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FORTY-SECOND CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION. 
——_—_—_—_—_—_~~e @ or 
IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 4, 1871. 


The first Monday of December being the 
day prescribed by the Constitution for the 
annual meeting of the Congress of the United 
States, the second session of the Forty-Second 
Congress commenced thisday. The Senators 
assembled in the Senate Chamber at the Cap- 
itol in the city of Washington. 


SENATORS PRESENT. 
The following Senators were present :, From 
the State of 


Maine—Hon. Hannibal Hamlin and Hon. 
Lot M. Morrill. 


New Hampshire—Hon. Aaron H. Cragin | 


and Hon. James W. Patterson. 


Vermont—Hon. George F. Edmunds and 
Hon. Justin S. Morrill. 


Massachusetts—Hon. Charles Sumner and | 


Hon. Heary Wilson. 
Rhode Island—Hon. Henry B. Anthony. 


Kansas—Hon. Alexander 
Hon. Samuel C. Pomeroy. 

California—Hon. Eugene Casserly. 

Nebraska—Hon. Phineas W. Hitchcock and 
Hon. Thomas W. Tipton. 

Oregon—Hon. Henry W. Corbett and Hon. 
James K. Kelly. ; 

Nevada—Hon. James W. Nye. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, (Hon. Scuvy.Ler 
Cotrax, of Indiana,) called the Senate to 
order at twelve o’clock m., there being a 


Caldwell and 


| quorum of Senators present. 


PRAYER. 
Rev. J. P. Newman, D. D., Chaplain to the 


| Senate for the orty-Second Congress, offered 


the following prayer : 
Almighty and Eternal God, Author of all 


| things and source of all power, from this na- 


Connecticut—Hon. William A. Buckingham | 


aud Hon. Orris S. Ferry. 

New York—Hon. Koscoe Conkling and 
Hon. Reuben E. Fenton. 

New Jersey—Hon. Frederick T. Frelinghuy- 
sen and Hon. John P. Stockton. 

Pennsylvania—Hon. Simon Cameron and 
Hon. John Scott. 

Virginia—Hon. John W. Johnston and Hon. 
John F. Lewis. 

North Carolina—Hon. John Pool. 

South Carolina—Hon. Thomas J. Robert- 
son and Hon. Frederick A. Sawyer. 

Florida—Hon. Abijah Gilbert and Hon. 
Thomas W. Osborn. 

Alabama—Hon. George E. Spencer. 

Louisiana—Hon, William Pitt Kellogg and 
Hon. J. Rodman West. 

Mississippi—Hon. Adelbert Ames. 

Missouri—Hon. Francis P. Blair and Hon. 
Carl Schurz. 

Arkansas—Hon. Powell Clayton and Hon. 
Benjamin F. Rice. 

Tennessee—Hon. William G. Brownlow and 
Hon. Henry Cooper. 

Kentucky—Hon. John W. Stevenson. 

West Virginia—Hon. Arthur I. Boreman 
and Hon. Henry G. Davis. 

Ohio—Hon. John Sherman and Hon. Allen 
G. Thurman. 

Indiana—Hon. Oliver P. Morton. 

Jllinois—Hon. John A. Logan and Hon. 
Lyman Trumbull. 

Michigan—Hon. Zachariah Chandler and 
Hon. ‘thomas W. Ferry. 

Wisconsin—Hon. Timothy O. Howe. 

fowa—Hon. James Harlan and Hon. George 
G. Wright. 

Minnesota—Hon. Alexander Ramsey and 
Hon. William Windom. : 
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tional altar we offer to Thee our thanksgiving 
for all Thy mercies to the land we love. 
Through another eventful year Thou hast 


| preserved the nation; and though goodness 


and severity have mingled in Thy dealings to- 


| ward us, yet our joys have been more than 
| our sorrows, our days of health more than 


those of disease, our successes more than our 
failures. And if, in the execution of natural 
law, the cyclone has swept over land and sea, 
yet that which has been spared is more than 
that which has been destroyed. If one queenly 
city has been consumed, hundreds of others 
remain in all their wealth and beauty. If 
prairie and hamlet have been laid waste by 
the furies of the flame, yet we thank Thee 
that out of the fire has come forth the Angel 


|| of Generosity, touching all hearts with the 
| sympathy of a common brotherhood. 


We rejoice in Thy blessing upon our fruit- 
ful fields, upon the mechanical industries of 
our people, upon our learned professions, our 


|, schools of learning, our houses of mercy, our 


temples of piety. 


We pray that these great 
interests may ever be within Thy care and 


| keeping. 


We devoutly thank Thee for the revival of 
official virtue and honesty, for the exposure 
and punishment of those who plundered the 
publictreasury. And we reverently and earn- 
estly invoke the divine guidance and strength 
in behalf of the three branches of the national 
Government. Oh! give wisdom to the legis- 
lator, impartiality to the judge, strength to 
the executive. Upon the Chief Magistrate of 
the nation, grant the blessing of continued 
strength and support. Accept our thanks for 
the restoration of the health of him who pre- 
sides over the deliberations of this honored 
body. 

And, Infinite Father, grant the blessing of 


| life and lengthened days, of intellectual vigor, 


| of purity of character, of 


honor of reputa- 
tion, of influence with the nation, upon these 
Senators again assembled to discharge the 
duties of their high and responsible position. 
And, God of our fathers, pour the spirit of 


peace and obedience, of honesty and patriot: 

ism, of charity and piety, upon all our people. 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
CREDENTIALS, 

Mr. WILSON presented the credentials of 
Hon. James L. Alcorn, elected by the Legis- 
lature of the State of Mississippi a Senator 
from that State for the term beginning March 
4, 1871. 

The credentials were read; and the oaths 
prescribed by law having been administered 
to Mr. Acorn, he took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. THURMAN. I present the credentials 
of Hon. Thomas M. Norwood, elected a Sen- 
ator from the State of Georgia by the Legis- 
lature of that State for the term which began 
on the 4th of March last. 

The Chief Clerk read the credentials. 

Mr. THURMAN. It is known that that is 
a contested seat; that is to say, there are two 
persons presenting credentials for the same 
seat. I will theretore ask that the credentials 
just read may lie on the table until the com- 
mittees shall be appointed, when | will move 
the proper reference. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The credentials 


| will lie on the table for the present. 


NOTIFICATION TO THE HOUSE. 
On motion of Mr. ANTHONY, it was 


Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House of 
Representatives that a quorum of the Senate has 
assembled, and that the Senate is ready to proceed 
to business. 

HOUR OF MEETING, 


On motion of Mr. ANTHONY, it was 
Ordered, That the hour of the daily meeting of the 
Senate be twelve o’clock meridian, until otherwise 
ordered. 
NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 
On motion of Mr. ANTHONY, it was 


Resolved, That a committee, consisting of two 
members, be appointed to join such committee as 
may be appointed by the House of Representatives, 
to wait upon the President of the United States, and 
inform him tbat aquorum of each House has assem- 
bled, ana that Congress is ready to receive any com- 


| munication he may be pleased to make. 


By unanimous consent the Vice President 


| was authorized to appoint the committee ; 


and Messrs. ANTHONY and ‘T'HurMaAN 


appointed. 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT CHICAGO. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. J 


were 


offer the 


| following resolution, to lie on the table until 
| the committees shall have been appointed ; 


lesolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of making appropriations for the immedi- 
ate reconstruction of the public buildings recently 
des troyed at Chicago, State of Illinois. 


DEFALCATION OF J L HODGE 
Mr. CONKLING. I offer the following 
resolution, which I should like to have lie on 
the table until the committees are appointed ; 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the recent defalcation 
of J. L. Hodge, late a paymaster in the Army, and 








and to ascertain 
any other officer 


into the facts connected therewith, 
und report to the Senate whether 


or officers of the Government are derelict in duty in 
respect of the observance of regulations and safe- 
ruuarde intended to prevent such occurrences, and 


also whether other or further legislation or regula- 


tion is needed for the future. 

(he resolution was ordered lie on the 
table. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. SUMNER. Are petitions in order, 
Mr. President? 

‘he VICE PRESIDENT. The presentation 
of petitions and memorials is first in order if 


the order of business prescribed by the rules is | 


to be ee gone through with. 
Mr. SUMNER. I offer the petition of a 
large ee of colored citizens of Brooklyn, 


in the State of New York. 
I will read it: 

We, the undersigned, citizens of the city of Brook- 
lyn, State of New York, feeling ourselves aggrieved, 
inconvenienced, and degraded because of our color, 
and for the want of a law like unto the one offered 
to the Senate by Hon. CHarLes SumMNeER, known as 
Sumner’s bill, supplementary to the civil rights bill, 
do respectfully pray for the passage of thesame; and 
as in duty bound we will ever pray. 

As that billis on the Calendar of the Senate, 
I ask that this petition lie on the table. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The petition will 
lie on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER. I also offer the petition of 
Dr. Augusta, professor of anatomy in the med- 
ical department of Howard University, and Dr. 
Purvis, professor of medical jurisprudence in 


As it is very brief 


; for 


| dent shall be received. 


Howard University, which is very brief, and 


therefore I will read it: 


We, the undersigned petitioners, respectfully rep- 
resent to your honorable body that the Medical 
Society of the District of Columbia, an institution 
chartered by Congress, secks to degrade us as med- 
ical practitioners on account of our race and color, 
and in contravention of the Constitution and laws 
of the United States, by denying to us rights aceorded 
to white prac tioners. and thereby violating its act 
of incorporation. We therefore most respectfully 
petition that the charter of said society be repealed. 
And your petitioners will ever pray. 


It will be remembered that at the last Con- 


gress | reported a bill from the Committee on | 


the District of Columbia in pursuance of the 
prayer of these very petitioners. There was 
no final action on that bill, and of course it fell 
with the expiration of the Congress. I seize 
this earliest occasion to call attention again 
to that question by presenting this petition. 
It seems to me that Congress owes it to the 
colored race everywhere throughout the coun- 
try to put an end to outrage, at least here in 
the national capital. As the Committee on 
the District of Columbia is not yet appointed, 
1 ask that the petition lie on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, It will lie on 
the table for the present. 

Mr. FENTON. I present a petition from 
General Alfred Pleasonton, Commissioner of 


Internal Revenue, touching the matter of his 


suspension from that office. It may betermed, 
and perhaps is, an appeal from the action of 
the President in the case. I ought to say that 
I have not examined the petition and accom- 
panying papers so as to be able to express any 
opinion on the merits of the matter involved 
in these papers. I send first a letter to the 
Clerk’s ce. and ask that it may be read. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
oe New York desires a letter to be reported 
by the Secretary. 


Mr. FENTON. It is a letter addressed | 
to me, 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I suggest | 


whether this would 
executive session. 

Mr. FENTON. I ask to have this letter 
read as my own sufficient excuse, if any is 
needed, for offering these papers this morning. 

Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from New York give way to the Senator 
from Pennsylvania? 

Mr. FENTON. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. CAMERON. 


not 


be better done in | 


I rise, Mr. President, for | 


the purpose of moving that we 


half an hour or an hour until the com- 


take a recess | 


munication which is expected from the Presi- | 


I think we could pass 
half an hour or an hour much more pleasantly 


in congratulating each other on our good looks | 


and happy return. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
from New York is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CAMERON. 
Senator from New York. 

Mr. INTON. I ask to have this letter 
read which is addressed to me. 
Mr. CAMERON. Of course I give way. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The letter will 
read. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Wasuincton, December 1, 1871. 

On the 8th of August, 1871, I was sus- 


be 


Dat 


: Sir: 


I am appealing to the | 


pended by the President from the office of Commis- 


ene r of Internal Revenue. The causes which led 


| to this suspension, and which are fully set forth in 





| executive session. 


the accompanying papers, do not justify the course 
the President was pleased to pursue in the case. 
have, 

zen of the State of New York, that you will present 
the inclosed appeal to the Senate of the United 
States, when that body convenes, and oblige, 

Very respectfully and truly, 

A. PLEASONTON, Commissioner. 

Hon. R. EB. Fentron, United States Senate, Washington. 

Mr. FENTON. 
these papers, except as they came to me 
through the mail received yesterday, and, in 


discharge of my duty as a Senator to a citizen 


and ask that itmay be laid on the table and 
printed. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. It strikes me 
that this is clearly business which pertains to the 
It is a subject that must 
come up there, and therefore I suggest to the 
Senator from New York that it should be 
introduced in executive session. 

Mr. FENTON. I have no choice in the 
matter. If Senators think it should properly 
first go before the Senate in executive session, 
I am entirely willing to withdraw it at present. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is the better way. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheChairthinks 


the contents of the paper, as disclosed by the | 


Senator from New York in his remarks and 
in the letter, indicate that it is of a character 
which should first receive consideration in 
executive session, unless the Senator desires 
to propose some law based on this petition. 
Mr. FENTON. I withdraw the papers. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Is the introduction of 
bills in order at this time? 

The VICK PRESIDENT. They cannotbe 
referred, there being no committees. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask, is it in order to 


| introduce bills? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. POMEROY. By unanimous consent. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Lask unanimous consent 
to introduce two bills, of which no previous 
notice has been given. 

By unanimous consent leave was granted to 
introduce a bill (SS. No. 320) to authorize the 
restoration of Gilbert Morton to the naval ser- 
vice; and it was read twice by its title, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. In connection with the 
presentation of the bill which I now offer, 


It is. 


which relates to the regulation and promotion | 
of the efficiency of the civil service, a subject | 


that has engaged the attention of the Senate 
for several sessions, | ought perhaps to say 
that the matter, in relation to its connection 
with the action of Congress, does not seem to 
be perfectly understood in the country. The 
first movement for the improvement and what 
is called the reform of the civil service of the 


| United States, was begun by a distinguished 


member of the House of Representatives now 
employed in the capacity of law adviser to the 
Government before the joint commission of 
British and American claims, by the introduc- 


therefore, the honor to request, as a citi- | 


I knew nothing whatever of | 


| of my State, I respectfully offer this petition | 
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House providing for the raising of a commit. 
tee to be called the Committee on Retrene}. 
ment, one of whose many duties it was to jp. 


| quire into the state of the efliciency of the 


civil service of the United States. 
Mr. SUMNER. May I interrupt the Sen- 


|| ator just there to remind him that, two years 
The Senator | 


before that, a bill for that purpose was intro. 
duced in the Senate? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Lam very much obliged 
to the Senator from Massachusetts for the jp. 
formation. | was not aware of it, as it wag 
before my advent in this body had occurved, 

Mr. SUMNER. That bill was printed and 
extensively discussed at the time in the papers, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I accept the correction 
with great pleasure, and will therefore correct 
my statement by saying that the first knowl 
edge [ had of any undertaking to promote the 
etliciency of the civil service of the United 


| States was in the passage by the House of 
| Kepresentatives of the resolution of Mr. Hale, 


of -New York, providing for the raising of a 
committee whose business it should be to 
make inquiry into the condition of the civil ser- 
vice, and to devise means, if they could he 
devised, to promote its efficiency. It is very 
well known, Mr. President, that at that time 
the civil service had fallen somewhat below 
even the standard of partisan civil service; it 
was worse, probably, than it was even in the tur- 
bulent and distracted times of war, and worse 
probably than it was under Democratic admin- 
istrations, for the reason that a person who 
occupied the chief seat in the Government 
had undertaken to desert one party and to 
join another that was not quite ready to re- 
ceive him, except so far as the dispensation 
of offices to hungry people would be consid- 
ered a reception into their body. Tor this 
reason the civil service at that time would 
naturally provoke inquiry on the part of all 
those who desired to increase the efficiency 
and convenience of government to the people. 

That resolution came to the Senate, was 
agreed to here, and a joint committee was ap- 
pointed, called the Committee on Retrench- 
ment. I had the good fortune to be one of 
its members on the part of the Senate. ‘That 
committee commenced its labors, and investi- 
gated, as later committees have done, as to the 
methods of transacting business in various of 
the Departments of the Government ; and the 
result of its inquiries and deliberations first 
appeared in the form of a bill reported in the 
House of Representatives, as a matter of con- 
venience, rather than here, in January, 1507, 
by Hon. Mr. Jenckes, of Rhode Island. Pub- 
lic opinion, and so the opinion of the House 
of Representatives, and possibly of this body, 
(although I have no right to say that,) was 
not yet apparently ripe to make what seemed 
to be so great an innovation as to regulate 
by law, and upon principles analogous to the 
administration of the military and naval de- 
partments of the Government, appointments 
to civil offices. The consequence was, that 
after discussion in the House of Represent- 
atives, the bill failed, and having fuiled there 
it was not thought wise or advisable at that 
time to press the matter in this body, because 
it was plain it would be work which would have 
no practical fruit. 

That committee was re appointed at the next 
succeeding Congress, and in 1868 it again went 
through with a course of investigation and 
consideration, and it again reported a bill 
similar to the first, upon the same subject. 
again through Mr. Jenckes, in the House of 
Representatives. I was also at that time a 
member of the committee, and thus speak from 
knowledge. That bill also failed. 

Now, ‘Mr. President, having had thus early, 
but not the earliest, connection with this sub- 
ject, | propose for one faithfully to try the 
experiment once more of endeavoring to bring 
into consideration—which I hope will be candid 
and calm on all sides, as I have no doubt it 


tion of a joint resolution in 1866 into that || will be—the possibility of our providing by law 
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for the promotion of the efficiency of this 
branch of the public service. 

| am not ignorant of the fact that we have 
already provided for the appointment of a 
commission by the President to report to him 
a set of regulations to be enforced as executive 
regulations touching the same subject. — I have 
heard with pleasure of the progress which that 
commission has made. I have little doubt, 
although I am not advised about details, that 
the scheme of that commission will be in the 
main a wise and a practicable one. I do not 
know at what time it may be expected. But 
there is this to be said upon the subject of a 
scheme of thatcharacter: that, however useful 
and efficient it may be under the present 
Administration, as [ have no doubt it would 
be, a change of adminisiration in the progress 
of time—as in the progress of time of course 
all administrations change—would necessarily 
lead to some difficulty in respect to the execution 
of a mere regulation of the President or of the 
Departments touching appointments to and 
removals from office, for on a change of politi- 
cal administration the natural pressure and 
tendency would be to press upon the Execu- 
tive Departments of the Government the prop- 
osition to change all the persons who are the 
subordinate officers, who are the working men 
in carrying on the Government, and to put 
others in their places. That has so long been 
the history of the country that it would be 
scarcely to be expected that after the period 


out having, if it is possible to have, a provision 
of law which shall secure, so far as we wisely 
and rightly may do, the same permanency and 
the same method of ascertaining merit in the 
civil administration that we have in the military 
and naval. 

This is my excuse, Mr. President, if I need 
to offer an excuse to this body on such a sub- 
ject, for presenting this bill to regulate the 
civil service of the United States, and to pro- 
mote the efficiency thereof at this time. ft is 
the bill reported from the select Committee on 

tetrenchment by Mr. Jenckes in the House 
of Representatives. 
the table. 

No objection being made, leave was granted 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 321) to regulate 
the civil service of the United States, and to 
promote the efficiency thereof; and it was 
read twice by its title, and ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 

Mr. RICE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 322) to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay to the owners the proceeds of 
certain cotton seized in violation of instruc- 
tions from the Treasury Department; which 
was read twice by its title, and ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 323) to authorize compound- interest notes 
as a substitute for legal-tender notes; which 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
printed, and I ask the indulgence of the Sen- 
ate to say a word in explanation of it. 

Compound-interest notes have been already 
tried, so that their operation is known. It is 
their peculiar quality that at the time of issue 
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rupt, and ifs outstanding notes are no better || lowing resolution; which was ordered to lie 
| on the table: 


than failed paper. Beyond the stigma inflicted 
by this condition, there is a derangement of 
affairs and constant embarrassment, especially 
in commercial relations abroad. Our business 
is out of gear with the business of the world, 
while at home a ruinous speculation runs riot. 
This has been allowed to go on too long. Dur- 
iug the war it could not be prevented; but it 
should have ceased with the war. 

The suspension of specie payments was a 


| war measure, like the suspension of habeas 


| should have been discontinued at once. 


| abnormal effort. 


corpus, or like the draft, and like those it 


long as it is allowed to prevail we have a war | 


measure projected into a period of peace. 
such it is out of place and out of season. 

I am not insensible to the credit obtained 
by a swift payment of the national debt; but 
this is superficial only. 


As 


to refund our debt without extraordinary and | 


Let there be specie 


ments, and the debt will refund itself. The 


| payment of the national debt is a feather in | 
| our cap; specie payments will be a fountain, 


and, between these two measures, there is 


| just the difference between a feather and a 


fountain. . 

Instead, therefore, of taxing the people for 
the sake of this feather, | would reduce taxes 
and apply the irresistible energies of the Gov- 
ernment to make paper equal to coin. Here 


; | is another equality before the law which | 
of only a few years we could outgrow it with- | 


would establish. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
laid on the table for the present. 

Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 324) to extend the provisions of an act 


Ve 


|| entitled ‘An act for the final adjustment of 
| private land claims in the States of Florida, 
| Louisiana, and Missouri, and for other pur- 


I ask that it may lie on | 


I move that that bill be | 


they enter into the national currency and be- | 


come part of the active circulation, but as the 
interest accumulates they are gradually with- 
drawn and heldassecurities. So long asthere 
is little appreciable accumulation of interest, 
these notes pass from hand to hand as ordinary 
greenbacks, but this ceases with their increase 
in value. Now, of these are made a substitute 
for greenbacks, the currency is gradually con- 
tracted, according to the laws of trade, until 
it is on a par with gold, and we arrive at specie 
payments. 

1 know nothing in the business of the coun- 
try more important than specie payments. 
Until this is established the nation is bank- 


i 


poses ;’’ which was read twice by its title, and 


| ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 





Mr. CRAGIN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
325) to aid in the execution of the law against 
polygamy, and to prevent that crime, in the 
Territory of Utah, and for other purposes; 


| which was read twice by its title, and ordered 


to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. HOWE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
326) to regulate certain actions in the Court of 
Claims by loyal owners of property seized 
under the act of March 12, 1863; which was 
read twice by its title, and ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE ILOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. CLinton Lioyp, Chief 
Clerk, as follows: 

Mr. President, I have been directed to in- 


It does not enable us || 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instructed to inquire whether any, and if so what, 
further or additional legislation is necessary to carry 
into effect the several treaties made, and the acts 


| and recommendations of the peace commissioners, 


So 


so called, in pursuance of the act of Congress ap 
proved July 20, 1867, entitled ‘An act to establish 
peace with certain hostile Indian tribes; and to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

MARTIAL LAW IN SOUTH CAROLINA, 


Mr. BLAIR. 


| offer the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, requested to inform the Senate 


| under what provisions of the law of April 20, 1871, 


| of South Carolina, to be set 


pay- || 


form the Senate that a quorum of the House | 


of Representatives has assembled, and that 


| the House is ready to proceed to business. 


The House has passed a resolution directing 
the appointment of a committee on the part 


of the House, to join such committee as may | 


| be appointed on the part of the Senate, to wait 


on the President of the United States and in- 
form him that a quorum of the two Houses has 
assembled, and that Congress is ready to re- 
ceive any communication he may be pleased 


| tomake; and hasappointed Mr. James A. Gar- 


| FIELD of Ohio, Mr. Austin Bair 


of Michi- 
gan, and Mr. Samuet 8S. Cox of New York, 
the committee on the part of the House. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN, 

On motion of Mr. POMEROY, it was 

Ordered, That Annie B. Rossand William P. Ross, 
executors of John Ross, late principal chief of the 
Cherokee nation, (asking compensation for prop- 
erty destroyed by the rebels belonging to the said 


John Ross,) have leave to withdraw their memorial 
from the files of the Senate. 


TREATIES OF PEACE COMMISSION. 


if any, and if not under that law, by what authority 
he has caused the Constitution and lawsof the Uni- 
ted States, and the constitution and laws of the State 
aside and martial law 
declared and the writ of habeas corpus suspended in 
the counties of Spartanburg, Marion, York, New- 
berry, Chester, Laurens, Fairfield, Lancaster, and 
Chesterfield, in the State of South Carolina, whereby 
the courts and civil authorities are unable to afford 
protection to the lives, liberties, and rights of the 
people therein, and all of them left at the merey of 
such military subordinates as he has seen or may 
see fit to place overthem, Heis especially requested 
to lay before the Senate all the acts of insurrection, 
resistance, or opposition to the laws of the United 
States committed in each of these counties at any 


| time after the 20th day of April, 1871, prior to the 


date of his proclamation of martial law, giving the 
character of the offenses, the facts relative thereto, 
and the names of the offenders so far as ascertained. 
Ile is further requested to lav before the Senate any 
cases of resistance to the execution of the process 
ot the civil courts or the officers either of the United 


| States or of the State of South Carolina, by any of 


The bill will be || 


the citizens of any of the counties in which the guar- 
antees of constitutional liberty have been annulled 
by his proclamation aforesaid, since the passage of 
the act of April 20, 1871, aforesaid. And that he 
give the names of all of said citizens who bave been 
arrested or imprisoned under and by virtue of the 


| authority conferred by his proclamation, with the 


violations of law with which each is charged, and 
the dates at which it is alleged they committed the 
offenses for which they were so arrested and im- 
prisoned. And that he give the Senate full inform- 


' ation as to ail the statements of facts on which he 


acted in issuing his proclamation aforesaid, giving 
the names of his informants, their statements, when 
made to him in writing, and the substance of them 
when made verbally, so that Congress can determine 
what steps are necessary to restore to the citizens 
of the counties aforesaid, and especially to those 
who are not guilty of offenses against the United 
States, the equal protection of the laws with the 
people of other portions of the country, under the 
torms prescribed by the Constitution of the United 


| States. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


Let that resolution lie 


| over. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont objects to its present consider- 
ation, It requires unanimous consent to con- 
sider the resolution on the same day on which 
itis presented. It must, therefore, lie over 
until to-morrow. Does the Senator from Mis- 
souri desire that it be printed ? 

Mr. BLAIR. Yes, sir. Do I understand 
that the Senator from Vermont objects to the 
consideration of this resolution? 


The VICK PRESIDENT. He does object 


| to its present consideration, and under the 


rules a single objection carries it over. It 
will be in order to-morrow to move that it be 
taken up for consideration. If there be no 
objection the resolution will be ordered to be 


| printed, 
RECESS. 

Mr. CAMERON. I now move that the 
Senate take a recess for three quarters of an 
hour. 

Mr. MORTON and others. Say half an 
hour. 


Mr. CAMERON. Three quarters will be 
better. I move that we take a recess until a 
quarter after one o’clock. 

Mr. SUMNER. Why not say one o'clock? 

Mr. CAMERON. That is too short a time. 

Mr. LOGAN. Will the Senator allow me 


_ to ask leave to introduce a bill? 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, submitted the fol- |, 


Mr. CAMERON. 
further. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


No, sir; I cannot yield 


It is moved that 


the Senate nowtake a recess until fifteen min- 
utes after one o’ clock. 
The motion was agreed to. 
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At the expiration of the recess the Senate 
resumed it f ion, 

ABSENCE OF MR. HILL. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has 
heen requests a by the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. Hits] to state to the Senate that he is 
detained fora few days in consequence of sick- 
ness in his family. He wished this announce- 
ment to be made in consequence of an expecta- 
part that matters relative to his 
State might come up for consideration in the 
Senate, and he desired, if possible, to be pres- 
ent when they were considered. 


tion on hi 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 
Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous 
leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 327) to establish the collection district 
of Duluth, and to create St. Paul, in the collec- 
tion district of Minnesota, a port of delivery; 
which was read twice by its title, and ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 328) in relation to the district courts 
of Alubama; which was read twice by its title, 
and ordered to lie onthetable, and be printed. 

Mr. WINDOM asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 329) for the relief of Charles W. Whit- 
ney; which was read twice by its title, and 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. LOGAN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
330) to provide for the relief of sufferers by 
fire in the city of Chicago; which was read 
twice by its title, and ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 


PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 
Mr. ANTHONY. The joint committee 
appointed to wait on the President of the 
United States and inform him that a quorum 


cousent obtained, 


of each House had assembled and were ready | 


to receive any communication he might be 
pleased to make, have discharged the duty 


‘ uv a( » f » Jreas . sire '} . ° aa 
assigned to them, and the President desired | been pleased to comply with the joint request 


the committee to report that he would com- 
municate immediately to each House in 
writing. 

the VICE PRESIDENT. 
the committee will be entered upon the 
Journal. 

Mr. Horace Porrer, the President’s Secre- 
tary, appeared below the bar and said: 

Mr. President, [am directed by the Presi- 
dent of the United States to deliver to the 
Senate a message in writing. 

The message having been. taken to the 
desk 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The Chair pre- 


sents to the Senate the annual message of the | 


President of the United States, which will be 
read by the Secretary. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the 
annual message of the President of the 
United States, as follows: 

To the Senate and 
House of Representatives : 

In addressing my third annual message to 
the law-making branch of the Government, it 
is gratifying to be able to state that during 
the past year success has generally attended 


the effort to execute all laws found upon the | 


statute-books. 

The policy has been, not to inquire into the 
wisdom of laws already enacted, but to learn 
their spirit and intent, and to enforce them 
accordingly. 

The past year has, under a wise Providence, 
been one of general prosperity to the nation. 
It has, however, been attended with more than 
usual chastisements in the loss of life and 
property by storm and fire. These disasters 
have served to call forth the best elements of 
human nature in our country, and to develop 
a friendship for us ou the part of foreign 
nations which goes far toward alleviating the 
distress occasioned by these calamities. 


| and costly conflict. 
| been set which, if successful in its final issue, 


The report of 





The benevolent who have so generously 
shared their means with the victims of these 
misfortunes will reap their reward in the con- 
sciousness of having performed a noble act, 
and in receiving the grateful thanks of men, 
women, and children whose sufferings they 
have relieved. 

The relations of the United States with for- 
eign Powers continue to be friendly. The year 
has been an eventful one in witnessing two 
great nations, speaking one language, and 
having one lineage, settling, by peacetul arbi 
tration, disputes of long standing, and liable 
at any time to bring those nations into bloody 
An example has thus 


may be followed by other civilized nations, 
and finally be the means of returning to pro- 
ductive industry millions of men now main- 


| tained to settle the di sputes of nations by the 
| bayonet and the broadside. 

| | transmit herewith a copy of the treaty | 
| alluded to, which has been concluded since the || 


adjournment of Congress with her Britannic 
Majesty, and a copy of the protocols of the 
conferences of the commissioners by whom it 
was negotiated, This treaty provides methods 
for adjusting the questions pending between 
the two nations. 

Various questions are to be adjusted by arbi- 
tration. {t recommend Congress, at an early 
day, to make the necessary provision for the 
tribunal at Geneva, and for the several com- 
missions on the part of the United States 
called for by the treaty. 

His Majesty the king of Italy, the presi- 
dent of the Swiss Confederation, and his Ma- 
jesty the emperor of Brazil, have each con- 
sented, on the joint request of the two Powers, 


to name an arbitrator for the tribunal at Ge- | 


neva. I have caused my thanks to be suitably 


expressed for the readiness with which the || 


joint request has been complied with by the 
appointment of gentlemen of eminence and 
learning to those important positions. 

His Majesty the emperor of Germany has 


of the two Governments, and has consented to 
act as the arbitrator of the disputed water 
boundary between the United States and Great 


| Britain. 


lhe contracting parties in the treaty have 
undertaken to regard, as between themselves, 


| certain principles of public law for which the 


United States have contended from the com- 
mencement of their history. ‘They have also 
agreed to bring these principles to the knowl- 


| edge of the other maritime Powers, and to 
| invite them to accede to them. 


Negotiations 
are going on as to the form of the note by 
which the invitation is to be extended to the 
other Powers. 

| recommend the legislation necessary on 
the part of the United States to bring into 
operation the articles of the treaty relating to 


| the fisheries, and to the other matters touching 


the relations of the United States toward the 
British North American possessions, to be- 
come operative so soon as the proper legisla- 


tion shall be had on the part of Great Britain | 


and its possessions. 

It is much to be desired that this legislation 
may become operative before the fishermen 
of the United States begin to make their 
arrangements for the coming season. 

I have addressed acommunication, of which 
a copy is transmitted herewith, to the Gov- 
ernors of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin, 
urging upon the governments of those States 
respectively the necessary action on their part 


| to carry into effect the object of the article of 


the treaty which contemplates the use of the 
canals, on either side, connected with the 
navigation of the lakes and rivers forming the 
boundary, on terms of equality by the inbab- 
itants of both countries. It is hoped that the 
importance of the object and the benefits to 
tlow therefrom will secure the speedy approval 


|| of that kingdom to Rome. 


| the two Powers. 





ooo 





December 4, 


and legislative sanction of the States cop. 


cerned, 

I renew the recommendation for an appro- 
priation for determining the true position of 
the forty-ninth parallel of latitude where jy 


| forms the boundary between the United States 


and the British North American possessions 
between the Lake of the Woods and the sum. 
mitof the Rocky mountains. The early action 


| of Congress on this recommendation would 


put it in the power of the War Department to 
place a force in the field during the next sum. 
mer. 

The resumption of diplomatic relations be. 
tween France and Germany has enabled me 
to give directions for the withdrawal of the 
protection extended to Germans in France by 


| the diplomatic and consular representatives 


of the United States in that country. It js 
just to add that the delicate duty of this pro- 


| tection has been performed by the minister 


and consul general at Paris, and the various 
consuls in France under the supervision of 
the latter, with great kindness as well as with 
prudence and tact. Their course has received 
the commendation of the German Government 
and has wounded no susceptibility of the 
French. 

The Government of the emperor of Ger. 


| many continues to manifest a friendly feeling 
|| toward the United States, and a desire to har- 


monize with the moderate and just policy 
which this Government maintains in its rela 


; tions with Asiatic Powers, as well as with the 


South American republics. I have given 
assurances that the friendly feelings of that 


| Government are fully shared by the United 


States. 

The ratifications of the consular and natu- 
ralization conventions with the Austro-Hun- 
garian empire have been exchanged. 

{ have been officially informed of the annex: 
ation of the States of the Church to the king: 
dom of Italy, and the removal of the capital 
In conformity 
with the established policy of the United 
States, [ have recognized this change. The 
ratifications of the new treaty of commerce 
between the United States and Italy have been 
exchanged. ‘The two Powers have agreed in 
this treaty that private property at sea shall 
be exempt from capture in case of war between 
The United States have 
spared no opportunity of incorporating this 
rule into the obligation of nations. 

The Forty-First Congress, at its third ses- 
sion, made an appropriation for the organiza- 
tion of a mixed commission for adjudicating 
upon the claims of citizens of the United 
States against Spain, growing out of the insur 
rection in Cuba. ‘That commission has since 
been organized. I transmit herewith the cor- 
respondence relating to its formation and its 
jurisdiction. It is to be hoped that this com- 
mission will afford the claimants a complet 
remedy for their injuries. 

It has been made the agreeable duty of the 
United States to preside over a conference at 
Washington between the plenipotentiaries of 
Spain and the allied South American repub- 


| lies, which has resulted in an armistice with the 


reasonable assurance of a permanent peace. 
The intimate friendly relations which have 
so long existed between the United States and 
Russia continue undisturbed. The visit of the 
third son of the emperor is a proof that there 
is no desire on the part of his Government to 
diminish the cordiality of those relations. The 
hospitable reception which has been given to 
the grand duke is a proof that on our side 
we share the wishes of that Government. ‘The 
inexcusable course of the Russian minister at 
Washington rendered it necessary to ask his 
recall, and to decline to longer receive that 
functionary as a diplomatic representative. It 
was impossible, with self-respect, or with a 
just regard to the dignity of the country, to 
permit M. Catacazy to continue to hold inter- 
course with this Government after his personal 
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a abuse of Government officials, and during his || slavery in Cuba and Porto Rico leave most of abolished except those collected from spirit- 
se. persistent interference, through \ pare ove the ee in nen with pa we a. - uous, vinous. and = liquors, tobacco in its 
set with the relations between the Unite zones a unti their lives become a burden to their we — nn re se 
e it and other Powers. In accordance with my ree . ee: n readjusting the tariff, | suggest that a 
ia wishes, this Government has been relieved of || = 1 ¢ esire to direct your attention to the fact careful estimate be made of the amount of 
ions further intercourse with pec Reena 286 the —_ saga the | nited ae persons ei 2 revenue ounaaen under the present 
um- management ot the affairs of the imperial ega- Cc oa ’ rd peshpgg ag ne t 1e nes faba eee providing yan current expenses 
tion tron has passed into the hands of a gentleman are oe. om ers, In die a 4 ol ao of rar Oe BES . interest account, and 
ould entirely unobjectionabie. 1 et eR spec el - peopersy a ydden ry hy os func a- : ae a , and that this surplus be re- 
tte With Japan we continue to maintain inti- || mental law ot their alleged country. recom- | duced in sucha manner as to afford the greatest 
mate relations. The cabinet of the Mikado || mend to Congress to provide, by stringent | relief to the greatest number. 
— has, since the close of the last session of Con- || legislation, a suitable remedy against the hold- There are many articles not produced at 
be gress, selected citizens of the United States to | ing, owning, or dealing in slaves, or being | home, but which enter largely into general 
| id serve in oflices of importance in several depart- || interested in slave property in foreign lands, | consumption through articles which are man- 
: me ments of government. 1 have reason tothink | either as owners, hirers, or mortgagers, by | ufactured at home, such as medicines com- 
bi that this selection is due to an appreciation of citizens of the United States. pounded, &e., from which very little revenue 
core the disinterestedness of the policy which the It is to he regretted that the disturbed con is derived, but which enter into general use, 
tives United States have pursued toward Japan. It | dition of the island of Cuba continues to be a | All such articles | recommend to be placed on 
It is is our desire to continue to maintain this dis- || source of annoyance and of anxiety. ‘The || the ‘free list.’’ 
pro- interested and just policy with China as well || existence of a protracted struggle in such close Should a further reduction prove advisable, 
cheer! as Japan. The correspondence transmitted |; proximity to our own territory, withoutappar- | | would then recommend that it be made upon 
ses herewith shows that there is no disposition on || ent prospect of an early termination, cannot || those articles which can best bear it without 
z * the part of this Government to swerve from its || be other than an object of concern to a peo- | disturbing home production or reducing the 
with established course. | ple who, while abstaining from interference in || wages of American labor. 
eived Prompted by a desire to put an end to the || the affairs of other Powers, naturally desire | have not entered into figures, becauseto do 
man barbarous treatment of our shipwrecked sailors || to see every country in the undisturbed enjoy- | so would be to repeat what will be laid before you 
” on the Corean coast, I instructed our minister || ment of peace, liberty, and the blessings of || in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
; at Peking to endeavor to conciude a conven- || free institutions. ‘The present laws for collecting revenue pay 
Ger- tion with Corea for securing the safety and Our naval commanders in Cuban waters | collectors of customs small salaries, but pro- 
eling humane treatment of such mariners. Admiral |} have been instructed, in case it should become | vide for moieties, (sharesin all seizures, ) which, 
» har: Rodgers was instructed to accompany him with || necessary, to spare no effort to protect the | at principal ports ef entry particularly, raise 
volicy a sufficient force to protect him in case of || lives and property of bona fide American citi- | the compensation of those officials to a large 
rela need. A small surveying party sent out, on || zens, and to maintain the dignity of the flag. sum. It has always seemed to me as if this 
h the reaching the coast, was treacherously attacked || It is hoped that all pending questions with || system must, at times, work perniciously. It 
oe at a disadvantage. Ample opportunity was || Spain growing out of the affairs in Cuba may | holds out an inducement to dishonest men, 
that given for explanation and apology for the || be adjusted in the spirit of peace and con- || should such get possession of those offices, to 
nited insuli. Neither came. A force was then || ciliation which has hitherto guided the two || be lax in their serutiny of goods entered to 
; landed. After an arduous march over a rug: || Powers in their treatment of such questions. | enable them finally to make large seizures, 
oe ged and difheult country, the forts from which || To give importance and to add to the efli- | Your attention is respectfully invited to this 
‘Hun- the outrage had been committed were reduced || ciency of our diplomatic relations with Japan | subject. 
by agallant assault and were destroyed. Hav- || and China, and to further aid in retaining the Continued fluctuation in the value of gold, 
gal ing thus punished the criminals, and having || good opinion of those peoples, and to secure | as compared with the national currency, bas a 
king. vindicated the honor of the flag, the expedi- || to the United States its share of the commerce | most damaging effect upon the increase and 
apital tion returned, finding it impracticable, under || destined to flow between those nations and the | development of the country in keeping up prices 
evel the circumstances, to conclude the desired con- | balance of the commercial world, | earnestly | of all articles necessary in every-day life. It 
/nited vention. [respecttully refer to the correspond- || recommend that an appropriation be made to | fosters a spirit of gambling, prejudicial alike 
Whe ence relating thereto, herewith submitted, and || support at least four American youths in each | to national morals and the national finances. 
merce "7% leave the subject for such action as Congress || of those countries, to serve as a part of the | If the question can be met as to how to give 
ebeen am may see fit to take. || official family of our ministers there. Our | a fixed value to our currency, that value con- 
ed n The republic of Mexicohas notyet repealed || representatives would not even then be placed | stantly and uniformly approaching par with 
Shall the very objectionable laws establishing what is || upon an equality with the representatives of || specie, a very desirable object will be gained. 
tween known as the ‘free zone’’ on thefrontier of || Great Britain and of some other Powers. As For the operations of the Army in the past 
| have the United States. It is hoped that this may || now situated, our representatives in Japan and | year, the expense of maintaining it, the esti- 
g this yet be done, and also that more stringent || China have to depend for interpreters and | mates for the ensuing year, and for continuing 
measures may be taken by that republic for || translators upon natives of those countries | sea-coast and other improvements conducted 
d ses- restraining lawless persons on its frontiers. || who know our language imperfectly, or pro- | under the supervision of the War Department, 
enize- [ hope that Mexico, by its own action, will || cure for the occasion the services ot employés | | refer you to the accompanying report of the 
celine soon relieve this Government of the difficul- || in foreign business houses, or the interpreters | Secretary of War. 
Jnited ties experienced from these causes. || to other foreign ministers. i call your attention to the provisions of the 
msul Our relations with the various republics of || I would also recommend liberal measures  actof Congress, approved March 3, 1869, which 
} since Central and South America continue, with one || for the purpose of supporting the American | discontinues promotions in the staff corps of 
he cor- exception, to be cordial and friendly. | lines of steamers now plying between San | the Army until provided for bylaw. I recom- 
and its [ recommend some action by Congress || Francisco and Japan: and China, and the mend that the number of officers in each grade 
scom- @ regarding the overdue installments under the || Australian line—almost our only remaining — in the staff corps be tixed, and that whevever 
mplete award of the Venezuelan claims commission || lines of ocean steamers—and of increasing | the number in any one grade falls below the 
p 4 of 1866. The internal dissensions of this Gov- || their services. number so fixed, that the vacancy may be 
of the & ernment present no justification fortheabsence || The national debt has been reduced to the | filled by promotion from the grade below. | 
ence at of effort to meet their solemn treaty obliga- || extent of $86,057,126 80 during the year, and | also recommend that when the office of chief 
ries ol lions. by the negotiation of national bonds, at a | of a corps becomes vacant, the place may be 
repub- The ratification of an extradition treaty || lower rate of interest, the interest on the pub- | filled by selection from the corps in which the 
‘ith the with Nicaragua has been exchanged, | lie debt has been so far diminished that now | vacancy exists. 
race. lt is a subject for congratulation that the || the sum to be raised for the interest account rhe report of the Secretary of the Navy 
h have great empire of Brazil has taken the initia- || is nearly seventeen million dollars lessthan on | shows an improvement in the number and 
tes and tory step toward the abolitionof slavery. Our || the Ist of March, 1869. efficiency of the naval force, without material 
of the relations with that empire, always cordial, || {it was highly desirable that this rapid dim- | increase in the expense of supporting it. Whis 
t there will naturally be made more so by this act. It || inution should take place, both to strengthen | is due to the policy which has been adopted, 
nent to is not too much to hope that the Government |! the credit of the country and to convince its | and is being extended as fast as our materia! 
8. lhe of Brazil may hereafter find it for its interest, || citizens of their entire ability to meet every | will admit, of using smaller vessels as cruisers 
‘iven to as well as intrinsically right, to advance toward ! dollar of liability without bankrupting them. | on the several stations. By this means we 
ur side entire emancipation more rapidly than the |! But in view of the accomplishment of these | have been enabled to occupy at once a larger 
t. The present act contemplates. || desirable ends; of the rapid development of | extent of cruising-ground, to visit more fre- 
ister at The true prosperity and greatness of a || the resources of the country, its increasing | quently the ports where the preseuce of our 
ask his nation are to be found in the elevation and || ability to meet large demands. andthe amount | flag is desirable, and generally to discharge 
ve that education of its laborers. | already paid, itis not desirable that the present | more efficiently the appropriate duties of the 
tive. It It is a subject for regret that the reforms in \| resources of the country should continue to be Navy in time of peace, without exceeding the 
with a this direction, which were voluntarily promised || taxed in order to continae this rapid payment. | number of men or the expenditure authorized 
ntry, to by the statesmen of Spain, have not been car- || | therefore recommend a modification of both by law. During the past year the Navy has, 
d inter: ried out in its West India colonies. The laws || the tariff and internal tax laws. I recom in addition to its regular service, supplied the 
ersonal and regulations for the apparent abolition of | 


mend that all taxes from internal sources be 


men and officers tor the vessels of the Coast 








Survey, and has completed the surveys author- 
ized by Congress of the Isthmuses of Darienand 
Tehuantepec, and, under like authority, has 
an expedition completely furnished 
and equipped to explore the unknown ocean 
of the North. The sugge stions of the re port 
as to the ity for increasing and improv- 
the f the Navy, and the plan 
recommended for reducing the personnel of the 
to a peace standard, by the gradual 
abolition of certain grades of officers, the 
f and the employment of 

in the service of the commerc ial marine, 
ed thought- 
on of C | also recommend 
Navy above the rank 
d of by 


sent out 


nece 
ing material ot 
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some 
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contained in the f the 
Secretary of the 

The enlarg d 
Department, as 
the 


inecrease 


the Post Office 
shown by the accompanying 
Postmaster General, exhibit a 
in that branch of the pub- 
is the index of the growth of 
and of the prosperity of the people, 
two clements highly conducive to the vigor and 
With a vast territory 
like ours, much of it sparsely populated, but 
all requiring the services of the mail, it is not 
at. present to be expected that this Department 
can be made self-sustaining. But a gradual 
to this end, from year to year, is 
ntly relied on, and the day is not far 
when the Post Office Department of 
will prove a much greater 
blessing to the whole people than it is now. 
The su of the Postmaster Gen- 
era for improvements inthe Department pre- 
led over by him are earnestly recommended 
special attention. Especially do I 
favorable consideration of the 
! ‘graphic system of the 
United States with the postal system. It is 
believed that by course the cost of 


Ipts of 


report ot 
gratifying 
lic service. It 
education 


stability of republics. 


appro h 
‘ rofic 


distant 
the Government 


crestions 


to your 
ecommend 
uniting the tele 


van for 


such a 


telegraphing could be much reduced, and the 
service as well, if not better, rendered. It 
would secure the further advantage of extend- 


ing the telegraph through portions of the coun- 
try where private enterprise will not construct 
it. Commerce, trade, and above all the efforts 
to bring a people widely separated into a com- 
munity of interest, are always benefited by a 
rapid intercommunication, 

idueation, the ground-work of republican 
institutions, is encouraged by increasing the 
facilities to gather speedy news from all parts 
of the country. 
of such improvements will stimulate education. 


I refer you to the report of the Postmaster | 


General for full details of the operations of 
_ year, and for comparative statements of 

‘sults with former years. 

There has been imposed upon the executive 
branch of the Government the execution of 
the act of Congress approved April 20, 1871, 
and commonly known as the Ku Klux law, 
in a portion of the State of South Carolina. 


The desire to ret ap the benefit 


| dred and sixty-eight. 


| these arrests, and, notwithstanding the large | 


After the passage of this law, information was 
received from time to time that combinations 
of the character referred to in this law existed 
and were powerful in many parts of the south- 
ern States, particularly in certain counties in 
the State of South Carolina. 

Careful investigation was made, and it was 
ascertained that in nine counties of that State 
such combinations were active and powerful, 


embracing a sufficient portion of the citizens | 


to control the local authority, and having, 


among other things, the object of depriving | 
the emancipated class of the substantial bene- | 


fits of freedom, and of preventing the free 
political action of those citizens who did not 
sympathize with their own views. Among 
their operations were frequent scourgings and 
occasional assassinations, generally 
trated at night by disguised persons, the vic- 
tims in almost all cases being citizens of dif- 
ferent political sentiments from their own, or 


freed persons who had shown a disposition to | 


claim equal rights with other citizens. Thou- 
ands of inoffensive and well-disposed citizens 
were the sufferers by this lawless violence. 

Thereupon, on the 
1871, a proclamation was issued, in terms of 
the law, calling upon the members of those 
combinations to disperse within five days, and 
to deliver to the marshal or military officers of 
the United States all arms, ammunition, uni- 
forms, disguises, and other means and imple- 
ments used by them for carrying out their un- 
lawful purposes 

This warning “not having been heeded, on 
the 17th of October another proclamation was 
— suspending the privileges of the writ 

{ habeas corpus in nine counties in that State. 


‘Geen ym was given that, within the coun- | 
upon | 


ties so designated, persons supposed, 
creditable information, to be members of 
such unlawful combinations should 
rested by the military forces of the United 
States, and delivered to the marshal, to be 
dealt with according to law. In two of said 
counties, York and Spartanburg, many arrests 
have been made. At the last account, the 
number of persons thus arrested was one hun- 
Several hundred, whose 
criminality was ascertained to be of an infe- 
rior degree, were released for the present. 
These have gener: ally made confessions of 
their guilt. 

Great caution has been exercised in making 


number, it is believed that no innocent person 


| is now in custody. 


The prisoners will be held for regular trial 
in the judicial tribunals of the United States. 
As soon as it appeared that the authorities of 
the United States were about to take vigorous 


measures to enforce the law, many persons | 


absconded, and there is good ground for sup- 


posing that all of such persons have violated | 


the law. 
A full report of what has been done under 


this law will be submitted to Congress by the | 


Attorney General. 
In Utah there still remains a remnant of 
berbarism, repugnant to civilization, to de- 


| cency, and to the laws of the United States. 


Che necessity of the course pursued will be | 


demonstrated by the report of the committee 
to investigate southern outrages. 


Under the provisions of the above act, I | 


issued a proclamation calling the attention of 
the people of the United States to the same, 
and declaring my reluctance to exercise any 
of the extraordinary powers thereby conferred 
upon me, exceptin case of imperative necessity, 
but making known my purpose to exercise such 
powers whenever it should become necessary 


. to do so for the purpose of securing to all citi- | 


zens of the United States the peaceful enjoy- 


ment of the rights guarantied to them by the || 


Constitution and the laws. 


‘Territorial officers, however, have been found 
who are willing toperform their duty ina spirit 
of equity, and with a due sense of the necessity 
of sustaining the majesty of the law. 


statutes, will be permitted within the territory 
of the United States. It is not with the rell- 
gion of the self-styled saints that we are now 
dealing, but with their practices. They will 


| be protected in their worship of God accord- 


ing to the dictates of their consciences, but 
they will not be permitted to violate the laws 
under the cloak of religion. 

It may be advisable for Congress to consider 
what, in the execution of the laws against | 
polygamy, i is to be the status of plural wives 
and their offspring. The propriety of Con- || 
gress passing an enabling act, authorizing the | 


12th day of October, | 


be ar- | 


Neither | 


polygamy, nor any other violation of existing | 
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territorial Legislature of Utah to legitimize 


perpe- | 





| secured, 


all children born prior to a time fixed in {| 


Lue 


| act, might be justified by its humanity to thege 


innocent children. This is a suggestion only, 
and not a recommendation. 

The policy pursued toward the Indians has 
resulted favorably so faras can be judged from 
the limited time during which it has been jp 
operation. Through the exertions of the vari. 
ous societies of Christians, to whom has been 
intrusted the execution of the policy, and the 
board of commissioners authorized by the law 
of April 10, 1869, many tribes of Indians have 
been induced to settle upon reservations, to 
cultivate the soil, to perform productive labor 
of various kinds, ‘and to partially accept civil- 
ization. ‘They are being cared for in such a 
way, it is hoped, as to induce those still pur- 
suing the old habits of life to embrace the 
only opportunity which is left them to avoid 
extermination. 

I recommend liberal appropriations to carry 
out the Indian peace policy, not only because 
itis humane, Christian-like, and economical! 
but because it is right. 

I recommend to your favorable considera- 
tion also the policy of granting a territorial 
governme nt to the Indians in the Indian ter- 
ritory west of Arkansas and Missouri and 
south of Kansas. In doing so every right 
guarantied to the Indian by treaty should be 
Such a course might, in time, be the 
means of collecting most of the Indians now 
between the Missouri and the Pacific, and 
south of the British possessions, into one Terri: 
tory or one State. 

The Secretary of the Interior has treated 
upon this subject at length, and | commend to 
you his suggestions, 

I renew my recommendation that the public 
lands be regarded as a heritage to our chil- 
dren, to be disposed of only as required for 


\y 


occupation, and to actual settlers. ‘Those 
already granted have been, in great part, 
disposed of in such a way as to secure 


| access to the balance by the hardy settler who 








iP 





| lands to settlers. 


may wish to avail himself of them. But cau- 
tion should be exercised even in attaining so 
desirable an object. 

Educational interest may well be served by 
the grant of the proceeds of the sale of public 
I do not wish to be under- 
stood as recommending, in the least degree, 
a curtailment of what is being done by the 
General Government forthe encouragement of 
education. 

The report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
submitted with this, will give you all the in- 
formation collected and prepared for publica- 
tion in regard to the census taken during the 
year 1870; the operations of the Bureau of 
Education for the year; the Patent Office, the 
Pension Office, the Land Office, and the Indian 
bureau. 

The report of the Commissioner of Agricul- 
ture gives the operations of his Department for 
the year. As agriculture is the groundwork of 
our prosperity, too much importance cannot be 


| attached to the labors of this Department. It 


is in the hands of an able head, with able 
assistants, all zealously devoted to introducing 


| into the agricultural productions of the nation 


all useful products adapted to any of the vari- 
ous climates and soils of our vast territory, 


| and to giving all useful information as to the 


method of cultivation, the plants, cereals, and 
other products adapted to particular localities. 
Quietly but surely the Agricultural bureau 
is working a great national good, and if liber- 
ally supported, the more widely its influence 
will be extended and the less dependent we 
shall be upon the products of foreign countries. 

The subject of compensation to the heads 
of bureaus and officials holding positions of 
responsibility, and requiring ability and char- 
acter to fill properly, i is one to which your 
ion is i d. But few of the officials 
receive a compensation equal to the respect- 
able support of a family, while their duties are 
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such as to involve millions of interest. In 
‘rivate life services demand compensation 
eqaal to the services rendered. A wise econ- 
omy would dictate the same rule in the Gov- 
ernment service. : 

I have not given the estimates for the sup- 
port of Government for the ensuing year, nor 
ithe comparative statement between the expend- 
itures for the year just passed and the one 
just preceding, because all these figures are 
contained in the accompanying reports, or In 
those presented directly to Congress. These 
estimates have my approval. 

More than six years having elapsed since 


the last hostile gun was fired between the || 


armies then arrayed against each other, one 
for the perpetuation, the other for the destruc: 
tion of the Union, it may well be considered 
whether it is not now time that the disabil- 
ities imposed by the fourteenth amendment 
should be removed. ‘That amendment does 
not exclude the ballot, but only imposes the 
disability to hold offices upon certain classes. 
When the purity of the ballot is secure, ma- 
jorities are sure to elect officers reflecting 
the views of the majority. I do not see the 
advantage or propriety of excluding men from 
office merely because they were, before the 
rebellion, of standing and character sufficient 
to be elected to positjons requiring them to 
take oaths to support the Constitution, and 
admitting to eligibility those entertaining pre- 
cisely the same views, but of less standing in 
their communities. It may be said that the 
former violated an oath while the latter did 
not. The latter did not have it in their power 
todo so. If they had taken this oath, it can- 
not be doubted they would have broken it as 
did the former class, If there are any great 
criminals, distinguished above all others for 
the part they took in opposition to the Gov- 
ernment, they might, in the judgment of Con- 
gress, be excluded from such an amnesty. This 
subject is submitted for your careful consid- 
eration. 

The condition of the southern States is un- 
happily not such as all true, patriotic citizens 
would like to see. Social ostracism for opin- 
ion’s sake, personal violence or threats toward 
persons entertaining political views opposed to 
those entertained by the majority of the old 
citizens, prevents immigration, and the flow of 
much-needed capital into the States lately in 
rebellion. It will be a happy condition of the 
country when the old citizens of these States 
will take an interest in public affairs, promul- 
gate ideas honestly entertained, vote for men 
representing their views, and tolerate the same 
freedom of expression and ballot in those en- 
tertaining different political convictions. 

Under the provisions of the act of Congress, 


approved February 21, 1871, a territorial gov- | 


ernment was organized in the District of Co- 
lumbia. Its results have thus far fully realized 
the expectations of its advocates. Under the 
direction of the territorial officers, a system of 
improvements has been inaugurated by means 
of which Washington is rapidly becoming a 
city worthy of the nation’s capital. The citi- 
zens of the District having voluntarily taxed 
themselves to a large amount for the purpose 
of contributing to the adornment of the seat 
of Government, I recommend liberal appro- 
priations on the part of Congress in order that 
the Government may bear its just share of the 
expense of carrying out a judicious system of 
improvements. 

By the great fire in Chicago, the most impor- 
tant of the Government buildings in that city 
were consumed. Those burned had already 
become inadequate to the wants of the Govern- 
ment in that growing city, and, looking to the 
near future, were totally inadequate. 

lrecommend, therefore, that an appropriation 
be made immediately to purchase the remain- 
der of the square on which the burned build- 
ings stood, provided it can be purchased at a 
fair valuation, or provided that the Legislature 
of Illinois will pass a law authorizing its con- 
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demnation for Government purposes; and also 
an appropriation of as much money as can 
| properly be expended toward the erection of 
| new buildings during this fiscal year. 

The number of immigrants, ignorant of our 
laws, habits, &c., coming into our country 
annually, has become so great, and the impo- 
sitions practised upon them so numerous and 
flagrant, that I suggest congressiona! action 
for their protection. It seems to me a fair 
subject of legislation by Congress. 

I cannot now state as fully as I desire, the 
nature of the complaints made by immigrants 


deavor to do so during the session of Congress, 


attention. 
It has been the aim of the Administration to 
enforce honesty and efficiency in all public 





offices. Lvery public servant who has violated 
the trust slosun in him has been proceeded 
against with all the vigor of the law. If bad 
men have secured places, it has been the fault 
of the system established by law and custom 


who recommend for Government positions per- 
sons not sufficiently well known to them per- 


characters of office-seekers without a proper 


course devolves upon them. 
A civil service reform which can correct this 
abuse is much desired. In mercantile pursuits 


| mendation to a friend to enable him to obtain 
credit from a stranger, is regarded as morally 
responsible for the integrity of his friend and 
his ability to meet his obligations. 

A reformatory law which would enforce this 


public place would insure great caution in 
making recommendations. A salutary lesson 
has been taught the careless and the dishonest 
public servant in the great number of prose- 


It is gratifying to notice the favorable change 
| which is taking place throughout the country 
in bringing to punishment those who have 
proven recreant to the trusts confided to them, 
and in elevating to public office none but those 
who possess the confidence of the honest and 
the virtuous, who, it will always be found, 
comprise the majority of the community in 
which they live. 


| service of the country. 
| that recommendation, Congress, in the ninth 
section of an act making appropriations for 


for other purposes, approved March 3, 1871, 
gave the necessary authority to the Executive 
to inaugurate a civil service reform, and placed 
|upon him the responsibility of doing so. 

Under the authority of said act, I conveneda 
board of gentlemen eminently qualified for 
| the work, to devise rules and regulations to 
effect the needed reform. Their labors are 
not yet complete, but it is believed that they 
will succeed in devising a plan which can be 
adopted to the great relief of the Executive, 
the heads of Departments, and members of 
Congress, and which will redound to the true 
interest of the public service. At all events, 
the experiment shall have a fair trial. 

I have thus hastily summed up the opera- 
tions of the Government during the last year, 
and made such suggestions as occur to me to 
| be proper for your consideration. 

1 submit them with a confidence that your 
combined action will be wise, statesmanlike, 


U. 8S. GRANT. 
Executive Mansion, 
December 4, 1871. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 








that two thousand extra copies be printed, 


of the treatment they receive, but will en- | 


particularly if the subject should receive your | 


for making appointments, or the fault of those | 


sonally, or who give letters indorsing the | 


sense of the grave responsibility which such a 


| the business man who gives a letter of recom- | 


principle against all indorsers of persons for | 


cutions and convictions of the last two years. || 


In my message to Congress one year ago [ | 
urgently recommended a reform in the civil || 
In conformity with || 


sundry civil expenses of the Government, and | 


and in the best interests of the whole country. | 


I move that the mes- || 
sage be printed for the use of the Senate, and || 
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the latter motion to be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing when appointed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Rhode Island moves that the message 
and accompanying documents be printed and 
laid on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
also moves that two thousand extra copies be 
| printed for the use of the Senate; which motion 
will lie on the table until the Committee on 
Printing shall have been selected by the Senate. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, transmitting, ia compliance 
| with a resolution of the Senate of February 
27, 1871, a letter of the Third Auditor relative 
to claims incurred in suppressing Indian hos: 
| tilities in Oregon and Washington Territories, 
' and which were acted and reported upon by 
the commission authorized by the act of August 
18, 1856; which was ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communi 
cation from the Secretary of the Treasury, traus 
mitting, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate of the 15th of February, 1871, a 
letter of the Third Auditor relative to claims 
incurred in the suppression of Indian hostili- 
ties in Oregon and Washington Territories, and 
which were not acted or reported upon by the 
commission authorized by the act of August 
18, 1856; which was ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communi- 
|| eation from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
| transmitting additional intormation relative to 

claims for the suppression of Indian hostilities 
| in Oregon and Washington Territories ; which 
| was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
| He also laid before the Senate a communi- 
cation from the Secretary of State, inclosing 
the testimony of M. B. Soto in the matter of 
the claim of J. C. Beals, taken in the city of 
Mexico, to be used before the Committee on 
Private Land Claims; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 


TERRITORIAL LAWS. 
|| The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 


Senate the acts, resolutions, aud memorials 
adopted by the sixth Legislative Assembly of 
the Territory of Arizona, beginning on the 
lith of January, and ending on the 20th of 
February, 1871; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. 





ANNUAL REPORTS. 
The VICK PRESIDENT laid before the 


Senate the annual report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury on the state of the finances; 
which was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 
| He also laid before the Senate the annual 
report of the Comptroller of the Currency ; 
which was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 

He also laid before the Senate the annual 
report of the commissioners to revise the 
statutes of the United States; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

He also presented the nineteenth annual 
report of the Congressional Printer, showing 
the condition of the public printing, binding, 
&c.; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

He also presented the annual report of the 
Commissioner of Agriculture of the operations 
of the department for the year 1871; which 
was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
|| _ He also laid berore the Senate a letter of 
|| the Secretary of the Senate, containing a state 
} ment of receipts and expenditures for the year 
| 
| 


| ending December 4, 1871, and also an account 
_ of the property of the Government in his pos- 
session ; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

|| He also laid before the Senate a report of 
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the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, in accord- 
ance with the réquirement of the act approy ed 
July 15, 1870, of all the property of the United 
States in hi posses ion; which was ordered 
to lle } table, and be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate the report of 
the of the Court of Claims, communica- 
ting in obedience to law all 
judgments rendered by that court for the year 
ending December 4, 1871; which was ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed, 


on the 


ere 


& statement ol 


INDIAN SERVICE DISBURSEMENTS. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair also 
lays before the Senate a communication from 
the Second Auditor of the Treasury, transmit- 
‘ounts of disbursements for the Indian 
year ending June 30, 1871. The 
of this document justi 


ting ace 
ervice forthe 
lky «l 


very bu sunuracter 
fies the Chair 


in stating that he will not put 
the question on an order that it be printed, 
desires to that 
motion made, or to have it referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing to examine into the pro- 
priety and expense of printing it. It will be 
laid on the table for the present, and it can 
be referred, when the shall be 
d, to Committee on Printing to 
inquire as to the propriety of its printing. 


unless some Senator have 


committees 
the 


select« 
ITALIAN PARLIAMENTARY 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


betore the 


DOCUMENTS, 


lhe Chair also 
lays Senate three volumes trans- 
mitted to him from the parliament of Italy, 
being the report ol a parliamentary commis: 
sion to inquire as to the enforced circulation 
of bank notes and the general question of 
specie payments. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 that they be 
referred to the Committee on the Library when 
appointed, 


the VICK PRESIDENT. 


the table for the present. 


suggest 


They will lie on 
They are sent, as 
the Chair supposes, from the parliament of 


Italy ss complimentary to the Senate of the | 


| nited States. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
adjourn. 

(he motion was agreed to; and (at two 
o'clock and seventeen minutes p. m.) the Sen- 
surned, 


I move that the Senate 


ate adj 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 4, 1871. 

In conformity to the Constitution and the 
laws, the Forty-Second Congress of the United 
States of America convened this day in its 
second session. At twelve o’clock m., Hon. 
James G. Biaine, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, a member from the State of 
Maine, called the House to order. 

Rev. J. G. Buruer, D. D., the Chaplain, 
offered prayer, as follows: 

O Thou who dwellest in the heavens, whose 
eyes are in every place, the heart-searching 
Jehovah, the Almighty God, boundless in 
power, and wisdom, and love, we bow rever- 
ently in Thy presence, and acknowledge Thee 
our King. Coming with confidence into Thy 
presence, as that of a loving father, we thank 
Thee for the kind providence that brings us 
together again in the enjoyment of life and of 
health; and as we now lift our eyes to Thee, 
we ask, O Lord, for Thy rich blessing upon us. 

Thou hast given us this greatand good land. 
The God of our fathers, Thou hast led us, lo 
these many years. We have been delivered 
from bondage; and Thou hast made war to 
We thank Thee for all Thy goodness, 
O God; for Thou art the Giver of every good 
gift, the King of kings, and the Lord of lords. 
Phough Thou hast chastened us, Thou hast 
not destroyed us. We entreat Thee, in great 
mercy continue Thy blessings to us as a people. 

Rule Thou in the heart of thy servant, the 
President of the United States, and in the 
hearts of all those associated with him in 
administering the affairs of this Government. 
Teach our Senators wisdom. 


cease. 


Preserve in their | 


integrity those who administer justice in this 
land. Give wisdom and courage and patience 
and grace to Thy servant, the Presiding Officer 
of this House. Bless each here in his relation 
to the others; and may we ever be guided by 
the kind and blessed agencies of an enlight- 
ened Christian manhood. O God, give wis- 
dom that these, the servants of the people, 
may be so directed in their legislation that the 
best interests of this land may be promoted ; 


that we may be earried forward in the aract | 


TIGH 


work of growt 
equity and lov 

Establish T 
judgment with 
walk in Thy fe 
after this life 
through Jesus 
taught us to pl 

Our Father 
be Thy name; 
done in earth 
this day our d 
debts as we fo 
not into tempt: 
for Thine ig tl 
the glory forey 


CALL OF 
The SPEAT 
roll of the | 


whether a quo) 
The Clerk ex 
members answ 


John Lynch, 
William P. Frys 
Eugene Hale, 
N 
Ellery A. Hibb 
Samuel N. Bel 


Charles W. Wi 
Luke P. Polan 
h 
James Bufiinto 
Oakes Ames, 
Ginery Twiche) 
Samuel Hooper 
Benjamin F, Bi 


I 


Benjamin T. Eames, 


James M. Pendleton. 

CONNECTICUT. 
Julius L. Strong, William H. Barnum. 
Henry H. Starkweather, 

NEW YORK. 

Elizur H. Prindle, 
Clinton L. Merriam, 
Ellis H. Roberts, 
William E. Lansing, 
R. Holland Duell, 
John E, Seeley, 
William H, Lamport, 
Milo Goodrich, 
Ilorace Boardman Smith, 
Freeman Clarke, 
Seth Wakeman, 
William Williams, 
Walter L. Sessions. 


JERSEY. 
John Hill, 
George A. Halsey. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Samuel J. Randall, 
John V. Creely, 
Leonard Myers, 
William D. Kelley, 
Alfred C. Harmer, R. Milton Speer, 
Ephraim L. Acker, Henry Sherwood, 
Washington Townsend, Samuel Griffith, 
J. Lawrence Getz, James 8S. Negley, 
Oliver J. Dickey, Ebenezer McJunkin, 
John W. Killinger, William McClelland. 
John B. Storm, 


Thomas Kinsella, 
Henry W. Slocum, 
Robert B. Roosevelt, 
William R. Roberts, 
Samuel 8. Cox, 
Fernando Wood, 
Clarkson N. Potter, 
Charles St. John, 
John HL. Ketcham, 
Joseph H. Tuthill, 
Eli Perry, 

John Rogers, 

John M. Carroll. 


NEW 
John W. Hazelton, 
Samuel CG. Forker, 


Ulysses Mereur, 

John B. Packer, 
Richard J. Haldeman, 
Benjamin F. Meyers, 


DELAWARE, 
Benjamin T. Biggs. 
MARYLAND, 
amuel Hambleton, Thomas Swann, 


NS 
Stevenson Archer, William M. Merrick, 
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VIRGINIA. 

John T. Harris, 
Elliott M. Braxton, 
William Terry. 


John Critcher, 
James H. Platt, jr., 
Charles H. Porter, 
William H. H. Stowell, 
NORTH CAROLINA. 
Clinton L. Cobb, James M. Leach, 
Charles R. Thomas, Francis E. Shober, 
Alfred M. Waddell, James C, Harper. 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Joseph H. Rainey, Robert B. Elliott. 





} 
clos 


men 


A 
Mr. 
info 
orde 
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Charles B. Farwell, 
John F. Farnsworth, 
Horatio C. Burchard, 
Bradford N. Stevens, 
Jesse H. Moore, 
James C. Robinson, 
MISSOURI. 
Samuel S. Burdett, 
Abram Comingo, 


Thompson W. McNeely, 
Edward Y. Rice, 
Samuel S. Marshall, 
John B. Hay, 

John M. Crebs. 


Erastus Wells, 
G. A. Finkelnburg, 
James R. McCormick, Isaac C. Parker, 
Harrison E. Havens, Andrew King. 

ARKANSAS. 
James M. Hanks, John Edw ards. 
Oliver P. Snyder, 

MICHIGAN. 
Henry Waldron, Omar D. Conger, 
William L. Stoughton, Jabez G. Sutherland. 
Austin Blair, 

FLORIDA. 
Josiah T. Walls. 
IOWA. 

George W. McCrary, Madison M. Walden, 
Aylett R. Cotton, Frank W. Palmer, 
William G. Donnan, Jackson Orr. 

WISCONSIN. 
J. Allen Barber, Philetus Sawyer, 
Charles A. Eldridge, Jeremiah M. Rusk. 


MINNESOTA. 
Mark H. Dunnell, John T. Averill. 
OREGON. 
James H. Slater. 
KANSAS. 
David P. Lowe. 
WEST VIRGINIA. 
John J. Davis, Frank Hereford. 
James C. McGrew, 
NEBRASKA. 
John Taffe. 
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The eall of the roll dis- 
of two hundred and three 


The SPEAKER. 


closes the presence 


members—more than a quorum of the House. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate was received by 
Mr. Goruam, the Secretary of the Senate, 
informing the House that the Senate had 
ordered that the Secretary inform the House 
of Representatives that a quorum of the Sen- 


id, and 
wes of 
nessee, 
James 
inkeln- 
of Iili- 
Lichael 


perhapsilie had Wetter present them all at | 


once. 

Mr. MeCRARY. 
lar in form. 

Mr. KERR. I have credentials regular in 
form of Hon. John C. Conner, member-elect 
from the second district of Texas. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk of the House 
has received other credentials, two of which 
seem to be in regular form. 

Mr. KERR. ‘This is one of those in regu- 
lar form. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I suggest that all 
members-elect who have not been sworn, and 
whose credentials are regular, be sworn in at 
once. 

The SPEAKER. 
list of those which have been received by him. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Connecticut—Stephen W. Kellogg. 

California—Sherman O. Houghton and John 
M. Coghlan. 

Illinois—Henry Snapp and John L. Bever- 
idge. 

Michigan—Wilder D. Foster. 

Vexas—John C. Conner and John Hancock. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
swearing any of these members at this time? 
If there be no objection the gentlemen whose 
names have been read will be sworn in at 
once, 

There was no objection; and they were 
accordingly sworn in. 


I have none other regu- 


WILLIAM T. CLARK, OF TEXAS. 
Mr. McCRARY. 
of William T. Clark, claiming a seat from the 
third district of Texas, which are not in the 


I present the credentials | 


usual form. I move they be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Klections. 

The SPEAKER, The Clerk has the creden- 
tials of W. S. Herndon, claiming a seat from 
the first district of Texas, of precisely a similar 
form. If there be no objection, the Chair will 
put the question on referring both of them 
to the Committee of Elections, and ordering 
them to be printed. 

There was no obieetian + end +--+ ordered 


‘om the 
tte from 
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ified by 
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V. Me- 
ssachu- 
irolina, 
Hazle- 
mes of 

Ken- 


of Ken- 


ee __..deld of 
Ohio, Aaron A. Sargent of California, Oliver 
J. Dickey of Pennsylvania, Freeman Clarke 
of New York, Frank W. Palmer of Lowa, 
Eugene Hale of Maine, William EK. Niblack 
of Indiana, Samuel S. Marshall of Illinois, 
and Thomas Swann of Maryland. 
On Banking and Currency—Ss muel Hooper 


of Massachusetts, Henry Waldron of Michi 


Wheeler of 


The Clerk will read the || 


i 
1 
| 


gan, Worthington C. Smith of Vermont, Charles 


| B. Farwell of Illinois, James Monroe of Ohio, 


Clinton L. Merriam of New York, Samuel S. 
Cox of New York, Samuel J. Randall of 
Pennsylvania, and Peter M. Dox of Alabama. 

On the Pacific Railroad—William A. 
New York, James Baflinton of 
Massachusetts, John Lynch of Maine, J. Hale 
Sypher of Louisiana, John W. Killinger of 
Pennsylvania, John L. Beveridge of Il|linois, 
Sherman O. Houghton of California, John T. 
Averill of Minnesota, Erastus Weils of Mis 
souri, John F. McKinney of Ohio, Smith Ely, 
jr., of New York, James C. Harper of North 
Carolina, and Henry D. McHenry of Ken- 
tucky. 

Of Claims—Austin Blair of Michigan, Julius 
L. Strong of Connecticut, Charles W. Buck- 
ley of Alabama, William S. Ho!man of Indiana, 
H. Boardman Smith of New York, William P. 
Frye of Maine, Charles Foster of Ohio. Jobn 
T. Harris of Virginia, and Henry D. Foster 
of Pennsylvania. 

On Commerce—Samuel Shellabarger of 
Ohio, Philetus Sawyer of Wisconsin, John 
Lynch of Maine, Omar D. Conger of Michi- 


| gan, Lionel A. Sheldon of Louisiana, James 
|S. Negley of Pennsylvania, William 8. Hol- 
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On the Public Lands—Jobn H. Ketcham of 
New York, Washington Townsend of Penn- 
svylvania, John B. Hawley of Illinois, Stephen 
W. Kellogg of Cennecticut, Mark H. Dunnell 
of Minnesota, Jeremiah M. Rusk of Wiseon 
sin, James R. McCormick of Missouri, John 
Ritchie of Maryland, and James H. Slater of 
Oregon. 

On the Post Office and Post Roads—Jobn 
F. Farnsworth ot Illinois, John Hill of New 
Jersey, Ginery Twichell of Massachusetts, 
James N. ‘l'yner of Indiana, Samuel J. Ran- 


| dall of Pennsylvania, Charles H. Porter of 


Virginia, Sherman QO. Houghton of California, 
Philadelph Van Trump of Ohio, and Jobu 
M. Carroll of New York. 

On Manufactures—Samvel S. Burdett of 
Missouri, Oakes Ames of Massachusetts, Wil- 
liam H. Upson of Ohio, William H. H. Stow- 
ell of Virginia, Robert C. De Large of South 
Carolina, John M. Rice of Kentucky, Jobln 
Rogers of New York, Bradford N. Stevens of 
Illinois, and William MeClelland of Pennsyl 
vania. 

On Agriculture—John T. Wilson of Ohio, 
Charles Hays of Alabama, Harrison Ek. Ha 
vens of Missouri, William H. Lamport of Ne « 
York, Thomas J. Speer of Georgia, John W. 
Hazleton of New Jersey, Richard J. Hulde 
man of Pennsylvania, Abraham Ii. Garrett of 
lennessee, and Kdward Crossland of Ken 
tucky. 

On Indian Affairs—Jobn P. C. Shanks of 
Indiana, Samuel S. Burdett of Missouri, John 
A. Smith of Ohio, John IT. Averill of Minne- 


| sota, John V. Creely of Pennsylvania, John 


man of Indiana, Samuel Hambleton of Mary- | 


land, and Dwight Townsend of New York. 


Kdwards of Arkansas, George M. Adams of 
Kentucky, Alexander Mitchell of Wisconsin, 
and William Williams of New York. 

On Military Affairs—John Coburn of In 
diana, William L. Stoughton of Michigan, 
John B. Hay of Illinois, William G. Donnan 
of Iowa, Frank Morey of Louisiana, George 
K. Harris of Mississippi, Henry W. Slocum 
of New York, Lewis D. Campbell of Onio, 
and William Terry of Virginia. 

On the Militia—Lionel A. Sheldon of Lou- 
isiana, William L. Sprague of Ohio, Ginery 
Twichell of Massachusetts, Josiah T. Wails 
of Florida, Jeremiah M. Rusk of Wisconsin, 
John C. Conner of Texas, James G. Biair o 
Missouri, Ephraim L. Acker of Pennsylvania, 
and Joseph H. Tuthill of New York. 

lor the District of Columbia—Uenry HU. 
Starkweather of Connecticut, William Wil 
liams.of Indiana, Luke P. Poland of Ve 
mont, Chester B. Darrall of Louisiana, Alfred 
C. Harmer of Pennsylvania, Aylett R. Cotton 
of lowa, Charles A. Eldridge of Wiscons 
John M. Crebs of Illinois, and Robert b. 
Roosevelt of New York. 

On the Judiciary—John A. Bingham of 
Ohio, Benjamin IF. Butler of Massachusett 
John A. Peters of Maine, Ulysses Mereur of 
Pennsylvania, Jeremiah M. Wilson of Indiana, 
Milo Goodrich of Naw York, Charles A. Eid 
ridge of Wisconsin, Daniel W. Voorhees of 
Indiana, and Clarkson N. Potter of New York. 

On Revolutionary Claims—Alexander 
Wallace of South Carolina, James M. Pen 
dleton of Rhode Island, Klizar H. Prindle of 
New York, Ebenezer MeJunkin of Pennsy! 
vania, William H. H. Stowell of Virginia 
Abram Comingo of Missouri, John Haneock 
of Texas, William A. Handley of Alabama. 
and Samuel C. Forker of New Jersey. 

On Public Expenditures—-Philetus Sawyer 
of Wisconsin, Julius L. Strong of Connecticut, 
Richard H. Whiteley of Georgia, David P. 
Lowe of Kansas, Wilder D. Foster of Michi 
gan, Thomas Kinsella of New York, Benjamin 
I, Meyers of Pennsylvania, John J. Davis of 
West Virginia, and William Bb. Read of Ken 
tucky. 

On Private Land Claims—Ulysses Mercur 
of Pennsylvania, William H. Upson of Ohio, 
James C. McGrew of West Virginia, Il. Board- 
man Smith of New York, John M 
of California, J. Allen Barber of Wi 


S. 


1. i 
Coghlan 
COUBLH, 
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the Sergeant-at- Arras of the Senate, in accord- 
ance with the réquirement of the act approve d 
July 15, 1870, of all tne property of the United 
States in his which was ordered 
to lie on the table, an d be printed. 

He also laid beltore the Senate the report of 
the clerk of the Court of Claims, communica- 
ting in obedience to law a statement of all 
judgments rendered by that court for the year 
ending December 4, 1871; which was ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 

INDIAN SERVICE DISBURSEMENTS, 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair also 
the Senate a communication from 
the Second Auditor of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting accounts of disbursements for the Indian 
service forthe year ending June 30, 1871. The 
very bulky «haracter of this document justi 
fies the Chair in stating that he will not put 
the question on an order that it be printed, 
unless Senator desires to have that 
motion made, or to have it referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing to examine into the pro- 
priety and expense of printing it. It will be 
laid on the table for the prese nt, and it can 
be referred, when the committees shall be 
selected, to the Committee on Printing to 
inquire as to the propriety of its printing. 


posse SSi0n ; 


lays before 


some 


ITALIAN PARLIAMENTARY 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair also 
lays before the Senate three volumes trans- 
mitted to him from the parliament of Italy, 
being the report of a parliamentary commis- 
sion to inquire as to the enforced circulation 


DOCUMENTS, 


of bank notes and the general question of 
spec ie payme nts. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I suggest that they be 


referred to the Committee on the Library when 
appointed, 

the VICK PRESIDENT. They will lie on 
the table forthe present. They are sent, as 
the Chair from the parliament of 
italy as complimentary to the Senate of the 
United States. 


supposes, 


Mr. CONKLING. I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 
(the motion was agreed to; and (at two 


o'clock and seventeen minutes p. m.) the Sen- 
ate adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPR 


Monpay, December 


ESENTATIVES. 
4, 1871. 

In conformity to the Constitution and the 
laws, the Forty-Second Congress of the United 
States of America convened this day in its 
second session. At twelve o’clock m., Hon. 
James G. Barve, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, a member from the State of 
Maine, called the House to order. 

Rev. J. G. Buriter, D. D., the Chaplain, 
offered prayer, as follows: 

O Thou who dwellest in the heavens, whose 
eyes are in every place, the heart- searching 
Jehovah, the Almighty God, boundless in 
power, and wisdom, and love, we bow rever- 
ently in Thy presence, and acknowledge Thee 
our King. Coming with confidence into Thy 
presence, as that of a loving father, we thank 
Thee for the kind providence that brings us 
together again in the enjoyment of life and of 
health; and as we now lift our eyes to Thee, 
we ask, O Lord, for Thy rich blessing upon us. 

Thou hast given us this great and good land. 
The God of our fathers, Thou hast led us, lo 
these many years. We have been delivered 
from bondage; and Thou hast made war to 
cease. We thank Thee for all Thy goodness, 
O God; for Thou art the Giver of every good 
gift, the King of kings, and the Lord of lords. 
Though Thou hast chastened us, Thou hast 
not destroyed us. We entreat Thee, in great 
mercy continue Thy blessings to us as a people. 

Rule Thou in the heart of thy servant, the 
President of the United States, and in the 
hearts of all those associated with him in 
administering the affairs of this Government. 


Teach our Senators wisdom. Preserve in their | 


taught us to pray: 


be Thy name; 


| this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
| debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 
| not into temptation, but deliver us from evil ; 


| whether a quorum of members be present. 








integrity those who administer justice in this 
land. Give wisdom and courage and patience || 


and grace to Thy servant, the Presiding Officer || 


of this House. Bless each here in his relation || 
to the others; and may we ever be guided by || 
the kind and blessed agencies of an enlight- || 
ened Christian manhood. O God, give wis- || 
dom that these, the servants of the people, || 
may be so directed in their legislation that the 
best interests of this land may be promoted ; 
that we may be carried forward in the great 
work of growth in trath and righteousness and 
equity and love and mercy. 

Establish Thy kingdom. Enter not into 
judgment with us for our sins. Help us ever to 
walk in Thy fear; and help us so to live that | 
after this life we may attain eternal joy, | 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who bath | 


Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed | 
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 


done in earth as it is in heaven. Give us | 


| 
; 
| 





for Thine is the kingdom and the power and | 
the glory forever. Amen. 
CALL OF THE 

The SPEAKER. 


roll of 


,0LL OF MEMBERS, 


The Clerk will call the 
the House by States, to ascertain | 


The Clerk called the roll; and the following | 
Inem ibers answered to their npames: 


MAINE. 
James G. Blaine, 
John A, Peters. 


John Lynch, 
William P. Frye, 
Eugene Hale, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

ae Ilosea W. Parker. 

. Bell, 

VERMONT. 

Charles W. Willard, Worthington C. Smith, 
Luke P. Poland. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
James Bufiinton, Nathaniel P. Banks, 
Oakes Ames, George M. Brooks, 
Ginery Twichell, George F. Hoar, 
Samuel Hooper, William B. Washburn, 
Benjamin F. Butler, Henry L. Dawes. 
RHODE ISLAND. 
Benjamin T. Eames, James M. Pendleton. 
CONNECTICUT. 
Julius L. Strong, William H. Barnum. 
Henry H. Starkweather, 
NEW YORK. 
Elizur H. Prindle, 
Clinton L. Merriam, 
Ellis H. Roberts, 
William E. Lansing, 
R. Holland Duell, 
John E, Seeley, 
William H. Lamport, 
Milo Goodrich, 
Ilorace Boardman Smith, 


Ellery A. 
Samuel I 





Thomas Kinsella, 
Henry W. Slocum, 
Robert B. Roosevelt, 
William R. Roberts, 
Samuel 8. Cox, 
Fernando Wood, 
Clarkson N. Potter, 
Charles St. John, 
John H. Ketcham, 


Joseph H. Tuthill, Freeman Clarke, 
Eli Perry, Seth Wakeman, 
John Rogers, William Williams, 
John M. Carroll. Walter L. Sessions. 

NEW JERSEY. 
John W. Hazelton, John Hill, 
Samuel C. Forker, George A. Halsey. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Samuel J. Randall, 
John V. Creely, 
Leonard Myers. 
William D. Kelley, 
Alfred C. Harmer, R. Milton Speer, 
Ephraim L. Acker, Henry Sherwood, 
Washington Townsend, Samuel Griffith, 
J. Lawrence Getz, James 8. Negley, 
Oliver J. Dickey, Ebenezer McJunkin, 
John W. Killinger, William McClelland. 
John B. Storm, | 


DELAWARE. 
Benjamin T. Biggs. 


Ulysses Mereur, 

John B. Packer, 
Richard J. Haldeman, 
Benjamin F. Meyers, 





MARYLAND, 
Samuel Hambleton, Thomas Swann, 
Stevenson Archer, William M. Merrick, i 
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VIRGINIA. 

John T. Harris, 
Elliott M. Braxton, 
William Terry. 


John Criteher, 
James H. Platt, jr., 
Charles H. Porter, 
William H. H. Stowell, 

NORTH CAROLINA. 
Clinton L. Cobb, James M. Leach, 
Charles RK. Thomas, Francis E. Shober, 
Alfred M. Waddell, James C. Harper. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Joseph H. Rainey, Robert B. Elliott. 

GEORGIA. 
Richard H. Whiteley, Dudley M. DuBose, 
John 8. Bigby, William P. Price. 
Thomas J. Speer, 
ALABAMA. 
Benjamin 8. Turner, Peter M. Dox, 
Charles W. Buckley, Joseph H. Sloss. 
William A. Handley, 
MISSISSIPPI. 

George E. Harris, George C. McKee, 
Joseph L. Morphis, Legrand W. Perce. 
Henry W. Barry, 


LOUISIANA 
J. Hale Sypher, Chester B. Darrall. 
Lionel A. Sheldon, 

OHIO. 

John T. Wilson, 
Philadelph Van Trump, 
George W. Morgan, 
James Monroe, 
William P. Sprague, 
John A. Bingham, 
Jacob A. Ambler, 
William H. Upson, 
James A. Garfield. 


Aaron F. Perry, 
Job E. Stevenson, 
Lewis D. Campbell, 
John F. McKinney, 
Charles N. Lamison, 
John A. Smith, 
Samuel Shellabarger, 
John Beatty, 
Charles Foster, 
Erasmus D. Peck, 
KENTUCKY. 
Edward Crossland, William E. Arthur, 
Henry D. McHenry, James B. Beck, 
Joseph H. Lewis, George M. Adams, 
William B. Read, John M, Rice. 
Boyd Winchester, 
TENNESSEE, 
Roderick R. Butler, John M. Bright, 
Horace Maynard, W.C. Whitthorne, 


Abraham E. Garrett, Robert P. Caldwell. 
INDIANA 
William E, Niblack, James N. Tyner, 


Michael C. Kerr, 
Jeremiah M. Wilson, 
John Coburn, 
Mahlon D. Manson, 
ILLINOIS. 
Charles B. Farwell, 
John F, Farnsworth, 
Horatio C. Burchard, 
Bradford N. Stevens, 
Jesse H. Moore, 
James C. Robinson, 
MISSOURI. 
Samuel S. Burdett, 
Abram Comingo, 


John P. C. Shanks, 
William Williams, 
Jasper Packard. 


Edward Y. Rice, 
Samuel S. Marshall, 
John B. Hay, 

John M. Crebs. 


Erastus Wells, 
G. A. Finkelnburg, 
James R, McCormick, Isaac C. Parker, 
Harrison E. Havens, Andrew King. 
ARKANSAS. 
James M. Hanks, John Edw ards. 
Oliver P. Snyder, 
MICHIGAN, 
Henry Waldron, Omar D. Conger, 
William L. Stoughton, Jabez G. Sutherland. 


Austin Blair, 
FLORIDA. 
Josiah T. Walls. 
IOWA. 
George W. McCrary, Madison M. Walden, 
Aylett R. Cotton, Frank W. Palmer, 
William G. Donnan, Jackson Orr. 
WISCONSIN. 
J. Allen Barber, Philetus Sawyer, 
Charles A. Eldridge, Jeremiah M. Rusk. 


MINNESOTA. 
Mark H. Dunnell, John T. Averill. 
OREGON. 
James H. Slater. 
KANSAS. 
David P. Lowe. 
WEST VIRGINIA. 
John J. Davis, Frank Hereford. 
James C. McGrew, 
NEBRASKA. 
John Taffe. 
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The SPEAKER. The call of the roll dis- 
closes the presence of two hundred and three 
members—more than a quorum of the House. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate was received by 
Mr. Goruam, the Secretary of the Senate, 
informing the House that the Senate had 
ordered that the Secretary inform the House 
of Representatives that a quorum of the Sen- 
ute has assembled, and that the Senate is 
ready to proceed to business; also, that the 
Senate had passed the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee, consisting of two 
members, be appointed, to join such committee as 
may be appointed by the House of Representatives, 
to wait upon the President of the United States 
and inform him that a quorum of each House has 
assembled, and that Congress is ready to receive any 
communication he may be pleased to make. 

Ordered, That Mr. ANTHONY and Mr. Thurman 
be the committee on tho part of the Senate. 


COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE SENATE, 


Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following reselution; which was | 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed | 
to inform the Senate that a quorum of the House of 
Representatives has assembled, and that the House 
is ready to proceed to business. 


COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, by unanimous 
consent, submitted the following resolution ; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That a committee of three members be 
appointed on the part of the House, to join such | 
committee as may be appointed on the part of the 
Senate, to wait upon the President and inform him | 
that a quorum of both Houses hus assembled, and 
Congress is ready to receive any communication he | 
may be pleased to make. 


The SPEAKER appointed as such com- 
mittee on the part of the House, Mr. Gar- 
FieLD of Obio, Mr. Bair of Michigan, aud 
Mr. Cox of New York. 


PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. McCRARY. I rise for the purpose of | 
presenting the credentials of Hon. Sherman O. 
Houghton, member-elect from the first district 
of California. ‘They are regular in form. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from 
lowa has other credentials regular in form, 
perhaps he had better present them all at 
once, 

Mr. McCRARY. 
lar in form. 

Mr. KERR. I have credentials regular in 
form of Hon. John C. Conner, member-elect 
from the second district of Texas. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk of the House 
has received other credentials, two of which 
seem to be in regular form. 

Mr. KERR. This is one of those in regu- 
lar form. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I suggest that all 
members-elect who have not been sworn, and 
whose credentials are regular, be sworn in at 
once. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the 
list of those which have been received by him. || 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Connecticut—Stephen W. Kellogg. 

California—Sherman O. Houghtonand John 
M. Coghlan. 

- Jllinois—Henry Snapp and John L. Bever- | 
idge. 

Michigan—Wilder D. Foster. 

Texas—John C. Conner and John Hancock. 

The SPEAKER, Is there objection to 
swearing any of these members at this time? | 
If there be no objection the gentlemen whose || 
names have been read will be sworn in at 
once, 

There was no objection; and they were | 
accordingly sworn in. 


I have none other regu- 


| ton of Wisconsin, Benjamin ‘I. 
| Rhode 


| Cox of New York, Samuel J. 
| Pennsylvania, and Peter M. Dox of Alabama. 





Mr. McCRARY. I present the credentials 


| 
| 
WILLIAM T. CLARK, OF TEXAS. 
of William T. Clark, claiming a seat from the || 


third district of Texas, which are not in the |} land, and Dwight Townsend of New York. 


* 


' 
usual form. I move they be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Elections. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk has the creden- 
tials of W. S. Herndon, claiming a seat from 
the first district of Texas, of precisely a similar 
form. If there be no objection, the Chair will 
put the question on referring both of them 
to the Committee of Elections, and ordering 


| them to be printed. 


There was no objection ; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 
DELEGATES SWORN, 


The SPEAKER. The Delegate from the 


| District of Columbia and the Delegate from | 


the Territory of Montana have not been sworn 
in. Are they present? 

Mr. Norton P. Cutpman, Delegate from 
the District of Columbia, and Mr. Wiuitam H. 
Ciacert, Delegate from the Territory of Mon- 
tana, presented themselves, and qualified by 
taking the oaths prescribed by the Constitution 
and the act of July 2, 1862. 

STANDING COMMITTEES 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the 


| list of the standing commiitees for the Forty- | 


Second Congress. The Chair would state, in 
advance ofthe reading, that in the case of 


! 
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On the Public Lands—Jobn H. Ketchata of 
New York, Washington Townsend of Penn- 
sylvania, John B. Hawley of Illinois, Stephen 
W. Kellogg of Cennecticut, Mark H. Donnell 
of Minnesota, Jeremiah M. Rusk of Wiscon- 


sin, James R. McCormick of Missouri, John 


Ritchie of Maryland, and James H. Slater of 


| Oregon. 


| Jersey, Ginery 


On the Post Office and Post Roads—Jobn 
F. Farnsworth ot Lllinois, John Hill of New 
Twichell of Massachusetts, 


| James N. Tyner of Indiana, Samuel J. Ran 
| dall of Pennsylvania, Charles H. Porter of 


Virginia, Sherman Q. Houghton of California, 
Philadelph Van Trump of Ohio, and Jobu 
M. Carroll of New York. 

On Manufactures—Samvel S. Burdett of 
Missouri, Oakes Ames of Massachusetts, Wil- 


| liam H. Upson of Ohio, William H. H. Stow- 
| ell of Virginia, Robert C. De Large of South 


several committees which were appointed at || 


the last session, some changes have been 
made—some by request of the members, and 
some in consequence of considerations that 
made removal desirable. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Committee of Elections—George W. Me- 
Crary of lowa, George I. Hoar of Massachu- 
setts, Charles R. Thomas of North Carolina, 
Aaron F. Perry of Ohio, Gerry W. Hazle- 
Kames of 
Island, William HK. Arthur of Ken- 
tucky, William M. Merrick of Maryland, and 
Edward Y. Rice of Illinois. 

Of Ways and Means—Henry L. Dawes of 
Massachusetts, Horace Maynard of Tennessee, 
William D. Kelley of Pennsylvania, James 
Brooks of New York, Gustavus A. Finkeln- 
burg of Missouri, Horatio C. Burchard of Illi- 
nois, Kilis H. Roberts of New York, Michael | 


| C. Kerrof Indiana, and James B. Beck of Ken- | 


tucky. ' 
On Appropriations—James A. Garfield of 


| Ohio, Aaron A. Sargent of California, Oliver 


J. Dickey of Pennsylvania, Freeman Clarke 
of New York, Frank W. Palmer of Lowa, 


Eugene Hale of Maine, William E. Niblack 


| of Indiana, Samuel S. Marshall of Illinois, 


and Thomas Swann of Maryland. 
On Banking and Currency—Ss muel Hooper 


| of Massachusetts, Henry Waldron of Michi 


gan, Worthington C. Smith of Vermont, Charles | 
B. Farwell of Illinois, James Monroe of Ohio, 
Clinton L. Merriam of New York, Samuel 8. 
Randall of 


On the Pacific Railroad—William A. 
Wheeler of New York, James Buftinton of | 
Massachusetts, John Lynch of Maine, J. Hale 
Sypher of Louisiana, John W. Killinger of 
Pennsylvania, John L. Beveridge of Illinois, 
Sherman O. Houghton of California, John T. 
Averill of Minnesota, Erastus Wells of Mis- 


| souri, John F. McKinney of Ohio, Smith Ely, 


jr-, of New York, James C. Harper of North 
Carolina, and Henry D. McHenry of Ken- | 


| tucky. 


Of Claims—Austin Blair of Michigan, Julius 


| L. Strong of Connecticut, Charles W. Buck- 


ley of Alabama, William S. Holman of Indiana, 
H. Boardman Smith of New York, William P. 
Frye of Maine, Charles Foster of Ohio. John 
T. Harris of Virginia, and Henry D. Foster 
of Pennsylvania. 

On Commerce—Samuel Shellabarger of 
Ohio, Philetus Sawyer of Wisconsin, John 
Lynch of Maine, Omar D. Conger of Michi- 


| gan, Lionel A. Sheldon of Louisiana, James 
|S. Negley of Pennsylvania, William 8. Hol- 


man of Indiana, Samuel Hambleton of Mary- | 


Carolina, John M. Rice of Kentucky, John 
Rogers of New York, Bradford N. Stevens of 
Illinois, and William MeClelland of Pennsy! 
vania, 

On Agriculture—John T. Wilson of Ohio, 
Charles Hays of Alabama, Harrison E. He 
vens of Missouri, William H. Lamport of Ne 
York, Thomas J. Speer of Georgia, John W. 
Hazleton of New Jersey, Richard J. Halde 


| man of Pennsylvania, Abraham Lb. Garrett of 


‘Tennessee, and Edward Crossland of Ken- 
’ 
tucky. 

On Indian Affairs—John P. C. Shanks of 


| Indiana, Samuel S. Burdett of Missour!, John 


A. Smith of Ohio, John T. Averill of Minne 
sota, John V. Creely of Pennsylvania, Jolin 
Kdwards of Arkansas, George M. Adams of 
Kentucky, Alexander Mitchell of Wisconsin, 
and William Williams of New York. 

On Military Affairs—Jobn Coburn of In 
diana, William L. Stoughton of Michigan, 
John B. Hay of Illinois, William G. Donnan 
of Iowa, Frank Morey of Louisiana, George 
K. Harris of Mississippi, Henry W. Slocum 
of New York, Lewis D. Campbell of Ohio, 
and Willam Terry of Virginia. 

On the Militia—Lionel A. Sheldon of Lon- 
isiana, William L. Sprague of Ohio, Ginery 
Twichell of Massachusetts, Josiah T. Walls 
of Florida, Jeremiah M. Rusk of Wisconsin, 
John C. Conner of Texas, James G. Biair of 


| Missouri, Ephraim L. Acker of Pennsylvania, 


u 


and Joseph H. Tuthill of New York. 

lor the District of Columbia—Uenry HU. 
Starkweather of Connecticut, William Wil 
liams of Indiana, Luke P. Poland of Ver 
mont, Chester B. Darrall of Louisiana, Alfred 
C. Harmer of Pennsylvania, Aylett R. Cotton 
of lowa, Charles A. Eldridge of Wisconsin, 
John M. Crebs of Illinois, and Robert b. 
Roosevelt of New York. 

On the Judiciary—John A. Bingham of 
Ohio, Benjamin F. Butler of Massachusetts, 
John A. Peters of Maine, Ulysses Mereur of 
Pennsylvania, Jeremiah M. Wilson of Indiana, 
Milo Goodrich of Naw York, Charles A. Ed 
ridge of Wisconsin, Daniel W. Voorhees of 
indiana, and Clarkson N. Potter of New York. 

On Revolutionary Claims—Alexander 5. 
Wallace of South Carolina, James M. Pen 
dleton of Rhode Island, Elizar H. Prindle of 
New York, Ebenezer MeJunkin of Pennsy!| 
vania, William H. H. Stowell of Virginia, 
Abram Comingo of Missouri, John Hancock 
of Texas, William A. Handley of Alabama, 
and Samuel C. Forker of New Jersey. 

On Public Expenditures—Philetus Sawyer 
of Wisconsin, Julius L. Strong of Connecticut, 
Richard H. Whiteley of Georgia, David P. 
Lowe of Kansas, Wilder D. Foster of Michi 
gan, Thomas Kinsella of New York, Benjamin 
F. Meyers of Pennsylvania, John J. Davis of 
West Virginia, and William B. Read of Ken 
tucky. 

On Private Land Claims—Ulysses Mercur 
of Pennsylvania, William H. Upson of Ohio, 
James C. McGrew of West Virginia, If. Board- 
man Smith of New York, John M. Coghlan 
of California, J. Allen Barber of Wisconsin, 
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Richard J. Haldeman of Pennsylvania, Samuel 
N. Bell of New Hampshire, and John M. 


Bright of Tennessee. 

On Naval Affairs—Glenni W. Scofield of 
Pennsylvania, Henry H. Starkweather of Con- 
necticut, John H. Ketcham of New York, 
Charles Hays of Alabama, James H. Platt, jr., 
of Virginia, John M. Coghlan of California, 
Stevenson Archer of Maryland, Jabez G. Suth- 
erland of Michigan, and Washington C. Whit- 
thorne of Tennessee. 

On Foreign Affairs—Nathaniel P. Banks 
of Massachusetts, Leonard Myers of Pennsyl- 
vania, Charles W. Willard of Vermont, Jacob 
A. Ambler of Ohio, RK. Holland Duell of New 
York, Jasper Packard of Indiana, Fernando 
Wood of New York, George W. Morgan of 
Ohio, and James C. Robinson of Illinois. 

On the Territories—J ohn Taffe of Nebraska, 
George C. McKee of Mississippi, Elizur H. 
Prindle of New York, Isaac C. Parker of Mis- 
souri, David P. Lowe of Kansas, Lazarus D. 
Shoemaker of Pennsylvania, William H. Bar- 
num of Connecticut, William W. Vaughan of 
‘Tennessee, and rank Hereford of West Vir- 
ginia. 

On Revolutionary Pensions and War of 
1812—Charles W. Willard of Vermont, 
Charles H. Porter of Virginia, Benjamin T. 
Kames of Rhode Island, Clinton L. Cobb of 
North Carolina, William P. Sprague of Ohio, 
John M. Rice of Kentucky, Samuel C. lorker 
of New Jersey, Robert P. Caldwell of Ten- 
nessee, and Abram Comingo of Missouri. 

On Invalid Pensions—Jesse H. Moore of 
Illinois, Erasmus D. Peck of Ohio, Alexander 
S. Wallace of South Carolina, Ebenezer Me- 
Junkin of een Seth Wakeman of 
New York, Benjamin 8S. Turner of Alabama, 
John IT. Bird of New Jersey, Mahlon D. Man- 
son of Indiana, and Rt. Milton Speer of Penn- 
sylvania, 

On Railways and Canals—John B. Packer 
of Pennsylvania, Oakes Ames of Massachu- 
setts, . Halsey of New Jersey, Joseph 
l.. Morphis of Mississippi, Henry Snapp of 
Ilinois, Charles St. John of New York, Benja- 
min ‘T’. Biggs of Delaware, Boyd Winchester 
of Kentucky, and Charles N. Lamison of 
Ohio. 

On Mines and ee yA jron of 
Michigan, Aaron A. Sargent California, 
Nathaniel P. Banks of Massachusetts, Wor- 
thington C. Smith of Vermont, James S. Neg- 
ley of Pennsylvania, Walter L. Sessions of 
New York, Francis EK. Shober of North Caro- 
lina, Pierce M. B. Young of Georgia, and 
Charles W. Kendall of Nevada. 

On Freedmen’s Affairs—Clinton L. Cobb 
of North Carolina, George M. Brooks of Mas- 
sachusetts, Roderick K. Butler of Tennessee, 
John E. Seeley of New York, Oliver P. Snyder 
of Arkansas, Joseph H. Rainey of South Caro- 
lina, Samuel Griffith of Pennsylvania, Elliott 
M. Braxton of Virginia, and Andrew King of 
Missouri. 

On Education and Labor—Legrand W. 
Perce of Mississippi, George F. Hoar of Mas- 
sachusetts, Washington Townsend of Pennsyl- 
vania, Roderick LR. Butler of Tennessee, Mark 
H. Dunnell of Minnesota, Robert B. Elliott 
of South Carolina, Thompson W. McNeely of 
Illinois, John B. Storm of Pennsylvania, and 
Archibald T. Melntire of Georgia, 

On Revision of the Laws of the United 
States—Benjamin I. Butler of Massachusetts, 
Luke P. Poland of Vermont, Jacob A. Ambler 
of Ohio, William EK. Lansing of New York, 
John W. Killinger of Pennsylvania, John S. 
Bigby of Georgia, James M. Leach of North 
Carolina, Henry Sherwood of Pennsylvania, 
and Joseph H. Sloss of Alabama. 

On Coinage, Weights, and Measures—Wiil- 


George A 


ot 


liam D. Kelley of Pennsylvania, Samuel 
Hooper of Massachusetts, John Beatty of 
Ohio, William L. Stoughton of Miehigan, 


Johu Critcher of Virginia, William R. Rob- 
erts of New York, and Hosea W.’Pa 


New Hampshire. 


| ment—John Lynch of Maine, J. 


On Patents—Leonard Myers of Pennsyl- 
vania, Job I, Stevenson of Ohio, George H. 
Brooks of Massachusetts, Henry W. Barry of 
Mississippi, Madison M. Walden of Lowa, 
Joseph M. Warren of New York, Ellery A. 
Hibbard of New Hampshire, Edward I. Gol- 
laday of Tennessee, and Dudley M. DuBose 
of Georgia. 

On Public Buildings and Grounds—George 
A. Halsey of New Jersey, James N. Tyner 
of Indiana, James H. Platt of Virginia, Jack- 
son Orr of lowa, Charles B. Farwell of Illi- 
nois, Walter L. Sessionsof New York, J. Law- 
rence Getz of Pennsylvania, Erastus Wells of 
Missouri, and Eli Perry of New York. 

On 
Virginia, Chester B. Darrall of Louisiana, 
John W. Hazleton of New Jersey, Edward I. 
Golladay of Tennessee, and James G. Blair 
of Missouri. 
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December 4, 


COMMITTEE ON TILE TERRITORIES. 
Mr. CHAFFEFR. Isubmit the following ree. 


olution for consideration at this time: 
Resolved, That the Speaker be, and is hereby, ay. 
thorized to increase the number of the Committ.. 
on the Territories by the appointment of one tery; 
torial Delegate, who shall have the same rights and 
privileges in the committee as any other member, 
Mr. DAWES. I move that that resolutioy 
be referred to the Committee on the Rules. 
The SPEAKER. That would have to je 
done in case of a single objection to its pres. 


| ent consideration, as it requires a change of 
| the rules of this House, 


Mileage—James C. McGrew of West | 


Mr. DAWES. I think it had better he firg 
considered by the Committee on Rules. | 


| have no objection to the passage of tlie rego. 


On Accounts—James Buffinton of Massachu- 


setts, Philetus Sawyer of Wisconsin, George | 


Kk. Harris of Mississippi, Stevenson Archer 
of Maryland, and Joseph H. Lewis cf Ken- 
tucky. 


On Expenditures inthe State Department— | 


Omar D. Conger of Michigan, Richard H. 
Whiteley of Georgia, Harrison E..Havens of 
Missouri, John kKogers of New York, and 
Benjamin IF. Meyers of Pennsylvania. 

On Expenditures in the Treasury Depart 
Hale Sypher 


| of Louisiana, John B. Hay of Illinois, Wil- 
| liam H. Barnum of Connecticut, and Charles 
Kendall of Nevada. 


| W. 


On Expenditures in the War Department— 
William Williams of Indiana, J. Allen Barber 


of Wisconsin, Oliver P. Snyder of Arkansas, | 


Ephraim L. Acker of Pennsylvania, and 
Thomas Kinsella of New York. 

On Expenditures in the Navy Department— 
Stephen W. Kellogg of Connecticut, Isaac C. 
Parker of Missouri, Gerry W. 
Wisconsin, Benjamin T. 0 
and Joseph H. Tuthill of New York. 

On Expenditures in the Post Office Depart- 
rege aang W. Barry of Mississippi, Alfred 

Harmer of Pennsylvania, John 8. Bigby 


iGo. William R. Roberts of New York, 


and Francis E. Shober of North Carolina. 

On Expenditures in the Interior Depart- 
ment—John Hill of New Jersey, John A. 
Smith of Ohio, J. L. Beveridge of Hlinois, 
George M. Adams of Kentucky, and John C. 
Conner of Texas. 

On Expenditures on Public Buildings— 
John B. Hawley of Illinois, Joseph L.- Morphis 
of Mississippi, Lazarus D. Shoemaker of Penn. 
sylvania, Fernando Wood of New York, and 
Richard T. W. Duke of Virginia. 

On the Rules—The Speaker, Nathaniel P. 
Banks of Massachusetts, James A. Garfield 
of Ohio, Samuel 8. Cox of New York, and 
Samuel J. Randall of Pennsylvania. 


Joint Committee on Printing—John Beatty | 


|| of Ohio, James M. Pendleton of Rhode Island, 


rker of | 


| 





| den of lowa, George C. 


and William P. Price of Georgia. 
Joint Commitiee on the Library—John A. 
Peters of Maine, William A. Wheeler of New 


| York, and Lewis D Campbell of Obio. 
Joint Committee on Enrolied Bills—Chat'es | 


VY. Buckley of Alabama, Wilder D. Foster of 
Michigan, and John IT’. Bird of New Jersey. 


Joint Select Committee on Insurrectionary | 
Horace | 


States—Luke P. Polaid of Vermont, 
Maynard of Tennessee, Glenni W. Seofield of 
Pennsylvania, John F. Farnsworth of Illinois, 
John Coburn of Indiana, Job E. Stevenson of 
Ohio, Benjamin F. Butler of Massachusetts, 
William E. Lansing of New York, Samuel S. 
Cox of New York, James B. Beck of Kentucky, 
Philadelph Van Trump of Ohio, Alfred M. 
Waddell of North Carolina, James C. Robinson 
of Illinois, and James M. Hanks of Arkansas. 

Select Committee on the Mississippi Levees— 
Frank Morey of Louisiana, Madison M. Wal- 
McKee of Mississippi, 
J. Lawrence Getz of Pennsylvania, and Rich- 
ard T. W. Duke of Virginia. 


Hazleton of | 
Biggs of Delaware, | 











— 
— 


| was received, 


| virtue of the authority conferred | 


|| uniformly 


lution, but it should come from the Commit- 
tee on Rules. 

Mr. CHAFIFEE. Very well; 
the Committee on Rules. 

No objection being made, 


let it go to 


the resolution 
and referred to the Committee 
on Rules. 


TREATY OF WASHINGTON. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, submitted 


the following resolution; which wes referred 
under the law to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the 
Ilouse twenty thousand copies of the treaty 
Washington and the accompanying documents, a 
furnished by the State Department to the Senate. 


MILITARY RULE IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. BECK. I desire to offer the following 
resolution calling for executive information: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, requested to inform this House 
under What provisions of the law ot April 20, 1871, 
if any, and, if not under that law, by what author- 
ity, be has caused the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, and the constitution and laws of the 
State of South Carolina, to be set aside, and martial 
law declared, and the writ of habeas corpus sus- 
pended in Spartanburg, Union, and seven other 
counties in the State of South Carolina, whereby the 
courts and civil authorities are unable to afford 
protection to the lives, liberties, and rights of the 
people therein, and all of them left at the mercy of 
such military subordinates as he has seen or may 
sce fit to place over them. He is specially requested 
to lay before this House all the acts of insurrection, 
resistance, or opposition to the laws of the United 
States committed in each of those counties at any 
time after the 20th of April, 1871, prior to the date 
of his proclamation of martial law, giving the char- 
acter of the offenses, the facts relative thereto, and 
the names of the offenders so far as ascertained. 
Ile is further requested to lay before the House 
any cases of resistance to the execution of the pro- 
cess of the civil courts, or the officers either of the 
United States or of the State of South Carolina, by 
any of the citizens of any of the counties in which 
the guarantees of constitutional liberty have been 
annulled by his proclamation aforesaid since the 
passage of the act of April 20, 1871, aforesaid; 
and that he give the names of all of said citizens 
who have been arrested or bapringnat under and by 
»y his proclama- 
tion, with the violations of law with which each is 
charged, and the dates at which it is alleged they 
committed the offenses for which they were so 
arrested and imprisoned; and that he give this 
House full information as to all the statements of 
fact on which he acted in issuing his proclamation 
aforesaid, giving the names of his informants, their 
statements when made to him in writing, and the 
substance of them when made verbally, so that this 
House ean determine what steps are necessary to 
restore to the citizens of the counties aforesaid, and 
especially to those who are not guilty of offenses 
against the United States, the equal protection ol 
the laws with the people ef other portions of the 
country, under theforms prescribed by the Consti- 
tution of the United States. 


The SPEAKER. 


f 
0 


This being a call for 


| executive information, unanimous consent is 


necessary for its consideration on this day. 

Mr. DAWES. I object. 

Mr. BECK. I move to suspend the rules 
in order that the resolution may be acted on 
now. - 

The SPEAKER. Under the construction 
maintained, the rules cannot be 
suspended on the first Monday of the session, 


because the rule provides that such motion 


| shall be in order ‘‘at the expiration of one 


hour after the Journal is read.’’ There hav- 
ing been no Journal read to-day, the motion 
is not in order. 

Mr. BUTLER 


,, of Massachusetts. Is there 
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1871. 


any objection to having the resolution re- 
ferred? 


Mr. DAWES. I do not object to its being 


| referred. 


Mr. BECK. Let it be referred. ’ 
The SPEAKER. To a select committee? 
Mr. MAYNARD. I suggest that the proper 


reference would be to the joint committee on | 


the condition of the late insurrectionary States. 
The SPEAKER. That would be the ap- 

propriate reference. If there be no objection 

the resolution will be so referred. i 
There being no objection, the resolution 


was referred to the joint committee on the | 


condition of the late insurrectionary States. 
PERSONAL SECURITY IN KENTUCKY. 
Mr. STEVENSON. 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, requested to communicate to 


I desire to offer the 


this House any information he may have relative to | 


the security of life, person, and property in the State 
of Kentucky. 

The SPEAKER. This being a call for 
executive information, unanimous consent is 
necessary for its consideration on this day. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I object. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Lask that the resolu- 


tion may be referred to the joint committee on | 


the condition of the late insurrectionary States. 
There being no objection, the resolution was 


| so referred. 


CLERK TO JUDICIARY COMMITTEE, 
Mr. BINGHAM, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be | 


authorized to appoint a clerk for the remainder of 
this Congress, with the same compensation he re- 
ceived in the last Congress. 


REPEAL OF INCOME TAX. 

Mr. KETCHAM, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 441) to repeal 
the income tax; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

RELINQUISHMENT OF TITLE TO LANDS. 


Mr. SHELDON, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a biil (H. R. No. 442) to relin- 


WAR OF 1812. 


Mr. STRONG, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 447) in alteration 
of an act granting pensions to soldiers and 


ssailors of the war of 1812, and the widows of 


deceased soldiers ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions and War of 1812, and 
ordered to be printed. 

BOUNTY LANDS. 


Mr. DUELL, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. K. No. 448) granting bounty 
lands to all honorably discharged soldiers and 


| sailors who were mustered into the service of 


the United States in the war commenced in | 


1861 for the snppression of the rebellion; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 


| ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
| and ordered to be printed. 


duced a bill (H. R. 


NAVIGATION AND COMMERCIAL INTERESTS. 


Mr. LYNCH, by unanimous consent, intro- 
No. 449) to revive the 
navigation and commercial interests of the 
United States, which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 


RESUMPTION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS. 
Mr. LYNCH, by unanimous consent, also 


introduced a bill (H. R. No. 450) to provide 
for the resumption of specie payments ; which 


was read a first and second time, referred to | 


the Committee on Banking and Currency, and 
ordered to be printed. 


EQUALIZATION OF SALARIES. 


Mr. MeCORMICK, of Arizona, by unani- | 


mous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


| 451) to equalize and fix the salaries of the 


Governors and secretaries of the Territories 


of the United States of America; which was | 
read a first and second time, referred to the | 


Committee on the Territories, and ordered to 


| be printed. 


quish the title of the United States to certain | 
jands in the State of Louisiana; which was || 


read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 


PAYMENT FOR COTTON. 


Mr. SHELDON, by unanimous consent, also || 


introduced a bill (H. R. No. 443) to author- 
ize the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to 


the owners the proceeds of certain cotton, | 
seized in violation of instructions from the || 


Treasury Department; which was read a first 

and second time, referred to the Committee 

on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY LEVEE COMPANY. 

Mr. SHELDON, by unanimous consent, also 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 444) to incorpo- 
rate the Mississippi Valley Levee Company, 
and for other purposes; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Railways and Canals, and ordered to be 
printed. 


CHARLES W. WHITNEY. 


Mr. ARCHER, by unanimous consent, intro- 


duced a bill (H. R. No. 445) for the relief of | 
Charles W. Whitney; which was read a first || 


and second time, referred to the Committee 
: ; : 
on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 


PORT OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA. 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania, b 
unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 446) to abolish the office of surveyor at 
the port of Chester, Pennsylvania, and for 


other purposes; which was read a first and | 


BOUNTY LANDS. 
Mr. MANSON, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. RK. No. 452) to 


widows and children of such as are dead; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
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“ "7 
| fifth. When this was brought to his notice, the 


President, by a proclamation, directed the pay 


to be made according to the manifest intent of 
the law, the same as if that law had not passed. 


| But some of them had received this pay during 


all the time, so that a portion of them received 
at one rate and a portion at another. 


After 
this proclamation was issued, the general law 
put upon the appropriation bill, prohibiting the 


taking of appropriations for any one year and 


settling such accounts, prevented the settle- 


ment of these accounts in accordance with the 


grant | 
| bounty lands to the soldiers who served in the || 
late war to suppress the rebellion, and to the | 


ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, | 


and ordered to be printed. : 
PAY OF GOVERNMENT LABORERS, ETC. 
Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, intro- 


duced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 47) in | 


relation to pay of laborers, workmen, and 


mechanics employed by or on behalf of the | 


Government of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. DAWES. 
the joint resolution be put upon its passage. 

The SPEAKER. The joint resolution will 
be read for information, after which objec- 
tions, if any, will be in order. 

The joint resolution was read as follows: 


Lask unanimous consent that | 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives | 


of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the proper accounting officers be and hereby 
are authorized and directed, in the settlement of all 
accounts for the services of laborers, workmen, and 
mechanics employed by or on behalf of the Govern - 
ment of the United States, between the 25th day of 
June, 1868, the date of the act eonstituting eight 
hours a day’s work for ajl such laborers, workmen, 
and mechanics, and the 19th day of May, 1869, the 
date of the proclamation of the President concern- 
ing such pay, to settle and pay for the same without 


| reduction on account of reduction of hours of labor 


by said act; and a sufficient sum for said purpose 
8 
frommes not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, I will, with the 
leave of the House, state the occasion for this 
resolution. On the passage of the act of Con- 
gress, making eight hours a day’s work for 
mechanics and laborers, some of the super- 
intendents of public works construed it as 


Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. || pay was at once reduced two tenths, or one 


hereby appropriated out of any money in the i] 


| members; 











| 


I | authorizing them to cut down, in propor- | 
secend time, referred to the Committee of || tion, the wages of the workmen, so that their 


| 





| 


President’s proclamation. Hence the neces- 
sity for this joint resolution. 

There being no objection, the joint resolu- 
tion was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accord 
ingly read the third time and passed. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reeonsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
COMMITTEE FOR THE DISTRICT. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to sub- 
mit to the House a question which somewhat 
embarrasses him. ‘The law reorganizing the 
government of the District of Columbia pro 
vided that the Delegate from the District of 
Columbia should be a member of the Commit 
tee for the District of Columbia. The Chair 
is governed by the rules of the House, which 
are made under an express provision of the 
Constitution of the United States giving to 
each House the right to make its own rules; 
and the rules of the House provide that the 
Committee for the District of Columbia shall 


consist of nine members of the House. Look- 


| ing at the duties laid on the Chair by the rule 


he has referred to under the Constitution, lhe 
did not feel at liberty to constitute the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia of ten 
and it becomes necessary, as be 
tween the law, which seemed to change the 
rule of the House, and between the rule of the 
House as it stands, for the House to determine 
what course shall be taken. If the Delegat 
from the District of Columbia is to be present 
with the committee merely in an advisory 


| capacity, the committee, under the Jaw of 


courtesy, would no doubt like to have him 


there. But if he is to be a voting member his 
function would be a much larger one, and 
] 


larger than ever was accorded before to a Del 
egate on this floor. Under the circumstances 
the Chair has not announced the Delegate 
from the District of Columbia as a member of 
the committee, and he will wait the instruc 
tions of the House as to what should be done 
in the premises. 

Mr. DAWES. I move that the rules of the 
House be so suspended as to allow the ap- 


|| pointment by the Speaker of the Delegate from 


the District of Columbia as a member of the 
Committee for the District. 

Mr. WOOD. It appears to me that this is 
a very similar question to that presented by 
the Delegate from Colorado, [Mr. Cuarres, } 
and that it isa proper question to go to the 
Committee on the Rules. 1 propose that it 


| shall take that course. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Woop] proposes that the question 
be referred to the Committee on the Rules. If 
there be no objection, it will be so referred. 

There was no objection. 

DELEGATES PRESENT. 

The SPEAKER. In calling the list of 
membersthis morning, the names of the Dele- 
gates were omitted. They will now be called. 

The roll was called; and the following Delc- 
gates answered to their names: 

Utah—William H. Hooper. 

Washington—Selucius Garfielde. 

Colorado—Jerome B. Chaffee. 

Dakota—Moses K. Armstrong. 

Arizona—Richard C. McCormick. 

Idaho—Samuel A. Merritt. 
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The SPEAKER. The Delegate from the 
District of Columbia and the Delegate from 
Montana have already been at the bar of the 
House, and their names are presented on the 
Journal. They have not, therefore,been called 
now. 

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE FUNDS. 


Mr. MAYNARD, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 453) for the bet- 
ter security of agricultural eollege funds ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Education and Labor. 


POST-ROUTE BILLS. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. I ask unani- 
mous consent to introduce a bill for the estab 
lishment of a post route. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will inform 
the gentleman from Tennessee that bills for 
the establishment of post routes can be intro- 
duced at the Clerk’s Sod jee as petitions are 
presented. 


STURGEON BAY AND LAKE MICIIIGAN CANAL, 


Mr. SAWYER, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 48) 
extending the time for the completion of the 
Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan ship-canal ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Publie Lands. 

Mr. RANDALL. Can that joint resolution 
be brought back by a motion to reconsider ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will consider 
that it cannot be brought back by a motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. DAWES. I move that the House take 
a recess for half an hour. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly, 
(at five minutes past one o’clock, p. m.,) the 
House took a recess. 

After the recess, (at one o’clock and thirty- 
five minutes, p. m.,) the House resumed its 
session. 


COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The committee 
appointed to wait on the President, to inform 
him that the two Houses are ready to receive 
any communication that he may have to make, 
have discharged that duty, and the President 
directed them to report to the House that he 
is ready immediately to communicate to the 
House a message in writing. 


PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Horace 
Poxrer, his Private Secretary. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the 
annual message of the President, which was 
read, [See Senate proceedings. ] 

Mr. DAWES. I move that the message be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union and printed for the use of 
the members; and that it be printed but once 
in the Globe. I will then make a motion to 
print extra copies. 

Mr. BANKS. I ask my colleague to allow 
me to offer a resolution with reference to the 
printing of the message, to which I think he 
will not object. It is for the convenience of 
the House. 

Mr. DAWES. I will bear it read. 

The Clerk read the resolution as follows : 

Resolved, That. the Public Printer be directed to 
furnish to the House without delay, in a separate 
form, the several reports of the heads of Depart- 
ments referred to in the message of the President. 

The SPEAKER. That does not conflict 
with the motion of the gentleman’s colleague, 
[Mr. Dawes. ] 

Mr. BANKS. Not at all. 

Mr. DAWES. Let my motion be first dis- 
posed of, and my colleague can then offer his 
resolution. My motion provides that the mes- 
sage shall be printed but once in the Globe. 
It has been the custom to repeat it in the 
Globe. 

Mr. Dawes’s motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DAWES. I now move that twenty 
thousand extra copies be printed. 

‘The motion was referred, under the law, to 
the Committee on Printing. 


Mr. BANKS. I now offer my resolutione 
which has been read, but modified so as to 
include the message as well as the reports. 

The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 


TAXATION. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire to offer the 
resolutions which I send to the Clerk’s desk, 
and [ask that they may be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. I did intend 
to ask the favor of the House to allow me to 
explain somewhat the resolutions in ten or fif- 
teen minutes, but at this hour I forbear to do 
so, with the expectation that the subject will 
be before us before long, and that an ample 
opportunity will be afforded to discuss fully 
the important propositions which I present. 

The Clerk read the resolutions as follows: 


Resolved, That with a view to establish a more 
equitable system of taxation, and a greater economy 
in the collection of the internal revenue, the Con- 
stitution of the United States should beso amended 
as that all direct taxes shall be assessed on the basis 
of wealth instead of population, and the amount 
required by the Federal Government apportioned 
among the States accordingly, and each State left 
free to assess, collect, and pay over the amount so 
required of it through its own officers in such man- 
ner as the State authorities may see fit to adopt. 

Resolred further, That inthe readjustment of the 
tariff, with a view as well to equalize its burdens 
and its benefits among all classes of the people, as 
to simplify and give permanence and stability to the 
system, and to reduce the expenses of collecting the 
customs, a bill should be reported providing, first, 
that but one rate of duty shall be imposed upon all 


duty-paying articles imported, thereby giving to | 


every department of American labor an equality of 
protection 
echedule of articles, specifically named, to be free 
from duties, consisting exclnsively of such foreign 
products as cannot be profitably produced in the 
United States and are absolutely necessary for the 
success of American industries: third, the specifi- 
cation of a gross or standard sum deemed necessary 
to be raised annually by the bill, and requiring the 
Secretary of the Treasury, when, at the expiration 
of any fiscal year, it shall be found that the gross 
receipts are $10,000,000less than said standard amount, 
to increase the duties upon all dutiable articles suck 
per cent, as may be estimated necessary to raise the 
annual receipts to such standard sum; and when, at 
the expiration of any fiscal year, it shall be found 
that the receipts are $10,000,000 more than such stand- 
ard amount, he shall in like manner cause the 
duties on all dutiable articles to be reduced such 
per cent. as may be estimated necessary to bring 
down the annual receipts to the gross sum contem- 
plated by the bill. 


No objection being made, the resolutions 


were received and referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House the annual report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. DAWES. I move that it be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REFUNDING THE PUBLIC DEBT. 
Mr. COX. I ask 


submit the following preamble and resolution 
for consideration at this time: 


Whereas it is alleged that the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in placing the newly authorized five per 
cent. bonds upon the market has, in defiance of 
the law creating them, increased the public bonded 
debt, and has exceeded the one-half of one percent. 
allowed by the funding act for all expenses in 


| placing said loan: Therefore 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be directed to investigate the said transaction, and 
have power tu send for persons and papers, and to 
report the amount ef such increase of the bonded 
debt, if any, the agents employed and paid by him 
for the service rendered, all contracts pertaining to 


| the same, and the sums paid said agents. 


| 
| 
i 


The question being on agreeing to the pre- 
amble and resolution, 

Mr. DAWES and Mr. BANKS objected. 

Mr. COX. Then I ask that they be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. DAWES. I have no objection to their 
reference. 

The motion to refer was agreed to. 


to the extent of the duty; second, a | 


unanimous consent to || 
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CURRENCY REPORT. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consen;: 
laid before the House the annual report ¢ 
the Comptroller of the Currency, which wa: 
referred to the Committee on Banking an, 
Currency. 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consenj. 


| also laid before the House a letter transmit. 


ting a detailed statement of the amount ye. 
quired to be appropriated out of the revenues 
of the Department for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1871, which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 


and ordered to be printed. 
REPORTS OF FOREIGN CLAIMS COMMIsstov. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
also laid before the House a letter from the 


| Secretary of State informing the House that 


the amount appropriated by Congress, $3,000, 
for the collation and publication of the reports 
of the foreign claims commission, between 
the United States and other countries, to be 
expended under direction of the Secretary of 
State, is insufficient even to pay the expenses 
of making copies of the necessary documents: 
that the necessities and pressure of the curren: 


| public business of the Department have been 
'and promise to be so great that it is not 
| deemed judicious and practicable to withdraw 


from their duties the number of clerks suffi- 
cient to insure the successful completion of 
the compilation, and recommending the appro- 
priation of $15,000, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, to enable the Department to 


| employ a competent person to make the com- 





pilation, and a sufficient clerical force to make 

copies of such papers as may be required. 
Mr. BANKS. 1 move that the communica- 

tion just read be referred to the Committee on 

Foreign Affairs and ordered to be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


AMENDMENT OF TAX LAWS. 


Mr. COX, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 454) to provide judicial pro- 
ceedings in all cases of assessment and collec- 
tion of Federal taxes, to prevent seizures of 
books, papers, &c., and for the abolition of 
moieties and informers; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAWES. 1 move that the House now 
adjourn. 

Lhe motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
(at two o’clock and forty minutes p. m.) the 
House adjourned. 


ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 


PETITIONS, 


| under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


committees: 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
William C. ‘Taber and 103 others, ciiizens of 
New Bedford, Massachusetts, praying for the 
prompt repeal of the tax on savings institu 


| tions. 


Also, the memorial of Eli Wodell, of Fall 
River, Massachusetts, praying that a pension 
be granted to him. 

By Mr. DUELL: The petition of Delos 
McGraw, H. C. Hendrick, C. D. Greenman, 
and 62 cthers, citizens of McGrawville, Cort 
land county, New York, praying Congress to 
grant an invalid pension to l'rederick A. Gar 
lick for services in the war of 1861. 

By Mr. EAMES: A petition for a special 
act of Congress allowing a pension to Sarah 
S. Turner, widow of Peter Turner, late com- 
modore in the United States Navy. 

Also, a petition for a special act of Congress 
allcwing a pension to Jane D. Mumford. 

Also, the petition of Christopher G. Dodge, 
to have refunded a sum of money paid by him 
as surety into the United States Treasury. 

By Mr. McCRARY: The petition of Russell 
Smith, of Farmington, Iowa, praying to be 
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allowed a pension on account of wounds re- 
ceived at the battle of Athens, Missouri. 
Also, the petition of Matthew Morgan, a 
private in company I, fortieth regiment lowa 
volunteers for an invalid pension. 
Also, the petition of D. W. Clark and others, 
of Louisa county, lowa, praying the establish- 
ent of a post route. 
. Also, the petition of John W. Walton, ad- 
ministrator of the estate of Henry Barcus, 
praying that certain bounty money may be 
paid to him. = ; Y 
Also, the petition of James B. Doran, praying 
for the payment of bounty money, back pay, &e. 
By Mr. E. H. ROBERTS: The petition of 
David J. Willard for pay for sabers furnished. 
By Mr. WILLARD: The petition of Wil- 
liam Andrews, of Vermont, for reissue of 
United States bonds. 





IN SENATE. 
‘T'vuespay, December 5, 1871. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
man, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings 
was read and approved. 

Hon. Ext Sautsspury, from the State of 
Delaware, and Hon. Georce Vickers, from 
the State of Maryland, appeared in their seats 
to-day. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 


Senate a report of the Secretary of the Inte- | 
rior, transmitting, in obedience to law, an in- | 


ventory of all the property of the United 
States now in his Department; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair sub- 


mits a statement from the Treasurer of the | 


United States, transmitting his adjusted quar- 
terly accounts of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the United States for the third and 
fourth quarters of 1868, and the first and 
second quarters of 1869, being for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1869. It is, as the Sen- 
ate will see, very bulky, and the question as 
to the propriety of printing it was discussed 
to some extent at the last session of Con- 
gress. If there be no objection, the question 
of printing it will be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing when appointed. It em- 
braces four very large manuscript volumes. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I trust the committee 
will not propose that this document be printed, 
because it was printed for several years, and | 
doubt whether a copy was ever called for. It 
is a detailed statement of the items of ex- 
penditure. It was printed for years, and I 
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| No. 331) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act 


| deceased 


|| granting pensions to certain soldiers and sail- 


ors of the war of 1812, and the widows of 
soldiers,’’ approved* February 14, 
1871; which was read twice by its title, and 


_ ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 


Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 


(S. No. 332) authorizing mail steamship ser- | 


| vice in the Gulf of Mexico between the port 
of New Orleans, Louisiana, and certain ports 


of the republic of Mexico; which was read 


| twice by its title, and ordered to lie on the 


table, and be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce wu bill (S. No. 333) 
for the better organization of the district courts 
of the United States within the State of Louis- 


iana; which was read twice by its title, and | 


ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
Mr. CORBETT asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a_ bill 


(S. No. 334) to restore the office of the director | 
of the Bureau of Statistics; which was read | 


twice by its title, and ordered to lie on the 


_ table, and be printed. 


TEHMUANTEPEC EXPEDITION REPORT. 

Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unant- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the 


Secretary of the 


| directed to furnish the Senate with the report and 


have been informed that the document has || 


lain in the document-room and never been 
called for. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is 
informed that of late years it has not been the 
uniform practice to print this document, but 
at the last session inquiry was made by the 
Senator’s colleague as to its non-appearance ; 


and hence the Chair drew attention to it on | 


this occasion, in presenting it. 
of printing will be referred to the Committee 
on Printing, when that committee shall be 
appointed by the Senate. In the mean time 
the document will lie on the table. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. KELLOGG presented the memorial of 
the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce, pray- 
ing for the return of the cotton tax to those by 
whom it was paid ; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of E. 
B. Lott, of Mobile, Aiabama, praying for the 
removal of his political disabilities; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. || reported. 


The question | 


accompanying maps of the United States ship-canal 
expedition to the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, Mexico, 
commanded by Captain RK. W. Shufelt, United States 
Navy. 

BRANCH MINT AT NEW ORLEANS. 


Mr. KELLOGG submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to transmit to the Senate any information 
on file in his Department, or which he may be able 
to procure, showing when the branch mint at New 
Orleans was established; how long it was continued 
in operation; what amount of silver or other metal 
was coined at said mint each year during the time 
the same was in operation; also from whence said 
silver or other metal so coined was imported; also 
the value of said branch mint property, including 
grounds, buildings, and machinery ; on what terms 
and conditions, and for what purpose said grounds 
were deeded by the city of New Orleans to the Uni- 
ted States, and what reason exists, if any, why said 
branch mint should not be reéstablished for the 
coinage of silver or copper, or both. 


RETIREMENT OF RUSSIAN MINISTER. 
Mr. CAMERON submitted the following 


resolution; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate, if in his 


opinion this should not be contrary to the public 1 
| interest, all official correspondence upon the subject | 


of the retirement of Mr. Constantin Catacazy, the 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary 


of his Majesty the emperor of Russia to the United | 


States. 
MESSAGE FROM THK HOUSE 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPuersony, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 47) in relation to pay of laborers, 


workmen, and mechanics employed by or on | 
behalf of the Government of the United States ; | 


in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
requested, 


MARTIAL LAW IN SOUTIL CAROLINA. 


Mr. BLAIR. I ask the Senate now to take 
up the regolution that I offered yesterday. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. A motion to 


| take up the resolution is now in order. 


Mr. BLAIR. I make that motion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Has that resolution been 
printed yet? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It has been 
printed. Does the Senator from Missouri 
desire that the resolution be reported to the 


| Senate before the question is put on taking 


Mr. COOPER asked, and by unanimous 


it up? 
Mr. BLAIR. Yes, sir. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to have it 


Navy be || 
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The Chief Clerk read the resolution as fel- 
| 


lows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, requested to inform the Senate 
under what provisions of the law of April 20, IS71, 
if any, and if not under that law, by what authority 
he has caused the Constitution and laws of the 
United States and the constitution and laws of the 

| State of South Carolina to be set aside and martial 
law declared, and the writ of habeas corpus sus- 
) pended in the counties of Spartanburg, Marion, 
York, Newberry, Chester, Laurens, Fairfield, 
Laneaster, and Chesterfield, in the State of Seuth 
| Carolina, whereby the courts and civil authorities 
are unable to afford protection to the lives, liberties, 
and rights of the people therein, and all of them 
left at the merey of such military subordinates as he 
| has seen or may see fit to place over them. Heis 
especially requested to lay before the Senate all the 
acts of insurrection, resistance, or opposition to the 
laws of the United States committed in each of these 
| counties at any time after the 20th day of April, 
1871, prior to the date of his proclamation of martial 
law, giving the character of the offenses, the facts 
relative thereto, andthe names of the offenders, so 
far as ascertained. He is further requested to lay 
before the Senate any cases of resistance to the 
execution of the processof the civil courts, or the 
oflicers either of the United States or of the State of 
South Carolina, by any of the citizens of any of the 
counties in which the guarantees of constitutional 
liberty have been annulled by his proclamation 
aforesaid since the passage of the act of April 20, 
1871, aforesaid, and that he give the names ot all of 
said citizens who have been arrested or imprisoned 
under and by virtue of the authority conferred by 
his proclamation, with the violations of law with 
which each is charged and the dates at which it is 
alleged they committed the offenses for which they 
were sourrested and imprisoned; and that he give 
the Senate full information as to all the statements 
| of facts on which he acted in issuing his proclama- 
| tion aforesaid, giving the names of his informauts, 
their statements, when made to him in writing, and 
the substance of them when made verbally, so that 
| Congress can determine what steps are necessary to 
restore to the eitizens of the counties aforesaid, and 
| especially to those who are not guilty of offenses 


|| against the United States, the equal protection of 


the laws with the people of other portions of the 
country, under the forms prescribe by the Consti- 
tution of the United States. 


Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, this resolution 
contemplates that the President shall lay be- 
| fore the Senate an account of the manner in 

which he has executed the extraordinary au- 
| thority devolved upon him by Congress. I 
understand that large numbers of citizens have 
been arrested for alleged crimes in the State 
of South Carolina, in the counties designated 
in the President’s proclamation, and that of 
all those arrested nine tenths were arrested for 
| alleged crimes committed before the passage 
of the act of Congress of April 20, 1871, 
| giving the President this authority. I have 

seen statements in the papers of the names of 

the parties, and of the crimes alleged to have 

been committed by them, which prove to be 
| the same incidents or circumstances in regard 
to which the Committee on Outrages in the 
Southern States have examined witnesses, and 
those circumstances all occurred prior to the 
passage of the act under which the President 
proclaimed martial law, so that these parties 
have been arrested for offenses, or alleged 
offenses, committed anterior to the time when 
the Federal courts had any jurisdiction what- 
ever, and anterior to the time when the au- 
thority was conferred upon the President—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President—— 

The VICK PRESIDENT. For what pur- 
pose does the Senator from Vermont rise? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. [I rise to make a parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont has risen to make an inquiry, 
in the nature of a point of order. The Sen- 
ator from Missouri will, therefore, suspend 
his remarks for the present. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I inquire whether the 
discussion of the merits of this question is in 
order on the motion to take up? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair was 
about, when the Senator from Missouri should 
have concluded this paragraph of his remarks, 
to state to him, as it is the Chair’s duty to do, 
and as he has so often had occasion to do at 
|| previous sessions, that the eleventh rule, to be 
|| found at page 134 of the new edition of the 
| Rules, Manual, &c., reads as follows: 


** Motions to take up or proceed to the considera- 
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tion of any question shall be determined without 
debate up 


mn the merits of the question proposed to 
be consi lered. : 

The administration of this rule forms one 
of the most unpleasant duties of the Chair, 
both sides of the Chamber 
have witnessed in the past. The Chair did 
not check the Senator from Missouri, because 
he supposed that Senator desired simply to 
state Lo the Senate the scope and intent of his 
resolution. 

Mr. BLAIR. 
Slate. 

Ihe VICK PRESIDENT. Bat the merits 
of it cannot be debated at this time, and the 
Senator was certainly proceeding to debate on 
the merits of the proposition proposed to be 
considered.» After it shall be taken up, then, 
of course, 
order. 

Mr. CONKLING. As the Senator has been 
interrupted, may | ask him a question? 

Mr. BLAIR, Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. I inquire whether the 
Senator isaware thata resolution, which seems 
to be this resolution in precise words, was, on 
the motionof amember of the Senator's party, 
a distinguished member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, offered in that body yesterday and 
referred to a committee—a committee as well 
of this body as of the House, being the joint 
committee on this general subject, of which 
‘he Senator from Missouri is himself a mem- 
her? I make the inquiry because the resolu- 
tion, having been referred to that committee, 
(and without objection as I believe on the part 
of the member who offered it, at least so far 
iS appears on the record, ) I thought it very 


ns Senators on 


That was all I proposed to 


likely that that fact might answer the purpose | 


ot the Senator from Missouri; and if so, it 


might modify his wish as to taking it up here. 

the VICK PRESIDENT, The Chair must 
now state to the Senator from New York that 
hy another rule to be found in the Manual, it 
is not Considered proper to refer to what has 
been done in the other branch, because, as the 
Manual states in its peculiar language, ‘it 
might interfere with the independency of the 
two Llouses.”’ 
to interrupt Senators. 

Mr. CONKLING. If the Chair will pardon 
me, | supposed | was within the rule by rea- 


son of the fact that this was a joint committee, | 
and the resolution had been committed to a | 
comunittee as well of this body (as I took pains | 


to say) as of the other. That being the case, 
I supposed | might be permitted in this in- 
stance to refer to it. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It was, 
ever, action of the other House to which the 
Senator referred. The question now is on 
proceeding to the consideration of the resolu- 
tion, which does not involve debate on the 
merits, as hag been repeatedly ruled, and as 
the rule expressly states. 

Mr. BLAIR. Under that decision I have 
nothing more to say. 

Mr. MORTON, On the question of taking 
up the resolution at this time, | desire to say 
a single word. It occurs to me that the sub- 


stance of this resolution was pretty well an- | 
swered yesterday by the President’s message. | 


But, aside from that, it seems to me this reso- 
lution can be much more intelligently dis- 
cussed after we have the report from the in- 
vestigating committee in regard to southern 
outrages. For that reason I shall vote against 
taking it up this morning. 

Mr. BLAIR. In reply to what has fallen 
from the Senator from Sears I willsay that 
the President's message does not give us any 
of the information asked for in this resolution. 
The resolution asks for a detail of the names 
of the parties arrested, the crimes alleged to 
have been committed by them, and the time 
at which they are alleged to have been com- 
mitted, none of which facts the President gives 
us in his message. The President states in 
his message that the testimony taken before 


debate on the merits will be in |! arbitrary and look to arbitrary measures, I am 


The Chair dislikes, however, | 


how- | 
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| the committee on southern affairs amply sus- | 


tains him in his proclamation of martial law. 
I do not know how the President got that 
information. 


it by any report from the committee. Nobody 


| was authorized by the committee to make any 


such report to the President. 


Certainly, he could not have got | 


As a member | 


of the committee, I can give my opinion that | 


the facts elicited by that examination did not 


| justify the proclamation of martial law, and I 
| suspect that | know more about the facts eli- 


cited before the committee than the President 
himself. ‘There was no authority given by the 


| committee to any one to submit those facts to | 
| the President, or to make any report to him. 


| And while I am not surprised that the Presi- | 
| dent should have exercised the authority given | 


to him, as his education and his genius are 


astonished, sir, at the servility of Congress 
in submitting the rights of all citizens of this 


' country to his diseretion, and depriving them 


| of the guarantees of the Constitution. 


And | 
think, sir, thatit becomes us, after having given 
him that authority, at least to ask him to show 
us the manner in which he has exercised it. 
Mr. CONKLING. I think the reason 
assigned by the Senator from Indiana against 
taking up this resolution is a good one; and 
I beg to add another reason which will control 
me in voting against the motion of the Senator 
from Missouri. A resolution calling for inform- 
ation upon any appropriate subject is always 


entitled to consideration and indulgence, and 
| particularly when it is really a request for 
| information, and is accompanied by good faith 


in all respects. This resolution, among other 
things, is full of assertion, and full of intima- 
tion which may fall short of assertion. Al- 
though I do not propose now to discuss the 
verity or the error of the resolution in that 
regard, it is enough that it contains so much 
of that matter that it does not, in my estima- 
tion, fall fairly within the category of resolu- 
tions seeking information; and therefore I 
should vote against it at any time unless this 
matter were eliminated, unless it were reduced 
to a resolution of inquiry, when, perhaps, there 
might be no objection to it; certainly none of 
the kind which I now specify. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Missouri. 
Mr. BLAIR called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, 
resulted—yeas 11, nays 45; as follows: 
YEAS—M conta. Blair, Casserly, Cooper, Davis of 
West Virginia, Johnston, Kelly, Saulsbury, Steven- 
son, Stockton, Tipton, and Vickers—11. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alcorn, Ames, Anthony, Bore- 
man, Brownlow, Buckingham, Caldwell, Cameron, 
Chandler, Clayton, Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, Ed- 
munds, Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, Ferry of 
Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Gilbert, Hamlin, Harlan, 


Hiteheock, Howe, Logan, Morrill of Maine, Morrill 
of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Pome- 


| roy, Pool, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Sawyer, Scott, 


| Sherman, 


| 


Spencer, Sumner, Trumbull, West, Wil- 
son, Windom, and Wright—45. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Bayard, Carpenter, Cole, Davis 
of Kentucky, Flanagan, Hamilton of Maryland, 
Hamilton of Texas, Hill, Kellogg, Lewis, Pratt, 
Schurz, Sprague, Stewart, and Thurman—I5. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
PAY OF GOVERNMENT LABORERS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair pre- 


sents a joint resolution from the House of 
Representativ es, and in presenting it he ven- 
tures to suggest to members of the Senate, as 
he has no mght to do to members of the House, 
that by an existing law enactments of this char- 
acter must be in the shape of bills, and not in 
the shape of joint resolutions, a fact probably 
overlooked in the House at the time of the 
passage of this joint resolution. 

Mr. WILSON. I move to proceed to the 
consideration of that resolution now, and that 
it be changed from a joint resolution to a bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will first be 

read by its title. 

The joint resolution (H. R. No. 47) in rela- 
tion to pay of laborers, workmen, and mechan- 
ics employed by or on behalf of the Govern- 


|| his decision. 
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ment of the United States, was read the first 

time by its title. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The second read. 
ing, which will be now, if there be no objec. 
tion, will bein full. 

The Chief Clerk read the joint resolutioy 
at length. It proposes to direct the Proper 
accounting officers, in the settlement of 4)! 
accounts for the services of laborers, wor 
men, and mechanics employed by or on a 

half of the Government of the United States 
between the 25th day of June, 1868, the date 
of the act constituting eight hours a day's 
work for all such laborers, workmen, and 
mechanics, and the 19th day of May, 1869. 
the date of the proclamation of the Presiden; 
concerning such pay, to settle and pay for the 
same without reduction on account of the 
reduction of the hours of labor by that act. 

Mr. WILSON. I rise merely to ask tha; 
the joint resolution be put on its passage and 
changed to the required form of a bill. It is 
a very simple matter, and does not require so 
much money as, perhaps, some Senators may 
think. Ina few cases reductions were made 
in the wages paid to men employed in the 
Government service before the President made 
I hope that, for the purpose of 
doing justice in those cases, the bill will be 
put on its passage now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If no objection 
be made, the joint resolution is before the 
Senate as in Committee of the Whole and 
open to amendment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I rise for the purpose 
| of proposing an amendment, which is to repeal 
| what is known as the eight- hour law. I have 
| sent for the Statutes with the view of turning 
to the law. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to reserve thie 
right to object to its consideration now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The right to 
object will be considered as reserved. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No bill ought to pass 
without going to a committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts move an amendment? 

Mr. WILSON. No, sir. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not object to the 
Senator from Illinois proceeding, but I was 
afraid I might lose my opportunity to object 
to the consideration of the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
regard the right to object to the present con- 
sideration of the joint resolution as reserved. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not wish to dis- 
cuss it further than to give notice of an amend- 
ment, which I shall offer whenever the bill 
comes up. I shall propose to amend it so as 
to repeal what is known as the eight-hour law. 

Mr. POMEROY. I think this bill should 
go toacommittee. It is sweeping in its char: 
acter. It extends to every employé of the 
Government all over the country, in every 
fort, in every arsenal, in every Government 
workshop. I certainly should want it consid- 
| ered and reported upon by acommittee before 
| I vote on it. 
| Mr. WILSON. I will simply say that it 
| extends only to those who had their pay reduced. 
That was not general nor universal, nor any- 
thing likeit. I apprehend it was only in avery 
few cases. 

Mr. POMEROY. How do we know that? 

Mr. WILSON. Because complaint has been 
made by the men, and the demand has been 
made of the Government, and it only comes 
from one or two places where the oflicers 
adopted the rule of reducing the pay and pay: 
ing men for eight hours instead of ten hours’ 
work, taking ten hours asa day’s standard. | 
think it is a very small matter, and I hope the 
bill will be passed now without amendment. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Mr. POMEROY. Only a very few persons 7 


may have complained, and the reduction may 
| have taken place only in a few instances; but 


a bill so general, that is app parently liable to | 


| affect every portion of the United States and 
| every person employed as a laborer or me- 
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chanie by the Government, I think certainly 
ought notto be passed until wedo know whether 
it is sweeping or not. [ask to have it lie on the 
table until we have committees. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Kansas objects to the present consideration ot 
the joint resolution, which removes it from the 


consideration of the Senate at this time. 


' 
| 
} 


Mr. WILSON. If the Senator will withdraw | 


his objection-—— cs 

Mr. POMEROY. _ I withdraw it if the Sen- 
ator wishes to make any remarks. t 

Mr. WILSON. Of course if any Senator 
objects we cannot close the matter this morn- 
ing, though [ had hoped we should doso. Now, 
| will simply say to the Senator from Kansas 
that I believe this bill covers but a small sum. 


But vo matter what may be the amount of the | 


sum that it covers, it is to right a wrong and 
to carry out the law. We passed an act mak- 
ing eight hours a day’s work. In some of the 
Government establishments, especially I think 
at Springfield, Massachusetts, and at one or 
two other places, the officers reduced the pay 
of the men. ] 
appealed to the War Department for a con- 
struction of the law. 
made by the President, fixing eight hours as a 
day’s work, in May, 1869, thereby construing 
the law as it was intended when it was passed 


They protested against it. They | 


That construction was | 


by Congress; and this is simply to carry out | 


the law as it was originally intended, and it || 


matters not whether it costs $1,000 or $10,000 
to do it; it is to do what is fair and right. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
derstands the Senator from Kansas to object 
to the further consideration of the joint reso- 
Jution at this time. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Before it passes from 
the consideration of the Senate, [ wish to pro- 
pose an amendment. _ 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Does the Sena- 
tor from Kansas withdraw his objection tem- 
porarily ? 

Mr. POMEROY. 
for the present. 


I do not want to object to 
this bill at all. 


The Chair un- | 





I withdraw the objection | 


If the Senator from Massa- | 


chusetts would report from his committee what | 


he has said to the Senate, it would be inform- 
ation that we could rely upon. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I offer the following 
amendment, to come in attheend of the bill: 


And that the act entitled “An act constituting 
eight hours a day’s work for all laborers, workmen, 
and mechanics employed by and on behalf of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States,” approved June 25, 
1808, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, Mr. President, let | 


both propositions be laid on the table. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


from Vermont objects to the further consider- | 


ation of the joint resolution at this time, and 


it will be ordered to be printed with the amend- | 


ment and placed on the Calendar. 
pause. | 
ness before the Senate. The regular order of 
business has been gone through with. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to; and (at twelve 


[After a 


o'clock and forty-eight minutes p. m.) the | 


Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, December 5, 1871. 
The House met at twelve o’tlock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burner, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved, 
CORRESPONDENCE CARDS. 


Mr. HILL, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 455) authorizing the 
Postmaster General to issue one cent corre- 
spondence or post cards; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Commit- 


tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and | 


ordered to be printed. 


There appears to be no other busi- | 








| 
| 


| unanimous consent. 


PUBLIC BUILDING IN ST. LOUIS, MISSOURT. 

Mr. WELLS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 456) appropriating 
money for the purchase of a suitable site in the 


| city of St. Louis, Missouri, for the erection of 
| a building to be used for a custom-house, post 


office, and other Federal otlices; which was 

read a first and second time, and referred to the 

Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
ular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being 
ealled for, the morning hour now begins. 
Reports are in order from the Committee of 
Elections. 


I call for the reg- 


! 


No reports from the Committee of Elec- 


tions were presented. 
CODIFICATION OF POSTAL LAWS. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I am directed by 


the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


| Roads to report back, with a recommendation 


that it pass, the bill (H. R. No. 1) to revise, 


consolidate, and amend the statutes relating 
to the Post Office Department. 
| necessary, | presume, that this bill should be 


It is not 


read in extenso, or that any extended explana- 
tion should be made of its provisions. It is 


the same bill which was passed by the last | 


House of Representatives, after having been 
very thoroughly considered by two committees 
of the House, in conjunction with a commis- 
sion of experts—gentlemen learned in the 
post office laws—appointed by the Postmaster 
General. It is simply a codification of the 
postal laws, with a few corrections, additions, 
and amendments, not generally of import- 
ance, but necessary to make the legislation 
on this subject clear and harmonious. Our 
postal laws have never been codified, I be- 
lieve, since the organization of the Depart- 





| ment. ‘They run through a great many stat- 
utes. Many of the acts have become obsolete : 


| 
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Mr. MAYNARD. Ithink it would be better 
to fix some day, not very distant, when we 
shall take up this bill; and meanwhile we can 
look it over and learn more about it than we 


' can from its reading at this time. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I know of no better 
day to go on with this business than to-day. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Then let us have the bill 
read. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Does the gentleman 
desire that all the provisions of the existing 
postal laws shall be read? 

Mr. MAYNARD. Yes, sir; I desire that 
the whole bill shall be read. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Very well. 

The SPEAKER. The bill now stands in 
the morning hour, and must remain there 
unless some other disposition be made of it. 


| The Clerk will continue the reading. 


others are contradictory, or difficult of con- | 


struction. I ask the consent of the House 
that the reading of the bill may be dispensed 
with. 

Mr. WOOD. 


who were not in the last Congress, and who, 
I think, desire to have the bill read. 

The SPEAKER, 
cannot be dispensed with except by unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. WOOD. Well, sir, I object. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. My only objection 
to the reading is that it will consume a great 
deal of time. 

Mr. WOOD. { 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Very well; let it be 
read. 

The SPEAKER. The bill has already 
been read a first and second time; the ques- 
tion is now on ordering it to be engrossed for 
a third reading. The Clerk will read the bill 
in detail. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Is the bill read at this 
time for amendments ? 

The SPEAKER. It will be open to amend- 
ments after the reading is concluded. It 
could not be considered by sections without 
unanimous consent. When the reading of 
the bill is finished, any part of it will be sub- 
ject to amendment. 

The bill (embracing three hundred ‘and 


We cannot vote intelligently | 
upon the bill until we have heard it read. | 
There are members of the present House | 


The reading of the bill | 


I think it ought to be read. | 


twenty-three sections) was partly read, when | 


Mr. FARNSWORTH said: It would expe- 
dite business very much if the Clerk could be 
allowed to read merely the changes which the 
bill proposes to make in the existing law. 
There is at the Clerk’s desk a bill in which 


cated by italics. 


‘The reading of the bill was resumed, and 


| continued until the expiration of the morning 
hour. 





read without reading all the provisions of the || 


existing law 


The SPEAKER. 


That could be done by | 


| Senate. 
| duce a bill (H. R. No. 457) to place on the 


NAVAL PENSION-ROLL. 


Mr. DAWES. The morning hour having 
expired, [ now move that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union on the annual message of 
the President of the United States. 

Mr. ARCHER. [ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to yield to me for the purpose 
of introducing a bill and asking that it be put 
on its passage. It is for the relief of two 


widows of men who served in the Navy. 


Mr. DAWES. I will yield if it does not 
take up too much time. 

Mr. ARCHER. I will say that it had the 
unanimous consent of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs at the last session, and was unani- 
mously passed by the House, but failed in the 
I ask unanimous consent to intro- 


naval pension-roll the names of the widows 
and minor children of Newton H. Adams and 
John Rudenstein. 

There was no objection, and the bill was 
received, and read a first and second time. 

Mr. WILLARD. Let it be referred. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is before the 
House, subject to whatever action the House 
may order. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move that the 
bill be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


Mr. DAWES. I renew the motion that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union on the an- 
nual message of the President of the Uniteé 
States. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
WHEELER in the chair. ) 

Mr. DAWES. I offer the following resolu- 
tions. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That so much of the annual message of 
the President of the United States to the two Houses 
of Congress at the present session, together with the 
accompanying documents, as relates to the finances 
and taxation,to the receipts into the Treasury, to 
the reduction of internal taxes, the readjustment of 
the tariff, and the revisionof any of the laws relat- 
ing thereto, to questions of reeiprocity between the 
Canadas and the United States, to the public debt 
and public credit, and to the ways and means of sup- 


porting and meeting the liabilities of the Govern- 
ment. ve referred to the Committee of Ways and 
leans, 


Resolved, That so muchof said message and docu- 
ments as relates to the necessary appropriations for 
earrying on the Government in its several depart 
ments, and to deficiencies in the appropriations, be 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 


oS ‘Hich || ments as relates to banks and banking and currency, 
the amendments to the existing law are indi- | 


Those amendments might be || 


be referred to the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to commerce and navigation, be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Resolved, That so wuch of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to the public domain, be referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
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Resolved, That so much of said message and docu 
ments as relates to the Post Office Department, to 
land or ocean mail service, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Reaolved. Thatso mach of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to the courts and the jadiciary, to 
u partial or general amnesty, be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to the public expenditures, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Expenditures. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to agriculture and the Department 
of Agriculture, be referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to Indian affairs, be referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Resolved, Thatso wuch of said message and docu- 
ments ae relates to the Army of the United States, 
and to sea-coast improvements, be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Liesolved. That so much of said message and docu- 
menta as relates to the Navy of the United States, 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Ltesolved, That so much of said message and the 
accompanying documents and correspondence as 
relates to foreign affairs, and all questions arising 
from treaties with other Governments, be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments asx relates to the Territories of the United 
States, be referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Resolved, That eo much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to pensions andthe Pension bureau, 
be referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to patents and the Patent Office, 
be referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to expenditures in connection with 
the State Department, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Expenditures in the State Department. 

Resolved, That so much of said message aud docu- 
ments as relates to expenditures in connection with 
the Treasury Department, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in the Treasury Depart- 
ment. 


Resolved, Thatso much of said message and docu- | 


ments as relates to the expenditures in connection 
with the War Department, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in the War Department. 

Liesolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to the expenditures in connection 
with the Navy Department, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in the Navy Department. 

Resolved, That so much.of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to expenditures in connection with 
the Post Office Department, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in the Post Office Depart- 
ment. 

Resolved, That so mach of said message and docu- 


ments as relates to expenditures in connection with | 


the Department of the Interior, be referred to the 
Committee on Expenditures in the Interior Depart- 
iment 

Heeolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to the militia, be referred to the 
Committee on the Militia. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to roads and canals, be referred to 
the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to the Territory of the District of 
Columbia, be referred to the Committee for the Dis- 
triet of Columbia, 

Jiesolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to coinage, weights and measures, 
be referred to the Committee on Coins, Weights and 
Measures. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates Lo insurrection in some of the States, 
be referred to the joint Committee on the Insurrec- 
tionary States. 

liesolved, That so much of the said message and 


documents as relates to the Bureau of Education, be | 


referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 
Resolved, That so much of the said message and 
documents as relates to a reform in the civil service 


of the country, be referred to a select committee of | 
nine members, to be called the committee on the | 


reorganization of the civil service of the Government. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to the public buildings and the 
buildings and greunds in the District of Columbia, 
be referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 

Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to a union of the telegraphic system 
of the country with the postal service of the Govern- 
ment, and all other questions relating to land or 
ocean telegraphs, be referred to a special committee 
of nine members. 


Mr. DAWES. I move that the committee 
rise and report these resolutions to the House 
with the recommendation that they be adopted. 

Mr. WOOD. Before the motion of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] is 
put to the committee, 1 desire to ask whether 
there is really any such committee as the 
Committee on the Insurrectionary States; 


whether there is any standing committee of 
The gentleman pro: | 


this House so called? 
poses, in one of the resolutions which have 


-on the Insurrectionary States, and that com- | 


|| has performed all the duties this House dele- 
'| gated toit, and has no further function. There- 


| first is that he seems to have forgotten that 


| the present Congress. 
| so, the gentleman should remember that yester- 


| mittee, and that the House by that act revived 
‘| the committee if it had expired, as the gentle- 
| man seems to think it did. 


| to our constituencies and to the whole country; 


6 THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





December 5, 


1! 
been read, to refer a portion of the President’s 
message to what he is pleased to call the Com. | 
mittee on the Insurrectionary States. I deny | 
that there are any insurrectionary States, or 
that there is any such committee of this 
House. 

Mr. DAWES. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Woop] and myself need scarcely 
discuss this question of fact. There is a com- | 
mittee known by the name of the Committee 


inittee was raised for the purpose of consider- || 
ing the subjects which it is proposed to refer | 
to the committee. \| 
Mr. WOOD. Ifthe gentleman from Massa- | 
chusetts will permit me, I will say that we had 
in the last Congress a committee on recon- 
struction; that several efforts were made by | 
the distinguished colleague of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, the late chairman of the 
committee, to revive that committee in this | 
Congress, and that on every occasion this | 
House voted down the proposition to revive | 
the committee on reconstruction. And when | 
the other committee to which | have referred 
was first moved here, it was for a temporary 
purpose, to go into the soutbern States to act 
in conjunction with a committee of the Senate, 
and to do certain things. In my judgment, 
that committee, when it reports to this House, 


fore | am opposed to reviving that commit- 
tee for this session in this surreptitious man- 
ner. 

Mr. DAWES. ‘There are various answers 
to the gentleman from New York; and the 


the resolution under which the committee 
was raised by its terms continued it during | 
And if that were not | 


day certain measures were referred to that com- 


The committee, 
by the terms of the resolution appointing it, 
was to continue beyond the last session, and, 
if it were not, it was revived by a vote of the 
House yesterday, and is now in existence. 

It was fondly anticipated by all lovers of 
peace and good order, I doubt not, that the 


| thereabout. 


committed to it. But I am happy to hear the 


'gentleman announce to the House and the 


country that he proposes hereafter to coiper. 
ate with us in all good measures for the res. 
toration of peace andorder. I think the coun. 
try will hail that declaration on his part with 
joy, and I think that hereafter the reign of 
peace and order is nigh at hand. [ hope the 
ge ntleman, therefore, will be reconciled to this 
resolution. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I would remind the 
gentlem&in from Massachusetts that the rego. 
lution creating the committee referred to, by 
its terms authorizes the committee to report 
at the then next session, the present session 
of Congress, or any subsequent session. By 


| its terms, therefore, it continues the commit- 


tee to this present session, or, if the com- 
mittee shall find it necessary, to any sub- 
sequent session of this Congress. I make 
this remark in order that the statement shall 
not go out unchallenged that this is a side 
wind to continue a committee which has 
‘already discharged its functions, and which 
ought to be dissolved. It is possible that 
when the report of the committee shall be 
made, and the facts gathered by it this sum- 
mer shall have been brought before the House, 
the House may see the importance not merely 
of their past work, but of their continuing to 
prosecute the same general line of iuvesti- 
gation that they have done. 

Mr. RANDALL. I would like to direct the 
attention of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[ Mr. Dawes] to one clause in these resolutions 
which proposes to establish a special commit- 
tee upon postal'telegraphy. Iam not certain 
whether that subject would be properly re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce or the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
but [ am aware that there is a proposition to 
be submitted to the House and to the Congress 
of the United States looking to the purchase of 
the telegraphic lines of this country, and that 
the owners of those telegraphic lines estimate 
the cost to the Government at $35,000,000, or 
I have seen during my service 
here the evil effect of creating special com- 
mittees to consider such subjects. I remem- 
ber, sir, when the first Pacific Railroad Com- 
mittee was established, that the then Speaker 





committee would be able to discover some 
remedy for existing evils. The evils seem, 
however, to continue to exist, in spite of the | 
best efforts of that committee, certainly to 
such an extent that all lovers of good order 
will desire that it may have an opportunity 
to report to the House. I do not see any view 


the gentleman can take of it which will not || 


bring the committee standing right up before 
his eyes as a committee existing. 

Mr. WOOD. I suppose, Mr. Chairman, 
from this declaration on the part of the leader 
of the House, that we are to assume here upon 
this side that the gentlemen on the other side 
of the House intend to keep in existence this 
committee, formed ostensibly for the purposes 
of preserving order, but really and in fact for 
the purpose of promoting disorder. Sir, we 
have no recourse here except to do our duty 


and | will say to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts that we on this side will go as far as 
he will, or as any members of his party will, 
and much further than this Administration has 
gone, in the preservation of the public order 
in the southern States as well as in other 
sections of the Union. 

Now, sir, I only desire here personally for 
myself, without consultation with any one, to | 
euter my protest against the permanent con- 
tinuance of a committee which is not only 
useless, but is promotive of disorder and of 
distraction throughout this country. 

Mr. DAWES. It is entirely, as the gentle- 
man from New York knows, beyond the power 
of this committee to discharge that committee | 








\| from the consideration of the matters already 


of the House made up that committee in the 


|| interests of all the railroads in the country, 


made up a committee prepared to give all the 
lands of the nation away; and I think, sir, 
that this subject, involving as it will an expend: 
iture of $35,000,000 perhaps, should take the 
natural course, and should go either to the 
Committee on Commerce, or to the Committee 


on the Post Office and Post Roads, which are 


_ both standing committees of the House. 1, 


for one, have no idea of giving my sanction to 
any such expenditures or any such scheme, 
by voting to make up a committee in its favor. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Chairman, | 
was about to move to amend the resolution of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, so as to 
refer so much of the President’s message as 
relates to the union of the telegraphic system 
with the Post Office Department to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads ; not 
that I care to have jurisdiction of the matter, 
©0 far as the committee over which I have the 
honor to preside is concerned, but because it 
is proposed to connect so intimately the tele- 
graphic system with the Post Office Depart: 
ment, that, it seems to me, no other committee 
| can properly take jurisdiction of the subject. 
It is proposed, I understand, to buy alli the 
telegraphic lines in the United States, and to 
incorporate them into the Post Office Depart- 
ment, and make them a part of the postal sys- 
| tem of the United States. If that is to be 
| done, the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. it seems to me, should have juris- 
| diction of the subject. I do not know what 
| reason there is for the appointment of a select 
committee. There was a select committee 





during the last Congress, which labored all 
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through the last Congress, and, I believe, re- 
ported nothing. S 

Mr. BECK. It arrived at no conclusion. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I stand corrected ; 
it arrived at no conclusion. Now, it is possi- 
ble that the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads may be able to arrive at a conclu- 
sion if the subject be referred to them. | 
know they did once arrive at a conclusion 
on the subject some few years ago, and a 
unanimousone. I move, therefore, to amend 
the resolution of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts by striking out the words ‘‘a select 
committee,’ and inserting in lieu 
‘‘the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads.”’ 


Mr. DAWES. Mr. Chairman, I was upon 


thereof | 


the select committee to which this subject was | 


referred during the last Congress, and if the 


ventleman has any apprehension in reference | 
to that, he will find the views which I enter- | 
tained as a single member of the committee in | 


the minority report that was submitted to the | 


House. The experience which | had in that 
committee leads me to believe, however, that 
it is a subject of a great deal more importance 
than at first view would strike the public. The 
very suggestion of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Ranpa.] that it approaches a 
matter valued by its owners at a great many 
millions of dollars, the suggestion of the gen- 
(leman from Illinois [Mr. Farnsworrm] that 
it affects the whole postal system, the sugges 
tion that my colleague from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Banks] is about to make, that it affects 
the foreign relations of the country in the mat- 
ter of ocean cables—any view of it that any 
gentleman, who will listen to the suggestions 
that that committee did for some considerable 
time, may take, will satisfy him that no one 
committee, as constituted in this House, can 
take jurisdiction of the whole matter. The 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
so far as it affeets the internal postal service 
of the country, might with propriety consider 
it; but it is impossible to separate that branch 


of the subject from ocean cables, and it is | 


impossible to separate ocean cables from the 
consideration of foreign relations. And, after 
all, [ think the Committee on Appropriations, 
rather than any other committee, might feel as 


if they ought to have this matter to consider, | 


if it is proposed to take very many millions of 
dollars out of the Treasury to purchase these 
telegraph lines. 

lt isa grave subject, worthy of the consid- 
eration of the country, and one which is being 
forced upon the consideration of the country 
hy the events and the tendencies of the age. 
And if anything is worthy of the consideration 
of aselect committee to be appointed espe- 
cially for that purpose—a committee that will 
have the necessary time to devote to its con- 
sideration—I think it is this subject. 

If the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
RanpDaLi} desires to suggest that the House 
has no confidence iu its Speaker, if he desires 
by some amendment which he may indicate to 
obtain a vote of want of confidence in the 
Speaker of the House in the appointment of 
such a committee, then let him bring forward 
his proposition in that shape, and the voice of 
the House, I doubt not, will satisfy the gen- 
tleman. 

Mr. RANDALL. I have nothing to say on 
that point further than I have said. 

Mr. DAWES. I was moved in this matter 
of reference, not by any want of confidence in 


the distinguished gentleman at the head of the | 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 


(Mr. Farwsworrtu,] or in the chairman of any | 


other standing committee, or in any other 
standing committee, but by the fact that in 
the last Congress, after some little investiga- 


tion, though I myself failed to see that we | 








were at that time in a condition to come up to | 


the recommendation of the President of the 
United States, I was led to see that the rami- 
fications of the whole question were such that 
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it could not with any propriety be referred to 
any one particular committee. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Dawes] to a particular point of his 
remarks, in. order to suggest to him another 
very important view which we ought to take of 
this question. irefer to the immense patron- 
age which it is proposed to confer upon the 
appointing power. According to the estimates 
which have been submitted to me, the number 
of persons to be appointed would necessarily 
be at least eight thousand to take charge of 
this telegraphic business on behalf of the Gov- 
ernment, and to discharge the duties that 
would be imposed upon the Government in 
case we should purchase all the telegraph lines 
and assume their control on behalf of the Gov- 
ernment. To me the proposition is appalling, 
and that consideration would control my vote 
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egraphs—uot at all; it is only proposed that 
we shall acquire the domestic telegraphs, under 
the statute of 1866, which authorizes the Gov- 


ernment to take possession of these telegraphic 


| lines at their appraised value. 


Nobody pro- 
poses that the Government shall take posses- 
sion of foreign telegraphs and incorporate 
them into our postal system; so that this 
matter has no sort of connection with our 
foreign relations. It does have something to 
do with appropriations, as my friend from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] has suggested : 
and I should not object to sending the subject 
to the Committee on Appropriations, for from 


| that committee must be reported the appro 


priations necessary to buy out the telegraph 


| companies, the stock of which has, | under- 


in any event, were there no other reason to || 


operate upon me. 


statement of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [ Mr. RanpA.t, } that it would probably 
cost $35,000,000 to purchase the telegraph 
lines in this country. 


But I have sought the floor at this time for |} 


the purpose of entering my protest against this 
proposition in all its length and breadth. 


United States in the form it does, I would 
denounce it as the most extraordinary propo- 
sition brought before Congress. 

Mr. DAWES. 
the greater propriety of havingit referred toa 
select committee on account of the grave 
objections to it which he says exist? 

Mr. NIBLACK. I concede that there are 
many reasons why this subject should go to a 
select committee; and to that extent I concur 
in many of the statements of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Dawrs.] But, asa 
matter of courtesy to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, I shail support 
the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, 
[ Mr. Farnsworrg, | believing that it had better 
go to that committee, and with the hope that, 
if it shall go to that committee, their other en- 
gagements will permit them to consider it. 
But with this immense amount of money 
involved, with the immense amount of patron- 
age involved, [ confess I feel a little unwilling 
to trust any committee especially organized 
for that purpose. I think the temptations are 
too great to allow this subject to go to a com- 
mittee that will not have much else todo. It 
will be a committee organized for that espe- 
cial purpose, prepared on all occasions to 
consider it, ready to hear every suggestion 
that may be made in regard to it; and it will 
be made a point around which will concen- 
trate all the influences which relate to this im- 
portantscheme. I think, therefore, we should 
not subject a special committee to the very 
great temptations which such a proposition 
would present. And having such unlimited 
confidence in the gentleman from Illinois, the 


And | 
if it had not come from the Executive of the 


Does not the gentleman see | 


I think that consideration || 
is just as important to be considered as the || 





chairman of the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads, who has been appointed to 


his position without reference to any specialty 
of this sort, I would prefer, I think, to have 
this matter go to his committee for the 
present, rather than to a select committee. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
word or two in reply to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr Dawes.] So far as this 
subject of a postal telegraph affects our for- 
eign relations, as well might the argument be 
made that the question which has already 
been referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads in regard to the for- 
eign postal system should be referred to a 
select committee, as that this subject must go 
to such a committee. The Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads takes jurisdiction 
of all matters appertaining to our foreign 
postal arrangements. Ii is not proposed by 
the President that we shall acquire foreign tel- 











| in manipulating the wires. 


stand, gone up already two per cent. since the 
message of the President was promulgated 
yesterday. . 

Now, sir, it is proposed, I understand, by the 
President and by the Postmaster General, to 
establish in every post office in the United 
States, where there is a sufficient number of in- 
habitants, a telegraph office, and to make every 
postmaster a telegraph operator, or else to put 
an expert in his office to operate the telegraph. 
It is proposed that we shall not only legislate 
here for post routes, but that we shall legislate 
from year to year for telegraph routes; that 
every member of Congress, and every Delegate 
from a Territory, shall come in here from ses- 
sion to session with his little bill to establish 
a telegraph route from one insignificant town 
to another. 

Mr. NIBLACK. The gentleman from Illi- 
nois will allow me also to suggest that the 
measure proposed would place the postmasters 
and telegraph operators in the employ of the 
Government in possession of all the business 
secrets of the country. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I was about to refer 
to that point. It is proposed that the Govern- 
ment shall do all the telegraphic business ; for 
private citizens cannot compete with the Gov- 
ernment in any kind of business which it un- 
dertakes. The Government is a monopolist, 
and must be such necessarily ; because no citi- 
zen can compete with the Government in the 
prosecution of any business. Whatever the 
Government undertakes to do must be under 
its controlexclusively. If it undertakes tele- 
graphing, it must do all the telegraphing of the 
country, private, confidential, financial, and 
commercial. Every member of Congress will 
of course be importuned by his constituents to 
secure the establishment of a telegraphic sta- 
tion at every post office, involving the employ- 
ment, ata high salary, ofan operator, an expert 
Ve shall be called 
on to establish wires all over the country and 
throughout the Territories, to every little remote 
place. All these telegraphic operators are to 


| beappointed bythe Postmaster General, which 
| is another reason why this subject should go 


to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. This business is all to be done under 
the Post Office Department ; and all the con- 
fidential and business communications through- 
out this country are to come under the view 
of the various postmasters, who are to be ap- 
pointed, as they are now appointed, on account 
of their partisanship. All these things are to 


| come under the control and direction of the 
1 desire to say a || 


Post Office Department. That is the propo- 
sition of the President’s message, and of the 
Postmaster General’s report. ‘Therefore I do 
not see the necessity or propriety of sending 
this matter to a select committee. Here is a 
standing committee not appointed with any 
special reference to this subject, and therefore, 


| it is to be presumed, quite as fair a committee, 
| with regard to this question, as one that might 


be specially appointed with reference to it; for 
we do not want committees appointed here be- 
cause they are in favor of these projects, but 
because they are against them. 

I do not wish te be egotistical, or arrogate 


anything to my committee, the Post Office.and 








18 


Post Roads, which does not belong to any other 
committee ; but I do say, asa general rule, that 


fairly; and I believe that it is far better for 
the interests of the country, as well as for the 


the fairest committees of the House are the || business of the House, that select committees 


standing committees of the House. They are 
appointed by taking up men from different 
States in reference to the general subject, and 
not with reference to any particular matter to 
come before them. 

Mr. Chairman, now it will relieve me from 
considerable labor if this resolution passes as 
it has been introduced 
this whole subject. I am willing to say in 
advance to the Honse that | have gone over 
already the subject of postal telegraphs. I sat 
and listened week after week, on one occasion, 


should not be appointed, whenever there is a 
permanent standing committee which has a 


complete and perfect jurisdiction over the sub- || 


ject which it is intended to act upon. 

The House cannot have forgotten that at the 
last session—I think it was the last session—of 
the last Congress a proposition was made for 


I have been once over | the appointment of a select committee on this 


| very subject of ocean telegraphs under cir- 
cumstances to which the attention of the 
House was called in a very marked manner. 
The proposition then was not only to appoint 


to arguments pro and con on this subject. But || a select committee on the part of the House, 


the present committee in the main has been || but to join it with a select committee on the | 


appointed since then. And I think my com 
mittee is prepared to sit down and listen quietly 


| part of the Senate, and to give that committee 


again to arguments on the.subject for or || it might choose, thus enabling the commit- 


against. 1am willing to retire, so far as [am 
concerned, from the committee-room. I am 


willing to say in advance, openly and frankly, || the same special privilege. 


that I am opposed to the whole system. I do 
not believe, with the Postmaster General, that 
any argument drawn from the adoption or suc- 


| tee to override all other legislation and all 
| other business which did not come under 
Now, if a select 
committee is appointed, it is very likely that 
| some other subsequent action will attach these 
privileges to this committee, and I do not think 


} 


cess of this system in Great Britain, or any || it necessary or advisable or wise to give the 


other old and thickly-settled countries, where 
a new post office has not been established for 
fifty years, is applicable to the condition of 
our country and our institutions. An drga- 


ment has been made in favor of this because | 


| 


committee such power. At any rate, I hope 
| that that part of the resolution which touches 
| the subject of ocean cables will be excluded 
| from this resolution. I move, therefore, if 
the motion be allowable, to strike out from 


it has been adopted in Belgium, in England, || the resolution under consideration so much as 


and in some other small, thickly-settled, and 
wealthy States, where new post offices are 
never heard of, where new post roads have not 
been made duringa period whereof the memory 
of man runneth not to the contrary. Ofcourse, 
in small, thickly-settled, wealthy States, such 
a telegraphic system may be a success. But 
what sort of argument is that to apply to our 
country and our institutions, where we have 
unsettled or sparsely-settled regions of coun- 
try thousands of miles in extent, with only 
here and there a settlement? 


and the Government of the United States the 
expense of establishing a telegraph office at 
every out-of-the-way place? Why, sir, it 
becomes more monstrous the more you look 
at it. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The committee informally rose, and a mes- 
sage in writing was received from the Presi- 
dent of the Umted States by Mr. Porter, one 
of his Secretaries. 

PRES(DENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE—AGAIN, 

The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Chairman, one part of the 
subject embraced in this resolution is already 
peepee to be referred to the Committee on 
‘oreign Affairs—that in relation to ocean 
cables. The subject of ocean cables comes 


Is it proposed || ber. 
to saddle upon the Post Office Department || man. 


} 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


under the designation of foreign affairs in two | 


aspects. In the first place, it concerns our 
relations with foreign nations; and in the sec- 


ond place, it can only be arranged by treaty. | 
A resolution offered by my colleague, which | 


has already been read, refers all matters arising 
under treaties with foreign nations to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs; and I think so much 


of this resolution as touches the subject of | 
ocean cables should be left with the Committee | 
on Foreign Affairs, to which it properly belongs. | 
The subject of ocean cables has never been | 


considered by any other Department of the 


Government except the State Department. | 


It can only be arranged by treaty. It touches 
closely our relations with foreign nations, and 
should be left to the regular standing commit- 
tee on the subject. I do not think a select 
committee on postal telegraphs is absolutely 
necessary. I admit itis a question of great 
importance, so far as accommodation to the 
people is concerned. Ii strikes me, however, 
that the regular standing committee of the 
House, if it be not prejudged on the question, 
is competent to consider and report on it 





refers to ocean cables, which, as I have said, 

| is already embraced in another resolution. 

| Mr. BECK rose. 

| Mr. DAWES. I accept the modification 
of the resolution proposed by my colleague, 

| [ Mr. Banks. ] 

| Mr. BECK. I only desire to say a word. I 
was a member of the select committee of eight, 
which investigated this question most carefully 
during last Congress. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] was also a mem- 

Mr. Washburn, of Wisconsin, was cbair- 
Mr. Woodward of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Pavtmer of Iowa, Mr. Lawrence of Ohio, Mr. 
Davis of New York, and Mr. Ferris of New 

| York, were the other members. 
weeks, hearing statements on the subject, and 
all sorts of propositions. Frequently we sat 


| nights as well as days; and I desire to say to 


the House that gentlemen have all understated 
| the number of employés, the cost to the Gov- 
| ernment, and the amount of patronage it would 


| this service to the Government now would just 
have the result which the minority said it would 
have, and in whose conclusions I understand 


| the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] | 
agreed. Ou the committee I differed from both | 





undertaking the service itself or going into 
partnership with any corporation, onthe ground 
that it would produce just what the minority 
said it would, a political monopoly, and give 
to the Postmaster General, to begin with, the 
control of what they here enumerate : 

“The United States have about five thousand tele- 


graph stations, seventy-five thousand miles of line, 
and over seven thousand employés, and transmit 


on and opposed either the Government 


over eleven million five hundred thousand messages | 
annually. Underthe Government plan there will'be | 


at least twenty thousand telegraph offices, one hun- 


dred and fifty thousand miles of line, and from | 


twenty thousand totwenty-five thousand employés.’’ 


That is from the report made by the gentle- 
man from lowa, [Mr. Patmer,] and indorsed 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Dawes] himself. They went on to show that 
the lowest estimate of it was $40,000,000, 
while the owners of the lines were claiming 


an amount very largely in excess of that. My | 


friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Raxpaui] must 
see, therefore, that he has understated what 
the system would cost the Government by one 
half. 

Mr. RANDALL. 


to do so on the safe side. 
Mr. BECK. And the gentleman from Indi- 


| give tothe Postmaster General, and that adding | 


I always like, if I err, | 


| the right to report on that subject at any time | 


We sat for | 
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| instead of what he has stated. 
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ana [Mr. Nisiack] will find that the number 
of employés would be twenty-five thousanq 
i The minority 
stated what to my mind is the great objection 
to the proposition in the following paragraph 
of their report: 

“A governmental telegraph could be used for po. 
litical purposes, through its army of officeholders 
and the facility of using its wires. The temptation 
would be so strong, and the difficulty of detection 
so great, that it may well be doubted whether any 
administration would refrain from such use, This 
would be impossible under the postal telegraph 
when every telegram must be transmitted by a third 
party, and full compensation paid for its transmis. 
sion. A governmental telegraph would concentrate 
power in the General Government, and while this 
tendency is in harmony with the principles of arbj- 
trary and monarchical Governments, it is opposed to 
our institutions. Our Government does the least 
through ofiicial agencies, the most through the 
people. The national banks are chartered as part 
of the fiscal system ; railroads to open the westery 
territory; steamship companies to carry the mails, 
and the postal telegraph company to transmit tele- 
grams.’’ 

These views I cordially indorsed, and [ 
therefore opposed thatscheme. On the other 
hand, the chairman of the committee, in the 
course of the investigation, showed that the 
proposed partnership between Mr. Hubbard's 
company and the Government, which the 
minority report advocated, was a swindling 
scheme. e showed in his report that what 
the minority indorsed was only a proposition 
made by private corporations to get the Gov- 
ernment aid in such a form that if they made 
money they could keep it, and if they did not 
make money they would not be the losers. | 
quote from the report of the committee, 
page 50: 

“Tf it should prove, as Mr. Hubbard has shown 
would be the fact, that his company would lose 
money, what would bethe effect? We prefer to let 
him state in his own words, (page 152:) 

“*Mr. Beck. You fix rates that you say will pay; 
but the Government has to come to whatever rate 
your company will ultimately say is necessary; and 
what surety has the Government that it will not 
have to do it? 

“**Mr. Huesarp. Well, sir, as I say, I will admit 
that if thirty-seven and a half cents will not pay, 
I have no doubt that the Government would come 
in and take the lines, as they have a right to do, 
at an appraised value, and that a very low one. 

“*Mr. Beck. Then you fall back on the plan of 
Mr. Washburn? 

“*Mr. Husparp. Yes, sir; for I must say in all 
honesty, that I do not believe that when the people 
have once tasted a low telegraph they would ever 
consent to have it raised, no matter what the cost 
to the Government might be. 

**Mr.Wasupurn. No more than they would con- 
sent tu raising the rates of postage. 

*“*Mr. Hupsarp. Not half so much. When once 
they have atelegraph at these reduced rates, they 
will never give it up. 

“*Mr. Beck. It would operate,then, in this way : 
that if the rate was fixed at thirty-seven and a half 
cents, and the people would not consent to have it 
raised, then the people of the country that did not 
use the telegraph would have to be taxed the differ- 
ence between the amount fixed and the amount 
required to pay the expenses in order to keep it 
cheaper. 

**Mr. Hupparp. I have no doubt that that would 
be the case, but I do not think such a contingency 
possible. 

““*Mr.WasHpurn. It comes to this: if you lost 
money at your rates, you would throw it up and 
compel the Government to take it off your hands. 

“*Mr. Hupnarp. No, sir; not exactly. I say if 
we lose money there are two remedies: Congress 
may allow us to put up the rates (which he has just 
said the people would never submit to,) and make 
them self-supporting, or, under the provisions of 
the bill, purchase the lines at an appraised value, 
and get them cheaper than they can get them under 
your plan. 

“Mr. Wasnpurn. If you are losing money you 
will not run the institution a great length of time; 
and if you are making money, and get more than it 
costs, you would keep it and go on with it. 

“Mr. Hupparp. Yes, sir; certainly. 

““*Mr. WasHpurn. That would be rather a one- 
sided operation; if it pays you run it, ifit don’t pay 
you throw it up. 

“*Mr. Hcssarp. Yes, sir, and lose our entire in- 
vestment, thifty or forty million dollars.’ 

“As the committee do not understand that Mr. 
Hubbard, in ease of the failure of his plan, proposes 
to give up his lines to the United States without 
consideration, the last above remark of his about 
losing his entire investment does not seem to be 
applicable. 

“The proposition of Mr. Hubbard, reduced to 
plain English, is this: ‘Help me to establish lines 
of telegraph that I may transmit dispatches at 
reduced but not cheap rates. The help derived from 
the Government will give me a monopoly of the 
business of the country. If, by having that monop 
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— 
oly, [can make money equal to earning dividends 


of ten per cent.on a capital stock based on wires 
put into the company at $250 per mile, being more | 
than double the cost, I have got a big thing, which, 
under my bill, the Government has no right to pur- 
ebase or take from me under five years, and then 
only by paying cost, $250 per mile of wire, and ten 
per cent. interest after deducting dividends, or by 
paying its appraised value;’ and as he says that the 
true criterion for an appraisement would be the 
value of the property as a means of earning money, 
the value on this basis, if his scheme should prove a 
success, would be almost fabulous. | 

* But suppose it should prove a failure; Mr. Hub- | 
bard’s company will have in their control all the 
lines of the country. The people, he says, once 
having had ataste of cheap telegraphy, would never 
consent to a return to old rates. The business of the 
country is dependent on the use of the telegraph, 
and its suspension for a single day would bring loss 
apd disaster greater than the entire value of the 
telegraph lines. Mr. Hubbard says to the Govern- 
ment: ‘1am working at a loss, and can stand it no 
longer. Itis unjust to ask an enterprising and pa- 
triotic citizen to longer sacrifice himself and friends 
to benefit the public. The Government must buy 
me out and pay me my price, oron sucha day [ shall 
close my oflices, dischurge my operators, and stop 
expenses and further losses, and will forfeit the 
bond of $100,000, which I have given to perform the 
requirements of my telegraph bill.’ Itis clear, then, 
that the Government and people would be left en- 
tirely at the mercy of this company, and the final 
result is, ‘Heads I win, tails you lose.’ 








And when you understand this matter you 
will find that each portion of the comiittee, | 
the majority and the minority, thoroughly de- | 
stroyed the proposition suggested by the other, | 
and that the only safety to this people, under 
the exhibit made by that select committee, is 
for the Government to keep clear of the matter | 
altogether. On the one side is a grand cen- | 
tralization and consolidation of twenty five | 
thousand employés in the Post Office Depart- 
ment, and on the other an operation where the 
Government is bound to lose, and the company | 
is bound to make whatever they see fit. And | 
the difliculty with any select committee, no | 
matter how it may be organized, is, that they | 
would be looking to these particular schemes, | 
and, perhaps, ought to be appointed because | 
friendly tu them. I believe that the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations is the proper committee 
to consider the subject. I believe that com- 
mittee will be very careful how they recom- 
mend anything that will take, not $35,000,000, 
but $70,000,000, from the people in their pres- 
ent condition. While I would be glad to see | 
the subject go to the Committee on the Post 
Ofiice and Post Roads, if I thought they all 
felt like their chairman, the gentleman from 





General, and the influence he can bring to 
bear upon a committee appointed to attend to 
the interests of his Department, when he would | 
have twenty-five thousand employés put uncer 
his control by this scheme, and the secrets, | 
political and personal, and of every character, 
of the whole people, and with authority to 
extend the system not only to the twelve thou- 
sand post offices now proposed, but to the 
thirty-odd thousand that exist, and to swell 
the army of officials from twenty-five thousand 
to fifty thousand, as will be done in less than 
four years if the Government embarks in this 
scheme. 

! want the subject to go to the Committee 
on Appropriations, and let them look at the 
money question as well as the other, if it is to | 
go to any committee of the House. I am afraid 
of select committees, I do not care how con- 
stituted. I believe the last select committee 
on this subject was as well constituted as it 
could be. 1 was a member of that committee, 
and I suppose, as that Congress has expired, 
it is not improper for me to say that while there 
appeared to be a majority report, the commit- 
tee allowing the chairman to present a report, 
the committee was in fact divided into three 
divisions, and there was not a majority for 
anything. I do not believe, if the matter 
comes to be understood, that the Committee 
on Appropriations will ever sanction this 
scheme or consider it for a moment, and that | 
is why I favor its reference to that committee. 
If it is to be referred to any committee, I want | 








it to go to the committee that is least likely | Congress of the United States. During the 


to favor it. 

Mr. RANDALL. Will my friend allow me 
to suggest to him that, even if the scheme be 
adopted, any money expended on it will, of 
course, have to receive the approval of the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. BECK. ‘That is true; but I want the 


| question to be considered by a committee 
| which is not under the influence of any Depart: 


ment or of anybody, and which has not been 


| appoiuted to look after the special interests of 


any particular Department of the Government. 

Mr. RANDALL. Thegentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, ] with his usual adroit- 
ness in debate, has sought to place me in the 


| position of finding fault with the Speaker of 


the House. 
said. 
Pacific Railroad, as originally appointed, not 


I take back nothing that I have 


| by the present Speaker, but by the gentleman 


who occupied the chair at the time, was formed 
avowedly in the interest of the railroads, and 
that the members of that committee, chosen 
from the minority, were not gentlemen who 
represented the Democratic sentiment on the 
subject, but were gentlemen specially selected 
as those who favored the grant of lands to the 
railroads. 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. 
did not. 

Mr. RANDALL. Yes, there was one, but 
he soon retired from the useless task of resist- 
ing the scheme. Iam speaking, however, of 
the original committee. 

Mr. DAWES. _ I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman a question. 

Mr. RANDALL. Notjust now. I say that 
it is customary for the Speaker of the House 
to select a committee in favor of the project to 
be examined into, and it is just here, at the 
threshold of this scheme of plunder, as I be- 
lieve it to be, that I want to stop it, and to 
send it to some standing committee of the 
House, either the Committee on Commerce or 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

toads. 

Iam informed that originally the whole of 
these telegraph lines did not cost in cash more 
than two or three million dollars, and yet the 
companies have the effrontery to come in here, 
when the value of these lines has appreciated 
to the highest point, and ask that the Govern- 
ment shall take them at that price, under the 
act of July, 1866, which gave to the Govern- 


There was one who 


value. For myself, I have no confidence in 
the scheme. 
business of the country to the scrutiny of some 
designing man, perhaps, who might be put at 
the head of this Department of the Govern- 
ment. 
matter of hunting up the private telegrams of 
the people of this nation. I think the expe- 
rience we have had in the past should warn us 
against any further steps in that direction. | 
hope the House will have the good sense to 
put a stop to this thing at once. 

This is a beautiful specimen of your civil 
service reform. Instead of cutting down your 
expenditures, instead of diminishing your num 
ber of employés, as we have all said we were 
in favor of doing, you propose by one single 
enactment to increase, according to the state- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky, [ Mr. 
Beck,] the appointees of the Government 
by twenty-five thousand. Now, let us see who 
is in favor of this project of increasing the 
expenditures and the number of officials of 
this Government. It is surely not in accord 
with the platform of either political party 
in this House, as submitted through their 
national or State conventions. 

Mr. PALMER. Neither the President of 
the United States in his message, nor the Post- 
master General in his report, has made any 
specific recommendation of any plan on this 
subject. They submit that question to the 


I reiterate that the Committee on the | 


It would lay open the whole | 


We have had experience enough in the 
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last Congress there was a special committee 
appointed to investigate this subject, and they 
gave to it more time than the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads could have given 
it. And therefore there seems to be an appro- 
priateness in sending this subject again to a 
specialcommittee. If there was any other rea- 
son needed, it seems to me it would be fur- 
nished in the speech which the chairman of 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads [Mr. Farnswortu] has just made, in 
which he specifically commits himself against 
any project to unite the postal telegraph sys- 


' tem with the Post Office Department. I hope, 
| therefore, that the resolution of the chairman 


of the Committee of Ways and Means, [ Mr. 
Dawes, ] to refer this subject to a special com- 
mittee, will be adopted. 

Mr. DAWES. _ I do not know for what pur- 
= the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
LANDALL] criticises the past Committee on the 
Pacific Railroad. 

Mr. RANDALL. Simply for their deeds as 
exhibited in the legislation of the country. 

Mr. DAWES. I failed to obtain from the 
gentleman, while he was upon the floor, an 


| Opportunity to ask him a question. I now 
| make any such imputation upon the present 


put the question to him directly: does he 


Committee on the Pacific Railroad ? 

Mr. RANDALL. I stated that when the 
original committee was appointed it was made 
up almost exclusively in the interest of rail- 


||} roads; and their votes in committee and 


their votes in the House will prove the truth 
of my statement. 

Mr. DAWES. I only desire that the geu- 
uestion. 

Mr. RANDALL. I have answered it. 

Mr. DAWES. If that is all the answer the 
gentleman has to make to my question, then 
he has answered himself. He confesses, that 


so far as the present Speaker of the House is 


| concerned, there is no just ground for criti- 


cism upon the Pacific Railroad Committee, 


| and he has suggested no other. 


Mr. RANDALL. I have expressed no 
other opinion upon that subject so far as the 
preseut Speaker is concerned, 

Mr. DAWES. Then there is no occasion 
for that part of the gentleman’s remarks 
against the propriety of intrusting the pres- 


| ent Speaker with the appointment of another 


special committee. If he has no complaint 
to make against the present committee in that 
regard, there is no occasion for him to make 
any argument. 

Mr. RANDALL. I cited that as an in- 
stance against the appointment of special 
committees. 

Mr. DAWES. I understand that the gen 
| tleman’s great grievance is that this is to be a 
| special committee. Can he not trust the 
Speaker to appoint a special committee just 





| 








as much as he can trust him to appoint a 
standing committee? I do not know what 
elements in the Speaker’s character for im- 
| partiality are called into exercise in the ap 
pointment of the one committee, rather than 
in the appointment of the other. The ques- 


| tion, Mr. Chairman, is whether a special com- 


mittee can give its attention to this matter 
| better than a standing committee, that has so 
| many other matters committed to it. The 
| difference between the gentleman from Penn- 
| sylvania [Mr. Ranpa.i] and one or two other 
| gentlemen who have spoken and myself is just 
| this: they prefer to decide this question before 
| they have heard it; I had a little rather decide 
| it after I have heard it. 
| Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman 
| allow me to ask him a question right at this 
| point? 
| Mr. DAWES. Certainly. 
| Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to know from 
| the gentleman, as the representative man of 
| the majority in this House upon its leading 
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committee, whether it is not the parliament- 
ary custom, at all events one that has pre- 
vailed for a considerable length of time in this 
Hou e en 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
liament. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. And in the English Par- 
0, as suggestedto me. When aselect 
committee is appointed to examine a given 
subject, not the practice require the 
Speaker to appoint upon that committee mem- 
bers who are in favor of the project, and who 
are also of the majority ? 

Mr. DAWES. I understand it to be the 
parliamentary rule that when you submit a 
matter to a special committee there shall be 
a majority in favor of such matter being sub- 
mitted to that committee. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Idid not understand the 
gentleman’s answer. Will he restate it? 

Mr. DAWES. I tried to make myself ex- 
plicit. As I understand parliamentary law, 
when a project is referred to a special com 
mittee it requires the appointment of a com- 
mittee with a majority in favor of the special 
reference. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Does it not go further, 
and require the officer making the appoint- 
ment to appoint a committee a majority of 
whom are in favor of the project? 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Chairman, | do not 
understand that there is any project recom- 
mended here. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. Ranpat.] has come before this | 
House and stated that here is a corporation 
that has inflated its stock to thirty or forty 
million dollars, and has the effrontery to come 
before the Congress of the United States and 
ask them to purchase its property at that | 
enormous rate. Why, sir, the gentleman does 
not understand the relations of this matter any 
more than a baby. The corporation to which 
he refers arrays itself with all its power of 
money and of influence and of ramification, 
reaching from Maine to Georgia, and from 
the Atlantic to the Pacifie coast, against any 
such proposition. ‘The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Beck] will do me the justice to 
say that while upon that special committee, 
representing upun it the Committee on Appro- 
priations, | stood up with him against the | 
embarkation by this nation in any such project 
as taking money out of the Treasury for the | 
purchase of that enormous property; and the 
gentleman ought to give me the credit of 
having turned the scale upon that question in 
that committee. 

Mr. BECK. Allow me to say that what the 
gentleman from Massachusetts has just stated 
is the fact; and it is a fact, also, that the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company did oppose, by 
every means in its power, the purchase of the 
telegraph lines by the Government. I under- 
stand, however, from the public press—my 
only means of information in reference to this 
matter—that the company has now changed 
its position, and is most anxious to have this 
measure accomplished. That is one reason 
why I fear the project. 

Mr. DAWES. The proposition will not, Mr. 
Chairman, commend itself any more to me 
if that change should have taken place. I 
foresaw it in the last Congress. The gentle- 
man from Kentucky ought to have whatever 
credit there may be in having stood with me | 
inthis matter from the beginning to the end. 

I do not enter into the discussion of the 
merits of this matter. Istand where the Presi- | 
dent stands in his message, submitting this || 
matter for the consideration of Congress. In | 
any view that can be taken of the question, | 
its magnitude must press itselfupon every fair 
and candid mind. 

There are two sides to it, which ought to be | 
weighedandconsidered. There are objections 
to it, serious ones, such as have been suggested 
by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Farws- || 
wortH,}] the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. | 


An4 in the English Par 


liamentatls 


doe 





Nipiack,] and others—objections that must 


strike everybody who looks at the subject. On 
the other hand, the proposition appears to 
offer some great advantages. The matter de- 
serves such consideration, Mr. Chairman, as, 
in my Opinion, it cannot receive from any 
standing committee of the House, discharging 
properly the duties devolving upon it under 
the rules. 

In moving this reference, it has not been in 
the slightest degree my intention to give any 
project any advantage, apart from the fair sub- 
mission of the question for consideration. It 
is my belief that a special committee, having 


' no other matters to interfere with the consid- 


eration of the subject, will better develop the 
true interests of the Government in this con- 
nection than can be done by any standing 
committee. I believe that the Committee on 


Appropriations has quite as much if not more | 


interest in the consideration of this matter 
than the Post Office Committee can have. 
With entire confidence in those two commit- 


| tees, I believe that this great subject will have 


a fairer and more satisfactory examination in 
a select committee, and that the conclusion 


| will mere probably be such as will commend 
_ itself to the economy of the House, and main- 
| tain those safeguards which must be thrown 
| around patronage and power. 


I wish it under- 
stood that I do not doubt the subject would 
receive at the hands of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads fair consideration. 
The gentleman from Illinois, however, has 
already committed himself adversely to the 
proposition. Having recorded his opinion 
against it, he now proposes to sit in judgment 
upon it; and I really think, on that account, 
if no other, it would be proper to raise a select 
committee. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts admits the majority of the select 
committee must be in favor of it. 

Mr. DAWES. I admit the majority of the 


| select committee must be in favor of consid- 


ering the subject. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. So dol. 

Mr. DAWES. Notthat the majority of the 
committee must be in favor of purchasing 
telegraph lines according to anybody’s scheme, 
and uniting them with the postal service of 
the Government of the United States. Nobody 
suggests any such scheme as that; and in any 
appointment of the committee, the Speaker 
would not have the right to make it in favor 
of any such project. But the committee will 
be appointed, as I have no doubt the Speaker 
will appoint it, uncommitted, except to con- 
sider the whole subject, all the various projects 


| which may be suggested, and to bring before 


the country, as I believe such a committee 
will, such a report as will relieve us from fur- 
ther anxiety on this subject. 


Mr. CONNER. I call for the reading of 


| the resolution. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That so much of said message and docu- 
ments as relates to the union of the telegraphic 
system of the country with the postal service of the 
Government, and all other questions relating to land 
and ocean telegraphs, be referred to a special com- 
mittee of nine members. 


Mr. DAWES. The word ‘ocean”’ has been 
stricken out. ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN. Notyet; but that amend- 
ment is now pending. 

Mr. BANKS. I believe my colleague ac- 
cepts the amendment as a modification of the 
resolution. 

Mr. DAWES. Certainly. 

Mr. CONNER. [I can find nothing in that 
resolution warranting a general discussion. 
It is simply a resolution to refer a portion of 
the President's message; no more, no less. 
The merits or demerits of our telegraphic sys- 
tem are not before us. 

Mr. Chairman, the propriety of establishing 
the proposed telegraph system is one every 
way worthy of discussion when the proper 
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time comes. There are, I have no doubt, » 
good many of us who have something to say 
on the subject; but, before entering upon any 
such discussion, I would like to have befor 
the House something tangible, covering the 
whole ground, so that every gentleman may 
be prepared to vote intelligently. There seems 

co a rivalry between various committees ag 
to which shall have the investigation of this 
matter. So far as I am concerned, it matters 
not whether it goes to a special committee, to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Pog 


| Roads, to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
'| or to any other committee. To whatever com. 


mittee it is referred, their report in proper 
time will come before us, and then will be the 
proper time for this discussion. I hope we 


| shall now have a vote. 


Mr. BECK. I move to amend the motion 
of the gentleman from Illinois so that this 
shall be referred to the Committee on Appro- 


| priations. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I accept that as 
substitute for my own amendment. 
Mr. KING. 


out the resolution which proposes to refer to 


_aselect committee the subject of purchasing 











| the telegraph lines by the Government. I sub. 


mit the motion in order to make up the record 


| as we go alongin this matter. It appears, from | 
| what has been said in the House, that the re. 
| ports of previous committees on this subject 


have been made and considered; that the mat- 
ter has been fairly developed, and that all the 
information which can be presented has been 
acted on by committees heretofore. Standing, 
as I do, opposed to the whole project, I desire, 
with all due respect to the President of the 
United States, and the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, to move to strike 
out the resolution which I have indicated, in 
the way of entering my protest against the 
whole scheme. I do not propose to go into 
any discussion, or into any detail in regard to 
this matter. 1 make the motion to strike out 
in order that we may stand properly before 
each other, and I trust we shall now havea 
vote. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope the 
resolution in the shape in which it was intro- 
duced by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Dawes] will prevail. At the last ses- 
sion a special committee was appointed on the 
subject. 


as the proper time to discuss its merits. Yet 
I will say that I have had occasion during the 
recess to look over the great body of docu- 
ments which the committee having charge of 
the subject gathered together during its work. 
The late chairman of that committee—Gen- 
eral Washburn, of Wisconsin—sentthe docu- 
ments to me for my inspection. They are 
voluminous and valuable, and it seems to me 
that no one of the standing committees of the 
House can properly take on its shoulders this 
large amount of additional work. So far as 
the Committee on Appropriations, to which I 
belong, is concerned, fan satisfied that it has 
enough to do without such increased duties. 
Of course, I see that this subject nearly con- 
cerns the appropriation of moneys out of the 
Treasury. AndI have no doubt that the sub- 
ject, in some of its phases, would go into the 
hands of that committee. But, first of all, 
the great question whether the Government 
should take charge of the telegraphic service 
of this country, and make it a part of our 
postal system, is nota matter of appropriation 
primarily, is not a matter of foreign affairs 
primarily, is not a matterof mere postal affairs 
primarily ; but concerns a great topic lying off 
in a field by itself, which ought to be exam- 
ined, surveyed, and reported upon. And 
when the subject in its several aspects is ready 
to go before the various committees, they 
ought to have their say on it at the proper 
time, But it seems to me that at present the 


I moye to amend by striking | 


While my own mind is uncommitted 7] 
on the general question, [ do not regard this 7 
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oubt, 2 question is a new one, lying outside the grr 
to say nee of any of the eng see 
ON any ope, therefore, the proposition will stand as 
before + was originally made by the gentleman from 
ing the Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes. } 28 Cie ; 
in may The question was On Mr. Farnswortn’s | 
e Seems amendment, that the reference should be to 
tees ag he Committee on Appropriations ; and being 
of this aken, there were—ayes 100, noes 86. 

Matters Mr. UPSON called for tellers. 

ttee, to Tellers were refused. 

d Post § So the amendment was agreed to. 

Affairs, The CHAIRMAN. The question is next 


er com: pon the proposition of the gentleman from 











proper Missouri, [Mr. Kine,] which is to strike out 

be the he resolution as now amended. 
Ope we The question being taken, the motion to 
trike out was disagreed to. 
motion Mr. DAWES. I now move that the com- 
at this [Mllmittee rise and report the resolutions to the 
Appro- (House. pia’. 
Mr. COX. Before that motion is put, I ask 
it as a hat the resolutions which have reference to 
he Ways and Means and the Banking and 
triking ‘urrency Committees be again read, with a 
‘efer to jiew to my offering an aMendment to them, 
thasing The Clerk read as follows: 

I sub- Resolved, That so much of the annual message of 
record he President of the United States to the two 
5. fi g Houses of Congress at the present session, together 
> tana with the accompanying documents, as relates to 
the re- the finances and taxation, to the receipts into the 
subject Yreasury, to the reduction of internal taxes, to the 
e mat. i readjustment of the tariff and the revision of any 

mat: i f the laws relating thereto, to questions of reci- 
all the procity between the Canadas and the United States, 
's been eto the public debt and public credit, and to the 
nding, | aaew2ys and means of supporting and meeting the lia- 
ang,  Wohilities of the Government, be referred to the Com- 
desire,  Winittee of Ways and Means. ‘ 
of the @ Resolved, That so much of the said message and 
20 documents as relates to banks and banking and 
dreeral currency be referred to the Committee on Banking 
strike and Currency. 
— Mr. COX. I propose to add to the latter 
e : . of these resolutions the following words: 
70 Into g ‘ 
ard to And that the Committee on Banking and Currency 
k be directed to investigate the transaction of fund- 

e out ing the five per cents, and have power to send for 
before 7 persons and papers, and to report the amount of 
havea @ any increase of the bonded debt, the agents em- 


ployed and paid by the Secretary of the Treasury 
for the service rendered, all contracts pertaining to 


ne the the same, and the sums paid said agents. 

intro- | Mr. Chairman, I offered a resolution yester- 
jusetts | day for the purpose of referring this matter to | 
st ses: § the Committee of Ways and Means. The 
onthe § chairman of that committee objected to that | 
mitted GRRE resolution, as did also another gentleman from | 
rd this § Massachusetts, [Mr. Banks.] I did not mean 

Yet J in offering the resolution to imply or express 

ng the any reproach upon the honorable Secretary of 
docu: | the Treasury. I supposed, of course, that 
rge of | gentlemen on the other side of the House 
work. would have been glad to see this matter, which 
-Gen- | has been heralded through the papers, thor- 
docu: oughly examined. -I proposed that it should 
y are & be examined by the friends, if you please, or | 
to me FF hy a majority of the friends, of the Secretary 
of the * of the Treasury. But the gentlemen I men- 
rs this tion, and others en masse, objected to that | 
far as resolution, and to the investigation by the | 
hich | Ways and Means. Since I failed in that, I 
it has propose now to send this matter to the Com- 
uties. mittee on Banking and Currency. It is a 
r con: matter which properly pertains to that com- 
»f the mittee, and they, perhaps, will have more | 
> sub- leisure to attend to it than the Committee of 
fo the Ways and Means. Indeed, it concerns the 
f all, Committee on Banking more than I at first 
ment supposed. The national banks have been 
rvice the medium for the subscriptions to the new 
f our loan. Circulars on this topic have been issued 
ation tothem. The Secretary more than hints that | 
ffairs some of the banks who refuse to take the five 
ffairs per cents olight to be, and will be, abolished. 
ig off it is, therefore, clearly a case for the Com- | 
xam- mittee on Banking and Currency. If I might | 
And quote from the Secretary's report, in confirm- || 
ready ation of my ideas and design, he says: 

they “It was also agreed that the subscriptions should | 
roper all be made through national banks, and certificates 
t the of depgsit therefor issued by said banks to the Sec- 


retary of the Treasury, bonds to be lodged with the 


Treasurer of the United States for the amount of 
the deposit. i 
10th of August, 1871, it was announced that national 
banks making or obtaining subscriptions, payable 
in coin, would be designated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury as depositaries of public money, on the 
usual condition of placing in the hands of the 
Treasurer of the United States bonds of the United 
States for the security of such deposits; and that, 


|| at the commencement of cach month, notice would 











| 








be given of the redemption of an amount of bonds 
equal to the amount of subscriptions in coin for the 
preceding month, interest to cease in ninety days 
from the date of such notice. ”’ 

This matter, therefore, does concern the 
banks of the country, and, therefore, the com- 
mittee I have named. 
amount, I think $65,000,000, have already sub- 
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increase whatever of the bonded debt of the United 
States. 

“This provision, itisalleged, Mr. Boutwell entirely 
disregarded, in allowing the six per cent. bonds re- 
placed by the new five per cents to remain uncan- 
| celed and draw interest for the benefit of the syn- 
| dicate for the period of three months. During that 

period thedebt was virtually increased by the sum of 

$130,000,000, and the Government paid double inter- 
est on that sum for such period, the excess amount- 
| ing to nearly two million dollars. In other words, 
the syndicate is allowed to reeeive interest for 
ninety days on two sets ef bonds by paying for one, 

It gets interest on the new five per cents, and also 
| onthe old six per cents, which should, according to 
| the intent of the law, have been canceled the day 
| the five per cents began to draw interest. And it is 
not only on the five-twenties it holds itself that the 
syndicate receives this handsome profit, but all the 
bonds sent into the Treasury for conversion by the 


3y a printed circular, issued on the | 


The banks, to a large | 


scribed for this loan, and without having the | 
advantages of certain other people who have | 


since subscribed under a peculiarly interest- 
ing circumstance yet to be explained. 

Even the Secretary of the Treasury, in his 
report, which I will not now refer to, rather 
confirms my thought of the necessity of this 
inquiry. I gather from his report these facts : 


t was agreed that subscriptions to this new | 


loan of five per cent. should all be made 
through national banks, and certificates of 
deposit therefor issued by said bank to the 


Secretary of the Treasury, bonds to be lodged | 


with the Treasurer of the United States for 
the amount of the deposit, &c. Under this 
agreement the books were opened in this 
country and in Europe, and by the last of 
August subscriptions were obtained for the 
entire amount offered. 

On the Ist of September public notice was 
given that one hundred millions of five-twenty 
bonds of 1862 *‘ would be paid on the \st of De- 
cember,’’ and that the interest on them would 
cease on that date. In this report the Secre- 
tary assumes he would have to hold the money 
received for three months. ‘This is absurd ; 
it is not the law. But, assuming that there is 
such a law, may not the disputation be ended 
by fair inquiry ? 

I repeat here now what my resolution of 
yesterday said, and on authority almost as 
direct as the Secretary’s report, that here has 
been, in defiance of the law which we passed 
last session, an increase of the public debt, 
and of its interest. I am in favor of law and 
of its observance, as written on our statute- 
books. Gentlemen upon the other side and 
upon this side of the House have spoken 
loudly to-day for law and order. Now let us 


commence with the President and his Secreta- | 
Let us examine whether they havecom- , 


ries. 


plied with the law; andif they haveincreased | 


the debt in this new and suspicious transac- 
tion with this so-called syndicate—if anybody 


knows what that is—let us, if we cannot im- | 


peach them legally, at least do it morally. I 


| alleged, on authority, that the Secretary has 


paid more than the half of one per cent. for 
this business of placing the loan. ‘This was the 
sum provided inthelaw. It wasthe limitation 


| in compensation for services and agents for 


placing this loan in the market. A statement 
was made in a New York Republican paper, 
the Tribune, which came directly from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, from which it ap- 


pears that there has been an infraction of law | 


in two instances. It is our duty either to cor- 
rect the law so as to conform to the Secretary’s 


action, or else to reprimand him in some pub- | 


lic way, so that we may teach our officers their 
duty, after we have instructed thei by legis- 
lation what that duty is. 

I now propose, Mr. Chairman, to have read 
this article as the basis of my resolution of 
yesterday. It is also the basis of my motion 
to-day. I send it to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

**He is charged with having violated the law in 


two important particulars, namely, in increasing || 


the public debt temporarily and in exceeding the 
one half of one per cent. allowed by the funding act 
for all expenses of placing theloan. In the latter 
part of the first section of the act there is a positive 
prohibition against any increase of the debt, in these 
words: * But nothing in this act, or in any other law 
now in force, shall be construed to authorize any 


banks by individuals in this country, and those ex 
changed in Europe by Assistant Seeretary Richard- 
son, are put aside for three months before being 
canceled, and the interest handed over to the syn- 
dicate. The Government actually pays the syndi- 
cate a large commission on business that is done by 
the banks, and by its own agents, directly with the 
SaQREES and with which the syndicate has nothing 
0 ao, 

“Tt is not easy to see how the conclusion can be 
escaped that the Secretary has made a large tem- 

porary increase in the bonded debt, in violation of 
| the express terms of the statute. ‘The other point 
made against him appears to be equally well taken.”’ 

Mr. COX. I have nothing more to add, 
except if there is any good reason why this 
matter should be investigated by the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, rather than the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency, why did the 
gentleman object to my resolution yesterday 
which sent it to the Ways and Means, of which 
he ischairman? If there is a good reason for 
| that investigation at all, why not send it toa 
committee which is directly connected with the 
subject? I do not wish to cast imputations 
| upon the Secretary of the Treasury. 1 pre- 
| sume that if he has paid any extra money to 
these agents, and increased our debt, (as he 
| has,) it was, as he says, and as the Treasurer 
of the United States seems to say, that it grew 
out of his great anxiety to show the people 
that he could place this five per cent. loan of 
$200,000,000 upou the market. But no exi- 
gency, partisan, political, or pecuniary, allows 
an officer to break law. The Secretary has 
been so eager to get his five per cents off his 
hands that he has overleaped not only the 
spirit but the letter of the law. It becomes 
us, however, as the law-makers, to see to it 
that our laws are not the playthings of Secre 
taries or Presidents. I will not judge the 
Secretary harshly till he is heard fully, but | 
propose to have a committee pass upon the 
matter, with power to send for persons and 
papers, and then the House can judge him, and 
can pass whatever law or censure to it may 
seem necessary. 

Mr. DAWES. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Cox] asks the House to permit 
him, as a member of the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency, to try the Secretary of the 
Treasury for a violation of law, and then, in 
order to qualify himself for the impartial dis- 
charge of that duty, he announces to the House, 
beforehand, that the Secretary has violated 
the law. If anything would render it improper 
to grant the request of the gentleman from New 
York it would be the fact that he ostentatiously 
presents himself as disqualified in having be- 
forehand charged the Secretary with violating 
the law. On yesterday the House intrusted 
the Committee of Ways and Means with that 
duty. The gentleman’s own resolution, at his 
own request, was referred to that committee. 
lt pertains to the loan. Itis true that certain 
banks participated in carrying out that loan, 
but it was a loan authorized through the Com- 
_ mittee of Ways and Means originally, and it 
‘| belongs to the Committee of Ways and Means 
| to investigate it if any committee is to do it. 
|| It is very singular that my friend manifests such 
|| anxiety to take to himself the delicate position 
|| of an impartial trier, while at the same time 
| he takes so much pains to announce to the 
| country that he is disqualified for the position. 
'| | am one of those who prefer to hear the whole 
il question before | pronounce my decision upon 
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it, but I doubt not that the Secretary of the 
Treasury is entirely willing to present himself 
before any impartial committee of this House 
and to the country, and to show that he has 
acted in strict conformity to the law when he 
has had opportunity to. But whether he has 
or has not, if his conduct is to be inquired 
into, let it be by the committee having juris- 
diction over loans, and by such members of 
the committee as have not beforehand declared 
that the Secretary has violated the law. Let 
the matterremain where my friend, by his own 
consent yesterday, let his own resolution go. 
Mr. COX. Why did you object to it yester- 
day? 

Mr. DAWES. Wait one moment. Why 
has my friend slept over his own proposition 
of yesterday, that it should be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and waked up 
this morning to renewed anxiety himself to 
enter into the lists as both trier and judge? 
Let the matter be where it was left yesterday. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman says, in answer 
to my statement, that I have prejudged this 
case. Ihave not altogether prejudged it. I 
have heard the case prima facie—ex parte, if 
you will—and would be willing to hear further 
from the other side. I do not follow the ex- 
ample of the President of the United States 
a some others with reference to those 
arrested in the South, condemning the whole 

people as guilty without trial. 

On yesterday I proposed to send this subject 
to a committee of which the gentleman [ Mr. 
Dawes] is himself the honored chairman. 
He objected; his colleague oes Banks] ob- 
jected; all that side of the House were ready 
to object. Why? Was it because it was not a 
proper investigation? Or was it because they 
wished to shield the Secretary of the Treasury 
from any investigation whatever? Why did 
not the gentleman come forward and welcome 
the resolution, as he was wont to do in the 
palmy days when we fought all those doubtful 
questions? I did not propose a special com- 
mittee; I would not attempt to fix that reproach 
upon the Secretary. I proposed to send the 
subject to the committee which usually has 
had charge of the funding system, and the gen- 
tleman objected. And at the last moment I 
was compelled to fling it into a commitiee 
where I knew it would sleep the sleep that 
knows no waking, for the gentleman himself 
had prejudged the question by his action here. 

I am but one member of the Committee on 
Banking and Currency. If there were two 
more of my politics on that committee we 
would still be in a minority with respect to 
the Secretary of the Treasury and the Ad- 
ministration. You have a committee, there- 
fore, of your own friends. And if, as yester- 
(lay you designated, you will not take charge 
of it, why not give it to a committee of which 
the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts 
[ Mr. Heopent is the chairman? He is a 
man who understands this business of the pub- 
lic debt; aman who, I undertake to say, under- 
stands all about banks and banking; who has 
had more experience in it than perhaps any 
other member of the House of Representatives 
or of the Senate; who has made it bis study 
from early manhood, and who knows whether 
or not the law, which he helped to frame, has 
been —— with. That is all I ask, and I 
am sure the honorable member from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Dawes] will not undertake to 
say that I am unjust or unkind in asking it. 

It is a part of our duty in the Opposition 
here, especially when the majority on the other 
side is so great and so triumphant, to chal- 
lenge everything that comes from the Adminis 
tration that does not look right prima facie. 
This is one of the transactions which the 
country demands should be riddled from one 
end to the other. Therefore I propose to send 
it to a committee where it will not be stran- 
gled—to a committee which will give it, and 


which will have time to give it, a fuli and thor- 


ough investigation. 
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= ; 
Mr. MAYNARD. I rise to make a parlia- 


mentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the gentleman. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to make it with 
a view, if possible, to harmonize the conflicting 
views of gentlemen. 
would be in order to move to refer this subject 
to ‘‘the committee of seventy?’’ [Laughter. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does 
fully understand the gentleman. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I made the suggestion 
to the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. Cox, ] 
rather than to the Chair. 

Mr. COX. Idid not hear the proposition 
of the gentleman. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I thought the gentleman 
from New York [ Mr. Cox] might perhaps be 


willing to have his proposition referred to | 
of the city of 


‘‘the committee of seventy”’ 
New York. 
Mr. COX. 
seventy’’ would do justice to the Adminis- 
tration as they have done justice under other 
circumstances. 
The question was on the amendment moved 


by Mr. Cox; and being taken it was not agreed | 


to, upon a division—ayes 81, noes 90. 

Mr. DAWES. 
this committee rise and report to the House the 
resolutions under consideration as amended, 
with the recommendation that they be adopted. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Speaker | 
having resumed the chair, Mr. WHEELER re- | 


ported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union had had under consid- 
eration the annual message of the President 
of the United States, and had directed him to 


report to the House for adoption sundry reso- | 


lutions as amended by the Committee of the 


Whole. 
Mr. DAWES. 


I now call the previous 


_ question upon the resolutions and the amend- 


ment thereto. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

TheSPEAKER. 
the amendment substitutingthe Committee on 
Appropriations for a special committee to con- 
sider the subject of postal telegraphs. 


On the question there were—ayes §S4, | 
noes 1. 

Mr. RANDALL. I call for the yeas and 
nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the aftirmative—yeas 107, nays 98, not voting 
31; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Ambler, Archer, 
Arthur, Barnum, Beck, Bell, Beveridge, Biggs, Austin 
Blair, Braxton, Bright, Caldwell, Campbell, Carroll, 
Clarke,Comingo,Conner,Coghlan, Cox,Crebs, Critch- 
er, Crossland, Davis, Dox, DuBose, Duke, Dunnell, 
Eldridge, Ely, Farnsworth, Farwell, Finkelnburg, 
Forker, Garrett, Getz, Griffith, Haldeman, Hamble- 
ton, Hancock, Handley, Hanks, Harper. John T. 
Harris, Hereford, Hibbard, Hill, Holman, Kerr, King, 
Kinsella, Lamison, Lamport, Leach, Lewis, Manson, 
Marshall, McClelland, McCormick, McHenry, Mc- 
Kinney, McNeely, Merrick, Benjamin F. Meyers, 
Moore, Morgan, Niblack,Hosea W.Parker, Eli Perry, 
Peters, Poland, Potter, Price, Randall, Read,Edward 
Y. Rice, John M., Rice, Ritchie, William RK. Roberts, 
Robinson, Rogers, Shanks, Sherwood, Shober, Slater, 
Slocum, Sloss, Worthington C. Smith, Snapp, R. Mil- 
ton Speer, Stevens, Storm, Sutherland, Swann,Terry, 
Washington Townsend, Tuthill, Van Trump, Wad- 
dell, Watdron, Warren, Wells, Whitthorne, Willard, 
Winchester, and Wood—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Averill, Banks, Barber, 
Beatty, Bigby, Bingham, George M. Brooks, Buffin- 
ton, Burchard, Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, Cobb, 


Coburn, Conger, Cotton, Darrall, Dawes, Donnan, 
| Duell, Eames,Charles Foster, Wilder D. Foster,Frye, 


Garfield, Hale, Halsey, Harmer, George E. Harris, 
Havens, Gerry W.Hazieton, John W.Hazleton, Hoar, 
Houghton, Kelley,Kellogg, Ketcham, Killinger, Lan- 
sing, Lowe, Lynch, Maynard, McCrary, McGrew, 
McJunkin, McKee, Mereur, Merriam, Monroe, Mor- 


»his, Leonard Myers, ester. Orr, Packard, Packer, | 
e 


almer, Isaac C. Parker, ck, Pendleton, Perce, 


| Aaron F. Perry, Platt, Porter, Prindle, Rainey, Ellis 


H. Roberts, Rusk, Sessions, Sheldon, Shellabarger, 
Shoemaker, H. Boardman Smith, John A. Smith, 
Snyder, Thomas J. Speer, Sprague, Starkweather, 
Stevenson, Stoughton, Stowell, Strong, St. John, 
Sypher, Taffe, Thomas, Dwight Townsend. Twichell, 
Tyner, Upson, Wakeman, Walden, Walls,Washburn, 


The Chair will hear | 


My inquiry is whether it | 


not | 


I presume ‘‘the committee of 


I now renew the motion that | 


The first question is upon | 





December § 


| 

| Wheeler, Whiteley, Williams of Indiana, Jeray;.; 
|| M. Wilson. and John T. Wilson—98, aa 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Barry, Bird, James ; 
|| Blair, James Brooks, Buckley, Benjamin F, Buile, 
|! Creely, De Large, Dickey, Edwards, Elliott, 1,,/ 
1D). Foster, Golladay, Goodrich, Hawley, Hay, Ha, 
Hooper, Kendall, McIntyre, Mitchell, Morey Ry...” 
velt, Sawyer, Scofield, Seeley, ; 


¢ ' We Turner, Vanughar 
Voorhees, Wallace, Williams of New York. 4} 
Young—3sl. sa 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

The resolutions reported from the Comm; 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Unig, 
were, as amended, adopted. 

NORRIS VS. HANDLEY. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House je. 
timony in the contested-election case of No;.| 
ris vs. Handley, from the third district off 
Alabama; which was referred to the Comy).§ 
tee of Elections. 

M’ KISSICK VS. WALLACE. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Hous § 


ert 


McKissick vs. Wallace, from the fourth distri: i 
of South Carolina; which was referred to the § 
_ Committee of Elections. i 


ITARRIS VS. ROGERS. i 


Harris vs. Rogers, from the fourth district o 
North Carolina: which was referred to th 
| Committee of Elections. 


BURLEIGH VS. ARMSTRONG. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the Hous 





Dakota; which was referred to the Committ 
MAXWELL V8. HOOPER. 
testimony in the contested-election case o/ 


|| Maxwell vs. Hooper, from the Territory o 
| Utah; which was referred to the Committe 


BOLES VS. EDWARDS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Hou: 
papers relating to the contested-election cas 
of Boles vs. Edwards, from the third distri 
| of Arkansas; which were referred to the Cou 
mittee of Elections. 





GIDDINGS VS. CLARK. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the Hou: 


papers relating to the contested election of 7 


| Giddings vs. Clark, from the third district o! 
| Texas: which were referred to the Committe: 
of Elections. 
PUBLIC PROPERTY IN THE DISTRICT. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the Hous 








transmitting, in compliance with the act o 


property of the United States in the publi 
| buildings and grounds in the District of Colum 
| bia; which was referred to the Committee o 
| Publie Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to 
be printed. 


| 
| JUDGMENTS IN COURT OF CLAIMS. 
/acommunication from the clerk of.the Cour 
of Claims, transmitting, in compliance with 
| the act of June 25, 1868, a statement of judg 
| ments rendered in said court, with the amounts 

| thereof, for the year ending December 4, 1871; 
|| which was referred to the Committee on Appro: 
|| priations, and ordered to be printed. 


} REVISION OF UNITED STATES STATUTES. 
| The 


SPEAKER, by unanimous consen', 
also laid before the House a communicatio! 
‘| from the commissioners appointed to revis¢ 
| and consolidate the statutes of the United 
| States under act of June 27, 1866, chapter 
140, and May 4, 1870, chapter 72; which was 


_ referred to the Committee on the Revigion of 
|| the Laws, and ordered to be printed. 


testimony in the contested-election case of 


The SPEAKER also laid before the Hous 7 
testimony in the contested-election case of W 


testimony in the contested-election case of J 
Burleigh vs. Armstrong, from the Territory of 9 


of Elections. % 


The SPEAKER also laid before the Hou 


of Elections. a 


a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 7 


| July 15, 1870, inventories and accounts of the i 
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WILLIAM HEINE. | 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, | 
also laid before the House the following mes- 
eee . > , \ 
sage from the President of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed: 

To the Senate x e 

” and House of Representatives: 
pursuance of the provisions, second section, of 
wean approved June 20, 1864, entitled ‘An act 
making appropriations for the consular and diplo- | 
matic expenses of the Governinent for the year | 
ending the 30th of June, 1865, and for other pur- 
joses,”’ 1 inform Congress that William Heine, a 
vonsular clerk, was, on the 30th of August last, 
removed from office forthe following cause, namely, 
insubordination, Slecherpnce of orders, and disre- | 
tful conduct toward his superiors. is 
— : U. 8.G@RANT. 
WasuinatTon, December 5, 1871. | 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, | 
also laid before the House the following mes- | 
sage from the President of the United States ; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and, with the accompanying | 
document, ordered to be printed : 

To the Senate . 
ie and House of Representatives : 
I transmit herewith to Congress a report, dated 


November 8, 1871, received from the Secretary of | 
State, in compliance with the requirement of the act | 


of March 3, 1871, making appropriations, among || 


other things, for the increase of expenses and com- 
pensation of certain diplomatic and consular officers | 
of the United States, on account of the late war | 
between France and Prussia. The expenditures 
therein mentioned have been made onmy approval. 
U.S. GRANT. 


WasuHinaton, December 4, 1871. 
DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR SYSTEMS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
also laid before the House the following mes- 
sage from the President of the United States ; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and, with the accompanying 
documents, ordered to be printed : 


To the Senate 
and House of Representatives : 


I herewith transmit to Congress a report, dated 
the 4th instant, with the accompanying papers, 
received from the Secretary of State, in compliance 
with the requirements of the eighteenth section of 
the act entitled “‘An act to regulate the diplomatic | 
and consularsystems of the United States,’’ approved 
August 18, 1856. U.S. GRANT. 

Wasuineton, December 4, 1871. 


CONSULAR AGENTS. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
also laid before the House the following mes- 
sage from the President of the United States; | 
which was referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, and, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, ordered to be printed: 

To the House of Representatives : 

In compliance with section two of the act making 
appropriations for the consular and diplomatic ex- 
penses of the Government for the year ending June 
30, 1871, approved July 11, 1870, | herewith trans- 
mit the names and reports of and the amounts paid 
to consular agents of the United States. ; 

U.S. GRANT. 

Exrcutive Mansion, December 4, 1871. 

UNITED STATES TREASURER’S ACCOUNTS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
also laid before the House a letter of the Treas- | 
urer of the United States, transmitting his { 
adjusted quarterly account of general receipts | 
and expenditures of the United States for the 
year ending June 30, 1869; which was referred | 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC PROPERTY, 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
also laid before the House a letter from the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, trans- 
mitting a statement of public property in his 
possession belonging to the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 








printed. | 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
also laid before the House a letter from the 








| 


Secretary of State in relation to property of 
the United States in public buildings and 
grounds in the District of Columbia; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE HOUSE. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
also laid before the House a letter from the 


| Clerk of the House, transmitting his annual 


report of contingent expenses; which was 


| referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 


and ordered to be printed. 


| CONTINGENT EXPENSES STATE DEPARTMENT. 





The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
also laid before the House a communication 


| from the Secretary of State, showing the pay- 
EXPENSES OF CONSULAR OFFICES. 
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ments made from the contingent fund; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Apprepria- | 


tions, and ordered to be printed. 


RELIEF OF AMERICAN SEAMEN. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, | 


also laid before the House a letter from the 
Secretary of State, transmitting abstract of 
returns by collectors of customs for relief and 


| 


i} 


protection of American seamen, and showing | 


the number of seamen registered in the sev- 
eral ports of entry in the United States during 


the year ending September 30, 1871; which | 


was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed, 


MR. WILLIAM B. WASHBURN. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
the following communication: 
Forty-Seconp ConGreEss, 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wasuineaton, D. C., December 5, 1871. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have 


sent to the Governor of Massachusetts my resigna- 
tion of the office of Representative in the Congress 


| of the United States from the ninth congressional 
| district in that State, to take effect on the lst day 


of January, 1872. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W.B. WASHBURN. 
Hon. James G. BLAINE, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
COMMERCE WITH CHINA, ETC. 
Mr. PETERS, by unanimous consent, intro- 


duced a bill (H. R. No. 458) to facilitate com- | 


merce between the United States and China, 


Japan, and other countries of Asia; which was | 


read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT CHICAGO. 

Mr. FARWELL, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. RK. No. 459) for the con- 
struction of a public building at Chicago, Illi- 
nois; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

PRINTING A REPORT. 


Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts, by unani- 


mous consent, submitted the following resolu- | 
tion; which was referred, under the law, to | 


the Committee on Printing: 
Regolved, That two thousand extra copies of the 


report of the Comptrolier of the Currency be | 


printed for the use of the Treasury Department. 
LABOR BUREAU. 
Mr. KILLINGER, by unanimous consent, 


| submitted the following resolution; which was 


| Labor be directed to inquire into the expediency of | 


considered, and referred to the Committee on | 


Education and Labor: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Education and 


establishing a labor bureau in connection with the 
Department of Agriculture, with a view to the com- 
pilation of statistics, and the more complete recog- 
nition of the rights of the laboring classes. 


BENJAMIN CLARKE, 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania, by 
unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 460) granting a pension to Benjamin 
Clarke; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 





AMENDMENT TO TILE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. POTTER, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 50) pro- 
posing an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

RECONSIDERATION OF REFERENCES. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move to recon- 
sider the various references of bills and joint 
resolutions made to committees this day; and 
I also move that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The iatter motion was agreed to. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


Mr. HAWLEY, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave of absence, for ten days, on 
account of sickness in his family. 

Mr. STRONG obtained leave of absence for 
ten days. 

COLONEL L. C. HOUK. 


Mr. MAYNARD, by unanimous consent, 
obtained leave to withdraw from the files of 
the House the papers in the case of Colonel 
L. C. Houk. 

BIGLEY AND COMPANY. 


Mr. NEGLEY. lIask unanimous consent 
to withdraw from the files of the Committee of 
Claims the papers in the case of Bigley & Co. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I ask that copies of 
the papers be left with the committee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands 
that there is no rule upon the subject of leav 
ing copies. 

Mr. BANKS. 
copies. 

The SPEAKER. Such is the usage, but 
there is no rule, although, in the judgment of 
the Chair, there ought to be. The matter is 
one which has been frequently before the 
House. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I should like to move 
that when papers are withdrawn from the 
various committees copies be left. 

Mr. PETERS. If the cases were reintro- 
duced into the House, as in most cases they 
are, there might be an objection to having the 
copies retained. 

Mr. NeGLey’s motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. I demand the 
regular order. 

DRAWING FOR SEATS. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order having 
been called, the gentleman from Connecticut 
{Mr. StaRKWEATHER] has the floor to move a 
resolution which is privileged once during each 
session of Congress. 

Mr. STARK WEATHER. 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House do forth- 
with place in a box the name of each member and 
Delegate of the House of Representatives, written 
upon a separate slip of paper; that he then proceed 
in the presence of the etoe to draw from the said 
box, one at a time, the said slips of paper, and as 
each is drawn he shall announce the name of the 
member or Delegate upon it, who shall choose his 
seat for the present Congress: Provided, That before 
said drawing shall commence the Speaker sball cause 
each seat to be vacated, and shall see that every seat 


The usage has been to retain 


I offer the fol- 


| continues vacant until itis selected under this order; 


and that every seat, after having been selected, shall 
be deemed forfeited if left unoccupied before the 
calling of the roll is finished. 


Mr. PETERS. I move that the resolution 


' do lie on the table. 


Mr. BANKS. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I would suggest to 
the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Srank- 
WEATHER] that the drawing would oceupy 
some time, and that it would be better to post- 
pone the question till to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. There are two motions 
pending, neither of which is debatable—one 
that the resolution be laid on the table, the 
other that the House adjourn. 

The question being taken on the motion to 
adjourn, there were—ayes 127, noes 66. 


Mr. AMBLER called for the yeas and nays. 


I move that the House do 


at) ast 


re 


ou 
ie 
3 
ey 
a 
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On ordering the yeasand nays there were— || of other officers, not only of the Navy, but also | 
ayes twenty-six, not one fifth of the last vote. || of the Army, and asking for a corresponding || 

So the yeas and nays were refused, and the || increase. I move that the petition be laid on | 
motion to adjourn was agreed to. || the table, to be referred to the Committee on | 

Accordingly, (at three o'clock and thirty || Naval Affairs when appointed. 
minutes p. m.,) the House adjourned, | The motion was agreed to. 

= _ Mr. SCOTT. I also present a petition of 
citizens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, stating || 
The following petitions, &c., were presented | their objections to the manufacturing and sell- | 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate || ing of stamped envelopes by the Government, | 
committees: /and suggesting a remedy for the wrong done 

By Mr. BURCHARD: Resolutions of the || them by that practice. I move that this peti- | 
l'eachers’ Institute of Ogle county, Llinois, in |) tion lie on the table, to be referred to the Com- 
reference to the disposition of the Chinese || mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads when | 
indemnity fund. appointed, | 

By Mr. CHIPMAN: The petition of officers || The motion was agreed to. 
of the Woman’s Christian Association of the || Mr. TIPTON presented a petition of citi- 
District of Columbia, asking an appropriation || zens of Nebraska, praying the establishment | 
of $10,000, || of a mail route from Ashland to Palmyra, in | 

By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: The petition || that State; which was ordered to lie on the 
of soldiers of 1812, for pension. \| table. 

Also, the petition of Howard J. Webber, of Mr. MORTON presented the petition of 
Portage county, Ohio, for a pension. || EK. A. Powell, of Alabama, praying the re- 

sy Mr. HAMBLETON: The petition of S. || moval of his political disabilities; which was 
B. Mitchell, G. W. Mitchell, and J. W. Mitch- || ordered to lie on the table. 
ell, owners of the schooner Thomas J. Frazier, || Mr. LEWIS presented the memorial of Denis 
praying compensation for the loss of their || Sullivan, praying compensation for cotton 
vessel, sunk while in the Government service. || destroyed by order of Major General Banks 

By Mr. HOAR: The petition of Edward G. || on or about the 27th day of April, 1864; 
Allen, for compensation for books supplied to || which was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
the Library of Congress. || printed. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The remonstrance of | 
Archibald Wilson and & others, stationers and 
publishers of Poughkeepsie, New York, against 
unjust and improper interference inthe manu 
facture and sale of stamped envelopes by the 
Post Office Department. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 





BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
'| No. 335) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act || 
|| to enforce the rights of citizens of the United 
By Mr. McKEE: A petition of citizens of || +2t@® © vote in the several States of this 
Newton county, Mississippi, asking change in || acre ee See Bara —T 
the laws relating to mail contracts. ! sel take aa ae omen. a mT eae } 

By Mr. NEGLEY: The memorial of N. J. | He ie asked, and by unanimous consent | 
|| obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 336) 
| to prevent and punish bribery and corrupt 

practices in the election of electors of Presi- 
| dent and Vice President of the United States, 
| and of members of the House of Represent 
| atives in the Congress of the United States; | 
| which was read twice by its title, and ordered 
| to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous 
| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. || 
‘ima | a 7) * the re es Eee | 
; rs TT. © sates -., || Son; which was read twice by its title, and | 
a rf a ees wer eee pes | ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
Sesienedies” pa; SCs paid | He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
‘Also, a memorial of citizens of North Caro- | obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. $88) 
lina, in regard to deducting from pay of mail || 2 relation to the office of attorney of the United | 

? S B pay “";) || States for the district of Louisiana; which was | 


contractors for failures in mail service caused || . ae . 
; bi ; read twice by its title, « , | 
by high water. ce by its title, and ordered to lie on the | 


ie || table, and be printed. 
Also, the petition of Allen M. Blackburn, ve CARPENTER asked, and by unani- 
of North Carolina, for removal of disabilities. sins cecil { obt . ad. les : . J 
By Mr. WASHBURN: The memorial of |} pi (S. No. 339) for the telictaf Jame Belvors | 
Dy ear - é | bill (S. No. 839) for the relief of James Belger ; || 
William Allen and 20 others, of Northampton, i || 
Massachusetts, and of E. F. Cook and 10 


| which was read twice by its title, and ordered || 
others, trustees of the savings-bank of Am.- || 


to lie on the table, and be printed. 
herst, Massachusetts, praying for the repeal | 





Bigley, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, claiming 
compensation for coal and tow-boat furnished 
the United States. 

By Mr. PACKER: The petition of David 
McDermott, of Adams county, Pennsyl- 
vania, praying for a pension. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of Mrs. 
Sarah Evans, widow of Major D. B. Evans, 
of Marietta, Ohio, the dependent mother of 
lL. G, Evans, late sergeant of company K, 
twenty-first United States infantry, asking for 








| CURRENCY REPORT. 
of the internal tax on savings-banks. | Mr. SHERMAN. Ioffer the following res- |! 
By Mr. WILLARD: Papers in the appli- || olution, and if there be no objection I ask for || 
cation of William Andrews, of Vermont, for || its present consideration : 
reissue of United States bonds. || Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the 
Comptroller of the Currency two thousand copies of | 
his recent report. 
The question of the printing of this book is | 
a little different from that as to ordinary books. 
| The book that lies on our tables is printed under 
the law as it stands; one thousand copies are 
| ordered to be printed for the use of Congress ; 
read and approved. but there are now nearly two thousand banks, 
Hon. Danie. D. Prarr, from the State of and the Comptroller thinks that about one | 
Indiana, and Hon. Marruew H. Carrenrer, || ‘tousand more copies are needed to distribute | 
from the State of Wisconsin, appeared in || those banks having business with bis office, || 
their seats to-day. | and he therefore asks that this enlargement of | 
I EA Re | the number be authorized for this session. 
ee — | The VICE PRESIDENT. This, however, 
Mr. SCOTT. I present a petition of com- || being a proposition to priat an extra number, |, 
manding officers of the Navy, stating that their || must by law be sales to the Committee on | 
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Wepnespay, December 6, 1871. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
man, D. D. 


he Journal of yesterday's proceedings was 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





rates of pay, as established at the last session || Printing. The resolution will therefore lie on | 
of Congress, are out of all proportion to those || the table until that committee is appointed. I 
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PRINTING IN GERMAN, 
Mr. FERRY, of Michigan, submitted the 


| following resolution ; which was ordered to lie 
| on the table until the Committee on Printip 
| shall be appointed : 


‘ 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the 
Senate twenty thousand copies of the President’; 
message and five thousand copies of the report of 


| the Secretary of the Treasury, with accompanyipy 


tables, being the report proper, in the German lap. 
guage. 
CONTUMACIOUS WITNESSES. 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President, I was not ready 
when reports were called for, and now ask 
leave to make two reports from the joint Com. 
mittee on the Condition of the late Insurrec. 
tionary States, each of which is accompanied 


| by aconcurrent resolution, which I am directed 


to offer in the Senate. The first report which 


_Lask leave tomake is one accompanied with 
| a resolution authorizing the President of the 
i + . . . 

| Senate to issue his warrants directed to the 


Sergeant-at-Arms, commanding hii to take 


| into his custody the bodies of Clayton Cam) 


and David Gist, two witnesses who were sub- 
penaed before a sub-committee of the joint 
committee in South Carolina, and failed to 
appear. I ask leave to make that report, 
accompanied by the resolution to which I haye 


| alluded. 


The Chief Clerk read the following report: 

The joint select Committee to Inquire into the 
Condition of the late Insurrectionary States, ap- 
a& concurrent 
resolution of the two Houses of Congress of Apri! 
7, 1871, ask leave to report us follows: 

That at a meeting of said joint select committee, 
convened in the Capitol on the 23d of September, 


| 1871, the chairman submitted the following extract 


from the record of testimony taken in South Caro- 
lina by a sub-committee authorized by said join: 
select committee: 

CoLuMBIA, Soutu CarRouina, July 21, 1871. 

James I. Christie sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman: 

Question, (submitting a paper.) Did youserve that 
subpena on David Gist; and if so, when ? 

Answer. I did, at fifteen minutes past nine o’clock 
on the 18th instant, Tuesday. 

Question. Did youserve it according to the indorse 
ment on the subpena ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I saw him at the depot the next 
morning, just as we were coming away, and inquired 
of him if he was going down. He replied in a very 
defiant manner, “No, 1 am not going.’’ I replied 
that I had performed wy duty, and thatif he did not 


| appear he must suffer the consequences. 


The subpena above mentioned is as follows: 


United States of America—Congress of the United 
States. 
Yo David Gist, greeting: 

Pursuant to lawful authority, you are hereby 
commanded to appear before the sub-committee of 
the joint select Committee to Inquire into the Con- 
dition of the late Insurrectionary States, on Thurs- 
day, the 20th day of July, 1871, at ten o’clock a. m., 


| at their committee-room at Columbia, South Caro- 


lina, then and there to testify what you may know 
relative to the subject-matters under consideration 
by said committee. 

Hereof fail not, as you will answer your defuult 


under the pains and penalties in such cases made 


and provided. 
To John R. French, Sergeant-at-Arms of the Sen- 
ate of the United States, to serve and return. 
Given under my hand, by order of the committee, 
this 18th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1871. 
JOHN SCOTT, 
Chairman of the Select Committee. 
SENATE OF THE UNITED StarTsEs, 
Orrick OF THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 
I do appoint and hereby empower James I. Chris- 
tie to serve this subpena, and to exercise all the 


| authority in relation thereto with which I am vested 


by the within order. JOHN R. FRENCH, 
Nergeant-at-Arms of the Senate of the United States. 
Indorsement. } 
UNIONVILLE, SoutH Carona, Ju/y 18, 1871. 
I served the within subpena personally on the 
within-named David Gist, at the National Hotel, 
Unionville, South Carolina, at nine o’clock and 
fifteen minutes p.m. this 18th day of July,187]. 
JAMES I. CHRISTIE. 
The Cuairman. I will also lay before the commit 
tee the following subpena, served in the name ov! 
Clayton Camp, with the indorsement thereon: 
United States of America—Congress of the United 
States. 
To J. Banks Lyle, Clayton Camp, and P. Q. Camp, 
greeting: 


Pursuant to lawful authority, youare hereby com- 
manded to appear before the sub-committee of the 
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- «sleet Committee to Inquire into the Condition 
joe ~~ Insurrectionary States, on Monday, the 
i7th day of July, 1871, at ten o clock a, m., at their 
-ommittee-room at Unionville, South Carolina, then 
and there to testify what you may know relative 
to the subject-matters under consideration by said 
commof fail not, as you will answer your default 
under the pains and pase in such cases provided. 
To John R. French, Sergeant-at-Arms of the Sen- 
ate of the United States, to serve and return. _ 
“Given under my hand, by order of the committee, 
this 1th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1871. 
JOHN SCOTT, 
Chairman of the Select Committee. 


SENATE OF THE UNITED Statks, 
OFFICE OF THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 
I do appoint and hereby empower E. M. Williams 
to serve this subpena, and to exercise all the author- 
ity in relation thereto with which I am vested by 


the within order. JOHN R. FRENCH, 
Sergeant-at- Arms of the Senate of the United States. 


{Indorsement.]} 


SpaARTANBURG, SoutTH CAROLINA, 
July 14, 1871. 
[served the within subpena personally on Clay- 
ton Camp and P. Q. Camp, on this day, Friday, the 
14th day of July, 1871, and [ went to the residence 
ot J. Banks Lyle, to serve it on him, and was in- 
formed he had left thisday with his family for North 
‘arolina. 5 : 
= E. M. WILLIAMS. 


So answers 


Sworn and subscribed as true before me, this 14th 
day of July, 1871. JOHN SCOTT. 

Whereupon the following resolution was adopted: 

“Whereas David Gist, of Union county, South 
Carolina, and Clayton Camp, of Spartanburg county, 
South Carolina, were respectively duly summoned 
to appear before the sub-committee of the joint 
seleet Committee to Inquire into the Condition of 
the late Insurrectionary States, and have severally 
failed to appear before said sub-committee, pursu- 
ant to said respective summonses: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the chairman of said joint select 
committee be instructed to report the foregoing- 
recited facts to the Senate, at such time during the 
next session of Congress as he may deem advisable, 
and request, in behalf of this committee, that the 
President of the Senate issue his several warrants, 
directed to the Sergeant-at-Arms, for the arrest of 
said witnesses, to answer for their contempt of the 
authority of Congress.’’ 

The subpenas by which said witnesses were com- 
manded to appear and testify before said sub-com- 


together with certificate of service thereof, are hereto 
attached, and marked *‘ Exhibit No. 1.” 

The concurrent resolution of the two Houses of 
Congress, of April 7, 1871, authorizing the appoint- 
ment of a joint select Committee to Inquire into the 
Condition of the late Insurrectionary States, is hereto 
attached, and marked ** Exhibit No. 2.” 

In pursuance of the foregoing resolution of the 
joint select committee, the following is respectfully 
submitted to the Senate: 

Whereas the two Houses of Congress did, by their 
concurrent resolution passed on the 7th day of April, 
1871, authorize and direct the appointment of a joint 
select committee for the performance of certain 
duties in said concurrent resolution specified,the said 
joint select committee to be composed of members of 
the said two Llouses; that is to say, of seven members 
of the Senate and fourteen members of the House of 
Representatives, which said joint select committee 
was duly appointed as by said concurrent resolution 
provided; and whereas, in the discharge and per- 


said joint select committee did appoint. a sub-com- 
mittee of theirown number to take testimony in the 
State of South Carolina, which said sub-committee, 
on the 14th day of July, 1871, by subpena duly issued 
and served, did summon an 
Clayton Camp, of Spartanburg county, South Caro- 
ina, to appear before said sub-committee; and on 
the 18th day of July, 1871, by like subpena duly 
issued and served, did summon and command a cer- 
tain David Gist, of Union county, South Carolina, to 
appear before said sub-committee, each of said wit- 
nesses so summoned to testify before the said sub- 
committee touching the matters and things which 
the joint select committee were authorized and 
required by the concurrent resolution of the two 
Ifouses of Congress to examine and inquire into ; 
und whereas the said Clayton Camp and the said 
David Gist, having been so summoned and com- 


manded, did fail and refuse to appear before the | 


said sub-committee, thereby showing themselves in 
contempt of the Senate of the United States as well 
as of the House of Representatives: Therefore, 
Resolved by the Senate of the United States, (the House 
of Representatives concurring,) That the President of 
the Senate issue his several warrants, directed to the 
Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, commanding him 
to take into his custody the bodies of the said Clay- 
ton Camp and David Gist respectively, wherever to 
be found, and to have the same forthwith before the 


bar of the Senate to answer as for a contempt of the 
authority of the Senate. 


Mr. SCOTT. It is not necessary to read 
the exhibits accompanying the report. Before 


mittee, at the times and places referred to therein, | 





formance of the duties so enjoined upon them, the | 


command a certain | 











I ask leave to make the other report to which 


to make a very brief statement giving the 
reason why I shall ask that the consideration | 
of the resolution I have just reported lie over | 
until to-morrow. 

It will be observed, that although this report 
is made to the Senate, the resolution appended | 
to it is a concurrent resolution. 
aware that any case has heretofore occurred | 


I referred I crave the indulgence of the Senate | 
| 


in which witnesses have been reported as fail- || 


ing to appear before a joint committee of 
Congress. All cases of that character here- 
tofore occurring, so far as I know, have been 
before select committees of one of the two 
Houses of Congress, or before some of the 
standing committees of the respective Houses 
of Congress. The mode of proceeding pre- 
sents a question here, and the committee has | 
directed me to make the report and to present 
the resolution as a concurrent resolution au- 
thorizing the President of the Senate to issue 
his warrant for the apprehension of these 
witnesses, believing that although the con- 
tempt committed is a contempt of the whole 
body of Congress, it is ia the power of the 
two Houses toauthorize one House to proceed 
and deal with the witness for the contempt, as 
of course it would be very inconvenient to 
deal with him by the assemblage of the two 
Houses, and having been dealt with by one, 
the ends of the law would be accomplished, 
and it would be entirely improper, if not 
illegal, to proceed further. 

I will now state that I have also a report 
accompanied with a resolution directing a war- 
rant to issue against another witness who did 
appear before the joint committee, but refused 
to answer a number of questions which the 
committee decided to be pertinent. They have 
instructed me to make this report accompanied 
also with a concurrent resolution. Apart from 
the other questions which may be presented as 
to whether a warrant should issue for all or 
either of these witnesses, this one of the proper 
mode of proceeding is one that | have deemed 
it proper to bring to the attention of the Sen- 
ate, and for that reason, if for no other, after 
this report shall have been received and the 
resolution read, I shallask that the resolutions 
lie over until to-morrow, when I shall call 
them up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The pending res- 
olution reported by the committee will lie over 
until to-morrow, and be printed. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania, from the same joint com- 
mittee, makes another report, which he also 
desires to have lie over. It will be read. 

The Chief Clerk proceeded to read the 
report, as follows: 


The joint select Committee to Inquire into the 
Condition of the late Insurrectionary States, ap- 
pointed under and in pursuance of a concurrent 
resolution of the two Houses of Congress of April 7, 
1871, ask leave to report in part as follows—— 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I will inquire of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania if there is any 
object in reading this report at length? He | 
has stated what it contains. It is a mere 
formal statement of the issuing of process, and 
the return, | suppose, like the other report, 
except that it relates to another witness. Does 
he desire to have it read at length ? 

Mr. SCOTT. It isnot necessary, unless the 
Senate desire to be informed of the nature of | 
the questions which the witness declined to 
answer. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I suggest, then, that the 
Secretary read that portion of the report, leav- 
ing out the issuing of the summons and return, 
and so on. Let him read the questions that 
were propounded and which the witness refused | 





| to answer. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is that satisfac- 
tory to the Senator from Pennsylvania? 

Mr. SCOTT. ‘That is entirely satisfactory | 
to me. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The Secretary | 


I am not |) W.L. Saunders, of Chapel Hi 
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_ The reading of the report was concluded, as 
follows : 


Thatat ameeting of the joint select committee, con- 
vened in the Capitol, on September 21, 1871, it was 

Ordered, That the chairman of the joint commit- 
tee [Mr. Scorr] and Messrs. Poot and Biair be a 
sub-committee to examine the witnesses now [then] 
in attendance. 

In pursuance of said order, the said sub-commit- 
tee met on the 23d day of September, IS71, and one 

fi North Carolina, who 
had been duly subpenaed as a witness to appear 
before the joint select committee of the two Houses 
of Congress, then appeared and submitted to be 
examined as a witness, and was duly sworn by the 
chairman of the joint select committee. In the 
examination of said witness the following questions 
by the chairman and answers by the witness were 
elicited : 

‘Question. The purpose of this committee is to 
inquire in relation to the execution of the laws, and 
the security of life, person, and property in the late 
insurrectionary States. As bearing upon that ques- 
tion we have been examining in regard to the exist- 
ence of secret organizations in the State of North 
Carolina, particularly those which are alleged to 
have committed acts of violence. Have you been 
at any time, or are you now, a member of any seeret 
political organization of that character in the State 
of North Carolina? 

‘Answer. Well, sir, I decline to say whether or 
not I have been a member of any of the so-called 
Ku Klux organizations, on the ground that I am not 
obliged to testify in a case wherein [ may criminate 
|} myself. I do this without intending any disrespect 

to the committee, but just simply upon the consti- 
tutional exemption. 

** Question. Do you decline to answer the question 
on the ground that you cannot do so without crim- 
inating yourself? 

‘Answer. I decline to answer the question on the 
ground that if I testify in this case it will furnish 
evidence which will make me amenable to the laws 
of North Carolina, as declared by the judges of the 
supreme court of North Carolina. 

** Question. Have you been at any time, or are you 
now, a member of an organization known as the 
White Brotherhood? 

** Answer. Well, sir, I conceive that that question 
comes in the same category. 

** Question. Do you decline to answer that question? 

** Answer. I decline to answer that question, be- 
| cause, without meaning to say whether or not Iam 
a member of that particular organization. that 
method of examination would lead to the particular 
organization of which I may be a member. It is 
getting at an affirmative fact by indireetness, which, 
I conceive, is covered by the constitutional pro- 
Vision, 
| ‘Question. Have you been at any time, or are you 

now,a member of the organization known as the 
Constitutional Union Guards? 

** Answer. To that I give the same answer. 

** Question. Have you been at any time, or are you 
now, a member of the organization known as the 
Invisible Empire? 

‘** Answer. | make the same answer as before. 

** Question. Have you been at any time, or are you 
now,a member of any of the organizations which 
| are popularly known as Ku Klux organizations ” 

** Answer. I make the same answer to all these 
questions. 

“Question. Do you decline to answer any or all of 
these questions on the ground that you cannot do so 
without criminating yourself ? 

** Answer. Yes, sir; without leading to that result. 

** Juestion. I will read to you the act of Congress 
of 1862 on that subject, for the purpose of letting you 
know that thatis notavalidexcuse. I will first read 
the second section of the act of 1857, which is as 
follows: 

*** Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no person 
examined and testifying before either House of Con- 
rress, or any committee of either House, shall be 
1eld to answer criminally in any court of justice, or 
subject to any penalty or forfeiture for any fact or 
act touching which he shall be required to testify 
before either House of Congress, or any committee of 
either House, as to which he shall have testified, 
whether before or after the date of this act, and that 

no statement made or paper produced by any witness 
| before either House of Congress, or before any com 
| mitteeof either House, shall be competent testimony 

in any criminal proceeding against such witness in 
any court of justice; and no witness shall hereafter 
be allowed to refuse to testify to any fact or to pro- 
duce any paper touching which he shall be exam- 
ined by either House of Congress, or any committee 
of either House, for the reason that his testimony 
touching such fact or the production of such paper 
may tend to disgrace him or otherwise render him 
infamous: Provided, That nothing in this act shall 
be construed to exempt any witness from prosecu- 
tion and punishment for perjury commision by him 
in testifying as aforesaid.’ 

** That is modified by the act of 1862 in this way: 

*** That the provisions of the second section of the 
act entitled ‘An act more effectually to enfurce the 
attendance of witnesses on the summons of either 
House of Congress, and to compel them to discover 
| testimony,” approved January 24, 1857, be amended, 

altered, and repealed, so as to read as follows: That 
| the testimony of a witness examined and testifying 

before either House of Congress, or any committee 
of either House of Congress, shall not be used as 








will ceed Seat portion af the report suggested evidence in any criminal proceeding against such 


by the Senator from Illinois. 


witness in any court of justice: Provided, however, 
| That no official paper or record produced by such 
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witness on such examination shall be held or taken 
to be included within the privilege of said evidence 
so to protect such witness from any criminal pro- 
ceeding as aforesaid; and no witness shall hereafter 
be allowed to refuse to testify to any fact, or to pro- 
duce any paper touching which he shall be exam- 
ined by either House of Congress, or any committee 
of either House, for the reason that his testimony 
touching such fact, or the production of such paper, 
may tend to disgrace him or otherwise render him 
infamous: (Provided, That nothing in this act shall 
be construed to exempt any witness from proseca 
tion and punishment for perjury conmitted by him 
in testifying as aforesaid. 

‘Now, in view of the law, as it has been read to 
you, and after having putto you the questions which 
you have declined to answer, I will proceed now to 
ask you whether you have ever held, or now hold, 
any official position in any organization in the State 
of North Carolina popularly known as the Ku Klux 
organization? 

* Answer. I decline to answer that question. 

“Question. Do you know who are members of any 
such organization in the county of Orange, Norta 
Carolina? 

**Anewer. 1 decline to answer that question. 

“Question. Do you know who are the commanders, 
chiefs, or heads, by whatever names they may be 
known, of the different organizations of the Ku Klux 
Klan, in the county of Orange, in North Carolina? 

** Anewer. I decline to answer that question, for 
the reason I have assigned. 

** Ouestion, Had you at the time, or have you now, 
any knowledge of the persons who have committed 
the murders and inflicted the whippings that have 
been charged against the Ku Klux Klan in the 
county of Orange, and in the State of North Caro- 
lina? 


edge, [have not. That question is not saved by the 
answers I have heretofore given. : 

* Question. Have you had any communication with 
persons who have stated to you their knowledge of 
such murders or such whippings in the county of 
Orange, in the State of North Carolina, or in any 
other part of the State of North Carolina? 

** Answer. I have had only one such conversation. 

es ——— With whom? 

** Answer, That | decline to state. 

. yu stion. Where did the person live with whom 
you had such conversation ? 

** Anewer. I decline to state that also. 

** Question. What position, if any, did he occupy in 
North Carolina? 

** Anawer. I decline to answer that question. 

** Question, Was he amember of the Legislature of 
North Carolina? 

** Anawer. I decline to say that. 

** Question. Was he a member of the bar? 

** Answer. I decline to say. 

** Guestion. Was he a leading man in the State? 

** Anewer. I decline to say. 

** Oueation. Do you decline to give any information 
which may lead to the identification of that person? 

** Answer. Yes, sir; that is the sum and substance 
of it. 

** Question. What was the offense which he com- 
municated to you as having been committed by the 
Ku Klux Klan? Was it murder? 

** Answer. IL decline to answer. 

** QGuestion. Was it whipping? 

** Anawer. I decline to state. 

“ Question. Did hestate to you that he was a mem- 
ber of any of the so-called Ku Klux organizations ? 

** Anaiwer. I decline to state. 

** Question. Do you know Henry Ivy, or Ivry, of 
Orange county, North Carolina? 

** Answer. I decline to state whether I do or not. 


** Question. Do youknow Abraham, or Abe Hedge- | 


peth, of Orange county, North Carolina? 

** Anewer. | have no hesitation in saying whether 
I knew Ivy or not; I knew no such man. 

** Question. Do you know any man of the name of 
Henry Ivry? 

te Answer. No, sir; I know of noname similar to 
that. 

** Question. Do you know Abraham or Abe Hedge- 
peth ? 

** Answer. Yes, sir; I know him. 

* Question. Do you know whether he is or is not, or 
has he at any time told you whether he is oris not 
a member of any Ku Klux organization? 

** Answer. I decline to answer. 

* Question. Do you know James Copeland, of 
Orange county ? 

** Answer. No, sir; I do not. 

** Question. Do you know whether he is or is not a 
member of the Ku Klux Klan, or one of the leaders 
of the Klan in that county? 


** Answer. I decline to answer. 
** Question. Have you ever heard of Henry Ivy, or |) 


Henry Ivry? 
** Answer. No, sir; I know of noman of any such | 
name. | 
** Question. Have you ever heard of James Cope- 
land ? | 
* Anawer. No, sir. 
“ Question Yet you decline to answer whether he | 
is or is not a member of the Klan? 
“ Answer. Yes, sir; because to do so would lead 
to an affirmative by a series of negatives. 

** Question, Do you know William Andrews, of 
Orange county, North Carolina ? 

* Anewer. No, sir; I do not think Ido. I know 
some people of the name of Andrews, but I do not | 
romember any one of them named William. 

“ Question, Do you know whether William An- 
drews is a member or a chief of any Ku Klux 
organization in that county? 


*Anewer. No, sir: not of my own personal knowl- 
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** Answer. I decline to answer. 
** Question. Do you know Jesse Morrow? 
‘ Anawer. No, sir; but I have heard that name. 

** Question. Do you know of such a man living in 
Orange county ? 

‘‘Answer. I think there was a man there of that 
name. 

** Question. Do you know whether he is or is not a 
member of a Ku Klux organization, or whether he 
is or is notachief in command of one of the divis- 
ions or klans in that county ? 

** Answer. | decline to answer. 

‘Question. Do you know Nat. Williams, of Orange 
county ? 

‘Answer. I think I do. 

“Question. What is his occupation ? 

**Anawer. If he is the man Iam thinking of he is a 
wheelwright. 

- pussiien. Where does he live ? 
“Answer. Lam not sure whether he lives in Orange 
county or in Chatham county. 

** Question. Do you know whether he is or is not a 
member of the Ku Klux organization, and achief of 
one of its divisions or klans ? 

**Answer. I decline to answer. 


** Question. I believe you said you knew Abraham | 


Hedgepeth ? 

“Answer. Yes, sir. 

“Question. What is his occupation ? 

*‘Answer. Well, sir, I don’t believe he has any. 

xs pueetiom, Is he a wealthy man ? 

‘Anewer, No, sir. He has been at farm-work, I 
think. Isee him when I go to Hillsboro’, but he 
never seems to be doing anything. 

an eeeen, Does he livein the town of Hillsboro’? 

“Answer. Yes, sir. 

f oenten, Lives without work? 

‘Answer. Ido not know how much work he does. 
I do not often go to Hillsboro’, but my impression is 


| that he does not do a great deal of work. 


pene, You say that he has no occupation? 
** Answer. Not that [ know of. 

es een Do you know Fletcher Freeland ? 

** Answer. Yes, sir. 

. a stion. Where does he reside? 

**Anawer. At Durham, a station on the North Car- 


| Olina railroad. 


‘* Question. What is his occupation? 
“4 newer. He is a merchant. 8 
** Question. Is he or not amember of the Ku Klux 


|| organization, and a leader of one of the klans in 
| Orange county? 


‘Answer. I decline to answer. 
penton. Do you know Samuel Johnson? 
“Answer. Ido not know any such man. Though 


my residence is in Orange county, [ have not been || 
I have been there prob- || 


in the county a great deal. 


ably less than I have been at other points. I have 


gone there to reside only since the war. 
| Ty ° 


ponemen Do you know William Minor? 
“Answer. | have heard that name; I do not know 
the man. 


“* @uestion. Have you heard of him asa member 


| of the Ku Klux organization? 


**Answer. I decline to say. 

** Question. Do you know John Durham ? 

** Answer. I know some Durhams, but I do not 
know their Christian names. 

** Question. Where do they live ? 

** Answer. I think some of them live at White 
Cross, about eight miles west of Chape! Hill. 

** Juestion. Do you know whether any persons of 


the name of Durham are members of the Ku Klux | 


organization ? 

** Answer. I decline to answer. 

** Juestion. Have you met any of them in the coun- 
cils or camps of the Ku Klux organization ? 

‘** Answer. I decline to answer. 
os yoanen, Do you know William Workman? 
** Answer. | knew one man in my life of the name 
of Workman; what his Christian name was I do not 
know. I have not heard of him for years. 

** Question. Did he live in Orange county. 

** Answer. He did; Ido not know whether he is 


| now living or not. 


** Question. Do you know any Robinson? 

** Answer. I knew one man of the name of Robin- 
son, 

** Question. Where does he reside? 


‘** Answer. The one I refer to lives on New Hope | 
| creek, where the creek crosses the road from Hills- | 


boro’ to Chapel Hill. 

** Question. I have asked you whether you knew 
Abraham Hedgepeth, and you say you do? 

* Answer. Yes, sir. 

** Question. Have you, as the chief of the organ- 
ization of White Brotherhood forthe State of North 
Carolina, ever issued to Abraham Hedgepeth, or 
given to him, any orders as a subordinate com- 
mander in that organization ? 

_* Answer. I decline to answer any of those ques- 
tions. 


** Question. Are you, or are you not, the com- | 


mander-in-chief of the organization of the White 
Brotherhood in the State of North Carolina ? 

“* Anawer. IL decline to answer ail of those ques- 
tions, for the reason I have hitherto assigned. 


** Question. Do you know whether F. N. Strudwick | 


is a member of the organization in the State of North 
Carolina? 

‘Answer. I decline to answer that question. 

5 Games, Were you the clerk of the senate of 
the North Carolina Legislature during its last ses- 
sion? 

**Anewer. Yes, sir. 

** Question. How many members of that senate do 
you know to have been members of either branch of 
the Ku Klux organization? r 

“Answer. I decline to answer that question. 
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** Question, Wereyouinformed by F.N. Strudwick 
or by any other member of the North Carolina Legis’ 
lature, or by any member of the Ku Klux organiza. 


| tion, that he, F. N. Strudwick, was instructed ty 


present resolutions of impeachmentin pursuance of 
any agreement among the members of the Ku Kiuy 
organization ? 

** Answer. No, sir. 

** Question. Have you ever had any conversation 
with any one on that subject ? 

**Anawer. No. sir. 

** Question. Was the subject ever discussed in any 
meeting of the Ku Klux organization at which yoy 
were present ? ' 

“Answer. I will say this, that so faras I remembe; 
I cannot now recollect that I ever heard the sugges. 
tion before. 

** Guestion. I will repeat the question, and I desire 
an answer toit. Was the subject ever discussed jy, 
any meeting of the Ku Klux organization at which 
you were present ? 

* Answer. Well, sir, that forces me to decline to 
answer the question, for the same reason that I haye 
hitherto deciined to answer such questions. Put jt 
in another shape, and I will have no hesitation jn 
answering the question, but in that shape I decline 
to answer it. 

“Question. Have you, as commander-in-chief of 
either the Constitutional Union Guards, the White 
Brotherhood, or the Invisible Empire, issued orders, 
or given verbal directions, to William Andrews, as 
a subordinate commander in the Ku Klux organ- 
ization? 

** Answer, I decline to answer that question. 

ie Geomeon, Do you know John McCauley ? 

**Anewer. There is a family of McCauleys in the 
county; and it strikes me I have known a man 
named John McCauley, but I am not sure. 

“Question. Do you know him as a member of 
either of the branches of the Ku Klux organization? 

‘“ Answer. I decline to answer the question. 

oe qu stion. Do you know A. P. Cates? 

** Answer. | know some persons of the name of 


| Cates; but I cannot recollect any of that name. 


* Question. Did or do you know him, or any mem- 
ber of that family, as a member of the Ku Klux 
organization ? 

= Answer. I decline to answer. : 

:. Question. Do you know J. Cooley? 

., Answer. I think I do. f 

* Question. Where does he reside ? 

* Answer. At Hillsboro’. I know a young man of 
the name of Vooley, and I think his name is James; 
[am not certain. If he is the one referred to, he is 
a telegraph operator at the depot. 

** Question. Is he a member of the Ku Klux or- 
ganization ? 

** Answer. I decline to answer. 

“ Question. Is there any other man by the name of 
Cooley than this one ? 

** Answer. Not that [ know of. The only man of 


| the name of Cooley that I know is the telegraph 


operator at Hillsboro’. 

** Question, Do you know J. Carmichael? 

** Answer. L know a man of the name of —. I do 
not know what his name is. He is an old man 


| residing in Hillsboro’; a tailor. 


* Question. Is he 
organization ? 

** Answer. I decline to answer. 

** Question. Do you know Dr. Holt? 

** Answer. I know Dr. E. M. Holt. 

** Question, Where does he reside ? 

“* Answer. In the northeastern part of the county. 

** Yuestion. Have’ you met him as a member of the 
Ku Klux organization, or of either of its branches? 

** Answer. I decline to say. 

** Question. Do you know whether he is a member 
of such an organization ? 

** Answer. I decline to say. 

** Question. When did you first learn of the institu- 
tion, in the State of North Carolina, of any branch 
of the Ku Klux organization? 

** Answer. I decline to say. 

“Question. Lave you any knowledge of when it 


a member of the Ku Klux 


was first instituted in that State, or by whom it was 
|| then instituted ? 


* Answer. I decline to say. 

** Question. Have you been in communication with 
the commanders of the Ku Klux organizations in 
other counties than Orange county ? 

‘* Answer. I decline to answer. : 

** Question, Are there, in various counties of the 
State of North Carolina organizations popularly 
known as Ku Klux organizations ? 

** Answer. I decline to say. 

** Question. Is there a State organization control- 
ling the subordinate organizations in the various 
counties ? 

** Answer. I decline to answer that question. 

‘Question. Have you any knowledge of who are 
or who have been the officers ofthe supreme or grand 
council, or the governing power, whatever it may be 
called, of that organization in the State of North 


|, Carolina? 


**Anawer, I decline to answer. 

_** Question, Is the purpose of that organization in 
North Carolina a political one? 

‘Answer. I decline to answer. 

‘Question. Are you a member of any organization 
which has for its object the overthrow of the recon- 
struction measures of Congress or the nullification 
of the fourteenth and fifteenth articles of amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States ? 

_ “Answer, I decline to answer any question touch- 
ing those things. 


*“Question, Have you any knowledge of the extent 


of any organization of that character in the State of 
Carolina? 
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* Answer. Ldecline to say whether I have or not. 

“Question. Is it not within your knowledge that 
the murder of prominent Republican politicians in 
the county of Orange has been decreed in the sub- 
ordinate councils of the Ku Klux organization, and 
that those decrees have been carried into effect? 

Answer. I decline state wee I have any 
-nowledge or notin reference to that. 
Laon: [s it not within your knowledge that 
the whipping of prominent Republican politicians 
in the county of Orange has been decreed in the 
subordinate organizations of the Ka Klux Klan, and 
that those decrees have been carried into effect for 
the purpose of intimidating, them and preventing 
them from exercising fully their political rights? 


| of the order of the Senate in the matter aforesaid, | There may be other incidental questions aris- 


“Answer. 1 decline to answer any question touch- 


ing that matter. 
“Question. : y 
ganization in the State of North Carolina which has 


Have you any knowledge of any or- | 


interfered with the rights of person or of property of | 


citizens, in pursuance of the purposes and decrees 
of that organization ? 
‘Answer. I decline to answer. 


‘Question. Has the existence of such organiza- | 


tions been communicated to you by persons who are 
or have been members of such organizations ? 

** Answer. I decline to answer. 

**(juestion. Have youa knowledge of who are the 
leading members of what is popularly called the 


Ku Klux organization in the State of North Caro- | 


lina? If you have, give us their names. 


** Answer. I decline to say whether I have any | 


such knowledge or not. 

* Question. Do I understand you to say that you 
decline to answer any andall questions that may be 
put to you touching the existence, extent, purposes, 


or members of what is popularly known as the Ku | 


Klux organization, or of any of its branches? 

‘“ Anewer. Yes, sir; that is my purpose. I decline 
to furnish any information whereby I can be affected 
criminally under the laws of North Carolina, as 
declared by the judges of our supreme court.” 

The testimony of said witness, by question and 
answer in full, is hereto attached, and marked 
** Exhibit No. 1.” 

The subpena by which said witness was com- 
manded to appear and testify before saidjoint com- 
mittee, at the time and place referred to therein, 
together with certificate of service thereof, is hereto 
attached, and marked ** Exhibit No. 2.” 

The concurrent resolution of the two Houses of 
Congress of April 7, 1871, authorizing the appoint- 
ment of a joint select committee to inquire into the 
condition of the lateinsurrectionary States, is hereto 
attached, and marked ** Exhibit No. 3.” 

It is the opinion of said joint select committee 
that the questions put to said witness were proper 
questions, necessary to make the investigation 
ordered by said concurrent resolution of the two 
Houses of Congress, and that said witness, by his 
refusal to answer many of the questions put to him 
by the chairman of said joint committee, is in con- 
tempt of the Senate, as well as of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and merits to be dealt with for his 
misconduet; and that the dignity of the Senate, as 
well as of the House of Representatives, requizes 
that the pretense upon which the witness based his 
refusal to answer should not be recognized as valid. 

The joint select committee therefore recommend 
to the Senate the adoption of the following resolu- 
tion. namely: 

Whereas the two Houses of Congress did, by their 
concurrent resolution, passed on the 7th day of 
April, 1871, authorize and direct the appointment 
of a joint select committee for the performance of 
certain duties, in said concurrent resolution speci- 


| gated the matter, anc 


Arms of the Senate until he answer for his contempt 


and abide such further order as may be made in the 
premises. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. What has been read 
shows that the witness declined to answer 
proper questions, and it will be for the Senate 
to determine what action shall be taken. Be- 
fore the subject passes from the consideration 
of the Senate, as the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania has suggested the propr.ety of concur 
rent action of both Houses, I will say a word. 
I can only give a mere impression without 
investigation, and I presume he has investi- 

is prepared to answer 
more deliberately than I would be; but I think 
that this would be a clear contempt of either 
House, and that it would not be necessary to 
have a concurrent resolution in order to bring 


| this witness to the bar of the Senate. I merely 


make this suggestion as occurring to me, with- 
out having reflected upon the matter. Doubt- 
less the Senator from Pennsylvania has given 
it more consideration, and will be prepared 
to state at the proper time the reason why he 
thinks it proper that we should have joint 
action of both Houses in ordering the warrant 
to issue. I merely throw out this for his con- 
sideration. 
however. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I agree with my friend 
from Llinois that the law probably would war- 
rant us in undertaking to punish a contuma- 
cious witness (if it is proper to punish a con- 
tumacious witness at all, which is, perhaps, 
doubtful) by an act of our own. There have 
been instances in this body in which disobedi- 
ence {o the requirements of a joint committee 
has been acted upon by this body alone. | 
remember one instance occurring in the com- 
mittee on retrenchment, when that existed— 
I was then a member of that committee—where 
a witness in the city of New York refused to 
answer questions which the committee, under 
the resolution creating it, was authorized to 
ask him, and a warrant was thereupon issued 
from this body alone, treating it as a contempt 
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I would call up the resolutions to-morrow. 


ing in regard to the powers of joint commit- 
tees, as well as of sub-committees, both to sum- 
mon and toswear witnesses. Iam not sure that 


_ they will arise in this discussion, but they are 


questions which have presented themselves 
Ratied the investigations of this joint commit- 
tee, and which it may be necessary to consider 
at this point. If not, it certainly will be at a 
subsequent point, for I shall introduce a bill 


| on that subject. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The report will 


be printed, and laid over until to-morrow or 


| some future time. 


Doubtless he has thought of it, | 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 


Mr. ROBERTSON. 
House bill No. 380. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from South Carolina moves to proceed to the 
consideration of a bill in regard to political 
disabilities which was referred to the Commit- 


I move to take up 


|| tee on Disabilities at the last session of Con 


gress. The last clause of the fifty-second rule, 
to be found on page 149 of the new edition of 
the Digest, provides that— 

“All subjects referred to committees, and not 
reported upon at the close of a session of Congress, 
shall be returned to the office of the Secretary of tho 
Senate, and be by him retained until the next suc- 
ceeding session of that Congress, when they shall be 
returned to the several committees to which they 
had been previously referred.’’ 

It has been invariably the usage of the See- 
retary of the Senate to retain such papers 
during the recess, and at the succeeding ses 
sion until the committees are appointed. The 
twenty-first joint rule of the two 
provides : 

“After six days from the commencement of a sec- 
ond orsubsequent session of Congress, all bills, reso- 
lutions, or reports which originated in cither House, 


Hlouses 


| and at the close of the next preceding session re 


of this body, and the witness was brought up | 


and answered the questions. But no point 
was made upon it, and, therefore, of course, 
itis not binding or an authoritative prece- 
dent, although, from the little investigation | 
then made of the subject, [ had no doubt my 
self, that inasmuch as the contempt of either 
House is an offense against the dignity of the 


| body created, as the Constitution does create 


fied, the said joint select committee to be composed 


of members of the said two Houses; that is to say, 
ofseven members of the Senate and fourteen mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives, which said 
joint select committee was duly appointed as by said 
concurrent resolution provided; and whereas, in the 
discharge and performance of the duties so enjoined 
upon them, the said joint select committee, on the 
sist day of August, 1871, by subpena duly issued 
and served, did summon and command a certain W. 
L, Saunders, of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, to ap- 
pear before said joint select committee and testify 
touching the matters and things which the said joint 
select committee were authorized and required by 
the concurrent resolution of the two Houses of Con- 
gress to examine and inquire into; and whereas said 
W.L. Saunders did, on the 23d day of September, 
1871, appear before a sub-committee duly authorized 
by said joint select committee of the two Houses of 
Congress to take the testimony of witnesses then 
present and awaiting examination, and having so 
appeared and submitted tc be examined as a wit- 
ness, did refuse to answer proper inquiries put to 
him in the course of the investigation by said sub- 
committee, thereby showing himself in contempt of 
the Senate of the United States, as well as the llouse 
of Representatives: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate of the United States, (the 
House of Representatives concurring,) That W. L. 
Saunders, of Chapel Hill, and State of North Caro- 
lina, a witness heretofore duly summoned before a 
joint select committee of the two Houses of Con- 
gress, having been lawfully required to testify before 
a sub-committee, duly authorized by said joint 
select committee to take his testimony, and having, 
in the course of the investigation, refused to answer 
proper inquiries put to him by the chairman of said 
Joint committee, be forthwith arrested by the Ser- 

eant-at-Arms of the Senate, and brought before the 
Senate, at its bar, by the order of the Senate duly 
issued by the Vice President, under his hand and 
the seal of the Senate; and that said Saunders be 
detained, by virtue thereof, by the Sergeant-at- 


it, separate and independent, there could be 
no difliculty—and probably it would be much 
the most philosophical treatment to take of 
it—in treating a contempt of this character 
as a several contempt of each of the Houses. 
But I do not know that there is any objection 
to concurrent action, after all. 

Mr. SCOTT. That may be the conclusion 


| at which the Senate may eventually arrive 


bring the witness before the Senate. 


after discussing this question; but the ques- 
tion has been made in the committee. The 
case to which the Senator from Vermont refers 
not having been cited in the committee, and 
perhaps not being within the knowledge of 
any member of the committee, it was deemed 
advisable, to obviate all question, that this 
resolution should be made concurrent, vesting 
the power in the President of the Senate to 
The 
view which the Senator from Vermont pre- 
sents is undoubtedly theoretically correct, 
that it is a contempt of either House. Itisa 
contempt of the House of Representatives as 
well as a contempt of the Senate for a witness 
to refuse to testify before a joint committee. 
But if that be technically correct, then may 
the Senate and may the House of Kepresent- 
atives each proceed and each inflict its own 
penalty upon the recusant or contumacious 
witness? 

We deemed it advisable. because this ques- 


mained undetermined in either House, shall be 
resumed and acted on in the same manner as if an 
adjournment had not taken place.’’ 

‘*After six days’’—about the time when the 
committees are appointed in the Senate. 

The Senator from South Carolina moves to 
proceed to the consideration of this bill, which 
isin the condition indicated by these two rules. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. IL inquire whether it 
would not be competent at any time, if the 
committees were formed, to rescind a reso 


| lution referring a bill and bring it before the 


| the Senate. 


Senate; or, in other words, | believe the par 
liamentary form of that motion is to disch»rge 
a committee from the consideration of a. :b- 
ject. ‘That would bring a bill before the Sen 
ate. I suppose it would be competent for the 
Senator from South Carolina, if the Chair 
thinks such a motion necessary, to move to 
discharge the committee from the consider 
ation of this bill, and in that way bring it 
before the Senate. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It is in rather 
an anomalous condition by the effect of these 
two rules during the first six days of a second 
or later session of a Congress. The construc: 
tion of these rules has been debated hereto- 
fore, and no definite conclusion arrived at by 
It passed away twice from the 


| consideration of the Senate, without final de- 


| tion was made, to present it in this form to the || 


i} 
it 
a 


Senate, and I gave notice for that reason that 


cision, as the Chair thinks. There may have 
been a final decision, which is not now in the 
recollection of the Chair; but during the first 
six days of a session the matter seems to have 
remained in abeyance, except by unanimous 
consent. ‘The bill is not before the committee 
to which it was referred at the last session, 
because the committee is not now in existence, 
but is in the office of the Secretary of the 
Senate, to be retained by him, the rule says, 
‘‘until the next succeeding session of that 
Congress, when it shall be returned to the 
committee to which it had been previously 
referred.’’ That is the rule. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Would it not be within 
the power of the Senate to bring the matter 
before the Senate at any time by a vote of the 
Senate ? 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. If the rule were 


suspended. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Does the fact of the 
bill being in the custody of the Clerk withdraw 
it any more from the Senate than would its 
being in the custody of a committee? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It appears so, 
because the text is specific. It Says, ** shall 
be returned to the office of the Secretary of 
the Senate, and be by him retained until the 
next succeeding session of that Congress, 
when it shall be returned to the committee to 
which it had been previously referred.’’ That 
seems to be imperative, but a majority can sus 
vend this rule. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I would put this inquiry to 
the Chair, whether a motion to suspend all rules 
and proceed to the consideration of that bill 
would not bring it directly before the Senate? 

Mr. CONKLING. But the rules require one 
day’s notice to be given of that motion, 1] think. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The usual mo- 


tion, to which the Senator from Maine now | 


refers, is a motion to suspend all prior orders 
and proceed to the consideration of a bill. 
Mr. HAMLIN. If there be any technical 


objection, I would say ‘‘to suspend all prior | 


orders and all rules, and proceed.’’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That requires 
one day’s notice. Rule 53 reads: 

‘‘No motion to suspend, modify, or amend the 
the rules, or any thereof, shall be in order, except 
on one day’s notice in writing, specifying the rule 
to be suspended, modified, or amended, and the pur- 
pose thereof.” 

Undoubtedly on one day's notice any of 
these rules may be suspended, except the one 
in regard to voting after the result is announced. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I venture to make this 
suggestion, which may relieve us all, that by 
unanimous consent the motion of the Senator 
from South Carolina be entertained. I hope 
there will be no objection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, the Chair will entertain the motion 
of the Senator from South Carolina. Is there 
objection? The Chair hears none. The motion 
is now before the Senate, and the Secretary will 
report the title of the bill alluded to by the 
Senator from South Carolina. 


The Chief Clerk read the bill (H. R. No. | 


380) for the removal of legal and political dis- 
abilities imposed by the third section of the 
fourteenth article of amendments to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion of 
the Senator from South Carolina is to proceed 
to the consideration of this bill, and by the 
eleventh rule the Chair would remind the Sen- 
ate, as he did yesterday, that debate on the 
merits of the question proposed to be consid- 
ered is notin order on this preliminary mo- 
tion. Is the Senate ready for the question ? 

Mr. BOREMAN. Mr. President, can the 
Senate suspend one of the joint rules of the 
two Houses? As I read the twenty-first joint 
rule of the two Houses, we cannot proceed to 
the consideration of any bill or other business 
coming over from a preceding session until 
after six days have elapsed trom the com- 
mencement of the session. That, it seems to 
me, ‘amounts to an affirmative, and prohibits 
either House proceeding to the consideration 
of a bill or a resolution of the preceding ses- 
sion until the six days have elapsed. This 
rule, I apprehend, can be suspended by the 
action of both Houses, and in no other way, 
because it is a joint rule. I submit to the 
Chair whether the Senate alone can suspend 
this joint rule. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will | 
answer the Senator from West Virginia. There 
have been four occasions in this body when 
questions have been raised on the twenty-first 
joint rule, and, as there is no business pressing 
before the Senate at this time, the Chair will 


The first decision was made in the second | 
session of the Thirty-Fourth Congress, when a | 
resolution was submitted and agreed to pro- 





|; moments since. 


posing to suspend the twenty-first joint rule so 
as to allow action upon a certain House bill, 
which was the Army appropriation bill, before 


| the expiration of six days from the commence- 
| ment of the session. 


This resolution was sent 


to the House of Representatives and agreed | 


to there, and then the bill was taken up. 

The second decision was at the second ses- 
sion of the Thirty-Fifth Congress, when Mr. 
Gwin moved to take up a Senate bill, the 
Pacific railroad bill, on the second day of the 
session. A question of order was raised by 
Mr. Pearce, that, under the twenty-first joint 
rule, the motion was not in order. The point 
of order was sustained by the Vice President, 
Mr. Breckinridge. 

At the second session of the Thirty-Ninth 


| Congress, when Mr. Foster, the President pro 
| tempore, was in the chair, Mr. SuMNeR moved 


to take up a Senate bill relative to the elective 
franchise in the District of Columbia. The 
question of order was raised by Mr. McDougall 
that the motion was not in order under the 


twenty-first joint rule, and the point of order | 


was sustained. 


At the third session of the Forty-First Con- | 


gress the question again arose, and that was 
the occasion which was within the recollection 
of the Chair, and to which he alluded a few 


At the third session of the | 


Forty-First Congress, on the 5thof December, | 


1870, Mr. SuerMan moved to take up a bill 


ceding certain jurisdiction to the State of Ohio. | 


The Vice President called the attention of the || 


Senate to previous rulings on similar motions 
made within the first six days of a second or 


| subsequent session of the same Congress. 


| Debate 


ensued. The Vice President sub- 


| mitted the question to the Senate, and the 


Senate adjourned. The next day the question 
was again debated, but no vote was reached 
on the question of order. The subject then 
dropped. It would seem, however, that the 
former rulings were acquiesced in. ‘‘ This 
debate,”’ the officer in charge of the digest of 
decisions states, ‘‘shows a distinction in the 
operation of the rule between Senate bills and 
bills of the House, and it was held not to apply 


| to Senate bills brought in before the six days | 


| three express decisions to that effect, and in | 


| those decisions were acquiesced in. 


expired,’’ 
According to these rulings, this House bill 
cannot be now taken up, even with the unani- 


mous consent of the Senate, except by con- || 


current action of the two Houses. ‘There are 
the fourth case where the question was raised 
It would 
appear, therefore, that the construction of the 


twenty-first joint rule by the Senate has been | 


that it requires the concurrent action of both 
Houses to suspend it. 
sees that the language of the rule might be 
construed differently ; but the decision of the 


Senate seems to have been uniform on the | 


subject, and unless some Senator desires to 
have the question again submitted te the Sen- 
ate, the Chair must sustain the rulings of his 


predecessors, acquiesced in by the body in 


previous years. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I think myself it would 


| not be advisable to attempt to change the 


| rulings of the Senate. 
| been uniform. 





They seem to have 
Although I should be very 


‘The Senate, of course, | 


glad to see this bill acted upon at the earliest | 


| moment—and I trust there is that feeling in | 
the Senate which will lead to its passage at a | 


very early day—I do not well see how it can | 


be got up to-day. It will have, under the 
rulings alluded to by the Chair, to lie over. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think it can be taken 
up hy unanimous consent. 

Mr. POMEROY. I object. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I withdraw my motion 
under the circumstances, and give notice that 


9 in fall tl whe tors: | on Monday next I will call up the bill and seek 
read in full the various decisions. 


to secure action upon it. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
Several messages in writing were received 
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| duct toward his superiors. 





December 6, 





a 





from the President of the United States by 


Mr. Porter, his Secretary. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. If the communications 
upon the table of the Chair are of an execy. 
tive character, I make the motion that we pro. 
ceed to the consideration of executive business, 


| If they are for open session, I ask that they he 


laid before the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Some are of an 
executive and some of a legislative character, 
The latter the Chair will now lay before the 
Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a message of the President of. the 
United States, transmitting a report from the 
Secretary of State, in compliance with the re. 
quirements of the eighteenth section of the act 
entitled ‘‘An act to regulate the diplomatic 
and consular systems of the United States,” 
approved August 18, 1856, relative to the fees 
of consular officers ; which was ordered to be 
printed, and lie on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before 
the Senate the following message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, which was ordered 
to be printed, and lie on the table: 

To the Senate 
and House of Representatives : 

In pursuance of the provisions, second section of 

the act approved June 20, 1864, entitled “*An act 


making appropriations for the consular and diplo- 
matic expenses ofthe Government for the year end- 


| ing the 30th of June, 1865, and for other purposes,” 


Linform Congress that William Heine, a consular 
clerk, was, on the 50th of August last, removed from 
office for the following cause, namely, insubordina- 
tion, disobedience of orders, and disrespectful con- 


U. S. GRANT. 

WASHINGTON, December 5, 1871. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before 
the Senate the following message from the 
President of the United States; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed: 

To the Senate 

and House of Representatives : 

J transmit herewith to Congress a report dated 
November 8, 1871, received from the Secretary of 
State,in compliance with the requirement of the act 
of March 3, 1871, making appropriations, among 
other things, for the increase of expenses and com- 
pensation of certain diplomatic and consular officers 
of the United States, on account of the late war 
between France and Prussia. The expenditures 
therein mentioned have been madeon my approval. 

: U.S. GRANT. 

WASHINGTON, December 4, 1871. 


RETIREMENT OF RUSSIAN MINISTER. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before 
the Senate a letter from the President of the 
United States, communicating, in compliance 
with a resolution of the Senate of the 5th 
instant, a report from the Secretary of State, 
with accompanying papers, relative to the 
retirement of Mr. Constantin Catacazy, the 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoten- 
tiary of his Majesty the emperor of Russia to 
the United States; which was ordered to lie 
on the table, and a motion to print it was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business. After twenty-three minutes spent 
in executive session, the doors were reopened, 
and (at one o’clock and twenty-eight minutes 
p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 6, 1871. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier, D. D. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved, 
LAKE MICHIGAN SHIP-CANAL, 
Mr. SNAPP, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Railways and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
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connecting the waters of the Mississippi river 
ef rt of Lake Michigan by a ship-canal for 
military, naval, and commercial purposes, and that 
said committee have leave toreport by bill or other- 
wise. 
CUBAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. BANKS, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to trans- 
mit to this House, if not inconsistent with public 
interests, copies of the instructions to the naval 
commanders of the United States in Cuban waters 
for the protection of the lives and property of Amer- 
jean citizens, and to maintain the dignity of the 
\merican flag; and also such other information as 
may be in possession of the Government, not hitherto 


communicated to this House, relating to the recent | 
execution of medical students for alleged insult to | 
the memory of a deceased Spaniard; and also with | 


relation to the failure of the Spanish Government 


io earry out in its West Indian colonies the reforms 


voluntarily promised by statesmen of Spain. 


Mr. RANDALL. I call for the regular 
order of business. 

Mr. CONGER, 
allow me to change the reference of a bill. 

Mr. McHENRY. [I trust the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania will allow me to introduce 
a resolution. 

Mr. RANDALL. Very well; I withdraw 
my demand altogether. 

“Mr. McHENRY obtained the floor. 


PRESERVATION OF PUBLIC ARCHIVES. 
Mr. BANKS. 


lution asking the Secretary of State, in view 


of an event which occurred last evening, if any || 


further action of Congress is necessary for 
the immediate temporary preservation of the 


archives and public records of the Govern- | 


ment in the State Department. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize 
the gentleman from Massachusetts for that 


purpose when the pending business is dis- | 


posed of. 
GENERAL DON CARLOS BUELL. 


Mr. McHENRY, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution; which was 
read, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and is 
hereby, directed to furnish this House with a copy 
of the proceedings of the military commission insti- 
tuted by the War Department in the year 1862, to 
inquire into the military operations and conduct of 
Major General Don Carlos Buell, including all let- 
ters, dispatehes, opinions, and orders on file in that 
Department relative thereto. 


LIFE-PRESERVING STATIONS. 

Mr. BUFFINTON, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 461) authoriz- 
ing the construction of life-preserving stations 
on the coast of Cape Cod; which was read a 


first and second time, referrred to the Com- | 


mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
printed. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
On motion of Mr. CONGER, by unanimous 
consent, the Committee on Appropriations 
were discharged from the further consideration 


of the bill (H. R. No. 2) making an appro- | 


priation for a Government building, to be used 
for a custom-house, post office, and bonded 
warehouse, at Port Huron, in the State of 


Michigan; and the same was referred to the | 


Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
CIVIL SERVICE. 


Mr. WILLARD, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 462) toregulate the 
manner of making appointments in the civil 


service of the United States; which was read | 


a first and second time, referred to the select 


Committee on the Reorganization of the Civil | 


Service of the Government, and ordered to be 
printed. 


TAXES ON DISTILLED SPIRITS AND TOBACCO. 


Mr. ARTHUR, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 463) to amend 
sections sixty-one and sixty-three of an act 
entitled ‘‘An act imposing taxes on distilled 


I hope the gentleman will | 


I hope the gentlemen on the | 
opposite side will allow me to present a reso- | 
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i} 
|| spirits and tobacco, and for other purposes,’’ 
approved July 20, 1868; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


} HERMAN RASTER, 


Mr. FARWELL, by unanimous consent, 
| introduced a bill (H. R. No. 464) for the re- 
lief of Hermann Raster, collector of the first 


of Ways and Means. 
SUFFERERS BY THE CHICAGO FIRE. 


Mr. FARWELL also, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 465) for 
the relief of certain sufferers by the Chicago 
fire; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL FRANK LYNCH. 


| duced a bill (H. K. No. 468) for the relief of 
| Lieutenant Colonel Frank Lynch; which was 
| read a first and second time, referred to the 


|| Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered | 


| to be printed. 


1] PENSIONS FOR WAR OF 1812. 


|| Mr. KELLOGG, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. RK. No. 467) toamendan 
act granting pensions to soldiers and sailors 
of the war of 1812, and granting pensions to 


which was read a first and second time, ordered 

to be printed, and referred to the Committee 

on Revolutionary Pensions and War of 1812, 
RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE, 

Mr. KELLOGG also, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 466) to amend an 
act entitled ‘‘An act to enforce the right of 
the citizens of the United States to vote in the 


was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
DULUTH AND ST. PAUL. 

Mr. AVERILL, by unanimous consent, in- 


troduced a bill (H. R. No. 469) to establish 
the collection district of Duluth, and to create 


| sota, a port of delivery; which was read a first 
and second time, ordered to be printed, and 
| referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


|| PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


| Mr. CHIPMAN, by unanimous consent, 
| introduced a bill (H. R. No. 473) to grant 
| twenty-five hundred thousand acres of the 
| public lands for the benefit of public schools in 
| the District of Columbia; which was read a 
first andsecond time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 
Mr. TAFFE. I think this bill should be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. CHIPMAN. I prefer that it shall be 
first considered by the Committee for the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia. 
Mr. TAFFE. 





I am not a member of the 

| Committee on Public Lands, but I suggest that 

| it is the proper committee to consider this bill. 

| Mr. PERCE. 

| Committee on Education and Labor. 

|| Mr. TAFFE. That committee has nothing 

| to do with the disposition of the public lands. 
The SPEAKER, The bill has already been 





| Colymbia. 
Mr. TAFFE. I moveto reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was so referred. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 
| Mr. TAFFE. I now move that the bill be 
'| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
The motion was agreed to. 


| Mr. RANDALL ioved to reconsider the 
| vote by which the bill was referred ; and also 
/ moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
| on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


district of Illinois; which was read a first and | 
second time, and referred to the Committee | 


Mr. UPSON, by unanimous consent, intro- | 


these who served thirty days in said war; | 


|| several States, and for other purposes ;’’ which || 


| St. Paul, in the collection district of Minne- || 


It properly belongs to the | 


| referred to the Committee for the District of || 


OQ 


INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT. 
| Mr. COX, by unanimous consent, intro- 
!| duced a bill (H. R. No. 470) for securing to 
| authors in certain cases the benefit of inter- 
| national copyright, advancing the development 
of American literature, and promoting the 
interests of publishers and book-buyers in the 
United States; which was read a first and 
/ second time, ordered to be printed, and re 
ferred to the Committee on the Library. 


NORTH CAROLINA, 


Mr. WADDELL. I ask unanimous con- 
sent to submit the following resolution, and to 
have it referred to the joint committee on 
alleged outrages in the late insurrectionary 
States : 


‘Resolved, That the President of the United Siates 

|| be requested to communicate to this House all in- 

formation in his possession in regard to the invasion 

|| of North Carolina by a part of the United States 

forces stationed in the adjoining State of South 

Carolina, and the arrest, abduction, and imprison- 

ment in the latter State of Allen Bettis and other 

citizens of North Carolina; and also whether, if 

| such a crime has been committed, the perpetrators 
| thereof have been arrested or punished. 


1} 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
to the reception of the resolution. 
|| The SPEAKER. Objection being made, 
the resolution is not before the House. 
TUSCUMBIA, ALABAMA, 
|| Mr. SLOSS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
| duced a bill (H. R. No. 471) to vest the title 
to commons and streets in the city of Tuseum- 
bia, in the State of Alabama, in the corporate 
authorities of said city ; which was read a first 
| and second time, and referred to the Commit- 


| tee on the Judiciary. 
| 


JAMES BELCER. 

Mr. KETCHAM, by unanimous consent, in- 
| troduced a bill (H. R. No. 472) for the relief 
| of James Belger; which was read a first and 
| second time, and referred to the Committee 


I object 


| on Military Affairs. 
COMMITTEE CLERKS. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have been 
; instructed by the Committee on Appropria- 
| tions to offer the following resolution for con- 
| sideration at this time: 


Resolved, That the committee on the reorgan- 
ization of the civil service of the Government be 
|| directed to report to the House, at as early a day as 
|| possible, a bill to provide by law what standing 
|| committees of the rp shall be authorized to em- 
| ploy clerks, and to fix thesalaries of such committee 
| clerks as are not now fixed by law. 


| The resolution was agreed to. 
| COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE. 
| The SPEAKER announced the following 
|| as members of the select committee, ordered 
| by a resolution of the House adopted on yester- 
'| day, to consider the subject of a reorgan- 
|| ization of the civil service of the Government: 
| Committee on Civil Service—William D. 
| Kelley of Pennsylvania, Samuel Hooper of 
'| Massachusetts, Omar D. Conger of Michigan, 
|| John Lynch of Maine, Aaron F. Perry of Ohio, 
} Charles W. Willard of Vermont, Fernando 
‘|| Wood of New York, Samuel 8S. Marshall of 
|| Illinois, and William 8. Holman of Indiana. 
PRESERVATION OF PUBLIC ARCHIVES. 
| Mr. BANKS, by unanimous consent, sub- 
| mitted the following resolution; which was 
| read, considered, and agreed to: 


| Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested 
| to inform this House if any further action is neces- 
sary by Congress to secure the immediate temporary 
preservation of the archives or public records now 
in the State Department. 


RECONSIDERATION OF REFERENCES. 
|| Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move to recon- 
sider the various votes by which bills, resolu- 
tions, &c., have this day been referred or re- 
|| committed ; and also move that the motion to 
| reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
DRAWING FOR SEATS. 
Mr. STARKWEATHER. I call for the 


| regular order. 





| 
it 
| 








30 


a 


called for, the House resumes the considera- 


tion of the resolution of the gentleman from || 


Connecticut [Mr. SranKWEATHER] pending at 
the edjournment yesterday. The resolution 
will be read. 

I'he Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House do forth- 
with place in a box the name of each Member and 
Delegate of the House of Representatives, written 
upon a separate slip of paper; that he then proceed 
in the presence of the ease to draw from the said 
box, one ata time, the said slips of paper, and as 
each is drawn he shall announce the name of the 
Member or Delegate upon it, who shall choose his 
seat for the present Congress: Provided, That before 


| The House divided; and the tellers report- 


|| ed—ayes 100, noes 98, 


said drawing shall commence the Speaker shall cause | 


each seat to be vacated, and shall see that every seat 
continues vacant until it is selected under this order; 
and that every seat, after having been selected, shall 
be deemed forfeited if left unoccupied before the 
calling of the roll is finished. 

The SPEAKER. 
upon the motion of the gentleman from Maine, 
{ Mr. Perers, ] that the resolution be laid on the 
table. 

On the question there were—ayes 98, noes 
OY, 

Mr. KILLINGER and Mr. PETERS called 
for the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 105, nays 106, not voting 
26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Ames, Archer, Arthur, 
Banks, Barber, Beatty, Biggs, Bingham, Austin Blair, 
suflinton, Burchard, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, 
Roderick RK. Butler, Campbell, Comingo, Conger, 
Cox, Crossland, Darrall, Davis, Dunnell, Farnsworth, 
Charles Foster, Henry D. Foster, Frye, Garfield, 
Garrett, Haldeman, Hale, Halsey, Handley, Harmer, 
liarper, George E. Harris, John T. Harris, Hay, John 
W. Hazleton, Hooper, Kelley, Kerr, Ketcham, Kil- 
linger, Lamison, Lynch, McHenry, McJunkin, Me- 
Kee, McKinney, Mercur, Merriam, Moore, Morphis, 
Niblack, Packard, Packer, Isaac C, Parker, Perce, 
Eli Perry, Peters, Platt, Poland, Potter, Price, Prindle, 
Rainey, Read, Edward Y. Rice, Ellis H. Roberts, 
Sawyer, Seeley, Shanks, Shellabarger, Sherwood, 
Shoemaker, Slater, Sloss, H. Boardman Smith, Wor- 
thington C. Smith, Snyder, R. Milton Speer, Stevens, 


Stevenson, Storm,Stoughton, St. John, Sypher,Taffe, | 


‘Terry, Thomas, Tyner, Upson, Waldron, Wallace, 
Washburn, Wells, Wheeler, Whiteley, Whitthorne, 
Willard, Williams of Indiana, John T.Wilson, Win- 
chester, and Wood—105, 

NAYS—Messrs. Acker, Ambler, Averill, Barnum, 
Bell, Beveridge, Bigby, Braxton, Bright, George M. 
Brooks,Caldwell, Carroll, Clarke,Cobb, Coburn, Con- 
ner, Cotton, Coghlan, Crebs, Critcher, Dickey, Don- 


nan, Dox, DuBose, Duell, Duke, Eames, Edwards, | 


Eldridge, Ely, Farwell, Finkelnburg, Forker, Wilder 
D. Foster,Getz, Griffith, Hambleton, Hancock, Hanks, 
Havens,Hays,Gerry W.Hazleton, Hereford, Hibbard, 
Hill, Hoar, Holman, Houghton, Kellogg, King, Kin- 
sella, Lamport, Lansing, Leach, Lewis, Lowe, Man- 
son, Marshall, Maynard, McClelland, McCormick, 
MeCrary, McGrew, McNeely, Merrick, Benjamin F 
Meyers, Monroe, Morgan, Leonard Myers, Negley, 
Orr, Palmer, Hosea W.Parker, Peck, Pendleton, Aaron 
F. Perry, Porter, Randall, John M. Rice, Ritchie, 
William R. Roberts, Robinson, Rogers, Rusk, Ses- 
sions, Sheldon, Shober,John A. Smith,Snapp, Thomas 
J. Speer, Starkweather, Sutherland, Swann, Dwight 
Townsend, Washington Townsend, Turner, Tuthill, 
Van Trump, Vaughan, Waddell, Walden, Walls, 
Warren, Williams of New York, Jeremiah M. Wil- 
son, and Young—106. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Barry, Beck, Bird, James 
G. Blair, James Brooks, Buckley, Creely, Dawes, 
De Large, Elliott, Golladay,Goodrich, Hawley, Ken- 
dall, MeIntyre, Mitchell, Morey, Roosevelt, Scofield, 
Slocum, Sprague, Stowell, Strong, Twichell, Voor- 
hees, and Wakeman—26. 

So the motion to lay the resolution on the 
table was not agreed to. 


Mr. STARKWEATHER. I now demand 
“ae previous question on agreeing to the reso- 

ution. 

Mr. COX. I desire to offer an amendment 
which I think will be satisfactory to every 
member of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Connecticut{ Mr. SraRKWEATHER ] withdraw the 
demand for the previous question, in order 
that the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] 
may offer an amendment? 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. I think we ought 
to have a vote on my proposition. 

The SPEAKER. 
onding the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. COX. On that question I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Cox and Mr. 
STARKWEATHER were appointed, 


The pending question is | 


| only. 





So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was ordered. 

Mr. WHEELER. [rise to a pointof order. 
At the spring session the House made an order 
for the drawing of seats, and in that order 
provided that the drawing should be for the 
Congress. I make the point of order that the 
House cannot now proceed to a new drawing 
until the former order is either reconsidered or 
rescinded, I first make the point that the 
prior order should be reconsidered. 

The SPEAKER. It is too late to recon- 
sider. Strictly speaking, the parliamentary 
process would be to rescind. It having been 
uniformly ruled for a series of years that a 
resolution of this character is privileged once 
during each session of Congress, the House, 
of course, is competent to take all the parlia- 
| mentary steps necessary to reach the end. 

Should the gentleman insist strictly on that 
| point, that the House must rescind a former 
resolution, it would simply increase the num- 
berof yeasand nays that the House would have 
totake. It would be one of the steps merely. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. I claim that the 
gentleman is too late in his proposition. 

The SPEAKER. It is not too late. It is 
| never too late to take the necessary parliament- 
| ary steps. 

Mr. WHEELER. Under former rulings, 
so far as I have examined, it is a privileged 
question, thatis, the drawing of seats at every 
| session, and prior drawings were under order 
| of the House that they should be for the session 
But this resolution I drew myself, and 
| expressly provided in it that the drawing of 
| seats should be for the Congress. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentieman will find, 
if he goes back, that both points have been 
made and decided. It has been considered a 


entertained in the form of rescinding or other 
action without rescinding the previous resolu- 
tion. 
tion makes no difference beyond causing greater 
delay in the process of arriving at the decision 
of the majority. The end will be the same 


| last will determine the question. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. 





| other drawing. 
drawing, and was overruled when [ made this 
same point. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that has 
been the uniform ruling ever since the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin and the Chair have been 
members of the House. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. I remember that 
| in the Fortieth Congress the same point was 
made, which was met by precisely a similar 
decision as that now made by the Chair. It 
has always been considered a privileged ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. It has been the uniform 
| decision of the predecessor of the Chair which 
| he has followed. 

Mr. BANKS. The proposition to draw for 
seats is undoubtedly a question of privilege, 
because it appertains to the organization of 
the House. But after the seats have been 








House for the Congress, it is no longer a ques- 
tion of privilege, and must come in by reton- 
sideration or by a motion to rescind the pre- 
vious order of the House. 

The SPEAKER. 


a and drawn by express order of the 
| 
i} 


The gentleman’s point 


| If there were no privilege involved it could 


not reach the point of rescinding. A motion 


The question is on sec- || to rescind could not be reached unless the 


| question was of a privileged character. 
| Mr. BANKS. It would come in as any 
other legislation. 


The SPEAKER. Not unless privileged. 


privileged question at each session of Con- || 
| gress, privileged to be entertained, whether | 


The rescinding of the previous resolu- | 


whatever action is taken, and the majority at | 


I made the same point | 
myself at the last session of Congress, and the | 
| ruling then was that we were entitled to an- | 
I was then opposed to a new | 
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The SPEAKER. The regular order being | 
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Mr. BANKS. But when the House has 
disposed of the question of privilege by ex. 
hausting it, it cannot be used again as a ques. 
tion of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. If it were an original 
question, unembarrassed by the uniform de. 
cisions and rulings of the last six or eight 
years, the Chair does not say he would not 
agree with the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
The same order of the House was made before, 
and was treated precisely in the same way, the 
same point of order being overruled. 

Mr. WHEELER. Heretofore drawings for 
seats were for the session; but this House, 
expressly with a view to prevent any renewal 
of the drawing for seats, changed that order, 
and made the drawing for this Congress. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. Precisely the 
same order was made in a former Congress, 
and it was decided in the same way. 

Mr. PETERS. I understand the Chair to 
decide that if we are to rescind the previous 
order of the House it must be reached by 
direct vote, and not by indirection. 

The SPEAKER. The rescinding of the 
previous order of the House can be reached 
by incorporating in the pending resolution 
language to that effect. The gentleman can 
move to reconsider the vote by which the pre- 
vious question was ordered, and then move an 
amendment rescinding the previous order of 
the House. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. I believe the 
House will be better satisfied to arrive ata 
direct vote. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The resolution on which 
I raised my point of order in language ex- 


| pressly provided that the drawing should be 





|| does not dispose of the question of privilege. | 





for the Congress. I made the point, and the 
present Speaker ruled in accordance with the 
previous decisions. He decided that it was 
privileged, and the object sought could be 
reached in the manner now proposed. 

The SPEAKER. It would make possibly 
the parliamentary result more precise to 
insert in the resolution the words ‘‘the pre- 
vious resolution is hereby rescinded;’’ but 
gentlemen must all see that it makes no pos: 
sible difference in the disposition of the reso- 
lution by the House. It is solely a matter of 
form. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Then the adoption of 
this resolution would be virtually a repeal or 
rescinding of the former resolution? 

The SPEAKER. Yes; the Chair hopes 
that no single member will misunderstand the 
precise usage in accordance with which he 
rules. It is competent for the House, every 
Monday morning, under the call for resolu- 
tions, to order a redistribution of seats. But 
the ruling of the Chair has been that, accord- 
ing to usage, it is a privileged question only 
once each session. While it can only come 
up once each session as a matter of privilege, 
it may come up at any time under the call of 
States as a matter for the majority to settle, 
or they may agree among themselves that it 
shall remain settled when once determined for 
the session. The question is upon the adop- 
tion of the resolution offered by the gentlemau 
from Connecticut, [Mr. SrarKWeaTHe_R. } 

Mr. WHEELER. Do I understand the 
Chair to rule that it is not necessary, as a pre- 
liminary step, to rescind or repeal the previous 
resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair holds, what the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. WHEELER] 
must himself see, that this resolution itself 
works a repeal of the former resolution. It 
would have been better, as a matter of form, 
if the gentleman from Connecticut [ Mr. Srark- 
WEATHER] had put in rescinding words; but 
in effect, as the gentleman from New York, 
who is an experienced parliamentarian, well 
knows, the adoption of the resolution in its 
present form works the same result. 

Mr. PETERS. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
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in the negative—yeas 104, nays 107, not voting | 
26; as follows: 
> AS—Messrs. Acker, Ambler, Averill, Barnum, | 
J ase Bigby, Braxton, George M. Brooks, 
Roderick R. Butler, Caldwell, Carroll, Clarke, Cobb, | 
Coburn, Conner, Cotton, Coghlan, Crebs, ¢ ritcher, 
Dickey, Donnan, Dox, DuBose, Duell, Duke, Eames, 
Edwards, Eldridge, Ely, Farwell, Finkelnburg, Wil- 
der D. Foster, Getz, Griffith, Hambleton, Hancock, 
Hanks. Havens, Hays, Gerry W. Hazleton, Here- | 
ford, Hibbard, Hoar, Holman, Houghton, Kellogg, 
King, Kinsella, Lamport, Lansing, Leach, Lewis, 
Lowe, Manson, Marshall, Maynard, McCormick, 
McCrary, MeGrew, McNeely, Merrick, Benjamin F. 
Meyers, Monroe, Morgan, Leonard Myers, Negley, 
Orr, Palmer, Hosea W. Parker, Peck. Pendleton, 


Aaron F. Perry, Porter, Randall, John M. Rice, Rit- |} 


chie, William R. Roberts, Robinson, Rogers, Rusk, | 
Sessions, Slocum, John A. Smith, Snapp, Thomas J. 
Speer, Starkweather, Stevens, Sutherland, Swann, 
Dwight Townsend, Washington ‘Townsend, Turner, 
futhill, Twichell, Van Trump, Vaughan, Waddell, | 
Walden, Walls, Warren, Williams of New York, | 
Jeremiah M. Wilson, and Young—104, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Ames, Archer, Arthur, | 
Banks, Barber, Beatty, Beck, Bingham, Austin 
Blair, Bright, Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, Benja- 
’ Butler, Campbell, Comingo, Conger, Cox, 


min J | 
Crossland, Davis, Dunnell, Farnsworth, Forker, 
Charles Foster, Henry D. Foster, Frye, Garfield, 


Garrett, Haldeman, Hale, Halsey, Handley, Harmer, 
Harper, George E. Harris, John T. Harris, Hay, 
John W. Hazleton, Hill, Hooper, Kelley, Kerr, 
Ketcham, Killinger, Lamison, Lynch, McHenry, 
MeJunkin, McKee. McKinney, Mercur, Merriam, 
Moore, Morphis, Niblack, Packard, Packer, Isaac 
C. Parker, Perce, Eli Perry, Peters, Platt, Poland, 
Potter. Price, Prindle, Rainey, Read, Edward Y. 
Rice, Ellis H. Roberts, Sawyer, Seeley, Shanks, 
Shellabarger, Sherwood, Shober, Shoemaker, Slater, 
Sloss, H. Boardman Smith, Worthington C. Smith, 
Snyder, R. Milton Speer, Stevenson, Storm, Stough- 
ton, St. John, Sypher, Taffe, Terry, Thomas, Tyner, 
Upson, Wakeman, Waldron, Wallace, Washburn, 
Wells, Wheeler. Whiteley, Whitthorne, Willard, 
Williams of Indiana, John T. Wilson, Winchester, 
and Wood—107. ‘ 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Barry, Beck, Bird, James 
G. Blair, James Brooks, Buckley, Creely, Darrall, 
Dawes, De Large, Elliott, Golladay, Goodrich, 
Hawley, Kendall, McClelland, McIntyre, Mitchell, 
Morey, Roosevelt, Scofield, Sheldon, Sprague, 
Stowell, Strong, and Voorhees—26. 


So the resolution was not agreed to. 


Mr. WOOD. I moveto reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution has been refused a 
passage; and I also move that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. On the latter motion I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 103, nays 101, not 
voting 33 ; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Ames, Archer, Arthur, 
Banks, Barber, Beatty, Biggs, Austin Blair, Bright, 
Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, 
Roderick R. Butler, Campbell, Comingo, Conger, 
Cox, Crossland, Darrall, Davis, Dunne!l, Forker, 
Charles Foster, Frye, Garfield, Garrett, Haldeman, 
Hale, Halsey, Handley, Harmer, Harper, George E. 
Harris, Hay, John W. Hazleton, Hill, Hooper, Kel- 
ley, Kerr, Ketcham, Killinger, Lamison, Lynch, Mc- 
Henry, McKinney, Mercur, Merriam, Moore, Mor- 
yhis, Niblack, Packard, Packer, Isaac C. Parker, | 





erce, Aaron F. Perry, Eli Perry, Peters, Platt, Po- || 


land, Potter, Price, Prindle, Rainey, Read, Edward 
Y. Rice, Ellis H. Roberts, Sawyer, Seeley, Shanks, 
Sherwood, Shober, Shoemaker, Slater, Sloss, H. 
Boardman Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Snyder, 
R. Milton Speer, Stevenson, Storm, Stoughton, St. 
John, Sypher, Taffe, Terry, Thomas, Tyner, Upson, 
Wakeman, Waldron, Wallace, Washburn, Wells, 
Wheeler, Whiteley, Whitthorne, Willard, Williams 
of Indiana, John T. Wilson, Winchester, and 
Wood—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Acker, Ambler, Averill, Barnum, | 
Bell, Beveridge, Bigby, Braxton, George M. Brooks, 
Caldwell, Carroll, Clarke, Cobb, Coburn, Conner, | 
Cotton, Crebs, Critcher, Donnan, Dox, DuBose, 
Duell, Duke, Eames, Edwards, Eldridge, El'iott, 
Ely, Finkelnburg, Wilder D. Koster, Getz, Griffith, 
Hambleton, Hancock, Hanks, John T. Harris, Ha- | 
vens, Hays, Gerry W. Hazleton, Hereford, Hibbard, 
Hoar, Holtman, Houghton, Kellogg, King, Kinsella, 
Lamport, Lansing, Leach, Lewis, Lowe, Manson, 
Marshall, Maynard, McClelland, McCormick, Me- 
Crary, McGrew, McNeely, Merrick, Benjamin F. | 
Meyers, Monroe, Morgan, Leonard Myers, Negley, 
Orr, Palmer, Hosea W. Parker, Peck, Pendleton, | 
Porter, John M. Rice, Ritchie, William R. Roberts, 
Robinson, Rogers, Rusk, Sessions, Shellabarger, 
Slocum, John A.Smith, Snapp, Thomas J. Speer, 
Starkweather, Stevens, Stowell, Sutherland, Swann, 
Dwight ‘Townsend, Washington Townsend, Turner, 
Tuthill, Van Trump, Vaughan, Waddell, Walden, 
Warren, Williams of New 
son, and Young—10l. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Barry, Beck, Bingham, 
Bird, James G. Blair, James Brooks, Buckley, 
Coghlan, Creely, Dawes, De Large, Dickey, Farns- 
worth, Farwell, Henry D. Foster, Golladay, Good- 





The question was taken; and it was decided | rich, Hawley, Kendall, McIntyre, MeJunkin, Me- 
Kee, Mitchell, Morey, Randall, Roosevelt. Scofield, 


| 





| 
| 
| 
ork, Jeremiah M. Wil- | 


Sheldon, Sprague, Strong, Twichell, Voorhees, and 
Walls—33. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. WOOD. 


Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WOOD moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the motion was agreed to; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

CODIFICATION OF POSTAL LAWS. 

Mr. RANDALL. I eall for the regular 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of 
business being demanded, the morning -hour 
commences, at one o’clock and fifty minutes 
p. m., and the House resumes the considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. No. 1) to revise, con- 
solidate, and amend the statutes relating to 
the Post Office Department, reported yester- 
day from the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, the pending question being 
upon ordering the bill to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, 
and continued it, without concluding, until 
two o’clock and fifty minutes p. m. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Has the morning 
hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. Ithas. The Chair will 
remind the House that, under the ruling which 
the Chair inaugurated last session, he does 
not bring any morning hour except that of 
Monday to aclose. It takes a question more 
highly privileged than that in the morning 
hour to close it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. _I rise for the pur- 
pose of moving that the House resolve itself 


| into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union, for the purpose of taking up the 
apportionment bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize 
the gentleman for that purpose directly, but 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ket- 
LEY] has a resolution which he desires to offer. 


CLERKS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. KELLEY. I ask consent of the House 

on behalf of the select Committee on the 
teorganization of the Civil Service to offer 

the following resolution: 

Resolved, That authority is hereby given for the 
employment of clerks by such committees as were 
authorized to employ clerks in the last Congress, at 
the same compensation then paid, such employment 
to expire upon the passage of a law regulating such 
appointments: Provided, That the Committees on 
Agriculture and Manufactures shall have a clerk 


| jointly. 


Mr. RANDALL. I ask that that resolu- 
tion may be again read. I did not quite 


| understand it. 


The Clerk read the resolution. 

Mr. KELLEY. I would say to my colleague 
that the object and origin of this resolution 
are these: a special committee was appointed 
to-day upon the civil service, and a resolution 


providing for the preparation of a bill regu- | 


lating the clerks of committees and their pay 
was referred to that committee. Under that 
reference it is felt that the committees have 
no right to appoint clerks. As it is to be a 


| move that when the House | 
adjourns to-morrow it adjourn to meet on | 


| 


} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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bill, it may meet with delay in either House. | 


It is essential that the committees should have 
their clerks meanwhile. This resolution pro- 
poses to authorize the employment of clerks 
of committees on precisely the same terms as 
during the last Congress, the appointments to 
exist only until the passage of such a law. It 
also provides that the Committees on Agricul- 
ture and Manuiactures shall have a clerk 
jointly, the same clerk having served both 
committees during the last Congress. 

Mr. DAWES. I would inquire if the gen- 
tleman has looked over the list of clerks of 


3h 


ee, 


committees during the last Congress to see 
whether we could not cut off some of them? 

Mr. KELLEY. I have not. 

Mr. DAWES. I suggest to the gentleman 
that it would be proper to do so. 

Mr. RANDA ET. I would like to know 
how often the Committees on Agriculture and 
Manufactures meet ? 

Mr. COX. Do they ever report bills? 

Mr. KELLEY. ‘lhe Committee on Agri- 
culture is, | am told, one of the active com- 
mittees. I know that during the last Congress, 
under the chairmanship of my colleague, Mr. 
Morrell, the Committee on Manufactures was 
a tolerably active committee. 

Mr. RANDALL. I think it is rather an 
ornamental committee. 

Mr. KELLEY. The Committees on Agri- 
culture and Manufactures had a clerk jointly, 
and I have not proposed any change. | simply 
propose to let things run as they are until a 
bill can be prepared. 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. I will explain this 
matter, with the leave of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [ Mr. Ke.uey, } to his colleague, 
{[Mr. Ranpatu.] ‘The Committee on Manu- 
factures and the Committee on Agriculture had 
a clerk jointly last year. The two committees 
combined had quite enough work for that clerk. 
The Committee on Manufactures meets more 
frequently than that on Agriculture, but taking 
the business of the two committees together, L 
am sure that the clerk had quite enough to do. 

Mr. RANDALL. I only wish to say that 
this is a bad omen, coming from a committee 
appointed to consider civil service reform of 
the nation. No one will dispute the fact that 
we have entirely too many clerkships of com- 
mittees, and that very many of them could 
with economy to the Government be consolid- 
ated, as is proposed in reference to the Com- 
mittees on Agriculture and Manufactures, and 
yet here at the start, when the breath is 
hardly from the Speaker’s mouth announcing 
who the committee are, they come in and pro- 
pose to run inthe same old rutof extravagance. 

Mr. WOOD. Asa member of that com- 
mittee, I desire to say that within my knowl- 
edge there has been no meeting of the com- 
mittee to consider that question. 

Mr. KELLEY. I might accept what my 
colleague [Mr. RANDALL] has said as a cen- 
sure upon the committee if we were proposing 
a@ permanent measure. But there are certain 
committees of this House that must have clerks. 


| The Committee on Civil Service has had no 





time to investigate the question, because, as 
my colleague says, the names of the committee 
have but just dropped from the lips of the 
Speaker. Finding that the appointment of the 
committee has produced embarrassment on 
the part of the standing committees of the 
House, this committee, or rather its chairman, 
submits this temporary measure. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask 


| the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ket: 


LEY, | the chairman of this committee, whether 


| I understood him to report this resolution from 
| the Committee on Civil Service? 


Mr. KELLEY. The last words that fell from 
my lips were that it was a resolution of the 
chairman of the committee. 

Mr. RANDALL. ‘That is what the gentle- 
man has just said, but it was not what he said 


when he offered the resolution. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair must take the 
blame upon himself, for he indicated the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ke.tey,}] when 
he offered the resolution, as the chairman of 
the Committee on the Civil Service, as he often 
designates members, in order that they may 
not be confounded with other members from 
the same States. 

Mr. KELLEY. I did not undertake to say 
that any committee had authorized me to offer 
this resolution; but I will say that the chair- 
men of several of the committees of this House 
have requested me to do so in order to justify 
It is neces: 
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sary that the Committee of Ways and Means, || 


and the Committee on Appropriations, and a 
number of other committees, should have 
clerks. 

Mr. BANKS. 
eign Affairs. 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and some other committees, now 
actually need clerks to enable them to prop- 
erly prepare business for this House. It may 
be that there have been too many clerks. I 


Mr. KELLEY. 


Certainly I do not. 
Mr. COX. 


I desire to say a word, and, if 


_ possible, to make a motion to refer this reso- 


And the Committee on For- 


hope that the Committee on the Civil Service | 


will be able to report a bill during the next 


week, and then it will be for the House to say || 


how soon it shall be passed here, and for the | 
This is a measure || 
to be effective in the interim, and only so long. | 


Senate then to act upon it. 


It especially provides that these appointments 


shall terminate on the passage of a law regu- | 


lating the question. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
entire session. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
the entire session. 

Mr. RANDALL. It embraces a period 
without any knowledge on our part when that 
period shall cease. 

Mr. KELLEY. If the gentleman can tell 
me when the House and the Senate will pass 
the bill, I will fix the day when the operation 
of this resolution shall terminate. 

Mr. RANDALL. And in the mean time 
these unnecessary clerks will be drawing pay 
from the Government. 

Mr. COX. I wish to make a motion to refer 
this resolution to the Committee on the Civil 
Service. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Kevuey] is entitled to the floor, 
unless he yields it. 

Mr. KELLEY. I will call the previous 
question on the resolution I have offered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. A moment. 

Mr. KELLEY. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It seems to methat this 
resolution is in the nature of an omnibus to 
carry a whole lot of clerks, without our know- 
ing whether there is any real and actual 
necessity for them. For one, I am perfectly 
willing to vote the committees that have the 
necessary labors to perform the clerks that 


That may embrace the 


No; it does not embrace 


they really need, but to bring them in in this | 


form all together, making one rest upon the 
other, thereby perhaps carrying through clerks 
for committees that do not need them, it seems 
to me is altogether out of order, and not at all 
in consonance with what is the duty of this 
committee recently organized, 

Mr. KELLEY. ‘There is no committee 
responsible for this resolution. 

Mr. RANDALL. I would suggest that the 
committees, through their respective chairmen, 
address themselves to the House when they 
deem it necessary to ask for clerks, and let the 
House decide each case upon its own merits. 

Mr. KELLEY. I think I must now call 
for the previous question. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Willthegentieman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Ke.iey,} allow me to 
make a suggestion? 

Mr. KELLEY. Certainly. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I think the resolution, 
as explained by the mover,is eminently proper, 
and, indeed, «bsolutely necessary. It will be 
recollected that there are certain committees 
that have clerks provided by law, while the 
other committees are not so provided. This 
resolution by its terms contemplates the em- 
popnens ot these clerks until such a law as 
1a8 beeu indicated should be passed. If any- 
thing should happen that the law should not 
be enacted until the next session of Congress, 
it would by its terms employ these gentlemen 
through the entire recess of Congress. I think 
we had better provide against any such thing. 
lor that reason I wil] suggest a proviso to that 
effect, for | am sure the gentleman does not 
contemplate any such thing. 














| clerks is to cost. 


lution to the committee whose chairman has 
presented it. There is in this House a great 
change since the*old days when only two or 
three commiitees had clerks. 


Mr. KELLEY. 


| 
| 
| 


If the gentleman from New || 


York will give way for one moment, I desire | 


to insert in the resolution a clause providing 
that the salaries of the clerks shall begin with 
the present session. My only object in offer- 
ing the resolution is to subserve the con- 
venience of the committees. 

Mr. COX. I do not know that this resolu- 
tion is of very much consequence, or that it 
ought to call forth a great deal of debate ; but 
I think that if these gentlemen wish to reform 


| the civil service, they should give to the House 


a thorough and complete statement of the 
clerks now employed by various committees 
under provisions of law, and such as are to be 
employed under this resolution. I would like 
to know how much the employment of these 


to pass upon the question whether or not these 


clerks will be really useful to the committees, 
/or only useful as private secretaries to the 


members who happen to be chairmen of the 
committees. I would like to know whether 
they are to be useful for the purpose of sending 
off political documents. 

Mr. KELLEY. I would be glad to give 
the gentleman all the information he requires, 


| if it were possible; but here is a resolution 


arising from an emergency—a resolution de- 


| signed to meet a merely temporary case. I 


therefore propose to call the previous question, 
after modifying the resolution so as to provide 


| that the pay of these clerks shall commence 


with the present session of Congress. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment which 
has been sent to the desk by the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] will be read. 
Perhaps it may covér the point indicated by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add at the end of the resolution these words: 
‘** Provided, That no such employment shall extend 
to the recesses between the present and subsequent 
session of Congress.” 

Mr. COX. I protest against the passage of 
this resolution when we do not know what it 
means. A resolution of this character ought 
to come from a committee before any action 
by the House. The House may hereafter find 
that it goes further than members now intend. 

Mr. DAWES. I suggest to add to the reso- 
lution, in lieu of the amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, these words: 

“And provided further, That the employment shall 
not apply to any of the recesses of Congress.’’ 

Mr. KELLEY. I accept that amendment 
as a modification of my resolution. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Clerk will read the 
resolution as now modified. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That authority is hereby given for the 
employment of clerks by such committees as were 
authorized to employ clerks in the last Congress, at 
the same compensation then paid, such employment 
to expire upon tlie passage of a law regulating such 
appointments: Provided, That the Committees on 
Agriculture and Manufactures shall have a clerk 
jointly: And provided further, Thatthe employment 
shall not apply to any of the recesses of Cengress. 

Mr. PETERS. There was a resolution 
passed by the House at the close of the last 
session assigning tothe clerk of the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions special work during the 
recess. Will this resolution deprive him of 
his pay? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair apprehends it 
will not, because he has already received his 
pay. [Laughter.] The question is on sec- 
onding the demand for the previous question 
upon the resolution as modihed. 

On the question there were—ayes 81, noes61. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was ordered: and under 


I would like this committee | 
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the operation thereof the resolution, as mod. 
ified, was agreed to. 

Mr. KELLEY moved to reconsider the vot. 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be |ai 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


APPORTIONMENT BILL. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that ¢) 
House resolves itself into the Committee of th; 
Whole on the state of the Union for the pyy. 
pose of considering the apportionment )ili, 
referred to that committee at the spring ses. 


| sion. 


The SPEAKER. Under the rule, if liter. 
ally construed, the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union would have to take 
up the Calendar; but there is no printed Cal. 
endar for public business, and the Chair js 
under the impression that the apportionment 
bill stands at the head of the Public Calendar. 
Hence, if the House should adopt the motion 
of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Farys. 
wortH,] the Chair will direct that that bi)! 
shall be considered as the business before the 
committee. 

The motion of Mr. Farnswortn was agreed 
to; and the House accordingly resolved itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. Burrinron in the chair,} 
and proceeded to the consideration of House 
bill No. 243, for the apportionment of Rep. 
resentatives to Congress among the several 
States according to the ninth census. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I ask for the read. 
ing of the bill. 

The bill was read. 

The first section provides that from and afier 
the 3d day of March, 1873, the House of Rep- 
resentatives shall be composed of two*hundred 
and eighty-one members, to be apportioned 
among the several States in accordance with 
the provisions of this act, that is to say: 
within the State cf Maine, five; within the 
State of New Hampshire, two; within the 
State of Vermont, two; within the State of 
Massachusetts, eleven; within the State of 
Rhode Island, two; within the State of Con- 
necticut, four: within the State of New York, 
thirty-two; within the State of New Jersey, 
seven; within the State of Pennsylvania, 
twenty-six; within the State of Delaware, 
one; within the State of Maryland, six; within 
the State of Virginia, nine; within the State 
of North Carolina, eight; within the State of 
South Carolina, five; within the State of 
Georgia, nine; within the State of Alabama, 
seven; within the State of Mississippi, six; 
within the State of Louisiana, five; within the 
State of Ohio, nineteen; within the State of 
Kentucky, ten; within the State of Tennessee, 
nine; within the State of Indiana, twelve; 
within the State of Illinois, nineteen; within 
the State of Missouri, twelve; within the State 
of Arkansas, four; within the State of Michi- 
gan, nine; within the State of Florida, one; 
within the State of Texas, six; within the 
State of lowa, nine; within the State of Wis- 
consin, eight; within the State of California, 
four; within the State of Minnesota, three; 
within the State of Oregon, one; within the 
State of Kansas, three; within the State of 
West Virginia, three; within the State of 
Nevada, one; within the State of Nebraska, 
one; provided, that if after such apportion- 
ment shall have been made, any new State 
shall be admitted into the Union, the Repre- 
sentative or Representatives of such new State 
shall be additional to the number of two hun- 
dred and eighty herein limited. 

The second section provides that the follow: 
ing States shall be entitled to members of the 
House of Representatives, in addition to the 
number now allowed by law, for and during the 
Forty-Second Congress, as follows: the States 
of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Georgia, Texas, 
Wisconsin, and Kansas, each two additional 
members; the States of Missouri, Miehigan, 
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| 
and Iowa, each three additional members ; 
the States of Massachusetts, New York, Mary- 
= =e Sa ° . or 
land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Caro- 
. ’ . . . . Y “° ° 
lina, Alabama, Mississippi, California, and 
Minnesota, each one additional member ; and | 
the State of Illinois five additional members. 

Thethird section provides that the additional 
members to which such States are by this act 
entitied in the Forty-Sécond Congress shall be 
elected at a general election in such States, 
each State electing by general ticket the num- 
ber to which it is entitled; provided, that it 
in any of said States no election is provided 
for by law for the year 1871, then, in such case, 
the election shall be held at such time as may 
be provided by the Legislature of the State; 
and in ease the Legislature does not make pro- 
vision for such election, then it shall be held 
on the day fixed by the Governor of the State 
by public proclamation, at least sixty days 
before the same takes place. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. ° I move to strike out 
the following: 

Src. 2. That the following States shall be entitled 
to members of the House of Representatives, in ad- 
dition to the number now allowed by law, tor and 
during the Forty-Seeond Congress, as follows: the 
States ot New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Georgia, Texas, 
Wisconsin, and Kansas, each two additional mem- 
bers; the States of Missouri, Michigan, and Lowa, 
each three additional members; the States of Massa- 
chusetts, New York, Mars land, Virginia, North Car- 
olina, South Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi, Cali- 
fornio, and Minnesota, each one additional nember; 
and the State of Lilinois five additional members. 

sec. 3. That the additional members to which such 
States are by this act entitled in the Forty-Second 
Congress shall be elected at a general election in 
such States, each State electing by general ticket 
the number to which it is entitled: Provided, That 
ifi» any of said States no election is provided for by 


law for the year 1871, then, in such case, the election | 


shall be held at such time as may be provided by the 
Legistature of the State; and in case the Legislature, 
does not wake provision for such election, then it 
shall be held on the day fixed by the Governor of 
the State by public proclamation, at least sixty days 
before the same takes place. 

Mr. BISGHAM. Why strike them out? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Let us have the 
question on that motion before we proceed 
any further. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Ialso moveto amend 
section one, linethirty tive, by inserting *‘ one’’ 
after ‘eighty ;’’ so the proviso will then read : 


Provided, That if, after such apportionment shall || 


have been made, any new State shall be aimitted 
into the Union, the Representative or Represent- 
atives of such new State shall be additional to the 
number of two hundred and eighty-one herein 
limited. 

Mr. MceNEELY. I ask my colleague not 
to press that amendment until some other 
amendments have been made and acted on. 
I make the suggestion for this reason: the 
bill provides for two hundred and eighty mem- 
bers. Now, the State of Missouri has a frac- 


tion of eighty-seven thousand and over, which || 


should certainly entitle her to another addi- 


entitle the State of Khode Island to a mem- 
ber. According to this bill, and according to 
any bill fixing the number of members in this 
House at two bundred and eighty members, 


two members for a fraction of eighty-one 
thousand. The State of Missouri is certainly 


eighty-seven thousand. I wish to move to 
amend this bill in the twenty-third line of sec- 
tion one, by striking out ‘‘twelve’’ after the 
words ‘‘State of Missouri’ and inserting 
‘thirteen ;'’ so as to give the State of Mis- 
souri one member for that fraction of over 
eighty-seven thousand. 

dy looking at this bill you will find that the 
State of Rhode Island has been given one 
member for a fraction of eighty-one thousand 
Why not give the State of Missouri one for 
the fraction of eighty-seven thousand? I 
aim opposed, therefore, to acting on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois 
until after we shall have fixed the number to 
which the several States are entitled. It will 


42p Cone. 2p Szss.— No. 3. 


|| one; 
|| within the State of Virginia, nine; within 


| be seen that this bill has been hastily drawn 

| Up, and some amendment ought to be made 
to the first part of it by making the necessary 
changes. If one member be taken from Rhode 
Island and one added to Missuuri, of course 
the number will be the same. We had better, 
I think, fix that first. 

Mr. MERCUR. I desire to present a sub- 
stitute for the pending bill. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Before the gentleman 
proceeds will he allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. MERCUR. Certainly. 

Mr. MAYNARD. ‘There has been placed 
on our desks a very elaborate table in regard 
tothe apportionment of Representatives under 
the census. I would ask the gentleman if he 
is aware whether this table is issued by author- 
ity, or whence it emanates? 

Mr. MERCUR, It does not profess on its 
face to be issued by the authority of any 

| Department. I believe that in that table the 


|| population is correctly stated, but the ratio 


of the number of Representatives to which 
| each State will be entitled is very arbitrarily 
| deduced. lt does not appear to be determ- 
ined upon any fixed or general rule, as | will 
explain more fully hereafter. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If the gentle- 
| man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Mercur] will 
allow me to interrupt him, I will state with 
regard to this table that I know it has been 
| prepared at the Census Bureau ; for | received 
an advance sheet of it from the Superintend- 
ent of the Census himself some days ago, and, | 
have every reason to believe, rather in opposi- 
tion to what my friend from Pennsylvania 
says, that the calculations of the table are 
correct. 

Mr. MERCUR. After my substitute is 
read I will take occasion to explain it more 
| fully to the Howse. 


! 


| 
|| ‘The substitute offered by Mr. Mercur was 


| read. It provides, in its first section, that from 
, and after the 3d day of March, 1873, the House 
| of Representatives shall be composed of two 
hundred and eighty members, to be appor- 
tioned among the several States in accordance 
with the provisions of tlrs act, that is to say 

within the State of Maine, tive; within the 
State of New Hampshire, two; within the 
State of Vermont, two; within the State of 
Massachusetts, eleven; within the State of 
| Rhode Island, two; within the State of Con- 
| necticut, four; within the State of New York, 
thirty-two; within the State of New Jersey, 
seven; within the State of Pennsylvania, 
|| twenty six; within the State of Delaware, 
within the State of Maryland, six; 


the State of North Carolina, eight; within 
the State of South Carolina, five; within 
the Srate of Georgia, nine; within the 


|| State of Alabama, seven; within the State of 
tional member, if eighty-one thousand would || 


| Mississippi, six; within the State of Louisiana, 


‘| five; within the State of Ohio, nineteen; within 


| the State of Kentucky, ten; within the State 
| of Tennessee, nine; within the State of Indi- 


|| ana, twelve; within the State of Illinois, eight- 
we will have to give the State of Rhode Island || 


‘| een; within the State of Missouri, twelve; 


|| within the State of Arkansas, four; within the 
|| State of Michigan, nine; within the State of 
entitled to a member for the fraction of over | 


Florida, one; within the State of Texas, six; 
within the State of lowa, nine; within the 
| State of Wisconsin, eight; within the State of 
| California, four; within the State of Minne- 
sota, three; within the State of Oregon, one; 


State of West Virginia, three; within the State 
| of Nevada, one; within the State of Nebraska, 
one; provided, that if, after such apportion- 
ment shall have been made, any new State 
|| shall be admitted into the Union, the Repre- 
| sentative or Representatives of such new State 
|| shall be additioual to the number of two hun- 
|| dred and eighty herein limited. 

|| The substitute provides, in itssecond section, 
'| that in each State entitled under this law to 





| 

| cow . > - : ate te 

| within the State of Kansas, three; within the 
| 

| 


| ° 
|| more than one Representative, the number to | 


_ hundred and eighty members. 


we 


which said States may be entitled in the Forty- 
Third and each subsequent Congress shall be 
elected by districts composed of contiguous 
territory equal in number to the number of 
Representatives to which said States may be 
entitled in Congress, no one district elec:ing 
more than one Representative; provided, that 
in the election of Representatives to the Forty- 
Third Congress in any State, whieh by. this 
law is given an inereased number of Repre- 
sentatives, the additional Representative or 
Representatives allowed to such State may be 
elected by the State at large. and the other 
Representatives to which the State is entitled, 
by the districts as now prescribed by law in 
said State, unless the Legislature of said State 
shall otherwise provide before the time fixed 
by law for the election of Representatives 
therein. 

The third section provides that all acts and 
parts of acts in conflict with the provisions of 
this act are hereby repealed. 


Mr. MERCUR. If the House will give me 


| its attention, | will endeavor briefly to explain 


this bill, and the differences between the two 
bills. This bill was carefully considered by 
the Judiciary. Committee of the last House, 
In determining the number of members that 
should be fixed, regard was had to the pre- 


_vious action of this House, as well as the 


action of the Senate. It will be remembered 
by gentlemen who were members of the last 
Congress, that either at the first or the second 
session this House passed a bill fixing the num- 
ber of members at two hundred and seventy- 
five. It was sent to the Senate and amended 
by the Senate, the number being fixed at 
three hundred members. The House failed 
to uct upon the amended biil during that ses- 
sion. At the last session of the last Congress 
it was again carefully cousidered, and our com- 
mittee tixed upon two hundred and eighty as 
the proper number which we would reeom- 
mend to this House, and that is the number 
designated in the bill which | have offered as 
a substitute. In arriving at this figure we 
take as the ratio of representa‘ion the num 

ber of 187,800 persons, and dividing the popu- 
lation of each State by that number, we arrive 
at a result of something less than two hundred 
and eighty members. But by giving another 
member to each State which has a fraction 
greater than one half of 187,800, the whole 
number of members is brought up to just two 


hundred and eighty. 


The House wiil observe that we have acted 
upon general rules. Wherever a fraction was 
less than one half the number, we have made 
no allowance for it to the particular State, but 
wherever the fraction was greater than one 
half the number, we have given the State bav- 


| ing such excess an additional member; thus 


reaching in the aggregate the number of two 
Under this 
general provision, then, the representation of 
the States will be left in this manner: the only 
States whose representation will be lessened 
are the States of New Hampshire and Ver- 
mont. It was deemed advisable, so far as we 
could, not to suffer any States unnecessarily 
to lose any portion of their representation upon 
this floor, and by this bill those two States 
alone each lose one member. ‘The States of 
Maine, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Louisiana, Ohio, Florida, Oregon, West Vir- 
ginia, Nevada, and Nebraska will each retain 
their present representation upon this floor. 
The States of Massachusetts, New York, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Alabama, Mississippi, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Indiana, Arkansas, California, and 


| Minnesota will each gain one over their present 
| representation. 


The States of New Jersey, 
Pennsyivania, Georgia, Texas, Wisconsin, and 
Kansas will each gain two members over their 
preseut representation. ‘The States of Mis- 
souri, Michigan, and Iowa will each gain three, 
and the State of Lilinois will gain four. 

The distinction between the substitute which 








34 


I have just presented and the bill called up by 
the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. Farnsworrn | 
is in reference to the State of Illinois. The 
substitute which I have offered gives to his 
State one less than the bill which he has asked 
to have put upon its passage. In preparing 
this substitute we have not sought to frame it 
in the interest of any particular State, but 
have settled it upon general rules and princi- 
ples, giving to each State which has a fraction 
greater than a moiety an additional member, 
and withholding it from all those States who | 
have not a fraction greater than a moiety. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. On that point I) 
desire to ask the gentleman how his statement 


agrees with the representation accorded to | 


Missouri by his bill? I find that our fraction 


is greater than a moiety; but we do not get | 


credit for that fraction in the gentleman’s bill. 
We are entitled to thirteen members, but his 
bill gives us only twelve. 

Mr. MERCUR. 
representation at 157,800. 


126,129, and therein lies the difference. 
Mr. FINKELNBURG. 
tion of division, | suppose? 

Mr. MERCUR. 
course the fraction will be greater. 


Mr. FINKELNBURG. No, sir; the num- 


her of Representatives is the same, two hun- | 


dred and eighty. 

Mr. MERCUR. It is very true that the 
whole number is the same, but there is a dif- 
ference between assuming as the ratio for a 
Representative 137,800 persons on the one 
hand, and 136,119 upon the other hand. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG, Is not the result 


arrived at in each case by dividing the whole | 


popuiation by 280? 

Mr. ME RCUR. No, sir; I beg the gen- 
tleman’s pardon, but if he 
honor to follow my remarks, he would have 
eeen how wearrived at a different result. This 
is the way in which if, was done: 
population of each State and divide it by 
137,800, and that leads to the result which we 
have arrived at in the bill I present. 
not take the whole population of the United 
States and divide it up. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
answer me a question? 

Mr. MERCUR. Certainly I will. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Upon the gentle- 


man’s basis of 137,800 persons to a member, 


Will the gentleman 


how many members will that give altogether? | 


Mr. MERCUR. I will answer the gentle- 
man from Illinois, if he will first permit me to 


conclude my answer to the gentleman from | 


Missouri. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 

Mr. MERCUR., 
souri desired to know how large the fraction of 
Missouri would be. 
tion of Missouri, which is 1,721,295, and divid- 
ing it by 137,800, it leaves them a fraction of 
67,695, and you will observe that 67,695 is not | 
one half of 137,800; and, therefore, we do not 
allow them an additional number. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG, One more question. 
How do you arrive at the ratio of 137,800? 

Mr. MERCUR. LI arrived at it in the first 
place somewhat arbitrarily. The object was 
to keep the whole number as low as two hun- 
dred and eighty, and yet to give to each State | 
that had a fraction greater than a moiety a | 
member for that fraction. 

Now I will answer the gentleman from IIli- 
nois, if he will please repeat bis question. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. How many mem- 


Certainly. 


bers will there be altogether upon a basis of || 


137,800 to a member ? 

Mr. MERCUR. Without making any allow- 
ance for fractions? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The question is, 
how many times does 137,800 go into the 
entire population of the United States ? 

Mr. MERCUR. IT have not made the cal- 


Our bill fixes the ratio of | 
This circular or | 
tabular statement which has been laid upon | 
our tables fixes the ratio of representation at | 
It is only a ques- | 


If the ratio is less, of | 


had done me the | 
I take the | 


We do | 


The gentleman from Mis- | 


Now, taking the popula- | 


i 
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| culation this session, but, if my memory serves 

me right, it would go about two hundred and 
seventy-six times, being four less than the | 
aggregate number of me »mbe rs we propose. 

| Mr. FARNSWORTH. Thenthe Sear ethene | 
are arrived at arbitrarily ? 

| Mr. MERCUR. Those fractions in the 

| aggregate get a little more than their repre- 

| sentation. 

amount of fractions above the ratio is consid- 

erably more than the aggregate amount of 

fractions less than the ratio. 

Mr. WILLARD. [| would inquire with what 
view the number of 280 was selected? 

Mr. MERCUR. I stated in my remarks at 
first that it was done out of regard to the 
action of both Houses of Congress at a pre- 
vious session. Another view wasto endeavor 
to so frame the bill that as few States as possi- 
|| ble should have their representation lessened 
in this House. Under this bill only two States 
have their number lessened. 

I will now proceed to refer to the statement 
found upon our tables, and to answer the in- 
quiry made by the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Maynarp.] 

This statement, under the head of two hun- 
|| dred and eighty members, fixing the ratio of 
apportionment at 136,119, is purely arbitrary. 
It lays down no general rules in reference to 
fractions, or in reference to Representatives. 
Gentlemen who have this table before them 
will observe on looking at it that in the State 
of Arkansas there is a fraction of 76,114 after 
three members have been assigned to it, which 
fraction is much greater than the half of the 
ratio of representation ; and yet thisstatement 
makes no allowance to Arkansas for that 
|| large fraction. Then, passing the eye down 
the column to the State of Rhode Island, there 
will be found a fraction of 81,234. Yet the 
statement makes no allowance whatever to 
Rhode Island for that large fraction of popu- 
lation, cutting down the representation of the 
State to one member only, and ignoring alto- 
gether the fractional population, very much 
greater than one half of the assumed ratio. 

I know not who procured this statement to 
be made, nor in what interest it is prepared, 
but certain it is, that it does not go upon any 
general rule giving an additional Representa- 
tive to a State that has a fraction greater than 





States that have less than such fraction. It 
does give to the State of Illinois an additional 


half the ratio. If my hasty reading is correct 
'| of the bill the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
FARNSWORTH] is advocating, then, so far as 
representation is concerned, my bill is sub- 
stantially the same as his; but both of them 
| are clear departures from the inequality that 
appears in the statement that has been laid 
upon our tables. 

Now, in addition to this principle, which I 





| present as a substitute provides for some other 
contingencies. It is known to members of 
| this House that in some of the States they have 
|, only biennial sessions of the Legislature, and 


'| in some of those States their Legislatures will | 
| not meet this winter unless they are specially | 
conveued for this purpose. Hence I have pre- | 


pared a section providing that in any State 

that may have its representation increased un- 
| der this bill, and that shall not be redistricted | 
| before next autumn, then next fall, at the | 
one election, and one election only, they may | 
elect such additional member or members by | 
a vote of the State at large, but requiring them 


j 





eral rule by which each district shall elect by 
| a seperate vote. It strikes me that is a pro- 
vision which is just and wise, and which will 


save those States that have only biennial ses- | 


sions of their Legislatares the great and un- 


| necessary expense of convening their Legisle- | | 


|| tures for ‘the purpose of re districting the States. 


In other words, the aggregate | 


one half of the ratio, and withholding from | 


Representative for its fraction greater than one | 


believe to be just to all the States, the bill I | 


at all subsequent elections to conform to a gen- | 
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r to do so, and does not make it obligatory upoy 
| them. 

I believe I have pres sented the prominent 
points and features in which my substitu, 
differs from the bill of the gentleman thems 
\| Illinois, [Mr. Farnswortn.] As I have 
already stated, it received the careful consid. 
1 eration of the committee of the last Congress, 





| 

|| in which it was perfected, and I believe tha; 
|| if passed it will do justice to all parts of the 
| ° country. 

|) Mr. ¥ INKELNBURG. I desire to ask the 
|| gentleman one more question; whether it js 
not the fact that in the circular which has beep 
placed upon the desk of every member, the 
ratio of representation for two hundred and 
eighty members is obtained by dividing the 
total population of the United States by 280, 
while the ratio employed by the gentleman ig 
an arbitrary one? 

Mr. MERCUR. The gentleman from Mis. 
souri [Mr. FINKELNBURG | can see as well as | 
can, and has had as ample opportunity as | 
have had to see from the statement before him 
how the ratio is arrived at. The heading for 
two hundred and eighty members assumes the 
ratio of 136,119. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. Is not that obtained 
by dividing the whole population of the United 
States by 280? 

Mr. MERCOR. I think not. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. I think it is. 

Mr. MERCUR. Our thoughts differ; the 
gentleman is entitled to his, and 1 to mine. 

Mr. NIBLACK obtained the floor. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Willthe gentleman 
yield to me? 

Mr. NIBLACK. For a few minutes, I will. 
« Mr. FARNSWORTH. I understand that 
the only difference between the bill of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Mercur] and 
the bill under consideration by this Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and which is the bill of my 
late colleague, Mr. Cook, not now a member 
of this House, is this: the bill before this 
committee allows the State of Illinois nine- 
teen members, while the bill of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania allows that State but eight- 
een members. ‘That is really the difference 
between the two bills, barring a provision or 
two at the conclusion of the bill of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, which are probably 
proper enough. 

Now, in order to get at the conclusion at 
which he has arrived, he has arbitrarily made 
his ratio or basis 137,800 of population, thus 
|| differing from the method by which my late 
colleague arrived at his conclusion, and from 
the method by which the Census Bureau has 
arrived at the conclusion presented in this 
table, in this: that they take the whole popu- 
lation, and by a simple division arrive at a 
basis, letting the division carry them wherever 
it may, logically, mathematically, and arith- 
metically. Now, it willbeseen by these tables 
that under the system or method by which the 
Census Bureau has figured out its conclusions, 
the State of Illinois has a fraction of eighty- 
|| nine thousand and upward beyond the eight- 
een members to which it is entitled by the even 
numbers; that, dividing the whole population 
of the United States by 280, the basis of rep- 
resentation is 136,119. Thus it is seen that 
the State of Illinois, having as an excess a 
fraction of 89,700, has much more than a 
moiety of the number entitling it toa member, 
much more than half of 136,11S. 

As to the case of Missouri, which has been 
referred to by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. Mercur, j I think myself that Mis- 
souri ought to haveanother member. Missouri, 
like Illinois, has a fraction larger than a moiety 
|| of the number entitling it to a member. In 
that respect, however, the gentleman’s bill ¢ and 
Mr. Cook’s bill ere alike; for both of them 
give Missouri but twelve members. Both gen- 
tlemen have fallen into the same error in this 
regard, and a like error tothatin the table. I 














i At all events, it leaves it optional with them shall therefore move to amend the bill by giv- 
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ing to the State of Missouri thirteen members, 
enlarging to that extent the number of mem- 
bers constituting the House of Representatives. 

In these tables there also has been a mis- 
take made in allotting the members to Arkan- 


sas 


and Rhode Island; but in these cases Mr. | 


Cook was more accurate than the tables. He | 


has 


given to the State of Rhode Island two | 


members, and to the State of Arkansas the | 


number to which it is entitled by its fraction ; | 


so that no correction of the bill is required in 
respect to those two States. Now, by simply 
amending Mr. Cook’s bill so as to give the 
State of Missouri thirteen members instead 
of twelve, you have it mathematically correct. 


In this way you make the aggregate number || 


of members two hundred and eighty-two in- 
stead of two hundred and eighty-one ; and thus 
you reach a number arithmetically as accurate 
us it can be made. 

There is nothing arbitrary about it, nothing 
forced ; it is only the logic of figures and the 
logic of population. That is all we ask. We 
do not ask the benefit of any presumptions. 
Presumptions should be indulged, if at all, in 
favor of the newer States rather than the 


older ones; for the newer States are not yet | 


full in respect to population, but will grow 
during the next decade, as they have during 
the last. If any presumptions are to be in- 
dulged in favor of fractions in some States 
while they are not indulged in favor of like 
fractions in other States, those presumptions 
should favor the new States rather than the 
old ones, because the new States will come 
up to their quota within the next one or two 
years, while the old States will rather dimin- 
ish in population. But we do not ask to be 
favored by any such presumptions. We simply 
ask that the logic of the increased population 
of different States shall be enforced by law. 
Mr. Cook, in framing this bill, did not arbi- 


trarily make an iron bedstead for his State | 


and other States and then square figures and 
fractions to correspond with his system; but, 
as nearly as he possibly could at that time, 
before the tables were sufliciently made up, 
or as accurately made up, perhaps, as they 
have been since at the Census Bureau, he fol 
lowed the simple rules of arithmetic and 
arrived at these results. Iam sorry that the 


gentleman from Pennsylvania should propose | 


the change which his bill embodies. It seems 
to be a **drive’’ particularly at the State of 
Illinois to deprive it of one member to which 
it is entitled. 

When I made the motion to go into the 
Committee of the Whole I had not examined 
these tables with reference to the State of 
Missouri; my attention has been called to that 


point since, and upon examination I think | 


that Missouri should have thirteen members 
instead of twelve. I will make a motion to 
amend the bill in that regard. 


Mr. SHELLABARGER. 











There are two | 


questions I would like to ask the gentleman. | 


In the first place, I observe that, under the bill 
which he advocates, Ohio, while it has a pop- 
ulation about one hundred and twenty-five 
thousand greater than that of Illinois, gets the 
same representation. 
out on the principles or the arithmetic of the 
gentleman? 

Let me ask the gentleman from Illinois 
another question for information. Is there 
any deduction—I wish the gentleman’s atten- 
tion—is there any deduction made in this bill 
for that portion of the male population of some 
of the States over twenty-one years of age who 
are deprived of the right of vote? Ought the 
States to be given a full right without regard 
to such deprivation? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I understand this 
bill makes no provision for any such deduc- 
tion. 


Mr. SHELLABARGER. in- 
— We are required by the law to deduct 
this element of exclusion when we have been 


furnished by the Superintendent of the Census 


One more 


How is that worked | 





with the number of those over twenty-one 
years of age who are denied the right to vote. 
Now, can we go forward and make an appor- 
tionment in disregard of that fact? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The gentleman from 


Ohio who has put this question can answer | 


it himself as well as I can. 

Mr. NIBLACK. 
yield much longer. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
of the Committee on the Ninth Census in the 
Forty-First Congress, | had occasion to look 
into this question, and a fact was brought out 
in that investigation which, I believe, is not 
generally understood by the members of this 
House, that by the fourteenth amendment of 


the Constitution the basis of representation | 


has been radically changed. Formerly the 
representative population of the United States 
was the whole actual population. 
fourteenth amendment there was to be sub- 
tracted from the total population of each State, 
in order to get the representative population, 
a number to be ascertained as follows: all 
male persons twenty-one years of age were to 
be put down in one column, and in another all 
male persons twenty-one years of age who were 
denied the right to vote in any State for any 
other cause than crime or participation in 
the rebellion. Now, when those two sums were 


found, the ratio they bore to each other was | 


the proportion to be subtracted from the total 


population in order to get the representative | 


population. The committee then proceeded 
to inquire what classes of persons were thus 
denied the suffrage under State laws. I hold in 
my hand the report of that committee, in which 
it was shown what classes were excluded from 
the suffrage in the different States, as follows: 

Men were denied the suffrage: 1. On 
account of race or color, in sixteen States ; 2. 
On account of residence on lands of United 
States, two States; 3. On account of residence 
less than required time in United States, two 
States; 4. On account of residence in State 
less than required time, six different specifica- 
tions, thirty-six States; 4. On account of resi- 
dence in county, city, town, district, &c., eight- 
een different specifications, thirty-seven States; 
5. Wanting property qualifications or non- 
payment of taxes, eight specifications, eight 


States; 6. Wanting literary qualifications, two | 


specifications, two States; 7. On account of 
character or behavior, two specifications, two 
States; 8. On account of services in Army or 
Navy, two States; 9. On account of pauper- 
ism, idiocy, and insanity, seven specifications, 


twenty-four States; 10. Requiring certain oaths | 


as preliminary to voting, two specifications, 


five States; 11. Other causes of exclusion, two | 


specifications, two States. 

Here are eleven classes of causes why male 
citizens were excluded from the right to vote 
on other accounts than crime or participation 
in the rebellion. How to find out what was in 


fact the representative population of each was | 


a difficult question, and the committee finally 


I do not know that I ean 


As a member | 


Under the | 
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concluded to recommend, and did recommend, | 


and it was carried into the census taken last 
year, that there should be two columns set 
down in the census table, putting into the first 


column the number of all male persons twenty- | 
| one years of age, and in the second the num- || 
ber of all male persons twenty-one years of || 


age who were excluded from the suffrage on 


any other ground than crime or participation | 


in the rebellion. ‘Those two columns would 
show two sums whose ratio would be the per 


cent. to be subtracted from the actual popula- | 


tion in order to give the representative popu- 
lation. 

Now, I understand that this calculation has 
not yet been made in the Census Olfice, and 
of course the result does not appear either 
in the table before us or in the two bills now 
under consideration. In the State of Massa- 
chusetts, for example, people are deprived of 


the suffrage on account of inability to read |, 


and write. 


| first step in this legislation. 


stitutional amendment which I have indicated, 
must be subtracted fron) the total population 
of Massachusetts before we can know what is 
her representative population. If in the 
southern States men are still denied the right 
to vote in censequence of race or color, or 
for lack of property qualification, their total 
must be reduced accordingly. I do not know 
how large the sum to be subtracted is in any 
State. I am aware that the facts were very 
difficult to ascertain, and perhaps the results 


|| may not change the number of Represent- 


atives in any State; but it is clear that we 
ought to have all the facts before we proceed 
to fix the relative numbers of Representatives 
of the States. The Census Office should be 
called on for a report on this subject. as the 
I desire at this 
time only to state the case as it stands, that 
the House may act intelligently. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I now resume the floor, 
and move that the committee rise. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Will the 
gentleman, before making that motion, allow 
me to offer an amendment for the purpose of 
having it printed? 

Mr. NIBLACK. 
for that purpose. 

The amendment was read. It proposes to 
add, as an additional section, the following: 

That the election of all Representatives in Con- 
gress shali ve held on the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday of November of each alternate year, except 
in cases of special elections ordered to fill a vacancy. 


I yield to the gentleman 


There was no objection, and the amendment 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I now insist on my motion. 

Mr. CREBS. Will the gentleman allow me 
to offer an amendment to-morrow ? 

Mr. NIBLACK. I propose to offer an 
amendment to-morrow myself. 

The motion that the committee rise was 


agreed to. 


The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Bur 


| FINTON reported that, according to order, the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had had the Union generally under con- 
sideration, and particularly the special order, 
being House bill No. 243, for the apportion- 
ment of Representatives to Congress among the 
several States according to the ninth census. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, 

Mr. BECK obtained leave of absence for ten 
days. 

Mr. RITCHIE obtained leave of absence 
for a like period. 

Mr. COX obtained leave of absence 
M onday next. 

Mr. ST. JOHN, on account of sickness, 
obtained indefinite leave of absence. 

Mr. VOORHEES obtained leave of absence 
for one week. 


WITHDRAWAL 


until 


OF PAPERS. 

Mr. BEATTY by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to withdraw from the files of the 
House the papers in the case of J. B. W. 
Haynes. 

EXCUSED FROM COMMITTEE SERVICE, 


Mr. LYNCH asked to be excused from serv- 
ing on the Committee on the Pacific Railroad. 
There was no objection, and it was so or- 
dered. 
THANKSGIVING DAY. 
Mr. PERCE, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 474) to make Thanks- 


giving Day a national holiday; which was read 


| a-first and second time, and referred to the 


Committee on Education and Labor. 
FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT. 

Mr. WHITELEY, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a joint resolution (H. Rk. No. 50) 
as tothe enforcement of the second section of 
the fourteenth amendment ; which was read 


All such persons, under the con- || a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
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mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. : 
SELAH V. REEVE. 

Mr. CONGER, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 475) for the relief 
of Selah V. Reeve; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


RECONSIDERATION OF 


Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider all 
references of billsand resolutions made to-day ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

And then, on motion of Mr. DICKEY, (at 
four o’clock p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


REFERENCES. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 


under the rule, and referred to the appropriate | 


committees: 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
S. Agier Chace and 16 others, trustees of the 
Five-Cent Savings Institution of Fall River, 
Massachusetts, praying for the repeal of the 
internal tax on savings banks. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee: The peti- 
tion of Jacob F. Broyles, of Washington 
county, Tennessee, praying to be released from 
his political disabilities. 

Also, the petition of Charles M. Meek, of 
Jonesboro’, Tennessee, praying to be relieved 
of his political disabilities. 

By Mr. COX: ‘The petition of Elizabeth 
Herzberger, for arrears of pension, X&c. 

By Mr. DONNAN: The petition of James 
H. Felt, for arrears of pension. 


;Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts: The || . ; 
By Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts: The || And I think that the colored people owe it to 


petition of Paul Adams and others, citizens of 
Massachusetts, for the prompt repeal of the 
tax on deposits in savings institutions, 


By Mr. NEGLEY: The petition of L. H. 


Potterfield, of Loudoun county, Virginia, for | 


relief, 
sy Mr. TWICHELL: The petition of Elliott 
Five-Cent Savings Bank and other institutions 
for savings, for repeal of tax on deposits. 
Also, the petition of the Provident Institu- 
tion for Savings in the town of Boston, for the 
same purpose, 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


The following papers were withdrawn from 


the files of the House, and referred under the | 


rules : 

By Mr. ARCHER: The papers of the 
Association of the Roman Catholie Clergy of 
Maryland, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 
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Prayer by Rev. J. G. Burier, D. D., Chap- 
lain of the House of Representatives. 


recommended to Congress, as to accepting the 
proposal of the International Steamship Com- 
pany for the creation of American steamship- 
building works for the construction of ocean 
steamers; in favor of aid in a similar manner 
to the Western [ron Steamboat- Building Com- 
pany ; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I present 
a petition which is described as twenty-one feet 
and a half long, but it is very brief, and I will 
read it. It is as follows: 

“The undersigned, tax-payers residing in Boston, 
county of Suffolk, State of Massachusetts, respect- 
fully pray that the duty on salt be abolished.” 

As I believe there is a bill from the other 
House on that subject now before the Senate, 
I move that the petition lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER. I will also present a peti- 
tion from colored citizens of Albany, New 


York, which I will read: 


‘The undersigned, citizens of the city of Albany, 


New York, respectfully petition your honorable | 
body to pass the bill now before the Senate, known 


as Senator SuMNER’S supplementary bill to the civil 
rights bill. Weask it because we are the subjects 
ot the injustice it designs to reach and affect, and 
because the end is desirable for the sake of consist- 
ency, and because without it the thirteenth, four- 
teenth, and fifteenth amendments to the Constitution 


| fall short of their full effects and benefits.” 


I have already presented during this session 
one petition of this character from the colored 
citizens of Brooklyn, New York. This is from 
Albany, New York. I have numerous letters 


from different parts of the country showing 
| that the colored people are justly aroused on 


this question. Iam not astonished. We are 


told that— 


‘“Who would be free, themselves must strike the 


blow.” 


themselves, owe it to the great cause through 


| which they have been enfranchised, to insist 


by petition, and in every possible way, that 
equal rights shall at last be established through- 
out the country. Until they are secured in all 
institutions established or regulated by law, 
much remains to be done. As this subject is 
before the Senate, I ask that the petition lie 


| on the table. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ay- 
THONY inthechair.) That order will be made, 
if there be no objection. 

Mr. SUMNER. I would say, Mr. President, 
that it seems to me the Senate cannot do better 
than to proceed at once to the consideration of 


| the supplementary bill now on our Calendar 


to carry out the prayer of these petitioners. 


| I think if Congress would make a Christmas 


| present to the colored citizens of the United 
| States of the rights secured by that bill it 


_ would be one of the greatest Christmas pres- 
/ents in all human history. 
| Congress might be so inspired. 


I wish that the 


I] now present, sir, another petition, which 
is from Sherman W. Adams, of Hartford, 


| Connecticut, in which he asks Congress to 


assume a supervising control over railroads in 


The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was | 


read and approved. 

Hon. J. W. Fianacan, from the State of 

Texas, appeared in his seat to-day. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, communicating, in compliance with a 
resolution of the Senate of March 20, 1871, 
a letter of the Superintendent of the Census, 
transmitting a report of the number of per- 
sons employed in obtaining the ninth census, 
the time employed, the amount paid to each, 
&c.; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed, 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented resolu- | 


tions of the Union Merchants’ Exchange, of 
St. Louis, Missouri, indorsing the policy sug- 
gested by the Secretary of the Navy, and 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
j 
i 


| reasons at some length. 


the United States, when such railroads are not 
local in their nature; and he sets forth his 
I move that this 
petition for the present lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FENTON. I present a memorial of 


| several booksellers, publishers, and job print- 


ers at Binghamton, New York, manufactur- 
ers of envelopes, who represent that the Goy- 
ernment is delivering envelopes free through 


/ ment inthe year 1869 of $134,489 70, and 


that it cannot fall short of $200,000 during 
the present year. They protest against this 
practice of the Government, and ask for the 
abolition or repeal of the law authorizing it. 
I move that the memorial lie on the table for 
the present. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WILSON. I present a petition signed 
by a large number of wounded soldiers at the 
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National Asylum at Dayton, Ohio, asking for 
a modification of the pension laws and a clas. 
sification of those laws. As the committees 
have not yet been appointed, I move that the 
petition lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I present a memoria] 


| from printers and stationers, manufacturers of 
| envelopes, in Manchester, New Hampshire, 


similar to that just presented by the Senator 


| from New York, [Mr. Fenron,] and I move 


that it be laid on the table for the present. 
The motion was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BROWNLOW asked, and by unani. 


mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a 
bill (S. No. 340) fixing the salaries of certain 
oflicers; which was read twice by its title, and 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
Mr. POMEROY. I ask leave to introduce 
a bill without previous notice. It is a bill to 
reduce the rates of compensation by telegraph 
and connect the telegraph with the postal 
service. A bill not precisely in this form, 


but a bill containing the substance of this, was 
| before the Committee on Post Offices and 
| Post Roads at the last Congress. 


It was re- 
ceived favorably by the majority of the com. 
mittee, but Congress took no action upon it, 
The bill has been modified somewhat. It is 
not original with me. Itis supposed now to 
contain the views of those who desire to coun- 
nect the telegraph with the postal service of 
the country, and it is with an earnest effort in 
that direction that I offer thisbill. I ask that 


| it may be read the first and second times, and 
| ordered to be printed, and that it lie on the 


table for the present, to be referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads 
when appointed. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 341) to reduce the 
rates of correspondence by telegraph, and to 
connect the telegraph with the postal service; 
which was read twice by its title, and ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. SCOTT. I ask leave, without previous 
notice, to introduce a biil to regulate the pay 
of commanding officers in the Navy. I will 
state that I introduce this bill at the request 
of a large number of commanding officers, 
whose names are attached to the petition that 
I presented yesterday. 

There being no ohjection, leave was granted 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 342) to regulate 
the pay of commanding officers in the Navy: 
which was read twice by its title, and ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 





| the mails at a loss to the Post Office Depart- || 





Mr. SUMNER. I desire to give notice that 
I shall on to-morrow or some subsequent 
day—probably to-morrow—introduce a bill 
to reduce internal revenue taxes and to abol- 
ish the office of the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue. It will be observed that the Presi- 
dent and the Secretary of the Treasury have 
already recommended the reduction of all the 
internal revenue taxes, except those on spirits, 
tobacco, cigars, and malt liquors; but they 
/make no recommendation with regard to the 
machinery of the office. It seems to me that 
the time has come when the office can be dis: 
pensed with, at the same time that the country 
is relieved of the taxes. I have prepared 4 
bill with that view, which, with the permis- 
sion of the Senate, I shall present to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I wish to give notice that 
on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, I shall 
introduce a bill to reduce and fix the number 
_ of officers in the various grades of the Navy, 


| 


| and for other purposes. 
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that when the 


Senate adjourns to-day it be to meet on Monday 
next. 
The motion was agreed to. 
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Mr. CAMERON. Yesterday a motion for 
the printing of the correspondence between | 


the late Russian minister and the State De- || 
|| to proceed, I take the liberty to move, with 


partment was postponed at my request. I 
now move that that correspondence be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


CONTUMACIOUS WITNESSES. 


Mr. RAMSEY. 
adjourn. ; 

Mr. SCOTT. I gave notice yesterday that I | 
should call up to-day two resolutions attached | 
to two reports that I made, and I should like | 
to have them acted upon, unless it is probable 
that they will lead to debate. 

Mr. RAMSEY. If the Senator has any 
business to lay before the Senate, I withdraw 
the motion to adjourn. I supposed there was 
no business before the body. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
to adjourn is withdrawn. 

Mr. SCOTT. Inow move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the resolution 
attached to the first report submitted by me 
yesterday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
lution will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following reso- 


lution : 

Whereas the two Houses of Congress did, by their 
eonecurrent resolution, passed on the 7th day of 
April, 1871, authorize and direct the appointment 
ot a joint select committee for the performance of 
certain duties, in said concurrent resolution speci- 
fied, the said joint select committee to be composed 
of members of the said two Houses; that is to say, 
of seven members of the Senate and fourteen mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives, which said 
joint select committee was duly appointed as by said 
concurrent resolution provided; and whereas, in the 
discharge and performance of the dutiesso enjoined 
upon them, the said joint select committee, on the 
3lst day of August, 1871, by subpena duly issued 
and served, did summon and command a certain W. | 
L. Saunders, of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, to ap- 
pear before said joint select committee and testify 
touching the matters and things which the said joint 
select committee were authorized and required by 
the concurrent resolution of the two Houses of Con- 
gress to examine and inquire into ; and whereas said 
W. L. Saunders did, on the 23d day of September, 
1871, appear beforea sub-committee duly authorized | 
by said joint select committee of the two Houses of 
Congress to take the testimony of witnesses then 
present and awaiting examination, and having so 
appeared and submitted to be examined as a wit- 
ness, did refuse to answer proper inquiries put to 
him in the course of the investigation by said sub- 
committee, thereby showing himself in contempt of 
the Senate of the United States, as well as the House 
of Representatives: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate of the United States, (the 
House of Representatives concurring.) That W. L. 
Saunders, of Chapel Hill, and State of North Caro- 
lina, a witness heretofore duly summoned before a 
joint select committee of the two Houses of Con- 
gress, having been lawfully required to testify before 
a sub-committee, duly authorized by said joint 
select committee to take his testimony, and having, 
in the course of the investigation, refused to answer 
proper inquiries put to him by the chairman of said 
joint committee, be forthwith arrested by the Ser- 
geant-at-Armsof the Senate, and brought before the 
Senate, at its bar, by the order of the Senate duly 
issued by the Vice President, under his hand and 


The reso- 


the seal of the Senate; and that said Saunders be || 


detained, by virtue thereof, by the Sergeant-at- 
Arms of the Senate until he answer for his contempt 
of the order of the Senate in the matter aforesaid, 
and abide such further order as may be made in the 
premises, 

Mr. SCOTT. In order to meet a question 
that has heretofore been made in reference to 
similar process, I ask leave to offer an amend- 
ment to the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reso- 
lution has not yet been taken up. The ques- 
tion is on the Senator’s motion, that the Senate 
proceed to its consideration. 

The motion was agreed to. 

_The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolu- 
tion is now before the Senate. 

Mr. SCOTT. I offer as an amendment, to | 
come in after the words ‘‘ Sergeant-at-Arms | 


of the Senate’’ in the resoiution, the words |, 


‘‘or any deputy appointed by him to exetute | 
the same.”’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CARPENTER. I call for the yeas and | 
nays on the passage of the resolution. I un- 


I move that the Senate || 


|| up. 
|| serious objection to that, I should be glad to 
| have him state to the Senate the grounds on | 


Mr. EDMUNDS. As this still stands as a 


concurrent resolution of the two Houses, and | 


RETIREMENT OF RUSSIAN MINISTER. | The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| || whether any of these recusant witnesses are in 


as I do not believe that to be the proper way 


entire friendliness to the object my friend from 
Pennsylvania has in view, to amend the reso- 


resolution of the Senate, by striking out all 
that part which makes it concurrent. 


| body directing the Sergeant-at-Arms, in the 
usual way, to arrest a culprit and bring him 
If my friend from Pennsylvania has any 


which he thinks that not to be the correct 
course. 

Mr. SCOTT. I did not desire to say any- 
| thing upon this resolution until somebody 
| should indicate some dissent to some portion 
of it, hoping that it would perhaps meet the 
sanction of the Senate without any discussion. 


risen to answer that, [ may as well state briefly 
the views that have influenced the committee 
in introducing this resolution. 

If it were certain that the witness who has 
| refused to answer before the committee could 


question of his liability to answer be determ- 
ined judicially, | presume, in the light of 
the recent disposition of the Senate as to 
action upon questions of this character, the 
matter would not have been brought before it. 
But, upon looking at the act of Congress on 
this subject, whatever may be the opinion of 
| the Senate or of members of the Senate as to 
the power of the committee to compel wit- 
nesses to testify before them, I felt satisfied 
that if the question had been left to be settled 


to apply to such cases, for a reason which | 
will now state to the Senate. 

The act of Congress reads—I refer now to 
the act of January 24, 1857: ° 


“That any person summoned as a witness by the 
authority of either House of Congress to give testi- 
mony or to produce papers upon any matter before 
| either House, or any committee of either House of 

Congress, who shall willfully make default, or who, 
| appearing, shall refuse to answer any question per- 
tinent to the matter of inquiry in consideration 
before the House or committee by which he shall be 
examined, shall, in addition tothe painsand penal- 
ties now existing, be liable to indictment as and for 
a misdemeanor, in any court of the United States 
having jurisdiction thereof, and on conviction shall 
pay a fine notexceeding $1,000 and not less than $100, 
and-suffer imprisonment in the common jail not less 
than one month nor more than twelve months.’’ 





appeared and been sworn, has declined to tes- 
tify before a joint committee. He has not 
declined to testify either ‘‘ before either House 
of Congress,’’ or before ‘‘ any committee of 
either House of Congress.’’ ‘This act being a 
penal act, will of course have to be strictly con- 
strued, and if this witness were indicted for 


not meet his case. He was not called ‘* before 
either House of Congress’’ nor before ‘‘a 
committee of either House of Congress,’’ but 
before a joint committee, a committee ap- 
pointed by the concurrent action of both 
Houses; so that when we came to look at this 


reluctance of the Senate as recently manifested 
to compel witnesses to testify in examination 
before them, we should be required to bring 
this case before the Senate, if for no other 
purpose, to show the necessity of an amend- 
ment of the law, so that if the Senate will not 
| vindicate its own dignity by requiring witnesses 
| to answer, there may be aplace in the judicial 
| tribunals where we may go hereafter. 

| Mr. CARPENTER. 


| me to ask him a question? 





derstand the liberty of the citizen is involved. | 


| Mr. SCOTTY. 


Certainly. 


Mr. CARPENTER. I desire to know, before 


lution so as to make it the simple and usual | 


Thus | 
|| amended it would read, a resolution of this 


be indicted under the act of Congress, and the | 


It will be observed that this witness, having | 


{| 


The Senator from Vermont, however, has | 
indicated one question simply, and having | 


by judicial decision this witness could not be | 
indicted under the act of Congress intended | 





refusing to testify, the act of Congress would | 


question we found that notwithstanding the | 


Will my friend allow | 
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| Lam compelled to vote on this proceeding, 


(because I regard that as a jurisdictional fact, ) 


any way connected with the press? [ Laughter. } 

Mr. SCOTT. The investigations that have 
been carried on in the late insurrectionary 
States do show that a large number of the 
brethren of this recusant witness are connected 
not only with the press but with the telegraph, 
and have control of it. 

Mr. CARPENTER. That I do not regard 
as material. If these particular men are not 
connected with the press I shall vote for this 
proceeding; but | want to know how that factis. 

Mr. SCOTT. I cannot inform the Senator 
from Wisconsin whether this particular wit- 
ness is connected with the New York Tribune 


| or any other newspaper. 


Mr. CARPENTER. My friend will allow 
me to make a suggestion. I think he should 
inform himself on that fact before he asks us 
to vote. [Laughter.] That is jurisdictional. 

Mr. SCOTT. I will, however, reter the 
Senator from Wisconsin to the testimony of 
the witness in full, which is an exhibit of the 
report, where he will find the occupation and 
residence of the witness stated. I do not now 
remember it. 

Having stated the motive which induced the 
committee to report the case, | now come to 
the point which is presented by the Senator 
from Vermont, remarking that no other ques- 
tion of jurisdiction or of the propriety of the 


| summons, or of the manner of serving the 


summons, Gan arise in this case, because the 
witness has appeared, has been sworn, and has 
answered some of the questions that have been 
propounded to him. He has declined to an- 
swer other questions; and the sole point which 
the Senator from Vermont now presents is 


| whether we ought to pass a separate resolu- 


tion of the Senate or pass a concurrent resolu- 
tion requiring him to be brought before the bar. 

I agree that the refusal of a witness to an- 
swer a question which is pertinent to the mat- 
ter of inquiry before a joint committee is a 


'contempt of each House of Congress, and it 


is possible that each House of Congress may, 
if they think the occasion requires it, deal 
directly with the witness; but it certainly is 
contrary to the spirit of all legislation, and 
especially of all statutory and constitutional 
provisions in this country, that any man, either 


| criminal or witness, should be subjected toa 
| double penalty for the same offense; for while 


it is a contempt against each House, the refusal 
to testify is one act, and if it were to be assert- 


| ed that the witness may first be brought before 
| the Senate and dealt with here, may be sen- 


tenced to pay the costs of the attachment or 
undergo such confinement as the Senate may 


| impose upon him, and then the power ean be 


asserted in the other House, certainly it would 


| be a case that would not commend itself to the 
| American sense of right and of justice. 


i do not suppose that if one House were to 


|| deal with such a witness there would be a 


probability that the other would do so; but 
whether there be such a probability or not, I 
do not think it ought to be left, if the Senate or 
the House could avoid it, in the power of the 


| other House to deal with a witness who has 


once been dealt with by this body for an offense 
of this character. Looking at the only author- 
ity which I find in the elementary books on 
the question, in the Law and Practice of Legis- 
lative Assemblies, by Cushing, 1 find this 
with reference to proceedings betore joint com- 
mittees. I may say, before reading it, that 


'the searcity of precedents in cases of this 
_ character may, perhaps, be accounted for from 
| the fact that so great is the opposition to joint 
| committees in the English Parliament that it 
| is stated as a fact that no joint committee has 
| been appointed in that body since the year 


1695. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
be in this. 


Mr. SCOTT. 


And they never ought to 


That is a precedent that per- 
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|| for us to consider, at least, 
if not to follow. A portion of section two 
thousand end forty-fiveof Cushing reads thus: 


‘In Massachusetts, and in some others of the 
northern States, jointcommittees, consisting of un- 
equal numbers of the two branches, are appointed by 
a concurrent act; are emptoyed about the ordinary 
business of legislation; constitute one homogeneous 
committee, and mi: =e their report indifferently in 
either branch. These committees, as to their form 
and authority and mode s of proceeding, do not differ 
from the common select committees of a single 
branch, except that every vote in relation to them 
and their proceedings must be concurrent. The 
formercommittees are very sparingly, the latter very 
abundantly, used’’— 


referring to joint and separate committees. 
Looking at this as a statement of the parlia- 
mentary practice in relation to joint commit- 
tees, and at the considerations to which I have 
adverted with reference to the dealing 
with a witness, it was deemed advisable in the 
committee, as I stated yesterday, to report, 
with the sanction of the committee, a concur- 
rent resolution authorizing the Senate to deal 
with this recusant witness. That will then 
have disposed of the case before the commit- 
tee, and by authority of both Houses of Con- 
gress it will be in possession of the Senate. 

These are the reasons which have induced 
the present form of action. It will be for the 
Senate to determine whether there are other 
and countervailing reasons that will induce 
them to adopt the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Vermont. I have no preference 
on the subject. There is no object to be gained 
by either mode of proceeding outside of the 
mere question of bringing up and determining 
before the Senate whether this witness shall be 
required to answer. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Of course it is entirely 
immaterial as a practical question in regard to 
results, if it is not to be tested in any other 
way than by our judgment, which form is taken, 
because it 1s to be presumed that the other 
House would concur in this resolution; but it 
appears to me that, looking to legal results 
which might arise in a judicial investigation 
into the authority by which this man should be 
held, if he should be arrested, we should find 
much greater danger of his being discharged 
on habeas corpus by the Supreme Court, now 
sitting in the Capitol, or the supreme court of 
ihe District, under an arrest on this concur- 
rent resolution, than under an arrest upon a 
simple resolution of the Senate. If the author- 


haps it might be we 


already 


ity to punish this contempt is only a concur- | 


rent authority which resides in the two Llouses 
together, then | submit to my friend from 
Pennsylvania that the logical and inevitable 


inference and result is that it is a power which | 


cannot be delegated, and it must be exercised 
by both Houses in some form to be got at. If 


only the judgment and decision of the two | 


Houses whose dignity has been assailed ( which 


is the theory of this resolution) can condemn | 


this man to punishment then | think my friend 
will agree with me that the House of Repre- 


sentatives cannot delegate its part of that | 
but it |} 
must be exercised, like all other judicial power, | 


judicial function to us, nor we to it, 


in solido in some way. What the difliculties 
may be of reaching that way may be another 


question; but lam now only speaking of the | 


prineiple. 
If this man is guilty of a contempt of the 


two Houses jointly, for which we proceed |! 
against him, and he is to be deprived of his || 


liberty therefor under the judgment of thetwo 
Houses jointly, then that judgment must be 
one which does not come through delegation 
to us, or to the other House, but the judg- 
ment of both, not only upon the fact that he is 
to be arrested, but upon the questions which 
arise after every such arrest, as to whether he 
has in fact been guilty of contempt, and if so, 
what punishment shall be awarded therefor. 
It seems to me it is impossible to resist that 
conclusion. ° 

On the other hand, what is the nature of a 
joint committee? It may be entirely true, as 
my friend reads from Cushing, that whatever 
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direction is to be given to a joint committee, ll double jurisdiction that has been exercised 


raised by concurrent resolution, must be given 
by the two Houses, for the reason that the 
whole body of the committee, or its two parts 
acting together, is not the representative of 
either House alone as to what it is to do, but 


each body of its memberscomposing the com- | 
of their own | 


mittee is the representative 
House; and, therefore, whatever indignity is 
committed under their proceedings upon them 
or upon their authority immediately, in my 


opinion—and it seemsto my mind very plain— | 


transmits itself to the rights and to the powers 
of each House separately. For example, sup- 
pose some member of a joint committee should 
be guilty of a gross impropriety and contempt, 
disorderly conduct, if you please, could it be 


said thatthe action of the two Houses was requi- | 


site to his punishment? By no means. If 
that impropriety were committed by a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives it would 
be solely for the House to deal with him. If 
it were committed by a member of this body, 
it would plainly be for us to consider the case, 
and to take the proper action about it. 

My theory of a joint committee, Mr. Presi- 


| dent, is simply that so far as it relates to the 
| dignity 


and powers of the Houses represented 
by there members in that joint meeting of their 
respective constituents it is entirely separate 
and several ; and while, for convenience, they 
constitute a joint body of representatives from 
each, representing each in some joint work 
which they wish to accomplish, the power that 


ach branch of that committee derives is a | 
power derived from its own source, because 
| the House of 


tepresentatives cannot confer 
upon members of this body, in my opinion, 
any powers at all; neither can we confer upon 
members of the House of Representatives any 
powers; and all that the authority which my 
friend has read goes to show is, that so far as 


the joint action of these agents is concerned, it 


must be authorized by the joint action of their 
respective principals, which is plain enough 
in the law of agency, or anywhere else. It 


|, is a simple proposition, and [ submit to my 
| friend that it falls far short of covering the 
| question we now have before us. 


Then, if Iam right in supposing that if this 
be, as this resolution proceeds upon the 
hypothesis that it is, a contempt in its nature 
joint and not several, (and it cannot very well 
be both joint and several,) it must plainly fol- 
low that you must have the ultimate judicial 
action of both Houses in some way to punish 
it. If, on the other hand, the nature of this 
contempt is several to each of the two inde- 
pendent bodies who have a right to inquire, 
either by acting together or by acting sepa- 
rately, into matters of this kind, then it belongs 
to each body to punish for a contempt if it 
sees fit. ° 

It is true this latter view is open to the moral 
objection, as it always is in many such cases, 
that a man might be punished twice, not for 
the same offense, but for the same act, which 
act might in and of itself be an offense against 
two separate and distinct jurisdictions at the 
same time. ‘The Supreme Court of the United 


| States have decided that question over and 
|| over again in cases of counterfeiting and for- 


gery, and crimes of that sort, where the same 
act by the laws of all the States is an offense 
against the State law, and is at the same time 


|| an offense against the United States under its 
| statutes against forgery and counterfeiting the 


coin and currency of the country; and the 


| Supreme Court now sitting in the Ca ee have 


decided more than once, as my friend is aware, 
that there is no constitutional or even moral 
objection to a man’s being twice punished for 
the same act, if that act, done maliciously 
and knowingly, was at the same time two sep- 


arate and distinct crimes against two separate 


and distinct jurisdictions. How far it would be 
wise to go in mitigating the punishment under 
each authority is quite another question. 

It has never yet happened that in this 








ought to be adopted. 


| from the foundation of the country ao 
| counterfeiting and forgery, any counterfeite, 
or forger got more than he deserved, or tha: 


the moral sentiment of the community was 
shocked by an excess of punishment for the 
same act. That is a question which refers 
itself to the expediency in the judgment of 
the body as to the extent of punishment 


| which shall be inflicted in view of the fact tha: 


another jurisdiction has already punished 
the party, or may do so. So that, looking at 
it in the light of a mere question ‘of law and 
proper procedure, I am satisfied myself that 
the true and only safe course, if the questi yn 
were brought under judicial investigation, 
would be for the Senate to treat this as a con- 
tempt againtits own dignity and its own rights, 
and to punish it without undertaking to obtain 
a delegation of power from another body to 
that end. Ofcourse, if the Senate think other- 
wise, I shall acquiesce cheerfully ; but that 
being my opinion, | have thought it right io 
move this amendment. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, this com- 
mittee was created by the joint authority of 
the two Houses. The contempt, therefore, is 
against the joint authority of the two Houses, 
Suppose each House should proceed separately 
to punish this contempt, and suppose they 
should proceed simultaneously, these parties 
could not be in the custody of the Sergeant-at- 
Arms of each House at the same time. The 
case differs from that where a State and the 
General Government have concurrent jurisdic- 
tion in regard toacrime. There there is but one 
crime to be punished, and whichever party gets 
jurisdiction of the person first has the right to 
punish him, but here, according to the argu. 
ment of the Senator, there are two offenses, 
one offense against the dignity of the House 
of Representatives and another against the 
dignity of the Senate, so that the cases do not 
agree. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend will pardon 
me for interposing, [ beg to suggest that 1 am 
sure he misunderstood my statement as to what 
the decisions have been. The decisions have 
been exactly the way I stated, and not as my 
friend states. The Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States has decided explicitly—I can send 
for the authority if my friend would like to see 
it—that in the cases referred to there were two 
distinct offenses arising upon the same act of 
forgery or counterfeiting, and that whichever 
sovereignty got possession of the offender first 
would of course punish him upon other prin- 
ciples that are plain enough, but that would not 
prevent the other sovereignty when it got him 
from punishing him also. 

Mr. MORTON. The effect of the resolu- 
tion offered by the Senator from Pennsylva- 
nia will be simply that both Houses will au- 
thorize the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate or 
his deputy to arrest these refractory witnesses 
and bring them before the Senate. It seems 
to me it is proper, as both Houses created the 
joint committee, that both Houses should 
authorize the arrest of the refractory witnesses. 
Then, when these witnesses are brought before 
the Senate, the Senate has a right to hear 
them, has a right to try them upon the theory 
of the Senator. It makes no difference, then, 
whether his theory is right or not, because the 
Senate has jurisdiction anyhow. ‘These wit- 
nesses were subpenaed by the joint authority 
of the two Houses. Why may they not be 
arrested by the joint authority of the two 
Houses? And then if, according to this reso- 
lution, they are brought before the Senate, 
upon the Senator’s own theory the Senate has 
a right to proceed and try the contempt. It 
seems to me that theoretically the resolution 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania is right. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President, apart 


from any practical consequences to result from 
this amendment offered by the Senator from 
Vermont, it seems to me very plain that it 
We are acting in this 
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matter judicially; we are setting a precedent, 
and the time might come when the Senate 


. 
might desire to punish a contempt of this body || 
aud could not get the aid and concurrence of | 


the House of Representatives to do it. It 
would therefore be a very inconvenient prece- 
dent for us now to set, that we cannot punish 
a contempt of this body unless the House of 
Representatives concur in our punishing it. — 

| have always regarded this power, while it 
is a delicate one, to be employed with prudence 
and diseretion, yet one of the indispensable 
powers of this aud of every other legislative 
and judicial body, and ] do not desire to see 
it frittered away. I regard it pretty well set- 
tled that we cannot punish a contempt of the 
Senate without the consent of the press; but 
lam not willing to put the further condition 
upon it, that we must also have the consent of 
the House of Representatives. 

These men have been subpenaed before a 
joint committee, and have refused to testify. 
Now, one of two things is certain; their refusal 
to testify under these circumstances is or is 
not a contempt of the Senate. If itis not a 
contempt of the Senate, we have nothing to do 
with it. If it isa contempt of the Senate, 
nobody else has anything to do with it. This 
resolution proposes to arrest these men under 
one authority and have them punished under 
another. ‘There may be a difference between 
this case and others that have occurred, grow- 
ing out of the fact that these men were sub- 
penaed by joint action, for then the question 
comes whether their refusal to answer is a 
contempt of this body or not; bat when we 
determine that it is, we must proceed like a 
court to punish a contempt of this body. We 
cannot punish a contempt of the House of 
Representatives ; they cannot punish a con- 
tempt of the Senate. Wedo not need their 
assistance, and for the benefit of the future we 
should not invoke it. If there is any doubt 
whatever that the refusal of these men to tes- 
tify before a joint committee is a contempt of 
this body let us determine that, and end this 
proceeding. If it be a contempt of this body, 
let this body punish. 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President, I do not desire 
to prolong this discussion, having brought the 
question here more for the purpose of having 
the benefit of the experience of older legis- 
lators, and of having the precedent established, 
than of having the particular mode which is 
reported acquiesced in; but it does strike me 
that the starting-point in this inquiry is, by 
what authority was this witness before the com- 
mittee ? Was it by the authority of the Senate? 
Not separately. Was it by the authority of 
the House of Representatives? Notseparately. 
But it was by the authority of a joint resolu- 
tion passed by the Senate and the House of 
Representatives that the witness was before 
the committee. That was the authority which 
brought him there. Then it was by virtue of 
this authority, the authority of Congress, that 
the committee proceeded to examine him ; 
and when he declined to answer he was, as [ 
understand the law of contempt, in contempt 
of the authority which brought him there. 

It may very fairly be said that that was not 
only a contempt of the whole body of Con- 
gress, but that it was a contempt of each 
House of Congress; that one House may see 
roar to act upon it and the other may not. 

do not know that it necessarily follows that 
a Congress, which is required to act in legis- 
lation by the action of two bodies, shall, when 
that authority is condemned before a joint eom- 
mittee, undertake also to act as a joint body 
in requiring a witness to purge his contempt. 
It is a contempt, I take it, of each House. 
But when the question came up, this anomaly 
was presented: shall we punish in one House, 
leaving the witness to be punished in the other; 
or shall we have the anomalous proceeding of 
gathering together a joint convention of both 
Houses for the very dignified purpose of bring- 
ing this witness into contempt? 














| 

| Mr CARPENTER. Will my friend allow 
| me to ask him a question? 

| Mr. SCOTT. Certainly. 

| Mr. CARPENTER. Suppose these wit- 
| nesses are brought here under this resolution 
| and punished by order of the Senate, would 
that take away the jurisdiction of the House 
| of Representatives upon it again? 

| Mr. SCOTT. It may not take away the 
| jurisdiction ; but certainly the concurreuce of 
the House of Representatives in this resolu- 
tion is an acquiescence in the assumption of 


it; we will not follow this case.’’ It amounts 
to that, and I omly desired to call attention to 
| that fact, for I think that is the fundamental 
ground upon which the question rests—by 
| what authority was the witness before the com- 
| mittee? It was by the authority of Congress, 
| clearly. It was then in contempt of that au- 
thority that he refused to testify, and, having 
refused to testify, then, if it isa contempt of 
either House, either House may proceed to 
punish him for the contempt or require him to 
answer. 

Mr. CARPENTER. 
me once more? 

Mr. SCOTT. Certainly. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Is not an order for 
arrest a part of the proceedings to punish? 
| And if one House is to punish, should it not 
inaugurate the proceedings that lead to pun- 
ishment? The arrest, the examination, the 
purging of the contempt, and the final order, 
are to be the action of the Senate. 
House cannot give us auy authority to punish 
anybody. 

Mr. SCOTT. The order for the arrest is a 
part of the proceeding, and it is well enough 
to look at what follows. The order for the 


Will my friend allow 


committee. 
| to all proceedings before a joint committee 
the action must be concurrent, but when the 
order for the arrest has issued, by virtue either 
of the action of the Senate or the concurrent 
action of the Senate and House of Represent- 
| atives, the action after that does not relate 
specially to the proceedings before the com- 
mittee. It becomes, then, the judicial action 
of the Senate. We have the action of the 
committee before us, and I do not think that 
in the end it would be absolutely necessary 
that it should be followed out by the concur- 
rent action of both Houses in adjudging what 
the witness shall do or shall suffer. 

Mr. CARPENTER, I wish to ask my friend 
if itis not in analogy with all legal proceed- 
ings, to every attempt of a court of justice to 


‘attaching of jurisdiction? 
toward punishment. 
the first step alone, we cannot take the final 
step alone. 

Mr. SCOTT. The misapprehension of the 
Senator from Wisconsin seems to be of the 
same character with that which I thought I 
discovered in the statement of the Senator 
from Vermont; and that is, that this is a con- 
| tempt of the whole body of Congress, and can 
be nothing else ; that neither House can treat 
it as a contempt of itself. 
point on which I submit, with great deference, 
that I differ with the Senator from Vermont. 
While it may be taken to be a contempt of the 
| whole Congress, I think it may also be treated 
| asa contempt of either House; and therefore, 
while I have stated that I have no pertinacity 
about the manner in which this proceeding 
shall be carried out, and do not discover any 
‘great importance in the precedent which the 
Senator from Wisconsin has stated, I do desire 
| that in some form or other we shall get rid of 
this question. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, I should like to 
put a question to my friend, that I may under- 
|} stand him. He says that this may be treated 


It is the first step 


ee 
———— es 





the jurisdiction by the Senate to punish him | 
and amouuts to saying ‘‘ Take cognizance of | 


j 


The | 


arrest relates to the proceedings before the | 
The rule is that with reference | 
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|} Mr. 





punish any of these matters or punish any || 
crime whatever, to regard the arrest as the | 


| 





Now, there is the |! 


e 


as a contempt of the two Houses jointly. I 
ask him if this proceeding that he is now 
proposing in the form that he proposes it, dues 
not proceed upon the theory that the contempt 
which is to be punished is the contempt against 
the two Houves jointly? I should like the 
views of my frieud, that I may understand 
precisely what he means. 

Mr. SCOTT. I think it amounts to this, as 
I have already stated: it amounts to the ac- 
quiescence of the Louse of Representatives 
in the assertion that they will not follow tho 
contempt; that they say to the Senate, ** Pro- 
ceed and deal with this witness;’’ and afier 
that we deal with him in vindicating the dig- 
nity of the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then, if I understand 
my friend, this proceeding is, after all, to pun- 
ish a contempt against this body. 

Mr. SCOIT. Very well. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Do I 
correctly? 

Mr. SCOTT. I have already stated that I 
believe either House may punish a witness for 
contempt before a joint committee; but while 
I have stated that, | have also stated that it 
would be contrary to the principles of Amer 
ican jurisprudence that a witness should be 
punished before one body and be left punish 
able for the same act before the other. We 
desired to get rid of that anomaly in our pro- 
ceeding. That is really at the base of this 
mode of proceeding. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That I can understand ; 
but my friend does not answer my question. 
He does not yet tell me, so that | can under- 
stand it—probably it is my fault—whether the 
crime which he proposes to punish is the crime 


understand him 


| committed against the two Houses or the crime 


committed against this one. 

Mr. SCOTL. I have already indicated to 
the Senator as clearly as | could that it is the 
same offense, and that, being punishable once. 
it ought not to be punished again, and that we 

| may punish him for his contempt against the 
| Senate. 
EDMUNDS. Well, Mr. President, I 
'see that my friend is not anxious to answer 
the question in the precise form that I put it, 
' because he sees exactly where he would land. 
If thé contempt which this man has committed 
is the contempt against the two Houses jointly, 
‘and the same act may still be a contempt 
| against this House separately and against the 
| other House separately, then he reasons him- 
self into the conclusion that this man has com- 
mitted possibly three contempts instead of 
two. Now, 1 think he has committed only 
two—one against this body, and by the same 
act another against the other House. 

But the difficulty is on this theory, that this 
contempt which we are now going for is one 


|| committed against the authority that author- 
Now, if we cannot take | 


ized the committee ; that is, the joint authority. 


|| We all agree—my friend does not maintain 


otherwise, I am sure—that we cannot punish 
alone here, either by delegation or otherwise, 
such a contempt as that. We are therefore 
driven to the conclusion that when we catch 
this man we are to try him and adjudge him 
‘guilty and punish him if he turns out to be 
guilty fur a contempt against us. Then the 
effect of this resolution (and putting that con- 
struction upon it, it is of no great importance 
in point of principle) merely amounts to ask- 
ing the House of Representatives to consent 
that we may punish a contempt against our 
selves, and sherebs by implication, as it is 
supposed, to agree that they will not punish 


|| the same act, which was at the same time a 


| 
| 


contempt against them. Stated in that way 
| it ae seem to be almost a work of superero- 
|gation, bordering on the ludicrous, to send 
| over to the House of Representatives a reso 
lution asking them to consent to a proposition 
of that kind. 

So then, Mr. President, without occupying 
| the time of the Senate further, the more you 
| discuss it the more it seems clear to my mind 
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that we must either pursue one course or the || a contempt as to that committee merely; it is 
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other. If this is to be a concurrent proceeding || a contempt of that House which created, is 
under the authority of the two Houses, then || represented by, and is, if I may say so, incar- 
the two Houses must participate in it to the || nated in the committee. Now, by parity of 
end. If it isto bea separate proceeding on || reasoning, is there not force in the sugges- | 


the part of the Senate against this witness, then 


tion of the Senator from Pennsylvania, that, 
it is q! rt e a work of supe re rogal ion, 


although the two Houses were not en masse 
present when the witness refused, each House 
| was present, and both Houses were present, 


and one 
certainly not within the line of very wise pre- 
cedents, [| should say, to send over to the 
House of Representatives and ask their per- 
mission to allow us to punish a contempt 
against ourselve ° 

Mr. MORTON. 
question? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly. 

Mr. MORTON. Would a punishment for 
contempt in this body be a bar to subsequent 
punishment for contempt in the House of 


Representatives? 


' embody and represent both Houses? It seems 
|| to me that just there there is a little question 
May I be allowed to ask a || about that; and, if my friend from New Jersey 
|| will pardon me a moment further, [ wish to 
|| say that | agree entirely with him, and with the 


from Wisconsin, (as I understood him, al- 

though I was out during part of his remarks, ) 
| that all of this resolution proposed by the Sen- 

Mr. EDMUNDS. In my opinion most de- | ator from Pennsylvania cannot be right. 
cidedly not, hold that the same act || It 
has been a contempt against the dignity of each 
House, which the Constitution recognizes, and 
only recognizes as it respects themselves as a 
separate body. 

Mr. MORTON. Task the Senator then if 
that is not a broad distinction between this 
ease and the case he formerly put of punish- 
ment by the United States and by a State for | 
the same crime, because in that case the pun- | 


because | 
action of both Houses in order that jurisdic- 
| tion may attach, in order that the hand of the 


done that, he 
_resolution resolves, governed entirely by one 
House. In other words, [ submit to him that 
if for the future the Senate alone 


that power forthe present. If its prerogatives 


quent punishment by the United Stetes? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. By no means. On the 
contrary, the Supreme Court of the United 
States, as my friend will see if he will do them 
the honor to read their decisions, have ex- 
pressly decided that it is not 9, bar, that there 
are two separate and distinct crimes, and that 


upon him, if it requires the aid of the House 
'of Representatives to perform that act, its 

powers will be too slender in the future after 
| he has been captured and brought here. 
‘| upon the other question, whether this does 


| tempt has been offered to both Houses in the 
each sovereignty may punish notwithstanding | | presence of both, I should be very glad if the 
the other has punished, end to the ful! extent || Senator from New Jersey would enlighten us. 
that its own laws allow, and it is only a ques- | Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN,. Mr. Pr esident, 
tion for the judge in pronouncing sentence to |! my view of the case is that this was a contempt 

_ of both Houses of Congress; and unless there 


say (just as he would in the case of a long im- 
prisonment before trial, or if there were any || is a constitutional difficulty in bringing the 


other cause which should mitigate in the moral 
sense the extent to which he should go) how than those specified in the Constitution, the 
much punishment should be inflicted. 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. President, 


|| punish a contempt of the two Houses. There 
it seems to me that this question is a pretty || 1s a question there, however, whether if this 
plain one. If we are proceeding to punish a || proceeding were treated as a contempt of the 
contempt of the two Houses of Congress, then || two Houses, there would be any mode of trial 
the urrest ought to be made by the joint action || of the accused; and as there is no question in 


of the two Houses, and the accused be tried || my mind that it is a contempt of each House 
by the two Houses conjointly, as would be the | 


case in the event of a contempt when the two | 
Houses were together to count the votes of 
the Electoral College. If that is the proceed- 
ing. then the warrant ought to issue in the 
sh ipe propo ed by the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania. But it is also perfectly clear that the 
witness may have committed a contempt | 
against the Senate or against the House of 
Representatives, which is the case proposed | 
by the Senator from Pennsylvania, for he is 
treating the case as a contempt against the | 
Senate, and in that view of the subject it seems 
to me that the proceedings ab initio ought to | in the presence of both. 
be by the Senate, without any reference what- || to say, 
ever to the House of Representatives. | that would be a contempt against both Houses, 
Mr. CONKLING,. Before the Senator from || itwould also bea contempt against each House, 
New Jersey sits down, I should like to ask him || and either House could proceed, and when one 
a question. The point which he presents very || House had proceeded and exhausted so much 
clearly is precisely the point of difficulty, with || of its powers as it thought should be expended, 
one exception. He says that if the two Houses || it would be for the other House to abstain alto- 
in joint convention sat here or in the other || gether, in consequence of what the first House 
Chamber aud a contempt should occur, it || had done, or to mitigate the rigors of what it 
would be the function of the two Houses to || might do, as the Senator from Vermont said, 
visit that contempt. Now, just there I ask || as would be the case with a court taking into 
him this question: when the two Houses, not || consideration antecedent punishment. 
sitting in body, but having appointed a joint || ‘There is one practical suggestion about this 
committee to represent them for a special || matter which I believe has not been made, and 
purpose, experience a contempt, are not the | which, I think, would fortify very much the 
two Houses pro hac vice present? Does not || position of the honorable Senator from Penn- 
this joint committee represent and embody || sylvania, if he would resort to it. I think 
the two Houses? Is it not the actual presence || there is that in the history of the country, and 
of the two Houses for this purpose? | in this class of proceedings, which would go 
In asking the question, I begalso to make a || very far to show that both Houses are required 
suggestion to the Senator. A contempt taking || to punish effectually a witness who refuses to 
place before a committee of one House is not i answer; and that if one House alone has the 


| proper course here would be to let the pro- 
ceeding be by action of the Senate. I entirely 


the jurisdiction attaches by the issuing of the 
warrant, and that if we intend to try the 
accused in the Senate, if this is the court to 
try, this is the court alone that ought to issue 
| the process. 

| Mr. CONKLING. Then, as I now under- 
| stand my honorable friend, this proceeding has 
the same attributes that it would have if this 


lunderstand him now 
end there [ agree with him, that while 





|| two Houses together for any other purposes | 


| proceeding might go on as a proceeding to | 


| of Congress as well as of both, I think the | 


i 

|| agree with the Senator from Wisconsin that | 
i! 

| 

| 


Senator from Vermont, and with the Senator | 


cannot be that he must invoke the joint | 


law may be laid upon this man, and that, having || 
can proceed in manner, as this | 


has the | 
power to deal with this man, the Senate has 


But | 


| not very closely resemble a case where a con- | 


|| man had committed a contempt of both Houses || 





l 


| authority, 


| in the committee delegated to personify and | 





| at the trial. 


| the person of a joint commiitee. 
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power to do that, it is not this one. I think 
a practical argument might be made which 
would go very far toward establishing in this 
case, or in any other, that if in truth there |. 
power enough in either House of Congress ty 
make a witness obey the law, this House jg 
badly selected as the one to possess and wield 
that power. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, as I stateq 
before, this committee was raised by the author. 
ity of the two Houses; the oath was adminis. 
tered to this witness by the authority. of the 
two Houses; the subpena was issued by the 
authority of the two Houses; and if he jg 


_arrested for a contempt of the joint author. 


ity thus represented by that comnnittee, that 
arrest should be ordered by the two Houses, 
Where a committee is raised by the two 
Houses, and an alleged contempt is committed 
against that authority, there should bea judy. 
ment of the two Houses whether there hus 
been a contempt. It is not competent for one 
House to adjudge and determine that there 


| has been a contempt against the authority of 


the two Houses. 

This may be an inconvenience growing out 
of joint committees ; it may be a reason why 
joint committees should not be raised ; but is 
it not the logical result of the contempt of the 


authority of a joint committee? And to carry 
ishment by the State would be a bar to subse- || and powers be not broad enough to lay hold | 


it further, when. we come to pass a resolution 
of punishment for this contempt, should it not 


receive the sanction of the other House? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. It would on your theory, 
certainly. 


Mr. MORTON. It would on my theory, 
and it seems to me it would logically; for is it 
competent for one House to determine whether 
the authority of the two Houses has been vio- 
lated? The other House might come to a 
directly different conc!usion on the subject. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then [ ask my friend 
why it is not also the necessary logical result, 
as [ think it plainly is, that the other House 
must not only concur in the judgment, but 
assist at the trial? 

Mr. CONKLING. And in every step? 

Mr. MORTON. No, not necessarily assist 
The two Houses do not act to- 
gether. In the formation of the joint com- 
mittee they act separately, and it is competent 
for a concurrent resolution to authorize these 


| parties to be brought before either House, but 


when they come they come by the same au. 
thority that raised the committee, that issued 


‘the subpena, that authorized the oath to be 


administered. As I said before, the contempt 
is against the authority of the two Houses in 
Must not 
the existence of that contempt be determined 
by the judgment of the two Houses; for if we 
should come to the conclusion that there was 
a contempt, and the House of Representatives 
should come to the conclusion that there was 
not a contempt, (and we very often differ on 
questions of law and questions of fact,) what 
would be the condition of the case? It seems 
to me that logically this arrest should be made 


| by the authority of the two Houses, and if a 


witness is brought before the Senate it should 
be by the authority and coneurrence of both 
Houses. 

Mr. CARPENTER. May I ask the Senator 
a question? 

Mr. MORTON. Certainly. 

Mr. CARPENTER. If the action of both 
Houses is necessary to arrest this man, neces- 
sary to convict him, as I understand the Sen- 
ator to mean by saying that such action is 
necessary to a determination that a contempt 
has been committed, is it not.necessary that 
the action of both Houses should concur in 
fixing the punishment? In other words, must 
there not be two separate trials for the same 
offense, which is the difficulty the Senator from 
Indiana wishes to avoid. 

Mr. MORTON. No, sir. In that case the 

fixing of the punishment would be by the same 
It seems to me both Houses should 
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oncur. The resolution passed here will go 


7 EDMUNDS. But I wish to ask my 


friend from Indiana how, if the man is brought 
rere, . . . . 
means of determining first whether guilt ex- 
jcts unless they try? How are the House of 
Representatives to pass a resolution that this 


man is 
the evidence before them, hear the explana- 


tions, . 
ment, soas to beable to pronounce judgment? 
They certainly cannot pass a resolution to con- 
sign this man to prison or set him at liberty, 
on the principle of pronouncing judgment, 


the House of Representatives have the | 


guilty or is not guilty, unless they have | 


hear the witnesses, and hear the argu- | 


| 
| 


to another, itseemsto me, the concurrent action 
of both Houses would be needed. Therefore 


| I think the safe way and the logical way is to 


treat this as a contempt of the Senate, albeit 
the House of Representatives may have been 
treated with contempt at the same time, and 
to proceed to redress that so far forth as the Sen 
ate may adjudge that the facts demand; and the 
House, as my friend from Wisconsin suggests, 
van take care of itself or can waive, owing to 
what has been done here, the necessity of 
exercising any authority whatever. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I think 


| there is more difhiculty in this question than 


unless they have the evidence on which that || 


judgment is to proceed. 
the evidence second-hand by its being sent 


They cannot have | 


over to them, on any principle that I under- | 


stand. 

Mr. MORTON. The 
fact that by the concurrent resolution the 
House authorizes the Senate to proceed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But can the House of 
Representatives delegate to us that authority 
to try a man for an offense? 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I do not 
quite agree with these analogies which Sen- 
ators adopt on both sides about trying a man 
for acrime and punishing him; and I think 


we are led a little astray by going into such | 
I rose, however, for another pur- | 


matters. 
ose. ‘ 

I beg to present to the Senator from Indiana 
the precise point which, with the little reflection 
I heve given to this matter, seems to me to dis- 
tinguish the case from such a one as he treats 
it. If by the Constitution a third body could 
be formed, consisting of the members of the 
two Houses, his argument would be complete 


in case a contempt should arise in that body. || 
If now, for illustration’s sake, it was provided |, 
that once in a period of years there should be 


a body assembled, composed for convenience 
of the persons selected as the members of the 
two Houses, there would be a distinct exist- 


ence, and in that would be merged the other | 


character of the two Houses, and, perhaps, of 
the members. But now the case, I submit to 
the Senator, is this: here are two Houses, 
each complete in itself; acting separately, 
each as a House; they concur in erecting a 
committee, in delegating an agency to certain 
members of each House. That does not fuse 
or amalgamate these two Houses or the mem- 
bers of the two at all; but each stands sep- 


arate, isolated, intact as it was before; and | 
when a witness is guilty of disobedience of the | 


lawful behests of this committee, representing, 
not the whole body of the two Houses, but rep- 





resenting both Houses, each being an entirety || 


and complete, then, I submit to the Senator, a 
several offense is committed—an offense is com- 


mitted against each court there represented, | 


and whose jurisdiction is there defied or in- 
vaded ; and it does not matter at all, it seems 
to me, that in the same act in which the wit- 


ness commits a contempt against this body | 


he commits a contempt against another body 
also, which is all the time independent and 
Separate. 

| submit to the Senator that there is the 
point of deviation, there is the distinction 


between this case and such a case as this would | 


be if what he says were strictly applicable to 


it; and then, as the Senator from Vermont | 


very cogently says, how can the House of Rep- 


resentatives add to or take from the attributes | 


of this body in respect to punishing a con- 
tempt or dealing with a witness? Surely, it 


seems to me, the only way to progress upon | 


that idea is, as my friend from Wisconsin sug- 
gests, by treating this from beginning to end, 
in every one of its steps and stages, as a pro- 
ceeding pending in the two Houses sitting 
together, each being a part of a joint conven- 
tion made of the two, and acting as a whole ia 
a proceeding to one part of which as much as 





Senators are perhapsaware of ; certainly much 
more than I supposed when the question was 
first mooted. ‘The only authority of the House 
of Representatives or of this body to punisha 
contempt, | believe, grows out of the power 


| conferred upon us by the Constitution in that 
Senator omits the || 


clause which gives to each House the power to 
determine the rules of its proceedings. Under 
that authority given by the Constitution the 
Senate may pass rules, may organize commit- 
tees, may punish contempts, and do all the 
ordinary acts done by a parliamentary body 
or by a court to maintain its self-respect, to 
enforce its order, and preserve decorum in its 
proceedings. 

I know of no other provision of the Consti- 
tution which gives the Senate any power what- 
ever to punish for a contempt, or to organize 
committees, or the like. The law seems to 
have been framed on the same idea. All the 
laws which have been passed on the subject 
are framed merely to punish a refusal to tes- 
tify before a committee of either House. There 
is no reference in the law which is provided 
to enforce the constitutional provisions to 2 
refusal to testify before a joint committee. Its 
terms are applied simply to a refusal to testify 
before either House of Congress or before a 
committee of either House of Congress. Now, 
as | understand the Senator from New York, 
he suggests that this joint committee may be 
regarded as two several committees, the Sen- 
ate portion of it as a Senate committee, and 
the House portion as a committee of the 
House. 

Mr. CONKLING. That may be so, if my 
honorable friend will allow me; but I do not 
say that because itis not importanthere. I only 
say that each House acts as a House in ¢om- 
posing that committee; that the two bodies do 
not act each as parts of one House, but that 
each House separately delegates.and appoints 
certain members to serve on that committee. 
Whether after it is formed it is a committee 
in severalty or a joint committee, is another 
question; but my point is that the bodies 


behind the committee are the two Houses | 


separately, each complete in itself. 
Mr.SHERMAN. I do not see what author- 
ity the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania 
has to administer an oath to this witness except 
the authority conferred on him by the law ; and 
unless he is chairman of a committee of this 


| body, I do not see how he gets the authority 
| to administer this oath. 


Mr. SCOTT. The Senator will allow me 
to say that the resolution which raised the 
committee authorized the committee to admin- 


| ister oaths. 


Mr. SHERMAN, That still does not solve 
the difficulty. The law itself does not give to 
a joint committee, by name, the power to 
entorce the attendence of witnesses. It does 
give to a select committee of cither House, or 


| to a standing committee of either House, or 
| to either body itself, the power to enforce such 


attendance. Now, unless the two Houses bya 
concurrent resolution can enlarge the scope 
of the law, the concurrent resolution referred 
to does not changethelaw. If the lawlimits 
the power to punish for contempt, we must be 
| guided by the law and we cannot change it by 





| a mere concurrent resolution of thetwo bodies. 
| If the law says that either House itself, or a 
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committee of either House, may enforce the 
attendance of a witness, may direct that a 
citizen be arrested and brought here, I do not 
see how a mere concurrent resolution can 
enlarge the power conferred by law. 

In regard to this matter, I desire to pursue 
that course which will bring these witnesses 
before us, hold them here, punish them to the 
extent of our power, and compel them to 
testify; but I have very great doubts whether 
we have the power, as the law now stands, to 
enforce the attendance of these witnesses. At 
least I do not see that the power is conferred 
by law. The question has occurred to me, 
how could an indictment be framed under this 
law to punish any man for a violation of it 
who should refuse to testify before a joint 
committee? Isubmitto any lawyer who should 
sit down to frame an indictment whether he 
could find the language of the law broad 
enough to cover the case of a refusal to testify 
before a joint committee of Congress. The 
Senator from Pennsylvania, I believe, suggest- 
ed that doubtwhen he rose. I think we ought 
to proceed cautiously and slowly in this mat: 
ter, so as to pursue a course that will not leave 
our power in dispute. 1 hope the question 
will go over until next week unless the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania is particularly desirous 
to press a vole now. 

Mr. POMEROY. If this matter is to go 
over, | suggest, with a view of economizing 
time, that we take a recess of half an hour, 
after which the list of committees may be 
reported and adopted to- day, as we have agreed 
to adjourn over until Monday. I move, there- 
fore, that the Senate take a recess until two 
o'clock. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at one 
o’clock and twenty-two minutes p. m.) the 
Senate took a recess until two o'clock, at 
which hour the Sénate resumed its session. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I move that the Sen- 
ate proceed now to the election of the standing 
committees. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I now move that 
the rules requiring an election be suspended, 
and that the list which I send to the desk be 


| appointed. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Connecticut asks unanimous con- 
sent to suspend the rule requiring the election 
of committees by ballot. Is there objection? 
The Chair hears none. The Senator from 
Connecticut now offers a resolution, which wiil 
be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the following be the standivg com- 
mittees of the Senate for the present session: 

On Privileges and Elections — Messrs. Sumner, 
(chairman,) Morton, Rice, Carpenter, Logan, Hill, 
and Thurman. 

On Foreign Relatione— Messrs. Cameron, (chair- 
man.) Harlan, Morton, Patterson, Schurz, Hamlin, 
and Casserly. 

On Finance—Messrs. Sherman, (chairman.) Mor- 
rillof Vermont, Fenton, Scott, Ames, Wright, and 
Bayard. 

On Appropriations — Messrs. Cole, (chairman,) 
Sprague, Sawyer, Edmunds, Windom, West, and 
Stevenson. 

On Commerce—Messrs. Chandler, (chairman,) Cor- 
bett, Kellogg, Spencer, Buckingham, Conkling, and 
Vickers. 

On Manufacturee— Messrs. Hamlin, (chairman,) 
Robertson, Sprague, Gilbert, and Johnston. 

On Agriculture—Messrs. Morton, (chairman,) Fre- 
linghuysen, Robertson, Lewis, and Davis of West 
Virginia, 

On Military A ffaire—Mesars. Wilson, (chairman,) 
Cameron, Morton, Ames, Logan, West, and Blair. 

On Naval Affaire—Messrs. Cragin, (chairman,) 
Anthony, Nye, Osborn, Ferry of Michigan, Alcorn, 
and Stockton. 

On the Judiciary—Measrs. Trumbull. (chairman,) 
Edmunds, Conkling, Carpenter, Frelinghuysen, Pool, 
and Thurman. 

On Post Offices and Post Roade—Messrs. Ramsey, 
(chairman,) Pomeroy, Gilbert, Cole, Hamlin, Ferry 
of Michigan, and Kelly. 

On Public Lands—Messra, Pomeroy. (chairman,) 
a Osborn, Sprague, Windom, Logan, and Cas- 
serly. 

On Private Land Claims—Messre. Davis of Ken- 
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(chairman,) Ferry of Connecticut, Caldwell, 
Bayard, and Blair. 

On Indian Affaire—Messrs. Harlan, (chairman,) 
Corbett, Buckingham, Frelinghuysen, Wilson, Cald- 
well, and Davis of Kentucky. 


On Pensions—Messrs. Edmunds, (chairman,) Tip- 


tucky, 


ton. Pratt, Brownlow, Hamilton of Texas, Logan, 
and Sauls ? jury. 
On Revolutionary Claima—Messrs. Pool (chairman, ) 


Brownlow,Corbett, Hill,and Davis of West Virginia. 
On Claima—Meeasrs. Howe, (chairman,) Scott, Pratt, 


Stewart, Boreman, Wright, and Davis of West Vir- 
geiDia. 

On the District of Columbia — Messrs. Patterson, 
(chairman,) Sumner, Lewis, Spencer, Sawyer, Hitch- 
cor k, and \ ickers, 


On Patente—Mesers. Ferry of Connecticut, (chair- 
man,) Carpenter, Morrill of Maine, Windom, and 
llamilton of Maryland, 

Morrill 


tin Public Lin ldinya and (frounda—Messrs. 
(chairman,) Trumbull, Sumner, Cole, 


of Vermont, 
and Stockton. 
On Territorics— Messrs. Nye, (chairman,) Cragin, 
Sehurz, Boreman, Hitcheock, Clayton, and Cooper. 
On the Pacific Railroad—Mesars. Stewart, (chair- 
Harlan, Rice, Fenton, Scott, Kel- 
loeg, Hitehcock, Ferry of Michigan, Cooper, and 


man,) Ramesecy, 
Kelly. 

On Mines and Mining—Messrs. Rice, (chairman,) 
Chandler, Flanagan, Tipton, Caldwell, Alcorn, and 
Saulsbury, 

On the Revision of the Laws of the United Statea— 
Mesers. Conkling, (chairman,) Carpenter, Stewart, 
Wright, and Hamilton of Maryland. 

On Education and Labor— Messrs, Sawyer, 
man,) Morrill of Vermont, Flanagan, Patterson, and 
Johnston. 

To Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of the 
Nenate—Measrs. Fenton, (chairman,) Windom, and 
Saulsbury. 

On Printing—Messrs. 
and Casserly. 

On the Library—Messrs. 
man.) Howe, and Sherman. 

On Engrossed Bille—Messrs. Buckingham, 
man,) Clayton, and Davis of West Virginia. 

On Enrolled Billea—Messrs. Carpenter, (chairman,) 
Lewis, and Kelly. 

Select Committee 
Messrs. Pomeroy, 
ard, 

Nelect Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities—Meesrs. Roberston, (chairman,) Boreman, 
Ames, Hamilton of Texas, Clayton, Vickers, and 
Stevenson. 

Select Committee on the Levees of the Mississippi 
River — Messrs. Kellogg, (chairman,) Trumbull, 
Schurz, Aleorn, and Blair. 

Nelect Committee on 
States—Messrs. Scott, (chairman,) Chandler, Rice, 
Pool, Pratt, Bayard, and Blair. 


The resolution was adopted, 
COMMITTEE ON RETRENCHMENT. 


Mr. CONKLING. I move that the Senate 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
will not be made for 
offer a resolution, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from New York withdraw the motion? 

Mr. CONKLING. I do not wish to stand 
in the way of the Senator. I do not know 
what his purpose is. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 


lution. 


Anthony, (chairman,) Howe, 


on the Revision of the 
(chairman,) Edmunds, and Bay- 


a moment. I desire to 


I desire to offer a reso- 


Several messages in writing were received || 


from the President of the United States by 
Mr. Porter, his Secretary. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena- 
tor from New York withdraws the motion. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. TI offer for adoption || 
the following resolution : 


Resolved, (the House of Representatives concur- 
ring,) That a joint select committee on retrench- 
ment, consisting of four members of the Senate and 
seven members of the House, be appointed by the | 
Presiding Officers of the two Houses, and that said | 
committee be instructed to inquire into the expend- 
itures in allthe branches of the service of the United 
States, and to report whether any, and what, offices 
ought to be abolished: whether any, and what, 
salaries or allowances ought to be reduced; what 
are the methods of procuring accountability in pub- 
lic officers or agents in the care and disbursement of 
public moneys; whether moneys have been paid out 
illegally ; whether any officers or agents or other 
persons have been or are employed in the service 
without authority of law, or unnecessarily; and 
generally how, and to what extent, the expenses of 
the service of the country may and ought to be cur- 
tailed. And also to consider the expediency of so 
amending the laws under which appointments to the 
public service are now made as to provide for the 
selection of subordinate officers after due examina- 
tion by proper boards; their continuance in office 
during specified terms, unless dismissed upon charges 
preferred and sustained before tribunals designated 
for that purpose; and for withdrawing the public 
service from being used as an instrument of polit- 


Alleged Outragea in Southern | 


I hope that motion | 


| 


(chair- 


Morrill of Maine, (chair- | 


(chair- || 


Rules— | 


ical or party patronage. 
authorized to sit during the recess of Congress, to 


| send for persons and papers, and ‘to report by bill or 


| 


| clerk for the term of six months 
Let it be printed and | 


| sideration ; 


and that said committee may appointa 
, and no more. 


otherwise; 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 
lie over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Illinois ask for the present con- 
sideration of the resolution? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I understand the Sen- 
ator from Vermont to object to its present con- 
otherwise I should ask for it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is a question for con- 


| sideration whether it is a wise thing to do, and 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


| 


| 











| consideration of executive business. 


| and twenty-five minutes p. 


| | want to look into it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
the rules. 


Mr. CONKLING. Then I renew my motion 


| to adjourn. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There are 


| some executive messages on the table. 


Mr. CONKLING. At the suggestion of 


the Chair, I will change the motion and move | 
| to proceed to the consideration of executive 


business. 
The motion was agreed to. 


REFERENCE OF PETITIONS AND BILLS. 


Mr. POMEROY. While that order is being 
executed, | move that all petitions, papers, 
and bills lying on the table be referred to 
their appropriate committees. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
The Senate thereupon proceeded to the 


doors were reopened, and (at two o’clock 
m.) the Senate 


adjourued. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 7, 1871. 

The House met at twelve o’clock m. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

MASTERS OF COASTING VESSELS. 

Mr. HALE, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 476) to relieve masters 
of coasting ae engaged in trade upon the 
frontiers of the United States from procuring 
and een manifests of cargoes, as now 
required by law; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT LYNCHBURG. 


Mr. DUKE, by unanimons consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No, 477) to provide for 
the erection of a building for the use of the 
post office, United States circuit and district 


| courts and internal revenue offices at Lynch- 
| burg, Virginia; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee ‘on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to 
be printed. 

PAYMENT OF PENSION 


Mr. HAY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 478) to provide for 
the payment of pensions through postmasters; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


BASIS OF REPRESENTATION, 


Mr. WILLARD, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he hereby i is, directed to furnish to the House of 
Representatives the following information, namely: 
the number of inhabitants, excluding Indians not 
taxed, in each of the States and Territories of the 
United States as ascertained by the last census; the 
number of male inhabitants of each State, twenty- 
one years of age and over; the number of male 
inhabitants in each State, bein ng twenty-one years 
of age, and citizens of the United States, whose right 
to vote in such State at any election for the choice 


Objection | 
| being made, the resolution will lie over under 
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That said committee be | 





After | 


|| fifteen minutes spent in executive session the 
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of electors for President and Vice President of th, 
United States, Representatives in Congress, thg 
executive and’ aoe officers of a State, or the 


| members of the Legislature thereof, is denied, Or in 








any way abridged, except for participation in rebel. 
lion or other crime. 


CODIFICATION OF POSTAL 
Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. 


regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of 
business being demanded, the morning hour 
commences at twelve o ‘clock and fifteen mip. 
utes p. m., and the House resumes the cop. 
sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1) to revise, 
consolidate, and amend the statutes relating 
to the Post Office Department, reported oy 
Tuesday last from the Committee on the Pog, 
Office and Post Roads, the pending question 
being upon ordering the bill to be engrossed 
and read a third time. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the Dill, 
and continued it, without concluding, until 
one o'clock and twenty-five minutes. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union upon the apportionment bill. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 1 move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Will not gentlemen 
allow the Clerk to finish the reading of the 
bill? I believe it is nearly through ; there 
are only two or three pages left. 

The SPEAKER. There are 
the bill unread. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I made my motion in 
order that the reading of the bill might not 
be absolutely finished to-day. It will take 
but a moment to finish it during the nexi 
morning hour. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. 


LAWS. 
I call for the 


two pages of 


I desire to say to the 


gentleman from Tennessee that 1 have moved 


that the House adjourn, believing that it will 


| expedite the consideration of the apportion. 


ment bill which he proposes to take up. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I withdraw my motion 


| until the sense of the House can be taken 
'upon the motion of the gentleman from Wis- 


consin. 
The SPEAKER. The motion of the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin takes precedence. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I did not call the atten- 
tion of the Speaker to the fact that the morn- 


| ing hour had expired, because I supposed the 
| gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Farnsworru] 


desired to go on with his bill. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has notified 
the House that he will not terminate by an- 


| nouncement any morning hour except. that of 


Monday; but, of course, a privileged motion, 
like that of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Maynarp, ] supersedes the morning hour. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. If the gentleman from 
Illinois is not allowed to proceed with his bill 
I shall insist on the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. AMBLER. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw that motion to allow me to introduce 
a bill for reference. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I suggest to the 
gentleman from Wisconsin that he do not 
press the motion to adjourn, but allow the 
gentleman from Illinois to go on with the post 
office bill and finish it. That will beso much 
time saved. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I should have no objec: 
tion to that, but there are gentlemen around 
me who have important matters to attend to 
this afternoon, and they think it will expedite 
legislation if my motion is pressed now. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. We might at 
least as well finish the reading of the bill. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. It will be finished dar- 
ing the next morning hour. 

Mr. MAYNARD. It is substantially fin- 
ished now. I prefer that it should not be 
completed to-day. 

The SPEAKER. 


The Chair desires to say, 
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| 

t this early stage of the session, not with any | 

Jisposition, of course, to lecture the House, | 

but merely to remind them, that on Monday | 

,orning every State is called, and the amplest | 

ppportunity is given for the introduction of | 

bills. A great deal of the regular business of | 

hhe House is interrupted by the introduction | 

nd reference of bills that might just as well | 

e introduced and referred on Monday morn- 

jugs. The Chair hopes that members will 

We make a point of introducing their bills during 
the hours specified and set apart for that pur- 

i pose. Every gentleman has the amplest op- 

portunity on Mondays, the rule requiring every 

tate to be called. if it consumes the entire | 

‘day. Itis not limited to the hour. The Chair | 

hopes that unless some peculiar exigency re- 

quires the immediate reference of a bill, gen- | 
tlemen will conform to this rule of the House, 

and he therefore discourages the asking of || 

leave for this purpose. 


WRITS OF ERROR IN CRIMINAL CASES. 


a Mr. AMBLER, by unanimous consent, in- | 
4 troduced a bill (H. R. No. 479) to allow writs | 
of error to be taken, in criminal cases, to the | 
Supreme Court of the United States; which | 
was read a first and second time, referred to | 


| 


3 
a 








2 


i 


to be printed. 

Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. 
the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. That is the motion of 
the gentleman from Wisconsin, that the House 
adjourn. 

Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. 
want. [ Laughter. } 

The question was taken on Mr. Evpripce’s || 
motion, and it was agreed to; and the House 
(at one o'clock and thirty-five minutes p. m.) 
adjourned until Monday. 


I now demand 


That is what I | 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropri- 
3 ate committees: 
¥ By the SPEAKER: The petition of H. B. 
| Hoskins, treasurer of the Gardiner (Maine) 

Savings Bank, and others, for the repeal of | 
> the present tax on savings institutions. 

Also, the petition of Anna Butterfield, for | 
pension. ; | 

By Mr. AMBLER: The petition of Rich- || 
ard B. Crawford, praying that the pension 
granted him as a private, for disability because 
of wounds received in battle, be increased to 
the pension of a second lieutenant, that being 
his actual rank at the time he received said | 
wounds. 

By Mr. HOAR: The petition of Hosea | 
Crane and others, of Millbury, Massachu- | 
setts, for the abolition of the tax on savings 
banks. 


xg 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 11, 1871. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
MAN, D. D. 

The Journal of the proceedings of Thursday 
last was read and approved. 

Hon. Wittiam T. Hamiiron, from the State 
of Maryland, Hon. Josuva Hit, from the 
State of Georgia, and Hon. MorGan C. Hami_- 
Ton, from the State of Texas, appeared in 
their seats to-day. 

REFERENCE OF PETITIONS. 

Under the general order made on Thursday 
last, the following petition and resolution were 
referred to the Committee on Finance : 


A petition of citizens of Massachusetts, 


praying that the duty on salt be abolished; and 

Kesolution of the Chamber of Commerce of 
New Orleans, Louisiana, asking for the refund- 
ing of the tax collected on cotton in the years 
1865, 1866, 1867, and 1868, 

The petition of citizens of the District of 
Columbia, praying the repeal of the charter 
of the Medical Society of the District of Colum- 
bia, was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

The following petitions were referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads: 

A petition of citizens of Binghamton, New 


York, praying that the sale of stamped envel- || 


opes be abolished ; 

A petilion of citizens of Nebraska, praying 
the establishment of a mail route from Ash- 
land to Palmyra, in that State; and 

A petition of: citizens of Pittsburg, Penn- 
sylvania, and a petition of citizens of New 
Hampshire, praying that the manufacturing 


| and selling of stamped envelopes by the Gov: 


ernment may be discontinued. 

The following petitions were referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

A petition of citizens of Brooklyn, New 
York, and a petition of citizens of Albany, 
New York, praying the passage of the bill 


| (S. No. 99) supplementary to an act entitled 


‘*An act to protect all citizens of the United 
States in their civil rights, and to furnish the 
means for their vindication,’’ passed April 9, 
1866; and 

The petition of Sherman W. Adams, of 
Hartford, Connecticut, praying for such legisla- 
tion as may establish general rules in relation 
to road-beds, tracks, gauges, bridges, depots, 
railway maps and guides, the qualifications of 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs: 


Navy praying an increase of their rates of pay ; 
and 
tesolutions of the Union Merchants’ Ex- 





By Mr. LYNCH: The petition of W. H. 
Colley, of Brunswick, Maine, fora pension for 
services in the United States frigate Potomac. 

Also, the petition of Mary Wood, of Naples, 
Maine, for pension. 

Also, the petition of Mary R. Loring, of 
Maine, for the removal of the five years’ lim- 
itation from the pension act. 

Also, the petition of David Loring, Simeon 
Snow, and Calvin Robbins, for pension. 

By Mr. PERRY, of Ohio: The memorial 
of A. Labrot, praying compensation for dam- | 
age to his grounds and shrubbery by the | 
United States Army during the war. 

By Mr. WADDELL: A petition of to- 
bacco manufacturers of North Carolina, to | 
abolish or abate the duty of tencents a pound | 
on block licorice. 
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PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


The following papers were withdrawn from 
= files of the House, and referred under the 
rules: 


By Mr. ARCHER: The papers in the case | 


to the Committee of Claims. 


of Bernard Swartz, of Maryland, and referred | 
\l 


policy suggested by the Secretary of the Navy, 
and recommended to Congress, as to accept- 


ing the proposal of the International Steam- 
| ship Company for the creation of American 
| steamship-building works for the construction 
of ocean steamers; in favor of aid ina similar 
manner to the Western Iron Steemboat Build- 


ing Company. 
The petition of E. B. Scott, of Mobile, Ala 


ical disabilities, were referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis 
abilities. 


mittee on Claims. 


| to the Committee on Pensions. 





inspectors and officers of railroads, the rates 
| of carriage of passengers and freights, &c. 
The following petition and resolutions were || 


A petition of commanding officers of the 


change of St. Louis, Missouri, indorsing the 


bama, and the petition of I. A. Powell, of || 
Alabama, praying the removal. of their polit- 


The memorial of Denis Sullivan, praying 
compensation for cotton destroyed by order 
of Major General Banks on or about the 27th 
day of April, 1864, was referred to the Com- 


The petition of honorably discharged wound- || 
ed soldiers, praying for an increase of pen- |) 
sions, and also for an increased allowance for 
the purchase of artificial limbs, was referred 


The letter of the Assistant Secretary of 
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| State, transmitting a copyof a dispatch of May 
25, 1871, from the United States consul at the 


'| city of Mexico, relative to the claimsof J. C. 


Beals and others, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

The following motion and resolutions were 
referred to the Committee on Printing: 

A motion by Mr. Anrnony to print additional 
copies of the President's message and accom 
panying documents ; 

A resolution by Mr, Ferry, of Michigan, to 
print the President’s message, and the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, in the German 
| language; and 
| A resolution by Mr. Suerman to print two 
_ thousand copies of the report of the Comp- 

troller of the Currency for the use of the 
Comptroller. 


BILLS REFERRED. 
| 


The following bills were referred to the Com 
mittee on the Judiciary: 

A bill (S. No. ) to regulate the civil ser- 
vice of the United States, and to promote the 
efficiency thereof; 

A bill (S. No. 826) to regulate certain 
actions in the Court of Claims by loyal owners 
of property seized under the act of March 12, 
1863 ; 

A bill (S. No. 328) in relation to the district 
courts of Alabama; 

A bill (S. No. 333) for the better organiza- 
tion of the district courts of the United States 

| within the State of Louisiana; 

A bill (S. No. 335) to amend an act entitled 
| **An act to enforce the rights of citizens of the 
United States to vote in the several States of 
this Union, and for other purposes ;”’ 

A bill (S. No. 336) to prevent and punish 
bribery and corrupt practices in the election 
of electors of President and Vice President 
| of the United States, and of members of the 

House of Representatives in the Congress of 
the United States; and 

A bill (S. No. 338) in relation to the office 
| of attorney of the United States for the dis- 
| trict of Louisiana. 

The following bills were referred to the 

Committee on Finance: 

A bill (S. No. 322) to authorize the Secre 
| tary of the Treasury to pay to the owners the 
proceeds of certain cotton seized in violation 
of instructions from the Treasury Department ; 

A bill (S. No. 323) to authorize compound- 
interest notes as a substitute for legal-tender 
notes ; 

A bill (S. No. 330) to provide for the reliet 
of sufferers by fire in the city of Chicago ; and 

A bill (S. No. 334) to restore the office of 
the director of the Bureau of Statistics. 

The following bills were referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs : 

A bill (S. No. 820) to authorize the restora- 
tion of Gilbert Morton to the naval service ; 

A bill (S. No. 329) for the relief of Charles 
W. Whitney; and 

A bill (S. No. 342) to regulate the pay of 
| commanding officers in the Navy. 
| The following bills were referred to the Com- 

mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads: 

A bill (S. No. 332) authorizing mail steam- 
ship service in the Gulf of Mexico between 
| the port of New Orleans, Louisiana, and cer- 
tain ports of the republic of Mexico; and 

A bill (S. No. 341) to reduce the rates of 
correspondence by telegraph, and to connect 
the telegraph with the postal service. 

The bill (S. No. 324) to extend the provis- 
ions of an act entitled ‘*An act for the finai 
adjustment of private land claims in the States 
of Florida, Louisiana, and Missouri, and for 
other purposes,’’ was referred to the Commit 
| tee on Private Land Claims. 

The bill (S. No. 325) to aid in the execution 
of the law against polygamy, and to prevent 
that crime in the ‘l'erritory of Utah, and for 
|, other purposes, was referred to the Committee 
|, on Territories. 


| The bill (S. No. 


o. 
Ve 


297 


327) to establish the collee- 
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tion district of Duluth, and to create St. Paul, 
in the collection district of Minnesota, a port 
of delivery, was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

The bill (S. No. 331) to amend an act enti- 
tled ‘‘An act granting pensions to certain sol- 
diers and sailors of the warof 1812 and the 
widows of deceased soldiers,’’ approved Ieb- 
ruary 14, 1871, was referred to the Committee 
on Pen ions. 

The bill (S. No. 337) for the reliefof Fanny 
A. Thompson was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

The bill (S. No. 339) for the relief of James 
Belger was referred tothe Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Ihe bill (S. No. 340) fixing the salaries of 
certain officers was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

COMMITTEE SERVICE. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, T ask the 
Senate to be good enough to relieve me from 
the duties of chairman of the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. I saw by the papers 
that my name wasin that position, and I desire 
to be excused, 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Massachusetts asks to be excused from 
service as chairman of the Committee on Priv- 
ileges and Eleetions, to which he was elected 
by the Senate on Thursday last. Is there ob- 
jection? The Chair hears none. The Senator 
is therefore excused. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a letter of the Secretary of the Navy, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the Senate of December 5, 1871, the 
report apd maps of the United States ship- 
canal expedition to the Isthmus of ‘Tehnan- 
tepec, Mexico; which, on motion of Mr. 
ANTHONY, was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. BROWNLOW presented the petition 
of Thomes N. McAffry, of Knoxville, Ten- 
nessee, praying that bis name be restored to 
the roll of pensioners; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SUMNER presented five petitions of 
citizens of Massachusetts, praying that the 


teers, praying for back pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


He also presented twelve petitions of citi- | 


zens of Vermont, residing in various counties 
of that State, praying that the duty on salt be 
abolished; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. PRATT. I present the petition of 
Bowen, Stewart & Co. and other firms, pub- 
lishers and stationers at Indianapolis, Indiana, 
praying Congress to abolish the sale of stamped 
envelopes by the Government, or to modify the 
existing Jaw authorizing their sale in certain 
particulars pointed out, so as to relieve them 
from unjust competition. | move its reference 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 


| Roads. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. PRATT. 
of William W. Speirs, late assistant surgeon 


'| United States Army, praying that the Sccre- 
| tary of War be authorized to pay him such 
additional sum of money as will make his en- | 


tire compensation equal to that of assistant 


i also present the petition | 
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out some Government aid for the developmen: 
of a railroad system. This projected railroad 
will develop a country some five hundred and 
eighty-eight miles in length, which now is prac. 
tically excluded from agricultural pursuits, | 
move that the memorial be referred to the 


| Committee on Public Lands. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of 
Sarah Graffam Glover, of Camden, Maine, 
praying to be allowed a pension in consequence 


| of certain services rendered by her husband dur. 


surgeon during the period of his actual ser- | 
| vice in that capacity and during the period of | 


as assistant surgeon. 
passed by the House of Representatives at the 
third session of the Forty-First Congress. It 


of January, 1871, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. I now move for an order 
that the papers and proofs in the case be with- 
| drawn from the Secretary’s office and referred, 


'| with this petition which [ now present, to the 


duty on salt be abolished; which were referred | 


to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of citizens 
of Massachusetts, praying that the sale of 
stamped envelopes be abolished; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. SUMNER. L also offer the petition of 
a large number of colored cilizens of Rhode 
Island, in which they ask for the passage of 
the bill which they say is known as Senator 
Sumyer’s bill supplementary to the civil 
rights bill. They set forth at some length their 
reasons in favor of the bill, saying that now, 
merely on account of color, they are treated as | 
though they were slaves, denied rights and | 
privileges accorded to others who are no more 
meritorious or better citizens. Being Senators 
aud Representatives in Congress, holding judi- | 
cial, executive, and other positions that usually 
command consideration, these do not protect 
them on railroads or steamboats, in taverns, 
in public schools, and other places where the 
law has control, from invidious proscription, 
from insult and intended degradation. As the 
bill on this subject is already on the Calendar, 
I move that this petition lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PATTERSON presented six petitions 
of citizens of New Hampshire, praying that 
the duty on salt be abolished; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. EDMUNDS presented the petition of || 


Lucy Clancy, widow of Robert Clancy, for- | 
merly a private soldier in the one hundred and | 
sixty-fourth regiment of New York volun- | 


| Committee on Military Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BOREMAN presented two petitions of 


| citizens of West Virginia, praying an amend- 


ment to the twenty-fifth section of the act || New York, preying that the sale of stamped 


| envelopes be abolished; which was referred 


approved July 15, 1870, entitled ‘‘An act 
making appropriations for the support of the 


| Army for the year ending June 30, 1871, and 


for other purposes,’’ so as to allow the soldiers 
mentioned in said act to enter the amount of 
land therein allowed, or such other amount as 
may be thought just and proper, without the 
requirements of settlement and cultivation, 
and to receive a patent therefor unconditionally; 
which were referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lie Lands. 

He also presented the petition of Captain 
Charles H. Briggs, praying arrears of pension 
from the date of his discharge; which was 


| referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


He also presented a petition of citizens of 


his imprisonment in rebel prisons, estimating | 
such period from the date of his commission | 
A bill for his relief was | 


was read twice in the Senate, and on the 25th | 


| West Virginia, praying that the back pay and 

| bounty due the late James P. McGee, of com- 
pany KE, sixth West Virginia volunteers, may be || 
paid to his heirs, Nora and Clara McGee; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili- || 


| 


} 


| 


| road in the vicinity of Salt Lake. 


j 
| 
' 


tary Affairs. 

Mr. LEWIS presented two petitions of citi- 
zens of Virginia, praying that the duty on salt 
be abolished ; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


Mr. SCOUT presented a petition of citizens 





ing the war of 1812; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. HARLAN presented a memorial of citi. 


| zens of Iowa, praying that the sale of stamped 


envelopes be abolished ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 

Mr. LOGAN presented the petition of Mary 
P. Jarvis, widow of the late Commander 


| Joseph R. Jarvis, United States Navy, praying 


to be allowed a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FENTON presented the petition of 
Theodore Welch, relating to the matter of the 
restoration of Lieutenant William Welch, 
United States Navy; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. FENTON. [also present a petition of 


| book-sellers and printers at Geneva, New York, 
| who = Fare that while the Government is 


engaged in the manufacture of stamped envel- 
opes, at a loss of over two hundred thousand 


'| dollars a year to the Treasury, it is acting in 


a manner greatly injurious to their private 


| business. I move that this petition be referred 
‘| to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 


Roads. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FENTON also presented a petition of 
printers, stationers, and book-sellers of Albany, 


| to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 


Roads. 
Mr. FENTON. 


I have received a, letter 


| from Mr. Miron Winslow, the secretary of 
| the Anti-Income Tax Association of the city of 


New York, inclosing a petition signed by sev- 


| eral hundred people, members of the associa- 


tion and others who have joined them, prop- 
erly authenticated as to handwriting by the 
certificate of Mr. Winslow, the secretary of 
the association, who asks me to present this 
petition to the Senate. The petitioners, 
among whom I recognize the names of many 
of the most prominent and respectable citi- 
zens of New York, state that the bill proposed 


| to be introduced by Senator Sumner for the 
| repeal of this tax only provides for its repeal 


of Philadelphia, praying that the sale of | 
stamped envelopes be abolished; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 


Mr. CORBETT. 


C. H. Lewis, R. R. Thompson, Jacob Mayer, 
and nine hundred others, citizens of Portland, 
Oregon, praying Congress to aid the Portland, 


| Dalles, and Sait Lake Railroad Company in 
| constructing a railroad from Portland, Ore- 


gon, to some point on the Union Pacific rail- 
I will state 
that this memorial is signed by a very large 
number of the most respectable citizens of 
Oregon, aud the only excuse they have in pre- 
senting it, when the country appears to have 
decided against subsidies, is the entire impracti- 
cability of the settlement of that country with- 


after June, 1872, which would leave the tax: 
payers liable to pay the tax on the income of 
the present year; and they desire immediate 
relief. I move that this petition be referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. POOL presented the petition of Fred- 
erick Vincent, administrator and sole repre: 
sentative of James Le Caze, surviving partner 


| of the firm of Le Caze & Mallett, praying pay- 


ment of a balance due for advances made by 


| them during therevolutionary war; which was 


I present the memorial || 
|| of Henry Failing, W.S. Ladd, L. White & Co., | 


referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 
He also presented the petition of Thomas 


| P. Paschall, of Warren county, North Caro- 
| lina, praying the removal of his political dis- 


| abilities; which was referred to the select 


Committee on the Removal of Political Dis 
abilities. 

He also presented the petition of Henry 
Watson, of Davidson county, North Carolina, 


| praying the removal of his political disabill 


‘ 


ties; which was referred to the select Com 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. CARPENTER presented a petition 0! 
citizens of Wisconsin, praying that the uniform 
tax of sixteen cents per pound on smoking 
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sittee on Finance. ies 
, He also presented the petition of A. G, 
Peabody, jr-, late second lieutenant of com- 


pany B, fifty-first regiment Wisconsin volun- 


| 
| 
be continued ; which was referred to the Com- 


| 
| 
} 


teer infantry, praying payment for services ren- | 


dered the United States; which was referred 


to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and accompanying 
papers in the case of D. B. Allen & Co. be 
taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


On motion of Mr. HARLAN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case 
of Elbridge Gerry, now on file in the office of the 
Secretary of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian A ffairs. 


On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, it was 
Ordered, That J. B. W. Haynes have leave to with- 


draw from the files of the Senate his petition and | 


papers. 
On motion of Mr. FERRY, of Michigan, it 


was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Isaac W. || 
Ingersoll and Joseph Granger be withdrawn from | 


the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. BUCKINGHAM, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Grace 
B. Peck be withdrawn from the files of the Senate 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. THURMAN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of L. E. C. 
Jobnson be taken from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. FENTON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Addison C. Fletcher, 
with the accompanying papers, be taken from the 
files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


On motion of Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, | 


it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the claim 
of Joquina Sierra, and that the petitioner have 
leave to withdraw her papers. 


On motion of Mr. COOPER, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of John W. 


Smith be withdrawn from the files of the Senate and | 


referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. COOPER, it was 


Ordered, That the papers now on file in the case 
of John Templeton be withdrawn from the files of 


the Senate and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. POMEROY, it was 


Ordered, That William L. Nelson, chaplain United || 


States Navy, have Jeave to withdraw his petition 
from the files of the Senate. 


CURRENCY REPORT. 
Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print 





ing, to whom was referred a resolution to print | 
additional copies of the report of the Comp- | 


troller of the Currency for the use of the Comp- | 
troller, have instructed me to report it back | 


with an amendment, in the nature of a substi- 
tute, and torecommend its passage. I ask for 
ils present consideration. 


There being no objection, the Senate pro- | 


ceeded to consider the resolution. 


The amendment of the Committee on Print: | 


ing was to strike out all of the original reso- 
lution after the word ‘‘resolved,’’ and to 
insert in lieu thereof the following: 


By the Senate, (the House of Representatives con- | 


curring,) That there be printed for the use of the 
Comptroller of the Currency two thousand copies of 


is last annual report. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 
PRINTING OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
Mr. ANTHONY. 


I am directed by the | 


There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 


Resolved, That two thousand copies of the Presi- 
dent’s message and accompanying documents be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

The amendment of the Committee on Print- 
ing was to strike out the words ‘‘and accom- 
panying documents.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I am instructed by the 
select Committee on the Removal of Political 
Disabilities, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 380) for the removal of legal and 


| political disabilities imposed by the third see- 
tion of the fourteenth article of amendment to 


| for objections to its consideration, if there be || 





| duties on stamps, the Senate willat once see the | 


| we tax tobacco, malt liquors, and spirits; but | 
in addition to a stamp tax of fifty cents a gallon 


same committee, to whom was referred a res- || 


olution to print additional copies of the Pres- 


ident’s message, to report it back with an | 
amendment, and I ask for its present con- 


sideration. 


the Constitution of the United States, to report 
it back without amendment and recommend 
its passage. I ask for its present considera- 
tion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 


read at length, after which the Chair will ask 


any. 


The Chief Clerk proceeded to read the bill, | 


but was interrupted by 
Mr. SUMNER. I object to that bill being 


proceeded with now, until we get through with | 
Then I shall make no | 


the morning business. 
objection. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The objection is 
in time. The Secretary will suspend the read- 


ing of the bill. 


Mr. SUMNER. There is some morning busi- 
ness which I know Senators wish to attend to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


order. 
INTERNAL TAXATION. 
Mr. SUMNER. In pursuance of the notice 


I gave at the last meeting of the Senate, I now 
ask leave to introduce a bill with the follow- 


ing title: ‘‘A billto reduce internal taxes and | 
to abolish the office of Commissioner of Inter- | 


nal Revenue;”’ 


nation of it. 

This bill gives expression to a prevailing 
sentiment for a reduction of taxation, and at 
the same time provides that with the reduc- 


and I will make a brief expla- 


tion of taxation there shall be a correspond- | 


The | 


ing reduction of expensive machinery. 
first section is very brief, as follows: 


That all internal taxes and duties, except from the 
sale and use of stamps, shall be abolished on and 


after the Ist day of July next, and thestamp duty on | 


spirits shall be increased to eighty cents a gallon on 
and after that date: Provided, That no income tax 
shall be assessed on or after the lst day of January, 
1872, but assessments made before such date shall be 
collected. 


By reducing our whole internal system to 


process of simplification. Itis by stamps that 


on spirits, there are now four other taxes: 
first, a barrel tax amounting to ten cents; 
second, a tax on the wholesale dealer of one 
per cent. on his sales; third, a tax on the retail 
dealer of one per cent.; and fourth, what is 
called acapacity tax. I propose that all those 
taxes shall be abolished, but as a substitute for 
those taxes, I add thirty cents to the fifty cents 
a gallon, which is already paid by stamps, so 


that the duty on spirits shall be eighty cents a | 


gallon. 

Then I have a further provision applicable 
to the income tax so as to remove all possi- 
bility of doubt on that question, as follows: 

That no income tax shall be assessed— 
that is the word I employ— 


on or after the Ist day of January, 1872; 
ments made before such date shall be collected. 

That is the main object of the bill. 

The next section provides: 

That the offices of Commissioner, deputy commis- 
sioner, solicitor, collector and deputy collector, as- 


sessor and assistant assessor. supervisor, and detect- 
ive, heads of division, and clerks, and employés 


The introduce: | 
tion of bills and joint resolutions is next in | 


but assess- 
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| undor the Commissioner of Internal Revenue shall 


cease on and after the Ist day of September next, 
and instead thereof there shall be one collector for 
each State and Territory appointed and qualified 
according to existing law, who shall administer such 
law in the sale of stamps and the collection of reve- 
nue therefrom: and all the powers and duties now 
belonging to collectors or other officers in the entorce- 
ment of such law are devolved*upon such collector. 

It willbe observed, Mr. President, that while 
I propose to abolish the taxes, with the excep- 
tion of the income tax, on and after July 1, I 
do not propose to abolish the office until Sep- 
tember 1. It will then be ten years since the 
ottice of Commissioner of Internal Revenue 


| was first organized by Mr. Boutwell, and it 





seems to me proper that an office which in its 
day has done good service for ten years, and 
which was first set in motion by Mr. Boutwell, 
should be closed also by him, having performed 
its duty, there being no longer any occasion 
for it. 

The remaining sections of the bill provide 
for the transfer of clerks and other officers to 
the control of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
so that he shall beable to wind up the business 
of this bureau and to continue the business 
that remains, especially relating to stamps, and 
to the taxes on spirits, malt liquors, and 
tobacco. 

I ask to have the bill referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and I will say to my friend, 
the chairman of that committee, that in intro- 
ducing this bill I simply make my contribution 
to an important question, not presuming to 
suppose that I may have anticipated all that 
ought to be done in the premises, but simply 


| marking out what seems to myself, and to some 


others with whom I have had the good fortune 
of conferring, an ouiline of what is desired. | 
do not doubt that the committee—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to suggest to my 
friend from Massachusetts one difheulty that 
occurred to me when he gave notice of the 
introduction of this bill, What use is there in 
introducing a bill of this character in the Sen- 
ate of the United States? Bills to raise reve- 


| nue must originate in the House of Represent- 


atives. Itwould be proper enough to introduce 
bills, or amendments in the nature of bills, on 
the subject of the tariff, because we have before 


| us several bills from the House of Represent- 


atives on the subject of the tariff; but we have 
no bill in the Senate from the House in regard 
to internal revenue. AsI understand, the bill 
of the honorable Senator proposes to increase 
the tax on whisky from fifty to eighty cents 
a gallon. By what authority can the Senate 


| originate such a bill as that? 


Mr. SUMNER. 
body. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
repeal taxes, I think. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator sees that it 
may be moved as an amendment to the peud- 
ing tariff bills. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No; it would not be per- 


By the precedents of the 


We have the power to 


| tinent. 


Mr. SUMNER. I beg the Senator's par- 
don; I think it would be. I am not disposed, 
myself, to amplify the jurisdiction of the Sen- 


| ate as against the House of Representatives— 


| on other 


j 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





occasions | have vindicated the 
jurisdiction of the House of Representatives— 
but I think the precedents will show that from 
time immemorial the Senate has acted on 
questions like that which I now bring betore it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Constitution is very 


| plain that all bills for raising revenue shall 


originate in the House of Representatives, 
but the Senate may propose amendments. It 


|| is very proper that the subject-matter should 


be suggested to the Committee on Finance, and 
I may say that the subject has been pretty well 
considered already, but we shall be very glad 
to have assistance from any member of the 
Senate. We have, however, no bill before 
us upon which we can properly propose amend- 
ments raising internal revenue taxes. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then the practical question 
would be whether the Senate, to this extent, 
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originate a, bill. I think that the 
Senator himself has made several such prop- 
I think I can reeail his attention to 
several that he has made on other occ 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think the Senator is 
mistaken about that. I have proposed fund- 
I have proposed loan bills, and bills 
reducing taxation; but what is technicelly a 
bill raising revenue I have never proposed 
here, because it would bein plain and manifest 
violation of the provisions of the Constitu- 
In that view I doubt the propriety of 
the Senate even going so far as to allow such 
a bill to be introduced ond referred, thereby 
directing its committee to examine it, beceuse 
it creates at once a feeling in the other House 
that we are indirectly violating a provision of 
the Constitution which declares that we shall 
not originate a bill raising revenue. 

Mr. SUMNER. Well, “ raising revenue.” 
My object is to reduce taxation. There is 
a rule of the Senate that you cannot report 
from a committee to increase, but you may 
to reduce. ‘The Senator will see in that the 
philosophy of the provision in the Constitu- 
tion, and I[ have serious doubts whether the 
Senate should disarm itself of the power of 
interfering to diminish the taxes of the people. 
Is that the principle to be asserted, that the 
Senate has no right to initiate a movement to 
diminish taxation? Where is there any such 
provision in the Constitution of the United 
States. The Senator misreads the Constitu- 
tion. We cannot originate a bill to increase 
taxation; but [ think the Senator will agree 
that it will be dangerous to tie the hands of the 
Senate so that it shall not bear its part in 
reducing the taxes of the people. 

Why, how often, during these last years, 
have we all, or at least some of us, insisted 
upon the reduction of taxation. I myself, 
more than onee, have said from my seat 
here, ‘* Down with the taxes.’’ Was | utter- 
ing a cry that I should not utter asa Senator ? 


may not 


Osilions. 


‘asions. 


ing bills; 


tion. 


Certainly, if I had no right to initiate any step | 


in that direction, the cry was out of place. I 
believed that it was in place, and I believe 
that in bringing forward this bill now, which 
has for its special object the reduction of taxa- 
tion, | am discharging the duties of a Senator, 
and responding to the demands of the people. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Before the question is 
taken on the reference of this bill | again 
wish to say to the Senator from Massachusetts 
that he cannot put me in the position of being 
opposed to the reduction of taxes. 

Mr. SUMNER. Ido not seek to put the 
Senator in that position. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am strongly in favor 
of the reduction of taxes, and I hope at thi 


session to see act ‘omy lished the reduction of 


at least fifty million dollars of taxation; but 
I propose to do it in a constitutional way. I 
do not wish to invite a controversy with the 
House of Representatives on a question in 
which the Constitution is against us, or even 
upon one on which the constitutional power 
of the Senate is doubtful. I wish to see the 
reduction of taxes accomplished in the proper 
and usual mode. At the last session of the 
last Congress we proposed to repeal the in- 
come tax. The House of Representatives 
took the ground that we had no power to 
originate a bill repealing the income tax, 
because that was a revenue Dill. 
concur with the House of Representatives. I 
supposed that a bill simply repealing a specific 
tax was not a bill raising revenue, and that 
the Senate was right in that controversy; but 
the House of Representatives was so tenacious 
about it that afier long conferences the com- 
mittees of conference disagreed, and were 
compelled to report the disagreement, and the 
bill fell. 

Now, Mr. President. we have three bills 
from the House of Representatives in regard 
to duties on imported goods. We have the 
power to propose any modification of the duties 
which they propose to repeal. 


amend those bills would go so far as to allow 
us to make any amendment that is pertinent 
to a tariff bill. Instead of repealing the duties 
they propose to repeal, we may propose to re- 
peal others, to modify the duties the +y propose 
to repeal, or to change them in any form, But 
it does not seem to me that, under the color of 
an amendment to those bills, we have the power 
to change the internal revenue laws. 
rate that raises a very doubtful question. Cer- 
tainly, however, upon one point I am clear: 
this Senate cannot, under pretense of decreas- 
ing taxes, propose to raise the tax on whisky 
from fifty to eighty cents a gallon. 


If a bill | 
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At any | 


doing that is not a bill raising revenue I do | 


not know what a bill raising revenue is. 
Mr. SUMNER. May I remind the Senator 
there that in raising the stamp tax from fifty 


to eighty cents the additional thirty cents is a | 


substitute for four taxes on spirits which I pro- 


pose to abolish, so that my object is to make | 


a single st: imp tax of eighty cents as a substi- 


| tute for the existing stamp tax of fifty cents 
'and the four other taxes which I mentioned 
| when I introduced the bill ? 


| is mistaken as to the amount. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


There again the Senator 


/on all hands that the present whisky tax is 


about sixty-seven cents a gallon; no more. 
Mr. SUMNER. I think the Senator is mis- 
taken. 


| ity is the very best that is possible in Wash- 


ington. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
authority, and have examined the subject fully. 
The taxes levied at the distillery are about 
sixty-seven cents a gallon. Then there isa 
special tax on a different class of people, the 
wholesale dealers and the retail dealers. 

Mr. SUMNER. Lineludethat. I takeinto 
consideration first the barrel tax of ten cents, 


| second the one per cent. tax on the sales of 


| tax on thes 


the wholesale dealer, third the one per cent. 
ales of the retail dealer, and then 
fourthly what is called the capacity taxes Those 
four taxes together—so I am informed by those 
who ought to know as well as anybody can 
know, and after inquiry during the last few 
days with special reference to ascertaining the 
amount—those taxes together are something 
above twenty-five cents, between twenty-five 
and thirty cents. I propose to call it thirty 
cents; abolish those taxes, and add thirty cents 
to the existing stamp tax of fifty cents. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Now I hope the Senator 
from Massachusetts will allow me to finish my 
statement. 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. Excuse me. 
Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator himself ad- 
mits that, to a small fraction, what he proposes 
isanine rease of taxes ; buthe is mistaken yetin 


| regard to the precise amount of the whisky tax. 


I did not | 


It isa fraction over seventy-four, nearly seventy- 
five cents, including the special tax on retail- 
ers and wholesale dealers ; so that his bill pro- 
poses to consolidate a great mass of taxes, and 
to impose a new tax in lieu thereof of eighty 
cents on a gallon of whisky. If that is not a 
bill raising revenue, then no bill can be pro- 
posed that will raise revenue. 

Mr. President, it occurs to me that in a prac- 
tical measure of thiskind, where itis absolutely 
necessary to bring about a concurrence between 
the two Houses, we ought not to invite a con- 
troversy by attempting to do that which the 
Constitution plainly forbids usto do. We have 
no more right to originate a revenue bill than 
the House of Representatives have a right to 
pass upon the nominations of the President, 
and any assertion by the Senate of a power to 
do it, even ina doubtful case, willonly prevent 
that agreement between the two Houses which 
is necessary to accomplish the result we both 
have in view. 

I have no doubt, Mr. President, that during 
the present session of Congress nearly all the 
taxes that the Senator from Massachusetts pro- 
| poses to repeal will pass away, because they 


Our right to \| are no longer necessary ; but we ought not to 


It is conceded | 


1 will mention to him that my author- | 


I have the highest official | 














| proper 
| the committee should be of opinion that it was 


December 1], 


—~ 


do anything that will prevent a substantia) 
agreement between the two Houses, We 
ought not to assume unconstitutional power, or 
commence in a way that is likely to prevent ay 
agreement between the two Houses. I there. 
fore think that the bill introduced by the hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts, if he in 
sists upon introducing it, ought to lie on the 
table, and not be referred to the Committee oy, 
Finance or any other committee; because jf 
it is referred, that is an assumption by the 
Senate that we have the right to pass ir, else 
why refer it? If it is merely talecsed to the 
Committee on Finance for their information gs 
the basis of an amendment to some bill tha 
may come to us hereafter, all I can say is tha: 
itis premature. We have now before us })lls 
relating to the tariff which will cover the whole 
tariff question, and on which in due "h/ re 
can report our amendments to the tariff; 

it seems to me we ought not in any way to 
recognize in any form any legislation propos. 
ing to originate here bills raising revenue. If 
the Senator insists on a reference to the Com. 
mittee on Finance, I, as a member of that 
committee, certainly do not object to consid. 
ering the subject, but I think the bill ought to 
lie on the table simply because we have not the 
power to originate that particular bill or that 
class of bills. 

Mr. SUMNER. It seems to me, if my friend 
will pardon me, that his objection is prema- 
ture. It might come very properly on the re- 
port of his committee; but I do doubt whether 
it is seasonable now. In offering the bill, | ask 
the Senate through its committee to conside 
the expediency, propriety, and also, if you 
please, the constitutionality of such a measure, 
The Senator proposes to meet the whole ques- 
tion on the threshold without a reference. | 
think it would be better that the bill should 
take the ordinary course of bills in this Cham- 
ber—be referred, be considered, and at the 
time acted on. If on careful inquiry 


not advisable to proceed with it, that procecd- 


| ing with it might be the occasion of difference 


between the two Houses. J think the Senator 
knows me well enough to be assured that | 
should have no disposition to press the bill 
under such circumstances. I should gladly 
defer to the judgment of the committee. In 
introducing the bill l have made myself the rep- 
resentative of my own constituents, and of peo- 
ple generally throughout the country anxious 
tor the reduction of taxation, and at the same 
time to do away with the expensive machinery 


| through which that taxation is enforced. | 


bring forward the measure in all simplicity #s 
an honest contribution to that question. | did 
not suppose that I should be encountered ou 
the threshold by an objection of form. I hope, 
therefore, that the bill will take the ordinary 
course, will be referred to the committee, and 
i shall await with proper tranquillity their de- 
cision on the subject. I ask for its reference, 
and that it be printed. 

Mr. THURMAN. If my recollection is not 
at fault, the celebrated compromise bill of Mr. 
Clay was introduced originally in the Senate. 
The question certainly was very much debated 
whether that bill could properly originate in the 
Senate. The argument in favor of it was that it 
reduced the’ duties, brought them all, or near!y 
all, down ultimately to a uniform rate of twenty 
per cent. ad valorem. It was said that there 
were certain provisions in the bill that raised 
the duty on certain articles, and the Senate 

was divided in opinion as to whether that bil 
could originate in the Senate; but, if my rec |. 
lection is correct, a majority of the Senate sus: 
tained the bill, and the bill which ultimately 
became a law originated in the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No. 

Mr. THURMAN. I may be mistaken, but 
| I think I am not. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


If my colleague will allow 


me, a bill had been passed by the House of 
Representatives, and on Mr. Clay’s motion his 
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pill was attached as an amendment to the bill | 


from the House; but the House considered 
the question first. My colleague states the his- 
tory of the bill correctly. ; 

Mr. THURMAN. I know the question was | 
frequently discussed. fam speaking now sim- | 
ply from memory, not having looked at it for 
many years; but my recollection is that the | 
iil] which ultimately became a law originated 
‘1 the Senate, though there was a very great 
diversity of opinion among the ablest members 
of the Senate whether that bill could properly 
originate in the Senate. 

| do not propose, however, to go into that 
question one way Or the other, but I do think 
this bill ought to be referred to a committee, 
and that the committee should, if necessary, 
consider that question, whether or not itis a 
pill that can originate in the Senate. If it is 
not, that will be a good ground for the com- 
mittee to report that the bill ought not to pass. 
I do not think it ought to be laid on the table. 
| do not think a question involving the power 
of the Senate to originate a bill on so great a 
question as this ought to be silenced at once 
hy laying it on the table. We ought either to 
discuss it before the reference on the question 
of referring it or we ought to refer it and have 
a report of a committee upon it, which | think 
would be much the better way. 

In view of the disagreement of the Houses 
at the last session of the last Congress, when 
the House of Representatives sent us back one 
of our bills with an admonition that we were 
transcending our jurisdiction and had no busi- 
ness to originate any such bill—I refer to the | 
bill abolishing the income tax—I think this 
bill ought to be referred, and let the committee | 
report on the constitutional question, and I 
hope my colleague will not object to that | 
course. I know nothing about the merits of 
the bill. Ihave never heard it read. © 

Mr. SCOTT. Having had occasion to ex- 
amine this question with some degree of care | 
at the last session, I only rise to say that the 
course suggested by the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. TuurMAN] is the course that was taken 
with Mr. Clay’s bill. When that bill was intro- 
duced, a question was made upon its introduc- 
tion, whether it should be received in conse- 
quence of the very question which he stated 
in reférence to it, and although there was a 
diversity of sentiment in the Senate as to the 
power of the Senate over the bill on the con- 
stitational question, yet there was but little 
diversity as to the propriety of referring it to 
a committee, 

While Iam on my feet on this point, I may 
say, in view of what has already been elicited, 
that the bill of the Senator from Massachusetts 
certainly does raise the question in both forms 
that it has hitherto been presented to the Sen- 
ate. In the first place, it raiges the question 
as to the power of the Senate to originate a 
bill toreduce taxation ; a measure which, even 
if the Senate were to stand upon its opinion, 
would be productive of no good, for the House || 
would stand upon its opinion, as it did at the | 
last session. It also introduces the feature of | 
raising revenue, not raising revenue in the | 
sense of increasing revenue, but of producing 
revenue; so that in either point of view the 
bill will have to encounter the dbjections that | 
have hitherto been made. But I concur in | 
what the Senator from Ohio has said, that its 
reference will be proper, when these questions 
can be disposed of. 

_ Leave was granted to introduce the bill (S. | 
No. 343) to reduce internal taxes and to abol- 
ish the office of Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue; and it was read twice by its title, | 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CHANDLERasked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. || 
No. 344) to amend section two, act of August | 
00, 1852, in relation to the transportation and || 
exportation of imported goods, wares, and || 


| 
| 


| 
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{ 
merchandise in bond through certain ports in | 


the State of Texas; which was read twice by 
its title, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CHANDLER also asked, and by unan.- | 


imous consent obtained, leave to introduce a 
bill (S. No. 845) for deepening St. Clair flats 
canal to sixteen feet; which was read twice by 
its title, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. POMEROY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 346) for the appraisement and sale of 


the Kansas Indian lands, in the State of Kan- | 
sas, and for other purposes; which was read | 


twice by its title. 
Mr. POMEROY. 

an accompanying communication from the 

Department of the Interior on the subject, be 


printed and referred to the Committee on In- 
dian A ffairs. 


reference to the subject-matter of the bill. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. POMEROY also asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a 


bill (S. No. 347) granting a pension to Sarah | 


McKnany; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NYE asked, and by unanimous consent 


obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 348) | 


to provide for the irrigation of the Bear River 


valley, in Utah Territory; which was read | 


twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 349) to provide for the payment of D. 
B. Allen & Co. for services in carrying the 


United States mails; which was read twice by | 


its title, referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. r 

Mr. CORBETT asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 350) for the relief of Captain J. M. 
Keeler, late provost marshal for the State of 


Oregon; which was read twice by its title, | 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, | 


and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. SHERMAN asked, and by unanimous | 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


No. 351) to fix the compensation of the Sec- | 
ond Comptroller and Register of the Treas- 


ury ; which was read twice by its title, referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a 
bill (S. No. 352) for the relief of Benjamin 
H. Campbell, marshal of the United States 
for the northern district of Illinois ; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 
be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introducea bill (S. No. 353) 
to restore the records of the United States 
coums in the northern district of Illinois; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to state in 
reference to these two bills that they bave 
been sent to me by the officials at Chicago to 
accomplish the objects which the titles indi- 
cate, and I introduce them without having 
carefully examined as to the features of the 
bills. 

Mr. PATTERSON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a biil (S. 
No. 354) relating to the Reform School of the 


| District of Columbia; which was read twice 
| by its title, referred to the Committee on the 


District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. FERRY, of Michigan, asked, and by 


I move that the bill, with | 


The communication gives the | 
history of the action of the Department in | 
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unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 355) referring the claim of 
Isaac W. Ingersoll and Joseph Granger for 
damages under acontract for building a marine 
hospital at Detroit, Michigan, to the Court of 
Claims; which was read twice by its title, 
|| referred to the Committee on Claims, and 
ordered to be printed, 

Mr. CARPENTER asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
| (S. No. 356) giving construction to the acts of 
| Congress granting lands to the State of Wis- 
consin to aid in building a railroad; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 357) 
| forthe relief of Francis Holborn; which was 
read twice by its title, referred, with the ac- 
companying aflidavits, to the Committee on 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
|| Mr. WEST asked, and by unanimous con- 
| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
| 





358) to confer jurisdiction upon the United 
States circuit court for the fifth circuit and dis- 
trictof Louisiana to settle the conflicting claims 
of the United States and other creditors of the 
late First National Bank of New Orleans; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 359) to confer upon the Court of Claims 
jurisdiction of the claim of Brevet Brigadier 
General B. S. Roberts; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a pill (S. 
No. 360) to establish the Territory of Ojibway, 
and to provide a temporary government there 
for ; which was read twice by its title, referred 
| to the Committee on Territories, and ordered 
| to be printed. 
| Mr. SCOTT asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bili (S. No. 
| 361) relating to witnesses and to proceedings 
before congressional committees ; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HOWE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
362) declaratory of an act entitled ‘* An act 
| to reduce internal taxes, and for other pur- 
| poses,’’ approved July 14, 1870; which was 
| read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BOREMAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 363) to provide for a building for a post 
office, for the accommodation of the revenue 
officers and United States courts and their 
offices, in the city of Parkersburg, West Vir- 
| ginia ; which was read twice by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ay- 
| THONY in the chair.) The morning hour hav- 

ing expired, it becomes the duty of the Chair 

to call up the unfinished business, which is the 
| resolution reported by the Senator from Penu- 
| sylvania [Mr. Scorr] with regard to certain 
witnesses. 

Mr. LOGAN. TI have been very unfortu- 
nate, and | am sorry that the morning hour 
has expired. I have tried three different 
times to get the eye of the Chair to introduce 
a bill, but have not been able to do so. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there he 
no objection, the unfinished business will be 
laid aside informally for that purpose. 

Mr. LOGAN asked, and by unanimous con- 
| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
| 264) legalizing the isaue of food, blankets, 
, &c., to the sufferers by fire at Chicago; which 

was read twice by its title, aud ordered to lie 
| on the table, and be printed. 


on 














48 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. MORTON. 
lution: 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representa- 
tives concurring.) That each House of Congress shall 
beadjourned «sine die, by the Presiding Officer thereof, 
on the third Monday of May, 1872, at twelve o ‘clock 
meridian. 

I do notask for action on the resolution now. 
Let it pass over until to-morrow morning. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolu- 
tion will lie on the table. 

FUNERAL EXPENSES OF 

Mr. NYE. I desire to introduce a resolu- 

- tion which, I am told, is similar to the resolu- 
tion that has been introduced under similar 
circumstances for many Congresses, and I sup- 
pose there will be no objection to it: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to pay, out of the contingent fund of the 
Senate,to the three daughters of John C. Burch, 
deceased, late minute and Journal clerk of the Sen- 
ate, $150 for his funeral expenses, and.a further 


allowance equal to three months’ pay of his annual 
salary. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


I offer the following reso- 


DECEASED OFFICERS, 


Why not pass it at once? 
Mr. NYE. I desire to have it passed now. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I have a similar resolu- 

tion to offer in bebalf of the widow of 

Jones, who died during the recess: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 

directed to pay, out of the contingent fund of the 

Senate, to the widow of John W. Jones, deceased, 

late keeper of the stationery of the Senate, $150 for 

his funeral expenses, and a further allowance equal 
to three months of his annual pay. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I presume 
those resolutions are all right: but I think 
the better way would be to refer them to a 
committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


under the rules, 


They will, 


be referred to the Committee 


Mr. | 


ing up the resolution offered by me relative to | 
the defalcation of Hodge; and I make the motion | 


partly to enable me to make an observation in 
answer to the Senator from Illinois. I did not 


know that we had ever had acommittee in this | 
body with functions so broad and absorbing | 


that it would take to itself from the Committee 
on Military Affairs an inquiry like this. 
defalcation occurred on the part of a paymaster 
in the Army, and the fact, coupled with the 
amount of the defalcation and the circum- 
stance that it had covered several years, led 
many persons to suppose and some public 


journals to declare that there must be a defect 


in the regulations and the laws governing the 
War or the Treasury Department, or both, or 
else that there must have been a lax and ineffi- 
cient administration of those laws. It was 
thought that if the legislatiou was adequate, 
and if the enforcement of it had been serious 
and effectual, it could hardly have happened 
that a paymaster continuing his proceedings 
for several years would have occasioned a 
defaleation amounting, I think, to nearly half 
a million. 

The object being to ascertain whether the 
adininistration of the military affairs of the 
Government is sufficient or not, 1 did not sup- 


| pose that there ever had existed in this body 


to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses || 


of the Senate. 
HODGE DEFALCATION, ETC. 


Mr. CONKLING. I should like to take up 
the resolution that I offered some days ago, 
instructing the Committee on Military Affairs 
to make an inquiry into a recent defalcation, 
that of Hodge, the paymaster, and have it 
passed, if there be no objection, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. _ Is there 
objection to the consideration of the resolu- 
tion calledup by the Senator from New York ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL, I laid upon the table 


on Thursday a resolution which is cognate to | 


the resolution which the Senator from New 
York desires to call up, and I think it would 


be best not to pass on the resolution of the | 


Senator from New York until we decide upon 
the propriety of reviving the Committee on 
tetrenchment which we had at the last ses- 
sion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
such committee at the last session. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Well, at the last Con- 
gress—at the last legislative session when we 
did any business. We had for years a Com- 
mittee on Retrenchment, which would be the 
proper committee to investigate the matter to 
which the Senator from New York refers, if it 
should be raised; and it seems to me we had 
better decide that first before we act upon the 
resolution of the Senator from New York. I 
have no other objection to its coming up ex- 
cept that. It seems to me, if we are going to 
revive the Retrenchment Committee, that it 
would be appropriate to consider that ques- 
tion, 
also, they probably had better all be examined 
together, 


Mr. CONKLING. Let me inquire of the 


Chair whether it is in order for me to move | 


the consideration of this resolution now? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis in order 
to move to postpone the unfinished business 
and take up the resolution. 
motion unless there be unanimous consent. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then I move to post- 
pone the pending order for the purpose of tak- 


We did not have any | 


It requires a 


a committee which would oust the Committee 


on Military Affairs of jurisdiction over that 


question and take it to itself; and I say, with 
great deference, that if there ever was such a 
committee as that, in my judgment it was a 
great violation of the harmony and symmetry 
of parliamentary proceedings. If the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs is not to exercise 
that as one of its functions, I really do not 
know what the province of that committee is. 

Therefore, without waiting for the contin- 
now of the erection of some new committee, 

1 ask the Senate to take up this resolution, to 
the end that the Committee on Military Affairs 


|| may proceed to ascertain whether in truth it 


ought to report some bill rendering it impossi- 
ble to take by embezzlement such a sum of 


| money, or whether in truth there be on the 
| part of the War Department or any officer of 


| made. 


the Army so lax an understanding of the regu- 
lations in that regard, thats. half million dollars 
may be taken, $100,000 this year and $100,000 
next, and the rest not until future years, and 
no discovery ever be made until the last part of 
the fifth hundred thousand dollars has been 
embezzled. That I conceive to be very strictly 
apart of the business of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and so I move to take up the 
resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President. I have 
certainly no disposition to antagonize any in- 
quiry as to the manner in which this defalca- 
tion took place. I am for the investigation. 
It is only a question as to how it hed best be 
And certainly no one has any design 
of encroaching upon the legitimate functions 
of the Committee on Military Affairs; but the 
very fact that the Senator from New York 


seeks to introduce a resolution in order to get || 


the Committee on Military Affairs to examine 
into this matter goes to show that it is nota 
matter which they would necessarily look into; 
it is not a matter over which the Committee on 
M a Affairs have any jurisdiction whatever. 
The Committee on Military Affairs are not or- 
ganized for the purpose of examining into the 


| manner in which the disbursements of the 


As there are some other defalcations |! 


officers of the Government are made. That is 
not one of their duties. They may be charged 
with such an investigation, ‘doubtless, if the 


|| Senate think proper to impose it upon them; 
_ but it is no appropriate duty of theirs to ex- 


amine into the manner in which the Treasury 
Department keeps its accounts, and into the 
manner in which the Paymaster General keeps 
his accounts, and to ascertain who is in fault, 
if anybody, and as to what defects need to be 
remedied by legislation. 


Bat if the Senator from New York will look | 
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| Thirty-) Ninth, Fortieth, and Forty-First Cop. 
gresses, raising the Committee on Retrench. 
ment, which committee existed for nearly six 
years, up to the 4th of March last, and durip, e 
that time performed great service to the coun. 
try, saved to the country hundreds of thoy. 
sands of dollars by its investigations, he will 
find in that resolution this provision amon, 
other things: the Committee on Retrench. 
ment is instructed to inquire ‘‘ what are the 
methods of securing accountability in public 
oflicers and agents in the care and disburse. 
ment of public money.’’ Now, sir, a com. 
mittee charged with the duty of inquiring into 
the methods of procuring accountability jp 
public officers and agents 1n the care and dis. 
bursement of public money would be the 
identical committee to inquire into the way in 
which the moneys are kept in the Treasury 
Department, where within the last week two 
defalcations have come to light, one of them 
brought to light by a banking association jn 
the city of Washington. A clerk, an assistant 
in the Treasury Vepartment of the United 
States, as appears by the public prints, has 
been speculating in stocks for years, and his 
bankers here in the city of Washington dis- 
covered that he was using money in a way 
that aroused their suspicions, and they notified 
the Treasury of the United States, and in thai 
way this defalcation and this illegal use of 
public money were discovered. 

Then here is the other case to which the 
Senator from New York has called attention, 
the Hodge case. There is also a second cas 
in the Treasury Department. There has been 
a case within a few weeks in the city of Phil. 
adeiphia in the pension department. There 
has been a case within a few months in the city 
of New York in the post office Sapertonces 
We have them in the pension department, i 
the pay department, in the post office, and now 


| in the Treasury of the United States itself, 


We had a committee for six years to inqui 
‘*what are the methods of procuring account: 
ability in public officers or agents in the care 
and disbursement of public money,”’ and when 
these defalcations are occurring in these various 
departments of the Government one after an 
other, this committee is the very one to make 
this inquiry,and not the Committee on Military 
Affairs, unless they should be charged-with it, 
That would be a very proper committee to do 
it. Nobody has more confidence in the head 
of that committee than I have. I know he 
would discharge his duty, and I know he woul! 
put his foot upon fraud and corruption as 
quickly as any man in this body. 

But, sir, we had a committee for six years 
for the very purpose of inquiring into the way 
in which these accounts are kept under whici 
it has been possible for such a defalcation to 
occur. 

Therefore I 4m opposed to taking up th 


resolution of the Senator from New York, with 


a view of dividing this business. 1 would raise 
this Committee on Retrenchment, not ony 
for the reason I have now stated, (because it 1s 
not appropriate, on this motion to take up, t 
go into the merits of the question,) but for 
other reasons I oppose the motion to take up 


| the resolution of the Senator from New York. 


simply till we can have action upon the ques: 
tion of raising a Committee on Retrenchmen' 


| that shall take jurisdiction of all these ques 


tions, and I trust provide some way by whic! 
the public cannot thus be plundered hereafier. 
Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I am in favor 
of appointing a special committee for the put 
poses indicated in the proposition before us 
I have no objection, certainly, to investigating 
the case proposed to be referred to the Mili 


|tary Committee by the Senator from New 
| York; but at this time, when we have so mat! 


developments of dishonesty in public lite, | 
think it is the duty of Congress to do every: 
thing in its power to correct these abuses, avt 


i _ see whether it be not possible that legislation 
‘| at the resolution adopted by this body in the |) 


can be inaugurated which shall be a secun'y 
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on- to the public. The case referred to by the _ But, sir, what does the honorable Senator || the session. It was in theright direction. The 
ch- Senator from New \ ork is one, 1 think, that |) from Illinois propose? He proposesaretrench- | Senator must see now that it does not go far 
six surprised us all. The gentleman appointed to || ment committee; in other words, a committee | enough. He proposes to deal with an individual 
ing the place of paymaster was the son of a former || with universal knowledge. They are to know | case when we must deal with the whole feld ; 
un- Assistant Secretary of the Treasury ot the Uni- all about the judiciary system, all about the | and now the Senator from Illinois proposes to 
ou ted States. He was a gentleman of character || financial system, all about the commercial sys- | deal with the whole field. He asks you to take 
will and standing among all those who knew him. || tem, all about our foreign relations; they are | up his proposition to create a committee which 
ong There is another thing about that case which || to be men of universal genius and universal | shall inquire into all cases, including the case 
ch: has surprised me. During the war the pay || knowledge. Well, sir, God has not made such | of the paymaster, Hodge, and the cases that 
the department ot the Army paid to the almost || men; they do not exist; at least, if they do, | have recently occurredin the Treasury Depart- 
blie ‘nnumerable number of men we put into the || they have never come under my observation— | ment, and I know not how many others else- 
rse- feld more than a thousand million dollars. || they are not usually sent to the Senate of the | where; and he is encountered—do I not use 
om- bis money was paid under adverse cireum- || United States. [Laughter. ] language correctly ?—he is encountered by the 
into stances, even paid to men when on the march, | [am in favor of referring all matters con- | proposition of the Senator from New York to 
yin when under fire, sometimes in the night, inall || nected with any of the Departments of this | take up his resolution for a specific inquiry. 
dis- the conditions our Army was placed ; and dur- || Government to the committees appointed to Mr. CONKLING. The error of the Sen 
the ing this war less than half a million dollars |) investigate, and thoroughly investigate, every- || ator, if he will allow me to interrupt. him, is 
Ly in was lost—the merest pittance compared with || thing connected with that particular Depart- | that the motion of the Senator from Illinois is 
sury ‘he enormous amount paid out. In the war || ment; and if other committees are kept as | not before the Senate at all. Therefore, it 
two of 1812, when we paid out $30,000,000 to || busy as the Committee on Commerze, they || cannot have been encountered. I move to 
hem our soldiers, we lost nearly two million dol- || will have as much as they can do, and this || take up this proposition, and the Senator from 
nin § lars; and in the Mexican war we lost two or || committee of universal geniuses will not be || Illinois objects to that. That,is the form of 
stant three times more than we lost in paying out || reappointed. the motion. I do not see, therefore, how the 
uited this $1,000,000,000. It is oneof the mostex- || Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, is this || Senator from Massachusetts can repeat that I 
p has traordinary things in the history of the world, || subject open to debate at this time? If it is, || am encountering the proposition of the Senator 
d his and 1 think there is nothing parallel to it. || I should like to say a word. ‘|| from Illinois, which is not before the Senate 
1 dis: Now, this case was the case ofa mantrusted, || The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Avn- || at all. 
| Way perhaps, more than any paymaster in the ser- || rHony.) It is not properly open to debate, || Mr. SUMNER. Very well; I hope the Sen- 
tified vice. No man understood everything about || but the Chair has not interfered, as there | ator will believe that | cannot do him injustice. 
1 that it better than he; and perhaps it was because || seemed to be general consent. I certainly was not conscious of it. He will 
se of he was so trusted that he was enabled todo || Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope we shall vote to | therefore, pardon me if I say that his objection 
this work. I should like to ferret out and || take up the resolution, and then I should like || is a technical one. The Senator from Illinois 
h the understand howit was done, and see if we may || to make a few observations. | has lying before him on the table—I see it 
ntiOn, not so legislate as to prevent anything of the || The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair | there now—his proposition for the committee ; 
| casi kind in the future ; and if the laws are all right || is indisposed to interfere with the latitude of | he has announced his desire to press it to a 
3 been and somebody neglected his duty, let us know | debate. The pending question is on the mo- | vote to-day; and he is encountered by the Sen- 
Phil: who it was; let us know whether it was in the || tion to postpone the present and all prior || ator from New York, who wishes to press his 
Phere War Department, in the pay department, or || orders for the purpose of taking up the resolu- | minor proposition to a vote also. Now, I do 
de city in the Treasury Department. It can do no || tion submitted by the Senator from New York. || not do that Senator injustice. I put aside the 
ment, harm to make the most thorough and search- || Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope it will not be | technicality of the question, whether the Sen 
ent, In ing investigation into all departments of the || taken up until we pass on the other question. | ator from New York got the floor first or last; 
id now Government, and to put every security before || Mr. SUMNER. I would venture to make | whether he made his motion first, or the Sen- 
itself, the country, for it is one of the most painful || one remark. It seems to me that the Senate | ator from Illinois his. That isa matter of entire 
nquire things in our country that evidences of cor- || now cannot afford to adopt a limited and fee- '| indifference. The two propositions are before 
count: ruption and peculation and defalcation in pub- || ble proposition when there is a strong and | the Senate at this moment, and the point is, 
je care lic life and in private life are coming to light || broad proposition pending. In other words, || which of the two to choose. The Senator from 
d when almost every day. it cannot afford to take a mere specific inquiry | New York says, ‘‘ Choose my proposition, and 
various Therefore, sir, I am in favor of having such || as against a broad inquiry into the whole field. || satisfy your conscience, perhaps at least for 
ver an: a committee, a joint committee; and I trust || Now the statements made to-day by various | to-day, by an inquiry into the case of Mr. 
> make there will be put upon it gentlemen who are || Senators, the Senator from Illinois, the Sen- || Hodge.’’ The Senator from Illinois, I submit 
Hilitary so situated here in regard to other committees || ator from Michigan, and my colleague, all || better advised, says, ‘‘Take my proposition, 
with it, that they can devote their time to it, and that || point in one direction, that there is abuse, || and make an inquiry into all such cases; not 
2 to do everything will be done to correct and extirpate, || that there is peculation, not merely in New || merely into the case of Mr. Hodge, but into 
e head if possible, these corrupt practices that are || York, where an indignant people has at last || every case of which we have any knowledge or 
now he bringing reproach upon the Government of tise || risen and summoned judgment, but elsewhere; || which future inquiry may disclose.”’ . 
e would United States, as they have brought reproach || and, as I understand, the Senator from Illinois | I submit, sir, that there cannot be any ques- 
tion as upon State and municipal governments. I || moves a proposition which looks to a broad | tion as to the duty of the Senate. I submit 
| think if there is anything required to be done || inquiry covering all, and he is encountered || that the echoes from New York ought to re- 
ix years for the morals of the country, for the good || how? By a proposition for a specific inquiry | sound in this Chamber. We, too, should show 
the way of the country, it is that we shall take every || into one case. | acertain sensibility where the public faith is 
r which security in our power and be watchful all the || Mr. CONKLING. I ask the Senator to || in question, where our officers are changed 
ation to time to prevent such things as are happening || allow me to interrupt him for a moment. | into peculators. Now, I would not exaggerate 
about us. || Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. the case; I do not mean to throw any sus- 
up the 7 Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, if God || Mr. CONKLING. He misunderstards the | picion in any quarter beyond the facts abso- 
yrk, with JP) had endowed all men with universal knowl- | facts, and does me great injustice. On the | lutely before the Senate; but I do say that 
uld raise J edge, perhaps this universal committee might || very first day of this session, before the Sen- | enough has occurred to put us on our guard 
not only : be of advantage; but He has not so created || ator from Illinois or anybody else indicated any | and stimulate us in the path of duty. There- 
ause its Fe mau, and we learn by study, by experience, || proposition on this subject, I ventured to offer | fore, I submit again that the proposition of 
ce up, 10 Rm by investigation. | this resolution asking for a prompt inquiry || the Senator from New York is inadequate to 
) but for Now, sir, we have in this body a commit- || into the case of Paymaster Boden. That I || the occasion. It does not meet the case. | 
take up , ; tee upon every conceivable important subject. || ask now. ‘Therefore I hope the Senator will | will not say it is an evasion. I do not mean 
w York, i here is my honorable friend from Ohio, chair- || not say that I have offered this to encounter, to suggest that the Senator intended any such 
the ques) Fe man of the Committee on Finance. It is his |! as he expresses it, any other proposition. purpose; but I do say that its practical effect, 
nchment J business and the business of his committee || My friend from Massachusetts may have sup- | if adopted, would be an evasion, at least fo: 
se ques ‘ to investigate everything connected with the || posed, and doubtless did, that 1 moved this to-day, of the duty of the Senate. 
by which [ge finances of thecountry. I am disposed to send || for the first time to-day. Mr. THURMAN. I rise only to make au 
ereatier. this matter to the Committee on Finance,and || Mr. SUMNER. No. inquiry. Suppose we take up the resolution 
1 in favor if there is any defaleation or trouble in the || Mr. CONKLING. I rose to correct that | of the Senator from New York, cannot the 
the pur War Department I propose to send it to my |, misapprehension. Senator from Illinois then move to strike out 
efore us: honorable friend from Massachusetts and his || Mr. SUMNER. I noticed the motion of all after the word ‘‘resolved,’’ and insert hi 
stigating committee, in which Ihave the most unbounded || the Senator on the first day of the session, and | resolution by way of amendment? 
the Mili confidence; and if there is any defalcation or | sympathized with it; but he will pardon me if Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose not; that is 
om New fraud connected with the commercial relations || I do not sympathize with it now, and for the | the very difficulty. Otherwise I should we in 
eso many of this country I expect to devote my best || simple reason that there is a broader proposi- | favor of taking up the resolution of the Sen- 
lic lite, time and talent to the investigation and ex- | tion which has found its way to the Senate | ator from New York. 
do every: posure of such frauds and peculations. If || since the minor proposition of the Senator Mr. THURMAN. 


yuses. and 
egislation 
a securily 


anything occurs in the Judiciary, I expect my 
honorable friend from Illinois to give it his 
best efforts to probe, correct, and expose. 
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| from New York. I accord all honor to the 
| Senator from New York for introducing his 


Why not? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. My resolution is a con- 
current resolution to raise a joint select com- 


| proposition when he did, on the first day of || mittee to inquire, not into one defalcation, but 








aU 


into all of them: into the abuses that exist, if 


any do exist. and if they do not exist, let us 
show it to the cou try. It is a copy of the 
resolution which we adopted three or four 
times over in three or tour different Con- 
gresses, and I suppose it would not be a proper 
amendment to a resolution of the Senate to 
offer a concurrent resolution. If it would be, 
I have no objection at all to the motion of the 
Senator from New York, and I should then 
offer my proposition as an amendment. It 
the Chair is of opinion that I can offer this 


| withdraw any ol)jection to 

resolut ton of the Senator from 
My objection is that if you take 
ator from New York, 


as an amendment, 
calling up the 
New York. 
up the motion of the Sei 
and refer the single defalcation of Mr. Hodge 
to the Military Committee, you separate that 
from the others; and if we are going to have 
a committee at all to igate these defal- 
cations, it should have charge of all of them. 
I thought it better to act first on this concur- 
rent resolution; but if the Senate fails to 
adopt it, 1 shall unite with the Senator from 
New York forthe specific inquiry he proposes. 
Mr. THURMAN. $I am entirely with the 
Senator from Illinois in wishing to see his 
resolution pass. I asked the attention of the 
Senate at the last session to the fact that the 
joint committee on retrenchment had been 
dropped. 1 was told in reply that somebody 
would move a concurrent resolution for its 
reappointment, and that it would be appointed 


investi 
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| ‘whether any and what salaries 


no doubt; and it was suggested that that motion || 


until the Senator from 
New Hampshire, [Mr. Pavrersonx,] who had 
been chairman of that committee, and was 
then temporarily ab-ent, should return. But 
nothing was done at that session. | am with 
the Senator from Iliinois; bat what [ want to 
learn from some otf the gentlemen who are 
learned in the rules of the Senate (about 
which I confess I know nothing) is, why is it 


ought not to be made 


that the Senator from Illinois cannot move his | 


resolution as an amendment? What differ- 
ence does it make that it is a concurrent reso- 
lution? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
say it can be done. 
Chair | withdraw any objection to the motion 
of the Senator from New York. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In the 
opinion of the Chair the motion the Senator 
from Illinois suggests would be in order. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then I withdraw any 
objection, and hope the resolution of the Sen- 
ator from New York will be taken up. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I cannot 
myself see that there is any conflict between 
the resolution offered by the Senator from 
New York and that offered by the Senator 
from Illinois. Here is a proposition to direct 
the Committee on Military Affairs to investi- 
gate a particular matter that falls particularly 
within the province of that committee. It has 
been suggested that there is certainly a want of 
proper checks and balances in the pay depart- 
ment, a part of the military department of this 
Government, or this defaleation could not 
have existed so long. It occurs to me that that. 
question falls properly and particularly within 
the province of the Military Committee, and 


The Senators about me 


ifthat is the opinion of the 


| accountability 


stood that all investigations of this character 
are to be directed to that committee 
will have a great deal to do, more probably || 
than it can do. It will have certainly enough 
business without this particular investigation. 
Therefore, I shall vote for the resolution of the 
Senator from New York, not believing there 
is any conflict and being in favor substantially 
of the proposition of the Senator from Illinois. 
If there are to 


2? Ifso, it | 
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be new checks and balances | 


devised in the War Department to prevent the | 


recurrence of similar frauds, it falls properly 
within the province of that committee that has 
always had charge of business of that character, 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. President, 


I am at a loss to see why the resolution of the 


Senetor from Illinois should be put in oppo- | 


sition to that of the Senator from New York. 
| have read the resolution of the Senator from 
lilinois. Not only is there no conflict between | 


the resolutions of the respective Senators, but | 


there is nothing in the provisions of the 
resolution of the Senator from Illinois which 
would cover Hodge’s case. You cannot get 
the information or the investigation which | 
you seek by passing the resolution of the 
Senator from Illinois. That resolution pro- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
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| 
| Mr. SCHURZ. In a great many cases, 
resolutions of this kind were referred to the 
Committee on Retrenchment, and were they 
| investigated in just the manner in which the 
Senator from New Jersev wants them to be. 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. So understoog 
| the Senator to state before, but not by authoy. 
ity of the resolution. Now, the true play 
doubtless is, if any specific case occurs, to 
refer it to the proper Committee, to the com. 
mittee that bas charge of that department; | 
| the attention of the country be called to tha 
particular case; and it seems to me that it 18 
very improper to attempt—that 1s not the in. 
| tention, but, that is the effect—to cover up this 
_defalcation by generalizations; by referring j, 
'toa general committee. Here is a specific 
i fraud. We want it referred to a committe 
1 that has cognizance of that whole subjec:, and 
| let the evidence be brought before the country, 
If we want further investigation, if a general 
committee is necessary, that i is an entirely dif: 
| ferent subject, but it in no manner conflicts 
| with the propriety of having this specific in. 


vestigation. 
Mr. LOGAN. I do not desire to discuss 
this question, nor to oppose either of these 


vides that the committee shall ‘inquire into || resolutions, but simply to call the attention 


ihe expenditures in all branches of the 
service of the United States and report 
whether any and what offices ought to be 
abolished’’—it does not come under that; 
or allowance 
ought to be reduced ’’—it does not come under 
that; 
in the public officers or 
in the care and disbursement of the public 
money ’’—nor under that. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Why not? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. How does it? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is the very thing we 

want to inguire into. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. The very thing 
we want to inquire into is how it was that this 
defalcation of Hodge occurred, and what evils 
actually exist that you need tocorrect. This 
resolution would have been proper if no such 
defalcation had occurred.. You gain nothing 
by investigating the particular case, while the 
intention of the Senator from New York is 
that that specific case, where there has been a 


| defaleation going on for years, may give us 


information and enable us to stop the leaks, if 
any exist. 

Mr. SCHURZ. May I interrupt the Senator 
from New Jersey for a moment? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Certainly. 

Mr. SCHURZ. Gentlemen speak as if this 
committee had never existed. This commit- 


| tee existed for about six years, and the meth- 
ods followed by the committee are exactly 


that that committee must now be supposed to || 


be more familiar with the laws governing the 
pay department and other laws regulating the 
Var Department than a new committee to be 
appointed. For that reason it seems to me 
that, aside from the merits of the resolution 
offered by the Senator from Illinois, it is 


proper that this committee should have charge | 


of this particular investigation. 
investigation will be made, and I hope it will 
be made thorough, and that if any means can 
be devised by this committee in the form of a 


1 hope this | 


bill to prevent the recurrence of similar frauds | 


and defalcations that committee will present 


the bill. 


Now, in regard to the committee proposed | 


by the Senator from Illinois, is it to be under- 


those required in this case. The committee 
has had power to send for persons and papers, 
and to — by bill or otherwise. 
member of it, and we always examined just 


such cases, ane for persons and papers, tried || 


to fathom the frauds, and then inquired into 
the methods by which they could be stopped, 
and soon. It has been exactly the business 
of the committee. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. What the prac- 
tice of the committee has been has nothing to 
do with the construction of the resolution. 
The resolution does not, in any manner, re- 
quire this committee to investigate what frauds 
have taken place, and to base their action upon 
the facts and experience of the Departments. 
The committee may have acted more wisely 
than the resolution provides; but I am speak- 
ing of the resolution. There is nothing inthis 
resolution from begiuning to end which requiree 


| the committee to investigate the case of Hodge 
/and to report how that defalcation occurred. 


The very best possible way of discovering the 
leaks inthe Treasury is by the light of experi- 


| ence, 


| 


Mr. SCHURZ. Will the Senator permit 
me again to interrupt him? 


Mr. FRELINGHOYSEN. Certainly. 


|| of the Senate to one point. 


‘‘what are the methods of procuring | 
agents || tain Departments, then those gentlemen are 


I was a || 


The Senator from 
Indiana and others have alluded to it by say. 
ing that the Military Committee, because of 
its name, | suppose, is the proper committee 
to investigate this question of defalcation. If 
questions “of defaleation are to be inv estigated 
by committees because of their relation to cer- 


mistaken, and the Military Committee as a 
|, military committee would not be investigating 
| military affairs if they were to investigate this 
| defaleation. Why? The defalcation is a proven 
| fact, and the man is undergoing punishment 
| for it because that the fact has been judicially 
| established that he was a defaulter. What, 
| then, are they to investigate? To investigate 
|| the manner in which these*defaleations may 
|| be prevented hereafier. How will you do that, 
sir? The Military Committee has no relation 
whatever with the Auditors of the Treasury 
| Department, or with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, or the Treasurer. ‘he paymaster 
obtains his money from the Treasurer on 
drafts; his accounts are sent to the Auditors 
to be audited; and those are the men with 
| whom the committee would have to deal and 
| to examine as to the manner in which these 
accounts are kept. Hence, if these matters 
are to be referred to committees because of 
their relation with the particular thing or the 
particular Department, then this subject should 
be referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
not to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

I only desire to call the attention of gentle: 
men to the fact that it is a misstatementof the 
|| proposition when they say that the relations 
| of the Military Committee with this depart: 
| 





ment are such as to make them the proper 
|| committee to investigate this subject. Hence, 
|, in my judgment, you will find, when you come 
|| to these investigations, that the proposition 
|| that the subject should be referred to the Mil 
|| itary Committee because the man was a mil: 
|| itary man, or that because he was a financie 
_man, or belonged to the revenue departmen', 
| it must go to that particular committee, is 10! 
correct. If you propose to guard aguinst 
such practices hereafter, by preparing such 4 
mode of examining and keeping accounts 8 
'shall prevent defalcations in the future, ! 
should be referred to the committee that 1s 
|| related officially with that Department which 
examines the accounts, and passes upon the 
accounts, in order to make a check against 
things of this kind. It would commence no! 
| inthe military capacity of this man. In fact, he 
|| is nota military man. He is merely a finan 
|| cial man of the Army. He has no military 
|| control, no jurisdiction, no authority to orde! 
| anybody, no connection with the Army, excep! 
|| asa mere attaché, as afinancial officer. Hence, 
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‘nordertoexamine this subject, if you propose 


to refer it to the proper committee, it should be | 
referred to the Finance Committee, if it must 


so to a committee that has reiations with the 
Department in which you wish to make checks 
and balances. OB eh. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, 1 
tion is on the motion of the Senator from New 
York, to postpone the pending and all previous 
orders and proceed to the consideration of the 
-egglution offered by him. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the following resolution 
mitted by Mr. CoNKLING on the 4th instant: 
Resolced, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the recent defalcation 
of J. L. Hodge, late a paymaster in the Army, and 
into the facts connected therewith, and to ascertain 
and report to the Senate whether any other officer 
or officers of the Government are derelict in duty in 
respect of the observance of regulations and safe- 
guards intended to prevent such occurrences, and 
also whether other or further legislation or regula- 
tion is needed for the future. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move to amend that 
resolution by inserting the resolution which I 
offered to the Senate the other day, which [ 
will ask to have read. 


su 


he Chief Clerk read the amendment, which | 


was to strike out all after the word *‘ resolved,’’ 
and to insert in lieu thereof the following: 


The House of Representatives concurring,) That | 
aioint select committee on retrenchment, consisting | _ ; 
F | of the Government. 


of four members of the Senate and seven meinbers 
of the House, be appointed by the Presiding Officers 
of the two Houses, and that said committee be in- 
structed to inquire into the expenditures in all the 
branebes of the service of the United States, and to 
report whether any, and what, offices ought to be 
abolished; whether any, and what, salaries or allow- 
ances ought to bereduced; what are the methods of 
procuring accountability in public officers or agents 
in the care and disbursement of public moneys; 
whether moneys have been paid out illegally; 
whether any officers or agents or other persons have 
heen or are employed in the service without author- 
ity of law, or unnecessarily; and generally how, and 
to what extent, the expenses of the service of the 
country may and ought to be curtailed. And also 
to consider the expediency of so amending the laws 
under which appointments to the publie service are 


now made as to provide for the selection of subor- | 


dinate officers after due examination 


by proper | 


when the Senator from Michigan championed || 


The ques- | 


knowledge departed in the present Congress? 
Was all the wisdom in those former Congresses 


this resolution as a very proper one, and gave 
it his support? Now it seems it is a very 
improper one, because if presupposes that the 
menuponthiscommittee are to be omniscient ! 

Mr. President, I think it due to the condi- 
tion of the country, due to the Chief Magis- 
trate of the nation, who, in his recent message 
to Congress, told us in strong and decided lan- 
guage that numerous detaleations and convic- 
tions of dishonest servants had occurred within 
the last two years, and that the civil service 
was demoralized, and who recommended to 
us at a former session of Congress action on 
this subject, that we should act in barmony 


| with and aid him as far as we can to punish 


fraud, and correct existing abuses. 
that humanity is imperfect. I know that we 
have not, as the Senator from Michigan inti- 
nates, all wisdom. It is probable that in spite 
of any laws that we can pass there will some- 
times be dishonest men in office; but it is our 
duty to find what the evils in the public service 
are, and then apply the remedy. We cannot 
tell how to legislate to prevent future defalea- 
tions in the pay department until we ascertain 
something about how they occur, and so in the 
Post Office Department, and so in the pension 
department, and so in the other Departments 


We have had this Retrenchment Commit- 
tee, as | have already stated, for six years; 


| and I ask the Senator from New Jersey, who 


is earnestly opposed to all fraud, dishonesty, 


| and corruption in public office as well as every- 


| where else, if he does not know that this com- 
| mittee has had jurisdiction of these very sub- 


jects for years? Why, sir, in its investiga- 
tions into the cnstoms department, of which 
the Senator from Michigan is chairman, so 
far as we have a committee in this body hav- 


| ing charge of that department, it saved us hun- 


hoards; their continuance in office during specified || 
terms, unless dismissed upon charges preferred and |! 


sustained before tribunals designated for that pur- 
pose; and for withdrawing the public service from 
being used as an instrument of political or party 
patronage. That said committee be authorized to 


sit during the recess of Congress, to send for persons | 


and papers, and to report by bill or otherwise; and 
that said committee may appoint a clerk for the 
term of six months, and no more, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
to have had the amendment which I| have 
offered come before the Senate as a distinct 
proposition, and not to have had it compli- 
cated by the resolution offered by the Senator 
fron New York; and if 1 could have got the 
floor to make the motion, it would have been 
hetter for the Senate to have considered this 
resolution first, because, so far as 1 am con- 
cerned, if the Senate should think proper not 
to continue the Committee on Retrenchment, 
which we had at the last Congress and for the 


I should have preferred | 


two previous Congresses, then I should be in | 


favor of the resolution of the Senator from 
New York. 

The only reason that I offer this as an amend- 
ment is, that 1 think it would be proper, if this 
committee is to be raised, that the Senator’s 
resolution should go to this committee. 
there was any parliamentary way by which we 
could act first on the resolution I have offered 


If 


I should much prefer it, but the Senator from | 


New York insists upon pressing his resolution. 
do not know whether he means to interpose 
any objection to the passage of the resolution 
which | have offered or not. 
fhe Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cuanp- 
LER, ] who has frequently voted for this res 
olution, which he denominates, I believe, a 
resolution that supposes men possess all 
knowledge, seems now to indicate some oppo- 
sition to it. It was a favorite resolution of 
18 tor one session and two sessions, for three 


B*ssions, for four sessions, for five sessions, 


for six sessions; and have all the men of 


| across the Isthmus. 


dreds of thousands of dollars. Where was the 
Senator from Michigan when goods were being 
smuggled into California by the Isthmus route, 
and when this Committee on Ketrenchment 


L know | 
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| the committee, 


retary of the Treasury the men who received 
bribes, they were promptly and ignominiously 
removed from that custom-house. Did the 
committee do it, and were the men removed, 
or did they not do it? 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


The very thing [ want 


to know is whether they have been removed, 


Lt want the committee to inquire and to let us 
know whether these men have been removed. 
Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator will pai 
don me, the Committee on Commerce goes 
directly to the Secretary of the Treasury when 
it discovers fraud or peculation and demands 
the immediate remedy. Did this committee do 

that, or did it not? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I was nota member of 
L know not whether they went 
to the Secretary of the Treasury or not, but 1} 
do know that in an official report laid before 
this body and published to the world and now 
in my hand, the committee did report and 
did show upon the sworn testimony of wit- 
nesses that men in the New York custom house 
habitually received bribe money. They re 
ported that in the weighers’ department alone. 
m each division three extra weighers were 
appointed, who had nothing to do, receiving 
salaries amounting in the aggregate to $57,000. 

Mr. NYE. How many? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Three in each division, 
and | believe there are some fifteen or twenty 
divisions. ‘The testimony will show how many. 


1} . . : . 
|| Lread a few sentences from the testimony of 


discovered the fraud and saved to this Gov: | 


ernment hundreds of thousauds of dollars? 
We had a Committee on Commerce then, but 
the Committee on Commerce did not con- 
sider itself charged with that particular mat- 
ter. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator will 
pardon me, I should like to have some particu- 
lars of that salvation of so many hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in the transit of goods 
I should like to hear the 
facts in the case. I have never heard them. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘The Senator from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Patrrerson] stated them in 
the Senate at a former session, and [ presume 
is prepared to state them again for the inform- 
ation of the Senator. 

Sir, it was not only in reference to the 
exposure and correction of frauds in the transit 


of goods across the Isthmus that the Retrench- 


ment Committee rendered service. Has the 
Senator from Michigan forgotten, and if he 
has, [ am sure the country has not forgotten, 
the enormous frauds brought to light by this 
committee in the custom-house in New York 
city? Has the Senator from Michigan forgot- 
ten that at the last Congress, during this pres- 
ent year, the Committee on Retrenchment 
made a report to this body. in which they 
stated publicly to the world on sworn testi- 
mony that officers in the custom-house at New 
York were in the habit of receiving bribe 
money? Has he forgotten that? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Did they point them 
out to the Secretary of the Treasury? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir; I hold in my 
hand the published statement of the names, if 
the Senator has never seen it. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
the Committee on Retrenchment, or any other 


I will guaranty that if | 


committee of this body, pointed out to the See- ' 


one of the witnesses. He says: 


“Thave heard weighers say that men have been 
sent to them for whom they had no use, and they 
have protested.” 


He was asked: 


“On the average, what should you think were tho 


number of useless men in each of the divisions or 
districts? 


* Answer, My judgment would be about three on 
a district that could be dispensed with if we were 
doing the business in the way that men would do it 
for themselves,” 

Then he is asked: 

“What should you say is paid per year to these 
extra or unnecessary men—that is, men who are 
not needed to perform the work ? ; 

* Answer. I think there is directly paid to those 
men that might be dispensed with from fifty to 
sixty thousand dollars, to theextra laborers, all told, 
about $1,000 per annum each,” 

Then he states that there are eighteen or 
nineteen of these weighers’ districts in the 
custom-house in New York. Further on the 
same witness states that on or about the Ist 
of October ‘they made an assessment of ten 
dollars apiece on our clerksand foremen.”’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Who is that witness? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The name of the wit- 
ness is Henry C. Lake. Why, sir, that is not 
the beginning of what is in this document. 
The testimony shows. that not $50,000 only, 
but hundreds of thousands of dollars are un 


| necessarily paid in New York for cariage pur- 


poses. It appears that a few years ago goods 
were taken from steamers by the companies 
owning them and delivered to the importers 
without any or a very trifling expense. Now 
they are taken and carted to warehouses and 
the importers are charged for a month’s store 
age, although the goods do not remain in the 
warehouse twenty-four hours. I want to know 
if these abuses have heen corrected in the cit, 
of New York? 

This testimony also shows the manner in 
which customs officers are appointed in New 
York. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 


On what page was that? 
Mr. TRUMBULL, 


1 read from page &. 
On page 15 of this document it will be found 
that when complaints were made—I hope the 
Senator from Michigan will hear this—by the 
merchants in New York to the Secretary of 
the Treasury of the way they were being plun- 
dered 
“The Secretary wrote to Mr. Murphy rather 
sharply, I should think, from the way Mr. Marpby 
seemed to take it; the consequence of which was 
that Mr. Murphy told us we had been ‘crowding’ 


him too much, and he should do nothing in the 
matter. Le said there were certain people who had 








Lal 


> 
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to be taken care of, and it was well known that they 
had to be taken care of, and nobody in the party 
would say anything about his taking care of them, 
and he would doit.” 


That is to say, after information was sent to 
the Secretary of the Treasury showing how im 


porters in New York were plundered by the 
officials there, the Secretary wrote sharply to 
Mr. Murphy, and he replied that certain men 
had to be taken care of, and the party would 
not complain, and be would take care of them! 

Mr. EDMUNDS. In reply to the Secretary, 
do you mean? 


Mr. TRUMBULL. He replied to this party | 


complaining. The witness who states this is 
Mr. Francklyn. 

In regard to these impositions that were put 
upon merchants, the same witness says in an- 
swer to a question propounded by Senator 
PATTERSON : 

** Your charge, you say, was about a dollar a pack- 
age on theaverage, where the goods remained longer 
than forty-eight hours. Do you know what it is 


now ? 


** Anawer. This will show what it is now, (showing | 


bill.} They range anywhere from one and a quarter 
to twelve dollars.” 


Again he is asked: 


**Whatdo you think ofthat monopoly, ifitisa mo- | 


nopoly ?’’— 
Referring to the cartage business— 


“What is it worth to this company—that is, to 
Leet & Co.? 

“Answer. They work it very cheaply. They never 
hoist any goods if they can help it, and they keep 
goods waiting on the street until they can get rid of 
those on the ground-floor, to save labor, &e. 
should think their gross receipts from that business 
must be $15,000 a week—say $10,000 a week, any 
way. 

Making $520,000 a year? 

"Answer. Yes; but of course there is a good deal 

of labor to be deducted from that. I should think 


*“ (Question, 


it was worth $100,000 a year at any rate, perhaps a 


great deal more. 


On page 20 of this report another witness 


testifies on this subject of ‘Staking care”’ of | 


parties, as follows : 

“Question. Did Mr. Mason go to you at the time 
of the change? 

** Answer. Not to me; but Mr. Grinnell has made 
(o me the same proposition, to put somebody in at a 
vlary of $2,500, for he evidently wanted to take 
care of a man who had the business before. And 
{ can also testify to the fact that Mr. Murphy said 
he had to take care of somebody that was * poor as 
i rat,’ and be would be very gladif he could finda 
berth for him, He did not mention the name of the 
party, but Mr. Halsey, of New Jersey, was with us 
at the time, and he went over and had a private in- 
terview with Mr. Murphy, and he afterward told 
us that the collector referred to a Mr. Laflin.”’ 


He was the party who was as ‘ poor asa 
rat’’ and had to be “‘ taken care of.’’ 

In regard to a former collector and this stor- 
age and cartage business, itis testified to on page 
24 that— 


‘When Mr. Smythe came in he thought it was‘a 
big plum,’ as he termed it, and commenced nego- 
tiating for the sale of it. 

“Question, Directly, in person? 

“ Anawer. Yes, sir; without any concealment 
either. He started off on a new tack, and since then 
it has been a matter of bargain and sale; and all [ 
can say is that it is a very disgraceful thing, and 
compels the merchants to pay a very high price for 
the storage of goods.”’ 


Here is the testimony of a witness who was | 


a supernumerary in the custom-house at New 
York. He is asked: 

** When were you appointed ?” 

He answers: 

** The 10th of last month.” 


The testimony I think was taken about the 
beginning of the year. 


** Question, Have you performed any duties since 
that time in discharging any vessels ? 

** Answer. No, sir; nothin 
every day. I have reported daily at the barge office 
se duty, and I have been given no business to per- 
orm. 

** Question, What is your salary, Mr. Horton? 

* Answer. Four dollars a day. 

** Question. For six days in the week? 

* Answer. Seven days in the week.’”’ 


He was supposed to be there on Sundays, | 


but he never had anything to do, getting four 
dollars a day including Sundays ! 
Another witness, William E, Dodge, jr., a 


but report for duty | 
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gentleman well known, I doubt not, to many 
Senators, certainly known to the country, and 


to all business men in the city of New York, | 
|| but five; Monroe removed but nine, and Joby 


says: 


** Question. In other words, you think the custom- | 


house management is greatly behind the age? 


| 
*Anewer. I think that, and, more serious, thatthe | 
great curse of our man agement now is that the em- | 
ployés of the custom -house are appointed entirely |) 


for political ends, without the slightest reference to 
their fitness for the work. 
a case that came to my notice. 
gentleman, who had been appointed in the custom- 
house, and had been turned out for political reasons, 
asked me if 1 would use my influence to have him 
reinstated. I told him I had no political influence 
and knew no one in thecustom-house. 


his petition, and he was reinstated. 
about a fortnight ago, looking very blue. I said to 
him, ‘What is the matter now; are you stillin the 
custom-house?’ ‘ Yes, sir; I am very pleasantly 
situated there,’ he said. ‘Well, what is the mat- 
ter?’ said I. 
swered; ‘Il came to know whether you could give 
me anything to do.’ ‘What do you mean by that ?’ 
He said, ‘Another gentleman and myself are sur- 
veyors of some particular district along the East 
river; the gentleman with me keeps a grog-shop 
on the Harlem road, and is a local politician. We, 
together, are appointed for that purpose, and the 
entire work the past fortnight, for both of us, would 
not oceupy twenty minutes of time for one of us; 
and I sit there doing nothing, and I am losing my 
self-respect; if youcan give me any work connected 
with any charitable institution, so as to employ my 
time, I should be obliged to you, and I shall try and 
find something better.’ Now, our whole custom- 
house is filled up in that way.”’ 


The same witness testifies further: 


“The simple point is, that our custom-house is a | 


political machine. Sometimes before election, you go 
to the collector and you cannot see him, owing to the 
convention that meets at Syracuse. He cannot see 
you, although there are things of vital importance 
affecting your business during all the year.”’ 

Mr. President, this book is full of sworn 
testimony exposing frauds in the New York cus- 
tom-house. I cannot detain the Senate to read 
more of it. It was laid on our tables on the 
third day of last March. Whether the abuses 
have been corrected or not, I do not know. 


To some extent, I should think, the report 


itself would have led to the correction of 


the abuses it exposed 


merce, did not investigate any of these matters. 


They were not inguired into until we appoint- | 


ed a Committee on Retrenchment charged with 


that particular duty; and now my resolution || 
proposes to continue that committee, [ hope | 


there will be no objection to the fullest investi- 
gation. 

Let us know whether it be true, in the lan- 
guage of some of these witnesses, that the 
offices of this Government are used merely for 
political purposes, and let us devise some way, 
if we can, in the language of the resolution, 
for ‘‘ withdrawing the public service from being 
used as an instrument of political or party 
patronage.’’ Let us inquire into all the De- 
partments of the Government, and if it be 


| untrue that these abuses exist; if it be untrue 


that the patronage of this Government is used 
as so many dollars and cents merely for parti- 
san purposes, and, worse than partisan pur- 
poses, for the selfish purposes of a faction in 
the party, let it be exposed, and if it be untrue, 


| let us show that to the country, and let this 


clamor that is raised throughout the land of 
corruption and demoralization in the public 
service cease. 

I think the testimony of Mr. Dodge discloses 


, one of the great evils in our public service 


system. In olden times removals in the sub- 
ordinate offices were very unusual. During 
the entire administration of General Washing- 
ton, lasting eight years, there were only nine 
removals. During the administration of the 
elder Adams there were but ten, and during 


the administration of Mr. Jefferson, who came | 


into power on a party issue, who was elected 
by the Republicans in opposition to the Fed- 
eralists of that day, who had previously been 
in power, and when the offices might be sup- 
posed to have been generally filled by persons 
in harmony with the outcoming Administra- 
tion—even Mr, Jefferson, during the whole 


I would like to mention | 
A very nice young | 


) -ho ButI signed | 
my name, with some of the principal merchants, to || 
lecameto me’ | 


*‘T am ashamed of myself,’ he an- || z Gre A 
| a committee of this body, of which Mr. Benton 


But the Senator from | 
| Michigan, chairman of the Committee on Com- | 








| organizations. 
| ize for the purpose of carrying out measures 
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term ofeight years that he served, removed from 


| office but thirty-nine persons. Madison, in the 


eight years of his presidential service, remoyeq 


Quincy Adams only removed two. 

Then men were selected for office on ap. 
count of their supposed fidelity to the Congjj. 
tution and the country, their ability, thej; 
integrity, and their capacity to perform the 
duties of the positions to which they were 


| assigned. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. How many did Jacksoy 
remove? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have not the table 
before me. He made more removals than his 
predecessors, and it was during the days of 
Jackson that the doctrine of ‘‘spoils’’ was ip. 
augurated which has poisoned our civil service 
system. Why, sir, as long ago as 1825 or 1824 


was chairman, made a report deprecating the 
use of the patronage of the Government for 
political purposes. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
son’s time, then. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. That was before Jack. 
son’stime. I have not that report before me, 
but my recollection of the report is that Col. 
onel Benton called the attention of the Senate 
to the fact that there was then collected and 
disbursed some $22,000,000, and he pointed 
out the danger of allowing this money to be 
handled by persons placed in position for mere 
political purposes; and I think he predicted 
in that report that the time might come during 
the life-time of some of those then preseni 
when the revenues and disbursements of the 
Government might amount to $50,000,000. 


That was before Jack. 


|| What would he have thought if he bad lived 


to this day and seen between three and four 
hundred millions collected, and a like sum 
disbursed in a single year, and more than a 
hundred millions kept in your Treasury all the 
time? 

Later, Mr. President, in 1832 or 1833, a 
committee of this body was raised to investi: 
gate this subject a second time, and on that 
occasion Mr. Clay, in alluding to the system 
which has been described by this witness in 
the city of New York, used this language: 

ie a detestable system drawn from the worst 
periods of the Roman republic, and if it were to be 
perpetuated, if the.offices, honors, and dignities of 


the people were to be put up to scramble and to be 
decided by the results of every presidential election, 


| our Government and institutions, becoming intoler- 
| able, would finally end in a despotism as inexorable 
|| as that of Constantinople.’’ 


That was the opinion of Mr. Clay in 1832, 
when the patronage of the Government bore « 
very small proportion to its patronage now. 

Mr. President, lam not opposed to party 
I believe that men must orga! 


of public policy. I think when there is 4 
question before the country that comments 
itself to the judgment of the people as the best 
for the country, those who think alike should 
unite together and endeavor to carry it out 
A political organization for the purpose ot 
carrying out measures, I believe to be right and 
proper. Il go further than that: I believe thal 
when a political organization thus formed suc: 
ceeds to power in the Government, it should 


_ make use of instrumentalities in harmony with 
| it to carry out the great measures on which i 
| was elected as to high officials vested wit) 
_ discretionary powers. 


But in the subordinate offices, where the duties 


_are merely ministerial, there is no particula! 
| importance in a man’s political affiliations, 1! 
| he isafaithful, conscientious, competent officer: 


and in reference to allofficers when appointed 
or elected, from the Presidentdown, my pos" 
tion is this: they are the officers of the country 
and not of any party, and their whole effor' 
should be to promote the interests of thei 
country and not the interests of any politica! 
organization. 

I do not believe in, using the patronage an¢ 
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the power of the Government for the purpose 
of perpetuating party rule, but for the purpose 
of carrying out measures that are best for the | 
‘nterests of the whole people ; and inasmuch 
as the party that succeeds to power on certain 
measures believes thatthose measures are best 
for the country, it will naturally call around it 
those who sympathize in those views; but in 
carrying them out it should be for the benefit 
of the country and not as party measures. 

But it seems the public service has fallen 
far below this in the city of New York. There, 
asin many other places in our country, appoint- 
ments to office have become a mere personal 
question. Officers are appointed, not because 
of their particular qualifications, or fidelity to 
the Constitution, or ability, or party devotion 
even, but to a great extent for personal reasons 
and on account of the importunity of some | 
member, either of the Senate or House of | 
Representatives. I ask any Senator in har- | 
mony with the party in power, what are the | 
usual causes assigned as entitling persons to | 
office? p : ad 

Thereare two: One is poverty, misfortune in | 
business, and bad health; and the other, party 
service, and some Office is usually sought where 
the service is light and the pay large. 

The Senator from Missouri [Mr. Scuurz] 
calls my attention to a part of the testimony 
embraced in the document from which I have 
been reading, as illustrating how appointments 
aremade. On page 30, Luther Horton testifies 
as follows: ; 

‘Question. By whom were you appointed ? 

“Answer. By Mr. Murphy. J 

“Question. On whose recommendation? 

“Answer. Well, I guess my own political status 
gave me the position. 

“(juestion. Be kind enough to state what that 
political status is here in the State. 

Answer. I live in a district where I keep up an 
organization for the party. I could hardly tell you 
whether there was any recommendation with regard 
tomy appointment. I knowthat when hegave itto | 
me he spoke about the position, and I said I would 
take such a position this winter. I think he said 
that he would put as my backers William A. Dar- | 
ling and Colonel Cornell. I think they were the 
names that were filed away. 

“Question. Were they put on at your request, or at 
Mr. Murphy’s suggestion ? ; 

Answer. I think he said, ‘I will put Mr. Cornell | 
and William A. Darling down.’ 

‘Question. Do you think it was as a reward for 
your political services that you were appointed? 

“Answer. I don’t think it could be anything else. 
[ have been an active politician here for a number 
of years.”’ 

Now, Mr. President, I want this committee | 
appointed for the purpose of following up the 
investigations that have been begun in regard 
to the use of patronage. I wantareform, and | 
a substantial reform, in the civil service. I | 
have believed, and I still believe, that it would | 
be along step toward a reform to pass a law 
disconnecting members of Congress from all | 
appointments. At a former session | intro- 
duced a bill to that effect, and if no man was | 
to be appointed to any office who had obtained 
the recommendation of either a member of the 
Senate or House for the place, it would, in my 
judgment, bring about, a very salutary reform- 
ation in the civil service. Not only that, but 
it would have asalutary effect upon the mem- 
bers of Congress, and upon the heads of De- 
partments. The independence of members 
of Congress, and of the heads of Departments, 
cannot be maintained so long as they continue 
to put themselves under obligations to each 
other in the matter of appointments of friends 
to office. 

Why, Mr. President, I think it is no unusual | 
thing, even in this body, for appointments to 
be held up until other appointments are made ; 
or at least in former times such things have 
occurred. The appointing power has been | 
given to understand that unless certain other | 
nominations were made, certain pending ones 
might not be confirmed. But, sir, whether or 
not this has actually been the condition of | 
things in any given case, it is liable to be. 
think that it would have been a great relief to | 
the Departments and to the members of Con- 
gress, and would have been highly promotive 
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| ernment ; far from it. 
| I know, men of the highest integrity, of great 


of the public service, if a law could have been 
enacted forbidding Congressmen to make rec- 


' 


ommendations for office; but the Senate seemed | 


not disposed to pass such a law. 


I donot wish to be understood as denouncing | 
as corrupt or unfit all the officers of the Gov- | 


Some of the best men 


capacity, of intelligence, of education, of 
character, of fidelity to the Government, hold 
offices in the country; but while that is true, 
many others are appointed from other consid- 
erations than fitness. 

I think this committee during its former 
organization rendered great service to the 
country in exposing abuses that had crept 
into the public service. I am sure in trying 
to correct these abuses we shall have the 
couperation of the Executive. We are noti- 
fied in the message of the President that 
appointments are often made upon recom- 
mendations given without due consideration, 
and he even suggests the propriety of holding 
the parties recommending responsible for the 
character of the persons whom they recom- 
mend. 
be excellent. 

But it is not simply with regard to abuses in 
the use of patronage that I desire this commit- 
tee to be continued. I wish it continued to 


suggest remedies, if it be possible, against the | 


robbery of the public by its officials. These 
defalcations have become too frequent to be 
passed over without investigation. Let us 


examine into them, and let us examine thor- | 


oughly; let us go to the bottom without fear 
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If it were practicable the plan might || 
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|| tration of the Government, in its officers, the 


state of things predicted by Mr. Clay, when 
he said that the Republic would go down in a 
despotism as inexorable as that of Constanti- 
nople, must sooner or later come to pass. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I believe 
the question is up now, and the last speech of 
my friend from Illinois is fully to the point. 
I think, however, that my friend misappre 
hendsa little what the precise point of discus- 
sion here is, after all. 1 think everybody on 
all sides of the Chamber will agree with him in 
condemning robbery, peculation, dishonesty, 
favoritism, everything that is mean and unholy. 
I know the Republicans here will, and I have 
no doubt the Democrats will. The pointis not 
whether it is wise and right to purify every de 
partment of the Government, but what is the 
wisest and most effectual method of doing it. 
That is the question, and that is all the question. 
My honorable friend need not spend time in 


_ reading pieces of this testimony taken in the 


city of New York to show that appointments 
to office in the custom-house at New York can 
be improved. He does not need any special! 
committee, or any joint select committee, to 
show that the appointments in the custom 
house in New York and in other custom- 
houses can be improved. It is a waste of the 
public treasure to enter upon any such inquiry 
for sucha purpose, because every Senator who 


| hears me, and every intelligent man in the 


or favor to any one; and if the abuses do exist, |, 


if the organization in the Treasury Department, 
in the pay department, in the customs depart- 


ment, or anywhere else, is such as to afford | 


facilities for robbing the public, let us apply 
the proper remedy. If the system is as perfect 
as we can make it, if the accusations recently 
made in the newspapers of the country as to 
the abuse in the use of patronage, particularly 


in the city of New York, be untrue, let the | 


fuct be made known. 
in reference to the present collector. 
vestigation from which I have read took place 
before he was appointed, and I hope he may 
bring about all the reforms we desire in his 
office. If he has done so, and is administering 
the collector’s office honestly and faithfully, 
let the country know it. 

Throughout the land there is an impression 
that corruption exists, and that there is great 
demoralization in the public service. The 
recent exposures showing that the people of 
the city of New York have been robbed of 
millions of dollars, have awakened a public 
sentiment throughout the nation; and how, 


I have heard nothing | 


The in- | 


country knows and has known for agreat many 
years that the system of selections for appoint- 
ment to subordinate offices—and not very sub 
ordinate either, for | would go up pretty high, 
higher perhaps than my friend would be willing 
to go—has not been the system best adapted to 
subserve the public interests. 

Whether another can be devised is a subject 
that the Committee on Retrenchment at the 
first session of its existence acted upon, ex- 
hausted itself, reported upon; and it attempted 
with all the zeal and ability it possessed then 
to persuade Congress to pass the bill regulat- 
ing the civil service of the United States, 
which I had the honor the other day to intro- 
duce in the identical language in which the 
committee reported it the last time I was on 
the committee. But there are difficulties about 
this business, as my friend from Lllinois knows 
perfectly well, difficulties that I hope he and I 
and the other members of the Committee on 


|| the Judiciary, to which the bill to which I have 


Mr. President, was it possible for Tammany | 


to perpetrate its frauds? Only upon this prin- 
ile of partisanship in official position. Do 
you suppose that all of the many millions 
of which the people of that city have been 
robbed remained in the hands of the robbers? 


Do you suppose the persons who were arrested | 


in the city of New York for robbing that city 
have got the many millions of dollars that 
they teok from the public treasury? They 
may have a portion of it, but millions of it, | 
doubt not, have gone to perpetuate themselves 
in power from year to year. It has been paid 
to just such persons as are spoken of in this 
report—persons who had political influence. 
It has been paid to pack conventions, to carry 
elections, and to stuff the ballot-boxes. I 
have no doubt millions have gone in that way. 

Mr. President, let us separate the Federal 
Government from any such use of patronage ; 
let us have a higher state of morals among 


officials; let us elevate both official integrity | 


and public virtue by insisting that the public 
patronage of the country shall no more be used 
for mere selfish and partisan purposes. And 
then, sir, we shall purify the Government ; 


then republican institutions may be continued ; | 
but, unless we can have purity in the adminis- |, to be right, and we have endeavored toimpress 


' him a Senator. 


just referred has gone, will be able to over- 
come. Where, forinstance, are youto draw the 
line (as he speaks of it) between appointing a 
man on account of his political status and ap- 
pointing a man on accountof his want of 


political status, or some other reason, is the 


difficulty. He has read from the testimony 
of Horton as showing a case of grave miscon 

duct on the part of Murphy, and it may have 
been—I pronounce no opinion on that—his 
statement when asked upon whose recom- 
mendation he was appointed to office: ‘‘Well, 
1 guess my own politieal status gave me the 
position.’’ That is exactly the answer that 
might be truthfully made by my friend from 
Illinois as to his being in this Chamber at this 
moment. It was his political status that made 
It was not, I suspect, because 
he was thought exclusively and solely the only 
man in the State of Ilhnois whose private 
character and whose fidelity to the Constitu- 
tion was above question, for, as high as we all 
place that, and | certainly place it as high as 
possible, nobody will maintain that Senators 
are selected upon that ground solely. 

That is one of the general qualifications 
which all men who are called to publie trust 
ought to possess; but it is the political status 
of every one of us here that has given us the 
places we hold, as persons having had charge 
of carrying on what my friend denominates 
party warfare—political influence. That is to 
say, we have endeavored to maintain the princi- 
ples of action in public affairs that we believe 
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those opinions upon our fellow-citizens, and || part of the honorable Senator from Illinois to 


having convinced them or assisted in convin- || 
cing them that a particular course of policy is || 
the true one, then they take us or our prede- 
cessors or our successors from among the body 
of their partisans, as they are called, to repre 
sent those principles. Does my friend from 
Illinois oppose that? If so, he ought to resign 
to-morrow and ask the Governor of Illinois to 
appoint a Democrat, or an ultra Republican, 
or something that he is not, to the place that 
he fills, because he is holding office upon false 
principles, Why, Mr. President, that is absurd. 
My friend knows it as wellasIdo. And so he 
said that in a general and abstract way he did 
not object to certain persons being appointed 
upon the idea that they had been walitiniane, 
upon the idea that they fraternized with certain 
other persons in the country with a view to a 
certain policy. 

Well, sir, how far are you to go? There is 
the practical question. You sre certainly to 
go through the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, I take it we should all agree. We 
do not want to be turned out and have our 
political adversaries put in, in order to purify 
the Government for our sakes. If you are to 
go into the Departments, would you, Mr. Presi- 
dent, or would my friend from Illinois who 
wishes to return to specie payments, desire to 


depose a Secretary of the Treasury, who was || 


in favor of returning to specie payment, and 
put in a man who was opposed to it, upon the 


ground that you must be perfectly impartial || 


in the selection of public agents, must not 
inquire which side of a political question a | 
man is on in order to know whether he is a fit 
man to execute the purposes of the Govern- 
ment in carrying out its policy? By no means. 
And‘so you may run through the Department 
of the Treasury down a good way—lI do not 
undertake now to say where, for I am as 
much in difficulty about that as my friend is; 
I wish to be abstract about that ; you may run 
down a great way before you will be perfectly 
cafe in saying, in advance of experiment, the 
Government can be carried on upon a partic- 
ular policy or principle without reposing trust 
to carry on the Government upon that policy 
and principle in the hands of the men who | 
are in favor of it from their hearts, instead of 


those who are against it or are indifferent to it. || 


But, as I said, I think we have miscon- 
ceived the issue here a little. The point is | 
not whether we are to have a civil service | 
reform—which is a subject referred to my 
friend’s own committee, where, I trust, it will | 
meet prompt and favorable action—but the | 
point simply is whether we are to have a par- 
ticular committee raised, which the Senate at 
the last session decided there was no occasion | 
for, or whether we are to proceed with the 
duties of investigation that belong to this | 
body according to the ordinary course of re- 
quiring each committee charged with a par- 
ticular branch of the public service to make 
inquiries into that. That is all there is to it, 
and | was sorry to hear the honorable Senator 
from Illinois, in making this fine speech of 
his, go out of his way upon this little question 
to assail the conduct of the Secretary of the 
Treasury in the management of his branch | 
of public affairs, and to have the country un- 
derstand as a cause of grave offense on 
the part of that official, that he had kept 
$100,000,000 in the Treasury. It was a! 


bring in, in this left-handed way, a criticism 


on the conduct of the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury to go to the country, when that subject is 
| not open to debate, and when it would be out 


of place to go into a debate upon it—a criti- 
cism upon his conduct in undertaking, as a 


private banker would, to hold resources enough | 


in his own hands to show that he had some 


hope and expectation of meeting his liabilities. 
If | may say a word in reply on a question 


that is out of the way, I will say that, instead | 


of a loss of interest to the people in holding 
that money, in my opinion it has been worth 
to them in the way of interest saved, and in 


the reduction of the inflation of currency to a | 
gold standard, more than twenty per cent. per | 
annum, and I think a discussion of that sub- || 


| ject would entirely satisfy everybody, even my 


friend from Illinois, of that fact. But that is 
entirely apart from this consideration. 
Another thing I was a little sorry for, and 


‘that was to hear my friend boldly assert, and 
'in terms, that the President of the United 


States in his message had said that the civil 
service of the United States was demoralized. 
That is the language which he imputed to the 
President of the United States. I have read 


| that message with some care and a great deal 


| of satisfaction. 


I find no such clause in it. 
The President of the United States has said 
in his message, to his honor, that the public 
service of the United States in respect to 
appointments to office could be improved. 
He hass hown, by his return of the manage- 
ment of affairs during the period of his admin- 


istration, that instead of the public service in || 
; : 
his hands being demoralized it has become || 
moralized from the condition of demoraliza. | 


tion in which he found it at the expiration of 
the term of Mr. Johnson. He has expelled 
peculators and defrauding oflicers from the 


service, and he has done it as quickly and as | 
| readily whenever he has found people who | 
have been appointed by himself as he has in |! 


respect to officers who were appointed by 
others. 
And let me tell my honorable friend from 


Illinois that the condition in the improvement || 


of the civil affairs of this Government, indeed 


|| all its affairs, beginning from the 4th of March, | 
1869, and coming down to this time, com- | 
| pared with the three years preceding that, is 


immeasurably to the advantage of the people 
of the United States. There is hardly any 
comparison between the efficiency and fidelity 


of the public service for the last three years || 
and its inefficiency and infidelity from the time | 
succeeding the death of Mr. Lincoln to the | 


expiration of the term of office of the prede- 


cessor of the present incumbent ; and no com- | 
mittee knows that better than the honorable | 


gentlemen who last composed the Committee 
on Retrenchment; nobody knowsit better than 
the honorable Senator from Lllinois, if he will 
take the pains to inform himself of some of 
the light strokes in this picture of public affairs, 
instead of looking for all the dark places he 
can find. 


Why, Mr. President, take this very custom- || 


house at New York, which, I admit, is in a 


locality so festering with corruption on all sides, 
so filled up with that element of population 
which makes politics 2 mere game and a fraud 
almost, that itis a wonder we getany revenue 
at allthere; and yet the records ot the Treasury 


little out of place, Mr. President, I submit || Department will show, compared with previous 
to you and to him, to complain of a man || years and previous Administrations, that even 


keeping money in the Treasury at the same | 
time that you are trying to raise a committee | 


| this much-abused Mr. Thomas Murphy has 


been far more efficient and successful in col- 


to keep it from going out of the Treasury. | lecting the revenue than any of his predeces- 


What has the propriety of the policy of the || sors; and yet my friend, instead of stating that | 


Secretary of the Treasury, in undertaking to | fact, hunts through this stock of testimony, 
|| where there was no cross-examination, where 
to coin, to do with the question of whether we '| the other party was not heard, and finds a fel- 
shall have a select committee to investigate || low who says that he was appointed to office 


bring legal tenders into some decent kinship 


into the administration of affairs touching | 
peculation or defalcation? Nothingatall. | 
It was therefore entirely gratuitous on the | 


on account of his political status. 
Mr. PATTERSON. The Senator will allow 
| me to say that both parties were heard. If he 
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will read the testimony all through he will gy, 
that the testimony given by Mr. Bixby, whi) 
was quoted, was replied to by other witnesge. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I am much obliged to 
my friend for the suggestion. When | gq) 
that the examination was ex parte I did yo 
| intend it in any Sense as reflecting on the com, 
mittee, because they could not go into trials 
I only meant that while the witness was tellin, 
his story there was no man to face him, as jy; 
court of justice, cross-examine him, and fing 
out exactly what he did know and how hp 
| knew it; but afterward, of course, the commit 
tee, in the performance of its duty, would ey 


|, deavor to seek information to see whethe, 


these different statements were well founded y; 
not, and I learn from what my friend frog 
New Hampshire says that in taking this ey. 
dence they did find that many of the state. 
mentsof men of this character were not borp, 
out by the statements of others. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Allow meto interrupt 
the Senator once more. Testimony was 
from Mr. Bixby, and also from Horton, \ 
respect to Mr. Leet and others. The com 
mittee had Mr. Leet before them, and he 
denied many of the statements which hai 
been made by Horton ond Bixby. 
| Mr. RAMSEY. I should like to appeal! 

the Senator from Vermont. There is no pro} 
ability of this debate closing to day. ‘Ther 
are a number of executive nominations on thy 
table, as well as reports from comuiittee 
already made, and I| hope he will give way \ 
a motion for an executive session. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will in a momeut; }y 
I wish to say one word more before | gi 
way. 

It seems that Mr. Bixby was the chief wit 
ness relied upon by the honorable Senator from 
Illinois to show that there was one man in this 
Government who was notexactly what he ough 
to be. This Mr. Bixby, if he is the same man 
I mean, is an old acquaintance of the Comuii 
tee on Retrenchment. We found him curry. 
|| ing on operations under Mr. Smythe in 1st 
|| and 1867. I donot remember all the functions 
he filled, but the chief one was to sell offic: 
and cartage and bea general broker for sundry 
_péople who were speculating and peculating 
in public affairs there in the time of Mr. Jour 
i; son. I do not think his character has ver 
\| largely improved since—— 

‘| Mr. TRUMBULL. Who is that? 
|| Mr. EDMUNDS. Bixby. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I did not read Bixby’ 
testimony. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Hampshire said you did. 
| about it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
| and from Dodge. 
| Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend from Lllinow 
| says he did not call Bixby. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not recollec 
| whether I read anything at all from him o 
| not. 

| Mr. EDMUNDS. It is not very materia! 
| Mr. Bixby’s statement would not add, to any 


The Senator from New 
That is all 1 know 


I read from Hortoi 


body that knows him, very largely to its cred 
|| ibility. 
| Mr. PATTERSON. On page 21 Mr. Bixiy 
| was called, and the examination of Mr. Bix!y 
|} ran on till Mr. A. T. Stewart was examine 
} I understood the Senator from Illinois to quot 
|| from his testimony on page 24. Pe 
| Mr. EDMUNDS. I shall yield to my frien! 
| from Minnesota to make the motion he he 
|| indicated, as I shall not finish to-night, and ! 
| it were not so late, with the permission of |i" 
|| Senate, I should ask the Secretary to read tle 
|| very interesting and lucid and short report © 
| this very committee, summing up this who 
} testimony, in which the committee itself show 
|| that while abuses of this character have {ro® 
|| time to time in special instances run throug! 
| the administration of affairs in the city of Ne’ 
| York, much more so io former times, they 
|| express entire confidence and satisfaction “ 
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—— 
the existing management of affairs, and are 


glad to recommend certain legislation in re- 
~nect to revising the laws touching certain points 


of difficulty and disturbance in that city between | 
the importers and the customs officials which | 


bad given rise to a great deal of recrimination 
and debate. I will not ask to have that read 
this evening, but to-morrow, if it shall be the 
pleasure of the Senate to have an executive 
session now, I will ask the Secretary to read 
that as part of my remarks, because the atten- 
tion of the Senate and the country, after the 
very extraordinary speech of my triend from 
Illinois, opght to be called to the commentary 
of the committee upon this very evidence. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. On what page 
is that? ; 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The opening of the re- 

ort of the committee. I now yield. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I make the motion for an 
executive session. 


INTERNAL REVENUE REPORT. 


Mr. HOWE. I desire consent to introduce 
a concurrent resolution, to be referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Very well. 

Mr. HOWE submitted the following concur- 
rent resolution: 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Represent- 
atives concurring.) That two thousand additional 
copies of the last report of the Commissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue, with the tables, be printed and 
bound for the use of the Commissioner; and that 
five hundred additional copies be printed with paper 
covers, also for the use of the Commissioner. 

The resolution was referred to the Commit- 


tee on Printing. 
SENATOR FROM GEORGIA. 


Mr. THURMAN. Iask the Senator from 
Minnesotato withdraw the motion fora moment 
to allow me to ask unanimous consent to take 
up the credentials of Mr. Norwood, of Georgia, 
and refer them to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

The motion to refer was agreed to. 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES, 
Mr. ROBERTSON. Task the Senator from 


Minnesota to withdraw his motion to allow me 
to ask that House bill No. 380, for the removal 
of legal and political disabilities imposed by 
the third section of the fourteenth article of 
amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States, reported by the Committee on Disabili- 
ties this morning, be made the special order 
for one o’clock on Thursday next. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, do not let us have 
any special orders yet. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Vermont objects. 

Mr. RAMSEY. That will take more time 
than we can spend just now. It will come up 
naturally to-morrow morning after the morn- 
ing hour. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Lhope the motion to 
go into executive session will be voted down 
then, and let us get up the other business. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope the Senator from 
Illinois will not violate the rules by making 
Speeches on a motion to go into executive ses- 
sion. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Minnesota moves that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

The question being put, a division was called 
for, and the ayes were twenty-seven. 

_Mr. TRUMBULL. As this is the test-ques- 
tion on the removal of disabilities, I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
at all. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I wish simply to say that 
the ipse dixit of the Senator from Illinois 
cannot make this a test-question for me nor 
for any other man. 


It is not a test-question 


I thinkit is. I call for 





1! 


| 


The one being taken by yeas and nays, | 


resulted—yeas 31, nays 25; as tollows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Boreman, Brown- 
low, Buckingham, Cameron, Carpenter, Chandler, 


Michigan, Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, Gilbert, Ham- 

lin, Howe, Kellogg, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, 

Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Ram- 

sey, Scott, Sherman, and Wright—81. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alcorn, Blair, Casserly, Cooper, 

| Davis of West Virginia, Fenton, Ferry of Connec- 
ticut, Hamilton of Maryland, Harlan, Hill, John- 
ston, Lewis, Logan, Rice, Robertson, Sawyer, 
Schurz, Stevenson, Stockton, Sumner, Thurman, 
Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, and Wilson—25. 

ABSEN T—Messrs. Bayard,Caldwell, Cole, Cragin, 
Davis of Kentucky, Hamilton of Texas, Hitchcock, 
Kelly, Morrill of Maine, Saulsbury, Spencer, 
| Sprague, Stewart, West, and Windom—15, 


So the motion was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
The Senate thereupon proceeded to the con- 


minutes spent in executive session the doors 
were reopened, and (at three o’clock and 


journed. 





Monpbay, December 11, 1871. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 


} 
| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Butter, D. D. 
| The Journal of Thursday last was read and 
| approved, 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the 


first business in order during the morning hour 


not to be brought back into the House by 
motions to reconsider. Under this call memo- 


Legislatures may be presented for printing and 
reference. The morning hour now begins, at 
| five minutes past twelve o’clock. 


DISCHARGE OF POOR CONVICTS. 
Mr. PETERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


480) in regard to the discharge of poor con- 
victs; which was read a first and second time, 
| ordered to be printed, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

REMOVAL OF CAUSES FROM STATE COURTS. 

Mr. PETERS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 481) in amendment of an act entitled ‘‘ An 
act for the removal of causes in certain cases 
from State courts,’’ approved July 27, 1867, 


| approved March 2, 1867, and July 27, 1868; 
which was read a first and second time, ordered 
to be printed, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


COMPENSATION OF CRIERS. 
Mr. PETERS also introduced a bill (H. R. 





of the United States courts; which was read 


sideration of executive business. After twenty | 


thirty-three minutes p. m.) the Senate ad- | 


and acts in addition to and amendatory thereof, | 


} 
| 


i 


Clayton, Conkling, Corbett, Edmunds, Ferry of | 
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ciency in the appropriations for the expenses 
of the joint select Committee on Alleged Out- 
rages in the Southern States; which was read 
a first and second time, ordered to be printed, 


_and referred to the Committee on Appropri- 


ations. 
ACTIONS IN COURT OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. POLAND also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 485) to regulate actions in the Court of 


| Claims by loyal owners of property seized 


under the act of March 12, 1863; which was 


‘| read a first and second time, ordered to be 
| printed, and referred to the Committee on the 


is the calling of the States and Territories for | 
the introduction of bills and joint resolutions 
for reference to their appropriate committees, || 


rials and resolutions of State and territorial | 


a first and second time, ordered to be printed, | 


and referred to the Committee on the Judi- |! 


ciary. 
AMENDMENT OF RULES. 

Mr. PETERS also introduced a resolution 
to amend the rules of the House so that bills 
introduced by unanimous consent shall not be 
brought back by a motion to reconsider; which 


| 

| 

| c . . . 

| No. 482) regulating the compensation of criers 
| 

| 

| 


| 
| 
| 
' 


Committee on Rules. 
REMISSION OF TAXES ON VESSELS. 
| Mr. LYNCH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


| 483) authorizing the Commissioner of Internal 
/and collected on vessels; which was read a 
| first and second time, ordered to be printed, 
| and referred to the Committee of Ways and 


Means. 
EXPENSES OF JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE. 


Mr. POLAND introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


484) making an appropriation to supply a defi- 


was ordered to be printed, and referred to the | 


tevenue to remit and pay back taxes assessed | 


| Judiciary. 


FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS. 
Mr. BUFFINTON introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 486) authorizing the construction of a 
building at Fall River, Massachusetts, for cus- 
tom-house, post office, and other purposes ; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


COMMISSION OF ARBITRATION AT GENEVA, 
Mr. BANKS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


487) making appropriations for expenses which 
may be incurred under the treaty of Washing- 
ton relating to the commission of arbitration 
at Geneva; which was read a first and second 
time, ordered to be printed, and referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


FISHERIES. 


Mr. BANKS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 488) to carry into effect the provisions of 
the treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain, signed in the city of Washing- 
ton on the 8th of May, 1871, relating to the 
fisheries; which was read a first and second 
time, ordered to be printed, and referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


BRITISH AND AMERICAN CLAIMS COMMISSION. 


Mr. BANKS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 489) to give effect to the provisions of the 
treaty of Washington relating to the British 
and American claims commission: which was 
read a first and second time, ordered to be 
printed, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

AMERICAN CITIZENS OWNING SLAVES. 





Mr. BAN KSalso introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
490) to carry into effect article thirteen of the 
| amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States, and to prohibit the owning or dealing 
in slaves by American citizens in foreign 
countries; which was read a first and second 
time, ordered to be printed, and referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


BRONZE STATUE OF ADMIRAL FARRAGUT. 


Mr. BANKS also introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 51) providing for a colossal 
bronze statue of Admiral Farragut, after a 
design molded from life; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


EXPOSITION OF INDUSTRY IN AUSTRIA. 


Mr. BANKS also presented a letter from the 
Secretary of State, relating to an exposition 
of industry in Vienna, Austria; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


D. B. ALLEN AND COMPANY. 


Mr. TWICHELL introduced a bill (H. KR. 
No. 491) to provide for the payment of D. Bb. 
Allen & Co. for services in carrying the Uni 
ted States mails; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committce 
| on the Post Office and Posi Roads. 


NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT. 





Mr. KELLOGG introduced a bill (H. R. 
| No. 492) for continuing the improvement of 
| New Haven harbor, Connecticut; which was 
| read a first and second time, and referred to 
i the Committee on Commerce. 








,, 


56 


HOUSATONIC RIVER, CONNECTICUT. 


Mr. KELLOGG 
R. No. 493) for continuing the 
of the Housatonic river, Connecticut ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. WHEELER introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 494) relating to the Central Pacific rail- 
road: which was read a first and second time, 

id referred to the Committee on the Pacific 

ilroad. 

STAFF OF THE ARMY, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of New York, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 495) to reorganize the staff 
of the Army, and for other purposes; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

STATE AND WAR DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr. SLOCUM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
496) to authorize the renting of certain build- 
ings for the temporary use of ‘the State and War 
Departments; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed. 

FREDERICK A. GARLICK. 

Mr. DUELL introduced oa. bill (H. R. No 
497) granting an invalid pension to Frederick 
A. Garlick, of Cortland county, New York; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Indian Pensions. 

HENRY A. MESSENGER. 
Mr. DUELL also introduced a bill (H. R. 


also introduced a bill (H. | 
. " 
improvement 





deputy collector of internal revenue for the 


No. 498) for the relief of Henry A. Messen- | 


ger; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee of Claims. 
UNITED STATES COURT AT SYRACUSE, 

Mr. DUELL also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 499) to provide for the holding of a term 
of the circuit and district court of the United 
States for the northern district of New York 
at the city of Syracuse, in said State; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

GENERAL AMNESTY. 

Mr. COX introduced a bill (H. R. No. 500) 
for general amnesty withoutexc eptions; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

SURFMEN ON 


Mr. HAZL ae of New Jersey, 
duced a bill (H. No. 


JERSEY COAST. 


intro- 
501) authorizing an 


appropriation for sy employment of surfmen | 


at life-saving stations on the coast of New 
Jersey; which was read a first and second 
time, and, with an accompanying letter of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PAY OF INFORMERS. 


Mr. MERCUR introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
502) to repeal all laws giving to an informer 
any share or portion of the fines, penalties, 
and forfeitures imposed upon persons con- 
victed of violation of the 
laws; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed, 

INTER-STATE COMMUNICATION. 


Mr. KILLINGER introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 503) to facilitate intercommunication and 
promote a cheap and uniform system of rail- 
road transportation in all parts of the United 
States and Territories; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Railwaysand Canals, and ordered to be printed. 


JOUN P. REED. 


Mr. GRIFFITH introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 504) for the relief of John P. Reed, late 


internal revenue | 


twentieth district of Pennsylvania ; whic th was | 


read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to 
printed. 
WILLIAM COURSON AND OTHERS. 

Mr. GRIFFITH also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 505) for the relief of William Courson, 
Huldah Courson, David Courson, and Emma 
Courson, minor children of David W. Cour- 
son, deceased, late a private in company G, 
sixty-third regiment Pennsylvania volunteers; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 


BOUNTY LANDS FOR SOLDIERS, ETC 


Mr. GRIFFITH also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 506) granting bounty lands to ail hon- 


be | 
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| orably discharged soldiers and sailors who were | 


_ mustered into the 
in the war for the suppression of the rebel- 
lion; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

LIGHT-HOUSE ON LAKE ERIR. 

Mr. SCOFIELD introduced a bill (H. R. 
| No. 507) to authorize the building of a light- 
| house on the north side of Presque Isle, Lake 
Irie; which was read a first and second time, 


| ordered to be printed. 
ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA. 
Mr. SCOFIELD also introduced a bill (H. 
| R. No. 508) to extend certain privileges to the 
port of Erie, in the State of Pennsylvania ; 
which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 
PATENT OFFICE DRAWINGS, ETC. 
Mr. SCOFIELD also introduced 
R. No. 509) to provide for furnishing copies 
of drawings and ‘specifications of the 


at Erie and Williamsport, Pennsylvania; which 


the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be 
printed. 
ENLISTMENTS IN THE ARMY. 

Mr. STORM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
510) to prevent the enlistment in the Army of 
the United States of persons under the age of 
twenty-one years ; which was read a first and 
second time, 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, introduced a 

bill (H. R. No. 511) fixing the time from which 


pensions heretofore granted, or which may 
hereafter be granted, shall commence, and ex- 





for the same; which was read a first and 

second time, referred to the Committee on In- 

valid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
BOUNTY LANDS. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, also 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 512) granting bounty 
| lands to the soldiers and sailors who served in 
the war for the suppression of the rebellion, 
and to the widows and children of those who 
are dead ; 
time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


| JOHN GARSED, 


Mr. KELLEY introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 513) for the relief of John Garsed; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 


printed. 
MARY WADE, 


| Mr. B. F. MEYERS introduced a bill (H. 
| R. No. 


| ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


|| and ordered to be printed. 


| referred to the Committee on Commerce, and | 


service of the United States | 





December 11. 


SECURITY OF LIVES OF PASSENGERs. 

Mr. NEGLEY introduced a bill (H, R 
No. 515) to amend an act entitled ** An act +, 
provide for the better se curity of life on board 
of vessels propelled in whole or in part by 

| steam, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
February 28, 1871; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


ABOLITION OF ITARBOR AND OTHER FEEs, 


Mr. NEGLEY also introduced a bill (H, R. 
No. 516) prohibiting that harbor, port, or pilot 
age fees, dues, or other taxes or Wn posts be 
levied or pretended to be levied on the tonnage, 
merchandise, trade, imports, or cargoes o{ 
any vessel, or the vessel itself, by virtue of 
the author ity of any State or municipal govern. 
ment, except wharfage, pierage, and dockage, 
and enacting that the collection or attempt to 
collect the same or any portion thereof he» 
penal offense; which was read a first and sec. 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Com 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 


FIXING SALARIES. 
Mr. NEGLEY also introduced a bill (H.R 


| No. 517 ) fixing the salaries of certain office: 


which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, an 
ordered to be printed. 
RETIRED NAVAL OFFICERS. 
Mr. NIEGLEY also introduced a bill (H. 


No. 518) in relation to promotion in the “the 


|| to grades of commo nent rear admiral, 


a bill (A. | 


Patent | 
'| Office to the circuit courts of the United States 


was read a first and second time, referred to |} 


referred to the Committee on | 


tending the time for the filing of applications | 


intro- | 


which was read a first and second || 


the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be | 


514) granting apension to Mary Wade; l 
which was read a first and second time, re- H 


pay of retired officers; which was read a fi 
and second time, and | i iceeall to the Com: 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

NAVY AND MARINE PENSIONS. 


| Mr. ARCHER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

519) to regulate the pensions of the Navy an 
| Marine corps, and for other purposes; which 
was read a first and second time, referred 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and order 
to be printed. 


GRANT OF LANDS TO COLLEGES. 
Mr. TERRY introduced a bill (H. R. No 


520) donating public lands to the several States 
and Territories which may provide a college 
for the advancement of literature, science. at 
| the arts; which was read a first and seco 
time, referred to the Committee on the Publi 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
ABOLITION OF AN OATH OF OFFICE. 
Mr. ao of Virginia, introduced 
(H. R. No. ) to repeal the act of July 2, 
1862, pre ibe an oath of office; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 


Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered | 
be printed. 


JOUN O’ KELLY. 


Mr. COBB introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

) for the relief of John O’ Kelly, of Cam- 

den county, North Carolina; which was read 

\| a first and second time, and referred to the 
| Committee of Claims. 


WILLIAM E. BOND. 


Mr. COBB also introduced a bill (H. R 
No. 523) for the relief of William E. Bond, 
late collector of internal revenue of the firs! 
| district of North Carolina; which was read 4 
first and second time, and referred to the Cou 
mittee of Claims. 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES 


Mr. WALLACE introduced a bill (H.R 
No. 524) to remove disabilities from John BR. 
Alexander, John R. Wallace, end James 
McCants; which was read a first and secon 
time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


JACOB R, DAVIS, 


Mr. WHITELEY introduced a bill (H. B. 
No. 525) for the relief of Jacob R. Davis, ©! 


| Siakesnad county, Georgia; which was read 
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a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Freedmen’s Affairs. 
REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 

Mr. WHITELEY also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 526) to relieve from political disabili- 
ties Richard F, Lyon, Cincinnatus Peoples, 
and David Irwin, of Georgia ; W hich was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
(Committee on the Judiciary. — 

Mr. SPEER, of Georgia, introduced a bill 

iH, R. No. 527) to remove the disabilities of 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


ertain parties laboring under disabilities im- 
«ed by the fourteenth amendment in the | 
Sate of Georgia ; which was read a first and | 
second time, and referred to the Committee | 
on the Judiciary. | 
AUGUSTINE BACON. 

Mr. PRICE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
598) for the relief of Augustine Bacon ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 

Mr. SLOSS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
529) to remove all legal and political disabili- | 
ties from persons therein named; which was | 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Mississippi, introduced a 
pill (H. R. No. 530) for the removal of the 
political and civil disabilities of certain citi- | 
vens of Mississippi therein named ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the | 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 
be printed. 
SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS IN LOUISIANA. 
Mr. DARRALL introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 531) to provide for the sale of certain pub- 


lic lands in the State of Louisiana; which was | 


read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 


MRS. ANNE JEFFRIES. 


Mr. SPRAGUE introduced a bill (H. R. | 


‘o. 582) in relation to the pension of Mrs. 
Anne Jeffries; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

ISAAC B. KINKEAD. 


Mr. SPRAGUE also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 533) for the relief of Isaac B. Kinkead ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, TOLEDO. 


Mr. PECK introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


534) to provide for holding the United States 


district court in the city of Toledo; which was | 


read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 
be printed, 


ASA M. TRIMBLE. 


Mr. BEATTY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
535) for the relief of Asa M. Trimble; which 
was read a first and second time, and, with 
the accompanying papers, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 


AMENDMENT OF RULES. 

Mr. VAN TRUMP introduced a resolution 
to amend a certain rule of the House; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Rules, 
and ordered to be printed. 


CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 
_Mr. MORGAN introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 52) proposing an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, 
s0 as to make naturalized citizens eligible for 


the offices of President and Vice President ; | 


which was read a first and second time, referred 


| ia for the accommodation of the United 





| on 


| 


| 





to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT COVINGTON. 


Mr. ARTHUR introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 586) to enable the President to purchase 
& site and erect thereon a fire-proof build- 


THE 








States courts and post office in the city of 
Covington, Kentucky; which was read a first 


to be printed. 


WILLIAM T. CHEATHAM, 


Mr. McHENRY introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 587) for the relief of William T. Cheat- 


ham ; which was read a first and second time, | 


and referred to the Committee of Claims. 
Mr. McHENRY alsointroduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 538) for the benefit of William T. Cheat- 
ham ; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


HOMESTEAD LAW. 


Mr. RICE, of Kentucky, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 539) to enable honorably dis- 
charged soldiers and sailors, their widows and 
orphan children, to acquire homesteads on 
the public lands of the United States ; which 


was read a first and second time, referred to | 


the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS LANE. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, introduced a 


bill (H. R. No. 540) for the relief of Thomas | 


Lane, of Tennessee; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 


METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Mr. GOLLADAY presented joint resolu- 
tions of the senate and house of represent- 
atives of the State of Tennessee in favor of the 
establishment, by international coiperation, 
of a systematic plan of meteorological observa- 
tions and crop reports ; which were referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 


PENSION LAW OF 1871. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE presented resolutions 
of the General Assembly of the State of Ten- 
nessee, instructing her Senators and request- 
ing her Representatives to vote for a modifi- 
cation of the pension law of February, 1871 ; 
which were referred to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions. 

SOLDIERS OF THE WAR OF 1812. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE introduced a bill (H. 

R. No. 541) to modify the first section of the 


| act of Congress, approved February 14, 1871, 


entitled ‘‘ An act granting pensions to the sol- 
diers and sailors of the war of 1812, and the 
widows of deceased soldiers,’’ 


war and the surviving widows of such as may 


be deceased; which was read a first and sec- | 


ond time, referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions and War of 1812, and 
ordered to be printed. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN WEST TENNESSEE. 


and second time, referred to the Committee | 
Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered | 


so as to extend | 
its provisions to all soldiers and sailors of said | 





| 





Mr. CALDWELL introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 542) to change the place of holding the | 
United States circuit and district courts in the | 


district of West Tennessee to Humboldt, in Gib- 


son county; which was read a first and second | 


time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
MISSISSIPPI LEVEES. 


Mr. CALDWELL also introduced a bill (H. | 


R. No. 543) to grant to the justices of the 


county of Fulton, Keggucky, and the justices | 


of Lake county, Tennéssee, five hundred thou- 
sand acres of public land to enable them to 
levee the Mississippi river upon the borders 
of said counties; which was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the select Com- | 


mittee on the Mississippi Levees. 
REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr. GARRETT introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 544) to relieve certain persons therein | 


named of legal and political disabilities ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
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referred, with the accompanying papers, to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT MEMPHIS. 


Mr. VAUGHAN introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 545) to provide fora building suited to 
the use of the custom-house, post office, and 
pension and revenue offices, and the judicial 
officers of the United States in the city of 
Memphis, Tennessee; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


CHARLES F. TRACY. 


Mr. NIBLACK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
546) for the relief of Charles F. Tracy ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Indian A ffairs. 


T. R. CURTIS AND J. H. RICHMOND. 


Mr. NIBLACK also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 547) for the relief of T. R. Curtis and 
J. H. Richmond; which was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 


PENSIONS FOR SERVICE IN INDIAN WARS. 


Mr. KERR introduced a bill (H. R. No. 548) 
to so amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act granting 
pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the 
war of 1812, and to widows of deceased sol- 
diers,’’ approved February 14, 1871, as to ex- 
tend its provisions to the soldiers of the war 
against the Indians in the Northwest, under Gen- 
eral William H. Harrison, in 1811 and 1812; 
which was reada first and second time, ordered 


to be printed, and referred to the Committee 


on Revolutionary Pensions and War of i812. 
GEORGE W. WILSON. 


Mr. WILSON, of Indiana, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 549) for the relief of George W. 
Wilson, private in the first Iowa battery, and 
to remove from him the charge of desertion ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


BUREAU OF LABOR. 
Mr. SHANKS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


| 550) establishing a bureau of labor, providing 





for the appointment of a commissioner thereof, 
and defining his duties ; which was read a first 
and second time, ordered to be printed, and 
referred to the Committee on Education and 
Labor. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT INDIANAPOLIS. 


Mr. COBURN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
551) to provide for the erection of an addi 
tion to the United States court-house and post 
office at Indianapolis, Indiana; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. 


RESTORATION OF RECORDS AT CHICAGO. 


Mr. FARWELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
552) to restore the records of the United 
States courts at Chicago, Illinois; which was 
read a first and second time, ordered to be 
printed, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

B. H, CAMPBELL. 


Mr. FARWELL also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 553) for the relief of B. H. Campbell, 
United States marshal at Chicago, Illinois ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN ILLINOIS. 


Mr. BURCHARD introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 554) to divide the State of Illinois into 
three judicial districts, and for other purposes ; 
which was read a first and second time, 
ordered to be printed, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


RELIEF OF CHICAGO SUFFERERS BY FIRE. 


Mr. BURCHARD also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 555) for the relief of the sufferers by 


fire at Chicago, Illinois; which was read a first 
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avd second time, ordered to be printed, and 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
TAXATION. 

Mi McNEELY introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 53) proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States in 
regard to taxation; which was read a first 
and second time, ordered to be printed, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


MISSISSIPPI AND MICHIGAN SHIP-CANAL. 
Mr. SNAPP introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


556) for the construction of a ship canal for 
the passage of armed and naval vessels from 
the Mississippi river to Lake Michigan, and for 
other purposes; which was read a first and 
second time, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SNAPP. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Commitiee on Railways and 
Canals. 

Mr. CONGER. I move to amend that mo- 
tion so that the bill shall be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SNAPP. I prefer that it shall go to 
the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

Mr. PETERS. I ask that the bill may be 
read at length. 

The bill was read. 

The question recurred upon the motion of 
Mr. Concern, to refer the bil to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I hope the gentle- 
man from Michigan [Mr. Concer] will not 
insist upon his motion. 

The SPEAKER. The question is uot de- 
batable. 

Mr. CONGER. Lunderstand the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Snape] accepts my amend- 
ment to have this bill referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. SNAPP. I will not object. 

The bill was accordingly referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


ELIZABETH YORK. 


Mr. M¢ )( IRE introdues d a bill ( H. R. No 557) 
granting a pension to Elizabeth York; which 
was read a first and second time, aud referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Peusions. 


MARY 8. HOME, 


Mr. MOORE also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 558) granting a pension to Mary S. Home; 
which was read a first and second time. and 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Peusions. 


ADDITIONAL PAY TO VOLUNTEERS, 
Mr. BEVERIDGE introduced a bill (H.R. 


No. 559) for additional pay to persons commis 
sioned in the volunteer service and not mus- 
tered in new rank; which was read a first and 
second time. and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

DUTIES AT CHICAGO. 

Mr. BEVERIDGE also introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 560) for the suspension of the col 
lection of duties on goods, &c., at the port of 
Chicago; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Com 
merce, 

TERRITORY OF OKLAHOMA, 


Mr. WELLS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
561) to organize the Territory of Oklahoma, 
and consolidate certain Indian tribes under 
territorial government; which was read a first 


aud second time, referred to the Committee on | 


the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 
THOMAS B. WALLACE, 

Mr. COMINGO introduced a bill (A. R. 
No. 562) for the relief of Thomas B. Wallace, 
of Lexington, Missouri; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT KANSAS CITY. 

Mr. COMINGO also introduced a bill (H. 

R. No. 568) to provide for a building at Kan- 


gas City, Missouri, for the use of the post office | 


, : 
and internal revenue offices; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the | 


Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
JURISDICTION OF COURT OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri, introduced 
a bill (H. RK. No. 564) to amend an act entitled 
‘‘An act to restrict the jurisdiction of the 
Court of Claims, and provide for the payment 
of certain demands tor quartermasters’ stores 
and subsistence supplies turnished to the Army 
of the United States,’’ approved July 4, 1864; 
which was read a first and second time. referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MISSOURI, KANSAS, AND TEXAS RAILROAD. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri, also intro- 
duceda bill (H.R. No.565)designating the point 
at which the Missouri, Kansas, and lexas rail- 
road may cross Red river; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Railways and Canals. 

WILLIAM M. NEECE, 

Mr. HAVENS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
566) for the relief of William M. Neece; which 
was read a first and second time. and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

HUGH WALLACE. 


Mr. HAVENS also introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 567) granting a pension to Hugh Wallace; | 
which was read a first and second time, and | 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 
WILLIAM 8. JOHNSON, 


Mr. HAVENS also introdneed a bill (H. R. 
No. 568) for the relief of William S. Johnson ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

CUARLES A, STEINHARD. 
Mr. HAVENS also introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 569) for the relief of Charles A. Stein- | 


hard; which was read a first and second time, 


| and referred to the Committee on Military 


Affairs. 
PAY OF ARMY OFFICERS. 
Mr. HAVENS also introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 570) plaeing the offcers of certain Mis- 


souri troops upon an equal footing with others 
as to the three months’ pay proper authorized 
by an act approved March 3, 1865; which was 


| read a first and second time, referred to the 


| Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to | 


be printed. 
MARRIAGE AND EDUCATION, 


Mr. KING introduced a joint resolution (H. 
R. No. 54) proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States ia regard to 
the marriage and education of the white and 
colored inhabitants of the United States; which 


| was read a first and second time, referred to 


the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. : 
FRANCIS M. MONKS. 


Mr. EDWARDS introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 571) for the relief of Francis M. Monks; 


| which was read a first and second time, and 


' referred tothe Committee on Military Affairs. || 


AMOS FARLING. 
Mr. STOUGHTON introduced a bill (H. 


R. No. 572) granting a pension to Amos Far- | 
ling, of Buchanan, Michigan ; which was read 


Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


ASHER A. SPICER. 


Mr. STOUGHTON also introduced a bill | 


(H. R. No. 573) for the relief of Asher A. 


Spicer; which was read a first and second time, | 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, | 


and ordered to be printed. 
EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 
Mr. STOUGHTON also introduced a bill 


(H. R. No. 574) to equalize the bounties of 
soldiers. sailors, and marines who served in 


December 1], 


——— - ees 


the late war for the suppression of the rebel. 
lion; which was read a first and second tim, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affaire 
and ordered to be printed. m 
SETH M. WHITLER. : 

Mr. STOUGHTON also introduced a pj); 
(H. R. No. 575) for the relief of Seth \ 
Whitler, late private of the fourth regimen; 
Michigan infantry; which was read a firg 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 

MARY PETRIE, 

Mr. STOUGHTON also introduced a pjjj 
(H. R. No. 576) for the relief of Mary Petrie. 
| widow of George C. Petrie, late a. private sey 
enteenth Michigan infantry volunteers; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
|| the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
|| to be printed. 
| ADDITIONAL BOUNTY. 
|| Mr. STOUGHTON also introduced a bill 
| (H R. No. 577) to extend the time for filing 

claims for additional bounty under the act of 

July 28, 1866; which was read a first and sec. 

ond time, referred to the Committee on Mil. 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
MILITARY ROAD. 
|| Mr. SUTHERLAND introduced a bill (H, 
R. No. 578) to extend the time for the com 
pletion of the military road from Fort Wilkin, 
|| at Copper Harbor, in the State of Michigan, 
to Fort Howard, at Green Bay, in the State of 
|| Wisconsin ; which was read a first and second 
| time, referred to the Committee on the Public 
_ Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


ABRAHAM COOPER, 
|| Mr WALDRON introduced a bill (EH. R. 


| No. 579) granting a pension to Abraham 
| Cooper; which was read a first and second 
| time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
| Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


| 
| REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
| Mr. CONNER introduced a bill (i. R. No, 


| 580) to remove political disabilities from cer 

| tain citizens of Texas; which was read a first 

| and second time, referred to the Committee on 
| the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

T. UW CARPENTER 

| Mr. DONNAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

581) to restore the name of T. H. Carpenter, 

late cantain seventeenth United States infantry, 

to the rolls of the Army; which was read a 

first and second time, referred to the Commit: 

tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to le 

printed. 

SARA T, CLOUGH. 

| 





‘| Mr. DONNAN also introduced a bill (H R. 
| No. 582) granting arrears of pension to Sara! 
| 'T. Clough; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
| Pensions. 

IRRIGATION OF BEAR RIVER VALLEY. 


| Mr. MecCRARY introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 583) to provide for the irrigation of Bear 
River valley, in Utah Territory; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
| Committee on the Public Lands, and ordere¢ 
|| to be printed. 
|| UTILIZING WATER POWER. 
| Mr. MeCRARY also introduced a bill (H 
|| R. No. 584) providing for utilizing certai 
| water power; which was read a first and sec 
' ond time, referred to the Committee on Com 
| 
} 


| 
| 
| 
| 


merce, and ordered to be printed. 
JAMES H. JORDON. 
Mr. McCRARY also introduced a bill (1. 


| don, a surviving partner of Jordon & Cane, 


of Van Buren county, lowa; which was rea: 


a first and second time, referred to the Com 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to 
| printed. 
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COMMERCE AMONG THE STATES. 1} 


Mr. MeCRARY also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 586) to regulate commerce among the 
several States; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


ROBERT SUTHERLAND. 


Mr. McCRARY also introduced a bill (H. | 
. No. 587) for the relief of Robert Suther- 
land; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. I} 


WILLIAM MOUNT. 


Mr. McCRARY also introduced a bill (H. 
k. No. 588) for the relief of William Mount; 
which was read a first and second time. and |, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


JOSEPH A. MONTGOMERY. | 


Mr. McCRARY also introduced a bill (H. | 
R. No. 589) granting a pension to Joseph A. 
Montgomery; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

RELIEF OF SETTLERS ON PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. ORR introduced a bill (H. R. No. 590) 
for the relief of certain settlers on the public 
lands in Iowa under the provisions of the | 
homestead law; which was read a first and | 
second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

LETTER-CARRIERS. 

Mr. COTTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
591) in relation to the employment of letter- 
carriers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 

AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION, 

Mr. COGHLAN introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 57) proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States in 
relation to the disposal of the public lands ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
tothe Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MILITARY RESERVATION AT POINT SAN JOSE. 

Mr. HOUGHTON introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 592) for the relief of the former occupants 
of the military reservation at Point San José, 
in the city and county of San Francisco, and 
for other purposes; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


INCORPORATION OF RAILWAY COMPANY. 


Mr. DUNNELL introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 593) to incorporate the Great Salt Lake |, 
and Colorado River Railway Company and to 
aid in the construction of its road, and for the 
purpose of securing the lands along the line 
of said road to actual settlers at $2 50 per || 
acre, and in quantities not exceeding one hun- | 
dred and sixty acres to each settler; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the | 
Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT TOPEKA. 


Mr. LOWE introduced a bill (H. R. No. |, 
594) to provide for a building for the use of || 
the Federal courts, post office, internal rev- | 
enue and other civil offices, in the city of | 
Topeka, Kansas ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on || 
Publie Buildings and Grounds, and ordered || 
to be printed. 

REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 


Mr. HEREFORD introduced a bill (H. BR. | 
No. 595) to remove political disabilities from | 


all the eltizens of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to | 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered | 
to be printed. \ 

Mr. HEREFORD also introduced abill (A. || 
R. No. 696) to remove disabilities from certain || 


| time, referred to the Committee on Military 


| No. 
| of certain courts in Montana, and for other | 
| purposes ; which was read a first and second 

time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- | 


| was read a first and 








persons named therein ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
SETTLERS IN COLORADO 
Mr. CHAFFEE introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 597) for the relief of actual settlers upon 


| certain lands in the Territory of Colorado, | 


and for other purposes; which was read a first | 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
FORT COLLINS MILITARY RESERVATION. 
Mr. CHAFFEE also introduced a bill (H. 
Rt. No. 598) declaring the lands constituting 
the Fort Collins military reservation in the | 
Territory of Colorado subject to preémption 
and homestead entry, as provided tor in exist- 
ing laws; which was read a first end second 


Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT DENVER. 


Mr. CHAFFEE also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 599) to provide for the construction of 
a building for the use of the post office, United 
States courts, the United States marshal, the 
internal revenue and other civil offices in the | 
city of Denver, Colorado; which was read a | 


| first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
‘tee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and 


ordered to be printed. 
RAILROADS IN DAKOTA. 


Mr. ARMSTRONG introduced « bill (H. 
R. No. 600) approving the act passed by the 
Legislative Assembly of Dakota Territory 
authorizing the people to vote aid to railroads ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Railroads and 
Canals. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS IN TERRITORIES. 


Mr. ARMSTRONG also introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 601) conferring upon the Terri- | 
tories the benefits of internal improvement | 
lands under the act of September 4, 1841; | 


which was read a first and second time, and 


referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


COURTS OF MONTANA. 
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sin and Fox rivers, approved July 7, 1870; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


COMPENSATION OF LETTER-CARRIERS. 

Mr. L. MYERS introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 608) increasing the compensation of let 
ter-carriers, under the free-delivery system, to 
$1,200 per annum; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

TRANSPORTATION OF THE MAILS, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 609) relating to proposals and contracts 
for the transportation of the mails, and for 
other purposes; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the 


| Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be 


Mr. CLAGETT introduced a bill (H. R. | 


602) more clearly to define the nature 


ciary, and ordered to be printed. 
ELIAS C. BOUDLNOT, 


Mr. KERR introduced a bill (H. 


603 ) 


second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, with the accompanying papers, 
and ordered to be printed. 
PROTECTION OF THE FRANCHISE, 
Mr. HOAR introduced a bill (H. 
604) to protect the elective franchise ; 


hk. No. 

which 
second time, referred 
the Committee on Revision of the Laws ofthe | 


|, United States, and ordered to be printed. 


COMMERCE WITHIN THE UNITED STATES. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, introduced 


| a bill (H. R. No. 605) to secure and protect | 


the freedom of transit and commerce within | 


| the United States; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


HOMESTEADS TO SOLDIERS AND SAILORS. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, also intro- 


| duced a bill (H. R. No. 606) granting home- 
| gteads to actual settlers who were soldiers or 


sailors; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT IN FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS, 

Mr. SAWYER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
607) in addition to an act for the improvement 
of water communication between the Missis- 
sippi river and Lake Michigan by the Wiscon- | 


to | 


RK. No. | 
for the relief of Elias C. Boudinot, a | 
Cherokee Indian: which was read a first and | 


printed. 
SALE OF UNITED STATES ARSENALS, 
Mr. SLOCUM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


610) authorizing the sale of certain arsenals 
and other property ofthe United States; which 


| was read a first and second time. and referred 


to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. MERCUR. Iask unanimous consent 
to make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER. How much time does the 
gentleman desire ? 

Mr. MERCUR. A few minutes only. I can- 
not state the exact time, but not to exceed 
fifteen minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
sllowing the gentleman from Pennsylvania to 
make a personal explanation, not to exceed 
fifteen minutes? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. MERCUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
make a personal explanation, based upon a 
dispatch in the New York Times of the 8th 
instant, from Washington, which I ask the 
Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

* The Apportionment.—Mr. Mrrcur, of Pennsyl- 
vania, in the debate on the apportionment bill yes- 
terday, undertook to criticise the census tables which 
had been distributed to members, giving the ratio 
of representation for any specified number of mem- 
bers, fromtwo hundred and forty-one (the present 
House) up to three hundred. The result was that 
lic made a miscalculation. Instead of taking the 
representative population of the United States, as 
shown by the table prepared, he took the total popu- 
lation, including the District of Columbia and Ter- 
ritories, and divided that by 137,800 as the ratio for 
two hundred and eighty members, then distributed 
the members among the States according to this 
ratio. Whereas the census tables took the actual 
representative population, excluding the District of 
Columbia and Territories, which, for two Lundred 
and eighty members, made the ratio smaller, namely, 
136,119. Then in his criticisms about the arbitrary 
application of the fractional representation, if he 
had referred to the law, plainly printed in the same 
statement, he would have seen that it requires that 
the surplus representation shall be given, not to all 
the States having a majority fraction, but to those 
having the largest fraction. If but four members 
are thus apportioned, but four States can beselected, 
and these the highest. For a tmember of the Judi- 
ciary Committee who has studied this subject for 
ten months, the judge was decidedly foggy.’”’ 


Mr. MERCUR, 
tion of opinion—— 
Mr. DAWES. Is this a personal explaua 

tion? 

Mr. MERCUR. I believe the House has so 
held; I desire but a few minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] raise a point of 
order? 

Mr. DAWES. 
order. 

Mr. MERCUR. 1 will be brief. If the 
question was whether the writer of this dis- 
patch or the gentleman who is now addressing 
the House was foggy, if that was merely a 
matter of opinion, I should have given no 
attention whatever to it. But there is a dec- 
laration in this dispatch of a fact which, if true, 
is calculated to make me appear betore the 
country as both ignorant and ridiculous. 1 
propose to allude to it merely for the purpose 


If this were only a ques 


I will not make a point of 
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of showing who is ignorant, and consequently || hundred and forty-one. But he entirely ignores 


who, if anybody, has been made to appear ridic- 
ulous. Thisarticle charges that in fixing upon 
a ratio I took the whole population, not only 
of the States, but of the District of Columbia 
and of the Territories. Nothing could be 
further from the truth, nothing could be more 
incorrect. I would have had just as good a 
right to have taken the census of Canada, or 
of some of the Mexican States, as to have con- 
sidered the population either of the District 
of Columbia or of any of the Territories. It 
is a matter of surprise to me how the writer of 
this article could have been so grossly igno- 
rant. If he had listened to the debate in this 
House upon that subject, he would have known 
that I distinctly stated that I did not take any 

such thing. 

I ask the Clerk to read from the Daily Globe 
of Thursday last a portion of the debate upon 
the subject of apportionment. 

Mr. WOOD. I desire to raise a point of | 
order. 

Mr. MERCUR. I trust the gentleman from 
New York[Mr. Woop] will notraise any point 
of order. My explanation will be very brief; 
I will occupy not more than six or eight min- 
utes more. 

Mr. WOOD. I do not object to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Mercur] going 
on and making a personal explanation ; but I 
do object to a discussion with a newspaper 
reporter. 

Mr. MERCUR. All I desire is to answer | 
that one point. I will be brief. 

Mr. WOOD. Well, I will withdraw my | 
point. 

Mr. MERCUR. I now ask the Clerk to 
read what I have indicated. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


“Mr. Finketnaura. On that point I desire to ask 
the gentleman how his statement agrees with the 
representation accorded to Missouri by his bill? I 
find that our fraction is greater than a moiety; but 
we do not get credit for that fraction in the gentle- 
man’s bill. We are entitled to thirteen members, 
but his bill gives us only twelve. 

“Mr. Mercur. Our bill fixes the ratio of repre- 
sentation at 137,800. This circular or tabular state- 
ment which has been laid upon our tables fixes the 
ratio of representation at 126,129, and therein lies | 
the difference. | 

**Mr. FinkeLneura. It isonly aquestionof divis- | 
ion, | suppose. | 

**Mr. Mercur. If the ratio is less, of course the | 
fraction will be greater. 

**Mr. FinketneurG. No,sir; thenumber of Rep- 
resentatives is the same, two hundred and eighty. 

“Mr. Mercur, It is very true that the whole | 
number is the same, but there is a difference be- | 
tween assuming as the ratio for a Representative 
137,800 persons on the one hand, and 136,119 upon 
the other hand. 

“Mr. Finkevnevra. Is not the result arrived at | 
= each case by dividing the whole population by 
2380 7 

“Mr. Mercur. No, sir; I beg the gentleman’s | 
pardon, but if he had done me the honor to follow | 
my remarks, he would have seen how we arrived 
at a different result. This is the way in which it was 
done: I take the population of each State and divide | 
it by 137,800, and that leads to the result which we | 
have arrived atin the bill Ipresent. We do not take | 
the whole population of the United States and divide | 
it up.’”’ 


Mr. MERCUR. Now, there is a distinct 
declaration which I made that we did not take 
the whole population of the United States and 
divide it up by 280. If the newspaper corre 
spondent had read my remarks, or fad heard | 
them, he could not have made the mistake 
which he has made. 

But his dispatch is characterized by addi- 
tional and further ignorance. He starts off 
by assuming that the present House consists 
of two hundred and forty-one members—that 
is the language of this dispatch of his—whereas 
the present House consists of two hundred and 
forty-three members. That shows his igno- 
rance of the present number of members of 
which this House is constituted. I suppose he | 
was led into that mistake by the act of Con- 
gress which is quoted by this paper, which the 

entleman from Ohio [Mr. GarFieLp] said was | 
furnished bythe Census Bureau. It quotes the | 
act passed on the 4th of March, 1862, fixing 
the number of members of this House at two 





' on the 19th of April, 1864, Nebraska was ad- 
| mitted with an additional member, thus making || 


| was entirely unacquainted with the existing || . ) ‘ , 
y i | tion, and submit the following resolution : 


| rule upon them. 
| as he did at the last session, that if in any case 


| nation the remarks as they are developed do 
not appear to be properly a personal explana- | 
| tion, the Chair will, of course, sustain a point of | 








| a subsequent act passed on the 2d of June, 1862, 
| by which an additional member was given to 


| 
California; and he entirely ignores the fact that | 


| the number of members two hundred and forty- | 


three, instead of two hundred and forty-one. | 
In his attempts to bolster up these charges | 
which he has made he has thus shown that he 
laws, and with the number of members of 
which this House is composed. 


If I had seen proper to go further and criti- || 


cise the illogical conclusion to which this state- 
ment leads I might have done so. It appears, 

by reference to this statement, that allowing | 
two hundred and seventy members to this 
House, the State of Rhode Island will have 
two members, but when the aggregate num- 
ber of members of the House is increased to 


two hundred and eighty Rhode Island has by || 
Whether it | 


this statement but one member. 
is in pursuance of law matters not. We are 
not expounding the old law; we are seeking 
to establish a new law more in accordance with 
justice, with reason, and with wisdom. 

I am led to believe that the generally aceu- 
rate and correct correspondent of the Times 
did not act upon his own judgment in writing 
this article, but was induced to do it by some 
one who has been instrumental in laying this 
statement before the House, thus suppressing 
a portion of the laws which show the num- 
ber of members of which this House is com- 
posed. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Mercur] was interrupted during 
his remarks by points of order, which were 
withdrawn, and therefore the Chair did not 
The Chair now gives notice, 





where leave is given to makea personal expla- 
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APPALACHICOLA RIVER. 


Mr. WHITELEY introduced a bill (H. p. 
No. 611) for the survey and improvement of 
the Appalachicola river and its tributaries, the 
Flint and Chattahoochee rivers ; which was 
| read a first and second time, referred to the 

Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 


|| printed. 
| HOLIDAY ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. DAWES. Irise to a privileged ques. 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when the 
two Houses adjourn on Thursday, the 2Ist instant 
they adjourn to meet again on Monday, the sth 
| day of January next, at twelve o’clock noon. 


Mr. Speaker, on looking over the records, | 
find that the adjournment proposed in this 
_ resolution is two days shorter than the adjourn. 
ment at the long session of the last Congress, 

The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


REFORM. 


Mr. WOOD. I ask unanimous consent to 
introduce the following resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Republican party, having a 
large majority in both Houses of Congress, and the 
President, and those possessing ample power, should 
at once take measures to provide for the immediate 
reduction of direct taxation and of import duties to 
a strictly revenue standard; to provide for the im- 
| mediate reduction of public expenditures in all the 
Departments of the Government; to abolish all sine- 
cure offices and the system of collecting the revenue 
by secret informers and spies; to restore to the peo- 
ple of the States and their local governments the 
rights originally possessed by them under the Con- 
stitution; toabolish governmental paper money and 
to restore the only constitutional money—gold and 
| silver; to reduce the Army to a peace footing, and 
abotish a system, recently established, of employing 
military officers in the discharge of civil duties; to 
provide against the accumulation and retention of 
large sums of money in the public Treasury, by which 
the interests of the people are subordinated to Goy- 
ernment influence,and made dependent upon the 








order if it be raised. The explanation in which || caprice and personal views of the head of that De- 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania has been 
indulged was a matter of debate simply, not 
affecting him in a personal sense; and the 


Chair would have been compelled to sustain | 


the point of order had it been insisted upon. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. LYNCH, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures in 
the Treasury Department be directed to inquire and 
report to this House, by bill or otherwise— 

‘irst. Whether the expenditures in the Treasury 
Department are justified by law. 

Secondly. Whetherclaims, from time to time satis- 
fied and discharged by said Department, are sup- 
ported by sufficient vouchers establishing their just - 
ness both in character and amount; whether such 
claims have been discharged out of funds appropri- 
ated therefor, and whether all moneys have been 
disbursed in conformity with appropriation laws. 

Thirdly. Whether any and what provisions are 
necessary to be adepted to provide more perfectly 
for the proper application of the public moneys, and 
to secure the Government from demands unjust in 
their character and extravagant in amount. 

Fourthly. Whether any and what retrenchment 
can be made in the expenditures of said Department 
without detriment to the public service; whether 
any and what abuses exist in the failure to enforce 
the payment of menage which may be due to the 
United States from public defauiters or others, and 
what provisions are necessary to add to the economy 
of the Department and the accountability of is offi- 


cers. 
Fifthly. Whether any offices belonging to said De- 
partment have become useless or unnecessary, and 


whether it is expedient to modify or abolish the | 


same; also, to examine into the pay and emolu- 
ments of said offices, and report such reduction or 
increase as a just economy and the public service 
may require. 

Sixthly. To investigate and report specially upon 
the recent defaleations in the Treasurer’s office; and 
to have power to send for persons and papers. 


Mr. LYNCH moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was agreed to; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


partment; to prevent the purchase and sale of the 
| public credit by the Secretary of the Treasury, at his 
\| own option, with no other control than his individ- 
|| ual and personal will; to bring the President and his 


|| Cabinet advisers under the authority of law, making 
them obedient to its provisions, and, alike with others, 
subject to its penalties; to restore to the southern 
| States and people peace, prosperity, and content- 
| ment, which can only be accomplished by a cessation 
of vindictive legislation and military interference 
and a recognition of their equal rights, including 
self-governmentand political equality with the other 
States and peoples of the Union; torevive American 
commerce; to restore American credit; to reinau- 
gurate American republican simplicity in the admin- 
istration of public affairs; and to aid by all proper 
legal and constitutional authority in the full devel- 
opment of the agricultural, mineral, and commer- 
cial resources of the country. 


Mr. DAWES. I think that resolution should 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. WOOD. If the gentleman objects, | 
then move that the rules be suspended, and on 
that motion demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman move 
to suspend the rules to pass the resolution, or 
to introduce it? 

Mr. WOOD. I move to suspend the rule: 
to put it on its passage at this time. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Does the gentleman 
»ropose to put such a resolution through this 
oue under the previous question without 
opportunity for a moment of debate? 

fr. WOOD. I will say to the gentleman 
from Tennessee and his political friends tha' 
I mean, if I can, to secure an honest vote ov 
that resolution. I do not propose to have !' 
smothered by reference to the Committee 0! 
the Whole. 

Mr. DAWES. What does the gentleman 

; call an honest vote, if he will not allow any 
| discussion? 
} Mr. WOOD. I wish to have a vote on the 
resolution ; and therefore move to suspend the 
rules, and on that motion demand the yeas 
and nays. 
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The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman move 
to suspend the rules to pass the resolution, or 
to introduce it merely? : 

Mr. WOOD. I believe the Chair holds that 
the vote suspending therules necessarily passes | 
the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Not unless the gentleman 
g ds his motion. 

m Mr. WOOD. I move, then, to suspend the 
rules in order to pass the resolution; and on 
that motion I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MAYNARD. If we allow the rules to 
be suspended, will the gentleman allow the 
resolution to be debated? oh 

Mr. WOOD. I would be willing to have 
that resolution debated—indeed, I am anxious 
it should be debated—provided we can have 
honest, liberal, fair debate ; that is, if they will 
consider it on its face, clearly and fairly. 

Mr. DAWES. In the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union it can have 
no other debate, and therefore I have moved 
that reference. 

The SPEAKER. That is not in order pend- 
ing the motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. DAWES. 1 know that. 

Mr. WOOD. I propose to have a vote now. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. If weare to havea vote, 
let the resolution be again read. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The motion of the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Woop] is that 
the rules be suspended and that the resolution | 
be passed. For the information of the House 
the resolution will be again read. 

The resolution was again read. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on order- 
ing the yeas and nays on the resolution. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I rise to a question of 
order. It is that the resolution is not perti- 
nent to the legislative proceedings of this 
House. This is the House of Representa: 
tives, a portion of the national Legislature, 
and it is not within the purview of our juris- 
diction to say what the Republican party, or 
any other body outside of our own, ought to do. | 

The SPEAKER. That is a question of pro- 
priety for the members and not for the Chair 
to settle. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and there were— 
yeas 77, nays 126, not voting 34; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Archer, Arthur, 
Bell, Biggs, Bird, James G. Blair, Braxton, Bright, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Carroll, Comingo, Conner, Cox, 
Crebs, Crossland, Davis, Dox, DuBose, Duke, Eld- 
ridge, Garrett, Getz, Golladay, Haldeman, Hancock, 
Handley, Hanks, Harper, John T. Harris, Hereford, 
Hibbard, Holman, Kerr, King, Lamison, Leach, 
Lewis, Manson, Marshall, McCormick, McHenry, 
McKinney, McNeely, Benjamin F. Meyers, Mitchell, 
Morgan, Niblack, Hosea W. Parker, Eli Perry, Pot- 
ter, Price, Read, Edward Y. Rice, John M. Rice, 
Ritchie, William R. Roberts, Robinson, Sherwood, 
Shober, Slocum, Sloss, Storm, Swann, Terry, Tut- | 
hill, Van Trump, Vaughan, Waddell, Wells, Whit- | 
thorne, Williams of New York, Winchester, Wood, 
and Young—77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Averill, Banks, 
Barber, Barry, Beatty, Beveridge, Bigby, Bingham, 
Austin Blair, George M. Brooks, Bufiinton, Bur- 
chard, Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, Clarke, Cobb, | 
Coburn, Conger, Cotton, Coghlan, Darrall, Dawes, 
Dickey, Donnan, Duell, Dunnell, Eames, Elliott, 
Farnsworth, Farwel 1, Finkelnburg, Charles Foster, 
Henry D, Foster, Wilder D. Foster, Frye, Garfield, 
Goodrich, Griffith, Hale, Harmer, George E. Harris, 
Havens, Hawley, Gerry W. Hazleton, John : 
Hazleton, Hoar, Hooper, Kelley, Kellogg, Ketcham, 

illinger, Lamport, Lansing, Lowe, Lynch, May- 
nard, McClelland, McCrary, McGrew, McKee, Mer- 
cur, Merriam, Monroe, Moore, Morphis, Leonard 
Myers, Negley, Orr, Packard, Packer, Palmer, Isaac 
C. Parker, Peck, Pendleton, Perce, Aaron F. Perry, 
Peters, Platt, Poland, Porter, Prindle, Rainey, Ran- 
dall, Ellis H. Roberts, Rusk, Sawyer, Scofield, 
Seeley, Shanks, Sheldon, Shellabarger, Shoemaker, 
H. Boardman Smith, John A. Smith, Worthington C. 
Smith, Snapp, Snyder, R. Milton Speer, Thomas J. | 
Speer, Sprague, Starkweather, Stevens, Stevenson, | 
Stoughton, Stowell, Sypher, Taffe, Thomas, Turner, 
lwichell, Tyner, Upson, Wakeman, Walden, Wald- 
fon, Wallace, Walls, Washburn, Wheeler, Whiteley, 

illard, Williams of Indiana, Jeremiah M. Wilson, | 
and John T. Wilson—126. 
prot VOTING—Messrs. Barnum, Beck, James 
ee Buckley, Benjamin F. Butler, Creely, Crit- 
bl er, De Large, Edwards, Ely, Forker, Halsey, Ham- 
. fon. Hay, Hays, Hill, Houghton, Kendall, Kin- 
ill. McIntyre, MeJ unkin, Merrick, Morey, Rogers, 








osevelt, Sessions, Slater, Strong, St. John, Suther- || been made hitherto were made with the under- ! 


land, Dwight Townsend, Washington Townsend, 
Voorhees, and Warren—34. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) 


| the rules were not suspended, and the resolu- 
_ tion was not adopted. 





Mr. DAWES. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. RANDALL. I rise to what may be a 
privileged question. I desire to move to re- 
consider the vote just taken, my object being 


I move that the House do 


|| to say that the first three lines of that resolu- 
| tion are a heresy in Pennsylvania. 


That is 
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standing that they would not complete the 
census. They were made, as it were, on account, 
with the expectation that, as the development 
of the work went on, other appropriations 
would be needed. Before recommending the 
passage of this bill, the Committee on Appro- 
priations have considered the character of the 


| work being done, and of the relative cost of 
_ this census, so far as it has progressed, com- 
_ pared with the seventh and eighth censuses, 


the reason why my colleagues and I have voted || 


against suspending the rules and passing the 
resolution. The remainder of itis sound Dem- 
ocratic doctrine, and would, if alone, meet 
my approval. 

EMPLOYES OF INTERNAL REVENUE BUREAU. 

Mr. KELLEY, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re- 
quested toinform the House what number of persons 
were employed in the service of the Internal Rev- 





enue Office on the Ist day of March, 1869, and on the |! 


Ist day of December, 1871; 
number of said employés were at these dates respect- 
ively engaged in each of the designated classes of 
service. Also, what number of persons were em- 
ployed by said office temporarily during the twelve 
months preceding said Ist day of March, 1869, and Ist 
day of December, 1871, together with the total 
amount paid in each of said periods of twelve months 
to said employés, whether as salary, traveling, or 
contingent expenses, fees, moieties, or otherwise. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise to move that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the apportionment bill; but before 
doing so, yield to the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations, who desires to report 
a bill. 

EXPENSES OF NINTH CENSUS. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


by the Committee on Appropriations to intro- 


| duce a deficiency bill, and to request that itbe 
| now put upon its passage. 


The bill (H. R. No. 612) to provide for a de- 


ficiency in the appropriations for the expenses | 


of taking the ninth census of the United States, 
was introduced, and read a first and second 
time. It provides that, to supply the defi- 


ciency in the appropriations for defraying the | 


expenses of taking the ninth census of the 


United States, the following sums be, and are | 


hereby, appropriated out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, namely: 


| forthe payment of marshals and assistant and 





deputy marshals, the sum of $293,000. For 
clerk hire and miscellaneous expenses the sum 
of $187,000. 


Mr. RANDALL. I would like to ask the 


chairman of the Committee on Appropriations | 


a question. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, I will hear the 


gentleman. 


Mr. RANDALL. I wouldask the gentleman | 


I am directed | 





whether the bill provides for an increase of | 
| pay to the marshals over what was originally 


proposed to be given them bythe Government? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. It does not. 
If the House desires it, I will make a brief 
explanation of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must remind 
the gentleman that it must first be determined 
whether the House will consider the bill in the 
House or under the rule which sends it to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
which course is pursued. 

The SPEAKER. 


I do not care 


House at this time? The Chair hears no 
objection. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Obio. I desire to say 
to the House, in regard to this bill, that the 
appropriations for the ninth census which have 


Is it the pleasure of the | 
| House that the bill shall be considered in the 





and, if practicable, what || 


| fiscal year. 


taken under the same law. Those facts are set 
forth in a letter from the Secretary of the In- 
terior, covering one from the Superintendent 
ofthe Census. The letter of the Superintendent 
is as follows: 
Census Orricr, 
W ASHINGTON, D. G.. December 7, 1871. 


Sir: I have the honor to recommend that the 
Committee on Appropriations ofthe honorableHouse 
of Representatives be addressed with the request 


| that they will introduce, at the earliest practicable 


date, a bill or resolution appropriating the sum of 
$480,000 for the expenses of the ninth census, the 
same to be made available during the present 


Thesum of all appropriations for the ninth census 
to the present time is $2,807,600, of which $11,130 39 
remain unexpended. 

Of the amount above indicated, as further required 


| for the necessary expenditures of the Census Uflice, 


$293,000, as nearly as can be ascertained, a few ac- 


| counts necessarily remaining unadjusted, will be 





required for the payment of marshals, assistant 
and deputy marshals, and the sum of $187,000,in 
addition to the balance of appropriation remaining, 
for clerk hire and miscellaneous expenses. 

The aggregate of payments which have been 
audited and approved by the Comptroller of the 
Treasury to date, on account of the eighth census, 
appears by a statement of the Comptroller to be 
$1,806,794 78. 

There are stili remaining unpaid, as appears by 
the records of the office, claims for services rendered 
in enumeration at that census to the amount of 


| $175,571,30, as nearly as can be ascertained; a few 
| accounts necessarily remaining unadjusted. 


The services on account of which these claims are 
made are acknowledged by this office, but payment 
is withheld for proof of loyalty, as required by the 
act of June 24, 1870, 

The proper cost, therefore, of the eighth eensus 
may be stated at $1,982,366 08, exclusive of the ex- 
pense resulting to the Government trom the employ- 
ment of a portion of the clerical force of the General 
Land Office, during portions of the years 1865 and 
1866, in preparing for the publication of two quarto 
volumes, which were sent to press after the transfer 
of theremaining census work to that office. It will, of 
course, be understood that the payments on account 
of the census must increase with the increase of the 
country in population and wealth. During the de 
eade the population of the country has increased 
twenty-two andsixty-two hundredths percent.,while 
the number of farms reported has been increased 
forty per cent., and the number of establishments 
of productive industry eighty per cent., in round 
numbers. The average increase, therefore, upon the 
several elements of expense, may fairly be stated 
at twenty-eight per cent., and in this proportion the 
expenses of the ninth census might be expected to 
reach $2,537,428 58. 

Additional payments, however, to the total amount 
of $684,758 33 have been made under the authority 
of the acts of March 3 and April 20, 1871, as addi- 
tional compensation to assistant marshals. 

The justification of so large an expenditure on this 
account, it is believed, will be found within the 
observation of every member of Congress as to the 
inadequacy of the rates of compensation fixed by the 
act of 1850, 

The addition of this sum will be found to raise the 
natural expense of the ninth census to $35,222,186 91. 

The amount asked to be appropriated in this com- 
munication, added to the amount stated as pre- 
viously appropriated, would raise the total expense 
of the census to $3,287,600. 

The difference between this sum and the sum last 
mentioned, such difference being $65,413 09, is amply 
accounted for, first, by the expense attending the 
reénumeration of certain cities and counties under 
executive order, in the aggregate $38,400 83; and sec- 
ondly, by the natural increase in the large miscel- 
laneous expenses of the census, especially in con- 
nection with the fact that the amount of clerical 
labor undertaken in the compilation of the present 
census is hardly less than double that alee in 
preparing for the publication of the eighth census. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
F. A. WALKER, 


Acting Superintendent. 
Hon, Cotumsus Deano, Secretary of the Interior. 


It is thought that five months’ more work 
will complete the census. The work is now so 
far advanced that the Superintendent believes 
he sees the end of it. The cost of clerk hire, 
one of the items in this bill, if the same num- 
ber of clerks shall be employed, will amount 
for the five months to the sum of $87,000. The 
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payment of assistant marshals, whose work is 
completed, or nearly completed, will require 
the other amount named in the bill. 

I believe the work is going on with great 
efficienc, 
here made seems 


necessary. Unless some 
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| Appropriations was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 276) || 
' for the word ‘ one;’’ soas to make the provigy 
| read ‘two hundred and eighty-three.”’ 


to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 


| refund to the Territory of Dakota the sum of 


and rapidity, and the appropriation | 


gentleman has a question to ask, I will call | 


the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main questions ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 


$28,137 17, for expenses incurred in protect: | 
ing the frontier settlements during the Indian 
rebellion of 1862; and the same was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS. 


Mr. GAKFIELD, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, also reported back | 


| a memorial, which had been referred to that | 


committee, from the mayor and sundry citi- | 


sider the vote by which tbe bill was passed; | 


and also moved that the motion to reconsider | 


be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
COMMITTEE SERVICE. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to 
state that the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. 
McNeevy, | who is a member of the Commit- 
tee on Education and Labor, and the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. Parker, ] 
who is a member of the Committee on Coin- 
age, Weights, and 


to that arrangement. 

Mr FARNSWORTH. 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union I yield for a moment to the gentle- 
man from Ohio, | Mr. CampBe.t. ] 

ANNEXATION OF TERRITORY. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a resolution, 
not for the purpose of putting it upon its pas 
sage, because it is of too grave and important 
a character to be passed without debate. I 
shall ask, if it be introduced, to have it made 
the special order for the third Wednesday of 
February next. IL now ask consent to intro- 
duce it for the purpose of making its consid- 
eration a special order. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Sen- 
ate concurring,) That with a view to remove all 
causes which may tend to disturb our relations of 


peace with the peoples who inhabit other parts of | 


the continent of North America and with European 
Powers, and to promote a common fraternity and 
prosperity, the President be requested to cause nego- 
tiations to be opened with Great Britain and Mexico 
to ascertain on what conditions those Governments 
will consent, respectively, tothe annexation of their 
possessions on the continent to the United States of 
America. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I must object to that res- 
olution. 7 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no ob- 
jection to the resolution, but I object to its 
being made a special order. 

Mr. BANKS. It should be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. No objection 
will be made to its introduction then. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
Massachusetts held Cuba too long. 

Mr. DAWES. I suggest that it shall be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to suspend the 
rules to enable me to introduce the resolution. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I cannot yield for 
a motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope the gentleman from 
Ohio will allow his resolution to go to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Oh, no; that is a tomb. 

JOHN DAWSON, 


On motion of Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, 
by unanimous consent, the Committee on 
Appropriations was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 20) 


for the relief of John Dawson; and the same || 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and || 


Means. 
PROTECTION OF THE FRONTIER. 


On motion of Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, and 
also by unanimous consent, the Committee on 


Measures, desire to ex- | 
change places, and the Chair sees no objection | 


Before moving to go 


Oh, no; my friend from | 


zens of Fall River, Massachusetts, for an ap- 
propriation for a building at that place for | 
a custom-house, post office, and for other | 
purposes, and moved that the Committee on 


Appropriations be discharged from its further || 


consideration, and that the same be referred 


| to the Committee on Public Buildings and | 





| 


{ 





| propriations, which ought to have gone to the 
| Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


Grounds. 
Mr. BUFFINTON. That is right. 
The motion was agreed to. 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to say 
that a large number of bills for public build 


| ings have been introduced by gentlemen, and | 


have been referred to the Committee on Ap- 


That is a new committee, or rather it has had | 
new duties imposed upon it, and these bills | 
should be referred to that committee, so as | 
not to lose time in their consideration. - 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
gentlemen desire to take advantage of this 
day, Monday, to introduce resolutions, Xc., | 
which cannot be considered on other days | 
except by unanimous consent, I do not think 
I will press my motion to go into Committee | 
of the Whole on the apportionment bill. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. am move that the 
rules be so suspended that the resolution which 
was read a moment ago may be received and 
made the special order for two o’clock on the 
third Wednesday of February next. 


TheSPEAKER. The business of the House |! 
The. gentleman | 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] was on the | 
floorto movean adjournment, but yielded tothe | 


has gone somewhat awry. 


gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Farnsworrn, | 
who indicated a desire to move to gointo Com- 
mittee of the Whole for the purpose of re- 
suming the consideration of the apportion- 
ment bill. The Chair: will be compelled to 


take the sense of the House on the question | 
of adjournment, as the chairman of the Com- 


mittee on Ways and Means [Mr. Dawes] was 
upon the floor for that purpose, unless the gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. Farnsworrn] insists 
upon his motion to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the apportionment bill. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [ will insist upon 


my motion to go into Committee of the Whole. | 
The motion was agreed to, upon a division— | 


ayes 127, noes 44. 
APPORTIONMENT BILL. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 


the Union, (Mr. Burrinton in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of House bill No. 
243, for the apportionment of Representatives 
to Congress among the several States accori- 
ing to the ninth census. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending question 
is upon the motion of the gentleman from Illi- 


nois, [Mr. Farnswortu, ] toamend section one, | 
after || 


line thirty-five, by inserting ‘‘one”’ 
‘* eighty ;’’ so the proviso will then read: 


Provided, That if, after such apportionment shall 
have been made, any new State shall be admitted 
into the Union, the Representative or Represent- 
atives of such new State shall be additional to the 
pace of two hundred and eighty-one herein 
imited. 


' 


As a great many | 
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Mr. FARNSWORTH. I will modify my 


amendment by substituting the word ‘three * 


Mr. NIBLACK. I believe I had the flog; 
when the committee last rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman froy 
Indiana [Mr. Nisiack] will be recognized 
when he expresses a desire to take the floor, 
| Mr. NIBLACK. When this bill was before 

under consideration I obtained the floor, by; 

yielded for a few moments to the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. FarnswortH.] I appeal 
to him to not press his amendments for the 
present until I can move one I desire to offer. 
fixing the number of Representatives in this 
| House at two hundred and forty-one. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. There will be noth. 
| ing in my amendments that will interfere wit}, 
or hinder the gentleman in offering his amend. 
/ ment, 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will rule 
' that the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Nip. 
| LACK] will have the right to move his amend. 
ment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to suggest to the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. NrB_ack,] who 
has intimated his desire to have the number 
of members in this House fixed at two hun. 
dred and forty-one, that he can accomplish his 
object by refusing to pass any bill at all. The 
| law of 1850 fixes the number at two hundred 
| and forty-one, and, unless that law is changed, 
| every subsequent apportionment must be upon 

that basis. 

Mr. NIBLACK. As it is probable tha 


| 

| 

| : cord 

| some apportionment bill will be passed by 
| 

| 


this Congress, I desire, at the proper time, to 

offer the amendment I[ have indicated. I wa; 

afraid that if the amendment of the gentle- 
' man from Illinois [Mr. Farnsworrn] should 
be adopted it might interfere with my pro- 
| posed amendment. 
| Mr. FARNSWORTH. I will not move any 
amendment that will interfere with the amen(- 
/ment of the gentleman. The words I now 
| move are not broad enough to prevent tlie 
| gentleman from moving his amendment. 

| Mr. NIBLACK. I will take the floor at 
| the proper time and move my amendment. 
| Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move also the 
| following amendment, the effect of which is 
| to give Ohio twenty members, instead of nine- 
| teen, as proposed in the bill: 
| On page 2in line twenty, after the word ‘ Ohio,” 
| strike out the word ‘nineteen’ and insert the 
word ‘‘twenty.” 

There being no objection, the amendment 

was agreed to. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move also to 
amend by substituting ‘‘ thirteen’’ instead ot 
‘*twelve,’’ as the number of members allowed 
to Missouri. 

There being no objection, the amendment 
was agreed to. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move to amend 
by inserting two sections in lieu of the sections 


| which were struck out. The two sections which 


! gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Mercrr, | 
|, are as follows: 


Seo, 2. That in each State entitled under this law 
to more than one Representative the number to 
which said States may be entitled in the Forty -Thir 
and each subsequent Congress shall be elected by 
districts composed of contiguous territory equal in 

| number to the number of Representatives to which 
said States may be entitled in Congress, no one dis- 
trict electing more than one Representative: P0- 

; vided, That in the election of Representatives to the 

| Forty-Third Congress in any State which by thi: 

law is given an increasod number of Representative’ 

i] the additional Representative or Representative: 

| allowed to such State may be elected by the State 2’ 

|| large, and the other Representatives to which tb’ 

'| State is entitled by the districts, as now prescribe! 

|| by law, in said State, unless the Legislature of sai 

| State shall otherwise provide before the time fixe 
by_law for the election of Representatives therein. 
| Skee. 3. That all acts and parts of acts in conflict! 

with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 
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Mr. HALE. I desire to puta question to the 
ntleman from Illinois, [| Mr. FARNSWORTH. ] 
Jo how many and what States will the proviso 
in the second section, providing for an election 
by the State at large, apply? 

“Mr. FARNSWORTH. = It applies to all the 
States except those that have only one mem- 
ber Se Lathe 
or the election. 

OMe. HALE. The gentleman does not under- 
stand the full foree of my question. 
to know how many States there are which, 
from the fact of having no Legislature in ses- 
sion, will be obliged in the election of 1872 to 
elect on w general ticket their additional mem- 


gen 


bers gained underthis apportionment? [ask | 


ir 


and that shall not make districts in time | 


I desire | 


this question because I am opposed to embody- | 


ing in the bill anything which will send the 
election of any members of the Forty-Third 
Congress to the people voting by general ticket. 
In my view the districting of any State is of 


lature be called together ; and I, for one, am 
opposed to embracing inthe bill any provision 


which will allow the Governor of any State, | 
by withholding a eall of the Legislature, to | 
biing about an election of members by general | 


ticket. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I cannot answer the 
question how many States would not have their 
Legislatures in session in order to provide the 
requisite districts under this bill. My own 
impression, however, is that there would be 
very tew,ifany. I think that during the pres- 
ent winter the Legislatures of nearly all the 
States are in session, and if we pass this bill 
very early they can provide for the election of 
the additions! members by districts. 

Mr. SHANKS. Mr. Chairman, I wish to 
say to the House that the State of Indiana has 
now no legislative body that can meet; and 
unless we shall first have an election of a Legis- 
lature under a proclamation of the Governor 
it will be impossible for us to have a Leyisla- 


ture in time to provide for the election of | 


members under this bill. 

Mr. HALE. 
without a Legislature, elect or elected? 

Mr. SHANKS. 
A numberof the members of the Illinois Legis- 
lature—about fifty—resigned, reducing the 
number below that constitutionally requisite 
for carrying on legislation in that State. In 
Indiana we have to day no legislative body 
that can meet until an election shall take place 
under a proclamation of the Governor, and as 
there probably will be no such election in time 
to have legislative provision for the election of 
additional members by districts, we shall not 
be safe in depending upon any law except such 


as will secure to us positively and unequivo- | 


cully the right to have a vote of the people in 
an election held under a proclamation of the 
Governor, 

Mr. HALE. Then, Mr. Chairman, the gen- 
tleman expects that the delegation from Indi- 
ana in the next Congress will be elected on a 
general ticket. 

Mr. SHANKS. No. Iam afraid the gen- 
tleman will not understand me if I were to 
explain again. Only the additioned member 
18 to be elected on a general ticket. We have 
eleven disiricts, and by this bill we get another 
member, and it is in reference to that addi- 
tional member I am now speaking. It must 
be done on a general ticket or not at all. If 
we do not elect the additional member at large 
then we shall not get our full quota. 

Mr. HALE. How many do you gain? 

Mr. SHANKS. Indiana gains one. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 
amendment to the amendment of my colleague 
(Mr. Farnswortn] to the second seetion of 
the bill, 

The Clerk read as follows: 


, After the words “at large,”’ in line twelve, section 
wo, FaRNswortH’s amendment, insert: “ And inall 
elections of Representatives aforesaid each qualified 
— oe as many votes for one candidate as 

ere are Representatives to be elected by the State 


Is the State of Indiana ever || has—after that became the law, the Legisla- | 


Yes, sir; I will me 


I otfer the following |. 


| at large, or may distribute the same, or equal parts 

thereof, among the candidates, as he shall see fit, 
| and the candidate receiving the greatest number of 
| votes shall be declared elected.”’ 


Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Chairman, I will 

, not undertake to discuss at this time the prop- 
osition which I have offered: but I shall do 

| so when it comes up to be considered as an 
amendment to theamendment of my colleague, 
[Mr. Farnsworrn.] I am also prepared to 
| offer the same amendment to the substitute of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Mer- 
,cur.] In the election in any State of more 
| than one Representative by the State at large 
the propriety of the amendment I have offered 
is manifest. Suppose that in Kentucky, Mis- 
souri, Or in the State of Illinois, there should 
be two, three, four, or five additional Represent- 
atives to be elected by the State at large, to 
allow the majority party in the State to elect all 


| State, thus depriving the minority of any rep- 


| resentation through these additional members, | 


would be an outrage which this Congress, [ am 
sure, would not tolerate for one single moment. 
It would be little else than holding out the 


State to deprive the minority of any voice in 
the election of their Representatives. By the 
amendment I propose, if more than one mem- 
ber be elected by the State at large it will give 
both parties an opportunity to have represent- 
ation in this House in proportion to their 
strengthin such State; andthat is what ought 
to be given, whether the party in the majority 
| is the Democratic or the Republican party. It 
would be an outrage in the case { have indi- 
cated to deprive the minority in a State of any 
voice at all in the election of three or four 
additional members to seats upon this floor. 
Mr. DAWES. In reference to the diffi- 
culty in Indiana, I will state that the same 


Illinois. After the general apportionment 
bill became a law, under which the State of 
Illinois had one member less than she now 


| ture redistricted the State for that number, 
| but subsequently to that the Congress of the 
United States by a special law gave to the 
State of Illinois, and to two other States, 
each one member. Because they had already 
redistricted the State an exception was made 
for Illinois by name. It was expected that 
Illinois would, when her next Legislature 


number. But instead of that she has gone 
on for ten years electing one member at large, 


which has not been the case in any other State || 
I, therefore, would be willing || 


in the Union. 
to make an exception for Indiana for the 
Forty-Third Congress, but no longer. I think 
it would be an outrage, as the gentleman from 


| Illinois [Mr. Marsatt] has well said, to || 


| permit any State to elect three, four, or five 
members to this House on a general ticket. 
It would destroy all the benetits of the dis 
trict system, which, since it has been adopted, 
seems to have worked well and to be acqui- 
esced in by all parties. There may be dif_i- 


the election of one member at large for one 
Congress, but to permit a State to elect four 
| or five additional members on a general ticket 


assembled, redistrict the State for the whole | 


of those members, and to hold out atemptation | 


‘ of || to the Legislature to refuse to redistrict the 
importance enough to require that the Legis- | 


strongest temptation to the majority party in a | 
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Mr. CREBS. TI desire that it may at least 
be read. 


There being no objection, the amendment 
was read for information, and is as follows: 


Amend section two,in line fourteen, by striking 
out all after the word “State” where it occurs the 
second time, and inserting as follows: “Shall, 
before the next general election for members of 
Congress, be in regular or called session, so as to 
enable such Legislature to redistrict the State as 
provided herein: and in case of the neglect or 
refusal of any State Legislature to so redistrict such 
State as to give her full representation as contem- 
plated by this act, that then and in that event such 
State so neglecting and refusing shall, in the Forty- 
Third and succeeding Congresses, until so redis- 
tricted, have only its number of members now pro- 


| vided by law, and nomore.”’ 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


I desire the com- 


| mittee to understand precisely what I propose. 


_ the way such as has been suggested. 


I find that there is an impression in the com- 
mittee that the proviso to the second section 
which I have offered extends through the 
next decade. It is not so. It applies only 
to the next Congress, the proviso being that 
where States shall not be redistricted by rea- 
son of the Legislatures not meeting, or from 
other causes, then the additional number of 
Representatives, for the next Congress only, 
may be elected from the State at large. 

As regards the State of Illinois, our Legis- 
lature is in session, and has instructed us, and 
is constantly urging the adoption of this bill, 
or some apportionment bill, in order that it 
may make the necessary redistricting betore 
it adjourns ; and the same, [ believe, is the 
ease with other States. I see no difficulty in 


In Indi- 


| ana and some other States, where the Legis- 
'latures are now in session, but will probably 


adjourn very soon, the Governor, it is likely, 
may not call the Legislature together again. 
[here are several such States, | believe, ac- 


| cording to the representations of their Repre- 
' sentatives upon this floor, where the Governor 


| condition of things existed ten years ago in |) 


will not be likely to call the Legislature together 
again for the purpose of redistricting, perhaps 
for the very reason that he wishes to deprive 
the State of the additional representation to 
which it may be entitled. Now, how shall we 
deal with such cases? Shall we declare that 
the State shall not have additional representa- 
tion until it is redistricted? That would be 
scarcely fair, for it would leave it in the power 
of the Governor to defeat the additional rep- 
resentation. And, since this proviso only ex- 
tends to the next Congress, I do not see that 
any great harm can be done by electing two 
or three members in a State upon a general 
ticket, even if the majority should be very 
large in that State. 

Mr. HALE. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him one question? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Certainly. 

Mr. HALE. Suppose, on the other hand, 
that the Governor was afraid of the result of 
redistricting for additional members, and pre- 
ferred not to call the Legislature together, so 


|| that there might bea general election? Would 
| not the result there also be a wrong? 


would be such a violation of the rights of the | 


| minority that there could be no justification 
for it whatever, and I hope it will not be done. 

Mr. CREBS. Fully agreeing with the views 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 


Har, ] and desiring to get over the difficulty I 
| suggest, I offer an amendment which will have 


Dawes] and the gentleman from Maine, ao 


the effect of positively requiring any State enti- | 


| tled to increased representation to make an 
'| apportionment. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


| ‘ 
| present time. 


‘| Mr. FINKELNBURG. Let it be read. 


The Chair begs to state | 
that no further amendment is in order at the 


il Bat it ison 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. It would. The Gov- 


|| ernor would be in the wrong in either case, 
| depriving the 
culty in a single State which would justify || sentation to which they were entitled. 


not myself particular about this matter, but 


eople of the State of repre 
I am 


there are States which desire particularly this 


| the minority half. 


provision of the bill, because they fear that 
otherwise they will not get their additional 
representation. 

My colleague, [Mr. Marsuatt, ] in his amend 
ment with reference to minority representa- 
tion, goes a step further than even the consti- 
tutional convention of Illinois, that provided 


| for minority representation only in the case 


where three or four more Representatives were 
to be elected. He proposes to divide the apple 
where but two are to be elected, and to give 
That is putting minority 
representation a little further than anybody 
in my State ever thought of. No one there 
ever thought of giving the minority haif. 
y an experiment, and a very doubt: 
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ful one at best, and I doubt very much the | 


policy of incorporating it into an act of Con- || 
gress in reference to apportionment. | 

Mr. SHANKS. My State is particularly || 
interested in this matter, and I agree with the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Farnsworrs] | 
in regard to it. I thought it was plain that the 
provision of the bill in regard to elections by 
general ticket related only to the Forty-Third 
Congress. I wish, however, to call attention 
to a statement made by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes,] in which he 
seemed to throw out the idea that Congress 
had at some time authorized a State to go 
beyond one election for amember of Congress | 
at large. Sir, Congress has never done such a | 
thing. The State of Illinois has had a Repre- | 
sentative upon this floor elected by the people | 
at large, without any legal authority whatever, 
for several years; but the population of that | 
State was so large, and there was so much jus- | 
tice in that representation, that no one raised | 
A voice against it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I think we have had | 
a joint resolution authorizing it from Congress 
to Congress. 

Mr.SHANKS. Ithinknot. I may be mis- | 
taken, but I think there has been no authority 
forit. But, ofcourse, it would not do to depend 
on the continuance of that condition of things. 
I ask that a provision shall be put in the bill 
that will secure to us our full representation, 
even though the members of the Legislature 
may have resigned, or the Governor may not | 
call an extra session. We, in Indiana, have 
only biennial sessions of our Legislature, and 
we cannot control this matter in any other way. 

Mr. WILLARD. Mr. Chairman, I desire to 
call the attention of the House—because it is 
necessary that they should consider it before 
they make any further progress in this bill—to 
a matter which was alluded to by the gentle- 
man from Ohio [ Mr. GarFie_p] when this sub- 
This is the 
first apportionment under the fourteenth arti- 
cle of amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States, and of course it is to be made | 
on a new basis; there is a new constitutional 
regulation in respect toit. The second section | 
of the fourteenth article of amendments pro 
vides that ‘‘ Representatives shall be appor- 
tioned among the several States according to | 
their respective numbers, counting the whole 
number of persons in each State, excluding | 
Indians not taxed.’’ . 

I desire the particular attention of the House | 
to what follows: 

“But when the right to vote at any election for 
the choice of electors for President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States, Representatives in Con- 
gress, the executive and judicial officers of a State, | 
or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied 
to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being 
twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United 
States, or in any way abridged, except for partici- 
pation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of rep- | 
resentation therein shall be reduced in the propor- 
tion which the number of such male citizens shall 
bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty- 
one years of age in such State.” 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the requirementin that 
provision of the Constitution as to the persons 
who shall be counted inthis apportionment is 
that they shall be those only who are not. ex- 
cluded from the franchise in any of the States 
for any other reasons than those specified in 
this amendment; in other words,if a State 
excludes any persons from the franchise who 
are male citizens of the United States twenty- 
one years of age,and inhabitants, except for 
participation in the rebellion, or for other 
crimes, a proportional number of persons shall 
be counted out of the basis of representation 
of that State. Let meillustratethis. Georgia 
excludes all those who have not paid all taxes 
which may have been required of them, and 
which they have had an opportunity of paying 
within the preceding year. Nevada excludes 
those who have not paid a poll-tax; Massa- 
chusetts excludes those who have not paid a 
State or county tax assessed within two years 
preceding, unless by law exempted from taxa- 
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tion; Delaware excludes those over twenty- 
two who have not within two years paid a 
county tax assessed at least six months before 
election. Pennsylvania has the same require- 
ment in regard io all taxes assessed ten days 
before the election. Rhode Island has a prop 
erty qualification which covers all her inhab- 
itants. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it seems to me entirely 
clear that in Pennsylvania, for instance, the 


whole voting population of that State over | 


| twenty-two years of age has its right to vote 


|| ment of his right to vote. 





abridged by this provision that no person in 
that State shall vote who is over twenty-two 
years of age unless he has paid taxes. He 


may be a male inhabitant; he may be twenty- || 


one years of age; he may be a citizen of the 
United States; he may never have participated 
in the rebellion, nor committed other crimes, 
and yet when he comes to the polls, if he has 
not paid taxes, he cannot vote. 

Mr. RANDALL. Any time within two 
years. 

Mr. WILLARD. Well, that is an abridg- 
Suppose we turn 
the proposition around. Suppose, instead of 
the amendment as it now stands, we had this 
amendment: ‘‘Therightto vote for the choice 
of electors of President, Vice President, X&c., 


of the male inhabitants of any State above | 


twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the 
United States, shall not be denied or in any 
way abridged except for participation in rebel- 
lion or othercrimes.’’ Would any gentleman 


here pretend, if that provision was in the Con- | 


stitution, that the State of Pennsylvania, or 
any other State, could require a property quali- 
fication, or that persons otherwise voters should 
pay taxes before they had a right to vote? It 
seems to me very clear that such a require- 
ment would in that case be plainly unconsti- 
tutional, ss 

I had the honor of offering a resolution on 
Thursday last, which was passed by the House, 
calling on the Secretary of the Interior fora 
statement of the persons excluded from the 
right of suffrage in their respective States for 
reasons other than those named in the four- 
teenth article of amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. I do not understand 
that that information has yet been presented 
to this House. I suppose it will be laid before 


us in a day or two at farthest; I so under- | 
It seems to me it will be impossible | 


stand. 
for us to proceed intelligently under that four- 
teenth amendment unless we know what per- 
sons are excluded from voting in the respective 
States. Iam not, by any means, certain that 
the whole population of Vermont, as well as 
of many other States, would not be excluded 
or counted out by that provision. 
mont require that all voters shall take the free- 
man’s oath, as it is called; and they must also 
be persons of quiet and peaceable behavior. 


That, perhaps, is a reason why our State is | 


Republican. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Would that take out the 
whole population of Vermont? 

Mr. WILLARD. It seems to me those are 
ali qualifications in addition to those named in 
the fourteenth amendment, and I am by no 
means certain that they do not affect all the 
voting population of my State. Other States 
require other oaths. All States require a resi- 
dence longer or shorter, and it may be a ques- 
tion whether even residence is not a qualifi- 
cation in addition to those required by the 
fourteenth amendment, as in that amendment 
the phrase ‘‘male inhabitants’’ is ased; and 
every lawyer understands that a person who 
has gone into a State with the intention of 
remaining is an inhabitant of that State though 
he may have resided there but one day. New 
York requires that a person shall have been a 
citizen at least ten days before the election at 
which he offers to vote; and this certainly is 
in addition to the qualifications of citizenship 
named in this fourteenth amendment. 

I have mentioned only a part of the various 


We in Ver- 
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| . . . “27 . 
| limitations—other than those specified in ths 


| fourteenth amendment—on the right to vote jy 
the various States; but I have named enoug! 
| to show that we cannot safely proceed to make 
| this apportionment without further informatio, 
| from the Interior Department. Perhaps ¢}, 
| committee may as well rise and wait for th 
_ information, rather than to go on in this way 
| without it. We do not know whether we oug); 
| to give an additional member to Missouri, a: 
‘to Ohio, and to other States until we hay 
| before us the information called for by jy, 
resolution. 
| Mr. BINGHAM. | Is notthe gentleman ad 
vised that the paper laid upon our tables the 
other day is one prepared by the Interior De 
|| partment, and that it declaresthe aggregate of 
the representative population of the United 
States? + 
Mr. WILLARD. I heard the colleague of 
the gentleman [ Mr. Garrie.p] state the other 
day that that paper was a correct statement 
from the Census Bureau, but it does not cop. 
tain the information we must have in order to 
go ahead understandingly with this apportion. 
‘| ment. I take it that Congress is not acting 
|| under the direction of the Secretary of the Inte. 
|| rior or of the Superintendent of the Census, 
| or of anybody else, in determining this matter 
of the representative population of any State, 
|| We do not submit questions of that sort 1 
|| them; they furnish us with the facts, and we 
determine those questions for ourselves. 
| Mr. BINGHAM. Does the gentleman pro- 
pose to take the census himself, or to let those 
take it who are designated by law for that 
purpose ? 
Mr. WILLARD. 


} 


I will tell the gentleman 


|| what I propose. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I would like to know. 
Mr. WILLARD. The Secretary of the 


Interior has been ordered to take a certain 
census; to ascertain certain facts. When we 
have the returns of that census before us we 
will know what it contains, and then we can 
tell for ourselves whether the representatiy 
| population of Ohio is one million, that < 
| Pennsyivania two millions, &c. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The Interior Departinen 
is authorized by the act of 1850 to take the 
census, and we must take the census which 
that Department gives to us. 

Mr. WILLARD. Some of the facts called 
for by my resolution offered the other day 
appear in the statement before the House; 
| but there is one fact called for by that reso 
|| lution that does not there appear, and that is 
'| the number of persons in the respective States 
| who are deprived of the right to vote for rea 
sons other than those named in the fourteenth 
amendment. ‘Tables are being prepared to 
|| show that very fact, and those tables will be 
laid before us in season to enable us to aci 
upon this matter understandingly. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. Has the gentle: 
man ascertained that when we get those tables 
they will show the number of persons over 
| twenty-one years of age in the various States 
| who are disfranchised, and also the numbe! 
of persons who are enfranchised by the opera: 
| tion of the fifteenth amendment ? 

Mr. WILLARD. I suppose the report wil. 
show the nationality of all the males in the 
| United States, the number of each nationality 
| who are citizens of the United States and the 
| number who are not citizens; and it will als 
show the color of the inhabitants of the United 
States. The fifteenth amendment-provides tha‘ 
no person shall have his right to vote denied 
| or abridged by reason of color, race, or pre’ 
| vious condition of servitude. I suppose, as 4 

matter of course, this information I have called 














United States over twenty-one years of age, 
how many of them are black, how many are 0! 





are Germans, &c. 


| Mr. SHELLABARGER. Will it show how 


many are yoters? 


} for will show the number of males in the 
| 
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Irish birth, how many are French, how many 
| ? d 7 
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Mr. WILLARD. It ought to show that fact. 
Now, to return to. the proposition with which | 
I started. When the fourteenth amendment 
first came before the House it provided in | 
substance that no person whose right to vote 
was denied or abri ged in any State by reason 
of race or color should be included in the basis | 
of representation. It at once occurred to gen- | 
tlemen of the House that such a provision did 
not reach the object which they sought to 
accomplish, which was that the colored people 
should not be disfranchised on account of color 
or by any hocus-pocus of a tax or a property 
qualification. It was at once said, ‘*A prop: | 
erty qualification of $500 or $1,000 would as 
effectually exclude every black man in the 
United States as though he were excluded on 
the ground of color.’’ And soit would. To 
avoid such a result the proposed amendment 
was modified, and it was provided that if the 
right to vote should be abridged for any cause, 
except those now specified in that amendment, 
the persons so excluded should not be counted 
in the basis of representation. 

Now, sir, I cannot see why every voter over 
twenty-two years of age in the State of Penn- 
cylyania, or the State of Georgia, should not be 
counted out in the basis of representation. 

Soth those States require a property qualifica- 
tion; that is, both require that the voter, if 
over twenty-two years of age, shall have paid 
a tax; and my friend from Georgia, | Mr. 
Wuite.ey, ] who sitsin front of me, says thatin 
his State forty or fifty thousand persons who 
would otherwise be voters are practically dis- 
franchised by that requirement. It was to 
meet that very possibility—a property qualli- 
fication—that the particular phraseology of the 
fourteenth amendment was selected. And, sir, 
when we are going forward to make an appor- 
tionment for the first time since the adoption 
of that amendment, let us abide by that amend- 
ment. Let us take-no backward steps. Let 
us not fail to construe that amendment in 
accordance with the purpose for which it was 
framed. 

As under the present circumstances we seem 
to be making no satisfactory progress with the 
bill, I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I hope the motion 
will not be adopted, but that we shall go on 
with this bill. 

Mr. WILLARD. 
Mr. COX. 
committee rise. 

‘The motion was not agreed to; there being— 
ayes 66, noes 73. 

_Mr. MAYNARD. Mr. Chairman, the ques- 
tion which as been raised by the honorable 
gentleman from Vermont [Mr. WILLARD] with 
regard to the provisions of the fourteenth 
amendment, as affecting the apportionment of 
representation in this House, is one not with- 
out interest or importance. It is one that we 
are likely to meet at various times, and per- 
haps we may as well meet it at the threshold 
and consider it now as at any other time. The 
view which he has presented, while plausible 
and not without argument to support it, seems 
to me not the view that was entertained by the 
country when that provision was incorporated 
in the organic law of the United States. ‘That 
amendment provides for a case where the right 
to vote is by any State ‘‘denied or abridged.”’ 

hose are the words as I recollect them. The 
question then arises, what are we to understand 
by an abridgment of the right to vote? 

Almost every State, every one I presume, 
requires various qualifications on the part of 
voters. Qne is residence. It is required that 
the citizen shall vote in the place of his resi- 
ence, the place where he has resided a longer 
or a shorter time. Other qualifications the 
gentleman himself has suggested, education 
‘or example, and others which have been 
andicated. These qualifications, it will be 
observed, are possible qualifications. Every 
itizen may possess them. There are other 
qualifications that have been imposed, and 
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in their character. For example, when we 
prescribe as a qualification of the voter that 
he shall be a male, such a requirement pre- 
sents as to the female portion of thecommunity 
an impossible qualification. 

Mr. WILLARD. 
required of voters a property qualification of 
$1,000, would not the gentleman consider such 
a requirement as an abridgment of the right to 


| vote within the terms of the amendment? 
I will answer that ques- | 


Mr. MAYNARD. 


tion presently. 


_ Tsay that as to the women of the land the || 
insertion of the word ‘‘male’’ in prescribing || 


the qualifications of voters presents an impos- 
sible qualification. It denies them the right 
to vote beyond all power on their part to over- 
come the obstacle. So also the provisions 
which, prior to the adoption of the constitu- 
tional amendment, required that the voter 


should be a white man prescribed as to the | 


colored people of the country an impossible 
qualification. Every colored man was abso- 


lutely excluded. But it is not so where the | 
qualification in its nature is impossible to be | 


ry 


provided, The gentleman from Vermont [ Mr. 
WILLARD] is putting extreme cases. Requir- 
ing property to the amount of $1,000 as a 
qualification for a voter is another thing. 

Mr. WILLARD. What is the difference in 
principle? 

Mr. MAYNARD. The gentleman is too 
good a logician, too profound a lawyer, not to 
know that arguments drawn from extreme 
cases do nothing. While a thousand dollar 
property qualification would be, in my judg- 
ment, unwise, oppressive, and unjust, and 
while I do not say that would make any differ- 
ence in the principle of the case, still it is a 
condition which a great number of people in 
the land, both white and colored, men and 
women, would be unable to comply with. 

Mr. WILLARD. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee was, I believe, a member of the House 
when the fourteenth amendment was proposed, 
and I now ask himif the phraseology of the 
amendment was not changed after it was first 
reported from the committee, because it was 
understood that, as it then stood, it did not 
prevent States from adopting a property or 
educational test, which would as effectually 
exclude the blacks as though they were partic- 
ularly named ? 

Mr. MAYNARD. The gentleman refers to 
my being a member of Congress at the time 
of the passage of the fourteenth amendment 
of the Constitution. He does not recollect 
that I became a member only when the four- 
teenth amendment had passed. The object 
of the fourteenth amendment was to prevent 
the disfranchisement of the colored population. 
It gave the States which had that population 
the same strength they would have in case 
they allowed the colored people to vote. It 
provided that if they allowed colored men to 


vote they should be represented accordingly, | 


and if they did not allow the colored men to 
vote, then that their representation should be 
abridged in proportion to their exclusion of 
the colored vote. That was the object of that 
amendment. There was some discussion in 
this and in the other House as to the form of 
the amendment, as to the words to be used in 
framing the amendment, so as to carry out the 
object sought to be accomplished. It finally 
took the form in which it now stands, as under 
all circumstances being the most likely to attain 
the end. In my belief, and I submit with con- 
fidence to the House that the proper and just 
interpretation of the fourteenth amendment 
of the Constitution will be secured by making 
the distinction I bave already stated, and I do 
not care to amplify or press it beyond the mere 
statement of it, that is by observing the differ- 
ence between possible and impossible condi- 
tions prescribed as qualifications for voters. 
Mr. WILLARD. The gentleman does not 
answer my objection. Suppose, instead of 


. . . . os I} 
some that are imposed whi:) are impossible | 


|| in eee 
|| be counted in t 


If the State of Tennessee || 
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property qualifications applicable to all voters, 
the constitution of a State disqualified all col- 
| ored people who were not possessed of $500 
Should those thus distranchised 
he basis of representation under 
the fourteenth amendment, on the ground that 
a disqualification for want of property is not an 
|| abridgment of a person’s right to vote for 
|| other reasons than those mentioned in the 
| amendment? 
| 
| 
| 





Mr. MAYNARD. That would conflict with 
the Constitution in other respects. If that 
|| case arose, however, we shoul treat it pre- 
|| cisely according to the distinction I have made, 
| whether, in fact, it was not an impossible con- 
|| dition to be fulfilled. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I cannot hear a word of 
what is going on between the two gentlemen 
on the other side of the House, and I hope 
they will be compelled to address the Chair 
and not-.each other. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s point 
|| is well taken. 

Mr. KELLEY. Pardon mea moment. I 
wish to say to my friend from Vermont that 
the only requirement under the constitution 
of the State of Pennsylvania is that a citizen 
over twenty-two years of age shall have paid 
a tax within two years, so that any male citi- 
zen over twenty-two years of age who has paid 
a twenty-five cent poli-tax within two years is 
entitled to vote. ‘This, therefore, canzot in 
any sense be taken as a property qualification 
in order to be entitled the right to vote. 

Mr. WILLARD. I wish to say, in reply to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that the 
statement I made in reference to the provis- 
ion in the constitution of his State was taken 
from a pamphleton this subject, laid upon our 
desks during the last session of Congress. It 
is there stated that there is a constitutional 
provision in the Stateof Pennsylvania which, 
in my judgment, operates as a property quali- 
fication, and is therefore an abridgment of the 
right of suffrage in that State. I found the pro- 
vision referred to, and I understood froma 
prominent Pennsylvanian, a friend of mine, 
that the statement was correct in this, that the 
constitytion of Pennsylvania provided that all 
citizens over twenty-two years of age who did 
not pay taxes should not be entitled to vote. 

Mr. KELLEY. All that is required is the 
payment of a poll-tax of twenty-five cents 
every other year. 

Mr. WILLARD. Then, there isa disquali- 
fication to that extent? 

Mr. MAYNARD. [I hope the chairman of 
the Committee of the Whole will not regard it 
as a want of respect on my part if I allow my 
friends and neighbors ail around me to assist 
me in theline of my thoughts, and in present- 
ing views which I, perhaps, entertain myself, 
and presenting them more forcibly and ele- 
gantly than I can do. I say, in response to 
the question of the gentleman from Vermont, 
that there are various ways in which the right 
to vote at any election may be abridged. Take 
the case of the election of electors for Presi- 
dent. There are a great many ways that can 
be imagined by an ingenious man in which the 
right of an obnoxious voter might be restricted, 
and which would come undoubtedly within the 
purview of the fourteenth amendment. 

There is another aspect of this question 
which [ would present to the consideration of 
gentlemen. In the case, for example, of the 

ayment of taxes, how are we to know who 
hss paid his taxes, and whohasnot? That is 
a matter, to use a legal phrase, of in pais. It 
is not a matter of record. And the man who 
| has not paid his taxes to-day may pay them 
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to-morrow, so as to be qualified as a voter. 
An estimate, therefore, on any sueh basis as 
that, would be simply impossible; and it is 
manifest that the framers of the fourteenth 
amendment to the Constitution contemplated 
nothing of the sort. 

The object of the fourteenth amendment was 
simply this: to provide either that the colored 
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man should be allowed to vote, or if he was 
not, that his influence should not be felt in the 


1 


| unfavorable judgment of the Department in respect 


apportionment of representation in this House. | 


You must either let him vote, or you shall not 
be represented by reason of his numbers. That 
is the proposition which was incorporated in 
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to this single class of statistics is formed, first, from 
the application of certain statistical tests, and sec- 
ond, from a consideration of the agencies employed, 


| which are not deemed adequate to the determina- 


tion of the numerous questions of difficulty and 


|| nieety which are involved. 


the second section of the fourteenth amend- | 


ment. 
euggest, is all that it does mean; because I 
cannot conceive that in the nature of things 
there should be another etate of facts which 
would be applicable. And when the fifteenth 
amendment affords a relief to this portion of 
the population, this second section of the four- 
teenth amendmentstrikes me as having become 
functus officio, or rather as having no vitality. 

Mr. MERCUR rose. 

Mr. BURDETT. Will the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania give way for a motion that the 
committee rise? 

Mr. MERCUR. I yield to the gentleman 
for the purpose of making such a motion. 

Mr. BURDETT. There is so much confu- 
sion prevailing that I think it is time that the 
committe should rise, and I make that motion. 

The motion that the committee rise was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Bur- 
FINTON reported that, according to order, the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had had the Union generally under con- 
sideration, and particularly the special order, 
being House bill No. 243, for the apportion- 
mentof Representatives to Congress among the 
several States according to the ninth census, 
and had come to no resolution thereon. 


PROPERTY OF THE UNITED STATES. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 


laid before the House a letter from the Com- | 


missioner of Agriculture, in compliance with 
the act of July 15, 1870, in relation to inven- 
tories and accounts of the property of the 
United States in the public buildings and 
grounds, &c.; which was referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture, and ordered to be 
printed. os er 
NINTIL CENSUS. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, in answer to a reso- 
lution of the House of December 7, 1871, 
in relation to the number of the inhabitants, 
excluding Indians not taxed, in each of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 
as ascertained by the last census, &c.; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union in connection with 
the apportionment bill, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. COX. I desire to ask the Chair 
whether we could not have that information 
printed in the Globe to-morrow morning ? 


There was no objection, and it was so | 


ordered. 
lhe communication and accompanying table 
are as follows: 


DeEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
WASHINGTON, December 11, 1871. 

Sir: In compliance witha resolution of the hon- 
orable House of Representatives, under date of the 
7th instant, Ll have the honor to transmit a table 
exhibiting “the number of inhabitants, excluding 
Indians not taxed, in each of the States and Terri- 
tories of the United States, as ascertained by the 
last census.”’ 

Also, “‘the number of male inhabitants in each 
State being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of 
the United States, whose right to vote in such State 
at any election for the choice of electors for Presi- 
dent and Vice President of the United States, Rep- 
resentatives in Congress, the executive and judicial 
officers of « State, or the members of the Legisla- 
ture thereof, is denied, or in any way abridged, 
except for participation in rebellion, or other 
crime.” 

I have also deemed it proper to add a statement 


of the number of male citizens of the United States | 


twenty-one years of age and over, as the same have 
been returned by the assistant marshals of the sev- 
eral States. 

Itis neoessary to state, in transmitting these tables, 
that the Department is disposed to give but little 
credit to the returns made by assistant marshals in 
regard to the denial or abridgment of suffrage. The 








It means that, and that, I respectfully || 








I have further the honor to state, that it is not in 
the power of the Department to give “ the number 
of male inhabitants of each State twenty-one years 
of age and over,’’ as required by the resolution of 


Aggregate Repre- 
sentative popu- 


States and Territories. 






















December 11, 





| the honorable House of Representatives. Itianot 
expected that these statistics will be prepared {,, 
some months to come, It needs, perhaps, to b or 
that the corresponding statements for the 
ooopes were not issued from the press until 0 
864. 
[have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
| Cc. DELANO, Secretary, 


© State 
eighth 
Clober. 


Hon. James G, Biaine, : 
Speaker of the House of Representatines 


Male citizens of the 
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CONTESTED ELECTION—BOLES VS. EDWARDS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House documentary evi- 
dence in the contested-election case of Boles 
vs. Edwards; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Elections. 

F. AND E. REED. 


Mr. FRYE, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to withdraw from the files of the 
House papers relating to the claim of I’. and E. 
Reed, numbered 563. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Mary- 
land, [ Mr. Rrrcute, ] who did not avail himself 
of the absence of ten days granted him on 
Wednesday last, asks now the same privilege, 
to be reckoned from to-day. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 

Mr. TUTHILL, by unanimous consent, 
obtained leave of absence for five days. 


COURTS IN IDAUO. 


Mr. MERRITT, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 613) to regulate 
the practice in civil cases in the courts of 
Idaho Territory; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


INDIAN HOME GUARDS. 


Mr. SLOCUM, by unanimous consent, sub: 
mitted the following resolution; which wa: 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Department oi 
the Interior be, and he is hereby, directed to tran:- 
mit to this House copies of all letters, telegrams, 
and reports of special agents, and other ofiicia! 
papers and records of his Department, pertaining 
| to the payment of bounties, back pay, and pensions 
| to the first, second, and third regiments of Indian 
home guards, together with copies of all letters in 
the case taken from the pension ageney at Fort 
Gibson, Arkansas. 


RECONSIDERATION. 


Mr. DICKEY. ‘I ask that by unanimous 
consent all matters that have been referred to 
committees since the morning hour shall be 
considered as having been referred under the 
rule of the morning hour, and not to be 
brought back by motions to reconsider. 

There was no objection, and it was 80 
ordered. 

INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT. 


Mr. COX. I ask unanimous consent to 
offer the following resolution for adoption: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
directed to consider the question of an international 
copyright, and te report to this House what, in theif 
judgment, would be the wisest plan, by treaty or 
law, to secure the property of authors in their works 
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: injury to other rights and interests; and if, 
He apinton, congressional legislation is best, 


that they report a bill for that purpose. 

Mr. KELLEY. I object to that resolution. 

Mr. PERCE. Letit be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Library. ; 

Mr. COX. The committee have a bill be- 
we this resolution to them. It is a direction 
that they exercise their duty in a peculiar 
mode, either by reporting a bill or by sug- 
vesting @ treaty. 
ote KELLEY. I object to the resolution. 

Mr. COX. Then I move to suspend the 
rules, so as to enable me to introduce it. 

Mr. DAWES. Pending that motion I move 
that the House adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at three 
o'clock and thirty minutes p. m.) the House 
adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees: 

By Mr. AMBLER: A memorial of the print- 
ers and stationers of Salem, Ohio, praying to 
be relieved from the injurious competition of 
the Government in the manufacture and sale 
of envelopes at less than cost and the printing 
of business cards thereon gratuitously. 

By Mr. AMES: The petition of H. W. Rob- 
inson and others, citizens of North Bridge- 
water, Massachusetts, for the repeal of the 
tux on savings institutions. 

By Mr. BEATTY: The petition of Jay 
Kling, asking that he be allowed pay as surgeon 
of United States volunteers_for the time he 
was held as a prisoner of war. 

By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: A peti- 
tion of the officers of the Dedham institution 
for savings, Dedham, Massachusetts, for a 
repeal of the tax on savings banks. 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
Jesse Eddy and 20 others, citizens of Fall 
River, Massachusetts, praying for the prompt 
repeal of the tax on savings banks. 

Also, the memorial of Daniel J. Robbins 
and 24 others, citizens of Plymouth, Massa- 
chusetts, praying for the immediate repeal of 
the tax on savings banks. 

By Mr. COBB: A petition of citizens of 


Warren and Nash counties, North Carolina, | 


asking for the establishment of a post route 
A Ridgeway to Hilliard’s store, North Car- 
olina. 

By Mr. CROSSLAND: The petition of J. 
S. Wylieand others, citizens of Kentucky, pray- 
ing the enactment of a law prohibiting the 
deduction of any part of the pay of mail con- 


tractors for the failure to deliver mails when | 


failure is caused by high water. 

By Mr. DAVIS: The petition of John 
Blakinsop and others, of Brooke county, 
West Virginia, late soldiers in the Army of 
the United States, requesting the passage of a 
law amending the twenty-fifth section of the 
act of Congress approved July 15, 1870, enti- 
tled ‘An act making appropriations for the 
support of the Army, and for other purposes,”’ 
so as to allow soldiers mentioned in said sec- 
tion to enter the amount of land therein al- 
lowed, or such other amount as may be thought 
proper, without the requirements of settlement 
and cultivation, and to give a patent therefor 
unconditionally, 

Also, the petition of Jesse Jaco and others, 
of Preston county, West Virginia, late soldiers 
in the Army of the United States, requesting 
the passage of a Jaw amending the twenty-fifth 
section ot the act of Congress approved July 
15, 1870, entitled ‘* An act making appropria- 
ticns for the support of the Army for the year 
ending June 30, 1871, and for other purposes,”’ 
80 as to allow soldiers mentioned in said section 


to enter the amount of land allowed therein, or 


such other amount as may be thought proper, 
Without the requirements of settlement and 


them, and there is no propriety in refer- | 


| 
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cultivation, and to give a patent therefor un- | 
conditionally. 

By Mr. DUKE: The petition of Thomas 
Lewis, who accompanied Meriwether Lewis | 
in his expedition across the Rocky mountains, 
praying that a pension may be allowed him. 

By Mr. FRYE: The petition of B. A. Bailey, 
for relief for seizure and detention by Govern- 
ment of his ship Argo. 

Also, the petition of Mary A. Ducan, for 
removal of limitation of five years in pension 
laws. 

Also, the petition of Michael F. Garnett, for 
relief for hospital duties wrongfully exacted. 

By Mr. HOAR: ‘The petition of O. Under- 
wood and others, of Milford, Massachusetts, 
for repeal of tax on savings banks. 

Also, the memorial of G. H. Whiteomb and 
others, in regard to the sale of stamped envel- | 
opes by the Government. 

By Mr. KELLEY: The memorial of John 
Garsed, in regard to a claim. 

By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of White 
& Wells and others, of Waterbury, Connecti- 
cut, against the present system of selling 
printed stamped envelopes. 

By Mr. KERR: The memorial of Elias C. 
Bonudinot, a Cherokee Indian, praying for re- 
lief against certain proceedings of the Govern- 
ment against him under the internal revenue 
laws for carrying on certain business in the 
Indian territory. 

By Mr. LYNCH: The petition of J. B. 
Brown and others, citizens of Portland, Maine, 
asking the repeal of the tax imposed upon sav- 
ings institutions. 

By Mr. MANSON: The memorial of Ros- 
ser, Spring & Co., 8S. Vater, Wilson & Ellis, | 
William S. Lingle, and 6 others, editors and | 
printers, of Indiana, praying Congress, for | 
reasons therein set forth, to prohibit the Post 
Office Department from manufacturing and 
selling envelopes at or below their cost to the 
Government in the city of New York, and | 
delivering the same through the mails to all | 
parts of the country free of charge, at a loss to | 
the Department of the cost of transportation, 
handling, &e., and to prohibit also the print- 
ing on the same of any cards or advertisements 
for merchants and others, because such action 
by that Department is injurious to the public 
service, and unjust and injurious to citizens 
engaged in such business. 

By Mr. McCRARY: The petition of Mary 
Haag, widow of Francis Haag, deceased, late 
private in company K, thirteenth regiment lowa | 
volunteers. 

By Mr. MERRIAM: The petition of S. L. | 
Hammond and 76 others, citizens of Jefferson 
county, New York, asking that a suitable cus- 
tom-house building be erected at Cape Vin- 
cent, New York. 

By Mr. NEGLEY: The petition of George | 
Graham, company I, one hundred and fifth | 
Pennsylvania cavalry, for a pension. 

By Mr. PERRY, of Ohio: The petition of 
Captain John ‘Tl. Watson, praying compensa- 
tion for damage and losses sustained in res- | 
cuing and saving the lives of officers and sol- 
diers from the burning steamer Sultana, above | 
Memphis. 

By Mr. PLATT: The petition of S. W. 
Venable and others, for the abolition of the | 
present duty on mass licorice. eh 

By Mr. KICE, of Kentucky: The petition | 
of Eugene Campbell and others, of Cincinnati, | 
asking relief from the present law regulating | 
steamboats, and for the improvement of water | 
routes. 

By Mr. SAWYER: The petition of pub- 
lishers and booksellers of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, 
asking that the printing of business cards on 
stamped envelopes and the sale of the same 
by the Government at less than cost price may 
be abolished. 

By Mr. SCOFIELD: Acopy of the present- 
ment of the United States grand jury for the | 
western districtof Pennsylvania, recommend- 
ing the erection of a Government building at | 


Se 


| 
| 
; 
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Erie, Pennsylvania, to furnish the necessary 
customs, postal, and court conveniences re- 
quired at that place. 

By Mr. SHERWOOD: The petition of J. 
C. C. Whalley and others, of Lock Haven, 
Pennsylvania, protesting against the manufuc- 
ture and sale of envelopes by the Post Office 
Department. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of Ann 


| Jeffries, mother of Henry L. Jeifries, deceased, 
| late of company C, twenty-fifth Ohio regiment 


| volunteer infantry, for arrearages of pension. 


By Mr. WAKEMAN: A petition of sun- 


dry citizens of Batavia, New York, for increase 


| of pension to James H. Hogan. 


Also, the petition of Timothy Paige, of 
Lockport, New York, for a pension. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: A petition to 
establish a mail route between Dover and 
Srin, Tennessee. 

Also, a petition to establish a mail route 
between Dover, Tennessee, and Murray, Ken- 
tucky. 





IN SENATE. 


Turspay, December 12, 1871. 


Prayer by Rev. Joun B. Van Merten, of 
Washington, District of Columbia. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings 
was read and approved. 

Hon. Tuomas F. Bayarp, from the State of 
Delaware, and Hon. Wittiam M. Stewart, 
from the State of Nevada, appeared in their 
seats to day. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 
612) to provide for a deficiency in the appro- 
priations for the expenses of taking the ninth 
census of the United States; in which the con- 
currence of the Senate was requested. 

The message also announced that the House 
had passed the following resolution; in which 
concurrence was requested: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when the 
two Houses adjourn on Thursday, the 2lst instant, 


they adjourn to meet again on Monday, the Sth day 
of January next, at twelve o’clock noon. 


MOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
The bill (H. R. No. 612) to provide for a 


deficiency in the appropriations for the ex- 
penses of taking the ninth census of the 
United States was read twice by its title. 

Mr. CORBETT. As it is important that 
that bill should be acted upon at an early day, 
the money heretofore appropriated for that 
purpose being entirely exhausted, I call the 
attention of the Committee on Appropriations 
to the bill and ask them to report it as soon as 
possible. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 
ADJOURNMENT FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate the following concurrent resolution 
from the House of Representatives: 

2esolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when the 
two Houses adjourn on Thursday, the 2lst instant, 
they adjourn to meet again on Monday, the Sth day 
of January next, at twelve o’clock noon. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
is before the Senate, and the question is on 
agreeing to it, unless some other motion shall 
be made. 

The resolution was concurred in. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of col- 
ored citizens of Massachusetts, praying the 
passage of the bill known as Mr. Scmyen's 
supplementary civil rights bill; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of 
Archibald Wilson and others, citizens and sta- 
tioners of Poughkeepsie, New York, praying 
that the sale of stamped envelopes by the Goy- 











; 
‘ i 


APE 


68 


ernment be abolished; which was referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of John Caleb, 
a citizen of the State of New York, praying to 
be allowed a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present alsoa petition 
very numerously signed by citizens of the city 
of Utica, New York, praying that a building 
may be erected there to furnish accommoda- 
tions which have long been needed for the post 
office and other matters pertaining to the pub- 
lic service. I move its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Publie Buildings and Grounds. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of 
John 8. Burch, of Russell county, Ala- 
bama, praying the removal of his political dis- 
abilities; which was referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Russell county, Alabama, praying the removal 


of the political disabilities of John S. Burch, | 


of that county; which was referred to the 
select Committee on the Remova! of Political 
Disabilities. 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM presented three peti- | 


tions of citizens of Connecticut, praying that 
the sale of stamped envelopes by the Govern- 
ment be abolished; which were referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 
Mr. POOL presented the petition of Henry 
Watson, of Davidson county, North Carolina, 
praying the removal of his political disabili- 
ties; which was referred to the select Com- 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 


He also presented the petition of Jacob T. | 
Brown and others, citizens of Davidson county, | 


North Carolina, praying the removal of polit 


ical disabilities from Henry Watson, of that | 


county; which was referred to the select 


| praying payment for cotton seized by the United 
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Thomas S. Taylor and others, publishers and 
stationers at Fort Wayne, Indiana, praying 
Congress to abolish the sale i mamepsl star 
opes by the Government, or to modify the 
existing law authorizing their sale in certain 
particulars pointed out, so as to relieve them 
trom unjust competition. | move its reference 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. COOPER on a petition of citi- | 


zens of Nashville, Tennessee, stationers, book- 
sellers, &c., praying that the sale of stamped 
envelopes by the Government be abolished ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. CASSERLY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of J. Ross 
Browne be taken from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


On motion of Mr. SPENCER, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Moses B. Bramhall 


| States Army and sold by order of the Government, 


be taken from the files of the Senate and referred 
te the Committee on Military Affairs. 


INTERNAL REVENUE REPORT. 
Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on 


Printing, to whom was referred the concurrent 
resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Howe, 


| reported it without amendment; and, by unani- 


mous consent, the resolution was considered 


| and agreed to, as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Represent- 


atives concurring,) That two thousand additional | 


copies of the last report of the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue, with the tables, be printed and 


bound for the use of the Commissioner; and that | 


five hundred additional copies be printed with paper 


| covers, also for the use of the Commissioner. 


° ee . | 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- || 


abilities. 


Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland, presented 


a petition of Kk, E. Ewing and others, citizens | 
of Maryland, praying that the sale of stamped || 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


_ No. 865) to secure equal rights in the public 


envelopes by the Government be abolished ; || 
which was referred to the Committee on Post || 


Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Bay City, Michigan; a petition of citi- 
zens of Grand Rapids, Michigan; a petition 
of citizens of East Saginaw, Michigan; a peti- 


tion of citizens of Kansas City, Missouri; a | 


petition of citizens of Minneapolis, Minnesota ; 
and a petition of citizens of Portland, Maine, 
complaining of certain alleged arbitrary decis- 
ions by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 
and praying for such a general reformation of 


the revenue laws by Congress as will take from | 


any officer of the revenue the power to deprive 
any citizen of his rights to property without 
process of law; which were referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Matthew 
Callaghan, of the city of New York, praying 


compensation for the use of his improvement | 


in envelopes ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


Mr. KELLOGG presented the petition of | 


the Chamber of Commerce of the city of New || 


Orleans,praying aw appropriation of $4,000,000 | 


for the construction of a ship-canal from the 
Mississippi river te the Gulf of Mexico ; which 


was referred to the Committee on Commerce. | 
Mr. FENTON presented the petition of | 
George C. Wooley, praying compensation for | 


services rendered as watchman in the Interior 
Department; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of 


Ann E. Boyle, praying that her name be placed | 


on the naval pension-roll in consideration of 
services jaikenet the United States by her 
late husband, Commodore James J. Boyle, 
United States Navy; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PRATT. 


schools of Washington and Georgetown ; which 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
the bill to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, and that it be printed; and withthe 
permission of the Chair I will make one obser- 
vation. 


| introducing I introduced during the last Con- 


gress, and after careful consideration in the 
Committee on the District of Columbia I was 
authorized to report it. It was on the Calen- 
dar of the last Congress among the unfinished 
business. I hope that the committee will be 
able to report it promptly, and that the Senate 
will be willing to act upon it. Itis practically 
to strike out the word ‘‘ white ’’ in the educa- 


tional system of the District of Columbia, going | 
on the idea that that is the first thing to be | 


done in order to secure education for the 
colored race; and the example of the District 


of Columbia will naturally be followed through- | 


out all the States where there are colored per- 
sons. I hope that when the bill comes before 
the Senate finally, on the report of the com- 
mittee, it may be acted upon promptly. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 

rinted. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
366) to establish a marine registry of shipping 
and to promote the interests of American com- 
merce; which was read twice by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 367) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act 
regulating proceedings in criminal cases, and 
for other purposes,’’ approved March 3, 1865 ; 


| which was read twice by its title, referred to 


I present the petition of |! 


the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 
Mr. PRATT asked, and by unanimous con- 


I move the reference of | 


The bill I now have the honor of | 
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sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S, y, 
| 868) to establish certain post routes in Ing;. 
| ana; which was read twice byits title, referpag 
| to the Committee on Post Offices and Pog 
|| Roads, and ordered to be printed. . 
| Mr. BLAIR asked, and by unanimous cop. 
| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S, N, 
|| 869) for the relief of certain citizens of Gps. 
|| gow, Missouri, and for other purposes: whj-} 
|| was read twice by its title, referred to the Coy. 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 


it 


printed. 
| Mr. CORBETT asked, and by unanimoy; 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (§ 
No. 370) for the relief of William L. Adams: 
which was read twice by its title, referred ty 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to bh, 
printed. 
|| Mr. CORBETT also asked, and by unari. 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce , 
bill (S. No. 371) granting lands to the State 
of Oregon, to aid in the construction of g 
military wagon-road from the navigable water; 
of Tillamook bay to Grand Boule valley, in 
Yamhill county, in said State; which was read 
|} twice by its title, referred to the Committee oy 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CORBETT also asked, and by unazni- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce 
bill (S. No. 872) for the relief of Jeronimus 
H. Underhill, of New York city ; which was 
read twice by its title, and, with the papers in 
'| the case already on the files of the Senate, 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CASSERLY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (§, 
No. 3873) for the relief of J. Ross Browne, 
late minister to China; which was read twice 
by its title. 

Mr. CASSERLY. That is the same bill 
which was reported from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations at a previous session and 
passed by the Senate. I move that it be re: 
ferred to the same committee now. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT asked, and by unanimous 
| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8. 
|| No. 374) making appropriations for certain 

expenditures therein named; which was read 
1 twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous 
| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (5. 
|| No. 875) for the relief of M. Von Eutress Fuers- 
teneck, late second lieutenant of the sixty- 
1 eighth New York volunteers; which was read 

twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
1 Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


| FREDERICK L, DAYTON. 


Mr. HARLAN submitted the following reso- 
| lution; which was considered by unanimous 
|| consent, and agreed to: 
|| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 

















| and heis hereby, requested to send to the Senate tie 
popes in the case of the application of the minor 
eirs of Frederick L. Dayton for pension, No. 179,71. 


DUTIES ON COTTON BAGGING. 


'| Mr. WEST submitted the following resolu: 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con: 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of exempting 
from the payment of customs duties all materials, 
including iron ties, imported into the United States, 
which are used for the purpose of baling and bag- 
ging cotton. 





POPULATION STATISTICS. 


Mr. TRUMBULL submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Com: 
mittee on Printing: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the 
Senate fifty thousand copies of the statistics of pop" 
lation of the ninth census. 


TIMBER ON HOMESTEAD LANDS. 


Mr. WRIGHT submitted the following reso 
lution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


_ Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of provi¢ 
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ing by law that in all settlements hereafter made 
upon the 


Pall be necessary, as & condition to the perfection of 
Sl 


the homestead, that the occupant of prairie lands | 


shall put out and cultivate some certain number of 


res Of imber, J 
to the making of his or her final proof; and report 
u 


py bill or otherwise. 
COMMITTEE SERVICE, 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM. ve 
cancy on the Committee on Privileges and 


vyacanc ; ° 
occasioned by the excusing of the 


Elections, 
Senator from 3 
eed service on that committee, be filled by 
the Vice President. ~ i) 4 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts having been excused from serv- 
ing ; 
Elections, the Senator from Indiana, [ Mr. Mor- 
rox, ] who is next on that committee, becomes, 
under the rules of the Senate, its chairman, 


and the Senator from Connecticut now moves | 


that the Vice President be authorized to fill 
the vacancy in the membership of that com- 
mittee. Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none. That order will be made. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections be author- 
ized to employ a clerk. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORTON. I desire to resign my posi- 
tion upon the Committee on Agriculture. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Indiana being chairman of the Committee on 
Agriculture, desires to resign his position on 
that committee. Is there objection to excus- 
ing him from further service? The Chair hears 
none. By the rule of the Senate, the Senator 
from New Jersey [Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN] now 
becomes chairman of that committee, and 
there remains one vacancy in the membership 
of the committee. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I move that the Vice 
President be authorized to fill that vacancy. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. MORTON. If it is in order, I move 
to proceed to the consideration of the concur- 
rent resolution that I offered yesterday in re- 
gard to the final adjournment, and which was 
then laid on the table under the rule. 

Mr. WILSON and Mr. SUMNER. 
not. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
is not yet taken up. 

Mr. WILSON. I move to take up the joint 
resolution that came from the House of sm 
resentatives in regard to the pay of laborers 
in the Government employ. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion is 
not in order pending a motion to take up 
the resolution indicated by the Senator from 
Indiana. If that motion should be disposed 
of in the negative, the motion of the Senator 
from Massachusetts would be in order. De- 
bate upon the merits of this proposition can- 
not be entertained by the Chair on the motion 
to take it up, and the Chair will state now 
that he intends, if the Senate will sustain him, 
to adhere as strictly as is possible to the rule 
prohibiting debate on the merits of proposi- 
tions proposed to be considered, for if a sin- 
gle sentence is allowed upon the merits on one 
side, inevitably there is complaint if it is not 
allowed to be replied to in extenso on the 
other. Therefore, under the rule, no debate 
upon the question of the adjournment of this 
session of Congress will be in order on the 
motion to take up this resolution, as that would 
be on the merits of the proposition. 

Mr. POMEROY. That is right. 

_ Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope that will be en- 
forced in all cases. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Indiana, to 
proceed to the consideration of the resolution 
in regard to the final adjournment of this ses- 
sion. 


Mr. SUMNER. I ask, is it advisable that 


I hope 


I move that the | 


1} 


1} 


Massachusetts [Mr. SumNeR] | 





public lands under the homestead law it || to me not. 


a condition to determine when the adjourn: | 


of || ment should occur. 
for a time to be fixed thereon, prior || 


we should take time on that now? It seems 


It seems to me that we are not in 


My friend from Indiana 
smiles. Evidently hewishes to gohome. He 
begins thusearly. I hope, Mr. President, that 
we shall not take this up; but, if it is taken up, 
I give notice that I have an amendment to 
move, as follows: 

Provided, That there shall be no adjournment of 


Congress until after the passago of asupplementary 
civil rights law securing equal rights without dis- 


| tinction ef race or color. 


ing upon the Committee on Privileges and || 


[ Laughter. ] 
And on that I shall ask for the yeas and 
nays. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The question is 


| on the motion of the Senator from Indiana, 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration || 











ee 


of the resolution offered by him. 

Mr. SUMNER. I ask for the yeas and 
nays on that question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 


taken, resulted—yeas 49, nays 9; as follows: | 


YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Bayard, Blair, 
Boreman, Brownlow, Buckingham, Caldwell, Cam- 
eron, Carpenter, Casserly, Chandler, Clayton, Conk- 
ling, Cooper, Corbett, Cragin, Davis of West Vir- 
ginia, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Fre- 
linghuysen, Gilbert, Wematlien of Maryland, Ham- 
ilton of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, Hitchcock, Howe, 
Kellogg, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, Morton, Nye, 
Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, Ramsey, 
Saulsbury, Sawyer, Scott, Stewart, Stockton, Thur- 
man, Tipton, Vickers, West, and Wright—49. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alcorn, Ferry of Connecticut, 
Hill, Morrill of Vermont, Rice, Schurz, Sumner, 
Trumbull, and Wilson—9. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Cole, Davis of Kentucky, Fen- 


Robertson, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| resolution. 
see that if we are to stay here until we pass all 
these measures, which I have no doubt he is for 
as well as myself, a proposition to postpone the 
adjournment until we accomplish these various 
objects may keep us here perpetually. 
he does not want to tie up our hands so that we 
cannot get away till we doall these good things 
thatare suggested by different Senators. 
in order to dosomething practical, and which, 
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The Senator from Indiana wil! 


1 know 


Now, 


I think, is important, and which, if it is to be 


done at all, ought to be done speedily, and I 


ton, Johnston, Kelly, Logan, Osborn, Pool, Sher- | 


man, Spencer, 
dom—13. 

So the motion was agreed to; and the Sen- 
ate proceeded to consider the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representa- 


Sprague, Stevenson, and Win- 


| tives concurring,) That each House of Congress | 


shall be adjourned sine die, by the Presiding Officer | 
thereof, on the third Monday of May, 1872, attwelve | 


o’clock meridian. 


Mr. SUMNER. I offer 


by way of proviso: 


Provided, That there shall be no adjournment of 
Congress until after the passage of a supplementary 


| civil rights law securing equality before the law 


without distinction of race or color. 


Mr. SCHURZ. Will it bein order to move 


| an amendment to the amendment? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
Mr. SCHURZ. 
amendment: 


A bill to reduce the tariff and internal taxation 
and a bill to reform the civil service of the Unite 
tates. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
on the amendment to the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be read 


Certainly. 


by the Secretary as soon as it can be reduced || 
Has the Senator from Missouri || 
| 


to writing. 
this amendment in writing? 

Mr. SCHURZ. I have not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to have it 
reduced to writing, as the rules require. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The proposed 
amendment to the amendment will be reported 
by the Secretary, as he has reduced it to writ- 
ing. 

The Curer Cuerk. 
ment to the amendment is to add: 

Also laws that shall provide for a reduction of the 


tariff and internal taxation, and a reform in the 
civil service of the United States. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I donot 
know that I am in favor of all the propositions 
which are suggested. I am certainly in favor 
of an early adjournment; and I am in favor of 
giving equal rights to allour people; and I am 
very much in favor of a reform in the civil 
service; and I am for reducing taxes; but 
it is manifest that we cannot dispose of all 
those questions this morning, and I think it 
will be a mere waste of time to discuss this 


The question is 


The eoepgeee amend: | 


the following | 
amendment, to be added to the resolution | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 


Then I move to add to this | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


\| 





should hope might be done unanimously, (for 
the effect of the act, if it is to be done at all, 


will be much better if it be done by a general 


consent of all parties, ) I propose to take up the 


bill for the removal of political disabilities, re- 
ported by the Senator from South Carolina, 
{Mr. Roserrson.] I move to postpone the 
present and all prior orders with a view of 
taking up the bill for the removal of political 
disabilities. On reflection, however, lest there 
should be debate, and as I desire to get a 
vote on that question, I will make my motion 
in another form. Il give notice that before | 
sit down | will move to lay on the table the 
pending propositions, with a view of ask- 
ing the Senate to take up the bill for the re- 
moval of political disabilities. I[ now make 
the motion that the pending propositions be 
laid on the table. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Illinois moves that the pending resolu- 


| tion, with the amendment and the amendment 


to the amendment, be laid on the table for the 

purpose indicated by him in his remarks. 
The question being put, a division was called 

for, and the ayes were 22 and the noes 31. 


Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. I think we 


| had better have the yeas and nays on this 


proposition, and I ask for the yeas and nays. 

ihe yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 22, nays 31; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Cooper, Davis of 
West Virginia, Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, Ham 
ilton of Maryland, Hill, Johuston, Lewis, Morrill 
of Vermont, Rice, Robertson, Saulsbury, Sawyer, 
Schurz, Stockton, Sumner, Thurman, Tipton, Vick- 
ers, and Wilson—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony,Boreman, Brown- 
low, Buckingham, Caldwell, Carpenter, Chandler, 


| Clayton, Conkling, Corbett, Edmunds, Ferry of 


Michigan, Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, Gilbert, Ham- 


| ilton ot Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, Hitchcock, Kellogg, 


Morrill of Maine, Morton, Nye, Patterson, Pomeroy, 
Pratt, Ramsey, Scott, Stewart, and Wright—3lL. 

ABSEN T—Mesars. Blair, Cameron, Casserly, Cole, 
Cragin, Davis of Kentucky, Howe, Kelly, Logan, 
Osborn, Pool, Sherman, Spencer, Sprague, Steven- 
son, Trumbull, West, and Windom—18. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the amendment to the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. WILSON. I move to postpone the con- 
sideration of this and all prior orders, with the 
view of taking up the joint resolution from the 
House of Representatives in relation to the 
pay of laborers and workmen in the public 
service; and I hope—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The merits of 
the proposition cannot be debated on the 
motion to take it up. 

Mr. WILSON. I understand that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Massachusetts moves to postpone the 
further consideration of the pending proposi- 
tion, for the purpose of considering the bill 
from the House of Resresentatives in regard 
to the pay of laborers under the eight-hour law. 

Mr. SUMNER. I should like to say one 
word on that. Those laborers are men of 
Massachusetts—— 

Mr. WILSON. Some of them. 

Mr. SUMNER. My colleague says ‘‘ some 
of them.’’ The petitioners and those who 


be 


| represent the interest are men of Magsachiu- 


setts, and they have been treated differently 

from laborers in other parts of the country 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must 

remind the Senator 
Mr. SUMNER. 





Oh, I am not going to 


\| debate the merits. 








70 


] | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair | and that the unfinished business of yesterday | 
must insist that he thinks this is debate on | 


the merits, in his construction of the word || 


‘* merits.’’ 


portions of the country, that is certainly a 
question going directly to the merits of the 
roposition. 

Mr. SUMNER. I submit, of course, with 
infinite deference to the Chair, and I do not 
doubt that the Chair is right 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
he is. 

Mr. SUMNER. But I have not finished 
my sentence, the Chair will notice. The ques- 
tion is of urgency, and all I intended to say 





The Chair thinks 


was to that single point of urgency, that here || 


are laborers in Massachusetts who have been 
treated differently from laborers elsewhere, 
and they come here now asking a remedy. A 
bill has passed the House of Representatives 
supplying the remedy, and I think that the 
Senate will do well to act on it at once. I 


merely speak to the point of urgency; I say | 


nothing of the merits of the case; but I say 


that there are special reasons why this should | 


be proceeded with now. 

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
now see that if this debate on his part is in 
order, it is right for every other one of the 
more than seventy Senators in this body to 
undertake to prove that these laborers have 
not been treated differently from other labor- 
ers, which covers the whole merits of the 
question; and its discussion would probably 
consume several days. The Chair, therefore, 
thinks he is right in his construction. The 
morning hour, however, has expired, and the 
Senate resumes the consideration of the unfin- 


ished business pending at the adjournment | 


yesterday. 

Mr. CAMERON. I move that the Senate 
pom to the consideration of executive 
us ness, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hav- 
ing called up the unfinished business of yes- 


terday, upon which the Senator from Vermont | 


|Mr. Epmunps] is entitled to the floor, the 
Senator from Pennsylvania moves that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of execu- 
tive business. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
motion ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Because the Sen- 
ator from Vermont did not claim the floor. 
The Chair could not put him on the floor 
except by his own claim. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I give notice that 
I shall claim it at the first opportunity. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair can- 
not give the floor to a Senator who does not 
in some way claim it, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. As itis a matter of no 
consequence at this moment, I am willing to 
accommodate my friend from Pennsylvania ; 
but I wish to suggest to the Chair that accord- 
ing to my little experience in this body, the 
custom is to award the floor to a Senator who 
is taken from it upon a motion to go into exec- 
utive session in the course of a speech, and 
that nobody can take from him the right tothe 
floor by happening to jump before he rises 
wheu the measure on which he had the floor 
in the course of the speech in which he was 
interrupted is called up, if the Senator entitled 
to the eee is on hand within a reasonable time 
to claim it. I do not make the point now, 
however, because it is perfectly agreeable to 
me that the Senate should proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
answer the point which the Senator from Ver- 
mont has stated partially. The Senator from 
Vermont being out of his seat when the morn- 
ing hour expired, is to the eye of the Chair the 
same as if he were out of the Chamber. The 
Senator from Penusylvania rose at the very 
instant the words fell from the lips of the Chair 

declaring that the morning hour had expired 


How can he make the 


If laborers in Massachusetts have | 
been treated differently from laborers in other | 


| 
} 
| 
} 








was before the Senate, and the Senator from 
Vermont not then claiming the floor, the Chair 


recognized the Senator from Pennsylvania; | 


but he first looked to see if the Senator from 
Vermont was in his seat, for the purpose of 
awarding him the floor if he should claim it. 

The question is on the motion of the Sena- 


| tor from Pennsylvania, that the Senate proceed 


to the consideration of executive business. 
The motion was agreed to; and after twenty- 
eight minutes spent in executive session the 
doors were reopened ; and (at one o’clock and 
thirty minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turespay, December 12, 1871. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burter, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 


AMENDMENT TO TIIE RULES. 


Mr. COX, by unanimous consent, submitted 
the following resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Rules: 


Resolved, That the following be added to the rules 
of the House: 

Ru_te—. Whenever theseatsshall have been drawn, 
no proposition shall be in order for a second draw- 
ing during the same Congress: Provided, That this 
rule shall not apply to the Forty-Second Congress. 


Mr. COX moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was referred; and also 


| moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 


on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


HARBOR OF BALTIMORE. 


Mr. ARCHER, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed 
to communicate to this House all information in his 
Department relating tothe commercial necessity for 
increasing the channels leading to the harbor of 
Baltimore. 


MEMBER SWORN IN. 


Mr. HOAR. Irise to make a report from 
the Committee of Elections. The committee 
are unanimous in the opinion that the docu- 
ments referred to them in the case of William 
S. Herndon, from the first district of Texas, 
entitle him to a seat in this House from that 
district. I suppose it is not necessary that the 
report should be read. I merely ask that Mr. 
Herndon be sworn in. 

The resolution reported by the Committee 
of Elections was agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That William 8.Herndon, upon the docu- 
ments referred to the committee, has a prima facie 
right to the seat for the first congressional district 
of Texas, without prejudice to the right of any other 
person claiming to have been duly elected thereto 
to contest his right to said seat upon the merits. 

Mr. Witiiam 8S. Hernvon, Representative- 
elect from the first district of Texas, then 
appeared and qualified by taking the oath of 
office comaahel by the actof July 11, 1868. 
REPORT OF COMPTROLLER OF THE CURRENCY. 


Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on 
Printing, reported the following resolution, 
upon which he demanded the previous ques- 
tion: 

Resolved, (the Senate conecurring,) That there be 
printed for the use of the Comptroller of the Cur- 
rency two thousand extra copies of his recent report. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. BEATTY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and 
alsc moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


EXPENDITURES IN THE DEPARTMENTS. 
Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution : 


_ Resolved, That the Committees on the Expend- 
itures in the State Department, the Post Office 
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fied and discharged by said Departments, 


| United States from publie defaulters or others 
Prayer || 
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——— 


Nay 


ACh be 
to this 


Department, the War Department, the 
Department, and the Interior Department, ¢ 
respectively directed to examine and report 
House by bill or otherwisc— 

First. Whether the expenditures in th 
partments are justified by law. 

Secondly. Whether claims, from time to time Satis 

are sy 

ported by sufficient vouchers establishing their saat 
ness both in character and amount: whether 
claims have been discharged out of funds approp. ' 
ated therefor, and whether all moneys haye be : 
disbursed in conformity with appropriati: ™ 


© said Dp. 


»n laws, — 


Thirdly. Whether any and what provisions ,, 
necessary to be adopted to provide more perfec), 
for the proper application of the public moneys, a), 

Y8, and 


to secure the Government from demands unjust ;, 
their character and extravagantin amount. 

Fourthly. Whether any and what retrenchmep, 
can bemade in the expenditures of said Departiney,, 
without detriment to the publie service; whet),, 
any and what abuses exist in the failure to enforce 
the payment of moneys which may be due to th, 
what provisions are necessary to add to the Stine 
of the Departments and the accountability of the; 
officers. * 

Fifthly. Whether any offices belonging to said De. 


partments have become useless or unnecessary, ap) § 


whether it is expedient to modify or abolish ¢), 
same; also, to examine into the pay and emoly. 
ments of said offices, and report such reduction y 
increase as a just economy and the public SCrVice 


| may require. 


Mr. WOOD. I desire to ask the gentlemay 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] whether |; 
has comprehended all the various Executiy, 
Depariments in his resolution? 

Mr. DAWES. It is very similar to a rego. 
lution which passed the House yesterday jy 
reference to the Treasury Department. 

Mr. COX. Does it comprehend an inves. 
gation into the syndicate? 

Mr. DAWES. Into what? 

Mr. COX. Into the payment of interest an( 
the refunding of the public debt. 

Mr. DAWES. That relates to the Treasury 
Department. Iam sorry my friend sleeps 
uneasy upon his own reference. 

Mr. COX. I sleep uneasy because I hay 
no faith that the Committee of Waysand Means 
will ever report that resolution back. 

Mr. DAWES. I am sorry the gentleman 
sent his resolution to a committee that he has 
no confidence in. 

Mr. COX. It was sent to the Committee of 
Ways and Meaus because it was objected to 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Dawes] and his colleague, [Mr. Banks ;] ani 
it went to the Committee of Ways and Means 
pro forma. 

Mr. DAWES. If myimpatient friend from 
New York [Mr. Cox] will only hold himsell, 
he will be satisfied in due time that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury has conformed to the law 
in every particular. The gentleman seems to 
be impatient for an execution; let him look to 
to those of his own household. 

Mr. RANDALL. I would like to get at the 
names of the defaulters, and then the amounts 
they owe to the Government. 

Mr. DAWES. The best way to do that is 
by the investigation which is provided for by 
this resolution. 

Mr. RANDALL. Does this resolution in- 
volve any such instructions to the committees! 

Mr. DAWES. I do not think the investiga 
tion can be made without getting at the names. 

Mr. RANDALL. Is this an instruction for 
them to report the names? 

Mr. DAWES. It is an instruction to these 
committees to do all they possibly can in the 
way of investigation. If any one knows how 
to oa ga and keep the names out of 
sight—— 

i: RANDALL. Ido not care about the 
names alone; I mean the whole subject. 

Mr. DAWES. The whole subject is cow: 
mitted to these committees, and they are espe 
cially instructed to make this investigation. 

Mr. RANDALL. I want to add to the res 
olution a clause requiring the committees t0 
report to this House. 

Mr. DAWES. That is in the resolution 
already. 


Mr. COX. I would like to ask the gentle: 


man from Massachusetts [ Mr. Dawes ] whether, 
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under the instructions of this resolution, he 
intends to inelude the investigation of which I 
have been so impatient ? 

Mr. DAWES. 1: : l te 
the Committee on Expenditures in the Treas- 
ury Department were instructed to make that 
‘nvestigation. For that reason the Treasury 
Department is not included in my resolution. 
All the committees upon expenditures in the 
other Departments are included in this De- 

ent. 
Per. COX. I would like to ask my friend 
whether his Committee of Ways and Means 
will report back my resolution to the House 
for action? 

Mr. DAWES. Iwill say to the gentleman 
that the transactions of the Committee of 
Ways and Means [am not at liberty to detail 
to the House, except in the form of reports 
from that committee. I will assure the gen- 
tleman, however, that if he will but possess 
his soul in patience he will be entirely satisfied 
by the report from that committee on the sub- 
ject of the syndicate. 

“Mr. COX. Well, I will endeavor to be 
patient. : 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CODIFICATION OF POSTAL LAWS. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


lar order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of 
business being demanded, the morning hour 
commences at twelve o’clock and fifty min- 
utes p. m., and the House resumes the con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1) to revise, 
consolidate, and amend the statutes relating 
to the Post Office Department, reported on 
Tuesday last from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, the pending question 
being upon ordering the bill to be engrossed 
and read a third time. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the read- 
ing of the bill. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, this 
bill is, in substance, merely a codification of 
the postal laws. There are a few amendments 
of existing laws, making them harmonious and 
intelligible, repealing enactments which have 
become obsolete, reconciling conflicting stat- 
utes, and the like. ‘This bill has already been 
passed by the House several times. There are 
still several sections the phraseology of which 
ought to be amended; but I prefer to send the 
bill in its present form to the Senate, where 
the committee of that body may make any 
necessary corrections, rather than to enter 
upon amendments now in this House. 
think any material amendments are required. 

We shall, of course, supplement this bill 
with such bilis as may be necessary to amend 
the postal laws in any particulars not embraced 
in this bill, acting upon and reporting for or 
against every bill that may be sent to the Post 
Office Committee by any member of the House, 
and considering every petition that may be re- 
ferred tous. But 1 would feel obliged to mem- 
bers of the House if they would allow this bill 
now to be passed in its present shape and sent 
to the Senate, that it may be acted upon there 
early, so that the Department may have the 
benefit of it as soon as possible. Uniess some 
gentleman has some suggestion to submit, I 
will ask the previous question. 

Mr. MAYNARD. There is one subject to 
which I would call the gentleman’s attention, 
and which it seems to me might as well be 
passed upon at this time as at any other. In 
the fourth section of the bill, fixing salaries, 


I call for the regu- 


the salaries of the Assistant Postmasters Gen- | 


eral are placed at $3,500, in accordance with 
the present law. I need not say to the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads that these officers perform very 


I do not, because yesterday | 








| 


———.. 


I do not | 


| of this bill whether the salaries of the Assist- 


| give the proposition the sanction of his com- 
| mittee, who may not have considered it, he 
| may not give it the sanction of his personal 
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important service. They are not merely as- 
sistants of the Postmaster General, they are 


heads of separate and distinct branches of the | 


service. The First Assistant Postmaster Gen- 
eral has charge of all the personnel of the Post 
Office Department throughout the country. 
The Second Assistant has charge of all the 
contracts for carrying the mails; and his duties 
are of a very high administrative character. 
Yet we pay these officers under the present 


law, and it is proposed to pay them by this | 
bill, less than we pay third-class postmasters | 
For this | 


in many of the offices of the country. 
service we ought to have talents of an order 


second only to those required in the officer at 


the head of the Department. In the Treasury 
Department we pay the First Comptroller 
$5,000, and the Comptroller of the Currency 
receives the same amount. Now, I submit to 


| the chairman of the committee who has charge 


71 


| 


before. I do not understand this bill makes 
any change in regard to the transmission of 
bullion packages of four pounds each. 

Mr. POTTER. Iam to understand, then, 
that this transmission of samples is in addition 
] to the present law? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
standing. 

Mr. McCRARY. It is evident there is no 
disposition on the part of the House to enter 
on any general amendment of this bill. I 
hope there will be no amendment in any mate- 
rial particular ; in such a codification there 
should not be; but there is one slight amend- 
ment which I think ought to be made, and 
which will, I think, commend itself to the 
House, and meet with the approval of the 
chairman of the committee. The purpose of 
it is, Mr. Speaker, to do justice to a class of 
small money-order offices in the matter of 
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That is my under- 
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| There are in the Treasury Department as well 













































ant Postmasters General ought not to be raised 
to at least the same amount; whether he will 
not consent that such a proposition may be 
submitted and the sense of the House taken 
upon the question; and whether, if he cannot 


influence? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, it may 
be, and very likely it is true that the salaries 
of the officers referred to should be increased ; 
but I do not think it best to enter upon that 
subject in this bill. That question has not 
been considered by the committee, nor is it 
desired by the Department that we shall make 
such amendments in this bill. When we enter 
upon the subject of regulating or increasing 
the salaries of Department or bureau chiets 
we shall have to go through every Department. 


as in the Interior Department heads of sev- 
eral bureaus whose salaries ought perhaps to 
be increased. I would rather not entertain an 
amendment upon that subject to this bill, for 
in doing so we would immediately enter upon 
a boundless sea of discussion. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Can the gentleman give 
any intimation whether the subject is likely to 
receive the attention of his committee? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. As a committee 
upon the civil service has now been provided 
for by the rules, I would prefer that the mat- 
ter should be sent to that committee. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Ido not think that the 
Committee on the Civil Service has anything 
to do with salaries. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Oh, undoubtedly it 
has. However, any bill referred to the. Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads on 
that subject will receive due attention and 
report. 

Mr. PETERS. Why not abolish the frank- 
ing privilege just about this time? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I ask the previous 
question on the bill. 

Mr. POTTER. I desire to address an in- | 
quiry to the chairman of the committee before 
the previous question is asked om this bill. 
Under the existing postal laws, which I under- 
stand to be semaalak or modified by this bill, 
it is permissible to transmit bullion through 
the mails in packages of four pounds, or about 
one thousand dollars. I am informed that it 
is apprebended the effect of this codification 
will be to repeal that privilege. Such repeal 
would be certainly in the interest of the ex- 
press companies, but not in the interest of the 
people or of business. I have looked at the | 
bill, and have not been able to satisfy myself | 
whether that would be its effect. Therefore I 
address an inquiry in that regard to the chair- 
man. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I understand this 
bill makes no change in that regard at all. It 
provides for the transmission of specimens of 
ores, and things of that kind, at different post- 
ages than what they have been obliged to pay 


compensation. 
situated at places where there is no safe place 
of deposit for money-order funds, and in such 
offices the order of the Postmaster General 
requires the postmaster shall deposit his funds 
when 
The consequence is that these postmasters 
get nothing for the collection of these funds 
and for their transmission to the neighboring 
offices, their pay being limited to the orders 
which are paid by them. 
are very few. 
are required to transmit it to neighboring 
offices for deposit. 
account of every money order, its description, 
number, and all that, and are put to much 
more trouble than if they were allowed to re- 
tain the funds and pay them. 
add a proviso to section one hundred and 
twenty-four. Section one hundred and twenty 
four is as follows: 


yield to have that amendment offered. 
that the gentleman from lowa[ Mr. McCrary ] 
is correct in the view he takes, and that that 
amendment should be made to the laws ; 





These are such offices as are 


collected at some other post office. 


These small offices 
When they receive money they 


They have to keep an 


I propose to 


Sec. 124. That postmasters at money-order offices 


may be allowed, as compensation for issuing and 
paying money-orders, not exceeding one third of 
the whole amount of fees collected on orders issued, 
and one fourth of one per cent. on the gross amount 
of orders paid at their respective offices: 
Such compensation, together with the postmaster’s 
salary, shall not exceed $4,000 per annum. 


Provided, 


My amendment is to add the following: 
And provided further, That the postmaster at any 


money-order office, who may be required to deposit 
with another postmaster any money-order funds by 
him collected, shall receive upon sums so deposited 
the same commissions as upon sums paid out upon 
money orders. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


| would rather not 
l think 


but 
I would rather let the bill now before the House 
go as it stands, and we can take up that matter 
when we make some other amendments in re- 


gard to the portion of the law having reference 


to money orders. 

Mr. McCRARY. [still think the gentleman 
should yield to have the amendment offered. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Lam not certain what 
the effect of the amendment might be on large 
offices. Perhaps sometimes the office at Phila- 
delphia might find it necessary to deposit some 
of its money-order funds in the oflice at New 
York. 

Mr. McCRARY. I think not. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have not had an 
opportunity of considering the effect of it, nor 
have the committee. Therefore, I decline to 
admit it, and demand the previous question on 
the engrossment and third reading of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
man question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 








ARMY OFFICERS. 


Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back the bill (H. R. No. 
229) relating to certain officers of the Army, 
with the recommendation that the committee 
be discharged from its further consideration ; 


and the same was referred to the Committee | 


on Military Affairs. 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS IN LOUISIANA. 


Mr. BINGHAM, from the same committee, 

ported back, with the recommendation that 
t do pass, the bill (H. R. No. 351) to prescribe 
the time for holding the election for choosing 
electors for President and Vice President in 
the State of Louisiana for the year 1872. 

The bill was read. It proposes that the 
electors for President and Vice President shall 
be chosen by the State of Louisiang on the first 


Monday of November, in the year 1872, pro- | 


vided that said State may by law provide for 
the filling of any vacancy or vacancies which 
may occur in its college of electors, when such 
college meets to give its electoral vote. 

The question was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to say, in ex- 


planation of this bill, that there exists now a | 
general law requiring the choice of electors to 


be made upon the same day throughout the 
United States. By reason of the condition of 
things in Louisiana, it will be impossible that 
the choice should be made there on the day 
prescribed by existing law without the expense 
of an additional election. I propose that we 
shall change the act of 1845 for the benefit of 
Louisiana alone, as to the day of choosing 
electors inthat State. Idesireto say further— 
what doubtless is within the knowledge of the 


House—that this form of legislation, permit: |! ( 
| had had an opportunity to make an examina- 
|| tion of the subject. 


ting the States to appoint electors on different 
days, is found in the legislation of the First 
Congress, in the act of 1792. 
tion in the Constitution to the legislation pro- 
posed, and I see a necessity for it in the state 
of things which now exists in Louisiana under 
its constitution and laws. I now yield to the 
gentleman from Louisiana[ Mr. SHe.von ] who 
introduced the bill. 

Mr. SHELDON. The constitution of the 
State of Louisiana requires that the State elec- 
tion shall be held on the first Monday of 
November. By the terms of that constitution 
it cannot be amended, except by an amend- 
ment voted upon at the general election. That 





[ see no objec: || 


general election cannot take place until one | 


day before the next presidential election ; con- 
sequently we cannot amend our constitution ; 
and we only ask this in order to save the 
people of Louisiana trouble and expense in 
holding the two days’ election, when the whole 
matter may be done in one day. 

Mr. KERR. I desire to know how in pre: 
vious years this election has been held in the 
State of Louisiana? 

Mr. SHELDON. 
in November, 1868. 


We had no State election 
Our constitution was 


adopted in April, 1868, and it provides that | 
our next general election should be held in | 


November, 1870, and every two years there- 
after. 
Mr. KERR. Was there not an 
ident and Vice President? 
Mr. SHELDON. Yes, sir; but we had no 
State election except for members of Congress, 


and, by an express law of the Legislature, 


that election was held on the day that we chose | 


electors. Now the law is different, and we 
cannot amend it before the next general elec- 
tion, which comes the day previous to the presi- 
dential election. 

Mr. KERR. I do not see, then, but that 
the same authority exists now to hold this kind 
cf election in the State of Louisiana that ex- 


election | 
held in 1868 in that State for electors for Pres- | 


doubt very much the propriety, in a constitu- 
tional point of view, of its enactment at all. 
Mr. BINGHAM. 


if the gentleman will point to anything in the 


| Constitution which raises a colorable consti- | 


| tutional objection to this bill. 
_ were careful to inquire into this matter, and I 
| refer the gentleman now for a precedent, so 
| far as the constitutional question is concerned, 
to the act of 1792. It furnishes a complete 
| precedent for the proposed legislation. 

| 


Mr. KERR. I confess I have not had time 


| to look at the Constitution. The way in which | 


| this measure is sprung upon the House affords 
| no gentleman upon this floor any opportunity 
| to satisfy his own judgment as to the propriety 
| of its enactment. 
| I do not question the propriety of the inten- 
tion of the committee, nor the fact that they 
have satisfied their own minds as to the pro- 
| priety of the enactment of this bill, but I 
| have only suggested that they have not satis- 
fied my mind, and that I have had no oppor- 


| tunity to look at the bill or examine the qaes- | 


| tion. I think the measure is one involvinga 
sufficiently important question to entitle the 
House at least to an opportunity for a little 
more careful consideration of the subject. 
Mr. BINGHAM. 
of the propriety of this legislation in the first 
| place, and its constitutionality in the next 
| place, but I beg leave now, in order that gen- 
tlemen may satisfy their doubts on this subject, 
to ask that the bill be made a special order 
for the third Wednesday in January after the 
morning hour. I have great respect for the 
gentleman’s convictions on this subject, and 
if | had doubts, such as he expresses himself, 
I would not wish to vote upon the bill until I 





I am fully persuaded my- 
self that without such legislation as this there 
| can be no choice for electors of President and 
| Vice President of the United States in the 
| State of Louisiana without a special election. 

It is in the power of the Congress of the United 


|| States to provide for the choice of electors at 


the general State election; it is not in the 
| power of the people of the State to correct 
| their law for a general election in time to meet 
| the case by reason of the limitation in their 
State constitution upon their own legislative 
powers. 

I now ask consent of the House that the bill 
be made the special order for the first Wednes- 
day in January next, after the morning hour. 

Mr. SNAPP. I rise to a point of order. I 


| yonder. [Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. That is not a point of 
order. It is not the duty of the Chair to in- 
| form members what is going on. 


'| should ascertain that for themselves. 


| The bill was then made the special order 
for the third Wednesday of January next, 
after the morning hour. 

LANDS SOLD FOR TAXES, 


Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on the 





| Judiciary, reported back, with the recommend- 


} 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


i 


ation that it do pass, the bill (H. R.. No. 106) 
for the relief of purchasers of lands sold for 
direct taxes in the insurrectionary States. 
The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 
The bill was read. The first section pro- 


vides that no owner, his heirs or assigns, of | 


| any land sold for taxes under the provisions 
| of the act entitled ‘‘ An act for the collection 
| of direct taxes in the insurrectionary districts 
| within the United States, and for other pur- 
| poses,’’ approved June 7, 1862, and of the 
| acts amendatory thereof, shall be permitted 
| to recover the same in any action or proceed- 


isted in 1868, and I see no occasion for the | ing against the purchaser at such sale, his 


enactment of this bill. 
thing, and I believe that a measure of this 
kind is a novelty in the history of the coui- 


| 


it is an anomalous | heirs or assigus, without showing, in addition 


| to other necessary facts, that all taxes, costs, 
| and penalties due upon the said land at the 


try, and ought not to be hastily enacted. I | 


| am entirely confident | 


would like to know what is going on over | 


Members | 
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The committee | 
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| time of the sale have been paid by him 9, 
them, or bringing into court and depositing 
with the clerk, for the use of the United 


I will be greatly obliged States, the amount, with interest, of the taxo, 


and penalties due to the United States o» 

account of the land when sold, together with qj 
| the costs and expenses of the saie, which sum, 
in case of the recovery of the land by such 
owner, his heirs or assigns, shall be paid by the 
clerk into the Treasury of the United States. 
The second section provides that in all cages 
where the owner of any land sold for taxes, 
his heirs or assigns, shall recover the same 
from the purchaser, his heirs or assigns, with. 
out collusion on his or their part, by the judg. 
ment of any court of competent jurisdiction, 
by reason of a failure, without his or their 
fault or neg-ect, of the title of the purchaser 
derived from said sale, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, on the payment into the ‘l'reasury 
by the clerk of the money deposited with him, 
and on being satisfied that any purchaser, his 
heirs or assigns, without his or their collusion, 
has been evicted from or turned out of posses. 
sion of any such land by the judgment of any 
court of competent jurisdiction, in the manner 


|| before mentioned, is hereby authorized, out 
| of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 


| appropriated, to repay to the person or per- 
sous entitled thereto a sum of money equal to 
that originally paid by the purchaser of the 
land so recovered, if the same has been paid 
into the Treasury. 

Mr. PETERS. I movethe previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. PETERS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
| table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


CLAIM OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 


On motion of Mr. ELDRIDGE, the Conm- 
| mittee on the Judiciary was discharged from 
jethe further consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 

419) authorizing the payment of interest due 
to the State of South Carolina; and the same 


was referred to the Committee of Claims. 
CHILDREN OF N. H. ADAMS AND J. RUDENSTEIN. 


Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Na- 
| val Affairs, reported back, with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass, the bill (H. R. No. 
457) to place on the naval pension-roll the 
names of the widows and minor children of 
Newton H. Adams and John Rudenstein. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
names of Mrs. Eunice Adams, widow of New- 
ton H. Adams, late a surgeon in the United 
| States Navy, and his minor children, and Mrs. 
| Frances I. Rudenstein, widow of John Ruden- 
| stein, late a surgeon in the United States Navy, 
and his minor children, shall be placed upon 
the naval pension-roll, subject to the rules gov- 
erning naval pensions. 


| Mr. MOORE. Has this bill been before 





|| the Committee on Pensions? 


The SPEAKER. It is reported from the 
| Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. ARCHER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 





MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate was communi- 
cated to the House by Mr. Gora, its Sec- 
retary, notifying the House that the Senate 
had concurred in the resolution providing for 
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’ sideration in the House. 


1871. 








| 
a recess of Congress from Thursday, the 21st | 
‘astant, to Monday, the 8th day of January | 
xt, at twelve o’clock noon. 

The message further announced that the | 
Senate had passed resolutions, in which the 
concurrence of the House was requested, pro- 
viding that there be printed for the use of the 
Comptroller of the Currency two thousand | 
copies of his last annual report, and that there | 
be printed for the use of the Commissioner of 
internal Revenue two thousand additional 
copies of his report, to be bound, and five hun- | 
jred additional copies with paper covers. 


pXPENSES OF GENEVA, ETC., COMMISSION. 


Mr. BANKS, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported back House bill No. | 
487, making appropriations for expenses that | 
may be incurred under articles one to nine, 
inclusive, of the treaty between the United | 
States and Great Britain, concluded at Wash- 
ington May 8, 1871, with a recommendation | 
that the same be passed without amendment. | 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill was read at length. The first sec- | 
tion provides that the sum of $250,000 shall | 
be appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to enable 
the President to fulfill the stipulations con- 
tained in the first, second, third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth articles of the | 
treaty between the United States and Great | 
Britain, signed on the 8th day of May, 1871, 
in relation to the tribunal of arbitration at 
Geneva. The second section provides that | 
the sum hereby appropriated, or so much | 
thereof as may be necessary, shall be ex- | 
pended under the direction of the Secretary | 
of State, with the approval of the President 
of the United States. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I make the 
point of order that this bill must go to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. BANKS. I desire to make an explana- 
tion of this bill. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will waive my 
point of order for the present, reserving it, | 
however, for the proper time. 

Mr. BANKS. This bill must, by a single | 
objection, be first considered in the Committee 
of the Whole; but it is not required by any 
rule of this House to be referred to the Com- | 
mitteeon Appropriations. It has been referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and that 
committee is fully competent to consider and | 
report it to the House. As it is an appropri- | 
ation bill, it is necessary that it shall receive | 
its first consideration in the Committee of the | 
Whole, should any member object to its con- 


ne 





_I desire to say that the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs have unanimously agreed to report 
this bill to the House and recommend that it 
be passed, only one member of the committee 
being absent from the committee when that 
resolution was taken. But we do not wish it 
to be understood that we press immediate | 
action upon this bill, if there be any objection | 
to it, with a view of preventing the most full 
discussion upon the subject of the treaty. But 
the appropriation being absolutely necessary 
at once, as the Geneva commission must enter | 
upon its duties upon Saturday of this week, it 
has been supposed by the members of the Com- | 
mittee on Foreign Affairs that the House would 
be willing to waive discussion upon this ques- | 
tion if the other provisions of the treaty could | 
be taken up mt fully discussed some time | 
hereafter. According to the terms of the 
treaty, the case on the part of the Government 
of the United States is to be presented on Sat- 
urday of this week; andin four months there- | 
alter the presentation of the counter case on | 
the part of the Government of the United | 
States, that is, the argument against the case 
peesonted by England, must also be filed. | 

he commission is waiting to enter upon its | 
utes, and an appropriation of money is neces- 














sary for that purpose. Inasmuch as the siete 
mission has been appointed, and cannot enter 
upon its duties without further action by Con- | 
gress, it was supposed by the Committee on | 
Foreign Affairs that the House would be will- | 
ing at the proper time to make this appropria- | 
tion in order that the commission might go to || 
work according to the terms of the treaty, re- | 
serving to themselves full opportunity to enter | 
into a discussion of the other provisions of the 
treaty. I have said to my colleague who rep- | 
resents the Essex district of the State of Mas- | 
sachusetts, [Mr. Burier,] and who is inter- | 
ested in some of the questions presented by the 
treaty, that we did not intend to prevent the | 
fullest discussion upon the merits of the treaty | 
at large. And inasmuch as he is interested | 
chiefly in the subject of the fisheries, he has | 
signified to me his willingness to consent to 

| 

| 


the appropriations that are necessary, if he 
may have it understood that there shall here- 
after be a discussion upon the subject of the | 
fisheries. 

But what I have to propose is, that if the | 
House will agree that this question may be | 
called up on Tuesday next, to be considered || 
in Committee of the Whole, I will consent to | 
postpone it until that time; or, if there shall || 
be objection, we may call it up on Monday 
under a suspension of the rules. In accord- | 
ance, however, with a suggestion of my col- 
league on the committee, [| Mr. AMBLER, | inas- 
much as the bill is the unanimous report of 
the committee, I will ask the consent of the 
House that it may be considered now, making 
at the same time the declaration that, upon the 


other subjects embraced in the treaty, there || 


will be after the holiday recess a full oppor- | 
tunity given to members of the House for the | 
freest discussion of the provisions of the treaty. 
The principal feature of the treaty is in regard 
to the fisheries; and although the bill on that 
subject is in print, it will not be reported by 
the committee until after the reassembling of 
Congress on the 8th of January; and we shall | 

{ 

| 


then make no objection to devoting to the | 
discussion of that question as much time as | 
the House may choose to allow. If there be 

no objection, I will ask that the bill may be | 
acted upon at this time. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to 
make the point of order that this bili ought to 
go to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The SPEAKER. Under what rule? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


that it contains an appropriation, and under 


For the reason || 





appropriations are to go to that committee for 
their action. 

The SPEAKER. There is no rule of the 
House requiring that because a bill appro: | 
priates money it must go to the Committee on | 

| 


| 
| 
the general understanding of the House that | 
| 


Appropriations. The rule defining the duties 
of that committee requires that it shall report | 
the regular appropriation bills which are pro- 
vided for by law; and it, of course, requires 
that the committee shall report upon every | 
proposition referred to it. But the rule does | 
not require that a bill reported from another | 
committee shall, merely because it contains | 
an appropriation of money, go to the Com- | 
mittee on Appropriations. It does require | 
that every such bill, if there be a single objec- | 
tion to its consideration in the House, shall | 
go to the Committee of the Whole on the state | 
| 


of the Union. But there is nothing in the | 
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ently referred. The intention of the House 
always is to refer such appropriation bills to 
the proper committee, so that we may have 
uniform action. 

Mr. BANKS. The bill has been referred 
to the proper committee. It cannot be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations 
under the general rule, because the rule defin- 
ing the duties of the Committee on Appropri- 
ations expressly prohibits that committee from 
considering an appropriation under a treaty, 
except under certain conditions. Such an ap- 
propriation cannot be considered by the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations under the general 
authority conferred upon that committee. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. This is not one of 
the annual appropriation bills which the rale 
contemplates shall be reported by the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations. 

Mr. BANKS. Invariably, according to the 
custom of the House, where an appropriation 


| is called for by a treaty, and the treaty has 


been referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, that committee has been regarded as 
having jurisdiction of the subject of the appro- 
priation. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


make a single suggestion. 


I desire to 
I do not profess to 


|| be very familiar with the practice of the House 
| in this direction; but I do desire to suggest 


that if the Committee on Appropriations are 
to have any general intelligent supervision of 


| the appropriations of the Government we must 


not permit each committee of the House—the 
Committee on Military Affairs, on Naval Af- 
fairs, on Foreign Affairs, on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, or any other committee—to 
bring in their bills making appropriations for 


| these respective departments of the Govern- 


ment without the knowledge or consent of the 
Committee on Appropriations. 
TheSPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Ohio 
has misunderstood the Chair. The regular 
appropriation bills (which include, of course, 
those providing for the support of the Navy, 
the Army, the Post Office Department, Ac.) 
are by the rule of the House expressly confided 
to the jurisdiction of the Committee on Appro- 
priations. The ruling of the Chair was, that a 
bill, simply because, to meet an emergency or 
an extraordinary case, it contains an appropri- 
ation, does not for that reason necessarily go, 
upon a point of order, to the Committee on 
Appropriations. Should the Post Office Com- 
mittee report the Post Office appropriation 
bill the Chair, on the point of order, would 
send it to the Appropriation Committee, but 
he could not sustain the point of order on any 


| bill coming up as this does, merely because it 





rule, as the Chair apprehends, that requires a || 


bill containing an appropriation to go neces: | 
sarily to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I move that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. | 

Mr. L. MYERS. I hope that the motion | 
will not prevail, because the bill has already | 
been referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr. BANKS. This subject has been ex- 
pressly referred, by order of the House, to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I think it was inadvert- 


ee 


' coming from his committee. 


contains an appropriation. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
Ido not desire or intend to make any point 
of order, but simply to call the attention of 
the House to the importance of settling now 
what our practice shall be in this regard. For 
instance, a bill is ready to be introduced appro- 
priating $5,000,000 for the purpose of public 
buildings in the city of Chicago. If that bill 
be put on its passage, appropriating $7,000,000, 
and that money is paid out of the Treasury 
without reference to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, then that committee cannot in any 
sense be held responsible for the appropria- 
tion of such large sums ‘of money. 

I have no doubt at all that the provisions of 
this bill ought to be considered by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, of which the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [ Mr. Banxs ]} is chair- 
man. It ought to be acted on in the House as 
But I suggest 
the consular and diplomatic appropriation bil! 
is one of the regular appropriation bills, pro- 
viding the moneys to be paid out for our for- 
eign service. This is a large item connected 
with our foreign service, and I think it would 
be better to leave it to the appropriate com- 
miftee which has charge, under the rules, of 
the appropriations of money from the Treas 
ury. The Committee on Appropriations can 
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put in their bill the requisite appropriations. 
‘That will leave his work separate and our work 
separate. 
Mr. AMBLER. ‘There is an urgent neces- 
sity for this appropriation to be made now. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If there is any 
pecial emergency, as I have no doubt there 
is, the Committee on Appropriations will meet 
to-morrow morning, and will report on the 
measure at once, 
The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to have 
a portion of the rules read, so that the House 
may entirely understand this matter. 
Lhe Clerk read as follows: 
lt shall be the duty of the Committee on Appro- 
priationg, 
ment, at every 
the first Monday of December, to report the general 
appropriation bills for legislative, executive, and 


judicial expenses; for sundry civil expenses ; for con- 


sular and diplomatic expenses; for the Army; for 
the Navy; for the expenses of the Indian depart- 


ment: for the payment of invalid and other pen- | 


sions; forthe support of the Military Academy; for 
fortifications; for the service of the Post Office De- 
partment, and for mail transportation by ocean 
steamers; or, in failure thereof, the reasons of such 
failure. And saidcommittee shall have leave to re- 
port said bills (for reference only) at any time. In 
all cases where appropriations cannot be made spe- 
cific in amount, the maximum to be expended shall 
be stated, and each appropriation bill when reported 


from the committee shall, in the concluding clause, | 


state the sum total of all the items contained in said 
bill.”’—Rule 77. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires par- 
ticular attention to the next clause. 

‘The Clerk read as follows: 


‘In preparing bills of appropriation for other 
objects the Committee on Appropriations shall not 
include appropriations for carrying into effect trea- 
ties made by the United States; and when an appro- 
priation bill shall be referred to them for their con- 


sideration which containsappropriations for carrying | 


a treaty into effect, and for other objects, they shall 
propose such amendments as shall prevent appro- 
priations for carrying a treaty into effect being in- 
ceded in the same bill with appropriations for other 
objects. 


The SPEAKER. These rules, it will be ob- 
served, give the Committee on Appropriations 
exclusive jurisdiction of the regular annual 
appropriation bills. 
committee from including in any general ap- 
propriation bill appropriations for carrying any 
treaty into execution, so that each treaty must 
stand on its own merits. What committee 


shall take charge of the subject is for the | 


majority of the House to determine. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If the chairman 
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs will allow 
me, I desire to add another word. I supposed, 
in the remarks | made a moment since, that 


this bill had provisions concerning the treaty | 
| observe, on examining it, that it | 


generally. 
is nothing in the world but an appropriation 


bill. There is no change of the law regulating | 


appropriation is the first one ; butit is not to be | 
adopted, and would not have been adopted by | 


our foreign affairs in any respect whatever. 
It is a simple, naked appropriation bill, and I 
desire to get the sense of the House on that 
question, whether a bill having only appropri- 
ations in it ought not to go, asa matter of good 
yractice in the House, tothe committee which 
1as the general charge of the appropriations. 
| have not the least feeling in the world about 
it, except the desire that we should start fair 
with a good habit and practice to be followed 
hereafter. I think the bill should clearly be 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. BANKS. Let me say, in reply to the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, 
that that committee has jurisdiction in cases 
of appropriations authorized by law. That is 
what the committee is for. When a matter is 
referred to that committee, involving an appro- 
yriation, it has special jurisdiction from the 
oon over the subject, as any other commit- 
tee has. 

But this subject of the treaty has not been 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 
It has been, by a special order, specially re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and the committee will report four bills to 
give execution to this treaty. This one ‘of 


within thirty days after their appoint- | 
session of Congress, commencing on | 


They also prevent that | 








i 


| 





the committee, except on account of its being 
in connection with other bills, to which the 
attention of the House will be called here- 
after. Therefore, this bill making an appro- 
priation, so far as the treaty is concerned, 


| cannot go to the Committee on Appropria- 


tions, unless the whole subject of the treaty of 
Washington goes to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. You cannot refer one part to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and another 
part to the Committee on Appropriations. On 


| the contrary, the whole subject must go to the 


one committee or the other. And, inasmuch 
as it has already been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs; inasmuch as it con- 
cerns the foreign affairs of the country; inas- 
much as it belongs expressly and particularly 
to that committee; inasmuch as the constant 
practice of the House has been in conformity 
with the rule of giving it the jurisdiction of the 
appropriations involved in the approval of the 
treaty, it is improper and unjust now, when 
the committee has considered the subject, to 
deprive it of its jurisdiction in the premises. 
= reminded by the gentlemen about me 
that when the bill making an appropriation 
for the Alaska treaty was reported no ques- 
tion whatever was made about the bill making 
the appropriation being reported by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. The question was 
made whether that treaty should be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the 
House decided that it should be. But when 
the appropriation was made, there was no 
proposition by my colleague,[Mr. Dawes, } 
then chairman of the Committee on Appro- 
priations, that the appropriation belonged to 
them. ‘The appropriation cannot be separated 
from the merits of the treaty itself, and [ am 
sure the House will not declare by its vote 
that it is not to commit to any standing com- 
mittee of the House the right to determine 
the various questions which, by order of the 
House, have been referred to other commit- 
tees; for the result will be, if the proposition 
of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GarFreLp] 
is adopted, to take from every standing com- 
mittee of the House the right to consider and 
determine any question which may be sent to 
that committee involving an appropriation. 

Mr. DAWES. I was not chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations at the time of 
the Alaska treaty, but I think my colleague 
has stated correctly the action of the House 
with regard to it. I have no doubt that ‘it is 
strictly within the rules of the House to refer 
this either to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs or to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. To which it shall be referred is only 
a question of propriety. I think this should 
have gone to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs in the first instance. But I think also 
that, after the Committee of Appropriations 
have considered this bill in connection with 
the whole matter as presented to them, the 
Committee on Appropriations should have the 
bill for consideration before them, precisely 
as is done in the case of the Committee on 
Commerce in the matter of light-houses and 
the matter of river and harbor improvements. 
They consider those matters, they bring their 
recommendations with regard to them before 
the House, and then they ask to have their 
own bill committed to the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, and the Committee on Appro- 
priations consider that bill and return it to 
the House. And then it has been the custom 
of the last few years for the Committee on 
Appropriations to return the bill and restore 
it to the Committee on Commerce, just as they 
would restore this bill to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. This was the policy adopted 
by the last Committee on Appropriations, with 
the approval of the House. 

They did not take the bill away from the 
Committee on Commerce, or from the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, but they had the 
bill, after it was reported by them to the House, 
submitted to the Committee on Appropriations, 
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and for this reason: that these large Appro- 
priations have their effect upon the othe; 
appropriations, and upon the aggregates. The 
Committee on Appropriations is responsible 
for those aggregates; held responsible by the 
country; and the courtesy between the com. 
mittees in the last Congress was such that the 
Committee on Appropriations had opportunity 
to pass upon all these bills; not that it is jg 
conflict with the rules for the Committee oy 


| Foreign Affairs to consider such a bill as thi. 


but with the approval of the House, after they 


had reported their bill, it was committed to ' 


the Committee on Appropriations, and tha; 
committee reported it back and delivered ;, 
back to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
They did it because they felt that they were 
held before the country responsible for the 
aggregate, and that therefore they should have 
an opportunity to consider the measures ag 
appropriations ; not in the light of giving effec 
to the treaty ; not with an attempt to recon. 
sider the action of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs upon the propriety of carrying out the 
treaty ; but because the appropriations for that 
purpose cannot be separated from the grand 
aggregate of appropriations. It was with that 
view that the Committee on Appropriations, 
with the consent of the codrdinate committees, 
considered bills of this kind to that extent, 

I think that my colleague would do well to 
let the Committee on Appropriations have the 
consideration of this bill; not to take it away 
from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, not to 
undertake to discuss, themselves, the merits of 
the bill. Ido not think that it would be proper 
for them to do that. I think that belongs to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. If I had 
been on the Committee on Appropriations 
when this bill was committed I should have 
acquiesced in its reference to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs just as it has been referred, 
and then I should have asked my colleague, 
after he had reported it, to let it go to the 
Committee on Appropriations for their con- 
sideration, with the understanding that I shou|d 
have yielded it back to him with such recom 
mendation as the Committee on Appropria 
tions might make. I do not think the rules 
require it to go to the one committee or the 
other. 

Mr. BANKS. I desire to say, in reply to 
my colleague, that the course recommendei 
by him is impracticable, under the rules of the 
House. If the House chooses to change its 
rules, I have no objection; but it is not now 
in accordance with the rules, nor would it be 
in accordance with the practice of the House. 
I do not assent to the proposition that the 
country holds the Committee on Appropria: 
tions responsible for all the expenditures of 
the Government. That committee is held re: 
sponsible only for the appropriations that are 
referred to it by the House; and when tie 
House refers a subject involving an appropri: 
ation to another committee of the House, that 
committee and the House that may act ou ils 
recommendation are responsible for the result, 
whatever it may be. 

Now, sir, if the practice recommended by 
my colleague and by the chairman of the Com: 
mittee on Appropriations shall be adopted, i 
will defeat the action of the House altogether, 
because the Committee on Appropriations has 
the privileged right to report at any time only 
upon those appropriations authorized by exist: 
ing law. That is what the committee is for, 
to consider appropriations authorized by stand- 
ing laws, and it is not its privilege to report at 
any time upon any other subjects except those 
which are authorized by standing law or are 
required by some of the exigencies of the 
Government. Now, if this appropriation be 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
that committee cannot put it in aregular appro: 
priation bill; the rules of the House forbid 
that. They must report it in a separate bill, 


and they must await the call of their commit: 
| tee before itcan be reported. The Committee 
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on Foreign Affairs has had to wait its turn to | 
make the report, and if the subject is referred | 
now to the Committee on Appropriations, ac- 
cording to the claim of that committee, it will | 
have to wait the turn of that committee to | 
make a report. axe 
This, sir, is not an appropriation authorized | 


by standing law, and therefore they have not || 


the same privilege in regard to it which they 
have in regard to the general appropriation | 
bills of the House. This subject, involving an 
appropriation, was referred, by order of the | 
House, to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
We have considered that subject, and we have | 
a right to report our views upon itto the House 
and ask its judgment. The Committee on 
Appropriations 1s responsible in no degree 
whatever for ouraction, or for the action which 
the House may take upon our report, and I | 
am sure if gentlemen understand this ques- | 
tion, and appreciate its great importance with | 
regard to the rights of the other committees 
of the House, they will not take the course 
recommended by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If the gentle- | 
man will allow me a word or two? 

Mr. BANKS. I will. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no other | 
desire than that the House shall now settle its 
own custom on this question. The gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Banks] seems 
to think that treaties form an exception to the | 
rule. Now, I desire to ask the members of 
this House whether, when the Committee on | 
Indian Affairs shall report about some Indian 
treaty, and-the amount required under it, they 
think those treaties and the appropriations 
under them should be considered by the Com- | 
mittee on Indian Affairs alone, and not go to 
the Committee on Appropriations ? 

Among the general appropriation bills which | 
the Committee on Appropriations is ordered 
to prepare and report to this House is a bill | 
making appropriations for consular and diplo- | 
matie expenditures. Now, I wish to call the 
attention of members to the fact that this is 
just one of the items of our diplomatic ex- 
penditures. And if the Committee on Appro- 
priations are not to have general control of 
that class of appropriations, so that we may 
know, with all the items before us, whether 
we can afford to give this amount to this pur- 
pose, it seems to me we shall be called upon 
to act in some cases without the proper knowl- 
edge to enable us to act intelligently. I only 
want to know from the House, by its action 
upon this subject, what they desire to be the | 
rule. If the Committee on Military Affairs, | 
for instance, shall be allowed to ask for a 
special appropriation for some special object, 
and it shall then be acted upon by the House 
upon their recommendation, then I do not see 
how we of the Committee on Appropriations 
can have any intelligent control of the whole 
subject of military expenditures when we come 
to report our general military bill. 

I am clear that the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs had a perfect right, under the direction 
of the House, to consider this subject. But it 
seems to me that in order to secure a proper | 
settlement and adjustment of our business, in 
relation to the whole expenditures of our Gov- 
erament, the Committee on Appropriations 
should be allowed to take this bill and con- 
sider it, and report it back, when we shall have 
the greatest pleasure in delivering it over again 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs for their 
management in the House. But it seems to 
me that, in order to secure an intelligent con- 
sideration of our duty, we should understand 
this bill, have it put upon our records in the 
Committee on Appropriations, so that we may 
know the amount of money involved in it. I 
hope the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Banks] will consent to have this bill referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, for we 


shall certainly be able 
soon. 








to report it back very | 


| Mr. WOOD. 


_ It appears to me that there 
| are grave practical difficulties in the way of 


| the suggestion of the gentleman from Ohio, 





Mr. Garriep.] If it shall be considered 
esirable to establish the precedent in this 


case, (because it will be a precedent entirely 


| 

| novel and new,) it will involve two methods, | 
| either of which 1s calculated to perhaps defeat | 
1 legislation, certainly to delay it indefinitely. | 
The gentleman asks that two committees may | 
| be authorized to investigate and act upon and | 
| conclude and report upon the same subject. | 
| After the — has been referred to a com- || 


mittee, and that committee has gravely con- 


| sidered it, reported favorably upon it, reported 


a bill to appropriate the necessary money to 
carry out the purpose, then, under his sugges- 
tion, it would have to go to the Committee on 
Appropriations, which would be obliged to go 
through the same labor, and probably would 
reach a different conclusion, and perhaps an 
erroneous one, and thus defeat the appropri- 
ation entirely. 

Now, it has ever been the practice of Con- 


| gress to clothe certain committees with cer- 


tain rights, authorizing them to report bills 
that involve the necessity of appropriating 
money. The Committee of Claims does it, 
the Committee on Military Affairs does it, the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions and the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs do it, and other com- 
mittees doit. Now, ifit be true and ifit becor- 
rect that all those committees are to have their 
investigations reviewed by the Committee on 
Appropriations, who are also to be clothed with 
the power of investigation and determination, 
for otherwise the reference to that committee 
will not be of any practical importance, then 
we will not be able to legislate at all, on many 
subjects at least. 

It so happens that in this particular case the 
delay asked for by the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Garrie.p] is virtually to produce a grave 
and serious complication in the operations of 
this Government. Now, it is desirable under 
this treaty that this money shall be appropri- 
ated before our adjournment next week for the 
holiday recess. We do not know the results 
that may grow out of delay upon our part in 
appropriating the necessary money which, 
under the treaty already made and ratified by 
the two Governments, we are, nolens volens, 
compelled to make sooner or later. 

This subject has been considered by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. It has been labo- 
riously considered ; and every item of expendi- 
ture involved in the appropriation has been 
duly weighed, criticized, and concluded upon. 
As I understand the present proposition, it is 
to take the subject away from that committee 
and refer it to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, already overburdened with their legiti- 
mate work, to have them go through the same 
process, and probably reach a conclusion some 
time in January or Iebruary. 

But, sir, aside from this particular case, I 
am opposed to the practice sought to be intro- 
duced, because it would lead to the delay, and 
probably the defeat, of propositions which are 
meritorious and important. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I submit the question of 
order, whether, under the rules, this bill does 
not necessarily go tothe Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to receive 
its first consideration ? 

The SPEAKER. This prolonged discussion 
the Chair understands to be really upon a 
point of order. A single objection to the con- 
sideration of any bill containing an appropria- 
tion, no matter from what committee, carries 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. BANKS. We do not ask to have the 
bill considered now; we only want to make 
arrangements for its consideration. 

Mr. NIBLACK. Atthe proper time I shall 
press the point of order. 





| The SPEAKER. The right to make that 
| point is reserved, of course. 
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Mr. BANKS. I yield to the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. CAMPBELL. ] 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I have bat a word to 
say on this question. It seems to me, Mr, 
Speaker, that the chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations takes a very correct view 
of this question. That committee is to a great 
extent responsible to the House for the 
amount of appropriations which may be rec 
ommended. It will be borne in mind that in 
former years the entire question of raising rev- 
enue, whether by tariffs or taxation, as well as 
the making ofappropriations, was concentrated 


| within the jurisdiction of the Committee of 
|| Ways and Means, for the reason that it was 


deemed proper that that committee should be 
constantly advised, from day to day, as it were, 
as to the resources and condition of the Treas 
ury and the amounts of money recommended to 
be appropriated. The large increase in the 
labors of that committee has led to a division 
of the responsibility. ‘The Committee of Ways 
and Means is now charged simply with the 
duty of examining questions pertaining to the 
raising of revenue, while the responsibility for 
appropriations is left mainly to the Committee 
on Appropriations, 

In former years, ifthe Committee on Military 
Affairs desired any appropriation forthe Army 


| in addition to those recommended by the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means, the proposition was 
considered in the first place by the Committee 
on Military Affairs and afterward referred tothe 
Committee of Ways and Means. So with ap- 
propriations recommended by the Committee 
on Naval Affairs and other committees. This 
practice was pursued with the view of keeping 
the Committee of Ways and Means informed 
from time to time as to the extent of the drafts 
that were about to be made upon the ‘Treasury. 
Now it may seem very proper, at this stage of 
the session, that the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs should act upon this question directly ; 
but if that privilege be accorded to this commit- 
tee, every other committee of the House will 
be asking the same privilege; and the result 
will be, that while the Committee on Appro- 
priations are nominally responsible for the 
appropriations recoisantitel to the House, 
their responsibility will in fact be taken away. 

One word more. Near the close of the ses- 
sion, as every old member will bear testimony, 
large amounts of appropriations are brought 
in without time for careful consideration or 
investigation; and it strikes me that if you 
open the door in this general way disastrous 
consequences will result in practice. 

Mr. BANKS. I yield to the gentleman from 
Maine, [Mr. Hate. ] 

Mr. HALE. I do not understand, Mr. 
Speaker, that the Committee on Appropria 
tions is in any degree opposed, as the matter 
stands at present, to this appropriation, or 
that it seeks to delay in any way action upon 
the subject. As has been said by the chair- 
man, the committee will meet to-morrow and 
may consider the question at once, may report 
back the bill and put it under the control of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs that has had 
it thus far. 

A consideration occurs to me which seems 
of importance to the House. The committees 
for the different Departments are to a degree 
the organs of those different Departments. | 
know that to be so from some experience in the 


| last Congress as a member of the Committee 


on Naval Affairs. I know that it was looked 
upon as the organ of the Navy Department, 
which it represented in this House. So I pre- 
sume the Committee on I’oreign Affairs, under 
the able management of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Banxs,] may be consid- 
ered as the organ of the State Department, as 
the Committee on Military Affairs may be 
considered to be the organ of the War Depart- 
ment. The Committee on Appropriations is 
the organ of this House. The tendency of 
every other committee is to push forward mat 
ters for the easy running of the several Depart- 
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ments. The Committee on Appropriations 
stands here constituted for the House as acheck 
on all other committees, and my fear is, if in 
this case $500,000 be allowed to be appropri- 
ated without going to the Committee on Appro- 
priations—I find no fault intrinsically with the 
amount—if this is allowed to go through with- 
out reference to the Appropriation Committee, 
then to-morrow another committee will come 
in with $250,000, and the next day other com- 
mittees will come forward calling for millions, 
and asking this House to enforce a similar 
rule. How, then, can the Committee on Appro- 
priations, in compliance with our rules, have 
full charge of the general appropriations, when 
$250,000 here and $500,000 there are reported 
from special committees and passed by this 


House, when this subject has not at all been | 


considered by the Committee on Appropria- 
tions? It seems to me to be clearly proper 
and just that this bill should go to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 

Mr. L. MYERS. Mr. Speaker, [ have little 
to say not already covered by the chairman of 
our committee. It seems to me, however, the 
House should understand, if the point of order 
made by the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations and overruled, yet still in fact 


urged by him, should prevail, what will be the | 


substantial effect upon the business of the 
House. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Ido not make 
a point of order, but merely ask the House to 
settle the precedent. 

Mr. L. MYERS. If that be established, as 
the gentleman desires, we are, in effect, here 
in the outset called upon to adopt a new rule 
for the government of the House, for under 
the existing rules the Committee on Appropri- 
ations have not the jurisdiction of this present 
appropriation. It has not been sent to them. 
On the contrary, it was sent to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. The rules do not 
provide that the Committee on Appropriations 


should have it, or else the point of order would | 


have been well taken. The Committee on 
Appropriations, under the rules, is intrusted 
with the duty of reporting the general appro- 
priation bills for legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses; and also such other appro- 
priations and executive communications forthe 
purpose of carrying on the several departments 
of the Government as may be presented and 
referred to them bythe House. This subject 
was not referred to them bythe House. Under 
the provisions of Rule 77 1t does not belong to 
them. It relates especially to foreign affairs ; 
and it is a subject from which they have been 
inferentially excluded by Rule 76, unless this 


House sends it to them, namely, the subject | 
The appropriations for carrying | 
into effect the Alaska treaty, and other like 


of treaties. 


appropriations, came from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. The same question was 
raised under the Alaska treaty, and was de- 


cided then in favor of the jurisdiction of that || 


committee. The chairman of Appropriations 
suggests that there need be no delay in this 
matter, if this subject be referred to the Com- 


mittee on Appropriations, because that com- || 


mittee meets to-morrow, and they will con- 
sider and report it to-morrow. With all re- 
spect to him, that cannot be the case, for the 
rules prevent it. 

The expenses now to be provided for, let 


the House understand, have arisen during the | 


vacation of Congress, under the treaty made 
since the House adjourned. No one claims 
they should not be appropriated for at once, 
and it is scarcely to be supposed that these 
reasonable estimates of the State Department 
will be objected to. The Committee on For- 
eign Affairs asks that provision shall be made 
to meet the actual outlay to be incurred under 
the treaty. Suppose, however, the House 
should choose to take this bill from Foreign 
Affairs and refer it to Appropriations, that 
committee cannot report it back at once, even 
if it should desire to do so; for it is enly 
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authorized to report at any time the subjects 
| given to it by the rules. The result may be 
| leave unpaid these necessary expenses, pay- 

ment of which already is in arrear several 
| months. 

Such a course of conduct would not reflect 
honor on the country or do justice to the able 
men we have selected to represent us under 
the treaty. The Foreign Affairs Committee 
has considered the question, has unanimously 
reported it, and now, or if it goes tothe Com- 


bill on its passage. This House will certainly 


not wrest it from us at this advanced stage, and | 


run the risk of delay merely to please another 
committee. But the broader question is 


'the Committee on Appropriations, and the 
| Committee on Pensions, the Committee of 
‘| Claims, and all other committees which now 


| have the right, with the consent of the House, || 


|| to report appropriations, shall have that right 
‘taken from them, that it may be committed 
| entirely to the Committee on Appropriations, 


if 


to under the rules, in passing appropriations 
in pursuance of general law or references to 
it by the House. That is the question for the 


without jealousies of each other, once again 
see to it that committees shall be allowed to 
retain supervision of the questions to examine 
and report upon which they are appointed. 


|| determine the matter. 
‘| we can send any bill of this kind to the Com- 


about it. 


report with the same propriety on this appro- 
priation, or better obtain information in regard 
to it. 


the House will keep this matter where it is. 
It is far better to let the bill take its course than 
to take from a committee the supervision of a 
subject which belongs to it. 

Mr. BANKS. 


| a word. 

Mr. MAYNARD. This is a subject in 
which I feel, myself, comparatively little inter- 
est. But in the character of the proposition, 
| every member of the House is deeply interested 
| The committees of this House are of equal 
dignity. Their relative importance may de- 
pend on the character of the subjects contided 
to them, but their dignity and their authority 





are coUrdinate and equal, one with the other. 


tees of this House a_revisory jurisdiction over 
the action of the other committees. It con- 
stitutes the Committee on Appropriations a 
court of revisal over the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. I have seen thissame thing attempted 
before in the House, but never with success. 

I remember in a former Congress it was 
proposed that when the naval appropriation 
bill was reported it should be referred for 
| revisal to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
an House refused that proposition, and I 
| 





think when they have had the question pre- 
sented fairly before them they have always 
refused it, and always will refuse it; because 


|| some subject that will come up incidentally 


|| and collaterally, that, as a matter of first and 
| original jurisdiction, must pertain to the duties | 


i, of some other committee. 





that we shall adjourn over the holidays and | 


whether our members are ready to adopt a || 
new rule, so that whenever an appropriation | 
occurs in any bill, either under treaty or new | 
|| law therein proposed, or on subjects referred || 


| otherwise, the bill must, nevertheless, go to | 


| tain subject-matters. 


which already has large enough dutiesto attend | 


House to determine; and I take it they will | 
not in this manner alter their rules; that they | 
will not in this manner take from a committee | 
the charge of a subject committed to it, but will, | 


| here for discussion. 


This discussion presents a case which should | 
To meet any difficulty | 


mittee of the Whole whenever there is adoubt | 
But here I believe there is no doubt. || 
No committee other than Foreign Affairs can | 


I believe, Mr. Speaker, the good sense of | 


| Committee of Ways and Means. 


I yield tothe gentleman from | 
| Tennessee, [ Mr. Maynarp,*| who desires to say | 


appropriations of the Government. 


over the subjects that are committed to them | 
2r. | separate it. 
This proposition is to give one of the commit- | 


|, of the ob 


it is possible in the course of our legislation | 
that every committee of this House shall have | 
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most every committee may be required to pre. 


sent a bill which calls for the appropriation of 
money. In this case, on the principle which 
is now contended for, all such legislation mug 
be presented by the Committee on Appropria. 
tions and revised by them. It is said in this 
case that the Committee on Appropriations cay 
report to-morrow or next day at furthest, 
They can, perhaps, if they choose; but Sup- 
pose that they do not choose, and that after 
examining this bill they think the public jp. 


| terest requires that the bill shall not become q 
mittee of the Whole, can next week place the || 


law, and they withhold it. 

I protest against conferring upon the Commit. 
tee on Appropriations, for which I have q 
high respect—as high a respect as I have for 
any other committee of the House—I protest 
against conferring upon that or any othercom- 
mittee a revisory power over the action of the 
other committees. I would have every com. 
mittee attend to its proper business ; and when 
it is necessary that such a bill as this shal| 


/ go to the Committee of the Whole, let it be 


revised there, as our rules contemplate. 

Mr. PETERS. This matter seems to me to 
be in a nut-shell. The Committee on Appro- 
priations are a privileged committee on cer- 
Are they a privileged 
committee on this appropriation? The gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Banks] says 
that without the unananimous consent of the 
House the Committee on Appropriations can- 
not report back to-morrow, or at any other 
time, until they are regularly called. If that 
is $0, it seems to me to be useless circumlocu- 
tion, or, if I may be allowed the expression, 
boy’s play, to report this bill to the House 
and then to the committee, and then allow that 


| committee to toss it back to the other com- 


mittee, and finally have it again launched 
But I would like to be 
posted ; and I ask the Speaker, as a parlia- 
mentary question, whetherif this billis referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations they wil! 
be privileged to-morrow, or at any other time, 
to report it back? 

Mr. BANKS. [yield for a moment to my 
colleague, [Mr. Hoar. ] 

Mr. HOAR. It seems to me that the sev- 
enty-sixth rule of the House answers all the 
arguments of the chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations and the chairman of the 
Their argu- 
ment is, that it was the purpose of the House 
to give to the Committee on Appropriations 
general jurisdiction over and general respons: 
ibility for all the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment, and that is true with one exception, 
and that is this: that appropriations for carry- 
ing into effect a treaty the House bas declared 
ought not to be mixed up with the general 
The rule 
expressly declares that the Committee on Ap- 
propriations shall not report such proposed 
expenditures in general appropriation bills, 


| or that if they find it in one referred to them, 


shall at once neem such amendment as to 
te | Vhy? Not for the sake of ac- 
complishing a mere formality, but because 


| when the House established this rule it was 


of opinion that although all other appropria- 
tions were to depend upon the opinion of Con: 
gress, and of its committee, of the capacity 
and resources of the nation to expend money, 


| appropriations for carrying into effect a treaty 


igations of public faith. 

It is no matter whether $100,000,000 or 
$500,000,000 are to be expended by this Gov- 
ernment for other purposes; it is no matter 
whether the country is rich or is poor; it is no 
matter whether the country desires to be 
economical or extravagant, the question of 
carrying into effect a treaty is a question what 
the Government has promised to do, and 
therefore the rule of the House requires that 
this shall not be taken within the scope: of the 
general duties of the Committees on Appro- 


are to ee and depend only, on our sense 


For example, al- |, priations, and that they shall not be permitted, 
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in the discharge of their general duties, to 
report upon subject-matters of that kind at 
anytime. ‘Therefore, Mr. Speaker, there is no 
possible reason why the Committee on Appro- 
priations can better consider, or can better 
resent to the Committee of the Whole this 
subject, than the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
On the contrary, the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs can better present it than can the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, because they know 
all about the treaty; they know its construc- 
tion; they know the construction of other 
treaty obligations of the Government; they 


know the particular state of things which | 
makes the present expenditure necessary; and | 


they know everything which determines the 
amount of that expenditure. It seems to me, 
therefore, that the rules of the House show 
conclusively that when they were adopted it 
was the purpose of the House that subjects of 
this class should not be presented through the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. BANKS. I yield now to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. ScoFriecp. | 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I made the motion to 
refer this bill to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, not because I cared very much which 
committee should consider it, but in accord- 
ance with the rule upon which I have acted 
ever since I have been a member of Congress. 
I have had occasion to notice that there are 
two committees in this House that a large 
number of persons having interests in or in 
charge of bilis almost always avoid: one is the 
Committee on Appropriations, and the other 
is the Committee of Claims. I have steadily 





fought to send to the Committee of Claims all | 


bills of that kind, although they involve appro- 
priations, because the rules of the House ex- 
pressly require it. I have antagonized the Post 
Office Committee, as my friend from Illinois 
[Mr. FarnswortH] knows. When they would 
introduce claims that pertain to the Post Office 
Department, I alleged that they should go 
to the proper committee, the Committee of 
Claims, which is a committee of all claims, 
because they will then be examined according 
to a common rule, and everybody having a 
claim would have an equal chance; whereas 
the committee having particular charge of 
postal matters might feel friendliness toward 
claims connected with that Department which 
another committee, looking over the whole, 
mightnot. But Ihave had occasion to observe 
that persons interested in these claims are 
always endeavoring to send them to some other 
committee. We have had them before the Naval 
Committee. I have seen them go tothe Mili- 
tary Committee and the Post Office Committee 
on the flimsiest excuses, because the parties 
interested thought that those committees had 
more time or were more disposed to be friendly 
toward them. So with regard to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. I have seen mem- 
bers of the House and individuals having in- 
terests in appropriations dodge that committee 
whenever they could, because that committee 
have the general supervision of appropriations 
and must act upon them in accordance with 
certain rules which other committees are not 
obliged to actupon. Suppose that the Com- 
mittee on the Sibsereotlanans States, or the 
‘‘Ku Klux Committee,”’ as it is called, should 
bring in an appropriation now to pay the ex- 
penses of summoning their witnesses; would 
not you send itat once to the Committee on 
Appropriations? Still, as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Banks] says in regard to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, what com- 
mittee would know so well as the committee 
charged with the investigation what amount of 
money is necessary to pay the expenses of 
witnesses and the other expenses. attending 
that investigation? 
I would like to see this, and all bills like it, 
g0 to the Committee on Appropriations. The 
entleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] 
as referred to a rule which provides that this 
class of appropriations shall not be mixed up 


eet 


with general appropriations. But that very 
rule shows that the House contemplated that 
just such bills as this should go to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, for it expressly says 
that that committee shall consider such bills 
in a certain way; that they shall not mix up 


else, as the Committee on Foreign Affairs can 
do; that they shall single it out, and if the 
member who draws the bill and presents it to 
that committee shall mix up with it something 


tee shall strike off everything that is extraneous 
and leave that appropriation by itself. 

| The rule which the Speaker has had read, 
| and which has been referred to by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar,] con- 


shall go to the Committee on Appropriations. 
But, as I said when I rose, I care nothing 
| about the rule on this bill. I shall vote, how- 
| ever, as I have always voted, to keep all 
appropriations before the Committee on Appro- 
| priations, and all claims before the Commit- 
| tee of Claims. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The gentleman has 
| referred by way of illustration to the Commit- 
| tee on the Insurrectionary States. I would 
ask him which committee would be the best 
judge of the amount necessary to pay the wit- 
nesses summoned by that committee, that com- 
mittee itself or the Committee on Appropri- 
ations ? 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I said that the commit- 
tee that had the investigation in charge was 
the proper one to determine that question ; 
but that when that committee had taken action 
on the subject the appropriation asked for by 
them should go before a disinterested com- 
mittee, and be considered by them. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Not only before a 
disinterested committee, but a committee that 
is entirely innocent of any knowledge of the 
subject. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. They could get their 
knowledge from the committee that is inter- 
ested in getting that appropriation. 

Mr. BANKS. I have only one word more 
to say, and then I will leave the question to 
the House. The course advocated by gen- 
tlemen on the other side of this question is 
entirely impracticable. I need only to say to the 
House that it is impossible for one committee 
to consider the merits of this treaty and for 
another committee to consider the questions 
of the appropriations necessary to give it effect. 
Suppose the Committee on Pensions should 
declare that a certain individual or class of 
individuals was entitled to a pension, and the 
House should approve that finding of that com- 
mittee; the Committee on Appropriations 
declares that the money shall not be appropri- 
ated to pay that pension; what sort of a Gov- 





mittee or the other. There are some twenty 
or thirty committees of this House, each just 


Committee on Appropriations; not more so. 
But it is impossible that the Committee on 
Appropriations should consider all the sub- 
jects, perform all the labors, and discharge 
all the duties of all the other committees ; and 
it is equally impossible for them to say whether 


that is only considered and reported upon by 
another committee. 

I have but one other remark to make, and 
I ask the attention of the Speaker to it; that 
is, if the House shall refer this appropriation 
bill to the Committee on Appropriations this 
day, I would ask whether or not that commit- 





| tee could make a report upon it until called in | 


| its regular order? More than that, if this appre- 
| priation shall be referred tothat committee, and 
| it shall embody it in a general appropriation bill, 
| then when it shall come up for consideration in 


| the House or in Committee of the Whole any | 
member can demand that this appropriation | 





| 


this class of appropriations with something | 


| else, then the rule expressly says the commit: | 





templates that this bill and everything like it | 











ernment have youthere? You should give the | 
subject and all that relates to it to one com- || 


as capable, important, and honorable as the | 


an appropriation shall be made for a subject | 
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for the treaty shall be stricken out on his indi- 
vidual objection to it, because it is not author- 
ized by any law. Now, with what propriety 
can gentlemen come to us and say that we in 
this House shall consider no bill that has an 
appropriation in it until that appropriation has 
been approved by the Committee on Appro- 
priations? 

Mr. MORGAN. Will the gentleman from 
Massachusetts permit me to ask a question ? 

Mr. BANKS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORGAN. Is it not the fact that, from 
the earliest period in the history of the Gov- 


| ernment down to the present hour, whenever 


an appropriation has been necessary to carry 
out the terms of a treaty the bill for that pur- 
pose has been reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs? 

Mr. BANKS. Certainly, that has always 
been the practice. Appropriations of this kind 
have always been reported by the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. Inthe case of the I’rench 
exposition in 1866 the bill was recommended 
by the Committee on Foreign Affairs; such 
has been the action in every similar case, and 
it has never been objected to. It is the prac- 
tice of the House; it is consistent with the 
rules; and no other course is possible under 
a practical form of government. 

{ wish only to call the attention of the House 
again to a point [ have already suggested, and 
I ask the Speaker to correct me if 1 am wrong. 
If this identical appropriation were inserted in 
an appropriation bill, in pursuance of an order 
of the House, and if that bill were before the 
House as aprivileged question and under con- 
sideration in Committee of the Whole, could 
not any member object to its being acted upon 
on the ground that it was not an appropriation 
authorized by law, and therefore not within the 
scope of the Committee on Appropriations? 
Certainly that is the rule of the House; and 
such being the rule, it is unreasonabie for 
gentlemen of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions to ask, in this case of pressing emer- 


| gency, that they should have exclusive control 


of this question. 

If all the other committees of the House 
are ready to surrender their rights and submit 
themselves to the supervision of the Commit 


tee on Appropriations, the Committee on For- 


eigu Affairs will do the samething. But unless 
the committees generally are ready to abdicate 
their positions and duties we must insist upon 
our rights. I shouid be glad, for myself, to 
submit to the supervision of the Committee 
on Appropriations; but I am sure that the 
gentlemen of that committee, and especially 
my honorable friend from Maine, [ Mr. Haze, | 
have too many pleasant engagements at this 
season of the year [laughter] to allow them to 
take it into consideration. I shall ask a vote 
of the House upon this question of commit: 
ment, and then I shall ask that the subject be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 


' state of the Union. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will have to 
differ on one point from the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Banks;] and he only 
speaks lest he might be misunderstood. Should 
the appropriation embraced in this bill be re- 
ported in a general appropriation bill, (and 
the cognate bill would be the diplomatic and 
consular appropriation bill,) then the Chair 
agrees with the gentleman from Massachusetts 
that a single objection would strike it out ; but 
not because it would be an appropriation not in 
pursuance of law. ‘The Chair apprehends that 
as a treaty is the highest law of the land an 
appropriation to carry out a treaty would be 
in pursuance of law. But the appropriation 
would have to be excluded on the ground 
that it is not competent for the House to con- 
sider, in connection with any other subject 
whatever, an appropriation for carrying into 
effect a treaty. The Chair reaches the same 
conclusion as the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, but bases his opinion on # different 
ground. 
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Mr. BANKS. This touches upon very dan- 
gerous and very delicate ground, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair only construes 
the rule of the House. 

Mr. BANKS. I am aware of that; but I 
was about to say that if a treaty is the law of 
the land so far as to control the action of Con- 
a question of appropriation of 
money, then in that sense it may be, as the 
Senate has sometimes claimed, that when the 
Iixecutive and the Senate have agreed to a 
treaty, the concurrence of those two branches 
of the Government is all that is necessary to 
order the payment of money for the execution 
of that treaty. But, sir, we have not conceded 
that. 
belief that this is a question of legislation, and 
that it belongs to the proper committee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair bas only argued 
the parliamentary point—nothing further. It 
is not for the Chair to discuss the propriety 
of the rule; he is only construing it; and the 
rule is explicit that appropriations to carry 
into effect treaties must be considered by them- 
selves. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
himself very ably sustained this view in the 
case of the seven million dollar appropriation 
for the purchase of Alaska, when a similar 
point was raised, 

Mr. BANKS. 
the suggestion of the Chair. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to put a question to the 
Speaker. Is not the bill in its present condi- 
tion, as reported by the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, in the condition indicated by the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts? Would not a 
single objection now take it away from the 
consideration of the House and carry it to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 

The SPEAKER. Undoubtedly; and no 
appropriation from any committee can evade 
that rule. The point made by the gentleman 
from Maine [ Mr. Perers ] was raised by the gen- 


gyress Hoon 


tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banks.] The | 


duty of the Committee on Appropriations is 
clearly defined. It is provided by the rules 
that the Committee on Appropriations shall 
report the general appropriation bills. It is 
further provided that said committee shall 
have leave to report said bills at any time. 
Now, the jurisdiction of the committee to re- 
port at any time does not go beyond this. The 
power to report at any time is explicitly con- 
fined to the general appropriation bills. Should 
this bill, therefore, be referred to that commit- 
tee, no doubt it would have the indulgence of 
the House to report it back at any time; but 
the rules do not give that committee any such 
power. 

Mr. BANKS. I ask the decision of the 
House in reference to the point whether this 
bill shall go to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions or not? 

Mr. DAWES. The Committee on Foreign 
Affairs has no greater privilege in reference 
to this bill than the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. 

The SPEAKER. Of course it has not. 
The bill is before the House, and it came up 
in the regular call of committees for reports 
during the morning hour. The Committee on 
Foreign Affairs having been called, reported 
this bill. One single objection will send it to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, 

Mr. DAWES. It depends on the unani- 
mous consent of the House whether it shall 
be considered in the House or not. 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. 

Mr. DAWES. So that my friend and col- 
league has no more right to report on this 
subject than has the gentleman from Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. It must go to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
if there be a single objection, which point the 
Chair has waived during the discussion of the 
varliamentary point. The gentleman from 
Jassachusetts Mtr, Banks] desires the sense 


, i 
We come before the House upon the 


I accede to the propriety of | 


! 











of the House on the motion to refer to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and until that 
is decided the Chair reserves the point of 
order as to whether the bill does not go to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, for the reason that it makes an 
appropriation. 

Mr. COX. Has that motion been made to 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. If that motion be made 
in the nature of an amendment to the motion 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania then it 
would take precedence. 

Mr. COX. Then I make that motion. 

Mr. BANKS. I hope the gentleman will 
first let the point of order be determined by 
the House. 

Mr. COX. 
precedence. 

Mr. BANKS. I shall ask that the bill be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would not 
feel disposed to enforce the point of order to 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union so long as a major- 
ity of the House might wish to refer to the 
Committee on Appropriations. But if two 
motions be pending, one to refer to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole and another to a stand- 
ing committee, the motion to refer to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole must be submitted first 
to the House. The Chair has not enforced 
the rule in reference to sending this bill to the 


I understand my motion takes 


House should determine whether this bill 
should go to the Committee on Appropriations 
or not, and for this reason, that no gentleman 


rule. For if the bill be referred, when it is 
reported back to the House again the point of 
order will be still good that the bill must have 
its first consideration in the Committee of the 
Whole, as it contains an appropriation. 

Mr. BANKS. I ask that the vote may be 
taken. 

Mr. COX. I have made a motion to refer to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and for the reason 

Mr. BANKS. I do not wish to hear the 
gentleman’s reason. [ Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatable. 

Mr. COX. I presume the gentleman wants 
votes on this side of the House for his motion. 

The SPEAKER. The question will be taken 
first on the motion to refer to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 





The House divided; and there were—ayes | 


one hundred and fifty-three, noes not counted. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair desires not to 
leave any point in doubt, and the Clerk will 
therefore read the forty-third rule. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

‘**43, When a resolution shall be offered or a mo- 
tion made to refer any subject, and different com- 
mittees shall be proposed, the question shall be taken 
in the following order: 

**The Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union; the Committee of the Whole House; 
a standing committee; a select committee.” 

Mr. BANKS. I ask to give notice that on 
Monday next, by direction of the Committee 
on Foreign A ffairs—— 

Several Members. Do it now. 

Mr. BANKS. I move, on the suggestion 
of my colleagues, that we go into Committee 
of the Whole, to proceed with the consider- 
ation of the bill. 

Mr. COX. The bill is not now on our files. 

The SPEAKER. The bill in charge of the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Farnsworrn] 
would take precedence on the Calendar. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 


into Committee of the Whole on the apportion- 
ment bill; and, pending that motion, I desire 
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| to move that general debate be closed in fifteen 
| 





December 12, 
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minutes. 
Several Members. Oh, no. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Very well; I wij 
not press that. I yield for a moment to y 
colleague, [Mr. MceNEgLy. ] 


BREVET BRIGADIER GENERAL G. W. BALLOcr, 
Mr. McNEELY. 


lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War and the Soc. 
retary of the Treasury be, and they are hereby, sey. 
| erally directed to inform this House of the cirey. 
| stances attending the suspension of Brevet Brigadier 
General George W. Balloch, and of the subsequent 
steps taken in the examination and settlement oj 
his accounts, so far as the same were brought to the 
notice of their respective Departments. : 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move that 
the resolution be referred to the Committee 
on Education and Labor. 

Mr. McNEELY. I object to that reference, 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Then I object 
to the introduction of the resolution. 


CUANGES ON COMMITTEES. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair announces that 
the gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. KEtioce, 
willserve on the Committee on the Pacific Rail. 
road, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
resignation of Mr. Lyncn, of Maine, and that 
Mr. SrEvENSON, of Ohio, now on the Commit. 
tee on Patents, and Mr. KreLuioca, now on 
the Committee on Public Lands, will take each 
other’s places on their respective committees, 

Mr. RANDALL. I demand the regular 
order. 


7 


I desire to offer the fo). 





APPORTIONMENT BILL. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order is the 
motion of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
l’arnswortnH] that the rules be suspended and 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the apportionment bill. 

The question being taken, the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Burrinron in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of House bill No. 
243, for the apportionment of Representatives 
to Congress among the several States accord: 
ing to the ninth census. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending question 
is on the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Marswa.] to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman’s colleague, [Mr. 
Farnswortu, ] which the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the words “‘ at large,’’in line twelve, section 
two, Mr. Farnswortn’s amendment, insert: “* And 
| in all elections of Representatives aforesaid each 
qualified voter may cast as many votes for one can- 
didate as there are Representatives to be elected by 
the State at large, or may distribute the same, or 
equal parts thereof, among the candidates, as he 


shall see fit, and the candidate receiving the great- 
est number of votes shall be declared elected.” 


The CHAIRMAN. When the committee 
rose yesterday the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. Mercur] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. MERCUR. Mr. Chairman, during the 
discussion of this question yesterday several 
gentlemen invoked the power of the fourteenth 
amendment as bearing upon the whole ques- 
tion of apportionment. A great question does 
arise under this fourteenth amendment. lt 
provides, in substance, that if any State denies 
the right of suffrage to any of its male inhab- 
itants, being twenty-one years of age and citi- 
zens of the United States, or in any way 
abridges the right to vote, except for partici: 
pation in rebellion or other crime, the basis 
of representation therein shall be reduced in 
the proportion which the number of such male 
citizens shall bear to the whole number of 
male citizens twenty-one years of age in such 
State. 

This fourteenth amendment, like many other 
| parts of the Constitution, does not enforce 
itself, It required legislation in order to give 
practical effect to its terms. Now, I take it 
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and restrictions of this fourteenth amendment. 
The first part of this second section of the 
fourteenth amendment provides that— 


“ Representatives shall be apportioned among the 
several States according to their respective numbers, 
counting the whole number of persons in each State, || 
excluding Indians not taxed. 1} 

A question arises whether the language 
imposing this restriction is to receive a broad 
or strict construction. I take it that when 
the object is, or when the attempt is made 
to so use it as to abridge the right of a 
State to representation upon this floor, itshould 
receive astrict construction. Ido not think, 
however, that it is necessary to decide or de- 
termine now, for the purpose of discussing | 
this apportionment bill, precisely what class 
of cases were designed to be included in the 
word ‘‘denied.’’ It appears to me, without 
very much reflection upon that point, that the 
position taken by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Maynarp] yesterday was well 
taken, that it meant something beyond the 
power of the citizen to control, and that it 
did not mean to apply to that class of restric- 
tions which every State, for its own security 
and its own protection, and for the purity of the 
pallot-box, saw proper to throw around it. 
But I say that Congress has failed to pass any 
law by which the number of the persons re- 
ferred to could be ascertained and determ- 
ined. The Census Bureau has, in an imperfect 
manner sought to obtain that information; 
but they have proceeded and they have taken 
the census under the law of 1850. No lawhas 
been passed by Congress since the adoption 
of the fourteenth amendment providing any 
way or manner for ascertaining the number of 
persons who were denied the right of suffrage. 
The law of 1850, under which this census was 
taken, is specific in its terms, and it has incor- 
porated within it a list of tables or schedules, 
some six in number, giving the forms which 
shall be submitted to the assistant marshals, 
and which they should cause to be filled. It 
might appear at first blush that these were 
merely directory, and that under that law the 
Department of the Interior or the Superin- 
tendent of the Census might modify and change 
them, but, by reference to the law of 1850, it 
will be found that these tables. these sched- 
ules, are made a part and parcel of the law, 
and have the same force and effect as if they 
were incorporated into it and formed a part of 
the text, as they in effect do form a part of 
the text of that law. They are made so by the 
ene eoee section of the act, which reads 
thus: 


‘The tables hereto annexed, and made part of this 
act, are numbered from one to six inclusive.” 

Thus you will see that they are made a part 
of the act, and have the same force and obliga- 
tion as any other part of it. 

The next section, section twenty-three, pro- 
vides that unless the mode of taking the cen- 
sus shall be changed by law the census shall 
continue to be taken and made in pursuance 
of the same act. I will read the twenty-third 
section. It is as follows: 


“:Ifno other law be passed providirg forthe taking 
of theeighth, or any subsequent census of the United | 
States, on or before the lst day of January of any 
year, when, by the Constitution of the United States, 
any future enumeration of the inhabitants thereof | 
is required to be taken, such census shall in all 


things be taken and completed according to the pro- 
visions of this act.” 


It requires, then, that these forms and sched- 
ules shall be adhered to. It is true the last 
Congress sought to prepare some legislation in 
reference to taking the census, and a commit- 
tee reported a bill to this House, but that bill 
failed to become a law, and the census was 
taken in pursuance of the law of 1850. Then, 
without any law, without any statute, without 
any act of Congress whatever, the Department 
of the Interior or the Superintendent of the 
Census sought to procure thisadditional inform- | 
ation. They thought it might be right and |, 
proper, and afford some information that would || 


no law calculated to give effect to the terms 
| 








be of value, and hence in the preparation 
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_ . 
of | are nine thousand two hundred and sixty-five 


their blanks they added a column to which I |} persons in the State of Missouri thus disfran- 


desire to call the special attention of the House 
in order to show thatin their attempt they have | 


prepared it so imperfectly that it affords no || 


satisfactory information to this House. I have | 
in my hand one of the blanks which they pre- |) 
pared, to which they have added columns, 
numbered nineteen and twenty. I refer to this 
in order that members may apply to these 
columns an extract from the report of the 
Superintendent of the Census, which I shall 
presently cause to be read. The general head- 
ing of these columns is ‘* Constitutional Regu- 
lations.’’ Thatthey have subdivided into two 
parts: one part, No. 19, is headed ‘‘ Male citi- | 
zens of the United States of twenty-one years 


of age and upward ;’’ No. 20 is headed ‘ Male || 
citizens of the United States of twenty-one || 


years of age and upward whose right to vote 
is denied or abridged on other grounds than 
rebellion or other crime.’’ 

Mr. HALDEMAN. May Iask my colleague 
if those columns were not added in pursuance 
to an amendment of the act of 1850 that ori- | 
ginated in the Senate, and was acceded to in 
this House? 

Mr. MERCUR. I understand not. I have | 
arrived at the opinion which I have from some 
careful examination of the laws myself, and | 
from conferring with the Superintendent of 
the Census, who himself told me there was no 
law authorizing them to do so. 

Now, I was proceeding to refer to these 
columns. No. 20, you will observe, makes 
the assistant assessors the judges both of law 
and of fact—a class of men, in the main, illy 
qualified to discharge those duties. If there 
had been any law authorizing it, I have no 
doubt that law would have been framed differ- 
ently. To arrive at an intelligent result, a 
blank form ought to have been prepared, eon- 
taining numerous subdivisions, showing (if any | 
man said he was disfranchised) the reason or | 
ground upon which he said his disfranchise- 
ment was based. ‘The facts should have been | 
reported here, and then Congress would have 
determined whether those facts brought the 
individual within this clause. They should 
have ascertained and reported the facts only 
in separate columns, instead of attempting, as 
this column does, to combine both fact and 
law. 

I am not disposed by any means to censure 
or find fault with the Census Bureau in this 
respect. The fault lies with Congress, if any- 
where, for not having passed some law pro- 
viding for the collection of this information. 
The Census Bureau has, however, taken it in 
an imperfect manner, by which it appears that 











the male citizens of twenty-one years and 
upward in the United States, excluding the Ter- 
ritories, amount in the aggregate to 8,314,805, 
and the number of citizens deprived of the 
right of suffrage for other causes than for par- 
ticipation in the rebellion or for crime amounts | 
to 40,380. ‘Those thus disfranchised are dis- | 
tributed among all the States in this Union. | 
The largest number is put down as being in 
the State of Missouri, which is reported as 
containing 9,265 persons thus disfranchised. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. Will the gentle- 
man allow me to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. MERCUR. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. I desire simply to 
state here, by way of correction, that there is | 
not a single person disfranchised in the State 
of Missouri. I do not mean to say that this | 
showing arises from any error of the Commis- 
sioner ofthe Census, but the fact is that itis an 
error, that no one is disfranchised. 

Mr. MERCUR. 1 was going to make the | 
statement which the gentleman from Missouri | 
[Mr. FinkeLnpure] has made. I have not 
undertaken to say that this showing is correct; | 
my object is to show that it is all incorrect. | 
What I stated, and what I now repeat, is that 
according to the information obtained by the | 
Census Bureau, as shown by this report, there 
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chised. The next highestin number is Rhode 
Island, with two thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-five persons thus disfranchised ; and it 
goes on down until some States have but afew 
hundred, and some of them less than one 
hundred so disfranchised. 


The point I desire to make is that this whole 
table is utterly inaccurate; it is not reliable ; 
it is not made in pursuance of any law; it is 
without weight, and consideration is not given 
to itat the Department. In this connection 
i send to the Clerk’s table and ask to have 
read an extract from the report of the Com- 
That report has not 
yet been printed; it is at the Government 
Printing Office. But the Superintendent of 
the Census has kindly furnished me with this 
extract, which contains his views and his opin- 
ions in regard to this matter. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


“To schedule No. 1 two inquiries were added 
(Nos. 19 and 20) in compliance with what was be- 
lieved to be the requirements of the fourteenth 
amendment to the Constitution. The first was 
intended to obtain the number of male citizens of 
the United States in each State of twenty-one 
rears and upward; the second, to obtain the num- 

er of such citizens whose right to vote is denied or 
abridged on other grounds than rebellion or other 
crime. No anticipations were entertained that the 
results of these inquiries would be of value for the 
purpose for which directly they were introduced 
into the schedule, but it was believed that, in the 
absence of any legislative provision for determining 
these two classes of the population, in order to carry 
out the requirements of the fourteenth amendment, 
the Department would not be clear if it neglected 
to make the attempt, it being the only executive 
organ through which, without such special provis- 
ion, the information could be obtained, and the 
present being the only time for ten years when the 
attempt could be made. 

**The census is not the proper agency for such an 
inquiry. The questions of citizenship and of the 
denial of suffrage to rightful citizens are mixed 
questions of law and fact, which an assistant mar- 
shal is not competent to decide. No particular value 
is attributed to the results of these questions, so far 
us the original object is concerned, but incidentally 
it is believed information of value has been ob- 
tained. The count thus required of the total number 
of male citizens above twenty-one in each State and 
inthe United States, while it perhaps has not author- 
ity enough to bo used in reducing the representative 
rights of a sovereign State, has yet been carefully 
made, and is believed to be as exact as most statis- 
tical results. The information is of a kind never 
before obtained in the country, and has certainly ar 
important bearing upon political philosophy and 
political history in the United States.”’ 

Mr. MERCUR. Iealso send to the Clerk’s 
desk and ask to have read an extract from a 
communication received by this House yester- 
day from the Secretary of the Interior, cover- 
ing a portion of the same ground. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“‘It is necessary to state, in transmitting these 
tables, that the Department is disposed to give but 
little credit to the returns made Tee assistant mar- 
shals in regard to the denial or abridgment of suf- 
frage. The unfavorable judgment of the Depart- 
ment in respect to this single class of statistics is 
formed, first, from the application of certain statis- 
tical tests, and second, from a consideration of the 
agencies employed, which are not deemed adequate 
to the determination of the numerous questions of 
difficulty and nicety which are involved.”’ 


Mr. MERCUR. Mr. Chairman, that is all 
that I desire to say upon the question which 
arises On the application of the fourteenth 
amendment of the Constitution. I now wish 
to say a few words bearing upon the substitute 
and the amendments. When I had the honor 
to address the House a few days ago, [ had not 
since last session refreshed my recoilection in 
regard to all the intermediate steps by which 1 
arrived at the ratio of representation. I gave 
the starting point and the conclusion, but | 
omitted some part of the intermediate pro- 
cesses, which would have made the manner in 
which [ arrived at it more clear and specific. 

In the first place, the Union now consists 
of thirty-seven States. Four of those States, 
Delaware, Nevada, Nebraska, and Oregon, 
have each a population so small that, but for 
the express provision of the Constitution that 
each State shall have at least one Representa- 
tive, they would not be entitled to a Repre- 
sentative on this floor under any apportion- 
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ment. I start out by giving to each of those 
four States one member. That disposes of 
them. There remain thirty-three States. I 
ascertained by successive experiments—by 
dividing by a smaller number and by a larger 
number—what would bring out a result of 
about two hundred and eighty members. Per- 
mit me to say that I think two hundred and 
eighty members are about the number that 
appeared to meet the approval of this House. 
We should not have too small a number; we 
should not have too large a number. Too 
emall a number imposes duties too onerous 
upon each member of the House; for I need 
not say to any member who has long sat upon 
this floor that his duties here are twofold. 
One portion of them is to participate in the 
legislation of the country; another portion is 
to represent his constituents before the several 
Departments of the Government in this city ; 
and it takes about as much of the Representa- 
tive’s time to do the latter as to discharge his 
official duties in this House. 

Having these thirty-three States to dispose 
of, and desiring not to ignore large fractions, 
I set about experimenting as to what number 
of inhabitants would, if adopted as the ratio, 
best reach that end. I found that by taking 
as the ratio of representation 137,800, and 
dividing the population of each of the thirty 
three States by that number, it gave in even 
numbers two hundred and fifty-eight mem- 
bers. Adding these two hundred and fifty- 
eight members to the four given to the smaller 
States increased the number to two hundred 
and sixty-two members. I then examined 
the fraction which each State had after divid- 
ing its whole population by 137,800. There 
must be, I thought, some dividing line where 


a fraction if very large ought, as appeared to | 
me,to be represented; where the fraction was | 
small, it did not seem necessary that it should | 


be. On looking over the fractions remaining 


in these thirty-three States, I found that eight- || 


een of them had each a fraction greater than 
one half of 137,800, while thirteen States had 
fractions less than one half of that number. 
Therefore, where the fraction was less than 
one half,I allowed no additional member to 


those States; but in every case where the frac- | 


tion was greater than one half,I allowed an 
additional member. 


Now, some persons appear to have the idea | 


that by the allowance of this fraction with 
reference to particular States, some partiality 
is shown; and I observe that one of the news- 


papers states that Pennsylvania gets an addi- | 


tional member in consequence of the fraction. 
It is true she does; but eighteen States get an 
additional member in consequence of having 
a fraction greater than one half. ‘hose States 


are Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con- || 
necticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylva- | 
nia, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Geor- | 
ga, Kentucky, Arkansas, Michigan, Texas, | 


Adding the | 


owa, Wisconsin, and Kansas. 

additional members of those eighteen States 
to the two hundred and sixty-two that I had 
previously procured, the whole number was 
brought up to two hundred and eighty. 

But the bill presented here by the gentleman 
from Illinois as amended by him seeks to go 
further. It seeks to disregard this divisional 
line as to whether they have a fraction greater 
than a moiety of the ratio or not, and seeks to 


ee an additional member each to Illinois, | 
fissouri, and Ohio. Now, I feel regret at being |, 


compelled to antagonize our friends in those 
three great States. It seems to me that the 


line of division we have adopted is the true | 
one, and just as soon and as often as we depart | 


from it we will lay ourselves liable to partiality 
and injustice to the other States. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. | ask the gentleman | 


to yield to me for a moment. 
Mr. MERCUR. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I know the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania does not intend to 
misrepresent any one. I understand him to 





| bill two hundred and eighty-three. 
_ point out the injustice to which it leads. 








| posed to it. 


{ will do so fora question. | 
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| state that the bill presented or advocated by 


me disregards the fraction of more than a 
moiety in the cases of Ohio, Missouri, and 
Illinois. 
Mr. MERCUR. The gentleman understands 
me correctly when he adopts my line of division. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. That is not what i 
mean. 


Mr. MERCUR. That is what I have been 


| discussing. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I do not adopt his 
ratio. I do not adopt anybody's ratio. I take 
the figures. I take the population. I take 
two hundred and eighty to start with, as he 
does ; but when you adopt two hundred and 
eighty you will find that some States have frac- 
tions entitling them to another member. You 
cannot make it precisely two hundred and 
cighty. 

Mr. MERCUR. Excuse me if I do not 
yield further to the gentleman. He says he 


| divides by 280, but he does not stop with two 


He ends by making his 
I wish to 
Let 
us cite the case of Ohio. Adopting my ratio, 
the State of Ohio would have a fraction of 
47,060. He seeks to give her an additional 
member. Yet under my ratio the State of 


hundred and eighty. 


| Vermont has a fraction of 54.951, a larger 


fraction than the State of Ohio. Notwith- 
standing that faet, the gentleman from Illinois 


‘|| would give Ohio an additional member and 


leave Vermont without one. I say whenever 


_ you depart from that true line, excluding all 


those which have less than a moiety, you do 
injustice to some State. You'cannot carry it 
out on any other fixed rule and do justice to 
all the States. 

It seems to me the question for the House to 
settle is how many members you desire this 
House to be composed of. If you desire it to be 
composed of two hundred and eighty, then the 
bill I have had the honorto present makes it two 


'| hundred and eighty, and gives to each State 
| which has a fraction greater than one half an 


additional member, and withholds an addi- 
tional member from those which have less. It 
is true you can assume some otherratio. You 
can take some other basis. If this House shall 
say it shall consist of two hundred and eighty- 
three members, then the gentleman would be 
right in giving to those three States an addi- 
tional member; that is, he would be right so 
far as he goes, but he would be wrong in this, 
that is, in stopping there, because the State of 
Vermont has a greater fraction than the State 
of Ohio. So, Mr. Chairman, it appears to me 
the great question first to be determined is, how 
many members do we desire the House of 
Representatives shall hereafter consist of? If 
it is to consist of two hundred and eighty, | 
submit, no fairer, no more just, no more equi- 
table apportionment can be made than that 
contained in the substitute I have had the 
honor to submit. 

Mr. NIBLACK. Mr. Chairman, it was my 
intention not to submit any remarks on this 
bill, or on the substitute, until I should get the 
opportunity of offering an amendment to the 
substitute ; but, as I am apprehensive I may 


| not be able to get the attention of the House 


again while this subject is under consideration, 
I will now indicate my views in regard to this 
bill and some of the pending amendments pro- 
For my own part, sir, I am 
entirely content not to enact any legislation 
on this subject at all; but to allow the appor- 


| tionment to be made by the Secretary of the 


Interior under existing laws. Still I have no 
objection to considering the question, ond fix- 
ing by an act of Congress the number of 
Representatives to which each State shall be 
entitled, inasmuch as questions often arise 


| about the assignment of members to fractions 


of ratios which may exist in certain States, 
and which is really the most delicate duty to 
perform in regard to this matter of an appor- 
tionment. 


| by taxation. 


| 
} 
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But, sir, I am, and have been ever since thj, 


} 
| proposed new apportionment has been mMOoted 


earnestly opposed to any very great INCreage 
of the number of members of this House, | 


| know, sir, that in a form of government jj, 


ours, a representative form of government, ;; 
is desirable in many cases to make the Rep. 
resentatives as numerous as possible, in ordo, 
hat not only the average sentiment of tha 
country may be properly represented, but tha; 
local interests, and local prejudices, if yo, 
please, may also be considered, and may 
represented in the body composed of Repre 
sentatives of the people. But. sir, there mys: 
be a limit to this beyond which we canno; 
safely go. Under our Government, including 
the States and all subordinate municipalities 
every officer receives a compensation. Thi; 
compensation which the officers receive j; 
drawn from the people in some shape or othe; 
While, therefore, in some re. 
spects, it is desirable that this House should be 


| composed of a comparatively large number of 
| Representatives, I sincerely believe that the 


present number of two hundred and forty-one, 
as fairly as can be, does represent not only the 
sentiment of the country, but the interests of 
every portion of it. And, indeed, sir, as g 
practical question, I think our present num. 
ber is not only quite great enough, but js 


ii 
a 
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better than a larger number would be, for 


| the reason that it is more practicable for 


all the members of a legislative body to 


| participate in its legislation, when the num. 


ber is not so large as to be unwieldy, than 
when the number is so large that necessarily 4 
| small proportion of the members must do tue 
business, as is necessarily the case when the 
body of members is so great as to be unwieldy, 
Now, so far as [ have been able to get inform. 
ation on this question, the practical result of 
enlarging any representative body to a muci 
larger limit than exists now in this House, in 
point of numbers, is to throw the business mor 





and more into the hands of committees and o! 
| the chairmen of committees, and to practical; 
exclude a large portion of the House frou 
any participation in legislation, further than 
to vote ‘‘yes’’ or ‘‘no’’ after the business ha 
been matured and presented to them for their 
votes. I think, therefore, that no practical 
| good can result from very much enlarging this 
| body. 

| Then, too, the Hall is not constructed to 
| 

1 

| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


/ accommodate a much larger number. I do not 
think we are prepared now to go into the busi: 
ness of building a new Capitol or new House 
of Representatives for the sake of accommo: 
| Gating a few additional members, twenty, 
thirty, or forty, who might be elected undera 
law to be enacted by us. I think we ought 
| not to be called upon either to enlarge the 
present Hall, in order to accommodate a few 
more Representatives of the people, when the 
effect of it is only to create that additional 
number of offices to be filied by distinguished 
gentlemen, citizens of the country, while no 
practical good is to be accomplished by it. 
But, Mr. Chairman, the great question afier 
all resolves itself into this—is there no point 
at which we shall actually enter upon the work 
of reform, upon the work of retrenchment and 
economy? We have not only to support our 
national Government, which used to be one of 
| our lightest burdens in respect of taxation, but 
we have to support our State organizations, 
which are increasing in importance every day. 
which are becoming moreand more expensive, 
more and more burdensome, and have to be 
supported by direct taxes from the people. 
We have, too, our county organizations, which 
are also daily increasing in importance, ané 
becoming more and more expensive. Then, 


sir, we have our city and our town organiz* 
tions, and in most of the States we have ou! 
township organizations; and all these have t0 
_be supported by taxes drawn from the people 
in some shape or other. 

The tendency, sir, in this country for years, 
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at least, during all the time that I 
any connection with public affairs, 
to inerease the number of offices 
and officers in every one of these divisions 
and subdivisions of our Government. One 
gravest apprehensions I have had for 
years past in connection with our political 
future is that we are so increasing the num- 
her of offices, and by this means, among 
others, so inereasing the burdens of taxation, 


certuinly, 
have had 
has been 


of the 


that ; ; 
danger, sooner or later, of a collapse by the 
weight of the official machinery which we are 
placing upon it. Why, sir, go among the tax- 
payers, the property-holders in your cities, in 
your large towns, in your communities where 
thrifty and prosperous men are accustomed to 


our form of government is absolutely in | 


live and to carry on their business and occupa- | 


tions, and you will find that they all cry out 
avainst the rates of taxation imposed upon 
them by the various departments and sub- 


divisions of Government, State and national, | 


which they have to support. Our States are 
governments, each independent for some pur 
poses, and to be supported by the people. 
rhey are divided up into cities, towns, coun- 
ties, and‘townships, and the people have to 
pay taxes to keep up the organizations of those 
municipalities. 


These State governments and | 


municipalities are the home governments of | 


the people, and without them the Federal Gov- || 
Hence they || 


ernment itself could not exist. 
have to be supported by the vitalizing power 
of taxation at whatever cost. 

Unless, therefore, some practical good is to 
be accomplished by increasing materially the 
members of this House, we ought not, as a 
matter of economy, to so increase our num- 
bers. The pay of each member is not. the 
only expense which is entailed upon the Gov- 


ernment. There are other incidental expenses, | 


and this proposed increase of forty members 
would add nearly one fifth to the expenses of 
the House of Representatives. Nor is that 
all; their election would entail other burdens 
incidentally, which, in the aggregate, would 
amount toa considerable sum of money. How- 
ever desirable in some respects it may be to 
make some additional places for our friends 


at home, a strict regard to economy, a strict | 


regard to that simplicity in our form of gov- 
ernment which constituted in the eyes of those 
who framed it one of its greatest merits, re- 


quires that we should not greatly increase the | 
The pro- | 


number of Representatives here. 
posed increase would not give any real advan- 
tage to the South and West, as it is sometimes 
claimed, if the apportionment in each case is 
made fairly. New England will lose six mem- 


bers if we retain the present limit as to the | 


number which shall constitute this House; but 
the six lost by New England will be gained by 
other States, mostly of the West and South, 


tions will be the same if the number of Repre- 
sentatives shall be either enlarged or reduced. 
But New England ought not to complain if she 


should lose those six members, because -she | 


will still have her twelve Senators, although 
her population and territory are both smalier 
than the State of New York. New Engiand 
will still, therefore, have sufficient influence in 
the Congress of the United States, and no cause 
of complaint on that account. 

But that is not all, sir. I see a paragraph 
going the rounds of the papers to the effect 
that in the two Houses, as at present consti- 
tuted, there are forty-seven sons of New Eng- 
land hailing from the different States of the 

-nion; so that there need be no apprehension 
that that section of the country will not be 
well taken care of under any system of ap- 
poruonment which we may adopt. Therefore, 
Mr. Chairman, when the proper time arrives, 
when we shall reach the substitute proposed 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. 


Mercur,} which I regard as better in some || 


respects than the original bill, I shall move to 
amend this substitute so as to make the num- 
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ber of Representatives two hundred and forty- | 


one, and if that shall fail, I shall then offer an 

amendment, fixing it at some number not 

greatly in excess of the present number, say 

| two hundred and fifty, earnestly believing that 
there ought not to be any substantial increase. 

Sir, if we have not the power, if we have 

| not the courage to practice a litthe economy 
and retrenchment in matters affecting our own 

body, I do not really see how we can complain 

of an increase of the offices in other depart- 

ments of the Government. One of the sub- 

jects most earnestly discussed now in the pub- 

lic joucaals, in political conventions, and in 

all the political centers where the condition 

of the country is being especially considered, 

is how to get rid of the very large number of 

ofhces which we have connected with the 

executive department of the Government, in 

the collection of the revenue, and in fact in 

all the other departments of the Government. 


lf we increase the number of the members of | 
this House, | donot know with what grace, with | 


what sort of assurance, we can go before the 
country and ask that there shall be a diminn- 
tion in the number of offices in the other 
departments of the Government. It is an 
| indication that we are willing to inerease the 
number of offices simply for the sake of 
magnifying the legislative department of this 
Government, without reference to the neces- 
sitiesof the public service. For my own part, 
| Il will not vote for any bill which shall very 
greatly increase the number of members of 
this House. 

1 now yield the remainder of my time to the 
gentleman from New York, [ Mr. Cox. ] 

Mr. COX. I understand that my friend 


leave to-morrow, and [ will yield to him. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. 
this committee more than five or ten minutes. 
I am induced to do that only.from what i un- 


to the constitutional question with which we 
are compelled to deal in our consideration of 
this bill. I understand the opinion has been 
expressed by certain gentleman upon this 
floor, for whose opinion I have the very high- 
est respect, that in making this apportionment 
we may not take into consideration any depri- 
vation of the right to vote in theseveral States 
| on account of lack of intelligence, or lack of 
property, or the like. 

Now, it is to express my own convictions in 
regard to that subject that I desire to say 2 
| word ortwo. Iam very confident that those 
gentlemen must be wrong. I know there are 
| difficulties that we will encounter of a practical 
character, perhaps also difficulties of princi- 
ple, in the application of this constitutional 





for-instance: it is said that a lack of residence 
is a cause of disfranchisement that comes 
within the purview of the fourieenth article of 
amendment. My own State of Ohio, for ex- 
ample, requires that a man shall reside in the 
State for one year before he shail be permitted 
to vote. Now, if we go to extending these 
classes beyond those that have been alluded 
to by the gentleman from ‘l’ennessee [ Mr. 


to take in that class, and to reduce the repre- 


mit certain males over twenty-one years of 
age to vote until they have resided in the 
State for one year. Now, my reply to that is, 
that is a mere regulation to secure the purity 
of election; it does not go to the fundamental 
right at all. It is like the requirement that a 
man shall reside in the county for thirty days, 
or in the township for twenty days, or that he 
|| shall not vote by proxy, but shall go to the 
| pollsin person. It is like those requirements. 
| Mr. DAWES. Like the registry law. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. Yes, sir; like 


| the registry law, as suggested by my excellent 








\| frtend op my left, [Mr. Dawes, ] and does not 


sentation of Ohio, because she does not per- | 
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affect the matter of the right to vote. But 


| when we get away from the class of require- 


amendment that all men who cannot 


from Ohio [Mr. SHeLLaBarGer] wishes to } 


I will not detain | 


derstand has been said in this debate in regard | 


provision, but, I think, not any that are either || 
| insurmountable or very grave. ‘Take this idea, | 
and the relative strength of the different sec- |) 


Maynarp] and others, we will be compelled | 


ments that relate to the matter of protecting 
the purity of elections, and go to extending 
the deprivations beyond those, you do come 
within the operation of the fourteenth article 
of amendment, and you do then touch the 
magnitude of States’ rights and powers in this 
Hall. Suppose we permititto be enacted in this 
the first law that we pass under this fourteenth 
read or 
write shall be counted out; or that all men who 
shall not come up to some other and higher 
standard of education shall be counted out; that 
all who are not astronomers and cannot eal- 
culate an eclipse shall be counted out; you 
may in a State fix it arbitrarily as you please ; 


you may cut down the right to vote of all 
men whose standard of intelligence may not 
be in aecordanece with the ideas that the 


State Legislature may have at any time. 

Now | say it was the design of this consti- 
tutional amendment, and it was a benelicent 
one, that wherever a State may choose to do 
that thing—and the State may do it—the 
fourteenth amendment does not take away the 
power of the State to do it. You in Massachu- 
setts may establish your qualifications of intel- 
ligence, or you in New York and Rhode Island 
may establish your property qualifications as 
you may please, but you take the consequences 
in their effect upon your power in this House ; 
you have your choice. The design of this 
constitutional amendment was that the poor 
man, the ignorant man, the colored man, 
should be secured, should be guarantied his 
right to vote ; that the States should not de- 
prive him of his right of representation, except 
by taking the consequences of not having in 

his Hall representation for those of his class. 

That is to say, if a State decides that a man is 
not good enough to vote, the State shall thereby 
be regarded as saying that he is not good 
enough to be represented here. In other 
words, we are not to have the old slave sys 
tem—the learned men voting for the unlearned, 
on the theory that the latter are not competent 
themselves to vote. The principle of the con- 
stitutional amendment is a correct one ; and I 
appeal to the Representatives of the people to 
enforce it now and here. 

Thisis all, Mr. Chairman, that I designed to 
say. I doubt whether, under the operation of 
the figures furnished by the Census Bureau, we 
shall really have anything to do with these 
fractions. I understand that, as a matter of 
fact, the numbers disfranchised are too small, 
perhaps, to result in any changes as to the rep- 
resentation of the several States, and that so tar 
as this particular case is concerned we are 
brought under the operation of the rule, that 
the law does not care about little things. 

Mr. HOAR. I would like toask the gentle 
man in what class he would place persons dis- 
franchised on account of the non- peyment of 
a tax? 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. 1 would place 
such a requirement in the same class as the 
requirement of an educational qualitication—a 
thing which, if the State resorts to it, operates 
to abridge its representation in this Hall. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call the attention of the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. SHELLABARGER] to one consequence of 
his very remarkable discussion of this consti- 
tutional point. Yesterday, as the House will 


| remember, a communication came here from 


in the Globe. 


i} 


the Census Bureau. At my request it was put 
We to day have had read to us 


by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 


| Mercur| a communication which shows that 


this table prepared by the Superintendent of 
the Census was prepared on the same sort 0: 
information, through the same agencies, and 
with the same sanctity and solemnity as the 
rest of the census. For certain purposes, this 
table isto be taken, if not as the very best 


| evidence, as good and suflicient evidence of 


the facts and figures stated. It gives in detail 
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the number disfranchised in the various States 
enumerated. Now, [| think that the remark 
made by my friend from Ohio needs some 
qualification in one reg ird. There could be 
no more complete testimony, even for action 
on the general question of apportionment, than 
the official returns of the census. I do not 
care whether authorized by legislation or not, 
they are authorized, as the Superintendent of 
Census in his communication states, by the 


paramount law—the fourteenth amendment of | 


the Constitution. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. 
proposed to ask me a question. 

Mr. COX. I hope the gentleman will hear 
me out. Ido not care so much for the form 
of my statement. 
take which I think the majority of this House, 
if not all of its members, om made. The mis- 


I thought you 


take consists in deducting the number of dis- | 


franchised persons in the different States from 
the ratio of representation or from the frac- 


tional portion of the ratio, without giving effect | 


to the Constitution itself in a very peculiar 
clause. To that clause I will call earnest at- 
tention. I willthen drawthe conclusion, which 


I think arithmetic, interpretation, and our oaths | 


to the Constitution fairly require. That con- 
clusion will satisfy all that some of the States 
are rated too highly in their representation. 
Ohio is one of them. Massachusetts comes 
within a thousand of being in the samé@ cate- 
gory. MRhode Island is certainly in that posi- 


tion. There are others, as to which I have not | 
If gentlemen will only follow the | 


calculated. 
rule of three, and at the same time the Consti- 
tution, they will find that there is a different 
mode of calculation from that which has been 
heretofore attempted by the gentlemen from 


Pennsylvania [ Mr. Mercur] and from Illinois, | 


{[Mr. Farnsworru.] The tourteenth article 
of amendments to the Constitution provides 
that— 

“When the right to vote at any election for the 
choice of electors for President and Vice President of 
the United States, Representatives in Congress, the 
executive and judicial officers ofa State, or the mem- 
bers of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of 
the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty- 
one years of age, and citizens of the United States, 
orin any way abridged ’—— 

I call particular attention to this language: 
‘or in any way abridged ”— 

That is, cut off in part, limited, or affected— 
“except for participation in rebellion, or othercrime, 
the basis of representation therein shall be reduced 
in the proportion which the number of such male 
citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citi- 
zens twenty-one years of age in such State.”’ 

This requires us to resort to the rule of 
three. Take, for instance, Rhode Island. The 
whole number of her a is 217,353. 
According to this table, which I take to be 
a solemn act of the Government, resulting 


froma sworn and vigilant performance of duty, | 


there are 2,835 people disfranchised in that 
State under her election law of 1842. Her male 
citizens of twenty-one years of age and upward 
are 43,996. If you cipher in accordance with 
the Constitution you will find that 13,728 should 
be deducted from the whole population, 217,353, 
leaving 203,625, 
a member, deduct from this. 203,625, 136,219, 
the ratio for two hundred and eighty mem- 
bers, as reported from the Census Bureau; 
or take, if you please, the ratio of my friend 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Mercur,] which is 
137,800, and you will find that Rhode Island 
falls beneath the moiety. She is, therefore, 
not entitled to two members—only one. She 
comes down by the first deduction to 67,406, 
less than one half of the moiety fixed in this 
table from the census department, which is 
$1,234. And it is still worse when you apply 
it to the bill of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. Mercur,] for he makes the ratio 
137,800. This is your boasted calculation of 
the apportionment of your new era! So if you 
pursue the Constitution in respect to all these 
S'ates, and take as a basis the figures which 


The gentleman made a mis- | 


To ascertain the fraction for | 
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| ment, has collated for your action, you should 


send this bill to an intelligent committee of 


simple arithmeticians of honest impulses for || 


revision. 
Again, Ohio has disfranchised 2,551 of her 


| voting male citizens over twenty-one years of 








| ments and you are avoiding their effect. 


i 


| 


age. I donotcare, for this argument, how the 
abridgment of suffrage is made. It is enough 
for me just now that your officer of the census 
reports the number. The Constitution says, 
‘of it be abridged in any manner.’’ I do not 


| know but my friend from Ohio is right when 


he says that the Ohio abridgment is a matter 


of protection, and pertains to the purity of || 


elections. But whether that be so or not, we 


have this official and careful return made on | 


some careful data. It shows that Ohio abridzes 
her voting population 2,551. The male vote 


over twenty-one is 593,000, while the whole | 
population is 2,655,260. The calculation shows | 


that there is only a fraction of 35,596, which 


is less than the half of 137,800, according to | 


the bill of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{[Mr. Mercur,]} and Jess than one half of that 
of the census table. Massachusetts, as I have 
said, comes within 1,000 of losing one member 
under this constitutional rule. As to the other 
States, I will not inquire into them justnow. I 
have said enough to illustrate the absolute dis- 
regard of Constitution, census, and equality 
contained in the bills before the House. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I wish tocall the atten- 
tion of gentlemen on the other side of the 
House to a matter notaltogether arithmetical. 

You made this constitutional amendment. 
I know what you made it for. You made it 
to hold it in terrorem over the southern States. 
You used it as a lash te make them adopt 
negre suffrage. You did nv know that it would 
apply to Ohio or Massachusetts. Oh,no! You 
did not know—or if you did, you were reckless 
in your partisan aims—that it would apply to 
Rhode Island. In that State they disfranchise 
men according to law when they do not happen 
to own $134 of real estate or property which 
rents for more than seven dollars per annum. 
This is the Rhode Island law : 


‘Seco. 1. Every male citizen of the United States 
of the age of twenty-one years, who has had his 
residence and home in this State for one year, and 
in the town or city in which he may claim a right to 
vote six months next preceding the time of voting, 
and who is really and truly possessed in his own 
right of real estate in such town or city of the value 
of $134, over and above all incumbrances, or which 
shall rent for seven dollars per annum over and 
above any rent reserved, or the interest of any in- 
cumbrances thereon, being an estate in fee-simple, 
fee-tail, for the life of any person, or an estate in 
reversion of remainder, which qualifies no other 
person to vote, the conveyance of which estate, if by 
deed, shall have been recorded at least ninety days, 
shall hereafter have a right to vote at the election 


of all civil officers, and on all questions, in all legal | 


town or ward meetings, so long as he continues so 
qualified.”’ 

You did not know that it would strike as well 
the intelligent State of Massachusetts, where 
they require reading and writing as the pre- 
requisite for the suffragan. Butitdoes. ‘The 
engineer is hoist with his own petard.’’ You 
thought to strike the South, to compel them 
to negro suffrage; but you have struck your- 
selves and now you wriggle over it. [Laugh- 
ter.] Oblit is pitiful. Why do you not stand 
by the Constitution, or the amendments which 
youmade? We Democrats have made a *‘ new 
departure, *’ 
are taunted for accepting them. Very well. 
We stand by the amendments as we have 
always stood, as you know, by the old and 
unamended organic law. We take the amend- 
Now 
enforce your pet ideas. Why do you not? You 
have ingrafted them, after much eloquence and 
labor, on the Constitution. Your excuse is 
that there is no law to carry out the funda- 
mental constitutional law | have quoted. For 
shame! You dodge the ‘higher law’’ you 
made. You undertook to disfranchise the 


‘| South, or rather to decrease their representa- 


tion unless they accepted your negro suffrage. 


your Administration, pursuing your pet amen’- {| Does anybody here dispute this, your pitiable 


on the amendments at least. We | 
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|| predicament? Is there any one who does p,; 
| know the constitutional effect of this amenq. 
| ment? I hear not one word. ; 
|| I did intend, Mr. Chairman, to argue the 
|| question so handsomely presented by my hop. 
| orable friend from Indiana, (Mr. Nipiacg.) 
|| bat I fear the House, which has listened to pa 
|| so heedfully, may wish to adjourn, and I qy 
| not now propose to proceed on that subject: 
| and, if there be no objection, I will postpone 
_my further remarks until to-morrow. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, 
I desire to call the attention of the House to 
one or two points pertinent to this debate. |p 
doing so I shall not reply to the remarks of 
the gentleman who has just taken his seat. He 
| is trying to make some party capital out of 
this subject, and to some extent, | admit, he jg 
justified in his criticism. 

Mr. COX. Yes. sir; fully justified. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The language 
of this amendment seems to me unfortunately 
chosen, and I do not believe that those who 
put itinto the Constitution saw, at the time, tle 
‘| full scope and extent of its meaning. Ag,q 
matter of history, it was intended to declare 
simply that where suffrage was denied or 
abridged in any State on account of race, or 
color, or previous condition of servitude, rep. 
| resentation should be diminished in the pro. 


portion of such denial and abridgment. And 
that was a wise and a just proposition. But, 


I believe, as a matter of historical fact, that 
when the article was pending in Congress, 
some one suggested, in the spirit of a similar 
criticism made by Madison in the consti- 
tutional Convention, that the word ‘servi. 
tude,’’ or ‘‘slavery,’’ ought not to be named 
in the Constitution as existing or as exercising 
any influence in the suffrage ; and hence this 
negative form was adopted to avoid the use of 
an unpleasant word. But, in adopting the 
negative form, with a view to the exclusion of 
only two classes, they did as a matter of fact 
exclude many classes, who were manifestly 
not in the mind of the authors of the amend- 
ment at the time. Thus they made the back 
of the blade cut as sharp as the edge itself. 
| The whole case is a striking illustration of the 
danger of attempting to reach an object indi- 
| rectly where there was a direct road which 
|| led to the same end. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the Constitution is here, 
| in the words that have been quoted several 
| 

| 

| 








times during this debate. Can we obey its 
requirements? If so, how? Or, shall we 
neglect it? The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Mercur] says we may neglect it, because 
the Constitution does not execute itself and 
Congress made no law to provide for taking 
the statistics necessary to its execution. | 
wish to call that gentleman’s attention to a 
matter of history which, I think, will answer 
his argument. The House of Representatives 
passed at the beginning of the last Congress a 
very elaborate bill, in which the carrying out 
of this specific clause of the fourteenth amend: 
ment was provided for, and the method pre: 
scribed by which the statistics called for under 
the fourteenth amendment should be obtained. 
That bill passed the House after eleven days’ 
debate, but the Senate came tothe conclusion 
that the old law for taking the census, the law 
of 1850, was good enough, and the committee 
which had charge of the subject reported on 
the 7th of February, 1870, a bill as a substi: 
tute for the House bill, in these words: 

‘**That the Secretary of the Interior be directed :0 

| to change the schedule and blanks to be used in 
enumerating the inhabitants of the United States 
in 1870 so as to make the same conform to the Con- 
stitution of the United States.” 

These words were proposed as a substitute 
for the House bill of some thirty or forty pages. 
Afier a long deba’e, it was declared by Sen- 
ators that this substitute was unnecessary; 10! 

| that, as my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Mercvr] affirms, the Constitution would not 
execute itself, but that it would be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Interior to make bis 
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Mr. KERR obtained the floor. 

Mr. RANDALL. Will the gentleman yield 
for a motion that the committee 

Mr. KERR. I will. 

Mr. RANDALL. I move that the commit 
tee now rise. 

‘| he motion was agreed to. 
committee accordingly rose; and the 
having resumed the chair, Mr. Bur 
rinToN reported that, according to order, the 


now rise? 


The 


Spea ke r 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had had the Union generally under 
consideration, and particularly the special 


being House bill No. 
portionment of 


order, 243, for the ap- 
Representatives to Congress 
umong the several States according to the 
ninth census, and had come to no resolution 
thereon, 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 
Mr. BLAIR, of Michig 


indefinite leave of absence for 
Mr. Fosrer, of Michigan. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER asked and obtained 
leave of absence for ten days. 


an, asked and obtained 
his colleague, 


NEW YORK CITY BANKS, 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York, by unan- 
imous consent, submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to ascertain whether any of the banks in 
the city of New York, organized under the banking 
system of the United States, are in any way con- 
cerned or interested in promoting an artificial 
searcity of money, and to report the same to this 
liouse, 

ENVELOPE MANUFACTURE, | 


Mr. RANDALL, by unanimous consent, pre- | 
sented the following petition; and the same 


was ordered to be printed in the Daily Globe: 
To the 


Nenate and House of Repre sentatires 

in Congress assembled - 
petition of the undersigned, envelope manu- 
facturers, printers, and stationers, respectfully rep- 
resents that the United States Government, through 
the Post Office Department, has been for some time 
past manufacturing and selling envelopes at or below | 
their cost to the Government, in the city of New 
York, and delivering the same through the mails to 
all parts of the country free of charge, at a loss to 
the Post Office Department of the cost of transport- 
ution, handling, &c., estimated at$1 65) per thousand 
envelopes, on the basis referred to in the Postmaster 
General's report for 1869, (page 34;) and, in addition, 
are printing on the same gratuitously for merchants | 
and others, requiring a Jarge and expensive clerical 
force to receive, copy,and transmit orders for the 
same,at atotal estimated loss to the Department for 
the year 1869 of $154,489 70, while on the increased 
business of 1870 and 1871 it cannot be far short of 
$200,000, To this action of the Government we most 
respec tfully submit the following 


The 


Ohje etiona, | 


That the stamped envelopes so manufactured 
by the Post Office Department are furnished exclu- 
sively for sale, and not for Government use. 

That the manufacture and sale of stamped en- 
velopesand printing on the same by the Government 
gratuitously is an unjust and improper interference 
with your petitioners’ trade. 

That the Government thereby becomes a pow- | 
erful competitor against all envelope manufactu- 
rers, privters, lithographers, stationers, and dealers 
throughout the country, for business which should 
be conducted solely by private citizens and with 
private capital. 

That the Government, by soliciting orders for 
envelopes by its thirty thousand postmasters, comes 
upon the market as a retail dealer, offering to print 
them without charge, in direct competition with en- 
velope manufacturers, printers, stationers, and otber 
dealers, none of whom can afford to print envelopes 
for their customers gratuitously. 

5. That the Government delivers envelopes 
through the mails to all of its thirty thousand post 
offices without charge tothe consumer, overburden- | 
ing the mails, adding tothe free matter (now charge- 
able to Congress under the franking privilege) many 
hundreds of tons annually, and increasing the rates 
charged by transportation companies for the mail 
service, and while your petitioners are compelled to | 
pay for such tr ansportation they cannot compete | 
with the Government, which has its printing and 
ure ee portation done at the expense.of the public. 

That supplying stamped envelopes at less than 
ma. benefits only large firms and corporatiéns who 
are abundantly able to pay a profit for making and 
printing envelopes. 

7. That by this interference of the Government 
their business is largely diminished, their machinery 
reduced in value, and it operates as an invidious dis- 
crimination against your petitioners, and one not 
made against any other class of manufacturers, and 
constitutes a dangerous precedent, which, if fol- | 
lowed in other departments of the Government, on | 


all articles requiring a stamp, would powerfully 
tend to discourage private enterprise, and concen- 
tratein the Government unwarrant: ible powers. 


Suggestions as to the Remedy. 

hould Congress not deem it advisable to abolish 
ax sale of stamped envelopes, then your petition- 
ers respectfully suggest that it would be but an act 
of justice to them to pass an amendment to the 
present law authorizing the sale of stamped envel- 
opes, and requiring: 

That the Post Office Department furnish envel- 
opes to the public at ten per cent. above actual cost 
and not at cost, as atpresent. This would assist in 
making the Department self-sustaining, as well as 
in some degree heipthe trade, 

2. The amendment to the Post Office appropriation 
bill passed by Congress at its last session, providing 
‘that no envelope as furnished by the Government 
shall contain any lithographing or engraving, and 


no printing, except printed request to return the | 


letter to the writer,’ 


nent law, as it expires July 1, 1872. 


’ should be made into a perma- | 


, Should Congress not prohibit the printing of | 


business cards, then all stamped envelopes printed 
to order, with the name, address, and business of 
the party ordering them,should be charged one dol- 
lar per thousand extra, which is less than ordinarily 
charged by printers andstationers. 

That allstamped envelopes with business cards 
printed on them, and sent through the mails, should 
be charged with postage, same as other printed 
matter, which cost of transportation is estimated at 
$1 44 per thousand, from data given in the Postmas- 
ter General’s report for 1869, page 34. 

Your petitioners theretore pray that such legisla- 


tion may be acopted by your honorable bodies as | 


may relieve them from injurious competition. 
FRAUDS IN THE NAVAL SERVICE. 

Mr. L. MYERS, 

introduced a bill (H. 

ter detection and 

naval service; 


by unanimous consent, 
R. No. 615) for the bet- 
prevention of frauds in the 
which was read 


| second time, ordered to be printed, and to be 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. SCOFIELD moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was referred ; 


on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SNAPP. I move that the House now 
adjourn. 

Che motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
(at four o’clock p. m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 


' under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


committees : 

By Mr. CHIPMAN: 
Dulaney, for a pension. 

3y Mr. COBURN: The petition of Thomas 
A. Dillon, in relation to his claim for bounty. 

By Mr. DAVIS: The petition of James 8. 
Wheat, Benjamin Stanton, and others, of West 
Virginia, praying the passage of a law author- 
izing an additional term of the circuit court 
of the United States to be held in the city of 
Wheeling in the district of West Virginia. 

3y Mr. HARRIS, of. Virginia: 
of manufacturers of tobacco at Lynchburg, 
Virginia, praying a uniform tax of sixteen 
cents per pound on manufactured and smoking 
tobacco. 

By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of Jere- 
miah Peck, of Connecticut, for an amendment 


| of the tax laws. 


By Mr. KETCHAM: 
Bogardus, jr., late second lieutenant fourth 
United States infantry, asking to be restored to 


| his former rank in the regular Army. 


By Mr. LAMPORT: The petition of R. L. 


| Adams and others, relating to printed envel- 


| opes, Ke. 


| 
j 
| 
i 


By Mr. MONROE: The petition of George 
Olmstead and 12 others, citizens of Elyria, 
Ohio, asking for legislation in regard to the man- 
ufacture of envelopes by the Post Office Depart- 
ment. 


By Mr. L. MYERS: 


A reeolaion of the city 


of Philadelphia, asking the repeal of the Uni- | 


ted States tax on gas consumed in the public 
lamps of said city, and on all illuminating gas. 

By Mr. PLATT: The petition of Edward 
Cavendy, for compensation for the invention 
of tripods for taking zenith observations at 
sea, Kc. 


a first and | 


The memorial of Jane | 





} 


and also || 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid | 





A petition || 


The petition of L. H. | 
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petition of John J. Crittenden, Charles Vy, 9 
Wright. ; 
| and Barnett Jones, to change the name 0; 
the American coasting vessel known as the 


| ers, to change the present mode of furnishi; ng 


| 





| haste to pass the bill which this petition prays 


| press their satisfaction with the settlement 0! 





December 12 


Also, the petition of Mrs. Mary A. Dodd, o; 
P ortsmouth, Virginia, for a pension. 

By Mr. PRICE: The memorial of y,, 
Margaret S. Fain, widow of W. C. Pajy’ 
praying for a pension. a 

By Mr. RANDALL: A petition of 
envelope manufacturers, printers, and s station 
ers, remonstrating against the present syste 
of sale of stamped envelopes by the Py, 
Office Department. 

By Mr. SHERWOOD: The petition of Hy). 
rison Gibson & Co. and others, of William: 
port, Pennsylvania, protesting against 
manufacture and sale of envelopes by the Pp 
Office Department. 

By Mr. TOW ae 


arvana 


YD, of New York: Tj, 


Name, Cornelins C. Jones, Garrett P. 


Andrew Stewart. 


By Mr. 1 WICHELL: The petition of Rand. 


Avery & Co., and others, printers and station; 


the Post Office Department with envelopes, X¢. 


By Mr. VAUGHAN: The memorial of J, 


L. Beasley and 45 others, citizens of the couny 7 


of Shelby, Tennessee, praying for the refund 
ing of the cotton tax heretofore collected. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 13, 1871. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. Ney. 
MAN, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was 
read and approved. 
COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


The Vice President appointed Mr. Anruoyy 
to fill the vacancy upon the Committee o 
Privileges and Elections and Mr. Craciyt 
fill the vacancy upon the Committee on Agri. 
culture, under the order made yesterday. | 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SUMNER. I present the petition o! 
the ‘Twenty-first District Republican Club o! 
Washington, and also of the executive com 
mittee of the Workingmen’s Association 0! 
Washington—a Re ‘publican club and he 
workingtmen uniting in the same petit 
They set forth that there exists ‘ta wicked and 


| unjust discrimination against citizens of colo: 


in the District of Columbia and in the States,” 


| and they ask Congress to adopt the supp 


mentary civil rights bill now pending. lhiey 
say, ‘* By so doing you will perform an act o/ 
justice, and send to the hearts of thousand 
who at present are denied the common right 


| of men and women throughout the entire cou: 


try a thrill of joy for such a reasonable and 
just consummation.”’ This is signed ‘William 
T. Davis, chairman of the Republican club,” 
and ‘“‘J. B. Mansfield, secretary ;’’ also by 
‘James G. Marshall, president of the Work- 
ingmen’s Association,” and * Aaron Brad: 
shaw, secretary.’ 

In presenting this petition I desire to express 
my joy that the workingmen of the country 
unite with the colored men in asking for equa! 
rights. I regard that as a good sign, and | 
hope the Senate will take notice, and will make 


for. I move that the petition lie on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN, I present the memorial 
of the Ohio yearly meeting of Friends, held a at 
Salem by adjournments from the 28th day 0 
the eighth month to the 31st day of the same 
month, of this year, in which they wish to ex 


grave difficulties with Great Britain by ar): 
tration, and pray that all the powers of the 
Government may use their influence with the 
Governments of the world for the settleme 

of all national difficulties in some similar way, 
that the disarmament of al] nations may there) 
be brought about. I move the reference 0! 


an 
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. memorial to the Committee on Foreign 
ive sions. 
he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON presented petitions of citi- 

ns of Essex, Russell, Lowell, and Hinsdale, 
\[acsuchusetts, praying the repel of the duty 
. salt: which were referred to the Committee 

}’inance. 

‘fr. SCOTT presented the petition of Emma 
Moore. of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
ad wand legatee of the late Commodore 
idwin M. Moore, praying for the payment of 
nrorest on a claim which she alleges to have 

ey unjustly withheld from her by the Gov- 
rnment trom the 3d day of March, 1857, to 
\nril 11, 1869: which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CRAGIN presented the petition of the 
children of Mrs. Harriet dela Palm Baker, 
lect 1, daughter and legal heir of the late 
1‘ sutenant Colonel Frederick H. Weissenfels, 
of the army of the Revolution, praying a dona- 
tion of land to them by the Government in 
oayinent for services rendered by Colonel 
\Veissenfels ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

lie also resented petitions of citizens of 
Hanover. Mount Vernon, Bradford, Wolfbor- 

woh. Gilmanton, and Dunbarton, New Hamp- 
shire, praying the repeal of the duty on salt; 
which were referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. SPENCER presented a petition of cili- 
zens, tax-payers, of the city of Mobile, Ala- 
bama, praying the repeal of the duty on salt; 
which was referred to the Committee on 


‘ 


iC 


linance. 

Mr. PRATT. I present the petition of W. 
8, Single and others, citizens, publishers, and 
stationers at Lafayette, Indiana, praying Con- 
sress to abolish the sale of stamped envelopes 
by the Government, or to modily the existing 
law authorizing their sale in certain particulars 
pointed out, so as to relieve them from unjust 
competition. I move its refereuce to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LOGAN presented the petition of 
Joseph J. Petrie, praying compensation for 
services rendered to emigrants in the Sacra- 
mento valley in 1849 and 1850; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of Ann M. 
Marshall, widow of Captain Patterson Mar- 
shall, deceased, praying to be allowed a pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. BLAIR presented papers in relation to 
claims of certain citizens of Glasgow, Mis- 
souri, praying remuneration for certain prop- 
erty destroyed by military authority during the 
late war; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

_Mr. EDMUNDS. I present nine petitions 
signed by sundry citizens of different parts of 
the State of Vermont, asking the repeal of the 
duty on salt. These petitions, although evi- 


dently gotten up by some association and sent | 


| 
| 


| 


| that case again, and I wish to get leave to 


| withdraw the papers which were then pre- 


sented from the files of the Senate and have 
them referred to the Committee on Finance. 

rhe PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pome- 
ROY in the chair.) The Senator from Arkan- 
sas asks unanimous consent to withdraw certain 
papers. The Chair hears 
no objection, and the order to withdraw will be 
entered 

On motion of Mr. SCOTT, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Captain Samuel 
Adams, praying compensation for services rendered 
and expenses incurred in the exploration of the 
Colorado river of the West, its tributaries, and the 
country adjacent thereto, be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate and referred tothe Committee on 
Claims. 


Is there objection ? 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. PRATT, fromthe Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 163) for 
the relief of Mrs. Martha L. House 


Russell, 


reported it without amendment, and submitted 


areport thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. 
FUNERAL EXPENSES OF DECEASED OFFICERS. 
Mr. FENTON. The Committee to Audit 
and Control the Contingent Expenses of the 
Senate, to whom was referred a resolution pro- 
viding for a certain payment to the daughters 
of the late John C. Burch, have directed me 
to report it back and recommend its passage ; 
and I ask that it be put on its passage now. 
By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded 


| to consider the following resolution submitted 


' usage of the Senate. 


by Mr. Nye on the 11th instant: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to pay, out of the contingent fund of the 
Senate, to the three daughters of John C. Burch, 
deceased, late minute and Journal clerk of the Sen- 
ate, $150 for his funeral expenses, and a further 
allowance equal to three months’ pay of his annual 
salary. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I think this has not been the universal 
It is something that has 
grown up recently. Ifit is proper to be done 
in all eases, I think it would be better to estab- 


| lish a general rule for the practice of the Sen- 


| is not allowed at all. 


ate. I believe that in the case of Senators it 
We are only allowed 


yay up to the time of death. I will inquire of 


| the chairman of the Committee on Contingent 
| Expenses what the practice of the Senate has 


| Was 


around to be signed, no doubt express the || 
opinions of these gentlemen, and I do not | 


know but that they represent the opinions of 
the whole body of our people in Vermont; but 
I always wish to submit with a qualification 
petitions of this character, that evidently ema- 
nate from some central source, and do not seem 


to be very spontaneous. I move the reference | 


of these petitions tothe Committee on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
Mr. RICE. 


withdrawal of some papers; but I desire first 
'o make a statement in regard toit. I pre- 
sented a petition some sessions back for the 
relief of William J. Patton, a collector in 
Arkansas, and owing to the fact that he could 
not get his accounts settled in the Department 
the case was reported back adversely. 


I wish an order made for the | 





His || 


been. 

Mr. FENTON. The Senator from Nevada 
has a list of the cases, I think. 

Mr. NYE. I will say, in reply to the Sen- 
ator from Vermont, that [ find on examination 
that allowances of this kind have been usual 
ever since 1824. On February 9, 1824, $100 
allowed to the widow of Samuel Turner 
for funeral expenses. ‘They could bury people 


cheaper then. On February 21, 183%, the Sen- 


ate attended the funeral of Edward Ware, 
assistant doorkeeper, and paid all the ex- 
penses; Mr. Ware left no family. OnJanuary 
13, 1841, $500 was allowed to the widow of 
Stephen Haight, Sergeant-at-Arms, and the 
expenses of conveying his remains to Ver- 
mont, and of the funeral there. In addition he 
was allowed his salary to the end of the term 
for which he was elected. On April 2, 1846, 
$500 was voted to the widow of Edward Dyer, 
late Sergeant-at-Arms, for funeral expenses, 
and salary to the end of the term for which he 
was elected. On May 14, 1846, $150 was 
allowed to the family of James Timms, late 


|| Postmaster of the Senate, for funeral expenses, 


and salary to the end of the session, and also 
the allowance then usually granted to the em- 
ployés of the Senate, namely, two months’ pay. 
On December 15, 1858, $150 wasvoted to the 
unmarried daughters of Isaac Holland, late 


|| assistant doorkeeper, for funeral expenses, 


and three months’ salary. On March 5, 1863, 
$500 was voted to the widow of J. C. bitzpat- 
rick, late pay clerk in the Secretary's office. 


| On July 9, 1866, $300 was voted to the family 


of William Hickey, late Chief Clerk of the Sen- 


accounts are now in a condition to present || ate, for funeral expenses, and his salary for 
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| fore 


} Senat 


SO 


the residue of the year in which he died. On 
March 30, 1868, S800 was allowed to the fam 
ily of Noah Smith, late principal legislative 
clerk, for funeral expenses, and two months’ 
pay in addition, 

There are other precedents of like character, 
all of which show an existing custom of the 
Senate since 1824; and certainly if in any case 
it was deserved, it was in the case of my friend, 
the late Journal clerk, John C. Burch. 

Mr. FENTON, The precedents which have 
been referred to by the Senator from Nevada 
vame to the knowledge of the Committee on 
Contingent Expenses, and they directed me to 
report back another resolution referred to that 
committee with that now before the Senate, 
which I hold in my band, to make an allow 
ance to the family of John W. Jones, who had 
charge of the stationery department of the 
Senate, and died during the recess. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am told that the cus 
tom has been uniform to give to the employés 
of the Senate au allowance fully equal to this, 
and in some cases more. In the case of a 
former Secretary of the Senate, Mr. Dickins, 
who died during my service here, his family 
were allowed a full year’s extra pay, together 
with his funeralexpenses. In the case of one 
Sergeant at Arms, the allowance was 
The amouut fixed in this resolution seems to 
be small 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This being a reso- 
lution appropriating money out of the contin- 
geut fund, is to be treated, according to the 
twenty-sixth rule, like a bill. It will there- 
be considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, reported to the Senate, and read the 
the third time. The question is, ‘*Shall it 
pass?”’ 

The resolution was passed, 


S500, 


Mr. FENTON. Thesamecommittee instruct 
me to report the resolution in regard to Mr. 
Jones; and J ask that the same disposition be 
inade of it as in the preceding one. 

‘Lhe Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the following resoiu- 
tion, submitted by Mr. Suerman on the Lith 
instant: 


Resolred, That 


the Secretary of the Senate be 
direeted to 


pay out of the contingent fund of the 
» to the widow of John W. Jone *, deceased, 
late keeper of the stationery of the Senate, $150 for 
his funeral expenses, and a further allowance equal 
to three months of his annual salary. 

The resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to a third read- 
ing, read the third time, and passed. 


>) 
BILLS INTRODUCED, 
Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 377) for the relief of the legal repre 
sentatives of the late George T. Wiggins, of 
Keokuk, in the State of lowa; which was read 
twice by its title, and, with the papers in the 
case already on the files of the Senate, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 878) granting lands to aid in the construc 
tion of railroads in Florida, and to secure rail- 
road connection with the nearest harbor to 
Cuba and other West India islands; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Commitiee on Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8. 
No. 379) for the construction of a public build 
ing at Chicago, Illinois; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Pub 
lic Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 

rinted. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If there are no other 
bills to be introduced, I desire to move that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of the 
bill for the removal of political disabilities. 
CONKLING. I have a bill which I 
wish to introduce. 


Mr. 








i 


Se 6 RO ike, 


86 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
ority under the rule. 

Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous 
consent obta ned, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 376) to provide for a building for the use 
of the post office, United States circuit and 
district courts, and internal revenue offices at 
Utiea, New York; which was read twice by 
ita title, referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. WILSON. I move to take up the joint 
resolution from the House in regard to the pay 
of persons in Government employment. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. ThreeSenators 
are on the floor with morning business, which 
has priority unless by unanimous consent. 

Mr. RICK. The bill (S. No. 245) amenda- 
tory of an act authorizing the construction of a 


That has pri- 


bridge across the Arkansas river, passed the 
Senate last spring, went to the House, and was 
returned here amendment.  [ wish to 


make a motion that the Senate non-concur in 


with an 


the amendment of the Hlouse, and esk a com- 
mittee of cont 

Phe VICK PREIESIDEIENT. 
unanimo 


rence, 
That will require 
is consent at 
have risen with morning business. 
Mr. SAWYER. I desire to make a report. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
receive it. 


CENSUS DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. SAWYER. IT have been directed by 
the members of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions who are present in the city to report 
back the bill (H 
deficiency in the appropriations for the ex 
penses of takingthe ninth census of the United 
States, and to ask for its immediate consider- 
After the bill is taken up, if Senators 
desire it, | wiil make a brief explanation of it 

Mr. TRUOMBULL. 


amnesty bill this 


ation. 


' morning, and | wish to get it 
up without antagonizing it with anything else. 

Mr. SAWYER, It will not take three min- 
utes to dispose of this bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
does not take time. 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill to sur ply deticiencies in the ap- 
propriations for taking the ninth census. It 
appropriates the following sums: for the pay- 
ment of marshals and assistant and deputy 
marshals, $203,000; for clerk hire and mis- 
cellaneous expenses, SI87.000, 

Mr. SAWYER. 
made 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
explanation. 
I think. 

Mr. SAWYER. If nobody objects to it, I 
do not want to explain it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


The appropriations already 


We do not want any 
Kverybody understands the bill, 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPurrson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed the following bills; 
in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
requested : 

A bill (H. R. No. 106) for the relief of pur 
chasers of lands sold for direct taxes in the 
insurrectionary States; and 

A bill (EH. Rt. No, 457) to place on the naval 


pension-roll the names of the widows and minor | 


children of Newton H. Adamsand John Ruden- 
stein. 


The message further announced that the | 


House had passed a resolution, in which the 


concurrence of the Senate was requested, pro- | 
viding that there be printed for the use of the’ 


Comptroller of the Currency two thousand 
copies of his last annual report, 


CURRENCY REPORT. 
Mr. ANTHONY. 


this time, as Senators 


It. No. 612) to provide for a 


i desire to get up the 


I will not object if it 


' and what salaries or allowances ought to be reduced 


| ought to be curtailed. | 


| lie service are now made as to provide for with- 
| drawing the public service from being used as an 
| instrument of political or party patronage. 


The concurrent resolur | 
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tion which has just come from the House of | 
Representatives for the printing of additional | 
copies of the report of the Comptroller of the 
Currency is precisely similar to the one which 
passed the Senate yesterday. I move, there- 
fore, that it be put upon its passage. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, it will be considered as referred to | 
the Committee on Printing and reported back, 
and the question is on concurring in the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be | 


printed for the use of the Comptroller of the Cur- 
rency two thousand extracopies of his recent report. 


The resolution was concurred in, 
PENSION AGENTS. 
Mr. EDMUNDS submitted the following | 


resolution; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be in- | 
structed to inquire whether any additional legisia- 
tion is needful to provide further guards against 
unfaithfulness in the care and disbursementof public 
moneys by pension agents, 

COMMITTEE ON RETRENCHIMENT, 


Mr. ANTHONY. I offer the following 
resolution, and ask for its present considera- 
tion: 


Resolved, That a standing committee of seven, to 


be known as the Committee of Investigation and 

Retrenchment, be created to investigate and report 

on such subjects as may be committed to it by the 

Senate, such committee to be elected by the Senate 
| as other standing committees, 


to consider the resolution, 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, if this 
| resolution is to be adopted, creating a stand- 
ing committee of the Senate for the purpose 
of making investigations to bring about re- 
trenchment and correct abuses in the Gov- 
ernment, I desire that it should be vested with 
the same powers that were conferred on the 


Some objections are made to a joint commit- 
tee of the two Houses for this purpose. It 
| will be remembered that I introduced some 


| days ago a resolution providing for a joint | 


| Committee on Retrenchment, and now the Sen- 
ator from Khode Island introduces a resolu- 
| tion for a standing committee of the Senate 
| on retrenchment. 
| retrenchment and correct abuses in the Gov- 
| ernment, and I 
whether it be done by a joint se!ect committee 
of both Houses or by a standing committee 


| of the Senate, if one is as thorough as the | 


other. I will move, therefore, to amend the 
resolution of the Senator from Rhode Island 
by adding to it the following: 


And that said committee be instructed to inquire 
into the expenditures in all branches of the service 
of the United States, and to report whether any 
and what offices ought to beabolished; whether any 
what are the methods of procuring accountability 
in public officers or agents in the care and disburse- 
ment of public moneys; whether moneys have been | 
paid out illegally; whether any officers or agents, | 
or other persons, have been or are employed in the | 
public service without authority of law or unneces- 
sarily; and generally how and to what extent the 
expenses of the service of the country may and 


_ And also to consider the expediency of so amend- 
ing the laws under which appointments to the pub- 


That said committee be authorized to sit during 
the recess of Congress, to send for persons and 
papers, and to report by bill or otherwise; and that 
said committee may appoint a clerk, 

Mr. ANTHONY. The amendment which | 
the Senator from Illincis proposes covers the 
ground of subjects which will be referred to 
this committee; but I think it is much better 
to appoint it as we appoint all the other Com- 
mittees, and then the Senator from Illinois can 
move to refer to this committee the subjects 
embraced in hisamendment. We have a Com 
mittee on Nayal A ffairs, but in constituting that 
committee we do not say that to that commit- | 
tee shall be referred all subjects relating to the | 





By unanimous consent the Senate proceeded | 


| joint select committee which formerly existed, | 


| powers. 


My object is to get at the | 


have no preference as to | 
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Navy. We have a Committee on the Judiciary 
but we do not say that to that committee shall 


| be referred all projects of laws and amend. 


ments of laws; and yet we do refer to th 
Naval Committee all matters relating to the 
Navy, and we do refer to the Judiciary Coy 
mittee all matters relating to the judiciary. 
and undoubtedly to this committee we shou 
refer the very subjects which the Senator ha: 
proposed to refer to it by his amendment, | 
should vote to refer those subjects to this coy. 
mittee immediately after its formation, but | 
think it is more parliamentary and orderly, 
more in conformity with the usage of the Sep. 
ate, to state the name of the committee ay, 


| its object, if at all, very generally. 


A committee of the Senate is undoubtedly 
better than a joint committee for this purpose, 
We have now the legal ability of the Senate 
divided upon the question whether a witness 
can be punished for contempt for refusing 19 
testify before a joint committee ; and one House 
of Congress cannot discharge a joint commit 
tee, I suppose, from the consideration of a sy) 
ject which has been referred to it. A com. 
mittee of the Senate with a corresponding 
committee of the House works much more 
readily, more handily, and, I think, more efi. 
ciently. 

Now, if the Senator from Illinois will with- 
draw his amendment, and allow the resolution 
to pass as it is, and then offer a resolution 
referring to this committee the subjects whici 
he has embraced in his amendment, | shai 
cheerfully vote for it. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I hope 


| that in organizing this Committee on Retreneh:- 


inent we shall pursue the ordinary usage of 1! 

Senate. There is ove striking difference |)- 
tween the action of the House of Representa 
tives and of the Senate in the organization o 
standing committees. The rules of the Sen- 


| ate merely provide for the organization of 


the committees subject to the future action 6 


| the Senate as to the matters which shall |} 


referred to them, and without defining their 

lor instance, we have one general 
rule providing for the organization of filleen 
or twenty committees. It provides that certain 
committees shall be appointed, namely: ‘a 
Committee on Privilegesand Elections, to eon- 
sist of seven Senators; a Committee on [or 
eign Relations, to consist of seven Senztors: 
a Committee on Finance, to consist of sev 
Senators,’’ and so on. ‘The duties of thes 
several committees are not defined by our rules 
because they are subject entirely tothe will of 
the Senate, to be altered and changed from 
time to time. On the contrary, by the rules 
of the House of Represent:tives the duties 
of each committee of the House are define! 
expressly, and there is a constant controversy 
between the committees on the floor of the 
House as to their respective duties growing ou! 
of the definition in the rules. 

Now, Mr. President, when we organize @ 
Committee on Retrenchment, as a matter ol 
course every one knows what that means. You 
cannot make the definition broader than the 
word, because the word is known, and Ww 
definition can make it any broader. As to the 
power to send for persons and papers, to sum 
mon witnesses, to go about, if necessary, and 
take testimony—ail these are powers whic) 
are conferred upon any committee of this bovs 
whenever the commiitee itself asks for then. 
I would not myself, in any case, unless it was 
@ gross case, where an abuse of power mig’! 
result from it, refuse to give thesé requisile 
powers on the request of the committee. 

Why not, then, let this committee stand like 
all other committees? and if any proposition 
is introduced and referred to this committee, 
and it sees proper in that particular case 
send for persons and papers, an intimation 0! 
that kind from the committee, or a resolution 
of that kind introduced here, would be followe® 
by the authority being conferred as usual. Wby 
not pursue the same course in the organizatiod 
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of this committee? It seems to me that the 
attempt to define power always limits power. 
If,as I have no doubt is true, the Senator from 
Illinois desires a committee organized to have 
‘ower to investigate into all matters of re- 
trenchment, all matters of public abuses, let | 
the resolution be passed as it is presented, and 
+: will be very easy at any time for this com- 
mittee to call for the requisite power to invest- 
‘gate such matters. , eat 
| hope, then, the ordinary precedent will 
not be departed from. The only cases that I 
see where our rules define the powers of com- 
mittees are in the cases of committees which 
are in their nature joint, as for instance the 
Committee on Enrolled Bills, the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills, and the Committee on | 
Printing. The powers of these committees | 
are defined, because from their nature they are 
‘oint committees ; but so far as I can discover 
from an examination of the rules, there is no | 
deGnition of the powers of any other commit- 
tees of the Senate, whereas in the House of 
Jtepresentatives a number of pages of the book 
of rules is taken up in defining the duties of | 
the various committees. 

In practice, however, there can be no great 
difficulty in regard to this matter. I take it 
that when any Senator of any party will rise 
in his place here and make an allegation 
affecting the integrity of a publie officer in his 
oficial capacity, or suggest a mode of retrench- 
ing the expenditures of the Government, there | 
will be no trouble in referring that matter to 
this committee with ample powers to investi- 
gate it; but I doubt very much either the 
expediency or the necessity of giving the com- 
mittee these ample powers in advance. We 
should always wait until the partivular case 
arises, when the necessary authority will be 
conferred by the Senate. For instance, sup- 
pose we desire to intrust this committee with | 
the investigation of the recent defalcations in | 
the Treasury Department—a very proper sub- 
ject of inquiry. We might in that case be 
willing to give them enlarged powers to send 
for persons and papers, even to the derange- 
ment of the business of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, in order, if possible, to correct any 
abuses that might have arisen there or to 
expose any frauds that might have occurred. 
But there might be cases where a different 
subject-matter would be referred to this com- 
inittee, where such powers ought not to be 
given; and no committee of this body ought 
to have unlimited power to send for persons | 
and papers, to examine into private affairs, to 
do that which is forbidden to be done in many 
cases by the Coustitution of the United States. 
Unless the power is expressly conferred in a 
given case by the Senate itself upon the refer- 
ence of a subject to the committee or at the 
re juest of the committee, it ought not to have | 
such unlimited power. 

_ IT see no necessity in this case for departing 
from the usual course, in the organization of 
standing committees in the Senate, of allowing 
the extent of the powers of the committee to 
be decided in each case when it arises on the 
reference of a subject-matter to the committee. 
this is the view i take of it, and I shall there- 
fore vote against the amendment of the honor- | 
able Senator from Illinois. | 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, weall agree, | 
or profess to agree, and I have no doubt we 
are all sincere in it, that we desire to do every- 
thing here that can be done to prevent abuses 
or to correct them when they have occurred. 
Now, sir, a proposition was brought in to ap- | 
point a joint committee with certain powers, | 
aud they are the powers that were given to 
Joint committees in past years. It is thought | 
best to have a Senate committee, a standing 
committee of this body, to be not only astand- | 
ing committee now, but to continue perhaps 
in years to come as astanding committee of 
the Senate, whoever may be President of the | 
United States. It isa general proposition, | 
which has nothing to do with any abuses that | 
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have grown up recently or at any other time, 
but applying to the general service of the coun- 
try, and I think applying for years to come. 

I want to see such a committee in this body. 
I hope when it is established the Senate will 
not last long enough ever to do without it, for 
I believe that it will take all the vigilance of 
the President, of the members of his Cabinet, 
of the Senate, and of the House of Representa- 
tives, to keep the hands of thieves out of the 
Treasury of the United States. Not only do I 
believe that it will apply to the time in which 
we live, but I believe it will do so until at any 
rate there is a wonderful reform in our whole 
country in relation to all the affairs of business 
of every kind and degree. 

I do not suppose that any Senator proposes 
this measure as a war on the Administration 
now existing. I do not suppose that any Sen- 
ator believes that it is so aimed. For one, I 
think every Senator here would disclaim that. 
It is a general proposition looking to the ac- 
complishment of a great good. Iam for such 
a committee, and I am for its being a Senate 
committee, to avoid the very difficulty which a 
joint committee has already encountered in 
regard to witnesses. 

Now, sir, the proposition is to establish this 
committee to accomplish the very purposes 
suggested by the Senator from Illinois in his 
amendment. ‘The Senator from Rhode Island 
says he will vote for that proposition just as 
soon as the committee is ordered. Why, then, 
have an apparent division here in the Senate 
on that subject? If he is ready to vote for it 
when the committee is appointed, what is the 
difficulty in voting for it when you make the 
committee? Iam perfectly willing to vote for 
the committee, and then for the proposition 
of the Senator from Illinois; or I am willing 
to vote for the committee and for the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Illinois in one 
proposition. There is no real difference be- 
tween the two. It is only the difference 
between tweedledum and tweedledee. It is 
an apparent difference here when in reality 
there is none. If the amendment had not 
been moved by the Senator from Iltinois, | 
would have voted for the proposition before 
us for raising the commiitee, and then for this 
amendment as to the powers of that com- 


| 


no objection in the world to the appointment 
of a standing committee of investigation or 
retrenchment, a Senate standing committee, 
and I think it better than a joint committee 
of the two Houses. The reason suggested by 
the Senator from Massachusetts in regard to 
witnesses is suflicient of itself to show the 
advantage of a standing commitiee of the 
Senate. But it seems to me that if the reso- 


‘lution offered by the Senator from Rhode 


Island should pass without amendment, it will 


| be a complete reversal of the policy of the 


Senate for the last six years, | believe. You 
had a joint Committee on Retrenchment; 
you gave to it the amplest powers that per- 


| haps were ever given ta a committee by Con- 


gress. You constituted, in fact, a grand jury, 


| You did not say that it should inquire into such 


mittee: but as the Senator has chosen to move | 


it, and we all profess that we are willing to 
have it, why make a division here among our 
friends in regard to it? Therefore, I go for 
both propositions, and [ hope they will stand, 
and that Senators of large experience, having 


the confidence of the country, will be appointed | 


upon this committee, aud that everything will 
be, done which can be done this year, next 


year, before the presidential election, after | 


the presidential election; that, whoever is in 
power in this Government, there will be a 


committee of ‘his body true, faithful. vigilant, | 


always active to correct every abuse that 
grows up in the administration of the gov- 
ernment of the country. Abuses have existed 
in the past; they exist in the present; they 
will exist in all the years to come, more or 
less, depending entirely upon the vigilance of 
Congress, of the President, of the Cabinet, 


and the men appointed to fill responsible posi- | 


tions under the Administration. 

I hope, therefore, that we shall have no 
division here among us, but that we shall 
adopt both these 
understood before the country that this com- 
mittee is a standing committee of this body ; 
not a special committee, but a committee that 
we establish now as a reformatory measure ; 
that we expect it to stand as long as other 
committees stand in the Senate, and as long 
as such a committee shall be needed, and I do 
not look forward to the coming into power of 
any body of men in this country who can dis- 


propositions. Jet it be | 


pense with the utmost vigilance of the Con- | 


gress of the United States over the adminis- 
tration of this great Government. 


Mr. THURMAN. 


Mr. President, I have | 


| it saw fit to make, 


matters as you specifically referred to it from 
time to time, but you gave it authority to in- 
augurate investigations, not simply during the 
sessions of Congress, but in the vacation, and 
with the amplest power, so far as language 
could confer it, to make such investigations as 
You made it the duty of 
the committee to make investigations wherever 


| it had reason to suppose that any benefit could 
result from such investigations. [I am = not 


going into any history of that committee to 
show whether it resulted in any good or not, 
whether it presented bills of indietinent or not. 
My acquaintance with it, although L served on 
the committee for a brief space of time, is too 
limited to say whether or not the full duty of 
that committee was discharged. | know it did 
a great deal during the last few years, and | 
know that what it did, whenever the Senate 


| shall see fit to consider it, will be found to be of 
| great value to the Senate and to the country. 








Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator allow ne 
to make a suggestion to him? 

Mr. THURMAN. Cervainly. 

Mr. MORTON. He refers to the powers 
heretofore conferred upon the Commiitee on 
Retrenchment in regard to its investigation 
and the duties it performed, and says that it 
was actually in the nature of a grand jury. | 
beg to say to the Senator that the resolution 
offered by the Senator from Iilinois confers no 
such powers, either directly or by intendment. 

Mr. THURMAN. Whether that is broad 
enough, | donot know. If it is not, | am quite 
sure if my friend from Indiana will call the 
atiention of the Senator from Illineis to any 
defects or omissions in it, he will make it broad 
enough. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
tion existing before. 

Mr. THURMAN. But that was the idea 
of the Committee on Ketrenchment. It was 
always my idea that that committee might have 
pursued @ more vigorous course than it did 
during the six years that it had existeuce, with 
benefit to the country, and yet it was hardly 


Jt is the same resolu- 


| to be expected of it that it would consume the 


whole of the vacation of Congress with these 
investigations without any rest at all, and also 
di-charge the duty of these investigations during 
the session of Congress. 

Sut the difference with the committee to be 
raised on the resolution of the Senator from 
Khode Island, if it be passed without amend- 
ment, is that that committee will have cogni- 


'zance of nothing but what shall be referred to 


it specifically by the Senate. The argumeut 
will be immediately, if that committee is to 


| have an investigation, there must be some 


charge made against A B or against C D 
in open Senate, and then that charge referred 


to that committee ; that instead of its being a 


committee to hunt up abuses itself and report 
them to the Senate, the Senate is to find out 
the abuses and prefer them to the committee. 
That is the truth of it, and I undertake to say 
that if this committee is raised on this resolnu- 
tion of the Senator from Rhode Island, without 
amendment, and then the course is takeu that 
it is to have jurisdiction of nothing but such 
specific charges as may be referred to it by 
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the Senate, it will not be worth the paper the 
resolution 18 written on. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Ohio 
has expressed very clearly—— 

Mr. THURMAN. Whill the Senator allow 
me to interrupt him forone moment? Another 
reacon for the amendment of the Senator from 
Illinoia is, that the committee ought to have 
power to sit in the recess, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, the Sen- 
itor from Ohio who first addressed the Sen- 
ate [Mr. SHerman] has clearly shown the 
necessity of my amendment. He takes the 
eround that he would, on the request of the 
committee, give it power to send for persons 
and papers, and on the request of the com 
mittee, or of any Senator who should state that 
any particular case of abuse existed, he would 
vote to refer that case to the committee ; but 
is that the object of this The 
object of this committee, as | understand it, 
and of the old joint committee, which we had 
for six years, was to inquire into the abuses 
The very thing that we 
organize this committee for is to inquire into 
the expenditures in all branches of the service 
of the United States, to inquire whether any 
sal what 
are the methods of procuring accountability 


committee? 
of the Government. 


iries ought to be reduce d, to inquire 
mn publie ollicers and agents. low are we to 
know, how is the Senator from Ohio, or how 
ain L to know whether accounts are properly 
Here is a committee who, if 
you charge it with that duty, will ascertain. 
lhe Senator from Ohio. the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance, has not examined the 
accounts in the Treasury Department to know 
whether they are behind, to know what the 
means of insuring accountability are. He has 
not inquired to know whether paymasters’ 
behind, to know whether they 
have not been settled for years ; but we want 
a committee to investigate these things. 

Now, take the action of the old joint com- 
mittee, which discovered thut in the transmis- 
ion of between California and New 
York, each way, great frauds were practiced 
upon the Treasury, which discovered very great 
nbuses in the custom-house at New York. J 
have not the that that committee 
had when they came to investigate the matter. 
| want to clothe the committee with the power 
to make the investigation. The Senator from 
Rhode I[sland—— 

Che ViCk PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
IHinois will suspend his remarks, The morn- 
ing hour has expired, and the unfinished busi- 
before the Senate, upon which, when 
last under consideration, the Senator from Ver- 
mont [ Mr. Epmunps] was entitled to the floor. 
It is the resolution of the Senator from New 
York [{Mr. Conkttne] in regard to the defal- 
cation of J. L. Hodge, and the amendment 
offered thereto. 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator frem Vermont now yield to the Senator 
from Pennsylvania? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 

I was proceeding —— 

Mr. SCOTT. Will the Senator from Ver- 
mont hear a statement of the purpose for 
which I rose? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly. 

Mr. SCOTT. Having yielded to the Sena- 
tor from New York for the purpose of getting 
up this resolution, I desire, at the earliest 
possible moment, to give notice that I wish to 
have the resolution then under consideration 
disposed of—the resolution in relation to cer- 
tain witnesses—and if the Senator will yield 
for that purpose I will make a motion to post- 
pone the consideration of this resolution for 
the purpose of taking that up. If not, [ shall 
seize the first opportunity to do so. 

Mr. CONKLING. Had we not better dis- 
pose of this one now? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont is entitled to the floor. 


kept or not? 


accounts are 


; 


good 3 


information 


ness 1s 


I believe I had the floor. 


| but a moment. 


| dently mistaken. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. 
to anybody now. 

Mr. President, | was proceeding the other 
day, in reply to my good friend from Illinois, 
to show that he was mistaken, from the report 
of the Committee on Retrenchment, which 
was the text for the sermon that he preached 
on the conduct of his brothers and other peo- 
ple in this world; but I find on reading the 
New York Tribune of a day or two ago that I 
made a pretty heavy failure of it as far as I 
had gone, and I am so much discouraged by 
that that I am entirely willing to yield now 
until I can recuperate from that suggestion 
for half an bour or so, and let my friend from 
Illinois finish the speeeh he is now making, 
reserving, as soon as! can get courage enough, 
my right to go on. 

Phe VICK PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the unfinished business will be in- 
formally passed over, and the Senator from 
Illinois will continue his remarks on the busi- 
ness pending at the expiration of the morning 
hour, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will say to my honor- 
able friend from Vermont that I have not any 
speech to make. I shail d 


I must decline to yield 


letain the Senate 
If there was only the differ- 
ence which the Senator from Massachusetts 
thought between the offering of the amendment 
which I have offered now, and waiting until 
the committee is formed and then offering it, 
I should withdraw it at once and offer it after- 
ward. I should be entirely willing to do that 
if he were right about it; but, sir, he is evi- 
There is something more 
here than the difference between tweedledum 
and tweediedee. ‘The Senator from Rhode 
Island tells me he would vote for my proposi- 
tion, and the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Suer- 
MAN] gives us notice that he would vote to 
give this committee authority to make investi- 
gations on the statement of a Senator, or on 
the request of the committce he would give 
them power to send for persons and papers. 
1 want to vest this power originally in the 


| : : i 
| cominittee, so that they shall have it without 


having their attention called to the particular 
subject. I cannot express that in better lan- 


| guage than the Senator’s colleague expressed 


it. The object which I have in view in the 
creation of this committee, is to have a com- 
mittee that will itself inquire into these abuses 
if they exist, into the manner of keeping 
accounts, and try and correct them, without 
being moved upon by the Senate. I want this 
committee to get the information for the Sen- 
ate, and not the Senate to have the informa- 
tion and send it to the committee to investi- 
gate afterward. ‘here is the difference. It 
is very manifest, from what the Senator from 


| Ohio says, that he does not propose to have 


| called to their attention. 


| the committee vested with power to send for 
| persons and papers, vested with power to ex- 


amine into those abuses on its own motion, 
but it must be done when a particular case is 
I think such a com- 
mittee as that will amount to nothing. 

If we are in earnest, and I trust we all are, 
in trying to ascertain whether there are any 


| abuses in the Government, let us create a com- 


mittee with the power to make that inquiry. 
[t is no new thing to define the powers of a 


| committee. The Senator says we have not done 
| it in the Senate, but they have done it in the 


House of Representatives. When we createa 
new committee, as in this instance, there is ¢ 
propriety in defining its powers. There may 
be no necessity to define the powers of the 
Naval Committee of the Senate, orthe Com- 
mittee on Finance of the Senate; and why? 
We need not look at the rules to ascertain what 
their powersare. They are established by the 
practice and usage of the Senate ever since it 
had an existence. Much of our business here 
is done according to the custom or the prac- 
tice that has prevailed in the Senate from time 
immemorial; but we have no such custom or 
practice in regard to this new committee that 
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is proposed to be raised, and therefore there 
is a propriety in establishing it. When con. 
mittees were first formed, if the Senator y;) 
look back he will find that their duties wep, 
defined; but there is no necessity of definin, 
the duties of the well-established committe,. 
of the Senateany more than there is of defining 
by the rules the particular duties of the Clerk. 
Everybody understands what duties he jg. 
to perform according to the usages of legis|, 
tive bodies and the usages of the Senate, [p 
the Senator from Ohio—lI address myself par. 
ticularly to him, because the Senator from 
Rhode [sland did not make this objection—j 
the Senator from Ohio means that this com. 
mittee should have these powers, what earth!, 
objection is there to saying so? If he does yj, 
mean that, then the committee is to be shory 
of all its usefulness. If it is to have no power 
to initiate proceedings, is not to be understood 
as a committee formed for the purpose of going 


| without being moved upon, of its own motion, 


to examine as to whether abuses exist, whey. 
ever and wherever it thinks proper, then it wil| 
be a very useless thing to form such a comm. 
tee; and therefore I must insist upon my mo- 
tion to amend the resolution of the Senator 
from Rhode Island in the manner which | 
have suggested. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Illino's 
insists that this committee shall commence 
with extraordinary powers not conferred upon 
any committee of this body. The Committee on 
the Judiciary has a very high standing always 
in this body and a greatinfluence; yet the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary cannot send for per 
sons and papers, drag private affairs into pub- 
lic light, or do anything of the kind, unless on 
a case properly presented it has, by the sane- 
tion of the Senate, special authority to do so. 
The Committee on Foreign Relations, which 
has charge of all foreign relations, has no 
such power. It has no right to inquire into 
the private or public conduct of any one unless 
it takes the case to the Senate and seeks and 
obtains the requisite authority. The Commit- 
tee on Finance are compelled to examine into 
various branches of your revenue and expend- 
iture, and yet we dare not exercise the powers 
of investigating into private affairs or publ 
affairs of individuals without asking of the 
Senate special authority to do it. So with 
this committee. 

Why should a standing committee of this 
body now be organized armed with power to 
go all over the United States without limit, 
without any restriction upon their authority to 

| examine into persons and papers, to go and 
examine the private desks of individuals, to 
go and explore the secret recesses of every 
man’s household? Sir, I am amazed that 
such powers should be sought to be conferred 
in violation of the ordinary usages of the Sen- 
ate unless in a special case for special reasons. 
The joint Committee on Retrenchment was 
organized in this way, and [ may here say to 
the Senate that all its important duties (and | 
concede that it did a great deal of good) were 
performed in pursuance of special authority 
from time to time conferred. Under the res: 
olution introduced the other day that commit: 
tee would have no power to do anything except 
to examine into matters relating to retrench- 
ment, That was sufficiently pointed out in 
debate. The powers specially conferred upow 
it during its existence were given from time 
to time. My honorable friend from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Parrerson] himself intro- 
duced resolutions referring special subjects to 
it. The very subject the Senator alluded to 
was specially referred to it—the question of 
the ‘‘ free zone’’ of Mexico. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think, if the Sena- 

_tor will allow me, he is laboring under a 
misapprehension. When the Committee on 
Retrenchment was created it was vested with 
the very powers which I now propose. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. The Com- 


|| mittee on Retrenchment was organized as 8 


~ 
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‘nt committee. 
. powers of the committee, and so with the 
wommittees of the House of Representatives, 
‘+ js not usual when we establish a perma- 

: al standing committee ot the Senate, which 
-. within the power of this body and is to be 
eontinued time on without end. The Com- 
mittee on Retrenchment wasa mere temporary 
committee, which expired at the end of the 


coesion unless renewed, and it had to be re- | 


newed at every session by a concurrent reso- 
lation. It was a temporary exigency, and they 
were armed with extraordinary powers for a 
temporary purpose, and continued from time 
‘o time. Now the two Houses are taking up 
:hese matters by separate committees, and they 
are fatling back upon the ordinary usages of 
jevislative bodies. No committee of the House 
of Jtepresentatives has power of itself to send 

» persons and papers; that power is only 
conferred upon it by resolution of the House ; 
and yet it is here proposed to confer upon this 
new standing committee extraordinary powers 
which no committee of either body has. There 
‘s symething due to the rights of citizens as 
well as to the public service. 

(here is no practical difficulty in the matter. 
If any Senator hears that abuses occur in the 
Treasury Department or in the custom-houses, 
or in any specific matter, where he has either 

‘blie or private information, it is his duty to 
snake it known here, and in such case there is 
no danger but that the requisite power will 
be given. Any one of the Senators who are 
opposed to the present Administration may rise 
in his place any day and say that he is reason- 
ably satisfied that such and such a state of af- 


firs, exhibiting either publicor private frauds, | 


exists in any of the public Departments, and 
le can ask and demand an investigation, and 
nobody in the Senate dare refuse it. It has 
been done over and over again. It has been 
done in the House of Representatives repeat- 
edly, in Democratic times by Republicans and 
in Republican times by Democrats. Bat in 
order to allow a committee to exercise these 
extraordinary powers, there ought to be a 
specifie case presented, and they should be 
confined to a certain class of abuses. For 


instance, the Senator from New York has a | 


resolution which no doubt will be referred to 
this committee, if it be created, directing an 
examination into the defalcation of Paymaster 
Hodge. There can be no objection to having 
this committee authorized to examine all his 
papers, all his accounts, everything that would 
throw light on his transactions. 
you, because it is necessary in that case to arm 
the committee with this power, give it a right 


i} 


There it is usual to define || Tnourman] objects because the committee will 


not investigate matters of its own motion. 
That is a recommendation, in my view. I do 
not want a committee to investigate any mat- 


| ter unless there is sufficient ground for aceusa- 
| tion for it to be referred to them, and when- 
| ever anything comes to the knowledge of any 


member of acommittee that ought to be invest- 
igated, it is the duty of that Senator to make 
a motion in this body referring the matter to 


|| the committee, and it is done continually. 


Half the business that is referred to our com- 
mittees is referred upon the motion of the 
members of the respective committees them- 
selves. 

[ have not forgotten the eloquent remarks 


of the Senator from Ohio farthest from me | 


[Mr. TuHurman] at the last session, when we 
sent a committee to examine into the Ku Klux 
outrages. Although at thattime there was the 
strongest possible provocation, although the 
cry from plundered men, from the widows and 
orphans of murdered men, filled the whole 
country, [ recollect that my friend from Ohio 
thought it was very doubtful whether we were 
not exceeding our just legislative authority, if 
not our constitutional authority, in sending 
men Out to inquire into any case unless we 
had the specification and the accusation and 
the particulars in advance. Now it is pro- 
posed to appoint a committee, which, or any 


| member of which, may go into any part of 
|| this country, and upon the motion of the com- 


inittee, or upon the motion of that member 
under authority of the committee, may call 
before it any American citizen, may make him 


bring to it his books and papers, the records 


of his most private transactions, without any 
notice to him why he is sent for! ido not 
believe itis proper to appoint such a com- 
mittee as that. But when this committee is 
appointed, if it shall be upon the resolation I 


introduced, then if the Senator from Ohio, or 
| the Senator from Illinois, or any other Sena- 


| was very slight indeed. 


tor shall move to refer to the committee any 
subject, any matter which he will say has suffi- 
cient cause, has sufficient suspicion to entitle 
it to be investigated, there will not be a voice 
raised against it in the Senate; certainly mine 
never will be. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, when 
this subject was before the Senate the other 
day, the discussion as to the nature of the 
committee to be appointed for this purpose 
The subject seems 


' rather to have been opened in a manner 


But would | 


which in old times, when there was any such 
difference of parties as amounted to anything, 


| might have been called the opening of a presi- 


to go without limit, without restraint, without | 


definition, without accusation, without partic- 
lars, all over the United States with these 
extraordinary powers? It seems to me not. 
{here isadistinet line which ought to be drawn, 

I trust, therefore, that the ordinary course 
willbe pursued in raising this committee. | 


dential campaign. If I had been a stranger 
here and had not known that the politics of 
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new, such as reducing taxes and a variety of 
other things which no other means of reaching 
could be attained than that of reviving a com- 
mittee that expired in the last Congress! 

But of course, Mr. President, this would be 
an entire mistake on the present occasion. | 
am sure that no unconscious malady has 
attacked my honorable friend from Illinois. 
I am sure that he is looking with an eye single 
and an eye clear to the mere details of public 
administration. I am sure that he believes, 
as I believe, and I am sure that he knows as I 
know, (so far as any public man engaged in 
affairs can know about large operations, ) that 


' the administration of this Government for the 


|| the country were pretty much all one way, and | 


| had listened to the speech of an honorable 


| and respectable gentleman that I did listen to, 
'| I should have said that the presidential cam- | 
paign was about to be opened in form, and | 


would be the last man, { know, among my | 
fellow-Senators here to refuse this committee |} 


full power in a proper case, or in almost any | 


specifie case where an allegation was made 
either against a public officer or against a pub- 
ie office, or against any system of law; but I 
think we ought not to go beyond what the 
oceasion demands. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator from Ohio 
has anticipated what I had to say, and said it 
so much better than I could say it myself that 
I will only refer to a single point. 

It seems to me that the difference between 
what the Senator from Illinois proposes and 
what is proposed in the original resolution, so 
far as he desires, is merely a technical one. 


It is whether this committee shall be invested | 
In the beginning with all the powers with which | 


we can invest it and with which we do invest 
other committees from time to time, or whether 
it shall stand precisely on the same platform 
as allour other standing committees. ‘The 
Senator from Ohio farthest from me [Mr. 


that that mental malaria which 
obscures the eyes of great men, and of which 


the mental vision of the distinguished Senator 
who made a speech on that occasion, not 
alluding to myself, so that in seeing the bright- 
ness of a distant object he had gone into 


| what a Massachusetts Senator once called the 


‘‘sounding and glittering generalities’ of 
affairs with « view to open to the eyes of the 
American people the fact that we had sud 
denly fallen upon very evil times ; that instead 
of having improved public affairs after emer- 
ging from the war, and after having emerged 
from that condition of things which was rather 
worse than war in all civil respects—the 
period of the administration of Mr. Johnson 
—we had been rapidly growing worse and 


|| worse ever since, and that the whole people 


i} 
ih 


dering them in every direction and for reform 
in a dozeu respects that were of course entirely 


sometimes | 


| they are themselves unconscious, had obscured | 


| were crying aloud for vengeance upon the | 
| entire body of public officers who were plun- 


last three years, in respect to the fidelity of 
the whole body of its twenty thousand agents, 
leaving out deputy postmasters, will compare 
favorably with any administration that ever 
preceded it from the days of George Washing- 
ton to this day, when you take into consid- 
eration the number of persons necessarily 
employed in the Government now, compared 
to its early days, and the larger amount of the 
transactions that they are obliged to perform. 

Why, sir, we have had held up to us, as if 
it were a subject for the utmost astonishment, 
the fact that out of twenty thousand people 
engaged in the administration of executive 
affairs—and I believe the number is just about 
twenty thousand aside from deputy posimas 
ters—there have been recently discovered 
three or four, say half a dozen, if you please, 
or say a dozen cases of defaleation and pecu- 
lation by publie servants. Why, sir, there is 
no ground to be horrilied at that, unless you 
are to be horrified at the statement which is 
made every day, that the millennium has not 
come. As I said before, the proportion ot 


‘failures in fidelity by public agents within the 


last three years is less than it has been under 
any recent, and I think I am safe in saying, 
under any prior Administration ; and ifanybody 
will look at the statistics of publie affairs, he 
will discover another fact, which I commend 
to my honorable friend from Illinois, and that 
is, that the proportion of defalcations in the 
public service is less than in private employ- 
ments—largely less. ‘here have been more 
defalcations within the last five years, in pro- 
portion to the number of persons employed, 
in the banking-houses and in the commercial 
houses of this country than in the same num- 
ber ef persons employed in public trusts. So 
that I do not think there is any great occasion 
for alarm at this present time, as if we were 
on the brink of a tremendous crisis on account 
of the misconduct of public affairs discovered 
in the instances that have come to our knowl- 
edge. ‘The reverse is quite true. 

{ do not know but that some newspaper will 


| say to-morrow that I am defending detaulters 


when I say this. I beg them to suppose, if it 
is necessary to say so, that [am not. In fact, 
on the whole, the people that I represent are 
opposed to defaulters; we do not tolerate 
that sort of men in our State; and therefore, 
being a sufficient politician to like to keep on 
the popular side with my people, if for no bet- 
ter reason, I am opposed to defaulters, and I 
am in favor of such men being punished. I 
am in favor of the accounts in the respective 
Departments being investigated, and the last 
measure of justice applied to the defaulters, 
and the best measure of legislation and regu- 
lation — to prevent the recurrence of 
similar disasters. 

But what I have now said is intended to 
meet, in the humble and weak way which I 
confess is the only way I can meet, the cbser- 
vations of my good friend from Illinois, which 
had the appearance, and which were treated 
in a good many of the public papers as having 
had the intention, certainly the effect, to pro- 
duce the impression upon the public mind that 
we were now in a very extraordinary condition 
of evil as it respects the administration of our 
Government, and that extraordinary measures 
in this great crisis must be resoried to. I 
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think the contrary is quite true, and that our 
imple business is to go straightly and calmly 
on, as we bave done in the last few years, ap 
plying a correction to every wrong that comes 
to our knowledge, improving by legislation 
every possible means which can be adopted to 
diminish the public expenditures and to insure 
faithfulness in the public service. . 

Why, sir, referring for a moment again to 
what | said just now, even a body as careful 
as this, selected from the States by the formali- 
ties of legislative election, and therefore being 
supposed—certainly by ourselves—to embody 
about as much of carefulness and faithfulness 
to the public interests as any public body can, 
has not been so fortunate in the selection of its 
ervants as to entirely escape unfaithfulness 
and the lossof money. It is nota great many 
years since we had a defalcation in this body 
hy one of its cashiers, who was a trusted ser- 
vant before that time, and in whom everybody 
had confidence. ‘The Government did not go 
to pieces on that account; it was not thought 
necessary to revolutionize the Senate. It was 
one of those unfortunate things which, situ- 
ated as human nature is, will happen (to use 
a very old similitude) in the best-regulated 
families. 

Now, what are we todo? We are not, as 
mv friend seemed to intimate—he certainly 
could not have intended it—to smother any 
On the contrary we are to make 
it, and all this discussion which we have had, 
and a certain seeming heat which appears to 
have been exhibited, have arisen entirely with- 
out any necessity. The simple dispute among 
gentlemen here is as to the way in which we 
will accomplish an object which we all desire 
to attain. Shall we have a joint select com- 
mittee of the two Houses, or shall we have a 
select or standing committee of the Senate? 
Now, it seems to be conceded pretty much all 
around that the wisest thing is to have astand- 
ing committee of the Senate. Then it is whit- 
tled down again to the simple proposition: 

hall we have a standing committee of the 
Senate that shall appear in the rules like every 
other standing committee, with a name which 


investigation. 


| for two reasons. 


which expired in the last Congress had broader 
powers. So it had. It had broader powers 
In the first place, it was 
formed at a time when those who composed 
the majority of both Houses of Congress be- 


| lieved, rightly or wrongly, what I have sug- 


gested one might suppose my friend from Illi- 


| nois believes now, that the whole body of 


executive administration was going wrong in 
every direction; that there was unfaithfulness, 


not only as an exception, but as a rule, in the | 
collection and disbursement of the public | 
money; and that it was an emergency and a | 
crisis which would justify the two Houses of | 
Congress in appointing a committee to sit in | 
the recess (when they could not apply for | 


power to send for persons and papers) to 


/ exercise that authority, just as we did in the 


defines the class of subjects over which it isto | 


exercise jurisdiction, or shall we accompany 
the appointment of that standing committee 
by a dissertation, or a manifesto, or a pre- 
amble, or call it what you will, which shall be 
plastered onto the back of it, a specific enum- 


eration of all the things that it is supposed | 


it will be competent for that committee to do? 
That is the question. Thatis really a question 
of taste, and as a question of taste I shall not 
presume, in this presence, to discuss it much. 
‘There is no other dispute about this. 

My honorable friend from Illinois says that 
he wants a standing committee to have general 
powers to send for persons and papers. Has 
he, however, thoughtof asking thatthe stand- 
ing Committee on the Judiciary should have 
general power to send for persons and papers ? 


Would he not, although the chairman of that | 


committee and rather conservative, possibly 
be the first raan to resist a proposition of that 
kind? 


would. He would say that it was an invasion 


I have not the sligh.test doubt that he | 


of private rights and of constitational liberty | 


to give a general authority to a standing com- 
mittee of this body to deprive a citizen of the 
private rights that belonged to him, in respect 
to his being compelled to dance attendance on 
that committee and to submit to that commit- 
tee his private affairs for investigation. It 
would only be upon some special instance, 
where a particular point was sent for investiga- 
tion to that committee, that the Senate would 
determine in the first instance whether it was 
a matterof such grave occasion as to authorize 
such a committee to require the attendance of 
citizens and the production of papers; and 
that is universal usage everywhere, founded 
upon a constitutional philosophy that to my 
mind has great force in it. 

Now, it may be said that this old committee 
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ease of the Ku Klux Committee at the last 
session. ‘That was the reason of it originally, 
and then, without any special consideration 
afterward, that committee was continued in 
the same form of power from time to time. 
This is all, Mr. President, in the form that 
this matter has now taken, that I wish to say. 
Mr. PATTERSON, Mr. President, it seems 


to me that we are discussing a matter of form | 


which is of no greatimportance. ‘The impres- 
sion seems to be that any committee which is 
appointed to investigate frauds will go forth 
like bloodhounds iuto all parts of the country 
to hunt up all possible mischief and all possi- 
ble fraud. Now, 1 do not suppose any com- 
mittee of reasonable, sensible men, such as 
would be appointed on this Committee of Re- 


trenchment from the Senate, would do any | 
such thing as that, and if [ understand the | 
Senator from Illinois, his only object in moving | 
this amendment is to clothe the committee | 


with suflicient authority to make it of some 
possible service to the country. 
Many of the investigations, and the most 


important investigations ofthe joint Committee | 


on Retrenchment,were made on the solicitation 
of the heads of Departments during the recess 


| of Congress, for the reason that the heads of De- 


partments had not the power to send for persons 
and papers, and could not investigate alleged 
frauds in their Departments. Now, suppose 








that a fraud should occur, or an ellegation of | 


fraud should be made during the recess of Con- 
gress, the head of a Department could not make 


the investigation which might be desirable. | 


If thiscommittee was clothed with the author- 
ity which it would have under this amend- 
ment then this committee during the recess 
of Congress could investigate that fraud, could 
send for persons and papers; not that the 
committee would go and take all the private 
papers, the business papers of men engaged 
in trade or business of any kind in the country 
and haul them over, turn them upside down, 
and so interfere with the bustness of the country. 


The simple object, as [ understand it, is to | 


create a committee which shall have the power 
of doing some good to the country. 
If you deprive the committee of the power 


| to send for persons and papers, or to sit during 


the recess of Congress, I think you might just 
as well let the committee go. 1 am decidedly 
in favor of having the committee a stand- 
ing Senate committee, rather than a joint com- 
mittee of the two Houses, although I think 
there were some advantages in that, and 
mainly in this way: members of each House 
would then have cognizance of the matters 
under investigation, and could explain them 
fully and fairly to each House when the ques- 
tion came up; but, as we have seen, there are 
inconveniences which perhaps overtop these 
conveniences or advantages. I am therefore 
in favor of the amendment of the Senator from 
Illinois, because it will give the committee a 
power which it cannot otherwise have, and 
without which it will be useless. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. 1 move to postpone 
the present and all prior orders for the purpose 
of taking up House bill No. 880. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Carren- 
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TER inthe chair.) The Senator can demand 
the regular order. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I demand the regy|,, 
order. oo 


Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the regu), 


‘| order be postponed for the purpose of dispos 


ing of this resolution. It relates to the orgay. 
ization of the Senate, and it ought to be dix. 
osed of one wavy or the other. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques. 
tion is on the motion of the Senator fro 
Rhode Island. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Ifthe Senator from Soy;) 
Carolina will allow this debate to go on, I wijj 
not make the motion, but leave the unfinishe, 
business to be the regular order after this ;, 
disposed of. I think we ought to dispose o; 
this. It relates to the organization of ti. 
Senate. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The rego. 
lution of the Senator from Rhode Island wii 
be regarded as before the Senate, and the 
question is on the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Illinois to the resolution. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish to correct an error 
into which the Senator from Rhode Island fel), 
He represented me as having urged, agains: 
the appointment of the Ku Klux cominittee 
and the powers given to it, that there was q 
constitutional objection to giving it authoriiy 
to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I said the objection came 
from that side of the Chamber. I certainly 
thought the Senator objected to it. 

Mr. THURMAN. 1 never made any such 
objection. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I wasnot sufficiently con- 
fident in my own memory to name the Sen- 
ator; but such objections certainly came from 
that side, and I thought from the Senator trom 
Ohio. 

Mr. THURMAN, I do not remember hay- 
ing heard any such objections from any side, 
The objection which was made to the appoint: 
ment of that committee arose not upon the 
first resolution to appoint it, because then I 
believe the entire Senate, with but one excep- 
tion, voted for the resolution that was seut 
to the House of Representatives ; but it was 
because you passed the law first without wail: 
ing for any inquiry by a committee, and made it 
wholly unnecessary toappoint any such commit: 
tee ; because the very information upon which 
you should base legislation was rendered unne- 
cessary by your passing the law, just as broad 
a law as you could make it. Hence, I saw 
nothing in the appointment of that cominittee 
after that but an effort to get electioneering 
capital. Atleast I thought so. That was the 
reason why I objected to it, and not upon any 
constitutional ground. 

Now, in respect to this matter, I must con: 
fess that | am a little surprised at the objec: 
tions to the amendment of the Senator from 
Illinois, objections made by gentlemen, every 
one of whom I venture to say voted for the 
appointment of the joint Committee on lte- 
trenchment, with far larger powers than wou'l 
be conferred on this committee if the amené: 
ment of the Senator from Illinois should be 
adopted. But let it be so, Mr. President. 
The majority of the Chamber can shape tls 
resolution and pass it just as they please. 
They can pass it in such wise that the country 
will believe that there is an earnest determ 
ination to ascertain whether there are abuses 
and frauds, and there are some people in the 
country who will not take the round and white: 
washing statement of the Senator from Ver 
mont, much as he is respected, as complete 
and conclusive evidence of the purity of the 
officeholders of the United States. There are 
some people uncharitable enough to requ 
further evidence than that, and who think tha 
something like a grand jury ought to sit 
make these inquiries. You may pass a reso" 


lution that will be regarded all over the cout 
try as evidence that the Senate intends to make 
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a thorough investigation, or you may pass it 
“, such form that the whole country will see, 
or at least will think they see, that you mean 
it there shall be no investigation at all. The 
upon the majority of the 


the 8 
responsibility 18 
Senate. 


Mr. CASSERLY. 


Senator from Illinois both read. 
The Chief Clerk read the resolution and 
the amendment. 


Mr. CASSERLY. It seems to me, from the 


reading of the original resolution brought in | 
‘ a 


by the Senator from Rhode Island, that two 
things are plain: first, that this committee, 
though it is denominated a Committee of In- 
vestigation and Ktetrenchment, is not to invest- 
anything of its own motion, but is, by 


igate 


the very terms of the resolution, confined to | 


such subjects as may be committed to it by the 
Senate; and second, that it is armed with no 
powers to send for persons and papers, even 
for the purposes of such investigations. 


[do not claim, for I do not possess, any | 
very intimate acquaintance with parliamentary 


proceeding ; but to my own uninstructed mind 
the idea of a committee of investigation with- 


out powers to send for persons and papers is | 


a contradiction in terms. How is a commit- 


proof unless it has power to seek it and com- 
pel it if necessary? Therefore, sir, the com- 
mittee, as proposed by the resolution of the 
Senator from Rhode Island, is struck with 
death in the very moment almost of obtaining 
birth, It is a sort of parliamentary still-birth. 

I'he Senator from Ohio who is nearest to the 
Chair {Mr. Suerman] spoke of the enormity 
of leaving to any committce power to look into 
the private affairs of anybody. This is a com- 

iittee to investigate public affairs, the affairs 
of the General Government, the affairs of the 
General Government in all its departments 
wid in all its offices in regard to the adminis- 
‘ration of the trast committed to that Govern- 
ment and to its various officials, high and low, 
by the Constitution and people of the United 
States. Is there anything in the inquiry into 
that general subject, however strict, to which 
any one should object, or from which any 
party or any set of men, conscious that the 
affairs will bear investigation, should shrink ? 
lt is supposed that the committee can determ- 
ine when a proper case for a requisition upon 
the Senate for the power to send for persons 
and papers may arise. How do we know that, 
sir?) The committee is to be constituted by 
the Senate as other committees ; that is to say, 
by the majority of the Senate. It will be such 
& committee, of course, that in its formation 
it will have the entire sanction and approval 
of the mejority of the Senate; and upon that 
point I desire to say just here, that one of the 
extraordinary features of the opposition to the 


amendment of the Senator from Illinois is that | 


inthe same breath in which the Senate pro- 
poses—as it properly should, I concede, in ac- 
cordance with its general practice—to reserve 
to itself the making of this committee, Sen- 
ators are found, and leading Senators, too, to 
object to confiding to a committee of its own 
making the power to produce persons and 
papers, without which, as I said, a committee 
of investigation seems to me to be a solecism 
in terms, and a nonentity in practice. Of 
course the majority of the committee will be 
& Majority in sympathy with the majority of 
this body; and if an inquiry should be sug- 


gested by a Senator from the minority in this | 
body, if such a one should be a member of the 


committee, or by a member of the majority, it 
would not be a public inquiry; it would bea 
mere private inquiry until the committee should 
lave acted, onl it might be suppressed there. 


lt will be in the power of a bare majority of | 


the committee present to suppress any move- 
ment for a report or a request from the com- 


I ask to have the ori- | 
sinal resolution and the amendment of the | 


| 











1] 
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mittee to this body for the necessary powers to 
send for persons and papers in any given case. 
But if the majority of the committee should 
deem a proper case presented, and should ask 
of the Senate the necessary powers, it must be 
in aspecified case, Senators insist. How speci- 
fied? The particulars must be given. In other 
words, sir, before the first step can be taken 
to detect a wrong, either committed or medi- 
tated, you have to give notice to the offenders 
in the Senate, in the most public manner that 
can be devised, so that they shall have time to 
put their house in order, and if not to baffle 
your investigation when you do make it, at 


least to escape from the offended justice of the | 


country. 

In the next place, how many Senators here, 
not merely of the majority but of the minority, 
aspire to the function of a detective? 
many aspire to occupy the position of a pub- 
lic accuser? This is not like a court of justice. 
Itisacourt of a particular kind, which, dealing 
with subjects of great public concern, dealing 


How | 
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with questions of Government, is obliged to deal | 


with them upon different and much broader 
principles than courts of law can deal with 
them. Wehave to act almost universally upon 
evidence which falls far short of the evidence 


|| that would be requisite in the law, in order to 
tee to investigate, how is a committee to in- | 


quire, except upon proof? How is it to obtain | 


set our apparatus of inquiry in motion. 

Why, sir, I have heard things since I came 
to Washington for this session, in reference to 
@ very important public trausaction in perhaps 
the most important Department of this Gov- 
ernment, that I should regard as eminently 
necessary to be investigated, and which came 
to me upon very high authority, at least upon 
very distinguished and explicit authority ; but 
I should not feel justified in getting up and 
making that matter the subject of public men- 
tion in my place in the Senate; and yet I should 
think it a matter very proper to be suggested 


by me to this committee if it were appointed, | 


so that if the accusation were well founded 
they could take the necessary steps to make ii 
good, and so that if it were not well founded 
no great amount of injury could be done to 
private rights or to private feelings or to the 
public interests. 

Sir, this ought not to be a party question. 
It is not a party question. We are all inter- 
ested—the minority as much as the majority, 


yes more than the majority—in having the | 


Government of the country in its practical 
operations purged of abuses; and it is with 


regret that I have heard already this morning | 


appeals, adroitly if not expressly made, to par- 
tisan feelings upon this subject. Why, sir, I 
trust that honesty is not the privilege of any 
party in particular. I believe the great bulk 
of the American people in both parties are 


| honest; and a recent signal demonstration in 


the greatest city of this country proves, if any 
man doubted it, that even in the party to which 
I belong, so much the object of suspicion and 
of accusation from too many of our opponents 


| in the majority party of this country, there is 
| public virtue enough upon a proper occasion 


to deal solemn and severe justice upon its own 
offenders. 

It is not now, of all times that have ever 
been, it seems to me, when as a matter of 
judgment, to say nothing of public duty, any 
objection should be interposed to giving to 


such a committee as is now presented for our || you cannot point out to me four consecutive 


consideration every parliamentary, proper, 
and legal means for being efficient and useful 
in the great public interests which are involved. 

Mr. SCHURZ. Mr. President, this debate 
it seems has now passed into its second phase. 
It originated on the proposition of the Seuator 
from Illinois to revive the old joint Committee 
on Retrenchment. 
all the business which formerly was transacted 
before that committee, all the investigations 


It was then objected that | 


which were conducted by it, might be properly | 


referred to the various standing committees of 
the Senate ; 


far as to intimate that the Committee on Re- 
trenchment was composed of ignoramuses, who 
did not understand anything of the business 
ofthe different branches of the service, and 


| that it was far better, in fact the only way to 


obtain satisfactory results, to put everything 
into the hands of the standing committees. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I ask whether that was 


in caucus or in the Senate? 
Mr. SCHURZ. I think it was here. 


Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator is mis- 
taken. I object to his bringing our caucus 


discussions into the Senate. 

Mr. SCHURZ. Iam sure the Senator used 
similar expressions in the Senate. At any 
rate, he seems to have recovered from that 
impression, for at the present moment it 


| appears to be conceded on all hands that the 


creation of a new committee, a committee to 
be organized distinctly for the purpose of 


carrying on these investigations, is eminently 


proper and unobjectionable. If | understand 
the Senator from Michigan, he himself agrees 
to that proposition. ‘The only point upon 


| which we now differ is as to whether the new 


committee is to have the same powers which 


| made the old committee as eminently useful 


|; means a new proposition. 


as the Senate and the country know it to have 
been. What we are discussing here is by no 
It is at least five 


| years old. 


1 do not think there is a Senator on this 
floor, unless he became a member of this body 
during this Congress, who has not at least 
once voted for the powers formerly conferred 
on the Committee on Retrenchment, and I 
have yet to hear of the first objection that was 
made to the practice. It was done by gen- 


| eral consent; it was considered a matter of 


| eminent propriety. 


I have never heard a 
single complaint of the abuse of this power 
except in one single instance, and that was, 
unless | am greatly mistaken, by the Senator 


| from New York [Mr. Conkuine} when the 


committee brought in its last report on the 


| New York custom- house. 


Well, sir, this Committee on Retrenchment, 
with such powers, was organized five yeurs 
ago. What was the occasion for its organiza- 


| tion, and why were such discretionary powers 


| conferred upon it? 


Ver- 


The Senator from 


| mont [Mr. Epmunps] stated that at that time 
| the eivil service of the United States was in 


avery demoralized condition. I take it for 
granted that was the reason, and no other, for 
certainly I cannot imagine that the Senate 
would have organized a committee like this 
actuated by mere motives of political hostility 
to the Administration. But if it was organ- 
ized for the purpose of ferreting out abuses 


| connected with the public service, then I think 


| no doubt of it. 


if the reason was good then the reason would 
be good now, unless the character of the civil 
service has changed so immensely as to make 
what was very imperfect then very perfect now. 

The Senator from Vermont has told us that 
great improvements have taken place. I have 
I think in course of time all 


| things are bound to improve, and yet I doubt 


| fect as it ought to be or as it might be. 


| there they are. 


whether there is a single Senator on this floor 
who would undertake to assert that the civil 
service of the United States is to-day as per- 
Nay, 


sir, if you search the history of this country 


months during which so many embezzlements 
and defaleations have come to light as have 
been laid bare to the public eye during the 
last three or four months. If I am mistaken, 
I shall be glad to be corrected. A great many 
of these frauds, embezzlements, and defalea 
tions were not discovered by diligent inquiry 
or investigation, but by something like acci- 
dent; we simply stumbled over thein, and 
So it would seem that as to 
the condition of the civil service, however 
much it may have improved, yet it is not se 


and in fact one Senator went so || perfect at this time that a measure which was 
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once considered eminently conducive to the 
publie seal in ferreting out abuses and wrongs 
can be cast aside now as entirely useless. 

| have already admitted that in some respects 
matters had improved, and yet there are some 
things which certainly would demonstrate to 
the common sense of every one of us, to the 
common sense of the country, that close, fear- 
less, unbiased investigation would not only be 

ry desirable, but that it is absolutely neces- 
sary; and in order to give you an illustration 
of this fact, I will simply refer to the results of 
one of the inquiries conducted by the Com- 
mittee on Retrenchment, embodied in its last 
report. 

It has been stated that subjects might be 
referred singly by the Senate to the Commit- 
tee on Retrenchment, instead of endowing that 
committee with broad powers so as to enable 
it to initiate investigations of its own motion. 
The Senator from New Hampshire, [ believe, 
has already called the attention of the Senate 
to the fact that some of the most useful investi- 
gations were commenced and conducted by 
that committee at its own discretion; now and 
then a attention being called to existing 
by the heads of Departments, and some- 
times they themselves obtaining important in- 
formation in other ways and then acting upon 
it. This was the case with the smuggling 
Panama transit route, and, 
unless Lam greatly mistaken, so it was with 
the investigations concerning the postal con- 
tracts in ‘lexas, in both of which cases very 
large sums of money were saved to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. 

It so happened that the existence of the 
Committee on Ketrenchment was cut off im- 
mediately after a very important investigation 
which it was conducting—I mean an investiga- 
tion concerning abuses prevailing in the New 
York custom-house, especially one commonly 
called the ‘*general-order”’’ business; and I 
speak of this merely in order to give you an 
instance which will demonstrate to you not 
only bow proper, but how eminently necessary 
it is, that a committee like that proposed by 
the Senator from I}linois, [Mr. ‘TRUMBULL, | 
invested with large powers, should exist. | 
doubt whether all the Senators know what the 


abu SCs 


pract ces on tlhe 


‘*veneral-order’’ business in New York is. 
I have no doubt the Senator from Michigan 


{Mr. Cuanpier]} knows it; but inasmuch as 
we have not all had the advantages of a mer- 
cantile education, it may be that the rest of us 
are entirely ignorant of the subject. Although 
the Senator from Michigan asserted that only 
those who were brought up in acertain way of 
education could know something about it, yet 
I take great pleasure in reading a very luminous 
statement from the report submitted by the 
Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Parrer- 
son,] who I believe was brought up a man of 
letters and not a merchant: 


“A brief explanation may conduce to an under- | 


standing of whatis known as the ‘general-order 


business” 


1 am reading from thereport of the Senator | 


from New Hampshire: 


‘After a vessel is entered at the custom-house a 
certain time is allowed to consignees in which to pay 
their duties and take possession of their goods. At 
the expiration of that time a general order is given 
by the collector of the port to discharge the cargo, 
and all merchandise remaining on board is landed 
and delivered into the custody of the ecustom-house 
officials. Goods discharged under this order are 
known as ‘ general-order goods,’ Under the law of 
1799 the time allowed was five days. In 1854 it was 
reduced to three days, and in 186] to one day. Under 
the ruling of the then Secretary of the Treasury, 
Hon. 8. P. Chase, the law of 1861 was interpreted to 
allow forty- eight hours from the time of entry, and 
that construction still obtains, Priorto 18)4thetime 
allowed gave the merchant ample opportunity to 
pay his duties and take his goods, so that very little 
was left to be discharged under general order, and 
the Government itself conducted what little there | 
was of the general-order business, As, however, the 
use of steam vessels increased and business began to 
be conducted in a more rapid manner, the long delay 
was found too great a Serten upon ship-owners, and 
the law of 1854 not only reduced the time for the 
discharge of steamers, but provided that in case a | 


contract was made for immediate delivery the col- |! 


lector might take possession of the merchandise at 
onee. ‘Jo steamship lines which bave regular days 
of departure this is a matter of no smail import- 
ance, especially in winter, when an unusually long 
voyage makes it necessary to discharge and load 
with the utmost expedition in order to sail at the 
appointed time. 

‘To facilitate their business the steamship lines 
landing at Hoboken and Jersey City built ware- 
houses upon their wharves, which were placed under 
the supervision and control of United States custom- 
house officers. Immediately on the arrival of a 
steamship its cargo was discharged into these ware- 
houses without going from under cover, and stored 
for forty-eight hours without expense to the con- 
signees. By this arrangement the interests of the 
Government were as fully protected as if the goods 
had remained on board the vessel, and the steam- 
ip comp any saved two days’ time without any in- 

onvenience tothe merchants. This practice existed 
for many years to the satisfaction of all parties, so 
far as the committee have been able to learn, buton 
the Ist day of February, 1870, the collector of the 
port ordered that all goods discharged under general 
order should be sent to general-order stores in New 
York under the control of private parties, where 
they are charged a month's storage, although re- 
moved by the owners instantly on their arrival. 

* This entailsa heavy expense foreartage and stor- 
age, averaging, according to the testimony, about 
one dollar and seventy-five cents on every package, 
large or small, and the goods ure subjected to the 
danger of theft and damage during transit from the 
vessel to the storehouse. These charges are paid by 
the steamship companies if the goods are removed 
from the general-order store within forty-eight 
hours, but at the expense of the importers, through 
increase rates of freight. All the general-order busi- 
ness being done at two storehouses, they are very 
much erowded, which necessarily produces confusion 
and delay, to the great inconvenience of the mer- 
chants. The committee have been able to discover 
no advantage resulting from the change to any one, 
except parties controlling the general-order busi- 
ness. 

‘The reasons given by the collector for taking the 
general-order goods away from the Jersey City and 
Hoboken stores we re, that they were unsafe, and 
that losses resulted therefrom both to the merchants 


and to the Government; that they were also used for | 


bonded goods, and that the steamship companies or 
their agents were themselves importers, having their 
own goods in those stores. 
“All these charges have 
agents of the Treasury Department and by the com- 
mittee, and both the committee and the Treasury 
agents were satisfied that they could not be sup- 
ported by evidence. They could learn of but two 
instances of loss from these storehouses, both oecur- 
ring some years ago, and no evidence was presented 
showing that there had been any snuggling from 
them. One merchant testified that ‘during the past 
ten years he has lost by theft 
city of New York about forty thousand dollars, 
without recognized liability on the part of any one; 
whereas at the Cunard and Hoboken warehouses he 
has never lost one dollar.’ Other inerchants testify 
to a similar experience. They also complain of 
damage to their goods by being handled by inexpe- 


rienced carmen, and of the heavy rates of insurance || 


been investigated by || of the customs laws which might cover those 
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Mr. SCHURZ. I shall gratify the Senator 
even beyond his desires in that respect. | was 
just going to show what kind of a picture th. 
committee exhibited to the country as to cer. 
tain practices in the New York custom-hoyse 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. If my frien 
will permit me, my question did not refer i 
pictures or to exhibitions to the country, I 
ask the Senator if that committee did reyor, 
for action anything to the Senate excepting, 
change in the regulation of the customs, to jy 
good enough, being familiar with the repo, 
to read it. 

Mr. SCHURZ. I desire to reply to the Sep. 
ator that the point Iwas making was this, th 
the committee through its investigations jy 
the New York custom-house had succeeded j, 
laying before the country facts which demoy 
strate how eminently necessary it is that ther 
should be some authority to look into those 
cases independent of such control as is pro. 
posed here. ‘That is the point | desired; 
make, not whether the committee had reported 
by bill or otherwise, but simply Tainted Ma 
upon the state of facts which the commit 


| disclosed in this investigation. 


Mr. PATTERSON. Ifthe Senator from Mis 
souri will allow me, I will say in reply to the 
Senator from New Jersey that the cowmit 
were authorized to investigate certain things 
the general order businessamong others. Wi 
we were prosecuting our investigation upon 
that and other subjects included in the res 
lution offered by the Senator from New York 
not now in his seat, (Mr. Fenvon,] the evi 
dence of great frauds in the custom-house was 
brought to light. We reported directly on th 
subjects included in the resolution, and then 
recominended the appointment of a commit: 
tee to take into consideration the revision 


| frauds which were brought to light. 


from warehousesin the | 


they are compelled to pay on accountof the exposed | 


position of the present general- order stores. 

‘While no single instance is showa of loss to the 
Government at the Hoboken or Jersey City stores, 
the evidence gives conclusive proof that the general 
order stores at New York havenot been equally free 
from frauds on the Government. In one instance, 
during the last summer, a large amount of goods was 
abstracted from one of the general order stores in 
New York, evidently by collusion with the owners, 
in order to avoid the payment of duties, and their 
p lace was supplied with similar cases filled w ith rub- 
yish, The fraud was discovered, and the parties con- 
trolling the store fled to avoid arrest, and the Gov- 
ernment ordered the store to be closed. 

“The committee have sought to learn fully the 
merits and demerits of the present system, as com- 
pared with those of the one which it superseded, and 
of others which have been proposed, in order to 
devise, if possible, a more satisfactory one.”’ 

Even the Senator from Michigan will admit 
that this is an exceedingly clear statement 
of the case, although not one of those who 
investigated the matter was a merchant. Still 
they seem to have acquired some knowledge 
about it. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Will my friend 
from Missouri allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. SCHURZ. Certainly. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
mittee, afterall its investigations, report to the 
Senate and recommend to the Senate anything 
more than a change of the laws regulating the 
customs at New York? Did they report any 
defaulters, any peculation, any defect in the 
public service, or anything but simply a change 
in the regulation of customs, and if so, will my 
friend be good enough to read the report to the 
Senate? 


Did that com- | 





Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. If my friend 
from Missouri will permit me, | stould like to 
get.a specific answer to my question from ny 


| triend from New Hampshire, tor | ask measur: 


ably for information. I have looked. over the 


| report,and I do not find that that committe 
reported a single 


defaleation, that they rec- 
ommended by their report the removal of a 
single officer, but all they did was to recom: 
mend a change in the regulation of our cus: 
toms. Am lI, or not, correct in supposing that 
to be all that the committee reported to the 
Senate ? 

Mr. PATTERSON. If the Senator will do 
us the honor to read the report he will find 
that we report that there are chronic evils a 
frauds in the custom-house at New Y ork, an 
we recommend that a committee be eg 
to revise the customs laws so that they shall 
cover all these frauds and enable the Goveru: 
ment to root them up. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
recommendation? 

Mr. PATTERSON. 
ommendation. 

Mr. SCHURZ. Now, Mr. President, | 
have stated what the committee report in get 
eral language about the general-order busi 
ness. I wish to point out also to the Sena 
those parts of the testimony which suppor 
the committee in its statements. 

Here is the testimony of Mr. Alexander 
T. Stewart, whose name is widely known 1 
the country. Mr. A. T. Stewart testifies about 
the general order business as follows: 


That is the only 


That is the only ree: 


** When the Cunard stores and the Hoboken stores 


had the general-order business, if a steamer arrive! 
at times when entry could not be made at the cu: 
tom-house, the agents gave the importers forl- 
eight hours in which to make their entries. The! 
was no charge for that time. At present, when ve* 
sels arrive at these stores or docks, I have to dis 
charge immediately on arrival; no time is given to 
make entries. The goods are taken immediate! 
and carted to a general order store in the city 
New York. A charge is m 
in that store, for storage for a month, although | th 
goods may not remain there one day. Thisamo! 

to an average of $1 50 a package, which is so mui 
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ken from the pockets of the importers unneces- 
= "il ; Again, when goods so situated are in part 
tot yentered for consumption and in part for bond- 
in “the price paid for the bonded goods (that is 
e135 per case, which is the charge of the parties 
~ sw having the general-order business) is so much 
money lost to the importer. 


. a x * + * * * * 


* 
“By Senator PATTERSON: 


etion. What are the charges made by Leet & 
ier the present system ? 


** Que 
‘ 


‘o. une ~ a — 
vo, ‘newer. One dollar and fifty cents and $1 75 per 
anne or bale. 


‘Question. Have they in any instance charged 
re than that? 


eA ier, Yes, sir; two dollars, — 
Sy eation. Have you allowed this latter charge? 
ae i pstwe r. No, sir. 


“‘Ouestion. Have they entered into an agreement 
: that in no instance the charge be more 
tl n $1 jo? % . 

* 4dnewer. Yes, Sif. : 

‘vj estion. What were the charges under Bixby & 

‘ »? 

WAnnoer. Under Squire, $1 20 for the same ser- 
yiee; under Bixby, ninety cents. |, 

“' (estion. Is there greater security in the ware- 

houses now used than in the warehouses at the Jer- 
sey City and Hloboken docks? 
“* tnewer. No. On the contrary, the Cunard and 
Hoboken stores were considered more secure, beyond 
all comparison. They were more safe, and we had 
greater facilities in getting our goods. During the 
past ten years, In warehouses in the city of New 
York, we have lost by theft about forty thousand 
dollars, without recognized liability on the part of 
any one, Whereas at the Cunard and Hoboken ware- 
houses we have never lost one dollar. There is 
another trouble with the present general-order 
stores. They being so crammed with goods, it is 
dificult to find, as speedily as desired, the cases 
ordered for examination in the public store. 

* Question. What effect does the present system of 
general-order business have upon the action of the 
merchants, if any ? 

 dnswer. Formerly, when the bonded warehouses 
doing general-order business were in charge of the 
authorized agents of responsible steamship lines, 
and were situated in localities known to be safe, the 
merchant was in no haste to get his goods from the 
custody of the Government, and the result was that 
a few yearsago, to accommodate the importers, eight 
or ten stores were required to do the general-order 
business. Now that business is limited to two stores, 
and the reduction arises in my opinion fromthe fact 
that the importer is not willing to trust his goods to 
the custody of the Government officers one moment 


ith ‘you 


* (Jue 


some extraordinary change in 


age, and very much to the annoyance and trouble 
of doing business. 

** Question. Ls there a liability to loss and thieving 
in the passage of goods from the wharf to the general - 
order storehouse ? 

** Answer. There has always been a danger there. 
There isalso an increased costincartage, the month’s 
storage of these general-order stores, the increased 
insurance, and the diflieulty of getting out goods 
where the goods go in and come out rapidly. Great 
confusion in every way. 

** Question. Whatshould youthink was the amount 
of increased expenses to the merchants ? 

** Answer. Lam not able to state delinitely; [have 
heard so many complaints, and it varies very much 
with the classes and kinds of goods. 

** Guestion, Should you think the inerease was 
sufficient in any instance to cover the whole profit 
on a kind of goods? 

** Answer. Lean say very frankly that if our goods 
were subjected to that—which they are not, only 
because their bulk isso great—that it would use up 
all the profit we have made during the past years 
on certain classes of goods. On spelter or slab zine, 
which comes by the German steamers, the profit is 
never over one to one and a half per cent., except 
in the market. That 
would be nearly all eaten up if it was subjected to 
these charges. I think the point is this, Senator, 
that many of the laws and regulations, and all the 
managementof our custom-house is based on the 
experience of years gone by, when slow sailing ves- 
sels, coming in at odd intervals. made up the busi- 
ness of our port.”’ . * . ' " F 

** Question. What is the effect of the present cus- 
tom-house nanagement upon the mercantile inter- 
ests of New York city as to the diverting of trade? 

‘Answer. I can say this: the ecmplications, 
annoyances, vexations, and the dangers which are 
occurring to merchants from the present custom- 
house management, are such that every merchant 
whose imports come from Europe sends them to 
any other port in preference to New York, if he ean 
arrange to do so. 

** Yuestion. Does your own firm send any freight 
in that way? 

‘* Answer. We send all the trade we can get to 
Baltimore, New Orleans, and Portland, in prefer- 
ence to New York. 

** Question. On account of the delay ? 

** Answer. Very largely from that. Wehave local 


| laws which are very unfortunate in regard to our 


} quarantine. 


more than he ean help, because these warehouses | 


aresuch as to excite the suspicion of danger, be- | 


sides, it being very difficult to procure insurance on 
the goods storedin them. The merchant prefers to 
withdraw his goods at the earliest moment, so that 
now these two stores do the whole work, where for- 
merly eight or ten were required. b E 
Question. Does the Government, in your judg- 


ment, derive any advantages under the present sys- | 


tem which it did not under the old? 


‘** Answer. None whatever; thepresent system can | 


only be used to annoy and vex and deplete the | 


pockets of the importers. 
“Question. What remedy would you propose? 
“Answer. Give to all responsible foreign steam- 
ship lines that may desire it the privilege of having 
a general-order store under such regulations as were 


cuse, 


formerly accorded to the Cunard and German lines, | 


orsuch as may be prescribed by competent author- 
ity. 

Then Mr. Stewart goes to say that the new 
warehouses are very dangerously situated as 
to their surroundings, inasmuch as they might 
easily be destroyed by fire, and goods are so 
crowded in them as to increase the risk and 
cause great inconvenience to the merchants. 

Here is‘the testimony of Mr. William E. 
Dodge, jr., one of the most prominent mer- 
chants in the city of New York. He says of 
the old system, changed by the collector in 


1870: 


“It was a very great facility to the merchant—a 
very reasonable and sensibleone. It seemed impos- 
sible to do without it. As Lunderstand it, some dis- 


1 


satisfaction arose when Mr. Grinnell came, whether | 


for the sake of making places for employés in the 
custom-house, I never have known, but this system 
which had worked so easily, without any one having, 
as far as I know, lost a single dollar, and which was 
& great saving and convenience to the merchants 
and ship-owners—it was peremptorily decided that 
this should not be used any more, and all these goods 
should be carted over to the other side and put in 
the general-order store. 

_ Question. Were those warehouses built by the 
Cunard and the Dutch companies erected at the sug- 
gestion of the Government? ° 

Answer. That 1 am not able to say. The fact of 
their being there I know. We occupy very large 
dock room, and the vexation and annoyance to us 
1as been very great. Our goods are not carted to 
these general-order stores, because they are vot the 
packages necessary to be carted; but because they 
have been handled in such a way it isequally a labor 
and care to us to remove them instantly, adding 


much to our expense, greatly to the risk of break- |) 


1] 


The simple point is. that our custom- 
house is a political machine. Sometimes, betore 
election, you go to the collector and you cannot see 
him, owing to the convention that meets at Syra- 
He cannot see you, although there are things 
of vital importance affecting your business during 
all the year.”’ 


Now comes the testimony of Mr. Simeon B. 
Chittenden, one of the principal merchants of 


New York: 


** Question. Please give any information which you 
have upon this subject. 

**Answer. The change that has taken place in send- 
ing goods to the warehouse on their arrival has been 
a great affair,in taking the whole business of the 
city into account. In old times, when the Cunard 
ships were delayed, they sentus notice that our 
permits must be on board immediately, sometimes 
discharging a ship within a few hours after they 
arrived in port; the goods were taken into their own 
warehouses and there remained until the permits 
were sent on board,and they were brought to the 
merchants with no extra expense and only a little 
extra labor, which amounted to nothing. Now, if a 
ship arrives after a prolonged voyage, and she is 
obliged to discharge immediately in order to start 
on her return voyage to-morrow, or the day follow- 


| ing, the goods are all sent over to New York, and 


I think the charge is fifty cents a case when full 
loads are sent; three cases are counted as a load; 
the price per load is $1 75, not to exceed three cases. 
It is $1 50 if it is one case. So, if a merchant has a 
single case on a Cunarder arriving to-day, and can- 
not get his papers through the custom-house, and 


| the ship is obliged to discharge to-morrow, he has to 


pay $1 50 to have it carted by the Government carts, 
and the expense at the warehouse is $1 60 or $1 70, 
whereas it used to be about one dollar. That, in 
substance. is the result. 
custom-house affairs, and whom I consulted before 
coming here, says that is the general system.”’ 


Here is the testimony of Mr. William E. 
Dodge: 


**Question. Will you give to the committee your 
views on the subject ? 

‘*Answer. First, I would say that I am perfectly 
aware that, under the new order of things, where 
the business of the country is being mainly done by 
steamships, there must be a change from the old 
system. So far as this general-order movement 
affects our business, mainly as connected with the 
lines that land on the Jersey shore, it is there the 
expense occufrs, 

** Question. The Cunazd and the Dutch lines? 

** Answer. The Cunardand the Bremen lines which 
arrive there. Their arrival is telegraphed, and a 
general order is immediately issued. If the vessel 
arrives at the dock late in the day it is impossible 
for a merchant to secure a permit for his goods until 
eleven o'clock the next day. The goods, as soon as 
landed, are immediately carted (to favorite stores | 
was going tosay, but won’t)to stores under the gen- 


My man who has charge of 
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eral order system on the New York side and sub- || 


jected to expenses, as a general thing double what 
they would be if there was a warehouse on the 
other side, where the goods might lie for twenty- 
four or forty-eight hours, under the charge of the 
revenue department, before they were seut away, 
giving merchants time to get their permits. No 
matter whether they are permitted or not, they are 
sent over here. This process makes the port of New 

ork, in my opinion, the most expensive port for 
the transaction of business inthe world. 1 have no 
hesitation in saying that—in the world. 

** Question, Has it any tendency to drive business 
elsewhere? 

** Answer. I was going to remark, the profit on the 
species of goods that we import is so close that it is 
impossible for us to continue our business and pay 
the expenses which have been imposed here for the 
last few years. Lhe consequence is we ure import 
ing at any other port than this where itis possible. 
Weare obliged to import goods largely into Balti- 
more, New Urleans, Xc., that we would not import 
there if it were not for the expenses of the custom- 
house here.” 


Now the testimony of Benjamin F. Mudge : 


‘Lam acquainted with the docks at Hoboken and 
Jersey City, where the Bremen and Cunard lines ot 
steamers land; I was familiar withthe management 
of the warehouses connected with these docks when 
they were allowed to receive general-order goods; 
the effect of changing the storage of the general 
order goods from these warehouses to New York 
city was only to impose a large additional tax upon 
the merchants; it could not possibly add anything 
to the security of the Government or the facility of 
the customs work. The old warehouses are safer 
from fire, and in a more respectable locality. The 
cost of eartage, labor, and storage, in the present 
general-order warehouses, is just so much money 
lost to the merchant, for the reason that the goods 
might be obtained with more facility from the ware- 
houses connected with thedocks, and without charge 
for storage if removed within forty-eight hours from 
the entry of the steamer, whereas now the genera! 
order charges for cartage, storage, &ec., attach imme- 
diately on the goods being placed on the docks; it 
has also a demoralizing eflect on the customs torce, 
as the general-order men resort to all means to hurry 
goods trom the vessel which are subject to general 
order, before permit goods, being anxious to get pos- 
session of them and subject them to charges before 
the owner can get his permits on board. 

“It is understood that these general-order stores 
are designated by the person having control, and 
given to favorites or sold, The last gentleman who 
told me of buying the general order was F. M. Bixby 
Il have a general knowledge of the charges made by 
the persons now running the general-order stores; 
these charges are exorbitant for the work done; 
they would be exorbitant at one half the rates 
echarget. The tendency of these extortions is to 
drive importations to other places; the tendency 
of these practices is to bring the Administration into 
contempt, and is much more injurious to the Repub- 
liean party than could be offset by all the money re 
alized from it, if used for political purposes. There 
are at least from one quarter to one third more in- 
speetors employed by the Government than there is 
need of. The class of men employed as night-watch- 
men are of a character that render the stores more 
unsafe under their care than in their absence.’’ 


Here is the testimony of P. M. Moore: 


** Question. You mean to say from your own knowl 
edge that efforts are made onthe part of general- 
order men, and those connected with them, to get 
discharged from tbe steamers first goods where no 
permit has been entered on beard? 

** Answer. If it is possible. 

‘* Guestion. They attempt to bring about that? 

‘* Anewer. That is very often done. 

“* Question. They do that before the discharge on 
the dock of the regular permit goods ? 

** Answer. Yes, sir The man that has a ware- 
bouse will have runners around. I have heard peo- 
ple say,’ Drive them away, they have no business 
here.’ They try to get every case it is possible in 
the store before a permit is got.’”’ 


Then follows the testimony of George P. 
Gale, of the firm of A. D. Greif & Co. : 


‘* Here was the case of the Parthia, for instance; 
she discharged on Saturday night; New Year came 
on Sunday; Monday no business was done at the 
custom-house; at eleven o’clock on Tuesday morn- 
ing our goods were all over here on general order, 
and when we gothere with our permits the goods 
are on this side; they give us a bill that we think ° 
exorbitant—3l 50 for a little case of satins with 
nine pieces of satin in it. Wethinkit an exorbitant 
charge, and say, ‘I shall not pay this.’ * Well, then, 
you can’t have the goods.’ We first go to Mr. King, 
(Mr. Murpby’s right bower;) he sends us to Mr. 
Sharry; he says, ‘Come to-morrow.’ We come to- 
inorrow, and he says, ‘I will fix it all right: what 
do yousuppose you ought to becharged?’ *Onedol- 
lar and twenty-five cents is plenty, and Mr. Grinnell 
established prices that would not bring it up to that,’ 
Mr. Sharry gives a permit the next day; | go up to 
the office with it and say [I want the goods. ‘You 
cannot have them without paying $1 50.’ ‘There is 
twenty-five cents off.’ ‘Well, you can’t have the 
goods. If you want twenty-five cents, here, Ill 
make you a present of it,’ This billis lying down 
in Mr. Sharry’s oflice now. 

**In the case of the Queen I went down tosee what 
time she would come in. I was there at six o'clock 
the next morning, and sent the cartman down at 
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eleven o’clock, but the goods were under general 
order. ‘Goods under general order,’ I said, * that is ‘ 
very singular. You did notcome in until last night.’ 
*Well, we have been working all night.’ Perhaps 
the dock will be full of goods all under general 
order, and cannot be taken off. We send our eart- 
mon up there and they charge us $1 50 a case for 
riding not over a quarter of a mile. Wesay, * This 
isan exorbitant charge.’ ‘Well, you cannot have 
your goods without paying it; take your permit.’ 
Tn this case our goods were wanted very much in- 
deed, and we frequently lose the sale of goods that | 
are ordered and*come too late, the price having | 
fallen. A merchant says, ‘ We won’ttake these goods 
if we cannot get them to-morrow.’ Itis impossible 
to get them to-morrow. The duty-paid goods are 
never carted down for examination until the gen- 
eral-order business is done. This shows there isa 
collusion between the general-order store, the in- | 
epector,and the cartman. I do not know whether 
the ships arein ornot, Itis avery unusual thingif 
a case of our goods on the dock passes an officer. 
We say, ‘There arethose goods,’ * Leannot help it,’ 
he says, ‘they are under general order.’ We then 
have to wait twoor three days. They say, ‘In all 
probability they will be sent up to-night or to-mor- 
row morning.’ I would observe | am most strongly 
in favor of baving our general-order stores on the 
Hoboken side. I was deputized by ninety of our 
largest importers here to take a petition for this to 
Mr. Grinnell. 

* Guestion, What was the result of your interview 
with Mr. Girinnell’? 

‘Answer. The result was this: in the first place he 
would not listen tome, I told him I should have to 
go on to Washington unless he would listen to me; 
that we bad made up our minds to have this thing 
rectified in some way or other. ‘Well,’ said he, 
‘sit down.’ I told him wherein we felt ourselves 
agurieved. Illustrating by the articles on his desk, 
he said, ‘Now, how easy it is for thesteamship com- 
panies and the agents to collude with each other.’ 
Said ‘The agents of the lines are under heavy 
bonds.’ * No,’ said he, ‘when we had asale of goods 
at Atlantic dock they consisted of a whole lot of rub- 
bish that did not pay for the cartage.’ I said that 
the baggage belonged to emigrants who came by that 
line, and who, to avoid the railroad charges, left their 
rubbish in a trunk behind. ‘Oh! pah, pah, pab,’ he 
said, ‘we understand all that. Here are nineteen 
vieces of poplins taken out of Cunard’s store.’ Said 
{ ‘That is very singular. If Sir Edward Cunard was 
alive I think he would see about this thing. We have 
never lost asingle piece of our goods from the Hobo- 
ken or Cunard stores since we have been in_ busi- 
ness: our goods all comesafely.’ ‘Well,’ said he, ‘I 
am bound to protect my party.’ And that was the 
end of it.”’ 


Then comes the testimony of Emil Magnus: || 


“Question. Where is your office? 

** Answer. No. 49 William street, New York. I am 
a custom-house broker, and have been for about 
fifteen years. I have a partner, Mr. John Gillispie. 

I attend to the office, and he attends to the custom- 
house business exclusively, although everything is 
under my supervision. 

‘Question. Are you familiar with the present gen- 
eral-order business? 

*Anawer. Yes, sir; I know the workings of it. 

“Question, Were you familiar with the operation of || 
the general-order trea at the time the general- 
order stores were at Jersey City and Hoboken, with 
the Cunard and Bremen lines? 

“Answer, Yes, sir. I believe I am one of the | 
largest brokers in those lines, principally the Ho- 
boken line, and I am employed by most firms doing || 
business with the Inman line. It is very important 
to have permits out within forty-eight hours, and if 
we are diligent we can get our men on board before || 
the goods go under general order. 

“Question, In your judgment, which is preferable, 
the present general-ordersystem, orthesystem which 

yrevailed when the stores were at Jersey City or Ho- 
Cate ? 

**Anawer. The former was very much better so far | 
as the interests of merchants were concerned. The 
Cunard and German lines allowed the importer to 
have goods on the wharf until or nearly sundown. 
When not there, the goods were sent to their stores 
on the dock. In consequence of this, there was no 
cartage on them. Atthat time we paid eighty cents 
for good-sized cases. Now we have te pay two dol- | 
lars for other cases. 

** Guestion, You think the general-order charges || 
averaged two dollars ? i 

** Answer. Lhave bills by the hundred, and you can 
see them if you wish. 1} 

** Question. But the Cunard and Bremen lines || 
charge nothing for storage or labor where the goods 
are permitted under forty-eight hours? 1] 

** Anewer, Not insuch cases. They have very large || 
wharves, and they can very easily leave goodsthere. || 
If a permit was there at the dock within furty-eight 
hours they never charge for storage. || 

* @ueation. Lf the goods go under general order 
within forty-eight hours do thesteamship companies 
repay storage? 

** Anawer. Y es, sir. 

** Question. Is it any better for smal! importers 
under the present system than under the old? 

** Anewer. No, sir; itworksjustthe same. Under 
the old system importers could send their own trucks 
for goods, thus saving the expense of cartage. Under 
the present system goods are sent from Lloboken to 
the general-order store in New York, and cartage 
charges made for a single case or two or three cases, 

_ Guestien. Is the present general-order system | 
preferable to the other system for small importers? ji 





| distributed around, the average price was about 


| I think there should be a greater number of stores, 
| If there was, I suppose they would be situated han- 


;}| dollars, certainly. 


| such a charge as that? 


on average is that. I think about two dollars would 
| be fair. 


| City ? 


| present general-order system over that of the old? 
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* Anawer. I cannot see where they have the ad- 
vantage. 

** Question. Your judgment is that they do not have 
the advantage any morethan the large importers ? 

** Anawer. No, sir. There is another thing: those 
steamer lines have their own warehouses, and when 
you send a permit for general-order goods you could 
obtain them immediately from the stores at Jersey 
City and Hoboken under the old system, but now, 
if a case is ordered from the general stores to the 
public stores to be examined, it would be at least 
two days before it would reach the public store. 

** Question. In brief, you mean to say that the 
goods can be obtained with greater facility from 
the old warehouses than from the present ? 

**Anawer. Decidedly. We used to havea great 
many general-order stores where we now have only 
two or three. 

** Question. Do you think that the effect of con- 
solidating the general-order stores into two or three 
is detrimental to the interests of the merchants? 

**Anewer. In my opinion it is, because itis against 
facilitating the doing of business. Under the old 
system, I could send atruck over on the other side 
to get a whole lot of goods at once, which it is im- 
possible todo now. If there were ten cases, I could 
get them at once from the wharf.” i 


And now the testimony of D. C. Gillispie, 
custom-house broker: | 


‘* Question. Please tell how the presént general- 
order system works as compared with the old 
system. 

‘Answer. We have a great deal of annoyance now 
that we did not have under the old system, and ex- | 
orbitant charges. The charges are now probably | 
twice as much, probably $2 25u case. The delay in 
getting the goods tranferred from the warehouse to 
the public store is great. Sometimes we have to 
wait from two to ten days, and 1 have to send up 
repeatedly to have them transferred to the public 
store. Those are the principal annoyances.’’ 

* * * * * * * * * * 

“Question. How is there greater expense under 
the present general-order system ? 

**Answer. Formerly, when the general order was 


seventy-five cents a case; now the business is con- | 
centrated in two stores, and the price has gone up. 


dicr to the steamera, and it could be done so much 
cheaper. The goods would not have to be carted 


| all over the city. When I speak of the charge being || 
|| seventy-five cents a package, it was when the stores 


were at Hoboken and Jersey City. Now the charge 
is probably $2 25 and $2 50 a ease; they average two 


**(uestion, Has the storekeeper any right to charge 
** Answer. No, sir.” 
«: * * * * # + # * * 1} 


“Question. Have you any evidence that theaverage 
charges are $2 Wacase? 
“Answer, I have bills which I pay daily. I think | 


*“@uestion, Are the goods thrown promiscuously 
together into those storehouses? 
“Answer, Yes, sir. 
“Question. Do you find any difficulty in getting 
out your goods when you transfer them from there | 
to your store? | 
“Answer. Yes, sir, and delay. They do not keep || 
help, and our carman has to do it himself. 
** Yuestion. How was it at Hoboken and Jersey | 


“Answer. It was far different. There was very 
little delay there; goods were delivered to our car- | 
man atthe door. I could not say that we ever met 
with any loss there; we have met losses here. In- | 
variably the loss has always been of cases that have 
gone to the public store; thecases have been opened | 
and part of the contents taken. 

** Yuestion, Have you any idea who opened them ? 

** Answer. No, sir; it has beena mystery. We have | 
often tried to ascertain whether it has been on the 
wharf or in the general-order store. 

** Question, Was it so when you took your 
—— off of the wharf at akeken and 

tity? 

“Answer. I cannot say thatit was. I think they 
took better care of the goods there than here. 

** Question. Do you know of any advantage to the 
merchant or to the Government resulting from the | 
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** Answer. No, sir. 

** Guestion. Do you know of many disadvantages 
to the merchant? 

‘*‘Answer. Yes, sir.”’ 


Now the testimony of Luther Horton, for- 
merly an officer in the custom house, and also | 
for some time in business connection with Lee 
& Stocking, the monopolists of the general 
order business on the North river: 


‘Question. Then the parties interested—being the 
Government, the steamship lines, and the import- 
ers—would all be benefited by the return of the gen- 
eral-order business to the Jersey City shore? | 

“Answer, Certainly. 

“Question, Is there any legitimate interest con- 
nected with this general-order business that would 
not be subserved by transferring it to the Jersey | 
City shore as it was before? ’ 1] 

“Answer. Nothing but dollars and cents for aring; || 
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Finally, the testimony of the agents of ;}, 
great steamship companies, first Mr. Franck!y, 
of the Cunard line, who had made complain. 
of the existing abuses to Mr. Boutwell, whe,,. 
upon Mr. Boutwell wrote to Mr, Grinnell, gis. 
approving of these practices: . 

‘Shortly after that letter of Mr. Boutwell, da:,,) 
9h June, 1870, recommending to Mr. Grinnel| thy; 
have mentioned be restored 4, 


our warehouses, Mr. Grinnell went out of office and 
was succeeded by Mr. Murphy. Mr. Murphy qj, 


| not tell us, but he led us to believe that jj 
would investigate this matter as soon as he had 


time, and, in all probability, from what he knew 
it, the general order privileges would be resforey. 
Ilowever, he never had time. He put it off, j 


| would go occasionally to see him and ask him ty 


look into it,and name a day when we could g, 


| together to Jersey City and look at the stores; by 


he never did. Then the Saratoga convention came 
on, and he was up there all the time; could jot 
attend toanything until that was over, and when j; 
was over he seemed to have changed his mind: 
at any rate, from an interview I had with hin’ 
I thought so. Then I asked the Seeretary of th 
Treasury, in a letter which | wrote, to send soe 
instructions to Mr. Murphy about this matter, jp 
order to carry out his letter of the 9th June. My 
Schwab, I believe, wrote also, and got several peo- 
ple to call on the Sceretary and ask him to do 
something in the matter; and we sent a petition 


| to Washington, signed by over one hundred wer- 
| chants of New York, (the principal people inter. 
| ested in the business,) and after having done this, | 


belicve the Secretary wrote to Mr. Murphy, rather 
sharply, | should think, from the way Mr. Murphy 
seemed to take it. The consequence of which was 
been ‘crowding’ 
him too much, and he should do nothing in the 
matter. ; 

** le said there werecertain people who had to by 
taken care of, and it was well known that they had 
to be taken care of, and nobody in the party would 


| say anything about his taking care of them, and he 


would do it. At the same time he said he had beep 
explaining to those parties that it was not their in- 
terest to have anything to dp with the general order 
business; and he told me that it was not bis intep- 
tion to have it in the hands of the people who had i! 
then, (Leet & Co.,) but he was going to give it to 
However, he never did give it to 
anybody else. We have been to sce him since, sey- 
eral times, but. we have never succeeded in getting 
him todo anything. He has told us repeatedly tha 


| the business was far better done by us, and that the 


custom-house had never been bothered by any con- 
plaint about the general order business while it was 
in our hands, while he had been run down with com- 
plaints against the present parties, and it took half 
his tiine to look into them. With regard to the way 
the business is done now, from the bills I have re- 
ceived and bad to pay, I should say that the charges 
are very exorbitant.” 

And so I might still go on for some time 
quoting the testimony of merchants, of custom: 
house brokers, of clerks and others, all testi- 
fying to this one fact, that in the place of the 
arrangements formerly existing, which were 
safe for the Government, convenient and 
economical for the merchants, and beneficial 
to the general interests of commerce, another 
system has been invented which is less safe to 
the Government, imposes extortionate charges 
and great inconvenience upon the merchant, 
hampers commerce, and has only the advan- 
tage of putting large amounts of money into 
the pockets of a favored somebody, who is 
‘*taken care of.”’ 

Now, sir, reading through this whole testi- 
mony, going from Mr. Stewart to Mr. Dodge, 
and from Mr. Chittenden to Mr. Moore and 
Mr. Gale, from witness to witness, you will 
find this system designated as a system ol 
shameless and wanton robbery imposed on the 
merchants of New York; a system so oul: 
rageous that its very beneficiaries excuse 1! 
only with the flimsiest pretexts. It reminded 
me when I read this testimony of what [ had 
read of the stories of the robber knights of the 
Rhine, who lived in the castles whose ruins 
you see on the hill-tops along that romantic 
river—robber knights who stretched a chai" 
across that river and made the shipper who 
went up or down pay toll to him for the mere 
privilege of passing his haunt. And so you 
find now a gentleman in the possession of the 
so-called general order business on the North 
river who enjoys the privilege of extorting tolls 
from the merchants of New York, not for the 
benefit of the service, not for the security of 





ee ae ee Tc lace eal 


NUDE ea tee at ce aad 


chi 


mo 
Th 
ore 
col 
the 
ngs 








le job if 
- DOWer 


Of the 
Ick} yp. 
‘plain, s 
Where. 
ell, dis. 


1, dated 
el] tha 
fored ty 
fice and 
phy did 
that he 
he had 
KNEW of 
esfored, 
t of, | 
him ty 
Ould go 
res: but 
On Came 
uld not 
when it 
8 mind: 
th him, 
y of the 
1a SO0ine 
atter, in 
ne. Mr, 
ral peo- 
m to do 
petition 
ed mer- 
le inter- 
@ this, | 
y, rather 
Murphy 
hich was 
Owding’ 
¢ in the 


iad to be 
they had 
ty would 
° and he 
ad been 
their in- 
ral order 
is inten- 
10 had it 
ive it to 
ive it to 
nee, sey- 
1 getting 
2dly that 
that the 
ny con- 
ile it was 
rith com- 
ook half 
the way 
have re- 
> charges 


ne time 
custom- 
all testi- 
e of the 
ch were 
ant and 
sneficial 
another 
; safe to 
charges 
erchant, 
» advan- 
ley into 

who is 


le testi- 
Dodge, 
ore and 
you will 
stem ol 
d on the 
so oul- 
xcuse it 
ominded 
at I had 
ts of the 
$e ruins 
omantic 
a chain 
per wild 
. mere 
| so you 
n of the 
e North 
‘ing tolls 
t for the 
arity of 


Sata 


Lee ee 


fede 





Bey ect ae 


Rea, Re 


1871. 


the customs, not for the accommodation of 
trade, but simply to fill his own pockets. 

Now, sir, how did this thing come about? 
We read in this same report that these high- 
wayman’s privileges of the general order busi- 
oes are in the hands of gentlemen of the name 
of Leet and Stocking. Who is Mr. Leet? Mr. 
Leet, it appears from the testimony, was one 
_f General Grant’s aids de-camp during the 
war. At the commencement of this Adminis- 
tration, ) . Se 
and went to New York with a letter of intro- 
duction from General Grant to Mr. Grinnell, 
before Mr. Grinnell was appointed collector 
of customs. ’ 

Colonel Leet subsequently applied to Mr. 
Grinnell for this general order business, and 
obtained it. The profits which he makes out 
of his privileges, as estimated by several mer- 
chants, are from fifty to one hundred thou- 
cand dollars a year. He himself confesses to 
=25,000, and certainly he will not ye suspected 
of having put the figure too high. Not only 
did he realize protits by carrying on the busi. 
ness himself, but he actually went so far as to 
frm out a part of his privilege toa man by 
the name of Bixby. We have heard from the 
Senator from Vermont that this Bixby was an 
old customer of the Committee on Retrench- 
ment, and not considered the most reliable 
man in the world. 


or shortly before it, he left the service | 





However reliable or unre- | 
liable he may be, one thing 1s certain: not || 


only does he testify that he bought part of the | 
ceneral order business from Mr. Leet at the | 
rate of $5,000 a year, but Mr. Leet confesses | 
it himself;.so that we have in the custom- | 
house at New York a gentleman who holds a 


sort of a monopoly, conferred upon him by 


the custom-house authorities, which he, ad | 


libitum, for a valuable consideration, farms 
out to such persons as may be found willing 
to pay him money enough. 

In the report of the committee, sir, you will 


find one protest afier another coming from the | 


merchants of New York, all of them stating 
that they are robbed, wantonly robbed, mon- 
strously robbed, for a purpose which does not 
subserve in any respect the public interest. 
More than that, you will find that the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury himself had this matter | 


inquired into; that he sent a special commis 


sion to New York to investigate the general | 


order business; that that commission did so 
investigate it, and reported to the Secretary of 
the Treasury that the general order business, 
as now carried on, is a crying abuse, and that 
the old system ought to be restored for the 
general interest just as it was before the Ad- 
ministration came in. That was in May, 
1870. 1 have their report before me, and 
there is in the possession of the Senator from 


New Hampshire, [Mr. Parrerson, | the former || 


chairman of the Committee on Retrenchment, 
a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury 
pronouncing most emphatically against the 
general-order business as now conducted. 

Mr. PATTERSON. It is not now in my 
possession. ‘The letter was sent to the Public 
Printer, and I have notbeen able to getit. He 
has lost it, I believe. 

Mr. SCHURZ. The Senator from New 
Hampshire has read the letter. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Certainly. 
_Mr. SCHURZ = And he can testify that the 
Secretary of the Treasury himself pronounced 
pre emphatically against the system as it now 
exists, 


_ Now, sir, look at the state of thiscase. Here 


1S &@ monstrous abuse which originated under | 


this Administration. This abuse is remon- 
strated and protested against by all the mer 
chants of New York who have been examined 
on the subject. There are among them the 
most prominent business men of that city. 

‘ere are among them some of the most hon- 
orable men of the country. Not only that, a 


commission was sent there by theSecretary of || 


the T reasury, and thatcommission pronounced 
‘gainst it inthesame manner. The Secretary 





| 
| powers of this committee. 








| tained ? 


of the Treasury expressed his opinion against 
it, and yet that monstrous system of robbery 
survives even to the present day, 

I ask, sir, what power is there in this Gov- 
ernment that maintains so shameless a prac: 
tice? 
for if we are permitted to believe that he is an 
honest man, and [ do not know a Senator on 
this floor who does not believe so, after having 


| sent that commission there, after having re 


ceived its report, after having expressed his 
own opinion against that abuse, he certainly 
would not hesitate a moment 


strous wrong in spite of all that has been said 
and done against it, even to this day? 


It is not the Secretary of the Treasury, | 


to abolish it. | 
What power then is it that maintains this mon- | 


| 
| 
| 


It was intimated by some of the witnesses | 


that Mr. Leet. who pockets the enormous 


profits arising from that business, had some 


connection with the White House; but Gen 
eral Porter was examined, Mr. Leet himself 
was examined, and they both testified that it 
was not so, and counting the number of the 
witnesses we have no right to form a different 
conclusion. But the fact remains that this 
scandalous system of robbery is sustained—is 


ment and the voice of the Secretary of the 
freasury himself. I ask you, how is it sus- 


power that sustains it? The conclusion is 
inevitable that it is a power stronger than 
decent respect for public opinion, nay, a power 
stronger than the Secretary of the Treasury 
himself. 

Now, sir, the Committee on Retrenchment 
arrived just at that point in its inquiries when 
its existence was cut short, and we are now 
told that for a committee with such powers 
there is no further use. I have given you this 
simply as an instance of a monstrous wrong 
which may be discovered and put in its true 
light by a committee which is free to investi- 


Where and what is the mysterious | 


gate, and also to show you that there are some | 


matters which still might form fruitful subjects 
of untrammeled inquiry; and although on this 
occasion it acted by virtue of a resolution in- 
troduced, I think, by the Senator from New 
York, [Mr. Fenron,] yet other things of sim- 
ilar importance would never have been dis- 


| covered, for instance, the wrongs connected 


| 





with the transit route and the Texas post con- 
tracts, had not the Committee on Retrenchment 


possessed the discretionary power to initiate 


investigations themselves. 
It has been intimated that at the present 
moment there is no further use for such invest- 


very last man to undervalue the importance 


of that promise, as it came from the President | 


of the United States; but it must be borne in 
mind that the President promised the very 
same thing a year ago in his annual message 
of December, 1870, and that since that prom- 
ise was made that very same abuse and scandal 


| which I have described has been going on 
| under the very eyes of the Administration ; 


there under its eyes, I say, for since the See- 
retary of the Treasury himself had sent a com- 
mission to New York to investigate the wrong, 
they cannot have been unacquainted with its 
nature. As I said, I put great value upon the 
promise of civil service reform to be initiated 
by the Executive of this nation; but permit 
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years the Senate without a single dissenting 
voice has been voting for conferring exactly 
those powers which the Senator from Ilinois 
now demands upon the Committee on Re- 
trenchment. Now it is saddenly found entirely 
improper, ney, even dangerous. ‘There is 
something said of secret proceedings, of put- 
ting our hands into the private concerns of 
other people, of ruining innocent persons, of 
star chambers, and other frightiul things. 
Why, sir, if a committee with such powers was 
not dangerous before, | ask in all candor why 
it should be dangerous now? If it is danger- 


| ous now, I should like to know how Senators 
| could find it compatible with their conscien- 
| tious convictions to vote for such a dangerous 


| chief and danger ? 


thing before? Hither they were not conscien- 
tious when they did it before, or they would be 
equally conscientious in doing it to-day. Either 
it never was a proper thing, or it is now justas 
proper as it ever was. What has happened, | 
should like to be told, that you should look at 
this committee with its powers now with suc 
remarkable apprehensions as a source of mis 
? Who has been injured in 


| the past by the exercise of the powers this 
sustained against the voice of the merchants || 
of New York—is sustained against the judg- || 


committee possessed, and which are now 
claimed for it again? Look into its record, 
Whose rights have ever been violated by iv? 
Whose private affairs have been invaded? 
Where is the innocent person that bas been 
harmed by it? Whom did it injure? None but 
corrupt men whose misdeeds ought to have 
been dragged into the light of day. 

You cannot point to a single committee, I 
venture to say, that has more zealously, more 
efficiently, and more carefully, more impar- 
tially and more fearlessly conducted these in 
vestigations than the Committee on Retrench- 


| ment; and asan argument has been made that 


all these subjects ought to be referred to the 
standing committees, | venture to say that all 
the standing committees of this body com 

bined never brought so many iniquities to light 
as the Committee on Retrenchment did under 
the powers it enjoyed during the five years of 
its existence. 

I tell you, gentlemen, whatever we may say 
of the improvements that have taken place 
in the civil service, the people of the United 
States are startled at the frequency and the 
enormity of the disclosures which are now 


accumulating from day to day. Do not give 


| yourselves up to any delusions in this respect. 


Lhe American people demand honest govern- 
ment, and to secure it they want to have all 
the means used that are compatible with the 


| laws of the country. ‘The people of the United 
igations with discretionary authority since the || 
President has promised to reform the civil | 
service of the country himself. I would be the | 


States demand the exposure aud overthrow ot 
corruption, regardless of the advantage of any 
party, and of the interest of any person, how- 
ever high or low. 

[t seems to me we are standing at the thres- 
hold of a great moral revolution in our polit- 
ical life that bids fair to sweep beyond the 
overthrow of Tammany Hall at New York, 
and in that revolution the science ‘‘how not 
to do it’”’ will be ata great discount, and all 
the arts of concealment wiil not be of avail 
much longer. Neither willthe cheap declain- 
ation against corruption in the abstract, 


| against the sinfulness of sin, and about the 


| beauties of virtue in general, as it resounds so 


me to say that here there was a most inviting, || 


an almost irresistible opportunity for a com- 
mencement in practice. Why was not that 
evil uprooted as it appeared so clearly before 
the eyes of the country?) Why have almost 
two years passed without its being remedied? 
I may be pardoned for observing that as to 
civil service reform a single pound of perform- 
ance would have been far more valuable to this 
country than a whole ton of promice. 

Let me return to the question at issue, the 


frequently inthis Chamber, avail much longer. 
We have had enough of that. The people will 
not much longer take that worthless currency 
as a legal tender; the people want to see 
energetic and fearless efforts to put down 
abuses bodily, not in theory, but in practice ; 
and if we mean to serve the country and to 
command its confidence, we must take such 
measures as shall make it clear to the whole 
world that we hate no political party more 
than we hate corruption, and that we love no 
party more than we love honest and good 
government. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, the Sen- 
ator from Missouri has with great animation 


For years and || delivered a prepared specch: and now that 
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the Senate has he ard him, what sh all we believe 
is the object and meaning of the Senator? He 
is a logician, and knows what belongs to the 
argument, and what is foreign to it. The 
question before the Senate is, whether a com- 
mittee about to be created shall come into ex- 
istence in the ordinary way, which all can 
understand alike, or whether in its creation 
we shall employ unusual and uncertain words, 
differently understood already by the members 
of the Senate. The question is whether a com 
mittee shall be left to select and reject for 
i lf, without the knowledge or action of the 
Senate, the matters it will consider, and shall 
tothisend be endowed indefinitely, in advance, 
with power to send for personsand papers, or 
whether, following the customary modes of 
parliamentary proceeding, a different course 
shall be pursued. 

Under color of this clearly-seen question, 
and as if bearing upon it, the Senator intco- 
ften 
repeated, pertaining to the custom-house in 
New York. He directs attention especially to 
a past investigation, so called, of the general- 
order bu Why? Ostensibly, to con- 
vince the Senate that the committee now pro- 
posed should have power in advance to pursue 
nil investigations of its own motion, and to 
send for persons and papers without any direc- 
tion by the Senate. J’o make this instance of 
any valoe, to make it just and true in this 
debate, it shculd be an instance showing the 
need of powers in the committee such as are 
now in question; it should at least be a case 
in which a committee acted under such powers. 
But the case is expressly otherwise., Look at 
the position the Senator assumes. He refers 


duces to the Senate certain allegations, « 


iness. 


us to acase which in fact shows how ample | 


the ordinary powers are. It is a Case investi- 
yuted, as the report shows, not by reason of 
general powers supposed to attach to the com- 
mittee, but under the specific and express 
direction of the Senate, just such as is pro 
posed now by the Senator from Rhode Island, 
| Mr. Anruony.] Here is the resolution pre- 


ficing the report, and | call attention to the | 


fact that the committee rendered to the Senate 
iis report prefaced by this explanation: 
“The joint select Committee on Retrenchment, 


who were, by a resolution of the Senate passed De- 
cember 14, 1570, instructed’’— 


And then follows the resolution, the latter 


part of which only L read: 


“Also to particularly report on the present system | 


and practices connected with the warehousing busi- 
vess atthe portof New York; also, in relation to 
what iscommonly known as the *general-order busi- 
ness’ and the cartage of goods while in the custody 
ot the Government, beg leave to submit the follow- 
ing report,”’ 

The very point, that is, the general-order 
with unnecessary minuteness 
referred by resolution to the committee. 

Ihe committee having thus proceeded under 
the order of the Senate, the Senutor cites us 
to what it did, in order to prove that a com- 


business, was 


Init'ee acting inl the same way cannot perform | 


functions so great and useful as these. 

Mr. SCHURZ. The Senator will remember 
that | myself stated that in that case they had 
acied under the authority of a resolution of 
ithe Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. That 
quite casual and passing, did not escape me, 
Mr. President, and it was one of my reasons 
for concluding that the honorable Senator 
from Missouri had some purpose broader and 
more distant than the point to which he was 
speaking, in lugging in this dismal recital 
touching the custom-house at New York. I 
was confirmed in that suspicion by another 
circumstance, namely, that this matter to which 
he has referred, in addition to being one spe- 
cially given in charge to his committee, was 
one as to which the committee, by its own 
action, was functus officio, one as to which the 
committee, asthe Senator shows, unconsciously 
perhaps, now, by the logic of his speech, bad 


remark, though | 


what he denominates a great wrong, which he 
says calls for legislation. Why, 1 might ask 
the Senator, does not he propose legislation 
on that subject now? If it be true that he has 
revealed a colossal wrong, something so trans- 
parently improper that merchants, the public 
at large, the Secretary of the Treasury, and, 
last and most overtopping of all, the commit- 
tee, unite in pronouncing it without the shadow 
of extenuation, why not bring forward a bill 
in regard to it, instead of dilating upon it at 
a time and in a way which does not admit of 
any practical result?) Why is it not remedied? 
If the Senator is so sure he knows of a great 
wrong needing laws to abate it, why does not 
the arm of legislation interpose against that 
‘*mysterious power’’ which, pointing upward 
with certain nebulous and mysterious expres- 
ious, the Senator insinuates presides over the 
custom-house and Treasury Department, and 
paralyzes and arrests the efforts of reform? 
Mr. President, | submit that the honorable 
Senator from Missouri, who in logic and 


rhetoric alike so far excels some of the rest | 


of us, shot wide when he went so far to fetch 
a precedent and example, unless, indeed, he 
went after it for a purpose very different from 
that for which it was ostensibly employed. 
The laws of civility, and the laws of parlia- 
mentary proceeding, inhibit us from ascribing 
motives to each other; but I think I may say 
within the lhmits of propriety that to produce 
and reproduce, and produce again, when 
nothing is pending to which they pertain, 
accusations against persons officially repre- 
senting the Administration, with swelling and 
portentous intimations of overwhelming de- 


| moralization in the public service everywhere, 


these are reasons apart trom the busiuess of 
the Senate. I cannot be mistaken in believ- 


'ing that, if allowed to pass unchallenged, 


these givings out will carry misapprehension 


to the country. 

I will not at this time—I hope not at any 
time—be drawn into un irrelevant discussion 
of matters in the New York custom-house. I 


am not going to discuss, in this connection, | 
| whether Mr. Grinnell was wise or oth erwise in 
the change he instituted, and which has been | 


referred to. | am not going to discuss whether 
the Secretary of the l'reasury and the other 
authorities have been wise or otherwise in suf- 
fering the arrangement of the general-order 
business inaugurated by Mr. Grinnell to con- 
tinue to this time. I make one remark upon 
it, however, and there 1 contirm the honorable 
Senator from Missouri, and [ should have 


| confirmed him had he seen fit to be more em- 


phatic. I aflirm that the testimony to which 


the Senator referred presents not only a pre- | 


ponderance of evidence that no one at the | 
White House had any improper connection | 


with the g-neral-order business, but it estab- 
lishes the tactnot only negatively, butit proves 


it so clearly as to defy any sane mind, however 


prejudiced, to cherish an houest suspicion || 


that there was between the White House and 
the New York custom-house any improper 
relation whatever. 

Now, Mr. President, as I shall vote for the 
resolution proposed by the honorable Senator 
from Rhode Island, I beg to assign briefly my 
reasons for my vote. 


It is of little credit to the Republican party, | 


or to any member of it, however humble or 


| exalted, to profess orto practice willingness to 


investigate the affairs and the administration 
of that party. Neverin American history was 
there a poiitical organization having less to 
deter it from rigid investigations, or more to 
induce it to go forward in purity and improve- 
ment. 
resides largely in the fact that it is able and 
willing to purify and purge itself; and this you 
may see in instances to which reference has 
been made. 

A short time ago a young man, an official 


whose selection was not obnoxious to any of | 


discharged its whole duty, having ascertained || the objections made against the existing man- 


The strength of the Republican party | 
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ner of selecting public officers ; a young ma, 
born of parents able to confer upon him 4), 
blessings of education; a man of address. 
man of intelligence ; a trained accountan;:. . 
man who, in acompetitive examination, wou ij 
have come up to the highest standard ,,, 
measure of official fitness ; a man who did yo: 
hold his place at the pleasure of anybody, but 
who, subject to the Rules and Articles of War 
was to be tried and dismissed the service we 
law, and not for political reasons—this man 
was found, in an unhappy hour, not long ago, t, 
have forgoiten himself, and to have crogce, 
the line which divides integrity from infamy. 
[ refer, of course, to Hodge, late a paymaste, 
in the Army. 

The national Administration was apparent! 
responsible for him before the country. Digi, 
seek to draw avail about him? No, sir. He was 
seized, hurried to a dungeon, accused, tried 
condemned, and the doors of the penitentiary 
swiftly closed behind him for ten years. {jj 
Government entered his habitation, stripped }; 
of its furniture and sold it. The proceeds wer 
into the public exchequer, and his wife and 
children are beggars and outcasts in the world. 

Such are the painful results of a rigoroys 
administration of justice, and such are the 
illustrations furnished by the Republican party 
of the truth that it does not protect or sereey 
offenders, but means, without hesitation and 
even without mercy. to hold all who are » 
sponsible to it officially toa stern and unflinch 
ing accountability. 

This, I say, is one of the great elements o; 
strength before the American nation possessed 
by the Republican party; and if we were | 
degrade the question to the level of mere par 
tisan expediency, it would be suicide for nie 
who represent that party in this conspicuous 
forum, to give any, the least occasion for public 
suspicion, that they are unwilling that ever 
avenue of the service should be swept with a 
new broom, or unwilling to hew to the line ot 
official integrity, no matter where the chips tly. 

l say, then, Mr. President, that L assume 
of the majority, and | am equally safe in 
assuming of the minority, that there is a dispo 
sition to employ every means to introduce {ru 
gality and integrity everywhere in the pubii 
service. Accordingly it has been thought wise 
to introduce a resolution creating a new com 
mittee, charged with the investigation of abuses, 
and the honorable Senator from Missouri thinks 
that my friend from Michigan behind him 
would involve himself in inconsistency were li 
to vote for this committee. 1 do not see this. 
The Senator from Michigan argued thai to tak 
out of the hands of the various committees o! 
the Senate the special maiters whereof they 
are supposed to be informed and heap the 
upon one committee would bean error. Wer 
that Senator now to adopt the idea of a cou: 
mittee of mere discretionary jurisdiction, he 
might be charged with inconsistency, and it 
to guard against the danger of undermining 
or superseding tbe other committees that the 
Senator from Rhode Island has made his res- 
Glution clear and defined, 

It was suggested the other day by the Senator 
from Michigan, and by others, and it struck me 
with great force, that a committee raised by tue 
language of the resolution proposed by theSe 
ator from Illinois would release the standiug 
committees from a variety of responsibilities au! 
| duties; that spreading a general drag-net all over 
| the service, and directing one committee in ad 
| vance, without the order of the Senate, to tave 
| cognizance of everything, would presupposr * 
committee of men of extraordinary versatility 
of genius and attainment, and would have tu 
effect to release every standing committee frou! 
more or less, and no one could determine fou 
how much, of the responsibilities now restivg 
upon it. 

Now it is proposed to erect a committee 
which may properly be referred all subjects 
described by its title. No standing commitiet 
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, of this body will thereby be exonerated fro 
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responsibilities. The Committee on Commerce 
cannot sit down and repose upon the idea that 
shis new committee is to take charge of the 
chis ne 


things which would otherwise pertain toit. On | 


the contrary the Senate will judge of the sub- 
sects to be referred to the one committee and 
+o the other, and every committee will know, 
as it should know, what is expected of it, and 
what has been committed to some other organ 

, Senate. 
of nes, I submit to the honorabie Senator 
from Missouri, there is not the slightest incon- 
sistency on the part of those who disbelieve in 
the propriety of having one committee over 
all committees, and who yet believe in the 
propriety of having an additional committee 
to which large classes of subjects may be re- 
ferred, and | think my friend will agree with 
me, if I make myself clear, that there is no 
inconsistency in this. : 

Mr. SCHURZ. Will my friend permit me 


a word 


Senator. ; ce : 
Mr. SCHURZ. I will not call it inconsist- 
eney. I will call it progress of opinion. 
Mr. CONKLING. 
Well, Mr. President, as my honorable friend 


is more accomplished and polished in phrases | 


than I am, I render him my gratitude for 
these softly chosen words. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Call it ‘ civil reform.”’ 

Mr. CONKLING. My other friend from 
Vermont says it is a civil reform, and 1 wish 
to adopt both these suggestions. 

My objection to the proposition now pend- 
ing as an amendment, grows first out of its 
uncertainty. Ifa new committee is to be 
created, I should like to know when we create 


it the nature and scope of its powers, or at | 


least to have provided some time and some 


way in the future by which we may ascertain | 


what its scope and nature are to be. 

In what predicament shali we find ourselves 
in this regard under the language of the amend- 
ment? ‘hat language has received construc- 
tion from very high authority. The honorable 
Senator from Missouri has construed it. He 
has construed it not only in his own mind, but 
he has suited the action to the word, and en- 
forced his construction of it, he tells us, here- 
tofore. He told us of his interpretation of it 
the other day in reply to the honorable Sen- 
ator from New Jersey, and he construed it with 


an amplitude and as embracing powers which | 
] am constrained to believe as foreign to it as | 


any declaration of the Koran is foreign to the 
Lord’s prayer. Yet so the Senator understands 
it. Other Senators differ utterly with the Sen- 
ator from Missouri. 

The honorable Senator from Indiana on my 


left understands this language as conferring no | 


right to act as a grand jury, or to investigate 
frauds or thefts. He understands that this 
language confers no right watever to investi- 
gate frauds. 


stated the other day that I encountered this 


proposition by a minor proposition antagonistic | 


to it, because I moved that the Military Com- 
mittee should investigate a fraud perpetrated 
by a man whose act violated the Rules and Arti- 
cles of War, and who was tried by a military 
tribunal and condemned under the Rules and 
Articlesof War. My honorable friend from I]- 
linois, [Mr. Loan, ] to whose military knowl- 
edge | of course defer, thought it not altogether 
reasonable to suppose the Military Committee 
the suitable organ of the Senate to investigate 
a fraud, itself a felony civiliy, but which in this 
Case was an offense committed by a man in the 
military service, against the Rules and Articles 


of War, tried by a judge advocate before acourt- | 


martial upon charges and specifications, and 
condemned by that tribunal. 


Mr. LOGAN. Wiil the Senator excuse me 
for a correction? 


Mr. CONKLING. Certainly. 
Mr. LOGAN. My suggestion was not that 
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? 
Mr. CONKLING. I always permit the | 


Progress of opinion! | 


So I understand it; and hence | 
my surprise, when a Senator, now in my eye, | 




















the Military Committee would be an improper 
committee to investigate that or any other 
question which might be referred to it; but it 
was thus: it was said by the Senator from 
New York and others that the committees 
should have matters referred to them pertain- 
ing to the business of their committees to in- 
vestigate. My suggestion was that the fact 
that this man had committed a fraud was an 
established fact, and therefore it needed no 
investigation ; that he was undergoing punish- 


| ment for the fraud that was established before 


a judicial tribunal, and hence the investiga- 
tion here would be as to the mode of prevent- 
ing frauds of that character in future ; and in- 
asmuch as that would be the investigation, 
the Finance Committee should conduet it, be- 
cause it appertained to the duties ofthe Audit- 
ors of the Treasury Department. ‘That was 
my suggestion, 

Mr. CONKLING. 
substance, | understood my honorable friend, 
aud so I venture to remind him of the palpa- 
ble propriety, as it seems to me, of the invest- 
igation of this offense by the Committee on 
Military Affairs. True, the culprit has been 
tried and convicted before a court-martial; but 
the gravamen of the resolution was to inquire 
whether oiher men, conniving with him, or, 
without conniving, careless and heediess in 
connection with him, had allowed this great 
wrong to be done,when vigilance on their part 
would have prevented it; and 1 think my hon- 
orable friend, on reflection, will. agree with me 
that the Military Committee is the appropriate 
one to investigate such a subject. This, how- 
ever, is apart from the purpose. 


So, Mr. President, in 


I was reminding the Senate that upon this | 


very language now proposed as an appendage 
to the resolution creating this committee, the 
Senator from Missouri stated that the former 
committee acted, and gave to it an interpreta- 
tion which | venture to say would be dis- 
carded by every lawyer in the Senate, 

Mr. SCHURZ. Will the Senator allow me 
a word? 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly. 

Mr. SCHURZ. I do not remember the 
exact language | used in my conversation with 
the Senator from New Jersey; but I| think I 
am not wrong in saying that 1 merely stated 
that the Committee on Retrenchment so in- 
terpreted its powers as to initiate investiga- 
tions of its own motion, I think that was 
about all. 

Mr. CONKLING. Withoutthe Globe before 
me, | venture to refresh the recollection of 
the Senator by reminding him that the Senator 
from New Jersey, with remarkable clearness 
and brevity, directed the attention of the Sen- 
ate to the fact that my resolution directing an 


investigation of the Hodge embezzlement in | 


no way conflicted with the resolution now 
offered as an amendment, and to the further 
fact thatif the resolution offered by the Senator 
from I[llinois prevailed, it would still be neces- 
sary for the Senate to direct some committee 
to investigate the case of Hodge, because this 
language would not and could not carry power 
to make the investigation. It was this that 
the Senator from Missouri most emphatically 
and with much animation denied, declaring 
that it would be within the power of the com- 
mittee to do it without additional authority ; 
that the language was clear, and not only so, 
but by way of driving the nail and clinching 
it, he assured the Senator from New Jersey 
that the committee had always thus construed 
this very language, and had acted in cases on 
all-fours with the Hodge case as to the powers 
of the committee. [| Mr. Scuvurz nodded. | 
Very well, then, the Senator from Missouri 
and myself, judging from his nod, are now 


| in accord as to his statement. 


Mr. President, I say then that here is a 
proposition to encumber this committee with 
language seeking to define its powers or to 
render them undefined, upon which language 
on the threshold there is a diametrical opposi- 
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' branch of the service as to another. 


YT 


tion of opinion. One Senator understands 
that it means one thing, and | think the great 
body of the Senate understand that it means 
another narrower thing, ard a committee act- 
ing under it has been, according to the Sena- 
tor from Missouri, transcending, in good faith. 
no doubt, the limits of the language itself and 
all its implications. 

Mr. SCHURZ. I would remind the Sena- 
tor of the fact that the committee, time and 
again, after having investigated cases of their 
own motion, made reports to the Senate, and 
that the Senate always received them as a 


| matter of course, being, as I thought and still 


think, perfectly coguizant ofthe modus operandi 
of the committee. 

Mr. CONKLING. I have not denied that. 
I do not wish to be drawn into any discussion 
of what the committee did or omitted. | say 
nothing now in that regard. lam simply ar- 
guing the inexpediency of ensnarling the pend- 
ing resolution with a needless and ambiguous 
amendment, the meaning of which is matter 
of doubt. 

Bat, Mr. President, I have another objection 
to this. The general and vague terms ot which 
lam speaking will unsettle in a great degree 
the understandings and obligations now resting 
upon the other standing committees. It is 
proposed to employ this language, they are to 
inquire ‘what are the methods of procuring 
accountability in publie officers or agents in 
the care and disbursement of public money ?”’ 
These powers, as to place and time, are uni- 
versal. They apply just as much to one 
Now, 
what is the Committee on Commerce to under 
stand? Is the Committee on Commerce to 
understand that it is exonerated, after this 
committee is erected, from all further duties or 
obligations as to so much of this matter as per- 
tains to itsdomain? Is that committee to un- 
derstand that, without any order of the Senate 
directing the new committee to inquire or to 
do anything, the Committee on Commerce may 
fold its hands and go to sleep as to all the 


abuses in the consular system; as to every 


thing relative to the manifold transactions and 
instrumentalities of commerce? ‘That would 


| be a great relief to the Committee on Com- 


alluding ? 


merce, but | think it would be very unwise. 

Mr. SCHURZ. Does the Senator expect 
an answer from me? 

Mr. CONKLING. I am always glad to have 
an answer from the Senator, though 1 have no 
right to expect one just now. 

Mr. SCHURZ. 1 would say that while the 
Committee on Ketrenchment was investigating 
cases which might properly be looked upon as 
belonging to the jurisdiction of the Committee 
on Commerce, nevertieless the Committee on 
Commerce went on performing its duties just 
as before, and investigating subjects also. There 
was no conflict of jurisdiction. 

Mr. CONKLING. ‘The bonorable Senator, 
I submit to him, is very lame in making that 
suggestion again, for two reasons: one is that 
this investigation to which he has called our 
attention was under the express direction of 
the Senate, of which we all had notice. 

Mr. SCHURZ. I was not alluding to that 
investigation at all. 


Mr. CONKLING., 


, 


To what was the Senator 


Mr. SCHURZ. There was the transit route 
question, for instance; and a great many ocher 
subjects were investigated. 

Mr. CONKLING. I have no doubt of it; 
and I think the Senator will see that that is 
uo answer to the suggestion I make. But he 
reminds me of another thing to which I wished 
to allude, and | wilido it here. He spoke 
twice of having been *‘ cut off’’ in the act of 
making an investigation touching great abuses 
in the general-order business in the city of 
New York. I will send to the Secretary and 


| have read as a part of my remarks the con- 


cluding paragraph of the report referred to by 
the Senator, made afier the investigation in 
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which he now complains the committee was 


cut off. ILread it to show, first, that the com- 
mittee never was cut off at all; and, second, 
that according to the report itself this whole 
thing was concluded, finished, consummated 
evtirely, and the committee was qualified and | 


prepared to express, and did express, a final 
judgment upon it; which judgment was not 
that it shoald be further investigated, but that 
the investigation, having been full and ample, 
a joint committee should be appointed. For 
what? To investigate further? No, sir; but 
to prepare and bring in, at the last session of 
session 


Congress—because one 


sion of Congress then next, provisions of law 


establishing certain new customs’ regulations. | 

i submit to the honorable Senator that he | 
was borne too far when he said to the Senate | 
and to the country that by the action of the | 


Senate the committee was cut off, meaning 
that it was intercepted and arrested, in the 
midst of this great revelation which it would 
have completed had it been permitted to pro- 
ceed. Now I ask the Senate to hear the con- 
cluding paragraph of the report. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


‘Abuses and fraunds are inevitable in the con- | 


duct of public affairs, and can only be discovered 
and removed by constant vigilance and earnest en- 
deavor. This we know is the fixed purpose of this 
Administration, and we confidently believe it will 
exert all its power to complete the work of reform 
whichit has so auspiciously begun. As nearly two 
thirds of our customs are collected at the port of 
New York, as the interest of the revenue and the 
prosperity of the commerce of the whole country 
are involved in the faithful and efficient adminis- 
tration at this port of the customs laws and regula- 
tions, your committee would respectfully recom- 
mend the appointment of a joint committee of the 
two Houses, 
submit at the next session of Congress, a bill pro- 


viding for such amendmends of our customs laws as | 


the progress, new conditions, and methods of com- 
meree may seem to demand, and for such reorgan- 
ization of the departments and regulations of the 
custom-houses of the country as present abuses and 
the interests of business may require.”’ 
Mr.-CONKLING. ‘That is the conclusion 
of the committee, and its whole conclusion. 
Was it cut off in the act of investigating? 
The Senate will perceive that there is totally 
nubsent there even a recommendation that the 
committee should ever be continued or re- 
vived, 
sent, first, because it is not there; and second, 
because a recommendation 1s there, lrrecon- 
cilably repugnant with the idea that an invest- 


igating committee was needed for any purpose } 


embraced in the report. So that the Senate 
need not plead guilty to having invaded the 
powers of that committee, outraged propriety, 


and tripped up justice, as charged by the hon- | 


orable Senator. 

But, Mr. President, I was diverted by the re- 
mark of the honorable Senator from Missouri, 
and turned aside. I am indisposed to couple 
with this resolution erecting a new committee 
language so uncertain that irreconcilable differ- 


ences of understanding as to its import have | 
been already revealed. Again, | am indisposed | 
to vote for language so general in its character | 
as to exonerate other committees from the | 
obligations resting upon them; or, at least, to | 
create uncertainty without a mode of ascer- | 


taining how much of any given subject belongs 
to this committee and how much to that. 


| have an additional objection, and I can- | 


not state it more clearly than it was stated by 


the honorable Senator from Rhode Island. It | 
is enough, under any Government, despotie or | 
free, to provide the instrumentalities by which | 


persons and papers may be brought from any 


part of the jurisdiction and submitted ex parte | 


to a committee that they may investigate any- 
thing which shall be given them in charge. It 
cannot be unnecessary, | submit that it can- 


not be in accordance with any theory of a free | 
Government or sound administration, to invest | 
any body of men with such powers as it turns | 


out now the honorable Senator from Missouri 
supposes may slumber in the words now pro- 


posed to us. It cannot be safe or wise to con- | 


intervened 
between then and now—to bring in at the ses- | 





whose duty it shall be to prepare, and | 


That recommendation is doubly ab- | 
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fide such powers to any committee, whatever 
it may be. 
Upon the theory of the honorable Senator 


' from Missouri we should have a committee 


with power, and therefore bound, to take juris- 
diction of its own motion, or on the suggestion 
of any one, of any matter which seems to be 
a proper one forits investigation. Every man, 
then, has a right equally to come forward and 
suggest to any member of the committee that 
he wishes A B or C D investigated. No 


| committee could investigate ail complaints thus 


made. Thus the discretion is committed to 
the members of the committee to say when it 
will and when it will not advancein any direc- 
tion pointed out to it. That, I submit, is un- 
just and unfair to the committee itself; ex- 


posing it tocharges of favoritism, of partiality, | 


of malice, therefore impairing its usefulness, 
and diminishing the respect in which it is held. 
So I maintain that no sound argument can be 


made in favor of arming any committee with | 


power, as the Senator from Rhode Island said, 


to go anywhere upon a secret suggestion, how- | 


ever mistaken, imposed perhaps upon the 
committee, and do acts which should be done 
only considerately and cautiously. 

Mr. President, it has been said that in place 
of being a committee to investigate and hunt 
up frauds and bring them to the Senate, this 
proposition is to have acommittee which would 
be informed by the Senate of frauds which had 
been committed. That was very ingenious, 
and good as an antithesis and as a saying, but 
let us examine it. 

If a Treasury agent, as has been the case in 
many of these investigations, comes with in- 
formation to the head of the Department, or 
to a Senator, that there is suspicion of lax 
practice in a certain field of the public ser- 
vice, is it possible that there is any objection 
to coming into the Senate and directing the 
committee in appropriate terms to inquire into 
that field? And is it just or rational to say 
that the Senate must, in the first place, ascer- 
tain the facts and then refer the case to the 
committee? Suppose there comes informa- 
tion to the head of a Department as to the 
transit route which has been referred to, that 
there is suspicion of wrong doing, of lax prac- 
tice ; suppose information comes to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce in regard to something 
which is happening on the frontier of Mexico 
as to smuggling, is there any difficulty in di- 
recting the committee to inquire generally in 
that field, and arming it with all the powers 
suitable and adapted to that inquiry? Not at 
all. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator permit 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN. Suppose it is in the vaca- 
tion? 

Mr. CONKLING. I thank the Senator for 
that admonition. I should have forgotten it 
otherwise. Unfortunately for his convenience 
and for mine, we are now at the threshold of a 
session of Congress which is notto end, I fear, 
as early as the day fixed by the resolution of 
the Senator from Indiana. ‘Sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof.’’ 
a covenant now—I will put it in such form as 
will make it good within the statute of frauds, 
so that the Senator can sue on itand recover— 
that I will vote with him all the time for any 
prolongation or continuance of the powers of 


the committee that anybody mav think wise; | 


and it would be very absurd, I submit, to in- 
vent extraordinary suppositions for fear that 
the six or seven months we are to be here will 
roll around and this committee and everybody 
else would forget to ask leave for it to sit in 
vacation. If others forgot to see to this, I am 


certain the honorable Senator from Ohio who 
puts the question to me would be vigilant and 
would offer the resolution and we would all | 
vote for it. 

Now let me ask that Senator a question. 
Why is it that we do not pass aresolution now 








I will enter into | 
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that the Committee on the Judiciary, of whj,) 
he is one of the most distinguished member. 
shall have power to sit, in case it shall be pe. 
quired, during the recess? I do not knoy 
whether it will be necessary or not. It may 
be or may not. Why do we not pass that res. 
olution now? Because, like other resolutions 
it is ordinarily moved when something oeey,, 
to suggest it. It is moved for some practic, 
purpose. I have no belief that this new eon, 
mittee will be heedless and random enough t, 
go off without asking the Senate to give j 
power to sit in the recess; and, as I said befyre. 
if that should happen I shall rely on the Sep. 
ator from Ohio to supply the forgetfulness, 

Therefore, Mr. President, it seems to yy. 
that while it is very well to appoint a ney 
Committee on Retrenchment and Investiga. 
tion, it is very well also to have it understooq 
as far as we can in the beginning what are the 
limits and the powers of this committee, and 
to what extent those of us who are members 
of other committees have a right to rely upoy 
it. The way to do that, I humbly submit, jg 
that way pointed out by the Senator from Ohio 
nearest to me, [Mr. SHERMAN, ] to commit to 
this committee, as we do to other committees, 
all those things which we expect it to have jy 
charge. 

Some Senator said the other day that the 
Committee on Military Affairs, unless it was 
so ordered, would not have power to investi. 
gate Hodge's case; that a resolution was 
necessary to arm it with the power; and tha 
that showed that it was not the proper com 
mittee. I know that slumbering away back in 
the musty records of old parliamentary law is, 
mooted question whether a committee in ani 
of itself can originate a bill without having any 
petition or bill referred to it. I will concede 
tor the purpose of the argument, and I believe 
the authority is that way, that a committee 
can originate a bill and come in and report it 
and have it read the first, second, and third 
time on its own motion; but in moder 
practice, in universal practice, not only here 
but in Great Britain and in all the States of 
the Union, no committee takes jurisdiction of 
any matters except those referred to it by the 
body of which itis the organ. Is not this so! 
The oldest parliamentarian here—I am one 
of the youngest—will bear me out. 

Now, why not have this new committee put 
upon the same well-understood footing with 
the other committees existing in all parlia 
mentary bodies which we know anything about; 
and why should there be objection, and why 
should any Senator suppose we lose something 
when we do not couple with it language which 
we see already is widely misunderstood or 
differently understood by different members 
of this body? 

Mr. President, I shall vote very gladly for 
the erection of this committee. I shall vote 
for it in the hope that we shall get the com: 
bined force of the new committee and of al 
the other committees of the Senate to invest! 
gate and probe and purge every branch of the 
public service; and whenever it turns out that 
the committee or the mode of its organizaiiol 
is defective or deficient, I will promise the 
honorable Senator from Missouri in advavc: 
to go as far as he will go in eking out and su 
plying the defect; but do not let us assume, 
to begin with, either that the committee wi! 
not do its duty or that the same regulations 
and powers which pertain to all other com 
mittees are not to be adequate to this. 

I have said so much, Mr. President, be 
cause after what was said the other day in th? 
Senate as to my having antagonized anothe’ 
proposition with the motion for a Committe: 
on Retrenchment, with having encountered 
with a proposition of my own, I was unwilling 
to remain silent in the hearing of remarks 1" 
timating that there might be a purpose, or the! 
it might be supposed there was a purpose, 
do something narrow in place of doing som” 
I will only add that if 1 cous 
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the form proposed by the 


understand that 7 
_yendment was likely to be more effectual or | 
than the other, I would certainly vote | 
and I vote for the resolution of the Sen- || 
Rhode Island fully believing that it | 
‘3 the effectual and the best way of securing | 
shat object which we all profess to have at 


better 
for it} 
ator from 


heart. 


Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I ask the 


Secretary to read the resolution offered by the | 


Senator from Rhode Island. 

~The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

tary will report the resolution, ' 
{he Chief Clerk read the resolution. 
Mr. MORTON. 


The Secre- 


olution offered by the Senator from Illinois; 


that the amendment offered by the Senator | 
from Illinois is @ limitation upon a resolution | 
much broader in its scope and consequences | 


than the proposition which he offers. The 
resolution offered by the Senator from Rhode 


Island embraces all matters of retrenchment. || 


Whatever may tend to retrench the expenses 
of this Government in reference to any depart- 
ment of the Government is embraced within 
the jurisd ction of the committee under that 
resolution; but the amendment moved by the 
Senator from Illinois is in its nature a limita- 
tion; it narrows it. 

But, Mr. President, the discussion has pro- 


ceeded upon another theory. The resolution | 
offered by the Senator from Rhode Island | 
authorizes the investigation by the committee | 


of such matters as may be referred to it by 
the Senate; of course, embracing within it 
the powers necessary for that investigation ; 
bat it has been assumed in the discussion that 
the committee should have the power to initiate 
investigations upon its own motion without any 
order from the Senate, and have power to send 
for persons and papers. 
power has never been committed to a standing 
committee of this body. To give to a stand- 
ing committee the power to initiate investiga- 
tions and to send for persons and papers is to 
make it an inquisition. It ceases to be a com- 
mittee and becomes an inquisition, becomes a 
tyrant. ‘That power might not be abused, and 
perhaps would not be in this instance; but we 
put it into the power of a committee, upon its 
own motion, to investigate the conduct of any 
officer of this Government, or any man con- 
nected with the Government, directly or indi- 
rectly, upon mere private information given to 


that committee, or it may act without informa- | 


tion, if it chooses to abuse its power. 

Now, Mr. President, let me refer to a remark 
made by the Senator from California to-day. 
He said that he was informed, this morning I 
believe, of a very grave matter, whichI under- 
stood him to intimate referred to the integrity 
of some officer of the Government or of some 
Department that deserved investigation, but 
that he would not feel at liberty to bring the 
matter forward in the Senate, though he might 
communicate it to the committee. 
mittee might upon the Senator’s private in- 
formation be set upon any officer of this Gov- 
ernment, the highest, in a matter so delicate 
that he would hesitate about speaking about it 


in the Senate, or so indefinite, perhaps, that he | 


would hesitate to give the information in the 
Senate, , I say that when any Senator has 
information so definite as to authorize an invest- 
gation, it ought to be so definite as to author- 


ize him to mention the matter in the Senate | 


and obtain the order of the Senate for that 
purpose. 

No standing committee has ever had this 
power. Why has not the Committee on Com- 
merce this power? Can they not be as safely 


intrusted with a general power to initiate in- | 


vestigations as this new committee? And yet 
that power has never been conferred. It is 
so high that it is never granted to a commit- 
tee except upon special occasion. But here 
itis asked to give it in general terms to a com- 


Mr. President, the first || 
suggestion I have to make is that that resolu- | 
tion as it stands is much broader than the res- | 


I insist that such a | 


The com- | 





| 




















mittee, to be exercised year in and year out. 
I understand that no such power ever has been 


| given in Congress, or in Parliament, or by any 


legislative body. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I hope the Senator from 
Indiana will allow me to correct him as he is 
about to quit that part of the subject in rela- 
tion to wifich he referred to what I said. 

Mr. MORTON. Certainly. 

Mr. CASSERLY. What I stated was that 
| had information, which I had reason to be- 
lieve was substantially correct, of a proceed- | 
ing in regard to a very important transaction 
in the most important Department of the Gov- 
ernment, with respect to the magnitude of its 
operations, that I thought eminently deserving 
of investigation ; but though I myself had rea- 
son to believe the substantial truth of the rep- 
resentations made to me, I should not feel 
warranted in making them a matter of public 
motion in the Senate. The Senator, I trust, 
understands the distinction which I sought to 
draw. There may be many things that we may 
feel should be examined, and yet should not 
deem ourselves warranted (either on the ground 
of taste, or delicacy, or from an unwillingness 
to injure a public or a private interest except 
upon the best of reasons and under an extra 
ordinary urgency) in bringing before the Sen- 
ate publicly, though they would be very proper 
to be looked into, and could only be looked 
into through the medium of acommittee armed 
with such powers as are covered by the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. MORTON. Then, Mr. President, it | 
seems to me the inference from the Senator’s 
position is obvious and irresistible that no 
committee should assail the character of a 
high officer by an investigation which must 
necessarily become public, cannot be con- 


| cealed, upon mere private information, without 


the authority of the Senate. We owe much to 
public integrity, and we owe something to pri- | 
vate rights. A committee so armed, as | 
before said, would become an inquisition, a 
tyranny too intolerable to be borne by a free 
people. This Senate will authorize investiga- 
tions upon any reasonable showing. If any 
of us have knowledge, or have reason to believe 
that crimes have been committed, it is our 
duty to bring them to the knowledge of the 
Senate, and have investigation made, but not 
to empower a committee to range all over this 
nation, perhaps to act upon the information 
of private persons, given in malice, made 
falsely, and thus to ruin the characters of men, 
and put them to expense and put them to shame 
when there was no occasion for it. ‘There is 
a proper medium to be preserved on both 
sides. 

Mr. President, in the resolution offered by 
the Senator fr-m Illinois he requires this 
committee to consider the whole subject of 
civil service reform. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Oh, no; notasamended. 
In the amendment which I sent to the Clerk’s 
desk I struck out the words relative to the 
selection of subordinate officers, after due 
examination by proper boards, Xe. | 

Mr. MORTON. Theamendment reads thus, 
now: 

And also to consider the expediency of so amend- 


| ing the laws under which appointments to the public 


service are now made as to provide for withdrawing 
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before Congress; and yet, while that is going 


on, it is proposed to invest this new committee 
with substantial power to consider and produce 
a plan for the reformation of the civil service. 
It seems to me under the circumstances that 
this matter should be left where it bas been 
placed by a law of Congress until the report 
has been made. If the report be not satisfac- 
tory to us we can then legislate again; but 
until that report has been made, we ought not 
to assume that nothing has been done. This 
virtually refers to the proposition as if no 
action had been taken, as if it were a new 
thing. The Senator from New York suggests 
to me that it is already in charge of the Judi- 
ciary Committee on the bill offered by the 
Senator from Vermont; and | would further 
suggest that it is a question of law especially 
and particularly, and that it should be referred 


| to that committee, and would go with more 


propriety to the Committee on the Judiciary 
than to any mixed committee such as this will 
be likely to be. The Senator from New York 
suggests that it is a question of constitutional 


lay. 

Fass not mistaken about the whole drift of 
this debate. It has been to show that there is 
corruption existing under this Administration, 
and gross corruption. The driftof this debate 
is a reflection upon the Republican party. I 
inight appeal to those distinguished Senators 
and ask them if there is any ground for special 
assault upon the Republican party in that 
direction. IL askif ever therehas been a party 
in this country that has exerted itself more 
systematically to expose and to destroy corrup- 
tion than the Republican party? Lask if there 


| has been an Administration within the mem- 


| one has been brought to trial. 


the public service from being used as an instrument || 


of political or party patronage. 


I think that substantially embraces the sub- 
ject of civil service reform as it has been in- 
troduced in the Senate for a year or two past. 
‘The great argument has been that the patron- 
age was used for the purpose of obtaining or 
maintaining political power. We passed a law 
at the last session authorizing the President 
to act upon that question, to prepare rules for 
the regulation of the civil service. Itis under- 
stood that he has appointed a commission; 
that that commission is now in session; that 
it is about to make a report to the President 
on that subject which will doubtless be laid | 

. 


ory of any man on this floor that has more 
promptly punished crime when it has been 
brought to light, or has more promptly removed 
the offender from office? 1 think none of us 
remember an Administration entitled to higher 
credit than the present. 

And now take the case of Hodge. Since 
the discovery of the frauds in New York, the 
development of those immense plunderings 
there that have shocked the whole world, the 
case of Hodge came to light. As was said by 


| the Senator from New York, he has been tried 


and convicted, and is now in the penitentiary. 
But of the great plunderers in New York who 
were brought to light before Hodge was, not 
Some say they 
never will be brought to trial. I will not say 
that, for | have no authority for saying it; but 
| do say that although their exposure was first 
in point of time,not one of them has been 
brought to justice, and the principal offender 
of them all has since been elected to the New 
York Legislature, I believe indorsed by a 
majority of some ten or fifteen thousand of 
the people of New York city. 

Mr. THURMAN, Will the Senator allow 
me to ask a question? 

Mr. MORTON. Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator makes a 
point that there has been very speedy action 
by the Administration in convicting people 
because they convicted Hodge. Will he say 
that if Hodge’s crime had had to be subjected 
to trial ina civil court, instead of a court-mar- 
tial, he would have been convicted any sconer 
than those New York people? 

Mr. MORTON. I cannot say how much 
longer it would have taken to convict Hodge 
in a civil court; but I refer to it to show that 
the Administration promptly upon the dis- 
covery of his crime brought him to trial and 
as promptly brought him to punishment, while 
the chief offender in the city of New York, 
whose villainy exceeds Hodge's by millions; 
since his conviction in public opinion, since 
his crimes have been brought to light, has 
been elected to the Legislature of New York 
by a majority counted by thousands, and | 
believe he is now at large living in his palace. 
Surely, then, there can be no reflection made 
upon the Republican party in this respect. 
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We propose to raise this committee. We do | 


not propose to confine it to the narrow limits 
apecified by the Senator from [Illinois in his 
resolution in the first branch of it, but to give 
it jurisdiction over all matters of retrenchment, 
and at the same time to give it power to send 
for persons and papers whenever in the opinion 
of the Senate the committee should be invested 
with that extraordinary power; but we cannot 
give it these general powers to initiate investi- 
gations upon its own motion and to arrest any 
man, to take his private papers and bring them 
to the public gaze. 

Why, Mr. President, this seizure of private 
papers upon one pretense and another was one 
of the causes which led to the Revolution in 
1776, and when we came to make the Consti- 
tution we put this clause into it: 

“The right of the people to besecure in their per- 
sons, houses, papers, and effects against unreason- 
able searches and seizures shall not be violated, and 
no warrant shall issue but upon probable cause, 
supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly 


describing the place to be searched and the persons 
or things to be s« ized.”’ 


That is the provision of the Constitutign; | 


but here it is proposed to clothe a committee 
with a general power to investigate any man 
in the United States, and 


to them, without consulting the Senate of the 
United States. Now, suppose a power ofthat 
kind was proposed to be vested ina committee 
for any political purpose, I ask if it would 
not meet with universal condemnation? Is it 
more safe when proposed to be invested in a 
committee for the particular purpose stated 
in the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Illinois? Let us create this committee as we 
do other standing committees, and when they 
require power to send for persons and papers, 
we will give them that power in just the same 
way we give it to any standing committee of 


this body, and not upon any different terms or | 


principles. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Before the Senator from 
Indiana leaves the subject on which he has 
been speaking, | ask his attention for a mo- 
ment. He has seen fit to draw a comparison 
between the extreme promptness of the pun- 
ishment of Colonel Hodge by a military tribu- 
nal and the slowness of the proceedings taken 


in the city of New York against Tweed and | 


some of his associates. lask him if he knows 
of any other defaulter of the many under this 
Administration that has been punished except 
Hodge? and if he does know of any, I should 
like him to name the case. 


to send for his | 
private papers, upon private information given | 


I think of two || 


defaulters now: one of them is General Law- | 


rence, and the other Joshua Fessenden Bailey. 

Mr. MORTON. I do not know the partic- 
ular circumstances surrounding those two 
cases; but I will venture this assertion, (and 
{ will challenge the Senator to contradict me 


i 


| People waited for a day or two; went to his 





if he is familiar with the circumstances of the || 


two cases,) that wherever a defalcation 
been brought to the knowledge of this Admin- 
istration the offender has been dealt with 
promptly, and that upon a reasonable showing 
he has been removed from office, and the 
matter has been placed in the hands of the 
proper law officers. I believe that this Admin- 
istration will be distinguished beyond those in 
the past, or the most of those in the past, for 


has | 


the investigation and punishment of its own | 


friends where they have been found to be 
criminals. There ought to be no distinction. 
No party is worthy of the confidence of this 
people that will not investigate crime in its 
own ranks and bring its own offenders promptly 
to justice. I believe it is a charge that has 


heretofore been made against the Democratic || 


party in former days when it was in power 
that it was not prompt in bringing to justice 
its own criminals. That, perhaps, was one of 
the reasons why that party passed out of 


power; and when ours shall become justly | 
obnoxious to that charge, it will then be time | 


"1 


to consider the question whether it should not 
give place to a new one. 


| ance had drawn the gaze of the public and the 


| no extradition treaty. 


question which the Senator from California | 
put to the Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. MORTON. I yield for that purpose. | 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator from Cali- | 
fornia spoke of two officers. both of them re- | 
siding officially in the State which I in part 
represent—General Lawrence, pension agent, 
and Joshua F. Bailey, if I mistake not. Did 
the Senator refer to those two men? 

Mr. CASSERLY. I spoke of those two as | 
two that occurred to me at the time. 

Mr. CONKLING. I beg to say, then, that 
they were not the casesof offenders who could | 
be prosecuted and tried at all in the sense we 
are speaking of here. They were men whose 
flight was the first indication that anybody had 
of their guilt. Lawrence, the pension agent, 
suddenly disappeared. There was a sensation. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


office; it was said he would be there the next 
day; and before suspicion, even, came, much 
less a conviction in anybody’s mind that he 
was a delinquent, he had passed far beyond the 
reach of the arm’of the law. So with Joshua | 
I’, Bailey, the collector of the thirty second 
district in New York. I think Senators will 
remember the daily bulletins; first, that Mr. 
Bailey had not been at his office that day. 
There was great inquiry. It was said that he 
had gone to Brooklyn for some purpose; that 
he would be there the nextday. The next day 
came, and he was not there; and so on. It 
was only when lapse of time and non-appear- 


officials upon Mr. Bailey that anybody seriously 





suspected him of wrong; and [ may add that 
although his whereabouts are suspected now, 
he isina country with which, | believe, we have 
I think that is so, al- 
though I am not sure of the fact. At all events 
he is ** beyond seas,’’ and beyond the reach of 
the beak or claw of Federal power. As to Gen- 
eral Lawrence, he has gone I believe no man 
to this day knows where. I understand there 
isnoinformation. Therefore [think the Sen- 
ator can hardly cite those as cases where the 
Administration has been delinquent in institut- 
ing prosecutions. 

Mr. MORTON, One word further and Iam 
done. In these cases of defaleation and these 
cases of crime that have been referred to more 
particularly, they have occurred with men who 
could not be weeded out from the service by 
any system of civil service reform. They 
have not occurred with the ignorant, with the 
stupid, with the uneducated, but they have 
occurred with those men who would be par- 
ticularly reported as qualified under any sys- 
tem of civil service reform that could be pro- 
vided. The Senator from Ohio [Mr. Suer- 
MAN] suggests to me that Mr. Bailey was pro- 
moted during Mr. Johnson’s administration 
with general approbation. I know he was 
regarded as an etlicient officer. 

Mr. CASSERLY. The Senator will allow 


| me to say that he was renominated by this 
_ Administration and confirmed by the Senate. 


Mr. CONKLING, He was transferred by 
this Administration from the fourth to the 
thirty-second district. 

Mr. CASSERLY. He was confirmed by the 
Senate since I have been in the body. 

Mr. MORTON. He was put in office dur- 
ing the administration of Mr. Johnson. He 
had a high character for efficiency and ability, 
| believe was spoken of as one of the ablest 
revenue officers in the cityof New York, or 
perhaps in the United States, and he was 
transferred from a district having less business 
to one having more business because of his 


superior ability, and his integrity was never 


seriously suspected until he had fled. That 


led to the discovery of his defalcation, 


Mr. President, | am sorry to have to refer 
to this; but, as I said before, the whole drift 
of this debate has been to make the impres- 
sion on the country that under this Adminis- 
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yond what had existed before; that it wa 
necessary to use some extraordinary means 
for the purpose of ferreting it out and bring. 
ing the offenders to punishment. Now, 
there will always be corruption under , 1 
administrations; the time will not come i. 
our day when all men will be pure and 
honest; but what I say for the benefit of thi, 
Administration is that it is as pure ag any 
that has gone before it, much purer thay 
many that have gone before it; and that thep 
is no more occasion now for the use of ey. 
traordinary means than there has been unde; 
any Administration that has gone before. |, 
is true the country has become larger, the 
namber of officers is vastly increased, the 
amount of business to be done is vastly greater. 
but the average ability in administration an; 
the average integrity is as high, may I not gay 
higher, than it has been before in the history 
of the nation. ‘ 

Mr. CASSERLY. The Senator from Indi. 
ana, I repeat, drew a distinction intended to 
be a criminatory distinction against the admin. 
istration of affairs in New: York, between the 
swiftness of the conviction and punishment of 
Hodge by the Federal Government before q 
military tribunal and the slowness of the pro. 
ceedings against Tweed and his accomplices iy 
the civil courts of New York. I asked of him 
to mention. if he could, any other case of the 
many persons whom we had known of through 
the public prints and otherwise as defaulters io 
the Federal Government, under the presen 
national Administration, who had been pun. 
ished with the swiftness with which Hodve 
had been punished, or punished at all. he 
Senator in reply again launched out into a 
general eulogy of the present Administration 
and the lack of virtues on the part of Deino 
cratic Administrations in former times. That, 
sir, is not the question between the Senator 
and myself; nor is it, I may be allowed to say, 
the precise question before the Senate. he 
issue was made by the Senator himself as t» 
swift punishment of a Federal defaulter and 
the extreme tardiness of punishment inflicted 
upon wrong-doers in the city of New York. 

The Senator from New York upon that in- 
citement came into the fray. The Senate 
heard what he said about the two cases which, 
on being challenged, I mentioned because they 
were the only two that [ then thought of—the 
cases of Lawrence and Bailey. He and the 
Senator from Indiana concurred in the genera! 
statement of the extreme high standing and 
exceptional fitness of those two persous ior 
the offices, the duties of which they discharged 
so ill. Do those Senators wish us to under 
stand that the very best men they have are 
men who are dishonest in public trust? 

The Senator from New York interposed a 
further plea for his Administration that Bailey 
and Lawrence had both fled. Is that a virtue 
in an Administration, that it allows its rogues 
to getaway? ‘That is the most extraordinary 
element of praise in regard to an Administra: 
tion in power, or to the administration of justice 
anywhere, that [ think Ihave ever heard. Mr. 
Tweed was not allowed to get away, nor Mr. 
Connolly, nor any of the great offenders 1 
New York. They were seized there; they 
were laid, hold of by the process of the |a¥, 
and they are there held to-day, as far as tle 
process of the law can avail to hold them, aud 
there they will be kept, if there is power 0 
the law to do it. 

I did not pretend to speak of Lawrence auf 
Bailey as the only two defaulters under the 
present Federal Administration. There ate 
many more; there are at least half a scor’ 
that could be named could I have prepare? 
myself for a debate on such a matter. Ant 
now, sir, I will ask this further question: 
whether as regards Lawrence or as regat 
Colonel Hodge, or the two latest cases in‘ 
Treasury Department, the detection of eithe! 
Hodge or of those two latest cases was owilt 


|| tration there was wide-spread corruption be- |i to any vigilance in the Administration? |! 
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our information derived from the papers is | 
ones L if 
vas by himself. 1 
ee his wrong doing, he confessed it. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend is asking 
information 
ao CASSERLY. Certainly ; Lonly speak 
of what I read in the newspapers. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is quite otherwise 
from the truth as am informed. The defal- | 
cation was discovered by the accounting offi- 
cers of the Treasury in passing upon Hodge’s 
vouchers; and then when it was brought to 
his attention, finding that the thing was dis- 
covered, he confessed it. 

Mr. CASSERLY. At all events he had 
gone on fora long period, some years, with- 
out detection; five years, the Senator from 
Missouri [Mr. Barr] says, of which of course 
I shall be told that two or three are charge- 
able to the administration of ‘‘the greatest 
criminal of this or any other age,’’ (Andrew 
Johnson, ) in the phrase of our Radical friends. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I wish to make an appeal 
to the Senator from California if he will allow 
me todo so. It is now four o'clock 

Mr. CASSERLY. Does the Senator from 
Minnesota wish to speak on this subject? 

Mr. RAMSEY. Notparticularly now. My 
object is to move an adjournment. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I shall be through ina 
moment. Then, sir, as to the two recent de- | 
faulters in the Treasury, there certainly can be | 
no doubt that if the information in the papers 
be at all correct they were discovered by the 
agency of an outside person, a banker, a Mr. 
Fant. Becoming suspicious from the transac- 
tions of these parties, or one of them, with his 
banking-house, he very properly imparted his 
suspicions to the authorities. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will my friend allow me | 
to interrupt him again? 

Mr. CASSERLY. Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Undoubtedly the bank- | 
ing-house to which my friend refers was aware 
of the statute of the United States, as my friend 
is, which makes it a felony for any person 
employed in the Treasury Department to be | 
engaged in commercial transactions or in stock | 
jobbing, either in gold or the securities of the 
United States. This person having stolen 
money out of that which was in his custody, to | 
be used for this purpose, these bankers would 
make themselves accessories to the crime if 
they did not disclose it. 

Mr. CASSERLY. That is amereside issue, 
obviously. I do not know Mr. Fant. It was 
not my intention to eulogize him. If my com- 
mendation of him has affronted the Senator | 
from Vermont, I withdraw it. 

_Mr. EDMUNDS. Notatall. He did quite 
right. He did just what the law required. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I was not aware of that 
statute, and I do not believe it is generally 
known. Certainly, judging by what most of | 
us must know of the transactions of officials 
under the administration of the United States, 
it would be very difficult to imagine that such 
a statute was in force. 

Now, sir, while I have been speaking, the 
names have been handed to me of several 
other defaulters who are still unwhipped of 
justice. 

Mr. CONKLING. Who are they? 

Mr. CASSERLY. I find the names of 
Colonel Forbes and Colonel Calhoun, pension | 
agents in Philadelphia. | 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Colonel Forbes has been | 
brought to justice already. 

Mr. CASSERLY. But have these parties | 
been punished ? | 

Mr. EDMUNDS. They are under arrest. | 

Mr. SCOTT. The Senator from California | 
asks a question, and [ hope he will give mean | 
Opportunity to reply to it. | 


Oppressed by the conscious- || 
| 


D 

















Mr. CASSERLY. Certainly. 
_ Mr. SCOTT. The Senator asks a question 
in relation to the pension.agents who have been |. 
recently defaulters in Philadelphia, and as this | 





} 


whole subject has been brought in by an illus- 


New York, I will answer that question, and 


the discovery of Hodge’s defaication || tration relating to the municipal officers of || 


take occasion to answer it’ by referring to the || 


sister city of Philadelphia. First, in relation 
to the two pension agents, their defalcations 
were discovered by the examination of the 
officers of the Pension Bureau themselves ; 
and as soon as those defalcations were discov- 
ered, those pension agents were dismissed, 
The investigations are in progress, and I was 
informed by the head of the Pension Bureau 
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that it was his intention, as soon as those in- | 


vestigations satisfied him of whether it was 
right in the case or not, to institute a prosecu- 
tion. I understand that the money has been 


returned in both instances to the Government. | 


The Government loses nothing in either case. 
Now, as it was a municipal illustration that 
brought this case in, and the Senator from 
California seems exceedingly desirous to get 
an illustration in contrast with that, let me 
give him one in relation to Philadelphia. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I did not start the 
municipal illustration. 

Mr.SCOTT. Within the last six weeks the 


Republican treasurer of the city of Philadel- | 
phia was detected in having loaned about four | 


hundred thousand dollars of the funds of the || 
It was in | 
The coun- | 


city toa banker on Third street. 
violation of the law of the State. 
cils of the city were in Republican hands ; the 
district attorney of the city is a Republican, 
and as a consequence of that revelation that 
treasurer has within these six weeks been dis- 
missed from office, tried in court, and found 
guilty; and there is an indictment also pend- 


if not already tried, 1 suppose will also be 
found guilty on the same testimony. 
Mr. CASSERLY. 


right. No Senator here is able to name any 


one but Hodge who has undergone the penal- | 


ties of the law for his defalceation. 
that Colonel Forbes and Colonel Calhoun have 
been dismissed is certainly hardly worth men- 
tioning as an adequate punishment for such an 
offense. Of course they were dismissed—dis- 
missed in the exercise of a power which acts 
on the moment, which is extremely summary, 
having no sort of analogy or comparison to the 
proceedings of courts of law. 

I have bad handed to me other names, but 
I do not wish to prolong the controversy. I 


have afforded an opportunity for Senators so | 


disposed to name one person—— 

Mr. CONKLING. I wish the Senator would 
read those names. 
they are. 

Mr. CASSERLY. 
them. 
to name anybody besides Hodge who has been 
punished. They have failed to do so, and the 


I do not wish to read 


The fact | 


I should like to know who | 


I have given Senators the opportunity | 


country now can judge of the justice of the | 


comparison raised by the Senator from Indi- 
ana aud of the high-sounding claims which we 
have heard here all day, without any objection 
on our part, of the superior virtue and vigor 
of this Administration, not only above all pres 
ent administrations in the States, but above 
all Administrations that ever existed in this 
Government, rot even excepting the adminis- 
tration of George Washington. 

Mr. WILSON. 1 regret very much that 
this debate has occurred, but it is very evident 
to my mind that it cannot be finished to-night. 


I desire to say a few words upon it myself after | 
what has been said; and | therefore move that | 
the Senate do now adjourn. [‘‘ No!’’ ‘‘No!’’] | 


Mr. ANTHONY. 
this matter to-night. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Car- 
PENTER in the chair.) The Senator from 
Massachusetts moves that the Senate do now 
adjourn, which is not debatable. 


I hope we shall finish 


The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS IN UTAH, ETC, 
Mr. HOOPER, of Utah, by unanimous con- 


| sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 615) grant- 


| ing lands to aid in the reclamation of desert 





Mr. President, I still am || 


lands in the Territory of Utah; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Utah, also, by unanimous 
consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 616) to 
incorporate the Bear River and Cache Valley 
Canal Company, and for a grant of land to aid 
in the construction of a canal for irrigation 
and other purposes in the Territories of Utah 
and Idaho; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Utah, also, by unanimous 
consent, introduced a bill (H.R. No. 617) to 
incorporate the Weber Riverand Kay's Creek 
Canal Company, and for a grant of land to 
aid in the construction of a canal for irriga- 
tion and other purposes in the Territory of 
Utah; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Utah, also, by unanimous 
consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 618) 


| granting lands to aid in the reclamation of 
ing against the banker as an accomplice, who, || 


desert lands in the Territory of Utah; which 
was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNORS 
Mr. CONNER. I ask unanimous consent 
to introduce the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, 
requested to report to this House the namesof the 
several Governors of the Territories of the United 


| States, the dates of their appointment to office, the 


length of time they or any of them have been ab- 
sent from their posts of duty, whether any of them 
are traveling in foreigu countries at this. time, and 
if so, whether they draw their pay for the time of 
their absence. 


Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. I object. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER. The morning hour now 
begins; and the first pes in order is the 
presentation of reports from the Committee 


on Foreign Affairs. 


TREATY OF WASHINGTON. 


Mr. BANKS. Iam directed by the Com- 


| mittee on Ioreign Affairs to report back the 


bill (H. R. No. 489) making appropriations 
for expenses incurred under articles twelve to 


| seventeen, inclusive, of the treaty between the 


United States and Great Britain, concluded at 
Washington May 8, 1871. It is my purpose, 


| Mr. Speaker, to move that this biil be referred 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. I will state, however, that the 
appropriation of $62,000 wLich is provided for 
in this bill is for the British and American 
claims commission, which, since September, 
has been in session under the treaty without 
pay. The bill reported yesterday, and this 
bill, are all that the committee will report in 
the way of appropriations for the execution of 
the treaty. At the suggestion of several prom- 
inent members of the House, the other pro- 
visions of the treaty will not be reported upon 
until after the holidays, when a full opportun- 


| ity will be given, so far as the Committee on 


The motion was agreed to; there being on |, 


a division—ayes 32, noes 20; and (at four 


‘oreign Affairs is concerned, to discuss them 
Foreign Aff J, to d tk 

at length upon their merits. To-morrow, if 
there be no insuperable objection, I shall ask 


|| the House to go into the Committee of the 


o'clock aud five minutes p. m.) the Senate | 


adjourned. 


|| two appropriation bil!s. 


| Whole for the purpose of considering these 


I move now that this 
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bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 
The motion was agreed to. 


WAGES AND HOURS OF LABOR. 


Mr. HOAR. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor to report back, 
with a recommendation that it pass, the bill 
(H. R. No. 374) to provide for the appoint- 
ment of a commission on the subject of the 
wages and hours of labor and the division of 
profits between labor and capital in the United 
States. I propose to move that an additional 
number of copies of the bill be printed, and 


that its consideration be postponed until after || 


the holidays, and made a special order. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
to its being made a special order. 
Mr. HOAR. 1 move that the further con- 
sideration of the bill be postponed and made 


a special order for W ednesday, the 10th of } 


January. 

The SPEAKER, That proposition cannot 
be adopted except by unanimous consent; and 
the Chair understands the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Ganrrieip] to object. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will not ob- 
ject if the consideration of the bill be restricted 
to the single day named; but | cannot agree 
that the bill shall be continued as a special 
order from day to day until disposed of. 

Mr. HOAR. 


made a special order for that one day at one 


o'clock, to take precedence at that time of all | 


other business. 

The SPEAKER, 
ter fix half past one. 

Mr. HOAR. I accept the suggestion of the 
Chair, and modify my motion so as to fix that 
hour. 

Mr. KERR. 
of the chairman of the committee, [Mr. Hoar. ] 
Is this bill approved by the committee? 

Mr. HOAR. 
by the committee, but the understanding is that 
there shall be opportunity for any amendment 
which may be desired. It is the purpose of 
the committee to afford opportunity for any 
amendment which may be offered at the proper 
time, 

Mr. KERR. 
ject. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s propo- 
sition is that this bill shall be made a special 
order, to the exclusion of all other orders, for 
the single day of Wednesday, January 10, 

Mr. WOOD. I object to that. 

Mr. KERR. So do L. 

Mr. HOAR. Very well; then I now move 
to put the bill ou its passage, and ask the Clerk 
to read it, 

The Clerk read the bill. The first section 
Ree that there shall be appointed by the 
resident, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, a commission of three per- 


The gentleman had bet- 


That being so, I do not ob- 


sons, who shall hold oflice for the period of | 


two years from the date of their appointment, 
unless their duties shall have been sooner ac- 


complished, who shall investigate the subject | 
of the wages and hours of labor, and of the || 
division of the joint profits of labor and capital | 
between the laborer and the capitalist, and | 
the social, educational, and sanitary condition | 


of the laboring classes of the United States, 
and how the same are affected by existing laws 
regulating commerce, finance, and currency. 
The second section provides that said commis- 
sioners shall receive a salary of $5,000 each, 
shall be authorized to employ a clerk, and 
shall report the result of their investigation to 
the President, to be by him transmitted to 
Congress. 

The SPEAKER. This bill has been twice 
read, and the question now is upon ordering 
it to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. KERR. I move to lay the bill on the 
table. 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts has the floor. 


I shall object | 


| the governed. 
| are the State itself. 


I move, then, that the bill be | 


I desire to make an inquiry | 


[ understand it to be approved | 





demaon 
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| Mr. HOAR, AndI do not yield for that | have not heard their side of the story. Qn, 


purpose. 
Mr. Speaker, I had hoped the House, for its 
own convenience, would have desired to post- 


pone the consideration of this bill to a fixed | 


day, in order that members might have an 
opportunity to consider it in detail more fully 
than they have done. It is, however, a very 
simple bill, and one which, when it is thor- 
oughly understood by gentlemen on both sides 
of the House, I am quite sure will receive 


nearly or quite their unanimous approbation. 


It is well known that from all parts of the 
country, from all parts of the civilized world, 
there comes up to our ears a cry of discontent 


| from that portion, that large portion of the 


human race who receive the compensation of 
their daily labor in the form of wages. In 
other countries these classes are a portion of 
In this country these classes 
The number of persons 
who come within the general description of 
‘*the laboring classes’’ is in this country so 
large and important, and the other classes are 


| sotew and unimportant, that it is not too much 


to say that the latter may be left out in consid- 


| ering who are the persons whose will should | 
|| determine the policy of the country, and who 
/are the persons for whose benefit that policy 


should be directed. 
they are the State. 

Now it is urged, not only by agitators, by mal- 
contents, but by a large and increasing number 
of the class I have named, that our existing 


The laborers of the State, 


institutions, our existing laws on the subject || 
of the tariff, the finance, the currency, and on | 


taxation, tend more and more to give an undue 
share of the joint profits of the resul¥of labor 
and capital to the latter, and to deprive the 
former of its due and proper share. In other 
words, that a man who, either by his own 
economy or by fortune or accident has got 
into his possession the savings of the labor of 
the past generation, and contributes the use 


of these savings to the labor of the present, | 


receives an undue and improper share of the 
result of the labor of the country. Now, the 
first duty of legislators in regard to a com- 
plaint of this sort is to provide for a thorough, 
exact, fearless ascertainmentof the fact. We 
ought not to be afraid of light; forno abuse is 


so great, no darknessso profound, no prejudice | 
in this country so intense, that we*require to | 


cover it with a vail or need fear to let in on it the 
light of day. 
of society the cure, just as in regard to many 
of the diseases which beset the human frame, 
is not medicine, but the cure is light. Let 
them be brought into the sunlight and the sick 
will get well. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not place this bill 
on the judgment or recommendation of the 
committee alone. I claim we owe the slight 


expenditure necessary to ascertain the fact to | 


the judgment of the laboring men themselves. 


In my own State, during the last campaign, a | 
_ respectable body of our tellow-citizens, consti- | 
| tuting whatis called the ‘‘Labor party,’’ in their | 
State convention assembled, commended to | 


Congress the passage of this very bill whichis 
now before the House. And, although they 


were arrayed politically against the party which | 
has the majority in the administration of the | 
| Government to-day, they expressed their grati- 
| fication and respect for that party, in conse- 


quence of its giving its attention to this matter. 


Another and more interesting fact I desire to | 
state to the Housein thisconnection. The grand | 


International Association of Workingmen, an 
organization which pervades Europe, which un- 
derlies thrones, orders of nobility, establish- 
ments for trade or for commerce, and which is 
making its voice heard and its power felt every- 
where, has asked of the Congress of the United 
States this special measure. 
competent to express an opinion in regard to 
the interesting historic question of the relation 
of the Commune to the events which took 


place in Paris during the last summer. We 


_istence, whatever it may have been, that there 
' was an object before their eyes, whateyer that 


In regard to most of the eviis | 








Now, sir, I am not 





December 13 


ee — 


thing we know, that there was a cause in ex. 


object may have been, which led these wor}. 
ing people in Paris, young men and young 
women in the morning of life, not merely from 


| the ignorant or oppressed classes, but fro, 


the classes of culture, of family ties, in som, 
cases of wealth—which led them to go doy» 
to their deaths calmly, heroically, cheerfyjly. 
as ever bridegroom went to his marriage feas, 
And I do not believe that a cause which jp. 
spired that heroism is a cause which is not 
entitled to the respect of Americans every. 
where. : 

The International Association of European 
and American Workingmen has this title ty 
respect among others, that it has established 
among the nations of the world a relation, tha: 
it has recognized a kindred between man anj 


| man, growing out of the common bond of 


labor, greater, more powerful, more binding 
than any mere national attachment, or thay 
any tie which connects the subject to the goy. 
ereign. America is the last nation that ough; 
to be ungrateful for that sublime accomplish. 
ment. In the darkest days of our own war, 
when the governing classes of England woul 
have been glad to have joined the emperor of 
France in recognition of the southern confed 
eracy, what prevented it was the angry grow! 


| from the workingmen of Lancashire, saying to 


the English Government, ‘*‘We love the work 
ingmen of North America a great deal better, 
we are more nearly allied in interest and in feel. 
ing to the workingmen of America, than we 
are to the aristocracy of England; and although 
we have borne many things from you, ove 
thing we will not bear, that you shall array ihe 
power and the might of England against tie 
cause in which those American workingmen 
are engaged.’’ 

Now, sir, I hold in my hand the general 
rules and the administrative regulations of 
the International Workingmen’s Association, 
adopted at their meeting in London in October 
of the present year—a meeting attended by 
delegates comprehending leading minds from 
al) civilized nations of the world; and among 
other things they express their desire that an 
inquiry may be instituted in each localit; 
where branches of their association exist, and 
they express their wish for a codperation, 
especially in the United States of America, in 
ascertaining the facts which this bill of mine 
requires to be ascertained by this commissiov. 
I will ask the Clerk to read the two paragrap)s 


| beginning at the top of the tenth page. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
“The congress, therefore, proposes that in each 


locality where branches of our association exist th 
| work be immediately commenced, and evidence col 


lected on the different points specified in thie sub- 
joined scheme of inquiry; the congress invites the 
workingmen of Europe and the United States o! 
America to codperate in gathering the elements 0! 
the statistics of the working class; reports and ey 

dence to be forwarded to the general couneil. Th 


| general council shall elaborate them into a report, 


adding the evidence as an appendix. This report, 
together with its appendix, shall be laid before the 
next annual congress, and, after having received i's 
sanction, be printed at the expense of the assovii- 
tion. 

“General scheme of inquiry, which may of cours? 
be modified by each locality: 1. Industry, name ol. 
2. Age and sex of the employed. 3. Number of the 
employed. 4. Salaries and wages; (a) apprentices: 
(b) wages by the day or piecework; scale paid by 
middlemen; weekly, yearly average. 5. (a) Llours 
of work in factories. (6) The hours of work will 
small employers and in home-work, if the business 
be carried on in those different modes. (¢) Nigh! 
work and day work. 6. Meal times and treatment. 
7. Sort of workshop and work; over-crowding, ‘le 
fective ventilation, want of sunlight, use of ga 
light, cleanliness, &e. 8. Effect of employ mentupo® 
the physical condition. 9. Moral condition, educ 
tion. 10. State of trade; whether season trade, “ 
more or less uniformally distributed over the yea. 
whether greatly fluctuating, whether exposed 
foreign competition, wheter destined principally 
for home or foreign consumption, &c,”’ 


Mr. HOAR. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say 
that in framing this bill it was the desire ” 
avoid, if possible, anything that should exc''¢ 
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any political antagonism whatever. Iam quite 
cure that among the Democratic party a very 
considerable number of influential gentlemen 
approve the purpose of this bill, and desire 
that the investigation which it contemplates 
may take place. In my own State of Massa- 
chusetts a similar bureau for the investigation 
of this question has been established and the 
result of their examination has been claimed 
by the Democratic party of that State to show 
creat mistakes and errors in the administra- 
tion of the affairs of the State by the party to 
which I belong. Whether they are right or 
wrong in that claim, I do not care to discuss at 
present. All I desire to say is this: that, so 
far as l am concerned, I welcome the investi- 
gation as cheerfully, if its results shall be to 
show that in all the measures to which I have 
viven my assent there has been error, as if it 
shall be the reverse. This isa question whether 
the daily life of millions of Americans can be || 
made better. It is a question too high for | 
party, too sacred to be mingled with the petty 
schemes or the petty ambition of mere politi- 
ans. 

. Now, sir, some gentlemen have thought that 
it would be more proper to establish a bureau 
of labor instead of the commission which I 
propose, and perhaps when this commission 
has made its report sucha bureau may be | 
recommended, and Congress may see fit to 
establish it. But it occurred to me that if, in 
the outset, a bureau of this kind were pro- 
posed, it would encounter the objection that 
that bureau must necessarily become a part of 
the general administration of the country, that 
ihe selection of the person to be at the head 
of it would be governed partly by political or 
partisan considerations, and it might therefore 
unjustly, undoubtedly, but still naturally, en- | 
counter opposition and criticism ; whereas if 
we provide in the first instance a commission 
whose term of office is to expire in two years, 
unless it shall please Congress to extend it, 
composed of gentlemen capable of dealing | 
with this special subject, of high character and | 
high attainments, representing all phases of | 
opinion, the two essentials for their selection | 
being capacity and impartial honesty, it will 
not encounter the objection I have named. 

How much time is there left? 

The SPEAKER. There are thirty minutes 
of the morning hour left, and the gentleman 
himself has forty minutes. 

Mr. HOAR. Well, I yield ten minutes to 
my colleague, [Mr. Dawes. | 

Mr. DAWES. Ido not rise to debate the 
merits of this measure so much as to express 
ny regret that it has not arrested the attention | 
oi my distinguished friend from Indiana [ Mr. 
Kerr] on the other side of the House, and 
that he should feel constrained, withdut any 
suggestion of anything as a substitute, or of 
any solicitude in regard to this matter, to make 
% motion that would put it forever to sleep. 
It would, I think, have been better, and that 
we might have deliberated more intelligently, 
if my other friend on the other side of the 
House, the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Woop,] had been willing that this bill should 
lave been set down asa special order for a | 
single day inthe future. But neither my friend 
from Indiana nor my friend from New York 
Seems to have had his attention at all called 
to the great subject which is now creating so 
much uneasiness and anxiety and inquiry 
throughout the country. They do not seem 
so much to complain of this particular meas- || 
ure as not meeting the great end for which | 
there seems to be so much reaching forward as 
that we should consider it at all; and that is my 
regret. 

I do not desire to intimate that they repre- 
Sent upon this subject the party to which they 
belong, for I do not think they do; but I must 
express my surprise that gentlemen of such 
ability, and of such inquiring minds, as Lknow || 
they are, have not had their attention called | 


1] 


|| 





to the fact that no greater subject is looming up 
in the near future, calling upon those solicit- 


ous that legislators shall meet the demand of | 


this question. I regret that they should oppose 
a measure simply providing for the appoint- 
ment of a commission to gather together and 
submit to the legislators of the country the re- 


they may gather together. 
from Indiana, upon due consideration, will 


professions, we should stop awhile, an hour 
or two, it may be, and consider some practical 


|| question, and let alone this idea of resolving 
for the | 


in Our conventions our attachment 


| sults of their investigations and any statistics | 
I think my friend | 


cause and our promise in the future to do | 


something in relation to it. 
ple of cojperation, now so successfully devel- 


The great princi- | 


oping itself in other countries, and just being | 
introduced into this country, does not seem to | 
have attracted the attention of either of my | 
distinguished friends who desire to brush this || 
whole thing away or put it to sleep; neither | 


the claim of labor, on the one hand, that its 


best interest lies in limiting the hours of labor, | 
nor of capital, on the other, that the true | 


interests of labor and capital may possibly 
be reconciled upon some principle of mutual 
advantage, so that they will go on hand in 
hand in developing each other, and in strength- 
ening each other and improving each other in 
this land of laborers. 


I hope, therefore, my friend will see it in 


the line of his duty to withdraw his motion to 
lay this bill upon the table, and to consent to 
setting aside for its consideration a single 
day in the future, or to permit its passage at 
this time. 

Mr. HOAR. I now yield to the gentleman 
from Indiana near me, | Mr. SHanks. | 

Mr. KERR. I hope the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] will allow us on 
this side of the House a little time to answer 
what has been said on the other side. Their 
statements have been so extraordinary, so 
fallacious in all respects, it is due that we 
should have an opportunity at least to answer 
them. 

Mr. HOAR. I have the floor, I believe. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] is entitled to the 


| floor. 


Mr. HOAR. No gentleman upon the other 
side of the House has expressed any opposi- 
tion to this bill, or any desire to speak upon 
it, pro or con, with the exception of one gen 
tleman, a member of the committee, whose 
request was communicated to me by the chair 


| man of the committee but a momentago. I 


am certainly desirous of allowing the fullest 
debate that will be agreeable to the House. 
Mr. KERR. ‘The gentleman will do much 
better to give us a little time. 
Mr. HOAR. 
Mr. KERR. 
Mr. HOAR. 
[Mr. Kerr] desires to lay this bill upon the 
table, to have a vote that will dispose ot it with- 
out any debate at all. And that is the only 
manifestation of desire that he has exhibited. 


I am in order. 


| Ifthe gentleman will now agree that the ques- 


tion on this bill shall be taken at a fixed hour 
to-morrow, I will consent to divide the time 
with gentlemen on the other side of the House. 

Mr. KERR. I will agree to nothing. 

Mr. HOAR. Then 1 will yield, as I have 
said, to the gentleman near me, [ Mr. SuAnks. ] 

Mr. KEKR. The gentleman's colleague 
[Mr. Dawes] has attacked me without cause, 
and [ am entitled to answer. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I rise to a question of 
order. 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman will state it. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. | understand that by the |! 


I call the gentleman to order. 


The gentleman from Indiana | 


the hour to reconcile labor and capital, than || 
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rules of the House it is the exclusive right 
and prerogative of the Speaker to assign the 
floor to gentlemen; but a custom seems to 
heve grown up of giving any gentleman who 
takes the floor on any subject, and who is 
therefore entitled to speak for an hour, the 
privilege of farming it out, first to one to speak 
tor the bill, and then toanother to speak against 
it; to peddle out the time pretty much as an 
old colored woman peddles peanuts at her 


|| stand. Now, the point I make is this: when a 
himself see that it is better, at least, that | 
instead of talking here so much upon our || 
| political status, and our anxiety to run a/| 

| race on the one side and on the other, in |) 


gentleman who has the floor has addressed the 


| House and has finished his remarks he should 


take his seat,gnd the Speaker should then assign 
the floor to whoever he may designate as enti- 
tled to it, whether on the one side or the other. 


| I object to the whole system of peddling, dick- 


| in the morning hour. 


ering, bargaining 

The SPEAKIR. The point of order need 
not be further argued. Both the usage of the 
House and its rules allow it to be done. The 
rules provide that if a gentleman yields the 
floor to another to offer an amendment he 
cannot resume it. But nothing is better estab- 
lished than the right of a gentleman to yield a 
portion of his time to another. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then, if I may be allowed 
to make a remark against this usage, which | 
hold to be in violation of the spirit and the 
letter of the rule, a usage that has grown up in 
violation of law, I will say that 1 would like to 
have the question settled. As an illustration, 
if | may be permitted to refer to it—— 

Mr. DAWES. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman that the rules have been changed since 
he was formerly a member of this House ; 
rule used to be as he states. 

The SPEAKER. The rules only prohibit 
a gentleman from yielding the floor for the 
purpose of allowing an amendment to ie 
offered and then resuming it again. But the 
rules expressly provide that where a member 
is entitled to the floor for one hour he may 
yield a portion of his time to any other mem 
ber. ‘That may be a wrong rule, but it isa 
rule of the House. 

Mr. KILLINGER. | rise to a parliament- 
ary inquiry. Will there not be an opportunity 
for amendment after the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Hoar] yields the floor? 

TheSPEAKER. Thatthe Chair is not able 
to answer. The gentleman from Massachiu- 
setts reported the bill and proposed to have it 
made a special order for Wednesday, the 10th 
of January. That was objected to. The bill 
is now under discussion, and must hold its place 
It is now in the amend- 
l'o whom the floor shall be as- 
signed after the hour of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts has expired is a matter withia 
the diseretion of the Chair, 

Mr. SHANKS. Mr. Speaker, on last Mon- 
day [ introduced in this House a biil for the 
purpose of establishing a bureau of labor, and 
to define the duties of the head of that bureau. 
I believed then, as I believe now, that the time 
has come when this Congress should take hold 
of this subject and discharge promptly its duty 
to the people by athorough investigation, which 
shall determine by clear proof whether labor 
practically stands on an equal footing with cap- 
ital, or whether the capital of the country 
practically owns the labor of the country. It 
has been the pride of the Republican party, and 
of this age, that the labor of this country has 
been rescued to a very great extent froin the 
hands of capital. It remains now for the Repre- 
sentatives of the people to see to it that labor 





ne 


able stage. 


| does not go back into the hands of capital. 


The laboring people of this nation think to-day 
that they are subjected unjustly to capital ; 
that discriminations are made against them 
which have this effect. It is due to the large 


| number of people holding this opinion that we 


should investigate the subject and determine 
whether they ure correct in their judgment. 
If they are correct, it is the duty of this Con- 
gress toredeem them from that thralldom ; and 





) 
( 
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if they are not correct, it is the duty of Con- 
gress to place in their hands the means by 
which their judgment shall be proved to be 
unfounded. 

I am in favor of this bill, though I much 
prefer the organization of a bureau that shall 
proceed at once to make an inquiry of this 
kind, because the commission contemplated 
by this bill will be embarrassed to some extent 
in consequence of its want of power to bring 
before it the proper testimony, the evidences 
which may produce the effect desired. How- 
ever, I sustain this measure. Speaking for 
the people whom I have the hgnor to repre- 
sent, I say to this Congress that the time has 
come when we should no longer neglect this 
matter. The question is, whether we shall 
obey the edict of the American people which 
has gone out to the effect that their legislative 
department shall take care of the laboring 
elements of the country, and not leave them 
to be mistreated by capital. In every country 
the original element of wealth is labor. Cap- 
ital is the result of that labor; and if it has 
come about that capital, the result of labor, 
controls labor itself and directs its fate, then 
the time has come when this wrong should be 
righted, and the laboring people restored to 
their original and righiful position. 

I am, as | have said, in favor of this measure, 
and shall sustain it; but lam much more in 
favor of a measure that shall go tothe root of the 
evil and investigate the wages of laborers, male 
or female, the expenses of living, the amount 
of rents, the rates of interest, ali the outlays 
imposed upon the laboring people in the sup- 
port of themselves and theirfamilies. We may 
thus be enabled to see what are practically the 
present relations of labor and capital, and 
whether labor stands fairly in the fight with 
Capital. 

lhe SPEAKER. In answer to the point 
made by the gentleman from Ohio, {| Mr. Camp- 


BELL,| the Chair directs the reading of an | 


extract from the rules. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“While a member is occupying the floor he may 
yield it to another for explanation of the pending 
measure, as well as for personal explanation. do, 
too, he may yield it for a motion to adjourn, or that 
the committee rise, without losing his right to reoc- 
cupy it for the remainder of his time whenever the 
pending question shall be resumed; but it is other- 


wise when he yields to enable another to offeror with- | 


draw an amendment.” 

Mr. HOAR. I nowyield for ten minutes to 
the gentleman ‘rom Pennsylvania, {| Mr. Ke.- 
LEY. | 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am grateful 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Hoar] for baving brought this subject to the 
attention of the House. it demands imme- 
diate and earnest considerauion. The failure 
to investigate such questions as this bill pro- 
poses to submit to an able commission has 
deprived England of her national prestige and 
threatens her imminently with revolution. It 
was the failure to consider these questions by 
the imperial Government ot I’rance, and those 
which preceded it, that lighted the fires of the 
Commune in Paris. 
ernments to cousider the condition of the 
masses of the people that is upheaving society 
in all lands, and has brought about an inter- 
national association of the bone and muscle 
of the world, the action of which is teaching 
Governments and privileged classes that with 
the laborers, notwithstanding their hard con- 


it is the jailure of Gov: | 


| add—‘‘and of partnership,’ 
mote, if possible, or to at least enlighten the | 
laborers and capitalists of the country as to | 
| the feasibility of codperation and the prospects 
_of happy results from its establishment in this 
| country. 


quarter of a million of people, who flee from | 


| lands which are not poverty-stricken, but which 
abound in wealth and its elements, because the 
toilers in the midst of that wealth are doomed 
to penury, to want, to hunger, and often to 
death from inanition. Recent English writers 
aud the reports of pariiamentary commis- 
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Mr. WOOD. i desire to ask the Chair fo, 


what length of time the gentleman from Mas, 


sachusetts [Mr. Hoar] holds the floor? 


sions show that among the laboring people | 
of England are several millions who are in | 


want of healthful and sufficient food through- 
| out succeeding years. 
| ure to consider these questions that England 
is becoming the land of drunkenness, and that 


| while her receipts of revenue from spirits swell 


from year to year, her home consumption of 
her own cotton goods has fallen off thirty-five 
per cent. in four years. 
ers are ill-fed, ill-clad, and housed in kennels 
inferior to those of the hounds of the plutoc- 
racy. 


honest 


| family. 

Mr. Speaker, we are walking in the ways 
of old nations. 
results for the present by reason of the extent 
and freedom of our public lands. Go into our 


old and crowded cities; go into New York, | 
the commercial metropolis of the country, and | 
you find poverty as gaunt, want as absolute, | 


the inability to find employment at certain 
seasons as complete, as it is in the east end of 
London or the heart of Lancashire. 
| God, it is never so widespread! Let us take 
| measures to prevent it from ever becoming 
so. Prudeut forecast will do this. We are 
| following in the footsteps of the old nations; 
| and now, while it is day, while without vio- 
lence order may be given to that which is 


running into chaos, while the whole subject is || 


susceptible of easy control, let us authorize 
the appointment of a commission which shall, 
at the end of two years or sooner, give us such 
a report as may be agreed upon. Wesee what 
results England’s commercial and revenue sys- 
tems have produced. 
aud avoid them in time; and I would add—and 
Ihopethe gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Hoar] will, iu the thirteenth line of the first 


| section of the bill, where he speaks of laws 


regulating commerce, finance, aud currency, 
’ in order to pro- 


We who live under a Government resting 
upon the virtue and intelligence of the people 


_cannot afford to permit the laborers of any 


one of the States of the Union to fall into 
the condition of the laboring people of Eng- 
land, of France, of Austria, or even of Bel- 
gium, where better provision is made for edu- 
cation than in the others. 
that they whose skill and toil in the mine and 
the coal-bank initiate our industries and sup- 


ply us with power, or who convert the ores | 


into metal and all forms of utility and beauty ; 
that they who shear the flock and wash the 


|| wool and spin and weave and dyeit; that they 


dition, there are also intellect, culwure, and | 


energetic but disciplined will. It is the failure 
of Governments to recognize the questions pro- 
pounded by the gentleman’s bill that is arous- 


ing the young enthusiasts of Eugland and the | 


continent of Europe in hostility to church 
and throne, and making them, titled though 
they be, leaders of the poor and oppressed 
toilers of the Old World. 

Sir, it is the failure of European Govern- 
ments to consider these question that is bring- 
ing to our country each year more than a 


who by their labor convert the apparently arid 
fields of the South into cotton and all its useful 
and beautiful fibers, shall not live in igno- 
rance, and shall not, in this country, so richly 
endowed with every description of material 
wealth, live in poverty and die in want. Their 
toil, enforced by steam and mechanical appli- 
ances, and our resources, if regulated and 


| equitably adjusted, are sufficient to banish 


poverty, except as the result of intemperance, 
trom the wide limits of our country. 
| [Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. HOAR. | now yield to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Srorm] for five min- 


i} utes. 


I have the authority of Rt. H. Patter- | 
son, of Daniel Grant, of Sir Edward Sullivan, | 
and a host of recent writers, proving that the | 
toil of a laboring family in England | 
can no longer keep a decent roof over that | 


We are saved from these dire | 


We must look to it | 


It is owing to the fail- || 


The SPEAKER, For one hour. 

Mr. WOOD. How many minutes of his how 
are left ? 

The SPEAKER. Fifteen. 

Mr. STORM. I am very sorry that 
opposition is made to this bill on the floor of 
this House. If there were in the bill what ;}, 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Kerr] and tiy 


any 


gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] think 


| there is, | 


Her agricultura! labor- | 


should certainly be opposed to jj 
I am as much opposed to the creation of gy, 
bureau in connection with the national Goy. 
ernment as any gentleman on this floor ¢ay 
be, and if I believed that this bill had for j, 
object the erection of another bureau in egy. 
nection with the General Government I show|y 
be opposed to its passage. But I regard this 
as simply an investigation, and as such { inten¢ 
to vote for it. IL am not particular how this 
investigation may be carried on. I am no 


| tenacious as to whether we shall have a specia! 


commissioner appointed as enacted in this bill, 
or whether we shall direct the inquiry to he 
made by the Committee on Education ani 
Labor itself, or whether this House will raise 
a special committee for the purpose of invesi- 
gating the facts set forth in this bill. But as 





|| try of the laboring classes. 


Thank | 


Let us be admonished | 





| 


regards the simple purpose of investigating 
into these facts, [ am heartily in favor of it, 
There is a general uprising all over this coun. 
They are rising 
|up in rebellion against the system of class 
legislation which has characterized the (ov. 
ernment of the country for the last ten years, 
It is the enactment of unjust and unequal laws, 
I contend, that has called forth the laboring 
classes of the country in opposition to the 
capitalists of the’ country ; and I am in favor 
of an investigation which will go to show that 
this Government, in the enactment of its 
tariff laws, in the giving away of the public 
lands, and in the enactment of national bank 
laws, has been legislating against the interests 
| of the laboring classes, and in favor of the 
capitalists of the country. 
| Now, I say that if we have the right on this 

floor to be constantly legislating in favor of 
corporations, capitalists, and monopolies, the 
laboring interests of the country demand sowe 
attention at our hands also; and I am not 
willing that my Republican friends on the 
other side of the House shall steal all the thun- 
der in this matter. I think that my friends 
upon this side of the House should place then- 
selves square upon the record on this subject. 
We have always been the consistent friends o! 
the laboring classes, and I hope we shall » 
vote to-day, or whenever the final action sha 


|| be taken on this bill, as to show that we sill 


| care for the interests of those classes. 
As I have already said, the proposition here 


|| is simply for an investigation, not for the pur 


| pose of enacting any law, but of letting th 
| country see that during the last ten years ow 

legislation has been against the interests of tl 
| laboring classes and in favor of the interest 
of the capitalists and corporation. I am in 
favor of such an investigation, and I am sure. 
Mr. Speaker, it will show such a state of things 
as should lead us in the future legislation of 
the country to discriminate in favor of the 
laboring interests at least as much as in favor 
of the capitalists of the country. The labor 
ing classes of the country are com)/aining 
| about the unjust and unequal enactments tha’ 
are made here. They say that by the legis 
| lation of Congress there has been stolen from 
| them one third of the public domain. They 
| say that while you have been enacting enor 
mous and extravagant tariff laws they reap nove 
of the benefits of those laws. ‘These corpor 


| tions and monopolists come here annually a 
| demand the enactment of laws ostensibly 1 
the interests of the laboring classes, when 1 
reality they receive no benetits from such laws 
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1871. 


[ am tired of seeing the poor man made a pack- 

horse to carry corrupt schemes through this 
ouse. f i ‘ . 

- oa sure an investigation will show that the 

jaboring classes of the country are opposed to 

f the laws which have been passed here, 


many of t ave 
enormous privileges on national 


conferring 


banking associations and many other large | 
I demand this 


corporations in this country. | 
‘nvestigation, and I want to see it thorough and 
complete. We cannot afford to and we dare 
not shirk this question. ; 

Mr. HOAR. I would inquire how much 
nore time is left of the morning hour? 

The SPEAKER, None; the morning hour 
has expired. : 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Does the gentleman from 
Massachusetts intend to call the previous ques- 
tion now? Lhope not. I would like to take 
a little turn at the bill myself. 


Mr. KILLINGER. Willthegentleman from | 


Massachusetts allow me to offer two amend- 
ments to the bill? in 
Mr. HOAR. Not atthis time. 
unanimous consent of the House that the bill 
may be reprinted. 
Mr. KILLINGER. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to offer my amendments. 


I desire the | 





vious question for one hour after my own hour | 


|| has expired. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mas- | 


sachusetts had absolute control of the floor for 
sixty minutes, of which ten minutes are left. 
Mr. HOAK. Idesire to inquire of the Chair 
if the remaining ten minutes of my hour must 
be used up now or to-morrow morning under 
the rules of the House? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair apprehended 


that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Farns- | 
wortH] who has charge of the apportionment | 


bill would at the expiration of the morning 
hour move to go into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
that motion now. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire simply for the con- 
venience of the House to ask that the bill 
may be printed, so that members may have 
copies of it, and that the amendments which 


I desire to make 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KIL | 


Linger} will offer to-morrow may also be 
printed. 

The SPEAKER. 
it will be so ordered. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I desire to make an 
objection to that, if no debate is to be allowed 
further than the ten minutes which the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts has at his disposal. 

Mr. KILLINGER. The amendments I de- 
sire to offer are as follows: 

After the word “ persons,” in line five, insert the 


If there be no objection, 


words ‘“‘at least one of whom shall be particularly | 


identified with the mining interests of the country.” 
_In line five strike out ““two years,” and insert in 
lieu thereof “* one year.”’ 


[ ask that those amendments be printed with | 


the bill. 
Mr. FINKELNBURG. I hope the first 


amendment will not be adopted. 


The SPEAKER. 


printed, 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. No; I did not make the | 


objection in that form, if you please. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot 


make a conditional objection; he must object 
or not object. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
dulge me in a word, I think [can make myself 
understood. I do not make an objection to 
having the bill printed merely, but my objec- 
tion is, when unanimous consent is asked, to 
the limitation of debate. Let there be some 
proposition that shali be fair. 

Che SPEAKER. The Chair is not advised 
What is the purpose of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts who has charge of the bill. 

Mr. HOAR. It is my purpose, so far as my 
purpose is of any consequence to anybody, it 
is my desire, that there shall be such debate as 
the House wishes, and I will not call the pre- 


The gentleman from Wis- | 
consin [Mr. ELpripGE] objects to the bill being | 


If the Speaker will in- | 








|| the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 








The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to notify | 


the gentleman that even if the apportionment 


bill shall be disposed of to-day the chairman | 
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs has given | 
notice that to-morow he will ask the House to | 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state | 


of the Union on the bills reported by that com- 
mittee in regard to the recent treaty with Great 
Britain. 

Mr. HOAR. Then I will take the sense of 
the House to-morrow as to what it desires. 

The SPEAKER. This bill will hold its place 
in the morning hour until disposed of. If there 
be no objection, the bill will be ordered to be 
reprinted with the amendments indicated by 
The Chair 
hears no objection. 


Mr. BANKS. I shall ask my colleague to 


accept an amendment to insert after the word | 
** persons,”’ in line five, the words ‘* from civil | 


life ;*’ so that it will read: 


That there shall be appointed by the President, 


by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, a 


commission of three persons from civil life, who | 
shall hold office for the period of two years from the | 
date of their appointment, unless their duties shall | 


have been sooner accomplished, &c. 


Mr. COX. 
bill? 
The SPEAKER. 


Can I offer a substitute for the | 


Not unless the gentle- || 5,5 ¢ 
= e gentle- || 243, for the apportionment of Representatives 


man from Pennsylvania yields for that pur- | 


pose. 


Mr. COX. 


gentleman will give us an opportunity to offer 
amendments. 

Mr. KING. - 
here. 

Mr. COX. I appeal to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] to permit me to 
offer a substitute for his bill. 

Mr. HOAR. I 


We want a little time over 


I am sure this side of the House | 
is entitled to some courtesy, and I hope the | 


understand that this bill | 


goes over to the morning hour of to-morrow, | 


on the motion of the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. Farnsworru | that the House now resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
apportionment bill. 

The SPEAKER. It does. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I will withdraw my 
motion fora moment to allow the gentleman 
from New Jersey [Mr. Hatsey] to report a 
bill from the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 


PUBLIC BUILDING IN CHICAGO. 


Mr. HALSEY, from the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, by unanimous 
consent, reported back House bill No. 459, 
for the construction of a public building at 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Hauser] if 


this bill is accompanied by any report as to the | 
| probable cost of the land that it is proposed | 


to occupy by this building? 
Mr. HALSEY. 

time merely for the purpose of having it re 

ferred to the Committee on Appropriations for 

their examination, which motion | now make. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PUBLIC BULLDLING IN 8T, LOUIS. 


Mr. WELLS, from the Committee on Pub 
lic Buildings and Grounds, by unanimous con- 
sent, reported a bill (H. R. No. 619) appro- 
priating money for the purchase of « suitable 
site and erecting a building thereon in the city 
of St. Louis, Missouri, to be used for the pur- 
poses of a custom-house, post office, and other 
Federal offices; which was read a’ first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on | 


Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr, FARNSWORTH. 


I now renew the 


I wish to inquire of the | 


I report the bill at this | 
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bill. 


general debate on the apportionment bill be 
limited to thirty minutes after its consider- 
ation shall have been again resumed. 


some limit to the general debate. 
minutes debate will run after the general debate 
has terminated. 


to one hour; and it was agreed to, upon a 
division—ayes 82, noes 73. 








motion that the House resolve itself into Come | 


mitiee of the Whole on the apportionment 





| of such male citizens shall 
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Pending that motion, I move that all 


Mr. KERR. 1 hope not. 
Mr. FINKELNBURG. Let us havea little 


longer time than that 


The question was takea on the motion of 


Mr. Farnsworrn ; and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I will move that all 


general debate be limited to one hour. 


Mr. KERR. Why not let it run for to-day? 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 1 must insist upon 


The five- 


Mr. POTTER. This side of the House have 


not had any time atall to discuss this measure. 


The question then recurred upon the motion 
of Mr. Farnsworrn, to limit general debate 


The question recurred upon the motion to 


go into Committee of the Whole; and being 
taken, it was agreed to. 


APPORTIONMENT BILL. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union, (Mr. Burrinron in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of House bill No. 


to Congress among the several States accord- 
ing to the ninth census. 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House 
all general debate on this bill is limited to one 
hour. The pending question is on the amend- 


} ment offered by the gentleman from Illinois 


[Mr. Marsna..] to the amendment of the 


| gentleman’s colleague, [Mr. Farnsworru, ] 


which the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the words ‘‘at large,” in line twelve, section 
two, Mr. Farnswortn’s amendment, insert: “And 
in all elections of Representatives aforesaid each 


| qualified voter may cast as many votes for one can- 


didate as there are Representatives to be elected by 


| the State at large, or may distribute the same, or 


equal parts thereof, among the candidates, as he 
shall see fit, and the candidate receiving the great- 


| est number of votes shall be declared elected.” 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Kerr] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. KERR. Inwhat I shall have to say on 
the pending bill [ desire the leave of the com- 
mittee not to address myself to the particular 
amendment of my friend from Illinois, [ Mr. 
MARSHALL, ] but to speak more generally to 
two or three important points involved in the 
bill itself. But in passing, it is due to myself 
to say that I heartily approve the principle 
involved in that amendment—the principle of 
minority representation by the process of 
cumulative voting. It is demanded by the true 
spirit of our institutions and by the most 
obvious considerations of justice. 

First, then, | desire to express my opinion 
with proper modesty and as briefly as I can as 
to the proper construction of the second sec- 
tion of the fourteenth article of amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States. I fear 
that on that subject this House is in danger of 
falling into a dangerous and erraneous inter 
pretation of the true intent and meaning of 
that section. The language of it is peculiar: 

** Representatives shall be apportioned among the 


| several States according to their respective num- 
| bers, counting the whole number of persons in each 
State, excluding Indians not taxed. 


But when the 
right to vote at any election for the choice of electors 
for President and Vice President of the United States, 
Representatives in Congress, the executive and 


pen officers of a State, or the members of the 
segislature thereof, is denied to any of the male 


| inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years 
| of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any 


way abridged, except for participation in rebellion 
or other crime, the basis of representation therein 
shall be reduced in the proportion which the number 

Lear to the whole number 
of male citizens twenty-one years of age in euch 
State.” 


If the words ‘‘or in any way abridged’’ 
could be eliminated from the section its mean- 
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ing and interpretation would be clear, because 
a brief reference to the history of its enact- 
ment would render it conclusive that the object 
of the section was to accomplish by indirec- 
tion what has since been directly accomplished 
by the fifteenth amendment. But as the sec- 
tion stands, | confess its true and proper con- 
struction is much complicated and by no means 
clear. Equally honest and able minds may 
reach different conclusions. The importance 
ol the subject is apparent at a glance, and, 
guided by a settled principle in such cases, | 
feel bound to favor a strict construction. 

g Coming directly to the expression of my 
own opinion, | have to remark that the pri- 
mary aim and duty in construction of any 
enactment should be to ascertain the true in- 
tent and meaning of the framers and of the 
people at the time it is made. The intent 
must be gathered from the words, the context, 
the subject-matter, the evils to be remedied, 
the ends to be attained, the contemporaneous 
condition and circumstances of the country, 
and the effects and consequences of the enact- 
ment. 

The fourteenth amendment was 
ratified on the 16th of June, 1866. 
suffrage did not then exist in the States. It 
was denied by the States of the South. It 
became the policy of the Republican party 
and of Congress to require its adoption. The 
party and Congress hesitated at first to pro- 
pose to enforce it directly. Hence the resort 
to the indirect mode contained in the section 
under consideration, tis punitive in its char- 
acter and object. 
States, ** Grant negro suffrage, or your repre- 
sentation here shall be reduced.’’ It was the 
application of a sort of force to the States to 


declared | 
Negro | 


It practically said to the | 


compel them to accept the views of Congress. | 


It was then never pretended by any one, in or 
out of Congress, that this section was intended 
to affect any States except such as might deny 


suffrage to some classes of its citizens on some | 


ground of race, color, nationality, or other 
quality which inheres in and constitutes a part 
of the identity or individuality of the voter, on 
some ground which was a part of the man, 
was permanent and fixed in his person, in 
contradistinction from a mere regulation con- 
cerning the exercise of the right, such as pre- 
vious residence, or registration, or the pay- 
ment of taxes. 
enactment. 

It is proper further to appeal to contempo- 
raneous construction in order to explain the 
doubtful or ambiguous language used in this 
section. It will thus appear that, after June 
16, 1866, and long before the ratification of 


the fifteenth amendment, several States of the | 


South were reorganized; new constitutions 
were formed by them ; and those constitutions 


were submitted to the Congress of the United || 
Those | 


States for its ratification or approval. 
constitutions involved many provisions which, 
under the construction to-day put upon the 
aecond section of the fourteenth amendment, 
are in direct conflict with it. Notably, the 
constitution of the State of Georgia requires 
that electors, before they shall be allowed to 
vote, shall not only be registered, but shall 
have paid a certain tax. Other constitutions 
of the southern States contain somewhat simi- 
lar but not quite the same provisions. Those 
constitutions so framed and adopted by those 
eee have been approved by Congress ; they 
vave been by you in this House solemnly ad- 
judged to be not only ‘‘ republican in form,”’ 
but also in entire harmony with the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, including the four- 
teenth amendment. It was never suggested 
by way of objection to any of them that their 
ratio of representation in this body ought to 
be reduced because they required the citizen 
to reside a certain length of time in the State 
before voting, or to go and have himself regis- 
tered or lose his vote, or to pay a small poll- 
tax or be denied his vote. It was never inti- 


mated against them that such regulatious of 


suffrage by any such States amounted to a | 


denial or abridgment of the rights of suffrage 
for other causes than participation in rebel- 
lion, or for other crime. 


On the 30th day of March, 1870, after nearly | 


all of these constitations had been framed, the 
fifteenth amendment was declared to have been 
ratified by three fourths of the States of the 
Union. Why was the fifteenth amendment 
proposed to the States at all? I submit, Mr. 
Chairman, that the entire and single object of 
the fifteenth amendment was to accomplish by 
more direct, effective, and speedy means the 
very end proposed to be accomplished under 
the second section of the fourteenth amend- 
ment. The only difference is that under the 


second section of the fourteenth amendment | 


it was proposed that by a sort of punitive regu- 
lation in the Constitution of the United States 
the States should be forced to grant suffrage to 
all their people without any distinctions based 
upon color or race or nationality, or any other 
cause or gualities that inhere in and constitute 
a part of the individuality of the voter. The 


adoption of this policy was considered to be | 


too slow under the second section of the four- 
teenthamendment. The States did not receive 
very kindly the suggestion made in that section. 
Some of the States were not willing to follow 
it. ‘lhey were willing possibly to suffer a re- 
duction in their representation here rather than 
voluntarily adopt universal suffrage. Hence, 
the policy conceived and forced upon the coun- 
try by the Republican majority in Congress, of 
compelling by a fifteenth amendment the giv- 
ing of suffrage to the negroes, was a practical 
abandonment of this second section, as inef- 
fective and insufficient to accomplish the estab 
lishment of their policy on this subject in the 
South. Does not this latter amendment, there- 
fore, in legal effect, supersede the second sec- 


' tion of the fourteenth amendment? 


I have looked in vain through the entire 
discussions that took place upon the fourteenth 


'amendment to find one single utterance from 


the mouth of any gentleman on either side of 
this House which indicates an understanding 


‘in his mind at the time that the purpose of 


Such is the history of its | 


| 


this second section was to require the States 


_ of this Union to surrender or cease to exer- 
_ cise their constitutional right without any con- 


sequent loss of representation here, to regulate 
the manner in which the suffrage should be 
enjoyed and exercised by their citizens, or to 
require that there should be certain previous 


| residence in the State, district, and voting pre- 


cinct, or that there should be a previous regis- 
tration of the voters, or a previous payment of 
a poll-tax by the voter, or compliance with any 


| other domestic regulation intended to regulate 





| citizens. 


suffrage, protect the ballot-box, secure the 
purity of elections, and keep persons from 
voting who are not bona fide residents and 
Every State of the South and of the 
whole country does these things, and no ques- 
tion was ever before raised. 

Viewing this section, then, in the light of 
these contemporaneous acts and construc- 
tions and expressions of opinion, intent, and 
purpose, I hold it to be clear that the sole 
object of this second section, both in the 
minds of its framers and in the light of its 
history and of sound reason, wasand ought 
now to be held to be merely to prohibit the 
States of this Union from denying suffrage to 
any class of their citizens on any ground of 
race or color or nationality, or any other 
quality which inheres in the person and con- 
stitutes a part of the individuality of the voter. 
This construction is consistent with the idea 
of leaving some powers to the States, and not 
entirely sponging them out, or reducing them 
to mere slavish dependence on the will of 
Congress. 

When you give to the constitutional provis- 
ion this construction, you make it easy for 
the Congress of the United States to observe 


| 
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and enforce it. So long as you have referpy,, 
alone to those limitations upon the righ; oy 
suffrage which are of the character to whick 
I have referred, you find that the determj, : 
tion of the number of electors in each of ti, 
States thus deprived of suffrage becomes y,, 
only practicable but easy and simple. 

The census takers can then have no troyb\, 
in determining how many persons are denje; 
the right of suffrage, and on what grounds. ,; 
race, color, nationality, or other cause per. 
taining to or existing in the persons of the 
voters. But if you hold, for example, tha, 
no State shall require the payment of a poll. 
tax as a condition-precedent to the exercis, 
of suffrage, and then a State, as it appears 
now that the States of Georgia and Peungy). 
vania in fact do, declares that no citizen sh,\j 
vote until he pays the required tax, and yoy 
attempt to determine the numbers of elecio; 
whose right to vote is thus denied or abridged, 
how will you proceed, and what rule will yo, 
adopt? Will you say to those States that they 
shall have no representation here, because th, 
right of suffrage of all their citizens is abridged? 
Or will you attempt to ascertain the actus! 
numbers who do not or cannot pay the r. 
quired tax, and then reduce the representa. 
tive rights of those States in Congress in tha: 
proportion? Or, take the State of Massa- 
chusetts, in which there is an_ intelligence 
qualification, and of Rhode Island, in which 
there isa property qualification required of 
voters. Will you attempt to ascertain how 
many voters in those States do not possess the 
requisite ability to read and write, or own th 
required amount of property, and then reduce 
their representation here proportionately? 

But the men who cannot read and write 
to-day may do so a week hence, or at the next 
election; so the poor man may acquire the 
requisite property. It appears to me that any 
attempts of this kind would be most unsatis. 
factory and unsafe modes by which to settle 
the representation of a State in this House. 
But if these forbidden disqualifications are lim: 
ited to such as I have mentioned, the process 
becomes easy and simple. It must not be in- 
ferred that 1 approve the policy of the States 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island in the reg- 
ulation of suffrage there. I do not, but I think 
they retain the power so to regulate it with- 
out violation of the second section of the 
fourteenth amendment. JI think this the betier 
and safer construction of it. If, under this 
section, no disqualifications are considered as 
forbidden except such as relate to race, color, 
nationality, or other quality of the person, 
then there is no trouble, for these matters are 
permanent, fixed, and palpable, and easily as: 
certained. When a State requires of the 
voter residence, payment of taxes, ownership 
of some property, or previous registration, it 
does not absolutely deny or abridge suffrage, 
but only prescribes a mode by which the elector 
shall come into the actual enjoyment of it, 
shall exercise it, and leaves it always in the 
power of the elector by compliance to attain 
and exercise it. These regulations are in the 
nature of police regulations, and only touch 
the manner of enjoyment. 

This construction, not free from doubt, | 
agree, seems tome to be most in harmony with 
the spirit of the whole Constitution, the par 
ticular language in this section, and the righis 
and dignity of the States. It secures to the 
States the right to regulate their own domestic 
policy according to their own judgment. 

Mr. Chairman, this construction enables us 
to proceed at once on the information we no¥ 
have to make a just and fair apportionment. 
We need no delay, no further statistics, no angry 
attack upon any States, no departure from the 
golden rule of numbers in apportioning Repre 
sentatives to the several States. It best main 
tains relations of equality and havmony amoug 
them. The statistics sent us from the Census 


Bureau of the number of persons in each State 
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denied suffrage or abridged in its enjoyment 
for other reasons than participation in rebellion, 
or for other crime, are wholly unreliable, and 
in my judgment of no value in this business. 


They do not inform us what the grounds of 


denial are in the respective States. They only | 


| 
| States on the basis of population no injustice 


|| ean be done. 


‘nform the House that in each State there are | 
certain numbers of persons who are denied the | 


right of suffrage i i 
ticipation in crime or In the rebellion. For 
example, in my own State of Indiana this 
report shows SIX hundred and nine persons are 
denied the right to vote for other reasons than 
those named. 


for reasons other than par- | 


this House why those six hundred and nine | 
are denied the right to vote, I think they will | 
agree that it was never intended by this amend- | 
Op ” 


ment that you should deduct those persons 
from the basis of representation. 
hundred and nine persons are idiots or insane 
persons disqualified by the laws of nature. 
Are we to be punished in our representation 
here for the State of Indiana because we do 
not suffer those insane and idiotic persons to 


go to the polls and vote? It is equally true, | 


| have no doubt, that a large per cent. of all 
these denials in all the other States is for 


the qualilication of sanity as a basis for a right 
to vote, because its law recognizes sanity as 
needful for the safe and proper exercise of the 
sacred franchise of suffrage? Surely that will 
not be attempted. 

It may be said by gentlemen on the other 
side that if we concede the right of a State to 
require the payment of a tax at all it follows 


Those six | 


logically that a State may require the payment | 


of a tax of any amount it pleases, and thus 
may make the amount of the tax an engine 
of oppression and tyranny. In reply I have 
only to say that from arguments of that kind 


Congress does not and cannot acquire power. | 


from the intent an 
tion. 


meaning of the Constitu- 


Ifa State government attempts an act | 


of that kind it will become instantly odious in | 


the State itself, and its own people will com- 
bine and agitate against it, and require that 


such legislation shall be reversed, and that the | 
popular rights of the people of the country | 


in the matter of suffrage shall be protected 
and maintained under all circumstances. 
I say that those regulations to which I have 
referred, including this one, are not intended 
to deny to any classes the right of suffrage 
absolutely or unconditionally. 
me fair to assume that the effect, the legal and 
constitutional effect, of the ratification of the 
fifteenth amendment, as I before said, is to 
supersede and practically to do away with the 
second section of the fourteenth amendment ; 


But || follow. 


| confusion, more idleness, more vice and igno- 


It appears to | 


because, under the fifteenth amendment, no | 


State hereafter can do any of those things 


which would involve a denial of the right of | 


suffrage to classes of its people for reasons 
based upon color, or race, or nationality, or 
any qualities that belong to them personally. 


Mr. Chairman, I want to say a few words, | 


and then I shall be done, in reference to || 


an amendment which my colleague [Mr. 
Nis.ack] proposes, at the proper time, to 
introduce. ‘That amendment relates to the 
number of persons of whom this body shall 
consist. This is in itself an exceedingly inter- 
esting and important inquiry, which touches 
very closely the welfare and safety of the 
country and of our institutions. It is due to 
our consciences and to our country that, in the 
solution of this question we shall suffer no 
considerations or motives to control us except 
such as relate to the welfare of the whole 
country. No mere policy of State pride, ora 
desire to gain a member fora State, or to take 
one from the number any State may now have, 
should be tolerated for a moment. So long 
as Representatives are distributed to the 








| districts have very greatly increased. 
these same reasons of idiocy and insanity. || tleman here can say that he does not possess 
And shall it be said that a State shall be de- || 


nied representation here because it prescribes | 








| smaller. 


| representation upon this floor? 
| reason, 


The only just and worthy ques- 
tion for us to ask and answer is, how numer- 
ous a representative body do the interests 
of the whole country demand; how many 
Congressmen are necessary to transact the 
national business, and protect the liberties 
and institutions of the people; how many 
servants do the people require in this House 
to render it most serviceable to them? In my 
judgment it is largé enough now. 

Heretofore we have got along very well with 


| two hundred and forty-one members. The dis- 
When I state to gentlemen of | 


! 


tricts which that number respectively represent | 


are not territorially very large. If we con- 
tinue that number those districts will be made 
no larger; they will be made territorially no 
But when we reflect that since the 
last decade our country, in all the means of 


intercommunication, has advanced beyond all | 
precedent in its previous history, it follows || 
that practically since that time the districts | 


have become smaller, that is to say, the facili- 
ties for close and familiar acquaintance of the 
members with the different parts, pursuits and 
interests of their constituents throughout their 
No gen- 


to-day better facilities, more complete means 
of communication, with a more thorough 
knowledge of all the relations and interests 


and pursuits and wishes of the people of his || 


district than he could have done ten years ago. 
Why, then, should we now increase the num- 
ber of Representatives and the number of dis 
tricts in order to secure a full and suflicient 
I can see no 


It is sometimes claimed that as you enlarge 
a legislative body you improve its conduct and 
enable it better to represent the people. ‘That 


is done only to the extent of requiring a medium | 


or moderate number, such a number as will 


| enable the whole body to gather needful in- 


We must get our Se from the letter and || formation concerning the wants and conditions 


|} country. 


of the different sections and people of the | 


country. I think it is vain to assume that if 
this House were more numerous than it is it 
would any better understand the demands of 
the country than it does, or any more efli- 


| ciently discharge its duties, or give any more 


faithful attention to current business of the 
House. 


There would be less attention, more 


rance, and the public interests would be more 
neglected or abused. , 

Mr. MAYNARD. I will ask the gentleman 
whether he thinks that any State now has too 


| numerous a representation ? 


Mr. KERR. Mr. Chairman, in answer to 
the question of the gentleman, | have to say 
that [ have no doubt that the representation 
as now distributed to the country is not fair, 
is not as it ought to be. The changed rela- 
tions of the States to each other in population, 
industries, development of resources, and rela- 
tive strength during the last decade, do require 
a readjustment of representation in order to 
do justice to all. This readjustment would do 
injustice to none. It would simply execute 
the Constitution. 
sentation on the basis of the census of 1870. 
That is what the Constitution requires. If 
that should reduce the number of Kepresenta- 
tives from any State, it would do that State no 
wrong, but only restore the true and proper 
relations among them all. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I will ask the gentleman 
if he thinks that the State of Maryland is dis- 
proportionately represented now, represented 
out of proportion to the wants and material 
interests of her people, and if not, why not 
allow that State to retain the representation 
which she now has, increasing that of other 
portions of the country so as to produce the 
equality we all insist upon and contemplate ? 

Mr. KERR. I say that if Maryland has 


I think the contrary results would | 
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increased in her population and material inter- 
ests, and in her importance generally, it is 
equally true that other States and sections of 
the country have done the same thing, and se 
long as we adhere to the rule of numbers, 


| which we must do always in distributing rep- 


| ished. 


resentation, the State of Maryland will have 
no just ground of complaint whether her num- 
ber of Representatives be increased or dimin- 
if by adopting two hundred and forty- 
one as our basis she be allowed one Repre- 
sentative less than she has now, she will not 
be injured, her relative strength here will not 
be less than it ought to be, and the same rule 
will apply to all the other States. In the State 
of Indiana we have multiplied in population 


| by nearly twenty five per cent. during the last 


decade, yet this apportionment as now pro- 
posed willonly give us one additionakinember ; 
but if the number is retained as at present, 
at two hundred and forty-one, Indiana will 


| acquire no additional member upon this floor. 


| | say that is right. 








it is right by the code by 
which we must be governed, and it will leave 
her still an entirely sutlicient and satisfactory 
representation in this body. 

Mr. MAYNARD. It is not merely a ques- 
tion of equality. It is a question of expedi- 
ency, to get such representation as will ade- 
quately express the wants of every section of 
the country. 

Mr. KERR. That brings me to what I in- 
tend to make my second observation on this 
subject, and it is that I would hoid represent- 
ation to be too small, too limited, if it consti- 
tuted a body of such small numbers as would 
not be able, without over-work, properly and 
fully to attend to, consider, carefully invest- 
igate, and determine all the interests of a great 
Now, my judgment is that the pres- 
ent number fully and sufficiently attains this 
result. I think that if all the two hundred 
and forty-one members of this House will per- 
form their duties to their constituents, and to 
the country at large, the country will have 
no occasion to complain, or to find fault that 
they have too little representation in this 
body. 

I believe that any material increase of the 
number of members in this House would have 


| a tendency, not to diminish idleness and inat- 


| represent them. 
increase the number. 


tention to business here, but very effectively 
and directly to encourage such conduct. What 
the people need is the more faithful services 
of the members they have. They need more 
industry, more willingness to perform severe 
and painstaking labor, more intelligent in- 
vestigation and study of the laws, institutions, 
and demands of our country, and more thor- 
ough comprehension of economic principles 
and questions. These cannot be secured by 
mere increase of Congressmen, but rather by 
the people selecting better and abler men to 
I would rather reduce than 
I believe it is a prin- 
ciple in such interests that as you reduce the 


| number of the body to a certain reasonable 


| standard you increase the efficiency of the 


| Representatives, the dignity and responsibility 


It would distribute repre- || 


| 


of the office, and that the people will the more 
certainly appreciate the importance of select- 
ing their bestand most useful citizens to serve 
them here. 

I have often heard it said, Mr. Chairman, 
that we may with propriety look to the Parlia 
ment of Great Britain for analogies to guide 
us in the determination and settlement of this 
question. I think this isan error. There is 
no nation whose institutions in this respect 
it would be safe or wise for us to follow. They 
all organize their Governments on very differ- 
ent and inconsistent principles. Their polit- 


| ical institutions are not truly representative— 


they are mixed. 

In this country we should never forget that 
we have a General Government, to which the 
people of the country have delegated certain 
limited and specified powers, and that all of 
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those powers are of a general and national || to me to be exceedingly pertinent, and almost 

| prophetic in its wisdom and foresight: 


character. It is no part of the duty ofa Rep- 
resentative in this House to understand in 
detail or minutely all of the local relations, 
social, domestic, and material interests of the 
people, because those things, and questions 
arising out of them, and the action which 
should be based upon them for the advance- 
ment of the interests of society, pertain to the 
duties of the representatives of the people in 
the Levislatures of the respective States, and 
not to Representatives in Congress. But in 
foreign nations there is no system of local gov- 
ernments by States, counties, and municipali- 
ties such as we have in the United States. 
When you refer to the Parliament of Great 
Britain, you find that the number of the House 
of Commons is now six hundred and fifty-eight, 


and of the House of Lords four hundred and | 


sixty. 
language of Lord Coke, is ‘‘so transcendent 
and absolute as that it cannot be confined, 
either as to causes or persons, within any 
limit.’’ But that is not the case in this coun- 
try, thank God; it is rapidly becoming so, I 
um afraid, but it is notso yet. Let us at least 
try to respect the boundaries which limit our 
powers. 

It becomes us to legislate with reference to 
the institutions of the country and the Con- 


stitution as it stands, remembering that our || 


And be: | 


duties are of that general character. 
sides, many gentlemen on this floor will bear 
me testimony, because they know either from 
personal observation or intelligent inquiry, that 


And the power of Parliament, in the | 


“In all legislative assemblies, the greater the 
number composing them may be, the fewer will be 
the men who will in fact direct their proceedings, 
In the first place, the more numerous any assembly 
may be, of whatever characters composed, the 
greater is known to be the ascendency of passion 
over reason. In the next place, the larger the num- 
ber the greater will be the proportion of members 
of limited information and of weak capacities. 
Now, it is precisely on characters of this description 
that the eloquence and address of thefew are known 
to act with all their force. In the ancient republics, 
where the whole body of the people assembled in 
person, a single orator or an artful statesman was 
generally seen to rule with as complete a sway as if 
a scepter had been placed in his single hands, On 
the same principle, the more multitudinous a rep- 


| resentative assembly may be rendered, the more it 


| will partake of the infirmities incident to collective 


meetings of the people. 


* Tenorance will be the dupe of cunning, and pee \| 
18 | 


sion the slave of sophistry and declamation. 
people can never err more than in supposing that 
»y multiplying their Representatives beyond a cer- 
tain limit, they strengthen the barrier against the 
government of the few. Experience will forever 
admonish themthat on the contrary, after securing 
a sufficient number for the purposes of safety, of 
local information, and of diffusivesympathy with the 
whole society, they will counteract their own views 
by every addition to their Representatives. The 
countenance of the Government may become more 
democratic, but the soul that animates it will be 
more oligarchic. The machine will be enlarged, 
but the fewer and often the more secret will be the 


|| springs by which its motions are directed.”’ 


that great number of representatives in the | 


House of Commons of Great Britain is con- 


trolled in all of its public conduct and actions | 


by less than fifty members. The House of 
Commons cannot conveniently seat more than 
one third of the number of members of which 
it is composed. During much observation of 
the proceedings of that House, in the closing 
days of an important and excited session, | 
never saw two hundred members in the House 
of Commons at one time. 

Mr. POTTER. 
of Commons forty members constitute a quo 
rum for public business, and twenty for private 
bills, while under our Constitution a quorum 
of this House must embrace a majority of its 
members. 

Mr. KERR. Tam obliged tothe gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Porrer] for his sugges- 
tion. Forty men of the six hundred and fifty- 
eight of whom the House of Commons consists 
constitute a quorum ; and they may, and prac- 
tically do, transact the business of that king- 
dom. But it is to be further remarked, that 
the members of Parliament give their services 
without compensation or salary. Much of the 
membership in Parliament is merely nominal, 
hereditary, and practically indifferent to the 
actual duties of the office, and not expected 
to be otherwise. 

In this country it is entirely different. All 
representation is actual, is expected to be 
active, earnest, and watchful, is based upon 
contract and the highest obligations, is paid 


By the rules of the House 


This was written, Mr. Chairman, with refer- 
ence to a then pending proposition that the 
House of Representatives of the first Congress 
of the United States should consist of sixty- 
five members. It is true that that number 
was intended to represent only the thirteen 


original States; but the present number of 


two hundred and forty-one members, consider- 
ing the greater extent and population of our 


| country and our wonderful means of inter- || 


communication, is fully equal in all essential 
respects to the basis then adopted. 
I think, therefore, that there should be no 


increase in the number of Representatives of || 
whom this body shall consist under the new | 


apportionment. Hence, I earnestly hope that 
my colleague [Mr. Nrsiack] will introduce at 


|| the proper time his amendment, and that it 


'| will meet the favor of the House. 
costs the people enough already. There is no | 


for, is not suffered to rest on hereditary right | 


or upon royal grant. 

We are not only paid pecuniarily, but in 
that higher compensation which every honor- 
able Representative appreciates as infinitely | 
more valuable than the dollars and cents he 
may receive for his services here. The Rep- 
resentative here has every honorable induce- 
ment to devote all his energies and talents to 
the discharge of his duties. Letus not weaken 
this motive by increasing the number. 

Mr. Chairman, before I sit down I wish, in 
this connection, to call the attention of the 
gentlemen of the committee to a very signifi- 
cant and emphatic opinion on this subject 
expressed by Mr. Madioon in the fifty-eighth 
number of the Federalist. 
a brief extract from that letter in reference to 
the subject I am now considering. 


It appears | 


I wish to read | 


| 


This body 


necessity to multiply its numbers and its cost. 
It is demanded by no public interests. 
There are some other points to which I 


intended to refer, but there are several other 
|| gentlemen who desire to speak, especially the 
—— from New York, [Mr. Cox,] to 


hom I yield any time that I have remain- 
ing. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Before the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. Kerr] takes his seat, 
I desire to ask him whether the legislation 


| in those States having the most numerous 


legislatures has not been as wise as in those of | 


States having small legislative bodies? 

Mr. KERR. Mr. Chairman, my judgment 
is that no answer pertinent to this investiga- 
tion can be made to that inquiry. The con- 


| duct of State Legislatures has been extremely 


different in the different States. In other 


words, | believe that the conduct of the local | 
' Legislatures in the various States of this Union | 
has not been determined by their numbers at || 


all. I believe that in every one of them the 


Legislature is quite numerous enough, while || 
in many of them it is entirely too large; but I 


believe it is emphatically true (and I think my 
friend from Illinois will agree with me in this) 
that quite other circumstances and causes have 


tended to bring about the inefficiency, the | 


worthlessness, the corruption, the demozalized 
and infamous conduct that have of late charac- 


terized some of our State Legislatures; and I | 
refer now more particularly to those in the | 
| South, though some in the North have not 


done much better. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


the legislative bodies. 


| That has not re- | 
_ sulted, however, from the number constituting 


Mr. KERR. I think ithasnot. Theres. 
I think the gentleman’s inquiry has no beni 
nence to this question. ' 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then why apply 
such a covsideration to the House of Rep», 
sentatives ? i. 

Mr. KERR. It is our duty to fix a numbe 
and therefore it is our duty to adopt as negy ». 
possible the proper number, neither more nop 
less. I think the present number jis quite 
large enough. 

Mr. COX. I would not claim the floor ty. 
day but that I yesterday gave a part of my 
time to the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. Suzy. 
LABARGER.] He was about to leave for }j, 
home. I should have concluded my remark. 
yesterday, but I was unable by reason of jj 
ness. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires t 
|| state that at his suggestion the gentleman {roy, 
| New York yesterday yielded to the genélemay 

from Ohio, who was obliged to leave the city 
| last evening. , 
Mr. COX. I made this explanation be. 
cause I do not want to appear as seeking ty 
occupy too much of the time of the House 
/ ona topic of such general interest, and whey 
there is such anxiety for debate. 
| I wish now to call attention to something 
| moreimportant than the argument I made yes. 
| terday with reference to the ratio and frac 
tions. 
| Let us go back to the origin of our system 
| of representation. I do not now undertake i 
inquire into the question whether the fourteeni) 
amendment, concerning suffrage, was or is ay 
outrage. Democrats are presumed to hav 
accepted the amendments, including the four. 
| teenth. We have accepted them in good faith, 
Hence, I charged yesterday that gentlemen oy 
the other side have madea*‘departure.”’ They 
| have on this measure made a hurried depariur 
|| from their favorite amendment. I refer to the 
fourteenth. I made my argument yesterday 
on the construction made by gentlemen on 
the other side as to the meaning of the worl 
‘‘abridged.’’ In my judgment, after looking 
| into it exhaustively, there is no way of getting 
| over it, or under it, or around it. 

The word “‘ abridge,’’ according to Webster's 
Dictionary, means ‘‘to lessen, to diminish; as 
to abridge labor, to abridge power or rights,” 
so that when the fourteenth amendment says 
that you shall not ‘“‘abridge in any way”’ the 
right of suffrage without loss of represents: 
tion, it means that you shall not in any way 
lessen or diminish the ‘‘right’’ of suffrage. 
The only argument I propose to draw just nov 
from that definition is the ad hominem. If it 
answers no other end it will show that Repub: 
'lican gentlemen, in passing the fourteenth 
amendment and now discarding it in legisla 
tion, are a little toofast. They did not anue! 
pate where it might strike. They should not 
be surprised that it struck themselves. 

Mr. Chairman, there has been a departure 
in that amendment from the original constitu: 
tional plan of representation. The fourteenti 
amendment in its second section was an out: 
rage on the representative system. It is 4 
‘departure’? from the constitutional plan 0! 
equality. As the Government was to be ! 
Government of States—united States—the 
greatest difficulty was in the representation 0! 
the lower House. 

To make my argument complete it is bes 
to remember that there was such a thing ®8 
State rights when the Constitution was frameé 
and adopted. Although we had a Gener# 
Government, constituted by the States, it wa 
not destructive, but preservative of the States 
As Judge Ellsworth said, (Elliott’s Debates. 
144,) itis ‘‘ drafted on the State governments. 
The people in 1787 were strongly attached, 
more than they are now, to their State const! 
| tutions. They proposed to support a Gener 
|| Government only on the pillars of the Sita 
|| governments. Our name signifies this. 1° 
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word ‘‘national’’ was stricken from the projet 
of the Constitution on the 20th of June, 1787, 
and in room of it ‘‘ Government of the United 
States’? was inserted, nem. con. | 
therefore a difficult problem how to give the 
States their equal share of power in the gen- 
eral system. Some were large States, some 
cmall, some commercial, some agricultural, 
come rich, some poor. y an 
were not absent from the constitutional Con- 
vention. Weakness had been developed in 
the Articles of Confederation. The old boud 
of union was too weak. There was fear lest 
the new bond would be too stringent. 
independence and sovereignty of the States 
were uppermost in the minds of the framers 
of the Constitution, and of course every prop- 
osition looking to their absorption by the Gen- 
eral Government was severely scrutinized and 
opposed. The first article had reference to 
the legislative department. Two branches 
were at once agreed on. Next, it was agreed 
that in the second branch, the Senate, each 
State should have two Senators, without regard 
to population or wealth. 

Thus the States were made equal in the 
Senate, as afterward, by the amendments, 
each State had one vote only in the election 
of President by the House. The equality of 
the States was the condition of union. In the 
Senate, however, it was not accomplished with- 
out great anxiety and effort. The Constitu- 
tica was about to become an abortion. Mr. 
Madison says: 

“The knot felt as the Gordian one was the ques- 
tion between the larger and the smaller States on 
the rule of voting in the Senate, the latter claiming, 
the former opposing, the rule of equality. Great 
zeal and pertinacity had been shown on both sides, 
and an equal division of votes on the question had 
been reiterated and prolonged, till it had not only 
become distressing, but seriously alarming. It was 
during this period of gloom that Dr. Franklin made 


the proposition for a religious service in the Con- 
vention.” 





By the moderation and wisdom of Washing: 
ton and Madison, and a brilliant speech of Mr. 
Morris, from the large State of Pennsylvania, 
and the yielding of other large States, the gloom 
passed away, and the smaller States became 
equalsin the second branch. Delaware became 
the peer of New York, and Rhode Island of 
Virginia. Whileclaimiug equality in the States, 
the smaller States were fearful of yielding to 
the doctrine of representation in the House on 
the basis of population,for that would enhance 
the power of the large States. 

It was urged that equality meant equality 
of votes by States, not equality by represent- 
ation of individuals. It was shown that in the 
Amphictyonic confederation of Greece each 
city, however different in wealth and strength, 


sent the same number of deputies, and each | 


had an equal voice. So, too, in the seven 
provinces of Netherlands and in Switzerland. 
It was insisted, on the other hand, that taxation 
and representation ought to go together, and 
that wealth as well as numbers ought to be 
considered in fixing the number of Congress- 
men and their votes. It was urged that rep- 
resentation should depend on the quotas of 
money furnished. Mr. Rutledge argued that 
money was power, and was entitled to be heard 
in the affairs of the Federation. ‘To this it 
was answered by Mr. Wilson that wealth was 


measured fairly by population, and that num- | 
bers represented as well the wealth as the | 


people. 


It was | 


The | 


Jealousy and distrust || 











by reason of its excess of people more votes | 


than another, the smaller ones would become 
the slaves of the larger ones. ‘* Each State,”’ 
it was said, ‘like each individual, had its 
peculiar habits, usages, and manners, which 


constituted its happiness, and could not give | 


to others a power over it, any more than an 
individual when he could avoid it.’’ Here, 
indeed, was a difficulty almost insurmount- 
able. Finally, through the wisdom and efforts 


one great and good men, the present plan 


| sittings of the Convention the number of in- 
| habitants was taken as the basis. 





| based on population. 


great an | the good people of that day to distraction and | 
the Constitution was adopted. arly in the || the Union nigh unto failure, our fathers struck 


| son, seconded by Mr. Pinckney. 





| have equal representation in the Senate.”’ 
| have seen how that was settled. 
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| 

Then arose 
a question of details. Shall untaxed Indians 
and enslaved negroes be counted? If untaxed 
Indians, then is not representation given for 
those who pay no taxes? Accordingly, the 
red men who had the felicity of being untaxed 
(what a blessing, if they lived now!) were 
dropped out. 

As to the enslaved Africans. the three-fifths 
rule was adopted on the motion of Mr. Wil- 
Kleven out 
of the thirteen States agreed to it. Mr. King, 
who was strongly anti-slavery, agreed to this 
as the rule of equality between the ‘‘ eastern 
and southern States.”’ He argued that as the 
eastern had more population and the southern 
more wealth the slaves should be partially 
counted to attain equality. Accordingly the 
slaves were carved into five parts, three parts 
counted as persons and two parts property. 
The property parts were ignored and the per- 
sons counted three for five. This was not 
done without conflict. Mr. Gerry contended 
‘*that the blacks were property, and are used 
to the southward as horses and cattle to the 
northward, and why should their represent- 
ation be increased to the southward on account 
of the number of slaves than horses or oxen 
to the North?’? Why, indeed, except that it 
was intended to approximate to the principle 
of population as the basis voted by the Con- 
vention? I maintain that this is the only just 
and stable principle. Any other is a fraud on 
the representative system. By the abolition 
of slavery, since our war, all the negroes are 
counted one for one, and not one for three 
fifths of one. If there had been no slavery in 
1787 all would have been thus counted then. 
Unless this had been done there could have 
been no Union. There was no other plan of 
equality possible unless every State had been 
given one vote each in the House of Represent- 
atives, as when the House elects a President. 
The object of representation is not to protect 
States simply, but the interests and rights of 
individuals in the States. 

What, then, is the principle of the four- 
teenth amendment? Isit population? Or is 
it suffrage? Is it both or neither? It pur- 
ports, in its terms, to be based on the princi- 
ple of the Constitution—population. ‘* Rep- 
resentatives shall be apportioned among the 
several States according to their respective 
numbers, counting the whole number of per- 
sons in each State.’’ ‘* But’’—ah, how much 
in this monosyllable! The exception contains 
the swindie, the threat, and the bribe. See! 
‘*But, whenever in any State the elective fran- 
chise shall be denied to any portion of its male 
citizens, not less than twenty-one years ofage, 
or in any way abridged, except’’ — another 
swindle in the form of aproposition— ‘‘ except 
for participation in rebellion or other crime, 
the basis shall be reduced in the proportion 
which the number of such male citizens shall 
have tothe whole number of male citizens not 


| less than twenty-one years of age.”’ 


This is your boasted fourteenth amendment, 
about to be discarded by your disregard of the 
disfranchised. Any one who will take the 
pains to read the Madison report of the debates 
of the constitutional Convention will find that 
the question of States’ rights was involved in the 
question of representation. Inthe first place, 


- < || the larger States claimed they should have the 
Again, it was replied, that if one State had | 


same voice in the Senate proportionate to their 
size. The smaller States said: ‘* No; we must 


That settle- 
ment remains; but the House is subject to 
the vicissitudes of every decade, and we are 
called upon to decide about thisdecade. Our 
representative basis is not based on money or | 
wealth. It should be, as it was intended, 


After much controversy, which almost drove | 


You || 


109 


ee ~~ _~ 


| the idea of “ numbers’ as a safe rule. From 
| this idea—the genius of our constitutional 
| polity—the Republican party have departed. 
The idea of population is not altogether the 
idea on which suffrage is based. You, gentle- 
men, in the fourteenth amendment, in making 
a basis counting out “ numbers,’’ who are dis 
franchised, have departed from the original 
constitutional order. You gave us in the four- 
teenth amendment a mixed basis. It is a basis 
of numbers and suffrage; and they are not 
akin or correlative. Our representation, ac- 
cording to the original structure and theory of 
the Government, is one of numbers. Any fair 
construction of the instrument should be on 
that principle. It should be so, unless we 
| depart from the genius and form of our Federal 
system, 
| Now the question is, how shall ‘*‘ numbers”’ 
be best represented? How shall we select for 
that purpose, and yet preserve the fourteenth 
|} amendment? That brings me to the argument 
| | was about to urge yesterday in favor of the 
| amendment of the gentleman from Indiana, 


|| [Mr. Niptack.] Gentlemen seem to think it 


, a disgrace should any State lose a portion of 
| its representation. Why should it be? The 


| gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Mercur] 


said that he endeavored to so frame the bill as 
| that each State should have its representation 
| in this House. ‘This bill for two hundred and 
| eighty-odd members was made to save the 
| amour propre of certain States ; for at the pres- 
| ent number of Representatives, for instance, 
| Ohio would lose two members, and New York 
would lose four. 1 mean that by keeping the 
'| number of which this House shall consist down 
|| to its present number, two hundred and forty- 
| three, these losses would occur. Massachu- 
| setts would lose one, New Hampshire one, 
| Rhode Island one, and Maine two. Thus 
| New England would lose five in all. Why do 
|| gentlemen on the other side seem so sensitive 
| about losing members? Is it because New 
England is ‘‘running out?’’ Why should its 
|| Representatives want to seem so numerous and 
|| great, as they once were? Do we not know 
they are declining and degenerating, compared 
| with the West? Any argument drawn from 
|| that source is unfair, for it throws the odium 
| of degeneracy upon Vermont and New Hamp- 
| shire. By these bills fixing the members at two 
| hundred and eighty-three they lose one mer 
|| bereach. If you will raise the number of 
|| Representatives to hide New England, why 
|| strike down the weak sisters of that interesting 
|| section? If you do it to the least of these, do it 
'| to the greater States also. Let New York, 
'| Ohio, and Massachusetts go along with New 
| Hampshire and Vermont in their humiliation. 
| But is it any more humiliating in any rational 
sense to be counted less when others are kept 
the same, than to be counted the same when 
others are counted so much more? Every one 
knows the proportions of decadence and in- 
| ¢rease are preserved, whatever the count, 

Is there anything to be gained in or to the 
great West, or elsewhere, by aggrandizing its 
congressional representation? Do you want 

|| to advertise to the people that the West is big, 
great, and growing? What Napoleon said of 

| the French republic when the English denied 
its existence is very applicable to our great 
and growing West: ott is the misfortune,’’ 
said he, ‘‘ of those who deny the existence of 
the sun in heaven or of the republicin France.”’ 
The verse of Virgil applied to Latium is spe- 
cially apposite, as applied to the West: 


‘*Ubere gleba atque potens armis.” 

She is fat in her soil and powerful in her 
strength. She needs no herald from a con- 
| gressional bill to aggrandize or display her 
| growth and greatness. 

| Suppose certain States are falling bebind 
| while the West grows. Such an argument 
| is altogether unpatriotic, provincial, and un- 
eo tn our former dealings with 
this question of representation Congress has 
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cut down representation. In 1830 the repre- 
sentation in the House was two hundred and 
forty members. In 1840 it dropped down to 
two hundred and twenty-three, although the 
ratio of represet 
in 1830 to 70,680 in 1840. At the beginning 
of the Government in 1790, when the States 
numbered sixteen, and the ratio was 43,000, 
there were only one hundred and eight mem- 


No. of Repre- No. of States 


tation had grown from 47,700 
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bers of Congress. In 1800 there were one 
hundred and forty-two; in 1810 there were one 
: hundred and eighty-two; in 1820 there were 


‘two hundred and sixteen ; in 1830 there were | 


two hundred and forty; in 1840 there were 
two hundred and twenty-three ; in 1850 there 
were two hundred and thirty three; in 1860 
there were two hundred and forty-three. The 
| following table will show these figures in detail: 


uaieiineta. Year. repeasented. Ratio. References. 
108 17) 16 $3,000 Statutes-at-Large, volume 1, p. 253. 
142 1800 17 33,000 Statutes-at-Large, volume 2, p. 128. 
182 1810 18 35,000 Statutes-at-Large, volume 2, p. 669. 
216 1820 Zi 40,000 Statutes-at-Large, volume 3, p. 651. 
240 1830 28 7,700 Statutes-at-Large, volume 4, p. 516. 
979% 1840 29 70,680 Statutes-at-Large, volume 5, p. 491. 
2 1850 33 93,420 Statutes-at-Large, volume 9, p. 482. 
243 1860 37 126,823 Statutes-at-Large, volume 12, p. 353; also 


In all these several eras and in the legisla 
tion for the number of members, there was a 
loss to certain States and a gain to others. 
This was to be expected from the very nature 
and the character and 
mobility of our people. But no one made an 
argument at any era to show that a State was 
to be considered dishonored because, in the 
changes of population and the alteration of 
the former ratio, she did not retain her former 
number of members. 

There are other reasons why I am opposed 
to increasing the number of the members 
of this House beyond the present number, 
two hundred and forty-three. 

Let me ask gentlemen if they can agree what 
should be our number? First, I may inquire 
with reference to the services of a Congress- 
man outside of the House. He is made the 
servant or slave of every one. If it were only 
his constituency, or if it were not for office 
seekers, he could get along with a clerk or 
messenger, Asit is a Congressman is a bureau. 
He is himself a messenger, watchman, clerk, 
agent, and detective-policeman, and he adds 
to these the graces sometimes of being a tem- 
perance lecturer, a preacher, lawyer, editor, 
doctor, philanthropist, gentleman, and a states- 
man! This is too much for one mortal. It 
may therefore be said that it would be well to 
divide the labor by lessening the district and 
increasing the number of Representatives. 
Sut this would not be done to any appreciable 
extent by the increase of from two hundred 
and forty-one to two hundred and eighty-three 
or an increase of forty members, as proposed 
by this bill. But the advantage at least would 
be offset by the disadvantage. 


of our Government 


1 will not dwell on the argumentum ab in- 


convenienti. ‘That has been done by the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, [Mr. Nipiack.] It is 
clear to any one that one hundred men in this 
House could do the proper business of legis- 
lation better than two hundred. In fact, in 
large parliamentary bodies about one tenth 
generally do the work of the body. So fauras 
relates to the detailsand debates, and the prep- 
aration of legislation, there is less than one 
twentieth engaged. Again, it has been urged 
for this increase that the House should keep 
pace with the increase of the Senate in num- 
bers. I do not feel the force of this reasoning. 
If the object of Congress were the procure- 
ment of offices, or the display of activity and 
strength in calling on the Departments, there 
might be some force in numbers; but then 
we are not pitted against the Senate, either 
vy the Constitution or by numeration. Weare 


supplementary act, volume 12, p. 572. 


not an antagonistic, but a concurrent and 
separate body. 
of the House by reason of its unwieldy size, 
the greater the advantage of the Senate in 
cases of collision. A body is not great by 
being big. Corpulence is not health or vigor. 
A wheezy adiposity is not necessarliy a con- 
dition of mental alertness. [Laughter.] Lay- 
ers of lard and monstrosities of fat are not 
conducive to manhood. The sizeof the great- 
| est of us is very small bythe side of the Cardiff 
giant or Mont Blane. Quantity is not the 
thing, but quality. Cattle and horses are 
stuffed with hay, but it is not for nutriment. 


Therefore, if we would strengthen the House, | 


let us give the number most efficient, not the 

‘‘wallowing, unwieldy’’ mass. Without being 

personal to myself, | go for the smaller body. 
| | Laughter. ] 


Is it more democratic or republican to | 


have greater numbers in this assembly? This 
is not so necessarily. European monarchies 
have outnumbered us in their parliaments, 
even when their population has been less. 


The Commons have six hundred and fifty- | 


eight ; the Lords four hundred and sixty-three ; 
the French Chamber had three hundred and 


seventy-six ; the Cortes three hundred and fifty: | 


the Prussian Chamber had three hundred and 
fifty-two; the Italian has four hundred and 
ninety-three, or one to every forty thousand. 
The ratio of population isthe same in Belgium, 
where there are one hundred and sixteen mem- 
bers, one for forty thousand. 
there are one hundred and twenty-eight repre- 
sentatives, one deputy in the ‘‘ Nationalrath’’ 
for every twenty thousand souls. They may 
‘ well make these small assemblies as we did at 
| first, and especially when by their organism 
| there are local representative assemblies, 

Again, if the principle of this bill is correct; 
if we are to grow in members here as in popu- 
lation, then, by the year A. D. 1900, when we 
have one hundred million people in the United 
States, we must have a thousand members. 
Then we wiill fall into the English ways. Legis- 
lation, except on great ‘‘ division days,’’ will 
be impossible with all the number. As it is, 
there is scarcely ever more than a quorum in 
the English Parliament for the bulk of the 
business. And so it was before the French 
war for the ordinary business of the French 
Chambers. 

Besides, if we add forty to our number it 
will be impossible to continue in this small 
Hail, cr at least we must oust these desks, 
unless we dismiss all our members but the work- 

|ing men. The main object of this increase to 


two hundred and eighty-three is to keep the 


'as to their number, having twenty-five thoy 


| saved. 


‘The greater the inefficiency | 


In Switzerland | 
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fact latent that New England is failing. \a.. 
sachusetts and the rest of New England yw; 
lose if we do not increase ourmembers, W, m 
let them lose. New England has now Renre, 
sentatives for seven thousand voters, while c. 
New York the voters are notin proper relatio, 
voters fora member. In Austria the Reichs. 
rath has two hundred and three members only, 


| but there are twelve department and joc] 


assemblies in the empire. But in all theso 
bodies a very few do the work. The House 


of Commons in England, as my friend from 


| Indiana [Mr. Kerr] has stated, consists of six 


hundred and fifty-eight members, while the 
House of Lords has four hundred and sixty. 
three members. He was quite right in saying 
that a much smaller number do all the work 
of both Houses, to wit, the quorum of forty, 

Mr. Chairman, in conclusion, for I have to 
be very brief, I am in favor of the amendment 
of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Nipiack,] 
because it will give more efliciency to Cop- 
gress. It will be better for our people at home, 
It will be more convenient, with this present 
Hall already erected, for our use, and it wil! 
save half a million of expenses, which, jy 
these days of taxation, will be something 
lf we add forty more members to this 
House there will be $500,000 added to our 


| expenses, and no proper equivalent for the 


extra expenditure, either by the wisdom or 
honesty of legislation. 

| now give notice that at the proper time, 
with a view to test this matter, and in view of 
the fact that there has been so much irrelevant, 


| wrong argumentation and bad ealeulation in 
| ° ° ° : 
this matter, and in order that it may be thor. 


oughly digested by the intelligence of the House, 
I shali move that the committee report the bill 


| to the House with the recommendation to refer 
| it to a special committee for a thorough revis- 
| ion. I hope such a committee will report a 
| bill more in correspondence with the Consti- 
| tution as interpreted by our Republican breth- 


ren who made it; more in conformity to the 
genius, form, and structure of our civil polity, 
as illustrated in our written but almost oblit- 
erated Constitution. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


General debate upon 


| this bill has closed by order of the House, 


and the question now is upon the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
MARSHALL] to the amendment of the geutle- 
man from Illinois, [Mr. Farnsworru. | 

The Chairman put the question, and decided 
that the amendment to the amendment was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I rise to a point of 
order. I rose for the purpose of claiming the 
attention of the Chair, with a view of con- 
tinuing the discussion under the five minutes’ 
rule on my amendment. Ido not understand 
the order taken by the House to close debate 
to include debate under the five minutes’ rule. 
I rose for the purpose of continuing the dis- 
cussion. If I had supposed that all debate 
was cut off, and the vote was final, I should 
have called for a division of thesHouse. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman 
from Illinois offer an amendment now, and 
speak his five minutes upon it? 

Mr. MARSHALL. 1 propose, if it is in 
order, to discuss my own amendment. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. But the gentleman 
has discussed his own amendment once. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will regard 
the amendment to the amendment as still 
pending. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Chairman, under 
the five-minute rule, as a matter of course, ! 
can make but very brief remarks upon this 
amendment. I proposed, if I had had an op- 


portunity of discussing the biil in other respects, 
to have done so; but the order of the House 
has cut that off, and I wish now merely to call 
the attention of the House to the amendment 
I believe it is correct in 


which I have offered. 
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principle, and that it should be applied in some 
‘vay to all elections of Representatives of the 
people. But I do not desire to discuss that 
juestion. I only propose to discuss the pro- 
sriety of adopting it as applied to the amend- 
ment of my colleague. The second section, 
which proposes an amendment to his bill, pro- 
vides that where the Legislatures of States do 
. nrovide for elections by districts, the addi- 
sonal members allowed to those States may be 
elected by general ticket. a; 

It is proposed to give to Illinois, under the 
ending bill, five additional members, and to 
sive to other States additional members, and 
when itis provided that those additional mem- 
bers shall be elected by general ticket the 
propriety in adopting what is called ‘* minority 
representation ’’ or ** totality representation, ”’ 


not | 


al ° “¢ . 
ntilizing his vote, 1s most manifest. I imagine 
\ & a 


that if it were properly understood by this 


he people an opportunity of being heard in 
his way by means of this principle. My col- 
eague says that my amendment goes further 
than the application of the principle as now 
applied in Illinois, and that where there were 


e 
1 
| 


hat two members to elect, the minority would | 


have an opportunity of electing one of them. 
Well, sir, that would depend upon contingen- 
If the majority in the State possessed with- 


cies. 


in themselves two thirds of the vote of the State, | 


they could under this amendment elect the 
two members; but if the majority and minority 
were nearly equally divided, the right of the 
minority to elect one of those members would 
be most manifest. 

But what does my colleague [Mr. Farns- 
worrH] propose? He proposes that where 
there are five members to be elected by a 
State, although there may not be two thousand 
difference between parties out of four or five 
hundred thousand voters, the majority shall 


elect every one of those members, and the | 


minority shall have no opportunity to be heard 
on the tloors of Congress. I say now, as I said 
the other day, that the adoption of a propo- 
sition producing such results would be an out- 
rage. Hither you should adopt the amendment 
| have proposed, or the amendment of my 


colleague [Mr. Farnswortra]} should be voted | 
down, and the States compelled to redistrict | 
so that there shall be a fair representation on | 


this floor. TI insist upon my amendment only 


upon the supposition that the amendment ot | 


my colleague may be adopted. If it shall be 
adopted, then the amendment I have proposed 
ought most unquestionably to be added to it. 
jt would be gross injustice, not only to the 
people of Illinois and of Missouri, but to other 
States where the majority would have an op- 
portunity, and the temptation is held out to 


id giving every elector an opportunity of | 


mittee, they would not deny the right of | 


| 
} 





them by the amendment proposed by my col- | 


league [Mr. Farnsworrtu] to refuse to district 
the State, and thus allow the majority to com- 
mit an outrage upon a large portion of the 
electors of the State. 


In Illinois, for instance, the difference be- | 


tween the two parties at this time is not very 
great. 


There are probably a half million of | 


voters in that State, and the two political par- | 


ties ure very nearly equal. Now, some prin- 
ciple should be adopted by which the voice of 
every portion of the people should be heard 
upon this floor, and I repeat, no temptation 
should be held out by the bill which we pass 
here to induce the majority to outrage the 
minority and deprive them of any voice in 
making the laws by which they are governed. 
| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to speak only to 
the bill for the short time allowed me. Lask 
the House to consider that the only difference 
between the substitute offered by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Mercur} for the 


bill of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Farns- | 


| 


WorRTH] is, that tae bill of the gentleman from 
lilinois [Mr. Farnsworrn] allows one addi- 
tional member to each of three western States, 





| 





to wit: Ohio, Illinois, and Missouri. I desire 
further to say that in my judgment no gentle- 
man who will carefully examine the returns 
of the Interior Department will say it is not 
equity to allow this additional member to each 
one of those States, for the reason that they 
have each the population entitling them re- 
spectively to it. As clear is this to my mind 
as it is that each of the other States in the 
Union has the population entitling them to 
the number of Representatives set forth in 
the bill of the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. 
FARNSWORTH. | 

I desire to say further, in this connection, 
that it is one of the distinguishing features of 


| the system of representation under the Consti- 


| 








| Constitution; the fault is in ventlemen 


| tution, as compared with that under the Con- 


federation, that the whole people shall be rep- 
resented by an equal rule of apportionment. 
Under the Confederation the States were rep- 
resented exclusively as States, each State hav- 
ing one vote only. Under the Constitution the 
people of all the States, as well as the States 
themselves, are represented, each State being 
entitled to one Representative and the people 
of all the States to equal representation. It 
was intended, and it was so provided in the 
text of the Constitution, that the ratio of rep- 
resentation should change with the popula- 
tion. Hence the constitutional provision for an 
enumeration every ten years, and an appor- 
tionment thereupon of representation. Such, 
sir, has been the practice of the Government 
from its foundation to this hour. 

But here stand gentleinen io-day asking us, 
in substance, to overturn the very philosophy 
of the representative system in the interest of 
eleven small States that are in no wise affected 
by the pending bill. 
man from Illinois [Mr. 'arnswortru] be de- 
feated, together .with the amendments, the 
representation of ten of the small States will 
be under the act of 1850 precisely the same as 
it will be under the bill of the gentleman from 
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Lil 


representation of all the people of all the 


| States. 


Mr. Chairman, I have stated hurriedly my 


| views of the merits of the bill as reported by 


the gentleman from Illinois. 

I venture to say in this connection that 
while | am_ perfectly willing to stand by the 
letter and spirit of the fourteenth amendment 
of the Constitution, I defy any man on this 
floor, if you give us time for careful investiga- 
tion, to demonstrate wherein that amendment 
is departed from to the extent of a single syl- 
lable in the apportionment here proposed. 
Why, sir, nothing can be clearer—and | think 
my honorable friend from New York [Mr, 
Cox] will agree with me—than that under the 
second section of the fourteenth amendment, 
no State is to be reduced in the basis of its 
representation on this floor if at the time of 
the passage of the bill apportioning repre- 
sentation it discriminates against no citizen in 
the right to vote. No matter though a dis- 


| crimination may have existed when the cen- 


sus of 1870 was taken, if between that time 
and this the State has redressed the wrong and 
removed the unjust discrimination, the pro- 
vision of the Constitution requiring that the 


| basis of representation be reduced does not 


apply. 

I desire further to say, aftera careful exam- 
ination of this bill and the statement of the 
Interior Department, that applying the pro- 
vision of the second section of the fourteenth 


|| article of amendments, there is not a State in 
| the Union affected by it—not even the State 


If the bill of the gentle- | 


of Missouri, because the wrong alleged, if it 


| existed there in 1870, when the census was 
|| taken, to the extent of the illegal disfranchise- 


ment of nine thousand citizens of the United 


|| States, has since been remedied, and no man 


Illinois, [Mr. Farnsworru,] while the three | 


great States of New York, Pennsylvania, and 
Qhio will be deprived of eleven Representa- 


tives on this floor as the result of the refusal || 


of the House to pass the bill or amend the act 
of 1850. Yet gentlemen dare to call such re- 
fusal Democratic. Sir, the people will have 
some account to take of this matter, of this 
denial of the equal representation to which 
they are entitled under the Constitution. 

I am not here to represent simply the inter- 
est of any one State. I stand here for the 
equal right of every State, as a State, to repre- 
sentation under the Constitution, no matter 
what may be its population. I stand here as 


| well for the equal representation of the whole 


people, as organized within the thirty-seven 
States of this Union. The bill of the gentle- 
man from lllinois [Mr. Farnswortu] meets 
this requirement of the Constitution, and se- 
cures this right of each of the States and of 
the people of all the States. ‘The existing law 
of 1850 does not do this. 

Mr. Chairman, allow me to say that instead 
of meeting this requirement of the Constitu- 
tion by any arithmetic that this House can 
employ, the State of Ohio is deprived under 
the act of 1850 of representation for 400,000 
of representative population, while the State 
of Vermont is allowed two Represeutatives on 
this floor for an entire representative popula- 
tion of only 331,000. In other words, by re- 
fusing to amend the act of 1850, Vermont is 
to be allowed one Representative for 165,500, 
and Ohio denied one for 400,000 of her people. 


| Gentlemen talk about the Constitution, Sir, 


it is rending it in tatters to apporiion rep- 
resentation in that way among the States and 
people of the Union. The fault is not in the 
who 


| stand here and refuse to legislate in accord- 


ance with the express requirement of its text; 
that is, to change the whole number of Rep 
resentatives every ten years according to the 
increase of population, so as to equalize the 


to-day is disfranchised in that State within the 
meaning of the constitutional amendment. 
‘This fact is well known to the whole country. 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. BLNGHAM. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COX. If the State of Georgia or Ken- 
tucky should by law declare that persons not 
able to read or write should be disiranchised, 
would that be such a disfranchisement as is 
contemplated by the second section of the four- 
teenth amendment; and if so, what is the 


| difference between such a case and that of 


| Rhode Island? 


Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman will ex- 
cuse me for not departing from my position 
to answer a question not in issue, and for say- 


| ing that I propose and prefer to argue the bill 


betore us. 
Admitting the case of Rhode Island to 
be within the terms of the fourteenth amend- 


| ment, I believe that a careful examination of 


the returns will show that under the fourteenth 
amendment her representation is not affected, 
and that she is entitled totwo Representatives 
upon this floor, as provided in the bill of the 
gentleman from I\linois, [Mr. Farnsworrn., | 
i have gone through with that calculation; | 


| ask members of the House to go throagh with 


it for themselves, if they doubt the conclusions 
at which I have arrived. I will only state in 
general terms what those conclusions are. 

Mr. KING. 1 wouid like 10 say a word for 


| Missouri. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Ihave already said that 


| Missouri is not within the operation of the 


i 


rule at all,and is entitled to thirteen Repre 
sentatives, 

Mr. KING. I wish to say that the nine 
thousand citizens of Missouri to whom the 
gentleman has referred as having been ex- 
cluded. from suffrage were disfranchised in 
consequence of their disloyalty. 

Mr. BINGHAM. So | understand. ’ 

Mr. KING. Therefore they did not come 
within the provision of the fourteenth amend- 
ment, so far as it prevides for a reduction in 
the basis of representation. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I agree to that, but the 
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disability has been removed, so that they 
could not come within the restrictions of the 
amendment upon any construction. 

Mr. KING. Therefore it is overruled. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Agreed; it does not come 
within the amendment at all. Now, as to 
Khode Island. The gentleman [Mr. Cox] 
does not venture to refer to any other State in 
this Union that can be affected by the four- 
teenth amendment in its representation upon 
any hypothesis be dare assume before this 
House. It is fair to assume that in the gen- 
tleman’s opinion Rhode Island is the only 
State that can by any possibility bereduced in 
representation, under the bill introduced by 
the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Farns 
wortH, | by reason of the provision of the four 
teenth amendment. The whole population of 
Rhode Island, as returned by the census, is 
217,353. ‘The whole male population of Rhode 
Island over twenty-one years of age, as re- 
turned by the census, is 43,996. ‘The whole 
number of persons disqualified, being male cit 
izens over twenty-one years of age in Rhode 
Island, even if you include those disqualified 
for other causes than those within the consti- 
tutional provision, is 2,835, 
vision of the fourteenth article? It is this: 
that Representatives shall be appointed among 
the several States according to the whole num 
ber of persons in each State, excluding In- 
dians not taxed, That is ‘‘the basis of repre- 
sentation’’ under the fourteenth amendment 
of the Constitution. 

What is the limitation of the amendment? 
But when the right to vote for officers therein 
named is denied to any of the male inhabit- 
ants of such State being twenty-one years of 
age and citizens of the United States, or in 
any way abridged, except for participation in 
rebellion or other crime, the basis of repre- 
sentation therein shall be reduced in the pro- 
portion which the number of such male citi- 


zens so denied or abridged in their right shall || 


bear to the whole number of male citizens 
twenty-one years of age in such State. 
is to be reduced? ‘The basis of representa- 
tion. What does the section say shall be the 
basis of representation of aState? The whole 
number of people in it, excepting Indians not 
taxed. 
shall be reduced in the proportion which the 
number of such male citizens denied the right 


to vote, or abridged in the right, shall bear to | 


the whole number of male citizens 
twenty-one years of age in the State. What 
is that proportion in Rhode Island? It is six 
percent. and a fraction not worth calculating, 
and which the gentleman and I combined 
could hardly calculate in a week. What does 
that amount to under this constitutional pro- 
vision? It amounts to 13,041. 
proportion it bears to the whole representative 
population ? Take 13,041 from 217,353, 
which is the basis of its representation 
according to the fourteenth article of amend- 
ment, and you have 204,312, which is the rep- 
resentative population in the State of Rhode 
Island. What, sir, is the ratio under this 
bill? It is 136,000 in round numbers, accord- 
ing to the rule fixed by law for twenty con- 


over 


secutive years, and now the rule of law as it | 
Take the 136,000 


stands on the statute-book. 
from 204,312 of representative population in 
Rhode Island, and you have 68,312 persons 
remaining, which is the moiety required by 
this bill, and three hundred and twelve more 


than is necessary to entitle Rhode Island to | 


two Representatives. I want to know what 
the gentleman has to say about it. 


Mr. COX. I say your calculations are 
wrong. 


Mr. BINGHAM. 
to say that figures lie. 

Mr. COX. it is only necessary to under- 
stand the simple rules of arithmetic. 


It is easy for gentlemen 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending | 
amendment is exhausted, and no further 


amendment is in order. 


What is the pro- | 


W hat ij 


By what rate shall it be reduced? It | 


What is the | 





to be stated. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Soitean. I understood 


the gentleman, as I proceeded, to admit the | 


the proportion I gave was right, 13,041. 
Mr. COX. It is 13,478. The gentleman has 
made a mistake. 


Mr. BINGHAM. That is my statement in 


regard to that thing; but the gentleman now | 


says the difference between us is four hundred ; 
and that will be more than overcome by re- 
ducing the ratio 136,000, as stated by me in 
round numbers, to the exact figure. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
is the amendment of the gentleman from IIli- 


The pending question | 
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| Mr. COX. Whatever is ascertainable ought | rency two thousand extra copies of his regen; 
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|| report. 


nois [Mr. MarsnaLi] to the amendment of | 


his colleague, [Mr. Farnsworru. ] 

Mr. MARSHALL. I ask that my amend- 
ment to the amendment be again read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


After the words “ at large,’’ in line twelve, section 
two, of Mr. FAaRNSwortn’s amendment, insert, *‘and 
in all elections of Representatives aforesaid, each 
qualified voter may castas many votes for one candi- 
date as there are Representatives to be elected by 
the State at large, or may distribute the same or 
equal parts thereof among the candidates as he shall 
see fit, and the candidates receiving the greatest 
number of votes shall be declared elected.” 


The committee divided ; and there were— 
ayes 74, noes 90. 


So the amendment to the amendment was | 


rejected. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 


I desire 


The Clerk read as follows: 


As an additional section insert the following be- 
tween sections two and three: “ That, after the elec- | 
tion of Representatives to the Forty-Third Congress, | 


the election of all Representatives in Congress shall 
be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday 
of November of each alternate year, except in case 
| of special elections ordered to fill a vacancy.”’ 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. The ob- 
ject of thisamendmentis to provide a uniform 
time of electing Representatives in Congress, 
beginning with the elections to the Forty- 
| Fourth Congress. My reason for putting it off 


their constitutions, so as to bring the State 
election on the same day. 

If I were looking at this matter in a partisan 
view only, I should prefer to leave the elections 
as they are now, because we always bear from 
| Maine first, and that gives a cast to the whole 
| elections for the year. But on account of the 
| facility for colonization and repeating among 
| the large central States, New York holding 
its election in November, and Ohio, Penn- 
sylvania, and Indiana holding their elections 


voters across from one into theother. I think 
it will be fair for everybody that on the day 
when one votes all should vote, and that the 
whole question should be decided then. 

_ Again, there is another and a different ques- 
tion. 
have to hold two elections: one for the State 
on one day, and one for the electors of Presi- 
dent and Vice President on another day. This 
throws a great burden needlessly and uselessly, 
it seems to me, upon the people, and I move 
this for the purpose of having a uniform elec- 
tion to take place in the future at a time when 
all the State constitutions as to State elections 
may be conformed to it, ifthe people of the State 
choose to conform them to it; for the amend- 
ment itself would have no effect on State elec- 
| tions as such, and is not intended to have any 
| effect on State elections as such. 

The committee informally rose; and the 

| Speaker having resumed the chair, 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, 
| one of its clerks, informec the House that the 
Senate had agreed to the concurrent resolution 
of the House of Representatives for the print- 
| ing for the use of the Comptroller of the Cur- 








to offer an amendment which I think there | 
will be no objection to anywhere in the House. | 


till then is to allow some States time to change | 


in October, the privilege is allowed the border | 
States, if any man is so disposed, of throwing | 


Every fourth year many of the States | 


APPORTIONMENT 


‘| none. 


The message further announced that the 
Senate had passed the bill (H. R. No. 619) to 
provide for a deticiency in the appropriation, 
for the expenses of taking the ninth census of 
the United States. ; 


BILL. 


The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. In the fey 
minutes which I have it will be impossible foe 
me to do more than indicate my views upoy 
the subject under discussion. And in its cop. 
sideration it will be the duty of the House 
first to determine and settle the number of 
Representatives for the whole country, and 
then to apportion them to and among the gey. 
eral States. And this duty, Mr. Chairman, 


'| should be performed with the single Purpose 


of advancing and serving the interests of || 
sections, and, if possible, of doing injury ty 
While I take just pride in being a goy 
of Pennsylvania—a State glorious in her his. 
tory and marvelous in her progress and develo). 
ment—I would not forget that she is one of g 
sisterhood of States, each shedding. while 
receiving, luster from the others. Asno mem. 
ber of the natural body can suffer without all 
|| the members suffering, so no member of the 

body-politic can suffer without injury to ail, 

Hence, I have no sympathy with argument, or 

rather objections, against the increase of rep- 

resentation in this House, which spring from 

no better soil than sectional prejudice. We 

have had too much of that feeling in the coun. 

try, aud our experience of its bitter fruits has 

been too sore and appalling for me to engag: 

in its revival here or elsewhere. I trust that 
it is now sleeping the sleep of death. 

It has been charged upon this floor, Mr, 
Chairman, that the Democracy are opposed to 
popular representation—or, in other words, to 
an increase of the members of this House. As 
an individual member of that party, I can speak 
simply for myself; and I say that | am in tavor 
of a reasonable increase in our congressional 
representation. I am in favor of the bill of 
my colleague, [Mr. Mercur,] which fixes the 
number of Representatives at two hundred and 
eighty, being an increase of thirty-nine over 
the number allowed by the act of 4th March, 
1862, because I believe it does substantial jus- 
tice to all sections of the country. In 1860 
our actual population was 31,443,321, and our 
representative population 29,550,028—being an 
excess of the actual over the representative 
population of 1,893,293. In 1870 our actual 
population was 38,582,852, and our represent 
ative 38,118,253—being an excess of the actual 
population of only 469,599; while the increase 
in the actual population during the decade is 
7,139,531, and in the representative 8,563,225. 
The fact that the representative has increased 
more rapidly than the actual population in the 
last ten years is accounted for by the adoptiou 
of the constitutional amendments abolishing 
slavery, and providing. as the basis of repre 
sentation, the whole number of persons in each 
State, excluding Indians not taxed. 

Here, then, we have an actual increase of 
population, since the last apportionment was 
made, of 7,139,531. And taking the five States 
in which there has been the largest actual in- 
crease in representative population, altiough 
not the largest gain per cent., they stand thus: 
in Illinois, increase 827,940; Pennsylvania, 
615,576; Missouri, 595,256; Iowa, 516,879; 
and New York, 502,024. 

Now, by leaving the representation unchanged 
Pennsylvania would get but twenty-two mem 
bers, a loss of two, although her representa 
tive population is 615,000 more than it was 
| ten years ago, when she got twenty-four mem: 
| bers; and this loss would really be sustaived 
| by the rural districts, where the extent of ter- 

ritory is largest, but where the increase of 
population has been the least. 

t is said that twenty-two bears the same 
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two hundredand forty-one that twenty- || 


ets number of members Pennsylvania 
ate get under the bill I advocate) bears to 
aes hundred and eighty and therefore her 
slative power in the House would be the 
ae Bat { regard not alone the relative 
cet of the State; I look also to the interest 
eal convenience of her people, and if one 
hundred and twenty-one thousand of her popu- 


jation were entitled to a member in 1862, why 


should it require one hundred and sixty thou- || 


sand for @ member in 1872? The war has 
vastly increased the business of the people at 
Washington, and while my experience here 
has been brief, yet it has been long enough to 
teach me that the notion prevalent in some 
sections that a member of Congress has noth- 
ing to do is utterly erroneous. It is his duty, 
and it should be his pleasure, as it always is 
mine, to respond to the inquiries and calls of 
his constituents, and these have become so | 
numerous that they engage no small portion 
of pistime. Nor should it be forgotten that, 
ander our Constitution, this House is intend 
ed to be nearer the people than any other 
branch of the Government. It emphatically 
represents them, at least in theory, and it 
chould be so constituted at all times as to 
be the best expression of their wiil. The 
pulsations of the public pulse, and the vibra- 
tions of the public heart are, and should 
be, soonest felt here; and here they should be 





soonest heeded. Our sense of dependence 
upon the people can be in no way so well 
preserved as by bringing and keeping us close 
to them, and thus making their interests our 
own. 

Then, Mr. Chairman, in view of our great 
increase in population and of the business of 
the people in the various departments at the 
national capital, what reason is urged, or what 
reason can be urged, here or elsewhere, against 
an increase of representation? Why shail the 
magnificent march of Pennsylvania to pop- 
ulous empire be not only not rewarded with 
an increase of members upon this floor, but 
be met with an actual loss of members here? 

It is urged, and this seems to be the chief 
objection, that such an increase in the rep- 
resentation as is proposed by the bill of my 
colleague, will largely increase the expenses 
of the Government, and therefore, as a mat- 
ter of economy, it should not be made. This 
objection plants itself upon popular ground, 
for our people have been so tax-ridden for 
many years, and so plundered by dishonest 
officials and public defaulters, that they have 
cause to be sick at heart, and to demand a 
more careful and more honest expenditure of 
the public money. But if, as I believe, and 
as I have attempted in a very brief way to 
show, an increase of the representation in 
Congress is demanded by the interests and 
the good of the people themselves, the ex- 
pense of such increase will afford them no 
cause of complaint. 

Our country is so rapidly growing in all the 
elements of greatness—intelligence, wealth, 
and population—that with an honest adminis- 
tration of the Government the increased ex- 
“i of forty additional members in this 
louse will not be felt, while the convenience 
to the people, in many ways, will immeasurably 
repay the necessary cost. A great question 
like this, involving the proper representation 
of the people and their interests, is not to be 
valued in dollars and cents, and to be determ- 
ined by the considerations which would con- 
trol a jockey in the sale or trade of a horse. 
If, notwithstanding the terrible baptism of fire 
and blood through which the nation has passed 
In the last ten years, our population has in- 
creased over seven millions, what may we not 
expect, under the blessingof God, in the next 
decade, with peace prevailing through all our 
borders, our great industries protected, and 
our peorte; with their swords turned into 
pruning-hooks, and learning war no more, 
uniting their energies in developing the untold 
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resources and wealth of the country? The 
nation has stretched its giant arms from ocean 
to ocean, and from the Gulf to the lakes, and 
all this vast area in the coming ten years will 
teem with increasing millions of people. In 
legislating now for so longa perked the proba- 


|| bilities of the future should not be disregarded 


in the logic nor forgotten in the action of the 
present. 

Passing, then, from the first branch of the 
question, the number of Representatives, how 
shall the apportionment be made? The second 
section of the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution provides that— 

** Representatives shall be apportioned among the 
several States according to their respective numbers, 


counting the whole number of persons in each State, 
excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right 


| to vote at any election for the choice of electors for 
| President and Vice President of the United States, 


Representatives in Congress, the executive and judi- 
cial officers ina State, or the members of the Legisla- 
ture thereof, is denied to any of the male inbabitants 


| of such State, being twenty-one years of age and 


citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, 
except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, 
the basis of representation shall be reduced in the 
proportion which the number of such male citizens 
shall bear tothe whole number of male citizens, 


twenty-one years of age, in such State,” 


I have no doubt that the object of the per- 
son who drew this section was to induce the 


| southern States to admit the negroes to full 
| political rights, by punishing them with the 
| loss of representation in case of their refusal. 


But the words, ‘‘in any way abridged,’’ are 
very broad, and a construction is placed upon 
| them on this floor, by high Republican au- 
| thority, too, which I am sure neither their 
| author nor Congress intended they should 
bear, and which | think is not sound. By the 
return of the census it appears that there are 
in the United States 40,380 male citizens over 
twenty-one years of age whose right to vote 
is ‘‘abridged’’ for reasons other than for par- 
ticipation in rebellion or for crime. 

There are of these, in Pennsylvania, 2,345, 
and in the little State of Rhode Island, 2,825. 
It is claimed that this number, whatever it may 
be in each State, should be deducted in arriv- 
ing at the correct representative population of 
| the State. The census returns do not show for 
what causes the right to vote is ‘‘abridged”’ 
in the several States; but it is known that in 
| Rhode Island there is a property test, and this 
| will explain the large number disfranchised 
there. In Pennsylvania, however, there is 
neither intelligence nor property qualification, 
and the number that must be made up of luna- 
| tics and perhaps deserters may be included. 
| These classes may be deducted without seri- 
| ously affecting the representation to which 
each State is entitled; butit is further claimed 
by the distinguished gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
SHELLABARGER] that wherever persons are pre- 
vented from voting on account of the non-pay- 
ment of taxes, all such persons should be 
| deducted from the representative population 
| of the State where the disfranchisement occurs, 
because, within the meaning of the constitu- 
| tional amendment, such disfranchisement is an 
| abridgment of the right to vote! This con- 
| struction seems to me, with deference be it 
| said, most absurd. 
| The payment of tax in Pennsylvania is a 
qualification of all voters, and if they should 
all, by reason of poverty or other cause, fail 
to pay it, the State would be entitled to no 
representation whatever in Congress! To state 
this proposition is to answer it. The require- 
ment of the payment of a tax is no absolute 
abridgment of the right to vote, it isa mere 
regulation, and on compliance with it the right 
to vote, so far as this point goes, is perfect. 
It operates on no special class, but on all 
| classes alike. It is a mere limitation, to be 
removed at the pleasure of the person upon 
| whom it is placed. It stands precisely upon 

the same ground as the right of the State to 
require a specified residence in the district 
before the election, which has been held by 
| our highest courts to be only a regulation to 
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a matter. 
| 
| 


| 
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secure a fair election. The Constitution of 
the United States, as it now stands, declares 
who are citizens of the United States and of 
the several States; yet the right remains to 
the States to adopt their own form of proof in 
establishing this citizenship. 

At the time of the adoption of this amend- 
ment laws were in forcein nearly all the States 
requiring the payment of tax, or imposing 
other restrictions, as a condition to the exer- 
cise of the right of suffrage. And it cannot be 
thought for a moment that in view of this 
fact it was ever intended by Congress, or the 
Legislatures of the States ratifying the amend- 
ment, that it would bear or that it would ever 
be tortured into such a construction. As 
there is no way of ascertaining the exact cause 
of the reported abridgment of the right of 
citizens in the several States to vote, and as 
the Secretary of the Interior states in his com- 
munication to this House that this branch of 
the census returns is not reliable, I deem it 
best to accept the population of the States as 
furnished and apportion the Representatives 
upon it. 

I believe the bill of my colleague is substan- 
tially fair and just, and I shall vote for it with 
pleasure, or for some bill which embodies the 
same principle. 

The question was taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Burier, of Massachusetts ; and 


| it was agreed to. 


Mr. FINKELNBURG. I desire to say a 
few words concerning the practical details of 
this bill, and for that purpose I move pro forma 
to amend by striking out the last word. 

I leave out of view the operation of the four- 
teenth amendment as a matter of no impert- 
ance in this apportionment, and principally 
for the reason thatthere is no reliable statistical 
information upon which we can base our action. 
The information furnished by the Census 
Bureau is not only confessedly erroneous by 
the admission of the Superintendent himself, 
but it is voluntary in its character. It was 
unauthorized by law, and hence it is improper 
for us to base our action on it in so important 


I was surprised at the idea advanced by the 
gentleman Hou: Ohio Nt GARFIELD | yester- 
day, that, notwithstanding this fact, we were 
to be bound by that information; in other 
words, that although we may come with the 
constitution and laws of Missouri before this 
body and show that to-day nota soul is dis- 
franchised in Missouri, yet, notwithstanding 
this highest of all evidence, it is to be out- 
weighed and upset by mere hearsay evidence 
of the census-takers. The idea is preposter- 
ous to my mind, but I leave that out of view. 

I desire to say a few words in reply to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Mercor, } 
who yesterday compared the merits of the bill 
of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. F'arns- 
worTH | with those of his own, and in doing 
so he followed a very remarkable line of argu- 
ment. Assuming that the basis, the ratio, the 
theory of calculation which formed the ground- 
work of his own bill, he applied them to the 
Illinois bill, and then proceeded, with some 
show of plausibility, to indicate several errors 
and apparent absurdities in that bill. This is 
certainly a novel mode of testing the correct- 
ness of a bill. I suppose that if we were to 

| measure the merits of the naval appropriation 


| bill by the estimates made for the Army sim- 


| ilar absurdities might be made to appear. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania certainly knew 
that each of those bills has a separate and 


distinct basis from which it starts, and that 
| each bill is consistent with that basis; that the 
| Illinois bill is consistent with the ratio adopted 
| by the 


entleman from Illinois, and that the 
| Pennsylvania bill is consistent with the ratio 
| assumed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
The true question is which basis shall the 
| House accept, and I certainly prefer the Ili- 
| nois basis, which is a logical one, the result 
| of simple arithmetical calculations. That bill 
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agrees in its main features with the table fur- || gentlemen who may expect to remain in Con- | s Sir, Ido not complain of that. It was y, 

nished by the Cen Bureau, which I hold in | gress ; for the States will lose nothing, what- || constitutional right of Massachusetts ; eas 

my hands, and which has been furnished to || ever the number of this House may be fixed || 

every member. That table iscaleulated accord- | at, in their proportion of representation. When || 

ing to the lawof 1550. Ittakes the aggregate | a State is reduced from twenty votes out of || 
t population of the United States 


representauve 
divides it by the sone a which are 


an advantage due to the wisdom of her Poli _ 
A member of this House, than whom none 
more able and distinguished, himself a New 
England Republican, “said to me during th, 
last Congress that when the middle St: lea 


two hundred to ten votes in one hundred, it || 


ol 
. . » il 
has lost absolutely nothing of its rights. If 


become 
and 
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to constitute the House of Representatives. || upon the new apportionment which must be |; this Union should learn to send their best me an eno 
The product of that division constitutes the | had, any State in a House of the present num- || to this House and to keep them here, th, sate Pe 
ratio. Jt isa simple matter and clear toevery || ber would have a smaller number of Repre- || would control this Government; but that j eral ant 
one. The Illinois bill follows that law and |, sentatives than it now has, it would neverthe- || so long as they adhered to that principle of timer 
follows that table. | less retain all the proportionate representation || rotation whic htakes men away from the Ho : when ti 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania has at- | it was entitled to, and so would lose nothing, || before they become familiar with the dy. ape 
tacked this table upon one or two occasions, || although there may be gentlemen here who || and rules of the House, and get those pos is not 


but after a careful examination I am prepared 
to say that that as furnished by 
Census Bureau, is clear, reliable, and correct 
in all its results, and that it is to be 
upon As an accurate Computation, an accurate 
statement of facts and figures altogether in ac- 
requirements of the law of 
Phe gentleman from Pennsylvania has 
cated that there are several majority frac- 
tions in this table for which credit is not given. 
That fe 1 e provision of the law of 
1850, which requires that only 80 many mayjor- 
ity fractions shall be allowed members as shall 
to fill the number fixed for the House 
oft Ke presen It fixes the limit for mem- 


table, 


cordance with the 
1850. 
md 


sllow rom ti 


suthce 


tatliveas, 


bers of the House, and there stops. ‘The re- 
sult is that fifteen States are allowed a mem- 
ber for fractions, and three that have fractions 


1 members. 
to the only difference between 
the Illinois bill and the census tables; and I 


are not allowe 


| now come 


think it is a very proper and commendable | 
alteration. The bill the gentleman from 


Illinois, | Mr. l 


proposes 10 


‘ARNSWORTH, | as it now stands, 
allow one member for each 
majority fraction, which increases the whole 
number two hundred and eighty to 
two hundred and eighty-three. It is upon the 
theory ee : is better for us not to stickle 
two or three more seats in this House 
if we thereby deprive several hundred thou- 
enud pe opie of re presentation, I think the 
Iilinois bill a fair and just one, and Lhope it 
will ted, 

| Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG, 
amendment. 


Mr. POTTER, 
proy 


from 


1 
avout 


be ad ) 
I withdraw my 


I move to strike out the 
second section of the amend- 
ment of the gentle manu from Illinois, | Mr. 
Farnsworru,] in order that I may hare an 
Opportunity to say something on this very im- 
port 


Lhis debate, M 


3o to the 


int subject 

r. Chairman, has proceeded 
for some days, during which we have been 
favored with much discussion in respect of 
fractions and figures, aud the effect of the dif- 
ferent plans that have been brought forward 
upon perticular States, and in respect also of 
the constitutional question which arises under 
the fourteenth article of amendments to the 
Constitution. But during all this discussion it 
has been taken for granted that the number of 
Representatives which should compose this 
House under the new apportionment should 
be about two hundred and eighty. 
the reason for fixing upon any such number as 
that is challenged in debate, the gentleman in 
charge of this bill | Mr. Fanxnsworru] moves 
at once that general debate be closed in an 
hour, and we are thus left with but five minutes 
or so each in which to discuss this most im- 
portant matter. 

Now, why should two 
be about the number that should compose this 
House? No reason has been assigned for 
that in debate; but it has been assumed, if | 
may judge from the opinions expressed in 


. 


hundred and eighty 


copversation on the floor, that two hundred 
und eighty was about the proper namber, 


because with that number of members for this | 
retain at least its 


House each State would 
present number of Representatives, e xcept the 
two States of Vermont and New Hampshire. | 
But, sir, that is a reason merely pergonal to | 


the | 


relied 





| the interests of the State and of the 


| Senators 


| But surely this is a mistake. 
_be the number of the House hereafter, New 


| she will lose nothing in her influence. 
| this is so is indeed best illustrated by one of 


| House and New York has thirty-one. 


And when | 


would be prevented by the change from longer 
representing their State. But that would be a 
loss to gentlemen personally, and not to tie 
States or to the people. 

If we should have a House of two hundred 
and forty members or thereabouts, my State, 
instead of longer having thirty-one members 
here, would Lave but twenty-eight; therefore 
three of us, in that event, could not possibly 
come back here. That, however, is a consid- 
eration affecting us personally; but so far 
as the State and its people are concerned, it 
is a consideration of no importance at all. 
Indeed, I insist that it is a grave objection to 
this bill that it fixes the number of the House 
at that number which leaves a seat for every 
member but two at present in the House—and 
1 hear those two are to be provided for by 
amendment—and that it has nothing else in 
respect of the number which shall compose 
the House to commend it. That is, it is a bill 
in the interest of members personally, and not 
of their States or of their constituents. 

It has been suggested, sir, in this debate 
that it was necessary for every State that it 
should haveat leastas many members under the 
new apportionment as it has now, (although 
that result would largely increase the whole 
number composing this body,) in order that 
people 
upon this floor may be properly cared for. 


| Even my friend from Indiana [Mr. Nrpiack] 


argued yesterday that though New England 


| would lose under this bill six members, she 
| would still, with the members she would yet 


have in this House, and her present number of 

, retain quite as muvh influence as she 
ought to have. Asif her influence would be 
diminished by a diminution in the actual num- 
ber of her Representatives, although her just 
proportional representation was preserved. 

Whatever may 


England will have exactly that vote in the 
House which by reason of her population she 
is entitled to, and as much, therefore, as her 
States or any of the States ought to have; 
while, as regards the actual number of her 
members, whether deprived of two or of six, 
That 


these very New England States. 
Massachusetts has ten members in this 
Not 
to aye to this Congress I will remind gentle- 
men that in the last Congress Massachusetts, 
with her ten members, had the chairmanships 
of tive of the principal committees of the 
House—the Committee of Ways and Means, 
the Committee on Appropriations, the Com- 


| mittee on Keconstruction, the Committee of 


Claime, aud the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 


'while New York, with thirty-one ‘members, 


had the chairmanship of but one committee, 


,and that only the Committee on the Pacific 


Railroad! Having regard to the right which 
the chairmen of some of these committees 
possess under the rules of the House to 
claim the floor of this House at all times, 
Massachusetts, with a million and a half of 
people, had in the Forty-First Congress more 
to say in this House, more control, and in 
every respect but in the number of votes she 
cast, more power than New York, with a pop- 
| ulation of four and a half millions. 


| Ido not complain of this. 








tions on committees which result from |». atives, 


service here, just so long those States wo), opportu 
| fritter away the power and influence jn ti), uy ° 
Government which by their cent: mh, geogray)h. fam you 
ical position they ought to have. Sir, I repey 4 will be 


i sentall 
person: 
the pet 
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whether this House be composed of one hy, would 
dred or of five hundred members, so long as ¢\y: wre 
pursues the same wise policy as to her membey an Fy 
of Congress that she has adopted heretofore, hundr 
| Mr.Chairman, the only consideration whic, we 
it seems to me, we should admit upon a matte; us awe 
| of this kind, is what number of members jx a 
| necessary to secure a faithful representation bo a 
of all the interests and rights of the peopl ee 
here, consistent with the efficient discharge o vt 
public business. As regards the dise harge of ‘. of a 
public business, what is the present condition Fg “" it 
of things? We have now a House composed wen 
of two hundred and forty members. Can any ae 
body speak bere so as to be heard throughou ing U 
'the Hail? Can business be dispatched in a me} | 
deliberate tone of voice or manner? When ee ~~ 
man begins to speak in this House, he has = 
raise his voice aud shout with all his might, 6g 
and presently he is obliged to thrash about — 
with his arms in order to supply bis lungs st 
with the necessary blood to keep up t oe 
volume of voice required. Next he yets y i 
excited and violent; and thus it results that BR “at 
the legislation of one of the most powe: a 
bodies in the world is conducted with mor CE 
apparent violence, with less deliberation, and il 
with less creditable manner, than that of per- is 
haps any other civilized country. Why. sir, M 
| legislation like that of this body, which affe ‘all 
the gravest rights of the people, ought to bi oad 
| carried on in a deliberate mauner—ought to Mr 
be conducted, if possible, in a conversational i 
tone of voice. In the House of Commons, ill 
with its six hundred and fifty members, forty bill 
constitute a quorum for general business and this 
twenty for private bills, The members nestle FR ,.., 
around in a little space in front of the speaker, mm Cia 
and nobody has to raise his voice greatly to oa 
be heard. While in this House, in which by a ol 
constitutional provision a quorum must always but 
be at least a majority of the whole House, in the 
| order to command any attention beyond those nla 
who immediately surround us we are, on the : io 
other hand, obliged to shout until we mak: tor 
an exhibition of ourselves creditable neither | do 
to us norto the legislation of the country ; and mt 
yet it is proposed for the next ten years to sill! me oe 
further increase these embarrassments to wis of 
legislation. P ol 
‘The gentleman from Pennsylvania who last it 
addressed the Chair has suggested that tl 2 6 
| people, whose pulse is quickly felt here, wan' - ww 
more Representatives. 1 confess I do not se: a 
any indication of that kind so far as I come 1 af 
contact with the people. During the last tex . 
years many of the congressional districts 0! - 
‘| this country have increased very much in pop: di 
|; ulation. In some districts there are now ove! th 
two hundred thousand people. In my own dis: - 
| trict there are now about one hundred and eighty ti 
thousand; and yet can anybody say that tie 2 
| more populous districts of the country are less . 
|| effectually represented, or that the people ae t] 
| any more difficulty in expressing their will and 
| having it obeyed than in districts having but one ' 


hundred and twenty or thirty thousand people? 
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No such complaint or suggestion has ever been | 
made, so faras [ know. Un the contrary, such | 
is the condition of the country, such are the | 
facilities of communication by railway and | 
telegraph, and generally the various means 
of iutercommunicauion now existing have 
become sO developed, that a Representative 
can closely represent & district containing two 
hundred thousand people, and maintain gen- 
eral and constant communication with his con- 
stituents, with far more ease than was the case 
when the Government was established and the 
constituency was but thirty thousand. Sir, it 
is not the people who want more Represent- 
atives, but the Representatives who want an 
opportunity to continue to be Representatives, 
My own judgment is, that in the proportion 
you ‘inerease the quota of representation you 
will be apt to increase the dignity of the repre- 

sentative office and elevate the character of the 
persons who come here as Representatives of 

the people. I firmly believe that the people 
would be better represented, that business 
would be better dispatched, with one hundred 
and fifty members in this House, than with two 
hundred and fifty. But when this body, now 
consisting of two hundred and forty members, 
is swelled to two hundred and eighty, then I 
believe that this ‘‘ cave of the winds,’’ as some- 
body has called it, will have become very much 
worse, as regards its confusion, as regards the 
inability of members to understand the course 
of business, as regards the carelessness and 
want of responsibility exhibited on the part of 
members, than it has ever been before. And 
here let meadd one other objection to increas- 

ing the number of this body which occurs to 
me; and that is, as Representatives are in- 
creased in number, the number of propositions 
brought before the House is proportionably in- 
creased in number. The fertility of our peo- 

le in invention and suggestion is notorious. 
c. now the House is overwhelmed with the 
rush of bills and resolutions, which two hun- 
dred and forty members bring before it. And 
to increase the House one sixth, is to increase 
just so much the difficulties of wise, provident, 
and careful legislation, already so great. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HALDEMAN. 1 renew the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I desire only at this time to 
call attention to what I consider a very import- 
aut neglect by the gentleman from Illinois 
ss. Farnsworth] and my colleague from 

’ennsylvania (Mr. Mercur] in the pending 
bill and substitute. It is that neither of these 
bills provides for apermanent organization of 
this House, nor provides for an apportion- 
ment of representation among the several 
States in the decade that shall succeed this, 
and after the census of 1880. They determined 
and fixed the number for each of the States, 
but they in no wise provide for the change of 
the basis of representation which will take 
place within the next decade. The Constitu- 
tion requires the census shall be taken each 
ten years, and the members shall be appor- 
tioned among the several States in proportion 
to their population. Such an apportionment 
could not be had ten years hence under either 
of these bills. The number of Representatives 
Which the original bill of the gentleman from 
Illinois and the substitute of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania apportions to each State 
would not be even an approximation to the 
number that each State would be entitled to 
ufter the next census and under the constitu- 
tional provisions which so plainly require that 
& common representative basis as ratio or 
divisor should be employed in determining 
the number of Representatives each State is 
eutitled to. In the language of the Constitu- 
lion, ** Representatives shall be apportioned 
among the several States according to their 
respective numbers.’’ This manifestly implies 
the nearest common divisor or ratio for each 
and every State, which ratio it would be im- 
possible to find under either of these bills, 








wherein a fixed representation is given to 


each State, and no provision made for changes | 


in the populations of the States in the course 
of ten years. 

Originally members were apportioned among 
the several States by those who framed our 
system of government by first determining a 
representative basis, which was fixed in the 
first instance at thirty thousand. But in time, 


and decade after decade, the Congress some: | 
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| 


times fixed the number of members, and some: | 


times first determined the representative ratio. 
Upon one or other of these principles each ap- 
portionment has been based, and no apportion- 
ment can be logically founded upon any other. 
Neither of these bills, upon its face, shows you 
upon what principle of representation the Kep- 


several States. 
themselves to tell us the principle adopted by 
the gentlemen. We only know that a certain 


given to each State. 

My colleague says he experimented. 
bill of the gentleman from Illinois is silent. 
Now, it is well known that at every recurring 
period of ten years this House and the country 
were agitated by the discussion between the 
larger and the smaller States, until the year 


case Congress should fail to provide for it, and 





the other establishing a fixed law, however | 
just or unjust you may consider it, in accord- | 
ance with which the Secretary of the Interior | 
performing a clerical duty, should apportion | 


the Representatives among the several States, 
thus securing a permanent organization of this 
House, as contemplated by the Constitution. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, in view of the sad 
events of the last ten years, when State after 
State withdrew from these Halls, should we 
still hug to ourselves the fond delusion that 
these people are a people so blessed by the 
Deity that we are not subject to the ills which 
other nations are subjected to? Must we not 
remember different branches of the Govern- 
ment have attempted to exclude one another? 
Is it right that we should be at the mercy of 
the other end of the Capitol failing to pass a 
bill apportioning members among the States ? 
Do we wish to be at the mercy of an Executive 
failing to sign, or vetoing a bill, and thus dis- 
solving the representative body of the people 
which holds the purse-strings ? 


I consider this so important, Mr. Chairman, | 
that [have prepared an amendment in the form 


of a substitute which I will offer at the proper 
time. I think, whatever we do, however we 


discuss questions of fractions of larger States | 


against smaller ones, however much we may 


remember that Pennsylvania, with a population | 
of three million five hundred thousand, can | 
have only one fraction, while New England, | 
with a population of three million five hundred | 
thousand, must have six fractions, and may | 


have six additional members, however much 


population of three million five hundred thou- 
sand, has six fractions, while New York, with 
a population of feur million four hundred thou- 


manently organizing this House, of placing 

our existence as a body beyond the reach of 

senatorial jealousy or executive ambition—— 
{Here the hammer fell. } 


The CHAIRMAN. 


Mr. HALDEMAN. 
The CHAIRMAN. 


I do. 


——— 


| from Illinois, [Mr. Farnswortu : ] 


Sxc. 2. That in each State entitled under this law | 


“to more than one aeons the number to 
which said States may be entitledin the Forty-Third 


definite number of Representatives are to be | 


The | 


1850, when in the census bill were incorpo- | 
rated two provisions exceedingly wise, one pro- | 
viding for taking the census each decade in | 


resentatives are to be apportioned among the | 
There is nothing in the bills | 





we may remember that New England, with a | 


sand, has only one fraction; however much we | 
may feel on these questions, I do hope that, | 
rising above party and section and State, we | 
may keep firmly in mind the necessity of per- | 


Does the gentleman | 
withdraw his amendment to the amendment? | 


The question recurs on | 
the following amendment of the gentleman | 


cS 


and each subsequent Congress shall be elected by 
districts composed of contiguous territory equal in 
| number to the number of Representatives to which 
said States may be entitled in Congress, no one dis- 
trict electing more than one Representative: /’re 
|} vided, That in the election of Representatives to the 
Forty-Third Congress in any State which by this 
law is given an increased number of Represent- 
atives the additional Representative or Represent- 
| atives allowed to such State may be elected by the 
| State at large, and the other Representatives to 
which the State is entitled by the districts as now 
yrescribed by law in said State, unless the Legis- 
ature of said State shall otherwise provide betore 
the time fixed by law for the election of Represent- 
atives therein. 

Src. 3. That all acts and parts of acts in conflict 
with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to make a sug- 
gestion to the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. 
Farnsworth, ] rather than a motion, that the 
| third section be stricken out. Itis not only 
unnecessary, but inelegant and ungraceful. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Let the gentleman 
make his motion, then. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move, then, to amend 
the amendment by striking out that section. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 

The question next recurred on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Farnsworrnu, as amended, 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 54, noes 76. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Farnsworrnt 
and Mr Mercur were appointed. 

Mr. CONGER. Would it be proper to divide 
that amendment and have a separate vote on 
the proviso? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that 
the amendment cannot be divided. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 84, noes 87. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I now 
desire to offer my amendment as an amend- 
ment to the original bill, to come in as an 
additional section, section two. 

Mr. SHANKS. Will not this deprive us of 
the privilege of going back to the previous 
section? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would decide 
that any part of the original bill would be 
amendable. The Clerk will report the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Burier. ] 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That the election of all Representatives in Con- 
gress shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday of November of each alternate year, after 
the election of electors of President and Vice Pres- 
ident in the year 1872, except incase of special elec- 
tions ordered to fill a vacancy. 

Mr. COBURN. [I think a question arises 
here of precedence in the order of business. 
My colleague [ Mr. Suanks] proposes to amend 
the first section as it stands, and unless the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Borier] 
has special reasons for pressing his amend- 
ment just now I think the committee would 
act more logically in taking the amendment 
of my colleague first. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Borer, | 
which he offers as an additional section of the 
original bill, is before the committee. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I only 
| desire to say that this amendment was offered 
to the substitute which has been lost, and I now 
want to apply it to the original bill. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Burien] a 
question, merely forinformation. Where State 
| constitutions have fixed a day for the election 
| of members of Congress, I would like to know 
how you can abrogate these by an act of this 
\| kind? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. The Co: 
stitution of the United States, as I understand 
|| it, gives us the power to fix the day of hold 
ing the election of Representatives. Lut we 
|| caunot interfere, nor does this amendment 
\| interfere, with the day of holding State 
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tions. And, as I said before, the time for giv- 
ing effect to this provision has been put off till 
1874. in order to give the States time to alter 
their constitutions in regard to their State elec- 
tik 


Mr. KELLOGG, I wish to inquire of the 


gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Bur.er] 
whether, by the language of his amendment, 
S in electing to the Forty-Third Congress 
are obliged to elect on the Tuesday foilow- 


t Monday of November. 
Mr yt | LER, of Ma achusetts, No, sir. 
Mr. KELLOGG. In my own State we elect 
lhird Congress on the first Mon- 
[873, and under that amendment, 
tand it, we are obliged to elect mem- 
on the Tuesday following the 
hit Monday of November. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, 
nh yeep rede 


dd to the 


In order 


imendment the words **except tor 
members of the Forty-Third Congress.”’ 
Mr. KELLOGG. That covers the ground. 
Mr. CAMPBILL. I wish to read the clause 
of the Constitution bearing upon this point. 
It is as follows: 


‘The times, places, and manner of holding eleo- 


{ for Senators and Representatives shall be pre- 
i each State by the Legislature thereof; 
t Congress may at any time by law make or 


regulations, except as to the places of 
choosing Senators, 


r. ( nee RN. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetis, | Mr. Bur er,] in his statement in 
relation to the time at which this law should 
tuke eflect, ivs he 
operation till 1874, in order that the constitu- 
tions of the States may be amended so as to 
bring the State elections to the s 
the pre 


idential. It strikes me that that may 


work some inconvenience, and possibly in the 


same date as | 


ible cavil the Clerk will please | 


proposes to postpone its 


State of Indiana, whose constitution fixes the 
general election in October, the constitution 
would not be amended before that time, our 
provision as toamendments to the constitution || 


be ing as follows: 


ea 


\ny amendment or amendments to this constitu- 
tion may be proposed in either branch of the 
eral Assembly; and if the same shall be agreed to 
by a majority of the members elected to each of the 
two houses, such proposed amendment or amend- 
ments shall, with the yeas and nays thereon, be ea- 
tered on their journals, aod reterred to the General 
Assembly to be chosen at the noxt general election; 
ind if, in the General Assembly so next chosen, such 
roposed amendmentor amendments shall be agreed 
»> by a mojority of allthe members elected to each 
jouse, then itshall be the duty of the General As- 
sembly tosubmit such amendment or amendments 
to the electors of the State; i 
electors shall ratify the same, such amendment or 
imendments shall become a part of this constita- 
tion,” 

Now, 
get an amendment of our constitution would 
be to have it passed by the next Legislature, 
which will be elected at the next election ; 
then, two vears after that, at the next regular 
‘ssion of the Legislature (as we have only 
‘ennial sessions) the matter would be again 
submitted to the Legislature; and then, after 
that Legislature has adopted it, at the next 
election the people would vote upon it, and 
this willtake more than four years. So that 
if the gentleman wishes to postpone the opera- 
tion of this proposed law until the States may 
amend (heir constitutions, his amendment in 
its present form will avail nothing so far as we 
are concerned, 


A word now as tothe point of convenience. 


} 
t 
I 


} 


We have biennial elections in Indiana, and in | 


one yeur, at one election, that is, atthe time 
ot the presidential election, it might be con- 
venient for our people to vote for members of 
Congress at the time indicated in the amend- 
ment; that is, once in four years. But at the 
election intervening between the presidential 

ections, such a law as this would work very 
great inconvenience. We could elect no offi- 
cers at that time except members of Congress. 
We should have an election for State, county, 
and township officers in October, and only 


the first thing to be done in order to | 


Gen- | 


| of that State it is provided that— 


| 


| of the Government to lea 
| choosing Representatives in Congress to be 
Hitherto Congress || 


and if amajority of said || this constitution, and the Legislature of the 


| State has made laws fixing the time of holding 


| Now, I can see no good reason why Con- | 
| gress should now interfere to disarrange the | 
| matter of elections in that State. 
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November, thus needlessly doubling election 
expenses and troubles in that year. 

Now, in enacting laws the ease with which 
they can be carried out and the convenience 
of the people should be looked to, and this 
amendment would entail unnecessary incon- 
venience upon us, while it would work very 
little good. It may be said that it would he 
a very great advantage to have all the elec- 
tions held at the same time, as there might be 
some safeguards against colonization and 
other frauds. But we in fein have not 
found that any great frauds or wrongs con- 
nected with the holding of elections have been 
committed by persons trom neighboring States, 
and we are willing, so far as we are concerned, 
to take the risk of that rather than suffer the | 
worse alternative presented by this amend- 
ment. 

It strikes me, therefore, that the amendment | 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts contem- | 
plates such an interference in the elections in 
the States as would not be acceptable, and would 
work very great inconvenience, and I therefore 


feel like opposing it. | 


Mr. WILSON, of Indiana. I move, pro 
forma, to strike out the last word of the pend- 
ing amendment. I wish to call the attention 
ot the House to the provision of the constitu- 
tion of the State of Indiana upon this subject. 
I understand that it has been the settled policy 
ve this matter of 


regulated by the States. 
has never assumed to legislate upon this sub- 
ject. The Constitution of the United States | 
makes this provision : 
“The times, places, and manner of holding elec- 
tions for Senatorsond Representatives shall be pre- | 
scribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; 
but the Congress may at any time by law make or 
alter such regulations, except as to the places of 


chousing Senators.” 1] 


I presume that there can be no question that 
Congress has the power to indulge in this kind | 


of legislation, but it having been the practice || 


from the earliest history of this Government to | 
allow the States to regulate these matters,as they | 
have the right to do under the provision above 
quoted, the State of Indiana has made a | 
regulation on the subject. By the constitution 


“All general elections shall be held on the second 
Tuesday in Uctober.” 

Acung upon the settled policy of the Gov- 
ernment, the State of Indiana has adopted 


elections in accordance therewith. My col- 
league {Mr. Copurn] has pointed out the dif- 
ficulties and delays that must be encountered | 
in attempting to change the State constitution. 





W hat occasion is there for this amendment? 
The gentleman from Massachusetts says that 
the facilities for colonizing voters, and for | 
repeating, have become very great. That may 
be true; but I presume that the Legislatures 
of the various States have it in their power to 
pass laws to prevent those violations of the | 
ballot-box, those election frauds of which he 
speaks. Certainly it is ill-timed to put into 
this bill a provision of this kind, which would 
disarrange the elections in a great many of the 
States of this Union. I imagine, from what 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. CAMPBELL] says, 
that they in that State would labor under pre- 
cisely the same difficulties that we would in 
Indiana if this section isadopted. ‘The time for 
holding these elections is fixed in the State of 
Indiana by the constitution, and as we have only | 
biennial electionsin that State, it would happen 
under the provisions of the amendment of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts that we would 
have to hold in every alternate two years an 
election for the purpose of electing members | 
of Congress alone. All of our State officers | 





members of Congress would be elected in || and all of our county officers would be elected | 


| people to the inconvenience of holding an ¢). 


|| courage there. 
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in October; and then again in November the 
State would be put to the expense, and the 
tion for the sole purpose of electing member, 
of Congress. There is no necessity for aa 

and therefore I am opposed to the amendmen, 
offered by the ge ontleman from Massachusetts 

Mr. PETER Iam not in favor of jh; 
amendment offered by the gentleman fron 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Burier.] Ido not ky, 
that it is of any use to saya word in oppos. 
tion to it, for I have an apprehension that th 
sentiment of the House may be largely jy i, 
favor. 

Sir, the State of Maine has had a system 
ever since 1820 which she will have to ch lange 
constitutionally if this amendment shal] }, 
adopted. We have become used to it. We vote 
| in September, and we ordinarily vote right in 
September. It is the time of the year in which, 
all things considered, we can throw the fill. at 
and fairest vote. I know the gentleman who 
has offered this amendment has urged in jty 
favor an argument of great weight and ¢op. 
sideration. But taking a full view of the ayb. 
ject, is it quite fair for the House to say that 
| we in the State of Maine shall vote in Novem. 

ber, when we desire to vote according to our 

laws and the system to which we have been: s9 
long used, to vote in September for our mem. 
bers of Congress? 

There are many advantages, in my opinion, 
in our present system and machinery of voting, 
By it we have a shorter political contest. We 
know in September what we can afterward | 
in the presidential election in November; and 
I have always thought that we had a decided 
advantage in this in avoiding the tedious polit. 
ical contests of other States, which are so wear. 
ing to mind and body and so hard upon the 
pocket. [Laughter. ] 

There is another reason which might not 
| apply to other States, for I am willing to con 
fess that our present position in the calen- 
dar of voting has given us a little political 
prestige and consideration. All battles have 
to be fought, or if they are fairly and care- 
fully fought ought to commence with a 
| reconnois’sance. 
Mr. MAYNARD. 
Mr. PETERS. My friend from Tennessee 
| says ‘‘recon’noissance.’’ Down in Maine, 
| where we throw a full and fair Republican 
vote, we call it ‘*reconnois ‘sance ;' and | 
stand by ‘*reconnois’sance.’’ [ Laughter.) 
Now, we feel around a little up in Vermont, 
where my distinguished white-headed friend 
[Mr. Potanp] lives, and we get up a litile 
And then we go down in Maine 
for work. And although this year we had the 
valued services of the distinguished gentleman 
from New York, formerly from Ohio, [ Mr. Cox, ] 
who talks about ships, and all those things, 
very entertainingly and agreeably, and whom 
we always like to see present there, yet we 
whipped him and his party completely out of 
their boots in that skirmish in Maine. | Laugh: 
ter.] That showed what the country was going 
to do, because human nature is the same in 
Maine as everywhere else. 

Mr. MERCUR. If nota little more so. 

Mr. PETERS. Perhaps a little more 50, 
as my friend says. Now, I dislike to give up 
to the amendment of my friend from Massa 
chusetts (Mr. Burier] this political prestige 
that we have there. It will be an advantage 
to my political friends, for if the political seu 
timent of this country ever changes, and | 
hope to God it never will, the first breaking 
out around on the edges you will see away 
down in Maine. I hope, however, that when 
you do see it, it will be a great way off. We 
want in the future, as we have had in the pas, 
the position of indicating to the country the 
first sentiment on great political questions. 
hope the amendment will not be adopted. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DAWES. After the presidential elec 

| tion of 1844 


Recon/noissance. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would sug- 


hat there is no amendment pending upon | 


nber the DELEGATES ON COMMITTEES. him to submit any motion which a member may 
and the 


make, except the motion to reconsider, which is 


anel gest t ee Mr. RANDALL. I am instructed by the || dependent upon the right to vote.” 

Reta tii which debate 1s in order. bes || Committee on the Rules to report the follow- See ; 

nemben, Mr. PETERS. I spoke upon striking out || ing resolution: Mr. FARNSWORTH. That is one of the 

f he. Jat Tha ‘ speak | - : < nn" . ; we 

on this, some last words. The Seaane feo. punen || Resolved, That the following be adopted as an rules. Phat is a rule of the House, and not a 
hdment upon putting them bac again. U1 aughter. | || additional standing ruleof the House, namely: part of the Constitution, that Iknowof. There 

chusetts. \ir. WILSON, of Indiana. I withdraw my Rute —. The Speaker shall appoint from among || is no power conferred by the Constitution on 

of th: mut. the Delegates from the Territories an additional | this H > t thorize a Del . 

lg amendment. 4 ‘ member of the Committee on the Territories; and || ‘!!5 ouse tO authorize a Velegate from a 

an from Mr. DAW ES. I renew it for the purpose he shall also appoint the Delegate from the District || corporate body, except he comes from a State, 

L0t know f saying a few words. After the presidential of Columbia an additional member of thd Commit- |; to make motions on this floor. We may allow 
oppos 0} say f 1844, when presidential electors || tee for the District of Columbia. But the said Del- || him to be heard in arg : t } maki 
that the eleciion OF 3 a E * l i dif egates in their respective committees shall have nm tO De Reard if argument, Dut the making 
lat the r the United States were elected at dif: [| the same privileges only as in the House. 


Bk sy 
ClY 1D it 


» SYStem 
> Change 
shall be 
We Vote 
right in 
n which, 
1e fullest 
NAN who 
ed in its 
ANd con: 


“ vel 
cask times, all parties, by an almost unani- 
mous vote, determined that thereafter the 
election of presidential electors should be upon 
one aud the same day, the Tuesday after the 
frst Monday in November. A day was desig- 
nated upon which but a single State I think at 
that time held its election; not more than one 
ov two States held their elections on that day. 
But now nearly all of the States, at least three 
fourths of them, have conformed in their State 
ele ions to that day. Therefore, every two 
years all the States will be obliged to assemble 





Mr. Speaker, it may be necessary that I 
should briefly explain this proposition. The 
Constitution provides that each House shall 
make such rules as may be necessary for the 
government of its business. The rules of the 


House provide that the Committee on the Ter- | 


ritories and the Committee for the District of 
Columbia shall each consist of nine members. 
It has been thought by the Committee on the 


Rules that the business of these two commit- || 
tees will be greatly facilitated if these Dele- | 





of motions on this floor is equivalent to vot- 
ing, and it is in fact voting. It is submitting 
a question toa vote. If you make Delegates 
members of committees, what are to be their 
yowers? It is true your rule says that this 
Dslewste shall have the same powers as in the 
House. Then he can only debate; but accord- 
ing to the rule which has been read, he may 
submit motions in the committee. 

Mr. HOAR. Let meask the gentleman from 
Illinois whether in his judgment a motion is 
anything more than a petition, by which any 
citizen of the country can bring a matter. be- 


this proposed rule shall be only such as they 
have in the House. Their rights in the House 
| are limited to discussion and the making of 
motions. 

The SPEAKER. 


SO Wear- 


ing presidential electors, the day which is pro- 
upon the 


posed by this amendment. The general tend. 
ency of all the States is to come to that day. 
lt makes no difference with us. We altered | 


the sub. at the polls on the very day which is fixed by enn h ope Pap ae with the Constitution '| fore the House for its action? 
say that +l samendment. There is no other day which | = a ee mitted each to the appro- | Mr. FARNSWORTH. It is a good deal 
Novem. fae : cord so well as this day with the day | priate committee for conference, and I may say || ore ’ 
gto our e ad te the States. The second Tuesday ot | ws seen cerns eae a eats | Mr. HOAR. How so? 
beenso FE (Q).:ober is the day upon which four States |} ~~"; : rae ee . FARNSWORTH. No eitize ' the 
a cat ‘ P : ae bev Tvhere is no other day ! unanimously agreed to by the Committee on Piha Seen oe oe 
which more than one State holds its || the Rules, and t hope the House will confirm | motion. A citizen of the adantes wade his 

Opinion, i : ae [herefore, every year or two years | the — of the apy : 1 petition through a member of Congress \ 
f voting, a t a fourths of allthe States meet at the polls Mr. FINKELNBU RG. I desire to under- } Delegate itis proposed shall dosomething were 
st. a. ay Py D9: Aig gpameuaig oe yy se stand distinetly whether it is proposed to give oe, oo semmaandl ien-oliedt dias satan 
ward do Fs ae 1eg a et in October, and all of the other || these Delegates any right to vote in committee. | thing more than send a petition through a 
yer: and Rs otas have each a day of its own. | Mr. RANDALL. Un the contrary, the reso" | member of Congress. It is proposed he shall 
decided ‘Now the sentiment of the country upholds | lution expressly provides that the rights ac- | sanlchthien enadhaal Miceaell : F 

ie war 7g se ee ne dan hans. || quired by these Delegates in committee under || “YP > : acs ci 
US Polit the statute which fixed, as the day for choos: || || Mr. HOAR. Itis the same thing in principle. 

' 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. No, sir. I desire 
to be understood that I only make these re- 
marks and criticisms because I think we are 
treading upon dangerous ground here, and not 


ight not 


The Clerk will again read 





Yr to con ur constitution so as to conform to that day. es . | cause 1l¢ opposed to allowing » Delegate 

; val oe Oe ae oe ; : 71 || the additional rule proposed by the committee. | hesnuse aaa ars it ui ae the Delegate 

e calen- Ii was the day upon which elections were held | a ie ao . . || from the District of Columbia to appear betore 
litical ee ; : aed The Clerk again read the resolution. . 

political in New York; it was not the day upon which || that committee and be heard. I presume the 


Mr. RANDALL. 1 will add that this prop- 


tles hav haa 
F osition is acceptable to the Delegates from 


nd care- 


we held them in Massachusetts. We altered || 


our constitution to conform to it. 


Committee on the ‘lerritories allows the Dele- 
gates from the various ‘Territories to appear 





with a Now, every reason urged at that time is a || = tee eee to the Delegate for | in the committee-room and be heard in refer- 

: \ € } af r ¢ - | : a s _ a € ar. a 4 } } } 2} ‘og Ie. 

ge, nme baring e amform day forthe cle, || lt: FARNSWORTH. Ttscemsome, Mr, | un. ll mations pertining to their respect 

ennessee should be that day in November or some day | Speaker, that thats dangerous ground wo are || room is not locked against the Delegates of 

. Maine, in October does not alter the question. It treading — Congress - doubt did a very | the Territories, nor will the door of the com- 

publican might be just as well to fix some day in Octo- foolish thing when it provided in theact estab: | mittee-room of the Committee for the District 
and | ber; but the reason, I suppose, why my col- lishing a territorial government in this District | 


of Columbia be locked against the Delegate 
from this District. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Let me make a sugges- 
tion to the gentleman from Illinois for the 
purpose of hearing him on the point. I ask 
him whether, if the rule is adopted as proposed 
by the Committee on Rules, and the Delegates 
are admitted, they can be bound by any regu- 


that the Delegate elected for the District should 
be a member of a committee; for the Con- 
stitution provides that ‘‘the House of Rep- | 
resentatives shall be composed of members | 
chosen every second year by the people of 
the several States,’’ and that ‘‘all legislative 
powers herein granted shall be vested in a Con- 


ughter. | 
Termont, 
d friend 

a little 
in Maine 
» had the 
»ntleman 


league fixed the day in November was because 
all the States at each alternate election of 
members of Congress will be obliged to hold | 
an election on that day, and three fourths of 
them will hold elections about the same time 
in the intervening periods. So that if we fix 
this day in November, it will disarrange the 





ii a : . ‘ || gress of the United States, which shall consist | ; : ; 
{r.Cox,] time for the elections in only one quarter of || Cr ig acl 4? || lation of the committee to keep the secrets of 
us bay : " || of a Senate and House of Representatives. , 
> things, the States at every alternate election of mem- |! rT est ° . . || that committee as are members of the com- 
a whos hers of C || Now every committee of this House has ; . ; : 
whom vers of Congress. It seems to me that there : mittee and members of the House; that is, 


vested in it to some extent legislative powers. 
It takes the initiative, it originates bills. 
Any Delegate from any Territory becomes in 
the committee-room a committee-man, like 
any other, unless his power is particularly 
defined. He may report a bill to the House 
as a member of a committee, and it becomes 


yet we 
ly out of 
| Laugh- 
ras going 
same in 


are 80 many reasons why we should have a 
uniform day, that the States whose time of 
; clection is thus disarranged will see the force | 
of the requirement, and will ultimately, in | 
their own time, conform their State elec- 
tion to that day. I would go for any other 


whether they cannot reveal the secrets of the 
committee, and whether under the circum- 
stances the House would have the power to 
punish them? 

Mr. RANDALL. We are all presumed to 
be honorable men, and we are to presume 


re 60. day just as quickly as for that day but for the sha Wate of the Seesker to veenenize his ow'|| =e that the Delegates from the Jerrito- 
nore 80, reason that all the States are required to hold he fi y ce f that 6 ittee, [f || Tes are honorable men. 

rive UD an electi hat d { | the floor as a member o at committee. | Mr. ELDRIDGE. If friend will all 

give uf on on that day once in every four ||}. may reporta bill, he may ask for its passage. || Mr. EL ik. my friend will allow 
1 Massa years, and three fourths of them in the inter- || The SPEAKE R fe Ro that waaee || me, that presumption may include some dis- 
prestige vening periods of two years. all are yh | honorable men. It may be good as a general 


ivantage 
ical sen- 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. As it is evident | 


that we shall not get through the bill this 


the rules now. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. He can 
speech. He can speuk. He appears here as 


make a | 


rule. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Let me ask the gentle- 


3, and | 
breaking 
yee away 
lat when 
ff. We 
the past, 


evening, I move that the committee rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
_The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Bur- 
FINTON reported that, according to order, the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
intry the Union had had the Union generally under 
ions. consideration, and particularly the special 
ted. order, being House bill No. 243, for the appor- 
tionment of Representatives to Congress among 
the several States according to the niuth cen- 
sus, and had come to no resolution thereon, 


man from L[ilinois whether, if anything of that 
kind be done, the committee would not report 
at once and the Delegate be censured or ex- 
pelled? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman from, 
Tennessee has propounded a question in ref- 
erence to what the House would do. 1 am 
not a prophet, nor the son of a prophet: and 
[ have never been able to divine what this 
House would do. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. BANKS. The rule reported by the 
Committee on Rules does not change the rela 


an agent of the Territory, but in no sense asa 
member of Congress. He isan agent for the 
Territory, a corporation which Congress has 
'| organized. He can make a speech, but he 
cannot vote. 

The SPEAKER. For the information of 
the House the Chair will have the rule read 
which defines the power of Delegates. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

{ “The right of a Delegate to submit a resolution 


is recognized by the fifty-second and one hundred 
and thirtieth rules, and it is also competent for 


i 
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tion in any degree of the Delegates from the 
l‘erritories. The Constitution provides that 
ers of the House shall be such as are 
ibed in that instrument. This rule does 
not at all interfere with that constitutional 
provision. The law gave to the Territories 
the right to send to Congress a Delegate or 
advisory member in regard to their own affairs. 
lhe Delegate has the right to participate in 
debates upon affairs relating to his own Ter- 
ritory, and to make suggestions; and amotion 

only a it is the same as asking 

e Chair to put a question. That is fixed by 

w, and it does not interfere with the rights 
It proceeds on the sup- 
position, which long experience has shown to 
that a man who comes from 
a ‘Territory is likely to possess information 
vhich may be useful to the members of the 
liou “ew hi ’ 

The Territories 


| 
descr 


suggestion. 


of members at all. 


‘a correct one, 


are to legislate. 


have become numerous. 


heir interests are very important. They are 
rapidly growing into States. And the Com- 
\ittee on Rules have reported a rule that the 
delegates shall oceupy the same advisory posi- 


tion on committees which they now do in the 
IIouse. They will only be able to make a 
tion or propose action in the committee. 
They will have no right to vote, but being 
there under the rules of the House, they will 
be bound to obey and observe every rule 
of the House precisely the same as if they 
were members. ‘There is very good reason 
why these advisory privileges should be ex- 
tended to the Delegates from Territories in 
rs of the committees, and that will 
interfere inno possible way with the very high 


cure 


the meetin 


rivilege enjoyed by gentlemen on the floor |! 
| J y 


of the House as members of the House repre- 
senting States, 

The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Farns- 
wont | desires to ask me a question, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The Constitution 
provides that all legislative powers shall be 
vested in a Congress, composed of a Senate 
and House of Representatives, and that the 
House shall be composed of members from 
the States. JI would ask the gentleman, how 
is the legislative power ever exercised except 
by a motion that the House do so and so, or 
that the Senate do so and so? 

Mr. BANKS. I would say that that is not 
power, 
an absolute power. 

Mr FARNSWORTH. There is no other 
way of exercising power in such a body as this 
than by motion. 

Mr. BANKS. Certainly the Speaker can 
present questions to the House. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH, Heis a member of 
the House. 

Mr. BANKS. He presents them to the 
House as Speaker. And questions can be pre- 
sented by memorials. 


The power to propose a motion is not | 


The absolute power of || 


the House is the power to decide by its vote | 


on all questions. With that power we do not 
interfere, but we can if we choose extend the 
power of making suggestions, of presenting an 
argument, and even submitting propositions 
to the House for decision by a vote to any cit- 
izen of the country who may ask to be heard 
on any question. Now, all that we do in the 
case of Delegates is to give them by a law 
that which we are competent to give any day 
on any question to any of the citizens of the 
country whom we may choose to hear on any 
subject that may come before us, and who, 
being here, may ask the Chair to submit to 
the House such and such questions, or to sub- 
mit a question in such and such a form. And 
that is what the gentleman callsa motion. The 
power is to decide. Now, it is clearly wise 
and clearly just, the interests of the Territo- 
ries being so important and so numerous, and 
so near us as they are, that we should admit 
their Delegates to the deliberations of the com- 


mittees to make suggestions under the exer- || 


Mr. COX. I desire to say just a word. 
There is a precedent for this action, occurring 
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ations of these two committees one Delegata 
from a Territory and the Delegate from the 





in the year 1817, in the case of a Delegate || District of Columbia. 


from the ‘Territory of Missouri, who was 
appointed chairman of a committee to inquire 
into the advisability of the admission of that 
Territory as a State into the Union. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Will the 
gentleman allow me to ask him a question? 
~ Mr. COX. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Have not 
the territorial Delegates always been members 
of the Committee of the Whole House? 

Mr. COX. They are members only as far 


as the law of Congress gives them the priv- | 


ilege of sitting here and making motions, and 
not voting. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. They are not mem- 
bers of the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. COX. ‘They are members only so far 
as the law of Congress gives them the right to 
sit here for certain purposes. This resolution 
is not intended to enlarge any of their powers 
or rights. It is for the convenience of the 
committees more than for the convenience of the 
Delegates. They come here to Congress for 
the purpose of giving information in regard to 
their Territories. The purpose now is to give 
them a chance of being heard in regard to the 
business of those Territories in advance in 
these committees, so as to post the committees 
as to territorial affairs or District of Columbia 
affairs. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then why not make 
them members of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs ? 

Mr. COX. That is what I was in favor of. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. This rule rather 
circumscribes their usefulness. 

Mr. COX. I would distribute these various 
Delegates among the committees for the pur 
pose of furnishing information to the commit- 
tees with reference to the business of the Ter- 
ritories, to mines and mining, and Indian 
affairs. I willnot go any further in the enum- 
eration. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Youhad better put 
them on the Committee on the Pacific Rail- 
road also. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Willthe gentleman from 
New York allow me to make an inquiry ? 

Mr. COX. I will hear it. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. My inquiry is whether 
this is not precisely the same question which 
he once argued upon this floor with another 
member of the House from QOhio,as to the 
propriety of the heads of Departments occu- 
pying seats upon the floor of Congress to give 
information to members of Congress? It 
seems to me that it is precisely that question, 
and nothing more nor less. 

Mr. COX. There is no analogy and no com- 
| parison at all between the two cases. The one 
relates to the executive department of the 
Government, and the other to the legislative 
department. 

Mr. RANDALL. I desire to answer the 
objection which the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. Farnswortu] makes, that the power of 
these Delegates to sit in the House and make 
motions is a legislative power. It is a ques- 
| tion for the House to determine whether they 

possess that power in the House or not. But 
that issue is not raised at all by this resol«tion, 
for we have distinctly restricted the powers 
| which we propose to extend to the Delegates 
by this resolution to such only as they possess 
in this House. It will be seen that his objec- 
tion, and the only one which has really been 
raised here that should cast a doubt on the 
propriety of the adoption of this resolution, 
amounts to nothing when it is explained. If 
a Delegate does not possess the power which 
the gentleman calls a legislative power to make 
a motion in this House, he will not possess it 
under this resolution in the committee. The 
object of the resolution is simply to facilitate 


cise of exactly the same privileges as they | legislation, and to make that legislation intelli- 
|| gent and wise by introducing into the deliber- 


have on the floor of the House. 


| 





Mr. FARNSWORTH. Will the gentlema 
allow me to ask him a question ? - 

Mr. RANDALL. I will. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. What doesthe Dele. 
gate from Colorado know of the necessities of 
the Territory of Arizona? 

Mr. RANDALL, I will answer that ques. 
tion. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Why not put allt), 
Delegates on the committee ? P 

Mr. RANDALL. My answer is that th. 
Delegates have formed among themselves 9, 
it were a quasi committee, that they mee 
together both socially and in a legislative sense. 
and they will seek through one of their num. 
ber to instruct and enlighten the Committes 
on the Territories, and that gentleman yjlj 
really come to the Committee on the Terrjto. 
ries as the representative of the opinions of 
the necessity of legislation of the entire ny. 
ber, the nine representatives of the Territo. 
ries. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
them all in? . 

Mr. RANDALL. I was in favor of letting 
them all in myself. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The wisdom of the 
whole is greater than the wisdom of one. 

Mr. RANDALL. But the addition of the 
nine Delegates to the committee would make 
it cumbrous. I have examined the subject in 
allits bearings, and I can see no possible objec 
tion to the resolution; and I now move the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera: 
tion thereof the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Mr. BUCKLEY, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported that the committee 
had examined and found truly enrolled a bill 
(H. K. No. 612) to provide for a deficiency in 
the appropriations for the expenses of taking 
the ninth census of the United States; when 
the Speaker signed the same. 


CHILDREN OF J. E. MARTIN, 


Mr. MORGAN. I ask unanimous consent 
to introduce a bill and have it referred, with 
the understanding tbat it shall not be brought 
back into the House by a motion to reconsider. 

No objection was made, and accordingly the 

| bill (H. R. No. 620) for the relief of Jumes 
| C. Martin, Emilia E. Martin, John G. Martin, 
and Leonor Martin, children of J. E. Martin, 
deceased, was received, read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

APPOINTMENTS ON COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER, in compliance with the 
rule of the House adopted this day, announced 
the appointment of Jerome B. Cuarres, of 
Colorado, as a member of the Committee or 
the Territories, and Norron P. Curpman as 4 
member of the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. LYNCH. 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
(at four o’clock and twenty minutes p. m.) the 
House adjourned. 





But why not le 


I move that the House now 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 


under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. ARTHUR: The petition of R. S. 
Semple and numerous others, citizens of the 
United States, for relief from the grievances of 
the steamboat law of February 28, 1871, and 
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for the improvement of the water routes and | 
» encouragement of our navigation interests. | 
By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of | 
Charles Drew and 24 others, citizens of Fair- | 
haven, Massachusetts, praying for the repeal 
of the tax on savings banks. ; 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee: The peti- | 
tion of J. R. Milvin, of W ashington county, 
Tennessee, praying for the removal of his polit- | 
ical disabilities. ra 

By Mr. KING: A petition for a post route | 
from O'Falion, via Cottleville, Hamburg, Me- | 
chanicsville, Dalhoff, and back to O’ Fallon, in | 
St. Charles county, Missouri. 

Also, a petition for a post route from the 
city of St. Charles, via Portage des Sioux, to 
the city of Alton, Illinois. P. 

By Mr. KINSELLA: The petition of Ralph 
King, for claim for extra services rendered 
while United States consul at Bremen. 

By Mr. LOWE: The petition of Nathan 
Clark, for payment of property taken by Uni- 
ted States forces in 1864, 

By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of Mary 
Thornhill, mother of John A. Thornhill, de- 
ceased, late of the ninth Tennessee cavalry, 
asking for pay and-bounty. 

Also, the petition of Minerva B. Thornhill, 
of Tennessee, for arrears of pension: | 

Also, the petition of William R. Duncan, of 
Tennessee, praying for pension. 

By Mr. MeCRARY: The petition of Jacob | 
A, Edwards, private in company C, eleventh | 
regiment Iowa volunteers, for pension. 

Also, the petition of Mary Desbrow, widow 
of Erastus Desbrow, for same. 

By Mr. PECK: The petition of Charles R. 
Messinger, Chase, Isherwood & Co., and Wit- | 
ker, Nash & Co., tobacco manufacturers of | 
Toledo, Ohio, for a uniform tax of sixteen 
cents on manufactured and smoking tobacco. 

By Mr. PERRY, of Ohio: The petition of | 
R. 8. Simple and 40 others, praying modifica- 
tions of the act of February 28, 1871, relating | 
to steamboats, and for fostering navigation | 
interests. 

By Mr. ROOSEVELT: A petition of the 
officers and crew of the steamer Emily, for 
indemnity on account of their capture and | 
imprisonment during the rebellion. 

Also, a petition in favor of the repeal of 
the income tax, prepared under the auspices 
of the Anti Income ‘Tax Association. 

By Mr. WALDEN: A petition from certain 
printers and stationers of Ottumwa, Iowa, in 
regard to the manufacture of envelopes. 

By Mr. TWICHELL: The petition of Mrs. 
E. Horton, widow of Rev. J. W. Horton, who 
was killed in the ‘‘New Orleans massacre,’’ 
for relief or pension. 


th 








IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, December 14, 1871. 
Prayer by Rey. E. D. Owen, of Washing- 
ton, District of Columbia. 


The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was 
read and approved. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
The bill (H. R. No. 106) for the relief of 


purchasers of land sold for direct taxes in the 
insurrectionary States was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The bill (H. R. No. 457) to place on the 
naval pension-roll the names of the widows and 
minor children of Newton H. Adams and John 
Rudenstein was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate of the 12th instant, the 
papers in the case of the application of Fred- 
erick L. Dayton for a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 











He also laid before the Senate a report of | 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in | 


compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
reports of the deputy comptroller of the cur- 
rency and of the supervising architect of the 
Treasury, relative to the branch mint at New 


Orleans, its operations, &c.; which was referred | 


to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I presenta peti- 
tion to which I call the attention of the Sen- 


ator from Indiana, who is present, [Mr. Mor- | 
TON, ] he beingupon the Committee on Foreign | 


Relations. 
zuelan Steam Transportation Company. 
is a transportation company consisting of citi- 
zens of the States of New York and New Jer- 
sey. ‘They constructed four steamers to ply in 
the waters of Venezuela. That republic passed 
a law opening their navigation to foreign ves- 
sels. These four steamers, manned by Ameri- 
can citizens and officers,-carried the American 
commerce and flag some thousand miles into 
the interior, when the vessels were seized, the 
seamen and officers imprisoned, and the revo- 
lutionists in that republic still hold two of 
these vessels. ‘The petition prays that a vessel 


of our Navy may be sent there to release those | 


steamers, and that indemnity may be had for 
the injury done. 

The Committee on Foreign Relations will re- 
member that the President in his message calls 


attention to the conduct of that republic. They | 


have neglected to give us the indemnity which 


has been awarded. I suppose that some decided | 


action would be conducive to peace, as well as 


maintaining the respect due to our flag. In- | 


demnity could very easily be obtained, if that 


extreme measure should become necessary, | 
by seizing the custom-houses in that republic; 

but I do not think that any such measure will | 
The Secretary of State, as Con- | 
gress is in session, and as the President has | 
called the attention of Congress to this matter, | 
does not, I presume, feel authorized to take | 
This republic has, by reason | 
of its weakness, felt at liberty on many occa- | 


be necessary. 


decided action. 


sions to treat with disrespect the rights of 


American citizens and the honor of the Amer- | 


ican flag. 

I move that the petition be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
made I think I ought to say that there are two 
sides to that question. 
most carefully, most patriotically, with a desire 
to find my country in the right, I fear that it is 
in the wrong. That is all that [ shall under- 
take to say now, though, should the question 


ever come up for discussion, I shall be ready to | 
There are a great many documents | 
in the case; they have been carefully consid- | 
ered; and there isa standing protest on the | 
part of the Venezuelan Government against | 


meet it. 


the conduct of the agents of the United States, 


and some of the agents of the United States | 


themselves concur with the Venezuelan Gov 
ernment. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Ido not know 
anything which authorizes me to controvert the 
statement made by the distinguished Senator 
from Massachusetts excepting this: that the 


facts which I have stated are in proof, certified | 


by the American consul, and will be laid before 
the committee, and, asl understand “it, this 
subject has never before been subjected to any 
investigation. It is a new claim. 

Mr. SUMNER. Precisely; and there I 
should like to correct my own statement. I 
did not intend to say anything especially appli- 


cable to the petition introduced by the Senator; | 


but as the Senator went forward and stated 
that we had additional grounds of complaint 
against Venezuela, I felt it my duty in justice 
to that country, in justice to the absent, in jus- 
tice to my own country, which cannot afford to 
do wrong, to make the statement which I did 
make. 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Ido not know 


Before that reference is | 


Having looked into it | 


It is the petition of the Vene- | 


This | 


——=| | 
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anything in reference to the merits of the 
claims presented in the President’s message ; 
but this claim has never been questioned. 
While we ought to be very careful in not being 
aggressive toward a weak republic, it will not 
answer to let the weakness of that republic be 
a defense against aggressions upon our flag. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The petition 
will be referred to the Committee on Pela 
Relations. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM presented a memo 
rial of Gould & Stiles, and others, printer 
and stationers of Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
protesting against the manufacture and sale 
of stamped envelopes by the Government; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I present a protest 
against the extension of suffrage to women. 
It is signed by Mrs. Elmira Lincola Phelps, 
of Baltimore, corresponding secretary of the 
National Anti-Suffrage League or Committee 
of Women, and is said to be signed by three 
thousand five hundred and ninety-eight other 
women; and this number, added to those who 
have already presented like petitions or pro- 
tests, makes the number more than ten thou- 
sand who have been heard on this question 
as a unit. 

This protest is said to contain the names of 
many of the most highly respectable, influen- 
tial, and talented women, who reside in ten dif- 
ferent States, over sixteen hundred of them in 
the State of Connecticut. In looking over the 
names [| find that | know many of them, and 
that they are entitled to great respect. They 
are not manly women, but women of good 
sense, and their judgment is entitled to con- 
sideration. They do not say anything in regard 
to the right of suffrage. They do not claim 
but that they have as good a right by nature to 
vote as men; nor do they assert but that a boy 
of ten yearsof age has as good a right to vote 
as they; nor do they say that the Government 
has not aright to adopt some arbitrary rule 
which shall define who may and who may not 
exercise the right of suffrage; but they are 
alarmed and express their alarm. Having, as 
they claim, now their full share of burdens and 
responsibilities, they fear that others more bold 
than they will place upon them other duties 
and responsibilities unsuited to their physical 
organization, and therefore they ask Congress 
to shield them from these dangers. 

They say they think the extension of suffrage 
to them will be adverse to the interests of the 
workingwomen, that it will introduce a fruit- 
ful element of discord in the existing marriage 
relation ; and that it will be fraught with great 
danger to the general order of the country. 

I sympathize with them. I see no possible 
benefit that can arise by the extension of suf- 
frage to women which shall be of advantage to 
them or to the country. I send the petition 
to the desk with its envelope of red, white, 
and blue, emblematical of their loyalty, [the 
petition was inclosed in a bag made of alter- 
nate stripes of red, white, and blue silk,] and 
ask that it be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
referred. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President—— ; 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair desires 
to state, without interrupting the remarks on 
the petitions presented this morning, that the 
twenty-fourth rule provides that — 

“When a petition is presented, a brief statement 
of the contents of the petition or memorial shall 
verbally be made by the introducer.” 

This is in order to allow the morning busi- 
ness to be completed before the expiration of 
the hour. The Senator from Maine is entitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I will endeavor to comply 
with that rule. I have received two petitions 
from citizens of Maine, and in these petitions 
they ask that the duty on salt be repealed. I 
believe that is a short and succinct statement 


It will be so 
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of what they request. I believe that matter is 


| 


} 


still before the Committee on Finance, and [ | 


move that the petitions be referred to that i 


committee. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOWE presented a petition of citizens | 


of Wisconsin. praying that the sale of stamped | 
envelopes by the Government be discontinued ; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present a petition of 
numerous citizensof New York largely engaged 
as rectifiers of spirits, making suggestions 
apparently very well considered, touching the 
consolidation and arrangement of special taxes. 
I move the reference of this petition to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CONKLING. I present also a petition | 
extensively signed by citizens who were sol- | 
diers for the Union in the late war for the sup- 


pression of the rebellion, residing in very many, 
if not all, of the counties of the State of New 
York, which petition is intended to remind 
Congress, and does remind usin forcibleterms, 
of the services of women during the war, who, 
going into hospitals and camps, rendered, as 


nurses, most valuable services, which these | 


soldiers recognize, and which, they say, have 





| 
| 





never been compensated in any way, and they | 
pray that some provision may be made by pen- | 
sion for the acknowledgment tangibly of the | 


heroic and charitable otlices of these women. 


Committee on Pensions. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. OSBORN presented the memorial of 
Louis Baker, praying that the necessary steps 
be taken by Congress to introduce into the 
southern States certain palms for the produc- 
tion of sugar and fruits; which was referred to 
the Committee on Agriculture, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. KELLOGG presented a petition from 
tax payers of New Orleans, Louisiana, pray- 


ing the repeal of the duty on salt; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SCOTT presented the petition of Me- 
linda Walters, widow of Robert Walters, late 
of the United States Marine corps, praying to 
be allowed a pension; which was referred to 
the Commi'tee on Pensions. 

Mr. SPENCER. I present the petition of 
David A. Perryman, a citizen of Randolph 
county, Alabama, praying the removal of his 
polivical disabilities. 


I move its reference to the select Committee 
on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SPENCER. [| also present the petition 


of William McMahan, of Cleburne county, || 
Alabama, praying the removal of his political | 
disabilities. T'bis petition is alsorecommended | 


by a large number of the members of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Alabama. I move its refer- 
ence to the select Committee on the Removal 
of Political Disabilities. 

The motion was agreed to, 


Mr. SPENCER. L also present the petition 
of John W. Wiggonton, of Cleburne county, 
Alabama, praying the removal of his political 
disabilities. This petition isalso recommended 
by a large number of members of the General 
Assembly of the State of Alabama. I move 
its reference to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

The motion was agreed to. 





the sale of stamped envelopes by the Govern- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Ohio, relative to the tax on spirits; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr, CARPENTER presented the memorial 


his petition is recom: | 
mended by the Republican members of the | 
General Assembly of the State of Alabama. | 


| 


I move that this petition be referred to the | 


| 
|] 
|| olutionary war, be taken from the files of the Senate 
1] 








| 


| referred to the Committee on Patents. 





tives, by Mr. McPuersoy, its Clerk, announced 
Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of citi- | that of. ree 4 Hoase had signed the 
zens of Cincinnati, Ohio, protesting against || CTLOUCE O! ((H. R. No, 612) to provide for a 
| deficiency in the appropriations for the expenses 

| of taking the ninth census of the Unired States ; 


— it was thereupon signed by the Vice Presi- 
| dent. 
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of Charles Lanman, of Georgetown, District of 
Columbia, praying to be reimbursed for losses 
sustained by the infringement of the Govern- 
ment on his copyright for the work called 


Lanman’s Dictionary; which was referred to — 


the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. COOPER eae a resolution of the 
Legislature of Tennessee, asking the enact- 
ment of a law by Congress during this session 
that will cause to be refunded to the people of 
the cotton-growing States the tax imposed and 
collected on cotton for the years 1865, 1866, and 
1867 ; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 


Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of | 
Edward B. Southworth, formerly an acting || 
assistant paymaster in the Navy, praying that | 
the sum of $1,098 kept back and deducted from | 


his accounts by the Treasury Department may 
be restored to him; which was referred to the 
Committee ou Naval Affairs. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
Mr. OSBORN. I move that J. D. Reed be 
allowed to withdraw his papers from the files 


| of the Senate. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Has there been | 


an adverse report? 
Mr. OSBORN. 
been any adverse report. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 


| objection, the order will be made. 


On motion of Mr. HAMILTON, of Mary- 
land, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of H. R. de 
la Reintrie, for the settlement of his accounts as 
vice consul general at Havana, be tuken from the 
files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


On motion of Mr. HAMILTON, of Mary- 


land, it was 


| 

Ordered, That the petition of Henry Roy de la | 
Reintrie, for compensation for his services in expos- | 
ing the fraudulent claims of José Y. Limantour to | 
lands in San Francisco county and adjacent islands, 
California, be taken from the files of the Senate and | 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSTON, it was | 


Ordered, That papers relating to the claims of 
Anna Green and Maria Robrer, heirs-at-law of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Uriah Forrest, an officer in the rev- 


and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 
On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of John B. 
Emerson be taken from the files of the Senate and 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. The Commit- 


tee on Patents, to whom was referred the 
memorial of Lewis Wieser. praying the erec- | 
tion of a bureau in the Department of the 
Interior, in connection with the Patent Office, 
to be known as the bureau of industry, have 
instructed me to report it back, asking to be 
discharged from the further consideration of 
this memorial, and that it be re‘erred to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. Although | 
the Patent Office is named in the indorsement 
of this paper, it is really a long memorial ask- | 
ing for the erection of a system of model schools 
by the Government, and the subject-matter 
properly belongs to the Commitiee on Educa- 
tion and Labor. 
The report was agreed to. 


Mr. HOWE, from the Committee on Claims, | 


to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 105) for | 
the relief of J. Milton Best, reported it with- 
out amendment. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
A message from the House of Representa- | 


| 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. SCOTT asked, and by unanimous con- 


sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


I do not think there has | 


i} 
' 


T — 
_ 880) to promote the securing of efficient sen. 
_ men for the Navy of the United States ; whic} 

was read twico by its title, referred to the Giee 
| mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 

printed. : 

Mr. PATTERSON asked, and by unanimoy, 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 881) restoring to the marshal of the 
District of Columbia the exclusive supervision 
of the jail in said District; which was regq 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia, and ordered t 
printed. 

Mr. RICE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No 
382) to provide for a building for the use of 
the Federal courts, post office, internal rey. 
enue, and other civil offices, in the city of 
Little Rock, Arkansas ; which was read twice 
by its title, re‘erred to the Commiitee on Py}. 
lic Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. KELLY asked, and by unanimous cop. 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (, 
No. 383) extending the time for the selection 
of swamp and overflowed lands in Oregon, 
| under an act of Congress approved March 
| 12, 1860; which was read twice by its title, 
| referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
_ and ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. PATTERSON asked, and by unani- 
| mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a 
bill (S. No. 385) to regulate the admission of 
pupils into the Columbia Institution for the Deaf 
| and Dumb; which was read twice by its title, 
| referred to the Committee on the District of 
| Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

‘| Mr. POMEROY (as he stated, at the request 
| of the Delegate from the Territory of Utah) 
| asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
| 





0 be 





leave to introduce the following bills; which 
were severally read twice by their titles, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed: 

A bill (S. No. 386) granting lands to aid in 
the reclamation of desert lands in the ‘Terri- 
tory of Utah; and 

A bill (S. No. 387) to incorporate the Bear 
River and Cache Valley Canal Company, and 
for a grant of lands to aid in the construction 
| of a canal for irrigation and other purposes 
in the Territories ot Utah and Idaho. 


| Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimons 
| 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bil 


|| (S. No. 388) imposing tonnage duties, and fi 


| orcher purposes; which was read twice by iis 
| tit e, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unan‘mous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 389) for the relief of certain seitlers 
on the public lands in lowa under the provis- 
ions of the homestead laws; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, and ordered to be prinied 

Mr. THURMAN asked, and by unanimous 
| consent obtained, leave to introduce a b |) 
| (8S. No. 390) granting a pension to Sarab 
Evans; which was read twice by its title 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, if 
| there be no objection. 

Mr. THURMAN. That bill was referred 
at the last Congress and reported upon favor- 
ably, and I do not think it is necessary that it 
should be referred again. It is the identical 
bill that was referred then and reported upon. 
I do not consider it necessary to have it re 


| 


|| ferred now, but prefer that it should take its 


place on the Calendar. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will 
take its place on the Calendar instead of being 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, if the 
Senator desires that action. 

Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 391) regulating promotion, employment, 
and pay in the Navy of the United States; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
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the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered | 


to be printed. 
GREEN BAY SHIP-CANAL. 

Mr. HOWE asked, and by unanimous con- 
cent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. | 
aa4) extending the time for the completion of | 
the Green Bay and Sturgeon Bay and Lake } 
Michigan ship-canal in the State of Wiscon- 
sin; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. HOWE. I wish to ask a favor of the | 
Senate. The Senate has twice passed that | 
pill, accompanied with an appropriation of || 
two hundred thousand acres of land for the || 
State of Wisconsin. The State has become | 
catisfied. since we have fallen upon these | 
parsimonious dispositions, that Congress will 
grant no more land for that parpose. This is | 
4 bill simply to extend the time for completing || 
the canal without any grant. I have shown it | 
to the chairman of the Committee on Public 
Lands; I have shown it to the Senator from | 
California, [ Mr. Casserty, | who is a member | 
of that committee, and they both find it unob- | 
jectionable. It is very desirable that it should 
pass before our Legislatures meet, in order 
that they may legislate to prevent trespasses 
on these lands. They are in the neighborhood 
of the burnt district, and | ask the Senate to 
unanimously consider that bill at the present || 
time aoe 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Commi tee of the Whole, proceeded to con- | 
sider the bill, which proposes to extend the 
time fur the completion of the Green Bay and || 
Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan ship-canal || 
to the 10th day of April, 1874. | 

Tie bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF COLUMBIA RIVER. 


Mr. CORBETT submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed 
to furnish to the Senate any information on file in 
his Department as to the cost of the necessary im- 
provement of the Columbia river near and below 
the mouth of the Willamette, and the removal of 
ovstructions in the Columbia river above Celilo, 
Oregon. 


LIFH-SAVING STATIONS ON JERSEY COAST. 


Mr. STOCKTON submitted the following | 
resolution; which was considered by unani- || 
mous consent. and agreed to: | 


Resolvet, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish to the Senate any information in | 
his possession in reference to the present condition | 
of the life-saving stations on the coast of New Jer- | 
sey und Long Island, ineluding the report of Captain | 
Faunce; also, what increase has been made in their 
number and efficiency since the last session of Con- 
gress, 


REPORT OF COLUMBIA INSTITUTION. 


Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following || 
resolution; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing: 

Resolved, That one thousand additional copies of 
the last annual report of the Columbia Institution 


for the Deaf and Dumb be printed for the use of the 
president of the institution. 


ARMY REGISTER. 
Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following 


resolution ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the |) 
Senate one thousand copies of the Army Register 
to be published in Junuary, 1872. 


DRALNAGE OF BEAVER LAKE. 


Mr. PRATT submitted the following reso- 
luiion; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be || 
directed to communicate to the Senate all informa- 
tion in his possession connected with the drainage | 
of Beaver lake, situate in Newton (formerly Jasper) || 
county, in the State of Indiana: when, by whom, at || 
What cost, and under what authority, the lake was | 
drained; how much land not included in the ori- 
gas public surveys has been laid bare and made | 

ry in consequence of such drainage; the probable 





| 





| 














Value of the land reclaimed, with and without the | 
improvements placed thereon,and the profits realized 
m its occupancy ; what persons are in possession of 








the same, and by what right or claim of right; what 
other persons not in possession lay claim to the same, 
and by what claim of title; whether since the drain- 
age the bed of the lake so laid bare has been sur- 
veyed, and if not, why not; how much of the ori- 
ginal bed of the lake still remains covered by water, 
and the practicability of further draining the same; 
what legal a; eee have been had in the courts 
or before the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office by the claimants to determine their title, and | 
what decisions have been made in the premises; also, 
what further legislation, in his opinion, is necessary 
to enable said Commissioner to dispose of said land 
and adjust the conflicting claims thereto provided 
the United States have any title to the bed of the 
lake, under the principle named by the Supreme 
Court of the United States in Pollard, lessee, vs. 
Hagan et a/., 3 Howard’s Reports, page 212. 


IRON SHIP-BUILDING YARDS. 


Mr. KELLOGG submitted the cod 
resolution ; which was considered by unani- | 
| 

| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


mous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That so much of the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy as refers tothe establishing of iron 
ship-building yards and docks be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and that they be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing an iron ship-building yard and docks at some 


| point in the Mississippi valley, and report by bill or 


otherwise. 
SHIP-BUILDING. 
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ments to tariff bills that would affect internal 
revenue. Our inquiries have extended to the 
whole subject of taxation, and our amendments 
cover the whole subject of internal and exter- 
nal taxes. The committee, therefore, atter con- 
siderable discussion, concluded that it would 
be advisable to postpone any report until the 
Committee of Ways and Means had had an 
opportunity to present the subject ia the House 
of Representatives. 

I will, however, say that ifthe Senate desire 
and wish to have a report trom the Finance 
Committee of those bills, at any time that its 
vote indicates that fact I shall be prepared to 
make the report; but I do not wish to do it, 
and itis the judgment of the Committee on 
Finance that 1t ought not to be done at present, 
and until the House of Representatives have 
had the opportunity to develop a litle further 
what they intend to propose on this subject of 
taxation. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I desire, 
then, after this statement of the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance, to give notice that 
| will move to-morrow morning, if the oppor- 
tunity offers, to discharge the Committee on 


Mr. KELLOGG submitted the following | Finance from the further consideration « f the 


|| resolution; which was considered by unani- | 


mous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That so much of the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasufy as refers to the establishment 
and continuance of ship-building 
States, and to the means for obtaining the control 
of such proportion at least of the commerce of the 


of this country and the importation of merchandise 
required for domestic consumption, be referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and that said commit- | 


| world as is derived from the export of the products 
| 
| 


in the United || petent, under the action taken by the 


bills from the House of Representatives ie 
pealing the duty on coal and the duty on salt ; 
and I wish to say to the Senator from Ohio 
that I entirely concur with him that itis incom 
two 
Houses, for the Committee on Finance to 
undertake to attach a general tariff bill to 
those two bills. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


I did not say that. On 


tee be directed to inquire into the expediency of || the contrary, | never have heard a suggestion 


| paying a premium per ton upon American-built iron 


steamers. 
THE TARIFF QUESTION. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
business seems to have concluded. 

Mr. WILSON. I think every Senator has 
had all he wants, or ought to have, in the 


|| shape of morning business this morning, and 


now I desire to call up the joint resolution | 
from the House of Representatives in relation 


| to the pay of laborers in the Government ser 


vice. I hope the Senate will take it up and 
dispose of it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to make an 
inquiry, and perhaps a motion, which I suppose 
will be proper during the reception of morn- 
ing business. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. 
the morning business? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir, as it would 
be a motion which [ suppose would be proper 
to be made now if it is made at all. I desire 


In regard to 








denying that we had ample power to say that 
instead of repealing certain duties we would 
repeal others. Wecan, undoubtedly, propose 
amendments coextensive with the whole tariff 
question. There are several precedents of 
that kind. I suppose that no one would doubt 
that under our power to amend a bill we could 
propose any amendment that would be perti 

nent and parliamentary. The doubt we had 
was this: as the internal and exiernul tuxes 
ure part of one great system, is it advisable to 
take up the tariff question separately from the 
consideration of the question of in'ernal rev- 
enue taxation? We thought that perhaps it 
would not be proper for us to propose amend 

ments of the internal revenue taxation on a 
bill sent to us from the House of Represent 
atives about the tariff. I have no doubs at all 
about our power to propose any amendment 
coextensive with the whole tariff legislation 
of Congress, on the bills now before us. 


Mr. TRUMBULL and Mr. WILSON ad- 


to inquire of the chairman of the Committee || dressed the Chair. 


| on Finance when we may expect a report from 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator 


that committee on the bills which came from || from Massachusetts claims the floor, the Sen- 


the House of Representatives at the last ses- | 
sion of Congress repealing the duties upon 
coal and salt. The Senate will remember that 
we could not consider those bills at the former 
session under a rule that prevented any action 
upon them, and at the close of the session 
they were referred with a mass of other bills 
to the Committee on Finance. Now, I desire 
to inquire of the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance whether we may expect those bills | 
to be reported back before the holidays or at 
a very early day ? 
Mr. SHERMAN. Iam authorized by the 
Committee on Finance to say that they are | 
prepared to report the amendments to those | 
| 


| bills which they intend to propose to the Sen- | 
ate, 


We were prepared to do it at the begin 
ning of the session, but we withheld our report 
onthe ground, first, that the Committee of Ways | 
and Means of the other House had never passed | 


| upon the bills which were sent to us by the 


House of Representatives; and inthe next place 
we doubted very much whether we could re- 
port amendments coextensive with the entire 
subject-matter of those bills; that is to say, 
we doubted whether, under our power to pro- 
pose amendments, we could propose amend- 


ator from Illinois has given notice of his inten- 
tion to-morrow 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to reply to the 
suggestion of the Senator from Ohio, and will 
take but a moment. The Senator from Ohio 
did not quite understand me. I understood 
the Senate at the last session to take this 
position: that a bill to repeal a duty or a tax 
was not a bill for the purpose of raising reve- 
nue. The House of Representatives, however, 
disagreed with us on that. Now, here is a 
bill simply to repeal the duty on salt, if you 
please. On that bill to repeal the duty on 
salt, it not being a b ll for the purpose of rais- 
ing revenue according to the understanding 
ot the Senator, it would be improper for the 
Senate to undertake to attach a general reve 
nue bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN, 
claimed, 





I never heard that 


EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 


Mr. WILSON. I now insist on my motion 
to take up House joint resolution No. 47. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider the joint resolution (H. R. No. 47) 
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in relation to pay of laborers, workmen, and 
mechanics employed by or on behalf of the 
Government of the United States; the pending 
question being on the amendment of Mr. 
TrumpBu.y, which was to add: 

Sec. 2. That the act entitled **An act constituting 
eight hours a day's work for all laborers, workmen, 
and mechanics employe d by or on behalf of the (nov - 
ernment of the United States,” approved June 25 
1868, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 


Mr. WILSON, 


| hope, Mr. President, that 


the Senator from Hlinois will withdraw that 
amendment, and if he desires to test the sense 
of the Senate on that question, leta separate 
bill be brought in by which we may have the 


question settled on its merits. This is a reso- 
lution that comes from the House of Repre- 
sentatives to correcta mistake which was made 
in the construction of the law. It does not 


apply wholly to 
although they 


and t 


the Springfield workmen, 
ted against it at the time 
wk their pay under protest. It applies 


to men employed in other arsenals, and in the 


prote 


navy-yards, and to several other employés 
of the Government lake the case of Rock 
Island, where a number of workmen were em- 
ployed They worked some fourteen months 


and received reduced pay, while the men at the 
arsenal at Allegheny, Pennsylvania, never had 
any reduction at all. In several other places 


there was no reduction made; in others there 
were reductions. 
Mr. FERRY, 


ator answer the 


Will the Sen- 
inquiry, what was the mistake 
mistake 
of the law which it 18 proposed Lo remedy ? 
Mr. WILSON. The law was passed for the 
purpose of making eight hours a day’s work. 
After the law was passed, in some of the pub 
lic works the superintending oflicer declared 
that the workmen should receive pay not for 
a day’s work but for eight hours’ work, on the 


of Connecticut. 


in the law or the in the construction 


assumption that ten hours constituted a work- 
ing day. It was 
de utly. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. Now, another 
question right there. Had not the Attorney 
General given an opinion that that construc- 
tion the correct construction, that the 
laborer was to be paid according to the amount 
of labor done? 

Mr. WILSON. The Attorney General made 
a construction on that subject, but it was over 
ruled by the President of the United States, 
who dec ided otherwise. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. Very well. 
Then there was no mistake in the construction 
of the law. 

Mr. WILSON. The ultimate decision was 
contrary to that construction, and this is to 
make a correction. One word in regard tothe 
amount of labor done, I have positive testi 
mony here before me—the testimony of Major 
Benton—that the piece workmen earned as 
much and one cent over while working eight 
hours a day, and Major Benton also says the 


a violation of the law evi- 


was 


men worked at eight hours a day better than | 


they ever worked at ten. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear that report. 
Mr. WILSON. I will find bis letter in a 
moment. I will simply say, sir, that I hope 


this resolution will pass. 1 know that it will 


accomplish the result, and that under it the | 


men who had their pay reduced will receive 
their proper compensation. After that is done, 
if Senators desire to bring up the question of 
repealing this law it will be a fair subject for 
consideration, and we may take it up by itself, 
but Ido not think it ought to be put on this 
little resolution from the House of Represent- 
atives. 

Mr. 


CORBETT. Mr. President, I hope 


| . 
|| such effect. 


that the amendment offered by the Senator | 


from Illinois will be adopted if this bill is to 
pass. 1 think it is quite time that we repealed 
this eight-hourlaw. I think it has produced 
enough mischief already among our people, 
and particularly in the manufacturing districts, 
and in fact in all classes of mechanical labor 


i 
i 





where there is competition. There it proves 
to be a very greatinjury. Our mechanics who 
ure laboring alongside of those engaged on 
public works work ten hours and receive only 
the same wages that these people obtain who 
work eight hours. That creates great dis- 
satisfaction, and it prevents improvements, 
and it has throughout the country prevented 
improvements and advancement of building 
throughout all our cities that I know anything 
of. It has put a stop to many works that were 
in progress. I think if this billis to be adupted 
now it is a good time to repeal this law. I 
certainly will not vote for this bill unless the 
amendment is attached to it. In order to 
repeal this law, and to close this whole matter 
up, | am willing to vote for the bill with the 
amendment; without it 1am opposed to the 
bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President 

Mr. WILSON. Will the Senator from Illi- 
nois allow me to read an extract from Major 
Benton's letter? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from lilinois yield for that purpose? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it all be read at the 
desk. 


Mr. WILSON. 





I send it to the desk to be 


| read. 


The Secretary read as follows: 


NaTionaL Armory, 
SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS, August 20, 1868, 

Sir: [havetoacknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ter of the 18th instant, inclosing a decision of the Sec- 
retary of War in relation to the wages paid to work- 
men under the eight-hour system. The insteuc- 
tions will be duly observed. From the 13th of July 
to the present time the workmen have been work- 
ing under the impression that their daily wages, as 
wellas the price of their piecework, would be the 


| same ns under the ten-hour system, and I desire to 


| be informed if the rolls can 


be made out for this 
period on this basis. This interpretation of the 
eight-hour law I thought was the one generally ac- 
cepted in the different Departments of the Govern- 
ment, and was the one which I allowed to govern 


| me until I was otherwise instructed. With the piece- 


| and 


workwen the decision of the Secretary of War will 
make but little difference, as they have managed 
under the old tariff to make quite as much per day 
under the eight as under the ten-hour system, while 
L believe that the day-workmen have worked harder 
more faithfully under the eight than under 
the ten-hour system. [am not, of course, prepared 
to say that they have accomplished fully as much 
for the Government. 

Rather than have their wages reduced to conform 
to the eight-hour day, all the day-workmen have 
expressed a wish to work ten hours every twenty- 


: | 
four, or one day and a quarter, so that the amount | 


| of work turned out hereafter will be the same as 


formerly. ; 
Lhe pieceworkmen will have the option of work- 


| ing eight or ten hours, as they may choose, provided 


they accomplish as much in the former as in the 
latter time. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J.G. BENTON, 
Brevet Colonel Commanding. 
Gen. A. B. Dyer, Chiefof Ordnance, Washington, D. C. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. This letter shows the 
folly of this law, if l may sosay. None of us, 
I suppose, are opposed to the enactment and 


maintenance of any law that has a tendency to | 


elevate laborand to relieve labor from improper 
burdens; but in this case our law has had no 
The men whom it was designed 
to benefit do not approve of it, as this letter 
shows. It produces unpleasant feelings be- 
tween those who are employed in the Govern- 


ment service and work eight hours and those | 


who are outside and work ten. 
the law has not been beneficial upon the labor- 
ing interests of the country. 
it has created alienation and bad feeling, and 


The effect of | 


On the contrary, | 


has done no good. It has been construed differ- | 


ently at different places, as we now see by the 
bill which the Senator from Massachusetts has 
in charge; and I think it will be better for 
the Government, better for the laboring men, 


| better for all concerned, to repeal the statute. 


1 have no opposition to the proposition which 


| the Senator from Massachusetts has in charge, 


and do not wish to embarrass it. I did not 
wish to take up any time in the discussion of 


the proposition which I submitted; but I || 
| thou 
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December 14, 


| a vote upon it. If nobody wishes to dicen 


| equality has hitherto obtained. 


it, as the Senate understands very wel] he 
effect of this eight-hour law, I thought y, 


: ° Wa 
might take the vote upon itatonce. [f jy}, 
voted down, I shall be entirely satisfied If i: 


is to be adopted, let it be adopted with 4j,. 
provision of the bill of the Senator from Massa. 
chusetts to produce equality in the yarions 
armories of the country, where it seems e 
J understand 
that in my own State, at Rock Island, ther, 
were a number of laborers who were not paid 
according to the rule adopted in some othe 
of the arsenals. I think the rule should }, 
uniform on the part of the Government, [ 
have no hostility to the bill which the Senato- 
from Massachusetts desires to have passed. 
I do not offer this amendment with that view: 
but I should like very much to see what the 
judgment of the Senate is in reference to the 
continuance cf a law which has created only 
trouble and disagreement and done no good 
to a laboring man anywhere. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I shall yoo 
for the proposition of the Senator from Massa. 
chusetts, because I think some inequality bas 
been done in the construction of the law. | 


|| have no doubt that the Attorney General ga 


the correct construction of the law, and that } 
was a mistake to overrule it; but Lam opposed 
to the existence of the eight-hour law because 
it is a degradation to the workingman. Tie 


| man himself should be considered a man equal 


to his employer, and allowed to dictate his own 
terms, whether he will work eight hours, whether 
he will work for a dollar anda half a day or two 
dollars and a half a day; and for us here to 
step forth and legislate on the subject is utterly 
preposterous. Some men are worth double as 
much as others. They may be more expert, o; 
have stronger nerves, or they bave stronger 
inducements to labor, for the reason that they 


|| may have families who require ten hours or 








twelve hours of labor for their support; and 
yet it is proposed here to solemnly enact that 
eight hours shal! constitute a day’s work. 
Why, Mr. President, there never was a 
more preposterous scheme brought forward 
fur the elevation of the workingmen. How 
many will it reach in this country? Not five 
per cent. of the workingmen in this country. 
Most of the working men of this country own 
their farms, or own their workshops, and they 
work not only eight hours, but they work ten, 


| twelve, and many of them fifteen. These men, 


ninety-five per cent. of the whole number, do 


| not want to pay increased taxes in order to 


support a few Government employés by less 
labor. Now, shall we say that if a man will 
only get his Senator or his Representative to 
get him employment in the Government work- 
shops, he may work only eight hours and get 
as much reward as his neighbors obiain by 
double that time? Why, sir, if we intend 
anything in the way of civil service reform, it 
is utterly impossible to accomplish it while we 
make employment by the Goverument of the 
United States so great a desideratum, We 
must not create an aristocracy of labor, com- 
posed solely of those employed by the Govern 
ment. All who want to do the least work for 
the Jargest amount of pay will be crowded 
into place by any system which gives counte- 
nance to the eight-hour law. The men who 
make guns or build ships should have no pre- 
ference over the mechanics who shoe horses 
or build houses, nor over the men who raise 
wheat and corn, and pay taxes, 

Mr. President, it is not true that these men 
can earn as much in eight hours as in ten 
though ever so industrious and ever so active, 
and the statements from our navy-yards, from 
our arsenals, as I obtained them ona previous 


' occasion when I discussed this subject, exhib 
| ited the reverse in a strong light. Some of the 
| men that have these places in charge declined 


to furnish the information lest it might work 
some injury to themselves. They are very fas- 


ght that this was the proper place to take || tidious about giving information on this sub- 
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‘ect; but wherever they can do it in confi- 
dence. it will be found to be utterly destructive 
of this idea that men can perform as much 


labor or that they will do it in eight hours as | 


in ten. 


Mr. President, I have discussed this subject | 


heretofore at length fully, and do not propose 
as do it again. My impression was, alter that 
discussion, that even my friend from Massachu- 
cetts would have voted with me for the repeal 
of that hastily-considered law. I think thata 
very large r 
were in favor of its repeal. It has worked 
nothing but mischief, and I tell the Senator 
from Massachusetts that if he can get that law 
incorporated in his State it will be the knell 
of millions of industrial interests in his State, 
and cause an immense emigration therefrom 
to other States. A State that shall adopt that 


law cannot compete with other States where | 


men work more. No nation can so compete. 
It is not for the interest of the laboringman 
that this should be adopted, for more than 
eighty-seven and a half per cent. of the pro- 
ducts of the world are consumed by the laboring- 
men. 


there being as much produced hereafter as 
there has been heretofore the amount of pro- 
dacts of the world is to be reduced so that the 
laboring man is not to have as much to con- 
eyme as he has had heretofore. It is a blow 
at the well-being of laboring men. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont will please suspend his remarks. 
The morning hour has expired. The Chair 
did not at first interpose while the Senator 
was speaking, supposing that he was about to 
conclude his remarks; but two minutes have 
passed since the expiration of the morning 
hour, and the Chair must interpose. 


the Senate, being the resolution in regard to 
the appointment of a standing committee of 


investigation and retrenchment, upon which | 


the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Witson ] 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WILSON. I hopewe chall have a vote 
on this matter. From the remarks made by 
the Senator from Vermont it must be very 
apparent that if this amendment is persisted 
in it will take a very large amount of time. | 
hope that it will be withdrawn, and that we 


shali afterward take up the eight-hour ques- | 


tion by itself. Let us do justice now; at any 
rate, let us equalize the pay of these men who 
have been inthe Government employmeut and 
have discharged their duty. I hope that will 


be done, and that the Senate will drop the | 


question of the eight-hour Jaw forthe present, 


aud pass the bill as it came from the House of | 
When we shall have done | 
that, I shall be willing to join with Senators in | 


Representatives. 


an elaborate and careful examination of the 
whole subject. I would like to do it. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
the regular order being passed over informally 
until the Senator from Vermont shall have fin- 
ished his remarks. I donot wish to interrupt 
him in the middle of his speech, but I must 
insist that the regular order be taken up afier 
he concludes. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I did not 
intend, Mr. President, to occupy any consider- 
able length of time of the Senate, and I had 
nearly concluded what I had to say. In my 
judgment it ‘s eminently proper that we should 
add this amendment to this proposition which 
is pending now on the motion of the Senator 
from Massachusetts. 


into the legislation of the country, and it is fit 
and proper that it should go out by the same 
door. 

_ 1 am in favor of elevating the laboring man, 
but I would not elevate him by saying that he 
shall labor for so much when his labor may 
be worth a great deal more or a great deal 
less. I would not create places under the 


majority of the Senate at that time | 


If we are to reduce them alltwo hours | 
out of ten each day, it follows that instead of | 


The | 
unfinished business of yesterday is now before | 


I have no objection to || 


It was from Massachu- |) 
setts that this subject first obtained an entrance 


|| Government that will be more desirable for 


him to have than any he can obtain at home. 
| Weknow here in the Public Printing Office that 
it has been almost impossible to conduct the 
establishment since the adoption of the eight- 
hour law. It is involved in great difficulties. 
We also know that the Government will be 
compelled to abandon all its public works 
unless we abandon this eight-hour system. 
We cannot carry on any sort of enterprise in 
| the way of our governmental workshops under 
that system, for we shall be beaten out of 
| house and home by private enterprise. ‘The 
Treasury cannot afford it. 

Now, unless the Senator from 


Massachu- 


| 
| oe 
|| Setts is prepared to abandon all our navy- 


| yards, all our arsenals, and every point and 


|| place where the Government employs men to 


| do work, he must be content to allow this sub- 
ject of labor to be regulated by the several 


| 
| 
|| States, or to be regulated by the law of supply 


and demand. It is the only way that we can 
| leave the laboring man independent. Give 
the laboring man an education and an oppor- 
tunity to work, and that is the greatest benefit 
we can confer upon him. 
| Mr. CASSERLY and Mr. 
| dressed the Chair. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. 
| from Massachusetts. 

Mr. WILSON. 
is to be persisted in 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from California [Mr. Casserty] claims the 
floor if this debate is to continue. The Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts is entitled to the floor 
on the unfinished business. 

Mr. WILSON. I simply proposed to say 
that if this amendment was to be persisted in I 
| would prefer to have the measure go over for 
two or three days. There are some facts that 
I desire to look into. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Rhode Island gave notice that he would 
only consent to the unfinished business being 
passed over informally, as was tacitly done, 
| and if he demands it the unfinished business 
| is before the Senate. If not, the Senator from 
California will be recognized on the proposi- 
| tion pending at the expiration of the morning 
hour. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts has appealed to me- 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from California yield to the Senator from 
Illinois? 

Mr. CASSERLY. Certainly. I merely 
wished to say in reference to the proposition 
of the Senator from Illinois that it cannot 
pass the Senate without being discussed thor- 
oughly. J, for one,am thoroughly opposed to 
it. Iam in favor of the eight-hour law. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not wish to embar- 
rass what is regarded rather as a private bill 
|| here to bring about equality among the em- 
ployés at the different arsenals. That was not 
| my intention in offering the amendment. I 
| am appealed to by Senators to let the bill, 
which is a bill from the House of Represent- 
atives for the relief of certain individuals, 
stand upon its own merits. I feel a little 
embarrassed under those circumstances in per- 
sisting in theamendment bere. I am in favor 
of the repeal of this eight-hour law, but under 
the circumstances [ am wilting. to withdraw 
| the amendment. 

The ViCK PRESIDENT. The amendment 
| is withdrawn. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I am very much inclined to renew the 
amendment which was offered by the Senator 
from Illinois. I cannot vote for this bill as it 
| now stands for this reason: I think that the 

effect of the bill as it now stands is to give a 
legislative construction to the eight-hour law 
| which is entirely contrary to the understand- 
| ing of this body at least when that law was 
|| passed, and is itself erroneous. I remember 
| well the passage of the eight-hour law in the 


WILSON ad- 


The Senator 
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Senate. The qnestion was asked directly of 
the gentleman who had the bill in charge 
whether it was intended, by making eight hours 
a day’s labor in the Government employ, to 
thereby entitle the laborer to the sume wages 
which he had hitherto received for ten hours, 
and the gentleman having the bill in charge 
replied emphatically that such was not the 
intention of the law. 

The bill was accordingly passed. After its 
passage this question arose, and it was submit- 
ted by the President to the Attorney General. 
The Attorney General held, and in my judg- 
ment held properly, that it was not the true 
construction of the law that it imposed upon 
the officers of the Government the necessity 
of paying at the same rate of wages for eight 
hours that they had hitherto paid for ten hours’ 
work; and according to that proper construc- 
tion of the law the superintendents of some of 


| the Government workshops acted in the pay- 


I desire, if this amendment 


ment of the wages of the laborers. ‘hen an 
appeal was taken to the President, and the 
President simply overruled the action of the 
subordinates in charge of the Government 
workshops, although | presume he did not 
attempt to overrule the legal opinion of the 
Attorney General. 

Now, we here are called upon to pass a bill 
paying the laborers in the Government work- 
shops in accordance with a construction of the 
law which was expressly repudiated in this 
body when the law was passed, and which has 
been decided by the Attorney General to be 
incorrect. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will my triend allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. 

Mr. THURMAN. I was not here then, and 
I do not know how that matter was, and I 
want to get all the light [ ean. Will he tell 
me what benefit this law could be to the work- 
ingmen upon the interpretation which be places 
upon it? If the workingmen were not to re 
ceive for eight hours’ what they had formerly 
received for ten hours’ labor from the Govern 
ment, of what possible benefit was the law to 
them? 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. If the Sen- 
ator asks me for my opinion, | say that the 
law is of no benefit to the workingmeun under 
any circumstances, but is a curse to the work 
ingmen; and if I were a workingman | wouid 
never agree that a legislative body should have 
the power to say how many hours | should 
work, and what should be the amount of my 
wages. But that isnot what the Senator from 
Ohio wishes to ask me probably. That which 
was claimed by the advocates of the bill was, 
that the laborer, being compelled to labor in 
the Government workshops only eight hours, 
would have more time for culture, for improve- 
ment, for reading, for attending the evening 
schools, and the like. 1 remember that arga- 
ment was used, 

But, sir, to return. My objection to the 
present bill is that Congress is now pledying 
itself to the construction by which the work- 
men in the Government workshops for the 
labor of eight hours are to be held to be enti- 
tled by law to the wages which they /ormerly 
received for the labor of ten hours. Conse- 
quently I cannot vote for the bill of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts as itstands. I would 
very much prefer that the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Illinois had been 
retained, and then | would have been willing 
to vote, had that amendment been adopted, 
to equalize the wages that were paid to the 
laborers during the unfortunate continuance 
of such an anomaly as this eight-hour law. | 
now renew the amendment of the Senator from 
Illinois. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Connecticut renews the amendment of 
the Senator from [linois, which is now pending, 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. LI trust before this mat 

|, ter passes away the Senator from Massachu- 


Certainly. 





‘7 
if 


lect—— 
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l 
setts will allow the bill to be referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, or on Finance, | 
to ascertain how much money is involved in 
the appropriation. 

Mr. WILSON. As this amendment is per- 
sisted in, I will consent to the reference. I 
hope, however, that the Committee on Finance 
will report within a day or two. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I would rather it should 
be referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, 

Mr. WILSON. Very well, say the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, 

Mr. CONKLING. I should like also to 
make a suggestion to the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts about this matter, which is about to 
pass from the Senate. By the terms of the 
bill, as | understand it, it is applicable alike 
tomen from whom a certain portion of the 
dav’s wages was withheld by i regulation of 
the Department, and to those who, by their 
own agreement or contract, may have hired for 
the sum which in truth they received, 

| see the honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setis pays no attention to what I say, and there- 
fore | will suggest it toany member of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations who may have this 
in charge, that the bill, as it 
apply as well to from 
rebate occurred by the action of the Depart- 
ment, and no more to those than to others 
who may have agreed for the very sum 
which thev in trath received. I looked at it 
to see whether there was any distinction of 


stands, seems to 


those whose wages a 


that sort, and, as | understand it, the lan- 
gunge would require a payment just as well to 
those who had fixed by agreement the rates 
which they received as to those who were 
curtailed in their wages by the action of the 
Department 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I desire to 
make one suggestion, in reply to the Senator | 
from Connecticut, as to what was the under 
standing here when the eight-hour law passed. 
My recollection is that the Senator from Ohio 
siting behind me [Mr. SuHermay] offered an 


amendment to that bill forthe purpose of test- || 


ing the sense of the Senate as to whether there 
should be a full day’s wages paid for eight 
hours work, or only eight hours labor paid for. | 
My recollection is that the question was dis- 
tinctly presented in that amendment, which 
was voted down by a very decided majority. | 

Mr. ANTHONY. 1 call for the regular 
order. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- | 
stands that the Senator from Massachusetts | 
consents to the reference of this bill to the | 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WILSON. The Committee on Appro- | 
pr lations, 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
Committee on Appropriations is not here. 

Mr. WILSON, Then the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr SUMNER. I should like to make one | 
remark ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island demands the regular 
order. 

Mr. SUMNER. Just one word. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I yield to the Senator | 
from Massachusetts, and then I shall demand 
the regular order, whoever gets up. 1 shall 
not yield to any Senator. 

Mr. SUMNER. I was simply about to say || 
that the question in this bill seems to me to be 
very small, for, as I understand it, there is | 
one aniform rule now in the public works of |! 
the United States, in the Printing Office here 
in Washington, in the arsenals everywhere, } 
and inthe navy-yards. That is, all the work- | 
men are paid a day’s wages for eight hours’ || 
work. But three years back there was an in- || 
terval of a few mouths during which that rule | 
was not applied in certain of the public works, | 
for instance, in the arsenal at Springfield; and | 
the object of this bill is to repair that neg- 











| Mr. SUMNER. 
| Mr. EDMUNDS 
| 


Mr. MORTON. To equalize them. 

Mr. SUMNER. As the Senator well says, 
to equalize the condition of workmen, for in- 
stance in the arsenal at Springfield and in the 
Printing Office here in Washington. It seems 
to me it is asimple bill, thoroughly equitable 
in character; it cannot amount to a very large 
sum; and I do not see that there is any reason 
for delay. I really think it would be better if 
the Senate would proceed with the bill with- 
out attaching the very important proposition 


\| which the Senator from Connecticut has moved, 


| and which I, for one, should be very happy to 
consider by itself, and act simply upon the bill. 
It is unquestionably an act of justice. These 
workmen are out of their money. Some of 
them are dead and are represented by their 
families, and to them this small allowance is 
of very great importance. I do not think it 
advisable for us to take more time. I think 
we fairly owe the money, and therefore the 
sooner we pay it the better. 

Now, may | not appeal to Senators to allow 
this bill to be passed in the shape in which it 
came from the House of Representatives? It 
was supported in the House, as [ understand, 
by my two distinguished colleagues, one the 
chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means, 
and the other the gentleman who is about to 
leave the House to be Governor of Mussachu- 
selts, who never Supports any measure except 
afer the most careful consideration. I there- 
fore submit that a bill so simple in character, 
in the nature of a private bill, coming from the 

| House of Representatives, where it bad such a 
support, had better be acted upon at once. 
Now, may I appeal to the Senate to act upon 

| the bill itself at once without any further 
reference or delay? I doubt if there is any 
objection. 


| Mr. ANTHONY. The bill has already been 


referred. 

Let us have it acted upon 

| now. 

Can we now have the 

regular order, Mr. President? 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Massachusetts is still upon the floor. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 do not wish to violate 

| the notice given by the Senator from Rhode 
| Island, but | should like to say one word. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts yield to the Senator 

| from Ohio? 

| Mr. ANTHONY. 

| order. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill has not 

| been referred, but is still pending, and the 
Senator from Rhode Island calls for the reg 

| ular order. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 


I call for the regular 


I have no objection to 


The chairman of the || the reference of the bill. 


|| Mr. SUMNER, 


Why not allow it to be 
passed ? 

Mr. ANTHONY. It cannot be passed now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stands that the regular order is still demanded. 

Mr. ANTHONY. If the bill can be re- 
ferred without further debate, I have no objec- 
uuon. ° 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It cannot be 
referred while Senators are claiming the floor 
to debate it. The Senator from Ohio rose 


/as soon as the Senator from Massachusetts 


concluded. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I call for the regular 


| order. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to the reference of this bill and the pend- 


|| ing amendment to the Committee on Finance ? 


The Chair hears none, and it is so referred. 
COMMITTEE ON RETRENCHMENT. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of 


'the following resolution, submitted yesterday 


by Mr. ANTHONY: 


Resolved, That a standing committee of seven, to 
e known as the Committee of Investigation and 
Retrenchment, be created, to investigate and report 
on such subjects as may be committed to it by the 
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Senate, such committee to be elected by the Seng 
as other standing committees. wwnate 


The pending question being on the ameng 
ment of Mr. TrumBuLL; which was to aqq 
thereto the following: 


And that said committee be instructed to in, Uire 
into the expenditures in all branches of the to 
of the United States, and to report whether any and 
what offices ought to beabolished ; whether any and 
what salaries or allowances ought to be reduced 
what are the methods of procuring accountabjj;;, 
in public officers or agents in the care and disburse. 
ment of public moneys; whether moneys have hoe, . 


| paid out illegally; whether any officers or agents , 


other persons have been or are employed in tho 
public service without authority of law or unneces 


| sarily; and generally how and to what extent tho 


expenses of theservice of the country may and ough; 
to be curtailed. i: 

And also to consider the expediency of so amend. 
ing the laws under which appointments to the pu). 
lic service arenow made as to provide for withdraw. 
ing the public service from being used as an instry. 
ment of political or party patronage. ; 

That said committee be authorized to sit during 
the recess of Congress, tosend for persons and papers 
and to report by bill or otherwise; and that said 
committee may appoint a clerk. 


Mr. WILSON. Mr. President. I appeal :, 
the Senate, especially to my political friends, 
not to put usin a false position before the cou, 
try. No Senator, 1 am sure, de-ies to jy 


| the Senate or his political frieuds in such y 


position. But whatever may be the intention 


| of Senators, the Senate and the majori; 


of the Senate are this day in a false po irioy 
before thenation. It has goneouton the wings 
of the wind, flashed all over the country, ani 
millions of our countrymen believe this hou 
that there has been an atiempt made in the 
Senate of the United States to shield the Ad 
ministration from scrutiny and investigation 
I know this is not the purpose of any Senator, 
and I beg Senators not to make apparent wha 
is notreal. I wouildremind them that it is not 
only important to be right and to do righ, bu 
it is quite important that we should always 
appear so. Individuals and parties are ofte: 
judged by appearances, and the country, noting 
our action, will judge us, not by our intentions, 
but by the unfortunate attitude we have b en 
made to occupy by those Senators who decii: 
to accept the amendment proposed by the Se 
ator trom Lilinois. 

A joint committee of investigation was 
pointed by the Thirty-Ninth Congress; and : 
was continued through the Fortieth and Purty 
First Congresses. The evidence is conc!us ve 
that it saved to the Treasury millions of dol- 
lars, that it corrected many abuses, and i 
cannot be doubted that it prevented others 
The Senator from Vermont [Mr. Epmunvs} 
justly claims that there have been during the 
past three years reforms in the administration 
of public affairs. Was not this joint commit 
tee, with its ample powers of investigation, an 
important portion of the influences by which 
these reforms have been consummated? If 
such a committee contributed in any percept: 
ible degree to the retrenciimeuts and reforms 
that have been inaugurated, is it wise to dis- 

ense with it? Wiil not the country, will not 
friends and enemies alike, assume that we are 
attempting to stifle investigations? 

The present Administration came into power 
clearly and distinctly committed to reform 
the abuses that had grown up under the policy 
adopted by President Johnson. Everywhere 
in the canvass of 1868 economy, retrenchment, 
reform, were in the hearts and upon the lips 
of the people, especially the great body of the 
people who always desire good government 
whoever may bein power. Coming into power 
with these solemn pledges, the executive and 
legislative departments of the Government 
entered upon the work of retrenching expend- 
itures, of reforming abuses. ‘The appropria- 
tions were reduced by tens of millions, and 
more system and vigor infused into the service, 
by which tens of millions were secured to the 
Treasury. Through this economy in the ex- 


penditures, this fidelity in the collection of 
the public moneys, the nation is indebted for 
that magnificent reduction of the public debt 
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which excites the surprise and admiration of 
the world, and is the subject of just and well- 
founded national pride. — 

lhe Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Morroy, ] 
who opposes the amendment of the Senator 
from Illinois, proudly refers to these achieve- 
ments of the Administration. I go —. as 
fr as that honorable Senator in app auding 
what has been done. It is because [ approve 
~ith all my heart every effort made to prevent 
fraud and to punish frauds, to prevent abuses 


ant 


this standing committee for the purposes indi- 


eated by the amendment, and clothe it with || 


ample powers. The facts demonstrate to the 


comprehension of the whole country that much | 


has been done, but facts also show that there 
‘sa demand that we should do more. The 
President and the Executive Departments, 
Congress and the people, ought to go to the 
extreme verge of constitutional power in every 
practical measure that tends to insure fidelity 
in all branches of the civil service. 

Sir, | have no sympathy whatever with any 
movements here or elsewhere, if any such 
movements there are, intended to assail the 
executive department of the Government. 
Nor have I eiiher sympathy or respect for that 
cuperserviceable zeal that rushes to the sup- 
nort of the Administration when nobody ques- 
fons or assails it. I see no reason why Repub- 
licans in or out of the Senate should either 
assail the executive department of the Gov- 
ernment or hasten with unmauly servility to its 
Sir, this is the Senate of the United 
States; we are a portion of the Administration; 


defense. 


we must take our full share of responsibility ; | 
and the Senate is most faithful to the execnu- | 


tive department when it is the most vigilant, 
watchful, and active in preventing abuses and in 
correcting abuses. Sir, this 1s to be a stand- 
ing committee, not raised against the present 
Administration, but to endure through many 
Administrations for long years to come. It 
matters not whether we adopt the resolution 
as originally introduced and then give it the 
instructions contemplated in the amendment, 
or whether we accept the amendment now. 
The resultis thesame. If Senators are in favor 
of taking each separately they cannot object to 
taking them both together. As the amend- 
ment has been offered by a Senator of long 
and large experience, and is vigorously pressed 
by other Senators, I ask Senators if it is wise 
to have a divided vote. Sound policy dictates 
that we should take the amendment, give a uni- 
ted vote, and appoint a committee of Senators 
of large experience and high character, that 
will give an assurance to the country that all 
will be done that becomes honorable men, to 
keep the Administration and all its depart- 
ments pure and stainless. 

If | understood the Senator from California 
aright, he told us that no convictions had been 
made by the judicial tribunals for defalcations 
and frauds ; that the conviction of Major Hodge 
by a military court was the only instance in 
which punishment had been meted out to de- 
linquents. Does not that Senator know that 
many persons were convicted during the first 
year of President Grant’s administration for 
larceniesand frauds committed during the pre- 
ceding Administration? Does he not kuow 
that two assistant collectors at Baltimore, the 
collector at Buffalo, and a clerk in the Treas- 
ury Department, and many others have been 
convicted, and sent to the penitentiary? The 
report of the Attorney General shows that six 
hundred and eighty-eight persons were con- 
victed of criminal offenses during the year 
1870. The report for 1871 has not yet been 
made, but I have areport made to the Attorney 
General of the conviction of several persons 
in November, whose sentences, in the aggre- 
gate, amounted to more than fifty years’ impris- 
Onment in the penitentiary. 

Mr. CONKLING. What is that a list of? 

Mr. WILSON. A list of persons convicted 


{ to punish abuses, that I would establish | 
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| going on there involving the examination of 


| ability. 


| existed in this Government in those days. 


| provement is as a hundred to one. 


in November last, in the United States court, 
and in the aggregate sentenced to many thou- 
sands of dollars fines and fifty-five years of 
imprisonment. 

Mr. POMEROY. What State is that? 

Mr. WILSON. TheStateof Kansas. There 
are from two hundred to three hundred men in 
the penitentiaries of this country, many of 
whom are now begging for pardons, who have | 
been convicted for offenses against the Gov- 
ernment. In the history of this nation there | 
bas never been such vigor in prosecutions as 
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there has been during the last year or two, and | 


especially under the new organization of the | 


Attorney General’s Department. || the district attorney and the marshal referred 


Mr. CONKLING. ‘The Bureau of Justice. 

Mr. WILSON. The Bureau of Justice. I 
want Senators to remember the fact that since 
General Spinner, one of the most faithful men 
that ever served this nation, has held his office, 
more than forty thousand million dollars have 
passed through the Treasury Department. 
There are four hundred persons, men and | 
women, counting money and bonds and securi- 
tiestheredaily. There isan investigation now 





accounts to the amount of $800,000,000. We 
had a couple of poor women punished for 
stealing a few dollars in that Department, | 


and had one man punished for stealing seven || 


or eight thousand dollars. He was a man of 
ability, trusted, known for his ability. Within 
a few days we have had a development of defal 
cations there of two men known to be men of 
Talk of civil service reform reaching 
such menas those! Why, sir, they were just | 
the men that any system ofexamination known | 
to the civil service would approve. ‘They were 
men of reputed character, who knew their 
work, but they were tempted, and they fell. 

Think of forty thousand millions passing 
through that Department! A system of checks 
exists there more perfect than exists in any | 
counting-house, bank, or insurance company 
in America. They have as perfect a system | 
as can be found in the best banks or in the best 
mercantile houses in the country, and they 
bave very much morein the way of checks and 
balances; and if there is a human intellect 
that can devise anything to give additional 
security, let us have it. 

It is one of the marvels of the world that 
we have not lost more ; and compared with your 
banking institutions, with the counting-houses 
of your great merchants, with your insurance 
companies, with all the relations of life, the 
losses have been very insignificant. 

We have better men in the Departments | 
than when I came into this body, and I 
venture to assert that the average amount of 
work performed by the clerks now is far in 
excess of what it was then, and that in their 
habits of life there has been quite as marked 
an improvement. 

Sir, compare the present with the ‘‘ good 
old times.’”’ John Tyler, son of President 
Tyler, stated a day or two ago, in a speech, that 
of ninety-eight receivers of public money in 
Van Buren’s administration ninety-two were 
defaulters. We have no such corruption as 
In 
comparison with the money handled the im- 
I heard 
Mr. Corwin, Secretary of the Treasury in 1852, 
say that he believed from twenty-five to thirty- 
three per cent. of the money appropriated by 
Congress was stolen, or in some way or other 
did not go properly to carry out the purposes 
for which it was appropriated. Now, [ ven- 
ture to say, there is not five per cent. 

Mr. BLAIR. Will the Senator yield to me 
a moment? 

Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts is very boastful about this Administration, 
and its vigor in prosecutions. 





I should like to | 
»all his attention to the case that recently oc- | 
curredin Arkansas, where the district attorney 


| 
i} 


'| and marshal were both removed after procur-: 


ing an indictment against an offender against 
the laws of the United States. 

Mr. SCOTT. If the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts will permit me, I think I can answer 
the inquiry. 

Mr. WILSON. Very well. 

Mr. SCOTT. That has been a subject which 
has been before the public to someextent, and 
it has been a matter of investigation to an 
extent which I am not permitted to speak 
about here, but I may say this much, and the 
knowledge which I have on the subject enables 
me to say, that the measures for the removal of 
to, were taken long before the indictment was 
found against the officer referred to. 

Mr. BLAIR. If the Senator will allow me 


| another word in answer to that, I will say that 


I think the Senator from Pennsylvania is 
entirely mistaken. I have the same means 
of knowledge on the subject that he bas, and 
my memory is not as he has stated. The offli- 
cers, as I understand and as I[ think the Sen- 
ate will very soon have occasion to know, were 
turned out of their offices for finding an indiet- 
ment against a person for violating the laws 
of the United Srates. 

Mr. WILSON. I say to the Senator from 
Missouri that [ am not boastful about the 
Administration, and do not mean to be. | 
simply desire to be exactly just and truthful 
about it, and to show that progress is making 
in the right direction; and we need a good deal 
| more of it. Wewanthis help and that of every- 
body else in that direction, for we have enough 
to do, andit does no good to get up here and 
have one side tellthe otherthat we have men 
in the public service who have been stealing. 
The whole country knows that we have had dis- 
honest men in both parties, that we have them 
now, and that we have to watch to keep them 
out. But there has been improvement. I 
am glad of it; but I tell my political friends 
| here that the work is only begun and is not 
finished, and I beg of them not to appear be- 
fore the country as resisting or arresting any 
movement for investigation, or to do anything 


|| by reason of which anybody in the country 


‘an say that we are shrinking from investiga- 
| tion or from duty. But let our united action 
give assurance that weare, and mean to be, the 
steady and consistent advocates of retrench- 
ment and reform. 

Mr. NYE. Mr. President, Iam always de- 
lighted to hear our universally kind friend from 
Massachusetts [Mr. W1Lson] make a speech ; 
| but after having heard him on this occasion, 
Lam still in doubt which way he intends to 
‘vote on this question, but no doubt we shall 
ascertain itin due time. Now, sir, in times 
of epidemics science and quackery run a race 
for the mastery. At the present moment in 
this city small-pox is said to be an epidemic, 
and everybody gets vaccinated. I have tried 
it myself. [Laughter.] It works upon some 
and does not upon others. It has taken with 
my friend evidently, [laughter, ] and 1 guaranty 
| him hereafter safety from that pestilentia, 
malady. 

It seems to me, Mr. President, that the im 
| mediate question before the Senate has been 
greatly magnified and run into diverse courses 
|where it was hardly possible to imagine it 
' should have run. Some like to dwell upon 
the records of the past, while others bid adieu 
to the past to step along and grapple with the 
present and the future. I have cast loose 
pretty much from the past, and would be glad 
to forget much of it, and so would all of us 
around this circle. 

It seems that the reason why this amend- 
ment should be adopted is that during other 
times, during times when the very atmosphere 
was all beclouded with doubt and darkness, 
the Senate and the House of Representat'ves 





| in their wisdom raised a committee for pur- 


| poses of retrenchment and reform. More than 
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a year ago, by common consent, (and I was 
one of the witnesses of the death, and one of 
the pall hearers at the funeral,) that commit- 


tee died, I supposed it was buried. It has 
remained for my friends from Massachusetts 
aud Illinois and Missouri to resurrect this 
buried committee. I repeat, it died by com 
mon consent; and why ? Because the neces- 


sities that gave it birth bad passed away. We 
had passed from the clouds and the darkness 
andthe murkiness, to which I have referred to 
the clear atmosphere of a Republ:can Admin- 
Phen the of this 
tee, that wa good lh 1ts day, ceased, 
died. 

A little later in the history of our party, cer- 
tain gentlemen who were filled with specula- 
live 


ib 1 


stration. labors 


commit 
and it 


new revelation,’’ a8 
They dis- 


covered that the honorable gentleman who fills 


philosophy had a 


called among the Mormons. 


the executive chair of this nation Was growing 
Loo rapidly in the popular judgment of an en- 
lightened people. They discovered a universal 
panacea forall wrong,which they said the Presi 

dent of the United States would not adopt; and 

that was this preat question of ‘civil service 

reform,’’ reform inthe manner of appointments 

to office, and in conducting the civil offices. 

This was a thought worthy of a birth, but one 

doomed to die while the marks of its swaddling 

clothes are yet around it. That same class 

here have sought to give birth, or rather to | 
resurrect this old committee; and that is what 

is now sought by the amendment offered by | 
the honorable Senator from Illinois. 

Now, sir, if any such circumstances per- 
vaded the atmosphere as did when the com- 
wittee was bern I would vote for its recrea- |} 
tion, because I will do anything that is neces- 
sary to avert a wrong; but I will not go | 
for measures that anticipate, ay, promulgate | 
und advertise that we are surrounded by the | 


same dangers now that we were then. My 
friend from Massachusetts says, **Oh, two || 
men supposed to be good have stolen.’’ I have | 


no doubt of it. Of the first twelve that were 
selected by One wiser than all of us one 
proved treacherous and false. So it will be 
away down the pathway of timeas long as men 
are selected for human agencies. Here and | 
there, to make virtue shine the brights r, there 
What ad 
ministration on the face of this earth has ever | 
been exempt from theseinfirmities? None. Sir, | 
even your geverals in your Army have betrayed 
you. In. our infantile revolutionary struggle | 
who but an Arnold in the hour of peril betrayed | 
his country and his post? But stronger than 
all that is an honest, intelligent people, who 
hold to a judgment more dreadful than the | 
judgments of courts, who bold to a judgment 
more to be dreaded than the petty fine or 
imprisonment that you may impose. Sir, the 
man in office who steals now goes before a 
tribuval and stands in trial where utter and | 
eternal condemnation is written if he is false 
to his principles or to his trust. 

Am I to be told, Mr. President, that it is 
this committee with these powers that is to 
keep men honest? I tell you, no; if a man 
is wanting in the substantial elements of jus- 
tice and truth and faithfulness and trust, he | 
laughs at your committee; and it is a thing | 
quiie immaterial, in my judgment, whether | 
we have any committee on this subject or not. 
There is none now; and see how quick the 
late offenders have been dragged to justice. | 
Would that duty have been more potently or || 
quickly performed if this committee had been 
in existence? No, sir. The honorable Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts has told the whole 
story—that the eagle-eyed watchman who 
stands at the Treasury was the first to find 
it out. 

About the only difference there is between | 
the two propositions—the original resolution 
and the amendment—is that the one bas power 
to send for persons and papers; that is, self- || 


will be these plague-spots of vice. 


| into the conduct 
| States to find whether they were not bribed to 


| be greater than his master. 


| igs this Mr. Leet ?”’ 


acting all the time without any advice or con- 
sentonthepartoftheSen te. Idonotlikesuch 
committees, and my friends on the other side 
of the House will tell you how eloquently they 
rallied the public mind on that point with 
regard to the Ku Klux committee. I recollect 
distinctly—and they almost shook my nerves 
upon it—that they said it was a dangerous 
power; and if the times which surrounded us 


had not been full of peril and danger I should || 


not have voted for it myself. But subsequent 
events have shown that our apprehensions 
have been more than realized, and have proved 
the wisdom of conferring the power at that 
time. 
would reserve to the Senate in an emergency. 
I would keep in this body the power to give 
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That, however, is a power which I | 


direction when a committee should send for | 


persons and papers, and direct as well as may 
be the able committee who may be appointed 
for this purpose. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. NYE. Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN. ‘The Senator bas spoken 


| of the danger of clothing a committee with | 


power to send for persons and papers, and has 


| said that he was almost persuaded to bea Chris- 


tian on one occasion. 

Mr. NYE. Not ‘‘almost,’’ but altogether. 
{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. THURMAN. NowTI should like to ask 
the Senator where was his voice on a memor- 
able occasion when a committee of the House 
of Representatives was assuming to inquire 
of Senators ot the United 


acquit Andy Johnson, and when that commit- 
tee was ransacking all the telegraph offices, and 
seizing all the telegrams, private and public, 
of everyman there? Where was the Senator's 
voice then? 

Mr. NYE. Just where it is now, [laughter, } 
and you give me another just such a set of cir- 
cumstances and I will vote for it again, as I 


| would to call out the militia to put down the 


rebellion, and as I would use all the power in 
our hands; but, sir, there is no such occasion 
now. Throughout the Republican ranks there 
is peace, save here and there one that would 
Throughout the 
Democratic ranks there is a general acquies- 
cence, I believe, taking their papers as a guide, 
that the administration is honestly adminis- 
tered. Aside from that, and at a time when 
there is universal peace and prosperity, what 
is the use of getting up these bugbears to 
frighten people? Here you have got your 
committee at your hand, and you advertise to 
these several Departments that this commit- 
tee is here ready to pounce upon them when- 
ever the Senate tells it to do so. Is not that 
enough? 

I have said what I desired to say upon the 
resolution, but 1 have intimated that I see in 
this thing a little animus that J think requires 


|| & passing notice, and especially on the part 


of my friend from Missouri, [Mr. Scavurz.] 
You recollect, Mr. President, that he dwelt 
upon certain alleged custom-house frauds in 
New York with a keen appetite, as the raven 
feeds upon a dainty bit of food,and he seemed 
to perch and revel there with a delightful satis- 
faction which bespoke, I think, the animus 
which animated him. In the cartage business 
there—a business with which my friend seems 
to be entirely familiar, for he dwells on it— 
he finds a man by the name of Leet. I will 
read the Senator's own language, so that I 
shall not misrepresent him. He asks, ‘* Who 
He goes on to say that he 
was a member of General Grant's staff in the 
time of the war. What did the Senator from 
Missouri say that for? Has he any enmity 
with Leet? None. Why does he drag that 
in? To connect the Executive of this nation 
with that cartage business and send the im- 
pression abroad that the President of the 


Will the Senator allow | 








|| dabble in the cartage business in the city of 
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United States had stooped to dabble in 1, 
} ° . ’ r a a 
cartage business of the New York ena. 


7 om WloOM. 
house. No other inference can Possibly jp 
ue 
drawn. 


Well, now, sir, has it come to bea reproach 
does my honorable friend from Missouri meg, 
to say that, because Mr. Leet was upon the 
staff «f a general who conquered more mer 
and more territory in the same time than mortal 
man had ever conquered before, it is a reproac) 
upon that faithful man who discharged all rH 
duties in the time of the bloodiest strife in thi. 
country that he should be engaged in the cap. 
age business? No, sir; he means to carry the 
impression that the Executive has stooped “ 


New York. No sensible man can draw apy 
other conclusion. I stand here not as ti. 
defender of Mr. Leet, for I do not know hin, 
but | honor him for having been called to g» 
high and honorable a station, and I should he 
| sorry to have the doctrine of the Senator froy 

Missouri prevail, that because he had been jy 

the Army it was not becoming in him to pro- 
| cure an honest livelihood by cartage. 
| The honorable Senator from Missouri, with 
| his military plume all reddened with the blood 
of his enemies, would hardly be willing to 
have it said, as he goes to the plow, the anyil, 
| and the workshop and finds those there who 
| fought with him, that it was a toil unbecoming 
the soldier; that it was a reflection upon his 
character that after he had served his country 
| faithfully and long and effectively he should 
| again return to the peaceful avocations of life. 
No, sir; that is the glory of our soldiery and 
| of our citizens. I find no satisfaction myself 
in lighting upon such a little tender spot as 
that, and perching with an air of triumph over 
| the President of the United States. Seek other 
game, 

Then, when we come to look carefully at 
the motive of this thing as displayed on the 
| surface—if I am mistaken gentlemen will cor- 
| rect me—it is not that they want this amend- 
ment, but it is that they want a machinery by 
| which they can probe around and see if they 
cannot ascertain or find some little dust that 
they can throw out just before a nomination 
is to be made for the Presidency. Give my 
friend from Missouri and those who act with 
| him here the selection of this committee, and 
I tell you you would see a report full of por- 
tentous evil, and it would not appear until 
about the time the National Convention was 
to sit. 

Now, sir, I like a good, honest, old-fashioned 
opposition. If my friend from Missouri—and 
if anybody can, he is the man—can write down 
the Administration upon the theory of a reform 
in the civil service, let him go, and I shall wish 
him God-speed; and I hope when that time 
comes that nobody in the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States will stand up, if he succeeds to his 
highest wishes, and complain that one of bis 
staff is a carter in New York. 

Now, Mr. President, what is precisely this 
original resolution? 

Resolved, That a standing committee of seven, to 
be known as the Committee of Investigation and 
Retrenchment, be created, to investigate and report 
on such subjects as may be committed to it by the 
Senate, such committee to be elected by the Senate 
as other standing committees. 

What fairer thing on earth could there be 
thanthat? What isthe use of amending that, 
aud what is to be the consequence if it is not 
amended? Weshallsee by reading the amend: 
ment that is offered. Itis: 

And that said committee be instructed to inquire 
into the expenditures in all branches of the service 
of the United States. 

We have two or three committees that an- 
swer that end; and not only that, but we have 
the reports from the heads of the Departments 
every year, more true in their statements of 
detail than anything any committee could pre- 
sent, with all the time it could take to invest- 
i igate and ascertain facts. But suppose au 
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occasion should arise when they wanted to 
‘nvestigate some special thing in that respect. 
\fy friend from Missouri will rise in his place 
and say, ‘ I move that this committee be 
clothed with power to investigate such and 
euch expenditures.’’ They go ov their errand ; 
the y start on their mM1SS10N 5 they return, and 
lay here at the feet of the Senate their doings. 
How quick 1s that reached? 

Again: 

Whether any and what salaries or allowances 
ght to be reduced, 
Now a-days there is a little clap-trap, or as 


ou 


has been said, a little stump speech stuck into | 


4 resolution. It is a fact well known that there 
;s no class of people so poor (and I call the 
large majority of my friends to bear me wit- 
ness) as those who live on salaries. A Sen- 
ator of the United States gets $5,000 a year; 
and his boarding-housekeeper has it before 
ninety days. [Laughter.] Some one will say 
¢5.000 is an enormous salary! This commit- 
tee are to gravely sit here on-the question 
whether they cannot live on $3,500 a year; 





and my friend from Missouri and my friend | 


from lilinois and my friend from Massachu- 
etts seem to deem it important that some 
committee should report on that. Sir, here is 
« Committee of the Whole that will report on 
that ina minute. A clerk gets from eight to 
twenty-five hundred dollars a year, and lives 
‘1 Washington, where every pound is a dollar, 
not in weight, but in price, and every shelter 
osts a quarter. { Laughter. ] I think it would 
‘a good thing, and I should like to see my 
‘end from Missouri at the head of a commit- 


‘ 
ly 
tr 
t 
Treasury girls how much they save; and that 
committee must go with power to send for per- 
cons and papers and bring out the satchel of 
the laboring girl and examine it and see if 
there is not something in it! Nonsense! Sen- 
ators ought to be engaged iu bigger business. 
My friend from New Hampshire [ Mr. Parrer- 
son] sits back there and laughs. He has 
ried it, and does not want any more of it. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Next, sir, go to your Cabinet officers. They 
get $8,000 a year. Stand aghast, ye reform- 
ers, and tell me ye head of the civil reformers 
what would you put them at? Some of them 
have to live in rooms now, they cannot keep 
house. Oh, the power of this committee is 
to act like a charmer and whisper into the ear 
of every Cabinet officer to know how much 
he saves, when the world knows that they are 
struck with blasting poverty every one of them. 
| Laughter. | 

Goto your clerks in the Departments. I 
was especially pleased with the glowing blush 
that my friend from Massachusetts had about 
the laboring man. I like to see these period- 
ical spasms for labor. [Laughter.] IL have 
labored all my life and as hard as the man 
that toils with his hands, and so has my 
friend from Massachusetis. If he is the friend 
of the laboring man in the navy-yard that 
swings the broad-ax and the sledge-hammer, 
or that drives the spikes into the ship or that 
fixes the rigging, why should you not be a 
friend of him who, while they sleep, toils over 
his midnight oil in performing duty to this 
Government? Why start it here? I under- 
take to say that so many people were never 
aggregated together that discharged their duties 
s0 honestly and honorably and fairly. But yet 
we must have this committee on salaries, which 


committee shall have a clerk, driving in the | 


spigot and pulling out the bung! Again: 


_ What are the methods of procuring accountability 
in public officers or agents in the care and disburse- 
nent of public money. 


That is a good thing. Sir, every man at the 
head of these bureaus is a man of reputation 
enough to know that the system he inaugurates 
will be sufficient and ample, or that he will be 
the sufferer. Again: 


Whether any officers, or agents, or other persons 
have been or are employed in the public service 
Without authority of law. 


| and to report by bill or otherwise 


ee going around and inquiring of the poor | 


|| setts in hi 








I imagine my distinguished friend from Mis- 
souri, for he is a leader in this movement, 
going into the navy-yard at New York. The 
commandant says: *‘Good morning, sir: who 
are you’?’’ ‘* Mr. Scuurz, the head of the in- 
vestigating committee; I want to your 
books.’ He showsthem. ‘*Thatis not quite 
enough; I want to talk with your men; bring 
them up.’’ They are brought up; and the 
Senator says to them: ‘' I want to know if 
any of you are employed without authority of 
law!*’ My short answer to all that is that 


see 


| when the Secretary of the Navy makes his 


report, and shows the number of hands em 
ployed, we can look at the law, and we have 
the means of ascertaining right here, without 
giving any special authority to a committee to 
see whether there is a law for the employment 
of a particular man or not. A 


Aga 


Lin: 

That said committee be authorized to sit during 
the reeess of Congress, tosend for persons and p: pers, 
; and thatsaid com- 
mittee may appoint a clerk. 

What are they going to do during the recess? 
The Senate is gone. Somebody fromst. Louis 
writes a letter to the chairman of that commit 
mittee, my honorable friend in front of me, 
[Mr. Scuurz,] and says: ** mistrust 
that there is stealing going on inthisnavy-yard 
below here.”’ 


I gravely 
One blast upon his bugle horn 
would summon the whole committee, and a 
special train is chartered and away they go to 
the place, and the Mr. Somebody who wrote 
to him does not appear. 
Government 


iZiny 


eall 


‘That is econon 


expenses! That is what I 


| strict economy, to have thiscommittee playing 


the dog upon the track of the pursued hare, 
when nobody pursues that they know of, or 
nobody of any responsibility; but that is what 
is asked by this amendment. 

Mr. President, my friend from Massachu- 
s glow to day the ught we were losing 
ground in public estimation by not giving all 
these powers to the proposed cominittee. 
friend will remember that two or three times 
at the last session he had just such forebodings 


: 
My 


| that the Administration was losing ground; 


thut the Republican party was being 


g weak- 


4 2.2 1 
| ened ; and so had our friends on the opposite 


that apprehension. 


| that 


side. But I never coincided for a moment with 
I knew that the ground 
upon which the Republican party stood was 
not to be shaken. I know it now. I knew 
this Administration was honest in it 
endeavors to promote the material interests of 
this country. I saw by every month’s report 
a disappearing debt anda rising credit. I saw 
men of all parties commending the integrity 
of this Administration. 
the apprehensions of the 
from Massachusetts 
ecies been verified? 
Krom California to the most distant eastern 
States the trumpet that they have blown has 
given forth no uncertain sound. It was heard 
upon the mountains of California, and echoed 
back from North Carolina and the Everglades. 
So it will be again if we ourselves do not 
become indorsers of doubt and filled with 
apprehensions about the manner in which the 
Administration shall be conducted. It is 
strengthened every day; and you need not tell 
me that a committee of this character, that is 
to go out at its own volition to hunt into any- 
thing it pleases, 1s going to strengthen the 
Administration. No, sir; we should stand 
erect with full confidence in the integrity of 
the party ; and though here and there may be 
a case of recreancy and crime, it is no more 
than has blotted society from its earliest in- 
ception to the present moment. Shocking 


: : 
I shared in none ot 
honorable Seuator 


And how have my proph- 


| as it is, yet itis a living fact which all history 


-onfirms, that now and then man’s lower nature 


| gets too strong for him and he yields to temp- 


| 


tation; but so long as the helm of the ship is 
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Mr. SCHURZ. Mr. President, the Senator 
from Nevada, as is well known, is magnificent 
in his oratory, and we all delight in listening 
to the music of his voice. However fond we 
may be of earnest disquisition, we all enjoy 
comedy ; but I fear the usefulness of the jester 
is in most cases confined to the walls of the 
theater. At any rate, however severe some 
of his sayings may appear, yet we readily for- 
give him for the amusement he affords. If 
the Senator is satisfied with the ré/e he plays, 
nobudy else hesany reason to find fault with it. 

Let me treat what he undoubtedly desired 
to represent as argument in a serious way. I 
think it is a general experience that a bad 
cause in extreme cases finds its last resource 
of defense in throwing suspicion upon the 
motives of an Opponent; and thus we bave 
heard in the speech of the Senator from Ne- 
vada not a single word to disprove the facts 
which I have stated, not a single word to 
extenuate the scandals which I have exposed 
in quoting the report of the Committee on 
Retrenchment, but he was simply making an 
attempt to throw suspicion upon my motives, 
as if I had no other object in view but to 
represent a soldier as not entitled to public 
einployment, and the President of the United 
States as being personally interested in the 
carting business at New York. I candidly ask 
the Senate was there a single word in wy 
speech from which the Senator from Nevada, 
with all the arts of oratory of which he is so 
perfect a master, could draw the astounding 
conclusion that I thought a soldier was not, as 
such, as fit a wan for public employment as 
any oneelse? Is it not an inference absolutely 
unwarranted by my words? If there were any 
thing reflecting upon Colonel Leet’s character 
as a soldier in the simple statement | made, 
the colonel indicted himself, as [ will prove by 
simply quoting from his testimony. 

Mr. CONKLING. What page do you read 
from? 

Mr. SCHURZ. 

“*George K. Leet sworn. 

** Question. When did you come to the city? 

_“ Answer. A year ago last spring, with the inten- 
tion of remaining. 

‘Question. From what place ? 

“Answer. From Washington. 

** Question. lave you been a long time resident 
there? 

‘Answer. Yes: I was there sinee 1864, before com- 
ing here. [was an officer in the Army. 

** Question. Were you on General Grant’s staff? 

** Answer. Yes, sir; Lserved with Grant three years. 
** Question. In what business did you engage here? 
“Answer. Bonded warehouse and general-order 


storage.”’ 


y. » ( . 
Page 91: 


‘There it is, Colonel Leet indicting himself, 


aceording to the construction put upon it by 


the Senator from Nevada; and now that Sen- 
ator goes into a wonderful flight of eloquence 
to denounce me, asif I had said something ex 
cessively improper in merely stating the fact 
that Colonel Leet, before he went to New 
York, bad been an officer on General Grant's 
staff. 

Now, a word as to the other charge, that I 
meant to aceuse the White House of being 
connected with the carting business of New 
York ; and here J may allude LO Some eXpres- 


| sions used by the Senator from New York 


[ Mr. ConkKLinG} yesterday. ‘The Senator said 
that the case of ihe general-order business, of 
which I gave some illustrations yesterday in 
my remarks, was virtually closed up by the 
committee in its last report. Yes, sir; the 
committee undoubtedly indulged in the fond 
delusion that the case was whoily finished ; for 
it had some reason to believe that when such 
a scandalous system of robbery the 


Sir, 


as 


#9 


called general-order business administered by 


steady and in strong hands, as it is now, no || 


matter if a sailor drop here and there, sie | 


will reach the haven of success, and no com- 
mittees will save it and no committees hurt it, 


| 


Leet and Stocking, in New York, was exposed 
to public view, the Administration would 
eagerly jump at the chance to put an end to 
the disgrace; but it turns out that the com- 
mittee found themselves greatly mistaken. If 
they really considered the case closed by their 
exposure of it, expecting the Administration 
to apply the necessary remedy without delay, 
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, | 
they were doomed to disappointment; for the } 


same scandalous system of robbery exists to 
this very day in spite of the exposures made 
by the committee ; and I may say that the 
gentlemen who are at the head of that great 
monopoly, Leet and Stocking, are even now 
putting their arms to their elbows into the 


|| day, I understand that. 


pockets of the commercial community of New || 
York by virtue of the privilege they enjoy, in || 


order to fill their own. 

‘I'he Senator from New York asked me yes- 
terday why there was not a bill introduced for 
the purpose of putting astop to these practices. 


Let me say to him that there was no legisla- | 


tion necessary for that purpose, just as, strictly 
speaking, there is no legislation necessary for 
reforming the civil service. The Executive 
had always power enoughtodoit. The abuse 
of the general-order system at New York was 
created by the act of the Executive, by the 


regulations of the New York custom-house, | 


aud the abuse might have been done away with 
by an act of the same Executive, by the regu- 
lations of the same New York custom house, 
without any legislative interference on our 
part. 
been, but it was not. 


It is true | spoke of a power sustaining | 
this scandalous system of robbery, a power || 


It might have been, and it ought to have || 
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erence is merely to the letter alluded to yester- | therefore these people remained. Those are 


else, I should like to know it. 

Mr. SCHURZ. Here is the testimony of 
Mr. Francklyn. 

Mr. CONKLING. About this letter? 

Mr. SCHURZ. About two letters. There 
were two letters—one addressed by the Secre- 
tary to Mr. Grinnell, and one to Mr. Murphy, 
about this very case. 

Mr. SUMNER. That would make three. 
That is ** time and again.”’ 

Mr. CONKLING. AsI understand, there 
were two letters —one to Mr. Grinnell, and one 
to Mr. Murphy. How does that make three? 

Mr. SCHURZ. There would be two, then. 
In the estimation of the Senator would the 


| term ‘‘time and again’’ be applicable to two 


letters? 

Mr. CONKLING. That I do not dispute, 
but when the Senator from Massachusetts as- 
sists my friend by counting two into three, as 


| a matter of arithmetic, it is something that I 


apparently stronger than the Secretary of the | 


Treasury himself. Why did I say so? 
so after having laid before the Senate conclu- 
evidence of the fact that in 
place the most respectable and most highly 


sive 


I said | 


the first | 


respected merchants of New York had de- | 


nounced inunmistakable language the charac- 
ter of the general-order practices. I said so 


after having laid before the Senate evidence | 
that the Secretary of the Treasury himself had | 
pronounced against it after having investigated 


the case by a special commission sent by him- 
self to New York; after having received a 
report disapproving of the system and recom- 
mending the restoration of the old regulations. 
[ therefore said, and I repeat it, when the 
most respected merchants of New York pro- 
test against this system of robbery; when the 
Secretary of the Treasury time and again pro- 
nounces against it, and when still that system 
of robbery is kept alive to this very day, there 
must be a power stronger than decent respect 
to public opinion, there must be a power 
stronger than the Secretary of the Treasury 
himself, to sustain practices which, to the dis- 
advantage of the trade of New York and of 
the public service, which, in defiance of public 
opinion, which, in disregard of the opinion of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, merely serve 
to -_ money intothe pockets of a favored few. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
ator allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. SCHURZ. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. He employs the term 
‘‘which the Secretary of the Treasury has time 
and again disapproved of.’’ Shall we under- 
stand the Senator to assert that the Secretary 


of the Treasury has time and again disapproved | 


of the arrangement which the Senator denom- 
inates an abuse, and has ordered it to be 
changed? 

Mr. SCHURZ. [refer tothe testimony. I 
informed the Senate yesterday that there had 
been a letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury in the hands of the Committee on Retrench- 
ment 

Mr. CONKLING. So the Senator said. 

Mr. SCHURZ. And more particularly in 
the hands of the Senator from New Hampshire, 
- r. Parrerson, | disapproving of this system. 

would ask the Senator from New Hampshire 
once more, whether this is not so? 

Mr. CONKLING. If my honorable friend 
will pardon me, I do not wish any further in- 
formation upon that point, for he stated it fully 
yesterday. I only mean to inquire whether he 
intends now to enlarge his statement, because 
he employs the words that the Secretary has 
**time and again’’ (if I caught his expression) 
directed this to be changed? Now, if the ref- 





i} 
| lector Murphy, as he himself says, rather 





Will the honorable Sen- | 





do not understand. 

Mr. SUMNER. I supposed that the letter 
referred to by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire was a different letter. 1 so understood. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Allow me to state that 
it was simply’a copy of a letter which the Sec- 
retary had addressed to Mr. Murphy on this 
subject, obtained by the committee for the pur- 
pose of publishing it with the report, but which 
accidentally was left out of the report by the 
printer, 

Mr. SUMNER. But was that letter different 
from the two letters referred to in the report? 

Mr. PATTERSON. It was one of the two. 

Mr. SCHURZ. So it appears after all that 


| the Secretary of the Treasury repeatedly (if 


that term suits the Senator from New York 
better) in writing disapproved of this system, 


| and, as the testimony states, wrote about it 





to Collector Grinnell and then again to Col- 


sharply ; and yet in _ of the disapproval 
of the Secretary of the Treasury this abuse 
subsists to this very day. 


Now, sir, I stated yesterday in my remarks, 


that this testimony also shows the following 
things. There are two witnesses 

Mr. PATTERSON. Will my friend allow 
me to make a word of explanation there? 

Mr. SCHURZ. Certainly. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I do it in justice to 
the Secretary of the Treasury ona single point 
in respect to which the Secretary spoke to me 
this morning. He had supposed that the Sen- 
ator from Illinois made the remark, but I think 
it was the Senator from Missouri, that after 
information had been brought to him of pecu- 
lations and frauds in the custom-house at New 
York he had suffered that evil toremain. The 
facts are as follows: after we had partially 
completed, perhaps got half through with our 
investigations, I had occasion to make some 
remarks in the Senate upon the civil service 
reform, and alluded to facts which had been 
brought out in our investigation in the way of 
illustration of my remarks. The Secretary 
saw those remarks and sent me a letter asking 
for the names of those inspectors who had tes- 
tified that they were in the habit of taking 
from twelve to fifty dollars from the agents of 
the steamship companies in order to quicken 
their industry in the discharge of vessels. I 
went to the Treasury and saw the Secretary, 
and told him we had only partially done our 
work in New York, that as soon as we had 
completed that work we should make a report 
of all the names to the Senate, when he could 
use that report. This, you remember, was just 
at the close of the session. I made the report 
only, perhaps, two or three days before the 
close of the session, so that there was not time 
to distribute printed copies upon the tables 
of Senators, and I left immediately after the 
adjonrnment, and had no opportunity to see 
the Secretary in person upon this subject. He 
told me that he had not seen the report, and 








| 
i 


If it is to something || the facts. 


Mr. SCHURZ. Did the Secretary also do, 
before the Senator from New Hampshire that 
he had written these letters? 


Mr. PATTERSON. He did not say a wop, 


| in relation to that. 








Mr. SCHURZ. And by the way, I may gay 
that I did not make the remark which Called 


| forth the Secretary’s explanation, but the Sep. 


ator from I[ilinois did. 
Mr. PATTERSON. He supposed that }}, 
Senator from Illinois did. = 
Mr. TRUMBOLL. If the Senator will a}joy 
me, my remarks are published, and I shou}; 
like to know what remark of mine it is tha 


| the Senator from New Hampshire undertakes 


to controvert ? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Ido not know. The 
Secretary spoke to me this morring in relation 
to this point, and [ said to him that I woy\q 
frankly state to the Senate the facts in relatioy 
to the mattet. He supposed that the Senato; 
had made such a remark. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Ithink it would be very 


| well to know what remark is attributed to me 


I do not understand it. If any remark I haye 
made is incorrect and has done injus'ice to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, I shall be very 
prompt to correct it; but I do not know of 
any remark I have made of that sort. 

Mr. SCHURZ. ‘The Senator made this re 
mark, that there were officers in the custom 
house in New York who were in the habit of 
taking bribes. Was not that it? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Does the Senator from 
New Hampshire undertake to deny the state- 
ment? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Not at all. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator himself ig 
the authority for that statement. He stated it. 

Mr. PATTERSON. And I state it again, 
if it is necessary. I say there are inspectors 
in the custom house at New York who stated 
before the committee under oath that, in vio 
lation of their oath, and in violation of the 
laws of the land, they had taken bribes, and 
that they took bribes every time they discharged 
a vessel ; and the agent of the steamship com- 
pany told me they could not get their vessels 
discharged in time until they had paid this 
money. It is true that the inspector and 
the agent alike committed a violation of the 
law and were both liable to prosecution for 
doing it. 

All that I rose to explain was the relation 
which the Secretary bore to this matter, for | 
do not want to do any injustice to the Secre 
tary, nor, indeed, to anybody else, in relation 


to it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. And I should be very 
sorry to do it. 

Mr. PATTERSON. 
Senator would. 

Mr. SUMNER. I should like to know if 
those men have been continued in office, the 
bribers and the bribed? 

Mr. PATTERSON. I have no knowledge 
of their having been removed. I donot know 
anything about that. 

fr. SCHURZ. Well, sir, at any rate this 
seems to be certain, undeniable, and undenied, 
that there exists a calling, under the name of 
the ‘‘general-order business,’ in New York, 
on the North river, which constitutes a monop: 
oly estimated to be worth from fifty to a hun 
dred thousand dollars to those who enjoy it; 
that this business, as appears from the prin 
cipal merchants of New York, constitutes 8 
system of plunder; that it has been invest 
gated by a special commission sent there by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, whose report 
have before me, and which report bears date 
May 5, 1870; that the system is also strongly 
disapproved of in this report as a great abuse, 
and the restoration of the arrangements pre 
vailing before this Administration came 10 }8 
recommended ; that therefore public opini02, 
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the voice of the mercantile community of New 
York, and the Secretary of the Treasury bimself 
condemn this abuse, and that still, even to 

is very day, 
ts a that since it is thus kept in 
existence there must be a power stronger than 
a decent respect for public sentiment, stronger 
even than the repeatedly expressed opinions 
of the Secretary of the Treasury himself, to 
keep that abuse alive and to put ill-gotten 
profits into the pockets of certain favored 
iudividuals. Is there a Senator on this floor 
who will undertake to deny it? Is there one— 
and I challenge all—who will assert that the 
conclusions I have drawn are not justified by 


it iskeptin existeuce. I went on | 


A. - 
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' without regard to the effect it may have on the || Of reform? We have listened to the most 


interests of any party, and without regard to | 
the likes or dislikes of any person. That, 
and no other, is the aim I pursue. 

I desire, also, to make a remark in reply to 
something that fell from the lips of the Sen- 


| ator from Indiana [Mr. Morron] yesterday. 


He disclosed a most horrible picture of tyran- 
ny to which the operations of the investigat- 
ing committee would most certainly lead if it 


|| were invested with the powers embodied in 


facts, that there must not be such a power? | 


Where is it? ‘ : : ; 
I pointed to the President of the United States. 
No, sir, I did not. I admitted that the tes- 


timony discloses two things: two witnesses | 


swear that Colonel Leet, the man in whose 
hands the principal share of the profits of the 
general-order business falls, declared to them 
that he was supported and sustained by Gen- 
eral Horace Porter at the White House. Col- 
one! Leet denies it, and General Horace Porter 
denies it. They both swear that there is no 
such thing; and so I stated in my speech that 
we have no right to draw any other conclusion. 
[| declared, further, that however readily we 
accept Colonel Leet’s and General Porter’s 
declarations, yet the fact is not changed that 
this system of robbery is sustained down to 
the present day by a power which neither pub- 
lic opinion nor the Secretary of the Treasury 
has been able to influence. Is there any one 
to deny the justice of this conclusion? I would 
ask the Senator from Nevada what will he say 
in reply to this ; what joke he has in extenua- 
tion of itnow? [Laughter. ] 

| now say again, that although the Com- 
mittee on Retrenchment might well have sup- 
posed the case to be disposed of when they 
reported to the Senate at the close of the last 
Congress,-yet that committee may by this 
time be ready to acknowledge their mistake. 
They hada right to expect that even if the 
report of the special commission sent to New 
York in May, 1870, was disregarded, yet on 
the report of a committee appointed by the 
Congress of the United States, whose plain 
testimony spreads the scandalous abuse be- 
fore the eyes of the people, the Adminstra- 
tion would make an effort to put an end to 
it at once. This not having been done, I 
suppose the members of the Committee on 
Retrenchment may have come to the conclu- 
sion by this time that their labors were not 
finished as they should have been. 

Mr. PATTERSON. If the Senator will 
allow me, there seems to be a little misunder- 
standing as to what the ¢ommittee did report, 
[ judge from the tenor of this discussion. They 
reported two things: first, that the general- 
order business should return to its old chan- 
nels; that goods going on to the dock under 
general order should go into the warehouse 
immediately from the dock ; secondly, we re- 
ported that a special committee should be 
appointed to take the customs laws of the coun- 
try into consideration, and report a bill by 
which those laws should be so revised as to 
prevent those frauds and to facilitate the work 
of the custom-house. 

Mr. SCHURZ. Precisely. What I mean 
to say is this: the members of the Committee 
on Retrenchment may have come to the con- 
clusion that whatever may have been in con- 
templation by the investigation, the investiga- 
tion has not yet touched bottom; and I am 
very glad to conclude, from the nodding of my 
'riend from New Hampshire, that he seems to 
entertain the same opinion. 

OW, sir, my motives have been reflected 
upon, and we have been asked what objects 
we pursue. Iam ready to tell the Senate in 
a few words, My object is to uncover, to 
enounce, and to have corrected any and every 
abuse wherever I can lay my hand upon it, 


42p Cone. 2p Sess.—No. 9. 


The Senator from Nevada says | 





a 


the amendment of the Senator from Illinois. 
It is just as if we were discussing an entirely 
new thing; as if the Committee on Retrench- 
ment, invested with just such powers, had 


| never been heard of in this body; as if it had 


never held a single sitting; as if it had never 


/ conducted a single inquiry and investigation ; 


| the Senate had never acted upon its sugges- 





| 


| Congress. 


| corruption. 


as if it had never reported to this body: as if 


_ 


tions. We have witnessed and sustained the 
exercise of these very same powers, verbatim 
et literatim, for the last five years of our his- 
tory. The Committee on Retrenchment held | 


a meeting almost every week, and was almost |) 


continually engaged in some investigation | 
under the very eyes of both Houses of Con- 
gress, and never, not a single time during those 
five years, have those immense dangers been | 
discovered which we are now threatened with 
in such thrilling language, if we continue to 
do what we have been doing for five long years. 
Not once has there been a whisper in this 
Chamber or in the other about any abuse of 
these powers which the Committee on Re- 
trenchment might have been guilty of. Nota 
single person has been discommoded in his 
private affairs ; the rights of nobody have been 
violated. Nay, there has not even been a sin- 
gle complaint of anybody being dragged betore 
that Star Chamber, as it is callednow. Only 
once, that I remember, were the proceed- 
ings of that committee called in question, and 
that was when the committee rendered its 
report about the very abuses in the New York 
custom-house of which I have just been speak- 
ing ; and mark you, that was one of the very 
few instances when the committee did conduct 
an investigation in pursuance of a resolution 
of the Senate. Allthose investigations which 
were conducted by the committee of its Own 
motion, the investigation concerning the transit 
route, the investigation concerning the postal 
contracts in Texas, and many others, have 
never given rise even to a whisper of censure. 
And now we are suddenly told that the lib- 
erties of the American people will be in danger 
if we continue to do what all the Senators 
using that extravagant language have been 
voting for from 1866 to the opening of this 
Is it not an astonishing spectacle? 
Whence this bugbear which is raised before 
oureyes? What flimsy material is it made of? 

And here I must refer to the Senator from 
Nevada once more. However glowing in his 
language, he is not quite correct in his facts. 
He said that about a year ago by common con- 
sent the Committee on Retrenchment was dis- 
continued. He is very muchinerror. During 
the whole first Congress of this Administration 
the Committee on Ketrenchment was in exist- 
ence, and during that time it rendered some 
of its best services. It was dropped last spring, 
not by common consent, for several movements 
were made here to revive it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Why did you not make 
the motion? 


Mr. SCHURZ. 


We did move the matter, 


and several times mentioned the matter in | 


debate. ; 
The Senator from Indiana yesterday said 





something which I think is worth considering. | 


He said: 

**T am not mistaken about the whole drift of this 
debate. It has been to show that there is corrup- 
tion existing under this Administration, and gross 


upon the Republican party.” 


i 


‘A reflection upon the Republican party!”” | 


_fervid protestations in this debate time and 
again. There is not a Senator on this floor, 
it appears, who will not be glad and happy to 
disclose corrupt practices and to see them cor 
rected. So we hear. The ery for reform is 
general and enthusiastic among us, and yet 
when a member of this body does attempt to 
lay bare a gross abuse existing in this Govern 
| ment, at once we are reprovingly told, ‘* This 
is done for the purpose of hurting the Repub- 
liean party.”’ Gentlemen, either the party is 
not what you pretend it to be, a party of reform, 
or the party should, instead of repelling the 
denunciation of abuses, rather encourage that 
spirit which will prompt members of the party 
| fearlessly and without hesitation, whenever 
they find a wrong in this Government, to dis 
close it before the eyes of the country. 
| Much has been said about the Hodge case, 
and how promptly Hodge was punished. The 
| Hodge case seems to have become the stalk 
ing- horse of those who find nothing but virtue 
in the Government service. Hodge was pun- 
ished promptly, and it was right; it would 
have been a great scandal had he not been 
punished promptly and severely. Ido not see 
any extravagance of virtue in that, nor in the 
other cases of punishment promptly inflicted 
upon evil-doers. It is simply right. If we 
go into a paroxysm of enthusiasm over case 
like these, is it not asif there were so depraved 
a public sentiment that we had aright to be 
astonished ourselves and to challenge public 
admiration when a simple act of justice is 
done? It was simply right ou the part of the 
Administration to punish those men, and | 
accord to the act the full credit which it 
deserves; but it was nothing more than right. 

On the other hand, a case has been shown, 
also, in which the Administration has not been 
as prompt to do its duty. I refer to the abuse 
| have denounced. That the Administration 
did right in the Hodge case and similar emer- 
gencies is no reason why a dereliction of duty 
in another matter should be overlooked. it 
we are a party of reform, while being ready 
to recognize all the good that is done we 
should not be unwilling to denounce all the 
bad thingsthat aretolerated. If you want your 
Administration to be such as it ought to be 
and what you want it to be you must convince 
it that its shortcomings do not escape your 
attention. You do not serve it as true friends 
if you denounce those who strive to set it right 
as its enemies. 

I, for my part, as the Senator from Nevada 
hastaken the troukle to tell you, am in favor 
of reform; and let me assure you | am in dead 
earnest. In my eyes an abuse is an abuse, 
@ wrong is a wrong, whoever may be responsi- 
ble for it, friend or foe, and | am determined 
to call things by their right names. If we 
are sincerely in favor of reform, this is the way 
to achieve it. 

To judge from the lecture delivered to us by 
the Senator from Nevada, we are living in the 
most perfect state of society that ever existed 
in human history. In fact, it would seem our 
mere existence constitutes a sweeping reform- 
ation of the universe He may believe so; | 
do not. We have fallen a littletoo much into 
the habit of extolling our own virtue by com- 
paring our perfections with the vices of our 
opponents. Let us take care, or it will be the 
story of the pot calling the kettle black, and 
the kettle replying, ‘‘ but you are blacker.’’ 

I remember to have found in the New York 
Evening Post, last summer, a very striking 
illustration of the present state of parties. A 
Republican newspaper, commenting on the 
municipal nominations made by the Repub- 
| lican party in an eastern city, made the follow- 








It 
|| ing remark : 
The drift of this debate is a reflection 


| 

“Tt is true our nominations are not what they 

ought to be; still we denounce as faithless to the 
»arty those Republican newspapers who threaten to 
olt, for we nay congratulate the community upon 

the fact that the Democratic nominations are still 


| How so? Do we not all profess to be in favor |) worse.” 
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It was a matter of congratulation to one 
party that although itself was bad, the other 
party was still worse! Gentlemen, I consider 
that a depraved state of political morals; and 
if we attempt to live and prosper on the short- 
comings of our opponents, we shall certainly 
not achieve those reforms which the people so 
earnestly demand. 

Mr. President, | was called out by the re- 
marks made by the Senator from Nevada. I 
had already given up replying to what yester- 
day had fallen from the Senator from New 
York, because I did not desire to prolong this 
debate. But the classical jokes coming from 
far off Nevada exercised so electrifying au 
influence upon me that I could not resist. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. President, we were 
informed by the honorable Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Witson] that there was much 
feeling in the country, and, if I mistake not 
his language, that millions of people are receiv- 
ing the impression that there is a desire on the 
part of Senators here to cover up and shield 
the shortcomings of this Administration. I 


think it is literally and emphatically true that | 


such an impression has gone out to the coun- 


| frittered away? 


tion with the Senate, and then, if it is so inde- 
pendent in its present attitude, it might become, 
in its release from any connection with us, so 
independent that I should love it for its very 
audacity. 
ing says: 

“The opponents to the revival of the joint com- 
mittee base their action on the ground thatitscham- 
pions intend, should they be successful, to get up 
needless investigations. for the purpose of throwing 
dirt upon the action of the Administration, with a 
view of creating a false public opinion.’’ 

This organ, as I might call it, of our party 
in this Chamber charges literally, without nam- 
ing them, that the Senator from I]}linois, [Mr. 
TrumMBULL, | and the Senator from Missouri, 
[ Mr. Scuurz, ] who have led in this discussion, 
intend, if they can get up this committee, ‘*‘ to 
throw dirt upon the Administration, and create 
a false public opinion.’’ Has it come to this, 
that we are to be thus charged, to be thus 


{Laughter.] That paper this morn- | 


denounced, to have our reputations as worthy | 
| members of the great Republican party thus 


| evident and palpable as that we all talk of it 


try. Yesterday evening the honorable Senator || 


from Indiana, [Mr. Morron ]—and I have had 
it upon my notes ever since it was uttered— 
said: 

“T am not mistaken about the whole drift of this 
debate. 
tion existing under this Administration, and gross 
corruption,” 

Certainly, that is jast what I mean when | 
enter into this debate; but to the other part 
of the proposition of the honorabie Senator I 
plead not guilty: 

“ The drift of this debate is a reflection upon the 
Republican party.”’ 

No, sir; I believe the Republican party is 
worthy yet to be redeemed from the curse that 


It has been to show that there is corrup- || 


rests upon it to-day on account of the mistakes 


of the Administration and the corruption and 
downright plundering of dishonest officehold- 
ers. 1 stand here for the purification of the 
Republican party; but I do plead guilty to 
that other charge, that I believe there is cor- 
ruption, deep and damning and festering, all 
through this Administration of ours. I believe 
that, and I have uttered it. 

The bonorable Senator from Nevada, [ Mr. 
Nye, ] with all the blandishments of external 
oratory for which he is so famous, treated us toa 
high flown description of the purity of the party 
at the present time, and also congratulated the 
country that so little of peculation had eccurred. 
He caused me to remember the prayer of the 
Chaplain from your desk, sir. on the first morn- 
ing of the present session, when he thanked the 
Supreme Kuler of the universe that although the 
cyclone—he called it the cyclone [laughter ]— 
had passed over the land, there was more left 
than had been taken. [Laughter.] I come 
here to plant myself beside the Chaplain and 
to change the tenor of the prayer and refer it 
to my party, andI am thankful that although 
the cyclone of corrupion has been passing 
over it, there is a litthe more left than was 
taken. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. President, we have had not only the 
language of the Senator from Indiana on the 
subject, but we have heard from the Chronicle, 
a paper known to most of the members of 
this body, for it has, according to tradition, I 
believe, become an established fact that who- 
ever edits the Chroricle ought either to be the 
Secretary of the Senate or an officer of the 
body. |Laughter.} When the old Secretary 
of the Senate used to sit at that desk and de- 
liver his fulminations morning after morning 
to us in the Chronicle, telling us what was our 
duty, I sometimes thought he was transcend 
ing the rules of propriety, especially while 
Governor Bullock’s money was running through 
the editorialsofthe paper. I therefore thought 
this morning, when I read the article which I 
am abont to read to you from the Chronicle, 
that perhaps it might be just as well if that 
paper was entirely pevared from any connec: 


here, and the press carries it everywhere, and 
the people read it everywhere, if we undertake 
to ask a legitimate reform, are we to be told, 
‘* You are warring upon the Administration ?’’ 


| Sir, if the Administration is that corrupt com- 


bination and concentration of rascality we are | 


| fighting it. 


We are told that we are hostile to the head 
of the party. Look at that. May I not, as an 
honest Republican, be allowed to suppose that 
there might be a Senator on this floor bet- 
ter qualified to control the destinies of. this 
nation,as a President even,than the intellectual 


Colossus who now sits in the White House? || chair,] you may tax your ingenuity to the 


{Laughter.] And yet if | hold an opinion of 
that kind, am I to be denounced as entirely 
opposing the interests of my party? Has it 
come to this, that we have only one standard- 


bearer and only one man under whom we can | 
| marshal and be loyal? 


have mercy on you on the great muster-day. 
{[Laughter.] If gentlemen wish to press me 
on that question and desire especially to un- 
derstand what I mean, if I am not sufficiently 


explicit, on demand they can have the satisfac- | 


| tion, 


| that was intensely in earnest, and their actions | 


Now, sir, let me call your attention to one 
fact. Five years ago we had a Senate here 


indicated their zeal and their determination. 
They said, ‘‘We fear that there is corruption in 
the Administration ; we fear that appointments 
are made for corrupt considerations; we fear 
that too many oflices are merely sinecures ; 


we fear that men are removed from office for | 


no other reason in the world than that they 


hold views perhaps adverse to those of other | 


men.’’ That independent Senate, that able 
Senate, having a due appreciation of the rights 
of men—for when you take from me the 
right to think and utter my sentiments and to 
make an effort to control those whose intel- 
leets I may be able to reach with my argu- 
ments, you degrade me beneath the dignity 
of a machine—that Senate, fearing that those 
undue influences were abroad in the couniry, 


_ determined that they would do something to 


right the wrong. That Senate was in earnest. 


If that is so, God | 


When the corruption is so |, 





That Senate I think was, generally, honest. | 


They said they were, and they therefore pro 


_vided for a committee of investigation, and 


they wrote it down in the words and figures as 
follows: 


“And that said committee be instructed to inquire 
into the expenditures in all branches of the service 
of the United States, and to report whether any aud 
what offices ought to be abolished; whether any and 
what salaries or allowances ought to be reduced; 
what are the methods of procuring accountability 
in public officers or agents in the care and disburse- 
ments of pubiic moneys; whether moneys have been 


paid out illegally; whether any officers or agents | 


or other persons have been or are employed in the 
public service without authority of law or unneces- 
sarily; and generally how and to what extent the 


expenses of the service of the country may and | 


ought to be curtailed. ; 
“And also to consider the expediency of so amend- 


| ing the laws under which appointments tothe public 
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| the recess of Congress, to send for 
| papers, and to report by bill or otherwise.” 





Decembe 


rl4 





service are now made as to provide for the selon: 
of subordinate officers after due examinati,.” 
proper boards; their continuance in office du by 
specified terms, unless dismissed upon char oe 
ferred and sustained before tribunals designated f, 
that purpose; and for withdrawing the public oe 
vice from being used as an instrument of politic, 
or party patronage. — 
* That said committee be authorized to sit dur, 
persons af 


That was the action of a Senate that wag ;, 
earnest, and determined that it would do some. 
thing to ferret out the great wrongs tha 
supposed existed. Now the Senator fo. 
lilinois comes forward here and brings in the 
same identical resolution that was passed jy 
the Senate at that time—nothing more yy, 
nothing less. We see at once opposition mag 
to the passage of the resolution in that for», 
and a substitute is brought in for it, and gey. 


_tlemen on each side of the Chamber have th¢, 


preferences, a very large number for the ro, 
olution of the Senator from Illinois, and , 
very large number contending for the regoly 
tion of the Senator from Rhode Island, wii). 
out the resolution of the Senator from Illinois 
being appended to it as an amendment, |; 
no amendment is made to it the resolution o) 


the Senator from 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Rhode Island. 

Mr. TIPTON. Rhode Island—I wish thy 
State was larger; it is hard to think of jt 
name, [laughter |—will read as follows: 

Resolved, That a standing committee of seven 
to be known as the Committee of Investigation ay 
Retrenchment, be created to investigate and repor 
on such subjects as may be committed to it by th, 
Senate. 


Now, Mr. President, [Mr. Ramsey in the 





pare 


utmost—and any man representing a State ip 


which Duluth exists is ingenious and hasa 


fine apprehension—and you will not be able 
to find by that resolution that it mean: 
retrenchment, or that it contemplates inves: 
igation. It does not contain a single word, 
it does not contemplate one single thought ou 
the subject of retrenchment, good, bad, or 
indifferent. What is it? 

Resolved, That a standing committee of seven, 
to be known as the Committee of Investigation and 
Retrenchment— 

That is to be the name of the committee, 
It is to have a name, and that 1s all there is 
about it. It is to be called the Committee of 
Investigation and Retrenchment. Is it! 
retrench? We do not know. Is it to invest 
igate? Wecannot tell. But what will it do 
It will ‘‘report on such subjects as may be 
committed to it by the Senate.’ When they 
get it on the track of investigation, then itw 
be an investigating committee. When th: 
run it out on the chute of retrenchment, it wi 
be a retrenchment Committee. When the 
put it on any other track. it will derive it 
name from the service in which it is engage! 
and then performing. 

But there is no question whatever about the 

roposition presented by the Senator from 

\linois as an amendment to that nonentity 
It says emphatically and positively that the 
investigation shall be made i: the directio! 
where these wrongs are likely to be found 
The other resolution says the commit’ 
shall be called a committee of investigr 
tion and retrenchment, and then it shall uc 
be either and it shall not be anything excep! & 
the Senate shall press it into service and sen! 
out on its mission. It is to be known as the 
Committee of Investigation and Retrenchme: 
How will its authors be known? Will the 
be known as LL.D.’s, doctors of laws 
They will be known by the initials H. ». 
T. D. I.—* how not to do it.” [Laughter 
That will be their title before the county 
Their intentions may be very good; they me 
feel a determination to make a most thoroug! 
investigation; but when they vote down § 
resolution, as I fear, unfortunately for ‘he 
country, they will vote it down, that sas 
investigation, that means investigation, tha 


‘ * 
ee ao pas 
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for persons and 


then they will have this innocent lamb-like com- | 


mittee of theirs to go abroad when they furnish 
it with teeth or when its horns shall be suffi- 
ciently protruded ; and I say that that will be 


a perfect and entire and unqualified evasion | 
‘ , 


on their part of the whole matter of the invest- 
ee atthe honorable Senator from Nevada says 
that so far as this question is concerned the 
necessity for the descriptive part of the res- 
olution of the Senator from Illinois has passed 
by. What is that ? The first clause of it is: 
“And that said. committee be instructed to inquire 
into the expenditures in all branches of the service 
of the United States, and to report whether any 


and what offices ought to be abolished; whether 
any and what salaries or allowances ought to be 


reduced. 

The voluminous report of the Committee on 
Retrenchment that 1 now hold in my hand 
shows that there are numerous officers in one 
single locality, the custom-house in New 
York, who perform no duty, who report daily 
by order, but have never performed duty. 
This report sums up a loss to the Government 


of probably more than fifty thousand dollars in | 


the opinion of one witness, money paid for no 
service whatever. I find in this report that 
one of these unfortunate men who obtained a 
position and was sent out to do service with a 
comrade who was engaged in keeping a drink- 


it 
directs investigation, that authorizes sending | 
papers in the investigation, | 





| [laughter ;] but when he uttered those burning, 


truthful words; when he so vindicated the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts [Mr. Sumner] less 


| than a year ago; when he so denounced the | 


infamy that he thought had got control of men 
in high places, when that honorable Senator 
was deposed from the chairmanship of a com- 
mittee; when he uttered that in the ‘‘ Press,”’ 
one of his ‘‘two papers, both daily,’’ I was so 
gratified at the stamina of the man that | 
almost gave myself over to weeping when the 


| President went to Philadelphia and came back 
| and Forney was made the collector of the port 


of Philadelphia. Then I supposed he was 
sold. I never expected to hear any further 
denunciation from him of what I thought was 
a-great wrong upon the dignity of the Senate, 
upon the rights of a Senator, and upon the 
dignity of individual man. Therefore I want 
a committee to watch him. I included the 
custom-house in Louisiana because I did not 


having accomplished my object. [Laughter. ] 
But, sir, | desire to retain also the second 


| proposition contained in the resolution of the 


| other persons, have 


ing-house on the Harlem road came to a || 


gentleman and begged him to give him some- 
thing todo. ‘* Why,’’ said he, have you not 
a position?’? ‘*Oh yes, I have an appoint- 
ment.’’ ‘*Are you drawing asalary?’’ ** Yes, 
I am drawing a salary, but I have nothing 
to do, and I am losing my self-respect on 
account of it, and I hope, therefore, that 
you willgive me something that I cando.’’ The 
meaning of this was, ‘Give me something 
to do that I can stay in my position or at my 
desk and seem to be at work.’’ Said he, ‘‘I 
will work for a charitable institution if you 
will only let me have the work to do.’’ Yes, 
sir, here we have the case narrated of an ofli- 


cer of the Government having nothing to do, | 


and ashamed of himself because he was there 
from day to day and from month to month 
sitting in his solitude, asking to have some 


charity work furnished him in order to employ || 


himself, and that he might not utterly forget 
how to work while he was in the Government 
employ. Sir this report is nota very old one. 
I find that it was presented to the Senate March 
3, 1871. I presume the memory of gentlemen 


honorable Senator from Illinois. 


He says he 
wants this committee to inquire— 


What are the methods of procuring accountability 
in public officers or agents in the care and disburse- 
ment of public moneys; whether moneys have been 
paid out illegally; whether any officer or agents, or 
been or are employed in the 
public service without authority of law or unne- 
cessarily; and generally how and to what extent the 
expenses of the service of the country may and 
ought to be curtailed. 


The honorable Senator from Nevada says 


the occasion has passed by when we want a || 
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scrutiny into the manner in which disburse- | 
ments are made under this Government. I | 


think not. I think the hour is just dawning, 
and now is, in which if we ever wanted such 
a committee we want it now. How did it 


happen—we must know it and the country, 


must know it—how did it happen that the de- 


falcation of Hodge could extend to nearly | 


half a million dollars, and yet, with all the vigil- 
ance of the officers of the Treasury, not be 


discovered through so many years? How did it | 


occur inthe disbursements of the Treasury that 
rigbt in the Treasury itself, right in the cash- 
room, right in the vaults of the Treasury, there 
were men who were preying upon the Treasury, 
rather than praying for the Treasury, and who 


| have at last confessed their crimes and are to 


be brought to justice? I impugn the charac- 


| ter of no officer there, but I say the vigilance 


on the other side can run back that far—March || 


38, 1871. 
on record, and while the very first clause of 


While we have such a report as this | 


the resolution of the Senator from Illinois pro- || 


vides for looking into that state of affairs, 
the honorable Senator from Nevada, with all 
that placidity which characterizes him, comes 
inand says, ‘*The occasion has passed by ; 
all is lovely, and the bird of Jove soars heaven- 
ward.’’ [ Laughter. ] 

_ [want this committee organized, and I want 
it to possess that power which was so eflica- 
clous In exposing corruption in the custom- 
house at New York. I want it because there 


of such an honest, faithful Treasurer as Gen- 
eral Spinner was not able to detect it, and if 
he was not able, I say let him have all the 
ability, all the scrutiny, and all the power that 
the Congress of the United States can give 
him. 

We want no more Hodge defalcations; we 
want no more leaks right in the Treasury 
itself, without looking into them, if we are 
true to the people. Therefore that clause of 
the honorable Senator’s resolution which calls 
for an investigation of that kind is in place, is 
necessary, and ought not to be voted down by 
2 Republican Senate that wishes to save the 


| very large remnant of the Republican party. 


18 a custom-house in New Orleans, with all def- || 


erence to the Senator from Louisiana, [ Mr. 


KEeLLoae, ] and I mean no reflection on him. I | 


Want it because there is a custom house in 
Philadelphia also ; and while I have great re- 
spect for the collector of customs there, I have 
this to say, that the circumstances of his ap- 


pointment, if I know anything about them, | 


are so unfavorable to him as that I would 
wish him to be watched, not scrutinized, not 


pertinaciously followed, but simply watched. 
{ Laughter. ] 


I must explain why I have that feeling toward | 


the collector of customs at Philadelphia. I 
may havea little animosity toward him because 
of his conduct toward my venerable friend from 

ennsylvania [Mr. Cameron] in olden times, 


The third proposition which the Senator 
from Illinois offers to the Senate, and which I 
fear may be voted down, is this: 

_ And also to consider the expediency of so amend- 
ing the laws under which appointments to the pub- 
lie service are made as to provide for withdrawing 
the public service from being used as an instrument 


| of political or party patronage. 


party I have some experience. 


Mr. President, on this subject of the pat- 
ronage being prostituted to the benefit of a 
I have helped 
heretofore to give direction to public patron- 
age; but when I look back and see the man- 
ner in which we have had to do it in order to 
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to the condition of things in that respect in 
the little State of Nebraska. It illustrates 
uncomfortably close the proposition under dis: 
cussion. 

When my first colleague and myself came 
here as Senators we found Republicans in 
office all over the State of Nebraska, and though 
they were the appointees of Andrew John 
son, they were our fellow- Republicans, losing 
no part of the confidence of the people because 
they held the offices. We thought we must 
have the patronage, and that, let itcome from 
what source it might, we needed the patronage. 
We were out of the material that the boy was 
in pursuit of when he declared that he had an 
appetite and there was great destitution in 
the family larder; and therefore we, ourselves, 
when we came to the Senate, had to see to turn 
ing out all the Republican officers in our State. 


| Two years after | received a reélection. Then 


i | that class who had gone in two years before 
wish to be invidious, and I now release it, || 


had to go tothe slaughter-block, politically, in 
order to give place to my friends that had 
aided me to position a second time. While 
they were there reveling in the spoils of office 
for twenty-four months, in comes my colleague 
to my right, elected by a new set of loyal Re- 
publicans; and now we must turn out my sec: 
ond class of friends to be loyaland keep pace 
with the interests of the party in its demands 


| on what I think to-day is a very mistaken 


policy. And here | stand, saying to my col- 
league, ‘‘ Go forward, enthrone your friends, 
bury mine out of sight; only permit me to 
close my ears and bandage my eyes, so that 
{ shall not hear the aah of the rifle that 
drops them to the dust or see their bodies 
swing from the political gibbet.’’ (Laughter. | 
It had to be done. It was necessary under 
the system of party caucuses and party appli- 
ances, and it had tobedone. If it was proper 
here to-day, I would make respectful mention 


| of those gentlemen by name, in order that they 


might go upon the records, and if there is no 
political salvation for them otherwise, save 
the Globe. [Laughter.] But time 
would not serve me; and I say what has oc- 
curred in my State is a transcript of what has 
occurred in your State, [Mr. Ramsey in the 
chair, ] only that you have not been crowding 


| the elections of Senators so close, for your 


terms are six years. 

Then | say there must be an amendment in 
this matter, and our people, honest men, true 
men, devoted men, when they come to the 
public service, must know that virtue and 
fidelity will be rewarded, and that every twenty 
four months they are not to beremoved simply 
for political expediency merely. IT aminclined 
therefore to say, ‘Touch no man but for spe- 
cial cause; bar the gates of the Departments 
in behalf of those who now occupy them, rather 
than continue this everlasting slaughter- house 
of honest men.”’ 


On this subject my heart is full. I have 


| seen the operation of the present system; | 


have understood it. I have been myself a 
clerk in one of the Departments under this 
Government in this city when, had I not had 
the confidence of such a man as Governor 
Corwin and such a man as Hon. Thomas 
Ewing, whose memory is dear to the American 
people to-day, I would have had necessarily 
to consent to become a puppet, a slave in my 


| own estimation, or lose my place. 


So much on that point. I understand slightly 
the system of removals and appointments. If 
I dared to go into appointments that have been 
made for the purpose of trammeling Senators, 


| of throwing obstructions in the pathway of 


Senators, of retaliating upon Senators’ friends ; 
if I dared undertake to uncover the record 
upon that subject, and then refer to the State 


of New York, to the State of Arkansas, and 


be loyal to our Republican constituency and | 
loyal to our party, I stand amazed at the fact | 


that I ever could have consented to it. 


Tt will | 


do you no harm, my fellow-Senators, to refer | 


to the State represented by that Senator who 
has just left my side, from Alabama; if | could 
refer properly in this place to all these and to 
my own State besides, perbaps we should have 
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a very lively and interesting performance be- 
fore we leave this Chamber. [Laughter.] I 
have notes before me: but I am admonished 
to proceed. 
‘Then comes the last proposition, that which 
some force, some power, some effi- 
cacy to this committee, ae. that they may 
send for persons and papers. When it is pro- 
posed to give power to send for persous and 


would give 


papers, Senators who have lived heretofore 
apparently for no other purpose, having no 
visible means of occupation except sending 
for persons and papers, throw themselves 


into an attitade of perfect horror. Grasping 
the Constitution of the country they exclaim, 
‘* What! send for persons and papers when 
this declares that men’s 
persons and papers shall wot be subject to un- 
necessary seizures!’’ These are necessary 
seizures, or else there can never occur a set 
of circumstances that would admit it. No, 
that is so much for declamation and so much 
for the prairies and the intelligent men in the 
back country. [Laughter. ] 

If these propositions contained in 
amendment are voted down, what will the 
unsophisticated people think about this? Will 
they think for one single moment that there is 
not something wrong, something suspicious? 
The President of the United States has spoken 
in behalf of reform. 
the platform of reform. 
from Illinois i 
as I 


blessed docunvent 


ranged on the same platform, 
understand him. I think the Senator 


from Missouri has been there preoccupying it | 


so long that if a platform could be cultivated 
he might as a preémptor take possession of 
it. Now, when we come to that position and 
begin to sustain the President in the matter 
of reform, if a majority of the Senate who are 
par excellence the friends, the keepers of the 
Administration, shall go back upon it, there is 
no reasonable construction that the people 
could make of the whole matter except this: 
they will ask, ‘‘Is there a little arrangement 
by which the President is to commit in his 
message the party to reform; and then 
there a little understanding that his special 


Is 


friends in the Senate will hold back in the | 


traces and let him have the glory of the 
reform and they never let the people have 
the benefit of the reform?’’ Of course there 
is nothing of this kind intended; but [ fear 
the gentlemen will be placed in a false posi- 
tion, and being a lover of humanity, I would 
not willingly see them slaughtered. 

Now, why should the Chronicle have been 
alarmed and suppose that it would be in the 


the | 


I stand by his side on | 
| think the Senator | 


power of the Senator from Missouri and the | 


Senator from lIilinois to get control of this 


committee, and cast dirt upon the Adminis: | 


tration? Is there not a majority of us here; 
or, where we are all on one side, can we talk 
about majorities at all? These Democratic 
members 
mission simply. [ Laughter. ] Would they have 
any right to seats in the Senate of the United 
States unless they subscribed to our creed, 
which I trust in good time they will all do? 
{ Laughter. } 


look upon as here by our kind per- | 


I say we are a majority here, and | 


we can organize this committee, therefore, so | 


that neither the Senator from Missouri nor 
any other Senator can get such a degree of 


control of it as to injure the Republican party. | 


Such men must not have prominent positions 
upon it, and so far as I am concerned they 
shall not have these important. positions upon 
it; and yet the papers in advance of the action 
here have prepared the public mind for any- 
thing that shall be done in order that the coun- 
try may be saved from the calamity of two or 


three Senators who are designated getting the | 


control of the committee. 
The honorable Senator from New York yes- 


terday laid it down as a general proposition | 


that the strength of the Republican party con- 
sisted in its willingness to expose frauds among 
its own members, 


I think I quote him cor: | 


} 
} 


| rectly. 


I used to agree with him; but I tried 
that once. Not very long since an office- 
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holder of my State received a renomination, || 


and I went into the contest against him, but 
he was elected. I thought that I could not 
apply to him the prayer of the Chaplain that 
he had left more than he had carried off, for 


I thought he had taken it all and left the peo- | 


= nothing of their school fund. I opposed 


1im on the basis laid down by the honorable | 


Senator from New York, believing that the 
purity of my party demanded the effort. I 
was overwhelmed; but the agitation produced 


| the action of the Legislature one year ago, 
| and that officer was impeached, and he was 
| removed when the charges were proven which 





| ronage.”’ 


I used against him. 

But in my own State first [ was informed 
that according to the manner in which offices 
were awarded on the rule of fidelity to party 
in this country, if I did not desist I would be 


read out of the party in the city of Washing- | 
Well, now, we want the capital out West. | 


ton. 
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ated their contemplated resurrection. 
wing us in their resolution a political eo 
shrouded and coffined, hereafter 


They 
rpse, 
to be An 


mated with a very lamb-like soul which sho) 


only receive its retrenchment authority whe, 
the honorable Senator from New York, [y, 
ConkKLING, ] standing by its temporary tom), 
in the majestic attitude of a Republican dei, 
shall infuse life into it and bid it go fon) 
Sleep is to be the rule, and breathing aj, 
moving in this land of ours is to be the excep. 
tion, of their Committee on Retrench ment ay) 
Reform. 7 

Sir, I have done what I could to present th. 
views which | have on this subject; but if we 
are overruled here, we have the consolatig, 
of knowing that, perhaps, clear-headed ho». 
esty, pure-hearted integrity, unskilled in th, 


| wiles of the politician and the necessities oj 


But I did not recognize the existence of Wash- | 


ington yet in the State of Nebraska, and my 
simple response was, ‘* Washington has nothing 
to do with me; let the authorities in Washing- 
ton mind their business and I will take care of 
mine.’’ But though I have been sustained in 
that infidelity to my party in opposing a man 
who, for the crimes I charged on him, has 
been convicted and removed by impeachment, 
I was told on Pennsylvania avenue, ‘‘ You 


have been reported to headquarters, and you | 


will be discarded in the distribution of pat- | 
I have not yet recovered from that | 


charge; I am not yet extricated from that | 


| position. 


| exerted in this land when there is a degree of 


| independence that becomes offensive to men | 
| in very exalted positions. 


those points at the present time. 


Mr. President, [I think, in conclusion, that | 


when the honorable Senator from Illinois pre- 


| sented his amendment here; when I remem- 


bered that an earnest, active, not a know-noth- 
ing Senate, but a working, determined Senate 
five years ago had passed the same identical 
resolution he offered; when I saw the great 
necessity for the continuance of the committee, 
when the voluminous record of testimony taken 


by it with regard to the New York custom- | 


_ house was ventilated to the Senate by distin- 
guished Senators for two days, | was justified | 
in supposing that we should come together, and | 


that we would yet pass the resolution with the 


I understand how party power is | 


We are discussing | 


amendment of the Senator from Illinois. I || 


did not suppose that a proposition which had || 


been so dear heretofore to distinguished Sen- 


ators, that a proposition which had been aided | 


and sustained by them, would be ignored at | 
the present time when the leaks in the Treas- | 


ury were as large asthey had been. I did not 


| anticipate that they would thus be willing to 


go back, as I thought, upon what was custom 


here, if not imperative customs, that where | 
there was evidence of such frauds full power | 


should be given to sift them. It has happened 
within the last fifteen or twenty minutes in 
this Chamber that the information is given to 
us that even the chairman of the committee 


| that presented this exposé of corruption in New 
| York is not aware that the men have ever yet 


been removed, though the testimony showed 


| that they were in the habit of receiving abso- 
| lute and naked bribes. 


With all these facts before us, I could not 


suppose but what these gentlemen would sus- | 


tain the proposition with eloquence, with 
power, with determination, and that if other 
men faltered, they never could falter. 


corruptions were finally ferreted out and pun- 


| ished in the land they would desire that their 





graves should be but slightly filled in order that 
hereafter they might come back, if possible, 
and help to complete the whole of the day’s 
work. But, instead of that, they have antici- 


Thada | 
right to suppose that if they died before all the || 





hard-pressed partisan leaders, may some time 


'come to the conclusion that, though we loge 


the cause to-day, we shall yet gain it in tha 
better time coming. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wy 
son in the chair.) The question is on the 
amendment of the Senator from Lilinois, [ Mr, 
TRUMBULI. } 

Mr. SUMNER called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, 
resulied—yeas 24, nays 35; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Blair, Casserly, 
Cooper, Davis of West Virginia, Fenton, Hamiltoy 
of Maryland, Johnston, Kelly, Logan, Patterson, 
Robertson, Saulsbury, Schurz, Stevenson, Stockton, 
Sumner, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, West, 
and Wilson—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Boreman,Brown- 
low, Buckingham, Caldwell, Cameron, Carpenter 
Chandler, Clayton, Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, Ei- 


| munds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Frelinghuy. 
| sen, Gilbert, Hamlin, 


litcheock, Howe, Kellogg, 
Lewis, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye. Osborn, 
Pomeroy, Pratt, Ramsey, Sawyer, Scott, Sherman, 
Spencer, and Stewart—39. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Cole, Davis of Kentucky, Ferry 
of Connecticut, Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, Hill, 
Morrill of Maine, Pool, Rice, Sprague, Window, 
and Wright—12. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques 
tion recurs on the original resolution offered 
by the Senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. 
ANTHONY. | 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I now move that the 
committee be instructed to inguire, as was 
proposed in my amendment to the resolution 
just adopted. I now move that amendment 
as an listeapeiiliein proposition ; namely, that 
the Committee on Retrenchment—— 

Mr. HAMLIN. It is not raised yet. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is ordered to be 
raised. 1 move that it be instructed to 
inguire into certain things. 

[r. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
is raised. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is ordered to be 
raised. The Senator from Rhode Island and 
other Senators said that they were in favor o! 
making this a live committee. Now we have 
voted to raise the committee, I want that I! 
should be vested with authority to do some 
thing when it is raised, and I offer this as 4 
distinct proposition. 

Mr. POMEROY. Is it a resolution that is 
offered by the Senator? 


Wait until it 


Mr. TRUMBULL. It is offered as au 
instruction to the committee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be reduced to 
| writing. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
writing. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resow 
tion will be read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Investigatio2 
and Retrenchment be instructed to inquire into th 
expenditures in all branches of the service of te 
United States, and report whether any and wha 
offices ought to beabolished; whether any and whe! 
salaries or allowances ought to be reduced; wha! 
are the methods of procuring accountability in pu 


It is on the table i 


1 
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lie officers or agents in the care and disbursement 
i ublic moneys; whether moneys have been paid 
of Pcjlegally ; whether any officers or agents, or 
other persons, have ity of : 
On hlic service without authority of law or unneces- 
pu ily ; and, generally, how and to what extent the 


expenses © curtailed 

omg ale0 to consider the expediency of so amend- 
. > the laws under which appointments to the public 
oe ice are now made, as to provide for withdrawing 
the public service from being used as an instrument 
of political or party patronage. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to ask the Sen- 
ator from Illinois a question. Does he desire 
that as &@ permanent instruction to a standing 
committee of the Senate for all time, or is it 
only for this session ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. My object is accom- 
plished by saying ‘for this session.”’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator desires 
an investigation of that kind for this session 
{ will vote for it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do, for this session. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It seems to me the whole 
debate has gone on without recognizing the 
distinction between a standing committee and 
a special committee, but I say now to the 
Senator that if he desires the investigation 
during this session to cover these points of 
inquiry I will vote for granting these powers ; 


been or are employed in the | 


he service of the country may and 


| hostile to Republicanism ? 
| of Senators? 
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can be abolished, and an inquiry into the ac- 
countability of public officers and agents, is 


that hostile to the principles of the Republican | 


party ? 

I am utterly astounded at the position taken 
by some members of this body. Shall it go out 
to the people of this country that an inquiry to 


ascertain what are the methods of procuring 
| accountability in public officers or agents in 


the care and disbursement of public money is 
Is that the idea 
Why this zeal to rush in to the 
defense of Republicanism and the President 
when nobody proposes to assail either? 

The President of the United States is in 
favor of economy. He tells us in bis message, 
with great satisfaction, that the plunderers of 


the public Treasury have been hunted down, | 
prosecuted, and convicted in numerous in- 


stances. He tells us that he urgently pressed 


upon Congress a year ago areform in the civil |} 
He tells us in his message that he is | 


service. 
in favor of amnesty to the people of the South, 
and gives a reason for it that cannot be an 


_swered. And when I struggle here day by day 
| to hate a resolution adopted in aid of reform 
| in the civil service, which in his annual message 
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proposed, as has been intimated, to send for 
persons and papers of private citizens who 
have no relations with the Government. ‘The 


|| object is to ferret out abuses in the public 


service. And is there any objection to cloth- 
ing @ committee with authority to send for 


| persons and papers for such a purpose? 


[ believe thereis now a disposition to clothe 


| the committee with the powers [ suggest; but 


the argument was yesterday, when this propo- 
sition was first started, against any committee 
on retrenchment. It is immaterial to me 
whether it is a committee of retrenchment of 
the Senate alone, or a joint committee of the 
two Houses. I want the most efficient one, 
and I acquiesced very readily in the disposi 


| tion to make it a committee of the Senate. It 
| is just as satisfactory to me as a committee of 


both Houses. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
& question? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. [ask whether he was not 
appealed to to propose to make ita committee 


May Lask my good friend 


| of the Senate before he offered his resolution ? 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 


No, sir. 


Then my friend’s recol 


> taken ( the President has proclaimed to the country || lection and mine do not agree at all, for if he 
8: ' butto make this a permanent standing grand || that he is for, and when I offer an instruction | had proposed it to be a committee of the Sen 
Casserly jury of this body in all time, as long as this |} to & committee to inquire whether useless |/ ate, I would have gone for it any time. 
Hamilton standing committee exists, I think is totally || offices can be abolished, and propose that the || Mr, CONKLING. So we all would. 
utterson, indefensible, notwithstanding all the eloquent || manner of keeping accounts and the account- || Mr. SHERMAN. And there is not a mem 
cee speeches that have been made. But if the 1 ability of public officers, many of whom, asthe || ber of the Senate, I imagine, who would not 
7 Senator proposes now, for this session, to || disclosures of the last few months show, have || have voted for a proposition to refer any par 
n,Brown- direct this committee about to be organized, || been plundering the public Treasury, speculat- || ticular charge, or even a general charge made 
cain to pursue this kind of investigation, I am per- || ing with the money of the people for years | in this body, to the committee. 
elinghuy. fectly willing to vote for it. I have no objec: || without its having been found out, should be || Mr. TRUMBULL. That is the very point: 
| Kellogg, tion to it, except that I would like to have the || inquired into, is it to be said to the American || ‘‘any particular charge.’’ That is what de 
A ain resolution more specific as to the matters || people that such inquiry is hostile to Repub- | stroys the value of the committee in my judg 
about which the inquiry is to be made; but as || licanism ? It is hostile to nobody but those who || ment. If it is to bea committee to investigate 
ky, Ferry it is offered in general form, I am willing to | are corrupt and dishonest. Will any one || a particular matter that is referred to it, with 
i ll Dee take it as it is. | insinuate that this Administration does not || authority to send for persons and papers in 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope the Senate will || want honesty in the public service? I make || reference to that matter only, it will be a com 
adopt it, then. The committee falls at the | no such insinuation. | mittee of very little use. Suppose this com 
be ques end of every session. | This resolution is in aid of purifying the ! mittee is to go on and investigate the manner of 
allel Mr. SHERMAN. Not atall | public service, elevating the public morals, |) keeping accounts. We cannot tell inthe Se 
d, [Mr Mr. TRUMBULL. This instructionis sep- | bringing about greater security in the collec- || ate in advance—at least I cannot; the Se 
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arate from the appointment of the committee. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
pires with this session, I understand. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let me explain. The 
committee is now to be formed. The indi- 
viduals to compose it have not yet been des- 
ignated, but there is to be a Committee of 
Investigation and Retrenchment. It will be 
precluded from doing anything till the Senate 
gives it something to do. 
ing it contains a clause that it is to consider 
such matters as shali be referred to it by the 
Senate. It can never do anything, then, until 
something is referred to it by the Senate. 


Now, I propose this instruction for the govern- | 


ment of the committee to be organized. I 
want to get rid of these technicalities, and | 
have no objection to its being said that it shall 


be an instruction for this session, if that is | 
more acceptable to the Senator from Ohio. | 
And while 1am on my feet I want to say one | 


or two other things. 


Whatever others may say, I have no dispo- | 


But the instruction ex: | 


he resolution order- | 
| against the system I protest. 





tion and disbursement of public money, and | 


I am utterly astounded at the apparent effort 
made here by certain Senators to place others 
in a false position before the country. Ido 
not know that they design it. I made no 
appeals to party considerations. I disclaimed 


them at the outset; but we find some Senators | 
speaking of the amendment I offered as if it || 
Now, | 


was hostile to some party or person. 
sir, my hostility extends to abuses. It is 
I am for purify- 
ing the public service, and that is my only 
object. 


show honesty and fidelity in all departments 
of the Government. 


kept; and I think that there ought to be no 


objection to such an instruction to the com- || 


mittee as I have proposed. 


I know that the Senator from Nevada rises 


It is not to hit at any individual, and | 
| no Senator here will be more gratified than I || 
if the investigations, when they take place, | 


But we have seen enough | 
of defaleations within the last few months to 
justify an inquiry as to how the accounts are || 


tor from Ohio is doubtless more familiar than 


| Tam with the manner of keeping the account 


of the Treasury Department, but I could 1 
frame a resolution to go to that committ 
directing them in what particular office they 
were to look for that defective system of keep 
ing accounts which allowed plundering to go 
on for years without discovery. The com 
mittee must go clothed with the authority to 
see what checks there are upon the manner of 
keeping accounts, and they will be of very 
little use without it. 

Mr. President, the Senator from Vermont 
is mistaken in his recollection, because I had 
had no conversation with anybody about intro- 
ducing into the Senate the reselution for a 
joint committee till it was offered just at the 
close of a session of the Senate; but when it 
was thought better to have a committee of the 
Senate alone, and the Senator from Rhode 
Island came forward with such a proposition, 
I am sure the Senator from Vermont did not 
hear any objection from me; but I did want 


n that is sition to have an investigation that is hostile || and makes sport of economy; tells you that ] the Senate committee which was to be raised, 
to the Republican party. I disagree utterly || he is paid the pitiful sum of $5,000 a year, || or whatever committee was to be raised, to be 
as al with the Senator from Indiana that an investi- || and that he spends it all in ninety days—more || clothed with authority to make the investiga 
| gation of the kind that I propose is hostile to than fifty dollars a day! I am sorry that that || tions into the matters set forth in the resolu 
uced {0 the Republican party. I believe that the Re- || Senator, economical, prudent, abstemious in || tion which I originally offered to the Senate, 
, publican party has done great good to this || all his habits, as we all know him to be, finds |} and which was a copy of the old resolution 
table country. It started as a reform party ; it pro- || it necessary*to spend more than fifty dollars || that had been adopted time and again on the 
claims everywhere its devotion to honesty, in- || aday. [Laughter. ] '| vote of allof us. I shall be much gratified 
: tegrity, purity in the Government; and the | We have been met by technicalities from || now if the objection is withdrawn, and the 

e resolu: Senator from Indiana is not to put me in the | | 


the beginning in regard to thig matter. The | 


committee of the Senate, whioh it has now 
same resolution that had been adopted time 


been determined to raise, can be clothed with 


position of saying that the Republican party is | 


sstigation 
e into the 
ice of the 
nd what 
and what 
ed; what 
ty in pub- 


a impure than other parties have been. | 
© insisted yesterday that the Republican party | 
Was as pure as any of the parties that had pre- | 


ceded it. 


oa Did I ever suggest anything differ- 


proving, and when I propose to have an inquiry 
made into the expenditures of the public service 
and to learn whether any, and what, offices 


But I trust we are progressing and im- || 





and again, and which the Senator from Ne- || the same authority heretofore conferred on the 


vada had voted for and supported for five 
years—half the time he has been in the Sen- 
ate—is now discovered, for the first time, to 
be a horrible resclution and dangerons to the 
rights of the citizen. The resolution was not 
aimed at anybody but officeholders and the 
manner of keeping public accounts. It is not 





joint committee of the two Houses. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I cannot 
permit myself or those with whom [ act in 
this matter to be putin a false position by 
the remarks of the Senator from Illinois. He 
has represented me as saying here that a prop- 
osition to investigate the affairs of the Gov- 
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ernment is hostility to the Republican party. 
I have said no such thing; I have meant no 
such thing; but on the contrary, I have said, 
and it is so recorded in the Globe, that the 
Republican party can bear investigation, that 
it courts investigation, and that it claims the 
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| the Republican party to be purer and better 
|| than any party that ever preceded it in the 


| history of the Government. 


merit of having exceeded other parties who | 


have gone before it in its zeal to bring to pun- 
ishment its own members who may have been 
guilty of crime. 

What I said I shall have to repeat, because 


the debate that has occurred here to-day con- || 


firms every word that I said yesterday. I did 
not say that a proposition to investigate was 
inimical to the Republican party, but I said 
this : 


“Tam not mistaken about the whole drift of this 
debate. j 


tion existing under this Administration, and gross 
corruption.” ° ° ° ° a ° 

“ The drift of this debate is a reflection upon the 
Republican party.”’ 

And can the Senator, or anybody who has 
heard this debate, deny that the whole spirit 
of the debate has been hostile to the Repub- 
lican party and intended to make the impres- 
sion on the country that there is gross corrup- 
tion in that party beyond that which has ordin- 
arily caleied in 
there has been a purpose on the part of the 
Administration and of the party to cover up 
and protect that corruption? Sir, if that has 
not been the spirit of this debate, then I am 
mistaken. I repel that imputation. I do it 
now as I did yesterday. While | am not mis- 
taken about the purpose, I deny the fact. As 
I said yesterday, there is corruption at all 
times in all parties, and there will be until the 
millennium shalleome. Men are fallible, and 
there are corrupt men in all organizations. 
But what I denied was that there was more 
corruption in the Republican party than ordin- 
arily belongs to parties, and I said there was 
not as much. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Did I say that there 
was? Has the Senator ever heard me intimate 
such a thing? 

Mr. MOKTON. The Senator asks me the 
question and I must be frank with him. From 
the spirit of his speech and from what he said 
I did infer that he was of the opinion that this 
Administration was grossly corrupt, and that 
extraordinary measures were required for the 
purpose of ferreting it out and bringing it to 
punishment. If I have done the Senator in- 
justice, I beg to retract it. 


It has been to show that there is corrup- | 


use of patronage for party purposes had grown 
up of later years; the spoils system did not 
obtain under the earlier Presidents; but I did 
not suppose that the Senator from Indiana 
understood that as an attack upon this Ad- 
ministration. It commenced thirty or forty 
years ago, and | think I so said in the remarks 
which I made the other day. I am for the 
correction of the abuses of the Government, 


_and not for making attacks on individuals. 


Mr. MORTON. 
to hear the Senator declare his devotion to 
the Republican party. I am glad to hear him 
declare that this party is not worse than those 
that have gone before it, and to hear him now 


|| say that his proposition to investigate looks to 


the fact that the character and the operationsof | 


the country are enlarged, and perhaps require 
more attention than formerly; but I again say 


| that I did understand the spirit of his speech 
| to be different from what he now expresses, 
| and, of course, I accept very fully his declara- 


the Government, and that || 


Can it be denied || 


that that was the imputation cast by other | 


Senators who have acted with him in this 
debate? I was glad to hear what the distin- 
guished Senator said a few minutes ago about 
the President; I was glad to hear him vindi 


cate the President; and in so doing he has | 


answered speeches that were made upon this 
floor to-day and that were made yesterday. I 


will take his vindication of the President as | 


an answer to the imputations which have been 
hurled against him during the course of this 


debate, and when the Senator now says that | 
he means to make no imputation upon the | 


Republican party that it is corrupt beyond that 
corruption which perhaps must necessarily 


exist when we consider the fallible character | 
of men—when he says that, I am glad to accept | 
it and put it down to the credit and to the vin- | 


dication of my party. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
not say that | thought there was no corruption 
beyond that which was necessary from the 
character ofmen. I believe there are great 
abuses under this Administration and have 
been under all Administrations; but I believe 
that the extent of the business and patronage 
of the Government, and the large amount of 
moneys collected and disbursed, necessarily 
enlarge the abuses of Government. That there 
is more corruption in proportion under this 
Administration than under other Administra- 
tions the Senator bas not heard me say or in- 
timate; but I want this Administration to be 
better than other Administrations, and I want 


Mr. President, I did | 





tions. ° 


Now, Mr. President, I wish to say one word | 


in regard to reform. ‘There seems to be a 
disposition on the part of some people in this 
country to become professional reformers, to 


have it understood that they are the reformers | 


par excellence. They seem to desire to monop- 
olize that business, and to have it understood 
by the country that they of all others hate cor- 
ruption, and that they are to make it the busi- 
ness of their lives to hunt down those who are 
corrupt. I desire to say to those gentlemen, 


wherever they may be, that for one I shall not | 
permit them to monopolize that business, that | 


I claim to be as good a reformer as any of 
them, although I may not say so much about 
it, or make such high pretensions. 

The Republican party, as the Senator re- 
marked awhile ago, has been a reform party 
from the beginning. I trust it will continue 
to be a retorm party, and I believe that it will 
investigate every matter requiring investiga- 
tion which is brought to its attention in Con- 
gress, and that it will use all the means that 
may be necessary and proper for bringing 
offenders to justice. But, sir, we are so con- 
scious of the suength of our position that we 
are not compelled to accept every means that 
may be proposed for fear that somebody will 
say that we are corrupt and afraid of investi- 
gation. 

Mr. President, I profess to be a reformer in 
earnest. 
that character above any other that has gone 
before in the history of this country. There 
are Pharisees in religion and there are Phari- 
sees in politics. Those who stand upon the 
corners of the streets and make loud prayers 


| are not always the most pious or the best men ; 


and those who are constantly clamoring about 
corruption and clamoring that they are the 
purest and the best men in the nation, may not 
be any better than the rest of us. 


Now, Mr. President, one word in regard to || 


this resolution. As was stated a moment ago 


by the Senator from Ohio, I believe the Re- | 


publican members on this floor have been in 
favor, from the first, of a standing committee 
on retrenchment. ‘They were not in favor of 
the resolution offered by the Senator from 
Illinois for reasons which have been given 
heretofore, and I will not go over shem again. 


Bat it has been said that because we were op- || 


posed to investing a committee with general 
power to send fox persons and papers in regard 


to matters that have never been before the | 


Senate, to investigate anybody at ail times 


upon any public or private charge that might | 


be made, and thereby cast imputation, we were 
agaiust the exercise of a power which has 
been conceded to this committee for the last 
five years. I want to call the attention of my 
friend, the Senator from Illinois, to the fact 
that if that power has been ever exercised for 


I did say that the || 


I am glad, Mr. President, | 


I claim that my party is entitled to | 
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a 
| the last five years by the committee it Was nos 
_ given by the resolution creating it. | think | 
have heard the Senator admit the constr, 
| tion I have given to this resolution, that i 
conveyed no power of that kind, and not ey, 
by intendment did it instruct the committes,, 
| make investigations of frauds and of wroy9; 

‘The Senator understands me upon that point 

If the committee have exercised that power 
| they have never drawn it from the language 
| employed in this resolution. Whether ;, 
| committee usurped powers that did not belon, 

to it I will not now undertake to say. I mak, 

no charges against it; but what J do say i. 

that throughout this discussion this resolution, 

offered by the Senator from Illinois, has hee, 
| assumed to confer powers upon the committe 
that it did not confer. I think the Senato, 
will hardly dispute that, and the discusgioy 

from the first has proceeded, perhaps, on , 

false basis in that respect. 
| A word now in regard to these instructions 
_I care nothing about them in this stage of th, 
case, but I will call attention to them. 
instructions are: 

That said committee be instructed to inquire jnty 
the expendituresin all branches of the service of the 
United States, and to report whether any and wha 
| offices ought to be abolished. : 

To inquire into the expenditures in 4! 
branches of the service! No one committe 
can do that in one year or in two years. If this 
| resolution is to be understood as withdrawing 
these inquiries from the respective standing 
committees, it will be a positive injury, because 
it gives to this committee duties that it cannot 
perform in five years, if it sits every day, Sun- 
days included. Let me read on: 


Whether any or what salaries and allowances 
ought to be reduced. 


That extends to all the offices of the Gov. 
ernment of the United States—a vast field of 
inquiry. 

What are the methods of procuring accountability 
| in public officers or agents in the care and disburse- 
| ment of public moneys. 

There is another vast field of inquiry that th 

/ committee would hardly have time to enter 
| upon during this session, let alone investigate 
all the other matters. 

Whether moneys have been paid out illegally; 
whether any officers or agents or other persons have 
been or are employed in the public service without 

|| authority of law or unnecessarily; and generally 
how and to what extent the expenses of the service 
of the country may and ought to be curtailed. 
| J] remark here in general terms that this res 
olution charges this committee substantially 
with inquiries that belong to all the commit: 
tees of this body. All the committees of this 
| body, if they should engage in this work of 
investigation from now until the end of the 
session, could not comply with the instrue- 
tions embraced in this resolution ; but it is to 
| be taken, at least by intentment and by iuler 
ence, from the other committees and given 
to a single committee. A single investigation 
| in regard to a charge of fraud may take days 
or weeks; but here is a resolution that charges 
|| this committee substantially with the whole 
business of this Government. If that is to 
have the effect of relieving the other commit: 
tees from it, it is simply proposed to do not 
ing where something could be done. But! 
'read on. Whatelse? This committee is 10 
consider— 
the expediency of so amending the laws under which 
appointments to the public service are now maie, 
so as to provide for withdrawing the public service 
'| from being used as an instrument of political ot 
party patronage. 

We are asked specially to construct this com: 
mittee togo to work and examine the subject 0! 
civil service reform in its length and breadth 
and make report to this Senate during this ses 
sion, while the President by ah act introduced 
| by the Senator himself is empowered to make 
|| that investigation, to make the rules, has had 
| @ commission in session now for more thai 
| three months considering them, who are Jus 
| about bringing their labors to a close, avd 

whose report we shall have in the course of 


These 
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ten days. ; . : 
reason and propriety to instruct this commit- 


tee, in addition to all these extraordinary 
duties, to report and examine the whole ques- 
tion of civil service reform, that we may act 
upon it as if nothing had been done! I sub- 
mit to the distinguished Senator that that in- 
truction is out of place, and is not respectful 
to the President, to whom he paid such a high 
compliment but a little while ago. : 

This is about all that I have to say, so far 
as the present instructions are concerned. Tt 
the proposition has any effect at all in placing 
upon this committee this immense labor dur- 
ing this session, it will all fall a dead letter. 
That will be its effect, if it shall have any. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 


Now we are asked as a matter of 


Mr. President, my rec- || 
oliection of the proceedings of the Senate is || 


not entirely in accord with that of the Senator | 





from Indiana. He seems to indicate 
Mr. SHERMAN. I think it my dutyto raise 
a question of order. 
Senators trying to get the flour. 
js now speaking the third time. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
Ohio wants to make a point of order on me 
that 1 have spoken more than once on this 
question in this body ; 
Mr. SHERMAN. I make the point of order 
because I desire to say a few words myself. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I will move an amend- 
ment, then; I believe I have the floor. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Iam entitled tothe floor. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I was recognized by the 
Chair, and | desire to offer an amendment. I 
propose to modify my resolution by striking 
out that part which relates to the civil service. 
Mr. SHERMAN. LbelieveI havethe floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. W1.- 
son.) The Senator from Ohio calls the Sen- 
ator from Illinois to order, and the Chair 
rules that the Senator from Illinois is out of 
order, he having spoken several times already 
on this question. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 
Senator from Illinois that I do not make this 
point of order from any discourtesy to him; 
but the tone of his remarks awhile ago was 
exceedingly offensive to the majority who 





voted for the resolution we have adopted ; it | 
He has had in this 


was so certainly to me. 
debate the amplest latitude. He has arraigned 
to some extent the Administration, and very 
severely the conduct of his fellow-Senators; 
and therefore I do not think it is very severe 
when I insist that he shall observe the rules 
of the Senate when so many Senators rose at 
the time he did to address the Chair. 

Mr. President, the whole of this debate has 
been magnified beyond all comprehension. 
Never during my service in the Senate have | 
seen a little bit of moonshine so expanded into 
a balloon as this matter about the organization 
of a committee has been. ‘There never has 
been an hour when either a select or a stand- 
ing committee of this body could not have 
been organized on retrenchment or on expend- 
itures upon the demand of any Senator; but 
instead of pursuing the course dictated by par- 
liamentary usage, by the custom of the Senate, 
by the rules of the Senate, the Senator from 
Illinois persistently insisted upon organizing a 
Joint committee of the two Houses, armed with 
extraoruinary powers. After a cursory debate, 
when that matter was considered, it was be- 
lieved and admitted by the Senator himself 
here repeatedly that a joint committee was 
not the best committee for the purpose of pur- 
suing these investigations. ‘The very trouble 
that occurred in regard to a joint committee 
the other day shows that there are legal diffi- 
culties in the way of the exercise of its proper 
powers and junctions. There is therefore no 
occasion for the organization of a joint com- 
mittee. 

Then, when it was proposed by the friends 
of the Senator from IIlinois to organize a stand- 
ing committee on retrenchment and expendi- 
tures and place it on the same footing with all 


There are half a dozen | 
The Senator | 


If the Senator from | 


I desire to state to the | 
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the other standing committees of this body, he | 
sought in his remarks to raise the impression || occurs. 


that the majority of this body were seeking to || 
smother investigation, to prevent an examina- 
tion into corruption, that we were hiding cor- 
ruption and preventing investigation ; while at 
the very moment that resolution was introduced 
he was informed by half a dozen Senators all 
around him that there was no desire at all to 


| suppress investigation, that they would vote 


for the resolution of the honorable Senator 
from New York which proposed investigation 
into one branch of this subject, they would 


| vote for his proposition either for a general or 


a special investigation, provided only that the 
rules and usages of the Senate were complied 
with ; and when the proposition was made by 
the Senator from Rhode Island to organize a 
standing committee of this body and place it 
on a footing with all the other standing com- 
mittees of the body, the Senator from Illinois at || 
once acknowledged that it was betterto have a 
standing committee of the Senate rather than 
a joint committee, buthe insisted upon putting 
into the powers of that committee for all time 
to come, as a standing committee of this body 
for session after session, the extreme powers | 
that are only conferred by the Senate for spe- | 
cial occasions. Now, sir, if he will show me 
a case in the whole history of this Government, | 
from the foundation of the Government, where | 
such powers as are conferred by this resolu- | 
tion have been given to any committee of this | 
body, I will yield to him the whole palm ; but 
it has never been done. 

Resolutions conferring the power tosend for | 
persons and papers, to drag the cifizen before 
our committees, are always special resolutions 
passed from time to time when the occasion 
arises, and the power is never refused on ap- 
plication for it in a proper case. In my expe- 
rience in the two Houses I have seen members | 
rise in their place and arraign the President 
of the United States, offer a resolution of the 
most seurching inquiry, sometimes making 
specific charges, oad sometimes making gen- 
eral charges, and I never heard either Senate 
or House refuse a fair investigation ; no party 
dare do it; no man dare do it. Therefore, 
when the Senator seems to imply that we 
are here seeking to prevent investigation, we 
naturally feel hurt when the accusation comes 
from our own political friend. 

Sir, 1, for one, am perfecily willing to con- 
fer full power on this committee when it is | 
announced. Untilit is announced nothing can 
be done. You refused to refer at the begin: | 
ning of this session the most important public | 
measures because your committees were not 


or small, you could not refer the petition of a || 


citizen until your committees were announced; 

and yet before this committee is announced 

you are required now by this resolution to 

instruct it and to invest it with most extraor- | 
dinary power, not only for this session, but for 
all time. It is true my honorable friend, when 
I appealed to him to confine it to this session, 
said he was willing to have it so confined. 
After this comm 'ttee is announced in the usual | 
way by the election of the Senate by-ballot, 
(and it must be elected by ballot on the demand 
of any Senator) there will be no objection 
either to a general or a special direction of 
inquiry ; no one would object. Then we shall 
all vote for the resolution. I will, and I pre- 
sume nine tenths of Senators here, perhaps all, 
will vote for the resolution of the Senator from 
Illinois, broad and sweeping and general as it 
is, entirely too broad and sweeping. I would 


|| be willing then to vote for it, although I think 


if he would look over it carefully he would 
modify it somewhat. Rather than have any 
further controversy about this matter, I would 
vote for his resolution. I simply insist that 
this matter shall be proceeded with in order, 
and that we shall not be held up here before 
the country either as belonging to @ corrupt 
party or aiding a corrupt Administration or 


| ties of a corrapt Administration! 





| versy,) goes a little too far. 
'| to his associates here at least the same purity 
| of motives that he claims for himself, and that 
| we most cheerfully yield to him. 
announced. You could not refer a bill, great |) 








as seeking to conceal corruption wherever it 


The Senator from Illinois, perhaps, did not 
appreciate the force of his language, the carn 
estness of his manner, the imputation that was 
cast upon a majority of bisown political friends. 
After the fullest debate and the fullest diseus- 
sion, after he had had full range and sweep, 
because we did not choose to do what never 
has been done from the foundation of this 
Government—arm a standing committee of this 


| body without limit with extraordinary powers— 


we are to be arraigned and the public at large 


| are to be taught that we are seeking in some 


way or other to protect the frauds and rascali- 
That was 
the effect of his language. Now, sir, what we 
want is to goaccording to order. At the begin- 
ning of this session many Senators believed 
that the better way was to arm the different 
committees of this body with the different 


_ branches of this investigation according to the 
|| branch of service to which they are assigned. 


I do not agree with that motion because | know 
our standing commniitees are fully charged with 
important public duty, and they are apt to 
neglect a more general inquiry. 

No proposition was made tor a select com- 
mittee. A proposition was made for a joint 
committee. Objection was at once made, 
argument arose, and finally, after a consulta- 
tion among the great majority of thic body, it 
was deemed better to have a standing commit- 
tee of the Senate appointed in the orainary 
and usual way, and then to be instructed from 
time to time as to the objects of their inquiry, 
and armed with the necessary powers, When 
you frame a standing committee and put that 
standing committee on your rules, it stands 
there to be renewed session after session, time 
after time, and never to be abolished. Stand- 
ing committees are not abolished. But when 
you make these powers a part ef the organiza- 
tion of the committee, you keep these extraor- 
dinary powersa partof the weapousof offensive 
warfare of this committee. Never has that 
been done; but when it is proposed in a par- 
ticular case or in a general examination to 
arm this committee, thus properly organized, 
with the powers that have been conterred on 
other committees, then there will be no objec- 
tion. 

Now, it does seem to me that my honorable 
friend from Iilinois in his heat, (because he has 
become somewhat heated by this long contro- 
He ought to yield 


Let him pur- 
sue the olden way, the path of peace, that course 
which has been adopted in alltime by those 


| who went before us; lw us form our appro- 
| priate commiitees, and then charge them wita 
| proper subjects of inquiry from time to time, 


| those inquiries. 


and arm them then with the powers to pursue 
I, for one, wiil not stand in 
the way of the most searching inquiry he may 
choose to propose into the conduct of any 


| officer of the Government. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


| move to amend the 


| resolution under consideration by adding to it 


'| at the end, where it provides for the appoint- 


ment of a clerk, the words ‘‘at a salary of 


- $1,000.”’ 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Illinois modifics his amendment. 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. President 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 believe I[ have 
floor. 

Mr. POMEROY. I do not understand that 
there can be any resoluiion under consider- 
ation ai thia time. - It cannot be introduced at 
this time. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
sideration for an hour. 

Mr. POMEROY. I make the point of order. 
If there is a resolution 

Mr. SUMNER and Mr. TRUMBULL. 
point is too late. 





the 


It has been under con- 





The 





ie 
7) 
ae 
5 
Le 
# 
By 
rk 
Ye 
? 


Sane 





136 


Mr. POMEROY. This is not the season to 
introduce resolutions, and if there is a reso- 
lution offered it cannot be proceeded with 
except by unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
is of opinion that it is too late to make that 
point now. The resolution has heen under 
discussion. 

Mr. POMEROY. If it was in order to in- 
troduce the resolution, it could not be pro- 
ceeded with at this time but by unanimous 
consent, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
yone on for some time. 

Mr. POMEROY. I ask the Chair. then, if 
there is a resolution before the Senate ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
rules that there is a resolution before the Sen- 
ate introduced by the Senator from Illinois, 
and several Senators have addressed the Sen 
ate on the merits of it. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator from [lli- 
nois proposed a resolution. 1! did not under- 
stand that he had introduced it. If I had, I 
should have objected to its consideration. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Have I the floor? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from I]linois has the floor. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Jam a little surprised 
at the sensitiveness of the Senator from Kan- 
sas and the Senator from Ohio. During an 
experience of now more than sixteen years | 
recollect scarcely a single instance in this body, 
distinguished for courtesy among its mem- 
bers, in which a Senator has ever been called 
to order because he proposes to speak more 
than once or twice upon a subject betore the 
Senate. We have sucha rule, | know. We 
have a rule that no person shall read a news- 
paper in the Senate. We have a number of 
rules of like character; but that courtesy and 


Debate has 


! 


|| is for reform—and he has a strange way of 


that kindness among the members of this body | 


which have distinguished it from its organiza- 
tion have been such that there has seldom been 
found a member to attempt to enforce them, 
and especially to choke off discussion or pre- 
vent a reply. 

It was supposed that there was one body on 
the American continent where discussion was 
free. But the Senator from Ohio thought 
proper to undertake to enforce this obsolete 
rule upon me that he might take the floor him 
velf and read mea lecture. I have heard it. 
He spoke of excitement upon my part. Was 
anybody more excited or more unjust than he? 
Sir, lam happy now to know that I have the 
floor in accordance with the rules of the Sen- 
ate, for | never wish to violate its rules or to 
impose myself obtrusively upon its consider- 
ation. The Senator from Ohio intimated, and 
has suffered the intimation to go out to the 
country, that [had spoken of *‘this corrapt 
Administration.’’ He used the words ‘ cor- 
rupt Administration,’’ and could have used 
them with no other intention than to carry the 
erroneous impression to the people of this 
country that [ had intimated that this was a 
corrupt Administration. I have made no such 
intimation. 

And, Mr. President, he rises in his place 
here and says that nobody had any objection 
toinvestigation. Why, has he forgotten, and has 
the Senator from Indiana forgotten that when 
the resolution was proposed for a joint com- 
mittee that they both voted for for five years, 
it was opposed on the ground that the stand- 
ing committees of the Senate were the proper 
committees to make these investigations? Did 
we not have a discussion upon it here in the 


Senate, and was not action prevented day after | 
day by motions to go into executive session and | 
to adjourn, when the Senate had been in ses- | 


sion but an hour or less than two hours? Has 
the Senator from Ohio forgotten this? And 
now, forsooth, he is for investigation! It is 
a singular way of manifesting a zeal for invest- 
igation by opposing any means to accomplish it, 

The Senator talks of this ‘* extraordinary ”’ 
proposition. Has he not voted for it time and 


1 


wh: | ] 


, How could you get a worse one? 


again? But then it was a joint committee. | 
Yes, but is the right of the citizen any more 
likely to be encroached upon by the action of 
a joint committee than of a standing committee 
of the Senate? Did not the Senator from Ohio 
vote year after year to clothe the joint com- 
mittee with authority to send for persons and 
papers during the recess of Congress? Where 
then was his zeal for the rights of the citizen ? 
He says such a thing was never heard of in 


the history of the Government, as clothing a || 


standing committee of the Senate with a gen- 
eral authority to send for persons and papers. 


as to a joint committee of the two Houses. 
What are these but mere technicalities thrown | 
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|| into frauds and corruption in the publie ¢ 


in the way of investigation ? | 


The Senator from Indiana draws inferences | 
as to what has been said by others in the Sen- 
ate. I am not responsible for what others 
have said. It is as much as I can do to be 
responsible for what I say myself. Nor am I 
responsible for wrong inferences that he may 
draw from my remarks. But the Senator from 
Indiana very complacently ‘‘accepts’’ my 
statement about Republicanism. Yes, Mr. 
President, he ‘‘aecepts’’ it. Well, | do not 
answer to the Senator from tndiana for my 
tepublicanism. Whoset him upas the stand- | 
ardof Republicanism? Upon what meat does 
he feed that he is to *‘ accept’ a statement that 
[ make’? My Republicanism is not to be 
measured by his. 1] recognize no allegiance 
to him and no authority in him to condescend- 
ingly ‘‘accept’’ my statement as to what con- | 
stitutes Republicanism. He tells us that he 


iwanifesting it! He is as much for it as those | 
who talk about it more. Ay, | remember to 
have read a speech of the Senator from Indi- 
ana delivered, I think, in Missouri, in which 
he enlogizes our civil service as we have it, as 
the best in the world. When did he become 
such a reformer ? 

Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator allow me? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

Mr. MORTON. In referring to my St. | 
Louis speech the Senator ought to say, in 
justice to me, and perhaps will say, that while 
I] declared that I believed there were reforms | 
which eould be made and would be made, and 
that the Republican party would do all that 
could be done in that direction, I said still I 
believed, as I now do, that we have the best 
civil service in the world to-day. That is 
said. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That was my recollec- 
tion, substantially, of the speech as I read it. 
Now, if there is any worse civil service in any 
country on the face of the earth than that in 
the United States, [ pray God to deliver that 
people from it. Here, as we have shown day 
after day, officers are appointed in many local- 
ities simply for partisan service, without per- 


and that is the best civil service in the world! 
Thousands 
of dollars are paid to men whose only service 
is to sign the receipt for the money they re- 
ceive; and that is the best civil service onthe 
face of the globe! 

Mr. President, the people will not misun 
derstand what has occurred herein the Senate. 
The Senator from Ohio may become excited, 
and the Senator from Indiana may pronounce 
eulogies upon our civil service as it exists, but 
the people of this country will think that when 
a resolution is offered in this body to inquire 


into the manner in which the public moneys | 
of the country are collected and disbursed ; to | 


inquire whether there are supernumerary offi- 
cers in the service; to inquire whether patron- 


age cannot be dispensed so as not to constitute || 


a corruption fund for partisan purposes, and 
it is not allowed to pass, first, because a joint 
committee will not do, (which was found out 
tor the first time this session, ) and then because 


sary powers to expose corruption disrov- 


i 


ered also for the first time this SeSsion, tha 
there is some design somewhere to preven 
the exposure of corruption. 7 

What do the people of Illinois or the peop), 
of Indiana care whether it is a standing eo), 
mittee of the Senate or a joint committes ,« 
the two Houses that is proposed to ingy; 


vice, and to correct them, if they exist? W),, 
will they think of the effort that is made §. 
upon one ground and then on another to pro 
vent the passage of a resolution to clothe , 


|| committee with the power to ferret out ang 
Why, sir, it has been heard of for five years, || 


expose corruption, if it exists, and if not, ; 
let the country know the fact? 

Sir, who is the best friend of the Republica) 
party, he who goes to work to ferret out and jp. 
form its abuses—forit is admitted that abuses q, 
exist—or he who throws first one obstacle ay¢ 


| then another in the way of investigation becanss 


| one he wants? 


the committee proposed is not precisely the 
[f it is expected by Senators 
that the Republican party, which has hithert, 
done so much for human liberty, its own and 
its country’s honor, and for mankind, ig ty 
preserve its escutcheon untarnished, they muy 
purify it of all corruption and make it a party 
of progress and reform; and the day that ; 
shall begin, under one subterfuge or another, 
to hide iniquities, to cover up defalcations ani 
fraud, that day it will begin to fall in public 
estimation and soon go down in disgrace under 
the condemnation of an honest people. 

My Republicanism is not partisan. I car 
nothing for the Republican party except as » 
means of benefit to my country; and when | 
see around me, from the Pacific ocean to the 
Atlantic coast, first one defaulter and the 
another, and an attempt is made by anybody, 
first by interposing one objection and then 
another, to prevent investigation into the pu! 
lie service, and the means of accountabilin 
then I think I ama much better Republican 
than he. I certainly am in my own estimation, 
and I shall not submit my Republicanism | 
the test of the Senator from Indiana, particu 
larly after that declaration of his, first promu 
gated in the West, and repeated here to-day, 
that our civil service as it exists is the best in 
the world. The President does not think our 


\| civil service system the best: the country does 


not think so; and if there is one thing demanded 
by the honest people of this country, it is tha! 
it should be reformed and be made better. 
Now, Mr. President, | do not wish to pro 
long this discussion. | am sorry that I hadte 
movean amendmentin order to be heard by the 
Senate. TI helieve it isthe first time during my 
| service that | have had to resort to such an ex: 
pedient to avoid a rule seldom if ever before 
enforced. Having said all I desired, I now 
ask leave io withdraw theamendment which | 
proposed, and J hope that the Senate may con 


|| sent to adopt the resolution IT have offered. 
forming any duty whatever for the Government, || 


Mr. MORTON. Just one word. I do not 
intend to be placed improperly before th 
country even on the subject of the civil ser 
vice. When | said I believed we to-day hada 
better system than any Government, as | said 
| at St. Lonis, I did not mean to say it was per 

fect; on the contrary, [ said it was imperfect; 

1 said it should be reformed, and that tli 
| Republican party would do all in that direc 
‘tion that could be done. ido not intend t 
| be placed before the country as saying that! 
| is perfect now, although I believe it is better 
than any other that now exists in the world 

Mr. THURMAN. I ask unanimous con 
sent to offer a resolution that when the Senate 
adjourns to-day it be to meet on Monday. 

rhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Ohio asks consent to move a resolution 
that when the Senate adjourns to-day it she!! 
adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think that had better 
go over until to-morrow. 


|| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
it is dangerous to give a committee the neces- | 


from Vermont objects. 
| Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 


I ask consen\ 
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ae the Committee on Publie Buildings and 


Grounds, in reference to the Chicago appro- 
priation 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena- | 


tor from Vermont asks unanimous consent to 
take a resolution from the table. 
“Mr. THURMAN. Is objection made to my 
motion? 1O% 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Mr. THURMAN. 
rules. J 
? Mr. EDMUNDS. You cannot suspend the 
-yles by motion. 


Yes, sir. 
I move to suspend the 


Several Senators, (toMr. Epmunps.) With- | 


draw your objection. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. The subject we have been | 


jigeussing is so very important as to whether 
we shall have an 7 dotted or a t crossed that 
| think we had better go on with it to-morrow. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Is it in order to move to 
» into executive session ? 
~ The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I make that motion. 
Mr. THURMAN. I move that the Senate 


adjourn. 
y\ PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena- 
-or from Ohio farthest from the Chair moves 
‘hat the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. CAMERON. Allow me to make an 
appeal to the Senator from Ohio. 

‘Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Do not talk on it. 

Mr. CAMERON. I desire to ask the Sen- 
ator from Ohio to withdraw his motion to 
adjourn so that we may go into executive ses- 
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


It is moved 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- | 
‘ion recurs on the motion of the other Senator || 


from Ohio, [Mr. SHERMAN, ] that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after thir- 
een minutes spent in the consideration of 
executive business, the doors were reopened ; 
und (at five o'clock and twelve minutes p. m.) 
ihe Senate adjourned to Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 14, 1871. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
hy the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Buruer, D. D. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and 


approved, 
EXPENSES OF COLLECTING CUSTOMS. 


Mr. BURCHARD, by unanimous consent, | 


submitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and adopted: 


tesolved That the Secretary of the Treasury be l| 


requested to inform the House what number of per- 


sons were employed, and the total compensation paid | 


them, in the collection of customs during the fiscal 


year ending June 30, 1871, in the United States, and | 


in the districts of New York, Philadelphia, Boston 
and Charlestown, Baltimore, New Orleans, and San 
Francisco, and the amount of additional compensa- 
tion as fees, moieties, traveling or contingent ex- 


penses, allowed to or received by such employés; | 
also the total amount expended during said time | 


in the United States for the collection of customs, 
including all incidental expenses and all expendi- 
tures for the revenue-cutter service, and for the 
rent, repair, erection, completion, or furnishing of 
custom-houses or other buildings or rooms used in 
the collection of customs revenue. 


KLECTION CONTEST——-BOLES VS. EDWARDS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House addi- | 


tional evidence in the contested-election case 
of Boles vs. Edwards; which was referred to 
the Committee of Elections. 


APPORTIONMENT BILL. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I now move that the 

‘ouse resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole upon the apportionment bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


We will vote it down. | 
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| resumed the consideration of House bill No. 


|| 243, for the apportionment of Representatives | 
| to Congress among the several States accord- | 


| ing to the ninth census. 
| The CHAIRMAN. 
hour. 
ment offered hy the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Burer, ] which will be reported 
by the Clerk. It isin the form of anew section. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Sec. —. That the election of all Representatives 


in Congress shall be held on the first Tuesday after 


| 
ij 

i] 

1 

| 

| 

the first Monday of November of each alternate year, 
| 

1 

| 


after the election of electors of President and Vice 
President in the year 1872, except for members of the 
Forty-Third Congress, and except in case of special 
elections ordered to fill a vacancy. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I move to amend the 
rae amendment by adding thereto the fol- 
owing: 


| 


the year 1876. 


Congress a bill was passed by this House sub- 
stantially the same as the section now pending 
as an amendment proposed to this bill. The 
sentiment of the last House of Representatives 
| Was largely in favor of that measure. I deem 
| it very important that some such neasure should 
| become a law. What has been said of the 
\| State of Indiana satisfies me, however, that 
|| we should not attempt to bring that State into 
| this uniformity until 1876. 

| had time to amend her constitution and adapt 
| her legislation to that of Congress. As to the 


| 
| 
| 


It will be remembered that during the last | 


ont : . 
take a resolution from the table, and refer ] the Union, (Mr. Burrinroy in the chair, ) and | 


Mr. DAWES. I would like to suggest a 


|| change in the phraseology of the gentleman's 
| amendment. 


By order of the Honse | 
all general debate on this bill is limited to one | 
The pending question is on the amend- | 


Provided further, That this section shall notapply | 
to the State of Maine or to the State of Indiana until | 


| State of Maine there is also a constitutional | 


| objection; but I have not heard that there is 
| any obstacle to her changing it except her own 
| indisposition to do so. I am told that it can 
be done within six months. 
\| ever, the propriety of indulging the State of 
1 Maine. She does much for us. She not only 
|| takes care of us by pointing the way in elec- 
| tions, but she gives to this House the beauty of 
| youth and the beauty of age, and furnishes the 
guiding hand in our legislation. 

| within her grasp the power of this House to 
| elevate or to depress men and measures. We 
should deal gently with a State so fortunate 
‘| and powerful. I propose, therefore, to allow 
| her also the time to make the changes neces- 
'| sary to conform to our act. Let us, with this 
'| addition, adopt the amendment, so that by the 
year 1876, which will be our national centen- 
nial, we can all stand in line. 


| recognize, how- | 


She willthen have | 


She holds | 


If there is any | 
| other State as to which there is an objection | 


in the State Constitution, I am willing thatsuch | 


} 
} 
| : 
| State shall be ineluded in the amendment. 
|| Mr. KERR. I hope that the amendment 
| will prevail. 
|| the two States named. 
| On agreeing to the amendment to the amend- 
| ment there were—ayes 44, noes 50; no quorum 
|| voting. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Srrvenson 
and Mr. McInryre were appointed. 
The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 87, noes 67. 
So the amendment to the amendment was 
\| adopted. 
|| Mr. RANDALL. I move further to amend 
| the amendment by adding these words: 
| And Pennsylvania and Ohio, unless an alteration 
| 


| 


be sooner made by amendment to their State consti- 
tution. 

Mr. Chairman, as to Pennsylvania and Ohio 
the same necessity for this exception exists as 
in the case of Indiana and Maine; and if the 
latter two States are to be excepted from the 

operations of this bill, there is no reason why 
Pennsylvania and Ohio should not be excepted. 


| 
| 
| 
| For myself, [ prefer a uniform day throughout 
the United States for the election of members 
of Congress; but the majority of this House 
has indicated a disposition to relieve Indiana 


and Maine; hence I feel it my duty to offer 
this amendment. 


Mr. RANDALL. I will hear the sugges- 
tion of the gentleman. 

Mr. DAWES. I suggest to the gentleman 
to modify his amendment so as to read thus: 

The days for the election of members of Congress 


shall be uniform throughout the Union, except in 
those States that preter some other day. 


[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. RANDALL. I recognize the sarcasm, 
the well-pointed sarcasm, of the gentleman's 
suggestion. 

Mr. DAWES. Does the gentleman accept 
the modification T suggest? 


Mr. RANDALL. No, sir. The gentle- 


| man can have all the glory of his sarcasm in 


the Globe; I do not think I need insert it in 
my amendment. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I ask that the 
amendment, as amended, be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
00 teaee [Mr. Rawnpatt] is entitled to the 
f oor. 


Mr. RANDALL. 


whole 


I yield for the purpose 


| of allowing the amendment to be read. 


The Clerk read as follows : 

Add to the bill the following: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the elec- 
tion of all Representatives in Congress shall ho held 
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of Novem- 
ber of each alternate year, after the election of 
electors of President and Vice President in the year 
1872, except for members of the Forty-Third Con- 
gress, and exceptin caseof special elections ordered 
to filla vacancy: Provided further, That this section 
shall not apply to the State of Maine or to the State 
of Indiana until the year 1876. 


Mr. RANDALL. My amendment proposes 
to add to what has just been read a provision 
to include Pennsylvania and Ohio among the 
States excepted unless the day be sooner 


| changed by an amendment of their State con- 


It is only a proper protection for || 


| shall be uniform after 1872. 


stitutions. In Pennsylvania, it is true, we 
have by an immense majority voted to make a 
general revision of our State constitution ; 
and I was in hopes that if this original propo- 
sition had passed our State convention would 
promptly have acquiesced in the judgment of 
Congress and fixed in the amended constitu- 


_ tion the first Tuesday after the first Monday of 


November, instead of the second Tuesday of 
October, the day now fixed in the State con- 
stitution; and Pennsylvania would thus con- 
form hereafter to the day which has been 
selected by a vast majority of the States. 
But if Indiana and if the State of Maine are 
to be exempted from the operation of this 
bill, why should not Pennsylvania, and why 
should not the State of Ohio? As to the 
State of Ohio, I do not know whether their 
constitution can be amended in time. I do 
not know but it may be in the same situation. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Chairman, it 
seems to me it will be better to postpone the 
fixing of the day of election until some other 
time. Let it be referred to some committee, 
to the Committee of Elections, or to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to prepare and report 
a proper bill on this subject. It is only pro- 
posed by the amendment that the elections 
It is not to take 
effect until 1874, so that there is no necessity 
for putting any provision in this bill on this 
subject whatever. There is plenty of time 


| for Congress to provide by law, and by such 


law as will obviate the least hardship on these 
several States. A bill can be digested by the 
proper committee, and reported to this House 
for its action in the future. 

i desire to get the apportionment bill through 
so that the Legislatures may act upon it and 
get it through before the holidays. This pro- 
vision in regard to fixing the time for the elec 
tions may be postponed to some future day. I[t 
only embarrasses the passage of this bill. We 
have not the constitutional provisions of the 
various States before us. We have not exam- 


| ined the subject sufficiently, nor can we at this 


time. 
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While it is true that Congress hasthe power | 
to fix one day for the election of members of | 
Congress throughout the United States, it is a 
yower which Congress has never yet exercised. 
i confess to a disposition on my part to leave 
something to the convenience of the States 
themselves on this subject. I am willing to 
leave it to them to fix the best time to suit 
themselves for the election of the men they 
send to this House as their Representatives. 
rhe tendency throughout the country is, how- 
ever, to uniformity in this matter. We have 
fixed a uniform day for the election of elect- 
ors of President. That is proper, for the pres- 
idential office is a higher office. Itis more of 
a nationaloffice. The Presidentis the President 
of all of the United States, while a member 
of Congress is a member only from his own 
State. It is well enough to leave something | 
to the States themselves in this matter. Sev- | 
eral of the States have divers times for the | 
election of their members of Congress. Some | 


1 


| 


| will soon come to it—an election once in two | among the several States in the ma 
years, or two elections in four years, instead || =p next section of this act. 
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of five elections, as we now have. But to adopt 


an amendment of our State constitution it | 


must first be passed by the lower house of the 
Legislature, which will be in session in 1872, 
after which it must lie over for one year and 
then be passed by a two-thirds vote in each 
branch of the Legislature, which will be in 
session in 1873, and then it must be submit- 
ted to the people for ratification. 

Mr. DAWES. There are two States still 
left out, Texas and California. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Put them all in. I am 
willing to include Texas and California also; 


impossible for us to change our constitution 
in a legal way, and without a revolufion, at 


| least previous to the year 1873; and for that | 
| reason I think the State of Connecticut ought | 
| to be inserted as well as the States of Maine, | 


elect in September; others hold their elec- || Indiana, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. 


tions in October. Pennsylvania, Ohio, and 
Indiana hold their elections in October, while 
other States have their elections at other sea- 
sons of the year. 


i] 
i} 
i] 


Mr. McCRARY. I 
Iowa inserted in the amendment. 


| Mr. KELLOGG. 


States is to uniformity in this matter. As they || the election of Representatives in Congress; 
change the time for holding the election they || but I do not think the State of Connecticut, or 


are pretty generally fixing November. The 
State of Illinois elected its members in August, 
and it has now changed the time to November. | 


That, I believe, is the general tendency. I | 
hope, therefore, the committee will not incor- || 


porate any of these amendments in this bill. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I moveto strike out the 
last word of the amendment of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. That is not in order, 


as the amendment of the gentleman from || 


Pennsylvania is an amendment to an amend- 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point is well taken. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Cannot I move to strike 
out the last word of the original amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. The question must be 
first taken on the amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

The question recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. 
STEVENSON. 

The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 69, noes 33; no quorum voting. 


The CHAIRMAN, under the rule appointed 


Mr. Ranpauu and Mr. Farnsworrs as tellers. || 
The committee again divided ; and the teilers | 


reported—ayes 95, noes 34. 


RANDALL to the amendment of Mr. | 


|| any other State, should be compelled to hold | 
||} an additional election until they have had | 


ample time to change their constitution for 
the election of other officers, if they choose 
to change it. 

Mr. McCRARY. I think, Mr. Chairman, 
now that the question is before the House, 
that there ought to be some provision made to 
have one day for the election of members of 
Congress througuout the country. In doing 
this, however, there ought to be such provision 


election in any State at the next election for 
members of Congress. 
| have been named are included in the amend- 
ment, [ think there will be no difficulty any- 
| where in the country, and, if the amendinent 


| be adopted, after the next election of members 


| of Congress there will be a uniform day for the 
_ election throughoutthe Union. I hope, there- 
fore, that, with the insertion of those States, 
the amendment will be adopted. I yield the 
remainder of my time to the gentleman from 
| Vermont, [Mr. WiLLarp. } 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has two 
minutes of his time remaining. 

Mr. WILLARD. I simply desire to state 
what is the reason for inserting Vermont. 





So the amendment to the amendment was || The constitution of Vermont requires that our 


agreed to. 


|| annual election for State officers should be 
I move to insert after || held in September. 
the word *‘ Pennsylvania,’ in the amendment || 
just adopted, the word ‘‘Connecticut.’’ At | 


in $ We cannot change that 
constitution, if we tried, for eight years. We 
are shut up now for eight years from alter- 


the suggestion of my friend from Vermont, I || ing our constitution, and shall be obliged to 


will modify my amendment and move to insert 


the words ‘‘ Vermont’’ and ‘‘Connnecticut ;’’ || tial elections for that purpose. 


and I offer the amendment for this reason: 
although | hope the State of Connecticut will | 


amend its constitution so as to hold its elec- |! 


| hold a special election between the presiden- 
For this rea- 


‘| son I think Vermont should be included in the 


amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN. Thedebate on the amend- 





. . i] . ° 
tions only once in two years, and hold them at || ment of the gentleman from Connecticut [ Mr. 


the same time the presidential election is 
held—on the Tuesday following the first Mon- 
day in November in each year of a presidential 
election—and the other alternate elections on 
the like day of the year as the presidential elec- 
tion, still our constitution at the present 
time, so far as State officers are concerned, 
compels us to elect them on the first Monday | 
in April in each year. We can change the 
time of election of members of Congress by 
law even for the next Congress, but we can- 
not change the time of electing our State offi- 
cers in seasou for the next Congress. Wecan 
elect members of Congress on the Tuesday 
following the first Monday of November by a 
change of our laws, and without a change of 
our constitution; but it will give us six elec- 
tions in four years instead of five, as we have | 
now; and five elections are altogether too 

many. We hope toget—and I hope my State | 





liv 
| 





| KELLOGG] to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Bur.er] is closed. 
The Clerk will again report it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


,, After the word “ Pennsylvania” insert the words 
will read : 

Provided further, That this section shall not apply 
to the Strate of Maine, or tothe State of Indiana, 
or tothe States of Pennsylvania, Vermont, Connec- 
ticut, Iowa, and Ohio, unless sooner changed by an 


amendment of the constitutions of said last-named | 


States, until the year 1876. 


1 accept that also. I. 
But the tendency in all the || trust we shall have a uniform day fixed for 


| made as will save the necessity of a double | 


If the States which | 


* Vermont, Connecticut, Lowa;’’ so that the proviso | 


but I say it is impossible, and I hope gentle- | 
men of the House will understand me, it is || 


shon'd wish to have | 


SS 


— = — — A 
a 


The question being taken, Mr. KeLLoce’s | 


amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BRIGHT. 
except the enacting clause of the pending bill, 
and to insert the following in lieu thereof. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That from and after the 3d day of March, 1873, the 


House of Representatives shall be composed of two 
hundred and forty-three members, to be apportioned 


I move to strike out all | 


| 


nner directa 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise to a point of 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
state his point of order. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. It is that t, 
amendment of the gentleman from Tenneggo, 
[Mr. Bricur] is not an amendment to that of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Bry. 
LER] on the subject of a uniform day of ele 
tion. This is a substitute, and there is oye 
substitute pending already. : 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair will ry), 
after the amendmeat is read. 

The Clerk having resumed and concluded 
the reading of the amendment offered by }r, 
BriGur, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would sug. 
gest to the gentleman from Tennessee that the 
amendment he offers will evidently be in order 
at the proper time. The question now before 
the committee is the amendment offered by tie 
gentleman from Massachusetts, { Mr. Burieg,} 
as amended. There is a substitute already 
pending, and the Chair decides that that shoul 
be disposed of before another substitute is iy 
order. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I have no desire to offe; 
my amendment out of order, so that I have 
the opportunity of bringing it in at the proper 
place. That is all I desire, and I will with. 
draw it for the present. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I desire to make a pariia. 
mentary inquiry. Itiswhether, when we reach 
the consideration of the substitute of the gen. 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. Mercvr, | the 
proposition of the gentleman from Tennessee 
will not be in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will enter. 
tain the amendment of the gentleman from 
Tennessee as an amendment to the substitute 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. STORM. = 1 move to strike out the Jas: 
word of the enacting clause, merely for the 
purpose of correcting a mistake which wa 
made yesterday in the calculation upon ti 
basis of representation. My distinguished 
friend from Ohio [Mr. BrnGHam] antagonized 
the position taken by the gentleman from New 
. {Mr. Cox,] and asserted that bis calcu: 
lation was wrong. I contend, Mr. Chairman, 
that the calculation made by the gentleman is 
correct. The mistake that the gentleman from 
Ohio made in his calculation is this: that he 
treats the apportionment as if it were to be 
made among the whole population of the Un 
ted States, without regard to the Constitution; 
but I call his attention to the second section 
of the first article of the Constitution, which 
Says: 

‘* Representatives and direct taxes shall be appor- 
tioned among the several States which may be in- 
cluded within this Union, according to their respect 
ive numbers, which shall be determined by adding 
to the whole number of free persons, including those 
bound to service for a term of years, and exclud- 


ing Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other per 
sons,”’ &c. 


The gentleman y 


“1 
Ui 


The apportionment must be made among the 
several States. We must ireat the populatiou 
as the population of the States, and not as the 
population of the entire United States, and for 
this reason: that several of the Srares have not 
the population which makes up the ratio which 
the gentleman makes hisdivisor. For instance, 
Delaware has not that number, Nevada has not 
that number, neither has the State of Ore- 
gon the requisite number; and certainly the 
population of those States must be deducied 
from his dividend, and if the dividend be thus 
diminished he will get a different number o! 
Representatives for some of the States. 

I say again, that the position which the ge 
tleman from New York [Mr. Cox] took yes 
terday, when he stated that Rhode Island wou'd 
suffer a deduction of one member, is correc, 
and is correct upon the principles of mathe: 
matics. It is said that figures will not lie, aud 
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they will not lie of themselves if gentlemen do 


not m 


cubornation of puree: 
~ Mr. EAMES. 

answering the statement of the gentleman on 
the other side. I understand the statement to 
be made by him that in the event that we take 
from the aggregate population of all the States 
the population of Delaware, Nevada, Oregon, 
and Nebraska by the calculation he makes- 
the State of Rhode Island would lose one mem- 
ber. 1 have had occasion to look into this 
matter, and I admit that if the rule is applied, 
to deduct from the aggregate population of thé 
whole country the population of the Territories 
and of those States which have not a sufficient 
number of inhabitants to entitle them toa Rep- 
sentative here, but who have a constitutional 
right to representation upon this floor, to wit, 
the States of Oregon, Nebraska, Delaware, and 


{ Laughter. ] 


have made that there has been no estimate 


made, no statement presented to this House || 
from any quarter, whether from the Secretary | 


of the Interior or from the suggestions made by 
members here in relation to the matter, that 
would throw Rhode Island out and reduce her 
representation. 1am happy to say this. 

Take the tabular statement which has been 


prepared and laid upon our desks, and you will |, 


find that on dividing the population by 280, if 


that is fixed as the number of which the House || 
shall be composed, Rhode Island has a frac- | 


tion over a moiety; that she has a population 
entitling her to one Representative, and a frac- 
tion over a moiety for an additional Represent- 


ative. And if it is so under the number 280 in | 


that tabular statement, it is so also in relation 
to any number that exceeds that, whether 281, 
282, or 283. 

There was also another tabular statement 
presented by the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. 
GARFIELD, ] in which he fixes the ratio by de- 


ducting the number of citizens that are abridged | 
of their right to exercise the elective franchise || 
from the aggregate population of the whole | 


country, exclusive of the Territories, and put- 
ting the number of the House of Represent- 
atives at 280, making that the divisor in order 
to find the ratio of representation. In that case 
Rhode Island is brought in having a fraction 
over a moiety. Thatis so, of course, with 281, 
282, or 283, if either number should be agreed 
upon for this Hoase. The same result is pro- 
duced upon the ratio named by the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Bincuam] with a House of 
two hundred and eighty-three members. 

I say, therefore, that upon any tabular state- 
ment that has been made here, or of any fig- 
ures that can be made from those tabular 
statements, whether from individuals or offi- 
cial quarters, Rhode Island would come in 
with a fraction greater than a moiety. That 
is the only rule that ought to be applied. 

This een is to be made for the 
period of ten years. Itis a question of vital 
interest to the people of every State in this 
country. It is of as much interest to Rhode 


State. In my judgment, the only rule that 
ought to be applied is, after an equal division is 
made, to give to each State an additional mem- 
ber if it shall have a fraction ever a moiety. 
Such has been the legislation of this country 
from the first organization of the Government 
under the Constitution, except when the first 
number (sixty-five) was fixed in the Consti- 


tution itself, which was done by an arbitrary | 


assignment. As to the next apportionment, 
made in 1792, after the first census was taken, 
we find that the rule is applied there, that 
after you have fixed the ratio to be necessary 
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ee ea 


rise for the purpose of | 


| the sixth census. ‘Then, by the statute it is | 
| expressly declared to be the rule that when- | 
| ever a State has a fraction over a moiety, 1n || the law to-day. That is the point the gentle- 


| from that rule. 
| & certain number, to wit, two hundred and | 
| thirty-three, for the number of members of || ment. 


| upon by the Government from its organization, | 








| day that I was mistaken in my calculation. | 
| The impression went to the House that upon i 
| the hypothesis which I assumed I had made a | 


| an exact calculation. it 
| I stand upon it, and I defy contradiction. I || he refers. 





| forth in the bill of the gentleman from Illinois, 
| to two Representatives, and has a fraction in 
Island, and no more so than, to any other | 
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| ; | 
: wee | for one Representative on this floor, the popu- } whole number of representative population in 
ake them lie; but [am afraid that inthis | 


s distinguished friend from Ohio (Mr. | 
ee has been guilty of mathematical | 


lation of each State is to be divided by it, and | every State of this Union as stated in the 
wherever a fraction exceeds a moiety, in that |) report of the Secretary of the Interior and chal- 
event the State is to be entitled toan additional | lenged bynobody. The position Lassumed yes- 
Representative. || terday, and which the gentleman will find re- 
So it continued, running down through the || ported in my remarks, was that the true method 
other apportionments of 1811, 1822, and 1882, || of ascertaining the ratio of representation was 
and until we come to the apportionment under || prescribed by law for twenty consecutive years; 
and I believe it is in accordance with all the 
preceding action of the Government, and is 
~_ event re ~~ entitled to i ara | man overlooks. He undertakes to state here 
epresentative. it was not until the legisla- 


senta é | that [ misinterpreted the Constitution, Why, 
tion of 1850 that we find any depurture at all || sir, the whole nation, according to the genile- 


It was then changed by fixing |! man's logic, has been misinterpreting the Con- 
stitution from the foundation of the Govern- 
The law of 1850 declares that the 

whole representative population of the nation 
shall be ascertained; that the aggregate of 
|| the whole representative population shall be 


which this House should be composed, not 
only during the decade for which they made 
that apportionment, but that it should be the 


_rule for all time to come. That Congress, the || divided by 233, the whole number of Repre 
|| Thirty-First, I think, undertook to prescribe | 
Nevada, when their population is deducted | 
from the aggregate population of all the States || 
it will undoubtedly reduce the dividend, and || 
reduce, of course, the ratio of representation. || 
Ido not know to what precise extent it will || 
reduce it; but Ido know from calculations I || 


J ; | sentatives provided for in that act, and that 
a rule for the decade which now commences, || the product shall be used as the divisor of the 
and for all time. It departed from the prin- || representative population in each State. That 
ciple that had been followed for years before || is the law. I stand upon it; and I will read 
that time, and by the Constitution itself, in || it now in the hearing of the House: 

fixing the ratio. It undertook to prescribe || “gro, 25. Andbe it further enacted, That so soon 
that there should be a certain number, two || as the next and each subsequent enumeration of the 
hundred and thirty-three, and that that num. | inhabitants of the several States, directed by the 


ber should be i ased only by ti lditi || Constitution of the United States to be taken, shall 
er should be increased only by the addition || be completed and returned to the office of the De- 
of members from States thereafter to be ad- || partment of the Interior, it shall be the duty of the 


mitted into the Union. It did more than that; || Secretary of the Interior to ascertain the aggregate 


eat vate sig | representative population of the United States, by 
it violated the principle which had been acted || adding to the whole number of free persons in allthe 
States, mereees pase bonne to service for a term 
“i at after a certai aq || of years and excluding Indians not taxed, three 
i de d the a g a “7! ’ : , 
_ le nae th - —- ; - i re h -- || fifths of all other persons; which aggregate popula- 
een assigned among the States by an equal || tion he shall divide by the number 233, and the pro- 
division, the number necessary to make the | bp of sach division, rejecting any fraction of a unit, 
sen ln . am se States || if any.sach happen to remain, shall be the ratio, or 
whole number should be given to —_ States || rule of apportionment, of Representatives among the 
that had the largest fractions. it did more || several States under such enumeration; and thesaid 
than that; it took from this House the right || Secretary ofthe Department of the Interiorsball then 


ito make the apportionment, and gave it to || proceed, in the same manner, to ascertain the repre- 


sentative population of each State, and todivide the 
whole number of the representative population of 


the head of one of the Departments. \| 
What I say is this: that under any just and || each State by the ratio already determined by bim as 
] : | above directed; and the product of this last division 


equitable rule that can be made we must give || chall be the number of Representatives apportioned 
an additional Kepresentative wherever the || to such State under the then last enumeration.” 
fraction exceeds a moiety, and that upon any | I have followed, sir, the practice of the 
figures made upon any tabular statement used || Government and the law. I admit that the 
here Rhode Island comes with a moiety en- | law is not obligatory upon us if it is not in 
titling her to a Representative. '| accordance with the Constitution; but I sub 
{ Here the hammer fell. ] | mit that the nation has always acted upon it, 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the pend- | and it has never been challenged until this 
ing amendment has been exhausted. | debate, when the gentleman, in the exigency 
Mr. STORM. I withdraw my amendment. of the moment, sees fit to raise this question. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I renew the amendment I say that act gives the true rule. 
for the purpose of correcting the gentleman | Mr. MERCUR. Will the gentleman per- 
who, in the hurry of his statements, has sim- | mit me to ask him a question? 
ply reversed the order of things thattook place || Mr. BINGHAM. Yes, sir. 
on this floor yesterday. I was notified yester- Mr. MERCUR. I understand the gentle- 
man to say that that law of 1850 remains in 
force, has not been modified, changed, or im- 
paired. I wish to ask him whether it was not 
changed or modified by the law of March 4, 
1862, by which the number of members of this 
House was increased by the addition of eight. 
Mr. BINGHAM. No, sir; that does not 
change the principle I am talking about at all. 
And let the gentleman produce the act to which 
He ought to remember the words 
say that Rhode Island, according to the pro- || of Coke, that he should be ashamed to report 
visions of existing law, to which | alluded 1 the provisions of a written statute without pro- 


yesterday, as to the mode of computing the || ducing it. I undertake to say that the principle 


representative population of this nation, is | to which I refer has been changed by no law. 
| 
' 
' 








mistake. I repeat here to-day, after delibera- | 
tion, that any mistake I made was a mistake 
against my own position. I expressly said 
yesterday that my statement was general. I | 
answer the gentleman further, that I demanded | 
I have made it since. 





entitled, upon the basis of representation set || Mr. MERCUR. Did not the act of 1862, 
increasing the number of Representatives, mod- 
ify the act of 1850? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Lunderstand that; but it 
does not change the principle abair’s breadth. 

i Here the hammer fell.) 

Mr. COX. I do not intend to go into any 
Mr. BINGHAM. Yeg, sir. | discussion about arithmetic. 

Mr. STORM. Iaskthe gentleman whether, || Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise to a point of 
in his dividend and in his method of making || order, that this whole discussion is not perti- 
the apportionment under the bill, he does not || nent to the amendment nuw pending and next 


excess of a moiety of not merely three han. 
dred and twenty-five, but twenty-two hundred. | 

Mr. STORM. Will the gentleman allow me | 
to ask him a question? 


‘treat the States of Delaware, Oregon, and || to be voted on. 


Nevada as each having one hundred and thirty- || Mr. COX. Then I will move to strike out 
six thousand inhabitants ? || the last word of that amendment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have not treated them || Mr. FARNSWORTH. Thatis notin order, 
at all otherwise than as stated in the report || for there is an amendment to the amendment 
of the Secretary of the Interior. I took the |] pending. 
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{ . 
Mr. COX. Why did not the gentleman | officers of a State, or the members of the Legisla- 
|, ture thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabit- 


make his point of order on his friend from 
Ohio, who is a friend of the bill? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I am doing it now 
upon one of my best friends. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. COX. Thank you. I will sit down 
after that. [Laughter. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is 
well taken. 

Mr. COX. 
Bincnam’s speech. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. BINGHAM. Not quite. 

The question then recurred on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Burier, of Massachusetts, as 
amended. 

Mr. KING. I wish to submit a substitute 
for the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
tertain further amendments in the way of sub- 
stitutes. 


ayes 23, noes 92, 

Mr. MAYNARD. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. So the amend- 
ment as amended was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question next 
recurs on the following substitute of Mr. 
Mercur, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Phat from and after the 3d day of March, 1873, the 
Ilouse of Representatives shall be composed of two 
hundred and eighty-one members, to be apportioned 
among the several States in accordance with the pro- 
visions of this act, that isto say. within the State 
of Maine, five; witbin the State of New Hampshire, 
two; within the State of Vermont, two; within the 
State of Massachusetts, eleven; within tho State of 
Rhode Island, two; within the State of Connecticut, 
four: within the State of New York, thirty-two; 
within the State of New Jersey, seven; within the 
State of Pennsylvania, twenty-six; within the Stato 
of Delaware, one; within the State of Maryland, 
eix; within the State of Virginia, nine; within the 
State of North Carolina, eight; within the State of 
South Carolina, five; within the State of Georgia, 
nine; within the State of Alabama, seven; within 
the State of Mississippi, six; within the State of 
Louisiana, five; within the State of Ohio, nineteen; 
within the State of Kentucky, ten; within the State 
of Tennessee, nine: within the State of Indiana, 


| 
| 


Then I move to strike out Mr. | 


The Chair cannot en- || 


twelve: within the State of Illinois, nineteen; within | 


the State of Missouri, twelve; within the State of 
Arkansas, four; within the State of Michigan, nine; 
within the State of Florida, one; within the State of 
Texas, six; within the State of Iowa, nine; within 


the State of Wisconsin, eight; within the State of | 


California, four; within the State of Minnesota, 
three; within the State of Oregon, one; within the 
State of Kansas, three; within the State of West 
Virginia, three; within the State of Nevada, one; 


within the State of Nebraska, one: Provided, That | 
if, after such appre ene shail have been made, | 


iny new State shall be admitted into the Union, the 


ants of such State, being twenty-one years of age 
and citizens of the United States, or in any way 
abridged, except for participation in rebellion or 
other crime, the basis of representation therein shall 
be reduced in the proportion which the number of 
such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of 
male citizens twenty-one years of agein such State,”’ 
which aggregate population shall be divided by the 


| number 243, and the product for such division, re- 


jecting any fraction of an unit, if any such happen | 


to remain, shall be the ratio or rule of apportion- 
ment of Representatives among the several States 
under such enumeration; and the said Secretary of 


the Department of the Interior shall then proceed | 


in the same manner to ascertain the representative 
population of each State, and to divide *he whole 
number of the representative population of such 
State by the ratio already determined by him as 
above directed ; 


and the product of this last division | 


shall bethe numberof Representatives apportioned | 


to such State under the then last enumeration: Pro- 
vided, That the loss in the number of. members, 
caused by the fractions remaining in the several 


| States on the division of the population thereof, 


a ; as | shall be compensated for by assigning to so many of 
The committee divided; and there were— || 


the States having the largest fractions, one addi- 


tional member each for its fraction as may be neces- | 
sary to make the whole number of Representatives | 
|, two hundred and forty-three: And provided also, 


Thatif, before the apportionment ofthe Represent- 


| atives, under the next or any subsequent census, a 


new State or States shall be admitted into the Union, 
the Representative or Representatives assigned to 


| such new State or States shall be in addition to the || 
| number of Representatives herein above limited, || 
which excess of Representatives over two hundred | 


| the Unite 


and forty-three shall only continue until the next | 


succeeding apportionment of Representatives under 
the nextsucceeding census: And nrovided also, That 
“each State shall have at least one Representative.” 
Sec. 3. That when the Department of the Interior 
shall have apportioned the Representatives, in the 
manner above directed, among the several States, or 
any subsequent enumeration of the inhabitants of 
{ States, he shall, as soon as practicable, 

make out and transmit under his seal of office to the 
House of Representatives a certificate of the num- 
ber of members apportioned to each State under the 
last enumeration; and shall likewise make out and 


transmit, without delay, to the Executive of each | 


State, a certificate, under his seal of office, of the 


number of members apportioned to such State under | 


such last enumeration. . ; 7 
Sec. 4, All laws and parts of laws inconsistent with 


| the foregoing are hereby repealed. 


| ment 


Kepresentative or Representatives of such new State || 


shall be additional to the number of two hundred 
and eighty herein limited. 

Sec. 2. That in each State entitled under this law 
to more than one Representative, the number to 
which said State may be entitled in the Forty-Third 
and each subsequent Congress shall be elected by 


districts composed of contiguous territory equal in | 


number to the number ot Representatives to which 


said States may be entitled in Congress, no one dis- | 


triet electing more than one Representative: Pro- 
vided, That in theelection of Representatives to the 
Forty-Third Congress in any State which by thislaw 
isgiven an increased number of Representatives 
the additional Representative or Representatives 
allowed tosuch State may be elected by the State at 


large, and the other Representatives to which the | 


State is entitled, by the districts as now prescribed 
by law in said State, unless the Legislature of said 
State shall otherwise provide before the time fixed 
by law for the election of Representatives therein. 


Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, within the 
short time allotted I should be unable to enter 
into a discussion of the merits of that amend- 
Indeed, 1 presume it would not be 
necessary for me so to do, for the House will 


perceive the amendment is framed upon the | 


law of 1850, so as to accommodate it to the | 


altered condition of our representative popu- 
lation. The committee will perceive that the 
bill first fixes the number of Representatives; 
secondly, it is declaratory, declaring the repre- 
sentative population of the States under the 
Constitution; and thirdly, it is directory to the 


| Secretary of the Interior to make the appor- 


as 
So I might re- 


tionment, which is arithmetical as wel 
judicial to a certain extent. 


mark further, it not only covers the emergency | 


of the present, but provides for the future ; so 
it will be enabling and directory to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to make out any future 


_ apportionment. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I move the following amend- | 
ment in the way of a substitute for that amend- | 


ment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


That from and after the 3d day of March, 1873, the {| 
House of Representatives shall be composed of two | 


hundred and forty-three members, to be appor- 
tioned among the several States in the manner 
directed in the next section of this act. 

Sec. 2. That from the ninth census returns, now in 
the Department of the Secretary of the Interior, and 
at each subsequent enumeration of the inhabitants 
of the several States, directed by the Constitution 
of the United States to be taken, shall be completed 
and returned to the Department of the Interior, it 
shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Iuterior to 
ascertain the aggregate representative population of 
the United States “counting the whole number of 
persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed,” 
and “‘ when the right to vote at any election for Pres- 
ident and Vice President of the United States, Rep- 


It may be objected, Mr. Chairman, that this 
refers a judicial matter to the Secretary of the 
Interior. It is no more than wheat has been 
already done by the law of the land. 

I would say, furthermore, Mr. Chairman, 
that, owing to the peculiar organization of our 


| laws, it is necessary a certain portion of judi- 


cial power should be intrusted to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior or some other person. It 
has been a matter of necessity to adjudge to us 
the slave population heretofore. It has been 
a matter of necessity to adjudge who were the 
freedmen heretofore. It has been a matter of 


necessity to adjudge who were Indians not | 


taxed. So, Mr. Chairman, the committee will 
perceive that this bill proposes simply to ac- 
commodate itself to the existing requirements 
of the Constitution of the United States. I 
might remark, furthermore, in relation to the 
fourteenth amendment, that it makes a provis- 
ion to enforce that so far as the representa- 
tive population and the excluded classes under 
the fourteenth amendment are concerned. I| 


|| know that it has been intimated here that the 
resentatives in Congress, the exeeutive and judicial || fraetions are so diminutive that the maxim, 


ST 
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‘de minimis lex non curat,”’ applies to ; 
But I do not understand that this Honse h,. 
any right to temporize with the constitutiong) 
question. All we have to do is to see the 
the Constitution be faithfully executed; and 
in the bill I have offered it will be seen tha 
there is a provision for the enforcement of the 
Constitution ; nothing more, nothing less; anq 
leaving consequences to take care of them 
If any State, by constitution or hy 


| law, has infringed the fourteenth amendmoey 


of the Constitution of the United States, why. 
as a matter of course, it has done so at its ow, 
peril. Itis a denial of a right to its own gj 


| zens, and, as a matter of course, it must by 


responsible for the denial or abridgment of 
the rights of any of its citizens. As to the 
number of Representatives, I call attention to 
the comments of Justice Story in the folloy. 
ing sections in his valuable work on the Cop. 
stitution: 


“Src. 651. Neitheris there any ground to assert that 
the ratio between the Representatives and the peo. 
ple ought, upon principle, to be the same whether 
the latter be numerous or few.”’ $ + * 


‘ 


| ‘‘ Nothing can be more fallacious than to found polit. 
| ical calculations on arithmetical principles. Sixty 


| a given degree of power than six or seven. 


or seventy men may be more properly 7a with 
205 it 
does not follow that six or seven hundred would bg 
proportionably a better depositary ; and if the sup- 
position is carried on to six or seven thousand, the 
whole reasoning oughtto bereversed. The truth js, 
that in all cases a certain number seems necessary 


| to secure the benefits of tree consultation and dis. 
| eussion, to guard against too easy a combinatioy 








for impreper purposes, and to prevent hasty and 
ill-advised legislation. On the one hand the num- 
ber ought to be kept within a modera e limit, ip 
order to avoid the confusion, intemperance, and ip- 
convenience of a multitude. It was a famous say- 
ing of Cardinal De Retz, that every public assembly 
consisting of more than one hundred members was 
amere mob. But surely this is just as ine’ rrect as 
it would be to aver that every one which consiste, 
of ten members would be wise. 

“Sc. 652. The question then is, and must forever 
be in every nation, a mixed question of sound 
policy and discretion, with reterence to its size, its 
population, its institutions, its local and physica 
condition, and all the other circumstances affeciing 
its own interests and convenience. 

“Sec. 653. The suggestion is often made that a 
numerous representation is necessary to obtain th: 
confidence of the people. This is not general! 
true. Public confidence will be easily gained) 
good administration; and it will be secured by 
other.” 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
{Mr. Bricut,] which is in the nature of : 
amendment to the amendment of the gent! 


| man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Mercer. } 


Mr. MERCUR rose. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
on this. 

Mr. MERCUR. I hope this amendment 
will not be adopted. I am glad, however, 
that an amendment has been presented rais- 
ing the question as to the proper number of 
members of which this House should be com: 
posed. It proposes to have it consist of two 
hundred and forty-three members; but no 
tabular statement is presented showing pre 
cisely what fractional number would be rep: 
resented or fail to be represented under such 
apportionment. 

‘The statement which was laid on our table, 
coming from the Census Bureau, does make a 
calculation on the supposition that the House 
shall consist of two hobdred and forty-one 
members, and the number of large fractions 
which would be entirely unrepresented shows 
the unreasonableness of the House being com: 
posed of any such number. It proposes that 
the ratio shall be 158,146, if the House shall 
consist of two hundred and forty-one members 
Increasing the number by two, and making !! 
two hundred and forty-three, would lessen the 
ratio somewhat, but not materially. Now, this 
tabular statement shows that several States 
would have very large fractions entirely unre): 
resented ; that Connecticut would have 63,0! 
unrepresented ; that Georgia would have 77.0: 
unrepresented; that Iowa would have 84.77! 
unrepresented ; Kentucky, 55,843; Michi 
gan, 77,037; Rhode Island, 59,207, and South 
Carolina, 73,022. Thus, whenever an attempt 


Let us have a vote 





187 


as 


js mu 
ited n 
act of 
rule, | 
from 
reduc! 
forty:! 
not p! 
The 
Bric! 
The 
aves 4 
Mr. 
Tel 
Mr. X 
The 
repor’ 
So 
Mr. 
to off 
Add 
SEC. 
after. 
1874, 1 
each 
States 
grates 
day 1 
every 
estab! 
Ms said § 
e Deleg 
day 0 
sectio 
State 
SEC 
there 
Deleg 
tory, 
such | 
shall 
4 from 
.! shall 
ure, 
and i 
for fil 
the s: 


M 
man 
tiall 
all t 

. exce 
and 

ing t 

tion 

© afte 
T 
take 
fron 
is ta 
artic 
SS 
tion: 
scrit 
but | 


alte 
choo 


N 
the 
pas: 
4th 
I he 
the 
hav 
of t 
by | 
Hoy 
be ¢ 
ativ 
Hoi 
thir 
tior 


3 
Lg 



















son 


atiy 











them 
or b 
dimen: 
i why, 
ts Own 
mn Citi- 
ust be 
ent of 
to the 
tion to 
follow. 
é Con. 


ert that 
& peo- 
vhether 
° % 
Sixty 
ed with 


CORsary 
nd dis- 
ination 
sty and 
e Num. 
imit. in 
and in- 
dus Say- 
ssembly 
ers was 
rrect as 
ynsisted 
forever 
f sound 
Size, its 
yhysical 
ffeciing 
that } 
tain the 
enerall: 
ied b 

d by: 


on the 
lessee, 

of an 
gentle- 


a vote 


idment 
ywever, 
d rais- 
ber of 
e com- 
of two 
but no 
ig pre 
be rep 
ar such 


+ table. 
make a 

House 
rty-one 
actions 
| shows 
ig com: 
ses that 
e shall 
»mbers 
viking 1! 
sen the 
yw, this 

States 
Punrep 
63,016 
77087 
84,770 

Michi 
1 South 
attempt 





E Delegates to the Congress. commencing on the 4th 


F except that it leaves out the States of Indiana | 


after 1874. 1] 


1871. 


LS 


ae | 








—— 





the House consist of the lim- | 
| 


:. made to have } 
| number, under the ratio prescribed by the 
za of 1850, or any kindred application of the 
rule, it leads to manifest injustice. But, apart | 
from that, Mr. Chairman, I am oppose to | 
reducing the number below two hundred and 
forty-three, and I hope the amendment will | 
not prevail. ' . 

The question was On agreeing to Mr. 
Bricut’s amendment, 
The committee divided; and there were— 

aves 43, noes 92. 
“Ir. BRIGHT called for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Brigut and | 
Mr. MeRcUR were appointed. 
"Th i in divided ; and the tellers | 
[he committee again divided; andthe tellers | 
reported—ayes 58, noes 94. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
to offer the followingeamendment : 
dd the following additional sections : 
ae s Be it enacted, &c., That the Tuesday next 
after the first Monday in November, in the year | 
1874, is hereby fixed and established as the day in || 
each of the States and Territories of the United || 
States for the election of Representatives and Dele- i| 
wates to the Forty-Fourth Congress; and the Tues- 
day next after the first Monday in November, in 
every second year thereafter, is hereby fixed and 
established as the day for the election in each of 
caid States and Territories of Representatives and 


I desire | 


_ 


day of Mareh next thereafter: Provided, That this | 
section shall not apply to the State of Maine or the 
State of Indiana until the year 1876. , 

Src. —. And be it further enacted, That if, upon trial, 
there shall be a failure to elect a Representative or 
Delegate in Congress in any State, district, or Terri- 
tory, upon the day hereby fixed and established for 
such election, or if, after any such election, a vacancy 
shall occur in any such State, district, or Territory, 
from death, resignation, or otherwise, an election 
shall be held to fill any vacancy caused by such fail- 
ure, resignation, death, or otherwise, at such time | 
and in such manner as is or may be provided by law | 
for filling vacancies in the State or Territory in which 
the same may occur. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Mr. Chair- 
man, this amendment which I offer is substan- 
tially like the one which I first offered, has 
all the effect of the one which I first offered, 





and Maine, the gentlemen from Indiana insist- | 
ing that by the terms of their Staite constitu- 
tion they cannot alter their election laws until | 


That our fathers contemplated that we should 
take this matter in hand would clearly appear 
from the provision in the Constitution which 
is to be found in the fourth section of the first 
article, and is as follows: 


“The times, places. and manner of holding elec- 
tions for Senators and Representatives shall be pre- 
scribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; | 
but the Congress may at any time by law make or 
alter such regulations, except as to the places of 
choosing Senators.’’ 


Now, the desirableness of this is shown by | 
the fact that the amendment which I now offer 
passed the House of Representatives on the 
4th of April, 1870, in the very words in which 
I have drawn it, except that it did not contain 
the exceptions which my amendment does. I 
have yielded to those exceptions on account | 
of the inconveniences which have been stated 
by the gentlemen from Indiana and Maine. 
How desirable, therefore, it is that there should 
be auniform day for the election of Represent- 
atives in Congress has been settled once by the 
House, and how desirable it is everybody, I | 
think, can see when they look at the opera- 
tions of the present law. Unless we do fix | 
some time at which, as a rule, Represent- | 
atives shall be elected, it will be in the power | 
of each State to fix upon a different day, and | 
we may have a canvass going on all over the 
‘nion at different times. It gives some States 
nn due advantage. It gives some parties undue 
savantage. I can remember, in 1840, when 
‘he news from Pennsylvania and other States | 
that held their elections prior to the presi- | 
dential election settled the presidential elec- | 
“on as effectually as it was afterward done, | 
and I agree with the gentleman from Maine || 
[Mr. Perers] that the election in that State 
has an influence, and that the elections in |! 











| 





| upon my State. 


| amendment. 
whether that amendment would not involve 


| it. 
| what its practical effect would be. 
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! 
Vermont and the elections in California in 
September also have great influence upon the | 
other elections. I agree also that Indiana, | 
Ohio, and Pennsylvania, by voting in October, 
have an influence. But what I contend is that 
that is an undue advantage, that it is a wrong, 
and it is a wrong also to the people of those 
States, that once in four years they shall be 
put to the trouble of having a double election. 
On every election day the poor laboring man 
who goes to the polls to vote loses his day's 
work, to say nothing of the expenses which fall 
on the politicians, and are ef no very great | 
consequence one way or the other. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. McHENRY. Is an amendment to the 
amendment now in order? 

The CHAIRMAN, Itisnot. The amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts must first be acted on. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I submit that the 


' amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- 


setts is an amendment to the substitute, and | 
therefore an amendment to it is in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The substitute is inthe 
nature of an amendment, and another amend- 
ment would be an amendment in the third 


degree, which the Chair cannot entertain. 
Before the question is put || 
/upon the amendment of the gentleman from 


Mr. CONNER. 


Massachusetts, [ would like to make an explan- 
ation to the House as to the effect it will have 
We at present have no Legis- 
lature in Texas. Under the pending bill we 
will gain two additional Representatives. As 


the law now stands there is no provision for | 


electing more than four Representatives, and 
unless the amendment proposed by the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts shall prevail we 
will be here without the two additional Repre- 
sentatives to which we are entitled. I trust 
that our friends will so vote as to give us our 


| legitimate strength on this floor. ‘Under the 
| existing law our Legislature cannot meet until 


January, 1674, and in the mean time we will 
be deprived of two Representatives to which 
we shall be entitled under each of the bills 
now pending before the committee unless the 
amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts shall prevail. 

The question was taken upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. Burier, of Massachusetts; and 
there were—ayes 56, noes 74. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. PLATT. I offer the following amend- 
ment to the substitute of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Mercure: | 


Insert in line five, page 3, after the word “ terri- 


tory,’ the words “and containing as nearly as prac- 


ticable an equal number of inhabitants, and.” 
There is no provision of law that I have been 


. ——————————————————— 


able to discover which provides that the State | 


Legislatures in districting the States for con- 
gressicnal Representatives shall make the dis- 
tricts contain an equal number of inhabitants. 
There is nothing to prevent a State, if it chooses 
to do so, from making half a State one con- 
gressional district and dividing the rest of the 
State among the other members. They can 


make one district containing any population | 


they choose, and other districts with as small 
a population as they choose. It is forthe pur- 


pose of meeting a contingency of this kind | 


that may possibly arise that I desire to have 
inserted in the bill the amendment which I 
have proposed. 
Mr. MERCUR. I believe that is just, and 
I hope it will be adopted. 
Mr. STOUGHTON. I rise to oppose the 


It isa question, a grave question, 


more difficulty than would be compensated by 
any advantages that might possibly arise from 
In the western States especially I can show 
In the older 
settled portions of the western States the in- 
crease in population is very small, while in the 


| newer portions of the States it is very large. 


Take my own State of Michigan, for instance: 





in the southern part of the State the increase 
of population during the last decade has been 
comparatively small, while in some of the 


| northern counties, in most of the northern 
regions of the State, the increase of popula- 


tion has been very rapid. According to the 


| old apportionment of the State of Michigan, 
| larger districts, so far as population is con- 





cerned, were made in the southern part of the 
State than in the northern part of the State. 
Yet to-day in some of the northern districts 
there are two hundred and fifty thousand peo- 
ple. In apportioning the States under this law 
it will be absolutely necessary to make dis- 
tricts in the southern part of the State con- 
taining more population than in districts in 
the northern part of the State, for the very 
obvious reason that the northern districts will 


increase very rapidly, while the southern dis- 


triects will have but a small increase of popula- 
tion, In order to get a fair average during the 
decade a discrimination must be made, for it 
will be but just and right. I think it should 
be left to the discretion and judgment of the 
Legislature, and not be tied up by a provision 
of this kind. 

The question was taken upon the amend- 
ment; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. KILLINGER. I move the sections I 
send to the Clerk’s desk as an amendment to 
the pending substitute. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Src. —. Thatthe Tuesday next after the first Mon- 


| day in November, in the year 1876, is hereby fixed 


and established as the day in each of the States and 
Territories of the United States for the election of 
Representatives and Delegates to the Forty-Fifth 
Congress; and the Tuesday nextafter the first Mon- 
day in November in every second year thereafter is 
hereby fixed and established as the day for the elee- 
tion, in each of said States and Territories, of Rep 
resentatives and Delegates to the Congress com 
mencing on the 4th day of March next thereafter. 
Sec. —. That if, upon trial, there shall be a failure 
to elect a Representative or Delegate in Congress 
in any State, district, or Territory upon the day 
hereby fixed and established for ah election, or if, 
after any such election, a vacancy shall oceur in anv 
such State, district, or Territory, from death, resi¢ 
nation, or otherwise, an election shall be held to fill 
any vacancy caused by such failure, resignation, 
death, or otherwise, at such time andin such man- 
ner as is or may be provided by law for filling vacan- 
cies in the State or Territory in which the same may 


oceur. 

Mr. KILLINGER. The object of that 
amendment is to put off a uniform day of clee- 
tion for two years longer than by the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Burier.| It is his amendment in other 
respects, omitting the exception in favor of 
Indiana and Maine. It covers the same ground, 
but extends the time so that all the States may 
come under this provision. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I move 
to amend by striking out the last word, for the 
purpose of saying simply that this amendment 
as offered by my friend from Pennsylvania [{ Mr. 
KILLINGER] goes into operation in 1876, when 
a presidential election will take place. That 
will give every State time to conform to it. It 
deals with members of the Forty-Fifth and sub- 
sequent Congresses. 

he CHAIRMAN. The Chair would sug- 
gest to the gentleman from Massachusetts LMP. 
Bur.er] that his amendment is not strictly in 
order. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I will 
withdraw it. 
Mr. POLAND. I desire to move a sub- 


stitute for the first section of the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. KiLuincer. } 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to 


the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Potanp} 


that but one amendment to the substitute pro- 


posed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. Mercvr] can be entertained at one time. 
The substitute moved by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Mercur] is in the nature 
of an amendment, and the other gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Kituincer } has moved 
an amendment to that amendment. 

The question was then taken upon the 
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amendment of Mr. Kitiuincer; and upon a 
division there were—ayes 67, noes 61. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. ARCHER called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Kiiiincer 
and Mr. AncHer were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tell- 
ers reported that there were—ayes 107, noes 82. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. POLAND. I move to amend the first 
section of the substitute by striking out all 


after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu | 


thereof what I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That from and after the 3d day of March, 1873, the 
House of Representatives shall be composed of two 
hundred and ninety-one members, to be apportioned 
among the several States in accordance with the 
provisions of this act; that is to say,within the State 
of Maine, five; 
shire, three; within the State of Vermont, three; 
within the State of Massachusetts, eleven; within 
the State of Rhode Island, two; within the State of 
Connecticut, four; within the State of New York, 


thirty-three; within the State of New Jersey, seven; | 


within the State of Pennsylvania, twenty-seven; 
within the State of Delaware, one; within the State 
of Maryland, six; withintheState of Virginia, nine ; 
within the State of North Carolina, eight; within the 
State of South Carolina, five; within the State of 
Georgia, nine; within the State of Alabama, eight; 
within the State of Mississippi, six; within the State 
of Louisiana, six: within the State of Ohio, twenty; 
within the State of Kentucky, ten; within the State 
of Tennessee, ten: within the State of Indiana, thir- 
teen: within the State of Illinois, nineteen; within 


| 


| enough to save the present number of Repre- 


within the State of New Hamp- | 





| 


not avery large increase above the number 
named in those two bills; and it goes far 


sentatives from the States of Vermont and New 
Hampshire. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the ratio proposed in 
my amendment has, as will be seen, a very 
material advantage in relation to the fractions. 
It was suggested by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania{ Mr. Mercur] himself, that very much 


| 
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that every public assembly over one hundred i 
number amounted toa mob. In my humble 
judgment three hundred cannot do the busing, 
of forty million people as well as two hundy, : 


| We number now forty more than we should ;, 


importance ought to be attached to securing | 
a ratio that will result in the smallest number | 


of fractions. Gentlemen will see by look- | 


ing at the table furnished us by the Superin- | 
tendent of the Census, that the fractions upon | 
| the basis of two hundred and ninety-one mem- 


bers are half a million less than they are upon 
any of the other ratios that are proposed. 

It is true, Mr. Chairman, that my propo- 
sition gives an additional Representative to 
New Hampshire, although her fraction is a 
trifle less than one half. I think that we have 
the right to give some consideration to the 
number of Representatives from aState. Sup 


4 my a State having twenty Representatives 
1 


asa fraction of one hundred thousand; if 
that fraction is divided up among the various 


| districts, the number of people to be repre- 
| sented by each member is only increased by 


the State of Missouri, thirteen; within the State of || 


Arkansas, four; within the State of Michigan, nine; 
within the State of Florida, one: within the State 
of Texas, six; within the State of Iowa, nine; with- 
in the State of Wisconsin, eight; within the State of 
California, four; within the State of Minnesota, 
three; within the State of Oregon, one; within the 


Virginia, three; within the State of Nevada, one; 


| the several States according to the respective | 
|| number of their population. 
State of Kansas, three; within the State of West | 


within the State of Nebraska, one: Provided, That || 


if after such apportionment shall have been made 
any new State shall be admitted into the Union, the 
Representative or Representatives of such new State 


shall be additional to the number of two hundred | 


and ninety-one herein limited. 

Mr. POLAND. Mr. Chairman, for my own 
part I would not have advised any increase 
in the number of Representatives. I voted in 
favor of the proposition that was offered by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Bricurt, ] to 
keep the House of Representatives at its pres- 
ent number. That is my own judgment in re- 
lation to the proper number to compose this 
House. But by a very considerable majority 
it has been indicated that the House does not 
intend to restrict the number of Representa- 
tives to that fixed under existing law, but 
intends to increase it. 

The only consideration in my judgment that 
should be looked at in fixing the number of 
Representatives is what is the best practicable 
number for a working legislative body. Bat 
that is a consideration that has hardly been 
looked at here at all, hardly suggested by any- 
body. The question with members from each 
State seems to be, how are we to increase the 
representation from our State? Now, Mr. Chair 
man, | do not consider it a matter of very 
great importance whether Vermont has two 
Representatives or three, provided she has her 
fair share and proportion. By keeping the 
members of the Sensi at the present number 
Vermont would be reduced to two members. 
I was in favor of that; I am in favor of it now. 
Ifthe majority of the House would agree to it, 
I should be altogether better satisfied to have 
it in that way. 


The only argument I have heard advanced | 


why we should increase the aggregate number 
of Representatives is that it is desirable to 
prevent any State from losingany. If we are 
to enter upon that benevolent undertaking, 
why not carry it out? 
been proposed by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania | Mr. Mercur] we increase the num- 
ber to two hundred and eighty; and it is pro- 
osed by the bill which the gentleman tem 
ilinois [Mr. Farnswortn] has the care of 
that it be increased to two hundred and eighty- 
three. The substitute [ now propose raises 
the number to two hundred and ninety-one, 


By the bill which has |) 








—————— 


| increase of the number of this body 


the addition of five thousand; but if a State 


| with two Representatives has a fraction of 


one hundred thousand, the number to be 
represented by each member is increased fifty 
thousand. The Constitution provides that 


| with a given degree of power than six or ge 


Representatives shall be apportioned among | 


Of course we can 
only reach the result approximately. What- 
ever mode of calculation we may adopt the 


| agora, In one mass. 


number of Representatives will not come out || 


exactly even,and we cannot divide a Repre- 
sentative; hence, we can reach only an ap- 
proximation. Sometimes fractions have been 
counted, and sometimes they have not been 
counted. Ifthe judgment ofthe House should 
decide that these large fractions in a State 
having only one or two Representatives should 
be treated upon a somewhat different principle 
from that adopted with reference to a State 
having a large number of Representatives, I 


take it our action would be in conformity with |, 


the Constitution. If we are going to prevent 
mischief by loss of representation, let us do it. 
ne the hammer fell. ] 
a 


fr. COX. Mr. Chairman, I antagonize the | 


motion of the gentleman from Vermont in so | 


far as it increasesthe number. The gentleman 
from Vermont [ Mr. PoLanp] says that hitherto 
nobody has debated the question as to the 





Mr. POLAND. Ifthe gentleman will excuse 
me, I said that nobody who is in favor of the 
proposition of two hundred and eighty had 


| debated it. 


Mr. COX. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 
If the propositions argued so well by my 
friends from Indiana, [Mr. Kerr and Mr, Nis- 
LACK,] as well asthe argument of an incon- 
siderable person—whom it would not be mod- 
est to name—have any weight, then it would 
apply, a fortiori, against this amendment for 


two hundred and ninety-one. Against the gen- | 


tleman from Vermont I would 
stronger authority than himself. 
in his Commentaries on the Constitution, vol- 
ume two, page 120, says, in discussing the 
question which is now before the House, that— 

**The question is and forever must be, in every 


uote even a 


| down on our attempt to be decorous and d 


| in order to avoid the confusion, intemperance, and 
| inconvenience ofa multitude. It was a famous say. 


udge Story, | 


this House for the purpose of business, The 
people who gather in our galleries and Joo} 
ful, look upon this assemblage almost as a ‘i 
otic farce. They cannot understand how - 
do anything here in this noisy and NUMeroys 
body. : 

I would quote, in addition, another extract 
from Judge Story. It should have gom, 
influence on this House. In referring to the 
fact that the State of Massachusetts had , 
larger Legislature, while Pennsylvania had 
but one fifth of the number, he goes on to gay. 


“Nothing can be more fallacious than to foung 
political calculations on arithmetical principjes 
Sixty or seventy men may be more properly trusty 
But it does not follow that six or seven hundred 
would be proportionably a better depositary, And 
if the supposition is carried on to six or seven thoy. 
sand, the whole reasoning ought to be reversed, The 
truth is, that in all cases a certain number seers 
necessary to secure the benefits of free consultation 
and discussion, to guard against too easy a com). 
nation for improper purposes, and to prevent hasty 
and ill-advised legislation. On the other hand the 
number ought to be kept within a moderate limit. 


ing of Cardinal De Retz that every public assembly, 
consisting of more than one hundred members, wa; 
amere mob. But surely this is just as incorrect a3 
it would be to aver that every one which consisted 
of ten members would be wise.” 

In our Republic we have a representative sys- 
tem. Our people cannot meet, asin the Grecian 
Our people cannot by 
any possibility assemble, much less legislate 
and debate. The question is, what is a proper 
representation of their varied interests? | 
would go beck to the fathers. I would go back 
to those men who studied the spirit, form, ani 
structure of our polity as interpreted by the 


| best commentator of their work. 


{ Here the hammer fell. ] 
The question recurred on Mr. Potann’s 


| amendment. 


The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 32, noes 102. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I offer the fol: 


| lowing amendment to the first section of the 


substitute. It provides for the same distribu: 
tion of Representatives as the first section of 
the bill of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
Farnsworth, }] which section has already been 
adjusted by this committee. What is of stil! 
more consequence, it is in accordance with the 
result of the census as taken under the amended 


| Constitution. It makes the ratio of representa: 


| few days since. 


tion a little more than one hundred and thirty: 
four thousand. I will not debate this proposi- 
tion, but will refer members to tke table and 
suggestions which I submitted to the House a 
Let my amendment be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


_ Strike out all after the word ‘‘ Representatives,” 
in line four of section one, and in lieu thereof insert 


| the following: 


Shall be composed of two hundred and eigbty- 
three members, to be apportioned among the several 


| States in accordance with the provisions of this act; 


that is to say, within the State of Maine, five: 
within the State of New Hampshire, two; within 
the State of Vermont, two; within the State of Mas- 


| sachusetts, eleven: within the State of Rhode Island, 
| two; within the State of Connecticut, four; withia 
| the State of New York, thirty-two; within the State 


nation, a mixed question of sound policy and discre- || 


tion with reference to its size, its population, its 
institutions, its loca] and physical condition, and all 
other circumstances affecting its own interests and 
convenience.”’ 

He takes the ground in a very emphatic 
paragraph (section six hundred and fifty-one) 
against the increase of the number. He held, 
that sixty-five was enough atthe beginning of 
our Government; and the ‘‘fathers’’ in 1790 


| 


| 


| 


of New Jersey, seven; within the State of Pennsy!- 
vania, twenty-six; within the State of Delaware 
one; within the State of Maryland, six; within the 
State of Virginia, nine; within the State of North 
Carolina, eight; within the State of South Carolina, 
five; within the State of Georgia, nine; within the 
State of Alabama, seven; within the State of Misss- 
sippi, six; within the State of Louisiana, five; within 
the State of Ohio, twenty ; within the State of Ken- 


| tucky, ten; within the State of Tennessee, nit 


thought that one hundred and eight were suf: | 


ficient. 


within the State of Indiana, twelve; within the Sia 
of Illinois, eighteen; within the State of Missour!, 
thirteen; within the State of Arkansas, four; within 
the State of Michigan, nine; within the State 0! 
Florida, one; within the State of Texas, six: within 
the State of lowa, nine; within the State of Wisco™ 
sin, eight: within the State of California, four: 


He quotes Cardinal De Retz, who said |! within the State of Minnesota, three; within the 
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State of Oregon, 


three; Within the State of West Virginia, three; 


Le a Ne , one; 
nha the, Beate of Nevads, 9m Peer tack 
uF ee ionment shall have been made, any new State 
apP " . admitted into the Union, the Represent- 
shall oa Representatives of such new State shall be 
aiditional to the number of two hundred and eighty- 
three herein limited. 

Mr. MERCUR. [rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 

state his point of order. 
“Mr. MERCUR. It is this: that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gar- 
FIELD] is substantially the bill introduced by 
the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. Farnsworts | 
in all its terms, and that it is notin order to 
move it in this way as a substitute for the bill 
which I have introduced as a substitute for the 
original bill. ; 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Ido not offer 
+ as a substitute, but simply as an amend- 
ment to the first section, just as the gentleman 
from Vermont [Mr. Po.anp] offered a simi- 
lar amendment to the first section. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the amendment is in order. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I desire to appeal to the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GarFteLp] to with- 
draw his amendment temporarily in order that 
we may bave a vote on the proposition to re- 
duce the number of Representatives below the 
number in the bill. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
had already. 

Mr. NIBLACK. Not upon the number I 
propose. |appeal to him, as I was ona former 
oceasion excluded on a point of order, to 
wiihdraw his amendment for a few moments, 
that we may have a vote on the proposition 1 
have indicated 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
tee will permit my motion to come up as soon 
as the proposition of the gentleman from In- 
diana is voted upon, | consent to yield to him. 


That has been 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will consider | 
that that is the understanding if there is no | 


objection. The Chair hears none. 
Mr. NIBLACK. 


sylvania [Mr. Mercur] as follows: 
In the fifth line, strike out the word “eighty,” 
and insert in lieu thereof the word “fifty.” 


| gave notice the other day, when occupying 


the floor for a short time on this bill, that I | 


would at the proper time move to amend the 
substitute by reducing the number to two hun- 
dred and forty-one. But, after some consult- 


I move to amend the sub- | 
stitute offered by the gentleman from Penn- | 


i} 


| 
} 
1 


| 


If the commit- | 


ation, | have come to the conclusion that my | 


motion will be a stronger one if I make the | 


number two hundred and fifty, instead of two | 


hundred and forty-one as I originally intended. 

The result of the vote this morning upon 
the substitute offered by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Brieur,] I took as an indi- 
cation on the part of the committee that the 
House intends to increase the number beyond 
its present limit. Acting, then, upon the ad- 


vice of friends around me, and upon the indi- | 


cations which have been given by the vote 
already taken, I have concluded to submit an 
amendment proposing to make the number of 
members of this House hereafter to consist of 
two handred and fifty. and IL think this will be 
considered a fair compromise with all those 
members of the House who are not inclined 
to go for any very great increase over the 
present number. I earnestly hope, Mr. Chair- 
man, that the House will agree to my amend- 
ment, not because I have local interests to 
serve by it, or any personal interests, but 
because 1 believe that we ought not to make 
this House consist of more, in any event, than 
two hundred and fifty members, and for the 
purpose of settling this question as to whether 
we shouldadhere to something like the present 
numbers. I therefore offer this amendment, 
and shall insist on a vote upon it. 

Lam not prepared to state what effect this 
Will have on different States. That is not 
necessary. We have first to determine what 


| 
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| 
one; within the State of Kansas, || the number shall be, and it will then be 


time enough to settle matters of detail. I 


| shall not complicate my motion by indicating 


what proportions of representation the differ- 
ent States shall have. 

The question was on agreeing to Mr. Ni- 
LACK’S amendment. 

Mr. NIBLACK demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. 
and Mr. FarnswortH were appointed. 


The committee divided; and the tellers 


| reported—ayes 69, noes 82. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I again offer 
my amendment. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


Ohio allow an amendment to be offered fixing 


NIBLACK 


| 


| 


proportion to the population represented on 
this floor, this is as small a popular legisla- 
tive body as probably can be found anywhere, 
It is true that under present circumstances it 


|| is dificult to deliberate in this Chamber with 
\| pees calmness and decorum, but that must 


Will the gentleman from | 


the number at two hundred and sixty instead of | 


two hundred and eighty-three? The adoption 
of his substitute might perhaps prevent that 
motion from being made ata ly 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
two test votes already on the question of a 
lower number. Let us now have a vote on the 
proposition I have offered. 
« The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to 
make a statement to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Mercur,| who was under the 
impression that this was the identical bill 
already passed upon on the motion of the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Farnsworru. ] 

Mr. MERCUR. Not passed upon, but 
pending. 


g 
The CHAIRMAN. Yes, pending; but this 


amendment is changed so as to bring it within | 


the rule. 

Mr. HAY. Mr. Chairman, this amend- 
ment is substantially the first section of the 
bill reported by my colleague, [Mr. Farns- 
wortH.] During the period of five minutes 
allowed for debate it is impossible to give 
my views satisfactorily upon this subject. I 
wish, however, to say that, like the gentle- 
man from Vermont, I voted for the substitute 
proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee, 
restricting the number of this House to two 
hundred and forty-three, and the amendment 
of the gentleman from Indiana, fixing it at 
two hundred and fifty. But, sir, there have 
been two fair tests of the sense of the House, 
and it is clear to my mind that a large major- 
ity is in favor of a considerable increase in 
the number, and no practical result can be 
attained by opposing that feeling. 


We have had || 


e set down largely to the useless furniture 
which is here, and the habits of inattention 
which we too constantly practice while mem- 
bers are addressing us upon questions pending 
before us. These desks ought to be removed, 
so that we could gather around the Speaker 
within a circle not further from his chair than 
where I now stand. Weshould dispense with 
these pages, and, with afew desks on each side 
of the Speaker’s chair, to do such writing on 
as is necessarily incident to legislation, we 
could greatly improve upon our present man- 
ner of conducting the proceedings of this 
House, and more calmlyand decorously delib- 
erate in the discharge of our grave and responsi- 
ble duties. 

The question was taken on the amendment 


|! of Mr. GarFieLp,of Ohio; and there were— 


ayes 70, noes 77. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH ealled for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Farnsworrn 


|, and Mr. Mercur were appointed. 


Now, with regard tothe two bills which are | 


before us for consideration—the bill reported 
by my colleague, and that of the gentleman 


The committee divided; and the tellers 


reported—ayes 93, noes 8Y. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. McHENRY. I move as an additional 

section what I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. —. That the ninetéenth section of the act 
approved February 28, 1871, entitled “An act to 
amend an act approved May 31, 1870, entitled ‘An 
act to enforce the rights of citizens of the United 
States to vote in the several States of this Union, 
and for other purposes,’’’ shall not apply to any 


| State whose constitution requires that votes shall 


be cast rive roce, 


Mr. McHENRY. 


The provision referred to 


| in my amendment is as follows : 


from Pennsylvania—I have this to say: all the || 


arguments which have been presented show 
that the bill of my colleague is the fairest, and 
the most deserving of support. It is founded 
upon the basis ofa simple and just mathematical 
calculation to which no one can reasonably 
object. The principal objection, and one that 
ought to strike the mind of every fair man, to 
the bill of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, is 
that it denies full representation here tothe three 
great and prosperous States of Ohio, Illinois, 
and Missouri, whose growth in population is 
far more rapid than that of any other States 
in the Union. 


I confess, sir, that I can scarcely understand | 


this under-current of feeling now developing 
itself, which seems to be prompting members 
to oppose the bill of the gentleman from IIli- 
nois. Is it because it is supposed, or feared, 


that the votes of the Representatives from those | 
States may not be in the interest of New Eng- | 


land and the middle States? Sir, having the 


largest fractions over a moiety, these great | 


States, — faster in population than any 


others, should, by every consideration of right | 


and justice, have their full measure of repre- 
sentation in this House, and [| trust it will be 
conceded to them. 

While I would prefer that the House should 
remain at its present number, | am by no 
means alarmed at an increase, such as has 
been proposed in the bills now pending. In 


That all votes for Representatives in Congress 
shall hereafter be by written or printed ballot, any 
law in any State to the contrary notwithstanding ; 
and all votes received or recorded contrary to the 
provisions of this section shall be of none effect. 

Mr. HOAR, I make the pointof order that 
this amendment is not germane to the subjeet- 
matter of this bill. 

Mr. McHENRY. The object of the amend- 
ment is merely to regulate the manner of vot 
ing for Representatives in Congress, It is as 
germane to the subject now betore the House 
as several amendments which have been offered 
in regard to the time of voting for Represent- 
atives, 


The CHAIRMAN, 


The Chair overrules 


the point of order. 


| produce confusion. 


Mr. McHENRY. The constitution of Ken- 
tucky requires that all votes at elections in 
that State shall be viva voce. This House bas 
shown a disposition not to interfere with the 
election laws of a State that are prescribed by 
the constitution of that State. There are 
probably other States which have the same 
provision as Kentucky. By a law of Congress 
we are to have our election for Representatives 
in Congress at the same time as for electors 
for President and Vice President. By the 
law of February 28, 1871, we will be voting 
by ballot tor Representatives in Congress, 
whereas the constitution of Kentucky compels 
us to vote viva voce for presidential electors. 
I see no necessity for such a provision ; it must 
To adopt my amendment 
will be a relief to Kentucky, and to any other 
State where there is such a requirement in her 
constitution. If our Legislature could conform 
to such a law we would do it. But the con 
stitution of Kentucky cannot, by its own pro- 
visions, be amended under seven years; we 
therefore cannot comply with the law of Con- 

ress, except to have voting both viva voce and 
by ballot at the same time. 

I think Congress ought to permit us to vote 
viva voce for Representatives in Congress as 
we are compelled by our constitution to vote 
for electors for President and Vice President, 
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I have drawn my amendment so as to make it 
apply to any State whose constitution prescribes 
the mode of voting. 

Mr. BINGHAM. As I understand it, and 
I suppose the gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. 
McHenry | so understands it, the act amend- 
atory of the act of May 81, 1870, requires a 
printed or written ballot for the election of 
members of Congress. 

Mr. McHENKY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The effect of the amend- 
ment which the gentleman now offers is pro 
tanto to repeal the act amendatory of the act 


in 


of May, 1870, as to the States whose constitu- | 


tions provide for elections viva voce. 
the question that is raised here. 


That is | 
It is for the | 


House to determine whether, having exercised | 
the authority expressly granted by the Consti- | 
tution to the Congress of the United States, to | 


prescribe the time, place, and maner of elect- 


ing Representatives in Congress, we will now | 


go back upon our own statute and repeal it as 
to States whose constitutions happen to provide 
for elections viva voce. It was to cure that very 
defect in the constitutions of the States that 


that feature of the act of 1871, amendatory of | 
the act of 1870, was incorporated into your | 


law. 


and it is the duty of the electors in the several | 


States to comply with the requirements of 
that law. 
of Kentucky, nothing in the constitution of 
any State in the Union, that can for a moment 
be pleaded in bar of the right of Congress to 
prescribe the manner in which Representatives 
in Congress shall be elected. Whether it shall 
be by bullotor viva voce depends upon the decis- 
ion of the law-making power of the United 
States. They have asseried that power, and, I 
think, asserted it wisely. It does seem to me 
that so far as that provision of the law is con- 
cerned this amendment will repeal it so far as 
relates to the several States which have such a 
provision in their constitutions. 

Mr. McHENRY. [ do not question the 
power of Congress. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The policy of the law is 
wise and just. The manifest purpose of it is 
to prevent frauds at elections, and to permit 
the nation to correct any frauds that may be 
attempted or committed at elections. 

Mr. McHENRY. Will the gentleman allow 
& question ? 

ir. BINGHAM. Certainly I will. 

Mr. McHENRY. Has not this House voted 
to-day not to interfere with the time of hold- 
ing elections where it has been prescribed as 
in Pennsylvania and some other States by the 
State constitution ? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Iknow we have; but we 
have voted all that down. 

Mr. McHENRY. Why should not this 
House extend to Kentucky the same courtesy 
that has been extended to those other States? 
We cannot amend our State constitution for a 
number of years; and it is a matter of con- 
venience and justice that the proposition I 
have offered should be adopted. 

TheCHAIRMAN., Debate upon the amend- 
ment is closed. 

On agreeing to the amendment, there were— 
ayes 70, noes 93. 

Mr. McHENRY called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. McHenry 
and Mr. Bincuam were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 79, noes 93. 

So the amendment of Mr. McHenry was 
not agreed to. 


Mr. AMBLER. I move to amend the sub- 
stitute of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Mercur] by adding to the new section 
which has been adopted on the motion of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. ButLer] 
the following: 

Provided, That the Representatives to the Forty- 
Third Congress shall be elected on the day fixed by 


law for the. election of presidential electors in the 
year 1872. 


There is nothing in the constitution | 


It was competent for Congress to do it, || 





Mr. Chairman, it seems to be the sense of 
the committee that so far as it ean reason- 
ably be so arranged there shall be a uniform 
day provided for the election of members of 


Congress; and the objection to making imme- , 


diately such a change is because of the fact 
that many States do not provide for any elec- 
tion upon the day proposed, except every four 
years, when the presidential election occurs. 
Now there is an election provided for in the year 
1872 for electors of President and Vice Pres- 
ident; and no inconvenience, it seems to me, 
will arise from the adoption of thisamendment, 


which provides simply for this rule of uniform- || 


ity as applicable to that year. 


On agreeing to the amendment, there were— | 


ayes 45, noes 65. 
Mr. AMBLER ealled for tellers. 


Tellers were not ordered. 


So the amendment of Mr. AMBLER was not | 


agreed to. 
Mr. POTTER. I offer the following pro- 
viso, to come in at the end of the bill: 


But no State shall hereafter be admitted to the | 


Union without having the necessary population to 
entitle it to at least one Representative according t 
the ratio of representation provided for by this hilt 
Mr. MAYNARD. I would like to have my 
friend from New York [Mr. Porrer] tell us 
what would be the effect of his proposition if 
we should attach it to this bill and enact it into 
alaw. Does he think it would prevent this 
Congress or the next Congress, or any other, 
from admitting, if it thought proper to do so, 


that indicated in the amendment ? 

Mr. POTTER. Mr. Chairman, the sug- 
gestion of the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. 
Maynarp] touches a matter of which | am 
not unmindful. Iam quite aware, that Con- 


| gress has power to repeal, either to: morrow or 


at any subsequent time, any legislation that it 
may theretotore have seen fit to adopt. I 
would, of course, have preferred to provide 
in my amendment that no State should be 
hereafter entitled to representation unless it 


| possessed the population necessary for a Rep- 


resentative according to the ratio fixed by 
this bill. But under the Constitution this is 
not practicable, for the Constitution declares 
that each State in the Union shall be enti- 


| tled to at least one Representative, whatever 


its population, and our only way of prevent- 
ing Representatives coming here from a less 
population hereafter is to admit no State with- 
out at least that population. Congress has 
the power now, to declare its sentiment in this 
respect, and to now enact (and the enactment 
will remain in force until repealed) that here- 
after no new State shall be admitted unless it 
has population enough to entitle it toat least one 
Representative according to the ratio fixed in 
this bill. That enactment can indeed be re- 
pealed, as the gentleman from Tennessee sug- 
gests; but until it is repealed it will remain, as 
it seems to me it ought always to remain, in 


| force; and it will have the effect at least, of 


preventing Territories from coming here seek- 
ing admission as States, when their population 
is less than one hundred and thirty-six thou- 
sand, or thereabout, which this bill fixes as 
the number entitling a State to a Represent- 
ative. 

Mr. Chairman, we talk about this as a rep- 
reseutative government, yet even this very bill 
under consideration does not, according to my 
reckoning, apportion the Representatives to 
cumpose this House among the States fairly 
according to population ; while in the other 
House of the Legislature somewhere about sixty 
Senators out of seventy-four, represent a mi- 


_nority of the people, and that inequality and 


injustice continues and is aggravated exactly 
so fast as new States with small populations are 
admitted and as the powers of government are 
centralized. 

Now, in the last few years there has been 


/no equality of government for the people 


in the different States. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| States of the Union—I desire Congress now ; 
| declare that no other new State shall be gj 
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SE a a en 
purposes of sovereign legislation the Stg,, 
have been reduced to provinces, and we a» 


now, forty million people, governed subgtg, 
tially in all things here at Washington by; 
central Government, which we call a popular 
Government, when it is the absolute typ 
that in one body of our national Legis\,. 
ture three fourths of the members represen: 
but a minority of the people. This conditjp, 
of things cannot continue. One of two ultes. 
natives must follow: either we must get bao! 
to the equality of States as to their sovereignty. 
as I prefer, or we must have popular repr. 
sentation in the other branch of the Legis\, 
ture. As one step in that direction—no, 
rather as expressing an opinion which ind). 
cates but the most manifest justice to the greg 


mitied to the Union unti] it shall possess y 


least population enough under the ratio fixe 
| by this bill to entitle it to one Representative. 


{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. MAYNARD. If the proposed amend 
ment of the gentleman from New York wou 
have the effect to incorporate as a feature of 
our Government the principle indicated, | 
would be glad of it. It is not presented here, 
however, for thefirst time. When I first came 
to this House some years ago, | believe it was 
in the Thirty-Fifth Congress, I remember , 
proposition was before the House to admit a 


| western State with a population which turned 
|| out to be less than fifty thousand. 
a new State with a smaller population than | 


It was then 
insisted in opposition to that attempt, as the 


| gentleman insists now, that the practice of th 
| Government before that time had been to x 
| quire a Territory to have a population equ: 





to the then ratio of representation before being 
admitted asa State into the Union. I refer, 
of course, to the State of Oregon, which was 
then admitted. This was a departure fro 
that system. The evils which the geutlema 
has portrayed with so much force were pr 
sented to us. 
friends had a large majority in both Houses 


| They also had a majority in the proposed 


new State of Oregon. They had two Senato 
elected, and ready to take their seats as soo 
as the new State should be admitted. ‘I 
also had a member elected, ready to take bi 
seat upon this floor. Though the principle ti 
gentleman insists on and presses with so much 
force was then fully brought to the attention 
of Congress, yet it was voted down by the 
gentleman’s own political friends, and the po! 
icy was then inaugurated of admitting Tern 
tories as States with a population less than the 
ratio, or apportionment, for the time being 
If we could get back to the early practice o! 
the Government, I should be in favor of it 
because the view which the gentleman has 
pressed with so much force is the proper ani 
just one, and ought to be adopted in the admis 
sion of all of our new States. But it was 
departed from by the gentleman’s own poli 
ical friends in the instance which I have ind) 
cated. I certainly would sustain him in the 
passage of this amendment if it promised to 
have any effect. Even though it should stand 
upon the statute-book, it will not be effective: 
no State can come into the Union except 
by positive action of Congress. When Cov 
gress sees fit to pass a law admitting a Ter 
ritory as a State it will come in, anything we 
put on the statute-book in this shape to the 
contrary notwithstanding. Hence this amen¢: 
ment would be useless, and only encumber tie 
bill. 

Mr. POTTER rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. POTTER. I move to strike out the 


| last word. 


The CHAIRMAN. That is not in order. 
The committee divided; and there were— 
ayes 86, noes 43. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Unless we come! 


For all practical } a vote, I shall move that the committee ris 
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and close debate on this bill. I believe I will 
make that motion now. , 

Mr. STEN oe . desire to offer an 
; ent to be printed. 
A ARNSWORTH. I insist on my mo- 
tion. It will not eut off amendments. 

Mr, GARFIELD, of Ohio. Debate may be 
closed by unanimous consent. 

The motion that the committee rise was 
‘ pe QO. 
oaree" ee tieale accordingly rose ; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Bur- 
INTON reported that, according to order, the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the 
Union had had the Union generally under con- 
sideration, and particularly the special order, 
being House bill No. 243, for the apportion: 
ment of Representatives to Conzress among 
the several States according to the ninth cen- 
cys, and had come to no resolution thereon. 
“Mr. FARNSWORTH. Before moving that 
the House resolve itself again into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, I move that all further 
debate on the pending bill and amendments 
shall be closed in one minute after its consid- 
eration shall be resumed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I now move that 
the rules be suspended, and the House resolve 


apportionment bill. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


resumed the consideration of House bill No. 
243, for the apportionment of Representatives 
to Congress among the several States accord- 
ing to the ninth census. 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House 
the debate on the pending bill and amend- 
ments has been ordered to be closed in one 
minute. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I move to amend by 
adding the following as an additional section: 


That the Secretary of the Interior shall cause to 
be made, and report to Congress at its next session, 
an enumeration of male citizens of the United States 
over twenty-one years of age, inhabitants of Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Georgia, 

- respectively, who are denied the right to vote at any 
election for the choice of electors for President and 
Vice President of the United States, Representa- 
tives in Congress, the executive and judicial oflicers 
of the State in which they reside, or the members of 
the Legislature thereof, because they cannot read or 
write, or because they are not property -holders, or 
because they shall not have paid taxes. 


I desire to say just one word. We are act- 
ing here utterly in the dark on this question. 


) 





The paper which has been laid before us is 


not worth consideration. It is not given us 
officially, because it is so carelessly done that 
the Department dares not indorse it. I say 
that we are acting here blindly and without 


and I ask for facts to enable us to act upon 
that provision hereafter. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to move an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Stevenson. ] 

_ TheCHAIRMAN. No farther amendment 
1s In order at the present time. 

Mr. DAWES. Is not an amendment to an 
amendment in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. This is already an 


amendment to an amendment. 
Mr. HOAR. 
desire to know 


C j whether, if an amendment 
18 moved in the 


shape of an additional sec- 
bill? 


hat the whole bill is under consideration ; 
hat there is an amendment already offered n 
he nature of a substitute by the gentleman 
tom Pennsylvania, [Mr. MERcur ; and that 


‘ ’ 
his being an amendment to that amendment 
annot be amended. 
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itself into Committee of the Whole upon the | 


The House accordingly resolved itself into | 


Union, (Mr. Burrinron in the chair,) and | 


regard to this provision of the Constitution, | 


I rise to a point of order. I || 
lon, it is not in order to move to perfect that. | 
additional section before adding it to the | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would decide | 


he question was taken on the amendment | 


1) 


ij 
| 


| is well to make. 


“within ’’ the State of Maine, &c. 
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| offered by Mr. Srevenson; and it was not 


agreed to. 


Mr. MAYNARD. The bill is probably now 


| in the shape in which it ought to pass; but I 


wish to suggest a verbal amendment, which 
may not affect the sense, but which I think it 
The language of the bill is, 
that so many members shall be apportioned 
[ suggest 


the word ‘‘to."’ I therefore move the follow: 


ing amendment: 


inserting the word *‘to,’” wherever it occurs. 


Amend by 


striking out the word “ 


within ” and 


Mr. BINGHAM. Is not the phraseology of 
the bill that which has always been used? 

Mr. MAYNARD. I have before me the act 
of 1862, which uses the language [ have indi- 
cated. 

The question being taken on Mr. Maynarn’s 
amendment, it was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is now on 
the adoption, as asubstitute for the bill, of the 


|| amendment of the gentleman from Pennsy| 








| 
| 


1} 
| 


| of Mr. 


| Hosea W. P 


vania [| Mr. Mercur] as amended. 

The question being taken, the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that the com- 
mittee rise and report the bill to the House as 
amended. 

Mr. COX. I now move the amendment of 
which [ gave notice, that the committee rise 
and report the bill to the House with the 
recommendation that it be referred to a spe- 
cial committee for revision, and to be again 
reported to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was not 
aware that any such motion had been made. 

Mr. COX. I gave notice that I would move 
it at the proper time. But I understand when 
the bill is reported to the House I can make 
that motion. It may perhaps be as well made 
there. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 


Let us have a vote on it 


| here. 


The question was taken on the amendment 
box: and there were—ayes 44, noes'93. 
So the amendment was disagreed to. 
The question recurred on Mr. FarNSwortH’s 
motion; and being put, the said motion was 
agreed to. 


The committee accordingly rose; and the | 
|| Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Bur- 
FINTON reported that, according to order, the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had had the Union generally under con- 
sideration, and particularly the special order, 
being House bill No. 243, for the apportion- 
ment of Representatives to Congress among 
the several States according to the ninth cen- 
sus, and had directed him to report it back to 


' the House with an amendment in the nature 
| of a substitute. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move the previous 
question upon the bill and amendment. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I rise to a motion which 
has precedence of that. I move to lay the bill 
and amendment on the table; and on that 
motion I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 60, nays 146, not voting 


| 32; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Archer, Bell, Biggs, Bird, 


| Braxton, Bright, Caldwell, Carroll, Comingo, Con- 


ner, Cox, Davis, DuBose, Duke, Eldridge, Ely, 
Forker, Garrett, Getz, Golladay, Haldeman, Han- 
cock, Handley, Harper, John T. Harris, Hereford, 
Herndon, Hibbard, Holman, Kerr, Kinsella, Man- 
son, McClelland, McCormick, Mefienry, Mcintyre, 
McKinney, Benjamin F. Meyers, Morgan, Niblack, 
arker, Eli Perry. Potter, Price, Randall, 
John M. Rice, William R. Roberts, Roosevelt, 
Shober, Slocum, Storm, Terry, Van Trump, 


| Vaughan, Waddell, Warren, Whitihorne, Winches- 


ter, and Young—60. 

NAYS—Messre. Adams, Ambler, Ames, Arthur, 
Averill, Banks, Barber, Barry, Beveridge, Bigby, 
Bingham, Austin Blair, James G. Biair, George M. 
Brooks, Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, Roderick R. 
Butler, Campbell, Cobb, Coburn, Coghlan, Conger, 
Cotton, Crebs, Creely, Critcher, Crossland, Dawes, 
Dickey, Donnan, Dox, Duell, Eames, Edwards, 
Elliott, Farnsworth, Farwell, Finkelnburg, Charles 
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a a 


Foster, Henry D. Foster, Frye, Garfield, Goodrich, 
Griffith, Hale, Halsey, Hanks, Harmer, George EB. 
Harris, Havens, Hawley, Hay, Gerry W. Hazleton, 
John W . Hazleton, Hill, Hoar, Hooper, Houghton, 
Kelley, Kellogg, Ketcham, Killinger, King, Lami- 
son, Lamport, Lansing, Leach, Lewis, Lowe, Lynch, 
Marshall, Maynard, McCrary, MeGrew, MeJunkin, 


McKee, McNeely, Mercur, Merriam, Merrick, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Moore, Morphis, Leonard Myers, 
Negley, Packard, Packer, Palmer, Isaae C. Parker, 


Peck, Pendleton, Perce, Aaron F, 
Platt, Porter, Prindle, Rainey, Read, Edward Y. 
Rice, ilis Hi. Roberts, Rusk, Sawyer,. Seofield, 
Seeley, Shanks, Sheldon, Sherwood, Shoemaker, 
Sloss, H. Boardman Smith, John A. Smith, Snapp, 
Snyder, R, Milton Speer, Thomas J. Speer, Sprague, 
Starkweather, Stevens, Stevenson, Stoughton, Stow- 
ell, Sutherland, Swann, Sypher, Tatfe, Thomas, 
W ashington Townsend, Turner, Twichell, Tyner, 
Upson, Wakeman, Walden, Waldrqn, Wailace, 
Walls, Washburn, Wells, Wheeler, Whiteley, Wil- 
liams of Indiana, Jeremiah M. Wilson, and John 
ar W ilson—146, a 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Barnun Jeatty, Beek, 
James Brooks, Buckley, Benjamin F, Butler, Clarke, 
Darrall, De Large, Dunnell, Wiider D. sonter, Ham 
bleton, Hays, Kendall, Morey, Orr, Poland, Ritehie, 
Robinson, Rogers, Sessions, Sheltlabarger, Slater, 
Worthington C. Smith, Strong, St dehn, Dwight 
fownsend, Tuthill, Voorhees, Willard, Williams of 
New York, and Wood— 2. 

So the House refused to lay the bill and 
amendment on the table. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to ask the 
previous question on the bill and amendment, 
but before doing so I will submit a motion to 
amend the substitute by striking out the amend- 
ment which wasadopted on motion of the gen 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Porrer.] [do 
it for the reason that | do not like to have this 
bill incumbered by that kind of legislation, or 
anything else which may as well be passed in 
a separate bill or a declaratory or joint reso- 
lution. I therefore move to strike out that 
amendment, and I call for the previous ques- 
tion. 

The words proposed to be stricken out were 
read, as follows: 

_But no State shall be hereafter admitted to the 
Union without having the necessary population to 


entitle it to at least one Representative, according 
to the ratio of representation fixed by this bill. 


Perry, Peters, 


The previous question was seconded and 
the main question ordered, being first upon 
agreeing to the amendment proposed by Mr. 
FARNSWORTH. 


The question was put; and there were—ayes 
76, noes 80. 

Mr. BINGHAM called for the yeas and 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then takea; and it was 
decided in the negative—yeas 87, nays 118, 
not voting 33; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Barber, Barry, Beveridge, Bigby, 
Bingham, James G. Blair, Burchard Burdett, Rod- 
erick R. Butler, Cobb, Coburn, Coghlan, Conger, 
Cotton, Creely, DeLarge, Donnan, Duell, Eames, 
Edwards, Elliott, Farnsworth, Farwell, Charles Fos- 
ter, Garfield, Goodrich, Halsey, Harmer, George L 
Harris, Havens. Hawley, Hay, John W. Hazleton, 
Hoar, Hooper, Houghton, Lamport, Lowe, Maynard, 
McGrew, Mckee, Mercur, Merriam,Monroe. Moore, 
Morphis, Leonard Myers, Negley, Orr, Packard, 
Packer, Palmer, Peck, Pendleton, Perce, Aaron F. 
Perry, Peters, Prindle, Rusk, Sawyer, Seeley, 
Shanks, Shoemaker, H. Boardman Smith, John A, 
Smith, Snapp, Snyder, Thomas J. Speer, Sprague, 
Starkweather, Stevenson, Stoughton, Stowell, Taffe, 
Thomas, Washington Townsend, Twichell, Tyner, 
Upson, Wakeman, Walden, Wallace, Walls, White 
ley, Williams of Indiana, Jeremiah M. Wil on, and 
John T. Wilson—87. 

NAYS— Messrs. Acker, Adams, Ainbler, Ames, 
Areher, Arthur, Banks, Beatty, Bell, Biggs, Kird, 
Austin Blair, Braxton, Bright, George M. Brooks, 
Buffinton, Caldwell, Campbell, Carroll, Comingo, 
Conner, Crebs, Critcher, Crossland, Davis, Dawes, 
Dox, DuBose, Duke, Eldridge, Ely, Finkelnburg, 
Forker, Henry D. Foster, Frye, Garrett, Getz, Go! 
laday, Griffith, Haldeman, Hale, Hancock, Handley, 
Hanks, Harper, John T. Harris, Gerry W. Hazleton, 
Ilereford, Herndon, Hill, Llolman, Kelley, Kellogg, 
Kerr, Keteham, Killinger, King, Kinsella, Lamison, 
Lansing, Leach, Lewis, Lynch, Manson, Marshall, 
McClelland, McCormick, McCrary, Molienry, Me 
Intyre, McKinney, McNeely, Merrick, Benjamin’l. 
Meyers, Mitchell, Morgan, Niblack, Ilosea W. Par 
ker, Eli Perry, Poland, Porter, Potter, Price, Rainey. 
Randali, Read, Edward Y. Rice, John’M. Kice, bil: 
H. Roberts, William R. Roberts, Rogers, Koosevelt, 
Scofield, Sheldon, Sherwood, Shober, Suter, Slocum, 
Sloss, R. Milton Speer, Stevens, Storm, Sutherland, 
Swann, Terry, Turner, Van Trump, Vaughan, Wad 
dell, Waldron, Warren, Washburn, Welle, Wheeler 
Whitthorne, Willard, Winchester, aml Young—11s. 

NOT VOTING—Mesers. Averill, Barnum, Beck, 
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James Brooks, Buckley, Benjamin F. Butler, Clarke, 
Cox, Darrall, Diek Dunnell, Wilder D. Foster, 
Hamble flays. iiibbard, Kendall, MeJunkin, 
Morey, isa (. Parker, Platt, Ritehie, Robinson, 
Sessions Shellabarger, Worthington C.Smith, Strong, 


St. John, Sy] r, D V oor- 


hees, Willininsot New \ 


wight Townsend, ‘Tuthill, 
rk, and Wood—33 
of Mr. Farnsworrn to 
-d from the Committee 
agreed 10. 


So the amendment 


the amendment 1 
of the was not 

[he qu hon recurred upon agreeing 
substitute reported 
Whole; and being taken, it was ade pted., 

rhe bill amended, then ordered to 
he engros ‘ed and read a third time: and being 


eporte 
Whole 
r to the 
of the 


from the Committee 


is was 


engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time. 

The question was upon the passage of the 
bill. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH called for the previous 
questiol 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the bill was passed. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Symrson, 
one of its clerks, notified the ee ths it the 
Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 384) extend 
ing the time for the completion of the Green 
Bay and Bay and Lake Michigan 
ship-canal inthe State of Wisconsin ; in which 
the concurrence of the House was requested. 


Sturgeon 


ADJOURNMENT TILL MONDAY. 


Mr. RANDALL. I move that when the 
House adjourns to-day it be to meet on Mon 
day next. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope not. 

Mr. RANDALL. ‘To-morrow will be the 
third Friday in the month, and must be devoted 
to the consideration of business from the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, which 
committee is not likely to have any business 
ready for our action. 

Mr. DAWES. Not necessarily 
that. 

Mr. RANDALL. 

The SPEAKER, 


devoted to 


The rule so provides. 
The House should prop- 


erly understand the rule. The third Friday 
of each month, after a certain specified hour, 
is devoted to business from the Committee 


for the District of Columbia so long as they 
desire to occupy the time. 

The motion of Mr. 
to, upon a division 
Mr. DAWES. 

adjourn. 
Pending the motion to adjourn, 


ayes 7%, noes 97. 
I move that the House now 


FUR-SEAL FISHERY. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a 
copy of a report made by the special agent in 
charge of the fur-seal fisheries at the islands of 

Paul and St. George, Alaska. 

Mr. PETERS. A petition upon that sub- 
ject is now betore the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and | move that this communication be 
referred to the same committee. 

Mr. NEGLEY. I object; it should go to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PETERS. Ido not care where it goes. 

The communication, with the accomp: inying 
paper, was accordingly referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 


DELIVERY OF MANIFESTS. 


The SPEAK ERalso, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting to 
the House a draft of a bill entitled ** A bill in 
aid of the laws 1 ae | the delivery of a 
manifest in certain cases;’’ which was re- 


RANDALL was not agreed | 


| petitions of Mary Desbrow and of 


ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 
UNEXP) APPROPRIATIONS. 


INDED BALANCES OF 


Phe SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 


laid before the House a communication from 


the Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to 
balances of appropriations unexpended, Xe. ; 
whicl h was referred to the Committee on? 


Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 
REPORT OF CLAIMS COMMISSION. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House the first general report 
of the commissioners of claims, of Decem- 
ber, 1871; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims, and ordered to be printed, 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. HAZLETON, of New Jersey, by unani- 
mous consent, obtained leave of absence till 
next Monday. 

Mr. DARRALL, by unanimous consent, 
obtained leave of absence for ten days. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

COX, by unanimous consent, obtained 
files of the House 
Hawks. 
consent, 
the files 
Jacob mi 


Mr. 
leave to withdraw from the 
papers in the case of Rufus P. 

Mr. McCRARY, by unanimous 
obtained leave to withdraw from 


Edwards, for pensions, 

Mr. WARREN, by unanimous consent, 
obtained leave to withdraw from the files the 
petition and accompanying papers of W.P. Bas- 
com, administr: ator ol Olive © Bascom, assigne e 
of Edward Lusher; and the same were ordered 
to be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The question was then taken on the motion 
of Mr. Dawes, that the House adjourn; and it 
was agreed to. Accordingly (at four o’clock 
and twenty minutes p. m.) the House ad- 
journed, 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

sy Mr. ete ps Tennessee: The peti- 
tions of D. W. I. Peoples and William E.Til 
son, of the St te of Tennessee, praying for the 


| removal of their political disabilities. 


| petition 


Also, resolutions of the Legislature of the 
same State, recommending the refunding of 
the tax on cotton. 

By Mr. GETZ: 


Hoch, of Kutztown, Berks county, Pennsy]- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| and transportation of said documents, or thatd u 


, to introduce a bill at this time. 


The petition of Jonas | 


vanis a, | with ace Ompany ing papers, ) pri wing tor | 


a proper adjustme nt of his compensation for 
services as an assistant marshall in taking the 
census of 1870. 

By Mr. McGREW: 
garet C, 
sion. 

gy Mr. PARKER of New Hampshire: The 
of G. H. Tilden & Co. and others, 
praying for legislation in regard to stamped 
envelopes by the Government. 

By Mr. TAFFE: The petition of Dabney 
Walker, praying payment for services as scout 
and guide in the army of the Potomac during 
the late rebellion. 

By Mr. VAN TRUMP: The petition of 
Applegate, Poundsford & Co., and 19 other 
printing, pub lishing, and book and stationery 


The petition of Mar- 
Gibson, of West Virginia, for pen 


houses of Cincinnati, Ohio, upou the subject 
| of the Government monopoly in the manu- 
| facture and sale of stamped envelopes, and | 


| praying for relief against the same by legisla- 


tion of Congress. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
The following papers were withdrawn from 


| the files of the House, and referred under the 


il 


rules: 

By Mr. SHERWOOD: The papers of John 
A. Montgomery, from the files of the House 
and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


settlement of the claims of the officers ant 


a 





December 15 
’ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs. ; 
Fripay, December 15, 1871, 
The House me 7 twelve o'clock m. Pry - 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. i 
SOLDIERS’ MONUMENT. 


Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, jnt; 


ig) Og ES 


duced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 56) donat. 

ing certain condemned cannon for a soldi. J 

monument; which was read a first and seep 

time. — 
The joint resolution authorizes the Seo, 7 

tary of War (if it can be done without det; - 


ment to the Government) to issue and deliy, 

six condemned cannon and twenty-four eq) 

non balls to the corporate authorities of th 

town of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, for the pur 
pose of aiding in the erection of a soldiers’ 
monument at that place. 

The joint resolution was ordered to bp 
engrossed for a third reading; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. SNAPP, by unanimous consent, sy 
mitted the following resolution; which was 


referred to the Committee on Public 


tures 


Weaikiced That the Committee on Public Expendi. 
tures be instructed to re port to this Howse the ex 
pemente the United States Government of printing 
binding, folding, and delivering to the ape 
each Congress yer year what are called ‘ 
documents,’ call also report the neat of tr: tn a 


. : 
sXpend 


ation of the same; and also that such committee be 
requested to report a bill to abolish the printing 





ments be sent at the expense of members of (‘o 

zress, the whole scheme being fraught with great 

and totally unnecessary expense to the Government 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. SHELDON. Task unanimous consen' 

The SPEAKER. As there is aengle opps 
tunity afforded every Monday morning for t! 
introduction of bills from every State and 
Territory, the Chair will not recognize a men- 
ber for the purpose of introducing a bill a 
any other time, unless there be stated some 
exigency requiring the immediate introductior 
of the measure. 

Mr. KILLINGER 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being 
demanded, the morning hour now begins « 
eleven minutes past twelve o’clock. Reports 
of a private nature are in order. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. WILLARD. I am directed by the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions ant 
War of 1812 to move that the committee | 
discharged from the further consideration 
the bill. (H. R. No. 410) to provide for th 


I call for the regular 


soldiers of the revolutionary army, and of tht 
widows and children of those who died int 
service; and also to move that the same be 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 
The motion was agreed to. 
HEIRS OF H. M. WOODYARD. 


Mr. MOORE. I am instructed by the ( 
mittee ou Invalid Pensions to move that the 
committee be discharged from the further co! 
sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 114) fort 
relief of the heirs of Lieutenant Colonel Hun 110° 
phrey M. Woodyard, late of the twenty-fir 
Missouri infantry ; and also to move that the 
same be referred to the Committee of Claim 

The motion was agreed to. 


WILLIAM BRINK. 
Mr. MOORE also, from the Committee 


‘ 


yy) 
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| gentleman from Illinois a question. 


1871. 


a” — 





Invalid Pensions, reported back adversely the 
petition of William Brink, of Bradford county, 
Pennsylvania, asking for a pension; which was 
laid on the table. 

ADELIA HUTCIIINS. 


Mr. MOORE also, from the same committee, 
reported back adversely the petition of Adelia 
Hutchins, for a pension; which was laid on 
the table. 

PENSIONS FOR WAR OF 1812. 

Mr. MOORE also, from the same committee, 
reported back adversely the petition of soldiers 
of the war of 1812 and others, for pensions ; 
which was laid on the table. 


W. L. DORSEY. 


Mr. MOOREalso, from the same commitiee, 
reported back adversely the memorial of W. 
L. Dorsey, of Indiana, for certain changes in 
the law granting pensions to the soldiers ot 
the war of 1812 ; which was laid on the table. 


ELIZABETH YORK. 


Mr. MOOREalso, from the same committee, 
reported back a bill (H. R. No.557) granting 
a pension to Elizabeth York, with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. _ 

The preamble of the bill recites that whereas 
by special act No. 18, approved April 17, 1866, 

ranting a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth York, 
widow of Shubal York, deceased, late surgeon 


of the fifty-fourth regiment Illinois volunteer || 
infantry, and said special act No. 18 gives the | 


said Elizabeth York a pension of twenty-five 
dollars per month, to commence from and 
after the passage of said act, and to continue 
during her widowhood; and whereas, by the 
act of 27th July, 1868, all pensioners were 
allowed by said act a pension from the date 
of their discharge, or death of the party; and 


= 
1 


the enemies of the country. 
fer the Pension Bureau to settle this ease. and 
hence she has come here. This widow had a 
husband and three sons in the service. As I 


| have stated, her husband was assassinated, and 


| case at first. 


| friends. 


| fore the 
j}and explained fully and clearly; 


two of her sons died in the service. The other 
son is unable to assist her because of the loss 
of his health in the service. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I understand 
this pension is not under the general law, but 
that a special law was passed granting this pen- 
sion to Mrs. York. ‘This House had before it 
the special case of Mrs. York, and knowing 
the merits of it, fixed her pension. Because 
the general law which applied to all soldiers 
regularly entitled to pensions was amended to 
extend back, the proposition now is to take 
up this special case as though the House did 
not do justice by her when we acted upon this 
If we pass this special act then 
we ought to take up the case of Mrs. McCook, 
ot Ohio, and all other cases of alike character. 
We ought to take up and reénact that every 
special pension we have passed should also 
extend back. If this act passes, the members 
of other States must necessarily feel that they 
should not be behind the gentleman from IIli- 
nois in providing for their constituents and 
It seems to me if we did that, we 
should never get through with distributing 
extra justice in revising all special acts. I 
speak simply without knowing what are the 
merits of this case. I am inclined to think we 
ought not to pass this act. 

Mr. MOORE. This case was brought be- 
last session of the last Congress 
and the 


House sustained the bill. It was passed. On 


| the same day, or nearly at the same time, a 


whereas the said Shubal York was assassin- | 


ated on the 28th day of March, 1864; there- 
fore the bill provides that the Secretary of the 
Interior be authorized and directed to place 
the name of Elizabeth York, widow of Shubal 
York, late a surgeon in the fifty-fourth regi- 
ment Illinois volunteer infantry, on the pen- 
sion-roll, at the rate of twenty-five dollars per 
month, to commence on the 28ih day of March, 
1864, and to continue during her widowhood ; 
provided, that all payments heretofore made 
be deducted. 

Mr. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, this bill passed 
the House at the last session of Congress, or 


pension was granted to Mrs. Webster, whose 
1usband was hung as a spy in the city of Rich- 
husband was hung as aspy in the city of Rict 

mond, giving her a pension from the date of 


| her husband’s death. 1 also quoted, when this 


bill was before the last Congress, another case 
where, by aspecial act, the pension was granted 
from the day of death. And there is no reason 
why, in a meritorious case, this should not be 
done. The committee have looked into this 


| case, and all the facts being before them, they 


have unanimously recommended the passage 
of the bill. It is but an act of justice. This 
woman is as much entitled to this pension as 


| any pensioner upon the pension-roll. 


near the close of the last Congress, and was | 


referred during this session to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, and has passed that com- 
mittee unanimously. And I think any further 
explanation in reference to it is unnecessary, 
as the House already understands it. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. | will ask the 
Is there 
any special reason why this case should be ex- 
tended back beyond seven years any more than 
in the case of other persons who died as early 
as this person did? It seems to me twenty- 
five dollars a month is a pretty fair sum to pay 
any pensioner, but if there be any special hard- 
ship in this case, if there be any special rea- 
son why the case should go back seven years 
other than in all other cases, of course we 
ought to do it. But unless there is some spe- 
clal reason, we ought to have a general law 
referring all cases of a similar character. 

Mr. MOORE. I will state that by the act 


of 1868 all pensioners were allowed pension | 


from the date of the discharge or death ot 
the party. This lady received a pension by 
4 special act. The action of the House has not 
been uniform, but has been governed by the 
circumstances of each case. During the same 
session this act was passed for Mrs. York sev- 
eral other acts were passed granting pensions 
from the date of the death of the party. Why 
this Was not so passed | am not prepared to 
Say, but a more meritorious case than this 
could not have been presented to the House. 

er husband was shot down, assassinated by 


Mr. ARCHER. Will the gentleman yield 
to me for a question? 

Mr. MOORE. Certainly. 

Mr. ARCHER. I wish to ask whether the 
husband of this lady was assassinated by the 
enemy, or assassinated when at home? 

Mr. MOORE. He was assassinated in a 
riot. A raid was made upon a squad of the 
men of his regiment, just as they were start- 
ing from the depot, and lhe was shot in the 
back and killed instantly. 

Mr. ARCHER. No pension has been granted 
to the widow before, as I understand? 

Mr. MOORE. Yes; a pension was granted 
to the widow {rom the date of the act. But the 
claim is that she ought to have had a pension 
from the date of the death of her husband, on 
the ground that at that time he was on service 
that was absolutely in the line of duty, being 
on his way to the front. 

Mr. ARCHER. I desire to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
another question. Does ke consider this a 
more meritorious case fora pension than where 
a man was shot down facing the enemy? 

Mr. MOORE. More meritorious? No. In 


| every such case the pension is granted to the 


claimant from the day the man was shot down. 

Mr. STOUGHTON. I desire to ask the 
gentleman whether the rate of pension here is 
the same as it would have been had the man 
been killed in action? 

Mr. MOORE. It is precisely the same. The 
husband of the claimant was principal surgeon 
of the regiment, with the rank of mejor. 


It was impossible | 
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Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to offer a sugges- 
tion to the chairman of the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. ‘There being a large class 
of claims of this same character, would it not 
be proper to consider whether a general law 
should not pass providing that ail pensions 
should date back to the death of the husband ? 
Would it not be tairerand better to have such 
a general law than to pass special acts of this 
kind? Itis not desirable, when such special 
acts are brought before the House, to have 
to discriminate between them, | make that 
suggestion to my friend from Illinois, { Mr. 
Moorek,] and, with his permission, | would 
like to move that the bill be recommitted for 
that purpose. 

Mr. MOORE. The gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Homan] must know that it is utterly 
impossible to make a general law that will 
meet every sort of exigency which may arise 
If that were possible, there would be no neces 
sity, as I conceive, for aCommittee on Invalid 
Pensions. In that case every matter pertain- 
ing to pensions could be settled at the Pension 
Bureau under a general law. But, as I said 
before, the question has been settled by this 
And during the same session in which 
this bill was passed a number of others were 


passed giving pensions from the date of death. 


Mr. HOLMAN. If the gentleman will per- 
mit me, I will make the motion that the bill be 
recommitted, with instructions to the commit- 
tee to inquire into the propriety of reporting a 
general bill to the House which will cover the 
whole class of cases analogous in their nature 
to the case provided for by this particular bill. 

Mr. MOORE. I cannot see any necessity 
for any such motion as that. | may state that 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, if they 
should discover any addition that can be made 


| to the pension law, by which it shall work more 


/a bill to make such a change. 


equitably all round, will of course introduce 
But here is a 


| case that is not at all singular, unless it be sin 


gular from its meritorious character. ‘The 
House has passed this bill before, and passed 
it with a great deal of unanimity, and | feel 
satisfied that the House will again pass it now. 
I call for the previous question. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


If the previous question he 


| not sustained, will it bein order to recommitthe 


bill with instructions? 

The SPEAKER. Of course it will. 

Tbe question was put upon seconding the 
previous question; and there were—ayes 51, 
noes 48; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Moore and 
Mr. HouMan were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers report 
ed—ayes seventy-six, noes not counted. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope the committee will! 
report a general bill on this subject. 

The main question was then ordered; and 
under the operation thereof the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed and read a th rd time ; 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MOORE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 


MARY 8. HOWE. 


Mr. MOORE, from the same committee, 
reported back, with the recommendation that 
itdo pass, the bill (H. H. No. 558) granting 
a pension to Mary 8S. Howe. 

Phe question was upon ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read athird time. It directs 
the Secretary of the Interior to place on the 
pension-roll, su. bject to the provisions and limit- 
ations of the pension laws, the name of Mary 
S. Howe, and continue to her the pension here- 
tofore paid to her deceased husband, David 
Howe, by virtue of the epecial act approved 
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The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time: and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed 

Mr. MOORE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the notion to reconsider be laid on the 
table 

The latter notion was agreed to 


BELINDA CRAIG 


Mr. MOORE, from the same committee, 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 621) granting a 
pension to Belinda Craig; which was read a 
first and second time. 

rhe question War 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to place en the pension-roll, 
subject to the provisions and limitations of the 
pension laws, the Belinda Craig. 
widow of William ‘I’. Craig, late a private in 
cempany B, ninety-eighth Pennsylvania vol- 
unteers, and pa 


name of 


the passage of this act during her widowhood. 
Mr. BIRD. I cal! for the reading of the 
report in this cas¢ 
The report was read. It sets forth that the 
petitioner was the wife and still remains the 
widow of William JT. Craig, who was drafted 
into the service of the United States in 1864. 


After having been forwarded to his regiment, | 
the said Craig was taken sick with typhoid | 


fever, and granted a furlough of seventy days. 
Upon his return to duty, being still in a weak 


condition, he was sent to the front at Peters- | 


burg, and being unable to endure the fatigues 
of the march he dropped exhausted by the 
way, and has never since been seen or heard 


of. The committee, taking into consideration | 


the character of the man, proved to be cor- 
rect, the fact that he 
comrades, and his sick condition, are of the 
opinion that his death may be fairly inferred. 


Che bill was ordered to be engrossed and | 


read a third time: and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. MOORE moved to reconsider the vote | 


by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. MOORE, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports upon the following peti 
tions, &c.; whieh were severally laid upon the 
table : 

The memorial of Captain J. W. Quinn, of 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, for pension on 
account of injuries 
the United States revenue marine; 

The petition of Lb. J. O'Driscoll, for a pen 
sion ; 


The petition of Amy Halsey, of Morristown, | 


New Jersey, for additional pension; and 
lhe petition of Mary A. Miller, of Morris: 
town, New Jersey, for a pension. 


RICHARD B. CRAWFORD, 


Mr. MOORE, from the same committee, | 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 622) granting a | 
pension to Richard B. Crawford ; which was | 


read a first and second time. 
Che question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read athird time. It directs 


the Secretary of the Interior to place upon the | 
pension-roll, subject to the provisions and lim- | 
itations of the pension laws, the name of Rich- | 


ard Crawford and pay him a second lieuten- 
ant’s pension from the date of the allowance 
of his pension by the Pension Office. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. MOORE moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved | 


that the metion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 


The latter motton was agreed to. 


upon ordering the bill to | 


her a pension from and after | 


was a stranger to his | 


received while on duty in | 
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ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. PECK, from the same committee, re- | 
ported adversely upon the following petitions ; | ) t 
; || he was in the service; but he gives no faq, 


which were laid upon the table: a 
The petition of Frank L. Tibbits, of Epping, 


Rockingham county, New Hampshire, for a | 


pension; and 

The petition of William D. Boyd, of Ken- 
tucky, asking that his name be placed upon 
the pension-roll. 

JOSEPH BRYANT. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill 
(H. R. No. 628) granting a pension to Joseph 
Bryant; which was read a first and second 
time. 


The question was upon ordering the bill to | 


be engrossed and read a third time. 
The bill, which was read, directs the Secre- 


tary of the Interior to place on the pension- | 
roll, subject to the provisions and limitations of | 


the pension laws, the name of Joseph Bryant, 
late a private of company E, fifty-fourth Penn- 
sylvania volunteers, and to pay him a pension 
from and after the passage of this act. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. 
any report in this case? If so, I ask that it be 
read. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. There is no 
report accompanying the bill. I was simply 
instructed by the committee to report this bill, 
and recommend its passage by the House. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to 


| reconsider be laid on the table. 


Che latter motion was agreed to. 
ELIZABETH H. MORGAN. 


Mr. WAKEMAN, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported a bill (H. R. No. 
624) granting a pension to Elizabeth H. Mor- 
gan; which was read a first and second time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and Nel 6 third time. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to place on the pension- 
roll, subject to the limitations and provisions 
of the pension laws, the name of Elizabeth H. 
Morgan, widow of Peleg H. Morgan, late an 
ensign in the United States Navy, and to pay 
her a pension from and after the passage of 
this act and during her widowhood. 

Mr. BIRD. I ask that the report in this 
ease be read. 

Mr. WAKEMAN. There is no written re- 
port in this case, but I can in a very few words 
state the facts in the case. Peleg H. Morgan, an 
ensign in the naval service of the United States, 


was granted one month's leave of absence, | 


and during that month he died. We have the 


testimony of his attending physician stating | 


that his death was occasioned by fever con- 
tracted before his leave of absence was granted. 
It was about twenty days after he left the steamer 
Montgomery before he died ; he died at home 
while on furlough. The committee were of the 
opinion that under the circumstances the pen- 
sion should be granted to his widow, to take 
effect from and after the passage of this act. If 
he had died while on board his vessel, of course 
there would have been no question about the 
pension. It is a mere question whether or not 
he died of disease contracted while in actual 
service, or while at home. There isno doubt 
in the mind of the committee that he died of 
disease contracted while in actual service, 


| and therefore they recommend the passage of 


this bill. 
Mr. BIRD. 


case might be brought distinctly to the atten- 
tion of the House. 


of thirty days. After he had been at home 


| abeut two weeks he was taken sick, andin a 
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| at home upon furlough for two weeks. 
| if it be the pleasure of this Honse, under tho: 


Is there | 
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My object in asking for the | 
reading of the report was in order that this | 
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week’s time thereafter he died. The 4, 
mony of the attending physician was tha: ), 


helieved he died of disease contracted wh). 


no data. He was not sick until he had oc. 


Ww 


circumstances, to grant @ pension, well, [| 
the attention of the House to this particy),, 
case in order that, as a member of the (), 
mittee on Pensions, I may have the benef; ,; 
the instruction to be derived therefrom, j, 
this testimony be deemed sufficient to warray.: 
us to recommend a pension in this particular 
case, then such an instruction will be of gros: 
service to the committee. ; 

I repeat, that this ensign obtained g fy; 
longh of thirty days; about two weeks of thy 
time expired before he was taken sick. [) , 
week’s time after he was attacked with th 
disease he died. The question in my migq 
is whether there is sufficient proof for us y 
grant this pension; whether it is clear that hip 
died in the line of his duty, or of wounds o; 
disease contracted while in the service, [; 
not apparent to my mind that he did nor, 
through indifference, or neglect of his person, 
or otherwise, contract this disease foolishly. 
or by some hardihood of his own. [ think 
that where there is a want of affirmative proof 
the application should be accompanied by such 
negative proof as to satisfy us that the disease 
was not contracted by neglect or imprudence 
of the individual himself. 

But I repeat that my object in asking for the 
reading of the report and in making this state- 
ment is to ascertain the sense of the House, 
that we may derive therefrom instructions as 
to what our action should be when such testi 
mony as this is presented to us in the future 
If it be the pleasure of the House to grant a 
pension in this case I am content, though | 
question very much the propriety of such 
action. 

Mr. WAKEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I think 
that my colleague on the committee [Mr 
Bir] is a little mistaken as to one point of 
fact. The physician testifies that this man 
died of malarial fever; and he gives what it i: 
true is merely an opinion, that the disease wa: 
contracted while the man was in the service 
of the United States. But it seems to me, M 
Speaker, that where a person in the military 
service is on furlough for only thirty days, and 
dies within that period of a fever which may 
naturally be presumed to have been contracted 
in the southern climate, where the man has 
been on duty, that fact ought to be sufficient 
to warrant us in granting a pension to his 
widow. ‘This man was, in point of fact, in th: 
actual service of his country when he died, fo: 
he was only on furlough. It is true, as stated 
by the Department, that he was sick only one 
week, but there is no evidence that he was no! 
really unwell at the time he left the steamer 
Montgomery. We have no evidence on that 
point one way or the other. 

Mr. BIRD. That is the point I make, that 
there is no evidence one way or the other. 
There is evidence, very full and satisfactory, 
that the man was sick only one week, which 
would seem to exclude the other conclusion. 

Mr. ARCHER. Mr. Speaker, I hope this 
bill will be passed, for without regard to the 
particular merits of the case, I think the meas 
use should be adopted as a precedent for giv 
ing pensions to naval officers who died as tis 
man did. The naval pensions stand in a tl! 
ferent position from the Army pensions. The 
naval pensions are derived from a fund of 
$14,000,090 which belongs to the officers and 
seamen of the country, having accrued as the 
fruit of captures made in the war. ‘Ihe Gort 
ernment has deprived the officers and seame! 


; ; || of more than one half of the interest of this fund 
This ensign had a furlough | 


by an act which was passed allowing only three 
er cent. on the $14,000,000. I hope that the 
ouse will pass this bill, not only for the pur 
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wiih of giving a pension to the widow in this | 
ise, but in some measure as an instruction or | 

vide to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 

ith reference to applications for invalid pen- 
‘ons which may hereafter come before that 

5 ces a 

‘ommittee. There are ample funds to pay all 

+} e pensions to widows of officers who died in 

uu - 

the service. 5 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a | 
third reading; and being engrossed, it was | 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 
~ Mr, BUFFINTON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

[he latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MOORE. There are no further reports 
from the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The remaining committees were called 
through for private business, and no further 
reports were presented. 

TEXAS ELECTION CONTEST. | 

Mr. McCRARY offered the following reso- | 
lutions; which were referred to the Committee 
of Elections: 

Resolved, That the sixty days which the law allows 
for taking testimony in the contested-election case | 
of G. W. Whitmore vs. W.S. Herndon, from the first 
jistrict of Texas, shall commence on the Ist day of 
January, 1872. a 2 | 

Resolved, That either party to the said contest be 
authorized to take the testimony of Hon. J. W. | 
FiaxacaN, United States Senator, Hon. J. D. New- | 
omb, secretary of State, and Hon. E. J. Davis, Gov- 
ernor of the State of Texas, at the city of Washing- 
ton, District of Columbia, before any officer author- | 
ized by law to take depositions therein, within sixty 
days after the passage of this resolution, upon three 
days’ notice to the opposite party. | 

Mr. BANKS. Has the morning hour ex- 
pired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has not; butthe House | 
has got through with the business assigned to | 
the morning hour. 

Mr. BANKS. I desire to move that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, to 
take up and consider the two appropriation 
bills in reference to the treaty of Washington ; 
but the gentleman from Illinois asks me to 

s 
yield for the consideration of the bill providing 
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shall be his duty to purchase, in one of the 
ways aforesaid, some other square of ground 
in the city of Chicago, not more than two 
squares distant from the square on which said 
building destroyed by fire was located, and to 
cause to be erected on the square purchased a 
fire-proof building, suitable for the accom- 
medation of the custom-house, sub-Treasury, 
post office, United States courts, pension and 
internal revenue offices; and for this purpose 
there is hereby appropriated, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
$2,000,000, to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, who 
shall cause proper plans and estimates to be 
made, so that no expenditure shall be made or 
authorized for the full completion of said build 
ing, including the cost of the site, exceeding 
$5,000,000 ; and before any money is expeuded 
upon the construction of the building the plan 
of the same shall be approved by the Secre 
tary of the Treasury, the Postmaster General, 
and the Attorney General; provided that no 
mouey hereby appropriated shall be used or 
applied for the purpose until a valid title to 
the land for the site of such building shall be 
vested in the United States, aud until the State 
of Illinois shall also duly release and relin- 
quish to the United States the right to tax or 
in any way assess said site or the property of 
the United States that may be thereon during 
the time that the United States shall be 
remain the owner thereof. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
amendments. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

I. In line twenty-five strike out the word “five” 
and insert “four ;’’ soit will read, ‘“‘so that no ex- 
penditure shall be made or authorized for the full 
completion of said building, including the cost of 
the site, exceeding $4,000,000."’ 

Il. In line thirty-two, after the word “ Illinois.” 


or 


Now read the 


| insert the words “shall cede its jurisdiction over said 


for the construction of public buildings at || 


Chicago, which I will do if it does not give | 
rise to debate. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
that. 
Mr. BANKS. 
I cannot yield. 


I cannot say | 


If it is going to occupy time, 
I shall reserve my right. 


CHICAGO PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I am directed 
by the Committee on Appropriations to report 
back a bill (H. R. No. 459) for the construe- 
tion of a public building at Chicago, Illinois, 
with the recommendation that it do pass, with 
two amendments. 

3 RANDALL. I reserve the point of | 
order. 
_The SPEAKER. That it must go to the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 

Mr. RANDALL. Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will always 
reserve that point of order until the bill has | 
been read in full. 

Mr. RANDALL. I only want to have an | 
opportunity to test the sense of the House on | 
the reduction of the amount. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
read. 

The Clerk read the bill. It provides that 
the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized 
aud directed to purchase, at private sale or 
by condemnation, in pursuance of the statute 
of the State of Illinois, the remainder of the 
square of ground not now belonging to the | 
United States, on which the custom-honse and | 
post office building, lately destroyed by fire in | 
the city of Chicago, was situated, if the same | 
can be obtained either by private purchase or | 
condemnation at what, in his judgment, is a 


fir and reasonable price; but if not, then it | 


Let the bill be 


site to and ;’’ so it will read, *‘and until the State of 
Illinois shall cede its jurisdiction over said site, and 
shall also duly release and relinquish to the United 
States the right to tax orin any way assess said site 
or the property of the United States that may be 
thereon during the time that the United States shall 
be or remain the owner thereof.’”’ 


TheSPEAKER. Is there objection to con- 
sidering this bill in the House? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I object, unless we con- 
sider it in the House as in the Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


1 do not object 


to that. 
| The SPEAKER. Under the five-minutes 
rule? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Yes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The bill to be open to 


| offices for 


amendment? 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. 
no objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no speech to make on this bill, but simply 
wish to make a statement showing the action 
of the Committee on Appropriations in regard 
to it, leaving it to other gentlemen of the com 
mittee, if they desire, to discuss it. 

The Committee on Appropriations invited the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds to 
meet and consult concerning this bill. As 
the result of that conference the committee 
became satisfied it was a matter of good policy 
to construct upon one square, to be wholly 
owned by the United States, a public building 
large enough to accommodate all the offices of 
the United States in the city of Chicago. 
All the public buildings of the United States 
there were burned down in the late fire. 
It was thought, in view of the great disaster 
and the imperious necessity of furnishing 
the officers of the Government 
there to transact business, the work should be 
done at once. Nothing more could be done 
immediately than to secure a site, and the 
committee were informed that the Legislature 
of Illinois has lately passed a law authorizing 
the condemnation of the property, if necessary 


There being 


| for ceding it to the United States. 


This bill provides that the site may be pur- |! 
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chased by private sale, or by condemnation 
under the laws of Illinois, limiting the cost of 
the whole square not now owned by the United 
States to $1,000,000. The billfurther pro 
vides that the cost of the structure and site 
together should be limited to $5,000,000. 
The committee, after considering the relative 
cost of other buildings, thought we should 
not authorize the erection of a public build 
lag which, exclusive of the site, was to cost 
$4,000,000. We knew that in that respect we 
were setting an example for Cincinnati, Si. 
Louis, Baltimore, and all other cities of sini 
lar size. And, as there is not now any on: 
publie building belonging to the United States 
outside of this city that has cost more than 
$3,000,000, exclusive of the site, we thought 
it was not wise to set the gauge so high as 
$4,000,000. The committee, therefore, rec 
ommend to cut down the total sum for site 
building to $4,000,000, and to require th 
architect to make his plans, drafts, and esti 
mates upon that basis. The eommitie: 
adda clause requiring the cession by the Stat 
of Illinois of jurisdiction over the site, in addi 
tion to what the bill already required, that 
there should be a cession of the right to tax 
the site and the building. ‘That seemed to the 
committee to bea wise and prudent restriction. 

These are the only amendments which the 
committee have offered; and this is all I desire 
to say, except simply this: we show our sym 
pathy with the city of Chicago, in the great 
calamity which has betalleu it, by the prompt 
ness of our appropriation, and not by a need- 
less extravagance in the amount. It will not 
rationally aid Chicago to throw two or three 
bushels of hundred dollar bills out on the 
prairie to the wind. but the appropriation 
of $2,000,000 for the purchase of a site for 
a public building, and the beginning of the 
work, is a simple act of justice, and te do th: 
promptly will afford great aid in relieving the 
sufferings of that great city. I am ready to 
believe that they themselves, proud, true citi 
zens as they are, appreciate this act more 
highly if it carries with it the provision for a 
solid, substantial, even magnificent building, 
such as $3,000,000 will make, and yet gives 
evidence that we are not forgetting that other 
worthy cities will by and by need as good ones. 
| believe the appropriation recommended by 
the Committee on Appropriations is 
large enough. 

1 ask the attention of the House to the para 
graph in the President's annual message refet 
ring to this subject, as follows: 


ana 
i 


amp! 


*‘ By the great fire in Chicago, the most important 
of the Government buildings in that city were con 
sumed. Those burned had already become inad: 


| quate to the wants of the Governmentin that grow 


ing city, and looking to the near future, were totally 
inadequate. [ recommend, therefore, that an appro 
priation be made immediately to purchase the re- 
mainder of the squareon which the burned building 
stood, providedit can be purchased at a fair valuation, 
or provided that the Legislature of Illinois will pass 
a law authorizing its condemnation for Government 
purposes: and also an appropriation of as much 
money as can properly be expended toward the 
erection of new buildings during this fiscal year.” 


I also submit the following letter from the 
Seeretarv of the Treasury, recommending the 


passage of sueh a bill as this: 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
WasHineton, D. C., December 9, 1871. 

i Yours of December 6, inclosing a copy of 
HLouse bill 45%, providing for the construction of the 
proposed publie building at Chicago, [llinois, and 
asking my a as to the amount necessary to be 
appropriated at the present time, together with esti 
mates of the total cost of the building and of the 
additional land required, is received. 

In reply, L have to say that 1 have examined the 
bill, and it appears to me to meet the requirement» 
of the case. The amount therein provided for will 
in my opinion, be sufficient to enable the Depart 
ment tu procure the necessary land and erect a suit 
able building, and the amount it is proposed to 
appropriate immediately will suffice for the purchase 
of the land and cover all the expemditures necessary 
for the current fiscal year. 

Very respectfully, 

GEO. 8. BOUTW BLL, Secretary 
Hon. Gronce A. Harsey, Charrman Committee on 

Public Buildings and Grounds, House of Representa- 

tier. 
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If anv member of the Committee on Public 
Buildings avd Grounds now desires to take 
charge of this bill, [will be happy to surrender 
itto him. As there seems to be no such wish 
I will ask the House to act on it. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the 
amendment of the Committee on Appropri- 
utions, to strike out ** $5,000,000" and insert 
‘+ $4,000,000,"’ as the cost of the site and 
building. 

Mr. RANDALL. Before that question is 
taken, I desire to offer an amendment, as fol- 
iow 

Amend by striking out in lines thirteen, fourtecn, 
and fifteen of the bill the words “not more than 
two squares distant from the square on which said 
building destroyed by fire was located.” 

I think those words should be stricken out 
as a matter of safety against any combination 
to increase the real value of the property. I 
do not suppose that this amendment will be 
objec ted to. 

Mr. PLATT. I desire to explain, in con- 
nection with the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [| Mr. Ranpaut, | 
that by the bill the parties who have charge of 
he matter will have the discretion of selecting 
from twenty-four squares, as the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania may ascertain by making 
a calculation. It was thought that this was a | 
liberal margin, sufficiently so to prevent any | 
combination by which the Government would ! 
be forced to pay an extravagant sum for a 
site. The matter was sufficiently considered 
in the Committee on Public Buildings and | 
Grounds, and by the Committee on Appropri- || 
ations in conjunction with that committee, and 
it was deemed by both ef those committees 
that the interests of the Government were suf- 


‘not be adopted. 


,on Appropriations, is only $2,000,000. This | 


| the post office buildings, for which an appro- | 


| $200,000 will be an ample sum for the purchase 





{ 
| 
. . . } 
ficiently guarded by the limitations as they | 
now stand in the bill. I hope, therefore, the | 
amendment will not prevail. l] 
Che SPEAKER. The question will first be | 
taken upon the amendment reported by the | 
Committee on Appropriations, to strike out | 
** $5,000,000’ and insert ‘* $4,000,000.°’ 


| desk, for examination by auy member who | 





Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend that | 
amendment by striking out ‘* $4,000,000" and | 
inserting **$2,000,000"’ in lieu thereof; and I | 
desire to say a word in favor of that amend- | 
meut. “The bill as originally introduced pro- | 
posed an appropriation of ** $5,000,000."" The | 
Committee on Appropriations propose to re- | 
duce that sum to ** $4,000,000.”’ They impose 
no limitation upon the cost of the land which 
is to be bought in addition to the land now | 
owned by the Government, and which is to 
constitute the site of this building. I insist 
that an appropriation of an additional sum of || 
$200,000 to purchase land to enlarge the pres- 
ent site, if that be thought desirable, or to 
purchase the site in some other part of the 
city of Chicago, would be ample for that pur- 
pose. That would leave $2,000,000 for the 
construction of this building; and I submit 
that in the present eondition of the affairs of 
this country and the taxed condition of its 
labor, and with its past experience in refer- 
ence tothe public buildings, a larger appropri- 
ation than $2,000,000 is not required for this | 
purpose. | beheve that, with perhaps two 
exceptions, the construction of no building of | 
this kind has been authorized where the appro 
priauon in the first instance has amounted | 
to over $2,000,000, and there the magnitude 
of the appropriations only excited the most 
revolting frauds and profligacy. 

{ trust this amendment will be adopted, if 
only to prevent 4 dangerous precedent for ex- 
travagance ; for this appropriation in no wise 
benefits the sufferers by this fearful calamity 
which has so excited the sympathies of the 
civilized world. It is simply an appropriation | 
of public money to build a building for the use 
of the United States. 1 propose $2,000,000. It | 
is certainly a very large appropriation for such a || 
purpose, and is ample if honestly applied. If || 
the country was in the most prosperous condi- 
tien, and its finances were in the most satis: | 


| Treasury and the supervising architect of the | 
| Treasury to purchase for the purpose of erect- | 
| ing the building. 


| by speculators or combinations on the part of 


|| it under consideration, and who have given to | 
all its provisions a careful scrutiny. 


| form. 
| a duty to perform to the eutire tax-payers of 
| the country. 


| here with doing an ungracious act. 


| of Congress. 
| to such an enormous appropriation as is here | 
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factory state, an appropriation of more than | 
was necessary would not be justifiable, for it |) 
would be used only for corruption and fraud 
and not for the benefit of the impoverished || 
people of that city. To this appropriation add 
the value of the property already owned by 
the Government in the site of this building, and 
it would certainly be ample. 

Mr. PLATT. I hope the amendment will | 
The appropriation made | 
by this bill, as reported by the Committee | 


building is intended to accommodate all the 
Government business in Chicago. It will con- 
tain the post office, the custom-house, accom- 
modations for the internal revenue officers, 
the pension office, the United States courts, 
and every other office for which the Govern-. 
ment of the United States requires accommo- 
dation. Now, the bills for the post office in 
the city of New York and the post office in 
the city of Boston provided that the cost of 
those buildings should not exceed $3,000,000 
each, and they are simply for the accommoda- 
tion of one department of the Government. 
The Government owns in those cities, besides 


priation of $3,000,000 was made in each city, | 
custom-houses and other buildings for the 
accommodation of other departments of Gov- | 
ernment business. [| submit that the sum of 
$4,000,000, to which the entire cost of the 
building is limited by this bill as amended by 
the Committee on Appropriations, is a small 
sum for such a building as is required in 
Chicago, including the cost of the land. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I suggest to my friend that 


of a site in addition to what the Government 
now owns there. 

Mr. PLATT. In order that the House may 
understand this subject, I send to the Clerk’s 


chooses to examine it, a plan showing the 
proposed site of this building and the property 
which it is desired by the Secretary of the 


It is situated in the very | 
heart of the business portionof the city. It is 
bounded by Madison street, Dearborn street, 
Monroe street, and Clark street. The Gov- 
ernment owns already in that syuare nineteen 
thousand nine hundred feet of land, and it is 
proposed to purchase one hundred and seven 
thousand one hundred feet more. The Gov- 
ernment is carefully guarded against any loss 





property-holders by the provisions of this biil, | 
and it is said by parties well acquainted with 

the price of real estate in Chicago that the sum | 
of $1,000,000 is a very small price for the 
amount of land the Government has to pur- | 
chase in this locality, and is uot a speculative 
price. I hope the House will pass the bill as 
reported by the two committees who have had | 


Mr. RANDALL. It may seem to some an 
ungracious task to attempt to reduce an appro- | 
priation to a city so recently destroyed, and [ | 
can well understand the sympathy which would | 
operate in inducing gentlemen here to vote 
money in behalf of Chicago. But we must 
recollect that we have a higher duty to per- 
In making this appropriation we have 


' 
} 


And that duty, for one, | do not 
shrink from, even though I may be charged | 
Accord- 
ing to my judgment $1,000,000 for the land | 
and $1,000,000 for the building, as suggested | 
by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Hot- || 
MAN,] is quite far enough for usto go. They || 
could not, if they wanted, expend $2,000,000 } 
between now and the time of the next meeting | 
Why tie down this Government | 


| 


| 
| 
i 


recommended, to wit, $4,000,000? 


| say that I think $1,000,000 is enough 
| propriate at this time. 


| in giving away the people’s money, the peop). 





December |; 


— 


Mr. PLATT. Let me correct the vent 
man in one statement. The APpropriatis 
recommended by this committee rr 
$2,000,000 

Mr. RANDALL. I know that; but j¢ y, 


gentleman will listen to me he will he 


1S Only 


ar the 
to a 
As to the land. } - 
credibly informed that with the present site,,, 
the additional land which it is proposed to »», 
chase there will be purchased an area of nes, 
five acres. a 
Mr. PLATT. I gave the gentleman 4, 
exact number of feet. 7 
Mr. RANDALL. We ought to be just bem, 
we are generous, and to recollect that woe ame 
not voting our Own money away, bui oth», 
people’s money. And I venture the opinio, 
that if every man here who votes for such », — 
enormous appropriation as this was giv), Bp 
away his own money, he would give a very (i. 
ferent vote from that which he is about to cay 


he is here to represent. 

Ido not want a niggardly economy in th 
construction of this or any other building {); 
the use of the Government; but I do ») 
mean to sit silent here and see debt afc 
debt heaped upon the people, when I am read; 
to show that the most outrageous corruptio 
has been perpetrated in connection with publi 
buildings throughout thisentire country. Tye Hi 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. PLarr] has ,). 
luded to New York and to Boston. That isa, Be 
unfortunate allusion. The experience of the 
two Government buildings in those cities should 
make us quite careful of the manner in whic) 
we make further appropriations for public 
buildings. In reference to the New York pos 
office we were told thatit was to cost $38,000,000, 








By corruption, by a profligate expenditure of & 
the public money in the construction of thi 0% 
building, and by an enlargement of the original By 
plan, that building is likely to cost the Goy * 
ernment $10,000,000. I tell you that these FF 
architects, and those who execute their pla D4 


in building these structures, as experience has 
shown, will not be bound by the restrictions 
of any law of Congress in reference to the 
expenditure of public money. 

| Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. KELLEY. [I dissent entirely from the 
views just presented by my colleague [Mr 
tANDALL| as to the amount of this appro 
priation. I believe that the entire population 
of his district and mine, and of the city whic! 
we in part represent, will dissent from them. 
If there is among our constituents one, or 4 
few, whose necessities have prevented them 
from making a contribution to the suffering 
men and women of Chicago, they will rejoice 
that the nation has stepped forward to makes 
slight contribution in their behalf by the promp: 
and liberal performance of a duty. They will 
rejoice in a liberal appropriation for this pur 
pose, and that the Government, in the charac 
ter of the buildings it shall erect for its pu 
poses in that desolated city, provide a monu 
ment to endure through all time, expressiré 
of the desire of the Government and peopie 
to aid in rebuilding Chicago. To thus express 
our sympathy with that city at this time, to 
give employment to its people and to furnish 
ready money to be disbursed among the 
ruined people of that city, will be a work ol 
practical beneficence. 

I hope the appropriation will be for the full 
$4,000,000 recommended by the Committee 
on Appropriations. We can guard agains 
fraud there as we can almost everywhere else. 
I say ‘‘almost everywhere else,’’ for I do no! 
believe it can be done in the city which my 
colleague holds up as an example, the city 0! 
New York, even by Government officials, be 
cause the Tammany leaders had so corrupted 
the whole atmosphere of the place that hon 
esty was impossible in any department of public 
affairs. I cheerfully support this appropriation 
of $4,000,000; and I take occasion to expres 
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my regret that the amount originally proposed— 
25.000,000—has been reduced. a hope that i 
my friend and colleague will review his opin- || 
‘ons, and vote for the bill as reported by the | 
committee. eee : 

Mr. RANDALL. This is not a question of 
charity at all. If my colleague or I want to 
be charitable, we have a private mode of 
extending charity. j | 

Mr. KELLEY. Iam not asking charity ; I 
am only asking the Government to deal with 
venerous justice toward a stricken people. 
There is no charity in this proposition to per- | 
form a duty promptly and with a generous 
hand. 7 : 

Mr. RANDALL. That is the line of the 
centleman’s argument. 
"Mr. KELLEY. The block of ground in 
question contains about three acres in the | 
heart of the business portion of the most enter- 
prising city in the world. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. About two acres and 
a half. 

Mr. KELLEY. The Legislature of Illi- 
nois has provided means by which it can be 
eondemned; so that the Government is not 
liable to be swindled in the purchase. I hope, 
as | have said, that this ground will be taken 
by the Government, and that it will not be 
taken at a niggardly price, but that the Gov- || 
ernment will pay in bulk for it what Chicago || 
merchants would have given in the hour of 
the city’s greatest prosperity. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman || 
from Pennsylvania- 

The SPEAKER. Before the gentleman || 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] proceeds, | 
the Chair will remind the House that this | 
debate is proceeding irregularly. Debate is | 
exhausted upon the amendment. ‘The Chair | 
willindulge the discussion, however, so long as | 
there is no objection. 

Mr. DAWES. I merely wish to correct—— | 

Mr. MARSHALL. I would like to make | 
an inquiry of the Chair. 1] 

Mr. HOLMAN. If gentlemen desire to con- | 

| 
| 
| 





T 


tinue the debate i will withdraw my amend- 
ment, with the understanding that it shall be || 
renewed. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Iam a member of the | 

Committee on Appropriations, and also a Rep- | 
resentative from the State of Illinois; and [ | 
would like to know by what rule the floor is | 
constantly assigned to other gentlemen, while || 
I have been endeavoring all the while to obtain | 
a hearing. 

The SPEAKER. ‘Two gentlemen on the | 
same side of the House as the gentleman from | 

Illinois, [Mr. MarsHan.,] and in his imme- || 
diate vicinity, have just spoken. Does the 
gentleman object to the assignment of the | 
floor as made by the Chair? 

Mr. MARSHALL. If Iam not mistaken, by | 
the rules, or at least the usage of the House, || 
in assigning the floor preference should always | 
be given to gentlemen representing the com- 
mittee reporting the bill under consideration, 
where they claim the privilege of addressing | 
the House. It is my misfortune to have great | 
difficulty in catching the eye or ear of the || 
Speaker; but as there is a peculiar propriety | 
in my being heard in reply to my friends on 
this side, 1 am disposed to insist upon my 
rights, if I have any. 

Mr. DAWES. I will yield to the gentle- | 
man. 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair did not recog- 
nize the gentleman from Illinois as seeking 
the floor. Two gentlemen on that side of the | 
House have just occupied it; and the Chair 
sought to equalize the matter by assigning it 
to a second gentleman on the other side, only 
one on that side having spoken. Butthe Chair 
18 very glad to muke the number three on one 
side to one on the other. The gentleman 
from Illinois will proceed. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I am not in partnership 
with my friends on this side of the House who || 
spoke on this measure, and it is because they |/ 


| purpose, 
| Speaker to this fact that I have interposed at 
| this time. 


| erally turned out of doors. 


have spoken that I wish to be heard in re 
to them. I desire to say a few words in advo- 
cacy of this measure. As a member of the 
Committee on Appropriations, and as a Rep- 
resentative from Illinois, | think I have a right 
to be heard, and I have attempted two or three 
times to get the ear of the Speeker for this 
It is to call the attention of the 


The SPEAKER. The Chair did not recog 
nize the gentleman as seeking the floor. 
right of the gentleman to the floor is equal to 


Mr. MARSHALL. 


I certainly have never 


asked for greater privileges than those accorded 
to my brother members, and have been very | 


reluctant even to insist upon these. The 
Speaker and the House will bear me witness 


House with useless disputation. As amember 


| of the Committee on Appropriations I gave 


my assent to this bill. I think the measure is 
misapprehended by gentlemen on this side of 
the House as well as by the gentleman trom 
Pennsylvania [ Mr. Ke.ey] on the other side. 


| Neither Chicago nor the State of Illinois, as | 


understand it, asked any appropriation on the 
ground of charity. Weask this appropriation 
because it is proper and right, and necessary 
for the purposes of the Federal Government. 


| A great city, one of the first on this continent, 


the most rapidly-growing city on the face of 
the earth—one of which Illinois and the whole 
country are and ought to be proud—has been 
desolated and laid in ashes. ‘'he Government 
has important interests there. It has nocus- 
tom-house, no court-house, no post office, no 


| building for any public purpose in that city. 


The officers of the Government are almost lit- 


The interests of 
the Government require the erection of asuit- 


| able building at this time in that city promptly, 


without delay. 

The inquiry is made, why is so much land 
asked for? 1 answer, because no public build- 
ing will be safe unless it is protected by the 
interposition of surrounding streets from adja- 
cent and combustible buildings. In each of 
our great cities the buildings of the Govern- 
ment ought to occupy a square. 
thus protected by a street on each side are not 
so liable to such desolation and ruin as has 
recently fallen upon the public and other 
buildings in the city of Chicago. 

Then, what will be thecost? My friend from 
Pennsylvania says $200,000. Limagine prob 


| ably somewhere within the range of Chicago 


property for this purpose may be acquired tor 
$200,000, but not where the Government wishes 
to put up these buildings, not where they are 
needed for the purpose of the people and of 
the Government. 


Mr. HOLMAN. This is for the additional 


| land. 


Mr. MARSHALL. I know it is for addi- 
tional land, but there is no danger of the Gov- 
ernment being imposed on by combinations, 
for the Legislature of Illinois has already 
passed a bill authorizing the condemnation of 
this property if those who own it refuse to sell 
at a fair price, the price to be assessed by a 
jury selected by the agents of the Govern- 
ment as well as the owners of the land. 

What class of buildings should be erected ? 
Here is a rapidly growing city, which in a 
short time will reach half a million inhab- 
itants, and at no distant day will contain a 
million, where the Government at this time 
is deprived of buildings of any character for 
the transaction of its business. ‘The buildings 
which we erect should, of course, be com- 
mensurate, not only with the present, but the 
future wants of the Government. In this 
building it is proposed to accommodate the 
post office, the custom-house, and Federal 
courts, and various internal revenue offices, 


1} 


lhe | 


| that of every other member, not a particle 
| greater. 
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ply ! understand it, does not equal what has been 


appropriated for the erection of a single post 
office building in some other cities of the coun 
try. Itis said this money has been wantonly 
squandered in many instances; but when we 


| appropriate money for these purposes we must 


leave its expenditure tothe discretion of some- 
body. The Government desires to erect there 
a permanent, fire-proot building, a building 
equal to the present and future wants of the 
people and the Government. 

It is estimated that about two acres of land 
will be necessary for the erection of all the 
buildings required by the Government in that 
city. ‘Lhe land now owned by the Govern 
ment is inadequate for the purpose. Hereto 


'| fore, indeed, the Government was compelled 


to rent buildings. A small portion of thir 
desired square the Government owns. But 


| the public buildings in Chicago before the fire, 
that I have never taken up the time of the |} 


not being adequate to the then purposes of the 
Government, we were compelled to rent at a 


heavy expense other buildings on some of the 


these purposes in this bill? 


adjacent lots. 

Now, it is the desire, and it is the interest 
of the Government to erect a permanent, fire 
proof building, and on a piece of ground not 
connected with private buildings. To do this 
they must purchase or acquire in some way 2a 
square or block of land in that portion of the 
city where it will best accommodate the peo- 
ple, the purposes of the post office, the custom 
house, the Federal courts, and other public 
purposes. 

What is the limit of the appropriation fo: 
It is proposed to 
appropriate $3,000,000 for the erection of all 
these buildings, after paying out $1,000,000 
to acquire the land. 1 insist the limit fixed 
in the bill is not, under all the circumstances, 
an extravagant one. Undoubtedly we are all 
here, or ought to be, in favor of economy. 


'| We oughtin all casesto oppose the erection of 


new buildings where they are not needed, but 


| where they are, as in this case, absolutels 


Buildings || 


necessary for the purposes of the Govern 
ment, to be built as rapidly as nossible, and 


| ona scale adequate to the prese .i and future 


wants of the Government. 

It is said by the gentleman from Pennsy! 
vania that this money cannot be expended 
during the present year. If it costs $1,000,000 
to acquire the property to erect these build 


| ings on, certainly there can be no impropri 


|| ety in permitting $1,000,000 more to go into 


' the hands of the Secretary of the Treasury for 


| the wings as rapidly as possible. 


the purpose of commencing the erection of 
the buildings provided for in this bill. As a 
matter of course it will be the object of the 
officers of the Government to put up one of 
‘The wants 
of the Government demand this. The Gov 
ernment has no building to accommodate its 
officers or its business. By reason of the great 
fire it is virtually turned out of doors, and it 
is necessary to push forward the erection of 
these buildings more rapidly than in any other 


| place for which an appropriation has ever been 


made by us. 
son greater. 
The Committee on 


The urgency is beyond compari 


Public Buildings and 


| Grounds reported a bill fixing the limit at 


$5,000,000. After careful inquiry and diseus 
sion, the Committee on Appropriations, anx 
ious to protect the Treasury as well as to do 
justice to the wants of the Government and the 
people of a sorely stricken city, reduced it to 
$4,000,000. I sincerely hope my friends wil! 
see that their action has been eminently just 
and proper, and will withdraw their opposi 


tion. : 
Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to modify my 
amendment. As it was thought $4,000,000 


was sufticient for the public buildings in New 
York, I move to limit the expenditure, includ 
ing the purchase of this additional land, and 
the erection of these public buildings, to 


| $3,000,000. 
and all that is asked for this building, as I || 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Why, Mr. Speaker, 
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they have already expended $2,000,000 on the 
first story of the building at New York. If 
gentlemen will refer tothe report of the super- 
vising architect, they will find the expenditure 
stated there at $1,900,000, and this did not 
include the unexpended balance, since ex- 
pended, which brings the amount to over 
$2,000,000, Its public buildings cost some- 
thing to this country. 

It is proposed to erect in Chicago a build 
ing which shall accommodate all the lederal 
offices, the post office, the United States courts, 
the custom-house, thesub-Treasury, the inter 

il revenue offices, &c. Now, sir, in New 
York they have a custom-house which cost 
$1,200,000, and a sub Treasury building which 
cost $1,300,000 ; and they have already spent 
over $2,000,000 on the post office and court- 
house, a building which, in the end, will cost 
probably over $5,000,000. And all that it is 
proposed to give Chicago by this bill for the 
whole public buikdings, including the site, is 
$4,000,000. 

Now, as to the site which it is proposed 
the Government should purchase, it is not 
confined by this bill to any particular square. 
If it cannot get the remainder of the square 
on which the building formerly stood at a 
reasonable rate, it may bargain for any one 
of twenty-four other squares, for any square 
within two squares of that one. This covers 
twenty four squares, which sufficient 
leverage to make men reasonable as to price, 
and the bill provides for the condemnation of 
this property in case the parties will not at 
private sale deal reasonably with the Govern- 
ment. 

Had the public building at Chicago been on 
a square by itselfit would not have been burned. 
The building which was there was not a very 
valuable one, for it only cost the Government 
about five hundred thousand dollars all told. 
It was a small building, entirely unsuited to 
the wants of Chicago, not sufficient even for 
a post office, not sufficient even forthe courts, 
scarcely sufficient for any branch of the Fed 
eral offices in that great and growing city. This 
block, before the fire in Chicago, could not 
have been purchased, without the buildings 
upon it, for probably $2,000,000. Now, it 1s 
possible that the Government might go out 
somewhere into the suburbs of the city and pur- 
chase a block a great deal cheaper. Of course 
itcould, But oughtit to dothis? By no means. 
lt should have its public buildings in a central 
portion of the city, where the people would be 
accommodated ; and the Government has no 
right, oe ec il can purchase property some- 
where else to depress the value of 
private selon rty in the vicinity of where the 
public buildings were. When men have in- 
vested large sums in real estate in that vicinity, 
the Governmem has no right to go and take 
away from them the value of their property by 
removing the public buildings to some other 
portion of the city. 

Sir, we should deal with Chicago in this 
matter precisely as if that block alone bad 
been burned over, and the rest of the city left 
untouched. Nay, we should deal more liber- 
ally with the city on account of what has 
occurred, aud put the buildings back shabe 
they will accommodate the wants of the peo- 
ple. Ido uot stand up here asking charity 
for Chicago. Chicago is a giant still, great in 
itd desolation as it was great in its life, and, 
rising from its ashes, it will show to the people 
of the United States that it will require public 
buildings costing $4,000,000 in avery few years 
for the amount of public business which will 
have to be transacted there. 

Mr. DAWES. 1 desire, if possible, to dis- 
abuse this lall ef any prejudice growing out of 
the question of public buildings in New York. 
I believe the bill can stand upon its own merits, 
and I do not think that even the public build- 
ings in New York are open to the charge of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ran- 


vives 
gives 


he ape r, 


DALL,] who says that the promise was made in | 


the last Congress that these buildings would 
cost $3,000,000, but that by enlargement and 
corruption they are to cost $10,000,000. 


Mr. RANDALL. No, sir; I meant both | 
New York and | 


buildings, the 
Boston. 

Mr. DAWES. I regret that 
did not say what he meant. 

Mr. RANDALL. The two buildings at New 
York and Boston wiil cost $10,000,000. 

Mr. DAWES. I regret, 
tleman did not say what he meant. 

Mr. RANDALL. [am not responsible for 
what the gentleman understood me to say. 

Mr. DAWES. If it was necessary to drag 
the Boston custom-house in to help the gentle- 
man out in the statement which he made 

Mr. RANDALL. Ido not need any help 
from the gentleman whatever. I am 
able to take care of myself. 

Mr. DAWES. Well, 
after-thought of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, in reference to the Boston custom-house 
will give him any aid in carrying out this mat- 
ter, for the Boston post office has never been 


post offices at 


the gentleman 





enlarged one hair’s breadth of an inch, nor has | 


one dollar been expended on the Boston post 
office over and above the original appropria- 
tion under the limitation put in the first bill. 


It has no more connection with the gentle- | 


man’s statement of corruption and enlarge 
ments than the wind has. The gentleman’s 


new-born zeal in reference to corruption and | 


enlargements has led to confusion in his mind. 
The $10,000,000 expended on the court-house 


in New York has led him to mistake what he | 


is talking about. It is not a court-house that 
the Government is building in New York; i 
18 a post oftice. 

Mr. RANDALL. And for the courts. 

Mr. DAWES. Thecourt-house in New York, 


built by the county of New York, I know is | 


costing $10,000,000, and I regret that the new 
role the gentleman is attempting to play leads 
him to this confusion. 

Mr. RANDALL. © The gentleman will allow 
me to say that the post office and the United 


States courts are to be accommodated in this | 


building in New York. 

Mr. DAWES. 
time. { Laughter. } 

Mr. RANDALL. I will correct the mis- 
statements of the gentleman wherever I can, 
in or out of my time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman 
Massachusetts is entitled to the floor now. 

Mr. DAWES. 
perfect fairness. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania was out of order in interrupting, 

Mr. DAWES. The gentleman stated as an 
argument against this bill that we were told in 
the last Congress that the New York post 
office would cost but $3,000,000, and that by 
corruption and enlargements it is going to cost 
$10,000,000. Now the gentleman says that 
he meant the New York and Boston’ post 
offices. I say to him that the Boston post office 
has no more connection with that statement 
than the New Orleans custom-house, 
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then, that the gen- | 


quite 1] 


I do not think the | 


You may talk in your own | 


from | 


I deal with the gentleman with 
I am entitled to the floor now. | 


which |! 
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those who now control the Treasury of a 
United States shall pass out of power in 
House, and that power shall fall into the h: 
of those who preach rather than practice. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, a word in referenee , 
this building. If there had been no fire 
Chicago at all the demands of the public they. 
would have required a building as large 8s thy 
in New York, and larger than that in Bost 
so that the only result of the calamity that y, 
visited upon Chicago is this, thatthe neces 
of the building is upon us now. We might ke 
postponed it for two or three years had it » 
feos for the fire, but when built it wo. ld hay 
had to be built ace ording to the necess sities « and 
exige neies of the public, and as large a build 
ing would have been required in Chicago ag;, 
New York. Kverybody knows what a cente, 
it is, and how large a business must be trapg. 
acted there. It requires $: 3,000,000 for the 
structure and $1,000,000 for the site. In Noy 
| York it was originally $3,000,000 for the stry¢ 

ture, outside of the amount for the site, Added 

to that is $800,000 for building that part of ; 
| which is under ground, making $3,800,000 fy, 
the building outside of what the land itself higs 
cost. Thisis, therefore, less than the New Yo; 
appropriation. Andif Congress is true to itsel; 
they will hold them to this limitation as w: 
the last Congress held New York to the lin 
ation which was imposed in the bill maki; 
the appropriation. 

There is no occasion for saying that by cor 
| ruption any more than by enlargement. the: 

has been an improper expe »nditure of money 
in New York in the superintendence and ex 
penditure of that appropriation. Not a dolla; 
of that money has been improperly expended 
| and the closest scrutiny is challenged into th; 
expenditure of every dollar of the money ap. 
| propriated by the last Congress for New York. 
| And when that appropriation is enlarged it wil 
be by the vote of the gentleman from Penn: 
sylvania [Mr. Ranpai] and his associates, 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. SWANN obtained the floor. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
that I propose to call for avote as soon as th 
\| gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Swany] shal 
| have concluded his remarks. 
|| Mr. RANDALL. I hope not. 

Mr. SWANN. I have but recently take 


part in the discussions of the Comunittee on 
| am very sorry to see that 


Appropriations. 
it is attempted to make a party 
of this ap propriation, and that some feelin 
has been manifested on this floor beiwe 


{ approach it without reference to party; 


approach it for the purpose of doing justice 
which has 


to a down-stricken community, 
| been visited by a calamity unprecedented 
the history of this country, and in doing ju 


the whole country. 


charity. 
| tion of charity; 


desire to say 


quesuor 


gentlemen on both sides of the House. Now 


tice to them I am glad to know that I bened 


My friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ras 
DALL] has said this is not @ question ol 
Sir, I do not approach it as a ques 
but I do approach it as : 


uestion of sy mpathy, as well as publi c dfty. 
{ere isa community, comprising almost the 
| largest city population in the United Sta 
stricken down by one of the most awful calam 
ities known in the experience of the civilized 
world. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman allos 
| me to ask him a single question? 
Mr. SWANN. Certainly. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Doesthe gentleman regard 


was a grand demonstration in itself of the zeal 
for economy with which those with whom the 
gentleman is associated are accustomed to illus- , 
trate their lives and their votes. pLenghter.j 
But, Mr. Speaker, the cost of the New York 
post office was limited to $3,000,000, and the 
enlargement to which the gentleman alludes 
is under ground. When they came to build 
the foundation they found that it was sand. 
They were obliged to sink the building thirty 
feet, and they made one third as much room | 
underneath before they got to the solid founda- 
tion as there was above. Congress gave them 
$800,000 in addition to the $8,000,000 to finish 
up that thirty feet under ground, giving them 
one third as much room as there was above | If gentlemen will hear me out, J will expla! 
ground. It was an addition of $800,000 to | myself on that point. The Committee 
the $3,000,000 which was the original limit- | Appropriations have had before them th 


up this stricken city, or does he regard it " 
any other light than that of a mere appropria 
tion of public money for a specific improve 
ment? 

» Mr. SWANN. 


, ation, and it will never exceed that unless || report of another committee of this Houst 


this as an appropriation to assist in building 


) 


I regard it in both lights. 


' 
t 


e 





YR Me oa eT 





er IB, 


TY of 4} 
rer in thi 
the ha 
C ice, 
erence ' 
10 fire j 
lic ther: 
SE AS the 
i) Boston 
y that Wa 
NECEsgity 
‘ight hay, 
lad it y 
ould Nave 
Sities and 
2 a build 
“AZO as it 
t & Center 
be trans. 
O for th 
In New 
the struc 
» Added 
part of } 
1), 000 { > 
itself has 
Vew Y; rk 
2 to itself 
as We 
the limit 
| making 


vt by cor 
ent ther 
f money 
2 and ex 
La dollar 
xpended, 
1 into th 
ioney an: 
ew York, 
ed it wil 
m Penp- 
Ciates, 


ire to say 
on as thy 
NN] shal 


ly taker 
nittee on 
see that 
question 
ie Teen 
hbetw vf 
. Now, 
party; | 


> 


g justice 
lich has 
ented in 
olng ju 


I benef 


[r. Ray 
stion of 
Sa ques 

it as 2 
lic dfty. 
most the 
] States, 
11 calam 
civilized 


an allox 


n regard 
building 
ard it 
propria 
mprove 


h lights. 
explaiv 
ittee on 
vem the 


House, 


t 


ane meta ae 


ea 


Ses 


F 





1871. 


timating the cost of the public buildings || be appropriated for the erection of these pub- 
*-rroved at Chicago and the cost of rebuild- 


‘ng them, fixing the amount at $5,000,000. I 


nave 


whether the aggregate cost of those buildings 
would be four or five million dollars. But out 
of abundant caution I adopt the estimate agreed 
vron by the Committee on Appropriations, 
ating $1,000,000 of the amount reported 
“be Committee on Public Buildings and 
who had previously considered this 


by the 
(rr unds, 
supyect. 

i My <a judgment is that every dollar of this 
<4.900,000 will be consumed in reproducing 
the buildings which are absolutely necessary 
‘n Chicago for governmental purposes ; | mean 
such buildings as comport with the character 
and the trade of that great city. Iam not 
here to advocate any limited and niggardly 
policy in regard to Chicago or any other city 
‘nthis Union. [might justly complain of what 
has been.done in regard to my own city, where 
not over three or four hundred thousand dol- 
lars, as I believe, have been expended in the 
vublie buildings for the use of the Government 
in that city. J 1 
hound to provide just such buildings for public 
use as are necessary to transact the public 
business conveniently and with proper dignity. 
And I will venture to say that when you come 


> examine into this subject, when you come | 


not gone into the examination to learn | 


1 hold that the Government is | 


to examine the estimates of the architect, you | 
will find that every dollar of this $4,000,000, | 
out of which is to be deducted the cost of the | 


ground, will be consumed in giving such 
accommodations as comport with the character 
and importance of that great commercial 
emporium. 


I am therefore in favor of the bill which has | 


been reported from the Committee on Appro- 


priations, because I believe it to be just, be- | 


cause I believe it to be economical. 
my friend will permit me to go further, | will 
ay that I do it because I believe that a liberal 
policy displayed on the part of this House 
toward that stricken community will have the 
effect of emboldening them to go on in their 
euterprises and to reconstruct their ruined city 

as to make it in the future what it was, and 
even greater than it was, in the past. I ask 
whether any gentleman in this House can 


deprive himself of that natural sympathy which, | 


itseems to me, all must feel in looking at the 


And if | 


desolation which has been brought upon that | 


people (our brethren, our fellow-citizens) by 
the calamity which has recently befallen them ? 

[ am, therefore, Mr. Speaker, in favor of 
making this appropriation. Iam for making 


it to the full amount reported by the Commit- | 


tee on Appropriations. 1 believe such an ap- 
propriation to be economical; I believe it to 
be wise and just ; I believe it to be due to ihe 
great commercial emporium of the West. I 
call upon my friends on this side of the House 
to divest themselves of party feeling in deal- 
ing with a great question of this sort. 
that they will unite in putting that community 


L trust | 


upon its feet, and restoring it to its ancient | 


prosperity—a prosperity which not only affect- 
ed its own immediate community and the peo- 
ple by whom it was immediately surrounded, 
but which affected measurably the whole 


Union, as I know it did to a great extent the | 


community which I am here in part to repre- 
sent, 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that no niggardly policy 
will be pursued on this subject. I can only 


lie buildings. Every member on either side 
of the House must favor a proper appropri- 
| ation ; the question is simply as to the suitable 
|amount. 1 believe it will be economy in the 
end to vote what is asked in this bill. 

Mr. SWANN. I did not make any charge 
at all against this side of the House. I do 
not believe that Democrats differ as to what 
| is proper to be done. 

fr, RANDALL. Then against whom did 
the gentleman make the charge? 

Mr. SWANN. I was simply justifying my- 
self in the vote 1 propose to give; and I say 
there is not a community throughout the 
length and breadth of this extended country 
that would not, in view of the great calamity 
which has befallen the people of Chicago, 
rejoice in such action on the part of Congress 
as shall givethem increased spirit, which shall 
invigorate them, which shall nerve their arms 
to go forward once more and put themselves 
again upon that proud footing which they 
have heretofore occupied as a commercial 
community. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, an effort 
has been made to put me and those who act 
with me in a false position before the House. 


erecting public buildings in Chicago ; the only 


issue is as to the amount necessary. | prefer, as | 


one, to be upon the side of economy, and upon 


|| voted by this House. 


No issue has been made as to the propriety of | 


the side of safety in putting proper guards | 
upon this appropriation, whatever may be the | 


amount. Il have said that our experience of 


the corruptions which have attended the erec- | 


tion of buildings of this kind should teach us 


that it is our duty to provide these safeguards | 
and to limit the aggregate of appropriations || 


for this purpose. 
ruptions which have been shown by the report 


of the gentleman from Llinois [Mr. Farns- 


WORTH | as to the Boston post office, where the | 


contract (in violation of law, as I understand) 


1 am surprised that the cor- | 


was not given to the lowest bidder, and the | 
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Pennsylvania will yield to me for a moment. 
Is not this a question of precedent rather than 
anything else, so far as the erection of public 
buildings is concerned in the. great cities of 
the couutry? It is a well-known fact that 


| every large city in the country is applying to 


Congress for the erection of public buildings. 
This will be a precedent which will be applied 
to all other appropriations. 1 therefore sub- 
iit that an appropriation of $3,000,000 for the 


| erection of these public buildings in Chicago, 


other corruptions, manifest and known to us | 


all, in the construction of the New York post 

office, should find an apologist on this floor. 
The gentleman from Massachuseits [ Mr. 

Dawes] speaks of my ‘‘new-born zeal.” I 


ask him to name, if he can do so, asingle occa- | 


sion, during the time | have occupied a seat 


gant appropriation, if it was in my power to | 
secure its reduction to what I deemed a poper, | 


perhapsa ‘‘niggardly’’ amount. Sir, we have 
recently seen in the doings of the Congress of 
the United States—we saw only yesterday in 
the cotrdinate branch of the legislative depart- 
ment of the Government—a disposition mani- 
fested not to ferret out these corruptious—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must call the 
gentleman to order. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
transgressed the rules. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order fora 
member to refer in debate to the proceedings 
of the codrdinate legislative body. 

Mr. RANDALL. Well, I will say that we 
do not see in this House such a disposition to 
ferret out the corruptions of your Administra- 
tion as you proclaimed on the hustings would 


1 beg pardon if I have 


| be exhibited. Where can there be found among 


say for myself, that, even if [ shall be disap- | 


pointed in my expectations of favorable action 
on this proposition from my friends on this 
side of the House, I consider that there is a 
higher duty than party which should influence 
my judgment upon a great question like this. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I trust that the gentleman 
will not intimate that any party lines are to be 
drawn on this question. It is impossible that 
any party considerations should affect it. The 
question is simply as to the amount which shall 


you a man with the integrity and courage of 
Charles O’Conor aud Samuel J. Tilden, who 
routed out the wrong-doers in the city of New 
York, even at the hazard of the defeat of their 
own party? When you can present such a 
man, you will find this side of the House will 
join you, and give you the power, by its entire 
vote, to expose entirely these frauds and cor- 
ruptions to which I have alluded, and will turn 
out of office the men who have perpetrated 
them, which I am bound to say the present 
| Executive has not done. So much for the 
| gentleman from Massachusetts. 

| Mr. HOLMAN. Ihope the gentleman from 


on the ground of necessity, is not only ample, 
but, in view of establishing a proper precedent 
for future appropriations, is all that should be 
I trust that no member 


| on either side of this House will consent that 


this question shall be treated as one where our 
feelings are alone to be considered. It is not 
a question whether we shall be liberal or not, 
and it is unjust to refer to the question in any 
such aspect. It is a matter of public import- 


|| ance that in settling this precedent we should 
\| 
i 
| 


settle it upon grounds of policy and necessity. 

Mr. RANDALL. A word now iv reply to 
the gentleman from Maryland, | Mr. Swany. ] 
So far as | know, he is the only member who 
has approached the subject in any political 
way whatever. 

Mr. MORGAN. The gentleman forgets his 
colleague, [Mr. Keuuey. 

Mr. RANDALL. Oh, what he said wentin 
one ear and out of the other. [Laughter.] | 
did not pay much attention to it. This is a 
question whether we will be economical in the 
expenditure of the Government, or whether 
we wili not. 

| Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, took the floor. 

Mr. VOORHEKSS rose. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will yield 
half of my five minutes to the gentleman from 


| Indiana. 


| for this appropriation. 


| ashes. 


| L represent, without respect to party. 
here, when my vote was given for au extrava- || 


Mr. VOORHEES. I do not care whether 
I] speak now or after the gentleman from Ohio 
has finished. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Go on now. 
Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. Speaker, | rise for 
the simple purpose of saying that, however 
much I may regret to part with friends on this 
side of the House, I expect to cast my vote 
cs doing so | am satis 
fied I represent the wishes of the people whom 
There 
can be no party in a measure like this. | 
speak for nobody’s constituents but my own. 
We live within one hundred and fifty miles of 
Chicago, and at that distance we almost felt 
the heat of the flames which burned it to 
It is one of the great cities which the 
West takes special pride in. Her growth has 


| been unparalleled in the history of this or any 


other country in the world. I am satisfied the 


| resources surrounding her, her privileges of 
|| navigation, and the mighty country which is 
| tributary to her, all proclaim her speedy resur 


| ; 
rection 


from her present fallen condition. 
Aside from considerations, however, of this 
kind, I am satisfied the people of this country 
will receive the worth of this outlay of money. 
An amount of this kind put into public buiid- 
ings, under judicious management, will erecta 
monument that will last long after we are all 
gone, and after our memories are forgotten. 
It will stand as a monuwent of the justice and 
liberality of the Government, as long as the 


' recollections of the awful fire itself remain. 


There is a permanence about an appropriation 
of this kind which is pleasant for me to con 
template. It will be an honor to the Govern- 
ment which makes it, as well as a benefit to the 
city in which it is expended. 

1 desire to be on the side of a just and wise 
economy. If ever] have given a vote in favor 
of a profligate expenditure of the public money, 
[am not aware of it. I shall, however, not 
only vote for this appropriation, but I expect 


| also to vote for an appropriation, within proper 
‘| limits, for a suitable building for similar pur- 








poses in the city of St. Louis. I was in that 
great city this fall for a week engaged in the 
trial of an important case in the United States 
cireuit court, and there is not @ court-room in 
the most interior county represented on this 
floor not superior to the room in 
which that distinguished court was held. 

Let us act with decent liberality upon these 
subject Let us have our Government buiid- 
accommodate the wants of 


whit h is 


nips 
of the country. I have not only no hesita- 
tion in casting this vote, but I give it with 
it may be a liberal appropriation 
lor purpose. If it is, the occasion calls 
for it. In my opinion, the people of the entire 
country, certainly the people of the Northwest, 
the more immediate witnesses of 
great calamity, will stand by their 
Representatives in the votes they cast for this 


pleasure. 


the 


who were 


Chicago 


Ineasure 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I yield now 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
SANKS. | 


Mr. BANKS. The conflagration of Chicago, 
Mr. Speaker, presents a new order of calami- 
tie It is something that the world has not 
een before; for though there have been great 
there has not been in our time 
a city in a moment swept out of existence as 


conflagrations, 


Chicago waa. 


‘ 


io) 


‘The same thing may happen 
New York, Philadelphia, St. Louis, or to 
auy other city in this country or in Kurope. 

Now, in presence of such a calamity as this, 
unparalleled in the past and without precedent 
in any part of the world, although I know that 
large conflagrations have taken place before. 
it is the duty, the absolute and positive duty 
of the Government, to the first to step 
in to assist in repairing that disaster, not in 
the way of charity, not in the way of sym 
pathy, but in the way of reéstablishing its own 
power. The Government itself was one of 
the sufferers; and, as it has the means, it 
ought to be the first to aid in repairing its joss, 
and thus give the people of Chicago effectual 
assistance in recovering from their own losses 
and reéstablishing their prosperity. 

lhe building which it is proposed to restore 
is the people’s building. It isthe building of 
the people, for their use, and they wish to have 
the very best buildings for their use that can 
be constructed in Chicago and everywhere else. 
Itis impossible for the gentlemen on the other 
side of the House, or tor gentlemen on this 
side, to defeat liberal appropriations for the | 
construction of the buildings erected by the 
people tor the use of the people. ‘They want 
the very best buildings that can be constructed, 
and they will have them better and better in 
proportion as we improve in taste and capacity 
toconstruct asefauland elegant buildings. This 
is something in which they have just pride. 
Every American who visits a foreign country 
is glad to see that the public buildings of his 
own country surpass in elegance and utility, 
and in all other respects, those he sees in 
foreign countries. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I say it is not only a 
duty for the Government to make an imme- 
diate liberal expenditure in Chicago, but it 
would be a crime not to do it. It has the 
means for it, and there is no reason why it 
should not do it. In this matter it should tol- 
low the example of the people in all the States 
of the Union, who put just as much money 
in the construction of their public buildings— 
the buildings of the people, which are for the 
use of the people—as good taste and utility 
require. They are, in truth, the monuments 
of our time. We should guard against cor- 
ruption and fraud, of course, in this asin other 
things. 

I do not think that the appropriation asked | 
for by the Committee on Appropriations is at | 
all extravagant, considering the purpose for 
which it is designed. 
is to begin the reconstruction of the city of 


be 


Chicago, one of the cities in which the people || for the growth of the giant, and we shall have | 


the business | 


of this country have the most pride, it ought 
to be instantly and unanimously agreed to. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 1 desire only to 
refer to a point which has been made by some 
gentlemen in the course of this debate. Ifthe 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ranpa.y] 
shall secure the assent of the House to his pro 
posed amerdment, he will produce two results. 


First. he will compel the Government to go a | 


roaming through Chicago and its suburbs to 
buy a square of ground on which to erect this 
building; of course, if they go out on the open 
prairie, they can find a lot as cheap as it will 
be worthless. 

In «a maritime city like Chicago the area 


within which so important a structure as this | 


ought to be located for the convenience of the 
Government and the public is not a large one. 
In this case, | believe, it is agreed on all hands 
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done a work for alltime. I now ask that 
debate be closed on this amendment. 

Mr. COX. I hope the gentleman wil] a] 
me to say a word. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will yield ;, 
the gentleman whatever time I have left, 

Mr. COX. It was said by the gentlema, 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Banks] that thi. 
calamity in Chicago had searcely ever }yeo, 
equaled upon our star. It was in fact oy. 
of the three great conflagrations of histor, 
In the great burning of Rome, where only foy, 
out of the fourteen quarters of the city wer. 
saved, where there was great destitution, « 
great that even Nero became humane and th» 
Government gave aid and all Italy gave ev, 


al) 


low 


| tributions, we find the first precedent for oy, 


that the Government building lately destroyed || 
| was in the best location that could be chosen. 
| There are other reasons why that very square 


should be chosen for the proposed building. 
The United States already own a part of it; 


and it is due to the people whose property was | 
| burned near it that this building should be 


built where it was before, and thus restore the 


local value which its presence gave to their | 


property. 
in the bill, a few owners might demand an 
unreasonable price, and thus embarrass the 
Government. It has therefore been thought 
best to add a range of choice of two squares 
on a side from the old site, which will give a 
competition of sixteen squares of the burnt 
district for the site of this building. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. = ‘Twenty-four. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Sixteen cer- 
tainly; and if opposite corners are counted, 
twenty-four. That competition will be sufli- 
cient to enable the United States to get the 
property at a reasonable rate. If the gentle- 
man’s view prevails, we go hunting all over 


| Chieago to find the cheapest and, of course, 


the poorest place. I[ hope it will not prevail. 
He also proposes to cut down the $4,000,000 
proposed by the committee to $2,000,000. If 
that amendment prevails, this will be the result: 


| for this appropriation. 


| when the Government shall have purchased a | 


site that is fit for the building, the balance of 
of the appropriation will not erect a building 
worthy ofthe Government or worthy of Chicago. 

With all respect to the gentleman from 


Pennsylvania, he will allow me to say that his | 
view appears to me far too provincial and | 


narrow for the great occasion which requires 
action at our hands. It reminds me of a stat- 
ute passed about the middle of the seventeenth 


century, inthe province of Massachusetts Bay, | 
from | 


for the establishment of a ‘thie -waie’’ 
the town of Salem westward twelve miles to a 
little conical hill with three oaks on the top of 
it. 
provision: ‘which is probably as far to the 
west as a road will ever be needed.”’ 
{ Laughter. } 
be willing to legislate in that spirit. 
were legislating for a snug little city which 
had attained its growth, $2,000,000 would be 


|} abundant; but | remind the gentleman from 


And, inasmuch as it || 


Pennsylvania that we are legislating for the 
wants and convenience of the United States 
in a city whose history finds no parallel on 
this planet. 

I know a man who is yet in a green old age, 
who told me not long ago that his own son, 
after graduating from college, went to what is 
now the site of Chicago, and with his own 
hands helped to raise the third framed house 
that was erected in that city. 
man who helped to build the third house in Chi- 
cago is still alive, and that city is growing with 
a growth never before known on thisearth. If 


we erect there a building only just adequate to | 


the present wants of Chicago, in a few years 
this giant will have outgrown its garments. Let 
us, therefore, calculate largely and adequately 


The statute closed with this remarkable | 


Now, I take it, we would hardly | 


If we | 


The father of a | 





But if that square alone is named || 


action here, even from pagan days. In the gre,; 


|| conflagration of 1666 in London, where there 


were fourteen thousand houses consumed an) 
four hundred streets burned up, the charity 
which lifted London again more superb than 
ever was not simply the charity of the people; j; 
was the charity of the Government to aid them, 
and London grew again. So with respect to 
Chicago. In the line of our duty here on y 
question where there is no constitutionality 
involved; on aquestion where economy shou|(! 
not be considered, | am proud to give my vote 
i am more especially 


| glad to do it, because there are seventy thou- 


| sand people made houseless and destitute by 


this fire, and our appropriation wiil enable 
those men to have employment during the 


| next year, and in that way, perfectly legiti- 


mate, we will be doing great good, and at the 
same time subserving the credit and dignity 
of the Government. I thank the gentleman 
from Ohio for his courtesy. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I now ask that 
debate be closed on the amendment. 

There being no objection, all debate was 
then closed upon the pending amendment. 

The question was upon the amendment of 
Mr. Hoiman, to the amendment reported from 
the Committee on Appropriations, to reduce 
the aggregate sum to $3,000,000 ; and being 
taken, it was not agreed to, upon a division— 
ayes 39, noes 142. 

The question then recurred uponthe amend 
ment reported from the Committee on Appro 
priations, to reduce the total amount from 
$5,000,000 to $4,000,000; and being taken, 11 
was agreed to. 

The next question was upon the amend 
ment reported from the Committee on Appro 
priations, to insert after the word ‘ [llinois”’ 
the words ‘‘shall cede its jurisdiction over 
said site, and.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next question was upon the amendment 
moved by Mr. RanpAtt, to strike out the words 
‘*not more than two squares distant from the 
square.”’ 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to further amend 
the bill by adding to the last section the fol: 
lowing : 

Provided, That the cost of the additional land for 
the site of such building shall not exceed $500,000. 

The amendment was not agreed to, upon 4 
division—ayes thirty-nine, noes not counted. 

‘The bill, as amended, was then ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time ; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recou 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

BOUNDARY COMMISSION. 

Mr. MORGAN, by unanimous consent, re 
ported from the Commiitee on Foreign Affairs 
a joint resolution (H. R. No. 57) recommend: 
ing the appointment of a commission to survey 
and mark on the ground the boundary betwee! 


Sask ah ae 


Sains lec 








r 15, 


that all 
il allow 


yield to 
tt. 
Ntlemap 
lat thi 
er been 
act One 
histor 
nly four 
ity Were 
tion, so 
and the 
Ve CON 
for our 
he great 
re there 
1ed and 
charity 
rb than 
‘Oople; iy 
d them, 
spect to 
re ona 
ionality 
r should 
MY vote 
pecially 
Ly thou. 
tute by 
enable 
ng the 
legiti- 
| at the 
dignity 
itleman 


isk that 


ite 

ent. 
rent of 
ed from 
reduc 2 
| being 
‘ision— 


was 


amend 
Appro 
it from 
iken, it 


amend 
Appro 
linois”’ 
yn over 


ndment 
p words 


om the 


amend 
he fol: 


land for 
0,000, 

upon 4 
yunted. 
ored to 
d b ing 
e third 


recou 
vassed ; 
onsider 


ant, re- 
Affairs 
ymend- 
survey 
etweell 


1871. 





the territory of the United States and the | 


British possessions, fromthe Lake ofthe Woods 
to the Rocky mountains; which was read a 


first and second time, referred to the Commit | 


tee of the Whole, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF STATISTICS. 
Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee on 


Printing, reported the following resolution; | 


which was read, considered, and adopted : 


Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Sen- 

ate concurring,) That five thousand extra copies of 
the report of the Bureau of Statistics on the subject 
of emigration, with the accompanying papers, be 
yrinted, two thousand copies for the use of the 
{ouse, one thousand copies for the use of the Sen- 
ate, one thousand copies bound in paper covers for 
the use of the Treasury Department, and one thou- 
sand copies for distribution in Europe by the Treas- 
ury Department. 


Mr. PENDLETON moved to reconsider the | 


yote by which the resolution was adopted ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. BANKS. 


into Committee of the Whole for the purpose 


of considering the appropriation bills reported | 
the other day from the Committee on Foreign | 


Affairs. 

Mr. POLAND. I 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
upon the Private Calendar. 

Mr. BANKS. I hope not. 

The SPEAKER. 
motion of the gentleman from Vermont [ Mr. 
PoLanD] will take precedence of the motion 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
BANKS. | 


Mr. MAYNARD. 


endar, it appears to me that we had better 
consider the appropriation bills reported from 


‘the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as there is 


a special reason for their immediate consider- 
ation. 

Mr. POLAND. I believe there is but one 
bill on the Private Calendar, and that can soon 
be disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. The question will first 
be taken upon going into Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar. 


‘The question being taken, the motion was | 


agreed to—ayes sixty-eight, noes not counted. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into | 
‘| on the 


Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Suanks in the 


chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of || CO"! 
|| William 


the Private Calendar. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is but one bill 
on the Private Calendar, which the Clerk will 
proceed to report to the committee. 


CLAIM OF WILLIAM P. PRESTON. 
The Clerk proceeded to read the bill (H. R. 


No. 284) to pay William P. Preston the sum | 
i It provides for paying to | 


therein mentioned. 
him the sum of $1,487 93 for his expenses in 


contesting the seat of J. W. Harris, of Mary- | 


Jand, in the Thirty-Sixth Congress. 

Mr. MAYNARD. If there ig a report in 
this case, i would iike to hear it. 

Mr. POLAND. This bill was reported 


unanimously by the Committee of Elections | 


at the first session ofthis Congress; andasI was 
then a member of that committee and reported 
the bill, IL have been requested by the chair- 
man of the committee to state in substance 
the facts upon which the bill is based. 

Mr. Preston, in whose favor this bill is 


drawn, was a contestant for a seat in the | 


Thirty-Sixth Congress. His case was heard 
by the Committee of Elections along with a 
large number of similar cases in that Con- 
gress, and the committee reported the follow- 
ing resolution : 


“ Resolved, That such expensea as fhe Committee 


on Accounts of the House shall find to have been | 


I now move that the rules be | 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself | 


move that the House | 


If we are to go into || 


Committee of the Whole, unless there is some || 8° than any of the others that were acted upon 


special reason for cousidering the Private Cal- | 


This being Friday, the |, 
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actually and necessarily incurred in the prosecution 


or defense of the several election cases from the 
States of Michigan, Kentucky, Missouri, New York, 
Maryland, and the Territory of Nebraska during 
the present Congress, shall be allowed and paid out 


| of the miscellaneous items appropriation for con- 


tingent expenditures of the House.” 


That resolution, which was reported by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, | Mr. Dawes, ] 
was adopted, and the motion to reconsider was 
laid on the table. About that time Mr. Pres- 
ton received a very severe injury, which dis- 


abled him for a long period from attending to | 


business; so that his claim for his expenses 
was not presented to the Committee on Ac- 
counts at that session of Congress. It was not 
presented to the committee until the Fortieth 
Congress. A petition from him setting forth 
the facts [ have stated was then presented by 
him, and was referred to the Committee on 
Accounts, which reported in favor of allowing 
him the sum now named in this bill, $1,437. 
The committee arrived at this result by making 
an average of the amounts allowed to various 
contestants from the several States named in 


the resolution, some of them receiving larger || articles one to nine, inclusive, of the treaty 


| between the United States and Great Britain, 


amounts than this and some smaller. 

After the Committee on Accounts had re- 
ported to the House, the subject was referred 
by a vote of the House to the Committee of 
Claims. That committee examined the ques- 


tion, and agreed to report in favor of allowing | 


the sum of $2,400. That proposition when 


brought into the House was referred at the | 


first session of this Congress to the Committee 
of Elections. That committee not having any 
data before them—having no means of exam- 
ining the claim except by going back and re- 
ferring to the documents that had been before 


| the Committee of Electionsin the first instance, 
| found by such examination that it was a very 


voluminous contested-election case, much more 


by the Committee of Elections in that Con- 
gress. We decided to adopt the rule that had 
been adopted by the Committee on Accounts 
when this matter was betore them, and re 
ported in favor of allowing the sum of $1,487, 
which is an average of the amounts allowed to 
the contestants named in the resolution passed 


| by this House in the Thirty-Sixth Congress. 


Mr. ARCHER. I move that the commit- 
tee rise and report the bill to the House, with 
a recommendation that it pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. SHANKS 
reported that the Committee of the Whole 
Private Calendar, having had under 
consideration the bill (H. R. No. 284) to pay 
P. Preston the sum therein men- 
tioned, had directed it to be reported back 


| with a recommendation that it pass. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Mr. Chairman, in con- 
sidering claims against the Government (and 
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So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for 


| a third reading; and being engroased, it was 


accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. POLAND moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 


that the motion to reeonsider be laid on the 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
TREATY OF WASHINGTON. 

Mr. BANKS. I move the rules be sus- 
pended and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, for the purpose of considering the ap- 
propriation bills reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs in execution of the treaty 


| of Washington. 


The motion was agreed to; and the House 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, ( Mr. 
WHEELER in the chair. ) 

The CHAIRMAN. The first question be- 
fore the committee is a bill making appropria- 
tions for expenses that may be incurred under 


concluded at Washington May &, 1871, which 
will be read for amendment 

he bill was read. ‘The first section provides 
that the sum of $250,000 is hereby appro 
priated, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to enable the Presi- 
dent to fulfill the stipulations contained in the 
first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, 


| eighth, and ninth articles of the treaty between 


this is in the nature of a claim) we have since | 


the war uniformly inquired into the status of 
the claimant during the war. Is the gentle- 
man from Vermont prepared to tell us whether 


| this claimant was loyal to the Government 


during the war? 

Mr. POLAND. I know nothing in relation 
to this gentleman personally. I presume that 
some ot the gentlemen who represent the State 
of Maryland can answer the inquiry. 

Mr. ARCHER. LIecananswerit. Mr. Pres- 


ton resides in my district; and | can state that 


| all through the war he was peaceable and well 


disposed toward the Government. 

On ordering the bill to be engrossed for a 
third reading, there were—ayes 68, noes 24; 
no quorum voting. 


TheSPEAKER. Isa further count insisted 


| upon? 


i 


Mr. SNAPP. Yes, sir: I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Svarp and 
Mr. PoLanp were appointed. 

he House divided ; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes one hundred and twelve, noes not 
counted. 


the United States and Great Britain, signed on 
the 8th day of May, 1871, in relation to the tri 
bunal of arbitration at Geneva. The second 
section provides that the sum hereby appro- 
priated, or so much thereof as may be neces- 
sary, shall be expended under the direction 
of the Secretary of State, with the approval of 
the President of the United States. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Chairman, several gen 
tlemen of the House have expressed a desire 
to debate the general question of the treaty of 
Washington on some other of its provisions. 
This is a bill providing an appropriation for 
the commission now in session at Geneva, in 
Switzerland. The subject referred to that 
commission or tribunal of arbitration is the 
ineasure of damages this country has a right 
to claim on account of acts committed by the 
several vessels which have given rise to what 
are generally known as ‘‘ the Alabama claims.”’ 
The Committee on Foreign Affairs desires to 
give to the Honse the fullest opportunity to 
discuss the merits of the treaty on other pro 
visions than those for which this appropriation 
is intended if it be desired. But inasmuch as 
this is for the appropriation of money to en 
able the officers of the Government already 
appointed on this tribunal of arbitration to 
perform their duty, it is to be hoped the time 
of the House will not be consumed in disenss- 
ing the merits of the treaty at this time, but 
that members will wait until the bill covering 
the other provisions is presented. It is not 
proposed, [ understand, nor do the members 
of the committee propose to enter into any 
such discussion on this bill. 

The tribunal of arbitration consists of five 
members. It is in session already at Geneva, 
as we are informed by the public prints. It 
consists of one member named by the Presi 
dent of the United States, who has appointed 
Charles Francis Adams; one by her Britannic 
Majesty, Right Honorable Sir Alexander Cock 
burn, baronet; one by the king of Italy, Sen 
ator Count Sclopis; one by the president of 
the Swiss Confederation, Mr. Jacob Staempfle, 
and one by the emperor of Brazil, Baron de 
ltajuba. Mr. J. C. Bancroft Davis has been 
appointed the agent of the United States, and 
Lord lenterden by Great Britain. Caleb Cush- 
ing, of Massachusetts, William M. Evarts, of 
New York, and Morrison R. Waite, of Obio, 

| have been appointed counsel for the United 


i| States, and Sir Roundell Palmer, counsel for 
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Great Britain. The majority of arbitrators 
are to decide all questions, their decision to be 
final. The case of this Government is to be 
presented on the 17th of this month, six months 
from the day when the ratifications of the trealy 
exchanged. rhe counter case, or an- 
swer of the United States and England, is to 
ented within four months of that time. 
Any documents cited must be produced in full, 
f desired. Arguments in counter cases ere 
to be delivered within two months. Decisions 
are to be made, if possible, within three months 
of the close of the argument, so that we may 
expect the final decisions of this tribunal within 
a year or fifteen months of the ratification of 
the treaty 

Che Secretary of State estimates the expenses 
of the commission at about two hundred and 
ufty thousand dollars. All expenses of the 
commission, including contingent expenses, 
are to be paid out of the awards, the deduction 
not to exceed five per cent. The expenses of the 
commission, therefore, it will be perceived, 
will ultimately be reimbursed by the awards to 
be returned by this tribunal. IL believe every 
tribunal of arbitration, so far as | know, has 
always had sagacity enough to report sufiicient 
awards to pay its own expenses. And inas- 
this tribunal of arbitration is com- 
posed of men of high character, and the coun- 
sel who represent the interests of the two Gov 
ernments are men of great experience in the 
legal profession and of great capacity other- 
wise, there is searcely a possible doubt that 
there will be sufficient awards agreed upon to 
reimburse the expenses of the commission, at 
ail events, whatever else may happen. 

[fam not able to state in detail the general 
subjects of expenditure to which the appropri 
ation will be applied if it shall be granted. I 
may say, however, that the Secretary of State 
gave the details to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs at a meeting, a very full meeting of the 
committee, only one member being absent, 
and | believe it was entirely satisfactory to the 
members of the committee. 

The general purposes of this appropriation 
are as tollows: for the payment of the arbitra- 
ior, the agent, and the counsel appointed by 
this Government, one half of the expenses that 
inay be incurred in the labors of the arbitra- 
tion; for associate counsel, for procuring evi- 
dence additional to that already obtained by 
the Gevernment, for clerical labor and for 
messengers, and for the contingent expenses 
of the tribunal. This, it is estimated, will re 
quire about two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. This is the only subject embraced in 
ihe bill, and, inasmuch as we cannot, by any 
possibility, give direction how this money shall 
be expended in detail, the second section of the 
bill authorizes the expenditure of the amount 
of the appropriation under the general direc- 
tion of the Secretary of State. 

I believe that this is all that is necessary to 
be said to justify the appropriation of the money 
that is asked for this purpose until the dis- 
cussion of the general merits of the treaty 
shall be entered upon; and, unless some fur- 
ther information is desired, I shall now move 
that the bill be laid aside temporarily, to be 
afterward reported to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion is in 
order, there being another billwhich has been 
referred to the committee. 

The question being taken on the motion of 
Mr. Banks, it was agreed to. 

Mr. BANKS. The next bill is to make an 
appropriation in connection with that part of 
the treaty which refers to the American and 
British claims commission. I move that the 
committee take up for consideration that bill, 

The motion was agreed to; and the com- 
mittee proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 
No, 489) making appropriations for expenses 
incurred under articles twelve to seventeen, 
inclusive, of the treaty between the United | 
States and Great Britain, concluded at Wash- | 
ington, May 8, 1871. 


were 


he pre 


much as 
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The bill was read. It proposes in the first | 
section to appropriate the sum of $62,225 out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to enable the President to fulfill 
the stipulations of the twelfth, thirteenth, four- 


| teenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth 


' inclusive, of the treaty. 


articles of the treaty between the United States 
and Great Britain, signed on the 8th day of 
May, 1871, in relation to the United States and 
British claims commission. The second sec- 
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tion provides that the sum hereby appropri: || 


ated, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
shall be expended under the direction of the 
Secretary of State, with the approval of the 
President. 

Mr. BANKS. The appropriation called 
for by this bill amounts to $62,225. The 
United States and British claims commission 
is acting under articles twelve to seventeen, 
This commission has 
under consideration all the claims presented 
by American or British subjects under these 
several articles, and all claims existing against 


| either Government, except those to which 


reference has been made in articles one to 


| eleven of the treaty, inclusive, which will be 


covered by the other appropriation which has 
just been passed upon by the committee, 

Che claims commission is composed as fol- 
lows: The arbitrator is Count Corti, the 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoten- 
tiary of Italy; the United States commis- 
“e oe 
sioner is Judge James S. Fraser, the United 


| States agent is Judge Robert S. Hale, the 


| ard, and the secretary to the commission is 
| Mr. T. C. Cox. 


| expenses of the officers appointed under the 


| States and Great Britain, concluded at Wash- 


i} engrossed and read a third time ; 


British commissioner is Right Hon. Russell 
Gurney, the British agent is Mr. Henry How- | 


The commission has been in | 
session since the 24th of September last, and 

is still at work. So far, all the labors of the 

commission have been without any pay what- | 
ever. About twenty-five thousand dollars has 
been expended from the contingent fund at 
the State Department for the payment of some 


other articles relative to the Geneva tribunal. 
But I believe no money whatever has been 
paid to the American or British claims com- 
mission which has been in session since the 
24th of September. This commission is to | 
expire at the end of two years. Its report is 
to be final upon all subjects referred to it, and 
the appropriation that is asked by the Com- | 
mittee on Foreign Affairs is for the payment | 
of their current expenses for the year 1871-72. 
It is of the same character as the appropria- 
tion that has already been ordered by the com- | 
mittee. It is to be refunded from the awards 
of the commission itself. All the expenses of 
every character whatever that are incurred by 
the United States will be reimbursed to the | 
Treasury of the United States from the awards | 
that may be reported and agreed on by this | 
commission, so that this is substantially an | 
| 


advance only. 

If no further information is desired, | move 
that the committee rise and report the bills to 
the House. 

The motion was agreed to, 

So the committee accordingly rose; and 
the Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. 
WHEELER reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had had 
under consideration the state of the Uniou 
generally, and particularly the bill (H. R. No. 
487) making appropriations for expenses that 
may be incurred under articles one to nine, 
inclusive, of the treaty between the United 


ington, May 8, 1871; and the bill (H. R. 
No. 489) making appropriations for expenses 
incurred under articles twelve to seventeen, 
inclusive, of the treaty between the United 
States and Great Britain, concluded at Wash- 
ington, May 8, 1871; and had directed him to 
report the same tothe House, with the recom- 
mendation that they do pass. 

The bills were severally ordered to be 
and being | 


See 
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engrossed, they were accordingly read th. 
third time, and passed. ; 
Mr. BANKS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bills were severally passed; ang 
also moved that the motion to reconsider bg 
laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I move that when the 
House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet op 
Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved to reconsider the voi, 
by which the motion was agreed to; and algo 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


POST OFFICE DEFICIENCIES. 
Mr. PALMER, from the Committee on Ap 


| propriations, reported a bill (H. R. No. 625) 








to supply a deficiency in the appropriations fo, 
the salaries and contingent expenses of the 
Post Office Department for the current fisca| 
year; which was read a first and second time, 

Mr. PALMER. I ask that the bill may be 
considered in the House as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

No objection was made. 

The bill was read. It appropriates the fol- 
lowing sums to supply a deficiency caused by 
the defalcation of F. A: McCartney, late dis. 
bursing clerk, in the appropriations for th 
service of the Post Office Department for the 
present fiscal year: for salaries, $11,483 22; 
for contingent expenses, $12,268 26. 

Mr. DAWES. I willask the gentleman from 
Iowa whether Mr. McCartney did not give 
bonds ? 

Mr. PALMER. 
$10,000. 

Mr. DAWES. Have his sureties been called 
upon to make good the deficiency ? 

Mr. PALMER. Proceedings have been com 
menced to recover the amount of the bond, and, 
also to recover from his property. The man 
himself is dead, but he left some property, an‘ 
proceedings have been commenced for the 
purpose of getting, if possible, the money from 
his estate. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time ; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. PALMER moved to reconsider the vot 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on thie 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


And then, on motion of Mr. HOLMAN, (at 
two o’clock and fifty-five minutes p. m.) the 
House adjourned until Monday. 


He did, to the amount of 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were preseuted 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
Jesse Murdockand 26 others, citizens of War 
ham, Massachusetts, praying for the repeal ot 
the tax on savings banks. 

By Mr. COBURN: The petition of Hon. 
John Edwards, of Arkansas, asking leave to 
amend his answer and fer time to take 
testimony. 

By Mr. LYNCH: The petition of S. L. 
Goodall, of Saco, Maine, asking a repeal o! 
the tax on savings banks 

Also, the petition of Caroline Dammon, o! 
Poland, Maine, for arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Mary Bragden and 
Eliza Bragden, of Poland, Maine, for remvva' 
of limitations in the act granting pensions to 
dependent parents. 

By Mr. McCRARY: The petition of L. L 
O'Connor, late first lieutenant third United 
States cavalry, praying to be restored to his 
late rank or placed upon the retired list. 
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By Mr. MeHENRY: The memorial of La- 
cretia B. Galloway, praying for @ pension. 

By Mr. McNEELY: The petition of Mrs. 
Sallie T. Burton, widow of Garrison Burton, 
deceased, praying the passage of a special act 
granting ber @ pension on account of her hus- 
band’s services in the war of 1812. — 

By Mr. MERCUR: A copy of the pre- 
amble and resolutions adopted by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian chureh in the 
United States of America, held at Chicago, 
May 18, 1871, together with a petition signed 
py Stephen Torrey, Edward H. Camp, James 
Macfarlane, and 70 others, citizens of Penti- 
sylvania, praying for the publication of a fair 
and adequate edition of Senate Executive Docu- 
ment No. 87 of the Ferty-First Congress. 

By Mr. E. H. ROBERTS: The petition of 
Walter B. Pierce and Mooney & Howe, for 
abolition of duty on licorice. 

By Mr. SHANKS: The memorial of Louis 
Goldstone, relative tothe Alaskaseal fisheries. 

By Mr. SLATER: The memorial of John 
H. Stevens, E. S. McComas, Daniel Chaplain, 
E. C. Brainard, and 130 others, citizens of 
Union county, Oregon, praying Congress for 
aid in the construction of a railroad from Port- 
land, Oregon, to Salt Lake, by a grant of land 
to the Portland, Dalles, and Salt Lake Railroad 
Company. 

Also, the memorial of Nathaniel Gates, E. 
B. Comfort and 150 others, of Dalles City, 
praying Congress for aid in the construction 
of arailroad from Portland, Oregon, to Salt 
Lake, bya grant of land to the Portland, Dalles, 
and Salt Lake Railroad Company. 


By Mr. SLOCUM: A petition of merchants | 


of New York and Boston, for reduction of 
the duty on rice. 
By Mr. SPEER, of Georgia: The petition 


of T. Hardeman, jr., praying for the removal || 


of his political disabilities. 


By Mr. SWANN: The memorial of Edward | 
Turner, of Baltimore, Maryland, in relation to | 


a floating screw and portable dry-dock. 

Also, the petition of James McConky, Rick- 
etts & Co., and several others, owners of steam- 
boats and other vessels, in the city of Balti- 
more, protesting against the passage of an act 
renewing the tax of two cents per ton on ves- 
sels arriving at that port. 

\lso, a similar petition signed by D. H. 
Morgan and others. 

Also, a similar petition signed by D. C. Me- 
Intosh and others. 

By Mr. TWICHELL: The petition of 
Charles K. Darling and 27 others, stationers, 
against the present mode of furnishing envel- 
opes. 

By Mr. WILLARD: The petition of Davis 
Tucker and others, of Bristol, Vermont, ask- 
ing for back pension. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 18, 1871. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
man, D. D. 

The Journal of the proceedings of Thursday 
last was read and approved. 

Hon. Garrett Davis, from the State of 
Kentucky, appeared in his seat to-day. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPuersoy, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed the following bills; 
in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
requested : 

A bill (H. R. No. 243) for the apportion- 
ment of Representatives to Congress among 
the several States according to the ninth 
census ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 284) to pay William P. 
Preston the sum therein mentioned ; 

A bili (Ml. R. No. 459) for the construction 
of a publie building at Chicago, Illinois ; 

_A bill (HW, R. No. 487) making appropria- 
tions for expenses that may be incurred under 


articles one to nine, inclusive, of the treaty 
between the United States and Great Britain, 
concluded at Washington, May 8, 1871; 


A bill (H. R. No. 489) makingappropriations | 


for expenses incurred under articles twelve to 


seventeen, inclusive, of the treaty between the | 


United States and Great Britain, concludedat 
Washington May 8, 1871; 

A bill (H. R. No. 557) granting a pension to 
Elizabeth York ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 558) granting a pension to 
Mary S. Howe ; 

A bill (H. R. 
Belinda Craig: 


A bill (H.R. 


No. 621) granting a pension to 


No. 622) granting a pension to 


| Richard B. Crawford ; 


A bill (H. R. No. 623) granting a pension to 
Joseph Bryant ; 

A biil (H. R. No. 624) granting a pension to 
Elizabeth H. Morgan ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 625) making appropri- 
ations to supply a deficiency in the appropri- 
ations for the salaries and contingent expenses 
of the Post Office Department for the current 
fiscal year; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 56) donating 
certain condemned cannon for a_ soldiers’ 
monument. 

The message also announced that the House 
had passed a concurrent resolution for printing 


Statistics on the subject of emigration; in 
which concurrence was requested. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a letter from the Attorney General, 
transmitting, in compliance with the act of 


| April 10, 1869, a list of all the attorneys em- 
|| ployed as assistants to United States district 


attorneys since December, 1870, with their com- 
pensation; which was ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from 
the Secretary of War, calling the attention of 
Congress to a discrepancy in the act of Feb- 
ruary 24, 1871, which locates the Fort Walla 
Walla military reservation in Oregon instead 
of Washington Territory, and recommending 
the passage by Congress of an amendatory act 
correcting this error; which was referred to 


| the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 


to be printed. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED, 
The bill (H. R. No. 243) for the apportion- 


_is in the other House. 
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becanse there was no Committee on Privileges 
and Elections in the Senate; but every bill 
must make a law; that is the very nature of it; 
and it cannot for that reason go to the Com 
mittee on the Judiciary. There are certain 
matters which go, of course, with propriety to 
that committee. 

Mr. SUMNER. I ask the Senator how it 
Did this bill come from 
the Committee of Elections or the Committee 
on the Judiciary there? 

Mr. MORTON. I do not know. 

Mr. SUMNER. I should be disposed to 
follow the precedent set in the other House, 
where they have had from time immemorial a 


Committee of Elections. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam quite sure that the 
bill of last session, which came to us from the 


| House of Representatives, was reported from 


the Judiciary Committee there, and ] am quite 
sure that this bill was; and I believe all the 
apportionment bills for the last forty years 
have been considered in both Houses in the 
Committees on the Judiciary. [hope, therefore, 


| that this bill will take the usual course and go 
' to that committee; and | make that motion. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


| Indiana moves the reference of the bill to the 


i} 


ment of Representatives to Congress among | 


the several States according to the ninth cen- 
sus was read twice by its title. 

Mr. MORTON. I suggest that that bill be 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The Senator 
from Illinois [Mr. TRUMBULL] is not now in 
his seat. I supposed he might take some in- 
terest in reference to this bill; I do not. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is a bill pro- 
viding for the apportionment of members of 
the House of Representatives. 


Committee on Privileges and Elections, and 


( | the Senator from Vermont moves to amend 
extra copies of the report of the Bureau of || 


by striking out that committee and inserting 
‘*the Committee on the Judiciary.’ They 
are both standing committees. 

Mr. MORTON. [have no particular desire 
to take charge of this bill. I do not want any 
controversy about it. It appeared to me that 


|| the organization of the Committee on Privi- 


leges and Elections would properly draw to it 
the consideration of such a measure, and | 
still think so. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
insist on his notion or withdraw it? 

Mr. MORTON. I will leave it tothe decis 
ion of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
leaves it to the decision of the Senate. The 


i. . . ie 
| first question is on the amendment offered by 


| the Senator from Vermont, to strike out 


‘' the 


Committee on Privileges and Elections’? and 


| insert ‘*the Committee on the Judiciary.’’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The motion, asamended, was agreed to ; and 


| the bill was referred to the Committee on the 
| Judiciary. 


The Senator | 


from Indiana moves its reference to the Com- | 


mittee on Privileges and Elections. 
is no objection it will be so referred. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
direction of that bill would be to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, but I do not wish any 
controversy in regard to it. 
have ordinarily gone to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and I suppose that would be the 
reference on the present occasion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
before. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not wish a con- 
troversy with the Senator from Indiana if he 
desires to take charge of the bill; but I think 
the poneee committee would be the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MORTON. It seems to me that the 
bill, from its nature, should properly go to 
the committee that [ named. 


[ suppose the proper | 


It has hereto. | 


fore gone to the Committee on the Judiciary, | 


If there | 


I think such bills | 


Certainly ; it went there | 


The bill (H. R. No. 459) for the construc 
tion of a public building at Chicago, Illinois, 
was read twice by its title. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I suggest that 


| it lie on the table for the present, as the com 


mittee have already considered the subject, and 
it can be called up in the course of the morn- 
ing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, this bill will lie on the table for the 
present. 

The bill (H. R. No. 284) to pay William P. 
Preston the sum therein mentioned was read 


| twice by its title. 


Mr. MORTON. I suggest that that bill be 
referred to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is to pay the 
expenses of a contested election in the House 
of Representatives a number of years ago, and 
if there be no objection it will be referred to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The following bills were severally read twice 


| by their titles, and referred to the Committee 


on Foreign Relations: 

_A bill (H. R. No. 487) making appropria 

tions for expenses that may be incurred under 

articles one to nine, inclusive, of the treaty 

between the United States and Great Britain. 

concluded at Washington May 8, 1871; and 
A bill (H. R. No. 489) making appropria 


tions for expenses incurred under articles 
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welve to seventeen, inclusive, of the treaty 
between the United States and Great Britain, 
concluded at Washington May 8, 1871. 

Lhe 


by their titles, and 


lollowing bill 
referred to the Committee 
on Ps neon 
A bill (H 
to kkhiz theth York ; 
A bill (H. R. No. 
to Mary 8S. Howe; 
A Dill H. hR. No. G21) 
to Belinda Craig ; 
A bill (H. R. No. 622) 
to Richard B. Crawford ; 
A bill (H. R. No. 623) 
to Joseph Bryant: and 
A bill (H. R. No. 624 
to Elizabeth H. Morgan. 
The bill (H. R, No. 625) making appropri 
ations to supply a deficiency in the appropri- 
ations for the salaries and contingent expenses 
of the Post Oflice Department for the current 


R. No. 557) granting a pension 


a 


558) granting a pension 


granting a pension 
granting a pension 
granting a pension 


granting a pension 


fiscal year was read twice by its title, and | 


referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 
The joint resolution (H. R. No. 56) donating 
certain condemned cannon forasoldiers’ monu- 


ment was read twice by its title, and referred | 


to the Committee ov Military Affairs. 
REPORT ON EMIGRATION, 
The VICE PRESIDENT 


Senate the following 


laid before the 
concurrent resolution 
received from the House of Representatives ; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Printing: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Sen- 
ate concurring,) That five thousand extra copies of 
the report of the Bureau of Statistics on the subject 
of emigration, with the accompanying papers, be 
printed, two thousand copies for the use of the House, 
one thousand copies for the use of the Senate, one 
thousand copies bound in paper covers for the use 
of the Treasury Department, and one thousand 
copies for distribution in Europe by the Treasury 
Department. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. FENTON presented a petition of im 
porters and merchants of Boston and New 
York, praying for the passage of a bill to 
refund certain duties paid on Russian hemp 
under the act of August 5, 1861, in violation 
of treaty stipulations between Russia and the 
United States, contained in the treaty ratified 
May 11,1838; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. FENTON.  Lalso present the memorial 
of George I. Comstock, president of the Salt 
Company of Onondaga, New York, V. B. 
Horton, president of the Ohio River Salt Com- 
pany, and H. M. Fitzhugh, president of the 
Saginaw and Bay Salt Company, Michigan, 
who say that information has reached them to 
the effect that extraordinary statements in 
printed form have recently been put in circu- 
lation for the purpose of procuring petitions 
in favor of the repealof the duty on imported 
salt; that these statements with printed peti- 
tions are issued from the salt-importing houses 
in one of the eastern cities, with the request 
that such petitions be signed and forwarded to 
Congress. ‘These memorialists say that the 
which their attention has been 
called presents a tissue of fable altogether ex 
They conclude by asking Con- 
gress to delay action on the subject until they 
shall forward documents now being prepared, 
which will makea taithful exhibit of this ques- 
tion. I move that this memorial be referred 
to the Committee on Finance, which now has 
charge of the bill relating to the subject. 

The motion was agreed to. . 

Mr. SUMNER. 
D. H. London, a merchant of New York, in 
which he asks Congress to establish what he 
calls an exchequer of the United States. | 
have no opinion to express on the main prayer 
of this very elaborate memorial, but it is sus- 
tained by reasoning in favor of specie pay- 
ments, and is presented with a view of promot- 
ing that greatresult. Therefore to that extent 


circular to 


traordinary. 


I present the memorial of 





were severally read twice 


it has my entire sympathy. I move its reter- 
ence to the Committee on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER. I also present the petition 
of colored citizens of Rhode Island, in which 
they pray Congress to enact what is known as 
the supplementary civil rights bill, now on the 
tableoftheSenate. Theyset forth that they are 
‘denied rights and privileges accorded to 
others, who are no better advanced, no more 
tidy, no more educated, no more refined, no 
more wealthy,no more respectable, who are 
no better citizens than are your petitioners.’’ 
They say, ‘‘ We are outraged insulted, mal 
treated, mortified and degraded. Being Sen- 
ators and Representatives in Congress, holding 
judicial, executive, and other positions, does 
not protect us on railroads, on steamboats, in 
taverns and hotels, in licensed places, in public 
schools, and in other places, from invidious 


' proscription, from insult and degradation.”’ 


They say that this ‘‘fosters the Ku Klux 
spirit.’’ I move that this petition lie on the 


| table. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SAWYER presented the petition of J. 


R. Hunter, of Lancaster Court-House, South | 
| Carolina, praying the removal of his political 
| disabilities; which was referred to the select 


Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. 

Mr. HARLAN presented the memorial of 
Benjamin Severson, engineer, in behalf of 
property-holders of the city of Washington. 
praying for an investigation of the work on 
the Washington canal; which was referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SCOTT presented a petition of citizens 
of the borough of Wrightsville, Pennsylvania, 
praying for compensation for losses sustained 


| in consequence of the burning of the Columbia 


bridge during the war for the suppression of 


the rebellion; which was referred tothe Com- | 


wittee on Claims. 
Mr. SCOTT. Talso present thirteen peti- 


tions from soldiers and sailors and the widows | 


and parents of deceased soldiers and sailors 
who died or were killed during the late rebel- 
lion, praying that the provisions of the home- 
stead law attached to the act of Congress 
granting them land warrants be repealed, and 
that an act be passed permitting them to dis- 
pose of such lands or warrants by settlement 
or otherwise as they maydeem proper. I move 
the reference of these petitions to the Commit 
tee on Public Lands. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr.SCOTT. I also present four petitions 
signed by officers of insurance companies, by 
proprietors of metal founderies and_boiler- 
works, by merchants and shippers, and other 
citizens of Alleghany, Beaver, and other coun- 
ties of western Pennsylvania, representing that 


|| the act of February 28, 1871, operates injuri- 


ously in many particulars upon steam towing- 
boats on the western rivers, especially in re- 
ducing the amount of pressure of steam toa 
standard insuflicient to work them up to their 
capacity or to safely navigate them, and pray- 
ing that they may be exempted from the 
restraining provisions of that act upon these 
and other subjects. I move the reference of 
these petitions to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SCOTT. I also present the memorial 
of the Industrial League of Pennsylvania, in 


'| which they briefly and forcibly set forth the 
benefits and prosperity due to the system of || 


| tariff protection which has existed since 1861, | 
| giving facts which rebut the theory that im- 


| 


port duties upon foreign goods are onerous 
taxes upon home consumers; conceding that 
sound policy requires a diminution of the re- 
ceipts of the Treasury, but suggesting that this 
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usually classed as excise; second, the abolj. 
tion of the import duties upon tea and coffie. 
third, a cireumspect extension of the free jig: ’ 


_and submitting that nothing but evil couiq 


result to the country at large from any gey. 
eral reduction of the tariff rates upon manut{ie 
tured goods. ; 

This memorial is signed by the chairman os 
the representative council of this organizatioy, 
by Frederick Fraley, now president of th, 
National Board of Trade, who represents the 
interest of transportation, and by other gey 
tlemen representing the interests of steel and 
iron labor, of coal, chemicals, textiles, leather. 
glass, metals, books, paper, pottery, and ching 
ware. It has evidently been prepared wit) 
care, is brief, and sets forth the views of per- 
sons representing alarge number of employés, 
as well as of capital invested in these enter 
prises, and | ask that it be printed and referre, 


| to the Committee on Finance. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The memoria) 
will be referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Is there objection to its printing? The Chair 
hears none, and that order will be made. 

Mr. OSBORN presented the petition of 
James D. Green, praying compensation fo; 
services during the war as lieutenant and cap. 
tain in the second regiment Florida cavalry 
volunteers; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. THURMAN presented the petition o/ 
John W. Cornyn, late brevet major and com 
missary of subsistence, praying compensation 
for two horses lost while in the service of the 


| United States; which was referred to the Com 


mittee on Claims. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I present the petition of 
P. Loiillard & Co., for the Pioneer Tobacco 
Company, H. M. Hunt, and Buchanan & Lyall, 


‘manufacturers of plug tobacco, of the city of 


| Government $3,319,588 32 


Brooklyn, New York, representing that they 
have paid within the last twelve months to the 
taxes on articles 
of their.own manufacture; and they protest 
against the recent’ action of the so-called 
National Tobacco Association in the stat: 
ments reported as having been made to th 
Committee of Ways and Means by the dele 
gates of that association. They set out a 
considerable length the reasons why the tax 
on manufactured tobacco should not be dimin- 
ished, and why no changes in the law should 
take place. I move that this memorial be 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. POMEROY presented a petition from 
settlers upon the Miami lands in Kansas, ask- 
ing for some legislation to secure them their 
homesteads at a fair price; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. NYE presented the memorial of A. 
C. Cleveland, commissioner for the State of 
Nevada, praying remuneration for moneys 
paid by the Territory of Nevada for the use 


' and benefit of the United States, and also for 
| moneys paid since the Territory became a State ; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Claims, 
| and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. FLANAGAN presented the petition of 


_diles S. Boggess, of Henderson, Texas, pray- 


ing the removal of his political disabilities; 
which was referred to the select Committee 
on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. HILL presented the petition of Thomas 


| Hardeman, of Bibb county, in the State of 


Georgia, praying the removal of his political 
disabilities; which was referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abilities. 

He also presented the petition of William 
D. Kiddoo, of Randolph county, Georgia, 


| praying the removal of his political disalili- 


ties; which was referred to the select Com: 


\| mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 


Mr. ROBERTSON presented the petition 
of W. H. R. Workman, of Kershaw county, 


be accomplished, first, by the abolition of the || South Carolina, praying the removal of his 
entire internal revenue system except the taxes || political disabilities; which was referred to the 
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eelect Committee on the Removal of Political 
Disabilities. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. LEWIS, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial and papers of L. C. 
Pp. Cowper, praying compensation for the destruc- 
tion of his library by the troops of the United States, 
he withdrawn from the files of the Senate and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, it 


was 

Ordered, That the petition and accompanying 
papers of Joseph Wilson, praying compensation 
for horses and mules captured by the rebels in con- 
sequence, as is alleged, of the refusal of the pickets 
to allow him to pass within our lines, on the outposts 
of Washington, in July, 1864, be withdrawn from 
the files of the Senate and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. PRATT, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Caleb 
White and Bertie A. Thomas, praying to be reim- 
pursed for overcharges in the shipment and sale of 
certain cotton seized by order of the general com- 
wanding at Baton Rouge in 1865, and sold by an 
agent ot the Government, be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


On motion of Mr. SPENCER, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial and papers of W. H. | 


Vesey, late United States consul at Havre, praying 
the payment of moneys lost by the failure of Green 
& Co., American bankers, be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


On motion of Mr. CORBETT, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of F. G. 


Schwatka be withdrawn from the files of the Senate 
and referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print: 
ing, to whom was referred the petition of 
Charles Lanman, praying for the payment of 
damages sustained by him by the infringement 
of a copyright, have instructed meto ask to be 


discharged from its further consideration, and | 


that it be referred to the Committee on Claims. 
It is clearly a claim. 
The report was agreed to, 


REPORT OF COLUMBIA INSTITUTION. 
Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- 


ing, to whom was referred a resolution to print 
copies of the report of the Columbia Institu- 
tion for the Deaf and Dumb, have instructed 
me to report it back without amendment, and 
recommend its passage. I ask for its present 
consideration. 


There being no objection, the resolution was 


considered and agreed to, as follows: 


Resolved, That one thousand additional copies of 
the last annual report of the Columbia Institution 
forthe Deaf and Dumb be printed for the use of the 
president of the institution. 


ARMY REGISTER. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I am also instructed by 
the same committee, to whom was referred a 
resolution to print one thousand copies of the 
Army Register for the use of the Senate, to 
report it back without amendment, and to ask 
for its present consideration. 

By unanimous consent, the resolution was 
considered and agreed to, as follows: 


_ Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the 
Senate one thousand copies of the Army Register 
to be published in January, 1872. 


BILLS RECOMMITTED. 


On motion of Mr. WILSON, the following 
bills were recommitted to the Committee on 
Military A ffairs : 

A bill (S. No. 67) for the relief of the pur- 
chasers of lots and houses and lots sold by 
virtue of an act of Congress entitled ‘*An act 
providing for the sale of the lands, tenements, 
and water privileges belonging to the United 
States at and near Harper’s Ferry, in the 
county of Jefferson, West Virginia,’’ approved 
December 15, 1868; and 

A bill (S. No. 219) to carry into effect the 
decisions of the Supreme Court relating to 
bounty to soldiers enlisted between the 3d day 
of May and the 22d day of July, 1861. 


|| Mr. POMEROY. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


I ask leave to introduce 

' a bill to set apart a certain tract of land lying 
near the headwaters of the Yellowstone as a 
public park. It has been ascertained within 
the last year or two that there are very valua- 

ble reservations at the headwaters of the Yel 
lowstone, and it is thought they ought to be 
set apart for public purposes rather than to 
have private preémption or homestead claims 

| attached to them. ‘There are valuable hot 
springs, geysers. Professor Hayden has made 

| avery elaborate report on the subject. This 
bill is to set apart that whole tract, about forty 
miles by fifty, as a public park,and put it under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, keep it from preémptions and homestead 
entries and from sale, and reserve it from any 
grants that may be made, to be disposed of 
hereafter as Congress may direct. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 392) to set apart a 
certain tract of land lying near the headwaters 
of the Yellowstone river as a public park; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
| to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 393) to authorize the discontinuance of 

certain grades in the military service ; which 
' was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. STEWART asked, and by unanimous 

consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 394) to amend an act entitled ** An act 
supplementary to an act approved July 1, 1864, 
for the disposal of coal lands and town prop- 
erty in the public domain,’ approved March 
8, 1865; which was read twice by its title, 
| referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
| and ordered to be printed. 
\} Mr. POOL asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
395) for the relief of Enos J. Pennybacker ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
|| the Committee on Post Ofiices and Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CORBETT asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 396) granting lands to aid the construe- 
tion of the Portland, Dalles, and Salt Lake 
railroad, and to provide for the sale of such 
lands by the United States to actual settlers 
by preémption as other lands; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
397) to facilitate specie payment; which was 
read twice by its title, and ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 

Mr. OSBORN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 398) for the relief of James D. Greene; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. LEWIS asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 399) to amend an act entitled ‘An act to 
establish a uniform system of bankruptey 
| throughout the United States ;’’ which wasread 
| twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HILL asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
| 400) for dividing the State of Georgia into 
| three judicial districts, and organizing and 
establishing an additional district court of the 
United States with circuit court powers and 
jurisdiction; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous 
| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
|| No. 401) granting public lands in the State of 
{| Alabama to tHe Decatur and Aberdeen Rail- 
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| road Company to aid in the construction of a 
| railroad to be built from Deeatur, Alabama, to 


Aberdeen, Mississippi; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
402) granting a right of way to the Mobile and 
Alabama Grand Trunk Railroad Company 
through and over lands owned by the United 
States; which was read twice by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed, 

Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 408) for the rehef of Rufus M. Pickel; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. PRATT asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introducea bill (S. No. 
404) to establish a certain post route in In- 
diana; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FENTON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a_ bill 
(S. No. 405) to provide for the repayment of 
certain duties collected upon the importation 
of Russia hemp; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOWE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
406) to encourage the laying of ocean telegraph 
cables and to secure the same for the use of 
the United States; which was read twice by 
its title, referred to the Committee on lereign 
Relations, and ordered to be printed. 


NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE. 


Mr. CONKLING. I offera resolution which 
I should like to have considered at the present 
time. 

Mr. ANTHONY. TLhope the Senator will 
allow me to offer a resolution relative to the 
organization of the Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING, Let my resolution be 
read and then I will give way. 

The resolution of Mr. CONKLING was read, as 


follow S: 


Whereas it has been declared in the Senate that 
“at the port of New York there exists and is main- 
tained by officers of the United States, under the 
name of the ‘general-order business,’ a monstrous 
abuse, fraudulent in character;’’ and whereas the 
following statement has been made by a Senator: 

It was intimated by some of the witnesses that 
Mr. Leet, who pockets the enormous profits arising 
from that business, had some connection with the 
White House; but General Porter was examined, 
Mr. Leet himself was examined, and they both testi 
fied that it was not so, and counting the number of 
the witnesses we have no right to form a different 
conclusion. But the fact remains that this sean 
dalous system of robbery is sustained—is sustained 
against the voice of the merchants of New York—is 
sustained against the judgment and the voice of the 
Secretary of the Treasury himself. I ask you, how 
is itsustained? Where and what is the mysterious 
power thatsustains it? The conclusion is inevitable 
that itis a power stronger than decent respect for 
public opinion, nay, a power stronger than the See- 
retary of the Treasury himself:”’ 

Therefore resolved, That the Committee of Invest 
igation and Retrenchment be instructed to inquire 
into the matter fully and at large, and particularly 
whether any collusion or improperconnection with 
said business exists on the part of any officer of the 
United States; and that said committee further in 
quire whether any person holding office in the cus- 
toin-house at New York has been detected, or is 
known or believed by his superior officer to have 
been guilty of bribery, or of taking bribes, or of 
other crime or misdemeanor; and said committee is 
hereby empowered to send for persons and papers. 


Mr. CONKLING. Before I ask for a vote 
on the resolution just read, | wish to know 
whether | correctly understood the Senator: 
from Rhode Island as stating that he desired 
to offer a resolution relating to the organiza 
tion of this committee? 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
mittee, 

Mr. CONKLING. Then my _ resolution 
would follow that more properly, and there- 
fore | give way, and shall ask that this resoly- 


Yes, sir, the same com- 
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tion be taken up when his resolution § shal! 
have been a ted on. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
of the Senator 
for the 


The resolution 
from New York is withdrawn 
present 
COMMITTEE ON 

Mr. ANTHONY 

d to the 

mittee of Investigation and Retrenchment. 
The \ [Cle PRESIDEN _“ ‘| he Seuator from 

thode | 


} ’ 
othe eiect 


RETRENCHIIMENT. 
that the Senate 
election of the standing Com 


I move 
proc er 


land moves that the Senate pro¢ eed 
Investiga 
, 


objection 7 


’ ’ 
ion of the Committee of 


tion and Retrenchment. Is there 


lhe Chair hears none 

Mr. ANTHONY. I ask that by unanimous 
consent the rules which re« quire the chairman 
of “af ommittee to be elected by ballot be sus 
pended, and [ nominate as members of the 
committee the names on the list 
to the Chair 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The 
from Rhode Island asks unanimous consent 
that the thirty-fifth rule, which requires the 
chairmen of committees to be elected by ballot, 
be suspended in this case, and that the whole 
committee be elected by resolution. Is there 
objection to that proposition? The Chair 
hears none ; and the question recurs on the 
adoption of the resolution submitted by the 
Senator from Rhode Island, which will be read. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows : 

Reavlved, That the Committee of 
and Retrenchment consist of Mr. Buckinanam, 


(chairman,) Mr. Prart, Mr. Howr, Mr. Haran, 
Mr. Stewart, Mr. Poo, and Mr. Bayarp. 


Mr. SUMNER. 1 should like to have my 
friend, the Senator who makes the motion, state 
whether on that committee there are any of 
the Senators who brought forward this inquiry 
and who especially urged it upon the Senate? 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator knows that 
as wellas Ido. I think they are exceedingly 
judicious and sensible men, moderate men— 
men who command in the highest degree the 
confidence and the respect of their associates 
and the confidence of the country. I do not 
know whether they have, any of them, made 
themselves particularly conspicuous in the 
charges which have been made, or whether 
they have qualified themselves, any of them, 
to do justice in the matter by pronouncing an 
opinion in advance. 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly | have nothing 
to say exceptin kindness and good will toward 
every Senator named on this committee; but 
as I listened to the list I was astonished by 
the absence of certain names. On this list 
i do not find the name of a single Senator 
who had urged this investigation, as I believe, 
unless it be the Democratic Senator over the 
way—he will pardon me for that designation— 
the Senator from Delaware, [ Mr. Bayarp, ] who 
did vote for investigation in the strongest form. 
The Senators on the list all voted against in- 
vestigation in the strongest form. Thus, Sen- 
ators in favor of investigation in the strongest 
form, every one, except the Democratic Sen- 
ator, are excepted. It isfor the Senate to con 
sider whether a committee organized in this 
way, after the debate that has occurred, can 
justly satisfy the country. 

Perhaps also it would be worth while to 
consider whether it is in conformity with par- 
liamentary law—I will not say simply usage, 
but parliamentary law, for the law is found in 
usage. I hold in my hand the work to which 
we refer as authority, Jefferson’s Manual, and 
with your permission I will read a brief pas- 
sage, which is, | know, very familiar to the 
‘hair: 


which | send 


Senator 


Investigation 


“Those who take exceptions to some particulars 
in the bill are to be of the committee, but none who 
speak directly against the body of the bill; fer he that 
would totally destroy will not amend it. (Hakew., 
146; Town., col. 208; D’Ewes, 634, col. 2; Seob., 47:) 
or, as is said, (5 Grey, 145,) the child is not to be put 
to a nurse that cares not for it, (6 Grey, 373,)"’ 


You smile, Mr. President, and justly. I 
repeat the terms: 


“The child is not to be put to a nurse that cares 
not for it.” 


You naturally smile when you see the pro- 
cess going on in this Chamber. Jefferson 
then proceeds : 

‘It is therefore a constant rule ‘that no man is to 
be employed in any matter who has deelared him- 
self against it.’ And when any member who is 
against the bill hears himself named of its commit- 
tee, he ought to ask to be excused.”’ 

Now, as I understand, this inquiry was first 
presented by the Senator from Illinois, [ Mr. 
PruMBes., | and urged by him in an elaborate 
and able speech, which has already awakened 
echoes throughout the country. [ miss his 
name from In that debate 
the Senator from Illinois was most ably and 
eloquently sustained by the Senator from Mis- 
souri,{Mr. Scuurz.| I misshis name. There 
were other Senators who spoke on the same 
side; certainly there were others who voted on 
that side. I miss all their names; I think the 
country will miss them. Then there was for 
tive years previously a Committee on Ketrench- 
ment, joint in character, still with represent- 
atives from the Senate. | know not if any 
member of that committee is on the list. 

My friend before me | Mr. Scuurz] says, 
‘*No, not one member ;’’ not the honorable 
chairman from New Hampshire, [Mr. Par- 
TERSON, | who had gained much experience in 
exumining and exposing these abuses; not 
one of his associates finds a place on this com 
mittee. Why, sir, to me it is simply inexpli 
cable on any ground of justice or parliament- 
ary law. | am at a loss to understand how my 
excellent friend from Rhode Island, in whom 
reigus, | have always believed, the spirit of 
justice, should bring forward a proposition for 
such a committee at this time. 

But, Mr. President, [ have no desire to open 
any opposition. 1am only one, and I speak 
for myself alone. I simply make this state- 
ment that it may be of record, and that here- 
after, should this committee fail in its in- 
quiries, the country may know that the Senate 
was at least warned with regard to it. When I 
say this, I desire it to be understood that | 
have not one word except of friendship for 
these much-respected Senators; not one word 
of criticism on ‘their position. 
attention to the fact shown by your debates, 
that they took no part, either by speech or 
vote, in urging this important investigation 
while others were urgent. 

Perhaps I have said enough. 
more than I intended. 
plished if [ call the attention of my friend 
from Rhode Island to the parliamentary char- 
acter of the committee that he proposes. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, I believe 
that 
strictly parliamentary. ‘The committee was 
voted for unanimously. The Senator from 
Illinois moved a joint committee, and if that 


the committee. 


I have said 
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1 simply call 


My purpose is accom- 


the appointment of this committee is | 


committee had been appointed he would have | 


been entitled to be assigned to the very agree- 
able duty of being chairman of it. But this 


resolution was moved by me, and I suppose | 


that if the Chair had appointed the committee 
I should have had to ask to be excused from 


serving as chairman of it, as parliamentary | 


usage and parliamentary law would have 
required that I should do. 

i do not know what my friend from Massa- 
chusetts means when he speaks of the Sen- 
ators here who were opposed to this inquiry. 
I do not know of a Senator in this body who 
is opposed to the most searching and thorough 
inquiry into any charges of corruption, by 
whomsoever brought in this Chamber. Every 
Senator who has spoken during the debate— 
there was no debate on this resolution, but 
during the debate on a cognate resolution— 
every one expressed himself earnest for a 
thorough and complete investigation. Sir, I 


ask you to read the names of the men on this | 


committee, and say if there is a man there 
whom you believe would cover up corruption, 


if there is a man there who would endeavor to | 


shield his best friend as a public man from any 
just charges of corruption made against him? 
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I consider the committee an eminently 


. ; . judi 
cious one, and in my experience in the Senate 
this is the first time that [ have ever hearg 


“@ 


commitiee objected to on account of the ch. 


- * ar 
acter of its members, and I am very glad th. 


» : a 
the first example has been made in the Cane 


of men against whom so very little 
said. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, { sub), 
to the good sense of the Senate that the 9, 
ator from Rhode Island is entirely evading th. 
question. There is no Senator here who yw; 
stand up and utter one word in disparageme, 
of the character of any one of the Senat, 
who is proposed as a member of this comm); 
tee, and no such issue can be forced upon the 
Senate. We are not here to try the characte; 
of those individuals, but we are here to inquire 
if this proposed committee will be, if appointed 
in accordance with parliamentary usage ay 
good, sound sense. 

Mr. ANTHONY. j 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, sir, will do thei, 
duty. It is not a question at all as to the 
purity of men’s motives. When the rule pr 


Can be 


Vill do their duty, 


i 


vides that upon the raising of a committee , 
the commitment of a bill or resolution to ; 
committee the investigation, if one is to be 
made, is to be committed to a committee 
majority of whom are earnestly in favor of 
investigation, or of the bill or resolution to g 
committee that is favorable to the measure, js 
that any imputation upon the purity of motive 
of those who are excluded from the commi 
tee? Does that draw a line of distinction in 
the Senate, and say, ‘‘ These men are pure and 
| upright men, and the rest of the Senate a 
' not worthy of having a place on this commi 
tee or having the charge of this measure’ 
No, sir. The rule could not stand for one 
moment in the Manual if it were thus an in 
sult to every member of the Senate who wa 
not appointed upon the committee. What is 
the foundation of the rule? It is this: that 
although every member of the Senate may he 
perfectly pure in his motive, entirely willing 
nay, desirous that frauds, if they exist, may 
ferreted out, yet there is a difference of opini 
in the Senate as to the existence of the frauds 
and the necessity for the investigation. Ther 
is a difference in the belief of Senators up 
that subject. 
Mr. CONKLING. 
Mr. THURMAN. I will tell you in a mo 
ment what it is. The Senator from Nevada, 
{Mr. Nye,] who spoke on this subject the 
| other day, said there was no necessity for 
an investigation. I take him as an illustra 
tion. He said there was no necessity for 
investigation at all; that this Administration 
and its subordinates are so pure that they need 
no investigation ; everything is so entirely con 
sistent with justice and honesty and good 
administration of public affairs that you ought 
not to appoint any committee of investigation. 
That was what the Senator declared. ! do 
not quote his words, but { do the substance o! 
| them. Now, sir, would that Senator be the 
,man to go into this investigation, according 
him the utmost purity of motive? No, sir; and 
why not? Because, however pure men’s motive 
may be, their actions are, to a great extent, 
governed by their belief. They may be ever 
so pure-minded, ever so honest, and yet their 
actions will be more or less governed by their 
opinion, by their belief; and it is upon this 
ground- 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I wish toask my 
friend this question: whether the parliamentary 
| rule is not that persons who vote for the measure 
should be on the committee? I understand 
that every one of the persons on this commit 
tee did vote for this measure. But the insist- 
ment seems to be that we ought to place on the 
committee those who voted against it. 
Mr. THURMAN. I do not say any such 
thing. The Senator says everybody voted ior 
| it. Then nobody voted againstit. The argu 
' ment is not so at all. I do not understand 


Tell us what it is. 
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the Senator when he says that the argument 
that somebody should be pat on who voted 


raiust it. 
aznin VRELINGHUYSEN. I wish my friend 
to ar me. I understand the parlia- 

entary rule to be that the committee ought 
to consist of those who favored the resolution, 

ind that that is the parliamentary rule insisted 
unon by the Senators from Massachusetts and 
Ohio. Now, the record shows that every mem- 
her of this committee did vote for this measure. 

Mr. THURMAN. My friend is expe rienced 
enough asa lawyer to know the old maxim, 
Qui heret in litera, heret in cortice. He 
sicks in the bark. You cannot evade the rule 
by saying you will take six or seven gentlemen 
who voted for theresolution. There is another 
rule of parliamentary usage, and that is that 
the Senator who moves an inquiry is to be 
place dat the head of the committee if he is of 
the party that is dominant in the body. [s the 
Senutor from Illinois, who moved the first 
broad, sweeping resolution, placed at the head 
of this committee? No, sir, he is not on it 
at all. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. Will the Senator 
allow me to say a single word? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. ‘The Senator from 
[ilinois distinetly declined to be the chairman 
of the committee, or to be on the committee, 
not publicly, but privately. 

Mr. THURMAN. 1 cannot undertake 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Willthe Senator allow 
me a word? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘The only conversation 
I ever had upon that subject, according to my 
recollection, was with the Senator from Con- 
necticut after the Senate voted down the prop- 
osition to raise a committee and refer to it the 
subjeets which I hadincluded in my resolution, 
and proposed simply to raise a committee and 
refer nothing to it, togive it nO powers except 
such as the Senate should afterward conter 
upon it. Then I said to the Senator from Con- 
necticut that [could not consent to serve upon 
a committee raised in that way, without any 
power to do any good. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I think 
it must be apparent from what has been said 
that this dish has been cooked in a certain con- 
clave called **the caucus;’’ aud as I am not 
a member of that body, and not authorized to 
say what took place there, anddo not know 
what took place, I of course cannot answer 
objections that are founded upon what did take 
place in the caucus. I do not know how that 
was. What I rose to do was to ecall the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the practice that under- 
lies this rule of parliamentary law, thatit is not 
at all such as the Senator from Rhode Island 
seems (0 suppose. 

Mr. TROMBULL. The Senator from Ohio, 
I think, has drawn a wrong inference from 
what I said. No such remark of mine was 
made in any caucus. What occurred was pri- 
vately in this Chamber in a whisper, [ think, 
between the Senator from Connecticut and 
myself, 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Ohio is entitled to the floor; but the morning 
hour has expired, and the unfinished business 
pending at the adjournment on Thursday is 
before the Senate. 

Mr. ANTHONY. As this pertains to the 
organization of the Senate, 1 hope we shall 
finish it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, the unfinished business will be in- 
formally passed over. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I object to that. I 
desire to have the unfinished business pending 
before the Senate disposed of. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the busi- 
ness pending at the close of the morning hour 








can only be continued by a vote of the Senate. | 
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|| sons, have bee 


Mr. ANTHONY. In order to get the sense 
of the Senate without consuming all day in 
debate, I move to lay the pending business on 
the table, with a view 
this is disposed of. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The unfinishe d 
business is the resolution offered by the Sen- 
ator from Illinois [Mr. Trumbeu.]} on Thurs- 
day afternoon, instructing this committee, 
when appointed, to perform certain duties. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. l ask to have it read, 
so that we may know what we are voting upon. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom 
Rhode Island yes lay the resolat 

vhode Island moves to lay the resolution on 
the table for the purpose indicated by him. 

Mr. CONKLING. Temporarily. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Temporarily. 
The resolution will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution of Mr. 
['RUMBULL, as follows: 

Resolved That the ¢ Jommittee of Investigation : and 
Retrenchinent be instructed to inquire into the ex 
pen‘litures in all branches of the service of the United 
States, and report whether any and what offices ought 
to be abolished; whether any and what salaries or 
allowances ought to be reduced; what are the meth- 
ods of procuring accountability in public oflicers 
or agents in the care and disbursement of public 
moneys; whether moneys have been paid out ille- 
gally; whether any oflicers or agents, or other per- 
J nor are employed in the public service 
without authority of law or unnecessarily; and, 
generally, how and to what extent the expenses of 
the service of the country may and ought to be 
curtailed. : , 

And also to consider the expediency of so amend- 


to take it up as soon as 


| ing the laws under which appointments tothe publie 
| service are now made, as to provide for withdrawing 
the public service from being used as an instrument | 





of political or party patronage. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
election of this committee having been super- 
seded by this resolution as the unfinished busi- 
ness, the Senator from Rhode Island moves 


| that it be laid on the table for the present. 


Mr. SUMNER. 


I call for the yeas and nays 


| on that motion. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 


| taken, resulted—yeas 41, nays 22; as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs, Alcorn, Ames, Anthony, Boreman, 
Brownlow, Buckingham, Caldwell, Cameron, Car- 
penter, Chandler,Clayton,Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, 
Edmunds. Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Freling- 
huysen, Gilbert, Hamlin, Harlan, Hill, Hitebeock, 
Hlowe, Kellogg, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
Vermont, Morton, Nye, Osborn, Pomeroy, Pool, 
Pratt, Rice, Sawyer, Scott, Sherman, Stewart, Wil- 
son, and Windom—4l. - 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Blair, Casserly, 
Davis of Kentucky, Davis of West Virginia, 
Ferry of Connecticut, Johnston, Kelly, 
Patterson, Robertson, Saulsbury, Schurz, 
son, Stoe ton. Sumner, Thurman, Tipton, 
bull. and Viekers— - 

ABSENT- F -~Mes rs. Cole, 
Hamilton of 'l'exas, 
and Wright—38. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Unless some 
Senator desires a formal motion to be put, the 
Chair will understand that the question pe nd 
ing at the expiration of the morning hour is 
still before the Sen: ste 5 and the Senator from 
Qhio is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I ask for the yeas and 
navs on agreeing to the resolution. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. 
from Rhode Island asks for the yeas and nays 
on agreeing to the resolution offered by him- 
self in regard to the personnel of the commit- 
tee named. 


The yeas and nays 


The VICK 


Cooper, 

Fenton, 
Logan, 

Steven- 
Trum- 


Hamilton of Maryland, 
Ramsey, Spencer,Sprague, West 





were ordered. 


PR ESIDENT. Vhe 


Senator 


| from Ohio is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I had 


said that the reason of the rule to which I re- 


| ferred is that there are in every legislative 
body differences of opinion; and in this par- | 


great necessity for 


ticular c 
believe and affirm in their places that there is 


investigation; that they 
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The proposed 


olution of the 


|| that. 


Vhe Senator || 


| appointed by the Presiding Officer. 


ase here in the Senate some Senators | 


i6l 


these declarations. And it is because of this 
difference of belief, which will influence the 
action of Senators, that the rule is that these 
who are in earnest in favor of investigation 
shall constitute a majority of the committee ; 
and it is not at all a satisfaction of this rule 
to say that you may app ‘int a committee out 
of any seven Senators who voted for the reso 
lution ordering the commitiee. Upon that 
question there was no division atall. Every- 
body who voted at all did vote for the resolu- 
tion which the Senate adopted I believe there 
is one member of this proposed committee—I 
am told there is—who did not vote for that 
resolution, who did not vote at all, and that 
the Globe shows that that is the case—one 
who did not vote for it. But though that may 
be, that does not touch the question. ‘The 
question is not on the appointment of a com- 
mittee or orde ring that there shall be a stand- 
ing oe ot this character—upon that, 
as I said, there was no division ; but the ques- 
tion 18 upon the investigation; the ques ion 18 
how Senators vote on the subject of investi- 
gating these abuses. 

The resolution offered by the Senator from 
Illinois provided for a thorough and searching 
investigation. It proposed to give to the com- 
mittee the powers that had heretofore been 
given for five years to the Committee on Re- 
trenchment and Reform—powers that no man 
will say were ever abused ; powers that resulted 
in good to the country in the mass of testi- 
mony that the committee laid before the two 
Houses of Congress. The question was upon 
raising a commuitee with these ample and ple- 
nary powers, upon making an investigation 
that should be an investigation, raising a com- 
mittee favorable to investigation, and clothing 
it with powers that should enable it to be 
effective in its work; and how was the vote on 
that? That is the test question. Where were 
the Senators who were in favor of this thor- 
ough investigation, of this broad and compre- 

All voting for the res- 
Senator from Illinois. Where 
are they in reference to thiscommittee? Not 
one of them is upon it. 

Now, Mr. President, this cannot be got rid 
of by saying that the proposed members of 
this committee are respectable and honest men. 
No such issue as that ean be foreed on the Sen- 
ate. The rule depends on no such question as 
We do not admit in parliamentary Jan- 
guage and in pariiamentary usage that this 
Senate is composed partly of honest men aud 
partly of villains; and this rule could have no 
existence at all if it were founded upon any 


hensive invesiigation? 


| such supposition as that. 


Sir, there is another thing about this com- 
mittee that is a little strange. At the last 
session of the Senate the Senate returned to 
its old usage. The majority of the Senate 
determined how many members of each com- 
mittee the minority should have, and then 
allowed the minority to name those members 
themselves. ‘That was the old usage of the 
Senate—a usage, I believe, that existed from 
the foundation of the Government after the 
Senate took out of the hands of the Presid- 
ing Otlicer the appointment of committees. 
You know, Mr. President, that for a longtime 
the committees of the Senate, like the com- 
mittees of the House of Representatives, were 
More 
than thirty years ago, ay, forty years ago, the 
Senate saw fit to take out of the hands of the 
Presiding Officer the appointment of commit- 
tees, and to appoint them itself; and from 
that time down to about 1861 or 1862 this 
usage, which was reinaugurated at the last 


|| session, of allowing the minority to choore 


believe great abuses exist which ought to be ex- |) 


posed, and the exposure of whic ‘h ought to lead 
to action on the part of Congress. Other Sen- 
ators do not so believe, or they donot believe 
it so strongly as those Senators who have made 


I 


their own members of the committees, was 
| the universal usage of the Senate. It was 
reinaugnrated at the last session; it was 
adopted again at this session, I believe. | 
as not here at the time, but I believe that 
was the fact in reference to every committee 
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but this one. But in reference to this com- 
mittee the minority are completely ignored. 
hey are nw owed to choose their man to 
eit on this committee, but the whole thing is 


done up, a ding to common report, in a 


inant party. That is another 


lhen there is still another singular fact about 
} 


nmittee, and thatis that thereis but one 


Democrat allowed upon a committee of seven, 
and that a committee of investigation whose | 
} ries are to be as broad as the ltepublic, 
if they are to amount to anything at all. That 
vas not 80 in your joint Committee on Re- 


‘There were two Democrats of 
» on that committee, and one of the 
Then there was a 
ib-committee of that joint 
Committee on Retren hment. Here, with a 
: re cannot be a Demo 
craton every sub-committee; onthe contrary, 
to take testimony are 
appointed, as they always are by investigating 
committees, you send out two or three of the 
d sub-committee, and if you 
send out another, my friend from Delaware, 
[Mr. Bayanp,] who cannot be omnipresent, 
must make his election whether he will go with 
the one squad or whether he will go with the 
ober. ght, sir. You did better 
than that on your Ku Klux committee. You 
first appointed but one Democrat on that, but 
upon its being brought to your attention how 
unfair that was you appointed another; and 
I] undertake to say that one man could not have 
discharged his duty if there had been but one 
Democrat left on that committee. 

tigation broader than that. 
‘That investigation was limited to eleven States 
ofthe Union. Here is an investigation that 
goes to the whole thirty-seven States of -the 
Union. You appoint a committee of investiga- 


trrenchment. 
the llo 
senate, giving us three. 


Democrat on every 
committee of seven, tl 


when sul-committees 


minan’ “arty on: 


bat is notr 


Llere is an Inve 


} 
i { 


tion into the conduct of Government officials; 
nfo the conduct of this Administration, and 
you allow the Opposition to the Administration 
but one member upon that committee, and that 
a gentleman charged already with the import- 
nut and onerous duties of a member of the 


Committee on Finance and a member of the | 


Investigation of Southern 
You could 
not have selected a better man in all this body 
out of the whole seventy-four Senators. You 


Committee for the 


OQutrages. You selected him out. 


could not have selected one who was more ac 
ceptable to the minority ; but what I protest 
against is that you should have selected him 
atall, You should have allowed us to select 
not only him, but to have selected two out of 
the seven. 

| do say, therefore, Mr. President, without 
uttering one word in disparagement of the 
personnel of this committee, that it is proposed 
to be appointed in violation of parliamentary 
usage, and in violation of what is due to the 
minority on this floor, who, though they may 
be very small here, yon know very well, Mr. 
President, represent within a small fraction 
one entire half of the people of the United 
tates. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President. it will be borne 
in mind | think by the most of those present, 
it not all, that I have not said a word to the 
Senate touching this matter of investigation 
irom the commencement of the debate to the 
present time. I shall not say a word now for 
the purpose of qualifying myself for a place 
on this standing committee of the Senate, as | 
understand it to be. But the Senator from 
Massachusetts has seen fit, pending this ques- 
tion of electing a standing committee, to call 
the attention of the Senate and of the country 
to the votes which the individuals proposed 
for this committee have given in the course 
of this debate, and he has taken occasion to 
remark that not one of them has been in favor 
ot investigation in the strongest form, as | 
recall his language. He added to that, that 
while he was not disposed to make any oppo- 


| 
| 


sition to the election of this committee, he 
thought it his duty to call the attention of the 
country to their character, to the end that 
if the investigation failed, the Senate might 
remember that they were duly admonished. 

Now, Mr. President, I shal be tolerated, I 
trust, in saying that up to this point I have 
paid but very little attention to this debate. 
[ had engagements outside of the Senate which 
precluded my paying attention to it. I did 
understand that there was a division of opin- 
ion in the Senate upon the question whether 
this business should be cominitted to a stand- 
ing committee of the Senate or to a special 
joint committee of the two Houses. Upon 
that question my mind did rather incline to 
the suggestion that a standing committee of 
the Senate was better than a joint committee 
of the two Houses. I felt specially instructed 
to that view of the case because I had seen in 
the very opening of the session an effort made 
to bring a recusant witness, a witness said to 
be in contempt, before the body, the contempt 
having been committed before a joint commit- 
tee, and [ not only found that there was great 
difficulty in accomplishing that, but it really 
seemed to me that there was not ability in the 
two Houses to proceed against the witness under 
those circumstances. ‘Therefore I thought that 
a standing committee was the better of the 
two. 

Butif any Senator or any citizen of these 
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United States feels authorized to infer from | 


that vote of mine, or from any vote [ have 


given, or any word [ have spoken here or else- | 


where, that | am not in favor of investigation 
in as strong a form as the best of those sitting 
here, I have to say that either he is mistaken 
about me or [ am mistaken about myself; and 
I believe, Mr. President, there are but very 
few mortals who know as well what I am in 
favor of as I do myself, and I am very confi- 
dent that the Senator from Massachusetts is 
| not one of that few. 
[ simply wish to say here that if investiga- 
tion is the order of the day, although I am very 
-reluctant to accept any duty of the kind, yet 
if the Senate shallsee fit to instruct me to enter 
upon that work [beg asa matter not merely 


of favor, but asa matter of right, of justice, | 


| that no attack shall be made upon my disposi- 
| tions until that day when a Senator can come 
| in here and stand up and say that I have voted 
| to exclude some information, to ignore some 


revelation, to shut out some light that will con- | 


vict somebody of a fraud upon the rights of 
| this country. 
| Mr. BAYARD. 
| of civil service reform is one the people of 
this country feel to be much more one of sub- 
stance than of mere form. I have been for 
the last week an interested observer of the 
| debate on the subject; and with all respect for 
| the majority of this body, it seems to me that 
they have endeavored so to wrap the subject 


Mr. President, the subject | 


in technical forms that a substantial body may | 


| or may not exist under its swaddling-clothes, 


The criticism of the Senator from Massachu- || 


setts [Mr. Sumner] upon the composition of 


this committee was, to my mind, entirely just. | 


The question is not as to the personal charac- 
ter of members of the committee, because this 
| is or should be considered a Senate of equals, 
and no imputation should be suffered to pass 
upon individual character. 
unworthy, the Senate owes it to itself to purge 
the body of his presence; and until he shall 
be so declared he is entitled to at least the 
| formal confidence of all members of this body. 


| But, sir, in the composition of committees | 


| there is a very rational rule, that you do not 
| deliver the control of a subject over to those 


who are hostile to the object for which the | 


committee has been raised. In the composi- 
| tion of this committee it cannot be denied that 
it is formed (with the exception of a single 


\ member, and that myself, the humblest) of 


gentlemen who have upon the record expressed 


If a member be | 





| 
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themselves at least in favor of a very modifin) 
and restrained investigation. I find upon the 
record of the vote of last Thursday negariy. 
ing the proposition of the honorable Sena:, 
| from Illinois the name of every member of ;},, 
| majority of the committee but two; one th. 
honorable Senator from Wisconsin who leet 
| addressed the Senate, [Mr. Howe, ] and one tha 
Senator from North Carolina, not now in hi 
seat, [Mr. PooL;] and yet it is not improper 
for me to say that the country will fairly undor. 
| stand how those gentlemen would natura 
| have voted*or have been expected to vote hai 
they been present, when it sees the party policy 
which characterized the record of this yor 
and recalls the uniform partisan fidelity of the 
Senators referred to. 

Mr. President, the country will demand that 
this investigation shall be one of substance: 
and ifit be attempted to be made one of mere 
form, let those who do it answer the public 
| demand for reform, for be assured they wii! 
have to answer it, and their majority in thi 
Chamber will avail them little when they come 
| before the people to respond. 

Sir, | was sent to this body by my people to 
do public service. I came here not for my 
private ends, my pleasure, or my convenience: 
and while Iam here, I shall respond during my 
| term of service to every just demand upon my 
time and the poor abilities that [ ean bring to 
the aid of just and wise legislation. While! am 
perfectly willing, therefore, at all times, with. 
out regard to my personal tastes or convenience, 
to serve upon such committees as the will ot 
this body shall require me to, yet, at the same 
time, [ shall insist that when [ go upon a com- 
mittee where I ean necessarily give but a small 
portion of my time and capacity to aid its 
objects, the country shall know in advance that 
it is not my fault, but that of the majority who 
have so arranged the composition of that com- 
mittee. 

Here are seven Senators called at the begin- 
ning of a long and laborious session to per- 
form duties that necessarily, to be well per 
formed, must occupy a great part of the time 
in which the Senate is actually in session. 
Where can the single member of the minority 
be? It is a physical impossibility for him to 
be in committee and in the Senate at the same 
time. He cannot, as my friend from Ohio has 
suggested, be sent at the same time upon two 
sub-committees of investigation in different 
parts of the country. It is perfectly plain, 
therefore, and the majority are perfectly well 
aware, that when they place but a single mem- 
ber of the minority upon this committee they 
intend, or at least it is to be contemplated that 
they did intend that he should not be present 
at a great portion of the proposed investiga- 
tions. 

I submit, therefore, that to give this committee 
even the repute of substance, the common sense 
of the people of this country will demand from 
the majority in this Chamber that at least an- 
other member of the minority be placed upon it 
to alternate its labors with the single individual 
to whom you have assigned these duties. | do 
not speak without experience on this subject. 
I was assigned to the committee of investiga- 
tion into the affairs of North Carolina last 
winter. The labors of that committee were 
subsequently enlarged to embrace the affairs 
of the other southern States; and wide as was 
the field, and general as was the jurisdiction 
embraced by the language of that appointment, 
it falls far short of the scope and the labor 
embraced within the proper objects of a com- 
mittee of investigation and reform such as 
this ought to be. Why, sir, the result was that 
after that committee had been in session a little 
while it was found impossible to examine their 
witnesses without occupying a portion of the 
time of the sessions of the Senate. I came 
| before the Senate and made that statement, 

and then necessarily they assigned to me a co! 
| league on that committee, so that he and 
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were enabled to alternate our presence in this 
Chamber and in the committee-room, and not 
low the minority to be unrepresented at the 
<pcsions of the committee. In that way, and 
‘1 that way only, were we enabled to keep our: 
selves acquainted with the progress of that 

-estigation and to make report upon the 
faets which were brought before the committee. 
~ | therefore respecttully submit to the Senate 
hat there should be at once a change in the 
eommittee to that extent, either to subtract 
eome member of the majority, or, if not that, 
>» add a member to the minority, and this for 
the practical reason which I have given. As 


¢ 


| said before, if it be not done, I think that the 
plain sense of the people of this country will | 


understand distinetly why it was not done. 
Why, Mr. President, the investigations of 


| the honorable Senatorfrom Illinois, in order 


this committee are not to be limited toa single || 


ease. Phe honorable Senator from New York 
‘Mr. CONKLING] seemed to consider that there 
was but one case of defaleation, that of Pay- 
master Hodge, to be considered, and there he 
would stop. At least such I judged to be his 
yiew from the tenor of his remarks. Other 
Senators have stated there was no necessity 
for investigation at all. Sir, the thing to be 
nvestigated is not whether Mr. Hodge took 
some $450,000 out of the public Treasury for 
his own uses, startling and shocking us that 
is, but it is that he could-have continued that 
course of things for five or six years and no 
oliver of our Government in all that time have 
knowledge or means of knowledge of the facts, 
or be able or willing to check his operations. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator allow 
me a moment? 

Mr. BAYARD. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING.  Sittingin a remote cor- 
ner of the Chamber, and not hearing precisely, 
| understand that the honorable Senator said 
of me that having offered a resolution to invest- 
igate the Hodge case | thought that was sufli- 
cient, and that there investigation should stop. 
Did the Senator so declare? 

Mr. BAYARD. That was about the sub- 
stance of what I said. 


that he may have the opportunity of show- 
ing some little works as well as faith in this 
business, and if he is willing and desirous to 
pursue this investigation upon all proper sub- 
jects he can have the opportunity which, here 
let me say, he strangely treated a few days ago, 
for | find that his vote is recorded in 
tion to this very measure of inquiry which a 
Senator on this floor, second to none upon 
it in ability and character, the honorable Sen- 
ator from Illinois, did propose, and which was 
voted down by the aid of my friend from New 
York. 

Mr. CONKLING. 


Opposl- 


I begthe honorable Sen- 
ator’s pardon. The record does not show 
what he has now stated, unless tle record 
shows something which transpired when | was 
not in the Chamber. And while the Senator 
is interrupted, as | shall not impede him at 


| all, | beg to say that as I declared several 


days ago in my place that I should vote for 
an amendment or for a proposition instruet- 
ing the committee as broadly as the one the 


| Senator now proposes, he may rely upon it he 
| will have my vote when he offers it, and that 


although I may believe that a broader, better, 
more specific direction than that ean be given, 
L will vote for that as faras it goes; and when 
some Senator shall propose a proposition likely 


'| to lead to a more searching investigation, then 


| Senator from 


I will vote for that. 
assurance in advance. 
Mr. BAYARD. 
my fault—precisely understand the honorable 
New York. I find here, in the 
Globe of Friday, December 15, the report of 
the debate; I find the proffer of the resolu- 
tion of the honorable Senator from Illinois 


I give the Senator my 


| proposing to instruct the committee—— 


Mr. CONKLING. 
instruct the committee: read it. 
Mr. BAYARD. I will read 
ment, and we will see what it is: 


No, not proposing to 
the amend- 


And that said committee be instructed to inquire 
into the expenditures in all branches of the service 


| of the United States, and to report whether any and 


Mr. CONKLING. I beg my honorable friend || 


to hear me express my surprise that he should 
make such a declaration as that in regard to 
| begto put him right on that subject, and 
to sayto him that it is new to my apprehension 
that when a Senator offers a resolution direct- 
ing inquiry to be made in some flagrant case, 
that implies that there he thinks investigation 
shouldstop; in other words, having nominated 


me 
iit. 


one 
thereby implies that no other case should be. 
Now | wish, once for all, to commit myself to 
my friend and to his friends in this Chamber, 
hy saying that as often as he or any other mem- 
ber of the body will propose any investigation, 
aithed at either individuals or officials, or if 
that is asking a responsibility to be assumed 
which may be regarded as disagreeable, when- 
ever any one will point out any field, will des- 
gnate any branch of the public service, any 
matter or thing which he desires to be invest- 
igated, | will go with him to the very verge 
and vote for the most radical, sweeping, and 
searching investigation which he knows how 
to contrive. Therefore, | beg my honorable 
friend never to suppose of me again, when I 
offer a resolution directing that an investiga- 
tion be had of an instance in which one cul- 
prit has appeared and in which there may 
be others behind, that I thereby intend in any 
Way to indicate that other investigations ought 
not to occur, and that I will not vote for them 
cheerfully, 

Mr. BAYARD. I rejoice over, I will not 
‘ay the reformation of the honorable Senator 
from New York 

Mr. CONKLING. No; the Senator will 
not say that, because it would be disingennu- 
Ous, 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not call it reforma- 
tion, but I accept his offer, and I shall there- 





case which should be investigated, he | 


| ing the laws under which 


what offices ought to be abolished: whetherany and 
what salaries or allowances ought to be reduced; 
what are the methods of procuring accountability 
in public officers or agents inthe care and disburse- 
ment of public moneys; whether moneys have been 
paid out illegally; whether any officers or agents or 
other persons have been or are employed in the 
public service without authority of law or unneces- 
sarily; and generally how and towhat extent the 
expenses of theservige of the country may and ought 
to be curtailed. 

And also to consider the expediency of se amend- 
appointments tothe pub- 


| lie service are now made as to provide for withdraw- 


ing the public service from being used as an instru- 
ment of political or party patronage. 

That said committee be authorized to sit during 
the recess of Congress, to send for persons and papers, 
and to report by bill or otherwise; and that said 
committee may appoint aclerk. 


There was the proposition, and on that I 
find the name of the honorable Senator re- 
corded in the negative. How can there be on 


| this subject to the minds of plain men any 


doubt as to where the Senator from New York 
stood on that day? I do not know where he 
may stand to-day, and although he may be able 
by that subtilty of logic which he possesses to 
escape- 

Mr. CONKLING. Now, if my friend will 
allow me, I ask him to send me the Globe with 
which he has finished. He seems to be seek- 





| ing to involve me in an inconsistency or con- 
| tradiction, and therefore I beg him to allow me 


| put him right. 


to interpose. 

Mr. BAYARD. I beg the Senator’s pardon. 
I see that the honorable Senator is doing that 
work himself, without my aid or interference. 

Mr. CONKLING. So I observe that the 
Senator sees that as he thinks, and I wish to 
Now, if he will listen to me he 
will not see any such thing, unless he sees that 
which is not to be seen. On the occasion to 
which the Senator refers and | have no look d 
at the record at all) it was proposed in advance, 


. | a resolution being pending creating a standing 
fore present for his vote the amendment of || committee, to petrify what the Senator hasread || tion which undoubtedly would have led to that 


I cannot—probably it is 
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in the rules of the Senate as a part of the stand- 
ing title of that committee. The Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Suerman] and other Senators 
pointed out, as it seemed to me, the inex pedi- 
ency of so doing; and in the argument which 
then occurred it was said—I said myself in my 
seat, and | rather think, as I said it audibly, 
it is upon the record hough I do not stop to 
look—but many Senators said, no one say- 
ingto the contrary, that they would vote for 
instructions, if the committee was formed, as 
broad as these and broader if any could be 
framed. I think 
contrary. 

For myself, as I am upon this point, and my 
friend from Wisconsin [ Mr. Howe] is witness 
to what I am going to say, I beg to make this 
remark: on the first morning when this com- 
mittee was proposed I myself drew up a reso 
lution, which I have in my desk now, and 
showed it to Senators, proposing to offer it, 
raising a committee of this body, deeming a 
joint committee objectionable, with the am 
plest powers, and directing them to investigate. 
That was betore the debate at all. Therefore 
the Senator can readily see that I was never 


1obody has ever said to the 


opposed to this. | was opposed, in the instance 
to which the Senator has referred, to putting 
in the rules of the Senate,to go in the Manual, 
a Standing title of acommuitee to which all this 
should be appended; and therefore 1 voted to 
preserve the resolution of the Senator trom 
Rhode Island as he offered it, that there should 
be added to the list of Senate committees a 
Committee and Investiga 
tion, so that the list would read symmetrically : 
a Committee on Finance, a Committee on the 
Judiciary, a Committee on Foreign Relations, 
a Committee on Retrenchment and Investiga- 
tion, &e. Forthat I voted, in the same breath 
declaring that I would vote for the broadest 


on Retrenchment 


and most searching instructions to be given to 
that committee, and to empower it to sweep 


tiie whole range of the publie service and visit 
every domain in which it was alleged corrup 
tion might exist. 

Theretore | think that my friend will do me 
the justice to say that there is no inconsistency 
in this, but that, on the contrary, the record 
of the Senate shows that there is no monopoly 
of virtue here, but that gentlemen on the one 
side of this Chamber as much as those on the 


| other are willing to have, in the broadest and 


suggest. 


highest and deepest sense, every investigation 
which good faith and integrity of purpose can 
The Senator does not doubt that. 
| know him well enough and he knows me well 
enough to justify me in saying that he does not 


| doubt it. 


Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, a gentle- 
man so thoroughly capable of vindicating him- 
self with such accuracy, such logic, such perfect 


| command of language as we know distinguishes 


| in his own mind, and J 


the honorable Senator from New York, shou! 

surely not call upon so humble an individual 
as myself to testify that he was completely 
consistent in his positions between last Thurs- 
day and to-day. He must 
till cannot say thathe 
has removed from my mind the doubt or the 
conviction which is to-day fortified by my own 


have some doubts 


| eye-sight, by the published record of these 


proceedings in the Globe, that he did most 
distinctly and emphatically vote against the 
most substantial proposition to reach the very 
reform of which he now says he is so warmly 
in favor. There stands the fact. ‘There isthe 
vote. There isthe record. What the gentle- 
man said in his seat—and | know he says a 


| great many things in his seat that sometimes 


do not appear in the Globe—what he whis- 
pered to his colleagues, what he may have 
inferred or intended, it is not for me to know, 

I mer ly 
reiterate what I said, that my honorable triend 
Ne Ww % rk did dist 
day against the infusion into this rule aud {he 
of this committee of a 


for that portion was lost upon me, 
irom 


inctiy vote ou il 


appointment propost- 
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kind of investigation which would have given 
us the facts upon which to base a wholesome 
re rin our civil service. 

Mr, CONKLING. If it is given nowas in- 
tric yt to the committee, will it not answer 
se” If we doit now as imstruc- 

tas well? 

Will the honorable Sena- 


mn, will it not be ju 


Mr. BAYALKD 


tor vote l it a8 a proposition 7? 

Mr. CONKLING. | have tried to make 
ny friend believe that several times. I said 
in the very debate which he is talking about 
that | would vote for it. 

Mr. BAYARD. Andthen he voted againstit. 


Mr. CONKLING. No, Mr. 
did not vote against it. 

Mr. BAYARD lhere 

Mr. CONKLING. A 
committee? 

Mr. BAYARD. I 
fer to the record. When aman produces that, 
its vert The Sen- 
and therefore | will 
let his explat ation stand on the one side, and 
the record of his vote and action stand on the 
other. 

Mr. CONKLING. On the same side. 

Mr. BAYARD. He may get them as near 
as he can: the nearer the better. 

Mr. CONKLING. On the same side. 

Mr. BAYARD. But, Mr. President, as I 
was about to say when interrupted by my hon- 
orable friend from New York, the question to 


President, he 


stands the record. 
instruction to the 


cannot do more than re- 


vy is considered unassailable. 


ator is a learned lawyer, 


be investigated is not so much the subtraction 
from the Treasury by frand of moneys that are 
wrung from ourover-taxed people -that is bad 
enough—but it is for us to know that de- 

faleations have been progressing through a 
series of years without detection or arrest, and 
there by which our 
bitter experience in the past should lead to 
any possibility of detection and prevention of 
detaleations in the future. Why, sir, since this 
debate commenced we find the case of Mr 

Charles Callender, a very custodian of the 
lreasury, the man who was deputed to examine 
into the condition of the national banks and 
re port their soundness to the public, and we 
continued as he has been 
for years in the peculiar confidence of the 
Treasury Department, has been during all these 
same years pursuing a most flagitious and 
fraudulent course in safety, with apparently no 
means whatever of detection until the banks 
and their stockholders who are the victims of 
his fraud are compelled to go into liquidation ; 
and then, and not ull then, is his fraud dis- 
covered. The Iribune said on Thursday : 


seems to be no means 


find that this man, 


“At the very hour this 
bank troubles here were 
istounding fact that Mr. Charles Callender, the 
United Stat bank examiner for this district, has 
been in the habit of borrowing very large sums of 
money from the banks on whose financial condition 
it is his sworn duty to report, and suppressing the 
fact of such loans in his reports, whereon the public 
have accredited these banks as sound! From one 
he had received $75,000, from another fifteen or 
twenty thousand dollars; in each his worthless mem 
orandum cheeks had absolutely been reported and 
counted as legal tender; and it is feared thatthe end 
of the wretched work is not yet reached.” 

When men see such things are possible, 
when they see they are probable, when they 
see that they can exist without any apparent 
means or disposition for their detection, all 
this has led to that feeling of insecurity 
throughout the country which now makes the 
demand for investigation and public reform 
too strong to be sately resisted by any party, 
whatever may be its present majority. It is 
demanded by the public voiee in unmistak- 
able tones. | thank God it is so demanded by 
the public voice, not of one party only, but by 
the better men of both parties, and the coun- 
try will jadge bow it has been responded to in 
this Council Chamber. 

It will not do by empty professions to say 
that you are in favor of reform and yet vote to 
impede, embarriss, and restrict every practical 
step taken to secure the information necessary 
to base itupon. There must be works in this 


debate was going on the 
dragging to light the 


case. There must be acts, not hollow profes- 
sions; and, however ingeniously gentlemen 
may seek to explain away their votes, the mean- 
ing and operation of their votes cannot be gotten 
rid of, and [ do not think will be misunder- 
stood by the common sense of the people of 
this country. 

This demand has been growing since the 
war closed. The period of necessary excite- 
ment in which our whole country was placed 
by the terrible convulsions of civil war en- 
abled men under a patriotic cloak to avail 
themselves of the excitement to enrich them- 
selves at public expense and intrench them- 
selves behind abuses. Gradually, as the excite- 
ment of the war has passed away, as the 
country is resuming once more the sober- 
suited garb of peace, the demand for investi- 
gation, retrenchment, and reform is increasing. 
We saw it early in 1866, in one of the most 
valuable officers in the service of our Govern- 
ment. [refer to the former Special Commis- 
sioner of Revenue, Mr. David A. Wells. His 
party faith was unquestioned—a man of high 
personal character, of remarkable aptitude for 
the position which he occupied; but when he, 


in a non-partisan spirit, in an honest desire for || 


the public good, sought to show you abuses | 


caatied out of your system of revenue ; when 
he, a most genuine and valuable reformer 
x ’ 


made his essay, I ask the Senate, and I ask the | 


country, what was his fate? Was his work 
appreciated? Was his desire for reform met 
in a proper spirit by this Administration ? 
Was he aided in his good work? 
reports were stifled, so far as they could be 
stifled, and he was relieved from his official 
duties immediately upon the expiration of his 
term and just at the time when his services 
and experience were most necessary for the 
welfare of the Government and our people. 
Such was his fate. 
for usefulness which this Administration and 
this Senate cast aside as worthless and as 
interfering with the interests of their political 
party were anxiously and instantly sought by 
the great State of New York, and there his 
talents and abilities, his honesty of purpose, 
_ ive found a due and honorable recognition. 

Under their present Executive the pe sople of 
New York are reaping the rewards and the bene- 
fits of the great ability of Mr. Wells, of which 
the Administration of the Government of the 
United States deliberately deprived the people 
of all the other States. 

The next attempt at reform was by the then 
Secretary of the Interior, Mr. Jacob D. Cox, 
a name that in all sections and j in every party 
of this country is never mentioned but with 
respect. We all know what the result of his 
attempt at reformation was; that when he 
would have saved the poor clerks throughout 
all our Departments of Government from torced 
contributions levied upon their slender salaries 
for the grossest partisan purposes, when he 
endeavored to stand between so corrupting 
and gross an abuse and the victims of such a 
system, what was his fate? Nay, further, when 
he stood between the interests of the United 
States and the notorious claim of Mr. Garra- 
han & Co., what was the result? 

Sir, the same Administration that ejected 
from its councils that wise and just counselor, 
honest man, and genuine reformer, held and 
still holds in its embrace a Postmaster General 
who allowed the claim of Chorpenning, which 
this Senate and the other House unanimously 
voted to disallow, and so declared its allow- 
ance by the Department a trick and a vile fraud 
upon the public Treasury. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


No, sir; his || 


The abilities and capacity | 


Well, sir, other attempts at reform have been | 


made, we are told, (and of the truth of these 
things I speak but as any other witness.) We 
are so told by the public press, and by the re- 
port of a joint select committee, made in March 
last, on retrenchment, of which the honorable 
Senator from New Hampshire was chairman ; 
and, by the way, let me here remark, is it not 


, & cause of surprise and regret that the Senate 
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and the country should lose the benefit of th 
enlarged experience and abilities of thoce 
tlomen who for so many months so ably ¢, 
ducted these investigations? Would it ,, 
have been in consonance with an honest dog... 
for true reform that those who had pr nt 
themselves its able and zealous champj 
should be continued in the exercise of th,:, 
functions? What man in private life will |... 
the benefit of the experience of his coy) 
whether he be legal or medical, in his troy)),. 
of body or estate? And yet so it is, that | 
pains and care, the experience, the inform 
tion derived by those honorable Senators w| 
formed that committee, is entirely disregarded 
and a new committee are to take up this qu ; 
tion de novo, as if nothing had ever been 
proved, nothing had ever been discovered, and 
they are to embark upon an unknown seg 
investigate the broad field of civil service 
our entire family of States. 

The New York custom-house, that vast coy. 
ter of executive patronage, that great gate 
through which the commerce of the Nation 
chiefly pours, the great avenue of our revenye 
from foreign imports, has been made the gy). 
ject of partial investigation ; and what lias 
been the attempt at reform there? What have 
been the results of pointing out to this much. 
lauded Administration the gross abuses thy: 
there existed? Let the debate of the last week 
answer. For, sir, it seems, for some strange 
reason, that a Senator in this Chamber of 
either party cannot arise to denounce abuse jy 
office, corruption and inefficiency i in the civ] 
service of our country, but he is charged j,- 
stantly with a personal attack on the President 
of the United States! 

Sir, that is a most imprudent admission on 
the part of the champions of that official, thai 
fraud in the abstract or concrete, fraud gen- 
eral or special, abuse of executive power, 
abuse of official patronage, cannot be men- 


> gen. 


a 


) 


in 


| tioned but instantly the innuendo is that it is 


| intended for the present Executive. 


And yet 
such is the position in which the champions 
of the Administration have placed their chiet! 
That was the only answer to the very able 


| speech delivered here by the honorable Sena- 


tor from Missouri, [Mr. Scuvurz;] not that his 
facts were not true, not that his deductions 
were not logical and just, but that they con- 
tained some supposed covert attack upon the 
Administration! If gentlemen are wiliing to 
let these quesiions so rest, if they are willing 
to accept such an issue, I, for one, cannot say 
that IL especially regret it, nor that | would not 
be perfectly willing to go before the people of 


| this country upon it, not doubting the result. 


There is in this country undeniably a wide- 
spread suspicion and belief that the tenure of 
civil otlice in the United States is now a mere 
reward for partisan service and a mere weapon 
for party success. [ am one of those whocon- 
sider it most important that that fact should 
be determined one way or the other. ‘I here 


ean be no greater evil to a country inflicted 


than to destroy the confidence of the people 
in those who rule it. Voluntarily, I would 
never do it; not simply for the abstract ques: 
tion of personal justice, or of that injustice 
which would be dishonorable to a man guilty 
of it, but because I consider that the perma- 
nence of our Government, the very substance 
and soul of our institutions, rests upon tbe 
hearty support that the mass of the people of 
our country give to the Government which they 
themselves created, and by which they mean 
to govern themselves. He isno friend to rep- 
resentative government who will allow a sus- 
picion or a stigma to rest upon a represent: 
ative without instant challenge, in order to 
refute it; or, finding the charge true, to drive 
from the public service the official who had 
proved himself unworthy. 

I say, sir, that there isa wide-spread suspi- 
cion and belief of this fact; and it is the duty 
of every representative, no matter whether he 
acts with the political party represented by the 
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Administration or not—it is a duty 


present . 
P ‘ch he owes to himself and to the country— 


demand investigation upon the same prin- 


t t ° 

- 1. that a soldier who is charged with an 
ciple That | ah var 
‘fense against military law does not wait for 
offense ag : 


his involuntary examination, but demands that 
. trial shall at once be given to him, in order 
that his innocence may affirmatively appear. 
Honest men court Investigation ; those who are 
»anscious of guilt alone are afraid of it. When 
sublic officials shrink, or appear to shrink, 
aoe thorough investigation, it is time for the 


. 


public to demand a trial, or discharge the 


party from the trust he holds. ' 

It is very important that the people of this 

country should know the truth of these rumors 
and reports, that they should know how f ir 
there has been authority for many acts by Fed- 
eral officials in which the State governments 
and State affairs have been unlawfully swayed 
hy Federal power. Are they so swayed by 
Federal power? I should liketo ask the senior 
Senator from New York for his experience in 
regard to the late convention held at Syracuse ; 
whether the action of the Republican party of 
the State of New York was not entirely con- 
trolled, admittedly controlled, by men holding 
office under the Federal Government, and 
chiefly in the New York custom-house? The 
{act has been openly declared by the most influ- 
ential organ of that party—I refer to the New 
York Tribune—that the action of the Repub- 
lican party in the State of New York, in regard 
to matters affecting only their own State govern- 
ment, was entirely controlled by the presence in 
that convention of Federal officials, and those 
chiefly under the control and manipula‘ion of 
the then collector of the port of New York. I 
would like to know whether the fact alleged be 
true, and if true, by what authority the late 
Attorney General of the United States, Mr. 
Akerman, undertook to go into the State 
of North Carolina, pending a State canvass 
involving the amendment of the State consti- 
ution, there to intimidate and overawe the 
free vote of that people by telling them that 
afterthey had reformed their constitution, made 
it more acceptable to themselves, even then 
theiraction would be nullified by a recognition 
by the Federal Government of that State gov- 
ernment which had been rejected by the voice 
of their people? If such things can be done 
iu North Carolina, apply the principle else- 
where, and let the people of the northern and 
western States read in the fate of that State what 
necessarily must be their own if such usurpa- 
tions are not instantly checked and frowned 
upon. 

! would wish it known whether executive 
power brings its shadow into this Chamber, 
und whether the independent action of Sen- 
ators representing sovereign States is affected 
by the voice of the Executive; whether that 
voice is heard in the dulcet tones of promised 
reward and increased patronage, or whether 
it has used the threatening tones of vengeance 
to a Senator or to those who have the misfor- 
tune to be his personal friends. Let us know 
the fact, whether such things have been done, 
for these are proper causes of investigation, 
these are the proper subjects for reform, that 
our rulers may be relegated to their proper 
spheres of duty, and men may be taught that 
when they step beyond them they incur the 
displeasure of the people, and no longer can 
retain their position or confidence in service 
under them. ‘There should be a great reform 
incivil service ; and when it is begun the higher 
the officer in default, and the greater his offi 
cial power, the more necessary to guard that 
power and to check its abuse. 

_ The men who are to conduct this investiga- 
tion must be those who will do it without fear 
or favor, and who must not hesitate in their 
searches after abuse. They must not spare 
personal or political friends. They must go 
for the benefit of the country, and they must 


tell the people that that which to-day puts us | 


tions upon the power of the different depart- 
ments of our Government. Order must be 
restored. The limitations and restrictions 
which have been rudely broken down and over 
run by military tastes and habits must be 
reconstructed anew, and reconstructed upon 
their ancient basis. 

Why, sir, have we not already proofs here 
that there is a necessity for investigation and 
reform? Ifa Senator so distinguished for long 
and able service as the senior Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Sumner] cannot form and 
express his individual opinions in regard to 
the policy of annexing a distant island to our 
present possessions; if upou a moderate,sedate, 
statesmanlike expression of dissent, totally 
void of personal offense or intent, he is to be 
(to use the phrase of the power which acted 
upon him) cashiered from his office, disrated, 
excluded’ from the committee upon which he 
had so long served, not only taken from its 
head, but taken from its very composition; he, 
who is by all men in this Chamber admitted 
to be the most competent man by his erudi 
tion, experience, his personal accomplish- 
ments to sit at the head of that committee— 
does not such an abuse need reform? How 
can there be sound, substantial, honest service 
for the country when such acts can be com- 
mitted? And is it not time for us to inquire 
into their cause and check them? 

Nay, further, hisis but onecase. There was 
a like difference of opinion between the Exec- 
utive and honorable Senator from Missouri, 
[Mr. Scuvurz.] He, favoring civil service 
reform, he opposing the annexation of this 
distant island of San Domingo, fiuds not only 
that the executive ear is closed to all his appli- 
cations and official suggestions, but every man 
who has the misfortune to be his personal or 
political friend in Missouri finds that his 
official head rolls in the basket at the beck of 
executive power. 

Sir, whether these facts be true or not is for 
us to examine. It is for such purposes that 
this committee is appointed. Isay, therefore, 
that the members who constitute it should be 
those who consider these things as evils, and 
who are desirous tocheck them, because, with- 
out impugning their own opinions, without 
impugning their motives, certainly they cannot 
be called fit representatives of that spirit of 
reform which I believe animates the American 
people, if they consider acts like those in ac- 
cordance with what is right and constitutional 
and just and safe for the country. The per- 
sonnel of the committee are not to have their 
characters benefited or injured by the mere 
fact of appointment. ‘There is nothing in that. 
It is the question whether or no the committee 
is so framed as to favor these investigations; 
whether they are men known to be opposed to 
abuses, a few of which only have I in a very 
plain manner endeavored to show to this Cham- 
ber, or whether they are men who consider 
that such acts are proper and right, and are 
willing to see them continued in the futureand 
exercised as they have been in the past. 

That is the question which it is for the 
Senate to determine; and it is for the country 
to determine whether in your secret caucus, 
where this committee was prearranged, (whose 
voice we have heard for the first time to day 
in public,) you have arranged it in the spirit 
of effectiveand substantial reform of the myriad 
abuses which are alleged to exist, to some few 
of which, and a very few, I have referred in 
my remarks here; whether the committee has 
been arranged with a view to reform those 
abuses, or whether it contains in its ranks a 
number of gentlemen, however worthy, however 
respected, yet who, by their personal and pecu- 
liar and political views, hold that what bas 
been done is right, and needs, as the Senator 
from Nevada says, no reform at all. I donot 
impugn his motives because he says there is 
no need forreform. The impugning of motive 


is but a poor thing at best, and is blind work || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


| heavens fall? 


That is not it, but such are his views; and the 
country, therefore, knows that the honorable 
Senator from Nevada likes all the things that 
have occurred, and only wants to see more of 
them, ; 

Now, what I say is, do the Senate, and the 
gentlemen who compose the committee as 
part of the Senate, believe, and will the coun- 
try believe, that this committee has been 
organized for the purpose of stretching a 
strong, firm hand into the recesses of power, 
aud ascertaining whether that power has been 
used for pubhe benefit or public injury, 
whether in their examinations thev will be 
checked by fear of injuring their party, 
whether they will be checked by a partial and 
patriotic admiration for the Executive who 
wields this great power of the nation, or 
whether they will do justice though the 
That is the question; and I 


| say that when you ask as to a man’s fitness 


for a committee you are to ask a second 
question, what is the object of the committee? 
here may be as good men as ever breathed 


totally opposed to meddling in any way with the 


present condition of ourcivil service. Ll heard 
the honorable Senator from Indiana the other 


| day reiterate in the Senate a speech that he 


had made somewhere upon the hustings, to 
the effect that he believed our civil service 
was the best on earth, or something equiva- 
lent to that. 

Now, with all respect for that Senator, would 
[ consider that he was the proper man to look 
up the abuses when he in advance says that 
none exist? Certainly not. We know his 
ability; but we know that he is but a man; 
and therefore his opinions, formed as they 
have been, expressed as they have been, would 
necessarily exclude him from that committee. 
A Senator with opinions so formed and ex- 
pressed would not even be permitted to set 


|| upon a jury in # capital case, much less in a 


case like the present,in which men’s opinions 
are not mere opinions but are results in them- 
selves; they are the elements of judgment; 
they are the causes of results. 

Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator allow me 
a word? 

Mr. BAYARD. Certainly. 

Mr. MORTON. Permit me to say to the 
Senator what I have said here before. The 
statement that I believed our civil service was 
the best in the world will be sustained by an 
examination of our civil service now in com 
parison with that of England, France, Ger- 
many, or Russia. I believe that examination 
will show that greater abuses exist in the civil 
service in each of those countries than exist in 
ours; that there is as much integrity in ours 
as in any other; that there is more ability; 
and that there is from one third to one half 
more labor performed by our civil service than 
by any other. But while I have said that, | 
beg leave to remark to the Senator from Dela- 
ware that I have always said, as [ now gay, 
that our civil service is imperfect, it is capable 
of reform, and of great reform, and [ want to 
see it reformed, and I believe that the Admin 
istration and the party in power will reform 
it; but what I deny is the propriety of holding 
it up to the world, as it isall the time held up, 
as being the worst in the world. 1 think it 18 
the best. Ido not mean to say it is perfect, 
because I know it is not; I know it caa be 
reformed, but [| think it is gross injustice to 
the civil service of the United States to pre- 
sent itas the worst in the world, because | 
think, all things considered, it is the best. 

Mr. BAYAKD. Well, Mr. President, the 
honorable Senator from Indiana has only veri 
fied what I said of him just before he rose. 
He has taken the occasion to pass what is with 
him no doubt a very conscientious eulogy upon 
the condition of the public service; and I think 
those who have heard him, and the country at 
large, will be led to believe that he does con- 
sider that this immaculate purity, this large 


in danger is the absence of regard tor limita: || for one man to undertake upon his fellow. || ability, this perfect excellence, has marked and 





mh Ne 


Nach ORR tee Pt ts Spe sere 





166 


t of 1s coun- 
nh, expre j 
| i raid he 
‘ ‘ lan ‘ y of the people 
3 in ¢ nd 
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ion should go on, an 1 not 


f those who hold the opinions 
} ever conscientiously held, which the hon 
e Senator from Indiana has expressed. 
If he starts with that view and belief, he will 
notstrive to robe abuses, because he does not 
consider them abu . pre me that by what 
he says he would consider it proper that the 
Postmaster General ould have allowed the 
claim of Chorpenning, as h d allow it, and 
that no examinat n into that case fturtnuer 
hould be mad \t the same time, 1f he con 
iders tl ey be wa me e possibility cf 
I ! i ivh ft ¥y unde nad om 
his ta we Ul © consider, yet 1 
( j ! loes, b hi i 
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lo re ) ( ma Y itt dm ! 
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nl si pw to ex ithe Un 
ted Ves uncer the pres it Admin's tion 
but. i , n remarks have ex 
tended 1 1 intended when I 
rose | q on ch grave 
Orta ne eve mit there is 80 much to 
bie i w ho to nct j 
) j hat the party with 
wi i | ( j i l $s responsibilities 
ti ( is well as the majority here, 
mid De i! a, bY the addition ot another 
member to this comm e, to take their appro 
priate part in thie proposed mvestigation j 
can foresee labor and dilliculties, and | ean also 
I e how that labor and that difficulty will 
be imm ‘ f | if the majority of the 
( nites ill believe that no abuses do exist 
iat should be remedied, or shall be disposed 
K U 1Ost hings as venial or right 
th n favor of civil service reform, as 
uggested in the resolution of the honorable 
el ! m | 1ois, would desire to see in 
ve gated a l removed 1 ti ist, thers fore, the 
m™ ite will amend this resolution. Lhe re- 
ponsibility of the whole control of this matter 
is with the majority, and | submitto them that 


+ | } 2 ] ‘ > 
at least there should be an additional membet 


to the minority upon the committee, that with- 
out it the examination cannot be made ior the 
greater portion of the time except in th 
absence necessarily of the single Democratic 
mem ber, ; 

Something was said by my honorable friend 
from Ohio in regard to the courtesy and habit 
of the Senate, that the majoriy filled their 
own | laces « nthe committees according LW 
their own views, and submitted the selection 
of the minority to their Opponents, Such 
has been the custom. In the present case | 
regret that it should have been departed from; 
but I find myself on the committee, and, so far 
as | can, I shall be glad to aid in the proper 
objects for which it was created. ButI sav to 
the Senate and to the country in advance that, 
standing now upon the thresholdof a long ses 
sion of Congress, (not in vacation where time 
may be taken, as mine has been for some six 
weeks in the last fall to the great neglect of 
my private affairs, when I was compelled to 
attend on a committee of 


this body in the 
South, 


when it will be simply impossible that 
the attendance of the single Democratic mem- 
ber of the committee can be had during the 
greater portion probably of its sessions. You 
have, by your studious and deliberate compo- 
sition of this committee, already disappointed 
the hopes of the country fora wide-spread and 
substantial reform ; do not also render it impos 
sible for the only Democrat you have selected 
for it to be present during the greater part of 
the session. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. 
dent——— 


Mr. CONKLING. 


Presi- 
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Senator from New Jersey proceeds will he 
ow me one moment? I wish the floor fora 
moment. 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Very well. 
Mr. CONKLING. I do not seek the floor 


in order to oppose the only proposition which 
[ understand to be incorporated in the speech 


on the con- 
trary, I shall be glad to vote to give the minority 
in this Chamber, the Democrats here, another 
member of this committee, and be glad to vote 
also that the selection be left to themselves. 
I seek the floor because the Senator from Dela- 
ware, as I understood him, demanded of me 
specifically to know whether he was or was not 
right in the allegation he made touching a 
recent State convention held in the State of 
New York. 

Mr. BAYARD. No; my remark was 
directed to the senior Senator from New 
York. 

Mr. CONKLING. 


of the Senator from Delaware; 


Then the Senator does 
not wish to know from me how the fact was? 
Mr. BAYARD. 

Senator making the statement, as he seems 
anxious to do so, but I did address my remark 
to the senior Senator from New York. I said 
that probably he may give us some little his- 
tory as to the truth of the allegation to which 
l referred, whether or not the Republican State 
convention of New York was or was not con- 
trolled pretty much by Federal officials from 
the custom-house at New York ? 

Mr. CONK LING. I heard the Senator. I 
see that the Senator ison the floor; I will yield 
to him if he asks me to do so. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Car- 
PENTER in the chair.) ‘he Senator from Dela- 
ware seems to be still on the floor. 

Mr. BAYARD. I had concluded all I 
wished to say. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
the Senator without his requesting me to do so. 

Mr. BAYARD. Well. 

Mr. CONKLING. I will yield to him with 
great pleasure if he wishes me to do so. 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 do desire to apologize 
to the Senator and to the Senate it I have 


without due thought taken the floor during the | 


time the Senator was entitled to it; but in 
ith | found myself during the debate which 
i had just closed so interrupted by my honor- 
able friend from New York that it did not 
eccur to me that he was standing much upon 
form, because he scarcely during that time, as 
{ remember, would permit me to conclude my 
sentence; but I am good-natured, and there- 
fore made no complaint. If I have infringed 
upon the forms of debate in regard to his 
rights I sincerely apologize to him for it. 

Mr. CONKLING. I did interrupt my hon- 
orable friend by his permission, because I relied, 
as | always sately may, upon his courtesy, and 
so he knows he may rely with equal safety upon 
mine I wish, however, to remind him that it 
was hardly worth while for him thus to pro- 
ceed to repeat over again what he had said 
before, while he was in the act of disclaiming 
that he addressed it to me atall. I remind 
him, however, that he did nominate me as the 
senior Senator from New York, as it so hap- 
pens that my term of service here has been 
longer than that of my colleague. He will 
forgive me, therefore, for falling into the error 
of supposing when he spoke of me in that way, 
looking toward me, that he meant me. He 
now authorizes me, if [ wish to make a state- 
ment on this subject, to make it. I beg to 
say to the honorable Senator that I have no 
wish whatever to venture any statement in 
that regard. [think | understand how far out 
of place in this Chamber such topics are, and 
nothing would have induced me to respond in 


a matter of that sort unless I had understood | 
that a direct requisition specifically and indi- | 


vidually was made upon me by my honorable 
friend from Delaware. Iam so in the habit 
of aequiescing in everything that he proposes, 


Before the honorable || and Iam always animated by so lively a dis- 


| have no objection to the | 


I was going to yield to || 
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position to oblige him, that I was wi; 
sacrilice somewhat what I conceived the 
prieties of the occasion in order to gratify 
curiosity in that regard; but as he has 
curiosity which he wishes to be satist, 
me, although I understood him to e¢a\| 
me, I am very glad indeed to take leaye of jj, 
subject, and to restore the floor, with my than). 
to the honorable Senator from New Jergey 
Mr. BAYARD and Mr. FENTON, ‘f,. 
| moment. : 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does 
Senator from New Jersey yield to the Sena 
from Delaware ? 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Yes, sir, 
Mr. BAYARD. It neveris possible for ino 
to associate age with the honorable Sena, 
from New York, Youth and beauty are » 
| entirely his that [ never dreamed of applying 
the phrase ‘‘ senior Senator’ to him. [ Lanel,. 
ter.| But I did turn to the gray hairs of 

| colleague, and I did consider him the sey; 
Senator, but | beg pardon. 

Mr. CONKLING. That is a very good guy 
| ing, one of the best of all the good sayings 
my honorable friend. [ Laughter. | 

Mr. FENTON. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does th, 
Senator from New Jersey yield to the Senut 
from New York? 

Mr. FENTON. Fora moment only. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
few minutes myself. » 

Mr. FENTON. Allow meat this poin 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I am atrai 
| will lead to a long debate if you get intos 
cuse. [ Laughter. } 

Mr. FENTON. I promise my friend { 
New Jersey that I shail occupy the attenti 
of the Senate only foramoment. Their quit 
| of the Senator from Delaware may _ inyoly 
some reply from me; and yet I quite 
with my colleague that it is better not te bri g 
| matters relating to New York political conven 
| tions upon the tloor of the Senate. If it sho 
| seem proper at any time to do so, | shall 
| attempt to show, and [ think [ ean make su 
| a case as will satisty almost every inteliiy 

person, that the fact implied in the inquiry of 
|| the Senator from Delaware is justified by the 
actual truth of the case. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. President. 
I do not propose to attempt in any manner to 
|answer the interesting and skillful politics 
address of the Senator trom Delaware, a grea 
part of which is entirely outside of the presen 
question, as all parties in this Senate havi 
agreed that the part of the resolution of th 
| Senator from Illinois applying to the civil ser 
vice should be stricken out, and that question 
is now in no manner before the Senate. 

{ would say further to my friend from Dela- 
ware, that, if | am not very much mistaken 
| whatever impression may temporarily be mad 
upon the pablic througi the press in reference 
to the Administration and the Republican 
party, this year will not close without the le 
publican party manifesting that they are in 
favor of a thorough reform in the civil service 
of the country, or without the Administration 
being fully vindicated in this regard. 

I rose to say a word in reference to the reso- 
lution which is before the Seuate. I under: 
stand the parliamentary rule insisted on to be 
that it is orderly and courteous to appoint on 
| a committee those who are in favor of th 
| measure presented in the resolution under 
| which it is created. And the fact here is tha! 
| every member proposed for that committe: 
voted for the resolution creating this standing 
Committee on Investigation and Retrenci- 
ment. But while the rule of propriety is ad- 
mitted and insisted upon, we are told that the 
committee should have been nominated from 
those who voted for the resolution antagouizet 
| against the one before us, and which was 
|| defeated in the Senate by a vote of 34 to “I. 
|| It is a singular mode of argument for gentle 


L only want 


|| men to refer to and insist upon @ rule which is 
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ai Z di wank opposition to the objection which is } they could send for any person against whom 
rade to the committee. There is certainly no || they might see proper to preferacharge. That 
amentary reason for selecting the com- || person coul i notsay, ‘I will not te stity against 
- - tee from those who are opposed to the || myself,’’ because we have already passed alaw 
j.eided action of the Senate. || which provides that one shall not be excused 


and every person in the country who reads the 
report can judge just as easily and as correctly 
as the committee could as to the guilt or inno- 
cence of those D irties, 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 





ues fe ° The statement 
u eg sident, this committee is very prop- || from testifying to hisowninfamy. The act of || of the Senator from New Hampshire certain|y 
Of the ee not composed of partisans, but is, carefully | 1862 says: does not conflict with anything that I have 
anks, Bt eel ed from those who have taken no active || “And no witness shall hereafter be allowed to re- said, and I do not see that it in any manner 
ey, part 1n this unpleasant controversy, care at the fuse to coany te any ee or to produc e any i aper || improves the character of this investigation. 
O; <4 » | re} ised that the ie uld be || touching which he shall be examined by either ouse aa Bea ee PO See eee 
One same time being exere , 7 1 9 bli. | of Congress, or any committee of either House, for I am not finding fault with the indivi jual com 
men of integrity and those in whom the public || the reason that his te stimony touching such fact, or || mittee, but 1 am finding fault with the system, 
$1 ® \...econfidence. There would be no difficulty || the produc tion of such paper, may tend to oe 


I hi foot P with the character of the investigation. 
ator - naming Senators on either side who by rea- || 74% °F otherwise render him infamous. Mr. PATTERSON. 


i 


Will the gentleman 
of hair - partisan interest would be fairly 


him once more? 


For a committee permanently to have that || allow me to interrupt 





=  biectionable as members of her committees. | power would be a direct violation of the fourth Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Certainly. 
Tr me The Senator from Delaware shows that he || article of the amendments to the ¢ Seo Mr. PATTERSON. I should like to ask 
nator perfec tly apprec iates the proprie ty of this com- || which declares that— the Senator if he thinks is possible for the 
re 99 mittee be ing non- partisan in its character when || “The right of the people to be secure in their per- || committee to determine absolutely the inno 
lying \ h tells us “that it would be \ very improper to || sons, houses, papers, and effects wgainst unreason- || cence or guilt of a person? Chere is the testi 
Lngh ce upon the committee the Senator from In- || #ble searches and seizures shall not be violated. mony, and that is published to the world, and 
f i : Pia ana { Mr. Morton |] because of that Senator's The people of this country would and should || the gentleman can judge as well as the com 
ej opinions on this subject; and yet he insists that || not tolerate the existence of such a tribunal, || mittee can as to the fact. 
on! this committee there ought to be those who || and no good is to be attained by it. It Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. That is just 
| say i » partisans in thi s controversy. ‘Chis com- || would bea court wanting only the gilded star |! ane I object to. | “ not suppose that this 
rs (if mittee is judicial 1 in its nature. ‘l’o it will be |} of the council hall at Westminster to make it || committee ean without great labor arrive at a 
‘ntrusted important interests, not only of the |} at eeerer weet name asin very fact. There afe judgment in reference to these cases. 
M nation, but of the individual citizen, and || is no necessity for any such power. Let any || Nevertheless, the suspicion is suffered to hang 
» the ‘ every consi ideration of propriety suggests that || Senator rise in his place and propose to sub around the unfortunate persons who come 
¥ it shot al ibe impartial. mit for investigation any fact, any department || before them. This would have been relieved 





As to the suggestion that another Democrat || of the Government, and the Senate will, il the |} by 


e that the 
sh oe be added, I have no objections to voting || proposal meets its approval, confer for that 


person Charge { was innocent when the fact 


. \ 
an acyudication Of tae comm 








nt that it be so. | specific purpose the power of sending for || authorized it. If I had been one of those 
ay let me say why I vote against the res- || persons and papers ; but the fact that the exer- || charged, rather than be subject to an uncer 
* . ition of the Senator from Illinois. It is inti- | cise of this power must meet the approval of || tain accusation I would have thanked the 
d ted on this floor, and by a portion of the || the Senate is a necessary and a most salutary || committee had they pronounced me guilty ; 
.\ press, that those who oppose that measure are | check uponitsuse. Suchanapplication would || then [ might have some opportunity of appeal, 
not in favor of the most thorough investiga- || give notice to all parties, that they might look || of self-vindieation. I would have preferred 
tion of frauds. Sir, that isa most unpalat able | after their rights. such a judgment to the indefinite charge 
ithe charge, that Senators sent here by sovereign || We are told that with good men on thecom- || remaining on the records of the country. 
: ; | . . ° - _— ’ ° } 
piiry a States are disposed to cover up pec alations | mittee this power will not be violated. Mr. || The difficulty is not with the members of the 
oly aud dishonesty and to be sympathizers with || President, this is a Government of law, not || committee. They probably did all that they 
greg = tort-feasors, and thus become as guilty as those || a Governmentof men. A Governmentof men |, undertook to do. They reported that the 
ring who do the wrong. ‘Those, sir, who voted || is one of tyranny. ‘The rights of the people || general-order business in New York ought to 
veu Ye against that resolution will have an opportun- || on this point are chartered in and by the Con- || be reformed, and these lesser issues were let 
| =| ity of showing to the country that it is for no || stitution. It declares that the right of tt mores o- || to be decided by the country—a most unsatis 
shall f) purpose of covering up fraud that they voted || ple to be secure as to their persons and pape factory tribunal on a specilic charge of fraud. 
such rs gainst the resolution of the Senator from || shall not be violated. ‘hose rights do not || | insist that this committee ought only to be 
en 3 liiinois. The Senator from New York, by the || de pend upon the character or disposition of the || see with specific things; that their in 
v ol a resolution he has introduced, has shown that || members - any committee, which may change || stigation ag to those subjects should be 
the he is in favor of full investigation; others will || from year to year or month to month. For | scares that they should report upon the 
‘a do the same. I cannot say that I am now in || these reasons, I could not vote for the resolu- || subject committed to them, and t that we should 
i favor of the resolution of the Senator from || tion of the Senator from Illinois. || not have this wide range of investigation with 
wn 2 inois. I believe that resolution to be in|} We have been told that we did confer upon | 


this inordinate, and, in my opinion, unconsti- 

tutional power of sending tor persons and 
| 

papers — unently coaferred upon them. 


the committee that went to the South to ex- 
amine southern outrages, power to send for 


| 
vi ation of the Constitution of the country, 
and | woul rather bear what charges may for 


ib bas Met = 


sen 4 afew days be brought against me ‘than to do || persons and papers. That was a temporary || Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, 1 am not 
Lave 3 what I believe would be a permanent injury to || committee. It has performed its duty. It || ia at this moment, though some time | 
the r the very frame-work of the Government, was for a specific purpose, and the public || may be, to follow the Senator from New Jer- 


Our standing committees are branches of 


sel were notified just what that purpose was. It || sey on the question of sending for persons and 
tion the Government, The Committee on the Judi- || was not made a permanent branch of the Gov- || papers. I have some very strong convictions 
ciary, of which my friend from Illinois [Mr. || ernment. Itwasvery different from that whic h on that question, and before the camiekaaee 
ela: Trempe LL] has for years been the distin- |} is now proposed. ines what it shall do in any individual case 
cen guished chairman, has in the last ten years It is also urged that no evil has arisen from || I hope it will thoroughly study and digest 
sacl done more to shape the laws and policy of this | the investigations of the Committee on KRe- || the admirable argument of the late Governor 
ce Government, has done more to give civilrights || trenchment in the past; on that point I beg || Andrew and Mr. Sewell, of Boston, on the 
Ca and freedom to the citizen, than all the adjudi- | leave most respectfully to dissent. If any one || precise question now raised by the Senator. | 
Re cations of the Supreme Court. The Commit- || will read the report of that committee he will || sympathized with those distinguished lawyers 
in tee on Finance has preserved the good faith || find that there are many individuals against || at that time, and before we come to any final 
vice of the nation and regulated aright its monetary || whom testimony was admitt: . impugning their || conclusion on an individual case, whether it 
‘on affairs. And now it is proposed to add another || character, casting upon them the smoke of || is against the Ku Klux of the South or against 
important organization by creating the stand- suspicion, ae there was no report from that || corruption at the North, that argument of 
80 ing Commitiee of Investigation and Retrench- || committee whether they were guilty or whether || those distinguished lawyers must be answered. 
Lar. ment, aud the resolution of the Senator from || they were innocent. I say nothing about it now. 
» be Iilinois proposes that the committee shall be || Mr. PATTERSON. Will the gentleman | Nor shall I follow the Senator from New 
on permanently invested with the right of sending || allow me a word? || Jersey in the other topics at present. 1 con 
the for persons and papers. No other standing || Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Certainly. || fine myself to the question betore the Senate, 
di committee of either House of Congress has, || Mr. PATTERSON. ‘The gentleman seems || which is, the committee moved by the Senator 
hat or ever had, any such permanent power. It || to throw out the imputation that the committee | from Rhode Island. _ 
Let has never been claimed or asked for any other || did something quite wrong in not reporting to I should not have said another word but for 
ing committee. The power asked is gigantic, dan- || the Senate whether parties who we re testified || a remark that fell from the Senator from Con 
che santia.and unconstitutional. The committee || against were innocent or guilty. What the || necticut, [Mr. BuckincHam,] who is desig- 
ad- can carry on its investigation in private. It || committee did was just this: in every case nated as the chairman of this committee. | 
the can investigate the affairs of any citizen in ref- || where testimony was brought against individ- || think Senators will agree that the Senator 
om erence to the public service, or in reference to || uals, those individuals were permitted to come || from Connecticut, in the remark he mad ion as 
zed ny of the wide fields opened by the resolu- || before the committee and rebut that testimony, || changed the whole posture of this question. 
was Ua m, without his having counsel, without his || and their testimony was published with the || He will correct me it | am wrong. He stated, 
21. having his witnesses, without his even knowing || testimony against thi m, and it was presented || as I understood, by way of excuse for not ap 
tle- that the investigation is going on. They could || to the Senate in that form and has gone to the || poin ting the Senator from Illinois [| Mr. Trom 
h is traverse the country in vacation and in tera; i! country ta tia fo in; 80 that the whole Senate ; BULL | chair man of the commilttec, the place 
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for which the Senator from Connecticut him- 
self is des ¢ sated, that he had conferred with 


the Senator from I[llin is, and that he found 
it he would not ace ept the plac e. W ny did 
the Senator from Connecticut confer with the 
Senator 1 m Iilinois upon that question ? 
Why did h rise in hb seal he re to state th it 

the Senator from ILinois had declined, unle 
s conscience he felt that the plac belonged 


the Senator from Illinois, and not to him- 

he felt that it belonged to him by 

youu 1} mentary law above the action of ar y 
cancus or any polit combination ? 

But, as the Senator from Connecticut has 

disclosed with r gard to he Senator from Illi- 


nois, | should like to ive a further disclosure 
with re gard to othe Senators I should like 


to know of the Senator from Connecticut 
whether he had any information with regard 
to the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Scut RZ, | 
whether he wou'd accept the place? 

Mr. BUC INGHAM. I had not. 

Mr. SI MNI i. The Senator had not. 
Had the Senator any a ediaiae ion with regard 
o the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr 
Parrerson,] for several years chairman of 
the Committee on Retrenchment? 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I made no inquiry 
in regard to the disposition of those gentle 
men, whether they desired to be on the com- 
mittee or not 

Mr. SUMNER, Then it comes to this: 
the Senator from Connecticut before taking 
the place as chairman soothed his parliament- 
ary conscience by uscertaining that the Sen 
ator from Illinois would not accept the place, 
but om conscience did not require him t » go 
further and ascertain whetber the Senator from 
Missouri would take the place, whether the 
Senator from New Hampshire would take the 

ace, or whether any other Senator who had 
wen active on this floor in pressing this inquiry 
would take the place. The Senator by his own 
confession would not take the place from tin 
Senator from Iilinois. When the Senator made 
that admission he admitted the title by parlia- 
mentary usage of the Senator from Illinois, 
and I say by the same admission he admitted 
the title of those other Senators whom I have 
mentioned. ‘They had taken an active partin 
this business ; they had led in it. 

Iam not to be put aside by any que stion of 
form as to which resolution was adopted and 
which was not. That is not the question. 
From words let us ascend to things. The 
thing was an inquiry into abuses under the Gov- 
ernment. All else was mere language, mere 
words, ‘‘leather and prunella,’’ represented 
by the Senator from New Jersey. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I come from a 
leather country. 

Mr. SUMNER, Very well. N WwW I wish 
to bring the Senate back to the pre » ques- 
tion on this committee: is it constituted ac 
cording to parliamentary usage? | have the 
testimony in open Senate ¢ f the Senator from 
Connecticut, designated for the chairman hip, 
that it is not so constituted. At any rate, I 
cannot explain the admission he made except 
by the idea that he felt that the place for which 
he was designated was not the place that be- 
longed to him; that by parliamentary usage it 
belonged to another. I say this with infinite 
respect for thatSenator, whose integrity, whose 
purity, whose may re s) mplicity ot nature has 
my admiration; but | do say that the Senator 
from Connecticut has put eats into a false 
position, especially when he admits in open 
Senate that the place belonged to the Senator 
from Iilinois rather =e an to himself, for by the 
same tokendid it belong also to other Senators 
before it could be given to the Senator from 
Connecticut. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have participated in no 
way in the debates which have grown up in the 
discussion of the question now before the Sen- 
ate, and indeed it was my purpose to say no 


y 
s ngle word upon rt, but upon the qu sti0n of 


been, in my judgment, so much of error, par- || I think, sir, when you look at this may: 
icularly in the assumptions of the Senator from | carefully, you will see that when 
Massachusetts, that [ have been provoked to || tuted a standing committee of this body. 
bh eak my silence. 

President, 
and what is 
submitted a resolution of chairman or eligible for a position 
That was | that committee; for Ido not understsnd , 
was to be a committee || there is one single Senator here Oppose dito 
duratic on, and not, like one of the | investigation, and [ tell Senators on the ot! 
calculated side that we will have a friendly contest wi 


ing to them to see who shall go farthest and be t} 
a spec Ge Su tbjec et 


es of the Censte, 
aa Sitcoat to be perpe ‘tual. 
parliamentar 
ref a spe cific committee elected for || itis some »what offensive to us when they assup 
it is assumed that the member | to be, par excellence, the only individuals }, 
moving it shall be made its chairman, and it || who are in favor of investigation. They ma, 
is further assumed, as Jefferson lays it down, || assume that when they shall find we are dere|;,; 
that the committee as a whole shall be favor- || in our duty, and only when that is found, 

able to the consideration and discussion of the || One word more. I have already 
ubje ct. submitted to it. 


What was done by the || | believed—such was my Cee 
34 to 21, or something || would be more thorough. A single commit 

j joint || of this body, charged with investigating frauds 
‘committee for a special purpose limited || and peculations through the whole extent of 


COU MBULL. 


committee. 
resolution standing committee of || to the various committees those subjects that 
and upon that proposition we voted, || appropriately belong to them, and bring 
we | those committees in aid of this very one, in- 
was my under- || stead of creating one committee which shall 
I say it is a play upon words that || have the sole jurisdiction of all matters that 
t worthy of the Senator from [ilinois to | shall be suggested, or that it shall be found 


say that we did not vote upon that proposition || necessary to investigate. 
and did not vote understandingly. 


voted the other down. 


been adopted it would have 


ator from Illinois to be its chairman. 


upon this floor to 


approp riate ly 

are commit ed to them. 
it; and you, Mr. | 
TER in the chair, ] or any other Senator in this || posed shou!d be arraigned before the Senate of 
as appropriately be made chair 
any other Senator. 


body, might 
man of that committee as 
When the Senate declared that they would not 
ct committee, 


have a joint 
committee 


t was created, 


There was no 


them, as all other committees 
opinion upon « 
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We Cone 


} We 
were bound to procs ed to the election or sel, 


let me in a very few tion of that standing committee precis ely 
wealnt state the facts in this case and see what | the same way and manuer that we ele 
the parliamentary law | other st: anding committees, and this, | thi 
The Senator from | made every Senator eligible for the J 
to this body 
iting a joint special committee. 
one pro} osition. 


limited in its 


posit 
uy 
Lug 


) at 


t is | most thorough in this matter; and [ tell ti 


a 


taken more 


Your parliamentary | of the time of the Senate than I proposed ty 
law stops there, and extends not one single || do. I voted for a standing committee be: 
inch or word beyond. 


Ause 


the country, might be burdened, if a hundred:) 


no || part of the aliegations made were true, with 
te on the proposition to create a joint com- || duties of which ‘they could perform but a very 
We took up the other resolution. 


HAMLIN. 


small proportion; but in constituting this 


That isa mere play upon || standing committee you have left open every 
iardly worthy of the distinguished Sen- || other committee to which may be appropri- 
inoi He made a proposition to | ately referred questions of a kindred character, 
friend || You may theretore distribute more broadly the 
Island proposed in its place a | subjects of the investigation if you will ref 


1eT 


bth 


I think, therefore, that we who support th 


Then we disposed of the question of ajoint || proposition for a standing committee stand 
I concede that if that had || upon higher and broader ground, and [| tell 
entitled the Sen- || Senators on the other side now that in every 
We | fraud or peculation, from the smallest to tl 
, Which entitled | largest, he must be swift who will go furtl 
its chairman- || or faster than we upon this side of the Cham- 
| ship save upon one general principle of par- || ber will go, and when it shall be found that we 
oe iry law that you will fre ime your. com- | fail in our duty, then, and then only, will Sen 
i j that | ators have a right to complain. 
That i is all there is Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President, I am sur 


prived that the committee which has been pro- 


the United Statesas not being a suitable com- 
mittee for the prosecution of this investigation, 
for that is really the state of the case as it now 


but would have || stands. The Senator from Massachuset's ar 
standing committee, all that was requisite 
to constitute that j 


raigns the Senator from Connecticut as not per 


a | haps suitable to fill the position of chairman of 
manner as would favor the general object and || the committee. Task the Senate and the country 
the general subjects for v i 


and those subjects which shoul 11 be referred to 
That was the whol: 
ing more in 
of man to tell what 


ifthere isa man in the Senate or in the United 
States who could have been chosen better fitted 


th- | to fill such a position than the honorable Sen- 
It was not within the power | ator from Connecticut? His strict integrity, 


ight be the individual | his business capacity, his energy, his unswerv- 
opinion of those varions members upon all the 


variety of subjects that might be referred to it. 
lake the Committee on the Judiciary. 


ing fidelity to the duties imposed upon him, 
make his appointment peculiarly appropriate 


Certain | I should liketo ask alsoifa more faithful man 


questions of a legal character are submittedto | could be found for the performance of such 
that committee for their investigation and re- 


port, and you will find that committee aoe 
in Opinion upon those questions, 
Committee on Retrenchment. 
tions will be re fer red to th: itcomm iitee, a com- 
mittee generally in favor of the general pur- 
pose for which it is appointed, and you will || the prevalence of the fevers that raged in 
find the members of that committee divided in || that country. 
opinion upon subjects that are committed to The Senator from Massachusetts also arr tigns 
are divided in | this committee as a committee not suited to 
uestions committed to them. | 
There was therefore no rule by which you || should like to ask if that Senator or any othei 
should constitute a standing committee that 
should have a previously formed opinion upon 
| all questions that would be submitted rer | in puiting down abuses than the Senators 
for no man could tell what would be the sub 
the constitution of this committee chore has || jects that would in the end be referred tothem. | 


duties than my friend from Indiana, [Mi 
Pratr,| who during the past summer bas 


he || labored throaghout the South in the i ‘esti 
Various ques- || gation of outrages committed there, a: i who 


did not seek to evade the responsibility that 
was imposed upon him during the heat and 


ub 


the work that it is instructed to perform. 


| Senator on that side of the question more 
truly represents the interests of this country 


H who have been chosen as members of this 
committee? 


ea 
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Among other things in the resolution offered 
bv the ( ; 
were instructed to inquire— 


Generally how and to what extent the expenses 
f the service of the country may and ought to be 
curtailed. } 

In the face of this resolution, we had the 
consten feats Massachusetts urging a bill here 
the other day to give ten hours’ pay to persons 
who had only worked eight hours. The Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts 1s In favor of taxing 
the men of this country who work ten, twelve, 
and fourteen hours daily to pay people in Mas- 
eachusetts working for the Government full 
pay for eight hours’ labor. He is in favor of 
taxing the farmers of the western prairies and 
the mechanics throughout the country, who 
work for their daily bread and to supply their 
families, to supply the necessaries to carry on 
polit eal warfare. 


What does the next portion of this resolu- | 


tion provide? It provides that this committee 
shail ulso consider the expediency of so amend 
ing the laws under which appointments to the 
ablie service are now made as to provide ‘‘ for 
withdrawing the public service from being 
used as an instrument of political or party 
yatronage.”’ 

What is that eight-hour law but ‘‘an instru- 
ment for political and party patronage?’’ Is 
jt not for the purpose of giving places to per- 


sons who seek employment in the Government 


avd allowing them to work eight hours, pay- 
ing them for ten hours’ labor? It seems to me 
that the Senator from Massachusetts ought to 
have sustained the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Illinois to that bill to repeal the 
eight hour law. It is true he afterward with 
drew his amendment, but the Senator from 
Connecticut [Mr. Ferry] renewed it. It may 
be necessary to refer that bill to the Commit- 
tee on Retrenchment. Would the Senator 
from Massachusetts be more suitable for the 
investigation of that question than the Senator 
rom Connecticut, [Mr. Bucuincuam,] who, I 
believe, favors the repeal of the eight-hour 
law ? 

Sir, it seems to me that this opportunity has 
been taken advantage of to make an assault 


upon those Senators who voted for creating a | 


standing committee, an assauit entirely unjust 
and unwerthy of the gentlemen who make it. 
If we desire to reform abuses we will support 
any measures that may be presented at any 
time for reducing the operations or the ex- 
penses of this Government in whatever Depart- 
ment it may be, or wherever that labor may be 
situated, whether in Massachusetts or in any 
other State. 


It seems to me that it isnecessary forus now | 


to commence a revolution in this respect. I 


desire to go as far as any other gentleman in | 
prosecuting these investigations; but [| have | 


been of the belief that a standing committee 


of the Senate would be more efficent and | 
less unwieldy than a joint committee. For | 


that reason I favored astandingcommitiee. i 
am in favor of giving them all the necessary 
powers to prosecute, during this session of 
Congress, these investigations in every way, 
to give them power to send for persons and 


papers, if that is deemed necessary, but I do | 


not believe that that power should be perma- 
nently lodged with such acommittee. Lt might 
be abused. My impression has been that it 
would be better to instruct the committee by 
resolution to investigate into charges that 
may be preferred, and direct them to proceed 
at once with the investigation of such charges. 


The resolution of the Senator from Illinois | 


covers a large extent of ground. It does not 
direct the committee to commence at any par 
ticular poiut. Under it the committee could 


pass by the abuses which exist now, and which | 


we desire to have investigated immediately, 
that we may see what checks and guards can 
be thrown around the Departments to prevent 
peculation and fraud. 
that this committee should be instructed to 


Senator from Illinois the committee 


| shall have no objection to that. 





| tion of this committee. 


|| istration 


| the Administration would have done 
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| investigate the defalcation in the Treasury 


Department, to see what checks and guards 
can be provided against robbery of that Depart- 


ment; and I think they should be directed to | 


examine, as proposed by the Senator from New 
York, the Hodge defalcation. That investiga- 
tion should be proceeded with at once. I do 
not suppose that it is contemplated that this 
committee should go to distant portions of the 
country to search out some abuses there and 
leave these unchallenged and unexamined. 
Therefore I have thought it better that we 


| should by resolution direct the examination 


by the committee of certain specific abuses 
that we know of, rather than to have them 


searching out those that we know not of. 


For these reasons | have been inclined to 
vote for a standing committee, believing that 
it would be better and more efficient than a 
joint committee. 1 shall therefore vote for 
the appointment of this commiitee as it now 
stands. If it is deemed necessary to give 
another Democrat an opportunity upon the 
committee to examine into any abuses that 
they may desire to examine into, | certainly 
I court investi- 
gation. and I presume the Administration court 
investigation. We know that they desire to 
prevent corruption. If Senators on the other 


side will name any specific abuses, we wiil | 


appoint as many committees as they desire to 
investigate them; but where general charges 
are made without specific abuses being pointed 
out, it is difficult for a committee to roam over 
this entire extent of country and search them 
out. I hope, therefore, that this committee 
will be appointed, and that we shall proceed 
with this examination. 

Mr. LOGAN obtained the floor. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Will the gentleman 
allow me one moment? 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I have been trying 


| ever since the Senator from New Jersey spoke 
| to get an opportunity to reply to him, but I 


have not been able to get the ear of the Chair. 

I do not rise to complain of the organiza 
am perfectly satis 
fied with the committee as it stands. They 
are good men, able men, thorough men, and 
if they have sufficient power given them | 
have not a doubt they will do their work well. 
I am perfectly willing that they should go over 


| allthe work that the old Committee on Re 


trenchment have gone over, if that is thought 
best. lam sure if they are honest men, as I 


| know they are, and have sufficient power given 


them, that they will come to precisely the same 
conelusion which the old committee came to 
on all these matters, and I kave no fears or 
anxieties on that point. 

The Senator from Massachusetts alluded to 
me as not having been put upon the com 
mittee. I did not wantt» go onthe commiitee- 
Lam perfectly satisfied not to be on the com. 
mittee. I have had enough of that kind of 
work, and | am very glad that other gentlemen 
have been put upon the committee to do that 
work in the future. So much for tliat. 


[he old committee were organized. as has | 


been said, under the andministration of Andrew 
Johnson; but they were reorganized under the 
administration of President Grant, and there 
were no fears entertained at the reorganiza- 
tion of the committee that the present Admin- 
would suffer, and | do not think 
that the present Administration ever has suf- 
fered by the investigations of the committee. 
I believe that this Administration is willing 
and anxious to have all rogues rooted out ot 
public places, and I think that the friends of 
better 
for the Administration if they had stopped 
discussion at the beginning and accepted the 
resolutions when they were offered here, and 


|| allowed the committee to be organized with 
|| the largest possible powers, as a mere matter 
I think it is necessary | 


of policy, to say nothing more. 
Geutleweu say that this committee must 
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have no more power than other standing com- 
mittees of the Senate. Why, sir, the ob- 
jects of the committee are entirely different 
from those of the Judiciary Committee or the 
Finance Commitiee. They have not needed 
the power to send for persons and papers, or 
to administer oaths; but this committee must 
be divided up into sub-committees, and each 
member of the sub-committees mast have 
the power to administer oaths to the witnesses 
who shall be brought before the sub-commit 
tees. Besides, this committee will have to in- 
vestigate frauds, not in Washington simply, 
but in all parts of the country where there are 
custom-houses or other otlices of the Govern- 
ment, and it will be cheaper for the Govern- 
ment to have them go where the frauds are 
perpetrated, or where the frauds are alleged 
to be perpetrated, than to sit down and bring 
the whole country to you from California, and 
Florida, and elsewhere. It is cheaper, it is 
better every way, that the committee should 
go where the frauds are and investigate the 
frauds there, and nowhere else. 

Why, sir, these frauds have sprung up, not 
because this or that Administration happened 
to be in power, but because the war brought on 
large disbursements of money, and to some 
extent an irresponsibility in the disbursement 
of mouey. Itis for this reason that these frauds 
have sprung up which characterize our time, 
Tiey would have characterized our time under 
any Administration and all Administrations. 
It is simply an incident of the times, and | say 
it is the duty of this Administration, and irs 
privilege, to see that these evils which are in 
cident to the time are rooted up, and that our 
administration should not suffer by allowin: 
them to remain 


g 
Therefore I say 
give the largest liberty of investigation. 

Now, sir, one word in relation to what the 
Senator from New Jersey said in respect to 
the action of the old committee, that a taint 
had been thrown around the character of some 
parties by the testimony which had been given. 
In that matter the committee did precisely 
as every other committee does. Here were 
alleged frauds in New York, and it was stated 
to the committee that certain parties had been 
engaged in those frauds. What could the 
committee do but receive testimony from the 
parties who professed to know the facts in the 
case? And then we brought the parties before 
the committee against whom these allegations 
had been made, and they were allowed to 
testify. That is what is always done by every 
commi:tee that ever investigated frauds on the 
part of the Government. 

But, sir, | should like to say to that Senator 
that the facts are that most of the frauds were 
testified to bythe parties who committed them 
under oath. Inspectors came before the com 
mittee and alleged that in violation of the laws 
of the Jand, in violation of their own oaths, 
they were in the constant habit of taking bribes 
for the discharge of goods from vessels; and 
the agents of the steamship companies who 
imported these goods testified to the commit 
tee that they could not get a vessel discharged 
unless they paid this fraud money to these 
inspectors to get their goods discharged. We 
had evidence also that the men who were dis- 
charging the vessels were in the habit of taking 
money to let goods go free of duty into the 
port of New York. These are the facts, and 
if a suspicion has been thrown about those 
inspectors they may blame themselves for it, 
for they testified under oath that they were 
doing these things. So much for the action 
of the committee. 

It is not a proof that anybody is unfriendly 
to the Administration because he wants these 
evils ferreted out—not at all, sir. It is be- 
cause I am a friend of this Administration that 
1 want the most thorough and searching investi- 
gation. That is one reason why I want it. An- 
other one is, that I desire that this Government 
should be free of all such corruption, 


Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Presideuat— 


covered. 
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RESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


The P 


from Illinois [Mr. LoGan] was entitled to the 
floor. but vielded to the Senator from New 
Hampshire Mr. Parrerson. } 
. SCOTT. I desire only te ellen 
M COT. t only ») mak a 
motion, m to make a speech, 


fhe PRESIDING OFFICER. Willi the 

enator from Illinois yield for that purpose? 

Mr. SCOTT. It is a motion connected with 
the resolution now before the Senate. 

Mr. LOGAN, I have no objection to the 

enator entering a motion if it will not take 
time, 

Mr. SCOTT. I do not propose to debate it 


at all, but wishing to add to the eflicieney of 


_ 


the committee, as well as to accede to the jus- 
tice of the view advanced by the Senator from 
Ly lnware with reterence to the addition of 


iority to the com- 
nsulted with him and some 
of his associat ipon the floor, and they have 


agreed in naming a gent 


ot er member ot the mit 


leman of the minority 


to go upon the committee, if it be the sense of 
the Senate to put an additional one on; and 
believing that additional one ought to be 
put on, | move to add the name of the Sen- 


ator from California { Mr. CASSERLY | to the 


committee, 

Mr. CONKLING and others. That is right. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania moves to amend the pend- 
ing resolution by adding the name of Senator 
CASSERLY. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, I have re- 
frained hitherto from saying anything during 
and perhaps it is best that I did 
s0; nor would I now attempt to detain the Sen- 
ate for a moment were it not for the fact that 
this discuss taken such a wide range 

to impress a portion of the coun- 
try at least with the idea that the gentlemen 
who are now favoring the resolution which has 
been adopted, offer bv the Senator from 
Kthode Island, were men in the interest of the 
Administration, and those who voted for the 


this discussion, 


ion ha 
that it seems 


resolution introduced by my colleague were 

men who were desirous of doing an injury to 

the Administration in some way or manner. I 

do not believe this to be true. I know it is not 
rué so far as | am concerned. 

I voted for the resolution of my colleague 
whenever I had an opportunity of doing so, 
and I certainly shall continue to vote for it so 
long as it shall be before the Senate. I voted 
for it for the reason that it was the same reso- 
lution under which we have had a joint com- 
mittee of Congress for more than five years, 
I voted for it also for the reason that [ believed 
it was right. I voted for it in the third place 
because | have always voted for investigations 
of corruption, no matter whether they were 
charged against an Administration which | 
favored or an Administration which I did not 
favor. I voted for it for another reason: I 
did not believe that General Grant, if Ll am 
permitted to use his name—I mean the Presi- 
dent of the United States—was guilty of fraud ; 

1 did not believe that he was guilty of larceny ; 

I did not believe that he was guilty of forgery ; 

I did not believe that he was guilty of abstract- 

ing money, anything of that kind; 

nor did I believe that he was responsible for 

those things which may have occurred, for | 
they might be done by a clerk or a paymaster | 
or some person having charge of money or | 
bonds or any business of the Government. 

Those things might occur under any Adminis- 

tration. Hence, in voting for that resolution, 

and I believe every other Senator was actu- 

ated in the same way, I did not vote for it for 

the reason that I believed the fact would be 

developed that the President of the United | 
States or any one of his Cabinet was dishonest, 

but I voted for it because I believed it was 

right, no matter who might be charged with 

the affairs of this nation. 

But, sir, the attempt was made, see mningly | 
at least, by some Senators to place those of us | 


b nds, or 
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who voted for or advocated that resolution in 


antagonism to the present Administration, as 1 


if they were the only advisers, the only sup- 
porters, the only men in this body who could 
be considered as friendly to the President or 
his administration. Now, sir, let us take the 
history of this resolution and examine it for a 
short time and see what it proves. If the 
country will examine the history of this resolu- 
tion they will see that it proves a very strange 
state of facts produced by the action of Sen- 
ators. First, my colleague introduced a resolu- 
tion proposing a joint “committee. That was 
oppose d, oppost 1 by some gentlemen 
in the Senate who to-day are extravagant in 
their desires to have investigation, ) because it 
would be oppressive, because it woul 1 be wrong 
in every reé spect. Others op posed ji it because 
the res : ition called tor a joint committee, and 
not a committee of this body alone. 

Rote ae let me ask you, what was the 
action in reference to the proposition? It 
was discussed probably for one or two days. 
Then some gentlemen, who had seemingly 


(it was 


. ‘ ° ° . ° | 
opposed investigation, glided very easily into || 


being in favor of investigation. At first they 
it, because it was to be for a joint 
committee. Imf that was the real opposition to 
the resolution, would it not have been very 
easy to offer an amendment making it, instead 
of a joint committee, a committee of the Sen- 
ate? That was not done, however. ‘The res- 
olution of my colleague was not amended. No 
Senator offered to amend it in that way. 

What is the history that follows? By some 
means or other which I will not state another 
resolution was arranged, and that resolution 
was brought into the Senate, providing fora 
anding committee of this body, a Committee 
of Investigation and Retrenchment. That res- 
olution, so far as organizing a committee of 
investigation and retrenchment was concerned, 
was just as strong as the resolution offered by 
my colleague; but it was deemed necessary to 
offer that resolution and pass it in the Senate. 
Why? Because it was better than a part of 
the resolution of my colleague that asked for a 
committee of this kind? No, sir, but because 
it came from some other source, in my judg 
ment. That resolution was adopted by the 
Senate. 

Then my colleague offered a part of his res- 
olution as a resolution of instructions to that 
committee, that the committee should investi- 
gate certain things, certain disorders, certain 
questions in reference to the Departments and 
with reference to the civil service. When he 
offered that resolution he agreed to strike out 
all that referred to the civil service, which 
seemed to be objectionable to some Senators, 
so as to make it merely a resolution of instrue- 
tion. The vote was taken on that resolution 
of instruction, and thirty-five Senators voted 
to lay it on the table, and twenty-four voted to 
adopt it as instructions to the committee. 

What next follows? The debate continues. 
Certain Senators seemingly tried to place cer- 
tain Senators still in antagonism to the Ad- 
ministration, certain papers over the country 
do the same thing, while certain other papers 
take a different view of the case. What then, 
sir? Then another resolution finds 
into the Senate, a resolution not precisely in 
the language of my colleague, but something 
very similar, instructing this committee as to 
what they shall do, not quite as strong as 
the resolution of my colleague, but not com- 
ing from him. After that the committee is 
organized. 

Now, sir, after you got your committee organ- 
ized ; after you got your resolution of instruc- 
tion; after you got their duties defined as to 
what they shall do, where they shall go, how 
they shail act, examine it altogether, and tell 
me what the difference is between that and the 
substance of the resolution offered by my col- 
league. That was all that he asked, and that 
is what you propose to do. If you propose to | 
do it now, why could you not do itat first when | 


opposed 
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its way || 
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| he offered his resolution? Is it because 
tain gentlemen are determined to force , 
other Senators into an antagonistic Positi 
them? Is that the reason? Are certain », 
here determined to control, no matter . 
may sink or who may fall? 

Now, sir, let us go alittle further. Yoy 
going now to investigate, | understand. 
vestigate what? Investigate the custom-] 

| at New York, says one resolution that was 
| troduced to-day. Why not agree to tha: 
first? Why not agree to investigate anyt 
| at first, without having four or five d; ys’ 
cussion, and then arrive at the same co; 
sion that was desired at the start by the » 
tlemen who voted for the resolution of n 
league? 

Oh, but say certain Senators, these rego}, 
tions have the power to send for persons 4 
papers. Well, will some Senator explain ty 
me what benefit this committee will be to tj, 
country without the power to send for pers 
aud papers? Why, sir, when you speak al 
investigating committees, what is an inves; 
gating committee but a committee to exan 
into that which theyare directed—to asceri,'y 
facts? How do you ascertain faeis? Y, 
ascertain facts from testimony. How d 
get testimony before your committees? 
having the power to send for witnesses. \V, 
witnesses are persons. If the evidence is dy 
mentary, they have the power tosend for pay 
Then, by sending for persons and papers, y 
get the testimony upon which you base your 
Opinions, and come to a conclusion as to whut 
is wrong or whether there is any wrong. 
| But Senators say that this power is extra 
| ding ary j this power inust not be given: t/ 
| to say, organize a committee to investigate, 
| but do not give them the power to do it! | 
reminds me of a story that I told in 
Chamber once before of an old judge of 4 
county court who granted the prayer of a pet 
tion asking for a road and a ferry across a 
river. He said, ‘‘ The ferry am granted, and 

the road am not.’’ [Laughter.] The com 
| mittee is permitted to exist, but the power to 
| do anything is taken from it. That is 1 
| argument of some gentlemen here. Your 
committee without the power to send for per- 
sons and papers will amount to nothing; it 
willdo no good; it will be of no advantage 
| to this country, or to anybody. 

Now, another thing I desire to s: ry. Letm 
ask Senators here, why is there suc +h a seeming 
desire on the part of some gentlemen here, and 
a majority, that certain Senators in this Cham- 
ber shall not be permitted to inaugurate any 
reform or to do anything that will be of ad: 
vantage to the country for fear they may ee Q 
the President, or somebody connected \ 
him? Now, I will say a word on that oa 
and I hope I may be pardoned for doing s 
because I certainly have no right to give advice 

perhaps, 


er 
Aid 


a 





inasmuch as | am not considered, 
good authority by certain gentlemen here. |t 
makes very little difference to me whether | 
am so considered or not. I am responsible to 
my constituents, and to nobodyelse. But were 
1 President of the United States to-day, and 
had afriend on this floor that would either 
directly or indirectly attempt to stifle investi- 
gation, | would send for him and tell him that 
his friendship in that direction was not desir- 
| able. Sir, by the action of Senators on this 
floor, in their bitter opposition to these resolu- 
| tions in the Senate and out of the Senate, they 
have donewhat? You have placed the Admin- 
| istration to-day in a worse position than it was 
when this debate first commenced by fifty per 
cent. before the country. 

You, that have tried to be the particular 
friends, and make us the enemies, are to-day 
the enemies of the Administration by your 

| own acts, and have done it such injury as will 
cause the country to believe there is something 
| wrong. Of course there is vo such intention; 
there is no improper motive; but it is the 
| desire of certain men hereto make themselves 
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a » champions of the Administration, when, || that is what the country believes, and you may || my colleague, Senator Ferry, and other Sen- 
Certy ~+hey should champion a cock-fight in the | take the leading papers from every State in || ators fhat 1 could name—some ten or twels 
S1U0n  onner in which they have this Administra- | this Union and you will find some such char what is the matter with these gentlemen? Are 
ten ine on, Lwould ask them to place somebody else || acter given to their articles as does lead the || they honest? Are they dishonest? How is 
Ww 


barge for a moment. [lLaughter.] By || country to believe that the majority here are || it that this Senate ignores these men all the 
. your little meetings and seeking to || doing exactly what they ought not to do. I || time? How is it that they are determined that 
ai a t eve rybody, no man can be an inde- | am sorry that itisso. J am sorry that there is || their resolutions shall never pass? How is it 
+1 dent man in this Senate. Why, sir? If || such a disposition shown here , unwittingly, as | that they are 


bd 


determined that none of them 














D-hous # vote out of the traces the least bit, accord- || a matter of course, but yet it hs is been exhib- || shall be on a committee of this kind ? 
was iy >» toa certain few, you call a caucus on him, || ited in such a way as to satisfy some of us that As | said before, | have nothing to investi 
that | ricuehter;] you willsettle him atonce. Then || there was a little influence here to affect or | gate, no charges to make. I do not know of 
NYtiing sj vou will fide it out to the country that he is || bear down upon certain men who did not hap- || anything myself. 1 know I have no feeling in 
ys “" t not obeying the dictates of a Republican cau- || pen to vote a certain way on some former | the world against anybody in relation to this 
ey : ayg—-a caucus about what? A caucus to || occasion. matter, but 1 want it done right, and that is all 
6 8 advance the interests of the country? No, Now, sir, the question before the Senate is, || I desire. So far as charging me as beivg an 
my co ‘ r. but a caucus to advance the interests of || I understand, on agreeing to this committee || anti-Administration man because I voted for 
: Jividuals and to strike down others; and if || thatyou have reported. Reported from where, || this resolution is concerned, men might as well 
res . man refuses to vote as you direct he is || sir? Well, re ported from an agreement that || charge me with being for the Administration 
ie al a 7 unted out. I must admit that there are not || was made by afew. Now, I want tosay inall || because I did. I said nothing for the Admin 
‘aln tg ; very many gentlemen who like to jump against || candor that [am not aggrieved because I am || istration: L said nothing against it; [ said 
me a caucus. ‘T have alw: ys been strange in my | not on the cominittee. 1 did not expect to || nothing either way. Why should | be charged 
ane ® votions, and especially in not doing what |} be on it. I did not want to be on it. I cer with being against the Administration because 
_ = others try to force me to do; and I say to you | tainly did not ask to be. I have never asked || I voted for resolutions that were iu the interest 
a" - 4 now that I shall vote for the resolutions again || to be onany committee; but, by some strange, || of the Administration? In my judgment if it 
= =: this Senate if they are offered, irrespective || accidental circumstance, no one seems to be || is an honest one, and I believe it is, if it will 
ae : a of caucuses or anything else, because I think on the committee who voted for the resolu not bear investigation it is bot fit to be the 
ame Be it is right. tion offered by the Senator from Iilinois in- |} Administration of the country. [fit ean, and 
~ Fol But to run a party ) you must have a caucus. || structing the committee to do certain tuings. || I believe it can stand investigation, then it i 
roa If some Senator does not vote for a resolution || Why is this so? There were twenty-four Sen- || fit to be. Therefore, sir, | was in favor of the 
ms that some other Senator offers you are to call |; ators in this Chamber who voted for that reso- || resolution, and shall be in favor of it again, 
- _ acaucus. If he votes against something that || lution; there were thirty-five who voted || and I do beg of these Senators of more expe 
Pern, x somebody else bas offered, call a caucus and || against it. ‘There was a m: phority against it, || rience than | have, men whom [ admit are men 
=) 70m  setilehim by your caucus. It reminds me aj) as a matter of course, but the twenty-four || of great ability, and of great wisdom, men of 
aoe Se = x00d deal of school-boys playing marbles, and || who voted for the instructions to the commit- || great political sagacity, men that the country 
= : ne chap in the crowd hi appens to strike || tee were the twenty-four men that voted earn- || looks to as a matter of course to manage these 
7 what they call the ‘middle man”’ alittle more || estly and honestly for the committee to have || affairs—I hope their management will be a 
2 oy centrally than the rest, and they get together || power to do something; and as to the others, || little different in the future, especially if they 
a ind read him out of the game, and take his |; [ do not say that they did not vote just as hon desire to advance the interest of the Republican 
oe arbles and play at the game themselves. || estly ; but these men certainly did vote to give || party and the present Administration. 
ss (Ls aughter.] This is what. you call hone-t the committee power to do something. Now, MESSAGE FROM TILE HOUSE. 
; poli itical action, and every man who does not why out of twenty-lour men who voted for \ cians te the H sail Mnatiieeantl 
_ come up to the mark must be read out,and I || that resolution, do we find but one on this || ,. “ ae eee —— ‘ poees a 
p am one of them. committee of seven? Thirty-five voted against tives, by Mr. Cuinron Lioyn, its Chief ¢ lerk, 
=? Now. sir, 1 do not believe the President of || the resolution, and you find six out of the announced | that the House had passed the 
y ane the United States fears investigation; but yet || thirty-five on the committee. I do not think following bill and joint resol ation 5 In which it 
com OS : : " requested the concurrence of the Senate: 
you have made the country believe he does. || the ratio is equal; it does not seem to ime tha er oa om 7 
yer to os ; ea ed , A bill (H. R. No. 1) to revise, consolidate, 
| do not believe the Secretary of the Treasury || itis. I know that there was no intention about 
3 : . ° ea and amend the statutes relating to the Po 
, ears investigation, or that the Treasurer of | it; the intention was not to exclude any of us : 
Your se aime its Racial 5 knee: asthe 1 d for it £ Raa “toa tt wae || Uftice Department; and 
th nited States does, but you have ma who voted tor 1t from the committee; it was =. : . : is ea 
— the itry believe they do. T do not believe erely by accident, [laughter}] but the acci A joint resolution (H. R. No. 65) relating 
g3 a aren . eet - y he limitation of steam pressure on towing 
. » any of these Departments fear investigation, |! dent happened to strike only one way. tO She Fite OF ee a ee 
— é but to-day the country believes they do fearit. || This committee is an honorable commilte e and freight boats on the Mississippi river and 
8 its tributaries. 
< 2 Why do they believe it?) They be ‘lieve it be- || this committee is made up of honorable gen- i —— 
ae : cause the course of the majority of you Repub- || tlemen, because all Senators are houorable || SENATOR FROM GEORGTA. 
nt. ‘ licans here has made them believe it. gentlemen. | Laughter. | It is made up, too. |} Mr. CARPENTER, from the Committee 
ee . i There are dishonest men in office. Is there of gentlemen whose private charactersare good on Privileges and Elections, to whom were re 
wal a a Republican Senator here to-day who will | in and out of the Senate; gentlemen against ferred the credentials of Foster Blodgett and 
a 3 say that every officer appointed by this Admin- | whom I have nota word to say, and gentlemen Thomas M. Norwood, each claiming a seat as 
A istration isan honest man? It would be very || for whom [ have the highest respect. but, at |; Senator from the State of Georgia for the term 
with strange if it were 80, and it would be very || the same time that it is made up of gentlemen || which commenced March 4, 1871, submitted a 
Ba strange ifany President could appointall honest | of that character, of honor, and of ability, and | report thereon, accompanied by the following 
ap ’ men when they are recommended to him by || of integrity, | do not know whether the making || resolution: 
Saar everybody. Hundreds of the appointees the || of it up reflects very much credit on us. | Resolved, That Thomas M. Norwoodis entitled t 
oe President never sees. He cannot be respons- | do not know whether the five men, or the four || a seat in the Senate asa Senator from the Stat . of 
a 4 ible for all of themif they are dishonest, but | men, or the three men that selected this com- || Georgia for the term commencing Mareh 4, 1871, 
it Es “0 - . , } and that he be admitted to the same. 
at F he may if they are proved to bedishonestand | mittee—because they were not selected by The renort was ordered to lie on the table 
‘a i notturned out. If that isthe case, who should | everybody here; I think about five is the num- ai te oe ae 
stb fear investigation? Nobody ; and j if you have | ber in this Senate that does generally the busi- || ers TEAM TOW-BOATS 
a dishonest men in the Republican party, turn | ness of the Senate, as far as arranging things | ade - — ae ; 
ae FE them out. That is what you oughttodo. It is conc -rned—about five, (laughter ;] four or | Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to ask the con- 
-ati- is what every party ought todo. But how are | five; [| may not be correct in the number, b it || sent of the Senate to pass a resolution lying 
re you going to turn them out? There is butone | not over five. (Laughter. ] I have no partic- || on the table. ey ee 
ie way, and that is to scrutinize their conduct, || ular objection to that ; but I do think; and I Che I RESIDING OF hk IC ER, (Mr. ( ARPEN 
this investigate their acts, and if you suspect | call the attention of Senators to it, thecountry | TER In the chair.) The Chair will lay before 
; them, investigate and ascertain whether the +y || will take just about this view of it: the country || the Senate a resolution received from the 
wel have been dishonest, and if so, notify the Ad- | will say there is something, we do not kuow || House of Representatives. 
vd ministration, and let. them be removed atonce, | what it is, but there is something about this The joint resolution (H. R. No, 65) relating 
a and punished also if crimes are committed. | that is strange to us. to the limitation of steam pressure on towin , 
- That is what every party ought to do, if they Here are seven excellent gentlemen selected and freight boats on the Mis issi ypi river and 
ad would keep their party organization respects able || to investigate something—to investigate what ? | its tributaries was read by its tit 
before the country. Nobody knows. But everybody thiuks there Mr. SHERMAN. I ask that it be read at 
But the conduct of the majority here has |! is something, and they will begin to ask this |) length, and I desire, by unanimous consent, to 
been of such a character as to iead the country | question: how is this committee made up? || have it passed now. 
to believe that there are dishonest men, that || Here are ten or twelve Republicans, at least The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
fs there are thieves connected with this Admin- | gentlemen who claim to be Le publicans, that || objection ? - : ; 
oe istration, and that you are so afraid that they vote one way and abo it twelve or fourteen Mr. E 2D MI NDS. Has it been referred toa 
‘he will come to light that you attempt to smother || Democrats voting the same way . W bat is th : committee e ae eae 
ie investigation. ‘he country believes that. I matter with these twelve Republicaus? Who | Ihe PRESIDING OFFICER. It has not. 


do not say it is true by avy means; but I say || are they? Senator Sumnen, Senator Witson, || Mr. SHERMAN. It bas been practically. 
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The chairman of the Committee on Commerce 
has examined the matter. It merely suspends 
for six months a restriction as to barges on the 
Mississippi river, a restriction that is perfectly 
impossible. It has passed the House of Kep- 
resentatives. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I will state that it is 


fully understood. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to the present consideration of this 


nt resolution? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. CHANDLER. IJ think there 
tion to it. 

Ihe Chief Clerk 
as follows: 


Resolved, &c., That the provisions of the act enti- 
tled ** Anact to provide forthe better security of life 
on vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam,’’ 
&c., approved February 28, 1871, so far as they relate 
to the limitation ofsteam pressure ofsteamboats used 
exclusively for towing and carrying freight on the 
Mississippi riverand its tributaries, are hereby so 
far modified as to institute for such boats one hun- 
dred and fifty pounds of steam pressure in place of 
one hundred and ten pounds, as provided in said 
act, for the standard pressure upon steamboat boil 
ers of forty-two inches diameter and of plates of 
one fourth inch in thickness; but such boats may, 
with the written permit of the supervising inspector 
of the district in which such boats shall carry on 
their business, for a period of six months from and 
after the passage of this jointresolution, be permit- 
tedto carry steam above the standard pressure of 
one hundred and ten pounds, bat not exceoding the 

indard pressure of one hundred and fifty pounds 
to the square inch. 


Mr. CHANDLER. It 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I 
afterthe Committee o 
on this 


( pposition, an 


2 is no objec- 


read the joint resolution, 


applies only to tugs. 


suppose it is useless, 
yielded 
make any 
O Say that I 


n Commerce have 
r anvbody else to 
{ 


1 so I merely rise 


point, I 


think this a bill which ought never to pass. 
To allow to be carried one hundred and fi ty 
pounds tothe square inch on the boiler of 


eo ng except a li Sb ymotive whie a is Ot learnt l, 
and the explosion of which will injure nobody 


butthe people who run it, usually, is, in my opin 


ion, a wrong to the public. The explosion of 
a tug frequent! y enda ers the lives of hun 
dreds of individuals who are not responsible 


for it 


;management; but [suppose it is entirely 
u ele 


38 to object, and I rise merely in order to 
express my dissent from any such proposition. 

Mr. THURMAN. 1 am sure that if my 
friend had seen the tugs which are used on 
the Ohio and Mississippi he would not make 
the statements which he has submitted to the 
Senate. ‘They are most serviceable boats, car- 
rying no passengers, towing barge s, and by 
their use and the towage of the bar; ges they 
reduce the freights on the heavy articles ot 
coal and salt, | should think twenty per cent. 
or nearly so—that is a mere estimate of mine— 
below what they would otherwise be. I think 
the universal feeling on the part of those en- 
gaged in the business, as well as those who are 
their customers, is in favor of this resolution ; 
and it was a mere oversight that it was not 
provided for in the bill of last year. 

Mr. SCOTT. It was believed by those who 
drew that bill, and were instrumental in having 
it passed, that the regulation with reference to 
the pressure upon the steam boilers would not 
upply to steam tug-boats upon the western 
waters. It was not intended to apply to them, 
and the practica! effect of applying it to them 
now is to virtually layan embargo, a blockade, 
upon a very large fleet of tow-boats upon the 
Ohio and Mississippi rivers. I am informed 
by those who are interested in the business that 
there are huudreds of thousands of tons of 
iron ore lying at Carondelet that cannot be 
brought up the river for the reason that this 
restriction imposed upon the steam tow-boats 
disables them in reality from bringing a cargo 
upthe river. I presented this morning a |: arge 
number of petitions from all classes of persons 
interested in this business, asking that this re- 
striction be removed, and since I presented 
them I have received another large bundle of 
vetitions asking that this restriction be removed. 
I'he parties in interest desire that it be removed ; 
and if we adjourn over the Christmas recess 


| any 


great injury on the business interests of the 
Ohio and Mississippi valleys. 

Mr. THURMAN. I ought to have stated 
one fact: that before the passage of this act 
the tug-boats were accustomed to use one 
hundred and sixty pounds of ‘steam to the 
square inch, and | believe I may safely affirm 
that such a thing as a tug-boat exploding on 
the Ohio or Missississipi river never was 
heard of. They are the strongest vessels that 
are built. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
anything will 
sippi river. 


I do not know whether 
explode on the Ohio or Missis- 
I see that there have been some 
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explosions in the West, lately tou, perhaps not | 


exactly on those rivers. 

Mr. THURMAN. They were not tugs. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not say what they 
were. But, Mr. President, everybody who has 
studied the question of navigation by steam, 
and who knows that these tugs go into crowded 
harbors, lying alongside of piers where hun- 
dreds and sometimes thousands of people are 
within the reach of destruction if they do ex- 
plode, will never consent, in order to increase 
the carrying of coal or iron, to exposing the 
lives of citizens to such arisk as thisis. There 
is no difficulty in getting plenty of motive 
power if you adjust your machinery and boilers 
to proper relations to each other, with a pres- 
sure of one hundred pounds instead of one 
hundred and ten, as the law now allows; but 
the trouble is that these people have built their 
boilers so small that they cannot make steam 
fast enough without crowding on a heat that is 
perfectly frightful. 

I, for ove, will never consent, having in 
charge in part the lives as well as the profits 
of the people of the United States, to author- 
ize auy man or set of men to expose the 
lives of their fellow-citizens in the towns and 
in these tows to such immeasurable risk as the 
passage of a bill of this kind will. But, as 1 


the Revision of the Laws. This is & revisg 
of the code; it ought to go to the Comy}, 
on the Revision of the Laws. ™ 

Mr. HAMLIN. Very well. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the bill } 
referred to the Committee on the Rey; 
the Laws. 

The motion was agreed to. 


LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Lask leaye. 
submit the annual report of the Librarian of 
Congress; and I make the ordin: ary moti 
that the usual number of copies be printed 
and five hundred extra copies for he 
the Librarian. 

The motion was agreed to. 

COMMITTEE ON RETRENCHNENT, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The peng 
ing question is on the passage of the Mitel ti 
offered by the Senator from Rhode Island, 
[Mr. AnTHony. ] 

Mr. POOL. [rise to say that if this com 
mittee is raised I shall ask the Senate to excyge 
me from serving upon it, and I think I gh» 
be able to give the Senate reasons for it th 
will induce them to excuse me. I thought j 


ISiOn of 


1On 


Se OQ] 


al 


| proper, perhaps, that I should give that notice 
now before the question is taken, 


suy, after my good friend from Michigan, who 


knows just 
you so, 


as well as I do, and he will tell 
that this is taking a prodigious risk, 
has yielded, I have no expectation that the 
Senate will take my view aboutit. | only wish 
to say that I shall vote against it. 

The joint resolution was reported to the 
Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is 
tion? 

Mr. CONKLING and others. 
be changed toa bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It ought to be changed 
to a bill; we have a law on that subject. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This is a 
House joint resolution, and can only be 
changed by an amendment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Whether it be a House 
resolution or not, we have agreed not to pass 
more. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It ought to be changed 
toa bill and sent back to the House for con- 
currence. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
resolution is subject to amendment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move to amend it so 
as to make it a bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 
{ii nois. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was ordered to a 
read the third time. 


that a joint resolu- 


It ought to 


The joint 


third reading, and 


passage of the bill; 
noes 13. 
So the bill was passed. 
POSTAL LAWS 


The bill (H. R. No. 1) to revise, consolid- 
ate, and amend the statutes relating to the 


which resulted—ayes 33, 


Post Office Department was read twice by its | 


title. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Let that bill be referred to | 


| the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. | 
without granting this relief we inflict a very ‘| 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Webhavea Committee on 


! 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques. 
tion is on the passage of the resolution offerei 
by the Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘That is a resolution to 
appoint certain Senators as the committee, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secre. 
tary will report the resolution. 

The Chief Cierk read the resolution, as fol- 
lows: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Investigation 
and Retrenchment be composed of the following 
Senators: Mr. BuckINGHAM. (chairman,) Mr. Pratt. 
Mr. Howr, Mr. Haru AN, Mr. Stewart, Mr. Pooi, 
Mr. Bayarp, and Mr. CassEerR.Ly. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I move to amend that 
resolution by adding these words: 


And that said Committee of Investigation and 
Retrenchment be instructed to inquire into the ex- 

penditures in all branches of the service of the Uni- 
ted States, and to report whether any and what 
offices ought to be abolished : whether any and what 
salaries or allowances ought to be reduced ; what are 
the methods of procuring accountability in pub 
officers or agents in the care and disbursement ¢ 
public moneys; whether moneys have been paid: 
illegally; whether any officers, or agents, or other 
persons have been, or are, employed in the put 
service without authority of law or unnecessarily ; 
and generally how, and to what extent, the ex- 
penses of the service of the country may and ought 
to be curtailed. 

And also to consider the expediency of so amend- 
ing the laws under which appointments to the publ 
service are now made as to provide for withdr awing 
the public service from being used as an instrum: 
of politic: il or party patronage. 

That said committee be authorized to sit during 
the recess of Congress, to send for persons and papers, 
and to report by bill or otherwise: and that said 
committee may appoint a clerk. 


Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, it has been 
said here to-day that the country believes from 


| what has taken place in the Senate in the course 


of this discussion there is some great corru 

tion existing ia this Administration, and that 
there was a majority of the Republicans in the 
Senate who were afraid to have it investigated, 
and who are working to cover it up. Those 
Senators who have said this may believe it to 


' be true, but I for one desire to say that I think 


the country believes no sucha thing. There 
isa great deal of intelligence in the ¢ ountry, 
and I think the people will put a very differen 


Mr. EDMUNDS asked for a division on the | estimate on this whole procee di ing, and so fa r 


from imputing to the majority of this Se 

a desire to cover up fraud and protect crim: 
inals and to prevent investigation they will 
be apt to suppose that there have been other 
motives and other purposes at work. 

It is rather an ungracious business, I should 
suppose, to attempt to cast suspicion upon any 
of the members of this Senate or a majorily 
of them; and yet it cannot be denied that dar: 
| ing the course of this discussion, from the time it 
| first comme need, there has been a deliberate 
attempt to make an impression upon the coun: 


that the 
rauion 
e | for 
made ¢ 
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try that there were Senators here who were de- 
-jrousof avoiding investigation upon the ground 
that the Administration could not stand invest- 
j7ation. . S ‘ 
©T for one feel that that insinuation, whether 
made directly or indirectly, is unjust, and that 
‘)oee who have appeared to make it have not 
themselves justice and have not given 
chemsclves credit before the country. I im- 
ute nothing to the motives of any Senator ; 
never do that. L never impugn the sin- 
cerity or the patriotism of any Senator; but 
the attempt that has been made in the course 
¢ this discussion to cast suspicion upon the 
majority of this body in my opinion is most 
aniust. it is without evidence to justity it, 
and if it is to have any effect it will be on 
those who made it. 
~ The Senator from Massachusetts remarked 
‘n the opening of this discussion to day that 
there was no person appointed on this com- 
mittee who had voted for investigation in its 
strongest form; I believe I use his language. 
Now, I would like to know, and I would like 
to have that Senator state before I go any fur- 
ther, what foundation there is in any vote 
which has been taken in this body that justi- 
fles that remark. 
Mr. SUMNER. 
reply now ? 
Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir, I wish a reply. 
Mr. SUMNER. I mean that there is no 
Senator on the committee, according to my 


Loos 
aone 


Does the Senator wish a 


knowledge, who has sustained by speech or | 


vote the motion of the Senator from Illinois 
who began this appeal for investigation. The 
Senator from Illinois is not on the committee, 
and none of those who were associated with 
him in urging that important investigation. 
Mr. MORLON. Iso understood the Sen- 
ator; but I wanted to have it distinctly stated 


that he meant that those who voted for the | 


resolution of the Senator from Illinois were 
considered as voting for investigation in the 
strongest form, and that those who did not so 
vote did not vote for investigation in the strong- 
est form, or rather voted aguinst it. 

Now, Mr. President, allow me to call the 
attention of the Senate to what I did once be- 
fore, that, under the resolution of the Senator 
from Illinois, no authority would be conferred 


upon the committee to investigate a single | 


fraud. I make that statement now, and I think 


the Senator from [llinois himself will hardly | 


eontrovert it. I think he hasaccepted that as 
being the true construction of his resolution, 
that that resolution as he first offered it, and 


as he now offers it, does not empower the com- | 


mittee to investigate any fraud. 

Now, what has been said during the course 
of this discussion? It has been said that there 
were great frauds committed in the Adminis- 
tration; that there was rottenness; that there 
was corruption; that this should be ferreted 
out, and the criminals should be brought to 
light; and it has been said that this would be 
brought about by the resolution of the Sen- 
ator trom Illinois. [I say now that that res- 
olution has been sailing here under false colors 
from beginning to end; that it contains no 
authority to investigate frauds, and it is not 
the first time that attention has been called to 
that fact; and yet, because it did not meet 
with the judgment of the majority in the be 
ginning to support that resolution, it has been 
heralded throughout the country that they 
Were disposed to cover up fraud, and that has 
been the broad intimation in this Senate to 
day. Now, I propose to examine that resolu- 
tion, and I will challenge the Senator when I 
am through to controvert the position I take 
in regard toit. The resolution of the Senator 
from Illinois was to raise a joint Commiitee 
on Retrenchment. That was the name of it: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Represent- 
atives concurring,) That a joint select Committee on 
Retrenchment, consisting of four members of the 
Senate and seven members of the House, be ap- 


pointed by the Presiding Officers of the two Houses, 
and that said committee be instructed to inquire 


| 
| 


| 
'} 


| or allowances ought to be reduced.”’ 


into the expenditures in all branches of the service 
of the United States, and to report whether any and 
what offices ought to be abolished. 

Is there any squinting toward an investi- 
gation of fraud in that branch of this reso- 
lution? It is called a Committee on Retrench- 
ment. What does retrenchment mean? Re- 
trenchment of the expenses of the Govern- 
ment means to diminish them. It does not 
ever refer to frauds, but it refers to the aboli- 
tion of offices or to the diminution of expenses ; 
it refers to an alteration of the law or habits 
of the Government in regard to business. Can 
it be pretended that under that branch of this 
resolution there is any authority to investigate 
afraud? Thenextis, ‘‘ whether any and what 
salaries or allowances ought to be reduced.”’ 
That is not an investigation of fraud. That 
is an investigation of law in connection with 
the nature of the business. ‘* What salaries 
Will it 
be claimed that under that branch of the reso- 
lution the committee will have power to investi- 
gate the general-order business as a matter of 
traud, or to investigate the Chorpenning claim 
as a matter of fraud? It does not even look 


| to it by indirection. Whatis the next? ** What 


are the methods of procuring accountability in 


| public officers or agents in the care and dis- 





bursement of public moneys.”’ 


That is simply an examination of the laws | 


under which the businessis done. The inquiry 
is as to what is the method of accountability. 
It makes no reference to the perpetration of 
frauds, makes no reference to plunderings, but 
is simply a question of law in connection with 
the business of the Government. Can it be 
supposed for a single moment that that con- 
templates the investigation of frauds ? 

Again: 

** Whether moneys have been paid out illegally.” 


It has been claimed herctofore that money 
has been paid out after theappropriations have 
been exhausted, and that there have been public 
expenditures made in the course of administra- 
tion that were not authorized by law. ‘This is 
intended to reach that evil, if there be such an 
evil. It does not, even by intendment or indi- 
rection, look to the question of frauds on the 
part of a bank examiner, on the part of a pay- 
master, or on the part of a clerk in the Treas- 
ury Department. It is a question of law, to 
be determined by an examination of the law. 

What is the next? 

‘* Whether any officers, or agents, or other persons, 
have been or are employed in the public service 
without authority of law or unnecessarily.” 

That does not even squint at an examination 
for fraud; but are there persons employed with- 
out authority of law; are there supernumera- 
ries—a question to be determined by looking 
at the law and by looking at the number of 
persons employed, and the purposes for which 
they are employed. 

Mr. PATTERSON, 
me to say a word? 

Mr. MORTON. Certainly. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I ask the Senator if it 
would not be a case of fraud if a person was 
employed illegally by any branch of the Gov- 


Will the Senator allow 


| ernment, and the public money di-bursed to 


pay that individual for such illegal employ- 
ment ? 

Mr. MORTON. There might be a case of 
fraud of that kind; but what [ mean to say 


is that this resolution does not look to the 


| investigation of fraud, but looks to the examin- 


ation of the business of the Departments. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Now, I will ask my 
friend, as he admits that the resolution covers 
that case of fraud, if it is not necessary that 
the committee should have power to send for 
persons and papers in order to ferret out that 
kind of fraud? At any rate, | will say that the 
Committee on Retrenchment, from the moment 
of its inception under the chairmanship of the 


distinguished Senator from Vermont, so inter- 


ul 


preted their powers. 


Mr. MORTON, Very well; it may be that 
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it might be necessary to send for persons and 
papers to find out whether persons have been 
illegally employed; but I undertake to say 
that whenever the committee assumed a gen- 
eral jurisdiction to investigate frauds under 
the pretense of finding out whether persons 
have been illegally employed it was a usurpa- 
tion. [am not meaning to say that the com- 
mittee did investigate under that head. 

Mr. PATTERSON, I will explain to my 
friend. Take a single illustration. It was 
reported that persons were paid, for instance, 
in the custom-house at New York who never 
did any work, and that money was disbursed 
to those individuals as though they were em- 
ployed. Ido not state that such was the fact, 
but | simply say that it was so alleged. Now, 
we had to send for persons and papers in order 
to discover whether that was the fact. 

Mr. MORTON. I am not objecting to that 
criticism. An examination as to whether per- 
sons are employed illegally is a proper subject 
of inquiry, under this resolution; but what I 
mean to say is that that confers no power to 
go into the investigation of frauds such as it 


has been charged we are trying to cover up, 


and that the whole pretense upon that subject 
is false from beginning to end; not that it has 


| been made in any spirit of that sort, but there 
| is no foundation for it in point of fact. 


Now 
I come to the next branch— 


And generally how and to what extent the ex- 
penses of the service of the country may and ought 
to be curtailed. 

Does that look tothe investigation of particu: 
lar cases of fraud, such as the Hodge defalca- 
tion? It instructs the committee to inquire 
how the general expenses of this Government 


' ean be reduced, where they can be lopped off 


here and lopped off there, and does not con- 
template or look to investigations of particu- 
lar cases of fraud where a man was holding 
oflice properly but availed himself of that office 
to commit a fraud, 

I have now read all there is of this resolution 


| except. the mafter of civil service reform, and [ 


| shall come to that ina moment. 
call the attention of my friend from Massacha- 


Now, | wantto 


setts to the fact when he imputes to this Senate 
a purpose to cover up fraud because they did 
not vote for that resolution, that that resolua- 
tion does not on its face contemplate the exam- 
ination of fraud at all. 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘The Senator attributes to 


/ me language which never has fallen trom my 


lips. 


My comment on the appointment of the 
committee was that it was not parliamentary. 
I have said nothing about frauds; the word 
has not fallen from my lips. 

Mr. MORTON. I may, perbaps, in my 
memory have attributed to the Senator remarks 
that fell from others. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator 
against a shadow that he has set up. 

“Mr. MORTON. If the Senator disclaims 


iS arguing 


| that, it is all right; but certainly it has been 


said, time and again, during the course of this 
debate, that the country would understand 
(and gentlemen seemed to desire to have the 
country understand) that because that reso- 


| lution was not voted for it was to prevent the 


examination of fraud; and yet when youcome 
to the resolution you find that there is no 
authority there to examine for frauds. Nearly 
all of the questions submitted by this reso- 
lution are questions of law to be determined 
by an examiuation of the law-books and by 
the records of the Departments. That which 
comes nearest to it is the matter to which the 
Senator from New Hampshire called my atten- 


, tion, the examination as to whether persona 


| 


il 


have been illegally employed, and that does 
not contemplate an examination beyond the 
fact whether there are persons upon the roll 
of any office who have no authority to be there. 

Now, Mr. President, 1 come to the next 
branch of this resolution: 


And also to consider the expediency of so amend- 
ing the laws under which appointments to the publie 
service are now made as to provide for the selection 
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of subordinate officers after due examination by 
proper boards: their continuance in office during 
| terms, unless dismissed upon charges pre- 
i ist i before tribunals designated for 
purpose: and for withdrawing the public ser 
from b ' ias an instrument of political 

1 9} . 10 a oe 
1 | i id tl I believed there was 
for civil service relorm., l am in favor 
re mation as much as any Senator upon 


but I have not talked about it half 


cea are 


much as some, those here who 
m | civil service reform for breakfast, for 
luneh, for unin ak for tea; they live . move, 


i have their being in civil service 
itis the thing of 
now agitating and stirru yy 
very depths. 


retorm, 
that is 
this country to it 


one great all others 


s 
wo of 


]l venture to say that not 


them agree as to what it should be. At the 
last Session of C mgress this question Wis re 
ferred by an act, which I ask the Secretary to 
read, to the President of the United States, in 
this ng language 

Che Chief Clerk read section nine of the act 
of March 3, 1871, as follows: 

That the President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to prescribe such rules and 
regulations for the admission of persons into thecivil 
service of the United States as will best promote the 
efliciency thereof, and ascertain the fitness of each 


latein respect toage, heal 
ind ability tor the branch of service into which 
eeks to enter; and forthis purpose the President 
thorized to employ suitable persons to conduct 
iid inquiries, to prescribe their duties, and to estab 
lish regulations for the conduct of persons who may 
receive appointments in the civil service.” 
Mr. MORTON. 
ject of civil service 
President of the U1 
a commission, 


th, character, knowl 


By that act the whole sub- 
reform was referred to the 
ited States. He appointed 
consisting of five distinguished 
purpose of considering it and 
making a report to him, which report, when 
made, he doubt lay 
!hese men have been in session upon this sub- 
about four months; Iam told they 
are nearly ready to _ ort; but before the re 
port can be in antic pation of it, before 
the world can know rte result of their labors, 
the subject is again to be brought forward in 
ferred to a committee de 
who are to go to work just 
heen done. 

Now, 


not of 


the 


men, for 


will no before C 


ongress, 


ject now 


made, 


Congress, re¢ 


novo, 
as if nothing had 
1 make no imputations myself; 1) 
but I undertake 
impartial observers who have no 
ion with this matter will come to the 
ion that the purpose is to ignore the 
President in this wl hole 

the go-by Impa ob 
it cannot be pre 


the motives of men; 


” \ that 


him 
servers will say, and 


vente ed. and they will say that 


business, to give 


much more readily than they are going to 

ribute to the majority of the Senate the 
covering up of fraud)—impartial observers will 
Sy that apprehensions are entert ined that 
the President will get the credit for civil ser 


vice reform, and that i! 
before he does that 


eet forward 


Is necessary to s tep in 
nd bring ee whole sub- 
in the Senate for and 
if possible endeavor from him. 
What other purpose is there in this? 

Mr. SCHURZ. Willthe Senator from Indi- 
ana allow mea word? 

Mr. MORTON Certainly. 

Mr. SCHURZ (he Senator will remem- 
ber that the ivilservice reform introduced 

and | think during this 

was introduced by the Senator from 
Vermont in front ot me, | Mr. KpMt NDS, | and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ; 
and I am ined to think that the 
Senator himself voted for it. 

Mr. MORTON, Voted for the bill? 

Mr. SCHURZ Voted for referring it. 


agit ition, 
to wrest i 


Oniy Cc 
during this session 


Congr SS, 


somewhat inel 


Mr. MORTON, I do not think we take 
votes on referring very often. Itis occasionally 
done where there is dispute between two 


committees. The Senator ft 
duced a bill of this kind, and I think he gave 
his reason for it at the time; but here from 
the very beginning we find an attempt made to 
instruct a committee to consider this whole 
question and present it to the Senate. 


om Vermont intro- 
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I ask, || new methods adopted. 


what is the object of that? Why cannot these 
gentlemen wait until we have heard from this 


commission? TT] hey have given the subject their 
undivided attention for months. I look for 
their report ah. great interest. I expect to 
find in it much that will instruet me. Five 
able men have turned aside from the other 


pursuits of life and the 
the public and have been considering this ques- 
tion of civil reform; and when they 
port, an attempt is made 
to instruct the committee to go forward and 
examine the whole subject as if nothing had 
been done. Task why they could not have 
waited until that report had been made. Was 
it ee o the President, who had been 
charged by aw of Congress with this very 

aisle to anticipate the whole 


» other questions before 


service 


are nearly ready to re 


subj ct, to 
thing, acting just as if he had taken no steps 
in the matter? 

As I said before, the impartial observer will 
say that apprehensions have been entertained 
that the President will get the credit before 
the country of making great reforms in the 
civil service, and that it is important for polit- 
ical purposes that that should be taken from 
him, and the question brought back into Con- 
gress before he has time to present to the coun- 
try the labors of that commission. I am not 
saying myself that that is the purpose; I cast 
no imputations; but when Senators talk about 
what the country will believe, I tell them the 
country will believe that. And yet, because 
we have not been willing to adopt this resolu- 
tion with the instruction in it that this com- 


mittee shall go forward and examine again the 
whole question of civil service reform, it is to 


go forth to the country that we are trying to 
cover up fraud; that we are trying to protect 
the Administration against examinations that 
it cannot stand, 

Now, Mr. President, in regard to the instruc 
tions contained in the first clause of the 
lution of the Senator from Illinois, they really 
involve, so far as retrenchment is concerned, 
the examination of every branch of the Gov- 
ernment. ‘lhey do not involve the investiga- 
tion of frauds that gentlemen so much 
about. Is discussion indicative of the 
the next campaigu? Is the next 
campaign to be conducted by general charges 
of frauds, and are these general and wholesale 
charges of fraud to take the place of ee 


plesand policy? 


reso- 


talk 
this 


character of 


The Op position being unable 
to present prince iples and policy to the country, 
is the Administration to be borne down by 
wholesale charges. And when it comes to par- 
ticular specifications, they are very few. ‘There 
has been one made during the course of this 
debate in regard to the general-order system in 
the custom-house at New York. 

I suppose it was the expeciation that the 
country would believe that we were atraid to 
have an investigation upon that subject. But 
the Senator from New York has come forward 
this morning, not with a general resolution 
covering all creation, but with a specific reso 
lution instructing the committee to go right to 
this sore point and probe it to the very bot- 
tom; and I will remark right here that this 
general instruction to this Committee on Re- 
trenchment to examine the whole Government 
in regard to the retrenchment of expenses 

omes very near amounting to nothing, because 
it covers entirely too much. It is said that 
it was formerly the practice of the French 


\cademy of Science to instruct a particular | 


member to examine and report to the acad- 
emy upon some particular department of 
science. But upon one occasion they in- 
structed a learned member to report upon 
the mystery of the universe, and his answer 
was, ‘*I shall die before I find out where 
to begin.’’ And here is a committee in- 
structed to examine the whole Administra- 
tion in every department of Government as to 
whether expenses can be retrenched, as to 
whether administration can be reformed and | 
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| tee 


| of administration, 


Government. 
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able to do it; I hope they will be ay 
present to us new light upon every bray, 
of the Government: but they will Not he 
time. One or two things are all they oa, 
during the course of a session. 

Now, Mr. President, | want to say, as 
the Senator from New York this morn: 
[ will go as far as the farthest in the inve 
gation of fraud. Whenever any Senato 
in his place here and asks that any pa " 
branch of this Government, any as OF any 


olficer shall be investigated, and will s say that 
he has reason to believe that there is gro ‘el 
for investigation, I shall vote for it. We sh, 
go as far as the farthest; but I want to cal] : 
attention of the Senate again to the fact tha 
that resolution, about which so much has hem 
said, and which has been presented here ag « 
panacea for all the evils existing in the G 
ernment, does not even by implication auth 
ize the committee to examine a case of frayd 
Now, if you want frand to be examined, yoy 
must change your resolution; you must 
special instructions either upon some part 
ular point, or directing this committee 
investigate wherever they believe there hg 
been e1 there has been plundering, there 
have been frauds committed. This 
would feel authorized under this 
resolution to investigate a single case of 
fraud. The most they are cailed upon 
is to reform the laws, to reform the mod 
to find out whether some 
offices cannot be abolished; whether there cag 
be better systems of accountability adopted 
new cheeks and balances introduced into the 
That. is the scope generally, and 
the scope particularly of that res ylution, And 
vet that has been the excuse for charging th 
majority of this Senate with desiring to cover 
up frand and to pre vent investigation. 

To show that the view of the 





me, 


comm 
not 


resolution | 
4 


am taking to-night is not new with me 
that | cannot be charged with inconsiste: 


by the Senator from Delaware, 
what I said the other day in regard to it. 

Mr. BAYARD. I did not charge the Sen- 
ator with inconsistency. That is his inference. 

Mr. MORTON. I said the other day, in 
speaking on the subject : 

‘I want to call the attention of my friend, the 
Senator from Illinois, to the fact that if that 
power’’— 

That is, the power to investigate frauds— 
*‘has ever been exercised for the last five years by 


I will refer to 


| the committee, it was not given by the resolution 


creating it. I think I have heard the Senator admit 
the construction I have given to this resolution, 
that it conveyed no power of that kind, and1 
even by intendment did it instruct the committee t 
make investigations of frauds and of wrongs.’’ 

And the Senator from New Jersey, I lx 
lieve, called specific attention to it before I did, 
on the very first day of this debate. 

“The Senator understands me upon that point. 
If the committee have exercised that power, they 
have never drawn it from the language employed in 
this resolution. Whether the committee usurped 
powers that did not belong to it I will not now un- 
dertake to say, I make no charges against it; but 
what I do say is, that throughout this discussion this 
resolution, offered by the Senator from Lilinois, has 
been assumed to confer powers upon the committee 
that it did not confer.”’ 

And I remark here that the investigation 
made by the Senator from New Hampshire 
in the New York custom-house was under a 
special instruction given by the Senate. Am 
| correct in that? 

Mr. PATTERSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORTON. ‘The Senator says I am. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I should like to ask a 
question. The very first, or one of the first, 
investigations made by the committee was In 
relation to the issue of currency, made by the 
Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Epmunps,] who 
was the chairman of the committee at that 
time. Another investigation was in relation 





| to frauds on the customs of the country on the 
| southwestern frontier, on the Rio Grande, by 


means of the *‘zona libre.’’ Now, were those 
properly investigated by the committee under 


I hope they will be || that resolation? 
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Mr. MORTON 
nhesitatingly, ths it they were not; 
‘ion conferred no such power. 
der what provision of the resolution could 


that the 
I would 


ther there was smuggling across the “free 
“9? It does not come under any branch 
5 The committee assumed the power, I 
have no doubt, from the best motives, and 
+ have done it from a careless reading. 
committee had the power to investigate 

iad of that kind it is a very strained con- 
ve ction; it is far-fetched, and does not justify 
Sen ators standing upon this floor and charging 


If { 
f 


I will answer the question | 


vat we intend to cover up fraud because we | 


i , not vote for that resolution. 

Mr. PATTERSON. _I am now prepared to 
answer the question. Here is one sentence in 
this resolution: 
wi vat are the methods of procuring accountability 


lic officers or agents in the care and disburse- 
t of public moneys. 


wel 
os not the customs officers on the frontier 
’ Texas oflicers of the United States 
Mr. MORTON. It does not calle. to any 
nractice at all; it does not refer to the prac- 
rice on the southwestern coast or anywhere 
else. Whatare the methods in practice, ** what 
are the methods of procuring accountability 
“1 publie offic ‘ers or agents in the care and dis- 
hursement of the public moneys. It clearly 
looks to the law. 
Mr. PATTERSON. 
ine whether—— 
Phe PRESIDING OFFICER. 
Sens itor from Indiana yield to the 
New Hampshire? 
Mr. MORTON. Certainly. 
Mr. PATTERSON. Howcan you determ- 
ine whether they are taking proper care of the 
publie revenues and disbursing them properly 


How can you determ- 


Does the 
Senator from 


nmittee investigate the question as to || 


| should have fallen 


| acted not upon these broad and 
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resolutions instructing them not only as to the 
subject of which the investigation was to be 
made, not only as to the place where it was to 
be made, but pointing out to them wi 
ness of subdivision of 
which their investigation was to be aimed. 

1 see the Senator trom New Hampshire 
seems to be unessy to have me complete what 
| was saying, which I promise him to do in a 
moment. IL only say that if indeed 
this language implies what the Senator from 
Indiana says it and | agree with 
him most fully, if upon its face here is author- 
ity to investigate frauds and peculations in the 
ordinary sense, infractions ot honesty and fair 
dealing, it is a little remarkable iflying upon 
the surtace of this general standing resolution 
is such a power as that, first, that a member of 
the Senate should have deemed it necessary 
to bring in not only one resolution, but two 
resolutions, that the committee 
into the error Of putting in 
the very forehead of its report, in the fore- 
front of this document, a statement that it 
illimitable attri- 
made this investigation by 


th minute- 
subjects the point at 


wish to 


does not, 


and second, 


butes, but that it 


| dint of the specifie authority with which it was 


| add 
| Senator from New Jersey, with great 


| ticularly in this thing. 


or not unless you investigate what they are || 


doing? How are. you going to determine the 
action of public officers except by calling wit- 
nesses and seeing what they are doing? Why, 
sir, if the resolution means anything, it means 
that the committee have the right to investi- 
gate the action of public officers, officers of 
the Government, in the transaction of the busi- 
ness of their offices. 

Mr. MORTON. I would answer my friend 
from New Hampshire that | think he is 
entirely wrong. It does not contemplate prac- 
tices; it does not contemplate the question 
whether there is smuggling on the southwest- 
ern frontier or on the northeastern frontier. 


i! as if the Committee on 
| any 


It merely refers tothe question of the mode of 


loing business as provided by law. It seems 
to me that no lawyer could understand it a 
conferring any power beyond that. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I will say to my friend 
that not a lawyer in the Senate at the time the 
resolution was passed ever questioned it, and 
that we acted for five years upon that inter- 
pretation, and the Senator from Vermont, who 
was the chairman of the committee, so inter- 
preted that resolution when it first passed, aud 
when he was chairman, and | think he is a 
good lawyer. 

Mr. MORTON. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
me to say a word ? 

Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CONKLING. I wish to suggest, 


Mr. President —— 
Will the Senator allow 


after 


what we have heard now as to the idea of the | 


committee touching the scope of its powers, 
that [have here in my hand a very singular 
cir( ‘umstance, name ly, that members of this 
body should have de emed it necess: wy by ex- 
press and special resolution to empower this 
all-searching committee to investigate ; and 
not only so, but that the committee itself, bet- 
ter instructe d in its attributes, and having exer- 
cised them frequently, deemed it ap propriate, 
under the solemnity of a report, to apprise the 
Senate that in making the only investigat ion 
that has been brought to our knowledge they 


previously offered as antagonizing this 
|| sition, 


clothed in the two resolutions an epitome of 
which precedes this report. 

As | said, | did not mean to mingle par- 
As the Senator from 
Indiana has yielded to me one moment, I will 
ouly one remark, and tbat is, that the 
clear- 
drew the attention of all of us to this. 
lt seemed to me at the time there was no nov- 
elty in the suggestion ; on the contrary, it was 
because | had supposed this language so obvi- 
ously to fall short of empowering a& commit- 
tee to investigate frauds, that | was amazed 
when some Senator, | believe the Senator from 
Massachusetts, resolution I had 
propo- 
So far from it L believed then, and | 
believe now, (and j do not think that any law- 
yer in this body will coatrovert the position, ) 
that had this resolution passed in the first in- 


hess, 


spoke of a 


| stance as offered by the Senator from Illinois 
| it would then have been just as necessary as it 


| orelse t 


| the authority 


proceeded under two separate, special, minute | 
‘ 


| the Senate, passed December 14, 


was before to offer a specilic resolution in- 
structing the investigation of the Hodge case, 
hat case never could bave been invest- 
igated except by what | should have regarded 
as sheer assumption of power, just as much 
Military Affairs, or 
other committee, had assumed, without 
of the Senate, to conduct such 
an investigation. That was my view. It is 
my view now, fortified and contirmed when | 
hear the Senator from Indiana state as he has 
done. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Indiana further yield? 

Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PATTERSON. If the Senator yields, 
I should like to read to the Senate the resolu- 
tions to which the Senator from New 
has referred. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
report? 

Mr. PATTERSON. From the report. The 
committee were instructed by a resolution of 
1870, °*to 
furnish a comparative detailed statement of 
the cost of co yliecting the customs revenue of 
the ports ol “New York, Boston, P hiladelphia, 
New Orleans, and San Ifrancisco, 
with such recommendations favoring a reduc 
tion in such e xpenses as they may de em com- 
patible with the interests of f the p ablie : 
also, to particularly report on the present sys- 
tem and practices connected with the ware- 


Baltimore, 


sery ic e 


housing business at the port of New York ; 
also, in relation to what is commonly known 
as the ‘general-order business,’ and the cart 


age of goods while in the custody of the Gov- 
ernment. 


York 


Do you read from the | 
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In that resolution there is not one syllable 
said about conferring new powers on the com 
mittee ; and those subjects were investigated by 
the committee under the authority communi- 
cated tothem in the resolution of which | have 
just spoken ; and unless they had the authority 
to investigate these very subj: ‘ets included in 
these resolutions, by the resolution originally 
offered creating the committee, they couk inot 
have moved one step in this investigation, So 
much for the explanation of the Senator from 
New York. 

Mr. CONKLING. One word, and I will 
confine my reply to what I now read from this 
separ 

‘Mr. Partrrson, from the joint select Committeo 
on | Retrenchiment, submitted the following report: 

*The joint scleet Committee on Retrenchment, 
who were by a resolution of the Senate, passed De- 
cember 14, 1870, instructed,”’ &e. 

Now come quotation marks, meaning that 
what follows is a transe ript of the re solution, 
I take it— 
“*to furnish a 
ment,’’’ &e. 


And 


also, to particularly report the present system and 
practices connected with the warehousing business 
at the port of New York; also, in relation to what 
is commonly known,’ ” &e.— 


following to the end of the specifications. If 
some gentleman here is so astute as to under- 
stand how these resolutions were adopted by 
the Senate as mere surplusage, when the com- 
mittee already was empowered with authority, 
and already instructed to employ that author 
ity, and then to understand further how a com- 
mittee which itself comprehended its powers to 
lie underneath this, upon a standing authority 
broader, deeper, and higher, came in and re 
ported to this body that it did all this thing, 
the record of which appears, which we have 
heard of so often and often and often again, 
under the authority of these resolutions, when 
in truth it did it all the time under a different 
authority—if anybody is sharp enough and 
astute enough to comprehend that, then [ 
shall be happy to sit at the feet of the Senator 
who does understand it and to have instruc- 
tion from him. 1 do not so understand it, 

Mr. PATTERSON. IL think Lam just 
enough and just astute enough to do that very 
thing. [Laughter.] The resolutions referred 
to in this report were simply resolutions in- 
structing the committee to inquire into that 

ubject, and to inquire into it according to the 
authorities communicated to the committee by 
the general resolution, and these resolutions 
would not have conferred upon the committee 
the power to send for persons and papers at 
all, but that power was received under the ori- 
ginal resolution, and acting under the powers 
of that, they followed the instructions of the 
Senate, given on the 14th of Le cember, LS70, 
and took up that special subject of in: 
tion. If the matter had been brought to the 
attention of the committee outside of the 
ate, we might have investigated it without any 
such instruction; but the Senator from New 
York sitting furthest from me [Mr. Frenron | 
saw fit to bring in the resolution instructing 
this committee in the exercise of its original 
powers—powers that inhered in its very crea 
tion, to examine into this particular 
and we did it. Is there anything said there 
about sending for persons and papers? Not 
a word; but we did that under the 
instructions. 

Mr. THURMAN 
[Indiana yield to me? 

Mr. MORTON. Ailow me just one moment. 
[ am not through with my remarks. 

Mr. FENTON. Will the Senator permit 


me to send up to the Secretary's desk the reso- 


comparative and detailed state- 


then— 


sharp 


estiga- 


sen- 


subje ‘ft 


, 


original 


Will the § 


Senator from 


lution to which reference has been made, that it 
may be read for the information of the Senate? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 


Senator from Indiana yield to the Senator 


from New York? 
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Mr. MORTON. Certainly. 

Mr. FENTON. He wiil see that the res- 
olution as submitted by me on the 14th of 
December. 1870, was not an instruction to the 
committee proceed with investigation, but 
instructed them to report. I ask the Secretary 
to read it. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


*Mr. Fenton submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agre ed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Retrenchment 
be instructed to furni hacomparative detailed state- 
mentof the cost of collecting the customs revenue of 
the por ts of New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, New Orleans, and San Francisco, with such 
recommendations favoring a reduction in such ex- 
penses as they may deem compatible with the inter 
ests of the public service; also, to particularly report 
on the present system and practices connected with 
the warehousing business at the port of New York; 
also, in relation to what is commonly known as the 
‘general-order business,’ and the cartage of goods 
while in the custody of the Government.”’ 


Mr. FENTON. One word only. It seems 
thatthe resolution proceeds on the theory that 
the committee were invested with this subject 
and already instructed by the Senate; and it 
simply directs them, through the authority of 
the Senate, to make a report upon the matter. 
It gives no instruction in respect to any 
investigation whatever. 

Mr. MORTON. I will remark in answer to 
my friend from New York, who says that this 
instruction seemed to be given because the 
committee had before been empowered to make 
that investigation, that his statement does not 
appear in the resolution itself, and now we can 
answer that by one simple test. If this reso- 
lution, instead of specifying the Committee on 
Retrenchment, and directing them to muke 
this investigation, had named the Committee on 
Military Affairs, would not the authority have 
been good and perfect in the Committee on 
Military Affairs to go forward and make the 
investigation? The resolution is sufficient when 
addressed to the Committee on Retrenchment, 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, or to a 
special committee. ‘The authority to make 
that investigation is given here; they are 
directed to make it, and they are not empow- 
ered by reason of any pre vious authority. 

Mr. President, one word now in answer to 
the Senator from New Hampshire, and I| think 
it is a fair illustration. I am glad the Senator 
made the point. The committee made an in- 
vestigation as to whether there had been 
smuggling across what is called the ‘free zone,”’ 
the tree belt beyond the Rio Grande ; whether 
our revenue laws had been violated, and the 
power is derived from the following extraor- 
wee provision: 

‘What are the methods of procuring accounta- 


bility in public officers or agents in the care and dis- 
bursement of public moneys.” 


‘* What are the methods of procuring ac- 
countability,’’ and that is proposed to be an- 
swered by investigating the question whether 
there bas been sinuggling on the southwest 
coast. Then you can investigate every charge 
pertaining to every subject. ‘The Senator says 
yes. I agree with him—polygamy, among 
other things ; it does not make any difference 
what. 

Now, the illustration of the Senator is a per- 
fect demonstration of the weakness of the posi- 
tion that has been assumed here; and I may 
remark right here that it seems to me to pre- 
sent a somewhat novel spectacle that after the 
majority of the Senate has been substantially 
charged with trying to cover up fraud because 
they do not go for this resolution, upon exam- 
ination of it no authority to investigate fraud 
ean be found in it, and the best that can be 
done by the Senator from New Hampshire is 
a forced construction in regard to the methods 
of accountability—clearly the methods pre- 
scribed by law being referred to—a construc 
tion which, if it is good, would make all the 
rest of the resolution wholly unnecessary. The 
Senator himself says everything can be investi- 
gated under that clause. If thatis so, why was 


any other clause put into it? I say the clause 
conferred no such power. I say the resolution 
confers no such power. Now. when the Sen- 
ator from Illinois proposes to confer power 
upon this committee to investigate fraud, I 
shall be found going with him. 

Mr. President, there are some other matters 
connected with this resolution that I should 
like to speak upon, but I have been solicited 
by the Senator from Ohio to give way to let 
him make a motion to adjourn, which | now do. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

Mr. ANTHONY. ] hope not. 
we shall settle this question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
is not debatable. 
moves that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to, there being, 
on a division—ayes 18, noes 22. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I shall con- 
clude what | have to say by repeating what I 
said awhile ago, that I shall be found voting to 


I hope that 


The motion 


empower this committee to investigate every | 
charge of fraud and mal-practice that may be | 
presented to the Senate, and those Senators | 


who believe there is so much corruption, that 
the whole Government is festering with it, 
must know of a good many cases that will jus- 
tify them in making a statement of that kind, 


and if they do not bring forward those cases | 


now and ask the Senate to investigate them | 
fear the country will come to the conclusion 
that they, too, are winking at fraud. Mr. Pres- 


ident, I go upon the ground that all Senators | 
on this floor are equally patriotic, that they | 
they are | 


possess equal integrity, and - that 
equally desirous to purify and sustain our 
Government, and I hope that when they 
know of cases of impropriety or have reason 
to believe they exist they will bring them for- 
ward for investigation and let us vie with each 
other in the good work ot puriiying this Gov- 
ernment, and let us hereafter abstain from any 
attempt to make the impression throughout the 
country that a majority of this body is trying 
to cover up fraud. 
have fraud investigated let them bring forward 
a resolution giving a committee power to do it, 
a resolution that admits of no doubtfal con- 


struction and that needs not to be strained, as | 


[ am sorry to say my friend from New Hamp- 
shire has strained this one to-night. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, while I 
had some doubt whether this amendment to 
the resolution 


amendment as upon it as a resolution intro- 
duced originally. 
the investigations proposed in this amendment ; 
but inasmuch as that portion of it which 
relates to the civil service has already been 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
of which the mover is chairman, and I sup- 
posed, though | believe from talking with the 


Senator [ was mistaken, that he had offered | 
. . . ° } 
to amend his resolution when it was before us 


the other day, so as to omit that portion which 
related to the civil service, and inasmuch as 
that subject bas already been placed under 
the charge of a very able commission by the 


| President of the United States under a law of 
| Congress, I propose to amend this amendment 


by omitting all after the first paragraph after 
the word ‘‘curtailed.’’ This omits only that 
portion which relates to the civil service, in 


| these words: 


And alsoto consider the expediency of so amend- 


| ing the laws under which appointments to the public | 


And when they want to | 


was strictly in order, I did not ! 
| raise the question because the debate may as 
well, perhaps, be upon this resolution as an | 


Now, I am in favor of all | 
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1 


The Senator from Qhio | 


service are now made asto provide for withdrawing | 


the public service from being used as an instrument 
of political or party patronage. 


That all comes under the civil service bill 
offered by the Senator from Vermont, and now 
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whenever any Senator offering any resolys; 
for their consideration asks such authority I 
think there will be no objection to it. | ¢), 
tainly shall vote for it. I never knew «..; 
authority to be refused to any Senator whe 
asked for it. I never knew it:to be refye, 
when any Senator asked for a committee 
if he were not a member of it; and the au h 
ity to appoint a clerk, as a matter of course, ; 
granted whenever the committee desire ; it. 
wish my friend from Illinois would agree 
this amendment, and then we can all vote : 
his amendment as it stands. 

Mr. THURMAN. 1, for one, am not wii), 
ing that the Senate shall commit the ap Ppoi " 
ment of a committee to the President of ; 
United States to investigate his own admiy ins 


tration. 
Has the Senator any 


Mr. ANTHONY. any 


objection to committing them to the Commit ‘. 


s r 


Seq 


even 


tee on the Judiciary, of which he is a membe 
Mr. THURMAN. Not the least iy the 

world. 
Mr. ANTHONY. This whole subject jg 


9 


already referred to that committee. 

Mr. THURMAN. When? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Upon the motion of he 
Senator from Vermont, who offered a bill pr 
viding for a reform in the civil service and - 
viding for much more than is stated in iis 
amendment. 

Mr. THURMAN. And that was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Yes, sir, and is there now, 
referred at this session. 

Mr. THURMAN. This is the first I ever 
heard of it. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Iam very happy for once 
to be able to tell the Senator from Ohio sowe- 
thing that he did not know. [Laughter. } 

Mr. THURMAN. Ihave no doubt the Sep. 
ator can tell me a great many things that | do 
not know. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. _ Is the Sen- 
ator from Ohio addressing the Chair or the 
Senator from Khode Island ? 

Mr. THURMAN. I am speaking to the 
Chair, and I am_ now going to speak to the 
Senate [laughter | and submit to them a proposi- 
tion that | am sure will commend itself not 
only to their heads but to their whole person. 
It is a motion that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Ohio moves that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

‘The motion was not agreed to, there being 
on a division—ayes 19, noes 26. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Rhode Island to the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I fee! 
like congratulating some Senators on the pro- 
gress they have made within the last week. 
‘The resolution which I had the honor of offer- 
ing at that time was denounced by them as 
monstrous, and spoken of with amazement. 
To-day it is talked of as very harmless, and 
not amounting to anything ; it is said it w ould 
not authorize an investigation of fraud or of 
anything else; it does not go far enou gh. It 
is exceedingly gratifying to find that Senators 
have made such progress in favor of invest: 
gation.. What new lights have shone upon them 
1 am unable to say, but certainly some light, 
either from above or from the sovereign people. 
somehow or other seems to have penet: ane 
the minds of certain Senators, so that they di 
cover now that that which was laueniend’ ¥ 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. CHanDLer) #s 


a proposition to create a committee possess d 


under consideration by the committee of which | 


the Senator from I\linois is chairman. 
Whenever this committee desires to have | 


| authority to send for persons and papers, or 


| of all knowledge is now very proper. 


I believe 
he went on to say that the Almighty did not 
make any such men any more; at any rate, 
if he did make such men, forgetting that he 
_ himself was still in the Senate, he said they 
were not sent here. [ Laughter. ] 

Now, it is pleasant and agreeable to find 
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ews of Senators have changed, and 
fied at the discovery that has been 
made by the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Mor- 
r0N, ] who seems to have received _peculiar 
light upon this subject, and he has discovered 
that the resolution amounts to very little. He 
has discovered that an inquiry into the - meth- 
ods of procuring accountability in public offi- 
sers or agents in the care and disbursements 
of public moneys, ; ‘‘and to what extent the 
expenses of the service of the country may 
and ought to be curtailed,” does not authorize 
an examination of fraud. The word ‘fraud 
seems to haunt him. é i 
Now, suppose you call it ‘‘an abuse”’ instead 
of ‘a fraud.” suppose the resolution would 
authorize investigation into abuses; and if it 
should turn out, when the committee makes an 
investigation, that agents and officers having 
the care and disbursement of public money 
have been using it improperly, if some agent 
or officer in the custom-house at New York 
has been paying out public money for the pur- 
pose of hiring delegates to go up to the Syra- 
cuse convention, I do not suppose the Senator 
from Indiana would call that fraud! But ifa 
trustee having charge of his money were to 
yse it in that way for improper purposes, to 
convert it to a use for which it was not placed 
in bis hands, very likely he would consider 
that a fraud. I think the resolution is very 
broad and covers a great deal of ground, and 
was so intended originally. The motion now 
pending is to strike out from the instructions 


how the vi 
I am grat 


|| lish a newspaper. 


proposed to be given the committee these | 


words : 

And also to consider the expediency of so amend- 
ing the laws under which appointments to the pub- 
lic service are now made as to provide for with- 
drawing the publie service from being used as an 
instrument of political or party patronage. 

It is said that is the civil service reform 
proposition, and that that is covered by a law 
of Congress. The law of Congress has noth- 
ing in the world to do with it, Mr. President. 
The act passed March 8, 1871, authorized the 
President of the United States to prescribe 
rules and regulations for the admission of 
persons into the civil service. That is all. 

Mr. MORTON. That is not all. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Well, I will read it: 
the President is by it— 


‘Authorized to prescribe such rules and regula- || 


tions for the admission of persons into the civil ser- | 
vice of the United States as will best promote the | 


efficiency thereof, and ascertain the fitness of each 
candidatein respectto age, health, character, knowl- 
edge, and ability for the branch of service into which 
he seeks to enter.’’ 


And for that purpose he is ‘‘authorized to 
employ suitable persons to conduct said in 
quiries.’’ What inquiries? 


The inquiries as | 


to providing some way to ascertain the fitness | 


of persons who apply for office, to prescribe 
the duties of the commissioners, ‘‘and to estab- 
lish regulations for the conduct of persons who 
may receive appointments in the civil service.”’ 
He is to appoint this commission to help 
himin regard to ascertaining who ought to be 
appointed to the civil service, by prescribing 


rules to ascertain their qualifications, &ec. | 


What has that to do with assessments upon | 


the officers of the Government herein the De- 
partments, and throughout the country, for 
political purposes? What has that to do with 


the cases which were testified to in the report | 


which is on our tables, and to which attention || 


has been called, where officers in the custom- 
house in New York were assessed a certain 
amount of money for political purposes? 
What has that to'do with such a case as I 
will read to show the Senator from Indiana 
what the condition of the public service in 
some cases is and has been? Mr. 


R. M. | 


Kelly—I hope the Senator from Indiana will | 


listen to this, because this is under that 


civil service system which he thinks is the best | 


on earth!—Mr. R. M. Kelly was collector of 
internal revenue in the seventh district of 
Kentucky. Mr. A. L. Thompson was a United 
States storekeeper in the same district, and 
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on the 18th day of February, 1870, Mr. Kelly, 
collector, writes to Mr. Thompson as follows ; 
[ will read the whole of this letter : 


Unitep States INTERNAL REVENUE, 
CoLLECTOR’S OFFICE, 
SEVENTH Districr Kentucky, 
LexinGTon, February 18, 1870. 
Inclosed please find check for $33 36 and receipt 
of Louisville Commercial for thirty dollars, amount 
assessed against you and deducted from your pay 
account on the recommendation of Willard Davis, 
esq., member of Republican State Executive Com- 
mittee trom seventh district of Kentucky. Address 
“Publisher Louisville Commercia!, Louisville, Ken 
tucky,” for your papers. 
R. M. KELLY, 


Collector Seventh District Kentucky. 
A. L. THompson, United States Storekeeper. 


That is an official letter from the collector 
written to a subordinate storekeeper, officially 
| designated as a storekeeper, telling him that 
| on the recommendation of a member of the 
' Republican committee of the seventh con 

gressional district of Kentucky he had taken 

thirty dollars out of $63 36 that was coming 


| to him for the purpose of paying for papers. | 


| understand this Mr. Kelly was about to estab 

This is a sample of one of 
the abuses that ought to be corrected. 

| Mr. MORTON. I wish to ask the Senator 
one question. I want to ask him if the thing 


law? The collector had no right to reserve 
that money. And can the Senator make ii 
| any more a violation of the law than it was at 
| that time? Had not the man a right to keep 
his money ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
cover up these things by saying they are vio- 
lations of law. Does not the Senate under- 
stand it, and does not the Senator from Indi 
ana understand it, and does he not know that 
if that storekeeper, Mr. Thompson, had not 
submitted to it he would have been turned ont 
of office? How long does he suppose the men 
that refused to pay their assessments in the 
custom-house at New York would have retained 
their oftices? 

Is it this system that the Senator from Indi 
' ana commends as the best inthe world? Why, 

sir, is not the Interior Department full of it? 

Did not the former Secretary expose it? I 

have known of officers, postmasters, and other 
| officers, receiving letters from some political 
committee telling them that they had been 
assessed a certain amount or per cent. on their 
salariesfor party purposes. Officials have told 
me they disliked to lose their places, and sup- 
posed they had better pay their assessments 
than have difficulty about it. I have known 
hundreds of dollars to be assessed against offi- 
cials in this way; and what next? Then the 
officers, part of whose salaries are taken to pay 
political assessments. come to Congress and 
ask us to raise their salaries. Not 
passes that applications are not made here to 
raise the salaries of your clerks, your auditors, 
and other officials in your Departments. Why 
are you asked to raise their salaries? Because 
they have to take a part of them to pay the 
assessments of some party committee. What 
is this but taking the people’s money to sup 
portaparty? TheSenator from Indiana wants 


a session 


|| to know if such practices are not contrary to 


law? That is what I want the committee to 
ascertain, and, whether contrary to law or not, 
to take measures to have them corrected. To 
apply a remedy we must know of the abuse. 
Did the Senator from Indiana know of | homp 
son’s case? 

Mr. MORTON. The Senator froin Illinois 
knew about it. It does not require a commit- 
tee. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The facts of that case 
have come into my possession since this debate 
began. The Senator from Massachusetts | My. 
Wi1Lson] asks to look at the letter, as if he 
was a little surprised at it. Is this the first he 
has heard of this practice? Weill, he never 
heard of that case, but he must have heard of 
a great many others, if he has read the report 


that he refers to was not a violation of existing | 


It is no use to try to | 
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of the former Retrenchment Committee. Why, 


| sir, I have been told that the question has been 


asked in the New York custom-house as to 
the political influence a man could have, if he 
was appointed, in securing a delegate to some 
convention. Now it is proposed to strike out 
from this resolution any inquiry in regard to 
this matter, If it would not take up too much 
time, | have got another letter here that I 
might read. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not believe it is 
best to read it. It comes from the land of 
Canaan, from Essex county, in the goodly 


Let us have it. 


| State of Vermont. 


| it to me. 


| Mr. Epmunps. ) 
| letter. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us have the letter 
from Canaan, by all means. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It will take rather too 
much time to read the letter. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Be kind enough to give 
As | represent Canaan, | ought to 
have an opportunity to see it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If my friend from Ver- 
mont will pledge me in advance that the gentle- 


'| man who has written me the letter shall not 


be persecuted or turned out of office just for 
writing it, if he will stand by him and sup- 
port him, I will hand him the letter. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That will depend on 
whether he hastold the truth. If he has lied, 
he shall be turned out; if he has told the truth, 


| he shall not be. 


Mr. TRUMBULL, (handing the letter to 
Then you may look at the 
1 assume that he has told the truth. 
Now, Mr. President, what is proposed to be 
done? This resolution authorizes what sort 


of inquiries? It authorizes this committee ‘‘ to 





inquire into the expenditures in all branches 
of the service of the United States.’’ The 


| Senator from Rhode [sland is willing that they 


shall make that inguiry. ‘‘And to report 
whether any and what offices ought to be abol- 
ished.’’ He is willing that that inquiry shall 
be made. He agrees that the committee shall 
| inquire ‘‘ whether any and what salaries or 
allowances ought to be reduced.’’ He agrees 
that they may inquire ‘‘ what are the methods 
| of procuring accountability in public officers 
or agents in the care and disbursements of 
| public moneys, and whether moneys have 
| been paid out illegally.’’ He agrees that they 
| may inquire ‘‘ whether any officers, or agents, 
or other persons, have been or are employed 
in the public service without authority of law 
or unnecessarily.’’ He agrees that they may 
inquire ‘‘generally how and to what extent 
the expenses of the service of the country may 
and ought to be curtailed.”’ 

But when you come to touch this sore about 
the use of the offices for partisan purposes— 
and I wish they were never used for worse 
than even partisan purposes; but unfortunately 
they are frequently used for personal and indi 
vidual purposes—when you come to inquire 
into the expediency of ‘‘ withdrawing the pub- 

| lic service from being used as an instrument 
of political or party patronage,’’ the Senator 
from Rhode Island rises and moves to strike 
that clause out of the resolution. He does 

| not wish the committee to inquire into that 
matter, 

Mr. ANTHONY. Will the Senator allow 
me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I am in favor of that 
investigation more than anything that precedes 
it, and I voted to refer that mene ae coni- 
mittee of which the Senator from [Illinois is 
the chairman. That whole subject embraced 
in the bill introdaced by the Senator from Ver 
mont [Mr. EpMunps] is now before the com- 
mittee of which the Senator is chairman, and 
he now comes forward and asks us to refer to 
anew committee not yet appointed @ matter 
which is in bis own hands. Is he unwilling to 
investigate it himself? I would vote to give 
him power to send for persons and papers, and 
| to employ as many clerks as he wants for that 
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Do we want to refer the same 
subject to two committees? Iam satisfied with 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and | think 
he might be. 

Mr. TRUMBULL 


understand each other. 


invest gation. 


Mr. President, let us 
The Committee on the 
Judiciary are investigating and are authorized 
to investigate no inquiry into the manner in 
which offices are being used for political or party 
purposes. I will tell you what the Committee 
on the J udiciary has had referred to it. [he 
original resolution, which I offered, contained 
this Clause: 

And also to consider the expediency of so amend- 
ing the laws under which appointments to the civil 
service are now made as to provide for the selection 
of subordinate officers after due examination by 
proper boards; their continuance in office during 
specified terms, unless dismnissed upon charges pre- 
ferred andsustained before tribunals designated for 
that purpose 

That was in the original resolition but is 
omitted in this, and thatis the subject referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary ==, bill to 
provide for examinations and in reference to 
appointments to office; not a proposition to 


know whether the patronage of this country” 


is not used for political or party purposes. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Will the Senator allow 
me to interrupt him again? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The whole of that sub 
ject is embraced in the bill introduced by the 
Senator from Vermont, which is now before 


the committee of which the Senator from Illi- | 


nois is chairman; and that portion which he 
objects to having stricken out is the very gist 
and animus of the whole bill. 

Mr. MORTON. If the Senator from Rhode 
Island will allow me, I will say to him that the 
bill which was passed at the last session, under 


which the President has been acting, was un- | 


derstood to and does cover the whole question, | 


and what the Senator from Illinois is urging 

now has been urged by him prominently from 

the first as a measure of civil service reform. 

Now, the Senator wants to say that that has 

not been referred to the President and is not 
smprehended under his powers 

Mr. ANTHONY. And I hope the Senator 
from I}linois not forget that when he 
offered that amendment I coJperated with him 
actively in the matter. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am much obliged to 
the Senator from Rhode Island for having done 
so. Ithankhimforit. Hedid codperate with 
me. But that has nothing to do with this 
proposition, and the Senator from Indiana 
cannot escape from his position of opposition 
to this inquiry under any statute that has been 
passed. 1 will read the act again. and I will 
hold up the statute before the thinking, read- 
ing, intelligent people of this country, and 
{ will ask them if there is one word in it on 


will 


the subject of providing for withdrawing the | 


public service from being used as an instru- 
went of political or party patronage. 1 say 
there is not. I say that the proposition which 


was adopted in the Senate by the aid of the | 
I do not know | 


trom Rhode Island- 
hat we had the aid of the Senator from Indi- 
ana—wasin reference to appointments to office, 
not in reference to the use of the offices after- 
ward for political and partisan purposes. Now 
[ will read the whole of the act again, be- 
cause 1am not going, if I can prevent it, to 


Senator 


permit the Senator from Indiana by constant || 


asseveration to mislead the people as to what 
that article is: 


“Src. & That the President of the United Statas 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to prescribe such 
rules and regulations for the admission of persons 
into the civil service of the United States as will best 
promote the efficiency thereof, and ascertain the fit- 
ness of each in respect to age, health, character, 
knowledge, and ability, for the branch of service into 
which he seeks to enter.” 


That is all that the President is authorized 


to do as to appointments or appointees under 


that act. 


“And for this purpose the President is authorized 
to employ suitable persons to conduct said inqui- 


ries, to prescribe their duties, and to establish regu- 


' lations for the conduct of persons who may receive 


appointments in the civil service.”’ 


He is authorized to call persons to his assist- 
ance in framing rules in regard to the entry of 
persons into the civil service. 

Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator allow me 
a word? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. These interruptions are 
becom ing very frequent. Is it a personal 
matter? 

Mr. MORTON, 
to that law. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
statement [ am making to be constantly inter- 
rupted. If the Senator from Indiana thinks I 
have misstated him in anything | have said | 
will yield at once. 

Mr. MORTON. I do not say that the Sen- 
ator has misstated me, but I wish to call his 


Simply a word in regard 


attention to the language that he has just read. | 
Mr. TRUMBULL. If it is merely calling my | 
attention to something else, that he can do | 
_when I am through. 


Mr. MORTON. It is not something else; 


| it is the same thing to which the Senator is 


speaking. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
think I have shown that this is not a matter 
that the Committee on the Judiciary are invest- 
igating at all. 


going to examine how the public patronage is 


I do not propose in the | 


Now, Mr. President, I | 


A bill is before that committee | 
in regard to the civil service, but they are not | 
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being used, which is the clause that is pro- | 


posed to be stricken out of this resolution. 

Mr. MORTON. 
a word? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
Senator from Illinois yield? 

Mr. MORTON. I thought the Senator was 
passing from the subject. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 
things to say, and if it will suit the Senator 
from Indiana just as well to make his remarks 
after [ get through I should much prefer it. 

Mr. MORTON. All right. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
mentthat misrepresents the Senator in any way 
I shall be obliged to him for interrupting me, 


Does the 


for certainly I do not wish to misstate him in | 


anything. In regard to anything that is per- 
soual, of course | will give way to an explana 
tion at once. 

Mr. MORTON. Does the Senator yield ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ido in that way, not 
to a discussion. 

Mr. MORTON. I can wait until you get 
through. I always yield, myself. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I yield for anything that 
is of a personal nature; but it is late 

Mr. MORTON. There is nothing personal 
about it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. And I do not wish to 
detain the Senate at length, and would prefer 
going on and getting through, but, at the same 





time, I do not want to be considered as refus- | 


ing to yield to the Senator. If the Senator 
desires to say anything personal I will give way. 

Mr. MORTON. I will wait. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not wish the Sen- 
ator to think I am discourteous. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator from 
Illinois give way to a motion to adjourn? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If that is the disposi- 
tion of the Senate, I will do so. 

Mr. THURMAN. Let us see whether it is 
or not. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator from IIli- 
nois does not yield for that purpose. He says 
he will yield if that is the disposition of the 
Senate; but it is not the disposition of the 


| Senate. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator from 
Ohio desires to make that motion, I will yield 
for that purpose. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 


|; ator from Illinois yields to the Senator from 


Ohio, who moves that the Senate do now 


adjourn. 


Will the Senator allow me || 


If | make any state- | 


| all services. 


have several other | 


i| 


j 


| 
| 


| 





December 1g, 


SS 


The motion was not agreed to, there 
on a division—ayes 20, noes 26. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Now, Mr. Presiden; [ 
propose briefly to give a narrative, which | 
think ought to go to the country, and ought;, 
be understood by the Senate, of this resolution 
and of the course which has been pursued we 
in regard to it. In July, 1866, a proposj ion 
was made in the House of Representatives ;, 
raise a joint Committee on Retrenchmey, 
That resolution came to the Senate and Was 


being, 


| acted upon in this body on the 13th of July. 


1866. The Senator from Vermont, [ Mr, Ep: 
MUNDS,] from the Committee on Commeres 
of which the Senator from Michigan (Mr. 
CHANDLER] is chairman, and who it will be re. 
membered has taken such high ground against 
this committee, that committee having consid. 
ered the resolution, reported it back to the 
Senate. It was not then as full as it is now. 
It provided for inquiring iato the civil service 
of thecountry. The Senator from Ohio, { Mr, 
SHERMAN, | whom I do not now see in his seat, 
and who has also been ‘‘ amazed”’ that I should 
have offered this resolution in the Senate. 
moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
the word ‘‘civil’’ before ‘‘service’’ wherever 
it occurred, so that the inquiry might apply to 
That amendment was agreed to, 
The Senator from Vermont then moved to 
amend it further. He said: 


“I move to amend the resolution by inserting 
after the word ‘reduced’ in the seventh line the 
words, ‘ what are the methods of securing account- 
ability in public officers or agents in the care and 
disbursement of public moneys, whether moneys 
have been paid out illegally, and whether any off- 
cers, or agents,or other persons, have been or are 
engaged in the service without authority of law or 
unnecessarily.’ 

“The amendment was agreed to.”’ 


And then my good friend from Rhode Island, 


| [Mr. AntHony,] who now wants to strike a 


particular clause out of the resolution, offered 
this amendment : 


“‘And also to consider the expediency of so amend- 
ing the laws under which appointments to the civil 
service are now made as to provide for the selection 
of subordinate officers after due examination by 
proper boards, their continuance in office during 
specified terms, unless dismissed upon charges pre- 
ferred and sustained before tribunals designated for 


| that purpose, and for withdrawing the civil eervice 


from being used as an 
party patronage.” 


That amendment, after being very highly 


instrument of political or 


' commended by the Senator from Vermont, 


1} 
\/ 
} 


was also adopted by the Senate, and the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island, not satisfied that that 
was broad enough, also asked to strike out 
the word ‘‘civil,’’ so as to have the provision 
apply to all services. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Had not that already 
been done, on the motion of the Senator from 
Ohio? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. In his amendment the 
Senator from Rhode Island had inserted the 
word ‘‘civil,’’ and he asked to strike it out 
of his own amendment. After this resolution 
had undergone these various amendments 1 
was submitted to the Senate in the very same 
words in which I offered it here on the 7th day 
of December. 

The resolution was again adopted on the 
6th of March, 1867, in these words: 


‘Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following concurrent 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

** Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Represent- 
atives concurring,) That the joint select Committee 
on Retrenchment, raised by a concurrent resolution 
of the two Houses at the first session of the Thirty- 
Ninth Congress, be, and the same is hereby, revived 
and continued for and during the Fortieth Congress, 
with all and the same powers and duties appertatn- 
ing thereto in said Thirty Ninth Congress, and with 
power to appoint a clerk, and with power in 1'é 
members to administer oaths; and that any vacab- 
cies in said committee be filled by the Presiding 
Officer of each House respectively.”’ 


The Senator from Ohio, [ Mr. SHerMay, ] who 
was so ‘‘amazed”’ at this resolution the otber 
day, on the 16th of March, 1867, offered the 
following resolution : 

** Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Represent 


atives concurring,) That the joint Committee 0D 
Retrenchment be, and are hereby, instructed 
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sareful and minute examination of the 
not adopted by the Treasury Department to 
re t the bonds, notes, and securities of the United 
Bates; what guards have been adopted to prevent 
ot or mistake, and what additional guards, if 
-_ ought to be adopted to prevent fraud or mis- 
‘rte; whether there has been any fraudulent or 
ypeous issue of bonds, notes, or coupons, and if 
oe whose fault or negligence, and the proper 


remedy and prevention thereof; and especially to | 


examine the official conduct of those charged with 


bonds, or securities of the United States; and that 
said committee have power to sit during the recess 
nf Congress, to send for persons and papers, to ex- 
eine the same, and to take testimony and report 
at the next session of Congress. 

Then a discussion followed, which was par- 
ticipated in by the Senator from Ohio [ Mr. 
SnERMAN] and others; and the Senate adopted 
this resolution with this ‘‘ monstrous power 


during the recess of Congress ! 
The resolution was again adopted at the 
commencement of the Forty-First Congress. 


the printing, registration, and issuing of any notes, | 


So that we have had the resolution adopted 


originally in the Thirty-Ninth Congress at the 
instance of the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. 
Epuunps;] in the Fortieth Congress at the 
instance of the Senator from Rhode Island, 
[ Mr. AntHony;] and in the Forty-First Con- 
gress at the instance, I think, in this body, of 
the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Par- 
rerson,] and we have had various gentlemen 
upon this committee. The first joint Commit- 
tee on Retrenchment consisted, on the part of 
the Senate, of Messrs. EpmMunps, Williams, 
and Buckalew, appointed in 1866. In 1869, 
Messrs. EpMunps, Williams, Parrerson, and 
Buckalew constituted the committee on the 
oe of the Senate. In 1870, Messrs. Harris, 


s7TERSON, SCHURZ, and THURMAN constituted | 


the committee on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Are you not mistaken as 
to the committee in 1869? I went off the com- 
mittee on the 8d of March, 1869. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, 
inittee up to the 3d of March, 1869. The Sen 
ator from Vermont says he served up to that 
time, and-I suppose the committee was not 
organized again until the following winter, 
probably when we met in December. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. [I was not on the com 
mittee after the 3d of March, 1869. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Very well. Atthe third 
session of the Forty-First Congress the com- 
mittee was presided over by Mr. Harris, and Mr. 
Parrerson, Mr. Scuurz, and Mr. THurMan 
were the other members of the committee. 


Well, that was the com- | 


1 


_ the abuses of the Government should be per- | “Again, [am indisposed to vote for language so 


_ ing was called for the purpose of considering | 





mitted to pass this body showed that the meet- 


it in a party point of view. The whole country 
has been given to understand that the Repub- 
lican Senators were called together, for what ? 
For the purpose of considering whether a res- 
olution that had passed this body for five con- 
secutive years without objection should be 
permitted to pass again. 

Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator allow me 
a moment right there? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

Mr. MORTON. The Senator refers to 
newspapers, and suys that they say there was a 


| caucus for the consideration of this question ; 


, what occurred in the caucus; but when a reso- | 


_ |, and he further says that it was not a proper 
in it to send for persons and papers, and to sit || 


subject to be caucused on. I desire to ask 
him if the newspapers also state who it was 


that first brought his resolution before a 
‘aucus ? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not know that 


they do. I have not attempted to speak of 
lution is offered in the Senate for the purpose 
of investigation, and any party go into caucus 
to see whether they cannot shape it in a differ- 


ent form, the country will think, or, to use the | 


language of the Senator from Indiana, ‘‘ impar- 
tial observers will say, and it cannot be pre- 


' vented,’’ that the caucus was called for the 


pores of preventing the investigation. 


Mr 
a . 
-resident, I undertake to say that the reso- 
lution was not a proper subject for a caucus of 


any party after it had been offered in the open 
Senate. 


It might have been a proper con- | 


it 





sideration if it had not been here to determine | 
| whether you would bring in such a proposition, 


but it was not a proper subject for party con- 
sideration afterward: and the moment that 
the Republican Senators were called together 
for such a purpose, it was manifest the country 
would understand that there were some party 
reasons that required it. 

Sir, I deny that the Republican party of this 
country is to be bound by any such action, 
and, for one, I repudiated on the spot theidea 
of being bound by any such caucus. I[ will 


_ never consent while | have the honor of a seat 


here that a party caucus, or any other combin- 


| ation or organization, shall prevent my bring- 
| ing before the Senate for its investigation mat- 
| ters that I believe the public good requires to 


Now, sir, I supposed that 2 proposition to | 


raise a committee that had had an existence 
ever since 1866, with precisely the same powers 


be investigated. 
Sir, what followed? The resolution then 
followed in this body offered by the Senator 


‘|| from Rhode Island, [Mr. AnrHoNny,] to do 


that lasked for it in 1871, would have been | 


adopted in this body without objection. On 
the 7th day of December, 1871, I offered a reso- 
lution to revive this Committee on Retrench- 
ment, which had expired with the Forty- First 
Congress on the 3d of March last. After I 
offered the resolution the Senate immediately 
adjourned without any action upon it. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. You offered it at the last | 


moment. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. On Monday the resolu- 


tion, if I recollect aright, came up and was 


considered to some extent, but without arriv- | 


ing at any definite conclusion. On Tuesday 
the Senate sat but a few minutes; and again, 
ifI recollect aright, the same thing was gone 
through with on Wednesday, and the news- 
yore of the country say that a caucus of 
tepublican Senators was held in reference 
to this resolution. I wish the Senator from 
Indiana to consider what I am saying. The 
newspapers of the country say that a party 


caucus of Republican Senators was called to | 


determine whether this resolution of investi- 
gation and inquiry to reduce the expenses of 
the Government should pass or not. Who 


party turn? 
proper subject for party consideration. The 
very fact that Republican Senators got together 
to consider whether a resolution of inquiry into 


what? Tocreate a Committee of Investigation | 


and Retrenchment, to consider such matters 


It could not move a step 
until something was referred to it. 

[ want to remind Senators of what they 
said when the resolution was originally before 
this body. They say to-day, ‘‘ Oh, we were for 
investigation.’’ Did you talk that way on the 
llth, 12th, and 13th of December ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. To whom doyouallude? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will tell you to whom 
I allude. I allude to the remarks made by the 
Senator from New York, [Mr. Conk.ive. } 
In alluding to the resolution to revive the 
Retrenchment Committee he said : 

“T did not know that we had ever had a commit- 
tee in this body with functions so broad and absorb- 
ing that it would take to itself from the Committee 
on Military Affairs an inquiry like this.” 

That was said in reference to a resolution to 
raise a committee in the very words in which 
we had adopted it here time and again. What 
further did he say? 


** But, Mr. President, I have another objection to | 


| this. The general and vague terms of which I am 


speaking will unsettle in a great degree the under- 


. are | standings and obligations ssting upon the other 
gave this a party turn, or sought to give ita | a aces Aa ts oeenecet te e 


In my judgment, it was not a || 


standing committees. It is proposed to employ this 
language, they are to inquire ‘ what are the methods 


| of procuring accountability in public officers or 


agents in the care and disbursement of public 
money?’ These powers, as to place and time, are 
ives Fite Sat fees 
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| thought so. 


| as originally offered ? 


| do! 


| as should be referred to it, a committee with | 
| no power whatever. 


_ say they are for one. 
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general in its character as to exonerate other com- 
mittees from the obligations resting upon them.’’ 


Was not this making opposition to the res- 


olution? The Senator from Ohio [Mr. Sper: 
MAN | said: 


‘* The Senator from Llinois insists that this com- 
mittee shall commence with extraordinary powers 
not conferred upon any committee of this body.”’ * 
S,2' 3 * “Tam amazed that such powers should 
be sought to be conferred in violation of the ordin 
ary usages of the Senate unless in a special case for 
special reasons.’’ 


Again, referring to the Hodge case, he said: 
“There can be no objection to having this com- 


| mittee authorized to examine all his papers, all his 
; accounts, everything that would throw light on his 


transactions. But would you, because it is necessary 


|; in that case to arm the committee with this power, 
| give it aright to go without limit, without restraint, 


without definition, without accusation, without par- 


| ticulars, all over the United States?” 


That is the way the proposition to revive 
this joint Committee on Retrenchment was 
met. The Senator from Indiana [Mr. Mor- 
TON ] said: 

“We owe much to public integrity, and we owe 
something to private rights. A committee so armed, 
as [ before said, would become an inquisition, a 
tyranny too intolerable to be borne by a free 
people.”’ 

Again he said : 

‘*Lam not mistaken about the whole drift of this 
debate. It has been toshow that there is corruption 
existing under this Administration, and gross cor- 
ruption. The drift of thisdebate isa reflection upon 


| the Republican party.” 


Why was it nota reflection upon the Repub- 
lican party two years ago? No one then 
Does the Senator from Indiana 
suppose, does the Senator from New York sup- 
pose, does the Senator from Ohio suppose, that 
they can oppose a resolution in the very words 
in which it had been adopted year after year, 
and say that it is a resolution that ‘‘ amazes ”’ 
them, that it is a resolution, according to the 
language of the Senator from Indiana, which 
creates ** an inquisition, a tyranny too intoler- 
ableto be borne by a free people;’’ that they 
can oppose it now when they voted for it years. 
and have the country understand that they are 
for a full and fair investigation? I know they 
I do not deny it; but | 
say to the Senator from Indiana he need not be 
surprised that the country cannot understand 
it in that way. 

What was the trouble about the resolution 
Oh, it proposed to raise 
a joint select committee, and that would not 
Well, sir, 1 was indifferent whether it 
was a joint committee or a standing commit- 


| tee of the Senate; but when it was proposed 


to have a standing committee of the Senate, 
what sort of a standing committee was pro- 
posed? A standing committee that could not 
move an inch until it was ordered by the Sen- 
ate, which had no jurisdiction of anything by 
the express terms of the resolution creating it. 
When I proposed to give to this standing com- 


| mittee the same power to summon persons and 


examine papers, to inquire whether retrench- 
ment could not be brought about in the — 
service, whether useless offices could not be dis- 


| pensed with, when I brought to the attention 
| of the Senate the fact that there were in the 


custom-house at New York numerous officers 
with nothing to do, when we showed these facts 
and asked that this committee be clothed with 
power to investigate them, we are told, ‘* Oh, 
no, it will not do;’’ the Senator from Ohio 
and the Senator from Indiana are alarmed ; 
the Constitution of the United States is going 
to be violated; the rights of the citizen are 


| to be encroached upon; an inquisition is to be 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


i| established ! 


When on earth did those Senators wake up 
to this alarm for the rights of the citizen ” 
They voted to grant these powers to a com 
mittee two years ago. But they say that was 
different. The committee to which we voted 
to give these powers was a special committee 
of both Houses, and nota standing committee 
of the Senate. What difference does that 
make to the rights of the citizen? Wil the 
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citizen be any the worse off if his rights are en- 
croached upon by a standing committee of the 
Senate, than he would if they were encroached 
upon by a select committee of the two Heuses ? 
Is the Senator from Indiana astonished, or is 
the Senator from Ohio astonished that the peo- 
ple of the United States cannot see the differ- 
ence? Are they surprised that the people 
cannot understand what difference it makes 
whether a standing committee of this body has 
authority to send for persons and papers, ora 
select committee of both Houses has that 


? It is the thing that we are after; we 


power: 


want to expose and correct abuses if they | 


exist. I do not think they should be at all 
surprised that the country understands them | 


to be opposed to retrenchment and the correc- | 


tion of abuses, when they look back at the 
action of the last few days in this body. 

When it is proposed to raise a standing com- 
mittee of the Senate, and I offer as an amend- 
ment the proposition that it shall have author- 
ity to make these inquiries, to examine for 
abuses, to ascertain whether the patronage of 
the country is used for mere partisan purposes, 
and not for the public good, and that the com- 
mittee shall have power to send for persons 
and papers, how am I met? ‘* Oh, it will not | 
do to give that power to a standing committee 
of the Senate; that is monstrous.’’ First, Sen- 
ators go to work to get rid of the joint com- 
mittee of both Houses, and propose to raise a 
standing committee of the Senate without giv 
ing it any powers; and when it is proposed to | 

ive it powers, *‘Oh, you must not do that, | 
eats it would go into the rules of the Sen- | 
ate that a standing committee was vested with 
certain powers, and that will neverdo!’’ How 
could the Senator from Indiana expect any 
thing else but that, to use his language, ‘‘ im- 
partial observers’’ would say that these were 
mere formalities, technicalities, thrown in the | 
way of the investigation which it was sought | 
to make? 

Well, Mr. President, the proposition to 
amend the resolution raising a standing com- 
mittee of the Senate by vesting it with the 
powers that had been given to the prior Com- 
mittee on Retrenchment was voted down. 
Then it was said, *‘ Oh, you have got civil ser- 
vice in this amendment, and that subject has 
already been referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.”’ I said to Senators, ‘*Let us take 
civil service out of the amendment, except 
that part of the provision which relates to the 
use of patronage for partisan purposes.’ Not 
satisfied with that, the newspapers say another 
caucus was called, and another resolution is 
brought into the Senate naming the members 
of the committee. 

Mr. President, | have nothing to say in re- 
gard to my associates who are to be placed | 
upon thecommittee. The chairman ofthe com- 
mittee, the honorable Senator trom Conneoti- 
eut, [Mr. Buckxtnenam,] is a gentleman of 
the highest character, one of the purest men in | 
public life in this country, one in whom I have 
the utmost confidence, who through a long life 
has been noted for his integrity, his uprightness, 


and his virtues in every walk of lite, and heis my || 


personal friend. I have no imputation to 
cast upon the committee as individual Senators. 
I would have no right to make imputations. 
In my heart I have no feelings of unkindness 
against one of them. But, in the language 
again of the Senator from Indiana, ‘‘impartial 
observers '’ will ask, how did this committee 
happen to be made up as it is? 

oe sir, we have arrived at the last step 
where it is proposed to form this committee 
after having voted down or laid on the table the 
various propositions to give it those powers 
without which it cam be of but little service. I 
have struggled here day after day, and until I 
fear I have wearied the Senate and made my- 


self obnoxious in trying to get a direct vote || 
to see whether the Senate was disposed to vest || 


this committee with powers that would make 


° ° | 
it efficient. 


Why, sir, the Senator from Con- | 


|| strange that the intelligent 





| standing committee of one House. 


| ability in public officers or agents. 


necticut, pure as he is, and opposed to every 
sort of iniquity in public or private life, can 
do nothing under this resolution unless you 
give him some power under which he can act. 
| And now when it is proposed to give him this 
power, we are told, ‘Oh, no, no power to send 
for persons and papers, no power to inquire 
whether the patronage of the Government is 
used for partisan purposes, no power to inquire 
whether out in Kentucky subordinate officers 


| pay on assessments made by political com- 
| mittees.’’ Sir, I want this committee clothed 
with authority to go and make all these in- 
quiries. It is accidental that I happen to know 
of this Kentucky case. It is accidental that I 
learned of the case in Vermont in reference to 
which I handed a letter to the Senator from 
| Vermont. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
you understand it? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The letter is a lengthy 
one. The writer complains, I think, of super- 
numerary Officers. 
Now, Mr. President, 


What was that case as 


I do not think it 
eople of this 
| country should have supposed that there was 
something in the way of investigation; but 
before taking my seat I desire to clear the 
skirts of the Republican party from any such 
imputation. I deny that thirty-four Senators 
in this body have a right to speak for the 
Republican party of this nation. They may 
speak for themselves, but they cannot bind the 
Republican party of my State, nor of the other 
States of this Union to any such proposition 
as will throw obstacles—whether designed or 
not, the people will understand them to be 
obstacles—in the way of investigation. The 
people of this country, as I said, do not care 
whether your investigations are by a joint 
select committee of the two Houses or by a 
They care 
not whether the power to send for persons and 
papers is exercised by a joint committee or by 
a standing committee. 

And, lest I forget it, Mr. President, let me 
say right here that this is a false alarm that is 
raised lest the rights of the citizen should be 
encroached upon if the committee is vested 
with power to send for persons and papers. 

| This committee has been treated as if it was 
to examine into the private affairs of citizens 
throughout the country. It is no such thing. 
It is a committee vested, if my amendment 
should be adopted, with power to send for 
persons and papers in reference to what? In 
reference to the expenditures in all branches 
of the service of the United States, and to 
inquire what offices ought to be abolished. Is 
there any objection to clothing a committee 
with power to send for persons and papers to 
make such inquiries, to know what offices 
ought to be abolished? Does that authorize 
the committee to summon before it the citizens 
of the country disconnected with office, and 
examine their private papers as to private 
matters? Not at all. It authorizes a com- 
mittee of the Senate of the United States to 
inguire into public matters, and that is a just 
authority Saloutine to a committee of this 
body. 

My proposition is to vestthe committee with 
power to send for persons and papers, so as to 
inquire into the methods of procuring account- 

Is that 
going to interfere with the rights of the citi- 
zen? It is in reference to public employ- 
ment, in reference to public money, in refer- 
ence to the collection, the care, and the dis- 
bursement of public funds, in reference to the 
official conduct of the men in office, that we 
propose to inquire; and am I to be told that 
it is a dangerous power for the Congress of the 
United States or one of its branches to inquire 
into the public service by sending for persons 
and sending for papers whenever they deem it 
necessary? So, sir, you see that this is no 
unusual power; it is no new resolution, 
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I have offered as an amendment to the pend. 


| ing proposition the resolution substantially - 


I offered it originally. I am met with a prop. 


| osition to strike out its vital parts, to deny 


| ment of political or party p 
| they are the vital parts of t 
| have had deducted nearly half their monthly |; 


the committee power to send for persons and 
papers, to deny the committee power to jp. 
quire into the propriety of withdrawing th. 
public service from being used as an instry. 

atronage. Gir 
is resolution, | 
show you instances of the abuse of public pat. 


|| ronage, and I wish this committee to haye 


_authority to inquire into it that we may have 





a purer public service, a higher standard 
political morals, and greater economy in the 
management of public affairs. Why this 
objected to, I cannot see. I see these tech. 
nical objections that are made, and I am no 
surprised that the country regards them ag 
technical. But, sir, [ deny that the Repubji. 
can party of this country or the Administration 
of the Government is opposed to investigation, 
is opposed to economy, is opposed to an jp. 
pret as to how moneys are collected and 
isbursed. 

It was in consequence of the abuses of the 
Government and its encroachments upon hu. 
man liberty that the Republican party was 
formed. It must not be false to its origin, and, 
sir, my Republicanism is not to be measured 
by the standard that is attempted to be set up 
here in this Senate Chamber. I repudiate it, 
I deny the authority of the Senator from Ip. 
diana or any other Senator, or forty Senators, 
to determine for me what true Republicanism 
is. The action that has been taken in this 
body is at war with the genuine principles of 
the party as enunciated from the beginning. | 
am willing that my action in reference to this 
matter shall go to the country, and let those 
who vote down the proposition they sustained 
for years explain the reason of their action, 


| if they can, to the satisfaction of the people 


they represent. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I have not 
attempted to measure the Republicanism of the 
Senator from Illinois. I have no right to do 
it. I have no power to do such a thing, even 
in regard to the humblest member of the party. 
I never assumed it. Whether the Senator is 
a Republican depends upon his own convie 
tion and action: and whether the people of 
this country believe that he is a Republican 
will depend, not upon what I or any other man 
may say, but upon what he himself may say 
or do. 

Now, Mr. President, the Senator has alluded 
to the caucus. I believe it is the first time 
that it has been mentioned here by any Repub- 
lican Senator on this floor. The caucus has 
been arraigned by him for having assumed juris: 
diction of this subject when it had no proper 
right todo so. The Senator has brought the 
caucus here; I have not. But when the Sen 
ator speaks of the caucus and arraigns it for 
taking jurisdiction of this matter, 1 think the 
Senator ought in all frankness, in justice to 
his associates and his party, to tell who it was 
that first brought this subject into caucus, who 
first carried it there; and I wait for an answer. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator refers 
to me, I will say that I have not yet stated what 
occurred in caucus. I have stated what the 
newspapers said. I should be very glad so 
far as | had any connection with proceedings 
in caucus to state it; but [doubt the propriety 
of doing so, andI have not gone into the action 
inside of the caucus. I will say this much, 
however, to the Senator, that I introduced the 
resolution into the Senate without instructions 
one way or the other from the caucus. 

Mr. MORTON. The Senator has not told 
us who brought this subject into caucus first. 
He says he has not gone into what the caucus 
did. He has. He is mistaken. When he 
mentioned what the newspapers said about 1 
we all understood him to mean that the caucus 
had taken jurisdiction of that question and that 
it had been considered in caucus. ‘That ' 
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bat the country understands. Now I will 
gt aside this veil. I have a right to do it in 
justice to myself and to every one of my asso- 
-jates. When that caucus 1s arraigned for 
-onsidering this question I have a right to ask 
of that Senator who first carried it there and 
ave it jurisdiction, and the Senator ought to 
answer in frankness, and if he did he would 
answer that not one of the majority whose 


action he has 


The Senator knows who it was 
chat did it. If he does not choose to answer, 
[ leave it there. One Senator, the Senator 
fom Kansas, [ Mr. Pomeroy, | tells that he has 
seen it stated in the papers that it was first 
carried into caucus by the Senator from IIli- 


I 


jnto caucus. 


18. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator will al- 
low me, I will state my action. When the 
Republican Senators met for the formation of 
the committees of thé Senate, which is usual, 
which I think isa proper matter for party con- 
sideration, no members of the Committee on 
Retrenchment were proposed. I moved sub- 
stantially—I do not remember the words, but 
substantially—that the committee that was 
forming the committees be directed to report 
4 Committee on Retrenchment. I was re- 
quested by a Senator to withdraw it for a mo- 
ment in order to have the other committees 
formed, not to delay action. I did so. As 
soon as they were announced, however, as 
soon as the committees had been raised, I 
renewed my motion for a Committee on Re- 
trenchment. A motion was immediately made 
and carried that the caucus adjourn. 

Now, if the Senator from Indiana does not 
see the difference, | am sure an intelligent 
public will. Iregardedit as very proper before 
the matter had been considered here at all, to 
move to have the Committee on Retrenchment 
continued which expired on the 4th of March 
last, to have the same committee fill up the 
names as far as the Senate was concerned. 
Of course it would have to go to the House of 
Representatives, being a joint committee ; but 
so far as the Senate was concerned, to present 
the names of Senators for that committee. I 
think that would be proper enough in a caucus. 
Now, however, when the caucus did not act in 
reference to the matter, I think it is a very 
different question, when it comes here and is 
presented in the Senate as to having investiga- 
tions, from what it would be in arranging our 
committees originally, as is the custom of the 
majority party at the assembling of each ses- 
s10n. 

Mr. MORTON. It is true, as the Senator 
says, that he did move for the appointment of 
a committee, by, according to my recollection, 
bringing forward in caucus the identical reso- 
lution that he introduced into the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Oh, no; no resolution ; 
simply a motion for the committee. 

Mr. MORTON. I thought the Senator had 
a resolution in his hand, and commenced 


reading it, if 1 remember correctly. I maybe 
wrong. 


a TRUMBULL. No; Ihad no resolution 
there. 

Mr. MORTON. Now, Mr. President, the 

Senator, in justification of what I regard as 
an attempt to take the whole subject of the 
reform of the civil service out of the hands of 
the President, and to ignore him now before 
the country after all has been done that we 
know of, says that what I shall now read is 
not embraced in the law which commits this 
matter to the President. I will read what is 
in his resolution : 
_ And also to consider the expediency of so amend- 
ing the laws under which appointments to the pub- 
tlc service are now made as to provide for withdraw- 
ing the public service from being used as an instru- 
ment of political or party patronage. 

The Senator says that is not comprehended 
or embraced in the act of which he himself 
was the author. I can only say that if it was 


arraigned here to-day was re- | 
sponsible for the first introduction of that thing | 


ee 


eee 





not, that act was exceedingly lame, and came 


short of embracing the principal thing that he | 


had talked about in this Senate for a long time. 
I undertake to say, and I challenge a success- 
ful contradiction from the reading of this law, 
that it does embrace the precise matter con- 
tained in this resolution, how to divorce the 
civil service system from politics. 
the law as it passed : 


“ That the President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to prescribe such rules for 


the admission of persons into the civil service of the | 


United States as will best promote the efficiency 


thereof, and ascertain the fitness of each candidate | 


in respect to age, health, character, knowledge, and 


ability for the branch of service into which he seeks | 


to enter; and for this purpose the President is au- 
thorized to employ suitable persons to conduct said 
inquiries, to prescribe their duties, and to establish 
regulations for the conduct of persons who may 
receive appointments in the civil service.” 


I will read | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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This law authorizes the President to pre- | 


scribe rules for the admission of persons into || 


the civil service; in other words, for their ex- 


amination and appointment upon questions of | 


fitness wholly independent of politics. 
that the power conferred ? 


Is not 
Was not that what 


everybody understood at the time, that there | 
were to be such regulations made for exam- | 


inations and for appointmentsas would remove 


these appointments from the incidents of polit- | 


ical service ? 
that power is conveyed by this law, and from 
what I have heard, that is one of the most 
important considerations which the commis- 
sion appointed under it has been considering. 
Then, in conclusion, it provides that the Presi- 
dent shall have power to provide regulations 


for persons who may be appointed, to control | 
their conduct, whether they shall take part in | 
politics, whether they shall contribute money | 


for political purposes. He is authorized to 
prescribe regulations for their conduct. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish the Senator would 
read the clause that authorizes him to do that. 

Mr. MORTON. Here it is: 

‘And for this purpose the President is authorized 
to employ suitable persons to conduct said inqui- 
ries, to prescribe their duties, and to establish regu - 


lations for the conduct of persons who may receive 
appointments in the civil service.’ 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Does not the Senator 


see that the commissioners whom the Pres- | 
That is | 


ident is to appoint are to do that? 
notin reference to the officers appointed. The 


last clause is merely telling for what purpose | 


the President may employ commissioners. He 
may employ commissioners to assist him in 
making regulations. 

Mr. MORTON. Precisely. And if they suit 
him he has power to apply them. 
izes him to call to his aid commissioners, and 


they are to present for adoption rules for the | 


conduct of the persons in the civil service; 
and furthermore, to prescribe rules for the 
admission of persons to the service, so that 
their appointments shall be removed from polit- 
ical influence. That is the power; that is the 


thing that we know was contemplated when that |/ 
law was passed; but now the Senator denies || 
I can only say | 


that it is embraced in his law. 
that if it was not, his law was lame; it was the 


play of Hamlet with the part of Hamlet left | 


out; he unfortunately omitted the most im- 
portant and material thing, according to his 
own construction, that was embraced in the 
reform of the civil service. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It was as much as I could 
do to get that through. 

Mr. MORTON. Well, sir; you got it all, 


and I never heard it denied until to-night that | 


this law referred the whole subject to the com- 
mission; and, asl am informed, the commis- 
sioners have so understood, that this whole sub- 
ject was referred to their consideration. And 
now, after this thing had been so fully com- 


mitted to the President, and he has been act- || 


| ing upon it, and this learned board has been 
| sitting so long to consider it, will not impar- 
| tial observers say that the attempt is made at 
| the last hour to wrest the whole subject from 


We all understand it, and clearly | 


It author- | 
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the President, that he may not have the credit 
before the country of reforming the civil ser- 
vice? 

One word further in regard to the power of 
the committee and otnd t said the other day. 
As I read to the Senate a little while ago, I 
said that this resolution gave no power to that 
committee to make investigations in regard to 
frauds and crimes, but I said it was assumed 
that it did, and I discussed it upon that hy- 
pothesis, and here is my language in the Globe 
to showit. But I from the first denied that that 
resolution gave that power, and it seems to me 
the Senator has abandoned it to-night in his 
speech. He says they should have power to 
send for persons and papers, to ascertain what 
offices can be abolished. If they cannot ascer- 
tain without sending for persons and papers 
what offices can be abolished let them have that 
power. If they cannot ascertain how the 
methods of accountability can be corrected or 
improved without having the power to send 
for private papers and for persons, let them 
have it. 

But, as I understand the Senator’s speech, 
and he cannot do otherwise, the claim that has 
been made throughout this whole discussion, 
that this resolution gave the power to investi- 
gate frauds and crimes, has been abandoned ; 
and I say in conclusion that every imputation 
which has been made upon the Senate, in it or 
out of it, that the majority were resisting the 
investigation of frauds and crimes, falls to the 
ground, because confessedly the resolution that 
has been contended for does not give that 
power. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr President, I only pro- 
pose to occupy the attention of the Senate 
for a very few moments; nor would I venture 
to speak at all at this time were it not for the 
fact that on Thursday last, while temporarily 
absent from my seat, at the time the proposi- 
tion to raise the Committee of Investigation 
and Ketrenchmeut was being diseussed, the 
honorable Senator from Missouri, whose seat 
ig upon the opposite side of the Chamber, [ Mr. 
Bair, }] took occasion to allude to the action 
of the President in suspending two United 
States officials in the State of Arkansas. [I send 
to the Secretary’s desk a copy of the Globe, 
and I ask to have read so much of the Senate 
proceedings of that day as is marked on the 
fourth page. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

“Mr. Brair. 
moment ? 

‘*Mr. WiLson. Certainly. 

“Mr. Biair. The Senator from Massachusetts is 
very boastful about this Administration, and its 
vigor in prosecutions. I should like to call his at- 
tention to the case that recently occurred in Arkan- 
sas,where the district attorney and marshal were both 
removed after procuring an indictment against an 
offender against the laws of the United States. 

“Mr, Scorr. If the Senator from Massachusetts 
will permit me, I think I can answer the inquiry. 

‘*Mr. WILson. Very well. 

That has been a subject which has 


Will the Senator yield to me a 


“Mr. Scorr. 
been before the public to some extent, and it has 
been a matter of investigation to an extent which I 
| am not permitted tospeak about here, but I may say 
|| this much, and the knowledge which I have on the 
subject enables me to say, that the measures for the 
removal of the district attorney and the marshal re- 
ferred to, were taken long before the indictment was 
| found against the officer referred to. 
| “*Mr. Biair. If the Senator will allow me another 
word in answer to that, I will say that I think the 
Senator from Pennsylvania is entirely mistaken. [I 
have the same means of knowledge on the subject 
that he has, and my memory is not as he has stated. 
The officers, as I understand, and as I think the Sen- 
ate will very soon have occasion to know, were 
turned out of their offices for finding an indictment 
against a person for violating the laws of the United 


States.” 

Mr. CLAYTON. Now, Mr. President, if 
the understanding of the Senator from Mis 
| souri is correct, if it is true that the President 
| in the exercise of his high functions has turned 
out of office two officers from the State of 
|| Arkansas simply because an indictment was 
|| found through their instrumentality against a 
|| person for a violation of the United States 

lames then indeed has he been guilty of a grave 
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and serious offense; but I undertake to say had been made because a certain individual || 


that the facts in the case do not warrant any | 
such conclusion, but, upon the contrary, that 
they were of such a nature as to have made it 
the imperative duty of the President to sus- 
pend those two officers. 

If the honorable Senator from Missouri will 
pardon me, I will venture to suggest that if he 
had shown asmall portion of that zeal which 
usually characterizes his investigations, espe- | 
cially into the alleged short-comings of this | 
Administration, before this charge was made | 
by him, in an attempt to ascertain the real 
motives of the President, I do not believe he 
would ever have made that charge upon this 


floor. If he had taken the trouble to have || 
gone to the Attorney General's office, he could | 


have there learned that on the 14th day of April, | 
six weeks before these suspensions took place, 

a Senator of the United States, representing 

in part the people of Arkansas, did prefer 

charges against those two officers; and upon | 
further inquiry he could have found out that | 
documents were left on file there in substan- 
tiation of those charges, and that those charges 
were not based upon the ground that an in- 
dictment had been found against any person. 
| hold in my hand a copy of one of those doc- 
uments. It is a report of a committee on be- | 
half of the senate of the State of Arkansas, | 
who were authorized, in conjunction with a 

like committee on behalf of the house, in re- | 
lation to election frauds in Pulaski county, 
Arkansas, committed at the November elec- 
tion in 1870. I should be glad, if the time of 
the Senate would permit, to have this report 
read, but as it is late, I will only ask to have 
so much of it read as I have marked, and I 
will say that both branches of the General 


Assembly, by a large majority of each house, || 


adopted the report. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


“Your committee are informed that no man con- | 
nected with these frauds and outrages has been 
arrested or indicted, and that the participants 
therein openly boast that the clerk and sheriff of 
Pulaski county will never let a grand jury be im- 
paneled that would indict them. Not one officer 
‘lothed with the majesty of the law, from Marshal | 
Catterson down to his lowest deputy, discharged his | 
sworn duty, but, on the contrary, used it to aid in 
the acts of fraud and violence to which we have 
called attention. The deputy sheriffs, like the dep- 
uty marshals, were often one and the same person; | 
if any one of the latter class performed the duty 
enjoined on them by the law of the State we have 
been unable to learn his name. 

“Your committee are of opinion that it ought to 
be made a penal offense for a person acting as a 
deputy sheriff to, at the same time, exercise the 
powers and duties of a deputy United States mar- 
shal.. The combination of the two offices in one per- 
son was one of the means by which these frauds were 
consummated, 

“Your committee would further recommend that 
thought be given as to the propriety of separating | 
the election of State and county officers from the 
election of members of Congress. If this should 
be done the United States marshals would have no | 
excuse for interfering and overriding all law for the | 
purpose of forcing obnoxious men, not into Con- 
gress, but into the Legislature of the State, as was 
the object in the late election.” 


Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, the mar- 
shal referred to in this report as having used 
his office to aid in the perpetration of frauds 
and outrages is one of the officers alluded to | 
whom the President has suspended. Now, I 
ask the honorable Senator from Missouri 
whether, with such information, emanating | 
from the very highest authority in the State of | 
Arkausas other than the people themselves, 
laid before the executive department of this | 
Government, he is still of the opinion that this 
officer was removed because and for the single 
reason that an indictment had been found 
against some individual? 

_Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, the informa- 
tiou that | have upon the subject to which the 


| Mr. CLAYTON. 


| had been indicted for a violation of a law of 
the United States. Inasmuch as the indi- 
vidual was the Senator himself who has just 


indicted, and as upon the trial of that indict- 
ment 4 motion was made, a technical motion, 
by which he was discharged, and his trial was 
never gone into, that bas strengthened my 
faith in the testimony given by the witnesses. 
The ground taken was that the Senator, who 
was then Governor of the State of Arkansas, 
| was not such an officer of elections as was em- 
| braced or named in the enforcement law, as it 


| there was not one word said about an 


addressed the Senate, as he was the person || 


| of the President of the United States. 


and are his vindicator, and they speak in 
| loud enough and clear enough to be heard all 


was called, and hence, not being such an officer, || 


he could not come within the purview of the 
statute. 
facts, it might have changed my opinion in 
regard to the testimony of those witnesses. 
Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I have 
abstained from referring to what may have 
taken place before a committee which has not 
yet reported to this body. I am, it is true, « 
young member of this body, and before pro- 
ceeding further I should like to know from the 


will probably go further into investigations of 
these facts, can be known at this time in 
open Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
understands not. 
Very well, sir. Then 
| although, as I said before, l am a young mem: 


'| example of the honorable Senator from Mis- 


| souri, and infringe upon its rules if I know it. 
| I will say this much, however, as through the 
| courtesy of the chairman of that committee 
that report is furnished to me, I undertake to 
say that it does not establish what the Senator 
from Missouri has stated; but from the investi- 
gation had there, the ex parte investigation 
of one of the officers who were suspended, it 
is shown that three weeks before the indict- 
ment was found against me measures had been 
taken for the removal of those officers and that 
the remarks of the Senator from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Scorr] on the occasion referred to were 
perfectly correct in that respect. 

I have shown you, Mr. President, what the 
nature of those charges was. This officer was 
charged with using his office as United States 
marshal in the perpetration of frauds and vio- 
lence in the State of Arkansas. A great deal 
| of clamor has been made of late by a certain 
class of politicians about what is termed the 
unwarranted interference of Federal officials 
in the affairs of the States; and yet when a 


If he had stood his trial upon the | 


The Chair || 
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it was six weeks before the removal took place 

indict 
ividual 
emoved 


ment having been found against the ind 
now addressing you; and he was notr 
for any such reason. 


I do not make these remarks in Vindication 


That 
ation 
8peak 
© past 
r him 
tones 


distinguished officer requires no vindic 
from me. It has been said that actions 
louder than words. His actions in th 
and his actions in the present speak fo 


over this country, from one end to the othe; 
and the patriotic citizens of this country, from, 
the highest to the lowest, at the proper time 
will respond to that language. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pend. 


ing question is upon the amendment offered by 


| the Senator from Rhode Island to the amend. 


|| Chair whether the report of a committee which | 
'| has notyet finished its investigation, but which 


|| mittee. 
|| ber of this body, [ do not intend to follow the 


ment offered by the Senator from Illinois, 
Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I rise to make 
a single remark on that question. I am op. 
posed to the proposition of the honorable Sep. 
ator from Rhode Island for this reason: ag | 
understand the proposition of the Senator fro 
Illinois, it proposes to clothe the committee 
with power to examine whether the patronage 
of the General Government has been brought 
into conflict with the right of suffrage and {or 
purposes of general corruption. I think tha: 
there can be no more legitimate subject for 
inquiry connected with the duties of this com- 
There is no Senator who would not. 
in theory at least, condemn the bringing of 
the patronage of the General Government into 


| conflict with the freedom of suffrage and to be 


case of this kind, as clearly substantiated as a | 


by the courts, is brought to the knowledge of 
the President and the officer so interferring 
unwarrantably is suspended, these same gen- 
tlemen raise a hue and cry all over this coun- 
try, that an officer has been suspended simply 
because an indictment was found against a 
| certain individual! 

Now, one word in relation to the indictment 
itself, as the Senator has seen fit to allude to 
it. It ought to be a pretty good argument with 
a State-rights Democrat, if with no one else, 
that an individual exercising the powers and 
functions of Governor of a State owes some 
duty to his State. I venture to say that the 
first step the gentleman himself would have 
taken, if he had been Governor of a State and 
had been called into a Federal court to answer 
for what he did while Governor of that State 


| under the laws of his State. would have been 


to deny the jurisdiction of that court. He 
would have said, ‘*‘ You have no right to brin 


Senator alludes was from testimony taken | me into your court and ask as to how I enforce 
before the Committee on Alleged Outrages || the State laws.”’ 


in the South. Certain witnesses were called || 


Mr. President, I should like to allude to the 


before that committee and gave their testi- || removal of this district attorney, but I for- 


mony, and it was to the effect that I stated to i 


. bear. But] say that from the commencementof 
the Senate the other day, that these removals || 


the measures to bring about his removal—and 


case can be which has not been adjudicated | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


! 


used for purposes of general corruption. 
Now I understand that one of the branches 
of the resolution of the honorable Senator 
from Illinois directs, empowers, requires this 
committee to inquire whether the patronage 


| of the General Government has been brought 


in conflict with the freedom of suffrage or bas 
been used for purposes of corruption gener- 
ally. I think, sir, that that portion of the 
resolution contemplating such an_ inquiry 
ought to be retained, and it probably will be. 
as valuable or more valuable than all the rest 
of the resolution besides. 

Mr. WILSON. I desire to say but a single 
word. I feel myself compelled to vote forthe 
amendment moved by the Senator from Rhode 
Island. ' I feel under obligations to do so; but 
I wish tosay now, distinctly, that if that amend: 
ment succeeds, I shall vote for the other por: 
tions of the amendment proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Illinois whenever they are presented, 
whether to-day, to-morrow, or any other day: 
and shall vote for any proposition couched in 
proper language, moved by any Senator, kie- 
publican or Democratic, in this body, to invest: 
igate the affairs of our country anywhere. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask to have the 
amendment reported on which we are to vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend: 
ment will be reported. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I suggest that the Secre- 
tary put the whole subject before the Senate 
by reading first the resolution of the Senator 
from Rhode Island, and then the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Illinois. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secre- 
tary will report the entire proposition. 

The Cater Cierx. The resolution of the 
Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. AntHoxY] 
is as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Investigation 
and Retrenchment be composed of the following 
Senators: Mr. Buck1nGuaM, (chairman,) Mr. PRatT, 
Mr. Hower, Mr. Harvan, Mr. Stewart, Mr. Pool, 
and Mr. Bayarp. 

That resolution was amended by adding the 
name of Mr. Casserty to the committee. 

The Senator from Illinois [Mr. TrumBv1t] 

roposes to amend the resolution by adding (0 
it the following words : 


And that said committee of Investigation and 
Retrenchment be instructed to inquire into the 
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; in all branches of the service of the 
ex ree and to report whether any and what 
ee ought to be abolished ; whether any and 
a salaries or allowances ought to be reduced ; 


what are th 


in public officers or agents in the care and disburse- | 
i 


ic moneys; whether moneys have been 
ment of et whether any officers or agents or 
See persons have been or are employed in the 
* blic service without authority of law or unneces- 
- ‘iy: and generally how and to what extent the 
expenses of theservice of the country may and ought 
to becurtailed. s , 

And also to consider the expediency of so amend- 
sno the laws under which appointments to the pub- 
eservice arenow made as to provide for withdraw- 
ing the public service from being used as an instru- 
ment of political or party patronage. : s 

That said committee be authorized to sit during 
the recess of Congress, to send for persons and papers, 
and to report by bill or otherwise; and that said 
committee may appoint a clerk. 


It is proposed to amend that amendment to 
the original resolution by striking out from it 
the following paragraph : 

And also to consider the expediency of so amend- 


ing the laws under which appointments to the public | 
service are now made as to provide for withdrawing | 
the public service from being used as an instrument | 


of political or party patronage. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President-— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Vermont. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. And also ‘‘to send for 

ersons and papers.’’ ‘The motion is to strike 

out both of those last clauses, is it not? As 
[ understand it, the proposition is to strike out 
the inquiry as to the use of patronage for 
partisan purposes, and also to strike out the 
authority to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. ANTHONY. - I understand it is to 
strike out that portion of the amendment 
which has been already referred to another 
committee, of which the Senator himself is 
chairman, and to leave the authority to send 
for persons and papers and the authority to 
appoint a clerk to the committee itself, when- 
ever it asks for them to give them to it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Now, I wish to know 
exactly what the motion is to strike out. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understands thet the motion of the Senator 
from Khode Island is to strike out all of the 
proposed amendment of the Senator from IIli- 
nois after the word ‘* curtailed.’’ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Now, will the Secretary 
read just what is to be stricken out? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think I have the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Vermont is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I supposed you would 
like to have that read. I thought we were 
trying to ascertain what we were to vote upon. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My excellent friend from 
Illinois never knows that anybody has the 
floor but himself. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. I resume my 
seat until the question of order is settled. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. My point of order is 
this: I called for the reading of the resolution 
and amendments; and before I understood 
what was proposed to be stricken out, the Sen- 
ator from Vermont undertook to take the floor 
from me. [insist upon my right to know what 
the motion to strike out is. I asked to have 
the words read, and before that was done the 
Senator from Vermont, as I understand it, had 
0 right to take the floor at all. He had no 
‘ight to it until that was read, so that the Sen- 
ate could understand what it was that we were 
to vote upon. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I respectfully submit to 
my distinguished friend from Illinois, that 
before he had risen at all I had risen and been 

recognized by the Chair, and then, with that 
usual modesty which characterizes him, he 


canna to have several papers read mean- 
ime. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The decision 
of the Chair is thatthe Senator from Vermont 
was recognized. My recollection is, that I 
spoke the name of the Senator from Vermont 
hefore the Senator from Illinois rose. 


I call the Senator to 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. I insist, if the Chair | Mr. TRUMBULL. 


will allow me, that it was not competent for | 


|| the Chair to recognize the Senator trom Ver- 
e methods of procuring accountability | 


mont until what [ had called for had been 
reported to the Senate so that I could under- 
stand it. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Senator 
from Illinois was in his seat at the time the 
Chair recognized the Senator from Vermont, 
as the Chair now understands. The Senator 
from Illinois then rose and made a request 
which, so far as the present occupant of the 
chair had observed, was never objected to, and 
the Chair made no mention of it, but permitted 
the Clerk to proceed with the reading, under- 
standing, however, that the Senator from Ver- 
mont had the floor and yielded informally to 


the reading of the resolution and the amend- || 


ment. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I feel constrained to 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


ator from Illinois appeals from the decision of 


The Sen- | 


| the Chair deciding that the Senator from Ver- | 


| 
| 
} 





| 


| not take the appeal. 


mont is entitled to the floor ; and the question 


Mr. THURMAN. 
Illinois will not take an appeal. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I think it due to myself 


that [ should appeal for the purpose of placing | 


myself right before the Senate and the country. 
Mr. THURMAN. I say I hope the Sen- 


| ator will not appeal, because it is a mere 
question of fact who rose first and was recog- | 


nized by the Chair first. That is a question 
of fact that we cannotdecide. I do not know 
how it is. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If that were so I should 
I do not understand it 
to be a question of fact at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the Sen- 


ator from Illinois will permit, the Chair will 


remark that’ the question, as he understands | 


it and decides it, is purely and solely a ques- 
tion of fact. 
been understood to be on the floor requesting 
the reading of this resolution, the Chair would 


not have recognized the Senator from Ver- | 


mont until that reading was completed; but 
the understanding of the Chair was, that the 
Senator from Vermont was recognized before 
the Senator from L[ilinois requested that the 


resolution be read, and that at the time the | 


Senator from Vermont was recognized the 
Senator from Illinois was in his seat. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I take it that the appeal 
from the decision of the Chair is a debatable 
question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 


Yes, sir. 
If it was a struggle as to 


had the floor, | should yield at once to the 
decision of the Chair as recognizing the Senator 
from Vermont. There can be no question of 
fact between the Chair and myself in regard to 
that. I called originally for the reading of 


If the Senator from Illinois had | 


t '| Senator from Illinois. 
|| is ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the || 
| judgment of the Senate?’ 
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The Senator from Ihli- 
nois was in his seat when the Chair recognized 
the Senator from Vermont. My point is not 
that being in my seat changedit. I had called 


| for the reading, and I thought I had a right to 


have my call answered. It had not been an- 
swered ; and up to the present time, so far as I 
have heard—other Senators may be informed— 


| the Secretary has not read by itself the motion 


| I did not understand him to do so. 


of the Senator from Rhode Island. If he has, 


I wanted 


| him to read the precise amendment of the Sen- 


ator from Rhode Island, which was the thing 
I called for before the Senator from California 
addressed the Chair at all, and long before the 
Senator from Vermont did. 

Now, Mr. President, I conceive that I had 
a right to that, sitting in my chair or not, after 


| I had made the call; and it was not competent 


for the Chair to recognize any one else. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understands the fact to be that the Secretary 
had proceeded and finished the reading of 


| what he understood to be called for by the 


the amendment proposed by the Senator from | 


Rhode Island. That was before the Senator 
from Vermont had attempted to address the 
Chair at all. The Senator from California 
then asked to have the whole resolution re 
ported. My cali was to have reported what 


the Senator from Rhode Island proposed as | 


an amendment to my proposition. 


"he Sen- | 


ator from California then requested to have the | 


whole series of propositions read. The whole 
was read. Some confusion then occurred in 
the reading of the last of it, as to whether it 
was intended to strike ont both the clause as 


age. While that contusion existed the Chair 
recognized the Senator trom Vermont. 


| 


At that point the Sea 
ator from Vermont arose, the Senator from 


| Illinois being in his seat, and the Secretary 
| hope the Senator from |, 
'| understood to be called for by the Senator 


having concluded the reading of what he 


from Illinois, and the Senator from Vermont 
was recognized. Upon that statement of facts, 
assuming these to be the facts, the Chair over- 
rules the point of order made by the Senator 
from Illinois; and the Senator from Illinois 
appeals. The question is, ‘‘ Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
Senate?”’ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I was very unfortunate 
in hearing it, if the Secretary did report it. 
If that is the state of the facts, of course [ 
will not appeal. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
ie eqnally unfortunate if it is not the state of 
facts. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. | withdraw the appeal 
if the Secretary states that he read the propo- 
sition of the Senator from Rhode Island. | 
have not heard it read. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I may be allowed to 
observe, if the Senator from Vermont has no 
great objection, that what we wanted to get at 
was what we had to vote upon at this time 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If I understand this ap- 
peal to be withdrawn, and I am still entitled to 
the floor by having been put down by my friend 
from illinois, I want the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Vermont is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 





Does the 


; | Senator from Vermont yield to the Senator 
whether the Senator from Vermont or myself || 


from California? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, sir, Idonot. Now, 
Mr. President, I will oblige my friend from 
California 

Mr. CASSERLY. I suppose, as Mrs. Page 
says in the play, there will come a time. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It shall come now. I 
ask the President to direct the Secretary to 
read the amendment of the Senator from Rhode 
Island again, in full, in order that my friend 
from Illinois and my friend from California, 
and all my other friends, may hear it if they 
will pay attention, as they ought to have paid 
before, and then I will go on. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secre 
tary will read the amendment. 

The Cuter Cierk. It is proposed to strike 
out from the amendment submitted by the 





|| Senator from Illinois the following words: 
to the power to send for persons and papers | 


: ; i] 
and the clause relating to the use of the patron- 1 ing the laws under which appointments to the pub- 


And also to consider the expediency of so amend- 


|| lie service are now made as to provide for withdraw- 


| 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Butthe Chair | 


understands that at that point the Senator from 


Illinois was in his seat, and then made the 
supplemental request in consequence of the 


confusion which arose. 


ing the public service from being used as an instrn- 
ment of political or party patronage. 3 7 
That said committee be authorized to sit during 


| the recess of Congress, to send for persons and papers, 


i} 
| 


+} 
'} 
i 


and to report by bill or otherwise; and that said 
committee may appoint a clerk. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, Mr. President, this 
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amendment has been read twice, and I trust 
good friend from Illinois will under 
It has struck me in the 
course of four or five daysthat there were one 
or two lines in an old nursery song that used 
ty be sung when I was a 


that my 


atand what it means. 


small boy, which was 

1 hundred years ago, [laughter,| that 
v lapply thi 
I wi not ty 


to the management of this debate; 
upon which side 
ivghbtimply a reflection upon 


because that 


and 


nthis way 


omebody ; 
ect the song, it ran about 
"Be pat in his thumb, 


And he pulled out a plumb 
And said what a good bo) 


Mr. ANTHONY 
Mr. EDMUNDS 
ter, Mr. Pre 
{ Laughter. | 


am | 

= Big boy 

‘* Big boy’’ is much bet 
der Le I A cept the 
He re has been a week's debate 


amendment 


with “*great excitment, as the newspapers 
say, and the country is convulsed over what? 
Over the juestion whether we shal! havea joint 


selact committee of the two Hous to rake 
over the whole fie ld of p iblic ervice and see 


what they can find, with power to send for 
persons and papers and sit in the recess; or 


whether we sha have a standing committee 


.* 
of mn shall 


the body whose gene ral juris hictic 
t estigation and the reform of the 
That is just the 
simple truth of it, magnify it as Senators may ; 
magnity it as newspapers may 
papers sometimes delight in magnifying affairs. 
lean appeal to my good friend from Rhode 
Island for that. 
Mr. ANTHONY, 
ter. | 
Mr. EDMUNDS 


of the occasions. 


i 
be that of inv 


st 
service of the Government. 


because news 


Very seldom. [Laugh 

Seldom; but this i 
But that is the whole of the 
and because some Senators have found 
thata majority of their fellows (who are equals 
here, 


the iarger 


one 


siory; 


although they do not always come from 
States) do not happen to think as 
they do, the majority must be read out of the 
Republican party and turned over to the bad, 
because they think there is a better way of 
getting at the honest truth than that proposed 
by the minority; and so there is an end of the 


Republican party, there isan end of the Admin 


1 i iwh ym nobody has undertaken to speak 
for! Certainly, no member of the Adminis 
ration and no cousin or friend of any member 

he Administration, outside of legislators 
who had fA right to speak to meon the subject, 


has ever opened his lips to me on the subject; 
and | venture to say that there. is no Repub 
lican senator or Democratic Senator who hears 
me but who will say the same thing. 

Vhat does it all mean, Mr. President? It 
was advertised in advance, as all circuses are. 
Some of the New York papers—one of them, 
oertainly—gave us notice in advance of exactly 
what sort of a menagerie we were to have, pre 
cisely what sort of elephants and other animals 
were to be trotted out into the ring to perform, || 

| exactly the ultimate object of the perform- 
ance, ‘The millennium, or whatever you may 
call it, say the Presidency—I call it the mil 
lennium, because when the millennium comes || 
we shall all be Presidents—we were told was | 
the object of the performance. I know that || 
my good triend from Illinois had no such object | 
by any means; but he was likeone of the inno- 
cent boys that paste up the posters for a men 
agerie or circus that is coming around, and 
did not understand the deep significance of the 
thing. He carries the brash and the paste, | 
and the programme, or whatever they call it, 
and wherever he can find a post, on it goes; 
and he believesas Paul did when he wentdown 
to a certain city, that he is performing great 
service to save this great country from an im- 
vending disaster. He has a right to his belief. 
| do not question it at all. 1 do not undertake 
to read him out of my party, or out of his own | 
party, (whichever that may be, or whichever | 
mine may be,) for his opinions. He has a 
right to them, and to his actions. 

But the effort which seems to have been 
made somewhere and somehow to advertise || 


in that way, after by general consent within a 


_administration of Mr. Johnson, because, as the 
_ preamble of that old resolution stated—which 
_my friend does not propose now, showing that | 
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this as a great raid upon the Administration 

by which, I suppose, is meant the body ofmen, 
legislative as well as executive, who are carry- 
ing on the Government of the country) is not 
disguised from the eyes of any intelligent man, 
whether he is honest or dishonest. Of course 
that does not apply to the Senate as to dishon- 
esty. We are all honest here. Everybody 
understands it. But, as I said before, it is all 
hung on the slender little thread of the ques- 
tion whether we should create a joint select 
special committee with power to send for per- 
sons and papers, or whether we should create 
a standing committeé of this body, having ex 
actly such powers, great or small, more or less, 
as every other standing committee has. That 
is all. 

Now, my honorable friend from Illinois tells 
us that we have experienced a new light, and 
that the scripture that he preached to us as 
late as the 7th of December, and that we did 
not believe in then, has come to be gospel 
now No, sir, it 
scripture that he preached then, and insisted | 
upon then, for I asked my honorable friend 
myself to propose a stahding and not a joint 
committee, for we had found what the difficul- || 
ties were respecting the powers of joint com- 
mittees by a case that was then before us, and 
without success. Now, everybody here agree- 
ing that he was desirous of the fullest investiga- 


tion in a regular and methodical and effective |! 


way, the minority say, if my friend from Illi 
nois represents them, that, inasmuch as the | 
majority prefer an effectual rather than an 
ineffectual way to promote the public good, 
therefore the public is to believe that we are 
covering up fraud, and that nobody is to be | 
trusted but those who make loud professions 
in favor of particular methods of investigation, 
which are not thought to be wise. Where 
does my honorable friend get the warrant, 
which he says we have not to arraign him— 
und I do not do it—where does he get the | 


| warrant to arraign the majority of his friends 


in this Chamber on either side or on all sides, 
because they differ with him in a method of 
accomplishing a public object? | 
Can he tell me that the Committee on the 
Judiciary has been ineffectual in the promo 
tion of the public good because there is never | 
attached to it by any general order of the Sen- | 
ate the power to send for persons and papers? 
Has it been derelict in its duty for the last 
twelve years, since my honorable friend has | 
been upon it, because it has never had the | 
authority in times of war and public distress || 
and commotion to send for a person or call 


for a paper until a special investigation was || 


referred to it by this body? 
not say so. 

Wherefore, then, has my friend a right to 
say that anybody has changed his ground ? 

A majority of this body have stood upon || 
precisely the same ground from the beginning || 
to the end, and that was that it courted a 
desired all investigation, and in the most | 
effective way; but it was not willing that a || 
joint select committee of the two Houses, with |! 
power to sit in the recess, which, by common | 


No, sir, he can- | 


consent at the expiration of the last Congress, 
was permitted to sink into ‘‘the tomb of the | 
Capulets,’’ and which was not proposed to be || 
revived in this Chamber at the commencement || 
of this Congress, should again be revived now; 
and for the reason, so far as I am concerned— 
and I only speak for myself—that a proposal 
to revive a committee of that character, and 


year it had been allowed to drop, would have 
given occasion for evil-minded men to say that 
something new and frightful had been discov- | 
ered in the public service which required again 
a reorganization of this committee, which was | 
feataed, as you all know, in the time of the | 








he understood we were not under the same | 


is not by any means the || 





December 18 





—_—— 





| circumstances—it was a time of extreme pub. 
| lie crisis, it was a time for sweeping publi 
inquiry, because in the opinion of the 
Houses that adopted that resolution the 


ee : 4 Te Was 
a condition of’affairs which should give eo, 
cern to the whole body of the country in respect 


to the corruptions of the Government, 
That was the preamble to the resolutio, 
| which my friend from Illinois has now offered 
which preamble showed that that resolutiog 
for a joint select committee was a resolution 
for a special exigency of public affairs, for gy 
extreme crisis, in which both Houses of Cop. 
gress felt and believed—and as I think the 
truth was—that the whole body of the Admin. 
istration was corrupt. Does my honorable 
friend think so now? If so, his patriotism 
would have impelled him to put in his rego 
lution with the old preamble. No, he pro 
poses to do the very same thing, striking of 
the cause for it, which Congress declared to b¢ 
the reason for such extraordinary action when 
they adopted the original resolution. Aud ye 
the majority of this body are arraigned 
being derelict in duty, held up before the couy 
try, asit is called—that is, held up tothe dozey 
or two dozen respectable gentlemen who send 
out the sort of impressions we make upon 
them to the country—as beivg remiss in duty 
| and afraid of investigation, because we choose 
to do a thing in a little different way from 
others. I appeal to my honorable friend from 
[ilinois that that is carrying the joke—for it js 
a joke—a little too far. 
My friend from Lilinois objects to this amend 
' ment of the Senator from Khode Island be. 


| cause it strikes out that clause which relates 


| to an inquiry into the method of excluding 
public patronage from being used in the oper. 
| ations of politics. ‘That is a very proper sub 
ject of inquiry. 1 have endeavored ever since 


| IT have been in Congress, on all proper occa- 
| sions, and in the old Committee on Retrench- 


ment, to accomplish that thing, and that Com- 
mittee on Retrenchment exhausted its powers 
and its methods of investigation upon that 
point, and reported the result to the two Houses 
of Congress, in the civil service bill which | 


| have had the honor to reintroduce at this ses: 


sion. 
The very theory of that civil service reform 
is invested in the fact that itis to withdraw from 


|| executive or congressional patronage—and the 
| patronage is much more largely congressional 


than it is executive—to withdraw from sen: 
atorial and representative patronage the offices 
of the Government; a you cannot intro 
duce a civil service reform, such as that bill 
provides for, making the service in all civil 
departments of the Government as permanent 
as it is in the military and naval departments, 
without considering and without accomplish 
ing the consideration of those measures which 
shall withdraw, in the language which is pro 
posed to be stricken out, that very abuse from 
the hands of Senators and Representatives 
and the Executive Departments. 

Therefore, if the Committee on the Judiciary 


| is to consider the propriety of the passage of 


the bill which I have introduced, then the 
Committee on the Judiciary must be intrusted 
with the means and the faculties which will 
enable them to cover the subject; and yet my 
friend from Illinois does not contend that this 
matter is to be referred to two committees. 
Still it is an essential, it is the vital part o! 
the bill which is before the Committee on the 
Judiciary, that it is to withdraw from sena 
torial and representative and executive pat: 
ronage the offices of the Government, becaus¢ 
it puts the offices of the Government in a pos! 
tion of independence above Senators and Rep: 
resentatives and Executives, and makes their 


title to their office and their continuance in It 


for a given or an indefinite length of time, 4 
may be wise, independent of the will of any 
man, and dependent only, as it is in the Arm) 


and the Navy, upon the fidelity of the per 


formance of their functions. 
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Wherefore, then, does my honorable friend 
desire to split up this investigation? Is he 
afraid of himself? Is he afraid of those of us | 
who have stood by that principle and by that bill | 
from the time of its birth to this day? He is 
not. He is laboring under a mistake, there- 
fore, if he will give me leave to say so, when 
he supposes that the consideration of that bill 
in the Judiciary Committee does not involve || 
the very question that he now wishes by this 
art of his resolution to commit to another 
ommittee. Hence I think he ought not, of 
‘|| men, to object to that clause being stricken 
out from this resolution. 

But my honorable friend says that there are 
jmmeasurable bases in respect to assessments || 
for political purposes, and he has read from | 
Kentucky, or somewhere, the fact that one col- 
lector has called upon another for an assess- || 
meut. I think that is very wrong. The old 
Committee on Retrenchment investigated into 
matters of that kind, and they thought it was 
very wrong to compel, under official sanction, 
the payment of any assessments by any officer 
to the support of any candidate whatever. 
There is no doubt of it; and yet the very ques- 
sion of whether an assessment is to be imposed 
upon au Officer at the risk of his being turned 
out if he does not pay it comes right into the 
very question of the permanence which the 
law is to give to his holding of office, which is 
the very proposition that the bill I have sent 
to my honorable friend’s committee covers. 
Does he wish to deprive his own conimittee of 
the power to cover that question in this bill? 
If he is in earnest, as I cannot doubt that he 
is in favor of this reform; if he believes in its 
constitutionality as I wish he had believed in || 
the constitutionality of the tenure-of office || 
bill, which he did not vote for; if he believes | 
in the constitutionality of a limitation upon | 
the presidential power of appointment and | 
removal from office, a limitation upon the | 
power of appointment and removal by the 
courts and the heads of Departments, as I hope 
he does, (which is the very principle and the | 
whole life of the bill regulating the tenure of | 

! 
| 
| 
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civil offices, which did not have the favor of 
his vote,) then I hope he will permit the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, of which he is the 
honored chairman, to have free scope over all 
subjects involved in the bill, in order that they 
may make it perfect and complete and carry 
it, as I hope they may, upon the solid consti- 
tutional ground that the tenure-of-office bill 
stood upon, through to a successful termin 
ation. 

But, Mr. President, on this subject of assess- 
ments, perhaps the country ought not to be | 
shocked out of its supper, as we are at this 
moment out of ours, on account of political | 
assessments. Perhaps my honorable friend 
has heard of Senators being assessed, as grave | 
au Offense as that is against the Constitution. I 
have. I rather suspect that my Democratic 
friends over the way have heard of even Sen- 
ators, as high and impregnabie and independent 
as we are, being called on sometimes to pay 
for the printing of ballots, to pay for horse 
hire, and carrying the lame and the blind and 
the halt to the polls, to pay for the expenses 
of public meetings, the gas and the fuel and 
the stationery; sometimes to pay honorable 
Republicans who will not speak for Republic- 
anism unless they are paid. 

Why, Mr. President, the world will not go 
without money. You cannot even carry on a 
church in my country unless you subscribe 
once inawhile. It may be different in Illinois ; || 
I'dare say itis. Therefore, whilethis method of 
Coercive assessments against public officers is | 
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one which everybody condemns and ought to 
condemn, and which this bill of mine, if you 
will pass it, will cut up, yet it is not entirely 
necessary to show that the world is coming to 
anend to-night or to-morrow because it has 
happened that even in the great State of Ken- 
tucky and at the Confederate cross-roads some 





collector of internal revenue has called upon 
his subordinate to pony up for the general pur- | 
poses of emancipation and illumination in that 
State! [Laughter. ] 

Then, Mr. President, we have a ‘‘ screed” | 
on the subject of caucuses. That is a subject 
that I do not propose to speak upon. I some- 
times do not attend caucuses, but when I do, 
as they are supposed to be consultations among 
gentlemen, much like private consultations 
between lawyers and clients or other people 
who wish to have confidential considerations, | 
am not very apt to tell of them; and, there- 
fore, I shall be obliged to pass over that part 
of this remarkable discussion that we have 
had, which relates to what a caucus ought to 
do or has done. I will only say that it does 
appear from the newspapers that before it is 
said that any caucus was called at all one dis- 
tinguished member of the Republican party 
was to introduce this very performance and 
was to bring on this very momentous crisis. | 
do not think that honorable Senator knew it. 
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pointed toward me at least, so as to direct 
attention to me. If he did not mean me, | 
beg pardon for having interrupted him. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Any man of taste in 
this Chamber cannot help looking at my good 
friend, General LoGan, as often as he can get 
achance ; but] assure my friend in all sincerity 


| that in the first place | am obliged to coni/ess 


I do not think he even saw the newspaper that | 
said it; but it happened, by one of those | 
remarkable coincidences which wil! happen | 


sometimes, that just as the newspaper pre- 


dicted—perhaps my honorable friend from | 


Rhode Island can tell how these things come | 


out in the way of prophecy—so the very thing 
was done. But, Mr. President, what is a 
caucus that it is to be objected to, if one has 
been held? 

Mr. LOGAN. 
me for a moment? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
pleasure. 

Mr. LOGAN. 


alluding to me. 


Will the Senator yield to 


If he is, | would like him to 


| explain what disclosures I have made in ref- 


erence to acaucus? I said nothing about what 
was done in caucus. I spoke of the fact that 


With the greatest of | 


I presume the Senator is | 


caucuses were called, as everybody knows, | 


and as has been published in the papers. 
deed, all that they did has been published. | 
did not, however, disclose what was done in 
caucus. 
for I presume he alluded to me, that I was not 


| 
In- 


If the gentleman meant to insinuate, | 


_chusetts had been on the floor. 
| the admirable speeches, and only seem to hear 


playing the part of a gentle:nan in what I said, | 
have only to say that | said nothing in refer- | 


ence to what a caucus had done or what a 


close secrets than he is. 


| caucus would do; | am not any more aptto dis- | 
| will only say, inas- | 


much as the matter of the caucus has come up, | 


that I retired from it. That much I will say. 
I do not consider myself bound by it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I feel 
obliged to apologize to my honorable friend 
from Illinois. 

Mr. LOGAN. 
apologize. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 


It is not at all necessary to 


I feel obliged to apolo- 


| gize by telling him that I had not him in my 


mind at all; that I did not even know that he 
had said anything about a caucus, or alluded 
to it. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. LOGAN. Will the Senatorallow me a 
moment? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. With pleasure. 

Mr. LOGAN. I am alwaysdelighted at the 
wit of the gentleman, no matter whether it 
comes toward me or toward others. | have a 
very vivid recollection, however, of the debate 
to day; and although I may be so insignificant, 
so small,in the estimation of the gentleman 
from the great State of Vermont, that he can- 
not notice me or recognize me, I would say 
that | was the only Senator who mentioned 
the caucus on this floor, and if he did not 
allude to me he did not allude to anybody. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It was mentioned when 
you were out. 

Mr. LOGAN. It may have been so; but I 
supposed, when the Senator from Vermont 
spoke of the allusion in debate to-day to the 


caucus, he referred to me, and that that was | 


the reason he made the remark. Another 


reason was that he looked directly at me and || 


againthat just before he commenced speaking 
to-day I was called out by a friend from Ver 
mont on law business. as I am obliged to live 
by the law instead of by legislation, and I did 


| not happen to have the pleasure to hear bim 


at all. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
speech. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have no douht of it, as 
I would if my honorable friend from Massa- 
I always miss 


You missed an admirable 


those which do not appear to be quite so good. 
{Laughter.] ‘That is the misfortune. There 
fore I trust my friend from Illinois who sits 
farthest from me [ Mr. Logan] will think that 
I neither intended to criticise nor in any man 
ner to allude favorably or unfavorably, because 
I could not under the circumstances, to what- 
ever he may have said. I had not even been 
told that my friend from Illinois had said any 
thing upon that topicat all. [alluded to quite 
a different affair—I dare say it was quite a 
different affair—that occurred a little while 
ago, when we did not have the pleasure of the 
presence of my honorable friend from L[llinois. 
Mr. President, I was talking, I believe, 
about caucuses when this digression occurred. | 
wish to submit respectfully to the Senate and to 
the newspapers, and ‘‘to the rest of mankind,’’ 
as good old General Taylor used to say, that a 
caucus is not contrary to any of the statutes 
of the United States; that it is not in viola 
tion of the fourteenth amendment, or the fif. 
teenth, or the sixteenth, when we get it; at 
least | hope it will not be, because caucuses 
then, on the theory of my friend from Kansas, 
[Mr. Pomeroy, | of letting the ladies in, will 
be rather more agreeable than they are now. 
[Laughter.] A caucus is 4 consultation otf 
gentlemen, who are supposed to agree in th 
attainment of an end which they all desire, as 
to the best method of wisely attaining it ; and 
it is therefore not only proper, in my judg 
ment, but commendable, and a thing without 
which public affairs could not be carried on 
any more than private affairs can be carried 
on without consultation and consideration. 
Hence, if there had been a hundred cau 
cuses upon this question (and I do not say there 
have been any) it would not be a matter for 
any gentleman to be ashamed of except so 
far as he might have felt afterward, when he 


_ reflected, that he had gone a little too far in 


telling to other people the confidential con- 


| versations that he had had with his friends 


under circumstances which were supposed to 
involve the duty of secrecy until consent shall 
be given to make them public. I do not say 
that any gentleman has done so; I criticise 
no man; that is his affair; we all have our 


/own standards of morals, according to the 


light and the kind of light that is given to us. 
It may be perfectly immoral for me, if I sin 
cerely believe it to be wrong, to disclose un- 


| fairly, or in any way, what has been communi 


cated to me. It may be perfectly right for 
you if you think so, because the real Scrip- 
tures that we are taught, I believe, is that mo- 
rality depends upon conscience, and if a man’s 
conscience really impels him to tell a confi- 
dential fact that his neighbor has commani 
cated, then you cannot condemn him in point 
of conscience, because he goes according to 
the light of the facts. 

Therefore, I wish to be understood as say- 
ing that I do not criticise anybody either for 
not doing what it may be supposed a majority 
of his friends thought was the best way of 
doing a thing that all wished to attain, or for 
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telling avhy or wherefore A B or C D did 
or did not wish to do it. I only speak for 
myself, and speaking for myself I defend the 
propriety of consultations, among people who 
wish to attain a common end, as to the best 
way of doing it, and I defend also the pro- 
priety, so far as it appears to myself, of not 
disclosing what friends agree upon or why 
they agree upon methods or refuse to agree 
upon methods, until I have a right to speak of 
them. 

Another thing has been said which I think 
is a little overestimated—and I am not going 
to take up much of your time, sir, in speaking 
of it—and that is about what the country thinks. 
Mr. President, I do not quite feel willing yet 
to put myself in the condition of a culprit or 
of a prosecutor standing before the bar of the 
country, as it is sometimes called, either to 
condemn anybody else before the country or 
to be condemned myself; but I will say that, 
as the experience of ahundred years has shown, 
since the introduction of newspapers particu- 


larly, and of the telegraph especially, itis very | 


easy indeed for a small body of men to make 
it appear (if you take a printed paper which 


is sent around to a large number of people as | 


evidence) that the country is deeply moved 
upon a particular subject, when, in point of 
fact, the country is atiending to its business, 
has some little faith in its own representatives. 
Kven if the newspapers were to misrepresent 
my honorable triend from Illinois, agood many 
people in Lilinois, even ifthey read these news 
papers, would be quite likely tosay, ** Well, we 
have elected the honorable Senator who was 
alludedto, because we knewhim; we knew that 
he had fidelity ; we knew that he had integrity ; 
we knew that he had intelligence; and what- 


ever some one man may write in the gallery of 


the Senate and send by telegraph to a news- 


paper in Illinois will not change our opinion of 


bim or of the wisdom of what he does in public 
affairs, until he comes home and we hear what 
he has tosay aboutit.’’ Therefore, Mr. Presi- 
dent, | do not think that this body need be 
largely alarmed because we are told over and 
over again that the bar of public opinion 1s 
waiting for us, and that the majority of this 
body, because, as | said before, it wishestodoa 
good thing in the best way, is to go down into 
obseurity or oblivion with the brand of public 
indignation marked upon it, rather than that 
it should do what my honorable friend from 
lllinois wishes it to do, a good thing in the 
wrong way. 

Mr. President, my friend from Illinois has 
given the narrative, as he calls it, of this res- 
olution, which really brings us down to the 
meritof the proposition. He says that this res- 
olution was introduced in 1866, and passed, 
and amended, and all that. That is true. He 
has forgotten what, perhaps, I had alluded to 
in a word before, that this resolution, when it 
was adopted in 1866, stated in advance, by 
way of preamble, the high grounds of public 
expediency, and the extreme crisis of public 
affairs which would justify them in reposing in 
a joint select committee of the two bodies the 
extraordinary powers which were then con- 
erred. That preamble my honorable friend 
from Iilmois has not read. That preamble he 
has not brought into this resolution at this 
time, which 1s not to continue a committee 
then created, as a matter of course, because I 
have told you before, the committee did not 
exist; it expired with the expiration of the 
Voriy-First Congress, and no man proposed to 
raise it. Now, what was that preamble? 


“ Whereas the financial condition of the United 
States demands the exercise of arigid economy in all 
departments of the Government, in order to sus- 
tain the crecit of the United States, and to relieve 
the people at the earliest possible day from the bur- 
dens of excessive taxation '’— 


So far, it is true yet— 
‘and whereas there igs reason to believe that in 
many departments of the civil service abuses have 


for along time existed, and still exist, in the per- 
petuation of useless offices and sinecures, in extrav- 


agant salaries, and in other unnecessary and waste- | 


ful expenditures: Therefore, 

* Resolved,” &. 

The critical point in this resolution, the one 
which justified its passage, was in the two or 
three last clauses there, (preceded as they are 
by a truth that is true always as to the neces- 
sity of economy and a reduction,) in accusing 
the then existing Administration as a body and 
upon a reason—a belief which both Houses 


committed themselves to—that the whole body | 


of the civil administration under Mr. John- 
son was in a corrupt, extravagant, and waste- 
ful condition, and the public knew and under- 


| stood it; and therefore it was that the two 
| Houses resorted to this extraordinary measure. 


My honorable friend has said, in addition, 
why do we complain of loading up this com- 
mittee with so many subjects of inquiry when 
we did it before? 


| this resolution, even in 1866, to add to itsome 


| request 


of the things which he insists upon adding 
now, | opposed that amendment upon the 
ground that it was overloading the committee 
with duties that ought to be performed by 
other committees of this Chamber, and it 
would be loading them with so many duties 
that my friend from Rhode Island, ‘‘at the 
of the Senator from Missouri, (Mr. 
Brown,’’) offered an amendment directing an 
inquiry into the appointments and dismissals 
from office, and a variety of things of that 


| kind, after the resolution had been reported 


from the committee, to which { am roported 
as making this objection—the very one that I 
have made to the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Illinois when be offered it as an 
original resolution, and that is all of it: 

‘It appears to me, and has appeared to other 
gentlemen with whom I have consulted upon the 
subject of the amendment of the Senator from Rhode 
Island, for it has been talked about, that if this 
committee properly 
resvlution already provides for it will have suffi- 
cient labor on its hands from now till the Ist of 
December, during all the time it would be willin 
to work. By providing for too many subjects o 
inquiry we are, I fear, likely not to accomplish any- 
thing. I would prefer, therefore, that this amend- 
ment should not be adopted to this resolution; but 
[should most heartily go for it as an independent 
proposition committed to some other committee, so 
as to be sureto have the service performed; for it 
is very important, certainly sufficiently important, 
to engage the attention of a special committee on 
that subject alone.”’ 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


raised without the preamble both at the 
Fortieth and Forty-First Congresses ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. He seems to attach im- 
portance to the preamble. It was raised with- 
out any preamble in the Fortieth and Forty- 
First Congresses. Here is the record of it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I rose for the singular 
purpose of endeavoring to state the facts. 
Chat is what | am up for at the present time. 
{ Laughter.] But I cannot state all the facts 
at once, if my honorable friend will pardon 
me. I have not that facility and felicity of 
language which my friend has, which enables 
him to say everything at the same time. I was 
just commencing, in imitation of my honorable 
triend, with the beginning of this committee. 
Then [ was about to go on, if he would have 
done me the honor to wait for a minute or 
two, to state what occurred afterward. 

This committee thus raised, and having the 


| same objection made to this universal enlarge- 


ment of its powers then that I make now, 


| went forward to perform what duties it could. 


It could not perform one tenth, not one twen- 
tieth of the duties which the generality of the 
language creating it authorized and seemed to 
require it to perform; but we worked all the 


time and did the best we could, and we trust | 


| that we did a good deal of good. 


Then, when we come to the next Congress, 


| there was a revival and continuance of the 


My honorable friend will | 
find that when an amendment was proposed to | 


perform the duty which the | 
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committee by a resolution which only referred 
to the preéxistence of the committee,and which 
therefore took up by implication and adoptig 

the same grounds for its creation and contin. 
uance as existed before. Then we came to the 


| termination of the administration of Mr. John. 


son. Then the chairmanships of committes, 
changed, and, as strange and awful as it may 
appear, the chairmanships are always change 
in a caucus effectively. Some four or five me, 
as my honorable friend from Illinois farthe,; 
from me [Mr. LoGan] I believe is represented 
as stating, a8 was mentioned to mea little while 
ago 

Mr. LOGAN. Oh, I thought you did no 
hear me! 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
I misquote you? 

Mr. LOGAN. No, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well, then. IfI have 
the favor of knowing what my friend said with. 
out hearing him, [ have the advantage of ac. 
quiring knowledge in two places at once while 
being in only one of them. [Laughter.] |; 
almost always happens that some te or five 
men in a certain sense regulate affairs; that jg 





[ did not hear you. Dy 


| to say, inasmuch as forty men cannot conven. 








Will the Senator from | 
Vermont—as I presume he desires to be accu- | 
rate—state the fact that this committee was | 





| 


' 


iently look over the list and place gentlemen 
in the most effective and agreeable positions on 
both sides of the Chamber, it is usually com. 
mitted. to some four or five men to have them 
report what is satisfactory to the whole body. 


| Then it becomes the act of the whole body. It 


looks very'much like what we do in the public 
sessions of the Senate. We commit to acom-. 
mittee of four or five or seven men the most 
important topics, and it almost always hap- 
pens that their say-so is finally observed. 

But to return to this committee: the chair- 
manships changed, and then a new administra 
tion coming in, and that feeling of brotherhood 
and good will which exists in this body at all 
times, and never more so, I take it, than to-day, 
thought it a wise and fit thing to keep that 
committee right on, and to make my honorable 
friend from New Hampshire its chairman. He 
had been a highly honored member of the 
House of Representatives. He had been a 
member for some time of this body, an able 
member on the Committee on Retrenchment, 
and it was thought suitable that that honor- 
able gentleman should ‘* have a committee,”’ 
as the saying is, and that committee was cou- 
tinued, and he was made its chairman. Very 
well. 

Then we come down to the next Congress, 
which began its sessionsin March last. Lhen 
the committee again expired, and then, I repeat, 
(because it seems to be entirely forgotten by my 
honorable friend from Illinois,) when, accord: 
ing to the rales of this body, we again met on 
the 4th of March, and the House of Repre- 
sentatives met, no man again proposes in ‘lis 
body or in the other to continue or to revive 
that committee; no man felt that there was 
any public expediency of any kind which re- 
quired the exercise of the extraordinary powers 
which had been brought into life in the ad- 
ministration of Andrew Johnson and by general 
consent 

Mr. THURMAN rose. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Does the Senator ask me 
to yield? 

Mr. THURMAN. I thought the Senator 
had finished the sentence. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will finish the sentence 
when my honorable friend puts his inquiry. 

Mr. THURMAN. If he will allow me to 
interrupt him, he has said, and repeated it, that 
nobody thought of the revival of that com: 
mittee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
nobody thought of its revival. 
honorable friend did. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then nobody proposed 
its revival, he said. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I said that. 

Mr. THURMAN. Nobody, I suppose, did 





No; I did not say that 
I dare say my 
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make @ formal motion for its revival; but the | 


fact of its having been dropped was brought to 
the attention of the Senate and the reason why 


it was dropped was asked for in the Senate, and | 


the answer given was that it was no part of the 
duty of those who fixed the committees of the 
Senate to appoint any such committee, that 
‘t must be appointed by a concurrent resolu- 
“ion of the two Houses, and that when the 
Senator from New Hampshire, who was then 
temporarily absent, who had been chairman 
of the committee, should return, it would be 


very proper indeed that the motion should be | 


made for the appointment of that committee. 
if the Senate will indulge me, I will read a few 
words from the debate on that matter. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Withthe greatest pleasure. 
[am very much interested in the subject. 

Mr. THURMAN. I read from the Globe 
of March 13, 1871: 


“Mr. THURMAN. If the select Committee on Re- 
trenchment had not been abolished, oby iously this 
pill would be sent to that committee.’ 


Mr. EDMUNDS. What was that bill? 

Mr. THURMAN. It was a bill in regard 
tw customs service, a bill introduced by the 
Senator from New York, {| Mr. Fenron: ] 


“Ifthe select Committee on Retrenchment had 
not been abolished, obviously this bill would besent 
to that committee; and I take this occasion to ask 
why that committee was abolished. It was the only 
standing committee charged with the duty of investi- 
gating theconduct of public officers. [t was the only 
‘ommittee that in vacation as well as during the 
session of Congress could ferret. out abuses in the 
various branches of the public service. How faith- 
‘ally it endeavored to discharge that duty it is not 
for me, who belonged to that committee, to say; but 
the Senate knows and the country knows. I must 
confeas that nothing surprised me more than to find 
that that committee was abolished. Certainly here 
wasthe great subject of civil service reform, of which 
that committee had been in charge. Bil! after bill 
had been referred to it by the Senate, and also by the 
House of Representatives. 

*Aoain, it was in the investigation of the custom- 
house at New York, and of other oflices where it had 
been alleged that greatabuses had prevailed—abuses 


that every Senator, I should think, would feel it his | 


juty to suppress, ifit were possible. Butjustatthe 
timethat that committee was in the midst of this 
investigation, after the most serious charges had 
een made, and when the committee had brought to 
lieht matters that demanded the attention of the 
scnate, for some reason or other that I think the 
‘ountry will want to know, that committee is abol- 


ished. No other committee takes its place. No other | 


-ommittee is charged with any such duty. To no 


other committee is the subject of civil service reforin | 


or the investigation of abuses in the various Depart- 
ments of the Government submitted by the Senate. 
T here is no standing committee upon any such sub- 
ject.”” 


And soon. In answer to that (my own re- 
marks, which I beg pardon for reading at such 
length, extended to other matters which were 


under inquiry) my colleague [Mr. SHerman } 
said: 


“T wish to answer « remark of my colleague. My 
colleague passes avery proper and just eulogy upon 
the late Committee on Retrenchment. [have noth- 
ing to say about it; he was a member of it, and I 
have no doubt he is aware of its labors; butif he 
would inquire a little more into the character of 
that committee he would have been able to answer 
himself the reason of its discontinuance. It was 
not a standing committee of the Senate. If it had 
been, it could not have been abolished upon a mere 
summary proceeding of this kind. It was a select 


committee and a joint committee, and therefore fell | 


with the Congress which created it. There is no 


authority on the part of the Senate to create a joint | 


committee, and there is no power in the Senate to 
continue a joint committee by merely designating 
the members of a former joint committee in a pre- 
ceding Congress. This is the whole explanation.”’ 


After some further colloquy, my colleague 
again said : 
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Mr. PATTERSON rose. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
from Ohio, and then | will answer you. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
formal proposition or motion made. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am very much obliged 
to my honorable friend from Ohio for reading 
what he said then, because it is proof precisely 
in point of what I assert. He has proved that 
I was not misstating or overstating the thing 
by what he has read. The committee was not 
a standing committee; it was not abolished ; 
it expired by the limitation which was intro- 


| duced into the very resolution that created it, 


just as my honorable friend’s term will expire 
when his six years are up, and yet | trust that 
nobody will say that he thereby has been abol- 
ished with any view to injure the public inter- 
ests. I should be very sorry to think so. 
Now, Mr. President, I wish to correct one 
statement that I made, and that is that my 
honorable friend from New Hampshire came 


to be the immediate chairman of this commit- | 
| tee after I left it. 


The Senator from Louisiana 
Harris) was in for a short time, as he 
next upon the committee. But, Mr. 
President, 1 ought to say too that at a later 


(Mr. 


stood 


| period in the session I believe my honorable 
| friend from New Hampshire did offer a reso 


lution which never was moved or brought under 


| consideration forthe revival of this committee. 


{ think I recollect that atter what my honor 
able friend from Ohio has read; so that I am 


| still justitied in stating what [ stated before. 


| the proposition to revive it. 


Mr. PATTERSON. IL have no recollection 
of ever offering such a resolution. I was 
spoken to in relation to it, but chose not to 


offer such a resolution, as 1 did not care to be | 
on the committee myself, and as | had not been 


the chairman during the last session of its 
continuance. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I accept the correction 
of my friend from New Hampshire, who knows 
the facts so much better than [ do. So much 
the stronger, although with the modification | 
made it would have been strong enough for 
the point | make, and that is that at the last 
session of this Congress, when both Houses 
met and organized, and when by the very 
authority that created this committee its powers 
had expired and itself was dissolved, not abol- 
ished, it went out of existence, anda whole ses- 
sion of Congress running into weeks was suf- 
fered to pass through both Houses without 
anybody bringing to the action of either House 
Why? Because 
there was no man who then thought that public 
interests required it, or that private interests 
could be subserved by it. Thatis the answer. 

So, Mr. President, | am justified in saying 
that the proposition of my honorable friend 
from Illinois is not @ proposition to continue, 


| or even in the just sense to revive a commit- 


| bering through one whole session of this body | 
g £ : 


“Tt was continued by a resolution introduced by | 


the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Parrer- 
80N,] pessed without objection here, and sent to the 
other House. The same course can be pursued now. 
[f the Senator from New Hampshire, who was 
chairman of the committee—and it would be per- 
fectly proper for him to do it—should submit a reso- 
‘ution of that kind, I would vote for it with pleas- 


ure, 

L need not read further from the debate in 
which allusion was made to this committee. 
So far as I know, the universal idea was that 
48 soon as the Senator from New Hampshire 
should return, a concurrent resolution would 
be introduced and the committee revived. 


| 
{| 
| 


j 
; 
i} 
' 
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tee which anybody is opposing, but after slum- 


he finds it convenient, after being advertised 
by the papers as being about to do it, to bring 
into this body a resolution to recreate a joint 
select Committee on Retrenchment. Noman 
questions the motive of my honorable friend ; 
Ido not; no man questions his right; but | 
do question his authority to say that the ma 
jority of the Republicans of this body, who do 
not see the thing exactly as he does, are to 
be condemned to public discredit and public 
disfavor, (if that were to be the standard of 
what we are to measure our actions by, which 
Ido not admit,) because we do not think it 
best to do exactly that thing. That is the 
point. 

But, Mr. 


President, what the 


key-note to this whole performance, and | am 
much obliged for his reading it. It is the 
original advertisement of the old Dr. Jacob 
Townsend. 
is entitled to the paternity, either as father, or 
certainly as grandfather, of this extraordinary 


Let me answer my friend | 


1 admit there was no | 


oo 


‘ : ‘ a 
I see that he directly or indirectly |) 


187 


performance we have had here for a week or 
so. He seems to have been the man, and 
thought it fit in order to carry on the crusade 
that he and his friends desire against this 
Administration (because they have already told 
us that they believe it to be all wrong—and 
when I say ‘‘Administration,’’ I beg Senators 
not to suppose that lam speaking of execu 
tive administration; | am speaking of all the 
branches of 
Representatives as well as Executive Depart- 
ments;) he thoughtit would bean exceedingly 
convenient thing for him, in order to carry on 
this crusade, a holy crusade, of course, to the 
holy sepulchre where they are to be buried, 
that we should have a committee of this char- 
acter, but he did not even then propose it; he 
did not even then lay his hand upon any one 
abuse which he desired to have corrected by 
this committee; he only sang the old song 
upon which the committee had over and over 
again reported itself, and that was the civil 
service, and he referred to a bill. 


the Government, Senators and 


Now, let me condemn him, if he will par- 


don the expression ; let me put him down upon 
the report of the very committee itself upon 
the subject of a bill of that nature. 


The last 
will and testament of this committee, given to 
us on the 3d of March, 1871, proposed that not 


they but another jurisdiction should take charge 


of exactly such a bill as the honorable Senator 
refers to, introduced by my honorable friend 
from New York, [Mr. Fenron,] and that was 
a bill to reform the customs regulations as 
to the importation of merchadise. This very 
committee reported, as has been read to you, 
Mr. President, a proposition that not they, 
but another and distinct select committee, 
having that one thing alone to act upon, should 
be charged with the consideration of that very 
bill. Why, then, bring that bill forward as the 
cause for a continuance of a committee of this 
character ? 

The committee itself say ‘‘no’’ to it. They 
say in substance, ‘* We do not think it advisabie 
to be perpetuated; we have accomplished the 
general purposes for which we were selected, 
and over which we were intrusted with juris 
diction; and now the one chief thing that re 
mains to be performed, (the civil service having 
been reported upon over and over again, both 
foreign and home, ) is the matter of the regula 
tion of entries and withdrawals, and the cart 
age of goods at the New York custom-house ; 
and that we recommend shall be considered 
by a joint select committee charged with the 
consideration of that one subject alone.”’ 

If, Mr. President, | were to act upon my indi- 


| vidual judgment, 1 should vote against any 
| instruction of this character to this standing 


committee for the reasons that | stated in 1866 
when this committee was first raised, and I 
trust my honorable friend from Illinois will 


| give me the credit for consistency upon that, 


if he does not upon anythingelse. That is to 
say, by multiplying the number of things this 
committee is to do, you will achieve less for 
the public good than you will by treating them 
as you do every other standing committee, and 
sending to them the special subjects of inquiry 
one after another that you desire to have 
investigated. 

And, Mr. President, I trust that the Senate 


| have not forgotten—they ought not to have for- 


gotten—that one of the most important, per- 
haps I should say the most important, special 
investigation that the Committee on Retrench- 


| ment while it existed ever performed, was 
_ performed under the special direction of the 


| Senate, just as a standing committee would 
honorable | 


Senator from Obio has read from his remarks | 
in the debate that occurred last spring is the | 


have performed it. I refer to the investiga- 
tion into the affairs of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. And it was not suffered to proceed 
under the general clause in the old resolution 
as to sending for persons and papers, but on 
the motion of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
SHERMAN] the Senate adopted a special reso- 
lution directing that committee in particular 
to inquire into the issue of the bonds and cur- 
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rency of the Government from the beginning, 
and to exercise the power of sending for per- 
sons and papers 
inquiry. 

On the theory of Senators who have advo- 
cated this general resolution, that was an 
entirely unnecessary thing for the Senate to 
do ; but it is obvious that the Senate long ago 
had come to the sober conclusion that, except 
in the extreme emergency of 1866, it was not 
wise or right to have any committee exercise 
the general power, and over all topics, of 
sending for persons and papers at their dis- 
cretion upon any matter that they chose to 
investigate. Therefore, and without any oppo- 


in carrying out that specific 


sition, andas a fit and proper matter of course, | 
we were from time to time directed (and in | 


this instance in particular which isin my mind, 
to make this investigation into the money 
affairs of the Treasury Department) with 
authority to send for persons and papers. And 
let me add in reference to the number of things 
that any one committee in this body can do 
that that one investigation occupied that com 
mittee nearly six months with ever constant 
labor, in order to make a thorough and com- 
plete investigation. Were all the other com- 
mittees on every other topic to stop in the 
meantime? It shows the absurdity of this 
method of generalization. 


But I am occupying, sir, too much of your | 
I have thought it right that 


time altogether. 
we should look back once in awhile and see 


the stake, as the surveyors would say, from | 


which we started. Now, I come—and then I 


al ; 
believe I shall apologize for having spoken so | 
to the land of Canaan, || 


long and sit down 
which is the object of all good men’s desires. 
My honorable friend from Illinois in speaking 
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Mr. CONKLING. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 


Fourteen. 
It may be fourteen; I 


| will not stand about a year— 


** My observation is that twenty per cent. of the 


| force employed in the customs department may be 


dispensed with, and a large improvement made in 


the remainder. There are now two deputy collectors | 


here at a pay of some $2,000, besides other expenses, || 


when the entries do not average three per week, 
and there is now no smuggling this way. I had only 
$260 per annum and no assistant until 1867, although 
one was needed after the tax was put so high on 
liquors.” 

{ Laughter. } 

I trust, Mr. President, the Senate will treat 
my constituents and this subject with proper 
gravity. _[Laughter.] I insist upon that. 

‘Some three years ago my salary was raised to 
$500, and when I went out in August my successor 
was given $1,000, and furnished an office and wood 
and lights and stationery and postage, etc.”’ 


I suppose the ‘‘ etc.’’ means liquor. [ Laugh- 


i ter. | 


‘* All of which I found myself free to the Govern- 
ment, having town and law business here and there 
being so little labor for the customs for the two 
years past that I could afford it. Besides, there is 
an inspector of customs at Colebrook”— 


In the State of New Hampshire. I think that 


| it ought to be abolished at once, [laughter]— 


‘eight miles from here ata salary of four dollars 
per day, with nothing whatever to do. He is ex- 
pected to aid the officers here. I know that his 
office isa perfect sinecure, from my large experience 
in the business.”’ 

I think my friend from Illinois will do me 
and my State the justice to see now when 
the letter is read that these abuses are in the 
State of New Hampshire and not in the State 
of Vermont; for my constituent, although 
turned out of office, says that the office which 


| is not needed is over in New raat SEN and 


'not in our State. Iwas quite sure t 


of the gross abuses in this Government, one | 


in Kentucky and one somewhere else and 
another in the land of Canaan, which requires 


the immediate appointment of this committee | 


with these remarkable powers, told us that he 
had a letter from there from one of my con- 
stituents which showed astate of things which 


required this investigation of public abuses, || 


and he promised me that I might read the | 


letter if | would not have the man turned out 
of office for writing it. 1 beg to tell my hon- 
orable friend from Illinois in the first place 


habit of other Senators, to ask that anybody 
be turned out of office or turned in. The 
instance is not to be found— 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator does not 
state what I said; of course, be does not 
intend to misstate me. I do not think I said 
that he should not have him turned out. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. You did, I think. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I meant to say that the 
writing of the letter should not expose him to 
being turned out, that the Senator should 
protect him from being turned out. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will. The only trouble 
about that is that he seems to have been turned 
out over three months ago, which may possi- 
bly account for his dissatisfaction at the state 
of the public service. [Laughter.] I will not 
promise to have him turned back again, but I 
will read his letter, leaving out the name, be- 
cause perhaps he would not like to have his 
name mentioned. Nevertheless, I will be 
guided as to that by my friend from Illinois: 

“ Canaan, Essex County, VERMONT, 
December 12, 1871. 
“Hon. Lyman TrumBu.u, U. S. Senator. 

“ Dear Sir: I commend you very much’’— 

So far | agree with my constituent. [Laugh- 
ter |— 

“for your effort to revive the Committee on Re- 


trenchment and Reform, for I know there is great 
need ‘of it, from my own observation, having had 


charge of the custom-house at this place from 1849 | 


to 1833"— 
That was four years— 
“and then from 1861 to 1871.” 


That was nine yearsmore. Here is a public 
officer of thirteen years, a deputy collector—— 


ere could 
not be any unnecessary office in Vermont. 


‘To be sure these sums are small; but they prove 
beyond question that the spirit of economy does not 
prevail as it should in the revenue service; and it 


| does not prevail elsewhere, so far as my observation 


goes, in this State, in New Hampshire, andin Maine, 
and what is true in these places is more abundantly 
true in the large cities. 

“Again, notwithstanding all that the Administra- 
tion talks in behalf of reform in the civil service, it 
is not carried out in removals and selections.’”’ 


On which subject, you see, my constituent 
could speak feelingly; the wrong man was 


| removed in his case. 
that it is not my habit, whatever may be the || 


‘* Let an officer speak against Grant’srenomination, 


| and what is his term worth? No matter how able, 


experienced, and upright he is, he must go out and 
a mere party hack take his place. The Republican 
party has done great things which will stand out 
nobly on the page of history; but it must retrench 
and it must reform the civil service, or it will de- 


| servedly perish. I would not have troubled you with 


this letter,’’ &c. 


Perhaps it is not necessary to read that, as it 
is personal. 


**P. S.—There is absolutely nothing more than for 
one customs officer to do here, and the other one 


| should be discharged.” . 


‘ing the extent to which the corruptions and | 


There, Mr. President, is this important let- 
ter which my friend flourished with such a 
gravity before this body, and at me, as show- 


| unnecessary holding of offices had gone in this 


Government. Here is a worthy and respect- 
able gentleman living up in the northeast corner 
of Vermont, where three or four roads come 


| in from the British dominions, and where the 


| 


introduction of goods is carried on by teams, 
and where every road is necessarily a piace 
through which people come, who, having held 
office for thirteen or fourteen years, found last 
August that his services were no longer required, 
and that some fresh hand at the bellows should 
be brought in, and now he writes to my hon- 
orable friend to say that that is great proof to 
him that the civil service needs reform, espe- 
cially in respect to removals from office. I 
have no doubt he thinks so. 

I have a high respect for my constituent, 
and I think he believes every word that he 
says; but I will mention for the information 
of my honorable friend from Illinois that my 
constituent has got the sum to which his suc- 
cessors are entitled and which they are paid 





Neen — 


| lectors or inspectors of customs on the bor. 





| general I think he will agree to that. 


about double what the fact is; but perhaps 

speech or a letter ought not to be spoiled f, 
that reason. He has stated tho compensation 
of inspectors of customs up there at aboy: 
twice what the Treasury Department allows 
them ; but of course the Senate does not wan; 
to be detained to-night on the question of 
whether it is suitable to have two deputy ¢ 
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der of New Hampshire and Vermont or one 
That will be a matter which I trust will envags 
the earliest attention of this committee that I 
hope we are about to raise. 

should not have said what I have aboy; 
this matter at all, but for the fact that my eop. 
stituent and my State seemed to be brought 
into this question of public reform. 
sure my friend from filinois that we are all for 
reform up there. A celebrated Irish orato; 
once said about one of his constituents that he 
was ‘all for love and a little for the bottle: 
and so we are all for reform and a little fo, 
Republicanism, and we have a notion up jy 
that direction—and I am sure my friend agree; 
with it—that it is not quite’the thing for 4 mj 
nority of Republicans to accuse the majority 
who wish to do a thing im a little differen: 
way trom that in which thev want to do it, with 
being opposed to it altogether, or to try to make 
the country think so. 

Now, my friend from [Illinois wil! do those 
of us who happen to be in the majority the 
justice to believe that we are just as much in 
favor of investigation and of reform as most 
people are; I will not say as he is, because 
perhaps we cannot measure our zeal by his 
just now at this season of the year; but in 
It is not, 
however, perhaps quite what we deserve, to say 
that because we happen to be in a majority we 
are overriding the just and equal rights of men 
in proposing to investigate all abuses through 
a standing committee with the same powers 
that his standing committee has, or more, if it 
will please my friend, instead of Going it in 
exactly his way of a select, special, concur- 


I can as 


| rent committee of the two Houses, with power 


to sit in the recess, to send for persons and 
papers, without any direction from either body 
as to what they are to send for persons and 
papers for. 

{fr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President—— 
Mr. SUMNER. We had better adjourn. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, the 

Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. Anvuoyy] 
does not like to adjourn yet, and I think it 
would be a pity to adjourn after all these sharp 
a we have had from the Senator from 
/ermont. 

Mr. WILSON. Wait till morning. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No; I think we might 
as well take up these large questions upon 
which he has dwelt at such considerable length. 
More, he has read a private letter which he 
begged me to hand to him, and which I did not 
think it properto read tothe Senate. He has 
given usa lecture on the propriety of caucuses, 
and what heunderstands gentlemen should do. 
I suppose it is entirely within the purview of 
gentlemanly conduct to ask another person for 
a letter which he did not think it proper to read, 
and then get up and read it in the Senate. | 
think that lecture upon the proprieties of gen- 
tlemanly conduct came very well from a per 
son who would pursue such a course in the 
Senate. And then he proceeded to make fun 
and sport of the letter of one of his constituents. 
who states that there are two men employed 
at his own town where there is absolutely 


| nothing for more than ene to do, and then to 


| state that it related to somebody in New Hamp- 


shire. I suppose that comports with a fair 
treatment of the letter, in the estimation of 
the honorable Senatorfrom Vermont. Further, 
he dwelt at great length upon a preamble that 


| was adopted in 1866, and strove to create the 


impression before this Senate, and have it g0 
out to the country, that the Retrenchment Com: 
mittee had been got up in consequence of that 


1871 
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and continued in consequence of it, 
when the preamble was not adopted at all, 
either in the Fortieth Congress or in the Forty- 
. ress. > 

ag eng becomes of his preamble and 
his assertion that the committee was got up 
because there was a terrible state of things in 
the public service of the country in 1866? 
What had that to do with the revival of the 
committee in 1868? What had that to do with 
the revival of the committee in 1869? And, 
then, he repeatedly talked about this commit- 
tee being abandoned and given up; and that 


preamble 


‘; another of his sharp points to go to the | 
Why, it is like all these little points | 
that it will not do to let a standing committee | 
have power to send for persons and papers, | 


country. 


but you may allow a select committee to have 
it! What becomes of his point that it was 
iven up? Why, sir, at the last session of 

‘ongress do we not know, does not the coun- 
try know, do not all the intelligent people of 
this land know that that Senator forced through 
this body, with the Senator from Rhode Island 
by the side of him, @ proposition that no gen- 
eral business should bedone? When was that 
offered? On the 13th day of March a resolu- 
tion was offered here— 

“That the Senate will consider at the present ses- 
sionno general legislation except such as relates to 
the suppression of disorder and the protection of 
life and property in the several States.” 

Mr. President, have you forgotten the adop- 
tion of that resolution, and the struggle that 
we had to try and do some business here at 
that session? And now, forsooth, my friend 


from Vermont, who delights to make sharp | 


points, comes in and tells us that you did not 
have this committee at the last session. And 


what did you do at the last session? Did you | 


not adopt a resolution, as soonas the rules of 
the Senate would permit it to be done, that no 
business should be done except upon a particu- 
lar subject? The Senator has stated here 


repeatedly, as I have understood him, that by | 


universal consent—I have heard it half a dozen 


times—that by universal consent the committee | 


was given upand nobody wanted it. Now, let 
me read a little from the record about universal 
consent: 

“Mr. PATTERSON submitted 
tions for consideration: 

“Resolved, (the House of Representatives con- 
curring,)’’—— 

Mr. SUMNER. What date is that? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘The 17th day of March, 
1871, on the fifty-sixth page of the Journal of 
the Senate: 


_ Resolved, (the House of Representatives concur- 


or Mag a joint select Committee on Retrench- 
ment”—— 


Mr. PATTERSON. I beg leave to correct 
the statement I made before. I was asked by 
one or two Senators to offer that resolution. 
I refused once or twice, but I see I did offer 
it, { was mistaken in relation to that fact, 
when I interrupted the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from New 
Hampshire on the 17th of March offered a 
resolution providing— 

“That a joint select Committee on Retrenchment, 
consisting of four members of the Senate and seven 
members of the House, be appointed by the Presid- 
ing Officers of the two Houses, with the same powers 
and duties as were conferred upon the select Com- 
mittee on Retrenchment of the Thirty-Ninth, For- 
tieth, and Forty-First Congresses, and to which all 
matters yet remaining undisposed of, which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Retrenchment of the 
Forty-First Congress, shall be referred.”’ 

Now, I hope we shall have no more of this 
prating in the Senate here of that point that 
the committee had been abandoned. A reso- 
lation was lying on your tables to revive the 
committee, offered on the 17th March last; 
and the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Tuurmay] 
has read a debate showing that attention was 
called to it and that a considerable discussion 
took place upon it. 

€ great reason presented in this Senate 
why we should not have a Committee on Re- 
trenchment with power todo something,is what? 


the following resolu- | 








| 





ee 


One reason is that there was a preamble adopt- 
ed in 1866, and the Senator from Vermont 
goes on and reads that, as if that was a reason, 
when the resolution was adopted without a 
ee omg for the four succeeding years; and 

e then tells you that the committee was aban- 
doned, given up, when there was a resolution 
here for its reappointment, and that resolution 
I suppose is pending now, continued over from 
the last session, offered on the 17th of March 
last. That is another of the reasons. 


Sir, away with all these little pitiful excuses | 
that a joint select committee will not do, and | 
it must be a standing committee, and then that | 


a standing committee must not have power to 
send for persons and papers, and then that the 
Senator from Vermont has introduced a bill 
on the subject of the civil service, and there- 
fore this committee shall not go out to inquire 
at all into the abuses in the use of patronage! 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator allow 
me to call his attention to the fact that the 
resolution introduced by the Senator from 
New Hampshire [Mr. Parrerson ] is the 
fourth resolution on the printed Calender laid 
upon our tables to-day. He is entirely right 
in supposing that it is here. It is the fourth 
resolution on the Calender laid on our tables 
to-day. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It ison the Calendar at 
this time, it seems. Now, Mr. President, I do 
not wish to take up any further time in the dis- 
cussion of this matter. I think the country 
will understand it, notwithstanding all these 
sharp turns of my friend from Vermont. Ido 
not think the country will be disturbed, or that 
the Senate will be imposed upon by any such 
arguments as that you must not have a Com- 
mittee of Investigation and Retrenchment to 
see if we cannot reduce expenses and correct 
abuses, because the Senator from Vermont 
thinks that we had abandoned it, or because 
he thinks proper to make sport of the letter 
of one of his constituents. 

I wish to take up no time in discussing these 
matters. I think theyare understood. If the 
Senator from Vermont does not want to have 
the resolution passed, and if a majority of the 
Senate do not—if they wish to emasculate it, 
to take out all its life, I acquiesce in the decis- 
ion of the Senate, and I have no more to say 
about it. I should like to have one square vote 
upon it; and if the Senate vote it down, that 
is the end of it. I donotclaim to be any better 
than anybody else. The Senator from Ver- 
mont, I think, is in favor of reform; I believe 
him to be earnestly so. I believe he wants to 
correct the civil service, and I shall be glad to 
unite with him, and help, so far as I can, to 
accomplish the object which he bas in view. 
Iam sorry he should feel it incumbent upon 
him to resort to all the little technicalities we 
might expect of him-in the county courts of 
Vermont to prevent the passage of a resolution 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


i 
| 
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| 
| 
| 





intended to arm a committee of this body with | 


the power to accomplish some good in investi- 
gating the abuses of the Government. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
heard this little song on the subject of sharp- 
ness before. My friend ought to have given 
credit to his source of information upon that 
subject. He ought to have credited it to the 
correspondent of the New York Tribune, who 
said exactly that thing yesterday, and it is not 
fair for my honorable friend to be borrowing, 
when there is a copyright law, observations of 
that character. 
friend of the Tribune. 

Now, Mr. President, on the merits of the 
question of sharpness, I do not pretend to any 


Mr. President, I have | 


So much to defend my good | 


sharpness at all, but if I was obliged to choose | 


between sharpness and its opposite I should 
take the sharp side. I submit to my honorable 
friend one little consideration, petty thoags 
he calls it—but even great men can take 
notice of petty things sometimes—and that is, 
that in some countries it is not regarded as 
the most eminent way of upholding a measure 
to accuse people who oppose it of being petty. 
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There are sometimes better reasons for adopt- 
ing a resolution than calling names and 
making wry faces at people who do not agree 
with it; but that, too, is a question of taste to 
a considerable degree. My honorable friend 
may pursue his method; I will pursue mine. 

Then a word as to the ‘county courts of 
Vermont.’’ I have heard of that before. That 
first had its birth, I believe, in a represent- 
ation made in a newspaper by a gentleman 
who, I believe, lives in Boston, whose name 
I do not remember at this moment, who was 
represented as interviewing an eminent Sen- 
ator from New England—I do not particular- 
ize, because all the Senators from New Eng- 
land are eminent—who gave me the honorable 
position of being a somewhat successful prac- 
titioner in the county courts, (though | did 
not have that opinion of myself when I used 
to be there, but it was an honorable mention, ) 
and as having rather exhausted my jurisdic- 
tion when I left the county courts. My hon- 
orable friend from Illinois ought to have given 
credit for that, just as he did to my friend 
from Ohio in the speech he made the other 
day about the necessity of civil service reform, 

But to be serious, Mr. President, [ confess 
[ am a little surprised at my friend from IIli- 
nois that he, eminent and greatas he is, finds 
no better ground at last, after he has been 
driven out of every position that he assumed 
here in favor of joint select committees and in 
favor of one thing and another, to turn around 
now and upholda failing cause by coming down 
upon one of the youngest and humblest mem- 
bers of the Senate by applying to him the epi- 
thets of ‘‘sharp,’’ and ‘ petty,’’ and ‘‘ungen- 
tlemanly.’’ It may do in the country where 
my honorable friend lives, but it would not do 
in mine. Perhaps it may be thought to be 
‘* netty’’ to say that, but I say it, and I say it 
to my friend in a spirit of kindness and in all 
earnest. 

Next, as to this letter, how came this letter 
before you, sir? Itwas the honorable Senator 
from Illinois who shook itin your face as con- 
taining pregnant evidence that even in the State 
of Vermont there were immeasurable abuses 
in administration which ought to be corrected. 
When [ called upon him to enable me to see 
the proof, he said that I should see the proof 
if the man would not be turned out of office, 
if I would protect him in holding the office. | 
gave him the pledge. I did not know then 
that the man did not at present hold office. 
Of course, [ did not know who he was from 
Adam. And yet, when the proof that he relies 
upon is read to the Senate to show the utter 
preposterousness of bringing forward evidence 
of that kind to affect a question like this, then 
my friend falls back on his reserved rights as 
& private citizen, and says that I have not done 
the thing in reading this letter. 

Well, Mr. President, in the county courts 
where I was brought up to the law it was gen- 
erally considered proper that the jury should 
hear the evidence that the counsel for the 
prosecution presented, and that if he did not 
want his papers read he had better not bring 
them into court. That may be ‘ petty,’’ but 
I submit to my friend that it is just. 

My friend says that I stand on a preamble. 
So I do. I believe the Constitution of the 
United States stands on a preamble. Now 
he says that that preamble was abandoned as 
I say that the committee was. Not by any 
means. I repeat—and if my friend will look at 
the record he will see that I am right—that 
the resolution continuing this committee, 
keeping it in life, merely referred to the old 
committee, reviving it with the same powers 
and with the same privileges and upon the 
same grounds that it was before, so that the 
preamble wasrevived as well as the resolution. 
That is the fact about it. 

My friend says also that we have had this 
resolution pending before the Senate all the 
time, and that it is not a new thing; that the 
committee was not abandoned. He need not 
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have said that with so much impressiveness to 
me. 
saying, that this Senate had determined that it 
was unnecessary to continue the committee, 
had so determined after thought upon it and 
talk about it that it was not necessary to continue 
that committee,) that my recollection was that 
my honorable friend from New Hampshire 
had introduced aresolution of that kind, which 
was suffered to sleep the sleep of death. My 
friend from New Hampshire, who, it seems by 
his own statement, was put up to do it by 
somebody, and did not want to do it himself, 
did put in a resolution of that kind, which was 
suffered to sleep. 
action. Does that help the case of my hon- 
orable friend any. If it does, he is welcome 
toit. He needs it. 

But my friend says it could not be acted on 
because, petty as lam, I forced through this 


| 


I stated (and it was in aid of what I was || 


! 
| of an oath as Senators obliged to transact the 
— business under the Constitution of the 
Inited States. We have no right to desert 
this Chamber and go into a secret conclave 
and there dispose of the public business. [ 


|| say it is absurd and unconstitutional to pretend 


Nobody brought it up for || 


Senate a resolution that we should not do any | 
business, and therefore we could not get it up. | 
Let me excuse myself by saying to my friend | 


that I do not force anything through this body 
or upon it. The Senate adopted this resolu- 
tion on the subject of what we would do at the 
last session: 

Resolved, That the Senate will consider at the 
present session nogeneral legislation except such as 
relates to the suppression of disorder and the protec- 
tion of life and property in the several States.’”’ 

Was the raising a committee of this body or 
of the two Houses general legislation? Will 
my friend maintain that he has not a right 
under that resolution, and in perfect conform- 
ity to it, to propose and get passed as many 
concurrent resolutions as he could get agreed 
to for all committees upon all subjects? I 


know. for he is a man of truth and honor, that | 


he will not maintain anything of the kind. 
Wherefore, then, does he say that this com- 
mittee was not given up by general consent, 
after it was talked about and after it was dis- 
cussed, as it appears, on the ground that here 
was a resolution which prevented it? My 
friend is mistaken. The resolution did not 
prevent it, and yet he never made any motion 
to take up the resolution providing for the 
committee. 


new birth, a second sight, which has brought 
all at once and suddenly to his recollection 


and observation this great crisis of public | 


affairs, which requires not only retrenchment 
and investigation, which everybody wishes to 
have, but it must be retrenchment and investi- 
gation in his way, or it shall not be retrench- 
ment and investigation at all! 

My friend talks about the people of the 
country. We will see what the people of the 
country sayintheend. We will not be alarmed 
at whatever may be said to-day or to-morrow 
by men who write information, or what passes 
for information, to the people of the country ; 
but we will see in the end how much the peo- 
ple of the country are to be disturbed because 
we do a thing in a right and regular and con- 
stitutional and effective way rather than to 
take the say-so of my friend that it must be 
done in his way or it must be wrong. 

Mr. WILSON. I hope we shall now have 
a vote on this question, or else adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion before the Senate is the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. 
AnTHoNY] to the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Illinois, [Mr. TrumBu.t. ] 

Mr. SUMNER. Allow me to make one 
remark before this debate closes, if it ever 
shall close. Something has been said about 
senatorial cancuses. Now, I shall make no 
revelation, but I shall repeat what for ten years 
I have said in this Chamber as often as occa- 
sion allowed. A senatorial caucus is simply 
a convenience. It is in no respect an obliga- 
tion on anybody. To hold that it is, is infi- 
nitely absurd and unconstitutional. I mean 
what I a is infinitely absurd and uncon- 
stitutional, We are all under the obligation 


He seems to have experienced, | 
as some people in olden time did, a kind of 








—— eee eee 


that you have. 

I make a great, broad, clean distinction 
between a nominating convention outside, or 
| a caucus outside and a senatorial caucus. A 
nominating convention or a caucus outside is 
held in the light of day; it is open; thereare 
| reporters present; it 1s under the direct eye 
of the people. I think that all patriot citizens 
are beginning to recognize that even that is a 
very questionable form of proceeding, and I 
know that there are many who are looking 
about anxiously for some way in which to 
supersede it. i 
ence between such an assembly and a sena- 
torial caucus. The senatorial caucus is secret; 
it is confidential, if you please; it has no 
reporters present; it is not in the light of day. 
Why, sir, to take the public business from this 
Chamber and carry it into such a caucus, is a 
defiance of reason and of the best principles 
of government. A Senator has no right to 
abdicate his duties hcrein this Chamber. He 
has no right to go into a secret chamber and 
there constrain himself in regard to the public 
business. 

What I say now I do not say for the first 
| time in this Chamber. I have said it before, 
| and when I have said it Ihave beenanswered by 
as able a Senator as any who has sat here in 
our day. He is no longer now among the 
living. I mean the late Senator from Maine, 
(Mr. Fessenden,) who differed from me on 
the question. The Globe will show what he 
said and what | said, now many years ago. 
Therefore, in making this protest, I say noth- 
ing new, but I do it now under a profound sense 
| of duty. Sir, I am one of the oldest members 
of the Republican party; in some measures 
Iam one of its founders; I am the oldest Sen- 
ator in service here; and I bear my testimony 
now asa member of the Republican party and 
| asa Senator against the pretension which is 
set up that a senatorial caucus can exercise 
any constraint or obligation with regard to 
public business. It is nothing but a conven- 
ience—that is all ; and any one who goes further 
and insists that it is an obligation runs against 
the Constitution of his country. 
| Mr. SCHURZ, 

who has already spoken twice on this subject, 

requests me to read from the Journal of the 
Senate, in answer to the Senator from Ver- 
mont, a resolution passed by the Senate to 
this effect at the last session, to show that 
the resolution providing for the revival of 
the Committee on Retrenchment could not 
| come up: 





present session no other legislative business than 
the deficiency appropriation bill, the concurrent 


and the resolution now pending instructing the 
Committee on the Judiciary to report a bill or bills 
that will enable the President and the courts of the 
United States to execute the laws in said States, and 


the Judiciary on that subject.’’ 


Mr. CRAGIN. Mr. President, for one I 
have very much regretted this debate. It has 
seemed to me to revolve upon the smallest 
point of any debate that I have listened to or 
witnessed since | have been a member of the 
Senate. As I understand the amendment of 
the Senator from Rhode Island, about which 
this contest is now pending, it is to strike out 
that clause of the amendment of the Senator 
from Illinois which provides that this committee 
shall have power to sit during the recess, to send 
for persons and papers, &c. Doesit not strike 
| any man of common sense that it is remark- 
able at the beginning ofa long session that it is 
| necessary now to provide, six or eight months 
| in advance, that a standing committee of the 

Senate shall have power to sit during the recess 


the report that may be made by the Committee on | 


But there is an immense differ- | 


The Senator from Illinois, | 


** Resolved, That the Senate will consider at the | 


resolution for a joint committee to investigate into | 
the condition of the States lately in insurrection, | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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after we adjourn? And will it not strike eve 

man of common sense as a little remarkabjs 
that it should be so persistently urged here tha 
this committee should have power to send for 
persons and papers, when there is nota single 
dollar in the hands of the Secretary of th 
Senate that can be used to pay a single wit 
ness? Appropriations must first be made be 
ceeded with. A 
Then, sir, there is one other thing to whic} 
allude. Reference has been made j 
the effort to create this committee at the first 
session of this Congress. I remember js. 
tinctly that effort, and I remember that som. 
one appealed to me forthat committee in ordey 


| that somebody might have a clerk ofa com. 


mittee. 
Mr. CONKLING. Who was that? I should 
like to know. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate 
ready for the question on the amendment to 


| the amendment? 


Mr. THURMAN. Letus have the yeas and 
nays upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. LEWIS. I am paired on this question 


| with the Senator from West Virginia, [ Mr. 


Davis.] If he were here he would vote 
‘*nay,’’ and I should vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 
Mr. WEST. Iam paired on this question 


| with the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Jouy. 


ston.] If he were here would vote * nay,” and 
I should vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. BLAIR. I am paired on this question 
with the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Kz 
106G.] He would vote for this amendment, 


and I should vote against it. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 29, nays 18; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesrss. Ames, Anthony, Boreman, Buck- 
ingham, Cameron, Carpenter, Chandler, Clayton 
Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, Edmunds, Ferry of Mich 
igan, Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, Gilbert Ham)i: 
Hitchcock, Howe, Morton, Osborn. Pomeroy, Pov 
Pratt, Sawyer, Spencer, Stewart, Wilson, and Wi 


| dom—29. 





| mont, Nye, 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Casserly. Cooper, Day 


| of Kentucky, Fenton, Hamilton of Maryland, Kei) 


Logan, Patterson, Saulsbury, Schurz, Stevens 
Stockton, Sumner, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbu 
and Vickers—18. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Blair, Brownlow, Cali 
well, Cole. Davis of West Virginia, Ferry of Con 
necticut, Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, Hill, Johnston, 
Kellogg, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Ver- 
Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Scott, Sher- 
man, Sprague, West, and Wright—24. 


So the amendment to the amendment was 


| agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques: 
tion recurs on the adoption of the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. 


TRUMBULL, | as amended. 
Mr. WILSON. I now move to amend the 


| amendment, as amended, by adding toit the 


following: 


And that the said committee be authorized to send 
for persons and papers, and report by bill or other- 
wise, and also to appoint a clerk. 


Ido not desire to continue or reopen this 
debate. I will simply say that this proposition 
provides that this committee shall have aclerk, 
and that they shall also have power to send for 
persons and papers. It does not provide that 
they may sit during the recess. When we get 
to the end of this session, we shall know whether 
we ought to enter upon that or not, and if itis 
then deemed necessary, I shall be perfectly 
willing to permit them todo it. We have pro- 
vided what this committee shall do, and if we 
adopt this amendment we will allow them to 
send for persons and papers and give them 4 
clerk during this session, and then at the end 
of the session we can determine the question 
whether they shall be permitted to sit during 
the recess. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator from Mas 
sachusetts is merely anticipating what will be 
the duty of the chairman of the committee 
when the committee is raised, and which | 
happen to know, and a great many. others 
know, heintends to do, It is forthe chairman 
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for persons and papers and to ask for the ap- | 


ointment of a clerk. When we appoint the 
Committee on Naval Affairs we do not give 
them permission to send for persons and papers, 
but if they ask for that authority we give it. 
I have no objection to this amendment, but I 
think it should have come from the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut, who I know intends to 


move 


ment . : ° ° 
setts, it Will make this a permanent thing, will 


it not? 
? Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 
Mr. CORBETT. 


any time for years to come. — f 
Mr. WILSON. During this session. 
is all the time the committee lasts. 
Mr. CORBETT. Is that the resolution? 
Mr. ANTHONY. I think the objection of 
the Senator from Oregon is very well taken, 
and I stand corrected. This is a proposition 


to give this committee a permanent power to | 
send for persons and papers, which no other | 
I do not think we | 
I hope the Sen- | 
ator from Massachusetts will withdraw his | 
amendment, and then let the Senator from | 


standing committee has. 
ought to give it such power. 


Connecticut, who is to be the chairman of the 
committee, move it himself for this session. 

Mr. WILSON. 
this session and no longer. 

Mr. ANTHONY. No; it is 
committee. 

Mr. WILSON. It is a standing committee, 
but all standing committees die at the close of 
the session. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The committees do not 
die. The members may go out of office; but 
the powers of the committee remain, whatever 

owers we confer upon them. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. But if there is nobody 
to exercise them they will not be exercised. 

Mr. ANTHONY. But if the committee is 
reappointed at the next session, it is reap 
pointed with the powers that we give to it at 


a standing 


this session, and this is a proposition to give | 


to this committee powers that we give to no 
other committee of this body, and I hope it 
will not be adopted. 

Mr. WILSON. 
regard to that, that if this proposition is now 
adopted, and we choose to change it at the next 
session when we reappoint the committee, there 
will be no trouble about it. We have had a 
great deal of controversy here about what has 
seemed to me from the beginning a very smal! 
matter. We have reached the point we now 
have here, and it seems to me if we adoptthis 
proposition it will go out to the country that 
we have appointed this committee, clothed it 
with full and ample powers during this session, 
and, if need be, will continue it to sit during 
the recess. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. We can give 


the committee power to send for persons and 


papers on every specific case that is submitted | 


to it, and the Senate ought not to give up that 
control. 


adopted. 

Mr. CASSERLY. There is no proper com- 
parison between this committee and one of the 
other standing committees of this body. [t 
was suggested, ‘‘ Why give power to send for 
persons and papers to this committee any more 
than tothe Naval Committee?’ Sir, the Naval 


Committee is one of the other standing com- | 
The function of each | 


mittees of the Senate. 


t 
ir. CORBE ('T. As Il understand the amend- | 
. proposed by the Senator from Massachu- | 


Then this committee will | 
have power to send for persons and papers at | 


That | 


This committee lasts during | 


I hope the amendment will not be. 


1] 
| 





Committee, and the other was 
Committee on Public Lands. But mark the 
difference. Here is a committee the main 
function of which is to investigate, to inquire. 


before the 


| How do you inquire, how do you investigate, 


‘| except through testimony? 


i} 
| 


| resolution as to vest in 
| power to send for persons and papers. A 


Therefore you 
propose to raise a committee of investigation 
without the power to obtain testimony. That 
is a distinction which, it seems to me, is vital, 
which entirely justifies the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts to amend this 
this committee 


sO 


committee of investigation without the power 
to send for persons and papersseems to me 


| a committee which is in terms an absurdity, 


and, in fact, a nonentity. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I suggest to the Senator from 
Massachusetts to modify his amendment, or I 
will move as an amendment to it, if it has not 


| got into that stage that it cannot be amended 


i] 


i} 


I will say tothe Senator in |) 


| without this power. 


| vestigation. 


of these commitiees is a function to consider | 


subjects and papers sent to them. Its power 
to inquire is only incidental, and is very rarely 
exercised—I mean the power to inquire by 
testimony and through witnesses. 


uring the time that I have been in the || 


Senate, on the three or four committees of 
which I have happened to be a member, I 
remember but two cases in which testimony 


| 


| 


further—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
be out of order. 
amendment. 

Mr. CRAGIN. Then I suggest to the Sen- 
ator to modify the amendment so as to author- 
ize the committee to apppoint a clerk, and to 
have power to send for persons and papers 
during the present session. 

Mr. WILSON. Iam willing to make that 
modification if that will suit Senators. I believe 


That would 
Chis is an amendment to an 


the | 
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een given toa standing committee to have 
the unlimited right to send for persons and 


| papers which is proposed to be given here 
| now. 


we ought to do this, and then at the end of the | 
session, if it is deemed necessary, we can 


authorize the committee to sit during the re- 
cess. Iam willing that it shall end with the 
close of the session, unless we otherwise order, 
but if there shall then be any necessity for con- 
tinuing it, I shall vote for all propositions look- 
ing to the most thorough investigation. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I will go with the Senator. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sec- 
retary will report the amendment to the amend 
ment, as changed by the suggestion accepted 
by the Senator from Massachusetts. 

The Cuter CLERK. 
amendment, as modified, now reads: 


And that the said committee be authorized to send 


The amendment to the | 


for persons and papers during the present session of 
| the Senate, and to report by bill or otherwise, and 


also to appoint a clerk. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the adoption of this amendment to 
the amendment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
and nays upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I do not 


Let us have the yeas 


suppose 





Mr. CONKLING, In either House. 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. In either House; 


but that when a case occurs, the Senate or the 


| House of Representatives exercises its judg- 


ment whether that is a case in which this 
remarkable power shall be given to the com 
mittee; and so it ought to be here. 

Mr. SUMNER. Well, Mr. President, we 
have the instance of a Retrenchment Commit- 
tee for five years with that power. There is 
the historic fact; and now the Senator from 
New Jersey says because that was a joint com- 
mittee and this is a Senate committee, there 
fore the power should not be given. That is 
his logic. That is the logic by which this 
attempt is carried forward to throw an imped- 
iment in the way of inquiry, for it is so. That 
is the logic, that a joint committee may have 
the power and a Senate committee may not 
have it. 

Mr. CRAGIN. A joint seiect committee. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; a joint select 
committee; but a Senate committee may not 
have it. The Senator from New Hampshire 
does not share in that logic. 

Mr. CRAGIN. I can seea distinction ; but 
at the same time I shall vote for the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
Wison. } 

Mr. SUMNER. 


There is a distinction be- 


| tween cheese and chalk; that weall know. And 
| there is a distinction between a joint commit- 


tee and a Senate committee, and « distinction 
between a select committee and a standing com 
mittee; but the question is, whether in logic 


| there is any reason why one committee should 
| have this power more than another? 


We are brought back, therefore, to the single 
question whether we are willing to invest this 


| committee with the powers and attributes that 


| is nothing in it. 


experience in other cases shows are needed in 
order to carry forward an inquiry. [commend 
Senators to the precedents. I think if they 
will look at the precedents they will find that 
on former occasions committees have had this 
power. The Senator may say ‘‘ select com- 
mittees;’’ but I dismiss the distinction; there 
A committee is a committee, 


| cali it joint, call it standing, call it select, and 


|| if there is a reason for one having the power, 


' then there is the same reason for the other 


that this committee can accomplish very much |} 


I think itis essential that 
they shall have it before they go into any in 
But, | am informed by Senators 
older than [ am, that it is not customary to 
give such authority to any committee except 
on special occasions, and when the authority is 
asked for with reference to a particular exam- 
ination or investigation. That being so, I shall 
vote against the amendment, although there 
will be instances in which I shall think it very 


| essential to secure this authority. 


Mr. SUMNER. [ was astonished at the 
statement of the Senator from Connecticut as 
to the practice of the Senate. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I so received it from 
others. 

Mr. SUMNER. Have we not had this very 
Committee on Retrenchment with this very 

ower? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
standing committee. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then do I understand the 
Senator from New Jersey as saying that that 
is a sufficient difference to justify a refusal to 
give this power now? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. It is all the dif- 
ference, if the Senator asks me the question. 

Mr. SUMNER. I do, most sincerely. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I answer very 


That was not a 


| 
| 
| 


having the power. You cannot logically con- 
fine the power to one committee and deny it 
to another. At any rate so it seems to me, 
and I have in my mind very clearly an historic 
committee in this Chamber, where that power 
was given and used on a very large scale. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. President, 
this i8 but a reiteration of what we have heard 
a great many times, this charge that we are at- 
tempting to impede investigation, and I hurl it 
back upon the gentlemen. I deny the charge 
for myself and for my associates. There are 
gentlemen in this Chamber who have their 
views of the Constitution, who I suppose are 
as far from tolerating or conniving at frauds 
as the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have said nothing about 
fraud. I have not mentioned the ee 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. The declaration 


of the Senator from Massachusetts, which he 


| recedes from, as has been done on many other 


j 
| 
! 
| 
| 


| 


occasions, was that we were attempting to 
impede investigation; that is, aiding fraud ; 
that is, conniving at fraud; and I will not sub 
mit, even from so distinguished a source, to 
have that charge made against me before the 
country. 

The Senator commends us to experience. 
What is the experience of the Senate? That 
there never has been a standing committee 
invested with any such authority as he claims 
for this committee ; but that onevery occasion, 
when it is desired to invest a committee with 
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the right of sending for persons and papers, 
that high power passes under the judgment of 
the Senate; and in any proper case it never 
will be refused. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator says there 
never has been a standing committee invested 
with this power. Has there ever been astand- 
ing committee of the Senate with the objects 
and purposes of this committee? Has there 
ever been a standing Committee of Investi- 
gation? I ask the Senator to answer me. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I will answer 
the Senator. How canthe Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts then commend us tothe light of ex- 
erience if this is a new case and one that never 
yefore existed? Let us not go by the light of 
experience, but by the light of the Constitu- 
tion, which declares that the rights of citizens 
shall be inviolate as to their persons and prop- 
erty. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, experience 
shows that an investigating committee always 
has had the power which my colleague now 
asks the Senate to vote. My friend from New 
Jersey is mistaken. A standing committee 
has not usually had that power; but now, 
through his efforts and those of others in this 
Chamber, a standing committee is created for 
the purpose of investigation, and the Senator 
says that this standing committee shall not 
have the powers which in the experience of 
the Senate have always been conferred upon 
investigating committees. I do not think the 
Senator can mention one investigating commiit- 
tee that has ever been organized without that 
power. But because he chooses, with others, 
to name this a standing committee, he then 
awiftly says, ‘‘argal, it mustnot have the power 
of other investigating committees.’’ That 
seems to be his logic! 

The Senator somewhat Jargely said that he 
hurled back upon me an imputation. I have 
made upon that Senator noimputation. I too 
much honor that Senator to make any imputa- 
tion upon him. I have not alluded to fraud ; 
[ have not named it. I have used one single 
term always in this debate, and that was ‘ in- 
vestigation.’’ I have said that I was in favor 
of it in the strongest and the most earnest 
manner; and I have been sorry to see that 
impediments were thrown in the way of the 
investigation which | sought. Those impedi- 
ments we have witnessed during this last week 
from the first moment that the Senator from 
[llinois brought forward his proposition down 
to the speech of the Senator from New Jer- 
sey; impediment after impediment, delay upon 
delay, with an intervention of caneus upon cau- 
cus, superfetation upon superfetation, and all 
with one object, to interpose impediments to 
the proposition of the Senator trom [llinois. 
Am I not right? And was I not justified in 
calling attention to this last effort now made 
by the Senator from New Jersey ? : 

My excellent colleague asks you to confer 
upon this committee the customary power 
(conferred upon all investigating committees | 
say) ‘‘ conferred upon allinvestigating commit- 
tees.’’ I hold inmy hand, and I should liketo 
have the Senator from New Jersey listen to it, 
the authoritative work of Cushing on the Law 
and Practice of Legislative Assemblies, and I 
will read one sentence : 

‘* When an assembly proceeds by means of a com- 
mittee in the investigation of any subject, the com- 


mittee may be, and usually is, authorized by the 
assembly to send for persons, papers, and records.’’ 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. No 
putes that. 

Mr. SUMNER. Now, the essential element 
in this committee is, not that it is standing, but 
that it is investigating. 
committee, and as such it should have all the 
means and powers that belongs to an investi- 
gating committee. One of the wittiest and 
cleverest remarks ever made by an American 
statesman was that of Fisher Ames when he 
said that a lie would travel from Maine to 
Georgia while Truth was putting on her bvots. 


one dis- 


lt is an investigating | 


And now in the same spirit I would say, fraud 
and abuse will travel from Maine to Georgia 
while Justice is putting on her boots. If I 
understand the Senator from New Jersey, he 
wishes that Justice should continue without 
her boots, so that abuse and fraud may travel 
from Maine to Georgia while Justice is being 
booted. 


| 
| 


[ say that an investigating committee | 


should beever ready; it should be ever booted; | 


it should not be obliged to put on its boots and 
meanwhile fraud and abuse escape. Why, sir, 
the whole thing seems to me as simple as day- 


light, and if Senators would only look at the | 


substance and forget for a moment the words, 
I think they could not doubt as to the vote to 
give. Let them forget that they are dealing 
with a standing committee and consider that 
they are dealing with an investigating com- 
mittee. That is the substance. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I rise for 
the purpose of making a brief but earnest ap- 
peal to that majority intrusted here with its 
part in the government of the country, to sup- 
port this amendment. I have striven from the 
time thatthis very unfortunate debate arose to 
this very moment, to unite those who ought to 


| be united, and to secure the adoption of that 


which is just and right. 

Now, sir, the Senate has adopted an amend- 
ment settling the principles upon which this 
investigation is to proceed. We understand 
that; the country will understand it. The 


| simple proposition now is to clothe the com- 


mittee with powerto have a clerk, to send 


for persons and papers, and to report by bill | 


or otherwise. Adopting this amendment is 
not inconsistent with the other. The amend- 


ment applies only to the present session ; it | 


does not go beyond it. 


Now, sir, I think we have been in an un- | 


fortunate position from the beginning. We 
have had a great division about that in regard 
to which there never should have been any 
division among us. All Senators tell us that 
they are in favor of investigation. Why, then, 
appear to be otherwise? Why appear to be 
shrinking? Why not let it be flashed over the 
country to-night that we have appointed the 
committee, thatwe have instructed them todo 
certain things, given them power to send for 


| persons and papers, to report at any time, and 
| to employ a clerk—fully armed them to enter 


upon the great work of investigation, the great 
work of retrenchment and reform? We all 


| profess to bein favorofit. Why not, then, start 


out with it and settle the whole question 
here and before the country at once, and stand 
united, strong, and determined to doall that 
we can to retrench expenditutes, to prevent 
abuses, to detect frauds, and to punish the 


‘| and papers. 





men who, being intrusted with power, betray | 


the confidence that is confided inthem? I do 
not wish to take up the time of the Senate, but 


I hope the Senate will adopt this amendment | 


and then let us close the question. 


Mr. CRAGIN, 
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by going to the Departments, by persoy,.' 
investigation? Is there not work enough hers 
for this committee for months without ... 
power to send for persons and papers? 
tainly there is. 


And to report whether any and what 
to be abolished. 


Is there not here, too, a broad field ¢ 
investigation which they can make person, le 
at these Departments? Most certainly there ;, 

Whether any and what salaries or allowances ou), 


it &hy 
Cer. 


Offices Ought 


7 


| to be reduced. 





I wish to second the sug- | 


gestions of my friend from Massachusetts, || 


{Mr. Wintson.] Do let us end this contro- 
versy now, although there is a distinction 
between a standing committee and a select 


committee, and the senior Senator from Massa- | 


chusetts [Mr. SumNeR] on any occasion when | 


he was interested on the other side would see | 


it very clearly. A select committee is ap- 


pointed generally for a temporary purpose, || 


and power is given it for that purpose; a 
standing committee is different. But let us 
give this committee this power for this session. 

I wish to say, in addition to that, that this 
debate to-day has proceeded upon the theory 
that this committee is powerless without this 
authority. While I am willing to give them this 
authority, | deny that proposition wholly; and 
let me here just for one moment read the instrac- 
tions. The committee are to be instructed— 


To inquire into the expenditures in all branches 
of the servite of the United States. 


I ask you, can they not do that without wit- 
nesses? Can they not do that in Washington 


Can an examination of witnesses inform 
them upon that subject? 


What are the methods of procuring accountahj}i:, 
in public officers or agents . 


L } in the care and dishurse. 
ment of public moneys. 

No witnesses are necessary to inform the 
committee on that subject. ‘They can invest} 
gate it without the power to send for person; 
But let us give them not only 
this instruction to investigate all these subjects 
which they can do personally, but let us give 
them the authority to call for persons and 
papers whenever in their judgment they shajj 
think it wise and best. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques. 
tion ison adopting the amendment to the 
amendment, on which the yeas and nays have 
been ordered. 

Mr. HOWK. [ will not detain the Senate. 
but as the yeas and nays are to be recorded on 
this question, I beg permission to make one 
suggestion. I felt that there was a great dea! 
of truth in what fell from the Senator from 
New Hampshire a short time ago, that we were 
disputing about a very small point. But now 
upon this question, the Senate last week re. 
solved that a standing committee, to be called 
a Committee of Investigation and Retrench 
ment, should be appointed. To-day a motion 
was made to elect that committee, that certain 
members of the Senate should compose that 
committee. 

It seems to me if the Senate had voted on 
that proposition and had filled the committe: 
and if then any other Senator had moved t 
instruct the committee to inquire, just as it is 

roposed now to instruct them, ee would 
Some doubted the propriety of adding to those 
instructions the power to send for persons and 
apers. I judge so, because the Senator from 
ew York [Mr. Conxuine] did propose to 
instruct this committee to inquire specifically 
about another subject, and he did add to his 


peceeenen a clause declaring that they should 
i 


ave the power to send for persons and papers. 
The anachronism, if it is proper to call it 
such, seems to me to arise in the fact that the 
Senator from Illinois couples with a proposi- 
tion to elect certain members of the Senate to 
be the committee, certain instructions to the 
committee; but if we can allow those instruc 
tions to be coupled with the proposition to 
elect, I do not see why we cannot justas well 
add the other thing, add this power to them, 
The Senator from Connecticut has already said 


that he does not suppose the committee could 


'do much without this power. 


I do not sup: 
pose there is a single Senator on this floor who 
expects the committee, whenever it is ap 

ointed, to last twenty-four hours without hav 
ing the power. It seems to me a mere ques 


| tion of time, and I rather think we could save 





time by agreeing to it now. SoI am inclined 
to vote with the Senator from Massachusetts. 
Mr. BUCKINGHAM. As I understand, 
objections are made to giving any committee 
of this body authority to go wherever they 
shall elect to go, with the power to send fo! 
ersons and papers and make investigations. 
The Senate is not willing, and never has been 
willing, to trust any of its committees to that 
extent, as I understand. I say, however, 4 
I said before, that I do not think this comm! 
tee, or any other committee, can make any 
thorough investigation without this autbor'ly, 
and I do not doubt that the Senate will! give '! 
whenever they shall ask it, But if I understand 
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na practice of the Senate, it is to give it to ac- 

smplish a particular object. Now, if you could 
“ow me that there are precedents in the Sen- 
= horizing a committee to exercise this 
jower at their discretion beyond the restric- 
rs of the Senate, then I think that I could 
‘orthisamendment. We want the thing; 
»ower we must have, or our labors will be 


e 
} 


ate for aut 


yotr 


"Mir, HOWE. My friend and I will always | 


act together, 1 know, if we understand each 
a 5S . - 
other alike, and he will therefore allow me to 


ask him if he does not overlook the fact that 


‘1 the very act of appointing this committee | 


Ree proposed to instruct the committee to do 
ortain things? Now, the suggestion I made 


was that if those instructions had been made | 


after the cow mittee was appointed, there would 
have been no possible objection to coupling 
with those instructions the power to send for 
persons and papers, any more than there was 
+) the Senator from New York coupling with 
hig motion that precise power. Am I mistaken 
about that? 
“Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. Mr. Pres- 
‘dent, if a vote is to be taken I shall interpose 
no objection; butI rise to make a suggestion. 
if we can vote now, let us vote ; if not, I sug- 
vest that we fix to-morrow at one o’clock to 
take the vote on this question. [‘* No!” 
‘Now!’’] If the Senate will take the vote 
now, | have no objection; otherwise I shall 
make a motion to adjourn, 

Mr. CONKLING. Lrise tomake no counter 
suggestion, but to ask Senators when this res- 


lution is disposed of not to adjourn until I can | 


vet action on aresolution directing something 
practical, as [ think, as the inception of in- 
vestigation. 


Mr. SUMNER. I would remark in reply 


to the Senator from Connecticut that I believe | 
[ am subject to | 


the precedents are uniform. 
orrection by Senators, but I believe they are 


uniform that an investigating committee has | 


If the Senator trom Connecticut, 

10 is about to assume the responsible duties 

of chairman of this Committee of Investigation, 

has doubts on the precedents or on the powers 

of the committee he is about to direct, [ must 
j 7 : c y . , 

iy that I regret it very much, for I fear he 


is power. 


will not enter upon the investigation with that | 
The Senator 


1 


vor that the case requires. 
begins by abnegation; he begins by calling in 


question the powers of the committee which | 


he is to direct. He is to be our leader in re- 
form. It isthe Senator from Connecticut who 
is before the country to unmask the abuses 
which it issaid exists, and he begins by doubt- 
ing the powers of the committee. I hope the 
Senator will withdraw his doubt ; I hope he will 


accept the time-honored precedents of the | 


Senate which give every investigating com- 
mittee the powers now moved by my colleague. 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM. Mr. President, Lean 


ouly say this: I desire, if I am to act on the | 


committee, to have sufficient authority to 


mplish what the committee is aimed at. 


| do not think I occupy the position which the | 


Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Sumner] 
assumes in regard to doubting the power. 
Whatever power you confer upon the commit: 
tee, I think I shall be able to understand. It 
isa question whether the Senate will confer 
certain power, or whether it is advisable or 


} + 
. 


| will say still further to the honorable Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts that I desire nothing 
but the most thorough investigation of every 
question which shall come before this commit- 
tee. I have no desire to shield any man or any 
set of men who occupy a position against the 
interests of this country; and so far as in me 
lies—and I doubt not I shall have the coiiper- 


ation of every member of this committee if the || 


committee shall be appointed—I shall endeavor 
to give whatever of energy I have (I am sorry 


it 18 not more; Lam sorry I am not more || 


skilled) to pursue the very path which the 
Seuate are disposed to have me pursue; but 


42p Cone. 2p Szss.— No. 13. 














| form ? 


so far as I am able it will be my desire to do 


| that which shall reform any and every abuse 
| in this Government which may come under 


our examination. 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. President, 


I was referred to Cushing as authority on this | 


point, and I adopt it as an authority, and just 
exactly the extract which was read, as show- 
ing clearly the distinction which is drawn 
between the different members of the Senate, 
the difference between the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts and myself, and the authority is 
against the Senator and in favor of the view 
which we have presented : 

** When an assembly proceeds by means of a com- 
mittee in the investigation of any subject, the 
committee may be, and usually is, authorized by 
the assembly to send for persons and papers.”’ 

Just what we claim, that when a committee 
is directed by the Senate to investigate any 
subject, as the subject of general orders con- 
tained in the resolution presented by the Sen- 
ator from New York, the committee will 
usually and generally be authorized by the 
Senate to send for persons and papers. The 
whole point is, that in the exercise of this 
extraordinary power, the judgment of the Sen- 
ate, in addition to that of the committee, shall 
be invoked to decide whether persons and 
papers shall be sent for. 

And, Mr. President, the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetis has not forgotten the argument 


which he made on this very subject, if I am | 


not mistaken, in the case of the Harper's 
Ferry investigation, where, in regard to a com- 
mittee of investigation, he made a most able 


argument against that committee having the | 


right to send for persons and papers. But 
whether thatis so or not, the authority to which 
I have been referred, and which is held to be 


. . { 
authority, clearly holds to the doctrine that | 
the Senate shall pass upon the question whether 

in regard to the given subject the committee | 


shall be invested or not with the power to send 
for persons and papers. 


commit to them asubject, and letthem express 
the desire that they shall have the power to 
send for persons and papers, and if the Sen- 
ate think it a case of sufficient importance, they 
will so order, and thus we keep in check that 
power and maintain the framework of our 
Government. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, the ques- 
tion is, adopting the language of the Senator 
from New Jersey, whether we have not now a 
given subject. 
subject.’’ Why, what have we before us but 
a proposition to empower this committee to 
make certain investigations in certain matters ? 
A given subject broader, to be sure, than 
the given subject to which the Senator from 
New Jersey has called attention, but in all 
respects a given subject—I follow the language 
of the Senator from New Jersey. Therefore 
we simply follow precedents, we follow the 
text on which he has leaned when we propose 


to bestow upon this committee, charged with a | 


| 
] The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
| 
| 


given subject, the ordinary power that is be- 
stowed upon an investigating committee. I 


| submit that the text on which the Senator has | 


leaned supports the motion of my colleague. 
Then I add, that reason, too, is in harmony 
with that text. 

Are you willing to make this committee 
efficient? Will you have it swift, or will you 
give it occasion for delay? There is the dif- 
ference between Senators. The Senator from 


New Jersey is willing to interpose delay. Far | 


be it from me to suggest that he would shield 
fraud. I know he would not. But we are to 
be judged by our acts, by our votes; and the 
Senator does seek to interpose an impediment 


| in the pursuit of fraud, if it be fraud that 


I know 
Are we 
fraud is manifold, infinite in 
What shape it willadopt when it comes 


shall be presented to this committee. 
not what form the abuse will take. 
not told that 








Let this committee | 
be appointed without giving it these extraor- | 
dinary powers, and let any Senator move to | 


That is the phrase—‘‘a given | 





before this committee, I know not; but I think 
the committee ought to be prepared for it ; it 
should be ever ready with its boots on, and 
not, as the Senator from New Jersey seems to 
desire, with boots off. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on adopting the amendment to the 
amendment, upon which the yeas and nays 
have been ordered. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator from Indi- 
ana [Mr. Morton | has been compelled to leave 
the Chamber by illness. If he were here he 
would vote in the negative. 

bs ; ; 

lhe question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 27, nays 17; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Bayard, Blair, Casserly, Cooper, 
Cragin, Davis of Kentucky, Fenton, Hamilton of 
Maryland, Hitchcock, Kellogg, Kelly, Lewis, Logan, 
Patterson, Saulsbury, Schurz, Spencer, Stevenson, 
Stockton, Sumner, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, 
Vickers, West, Wilson, and Windom—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Boreman, Cald- 
well, Cameron, Carpenter, Chandler, Clayton, Cor- 
bett, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Fre- 
linghuysen, Hamlin, Osborn, Pomeroy, and Stew- 
art—-17, 

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Brownlow, Bucking- 
| ham, Cole, Conkling, Davis of West Virginia, Ferry 
of Connecticut, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, 
Hill, Howe, Johnston, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
Vermont, Morton, Nye, Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, 
Robertson. Sawyer, Scott, Sherman, Sprague, and 
W right—27. 

So the amendment tothe amendment was 
agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion recurs on adopting the amendment as 
amended. 

Mr. VICKERS. I offer this amendment: 
to strike out the names in the original resolu- 
tion, namely, ‘‘ Mr. Buckingham, (chairman, ) 
Mr. Pratt, Mr. Howe, Mr. Harlan, Mr. Stew- 
art, Mr. Pool, Mr. Bayard, and Mr. Casserly ;’’ 
and in lieu thereof to insert: 





Lyman Trumbull, (chairman,) Charles Sumner, 
Eugene Casserly, Thomas F. Bayard, Henry B. An- 
thony, Roscoe Conkling, Oliver P. Morton, and 'T. 
W. Tipton. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. LEWIS. . I am paired with Mr. Davis, 
of West Virginia. If he were here, ho would 
vote *‘ yea,’’ and I should vote ‘‘ nay.”’ 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


resulted—yeas 12, nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Blair, Casserly, Cooper, 
Davis of Kentucky, Hamilton of Maryland, Kelly. 
Saulsbury, Stevenson, Stockton, Thurman, and 
Vickers—12. 

NAYS — Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Boreman, Cald 
well, Cameron, Carpenter, Chandler, Clayton, Conk- 
ling. Corbett, Cragin. Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry of 
| Michigan,Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, Hamlin, Hitch- 
| cock. Kellogg, Oshorn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, 
Sawver. Spencer, Wilson, and Windom—27. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn. Brownlow, Bucking- 
ham, Cole, Davis of West Virginia, Ferry of Con- 
necticut. Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, Hill, 
Howe, Johnston, Lewis, Logan. Morrill of Maine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Pratt, Ramsey, 
Rice, Robertson, Schurz, Scott,Sherman, Sprague, 
Stewart, Sumner, Tipton, Trumbull, West, and 
Wright—32. 


On that I ask for the 


So the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 


The ques- 
| tion recurs on adopting the amendment, as 
i 7 . . 
proposed by the Senator from Illinois, as 

amended. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 

tion now is on adopting the resolution offered 
| by the Senator from Rhode Island, asamended, 
/upon which the yeas and nays have been 
ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 43, nay 1; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Boreman, Cald- 
well, Cameron, Carpenter, Casserly, Chardler, Clay- 
ton, Conkling, Cooper. Corbett, Cragin, Davis of 
Kentucky, Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry of Michigan, 
Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, Hamilton of Maryland, 
Hamlin, Hitchcock, Howe, Kellogg, Kelly, Lewis, 
Logan, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, Sawyer, 
Schurz, Spencer, Stevenson, Stockton, Thurman, 
Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, West, Wilson, and Win- 
dom—43, 


j 
il NAY—Mr, Blair—1, 








ABSENT Meeers. Alcorn. Bayard, Brownlow, 
Buckingham. Cole, Davis of West Virginia, Ferry of 
Cas icut, ¢ bert. Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, 
Hill.Johneton.Morrrilof Maine, Morrill of \ nont 
M n. Nye, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Robert Sauls 
| tt. & prague, Stewart, Sumner, 
ind Wright 

Be 
» the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 
NEW YORK CUSTOM-IIOUSE. 

Mr. CONKLING. The resolution that I 

offered this morning having been Jaid aside 


informally for this, I 


ask that it be taken up 
now and pas ed. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. TIlas it been printed? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has not 
been; it was offered this morning. | 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is not in orde r to-day, 
I suppose 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is, unle 
objce d to 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ishould like to hear it. 

Mr. ANTHONY. It n order because it 
was received without tion 

Mr. TRUMBULI It is received, but 
never considered 

Mr. CONKLING It was received without 
objection [ ask that the resolution be read 

M TRUMBULL. It is ‘not before the 
Senate, and I object to its consi ition. 

M ( ONKLING. | ibmit is be fore 
the S I'] er comes too late. It 
‘ n ng, and upon the ay 
p ‘ f 1 m Rhod | land [ con 
f ed that it be d aside in « er that he 
m call up | reso 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chai 
v ite that the 1 nent of the Vice 
Presid h aving tl 1 consequence 
ot | | 1 ily, | Horm d the present 
occup: he ir he Senator from 
New York w: ithe: of asking unanimous 
F } ‘ ! be considered 

| { up the resolu- 
1 1 yust a Lou 1: that on that resolution 
being disy | | ought to call the attention 
of thi nat » that fact, but that a single 
Guy wo ld to ° 

Mr. CONKLING If » Chair will allow 
me I ion s offered on the regular 
call for resolutions. li refore, of course the 
Vice Pr if could 1 have intended the 
present occupar chair to understand 
tha Ly is ng asked to introduce | 
the resolution. It isasimple resolution direct- | 
ing this committee to make investigation—— | 

Mr. TRUMBULL | call the Senator to 
order. ‘There is nothing before the Senate. | 

Mr. ANTHONY. ‘There isa point of order 
before the Senate 

Mr. CONKLING I do not know whether | 


the Senator from Il 


nois has any right to take | 
: : 
the floor fri 


m me, 1] 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I have a right to eall || 
the Senator to order. The Chair will decide | 
whether he is in order or not. || 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair | 
overrules the point of order upon the ground 
that the Senator from New York at least is | 
before theS e tostate what he thinks should 


be in order. Laughter. | 


Mr. CONKLING. I do not know that I 


shall ever be »wedto even make an attempt 
to have \ y ili ited, because | do not 
seem to beiong to | iterte in this body that 
have the exclu right wage the Gov- 
ernment and to titute 1: vestivations and d ) 
whatever is to bedone am striving humbly 
to get the: mn of the Senate upon a resolu 
tion which, | submit, was offered upon a reg 
ular call forre | it} ms, and V hich | proposed 


to consider finally to day, and so stated. 
Upon the appeal of the Senator from Rhode 
Island, and with the remark that the resolution 
would more properly follow the adoption of 
his resolution than precede it, 1 allowed it to 
lie over informally. Now, my wish is to sub- 
mit to the Chair both that | havea right to 
state my proposition, as | am seeking to do, 


and also that after what has occurred | have a || 


| tion before the Senate ? 
' am aware of. 


| debate is in order. 


| view of letting us see what it is. 
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right to the consideration of this resolution, 
it being simply one of inquiry, addressed to 


this committee and specifying the subject to | 


be inquired about. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


Senator from New York, and he rules the 


second point as directed by the Vice Presi- | 


dent, that a single objection is fatal to the 
consideration of the resolution to-day. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
Mr. CONKLING. 


Then I give notice that 


I shall call up the resolution on the very first | 
opportunity, and ask the action of the Senate | 


upon it. 

. TRUMBULL. Have I the floor? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Illinois is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
obtain it for some time, and I supposed I had 


| the floor. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Illinois has the floor beyond all question. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam very glad to be 
able to obtain it after this length of time. I 
objected to the passage of the resolution. I 
want to see it. We are here at nearly ten 
o'clock at night. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It of 


is a resolution 


investigation. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Tam for it, no doubt—— 

Mr. CONKLING. I rise to a question of 
order. I call the Senator from Illinois to 
order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. I overrule 
the point of order on the ground that the 


Senator from Lllinois is before the Senate. 
{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. CONKLING. Is there any other ques- 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
Mr. CONKLING. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Illinois has the floor to make any | 
suggestion or proposition. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I pre- | 
sume I shall vote in favor of the resolution | 
offered by the Senator from New York, but I | 
have noteven heard it. I donotknow whether | 
it has been read; but I should like to see it, | 
and we can adopt it inthe morning. I think | 
it had better go over until the morning, with a 
If itis a 
resolution of inquiry, I shall certainly favor | 
it. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at nine | 


_ o'clock and fifty-one minutes p. m.) the Senate | 
adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 18, 1871. 


The House met at twelve o’clockm. Prayer | 


_ by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier, D. D. 


The Journal of Friday last was read and 
approved. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the | 
first business in order during the morning hour | 
is the calling of the States and Territories for | 
the introduction of bills and joint resolutions 
for reference to their appropriate committees, 
not to be brought back into the House by 
motions to reconsider. Under this call memo- 
rials and resolutions of State and territorial 
legislatures may be presented for printing and 
reference. 
fourteen minutes past twelve o'clock. 

F. AND E. REED, 

Mr. FRYE introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 
626) for the relief of F. & E. Reed, of Bath, 
in the State of Maine, for the arrest and deten- 
tion of their ship at the port of Valencia, 
Spain; which was read a first and second time, 
ordered to be printed, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 








The Chair | 
has already ruled the first point in favor of the || 


eed Maahaked | 4 


I have been trying to | 


Not that I | 


Then I submit that no || 


ry . . i! 
The morning hour now begins, at || 





December 18, 

Seeeeeeeyyy--LWLULLww 
TONNAGE DUTIES. 

Mr. LYNCH introduced a bill (H. R. No 

| 627) imposing tonnage daties, and for othe. 

purposes; which was read a first and second 


time, ordered to be printed, and referred to ths 
Committee on Commerce. ; 


GENERAL B. 8. ROBERTs. 
Mr. POLAND introduced a bill (H. R, y, 


628) to confer upon the Court of Claims juris. 
diction of the claim of Brevet Brigadier Gen. 
eral B.S. Roberts; which was read a first ang 
second time, ordered to be printed, and referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. PLATT. Ilask that that bill be regq 
|| at length. ; 
|| The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to eq) 
1 the attention of members to the operation of 
| the Monday morning hour rule. At the end 
|| of sixty minutes from the reading of the Journg| 
| itis in order to move to suspend the rules: 
|| that alone will cut off the further call of the 
|| States for bills and joint resolutions for refer. 
A motion to suspend the rules by the 


her 





\| ence. 
| gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] com 
|| over from Monday last, and the Chair will }je 
bound to submit that motion to the House a 
fourteen minutes past one o’clock, no matter 
where the business may then stand. If gen. 
| tlemen insist upon the reading of bills at length 
as they are now introduced the effect will 
| probably be to deprive some of the States of 
|| the privilege of being called this morning for 
|| bills and joint resolutions. 
Mr. PLATT. I will not insist upon my call, 


OCEAN TELEGRAPIL CABLES, 
Mr. POLAND also introduced a bill (H 


R. No. 629) to encourage the laying of ocean 
telegraph cables, and to secure the same for 
the use of the United States; which was read 
| a first and second time, ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
| Affairs. 


| NEW TRIALS IN COURT OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, introduced 
| a bill (H. R. No. 680) in relation to new trials 
in the Court of Claims ; which was read a first 
and second time, ordered to be printed, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


PROCEEDINGS IN CRIMINAL CASES. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, also intro- 


| duced a bill (H. R. No. 631) to amend pro: 


| ceedings in criminal cases; which was read a 
first and second time, ordered to be printed, 


| and referred to the Committee on the Judi: 


ciary. 
PRACTICE OF COURTS IN PATENT CASES. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, also intro: 
duced a bill (H, R. No. 632) amending the 
| practice of the courts in patent cases; which 
| was read a first and second time, ordered to be 
| printed, and referred to the Committee on 
Revision of the Laws of the United States. 
F. SELINA BUCHANAN. 
Mr. BANKS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


| 633) grantinga pension to F. Selina Buchanan, 
| widow of McKean Buchanan, late paymaster 
| in the United States Navy; which was read a 
first and second time, ordered to be printed, 
| and, with the accompanying papers, referred 
| to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
REDUCTION OF INTERNAL TAXES, ETC. 


Mr. KELLOGG introduced a bill (H. R. 
| No. 634) to reduce internal taxes, and to abol 
ish the office of Commissioner of Internal 
| Revenue; which was read a first and second 
| time, ordered to be printed, and referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 


SCHOONER LOIS. 








| Mr. KETCHAM introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 635) to change the name of the schooner 
Lois to that of Sea Witch: which was read a 
| first and second time, ordered to be printed, 
| and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
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OSWEGO DISTILLERY COMPANY. 1 


Mr. LANSING introduced a bill (H. R. No, | 
eau) for the relief of the Oswego Distillery || 
Company; which was read a first and second | 
time, ordered to be printed, and referred to || 


the Committee of Claims. | 
pUBLIC BUILDING IN ROCHESTER, NEW YORK. | 
Mr. CLARKE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
697) to provide for a Government building in 
the city of Rochester, New York; which was |, 
read a first and second time, ordered to be | 
rinted, and referred to the Committee on || 
Public Buildings and Grounds. | 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT TROY, NEW YORK. || 
Mr. WARREN introduced a bill (Hi. BR. 
No. 638) authorizing the construction or pur- 
chase of a suitable building in the city of Troy, | 
New York, for post office and other national | 
ofices; Which was read a first and second | 
time, ordered to be printed, and referred to the | 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


JANE A. GREEN, 


Mr. WARREN also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 639) for the relief of Jane A. Green; 
which was read a first and second time, referred | 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

STAMPS ON WRITTEN INSTRUMENTS, 

Mr. DUELL introduced a bill .(H. R. No. 
640) to repeal the several sections of the in- 
ternal revenue act requiring written instru- 
ments to be stamped; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 


Mr. DUELL also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 641) to provide for the equalization of 
bounties to soldiers who served in the war for 
the suppression of the rebellion; which was | 
read a first and second time, referred to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

Mr. E. H. ROBERTS introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 642) to authorize the payment of fifty 
per cent. of customs duties in legal-tender 
notes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 


BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION. 


Mr. MERRIAM introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 643) to punish bank, insurance, State, and 
Government officials for bribery and corrup- 
tion; which was read a first and second time, | 
referred to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency, and ordered to be printed. 


SLOOP MARGARET AND AMELIA. 


Mr. HAZLETON, of New Jersey, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 644) authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to change the name 
of the sloop Margaret and Amelia; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

SOUTH RIVER, NEW JERSEY. 


Mr. BIRD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 645) 
for the improvement of South river, New Jer- 
sey; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, | 
and ordered to be printed. 


SILVER COINS. 

Mr. MERCUR introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 
646) changing the standard weight of silver 
coins, limiting the amount to be issued, and 
for other purposes ; which was read a first and | 
second time, referred to the Committee on | 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and ordered | 
to be printed. | 











EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 
_Mr. MERCUR also introduced a bill (H. R. | 
No. 647) to equalize bounties by giving each | 
honorably discharged soldier the sum of $8 33 
for each month’s service; which was read a 


| cents per pound; 


first and second time, referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 


printed. 
FORFEITURE OF WIDOWS’ PENSIONS. 
Mr. SEELEY introduced a bill 
648) to repeal ail statutes which forfeit pen- 
sions of widows by reason of a second mar 
riage; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 


Pen- 


TRANSPORTATION OF IMPORTATIONS. 
Mr. L. MYERS introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 649) further to facilitate the immediate 


|| transportation of certain importations to the 


port of destination; which was read a first 

and second time, referred to the Committee 

on Commerce, and ordered to be printed, 
TAX ON TOBACCO. 

Mr. L. MYERS also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 650) fixing the rate of internal tax on 
all kinds of manufactured tobacco at sixteen 
which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


MRS. MARY DAVIS. 


Mr. L. MYERS also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 651) granting a pension to Mrs. Mary 
Davis, of Philadelphia; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


HUGH T. FERGUSON. 


(H. R. No. 
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Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania, intro- | 


duced a bill (H. R. No. 652) granting a pen- 
sion to Hugh 'T. Ferguson, a private soldier 
of the war of 1812; 
and second time, referred to the Committee 


which was read a first | 


on Revolutionary Pensions and War of 1812, | 


and ordered to be printed. 
BAKER AND BEATTY. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania, also | 


introduced a bill (H. R. No. 653) for the relief | 
of J. Morgan Baker and William H. Beatty, 


trading as Baker & Beatty; which was read a 


first and second time, referred, with the accom- 


panying petition, to the Commitee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


SECURITY OF LIFE ON VESSELS. 
Mr. NEGLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


654) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to pro- | 


vide for the better security of life on board of 
vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam, 
and for other purposes,’’ approved I’ebruary 
28, 1871; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 


PROMOTION OF COMMERCE. 

Mr. NEGLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 655) for the promotion of commerce and 
amity between the people of the United States 
and of Mexico; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on | 


Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
EXTENSION OF WINDER’S BUILDING. 
Mr. NEGLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 656) to extend Winder’s building for the 
use of the War Department; which was read 


a first and second time, referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and 
ordered to be printed. 


JOHN B. HOGUE. 


Mr. GRIFFITH introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 657) for the relief of John B. Hogue, late 
first lieutenant company I, fourth regiment 
Pennsylvania cavalry; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

F. B. STEWART. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 658) for the relief of F. B. 
Stewart, postmaster at Altoona, Pennsylvania ; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
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ferred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 
LIMITATION OF AN ACT, 

Mr. SHERWOOD introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 659) limiting the effect of the act of July 
27, 1866, and its supplements, approved March 
7, 1867, to such causes as have been com- 
menced since the Ist day of April, 1861; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revision of the 
Laws of the United States, and ordered to be 
printed. 

BOUNTY LANDS, 


Mr. SHOEMAKER introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 660) granting bounty lands to certain 
persons engaged in the military and naval ser 
vice of the United States from and after the 
ith day of March, A. D. 1861; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 


PAYMENT OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 
Mr. MERRICK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


661) regulating the mode of payment of duties 
on imports and equalizing the value of Treas- 
ury notes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 
REFUNDING OF TAXES. 

Mr. MERRICK also introduced a bill (H. 
RK. No. 662) to refund to judicial officers of 
the United States and of the several States the 
taxes on their salaries heretofore collected and 
paid under income tax laws of the United 
States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

COMPENSATION FOR PROPERTY DESTROYED. 

Mr. RITCHIE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
663) for the ascertainment and examination 
of claims for compensation for the use and 
destruction of private property by the United 
States Army during the late war for the preser- 

‘vation of the Union in the States not pro- 
claimed as in insurrection tothe United States ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 


METILODIST EPISCOPAL CIIURCH OF OLD TOWN. 

Mr. RITCHIE also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 664) to reimburse the trustees of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church at Old Town, 
Alleghany county, Maryland, for destruction 
of same by occupation of United States cavalry 
during the war; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE RAPPAHANNOCK. 

Mr. BRAXTON introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 665) for continuing the improvement of 
the Rappahannock river, Virginia; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 


PORT OF ENTRY AT LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 

Mr. DUKE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
666) to establish a port of entry and delivery 
at the city of Lynchburg, Virginia; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT DANVILLE, VIRGINIA 

Mr. STOWELL introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 667) authorizing the construction of a 
building at Danville, Virginia, for post office, 
United States court, and other purposes; 
which was read a first and second time, re 
ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


MRS. ANN DODD AND MRS. M. WEBBER. 


Mr. PLATT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
668) granting pensions to Mrs. Mary Ann 
|} Dodd and Mrs. Margaret Webber; which was 
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read a first and second time, referred to the || read a first and second time, referred to the 
| Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 


on Naval Affairs, 


Committee 


be printe 
PROPERTY 


and ordered to 


USED BY UNITED STATES ARMY. 


Mr. a of Virginia, introduced a 
bill | H. Rh. No. 669) to amend the act of April 

1871, so as to allow pay for rent of prop- 
erty used by the Army of the United States, 
and where used by contract to pay without 
proof of loyalty; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judici iry, and ordered to be printed, 

“AVANNAIL HARBOR AND RIVER. 

Mr. McINTYRE introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 670) to reimburse the city of Savannah 
for all expenditures made in the improvement 
of the harbor of Savannah, Georgia, since the 
iate war; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed, 


Mr. MeINTYRE also introduced a bill (H. 


Rh. No. 671) making appropriation for the im- 
provement of the harbor of Savannah, Georgia, 
and the improvement of the navigation of the 
Savannah river from the city to its mouth ; 
which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, 


and ordered to be printed, 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA. 

Mr. McINTYRE also introduced a bill (H, 
R, No. 672) to appropriate money to construct 
& custom-house and post office at the city of 


Brunswick, 
and 
on P 
to be printed. 


Georgia; which was read a first 
a: . ’ ‘ ° 
second time, referred to the Committee 


iblie 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 
Ir. YOUNG introduced a bill (H. R. No 


673) to remove all legal and political disabili- 


ties from David — Louis Tumlen, Warren 
Akin, and James . Harris, of the State of | 
Georgia; which was read a first and second | 


time, re ofe rred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 


CLAIMS OF INDIAN TRIBES. 
Mr. DU BOSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


674) to pe rmit certain Indian svibes to prefer 


their claims against the United States, and 
have adit idieation thereof; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee 


on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


REFUND OF COTTON TAX, 

Mr. WHITELEY introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 58) to extend the time within 
which applications may be made to refund the 
cotton tax; which was read a first and second | 
time, refe rred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed, 

GBRORGIA JUDICIAL OFFICERS. 

Mr. WHITELEY also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 675) to provide an additional district 
judge, district attorney, and marshal for the 
State of Georgia, and for other purposes ; which 


was read a first and second time, referred to 
the 


to be printed. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. WHITELEY also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 676) to relieve from political disabili- 


ties certain persons in the second congres- | 


sional district of Georgia; which was read a 


first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BIGBY introduced a bill (H. R. No, 
677) to relieve certain persons therein named 
from the legal and political disabilities imposed 


| 


Buildings and Grounds, and ordered | 


: | UNITED STATES COURTS IN 


i 


Committe J ary 1 
ommittee on the Judiciary, and ordered || ors of the war of 1812, and the widows of de- 


be printed. 


| 
| 
i 
i 





of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, 
and Florida; which was read 


| Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
| THE HOMESTEAD ACT. 
'| Mr. DOX also introduced a bill (H. R. N 


| 680) to extend the benefits of an act entitled 
‘‘An act to secure homesteads to actual set- | 
approved May 20, 


| tlers on the public domain,”’ 
1862; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 

| and ordered to be printed, 

WIDOW OF H, C. FILLEBROWN, 

Mr. DOX also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
| 681) authorizing the payment of a sum of 
| money to the widow of Henry C., Fillebrown, 
1] 
|} in the Coosa river, in the State of 


Alabama, 


i? r . 
| while engaged in the service of the United | 
| States; which was read a first and second time, 





referred to the Committee of Claims, 
ordered to be printed. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. DOX also introduced a bill (H. R. No 
| 682) removing the political disabilities of W. 
A. Vineent and T. 


of Etowah, in the State of Alabama; 


and 





| 
| 
} 


which 





the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 


ALABAMA, 
| Mr. HAYS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


|| 683) for the more convenient transaction of 
business in the courts of the United States 

i} in the State of Alabama; which was read a 
! first and second time, 


ir printed. 
| Mr. SLOSS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
|| 684) in relation to the district court of Ala- 
| bama; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed, 


|} LAND GRANT 


TO ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. SLOSS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
|| No. 685) granting public lands in the States 


|| of Alabama and Mississippi to the Decatur | 


|} and Aberdeen Railroad Company, to aid in 
|| the construction of a railroad to be built from 

| Decatur, Alabama, to Aberdeen, Mississippi; 
| which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
'| ordered to be printed. 

SOLDIERS OF THE WAR OF 1812, 
| Mr. SLOSS also introduced a bill 
No. 686) to amend an act entitled “An act 
| granting pensions to certain soldiers and sail- 





ceased soldiers;’’ which was read a first and 


| second time, referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions and War of 1812, and 
ordered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF A JOINT RESOLUTION. 

Mr. SLOSS also introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 59) repealing a joint résolu- 
tion approved March 2, 1867; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 


States, and ordered to be printed. 





by the fourteenth amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States; which was read a | 
first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TURNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
678) for the removal of the political disabili- 
ties of J. A. Crook and James B, Jones, citi- 
zens of the State of Alabama; which was 


| 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES, 
Mr. HANDLEY introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 687) for the removal of the civil and polit- | 


| ical disabilities of Eldridge Barker, a citizen of 


Coosa county, Alabama; which was read a first | 


| and second time, referred to the Committee on 


\| the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


restricting the sale of public lands in the States 


a first and sec- 
| ond time, referred to the Committee on the 


a civil engineer, who lost his life by drowning 


J. Burgess, of the county 


| was read a first and second time, referred to 


referred to the Com- | 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 


(H. R. | 


mittee on Revision of Laws of the United || 
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| UNITED STATES COURTS IN MISSISsrppy 


Mr. HARRIS, of Mississippi, introduceq 
bill (H. R. No. 688) to change the place ; 


| 
of 
SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS. holding the district court of the United States 
5 for the northern district of Mississippi - 
Mr. DOX introduced a bill (H. R. No. 679) pp Which 
was read a first and second ti 
to repeal an act, approve od 21st Tene, 1866, 7 me, referred tg 


the Committee on the Judiciary, 


and ordere 
to be printed. ‘ 


PAY OF FEMALE EMPLOYis, 
Mr. PERCE introduced a bill (H, R, x 


689) to regulate the payment of female ms, 
ployés of the Government, and for other pur. 

canis ; which was read a first and second time. 
referred to the Committee on Education and 


Labor, and ordered to be printed. 
NORTHERN JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF MISsigsrp PT, 


Mr. MORPHIS introduced a bill (H. p 
No. 690) to divide the northern judicial djs. 
trict of Mississippi into an eastern and woe. 
ern division ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee 9 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed, 
| UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT OF LOUISIANA, 
Mr. SHELDON introduced a bill (H.R. 
| No. 691) to confer jurisdiction upon the Uni. 
|| ted States circuit court for the fifth cirenit jp 
| the district of Louisiana in a certain cage 
therein specified, and for other purposes ; whic! 


| was read a first and second time, referred tp 
| the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 


DANIEL M. PAIGE. 


Mr. BEATTY introduced a bill (H. R. No, 

| 692) for the relief of Daniel M. Paige, late first 

lieutenant of the thirty-eighth United States 

| infantry; which was read a first and second 

| time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
| ordered to be printed. 


CHARLES TRICHLER. 


|| Mr. WILSON, of Ohio, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 693) forthe relief of Charles Trich 
|| ler, of the county of Adams, Ohio ; which was 
| read a first and second time, referred to t! 
| Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

TRANSPORTATION OF ANIMALS. 


| 
| Mr. WILSON, of Ohio, also introduced a bill 
| (H. R. No. 694) to prevent cruelty to animals 
| while in transit on railroads or other means 
of transportation within the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, ordered 
to be printed, and referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 
CIVIL SERVICE. 


Mr. STEVENSON introduced a bill (H.R. 
No. 695) to prevent the appointment to office 
or employment under the Government of dis- 
honest and incompetent persons, and to ret 
| der officers appointing, and Senators and Rep- 
| resentatives in Congress recommending them, 
responsible for their conduct; which was re: ad 
a first and second time, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Task that the Dill be 
read at length, and referred to the select Com- 
mittee on the Civil Service. 

The bill was read. The first section pro- 
vides that it shall be unlawful for any officer 
of the United States to appoint, or for any 
Senator or Representative in Congress to rec- 
ommend any person for appointment to any 
office in or employment under the civil — 
of the United States, knowing such person 
be dishonest or incompetent to perform the 
duties of such office oremployment. The sec: 
ond section provides that it shall be unlaw- 
| ful for any officer of the United States to 
appoint, or for any Senator or Representative 
| in Congress to recommend any person for 
appointment to any office in or employment 
under the civil service of the United States 
for any other reason or upon any other con- 
sideration, promise, inducement,or expec tation 
than the public good, and the performance of 
| the duties of such office or employment. The 
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third section provides that any person violating 
the provisions of this act shall be deemed guilty 
misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof 
circuit or district court of the Uni- 


ites be fined in any sum not exceeding 


ot a 
in any 


ted St: 


$10,000, or imprisoned for any time not ex- | 


ing ten years, or both, at the discretion of 
the | court, and shall be liable to the United 
States for all damage and loss cause d or occa- 
sioned by the dishone sty or incompetence of 
wack oflicer or employé. 

"| he bill was referred to the select Committee 
Civil Service. 


HAYDEN’ S$ GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


Mr. MONROE introduced a joint ancl 
(H. kt. No. 60) providing for printing the pre- 
inary report of Professor F. B. Hayden's 


ceed 


on the € 


geological survey ; which was read a first and || 
‘cond time, ordered to be printed, and re- | 


Bt 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 
SURVEY OF NEBRASKA, 


Mr. MONROE - introduced a joint reso- 
lution (H. R. No. 61) proving for the print- 
ing the final report of the United States sur- 
vey 
second time, ordered to be printed, and referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 


BONDED WAREHOUSES FOR TOBACCO. 
. ARTHUR introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


6 4 to abolish export bonded eiamaase for 
the storage of manufactured tobacco and snuff 
in bond; 
time, ordered to be printed, and referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 


DESTRUCTION OF FORFEITED TOBACCO 
Mr. ARTHUR also introduced a bill (H. 


R. No. 697) to provide for the destruction of 
tobacco legally forfeited and seized by the 
United States for fraud against the laws for 
the raising and collection of the internal rev- 
enue; which was read a first and second time, 
ordered to be printed, and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 


TAX ON SALES OF TOBACCO. 


Mr. ARTHUR also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 698) for the repeal of all acts and parts 
of acts creating and imposing a special tax on 
sales of dealers in tobacco, manufacturers of 
tobacco, and manufacturers of cigars; 
was read a first and second time, ordered to 
be printed, and referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

TAX ON WHISKY DESTROYED BY FIRE. 

Mr. ARTHUR also introduced a bill (H. 

R. No. 699) to remit the internal revenue tax 


upon five hundred and forty-nine barrels, con- 
taining twenty-three thousand four hundred 


and sixty-six gallons, destroyed by fire while | 
in bond in a distillery warehouse, on the 24th | 


of June, 1869, in the county of Harrison, in 
ihe State of Kentucky ; which was read a first 
and second time, ordered to be printed, and 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


REFUNDING COTTON TAX. 


Mr. GOLLADAY introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 700) to refund the cotton tax collected 
under the provisions of the acts of Congress 
approved March 7, 1864, and March 2, 1867; 
which was read a first and second time, ordered 
to be printed, and referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. GOLLADAY also presented joint res- 
olutions of the Legislature of the State of Ten- 
nessee, in favor of “the passage of a law refund- 
ing the tax paid upon cotton in the years 1865, 


of Nebraska; which was read a first and | 


which was read a first and second | 





which | 


| be printed, and referred to the 
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to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions | 
and War of 1812. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN N 


Mr. GOLLADAY also introduced a bill | 
(H. R. No. 701) to provide for the erection of 
buildings suitable for the use of the United 
States courts, post office, custom-house, and 
other necessary Government offices at Nash- 
ville, ‘Tennessee; which was read a first and | 


‘ASILVILLE, TENNESSER. 


second time, ordered to be printed, and re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Publie il 


, and Grounds. 











1866, and 1867; which were ordered to be | 


printed, and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 
PENSIONS FOR WAR OF 1812. 
Mr. GOLLADAY also presented joint res 
olutions of the Le; gislature of the State ot Ten- 


| 





nessee, in favor of an act granting $ pensions to | 


the widows of soldiers of the war of 1812; 


which were ordered to be printed, and referred | 





1] 
\| 
| 


| 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. GOLLADAY also introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 702) to remove political disabilities 
from certain persons therein named; which 


was read a first and second time, ordered to 


the Judiciary. 
FXEMPTION LAWS. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, introduced a | 


bill (H. R. No. 


exemption laws; 


703) to make uniform the 


whi 


Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
MARY J. STANE. 


Mr. GARRETT introduced a bill (H. 
No. 704) directing the Secretary of the Interior 
to place the name of Mary J. Stane upon the 
pension-roll, and to pay her a pension ; 
was read a first and second time, and, with the 
accompanying papers, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

GEORGE A. ARMES. 


Mr. GARRETT also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 705) to authorize the restoration of 
George A. Armes to the rank of captain in the 
Army ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

LEWIS SCHRAMM. 

Mr. WILSON, of Indiana, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No.706) forthe reliefof LewisSchramm, 
late a second lieutenant of the one hundred 


and twenty-fourth regiment Indiana volunteer 
infantry; which was read a first and second 


| time, referred to the Committee on Military 


Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
LANDS FOR ACTUAL SETTLERS. 
Mr. HOLMAN introduced a bill(H. R. No. 


707) to secure the public lands to actual set- 
tlers under the provisions of the homestead 
and preémption laws; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
JAMES C. BATES. 
Mr. SHAN 
708) to place the name of James C. Bates, of 
Indiana, on the pension-roll; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 
STEAMSHIP-CANAL. 


Mr. SHANKS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 709) directing a preliminary survey and 


report on the practicability and cost of the | 
construction of a steamship-canal from the | 


southern portion of Lake Michigan to the Mis- 


sissippi river at or near the mouth of the river | 


Ohio; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, and ordered to be printed. 


ADAM R. WALKER. 
KERR introduced a bill (H. R. 
for the relief of Adam R. Walker; which 
read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 
WILLIAM W. SPRIRS. 


Mr. KERR also introduced a bill (He R. No. 
711) for the relief of William W. Speirs, late 


Mr. 
710) 
was 


Committee on | 


+h was read a first and | 
. » . | 
second time, referred to the Committee on the 


R. | 


which | 


KS introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


No. | 
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es assistant surgeon United States Army; which 
|| was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 
WILLIAM H. BRIDGES. 


Mr. MANSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
712) granting a pension to William H. Bridges ; 
| which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed, 


| 
} 
| 


HERMANN RASTER. 


Mr. FARWELL introduced a bill (Hi. R. 
> 718) for the relief of Hermann Raster, 
collector of internal revenue first district of 
Illinois; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


| JOHN K,. HANNAY. 

| Mr. FARWELL also introduced a bill (H. R. 
| 

| 


No. 714) for the relief of John K. eee: : 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 


PENSIONS—WAR OF 1812, 

Mr. BURCHARD introduced a bill (H. R. 
|, No. 715) granting pensions to certain widows 
\| of soldiers and sailors of the war of 1812; 
\} which was read a first and second time, referred 
|| to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
\} and War of 1812, and ordered to be printed. 


W.P. AND S. B. HOLIDAY. 


| 
Mr. CREBS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

716) for the relie f of W. P. Holiday and 8S. B. 
| Holiday, of Cairo, Illinois; which was read a 
|| first and second time, and, with ace ompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
|| and ordered to be printed. 

SOLDIERS OF WAR OF 1812. 

Mr. HAY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 717) 
to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act granting 
pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the 
war of 1812, and the widows of such deceased 
soldiers,’’ approved February 14, 1871; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensionsand 

War of 1812, and ordered to be printed. 

GRANTING OF SWAMP LANDS. 
Mr. PARKER introduced a bill (H. R. No 

718) granting certain swamp lands in Holt 
|| county, Missouri, to said Holt county for 
!| school purposes; which was read a first and 
| second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

JOMIN MATNEY. 

Mr. PARKER also introduced a bill (H. R 
No. 719) for the relief of John Matney, of St. 
Joseph, Missouri, late a private in the thirty 
fifth Missouri volunteer infantry; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
| be printed. 


COURTS AT SPRINGFIELD JOSEPH. 


| 
| AND 8T. 
Mr. PARKER also introduced a bill (IT. R. 
| No. 720) to provide for the holding of terms 
| of the district court of the United States for 
the western district of Missouri at St. Joseph 
'| and Springfield, in said State, and to increase 
the jurisdiction of said district court; which 
| was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 


LEGALIZATION OF POLYGAMOUS MARRIAGES, 


Mr. BLAIR, 
(H. R.-No. 7 





of Missouri, introduced a bill 
21) to legalize polygamous mar- 


| riages in Utah, and to dismiss all prosecutions / 
i} On account thereof in the courts of said Ter- 
ritory; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the Committee the Judi- 


ciary, and ordered to be printed. 
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION, 
Mr. COMINGO introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. R. No. 62) proposing an amendment 


on 








| 
to the Constitution of the United States ; which || custom-house and other Federal offices ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to | was read a first and second time, referred 
the Committee on the J idiciary, and ordere d to the Committee on Pal lie B uildings and 
to | | Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


MEETING OF CONGRESS, 


COMINGO al 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT KEY WEST, FLORIDA. 


© introduced a bill (H. || Mr. WALLS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


ng for the future meeting || No. 731) for the erection of a public building 
of Congress; which was read a first and sec- || at Key West, in the State of Florida, to be | 
ond time, reierr o the Committee on the || used as a custom-house, post office, court: 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. house, and other Federal offices; which was 
h. COWAN. read a first and second time, referred to the | 
' —_ —— Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
COMINGO also luced a bill (Il. |) and ordered to be printed. 
I ‘ (40) 10 It. Ki. ¢ in, of Ka \ 
( » M uri. , val and political dis- PUBLIC BUILDING AT JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA. 
it ntharticie of Mr. WALLS also introduced a bill (BH. R. 
! t ( tion of the United No. 732) for the erection of a public building 
uf and second time, t Jacksonville. in the State of Florida, to be | 
( on Judiciary, ed 1 custom-house and other Federal 
oflices; which was read a first and second 
IVERSITI time, referred to the Committee on Public | 
a Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
7 : gan nt resolution printed. 
7. r the chief of « ir |} Pa . : . 
: ' | DISTRICT MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
ne rsity of the Stat | 
ersities of othe Mr. WALLS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
ind atl of Re No. 733) to repeal an act entitled ‘*An act to 
( \ ution of Fortieth || revise, with amendments, an act to incorporate 
? lel, of said universities: which || the Medical Society of the District of Colum- 
1 in { t 3 er d time, referred to bia,’’ approved July 7, 18388; 
t Con P ¢, and ordered to be || a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
printed mitte e for the District of Columbia, and ordered 
PURCHASERS OF PUBLIC LANDS. to be printed, 
‘fe. McCORMICK. of Missouri. introduced || PROTECTION OF CIVIL RIGHTS. 
li. R. No. 724) for the relief of certain Mr. WALLS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
| t | | ! under thegradu No. 734 plementary to an act entitled ‘‘An 
ation act of t 4, 1554; which was read || act to protect all citizens of the United States 
nf and nat . referred to the Com- || in-their civil rights and furnish the means of 


i 4 
ls, and ordered to be 


’ their vindication,”’ passed April 9, 1866, and 
! io remove all legal and political disabilities im- | 
aa a |! nosed by the third section of the fourteenth 
[OSPITAL, HELENA, ARKANSAS, Pi be “ee ss 
i . amendment to the Constitution of the United 
Mr. HANKS introduced a bill (A. R. Ni 


States for participation in the late rebellion; 
a marine || which was read a first and second time, re- 
Helena, Ark- 


ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 


i , e rovide tor the erection of 


{ ital at or ar the city of 


da firstand second time ordered to be printed 
. ace Taek 
ferred t Con tee On Naval Hairs, 
all's a he neinted PUBLIC BUILDING AT AUSTIN, TEXAS. 
CH \ ETC.. RAILWAY COMPANY | Mr. HANCOCK introduced a bill (H. R. 
ar ae aera a No. 735) to enable the President to purchase a 
if. OU Eas t-LAND introd wed a bill (H. |! site and erect thereon a fire-proof building for | 
Kt. No. 726) to a : the hicago and || the United States courts and post office at Aus- 
oe vay Company to change || tin, Texas; which was read a first and second 
= Lil f raliway in th state of || time, referred to the Committee on Public || 
" , “ the time for the com- || Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be || 
which wa "es ' ret ana | 
which is ad a first and printed. 
re red to the Committee on the ita i . _ a 
: ; . 1 : 1 : RULES AND ARTICLES OF WAR, 
Pub Lands, and ordered to be | rinted, 
ce oe Mr. CONNER introduceda bill (H. R. No. 
( INA AND WISCONSIN RAILROAD, ee 1: > : 
736) amending the Rules and Articles of 
Mr. SUTHERLAND also introduced a bill || War ¢ ; 
Mr. SUTHERLAND also introduced a bill || War for the government of the armies of the 
' > - => } l ew. . PS hae , . > _* . 
(Hl. R. No change the direction of the || United States; which was read a first and 
road authorized by the act approved June 3, || second time, referred to the Committee on Mil- 


, from Ontonagon, in the State of Michi- 
in State line, and for other 
: h was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 


itary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


gan, to the Wiscons 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 

| Mr. CONNER also introduced a bill (I. R. 
No. 7837) to remove political disabilities im- 
posed by the fourteenth article of amendment 
| to the Constitution from certain citizens of 
| Texas; which was read a first and second 


rIMOrTIty 


Mr. STOUGHTON introdue 
No. 728) for the relic 
late private ninth Micl 
read t and second time 
Committee on Military Affair 
be print c ; 


EDMONDS. 


dabill (H.R. 
f of Timothy Edmonds, 
ivalry ; which was 
, referred to the 
s, and ordered to 


PAN ¢ 


| ciary, and ordered to be printed. 


LANDS FOR NATIONAL UNIVERSITY. 


a ' | Mr. MeCRARY introduced a bill (H. R. 
SAMUS U. BUDGHAR. No. 738) setting apart and reserving public | 


Mr. STOUGHTON also introduced a bill ( H. 
R. No. 729) for the relief of Samuel C. Hodg- 
man, late first lieutenant and adjutant seventh 
Michigan cavalry; which was read a first and | 
second time, and, with accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee of Claims, 


and ordered to be printed. 
i] 


lands forthe purpose of establishing and main- 
taining a national university; which was read 
| a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee onthe Public Lands, and ordered to be 


the || printed, 


IMPROVEMENT OF DES MOINES RAPIDS. 


at ele ee Bi a, EES || Mr. MeCRARY also introduced a bill (H. 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT CEDAR KEYS, FLORIDA. || R. No, 739) making an appropriation for the 

Mr. WALLS introduced a bill (H. R. No. || completion of the improvement of the Des 
730) for the erection of a public building at || Moines rapids in the Mississippi river; which 
Cedar Keys, State of Florida, to be used as a || was read a first and second time, referred to 





| time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- | 


| 








| 
| 
| 
i 
} 


i} 
| 





|| 740) forthe relief of P. E. Dye, of Polk 


| 
| 


||} approved March 2, 





December 18 


the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
| be printed. 
P. BE. DYE. 
Mr. PALMER introduced a bill (H. R. y, 
: county. 
Jowa; which was read a first and second time. 
| referred to the Committee on Military Affairs’ 
and ordered to be printed. * 


CHARLES C. HOOD, 
Mr. PALMEK also introduced a bill (ff. R 
| No. 741) for the relief of Charles ©, Hoo. 
which was read a first and second time, 
| with the accompanying papers, referred t 


od; 
and, 
0 the 


|| Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered tg 


| be printed. 


QUIETING TITLE TO LANDS, 
Mr. PALMER also introduced a bill (1, p 
| No. 742) to quiet the title to certain lands in 
| the State of lowa; which was read a first and 
| second time, referred to the Committee 9; 
the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed 


LANDS IN IOWA, 


| Mr. ORR introduced a joint resolution (H, 
| R. No. 748) relating to rights of actual settlers 
upon certain lands in lowa; which was reada 





i 


|| first and second time, referred to the Commit. 
|| tee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 
which was read || printed. 


JAMES STEVENS. 

Mr. ORR also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
744) for the relief of James Stevens; which 
| was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT OSHKOSII, WISCONSIN, 


| Mr. SAWYER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
| 745) to provide for a building for the use of 





the post office, pension office, United States 
courts, and internal revenue offices at Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin; which was read a first and second 
| time, referred to the Committee on Public 


| Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
| printed. 


| AMENDMENT OF BANKRUPT LAW. 


Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin, introduced 
a bill (AH. R. No. 746) to amend an act enti 


|| tled ‘*An act to establish a uniform system of 


bankruptey throughout the United States,” 
approved March 2, 1867; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF BANKRUPT LAW. 
Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin, also intro- 


| duced a bill (H. R. No. 747) to repeal an act 


| entitled ‘‘An act to establish a uniform system 
| of bankruptcy throughout the United States,” 
1867 ; which was read 4 
| first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Revision of the Laws of the United 
States, and ordered to be printed. 


MARY CRAWFORD. 
Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin, also intro- 


| 





|| duced a bill (H. R. No. 748) for the relief of 


| Mary Crawford; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN C. MORRILL. 


|| Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin, also intro- 
| duced a bill (H. R. No. 749) for the relief of 
|| John C. Morrill; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE W. BURCHARD. 
Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin, also intro- 


duced a bill (H. R. No. 750) for the relief of 


George W. Burchard; which was read a first 


/ and second time, referred to the Committee on 


Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
ANDREW KNUDSON, 





a 


Mr. RUSK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
751) directing the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue a patent to Andrew 
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cnut ; ; 
i referred to the Committee on the Public 


Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
HENRY CLAY WILLIAMS. 
Mr. RUSK also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 752) to appropriate to Henry Clay Wil- 
1 a sum of money found due to him in the 


liams ad ; ; 
adjustment of his accounts; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Commit- 


tee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
DR. J. MILTON BEST. 
Mr. RUSK also introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 753) for the relief of Dr. J. Milton Best; | 


which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PREEMPTION OF COAL LANDS. 

Mr. HOUGHTON introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 754) to grant the right of preémption to 
coal lands on the public domain in the Pacific 
States and Territories; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Mines and Mining, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CONTRACTS FOR SERVILE LABOR. 


Mr. COGHLAN introduced abill (H. R. No. 
755) to prohibit contracts for servile labor ; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 


ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and | 


ordered to be printed. 
SWAMP LANDS IN OREGON. 
Mr. SLATER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


756) extending the time for the selection of 
swamp and overflowed lands in Oregon under 
the act of Congress approved March 12, 1860; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


INDIAN TREATIES, 


Mr. LOWE introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


757) to carry into effect the fourth article of 


the treaty of February 23, 1867, with the Sen- | 
eca, Shawnee, and Quapaw, and other In- | 





dians ; which was read a first and second time, | 


referred to the Committee on Indian A ffairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY AND POST ROAD. 


Mr. LOWE also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 758) to provide for the building of a mili- 
tary and post road from the mouth of Walnut 
river, in Kansas, to the mouth of the main 
Cache river, in Texas; which was read a first 


and second time, ordered to be printed, and | 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


ROBERT E. COWAN. 


N e-n 4, = € i . . . : ‘ . 
sie Se wempee thee petieeh dieantiie |; and pass a resolution, which the Clerk will 


of Robert E. Cowan of Kansas City, in the | 


State of Missouri; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. : 

CIRCUIT COURT IN WEST VIRGINIA. 


Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
760) to require the holding of an additional 


term of the circuit court of the United States | 


in the district of West Virginia; which was 
read a first and second time, ordered to be 
aie, and referred to the Committee on the 
udiciary. 
ADMISSION OF UTAH AS A STATE. 
Mr. TAFFE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 





761) to enable the people of Utah to form a | 
constitution and State government, and for the | 
admission of said State into the Union; which | 


was read a first and second time, ordered to 


be printed, and referred to the Committee on | 


the Territories. 
NEBRASKA AND DAKOTA RAILROAD. 


Mr. TAFFE also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 762) to aid in the construction of the 


ison; which was read a first and second | 


STS 





Northern Nebraska and Central Dakota rail- 
road ; which was read a first and second time, 


ordered to be printed, and referred to the |! Commerce, reported a joint resolution (H. R. 


Committee on the Publie Lands. 
REMOVAL OF FLATHKAD INDIANS. 
Mr. CLAGETT introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 763) to provide for the removal of the 
Flathead and other Indians from the Bitter 
Root valley, in the Territory of Montana; 
which was read a first and second time, ordered 
to be printed, and referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 


YELLOWSTONE PARK, 


Mr. CLAGETT also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 764) to set aparta certain tract of land 
lying near the head-waters of the Yellowstone 
river as a public park; which was read a first 
and second time, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAGETT. I move that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I move that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

The motion of Mr. SrevENsON was agreed to. 


ENLARGEMENT OF CAPITOL GROUNDS, 
Mr. CHIPMAN introduced a bill (H. R. 
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SAFETY OF STEAMBOATS. 
Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on 


No. 65) relating to the limitation of steam 
pressure on towing and freight boats on the 
Mississippi river and its tributaries; which 
was read a first and second time. 

{he question was upon ordering the joint 
resolution to be engrossed and read a third 
lime. 

The joint resolution, which was read, pro- 
vides that the provisions of the act entitled 
‘*An act to provide for the better security of 


|| life on vessels propelled in whole or in part 


No. 765) for the enlargement of the grounds | 


surrounding the Capitol; which was read a first 


and second time, ordered to be printed, and | 


referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 


CORPORATIONS BY GENERAL LAW. 
Mr. CHIPMAN also introduced a bill (H. 


R. No. 766) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act 
to provide for the creation of corporations in 
the District of Columbia by general law;’’ 
which was read a first and second time, 
ordered to be printed, and referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 


AMENDMENT OF DISTRICT ACTS. 

Mr. CHIPMAN also introduced a bill (H 
R. No. 767) to amend certain acts therein 
named; which was read a first and second 
time, ordered to be printed, and referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

MORTGAGES. 


Mr. CHIPMAN also introduced a bill (H. 


by steam,’’ &c., approved February 28, 1871, 
so far as they relate to the limitation of steam 
pressure on steamboats used exclusively for 
towing and carrying freight on the Mississippi 
river and its tributaries, are hereby so far 
modified as to substitute for such boats one 
hundred and fifty pounds of steam pressure in 
place of one hundred and ten pounds, as pro 


| vided in said act, for the standard pressure 


upon standard boilers of forty-two inches 
diameter and of plates of one quarter of an 
inch in thickness ; and that such boats may, 


on the written permit of the supervising 


| inspector of the district in which they shall 
| carry on their business, for the period of six 


months after the passage of this joint resolu- 


| tion, be permitted to carry steam above the 


R. No. 768) relating to mortgages in the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia; which was read a first and | 


second time, ordered to be printed, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. 
expired. The first business now in order is 
the consideration of a motion of the gentle- 


man from New York, [Mr. Cox,] coming 
over from Monday last, to suspend the rules 


read. 
INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
directed to consider the question of an international 


The morning hour has | 





| standard pressure of one hundred and ten 
| pounds, but not exceeding the standard pres- 
| sure of one hundred and fifty pounds to the 


square inch. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 


|| time, and passed. 


Mr. CONGER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TEXAS ELECTION CONTESTS. 


Mr. HOAR. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee of Elections to present their report in 


| the contested-election case of Clark vs. Gid- 
| dings, from the third district of Texas, and to 


move that it be laid on the table and ordered 

to be printed. I give notice that I shall call 

up the case to-morrow after the morning hour. 
The motion of Mr. Hoar was agreed to. 


Mr. RICK, of Illinois, presented a report on 


| behalf of the minority of the committee; which 


was ordered to be printed in connection with 


| the majority report. 


| Elections, reported back, with an amendment 


Mr. McCRARY, from the Committee of 


’ 


|| the following resolutions: 


copyright, and to report to this House what, in their | 


judgment, would be the wisest plan, by treaty or 
law, to secure the property of authors in their works, 


without injury to other rights and interests, and if | 


in their opinion congressional legislation is the best 
that they report a bill for that purpose. 

Mr. COX. I think I can save the time of 
calling the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays have 
not been demanded. 

The question was taken ; and upon a division 
there were—ayes 79, noes 10; no quorum 
voting. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Cox and 
Mr. KeLLey were appointed. 


Resolved, That the sixty days which the law allows 


| for taking testimony in the contested-election case 


of G. W. Whitmore vs. W. 8. Herndon, from the first 
district of Texas, shall commence on the Ist day of 
January, 1872. 

Resolved, That either party to the said contest be 
authorized to take the testimony of Hon. J. W. 
FLANAGAN, United States Senator, Hon. J. D. New- 
comb, secretary of State, and Hon. K. J. Davis, Gov- 
ernor of the State of Texas, at the city of Washing- 
ton, District of Columbia, before any officer author- 
ized by law to take depositions therein, within sixty 
days after the passage of this resolution, upon three 


|| days’ notice to the opposite party. 


The House again divided; and the tellers 


reported that there were—ayes one hundred 
and five, noes not counted. 

So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were suspended, and the resolution 
adopted. 


| 


The amendment reported by the committee 
was to strike out the second resolution, and 
to insert in lieu thereof the following: 


Resolved, That either party to said contest bo 
authorized to take the testimony of any witnesses 
who may be found in the District of Columbia, at 
the city of Washington, before any officer authorized 
by law to take depositions therein, within sixty days 
aiter the passage of thisresolution, upon three days’ 
notice to the opposite party; no mileage to be 


| allowed to such witnesses. 


| 





The amendment reported by the committee 
was agreed to; andthe resolutions, asamended, 
were adopted. 

Mr. McCRARY moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolutions were adopted ; 


< ane: 





tN 
| ) 
| 





o 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. | 
| 
ORDER OF BUSINESS NEXT THURSDAY. 
' 


Mr. MA YNARD. lask that the unanimous 
consent of the House be give n to fix Thursday 
of this. week for ge neral del ate only. 

Mr. DAWES. If there are any considerable | 
number of members desiring to occupy the 
time on next Thursday; by general debate I || 
will not object; or if my distinguished friend |} 
from ‘Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] desires to | 
debate on that day, I will not object Sut if 
the purpose is to add one more day to the recess 
of Congress it ought not to be done. I think 
the period assigned for the recess is already 
longer than it ought to be. If the purpose is | 
to put an end to business on Wednesday even- | 
ing in this indirect way, and have the country | 
think we are here transacting business when in | 
fact we are not, | am Oppé sed to the proposi- | 

| 


tion | hope, therefore, my friend from Ten- 
nesse¢ —_ indicate whether he desires to | 
occupy the time hi lf on that day. 

Mr. MAYN ARD. hus far during this ses- 
gion there has been no day assigned to general 
debate; and gentlemen who have speeches 
prepared will naturally wish to deliver them, 
so that they can distribute them during the 
holidays. 

Mr. DAWES. Nobody, so far as I am aware, 
has indicated any desire to occupy time in 
general debate; and | inquire of my friend 
whether he has any such desire. 

Mr. MAYNARD I, as the gentleman 
knows, do not olten make speeches ; but 4s 
the gentleman himself and other members of 
the House do, it is very proper that a day 
should be set apart for that purpose. I am 
assured by gentlemen within the sound of my 
voice that they wish to occupy the time in 
debate, if it shall be accorded by the House. 

the SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee asks unanimous consent that Thursday 
of this week be devoted to debate only, and 
that the House meet as in Committee of the | 
Whole on that day. 

Mr. DAWKS. | 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made, || 
the order can only be made under a suspension 
of the rules. | 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to suspend the || 
rules so as to order that Thursday of this week 
be devoted to debate only, and that the House 
shall meet as in Committee of the Whole. 

On agreeing to the motion, there were—ayes 


L object. 


one hundred and four, noes not counted. 
Mr. DAWES. I demand the yeas and nays. 
On ordering the yea and nays, there were— 
ayes 24, noes 109; less than one fifth caliaas in || 
the aflirmative. 
Mr. DAWES, I call for tellers on ordering || 
the yeas and nays. \| 
lel llers were not ordered, 1] 


So the motion to s is} end the rules for the || 
purpose stated was agreed Lo. | 


SUSPENSION OF GENERAL G@. W. BALLOCH. 


Mr. McNEELY, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War and the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury be, and they are hereby, re- 
quested to inform this House of the circumstances 
attending the suspe on or mustering out of Brevet 
Brigadier General George W. Balloch, and of the 
steps taken in the examination and settlement of his | 
accounts, so far as the same were brought to the 
notice of their respective Departments. 


PUBLIC WORKS, OSWEGO, NEW YORK. 


Mr. LANSING, byunanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was |! 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed |! 
to report to this pou atan early day what exten- 

sion of the public works on the east side of the | 
mouth of the Oswego river, in the city of Oswego, 
New York, is desirable for the accommodation and || 
protection of the increasing commerce of that port. | 
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EXEMPTION OF STEAM TOW-BOATS. 

Mr. NEGLEY., by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the petition of underwriters, manutfac- 
turers, and merchants of Pittsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, to exempt steam tow-boats on the 
western rivers from certain restrictions and 
regulations imposed upon passenger boats; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

MRS. EUNICE C. ADAMS. 

Mr. SESSIONS introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 769) granting 

Adams; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Inyalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

HOMESTEADS. 

_ SESSIONS also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 770) to enable honorably discharged 
soldiersand sailors, their widows and children, 
to acquire homesteads on the public lands of 
the United States; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

M. A. THIERS, PRESIDENT FRENCH REPUBLIC, 

Mr. HALDEMAN. [ask unanimous con- 
sent to submit the following resolution: 


Resolwed, That this House has witnessed with pro- 
found regret the angry severity with which the 
French Government, of which M. [Thiers is the 


| head, has pursued prisoners captured by it from the 


government called ‘*the Commune” in Paris. 

Mr. PERCE. I object. 

Mr. HALDEMAN. I move that the rules 
be suspended and the resolution passed. 

Mr. HOAR. Is it in order to declare that 
the House has ‘* witnessed’’ 
were three thousand miles away? 

Mr. HALDEMAN. I will amend the res- 
olution so as to say ‘‘learned’’ instead of 
‘* witnessed.’’ 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
have a substantiative eet for it is 
doubtful whether M. Thiers did any such 
thing. 

The House divided: 


58, noes 60: 


ee 


and there were—ayes 
no quorum voting. 
The SPEAKER appointed Mr. Hatpeman 


| and Mr. Perce as tellers. 


Mr. COX. Allow me to amend by con- 
demning the Spanish Government forits abom- 


other outrages. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend 
the rules is not amendable. 

Mr. CONGER. 1 rise to a question of 
privilege. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot 
interrupt the division of the House, which is 
of the highest privilege, as it concerns the 
whole House. 

The House again divided ; 
reported—ayes 57, noes 65. 

Mr. HALDEMAN demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

lhe yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 95, nays 86, not voting 
57; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Archer, Arthur, 
Barnum, Barry, Bell, Bird, Austin Blair, Braxton, 
Bright, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, 


Caldwell, Campbell, Cobb, Coghian, Comingo, Con- 
rer, Conner, Cotton,Cox, Crebs, Critcher, Dox, Duke, 


and the tellers 


The resolution ought to | 


pension to Mrs. Eunice | 


| affirmative) the rules were not suspe 





events when we | 





iidridge, Farnsworth, Finkelnbu: Forker, Gar- | 


rett, Getz, Golladay, Griffith. Ha et m in, Hancock, 
ae ieee: Harper, Jobn ‘I’. Uarris, Hay, Hereford, 
Herndon, Hibbard, Holman, Killinger, King, Kin- 
sella, Lamison, Leach, Lowe, Lyneh, Manson, Mar- 
shall, McCleiland, McCormick, McHenry, Melntyre, 
McKinney, Me Nee ly, me reur, we snjamin F. Meyers, 
Morgan, Niblack, Isaac C. Pa . Eli Perry, Platt, 
Porter, Price, Read, Kx i urd . : Mien. Scofield, See- 
ley, Shel lon, Sherwood, Slater, Sloss,.John A.Smith, 
R. Milton 8; eer, Sp rague, Stark weath r,Storm, Suth- 
erland, Sypher, Terry, Tuthill, Van Trump, Voorhees, 
Walden, Warren, Weils,Whitthorne,JohnT. Wilso: 
Winchester, Wood, and Young—®%, 

NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Averill, Banks, B: irbe Tr, 
Beatty, Beveridge, B eby, Bingham, James G. Blair, 
George M, Brooks, Buffinton, Burchard Crossland, 


| Dawes, Donnan, Duell, Eames, Elliott, Charles Fos- 


ter, Frye, Garfield, Goodrich, Hale, George E. Harris, 
Hawley, Gerry W.Hazleton, JohnW.Hazieton,Hoar, 





Hooper, Houghton, Keller. Kellogg, Lamp 7 


Mayr nard, McGrew, Me. Junkin, eK : a " w H 
Merrick, Monr e, Moore, Mor} shi. Leonard M : . 
Packard, Packer, Palmer. Hosea W, Parker, Pe 
Pendleton, Perce, Aaron F. P erry, Polar | p ’ « 
Rainey, John M. Rice, Ritch ie, E iin iT ta i 


Rogers, Rusk, Sawyer, Sessions, Shanks, Sh ; 

Slocum, H. Boardman Smith, Worthington ( <, 

Snapp, Snyder, Thomas J. Speer, Sti vell, } 

Thomas, Washington Townse oe Turney "7 

Upson, Wakeman, Waldron, Wa lace, Walls. Wo G 

burn, Whee ~*~ WwW illar d, Williams of Indiay 

Jeremiah M. ’ —86. _ 
NOT VOTING. Mc a Ae. Beck. Biggs : { 

Brooks, Buckley. Burdett, Ca oll, oC = 

Creely, Darrall, Davis, De I poche Di ( ke vy, Duk 

Danpell, Edwards, Ely, Farwell, Henry . 

ter, Wilder D. Foster, Halsey Ha ambleton, Ha 

Harmer, Havens, Hays, Hill, Kendall, K 

Keteham, Lansing, McCrary, Mite hell. Morey. NX 

ley, Orr, Peters, Potter, Randall, Williar m KR. Poh. \ 

erts, Robinson, Roosevelt, Shellabarger, Shoho. 

Stevens, Stevenson, Stoughton, Strong, St. Joh, 

Swann, Dwight Townsend, Twichell, Vaughan. Wy! 

dell, Whiteley, and Williams of New York—"7 


So (two thirds not having voted vin 





the resolution was not agreed to. 
MARTYRS FOR CIVIL LIBERTY, 
Mr. HOAR. I move that the rules be 
pended, and the following resolution passed ; I 
and on that motion I call for the yeas and nays. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That while this House deems cond 
of foreign Governments to be beyond its ae isdict 
it deepiy sympathizes with all efforts to estab 
self-government and republican institutions 
with the families and friends ofall persons who! A 


lost their lives either in the fie ‘ldor on the scatfo! 
or elsewhere in the cause of civil liberty. 


Mr. COX. Everybody is for that. Ther 
no necessity for calling the yeas and nays 

Mr. HOAR. I wish to have the yeas and 
nays. 

On the question of ordering the yeas and 
nays there were—ayes forty-two, more thau - 2 
one fifth of the last vote. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I think there is no need 
for the yeas and nays. No one iieeds to 
resolution. 

rhe SPEAKER. 
been ordered. 

Mr. COX. I desire to make a parliament- 
ary inquiry. Could I not move an amendm 
to that in regard to the Spanish outrages? 

The SPEAKER. Not under a motio 


The yeas and nays 


ave 


c ! eee! | suspend the rules. 
inable murder of student boys in Cuba, and jj 


The question recurred on suspending 
iles and agreeing to Mr. Hoar’s resolu 
rul nd agr g to Mr. Hoai 
on which the yeas and nays had been ord 
Che question was taken; and there wei 


| yeas 18 2. nays 0, not vo sting 56; as follows: 


Y EFAS—Messrs. Acker, Ambler, Archer, Arthur 
Averill, Banks, Barber, Barry, Beatty, Bell, B: 
idge, Bigby, Bingham, Bird, James G. Blair, Br 
ton, Bright. George M. Brooks, Buckley, Buf 
Burehard, Burdett, Roderick hk. Butler, ¢ iV 
Campbell, Clarke, Cobb, Coghlan, Coming ( 
ger, Conner, Cotton, Cox,Cre b <u rite ther, Cross 
Davis, Dawes, Donnan, DuBose ‘Duell, Duke 
Kulwards, Eldridge, Elliott. Finkel Inburg, ie 
Charles Foster, Frye, Garfield, Garrett, Getz, 
day, Goodrich, Griffith, Haldeman, Hare k. i 
ley, Harper, George EK. Uarris,John T. Uarris, Hay 
Hawley, Hay, Jobn Lf Hazleton, Hereford, I 






| don, Hib bart, Hoar, Holma: Kelley , Kel Hogg, Ki 


Ketcham, Killinger, King, Kinsella, Lamison, 

port, Leach, Lewis, Lowe, Lynch, Manson, } iy 
nard, McClelland, McCormick, MeCrary, MeGrew, : 
McHenry, Mcintyre, McJunkin, McKee, Mekir 

ney, McNee ly, Mereur, Merriam, Merrick, Ber 

min F. Meyers, Monroe, Moore, Morgan, Morphis, 

Leonard Myers, Negley, Niblack, Orr, Packard, 

Packer. Palmer, Hosea W. Parker, Isaac C. Parker, 

Peck, Pendleton, Perce, Aaron F. Perry, Eli P 

Platt, Poland, Porter, Price, Rainey, Read, Edw 


Y. Rice, John M. Rice, Ritchie, Ellis H. Roberts, 
hog rers, > bwyer, Seotield, Sex ley, S ianks So iol 
Sherwood, Shober, Shoemaker, Slater,Sloeum, > 

Ii. Boardman Smith, John A. Smith, Wo rrthington | 
Smith, Snapp, Snyder, R. Milton Speer, Thor 
Speer, Sprague, Starkweather, Stevens. Ste 
Storm, Stoughton, Sutherland, Swann, Syp 
Taffe, Terry, Tho nas, Washington Townsend, 


ner Tuth ii; Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Van ‘Tru 
Voorhees, Waddell, Wakeman, Waldron, W 
Warren, Washburn, Wells. Wheeler, W ( 
Whitthorne, Jeremiah M. Wilson, John T. Wilson 
Winchest r, Wood, and Young—182. 

NAYS—0. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Ames, Bar 
Beck, Biggs, Austin Blair,James Brooks, Benjamin 
F. Butler, Carroll, Coburn, Creely, Darrall, Ve- J 
Large, Dickey, Dox, Dunnell, Ely, Farnsworth, Far- 


mr es 





Wilder D. Foster, Hale, 


armer, Hays, Gerry 





i : Wal- 


is having voted 























that—— 
KELLOGG. to suspend th 
| pass the res 


| wis] simply to Ci 


























Rice, Ellis H. Roberts, 
Shanks, Sheldon, Shoemaker, Sloss, H. Bo; ! i 
Smith, John A.Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Snapp, |i upon ho 





Jeremiah M. Wilson, Win- 
Archer, Arthur, Banks, Barber, 


vy, Bingham, bird, James , 


IF. But 








i of mpobe YU Comir 
x, Duell, | E} ) 
» ariluth, 
John W, ! 
r, Ketcham, Killinger, Kinsella, 
r, Lyneh, MeClelland, MeKee. Mer- 
Meyers, Morphis, Leon 
; .lsaae C, Park 
’. Perry. Platt, P 
lliam R. Roberts, Ru yer, 
i, Slater, Snyder, R. Milton Speer, 


f 
ve » Storm, Stoughton, Tuthill, 
\ lron, Wheeler, and 


rs. Acker, Ames, Beek, Bell, 
ja 3 Brooks, Carroll, Coburn, 
darrall, De Large, Dickey, Duke, 
well, Forker, Wilder D. Foster, 
iLambleton, Harmer, Hays, Hill, 
|, Moore, Morey, Poland, Potter, 
Roosevelt, Sessions, Shella- 

. Slocum, Strong, St. John, Sypher, 
nd, Vaughan, Walls, Washburn, 
of Indiana, and Williams of New 


journ was agreed to 
1 of the roll-eall, and befor« 
Vv Ww announced, the foi 
73 LOOK } 1aCe : 


iit OF SUPFRAGE. 


Uy lassachusetts, by unani- 
itroduced a bill (H. R. No. 


{4} 14 , nas . > } 
t the chtof suffrage; which 


econa ime, referr l to 


] 


ACTe 





n the Judiciary, and or 


iY. Lask unanimous consent 
memorial of the Industrial 
sylvania; and I ask that it be 


ction, and it was so ordered. 


foliow 
, lon of PRenresentatines of the 
A erica n Congress asseml led: 
»f the Industrial League respect- 
pprised by the newspapers 
rt of se upon the part 
under t tense of revenue 





r enacting a general reduction in 

t duty upon manufactured goods: 
1t wishing to attach undue import 

of persons, who, so far as we 





yal 
nd whose views, whil 
egard for American in 
smbie those of foreign man- 
f lat si ce upon our part 
u as indifference, and be 

iversari Sas acquiescence, 
ubmit to you some of the convie- 
been established in the minds of 
tituents by the practical man- 
»manutacturingeoncernse, involving 
h all classes of our fellow-citi- 








+ 





expt tue assaults of for 
ind t ders, wno OnLy aim 1s 
country to the 


that all the internal material inter- 


on are now thriving with a steady, 

| id | perity which have er 
rup under the adverse circumstances 
\ ) ike, since the war, 

ward industrial and financial 


lition of things justly gratity- 
untry. 


lis prosperity is greatly due to the 


. protection which has existed since 


in this short interval new in 
or transplanted from Europe, 
Vigorated and extended, and busy 


a CAt ‘ 1d, where iis iarine¢ , arti 
i ‘ 
, of the I y | 
it! t betw i per I 
our iff arra We ich 
i b ' ) 
| we ft ' : utuall 
ion Of all the m ‘ 
n the inter ' ot 
i 
i i I i! 
ind pern cou 15, 
Vi Cal 1 hh 
i hit Aiki 
eak t flow us throw 
i i i 
is made over the theory that 
yn foreign good ire onerous taxes 


umers, we here deny that theory in 
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toto, and aflirm that only by abundant home produ 
tion can home consumers be suitably apd cheaply 
supplied, which home production requires for its 
growth the protection of tariff duties on competing 
foreign products. Two recent and typical examples 
of the effect of tariff legislation are afforded: 
first, by the existence of import duty on steel rails 
suilicient to induce Americans to stake the large 
amounts Of money and toil needed to undertake 
their production here; and secondly, by last winter’s 
reduction of duty on pig iron from nine dollars to 
seven dollars per ton. 

lu the first of those cases, the price of steel rails 
has greatly declined since the manufacture of them 
commenced here, and there is now a certain prospect 
that the continuance of the existing duty will cause 
their manutacture to be extended until home pro- 

rt n and competition shall enable our railroad 
to be fully and cheaply equipped with steel rails, a 
result which could not be hoped for so long as we 
depended upon the product of foreign rail-mills, even 
should the same be admitted free of duty. 

In the second case, the reduction of duty on pig 
iron was instantly followed by a rise abroad in the 
price of those sorts which found their market here, 
to the extent of the decrease in duty, that decrease 
being thus of no advantage to buyers here, but 
simple gratuity to the foreigner at the expense of 
the Treasury. The reduction of duty was also fol 
lowed at first by a fall in the price of domestic pig 
iron, which fall prevented the erection of new 
furnaces that are constantly needed to supply the 
growing wants ofthecountry. A scarcity of domesti 
ig iron resulted, the price consequently rose, and 
hough now higher than before the tariff reduction, 
s still rising because of the insuflicient supply. 

We are satisfied that the Treasury can well afford 
to dispense with large amounts of revenue, and that 
§ rund policy requires such diminution of its receipts. 
While we do not conceive ourselves called upon to 
oller you a detailed schedule of the precise changes 
we shouldwish to see made in the internal revenue 
and tariff laws, we respectiully submitthe following 
as the general policy which appears to us expedient, 
namely: 

1. Abolition of the entiresystem of internal reve- 
lue, excent those taxes which are usually classed as 
cise. Shouldsoecomplete an abandonment of estab- 
hed sources f income be deemed premature, we 
would yet urge the largest possible curtailment 
internal revenue. That the income tax is already 
doomed to speedy discontinuance we consider most 
fortunate, its extinction having been very generally 
demanded upon unanswerable grounds since the 
exigencies which seemed to render it justifiable 
ceased to exist. 

2. Abolition of the import duties upon tea and 
coffee, which duties now constitute the heaviest ex- 
action made by the General Government upon the 
lohor of the people; also, a very circumspect exten- 
sion of the free list, in such manner as to admit free 
of duty those raw materials and goods which are 
not produced here, while carefully avoiding injury 
toany domestic industry. Weareclearly of opinion 
that the levying of import duty upon necessaries of 
life which our climate does not permit usto produce, 
and the prices of which are fixed in foreign coun 
trics, constitutes an unmitigated tax upon all who 
consume those articles; the effeet upon consumer 
here of such duties being totally different from that 
of duties upon articles which are produced or can 
be produced here. 

5. Wesubmit to you our most settled conviction 
that nothing but evil could result to the country at 
large from any general reduction in the tariff rates 
upon manufactured goods. Though we should be 
glad to see the entire body of tariff legislation 
digested and enacted anew in a single code, a imple 
as the nature of the case would permit, and though 


in the event of such a codification we should h 





I 
{ 
i 








divers changes to suggest, we believe that any at 
tempt toward a general revision of the tariff veat 
this time would entail upon Congress much truities 


toil while introducing a disturbing element into the 
business of the country. 

All our great and multifarious industries having 
learned by the experience of a decade that steadt 
protection to home labor is the settled policy of the 
dominant political party, (whose strength is in great 
part owing tothe popular conviction of its reliability 
upon this point.) are everywhere sending out new 
roots and new branches; the whole complex organ 
ism thus developing itself, and expanding with a 
solid and symmetrical growth. 

Anything tending to shake the general faith in 
the stability of this policy could not fail to hamper 
our people in their industrial competition with other 
natior I the possession of those vast dome 
markets which are yet enjoyed by foreigners, to th 
extent shown by our enormous importations, and 


crippie the spirit Of enterprise, who Les bts 
aimit is tosupplyin the most plentiful and nom 
ical manner those prodigious demands. 

Now that we have a tuirly i and reasgonahi 
tariff system, the conditions ¢ vhich are gener 

lerstood, and to whi tl varied activi 
of the country have conformed themselves, stability 
is the thi ) I i 

weeping red 1 in tariff rates sl i} 


ide, no matter how 1 
‘ial reduction be made 
of its expedioney. 


We ask you particularly to observe that 


y ierat ri¢ 


witnont the clearest ] 


I rto you this expr ion of 

ment we do notspeak to you as a handful of empl 
ers aiming for personal emolument. Our J t 
mot merely as employers, buia t f the Indu 


trial League, gives us exceptional facilities for know- 


il ing the needs and desires of the multitudes of gelt- 
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respecting and ine dus trious men whose li ibors, when 
properly directed, are the mainspring of the national 
material welfare. Ontheir behalf we have the right 
to speak, and in their name, as well as in the name 
of their employers whosereal interests are identical 
and harmonize with those of the whole country, we 
address to you this memorial, notdoubting that you 
willreceive it in thes oy serious and considerate 
#pirit in whic h it is offered. 
MORTON MeMICHAEL, 
Chairman of Representative Counc “al, 
FREDERICK FRALEY, 
llepresenting Transportation, 
SAMUEL J. REEVES, 
Representin 1 Nteel and lron- Make ra, East, 
JAMES PARK, jr., 
Representing NStecl and lron-Makera, West. 
j.G. FELL, 
Representing Coal, 
CHARLES LENNIG, 
Rep erenting Chemicals, Parnta, de. 
WILLIAM SELLERS, 
liepresenting lron- Workers. 
R. G oe 
Representing Tertiles. 


WILLIAM ADAMSON, 
Tee presenting Leather. Glue J &e. 
SAMUEL p ICHARDS, 
epresenting Glasa, 
JOSEPH W HARTON, 
Repres enfing Metal :0 the er than Tron, 
HENRY C. LEA, 
Representing Books. 
E. R. COPE, . 
Representing Paper. 
JOUN MOSES, 
Representing Pottery and Chinavare. 
WILLIAM P. STEWART, 
Repre ae nting Moror co, Dressed Leather, &e, 
Mr. PERRY, of New York. Iask unani- 
mous consent to offer a resolution of inquiry. 
Several members called for the regular 
order. 
The House then (at two o’clock and forty- 
eight minutes p. m.) adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rules, and referred to the appropriate 
committees: 

sy Mr. A RTHUR: : The petition of Senour 
& Simsall, P. McNamara & Co., and others, 
to abolish the duty upon mass or block licorice, 
and place the tame on the free list. 

Also, the petition of Bernard Dowling, W. 
L. Wright, and others, for the repeal of all 
Jaws authorizing the sale of stamped envelopes 
by the Government. 

By Mr. BIGGS: The petition of H. W. 
Laws, Governor Ponder, H. B. -Fiddeman, 
and 500 others, praying for the reéstablish- 
ment of a light-house at the mouth of Misi- 
pillion river, Delaware, together with the report 
of J. C. Smith (engineer) of the examination 
of the mouth of said river, and also a letter 
from Colonel J. 
subject. 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
John Munroe and 13 others, trustees of the 
savings bank at Barnstable, Massachusetts, 
praying 
banks. 

By Mr. BURCHARD: 


The petition of Wil- 
liam H. Saddler, of 


Grand Detour, Ogle 


county, Illinois, for his pension to be made to | 


date from time of his disability. 

By Mr. BURDETT: A petition for the 
establishment of post routes from Altona, Bates 
county, via Cove City and Mingo, to Lucas, in 
Henry county, Missouri; from State Line, Cass 
county, via Jonesville and Brosley, to Burdett, 
in Bates county, Missouri. 

By Mr. DOX: Petitions for the removal of 
the political disabilities of 8S. J. Burgess and 
W. A. Vincent, of Etowah county, in the State 
of Alabama. 

By Mr. FRYE: The petition of G. H. Roak 
and others, for the repeal of the tax on savings 
banks, 

By Mr. GOLLADAY: The memorial of W. 
F. Berry & Co. and others, booksellers, &c., in 
Nashville, Tennessee, 
the sale of stamped envelopes by the Post 
Office Department. 


By Mr. HALE: The petition of S. B. Hume | 


and others, for the repeal of the duties on salt. 


By Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia: The peti- |! 








C. Woodruff on the same | 





for the repeal of the tax on savings | 








remonstrating against | 


| tion of A. Anna Hughes, praying compensa- 


tion for property destroyed by the United 
States army under General Sheridan. 

By Mr. HOAR: The petition of Susan E, 
Alger, of Worcester, eis for a 
pension. 


Also, the petition of T, W. Wellington and 


others, of Worcester, Massachusetts, for repeal | 
| of the tax on savings banks. 


By Mr. 
Emma M. 
claim. 

by Mr. 


KELLEY: The petition of Mrs. 


Moore, for interest on a dilatory 


KELLOGG: A petition of the 


Waterbury Savings Bank and of several New 


Haven savings banks, for relief from taxation. 
By Mr. 
vetition of John R. Woodside, of Thomasville, 
in the State of Missouri, asking to be relieved 
from disabilities imposed by the fourteenth 
amendment of the Constitution. 
Also, a petition of citizens of St. 


sion-roll. 

By Mr. MITCHELL: The petition of Dr. 
James Crugour, praying for a law to allow him 
arrears of pension. 

By Mr. MOORE: The petition of Isabel 
Moran, asking for arrears of pension. 

By Mr. NEGLEY : The memorial of Charles 


asking compensation for his copyright. 

By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of J. A. 
Lemke and 43 others, praying certain amend- 
ments to the law of February 28, 1871, con- 
cerning vessels propelled by steam. 

Also, the memorial of James Carey, guard- 


| ian of the minor children of Kenneth D. Rowe, 


deceased, late of the one hundred and forty- 
fourth regiment of Indiana volunteers, praying 
for a pension to such minor children. 

By Mr. PLATT: 


lishing schools. 

By Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania: A peti- 
tion of over seven hundred soldiers and citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, for a change in the law 
granting bounty land to soldiers so thatactual 
settlement thereon shall not be required. 

By Mr. WALDRON: The petition of J. 
G. McBride & Co., of Monroe, Michigan, for 
the abolition of duty on licorice. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: A petition of 
the printers and stationers of Clarksville, Ten- 
nessee, protesting against the manufacture and 
sale of envelopes by the United States Gov- 
ernment. 


By Mr. YOUNG: 


to make Atlanta a port of entry, and also ask- 
ing an appropriation for the erection of a cus- 
tom-house and other public buildings. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 19, 1871. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
man, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings 
was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. KELLOGG. I present the memorial 
of Harlow J. Phelps. The memorialist repre- 
sents that in 1864 Congress passed an act 
authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury, with 
the approval of the President, to appoint agents 
to buy cotton for the Government in the south- 
ern States; that such agents were authorized 
to pay three fourths of the value of the cotton 
in How York at the date of the purchase, or, 
in other words, the owner of the votton was 
required to pay the Government a b nus of 
twenty-five per cent. for the privilege of ship- 
ping his cotton from a disloyal toa loyal State. 
'he same law conferred authority upon the 
President, in his discretion, to abolish this 
restriction on trade. In pursuance of this 


was paid under protest, and applic: ation. 


McCORMICK, of Missouri: The | 


| amount claimed. 


Francis || 
county, inthe State of Missouri, asking thatthe | 
children of John G. Harris, a soldier of the | 
war of the rebellion, be placed on the pen- | 


|| Commodore James M. Watson, praying 


A petition of freedmen | 
of Clay county, Kentucky, for aid in estab- | 


A memorial from the citi- | 
zens of Atlanta, Georgia, petitioning Congress | 


| bill upon its passage now. 
| passed the Senate, andif the report of the com- 
| mittee, which is very brief, is read, I think the 
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authority the President issued a proclam: 
on the 13th of June, 1865, abolishing , 
ions east of the Mississippi rive 
the agents were instructed to close y), 
offices atonce; but the agent at New Ort, 
the memorialist alleges, disregarding the Py, 
dent’s ‘proclamation and the instructi 
the Secretar y of the ‘Treasury, compelled 
me morialist, who was doing ‘business in Ny 
Orleans, to pi iy $41,974 80 as Go vernment 
on cotton in warehouse at that place, 

l Made 
to the Secretary of the Treasury for the refy, 
ing of the money thus exac ted, The mem 


| rialist further alleges that the law office t of the 


‘Treasury Department pronounced judgmont j 
his favor, but that there is no m: yney in the 
Treasury applicable to the refunding of 
He therefore prays for s 
relief as may bejust and lawful in the premis 

I move the reference of this me morial to t 
Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CORBETT 


ich 


prese nted the petition of 
5) 484 
measure of relief, that he be placed on thy 
retired list of commodores; w hich was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 

Mr. LEWIS presented the petition of Rich. 
ard H. Garrett, of Caroline county, Virginia, 


|| praying compensation for the loss of his bary 
Lanman, of Georgetown, District of Columbia, || 


and other property by U — States troops 
while in the act of capturing J. Wilkes Boo th 
and D. C. Harold; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citi. 
zens of Maine, publishers, stationers, &c., 
praying that the sale of stamped envelopes by 
the Government be discontinued ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motion of Mr. COOPER, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Rev. H. V. Brown, 
pastor and trustee of the St. Peter and St. Paul’s 
Catholic church, at Chattanooga, Tennessee, praying 
compensation for the destruction of their chureh 
building, in i863, by the United States Army, be tak: ‘ 
froin the files of the Senate and referred to theC 
mittee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. SPENCER, it was 


Ordered, That Mrs. Margaretta Becker, widow of 
Leopold Becker, have leave to withdraw her petition 
and papers from the files of the Senate. 


D. B. ALLEN AND COMPANY. 


Mr. HAMLIN. TI am instructed by the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. No. 349) to 
provide for the paymentof D. B. Allen & Co., 
tor servicesin carrying the United States mails, 
to report it back without amendment; and [ 
ask the indulgence of the Senate to put the 
It has three times 


bill will pass now, as it always has heretofore, 
without objection. I desire to state that the 
bill appropriates the precise sum that the Post- 
master General finds to be due to these parties, 
the sum that he would pay them if he had the 
money todo so. It should rather be an item, 
perhaps, in a deficiency bill, than the subject 
of a special bill; but the same bill has already 
passed the Senate three times. Let the report 


|| of the committee be read. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
read and then the report of the committee, 
after which the Chair will ask for objections to 


| the consideration of the bill, if there be any. 


The Chief Clerk read the bill. It proposes 
to appropriate the sum of $21,543 for the pay: 


ment of D. B. Allen & Co., for carrying the 


United States mails between New York and San 
Francisco in 1864 and 1865, during the suspen- 
sion of the overland mail service on the over- 


|| land route; which is to be in full payment for 


the service. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The report of 
the committee will now be read. 
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The Chief Clerk read the following report: 


[The Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, a 
was referred the memorial of Db. B. Allen & 
Co. Tr resenting the Atlantic Steamship and the 
p cif Mail Steamship Companies, for compensation 
t+ earrying the United States mails during the sus- 
ension of the overland mail service in 1864 and 1865, 
> leave to report: 
beg leave to reper of the overland mail service, by 
con of Lndian hostilities on the plains, took place 
i 18 ‘{; that the amount paid for said service annu- 
ally was 3840,000, while $160,000 annually was paid to 
said steamship companies for carrying printed mat- 
ter and such letters as might be marked to be spe- 
cially sent that way. 


) 






When the suspension occurred, leaving the entire 


Pacific slope without mails, the Postmaster General 
applied to said steamship companies to carry the 
entire mails during the interruption of the overland 
route. ‘he companies cheerfully complied, and for 
a period of about four months all mails of the United 
States for the Pacific were safely and expeditiously 
transported by them. For this service compensation 
sels ed. : 

‘ he matter has been submitted to the Postmaster 
General, who reports that there is justly due D. B. 
Allen & Co. the sum of $21,543, in strict conformity 
to the spirit of the law. i 4 : 

Your committee believe that said parties are justly 
entitled to a much larger sum, but that sum having 
heen stated by the Postmaster General as due, and 
as the parties mentioned preter to take that sum 
rather than to provoke controversy and ineur delay, 
will ueeept the sum in fall discharge of their claim, 
report a bill for said sum. This claim would have 
heen paid at the time the services were rendered if 
the Department had been in possession ot funds with 
which to pay the same. - A bill passed the Senate 
during the last Congress for the same purpose. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
obiection—— 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


If there is no 


lam sorry to disoblige | 


my friend from Maine, but it will not injure | 
these people very much to let the bill go over || 
until to-morrow, and I should like to look at |) 


the papers. I dare say it is all right. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
nlaced on the Calendar. 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT CHICAGO. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I am directed 
hy the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds to ask for the consideration of House 
pill No. 459. I think there will be no objec- 
tion, and | am sure it will cause no extended 
discussion. 

Mr. CARPENTER. The Senator from IIli- 
nois who usually sits nearest me [Mr. Trum- 
BULL] is not in his seat. I understand that 
there is an objection to be made to one pro- 
vision of that bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. It is reme- 
died, 1 will say to the Senator from Wisconsin, 
by an amendment which [ shall offer. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Both the Senators from 
Illinois are here. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings has already con- 
sidered the subject, and it is desirable to have 
it disposed of. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
that he let the bill lie until we get through the 
morning business. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
will not take a minute to pass it. 
will give rise to no objection. 


I think it 
I believe it 


on which the building destroyed by fire was 
located, and to cause to be erected on the square 
purchased a fire-proof building suitable for 
the accommodation of the custom-house, sub- 
Treasury, post offic pen- 
sion and For this 
purpose there is appropriated the sum of 
$2,000,000, to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, who 
is to cause proper plans and estimates to be 
made, so that no expenditure shall be made or 
authorized for the full completion of the build- 
ing, including the cost of the site, exceeding 
$4,000,000. Before any money is expended on 
the construction of the building the plan of 
the same is to be approved by the Secretary of 


, United States courts, 


internal revenue offices. 


the ‘l'reasury, the Postmaster General, and the | 


| Attorney General. No money appropriated by 


the bill is to be used or applied tor the purpose 


until a valid title to the land for the site of the | 


building shall be vested in the United States, 


' and until the State of Illinois shail cede its 


jurisdiction over the site and shall also duly 
release and relinquish to the United States the 
right to tax or in any way assess the site, or 


the property of the United States that may be | 
thereon, during the time that the United States | 


shall be or remain the owner thereof. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. It will be 
seen that this isa building to accommodate 
the post oflice, the United States courts, the 
pension and internal revenue offices; the sub- 
Treasury, and the custom-house. The com 
mittee have taken pains to examine, and have 
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so much as one million ona building for these 
purposes. I think no one has had so muchas 
half a million expended. I should really like 
to have this matter very thoroughly investi- 
gated by the committee before the passage of 
the bill is recommended. Iam well aware of 
the sympathy we all feel for the people of Chi- 


cago in their suffering and distress. Our com- 


| mittee no doubt feel the same sympathy; we 


are, of course, all disposed to do anything that 
is liberal for Chicago ; but really this seems to 
me to be a very large sum. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. It is undoubt- 


| edly a liberal sum, and it isintended to put up 
| a first-class building; but it will be observed 


by those who are conversant with the business 
that the money-order business of the Post 
Office Department requires a large amount of 
additional room, and perhaps there is no city 
in the West that requires a larger amount of 


| room for that purpose than the city of Chicago. 





ascertained that the ground will probably cost | 


$1,000,000, and that a building such as will 
be necessary for the accommodation of all 
these offices cannot be put up in a fire-proof 
manner for a less sum. 

In order to prevent any ambiguity, an amend- 
ment is proposed in line eleven, after the word 
‘* price,’’ to insert the words *‘ for the ground,”’ 
and after the word ‘‘ aforesaid,’’ in linetwelve, 
to insert ‘‘one of 


| ground nearest to and immediately surround- 


I suggest tothe Senator | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from | 


New York will be considered as reserving the || 


right to object. 

Mr. CONKLING. Very well. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of 
the Whole, to consider the bill (H. R. No. 
459) for the construction of a public building 
at Chicago, Illinois. It is a direction to the 
Secretary of the Treasury to purchase, at pri- 
vate saleor by condemnation, in pursuance of 
the statute of the State of Lllinois, the remain- 
uerof the square of ground not now belong- 
ing to the United States on which the custom- 
house and post office building, lately destroyed 
by fire in the city of Chicago, was situated, if 
the same can be obtained either by private 
purchase or condemnation at what, in his 
judgment, is a fair and reasonable price; but 
if not, then it shall be his duty to purchase, in 
one of the ways aforesaid, some other square 
of ground in the city of Chicago, not more 

an two squares distant from the square 


| 
4 


ing ;’’ striking out afier the word ‘‘aforesaid”’ 
all down to and including the words ‘distant 
from,’’ 
read : 

But if. ot, then it shall be his duty to purchase, 
in one of the ways aforesaid, one of the twenty-four 
squares of ground nearest to and immediately 
surrounding the square on which said building 
destroyed by fire was located. 

I will merely say that we are doing no more 
that we ought to do for the city of Chicago, and 
it will be very graceful for us to pass the bill 


| promptly, so that whatever moneys can be 


properly expended at once may be made avail- 
able. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


on the amendment proposed by the Senator 


from Vermont, from the Committee on Public || 


Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESi:DENT. The right to ob- 
ject to the consideration of the bill, if it shouid 
give rise to debate, was reserved by the Sen- 
ator from New Yor‘. 

Mr. CHANDLER, 
ject, nor do I object, nor do I know that I 
am opposed to this proposition. It is, how- 
ever, a pretty large sum of money which is 
proposed to be appropriated for such a pur- 
pose as this. I should like to have the sub- 
ject thoroughly investigated by the commit- 
tee before we vote so large a sum. For the 
Government building in the city of Detroit 
$110,000 was appropriated, which at that 
time deemed perhaps the 
building is not large enough now; but 1 should 
consider an appropriation of $4,000,000 very 
extravagant for Detroit, and, in fact, for 
almost any city in the Union. 

Certainly | am disposed to do as much as 


was suthicient ; 


| any other individual here for Chicago; I do 


| 
| 


not know that I shall not favor this four-million 
appropriation; but itlooks to me to be a very 
large one for the purpose. In no othercity in 
the West has the Government expended even 


the twenty-four squares of | 


in line fourteen; so that the bill will | 


The question is | 


| They have also recently obtained the right to 


have goods transported from the Atlantic to 
Chicago, as well as other interior cities, and 
to pay the duties at Chicago and those cities 
instead of at the port where they first arrived. 
That will, of necessity, compel them to have 
more room than they have heretofore had tor 
their custom-house. But this building is also 
to furnish the requisite accommodations for 
the United States courts, for the pension 
office, internal revenue and sub-Treasury 
offices, as well as the custom-house and post 
otlice. Upon examination of the subject at 
the Treasury Department they desired, | may 
say, to have a million more than is proposed 


| to be appropriated by this bill; but it was 





finally determined that the square could be 


| occupied, and occupied by a proper fire-proof 
| building, for the sum of $4,000,000, of which 


probably not less than $1,000,000 will be 
necessary for the additional ground that will 
be required, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I should like 
to inquire of the Senator from Vermont whether 
this bill contemplatés the erection of this build- 
ing upon the old site, or the acquisition of a 
new one? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. It contem- 
plates the construction of the building upon 


| the old site, provided that ground can be ob- 


tained ata reasonable price; but if there should 
be any combination by which the Seeretary of 
the ‘Treasury should think an exorbitant price 
was demanded, power is given to take any one 


| of the twenty-four squares immediately sur- 


I do not desire to ob- | 


rounding and adjoining the old site. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. So that the fair 
probability is that unless prevented by some 
such circumstance as that it will be upon the 
old site ? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
ably. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
that it shall be. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I make this in- 
quiry because it has been represented to me 
that unless it should be so constructed it might 
operate very great injustice to certain interests 


Unquestion- 


That is the intention, 


| there. 


Mr. CARPENTER. I do not desire to inter- 
fere offensively with a measure which is so 
thoroughly local as this in Illinois, and about 
which the Senators from that State are un- 
doubtedly fully informed, but [ have many 
acquaintances and friends living in Chicago, 
and [have received letters from several of 
them on this subject, and it is claimed by them 
that a move is on foot to change the location 
of that building, which it is thought would be 
a great hardship, a great wrong; and I think so, 
too. Now, as I understand this bill, it is left 
entirely to the discretion of some Government 
official whether the building shall be located 
upon the old site or upon any one of the 
twenty-four surrounding blocks. I am in- 
formed—I do not know how the fact is—that 
the Legislature of Illinois have authorized the 


i, condemnation of any land in that city for the 


wen 
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purpose of a post office. If so, the condemna- 


of the remaining portion of this sqnare 
Cn ve eflec i just as Well as the condemna- 
ti of a yjther square in the city, and it 
W 1 »me, if that is so, and there is 
no difficulty in that direction, that the bill 
ought to provide that this building shall be 
| el i square, and if the property 
cal tained ata reasonable price by 





hat hall be condemned. 
I iRUMBULL. Che Senator from Wis- 
( let t in suppo ng that the peo- 
e cl Chicago desire the new build 
i to be located upon the same square where 
the old one was. I have had many letters 
ind telegrams in reference to that subject. It 
is the intention of all of us that it shall be 
ated on the present square [his provision 
allowing the Secretary of the Trea ‘to take 
an one ol twenty-iour Ft juare 3 in na certain 
contingency inserted in the bill for th 
of the Government, nothing else in the 
world—to pre nt a combination of the prop- 
erty owners upon this particular square trom 
exacting an unrea uy) price. he State 
of Illinois has provided, as I understand by 
the papers, forcondemning this property. ‘This 
bill re quires the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to 
buy the present square if he can do so at pri- 
vate purchase. If he cannot, it requires him 
to condemn it under the law of Illinois: but 
we were apprehensive, the amount being so 
large, tnat even in t cond: mnation juries 
mi rht be ti impered with, and a very unreason- 
able price put upon the lots; and we did not 
like, while legislating for the Government of 
the United States as well as for the cityof Cli 
cago, tocompel the Secretary to take it if, after 


'f 
' 


all, the condemnation was an unreasonable 
one in his judgment. The language is that if 
the price isfairand reasonable heis compelled 
to take the present square, if it 18 an unrea- 
sonable one, the Government shall not be | 
absolutely boundtotake it. If, however, Con- 
gress think it is best to compel the Govern- 


ment to take that hazard, of course we in Illi- 


nois shall not ¢ - ject to it; but this clause is 
ate ah we cos Te Trey 
) In simp! yrevent the possibility of an 
imposition upon ale Government. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. _ Is there any statute in 
Illinois which authorizes a condemnation for 


this purpose? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
lature at its 


8ession, 


l understand the Legis- 
present session, it being now in 
anact. ‘lhe Secre- 
tary of the Treasury requested the Governor 


has passed such 


to bring the.matter to the notice of the Legis- 
lature, and I see by the papers that it has been 
done, and | understand, though I have not 
seen the act, that provision is made for con- 
demnatior der our State law. Chis bill 


proy ides that { > prope riy hi ull be condemned 


the statute of Illinois, assuming that 


such a one has been sean. as | understand 
| he papers is the fact. ‘That was what was 
d . | believe, in Massachusetts, in the loca 
tion of the post oflice at Boston; and it has 
been done before in other cases. ‘I'he inten- 
tion, | will state again to the Senator from 
\\ nsin as | sit down, is that the location 
shall be upon the present ground. 

Mr. CARPENTER. If the bill provides— 
I] did not so understand it—that the Secretary 
shall proceed to condemn this block before 
going to tne others 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is language. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Then that is so far 
in the interest of the point | make. 

lhere is one other « bj ction that [ have to 
the bill which | suggest to the Senator and to 


tne penale. 1 do not like these proceedings 
on the part of this Government to condemn 
property for its public use by the aid and 
instrumentality of State legislation, and I do 
not like to set a preeedent by which we seem 


to admit that we cannot condemn land our 
selves for a public purpose of the Government 
of the United States. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The 8 


that that was done in the condemnation of 
‘in Boston for the post office there. 
Mr. CARPENTER. That was a bad pre- 


ropnel 


| cedent, which 1 would not have the Govern- 
ment fol] Ww. 
Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, Chicago 


| ator from 


| and the 


red so dreadfully that | think the Sen 
Michigan, and eve ry other member 
Senate, it any ommit 
amount, would 
low the requirement of 
ily | have no purpose to 
1 to the doing of all that 
may be sary, and doing it with a hand of 
great liberality. 1 have received, however, 
letters and information upon this subject which 
I think [ onght to a ee to the attention 
of the in order to discharge my duty; 
i) silaiaia the le l refer 


has suff 


of the 
to the question ot 
liberal than to fall b 
the case; and certal 
Interpose any 


error were ¢ ed as 


rather be 


opyectior 


nece 


Senate 


ters Liat 


point 
to relate is that in part su 
orable friend from Wisconsin. 

have now in my hand a letter from a gen- 
tleman whom | know very well, a very promi- 
nent member of the community in Chicago ; 
that an apprehension prevails 


and it is said } 
there that under this bill as it 


will stand if the 
amendments proposed by the Senator from 
Vermont are adopted—because | have taken 
pains to go and see that they in no way correct 
the liabilities to evil here pointed out—in lien 


of a location upon the square, a part of which 


belongs now to the Government, and the situ- 
ation of which, it seems to be very generally 
agreed, is the most convenient one, 
may take place as will not only transfer the 


building to another site, but do it for reasons | 


and with which be 
avoided. 

It is said that west of Clark street, which I 
understand to be removed only half a block, 
perhaps, from the post office, speculation in 
real estate and lots has set in, and that pur- 
chases have been made and conditional pur- 
chases have been made with a view to control 
the property there, and with 
that, this building being moved from the present 


consequences ought to 


| site and going in that direction, an Oppor- 
tunity to speculate upon the Government will 
thus be created. 


It is said also in this letter ‘‘ that four fifths 


| of the owners of the block upon which the old 


| ever, 


| at the sametime re 


l 


Senator is aware i 


site is located have agreed in writing to sell to 
the Government at fair prices, to be fixed by 
disinterested parties if it cannot be agreed 
upon. ‘The remaining fifth is understood to 
be owned by an estate, and is therefore not in- 
cluded in the proposition; but it can be con- 
demned under the law recently passed by our 
State Legislature,’’ and then follow reasons 
showing the importance of retaining the site 
where it is. lam not of the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, and this is a 
matter local in another State. Ido not feel 
called upon to suggest, indeed I should fear 
that | might be deemed intruding if I were to 
suggest ‘any provisions in the bill calculated 
effectually to provide against the contingency 
suggested by this bill, and by other communi- 
cations which L have received—lI submit, how- 


Senator from Vermont, that if it be true that 
four fitths of the owners of this square have 
agreed in writing, or have agreed at all, that 
they will submit to disinterested parties the 
question of the value of their rights, it is the 
appropriat 
than the alternative presented in the bill. 
Now, the provision, as i understand it, is 
that if the residue of this square can be ob- 
tained moderately, ae by private purchase 
or by condemnation, then the building is to be 
erected there; and if it cannot be, otherwise. 
I do not quite understand how proceedings can 
be had to condemn this property and any mode 
orted to to ascertain in ad- 


vance, or to ascertain at all without the actual 


| condemnation, whether by reason of tamper- 


ing With j juries, as was sug ggested, or in any other 
way, an extortionate price may be put upon it. 


gvested by my hon- || 


such results | 


with great deference to the honorable | 
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the expectation | 


|| continue this debate. 


| think it will take much time. 
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But without going into that, my purpo 


SQ Wa 


| to suggest to the Senator from Verm, nt t] 


if it be true that the building should ete 
where it was, and if it also be true that a lar 
part of the square belongs to the Govern. 
ment, and that the owners of four fifths of +), 
residue have agreed in writing either to g¢ 
it ata price agreed upon, or, if there is any dij 
ference about that, to leave it to an imparti ] 


umpire to fix the value of the property, then 


| might be safer to aim the provisions of the | 


at an erection upon that site; because they 
seems to me that the facts would be so stro; 
that it would hardly be worth while to com, 
mit an option to anybody to place it else where 
when there is the disquiet that there seem; 
be in regard to it. 

As I said, I do not wish to interfere with 
this bill. I simply wish to discharge a dy: 
which I feel bound to discharge, havin g heard 
this from gentlemen whom I know, and 
being in Chicago very many residents who wer: 
once residents of the State of New York, and 
who in that way, [ suppose, came to write to 


there 


me, among many others, in regard to this 
matter. 
Mr. CHAN YDLER. I desire to suggest to 


my friend from Vermont that he let us get 
through the morning business, and we can take 
up this afterward. Evidently we shall not be 
able to go through the morning business if yw 
I suggest to him that 
he let us go through the morning business, and 
atterward we can take up this question. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. If there be 
a general understanding that this shall come 
up after the morning business | shail not, of 
course, object. 

Mr. CONKLING. I would not have that 
understanding, because there are other things 
to come up. We can take this up whenever 
it is convenient to do so. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I do not 
If the Senator 





from Michigan wishes to speak 
Mr. CHANDLER. No, I have not a word 
to say. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I merely 
wish to say in reference to the point suggested 
by the Senator from New York that there is 


| no purpose on the part of the Secretary of the 


Treasury, or any other officer of the Govern 


| ment, to remove the building from its present 


site, and I think that the provision here sug- 
gested is a provision such as the Senator from 
New York is very much in the habit of insert- 
ing in such bills, to give the Government con- 
trol of the subject in order that they may not 
be circumvented by any combination by which 
to obtain more than ought to be paid for this 
land. 1 take it there is no purpose either at 
Chicago or here to change the site, and any 


| fair-minded man will come to the same con- 


clusion on that point as the Senator from New 
York. I have no doubt the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury will reach the same conclusion. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair de- 
sires to state, in response to the Senator from 
Michigan, that this happening to be one of the 
days when there is no special order, and when 
there is no unfinished business—for the motion 





| to proceed to the consideration of a resolu- 


| tion 


e foundation of something stronger |} 


| 


which was made last night fell with 
yesterday's session—the morning business will 
continue all day unless sooner disposed of. 
Mr. CHANDLER. Very well. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The 
from Illinois is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. LOGAN. In answer to what has been 
said by the Senator from New York I have 
but a word to say. 
This bill was prepared after a conference 2 ; 
tween a portion of the members of the Ho 
of Representatives from Illinois and my col- 
league and myself, and the reason for putting 
in this provision was what has been stated by 
my colleague. I believe thereis no Represent- 
ative or Senator from Illinois who does not wish 
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ee 


lding to be erected on the same ground 


the bur ee 


‘1 which the former building stood. 


rl e that is the desire of the citizens of Chi- | 
7 ‘o, and certainly it is the desire of our- | 
aes but it was thought best by those who 

‘ere in consultation to putin this provision for | 
the reason given by my colleague, that combin- | 
ations might be made with reference to the 
operty there of such a character as to require 


oy extravagant price to be paid for it. [| 
believe the property can be purchased at a rea- 
able price. What [ mean by areasonable 
vice is a reasonable price for property in that 
locality in Chicago. 

| am pretty well satisfied, however, that it | 
cannot be purchased at such a price as | have | 
heard it suggested by some persons ought to | 
he paid for it. Property in that locality has | 
always been held at a tolerably fair price. 
Hence I presume the Secretary of the ‘l'reas- 
ury, under the circumstances, would not be | 
ynwilling to give that which was considered a 
fair price by persons who knew something of | 
1e value of property in that vicinity. Believ- 
ing that, we thought it was best to put in this 
provision, so that if extravagant prices were | 
jemanded of the Government the Secretary ot | 
ie Treasury might have an opportunity of | 
saying to these people that if they will not | 
ceil to the Government at such prices as the 
prop rty would be sold for to citizens there | 
thew he should have an opportunity of select- | 
ing a site somewhere else within a limited | 
area of twenty-four blocks. 
| believe that itis well enough to give the | 
Secretary of the Treasury this option, with no | 
view, however, that he will change the loca- | 
tion of the building. I believe that to change 
the location of the public buildings of the 
United States in Chicago would be detrimental | 
to the interests of many persons there who have 
invested large sums of money. Ithinkit would 
be very wrong. The buildings around the pub- 
lic property in Chicago were on a very grand 
scale. ‘Chey were very expensive buildings. 
Those people who invested largely there, drawn 
‘there, 1 know not why, but perhaps on account 
of the location of the public oflices, put up 
buildings which were occupied for offices and | 
rented at high prices, so that they were very 
profitable to the owners; and to change the | 
location now, in my judgment would be very | 
detrimental to their interests; would be such 
awrong as ought not to be perpetrated by either 
Congress or the Secretary of the Treasury. As 
l said, having this confidence in the Secretary 
that he would locate it there, provided a fair 
compensation should be placed upon the prop- 
erty, we deemed it advisable to put in this bill 
the clause spoken of, so that he might have 
the opportunity of saying ** If you will not let | 
the Government have the ground at sucha 
price as you would sell it to individuals for, the | 
Government will go elsewhere.’’ ‘That is all | 
the reason there was for it. There was no 
(desire on the part of any of us that a change 
should be made. If I believed that under this 
bill there was any probability whatever of a 
change of location, I should vote against the 
bill myself, because [ know that the wish of 
the citizens of Chicago is to have the location 
where it has been heretofore. I have stated 
the reason why the bill was drawn as it is. 

Mr. CONKLING. Allow me to inquire of 
the Senator whether he understands it to be a 
fact that four fifths of the persons owning the | 
residue of the square have agreed, and in | 
Writing, as the statement is, to sell it at a fair | 
price, or, if there is a failure to agree, to refer | 
it to impartial third persons to fix the price? 

Mr. LOGAN. I have no understanding, as 
far as that is concerned, from any one except 
one person. There is a gentleman by the 
name of Lombard who owns a large amount 
of property in that block, from whom I under- 
stood, before I left Chicago, that he would sell 
to the Government at a fair and reasonable 
price. I have heard also that others would; | 
but I have no knowledge on that point. The | 


a ia ee 


SOU 


( 
} 
+) 
uh 


A 









| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


presumption, however, in my mind is that they 
will ail take a fair price. I believe so; at least 
I hope so. 

As far as any of this property belongs to an 
estate, | only know the fact that there is a por- 
tion of it which belongs to an estate, but what 
estate, or what amount of the property, I do 
not know. 
subject of condemnation. The residue can be 
taken by contract between the Government 
and the parties owning it, provided the con- 
tract is made in the manner prescribed by law. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
is on the first amendment proposed by the 


Senator from Vermont, from the Committee | 


on Public Buildings and Grounds, which will 
be again read. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment, which 
was in line eleven, after the word ‘‘ price,’’ to 
insert the words ‘* for the ground;’’ so as to 
read: 

If the same can be obtained either by private 
purchase or condemnation at what, in his judgment, 
is a fair and reasonable price for the ground. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the next amendment of the Senator 
from Vermont. 

The Cuier CLerK. 
is in lines twelve, thirteen, and fourteen, to 
strike out the words ‘*some other square of 


ground in the city of Chicago not more than | 


two squares distant from,’’ and in lieu thereof 
to insert ‘‘one of the twenty-four squares of 
ground nearest to and immediately surround- 
ing ;’’ so as to read: 

_ And if not, then it shall be his duty to purchase, 
in one of the ways aforesaid, one of the twenty-four 
squares of ground nearest to and immediately sur- 


rounding the square on which said building destroyed 
by fire was located. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate asamend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 

It was ordered that the amendments be 
engrossed and the bill read a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CARPENTER. 
reported by the Committee on Privileges and 


tled to a seat as Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘The morning business is 
not yet through, and I desire to introduce a 
bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Wisconsin that 
although the matter which he desires to call 
up is a question of privilege the rules of the 
Senate expressly provide that the Presiding 
Officer, after doing certain things— 

‘*Shall then call for— 

Petitions and memorials; 

Leports of committees; 

The introduction of bills; 

Joint resolutions ; 


Resolutions ; , : : 
all of which shall be received and disposed of in such 


order, unless unanimous consent shall be otherwise | 


given.” 

Mr. POMEROY. An election case is not of 
so high privilege as is the doing of the morn- 
ing business, 

Mr. CARPENTER. I do not insist upon 
calling it up now, under those circumstances. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Reports of com- 
mittees are still in order. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on 
Finance, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 


351) to fix the compensation of the Second | 


Comptroller and Register of the Treasury, 
reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The same committee 
direct me to report back the bill (S. No. 253) 
to promote the collection of internal revenue 
adversely. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
regarded as indefinitely postponed, unless there 
be some dissent to that disposition of it, 


Mr. SUMNER. What is the bill? 





| The Carer Crerx. 
| promote the collection of internal revenue. 
|| Mr. SHERMAN, 


That, of course, will have to be the | 


The next amendment | 





I ask the Senate to | 
proceed to the consideration of the resolution 


Elections, declaring Thomas M. Norwood enti- || 
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_The VICE PRESIDENT. The title of the 
bill will be reported from the desk. 


A bill (S. No. 


253) to 


It is a bill introduced at 
the last session to provide a police force. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
regarded as indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. SCOTT. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to report back the bill (8. 
| No. 362) declaratory of an act entitled ‘* An 
act to reduce internal taxes, and for other pur: 
poses,’’ approved July 14, 1870, with anamend 
ment in the nature of a substitute, accompanied 
by a written report, and a letter from the See- 
retary of the ‘Treasury, stating the amount of 
income tax probably due for the last five 
months of the year 1870, if that income tax 
be collected. I move that the report and this 
letter, with the bill, be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. EDMUNDS asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8. 
No. 407) to punish stock-gambling by public 
officers, and for other purposes; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FLANAGAN asked, and by unanimons 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 408) to establish a post route in Texas; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan, asked, and by 
unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 409) for the relief of Rear 
Admiral Thomas Turner ; which was read twice 
by its title, and, with the accompanying papers 
presented by him, referred to the Committee 
on Naval A ffairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, asked, and by 
unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 


| duce a bill (S. No. 410) appropriating money 


|| to pay the unsatistied claims of the State of 
Kentucky growing out of the late civil war; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. OSBORN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
411) to establish the salaries of the colieetors 
of customs at certain ports of entry; which 
i} was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. POOL asked, and by unanimous cousent 
| obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 412) 
| to fix the compensation of the Third Auditor 
| of the Treasury ; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
| tions, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. VICKERS asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 413) to appropriate a sum of money for 
the placing of range-lights along the ship-chan- 
| nel in the Chesapeake bay and Patapsco river, 
|| in the State of Maryland, commonly called the 


|| Craighill channel; which was read twice by its 
|| title, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

|| He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
|| obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 414) 
\| for the relief of William 8S. Mitchell; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CASSERLY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 415) to expedite the survey of private land 
| claims; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I move the reference of 
the bill to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims ; and I wish to state for the inform 
| ation of the committee that it is the same bill 
| which was reported favorably from that com- 
| mittee at the last session of Congress to this 
| body, with some amendments to better effect- 
| uate the object of the bill. 

ll The motion was agreed to, 
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Mr. CASSERL Y asked, and by unan- 
imous con ont obtai i leave to introducea bill 
No. 416) the relief of Thomas B. Valen- 
tine; which was read twice by its title, referred 
to the C ommittee on Private Land Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CRAGIN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
417) fixing the rank of professors of mathe- 
yaatics in the United States Navy; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Comunit 
tee on Naval A flairs, and ordered to be printe i 

Mr. CONWLING I ask leave to introduce 
a bill which I have been req iested to intro- 
duce, and I do so without expressing any || 
opinion in regard to it. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 418) to authorize 


clerks of circuit and district courts of the 
United States to appoint deputies; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be || 
rinted. \| 


Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave lo introduce a bill (S. 
No. 419) to prevent cruelty to animals while 
in transit by railroad or other means of trans- 
portation within the United States; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Commit 
tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printe ‘ 

Mr. SELEWART asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 2) proposing an amend 
ment to the Constitution of the United States; || 
which was read twice, as follows: 

Be at resolved, &e., That the following article be | 
submitted to the Legislatures of the several States, || 
and when adopted by three fourths of the States || 
shail become a part of the Constitution of the Uni- 

| 
} 


ted States, and shall be known as article sixteen of 
amcndments to the said Constitution; 


ArnricLe XVI. 1] 


See. 1. There shall be maintained in each State || 
and ‘Territory a system of freecommon schools; but 
neither the United States, nor any State, Territory, 
county, or inunicipal corporation, shall aid in the | 


support of any school wherein the peculiar tenets | 
of any religious denomination are taught. 


ec. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this 
article by appropriate legislation. j 
The joint resolution was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be || 
print d. 
NOTICE OF A BILL, 


Mr. SUMNER I desire to give notice that || 
I shall to-morrow, or some subse ‘quent day, in- 
troduce a Sage resolution proposing an amend- 
ment to : Constitution that no person who 
has ones he ld the office of President shall hold || 
the same a second time. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. ! 

Mr. CONKLING. Ihave an order which || 
IT am asked to send to the Chair, accompanied 
by a memorandum that no adverse report has || 
been made : | 

Order That Alpheus Fobes, United States pen- || 
Bion a in New York, have leave to withdraw || 
from the files of the Senate his petition and papers. | 

The Vit Ci PRESIDEN I. The Senator from 
New York asks that an order be made for the | 
withdrawal of these papers, stating that no 
adv« rse report has bee n made, 

Mr. CONKLING. I have no_ personal | 
knowledge about it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to make an in- |! 
quiry of the Chair, if T am not int ‘rrupting my || 
friend, as to whether there is an order of the 
Senate that papers withdrawn shall be copied || 
and copies retained ? | 

Mr. CONKLING. If there is not, there || 
ought to be. There is such a rule in the | 
House of Repre entatives. | 

The Cuier Cierx. There is not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I move to add to 
the order that the Secretary be directed to 
take copies of the papers before they are with- 
drawn. 

Mr. CONKLING. I think that is right. 
I beg to say, and I wish the Senator from Ver- | 
mont would attend to it, that a memorandum || 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| of the fli ig: 


w—— - -~- - a - a nr eq 


has been furnished me, which I have here, that | 
the committee was simply discharged, making | 


no reportin this case. I know nothing about 
it myself, but simply send up the order by 
request. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Vermont desire that any material 
paper or that all the papers be copied ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. AIL. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no 
objection, that order will be made. 

On motion of Mr. HAMILTON, of Mary- 
land, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papersof Joseph 
Boswell be withdrawn from the files of the Senate 
and referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Rhoads, 

On motion of Mr. RICE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Captain 
Samuel Hous ton, praying compensation for asteam- 
boat sunk and destroyed during the late rebellion, 
be withdrawn from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

HAYDEN’S GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 

Mr. POMEROY submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing: 

Re solved hy the Ne nate, (the Hlous se of Represe nta- 
tives concurring,) That there be printed five thou- 
sand five hundred copies of Professor Hayden’s pre- 
liminary report to the Secretary of the Interior of 
the United States geological survey for the year 
1870; three thousand five hundred copies of which 
shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, 
and fifteen hundred copies for the use of the Sen- 
ate, and five hundred copies for distribution by the 
Smithsonian Lnstitution. 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF NEBRASKA. 


Mr. POMEROY submitted the following | 


resolution; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representa- 
tives concurring.) That there be printed and bound, 
with plates and map, one thousand copies of the 
final report of the United States geological survey 
of Nebraska; five hundred copies of which shall be 
for the use of the Secretary of the Interior, and 
five hundred copies for distribution by the Smith- 
sonian Institution. 


AFFAIRS IN CUBA, 
Mr. SCHURZ submitted the following res- 


olution ; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Whereas the President, in his annual message, 


| expresses the hope“ that all pending questions with 


Spain growing out of the affairs of Cuba may be 
adjusted in thespirit of peace and conciliation which 
has hitherto guided the two nations in their treat- 
ment of such questions;” and whereas the President 


announces also,in his annual message, that ‘*our | 


naval commanders in Cuban waters have been in- 
structed, in case itshould become necessary, to spare 
no effort to protect the lives and property of bona 
fide American citizens, and to maintain the dignity 
Be it resolved, That the President be requested, if 
in his opinion not ars with the public 
interest, to communicate to the Senate what ques- 
tions w ith Spain, growing out of the affairs of Cuba, 
and not coming within the jurisdiction of the claims 
commission, now in session, are at present pending; 


| also, the instructions to our naval commanders in 
| Cuban waters for the purposes stated in the Presi- 


dent’s message: and also, whether any, and what, 
attacks on the lives and property of American citi- 
zens and the dignity of the flag have occurred to 
make it appear that the latter are nowin greater 
danger than before such instructions were issued. 


TOURO HOSPITAL IN NEW ORLEANS. 


Mr. KELLOGG submitted the following | 


resolution; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
tr ansmit 0 the Senate any inform: ution that may be 


| on file in his Dep: urtment, or in that of the Freed- 


men’s Bureau, showing whether the building known 
as the Touro Hospital, in the city of New Orleans, 
was oceupied by or under the control of the United 
States Government at the time of its destruction, 
and also any information showing who was respons- 
ible for its destruction. 


RIVER FRONTAGE AT NEW ORLEANS, 


Mr. KELLOGG. [also offer the following 
resolution, and ask for its present consider- 


| ation: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
directed to transmit to the Senate any information 


| on file in his Department, or that he may be able to 


obtain, showing what portion, if any, of the wharf 
or river frontage at the port of New Orleans is now 
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|| claimed or occupied by the Government; and jp ,, 
upon what ground and for what purpose the san 
so claimed or occupied. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not know whethe, 
it is quite right—— , 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The resoly;, 
is open to objection to its present conside ‘ra. 

tion. 

|| Mr. EDMUNDS. 

over until to-morrow. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection a 


made, the resolution will lie over 7 
TELEGRAPH SYSTEM, 
Mr. CHANDLER. I offer the following 


order for adoption, and I should like to mak 

a few remarks in explanation of it. I ask the 
|| indulgence of the Senate for a few moments 
allow me to do so. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
first. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. 
| reported. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s messagp 


as relates to the telegraph system of the United 
States be referred to the Committee on Commerce, 


The VICK PRESIDENT. Is there objec. 
tion to the present consideration of this regoly- 
tion, the Senator from Michigan desiring to 
speak uponit this morning? The Chair hears 
none, and it is before the Senate. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, in my 
opinion the time has arrived when the rela- 
| tions of this telegraphic system as now con. 
ducted in the United States to commerce should 
receive the careful attention of the Congresg 
of the United States. If the telegraphic sys. 
| tem is an agent of commerce, if it is intimate ly 
related to the commerce of the United States, 
then it is clearly within congressional juris- 
diction. The Constitution says that— 

“The Congress shall have power to regulate com- 


merce with foreign nations, and among the several 
States, and with the Indian tribes.” 


And again it provides that— 


ume is 


I think it had better ); 


Let us hear the resolution 


It will first be 


‘*The Congress shall have power to make all laws 
|| which shall be necessary and proper for carrying 
into execution the foregoing powers. 


merce, Congress has the same control over it 
that it has over the collection and levying of 
| taxes or duties on imports. I have not the 
| means of knowing the precise relation of the 
telegraphic system to commerce, but I have 
been informed that from three fourths to four 
fifths of the whole business of the telegraphic 
system is either directly or remotely relative 
to commercial matters. This may be an over- 
estimate ; I simply give it as an estimate; but 
it is very largely used in the interest of com- 
merce. It has now become the almost uni- 
versal custom to use the telegraphic wires in 
sending orders even from the far West to the 
| East. The order is sent to-day, and is an 
swered to-day, and by the very shortest route 
the merchandise reaches its place of destina- 
tion. 

Mr. President, the whole telegraphic system 
of this nation to-day, in my judgment, is vicious. 
It will be remembered by you, sir, and by gen- 
tlemen who were upon the stage in active life 
when this system was first started, that numer- 
ous companies were organized all over the Uni- 
ted States, and the competition was so close, so 
|| ruinous, that those companies, almost without 
la single exception, failed. Finally, in process 
of time, the new organization which now exists 
stepped into the market and purchased the 
shares of all or nearly all these competing lines, 
and established what is now the telegraphic 
system. 

But, sir, they did more than that. As they 
purchased these lines for a song and cam 
|, idated them with their system “they watered 
|| their stock; in other words, where they pur- 

chased a line which perhaps originally cost 

$500,000 for a mere trifle, perhaps $50,000, 
the 1y would water their stock to the extent of 
\\ the half million or a million, and so they have 
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gone 
a ether there are ten dollars of water to one 
dollar of money in the telegraph system, more 
er less; but there is very much more water 
tha wn money in the stock of the present tele- 
ph system. I have been informed that there 


are from five to ten dollars as much water as 


n 
ol 
wate! 


f this nation is taxe 2d to pay interest on that 
I do not o} rjc ‘ct to paying them a lib- 
oral ‘nterest on their money, but I do object 

Ps \ying for water. The whole commerce of 
this ‘ation is to-day taxed to pay interest on 
this cane that flows freely down our rivers 
| surrounds our soil. 

Now, sir, in _ United States to-day we 
pay two dollars for a message of ten words for 
about a thousand miles, or say eight hundred 
wiles. In France, for the same message, they 

y one franc, nineteen cents. You can send 
a ess age of ten words from the borders of 
Belsi im to Nice, to Marseilles, or to any part 
of I'r ance, for one franc, or nineteen cents. 
In England, you can send that selfsame mes- 
cave all over the United Kingdom, from the 
! Saas part of Scotland to the south of Eng- 
land, or from any part of Ireland to any part 
of England, for a shilling, or twenty-two cents 
in coin. In Switzerland you can send that 
came message all over Switzerland for half a 
franc, or nine and a half cents. Further, sir, 
I have seen it stated in the newspapers, but | 
cannot say that it is correct, that they send in 
the night-time over the wires in England one 
hundred words for a shilling, and the second 
hundred words for twopence, or four cents, 
thus enabling the newspaper press of Kngland 
to obtain its news for a comparatively low 
rice. 

Mr. President, in this country we have a 
monopoly, perhaps the most oppressive and 
grinding monopoly that exists on earth at this 
present time, and that monopoly is known as 
the Associated Press monopoly. 
apparently the control of the wires. They 


al 


} 


on until it is impossible for me to say || 


oney in their stock, and yet the commerce | 


They have | 


charge what they please for their news, and | 


the press of the whole country must pay the 
price that they demand, 
oue hair’s breadth from the instructions given 
by that Associated Press their news is stopped 
and their papers are estopped. It is a most 
oppressive monopoly, and, as was to be ex- 
pected, the gentlemen of this Associated Pres 

fight for their monopoly. Newspapers that 


and if they deviate | 


were worth from one to two hundred thousand | 


dollars before they obtained this monopoly are 
worth to-day from one to three million dollars ; 
aud why should they not fight for it? Itis a 
close corporation. There are only four or five 


orsix members of it, and you find the Associated 


Press opposing with all its might any inter- 
ference of this Government with the tele- 
pagel system. ‘They are working for their 

ra pockets. They are working to retain this 
odious monopoly. Sir, adopt the system that 
uow prevails in England, allow a message of 
oue hundred words in the night-time to be sent 
for twenty-five cents, as they do there, and a 
further hundred words for four cents, and every 
newspaper in the United States will be enabled 


tu procure its own news and break down this 


monopoly. ‘The higher the price commerce is 
compelled to pay for this ciheaeaies agent of 
commerce the better for this Associated Press 
mo nopoly. 

Now, sir, 1am opposed to monopolies of 
every sort, kind, and description, and partic- 
ularly to a monopoly so oppressive as this 
Associated Press has proved itself tobe. Why, 
sir, you cannot start a newspaper in any city, 
village, or town in this nation without asking 
their consent, ‘‘may I exist, or may I not ?”’ 
and if they say ‘* you may not exist,’’ you can- 
not exist, for you cannot publish a newspaper 
Without the news, and they will not furnish 
any news to you unless they see fit. It isa 
_ oppressive monopoly. 

I desire that this monopoly should come to 
an end, and I desire that the telegraphic wires 
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should be used by the people of this nation as 
they are used by the people of the other mer- 
vantile nations of the earth, used freely and 
at the lowest price. Iam opposed to buying 
this telegraphic system and paying for the 
water that isin it. Iam willing to give them 
the value of their lines; put the value, if you 
please, at their actual cost in money, or put it 
; at what they would actually cost to-day in 
money; but never will | consent to buy their 
water and pay money for it, because we cau 
get water cheaper. 
| I desire this whole subject referred to the 
| Committee on Commerce, that that committee 
| may examine into the commercial relation of 
the telegraphic system to the business and 
commerce of the United States, and I desire 


| to make the examination in that committee 


thorough, so that they may be enabled to 
report upon the system. I therefore ask for 
the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, the chuir- 
man of the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads [ Mr. Ramsey] is necessarily absent 
from his seat this morning. 
to enter into a discussion of this question at 
this time, but I suggest for the consideration 
of the Senate that this whole subject is already 
committed to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads; we have voluminous papers 
in cs ago to it already before us; and it 
would seem to me to be hardly appropriate 
to press this resolution to a vote this morning 
in the absence of-the chairman of that com- 
mittee. 

I will make one single suggestion, however, 
in reply to what I understand to be the basis 
of the argument of the Senator from Michigan, 
for referring this subject to the Committee on 
| Commerce instead of the Committee on Post 
| Offices and Post Roads. If I understand the 
statement of the Senator aright, it is that a 
very large proportion of the communication 
passing over the wires are of acommercial char- 
acter; consequently, 


fore, to be considered as a commercial ques- 
| tion. ‘The Senator may beright; but I think if 
there be anything in the argument, it proves 
| thatthe whole subject of the Post Office Depart- 
ment should go to the Committee on Com- 
merce, because I assume that the proportion 
of letters transmitted through the mails relating 
to commercial matters is equi illy as great as 
the proportion of commercial corresponde nee 
which passes over the telegraph wires. I think 
the Senator is too modest in his resolution. 


He should make it a little more sweeping and || 
he should take in all commercial questions, | 
and, certainly, all mail communications are | 


' commercial, if his argument is good for any- 
thing, because the letters relate tocommercial 
matters. But 1 do not propose to discuss the 
matter; Lonly propose for the consideration 
| of the Senator that he let his resolution lie 

overuntil the chairman of the Post Ollice Com- 
| mittee can be present. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly. I do not 
wish to press it now; but | wish to say to my 
honorable friend that there w 
between the Post Office Committee and the 
Committee onCommerce. The Committee on 
Commerce merely desired to examine the ques- 
tion so far as it related to the commercial ser- 

| vice; not to interfere in any manner or shape 
with the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads, but to consider and report on the rela- 
tions of the system withcommerce. Iam per- 
fectly willing, however, that it lie over, and I 
ask that it lie over until to-morrow. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


tion will lie over. 


The reso- 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had concurred in the amend- 
ment of the Senate to the joint resolution (H. | 
i| RK. No. 65) relating to the limitation of steam 


5 


I do not propose | 


the telegraphic system || 
has a commercial bearing, and ought, there- | 


rill be no collision | 


A. message from the House of Representa- | 


|| pressure on towing and freight boats on the 
|| Mississippi river and its tributaries. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 
The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the enrolled bill (H. 
R. No. 773) relating to the limitation of steam 
pressure on towing and freight boats on the 
Mississippi river and its tributaries, changed 
from House joint resolution No. 65; and it 
was thereupon signed by the Vice President. 
TREASURY DEFALCATIONS, 
Mr. CORBETT submitted the following res- 
olution ; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Investigation 
and Retrenchments be, and hereby are, instructed 
to inquire into the recent defalcations in the Treas- 
|; ury Department, and to report what, if any, guards 
or checks are necessary to protect the public Treas- 
|| ury; and for that purpose to examine persons and 
| papers, 
| NEW YORK CUSTOM-IIOUSE. 

Mr. CONKLING. I ask now that the Sen- 

| ate take up, hoping that there will be no objec- 
tion to it, a similar resolution that I offered yes- 
terd: ay, instructing this committee to make a 
| certain inquiry. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. Original resolu- 
| tions of the Senate have priority ; but if there 
| is no objection, the Senator from New York 
proposes to call up the resolution he offered 
yesterday on a similar subject to that just 
acted on. 

Mr. CONKLING. I think there are no more 
!| original resolutions to be offered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
| will report the resolution of the Senator from 
New York, if there be no objection. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution submit- 
ted yesterday by Mr. ConkLinG, as follows: 
Whereas it has been declared in the Senate that 
at the port of New York there exists and is main- 

tained by officers of the United States, under the 

name of the *general-order business,’ a monstrous 
abuse, fraudulent in character;’’ and whereas the 
following statement has been made by a Senator: 

“It was intimated by some of the witnesses that 
| Mr. Leet, who pockets the enormous profits arising 
from that business, had some connection with the 
White House; but General Porter was examined, 
Mr. Leet himself was examined, and they both testi- 
fied that it was not so, and counting the number of 
the wituesses we have no right to forma different 
conclusion. But the fact remains that this scan- 
dalous system of robbery is sustained—is sustained 
against the voice of the merchants of New York—is 
sustained against the judgment and the voice of the 
Secretary of the Treasury himself. | Task you, how 
is itsustained? Where and what is the mysterious 
power that sustains it? The conclusion is inevi- 
table that it is a power stronger than decent respect 
|] for public epinion, nay, a power stronger than the 
Secretary of the Treasury himself:’? Therefore, 
|| _ Resolved, That the Committee of Investigation and 
|| Retrenchment be instructed to inquire into the 
|| matter fully and at large, and particularly whether 
any collusion or improper connection with said busi- 
ness exists on the purt of any officer of the United 
States; and that said committee further inquire 
whether any person holding office in the custom- 
house at New York has been detected, or is known 
or believed by his superior officer to have been guilty 
of bribery, or of taking bribes, or of other crime or 
misdemeanor; and said committee is hereby em- 
powered to send for personaand papers. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. This resolution 
| was submitted yesterday. If there be no 
| objection, it is now before the Senate. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. Preside 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire object ? 

Mr. PATTERSON. I do not object. I 
wish to say a word in relation to it. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. If there be no 
division called for the question will be taken 
on the preamble and resolution together; but 
if a division be asked for, the question will be 
first on the resolution and last on the pre- 
amble. 


| Mr. PATTERSON 
| 














This question has been 
twice examined alrez ady; first, some of the mer 

| chants of New York sent to the Secretary of 
the Treasury complaints in respect to the pres- 

|| ent general-order system, and the Secretary 
appointed a committee of three gentlemen from 
his Department to investigate those alleged 

| outrages. After a full and thorough investiga- 
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go over again the work formerly gone over by ar tor Our ! : Bue S abcess, s oe ty abstracted, and whether or not such articles have, S Osh 
the old Committee on Retrenchment: ar 1 all | expenses of the committee, except during the on application of the owners, in several cases, b S Saul 
t » | ’ ind in ¢ » Yor . || days on which we were making our investi- || returned; and whether any officers of the cu cer 
the more D ause | find in Ha Ne W York papel a ‘ome = <i Dattani d th - t] paw house Have been punished for abstracting art ’ Cru 
ome very serious reflections upon the action bt l I an ral f 5 a0 ie a ne only of merchandise under their control: and t ( Vv 
of that committee while making those investi charges made were for our personal, ordinary what extent the practiceof compromising with mer- Al 
I tha ‘ Wn l Dili laKIbD $e Sl] ° . - . * 4 v thefis Soe +: a f seal p 
rations I will read expenses while we were engaged in making || Chants defrauding 1 attempting to del oy ones gin 
J Linsall : ene | hose investirations Re oats na co i enut aa prevalic . and wnetoer, ane wo WwW Spr 
Mr. SUMNER. What paper is it ? th InNvVeSstIgsAtions. WHY, Sir, my tr cost extent, by such compromises the amount of r ; 
Mr. PATTERSON It is the New Yor! me over twelve hundred dollars, and all | nue due to the United States in such cases has S 
it. & sib aXe 5 4 rin 1 } , . , . } } } } 
J . ; ‘hharcad ¢ the ( vernment w: ‘ Vac diminished; and whether a and what, pecu! 
l 4 a il aa eM ee charged to the rovernment was 5250. Was ( i Bs i + » J 
Ai $0 yester lay. Speaking of the old com not that something fearful? | benefit has been deriyed therefrom by the 
t says: nat ey DEAR UETEE, SCI 6 making such compromises. \ 


A : . I will say furthermore, in relation to this 
li went to the custom-house and conducted 1 . 


, j ; . \ . rt gi hk N. ove é e ] eameél 1- tak 
hole-and-corner inquiry, upon which it found ia | committee, that it was in existence for over || ir. TH JN. I move to amend the an 


I . hy ee ] ~et } 1] r} ° lo 
1] it lad 7: ment by adding thereto the following: 
war band dishonest report, suppressing some pai five years, and all it ever expended ot public : 4] pry | iy’ sete . ne i sean refi 
of the evidence and altering other parts, and man- aati oe ees > } ’ es Also, whether the patronage, offices, or employes : 
{ Kg irts, ¢ nan :oney was $28,533 1, while he Committee || ° \ 
ipulating wiiness« iL way which would have d money Was ¢ ad l hiie the omimittee of said custom-house were used to influence | 


hern States have spent || trol either or both of the two last State convent 3 
to t 10 satisinclion of every reasonable man, anothe r since January o j ® 1871, > $2. Ot 2 od, and | j of the Republican | arty in New York; and wh . ; 4] 
poe iii aoe cleat aticumne oa | presume they have been economical in their tions of money exacted to See ae control pritua- to | 
. ’ yt} ounce That mat gnantly false || expenses. | ries, secure delegates to State conventions, or 10! 
from beginning to end, and the statement is Mr. BAYARD. Some of the members are || other political purposes. } 
made, in my judgment, to throw smut upon || not paid yet. | The VICE PRESIDENT. The questionis : 
the commitiee in order to lessen the force of || Mr. PATTERSON. All we expended for || first on the amendment to the amendment 
their report, and for no other earthly reason. || the whole five years was $28,533 91. What || offered by the Senator from Nebraska. 
Chere was no manipulating of witnesses what- || an extravagant committee! I have no more | Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, nobody, 
ever. ‘There was no garbling, no altering cf || to say about it, sir. I hope the resolution will || of course, mistakes the purpose of the latte! 
the testimony taken. The action of the com- ass. amendment offered; and although I sh uld me 
mittee was impartial and its report honest Mr. SCOTT. The Senator from New Hamp- | have been glad to address an inquiry to t! 
and straightforward from beginning to end. || shire having alluded to the expenses of the | single matter which I deema very serious 0 
Vhere was nothing left out of the testimony || Committee to Investigate Southern Outrages, || and at which I aimed my resoluti 
except simply where there was a surplusage 


ry j . z ‘ - sa j LaS t 
graced a Tombs lawyer of which we will prove | 0% Outrages in tne Sou 
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s tio 
I desire in justice to it to state that we have || these independent propositions to stand upon | 
and repetition. Some changes were made to || examined very nearly six hundred witnesses, || their own footing and be treated separa'ely wil 
make the testimony as far as possible gram- /| and the large item of expense is for witnesses. || by the Senate, I shall vote for both of these 
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prima- 
or tor 


tion is 
dment 
bod , 
latter 


B the necessity 


epdments; and indeed | think that to save 
cat will accept them both, which will avoid 
i of taking separate votes upon 
PRESIDENT. 


them. ae 
fhe VICE ! 
n ag yet no vote upon the resolution or any 


There having 


ee 3 . 

a iment to it, the Senator accepts both the 

amendime! 

amendments offered. 
Fi SHERMAN. I take occasion also, in 


no that I will vote for this resolution, to 
call the attention of the country—a phrase 
frequently employed here—to the fact that 
no difficulty in getting at an investi- 


there 1s : ; 
fact demanded by any Senator 


gation of any 


onder the ordinary rules and usages of the 
Senate; and according to the practice of the 
Senate, the course that is now being pursued | 


's the one that has always been pursued here 
totore; aud never before, nor now, has there 
been a suppression of any investigation that 
was desired. What has been the usual course 
pursued in this body? First, a committee is 
organized. Ifa standing committee is organ- 
zed, it is organized by itself, and in due time, 
as occasion arises, it is charged with various 
duties and with sufficient power to perform 


‘them. A select committee is organized and 


instructed to perform special duties during the | 


cession. It seems, from the readiness with 
which these resolutions are introduced and 


passed, that we have been wasting two or three | 


days in a rather unnecessary debate. 
Mr. BAYARD. I beg to offer the follow- 


ing amendment, to be added to the resolution : 


And whether any of the said offices in the said 


custom-house are being used as instruments of polit- | 


ical or party patronage. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
that 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from New York accepts this amendment. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
to make it read ‘* have been or are being used.”’ 

Mr. CONKLING. I have no objection to 
that 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is better. 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator 
from New York accepts the modification. The 
question is on agreeing to the resolution as 
modified. 

Mr. CONKLING called for the yeas and 


I have no objection to 


I wish to modify it so as | 





nays, and they were ordered; and being taken, | 


resulted—yeas 59, nays 0; as foliows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Bayard, Blair, 
Boreman, Brownlow, Buckingham, Caldwell, Car- 
penter, Casserly, Chandler, Clayton, Conkling, 
Cooper, Corbett, Davis of Kentucky, Davis of West 
Virginia, Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, 
Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, Gil- 
bert, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamlin, Harlan, Hill, 
Hitchcock, Johnston, Kellogg, Kelly, Lewis, Logan, 
Morrillof Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, 
Osborn, Patterson, Pool, Pratt, Rice, Robertson, 


Saulsbury, Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, Sherman, Spen- | 


cer, Stewart, Stockton, Sumner, Thurman, Tipton, 
frumbull, Vickers, West, and Wilson—59. 
NAYS—0. 


ABSENT—Messrs. Aleorn, Cameron, Cole, Cra- |} 


gin,.Hamilton of Texas, Howe, Pomeroy, Ramsey, 
Sprague, Stevenson, Windom, and Wright—12. 


So the resolution was adopted. 
DEFALCATION OF J. L HODGE 
Mr. CONKLING. 


I ask the Senate now to | 


take up the resolution which I had the honor | 


to submit on the first day of the session, in 
reference to the Hodge defalcation. 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
original Senate resolutions to be offered, the 
Senator from New York has a right to move 
to take up the resolution named by him, and 
it may be taken up by a majority vote. 

Mr. SCOTT. That subject having displaced 
one of which I have charge, and as it will give 
nse to debate, I give notice 

Mr. CONKLING. 


gle moment. 





This will take but a sin- 
I have modified the resolution | 


80 as todirect itto the Committee on Retrench- | 
ment to investigate the matter, though I rather | 
think the Committee on Military Affairs is the | 


proper one. Iam sure there can be no objec- 
ion to the resolution. 

Mr. SCOTT. I am not rising to object if it 
will take no time; but I wish to say that that 
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having displaced the resolution of which | have 
charge, I desire that when it is disposed of that 
resolution shall be brought before the Senate 
and disposed of. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, the resolution proposed by the Sen 


ator from New York will be considered as 


| before the Senate, subject to objection if it 


should give rise to debate. 
Senate, and will be read. 


Mr. CONKLING. I have modified the res- 


It is before the 


| olution somewhat. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Unless the read- 
ing of the original resolution be called for the 
Secretary will read only the resolution as it has 
been modified by the mover. 

lhe Chief Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Investigation 
and Retrenchment be instructed to inquire into the 
recent defalcation of J. L. Hodge, late a paymaster 
in the Army, and into the facts connected therewith, 
and to ascertain and report to the Senate whether 
any other officer or officers of the Government were 


| derelict in duty in respect of the observance of recu- 


lations and safeguards intended to prevent such 
occurrences, and also whether other or further legis 


| lation or regulation is needed. 








Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to insert an 
amendment to embrace also the case of Cal 
lender, bank examiner in New York 
proper case for examination. 

Mr. CONKLING. I accept that modifica 
tion. 

The proposed amendment was read, as fol- 
lows: 


And that said committee also examine into the 
alleged fraud and violation of duty by Charles 
an a bank examiner in the city of New 

ork. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 
first name. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. It appears to me 
that we may put more on this committee than 
they can possibly perform. It isa question in 
my mind whether this resolution should not 
go to the Committee on Military Affairs. | 
merely make the suggestion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the resolution as modified. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I rise to suggest an 
amendment, whether it ought not to be ** were 
or are derelict.’’ 

Mr. CONKLING. I think my honorable 
friend will see that it is not so. It is to in- 
vestigate into the facts and circumstances con 
nected with that defalcation, and whether any 
other officers were derelict in any way in re- 
gard to it. Of course it could hardly be said 
that they are derelict in respect to that now 
since it is all revealed. [| have no objection to 
the modification, however, although it would 
not be very grammatical. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Does the Sena- 
tor from California insist on the amendment 
be suggests? 

Mr. CASSERLY. Ido not wish to insist 
on anything if the Senator who proposed the 
resolution has any strong objection to it. 

Mr. CONKLING. Notatall. Ifthe Sen- 
ator thinks it makes it broader, speaking of a 
past transaction, to say ‘‘ were or are,’ then 
[ prefer the amendment. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I prefer it because there 


-a very 


I do not remember his 


may be a dereliction going on now in refer 


ence to that very case. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then it had better be 
changed to ‘‘ were or are.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
be.’’ [Latghter. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen 
ator from Khode Island insist on that modi 
fication ? 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
or are.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
on the resolution as modified. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. [I should like to inquire 
of the Chair what bas become of an amend- 
ment, which seems to have been lost sight of, 
that I proposed to this resolution when it was 


‘*Were, or are, or will 


No, sir; let it be ‘* were 


The question is 


Senator 
| from New York accepts the modification. 


before the Senate on a prior occasion. I have 
not heard it reported. The Senate seom to 
have forgotten that that proposition was before 
them. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatarose from 
the Senator from Illinois not having proposed 
it in writing. There appears to bea paper here 
on the table reading as follows: 

‘i “Mr. TRUMBULL submitted the following resolu- 
ion: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Investigation 


and Retrenchment be instructed to inquire into the 
expenditures of all branches,” &e. 

lt is supposed at the desk that the Senator 
from Llinois verbally changed it to an amend- 
ment, but did not reduce it to writing in that 
form, as the rules contemplate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. When the Senator from 
New York proposed his resolution I did send 
to the Chair, according to my recollection, an 
amendment which was read, and although it 
may have escaped the notice of the Senate [ 
havea distinet recollection that there was some 
discussion upon it. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It was discussed 
at some length, and the proposition will be 
found in Miscellaneous Documents Nos. 9 and 
12, having been twice printed by the Senate in 
different phraseology, and in neither case as an 
amendment to this resolution precisely. How- 
ever, the Senator from Illinois is correct in fact. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Does it not appear to 
have been offered as a distinct amendment to 
this resolution? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It appears that 
there was an amendment offered by the Sen 
ator, but there does not seem to be anything 
accompanying the paper except, as the Chair 
has read, that ‘* Mr. [TRoMBULL submitted the 
following resolution,’’ which is printed. It is, 
** Resolved, that the Committee of Investigation 
and Retrenchment be instructed to inquire,”’ 
&c., not in the shape of an amendment; but 
the Chair will consider it as pending in that 
form. ‘The Senator from [Illinois did move it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 did not wish the Sen 
ate to lose sight of it in its present new-bora 
zeal for investigation. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
of the Senator from New York having now 
been perfected, the question recurs on the 

| substitute proposed by the Sevator from iii 
nois, which is to strike out all after the resolv 
ing clause and to insert what is in print as 
Miscellaneous Document No. 12, which will be 
read by the Secretary. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not know but that 
the Senate will perhaps understand what that 
was without its reading. 1 was afraid it would 
be lost sight of in the new-born zeal that has 
been displayed this morning in regard to 
investigations. 1 am so happy to see the 

| Senator from Ohio and others trying to bring 
about investigation that 1 do not know that it is 
necessary to press my amendment (urther, and 
unless the Senator from Kiode Isiand should 
desire to hear it read | will withdraw it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS and Mr. MORTON. 
us have it read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Before it igs read—— 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont and the Senator from Indiana have 
demanded the reading of the amendment, and 
the Senator from Illinois has not positively 
withdrawn it. It will be read first before it is 
debated . 

Mr. TRUMBULL 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Lriseto a parliamentary 
inquiry. Can it be withdrawn until it is read, 
so that we may know what my friend from 
lilinois is withdrawing from the constderation 
of this great body? I submit that is an im 
portant consideration at this stage of this 
momentous business. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The latter part 
of the tenth rule reads as follows: 


‘And any motion may be withdrawn by the mover 
at any time before a decision, amendment, or order 
ing of the yeas and nays, except a motion to recon 

| sider, which shall not be withdrawn without leave of 
\\ the Senate,”’ 


Let 


I withdraw it. 
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And therefore the Senator from I}linois had 
the right to withdraw his amendment without 
ita being read if he so desired, and he does 
withdraw it The question now recurs on the 
resolution and preamble, upon which the Sen 
ator from Ohio ¢ laims the floor. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Awordonly. Ithink my 
friend from Illinois is not observing his usual 
courtesy when he talks about the new-born 
zeal ol Senators 

Mr EDMUNDS. Y es. he 18. 

Mr. SHERMAN Perhaps he is indulging 
in his usual courtesy But, sir, this whole 
proceeding plac es the Senator trom Illinois in 
a very ridiculous attitude [here was not a 
moment from the beginning of the discussion 
to this hour when every investigation would 
not have been promptly ordered in accordance 
with the ordinary usages and rules of this 
body. The ease with which these resolutions 
of mnquiry and instruction, giving powers to the 
ed in this body every day 


ehow that ‘ iid have 


committee, are pa 
been done at any 
time: but the Senator from Illinois intended 
to present this case in suc h a way that he would 
invite a controversy: that is plainly and man 
ifestly the purpose of the whole proceeding ; 
and now he closes it by alluding to the new- 
born zeal of the Senator from Ohio in favor 
of investigation! If the Senator will show 
when, where, atany time, in any place, I have 
ever been oppose d to investigation in this body, 
or in any legislative body, then I will give him 
the palm in my judgment, the official con 
duct of every officer of the Government is 
constat tly open to supervision in accordance 
with the usual forms 
Probably if I had alone been consulted about 
this matter, when the Senator from Illinois 
moved to renew the Retrenchment Committee 
again, I should sub silentio, without caring 
for it, have allowed the resolution to pass ; 
but he saw himself that the resolution which 
he introduced ought not to pass, and he him 
self abandoned the resolution on the very first 
day of the debate by conceding that a joint 
ight not to be formed; and when 
proposed in place of a joint committee 
to substitute a standing committee of this body 
to be organized in the usual way, he then com- 
menced a debate upon technicalities, and that 


committee o1 


it was 


has been continued for three days. 

Now, what was the parpose of all this? 
Was it for the purpose of showing that his 
fellow Senators here were trying to smother 
Why, 


especially upon me, 


investigation? If so, it was unjust 
then, this imputation, 
that | have any new-born zeal in favor of 
investigation, when I never sought to suppress 
it? The other night, after a long day's debate, 
in which the Senator from Illinois had spoken 
five times by the count, when I was somewhat 
impatient at the arrival of the warning hour 
of five o’clock—an hour when we want to go 
home—and [ had not participated in the 
debate, the Senator for the third time after a 
vote had been taken showing the temper and 
wish of the Senate, took the floor and con 
tinued the discussion. I then, perhaps with 
some excitement, insisted on the enforcement 
oftherule. A moment afterward I regretted 
it, simply because I never wish to violate the 
most generous courtesy to ny associates here; 
and | was sorry a few moments afterward 
that I had prevented the Senator from even 
making his fourth speech, or fifth speech, or 
sixth speech, or that we did not forego the 
usual dinner, and just wait until the matter 
exhausted itself. But, Mr. President, yield- 
ing to the ordinary feeling of the moment, I 
claimed the floor, as I had a right to do accord- 
ing to the rules of the Senate, and said what 
I thought proper to say on that occasion. Now, 
if the Senator from Illinois still harbors that in 
his heart, I hope he will dismiss it, because I 
say to him that | sincerely regret that I did 
anything which appeared discourteous to him, 
although I did nothing more at the time than 
I thought was right, and I was very impatient 


|The Senator 
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at the prolonged and extraordinary debate 
thrust upon us, as 1 thought, by the Senator 
from Illinois. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, after the 
remarks of the Senator from Ohio it is neces- 
sary that I should say a word. The Senator 
seems to suppose that I was pursuing an ex- 
traordinary course. Why, Mr. President, I 
have time and again stated to the Senate—and 
it seems so many times that it was unpleasant 
to the Senator from Ohio—that the resolution 
which I originally offered was simply to revive 
the committee that we had for several years, 
and to which he made no objection when we 
did have it. The Senator is slightly mistaken 
as to my ever having said that I preferred to 
give up the joint select committee and to take 
a committee of the Senate. I acquiesced in it 
because others thought a committee of the 
Senate would answer the purpose. I was 
willing to acquiesce and accede to any prop- 
osition that did not prevent carrying out the 
object which I had in view ; but my proposition 


was certainly the ordinary one, and the Senator | 


does not distinctly remember, perhaps, what 
he himself said in speaking with regard to the 


power to send for persons and papers. He || 


used very strong language to show that that 
was a very dangerous power. I think he went 
so far as to comment upon it as being danger- 
ous to the rights of the citizen, and he took 
decided ground against such a proposition. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 
me, | said that a power unlimited in its char- 
acter, to extend i 
dangerous power: 


‘ssion after session, was a 
but | said at the same time 
that a resolution conferring this authority on 
a committee for a session, in a proper case, 
was one rarely and I believe never denied. 
That was the posi‘ion I took in the beginning. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator was aware 
that we had given this power to a committee 
for several years that continued during the 
Congress, and none of our co™mittees would 
continue longer than that. .do not wish to 


renew the controversy with the Senator from ' 


Ohio. Iam very glad indeed that the efforts 
which have been made have succeeded in bring- 
ing the Senate to that position where resolu 
tions for investigation into the abuses of the 
Government pass almost unanimously. 

There is one other remark [ ought to make. 
is slightly mistaken about my 
having spoken four times on the occasion to 
which he alluded. I examined the Globe after- 
ward myself: my recollection was not distinet 


at the moment; but | found that I had spoken | 


but once on the question which was then pend- 
ing before the Senate, except that when another 
person was speaking I had interrupted him by 
his permission and said a few words. Other- 
wise, | had had the floor but once when the 
Senator called me toorder. But it is no mat- 
ter now about that. The Senator from Ohio 


has stated very frankly and courteously his | 


regre' that, under the excitement of the mo- 
ment, he should have insisted upon enforcing 
the rule upon me at that time; and, of course, 
| accept his statement in all kindness, and 
hope | have never retained any feeling in 
regard to the matter, which at the moment 
produced some excitement, perhaps, on the 
part of both of us. I am very happy, on my 


part, to say that I entertain no unkind feelings | 


whatever toward the Senator from Ohio, and 
shall endeavor to treat him, and all other 
members of the body, on all occasions, as 
courteously as | know howtodo. — 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the preamble and resolution as 
modified. 

The preamble and resolution were agreed to. 


CIVIL SERVICE. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States by Mr. Porrer, his Secretary. 

Mr. SUMNER obtained the floor. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


| lays before the Senate & message 
| President of the United States? 


| mission under the reservation already mentionog 
| will be faithfully executed; but they arenot binding 


If the Senator will allow | 





| panying document is? 





Will the Sen- | 


_ator suspend for a moment until the Chair 





from the 


The message was read, as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives - 
In accordance with the act of Congress 
March 3, 1871, I convened a commission of 
gentlemen to devise rules and regulations 
purpose of reforming thecivilservice. Their jah..° 
are now completed, and I transmit herewit} ‘he 
report together with the rules which they rec,’ 
mend for my action. These ruleshave been ad, 
and will go into effect on the Ist day of Ja 
1872. Under the law referred to, as I inter 
the authority is already invested in the Execy; 
to enforce these regulations, with full power , 
abridge, alter, or amend them at his option. w; 
changes may be deemed advisable. These ’, coe 
together with the report of the commission, ” 
are submitted for your careful considerat i ae 
whether further legislation may be necessary ;, 
order to carry out an effective and beneficial ¢i,; 
service reform. If left to me without further ee 
gressional action the rules prescribed by the o, = 


®P Proved 
eMinen: 


for the 


lopted 
huary, 


ret it 


nN as t 


m- 


without further legislation upon my successors 

Being desirous of bringing this subject to the 
attention of Congress before the approaching recoc 
I have not time to sufficiently examine the accom. 
panying report to enable me to suggest definite |eois. 
lative action to insure the support which may be 
necessary in order to givea thorough trial toa po 
long needed. 

I ask for all the strength which Congress can giye 
me to enable me to carry out the reforms jin the 
civil service recommended by the commission, and 
adopted to take effect, as before stated, on January 
1, 1872. The law which provides forthe convening) 
commission to devise rules and regulations for roe- 
forming the civil service authorizes, I think, thy 
permanent organization of a primary board, under 
whose general direction all examinations of ap; 
cants for public office shall be conducted. There js 
no appropriation to continue such a board beyond 
the termination of its present labors. I therefore 
recommend that a proper appropriation be made to 
continue the services of the present board for another 
year: and in view of the fact that three members of 
the board hold positions in the public service, which 


policy 


| preciudes them from receiving extra compensation 


under existing laws, that they be authorized to re 
ceive a faircompensation for extra services rendered 
by them inthe performance of this duty, 

U.S. GRANT, 
Executive Mansion, December 19, 1871. 

Mr. CONKLING. I move thatthe message 
and accompanying documents be printed aud 
laid on the table. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
the table 

Mr.CONKLING. In thatconnection I would 
like to suggest that the resolution adopted 
some time ago, which became somewhat en- 
cumbered by amendments on separate bits of 
paper, be printed, as it will be more convenient 
tor the committee. 

There being no objection, the printing was 
ordered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
New York moves that this message be laid on 
the table, and printed. Does he withdraw the 
motion, as the Senator from Illinois appears 
desirous to speak? 

Mr. CONKLING. No, sir; I— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion is 
undebatable. 

Mr. CONKLING. I do not wish to inter- 
cept the Senator from Illinois if he desires to 
speak, and I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. My object in rising was 
merely to inquire how voluminous the accom- 
J If it is not voluminous 
I should like very much to have it read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It would con 
sume an hour or more in reading it; itis twelve 
pages of print, and also the opinion of the 
Attorney General in print. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope, then, it will be 
laid on the table and printed, so that we may 
examine it. Iam very much gratified mysel! 
at the communication from the President, and 
am very anxious to see action. 

Mr. SUMNER. I must say that I hail that 
communication of the President with joy. 

The motion to print and lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I move that ten 
thousand extra copies be printed. ; 

The motion was referred to the Committee 


Before they are laid on 








| on Printing. 
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cost OF VESSELS ON ST. DOMINGO COAST. stated to the Senator from Massachusetts when | The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts was recognized, and yielded to 
‘ilow this message to be received. He isnow 
sntitled to the floor. , ; 

Mr SUMNER. In this mood of inquiry 
and investigation [ ask the Senate to be good 
ough to take up a resolution submitted by 
me March 25, 1871, calling for information, 
which, when sent to the Senate, I shall move 
be referred to the Committee on Retrench- 
ment. It is a resolution of March 25, 1871, 
in the files. as 

[he VICE PRESIDENT. As the Chair 
stated a few moments since, original resolu- 
tions have priority, and several Senators seem 
to have them. ; . 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from New York 
and other Senators have had resolutions which 
were not original Senate resolutions to-day, 
taken Up. 

" he VICE PRESIDENT. 
consent. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
no objection to this. 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Massachusetts asks unanimous consent 
that a resolution submitted by him on the 25th 
of March last be taken up for consideration. 

The resolution was read as follows: 


eno 


By unanimous 


Very well; there can be 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- | 


rected to communicate to the Senate an account of 
the expenditures incurred in the support and navi- 
gation of the several ships already reported to the 
Senat 


{ St. Domingo since the beginning of negotiations 


for the acquisition of part of that island, setting | 


forth the expenditures on account of each ship and 


the sum total taken from the annual naval appro- 


priations on account of all these ships. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. An amendment 
was proposed at that time by the Senator from 
New York, [Mr. ConkLrNG, | which will also be 
reported, after which the Chair will ask for 
objection to the consideration of the resolu- 
tion at the present time. 

The Corer Cierk. It was proposed to 
amend the resolution by adding to it: 

And that the Secretary a'so report to the Senate 
how much, if any, such expenditures are greater 
than would have been incurred had such ships been 
in service elsewhere; and also how many vessels are 
usually in service in waters adjacent to the West 
Indies. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have no objection to the 
amendment of the Senator. My object is to 
getat the facts. I want to know how many 
millions have been spent in the war dance 
about San Domingo. 


Mr. CONKLING. After that remark, I 


think the resclution had better lie over. If we | 


are to have ** a war dance ”’ we will take it at 
some other time, when we can all take part. 


. by the Secretary as employed on the coasts | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Unanimous con- } 


sent is not granted. 
ACTIONS OF AMERICAN MINISTERS ABROAD. 
Mr. BLAIR. 


lon. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
Senate resolution? 

Mr. BLAIR. It is. 

Mr. SUMNER. I rise to a question of 
order, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
entertain the question of order. 

Mr. SUMNER. I moved to proceed to the 
consideration of a resolution; and it certainly 
was not in the power of any Senator to object 
to it and interpose. a senatorial veto. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has 
already stated several times, as the Senator 
will see in the Globe to morrow if he did not 
hear the Chair, that the Chair was calling for 
original Senate resolutions and that they had 
priority. The Chair so stated to the Senator 
from New York; and the Senator from New 
York then asked unanimous consent for the 
consideration of a resolution previously offered 
by him. That consent was granted. He then 
asked consent for the consideration of another 
resolution, which was also granted. 


The Chair will 


I offer the following resolu- | 


he rose, as he did to the Senator from New || 


York, that until Senate original resolutions 
were concluded these resolutions heretofore 
offered were not in order to be considered, 
except by unanimous consent. After original 
Senate resolutions are through, the majority 
can proceed to the consideration of this reso- 
lution. 
mitted a resolution which will be read. 

Ihe Chief Clerk read the resolution of Mr. 
Bratr, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Investigation 
and Retrenchment be, and they are hereby, instruct- 
ed to inquire whether any minister of the United 
States at any foreign Court is or has been interested in 
and partner of any mining company; and whether 
he has used or allowed his name or official position 
to be used for the purpose of promoting the inter- 
ests of said company in the country to whose Gov- 
ernment he is accredited; and ifso, whether his doing 
so was or is compatible with his duties as such 


| Minister. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
tion to the present consideration of this reso- 
lution? The Chair hears none, and it is before 
the Senate. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Has the Sen 
ator from Wisconsin an original Senate reso- 
lution to present ? 

Mr. CARPENTER. 
proceed toa question of privilege, being a reso 
lution reported by the Committee on Priv- 
ileges and Elections yesterday morning and 
printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must 
again read the rule. After stating the differ- 
ent classes of morning business, it says: 

“All which shall be received and disposed of in 
such order, unless unanimous consent shall be other- 
wise given. 

And the call rests at original resolutions of 
the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
lution which I ask the Senate to consider. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Unless the Sen- 


The Senator from Missouri has sub- 


Is there objec- | 


North Carolina asks to be excused from serving 


| on the Committee of Retrenchmentand Reform. 


Is there objection ? 
Mr. CONKLING. 


The Chair hears none. 
Let us understand that. 


| Will that leave the committee to consist of 
|| seven members as it was ordered? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It will leave it 


| to consist of seven members, 


SENATOR FROM GEORGIA, 
Mr. CARPENTER. I now ask the Chair 


to request the Senate to give me unanimous 
leave to take up a question of privilege, being 
a resolution submitted by me yesterday accom: 
anying a report from the Committee on Privi- 
oan and Elections. 

Che VICE PRESIDENT.~ There being no 
further original Senate resolutions, the Sena- 
tor from Wisconsin now, under the rule, moves 
thet the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of the resolution reported by him yesterday 
from the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions in regard to the Senator from Georgia. 
A majority can now adopt that motion, 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SCOTT. Will the Senator from Wis- 


| consin permit me to inquire at this stage of 


the proceeding whether the resolution which I 
had the honor to submit some time since, ac 


|| companied by areport from the joint Commit- 


I ask the Senate to | 


I have an original reso- | 


tee on the Condition of the Southern States, 
is not also a question of privilege, and at what 
time I may be enabled to have the Senate vin- 
dicate its dignity by taking it up? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 


that is a question of privilege, but two hours 


| and twenty minutes have been consumed to-day 


in going through the usual morning-hour busi- 


| ness, there being no business set for one 
| o'clock, as is usual at a later period of the 
; session. The Senator from Wisconsin obtained 


ator from Wisconsin desires the floor to ask |} 
unanimous consent, the Senator from Ohio is | 


recognized. 
INTERNATIONAL COINAGE. 
Mr. SHERMAN submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
is hereby requested, if not incompatible with the 


public interests, to communicate to the Senate any | 


correspondence with foreign Powers, not hereto- 
fore communicated, on the subject of international 
coinage. 


COST OF VESSELS ON ST. DOMINGO COAST. 
Mr. SUMNER. 


resolution to the Chair, and ask for its present 


| consideration. 


Is it an original | 


The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 


I send an original Senate | 


directed to communicate to the Senate an account | 


of the expenditures incurred in the support and 
navigation of the several ships already reported to 
the Senate by the Secretary as employed on the 
coasts of St. Domingo since the beginning of nego- 
tiations for the wcquisition of part of that island, 
setting forth the expenditures on account of each 
ship and the sum total taken from the annual naval 
appropriations on account of all these ships. And 
that the Secretary also report to the Senate how 
much, if any, such expenditures are greater than 
would have been incurred had such ships been in 
service elsewhere; and also how many vessels are 
usually in service in waters adjacent to the West 
Indies. 


Mr. CONKLING. Owing to the originality 
of this resolution, I think it might as well lie 
over for a day or two. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 


made, the resolution will lie over. 
COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


Mr. POOL. I rise to ask to be excused 
from serving on the Committee of Investiga- 
tion and Retrenchment. I am on several other 
committees, and I think I eannot discharge the 


The Chair || duties of that committee properly. 


| the floor and moved to take up his resolution, 


which really is of the highest privilege, and 
higher privilege than that of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, as it affects the organization oi 
the body. 

Mr. CARPENTER. The privilege to get 
into this Chamber must override the privilege 
of going to jail. [Laughter. ] 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The. Secretary 
will read the resolution now before the body, 
reported from the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution as fol- 


| lows : 


Resolved, That Thomas M. Norwood is entitled to 
a seat in the Senate as a Senator from the State of 
Georgia for the term commencing March 4, 1871, and 
that he be admitted to the same. 


The resolution was adopted. 


TheVICE PRESIDENT. The Senator-elect, 
if in the Chamber, will advance to the Chair 
and take the oath of office. 

Mr. Norwoop advanced to the Vice Presi- 
dent’s desk, escorted by Mr. HILL, and the 
oaths prescribed by law having been adminis- 
tered to him, he took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. MORTON. I ask unanimous consent 


|| to offer a Senate resolution in connection with 
_ the question that has just been decided: 


| 


| 


| 
| 


i} 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 


| directed to pay, out of the pay and mileage account, 
| to Foster Blodgett, claiming a seat as Senator-elect 


| 


' 
} 
| 


from the State of Georgia, the pay and mileage of 
a Senator commencing March 4, 1871, to the pas- 
sage of this resolution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to the present consideration of this res- 
olution? 

Mr. BLAIR. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, it will lie over. 


POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr. SCOTT. I now ask the Senate to take 


up, as a question of privilege, the resolution 
attached to the report of the joint select Com 
mittee to Inquire into the Condition of the late 
Insurrectionary States, directing process to 


ee 


se) 


4 
z= 
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isevue for the arrest of W. L. Saunders, of 
North Carolina 

Phe question being put, there were,on a 
16. 


[ ask for the yeas and nays 


oa 
adivisionu aye «0, HOGS 


Mr. BLAIR 


Mr. ROBERTSON. I have no objection 
to proceeding to the onsideration of that reso 
lution it | wish to call up House bill No. 380, 
fo the removal ot political disabilities. I 
have sited patiently for over a week, and | 


h ype the Senate will now proce ed to the con 
of that bill 
antagonizing that 
the Senator from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. WILSON | 
from South Caro 
bill, that he mo 


for to-morrow at one o ¢ lock, and 


ideration hat is my reason for 


bill against the resolution of 


the Senator 
lina, who has charge of this 

oO make it the special order 
let us take 
hold of it then with a clear understanding that 
we will dispose of if 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Very well. I move 
that the bill be made the special order for 
to-morrow at one o’ clock 

The VICE PRESIDENT The Senator 
from South Carolina asks unanimous consent 
that the bill (H. R. No. 380) for the removal 
of legal and political disabilities imposed by 
the third section of the fourteenth article of 
amendments to the Constitution of the United 


ugygest to 


Siates be made the special order tor to-mor- 
row at one o’clock. ‘The Chair must remind 
the Senator and the Senate that the unfinished 
s, if there should be any, would have 
priority then of the special order, but of course 
it could be postponed when the time arrived. 
Is there to the bill being made the 
special order for that time? The Chair hears 
no objection, and that order will be made. 


bu siti 


ybiection 


CONTUMACIOUS 


Mr. SCOTT. I now renew my motion. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 


recurs on the motion of the Senator from Penn 


WITNESSES 


sy!vania, upon which the Senator from Mis- 
sourt demands the yeas and nays. | 
Mr. BLAIR. I withdraw the call. 


and the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the following 
revolution 


he motion was agreed to; 


Whereas the two Houses of Congress did, by their 
concurrent resolution, passed on the 7th day of 
April, IS7l, authorize and direct the appointment 
of a joint select committee for the performance of 
cortain duties, in said concurrent resolution speci 
fied, the said joint select committee to be composed 
of members of the said two Houses; that is to say, 
of seven members of the Senate and fourteen mem 
bers of the House of Representatives, which said 
joint select committee was duly appointed as by said 
concurrent resolution provided; and whereas, in the 
discharge and performance of the duties so enjoined 
upon them, the said joint select committee, on the 
Sist day of August, 1871, by subpena duly issued 
and served, did summon and command a certain 
W. L. Saunders, of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, to 
appear be@ore said joint select committee and testify 
touching the matters and things which the said joint 
select committee were authorized and required by 
the concurrent resolution of the two Houses of Con- 
gress to examine and inquire into; and whereas said 
W.L. Saunders did, on the 23d day of September, 
I8S7l, appear before a sub-committee duly authorized 
by said joint select committee of the two Houses of 
Congress to take the testimony of witnesses, then 
present and awaiting examination, and having so 
appeared and submitted to be examined as a wit 
ness, did refuse to answer proper inquiries put to 
him in the course of the investigation by aia sub- 
committee, thereby showing himself in contempt of 
the Senate of the United States, as well as the House 
of Representatives: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate of the United States, (the 
House of Representatives concurring,) That W. L. 
Seunders, of Chapel Hill, and State of North Caro- 
lina, a witness heretofore duly summoned before a 
joint select committee of the two Houses of Con- 
gress, having been lawfully required to testify before 
a sub-committee, duly authorized by said joint 
select committee to take his testimony, and having, 
in the course of the investigation, refused to answer 
proper inquiries put to him by the chairman of said 
Joint committee, be forthwith arrested by the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms of the Senate, and brought before the 
Senate, at ite bar, by the order of the Senate duly 
issued by the Vice President, under his hand and 
the seal of the Senate; and that said Saunders be 
detained, by virtue thereof, by the Sergeant-at- 
Arms of the Senate until he answer for hiscontempt | 
of the order of the Senate in the matter aforesaid, 
and abide such further order as may be made in the 
premises. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. When this reso- | 


lution was last under consideration the Senator 
from Vermont [ Mr. EpMunps ] moved to amend 
it by striking out the words ‘* the House of Rep- 
resentatives coucurring,’’ so as to change its 
terms from a concurrent resolution to a Senate 
resolution, and the question is on that amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SCOTT. I have heretofore stated the 
views the committee entertain on this ques- 
tion, and do not desire to take up time in any 
further debate on the subject, but ask for the 
passage of the resolution as it came from the 
committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
ready for the question ? 

Mr. THURMAN. I do not know that I 
have any objection to the resolution being 
changed in that way, because it may be 
changed back, I suppose, if it is found not 
to be right after the amendment is made, or 
it can be laid on the table; but I, for one, am 
not now prepared to adopt the view of the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. Epmunps] as I 
understand it, and treat this as a contempt of 
the Senate, from which it follows that it must 
equally be a contempt of the House, and 
demands that it be punished by the Senate in 
its discretion and the House in its discretion ; 
in other words, twice punished. I want some 
time to reflect upon it before I vote for such 
a propositionas that. This whole debate took 
place while I was out of the city, and I had 
not the benefit of it. [am not prepared to 
vote on it now. I have not my own mind 
made up as to whether the Senator is right 
or whether my colleague is right, that there 
can be no punishment at all. I think this 
amendment had better not be adopted without 
being discussed, unless the Senate is satisfied 
that the view presented by the Senator from 
Vermont is a correct one. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Ver- 
mont, changing this resolution from a concur- 
rent to a Senate resolution. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Is the Senate 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs On agreeing to it as a concurrent reso- 


lution. 
The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. SCOTT. I now move to proceed to 
the consideration of the resolution attached to 
the report in the case of Clayton Camp and 
David Gist, of South Carolina. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the following resolu- 
tion: 


Whereas the two Houses of Congress did, by their 
concurrent resolutions passed on the7th day of April, 
1871, authorize and direct the appointmentof a joint 
select committee for the performance of certain 
duties in said concurrent resolution specified; the 
said joint select committee to be composed of mem- 
bersof the said two Houses, that is to say, of seven 
members of the Senate and fourteem members of 
the House of Representatives, which said joint 
select committee was duly appointed, as by said con- 
current resolution provided; and whereas, in the 
discharge and performance of the duties so enjoined 
upon them, the said joint select committee did ap- 
point a sub-committee of their own number to take 
testimony in theState of South Carolina, which said 
sub-committee, on the 14th day of July, 1871, by sub- 
pena duly issued and served, did summon and com- 
mand a_ certain Clayton Camp, of Spartanburg 
county, South Carolina, to appear before said sub- 
committee; and on the 18th day of July, 1871, by 
like subpena duly issued and served, did summon 
and command a certain David Gist, of Union county, 
South Carolina, to appear before said sub-commit- 
tee, each of said witnesses so summoned to testify 
before the said sub-committee touching the matters 
and things which the said joint select committee 
were authorized and required by the concurrent res- 
olution of the two Houses of Congress to examine 
and inquire into; and whereas, the said Clayton 
Camp and the said David Gist having been so sum- 
moned and commanded, did fail and refuse to appear 
before the said sub-committee, thereby showin 
themselves in contempt of the Senate of the Unite 
States, as well as of the House of Representatives: 
Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate of the United States, (the 
House of Representatives concurring,) That the 
President of the Senate issue hisseveral warrants, di- 
rected to the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate. com- 

| manding him to take into his custody the bodies of 
| the said Clayton Camp and David Gist, respectively, 
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With before the bar of the Bente tree ga oa 
contempt of the authority of the Senate. s 

Mr. SCOTT. I will state briefly, so that th 
Senate may understand this resolution, that ’ 
differs in its merits from the other only “ the 
fact that these witnesses are attached for on 
tempt in not obeying the summons, while the 
other case was against a man for contempt . 
not answering questions after he had obeyed 
the subpena. do not wish to take up tl 7 
time of the Senate in any discussion upon j) 
subject, unless some questions are made upor . 

Mr. BLAIR. I will state that in the cas 
of David Gist there are affidavits, or the», 
ought to be, with the papers in the case, which 
[ should like to have read, showing why Mr. 


ue 


+ 


| Gist did not obey the summons of the gy} 


committee in South Carolina. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Seng 
tor desire them to be reported by the Seere. 
tary now? 

Mr. BLAIR. Yes, sir; I desire those aff 
davits to be read to the Senate. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 

report? 

Mr. BLAIR. If they are not they ought 
to be. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
appear to be in the report. 

Mr.SCOTT. No; theyare notin the printed 
I will state the position of that ques 
tion, as the Senator from Missouri calls for jt. 
This witness was subpenaed to appear before 
the sub-committee in the city of Columbia, 
South Carolina, upon the day following that 
upon which he was subpenaed. The sub com. 
mittee sat in the city of Columbia for, I be. 
lieve, two days after that time, and sat also in 
the town of Yorkville for four days after that 
time, the town of Yorkville being within 
twenty-eight or thirty miles of the place at 
The testimony of the 
sergeant-at arms, who served the 
subpena upon him, is in the printed exhibit 
accompanying the report, and shows that the 
subpena was served upon this witness late in 
the evening; that he was in that town the next 
morning, and informed him that he would not 
obeythe summons. He never sent any excuse 
to the committee while it was sitting at Colum- 


Are they in the 


They do not 


| bia; he never sent any excuse to the commit 
| tee while it was sitting at Yorkville. 
| had, it would have been considered; and if 


If he 


that excuse had been considered sufficient, of 
course no application would have been made 
for an attachment. I think it improper that 
the excuse of a witness who is in contempt 
should be heard now by the body which is 
seeking to bring him before it for contempt. 
It will be time enough when he comes here to 


| hear his excuse for disobeying that subpena. 


I have in my possession the affidavit to which 
the Senator from Missouri refers, and I may 
state that when this subject was brought before 
the whole committee the affidavit itself was 
considered by the committee, and a discussion 
had upon the question of whether it ought to 
be treated as an excuse, and notwithstanding 
the affidavit, the report and the resolution were 
directed to be brought into the Senate. ; 

Mr. BLAIR. I will state that the affidavit 
of Mr. Gist represents that at the time he 


| received this summons to attend the commit- 


tee his wife was very ill, and he could not 
leave her or absent himself at such a distance 
from his home. There is also an affidavit of 
the attending physician to the same effect. 

think the Senator from Pennsylvania is mis- 


| taken in his statement that the deputy ser- 


geant-at-arms received such an answer from 


Mr. Gist. 

Mr. SCOTT. That will be settled by read: 
ing the testimony of the assistant sergeaut-at- 
arms, which is in the report. I ask that it be 
read for the information of the Senator from 
Missouri, if he doubts my statement. 

Mr. BLAIR. 1 do not see why the report 
should embrace the testimony of the deputy 


1871. 
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-{ d omit the testimony 
yeant-at-arms an no | 
ere. Gist himself, and of the physician } 
“ho attended his wife. ae 
wens PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. An- 
agony in the chair. ) Has the Senator from 
Missouri the affidavit that he desires to have 
. . BLAIR. I desire that the report may 
be read on that point. I think the Senator 
ide Pennsylvania has not stated correctly the 
sffect of the report of the deputy sergeant-at- 


} 


arms. a. : z 
rhe Chief Clerk read as follows: 
james I. Christie sworn and examined. 
‘By the Chairman: 
* Question, (submitting © paper.) Did you serve 
spat subpena on David Gist ; and if so, when? 
Answer. 


[ did, at fifteen minutes past nine o’clock 


n the 18th instant, Tuesday. i 


“Question. Did you serve it according 


-ndorsement.on the subpena? 

“S 4nawer. Yes, sir; I saw him at the depot the next 
worning just as we Were coming away, and inquired 
“fhim it he was going down. le replied in a very 
iefiant manner, ‘No, Lam not going.’ I replied that | 


i had performed my duty, and that if he did not | 
appear he must suffer the consequences. | 


Mr. BLAIR. It seems that all that passed 
between the witness Gist and the deputy ser 
seant-at-arms Was @ conversation at the depot 
‘he next morning when the deputy asked him 
‘fhe was going down, and says he replied in | 
a detiant manner that he was not. Mr. Gist | 
‘y bis sworn affidavit, which I shall ask to have 
read, states distinctly that his reason for not 
going down was that his wife was very ill and 
that he feared to leave her, and the physician 
in attendance upon his wife makes the same | 
statement. Now, I ask the chairman of the | 
committee to send up to the desk the affidavit 
of Mr. Gist, and also of his family physician, 
and | ask to have them read so that Senators 
may see what his excuse was. I think this 
thing of dragging people under arrest from a 
distant State up here to answer for contempt 
when they have an excuse as valid and as good 
is the one cffered by Mr. Gist is unreason- 
able and uniust. I ask the Senator to give me 
those affidavits. 

Mr. SCOTT. When the Senator is through, 
before the paper is submitted to be read, I 
lesire to make a brief statement to the Sen- 
ate of the exact nature of the question. 

Mr. BLAIR. I shallbe very glad to hear it. 

Mr. SCOTT. Very well; | shall do so, 
taking the floor for that purpose only. 

Mr. BLAIR. Certainly. 

Mr. SCOTT. Now, Mr. President, I ask 
the attention of the Senate to the position of 
this witness before this paper is read. First, 
the subpena was served upon him. Second, 
the deputy sergeant-at-arms asked him, ‘* Will 
you attend before the committee?’’ and he 
answered ‘‘No! I willnot.’’ The third step 
is, that that proceeding is brought before the 
committee upon the testimony of the deputy 
sergeant-at-arms, and upon that testimony 
alone the committee directed the chairman to 
report this resolution to the Senate, and at 
the same time that they directed the chairman 
to report the resolution to the Senate, as will 
appear by the journal of the committee, if it 
is desired to be brought in here, notice was 
directed to be sent, on the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Delaware, [ Mr. Bayarp, ] to all the 
witnesses who were directed to be reported, 
this witness among the number. That was | 
about the lastof July. Upon the last of July, 
then, in accordance with that direction, notice 
Was sent to that witness that the committee 
nad directed him to be reported to the Senate 


to the | 





and the chairman to ask for process to bring 


him here. That notice was sent by the clerk 


'| whether they will hear this excuse or not. 





ful language, and his own affidavit, which is 
but a modified form of defamation of the com- 
mittee, which appeared in the public news- 


| papers of South Carolina. 


{ submit that this witness, having had the 
opportunity of appearing and answering, ought 
not to be permitted to have his affidavit read 
until he does come here and ask it. That will 
be the proper time for the Senate to determine 
He 
has been notified by subpena, notified of the 
pendency of this resolution for his attachment, 
and instead of coming now to answer and sub- 


| mit himself to the authority which subpenaed 


him, he sends us an account of the existing 
state of things in the month of July, instead 
of sending us an answer why he does not come 
at the present time. 
of the case the Senate ought not to hear the 


self. 
Mr. BAYARD. 


honorable Senator from Pennsylvania whether 


point in South Carolina? 

Mr. SCOTT. 
Columbia, South Carolina. 

Mr. BAYARD. Very well. Then if it was 
made returnable in Columbia, South Carolina, 
and the witness was never ordered to be present 
at any other point than Columbia, South Caro- 


would make his way to Washington, when he 
had been ordered to go to Columbia? He 
never was ordered to go anywhere else than to 


Columbia, and the committee soon adjourned | 


from that place. 


In July last this proposition was made for | 
his punishment for contempt, orthat he should | 


be reported to the Senate in order that he 
might be punished. 
witnesses should all have notice ofthis proposed 
action. 


of Washington. 


shall not comply with it, I am in favor of 
compelling him to comply with it and insisting 
upon all the legitimate powers vested in the 
committee; but I respectfully submit to the 
Senate that it would not be wise or just in this 
body to punish a man for not complying and 
coming to Washington when the terms of his 
subpena ordered him to attend at Columbia, 
in @ distant State. 

This witness has never yet had any orders 
to come to Washington. He never has been 
summoned here. There has been no reason 
why he should suppose that he ought to come 
here, because surely he is not compelled at his 
private expense to travel all the way from 
South Carolina here, but should only come 
under the command of a subpena, which will 
justify him in having his costs taxed as a wit- 
ness. 
certainly await the return of a subpena return- 
able at Washington before they punish a man 
for not coming here. If he had gone to Colum- 
bia where he was ordered to report, that, it 
seems, would have been useless, because the 
committee had adjourned and gone from there. 





fact and piece of information in this case if 
they refuse to hear all that this man has said 
and done before they act. I repeat to the 
Senate, if it was a case in which the subpena 
had been made returnable at Washington and 





of the committee in pursuance of that resolu- 


tion. | 
| 


The witness then had the opportunity, if he 


intended to obey the subpena, to come here || 


and submit himself to the examination; but 
instead of coming and submitting himself to 
tbe examination, as another witness at least 
did, in pursuance of that notice, he sends an 
affidavit of his physician, which is in respect- 


there had been a defiance and disregard of 
that subpena, the witness having been told to 
come here and never obeying it, that would be 
a different case. TheSenate will observe that 
| the order to this man was to report himself at 

Columbia. 
| Columbia, and he never has been called to 
|| Washington, and yet it is proposed to punish 
| him now peremptorily for that. 


I submit that in this state | 
affidavit of the witness until he appears him- | 
[ should like to ask the | opportunity of refusing it. 

|| Mr. SCOTT. The paper is here, [handing 
that subpena served upon the witness avas | 


made returnable in Washington, or at some | 


It was made returnable in } 


lina, would it be reasonable to suppose that he | 


I suggested that these | 


He had notice that his case would be | 
presented to the Senate, but he never has had | 
notice or command to be present in the city | 
If any witness when ordered | 
by subpena to come before the committee | 


I think, therefore, the Senate should | 


The committee adjourned from | 
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Mr. BLAIR. The Senator from Pennsyl- 


vania, the chairman of the committee, has in 


‘his possession two affidavits that were sent to 


| this witness. 
| davits before the Senate. 


me,and by me laid before the commitiee. The 
committee, upon those affidavits, did not excuse 
Now, | wish to lay those afli- 
| do not think the 


| Senate will pass upon this man’s case without 


I may say further that the Senate will shut | 
out from their minds a large and important | 


eo 


hearing it, no matter how high the authority is 
that seeks to have it done. I ask the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, the chairman of the com- 
mittee, who has in his hands the affidavits 
which I placed on file with the committee, io 
allow them to be sent to the table of the See- 
retary, so that they may be read tothe Senate. 

Mr. SCOTT. I donot wish to withhold the 
paper. The paper is here, and I will send it 
to the table; but I make the question whether 
the Senate ought to hear it, whether they ought 
not first to require the witness to come here. 

Mr. BLAIR. I want the Senate to have the 


it to Mr. Buatr. } 

Mr. BLAIR. I send nowto the Secretary's 
desk two affidavits, one of them by Mr. Gist, 
the witness in this case, and another by his 
family physician, and I ask that they be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Pennsylvania object to the read- 
ing of the paper? 

Mr. SCOTT. I have objected to it for the 
reasons that I have stated. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The read 
ing of the paper being called for and objected 
to, the question must be decided by the Sen- 
ate without debate. 

Mr. CONKLING. May I inquire what the 
precise question before the Senate is? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is whether certain papers which the Sen- 
ator from Missouri asks to have read shall be 
read. The Senator from Pennsylvania objects 
to their reading. 

Mr. BLAIR. The papers consist of an affi- 
davit by the person who is sought to be brought 
here, the recusant witness, and an affidavit by 
his physician giving an excuse why he did not 
attend when summoned in South Carolina. | 
ask that this man may be heard by the Senate 
before he is condemned; that is all. 

Mr. CONKLING. May I ask the Senator 
is this an explanation of some causes which 
prevented his attendance ? 

Mr. BLAIR. Yes, sir; that is precisely 
what the papers consist of. 

Mr. SCOTT. I attempted to state to the 
Senate—the Senator from New York was 
evidently not in his seat when I did make the 
statement- 

Mr. CONKLING. I beg my honorable 
friend’s pardon; I was busy at the moment 
and I did not hear him, as I wish I had done. 

Mr. SCOTT. [have no desire at all to with 
hold from the Senate any reason which this 
witness has to purge himself of the contempt, 
but I have endeavored to show to the Senate 
that he is not offering that reason. I have 
endeavored to show to the Senate the same 
state of things which often exists in a court 
where a witness commits a contempt, and 
where the court will not permit him to be 
heard after the contempt has been committed 
until he appears 

This is the state of the case: the witness was 
subpenaed to come to the city of Columbia. 
When asked by the deputy sergeant-at-arms 
whether he would obey the subpena, he said 
he would not. The committee sat two days in 
Columbia and four days in Yorkville, in the 
State of South Carolina. He made no appli 
| cation to the committee to excuse him. He 
sent to them no reason for refusing to appear 
before them. When the committee returned 
| to this city, before the whole committee the 
| testimony of the deputy sergeant-at-arms was 
| given, and a resolution was directed to be re- 
| ported to the Senate asking for this process 
| of attachment, and notice of that resolution 





cs Fe 





P 


Nn, Seer” wk we 


Aue 


; 





* 


214 





was directed to be sent to this witness, that an 
attachment for him would be asked for. 

The Senator from Delaware makes the point 
that he would not know that he was directed 
to come to Washington. It was just as noto- 
rious that this committee was sitting in Wash- 
ington as that the sub-committee was sitting 
in Columbia, and perhaps a little more so; 
and certainly when he got the notice that an 
attachment would be asked for he understood 
it would be asked for to bring him here. The 
intention of the Senator from Delaware in 
offering that resolution was that he should be 
permitted to come here so that the attachment 
would not issue against him. Now, then, in 
stead of coming here, so that he could submit 
Lo examination before the committee, he sends 
us an affidavit to account for why he did not 
come then before the committee in South 
Carolina. I simply say that it is for the Sen- 
ate to determine whether they will hear that 
reason now, or whether they will require him 
to come here that he may be examined before 
they permit him to give his reason for the con 
tempt which he bas evidently committed. 

I have already stated to the Senate that, in 
my view, the allidavit of the recusant witness 
himself (for | make no objection to that of the 
attending physician so far as its tone is con- 
cerned, but the affidavit of the recusant wit- 
ness himselt statements which cer 
tainly are untrue and defamatory of the com- 
mittee itself. I shall take occasion to say that 
if the Senate permit the affidavit to be read. | 
do not wish to withhold anything that may ex 
cuse this man, for | have no personal feeling 
whatever in the matter. I simply bring the 
question here in obedience to the resolution 
of the committee, and to discharge my duty as 
its chairman. 

Mr. BLAIR. I will state, in addition to 
what has fallen from the Senator from Penn 
sylvania, that I offered a resolution that this 
witness should be summoned to attend here, 


contains 


and the committee refused to agree to it, and | 


went on with this proceeding to obtain an 
attachment. So far from the witness having 
any notice that he was wanted here, the com 
mitteerefused tosummon him here. And now 
the chairman of the committee, as far as his 
voice goes, refuses to allow him to be heard to 
give the excuse whicu he has for not attend 
ing in South Carolina. I wish he would not 
stand so much on his dignity in this matter. 
[ think we ought not to accustom our people 
to such arbitrary proceedings as are indicated 
here. This man had a good excuse for not 
attending. There is no man on this floor sit- 


| sylvania says that it is inadmissible to receive || summons to appear before said sub-com 


ting on that committee who would not have | 


excused him from attendance if the circum- 
stances had come before him at the time. [ 
think it is nothing but right that the Senate 
shall hear what excuse he has to offer for him- 
self. The committee refused to summon him 
here upon my application. I believe that he 
would have been here now in attendance if he 
had been so summoned. All I ask is that this 
man may be heard in his own language for 
himself. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
has allowed this discussion to go on without 
interruption, there being no objection, it re- 
quiring unanimous consent, as the rule pro- 
vides that when an objection is made to a paper 
being read the question must be taken with- 
out debate. The Chair, however, will not in- 
terrupt the debate unless some Senator objects. 

Mr. THURMAN. 1 do not wish to discuss 
the question about these papers particularly. 
If discussion on the resolution itself is now in 
order, I have some words to submit on that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This ques- 
tion must be decided first. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then, with the leave of 


the Senate, I will say one word upon that | 


uestion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
hears no objection. 


Mr. THURMAN, The Senator from Penn- 


The Chair | 





matter of excuse or justification from a per- 
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son who is in contempt until he appears to | 


purge himself of his contempt. I think that 
is not stating the rule with entire accuracy. 
In courts that have some regard for the lib- 
erty of the people, and in all cases where there 


is no reason to suppose that the person is 


about to abscond the practice is, first, to move 
for a rule on the party to show cause why an 
attachment for contempt should not issue, and 
that rule is served upon him, and he is per- 
mitted to show against the issuing of that rule 
any circumstances which would show that he 
was not in contempt. If he does not show 
sufficient cause, then the rule is made abso- 
lute, and the attachment issues, and he is 
brought up and is put upon his trial for the 
contempt; but in all courts that have a due 


| of the summons as aforesaid, by one Jeremiah [2 
| kins, a member of the Republican party, . 


| confidence of the majority of the committ 


regard for the liberty of the citizen, before an | 
attachment issues for contempt a rule against | 


the party to show cause why he should not be 
attached is the first measure that is taken, and 
the granting of that rule may be resisted by 
any evidence that is sufficient. 


Now, a legis- | 


lature certainly ought to be as careful as a | 


court, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
practice in legislative bodies. We do not issue 
a rule, itis very true; but if a court would allow 
& party to show cause against the issuing of 
the rule, as, for instance, that he was confined 
to his bed by sickness and could not attend 
according to the process of the court, and 
therefore was not guilty of contempt, and that 


That is not the practice. | 
I do not say that it is the 


would bea good cause why the rule should not | 
| go out, a legislative body ought to be equally 


liberal in receiving testimony that would show 
that there was no contempt. Therefore it 
seems to me that my friend from Pennsyl- 
vania is begging the whole question. He is 
assuming that the man is guilty of contempt, 
and that that factis found, whereas it is not so. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Will my friend ailow 
me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I ask honestly for 
information. Suppose those affidavits are 
false; is there any law to punish the parties 
for perjury ? 

Mr. THURMAN. I will answer much 
broader than that after awhile. in my judg- 
ment, there is no law to punish for perjury for 
nearly nine tenths of the testimony taken by 
this committee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Do you mean by that 
that the committee was not authorized to 
administer oaths ? 

Mr. THURMAN. [will tell you what I do 
mean. Although I voted without knowing 
what i was about for the resolution in the 
Saunders case, | mean to move to reconsider 
it as soon as | can get a chance to do so; for 
I say that upon any proper interpretation of 
the resolution appointing this committee there 
was no authority on the part ot asub-committee 
to take testimony. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Do you mean that there 
was nO authority to administer oaths? 

Mr. THURMAN. The sub-committee had 
none. 


lhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


is, ‘* Will the Senate allow this paper to be 
| read ?’’ 


it 


i 
i} 


The question being put, was determined in 
the affirmative. 

lr'he Chiet Clerk thereupon read the following 
affidavits : 
Sours Carona, Union county - 


Personally appeared before me David C. Gist, of 
the county and State aforesaid, who after being 
duly sworn deposes and says: that on the night of 
the — day of July, A. D. 1871, between the hours of 
ten and eleven o’clock, and while this deponent was 
in attendance upon a Magzonic lodge, a person, whom 
he supposes to have been an eflicial attached to the 
congressional sub-investigating committee which 
had been taking testimony at Union Court-House for 
two days, having first had him calied out of the 
lodge, read to this deponent what purported to be a 
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= 
the city of Columbia, some sixty-eight milesde in 
on the following day; that said person, whou,. 2” 
is unknown to this deponent, refased to deliy, pane 
summons tothis deponent; that having heard se id 
was to be examined by said committee he } DAt be 
tended at Union Court-House during the time tk 
committee remained there, and up to the Se the 
summons to appear at Columbia was read to hi, 
aforesaid, which was on the night precedinat™ 
morning on which the committee left Unio, 2" 
Columbia; that Union Court-House is near «| 

home, and if examined he desired to be exam;,." 
there, so that he could remain near his fami). 
wife being at the time sick, and in a conditiy. 
which it would have been inhuman in the depone. 
to have left her at such adistance not to }, Den 
speedily to reach her; that this deponent wa.’ 
formed, early on the morning following the reaa; 


he 


POStmaster 
» be in the 


. 4 ee, that he 
was present when the subject of SUMMOnIng thi 


deponent was spoken of, and that it was then stated 
that it was not desired to take the testimony of 4}; 
deponent, but that their object was to get this Te . 
nent to Columbia where he could not be bailed ox 
ofjail. Larkin did not say who made this declara. 
tion, but gave this deponent to understand that aye, 
was the object of summoning him to Columbia 
This deponent is not aware that any other enten 
was summoned in this county to appear before th, 
committee in Columbia. v= 
Under these circumstances he was advised by th. 
said Larkin and several of his friends that he ough; 
not to go to Columbia. 

This deponent declares that he intended no dig. 
respect to the committee or to Congress. : 

D. C. GIST. 
Sworn to before me, this the lst day of October, 187). 

j A. D. SPEARS, 

Clerk and Official Magistrate 


at Union Court-House, and supposed t 


Sours CaRo.ina, Union county: 

Personally appeared Dr. A. W. Thomson, of the 
county and State aforesaid, and after being dy\ 
sworn deposes and says: that he isthe regular fami); 
physician of David C. Gist, of the same State and 
county; that at the time the sub-committee of th, 
congressional investigating committee, consisting 
of Messrs. VAN TruMP and STEVENSON of Ohio, and 


| Scorr of Pennsylvania, were taking testimony at 


this place, the wife of the said David C. Gist was 
dangerousiy sick, she was suffering from a severe 
attack of fever, and was at the same time in daily 
expectation of being delivered of a child; that she 
was in this condition while said sub-committee was 
at this place, and when her said husband was sum- 
moned to appear before said subcommittee in C 

lumbia, and at the time the committee remained in 
Columbia; that hearing the said David C. Gist would 
be summoned he advised him to go to Unionvil\: 
which is only afew miles from his home,daily fora few 
hours to save his wife the agitation that she would 
probably undergo if he should be summoned from 
home with her knowledge; and that the said Gist 


| did attend at Unionville for a few hours daily whi 


the said committee were there; that said Gist was 
summoned to appear in Columbia on the night be- 
fore the committee departed for that place. 
A. W. THOMSON. 
Sworn before me, this lst October, 1871. 
A.'D. SPEARS, 
Clerk and Official Magistrate. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I ask the 
attention of the Senate to the resolution aj 
pointing this committee. All these witnesses 
were summoned to appear, not before the com 
mittee, but before a sub-committee of the com 
mittee. Now, nothing is better settled than 
that if a body has not jurisdiction to examin 
any subject, there can be no contempt of 
witness for failing to appear before it. If, for 
instance, a court has no jurisdiction of a sub- 
ject at all, no person can be in contempt for 
not obeying the process of that court, because 
a court that is without jurisdiction is the sawe 
as no court at all. The question then is, had 
this sub-committee jurisdiction to compe! the 
attendance of witnesses, or even to summon 
them and require their attendance and to take 
their testimony? I say ithad not. Isay that the 
resolution appointing this committee limited 
the power to take testimony to the commitiee 
itself, and did not give power to a sub-commit 
tee to take any testimony whatsoever. [hat 
is to be determined by the language of the 
resolution. 

Before reading it, let me remind the Senate 
that we have heard a great deal said within the 
last week about the sanctity of persons and 
papers, and how injurious it would be and how 
contrary to the principles of constitutioval 


'| liberty it would be if we were to have roving 


commissions to drag persons and search papers 
at its pleasure. 


Without subscribing to all 


1871. 
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that has been said on that subject, I subscribe | 

t thus far: that whoever assumes to have | 
o® ower to require the attendance of persons 
a a production of papers must have a clear | 
ht to do 80, and that every doubt is to be | 


the | 
= 1 

sont 
Saha against the jurisdiction. That I hold 
: ‘be sound doctrine. I do hold that the lib- 
= in individual is so sacred, and that the 
canctity of his papers is so protected and 
guarded by the Constitution and by the law, 
that wherever there 1s a doubt as to the right 


ertY ot { 


to require the attendance of the one or the || 
0 


production of the other that doubt is to be 
resolved against the jurisdiction. Itis not suffi 
cjent to rely on What may have been the inten- 
tion of Congress in passing this resolution. 
That will not do. Whatever may be the inten- 
tion of the legislature in passing an act, unless 
the language of that act give effect to that 
intention the intention cannot have that effect. 


That is familiar doctrine with all the lawyers | 


here, There must not only be the intention, 
hut the intention must be expressed. You 
f§nd the intention of the legislature in the words 


of its statutes, in the language it has used, and | 


unless that language expresses the intention, 


however much you may believe from matters | 


dehors the statute that the legislature intended 


so and so, you cannot give etfect to the alleged | 


‘ntention which is not expressed. 
With those rules in our mind let us look at 
the resolution appointing this committee: 


‘Resolved by the Senate of the United States, (the 
House of Representatives concurring,) That a joint 
committee, consisting of seven Senators and four- 
teen Representatives, be appointed, whose duty it 
shall be to inquire into the condition of the late 
jnsurrectionary States so far as regards the execu- 
tion of the laws and the safety of the lives and prop- 


erty of the citizens of the United States, with leave | 


to report at any time during the next or any subse- 


quent session of Congress the result of their invest- || mittee had precisely the same powers while 


igation to either or both Houses of Congress, with 
such recommendations as they may deem expedi- 
ent.” 

That is the first clause. Now, you will ob- 
serve that there is notin this clause any power 
whatever to send for a person or to require 


the production of a paper or to administer an | 
oath to a witness; andif, as has been asserted | 


here, that power must be expressly given, it 
cannot be contended for a moment that any 
such power is contained in the clause I have 
read. Itis simply the appointment. ~f a com- 
mittee to inquire into these matters and to 
report to Congress. 
not considered to authorize the sending for 


persons and papers is what immediately fol- 
lows: 


“That said committee be authorized to employ | 


clerks and stenographers, to sit during the recess, to 
send for persons and papers, to administer oaths, 
and to take testimony.” 

Who is to do that? Who has authority 
‘to send for persons and papers, to adminu- 
ister oaths, and take testimony?’’ It is ‘‘ said 
committee. ”’ 


had the authority as to say that two or three 
had it. You might as well say that though 
your Supreme Court consists of nine judges, 
one judge shall have the powers that the whole 
court possesses. No, sir, no one will pretend 
that so far there is any authority given to a 
sub-committee to take testimony. 
nothing inherent in the appointment of a com- 
mittee which authorizes the appoin'inent by 
it of a sub-committee to do its duty. It isa 
fiduciary relation that the committee bears to 
the body that appoints it. 
that duty upon somebody else; it cannot de- 
volve it upon a portion of its members, much 
688 upon three members out of twenty-one. 

It has no right to devolve it unless that au- 
thority is given expressly. 
examine witnesses is a power given to a com- 
mittee of twenty-one; and, as we know, on all 
joint committees there must bea majority of the 


members of each body present. to constitute a | 
To make a quorum | 


quorum of the committee. 
of that committee it was required that there 
should be four Senators present, and that there 


What shows that that was | 


That is all; and you might as | 
well say that one member of this committee | 


There is || 





| do it in a dozen cases. 


It cannot devolve | 


The power given to | 
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should be eight Representatives present, mak- 
ing twelve necessary to constitute a quorum of 


thatcommittee, which was autborized ‘to send | 
for persons and papers, to administer oaths | 


and take testimony.’’ Here was a sub-com- 
mittee of three, as I understand the matter, 
undertaking to exercise these duties which could 
not be exercised by less than twelve, and I say 
the com mittee had no power to delegate to three 
men those functions, those faculties, those 
powers that were devolved by Congress upon 
the committee, and upon the committee alone. 

There is a provision about a sub-committee, 
and | am coming to it. This sub-committee 


| provision strengthens my argument, because 
p gz g 


there is not one word in it in regard to sub- 
committees that authorizes a sub-committee 
to summon any witness or to take any testi- 
mony. 


‘*That said committee be authorized to employ 
clerks and stenographers, to sit during the recess, 
to send for persons and papers, to administer oaths, 
and take testimony.” 


That is the second clause of the resolution, 


and then comes the third clause of the resolu- | 


tion: 

‘‘And to visit at their discretion, through sub- 
committees, any portions of said States during the 
recess of Congress.’’ 

That is all. 
how the thing is, is this—I beg the attention 
of the lawyers of this body to it—— 

Mr. SCOTT. May I ask my friend at that 


point for what purpose they were to visit the | 


southern States ? 

Mr. THURMAN. To enjoy the hospitalities 
of the South, and to see for themselves. 

Mr.SCOTT. Not to carry out the previous 
direction of the resolution? 

Mr. THURMAN. Not at all. This com- 
Congress was in session that it had during the 
recess. Will any man denythat? It is author- 
ized to sit during the session of Congress, and 
it is authorized to sit during the recess. It 


had precisely the same power during the ses- | 


sion of Congress that it had during the recess 
of Congress; and now I ask my friend to 
point to me one word in this resolution that 


authorizes the appointment of a sub-commit- | 


tee during the session of Congress. There is 
no such word in it. It is only a power to 
appoint a sub-committee to visit the South 
during the recess. That is all of it. Ifa sub- 


committee could be appointed with power to | 


summon witnesses, to compel their attend- 


ance, and to take testimony during the recess, | 


it could do it during the session of Congress; 
and no such power was given to it at all. The 


power of the committee is therefore limited in | 


that respect, and the right to visit the South 
by sub-committees is simply a right to send 
gentlemen down South who might see with 


their own eyes the situation of the country | 


and acquire such information as they could 


get with their own ears, and not to summon | 


witnesses and not to take testimony. 

Why, sir, it has not been a very extraordin- 
ary thing to send out committees without power 
to take testimony, that they may see with their 
own eyes what is the condition of affairs. 
send a jury out to visit the premises very often 
in an action of ejectment: in a trial for mur- 


der you send the jury to the place where the | 


homicide was committed tc take a view; you 
In the case of almost 
every nuisance that is tried you send the jury 
to see. They take no testimony; they hear 


| no witness; they simply use their eyes; and 
so these gentlemen might be sent to the South 
| to see tor themselves whether it were true that 


that country was in a condition that required 
martiallaw tobe proclaimed. Sir, if thatcoun 


| try was in a state of insurrection that required | 


martial law to be proclaimed and the writ of 


habeas corpus to be suspended, if that was its | 


condition, it required no testimony to preve it. 
The gentlemen who wesi down there would 


|| see it with their own eyes; they would hear it 
| with their own ears; it required no process to | 


I will read it now all in connection: | 


And now, what shows at once | 


| adjourn. 


You | 
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call up reluctant witnesses. Congress thought 
fit to say ‘‘You may go down and see with your 
own eyes; you may examine witnesses here 
during the session of Congress; you may ex- 
amine witnesses during the recess; and you 


| may see whether they have told the truth when 


they have described the condition of affairs 


| down there, by sending some of your own 


members to look at the very ground which 
they say is occupied by a revolution or an ia 
surrection.’’ ‘Thatis what Congress has stated ; 
but I do not care what Congress meant. The 


| thing is that the meaning ot Congress must be 


expressed before you can give it effect, and 
there is not one single word in this resolution 
that authorizes a sub-committee to take testi- 
mony at all. 

I shall therefore feel bound, when I can get 
the floor, and this matter is disposed of, to 
move to reconsider the resolution in the other 
case, and I shall be compelled to vote against 
this resolution upon this ground. !| was not 
here when this question came up before. This 
is the first time that my attention has been 
called to it. I know nothing of any one of 
these individuals. They may be the worstmen 
in the world for aught that Lknow. They may 
be engaged in the worst cause. [ have con 
demned this Ku Klux business again and again 
in this Senate as strongly as anybody can con- 
demn it, but that is not the question here. The 
question here is simply one of law—what is the 
power that you conferred on this committee? 
If you did not confer on them the power to 
appoint sub-committees to roam over the coun- 
try and take testimony, then these sub-com- 
mittees bave no jurisdiction for any such pur- 
pose, and nobody can be condemned for dis- 
obeying their process. 


Mr. POMEROY. The Senate has worked 


hard for a day or two past. I move that we 
| proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


ness, after which I hope that the Senate will 
This matter must go over until to- 
morrow, I suppose. 

Mr. CONKLING. I wish my honorable 
friend would withdraw that motion one mo- 
ment to allow me to make a suggestion to him. 
A special order has been made for one o’ clock 
to-morrow. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What was that? 

Mr. CONKLING. While my honorable 
triend from Vermont was out, at the request 
of the Senator from South Carolina, as I 
understand, the amnesty bill, so called, was 
made the special order for to-morrow at one 
o'clock. We have already fixed Thursday as 
the day on which the recess is to begin, and I 
wish to suggest to the honorable Senator from 
Kansas that this resolution now pending, if it 
is ever to be disposed of, should be disposed 
of at once, and not allowed to drift so as to 
consume not only the time that is to elapse 


| between now and the beginning of the vacation, 


but to return to plague us afier the holidays; 
and I submit to all Senators that a number of 
occurrences have admonished us of the pro- 
priety of beginning pretty soon something of 
substance in which we are in earnest. Cer- 
tainly there is enough to begin upon. 

Mr. POMEROY. I think we shall not be 
likely to dispose of this question to-day. If I 
thought the Senate were ready for a vote | 
would not insist upon my motion; but I am 
confident that there are other Senators who 
desire to addreges the Senate, and as there will 
be hardly time for much of an executive ses- 
sion unless we proceed to it now, I renew the 
raction that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of executive business. 

Mr. SCOTT. I hope the Senator will with- 
draw the motion. I think we can secure a vote 
on this matter before very long, and I wisa to 
get it out of the way of other business. I agree 
very much with the Senator from New York. 

Mr. POMEROY. If the Senator has any 
knowledge that we can come to a vote, I will 
not cam in the way. I am always ready for 
& vote. 
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Mr. SCOTT. [| hope we shall, and I do not 
desire to. morrow to be in the position of hav- 
ing to antagonize this resoiution with the bill 


which the Senator trom South Carolina 1s 


desiro is of gettiny up. 
Mr. POMERGY. That will not interfere 
with me. I am rather desirous cf antago- 


nizing them, 


Mi THURMAN. ] move to reconsider the 
her re olution. 

fhe PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ax 
HONY in the chair That motion will be 
jtered The question 18 n the motion of 


1¢ Senator from Kansa 
ceed to the consideration of 
Ihe 


ion 


, that the Senate pro- 
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in doors 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 


Tue December 19, 1871. 
The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burien, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved 
MESSAGE 


DAY, 


FROM THE SENATE 


A message from the Senate was communi- 
cated to the House by Mr. Sympson, one of 
lerk that the Senate had 
passed, with amendments, in which the con 


is Cc announcing 


currence of the House was requested, a joint 
resolution (Il. R. No. 65) relating to the lim 
itation of steam pressure on towing and freight 
boats on the Mississippi river and its tributa 


ries, 
SUSPENSION OF NATIONAL BANKS 
Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts, by unani 
mous consent, reported from the Committee 


ou Banking and Curreney the following res- 


tion; which was read, considered, and 
adopted: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Banking and 
Currency be instructed to examine into the causes 
of the recent suspension of national banks, and to 


consider if any additional legislation is necessary to 
guard against such suspensions in the future. 


CHIPPEWAY RIVER 


Mr. CONGER, by unanimous consent, sub 
mitted the following preamble and resolution ; 
which were read, considered, and adopted : 


| 


Whereas it is alleged that obstructions have been 
placed in the main channel of the Chippeway river, 
a navigable tributary of the Mississippi, at points 
below thecity of Chippeway Falls, the head of navi- 
gation of said river, seriously interfering with the 
commerce of the sams, and that divers schemes are 
being projected, which, if permitted, will result in 
the further embarassment of navigation: Therefore, 

Resolved, That :he Committee cu Commerce be 
requested to inquire into the present state of the || 
Chippeway river so far as the same has been navi- 
gated by steamboats, and if, in their judgment, any 
action on the part of Congress be required to effect 
the removal of such obstructions, or prevent the | 
erection of works in said river which shall injare its 
navigation, to report by bill or otherwise. 


OF STEAM 


REGULATION 


The SPEAKER. The Senate has returaed 
to the House a joint resolution (H. R. No. 65) 
relating to the limitation of steam pressure on | 
towing and freight boats on the Mississippi 
river and its tributaries, with amendments | 
changing it to a bill (H. R. No. 773.) 

Mr. CONGER. 1 ask unanimous consent 
to have those amendments concurred in. 


PRESSURE. 


No objection being make, the amendments 
were taken from the Speaker's table, and con- 
curred in. 

The SPEAKER. Members will observe 
that the Senate is very stringent in exacting 
that legislation shal] be in the form of bills 
and not joint resolviions. 


DUTY ON SALT. 
Mr. DUELL, by unanimous consent, pre- | 
sented the memorial of the Sait Company of || 


| statements; to receive only such facts as are true, 


| gestions and considerations which, as it seems to us, | 
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Onondaga, the Saginaw and Bay SaltCompany || 
and the Ohio River Salt Company, in relation | 
to the duty on sait; which was ordered to be | 
referred to the Committee of Ways and | 
Means, and to be printed in full in the Daily 
Globe. 

he following is the memorial referred to: |! 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States: 
Your memorialists, the Salt Company of Onondaga, 
the Saginaw and Bay Salt Company, and the Ohio 
River Salt Company respectfully, show: That in- 
formation has reached them to the effect that singu- 
lar and extraordinary statements,in printed form, 
have recently been put into circulation for the pur- 
pose of procuring petitions in favor of the repeal 
or some sudden and violent change in the duty on 
imported salt. These statements are put forth inthe 
form of a printed circular, issued from the salt im- 
porting houses in Boston, and sent throughout the 
country, accompanied by printed petitions and a 
request that such petitions be signed and forwarded 
to Congress. Your memorialists are also informed 
that credulous persons are signing the said petitions 
and sending them forwardto your honorable bodies. 
The circular to which we refer is now before us, 
and it presents a tissue of fable quite as extraor- 
dinary as any we have ever seen or read of. It sets 
forth— 
First. That the present tariffon salt is two hun- 
dred per cent., and that it doubles the cost of salt 


tothe consumer, without proportional revenue to ||! 
the Government. In refutation of this statement 
we refer your honorable bodies to the actual tariff 
as established in 1864, which is precisely eighteen 
cents per one hundred pounds. By looking at the 


quotations in the New York market, it will be seen 
that this duty does not exceed twenty-five te thirty 
per cent. upon the average price and value of the 
different kinds of foreign salt in that market; and 
as to the revenue received by the Government from 
that source, we beg to state that under a free trade | 
tariff, as it was in 1860, equal to about one and one- 
half cents per bushel, the duties amounted to only 
$214,000 on an importation of about fourteen million | 
bushels annuaily; whereas, under the tariff as it now 
is, the revenue upon an annual importation of only 
twelve million bushels amounts to between a million 
and a million and a half dollars, being more than 
six times greater. 

Secondly.—The circular aforesaid states that ‘‘ the 
people pay to the salt monopolists $10,000,000 per an- 


} num, increased cost of salt caused by the outrageous | 


duty upon that article.’’ This statement surpasses 
anything in the Tales of the Genii, or the Arabian 
Nights Entertainments. The price of domestic salt 
to-day in all the markets of the country, deducting 
theactual costof barrel or package,of transportation, 
and expenses of sale, does not exceed twenty-three 
cents per bushel; and, inasmuch as the whole quan 
tity produced in the United States does not amount 
to more than twenty million bushels annually, the 
said salt monopolists receive only the sum of $4,- 
600,000 for manufacturing ail the domestic salt annu- 
ally consumed inthis country. From thisstatement, 
which we are prepared to verify at any time or place, 
it will be seen that the whole people of the United 
States pay for the actual manufacture of American 
salt consumed by them less than one half of the sum 
which the circular aforesaid assures them that they 
pay for the mere increase of cost produced by the 
tariff alone. We beg leave to add that the price of 
our salt everywhere is not at all in excess of the 
actual cost of production, if we include in such cost 
a low rate of interest upon the capital invested. 
The cireular aforesaid concludes by asking those 
to whom itis sent to ‘do the needful” by procuring 
signatures and sending forward petitions. We, on 
the other hand, most respectfully ask of your honor- 
able bodies to pay no attention to such fabulous 


and such arguments as are pertinent, and to give to 
the subject the patient and dignified consideration 
which it merits. 

And, inasmuch as it is not our present purpose to | 
submit an argument, we conclude by respectfully | 
asking the attention of your honorable bodies to the 
documents which we shall forward without delay, | 
and which will exhibit all the facts connected with | 
this branch of industry,and will present the sug- 


ought to influence the action of Congress. 


Dated Deeember 15, 1871. H 
GEO. F. COMSTOCK, 
President Salt Company of Onondaga. 


President Ohio River Salt Company. 
H. M. FITZHUGH, 


President Saginaw and Bay Salt Company. 


V. B. HORTON, 





The annexed isacopy of the circular referred | 
to in the foregoing memorial : 


Dear Str: The present duty of two hundred per 
cent. on salt is a great wrong, for the reason that 
the cost of this necessary article is thereby nearly 
doubled without bringing proportionate revenue to 
the United States Treasury. 

The dear people pay into the hands of the salt 





| 
monopolists $10,000,000 per annuum, increased cost of | 
salt caused by this outrageous duty. The United 
States Government receives annually not more than 
$1,200,000 revenue from this article. 


Boston, November 7. 
A strong effort is being made to procure a repeal | 


| the United States was communicated to the 





Decembey 19, 


ie 





: a 
of this obnoxious tax, and you are requested to y: 
by procuring signatures to the petition se aid, 


: nt herewis: 
Please do the needful, and return by mail| om 


address, in time to be presente 
in December. 
Very respectfully, 
GEORGE E. DOWNES 
Importer and Dealer in Salt 
206 State street and 22 f ‘ommerce street 


GENEVA ARBITRATION, 


Mr. ELDRIDGE, by unanimous conser 
submitted the following resolution; which wan 
read, considered, and adopted: Pi 


Resolved, That theSecretary of State be 
to inform this House whether the statement of th 
case prepared by the agent of the United States ¢~ 
the use of the tribunal of arbitration at Geneya 
been printed, and if so, in what languages 
establishment, under what restrictions as «&; 
publicity, and what number of copies have 
printed; also to furnish a particular account of 
the disposition of each copy that has been distrib. 
uted, and a statement of the exact number of copies 


lin Congress early 


requested 


Va hag 
at What 
) undue 
been go 


| remaining on hand. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LOOMIS AERIAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY, 


Mr. BINGHAM, by unanimous consent. 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 772) to incorpo. 
rate the Loomis Aerial ‘Telegraph Company: 
which was read u first and second time. 
ordered to be printed, and referred to th 
Committee on Commerce. 


e 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, 

A message in writing from the President of 
House by Mr. Porter, his Private Secretary, 
who also informed the House that the Presi 
dent had approved and signed a bill of th: 
following title: 

An act (H. R. No. 602) to provide for 
deficiency in the appropriation for the expense 
of taking the ninth census of the United States, 


AMENDMENT OF PENSION 


Mr. VOORHEES. I ask unanimous con 
sent to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions and the War of 1812 be instructed to report 
a bill so amending the act of Congress of Februar 
14,1871, granting pensions to the surviving soldiers 
of the war of 1812 between the United States and 
Great Britain, as to include and place on the pen- 
sion-rol!s all persons now surviving who served at 
any time in the armies of the United States from th 
first breaking out of hostilities to the close thereof 
in the war known as the war of 1812, and during the 
Indian wars commencing with the battle of Tippe 
canoe and extending throughout the same period 


LAWS. 


| and further, that the said committee be instructed to 


report a bill extending the provisions of the act ol 
February 14, 1871, so as to give pensions to all! the 
widows of all persons who served in the war of 1812 
and with the Indian tribes, commencing with the 


|| battle of Tippecanoe, no matter whether their mar 
| riages took place before or during or after said war 


Mr. DAWES. I suggest to the gentleman 
whether he would not be satisfied to have the 
committee inquire simply into the expediency 
of the measure proposed, without a positive 
instruction ? 

Mr. VOORHEES. I am satisfied that if the 
House were acquainted with the circumstances 
it would adopt the resolution in its present 
form. The survivors of the battle of Tippe- 
canoe are not included in any law on the sub 
ject of pensions at this time. If, however. the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] 
insists upon the resolution being modified in 
the manner he suggests, I will accept the modi: 
fication. 

Mr. DAWES. I wish to say that I do no! 
oppose the proposition ; but I know that the 
committee have under consideration a modifi 
cation of the pension laws so as to reach thos: 
included. 

Mr. VOORHEES. 
lution be modified. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. VoorHees] inodifies his resolutiou 
so as to direct the committee to inquire into 
the expediency of reporting a bill, instead of 
instructing them peremptoriiy. 


Very well ; let the reso 
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vr. WILLA RD. Let me say that there are 
ow before the committee bills covering the 
, “» subjeet of this resolution. 
mThe resolution, 48 modified, was agreed to. 


geDEMPTION OF FIVE-TWENTY BONDS. 


Mr. PERRY, of New York, by tinanimous 
seat, submitted the following resolution ; 
‘OLS 9 * = 7 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
“ 
Resolved That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
vated to inform this body what amount, if any, 
ET an redeemed of the $20,000,000 of five-twenty 
a is on which notice has been given that interest 
will ceage on and after the 7th day of March next. 


MAIL ROUTES. 





Mr. WELLS, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 


. | 
read. considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed 
+o furnish the House with a statement ef such mail 
routes in the States of Texas, Arkansas, and Oregon, 
and the Territories of New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, 
Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, Washington, and the 
Indian territory, en which during the years 1870 and 
i871 mail service other than by railroad and steam- | 
boat has been increased above the amount for which 
the Postmaster General originally advertised ; also, 
the amount of compensation paid for the original 
service, and the amount of compensation paid for 
the increased service; and also, the names of tne 
eoptractor or contractors on said routes. 


AMENDMENT OF POSTAL LAWS. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I ask consent to 


report back from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Reads a very important bill 
which the interest of the Post Othee Depart- 
ment require should be passed before the Ist 
of January. It is designed to do away with 
what is called *‘ straw bidding’’—to prevent 
frauds in the bidding for the carrying of the 
mails. I have been directed by the committee | 
to report @ substitute for two bills. The sub- 
stance of the bill providing for the use of postal 
cards has been appended to anotker bill in the 
form of a new section; but this | shall not 
press if members of the House object. The 





other measure, | am sure, no member will ob |! 


ject to when it has been explained. ‘lhe two 
bills for which the committee desire to report a 
substitute are the bill (H. R No. 609) relating 
to proposals and contracts for the transporta- 
tion of the mails, and for other purposes, and 
the bill (H. R. No. 455) authorizing the Post- 
master General to issue one cent correspond- 
ence or post cards. 

The SPEAKER. The substitute which, if 
there be no objection, will be considered as 
an original bill, will be read for information, 
after which there will be opportunity for objee- 
tion to the consideration of the measure. 

The substitute was read. 

It provides in the first section that any per- | 
son or persons bidding for transportation of 
the mails upon any route which may be adver- 
tised to be let, and receiving an award of the 
contract for such service, who shal! willfully 
refuse or fail to enter into a contract with the 
Postmaster General in due form, and perform 
the service described in his or their bid or 
proposal, shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and on conviction thereof be punished 
by a fine not exceeding $5,000 and by impris- 
onment for aterm not exceeding twelve months, 

The second section provides that no bidder 
for carrying the mails shall be released from his 








obligation under his bid or proposal, notwith- 
standing an award made to a lower bidder, 
until a contract for the designated service 
shall have been duly signed by such lower bid- 
der and accepted. 

The third section provides that the Post- 
master General shall have power to reject bids 
for mail service which shall appear to him, 
upon due investigation, to be fraudulent or 
hetitious; in all which cases he shall report 
the facts to Congress. 

The fourth section provides that after a reg- 
ular bidder or contractor shall have failed 
either to enter into contract or to fulfill his con- 
tract when made the Postmaster General shall 
proceed to contract, on the best obtainabie 
terms, with any responsible party, whether 


| « bidder or not, for the rerformance of the 
| service for the residue of the contract term, | 
| or any part thereof. 


| that such acting officer shall, for the time 





of the fourth section of the act of March 3, 


accompany bids be, and ihe same is hereby, 


the sickness or unavoidable absence from his | 
| office of the postmaster of any money-order || 
post office he may, with the approval of the || 

Postmaster General authorize the chief clerk. \| 
| or some other clerk employed therein, to act |} 


| nated assistants or clerks in charge of stations 
from the issue of money-orders under the pro- | 
visions of this act, and for all moneys which 
| 
| 
j 





The fifth section provides that the prevision 


1871, requiring certified checks or drafia to || 


repealed. 
The sixth section provides that in case of | 


in his place, and to discharge all the duties | 





required by law of such postmaster; provided | 
that the official bond given by the principal | 
of the office shall be held to cover and apply 
to the acts of che person appointed to act in 
his place in such cases; and provided further 


being. be subject to all the liabilities and pen 
alties prescribed by law for the official mis 
conduct, in like cases, of the postmaster for 
whom he shall act. 

The seventh section provides that the post 
master of every city where branch post offices | 
or stations are established and in operation, | 
subject to his supervision, is hereby authorized, | 
under the direction of the Postmaster General, | 
to issue, or to cause to be issued, by any of | 
his assistants or clerks in charge of branch | 
post offices or stations, postal money-orders 
payable at his own orat any other money-order 
office, or at any branch post office or station 
of his own, or of any other money- order office, 
as the remitters thereof may direct; and that 
the postmaster and his sureties shall in every 


| 
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Mr. FARNSWORTH. It is very important 


we should act on this biil at once. The gen- 


|| tleman can make his motion to strike out that 


part of the bill. 
Mr. NIBLACK. 


Let the bill be printed 
and go over. 


You cannot get it through in 


| this way. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. To let it go over 
only defeats the object of the bill. It is neces- 
sary to have it in operation by the Ist of Jan- 
uary, and it will save the Government many 
thousand doliars. 

Mr. NIBLACK. There is too large a cat 
in this meal to allow it to yo through in this 
way. I object. 


CUSTOM-HOUSK AND NAVY-YARD, NEW YORE. 


Mr. KINSELLA. Lask unanimous consent 
to submit the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expend- 
itures be directed to investigate and report to this 
House the number of persons, if any, engaged as 
clerks, laborers, &c., or for any other purpose, or 
pretended purpose, in the custom-house at New 
York, or the navy-yard at Breoklyn, New York, 
immediately preceding the late election in the State 
of New York; on whose recommendation they were 
appointed; how long they were retained in the ser- 
vice of the Government, and from what fund they 
were paid for such real or pretended services. 


Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. 
WAG#S AND HOURS OF LABOR. 


Mr. HOAR. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being 
called for, the morning hour begins at five 
minutes past one o’clock, and the House re- 
sumes consideration of the bill (AH. R. No. 374) 
reported by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Hoar] to provide for the appointment 
of a commission on the subject of the wages 


| object. 


ease be held accountable upon his official bond || and hours of labor and the division of profits 


for all moneys received by him or his desig- 


may come into his or their hands, or be placed 


in his or their custody by reason of the trans- | 


action by them of money order business. And 
all the provisions of law now in force respect- 
ing the issue and the payment of money-orders 
and the disposal of money-order funds in the 
custody of postmasters shall apply to all 
money-orders issued under the authority given 
by this act, and to ali moneys received from 
the issue thereof. 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
' 


‘from the civil service,’’ 


between labor and capital in the United States. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar } 
has ten minutes of his hour remaining. 

Mr. HOAR. I yield the remainder of my 
hour to the chairman of the committee, the 
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Perce. ] 

Mr. PERCE. Before submitting any re 
marks, I offer the following amendment: 

Insert in section one, line five, instead of the words 
' | servi the words *‘ who shal! be 
selected from civil life solely, with reference to their 
character and capacity for an honest and impartial 
investigation.” 

This amendment, Mr. Speaker, is intended 
to cover the amendment of the gentleman from 





The eighth section provides that the Post- 
master General is hereby authorized to cause 


the United States, for the service of the Post 
Office Department, the net proceeds of the 
money-order business, and that the receipts 
of the Posi Office Department, derived from 
this source, during each quarter, shall be 
entered by the Auditor of the Treasury forthe 
Post Office Department in the accounts of 


| said Department, under the head of ‘‘ Revenue 
| from money-order business.”’ 


The ninth section provides that to facilitate 


| correspondence and provide for the transmis- 


sion in the mails of messages or other short 
communications at a reduced rate of postage 
the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to furnish to the public, 
at a cost of on» cent each, including postage, 
** correspondence’’ or ‘* post cards,’’ manufac 
tured of good stiff paper, with postal stamps 


embossed or impressed thereon, of such form | 


and size as he shall deem best adapted for 
general use; which cards shall be used under 
regulations to be prescribed by tae Postmaster 
General. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I rise to a point of order, 

lhe SPEAKER. Is there objection to con- 
sidering this bill now? 

Mr. HALDEMAN. I object. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. If the objection is 
to the latter part of the bill, I will withdraw 





| 
| 
| 
| 


all except the provisions in reference to the || 
fraudulent proposals for carrying of the mails. || hensive question which is involved in this bill, 


Mr. HALDEMAN. 
section. 


| 


to be placed to the credit of the Treasurer of |} vania, [Mr. KiLuincen. } 


1 


} 
| 
| 
| 





| 


I object to the fourth bey it ought to be debated. 


Massachusetts, [Mr. Bawnxks,] and also the 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
But | desire before 
I proceed further to make some arrangement, 
if possible, with the other side of the House 
in regard to the conducting of the debate upon 
this bill. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish to ask the gen 
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. Perce] if he 
will allow me now to offer a substitute for the 
bill? 

Mr. PERCE. If the gentleman will wait a 
moment, | will propose something which J] 
hope will meet his views. I propose, as we 
on this side of the House will have oceupied 
one hour of the time, after I have concluded 
my remarks then to yield an hour to the other 
side of the House, to be distributed as to the 
gentlemen on the committee from that side of 
the House may seem best. And in that time 
any amendments that are desired to be offered 
can be offered _by gentlemen on that side. | 
propose then, with the consent of the other 
side, to call the previous question, and after 
ihe previous question is seconded we propose, 
with the consent of the other side, to divide 
the hour given us with the other side of the 
House, so that the debate may be entirely 
equal, and that the bill may be disposed of to- 
day. I make that proposition. and desire to 
know if it meets the views of gentlemen on 
the other side. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It is a very compre- 
The door ought 
not, it seems to me, to be suddenly closed 


mtn 








omnes nhiteihihinstatie it RMT TE.J 


if 
E 
g 
a 
£ 
f 


TORTS eT FT Hy ON 


a 


OF ons 





218 


against discussion. I donot desire to procras 


tinate, but | do think it is proper that we 
should have ample tims to discuss the propo- 
sition submitted to u 

Mr. HOAR. Of course it is within the 
power of the gentieman to object put will he 
suggest some time when he thinks it would be 
agreeable to him and those who think with him 
to close the debate ? 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


I will say that, so far as 


{ am myself concerned, it will take a very 
short time to express my views. I desire to 
offer a substitute for the bill, which | think 
will probably meet the ay probation of gen 


side of 
o! ge ntiemen on the 
also. 


emen on this he H muse, and | hope 
of the House 
I do not suppose it will take me half an 
hour to submit the remarks which | desire to 


offer. 


other F de 


Mr. PERCE. I see no objection to the 
offering of the amendment cof the gentleman 
from Ohio | My CAMPBELI | under the prop- 


It would give an entire hour 
side of the 


osition I mad 
to that House, in which the gen 
tleman would be at libe 
tion. 


Mr. 


get the 


rly to offer his resolu 


CAMPBELI I 
flo yf ben, and I 
to allow me to offer the 

Mr. PERCE. I will not object to it after 
we have made an arrangement with regard to 
conducting the debate 

The SPEAKER. The gentieman from Mis 
sissippi | Mr l’erce) proposes that after the 
side of the H yuse not req resented by himselt 


may not be able to 
ask the gentlemaa 


amendment now 


shall have oc ipled One hour, he will then call 
the previous question and divide equally the 
hour to which he will then be entitled between 
the two sides of the House. 

Mr. SYORM. to an arrange 
ment of that sort as binding on the genilemen 
on this side of the House. 

Phe SPEAKER 


mad: 


l canno 


agret 


ifno arrargementcan be 
by unanimous consent, it will of course 
gen leman wh » las 
the bill to test the seuse 
long the debate shall continue. 

Mr. SVOKM. If should 
date the ge itlemen on the 
think the gentiemen on this side 
desire to discuss the qu 
can he done ln one h mul 

Mr. PERCE. Will the ger 
side then be kind en 


ild be 


be open lo the 


charge ol 
of the House as to hew 
like to accommo 
But | 
ot tne House 


stion more fully than 


other side. 


that 
hour 
willlug the debate shouid 


tlemen on 
uugh to indicate an 
when they wo: 
close ? 

Mr. STORM. [ cannot statean hour. My 
proposition would rather be to fix the day for 
closing the debate 

Mr. PERCE 
the debate 
to-day. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Perce] talks of ** this side’’ 
and ‘* the other s cle 
to divide the House as a party que glion,. 
to be 


Dem crats on the other. 
+} 


According to my proposition, 


would be closed at three o’ clock 


as if this question were 
i is if 
side and all 
I do not understand 
to be considered a Repub 
ican who does not fay 
Mr. DAWES. 
the permission of the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi, that Thursday has been set apart for 
gene ral debate in this House, and it seems to 
me very desirable that we dispose of this ques 
tion on Thursday Chat wilt insure a full 
attendance of members ov each side, and I 
kuow that is most desirable | Laughter. } 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. That is a good day 
for it 
Mr. DAWES. I desire to suggest, there- 
fore, thatan hour be fixed on Thursday for 
taking the vote on this measure, and I ask 
the gentleman from Miss ssippi to consent io 
that. My friend from Tennessee [Mr. May 
NARD] has intimated that he does not desire 
to make a speech on Thursday, «nd that any 
anxiety he has on the subject of debate is a 
benevoleut one, and not a personal one. 


all Republicar 5 were on one 


M4 a man 18 not 
1 

vv this measure 

| would like to suggest, with 


| 
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nice enr. 


suggest to him that we dispose of this ques*ion 
on Thursday. 
Mr. PERCE. 
am perfectly willing to agree to that arrange- 
meni. 
Mr. MAYNARD. 


I hope my friend from 





| regard to this bill. 


Massachusetts has served too long in this House || 


| 
| 


with me to suppose that I would be capable of || 
making such a movementas I made yesterday || 


on grounds personal to myself. 

Mr. DAWES. I know my friend did not, 
but I was afraid that some one would think he 
did. { Laughter. } 

Mr. MAYNARD. I will inform the gen- 
tleman more fully than I was able to do yes- 
terday that I find, by reference to the Speaker's 
page, that there is quite a long list of gentle- 
men who desire to avail themselves of such an 
opportunity for general debate. 1 am obliged, 


therefore, to withhold my assent to his propo- 


sition. 

Mr. DAWES. 
that he will warrant a continuance of the ses- 
sion on Thursday fifteen minutes. 

Mr. MAYNARD. The gentleman is very 
unreasonable to expect me to do anything of 
the kind. 

Mr. KILLINGER. I rise to a point of 
order. Itis that the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi is entitled to the floor, and must go on 
or surrender the floor. 


The SPEAKER. It does not naturally 


'the many topics that are constantl 


I wish my friend would say || 


follow that because the gentleman is entitled || 


to the floor he must go on. 
Mr. BINGHAM. 


man from Mississippi to let the debate go on 


{ Laughter. ] 


until one o'clock to-morrow, and then call the | 


previous question. 

Mr. PERCE. I desire to say that I hope 
this matter will be open to full debate, and I 
only want an expression from the other side 


| of the House that they will consent to some | 


time at which the debate shali close. 1 want 
it understood so that there may be no feeling 


I appeal to the gentle- | 


about the matter at all, and if the gentlemen | 


| on the other side will suggest any hour when 
we can close the debate on this question, I shall | 


be willing to agree to it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I submit to the gentle- 
inan that it is best for him to adopt my sug- 
gestion, and let the debate go on until one 
o'clock to-morrow. 

Mr. STORM. Icannotuagree to fix upon any 
hour. Why not jet the debate run on for an 
hour and then see what is the temper of the 
House 7? 

Mr. 


PERCE. Will the gentleman agree 


| House without a thorough and searching jp. 


Mr. PERCE. 1| will now resume tho fio, 


and give notice that to-morrow at one 0’ clocl. 


So far as I am concerned, I || I will call the previous question. And] decline 


to yield further at this time. 

I desire to say very few words myse f in 
It is a matter so entire’, 
clear in all its bearings that I have thought 
and still believe it must meet the views of 
every thinking mind.* I do not desire to sia 


upon any question that comes before ¢h 
> this 


ITely 


vestigation. In the present organization of 
the House it is impossible for every individys) 
member to be thoroughly conversant with all 
Y Springip 

up before us. ia 
I am not prepared to say that any legislation 

is required upon the great labor questions that 
are now looming up before the public ming 
At the same time | am not prepared to ms 
that very much and very judicious leyislatjoy 
may not be required upon this great s 


: 


ubject, 


| But I am prepared to say that with a commis. 


sion such as is contemplated by this bill every 
member of this House will be prepared to act 
wisely and judiciously whenever the subjeq 
comes properly before them. 

I am very sorry to see that individual mem. 
bers on the other side of the House are 
attempting to make this a pclitical question, 
There is absolutely no political question 
involved in the consideration of this bill. |, 
was offered in the interest of the laboring man 
as a laboring man, and not as a partisan. [yp 
my judgment, it should commend itself to the 
favor of every man in this House. In this 
country government is so constituted that the 
few do not represent and contro! the mary, 


| The whole theory of our Government is based 
| upon the principle that all its citizens, high and 


low, rich and poor, learned and unlearned, 
foreign born and of native birth, shall take a 
part and actively codperate in carrying out the 
policy of that Government, aud we simply 
propose to pause a moment and ask the great 
controlling class whether we are so conducting 
public affairs as tc be for or against what they 
conceive to be their interest. 

I desire an authorized agent of the Govern- 
ment to go to the officers of the labor societies, 


|| to the leaders among the laboring men, and to 
| the laborer himself, und ask what, if anything, 


that the vote shall be taken at one o’clock to- | 


morrow ? 

Mr. STORM. I cannot. 

Mr. HOAR. I ask leave to make a sug- 
gestion to the chairman of the committee, and 
it is that the proposition of the chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee be adopted, and that 
at one o'clock to-morrow the previous question 
be called on the bill and all the then pending 
amendments. The House can then continue 
the debate on this subject to-day, and, if they 
desire it, this evening, but certainly to day, 
as long as they choose, and again for the first 
hour to morrow. The morning hour is not 


cut off, as 1 understand it, unless somebody 


proposes some other business. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour runs, 
unless something of a higher privilege super- 
venes. 


Mr. COX. I beg to say to the gentleman 


from Mississippi that no arrangements can be | 
made with this side of the House to fix an | 


hour when the vote on this bi!l shall be taken. 
Gentlemen upon this side desire to debate this 


| is amiss. 


| desire the laboring men of Amer 


' ica to feel that they are closely ailied to the 


Government itself; that their wishes ere its 
wents; that this Government is a ‘* Govern: 
ment of the people, for the people, and by the 
people ;’° that the individual laborer can ap- 


| peal to the collective wisdom of the great body 


of laborers whose head shall be the Executive 
of the nation, and whose mouth-piece sball be 


| their Representatives in Congress assembled, 


to provide a channel of communication be- 


| tween the laboring citizen and the represent: 


ative citizen; nothing less and nothing more 
is contemplated by this bill. 

I think the Democrats on this floor should 
be the last to object to an investigation of this 
character. The Republican party have con- 
trolled and wielded the affairs of this nation 
for the last ten years. If it shall be found by 
an investigation of this character that political 
wrongs have existed, wrongs which bear upon 


| the laboring population of the country, surely 


| we are to biame and not they. 


measure more fully than any measure we have || 


had before us this session, and after the extracr- 
dinary speeches which were made the other 
day by gentlemen upon the other siae, we are 
not disposed to consent to any hour certain for 
closing the debate, and if gentlemen choose to 
try and drive the biil through under the previous 


I |, question, they must take the responsibility. 


If there is any 
loss of political prestige, the loss is ours and 
the gain is theirs. On the other hand, if there 
be wrongs in the body-politic bearing upon the 
great controlling class of people throughout 
the country, the Republican party would be 
untrue to its principles if they did not at once 
seek out and remedy these wrongs in a proper 
way. 

There are some gentlemen on this floor who 
seem to think that this bill is intended for the 
purpose of shaping legislation to particular 
ends; that it is for the purpose of supporting 
socialistic movements; that it is in the inter: 
est of international societies, of labor-reform 


187) 


— 
gocietl 
desire 
dence 
tion @ 
league 
Massa 
this bi 
credit 
ure 60 
bill ¢ 
time D 
mittet 
man 7 
invol\ 
the c¢ 
ests a 
Now, 
not b 
ent ¢ 
allow 
inter 
findir 
cbust 
com! 
the c 
discu 
as th 
yote 
10 th 
Ne 
I rey 
by th 
a col 
labo 
prise 
ing 
in ¢ 
othe 
labo 
It 1s 
labe 
eult 
of t 
| 
Sou 
this 


con 


im: 
of 
the 
in 
Bu 
cu 
St: 
tul 
an 
av 





5 floor, 
*elocl 
lecling 


Seif In 
Ntirely 
10ught 
WS of 
tO act 
e this 
Ng ine 
On of 
Vidual 
if al! 


ging 


lation 
IS that 
Mind, 
0 Say 
lati iu 
bject, 
mM Mis: 
every 
to act 
ubject 


mem.- 
e are 
suion, 
*stion 

lt 
- Man 
lo 
O tae 
» this 
at the 
nary, 
based 
h and 
rned, 
ake & 
it the 
imply 
great 
ching 
, they 


vern- 
pties, 
nd to 
hing, 
mer 
» the 
e its 
vern- 
y the 
1 ap- 
body 
ative 
11 be 
bled, 
1 be- 
sent- 


more 


ould 
this 
con- 
ation 
id by 
itical 
upon 
irely 
) any 
and 
here 
1 the 
hout 
d be 
once 


vuper 


who 

the 
ular 
‘ting 
ter: 
orm 


1871. 


———— 


societies, trade unions, and strikes. Now, I 
desire to say that there is absolutely no evi- 
dence whatever in the bill that such an inten- 
tion exists. I desire to say that while my col- 
league on the committee, the gentleman from 


Massachusetis, 


credit for bringing before the country a meas 
are so fraught with interest to the people, the 
pill comes before this House at the present 
time mainly through my own agency. Phe com- 
mittee of which I have the honor to be chair- 
man has in charge two great subjects which 
involve the interests of the entire people of 
the country, namely, all the educational inter- 


ests and ali the labor interests of the nation. 


Now, sir, | foresaw that if this question was | 


not brought before the House during the pres- 
ent call of committees, in the limited time 
allowed to each committee, these two great 
interests would be made antagonistic. 
finding the bill of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Hoar] upon the calendar of the 
committee, 1 immediately called a meeting of 
the committee for its consideration. It was 
discussed thoroughly by the committee, and 
as the result of that discussion the unanimous 
yote of the committee directed it to be reported 
to this House. 

Now, sir, I represent a laboring constituency ; 


{Mr. Hoar,] is the author of | 
this bill, and is entitled to and deserves all the | 


| 








i 








| represent a constituency which earns its bread | 
by the sweatof the face. I represent. however, |! 


a constituency belonging to that portion of the 
laboring community which, although it com 
prises nearly three fourths of the entire labor 
ing population of America, makes less noise 
in the world about their interests than any 
other. I refer to the agricultural laborers, the 
laborers who own the soi!, and work upon it. 
It is in their interest, it is in the interest of the 
laborers of the South, mostly composed of agri- 
cultural laborers, that I advocate the passage 
of this bill. 

I call the attention of gentlemen from the 
South upon this floor to the peculiar phase of 
this bill which directly interests them and their 
constituencies. 

(here arrive upon our shores every year 
several hundred thousand immigrants. Those 
immigrants are composed mainly of the dom- 
inant classes of the world, men who are instinct 
with thought and intelligence, but whose only 
fortunes consist in their capacity for labor. 
Under the present system the majority of these 
immigrants seek our western States. Most 
of them are unskilled; a few are skilled; and 


the services of the latter are demanded at once | 
in our manufacturing and mining districts. || 


But the great majority of unskilled and agri- 
cultural laborers pass through the eastern 
States, pass through the mining and manufac- 
turing districts, to our western States, where 
an almost limitless expanse of fruitful soil 
awaits their labor. 

But, sir, we of the South have a soii equally 
fruitful; we have land equally cheap ; we have 
a climate more than equally salubrious. 


river, and from the Mississippi throughout the 
broad belt of its length to the Atlantic ocean, 
there are almost a hundred acres of virgin 
forest to everyacre of cuitivated land. I desire 
that these lands shall be occupied by people 
who will bring them into cultivation and make 
them fruitful. We have, sir, a climate far 
superior to the climate of the West. We com- 
mence to plow our land and prepare it for tne 
seed on the Ist day of January; and we plant our 
corn in February, when ice and frost have en- 


Sir, | 
from Cairo to the mouth of the Mississippi | 





tire sway in the less hospitabie climate of the | 


West. Our cattle throughout ten months of 
the year obtain their own subsistence in the 
field without shelter, and are in good order and 
condition when the cattle and sheep and 
other domestic animals of the western and 
northern States are shivering in sheds or under 
the lee of hay-ricks, seeking a shelter from the 
frost and sleet and snow of those climates. 





| our direction. 





| worth speaking of in comparison with the | 


| the approval of all. 
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The results of the war have created great 
gaps in our industries, and thousands of acres 
of fruitful soil are now lying useless and un- 
fruitful because of the lack of labor. Gentle- 
men of the South, let us put up here a guide- 
board to the thousands coming to our shores 
in search of new homes, and turn the tide in 
The great need of the South, 
this hour, isimmigration. I averthat nowhere 
on the broad continent of America can the 
laborer receive as the result of his labor such 
returns as he can in the cotton belt of the 
southern States. A commission of the char- 
acter contemplated by this bill must show this 
statement to be afact. It will show that com- 
petency will follow industry in the South with 
tleeter footstep than in any other portion of 
the country. A report upon the dabor inter- 
ests of this country must take into considera- 


| tion the question of immigration, the thousands 


And |! 


of immigrants arriving annually materially 
affecting the labor of the whole country. 

The report of the commission must show 
where, in what portion of our country, indus- 
try receives its greatest reward. Suchareport 
will be spread abroad. he German peasant, 
longing to cast away the garb of his caste and 
elevate himself into the sphere of intelligent, 
thinking, laboring manhood, will study its 
pages. The British laborer, tired of toiling 
for the thirty or forty thousand land-owners 
of England, will read it in the cottages and 
minesand mills of Great Britain, and through- 
out the world its influence will be felt. In this 
country, sir, it will tend to distribute immigra- 
tion more equaliy. The capital of the immi- 
grantis his labor, and he surely will invesi that 
capital where it wili yield the best returns. By 
this commission we inform him offcially where 
he can receive the largest reward for his labor, 


and we may confidently leave the rest to his 


individual judgment. Why, sir, in every south- 
ern State, so far as | know, there are not only 
State organizations, but county and district 
organizations and societies for the purpose of 
distributing just such information as this com 
mission must show, and inducing immigration 
to our section; and if it but tends indirectly to 
this end, we of the South would be false to our- 
selves and the interests of our constituency if 
we did not support the measure. l[aver thatit 
directly tends to induce immigration toward our 


| section, and with the tide of immigration, free- 


dom-searching immigration, tarned our way, 
our waste places will be built up, our country 
filled witha happy, industrious, and intelligent 
population, our cities crowded with industrious 
artisans, labor will be elevated and ennobled, 
and, better than all, the sectional bitterness 


and malice and the hate and prejudice of race | 


and color will be so lost and absorbed in the 
coming throng that men may know that such 
things were, but shall not know whither they 
have departed. 

In short, Mr. Speaker, [ see nothing in this 
bill that can result in anything but good. It 
bas no power to harm; it is not intended to 
shape legislation to particular ends. It only 
forms a receptacle in which the intelligence 
of the whole country may be gathered and 
redistributed for the benefit and advantage of 
all, and this at a cost so trifling as to be aot 


great objects to be attained. As | stated be- 


|| fore, | had hoped this measure would receive |, 
There is no political | 


point to be gained. It is for the benefit of 
laborers as laborers and not as politicians, 


| and should, in my judgment, receive the com- 


mendation of the entire House. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. STORM obtained the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
allow me to introduce my substitute now? 

Mr. STORM. Iwill yield for that purpose 
if I do not lose my right to the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Storm] 
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\| 
| as entitled to the floor after the substitute has 
| been read. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 
the following: 


I offer as a substitute 


Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Sen- 
ate soncurring,) That ajoint committee of five mem- 
bers of the House and ——— members ef the Senate 
be appointed, whose duty it shall be to investigate 
the subject of the wages and hours of labor, and 
of the division of the joint profits of labor and cap- 
ital between the laborer and capitalist, and the 
sovial, educational, and sanitary condition of the 
laboring classes of the United States, and how the 
same are affected by existing laws regulating com- 
merce, finance, and currency; and that said joint 
committee shall have power to send for persons and 
papers, to employ a clerk, and toreport at any time. 

Mr. BINGHAM. [I raise the question of 
order whether it is competent to amend a 
House bill by substituting a concurrent reso 
lution. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If my proposition is not 
in order in its present form, I will modify it so 
as to strike out all afier the enacting clause of 
the bill and insert what has been read. 

Mr. DAWES. Can we in a bill enact the 
appointment ofa committee of the two Houses? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I raise the question 
whether it is competent to appoint a joint 
committee by a bill. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition of the 
the gentleman from Ohio | Mr. CampBELL] is 
not in order. The bill now pending proposes 
legislation demanding for its consummation 
the action cf the House, the Senate, and the 
President. ‘the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio proposes merely the concurrent 
action of the two Houses; and the proposi- 
tion is not pertinent as an amendment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. May it not be offeredas 
a substiiute? 

The SPEAKER. It cannot be offered as a 
substitute, because it does not comprehend the 
|| same scope of legislation. It is a separate and 

distinct proposition for the raising of a joint 

commiitee. 
| Mr. DAWKS. By act of Congress. 

Mr. BINGHAM. And the bill does not 

|| propose a committee of either House. 
Mr. STORM. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman 
from Mississippi, | Mr. Perce,] who has just 
addressed the Honse on this bill, has stated 
that it is the unanimous report of the com- 
mittee; that the subject has been thoroughly 
discussed by the committee, and that this bill 
embodies their mature action. I beg to call 
the gentleman’s attention to the fact that in 
comimittee we had neither time nor opportan 
ity to discuss the bill to the satisfaction of any 
member of the committee; but as we feared 
the committee would be called on the day 
when this measure was reported, and as noth- 
| ing better could be devised at that time, it was 

agreed that the bill should be presented, every 
|| member of the commiitee having, of course, 
|| the right to propose any amendments he might 
| choose. | need not say chat the amendment 
|| proposed by the gentleman from Ohio, {| Mr. 
|| CAMPBELL. | if it bad been allowed, would have 

| been perfectly agreeable to me, and would 
|| have coineided with my views on this subject. 

Among other reasons presented against the 
introduction of this bill it has been urged that 
we have no right to investigate a subject. mat- 
ter upon which we have no right to legislate. 
|| We can investigate every subject upon which 
we legislate, but the converse is not true that 
we cannot investigate without the right to legis- 
late. The Census Bureau, by authority and 
direction of law, investigates and gathers sta- 
tistics relating to wages, to edueation, mar 
riage, insanity, &c.—subjects generally upon 
which the Congress of the United States can- 
not legislate, because they belong peculiarly to 
the States. 

Some of the evils now complained of will 
|| have to be remedied, so far as the enactment 
|| of laws goes, by the States themselves. But 
| the investigation of the subject of labor by a 
|| competent and impartial commission or com- 
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mittee would furnish facts upon which the | The old Democratic doctrine of equal and 


people could form a correct judgment. Noth- 
ing if more corrective of abuses and wrongs 
in a free Government than enlightened public 
opinion. . 

it must be adniitted that Congress is en- 
tirely 
labor, or to intertere in contracts between cap 
yel we 


incompetent to regulate the wages of 


ital and labor by posilive legislation ; j 
can repeal the unjust laws which I contend have 
brought about the state of things we now see 
around us Aud the sooner we address our- 
selves to this task the better will the laboring 
man appreciate our boasted sympathy. There 
can be, then, no constitutional objection to our 
repealing all laws which au investigation may 


just laws for all with no special privileges for 


the few gave us peace and prosperity in the | 
| past, and when we return to these cardinal | 


principles again we will enjoy similar bless- 
ings. I shall vote for the bill, though | hope 
it will be amended so as to give the subject 
over to a special committee of this House, and 


thus save the Government the expenses inci- 


| dent to a roving commission, and that that 


committee will be composed of honest and 


competent men who are in favor of a fair | 


| investigation. 


show are unequal, unjust, and oppressive to | 


one class of the people, while to another class 
they give peculiar privileges and franehises. 

Mr. Speaker, so far as my own mind is con 
cerned, there is no need of an investigation on 
Che evils from which the indus 
trial classes of the country are complaining, 
are all patent toevery candid mind. They stand 
lhe labor 
ing man understands them. By means of asso 
ciations and codperation, during the last few 
years, Lhe labor ing classes of this country have 
come to understand their rights, and knowing 
them now, ‘‘ dare maintain them.”’ 

The bill proposes an investigation into all 
relating to commerce, 
What must such an 


this subject 


out as clear as the noon gay sun. 


laws passed Dy us 
finance, and currency. 
investigation show? 


It must show that $2,358,332 32 of 


' prop: 
erty belonging to the bondholders are exempt 
from taxation. At our rate of taxation over 
$50,000,000 of taxes which ought to be paid 
are withheld, and other tax-payers must pay 
just that much more to make up the deficiency. 

It will show that $21,000,000 are annually 
paid to banking associations as a mere bonus, 
without any adequate return therefor. 

It will show that tue poor man pays on his 
salt a tax of one hundred and fifty-five per 
cutlery, fifty per cent.; blankets, sixty 
per cent. ; clothing, sixty-five per cent. ; and 
apades and shovels, forty-five per cent. And 
that the rich man pays on his jewelry,diamonds, 
gold rings, paintings, and statuary an average 
duty of about ten per cent. 

No, Mr. Speaker, I do not ask any legis- 
lation for the laboring classes, but let us give 
them fair play. The laborer only asks you to 
subject him to the operation of equal laws, and 
he is satisfied. But do not tax his necessities 
and put the luxuries of the rich man on the 
free list. He does not ask you to give him 
$21,000,000 annually as a gratuity. He does 
not ask you to give him the public lands, 
except on terms fair and open to all. The 
indusirial classes do not ask that you exempt 
their property to the extent of more than 
$2,800,000,000—more than they own—from 
taxation; but do not do it for another set of 
men, 

Mr. Speaker, | have but little hopes that 
the wrongs of the laboring man in this coun- 
try will be remedied by the present party in 
power. lam not surprised that my friends on 
this side of the House regard the movement 
of my shrewd and keen-scented colleague on 
the Committee on Education and Labor as a 
sham and a humbug, and gotten up for the 
mere purpose of throwing dust in the eves of 
honest men. To adjust the wrongs of the labor 
ing man you must repeal every pet financial 
aecheme of the Republican party. Are not the 
national banks theirs? Is not the exemption 
of the bonded debt from taxation theirs? Is 
not the present tariff which favors the ecapital- 
ist and ruins the consumer theirs? And when 
you repeal these you repeal the Republican 
party and dissolve it into thin air. ‘lhe ouly 
obstacle in this country to the interests of the 
masses is the existence of the Republican party, 
and when it is removed a better order of things 
will reign. 


cent. ; 


I now yield ten minutes of my time to the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox.] 

Mr. COX. Isubmit the following amend- 
ment. 

lhe Clerk read as follows: 


After section one adg the following: 
Provided, That said commissioners shall be ap- 


| pointed irrespective of political or partisan consid- 
| erations, and from civil life. 


Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, this measure, in- 
troduced with such a flourish of trumpets the 


| other day by the gentleman from Massachu- 


| 


|| setts, [Mr. Hoar,] comes, it seems to me, 


with avery ill grace from Massachusetts, unless 
there is a great reform going on in that State. 


|| The speech made bythe gentleman from Penn- 
| sylvania [Mr. Ke.iey] also, unless there is a 








OL 





| 


great reform going on in that State, comes 
with ill grace. The States of Massachusetts 
and Pennsylvania have had a peculiarly good 
time in getting largesses and bounties from this 
Government at the expense of the industrious 
classes. [ hail any movement from these quar 
ters which will lead to investigation into the 
relations between labor and capital. Sucha 


| movement for investigation must come from 


an impulse which is a sign of a coming power 
before which parties will fall as stubble before 
fire. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hardly knows 
how to entertain the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from New York. It directs the Pres- 


| ident of the United States what he shall do. 


Mr. COX. The Chair allowed the amend 
ment of the gentleman who reported this bill 
to come in. It is of precisely the same tenor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will allow the 
House to dispose of it. 

Mr. COX. Iam singularly placed about this 
matter. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Hoar] told me he would give to me the 
privilege of offering the very amendment which 
came from his committee. I was prepared to 
speak on that. So you see, sir, that unless [ 
continue in that vein [ shall be embarrassed 
about the very fewremarks [| intended to make. 
{| Laughter.] Iam disappointed in the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts. His treatment of 
me under the circumstances is the cause of 
my disappointment. But that is of no con- 
sequence. 

I think, sir, there should be no difficulty by 
this bill about directing the President to ap- 
point non-partisans aud civilians on this com- 
mission, although he would not be very likely 
to follow our advice. [Laughter.] I should 
like to see this direction expressed in this bill, 
because it would be in the interest of civil 
reform, of which we hear so much and about 
which so little is done. 

| welcome this investigation. I should pre- 
fer to have it done, however, by men who 
will represent both political parties. If it 
were possible, | should have preferred the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. 
CAMPBELL, } so that by a joint committee the 
minority might represent its views upon ques- 
tions which divide the parties. 

We have legislated here about hours of labor 
and wayes; we legislate, or should legislate, 
more liberally about tariffs; we legislate, or 
should legislate, in reference to the prices of 
gold, the curreney, the resumption of specie 
payments, and all the questions growing out of 
the rate of wages and price of commodities 
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—— 
by reason of our anomalous double currenoy 
in fact, all the other various questions a 
nected with the relations of labor and canital 
are more or less influenced aud decided | 


; 4 7 by 
our legislation. So that the fullest and fairest 
inquiry is desirable for intelligent and just 


action by Congress. 

Moreover, Mr. Speaker, we have legisluje, 
about ‘‘strikes.’’ Gentlemen have gone na 
far, in some of their monstrous bills, ag to 
open the door for the military to be used to py; 
down strikes. The President has recently acted 
in the same direction at Chicago. : 

We have endeavored to legislate about th, 
revival of our scuttled shipping; but our fy) 
ure has been sigual, from the ignorance amoug 
many of the causes which not only led to jt. 
destruction, but which has so disarranged tha; 
labor which was once 80 prosperous in oy; 
ship yards that we have lost the very skill i 
ube ships as well as the opportunity to use 
them. Is it not pertinent, therefore, that we 
should understand the relations which oy; 
singular system, by which our ship-building has 
been destroyed, that gigantic scheme of stain. 
tory frauds called tariffs, should be analyzed ° 
Your Secretary of the Treasury told you in his 
report that by cutting down the tariff on pig 
iron a very smali modicum, in the last Coy 
gress, there was an increase of one hundred 
and twenty per cent. in the importation of that 
article ; thereby lessening its price to the con 
sumer, and thereby increasing the revenue. |, 
is a fact which everyone but the old “ red 
sandstone’ protectionists, understand that 
while by high tariffs large sums go into the 
Treasury as revenue, immensely larger sums 
go into the pockets of capital. Thereby the 
laboring classes are fleeced. I wish this ma 
ter probed to the bottom, as it was done by 
David A. Wells. It cannot be done too often 
I would send for intelligent persons. I would 
imitate the British parliamentary system, and 
have a full investigation into all the ramifica 
tious of the relations of capital and labor. 

I would prefer, however, if, instead of wish 
ing to investigate so much, gentlemen on th 
other side were more willing to do something 
Certainly some thiags about labor and capital 
we know. We have passed on some points. 
Go to your Senate aud ask them to confirm 
what the House, not very promptly, did last 
session about salt aud coal. Cut down your 
tariff again on iron. Make it three dollars a 
ton on pig iron, and see whether you will noi 
thereby increase ihe importation and make iron, 
that great necessary, cheaper to the people. 
Kuter upon and consummate some revenue 
reform. Even the [nternationalists, who were 
commended by the gentieman from Peunsy!- 
vania, [Mr. Ke.ury,] desire this action. | 
have here au extract of a letter written to the 
New York Times by Mr. Banks, one of their 
exponents. In that letter he denounces the 
very objects for which the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. KeLLEy] is most respons! 
bie. He denounces in the interest of the ‘‘in 
ternationale’’ and of labor these swindling 
jobs of railway and tariff monopoly in the in 
terest of capitalists, and not in the interest 
ofthe poor man orthe laborer. He denounces 
nearly ali the legislation which we have been 
in the habit of enacting, as controlled by the 
rich and against the poor. I add his language. 
which I have not time to quote in full: 


‘ What we do claim is, that for years past the law» 
have been made by the rich, in their interest, and 
not in the interests of pones and justice. We claim 
that the great mass of the people are swindled by 
the system of railroad corporations, which are per- 
fect tyrants and plunderers, and we have no means 
of defending ourselves against their extortions and 
tyrannies, because they own Congress and the Gov- 
ernment, and the State governments and State Les- 
islatures, and they make the laws to suit themselves, 
and bribe the judges to interpret them in their own 
fashion. We claim that the whole people are swin 
dled and robbed by the system of national banks, 
who charge the people seven per cent. interest on 
their dirty, ragged bank-notes, while the people 
could have decent, clean greenbacks for nothing if 
Congress and the press were not bought and owned 
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shey by these bank monopolists. We claim thet the of labor, ong of ion trina of the joint profits || and their franchises, and the effect of all these 
con whole people art oil erties of aiay lets tes ||? labor and sons etween the laborer and | on the interests and welfare of the people, or 
Dital mee es of a few miserable, greedy. and tyrannical | capitalist, and the social, educational, and || upon any other subject over which you have 
i by Pon and coal monopolist, who unite with railroad | sanitary condition of the laboring classes of | constitutional power to legislate, then I will 
irest ompan™ Ss Oe Soicker paren 6 Garvine the United States, and how the same are || Join you most heartily and zealously, and spare 
Just spring: kingmen into submission.” * * * affected by existing laws regulating commerce, | no effort of voice, influence, or labor to advance 
=. We claim that the gifts of public land to rail- finance, and currency.’’ the success of such an iny estigation. I will 
tiled ad companies are clear, rople of ther rebital Mr. Speaker, it is simply impossible for the favor most sincerely any movement that will 
& 80 ery tanoe—the land—which belongs toall the peo- || Wit of man to point to any authority in Con- || afford quick, sure, honest, and material relief 
iS to pie alike, and not to any bent oi Shem. least of aul gress to legislate on these subjects, except the || to the oppressed and tax-ridden people. 
) put os the c Tne nd vbdas late expartiar than oe | last three, commerce, finance, and Currency, |} he people are tired of mere delusive prom- 
Cted Legis ng their opponents.” | It mocks the language and spirit of the Con- || ises, of buncombe resolutions, which they well 
"Here the hammer fell. ] | stitution itself, and of its framers and expouud- understand bind nobody, relieve nobody, ac 
th Lé ) be || ers, to assume that Congress may regulate the || complish nothing, cost nothing to their movers, 
. ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. | . 5 7 : 2 > : , we 
fai). sues Vg ; , || hours of labor, or the standard and rates of || and constitute the cheapest of cheap political 
Ong Mr. Bl CKLEY, from the Committee on || wages, or the division of the joint profits of || capital. 
0 its Enrolled Bills, reported that the committee || Jabor and capital, or the social condition, or | The people have no faith in commissions. 
that wad examined and found truly enrolled a bill } the educational institutions, or the sanitary | They doubt their sincerity and their impar 
our f the following title, when the Speaker signed |! interests of the people throughout the country || tiality; they know how apt they are to become 
ll te the same: Et asl . 24: | and between man and man, according to its || mere instruments of party; to be manipulated 
use A bill (H. R. No. 778) relating to the limita: |! own pleasure. Such a sweep of jurisdiction || for selfish ends; to be controlled by-capital 
t we tion of steam pressure on towing and freight || in the Federal Government would leave abso- || and power; to become mere abject apologists 
our boats on the Mississippi river and its tribu- | lutely nothing for the States or the people. || for the laws and schemes by which the people 
has taries. || They would have no power to protect or gov- || are oppressed; and to be used to forge new 
atn- WAGES AND HOURS OF LABOR. ern their people or legislate for their welfare. || manacles for the limbs and energies of labor. 
ed" Mr. STORM. I now yield tothe gentleman | All local governments would speedily become || The Guardian, one of the most intelligent 
1 his from Indiana, [Mr. Kerr. ] | mere expensive sinecures, and the power of | advocates of the interests of labor, speaking 
pig Mr. CAMPBELL. Leask the gentleman to | Congress would become as transcendent, ab- || upon this general subject in a late number, 
J0n- allow me to move that the bill be recommitted | sorbing, and exclusive as that of the British |) says with great force and sagacity : 
lred 10 the committee with instructions to report || Parliament. It could enact sumptuary laws, || “In yielding to the demand of labor by erecting a 
that ss asubstitute the concurrent resolution which || dictate the terms of private contracts, control anor if whose copie may be presenting (2 labor a 
00 [ offered a little while ago, providing for the |) the pursuits of the people, regulate the relations seh ahabnshan io taanmupatemmndiae tof tatu aieien 
I appointment of a jJolut committee, of domestic life, of guardian and ward, of Mas: | It may be run wholly in the interests of capital, and 
red “Mr. KERR. L yield to the gentleman for || ter and servant, of marriage and divorce, of | 7 nepnile Be aes O mee congeres ere tt 
that shat purpose. || parent and child, and al length transform the | mente whieh shall condone beutiban, ‘Gale: a0 
the Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I makethat motion. || people into a uation of feeble and helpless |) cause dissensions in the workingmen’s ranks.” 
ams the SPEAKER. ‘That motion is in order. || automatons. Our system of local self-govern- || Mr. Speaker, I am opposed to the whole 
the [t does not cut off debate, as it is not neces- || ments for the regulation of all these great || system of political bureaus. They generally 
nid sary that it should be voted on now. The || domestic interests and concerns, heretofore the || have their origin in a restless cupidity for 
by gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Kerr] is en- ! just pride and boast of our people, would be || wealth and power. They naturally lead to, 
en titled to the floor. '| strangled in the iron hand of centralism. || if they do not direcily foster, abuses and cor 
uld Mr. KERR. Mr. Speaker, it is my con- || Where did Congress get the power to enact || ruption. ‘The Freedmen’s Bureau proved 
and stant habit, asa member of this body, when | eometens laws, or laws regulating the sanitary | effective enough to organize the political power 
ica any proposition is presented for my consider- || condition and habits of the people, or the || of the colored race in the service of the Kepub- 
ation to inquire, first, is it warranted by the || hours during which, upon private contract or || jiean party, but it was good for nothing else. 
ish Constitution; and secondly, is it right; and | otherwise, individuals throughout this country || [t was most expensive, gave power to carpel- 


the 





lastly, is it expedient? If it tail on the crucial 


test of authority for its enactment, my mind | 


instantly assumes an attitude of hostility. If 
it prove also to be neither right nor expedient, 


may be required to labor, or during which, by 
their own voluntary consent, they may bind 
themselves to labor? Where do you get the 
power to divide the profits which capital may 


| baggery, and festered with corruption. 


The gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr 
Hoar, | and his colleague from the tenth dis 
trict, |Mr. Dawes,] may desire to provide 





os my duty to oppose it becomes yet more impera- canes Feuts “ ave meryenons peenere ap || against future political emergencies by now 
ast tive. capitalist and the laborer? Adopt such &@ |) organizing a labor bureau for similar purposes 
ur When the bill of the gentleman from Mas- || policy, and the race of citizens, of manly, self- | against xe men. I object to 1 es clea 
8a sachusetts [Mr. Hoar] was sprung upon the || reliant, self governing, aud vigorous citizens, |! because they tend to multiply offices, augment 
7 House the other day, the prompt response of || will soon become extinct, and only subjects || unnecessarily the public expenditures, increase 
on, my mind to these questions was adverse to the | will remain. Uniformity might be established |) patronage, and debauch the public morals. | 
le. propriety of its enactment. It impressed me | in our institutions, and with it monotony and | object to them also because they are often 
1ue with the conviction that it involved a gross ex: | national weakness. The schools in which the | resorted to for mere procrastination to avoid 
_ cess of authority, would create three new offi- | people might learn by actual practice and dis- |! the timely discharge of imperative duties, and 
yl- cers at a cost of $15,000 a year, with atrain | cipline the modes and duties of self-govern- '| to dodge or shuffle off responsibility. You 

I of subordinate officers and other expenses; || ment would be forever closed. If the central || organized a civil service commission. It has 
he would provide more places for partisans, ac- | power were ever so wise and just it would still |) yet accomplished nothing but the wasting of a 
ar complish no good for the people, and that it | be infinitely dangerous to liberty, true growth, || good deal of the people’s money. If it ever 
he is in itself insincere and hollow, and chiefly | and real greatness. De Tocqueville most |} reach any conclusions or report, you will be 
ym intended by a alse pretense to bridge over the || pertinently says : | no better qualified to act affirmatively than 


| ** Tt profits me but little, afterall, that a vigilant 

authority should protect the tranquillity of my pleas- 
ures, and constantly avert all dangers from my path, 
without my care or my concern, if this same author- 
ity is the absolute mistress of my liberty and of my 


si . next presidential election, and mislead the 
[n- , diseontented sous of toil inta voting the Radi- 
ug eal ticket in 1872. In these impressions I 
n was speedily confirmed by the conduct of its 


| you have been for two years. Why do you 
not reform the civil service? Why do you not 
| reduce the number of offices and the expense 
of administration, and purge the service of 


a mere partisan temper to its discussion, aud 
e, to attempt to manufacture very cheap party | 
capital out of its ae by myself and the 


This is the hard destiny to which the policy 
of this bill tends to bring our country. But it 
is suggested by my esteemed friend from Penn- 


Treasury a revenue commission to investi- 
gate the great questions of revenue, taxation, 
| commerce, and currency. 


oe mover on this floor, and of his colleague from || life. and if itso monopolizes all the energy of exist- || dorsulters aud scoundrels, in the interests of 
feed || ence that when it languishes everything languishes , : 
es the tenth district, [ Mr. Dawes, } both of whom | around it; that when it sleeps everything must labor, of the tax-payers! 
eu hastened with most unbecoming zeal to give || sleep; that when it dies, the State itself must perish.” | Several years ago you organized in the 
e 
h || 
1] 


The Commissioner 





Ws gentleman from New York,{ Mr. Woop. ] These | sylvania, [Mr. Srorm,] not by gentlemen on || proved to be a most impartial and accom 
a attempts were at once unworthy of them, and || the other side, that this measure ouly proposes || plished investigator, and his reports were rich 
by unjust toward me. And they will fail to at- || to get information on these subjects, but not |) in information and wise counsel, aud were 
i ‘sin their object. The laboring men of this || as a basis for legislation. I answer, then, that |) directly calculated to promote the intereste 
ns country are not gudgeons; their instincts are | the bill ought to fail, because it holds out de- || and relieve the unjust burdens of labor, and 
v- ufanly and lawful; they are sagacious and in- | lusive promises to those who need actual and '! to protect the workingman against the power 
e- telligent; and they will keenly comprehend || immediate relief. It is vain and meaningless, || and tyranny of capital. But because of these 
4 the difference between an empty promise and || unless its intent is deception, or the betrayal || facts, you abolished his office and turned out 
rz effective relief. || of the hopes of the workingmen. If youreally || Hon. David A. Wells, the Commissioner. 
8, Mr. Speaker, after careful consideration, I || desire to authorize an inquiry by impartial || You have ever since condemned alike bis 
2 feel compelled by a sense of duty to oppose || men on the three subjects last named in the || facts and his counsel. 
if this bill. What does it propose? It proposes || bill, of commerce, finance, and currency; or | How were those reports aud that counsel re 
od to appoint three commissioners charged ‘*to in- on these subjects, together with taxation, tariffs, 1 ceived by the Congress of the United States, 
Veetagate the subject of wages and the hours |! congressional railroadsand other corporations, || by you gentlemen who are now so loud in your 
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profession of sympathy with labor? Why, on 
this side of the House, with an almost unani- 


mous coUperation and earnest effort, we came || 


tothe support of that ¢ ‘ommissioner,and recom- 
mended the adoption of his wise counsel in the 
pra tical enn of laws for the relief of 
but in all our efforts in that behalf we 

' 


tment 
ADO! 5 
were 
gentiemen on the other side, and DY none with 
more persistent eloquence than by him who 
now rises to interrupt me [Mr. Ke.vey. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. I ask the gentleman for 
u moment, to suggest simply that the office 
of Commissioner expired by its own limita- 
tion. 

Mr. KERR I understand all that. 

Mr. KELLEY. I can imagine no case in 


which a party in power should continue an | 


office the functions of which had been so pros 
tituted. 

Mr. KERR 
gentleman 
the power of gentlemen on the other side of 
the House, as we desired them to do, to con- 
anda 
bill for that purpose was introduced here, But 
if the office did expire, with or without their 
consent, fortunately for the country, for labor, 
for the political intelligence of this country, 
the results of that commission did not expire 
They exist to-day, and they will exist as long 


] decline to yield further tothe 


tinue its tenure, to renew its existence, 


as the records of this country stand, and so long | 


they will stand as an ever-enduring condemna 
tion of the conduct here of the Republican 
party, and of the insincerity of all its profes- 
of the hollowness of its 
pretended sympathy with laborers and the poor. 

Mr. Speaker, c ipital needs no commission to 
investigate ils interests, orto protect it against 
labor. 
history . is organized, harmonious, and every 


sions of reform, and 


It is powerlul beyond all precedent in 
} : I 


where strongly intrenched ; it fills high places | 
andits | 


and legislative halls with its advocates : 
hired and well paid agents beset every avenue 
to inflaence and power. But the great evils, 
injustice, inequalities, and burdens under which 
labor toils and suffers are notorious and con 
fessed. They are apparent to all intelligent, 
impartial, and unselfish men. No commission 
can make them What they need is 
action, immediate, effective, practical action, 
on the part of Government for their relief. 
Information on which to base such action 
is ample and readily attainable, is within the 
easy grasp of the people's Representatives 
So far as Congress has power to grant the 
needful relief by legal enactments, there need 
be no delay; every gentleman in this House 
who feels manly and sincere sympathy with 
labor, and would afford it honest relief, can 
do so quickly; he needs only to appreciate 


more 


mY). 


If the office did expire it was in | 


the high responsibilities of his office, to devote | 
his energies with industry and fidelity to gather | 


and utilize the facts and knowledge that exist 
in abundance all around him; and embody 
the results into the form of wise, just, and 
impartial laws 

The people elect Congress to act by its own 
members as a great commission, and it is our 
imperative duty, by our fauhful, personal toil, 
study, and reflection, to qualify ourselves to 
meet their just demands, and to do it without 
shuffling, temporizing, or delusive pretenses. 
if we cannot do this we should confess our 
incompetency, resign and go home, and give 
the people an opportunity to select better men. 
The Democratic minority in this House have 
at ull times been ready and sincerely solicitous 
to meet and fully discharge these great duties. 

We have always struggled to secure the 
enactment of such laws as would effectually 
reform in the interests of labor a eruel and 
oppressive tariff, and reduce the grinding bur 
dens of taxation, and equalize the exactions 
from labor and capital for the support of Gov- 
ernment, and reform an inefficient and corrupt 
civil service, and retrench the exorbitant pub- 
lic expenditures, and check the lavish and 
reckless gifts of the public domain to combin- 





thwarted and defeated, and scouted by || 
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| ations and favorites, and to reduce the imperial 
| power and munificent franchises of the great 
corporations. But in all these efforts we have 


been met by the Republican majority here and | 


defeated. ~ You have stood as a faithful guard 
about the palaces of capital, and have been 
| constantly unmindful of the wants and suffer 
ings of labor and of the poor. Capital and 
| organized wealth have acquired all their power 
| for injustice and wrong under your fostering 
care. 

Great corporations have been created by 
you, and their wealth and influence have be- 
come almost imperial; you have constantly 
strengthened their hands and filled their cof- 


| fers at the expense of the people; you have 


given empires in extent of the people’s lands 
to the rich, to rings, and to railroad schemes; 


/you have compelled the people, the working 


men, the great mass of consumers, to pay 
tribute to monopolists under your scandalous 
tariff; you have refused to make any bona fide 
or material reduction in taxation ; 
actual and effective reform in the civil service 
that would reduce the number of officers, 


| retrench expenses, and break up corruption ; 


you give countenance and support to the dis 


| gusting and oppressive carpet-bag governments 


of the South, that rob the people there and 
create burdens intolerable even for slaves to 
bear. 

You have paid millions in tribute to the 
national banks out of the people’s hard earn- 
ings. You have given to incorporated wealth 
all its terrible power over labor. Your power 


you retuse | 


| 


in this House has during all these long years || 


been complete and irresistible. You have no 
excuse for your habitual and persistent failure 
to give any thought or sympathy to the suffer 
ings of the tax-ridden workingmen. Your 
commissions promise no better results. You 
may organize commissions without limit; you 
may scatter them all over this country; and, 
as the editor of the Guardian well says, their 
result will only enable gentlemen on that side 
of the House to forge new manacles for the 
laborers of the country. 

aote the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. STORM. I yield ten minutes to the 
gentleman from New York, {Mr. Stocum. ] 

Mr. SLOCUM. I yield for amoment to the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Duke. ] 

Mr. DUKE. I desire to have read an 


| amendment to the first section. 


| 
| 


| 


The SPEAKER. Theamendment is notin 
order, but will be read for information. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Add to the first section the following : 

And especially what taxes, assessments, dues, or 
imposts are imposed directly or indirectly, by the 
laws of the United States, upon any article used by 
the working classes, and upon any raw materials 
which enter in any manner into the manufacture 
of any such articles as are used by the working 
classes, 80 as to show particularly what articles are 
taxed, and the amount of tax imposed upon each; 
also what amount of the public lands (which should 
have been preserved, to furnish homes for the peo- 
ple, and to supply a fund for the education of the 
masses) has been granted to corporations organized 
and controlled by and exclusively for the benefit of 
a few wealthy individuals. 


Mr. SLOCUM. I ask to have read an 
amendment which I desire to offer, but which, 
I believe, is not in order at this time. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out, “* That there shall be appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, a commission of three persons from the 
civil service,’’ and insert, *‘ That Horace H. Day, of 
New York, Richard F. Trovellick, of Michigan, 
and Alexander Troup, of Connecticut, be, and are 
hereby appointed a commission.”’ 

Mr. SLOCUM. I merely desire to say a 
few words in explanation of my amendment. 
| assume that this bill has been brought before 
the House in good faith, and that there is on 
the part of those advocating it an earnest 
desire to discover the evils that beset the path- 
way of the laboring man, and to devise a rem- 
edy for these evils. If I am right in this 
assumption, my amendment will be adopted. 
Instead of having the Administration appoint 





| gested in my amendment are such men, 


| Connecticut, is the head center of the labo, 


_ nothing can be asked for by him. 
| are all on a perfect equality. 





this commission, it should be appointed by th 
laboring men themselves. In other ona” 
instead of having three men selected by the 
President of the United States, we should taka 
three of the representative men of the laboring 
classes. {he three whose names I have sug 
- , Mr. 
Day, of New York, is a man who did myc, 
to organize the labor union of our State. |, 
Trevellick, of Michigan, organized the labo; 
unions throughout the West. Mr. Troup, of 
unions of New England. Now, if you really 
desire to obtain a non-partisan report, and 
to discover the real evils which afflict the 
laboring classes, let these three representative 
men get together and report to us what the 
troubles are and what remedy they propose. 
Mr. HOAR. Are we to understand by the 


| gentleman’s suggestion that the laboring men 
| of the country are in this labor party and not 


in the Democratic party? 

Mr. SLOCUM. The main portion of them 
are in the Democratic party, where they wi] 
always remain if they understand their own 
interests. 

Mr. HOAR. Then why does the gentle. 
man, in providing for the selection of these 
commissioners, exclude the Democratic party ? 

Mr. SLOCUM. I submit that if we are in 
earnest in this matter anu desire a non-partisan 
report we should select men of the class | 
propose. If you select partisans you will get 
a partisan report. If you put on this commis. 
sion high tariff men, they will see the remedy 
in a high tariff. The gentleman from Peun- 
sylvania { Mr. Ke_Ley] aday or twoago made 
a very strong and very pathetic appeal in be 
half of this bill ; but if he had been asked when 


| he closed his remarks what he regarded as 


the true remedy for the trouble, he would have 
undoubtedly told us that the remedy would be 
found in ‘* protecting our home industries ;’ 
or in other words, increasing the duty qp coal 
and iron and Bessemer steel. 

So the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
Hoar, ] if he had been asked for his remedy, 
would have told us, ‘‘a little more protection 
for cotton and woolen fabrics, and perhaps 
some incidental measure to raise the price ot 
codtish.’’ 

Now, it has been well said here by the chair 
man of the committee who reported this bill 


| that if there are any evils afflicting the labor 


ing men the Administration is responsible for 
it. The Republican party has been in power for 
ten years; and if there are any evils afflicting 
the laboring men they are to be laid at the 


| door of the administration of that party. 


I submit that this is the best argument that 
can be urged for the adoption of my amend: 
ment. If a man should die through the mal- 
practice of a physician, any one who would 


| suggest that this same physician should preside 


at the coroner’s inquest, called for the purpose 
of ascertaining the cause of his death, would 
be considered little better than a fool. So in 
this case ; if, as has been justly charged, the 
Administration is responsible for the evils 
complained of by the laboring classes, then 
neither the Administration nor any one selected 
by it should preside at an inquest called to 
ascertain the cause of those evils. 
Notwithstanding all that has been said about 
the evils which afflict the laboring men of this 
country, it cannot be denied that in many re 
spects the laboring man here has advantages 
presented to him by no other country on God's 
earth. So faras personal freedom is concerned, 
Here we 
In the selection 
of our rulers, in the enactment of our laws. 
before our courts of justice, we are all equals. 
In these spheres the poorest man in the coun: 
try is the equal of the richest. As to pet 
sonal freedom, it has often occurred to me we 
have asurplus of it. To-morrow morning filty 
men may organize in New York city, form 4 
procession, stop the street cars, drive the 
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omnibus 
and ann 


preventing them from reaching their places of 


business without the greatest trouble. If free- 
‘mm was a commodity we could export, | 
think we might send a small supply to foreign 
countries with advantage to the people of those 
countries and without detriment to ourselves. 
There cannot be any complaint on the part of 
the laboring classes as to their not having the 
fullest personal freedom. ie P 
As to political honors and political prefer- 
the door is thrown open to every one 
The present Chief Magistrate of the country 
was once a laboring man. He was once a 
soor man. Lam glad to say, through the par- 
“ality of his friends, he is no longer poor. 
His immediate predecessor was a mechanic, 


dom 


ment, 


and came from the tailor’s bench into political | 


life. I believe he once remarked he had 
‘passed from alderman of his native village, 
through all the grades of official position, to 
the Chief Magistracy of his country.’’ The 
»redecessor of Mr. Johnson was a laboring 
man, 2 boatman and a rail-splitter. 
United States Senate to-day three fourths of 
members were once laboring men. Of 
this body more than three fourths are men 
who rose from humble circumstances in life. 


its 


Certainly, then, it cannot be said that politi- | 


eal honors and preferment have been denicd 
to the poor man. Why, sir, we have opened 
the doors of the Senate aud the House of 
Representatives to men who, five years ago, 
were slaves working as common field-hands 
inthe South. Does the road to political posi- 
tion need to be made any broader or any more 
smooth ? 

So, too, with regard to the business avoca- 
tions of life. Nine tenths of the merchant 


Of the | 


es off the main thoroughfares of travel, | 
oy and injure fifty thousand men by | 


cent. less. 
benefit the laboring man. 4 

The evils of our present tariff, with the high 
duties imposed upon all the necessaries of 
life, have already been alluded to 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, when this bill 
was called up last week I objected to the prop 
osition of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 





| [Mr. Hoar,] who proposed to the House that 





princes of New York to-day are men who | 


commenced their careers by sweeping the 
stores of their employers and doing the most 
menial work forthem. Our great mechanics 
and builders are nearly ali men who served 
their apprenticeship and worked ‘for years at 
the bench. We need no legislation in this 
direction. Notwithstanding all the complaints 
we hav@ heard, | believe this to be the best 
country on the earth for the laboring man. 

| do not wish to be understood, however, as 
opposing this bill. On the contrary [| shall 
vote for it. I believe there are certain evils 
which afflict the laboring man which ought to 
be remedied, and if you appoint the men I 
have named I hope they will point them out. 

The SPEAKER. The gentieman’s time 
has expired. 

Mr. SLOCUM. I will consume the time of 
the House but fora moment longer. By adopt- 
ing a system of rjgid economy in Government 
expenditures we can relieve the laboring man 
greatly. We can relieve him greatly by driv- 
ing thieves out of office. 
States. What do you behold in South Caro 
lina to-day? Under the control of men placed 
in office by Congress, the State has been robbed 
since the war of $10,000,000. This last year 
they have issued over six million dollars of 
fraudulent bonds. The people are overbur- 
dened with taxes, and the State is rapidly drift 
ing into bankruptcy. How does this affect the 


laboring man? It increases the price of every | 


pound of rice that he eats. It increases the 
price of every pound of cotton that he uses. 
Relieve the laboring man of that system of 
highway robbery, and you are doing the best 
thing you ean do for him. Goto the New York 
custon:- house, where one year ago frauds of the 
darkest kind were discovered by a committee 
appointed by the Senate. The same frauds 
are going on to-day. Men holding places under 
the collector went before that committee and 
took their oaths that they systematically robbed 
the merchants, and the same men are to-day 
in office, although their guilt was made known 
& year ago. Stop that system of wholesale 
robbery, that blacknjhiling of merchants, and 
you will buy your goods fifteen or twenty per 


Go to the southern | 





a particular day should be fixed, on which the 
bill should be made a special order to the 
exclusion of all other bills. I objected to that, 
being opposed to making a measure of this 
character a special order to the exciusion of 


| many other bills and questions which are before 


|| the House for consideration. 
{ 


| the same objection, and our action was by | 


| Ways and Means made a reason for lecturing | 


| would not like to see itself placed in. 


In objecting to 
making it a special order I did not, sir, design 
to be considered as expressing any opinion as 
to the merits of the question itself; and I find, 
in looking at the journals, that the honorable 


gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GarFIeLp] himself | 
| had previously made a similar objection, | have 


no doubt for a similar reason. The gentleman 
£ 


from Indiana, [Mr. Kerr,] who has addressed | 


the House already upon this question, made 
the honorable chairman of the Committee of 


us, and for endeavoring to place this side of 
the House in a position with reference to this 
bill which | am sure this side of the House 
That 
gentleman expressed his regret that the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Kerr} and myself 
had seen proper to offer opposition to this 
measure, and he expressed very kindly, and no 
doubt very sincerely, his hope that the mem- 
bers on this side of the House would see the 
impropriety of putting themselves in an atili- 
tude of hostility to the laboring element of the 
country. Now, sir, [ will no tsay that | have 
some slight apprehension that the regret of 
the gentleman was not founded in entire can- 
dor and sincerity. But { will say to him, in 
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This is the way in which you can || for conclusion. 





It arises in what I am bound 
to believe to be an honest and a sincere desire 
to be of service to the laboring men of this 
country. It isa proposition for what the gen- 
tleman is pleased to term an investigation inte 
the causes of this general discontent: so that 
if it be within the power of the legislation of 
Congress to apply a remedy, that remedy may 
be applied. 

Well now, sir, in my judgment, those who 
have initiated this measure do not really un- 
derstand the great question to which it has 
reference. The laboring element of the coun 
try, as a portion of the body politic, is in my 
judgment able and entirely competent to de 
termine for itself and judge for itself whether 
it be within the power of the Congress of the 
United States to afford the laboring classes 
the relief which they require; and I say here to 
gentlemen that it is a great mistake for them 
to identify the workingmen of the United States 
with the International of Europe. There are 


great differences between the condition of the 


return, that I regret that a man of his great | 


and distinguished services in this House, that 


a gentleman who has served more consecu- 


| tive terms than any other member in this 


House, and who has been placed by the proper 


partiality of the Speaker at the head of the | 


| leading committee of the House, should not 


have considered it beneath his dignity and 
position to have initiated a partisan consider- 
ation of this discussion. 

Mr. DAWES. Will the gentleman 
me to make a remark ? 

Mr. WOOD. I will, if I have time. 

Mr. DAWES. Nothing, Mr. Speaker, was 
further from my intention, and if the gentleman 


allow 


will look over the report in the Globe, although | 


i have not examined it myself, he will see that 
J took particular pains to say I did not think the 
party with which the gentleman acted did enter- 
tain any objection to the measure. And lex- 
pressed my regret that those two gentlemen, 
who by their position were entitled to be con 


| sidered in some measure representative men in 


their party, should take this position, because it 
might lead to such a supposition being enter- 
tained. I protested against it. I did not be- 
lieve that in that respect those gentlemen did 
represent their party. 

Mr. WOOD. I do not think I have wrongly 
stated the language of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes.}] I may have 


| misapprehended him, but I am well versed in 





the force of language, and | am certain that 
the gentleman cannot deny that he endeavored 
to fix the hostile attitude of the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Kerr] and myseif to this 
bill as being opposition, and he hoped that 
our side of the House generally would not 
exhibit a similar opposition to the interests of 
the laboring classes of the country. | am 
obliged to ask whether he designed to take a 
partisan advantage to that side of the House? 

But, sir, let that pass. This bill is now before 
us for consideration, and for discussion, and 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


working classes in Europe and here. There 
are great underlying causes for popular dis 
content there; and there is a wide diversity 
of opinion, of political action and of ultimate 
determination with reference to the practical 
result and solution of this great question he- 
tween the Internationals of Europe and the 
laboring, working, producing classes in the 
United States. 

Sir, in my judgment, the causes of the 
trouble here lie within the legislatioa, within 
the public policy of the dominant party. ‘The 


| laboring classes of the United States feel to- 


cay that there is a discrimination mude aguinst 
them. They see largely aggregated wealth 
placed in the hands of a few, which is held 
there oppressive to the many. They say, and 
I may almost say for them, that they who pro- 
duce nothing get everything, while they who 
produce everything get nothing. They feel 
that by the condition of the publie policy of 
this country, by the results of congressional 
legislation, by the principles and_ practice 
initiated within the last decade, the results of 
their labors are not what they were before 
that; that while your depreciated currency has 
enhanced prices nominally, it has not to a cor- 
responding extent enhanced the rewards of 
their labor; that while an onerous taxation. 
occasioned by a large public debt by the 
profligacy of the administration of our public 
affairs, by the wide-spread corruption, by the 
granting of subsidies and bounties, by liberal 
bequests made by the Government to those 
who are abundantly able to provide for and 
take care of themselves—that that condition 
of things has reacted and produced elements 
in the country oppressing them and grinding 
them down. In this condition of things they 
properly ask the question, how is this? ‘They 
are naturally discontented ; they are naturally 
seeking a remedy ; they are naturally looking 
for relief; they are naturally agitating the great 
problem whether their interests should not 
receive an equal protection if it be within the 
power of the Government to grant them that 
relief, 

Now, I will say to them that they need not 
look to the source from which has emanated 


| this oppression for a remedy for their disease, 


and that that power which by its legislation 
has imposed these unjust burdens upon their 
industry will be the last power to grant them 
a remedy such as they require. Let them look 
back to ten years ago. We had then no pub 
lic debt; we had no system of internal revenue 
taxation; we had no governmental paper; we 
had no profligate and extravagant appropri 
ations of the public credit and public property 
to corporations abundantly able to protect 
themselves. These men know all this, and 
knowing it, in my judgment, practical, honest, 
clear-headed men as they are, they wiil look 
for the restoration of the Democratic party to 
power to give them the ouly relief that they 
can ever receive in this country. And, sir, it 
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is the veriest, the smallest demagogism for 
gentlemen to rise here and by pretending by 
the exercise of their patronage in creating an 
investigation iil the causes of the difficulty 
to seek the favor of the class which they have 
so oppressed, ruined, and almost destroyed. 
Sir, inmy judgment the time is speedily coming 
for their relief; the time is speedily coming 
when under an administration and under legis- 
lation which is consistent with the Constitution 
of the United States they are to be relieved of 
all these burdens. That time will be here very 
soon, and then, and not till then, the working 
classes of this country will have relief. 
| Here the hammer fell. | 


CIVIL SERVICK KEFORM. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House the following message from 
the President of the United States: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

In accordance with the act of Congress, approved 
March 3, 1471, | convened a commission of eminent 
gentiemen to devise rules and regulations for the 
purpose of reforming the civil service. Theirlabors 
are now complete, and I transmit herewith their 
report, together with the rules which they recom- 
mend for my action. These ruleshave been adopted 


and will gointo effect on the Ist day of January, 1872. | 


Under the law referred to, as interpret it, the 
authority is already invested in the Executive to 
enforce these regulations, with full power to abridge, 
alter, or amend them, at his option, when changes 
may be deemed advisable. 

These views, together with the report of the com- 
missioners, are submitte lfor your careful consider- 
ation as to whether further legislation may be neces- 
sary in order to carry out an effective and beneficial 
civil service reform. If lett to me, without further 
congressional action, the rules prescribed by the 
commission, under the reservation already men- 
tioned, will be faithfully executed, but they are not 
binding, without further legislation, upon my suc- 
cessors. 

Being desirous of bringing this subject to the 
attention of Congress before the approaching 
recess, | have not time to sufficiently examine the 
accompanying report to enable me to suggest defi- 
nite legislative action to insure the support which 
may be necessary in order to give a thorough trial 
to a policy long needed. 

I ask for all the strength which Congress can give 
me to enable me to carry out the reforms in the 
civil service, recommended by the commissioners, 
and adopted, to take effect, as before stated, on 
January 1, 1872. 

The law which provides for the convening of a 
commission to devise rules and regulations for 
reforming the civil service, authorizes, I think, the 
permanent organization of a primary board under 
whose general direction all examinations of appli- 
cants for public office shall be conducted. There is 
no appropriation to continue such a board beyond 
the termination of its present labors. I therefore 
recommend that a proper appropriation be made 
to continue the services of the present board for 
another year; andin view of the fact 
members of the board hold positions in the pub- 
lic service, which precludes them from receiving 
extra compensation, under existing laws, that they 
be authorized to receive a fair compensation for 
extra services rendered by them in the performance 
of this duty. 


that three 


U.S.GRANT. 
Exscutive Mansion, December 19, 1871. 

The SPEAKER. Accompanying the mes 
eage are the report of the commission and the 
opinion of the Attorney General. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the message 
and the accompanying papers be referred to 
the special Committee on Civil Service and 
Reform, and that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. KELLEY. I also submit the following 
resolution, which will be referred under the 
law to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, That twenty thousand copies of the 
President's message of this date, relating to civil 
service reform, and the report therewith transmitted, 
be printed for the use of this House. 


Mr. KILLINGER. I will suggest to the 
gentleman to include the opinion of the Attor- 
ney General. 

Mr. KELLEY. I will modify my resolution 
so as to include the printing of all the accom- 
panying documents. 

The resolution as modified was, under the | 
law, referred to the Committee on Printing. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATR. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Gornaw, | 

its Secretary, informed the House that the | 

Senate had passed, with amendments, in which 


a 


| 


the concurrence of the House was requested, 
a bill of the following title: 

A bill (H. R. No. 459) for the construction 
of a public building at Chicago, Illinois. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT CHICAGO. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
to take up and consider the bill just received 
from the Senate. The amendments to it are 
purely verbal. 

Mr. HOAR. I thought the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Ke_iey] had the floor on 


| the bill in relation to the labor commission. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the 
floor; but the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. GarrieLp] would take him from 


Speaker’s table. 

Mr. DAWES. Let it be by unanimous con- 
sent, as otherwise it will terminate the morning 
hour. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
intended to ask. 

No objection being made, the amendments 


That is what I 


| of the Senate were taken from the Speaker's 


except that it makes the price apply to the | 


table for consideration. 

The first amendment was on page 1, line 
nine, after the word ‘‘price’’ to insert the 
words ‘‘for the ground ;’’ so that it will read, 
‘‘a fair and reasonable price for the ground.’’ 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. That amend- 
ment, as we understand it, does not change 
the real meaning of the bill in any respect, 


ground, and not to the whole building. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was to strike out the 


words, ‘‘some other square of ground in the | 


city of Chicago not more than two squares dis- 
tant from,”’ 


ground nearest to and immediately surround- 
ing.”’ 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I take it that 
this amendment does not vary in substance 
the original text of the bill. Gentlemen who 
understand the nature of the ground in ques- 


| tion say that the bill as drawn allows already 


a selection from twenty-four squares. But lest 
there might be some doubt about it, the Sen- 


| ate has struck out the language originally used, 


and provided specifically that the selection may 
be made from the twenty-four squares imme- 
diately surrounding. I move that the amend- 
ment be concurred in. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 


and to insert in lieu thereof the | 
words, ‘‘out of the twenty-four squares of | 


I ask the House | 


the floor, because it is a motion to go to the 





sider the votes by which the amendments were | 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
WAGES AND HOURS OF LABOR. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill (H. R. No. 374) to provide for the ap- 
pointment of a commission on the subject of 


to reconsider be laid on the table. | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the wages and hours of labor, and the division | 


of protits between labor and capital in the 
United States. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, the message from the President of 


| the United States, which has just been read at 


| the Clerk’s desk, is a full and effectual answer 
| to the charges that have just been made by 


gentlemen upan the opposite side of the House 
with regard to the profligacy of the Adminis- 
tration. It shows that the party which the 
President represents is a party of retrench- 
ment and reform; that it is endeavoring, as | 
far as it may be able, to seek out all miscon- 
duct and maladministration in any department 
of the General Government, and to correct all 
evils that may be found, wherever they may 
exist, and to effect a proper civil service re- 
form. I regret that gentlemen on the other 
side have ma ‘e this bill the subject of political 
discussion. It has not been so treated by gen 
tlemen upon our side of this Hall, where this 
bill originated in good faith, not in the inter | 
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est of any political party, or any clique ; no, 
in the interests of the laborer alone, or of 41. 


a as : 3 the 
| capitalist alone, but in the interest of gj) the 
people of the nation, who are deeply jnta, 


| And it is an additional matter of regret that . 
| bill which merely provides for a com 7 





ested in the subjects mentioned in th. bil 


lil, 


° . Mission 
of inquiry should have created so much ular, 


in the ranks of the Democratic party, J; 
seems to me that there never can come 
the Republicans a proposition which gen:|, 
men on the other side do not consider po}jy;. 
cal, and of which they are not afraid tha: ; 
may create for us some political capital, 

This bill is not intended for the establish 
ment of a permanent bureau, with a commix 
sioner at the head of it, and with the attenday, 
officers and consequent expenses. It merely 
provides that three intelligent men, to be ge 
lected by the President of the United States 
shall be authorized to look into and investigate 
what are supposed to be the relations of eapita| 
and labor, and how those relations are affected 
by our system of commerce, finance, and ey; 
rency. There is no gentleman on this floor 
who does not know that in England, France, 
and Germany great distress and great disaf. 
fection exist among the laboring classes of 
the people. It is also well known that they 


fron 


| are entering into combinations and affiliations 


for the purpose of remedying the evils which 
they say are bearing heavily upon them. The; 
we have the additional great fact staring us in 
the face that in England, the great worksho; 
of the world, in that portion of it which has q 
large number of furnaces, forges, and facto. 
ries, (I allude to Wales,) one individual out 
of every nine is a pauper, and supported at 
the expense of the community. It is also a 
matter of record that in England and Wales 
combined, out of a population of twenty-two 
million, one million one hundred thousand, or 
one in every twenty, are supported in the 
public poor-houses of the nation ata cost of 
$48,000,000 annually. Even in this country, 
unfortunately, we have not been free from labor 
disturbances, and we have had our lock-outs 
and our strikes of long continuance, and to the 
great disadvantage both of the employer and 
the workman, and to the injury of the people. 

As we are rapidly becoming a manufactur 
ing people, it becomes our duty, then, in order 
that we may not suffer from evils similar to 
those which have manifested themselves in 
the older countries, to investigate these mat 
ters, that we may, if possible, discover the 
ground of these labor difficulties.  [t is right 
and proper, nay, it is the duty of the consti 


concurred in; and also moved that the motion || tutional Representatives of the people, that 


they should carefully examine and see wherein 


| the trouble lies, with a view to such constitu 


tional action, if any be needed, as will remove 
the grievances of which the laborer com- 
plains. 

It is urged upon the opposite side that the 
evils in question have originated in the action 
of the Republican party. We are told that 
the great burdens under which the people 
suffer arise from the heavy debt which has 


_been imposed upon them and the taxation 


consequent thereon. I admit that all classes 
of the people are to-day laboring under great 
disadvantages, difficulties, and privations be: 
cause of the taxation resulting from the pub- 
lic debt; but I want to ask this House and the 
people what created that public debt? Was it 
not created because of the requirements of the 
loyal people of the country in providing the 
- me tai means of putting down agreat rebel 
ion? 

Who are the men who originated that rebel 
lion? They were the Democratic party of th 
South, aided and abetted by their sympathizers 
in the Democratic party in the North. And 
before the world to-day the men of the Dem 


| Ocratic party, North and South, are the men 
_who are responsible for the war, and for all 


the effects of that rebellion, and are the meu 
answerable before God and the country for our 
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t national debt and the consequent taxes 

sngtherefrom. They cannot throw it upon 
en publican party. Theyaloneare responsi- 
or the consequences, and whatever pri 
and whatever embarrassments labor 
originated in and arose from the 
Democratic party. 

| regret, Mr. Speaker, that on the question 
of inquiry there should be worked into this 
debate the tariff question, and that the Democ- 
racy should attempt to charge ou the Repub- 
lican party of the country that they are liabie 
for throwing burdens on the laboring classes 
pecause of their legislation on the tariff They 
cay they are the friends of labor. I deny the 
assertion. The Republican party ol the coun- 
try is the party alone that fosters aud encour- 
ages labor. If the Democratic party were to 
have their wishes, if they were able to carry 
out the policy they desire to establish, it would 
be a free-trade policy. They are the free-trade 
party of the country. The free-trade organ in 
New York, the World, is the organ of the great 
national Democracy. It has told us over and 
over again that the Democracy constitute the 
free-trade party of the nation. And that free- 
trade party desires to transfer the workshops 
of America over to Europe. They desire to 
vive to the mechanic, the laboring man, the 
artisan of England, France, and Germany the 
opportunity to usurp our labor; the opportun 
‘ty to make everything we consume or use in 
any way in this country, and receive the wages 
of such labor. 
be that every workshop of the country would 
be closed, our furnaces, our forges, our mills, 


grea 


tbe 
ble ior 
yations 
suffers under 
action of the 





affected by existing laws regulating com- 
merce, finance, and currency. ’ 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it is true and will be con- 
ceded to be true, 1 am sure, by every gentle- 


/ man of this House, that there has never been a 


'| thirty years. 


In so doing the result would || baps, in about one hundred years; that of 


our factories would all stand idle, and our || 


artisans thrown out intothe worldand brought | 


into competition with agricultural labor, the 
consequences whereof would be that our agri 


cultural industry would be prostrated by com- | 


petition, as well as our mechanical industry 


destroyed by being transferred to artisans in || 


foreign lands. 

] regret these matters should be brought 
into this discussion. All we ask is a commis- 
sion to make this investigation. I have no 
doubt a good commission will he formed of 
sound men, and with a sole view to their fit- 


time in the history of the country when the 
laboring classes themselves were so much agi 
tated on the subjects embraced in this bill as 
now. It is true in our country as in every other 


that the laboring class constitutes its wealth | 


and power, and ata time like this when through 
out our country, and I may say throughout the 
civ lized world, the workingmen are banded 
together for the purpose, if possible, of secur 
ing their rights from the governing power, it 
becomes us, chosen by the people to do their 
will, to heed the voice coming up to us from 
ali sections of our land. And, sir, as we look 
at the history of our own country, we are ad 


monished of the fact that we can gather very | 


little information from Europe which shall be | 
of importance to us in guiding our legislation | 


in reference to our Own country. Our growth 
has been so unparalleled, our institutions are 
so different from those of the countries of 
Europe, that we have to look at our own coun- 
try and its own wants, rather than to the coun- 


tries of Europe, to ascertain what may be | 


needed in the way of legislation. 

Sir, we grow and prosper as no other nation 
grows and prospers or has ever grown and 
prospered. Our population doubles in about 
Chat of England doubles, per- 


France in about three hundred years; so that | 


questions which may develop slowly in those | 


countries come rapidly upon us and press upon 
us for immediate determination and action. 


Now, sir, it is true that the laboring masses | 


of this country are in earnest upon this sub 
ject. 


_ laboring classes of our own country are now 


ness for the position, and that both labor and | 
capital will be fairly represented thereon. We | 


do not ask for any legislative action atall. It 
is only that the commission may inquire into 
the subjects provided in this bill aud report 
upon them. After that report is made, if 
there be anything within the purview of the 
power of Congress whereby we can legislate 
iu order to lifi up the burdens from the back 
of the laboring man, then it will be the duty 


of this House of Representatives to frame its | 


action accordingly. At all events let us have 
the commission now, and with the vast fund 


of information it will coliect we can have intel- | 


ligent action hereafter. 

| have occupied as much of the time as | 
proposed, and now yield the floor for ten min- 
utes to the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
HaWLey. ] 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I have given 
some consideration to the subjects embraced 
in this bill, and I believe it to be the duty of 
Congress to adopt this or some similar meas- 


out of employment. There are branches of 


| industry where the laborer is not amply paid 


or rewarded for the service which he renders. 
There are some sections of the country where 
the hours of labor are too long. There are 
sections of the country, and especially in the 
large cities, where the laboring classes are 
insufficiently provided for, because they have 
not sufficient wages for their labor. They are 
without houses to cover them, without food to 
feed them, or clothing to protect them. 

Now, as these cities of our country shall 


| grow and increase, as the population shall be 


gathered in the cities, it will be more impera- 
tive on the legislative branch of the Govern- 
ment that the interests of the laboring classes 


| shall be guarded more than they have been in 


| tory. 


the past. In the years that are past our popu 


It is also true that great numbers of the | 
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inquire and examine into the questions pro 
posed to be submitted by this bill, and who 
shall report to Congress at some future time 
such statistics and such facts as will enable it 
intelligently, and more intelligently than in 
the past, to legislate upon these subjects which 
are of vital importance and interest to all the 
people. 

Now, it has pleased gentlemen on the other 
side of the House this morning to charge the 
Republican party with the passage of laws cal 
culated to infringe upon the rights of labor. 
And I listened to the views of the gentleman 
trom New York, [Mr. Woop,] who was last 
upon the floor, when he charged the Repub- 
lican party with bringing upon the country all 
the difficulties and all the wrongs to which he 
alluded. Sir, the Republican party has always 
supported the interests of the laboring classes, 
while on the other hand I point the gentleman 
to the fact that the Democratic party fostered 
slavery in this country; that it declared that 
in all the free territory of the nation slavery 
existed by force of the Constitution of the 
United States. I point him to the fact that it 
fostered slavery and encouraged it in the States 
where it existed, and that it repealed the Mis- 
souri compromise for the purpose of carrying 
slavery into free territory. On the other hand, 
[ point him to the fact that the Republican 
party has made free every human being within 
the length and breadth of our country; that it 
has not only made them free, but that it bas 
given to every man in this country the ballot 
by which he may protect his rights, so that it 
becomes the highest interest of the people of 
this country to see that the masses of the peo- 
ple who possess these rights are educated and 
in every way protected. i point him to the 
further fact that the Republican party has given 
to the country the homestead law instead of 
giving slavery to the Territories. It has opened 


| up the whole wide field of the West to the 


lation has scattered over a wide area; certainly | 


that was true of our country in its early his 
[he wide fields of the West were ever 


|| Opening to the laboring classes and the poor 
| men of the country, and inviting them to till 


ure for the purpose of inquiring into the facts | 


proposed to be investigated by it. The ex- 
pense attending it is certainly not very great. 
It does not contemplate the establishment of 
bureau which shall be permanent in its oper 
ations, but it does provide for gathering sta 
tistics and facts which may be of the greatest 


linportance to enable Congress to frame intel- | 


ligenily such laws as are necessary to protect 
the interests named in this bill. It proposes 
the appointment of a commission who shall 
“Investigate the subject of the wagesand hours 
of labor, and of the division of the joint profits 
of labor and capital between the. laborer and 
the capitalist, and the social, educational, and 
Sanitary condition of the laboring classes of 
the United States, and how the same are 


42p Cone. 2p Sess.—No. 15. 


|| appointment of such a commission, who shall || read for information. 


its virgin soil. But as the mass of the labor 
ing people are gathered into the cities and into 


| districts more confined, and as the population 


| there is becoming more dense, the demand wil! 
| be more and more imperative upon the national 





Legislaiure to protect the interests of those 
classes, and secure and foster them by wise 
legislation. 

It is not contemplated simply by this bill 
that Congress in future shail 
affirmative legislation in favor of the protec 
tion of those interests; but the bill contem- 
plates the inquiry whether there are now laws 
in existence that ought to be repealed, modi- 
fied, or amended which have as their tend- 
ency and further result an iniringement upon 
the rights of the laboring classes; whether 
or not the laws of the country are of such a 
character as that they protect and foster capi- 
tal as against labor instead of giving each its 
right and proper share of protection. 
therefore, sir, that it would be wisdom upon 


legislate by 


I think | 


the part of Congress now to provide for the | 


homestead settler, where every poor man in 
the country may go with his family and take 
up one hundred and sixty acres of public lands, 
and where he may live securely protected by 
the laws of his country. 

This is my answer to the gentleman, and | 
say, in conclusion, that it does not become the 


| Democratic party, it does not become gentle 


men upon the other side of the House, to say 
that the Republican party has been opposed to 
the interests of labor in this country. I affirm 
that the Republican party has been from its 
commencement until now, and will continue 
to be, the friend of the laboring masses of our 
country. 

I thank the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
for yielding to me. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania. I yield 
two minutes to my colleague from Pennsy! 
vania | Mr. Speer] for the purpose of offering 
an amendment only. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Brain, 
of Michigan, inthe chair.) No further amend- 
ment is now in order. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. I desire to 
give notice that at the proper time I wiil move 
to amend the second section by adding thereto 
the following: 

And especially to investigate the system of pay- 
ing laborers in store orders instead of in cash, and 
report what means, if any,can be adopted to prevent 
the continuance of this system. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania. I now 
yield ten minutes to the gentleman from IIli- 
nois, [Mr. farnsworru. | 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. And I yield for a 
moment to my colleague, [Mr. Burcuarp, } 
who desires to offer an amendment. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I desire to move an 
amendment to the motion of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. CampBE Lt. ] 

Mr. HOAR. I rise to a question of order. 
I do not understand that the amendment just 
read was offered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore 


It was merely 
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Mr. BURCHARD. I move to amend the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio by striking 


Or from the instruc tions all afte or the intro 
ductory part of the resolution, and inserting 
in lieu thereof the following: 


Thatit shall be the duty of thechief of the Bureau 


of Statistics, under the direction of the Secretary of 
lreasury, in addition to the duties now required to 
he performed by him, to investigate and collect 
tatiatice upon the subject of wages and hours of 


labor.,and of the division of thejoint profits of labor 
ind capital between the laborer and the capitalist, 
i upon the social, educational, and sanitary con 
dition of the laboring classes of the United States, 
nd upon the bearing and influence of existing laws 
of the United States regulating commerce, finance, 
nd currency upon that welfare. 


The amendment which I propose is not 
antagonistic to the purpose of the bill. 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania. 1 de 
‘to say that I did not yield the floor to the 
Illinois for the 
illowing an amendment, but for the 


gentleman from purpose of 


purpose 


of de bating the ‘j restion. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH, There was no stipu- 
lation of that kind. I know nothing about 


that. I yielded to my colleague to offer an 


umendment 
Mr. BUR( amendment does 


‘HARD. My 


not conflict with any of the views which 
have been a ivanes | here by the advocates of 
tn measure 
HOAK. I rise to a question of order. 
I submit that the gentleman from Illinois is 
not addressing himself to anything before the 
House 
Mr. Ll HARD. Well, that is a very 
nall point of order, indeed. [ Laughter. ] 


The original proposition is that a commission 
shall be appointed to investigate and ascertain 
that no member upon this floor 
fitto be a member of Congress has not given 
to and cannot be wholly 
of some information upon that subject. 
lt is one of the fundamental questions in 
political economy and deeply concerns the 


] 


certam tact 


some consideration 


de titute 


public welfare of the country—the proper 
division of the profits of capital and labor. 
Hut the bill confesses our ignorance and pro- 
poses to give the investigation of these ques- 
tious to a commission, creating three addi 


tional officers to draw a salary of $5,000 per 

would have no ol je ction to 
that we have already the ma- 
necessary to ascertain these facts. 
We have a Bureau of Statistics, employed at an 


annum each i 
that were it no 


ehinery 


annual expense of from forty to sixty thou 
ind dollars, with a clerical force of from 
thirty to forty men, as the Treasury report 
shows, who can investigate and = inquire 


into these facts. Jam in favor of utilizing, 


force that we have, 


as more economical, the 
and I think it is far better to do that than 
tO appoint a joint committee of members of 


the Senate and House of Representives, as 


proposed by the gentleman from Qhio, [| Mr. 
CAMPBELL,] empowered to send for persous 
and papers, and investigate the subject. What 


and not theories. and we 


already a bureau for ascertaining these 


we want 1s tacts 
have 
fact 

| thank my colleague for yielding tome. | 
have notmade amotion to amend the bill, but 
simply a motion to amend the instructions 
offered by the gentleman from Ohio. 

| desire that if they are instructed to report 
any measure, it shall be a measure merely 
authorizing or requiring the Bureau of Statis- 
tics to ascertain these facts. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
a very few words on this subject. In the out- 
set I wish to say that the Republican party has 
done more for the laboring men and women of 
the United States, of all colors, and without 
regard to color, than any other party under 
the sun ever did. In doing this. 


I desire to say but | 


doubt that some of the laws that have been | 


enacted bear unequally upon labor and capi- 
tal. But I think that can all be remedied by 
the repeal of a few laws, by the repeal or dim 
inution of some taxes, and by such an adjust- 


| 
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| pig-iron and coal. 


1} woes, 
I have no | 


ment as upon due inquiry members of Congress 
wot ild be c apabl le of making. 

But I wish to say that [am opposed to any 
more commissions upon this subject. It is 
proposed by this bill to appoint a commission 
of three gentlemen, with a sal ary of $5,000 each 
who are to ineubate for four and 
and then bring forth the re- 
sults of their investigation and lay them before 
Now $5,000 a year is just what a 
member of C We have here a 
Education and Labor, and a 


per annum 
twenty months, 
Congress 
meress gets. 


Committee on 


very intelligent and distinguished committee it | 


is, too; a much better commission, in my 
than the President or anybody else 


can make who may undertake to appoint three 


opinion, 


gentlemen from the country at large. Now 
we can have the benefit of the labors of that | 


committee without expending any $5,000 a 
year each additional for three commissioners. 
And as they are in Congress for two years, 
they will have full time to make their investi- 
much time as this commission would 
now commissions enough in 
the Government. We have a Commissioner of 
Agriculture, «1 Commissioner on Statistics, a 
Commissioner of the Census, a Commissioner of 
Education, andsundry othercommissioners. I[ 
believe the last appointed was a commissioner 
By the way, I wonder what the com- 


gation, as 


have. We have 


on fishes 


missioner on fishes has been doing all this 
time. i presume we will have a report from 


him Soon. 

Mr. DAWES. 
what he has just said ? 
stand him. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I said that I believed 
ve had a commissioner on fishes. 

Mr. DAWES. 
a word? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
the matter at all. 

Mr. DAWES. [| think my friend from IlIli- 
nois, {Mr. Farnswortn,]| with all the other 
members of this House, will be gratified when 
we receive the report of that commissioner. | 


[ did not fully under- 


I do not care about 


think that their constituents all along the lakes | 


will thank somebody for having started that 
commission. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Well, 


[ will be very 


glad of that. And besides all those com- 
| missions and commissioners, we have com- 


mittees in both Houses of Congress upon all 
those subjects. We have a Committee on 
Agriculture, a Committee on Manufactures, a 
Commitene on Education and Labor. and com- 
mittees upon almost every conceivable subject. 
If there is any necessity for another committee 
ial subject let us appoint it, but do 
not pass an act of Congress providing for send- 
ing out a commission of three long laboring 
gentlemen, very well dressed and very distin- 
guished, courteous gentlemen, no doubt, gradu- 
ates of some- distinguished college in New 
England, to labor for two years to ascertain 
and discover what we ought to know here to 
begin with, to advise us as to what kind of 
laws we should pass in reference to capital 
and labor. We had a Commissioner of Rev- 
enue awhile ago. He did not happen to suit 
certain gentlemen from certain sections of this 
country upon the subject of the tariff, and he 
was turned out. 

Mr. HOAR. He was not turned out. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Well, his term ex- 
vired and we would not renew it because he 
gehen to be a low-tariff man. Now,if we 
should happen to get on this commission three 
high-tariff men, their panacea for all the woes 
that afflict this country would be a tariff on 
If we should happen to get 
a free trade commission, their 


on this spec 


their adjustment of all the differences 
between capital and labor, would be free trade. 
Now, sir, a committee of this House appointed 
from different portions of the country, repre- 
senting different views ; representing labor and 


capital, banks and agriculture, and everything || 
of that kind, is the best sort of a committee to | 


IONAL GLOBE. 


Will the gentleman repeat 


Will the gentleman allow me | 


remedy for all || 


December 19. 


| investigate this subject and report to the H 
| at least so it seems to me. 
| It is proposed by some gentlemen 
mence relieving the labor of the 
|| repealing the tax upon incomes. {| is pro 
posed to begin the work of ameliorat; ae if 
condition of oppressed labor by repe 
| only tax we impose upon capital. “R rom 
| other source it is proposed to repeal the 
upon banks. That is an excellent remedy fr 
|| the relief of the laboring men. Such are 
various propositions presented. Sir, let thic 
matter be referred to the committee thar }, 
had it in charge; let them make the nece sein 
investigations and report to this House, 
certainly shall receive their report with ; 
deal of respect. 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania. | yoy 
yield ten minutes to my colleague, [ Mr, Ky, 
| LINGER. } 7 
Mr. KILLINGER. Mr. Speaker, in the egy), 
|| part of the session I introduced a resoly 
| tion instructing the Committee on Edi 
|| and Labor to inquire into the expediency f 
reporting a measure looking to the estab); 
ment of a bureau of labor in connection y, 
the Department of Agriculture. My pref 
ence now would be that this question sho 
take that shape—that the Commissione: 
|| Agriculture, whom we know to be a comp 
|| tent gentleman, should have charge ot 
|| whole subject. In this way we should a 
|| the creation of a commission. I do not ta 
|| the establishment of new offices, especia| 
|| sinecure offices. I much prefer that the off 
| cers of the Government now in power and now 
| 
| 
| 


OUse 


to eg m 
Country | 


aling th . 


an 


te 
le 


and | 
ang 


il 


| drawing salaries should discharge the dat 
| which this bill proposes to assign to a commis 
sion consisting of three members. The Com 





| missioner of Agriculture has time enough | 
spare from the discharge of his present duties 
|| to give his attention to this subject; and | 
| believe that his would be the proper depart 
|| ment of the Government to take charge of this 
subject. 

However, sir, I do not rise to antagoniz 
the bill now before the House, for if | canno 
get such a measure as I prefer, | will go fora 
commission such as is proposed. But | wis 
to call the attention of the House to two 
amendments which I have proposed to this 
bill, and the adoption of which I regard as o! 
great importance in order to perfect it. The 
bill provides that these commissioners shal! 
hold office for two years. I propose that thei: 
labors shall be limited to one year. If th 
Congress of the United States is in earnest on 
this subject, and means to meet the views aud 
demands of the laboring people, we must no! 
put off this question for two years. What th 
people want is speedy action, not mere resolves 
and not mere sentimentalism. They requir 


made to it, and that we should take the 
responsibility of acting upon that report. 
There is ample time for this commission to d 
its full duty within the period of one ond 
The necessary facts and statistics are paten! 
| to public inquiry. Many of them are offici al 
| records, and are easily accessible. I conte nd, 
sir, that if this Congress is in earnest—if we are 
| not paltering with the laboring people on this 
question—we will meet it before our terms 
expire in a practical way, and not mere!) 
|| theorize about it, not merely pass abstract 
resolutions and make buncombe speeches 
We shall be keeping the word of promise to 
the ear and breaking it to the hope if we pv! 
|| off this action for two years, and the laboring 
'| people of my section will so regard it. If Con 
| gress is afraid to meet this question and to 
grapple with it after the report is made, we 
may as well let the whole question rest. 


| prompt action. If we constitute a commis: 

|| sion to serve two years from the day of thei 

|| appointment, this Congress will not receive th: 
|| report of that commission; it will be made t 
|| the Forty-Third Congress. 

| Now, I contend that the Congress institut 
| ing this commission ought to have the report 
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That is one of the amendments I have pro- 
‘osed, that this Commission shail terminate 
shin one year. Then there is an additional 
ni on the ground of economy. 
no reason why we should create sinecure offices 


r e700 each to last two years, and to be | 
oO. Vs 


and the paraphernalia of 
such investigat ions. ] am utterly opposed to it. 
Mr. ELDRIDG K. W ill the gentleman allow 
me to ask him @ question ? 

Mr. KILLINGER. : 
five minutes, and one or two more points to 
The second amendment I proposed 


supplied with clerks 


make. 


was that at least one of this commission should || 


be a practical laborer. Unless such a one is 


pat on ; re ; aa , 
the paper upou which it is printed. lo appoint 
three erudite, learned gentlemen, ot classical 
and great repute in letters, is just of no 
account at all. The laboring man desires and 
deserves the recognition of this House. The 
President of the United States, in his disere- 


taste 


tion, may select a laboring man; but, sir, the | 
Congress of the United States is of greater | 


power in this Government than the President 
of the United States, and if the Kepresenta 


tives of this laboring people have the will, and | 
intend their interests shall be regarded, and | 
the requirements they make shall be fairly | 


heard, let them put itin print, let them state 


it here, and require that the President of the | 


(nited States shall appoint one at least who is 
practically identified with this question. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, unless we have these 
amendments, I do not consider the commis- 
sion of much account in any practical way. 
Suggestions have been made to me that, in 
addition to the one representing the laboring 
interest, the other two commissioners should 
represent the other great interests of manu- 
factures and commerce. Ido not intend, in 
my amendment, to include any other class of 
people than the laboring people, and for this 
reason: the interests of commerce and manu- 
factures, in which is invested the capital of 
the country, do not need any such indication 
from Congress. The President will be sure to 
hear from them. They will be there to be 
heard. The men who delve in the mine, who 
‘oil and spin and weave, will have no repre- 
sentation there. Unless it is in the law, 
‘nominated in the bond,”’ they will have no 
representation. ‘These suggestions are all I 
desire to make in that connection. 

The questions to be submitted to the con- 


sideration of a commission press for an early | 


solution. The problem of labor reform, in its 


varied aspects and relations, is one of the | 


momentous questions of our advancing civili- 
zation. Its shadow is seen and its power is 
felt in the daily telegrams which reach us from 
all parts of the civilized world. Kings and 
people, church aud State, feel its influence, 
and we will be compelled to deal with it in this 
country in a practical way at no remote day. 
What, then, is this question? It involves 


the recognition on the part of the Govern- | 


ment of the fact that the laboring classes of 
our population, more especially those engaged 
in manual labor, menial labor as it has come 
to be regarded, are being unfairly dealt with, 
are entitled to more consideration, higher 
compensation, and some share in the govern- 
ing forees of the country. Associated wealth 
now holds this large class of our producers in 
an iron grasp, and refuses them that equal and 
exact justice to which they feel themselves to 
be entitled: and yet labor is admitted of 


all men to be the source of wealth and the | 


foundation of our material prosperity. It is 
not singular that the intelligent laborer should 
seek to share in some degree the comforts and 
prosperity of his employer. 

Experience has proved tbat the principle of 
coUperation, which underlies this labor reform 
movement, between employer and employed, 
works well in many of those branches of indus- 
try which require small capital and limited 
Capacity. I am hopeful that this beneficent 





There is | 


No, sir; | have only | 


this commission this bill is not worth | 


| brace the larger industrial establishments of 
'| the country. When the principle is recognized 


that there is and of right ought to be an 


reform movement will be assured. It will be 
to the great advantage of the whole country 
that some such result shall be reached and that 
|| speedily. It will silence distontent, secure sta- 
bility in all kind of industrial enterprises, and 
do away with strikes and suspensions. When 
the employer and the employed have thus a 
| common interest in the prosecution of any 
trade or business, we may look for steady in 
dustry, increased production, and generally a 
more economical and satisfactory management 
of their affairs. 

These efforts are widely different from what 
I understand the Commune of Paris and the 
Reds of continental Europe to be striving for. 
The American workingmen with whom I have 
come in contact are neither atheists nor inti- 
dels, Fourierites nor free-lovers. They do not 
worship the Goddess of Reason, nor propose to 
| break down the barriers between virtue and 
vice. The true method of labor reform is to 
be found in the American idea of educating 
the masses, improving their condition, and 
recognizing them one and all as factors in 
our social and political system. If I under- 
stand the foreign system it will ever be an 
exotic on American soil, encouraging, as it 
does, idleness instead of labor, rapine instead 
of economy. li leads to disorganization and 
disorder, debauchery and moral death! Our 
| system rests on that better basis, ‘*a Govern- 
ment of the people for the people and hy the 
people,’’ and inculeates industry and sobriety 
the sacredness of the marriage tie and the fam- 
ily relation, the elevation of ail classes, the 
subjection of none; and in these consists th: 
greatness and grandear of the nation. 

Mr. TOWNSEND; of Pennsylvania. [| now 
yield for ten minutes to my colleague, [{ Mr. 
KELLEY. | 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, | hope the 
bill for the appointment of the commission 
will pass. I[ cannot argue the general ques- 


some sort to the remarks of my colleague 
[Mr. Storm] and of the gentleman from New 
|| York [Mr. Cox] who sits beside him. In the 
|| course of their remarks they assailed the duties 
| on various manufactured articles, chiefly of 
|| iron. Sir, those duties are requisite to secure 
employment to the American laborer. ‘They 
are the sole defense of his right to steady em- 
ployment. ‘To the penniless and unemployed 
laborer no commodities are cheap. ‘The cheap- 
est are so costly that he cannot buy them, 
while the steadily employed and well-paid arti 
san can furnish himself abundantly with at 
least the necessaries of life. | do not mean 
to reply to the suggestions of my colleague 
in my own language; but will do it by re- 
questing the Clerk to read a letter from one 
who was legislating as a member of Congress 
before either he or the gentleman from New 
York was born—more than fifty years ago—and 
who lives to watch, with inteiligence, legislation 
touching the rights and interests of the masses 
of his countrymen. 
Stewart, of western Pennsylvania. 
will please read his leiter. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
UNIONTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA, 
1] December 11, 1371. 
|| Dear Sir: Last winter the free-traders succeeded 
in reducing the duty on pig iron from nine dollars 
|| to seven dollars per ton, and I see that they now 
propose to reduce it tofive dollars. This reduction of 
two dollars was madeto reduce the price in accord- 
ance with their theory that *‘ the duty is always added 
to the price and paid by the consumer;’’ while, on 


The Clerk 


be to break down our weak establishments, check 

the strong, discourage investments, destroy compe- 

tition, and of course diminish supply, and thereby 

increase the price. Such were the arguments; 

| for the facts and results. 

| Let these free-traders look at the price-current of 
pig iron when they reduced the duty about a year 





now 





| principle may be extended and come to em- | 
| 


equity between the rate of dividends made and | 
the rate of wages paid the success of the labor | 
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ago, and at the price-current now, and they will find 
that instead of reducing the price of pig iron twi 
dollars aton it has increased it on an average nearly 
six dollars, say five dollars per ton. Then let them 
look at the official reports. British and American, 
and they will find that we have imported, since the 
reduction of the duty, about two hundred thousand 
tons of pig metal, which. at an inerease of five dol- 
lars a ton, will make a ciear gain to foreign impor! 
ers of $1,000,000 and an equivalent loss to American 
consumers, besides the millions lost by breaking down 
American competition and supply. 

But this is not all. The Treasury has, by this act, 
lost two dollars a ton on two hundred thousand ton: 
of pig iron, amounting to $400,000 in gold revenue. 
which our own people must now pay to supply thi 
loss. Such are the fruits of “‘ revenue reform.’’ Othe: 
causes may have contributed to these results, but 
this cannot impair the truth or destroy the influence 
of the facts stated. 

With these undeniable facts, proved by reeords., 
staring them in the face, these revenue reformers 
now propose to repeat the experiment by which they 
have robbed American consumers of 31,000,000, and 
the Treasury of $400,000 more to favor foreigners. 

Now, had they reversed this action, had they added 
two dollars a ton instead of taking it off, thereby 
stimulating production and encouraging investments 
at home, developing our own resources, giving ew 


(| ployment to our own labor, and markets and money 


tions now, having risen merely to reply in | 


i allude to Hon. Andrew | 


to our own farmers instead of foreigners, how many 
millions would it have saved, and how many would 


it have added to our national wealth and resources. 


| sists of ¢ 


Now, permit me to add briefly « few reasons why 
pig iron, above everything else, requires high pro- 
tection: 

lL. Because itis the product almost exclusively of day 
labor, unaided by labor-saving machinery; for what 
is clearer than that American labor, getting from 
$1 50 to two dollars a day, must be protected in its 
struggle with foreign labor forthe American market, 
receiving Wages ou an average less than half that 
sum? Especially as the cost of transporting for- 
eign pig iron to this country is a mere trifle, often as 
ballast, Jess than five dollars a ton; about the cost 
of carting it ten or fifteen miles on ordinary roads. 

2, Because almost the whole value of pig iron con 
“agricultural produce. Ask any practical pig 
iron maker, and he will tell you that about three 
fourths of the money he receives for his pig iron goes 
to the neighboring farmers for the subsistence of his 
labor; the horses, mules, and oxen, men, women, and 
children employed about his furnace; the ore and 
coal of which his iron is made being utterly worth- 
less if leftin the ground,and so the foreign iron we 
purchase consists of the agricultural produce of for- 
eign farmers sent here in disguise, worked up into 
pig iron, and our money sent by millions to pay for 





| it, instead of being distributed among our own farm - 


ers and laboring men, _ 
3. Beeause iron is alike essential in peace and 
war, and for which we ought, therefore, to be inde- 


| pendent of the world. 


4. Because the coal and ore of which iron is made 


| are useless and worthless if left unused and uncon- 


verted into iron. ; c ; 
5. Because our capacity to produce iron is un- 
limited, our coal and ore inexhaustible, easier of 


| access, and more equally and generally distributed 


| only to supply ourselves, 


than in any other country. Hence, ought we not 
but also, in time, the old 
and exhausted countries of Europe with iron, as we 
are now doing with many other articles horetofore 


imported, but now exported under favor of high pro- 


| tective duties, which having done their work are 


now useless and inoperative. 

Very respectfully, yours, A. 
Hon. W. D. KELLEY. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, having thus 
through the lips of that venerable man replied 
to the assault of my colleague and his friend 
from New York [Mr. Cox] upon the wages 
of the laboring people, I proceed to say that 
the working people of this country want this 


STEWART. 


| commission. 


the other hand,you contended that the effect would || 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| his bill. 


Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. KELLEY. I decline to be interrupted. 

Mr. COX. I only wish to inquire what is 
the date of that letter ? 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire also to say that I 
have never had so many letters from working 
people in so short a space of time, thanking 
me for act or word, as | have received during 
the last few days, thanking me for supporting 
the proposition of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Hoar, | and urging the appoint- 
ment of such a commission as is proposed by 
There are misunderstandings among 


| themselves, there are different theories as to 
| what are the causes of the difficulties and trials 


they are enduring, and they ask that intelligent, 
high-minded men, not connected with any fac 
tion or any party, may be authorized to bring 
representative men of all sides before them and 
hear their views as tothe grievances of the labor- 
ing classes and the remedies proposed. Thus 
they believe the commissioners may be able at 
not a distant day in the life of the nation, at 
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not a distant day in the life of man, but at an 
early day for 80) great a work, to lay before 
Cc nere gama yf joformation that member 
cannot obtar elsewhere, that has never been 
collected, and that cannot be collected except 
in some such way as is here proposed. And, 
n, mMading such a report, 
would have as beneficent a result as this Con 
gress can Dy any means pr duce during the 
whole of the period of its existence. 

{Here the hammer fell. J 
M LOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, how much time have I left of my 
hour? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Buatr, 
of Michigan, in the chai l'en minutes. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylva.ia. I yield 
the bal sce of my time to the gentieman from 
Ohio, | Mr. STEVENSON. | 

Mr. STEVENSON 


ing men complain of the legis- 


Mr. Speaker, the most 
int llig n an 
lation of the national Congress, because of the 
tariff with its multitude of provisions laying 


onerous taxes upon the people without benefit 


to the Treasury They complain of our legis 
lation, because of the fostering of great mo- 
nopoli nding themselves about the nation 
and threatening to crush the life out of it in its 
youth. Theycomplain of the waste, the almost 
crimit al waste of the pubis lands, of the 
squandering of the nation il domain which 
ought » be reserved for homesteads to them 
seives and to their children, 

| beleve ese complaints and others of 


‘hey certainly 
avely c yuside red. 


founded. 
deserve to be heard and 


. eer , 
like nature to be wel 


For this reason we should raise some such 
comm as is here proposed; and there 
if another reason for it: although the work- 
ingmen of America have good ground to com 
piain rain the national Government, yet 
they ha lso much cause for congratulation 
that they live in th free country, and the 
report trom ich a COmmMission cannot but 
show it the | ring masses of America are 
infinitely better off than ne same Ciasses i 
Europe A natio | official report such «as 
this comm) yn will make will be a most val 
uable document, not only of interest to us, but 
of great interest to Kurope; and it willincrease 
the tide of immigration to our nores, and 
thereby return to us manifold any amount 
w) { may ¢ ‘ 

Vhere is also another reason for raising this 
commu hon It is that working people 
want Chey are the majority of the people 
ofthis country. We are here to represent them, 
and we are bound to hear their complaints 

Mr PERCE l am requested by several 
members « nm ie th Slides ol the House Lo call 


the previous question at the present time. | 
am willing, however, before doing so, to vield 


to any gentleman who may desire to speak on 
the que lion belore the tlous . | any vg ntle 


cS 
] 


man will indicate such a desire, I will have 
pleasure in yielding to him. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinksit right 
to state that if the pre vious juestion be called 
on the motion of the gentleman from Ohio 
[ Mr. CamMPBeL.] torecommit with instructions, 
and the call 
of the previou question wiil not be exhausted 
until the bill is put upon its third reading and 
engrossment 

Mr. BIGGS. I would state to the chairman 
of the committee, the gentleman from Missis 
sipp!, | Mr. Percer,] that there are several 
gentleman here who desire to say something 
upon the bill. I would suggest that he should 
consent to allowing thirty minutes to this side 
of the House. 

Mr. PERCE. Ifthe gentleman from Dela- 
ware [| Mr. Breas] desires to be heard, I will 
yield to him with a great deal of pleasure. 

Mr. KERR. I think it right also to say that 
several gentlemen have leftthe Hall on the un- 
derstanding that no vote will be taken to day. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is under the 


hould be sustaine d. the operati mn 


that statement is correct; that several gentle- 


men have left with the impression, from the || 
notice which was given, that there would be no || 


vote on the bill to-day. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 
do now adjourn 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


I move that the House 


motion, to yield to me for the purpose of re- 


porting a bill from the Committee on Appro- | 


priations. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I do not know that I 


should be expected to say anything in support of 
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I ask my col- | 
league, [Mr. CampBew.,] before making that | 


the instructions of the committee, which I have | 


offered. 1 have certainly no disposition to pro- 
tract this debate, or to go into any elaborate 
discussion of the question before the House. 
I think it a very important one. But it is late 
in the afternoon ; many members have left the 


Hall; and in that view | propose to make a | 


motion to adjourn, but will yield temporarily 
to my colleague, [Mr. Garrreip, of Ohio. ] 

Mr. HOAR. 
the gentleman to have the previous question 
considered as ordered at the end of thirty min- 
utes debate going on in the mean time, and 
then adjourn, having a full hour for discussion 
to-morrow ?¢ 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I do not know, Mr. 
Speaker, what number of gentlemen may desire 
to be heard; and I should dislike to assume 
authority to make any arrangements which 


might cut them off to morrow. | have no doubt | 


that our side of the House is disposed to come 
to a vote to-morrow without any unreasonable 
delay. I willinquire, Mr. Speaker, whether | 
shall be entitled to the floor in the morning 
upon this proposition ? 

The SPEAKER. The floor has not been 
formally assigned; but the gentleman is upon 
the floor, and would be entitled to proceed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. [I withdraw for the time 


my colleague, the chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations, to report a bill. 
EXPENSES OF KU KLUX COMMITTEE. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask unanimous 
consent to report from the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, with two amendments, the bill 
(H. Rk. No. 484) making an appropriation to 


supply a deficiency in the appropriation for the. 


expenses of the joint select Committee on 
Aileged Outrages in the Southern States. 

The bill, which was read for information, 
appropriates for expenses of the joint select 
Committee on Alieged Outrages in the South- 
ern States the sum of $40,000, which is to be 
carried for this purpose to the contingent 
fund of the Senate and to be expended on vouch- 
ers of the chairman of the joint committee. 

lhe amendments were read, as follows : 

In line six strike out ‘*$40,000” and insert 


** $27,845.”’ 

In lines seven, eight, and nine strike out the 
words *‘ to be expended on vouchers of the chair- 
man of said joint committee.”’ 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the 
consideration of this bill now? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, Reserving the right to 


object, | wish to make a suggestion to the | 


gentleman from Ohio. It seems to me that 
the great reduction in the amount of the 
appropriation, from $40,000 to $27,845, 
demands at least some detailed report show- 
ing what these expenses have been. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will answer 
any question of the gentleman. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. This bill appropriat- 
ing $40,000 was iniroduced here without any 
report, and an amendment is now offered 
reducing the amount to $27,000 without any 
reason given for it. It seems to me that 
under such circumstances the bill ought not 
to pass willrout some explanation. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will not ask 
the House to pass the bill without any explan- 
ation. Ifthe gentleman will allow the bill to 
be considered, | will make an explanation and 


apprehension, from his own knowledge, that || will answer any questions. 


Would it not be agreeable to | 
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Mr. ELDRIDGE. I hope the gentlema, 
will state how much has been expended already. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot a) a 
debate to proceed on a bill while an object: 
is pending. iz as 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
object. 

fhe SPEAKER. The gentleman has p, 
right to reserve an objection. The Chair h : 
recognized his objection as pending till noy 
Does the gentleman object or not? The pj 
must be before the House or not. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Well, Mr. Speaker, [ q, 
not think the bill ought to be passed unde, 
such circumstances, and I therefore object 

The SPEAKER. The Chair makes the yy) 
ing as he has repeatedly done before, becayse 
it is one of the most dangerous practices tha 
could possibly be introduced upou this floor, to 
have any sort of an arrangement by which a 
bill may or may not be cousidered. The right 
to object is absolute, and must be exercised 
absolutely, and not conditionally. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I withdraw the objec 
tion. 

The question was upon the following amend. 
| ments, reported by the Committee on Appro- 
| priations: 

In line six, strike out ** $40,000,” and insert in liey 
thereof ** $27,845.’’ 

In lines seven, eight, and nine, strike out the words 
‘and to be expended on vouchers of the chairman 
of said joint committee.” 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
the joint Committee on Investigation of Alleged 
Outrages in the Southern States was appointed 
under the provisions of the concurrent resolu 
tion of the. 20th of March, 1871, and their 
expenses were to be paid out of the contin- 
gent fund of the Senate. The resolution 
itself specified that the vouchers for payments 
were to be approved by the chairman of the 


I reserve the right to 


} L || committee, so that the machinery for pay. 
being the motion to adjourn, in order to enable | 


ments should be within the committee itself 
The Committee on Appropriations felt some 
delicacy iu inquiring into matters wholly int 
| hands of the Senate, but at the same time they 
felt it their duty to make the inquiry, and | 
hold in my hand a detailed statement of the 
expenditures of that committee as exhibited 
by the chairman of the committee. 1 bold 
also in my hand the journal of the committee. 
kept from the time of its first organization 
until the final adjournment in September. 
That journal shows tbat there were twenty mem 
bers of the committee ; that they all met at first 
and held a short session here, and distributed 
| themselves into sub-committees, which visited 
different parts of the South; that at a later 
period they all met again and heard the re 
ports from the sub-committees; that they had 
a very large number of witnesses summoned 
before them, and that they have taken, in all, 
six thousand printed pages of testimony, tobe 
laid before the House and the Senate. | have 
in this statement before me the amount paid 
to members of the committee as mileage, and 
for expenses, and a detailed statement of what 
was paid to the witnesses and stenographers 
I suppose the House will not require to have 
the whole laid before them. It is too volu 
minous; but I will say that $42,000 had been 
appropriated for the use of the committee 
betore the adjournment of Congress at its last 
session. That amount has been expended, 
and they have also borrowed and expended 
$27,845. They ask in this bill for $40,000. 
If that amount were allowed it would pay the't 
| indebtedness and leave them about $12,50/ 
| more for additional work. The Committee 0: 
Appropriations did not feel inclined in a bill, 
_which is in its nature a deficiency bill, to 4 
anything more than make good the expendi 
tures which the committee have made; the) 
| have therefore stricken off the whole of t! 
appropriation that looked forward to futur 
expenditures. t 





If the House or the Senat 
desire to make any additional appropriati 

| the committee which | represent wish them t 

| take the responsibility of doing so, but for 
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nay the actual expenses already incurred and 
chairman of the select committee. ; 

“| feel it due, however. to the ( ommittee on 
\ ppropriations to make one remark. I find 
hy the j surnal of the joint committee that at 
ir first meeting they voted that the amount 
b allowed for expenses to each member 


ye 


i mitted, approved aud vouched for by the | 


si a 
sould be eight dollars per day. So far as my 
xperience goes that is an unusual amount to | 


e awarded. I have understood, ever since | 
expenses of a member of an investigating 
ymmittee had been fixed by custom at not 
yore than six dollars a day, with the usual 
‘en cents a mile for traveling expenses, which 
. also allowed to witnesses who have testified 
hefore committees. 
propriations regarded this as an unusal amount 


ve been a member of the House, that the | 


The Committee ou Ap- | 


io allow, but we did not feel that we were the | 


proper judges of the matter, and, as these ac- 
counts had been allowed and a settlement had 
heen made, the committee merely state the 

t to the House for its information, and re- 
sort the actual sum already settled for and 
vouched for by the chairman of the committee, 
who had the whole business in his hands, 

[he Committee on Appropriations have 
‘ystructed me (and I mention it here simply 
for information) to report to the House a 
resolution directing the select Committee on 
Civil Service Reform to prepare and report a 
bill to fix hereafter the amount that shall be 
allowed as expenses for members of commit- 
tees serving during the recess of Congress, and 
also to settle the whole .question of the fees 
and per diem of witnesses. That is one of 


‘ 


ac 


the things that the Committee on Appropria- | 


tions believe ought to be fixed by law; we 
think our civil service reform ought to begin 
at home here. 


/ i me 
| have now said all [ desire to say, and will | 


yield for questions if gentlemen desire to ask 
them. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I hope the gentleman 
will allow me a moment to make a suggestion. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will yield for 
a question. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Ido not wish to ask a 
question, but I want to make a suggestion. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will hear the 
gentleman’s suggestion. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I made an objection to 


this bill, in the first place, not because I had | 


any desire to hinder or delay the payment of 
the gentlemen who were upon that joint com- 
mittee, but | made it perhaps out of a sort of 
spite which I felt toward the proceedings of 
that committee, At all events I had in my 
mind a lingering recollection of an assurance 


which we received from the gentlemen who | 
were in favor of that committee, as a sort of | 


breakwater between the effort which was made 
to pass the bill under which the President has 
seen fit to act in suspending the writ of habeas 
corpus, an: the proposition to furnish this 
House with information which they ought to 
have had previous to acting upon that bill. 
We were assured, as I understood from the 
other side of the House, that this committee 
would furnish evidence to the President of the 
United States with reference to the southern 
States, before he would act upon the authority 
given him ander the bill commonly called the 
Ku Klux bill. 

But it would seem that this committee has 
served about the same purpose as the exam- 
ination by the justice of the peace, which was 


wade after his judgment had been rendered | 


and carried into execulion. His judgment 
was rendered and the party was whipped, his 
judgment being fully carried into execution. 


Che justice of the peace then proposed to hear || hand Appears on the first pagethe amount paid 


the evidence and the arguments upon which 
he ought to have ac‘ed in rendering his judg- 
ment. 
mittee. Now, I was in hopes that we would 
have had some explanation of this matter 


~— 








ur parts we have proceeded only so far as to | before this time, so that we might be satisfied 


| with the candor and fairness with which we 








| 


t | || the amount paid to clerks; 
hat is about the attitude of this com- || 


were treated when this subject was before the 


| House at the time this committee was ap- 


yointed. That was the point which I thought 
Tweed reserve to myself the right to make 
inquiry about, when | made my conditional 
objection to this bill. 

Now, I would like to know what amount this 
committee has already cost the country, both 
in the matter of the expenses of the commit- 
tee itself and the expenses of the witnesses 
which have been brought before it. I would 
like to have the country understand, I would 
like to bave my constituents understand what 


this committee has cost us, because [ think it 


is simply so much money wasted, as the Presi 
dent has acted without regard to the commit- 
tee, upon information independent of the com- 
mittee, and the committee has really rendered 
no service to the couniry, however valuable its 
report may seem to be as regards facts. It 
seems to me that itis due to the House that 
the chairman of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions should tell us what this committee and 
this investigation have already cost the coun- 
try. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. J will answer 


the gentleman. After this bill shall have been 


passed, and their already adjudicated accounts | 


have been paid, the committee will have ex- 
pended the sum of $69,907 39. Of course 


Ue 
that is exclusive of the printing and any cost 


that may arise from getting out the various | 


volumes of their testimony an! report 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Does that include the 
fees and expenses of the Sergeant-at-Arms ? 
I would like the gentleman, if he has the 
information, to give to the House the aggre 
gate sum for the printing and everything else 
that this committee has cost this country. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. That is 
aggregate, as | understand it. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. It must be much more 
than that. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will give the 
gentleman the exact items. There was appro- 
priated under the appropriations of last Con 
gress $42,062 39. That is now all expended; 
and the committee bas made additional bills, 
which have been passed and vouched for as cor- 
rect, amounting to $27,845, which they report 
as the deficiency necessary to settle everything 
up to the present time. ‘Those two sums make 
the amount I have already named, $69,907 39. 
Uf course this is exclusive of the cost of print 
inv, which I have no means of estimating; but 
it is understood that there will be seven vol 
umes of testimony making about six thousand 


the 


| pages, which will of course, at the usual rates, 


be a tolerably heavy item. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. What was the object, then, 
of asking an appropriation which would have 
made the aggregate about one hundred million 
dollars? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The committee 
asked in this bill $40,000, which would have 
made up their deficiency of $27,845, and left 
about twelve thousand five hundred dollars for 
further work that they proposed to do, as | 
understand. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. What was the sum to 
which this $40,000 is a deficiency! 
Mr. GARFIELD, of. Ohio. Sixty-nine 


| thousand nine hundred and seven dollars and 


thirty-nine cents would be the total. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. Is that the personal 
expenses alone of the committee, or does it 


| include witnesses’ fees, sergeant-at-arms’ fees, 


and all the expenses consequent upon this 
investigation ? 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. It includes 


everything. In this table which I hold in my 


follows 
then the sum 
paid to the stenographers of the committee 

hen follow six or seven pages of the names 
of witnesses, with their mileage and per diem. 


to members of the committee; then 
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These items footed up make the total I have 
already named, 

Mr. WOOD. I wish to ask the gentleman 
whether in the item of mileage there is any 
charge forconstructive mileage where witnesses 
were already on the spot when summoned to 
be examined ? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The committee 
asked the chairman of the joint committee that 


| question particularly, and he answered that 


| called 


at the tirst meeting of the committee he did 
not allow pay or mileage to any Senator, be- 
cause at that ume the Senate happened to be 
here in extra session. He turther stated that 
he did not allow constructive mileage to any 
member; mileage was allowed only to those 
who actually traveled. 

Mr. WOOD. My question did not refer to 
members of the committee so much as to wit- 
I will say just here that I hold it is 
one of the abuses in the practice of this House 
that where the Sergeant-at-Arms has subpenaed 
witnesses who attended of their own accord, 
a charge has been made for constructive mile 
age. and money has in that way been paid out 
of the contingent fund. This committee has 
traveled about through the southern States, 
and I wish to know whether, when they have 
witnesses residing on the spot, there 
has been any such charge. 

Mr. GARFIELD, ot Ohio. The Senator 
who is chairman of the joint committee in- 
formed the Committee on Appropriations that 
he required every witness, when receiving pay- 
ment, to make oath that he had actually per- 
formed the travel in obedience to a summons; 
aud he told the committee of a number of 
cases in which he had rejected claims because 
the party had happened to be in the city of 
Washington on his own business and was sum- 
moned while here. I think there was no con- 
structive mileage of that sort. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Does the gentleman pro- 
pore to have that itemized statement printed, 
so that we can have the benefit of it? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no ob- 
jection to its being printed, except on account 
of its great length. [do not like to cumber 


hesses 


|| the columns of the Globe. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. Itis an important docu- 
ment: and | certainly hope that the gentleman 
will allow ito be printed asa partof his speech 


| or report, that we may have in detail the in- 


formation he has tried to give us in general 
terms from that paper. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of QOhbio. 
burden the columns of the Globe. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I hope the gentleman 
will publish it as part of his speech. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I do not like 
to do that. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman has tried 
to give us information from that paper ; he has 
read it over page by page, referring to the dif- 
ferent items; and [ think it should be printed 
in detail. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The gentleman 
is at liberty to examine the paper. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I do not care so much 
about it for myself; but I want the House and 
the country to have the benefit of it. Iknow 
the gentleman is candid and fair about this 
thing. I ask the gentleman to have that paper 

| read at the Speaker’s desk, that is, if he does 
not desire it read as a part of his speech. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If the gentle- 
man desires it printed as a document for the 
information of the membersof the House, I 
have no objection. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman has at- 
tempted to give us information from that paper, 
and has turned over leaf after leaf, and haa 
said here was so and so, and here so and so 
Now the paper is to be suppressed. All that] 
ask is that it may be read at the Speaker’s desk, 
so that we may know what it does contain. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I am unwilling 
to detain the House to have eight or ten pages 

| of figures read. 


I dislike to 
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Mr. ELDRIDGE. I will not ask it to be 


read in full. I propose if it be sent to the 


Sp eaker’s desk that it shall be considered as 
having been read. I do not intend that the 
gentiems = shi ill get off on the question of time. 
Mi \ . ROBERTS. Mr. Speaker, we 
ire that dn nt ehall be read to the 
louse, or shall be ordered to be printed, so 
at every member may be put in possession 
the detailed information which it contains. 
lithe appropriation be proper itself to be made 
House out of the Treasury, there ought 

t to be the slightest objection to spreading 
ipon our record the items which go to make 


this large expenditure of the p iblic money. 

Mr. MAYNARD. We only provide forthe 
ictual travel of witnesses under summons from 
the committee, actual and necessary travel. I 
think that action has been observed through- 
out in reference to witness¢ 

Mr. CAMPBELL rose. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from 
Ohio | Mr. (FARFIE! Di has the floor. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Obio. I demand the 


previou question. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. ‘The gentleman said that 


he would allow me to have that paper, and if 
he will, | will send it to the Speaker’s desk 
and have it read. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. You can do 
that if we do not second the demand for the 
previous question. I demand the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 


Mr. LYNCH. You can have it read on | 


Thursday, which is devoted to general debate 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Iask the Clerk to read 
the document now. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands 
the gentleman from Ohio to say that he de 
mands the prey ious question, and that whether 
the House seconds the demand for the question 
or not will be taken as an evidence whether 
he House wants the paper read or not. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 1 will not insist on its 

ng read in full . it be considered as having 

n read. That is all I ask of the House. 

Mr. VAN TR UMP. Let it go into the 


ove 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. That is all 1 ask. ] 


vill not detain the House if it be allowed to | 


into the Globe as a part of the remarks. 

Mr. GARFLELD, of Ohio. Ido not object 

The SPEAKIER. In whose remarks is it 
to be incor porated ? 

Mr. KI sh-omggtini Let it be printed in my 
remarks if the gentleman will not consent to 
have it incorporat ed in his, and let it go as 


coming from the gentleman from Ohio, the | 


chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman has leave 
to print his remarks. | pee 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I did not quite ask that 
but I will not gainsay the Speaker, as my only 
object is to get the paper before the Hous se. 

The paper is as follows: 


Mittement of appropriation, expenditures, and indebt- 
edness of the joint select Committee on Alleged Out 
rages inthe Nouthern States. 

Amount of appropriation, by act of April 20, 187] 

Was as follows: 

Unexpended balance of the 


appropriation for the 
select « ron of the Senate. 


itneasll $12,062 39 
Additional appr REDON avs cccsapnisccescvczcnsndes 30,000 00 
Whole amount appropriated.............. .-$42,062 39 


Phis appropriation has been exhausted in de fray 
ing ¢Xpenses of investigation by the committee and 
sub-committees in Washington. and by sub-com- 
mittee in South Carolina, in July, 1871. 
The present inde bte “dness of the joint select com- 
mit at is follows: 
- 
i&xpenses of thetwo sub-committees prosecuting the 
investigation in the States of Georgia, Florida. 
Alabama, and Mississip pi, and expenses of sub- 
committee sitting in Washington............$15,545 00 
Jstimated cost of reporting the testimony 
taken by stenographers, in the States of 
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, and Missis- 
eippi, and preparing the same for public- 
ation; also, for making indexes of testi- 
ED celtinethnnedelie: maisevnsennbuliinandensvecsdhadsebesuslecs 12,300 00 





Whole amount of indebtedness........ $27 Z 845 00 || 
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The Attorney General placed in the hands of the 


chairman of the joint committee 
appr »priation for 
b vacto : 
been applied to 


$12,500, out of the 


prosecution of crimes, made 
Of this amount $10,000 has 
the p ayment of the expenses of the 


sub-committees while in Georgia, Florida, Al abama, 


and Mississippi, the chairman ha 


iving in his hands 


$2,500, to be retur ned to the Department of Justice. 


This $10,000, 
returned, ¢ 
edness, on staked. 


The Attor 


1 and expended, is also to be 

ine 4 Li le Lin the amount of indebt- 
additional thereto. 

considered himself war- 


ranted in furnishing the committee, under the terms 


of the act referred to, 
their disposal for the 
expecting i 
appropriation. 


with the amount he placed at 
purposes of the investigation, 
» replaced by a future 
JOHN SCOTT, 
Chairman of Joint Committee. 


A. GARFIELD, Chairman Committee on Appro- 


prevations, House of Repre sentatives, 


De tailed atatement of 


the disbursements of the joint 


select Committee on Alleged Outrages in the Nouthern 
States, out of the appropriation of April 20, 1871. 


Disbursed for expenses and mileage of members 


| Amount of appropriation of April 20, 1871, $42,062 39 | 
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| the expenses of the sub-committee which 


1,308 80 | 
$39,213 85 || 


Amount brought forward................... $39,213 85 
For miscellaneous items as follows: 
A. Duvie-Paid for expenses of sub 
committee, clerk, stenographer, and 
assistant sergeant-at-arms, going 
to, while in, and returning from 
South Carolina,in July, 1871. (The 
members of committee were not paid 
mileage ai $980 55 
J. J. Christie Expenses in- 
curred in procuring the at 
tendance of witnesses while 
in South Carolina in July, 
BO Bo sk ssices 2 ‘ 370 00 
Western Union Telegraph 
Company—For subpenaing 
witnesses by telegraph fo 
the sub-committee sitting 
Bk: WF OI MCO Nisei diidcccsdss vexeees 2 11 
J. R. Frenech—Actual ex 
penses of deputy in serving 
subpena on D. Schenck, of 
North Carolina, by order ot 
committee......... 66 70 
T. F.Shuey—For transcribing 0 00 
EK. O’Conner—For boxes 20-00 
Adams Express Company 
For freight...... acalndeaiaiad 10 25 
J. N. Fitzpatrick—For book.. 2 00 
W.H. French—For sundries 1’ 
——— —§« | 983 36 
Whole amount of vouchers paid and 
audited ....... as 41,197 21 
Amount due clerk, witnesses exam- 
ined and awaiting examination, and 
for preparing an index to the testi 
mony which has been printed, &c., 
estimated 865 18 
$42,062 4 
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Recapitulation. 


For expenses and mileage of members of commit 


PU ince. dccindi ne Waduckvonnpenteeneneeund $11,363 60 
Fore ler rks of committee and sub-committee 1,843 20 
For stenographers suipehinaietoaieiad 10,521 00 
For witnesses, (103,) testimony taken in 

WY MICO none coce¥s cicacacvocesevcces $14,177 25 
For witnesses, (159,) testimony 

taken in South Carolina...., 1,308 80 

—— 15,486 0 
For miscellaneous expenses 1,983 36 
Debts of committee incurred in 
Washington as per statement. 865 18 
——— 2,848 54 
$42,062 39 
Amountappropriated by act of April 20, 

SE nak. cenneaussaneseieciee pba sciibinws . $42,062 39 

The Attorney General placed in my hands $12,500 
for the purpose of defraying the expenses of prose 
cuting the investigation within the late insurree 


tionary States. Of this sui $10,000 have been ex 
pended as follows: $1,848 have been advanced to 
members of the sub-committees on account. The 


balance of the $10,000 has been disbursed 
payment of witnesses and the expenses incurred in 
procuring their attendance, the salaries and per 
sonal expenses of clerks, and the personal expenses 


for the 


of the stenographers and the assistant sergeants-at 
urms. 
I have in my hands $2,500 to be returned t o the 


Attorney General’s office, with the$10,000 e xpen led, 
as soon as =e a propri ation asked for shall have 
been made by Congress. Ina former statement, sub 
mitted to the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives, | informed them thatthe 
Attorney General advanced the amount referred to, 
out of the $50,000 appropriated forthe prosecution of 
crimes, as per act of March 3, 1871, with the under 
standing that the amount shoul ibe returned to that 
fand out of a future appropriation. 

The $10,000 expended, the indebtedness ineurred 
by the two sub-committees of the joint committee, 
while in the States of Georgia, Florida, Alabama, 
and Mississippi, but not yet paid, and the estimated 
cost of reporting testimony taken in said States, also 
i remained 
in Washington, make the amount of $27.845 given 
in my former statement as the unpaid liability of 
the committee. 


The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under 
the operation thereof the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time: 
engrossed, it was accordingly 
time, and passed. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


and | eing 


read the third 


MILEAGE, ETC., OF COMMIT? EE 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, by unanimous 
consent, from the Committee on Appropria 


MEMBERS. 


231 


tions, also reported the following resolution, 


which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


_ Resolved, That the Committee on the Reorganiza 

tion of the Civil Service be directed to report a bill 
to fix by law the rate of mileage and amount to be 
paid per day ompensation to members of com 

nittees that may sit during the recess, by order of 
the Senate or House, in any other place than the 
‘ity of W ishing ton, and also to fix the mileage and 
liem of witne sses whe give evidence betore any 
committee of Congress. 


pe 


POST-ROUTE BILL. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any objection 
tothe gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. aR 
WORTH] reporting a post-route bill for action 
at this time? ; 

Mr. DAWES. We understand, I believe. 
that it contains nothing but post routes ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman so stated 


when he offered the bill, that there 
in it but provision for post routes. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH, by unanimous con 
sent, from the Committee on the Post Office 


was nothing 


and Post Roads, reported a bill (H. R. No 
774) to establish post roads ; which was read 
a first and second time. 

(he bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 


accordingly read the third time. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH d 


and passed. 


move to reconsidet 


the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table 

Che latter motion was agreed to. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 

Mr. LEACH asked and obtained leave for 
two davs. 

Mr. PL AT I’ isked and obtained leave for 
LWwo days. 

Mr. GARRETT asked and obtained leave 


for three day 8. 


Mr. COBURN asked and obtained leave of 
absence on account of sickness for two day ~ 

Mr. VAUGHAN asked and obtained leav: 
of absence until Thursday next. 


Mr. PERRY, of Ohio, asked and obtained 
leave of absence for three days. 
Mr. SUTHERLAND asked and obtained 


leave for an indefinite period. 


YOU) 


NG asked and obtained leave for 


one day on account of sickness. 
MARY VINCENT, 
Mr. MeCRARY, by unanimous consent, 
asked and obtained leave to withdraw from 


the files of the House the papers in the case 
of Mary Vincent. 


PETE. J. KNAPP. 


Mr. MeCRARY, also by unanimous consent, 
asked and obtained leave to withdraw from 
the files of the House the bill and papers in 


the case of Peter J. Knapp. 


SAMUEL R. 
Mr. FRYE, by unanimous consent, 
and obtained leave to withdraw from the files 
House the papers in the case of Samuel 
Hodsden. 
WILLIAM. T. 
Mr. HOLMAN, by unanimous consent, 
asked and obtained leave to withdraw from 
the files of the House the papers in the case 
ot William. T. Porte, of Indiana. 
HYGEIA HOTEL, FORTRESS MONROE, 
Mr. CRITCHER, 
asked and obtained leave to withdraw from 
the files of the House the letter of 
tary of War, and other papers, relating to the 
re aha ding and keeping of the Hygeia Hotel, 
t Fortress eee 
JOHN 


Mr. HILL, by unanimous consent, intro 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 775) granting a pen 
sion to John Conland; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Com- 


HODSDEN 
“9 
asked 
ca 
of the 
i 
iy 


PORTE, OF INDIANA 


by unanimous consent, 


the Secre 


CONLAND. 


} mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


| SCILOONER ANDREW STEWART. 
| Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York, by unani- 
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H. R. No. 
schooner An- 
was read a first and sec 
referred to the Committee on 


mous consent introd ced Aa bill 


776) to change the name of the 

drew Stewart which 

ond time, and 
Commerce 

CONGRESSIONAT 

Mr. PRICE. I rise 


report The Committee on Printing have in- 


DEBATES 


to make a privileged 


to report the following resolution. 


j ‘ ‘ read as 101 


iOWws: 
ed, That the Committee on Printing be 
» inquire into the cost of reporting and 
ie debates of Congress, and to report by 
ir olhberwise, 


ihe re jlution was agreed Lo. 


REMOVAL O} 
Mr. McKEE. I 


and put 


DISABILITIES 


ask unanimous consent to 


' 
introduce ipon it passage a bill to 


} 


remove the political disabilities of certain eit 


‘ 


izena ot Mis objection wil 


from dis 


SISSIPy | hope ho 


be made. This isa bill to reheve 


abilities some six OT eight men, Democrats, 
Republicans, and Conservatives, before the 
Ist of January. 

Mr. COX. “| object to that. 
eral bill. if anything. 

Several MEMBERS. 
objec tion 

Mr. COX The 


the longer will the general bill be delayed. 
The SPEAKER. The b read for 


I wanta gen- 
Do not insist on your 
we pass these bills 


! 
iOonger 


ll will be 


information, alter whica objections will be in 
or? T 

The bill was read. 

The SPEAKER Is there unanimous con 
ent that t bill be now introduced ? 


Mr. COX if the Missis 


gentleman from 


sippi | Mr. McKee] will allow me to offer an 
amendment giving universal amnesty, I will 
agree to tt Otherwise I object. 


The SPEAKER 


tertain a conditional objection. 


The Chair could not en 
The gentle 


man from Mississippi could not make a bar 
gain of that kind. The objection must be 
absolute 

Mr. ¢ {> a Then | object. 

| SPEAKER As the gentleman exer 
( his right of objection, the bill is not be 

e the House. 

And then, on motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, 

four o'clock and eight minutes p. m.,) the 


House adjourned. 
PETITIONS, ETC 
lhe following petitions, &c 
rule, and referred to the appropriate 


» were pres¢ nted, 
under tt 
committees 
By Mr. BANKS: The petition of Louis L. 
Whitney, Stephen Dow, and others, citizens of 
Woburn, 
ing savings banks 
Also, the petition of James O. Curtis, Ed 
Thacher Magown, and others, 
Medford, Massachusetts, for the 


. 1 
ax On Savings banks. 


Massachusetts, for repeal of law tax- 


ward Brook 
citizens of 
repeal ott 

Also, the memorial of John A. Appleton, 
president of savings bank, Haverhill, Massa 
chusetts, and sundry others, citizens of Haver- 
hill, oflicers and depositors in savings banks, for 
the repeal of the tax on savings banks 

A », 7 memorial of Charles Becker, a 
citizen of New York, protesting against inju- 
ries suffered by him trom the Government of 
Belgium, and asking relief satisfactory therefor. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The memorial of the 
Ohio yearly meeting of Friends, held at Salem, 
Ohio, praying that the United States nego 
tiate, as far as possible, for the settlement of 
all national difficulties by arbitration, and the 
disarmament of nations. 

By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: The 
vetition of Horatio Wood and 15 others, o! 
Eatvelle Massachusetts, for the immediate re 
peal of the tax on savings banks. 

By Mr. BUCKLEY: 
J. McC, Wiley and others, asking for the es- 
tablishment of a post route from Rocky Head 
to Hawridge, Dale county, State of Alabama. 
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By Mr. DUELL: The petition of Sewall B. 
Corbett, William B. Lacy, and Lott W. Brocker, 
praying Congress to allow the Court of Claims 
to hear and decide certain cases pending in 
suid court. 

By Mr. FOSTER, of Ohio: The petition of 
Thomas Curran and 35 others, soldiers of the 
rebellion, asking for land bounty and increase 
by equitable payments of bounties according 
to service, 

By Mr. GRIFFITH: Petition and papers in 
case of John P. Reed. 

Also, petition and papers in the case of 
William Cousin. 

Also, petition and papers in the case of John 
B. Hogue. 

By Mr. HANDLEY: The petition of Alabama 
-enators and otbers, of Alabama, asking that 
the disabilities of Eldridge Barker be removed. 

By Mr. LYNCH: The petition of Bailey & 
Noyes and others, stationers, praying to be 
relieved from Government competition in the 
stationery business. 

Also, the petition of John M. Goodwin and 
others, citizens of Biddeford, Maine, asking a 
repeal of tax on savings banks. 

Also, the petition of A. Kellure, for indem- 
nity for property taken for use of the Army. 

By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition and ac- 
companying papers of William KE. Elliott, of 
Rutherford county, lennessee, praying com 
pensation for an invoice of goods lost during 
the war on a vessel seized for the use of the 
Government, and destroyed by the enemy. 

By Mr. McCRARY: The petition of Mary 
Vincent, widow of Thomas Vincent, for land 
warrant. 

By Mr. PORTER: The petition of William 


Pope Dabney, of Powhatan county, Virginia, || 


praying the removal of the legal and politica! 
disabilities imposed upon him bythe third sec- 
tion of the fourteenth amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Catharine Ger- 
hardt, of Henrico county, Virginia, praying 
for a pension. 

By Mr. TWICHELL: The petition of the 
officers of the Mercantile Savings Institution 
of Boston, Massachusetts, for the repeal of the 
tax now imposed upon deposits"in savings 
banks. 


NOTICE OF A BILL 

The following notice for leave to introduce 
a bill was given under the rule: 

By Mr. HERNDON: A bill to provide a 
suitable building for the United States courts, 
post office, and revenue officers in the city of 
Tyler, State of Texas. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 20, 1871. 

Prayer by Rev. S. A. Witson, of Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was 
read and approved. 

RESOLUTIONS ON THE CALENDAR. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair de- 
sires to state to the Senate that to save space 
and expense in the printing of the Calendar, 
if there be no objection, the Secretary will 
remove from the Calendar the resolutions sub- 





| mitted at the session beginning in March last, 


! 


| some printing every week. 


most of which are out of date, except where 
the Senator offering a resolution desires that 
it be continued on the Calendar. These res- 
olutions occupy half a page or more of the 
Calendar, and most of them have passed away 


‘| from the urgent consideration of the Senate. 


Any Senator desiring any resolution submitted 
by him to remain on the Calendar, by signi- 
fying that wish to the Secretary can have it 


|| remain during this session of Congress; but 
Che petition of Judge 


the retention of all these resolutions involves 
The Chair hears 
no objection to carrying out the suggestion he 
makes. 
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ty en, 


Mr. SUMNER. [I find one resolution intre 
duced by myself, which I should like to 1” 
referred to the Committee on Fore 
tions. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
Domingo? 
yesterday. 

Mr. SUMNER. No; a resolution of Mar 
18, 1871, with reference to an amendment of 


the rules. It appears on the Calendar in th 
way: 


to have 


ign Rela. 


In regard to Say 


The Senator reintroduced that 


18 


“Resolution by Mr. SumNER, to amend the rules 
of the Senate so as to provide for the consideration 
of treaties with foreign Powers in open session. M.. 
18, 1871. Submitted.” , 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Massachusetts desires tu have this resolution 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela 
tions. Is there objection to its reference? 

Mr. CONKLING. it ought to go to the 
Committee on Rules, and not to the Com. 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

he VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sena. 
tor from Massachusetts consent to its refer- 
ence to that committee ? 

Mr. SUMNER. [am perfectly willing that 
it should go to one or both; but my impres. 
sion is that the question whether a treaty 
should be discussed in open or in secret ses- 


May 


sion is more a question for the Committee on 
Foreign Relations than for the Committee on 
Rules. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Asthere appears 
to be some difference in regard to it, the res- 
olution will remain on the Calendar, and the 
Senate can take action hereafter. The pre- 
sentation of petitions and memorials is the 
business now regularly in order. 

COMMITTEE SERVICE, 
M 


r. DAVIS, of West Virginia, on his own 
motion. was excused from further service upon 


the Committee on Revolutionary Claims and 
the Committee on Engrossed Bills. 

The VICE PRESIDENT was by unani- 
mous consent authorized to fill the vacancies: 
and Mr. Norwoop was appointed a member 

| of each of the committees named. 


POSTAL CODE 
Mr. RAMSEY. On Monday, when I was 


absent from the Senate, a bill came from the 
House of Representatives to revise, consol 


|| idate, and amend the statutes relating to the 


Post Office Department. By inattention, | 
suppose, on the part of the members of the 
Post Office Committee, it was allowed to go 
to the Committee on the Revision of the Laws. 
Its proper reference is to the Post Office Com- 
mittee. I ask that the reference may be 
changed, and that the bill be sent to the Com 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. before 
which it has been for the last two or three 
sessions. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Minnesota states that the bill (H. R. No. 1 
consolidating the statutes relating to the Post 
| Office Department, which came from the House 

of Representatives a few days ago, was referred 
| to the Committee on the Revision of the Laws: 
but as it has been under discussion for some 
time by the Post Office Committees of the two 
Houses, he asks to have the reference changed 
to the Senate Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. Is there any objection to that 
| proposition? The Chair hearsnone, and it is 
| so ordered. 

TREATY OF WASIIINGTON. 


! 

| Mr. MORTON. I ask the unanimous con- 
| sent of the Senate for leave at this time to 
| make a motion to discharge the Committee 
on Foreign Relations from the consideration 
of the bill that came from the House of Rep 
resentatives to provide for the expenses of the 
Geneva commission. and also the bill for the 
| expenses of the mixed commission, with 4 
| view of taking them up and passing them. 


| The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec 
| tion ? 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection to 


echarging the committee, but I should like | 
rete , I do not consent to | 


- know what the bill is. > n 
-> on With it till 1 know what itis. Ihave no 
objection to discharging the committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There appears 
to be no objection to discharging the commit- 
.ee from the consideration of these bills, and 
they are therefore before the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. _Not necessarily. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires unan- 
“ous consent to consider them to-day. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish to know what 


they are. 

Mey a VICEPRESIDENT. They are, how- 
ever. before the Senate now, instead of being 
in committee. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Subject to objection, I 

elieve. 

’ The VICE PRESIDENT. Subject to a 
single objection to their consideration, but 
they are now removed from the committee, 
and placed on the files of the Senate. 

Mr. MORTON. Inow ask unanimous con- 
sent of the Sevate to take up the first of those 
hills for consideration. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the bill, after which the Chair will 
ask for objection. 


Mr. CASSERLY. I desire to say, as the 


motion to discharge a committee from the | 
consideration of a bill has generally been 


understood as involving, if not a reproof, at 
least a substitution of the action of the Senate 
for a want of action by the committee, that I 
have not heard of that bill before the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 





I am not aware | 
that it has ever been considered in the com- | 


mittee, and I do vot believe that any meeting | 


of the committee has been held since the bill 
came into this body. 


Whether I shall consent | 
to the passage of the bill to-day will depend | 


upon the character of it after | shall have | 


heard it. TI have not heard it yet. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be open 
to objection after it shall have been reported ; 
and is open to objection now. 

‘ir. EDMUNDS. With the permission of 
the Senate I should like to explain to my friend 


‘rom California that these two bills are simple | 


appropriation bills. 


They should have gone | 


to the Committee on Appropriations just as | 
all special appropriation bills do nowadays; | 
but they went, through the direction of the | 


Chair, to another committee Thinking, as 
they related to foreign relations, that it was 


better they should go ‘to the Committee on | 


Foreign Relations, the Chair had them re- 
ferred to that committee; but the chairman of 
that committee is sick and absent. They are 


bills to provide for the appropriation of money || 


forthe payment of the expenses, on our side, of | 
the Genevacommission, and of the mixed com- | 


mission nowsitting here. All the expenses that 


have been paid thus far have been paid out of | 


the private purses of the gentlemen connected 
with them. It is supposed that there can be 
no objection on the part of any Senator that 
this provision of money should be supplied. 
"hat is why my friend from Indiana asked 
that the committee might be discharged, as it 
could not conveniently have a meeting, in order 
that the bills might be brought up for the action 
of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will now report House bill No. 487, after which 
its consideration will be open to objection. 

| he Chief Clerk read the bill (H. R. No. 487) 
making appropriations for expenses that may be 
incurred under articles one to nine, inclusive, 
of the treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain, concluded at Washington, May 
8, 1871. It proposes to appropriate the sam 
of $250,000 to enable the President to fulfill 
the stipulations contained in the first, second, 
third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, and 
ninth articles of the treaty between the United 
States and Great Britain signed on the 8th 
day of May, 1871, in relation to the tribunal 
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of arbitration at Geneva. The sum hereby 
appropriated, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, is to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of State. with the ap 
proval of the President of the United States. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no 
objection, the bill is before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole, and open to amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I should like to under 
stand first what is the status of the bill before 
the body. I understood that one objection would 
carry it over until to-morrow. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. 


By unanimous 


consent the Senate a few moments ago dis- | 


charged the Committee on Foreign Relations 
from the further consideration of these two 
bills. At the suggestion of the Senator from 
Illinois, however, the consent of the Senate 
went no further than discharging the commit- 
tee, leaving this bill in the Senate, subject to 
a single objection to its present consideration. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Had this bill been con- 
sidered in the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, there would have been an opportunity, 


so far as I am concerned, to ascertain some | 


reason for thisexpenditure. Ido not say that 
it is too large, nor do I mean to say that I have 
the slightest hesitation in intrusting this ex 
penditure, or any other, to the Secretary of 
State. [ certainly would as soon intrust it to 
him as to any other head of Department that 
[ know of. But I think there ought to be 
some statement as to the elements which go 
io make up this sum of $250,000. I observe 
from the bill, as read, that itis for expendi 
tures falling under certain clauses of the treaty. 
which are not specified except by numbers. | 
think it very likely that if the bill had come up 
in the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
the statement which J] now ask for had been 
made there, it would have saved me the neces- 
sity of asking for it now. 

Mr. MORTON. I will state to the Senator 
the reason why | bring it up this morning. 
The chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations is absent, and the matter has been 
overlooked until this morning. It is very im- 
portant that this bill should be passed before 
we adjourn to-morrow, for the reasons stated 
by the Senator from Vermont, [ Mr. EpMunbs 
The sections specified under which these ex: 
penditures are to take place are the sections 
of the treaty under which the Geneva commis 
sion is created—the Senator is familiar with 
that part of the treaty—and the sum fixed is 
supposed to be large enough to cover all the 
expenses. I[t may be much too large, but only 
so much will be expended as shall be found 
necessary by the President and Secretary of 
State. I think the provisions of the bill are 
safe,and I hope the bill will be allowed to 
pass this morning. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I have an impression 
(as to which, of course, I am under correction 
from any Senator whois better informed) that 
it was either understood or provided that the 
gentlemen who served as commissioners on our 
side of this treaty were to serve without salary. 

Mr. CONKLING. Oh, no. 

Mr. CASSERLY. If Ll am in error, then of 
course I stand corrected. 

Mr. CONKLING. If my honorable friend 
will indulge me, | think he has in his mind 
what was said touching another commission. 
If he will reflect a moment he will remember 
that he has that in mind. It was never said 
touching the commission to which he now re 
fers. Mr. Justice Nelson, for example, hold- 
ing an office already, some question arose as 
to double salary, or what provision might be 
made. I think there was some such question 
asked in the Senate; and so, perhaps, us to 
the Secretary of State. Butevidently my friend 
has in mind some debate that occurred in this 
Chamber touching the compos'tion of another 
commission, the resolution creating which did 
provide that it should be without pay. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If my triend from Cali- 
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|| fornia will pardon me a moment, I will read 


that article of the treaty. 

Mr. CASSERLY. If the Senator from 
| Vermont will allow me to ask a question of 
| the Senator from Indiana, it may clear up a 
point in my mind 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I beg your pardon 

Mr. CASSERLY. Do I alae the 
Senator from Indiana to say that this expendi- 
| ture of $250,000 is for the purposes of the 
Geneva commission ? 

Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir, this bill refers to 
| that branch of the treaty. 
| Mr. CASSERLY. And for that only? 

Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir; and then there 
|is another bill for the mixed commission 
which is now in session here. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I now anderstand what 
I did not before understand, the real character 
| of this expenditure, and I certainly see no 

objection to it, although I wish the bill had 
been brought up earlier in the session, so as 
to allow time tor some discussion, which | 
think perhaps the general subject requires. 

Mr. MORTON. The bill passed the House 
of Representatives some days ago and came 
here, but the chairman of the committee was 
absent 

Mr. CASSERLY. I understand that, and 
I understand also that there is an exigency for 
the passage of the bill before the recess. Under 
that statement, of course | shall not interpose 
any delay, although I repeat I wish it had come 
up atan earlier day in this body. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 

| the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MORTON. I now movethat the Senate 

| proceed to the consideration of the other bill. 

Che VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Indiana now calls up House bill No. 489, 
which will also be subject to a single objec- 
tion, and will be reported in full by the Sec- 
retary. 

Vhe Chief Clerk read the bill (H. R. No. 
489) making appropriations for expenses 
incurred under articles twelve to seventeen, 
inclusive, of the treaty between the United 
States and Great Britain concluded at Wash 
ington, May 8, 1871. It proposes to appro- 

| priate the sum of $62,225 to enable the Presi 

dent to fulfill the stipulations of the twelfth, 
thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, and 
seventeenth articles of the treaty between the 
United States and Great Britain signed on the 
Sth day of May, 1871, in relation to the United 
States and British claims commission. The 
sum hereby appropriated, or so much thereof 
| as may be necessary, is to be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of State, with 
the approval of the President. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. POMEROY. Lam charged with, and 


| have the honor of presenting, a petition signed 
| by the executive committee of the Settlers’ 
| Association in the State of Kansas, in which 
they represent that they are the representa 

| tives of fifteen hundred heads of families who 
| have settled on the Osage ceded Jands, so 
‘ called, in the State of Kansas, and that thei 
homesteads are in dispute, being claimed by 
one or more railroad companies. They are 
| loyal, patriotic, and devoted citizens, and rep 

| resent that they were engaged, many of them, 
in the service of the United States during the 
late war, and that they have claims to consid- 
eration from the Government. They ask that 
this petition be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and that that committee be 
directed to report a bill by which they may 
have the right to enter their case in the supreme 
court of the District of Columbia with a view 
of having an appeal to the Supreme Court of 
the United States. They state, as a reason 
|] for this course, that the present process is a 
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slow, tedious, and expensive one, and they ] Georgetown the ‘‘ proportionate part’’ 
They therefore | 


desire an immediate decision. 
ask the Committee on the Judiciary to relieve 
them by allowing them speedy process to the 
supreme court of this District, and that that 
court be granted juris sdiction of the case by 
law | move the reference of the petition to 
e on the Judiciu ary. 

fhe motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM presented the memo- 

il of Mrs. Thomas H. Gilliam and sixty other 
ladies of North Carolina, protesting against 
which was re 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CRAGIN presented the 7s tition of Polly 
Chamberlain, of Plainfield, New Hampshire, 
widow of a revolutionary soldie r, praying that 
a pension may be granted her; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CORBETT. I am requested to present 
a memorial from the Legislature of Washing 
ton ‘Territory praying an appropriation of 
$60,000 for the removal of obstructions in the 
Columbia river, between 
Wallula. The memorial sets forth that it has 


the Committe 


extendivg suffrage to women; 


{ ipper 


been estimated by ce mpetent surveyors that || 


an appropriation of $60,000 will remove the 
obstructions in that 
passage of a sufficiently large class of boats to 
transport the products of that country from 
the interior to the ocean. I move its refer- 
ence to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STOCKTON presented the petition of 
John D. Hester, of Philadelphia, Pennsylva 
nia, a soldier of the war of 1812, 
be allowed a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

He alse 


Benjamin Shreve, 


» presented a memorial of the heirs 
deceased, praying indem 
spoliations committed by the 
lrench prior to the year 1801; which was re 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SPENCER presented the 
Hon. John Brown and others, praying for the 
establishment of a mail route from Jasper to 
Alabama; which was referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads 

Mr. MORTON presented the petition of 
Power, of Indianapolis, Indiana, pray 


nification for 


petition ot 


Somerville, 


Jacob B. 


ing for the enactment of a special act granting | 


him an invalid which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KLANAGAN presented the petition 
of Elisha praying compensation for 
property near Brownsville, 
nited States troops during the late 


pension ; 


Basse, 
damages done his 
Texas, by U 
war: which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mi M¢ IRRILL, ot Vermont, presented the 
petition of William George, of Chelsea, Orange 
county, Vermont, representing that he believes 
himself entitled to a pension under the pro- 
visions of the act of February 14, 1871, grant 
ing pensions to soldiers of the war of 1812, 
ind praying that that act be so amended a 
© allow him arrears of pension from the 
lith day of September, 1814, (the date he was 
wounded at the battle of Plattsburg,) to Feb- 
ruary 14, 1871, and that his name may be con 
tinued on the pension-roll at eight dollars per 
month: which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. SAULSBURY presented a petition of 
citizens of Wilmington, Delaware, 
that the sale of stamped envelopes be discon- 
tinued; 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. COOPER presented the petition of J. 
S. Cameron, of Tennessee, 
may be indemnified for the loss of property ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PATTERSON presented the petition 
of the board of trustees of the schools for 
colored children in the cities of Washington 
and Georgetown, District of Columbia, repre- 
senting that by the provisions of the act of 
June 25, 1864, they have been paid by the 
authorities of the cities of Washington and | 


Celilo and | 


river so as to allow the | 


praying to | 


praying | 


which was referred to the Committee | 


praying that he | 





| ation of the 





of all 
school moneys ‘received or expended’’ in 
said cities ‘‘on account of schools’’ as the 
colored children ‘‘of the school age in the 
respec tive cities bear to the whole number of 
c hildren, white and colored. between the same 
ages,’’ with more or less regularity, from the 
year 1862 up to and inclusive of the 2d day 
of October of the present year; and repre 
senting further that by virtue of the acts of 


the Legislature of the District of Columbia | 


the duty of approving and auditing disburse- 
ments of moneys on account of expenditures 
for school purposes in the District has been 
transferred to the auditor of the treasury of 
the District of Columbia; and that they are 
greatly inconvenienced by reason of the non- 
payment of the sums due to the teachers under 
their charge and the builders of school build- 
ings in the course of erection, and praying 
that they may be granted relief in the premises, 
and that provision be made for the examin- 
vouchers and accounts of the 
auditor of the treasury of the District by the 
interior Department in accordance with rules 
applicable to all disbursing officers thereof; 
which was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 


PAPERS WLTHDRAWN 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, it 
was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Thomas 
W. Redd, praying compensation for property taken 
and destroyed by United States troops in_ 1864, be 
taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE, 

Mr. KELLOGG. I move that the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary be discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill (S. No. 58) to 
prescribe the time for holding the election for 
electors of President and Vice President in 
the State of Louisiana, and for other purposes, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. THURMAN. | am indifferent myself 
on that matter, as I happen to be on each of 
those committees; but why should the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, that has the subject 
under consideration, be discharged from it? 

Mr. KELLOGG. I asked that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
when [ introduced it, at a time when the form 
ation of a Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions was in doubt; or at least it was to my 
mind. | was not conscious of its existence at 
thatmoment. The bill properly, | think, should 
go to the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions, and that is my only reason for desiring 
that reference. 

Mr. THURMAN. AsIunderstand, the Com- 
mitteee on Privileges and Elections has juris- 
diction in regard to questions of the election 
of members of the Senate, and no other elec 
tions. It is not a committee to investigate 
election matters generally, or anything of that 
sort. It is simply to consider the election of 
members of the Senate. That is what is 
included in the word ‘‘elections;’’ and the 
‘*privileges’’ committed to it are, of course, 
the privileges of members of this body. It is 
not a general committee on elections. This 
bill is now in the hands of the proper com- 
mittee, the Committee on the Judiciary. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The objection 


of the Senator from Ohio prevents action on || 


the motion now. 

Mr. THURMAN. If it isa bill relating to 
the Senator’s own State alone, and he has any 
preference for one committee, | shall make no 
objection. 

Mr. KELLOGG. My chief object was to 
send the bill toa committee that had the least 
work before it, so that [ could get prompt and 
speedy action. It occurred to me, judging from 


the experience of the past, that the Committee | 
on the Judiciary, overborne with work, might | 


not act on this bill with that alacrity that I 
| desired, and I thought perhaps the Committee 


| Ohio is on both committees. 
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on Privileges and Elections would. [| may say 
in addition that my honorable friend from 
ludeed, I bel; lieve 
two or three members of the Judiciary ( om 
mittee are also on the Committee on P rivileges 
and Elections. | had no other thought thar 
what I have stated. I do not care to press the 
motion if my friend objects. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. In order to guard 
the morning hour, the Chair must state tha; 
this debate is not now in order, except hy 
unanimous consent. Objection is made, gy 
the call still rests with petitions and memo. 


| rials. 








Mr. THURMAN. I wish to be setright. | 
do not object, I do not wish to be understood a: 
objecting; but on the contrary, if the Senator 


perfers the other committee I do not object. 
The VICEPRESIDENT. Isthere objecti ior 


| to changing the reference of this bill as desireq 
|| by the Senator from Louisiana? 


The Chair 
hears no objection, and the change is ordered 

Mr. MORTON. I begto beallowed to make 
a single remark in answer to the Senator from 
Ohio in regard to the jurisdiction of the Com 
mittee on Privileges and Elections. He Says 
that it draws to itself only the question of elec 
tion to membership in this body. I think that 
is too narrow a definition of its jurisdiction. | 


| think that questions of election, whether of 


members of this body or of the other body, 
whatever questions of that kind may come 


before the Senate, properly go to that com- 
| mittee. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. Petitions and 
memorials are still inorder. If there be none. 
reports of committees are next in order. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mil 

itary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
S. No. 393) to authorize the discontinuance 


| of certain grades in the military service, re 


ported it with an amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whou 
was referred the bill (S. No. 309) to prohib 
the retention of soldiers’ discharges by clai 
ageuts and attorneys, reported it with « 
amendment. 

Mr. WILSON. Lam also instructed by the 
same committee, to whom was referred the 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 56) donating cer 
tain condemned cannon for a soldiers’ monu- 
ment, to report it back without amendment; 
and if there be no objection, I should like to 
have it put on its passage at this time 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires unan- 
imous consent. Is there objection? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
had better lie over one day. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The joint res 
olution will be placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on 
Printing, to whom was referred a motion to 
print ten thousand copies of the President's 
message communicating the report of the com 
mission appointed to devise rules and regu 
lations for the reform of the civil service, 
reported in lieu thereof a motion that seven 
thousand copies of the message, with the accom 
panying documents, be printed for the use of 


I think if 


| the Senate, and five thousand copies for the 


use of the President of the United States; and 
the report was agreed to. 
NAVY REPORT. 

Mr. ANTHONY. | offer the following res 
olution, which has received the assent of the 
Committee on Printing, though it has not been 
formally referred to them : 


Resolved, That two thousand copies of the report 
of the Secretary of the Navy, with such of the accom 
panying documents as ‘he m: iy select, be printed for 
the use of the Secretary of the Navy. 


The resolution was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to. 
COURT EXPENSES IN UTAH. 
Mr. CRAGIN. The Committee on Terri 
tories, to whow was referred the bill (S. No. 
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176) in relation to the payment of the expenses 
arrest, custody, and trial of prisoners 


f the 
( c ‘ A 
1 territorial offenses in the Terri- 


charged with 
tory of Utah, avd for other purposes, have 
had the same under consideration, and in- 


structed me to report it back without amend- 
and to ask for its passage. 
ask for the present consideration of 

It is very brief; and if the Senate 


ment 
jesire to 
this bill. 
will hear 
nd hear the letter of the Attorney General 
read, | think there will be no objection. 

lhe bill was read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator reports 
“om the Committee on Territories that there 
‘s a necessity for such an appropriation as this, 


| shall make no objection ; but I object to the | 
Let the Senator state the | 


transfer proposed. | 
amount necessary, and let us appropriate it 
directly. ie 

Mr. CRAGIN. I will state the reason why 
the bill is put in this shape. 


k | 
rhe VICE PRESIDENT. It will be still | 


open to objection after the Senator from New 
Hampshire has concluded his explanation. 
Mr. CRAGIN. The territorial Legislature 
of Utah refused to make any appropriation 
for the expenses of the courts, for paying the 
witnesses, jurors &e., and they refused for a 
purpose ; and in that view this bill has been 
reported in this form. I will read a letter from 


the Attorney General on this subject, and also | 





I also | 


a short explanation that I will make, | 


| 


an extract from one from the district attorney: | 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 
WASHINGTON, December 14, 1871. 


Sir: I ineclose the copy of a letter just received | 


from Mr. Bates, the newly appointed district attor- | 


ney of Utah, and eall your special attention to his 
remarks upon the subject of funds for the payment 
of witnesses and jurors. 

I understand the difficulty to be this: the judges 
of Utah have decided that prosecutions under ter- 
ritorial law are to be conducted by the United States 


enforeed by the United States marshal, and not by 
the territorial officers; and the territorial Legis- 
lature has therefore refused to appropriate funds 
for paying jurors and witnesses, or for the other 
expenses of the courts. The usage in the past has 
een forthe United States to bear the expense of 
rosecutions for violation of the laws of the United 
states, and the territorial treasury to bear the other 
xpenses of holding the courts. 

{am informed that the prosecutions against Young 
and others are under the territorial laws. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

A. T. AKERMAN, 
Attorney General. 

Hon. A. H. Cragin, United States Senate. 


I will now read an extract from the letter of 
Mr. Bates, the district attorney, to the Attorney 
General. After saying that he has had the 
‘th of January fixed for these trials, he says : 


In the mean time let me advise you that the mar- 
shal not only has not one cent of money to pay wit- 
nesses, jurors, or the entire expenses of the court, 
but is already in advance several thousands of dol- 
lars for expenses heretoforeincurred. How, then, is 
it possible for the United States officers here to bring 
into court the witnesses and jurors to properly pros- 
ecute these defendants, who are rich, combined, and 
ablemen? I pause forareply. Brigham Young is 
rich, he hasall the means to pay his witnesses, jurors, 
Xe.; but the United States authorities here are pen- 
ulless, and a Mormon Legislature will never appro- 
priatea cent. It seems to me that Congress should 
at once be advised of the fact that there is not one 
dollar here in the hands of the marshal to pay the 
jurors, clerks, witnesses, and the expenses of the 
great trials. Cannot some means be devised to put 
him in funds to meet Brigham Youngin court with the 
necessary weapons to establish his guilt or to dem- 
onstrate his innocence? Please advise me how I am 
to secure the witnesses against him. 


Yours, truly, 
GEORGE C. BATES, 
United States District Attorney, Utah. 

[ havealso a letter here from Judge McKean, 
which is to the same effect. Some parts of 
the letter I do not care to read at present, but 
it bears upon this point of the expenses of the 
courts, and how the Mormon Legislature re- 
fuse to make any appropriations for the pur- 
pose, or where they do make them they are 
coupled with such conditions that they cannot 
be applied. This bill was introduced last 
larch proposing to divert a portion of the 
money which has been appropriated by Con- 
gress to pay the mileage and per diem of this 
very Legislature, for the purpose of furnishing 





| a e rom Maine [Mr \ w 
distriet attorney. and the processes, Xc., are to be | my friend from Maine (Mr. HAMLIN 


for the courts, simply to pay witnesses and 
jurors. 

This is a statement of the case in brief. 
Much more might be said about it, but I leave 
it with what. | have said. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. President, I have some 
morning business to present. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. (Mr. Avy: 
THONY in the chair.) The Senator from Ne- 


|| braska rises with morning business, and that 


is in the nature of an objection. 
Mr. TIPTON. Is the presentation of bills 
in order? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Not 


yet; 


| reports of committees are still in order. 


Mr. CRAGIN. Is there any objection to 
the present consideration of the bill reported 
by me? 


‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The Sena- 


| tor from Nebraska rose to object, calling for 
| morning business. 


CUSTOMS 


Mr. FENTON. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Finance, to whom was reterred 
the bill (S. No. 2) to regulate the service in 
the collection of custoras at the various ports 
of entry in the United States, and the disposi 
tion of fines, penalties, and forfeitures in 
curred under the laws relating to customs, 
and for other purposes, to report it back with 
amendments. And, Mr. President, | desire 
say that I will, at one o’clock on the second 
Monday in January, 
the Senate after the 
take up this bill 


SERVICE. 


1o 
on the reassembling of 
holiday recess, move to 


t } ittinoe 
Ot Submit! 


with a view 


some remarks explavatory of the same. 
THLEGRAPIL SYSTEM. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I eall the attention of 


the 


to 


| fact that the chairman of the Committee on 


Post Offices and Post Roads [Mr. Ramsey} is 
now present. lask that the reference of the 
resolution [| submitted yesterday may be made 
to the Committee on Commerce. The chair- 
man of the Post Office Committee makes no 


| objection. 











Mr. RAMSEY. I have no objection, of 
course, to the direction the honorable Senator 
desires the matter to take, but I eannot con 
sent to dispossess the Post Office Committee 


| of jurisdiction over questions which they have 


already acquired. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I do not desire that. 


| but [ want simply a report on the commercial! 


relations of the telegraph. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That matter 
is not now in order. If there be no further 
reports the introduction of bills is next 
order. 


in 


BILLS INTRODUCED 


Mr. BLAIR asked, and by unanimous con 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
420) to confer jurisdiction on the Court of 
Claims to hear and determine the suit of Caron 
delet vs. the United States; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Comunittee 
on Private Land Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
421) to grant to the State of Missouri all the 
public lands within the State remaining un- 


| disposed of, for the benefit of the common 
was read | 


school fund of said State; which 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee 


| on Education and Labor, and ordered to be 


printed. 

Mr. FENTON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 422) to provide for a building for the use 
of the post office, custom-house, United States 
circuit and district courts, and internal reve- 
nue offices at Albany, New York; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and 
ordered to be printed. 
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| money to carry on these prosecutions—money || Mr. TIPTON asked, and by unanimous con 


sent obtained, leave to introduce abill(S. No. 
428) for the relief of Julia A. Smith; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. RICE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
$24) to incorporate the Red River Raft Com- 
pany; which was read twice by its title, re- 


| ferred te the select Committee on the Levees 


of the Mississippi River, and ordered to be 
printed. 
CEMETERY HEAD-MARKS 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, submitted the 
following resolution; which was considered by 


unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


| be instructed to inquire into the present 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
cost of 
head-marks in our national cemeteries, the cost of 
keeping the same in repair, and whether it would 
not be more economical to supply such marks with 
more permanent materials, 


CONDUCT OF PRESIDENT GRANT. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I offer a resolu 


' tion, and I ask the courtesy of the Senate that 


I may read it myself, for information : 


Resolved, That the Committee of Investigation 
and Retrenchment inquire, ascertain, and report 
whether Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United 
States, now has, or heretofore has had, any interest, 
iin or contingent, in any contract to do work for 
the United States, or to furnish any material to be 
used in any public building; and if he has, or has 
had, any such interest, whether it came to bim by 
purchase or gift. That said committee inquire, 
ascertain, and report whether any persons have 
inade donations of money or property to the Pres- 
ident, and he has bestowed upon the donors, or their 
relations, offices or places of publie trust and profit; 
and if so, the names of the donors and of the per 
sons on whom such offices or trusts were bestowed, 
designating the trust or office in each case. That 
said committee also inquire, ascertain, and report 
whether the President has bestowed any offices oi 
places of public trust or profit on his relations, or 
the relatives of any member of his family; and, it 
the names of all such persons, the oflices and 
trusts bestowed upon them, and their relationship 
to the President or member of his family. That 
said committee also inquire, ascertain, and report 
whether there has been any contract, arrangement, 
or understanding by or among any officers or per 
ons in the civil, military, or naval service of th« 
United States, that they or others were to have an; 
part or interest in any money, bonds, land, or othe: 
property, to be paid or acquired consequent upon 
any treaty between the republie of Dominica and 
the United States; and if so, the names of all such 
persons, and the nature of their connection with the 
vifair; and whether the ships, sailors, or marine 
forces of the United States have taken any part in 
the conflict between Baez and Cabral,or didany act to 
favor orinjure the cause of either; andifso, what was 
thepart or act, and by what authority or order done. 
And that said committee also inquire, ascertain, 
and report whether the President and heads of De 
partments, or any of them, have absented themselves 
trom Washington city and the performance of their 
respective duties to make electioneering excursions 
and speeches through the country, and to spend 
their time at places of pleasure and dissipation ; 
and if so, how frequent were such absences by those 
officers or any of them, and how long did each con- 
tinue. And in prosecuting these several inquiries 
said committee is empowered to send for persons and 
papers. 


cer 


So, 


I ask for the present consideration of this 
resolution. 
fhe PRESIDING 


OFFICER. The Sen- 


ator from Kentucky asks unanimous consent 


forthe present consideration of this resolution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be read for in- 
formation from the desk, so that we can all 
hear it. I rather like it so far as | was able to 
hear it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reso- 
lution will be read, if there be no objection. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That resolution is so 
important, and so useful, that I think it ought 
to be printed, and have an amendment made 


to it providing for an inquiry also into the 


absence of Senators touching the subject of 
their own or other elections; and therefore I 
think it had better lie over and be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection 
being made to its present consideration, the 
resolution will lie over under the rules. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I ask thatit be 
printed. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. That is what I asked 
for. 
"The PRESIDING OFFICER. The order 


to print wi be made. 

Mr. MORTON | suggest to the Senator 
from Ve nornt t vi thdraw bis objection and 
let us pass this resolution [ want to see the 
| want to see this examin 

s for 
Senator from 


resolution, for I 


esolution passed, 


mati ij made, ar d made speedily one, 


feel under obligations to the 
Kentucky for moving this 
think it willhavethe effect of squelching a vast 

that have been put in circula 
last two years, and | hope no 


mber of |r 
von for the 


objection will be made to its present consid 


eration 

Mr. EDMUNDS. TIT am perfectly serious 
If the proprieties of the 
Senate would permit me to say it, | should say 
that 
but I do not suppose they will, and therefore 
i do not gay it. I 
to go on the files of the Senate, 


about this business 


the resolution was in itself scandalous, 
think, as the resolution is 
it ought to be 
printed so that it can have public circulation. 
I want ten thousand copies of it myself, a 


coming from my distinguished friend from 
Kentucky, as acampaign document, and as it 
ur campaign docu- 
ments from the Public Printer and atthe pub 
an opportunity where | can 
lawfully get a small quantity, and therefore, 


in perfect earnest and acting upon my own 


is said that we all get o 


lic expense, here) 


responsibility and nobody else’s, | insist upon 
its going over and being printed, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection 
being made, the resolution lies over under the 
rule. 

INDIAN WAR CLAIMS 


Mr. CALDWELL. I offer the following 
resolution, and ask for its present considera- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
tructed to examine and report whether, in their 
judgment, any obligation rests upon the United 
t to reimburse the several States and Terri- 
ori ind the citizens thereof, for expenses incurred 
ne damages sustained by reason of the incursion 


f hostile Indians; and if such obligation exists, 


whether any legislation looking to said reimburse- 


nent is practicable or expedient. 

I desire to say that this resolution refers to a 
report of a committee appointed by the Gov 
ernor of Kansas under authority of the Legis 
» of that State to examine and audit the 

of certain citizens of Kansas for losses 


Ciaim 

ustained at the hands of hostile Indians ; and 
i request that the resolution, together with the 
eport and accompanying papers, which Il now 
hold in ny hand, be ] rinted and referred Lo the 
Committee on Claims. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ence will be made. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. [I suggest, as that is a 
resolution of inquiry, that it should be adopted 
and not referre 4. 

Mr. CALDWELL. Very well. 

The resolution was adopted. 


Chat refer- 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 


A message from the House of Representa 
tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed the following bills ; 
in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
request¢ d: 

A bill (H. KR. No. 484) making an appro 
priation to supply a deficiency in the appro- 
priation for expenses of the joint select Com 
mittee on Alleged Outrages in the Southern 
States; 

A bill (H. 
roads; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 
roads. 


K. No. 774) to establish post 
777) to establish post 


PRINTING OF RESOLUTIONS 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM submitted the follow- 
ing resolution ; which was considered by unan- 
imous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That all resolutions which have been or 


which may be referred to the Committee of Investi- 
gation and Retrenchment be printed. 


POWERS OF INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM. loffer the following 
resolution, and ask for its present consider- 
ation: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Investigation 
and Retrenchment be authorized, in their discre- 


tion, to hold sessions in the city of New York dur- 
ing their proposed investigations, and to employa 


stenographer, and that the committee and its sub-, 


committees be authorized to administer oaths and to 
take testimony. 

There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to suggest to the 
Senator whether it is within our power, as 
a point of law, to authorize a sub-commit 
tee to administer oaths. The right to admin- 
ister oaths is conferred by a statute of the 
United States, which declares that the chair- 
man of a select committee, or the chairman 
of a standing committee of either House, not 
of both Houses, but of either House, may ad- 
ministeroaths. Thereforeitis obvious that if 
the law does not now allow the head of a sub- 
committee to administer an oath, we cannot 


confer that authority by a resolution of the | 
However, | do not make any objec- | 


Senate. 
tion to the resolution, only I do not think it 


would be effective to produce the result that | 


| my friend desires. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Do I understand the 


resolution to be confined to sittings in the city 
of New York? 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM. That portion in rela- | 


tion to the administration of oaths is not con- 


| tined to the sessions there. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Bat, if Lheard the reso- 
lution correctly, it authorizes the committee 
to hold a session in the city of New York. 
Now I suggest the insertion of the words *‘ or 
elsewhere,’’ so that, if the committee think 
proper, they may hold a session elsewhere. 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM, 


| ment. 


| the very question which we now have under | 


Mr. SCOTT. Let me also suggest to the 
Senator from Connecticut, in order to cover 


consideration in the Senate, that he insert the 
words ** subpena witnesses,’’ so asto enable a 


| sub-coinmittee to subpena witnesses, adminis- 


| ter oaths, and take testimony. 


Mr. BUCKINGHAM. Lacceptthat amend- 


| ment. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thatamend- 
ment will be made. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
tion as amended. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Investigation 
and Retrenchment be authorized, in their discre- 


Let us hear the resolu- 


tion, to hold sessions in thecity of New York, or | 


elsewhere, during (heir proposed investigations ; to 
employ a stenographer; and that the committee or 


its sub-committees be authorized to subpena wit- | 


nesses, administer oaths, and take testimony. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

EXPENSES OF INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The morn- 
ing hour having expired, it becomes the duty 
of the Chair to call up the unfinished business 
of yesterday, being the resolution offered by 
the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Scorr] 
in regard to ceriain recusant witnesses. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I move that the un- 
finished business be postponed 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. I ask the Senator 





| from South Carolina to suspend for a mo- 
ment that I 


may offer another resolution, 
which will take but a moment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There was 
also a special order assigned for this hour, but 
the unfinished business of yesterday takes pre- 
cedence of it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think there isno objec 
tion tothe suggestion of the Senator from Con- 
necticut. He asks unanimous consent to have 
another resolution, in connection with the same 
subject as the other, acted upon. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


\| from Connecticut asks unanimous consent to 


[acceptthatamend- | 


! 
| 





i 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 





December 20, 








submitaresolution. The Chair hears no objec. 
tion. The resolution will be read. q 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution, 
follows: 

Resolved, That the sum of $5,000, or as much 
thereof as May be necessary, for the expenses of the 
Committee of Investigation and Retrenchment i. 
hereby directed to be paid out of the continpor. 


ag 


fund of the Senate under the order of the ohairma: 
of said committee. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 


objection to the present consideration of the 
resolution ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. _ I make no objection to 
its present consideration; but if my friend wij) 
not think me offensive, I suggest that there jc 
a statutory difficulty, and that is, that there jg 
an act of Congress which provides that no 
money shall be paid out of the contingent fund 
of either House without the approval of the 
Committee on Contingent Expenses of this 
body or the Committee on Accounts of the 
other body. The resolution, therefore, ough; 
to provide—this not being an appropriation, 


| but a payment out of the contingent fund—tha; 





this money shall be paid on the order of the 
chairman of the Committee of Investigation, 
approved by the Committee to Audit and Con- 
trol the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, 
because otherwise the Secretary cannot pay it 
without a violation of law. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM. Laccept thatamend. 
ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theamend- 
ment is accepted by the mover of the resolu- 
tion. This resolution being for the payment 
of money, it must be treated as a bill; and it 
is before the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

The resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to a third read- 
ing, read the third time, and passed. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 484) making an appro- 
priation to supply a deficiency in the appro- 
priation for expenses of the joint select Com- 
mittee on Alleged Outrages in the Southern 
States was read twice by its title. and referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The bill (WH. R. No. 774) to establish post 
roads, and the bill (H. R. No. 777) to establish 
post roads, were read twice by their title, and 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

COST OF VESSELS ON ST. DOMINGO COAST. 


Mr. ROBERTSON. Mr. President 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope the Senator from 
South Carolina will give way for one moment. 
I ask the Senate to take up the resolution I 
offered yesterday calling for information, that 
it may be adopted. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. If it leads to no debate 
I shall not object; otherwise I shall. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reso- 
lution will be reported for information. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
directed to communicate to the Senate an account 
of the expenditures incurred in the support and 
navigation of the several ships already reported to 
the Senate by the Secretary as employed on the 
coasts of St. Domingo since the beginning of negotia- 
tions for the acquisition of part of that island, set- 
ting forth the expenditures on account of each ship 
and the sum total taken from the annual naval ap- 
propriations on account of all these ships. And that 
the Secretary also report to the Senate how much. 
if any, such expenditures are greater than would 
have been incurred had such ships been in service 
elsewhere; and also how many vessels are usually 
in service in waters adjacent to the West Indies. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


CIVIL SERVICE, 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask my friend from 


South Carolina to permit me to move that 
the message of the President of the United 
States received yesterday, with the accom- 
panying papers, be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, who have a bill on that sub- 
ject under consideration. 
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jjec- The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be terday afternoon. I think perhaps I may be } in the administration of the Government which 
no objection, that reference will be made. mistaken in that, but [ intended to rise to | they endeavored to destroy. 
1 as TREATIES OF PEACE COMMISSION, noaccotiaalhe ned ee a spony a || My on the course which er 
. % | : : s egard to it, and || pursued are in some measure changed by the 
sae Mr. MORRILL, 0f aca — v4 — | my desire to have this business disposed of 80 class which Congress has already hat upon 
the ate to take up te resreycn Whe bh: omerec ® || that it shall not hereatier be in the way of || this subject. In relieving men of their political 
ty is few days ago simply ae a subject to the || important business of the Senate, | leave the || disabilities Congress does not appear to have 
— Committee on Indian A mire. he & |} question in the hands of the Senate. || been governed by any well-established prin 
- ‘here being no re ” sree pro- || The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator |! ciples, but by the wishes of the personal friends 
vee ceeded to consider the fo pOWIng FeSO; iach | is right. The Senator from Pennsylvania was || of the guilty. We have relieved so many that 
the Resolved, zat ie, Commision on, Eatin Atpize \, on the floor at the time of the adjournment || the Government is charged with injustice in 
be saa rthet o gidttiandl ledistelien ia necessary || yesterday, but the Chair recognized the Sen |/ not extending the favor to others who are no 
» to se earn into effect the soversl trention made, and || ator from South Carolina, not observing the || more guilty, There is some ground for this 
will the acts ant eee ti = a Sonmeans | Senator from Pennsylvania on the floor ; | charge. When a large number are selected 
6 ie arorel July 20, 1867, envitled “ An act to estab- || Mr. ROBERTSON. If the honorable Sen- || from a class to be the recipients of govern- 
= te lish peace With certain hostile Indian tribes;” and | ator will consent to lay aside his resolution || mental clemency, others of that class make a 
s no to report by bill or otherwise. | for the present 1 do not suppose there will be || strong plea for like consideration, and unless 
und The resolution was adopted. | any objection to taking it up after this bill is || there are special reasons, reasons which are 
the MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. | disposed of. I think we can get through with || apparent and which clearly make it right to 
this A message from the House of Representa- ] this bill atan early hour. [do not propose | bestow the favor upon the persons selected, 
the 4 gk eee . || to make any speech about it, nor is this the || you cannot erase from the minds of men the 
tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced || Peco ean Aim, ig I ished ate. taaaiaies,. Th caeaciiaiael aie Uk ain Rican aniideitiniadias 
ight that the House had passed a concurrent resolu- ] prop - ime todo so. i merely as 1e Senate conviction that t a a ronment nas exercisec 
ion : ee . of || to take it up and consider it. | the pardoning power with purtiality. 
' tion to print twenty-five thousand copies of || “a4 \ ppEeSIDING OFFICER. TheSens os ee ee ee 
that a eed ic Saal f be PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator || We are now in circumstances which, in my 
the President’s message on civil service reform. || Seis, nsiily Cinath Nitin: mamaeahy: thant an all Stel alien sadiieneeiaiaand 
the The message also announced that the House || ‘°™ * ATONE ROVER SERS SES PORNE || JECEMORL, TUNSCE It RECT NRTy tO CEeNe Tee 
ion as : ae | and all previous orders be postponed, and that |) much further than would have been justifiable 
— had concurred in the amendments of the Sen- || 0 gait, lee ae Tee wy “ext oes soceiilies Saal ; 
On- ate to the bill (H. R. No. 459) for the construe- bill s sae Soe bi oO the consideration of the | a age a edna > ae e ae us 
=~ tion of a public building at Chicago, Illinois. || “The wre crip eae y ee || by the overflowing and superabundant sym 
Ly it 2e Motion was agreed to; and the Senate, || pathy of generous conquerors for misguided 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, | as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to || public enemies. This necessity induces me 
and- The message further announced that the || consider the bill (H. R. No. 380) for the re- io favor the bill under consideration, but if it 
Speaker of the House had signed the following || moval of legal and political disabilities imposed || shall be materially changed I shall not vote 
ond- enrolled bills: and they were thereupon signed || by the third section of the fourteentt: artic!e of || for it. It proposes to relieve the mass of 
ole. by the Vice President: | amendments to the Constitution of the United || rebels, whom I would now welcome to every 
lent “A bill (GH. R. No. 459) for the construction || States. The bill proposes to remove all legal || right, to every privilege, to every position. I 
d it of a public building at Chicago, Illinois ; and political disabilities imposed by the third |} would receive them either with or without 
the A bill (A. R. No. 487) making appropria- || section of the fourteenth article oi aaendments || repentance, but with the hope (a hope based 
tions for expenses that may be incurred under || to the Constitution of the United States on | upon desire rather than upon conviction) that 
late articles one to nine, inclusive, of the treaty || persons therein mentioned, because of their || their release from merited punishment and 
ad- between the United States and Great Britain, || having engaged in insurrection or rebellion || their fall restoration to all the rights of citi- 
concluded at Washington May 8, 1871; and || against the United States, or given aid orcom- || zenship will inspire their hearts with loyalty 
A bill (H. R. No. 489) making appropria- || fort to the enemies thereof, with the exception || to the Government and cause them to be 
tions for expenses incurred under articles || of persons included in either of the following || truly the friends and supporters of republican 
pro- twelve to seventeen, inclusive, of the treaty || classes, namely: first, members of the Congress || liberty. 
pro- between the United States and Great Britain, || of the United States who withdrew therefrom | But here I enter a caveat to stay further pro 
om- concluded at Washington May 8, 1871. and aided the rebellion; second, officers of || ceedings. I do it now because some of the 
lern CIVIL SERVICE REFORM. the Army or Navy of the United States who, |) friends of this measure have expressed a desire 
rred bois : ; being above the age of twenty-one years, left |; that relief should be universal, and regard this 
rhe following concurrent resolution from the || said Army or Navy and aided the rebellion; || bill as an important step toward securing that 
post Hi use of Representatives was referred to the || third, members of State conventions which || result. That result should not, in my judy 
ish Committee on Printing : | adopted pretended ordinances of secession who |; ment, be secured, because in the absence of 
and Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be || yoted for the adoption of such ordinances. | penalty it would rob the law of its power to 
and printed twenty-five thousand copies of the Presi- || Before any ver ato be entitled he benefit | cheek tha: tbte aak Whastiod of the Jose 
dent’s message and accompanying documents, relat- any person Isto be entitled to the beneht |) protect the rights and Iiberties of the loya 
ing to civilservice reform ; fourteen thousand forthe || of the act he shall, within the district where || and endanger the permanency of the Govern 
; ree] e ~~ ote, for th Aponennd. for the Senate, | he resides, before a clerk of some court of the | ment. To prevent such consequences it will 
_ aime ts a tdi el cat re ceniahe United States or a United States commis- | be my aim to show the character of the rebel- 
— eesapbhalpne lag aaie pala tame sioner, take and subscribe an oath or affirma- lion, to present the claims of justice and of 
a, Mr. ROBERTI SON. I now move that the || tion to support the Constitution of the United || violated law, and, from the fact that no penalty 
at unfinished business of yesterday be laid aside || States and to bear true faith and allegiance to | has been or can now be inflicted upon the 
that for the purpose of taking up House bill No. || the same, which oath or affirmation is to be | guilty, to show the necessity of perpetuating 
380. | forwarded by the officer to the Secretary of || some privation which shall be regarded as a 
site Mr. SCOTT. I rose last evening at the con- | State of the United States, who shall cause a |) clear and distinct mark of condemnation rest 
clusion of the remarks of the Senator from || list of all persons complying with the provis- || ing upon the most guilty, and be a warning 
a Ohio, [Mr. Touran, ] desiringto reply to them || ions of the act to be laid before Congress at | against a repetition of the crime. 
. upon the question made as to the power of | the opening of each session thereof; and the || We have a Government organized by the 
the joint committee. I stated then, when the || officer before whom such oath or affirmation || people for their own security, paternal in its 
ae motion was made to go into executive session, || is made is to give to the person taking it acer- || character and beneficent ‘in its poliey. It 
aad that I did not desire to antagonize this meas- || tificate of the fact under such forms and regu: || watches every interest with jealous care, and 
and ure against the bill which the Senator from |} lations as the Secretary of State may prescribe. || enacts laws to secure equal privileges and to 
= South Carolina has in charge ; but, as 1 have Mr. ROBERTSON. Mr. President, the in || harmonize conflicting interests as the ever- 
sie been charged with two of his constituents who || terest of the country demands the passage of |) changing condition and necessities of the peo- 
set- are giving me a great deal of trouble, | hope | this bill. Go where you may in the South, | ple demand. Itisa Government which hasso 
— he will permit me to dispose of that question. || and every Republican of any prominence who || clearly defined and defended human rights as 
that I think we can do it in the course of half an || you meet will advocate the passage of an am_ || to fill the hearts of despots with fear and to 
uch. hour or an hour. I desire to reply briefly to || nesty bill. I do not propose to make any speech || inspire the oppressed of all nations with hope. 
7 the Senator from Ohio. If it shall then be || on the subject, as I stated my views upon it at || [t has secured greater liberty with less re- 
rally the pleasure of the Senate to postpone the |} the last session; but, sir, the passage of this || straint than any other. It is the purest, the 
:. resolution, of course I shall not complain ; but |} bill will give the Republican party more strength || most liberal, the best Government organized 
ous I deem it my duty, having it in charge, having || in the South than anything that has been done | among the nations. It has a right to com- 
brought it before the Senate as early as the || since the war ended. I ask the friends of the || mand, and a claim to obedience. And yet 
6th of December, to insist on having it dis- || bill to show their allegiance to it by their votes || men who have prospered under its policy and 
posed of. and not by their speeches. I want to obtain || been protected by its power—men who have 
rom _ Mr. ROBERTSON. I hope the honorable || the sense of the Senate upon it, and theref re || been educated by its Treasury, and who have 
that Senator will not ask me to yield. || I shall not consume any time. been intrusted to fill high official positions, 
‘ited Mr. SCOTT. Will the Senator permit me || Mr. BUCKINGHAM. Mr. President, the || conspired for its overthrow. heirs was not 
om- to conclude one sentence I was about stating? || bill for the removal of legal and political dis- |! a weak, timid, half-hearted effort, but a com- 
tree When he rose I was about to rise and call the j abilities now under consideration proposes to || bination of mind and heart and energy and 
sub- attention of the Chair to the fact that I sup- || open a door through which the great mass of || will to establish another Government within 
posed I had the floor at the adjournment yes- | disloyal men may enter and again pariicipate || 


the jurisdiction of this, and to sustain it by 
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the use of all hostile and warlike measures | 


against rightful authority. They organized 
armics and forced the people to choose between 
loyalty and rebellion, and to fight for the pres- 
ervation of the Government or for its dissolu- 
Lion. 

Their guilt is found in the sorrow and grief 
yal heart, and in the untold agony 
felt in the ex- 
$5,000,000, 000, 
half of which now hangs over us as a debt, bur- 
our industry and checking our pros 

lt is written in four years of war and 
yjlood, during which time more than two muil- 
t young men, the life and hope 

recalled from the paths of 
peace to fields of battle. heir guilt is still 
more clearly seen in the fact that nearly three 
hundred thousand of these men were sent by 
sickness, by ball and sword, and by starvation, 


ol every iv 


otoany a iam circie, itis 


enditure of more than one 


perity 


ions of our be 


of the nation, we 


Lo premature graves. 

The re bellion wi 
oppression and tyranny to secure personal 
was a causeless 
resistance to the execution of laws which com 
bined the opinions of a majority of our fellow- 
citizens who alone wield the power of the 
it was a rebellion against the 
sovereignty of the Government, in which the 
were not only equal copart- 
ners, but were active, leading directors, and 


not a rebellion against 


rights and immunities, but it 


Government. 


rebels themselves 


- 


under which they were secured in all the rights | 


which the 
favored and distinguished citizen. But the 
crime was more than rebellion; it was treason. 
Webster says ‘‘treason is the offense of at- 
tempting to overthrow the Government of the 
State to which the offender owes allegiance.’’ 
Lhe allegianee to the national 
Government, and made that attempt. The 
New York code defines treason as levying war 
the people of the State within the 
State, or a combination of two or more per- 


rebel owed 


aguln 
sons by force to usurp the government of the 
State or to overthrow the same, evidenced by 
a forcible attempt made within the State to 
accomplish that purpose. 

Ibe rebels combined within the United States 
and attempted to overthrow the national Gov- 
ernment by force. The constitution of Con 
necticut says treason against the State shall 


overeign power secured to the most | 


consist only in levying war against it or adher- | 


ing to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. 
The Constitution of the United States declares 
that ‘‘ treason against the United States shall 


consist only in leving war against them.’’ The | 


act of Congress passed in 1790 declares— 
That if any person or persons owing allegiance 
to the United States of America shall levy war 
against them, or shall adhere to their enemies, giv- 
ing them aid and comfort within the United States 
or elsewhere, and shall be convicted on confession in 
open court, or on the Lestimony of two witnesses to 
the same overt act of the treason whereof he or they 


shall stand indicted, such person or persons shall | 
stand adjudged guilty of treason against the United 


States.” 


No language can more perfectly describe an 
act after it has been committed than the stat- | 


ute defines the acts of the rebels before they 
were conceived by them. 


and gave them aid and comfort; yea, they them- 
selves were the enemies. 

lhe proof is found in establishing other 
governments within the jurisdiction of this, 
in their armies marshaled for our overthrow, 
and in their prisons, where Union men were 
incarcerated and purposely rendered power 
less for loyal duty by starvation. 
cloud of witnesses, sixteen thousand strong, 
might be summoned from their graves within 
sight of this Capitol, and three hundred thou- 
sand more from every battle ground and from 
every national cemetery, whose mute lips and 
pulseless hearts would testify that they were 
slain by treason. But more than this. The | 
rebels make confeasion before the open court | 
of the civilized world to acts the guilt of which | 


They owed alle- | 
giance to the United States of America. They || 
adhered to the enemies of the United States 


A great | 


| ing of the word ‘‘treason’’ 


which the Constitution and laws define to be 
treason. 

Treason is no trivial offense. It is not the 
slandering of a king, in whose person is em- 
bodied the sovereignty of a monarchy. It is 
not the utterance of political opinions adverse 
and hostile to the Government. No; the lan- 
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guage of the Constitution was used for the | 
| purpose of limiting the crime to positive, fla- 
| grant acts of war against the State, and when | 


the framers of thai instrument inserted therein 


the words, ‘‘ treason shall consist only in levy- | 
ing war,’’ they intended to restrict the mean- | 


to a violation of 


the duty of allegiance, and yet with that lim- 


itation they knew that it embraced embarrass- | 


ment to business, obstruction to 
resistance to the execution of law, a violation 


commerce, | 
|| this demand, and has virtually declared tha: 


of private rights, encroachment upon the priv- | 
| ileges and immunities of the citizen, confisca- 


tion of property, robbery, arson, murder, and 


| war, war against the life of the nation. This 





| conviction that law which made such demands | 


is treason. Is there any crime against Gov- 
ernment like unto this crime? 

What does it deserve? From testimony 
recently taken by congressional authority we 
have evidence that the oath which binds the 
Ku Klux to deeds of blood recognizes death 
as the penalty justly due to one who proves a 
traitor to their cause. Our own statutes de- 
clare that persons adjudged guilty thereof 
shall suffer death, and demand the penalty. 
The safety and highest interests of the people 
demand it; yea more, as the traitor himself 
pursues his business or his pleasure, his own 
conscience lifts upits voice in unison with these 
claims, and, likean omnipotent accuser, follows 
him into every public assembly, and into the 
secrecy of private retirement when he rises in 
the light and when in darkness he lays his 
head upon his pillow, and demands his life. 

But no life has been taken and no pen- 


| alty inflicted. You arrest, try, convict, and im- 


prison a defaulting paymaster who in every 
other respect has been a law-abiding citizen, 
and you do right; but you let the traitor go 
unwhipt of justice. Why is this? Is thefta 
greater crime than treason? Isa violation of 
the law of honesty a greater offense than the 
violation of a law enaeted to preserve national 
life? Can weafford to enforce the inexorable 
demands of law against the lesser criminal, 
and restore the forfeited rights of the greater 
criminal? Law requires obedience from all. 
It recognizes no right in any subject, however 
patriotic or wise, to question its authority. Do 
you not remember when, in the chief city of 
New England, Anthony Burns was brought be- 
fore a court which was sworn to give a decis: 


when, under a solemn decree of that tribunal, 
he was torn from that judgment seat, and 
in the presence of tens of thousands who filled 
every archway of that temple of justice, and 


| whothronged the public highways, whose hearts 


burned with the fire of liberty and who knew 
that the decree was in violation of the inalien- 
able rights of man and against the enlightened 
conscience of that entire multitude, was 
bound and led as with a halter through a long 
file of armed soldiery and remanded to per 
petual slavery? That was obedience to the 
inexorable demands of law. 

What a scene! What a sublime spectacle! 
It was the wonder and admiration of the civ- 
ilized world. A great people, in the very birth- 
place of American liberty, conscious of their 
power, panting, thirsting, holding in check 
their passion for liberty under the unmistak- 


|| able conviction that liberty could be secured 


only under law. It was obedience under the 


for slavery would in the end be omnipotent 


for liberty. But our laws against treason have | 


not been vindicated by obedience. 

But law need not fail of accomplishing its 
benevolent purposes because some disregard 
its requirements and violate its provisions. 


they tone down by the name of secession, but || Law is not persuasive, but positive; it is 





| ion according to the requirements of law, and || 





December 20, 


} —— 
| firm, rigid, and unyielding. Law knows , 
'merey; if it fails of securing obedience » 
exacts penalty, and that exaction can neve. 
cease without a sacrifice which shal] Vindicate 
the law and magnify the authority of the gov. 
ereign, or without hazard to the Governmoey: 
Injunctions declaring ‘thou shalt” and “t},,,, 
shalt not’’ may be promulgated by exeeytiy, 
authority amid thunderings and lightninus 
they were upon the Mount; yet if they are y, 
sanctioned by penalty they are not law, an) 
will be as powerless to influence men to oj, 
dience as are truth and virtue to persuad 
from vice and crime. Our laws against treas, 
are sanctioned by penalty. They have be, 
violated and demand the penalty. But thy: 
far our Government has refused to listen iy 


ver 


violation of the law of treason is a less al 
than the infliction of penalty. I ask if they 
is not danger when a Government bears x 
testimony against its own authority ? 

Socrates, whom Phedon pronounced the 
wisest and most just of men, declared that 
neither God nor man dare say that the wrong 
doer shall not suffer punishment. A high. 
law declares that ** the soul that sinneth, 
shall die.’’ A violation of just and righteous 
laws must of necessity be followed by ey; 
consequences to the transgressor, and I yerij, 
| believe that there is no government, either on 
earth or in heaven, either human or divine, 
(I speak with reverence,) which can long exist 
without the exercise of a power which shall 
vindicate its authority by inflicting some pen 
alty upon those who violate its laws. Order 
is Heaven’sfirstlaw. Governments are organ: 
ized to preserve order, but if law is not vindi 
cated there is no foundation upon which they 
can build perpetual order. 

But instead of vindicating the law against 
treason the President of the United States ren 
dered it null and void. On the 25th day of 
December, 1869, that officer issued a procla- 
mation by which, without cither repentance 
or atonement, he declared full pardon and 
amnesty for the offense of treason committed 
during the late civil war, with the restoration 
of all rights, privileges, and immunities fo. 
feited by treason. ‘This was his way of making 
treason odious. What nowremains? By the 
fourteenth article of the Constitution several 
classes of persons are prohibited from holding 
certain offices unless Congress by a two-thirds 
vote shall remove the prohibition. ‘This is the 
only distinction which our laws now make 
between the friends of the Government and 
traitors. It should not be blotted out. Ou 
Government is now imperiled by pardons 
already granted and by efforts to extend them 
so far that the power of law may be impaired 
and the authority of the Government destroyed 
Whether we shall escape the danger is a prob- 
lem not yet solved. 

Where crime has been wide-spread, and 
where nearly the whole people have aided and 
abetted the leaders to such an extent as to 
become participators in their crime, there may 
be an honest difference of opinion respecting 
the number upon whom penalty should be in 
flicted. When the military power of the rebe! 
lion was overcome and the guilty were held 
in legal custody we should, in my judgment, 
have tried, convicted, and executed him who 
stood upon the highest round of the ladder of 
infamy, and then, descending, taken the next 
highest in guilt, and, if necessary, the next, 
until the sovereign voice of the people should 
have declared that justice was satisfied, and the 
authority aud majesty of the Government sus 
tained. Had this been done, penalty would 
have fallen only upon the heads of a few lea’ 
ing traitors; treason would have been cou 
demned, the demands of violated law would 
have been secured, and, without hazard to the 
Republic, the door would now be open for the 
restoration of every forfeited right. But it !s 


Ich 








pnnanenerenenas —_ 


| now too late to magnify the claims of the law 
by inflicting punishment. 
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, . | 

harrassment and danger on every side. What, | 
“ ain ‘ 

then, shall we do? | 

it may be difficult ** to see the advantage || 

ropriety of excluding men from office || 


yr } 
ow} because they were, before the rebel- | 


a ae standing and character sufficient to be 
elected to positions requiring them to take } 
oaths to support the Constitution, and admit- 
vg to eligibility those entertaining precisely 

‘he same views, but of less standing in their | 
communities ;’? but it is more difficult for me | 
-» eee the advantage or propriety of permitting | 
‘hem to be clothed with the influence and | 
nower which office would add. It may be | 
true that those whom we now permit to hold |) 

Hice would have violated their oath if they || 
had had it ‘*in their power to do so.’’ But || 
we cannot take notice of what men might | 
have done but did not do. We can, however, 
take cognizance of the treason of members of | 
Congress, of officers of the Army and Navy, | 
of members of State conventions, and of | 
judges of United States courts, who took an 
oath to support the Constitution and after- 
ward engaged in insurrection and rebellion 
against the United States. Wecan and should || 
say that they are ‘‘the great criminals dis 
tinguished above all others for the part they 
took in opposition to the Government,’’ and 
should refuse to allow them to hold any off- 
cial position which can augment their personal 
yower to do evil; and that refusal should be 
fixed upon them as a mark of shame and dis- 
honor which will adhere to them and desig- 
nate them as objects of infamy and fugitives 
from public justice. 

This cannot be called punishment. Penalty 
is due and should have been inflicted, but this 
will be only privation. If Absalom had lived 
after his treason, and been denied a seat at his 
father’s table, could such denial have been re- 
varded asa punishment for his crime? Would 
it have been more than a denial of a privilege 
which he had previously enjoyed? 

If the rebels who now seek for places of 
honor and official influence are not permitted | 
to occupy them, it will be no more than a de- 
nial of privileges which they have forfeited by 
their crime. We can do no less than this if 
we would uphold a beneficent Government and 
preserve the liberties of the people. This 
small privation is the only distinction which 
we can now make between the loyal and the | 
traitor, between the innocent and the guilty. 
Itis not enough to meet the claims of an in- 
jured people, but in consequence of a leniency | 
which has been a denial of justice, and which | 
will prove to have been cruelty, it is all that 
can be secured now. 

lt is claimed that the mass of the people 
entered into the rebellion under the conviction | 
that they were right, and that inasmuch as 
they acted in fidelitv to the dictates of their 
consciences, they should be relieved from 
penalty. But amnesty cannot be granted on 
account of assumed innocence. ‘The first mur 
derer, with an air of assumed innocence, in- 
quired of his Maker, ‘‘Am { my brother's | 
keeper ?’’ and yet justice inflicted a mark of 
guilt and shame which adhered to him in all 
his wanderings. Nor canamnesty be granted 
on account of the conscientiousness of the 
criminal. If it ¢an, you may at once stay all 
legal proceedings against barbarous and inde- 
cent practices in Utah I have read of one 
who, breathing out threatenings and slaughter 
against the followers of the Prince of Peace, | 
sought a commission that if he found any who || 
were loyal to that Prince he might bring them 
hound unto the chief city. I have read that 
he persecuted them even unto death, and that 
le verily thought that he ought to do many | 
things contrary to the name of Him whom he | 

afterward recognized as his King, and that he 
received full amnesty from that King; but I 
never heard that he was pardoned because || 
he was badly educated, or because he acted in \| 
accordance with the dictates of an unenlight- || 
ened and perverted conscience. i 




















| which they promise fidelity to the national 
But such a promise is not the ground || 


Relief from political disabilities is urged | violated their oath of allegiance by treason? 
' upon the ground that as the most talented and || As I value liberty, as I would sustain the pil 


| lars of justice upon which this Government 


highly educated men in the South are now 
prohibited from holding office, the State fails 
of receiving benefit and support from their 
superior ability, while the uneducated and 
ignorant occupy official positions, the duties 
of which they are incompetent to perform. 
This is evidence that those who inaugurated 
and carried forward the rebellion sinned 
against clear light and great knowledge, and 
convinces me that there will be great danger 
if we trust them in their former positions and 
with their former power. ‘The evil is a serious 
one, but a remedy is not to be found by re- 
storing to honorable and responsibie positions 
those who with knowledge betrayed the Gov- 
ernment which they had sworn to support. 
Pardon should not be granted on account of 
the talents and intelligence of the criminal. 
Intelligence does not justify crime, but aggra 
yates it. Who doubts but the intelligence and | 
ability of Burr and of Arnold made their crimes 
the greater? 

Again, it is claimed that the guilty have | 
suffered enough, and that the suffering already 
experienced is a reason foramnesty. But this 
has not been the suffering of penalty, but that 
which is incidental to the violation of law. 
It has had no influence in vindicating the law 
or in sustaining the Government. If a man 
breaks into your post office and steals five dol- 
lars’ worth of stamps, and in his efforts to 
escape fails and breaks a leg, by which he 
suffers for months, you do not allow that suf- 
fering to take the place of penalty. Nor do 
you allow him to enter a plea for pardon on 
the ground that he has suffered, but you recog- | 
nize the claims of the law and send him to 
prison. Will you deal more leniently with the | 
traitor than with him? 

A plea for relief is also based upon the 
ground that the present disabilities excite and 
continue opposition to the Government, that 
they are thorns which constantly annoy and 
disturb the people, and that there will be no 
peace until they are removed. But why is 
there no peace? The old rebels will not per- 
mit. If they would openly and heartily con- 
demn the Ku Klux organization and their acts 
of inhumanity and murder, and recognize 
national authority, peace would at once reign 
in every State. Let us not, then, attempt to 
secure tranquillity by taking counsei of our 
enemies, or by making haste to restore them 
to positions of power. 

It is also claimed that a restoration of for- 
feited rights will change the spirit of the rebels 
and secure their support to the Government. 
Such has not been the effect of clemency here- 
tofore granted. Your magnanimity has been | 
regarded as weakness, and your pardon as an 
act of justice. Every noble act to which you 
have been moved for their benefit has made 
many of them stronger in their opposition to 
the Governmentand more bitter in their hatred. 
Many of the old leaders still counsel others | 


re 


to have nothing to do with the Government || 


until they are restored to political power, after 


Union. 
upon which the Government can restore for- 
feited rights and maintain its supremacy. It 
would exalt the demands of the criminal for 
clemency above the claims of the law for pen- 
alty. it will not do to rest the permanency of 
this Government upon an anticipated change 
in the spirit of its enemies, nor upon the prom- 
ises of the violators of law. Every convict in | 
your penitentiary would promise obedience to 
law if you would let him go forth from his 
prison and again breath the air of liberty, and 
every devil in hell would promise fidelity to 
the King of kings if by so doing he could fly 
from his deep damnation and secure another 
opportunity to subvert and destroy the king- 
dom of God. 

How would they differ from those who swore 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








} 
vs ~ 
fidelity to constitutional obligations and then |j 


must rest, | would not blot out this slight dis 


| tinction which the Constitution makes between 


the most guilty and the innocent by universal 
amnesty. I would not permit all who have 


| held up their right hand and in the sight of 


Heaven declared their allegiance to the Gov: 
ernment and sworn to support its Constitation, 
and then with that same right hand thrust the 
spear and the sword into the very heart of the 


| nation—I would not permit such men to add 


the influence of official position to their power 


| to undermine and destroy this Government. 


The few who will be excluded from the bene 

ficial provisions of the bill under consider 

ation are the élite of the rebels and the most 
guilty among the guilty. The proof is clear, 
distinct, and positive. ‘They were leaders in 
the crime. Standing before the world to-day, 
they acknowledge their acts but deny their 
guilt. They contess that they combined to 
overthrow the Government, and justify their 
deeds. 

Hear what he who championed the rebellion 
and marshaled its forces said a little more 
than a year ago: 

“ T have never asked pardon for what I have done, 
and never will; for [ feel that I have done no wrong.” 

He expressed his faith in State sovereignty, 
and although defeated in the recent. struggle, 
said that he believed that it would ultimately 
triumph. Here is the man who organized 
armies and fought battles against the loyal: 
who made widows and orphans by shedding 
the life-blood of husbands and fathers; who 
led in robbing the nation of the fruits of four 
years of industry; who with wicked hands 
seized our young men and starved them in 
rebel prisons—this man now rises before the 
people against whom he has thus sinned and 
declares his ignocence. Shall we make haste 
to force upon him the boon of forgiveness? 


| Can we properly relieve him from political 


disabilities? | answer no. Justice and the 
claims of law demand his life, but as the nation 
has by a prodigal dispensation of clemency 
become bankrupt and unable to satisfy this 
demand what shall we do? We should with 


| hold his forfeited rights and forever exclude 


him from official position. We should brand 
him with this mark of dishonor and guiJt so 
indelibly that he can never efface it, and so 
distinctly that he can never conceal it, though 
he cover it with the skirt of a woman. 

So faras | know myself, | entertain no other 
feelings than those of kindness and good will 
toward all who engaged in the rebellion. I 
cherish no spirit of revenge, or even of bitter 
ness, but [ love the Government under which 
the rights and liberties of this great people 


; have been so well secured, and for the sake of 


preserving this Government | plead against 
the extension of amnesty beyond the provis- 
ions of this bill. 

But are we prepared to reverse our judgment 
upon questions relating to the criminality of 
the recent rebellion? Arethe arguments now 
put forth sufficient to prove us to have been in 
error? Are we ready to manifest repentance 
for our loyalty by granting universal amnesty ? 
I am not. I know too well what watchings, 
what labors, and what painful anxieties those 
four years of war cost me, and the loyal citizens 
of the State which [ represent, to remove all 
evidence of the guilt from those who caused 
those labors and anxieties. I believe that to 
relieve them from all political disabilities 
would be the repeal of your penal statutes 
against treason and would cause J ustice to stand 
and weep afar off. It would be cruelty to the 
law-abiding citizen. It would be a denial of 
that wisdom which has been conceded to all 
who have maintained the right and the duty 
of preserving national life. It would stamp 
the patriotism of those noble men who gave 
their services, and of those who gave their lives 
for the preservation of national unity, with folly 


« 
x 
4 
< 








240 


It would condemn your mar- 
who united with him 
in inviting and persuading men to leave the 
pursuits of peaceful industry and enter 
the field of blood. It conde him 
who, with bravery, with untiring evergy, 


and madness 
tyred President and ali 


upon 
would on 
great 


persis . followed the enemies 


' . 
try from 


and tency 


Peeples 


Donelson through every 
ito victory onthe Rh 


of our 
strongho ippahanuock. 


But af 


etupou him a distinct 


you neither punish the criminal nor 
mark of condemnation 
uu declare that, weighed in the scales that 
to the 
that the property and 
versons of the rebel are as 
if the loyal ; that there is 


and 


elermine our obligation Groverninent, 


iit balances innocence; 
sacred as the rights 
no virtue in fidelity 
to national un no guilt in treason, and 
that there is no difference in the value of a Gov 
ved and a Government ruined. 
Nay, more, you offer a premium for treason; 
you declare to those who may come after us 


ernment preset! 


that, do what they may to destroy the Govern 
ment. iffer no pe nalty and torfeit 
no privilege lle there will be 
» the traitor if he 


complishing his hellish design, you will allow 


they shall 


reatiter no 


shall tail of ae 


hazard t 


his failure to be proof only of a mistaken jadg 
ment, and he will effectually plead your action 


as a precedent for demanding awnesty lor him 
lf arebellion shall 
forfeited 
you contirm to the rebels 


self and his confederates. 


be unsuccessful, you restore 


every 
right; if ful, 
their claim to the spoils of triumph and offer 
their leader the power and the glory of acrown. 

Mr. President, lam aware that the bill under 
consideration does not 


aucces 


propose to extend iti 
versal relief, and I should feel that, by wander 
ing somewhat from the question, I have tres 
passed upon the patience and courtesy of the 
Senate, if I had not before 
many honored Senators 


me the example of 
But I will make no 
apology; for, as I at first stated, my object is to 
enter a protest against the future consideration 
of any measure designed to remove poliucal 
| plead not for revenge, but for 


justice which can do no wrong, and failing to 


disabilities. 


secure that, | plead for some recognition of the 
claims of justice, and for some mark which shall 
Let 
it not be said of this nation, as was said by an 


clearly designate and condemn the guilty. 


inspired prophet in view of the wrongdoing of 
another, ‘* Judgment is turned away backward 
and justice standeth afar off, for truth is fallen 
in the street and equity cannot enter.” 

Mr. President, we urge men to exercise a 
spirit of mercy and benevolence toward the 
guilty. hese are Christian virtues to be cher- 


ished for the purpose of fitting man for duties | 


here and for the felicities of the blessed here- 
after. Benevolence seeks the happiness of 
every creature, yet it recognizes the claims of 


Mr. SUMNER. I would call the attention 
of the Senator to another way of amending 
that clause which had occurred to me, through 
| do not know but that his amendment is bet- 
ter than mine. I had proposed to alter the 
first exception so as to make it read: 

All persons who, having been members of the Con- 
grees of the United States aided the rebellion. 

[he Senator will observe, if he looks at the 
language of the bill, that the first class of ex 
ceptions is confine! to members of Congress 
who withdrew from their Now, as | 
understand, we have before us the case of a 
gentieman who did not withdraw from his seat ; 
his term expired on the 4th of March; but 
after the expiration of his term he went into 
the rebellion. Iam clear that that case ought 
to be included under this clause. 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. President, | am glad 
that the time has finally arrived when it is 
understood that we are to have general legis 
lation on the subject of the removal of disabili 
ties. Special legislation has been a.tended 
with more than ordinary embarrassment. Ii 
is impossible for Congress to investigate and 
pass upon the cases of individuals with any 
degree of fairness and impartiality. It is im 
possible to ascertain the facts in each case. 
We have proceeded now for several years 
relieving those who were under disability, and 
those who were active in making out plausible 
cases have been relieved, and, as I have been 
informed, constantly during the whole of that 
time many of the people we relieved, in order to 
set themselves right with the people with whom 
they associated, immediately afterward denied 
that they had made the application. Thus it 
has gone on, and frequently we have relieved 
those in a neighborhood who were the very least 
deserving, which naturally created 4» sympathy 
for those who remained under disabilities. 

However we may theorize about this matter 
of political disabilities, practically their im- 
position has not worked well; practically it 
has not tended to tranquillize the South; prac- 
tically it has presented cases which have caused 
irritation and created additional dissatisfaction. 
it must be apparent to all that general legis- 
lation is the proper mode ot proceeding. The 
House of Representatives came to that conclu- 
sion at the last session, and passed the biil 
now under consideration here. I hope we 
may pass the bill substantially as it came from 
the Raia, and not add further lists of excep- 
tions. It we do, if we have such a list of ex- 
ceptions as calls for special legislation again, 


seats, 


we shull find it as dificult to administer in the | 


future as it has been in the past. I had some 
experience in the beginning in investigating 


| petitions for the removal of political disabil 


justice and declares that a Government all | 


mercy is a Government unjust. Benevolence 
demands protection for the guiltless. Moved 
by the most tender regard for the feeble and 


the helpiess, it summons the sword of justice || 


to restrain those who would strike down the 
innocent. It is benevolence that strikes; it 
is benevolence that protects. It strikes the 
guilty that it may shield the innocent. Remem- 
ber that with us there has been no punishment 
for the damning crime of treason, and in the 
absence ot for the demands of 
justice and violated law universal amnesty, 
instead of being dignified as a magnanimous 
Christian virtue, becomes degraded into an 
insult to benevolence and a murderous assault 
upon public justice, 1 trust the Senate will 
take no part in such a crime. 

Mr. MORTON, Mr. President I offer the 
following amendment, to come in at the end of 
the eleventh the first page of the bill: 

And provided further, That this act shall not be 
construed torelate back to and validate the election 
or appointment of any person to the position of 
Senator or Representative in Congress, or to any 
office, civil or military, under the United States, or 
under any State, which _person Was at the time of 
such election or appointment ineligible to the 


position to which he may have been so elected or 
@ppointed. 


satistaction 


ine ot 


|} ment. 


IE 


| done. 
| culties. 
Now, I do not believe that ina political point of || 


ities. I investigated at first some two thou- 
sand applications as well as I could. | un- 
doubtedly recommended the rejection of some 
who ought to have been relieved, and recom- 
mended the relief of many who, if we were 
going to make any discrimination whatever, 
ought not to have been preferred to their 
neighbors. I fell into these difficulties, and 
they accumulated so that I finally asked the 


Senate to relieve me from any further labor | 


in the matter, and that a special committee 
take the subject into consideration. That was 
They, too, have met with these diffi- 


view the third section of the fourteenth amend- | 


ment has been of any advantage whatever. I 
do not wish to be understood as meaning that 
it was unjust to exclude from office those per- 
sons who had participated in the rebellion, 
for all agree that they had forfeited their rights, 
and that they had no claims on this Govern- 
They had been traitors to it, and were 
amenable to the law. That it was unjust to 
them | do not contend; but as a matter of 
practical execution it was inconvenient and 
impossible to carry it out fairly. 
impossible to punish millions of men; it was 
impossible to investigate the relative merits of 


} 


It was | 
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one above another. The practical e€XeCution 
of the law so as to make it fair and equa! a 
as to discriminate and do justice in al| cases 
was impossible. Consequently it has crease, 
great irritation, and accomplished very ijt), 
good. ° 
[ am aware of the’ argument against the 
removal of disabilities. 1 am aware of tj), 
fact that many of those who are now laboring 
under disabilities are not good citizens of j). 
United States. lam admonished by the iene 
of my worthy friend from Peunsyivania | \f, 
Scorr] that many of those persons who a, 
still laboring under disabilities and are to }, 
benefited by this bill, have no claim upon this 
Grovernment for its mercy, and no claims upor 
the generosity of thisGoverament. But, whije 
that is true, there are others whom we desire 
to relieve from disabilities, there are others 
who would undoubtedly be guod citizens 4 
relieved; but we have not the machinery and 
‘annot invent it here to ascertain who they 
They are too numerous fo 
individual action, and generally those mos; 
meritorious are least likely to press their claims 
‘hat mode of action is surrounded by pract 
val difficulties on all hands, and the adminis. 
tration of the law in that way is calculated to 
produce disquiet because of the discriming 
tions made in passing special bills. That wil] 
constantly produce disquiet. It seems to me 
wiser to end the matter and to pass this bil! 
as it came from the House of Representatives, 
and free ourselves fro: the embarrassments 
that we are placed in when we resort to spe- 
cial legislation. By doing this, we shall take 


_from these men the excuse which they make 
| that justice is not done to all, that bad men 


are relieved while good men are not. Take 
this pretext from them, so that they shall have 
no excuse for alleging that this Government 


| is not generous to all because it has relieved 


the bad and also relieved the good. Let us 
take from them all chance for exciting sympa 
thy among their fellows; for, view it as you 
will, if a citizen who stands well in a particu 
lar locality is overlooked, and one who stands 


| badly is relieved, that community will blau: 


| after violate law. 


Congress and blame the Government and dra 
a comparison, so that asympathy wil! be created 
tur the citizen whose claims have been over 
looked. 

We cannot produce quiet in that way; and 
inasmuch as we have direct work to do to sup- 
press violence, let us be rid of this irritating 
question: let us pass a general relief bill, and 
direct our attention to those who shall here 
We shall find cases enough 
of that kind. Let us see that the laws are 
hereafter enforced, and I believe that with this 
general bill passed we should be stronger, we 
should find tess difficulty in the South in en- 


| forcing the laws, for we take away from them 
| an irritating and vexed question which does 





| 


produce disquiet and dissatisfaction. 

| hope the bill will pass as it came from the 
House of Representatives, substantially. To 
the amendment of the Senator from Indiana, 
however, I have no objection. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, we have 
all heard of the old saying, ‘‘ Let us be jusi 
before we are generous.”’ I[ do not like to be 
against anything that may seem to be gener- 
ous; but I do insist always upon justice ; and 
now that it is proposed that we should be gen- 
erous to those who were engaged in the rebel: 
lion, L insist upon justice to the colored race 
everywhere throughout this land, and in thal 
spirit I shall ask the Senate to adopt as au 
amendment in the form of additional section 
what is already known in this Chamber as ti 
supplementary civil rights bill, which I no 
send to the Chair and ask to have read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Sawyes 
in the chair.) Does the Senator offer it as av 
amendment to the amendment ? 

Mr. SUMNER. No; | offer it to come in 
at the end of the bill. It is not in order 
strictly until the amendment of the Senator 
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from Indiana shall have been acted upon ; but 
an be read now for information. 
The PRE SIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion at present is on the amendment ot the 
senator from Indiana, [Mr. Morroy. ] 
Mr. SUMNER. I have no objection to that 
ome ndment. 
he PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate 
dy for the question on that amendment ? ? 
ie HILL. Before the vote is taken on 
that proposition I beg to say to the Senate that 
| should regret exe eedingly to see this meas- 
ore, matured with so much care in the House 
ot Rey wresentatives, and now at last brought 
hefore the Senate for consideration, overlaid 
wit amendments which are not germane to its 
provisions, and thereby defeated. I certainiy 
would not insinuate that it is the purpose of 
any Senator on the floor by offering amend- 
ments to defeat this great measure. 
erize it as a great measure because of the 
lief [ have that it is to effect great conse- 
quences. 
hy, sir, gentlemen who do not live in the 
etion of country that is affected materially 
by it cannot possibly know as well as some 
of us do the grievances of hundreds of worthy 
men, who had little or no part in the rebel- 
lion, who were valuable officers before it 
commenced, 
almost a coerced part, though perhaps to be 
denominated voluntary in a strict legal sense, 
are now excluded from participation in the 
public offices of the country. Like other 
Senators here I had no sympathy, and I may 
say no tole ration, for the rebellion itself. 


it ¢ 


I thought it unwise; I thought it unjust; I | 
and I so charac: || 


even thought it was wicked ; 
terized it at the time; and the day has been 
when, if left to my own single volition to say 
whether so liberal an amnesty as is now pro- 
posed should be granted, I should have hesi- 
tated before according it, because the day has 
been—I say it in justice to myself—whei. I 
have felt more bitterly towards those who 


originated the rebellion, and those who eagerly | 


assisted in it, than I do to-day. Time has 
soothed in some degree my own feelings, as it 
has toned down the feelings of others. 
no uncommon thing in my own State for old 
associates in theold Whig party of that State 
to appeal to me to know how it is that I can 
identify myself with a class of politicians who 
exclude from participation in public affairs the 
humble justice of the peace, who before the war 
performed faithfully his little functions in that 
oflice, because circumstances drove him into 
the rebellion, though he believed, as | did, 
that it never ought to have been inaugurated. 

Why, 
we have passed bills for the special relief 
of several thousand persons. We had a bill 
pending during the last Congress for the re- 


lief of some four thousand individuals, many | 
of whose claims to it have been discussed | 


here. Vhat bill lingered for a year or more, 
and lingered because there were Senators on 
this floor who were resolved that no more pri 
vate bills of that character should pass, and 
who intended thereby to force something 
like a general bill and relieve the two Houses 
of Congress of the presence of so disturbing 
asubject. I think the time has arrived for 
such action. The present measure is not as 
liberal, perhaps, as I might desire it to be; 
certainly it is not as liberal as many other 


one that has been well considered, and is well 
devised. I hope that it will not be interfered 
with at this late day by amendments such as 
have been offered. 

In regard to the amendment offered by the 
Senator {rom Indiana, relating, | suppose, as 
is hinted, to the election of “a rather prom- 
inent rebel from the State of North Carolina 
toaseat in this Senate, I would suggest that 
it will be competent for the Senate hereafter 
to judge whether or not at the time of that 
election he was eligible to a seat here, and 
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It is | 


sir, the Senate is aware that already | 


| 


| great pe 


| that attaches to the matter. 


| that will embrace the whole legal question 


I believe he was 
unanimity by his State 
Legislature; but if at the time they knew that 
he was ineligible to a seat here, they con- 
ferred the seat by their election cum onere, 
and it is for the Senate to determine whether 
they will admit him to a seat even after we 
have passed this bill, if they find that he was 
elected with that knowledge on the part of 
the Legislature. 

Sir, shall we mar the beautiful record of this 
ace-offering to the country by making 
a reference to one individual from North Car- 
olina or from any other State? I trust not. 
Let it go on the wings of the wind as a peace 
offering, coming as it does on almost the natal 
day of the Saviour of the world, and let all 


elected almost with 


| the people of the South feel it as an earnest 


I char- | 


but by reason of having taken | 
| ators to look at it from a higher 





\ 





| inthe chair. ) 
gentlemen from the South desire; bat it is || 


on the part of the Senate of the United States 
and of the other branch of Congress of their 
desire to cultivate brotherhood in the future. 

Sir, I may speak ardent!y on this subject, 
but I have been made to feel in my own State 
that for the want of sucha measure I have had 
less support in my principles than I otherwise 
should have had. I will not stoop to argue the 
measure ina party form. I will not look at 
it in that aspect, because it really rises too 
high to be thus regarded. I appeal to Sen- 
point of view 
now, after six years of toil and affliction in this 
country, with the sore remembrances of the 
trials that have distressed us. Sir, yesterday 
marked a period in the annals of time, when my 


own State was once more welcomed into this | 


Hall by full representation, as it had been in the 
other House of Congress. I undertake to say 
that the people of Georgia are rejoicing to-day 
at what was done in this Chamber yesterday, 


; and so handsomely and so quietly performed. 


Give them this measure in addition, and it will 
be worth more to them and to you than the 
most vigilant Ku Klux committee that you 
can send to the State. 

Sir, | had not thought of saying anything on 
this bill. I had hoped that by common con- 
sent it would be promptly passed almost as 
soon as it was taken up. I do trust that no 
great measure about which there is such con- 
trariety of opinion as there is in regard to the 
measure proposed as an amendment by the 
distinguished Senatorfrom Massachusetts | Mr 
ScumNer] will be pressed upon the attention of 
the Senate. [ undertake to say that if it is 
we may bid farewell to this bill for days, nay, 
for weeks, it may be for months to come, and 
perhaps forever. Lor, however well intended, 
the Senator’s proposition will necessarily elicit 
a great deal of debate, and it can be considered 
as well upon its own meritsasto be coupled with 
a measure of amnesty, where he now proposes 
to append it. At the proper time I shall be 
prepared, I trust, to point out to the Senator 
reasons on my own part why I think his meas- 
ure impracticable, even if it be proper ; but 
‘sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof,’ 


and | hope that neither of the amendments, as | 


they come up in order, will be 
Senate. 

Mr. SAWYER. I wish to 
whether it is in order at this 
to strike out all of the bill 
‘removed.’’ in the ninth line? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ramsey 
The Chair is of opinion that that 
motion would not be in order antil the pending 
amendment shall have been disposed of. 

Mr. SUMNER. I seut to the Chair an 
amendment to be read, and supposed ! had 
the floor when the Senator from Georgia com- 
menced a speech; but [ found myself super 
seded. I listened, however, with great pleasure 
to the remarks of the Senator. 

Mr. HiLL. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts will pardon me. I know his uniform 
courtesy. I would not for the world have 


adopted by the 


ask the Chair 
point to move 
after the word 
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had resigned the floor, and that I was entitled 
to seek it. 

Mr. SUMNER, 
complaint, l 
have 

} 


but I make no 
indeed that | 
I should 
bring home to that nearly one 
half of the people of Georgia are now 
excluded from those equal rights which my 
amendment proposes to and yet | 
understand that the Senator disregt ards their 
condition, sets aside their desires, and pro- 


Thad not; 
am very 


glad 
hear d the S 


tor 
Senator 


‘nator, like to 


thea 
Lule 


secure > 


poses to vote down my proposition. The 
Senator assumes that the former rebels are 
the only people of Georgia. Sir, [ see the 


colored race in Georgia. 
enslaved, 
rights, 


I see that race once 
for a long time deprived of all 


and now under existing usage and 


| practices despoiled of rights which the Sen- 


| interrupt him for 


| guished Senator that 


| to those who have white skins. 


ator himself is in the full enjoyment of. 


Mr. HILL. Will the Senator 
a moment? 
Certainly. 
I desire to say to the distin- 
he does me injustice, 
perhaps unwittingly, in saying that I limit my 
vision of the people of Georgia to those who 
have been rebels. I do not limit it, sir, 


allow me to 


Mr. 
Mr. 


SUMNER. 
HILb. 


even 
I do not eon- 


fine it there. ut the Senator will pardon me 


| for saying that if I understand the purport of 





| complain if it be a 


his bill (and [think [ have some recollection 
of it) I never can agree with him in the propo- 
sition thatif there be a hotel for the enter- 
tainment of travelers, and two classes stop at 
it, and there is one dining-room for one class 
and one for another, served alike in ali re- 
spects, with the same accommodations, the 
same attention to the guests, there is anything 
offensive or anything that denies the civil rights 
of one more than the other. Nor do I hold 
that if you have public schools, and you give 
all the advantages of education to one class as 
you do to another, but keep them separate and 
apart. there is any denial of a civil right in that, 
I also contend that even upon the railways 
of the country, if cars of equal comfort, con- 
venience, and security be provided for differ- 
ent classes of persons, no one has a right to 
regulation of the com- 
panies to separate them. J go further, and I 
illustrate it by my own observation and expe- 
rience: in the town in whieh I live the facet 
bears me out that prior to the war the slave 
and his master worshiped in the same ehurch 
and were members of the same congregation ; 
but on the motion of the former slave after the 
close of the war, and with appeals to his white 


| friends to aid him, separate churches have been 





built for the especial accommodation of the 
colored people, and to-day colored ministers 
in those churches serve colored congregations 
to the exclusion of white ministers unless they 
happen to be invited as matter of courtesy, 
which is sometimes done. I take it that this 


| is done because the colored people prefer 
| having it so. 


I have been appeled to mysell, 
and I have yielded to it upon my own prem- 
ises, to give to a colored congregation an acre 
of ground for the erection of achureh. ‘This 
is no uncommon thing with landed proprie tors 
in the State. It is conveyed to trustees in the 
usual manner, and as long as it is occupied 


| for the purpose they propose, for religious 


uses, and by a particular congregation, it is 
theirs. Whenever they cease to occupy it in 
that manner it lapses, and comes back to the 
grantor. 

Now, sir, there is a radical difference be- 


tween the Senator from Massachusetts and 
| myself; it is irreconcilable. I never can see 
this as the Senator sees it, and yet I think | 


can safely hazard one remark by way of com- 
parison with the Senator, whose humanity and 
generosity are so proverbial. I believe that 
the colored people who know me in Georgia 


| would rely, any of them, upon my benevolence 


| and sense of justice as 


committed such a breach of propriety as he || 


suggests: but I really thought the Senator 


il in any portion of this country 


soon as they would 
upon that of the Senator, or of any other man 


{ think 1 have 
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that atanding among them, and I think I do 
disservice in taking the views I do 
rights. 


Mr. President, we have a 


them no 


respecting the 


Mr. SUMNER. 


vindication on this floor of inequality as a prin- 

ciple, as a] olitical rule. , 
Mr. HILL. Onwhichrace, I would inquire, 

does the inequality to which the Senator refers 


oO erate 7? 

Mr. SUMNER. On both. Why, the Sen- 
ator would not allow a white man to go into 
the same car with a colored man. 

Mr. HILL. Not unless he was invited, per- 
haps. [{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. The Senator 
mistakes substitutes for equality. Equality is 
where all are alike. A substitute can never 
take the place of equality. It is impossible ; 
itigabsurd, And still further, I must remind 
the Senater that it is very unjust ; itis terribly 


unjust, Why, sir, we have had in this Cham- 


|| he is excluded from any right on account of 


ber a colored Senator from Mississippi; but | 


according to the rule of the Senator from 
Georgia we should have set him apart by him- 
self; he should not have sat with his brother 
Senators. 
Georgia as favoring such a rule? 

Mr. HILL. No, sir. 

Mr. SUMNER, The Senator does not. 

Mr. HILL. I do not, sir, for this reason: 
it is under the institutions of the country that 
he becomes entitled by law to bis seat here ; 
we have no right to deny it to him. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; and I intend 
to the best of my ability to see that under the 
institutions of his country he is equal every- 
where. ‘The Senator says he is equal here in 
this Chamber. I say he should be equal in rights 


|| of his color is an indignity, an insult, and a 


everywhere ; and why not, [ ask the Senator | 


from Georgia? Why not? Hecomes forward 
now the vindicator of a discarded barbarism, 
of inequality. I wish himte vindicate it. Let 
him assign the reason. 

Mr. HILL. If the Senator will allow me, 
I will say that I think his definition of rights 
differs materially from my own. What he may 
term a right may be the right of any man that 


pleases to come into my parlor and to be my | 


guest. 


Thatis not the right of any colored man || 
i 


upon earth, nor of any white man, unless it is | 


agreeable to me. 
that it is the right of any man, under the in- 


The Senator may contend | 


stitutions of this nation, to intermarry withany | 


caste that he pleases. 


I think that such mat- | 


ters are subject to municipal regulation by the | 
States for their own people; and I think I | 


shall adhere to that opinion, though Iam open 


to the arguments the Senator may offer, if he | 


can convince me to thecontrary. Iam oneof 


those who have believed that when it pleased || 


the Creator of heaven and earth to make dif- 
ferent races of men it 
keep them distinct and separate. think so 
now. Ido not know whether the Senator in- 


was [lis — to | 


tends to include that among the many rights | 


that have been denied to this despised class 
of which he speaks. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, now we see 
where the Senator is. He admits that here in 
this highe t 
there should be, perfect equality before the 
law; but descend from this Chamber into the 
hotel, on the railroad, into the common school, 
and there there is no equality before the law, 
according to the Senator. He does not com- 


council Chamber there is, and | 


plain because all are equal here in this Cham- | 


ber. 
plain because all are equal in the other Cham- 
ber. 
from Georgia, if he will allow me, whether, in 
his judgment, the colored Representatives 


from Georgia and South Carolina in the other | 


Chamber ought not on 
self? I ask that precise question. 

Mr. HILL. I will answer that question in 
this manner: I myself am subject in hotels 
and upon railroads to the regulations pro- 
vided by the hotel proprietors for their guests, 


railroads and at | 
hotels to have the same rights that he has him- | 


I know not whether he does not com- | 


But now I should like to ask the Senator |! 


_the Senator must obey the law, and I insist 


| 
| 


| tions there shall be no exclusion on account 
of color. 
| eminent citizen of Louisiana, Governor Duan, | 


and by the railroad companies for their pas- 


| color; but I think it more likely that it was 


Do I understand the Senator from || 


| that I would deprive them of any right to which 





and maintained by law; and now I simply 


sengers. Iam entitled, and so is the colored 
man, to all the security and comfort that either | 


presents to the most favored guest or passen- || 


ger; but I maintain that proximity toa colored 
man does notincrease my comfort or security, 
nor does proximity to me on his part increase 
his; and therefore it is not a denial of any 
right in either case. 
Mr. SUMNER. 


May I ask the Senator if | 
his color? The Senator says he is sometimes 
excluded from something at hotels or on rail- 
roads. [ask whether there is any exclusion | 
on account of color, that bears on him? 

Mr. HILL. Ianswer the Senator. I have 
been excluded from ladies’ cars on railroads. 
I do not know on what account precisely ; I do 
not know whether it was on account of my 


on account of my sex. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. SUMNER, But the Senator, as I un- 
derstand, insists that it is proper on account 
of color. That is his conclusion. 

Mr. HILL. No; I insist that itis no denial 
of aright, provided all the comfort and security 
be furnished to passengers alike. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator does not seem 
to see that any rule excluding a man on account 


wrong; and he makes himself on this floor the 
representative of indignity, of insult, and of 
wrong to the colored race. Why, sir, his State 
has a large colored population, and he turns 
upon them to deny them their rights. 

Mr. HILL. If the Senator will allow me, 
I will say to him that it will take him and 
others, if there should be any others who so 
believe, a good while to convince the colored 
people of the State of Georgia who know me, 


they are entitled, though it were only techni- 
cal; but in matters of pure taste [ cannot get 
away from the idea that I do them no injustice 
if I separate them on some occasions from the 
other race. I do not say it is because of any 
prejudice; on the contrary, I deny feeling 
prejudice or contempt for any man because 
« is black, for I have seen some colored men | 
for whom I have the highest esteem, the 
greatest regard, and in whom I have the great- 
est confidence. It is not the fault of the race 
that, socially, they are not the equals of the 
white race to-day; nor is it incumbent upon 
every philanthropist to devote every spare 
hour to the elevation of the race. It may 
suit the Senator from Massachusetts to do 
this, but for myself I have other employment. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, the Sen- 
ator makes a mistake which has been made 
for a generation in this Chamber, confounding 
what belongs to society with what belongs to 
rights. Now, there is no question of society 
here. The Senator may choose his associates 
as he pleases. They may be white or black, | 
or between the two. That is simply a social | 
question, and nobody proposes to interfere 
with it. That taste which’the Senator has now 
declared belongs to him he will have free lib- 
erty to exercise always, selecting always his 
associates; but when it comes to rights, there 





that by the law of the land all persons without 
distinction of color shall be equal before the 
law. Show me, therefore, a legal institution, 
anything created or regulated by law, and I 
show you what must be opened equally to all 
without distinction of color. Notoriously, the 
hotel is a legal institution, originally estab- 
lished by the common law, subject to minute 
provisions and regulations; notoriously, pub- 
lic conveyances are in the nature of common | 
varriers subject to a law of their own; noto- 
riously, schools are public institutions created | 


insist that in the enjoyment of those institu- 


Does the Senator forget that a late | 
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who was buried the other day with sixty tho. 


| sand persons in the streets foliowing his funera 


on his way to this capital was treated with j,’ 
dignity in the cars, and excluded from those 


| proper comforts and conveniences which th, 


| 


| 
| 


Senator from Georgia would claim? 

Mr. HILL. I know nothing of the particy. 
lars in Lieutenant Governor Dunn’s eas. 
though I have seen some notice of it and hay, 
heard something before, perhaps in this Cham. 
ber, in relation to it; but I ask the Senator jy 
he himself thinks, whatever it may have been, 


| that the injustice done him was any greater 


because he was a Lieutenant Governor than jf 
he had been the humblest black man in the 
nation? c 

Mr. SUMNER. Not atall. I insist upon 
equal rights for all, for the Lieutenant Goy. 
ernorand the humblest citizen; but I take the 
case of the Lieutenant Governor as makin, 
the injustice still more conspicuous. Sir, you 
buried him with all possible honor, the streets 
thronging with sympathetic spectators, and yet 
you allowed him to travel from New Orleans 
to Washington and be insulted on the way, 
And why? For his color. : 

Mr. HILL. I beg to say to the Senator, if 
that did occur, if he was insulted on account 
of his color or on any other account, I do not 
approve of any insult offered; but I still insist 
that if it only consisted in putting him in a car 
that was designed for colored people, and if 
the car was equal in comfort to a first-class 
peeneneariotrs there was no injustice done 
1im. ‘That is the distinction. 

Now, I would have the Senator to under- 
stand that I am not greatly afflicted or grieved 
that I ride by the side of colored passengers 
in your street cars here in this city. If they 
appear to be decent, quiet people, well clothed, 
it does not disturb me at all; but yet I cannot 
see, if this railroad company should choose to 
have a separate car for colored people, equal 
in comfort to the one that is provided for the 
whites, that it might not do so and still do no 
injustice to the colored population. The Sen- 
ator says it is everything because they are 
denied association. I think their association 
upon railways is worth very little. I do not 
care whether I see anybody at all upon them 
generally if you give me the comtorts of a 
good ride. 

I must confess, sir, that I cannot see the 
magnitude of this subject. I object to this 
great Government descending to the business 
of regulating the hotels and the common tav- 
erns of this country, and the street railroads, 
stage-coaches, and everything of that sort. It 
looks to me to be a petty business for the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, with all defer- 
ence to the Senator, though he regards it as 
ef greater importance than any other subject 
before the country. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I would 
not have my country descend; I would have 
it ascend. I wish it now to rise to the heights 
of the Declaration of Independence. Then 
and there did we pledge ourselves to the great 
truth that all men are equal in rights. And 
now a Senator from Georgia rises on this floor 
and denies it. He denies it by a subtlety. 
While pretending to admit it, he would over- 
throw it. He would adept a substitute ior 
equality. The Senator says that the colored 
people may have in the cars the same conyen- 
iences. Does not the Senator know that Gov- 
ernor Dunn on his way here had not the same 
conveniences, that he was treated with indig- 
nity and put to personal hardship, as he him- 
selt recounted to me on this floor? 

Mr. HILL. No, sir, I do not know that. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; now I tell it to 
the Senator. 

Mr. HilLL. With the permission of the Sen- 
ator, i will ask him if this proposition does not 
involve on the part of this Government an 
inhibition upon railroad companies of first, 
second, and third class cars? 

Mr. SUMNER. Notatall. That is simply 
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yestion of price. It involves only an inhibi- 


“4 inequality founded upon color. 


tion upon an 


| had thought that all those inequalities were | 


i ried under the tree at Appomattox Court- 
Hou se, but the Senator from Georgia digs them 


s 


up and brings them into the Senate Chamber. 


ai» there never can be an end to this dis- | 


weeion until all men are assured in equal 
rights. Vain is it for the Senator to make the 
distinction that he does. 
race; he insults halt the voting population of 
his State; he insults the Declaration of Inde- 


pendence. 


He insults a whole | 


sir, ] would not speak too warmly on this | 
estion, but 1 understand it, and | know where | 
ques 


wrong is done, and I will not see wrong any- 
where within the reach of my influence with- 
out trying to remedy it. What greater wrong 


at this moment is there throughout this Repub- 


ethan the wrong which the Senator from Geor- 


cia now champions? Why, sir, he comes into 
this Chamber, and, with an immense colored 
population at his back, makes himself the rep- 
resentative of a discrimination by which they 


are degraded, and then he sets up the excuse | 


that an equivalent is equality. Sir, that will 
not do. The Senator must reconsider his 
position. 


Mr. HILL. If the Senator will allow me, 


| will state to him that in his diffusive charity | 


perhaps he had better extend some of it to me. 
it is not to be expected by the Senator that I 
should get away in afew brief years from what 


he is disposed to consider the prejudices of a | 


life-time, though I do not so regardthem. He | 


must lift me up, as he would this population 
about which he is so solicitous, to higher and 
nobler views of duty. 
ceeded in convincing the great mass of minds, 
even in the far North and Hast, that these 
views of his are practical or that they are ab- 
solutely necessary. Iam willing to yield one 
thing to the Senator, and that is, that I believe 
they are in harmony with the teachings of his 
life, and I aecord him all sincerity and con- 
sistency upon the subject. 

In addition to these philanthropic views, I 
expect the Senator to go a step further and 


entertain us with some disquisition upon the | 


But he has not yet suc- | 


much-denied rights of the women of this | 


country. I shall expect to hear that next. 
When we get through with this proposition, 
we shall get to the other. Iam prepared to 
hear that. Some are more excited on that 


subject than they are on the one we are now | 


discussing. 
But 1 cannot at this time give up what 
I consider to be the fixed sentiment of the 


country, and in which I insist that no injustice | 


is done to anybody. I think I myself have on 
occasions ridden in cars on railroads with col- 
ored people where I have borne the incon- 
venience that it occasioned with more patience 
than the Senator from Massachusetts would 
have done, who, whatever I may have said on 
the subject of taste, is in general, I think, 
quite as fastidious as I am. I do not know 


that among the guests that he entertains of the | 
colored race, he is visited so often by the hum- | 
I think those who call | 


bleas | myself am. 
upon him are gentlemen of title and of some 
distinetion ; they may be Lieutenant Govern- 
ors, members of the two Houses here, mem- 
bers of State Legislatures, &c. My associa- 
tions have been more with the lower strata of 
the colored people than with the upper. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, there is no 


personal question between the Senator and | 


myself-— 
Mr. HILL. None whatever. 
Mr.SUMNER. He proclaims his relations 


with the colored race. I say nothing about 
mine; I shall leave that to others. But the 
Senator still insists upon his dogma of inequal- 


ity. Senators have heard him again and again 
how he comes around bya vicious circle to the 


same point, that an equivalent is equality. And | 


when I mention the case of Governor Dunn, 
he does not even admit that Governor Dunn 





| 











| 


coming from New Orleans to Washington upon 
the tee service ought to have been treated 
like himself on the cars. On the contrary, I 


understand the Senator to say that he, the | 
Senator from Georgia, should on the ears || 


enjoy a different treatment from that of Gov- | 


ernor Dunn. 
Mr. HILL. No, sir; I have distinctly dis- 
claimed that I ought to be. 


money, he is entitled to as much comfort and 
as much convenience as I am. 


Mr. SUMNER. Now let me ask the Sen- 
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i| : 9 
'| have accorded to the associate commissioners 
|| something to gratify them ; but that ofticer, [ 


| 


When he pays his | 


ator whether in this world the personal respect | 


that one receives is not an element of comfort? 
If a person is treated with indignity, can he 
be comfortable? 

Mr. HILL. I will answer the Senator that 
no one can condemn more strongly than I do 
any indignity visited upon a person merely 
because of color. 

Mr. SUMNER. But when you exclude cer- 
tain persons from the comforts of travel simply 
on account of color do you not offer them an 
indignity? 

Mr. HILL. I say it is the fault of the rail- 
road companies if they do not provide com- 
forts for all their passengers and make them 
equal where they pay equal fare. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. The Senator 
says it is the fault of the railroad company. I 
propose to reach it. I propose to make it im- 


take it, had been instructed by his employers 
to make a distinction between his colored pas- 
sengers and the white passengers. It would 
certainly be very awkward to make distinction 


| between persons of the same race on account 


possible for the railroad company to offer an | 


indignity to a colored man more than to the 
Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. HILL. Right there the Senator and | 
divide upon this question. What the Senator 
calls comfort is to mix up the passengers on a 
railroad, putting one black man and one 
white man side by side, throughout the train, 
I suppose. 1 donotsee, myself, that that would 
be the utmost comfort. It might be to some ; 
I do not know how it might be with the Sena- 
tor himself; but I confess to having a little 
penchant for the white race, and if I were going 
on a long journey, and desired a companion, 
I should prefer to select him from my own 
race. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. The Senator 
comes around then again to his other point of 
taste. It is not according to his taste, and 
therefore he offers an indignity to the colored 
man. 

Mr. HILL. No, sir. 

Mr. SUMNER. It is not according to his 
taste; that is all. Now, how often shall I say 
that this is no question of taste; it isno ques- 
tion of society ; itisa stern, austere, hard ques- 
tionof rights. And thatis the way that I present 
the question to the Senate. ‘There is no taste 
about it; there is no society about it; it is 
simply a question of equal rights. 

Now, lam going to ask the Senator another 
question. He remembers that there was a 


famous commission sent down to St. Domingo | 


to obtain all sorts of information with regard | 


to that beautiful island ; that on that commis- || have whom I please as my friend, as my ac- 


sion, and one of the most eminent, certainly 
not inferior toany member of the commission, 
was Frederick Douglass. Does the Senator 
know that when that commission was within 
sight of Washington, within sight of the Pres- 


| be arraigned ? 


| rail-ear. 


of rank and intelligence. Hence the question 
| asked the Senator some time ago, when he 
cited the case of Lieutenant Governor Dunn: 
whether the humblest colored man should not 
have received equal treatment trom white peo- 
ple with that Lieutenant Governor? Upon the 
same principle the Senator would complain, if 
some dirty, ordinary black man had proposed 
totake a seat at that table with the other guests, 
if he was not permitted to do it as Mr. Doug- 
lass was, if Mr. Douglass had been permitted 
on account of his having this commission in his 
pocket, and on account of bis high aud acknowl- 
edged intelligence and of his associations. The 
regulation, | suppose, left the officer no dis- 
cretion. If the company have a right under 
existing laws to prescribe rules for their boats, 
and that is no infringement of the Constitution 
of the country or of any existing law, am | to 
If I do not condemn them for 
not inaugurating a system of broad equality 
among their passengers, such as the Senator 
desires, am I therefore to be blamed for this? 
I stand up here to say that | think they have 
this right. IL do not know who has taken it 
away from them. Certainly if they had it not, 
the Senator would have seen that they were 
compelled to the observance of what he deems 
proper and legal before this day, judging from 
the zeal that he has shown. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well, Mr. President; 
now we have arrived at a new stage in this case. 
The Senator from Georgia again vindicates the 


| exclusion of Frederick Douglass; and on what 


ground does he put it? That it was in pursua- 
ance of a regulation of the steamboat company, 
and the steamboat company had the right to 
make the regulation. ‘That is just where Con- 
gress must interfere; it must annul all such 
regulations; it must make any such wrong 
impossible, whether in a steamboat or on a 
We have the case now opened by 
the Senator from Georgia. He insists that a 
railroad company or a steamboat company may 
make these regulations in defiance of equality. 
I insist that then Congress must interfere to set 
them aside. And here, again, I wish it under- 
stood that there is no question of social life. 
How often have we had that introduced into 
this Chamber! In old days, when slavery was 
arraigned, the constant inquiry of those who 
represented slavery was, ‘‘ Are you willing to 


| associate with the colored persons; will you 


take these slaves, as your equals, into your 
families ?’’ Why, sir, was there ever a more 
illogical inquiry? What has that to do with 
the question? A question of rights cannot be 
encountered by any social question. I may 


quaintance, as my associate, and so may the 


| Senator; but I cannot deny any human being, 


ident’s House, the house of that President || 


that had sent the commission on this errand, 


Frederick Douglass, one of these commission- | 


ers, was excluded from the table on board the 
mail-packet boat where his brother commis- 
sioners were already seated? He was ex- 
cluded on account of his color—he, with the 
commission of the President in his pocket 


|| tion to a successful end, 


returning from service abroad; and I under- | 


stand the Senator from Georgia to rise in his 
seat here and to vindicate that exclusion. 

Mr. HILL. I have heard of that transac- 
tion. All I have to say about it is this: I have 
never been the author of steamboat regula- 
tions ; but if the other commissioners liad pre- 
ferred a request to the captain of the buat that 
Mr. Douglass should be permitted to dine with 


the humblest, any right of equality. He must 
be equal before the law or the promises of 
the Declaration of Independence are not yet 
fulfilled. 

And now, sir, I pledge myself, so long as 
any strength remains in me, to press this ques- 
I will not see the 


colored race of this country treated with 


| indignity on the grounds assigned by the Sen- 


| of human rights is small. 


ator from Georgia. I am their defender. 
The Senator may deride me, and may repre- 
sent me as giving too much time to what he 
calls a very small question. Sir, no question 
Every question by 
which the equal rights of all are affected is 
transcendent. It cannot be magnified. But 
here are the rights of a whole race, not merely 
the rights of an individual, not merely t! 
of two or three or four, but the rights of a 
whole race, recognized as citizens, voting, 


oro. 
w rights 


them, I think the captain of the boat ought to || helping to place the Senator here in this 


act 
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Chamber, and he turns upon them and denies 
them. 

Mr. HILL I beg to say-—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Howe 
in the chair.) Does the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts yield to the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. SUMNER. Yes; I do. 

Mr. HILL. The Senator is not aware of 
one fact, that through the influence of such 
fellows as Bullock and a few carpet-baggers 
every colored member of the Legislature of my 
State, even though some of them had made 
volumtary pledges to me, voted against my 
election to this body. | sent here 
receiving a single vote from that class of men 
in the Legislature. 

Mr. SUMNER. Well, I 
they understood the Senator. [| Laughter. | 

Mr. HILL. That sir; [ would 
not be surprised if they had some distrust. 
| Laughter. | 

Mr. SUMNER. And now, Mr. President, 
that we may understand precisely where we 
are, that the Senate need not be confused by 
the question of taste or the question of society 
which has been presented by the Senator from 
Georgia, I desire to have my amendment read. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President — 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The proposed 
amendment will be reported. 

Mr. HILL. I was going to make the in- 
quiry whether the amendment of the Senator 
from Indiana was not pending. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. 
have my amendment read. 
as additional sections. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. —. Thatall citizens ofthe Unite? States, with- 
out distinction of race, color, or previous condi- 
tion of servitude, are entitled to the equal and impar- 
tial enjoyment of any accommodation, advantage, 


facility, or privilege furnished by common carriers, 
whether on land or water; by inn-keepers; by 


was not 


am afraid that 


may be, 


I wish first to 


licensed owners, managers, or lessees of theaters or || 


other places of public amusement; by trustees, com- 
missioners, superintendents, teachers, or other offi- 
cers of common schools and other public institutions 
of learning, the same being supported or authorized 
by law; by trustees or officers of church organiza- 


It is to come in | 


tions, cemetery associations, and benevolent insti- | 


tutions incorporated by national orState authority; 
and this right shall not bedenied or abridged on any 
pretense of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude. 

Sec. 
provision, or aiding in its violation, or 
thereto, shall for every such offense forfeit and pay 
the sum of $500 to the person aggrieved thereby, to 


. That any person violating the foregoing | 
inciting || : ine ao oe . ; 
|| office, civil or military, under the United States or | 


be recovered in an action on the case with fall costs | 


and such allowance for counsel fees as the court 
shall deem just, and shall also for every such offense 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon con- 
viction 
more than $1,000, and shall be imprisoned not less 
than thirty days nor more than one year; and any 
corporation, association, or individual holding a 
charter or license under national or State authority 
violating the aforesaid provision, shall, upon con- 


thereof shall be fined not less than $500 nor | 
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the selection or summoning of jurors, who shall || 


exclude or fail tosummon any person for the rea- 


son above named, shall, on conviction thereof, be || 
| 
| 
} 


Srec.—. That every law, statute, ordinance, regu- | 


deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be fined not 
less than $1,000 nor more than $5,000. 


7 
j 
} 


lation, or custom, whether national or State, in- | 


consistent with this act, or making any discrimin- 
ations against any person on account of color, by 
the use of the the word ** white,’’ is hereby repealed 
and annulled. 

Src. —. That it shall be the duty of the judges of 
the several courts upon which jurisdiction is hereby 
conferred, to give this act in charge to the grand 
jury of their respective courts at the commence- 
ment of each term thereof. 


Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President 

Mr. BLAIR. 
quiry, whether this amendment is in order. It 
is & measure that requires only a majority vote 
of both Houses. The bill to which it is offered 
as an amendment requires a two-thirds vote. 
That point was held good in the other House, 





| | know. 


| but a moment. 





Mr. 
Chair. 

Mr. SUMNER. I believe I have the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Massachusetts yield to the Sen- 
ator from Maine? 

Mr. SUMNER. 
pose. 


Mr. RAMSEY. 


HAMLIN and others addressed the 


I do for a temporary pur- 


Will not the Senator from 


| Maine yield to me? 


Mr. HAMLIN. I will detain the Senate 


I have risen for the purpose 
of inviting the attention of the Senate to the 
question that is before it; and | wish on that 
point to make a suggestion to the Senator from 
Indiana. The practical question before the 
Senate, as I understand it, is the amendment 
which he has offered. That amendment pro- 
vides that the law shall not be so constraed as 
to remove the disabilities of persons elected 
Senators at a period subsequent to the passage 
of this act. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, that is not it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Well, let it be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pending 


|} amendment will be read. 


The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


And provided further, That this act shall not be 
Construed to relate back to or validate the election 
or appointment of any person to the position of 
Senator or Representative in Congress, or to any 


under any State, which person at the date of such 
election or appointment——- 


I rise to a parliamentary in- | 


| 


Mr. HAMLIN. Pausethere. The first part | 


of that amendment applies to officers elected 
to positions under this Government, the second 
clause to minor offices in the States. Now, I 
submit to the Senator from Indiana that there 


|| may be minor offices in the States to which 
this prohibition, perhaps, ought not to apply, | 


viction thereof, forfeit such charter or license; and | 


any person assuming to use or continuing to act 


under such charter or license thus forfeited, or aid- || 
ing in the same, or inciting thereto, shall, upon con- | 


viction thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and shall be fined not less than $1,000 nor more than 


$5,000, and shall be imprisoned not less than three | 
nor more than seven years; and both. the corporate |} 


and joint property of such corporation or associa- 
tion, and the private property of the several indi- 
viduals composing the same, shall be held liable for 
the forfeitures, fines, and penalties incurred by any 
violation of the —— section of this act. 

Seo. —. That the same jurisdiction and powers are 
hereby conferred, and the same duties enjoined upon, 
the courts and officers of the United States, in the 
execution of this act, as are conferred and enjoined 
upon such courts and officers in sections three, four, 
five, seven, and ten of an act entitled ‘‘An act to 
protect all persons in the United States in their civil 
rights, and to furnish the means of their vindica- 
tion,”’ passed April 9, 1866, and these sections are 


hereby madea part of this act; and any of theafore- | 


said officers failing to institute and prosecute such | 
proceedings herein required shall for every such | 
offense forfeit and pay the sum of $500 to the person | 


egxrieved thereby, to be recovered by an action on 
the ease, with full costs andsuch allowance forcoun- 
sel foes as the court shall deem just, and shall on 
conviction thereof be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and be fined not iess than $1,000 nor more 
than $5,000. 

Sec. —. That no person shall be disqualified for 
service as juror in any court, national or State, by 
reason of race, color, or previous condition of servi- 
tude: Provided, That such person possesses all other 
qualificaiions which are by law prescribed; and any 


and [ suggest to him that it would be wiser to 
confine it to members of Congress. 
the suggestion for his consideration. 
Mr. BLA IR. 
to the Chair been overruled? 
point of order is pending. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Howe.) 


I make | 


Has the point which I made | 


I think that | 


The present occupant of the Chair is advised | 


that the amendment sent up by the Senator 
from Massachusetts is merely suggested. It is 
not in order now, there being a previous amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Indiana. 


Whether the amendment proposed to be offered | 


| by the Senator from Massachusetts be or be 
/ not in order will be a question to be decided 


by the Chair when it is moved. 

Mr. MORTON. Me. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Massachusetts yield to the Sen- 


|| ator from Indiana? 


Mr. SUMNER. 
Mr. MORTON. 


Oh, yes. 


Upon conference with 
| 


| several Senators, I am willing to modify my 


amendment so as to make it stop where it con- 
cludes with a reference to officers of the Uni- 


| ted States, so as not to include persons elected 


officer or other persons {charged with any duty in |/ 


The 


or appointed to office under any State. 
Secretary will read it as modified. 


| ment, as modified, will be read. 








The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend. 


The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


And provided further, That this act shall not he 


| construed to relate back to or validate theelectign ,. 


appointment of any person to the position of Sep... 
or Representative in Congress, or to any office. o 
or military, under the United States, “i 
Mr. MORTON. I am willing to let 4, 
amendment stop there. , rs 
Mr. SUMNER. = Mr. President, Lam stryo, 
in this discussion, so far as it has proceede| 
by the prevailing darkness. When [ ie, 
tioned the case of Frederick Douglass, the Se). 
ator from Georgia seemed to see a little lis. 
light. Hedid not see quite so much whey | 
mentioned the case of Governor Dunn. | 


still he did see a little; and now I am edine 
little further in the same direction. The first 
letter I received on coming to Washington to 
attend this session was from a colored pergon 
of Pennsylvania. The letter is dated at Green. 
castle, Franklin county, Pennsylvania, Novem. 
ber 25, 1871, and I will read a brief passage 


| from it: 


“*Tam constrained as a colored man to bring to 
your notice a few of the acts of injustice put upon 
the colored people, and to ask if there is or cannot 
be a law to reach such cases. First, at hotels and 
places of public resort; at most places colored mey 
are not entertained at a hotel even though upright 
in all their acts in life. The churches and pubjic 
schools are another place where colored men are 
insulted and their manhood trampled upon.” 

I call the especial attention of the Senator 
from Georgia to this declaration from an hum. 
blecolored person. The Senator favors lium. 
ble colored persons; he associates with them, 
Now, here is the testimony of one that at 
churches and public schools ‘‘ colored men ar 
insulted and their manhood trampled upon.” 
How is it? By the very things which the Sen- 
ater vindicates. The letter proceeds: 

** Now, sir, allow me to ask you if the law has not 
the same power over a public house or a public 
institution of learning that it has over a railroad 
company? And if such be the case, allow me to ask 
you to bring the weight of your voice and pen’’— 

Unhappily it is very little; I wish it were 
more— 


“in favor of such a needed reform. In our public 
schools is the place to commence to break down 
caste.”’ 


‘*Caste!’’? I understand the Senator from 
Georgia to vindicate caste. He proposes to 
maintain it at hotels and in cars. ‘Caste!’ 
an unchristian, irreligious discrimination, not 
to be vindicated by any logic, by any reason, 
and least of all is it to have the foundation 


| of law! 


Mr. HILL. Mr. President—— 

Mr. SUMNER. I will go on if the Senator 
will pardon me a moment. I have another 
letter from a very accomplished colored per 
son, the head of the Institute for Colored 
Youth in Philadelphia, who has succeeded to 
that unhappy instractor, Mr. Catto, who was 
recently assassinated—Richard T. Greenough, 
a graduate of Harvard University, where he 
was educated, going through all the years of 
study there. He writes: 


**T have noticed the report in the prominent jour- 
nals that youintend tointroduce at the approaching 
session your bill supplementary to the civil rights 
bill. Some such measure is imperatively needed by 
the colored people of the country ; all measures fill- 
ing short of this are mere stones instead of bread.’ 


The Senator from Georgia offers the colored 
people a stone ; they ask for bread. ; 

Now here is a case of peculiar hardship 
founded on color. It isfrom Shepherdstown, 
West Virginia, dated December 3: 

“T wish to state to you that I am a citizen of this 
place for over fifty years, and have been paying 
taxes according to the law; and my son, Isaac Bous- 
well, has lost his mind, and I have applied to this 
State for admittance and they refused to let him 
have any place in the asylum. As it is impossible 
for me to keep him at my home, he is locked up 1 
jail without any attention. The president of the 


asylum ’’—— 

Mr. BOREMAN. Mr. President 

Mr. SUMNER. Allow me to finish the 
reading of the letter : 


“ The president of the asylum says there is no ac- 
commodation for colored people. Could you inform 
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tie tin his mind for a month, and I can give you 
jo nonials of the best citizens of Shepherdstown, 
joferson county, West Virginia. I hope you will 
. soon as possible. 1 


at can be done in this ease? I have lost my 
= an Iam alone. Myson has been go af- 


sly as 
reThis is signed ‘‘ Mrs. Catharine Bouswell.’’ | 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Do they make a distine- 
{ion in the jails? 

Vir. SUMNER. It does not appear whether 
they make the same distinction in the jails as | 
they do at the asylum. Whether there are 
enarate jails for the colored and the white 
people does not appear ; but the discrimina- 
‘ion is just as reasonable in the one case as in 
i ther. 

Nt, BOREMAN. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Massachusetts yield to the Sen- 
ator from West Virginia? 

Mr. SUMNER. _ Certainly. 

Mr. BOREMAN. I apprehend, sir, that 
this colored person isexcluded from theinsane 
hospital in West Virginia simply because there 
is no roomthere for any more patients whatso- 
ever; not because of his color. I think I am | 
justified in saying that there are scores, | am 
sure at least a score, of insane white persons 
inthe jails in my State because there is no || 
room in the hospital for them. When the 
State was created we were without any place 
whatever to keep insane persons except in the 
jails. We went to work and havedone all we 
could to relieve this unfortunate class of peo- 
ple, and we have not yet sufficient accommo- 
dations for them, though we have two hundred 
persons in the insane hospital which we have 
erected. It is because of this fact that this 
colored person is excluded, I apprehend, and 
not because of his race orcolor. With regard | 
to the jails I can say that there is no distinction, | 
if that is any consolation to the Senator. Col- | 
ored and white men are put in the same jails. | 
We have schoolsin West Virginia for the white 
and for the colored children. So that this 
complaint, I apprehend, is without founda- 
tion so far as the charge of discrimination on | 
account of race or color is concerned. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from West | 
Virginia of course will do me the justice to 
suppose that [ would have no intention of 
bringing any accusation against West Virginia, 
and | know nothing of the facts in this case | 
beyond what appears in the letter. I was in- 
duced to read the letter as an answer to the Sen- 
ator from Georgia. Nothing that has fallen | 
from the Senator from West Virginia is in- | 
consistent with my position. I do not under- 
stand the Senator from West Virginia as assail- 
ing the great principle of equality. He does 
not follow the lead of the Senator from Geor- 
gia; he leaves that Senator alone. May not 
the Senator from Georgia say, as another great || 
Senator before nim said, ‘‘ solitary and alone | 
I put this ball of inequality in motion?’’ That 
is what the Senator from Georgia is doing. 

Now, I have another letter from Oberlin, 
Ohio, from acolored person, and I should like 
to have the attention of the Senator from Geor- 
gia to this letter, for it seems to have been 
written in anticipation of one of his speeches 
to-day. [Laughter. } 

Mr. HILL. Well, sir, I will listen. 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘We do not wish,’’ says 
this writer, ‘‘to force ourselves into American 
society unwelcome. Social equality seems to 
be the bug bear at which American justice is 
frightened and the colored man denied many 


privileges accorded to other American citi- 
zens,’? 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 
white man, 

Mr. SUMNER. My friend here says he 
Writes as well as a white man; the Senator 
from Georgia could hardly write better ; and 
- . a colored man. Think of it! [Laugh- 
er. 
Mr. HOWE. Who is a colored man—the 
Senator from Georgia? 

Mr.SUMNER. No; [laughter ;] the writer |, 


sent 














He writes as well as a 


\| draw that motion fora moment? 


of this letter is a colored man. 
ceeds: 


**What we ask now is simply equal public privi- 
leges, and that the social question be allowed to 
regulate itself without the interference of the law 
of any State. 
framed that the several States of the Union shall 
be prohibited from pussing or enforcing a statute 
which makes invidious discriminations on account 
of color. Wedesire social rights so far as they are 
affected by law.”’ 


That is all. This colored citizen seems to 
have anticipated all that has been said by the 
Senator from Georgia to-day. 


He pro- 


We hope that the bill will be so | 


In a few sen- | 


tences, in a very clear handwriting, he has | 


answered the Senator better than I could do it. 
I should like to be present at a debate between 
Douglas C. Griffin, the writer of this letter, only 
a colored citizen, and the Senator from Georgia. 
I should like to have this colored citizen answer 
what the Senator has said to-day. I know he 
would do it much better than I have been able 
to do it. 

There is another letter that I have received— 


it is the last I shall read—to which I will call | 


the attention of the Senator from Georgia, and 
also of the Senate. This is froma conspicuous 
representative of what is known as the Labor 
party of the country, a white man, but though 
a white man, he does not scorn his colored 


brother; he sympathizes with him, as you | 


will see. He says: 


“Tam certain the Labor party of Massachusetts 
will to a man sustain you in your efforts to establish 
equal rights for all, irrespective of birth-place or 
color, You will recollect we put a colored man on 
our State ticket, and he got the highest vote. ‘Equal 
rights for all’ is the workingmen’s motto. I wish 
we had time to send a memorial to Congressin favor 
of your bill. Tell all you see that the workingmen 
are inits favor.” 

Thank God for that; the workingmen are 
in favor, though the Senator from Georgia is 
against it! So that you have the colored race 
throughout this country, and you have the 
workingmen throughout this country, claiming 
equal rights. 

Now I shall insist upon a vote onthe amend- 
ment which I have introduced. 


from Georgia will have the opportunity of 


| recording his name against it, but I shall insist 


upon recording mine for it. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 
Mr. MORTON. Will the 


Senator with- 
I ask unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to take up the 
resolution in regard to paying Foster Blodgett, 


| to which I presume there will now be no objec 


tion. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. There may be objection 


The Senator | 
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vote at some given hour to-morrow. Is the 
hour fixed at which the recess shall take place? 
[**No.'"] 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think it is useless in 
this stage of the debate to enter on a discussion 
on a matter of that kind. It is necessary that 
we should have an executive session, and I 
insist on the motion. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Iask the Senator from Ver- 
mont to allow me to make a report from a 
committee. The Committee on Pon Offices 
and Post Roads, to whom two House post 
route bills were referred, have instructed me 
to report them back; and members of the 
House are very desirous to have them passed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If there is to be no 
debate, I will not make any objection; but it 
is indispensable that we have an executive 
session. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Several members of the 
other House are very anxious for the passage 
of these bills, and I should like to report them 
and have them put on their passage. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. You cannot tell whether 
they will lead to debate. I think we had 
better have an executive session, and then if 
gentlemen want to open the doors we can do 
so. I make the motion that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 

The motion was not agreed to, there being, 
on a division—ayes 26, noes 28. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Now, sir, the Senate 
having refused to go into executive session, 
and we having had a discussion, as I under- 
stand, on a subject not before the Senate, [ 
hope we shall proceed and dispose of the bill. 
I wish to be informed by the Chair whether I 
am correct in supposing that the amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts is not before 
the Senate. Is that proposition before the 
Senate as an amendment to this bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. — It is not. 
There is anotheramendment before the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then, having wasted the 
most of the day in the discussion of a question 
not before the Senate, | do hope that the Sen- 
ate will now turn its attention to the important 
question we have under consideration and see 


| if we cannot get a vote upon this bill. 


Here is a bill that passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives some eight or nine months ago 
by more than a three-fourths vote, if I recol- 
lect aright; it has lain upon our table during 
one entire session, and now we are in the sec- 
ond session of this Congress, about to take a 


| recess for several weeks, and all sorts of 


to it. Let it go over. 
Mr. MORTON. I think there will be no || 
objection. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I have no doubt, from 
what I have heard, that it will create discussion. 
Mr. MORTON. 
terday is withdrawn. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
I will not stand in the way. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. 
that resolution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I learn now that there is 
objection to it, as I supposed there would be. 
I therefore insist on my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, 

THONY in the chair.) The Senator from Ver- 
mont moves that the Senate do now proceed 
to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. THURMAN. Ifthe Senate is not dis- 
posed to sit out this bill . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Vermont moves that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 

Mr. THURMAN. I know that is not a de- 
batable motion; but I wish to make a sugges- 
tion, by unanimous consent, and that is, that 
if the Senate is not disposed to sit this bill out 
to-night we agree, in view of the fact that the 


I object to 


(Mr. An- 





If there is no objection | 


amendments are being suggested to this bill. 
I confess, Mr. President, that it is not just 
such a bill as I would like to see passed; but 
[ believe that the time has come, according 


|| to the general understanding of the people of 


this country, in the opinion of the President of 


| the United States, in the opinion, as I under- 


The objection made yes- || 


stand, of those Senators representing south- 


| ern States where these disabilities exist, when 


they ought to be removed. We are near the 


| close of the year, and no more acceptable 


Christmas present could be extended to the 


| southern people than the passage of this bill 
| relieving from the disability of the right to hold 


office such persons as the people shall see 


| proper to elect or the President shall think 


proper to appoint, with certain exceptions. 
The bill is not as general as some would de- 
sire it to be; it is perhaps more general than 
others would prefer; but it is a bill that has 
passed the House of Representatives. We all 
profess to believe, especially my friend from 
Massachusetts, in equality among the citizens 
of this country. Now, here is a bill placing 
upon an equality, so far as the right to hold 
office is concerned, those who have been dis- 
qualified by reason of their participation in the 
rebellion. Upon the principles of equality, 


| which he so eloquently advocates, I am sure 


he can hardly refrain from giving it his sup- 
port. Nowl appeal to him not to press his 


recess will commence to-morrow, to take the |) amendment, and to the Senator from Indiana 
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not to press his. If anything at all is to be 
done this vear it must be done npon this bill 
as it cot to us from the House of Represent 
atives (he amendment of the Senator from 


Indiana would probably apply to but very few 


pers in fact, | do not know that it would 
apply to more than one. I ask him if it 1s 
hest to hazard the pas age of this bill at this 
time by insisting upon amendments to it? 
Amendments can be proposed plau ible in 


their character, and amendments that I would 


like to vote for; but | have made up my mind 


that if we are to do anything. if we are to re- 
heve to any general extent the persons who 
are debarred of the right to hold ollice, we 
must take this bill as we have it. If it goes 
over the ho idays, Pa d all Lies¢ amendments 
are to be proposed ¢ nd discussed, we postpone 
th! act of rr I rut th av ar. 
Now, I nape tl it the trie nds of the mea 

ur even those who believe that all political 


disal 


ities should be removed without excep 
tion, and | know there are some such—will 
not hazard the passage of this bill to remove 
disabilities from most of those who are labor- 
ing under them: I mean the disabilities that 


are imp d by the f eenth amendment. 
‘That ts sinply a disability to hold otlice, and 
nothing more. it hus had, as those best qual 
ihed to judge in the South say, a very bad 


L hope we shall 
and together and vote againstall amendments, 
whether they 


eflectfor the fast year or two. 


such as commend them 
ome of us or not: and I appeal to 
the bill to be universal in its 
{ who think it goes 
stand 


may be 
selves to 
those who want 
operation, as well as to those 
rather further than it ought to go, to 
together and stay here to night. I say to you 
the friends of this bill that you en 
age at all if you allow the Sen 
yuro until it has passed. Now, let 


ifice one long session, 


who are 
danger its pas 
nate to adj 
us stay here, let us sacr 
and the whole night, if need be, to the passage 
of a bill which will do more, in my judgment, to 
restore harmony throughout the country and 
bring about a good feeling among the people 
land than any 
which we have had before us. 
There are things which I should like 


c 


to say in ret 


in all cctions of the other 
mensut 


InAnyY 


forbear to say them on the present occasion, 
and I hope the friends of the measure will 
forbear, and if there is to be discussion let it 
be a discussiga on the part of those opposed 
to the measure 
to a vote upon it. 

Mr. ALCORN, Mr. President, I desire to 
offer a very The 
friends of this bill have agreed that they will 
not discuss it; but the discussion has gone so 


> 


few words to the Senate. 


far that [ think I shall be justified in presenting 
to the Senate a single view of this question— 
When- 
ever any amendment is attached to this bill 
my interest in the bill for the time being is 
lost. I feel satisfied that each and every Sen- 
ator knows very well that an amendment will 
be fatal to it in the other [louse at present. 
We have had a recent election in Mississippi. 
It was necessary for the civil service of that 
State that men should come forward and pre- 
sent themselves for office who were laboring 
under disability, The friends of good order, 


a view appertaining to my own State. 


rence to this question; but I will | 


+, and let us, if possible, come 


|| deputy postinasters should be permitted, not | 
to enjoy rights, if you please—for I think there | 


the friends, if you please, of the Republican | 


party, in some portions of the State advised 
and consented to this. Men who belonged to 
each of the political parties have been elected 


to office in that State who were laboring under || 


disability, and no man knows better than I do 
the necessity for the removal of disabilities by 
this Congress so far as it applies to that State. 
In the constitution of the State of Mississippi 
there ia a provision that if the person elected 


to an office cannot qualify, then he who was | 


the next highest candidate upon the poll-list | 
shall be the officer qualified to discharge the | 


trust. 
Then, sir, I submit to the honorable Sen- 


| past controlled them? 


' 
| 


| ment distrustful of its own power: 


the people of that State will be brought face 
to face with the fact that equality does not 
exist inthe State of Mississippi, but an inequal- 
ity clearly upon its face does there exist, and 
is there maintained by the Congress of the 
United States. I do trust that the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts will not permit 
his zeal to lead him tohazard a measure which 
it is competent for a majority of Congress to 
pass, by attaching it to a bill that it requires 
two thirds of Congress to pass. I could not 
go home to the colored people of the State of 
Mississippi and meet them with a declaration 
that I had sought to discharge my duty here 


faithfully and well to them if I had so voted | 
as to imperil that cause which they hold so | 


dear to themselves by attaching the Senator’s 
proposition to a bill the passage of which re- 


quired two thirds of Congress when it was 
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competent for a mere majority of Congress to || 


pass it. And how can the honorable Senator 


from Massachusetts make good his declarations | 


of friendship to the colored people of this 
nation when he comes here and proposes to 
place their rights in jeopardy, if you please, 
by attaching the measure which is to secure 
them to this two-thirds proposition ? 


Sir, I do not doubt his sincerity, nor wonld | 


IT insinuate that such a doubt should exist ; but 
if he is faithful to his great principle of *‘equality 
before the law,’’ | appeal to him on the part 
of the people of the State of Mississippi to 
come forward and yield to us that equality 
which he so loudly deelares should be estab- 
lished throughout the land. The people of my 
State are Republican. J come here indorsed 


| 
| 


by twenty eight thousand Republican majority | 


in the State of Mississippi at the recent election 
in that State. In that State we have equality 
before the law. We have free and full trans- 
portation upon the railroad cars. We have just 
such a Jaw as the colored people of the State 
are content to have. He has no complaint 
from that State. And I say to him that of all 
the Republicans of the State of Mississippi not 
one can be found who is not anxious that Con- 
gress should take action upon the bill now 
before us and that the Senate should be prompt 
io do that which theydeem so necessary to the 
good order of their society. 

Is this mighty nation, this proud Govern- 
? Can it not 
control the people of the South as it has in the 
It seems to me that 
they need have no fear that any great harm to 
the Government will result if those men in 
Mississippi who, in times past, have perchance 
been justices of the peace or constables or 


is a distinction between rights and privileges, 
but it seemed to me that in the discussion to- 
day the two were blended in such a form that 
no one knew where the right went out and the 
privilege came in—but to enjoy the privilege 
of holding office, of discharging a trust that a 
majority of the people have conferred upon 
them. 

lt is in no party sense that I appeal to the 
Senate to pass this bill. lL appeal to them in 
a sense of justice to the people of my State; I 
appeal to them as one here representing Mis- 
sissippi in part, whose disabilities this nation 
had the magnanimity to remove; and I now 
declare in this place that if the removal of my 


| disabilities had depended upon my petition to 





ator from Massachusetts, if this be the case, | 


this Congress, they would have still existed, for I 
would not have petitioned Congress to remove 
them. Subdued, conquered as the South was, 
while she lay bleeding at the feet of the nation, 
while she lies to day prostrate and powerless 
for anything except.simply the restoration of 
her civil society and her civil government, I 
would have left it to the nation to decide what 
should be done with me, and I would have 
asked no higher, no better, no other fate than 


| that which was common to the people among 


whom I lived. 
But the Congress of the United States re- 





December 20, 
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moved my disabilities. I felt grateful fo, ;, 
There are others in the South, equally pene. 
tive with myself, who feel that they should hayo 
some consideration from the Government, ay, 
who, afier you have liberated four thousa, 
men who you may say came forward early i, 
the work of reconstruction to apply for ¢h, 
removal of their disabilities, are entitled , 
some consideration at least. [ am here ;, 
speak it for them; and | am not one who feel, 
that I received my position here because other: 
are excluded from holding it. No, sir; { woy! 
not hold an office in the State or in the nation 
if I believed that I obtained that office by peg. 
son of some constitutional exclusion resting 
upon others. Before there were disabiliyj.c 
before the fourteenth amendment was passed, 
after the first reconstruction, L was chosen ty 
a seat in the Senate of the United States. 
When the Legislature of the State of Missic 
sippi was full of ex-rebels; when the (oy. 
ernor of the State was an ex-major general of 
the confederate States army ; when the speaker 
of the house was an ex-confederate genera|: 


| when the president of the senate was a may 


who had been a gallant colonel in the south. 
ern war; when the State senate and house 
were full of returned soldiers, my name, with. 
out solicitation upon my part, was brought for 
ward, and after a contest of a few days I was 
elected over all my opposers. I then was 
indorsed by that class of our people. 

The gentleman elected with me and myse! 
were rejected here; we were not admitted: 
but of this I did not complain, for I was one 
who had no complaint to utter. I felt that 


Jul 


| the Government of the United States should 


| control the question of reconstruction ; and 


imstead of inviting us to that political banquet, 
[ should have been glad if they had conducted 


| the affair of reconstruction in their own way, 


| forward all the 


holding the South at the same time with a firm 
hand, so that the law should be enforced and 
the rights of citizens protected. But, sir, we 
were invited to come and participate ina 
political struggle, and this necessarily brought 
recollections of the past, 


When we come, as I shall take occasion to d 


| at some future time, to pass in review tl 





whole question of reconstraction, I propose to 
show that all the responsibility of this agitation 
does not rest with the southern people. 

But, sir, 1 have already said more than | 
intended to say when [ rose. I rose simply 
to say that my interest in this bill is lost if any 
amendment be adopted, for I have no doubt 
before my constituents shall again have a 
demand for the operations of this law that 
feeling of sympathy which exists in the human 
heart, that instinct of our nature for justice 
and equality which has done so much to ad: 
vance the cause of the venerable Senator from 
Massachusetts, that feeling which now lives in 
all its strength and in all its fullness in the 
land that I represent, will extend itself through- 
out the North. Yes, Mr. President, before 
the coming presidential election shall have 
passed by, before another year shall have 


| rolled around, the people of this whole nation, 


the millions of this nation, will demand that 
there shall be equality before the law through 
out the whole land. ‘* Our backs to the past, 
our faces to the future,’’ this is the motto that 
we inscribe uponour banner. Under this flag 
we go forward. Give us the removal of our 


| disabilities, and I will go with him who goes 


farthest to demand. of the southern people 
obedience to the law. Down, then, with the 
Ku Klux, and I will go with you in all that 1s 
necessary to enforce that demand. 

I will go with the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, too, in much of what he has said. I have 
given earnest of my faith. Mississippi having 
been doubted once when she came here with 
her Representatives, and they sent home, the 
colored people having been enfranchised and 
taken part in the work of reconstruction, 
was again chosen to this body; and I will say 
to the honorable Senator ‘that many people 1° 
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the South were in favor of the enfranchise- 
ment of the colored on even before it was 
popular in the North. I will say to him more | 
than that, that when the question can be stripped | 
of its irritating and exciting causes there will 

pe found in the South less of the prejudice of 
race and less of the feeling of caste that he 
epeaks of than will be found in some other 
sections of this country. 

In my State all men stand on a footing of 
equality before the law. Inall the public de- 
partments of Mississippi, in the executive man- 
sion, et all the assemblages of public men, I 
have not seen in two years of time the colored 
man excluded from any place. He goes upon 
the cars, he goes to the festive board, if you 
please, upon public occasions ; he goes as a 
man equal before the law. That is public life. 


We have a private life. That is ours. This | 
Congress has nothing to do with that. We | 


have a social status. It is ours; it belongs to | 
ysand not to this Government, as we hold, to | 
regulate. . 

Qnce more, then, I say, if we are to have 
this bill, let it be now. I do not now insist 
upon extending it further than it goes; but I 
state here that at all times and upon all ocea- 
sions Whenever a proposition comes up to re- 
move the disabilities of the people who were 
engaged in the rebellion I cannot do less than 
vote for it, and I will vote for it. ButI would 
yote against a proposition now to make this bill 


| 








the Senator from Pennsylvania for his kind- 


| 





universal, for the reason that I would believe 
that that proposition would defeat this bill. I 
give notice that I wish no one to understand 
my view upon any question that may be pre- 
sented from the manner in which I shall vote 
upon any amendment on this occasion. Iam 
for this bill as it came from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, stripped of all amendments, for 
the reason that it is precisely the measure that 
applies to the case. I will legislate without 
regard to its effect upon any particular person, 
and | should be sorry to see the American 
Senate so shaping its legislation as to convey 
the idea that a single individual merely was 
involved here in a question that addresses 
iiself to the civil order and good of the whole 
South. 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President, I am not will- 
ing to be classed among the opponents of this 
bill because I rise to discuss it. It is because 
I have heretofore been unwilling to support a 
measure of this character that I now say any- 
thing. I have never been able to look at this 
question in the light in which many of the Sen- 
ators who have spoken seem to view it. 

Mr. ALCORN. Will the Senator allow me 
one word? 

Mr. SCOTT. Certainly. 

Mr. ALCORN, I desire to say that I labored 
under embarrassment when I spoke, for in 
truth I did not rise to make a speech; and I 
wish now to state distinctly that which I sup- 
posed I had made plain, but which it seems I 
did not. In the State of Mississippi the elec- 
tion occurred in November. ‘The officers, 
under our constitution, qualify on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in January. 
The Legislature also meets at that time. Sev- 
eral persons who have been elected to the 
Legislature are under disabilities. I have 
upon my table petitions signed by all the offi 
cers of the State of Mississippi, asking that 
their disabilities be removed, and some of 
them we regard as the most influential and 
competent men for the. places. If the bill 
should not pass now, it will be too late for the 
cases that I speak of, and those men will be 
excluded and men less competent, men who 
are not the choice of the people, men who 
are obnoxious to the people, will occupy the. 
places, and the persons elected will go back 
with a brand upon their brow tat the Gov- 
ernment has discriminated against them. Sach 
&man goes back with,the sympathies of the 

people and with no feeling that there has been 





ness. 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President—— 

Mr. POMEROY. Will the Senator yield 
for a motion to proceed to the consideration 
of executive business? 


Mr. SCOTT. Not now. Ihave not been 


able to view this measure in the light in | 


| which some other Senators have spoken of it, 
| as one of justice to the people of the South. | 





have not been able to view it as one of per- 
sonal feeling, to be decided by the feelings 
which we have entertained either during or 
since the war. Itis simply a question of the 


highest political wisdom, and not of political || 


wisdom in a party sense, but in the broader 


| sense as it affects national and State pros- 


perity. 

Ido not intend, Mr. President, to occupy any 
considerable time in discussing the operation 
of the disqualifications of the fourteenth amend- 
ment; but I have been placed in a position 
where that operation has been forced upon my 


attention, and it is because thit operation has | 


been forced upon my attention that I at this 
time say anything. 


There are two views of the operation of the | 
disqualifications of the fourteenth amendment, | 


and there is but one of them that is likely to 
attract much of our attention in this body or 


in the House of Representatives; and that is, | 


as it bears upon national interests. Men are 
disqualified for holding office in Congress, and 
we direct our attention too much to the effect 
which that exclusion has, and forget that the 
disqualification extends also to State offices, 


and that it has affected to a very large degree | 


the character and the capacity of the local 
State governments. 

Now, sir, looking at it in this Jight as 
a question of political wisdom, and not asa 
question of amnesty, as the chairman of the 
committee himself styled it, the measure seems 
to be looked upon as removing all disquali- 
fications that exist in the Constitution as 
to holding office. That is not the case. I have 
taken the trouble to look at the Constitution, 
and I find that in considering this question of 
political wisdom the framers of the Constitu- 
tion have disqualified many citizens from hold- 
ing oftice, saad there will be many disqualifica- 
tions left after we have removed the disquali- 
fication which have grown out ofthe rebellion. 
For instance, all voters under the age of twenty- 
five years are disqualified from holding office 
in the House of Representatives ; all voters un- 
der thirty years from holding office in this body. 
All naturalized citizens, for nine and seven 
years respectively after they become citizens, 


| are disqualified from holding office in this and 


in the other House; and there is also a dis- 


| qualification which, if I recollect aright, the 


| his recent speeches characterized asa humane || 


| 
| 


Senator from Missouri | Mr. Scuurz] in one of 


or benevolent provision, which excludes all nat- 
uralized citizens from the two highest «ffices 
in the nation. We even go further: officers 


| who have been impeached, found guilty, and 


sentenced, as apart of the punishment, to dis- 
qualification for office, are held to beso highly 


| 
| 
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fourteenth amendment at the time they were 
imposed. 

Sir, what was the condition of things when 
the fourteenth amendment was proposed? The 
very class of men who were disqualified were 
rallying around a President whom the majority 


| of this nation at that time considered was plac- 


ing the national interests in a perilous position ; 
and if that policy had been successful, and 
these men had been permitted to take places 
in Congress, there is none but an overruling 
Providence can tell us what the result to the 
nation would have been. It was wisdom then 
to impose these disqualifications. They have 
existed from the time that constitutional 


|| amendment was adopted down to the present 








disqualified that even the pardoning power | 


| cannot render them eligible to oflice again. 


And so I might go on. Senators and Repre- 
sentatives are disqualified from holding oflice 
in one sense, for they can never become elect 
ors of President and Vice President of the 
United States, although they manage to get 


around that now by becoming members of 


national conventions, which amounts practi: 
cally to the same thing. 

These disqualifications were imposed, not 
as penalties, but because these classes of men 
were considered as unfit depositaries of public 
power in the places from which they were ex- 
cluded. It was political wisdom, as the framers 
of the Constitution believed, to impose these 
disqualifications; and, sir, it was political 


justice on the part of the Government. I thank || wisdom to impose the disqualificatious of the 








hour; and the question comes to us now, is it 
political wisdom to remove them? In con- 
sidering that question, we ought to consider 
it in as grave a light as if we were called upon 
to pass a constitutional amendment removing 
some of the disqualifications to which | have 
adverted. 

In that amendment the right of two thirds 
of Congress to remove disqualifications was 
reserved. If that right had never been exer- 
cised, we should have a different question 
before us from that which we have to-day. 
The question of political wisdom in continuing 


| these disabilities has practically disappeared, 


for I have now before me the last volume of the 
Statutes-at-Large, and L have had the curiosity 
to count the number of persons whose disabili- 
ties have been removed, and | find fifty solid 
columns in the index of names, amounting to 
over two thousand, nearly twenty-five hundred 
persons, whose disabilities have been removed 
by special actof Congress. There are enough 
persons whose disabilities have been removed 
to send members of Congress and Senators 
here for the next twenty-five years from the 
southern States; so that, so far as the ques- 
tion of wisdom is concerned, there have been 
enough of that class qualified to come here to 
represent their States for the next quarter of 
a century, and by that time the generation 


| which has grown up may be composed of worse 
men than they, and the question is practically 


removed. 

But, sir, it reaches to State governments, 
and there is where my attention has been 
seriously directed to it within the last few 
months. There is no concealing the fact that 
in many of the southern States there is very 
bad local self government; and I do not now 
apply it simply to State administrations, but 
to county administrations also. I find that 
there are numbers of men in every county 
there disqualitied, whom the people, if left to 


| themselves, would elect for their county treas- 


urers, their county commissioners, their local 
officers, their trial justices where they are elect- 
ive; and yet under the provisions of this 
amendment they are disqualitied, and the char- 
acter of many of the men who are in those 
offices is alleged as one reason, whether true 


| or untrue, of many of the disorders in the 
| South. 


I believe that in many cases such dis- 


| orders have been committed by men who did 


not care for the characier of those ofhcers; 
but that has been urged as a pretext and as a 
reason. ‘here are many of those men who 
would make good officers, and we can trust it 
to the intelligence and discernment of those 
local communities to make their selection from 
them. I am satisfied that the character of 
many of ihe local admiuistrations in the South 


| can be very much improved by removing these 


disabilities, and so far as its effect upon the 
State administrations is concerned, it will be 
political wisdom for us to do it. 

There is another reason that influences me, 
and a sentence near the close of the remarks* 
of the Senator from Mississippi brought it to 
my mind. What is left of the spirit of slavery 
and the rebellion can now be controlled by 
law; and when I say ‘‘ what is left of the 
spirit of slavery and the rebellion’’ I refer to 
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ion which the Senator from 


the very organizat 


5) denounced when he said, ** Down 

e Ku Klux I mean that that organ- 

n bas embodied in it just what is left of 

and of the rebellion, But, sir, the 
experience of the country sinee the passage 
of the law upon whose details many of us dil- 
{ he been that that organization Can be, 

i@ proper teasures are taken, con- 

lled by the law; for its members have been 


eading guilty to the indictments against 


them, ive Deen found cu ity before the juries, 
and are now suffering the penalty of their 
crimes in the prisons ot Uhe country; so that 
it can no ionger be i when you come to 


bellion animating these 
men, that the law is not strong enough to 
punish what is left of treason. 

Sir, lam glad that we have arrived at that 
point that the national law ha 
power, and that where there 


speak Of the spiritot re 


vindicated its 
have been con- 
United 
verting its consti 


spiracies against the Government of the 
States for the purpose of sub 
tutional provisions, and of depriving its citi 
zens of the rights of hf and property, 


the members of those conspiracies have been 


e libe rly . 


brought before the legal tribunals, and made 
ina legal manner to submit tothe penalty of 
the law. 

We have, then, 


law 18 


arrived at a point where the 
strong enough to cope with what is left 
of slavery and the rebellion; and having 
arrived at that point, | think it 18 political 
wisdom to remove 


these di bilities, and to 


permit the people of the South a full choice 
from all their people of who shall represent 
them in the national and State councils. J 
, at this period to go so far 

* 
as to Suv ihat I would make il 


am willing, aimost 
universal, for 


] have come to the conelusion that the few 


exceptions which are used as a reason for 
withholding it are the few that would make 
the init of rebellion more odious than it now 
is if a] iouid be sucha mistake on the 
part ¢ f the uthern people as to put them in 
a position where they could make that s; pirit 
more conspicuous than the Pee e life. 

Jefferson Davis has been alluded to by the 

ator from Connecticut. While I eoineide 
with tl oe or in the feelings which he ex- 


pressed, and which perhaps all of us would 
feel were it possible that those people could 

Senate, IL think we ean 
ali agree that if they could be guilty of such 
an act, and could stand it, to have him here, 
those who are opposed to him in political prin- 
ciples could stand it better than they could. It 
would not be political wisdom in them to pur- 
sue such a suicidal course. 

Now, sir, | look at this que tion entirely in 
this light. I discard from the consideration of 
. all feelings of resentment toward any man 
South : 
ill personal feelings that may 


r toward any community inthe 
pale y 


| dis- 
y have been 
engendered by the events or the incidents of 
the war, or what has occurred since; and eom- 
‘oadly and as can- 
one of political wisdom, I 
shall vote forthe re moval of these disabilitis 

believing that by d 


to these, nie 
} 


devi tion tot 


ing down to look at it as 


didiy as I can as 


ing so we not only atford 

an opportunity of showin; g their 
ie law, but that we can place our- 
cives upon grounds where wecansayto them, 
‘* Another excuse for the violations of the law 
has been removed, and henceforth we will hold 
you to a more rigid accountability, and every 
attempt at a violation of the law shall only be 
met, and will be met, by ' 
for the } 


more rigid legislation 
irpose of meeting and punishing it; 
obey the law; take the removal of these dis- 
abilities, and let us see how far you will fulfill 
the promises that have been made as to what 
would be the result if these disabiliuies were 
removed,’’ 

Mr. MOR 
more 


PON. Mr. President, it is much 
Important, in my opi nm, to get this 
bill right than it is to make a handsome Christ- 


mas present, as was spoken of by the Senator 
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from Illinois. The amendment that I have 
offered to this bill, as it now stands, prevents 
it {rom relating back so as to make valid the 
elections of persons to Congress who were 
under disabilities when they were elected; to 
prevent persous who knew themselves to be 
disqualified by the fourteenth amendment, who 
were known to be disqualified by the men who 
voted for them, who submitted themselves as 
candidates in defiance of the amendment and 
vere voted for in defiance of the amendment, 
from having their elections made valid by the 
passage of this bill. ‘Thatis the simple amend- 
ment now before the Senate, and | am willing 
that the vote shall be taken upon it. I donot 
care to discuss it. 

| was impressed by the remarks of the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi. He spoke eloquently 
and strongly; but I say to him, that while I 
do not desire to delay the passage of this bill, 
if such be the will of two thirds of the Senate, 
yet | am unwilling that this bill shall pass 
until it shall have been made right, as I think 
it ought to be made. 

Ir. POMEROY. I do not think we can get 
a vote on this bill to-day. I therefore move 
to proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. [** Oh, no.’’ | 

Mr. MOKTON. Let us take a vote on the 
amendment. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
we should have an executive session. 

Mr. LEWIS. And it is very important that 
we should pass this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Kansas moves that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of executive business. 

lhe motion was not agreed to; there being 
on a division—ayes 18, noes 33. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I shall vote 
for this bill; notasa measure of justice to the 
South or of equality among citizens. I vote 
for it as a sate and sound measure of public 
policy, as a thing of charity and mercy, of un- 
merited grace. 
say about justice or equality the better. What- 
ever may have been the wisdom of this pro- 
vision of the Constitution imposing disabiliues, 
neither justice nor equality were violated. 
Lhose disabilities were, indeed, a very—yes,sir, 
very light punishment to inflict by the country 
upon those who sought through the fire and 
blood of civil war to blot the Republic from 
the list of nations. That crime and the motive 
for that crime would never be expiated by the 

simple prohibition tor a few years of the right 
of a few guilty leaders of rebellion to hold 
office. Sir, when we think of justice to the 
actors in that dreadful crime, dungeons open 
their doors and scaffolds rise up before us. Do 
not, sir, place this act of kindness, charity, 
and mercy upon that justice which would have 
doomed these men to a swift and sure punish- 
ment for their sin against man and their crime 
against theircountry. I say this not in hatred 
ot the South or the people of the South. No, 
sir, no. | never hated the South norits people, 


not even when they were drenching the land | 


with blood to keep manacles forever upon 
human limbs. I hate no one, South or North, 
neither man nor woman; but the criminality 
of the rebellion increases every day, and will 
continue to increase as time shall more and 
mote distinctly reveal to the eyes of humanity 
the wickedness of its motives and purposes. 
But the war ended six yearsago. Its wicked 
cause has utterly perished. The nation lives 
in vigor and power. It can afford not to 
execute justice, and to forgive the vanquished. 
It can with safety be magnanimous. It is 
sound policy to be forgiving and generous and 
merciful now. So feeling and so believing, | 
shall vote for this measure. [ am not among 
those who believe that these restrictions have 
had anything to do with the Ku Klux organ- 
izations. ‘lhose organizations grew outot the 
great crime of slavery, that poisoned the very 
bone and marrow of our people. That poison 


It is very important that | 


In passing this bill the lesswe | 





December 20, 


is not quite out of our system yet, hte ‘. 
the North or in the South; but it is wear, 
away. lime, the providence of God, the 
growth of free liberal ideas, and Chris; Mates, 
will wear it out in the end; but it will t:, 
two or three generations s before we see the |, 
of it. 

I shall voie for the bill as it is, but J des 
to say that I do not like its form. [I wish 
second and third classes of exemptions w 

out of the bill,so that the exceptions shoy 
apply only to members of Congress, to me a 
bers of the Cabinet, and to members of tie 
Supreme Court who were here in Washing: 
in the winter of 1861, and who left the apit 
of their country to engage in rebellion, 1 
would be willing to pardon most of them whey. 
ever they asked for it. 1 would vote mo 
cheerfully for relieving the disabilities of many 
of those men if they should ask it. There gy. 
others among them who I think are quite as 
rebellious in this December, 1871, as they were 
in December, 1860. I do not feel that we ong; 
to make any haste to relieve that class of mep, 
| repeat that I wish the second and third 
classes of exceptions were out of this bill, ang 
if any bill shall come up during this session to 


ar 


last 


| relieve men who left the Army and Navy, or 
| who were in the conventions that voted foy 


secession, | shall vote for it soas to have these 
disabilities apply entirely to members of Con- 
gress who went out in 1860 and 1861. 

‘The amendment moved by the Senator from 
Indiana struck me at first as a proper provis- 
ion. There have been men elected in some 
of the States and men who have entered State 
Legislatures in spite of this constitutional pro- 
vision. Knowing what the constitutional pro: 
vision was, they were elected in violation of 
it, and some of them were elected because 
they were known to be hostile to it, and in 
detiance of it. It was a sort of lingering rebel 


spirit. HKvery man who has sat in a State 


| Legislature, or who has accepted an office and 


discharged its duties, although his disabilities 
have not been removed, ought to be classed 
with those members of Congress who went out, 
as a matter of justice, for subsequent conduc 
but it is too late to do it now, and I under 
stand the amendment of the Senator from | 
diana will apply to only one man. | therefore 
propose to vote for the bill as it is. 

Now, a word in regard to the amendment of 
my colleague 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator allow 
me to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN. I only wish to say 
to him, in regard to the amendment of the 
Senator from indiang, that if he will reflect 
upon it he will see that it is of no earthly con- 
sequence in the world, with great respect tor 
that Senator. It does nothing in the world to 
aid General Abbott or to aid General Vance. 
It provides that the passage of this act sha‘ 
not validate any election “of any person who 
was disqualified under the fourteenth amend 
ment. Nobody ever dreamed that the passage 
of the bill could have any such effect. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘That is a very extra- 
ordinary statement, if the Senator will 
don ine. 

Mr. THURMAN. If the Senator will hear 
me through he will see that it is not extraor- 
dinary, if | am not trespassing on tic time 
of the Senator from Massachusetts. it can 
have no possible effect. If that election was 
absolutely void, then we cannot make it good 
by any act that we can pass. That is clear 
enough. If the election of Vance was abs 
lutely void, no act of Congress can give bim 4 
seat on this floor, for that would be to elect 
a Senator, not by the Legislature of am tis 
Carolina, but by the Congress of the Unit 
States. Therefore, if that election is abso- 





lutely void, this bill can have no effect in se 
ting it up and making it valid. 
'| enough. 
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simply voidable, the amendment of the Sen- 
ator {rom Indiana does not affect the question 
one Wi ay or the other. 
Mr. WILSON. A word in regard te the 
amend: bide moved by my colleague. I am 
glad that he has moved it, and that he has 
oht it forward now, for the reason that the 
ol on of the Senate. of Congress, and of 
the country has been called to its provisions. 
| hope that we shall fix an early day for the 
consideration © f that bill. If it is moved as 
an amendment upon this bill, it will evidently 
be put at dist idvant age. We have had ade bate 
upon it; the Senate and the country will now 
see what its provisions are ; and | want the 
Senate to come up to the work of debating it, 
acting upon it, passing it, and incorporating 
it into the laws of the country at an early day. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, [ expect 
to vote for this bill ‘and for such amendments 
to it as meet my judgment. Ido not now 
think of any for which I shall vote, but prob- 
ably amendments will be offered for which I 
will vote. I desire to be considered as in favor 
of this bill. 
out a bill on the first day on whichit has been 
debated, and Ido not think we ought to sit 
out this bill to-night. The debate on it is far 
from being exhausted. I rise, therefore, sim- 
ply to submit a proposition that to-morrow at 
fyur o'clock, or at any other hour that is con- 


hnrou 
Ui 


iit 


venient to Senators, if the debate is not ex- | 


hausted before that time, the general debate 
be considered at an end, and that the ordinary 
debate on amendments only be allowed. This 
is a subject that ev verybody understands very 
well; still, it is a very important one, and 1 
do not think we ought to press the vote to-night. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to ask the 
honor tle Senator from Ohio if he has known 
of a case where, on the first day of debate on 
a bill, anybody insisted upon voting on it the 
next day or sitting it out? 

Mr. SHERMAN, I think go. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. You cannot find any such 
instance 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think I could. 

fhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Ohio asks for general assent to an under- 
standing that debate be closed and voting on 
ame meeenen commence to-morrow at four 


o'e ek. 


. ROBERTSON. 
7 to say two o'clock. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland, and others. 
Fix it at two o’clock. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If we are throngh with 
the debate by two o’clock, we can then pro- 
ceed to vote. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
thing but four o’clock. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I 
will be quite as soon 
exhausted, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. There does not seem 
to be any disposition to debate the bill at 
length. Cannot we fix the time for two 
o'clock? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
two o’clock myself. 

Mr. TRUMBULLI. 
day before the holid: avs 
| Mr. MORTON. 
ionr, 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


eral Senators, 


I suggest to the Sen- 


I will not assent to any- 


think four o’clock 
as the debate will be 


I have no objection to 


To-morrow is the last 


T have inquired of sev- 
who object to as early an hour 


But it bas not been usual to sit | 





to get home this week. I therefore suggest 
three o'clock. Voting on amendments with- 
out debate will not take long, I presume. 
Why not say three o’clock ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will not agree to three 
o'clock. 

Mr. SHERMAN. So farasIT am concerned 
I am ready to vote in ten minutes, but | know 
that four o'clock is as early an hour as can be 
agreed upon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the gen- 
eral assent of the Senate given to the propo- 
sition of the Senator from Ohio, that at four 
o’clock to-morrow general debate shall cease 
on this bill and voting shall commence on the 
amendments? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. With five minutes explan- 
ation by those who offer amendments | will 
agree to it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
utes debate. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. That is, to those who 
offer amendments, but to none others. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Chair 
then understands that that is the general assent 
of the Senate. 

Mr. STEVENSON. I do hope that the 
Senator from Ohio will accept half past two 
o'clock. 

Mr. SHERMAN. But other Senators de- 
cline to agree to that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
ator from Vermont objects to anything sooner 
than four o'clock. 

Mr. STEVENSON. The Senator from Ver- 
mont certainly will agree to it when he hears 


The 


ordinary five-min- 


Sen- 
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proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business. After seven minutes spent in execn- 
tive session the doors were reopened, and the 


Senate (at four o'clock and forty-two minutes 
p. m.) adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 20, 1871. 

The House met at twelveo’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burter, D. D,. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved, 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC BUILDINGS, ETC, 

Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, 
mitted the following resolution ; 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the resolution of the House of 
April, 17, authorizing the Committee on Publie 
Buildings and Grounds to employ a clerk, shall be 
so construed as to pay said clerk during the time 


Congress is in session, but not during the recesses 
between the sessions. 


Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 








sub- 
which was 


by which the resolution was agreed to; and also 


the reason. He is a liberal and courteous | 
gentleman. There are a good many western 


gentlemen who are obliged to leave by three 
o'clock to-morrow in order to get home by 
Christinas. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
objection to that. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. STEVENSON. So I understand ; but 
I know the good feeling of the Senator wiil 


| induce him to agree to my request. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend from Ken- 
tucky will pardon me for saying that I think it 
unjust to force a vote upon this bill until debate 
shall have been exhausted in the ordinary way, 
at least until it appears after the bill is up 
that there is a disposition to procrastinate, and 
I think it very unusual. 
an act of great liberality to agree to four 
o’clock. I should be very glad indeed to oblige 
my friend from Ke ntucky, but I cannot do it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose we can sit it 
out. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly, and I can sit 


| here as long as you can. 


| shall be only five-minutes 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
objection to four o'clock? 

Mr. CONKLING, For what purpose? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That debate 
shall cease at four o'clock, and then that there 
debate on amend- 
The Chair hears no objection, Such 


Is there any 


meuts. 


| is the general assent of the Senate. 


There is no consent to that 


as two 0 ‘clock, stating that they desire to | 


eapress their opinions; but so far as I have 


heard any remark about it, they are willing to 
take four o’clock. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
Ohio will listen to me one moment, I beg to 
suggest that to-morrow is the day on which 
we adjourn for the holidays. Many Senators, 

know, are anxious to leave the city to-mor- 
row evening. If we do not commence to vote 
until four o’clock, and amendments may be 
offered afier that, they will be kept here too 
late to leave to-morrow evening. They desire || 


If the Senator from '| is on the motion of the Senator from 


| 
| 
| 


1} 


| 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
standing, I move 
adjourn. 

Mr. CORBETT. We ought to have an exec- 
uiive session for a few minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Illinois withdraw the motion? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope we shail not adjourn. 
We ought to bave an executive session of five 
minutes. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


the under- 
do now 


That being 
that the Senate 


cht 


The question 
llinois, 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 


The motion was not agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness, 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 


Therefore, I think it | 


I do not make the least , 


| from the 


| sent himself, and take tl 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

Lhe latter motion was agreed to. 

POST ROUTE BILL. 

Mr. KILLINGER. Task unanimous con- 
sent to introduce, and have put upon its pas- 
sage, a bill for the establishment of certain 
post routes, which, I am informed, it is too 
late to have inserted in the general post route 
bill passed yesterday. 

There was no objection, and the bill (H. R. 
No. 777) was introduced, read three times, 
and passed, 

Mr. KILLINGER moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

‘The latter motion was agreed to. 

DELEGATE SWORN IN. 

Mr. MeCORMICK, of Arizona. I present 
the credentials of Mr. Gallegos, the Delegate 
‘Territory of New Mexico, and ask 
that he be sworn in. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands 
there is no contest in this case? 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Arizona. 

The SPEAKER. 


There is not. 
The gentleman will pre- 
1e oath of office. 


Mr. José M. GaLuecos appeared and quali 


fied by taking the oath. 


CIVIL SERVICE REFORM, 

Mr. BEATTY. I rise to make a privileged 
report. 1am instructed by the Committee on 
Printing to offer the following concurrent res- 
olution: 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, (the Senate coneurring.) That there be 
printed twenty-five thousand copies of the Presi- 
dent’s message and accompanying documents relat- 
ing to civil service reform, fourteen thousand for the 


use of the House, seven thousand for the Senate, and 
four thousand for the Executive. 


Mr. BEATTY. 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the resolution was agreed to 

Mr. BEATTY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 


I move the previous ques- 


| moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 


the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


MAIL SERVICE. 
Mr. VAN TRUMP. L[ask unanimous con- 


sent to offer the following preamble and reso- 
lutions: 


Whereas the honorable the Postmaster General, 
in his late annual report of the condition and busi- 
ness of his Department, in endeavoring to account 
for the large excess of the cost over and above the 
receipts of what he denominates © “temporary #er- 
vice,’’ says he acted “‘in strict conformity with the 
opinion of the Attorney General,” under dato of 


| July 22, 1571, in proceeding to make tempurary con- 
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~nio, on route No. 8549, the mode of transportation, | 
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sessment mene aneaiteapenvannraranennseneniassannianaisasnietn arama 


tracts for the transportation of the mails on the 
routes where the service had failed in the hands of 
those whom hedesignates as “straw bidders;” and 
whereas. also. the Postmaster General, in his said 
annual report, further states as follows; ‘It will 

ppear that the cost of temporary service is largely 
inexcess of thecost of like service under the regular 


contracts lieretlore, 
Hie it resolved, That the Postmaster General be, 
ud he is hereby, directed to furnish this House, at 
} earliest convenience afull and complete copy 
aicl inion of the Attorney General. 
Ltesolved further, That the Postmaster General be, 
and heis bereby, also directed to furnish this House 


, statement of what has been the rule and 
neage horetofore of the General Post Office Depart- 


nt with regard to these ‘“‘straw’’ or fraudulent 
ldings for the mail service of the country, and 
capecially what has heretofore been the construc- 
tion put upon the enty-fourth section of the act 
f Congress of July 2, 1836, in awarding contracts 


bidders for the mail service, as between “* straw ” 
bidders and the next lowest responsible bidders for 
- and if there have been any exceptions 
tou the general rule of construction in relation to 
iny general letting of the mails that he state the 
ame apeocitically. 

Resolved aleo, That the Postmaster General be, 
and he is hereby, further directed to report to this 
liouse the names of the several bidders, and the 
ecyveral amounts of their said bids, at the letting of 
mail rontes on the 30th day of September, 1870, 
awarded to ‘straw’ bidders as follows, to wit: three 


in West Virginia: eleven in Virginia; two in 


{hi ime 


Georgia; two ir orida;: seventy-seven in Ala- 
bama; two in Mississippi; eleven in Louisiana; 
forty-two in Texas; and forty-five in Arkansas, and 
‘hat he state when, and to wkom, said routes were 
awarded 


Resolved aleo, That the Postmaster General, in 
explanation of said excess of cost of the “ tempo- 
rary’ overthe “‘regular’’ service, as exbibited in 
the addenda to bis said annual report, be, and he is 
hereby, further directed to report to this House— 

First, the distanee from Bridgeport to Decatur, on 
route No, 6631, the mode of transportation, and the 
number of trips per week of the temporary service 
from July 1, 1871, to January 1, 1872, at the rate of 
$18,000 per annum, as well as the mode and extent 
of service under the reletting of said route at the 
rate of $100 per annum, 

Second, the distance from White River to Vicks- 
burg, on route No, 7505, the mode of transportation, 
and the number of trips per week of said tempprar¥ 
service for the time aforesaid, at the rate of $18,400 
per annum, as well as the mode and extent of ser- 
vice under the reletting of said route at the rate of 
$5.00 per annum, | 

Phird, the distance from Little Rock to Fort Smith, 
on route No, 7524, the mode of transportation, and 
the number of trips per we k of said Lemporary ser- 
vice for the time aforesaid, at the rate of $13,750 per 
annum, as well asthe mode and extent of service 
under the reletting of said route attherate of $3,700 


| 
| 
| 


of service under the reletting of said route at the 
rate of $1,900 per annum. 

Twelfth, the distance from Vicksburg to New Or- 
leans, on route No. 8006, the mode of transportation, 
and the number of trips per week, for the time afore- 
said, of the said temporary service, at the rate of 
$87,500 per annum, as well as the mode and extent 
of service under the reletting of said route at the 
rate of $4,700 per annum. 

Mr. POLAND. That resolution is so long 
that I think it had better lie over for the pres- 


ent. I object to its consideration. 
ELECTION CONTEST——-BOLES VS. EDWARDS. 
Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. I am 


instructed by the Committee of Elections to 
submit @ report, in writing, in the contested- 
election case from the State of Arkansas of 
Boles vs. Edwards. I move that it be laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed, and I give 
notice that I will call it up for action imme- 
diately after the recess. 

The report was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ELECTION OF POSTMASTERS. 


Mr. UPSON, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the select Committee on the Reor- 


ganization of the Civil Service be, and the same is | 


hereby, instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for the election of postmasters 
by the people, and to report by bill or otherwise. 


INDIANS OF MILK RIVER AGENCY. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid | 
before the House a letter from the Secretary | 


of the Interior, in relation to an appropriation 
for the purpose of purchasing supplies for the 
Indians of the Milk river agency ; which was 


’ 


referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 


|| and ordered to be printed. 


PROPERTY OF THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


TheSPEAKER also, by unanimousconsent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Post- 
master General, transmitting to the House an 
inventory of the property of the Post Office 
Department; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 
ordered to be printed. 


per annum, {| 


Fourth, the distance from Fort Gibson to Sherman, 
on route No, 7587, the mode of transportation, and 
the number of trips per week of said temporary ser- 
vice for the time aforesaid, atthe rate of $34,296 per | 
annum, as well as the mode and extent of service | 
under the reletiing of said route at the rate of $2,773 | 
por annum. 

Fifth, the distance from Fort Couche to El Paso, 
on route No, 8539, the mode of transportation, and 
tho number of trips per week of said temporary ser- | 
vice, for the time aforesaid, at the rate of $81,706 per | 
annum, as wellas the mode and extent of service | 
under the reletting of said route at the rate of 
$1,973 per annum, 

Sixth, the distance from Fort Couche to Fort Ar- | 
buckle, on route No, 8540, the mode of transporta- 
tion, and the number of trips per week of the tem- 
porary service, at the rate of $44,225 per annum, as 
well as the mode and extent of service under the 
reletting of said route at the rate of $1,300 per 
annum, 

Seventh, the distance from Sherman to Waco, on | 
route No. 8608, the mode of transportation, and the 
number of trips per week of said temporary service, | 
for the time aforesaid, at the rate of $18,000 per an- 
num, as well as the mode and extent of service 
under tho reletting of said route at the rate of 
$1,950 per annum. 

Kighth, the distance from San Antonio to +Fort 
Couche, on route No. 8538, the mode of transport- 
ation, and the number of trips per week of the tem- 
porary service, for the time aforesaid, at the rate of 
$63,730 per annum, as well as the mode and extent 
of service under the reletting of said route at the | 
rate of $3,700 per annum. 

Ninth, the distance from San Antonio to Waco, on | 


route No, 8536, the mode of transportation, and the |! 


number of trips per week of the temporary service, 
for the time aforesaid, at the rate of $27,000 per 
annum, as well as the mode and extent of service 
under the reletting of said route at the rate of 
$2,700 per annum. 

Tenth, the distance from Columbus to San Anto- 


and the number of trips per week, for the time afore- 
said, of the said temporary service, at the rate of 
$21,000 per annum, as well as the mode and extent 
of service under the reletting of said route at the 
rate of $4,373 per annum. 

Eleventh, the distance from Groesbeck to Waxa- 
hatchie, on route No. 8575, the mode of transporta- 
tion, and the number of trips per week, for the time 
aforesaid, of the said temporary service, at the rate || 
of $14,000 per annum, as well as the modeandextent | 


NAVAJO INDIANS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, transmitting an estimate 


|| for an prereeraes of $185,000 for subsisting 


the Navajo Indians in New Mexico up to the 
30th of June, 1873 ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 
be printed. 

NATIONAL BANKS IN NEW YORK CITY. 


The SPEAKERalso, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in answer toa resolution 
of the House of the 12th instant in relation 
to banks in the city of New York, organized 
under the banking system of the United States, 
concerned or interested in bringing about any 
artificial scarcity of money; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency, and ordered to be printed. 


ASSISTANTS OF DISTRICT ATTORNEYS 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Attor- 
ney General, in compliance with the act of 
April 10, 1869, in relation to the names of all 


the attorneys employed as assistants to the | 


respective district attorneys since the com- 
mencement of the session in December, 1870; 


| which was referred to the Committee on the 


Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
EUGENTIA P. BERTINETTI, 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 


| sent, laid before the House a letter from the 


commission of claims, transmitting an addi- 


tional report upon the claim of Madame | 


Kugenia P. Bertinetti; which was referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 
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| CAPITOL, PRESIDEN?’S HOUSE, ETc. 
|| The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a letter from tho 
| architect of the United States Capitol, in com. 
| pliance with the act of July 15, 1870, tray. 
| mitting an inventory of the property belonging 
|| to the United States in and about the Capit,|° 
| the President’s House, and the Botanical Ga 
_den; which was referred to the Committee 
|| Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered 
to be printed. . 


ELECTION IN TALLADEGA, ALABAMA, 


Mr. McCRARY, by unanimous consent 
|| submitted the following resolution ; which wag 





R- 


} 
i, 
r- 
t 


| ° . 
| read, considered, and referred to the Commi. 
tee of Elections: 

| Pesolved, That the Committee of Elections be and 
| they are hereby, authorized by the House to r; quir 
| and obtain from the officers of the State of Alabama 
| having the custody thereof, duly certified and ay. 
-thenticated records of the lists of registration and 
| poll lists of the county of Talladega, Alabaima, at and 
| for the election for Representative in Congress + 
the election on November §, 1870, and the orizinaj 
ballots cast and voted -at box No. 2 in Talladega 
town, in said county and State, at the same election 
for such Representative. 


PETER J, KNAPP. 
| Mr. McCRARY. 





I ask unanimous consent 

to introduce a bill for reference. 

| The SPEAKER. Is there any exigency for 
the introduction of the bill at this time? 

Mr. McCRARY. I desire to have it consid 
ered during the recess. 

The bill (H. R. No. 778) for the relief of 
Peter J. Knapp was received, read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Comuiitiee 
on Military Affairs. 

USE OF LAW LIBRARY. 
| Mr. CHIPMAN. I ask unanimous consent 


to introduce a concurrent resolution granting 
the use of the law library of Congress in cer- 
tain cases, for reference to the Committee on 
the Library, so that, if possible, they may act 
upon it before the recess. 

No objection being made, the concurrent 
resolution was received, and referred to the 
Committee on the Library. 
| CHIPPEWAS OF LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri, by unani- 
| mous consent, submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and adopted: 


Resolred, That the Secretary of the Interior be 
requested to communicate to this House the follow- 
ing information in relation to the issuance of scrip 
to the half-breeds or mixed bloods belonging to the 
Chippewas of Lake Superior, under the seventh 
clause of the second article of the treaty of Septem- 
ber 30, 1854, with the Chippewa Indians of Lake 
Superior and the Mississippi: 

First, the number of pieces of scrip of eighty acres 
each, and the names of the parties to whom issued; 

Second, the number of names of applicants to 
whom no scrip has been issued, whose applications 
are now on file; 

Third, the population of the Chippewas of Lake 

Superior, and where located at the date ofsaid treaty; 

Fourth, a copy of said scrip, the manner of exe- 
|| cuting the same, whether by the parties to whom 
| it was issued or by others; whether located upon 
lands ceded by said tribe, and the decisions of the 
Department ofthe Interior in relation to the issuance 
and location of said scrip, a copy of all reports to 
the Indian officer or the Department of the Lnterior 
| 
| 
| 
' 











| of persons authorized to investigate any matter 
| relating to the application for serip by said half- 
| breeds or mixed bloods, where said half-breeds or 
| mixed bloods resided at the date of their said appli- 
| cations, and whether parties other than those enti- 
tled tothe benefits of said treaty have received scrip ; 





D : 
Fifth, the number of acres of land for which said 
| scrip has been issued. 


| 
| EXECUTION OF STUDENTS IN CUBA. 
| Mr. W. R. ROBERTS. I ask unanimous 


consent to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives of 
the United States of America view with extreme 
regret the wanton murder by Spanish authorities 10 
Cuba of the eight students on the 28th of Novem- 
ber, 1871. 

Mr. BANKS. That resolution should go to 
| the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. W. R. ROBERTS. I ask to have the 

resolution considered at this time. , 

TheSPEAKER,. That requires unanimous 


consent. 


Mr 
Th 
Cc ille 
Hous 
R. N 
Mass 


appo 
ot th 
ion ¢ 
Unit 
CaM 

M 
be s§ 
mor 
{ les 
und 
ing | 
of tl 
Vol 


] 
\ 


of t 
mo! 
pro 
sha 
ing 
the 
by | 
pro 
the 
the 
sul 
ins' 
iz 
thi 
] 
gel 
the 
is 
CO! 


he 





con- 
m the 


COm- 
trans- 
Nging 

5 
Pitol, 
| Gar. 
C@ oO; 


dered 


sent, 
nh w is 
NMIt- 


e, and 
equirs 
} 

Hama, 
a au 
Nn and 
at and 
@S8 at 
inal 
adega 
CClion 





nsent, 
ey for 
nsid- 


pf of 
t and 
iiltee 


Pe On 
Y¥ act 


Trent 
) the 


nNani- 
solu- 
ted: 


or be 
llow- 
scrip 
othe 
yenth 
ytem- 
Lake 


ficres 
ued; 
ts to 


tions 


Lake 
eaty; 
exe- 
rhom 
upon 
f the 
lance 
rts to 
erior 
atter 
half- 
ds or 
ppli- 
enti- 
crip; 


said 


nous 
% 

s of 
reme 
es in 
yel- 


r0 to 
the 


10us 





1871. 


Mr. BANKS. 
ejderation. 
~ vr. W. R. ROBERTS. Then I will ask 
that the resolution be referred to the Com- 
ittee 00 Foreign Affairs. 
[he resolution was referred accordingly. 
WILLIAM B. LILLY. 


Mr. MORPHIS, by unanimous consent, 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 779) granting a 
side to William B. Lilly, late a captain in 
‘ie Mexican war; which was read a first and 
-oeond time, and referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 
ADJOURNMENT. 


I object to its present con- 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


o ames 


| should have made a report, if a report was ] 


necessary, in regard tothe proper measures to | 


| be adopted ; and had I been a member of that | 


Mr. HOLMAN. I eall forthe regular order, | 


and move that the House adjourn. 
On the motion there were—ayes 53, noes 74. 
Mr. HOLMAN called for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Houtman and 
Mr. Hoar were appointed. 
~ The House divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes forty-two, noes not counted. 
So the motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 
WAGES AND HOURS OF LABOR. 


Mr. HOAR. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being 
called for, the morning hour begins, and the 
House resumes consideration of the bill (H. 
kt. No. 874) reported by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] to provide for the 
appointment of a commission on the subject 
of the wages and hours of labor and the divis- 
ion of profits between labor and capital in the 
United States. The gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
CaMPBELL] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, it would 
be stupid arrogance for me to undertake this 
morning to throw auy new light upon the great 
questions which underlie the proposition now 
under consideration. The system of regulat- 
ing capital and labor has attracted the attention 
of the greatest statesmen that have ever lived. 
Volumes have been written upon it. I shall 
not on this oceasion embark in a discussion 
of these great principles. ‘They will come up 
more legitimately and properly as the session 
What I have to say, therefore, 
shall be chiefly of a practical character, hav- 
ingreference to the two propositions now before 
the House—the one which has been reported 
hy the Committee on Education and Labor, 
proposing a commission to be appointed by 
the President of the United States; the other 
the motion which I have submitted, that the 
subject be recommitted to that committee with 
instructions to report a provision for the organ- 
ization of a joint committee on the part of 
this House and the Senate. 





progresses. 


It was very well remarked yesterday by the | 


gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Farnsworrta | 


| tinate and delay that necessary action. 


| sion shall have made a report? 


| dent of the United States; and we have every 


that we have too many commissions; that there | 


is too great a disposiiion shown to refer to 
commissions every matter which we are sent 
here by the people to legislate upon. Now, 


it will be borne in mind that less than a year || 


ago the question of annexing San Domingo 
was before Congress and before the country. 


A commission was appointed by the President || 
of the United States to repair to that island and || 


bring us information. 


in regard to the dangers that beset that com- 
mission when it was supposed that possibly the 


lennessee had gone under in a storm, and that 


all on board had been lost. After the mount- 
ain labored, after this commission came back 


and made their report, the result was that | 


the President of the United States formally 
withdrew the proposition; and we are to-day 
no more informed, perhaps, in regard to the 
true state of affairs on that island than we 
were before that commission went out. 

_ Mr. Speaker, these great questions affect- 
ing capital and labor are those which the peo- 
ple have sent us, their Representatives, here 
to grapple with, and to provide the necessary 
legislation. The Committee on Education and 


Every one will recollect | 
how nervous, for a long time, were the people | 


| getic action to relieve the masses of the labor 


i] 
it 


| from the Republican side of the House, but 
| from the Demoeratic side also. 


committee | should have regarded it as almost | 
an indignity to the committee had such a prop- 
osition emanated from any other committee 
of the House. 

By our system of legislation, Mr. Speaker, 
the labors devolving upon the House of Repre- 
sentatives are distributed among the various | 
committees, and the subject-matters of this 


| proposition—the questions that would neces- 


sarily be investigated by this commission if it 
were organized—are already distributed prop- 
erly among the committees of this House. You 
have your Committee of Ways and Means; you | 
have your Committee on Commerce; you have 
your Committee on Appropriations, and vari- 
ous other committees, to whom legitimately 
belong the subjects that are proposed to be 
investigated by this commission 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if there is such a state 
of discontent among the people—among that 
class known as capitalists, or the class known 
as workingmen—as to require prompt action 
in the form of legislation, it seems to me the 
proposition coming from the Committee on 
Education and Labor is calculated to procras 
Sup- 
pose we pass the bill as it has come from the | 
committee, is it to be supposed that your Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, to whom are re- 
ferred all matters in regard to taxation, rev- 
enue, the tariff, and other great subjects in | 
which the workingmen are interested, are to 
suspend their operations until this commis- 


‘ 


But what sort of commission will you have? 
It isto be acommission appointed by the Presi- 


reason to believe from past experience that the 
commission will be of a purely partisan char- 
acter—selected exclusively from the friends | 
of the Administration. Who they will be God 
only knows! This House has no information. 
Perhaps we might have Mr. Borie at the head 
of it, and Mr. Tom Murphy at the tail; the 
two saudwiching, perhaps, some gentleman 
from Massachusetts, from Yale or Harvard, to 


| go abroad for the benefit of science, and report, 
| as they did in the San Domingo commission, || 


Brg : : 
on the characteristics of the vermin, bugs, | 
lizards, &c., to be found during the wander- | 
ings of the commission. | 

Now, sir, the proposition which I have sub- | 


mitted, itseems to me, gives that character for | 


dignity to the commission that this subject 
entitles it to. If the subject goes back to the 
committee under instruction, it will then pro- | 
vide for five members, not to be selected by 

the President of the United States, but by the 
Speaker of this House, who it is supposed, from | 
his past course, will not lend himself to any | 
political party or any political interests, but | 
will appoint Representatives as well of capi- 

tal as of labor—lepresentatives not merely 


It will be a 
far more dignified commission than that pro- 
posed by the original bill, because it will be | 
composed of men representing the various sec- | 
tions of the country, and representing in joint | 
committee both Houses of Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not propose to go minute- 
ly into the discussion of the matters of com- 
plaint in reference to our tariff and our system 
of internal taxation. The mutterings that come 
up to us from the laboring classes are begin- 
ning to be audible. There is, perhaps, a storm 
brewing. The cloud has made its appearance 
in the horizon, not now perhaps larger than 
a man’s hand, but it will increase and increase | 
until the whole heavens will become blackened 
with it, from which, perhaps, disastrous con- 
sequences may result unless the Congress of 
the United States shall take prompt and ener- 


| 
| 
| 


abor was, perhaps, the very committee that \l taxation which now bears on them. 
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I do not propose, Mr. Speaker, to enter at all 
now into the details of the provisions of your 
tariff, nor the provisions of your system of in- 
ternal revenue taxation. I prefer not at this 
stage of the session to give a mere party direc 
tion to the discussions on this subject, and | 
regret it has been done on this occasion. Gen- 


| tlemen on the other side have told us, the 


gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Farnswortu | 
yesterday stated that the Republican party has 
by its legislation shown itself to be the true 
friend of the workingmen. Now, sir, I say it 
in no vindictive spirit, ‘‘more in sorrow than 
in anger,’’ because | cherish very fond recol- 
lections of it, having been myself identified 
with that Republican party in its purer and 
better days, and shall be prepared to maintain 
the declaration when these questions are more 
legitimately before us for discussion, that no 
party has ever existed whose legislation has 
been characterized by more of oppression and 
wrong to the great laboring and producing 
classes of the country than the Republican 
party for the last ten years. Go back, if you 
please, and take a mere hasty retrospective 
glance at what has been done. Little more 
than ten years ago the rebellion broke out. 
And who, I ask, was it that fought down that 
rebellion? The great laboring and producing 
classes of society. 


When Mr. Lincoln issued his first procla- 
I 


| mation for seventy-five thousand men the 


mechanic left his workshop, the farmer his 


| plow, the day-laborer his avocat:on, and rallied 


under that flag of beauty and glory which now 
so gracefully adorns your chair, Mr. Speaker, 
and marched forward to battle and death in 
order that the Republic might live. Gentle- 
men may say capital went too. Yes, but when 
capital went it went on horseback with its 
eagles and its stars.on its shoulder, while labor 
went on foot marching through the mud and 
through the storm, standing in the trenches, 


| charging on the line of the enemy, mounting 


his breastworks, and laying down its life at 
the cannon’s mouth. Mr. Speaker, after they 
had thus gone forth under contract in 186] 
that they should have thirteen dollars in gold 
a month for thus fighiing, bleeding, and dying, 
Congress passed two bills in February, 1862. 
They were twins in birth. They came into 
liie hand in hand. The one was the act au- 
thorizing the five-twenty bonds, and the other 
| the legal-tender act. And the soldier who had 
| gone forth under a contractto be paid in gold, 
after he was in the field, when he fought aut 


|| when he bled, was paid off, not in gold, but in 


greenbacks, when it took three dollars, or at 
least two dollars and a half of legal tender to 
purchase for the support of his wife and chil- 
dren at home what, if you had carried out 
your contract, they could have bought for one 
dollar. As to the act authorizing the five- 
twenty bonds, without going into the details of 
what then occurred on this floor, | willsay that, 
on the authority of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means at that time, the 
principal of those bonds was to be paid in 
greenbacks. Now, I say, Mr. Speaker, that 
the Secretary of the Treasury, from the state- 
ment before me, has already paid over and 
above the principal, in currency, the sum of 
$1,536,000 over and above what by the terms 
of the original contract were to have been 
| paid. 

| 1 do not complain, Mr. Speaker, that the 
policy of the Secretary of the Treasury has 
been to advance, so as to reach that standard 
of values recognized by the nations of the 
earth—the specie basis. But what I complain 
of is this, that while the capitalist is receiving 
the face of the obligations which he held, in 
gold or its equivalent, in the form of a pre- 
mium in currency, the laboring classes of the 
community who have received your green 
backs, especially the soldiers of 1861, whe 
were to have received pay in gold, have re 


ing community from the oppressive system of || ceived neither interest nor premium on their 


i greenbacks. In other words, these two classes 


Fe 
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of indebtedness, one issued to the capitalist, 
the other to the laboring man, are not being 
made to travel pari passu until we can reach 
the point where they can all be redeemed in 
the precious metals. This is a most unjast 
discrimination made in favor of the capitalist 
and against the laborer. 

Mr. Speaker, in regard to the tariff, what 
has been done during the last ten years? In 
1860 we had a tariff, that passed in 1857, the 
average duties of which were only fourteen per 
lhe Republican party has since then, 
in some manner or form, attempted to correct 
that tariff, I believe not less than twenty times. 
The last bill which went into effect, that of 
1870, was brought forward as a grand panacea 
that was to cure all the evils of which the work- 


cent. 


ing and producing classes of the community 
complained under an unjust and unequal sys- | 


tem of discrimination. We were told that by 
that act there would bé a reduction of at least 
fifty million dollars a year; and now by the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury we find 
that, instead of reducing the taxation, it has 
been largely increased. 
why you find these mutterings from what are 
known as the working classes. They are the 
effect of your discriminating against labor and 
in favor of capital by this system of tariff. 
Look at the system of internal revenue. It 


These are the reasons | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| pose, then, he would not have us understand 
| that this whole amount is paid by the five coun- 


ties, having admitted that it is paid by the con- 


sumers; he will not say that itis all consumed | 


there. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
immediately by the five counties, but ulti- 
mately by those who consume these various 
articles just precisely as the duties imposed at 
your custom-houses upon foreign goods ulti- 
mately come out of the pockets of the con- 


It is paid directly and | 


| 


sumers; and yet my colleague is perhaps not | 


one of that class who will before the people 
admit that the consumers pay the duties that 
are imposed by the tariff at all. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I do most cer- 


| tainly. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. My colleague may, but 
he knows very well that his colleagues who are 


| for the doctrine of high protection do not ad- 


is unjust to labor, and it is unjust to particu- || 


lar sections, lor the purpose of demonstrat- 
ing the iniquities of that system in a sectional 
point of view, and ag it affects the labor of that 


region that I in part represent, I refer to atable 


showingtherelativeamounts that have been col- | 


lected under the internal revenue system. There 


are five counties in the southwestern corner | 


of the State of Ohio. I have the honor to 
represent a part of them. Those five coun- 
ties paid to the internal revenue in one year 
$8,783,391 46. 


atives on this floor. 1 find by the report of the 


mit that, but claim that the daties come out of 
somebody else than the consumer. I am frank 


| enough to admit that all these taxes in the 


end come out of the consumer. 

But my mind was diverted by this interrup- 
tion from the proposition that I was referring 
to. ‘I'he gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. 
KELLOGG] proposes to repeal the income tax 
immediately upon the heels of the proposition 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Hoar] to get up this commission in behalf of 
the workingmen. Now, when you repeal the 


| income tax, upon what will the taxes that are 


left be levied? They are to be put upon spirits, 
tobacco, maltliquors,andstamps. Hence the 
proposition is nothing more nor less than this: 
that the gentleman of means, the capitalist, 
who bas made profitable investments and is 
making money and receiving an income, is to 
be relieved from any of the burdens of tax- 


|| ation, and the consumers of tobocco and spirits 


They have three Represent- | 


Commissioner that five New England States, | 


States of capital and great wealth, paid only 
the amounts which I shall read: the State of 
Maine, $668,000; New Hampshire, $650,000; 
Vermont, $314,000; Rhode Island, $1,280,000; 

$3! in all $5,252,336 93; 
or $5,250,000 paid into the internal revenue 
by five of the wealthiest States of New Eng 
land; while the five counties in the southwest- 
ern part of Ohio paid in the same year the 
sum of $8,783,000. And yet this is said to be 
a just and equal system of taxation, 

It was but a day or two ago, Mr. Speaker, 
following immediately on the heels of this prop- 
osition to raise this commission by appointment 
of the President of the United States, that a 
gentleman from one of these New England 
States arose and in hot haste desired this 


House to instruct a Committee of Ways and | 


Means to report a bill to repeal the income | 


tax, and to assess all the internal revenue 


taxes upon spirituous liquors, malt liquors, | 


and tobaceo, and stamps. 


Mr. FINKELNBURG. I would like to ask 


the gentleman what is that tax paid upon by | 


the counties in Ohio to which he refers? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The $8,000,000 paid by 
the five counties is principally upon spirits, 
malt liquors, and tobacco; chiefly so. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. Then I would sug- 
gest to the gentleman whether the tax is not 
eventually paid by the large body of consumers 
all over the country who use the whisky and 
tobacco. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I suppose it is, Mr. 
Speaker. I assume the ground, and I hope 
the Republicans will not leave it before the 
discussions on the tariff are over, that all these 


taxes, both under your internal revenue system || 


and your tariff, are paid by the consumers. 
Mr. FINKELNBURG. Yes, sir. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Very well. 


Mr. FINKELNBURG, Well, that disposes 


of the locality argument. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


Will my col- | 


and all who use stamps are to be made to pey 


off the national debt and to support the Gov- || 


ernment. And yet the gentlemen on that side 
claim that they are par excellence the friend 
of the working men, and that the Republican 
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| also upon the tariff, unless there are Serious 
| modifications made in it from any that I gy». 
pose will come from that quarter. So that j 
the gentleman means to intimate that we wi) 
be demoralized on this side of the House j, 
regard to the repeal of the income tax, [ gq, 
that he bad better look after his own party 
They were far from being a unit on the ques. 
| tion of free coal and free salt at the last sec. 
sion of Congress, and he will find that they ar. 
equally far from being a unit on the propos,. 
tions that he is likely to bring forward troy 
the Committee of Ways and Means. He will 
find a large number of revenue reformers jy 
his own rauks, , 
But the proposition is to relieve the capital. 
ist, who has a settled income, and to raise the 
tax from what source? Why from spirits, malt 
liquors, and tobacco; so that the poor laboring 
| man, the mechanic, the day- laborer, the stone. 
mason, or the carpenter, after his ten hours’ 
toil, when he returns to his family, may reflect 
that for every hour that it is necessary to work 
| in order to procure the salt needed for his fim. 
ily he has to work another hour, not for the 
purpose of paying the duties into the Treasury 
| for the discharge of the national debt, but to 
| go directly into the pockets of the capitalists 
| having the salt-works. When he reflects on 
this, and on the other wrongs inflicted upon 
| him by the tariff system, which makes him pay 
| 
| 
| 


1 


a tax upon every article he consumes, from ihe 

very boots on his feet to the hat upon his head; 

when he sits down and desires to refresh him- 
| self with a glass of lager beer—a cheap bever. 
| age for the poor laborer—he has the satisfaction 
'of knowing that the Republican party has 
repealed the income tax of his rich neighbor, 
while he has to pay a tax on his glass of lager 
before he drinks it. ‘Then, when he goes io 
light his pipe and take a little smoke in the 
evening, with his wife and children seated 
around his fireside, he has the satisfaction of 


|| knowing that the Republican party makes him 


| party is the great champion and defender of | 


| 


league allow me to make a suggestion? I sup- || 


their interests. 
Mr. DAWES. The gentleman speaks of the 
Republican party. I would like to inquire of 
him if he represents the Democratic party in 
his opposition to the repeal of the income tax ? 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 


ative organ of any party. Iam here to rep- 
resent my individual views and toact with this 


will use its best efforts to undo the wrongs and 
remove the outrages and oppressions which 
the Republican party have fastened upon the 
producing classes of the country. 

Mr. DAWES. One more question which I 
would like to put for information, and it is 
whether the gentleman can give us any assur- 
ance that he will have the coiperation of the 
Democratic party to maintain the income tax ? 
I should like to know the sentiments of the 
House on that question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, Mr. Speaker, the 
gentleman seems to assume that I am here 
as the organ of the Democratic party, that I 
am intrusted with its secrets, and that I know 
all about its purposes and intentions in the 
future. Now, the gentleman has had oppor- 
tunities about equal to my own in this respect, 
and probably has as much information as I 
have. 

Mr. DAWES. The gentleman does him- 
self great injustice. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would like to Know 
whether all the Republican party are pre- 
pared to stand by the gentleman in his propo- 
sition to repeal the income tax? 

Mr. DAWES. I have made no such prop- 
Osition. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. In my judgment, when 
we come to take the vote the gentleman will 
find that he is counting without his host, and 


The gentleman knows | 
very well when he asks me that question that | 
| I do not present myself here as the represent- || 





| 
j 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
! 
j 
| 


| everything else that he consumes. 


pay more than one hundred per cent. upon the 
| tobacco, and an additional tax for the stamp 
upon the lucifer match with which he lighits 
his pipe. And all these, gentlemen say, are 
measures for the benefit of the workingmen, 

Mr. DAWES. One more inquiry, for | am 
in search of the sentiments of the House on 
| the income tax. Where does the gentieman 
derive his authority for saying that the Repub- 
lican party favors the repeal of the income 
tax? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 


I derive my authority 


|| from the fact that the President of the United 
| Democratic party just so long as I believe it | 


States has not only recommended it in his 
annual message, but has absolutely desired 
individuals who have visited him to vote for 
the repeal of that tax before the holidays ; and 
if you do not recognize that proposition as a 
| Republican tenet, then you have to ignore and 
' repudiate the President, for I take it he is 
| your organ and the great head center of the 
Republican party. 

Now, by your tariff system you tax oppres- 
sively the workingman from his cradle to the 
| grave onerously and unjustly. A boy baby is 
born to-night, the laboring man is blessed with 
an increase of family; the moment it breathes 
the breath of life it begins to pay a tax upon 
the little flannel shirt that is put upon him. 
Then, as he grows upto be a little boy running 





|| around his father’s house, and receives a holi- 


day present at Christmas of his little red-top 
| boots, (and that isan epoch in the life of every 
| little boy,) as he struts about in the snow 
and asks his father to admire his boots, that 
father knows that he has had to pay a heavy 
duty upon them. If, when he arrives at man- 
| hood, he decides to become a mechanic, you 
tax every edged tool that he uses. If he 
| becomes a farmer, belongs to that noble class 
| that is the source of all the wealth of this coun 
| try, then you tax him upon the leather, the 
| iron, the steel that he uses, upon the salt and 
That is all 
Then, as he 





i} 


| done for the benefit of capital. 
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crows in years, and arrives at the ripe good || 
old age of three score and ten, and tottering 
last tumbles into his grave, you im- 
pose & tax upon his estate for the screws that || 
are used in bis coffin. And when his friends 
are gathered around his grave, and they come 
to perform the last act for him in making the 
iittle hillock of brown earth that shall mark 
the resting-place where his mortal remains 
are to repose until the morning of the resur- 
rection, you tax the estate for the Ames’ shovel 
that is used for that purpose. | 

But I have already consumed more time 
than [ intended when [ arose. I did not ex: | 
pect on this occasion to do anything more than 
simply to give the gentlemen on the other side, 
among them the worthy chairman of the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Dawes,] to 
understand what we are driving at. We ex- 
pect from him a just tariff, one that will bear 
equally aud justly upon all classes of the com- 
munity. 

I make no war upon capital. Capital is 
necessary, but it should be made to behave 
itself andto keep within reasonable bounds. I 
make no war upon the laboring classes. On 
the contrary, I expect to stand here as the ad- 
yoeate of just and righteous measures for the 
relief of that class from the oppressions that | 
have been imposed upon them by the Repub- 
lican party. 

Mr. Speaker, gentlemen may as well set | 
their sails for the coming storm. The labor- 
ing men of the country fought down the rebel- 
lion, and you repudiated your just debt to 
those laboring men for that service. You have 
ground down the laboring man and paid him 
off in a depreciated currency, when you agreed | 
to pay him in gold; you have paid him ina | 
currency that drew no interest, while you have 
been paying the capitalists of the country 
double the amount actually due them and gold 
interest upon their investments from the start. | 
During the whole of this time you have, by | 
means of taxation, been oppressing the great | 
laboring and producing classes of society. 


along at 


| it. 





Sir, there was a little procession on last Sun- | 
day in the streets of New York city that meant | 
business. ‘They have not their agents here to 
press their claims upon the consideration of 
the House, as the capitalists have. They are 
coming; the clans are gathering; the reveille 
will be beaten again; and from the mountain 
top the call to the charge will soon be sounded. 
The struggle of 1872 between the interests of 
labor and the oppressive demands of capital 
will be one of the most remarkable ever known 
in the history of this country. Tbe clans are | 
gathering. They will come from the mount- | 
ain-top and from the valley, from the work- 
shop, from the plain, from the far-off frontier, 
from the sea, from the river, from the lakes, 
in one common union against these wrongs 
that have been inflicted upon them. ‘They | 
will come, sir, with no new banner, but under 
the good old ‘‘ stars and stripes,’’ under which | 
they have fought and under which their fathers 
before them fought. They will rally to the 
rescue; and they will have inscribed upon 
their banners, in letters of living light, ‘The 
equality of man before the law’’—that heaven- | 
born principle which, in my judgment, should | 
guide our legislation. They will not come as 
they did in 1861, with cannon and shot and | 

| 





shell, to desolate the land. They will not 
come to make your mountain streams and 
your riversrun red with American blood, shed | 
by American hands. No, no; they will come | 
armed with— 


““A weapon firmer set 


And surer than the bayonet; i 


The ballot that falls as still 


As a snowflake on the frozen sod, || 


Bus executes a freeman’s will 
As lightning does the will of God.” 
Mr. Speaker, in this coming struggle I do 
not know where the Democratic party will 
stand, or how many of the Republican party 


own part, by every instinct of my nature, by 


| every fond memory of poverty-stricken parents 


who cared for me as a child upon the trontier 


| of the West, by all that I have learned in later 


life, | expect to be a private in the ranks of 


| that mighty phalanx that shall come up and 


exact equal justice. 
Mr. Speaker, I have consumed in these dis- 


jointed remarks more time than I intended at 
the outset. 


lieving it to be wrong, although it has been 
decided to be in accordance with the rules and 
usages of the House, I constitute myself into a 
peddler ofthe balance of my time. How much 
have I left? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
used so much time. 
the entire residue of my hour to a gentleman 
who represents a whole State. 
‘*the eyes of all Delaware are upon him,’’ I 
yield to the gentleman from Delaware, [ Mr. 
Biaas. ] 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I acknowledge 
the kindness of the honorable gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Camppe.t] in giving to me thirteen 
minutes of his time. I propose during that 
time to discuss the bill now before the House. 


Thirteen minutes. 
I am very sorry to have 


|| Honesty of purpose and purity of motive ought 


always to characterize any gentleman who has 
a seat in a deliberative body. 
has been under discussion | have been pained 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


As I[ know | 


And now, protesting against the | 
|| whole system of ‘* farming out’’ the floor, be- 


| the toiling millions of this country in ten years 


than the Democratic party did in a period of 
forty-one years. 
Mr. HOAR. Will the gentleman, as he has 


appealed to me personally, allow me to ask 
him a question? 


Mr. BIGGS. Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. Has he not during all that time 
held that it was right to advocate the owning 
of the laboring man by the capitalists? 

Mr. BIGGS. I do not understand the gen- 


(| tlemau’s question. 


I will therefore bequeath | 


Since this bill | 


to see gentlemen endeavoring to give it a | 


party turn or to make political capital out of 


nation, Democratic as well as Republican; 
and when the Republicans undertake to say 
that the Democrats are opposed to the laborers 
of the country, I think they should be reminded 


Sir, we are here as Representatives of the | 


that the history of the nation shows that the | 


Democratic party is the natural protector of 
the laboring people. 

And, sir, permit me to say that the Repub- 
lican party of this country will be held ac- 
countable and responsible for the legislation 
during the last ten years. Who, I ask, gave 
fifty-three million acres of the public domain 
toa wealthy corporation during the last session 
of Congress? Who gave twenty-three thousand 
acres of the public lands to every mile of rail- 
road track from Duluth to Puget sound? The 
Republican party of this House and of this 
nation took from the people fifty three million 
acres of the land which we ought to have held 
in trust for the poor workingmen of our coun- 
try, and gave it to some ten or twelve wealthy 
gentlemen. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I see the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] who intro- 
duced this bill paying attentionto my remarks, 
and [ propose to give him asum to figure out, 
Tell me, sir, the difference between the Gov- 
ernment of the United States building the 
Northern Pacific railroad, and after building 
it making it a present to ten or twelve individ- 


| uals, andthe same Government furnishing the 


same tenor twelve individuals with the means 
to build it, with a surplus of $25,000,000 re- 
maining. That is what the Republican party 


friends of the laboring man ! 
lican party had done more for labor than any 


other’party of the country. My dear sir, with 
all due deference to your distinguished ability 





and statesmanship, | beg most respectfully to 
differ from you; and | here allege that the 
Republican party by their oppressive legislation 
during the last ten years have extracted more 
money from the toiling millions of this coun- 
try than the Democratic party did under the 
| administrations of Van Buren, Polk, Pierce, 
| and Buchanan, and for twenty five years pre 
| vious to that time. In other words, | charge 
| that the Republican party by their unwise 


The honorable gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. | 
| FanNswortu | stated yesterday that the Repub- | 


Mr. HOAR. I ask the gentleman whether, 


| during all that time, he did not advocate the 
| policy of the capitalists owning the working- 





have done, and yet they teil us they are the | 





| the next election. 


men; in other words, holding slaves? 

Mr. BIGGS. Why, Mr. Speaker, so far as 
Iam concerned I have always advocated the 
interest of the laboring men of the country. I 
feel myself identified with the labering men of 
the nation. And the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts perfectly well knows, if he will 
take and read the history of his own State, that 
New England was so vitally interested in the 


| slave trade that the insisted upon carrying on 


the trathe in human flesh until the year 1808. 
He will tind ample room for his benevolence 


| there, where poor factory boys and girls, not 


fifteen years of age, are kept at work in the 
factories until the superintendent has had to 
throw water upon their faces to keep them 
awake. ([Laughter.] Here, sir, is the testi- 
mony of one witness, reported by the Bureau 
of Statistics, from Massachusetts : 


‘Testimony of an Overlooker of Seventeen Years’ 
Experience, Five in this Country and Twelve in Eng- 
land, ina Cotton- Mi/l.—W orked in Eugland under the 
ten-hour law; is familiar with the system of inspec- 
tion in England; has seen an inspector enter dis- 
guised as a laborer; he forbade any one leaving the 
room until after the inspection; found thirty or 
more children working contrary to law, for which 
the owner was fined. Now works eleven hours per 
day, except Saturday; thinks there are many chil- 
dren under fifteen years of age; according to the 
best of my knowledge, I believe there are one hun- 
dred and fifty under that age in the room in which 
Iam employed; one, a girl, measuring four feet five 
inches high, weighing sixty-two pounds; another, 
about the same height, weighing sixty-four and a 
half pounds; think they are about eleven yenrs of 
age. These children are poor, emaciated, andsickly ; 
none of them have attended school during the past 
year. Six yearsago Lran night work trom six forty- 
five p.m. to six a. m., with forty-five minutes for 
meals, eatingintheroom. Thechildren were drowsy 
and sleepy; have known them to fall asleep stand- 
ing up at their work. Some of these children are 
now working in the mill, and appear to be under 
fifteen years of age. Lbave had to sprinkle water 
in their faces to arouse them, after having spoken 
to them till hoarse; this was done gently, without 
any intention of hurting them.” 


Let him go back to his own State of Magsa- 
chusetts, and commence his reform there, and 
not come to the Congress of the United States 
and endeavor to make a little cheapcapital for 
Massachusetts. Why, sir, the gentleman fiom 
Massachusetts knows the late ltepublican con- 
vention which he presided over in that State 
had to combine all the isms of that State in 
order to defeat General BuTLER’s nomination 
for Governor, when General BuTLer was run- 


| ning in the interest of the Workingmen’s party 


in that State. [ Laughter. ] 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I can only account for it 
in this way. Slavery isdead. Massachusetts 
can no more hold up and persecute the southern 
slaveholder. Slavery has been ‘‘ wiped out,”’ 
and Massachusetts, so fond of meddling with 
other people’s business, cannot rest satisfied. 
There is a Workingmen’s party in Massachu- 
setts, and the gentleman fears their power in 
Hence the introduction of 
this bill. He cannot talk any more about the 
negro, and he wants to getupa little sympathy 
with the laboring men of the country. The labor- 
ers of the country understand this. All they 
desire, all they ask, is to be remunerated for 
their toi!, They will cheerfully support a Gov- 
ernment economically administered; andif we 
would give them substantial relief let them have 
their salt, their coal, their sugar and coffee free 
of taxation. If you want to regulate labor and 


will unite in this great movement. [For my |] legislation have extracted more money from |! capital go back to your own State of Massa- 
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chusetts and set us an example there, and not 
excite the whole laboring population through- 
out the country by a bad example, by intro- 
ducivg such a bill as this, which will result in 


no good to any save those who receive the | 


$5,000 annually. 

Sir, it has not been very long since every 
negro in the country imagined he was to grow 
suddenly wealthy. Oh, they were to have forty 
of land and a mule, [laughter,] and 
every negro in the country, sir, was waiting 
for the forty acres and the mule to come. 
| Rhenewed laughter.] And now, by intro- 
ducing such a bill as that, you are endeavoring 
to delude the laboring people of the country. 

Sir, I call upon the leader of the Republican 
party in this House, the chairman of the Com- 
inittee of Ways and Means, to say whether we 
have notalready got commissions enough. We 
have got here some forty committees; and what 
does this bill propose? That there shall be 
three commissionersappointed, And appointed 
by whom? by the President of the United 
States. And who isthe President of the United 
States? 
And I venture to say that you will hardly pass 
this bill until some scores, or perhaps hun- 
dreds of broken-winded Republicans will be 
down at the other end of the avenue beseech- 
ing him to give them the appointment; and 
| have no doubt a majority of them are too 


acres 


proud to beg and too lazy to work, yet over- | 


flowing with loyalty and zealousy to serve their 
country. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, who pays these commis- 
sioners? Domembers of Congress pay them? 
Do Presidents or Cabinet ministers pay them? 
No, sir, the people pay them. And [ stand 
here in my place to-day in advocacy of the 
people's rights, and especially of retrench- 
ment and reform, and an economical adminis- 
tration of the Government. See how your 
clothing is taxed. Begin with your hat; a 
tax is laid even upon your hat-band, and on 
the leather inside your hat. Your coat, your 
pants, your boots, the very nails in your boots 
are taxed. And for what purpose taxed? 
lor the purpose of raising four hundred 
million dollars of annual revenue from the 
hard labor and industry of the nation. And 
yet, with the appointment in the hands of the 
President directly and indirectly of forty-two 
thousand officers in this Government, you 
want to make places for three more. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a bill which, in my judg- 
ment, ought never to have been introduced 
into this Chamber. If the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] who introduced it 
desires to benefit the poor man let him show 
that desire, not by theory, but by practice. 
When my friend from Obio [Mr. Campse.i] 
was reciling the articles used by the poor daily 
laborer he omitted to state that if the work- 
ingman deposits in bank the result of his toil 
the Republican party requires him to put a 
Republican ticket upon his own check before 
he can draw out his own money. And yet we 
are told this is the party the poor man is te 
look to for protection. Why, sir, such a search- 
ing system of taxation never was introduced 
into any civilized nation upon the face of the 
globe as the Republican party has introduced 
info the American nation. This morning | 
cut a piece out of a paper in which there is a 
reference to an examination of Robert Con- 
nolly, an English laborer, who came to Amer- 
ica to inquire into the difference between the 
English and the American laborer. The ex- 
tract is as follows: 

“Iron in a country in which it may be shoveled 
from the surface of the ground into the mouth of 
the furnace should be cheaper than in those in 
which it must be raised from the bottom of mines 
hundreds of feet deep, yet iron in Glasgow costs 
fifteen dollars a ton, in New York thirty dollars a 
ton. This difference in price is caused by the duty on 
‘ron which is needed neither for revenue nor pro- 
teciion, Fut is maintained by monopoly. 


“The workingmen of England, through one of 
their trade associations, recently sent Mr. Robert 


Connoi!y to this country to compare the condition of | 


American workingmen with the English. He re- 


higher than English wages, but that the latter af- 
forded better support. The American laborer is 
taxed on his fuod, fuel, clothing, and shelter doubly ; 
taxed forGovernment, and taxed for monopoly. The 
British laborer is taxed once, for Government. 

Mr. Speaker, how much time have [ left? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s time is 
out and two minutes over. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. BIGGS. I am very much obliged to 
you, Mr. Speaker. I hope to have an oppor- 
tunity, before the session closes, of showing 
my appreciation of your kindness, on again 


| obtaining the floor. 


A member of the Republican party. | 


MESSAGE FROM TIIE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Gonna, 
its Secretary, informed the House that the 
Senate had passed, without amendment, bills 
of the House of the following titles: 
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| contained in the text of the bill as from word 
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|| against it, because, in the first place, I guy. 
turned and reported that American wages were | : 


osed that the Committee on Education and 
habie were fully empowered to make +), 
investigation proposed by the bill ; and beeay«. 
further I inferred, not so much from what ;, 
that dropped in the discussion, that it eon. 
templated legislation upon the wages of Jahn» 
upon the hours of labor, upon the relations of 
labor to capital, upon the distribution of thp 
profits jointly acquired by labor and capital, 
and upon the social relations of the people of 


| this country. 


I am glad to know, Mr. Speaker, that one 
of the gentlemen at least of the committee 
reporting the bill has publicly upon this floor 


| disclaimed any such purpose in the present. 
ation of the bill, and has disclaimed ag wel) 
| any such legislative power in the Congress of 


A bill (H. R. No. 487) making appropria- | 


tions for expenses that may be incurred under 
articles one to nine, inclusive, of the treaty 
between the United States and Great Britain, 
concluded at Washington May 8, 1871; and 


A bill (H. R. No. 489) makingappropriations | 


| for expenses incurred under articles twelve to 
| seventeen, inclusive, of the treaty between the | 


United States and Great Britain, concluded at 
Washington May 8, 1871. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. BUCKLEY, from the Committee on 


| Enrolled Bills, reported that the committee 


had examined and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the following title ; when the Speaker signed 
the same: 

A bill (H. R. No. 459) for the construction 
of a public building at Chicago, Illinois. 


WAGES AND HOURS OF LABOR. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 


bill (H. R. No. 374) to provide for the ap- 
| pointment of a commission on the subject of 


the wages and hours of labor and the division 
of profits between labor and capital in the 
United States. 

Mr. PERCE. 
question. 

The SPEAKER. 
that of the gentleman from Ohio, [| Mr. Camp- 
BELL, ] to recommit the bill with instructions. 
Ifthe previous question is seconded and the 
main question ordered it will first be taken on 
that motion, and will not exhaust itself until 
the third reading and engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. SLOCUM. I rise to make a parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 


I now move the previous 


of the gentleman from Ohio. 


The SPEAKER. 


They could not be enter- 
tained. 


It is not competent to entertain an 


amendment pending a motion to recommit | 


the bill. 

Mr. SLOCUM. Ifthe gentleman’s proposi- 
tion is defeated, then what becomes of the 
amendments? 


The SPEAKER. 


and sustained. If it is then defeated, no fur- 


ther amendment can be offered, because the 


previous question partly executed cannot be 
reconsidered. 

Mr. SLOCUM. And theamendments which 
have been offered subsequently to the motion 
to recommit? : 

TheSPEAKER. All these amendments are 
cut out absolutely by the metion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. CampBe.t. ] 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question was ordered. 


Mr. PERCE. I rise to close the debate, 


but yield fifteen minutes to the gentleman from | 


Ohio, [Mr. Bineuam.] 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s hour 
begins at twenty-one minutes of two o’clock. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, upon the 
introduction of this bill my impressions were 


The pending motion is | 


I wish to know what will | 
| become of the amendments to the bill that | 
| were offered subsequently to the proposition | 


His proposition cannot | 
be reached till the previous question is seconded | 











| the body-politic of the United States. 
| intelligent American citizens, Mr. Speaker, 
| no such inquiry is needful. 


the United States. That being understood, 
the question resolves itself into this, whether 
it is wise for the House of Representatives to 


| institute a searching inquiry into the educg. 


tional, social, and sanitary condition of the 
laborers in this country, the wages of labor, 
the time occupied in labor by the laboring 
population of the community, and the position, 
if you please. of the laboring population jn 
Among 


Every intelligent 
man knows, as was so aptly said by the honor. 


| able gentleman from New York [Mr. Stocvy) 
| on yesterday in the discussion of this bill, 
| that America is foremost of all the nations of 


the world to-day in its protection of all the 
interests of labor. [think right well, however, 
of the propriety of this inquiry for the pur. 
pose of allaying the discontent of certain per- 


| sons who have recently fled to our shores from 


the oppression of the Old World, whether they 
be known by the name of ‘‘ Internationals” or 
the ‘‘Commune.’”’ They come hither filled 
with recollections of the oppressions which in 
this age, as in past ages, have crushed out 
the hearts of the toiling millions under the 


| despotisms of the Old World, and are, it would 


seem, ignorant of the fact that here in Amer- 
ica the Government of the United States was 
organized in the first instance by the laboring 
millions of this country, and from that hour 
to this has been carried on and _ supported, 
administered and enforced in its wise and 
wholesome legislation by that mighty body- 
guard of human progress, the laboring people. 

Sir, it is pitiful to hear gentlemen talk 
of labor in America being oppressed. The 
millions, sir, who have swept away our forests 
and let in the sun upon the fertile earth from 
sea to sea, across this continent; who have 


| hewed from the forest and the rock the mate- 
| rial and built the habitations of the nation; 


who feed and clothe and shelter the whole liv- 
ing population of America, will laugh to scora 
the utterances of any man on this floor, or else: 
where, who talks about the laboring masses of 
America being oppressed by American legis- 
lation! Sir, they are the architects of their own 
fortunes, the protectors of their own rights, the 
promoters of their own interests, and the makers 
of their own laws. They built our fabric o! 
civil government. They enacted in the first ses- 
sion of the First Congress under the Constitu- 
tion of the United States an act which ordained 
the total exclusion of the law of primogeniture 
througltout the public domain. ‘They had the 
wisdom by this legislation in the First Con- 
gress under the Constitution, represented by 
men who understood their wishes and had 
respect for their wants, to improve upon tlie 
old-time system of England by which the whole 
territory of the realm within the limits of (reat 
Britain, under the direct operation of the law 
known as primogeniture, has been put in the 
hands of the few to the exclusion of the many. 
Looking to their own interests, they took care 
in that early legislation to abolish that law of 
primogeniture, which sooner or later Englaud 
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must abolish, or primogeniture 
England, with its throne and scepter. Let 
those gentlemen who talk thus of the Ameri- 
can laborer learn a lesson from this first legis- 
jation of Congress, which declared that Eng- 
land's law of primogeniture was forever ex- 
cluded from the public domain of the United 
Sates, and in its stead provided the wise and 
comprehensive provision that throughout the 
public domain, when any person should die 
intestate seized, of lands therein, the same 
should descend, share and share alike, to the 
children of his house, or his next of kin of 
equal blood. There stands the answer of 
America in one of her first acts of legislation 
to this babble about not caring for or looking 
after the interests of labor. 
Gentlemen also talk here of the tariff. 
Everybody knows that the need of just such 
tariff regulation in the interests of labor was 
one of the immediate producing causes of our 
national Revolution. The gentleman, my col- 


league, [Mr. CampBe.t,] talks about the tax || 


on the nail in his coffin. But forthe result of 
our Revolution and legislation the gentleman | 
would not have been permitted to have a nail 
for his coffin unless he carried it three thou- 
sand miles across the sea and paid tribute 
upon it toa foreign country. The people hav- 
ing achieved their independence, very wisely 
proceeded in the Virst Congress, as we have 
seen, to legislate not only for their own inter- 
ests in the public lands, and for their equal 
distribution as far as possible, but to legislate 
in the interests of labor by declaring that it was 
needful for the protection as well as for the de- 
velopment of American industry to impose | 
duties upon foreign imports. 

Mr. Speaker, some of the gentlemen who 
have spoken in this debate seem to go back 
upon the record of America from the first Con- 
gress under the Constitution to this. What 
Administration, from Washington to Grant, 
ever dared to recommend in any message, by 
whatever party name he might be called, any 
repeal of this old-time system of American 
legislation? I know the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Cox] and myself differ as to the 
extent to which this system should be carried ; 
but that is a difference only in degree, not in 
principle. 

My friend [Mr. Cox] told us on yesterday, 
to illustrate his argument, that you should 
have but three dollars per ton of duty upon 
pig iron, forexample. Yet if you lay a duty 
at all, according to the logic of gentlemen 
you are legislating in the interest of capital 
and to the hurt of labor. There is no getting 
away from that. ‘This logic of fact is too 
strong for the glittering fence of rhetoric of 
any gentleman on this floor. The principle, 
the American principle of protection to Amer- 
ican industry, is adhered to so long as you 
impose any duty on imported foreign produc- 
tions in every case where like productions are 
produced in the United States. There is, there 
can be, no question about that. 


en 





I stand for all judicious and needful reforms |, 


in the system, but I stand with the people 
against its abolition in the interests of foreign 
capital and foreign production, to the damage 
of American capital and American produc- 
tion, 

Sir, I have no fears about the results of the 
proposed investigation. I am perfectly will- 
ing an investigation should be made. Let the 
whole record of America be made as clear as 
sunlight to the oppressed of other lands who 
have sought a shelter upon these shores, and | 
they will come to understand, what intelligent 
Americans everywhere understand, that it is | 
the pride and the boast of America that here 
for the first time, by the directintervention of 
law, has been secured a fair day’s wages for a 
lair day’s work. I stand by the old-time 





who are now for the first time in our midst, | 


may advocate. 


‘alling themselves International or Commune, | 


Our people are intelligent. 





will abolish | Let this commission inquire on that point, as 











of his toil. 
my country and its laws, I challenge and | 
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required by the bill, and the fact will be made 
to appear. ‘The people of the United States 
know their rights, and, knowing, dare main- 
tain them. They are not oppressed, and they 
know it. 

Let this commission inquire, and let the fact 
be made to appear, that under the operations 
of this American system to which I have re- 
ferred, within the limits of my own State, 
for example, with about thirty-nine thousand 
square miles of territory, and not more than 
twenty-seven hundred thousand people, there 
are to-day more freeholders, more men who 
have a permanent stake in the soil, than there 
are in the island of Great Britain, with about 
eighty thousand square miles of territory and 


| her twenty-seven million people. 


Sir, facts like these constitute the logic of the 
argument in the discussion of American affairs. 
Let the inquiry go on. When the commission 
comes to inquire as to the relations of labor 
in this country, let the answer go out to all 
the listening nations of the Old World, that the 
relations of labor in America are simply these: 
that labor is America, that Americais a nation 
of laborers; and let them, in the light of that 
utterance, understand the significance of the 
words in the text of our Constitution, that 
‘* neither the United States, nor any State of 
this Union, shall grant any title of nobility.’’ 
Let them understand, in the light of the facts 
touching labor in this country, that the only 
nobility tolerated or recognized in America 


under American law is that nobility which | 


springs from the honest toil of brain, or heart, or 
hand. Let it be understood all over the world 
that the only nobleman to be recognized in 
America under American law is the man who 
finds out and faithfully performs his duty to him- 
self, his country, and his race; who by his hon- 


est toil, if you please, makes a blade of grass || 


grow where none grew before. Letit be under- 


stood that the great body of our people are of | 
the nobility born of honest toil; that they are || 


the men who cover your plains year by year 
with fields of golden grain, who clothe your 
mountains to their very summits with the pur- 
ple vine; that they are the men who unearth 
the immense mineral masses imbedded in your 
mountains, and, amid the darkness that broods 


over the blast of the furnace and the rolling of | 


the wheel, mold them by the good hands of their 
genius into forms of strength, and use, and 
beauty. Let the investigation go on, and re- 


veal to the world the fact that the only con- | 


dition possible to America in consonance with 
the Constitution of the United States is that 
just condition of things which assures the 


development of individual and collective man— | 
| 


the citizen and the State—and produces diver- 
sified labor with fair and just rewards. 
Finally, sir, let it be understood that Amer- 
ica, having broken every unjust fetter, imposed 
not by virtue of the national law, but by virtue 


of local State laws, has at last crowned the | 


tepublic with the greatness of justice in this, 


that it has secured by the combined power of | 


all to the humblest citizen in the land all his 
rights of property and of person, including his 
right to work and his right to enjoy the fruits 
An American citizen proud of 


demand investigation. 


As to what has been said here so hurriedly | 
in the heat and excitement of debate about | 


the enormous revenues collected from customs 
and by means of internal taxation, it is sufh- 
cient to say that they are a part of the price 
paid by our law-abiding people for the life of 
the Republic. There is no man in the nation, 
to whatever party he belongs, who, if he has 
a head to comprehend the great mission of 
America, murmurs on account of all the saeri- 


| fice and all the suffering that have fallen upon 
American system, whatever these deluded men, | 


this people within the last ten years,in pres- 
ence of the fact that for the sacrifice and the 
suffering he has a country redeemed, regen- 
erated, and made immortal among the nations 
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| by the virtue and the valor of her people. Let 
| the investigation go on. 

Mr. PERCE. I nowyield to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar. ] 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. Speaker, I desire to state 
for the information of the House that, in ac- 
cordance with what | believe to be the general 
desire, [ shall endeavor not to oceupy the 
whole of the remainder of the hour, but after 
a short time shall call for a vote. 1 yield five 
minutes to the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
no 

Mr. SHANKS. Mr. Speaker, I am not one 
of those members who believe that the labor- 
ing men of this country are in sucha condition 
that they cannot correct the -evils that sur- 
| round them. I am not one of those who be- 
lieve that the laboring men of this country are 
trodden under the feet of capitalists through 
| the legislation of the country. Butif I didso 
believe, [ would favor this bill as preparatory 
to an intelligent correction of the evil. [ 
introduced the other day a bill for the purpose 
of collecting information which would determ- 
| ine to the satisfaction of the American people 
the facts as to whether such is the case. I 


a > 
|| have asked the adoption of that measure for 


the purpose of organizing a bureau which shall 
collect information from the whole peopleand 
from every part of the country, not only as to 
the wages which they receive for their labor, 
but definite information as to the amount of 
expenditures necessary for their support. I 
| am desirous to know not only what the laborer 
| receives for his labor, but to know the outlay 
that is imposed upon him for all those things 
that constitute his comfort and happiness. 

What the laborer receives is but half of the 
subject. What are his necessary expenses, is 
the other half of that question. In this free 
country the remedy is in the laborers’ hands, 
while in oppressive countries the power of 
self-protection is not with them. " 

It is shown that in England a population of 
13,700,000 persons have an annual product of 
£4,000,000,000, which is equal to about £58, 

3 ‘gaa per year, if it were 





or $292 to each 
equally distributed. 

Yet it is further shown, eleven millions of 
that population only earn about £38, or $190 
each per annum, being about fifty cents per 
day. while 8,500 of the population of England 
receive £127,500,000, or an average of £15,000 
each per annum, equal to $960 each per week, 
or $128 50 per day. 

If our laborers are in this comparative con- 
dition, a correction is needed and demanded. 
| If such a state of things existed here the 

safety of the nation would demand a cor- 
| rection, and a correction is being worked in 
England. A republic could not stand with 
such a discrimination against the laborer. An 
intelligent people with the ballot in their hands 
| would not submit to it, andshould not. Then 
let us have the facts, that the people may see 
for themselves and act wisely and well. 

I do not believe that the condition of the 
laboring people in this country is at all com- 
parable to that; but I do say that the sur- 
| roundings which are now gathering them- 
| selves about our people will in course of time 
produce a similar state of affairs, unless 
the people apply the remedy now while they 





have it in their power; unless, in the exercise 
of their judgment and intelligence, they in- 
struct their Representatives soto legislate that 
| snch a state of things cannot come to pass. 
| The people can only act wisely when the sub- 
ject is fully laid before them. It is for that 
only that this bill is being pressed. 
| Every man knows that the capitalist will 
aggrandize himself if he has an opportunity ; 
but he cannot do so to the oppression of the 
laborer if the people are awake to the respons- 
|| ibility that rests upon them, and the import- 
|| ance of the liberty they exercise in this coun- 
|| try. When they know how to act they will do 
|| it. The whole object of this proposition, as | 
! understand, is to give the people such inform- 
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ation as will enable them to determine the 
facta for themselves, so that they may know 
whether the man who goes before them to pro- 
claim their wrongs speaks the truth, whether 
he speaks for them or for himself. They will 
by this means be enabled to speak for them 
selves, knowing that of which they speak. This 
investigation is not to determine results here ; 
it is to enable the people to determine results 
for themselves, and todirect legislation, here or 
elsewhere. 

| incorporate as part of my remarks the fol- 
lowing bill which L introduced Monday last, 
fully believing that ere long the Congress of 
the United States will be required by the 
people to pass sucha bill. I, for one, move 
now, that | may not be sleeping at my post ot 
duty—a duty to me so clear and just to all the 
people: 
A bill (H. R. No. 371) establishing a bureau of labor, 


providing for the appointment of acommissiouer 
therefor, and defining his duties. 


Beit enacted hy the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives ofthe United States of Americain ( ‘ongr exacdssem- 
bled, That there is hereby established a bureau, to 
be under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Interior, and to be known as the bureau of labor. 

sec. 2. That there shall be a commissioner of labor 
appointed by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, who shall be in charge 
of the bureau of labor, and who shal! receive the 
saine compensation as now paid to the Commissioner 
of Agriculture. 

Sec. 3. That it shall be the duty of the commis 
sioner of labor to collect the necessary information 
and publish monthly reports, showing as definitely 
ns possible the amount and character of wages paid 
nt the latest date to male and female employés in 
every county and in every town orcity of five hundred 
inhabitants or over throughout the United States 
and Territories, and for services on the high seasand 


other navigable waters adjacent to or within the | 


United States, (for services by the year, month, and 
day respectively, andspecifically designating, under 
separate and appropriate headings, the various kinds 
ot labor for whieh the wages are paid, and whether 
paid by the United States or by any of the various 
corporations or companies operating under laws or 
charters of Congress or State, or other authority, 
or paid by individuals. 

Sec. 4. That it shall further be the duty of said 
commissioner of labor to show, in said reports, the 
eost of rents, fuel, and the articles of general use for 
food and clothing, the amount of interest paid on 
loans and other indebtedness, the rate of discount 
charged by the banks, the ameunt of poll-tax, and 
the rate per cent. of property tax paid in the sev 
erallocalities,whetherState, national, or local taxes; 
the rate per mile charged by railroads for passengers 
and for local and through treights respectively, and 
nil such other information as may lead to a correct 
knowledge of the practical relations between capital 
and labor in the United States. 


I have this moment received the following 
endorsement of the above bill, which I here 
jusert as a part of these remarks: 


WasutnGcton, December 20, 1871. 
To the honorable members of the 
Llouse of Representatives in Congress assembled : 
I he@w leave to represent that, in our opinion, 
bill 371, introduced by Mr. Saanxs, of Indiana, 
entitled “A bill establishing a bureau of labor, 
providing for the appointment of a commissioner 
therefor, and defining his duties,”’ would meet the 
approval of the association I have the honor to 
represent, and therefore pray that any bill that may 
pass your honorable body be so amended as to contain 
all the several sections of the bill above named. 
With great respect, &c., 
ALBERT E. REDSTONE, 
Deputy Grand Architect Ecumenical Order 
United Mechanica for the United States. 


Mr. HOAR. I yield one minute to the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Stevenson. ] 

Mr. STEVENSON. I send to the Clerk's 
desk to be read a letter from a prominent 
laboring man of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Orrice Iron-Moupers’ [nrernationaL Union, 
Cincinnati, On10, December 17, 1871. 
Hon. Jon E. Stevenson: 


You will confera favor on me by sending mea 
copy of and debate on the bill of Mr. Hoar, of 
Massachusetts, looking to the appointment ofa labor 
commission. The eyes of all the laboring classes are 
on the fate of that bill. 

Yours, respectiully, 

WILLIAM SAFFIN, 


President lron- Molders’ International Union. 


Mr. HOAR. Mr. Speaker, the letter which 
has just been read is a fair specimen of those 


which from all paris of the country, from |) 
men interested in every form of labor, I have |j lican politicians.’’ 


received during the past week. I desire to 
call the attention of the House to this fact: 
members who may vote for the proposition of 
the geutleman from Ohio [ Mr. Camppe.. J—of 
course they will do so if it conforms to their 

| judgment—must do it with the full knowledge 
that it is an attack (and is known and read as 
such) upon the investigation which is asked by 
the classes whose special benefit it contem- 
plates. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will the 
| allow me a word? 

Mr. HOAR. 

purpose does the gentleman want the floor? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. For a question. 

Mr. HOAR. ‘The gentleman has already 
spoken for three quarters of an hour, and he 
must be very brief. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman will 
observe that I did not decline to yield to 
any gentleman on his side. 

Mr. HOAR. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If my interruption is at 
| all disagreeable to him, I will not take the 
| floor. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not object at all to the 
gentleman’s interruption, but I ask him to be 
brief. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will be brief. I have 
not introduced my amendment for the purpose 
| of preventing any proper investigation. It 
was simply because I believed the Speaker of 
the House, and the Senate, can organize a fairer 
and better commission, which would be freer 
from objection, than the President of the Uni- 
ted States. That is the reason for my amend- 
ment; and I should like to have the gentleman 
| from Massachusetts explain to the House why 

it is he believes the President of the United 


gentleman 


| this House and the Senate, through their Pre- 
siding Officers. 
Mr. HOAR. Mr. Speaker, two things are 
to be accomplished by this investigation: first, 
a thorough and fair ascertainment of the fact; 
| and second, the satisfaction of the country with 


‘or a question, or for what | 
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struck and be known to have struck 
at the laboring interests of the country. 
President of the United States is a man 
courage I suppose we all agree; but there i. 
one thing he dare not do, and that is to diye 
this commission which is proposed by this );) 
to any partisan or personal end. He jg ,, 
exercise the authority conferred on him jn th; 
bill under the eyes of an anxious, expect 
aroused sentiment of the laboring classes of 
the American people. They say that they 
desire light in regard to their condition, 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Does the gentleman 
think the President will appoint any Demo. 
crat on that commission? Let him answer 
me frankly. ; 
Mr. HOAR. I think if the President of 
the United States can find a Democrat with 


a blow 
The 


of 


ert 


0 
§ 
ant, 


| the interest, with the capacity, with the desire 


States can organize a better commission than | 


to make the investigation proposed, and | 
hope and believe he can, I think by all means 
he would be desirous of appointing him. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Can the gentleman point 
out any Democrat whom the President } 
ever appointed ? 

Mr. HOAR. 


as 


I do not, think I should be 


| interrupted with that kind of discussion. 


And now, Mr. Speaker, | havea word or two 


| to say in all frankness to the gentleman from 


the result as an honest, thorough, and fair || 


aseertainment of the fact. The discovery of 
the fact and its acceptance as the fact both 
are to be ascertained; but both are rendered 
impossible by the proposition of the gentleman 
from Ohio. It is not possible consistently 
with the onerous duties of legislation resting 
on the members of this House that they should 
make this investigation. 
it consistently with the duties of any committee 
which may be appointed. 

In the next place, the members of this 
House have been selected by their constitu- 
ents as the representatives of the various polit- 

ical parties in the districts from which they 
come. Those men who are not contained in 


the ranks of either of the great political parties | 


of the country, those who are not contained 
in any political organization which has rep- 


Delaware, [Mr. Bices.] I should be sorry jf 
the question I put to him was construed by 
him in any respect asataunt. If it was, | wil] 
withdraw it. And I desire to say that I hope 
never to be led in debate in this House, if | 
ever have been in the past, into an exchange 


| of crimination and recrimination in regard to 


the character or the history of the different 
States of this Union. If in any American 
State anywhere there be an abuse, if in any 
American State labor, humanity, or morality 
be disgraced, it is the common disgrace of 
every American citizen. 

Something has been said in regard to the 
condition of the working classes of Massachu- 
setts. Did my friend from Delaware remem- 
ber, when he referred to that matter, that the 
fact which he stated, so far as it is a fact, was 


| disclosed to publie gaze by an investigation of 
I gz y g 
_ precisely this character, ordered by the Repub- 


They cannot make | 


resentatives upon this floor—so far as they are | 


concerned the proposition of the gentleman 
from Ohio { Mr. CAMPBELL] means, when trans- 
lated, ‘‘provided, that in making this investiga- 
tion no member of the labor party however 
competent, no person not a Democrat or Re 

publican, however competent, shall havea place 
onthatcommission.’’ That is none the less the 
effect of the amendment, that he does not 
propose it with that object in view. 
I accept his disclaimer as to his own personal 
motives. ‘Theretore, any person that votes for 


this proposition, as well as for the proposition | 


of the gentleman from Illinois to amend it by 


| substituting a bureau, votes to make it a par- 
| tisan investigation. 


It cannot be otherwise. 
It will be understood as belittling the prop- 


| osition. 


Now, sir, the President of the United States, 


lican Legislature of Massachuse'ts itself? It 
was bythe report of the Massachusetts bureau 
of statistics of labor, made and created and 
sustained in office year after year by the Legis 
lature of that State, that the abuses under which 
the children of our laboring classes suffered 
were disclosed. And, sir, | could not find a 
better argument. If a single girl or boy of 


| fifteen years of age throughout the length and 


breadth of this Republic, instead of being in 


' the common school, or ia the bosom of the 
| family, works in a factory until nature fails, 


| classes in Massachusetts. 
children were worked in the factories, and we 


and water is thrown on the face, the expense 
and cost of this commission will not be thrown 
away if that one thing alone is disclosed and 
held up in the face of day and remedied. We 
inguired into the condition of the laboring 
We found that th 
put upon our statute-book a stringent law, 
and appointed a special police to carry it into 
execution, which should bring every factory 
owner, or factory agent tothe bar of the courts 


| as a felon who employed children over certain 


Of course | 


hours, or without giving them an opportunity 
to attend the schools. 

Now I ask the gentleman from Delaware 
{Mr. Bices] if that is not the best way, if the 
establishment of common schools, if the com- 
pelling every child, poor or rich, to attend 
them; if the establishment of a bureau to 
acquire information about the condition of the 


| poor, and acting upon that information, is not 
| a better way than it is not to have any common: 


it is true, may, if he sees fit, nominate, and the || 


Senate may confirm, three gentlemen of the 
class described by the gentleman from Dela- 
ware [ Mr. Biees] as ‘‘ broken-winded Repub- 
If he does, he will have 


‘ 


school system, and then when the ignorant 
man or the ignorant girl falls into crime put 
him or her upon the pillory, or upon the whip 
ping post; I ask the gentleman which is the 
best way? 

Mr. BIGGS, 


I will answer the gentleman 
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“+e credit, and | think she-did what was right 
and proper in establishing her bureau and pay- 


ing her bureau, instead of coming to the Con- 


vreas of the United States and asking the | 


Federal Congress to pass a bill to examine the 
-ocial, educational, or sanitary condition of 
the people of this country. vest 
zation should be confined tothe State. So far 


as 


especially as regards the whipping-post, that 
is an institution which we ourselves to-day are 
proud of. It has only been established for 
falons, and scoundrels, and thieves, and rob- 


fel 


ers: and to the glory of the State be it said 
that no man has been caught back at it a sec- 
ond time after he has been once properly 
whaled. [Laughrer. ] 

Mr. HOAR. The gentleman says that no 
man has ever been whipped the second time. 
Will be tell me whether any woman has been 
whipped the second time? 

Mr. BIGGS. 
say. ButI may say that we have had quite an 
emigration from the State of Delaware into 
the state of Massachusetts. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. HOAR. 


Touse upon the question. If the gentleman 


from Delaware or anybody else says that in a | 


Siate of this Republic founded upon labor 


menu have been whipped once, and he cannot | 


tell whether women have been whipped twice 
or not, and that he likes that way better than 
the Massachusetts method which I bave de- 
scribed, and if any gentleman thinks that that 
is a matter for an exulting laugh ora sneer, he 
is welcome to his creed. 

I believe, Mr. Speaker, that I have nothing 
further to say, except this: this is simply « 
demand forlight. It isa demand for an invest- 
igation into the question whether the legisla- 
tion of the General Government does in any 
espect operate injuriously upon the laborers 
f the country. Now, who is there here who 


dares to say that he will refuse to make that | 


investigation which is demanded by all the 


organizations of labor, or making it, that he | 


will refuse to make it by the ablest, the most 


impartial, and the most competent persons? | 


Upon these two propositions rest this bill, It 
isnot alittle matter. It will require to the full 


two years for the work which the bill cuts out | 
It cannot be done at all | 


for the commission, 
consistently with the duties of members of Con- 
gress in either branch. 
+} 
in the result bymen, however well qualified or 
however able, who were elected as the repre- 
sentatives of political parties. I now call for 
a vote on the bill. 

lhe first question was upon the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Burcuarp to the 

structions submitted by Mr. CampBe... 
Mr. CamMppeLi. moved to recommit the bill, 
with instructions to report the following: 

Resolved by the ITouse of Representatives, (the 
Senate concurring,) That a joint committee of five 
members of the House and 
Senate be appointed, whose duty it shall be to invest- 
igate the subject of the wages and hours of labor, 
and of the division of the joint profits of labor and 
capital between the laborer and capitalist, and the 
social, educational, and sanitary condition of the 
laboring classes of the United States, and how the 
same is affected by existing laws regulating com- 
merce, finance, and currency; and that said joint 
committee shall have power to send for persons and 


pipers, to employ a clerk, and to report at any 
time, 





_ Mr. Burcuarp moved to amend the instruc- 
tions by substituting therefor the following: 
That it shall be the duty of the chief of the Bureau 


of Statisties, under the direction of the Secretary of | 


the Treasury, in addition to the duties now required 
to be performed by him, to investigate and collect 
Statistics upon the subject of wages and hours of 
labor, and of the division of the joint profits of labor 
and capital between the laborer and the capitalist, 
and upon the social, educational, and sanitary con- 
dition of the laboring classes of the United States, 
and upon the bearing and influence of existing laws 
of the United States regulating commerce, finance, 
and currency upon that welfare. 


The question was taken upon Mr. Burcu- 
42D Cona. 2p Szss.—No. 17. 


Such an investi- | 


©. the State of Delaware is concerned, and | 


Not so far asI am able to | 


I believe I must now goto the | 


It cannot be done to | 
tlie satisfaction of the great masses interested | 


members of the | 


| , 
hy saying that I give the State of Massachu- || arp’s amendment; 














eighty-one, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question recurred upon recommitting 
the bill with the instructions as amended; and 
being put, there were—ayes 56, noes 71. 

Mr. VAN TRUMP called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Hoar and 
Mr. Van Trump were appointed. 

Mr. HOAR. Does the pending motion give 
the committee power to report at any time? 

The SPEAKER. That cannot be done 
except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HOAR. 
this motion is to kill the bill. 

Mr. WOOD. I desire to inquire of the Chair 
what the next question will be, provided this 
motion shall be lost? 

The SPEAKER. The House will then vote 
on the several pending amendments. There 
are four amendments which have been sub- 
mitted and are now pending. 

The House divided; and the tellers report- 


| ed—ayes 59, noes 60. 
Mr. BANKS called for the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BURCHARD. I desire to ask a par- 
liamentary question. Will not the Committee 
on Education and Labor be able to report on 


and there were—ayes | 


Then, of course, the vote for | 


the second call of committees when reached | 


in its order? 
The SPEAKER, 
that can prevent the committee, when called, 


| from reporting. 


Mr BANKS. This is in the nature of 
debate, and I object to it. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Camp- 
BELL'S motion as amended; and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 76, nays 101, not 
voting 61; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Ambler, Arthur, 
Jarber, Bell, Biggs, Bird, James G. Blair, Braxton, 
Bright, Burchard, Caldwell, Campbell, Clarke, Co- 
mingo, Conner, Cox, Crebs, Critcher, Crossland, 
Davis, Dox, DuBose, Duke, Eldridge, Farnsworth, 
Forker,Getz.Golladay, Hancock, Handley, Hereford, 
Herndon, Hibbard, Holman, Kerr, King, Lewis, 
Manson, Marshall, McClelland, M 
Grew, McIntyre, McNecly, Merrick, Mitchell, Nib- 
lack, Palmer, Hosea W. Parker, Eii Perry, Price, 
Read, Edward Y. Rice, John M. Rice, Ritchie, 


Robinson, Sessions, Shober, Slater, Slocum, Worth- | 


ington ©. Smith, Stevens, Swann, Taffe, Terry, 


Van Trump, Voorhees, Waddell, Wells, Whitthorne, | 


Willard, Winchester, Wood, and Young—76. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Archer, Banks, 
Beatty, Bigby, Bingham, Austin Blair, George M. 
Brooks, Buckley, Buflinton, Burdett, Cobb, Coghlan, 
Conger, Cotton, Creely, Dawes, Donnan, Duell, 
Eames, Edwards, Finkelnburg, Charles Foster, Frye, 
Garfield, Goodrich, Griffith, Haldeman, Halsey, 
Harmer. George E. Harris. Havens, Hawley, Hay, 
Gerry W. Hazleton, John W. Hazleton, Hill, Hoar, 
Houghton, Kelley, Ketcham, Killinger, Kinsella, 
Lamport, Lansing, Lowe, Lynch, Maynard, McCrary, 
MeJunkin, Mckee, Mereur, Merriam, Monroe, 
Leonard Myers, Negley, Packard, Packer, Isaac C. 
Parker, Peck. Pendleton, Perce, Porter, 


Scofield, Seeley, Shanks, Sheldon, Sherwood, Shoe- 
maker, H. Boardman Smith, John A. Smith, Snyder, 


R. Milton Speer, Thomas J. Speer, Spragne, Steven- | 
son, Storm, Stoughton, Stowell, Thomas, Washington | 
Upson, Wake- | 


‘Townsend, Turner, Twichell, Tyner, 
man, Walden, Waldron, Wallace, Walls, Washburn, 


Wheeler, Williams of Indiana, Jeremiah M. Wilson, | 


and John IT’. Wilson—101. 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Averill, Barnum, Beck, 


| Beveridge, James Brooks, Benjamin F. Butler, Rod- 


erick R. Butler, Carroll, Coburn, Darrall, De Large, 
Dickey, Dunnell. Elliott, Ely, Farwell, Henry D. Fos- 
ter, Wilder D. Foster, Garrett, Hale, Hambleton, 
Hanks, Harper, John T. Harris, Hays, Hooper, Kel- 
logg, Kendall, Lamison, Leach, McHenry, McKin- 
ney, Benjamin F. Meyers, Moore, Morey, Morgan, 
Morphis, Orr, Aaron F, Perry, Peters, Platt, Poland, 
Potter, Randall, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sawyer, Shel- 
labarger, Sloss, Snapp, Starkweather, Strong, St. 
John, Sutherland, Sypher. Dwight Townsend, Tut- 


| hill, Vaughan, Warren, Whiteley, and Williams of 


New York—6l. 
So the motion to recommit with instructions 
was not agreed to. 


The Chair knows nothing | 


McCormick, Mce- | 


Barry, | 


J Prindle, | 
Rainey, Ellis H. Roberts, William R. Roberts, Rusk, | 





The next question was upon the amendment | 
of Mr. KiLuinGer, to insert in line five, after | 


the word ‘‘ persons,’’ the words ‘‘ of whom at 
least one shall be practically identified with 


| the mining interests of the country. 


| 


I 


Mr. KiLLINGER. 
sent to modify that amendment by substituting 
‘laboring ’’ for ‘‘ mining.”’ 


I ask unanimous con- 


| 
| 
| 
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Mr. FARNSWORTH. The gentleman de- 
sires one of the commissioners to have some- 
thing to do with the laboring men, only one 
of them. 

No objection was made, and the amend- 
ment was modified accordingly. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 1 ask unanimous 
consent to have the amendment so modified as 
to require that all three commissioners shall 
be identitied with the laboring interests of the 
country. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I object to that. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The gentleman ob- 
jects to these commissioners being identified 
with the interests of labor. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. As this com- 
mission is to investigate a supposed contest 
between capital and labor, there should bea 
fair hearing of both parties. But if the gen- 


| tleman who has charge of this bill does not 


object, I will not. 

Mr. HOAR. I think I must object. 

Mr. PERCE. Would it be in order to ask 
to have read the amendment offered by the 
committee in connection with this amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It would. 

Mr. HOAR, I will withdraw my objection 
to the amendment proposed by the gentieman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Farnsworrn. ] 

Mr. KILLINGER. I renew it. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I thinkit is too late. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman must know 
that it is a very extraordinary thing to modify 
an amendment after the previous question hag 
been ordered and partly executed. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I know the question 
has been begging for an objection all around 
the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will give full 
opportunity for objection. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then I will ask that 
two of the commissioners shall be identified 
with the labor interests of the country, 

Mr. PERCE. [I object. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
have but one. 

Mr. PERCE, I ask that the amendment 
proposed by me on behalf of the committee be 
read. 

The amendment was read, to strike out the 
words ‘from civil life’’ in section one, and 
to insert in lieu thereof the words ‘‘ who shall 
be selected from civil life solely with refer- 
ence to their character and capacity for an 
honest and impartial investigation, and.’’ 

Mr. PERCE. That amendment was in- 
tended to cover the amendment of the genile- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Kruuincer.] [| 
understood him to adopt it. 

Mr. KILLINGER. I never accepted it. I 
have no objection to have it go with mine. 

The amendment, as modified by Mr. Kut- 
LINGER, was adopted. 


Then they are to 


The next question was upon the amendment 
of Mr. KiLuinceEr, to limit the term of office 
of the commissioners to one year, instead of 
two years as proposed by the bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next question was upon the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Perce on behalf of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. PERCE. 
amendment. 

Mr. GRIFFITH. I object. 

Mr. HOAK. I hope the gentleman will not 
withdraw the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. It cannot be withdrawn, 
objection having been made. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


I ask leave to withdraw that 


The next question was upon the amendment 
moved by Mr. Cox, to add to the first section 
the following : 


Provided, That said commissioners shall be ap 


pointed irrespective of political or partisan consid- 


i} erations, and from civil life. 


| 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. Isitin ordér 
to move the amendment | indicated yesterday, 
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in regard to the payment of laborers by store Mr. SMITH, of Vermont, obtained leave to || others, citizens of Baker City, Oregon, praying 
? | withdraw papers now before the Committee || a grant of land—— - 


orders ? 2 : 
The SPEAKER. It is not in order, pend- || of Claims in the case of William Ives. | Mr. HOLMAN. I object. 


ing the operation of the previous question. IMPROPER VOTING IN THE HOUSE. a DAWES. I move that the House 
The bill, as amended, was then ordered to : . i : _ || adjourn. 
he « ngrossed and read a third time; and peng Mr. eect by eres eee The SPEA KER. The House will meet to- 
, ' oe ibmitte > {i ring : ° W . S we ‘ . . , 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third : oe a. _ aa are wee WES || morrow as in Committee of the Whole for 
time. read, considered, and agreed to: debate only, no business whatever to be trans. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Rules be 


lhe question was upon the passage of the bill. directed to inquire and report to this House whether 


acted. The gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 


Mr. HOLMAN. On that question | call for || any amendment of the rules is necessary to prevent | Moore} will occupy the chair. 
the yeas and navs. any member or person from responding or voting I'he motion of Mr. Dawes was avreed io: 
The yeas and were ord 1 when the names of absentees or other members are ’ 
1@ yeas and nays were ordei 


i Pe "2A Ya vile ¢ 
ae : called: andalsothat they inquire and report whether | and accordingly (at three o cloc k and twenty 
The question wa taken; und it was decided any member of this Llouse or other person has so || minutes p.- in. } the House adjourned. 
in the atlirmative—veas 124, nays 36, not voting | voted or responded, and the remedy for such impro- |; ance 
G8; as follows: : priety. ‘ i ae es 1 
‘KAS—Meas ee eae ee oe FORT BERTHOLD INDIAN AGENCY, | 
alee cee Beatty, Bell, Bingham, Austin Blair, The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid || : ; 
George M. Brooks, Buckley, Bullinton, Burdett,Cobb, || before the House a communication from the || U4er the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


owl ’ ‘ongeer ‘OX reb ‘reel jawes Mo t : . ’ . . * i @¢ 1 i 2e8: 
Coghlan,Conger, Cox, | , Creely, Dawes, Donnan, Secretary of the Interior, in relation to the || Committee 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 


Dox, Duell, Eames, Finkelnburg, Forker, Charles 7 . . : > i dp.mpT eet ie 
l'oster, "Brve, Garfield, Ge i. Golladay, Goodrich, || condition of the Indians of the ort Berthold || are Mr. eae. ey eo of David 
Griffith. Haldeman, Hancock, Harmer, George E. || agency in Dakota Territory, together with an || “@¢Clain and 27 others, of Columbiana county, 
Harris, Havens, Wawley,tay, Hays, Gerry W. Hazle- ‘ 


} . y .¢ . 7 . 
ton Taha W. flasleton, Hereford. Herndon, Hib- || @SUmate for an appropriation of $40,000 for | a so Ohio at U oes 
) eon ° i ecton, ‘ ra, ‘ aon. i. : : ¥ . i : “ - 3 ‘eo 
bard, Hill, Hoar, Holman, Houghton, Kelley, Ketch the support of certain Indians; which was || “‘ ie — ’ ee nion soldiers, 
am, Killinger, King, Kinsella, Lamport, Lansing, referred to the Committee on Appropriations, | praying lor the passage of acts granting bounty 


Low Lynch, Man on, Marshall, Meynerd. Me Ciel- and ordered to be printed. | lands py aay bounties in money to the 
eur, Mert im, Merrick, Benjamin F. Meyers, Monroe, || REDEMPTION OF FIVE-TWENTY BONDS | Union soldiers, Sal ors, and marines, In the 
Moore, Morphis, Negloy, Niblack, Packard, Packer, ||, OEMPTION , re pare | war for the suppression of the rebellion. 

Hosea W. Parker, Isaac C. Park: r, Pendleton. Perce, I he SI KA KIER also, by unanimous consent, | By Mr. AMES: The petition of James H. 
he a iy wt eee ee se tuck Seat || lid before the House a communication from || Anthony and others, of Bristol County Savings 
‘old, Seeley, Shanks, Sheilon, Sherwood, Shober, || the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to 8 || Bank of Taunton, Massachusetts, for repea! 


im, LH. Boardman Smith, John A. || resolution of the House of the 19th instant in 


hoemal er. loc || of United States tax on deposits in savings 
mmith, Snyder, i : 


| relation to the amount redeemed of the twenty |! banks 
Sprague, Stevens, Stevenson, Atornm, Stoughton, ili 1 ls s f five > } ] . thicl | = a rm 
Stowell, Swann, Sypher, Thomas, Washington Town- || MUHON dollars O ive-twe nty 2onds; which || Also, the petition of trustees of the Abington 
end, wir hell ‘Tyne i. Up on. Ve rpm, Vossen, — referred to the Committee of W ays and savings banks, for the rep 29] of United States 
Waddell, Wakeman, Walden, Walk ron, allace, Means, and ordered to be printed, tax on savings banks. 


Walls, Washburn, Wells, Wheeler, Whiteley, Wil- bgt ’ ie 
liams of Indiana, Jeremiah M.Wilson, John T.Wil- INDIAN SCHOOLS IN NEBRASKA. By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: The 


Milton Speer, Thomas J. Speer, 


Bat) j i W oor ? i 2 . . — = 3  * . r > ‘ . > a a . e 

NAY S ee Ria: Barber, Bird, Braxton, The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, | eee i Rag aaa 
Bright, Burchard, Caldwell, Campbeli, Clarke, Co- | laid before the House a communication from || 7 =. 2M f x OF : The memorial of 
wingo, Conner, Critcher, Crossland, Davis, DuBose, il the Secretary of the Interior in relation to an |! Joseph M. Davis and 21 others, trustees ol 


Eldridge, Handley, John T. Harris, Kerr, Lewis, | an . = 
MeCormick, Melutyre, Palmer, Peck. Price, Read. || ®ppropriation for schools and school build- 


Hdward Y. Kice, John M. Rice, Ritchie, Sessions, || ings for the benefit of the Sacs and Foxes 
woos raffe, Terry, Whitthorne, Winchester, and |) and other Indians in Nebraska; which was 

NOL VOTING—Messre. Ames, Averill, Barnum, || referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
: soveridge, Bigby Biggs, James G, Blair, James || and ordered to be printed. 


the Citizens’ Savings Bank at Fall River, Mas. 
sachusetts, praying for the repeal of the tax 
on savings banks. 

By Mr. CHIPMAN: The petition of law 
students and others, asking the use of the law 
library of Congress hereafter until nine o'clock 
p.m. of each day, except Sunday. 

Also, the petition of the board of trustees of 


Beck, Beverid ; 

Brooks, Benjamin IF. Butler, Roderick R. Batler, | : 

Carroll, Coburn, Cotton, Darrall, De Large, Dickey, INDIAN CLAIMS. 
Nee , N Kdward ott. Ely. Bs tI nn Ty > rN 5 ; 

Dul * Dum oll, Edwards, ae bs para an “y The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 

harwe men ‘ osvter, VW ( . Poster, Gurrett, . ~ - ° ° > 

Hale, Ilulaey, Hambleton, Hanks, Harper, Hooper, || laid before the House a communication from 


4 ts raat imu | the schools for colored children in Washing 
Kellogg. Kendall, Lamisou, Leach, McGrew, Mc- |! the Secretary of the Interior, in relation to || ton ; Lorge wraying fi ar legis: 
Henry. Mckinney, Mitchell, Morey, Morgan, Leonard ’ ton and Georgetown, praying further legi 


» claims of certain citize ‘or oda- 
ont wen host tf Pease, Fuasen Poul Pome. the claims of cert iin citizens for depreda 
Potter, Randall, Roosevelt, Sawyer, Shellabarger, || Hons committed upon their property while they 
Sloss, Worthington C. Smith, Bene, ee wemnees. were members of the Pottawattomie tribe of 
Strong, St. John, Sutherland Iwight Townsend 23 : f, ' ; 

' < "ss, } , ” } ‘ 8; V as reierre t- 
armor, Tethill. Vausian, Warren, Willard, aad Indians which was referred to the Commit 
Williams of New York—’s. tee of Claims. 


So the bill was passed. | INTERNAL REVENUE REPORT. 
1} 


lation. 

By Mr. EAMES: The petition of George 
I. Thorp, of Cumberland, Rhode Island, for 
an increase of pension. 

sy Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of Ira 
Buckman, jr., for relief. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, By Mr. ROGERS: The petition of Mrs. 
Susan A. Rogers and 125 others, against woman 
suffrage. 

Also, the petition of Julia Moffett, asking 
for arrears of pension. 





Mr. HOAR moved to reconsider the vote by : : : 
which the bill was passed: and also moved || the resolution from the Senate in regard to 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the |{ printing the report of the Commissicner of 
table. Internal Revenue, will be referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 
| ‘There was no objection, and the resolution 

was accordingly referred. 
REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
| Mr. BARRY. Task unanimous consent to 
of the following titles; when the Speaker signed introduce and have passed at the present time 
icciteitieaae : |, a bill removing the political disabilities of Se Yn as ” 

An act (H. R. No. 487) making appropria- || certain persons in Mississippi. All the names eee OF PRESIDENT __ TEMPORE, 
tions for expenses that may be incurred under included in the bill are those of men who have || The SECRETARY called the Senate to order 
apligien one.te nine, iacinelee, of tha Genta been elected to office. One of them has been || and said: Senators, I am requested by the 

“ || elected to our State Legislature, and cannot || Vice President to read the following com- 
|| take his seat unless hisdisabilities be removed. || munication: 
|| The majority of those named in the bill are || 
Democrats; have been elected upon the || 
venteen, inclusive, of the treaty || Pere warts eee of Mississippi. 
between the United States and Great Britain, [| ” ye ae rte cl object. 
concluded at Washington May 8, 1871. | SECRETARY OF LEGATION AT ST. PETERSBURG. 
} Mr. BANKS, by unanimous consent, pre- 
|| sented letters from the Secretary of State, 
| 

| 


lhe latter motion was agreed to. 





ENKOLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
Mr. BUCKLEY, from the Committee on | IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 21, 1871. 
| 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. Nrw- 
man, D. D. 





Enrolled Bills, reported that the committee 
had examined and found truly enrolled bills 





between the United States and Great Britain, 
concluded at Was ungton May 8, 1871; and 

~Anact (Hf. R. No, 489) making appropria- 
tions for expenses incurred under articles | 
twelve to ss 


Vice PRESIDENT’S CHAMBER, ls 
Wasuincton, December 21, 1871. 
_ Dear Sir: Please state to the Senate, at the open- 
ing Of its session to-day, that [ shall be absent from 
the chair, in order that a President pro tempore may 
|| be chosen. 
| Respectfully, yours, 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

“7 : > a F < ? 7” , Tn , a 
- rhe SI EAKER. 1 he gentleman from 
1 xXas, Mr. Henxpoy, desires, on account 
of engagements in reference to the contest of 
his seat, to have leave of absence until March | 
10, 1872 

There being no objection, leave was granted. || 


SCHUYLER COLFAX. 
Hon. Grorce C. GorHam, 


Secretary United States Senate. 
Mr. SUMNER. Mr. Secretary, I send to 


the desk a resolution which I ask to have 


| 

| 
. . . . | 
inclosing dispatches from the American min- || 
j 
| adopted. 
| 
| 


|| ister at St. Petersburg in reference to the insuf:- 
| ficiency of the salary of the secretary of legation 
at St. Petersburg, and of the American consuls | 
in Russia; which were referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be | 


| The Secretary. The Senatorfrom Massa- 
| chusetts offers the following resolution, and 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. '| printed. asks for its present consideration: 

Mr. AMES obtained leave to withdraw from || Meee ay er  avat Hise: Mewar B. Bugnouy berced bs Rizoy. 

the files of the House the papers of Farnum || Mr. SLATER. I ask unanimous consentto | chosen President of the Senate pro tempore. ‘ 
Plummer, for loss of the brig Madeira. | have printed the memorial of J, M. Swift and I The resolution was agreed to nem. con. 
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—————— 
The SecreraRy. Mr. Antony will please 
take the chair, 
Mr. ANTHONY thereupon took the chair 
as President pro tempore. — 
Mr. SUMNER. Iofferthisresolution, which 
I ask to have adopted: 
Resolved, That the Secretary wait upon the Presi- 


dent of the United States and inform him that the 


Senate has, in the absence of the Vice President, 


chosen Hon. Hexry B. Antuony, a Senator from | 


the State of Rhode Island, President of the Senate 
pro tempore ; and that he wake a similar communi- 
vation to the House of Representatives. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 

The Journal af poumeney's proceedings was 
read and approve 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. KELLOGG presented the memorial of 
Samuel Jamison, of New Orleans, praying 
compensation for property taken possession 
of by order of Major General Butler while com- 
manding the military forces at New Orleans, 
Louisiana; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. LOGAN presented the petition of 
George Ik. Naylor, a citizen of Quincy, Illi- 
nois, praying for relief on account of military 
services at Camp Quincy, Illinois; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


. 


Mr. SHERMAN pomeee the petition of | 
George F. Erwine and twenty-six other soldiers, 


of Jetferson county, Ohio, praying for the pas- 
sage of an act granting them equalization of 
bounty and bounty land; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have a petition signed 
by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Isabella Beecher 
Hooker, Elizabeth S. Bladen, Olympia Brown, 
Susan B. Anthony, and Josephine 8S. Grifling, 
setting forth that women are citizens of the 
United States, and praying for the enactment 
of a law during the present session of Congress 
that shall protect them in the exercise of their 
right to vote, as they claim ; and they ask also 
in their own behalf and in behalf of others that 
they may be heard upon this memorial before 
the Senate and House of Representatives, set- 
ting forth that they are not represented in 
either branch of Congress, and that it is proper 
they should have an opportunity of being heard 
by the Senate and House in aid of the right 
which they claim in their petition. I move its 
reference to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. EDMUNDS presented the petition of 
Anna J. Lamberton, of Clinton county, New 
York, praying for arrears of pension on ac- 
count of the loss of her son in the service of 
the United States; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, it 
was 

Ordered, That papers relating to the claim of J. 
K. D. Morrison, one of the sufferers by the raid on 
Washington in 1864, on the files of the Senate, be 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. SPENCER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case 
of Sarah Barry, of Tennessee, be taken from the 


se of the Senate and referred to the Committee on 
chslons, 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEKS. 


Mr. RAMSEY. The Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads, to whom were referred 
House bill No. 774 and House bill No. 777, 
being simply two bills to establish certain post 
roads and nothing else, have instructed me to 
report them back without amendment, and to 
ask for their immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sen- 
ator from Minnesota asks unanimous consent 
for the immediate consideration of the follow- 
ing billsg—— 

Mr. SUMNER. I think we had better go 
through with the morning business first. As 
s00n as that is disposed of, I shall have no 
objection. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection 


{ 


| 
} 





ee —— a mnaiaeniaid ee 


= 





being made, the bills will be placed upon the 
Calendar. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Sarah Sarvant, praying for arrears of pension, 


asked to be discharged from its further con- | 
sideration ; which was agreed to; and he sub- | 
mitted an adverse report thereon, which was | 


ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the petition of John G. 
Wicks, late private company L, eighth New 
York artillery, praying that a pension may be 
granted to him, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration ; which was agreed 
to; and he submitted an adverse report thereon, 
which was ordered to be printed. 

CIVIL SERVICE REFORM. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Printing, to whom was referred 
a concurrent resolution from the House of 
Representatives yesterday for the printing of 
twenty-five thousand copies of the } 
message in regard to civil service reform, and 


the accompanying documents, to report it back | 


without amendment and recommend its pas- 
sage, and I ask for its present consideration. 
‘There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 
vesolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 
printed twenty-five thousand copies of the Presi- 
dent’s message and accompanying documents, relat- 


ing to civilservice reform; fourteen thousand forthe | 
use of the House, seven thousand for the Senate, | 


and four thousand for the Executive. 

The resolution was concurred in. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Before that concurrent 
resolution came in yesterday the Senate had 
passed a resolution for the printing of a cer- 
tain number of the same document. I ask 
unanimous consent to reconsider that resolu- 
tion, and have it laid on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sen- 
ator from California moves that the resolution 
passed yesterday by the Senate for the printing 
of the same document be rescinded. 

The motion was agreed to. 

REPORT OF LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I am instructed by the 
same committee to reporta resolution in favor 
of printing five hundred copies of the last an- 
nual report of the Librarian of Congress, with 
proper paper covers, forthe use of the Library. 
The cost will be very small, | am informed, 
not to exceed twenty dollars. I ask for its 
present consideration. 

There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 

Ordered, That there be printed five hundred addi- 


tional copies of the annual report of the Librarian | 


of Congress, fur the use of the Library. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

ONE TERM FOR PRESIDENT. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, in pursu- 
ance of notice already given, I ask leave to 
introduce a joint resolution proposing an 
amendment of the Constitution confining the 
President to one term. In introducing this 
amendment I content myself with a brief 
remark. 


This is the era of civil service reform, and | 


the President of the United States in formal 
message has already called our attention to the 
important subject and made recommendations 
with regard to it. It may be remembered that 
I hailed that message at once as it was read 
from the desk. I forbore then to observe that 
I missed one recommendation, a very import- 
ant recommendation, without which all the 
other recommendations, I fear, may be futile. 
I missed a recommendation in conformity with 
the best precedents of our history and with the 
opinions of illustrious men, that the Constitu 
tion be amended so as to confine the President 
to one term. 

Sir, that is the initial point of civil service 


-resident’s | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











reform; that is the first stage in the great | 


reform. ‘The scheme of the President is the 
play of Hamlet without Hamlet. 1 propose 


4 


| Hamlet is brought into the play. 


| ineligible after one term or service;”’ 


| the following of importance: 


25S 


by the amendment that I offer to see that 
I send the 
resolution to the Chair. 

Leave was granted tointroduce a joint reso- 
lution (S. R. No. 4) proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution confining the President to 
one term, which was read the first time by its 
title. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to ask my 
friend from Massachusetts if he proposes to 
postpone the play of Hamlet—civil service 
réform—until he can amend the Constitution 
of the United States in this way? 

Mr. SUMNER. Notatall; but I propose 
to introduce Hamlet into the play. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then the Senator wil! 
not have the play of civil service reform until 
he can get the Constitution amended. 

Mr. SUMNER. I beg the Senator's par- 
don. I wish both and at once. The Senator 
knows full well that in order to bring about an 
amendment to the Constitution we must begin 
promptly. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
years to do it. 

Mr. SUMNER. So the Senator thinks. 
Six months ought to be enough. 

Mr. BAYARD. I should like to have that 
paper read for the information of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The joint 
resolution will be read at length. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 


It will take about six 


Joint resolution proposing an amendment of the 
Constitution, confining the President to one term. 


Whereas for many years there has been an in 
creasing conviction among the people without dis 
tinction of party, that one wielding the vast patron- 
age of the President, should not be a candidate for 
reélection, and this conviction has found expression 
in the solemn warnings of illustrious citizens, and 
in repeated propositions for an amendment of the 
Constitution confining the President to one term; 

Whereas Andrew Jackson was so fully impressed 
by the peril to republican institutions from the temp - 
tations acting on a President, who wielding the vast 
patronage of his office, is a candidate for re“lection, 
that, in his first annual message, he called atten- 
tion to it; that, in his second annual wessage, after 
setting forth the design of the Constitution “to 
secure the independence of each department of Coy 
ernment and promote the healthful and equitable 
administration of all the trusts which it hasecreated,’’ 
he did not hesitate to say, “the agent most likely to 
contravene this design of the Constitution is tho 
Chief Magistrate,’’ and then proceeded to declare, 
“In order particularly, that this appointment may, 
as fur as possible, be placed beyoud the reach of any 
improper influences; in orderthat he may approach 
the solemn responsibilities of the highest oflice—the 
gift of a free people uncommitted to any other course 
than the strict line of constitutional duty ; and that 
the securities for this independence may be rendered 
as strong asthe nature of power andthe weakness of 
its possessor will admit, Leannot too earnestly invite 
your attention to the propriety of promoting such 
amendments of the Constitution as will render him 
and then, 
again, in histhird annual message, the same Pr: 
ident renewed this patriotic appeal ; 

Whereas William Henry Harrison, following inthe 
footsteps of Andrew Jackson, felt it a primary duty, 
in accepting his nomination as President, to assert 
the One-''erm principle in these explicit words: 
‘Among the principles proper to be adopted by an 
Iixecutive sincerely desiring to restorethe Adminis- 
tration to its original simplicity and purity, Ll deem 
first, to confine his 
services to a single term;” and, then, in public 
speech during the canvass, whic ended in his elee- 
tion, declared, “If the privilege of being President 
of the United States had been limited to one term, 


| the incumbent would devote all his time to the pub 


lic interest, and there would be no cause to misrule 
the country,’’ and he concluded by pledging himself 
* before Heaven and earth, if elected President of 
the United States, to lay down atthe end of the term 
faithfally, that high trust at the feet of the people ;’’ 
Whereas Henry Clay, though differing much froin 
Andrew Jackson, united with him on the One-Term 
principle, and publicly enforced it in a speech, June 
27, 1840, where, after asking for “a provision to ren- 
der a person ineligible to the office of President of 
the United States after a service of one term,’’ lie 
explained the necessity of the amendment by saying, 
**Much observation and deliberate reflection lave 
satisfied me that too much of the time, the thoughts, 
and the exertions, of the incumbent, are occupied 
during the first term in securing his reélection. The 
public business consequently suffers;”? and then, 
again, in a letter dated September 15, 1442, while 
setting forth what he calls “principal objects en 
gaging the common desire and common exertion of 
the Whig party,” the same statesman specifies, “An 
amendment to the Constitution, limiting the ineum- 
bent of the Presidential office to a single term ;’’ 
Whereas the Whig party in its National Conven- 
tion at Baltimore, May 1, 1$44, nominated Henry 
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and Theodore Frelinghuysen as 


President, with a piatiorm where *" &# Single 
rm for the P lency I 1 ired to be among 
e great princis e Whig party; principl 


public he 


inseparable from tho | nor and prosperity, 
to be maintained and advanced by the election ol 
these candidates;’’ which declaration was echoed at 


vidressed 


vas resolved that “the 


in immonse meeting in Monument square 
py Daniel Webeter, where it 


limitat President to a sin term’’ was 

6 object for which the Whig party will 

unceasingly strive until their efforts are crowned 
‘ a signal and triumphant success ;’’ 

Whereas in the same spirit and in barmony with 

t e authorities, another statesman, Benjamin F. 

Wade, at the close of his long service in the Senate, 

nestly urged an amendment of the Conati- 

n confining the President to one term, ond in 

} | h on that i wuary : 1866, said, 

rh i of this resolu nis no new impulse 

f mine, for Lhave been an advocate of the principle 

tained in it for many years, and | have derived 

the strong impre ns Ww i Ll entertain on the sub- 

ma vers rrefal of rvation of the workings 


of our Government during the period that I bave 


been an obserter of them. IL believe it has been 
very rare that we have been able toelecta President 
of the United Btates who has not been tempted to 


wer rusted to him according to 
own opi i to iva his re lection;”’ “un 
then after exy it length the necessity of this 
mendment, the veteran Senator further declared, 
‘There are d t nthe Conetitution, and this is 
mong the m tring All men have seen it, and 
now let us have the nervy let us have the resolution 
to cou ' lapply the remedy ;”’ 
Whereas these testimonies, revealing intense and 
le-spread convictions of the American people 


observations of De 
j yuevill he remarkable Frenchman, to whom 

under such great and lasting obliga- 
tions in his famous work, on Democracy in America, 
ds of singular clearness and 


» reinforeed by the friendly 


‘ iva, in Wwe 


. ‘Intrigue and corruption are vices natural 
to clective Governments. But when the chief of the 
Governmer t can be reéleected, those vices extend 


indetinitely and compromise even the existence of 


country. Whenasimple candidate seeks success 
by intrigue, maneuvers can oporate only over a 
corcumscribed apace. When on thecontrary the chief 
of the Government himselfentersa the ranks of can- 
didates, he borrows for his own proper use the force 
of the Government. Inthe first case, it is one man 


with his feeble means; in the second, it is the Gov- 
ernmentitself with its immense resources, which in- 
trigues and corrupts;”’ and then, again, the same 
great writer, who had studied our country so closely, 


testifies: “lt is impossible to consider the ordinary 


course of affairs in the United States without per- | 


eiving that the desireto be revlected dominates the 

thoughts of the President; that all the policy of his 
Administration tendsto this point; that his least 
movements are subordinated to thia object; that in 
proportion asthe moment of erisis approaches, indi- 
vidual interest substitutes itself in his mind for the 
eneral interest:” 

W herevsall these concurring voices, where patriot- 
isin, eXperience, and reason bear testimony, have 
miditional value ata moment when the country is 
looking anxiously to a reform of the civil service, 
for the plain reason, that the peril from the Chief 
Magistrate, so long as he is exposed to temptation, 

urpassos that from any other quarter, and thus the 
first stage in this much-desired reform is the One- 
‘Term principle, to the end that the President, who 
exercises the appointing power, reaching into all 
parts of the country and holding in subordination a 
multiitudinous army of office-holders, shall be abso- 
lutely without motive or inducement to employ it 
lor any other purpose than the publie good; 

And whereas the character of Republican Insti- 
tutions requires that the Chief Magistrate shall he 
ubove all suspicion of using the machinery of which 
he is the official head to promote his own personal 
aims: Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senateand House of Renresent- 
atives, &e., That the following article is hereby pro- 
posed as an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, and when ratified by the Legislatures 
of three fourths of the several States, shall be valid to 
nll intents and purposes, as part of the Constitution; 


to Wit: 
ARTICLE —. 
Sec. 1. No person who has once held the office of 


President of the United States shall be thereafter 
cligible to that office. 


SEC. 2, This ainendment shall not take effect until 
aftor the 4th March, 1873. 


Mr. SUMNER. I shall not ask to-day for 
the second reading of the resolution, I con- 
tent myself with asking that itbe printed. The 
Senate will observe that if adopted it is not to 


gO into operation until after the 4th of March, | 


1873. So itis certainly redeemed from any 
possible question arising from the partialities 
of any Senator for any candidate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts asks that the joint 
resolution be printed and lie on the table. 
That order will be entered. 

Mr. THURMAN. Does the Senator desire 
to have the resolution referred to any com- 
mittee? ‘ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr. SUMNER. 


hat 


Not at present. It has 


x to-day. 


1 one readin 

| MAIL CONTRACTS, 

| Mr. KELLOGG. I ask leave to introduce 

| a bill without previous notice, and I crave the 
ind ilgence of the Senate while three or four 
sections of the bill are read, and I desire also 
to say a word or two in explanation of the 
provisions of the bill. They are very practi- 
cal, and require immediate attention. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 425) relating to 
proposals and contracts for the transportation 
of the mails, and for other purposes; which 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I now desire to have the 
portion of the bill that [ have marked read 
in extenso. 

I'he Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Src. 1. Be it enacted, &c., That any person or per- 
sons bidding for the transportation of the mails upon 
any route which may be advertised to be let, and 
receiving an award of the contract for such service, 
who ehall refuse or fail to enter into contract with 
the Postmaster General in due form and perform 
the service described in his or their bid or proposal, 


or whoshall withdraw, or attempt to withdraw, after | 


the day appointed for the opening thereof, any bid 
or proposal be or they may have made for such ser- 
vice, shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and be punished by a fine not 
exceeding —— dollars, and by imprisonment not 
exceeding monuthe, 

SKo. 2. That no bidder for carrying the mails shall 

i 





GLOBE. 


| 


| do the service, were in default, 


be released from his obligation under his bid or || 
proposal, nothwithstanding an award made to a | 
lower bidder, until acontract for the designated ser- | 


i vice shall have been duly signed by such lower bid- 


| der and accepted and the service entered upon and | 


performed by the contractor to the satisfaction of 


| the Postmaster General. 
| Sec. 3. That the Postmaster General shall have 
| power to reject bids for mail service which shall 
appear to him, upon due investigation, to be fraud- 
| ulentor fictitious. ; 
| Sec. 4. That after a regular bidder or contractor 
| shall have failed either to enter into contract, or to 
| fulfill his contract when made, the Postmaster Gen- 
| eral shall proceed to contracton the best obtainable 
| terme with any responsible party, whether a bidder 
| or not, for the performance of the service for the 
residue of the contract term, orany part thereof. 
Sec. 5. That the provision of the fourth section of 
| the act of March 3, 1871, requiring certified checks 
| or drafts to accompany bids, be so amended as to fix 
| the amount of the certified check or draft to accom- 


pany bids for service on each route at five per cent. | 


| of the last regular contract price per annum onsaid 
| route where the contract price exceeded $5,000. 

} 

| 

| 


Mr. KELLOGG. 
practical bill, and one that I thought required 

|} immediate attention. It is intended to ecor- 
rect an abuse that has obtained considerable 
| magnitude, especially in the South. Every one 
| knows that the war swept away all the mail 
service of the South. The reéstablishment of 





that service has been a work at once difficult | 


and delicate. But, sir, in the southern States, 
especially in the southwestern States, embrac- 


ing the State that I have the honor in part to | 


t 


represent, perhaps, to a greater extentthan any | 
other State in the South, this difficulty has | 
crown to be so formidable, the business is in | 


the hands of parties who are so adroit, who 
have formed a combination so effective, as 
practically to set at defiance all the require- 
ments and safeguards of the law, to defy the 
Post Office Department, and virtually compel 


the Postmaster General to give the mail ser- | 


vice of those States to contractors who apply | 
7.4 


for it, not as contractors for a term of years || 


under the old law of 1886, but for a few 
|| months, temporary service, at an exorbitant 
| price. 
| ‘This ean be obviated in no other way than 
by some sach law as this, stringent as [ admit 
it to be in its provisions and rather extraor- 
dinary in some respects. It is intended to 


obviate this difficulty, and cut off the efforts | 


of these two classes to plunder the Treasury. 
|} One is the contractor who really intends to 
carry the mail if he can get the award, and the 
|| other is the intermediary or middleman, the 
| 8traw-bidder as he is sometimes termed, who 


|| puts his bid upon file, makes his application | 


determined to procure the award simply be- 
| cause it is below a paying figure, so to speak, 








December 21, 





———— 


This bill pro. 





the contractor to buy him out, 
poses to remove that difficulty. 
I hope my friend trom Minnesota, the chair- 
man of the Post Othce Committee, [Mr. Ray. 
sey,] will see that this measure 18 pressed 
to a speedy consummation, for it is very im- 
portant to us at the South. Let me illustrate 
the state of things it seeksto reach. Some. 
what over a year ago, as is provided under the 
old law and as has been the practice for over 
thirty years, under the act of 1836, the Post 
master General advertised for mail service, at 
considerable expense to the Government. The 
bids were opened in May and June last. On 
the Ist of July the awards were made, and the 
result was that nine tenths-of the bidders who 
received contracts, when they were required to 
Then the Post 
master General was compelled to readvertise, 
and let out this mail service to temporary con. 
tractors at an exorbitant price. He appealed 
to the Attorney General, and the Attorney 
General decided that under the law of 1836 as it 
exists on the statute-book, the Postmaster Gen- 
eral had no discretion in the premises, but 
was absolutely compelled and restricted to 
accept the lowest bidder or resort to tempo- 
rary service. The lowest bidder having been 
in default, he was compelled thus to resort to 
temporary service. He advertised again, as 
that was his only resource. On the Ist of 
November, or thereabout, the bids were again 


/opened, when it was found there were one 





I stated that that was a || 


hundred and ninety defaults, and only two 
of those awarded contracts were bona fide bid- 
dera, the rest were straw-bidders. He adver- 
tised under the law of Congress passed in 
March, which provided what was supposed to be 
a salutary and sufficient safeguard, that a cer- 
tified check of five per cent. of the amount pro- 
posed as compensation for carrying the mail, 
where the amount was over $5,000, should be 
deposited with the bid as evidence of the good 
faith of the bidder; but the fact was shown 
tobe that, with two orthree exceptions, all who 
made propositions as straw-bidders put in 
their bids at a less amount than $5,000, thus 
avoiding that provision of the law. 

This temporary service expires on the Ist 
day of January, within a few days. Then the 
Postmaster General must advertise again. 
There is no way of obviating this difficulty ex- 
cept by the passage of a bill with stringent 
requirements, like this or something similar ; 
first, make it a misdemeanor for any man to 
submit a proposition to perform the mail ser- 
vice uniess he in good bith makes that pro- 
posal, aud unless when the award is made to 
him he carries it out in good faith; and sec- 
ond, give the Postmaster General the right, in 
the event of a bid being manifestly fraudulent 
and fictitious, to reject it and award the service 
to any man who will carry the mail efficiently 
and effectively and perform the service as it 
ought to be performed, at the lowest possible 
price, whether he be a bidder or not. And 
more than that, the five per cent. that is to 
accompany the bid in a certified check of the 
bidder, which the present law, passed in March 
last, provides shall be deposited where the 
amount of the bid is over $5,000, should not be 
five per cent. on amounts over $5,000, but five 


| per cent. of the last regular contract price for 


| ance. 


which the service has been performed. 
This is a matter of a good deal of import- 
It is practical and demands immediate 


-action. When I hear on all sides suggestions for 


‘‘reform,’’ and for ‘‘stopping the leaks in the 


| Treasury,’’ I respectfullysubmit this bill for the 


consideration of the Senate, and especially for 
the consideration of the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. It should have been 
acted upon before, because this evil could have 
been eradicated, and then this exorbitant and 
temporary service would not have been com- 
pelled to be continued by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral after the Ist of January. ‘Thus a leak of 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in five or six 


|| and then, having received the award, compel || States alone could have been stopped. 
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Sir, every mail brings me letters from all 
arts of the State that I represent, and from 
different States ofthe South, complaining bit- 
terly of the inefficiency of the mail service. I 
have jast received a letter from the publisher 
of the New Orleans Times, one of the largest 
and most extensively circulated newspapers in | 
the South, bitterly complaining of the hin- 
derance that his paper is subjected to by the lack 
of adequate mail facilities. Now the service is 
in the hands of adventurers and sharpers, who 
are plundering the Treasury. 


+? 


This condition of things is by no means the || 


fault of the Postmaster General. He has done 
all he could to remedy these evils, and he 
recommended in his recent report a remedy 
such as is proposed by this bill. 

Let this reform be inaugurated, and one 
decisiveand practical step will have been taken 
in the direction that we all profess to desire so | 


much to obtain. || 


The bill was referred to the Committee on | 
Post Offices and Post Roads, and ordered to | 
be printed. 


LEASE OF SAMANA BAY. 


Mr. SUMNER. I offer a resolution of in- 
quiry addressed to the Committee of Retrench- 
ment, and as it is in my own handwriting, | 
with the permission of the Chair, I will read it: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Investigation 
and Retrenchment be instructed to inquire if any | 
moneys have been paid on account of any asserted | 
lease of the bay of Samana to the United States, and | 
if so, by whom, out of what fund, and to what | 
amount; also, if such moneys in any part have been 
paid oy private persons, then to report the names of 

| 
| 


such persons, with their business and inducement to 
this outlay, andif they are interested in land grants 
or other speculations in the island of St. Domingo, 
and if there has been any understanding on their 
part that such moneys should be refunded by the | 
United States; also, to ascertain the application of | 
such moneys, and the agent in disbursing the same; | 
with power to examine witnesses and send for per- | 
sons and papers. | 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the | 
Senator ask for the present consideration of 
the resolution ? 

Mr. SUMNER. I do. | 

Mr. CONKLING. Letushaveit read from | 
the desk, 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


resolution ? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 


Senator from Massachusetts to amend 


the money. To cover the whole question, it 
ought to be whether there is any understand- 


ing at all on either side or both sides, if there | 


Therefore I | 


is any fact on which to base it. 
move to strike out in that clause the words 
‘on their part.’’ 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The res- 
olation will be so modified. 

‘he resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 


SENATOR FROM ALABAMA, 


_ Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I offer the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That George Goldthwaite be permitted 
to take a seat in this body as a Senator from the 
Mtate of Alabama upon taking the proper oath; and 
that the Committeeon Privileges and Hiections pro- 


ceed hereafter to consider the grounds on which his | 
right to a seat is contested, and hereafter make | 


report to the Senate thereon. 


Mr. President, I will make a brief statement, | 


as that is a matter of privilege, and ask the 
Senate to consider it. 

Mr. CONKLING. It is not a matter of 
privilege, I suggest, to consider it to-day. The 
Senator has a right to offer the resolution. 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, I will ask unani- 
mous consent for its consideration; and when 
I have made my statement, I think there will 
be no objection. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sen- 
ator from Ohio asks unanimous consent that 


Is there || 
objection to the present consideration of the || Goldthwaite. I 
The Chair hears none. | 
I would suggest to the | 
that | 
resolution where it speaks of ‘any under- | 
standing on their part,’’ that is, on the part of | 
persons who may have been supposed to pay | 


the Senate proceed to the consideration of the 


| resolution submitted by him. 


Mr. CONKLING. I do not object to the 
Senator submitting any remarks, but I reserve 
my right to object afterward to the considera- 
tion of the resolution. 

Mr. THURMAN. Ifthe Senate will hear me 
five minutes, I think there will be no objection. 

Mr. CONKLING. I have no objection to 
hearing the Senator, if afterward the right to 
object to the resolution is reserved. 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. It will be 
remembered that at the last session the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections reported a 
resolution that George Goldthwaite and Foster 
Blodgett be permitted to take their seats in 
this body upon taking the proper oaths, and 
that the grounds of contest of their election 
be afterward considered by that committee 
and reported upon to the Senate. So far as 
Goldthwaite was concerned that report was 
unanimous on the part of the committee, as 
| appears by the report itself, a copy of which I 
hold in my hand. It went upon the ground, 
which has been observed ever since this Gov- 
ernment was formed, that the certificate of 
election of a Senator was prima facie evidence 
of his right to a seat and suflicient until it 
was overthrown; that he was entitled on that 
| prima facie case to his seat in the body, and 
if any one said he was not entitled to it the 
contestant was bound to overthrow that prima 
facie case by sufficient charges and sufficient 
testimony, but that in the mean time the Sen- 
| ator was entitled to his seat on his prima facie 
case. 

There was not, and there is not, as I had 
occasion to observe then, after a most careful 
examination of all the precedents, a single 
case in the whole history of this Government 
in which that rule has been departed from. 
It has been as universal as any rule could be. 
If it had not been fora motion which was then 





| 
| 


gett, the resolution, I imagine, would have 
passed by the unanimous vote of the Senate. 
The Senate has now settled the question so far 
as Blodgett is concerned by seating Mr. Nor- 
woop, and that leaves the resolution reported 
by the committee applicable simply to Mr. 
offer this resolution as an 
original resolution, simply because it is more 
| convenient to do so than it is to make the 
amendments that would be necessary, a dozen, 
perhaps, in the resolation reported by the com- 
mittee at the last session and which applied to 
both cases. 

It will be observed that the resolution does 
|| not decide or profess to decide or intend to 
| decide any question of contest of Mr. Gold 
| thwaite’s right toaseat. The committee report 
| that his credentials are in proper form. They 
} 





make a prima facie case, therefore, for his 
admission to his seat, and all grounds of con- 
| test are reserved and remain to the Committee 
| on Privileges and Elections for investigation, 
| for the hearing of proof, and for a report to 


Under these circumstances, I hope that the 
Senate will not keep the State of Alabama 
| unrepresented in part any longer. This being 
| merely a resolution founded on a prima _ facie 
| case, what has been regarded and decided from 
the foundation of the Government to be a 
prima facie case, I hope there will be no ob- 
jection to the present consideration and pas- 
sage of this resolution, and I ask that the Sen- 
ate before deciding this matter will hear the 
|| chairman of the Committee on Privileges and 
| Elections on the subject 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the present consideration of the 
resolution ? 
Mr. SHERMAN, 
chairman. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the 
|| Senator from Ohio desire to reserve the right 
|| to object to the present consideration of the 
\| resolution ? 





I should like to hear the 
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Mr. SHERMAN. 
| Senator from Indiana, 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


I do, until I hear the 


The Sen- 


| 
|| ator reserves the right to object, but does not 


made, to strike out the name of Foster Blod- | 


| exercise it now. 

Mr. MORTON. I will state that this ques- 
tion is not before the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections ; it is before the Senate. There 
was a protest presented against Mr. Gold- 
thwaite at the last session, which I believe is 
before the Senate. It is perhaps right that 
[ should state the attitude of the question as I 
understand it. 

That protest urged that some of tha members 
of the Legislature by which Mr. Goldthwaite 
was chosen had been elected by fraud, per: 
haps by stuffing the ballot-boxes or by deter- 
ring persons from voting. Another allegation 
was that one member of the Legislature had 
taken his seat without having had a certifi- 
cate of election, and without having received 
a majority of the votes cast at the election. 
Another ground was, that several members of 
the Legislature, perhaps more than the num- 
ber that constituted Mr. Goldthwaite’s major- 
ity, were under disabilities imposed by the 
fourteenth amendment. 

The committee reported the ease as a prima 
| facie case, for the action of the Senate, for him 
to take his seat until the question was decided. 
I know of nothing having been presented to 
the Senate since, and I believe nothing has 
been presented to the committee. My own 
views were these: that so far as the question 
of election of members of the Legislature by 
fraud was concerned, that was a matter to be 
determined by the Legislature itself, and that 
we could not go behind its decision upon the 
question. As to whether a member had been 
allowed to take his seat without having had a 
certificate of election and without having re- 
ceived a majority of the votes cast, that was 
also a question to be determined by the Legis- 
lature, and we could not go behind its decision. 
As to the question whether members of the 
Legislature were under disabilities imposed by 
the Constitution of the United States, I held 
that that was a question which this Senate had 
a right to inquire into. 

I belive my position upon that point was cor- 
rect, that if the members of a Legislature, or 
| those composing the majority that elected the 








| the Senate, when the Senate can actupon them. | 


Senator, had taken their seats in violation of 
the Constitution of the United States, we have 
aright to go into that question, and that no 
man has aright to hold a seat in this body who 
| is elected by the votes of persons who are hold- 
ing their seats inthe Legislature in violation of 
the Constitution. I will furtherstate, in regard 
tothat question, that there were no names given 
|| or specifications made of the petsons who were 

holding seats in that Legislature in violation of 
| the fourteenth amendment. There was noth- 
ing presented upon that subject upon which the 
| committee could act at the time, and so far 
as I know, nothing has ever been presented to 
the Senate. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Under the circumstances, 
I think this resolntion ought to be referred to 
|| the committee. The chairman of the commit- 
tee says they have not had the matter before 
them. We certainly should have had a report 
long ago from that committee about this reso- 
lution. 

Mr. THURMAN. If my colleagne will 
allow meto interrupt him for a moment, | 
will say that this resolution is exactly the res- 
| olution reported by the committee, and if my 
colleague prefers it, I will move totake up the 
resolution reported by the committee and make 
the necessary amendments; but I thought it 
simpler to write out the resolution and offer it? 
| originally, just as it would be if the resolution | 
reported by the committee were taken up and 
amended as it would have to be. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ido not remember that 
|| this was the resolution of the committee. 

Mr. THURMAN. Why, here it is; and I 
have copied it in totidem verbis, leaving out 
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bese ' 
the other case, reported unanimously by the 
committee so far as Gi ldthwaite is concerned. 
[ask nothing but what has been done twenty 
times in this body—allow a Senator to take 
is seat o 


} NY 
Tis. VO ONE 


his prima facie case, his creden- 
can have forgotten the 
ease of Potter and Robbins, where two Sen 
ators presented credentials at the very same 

me, and the Senate decided that the Senator 
on was earliest in date was prima 


great 


rose elect 


facie entitled to his seat, and seated him 
idve Robbins. Then there was the Shields 

case, and there are a dozen other cases that I 

might refer to. In fact, as I stated at the last 


on of the Senate, there is not one case to 
contrary. Ido hope the Senate will not 
depart from its usage. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I was a 


Committee on Privilege 


member of the 
3 and Elections at the 
ition was reported, and, accord- 
ing to my recollection, the Senator from Ohio 
t taken his seat was decidedly and 


' 
ime that reso 


vho has ju 
ai ‘tinetly oOpy osed to that resolution. 

Mr. THURMAN, Only so far as Blodgett 
was concerned. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Precisely. The 
was for admitting one and rejecting the other, 
and | could not see why the rule should apply 
tv the one and not to the other. 

Mr. THURMAN. =I did. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Now the case to which the 
Senator did object having been determined, 
the Senator is willing that the other should 
I favored that resolution as putting 
The Sen- 
He thought, I 

ippose, and in his own mind drew a distine- 
lion enough in ;to make a differ- 
any. I thought the 
to be urged against the admission 
of Blodgett to a seat on this floor were equally 
to be urged against the Senator from Alabama. 
i could not see any difference then, and I do 
not sec Any now, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think this resolution 
( ught to be referredto the Committee on Privi- 
tleges and Elections, and unless that is done I 
ishall object to it. [am perfectly willing that 
the matter should be considered and reported 
on the first day of the session after the holi- 
days, because I think it ought to be. 

My objection to the admission of Mr. Gold- 
thwaite was not stated by the Senator from In- 
diana, 


Senator 


Cone ith. 
them both upon the same ground. 
i r from Ohio did not do so. 


the two case 
ence, | coul l not see 


’ 
oOmechotr 


The allegation of the members elected 
to the Legislature was, that by organized force 
and violence, extending over large regions of 
the State of Alabama, the local authority was 
subverted, and that no elections were held in 
certain counties. That is a very different case 
from an ordinary election fraud. That is a case 
which ought to have been determined by testi- 
mony taken before the committee of which 
the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Scorr] 
is chairman. If my colleague thinks it will 
promote the examination of this matter to re- 
ler it to the committee, to act upon it during 
the recess, I have no objection to that dispo- 
sition of it; but otherwise I shall object to it. 

Mr. THURMAN. I repeat I do not ask to 
stop any investigation on this subject. My 
resolution, in fact, instructs the committee to 
go on and make the investigation; but the 
question is, are you going to keep this Sen- 
ator, who has the proper credentials and a 
prima facie case, out of his seat for years, as 
it would require perhaps years to make the 
investigation suggested by my colleague? Are 
you going to deprive the State of Alabama of 
half of her representation for six or eight 
months, until you can take all the testimony 
about a general election in the State of Ala- 
bama, or are you going to follow the prece- 
dent set for forty years in this body, and admit 
the Senator on his credentials, prima facie, to 
his seat? That is the whole question. 

If | had time I could answer the suggestion 
made by my friend from Maine, [Mr. Ham- 
Lin;] but I Lave not time to do it. T hope 
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passed. It is a question of privilege, and I 
think it is fairly entitled to be considered. I 
hope my colleague will not insist on keeping 
a man outof his seat, and depriving a State of 
one half of its representation here, to go into 
an investigation that may take months. Let the 
committee go on with the investigation. 
not think the people who are contesting this 
matter are very much in earnest about it, for 


they have never laid one particle of testimony | 


before that committee, though they have had 
months in which to do it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will say to my colleague 
that the testimony has been taken already by 
the committee of which the Senator from 


Pennsylvania [Mr. Scorr] is chairman; but | 


I am perfectly willing that the whole matter 
shall be referred to the Committee on Elec- 
tions and let them decide it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour 
of one o'clock having arrived, it becomes the 
duty of the Chair to call up the special order, 
which is the unfinished business of yesterday, 
being the amnesty bill. 


NEW YORK POST OFFICER DEFALCATION. 
Mr. SAWYER. I should like to ask the 


favor of my colleague to allow me to present 
a resolution which will not occupy a moment. 


[ tried to do it during the morning hour, but | 


the whole hour has been taken up by other 
matters, 

Mr. ROBERTSON, If it does not create 
any discussion, I will not object. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The res- 


olution will be read for information. 


The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed 
to inform the Senate what persons were sureties on 
the official bond of Mr. Norton, the late defaulting 
money-order clerk in the New York city post office, 
ifhe had given such bond, and if otherwise who 
were sureties on the official bond of such other offi- 


eer as may have been responsible for the official con- | 


duct of said Norton; the amount to which such 
sureties were severally bound, whether the amount 


of the defaleation of said Norton has been repaid | 
into the Treasury, and if otherwise, what steps, if | 
any, have been taken tosecure such repayment by | 


suits against such sureties, or otherwise. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous | 


consent, and agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE TIOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announeed 
that the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 
374) to provide for the appointment of a com- 
mission on the subject of the wages and hours of 
labor and the division of profits between labor 
and capital in the United States ; in which the 
concurrence of the Senate was requested. 

POST ROADS. 


Mr. RAMSEY. Now I should like to have 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to dis- 
pose of the two post route bills which I reported 
this morning. They need not be read. They 
contain merely a recital of the post routes to 
be created. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. They ought to be read. 

Mr. RAMSEY. They are House bills, and 
there is a great anxiety that they should pass 
before the spring letting, and unless they are 
passed now they will lose that advantage. 
They include roads on which service is much 


| desired, and the bills should be acted upon at 


once. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sen- 
ator from Minnesota asks the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to consider at this time two 
bills reported by him this morning for the 
establishment of post roads. : 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I shall not object if 
they do not give rise to any debate, 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in 


| Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 


sider the bill (H. R. No. 777) to establish post 
roads, 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 


that this resolution will be taken up and || the third time, and passed. 


I do | 
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Mr. RAMSEY. Now I ask the Senate to 

'| take up the other bill. 
| _ By unanimous consent, the Senate, ag jn 
1 Committee of the Whole, proceeded to eon. 
| sider the bill (H. R. No. 774) to estab) 
‘| post roads. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. STEWART. With the permission of 
the Senator from South Carolina, I ask to 
have an order made for the withdrawal of 
certain papers. At a former Congress the 

etition and papers of Hiram C. Lillie, pray. 
ing for the passage of an act confirming io 
him a certain tract of land in California, were 
presented here and referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. Among those papers 
were certain maps and other documents. The 
committee reported back the case, and recom. 
mended its indefinite postponement. Ido not 
see any impropricty in allowing the papers to 
be withdrawn, although I am not sufficiently 
advised as to whether they can be withdrawn 
after that kind of a report has been made, [ 
should judge, from the appearance of the 
papers, that they would be valuable to him in 
the matter of his title. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is com- 
petent for the Senate to give leave for the 
withdrawal of papers. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think copies ought to 
be taken if they are valuable papers. 1 have 
no objection to their being eines if copies 
are retained. 

Mr. STEWART. Very well; let that be 
done. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there 
be no objection, that order will be made. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Nowlet us have the reg- 
ular order, or else the whole day will be taken 
up with other business. We shall have no 
time to consider the important subject of am- 
nesty if we do not go on with it. 

Mr. CORBETT. I desire to present a bill 
for reference to the Committee on Finance. 
The Senator from South Carolina consents, I 
believe. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I can readily believe 
that the Senator from South Carolina would 
be willing to consent to yield down to four 
o'clock, because that attains his object; but 
inasmuch as some of the rest of us may wish 
to proceed with the business in hand, I hope 
we shall do so. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reg- 
ular order being called for, it is now before 
the Senate. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I ask unanimous con- 
sent to make a personal explanation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sen- 
ator from Arkansas rises to a personal explan- 
ation, 

Mr. CLAYTON. I send to the Secretary's 
desk a copy of this morning’s Chronicle, and 
I ask to have read the paragraph which I have 
marked. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

“War Declared against Senator Clayton.—Several 
prominent gentlemen from Arkansas are now here 
for the purpose of having Senator CLAYTON expelled 
from the United StatesSenate. They have filed with 
the Judiciary Committce affidavits of the secretary 
of State of Arkansas and others, charging Senator 
CLAYTON with falsification of record in certifying 
that Joun Epwarps was elected Representative in 
Congress, when, according to record made at the time 
the certificate was given, Boles, hiscompetitor, had 
been elected by twenty-one hundred majority. The 
Judiciary Committee has had two meetings on thie 
case, and will resume consideration of itimmediately 
after the holiday recess. Several Senators are 0 
opinion that if this and other charges brought against 
Senator CLAYTON prove to be true, he must be ex- 


pelled. He professes to be undisturbed about the 
matter, and says he will come out allright in the end. 


Mr. CLAYTON. It is not my intention at 
this time to g into the question whether war 
has been declared on any person; butas it 1s 


ish 
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alleged in that article that an investigation has 
been going on fortwo days before the Judiciary 


Comm 
occup, 


ask t 


forn 
Mr. 
ing of 


10 


tee. 
of thi 
is not 
the ct 
subje 
come 
Mr 
Mr. | 


Th 
result 
No. 
ical | 
of tl 
the 
pent 
Mr. 
prov 
the | 

An 
cons 
or a 
Sens 
offic: 

M 
nay 
‘| 
tak 
¥! 
well 
dn 
huy 
mol 

Rie 

don 

N 

Cod 

Fer 

lan 

Le 

Sel 

Tir 

A 

Col 

lho 


an 


= = | 








of 
. to 
of 
the 


10 
ere 
tee 
ers 
‘he 
ym- 
not 
sto 
tly 


wn 


the 


in 


m- 
he 


to 
ve 
les 


be 


re 


fe 





——— — ee eee —— 


—— — . ape ee 





| 
Committee touching the right of myself to | will allow me, I should like to suggest to him 
oceupy & seat in this body, I only desire to || that if his point is that this amendment is not 
ack the chairman of that committee what || germane, that is a point wholly foreign to the 
‘formation he has upon that subject? | one submitted to the Chair. If, however, his 
Mr. TRUMBULL, There has been noth- || point is that a different measure of majority is 
‘ng of the kind before the Judiciary Commit- || necessary in the one case than in the other, then 
tee, This is the first | ever heard of anything || I submit to him that, if his point be good, the 
of this character. The Senator from Arkansas | bill could not beamended at all, because | can 
‘; not on trial before that committee, nor has || conceive of no amendment to this bill which 
the committee had any meeting upon any such |} would not prevail as an amendment by a ma- 
subject. I know nothing about it. It has not || jority vote ; whether the bill, as amended, could 
come to my knowledge. || be consummated would depend upon whether 
Mr. CLAYTON. Thatisall Idesire to say, || two thirds voted for it; but I suggest to the 
Mr. President. || Senator that, if the point he now submits is a 
POLITICAL DISABILITIES. ’ 
4 s , , | treated like the laws of the Medes and Per- 
fhe Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, || |. 
3 ; ; ° sians, cannot be amended at all, because the 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. || a... : a 
c : r : . || Chair cannot ascertain in advance whether 
No. 380) for the removal of legal and polit- || ~~ “ee ip pema~ i 
‘oal disabilities imposed by the third section || ee ee a ee Oe en 
ical disal aS 7 | The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Debate is 
of the fourteenth article of amendments to . . . : ‘hos 
Fendtiation GE tes United Siaies, the |i not in order until the judgment of the Chair 
the Vonstitu ene or oe - \| has been rendered, and then it will be in order 


. : : a 
pending question being on the amendment of || iia i aie” cobain relia mali lone deka 
Mr. Morton, which was to add an additional |) ay ay: ae eae 
Mr. 4 3 1 ; - || The Chair has no difficulty in overruling the 
proviso to come in after the eleventh line of || 
he first page of the bill, as follows: er. ; 
we +“ P i oa a T. a , o fo amendment to the Constitution, and in the ac- 
And provided further, Tha 11s act shall not be : saties 70 at} : 
construed to relate back to or validate the election | tion upon ee ati 8, every question short of the 
or appointment of any person to the position of || final vote is decided by a majority. 
Senator or Representative in Congress, or to any Mr. THURMAN. I appeal, if the Chair 
oflice, civil or military, under the United States. pleases 
Mr. MORTON. I ask for the yeas and || The PRESIDENT protempore. The ques- 
nays on the amendment. . | tion is, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair stand 
‘The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being || as the judgment of the Senate ?”’ 
taken, resulted—yeas 28, nays 29; as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs.Ames, Anthony, Buckingham,Cald- 
well,Carpenter, Chandler,Clayton,Conkling,Corbett, 
Ldmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Freling- | 
huysen. Hamlin. Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Ver- 
mount, Morton, Nye, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, 





rule upon which the Chair bases its decision 
at all. In my opinion, that is a wholly differ- 
|ent thing. Ido not deny that this bill may 
' ( st be amended by a majority vote. That is not 
Rice, Sawyer, Scott, Spencer, Sumner, and Win- || the question atall. The question relates to 
dom—28. 5 y ‘ ‘ ; 
NAYS—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Blair, Casserly, the nature of the amendment. . 
Cooper, Revs of Keotueky, Devise of a est Vegas The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair, 
Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, Hamilton of Mary- || £2 , ar 
land, Hill, Hitcheock, Johnston, Kelloge, Kelly, | the n, misunderstood the point raised by the 
Lewis, Logan, Norwood, Robertson, Saulsbury, || Senator. 7 ‘ 
Schurz, Ghermen. Gatomton, Brophton, Thurman, || Mr. THURMAN. Iknow that the bill may 
Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, an est—29. a dee Wika: a 
ABSENT—Messrs. Boreman, Brownlow, Cameron, be amended by a majority vote. That is very 
Cole, Cragin, Gilbert, Hamilton of ‘Texas, Harlan, |) true. 


llowe, Osborn, Patterson, Sprague, Stewart, Wilson, The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Will the 
and Wright—15. | 


| Senator then state his point of order? 
So the amendment was not agreed to. Mr. THURMAN. i 


Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, my amend- |) of order, that thisamendment being a measure 
ment is already on the table. I move it now || which, if it stood by itself, could pass by a 
as additional sections to the bill. | majority vote of the Senate, is not an amend- 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the || ment that is germane to this bill and that can 
Senator desire to have the amendment re- |; be attached to it, the bill itself requiring for its 
ported again? | passage the votes of two thirds of the Senate. 

Mr. SUMNER, It was read yesterday. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I rise to || ment is not in order. That is all. 

a question of order. It has beendecided that || Mr. THURMAN. It is notin order; that 
an amendment which it would require a two- || is my point. 

thirds vote to pass if it were an original biil 
rannot be offered to a bill that may be passed || it is. 

by a majority of the Senate, and that decision Mr. THURMAN. Very well; I appeal from 
was made by the Vice President, I believe at || the decision of the Chair. 

the last session of Congress. I rememberthat ||} Mr. CONKLING. The Chair did not mis- 
it was made. I believe I made the point of || understand the point. 

order myself. I think the converse of it is |} Mr. THURMAN. Ido not know; I maybe 
true, that a bill which could be carried by a || very thick-headed this morning; but I think the 
majority vote cannot be offered as an amend- || distinction is very clear between the decision 
ment to a bill that requires a two-thirds vote. || of the Chair and the principle upon which it is 
The reason is substantially the same, that the || placed and the ground upon which I make my 
number of Senators who can pass the two bills || pointof order. My point of order, stated in its 
is different in each case. I therefore make the || simplest terms—and that is sufficient, without 
point of order that the measure offered by the || going into the ground of it, for fam not bound 
Senator from Massachusetts, being a measure | to state the ground of my point of order in 
which, if it stood by itself, could be passed | stating the point itself; my point is that the 
by a majority vote of the Senate, cannot be || amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts 
offered as an amendment to a bill that requires || is not in order to this bill. That is a sufficient 
two thirds of the Senate. || statement of the point of order; and now for 

Mr. CONKLING. How, then, was the || the ground of it. The ground is, not that an 
amendment just voted upon in order? | amendment to this bill may not be made by a 

Mr. THURMAN. Ido not think it was; || majority vote; butthe ground is that an amend- 
but I did not see fit to make the point. || ment cannot be offered to this bill, which 

Mr. CONKLING. How would anyamend- || amendment, if it stood as an independent 
ment be in order? 
_ Mr. THURMAN. An amendment may be |) a law by a majority vote. That is my point. 
in order to the bill where it is germane to the || It has been decided, as I said before, that 
subject of removing political disabilities. || you cannot offer as an amendment to a bill 

Mr. CONKLING. I know that debate is |) which may pass by a majority vote an amend- 
not in order; but, if the Senator from Ohio || ment which by itself would require two thirds 











good one, the bill as it comes to us must be | 


point of order. In regard to resolutions of | 


Mr. THURMAN. I do not infringe that | 


have stated my point || 


Mr. EDMUNDS. That is, that this amend- || 


Mr. EDMUNDS. The Chair decides that || 


| measure in the Senate, could pass and become | 
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| to pass it. For instance, suppose that we had 
| here an appropriation bill or any bill, and vou 
were to move to that an amendment removing 
the disabilities of A B. That amendment 
would not be in order. It has been ruled not 

| to be in order. It would not be in order, be- 
cause it would require two thirds to pass the 
bill if that amendment were in it. So in this 

| case the converse of it ought to be equally tree, 
that an amendment which if it were an inde- 
| pendent measure could pass by a majority of 
the Senate, cannot be annexed to a bil! which 
requires two thirds for its passage. The rule 
is the same in both cases, or substantially the 
same. [admit that there may be some differ- 
ence between the two cases, but substantially 

it is the same rule. 
Now, what is this bill?) This is a bill under 

| the fourteenth article of amendment to the 
|| Constitution. That fourteenth article of 
|| amendment provides that Congress may by a 
| two-thirds vote of each House remove the dis- 
|| abilities imposed by that amendment. The 
|| bill, therefore, is limited to a single subject, 
| the removal of disabilities. It is a special 
|| case, made special by the Constitution itself, 

|| which overrides all parliamentary law. | 
|| requires a two-thirds vote; and the bill must 
| relate to that subject, and to that subject 
| alone. It is under the fourteenth article of 
amendment, and must relate to that subject 
alone; it cannot relate to other subjects. You 
| cannot tack to a bill to remove disabilities an 
appropriation bill, or a bill in regard to the 
| foreign relations of the country, or a bill in 
|| regard to the civil service of the country, ora 





| 
| 
| 
| 





|| bill to amend the practice of the courts of the 
| country, or the like. You cannot do any such 
| 


thing as that. The bill must be confined 


|| under that article of amendment to the Con- 
| stitution, to the subject of removing disabili- 
| ties; and a measure which has no relation at 
all to removing disabilities, which has nothing 
| to do with the removal of disabilities, and 
| which, if standing by itself, could be passed 
|| by a majority, is not germane to the subject of 
\| the bill for the removal of disabilities, is not 
| in order, because it is not germane to that 
| subject, but is a measure that, standing by 
|| itself as an independent measure, could pass 
| by a majority of the Senate. 
| I therefore insist upon it that the decision 
| of the Chair does not touch the question. | 
|| know this bill may be amended by a majority 
|| vote; but it cannot be amended by tacking to 
it a measure that is not at all germane to the 
| removal of disabilities, that has nothing to do 
\| with the removal of disabilities, but that ean 
| pass as an independent measure by a majority 
vote. 
|| Mr. POMEROY. I do not wish to take any 
|| part in this debate—— 
| Mr. BAYARD. Will the Senator from 
'| Kansas allow me to say merely one word as 
| to the precedent? 
| Mr. POMEROY. Certainly. 
| Mr. BAYARD. In confirmation of the views 
\? expressed by the Senator from Ohio, I would say 
| (and I believe it is proper that 1 should make 
| reference to a decision in the other House of 
| Congress on this subject, as a mere matter of 
precedent,) that when a bill for the removal 
of disabilities was before the other House, I 
| think a year ago, and a member from Massa- 
| chusetts proposed to incorporate in it a pro- 
| vision to release all officers acting under the 
authority of the Government of the United 
|| States for acts committed by them, whether 
| ex officio or of their individual motion, that 
| amendment was ruled out by the House, by 
| the judgment of the Speaker sustained by the 
| House, as being not germane to the bill, and 
| out of order. It was precisely of the same 
character as the amendment now offered by 
| the honorable Senator from Massachusetts. 
Mr. CONKLING. That was under the rules 
|| of the House. 
|| Mr. BAYARD. I think it was under the 
} parliamentary rule that in the first place an 
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amendment shall be germane to the subject 
of the bill, and in the next place that it would 
require two thirds to pass the law, and the 
proposition coutained in the amendmenttacked 
to it could become a law by a simple majority. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask my 
from Delaware aquestion? I ask him whether 
he states that to be a rule of parliamentary 
law? If 
Mr. Jefferson in his Manual says on page 255 
of the book my friend has in his hand. There, 
treating of the subject of amendment, Mr. 
Jefferson states the rule to be precisely the 
opposite of that which I understand my friend 
stated to be the parliamentary law. 

Mr. THURMAN, Willmy friend from Ver- 
mont allow me to interrupt him a moment? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish to be understood 
aright. I donotcontend at all that you may 
not in ordinary cases offer an amendment 
that is not germane to the bill. That may be 
one of the very means of killing a bill, accord- 
ing to parliamentary law. I admit you may 
offer the most absurd and incongruous pro- 
vision in the world, and have it adopted if you 
can, and thereby killthe bill. That is one of 
the modes of killing a bill. But what | insist 

that this bill is sué generis, that it 
under the fourteenth article of amend- 
the Constitution, and that to act in 
consistency with the spirit of that amendment 
this bill must be a bill relating to the removal 
of d That is my point. That 
constitutional provision overrides all parlia- 
mentary |aw, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


he does, 


upon ] 
comes 
ment to 


} 
sabilities alone. 


I think there is another 
reason why, if the will reflect one 
moment, the amendment offered by the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts is clearly not in order. 

We are 


Senate 


now acting upon a proposition to 
remove political disabilities. Chis proposi- 
tion passes by the vote of two thirds of each 


the President has noth- 
lhe bill proposed by the 
Senator from Massachusetts would have to be 
approved by the President of the United States 
lhe Constitution of the United 


a 
liouse of Congress; 


with it. 


neg to ae 


» be a law. 


Congress, 


ites ves without the approval 
of the President, with authority to remove 
political disabilities. 1 know it has been the 
»ractice to take these bills removing polit- 
ical di s to the President and have his 
signatuy but it is nothing but a practice. 
inadvertently Congress fell into that same 
mistake some years ago when an amendment 


was proposed to the Constitution of the United 
Senators will remember that the Con- 
stitution of the United States provides for its 
:mendment by the submission of a prop- 
osition to amend to the States, which must be 
ry two of both Houses. Inad- 
vertently, some years ago, when we passed 
the thirteenth constitutional amendment, it 
was taken by our Committee on Enrolled Bills 
tothe President for hissignature. After that fact 
was ascertained, the matter was called up and 
the Senate passed a resolution expressing its 
opinion that propositions to amend the Con- 
stitution of the United States, submitted to 
the respective States for their approval, need 
not have the signature of the President: that 
he had nothing to do with submitting amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States: 
and the amendments which have since been sub- 
mitted to the various States of the Union and 
ratified and are now a part of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States have never had the 
President's approval; he has had nothing to 
do with them. And just so, sir, in regard to 
the removal of political disabilities. What is 
the language? 
“ But Congress may, bya vote of two thirds of oach 
Tlouse, remove such disability.” 
_ Congress may do it; the President has noth- 
ing to do with it; and there is no necessity 
and no propriety in taking these bills for the 
removal of political disabilities to the Presi- 
dent for his signature. 


bias ul thirds 
i 


friend | 


what does he think of what | 
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Now, the bill proposed by the Senator from 
Massachusetts cannot become a law without 
the signature of the President, or in case he 
should veto the bill and send it back here, 
without being repassed by a two-thirds vote 
of each House; but this disability bill is effect- 
ive, answers its purposes, accomplishes its 
objects the moment it has passed the two Houses 
of Congress, and the President has nothing to 

| do with it. Now, suppose it has to be taken 
| to the President for hissignature and it should 
be sent back here with a veto, it may be said 
that two thirds would repass it; but you may 
not then getthetwo thirds. The bill to remove 
political disabilities is not to be subjected to 
any such hazard as that. It has to have two 
thirds but once, and then it is effective. ‘The 
distinction, it seems to me, is so clear that 
there ought not to be any question that an 
ordinary subject of legislation which requires 
the approval of the President of the United 
States, cannot be put upon this bill, and I put 
my vote upon that ground expressly. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

Mr. CARPENTER. The article of amend- 
ment which the Senator refers to reads: 


“But Congress may, bya vote of two thirds of 
each Ilouse, remove such disability.’’ 


Now, turning back to the legislative article 
we find: 


**Every bill which shall have passed the House 
of Kepresentatives and the Senate shall, before it 
becomes a law, be presented to the President of the 
United States,” Xe. 

The third clause of that section reads: 

‘Every order, resolution, or vote to which the 
concurrence of the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives may be necessary (except on a question of 
adjournment) shall be presented to the President of 
the United States; and before the same shall take 
effeci shall be approved by him, or being disapproved 
by him, shall be repassed by two thirds,’’ &e. 
| The fourteenth amendment does not stand 
| as an original part of the Constitution; it is 
an amendment to the old Constitution, and the 
| fourteenth article must be construed with the 
other articles of the Constitution. Now, Con- 
gress can remove this disability in only one of 
| two ways: either by a bill, or by an order, res- 
olution, or vote requiring the concurrence of 
| both Houses; and the Constitution is peremp- 
| tory that in every such case, in the case of every 
| bill and in the case of every order, resolution, 
or vote which requires the concurrence of both 
| Houses, it shall be presented to the President 
| for his approval. 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. That is the old argu- 
| ment over again; but it so happens that we 

have a decision of the Supreme Court of the 
| United States and the decision of both Houses 
of Congress adverse to the Senator from Wis- 
| consin. This whole subject was brought to 
| the attention of the Congress of the United 
|| States when the first amendments were pro- 
| posed to the Constitution of the United States, 
and it was then decided. The language is the 
| same: 

“The Oongress, whenever two thirds of both 
Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose amend- 
| ments to this Constitution,” 

Now, how does ‘‘the Congress’’ propose 
amendments to the Constitution? We pass a 
resolution by a two-thirds vote in each House 
| proposing an amendment to the Constitution. 
That is a resolution, according to the Senator 
from Wisconsin, requiring the approval of the 
President. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Will the Senator per- 
mit me to say a word? Not ‘according to the 
Senator from Wisconsin,’’ but according to the 
Constitution of the United States, which says 
that every resolution passed by both Honses 
shall be submitted to the President. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, ‘‘every resolu- 
| tion;’’ but that relates to the ordinary legisla- 
tive proceedings of Congress, as the Supreme 
Court of the United States has said. The 
question was raised when the first amendments 





see” 


] were proposed to the Constitution of the Uni. 


|| ted States, and the Senator from Wiscongjy 


will carry his doctrine a little further than he 
means to do if he adheres to this view. oy. 
eral of our amendments to the Constitutio, 


| of the United States never had the signature 
| of the President to them. ; 





| for his opinion for my information. 
| then, that the Senator should not select me as 





Mr. THURMAN. 
nor the fifteenth. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. When the early amend. 
ments were proposed to the Constitution of 
the United States this question arose, and jt 
was then decided, on discussion, that the pro. 
posal of an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, which was authorized t, 


Neither the fourteent} 


| be done by Congress, was not one of' those 


bills, resolutions, or orders of Congress re. 
ferred to in the provision relating to the legis. 
lative proceedings of Congress at all; that jt 
was entirely independent. Subsequently, g 
question arose in the Supreme Court of the 
United States as to the validity of the amend. 
ments which had been thus proposed by Con. 
gress and ratified by three fourths of the 
States ; and the Supreme Court of the United 
States made very short work of it by deciding 
that the President of the United States had 


| nothing to do with a resolution submitting 


amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States; that it was not one of those legislative 
proceedings referred to in another clause of 
the Constitution, which have to be submitted 
to the President for his approval. 

Some few years ago, when the thirteent! 
amendment was proposed, the Senator’s ©|- 
league, who was then chairman of the Com 
mittee on Enrolled Bills, [Mr. Howe,} took 
the resolution which passed Congress to the 
President of the United States for his signa 
ture. He signed it. It was discovered, and a 
resolution was introduced into the Senate, a 
adopted by a very decided vote, stating that th 
signature of the President in that case having 
been inadvertently obtained, was not to b 
deemed as an admission that his signature was 
necessary ; and subsequently, when the lat 
amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States were proposed, they were not submit 
to the President, never had his approval, » 
was it ever thought to be necessary. 

Now, if the Senator from Wisconsin ca 
draw a distinction between the clause o 
Constitution of the United States which 
quires that whenever two thirds of both Houses 


| shall deem it necessary Congress shall prop: 


“i ; [t i 
amendments tothe Constitution and the claus: 


which says Congress may, by a vote of two 
thirds of each House, remove this disability, 
he can make a distinction where I cannot se 
that any exists. If the Senator from Wis 
consin is right, that every resolution and every 
order and every bill that passes Congress mus 
be submitted to the President for his approval, 
then the two constitutional amendments that 
have been last adopted are invalid. 

Mr. CARPENTER, The Senator will allow 


| me to remark to him that as I supposed | had 
| to vote upon this question I wanted a little 


information; and | made the suggestion to 
him for the purpose of hearing what the point 
was and how it was to be disposed of. A dif- 
ficulty occurring to my mind on which I did 
not intend to express and certainly did not 
express any opinion of my own, I was calling 


I desire, 


his opponent and charge on me in this furious 
way when I asked him for information, sitting 
docile at his feet. {Laughter. ] 

Mr. TRUMBULL, I beg the Senator’s par- 
don; I was stating what had been the history 
in regard to resolutions for the amendment 
of the Constitution of the United States; and 


if my manner was in any way unpleasant to 
my friend from Wisconsin I exceedingly regret 
it. I shall be very happy if the Senator upon 
reflection shall see that a proposition to remove 
disabilities, being one that by the Constitution 
itself is vested in Congress alone by a two- 
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1871. 


an in a _ 


thi J 
ar hs haracter, need not be submitted to the 

\r, EDMUNDS. Mr. President, it is not 
at all material to the decision of this question 
oii ther or not my friend from Illinois is right 
as to whether this bill when passed requires to 
ove the signature of the President to make 
italaw. ‘The point is one of order, whether 
we can change & bill (for this certainly on the 
fuce of it is a bill) designed for one purpose, 
which requires a vote of two thirds, by adding 
to it something that does ; not require two 
thirds. Thatis all. Now, if you believe Jef- 
forson’s Manual, and every Democrat ought to 
be that. if not every Republican, then you 
must believe that you can change this propo- 


have 


Silit 


declares that— 


‘Amendments may be made so as totally to alter | 


ature of the proposition; and it is a way of get- 


ne rid of a proposition, by making it bear a sense 
diferent from what it was intended by the movers, 
e, that they vote against it themselves. A new bill 
may be ingrafted, by way of amendment, on the 
words ‘ Be it enacted.’”’ 


So that, according to Jefferson, and accord- 
ing to every other book on parliamentary law, 
whatever the nature of this bill may be now, 
whether it requires a unanimous vote, or two 
thirds, or a majority vote—because that is 
only the method of getting at the sense of the 
Senate—you may turn it into any other pro- 


vision that you please by striking out every- | 


except ‘‘be it enacted,’’ or ‘‘be it 
l,’’ or whatever the form of the open- 
« proposition is. 
Now, the argument of my friend from Dela- 
ware—and it would be potent against Jeffer- 


‘ 


thing 
] } 
ived, 


res 


son were it not for what lam to read to him— |! 


is met by the fact that in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in order to change the parliament- 
ary law,they provide by express rule, being 
the forty-eighth rule of the House, what I will 
now read : 

“That no motionor proposition on asubject differ- 


~djs vote of each House, the bills which pass | 
this subject, not being of an ordinary legis- | 


n into anything you please, because he | 


| 


|| from knowledge which I have 
|| way and another, and out of books. 





Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAYARD. ° He makes the statement 
of his own knowledge, I presume. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, sir; I make very few 
statements of my own knowledge, because my 
life has been pretty short, and | usually speak 
gcathered in one 
What I 


mean to have my friend from Delaware under- 


| stand is, not that I am speaking now of my 


personal recollection of precisely what reason | 


the Speaker gave in terms; but I am taking 
the word of my friend, which with me is always 
verity, that the Speaker did say, in pronoun- 
cing that this amendment was not in order in 
the course of rendering that judgment, that 
one of these propositions required the vote of 


| two thirds of the House. and the other did not. 


ent from that under consideration shall be admitted | 


u r color of amendment, and no bill or resolution 
shallat any time be amended by annexing thereto 


or incorporating therewith any bill or resolution | 


pending before the House.” 


Mr. BAYARD. 


Hon 


The decision made by the 
ise in the case that I mentioned was irre- 


spective of their own peculiar law, upon the | 


ecial ground that that which would make the 


amendment the law would not make the bill || 


' 


to which it was tacked a law. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
oct 
ty 
of the House—— 
Mr. BAYARD. 
violation of the rule. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


Ido not-see that 


I do not say it is; Ionly 


If we can refer to what | 
urredin the other House as authority with- || 
lating the rule, which we do violate alto- | 
gether too much by referring to proceedings | 


speak of it under reserve, so that [ may not be | 


thought to violate the rule. That fact was 
used by the Speaker as a reason to show that 
the proposed amendment was not germane, 


and therefore that it fell within the inhibition | 
It did not | 


ofthe rule. That was the point. 
require any reason at all to be given to show 
that under the rules of the House of Repre 

sentatives a proposition different in its nature 
from that under consideration could not be 
received, because the rule is as plain as it can 
be. Then the point would be when this amend- 
ment was offered, is it a proposition different 
from the bill under consideration? The Speaker 


says no, for the reason that one of them is of | 


a nature that requires a vote of two thirds and 





the other is not, which shows clearly that they | 


are of a different nature in an essential sense. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
orable Senator to say that when the decision 
in the House of Representatives on this sub- 
ject was made it was for the reason he has 
Stated, that it was in conflict with the rule of 
that House? 


! 


i} not germane ; 


Now, what I add is, what I think must be 
obvious to every gentleman who has watched the 
parliamentary proceedings of the two Houses, 
that that was the opinion of the Speaker in 
pronouncing judgment on the point made under 
the forty-eighth rule that the amendment was 


the House that his judgment was right he re- 
ferred to the fact that the nature of the two 
propositions was different. 

The House of Representatives have under- 
taken to reverse the parliamentary law of Jef: 
ferson by their own conventional rule of pro- 
ceeding, for their own purposes. The Senate of 


| the United States. on the contrary, has under- 


taken to stand on the Manual, without any rule 
of prohibition of that kind, in order that the 
Senate might, if they chose, entirely upset a 
proposition, and ingraft upon it or substitute 
for it another of a totally different character ; 
and within the short space that I have occu- 
pied a place in this Chamber I think I do not 
say too much when I say that in more than 
a dozen instances has this very question of 
entirely changing the nature of a proposition 


| or introducing into it another of an entirely 


different nature been raised, and it has always 
been ruled in the way that [name. That, to 
be sure, at this moment, does not touch the 


point of my friend from Ohio, as to whether || 


this is to be affected at all by the fact that two 
thirds are required to pass this bill. Where is 
the essential difference in that? Three fifths 
are required, I believe, by the constitution 
of the State of New York to pass a money bill 
Am I not right? 

Mr. CONKLING, Certain money bills. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, would my friend 
from Ohio maintain that under the constitu- 
tion of a State which required two thirds or 
three fifths 


be amended by interjecting into them, if a 
majority saw fit, any propositions which need 


| not have required two thirds or three fifths ; 
as, for instance, a limitation, by way of legis- | 


lation, upon the method in which the money 


| should be expended, or, as we often do, a dis- 


tinct proposition of legislation touching the 
management of the Department who are to 
expend the money in other respects. I am 
sure he cannot maintain that. 

But now my friend from Illinois comes back 
to the charge upon the ground that in the 
legislative sense this is not a bill at all, and 
that we are only going through a constitutional 
form of expressing our minds addressed to the 
people condemned by the fourteenth amend- 
ment to a denial of certain legal and political 
rights, that they shall labor under that denial 
no longer; and that it is not an act of legis- 
lation at all; it is not an act of law. 


this point of order, if it were true; but is it 
true? Let us see, because that is a point of 
much more importance than the 
whether this amendment ean be voted upon 
on this bill or not, for I have no idea that the 


question 





and as one of the reasons to show | 


to pass a particular class of bills || 
that class of bills could not, under the princi- | 
|| ples of parliamentary law, be amended, and 
it is a) 





[ do not | 
|| think that would make any difference as to 
Do I understand the hon- || 
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| Ohio to tell me what a law is. I 





merely an abstract question which of course 
it is well enough to have settled. 

The fourteenth amendment provides in its 
third section that— 
_ “No person shall be a Senator or Representative 
in Congress,’’ * * * * ‘“‘who, having 
previously taken an oath,’’ . $ ° © 
“shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion 
against the same, or given aid or comfort to the 
enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of 
two thirds of each House remove such disability.” 

What is this disability which is imposed by 
the fundamental law of the land? Is it nota 
disability which is imposed by law and a law 
ofthe highest character? Isit not inthe nature 
of a legislative condemnation, ora denial of 
rights, as a punishment for crime? So the 
Supreme Court have decided in the Missouri 
case, not as applied to this Constitution but to 
the constitution of Missouri. Therefore the 
object of this act, which we are now to pass, is 
to provide by alaw, which isthesupreme declar- 
ation of the sovereign power, that persons who 
do not now enjoy certain legal rights under the 
law may enjoy them. If that is not a law in 
the philosophic and in the legal sense, I should 
be largely obliged to my honorable friend from 
have for a 


| good while labored under the delusion, if it is 
| a delusion, that giving by force of the sovereign 
| power to a person rights that he did not before 


| possess was an act of law, just as much as de- 


priving him of rights which he did not before 
possess, either by the direct condemnation of 
the sovereign power, or through its courts or 
through whatever agency might be lawful and 
constitutional, was also an act of the jaw. 

Now turn back where the word ‘‘Congress’’ 
is mentioned, in the third section of the tourth 
article of the Constitution: 

‘*New States may be admitted by the Congress 
into this Union.” 

That is an act very analogous to what is said 
about constitutional amendments; it is an act 
of purely political significance; it creates no 
private rights; it destroys no private rights; it 
is just as much an act of pure political signifi- 
cance and instance as a treaty is. It is ina 
certain sense a constitutional method of making 
a treaty of a peculiar kind, and it has in it no 
other element of law, when you use the term 
law in its municipal sense as applied to indi 
viduals. Now, the honorable Senator from 
Illinois will not contend that a State can be 
admitted into this Union without the approval 


of the President to a bill for that purpose, 


| although the President is not referred to. 


Then gotothe fourteenth amendment, and, as 
I said before, it declares in the same language 
and by the same description that the Congress 
may remove from persons under a certain 
legal disability that legal disability by a vot 
of two thirds. Is the point that you need not 
have a presidential ora gubernatorial signature 
in a case where two thirds of the legislative 
bodies by their constitution have acted upon 
the matter? Are not the New York money 
bills to be signed? Of course they are. No- 
body can make a point of that kind, ‘There- 


| fore the fact that two thirds of Congress, for 
| the greater security of the Government against 


treason, are to be called upon to express their 
assent before this restoration shall take place, 
does not change the legal nature of the res 

toration or the grounds upon which it may 
legally proceed at all. It only makes ita little 
more difficult to pass a law which shall accom- 
plish that object. 

Mr. SUMNER. Will the Senator allow me 
just there to call his attention to another pro- 
vision of the Constitution? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. With great pleasure. 

Mr. SUMNER. The great grant of powers 
to the Congress is in section eight, article one, 
and it begins: ‘*The Congress shall have 
power to lay and collect taxes,’’ ‘‘to borrow 
money,’’ ‘*to regulate commerce,’’ ‘‘ to de- 
clare war,’’ &c. ; and so going on to the end, 


amendment will be adopted, and hence it is || But I take it that nobody has imagined that 
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from these specific words, giving these great 
to the Congress, the President was 
excluded, for this group concludes with the 


owe»rs 


clause: 
**And to make all laws which shall be necessary 
and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing 


powers, & 


It will be observed, therefore, that the lan- 
guage used with reference to this group of 
powers is precisely the same that is used in 
the constitutional amendment, 
shall have power.”’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, Mr. President—— 

Mr. THURMAN, Will my friend from 
Vermont allow me to ask him a question for 
information ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. With great pleasure. 

Mr. THURMAN. Has anybody said that 
this bill if passed would not be a law? Ithas 
that it is not ordinary legislation ; 
but if anybody has said that it would not be a 
law if passed | have not heard it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘Then I take it we are 
trying to pass a law when we propose an 
Constitution, and that is 
exactly the point | want to reach. It is pre- 
cisely one step, and lam much obliged to my 
friend for the sion, because it gets us 
one step toward a just solution of this ques- 
tion. 


‘* Congress 


been said 


amendment to the 
conces 


We find, then, that instead of making a pro- 
posal to the States, as we do when we propose 
to amend the Conatitution—which has no effect 
& proposition—we are now making 
is final in itself. It is the last 
expression of the sovereign will under the forms 
of the Constitution, and there is the broad dis- 
tinction between the illustration of my friend 
from Illinois as to the necessity of the presi- 


except as 
a law which 


dential approval of a proposition to amend 
the Constitution and the necessity of a pres- 
idential approval to a law, as my friend from 
Ohio properly admits this to be, which is final 
and effective in the last sense upon the rights 
of the citizen, which weare now aboutto pass, 
and if my friend will look at the decision of 
the Supreme Court in the case to which he 
referred, | think he will find that the theory 
then proceeded upon is in precise accordance 
with the idea I have stated, 


Mr. CONKLING. Me. President, I agree 


with the Senator from Vermont entirely in the 


argument he has been making, and he has 


anticipated what I intended myself in some | 


respects to say. I presume the case referred 
to is that of Hollingsworth et al. vs. Virginia, 
the only case that occurs to me in which this 
point was raised. It was argued there that 
the amendment, the proposition to the States 
to amend the Constitution, not having been 
submitted to the President and signed by him, 
was not properly submitted. Now I want to 
read a single word of the argument, and what 
the court said. This point was presented by 
Tilghman and Rawle on the one side, and 
answered by Attorney General Lee. He said, 
arguendo: 

‘And the case of amendments is evidently a sub- 
stantive act, unconnected with the ordinary busi- 
ness of legislation, and not within the policy or 
terms of investing the President with a qualified 
negative on the acts and resolutions of Congress.” 

After that there i 


: a note of interruption 
from the court: 


“Chase, Justice. There can surely be no necessity 
to answer thot argument. The negative of the 
President applies only to the ordinary cases of legis- 
lation. Hehas nothing to do with the proposition 
or adoption of amendments to the Constitution.” 

And the decision of the court, which is very 
brief, simply announces the fact that the amend- 
ment was properly adopted. Anybody read- 
ing this case will see that the distinction there 
was the very one which the Senator from Ver- 
mont has been pointing out, namely, that it 
was a special, isolated act, not of legislation, 
bat of proposition—the Senator uses the very 
word which is employed here—of proposition 
by Congress to the States, and therefore that 
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it is distinguishable from all these phrases, | atatook to dispose of it, instead of 
eon referred to, like the 


some otf which have bi 
phrase ** Congress shall have power to grant 
letters of mar jue and reprisal are 
shall have power to declare war.’”’ 


‘* Congress 
All of those 
powers, as I understand it, have always been 
held to pertain to legislation, and this has been 
distinguished from them. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now, Mr. President, as 
| was saying, (and I am obliged to my friend 
from New York for reading from that case) —— 

Mr. DAViS, of Kentucky. With the per- 
mission of the Senator from Vermont I will 
ask him this question: suppose the proposi- 
tion before the Senate as reported by the com- 





mittee should be passed, would the President | 


have any power to veto that proposition, and 
if he did veto it formally, would his veto have 
the least effect to arrest the operation o the 
proposition ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is precisely the prop- 


osition, Mr. President—and my friend has 


stated it a great deal better than I could—that | 


Il am endeavoring to maintain. 

Now, we have it said by my honorable friend 
from Ohio, who takes this appeal (which, as 
I think, is a concession of the whole point) 
that this is a matter of legislation; for cer- 
tainly he and every gentleman who hears me 
will agree that legislation is by the very import 
of the word making a law. He admits that 
this is alaw; itislegislation. It is legislation 


which, for the security of the Republic, was | 


thought by the Constitution to require a larger 
assent in point of individual membership of 
the members of each House than other bills ; 
and that is all there is to it. 

Now, suppose this section had said ‘*Congress 
may, by a majority vote of each House, do 
this,’’ would anybody maintain then that the 
President need not approve it? Of course the 
absence of the word ‘‘ majority’’ would not 
change it in this case, for the reason that that 
isalways implied. Or suppose, as my friend 
from New York [Mr. Conktine] suggests to 
me, that the provision had simply said that 
‘*Congress may by a two-thirds vote’’ merely, 
without saying ‘‘of each House,’’ would it not 
then 

Mr. CONKLING. 
vote shall be necessary. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Or, to change it in the 





other way, suppose it said that 2 two-thirds | 


vote shall be necessary to the passage of an 
act, resolution, or order under this provision 
of the Constitution relieving these people of 
disabilities, would anybody contend in that 
vase that it was not an act which required the 
participation as well of the head of the Govy- 


ernment, representing the whole body of the | 


people, as of each House of Congress? Cer- 
tainly nobody would. 
said, without providing how many members 


| should vote either way on the question, ‘* but 


Congress may remove such disability,’’ would 


my friend from Illinois contend that in sucha | 


case as that the signature of the President of 


the United States would not be necessary? || 
hen, according to his | 


Plainly he would not. 
theory, the fact that in order to secure the 
public against further treason the Constitution 
has provided that a larger number of mem- 
bers of each House should concur in making 


this law, as my friend from Ohio admits it to | 


be, takes away from the security of the people 
that which was regarded as its highest security 
under all the rest of the Constitution—the 
approval of the President of the United States. 

That is all I wish to say, Mr. President, 
except just this: I think this matter is so im- 


portant even for the safety of this bill, if it 


should be passed, as 1 have no doubt it will be, 
and all other bills of this character, that it 
should be understood, as the practice always 
has been, that the President must approve it, 
that I hope no friend of the bill will be tempted 
to vote against the decision of the Chair apon 
the ground that it may keep us until four 


‘proposition. 


| it in this way: the Senator from Massachy. 


No; that a two-thirds | 


Suppose it had simply | 














December 2), 





— 
° _ a ° : ispos. 
ing of it sooner if this amcnament should te 
rejected. It is a question of too much parlis. 
mentary importance to have our wishes Upon 
this particular bill affect our vote Upon this 


question of the procedure of the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. [ think that th, 
point of order made by the Senator from Ohio 
is properly taken, for this reason: the ne, 
ceeding which is sought to be amended isa 
special proceeding under a particular amend. 
ment of the Constitution of the United States 
The reason upon which the honorable Senator 
makes his point of order is that the Subject of 
the amendment is not germane to the original 
The amendment to the Constity- 
tion does not euthorize, but excludes, the 
matter of the amendment offered by the Sep. 
ator from Massachusetts, and I will illustr 


pro- 


ate 


setts proposed a very important proposition of 
amendment to the Constitution this morning: 


would the matter which he offered as an amend. 


ment to this bill be a proper amendment ty 
his resolution to amend the Constitution if tha 
resolution was before the Senate? Certainly 
not, because the Senate in proceeding to make 
propositions to amend the Constitution of the 
United States is executing a special power 
under a particular clause of the Constitution 
which authorizes Congress to propose ameni- 
ments to the Constitution, and when the Sep. 
ate is proceeding under that power it is only 
such propositions as are germane to a proposi- 
tion to amend the Constitution that can he 
offered as amendments to an original propo- 
sition to amend the Constitution. 

If the honorable Senator’s proposition to 


|| amend the Constitution were now pending 
| before the Senate, and some other Senator 


were to get up and offer as an amendment to 
his resolution proposing to amend the Con- 
stitution the identical proposition of the bill 
that is now pending before the Senate, that 
honorable Senator would be the first to object 
to its regularity, to its order; and in mak- 
ing the objection, I think he would oceupy 
immovable ground. 

The principle is simply that in proceeding 
to propose amendments to the Constitution 
the general parliamentary Jaw in relation to 
the mode of transacting business has no ap- 
plication at all. You cannot propose any 
proposition you please as an amendment toa 
proposition to propose an amendment to the 
Constitution. You must propose something 
germane to that proposition, and if your prop- 
osition of amendment is not germane, but is 
wholly alien and removed from it, it is not in 
order to offer it, because the Senate, in acting 
upon the subject of a proposed amendment ot 
the Constitution, is executing a limited, spe- 
cific power, and that power is confined to the 
subject of the proposed amendment of the 
Constitution, and nothing that is not strictly 
germane to that identical proposition can be 
offered as an amendment to the proposed res- 
lution offering to amend the Constitution. 

Now, sir, we are proceeding at the present 
time under a similar provision in the Consti- 
tution, the third section of the fourteenth 
amendment. Here it is: 


“No person shall be a Senator or Representative 
in Congress, or elector of President and Vice Prezi- 
dent, or hold any office, civil or military, under the 
United States, or under any State, who having pre- 
viously taken an oath as a member of Congress, of 
as an oflicer of the United States, or asa member of 
any State Legislature, or as an executive or judicial 
officer of any State, to support the Constitution ot 
the United States, shall have engaged in insurree- 





| tion orrebellion against the same, or given aid or 


comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may. 
by a vote of two thirds of each House, remove such 
disability.” 

It is under that specific clause of the Con- 
stitution that we are now acting. We are act 
ing upon an isolated subject, and that isolated 
subject upon which we are acting, and upon 
which we are authorized to act by this pro 
vision of the Constitution, is simply and singly 
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_. memove political disabilities. Anything that 
or to the removal of disabilities, that is 
as to the removal of disabilities, may be 
pred as anamendment to the proposition, 
anger other subject can be atiacbed to it. 
‘ Because the Senate has no power now 
ty act Upon any other subject ; it is acting 
onder this specifie clause of the fourteenth 
a ment to the Constitution; it 1s acting 
single, isolated subject ot removing 
pilities. T'bat is the whole cognizance, the 
whole amount of the jurisdiction of the Senate 
+, relation to the matter at this time ; and the 
sgestion of order made by the Senator from 
Ohio ‘s that another and totally different sub- 
- ot cannot be offered as an amendment to this 
‘articular and isolated subject upon which 
sleet we are authorized to act, and upon which 
alone we are acting. tir aye ia 
Sir, I think that the proposition is perfectly 
plain, perfectly clear. I maintain that the 
veneral parliamentary law does not apply at all 
to this case. Here is the parliamentary law 
fyr this particular case prescribed by the Con- 
stitution itself, and it prescribes that two thirds 
of each House of Congress may remove thie 
disability. ‘That is a special power vested in 
Congress alone, irrespective of and discon- 
nected from the presidential veto. 
is passed by atwo-thirds majority ofboth Houses 
of Congress, 1 
its effect and operation a single moment. 
has no power to veto it. 


| 


a. 
hy. 


amend 
ypon the 


dist 


He 


It is a subject vested 


If this bill | 


[ deny that the President can stay | 


in the cognizance and jurisdiction of Congress | 


(Congress acting in its ordinary legislative 
capacity, but in its extraordinary capacity of 


lone, not in a majority of Congress, not in | 


acting under the authority of this particular | 


clause upon the subject of removing disabili- 
ties alone, and requiring two thirds of beth 


Ilouses to make the removal; and whenever | 


Congress has so acted, the law, if passed by 
two thirds of both Houses of Congress, irre- 
spective of the President, without being sub- 
mitted at all to his approval or to his disap- 
proval, becomes the constitutional law of 
the land under the effect of this clause of the 
fourteenth amendment. 

It goes instantly into operation, and the 
President has no power whatever by his veto 
to arrest it. If he were to veto it, his veto 


would be brutum fulmen; it would be an act | 


which he would have no power to perform, and 
it would have no effect, and if the question 
was made before the Supreme Court of the 
United States, I entertain no doubt that it 


would be decided, irrespective of his veto and | 


in detiance of it, that the bill or reseiution re- 
moving the disabilities having passed by a 
constitutional majority of two thirds of both 
Houses, was the law of the land, and that his 
veto had nothing whatever to do with it. 

I think, Mr. President, that it is a very plain 
question, It is entirely analogous to the pro- 
ceeding of the two Houses in the matter of 
amending the Constitution of the United States, 
Jt is a subject vested exclusively in Congress, 
and when acted upon by the two Houses and 


upon itI will occupy the attention of the Senate 
for a very brief space. 

Mr. CONKLING. If the Senator wishes 
to close the debate, I should like to say a word 
upon the question now. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then I give way. 

Mr. CONKLING. I wish to say 
word, Mr. President. When this point of 
order, was submitted originally, it was submit- 
ted upon the ground that this particular bill, 
requiring a two-thirds vote, unlike the gen- 
erality of bills, it was out of order to amend 
it by a proposition of the ordinary kind. ‘That 
point was overruled by the Chair, and the Sen- 
ator from Ohio having appealed from the de- 
cision, l understand he enlarges it now as his 
objéction stands, and he says now, if I appre- 
hend him aright, first, that the proposition is 
not germane. He does not allege that, he 
informs us, in the general! and indefinite sense, 
but speaking in a special sense he says thatthe 
proposition is not germane, and then, if [ un- 
derstand him aright, he adopts the suggestion 
made by another Senator, that this isa special, 
isolated, exclusive power; as I think he him- 
selfexpressed it, sud generis ; not controlled by 
the rules applicable to the general acts and 
doings of Congress. 

| differ entirely with the Senator on this 
proposition, if it be one, or upon these propo- 
citions, if they be two or three. In the first 
place, it cannot be, as the Senator from Ver- 
mont says, that if the constitution of a State 
requires a three-fifths vote to pass a bill a 


majority cannot amend it, or that provisions || 


which would be in order, without reference 
to the three-fifths rule, would be excluded 
by that fact. Nor can it be in this body, as I 
have learned to my cost, that because a propo- 
sition is not germane it is out of order; and I 
do not go to the extent to which I understand 
the Senator from Vermont to go in his inter- 


pretation of Jefferson’s Manual. Ihavealways 


cherished humbly, since | have been a member || 
of this body, the belief that the practice of the | 


Senate goes far beyond the parliamentary law. 
I understand the parliamentary law on this 
point to be this, and nothing more: that in 
order to destroy a proposition pending in a 
parliamentary body, it is in order to move an 
amendment totally repugnant to it, irrecon- 
cilable with it, which antidotes it, if I may so 
say, and turns it around and makes it act in 
the opposite direction. I 
that that rule was ever intended to permit an 


|| appropriation bill, for example, to be amended 


hy the majorities of the two Houses, which the | 


Constitution requires, it is an accomplished 
fact upon the authority of Congress alone, 
requires no approval of tbe President of the 
United States, but would have full and com- 
plete effect, although he were to veto it, as a 
proposed amendment to the Constitution would 
have full and complete effect. The thirteenth 
amendment, for instance, was, as the honor- 


able Senator from Illinois says, inadvertently | 


submitted to President Lincoln. He approved 
it; but if he had disapproved it, and had 
attempted to veto that proposition to amend 
the Constitution, it would have had precisely 
the same validity and quite as much validity, 
notwithstanding his veto, as it had with his 
approval. 


Mr. THURMAN. AsI made this point of 


order it is perhaps proper that I should answer | 


some of the objections that have been made || mating it is legislation. 


to it. 


after its title by putting in all sorts of things 
totally irrelevant, totally misdescribed by the 
title of the bill. 
tinction. 


ae : o 
I think there is a broad dis- 
However, it is not important here. 
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expressly not legislative, just like confirming a 
treaty or a presidential nomination; and I 
submit to that honorable Senator that his 
illustration would be just as convincing if he 
put it to the Senate to say whether on tho 
question of ratifying a treaty or confirming a 
nomination to office it would be in order to 
move a legislative amendment. 

Again, the Senator trom Kentucky would 
convince us just as much if he would put this 
proposition: on a@ concurrent resolution to 
adjourn the two Houses would it be in order 
to move a legislative amendment? No; that 
is perfectly clear. Why? Because the con- 
current resolution is not legislative in charac- 
That is the only reason, the only reason 
literally. A man might philosophize forever, 
and he never could enlarge that reason. It is 
allina nutshell. It is not legislative business. 
This is legislative business. ‘That is the dis- 
tinction. Therefore, how do we gain anything 
by reasoning in a circle, by saying, “If you 
admit that this is an isolated power of the 
Senate not legislative in character, then how 
can you say that this will be in order ?’’ Why, 
of course you cannot, but the argument sub 
mitted is what the logicians calla petitio prin- 


| cipii; it begs the whole question in the prem- 





do not understand | 


[he practice of the Senate is broader than my | 


understanding of the rule, and either under- 
standing is broad enough to answer this propo- 
sition in that regard. 

But Mr. President, I wish to say a 
word about the special suggestion which the 
Senator from Kent 


now, 


ky has justenforeed. He 
says that if this were a proposition to amend 
the Constitution it would not be in order to 
ingraft upon it ordinary legislation. Why 
would not that be in order? Simply because, 
as has been established by the precedents 
of the country, and as the Supreme Court 
has declared, that is not legislation at all. 
That what they The from 
Ohio has taken ins to admit that this is 
legislation. He 3 
Vermont whether anybody has said that after 
this bill is it will not be a law, 
thereby meaning that nobody would have the 
boldness to contend that this would not bea 
law. Very well. A law is the product of 
legislation, and the only thing that brings 
law into existence is Therefore, 
here is an admiss.on (an unnecessary admis- 
sion, because it must be obvious to every- 
body) that this bill and the act of consum- 
; i Now, the Senator 


is Sav Senator 





passe { 


legislation. 


If no other Senator desires to speak |) from Kentucky takes a case where the act is | 





ises ; and when you beg the premises, there is 
no answer to the conclusion. 

Mr. BAYARD. ‘The Constitution by its 
very words excepts that and makes it a sepa- 
rate proceeding. 

Mr. CONKLING. And so does the Con- 
stitution in words except a proposition to 
the States to amend the Constitution of the 
United States. That the very point to 
which the Senator from Delaware, in his seat, 
now calls my attention. He says the Consti- 
tution by its terms, by its own vigor, makes a 
concurrent resolution of adjournment a sepa- 
rate and special proceeding. Certainly it 
does; and exactly so does it make that pro 
ceeding by which the two Houses propose 
amendments to the organic law. It is not I 
who say that, nor the Constitution alone which 
says that, but the precedents of all the depart 
ments of the Government say it, and that de- 
partment which interprets the law, the Supreme 
Court of the United States, has said it i 
many words. The Senator from Ohio has 
asked for the decision, and in the book which 
I have sent him occurs this suggestion—if | 
do not give equivalent language, he will cor 
rect me—made from the bench, interrupting, 
by one of the justices: ‘‘ It has nothing to do 
with ordinary legislative business.’’ 

The honorable Senator from Ohio, as [have 
once said, has assisted me in the argument by 
admitting that this is to be alaw. ‘That is an 
admission, only in other words, that itis legi 
lative. Now, let me ask the Senate what this 
argument would lead to? If I understand the 
argument, it is that by the Constitution in its 
phrase, ‘‘Congress may by a vote of two thirds 
of each House remove such disabilities,’ this 
act and all such acts are excepted out of the 
ordinary forms of legislation and planted upon 
a pedestal of their own. Will any Senator tell 
me, if that be true, what business in this bill 
have the provisions which are here now? 
Why, sir, if that be the law and the argument, 
it must be that Congress under this special 
provision, acting in and of itself, without refer 
ence to the Executive, may answer yes or no 
upon the question of removing disabilities 
from some one or all of these disqualified per- 

ons. 

If that be the argument, certainly under that 
power Congress can go no further than that; 
and by what argument is it that there may be 
imported into this bill unnecessary, different, 
additional dissimilar provisions? 


is 


lh SO 





They are, 
for example, that the parties to be benefited 
by this bill shall do soand thus; that they shall 
perform such and such conditions, just as broad 
a power implied there, the Senate will see, as 
if any other conditions were annexed to this 


| bill, as if it was fixed to take effect at a future 
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day: as if a commission were established to 
in juire and ascertain whetherany of these men 
had starved prisoners to death in prison-pens 


during the war; just asif movements were set 
on foot to ascertain any state of facts in order 
todiscriminate. Is that, too, within this special 


power which says that Congress by a two-thirds 
vote may relieve these men, and which is argued 
now to mean that they are not to do it by law, 
but by a power special and defined like a reso- 
lution of adjournment or a proposition of 


constitutional amendment? 


i 





_ prehension than those which pertain to & res- 


| same reason, that it is not legislative. 


olution of adjournment, to the ratification of a 
treaty, or to the confirmation of an executive 
appointment, for I think the Senator might as 
well ask me whether if we should ratify a treaty 
here or confirm an appointment and the Pres- 


ident should veto it, that veto would defeat it. | 


I should answer him ‘‘no’’ allthetime for the 


| when the Senator shail put to me any case of 


Of course, if that is the meaning of this, not || 


only should provisions now in this bill be 
eliminated, not only hould it be confined to 
the simple assertion of that power, toa simple 
vote relieving disabilities, but every possible 
amendment, every safeguard, every addition 
to that, whether in the bill or not, would obvi- 
ously cross the line and appeal to general 
legislative powers, and require the signature 
of the President, and theretore be out of order 
by the same reason. 

“Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. Will the Sen- 
ator permit me to ask him a question. 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. Suppose this 
amendment is voted down, and the simple 
proposition as it came from the committee is 
passed, and in that form is passed by two- 
thirds of the members of both Houses of Con- 
gress acting upon the subject, would the 
President hav ul to assert the prop- 
osition or its effect by his veto? 

Mr. CONKLING. I have no doubt what- 
ever about it as a matter of law. The ques- 
tion as a matter of fact would bevery likely to 
answer itself, because a bill which requires a 
two-thirds vote and receives it has already 
demonstrated its power to override a veto, 
just as a three-fifths bill in the State Legis- 
lature usnvally is not very much impeded in 
fact and in history by ineurring an executive 
veto; but as matter of law—and, of course, 
it is in that sense the Senator puts the ques- 
tion—I have no doubt whatever about it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentacky. With the Sen- 
ator’s permission I will put one other question. 
Suppose that the proposition which the hon- 
oravle Senator from Massachuseits presented 
to the Senatethis morning should be submitted 
to the two Houses of Congress and should 

ass the two Houses by a two-thirds vote, as 
1e wrote it down, would the President’s veto 
upon that resolution proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution have any effect to arrest its 
force? 

Mr. CONKLING. My honorable friend 
will allow me to answer his question by another. 
Suppose the concurrent resolution to pass over 
the holidays in vacation had been carried to 
the President and he had refused to sign it, 
does my honorable friend think that circaum- 
stance would have defeated the resolution? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. Ifthe honorable 
Senator will present the same question to me 
that I did to him I will give hima categorical 
auswer. 

Mr. CONKLING. I see that the honorable 
Senator does not wish to commit himself upon 
a somewhat complicated proposition like that ; 
and therefore I will not press my question. I 
was about to say to him, however, in all re- 
spect, that in my judgment he might just as 
well submit to me the proposition which I have 
now submitted to him as to submit the propo- 
sition he has submitted. Why? He picks out 
an exceptional case, a case which by the Con- 
atitution does not pertain to the legislative 
powers of Congress. He selects a case which 
the Supreme Court and every other depart- 
ment of the Government have said does not 


lV p wer 


an act of Congress legislative in character, 
then I will answer him as I answer him now, 
that manifestly in my opinion the veto power 
is applicable to that as much as to any other 
legislative instance which his ingenuity could 
suggest. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. If the honorable 


| Senator will allow me, I will put an inquiry to 








fall within those provisions applicable to the | 
legislative doings of Congress; and having || 


selected that case, the Senator puts to me the 

uestion whether I think a veto of the Presi- 
dent would have anything to do with it. I 
answer him ‘‘no,’’ and I make that answer for 
reasons no greater and no plainer in my ap- 


| that direction, at any rate. 


him. 

Mr. CONKLING, 
to be interrupted. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. My position is 
that in this matter Congress is proceeding under 
a particular specified power not in the line of 
its ordinary legislation, trenching in truth upon 
the executive power of pardon, or tending in 
My position fur- 
thermore is that Congress, in acting upon that 
subject, must restrict itselfto the subject which 
the section in the constitutional amendment 
has confided to its jurisdiction. I will illus- 
trate it in this way: suppose that to carry into 
effect this section of the fourteenth amendment 


I give way. Iam glad 


| the two propositions had been combined, the 





| attention while I answer him. 


proposition of the original bill and the propo- 
sition of the amendment, that would have 
been an incongruity ; they could not have been 
combined at all, in my judgment. Therefore, 
when Congress takes up the subject the ori- 
ginal proposition of Congress must be restricted 
to the subject-matter over which the clause of 
the Constitution gives it a special jurisdiction, 


| and you cannot extend this power or this limit 


of action of the Constitution to a subsequent 
amendment. You cannot make a proposition 
to amend larger and more expansive in its 
operation than you could make it as an ori- 
ginal proposition. 

Mr. CONKLING. I understood the Sen- 
ator’s point. He has stated it very clearly 
now, but no more clearly than he stated it 
before. Everybody who has attended to the 
debate must understand him. Now I beg his 
If he says that 
this power which is now about tobe exercised 
is derived from a particular provision of the 
Constitution in the same sense in which every 


| other power that we exert is derived from the 


Constitution, I agree with him. If he says 
anything more or less than that, I differ with 
him. I deny utterly that there is anything in 


| these words which makes it even plausible to 


argne as the Senator does. These are the 


words: 


“But Congress may, by a vote of two thirds of 
each House, remove such disability.” 


But | 
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Will the honorable Senator say that these 


words are greater or less than they would be 
if they had been these: ‘‘ But a two-thirds vote 
shall be necessary to remove said disabilities?’’ 
Would it not be the same thing by the mere 
transposition of the phrase? What is the 
essence of it? Whatis the reason of it? What 
is the spirit of it? 
Simply to fix a higher standard, simply to 


require a larger measure of legislative assent. | 


Weare told 


Is there anything more about it? 
Why? Because, in the first place, it 


there is. 


| is an amendment to the Constitution. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. The larger meas- 
ure of legislative assentis final and conclusive. 

Mr. CONKLING. That is what we are 
arguing, and this is argument and not asser- 
tion; this is a forum of reason. I have heard 
the honorable Senator sey several times what 
he has just said. I differ with him, and his 
opinion on that subject is of exactly as much 
value as the reasons he assigns for it, and no 
more. That is the whole value of any man’s 


What is the letier of it? | 





| 
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opinion, however learned he may be. 
say the reasons of the honorable Senator ¢) 
short entirely of sustaining his position, io 
if he will give me his attention | think that 
even I may convince him that he is wrong . 

“But Congress may, by a vote of 
éach House, remove such disability.” 

Weare told that these words are in an ameng. 
ment to the Constitution. Are they differen 
in effect for that reason? Are they doubje. 
tongued? a 

Mr. THURMAN. Nobody pretends tha: 

Mr. CONKLING. Now, the honorable &,.. 
ator from Ohio says nobody pretends that, Th» 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, in hig |qe; 
interruption, suggested that these words wor, 
in an amendment separate by themselves: and 
if that circumstance is of any value here at a) 
it must be because in some way it distinguishes 
their meaning or the rule of interpretation, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. No. 

Mr. CONKLING. Very well, then, I asenmo 
by the apparent acquiescence of both Senators 
that these words are to be read as if they stood 
in the original text of the Constitution.” 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. The honorab|. 
Senator 
Mr. CONKLING. I will yield altogether 1, 
my honorable friend. It is utterly impossih), 
for me to follow any argument if he occupies 

the floor so much. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. The honorable 
Senator misconceives me entirely. My lac: 
remark upon amendment was not upon th, 
amendment to the Constitution, but the amend. 
ment to this bill. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I was 
about to say—and I should have concluded 
some time ago if I had been permitted to 
allude to the particular thing to which I wished 
to draw the attention of the Senate—I was 
about to say that these words, meaning, I shal! 
assume, what they would had they stood in 
the original text, are, 1 humbly submit, not 
so wide open to the construction now con- 
tended for as other similar words in the Con- 
stitution upon which I can lay my hand; as, 
for example: 

‘The Congress shall have power” * #* * * 
“to constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme 
Court. 

‘The Congress shallhave power” * * 

“to declare war,grant letters of marque and reprisal, 
and make rules concerning captures on land and 
water.” 

Now, Mr. President, put in the original text 
the words here in question and the words which 
I have now read, and will any lawyer argue 
that there is anything in this more recent 
phrase, namely, ** Congress may, by a vote of 
two thirds of each House, remove such dis: 
ability,’’ to imply, as the other words do no’ 
that the act is to be legislative and accom: 
plished by law? Not at all, I submit. So 
there are many other words and phrases to 
which I might refer. Therefore I deny entirely 
that the proposition of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, that we derive this power from a special 
provision of the Constitution, is true in any 
sense except that which applies to every power 
that we exert. The Constitution, as has been 
said so often that an apology is due for re- 
peating it, is an instrument of enumerated 
powers, of special powers, and there is no act 
of Congress which we do not adopt by reason 
of some general or special provision in the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Under the interpretation given by the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, I ask his attention (be 
cause I do not mean to prolong this argumen! 
to the second section of this bill, and I ask 
him what would become of the second section 
if his argument were applied to it: 

Src. 2. That before any person shall be entitled ! 
the benefit of this act he shall, within the district! 
where he resides, before a clerk of some court of tht 
United States, or a United States commissioner, 
take and subscribe an oath or affirmation tosuppor! 
the Constitution of the United States, and to bear 
true faith and allegiance to the same, which oath or 


affirmation shall be forwarded by said officer to the 
Secretary of State of the United States, who shall 


Now, | 


two thirds of 
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+ @ pro- 
cause a list of = fo be ~ ope — at the 
visions of each session thereof; and the officer be- 
opening such oath or affirmation is made shall 
fore when parson taking it a certificate of the fact 
Bre euch forms and regulations as the Secretary 
uf state shall prescribe. 

Now, suppose one of these men is indicted 
for perjury, or suppose he is indicted for 
forgery, for forging the name of somebody 
‘ice to one of these papers; suppose the Sec- 
saat of State refuses to do these ministerial 
‘vies devolved upon him; suppose this act 

. set at defiance or ignored ; is it to be an 
‘stance of the violation of law? Is it to be 
au iastance in which a statute is violated? 
Clearly not. according to the honorable Sen- 
ator from Kentucky and other Senators who 
qeree with him about this question. Why? 
Because Congress. has not been legislating. 

(here is no law; it is like a concurrent reso- 

\ytion to adjourn the two Houses, or like ro- 

nosing a constitutional amendment, or like 
ratifying a treaty by one House, or confirming 

4 nomination by one House, having nothing 
to do with legislation, and the Secretary of 
State and everybody else ad libitum may give 
the statute to the winds upon the ground that 
Congress under a special power relieved the 
jisabilities of A B and C D, or of classes of 
men, and there its power stopped and every- 
thing beyond that was mere impertinence and 
surplusage. Is that the law? It is the inevi- 
table logic of the ground on which it is 
attempted now to sustain the appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. President, this amendment of the hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts is in order. 
[fit ought not to be adopted, so be it. I did 
not rise for the purpose of advocating the 
amendment, but 1 wish to vote upon it. Iam 
not going now to discuss the question of am- 
nesty, either upon this appeal or in this debate. 
[ wish to say, however, that I think this is a 
grave question, and itis one in which I feel an 
interest. ‘The Senator from Indiana or some 
other Senator yesterday spoke of its having 

\been said that we ought to give a Christmas 
‘present, as | understood his expression. 

Mr. MORTON. The Senator from Illinois 
[Mr. TrumpuLL] made that remark. [ said 
it was more important to get the bill right. 

Mr. CONKLING. Lheard it first from the 
Senator from Indiana. 1 agree that it is more 
important to get the bill right; but I wish to 
say that, in my judgment, it is quite as im- 
portant that I’rederick Douglass, to whom 
reference was made yesterday, should be per- 
mitted to go unabused and undegraded with- 
out let or hinderance as that Jefferson Davis 
should be allowed on Christmas or on any 
other day to govern the orphans and cripples 
he has made or to govern the people of this 
country whom he has burdened with taxes. 

Mr. THURMAN. Does the Senator pro- 
pose to argue the merits of this bill on this 
question ? 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator need not 
have asked that, because I prefaced the remark 
lam making by disclaiming all intention to 
argue the merits of this measure now or to 
argue them in this debate at all. But I make 
this remark, Mr. President, to appeal to the 
friends of amnesty here not to lose sight of 
other things which may be important in this 
bill, either to gain time to-day or to accelerate 
the speed with which an act of crowning grace 
is to go out to men who to-day are walking 
monuments of the mercy and magnanimity of 
the American people. 

_Ido not mean to speak now of all the pro- 
visions of this amendment of the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts. I have not 
studied it of late. ‘There may be details which 
ought to be amended or corrected. I speak 
of it at large, Mr, President, when I protest 
against its being excluded upon a point of order 
Which I believe to be untenable, sud against 
ils being excluded by reasons of convenience 


jut ies 


relating to the hour of the day when a vote may 


and I[ say tothe honorable Senator from Ohio, 
in resuming my seat, that but for being diverted 


by some interruptions which I was very glad to | 


receive, I should not have stood in his way as 
long as I have done by any means. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I have 
no complaint to make whatever that the Sen- 
ator from New York has occupied the time he 
has, and I do not think that the Senate has 
any right tocomplain. Thisisa very important 
question, and it is one that arises for the first 


time in the Senate in the form in which it is | 


now presented, That it has received discus- 
sion is due to the fact that Senators have chosen 
to discuss it, and discuss it at large. Loweno 
apology to the Senate then, I think, for occu- 
pying a few minutes in closing the discussion, 
aud | shall endeavor to do so by speaking to 
the question and not going outside of it. I[ 


have only to make one remark outside of it, | 
and that is that I am quite as ready as the | 


Senator from New York to vote on the amend- 
mentof the Senator from Massachusetts when- 
ever that shall be presented in such a way that 
I can express my opinion in reference to it, 

Now, I think I might admit almost every 
proposition for which the Senators have con- 
tended, and yet my point of order would ap- 

ear to be well taken. In the first place, what 
is said by the Senator from Vermont? Why 
that by parliamentary law you may change the 
whole nature of a bill, that if there be no rule 
of the House to prevent you from so doing by 
requiring that amendments shall be germane 
to the matter of the bill, the House is at per- 
fect liberty to change black into white and 
white into black, to strike out the whole of the 
bill, if you choose, and to insert a new bill 
upon a totally different subject. I agree with 
that. 1 have contended for that in the Senate 
before, and I shall ever contend for it until the 
Senate shall adopt some rule, which it never 
will with my approbation, similar to that of 
the House of Representatives. 

I admit that that is the general parliament- 
ary law; and if this were an ordinary bill of 
legislation, I admit that you might adopt any 
amendment you saw fit, however incongruous 
it might be. Nay, I goso far as to say that 
you might adopt an amendment which was 
plainly unconstitutional, and you might do it 
for the purpose of defeating the bill, not that 
you could pass the bill after you had adopted 
the amendment, because that would violate 
your oaths to support the Constitution; but 
you may defeat a bill even in that extreme 
way if you see fit to do it. 

But my argument is, that in the Constitution 
of the United States—not more in this four- 
teenth amendment than in another provision 
of the Constitution—there are certain matters 
of legislation which are peculiar, out of the 
course of ordinary legislation, and that in 
respect to them the Constitution has as much 
force as any rulethis body can adopt requiring 
amendments to be germane to the subject. 
In these special cases a higher rule than arule 
of the Senate, the Constitution itself, requires 
that amendments shall be germane to the sub- 
ject of the bill. 

The first of these has already been com- 
mented upon. It is the case of a proposition 
to amend the Constitution of the United States 
and now, I do not care whether such a resolu- 
tion as that must be submitted to the Presi- 
dent for his approbation or not; that does not 
touch the question of order at all. Iam free 
to say that if the question were res integra, 
if there had been no decision (there was 
an actual decision in the case that has been 
referred to) of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and if there had been no practice of the 
Congress to the contrary I should hold that a 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


269 





\our | proposition to amend the Constitution of the 
be taken on this bill or the day of the week | 


when the act of grace which it confers may | 
reach those who are ultimately to accept it. I | 
do not mean to argue the merits of it at all, | 


United States ought to be submitted to the 
President for his approval, and that if he 
vetoed it, it would be incumbent on Congress 
to reconsider that proposition. The whole 
object of a veto is not to defeat a bill in the 
presidential pleasure, but to require of the 
legislative body to again consider that bill with 
the objections of the Executive. It is not an 
absolute veto ; it is a veto that only stays legis- 
lation until the subjectcan be reconsidered and 
the objections suggested by the President can 
be reflected upon by the Congress. That is 
all that it is; and if the most ordinary piece 
of legislation requires that the Congress shall 
submit its action to the President in order that 
he may study it, and if he disapproves it may 
send it back to Congress with his objection, so 
that Congress may reconsider the subject, it 
does seem to me that if the question were res 
integra we ought to say that the highest of all 
acts we can perform, an attempt to change the 
fundamental law of the land, comes within 
that provision and requires those safeguards 
of consideration and reconsideration. 

But that is res adjudicata; there is an end 
of all controversy about that. That question 
was raised on the adoption of the eleventh 
amendment to the Constitution. The reso- 
lution was not presented to the President for 
his approval, and of course never received 
his signature. The validity of the eleventh 
amendment was attacked in the Supreme 
Court of the United States in the case of 
Hollingsworth vs. The State of Virginia, on 
that very ground, and the Supreme Court 
unanimously decided that the resolution of 





A 


the Congress did not require the approval of 
the President. That question, then, is res ad- 
judicata in the judiciary, and it is res adjudi- 
cata here. This very fourteenth amendment 
that imposes these disabilities never was signed 
or approved by the President ; the resolution 
proposing it to the States never received the 
executive approbation, 

Mr. CONKLING. May L ask the Senator 
a question? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. Does he introduce that 
historical fact, that the fourteenth amendment 
was not approved by the President, as having 
any effect, one way or the other, upon this 
argument? And if he does, will he be kind 
enough to tell me whether that peculiar effect 
attaches also to all the other amendments that 
have not been approved by the President? 

Mr. THURMAN. I will answer the Sen- 
ator. I might answer him as it is very com- 
mon on this floor to do. Whenever reference 
is made to anything very extraordinary that 
was done by Congress within a space of three 
years and some months of the history of this 
country, it is common to defend its action 
on the ground that those were the years of 
Andrew Johnson’s Administration, and there- 
fore Congress was not bound by the Constitu- 
tion or by anything else, but only to see that 
Andy Johnson was headed off! 

Mr. CONKLING. My friend will allowme 
to say that if he putsthis upon that ground, 
that this is all being done at a time when Con- 
gress is not bound by the Constitution, I think 
the argument would be conclusive ; but if he 
concedes that we are bound by Constitution, 
then I have trouble with the argument. 

Mr. THURMAN. I am not going into a 
play of wits with my friend from New York. 
1 should get the worse of that encounter, as a 
matter of course. I am going to stick to this 
argument. What I was saying was that the 
question whether a proposition to amend the 
|| Constitution must be submitted to the Presi- 
|| dent for his approval is res adjudicata adju- 


|| dicated by the Supreme Court and adjudicated 
| 


| by Congress ; and that is an end of that. 
| There is a provision of the Constitution: 
that is peculiar; it takes the subject of it 


| 
\ out of the course of ordinary legislation, and 
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here is the highest proof that it is taken out 


of the course of ordinary legislation—the fact 
that the signature and approval of the Pres- 
ent is not requ red. ‘There is the very high 
est proof tl it is taken out of the course of 


ordinary Jeyislation. A two-thirds majority is 
st place, and the signature 


not required, 


required im the fir 


' j 
} 


ot the resident is 
it out of the ordinary course 
Now, ulthe igh the lang 


yel it is 


hat takes 
of legislation. 
lage is not exactly the 


ime, so nearly the same that there 


is not a shadow of difference in the meaning 
between the language in the section of the 
Constitution providing for amendments andthe 
fourteenth arti famendment, which pro- 
vides for the removal of these disabilities. 
‘They are entirely equivalent phrases, and an 
equivalent vote is required in each case—two 
thirds—so that there is precisely the same 
reason for holding that the assent of the Presi- 


dent is not necessary to a bill removing disabil- 
ities that there is to the argument that it is not 
Ssury lO & proposition to amend 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. POMEROY. Doesthe Senatorsay that 
if this bill passes it does not go to the Presi- 


» 


ried im re pect 


dent 
Mr. THURMAN. I say it need not; but | 
do not want to take up time with that. 


Mr. POMEROY. It must go to the Pres- 


ident; there is no doubt about that. 

Mr. THURMAN. I say it need not, and I 
say he has no power over it to veto it. But 
i do not care how that matter is; as I said 


belore, thatdoes not determine this question. I 
think, , that the very same reason 
which has settled the que tion that a resolu- 
tion to amend the Constitution does not go to 
the President settles the question that this bill 
does not; but Ll do waut to take up time 
wilh that point, 

{ come back to my proposition; and I must 
restate it, these interruptions have 


howevel 


’ ' 
UO. 


because 


| to the bill. 


diverted the attention of Senators. If there | 
were aruleol the Senate requiring that amend- || 


wents should be germane to the bill to which || 


they were offered itwould be admitted at once 
that the amendment of the Senator from Mas- | 
sachusetts was not in order. Now, my argu- 


mentis, that the Constitution makes the rule 
that the amendment must be yermane to the 
bill in the two cases: first, in the case of a 
proposition to amend the Constitution of the 


United States, and secondly, in regard to a dis- || 


ability bill under the fourteenth amendment. 


| 


1 do not controvert any principle of parlia- || 


mentary law, 


but I say your Constitution, 
which is the highest law, requires, by any fair 
liter; 


elation and construction of it, that an 
t to this bill shallbe germane tothe 
it i 


bill: and therefore 


liamenta: y luw. 


Now, Mr. President, let me put a question, 
and see if that is not the sound sense of the 
thing. Suppose the amendment of the Sen- 
ator trom Massachusetts were adopted and 
this bill should pass by a majority vote but less 
than two thirds, and should zo to the Presi- 

rited States and be approved by 
him, would it be alaw? And it so, how much 
of it would bea law? Manilestly, the disability 
part of it we ild not bea law, because it would 
not have received two thirds; but who shall 
say that the rest of it, that which required only 
; would not be a law, having 


dent of the U 


ak ana i Y Vote 


received a majority of both branches of Con- 


, 


gress and the signature of the President of the | 
United States? Does not this show how com- | 


pletely absurd it would be to admit an amend- 


ment of this kind, when if you passed it and || 


sent it to the President the amendment might 
become a law by his signature while the corpus 
of the bill upon which it was ingrafted could 
not be a law because it had not receiveda two- 
thirds vote in Congress? 

Mr, CONKLING. Will my friend allow 


me? 


Mr. THURMAN, 


I would prefer to go on, 


| 
no use to quote par- 


Mr. CONKLING. 
formation, and I wish to be brief. I ask now, 
as testing this question, the Senator’s attention 
to this provision of the Constitution : 

** No title of nobility shall be granted by the Uni- 
ted States; and no person holding any office of profit 
or trust under them, shall, without the consent of 
the C ept of any present, emolument, 
office, or title, of any kind whatever, from any king, 
prince, or foreign State.” 


yngress, ac 


[ ask the Senator whether that provision of 
the Constitution does not demand a law, an 
act of Congress, and if it does, [ ask him to 
distinguish between that case and this. 

Mr. THURMAN. I am going to answer 
what is the law presently. You cannot passa 
resolution to adjourn that is not a law. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
does not understand my question, or else he 
does not choose to answer it. 

Mr. THURMAN. Idochooseto answer it; 
but I prefer to take my own time. 

Mr. CONKLING. My question is, whether 
that provision of the Constitution implies that 
Congress by a law—and thereby I mean an act 
that is signed by the President—is to give its 
consent; because I have right here in the 
statutes, I will say to the Senator, the form in 
which thatalways has been done by act of Con- 
gress signed by the President. 

Mr. THURMAN, The Senator is determ- 
ined that I shall not answer in my own time. 
I shall answer that whole question when I come 
to reply to the proposition of the Senator from 
Vermont. Ihave got it down orderly on my 


I am really asking in- | 


Butmy honorable friend | 


brief, and I beg my friend to allow me to fol- | 


low it. 

I have given my first answer in regard to the 
parliamentary law, that the Constitution makes 
the parliamentary law here, and requires with 
more strength than any mere rule of the Senate 
could do that the amendment shall be germane 


It is not necessary for me to gain- | 


say the proposition put by the Senator from 


Vermont by way of illustration, namely, could 
you not move to strike out all of this bill after 
the words ‘* Be it enacted,’’ and insert a bill 
upon any other subject? 
that you could. Why so? Because then you 
strike out all the bill; and if you strike out 
all the bill and insert another bill of ordinary 
legislation, there is no trouble about it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then, may Las my friend 
a question right there? 


Mr. THURMAN. 


I have no objection. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Ifthat beso. on the theory | 


of my friend from Ohio, I should like to ask 


him what place the second section already in | 


this bill, that he is so anxious to pass, has 


| there? 


j 
} 


| 


ty 


Mr. THURMAN. I am going to answer 
about that second section. 
brief; but ‘* sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof.’’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
let us take it now. 

Mr. THURMAN. I know it must be to- 
day, because we begin to vote at four o’clock. 
You may strike out the whole bill afier the 
enacting clause, | think, and insert an appro- 
priation bill, if you see fit to do so; but you 
cannot leave it a disability bill and put on to 
it a piece of ordinary legislation. You shall 
not mend old garments with new cloth, nor put 
new wine into old bottles. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is done every day. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. THURMAN, That shall not be done. 
Sufficient, then, for that. Now I come to the 
question put by my friend from Vermont; and 
1 shall answer my friend from New York in 
answering that. 

The Senator from Vermont asks will 
this bill be a law if it passes. \ 
will be a law if it passes. What is a law? 
We all know who can remember back to our 


It must all be to-day ; 


| have that on my | 


not 
Certainly it 


{ admit, very frankly, | 








student days how much we were puzzled with | 


the definition of law by Blackstone, who lays 


|, it down that municipal law is a rule of action 
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prescribed by the supreme power in a Stay, 
commanding what is right and prohibjin? 
what is wrong. How much that has jy. 
criticised, and how it has been shown that , 
is entirely too narrow a definition of law | 
say with regard to law that law is every , 
scription which the supreme power of 
constitutionally makes whatever it is, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Do you claim tha , 


y pre. 
& State 


is agreed to by the States, is a law? 

Mr. THURMAN. I do, and I am Zing to 
show it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Supreme Court gay 

Mr. THURMAN. No, they do not Say any 
such thing. They say it is not ordinary esis 
lation, and so say 1; but I going to come to 
that very point, and [ may as well come to jt 
at once. 

What is a proposition to amend the Congti. 
tution of the United States if it is not a law? 
Let us see what the Constitution says; 

“The Congress, whenever two thirds of both 
Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose amend. 
ments to this Constitution’”’— 

And then is the provision that the States 
may propose amendments— 


“* which, in either case, shall be valid to all intents 


| and purposes, as part of this Constitution, when rati- 
| tied by the Legislatures of three fourths of the gey- 


eral States,’ &c. 

Now, I put it to the Senator from Vermont, 
if a proposition to amend the Constitution jg 
not a law, what right has any State Legisla- 
ture to vote upon it at all? What is it butg 
law that submits it to the State Legislature to 


vote for or against that amendment? It isa 
law. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Do you want me to 


|| answer that? 


Mr. THURMAN. Not now. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. You said you submitted 
it to me, and I thought you wished an answer, 

Mr. THURMAN. Every rule, every order 
we make constitutionally, is a law. If this 
Senate adjourns, it is a law, and every court 
would be bound to notice that the Senate had 
adjourned. If you pass a resolution to pay 
your pages, although it is a resolution of the 
Senate alone, it is a law, and they could have 
a mandamus to enforce their payment if the 
disbursing oflicer refused to pay. 

Mr. CONKLING,. When the Senate meets, 
is that a law too? 

Mr. THURMAN. When theSenate meets, 
itisalaw. The Senatordoes not ask me such 
a question as that inearnest. Every order we 
make isa law; but it is not ordinary legisla- 
tion. I wish some one to point out the dis: 
tinction between what is law and what is not 
law. Law isa thing which is to be obeyed, 
is it not? Law isa rule prescribed by the su- 


. 


| preme power in the State, or by some power 


in the State that has the authority constitu- 
tionally to prescribe it, and which the citizen 
must obey. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Must a_ proposal to 
amend the Constitution, that is submitted to 
the States, be obeyed? Are they obliged to 
ratify it? 

Mr. THURMAN. That does not alter the 
case atall. A law, I say, is that which must 
be obeyed; but that is only a limited detini- 
tion of it. A law is that which also enables a 
thing to be done which otherwise could not 
be done. No State Legislature could ratly 
a& proposed amendment to the Constitution 
unless Congress had proposed it, excep! 
where it had been proposed by a convention 
according to the other provision in the Con- 
stitution. The proposition that enables 4 
State Legislature to act upon it is the law ot 
its authority. It would have no authoriy 
unless it were a law. So that it proves noth 
ing to say that this is a law. ‘That is true; 
but it is not ordinary legislation ; and that 1s 
all that the Supreme Court of the United 
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United 


States have said in respect to this matter of 
this amendment of the ¢ oustitution. — 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May L ask my friend an- 
other question just on that point? | do not 
intend unpleasantly to interrupt him ; but he 
<ybmits these questions to me. Does he think 
that a bill which we pass through both Houses 
avd which must be submitted to the President, 
a bill to take money out of the lreasury, if you 
please, is a law until the President approves it? 

Mr. THURMAN. Certainly not. 

‘ir, EDMUNDS. Oruntil it has been sub- 
mitted to him? \| 

‘ir. THURMAN, Certainly not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then, something that we 
way do may be in the nature of proposal and 
not a law, may it not? 

Mr. THURMAN. When the Constitution 
provides that what we do shall be complete in | 
itself without the assent of the President that | 
is as much law as an ordinary act of legislation | 





after it has received his assent. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. That is the very point I 
make. | 


Mr. THURMAN. Iam not going to argue 
the question whether the President must ap- 
prove this bill. I do not care whether he 
must approve it or not. Suppose he must 
approve it, it does not make it any the greater 
law or any the less law. Jt does not touch 
this question whether this amendment is ger- 
mane or not. It has nothing to do with the 
question whether it is germane or not, except 
that it may illustrate the fact that it is not | 
germane; but it is not decisive of it one way 
or the other. Where Congress has a right to 
act by itself without the action of the Presi- 
dent, then what it does is just as much law | 
as an ordinary act of legislation which has | 
received his approval. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Bot in the case of an 
amendment of the Constitution, Congress can- | 
not act by itself without the assent of the 
States, so that my friend would be out on his 
own argument. | 

Mr. LHURMAN. My friend from Vermont | 
will do to go to some debating school and learn | 
logic again. When Congress has proposed an 
amendment to the Constitution, it has done 
all that Congress has any right to do, and 
when it has exhausted its power, then the as- | 
sent of somebody else on the subject is not an 
essential to its being a law. Suppose that we 
pass an ordinary act of legislation saying that 
an individual might, if he saw fit, do so and 
80; suppose We pass an act of incorporation, 
itis not binding upon anybody until it is ac- 
cepted; and according to the argument of my | 
friend from Vermont, it is no law at all until 
the corporators accept it. ‘That will not do. 
The fact that the States must afterward ac- 
cept it does not affect the question one way or | 
another. So far as Congress is concerned, it | 
has enacted a law when it has resolved that || 
the proposition shall be submitted. 

_ [said that the Supreme Court had decided 
inregard to this matter. What is the langaage ? 
Two of the judges made a remark; and one | 
Was this: 


“Chase, J. There could surely be no necessity to 
answer that argument. ‘The negative of the Presi- 
dent applies only to ordinary eases of legislation.” 

He admits that a proposition to amend the | 
Constitution is legislation, but not ordinary | 
legisiztion. The decision is just the other way ] 
from the statement of the Senator from Ver- 
mont. The decision is that it is legislation, 
but not ordinary legislation; and that is what 
every one must see, for ordinary legislation 
requires that the President shall approve the 
bi ', or resolution, or whatever it may be. 
That is all that the Supreme Court have said | 
on that subject. 

Now, sir, l am asked, if I am right in this || 
what business has this second section in the 
bill? This second section requires that those 
who are to have the benefit of this bill shall 
take and subscribe an oath to support the 
Coustitution of the United States, and that the {i 


| think it 
| could have time to consider this bill; if it were | 
| the recess, 


| ment of the Senator from New 


| can put no condition of any kind or 


| not. 


| Executive may 


|| doning power. 


oath shall be filed, and either the oath itself, 
or some registry of it, shall be sent to the 
Department of State. lamas much opposed 
to that second section as anybody is opposed 
toit. Ithink itis a blemish on this bill. I 
ought to be stricken out, and if we 


not that L want to take the bill and pass it before | 


| should vote to strike the second 
section out of it, but not on the ground that 
has been suggested, because what is the argu- 


says that if | am right, we must pass a bill 
which simply relieves the disability ; that we 
deserip- 
tion in it, but it must bea clean bill of health 
for every one of the persons who were lately 
in rebellion. IL am rather inclined to think 
that that view is not right. I admit that it is 
capable of discussion, and I do not know what 
is not capable of discussion. 

There may be very fairly two opinions upon 
it, whether or not we can pass a qualified and 
conditional removal of disabilities. I think it 
may be very fairly argued that we cannot; but 
in analogy to the exercise of the pardoning 
power and the interpretation that has been 
given to that, I aminclined to the opinion that 
we may make the removal of disabilities con- 
ditional. Let us see how it is with the par- 
doning power. I do not say, however, that 
this is the exercise of the pardoning power. 
I agree with the Senator from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Scorr] that the fourteenth amendment 
does not rest on the ground of punishment at 
all, but that it rests entirely on the ground of 
public policy, aud the removal of disabilities 
rests on the same ground; it has nothing to 
do with the punishment of offenses, but was 
simply adopted as a measure of political wis- 


dom, and the removal of disabilities proceeds | 


on the same ground, 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Is that in harmony with 
the decision of the Supreme Court in the Mis- 


| sourl case? 


Mr. THURMAN. 
read the case, and cannot say whether it is or 
{ have great respect for the decisions of 
all courts until they are reversed; whether I 


|| have for that particular decision I cannot say, 


as I never read it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
what it was. 

Mr. THURMAN. Oh, no, I would rather 
not, because I do not want a lecture on law 
here. [Laughter. ] 

How is it with the pardoning power? There 
is @ provision in the Constitution of the United 
States and in almost every State constitution 


I will state to my friend 


| giving to the Executive the pardoning power. 


L think it will be found in very few of these 
constitutions that there is anything but the 
naked graut of power to pardon offenses. 
There is usually no provision in respect to a 


| qualified pardon or anything of that kind. 


And yet I think it has been decided jast as 
often as the question has been made that the 
grant a qualified pardon; he 
may commute the punishment under tbe par- 
‘That authority has been exer- 
cised again and again and again. Men who 
have been sentenced to be hung have had their 
sentences commuted to imprisonment for life, 
to imprisonment for years, or the like. And 


York? He | 


I do not know; I never | 
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do with this question of order that the bill 
already contains within itself something that 
is repugnant to the disability-removing part of 
it? It would only show that the bill was not 
well drawn. It would show nothing on this 
question of order. | donot think, however, that 
in that respect the bill is obnoxious to the 
criticism of the Senator from New York. 

I say then, Mr. President, in conclusion, 
that the Constitution itself requires that the 
amendment shall be germane to the bill. I 
say you will fall into this absurdity if you hold 
any other rulag that if you adopt this amend 
ment and then pass the bill by less than two 
thirds, but by a majority, then the bill will 
have to go the President of the United States 
for his signature, and, if approved by him, 
you would have a part of the bill a law and 
part not a law. ‘There is no getting rid of 
that. I say, therefore, that the Constitution 
necessarily requires that the amendment shall 
be germane to the bill. It is no answer to 
this argument to say that the President must 
sign the bill if it pass. If that be granted, it 
does not touch the question one way or the 
other. I say further that it is no answer to 
say that when this bill passes it will be a law. 
That does not touch the question one way or 
the other. That only retlects on the question 
whether the President must sign the bill or 
not. But grant that he must sign the bill, it 
does not touch the question whether the 


| amendment to the bill must be germane to it. 


If the provision of the Constitution requires 
it to be germane to the bill, then whether the 
President is to sign it or whether it is to 
become effective without his signature, this 
amendment is not germane to the bill, and it 


| is out of order. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is the Sen- 
ate ready for the question? The Senator from 
Massachusetts [ Mr. Sumner] has proposed an 
amendment which has been read. ‘The Sen- 
ator from Ohio [Mr. Tnurman] objects to it 
as out of order. ‘The Chair overruies the point 
of order, and the Senator from Ohio appeals 
from the decision of the Chair. The Chair is 
gratified, being compelled to decide upon the 


|| instant, that this appeal has been taken. It 


brings to the judgment of the Senate a ques- 
tion that is novel in its character and of im- 
portance not only in a parliamentary but 
constitutional view, and it should be decided 
by no inferior authority. It is unnecessary to 
state that the Chair has no pride of opinion on 
the subject, and only desires that the question 
shall be decided according to the rules and 
the Constitution. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, may I be 
pardoned for addinga word; though the elab- 


| orate speeches already made seem to make 
| anything more superfluous? WhatI shall say 


is very simple. 

I call attention, in the first place, to the fact 
that we are engaged in considering what is 
entitled ‘‘an act’’ from the House of Repre- 
sentatives. It is not even a joint resolution, 
not a concurrent resolution; but it is an act, 


| or, as we sometimes say while a measure is still 


so, too, when Congress come to exercise this | 


power of the removal of political disability, 
a dizability imposed for reasons of public policy 


| and which may be removed for the like rea- 
| sons, 1 am not prepared to gainsay that they 
|| may require the persons who are thus to be || 


restored to their ability to take an cath to sup- 
port the Constitution of the United States, 
that they may make that a condition-precedent. 
I am not prepared to deny that; and if I am 
right in this, there is no incongruity between 
that section of the bill and the first 
which removes the disability. I will not say 


section 


whether that is so or not, but what has it to do | 


with this question of order? 


under discussion, certainly before it has re- 
ceived the approbation of one of the Houses, 


iabill. Receivingthe approbation of one of the 


| same provision occurs. 
What has it to || Congress, as has already been stated are 


Houses, it takes the name of ‘‘act.’’ Itisan act. 
Now, i would ask you, sir, | would ask the 
Senate, what there is to distinguish the pend- 
ing act from any other act? If any other act 
is open to amendment, why is this not open 
also? Is there any reason? 

Listening to the debate I find that the objec- 
tion is twofold : 

lirst, that by the language of the Constitu- 


| tion on disabilities they may be removed by 


a two-thirds vote of Congress. 


And it is 


| argued that this is not an act in the ordinary 


sense of the term, to be signed by the Presi- 
dent; but is that tenable? Looking at the 
Constitution I find that again and again the 
All the powers of 
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placed under the same words, ‘“the Congress 
shall have power ;’’ and yet nobody supposes 
that from ‘th it provision Congress can act 
without the approval of the President. 

Then again, the Senator from New York has 
called attention to a provision entirely similar 
in character, 48 follows: 

No person holding any office of profit or trust 
ler tLnew 

Che United States— 

il without the consent of Congress, accept of 
iny present, emolument, office, or title of any kind 
hatever, from any king, prince, or foreign State.” 

[ suppose that I myself ha®e drawn and 
introduced into this Chamber somewhere from 
twenty to forty bills under this very provis- 
ion, which have been passed, and afterward ap 

wroved by the President. Now, if in the pres- 
ont case what we do need not be approved by 
the President, as is argued, then in this other 
case the action of Congress does not need the 
yproval of the President. But notoriously 
such legislation has had the approval of the 
may go further. 
ion: 


Here is another 


‘No State shall, without the consent of Congress, 


lay any imposts or duties on imports and exports 
except what may be absolutely necessary for execut- 
ing ite inspection laws,’ 


But will anybody argue that the action of 
Congress on that subject must not have the 
appr wal of the President? 

Then, again, there is this provision: 

**No State ehall, without the consent of Congress, 


‘lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops or ships of war 


in time of peace, enter into any agreement or com- 
pact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or 
engage in war unless actually invaded or in such 
imminent danger as will not admit of delay,” 


Ilere we have the same operative words, | 
‘*No State shall, without the consent of Con- | 
and yet nobody will argue that the 


gress ;"’ 
action of Congress under that provision must 
not be approved by the President. 

| say, therefore, according to all the prece- 


dents, according to all the light to be derived | 
from various texts of the Constitution, the | 


pending measure is, to all intents, an act to be 
approved bythe President. The fact that there 
must be a few more votes than a majority does 
not change its essential character. The Con- 
stitution determines the number of votes re- 


quired, but it does not go further; it does not | 


take it out of the category of acts. The meas- 
ure remains always an act of Congress to be 
passed by a two-thirds vote. 

I then come to the other question, whether 
theamendmentis germane. Ihe Senator from 
Ohio argued this with a great deal of earnest- 


ness. But why is it not germane? Does not 


the act before us in its body propose a measure | 


of reconciliation? Itis clemency and amnesty 
which it proposes, and these, in my judgment, 
constitute a measure of reconciliation. And 
now | propose to add, justice to the colored 


race. Is not that germane? Do not the two 
go together? Are they not naturally associ- 
uted? Sir, can they be separated ? 


Instead of raising a question of order on, I 
think the friends of amnesty would be much 
better employed if they devoted their strength 
to secure the passage of my amendment. Who 
that is truly in favor of amnesty will vote against 
the measure of reconciliation which I propose? 
What has the Senator from Mississippi, [ Mr. 
Atcony,| whom I am so glad to welcome 
among us, and to whom I listened so carefully 
yesterday, what has he to say against giving 
equal rights to the colored race? Will he con- 
fine his energies to the vindication of those 
who have been in rebellion? I hope not. 
Surely, the excellent Senator would be much 
better employed if, instead of striking at the 
measure of reconciliation I now propose, he 
gave to it his powerful support. 

Sir, most anxiously do I seck reconciliation ; 
but I know too much of history, I know too 
much of my own country, and I remember 
too well the fires over which we have walked 
in these latter days, not to know that reconcilia- 





a 


| of slavery. 





tion is impossible except on the recognition 
of Equal Rights. Vain is the effort of the 


| Senator from Mississippi; he cannot succeed ; 


} 


he must fail, and he ought to fail. It is not 
enough to be generous; he must learn to be 
just. It is not enough to stand by those who 
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have fought against us; he must also stand by | 


those who for generations have borne the ban 
I listened with sadness to what 
the Senator said; he spoke earnestly and sin- 
cerely ; but to my mind it is much to be regret- 
ted that coming into this Chamber the repre- 


sentative of colored men, heshould turn against | 
‘*Pass the | 
amnesty bill first and then take care of the | 


them. Iknow that he will say, 
other.’’ I say better pass the two together, 
or if any one is to be lost, let it be the first. 
Justice in this world is foremost. How often 
mustI say, ‘‘Be just before you are generous?”’ 
The Senator is generous before he is just. I 
am sorry; I wish it were otherwise. How 
much better to be at once generous and just. 


The Senator thinks that the cause of the | 


colored race is hazarded because my amend- 
ment is moved on the act foramnesty. In my 
judgment, it is advanced. He says that the 
act of amnesty can pass only by a two-thirds 
vote, Well, sir, | insist that every one of 


that two thirds should record his name for my | 


measure of reconciliation. If he does not, 
he is inconsistent with himself. How, sir, 
will an act of amnesty be received when 
accompanied with denial of justice to the col- 
ored race? With what countenance can it be 
presented to this country? How will it look 
to the civilized world? Sad page! The re- 
cording angel will have tears, but not enough 
to blot it out. 

The Senator thinks this is not the time for 
this measure of justice. Allow me to say that 
a measure of justice isalways in season. Never 
is there any moment when it is out of season; 
and until this measure is accomplished, it will 
always be in season on any bill, especially on 
one seeking reconciliation in that distracted 
part of our country. The Senator must be 
familiar with previous kindred measures in 
this Chamber. He must know how in other 
days they have been contested; how the argu- 
ments that he now urges have been presented 
by others, when we pressed those great re- 
forms which have at last prevailed. Why, 
sir, the Senator repeated an argument which 
Il once heard in this Chamber against a prop- 
osition brought forward by myself to open the 
courts for colored witnesses. Iam disposed 
to think the Senator had read one or two of 
the speeches on that occasion. I was then 
told not to press the motion. I insisted that 
every colored person was entitled to be heard 
as a witness; and, will you believe it, I was 
resolutely opposed by the very arguments now 
wielded so ably by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi? 

Then came the opening of the horse-cars. 
There are Senators about me who remember 
that debate and the opposition. I was asked 
not to endanger a good measure, not to endan- 
ger a bill creating important facilities for loco- 
motion in Washington. Many persons came 
to me and said, ‘* Do you really mean to kill 
that railroad?’’ ‘*No,’’ said I, **I mean to 
make it a railroad worth having;’’ that is, a 
railroad administered on the principle of equal 
rights; and at last, after considerable effort, 
the inhibition making it impossible to exclude 
colored persons prevailed. 

Then came the opening of the polls. Sen- 
ators remember the stages of that discussion ; 
how at the beginning it was encountered; how 
when first presented there were very few in its 
favor; and I remember the first occasion when 


.the argument of the Senator from Mississippi 


was presented. I was told not to hazard the 
pending bill. That is a commonplace; we 
are familiar with it, | would say to my friend ; 
and I was very sorry that he was willing to 
revive it in this debate. It does not belong 
here; it is out of place. In the first place, it 
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does not hazard the bill; but, if it did, that ie 
no reason why my amendment should yo: } 
pressed. Must the greater be sacrificed tn os 
less? a 

The amendment is in all respects ge 
it is harmonious; it helps to complete th. 
measure. Without the amendment the per i. 
ing bill is no better than the half of a pair of 
scissors. The Senator from Mississippi wis), 
Congress to bestow upon the country one hs ' 
of a useful instrument. I[ wish the whole _ 

What I say now, Mr. President, is addresce 
specifically to the question whether this i 
osition is germane. The Senator from ‘Ohi 
presses that objection and I answer it, ‘1, 
amendment is as germane as the original meax. 
ure itself. If you rule it out as not germane 
you had better rule out the whole thing, |); 
two go together; they are parts of one whole. 
and how the Senator from Mississippi can 
so earnestly for one half when he has the op. 
portunity of getting the whole, passes my com. 
prehension. He is willing to send a Christmag 
present to the recent rebels and will send “ 
Christmas present tothe colored race. Chris; 
mas present! Was there ever a Christmas 
present more in harmony with the beautify] 
day than would be that which [ now propose? 
Sir, I invite the Senate, I invite the Senatoy 
from Mississippi who has so recently come 
among us, to unite in sending that Christmas 
present to the colored race of this land. The, 
would there be a merry Christmas to make 
glad the hearts of the good everywhere. 

Mr. SAWYER. Mr. President, I had the 
desire to say something upon this bill. It will 
not be forgotten that for three years, whenever 
I have had an opportunity, I have embraced it 
to speak in behalf of a bill of this character: 
and [ had hoped before this debate drew go 
near to its close that I should have an oppor- 
tunity to state again some of the reasons which 
induced my action in this behalf. But. Mr. 
President, the whole morning has been taken 
up by what seems to me to be a very useless 
discussion. It has been upon a question of 
order apparently raised here with the purpose 
of defeating this bill, rather than of any real 
good. 

I do not agree with the Senator from Mas. 
sachusetts that any Senator who wishes to pass 
this bill, and who also is in favor of his Dill, 
must necessarily vote for this amendment. 
On the other hand, it seems to me that it will 
be absolutely fatal to the amnesty bill if we 
attach this amendment to it, and in saying that 
I desire to express to the Senate and to the 
country my entire approbation of the princi- 
ples which underlie the bill of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, and to state that at any 
fitting time, whenever we can have the slightest 
chance of success in passing the measure 
which he has proposed to the Senate, [| shall 
be found voting by his side. 

But, Mr. President, [ cannot overlook the 
fact that it requires the votes of two thirds of 
the Senators voting to pass this bill and two 
thirds of the other House. I cannot overlook 
the fact, and it must be patent to that Senator 
himself that if his amendment is put upon 
this bill his amendment and the bill itself fall. 
We know as well as we know anything that 
the bill with that amendment cannot pass the 
Senate by the requisite majority. 

Mr. CONKLING. Why not? 

Mr. SAWYER. We know that that bill 
has not been referred to a committee at this 
session of Congress. We know that its pro- 
visions have only been cursorily examined by 
the Senate. 

Mr. STEWART. It was reported unfavor- 
ably on at the last session. 

Mr. SAWYER. If there has been a report 


rmane: 


ole: 


Tess 


on the subject at all, it has been of an un- 
favorable character; and every Senator knows 
the fact, it does not require reasoning to prove 
that the bill with that amendment cannot pass 
the Senate to-day, if at all. 

It is not, therefore, because I am opposed 
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to the principles of the bill of the Senator 
fom Massachusetts; it is mot because I will 


not go as far as he or any other Senator will 


go . . . 

citizens, that I shall vote against him on this 
eure; but it is because [ wish to secure 

the passage of a bill which I believe the inter- 


t 
ests Ol 


domand, and at the earliest possible moment. 


Whenever he may bring in this bill as an in- 
J .oendent measure or as an appendage to any 
ill which can, like that biil itself, be passed 
yy a mere majority of both Houses ot Con- 
“ese, then I stand ready to vote with him. 
But I think that it is vain to attempt to foist 
tie amendment of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts upon this bill. We shall by that means 
defeat both his own measure and the measure 
of the committee. 


every friend of amnesty, every one who desires 
to be generous in order to be just, must act 
to-day exactly as the Senator desires that we 
should act on his bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. May I interrupt my friend 
there? 

Mr. SAWYER. Certainly. 

Mr. SUMNER. The amnesty bill, as he has 
already said, ean be passed only by a two-thirds 
yote. Now, why should not every one in favor 
of amnesty vote for my amendment? Andthen 
there are some Senators, doubtless, who will 
yote in favor of my amendment who are not 
in favor of amnesty. I do not see why my 
amendment ought not to carry a much larger 
vote than the proposition of amnesty, because 
every man really in favor of amnesty ought to 
be in favor of my amendment. 

Mr. SAWYER. Mr. President, every man 
ought to be in favor of all good things, but the 
Senator from Massachusetts, as wellasanybody, 
knows that every man is not in favor of all 
good things; and especially does he know that 
every Senator is not in favor of ail the good 
things which that Senator proposes, and that 
Senator is very well aware that there is agreat 
difference of opinion as to what good things 
are. Weare not so constituted as to agree as 
to what the absolutely good and the absolutely 
true is. I believe with the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts that as long as the Constitution 
stands as it does now, every citizen of the 
country should stand upon an equal plane with 
every other; that to every citizen of the coun- 
try the same rights and privileges should belong 
as to every other; and, as I said before, I will 
go with that Senator whenever it is practicable 
to accomplish that result; but I feel, and [ 
believe that that Senator feels, that it isimpos- 
sible for this bill to pass in any reasonable 


time if this amendment be tacked to it. .I | 


therefore shall be bound to oppose the amend- 
ment. I oppose it because it is impracticable 
to pass the bill with it, and not from any hos- 
tility to the measure itself. 

[ had desired to say something in reference 
to the general subject of the relief of disabili- 
ties. The cloek, however, admonishes me that 


the time for our voting on this question ap- | 


proaches. I sha'l therefore contine myself 
to two or three remarks. 

The Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Bucx- 
INGHAM, | a Senator for whom we all entertain 
the most profound respect, yesterday deltvered 
a speech in opposition to the general principle 
of amnesty. He spoke of it as desirable to 
perpetuate in some way the recollection of the 
great rebellion. He desired to have left upon 


the statute-book something that would mark | 
the difference between loyalty and rebellion, || 
between patriotism and its opposite. Hethinks | 
it ls necessary to retain some of these disabili- | 


ties in order that that dividiag line between 
those who were true and those who were false 
to the Government shall be maintained. 

Now, Mr. President, it does seem to me 
that this country all over its surface, that our 
institutions throughout their whole structure, 
that the history of the country for the last ten 
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the white and colored races alike | 


I therefore do not admit || 
that that Senator is correct when he says that | 
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| future. 


| attention to the fact that 


years, will, for all time, as long as the Eng- 
lish language is spoken, and there shall be a 


globe, transmit to all generations the memory 


|| of that great struggle, and will make mem- 


orable the virtuesof the loyal, and the follies, 
not to say the crimes, of the disloyal. It does 
not seem to me that a mere act upon our law 
books is necessary to perpetuate the remem- 


|| brance of that terrible struggle, of the devotion 


| of the loyal and the defection of the disloyal. 


That distinction will be drawn in otherand more 
enduring lines than those which are traced in 
statutes. 

Again, some Senators speak of this act of 
amnesty as an act of justice. Mr. President, 
I place it upon no such ground. I ask it not 
as an act of justice. I never have asked it as 
an act of justice. Ihave asked it as an act 
of good public policy. The motive and reason 
of all punishment, for treason as well as for 
other crimes, is not that the man deserves pun- 
ishment, is not to satisfy justice, but it is to 
prevent the recurrence of similar crimes in the 
The primary object of punishment is 
not to reform the individual, nor to gratify 
vengeance, nor to what is called satisfying jus- 


tice; the end of civil punishments is to pre- | 


All civil || 


vent the recurrence of similar crime. 
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| single descendant of this nation left upon the | 
‘n behalf of the equal rights of our colored || 


punishments should proceed upon this theory ; | 


and any idea that this measure is a matter of 
compensating for crime by penalties is a false 
idea; any theory of that kind is a false theory. 


Phe only question for us to consider is whether || 


public policy demands the removal of these | 


disabilities or demands their retention. 

Now, Mr. President, I call upon any man 
who is familiar with the condition of affairs in 
the lately reconstracted States to say whether 
his own observation of that condition will 
justify him in retaining these disabilities one 


hour longer than may be necessary to passa 


fit and proper bill. I call attention to the 
speech which was made in the Senate yester- 
day by the Senator from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. 
Scott,] who has recently had large oppor- 
tunity to observe the condition of society and 


the bone and sinew of the South. 
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high crimes, it is very small business to con- 
tinue this little petty irritation, caused by 
r staining these political disabilities. 

It is due to the circumstance that this large 
number of men io the southern States were 
shut out from the possibility of holdiwg State 
and Federal offices that we have had so many 
abuses in the local governments of those 
States. It is due to that circumstance that 
in the State which I have the honor in part to 
represent on this floor we have to-day a State 
government which is a disgrace to civiliza 
tion. It is due to those disabilities, and to 

| those disabilities only, that we had not an 
ample field from which to select honest, capa- 
ble men for our local public offices, men who 
would have made faithful officers, and who 
would have been in complete barmony with 
the national Administration and the great 
Republican party on questions of public 
policy. Instead of that, what do we see 
to-day? A spectacle alike disgraceful to the 
Republican party, under whose banner and in 
| whose name gross abuses have been perpe- 
| trated, and to tue men who have thus stained 
its honor; and yet Senators desire us to con- 
tinue asystem which has been fruitful of such 
results. 

You may talk as you please about there 
being enough loyal men in the South to fill the 
offices. It is truethere might have been loyal 
men enough in the South to fill the offices ; 
bat when you shut out a particular class of 
men no more guilty than the rest from parti- 
| cipation in publie office, you found as a mat- 
i ter of fact that the great majority of the rest 
| of the population refused absolutely and en 
| tirely to have anything to do with the Govern- 

ment. It was that which in 1867 and 1868 
prevented our enlisting on behalf of good 
government and on behalf of reconstruction 
It was only 
here and there that a man came out from the 


| ranks in which he found himself and dared to 


government in the southern States. I cali 


the opinions of 
that Senator, an acute, careful, conscientious 
observer of what he sees around him, have 
undergone a total change in this respect since 
the last session of Congress. [I cali attention 
to the further fact that every individual who 


| is a careful observer, and who travels througi 
| the southern States, has come to precisely the 


same opinion. 
WhenI came into the Senate there was but 


| one Senator from the southern States who 


agreed with me on this subject of the removal 
of disnbilities. I doubt if to-day there are 


| more than two or three who differ with me on 


that subject. My honorable colleague at that 
time held opposite opinions, and yet he is 
to-day one of the stoutest supporters of the 
removal of political disabilities. The truth is, 
that the objections to the removal of political 
disabilities eome from Senators who are least 
acquainted by personal knowledge with the 
States wherein these disabilities have worked 
their evil. 

Mr. President, I have said before, and I 
repeat, that the cardinal faultin the reconstruc- 
tion policy was the imposition of any political 
disability ; that if you had meant to punish 
those who were engaged in the rebellion, you 
should have punished them in some more sub- 
stantial, more direct, and more severe man- 
ner. You should have taken the leaders of the 
rebellion, if you could have found them, and 
drawn a distinction between those more and 
those less guilty, and you should have made 
of them an example to future traitors. But 
when you have forgiven thousands of those who 
were most active in bringing about and carry- 


ing on the rebellion, when you have said to | 


the whole world that you will impose no pan- 
ishment even on the most prominent of them, 


take part with the Government and assist in 
the formation of new local governments. This 
system of disabilities is responsible for all 
that. 
I know it was not intended to cut off from 
participation in reconstruction this large class 
of our citizens who actually held aloof. Lknow 
that the law only distranchised forty or fifty 
thousand in the entire South; but behind each 
one of that forty or fifty thousand were ascore 
or a hundred, and that score or hundred fol- 
lowed precisely the lead of the forty or fifty 
thousand. Now, I ask that, as a matter of 
publie policy, this great mistake shall be cor- 
Although it will not undo the evil 
already done by this mistaken policy, I ask 
that to-day you shall take off from those men 
the restrictions which prevent their being held 
responsible in a larger degree than they now 
are for good orde - 
Sir, the colored people of the South ask this. 
The colored people of the South, could they 
be represented on this floor to-day, would say 
to the Senator from Massachusetts, ‘*‘ Hold off 
your bill until we can secure amnesty ; we will 
get onr rights under your bill sooner or later ; 
we are willing to wait for the time when such 
a measure Cah be carried out and Can puss, 
bat give us amnesty.’’ They have petitioned 
for amnesty with ten times as many petitions 
as have come up here for the passage of the 
Senator’s bill. There has hardly been a con- 
vention of colored men in the South who have 
not said to Congress, ‘*Give usamnesty.”’ J 
admit the hardships under which the colored 
men labor, and which are intended to be cor- 
rected by the bill of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, and I say I will go with him, aud a 
large number of Senators here will go with 
him, to pass that bill; bat two thirds of the 
| Senate and two thirds of the House will not 

go with him to pass that bill now; and there- 
_ fore, under those circumstances, I fee! boand to 
| vote against the amendment, however pained 


“ant 
rec ted. 


such as is usually awarded to treason and other || I am to do so. 
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Mr. SUMNER. Let me say that two thirds 
will not go in favor of my amendment if the 
Senator from South Carolina can influence 
their votes. 

Mr. SAWYER, 
Senator. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator says that two 
thirds of Congress would go against this bill 
if my amendment were put upon it; that it 
would not carry two thirds of the Senate. If 
it does not carry two thirds of the Senate it is 
because the friends of amnesty follow the lead 
of the Senator and vote against my proposition. 
Now I entreat the Senator to reconsider his 
position. Let him rally his friends and all the 
friends of amnesty to do justice to the colored 
race. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour 
of four o'clock has arrived, and it becomes 
the duty of the Chair to remind the Senate 
: that by unanimous assent it was agreed yester- 

day that at this hour general debate should 
cease and yoting commence on the amend- 
eS | ments. 
Several Senators. Question! 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


I do not understand the 








+ eye 
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Question! 
The ques- 
tion is, Shall the decision of the Chair stand 
4} as the judgment of the Senate upon the point 
of order raised on the amendment of the Sen- 


; ; : ator from Massachusetts? 

c= 3 Mr. SUMNER and Mr. CONKLING called 

a] for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

css Mr. BAYARD. I desire to state that the 
¥ Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Stockton] has 


paired with the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. 
Cuanpier.|] The Senator from New Jersey, 
if he were here, would vote *‘nay,’’ and the 
Senator from Michigan would vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 28, nays 26; as follows: 





YEAS—Messrs. Alcorn, Ames, Boreman, Brown- 
low, Buckingham, Caldwell, Carpenter, Clayton, 
Conkling, Edmunds, Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, 
Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, Morrill 
of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, 
i) Ramsey, Sherman, Spencer, Sumner, West, Wilson, 
: and Windom—2s. 
:. NAYS— Messrs. Bayard, Blair, Casserly, Cooper, 
‘a Davis of Kentucky, Davisof West Virginia, Hamil- 
. | ton of Maryland, Hamlin, Hill, Hiteheock, John- 
ston, Kelly, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, Norwood, 
Rice, Robertson, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Scott, Ste- 
; venson, Stewart, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, and 
Vickers—%. 
ABSEN'T—Messrs. Anthony, Cameron, Chandler, 
Cole, Corbett, Cragin, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, 
; Harlan, Howe, Kellogg, Logan, Osborn, Patterson, 
Schurz, Sprague, Stockton, and Wright—18. 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The ques- 
tion now recurs on the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. SUMNER. I wish to perfect the amend- 
ment before it is voted on by introducing in 
4 line eleven of its first section, after the word 
ae ‘supported ’’ the words ‘‘ by moneys derived 
ns | ae general taxation ;’’ so that the clause will 
mai - read: 


a 


That there shall be no distinction by trustees, | 


ae So commissioners, superintendents, teachers, or other 
. 3 officers of common schools, and other public insti- 


‘ moneys derived from general taxation or authorized 
2s by law. 
I wish to have those words inserted after the 
word ‘“ supported.’’ [suppose that will be done 
a8 a Matter of course. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That modi- 
{ f fication will be made. 
a4 Mr. SUMNER. Now, Mr. President, I 
hope there will be no question about adopting 
this amendment. 
Several Senators. It is after four o’clock. 
ait @ j Mr. SUMNER. I believe I have the right 
E to occupy five minutes. lam going to be gen- 
erous as the two thirds propose to be to the 
former rebels; I shgfl not occupy five minutes, 
‘ But I will ask once more my friends over the 
; 2 way, who insist upon amnesty, to unite with 
: : me now in justice to the colored race. Let 


: : us do this work all at once. I wish to have 

Sem eae se the pleasure of voting for this bill. I wish to 
ae unite with the Senator from Mississippi [Mr, 

ee). Acorn] in the generosity that he proposes 


| 





| I stand here to plead for justice. 








tutions of learning, the same being supported by | 


i 


i 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





but I do implore him to unite with me in jus- 
| tice to his own constituents. Treat the two | 
together; put them both in the same bill; pass | 
| them by a two-thirds vote, and let the country | 
| see how grandly unanimous we are in an act | 
which is at once generous and just, full of 
generosity, the noblest generosity, the grand- | 
| est magnanimity in human history, and full | 
also of simple justice. 
Others | 
may plead for generosity; I ask you to be just. | 
Is there anything in my amendment that does 
not contemplate justice? Is there anything 
that the Senator from Mississippi can properly 
oppose? Iknowthere isnot. Then I ask him | 
to unite with me in making it the law. Let 
him bring down upon his head blessings with- 
out number by lending his influence at this 
early stage of service in this Chamber in favor 
of ameasure of such transcendent importance. 
Why, sir, as he returns to his own State, he 
will have following him not only the thanks of 
the former rebels who have been amnestied 
through his exertions, but the benedictions of 
the slave. Sir, that ought to count; I hope 
that the Senator will not lose the opportunity. 

Mr. ALCORN. I desire to say asingle word. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
must remind the Senator that by the rule 
adopted yesterday five minutes were to be 
allowed only to the proposer of an amendment. 

Mr. ALCORN. I do not propose to occupy 
that much time. 

Mr. THURMAN. What is the rule? 

Mr. STEWART. Five minutes for explan- 
ation of an amendment by the mover. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The rule 
adopted yesterday was that any Senator pro- 
posing an amendment should have five minutes 
to explain it; but that there should be no fur- 
ther debate. 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope the Senator from 
Mississippi will be allowed to take it out of my 
time. I did not speak five minutes. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That can 
only be done by unanimous consent. The Chair 
has no right to portion out the time of Sen- 
ators. ‘This is a rule for Senators themselves 
to observe; the Chair has no power to enforce 
it. The question ia on the amendment of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. SUMNER. On that I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. VICKERS. The Senator from Iowa 
(Mr. Harvan] desired me to pair off with him, 
as he had business to transact at the Interior 
Department. If he were here he would vote 
‘*vea’’ and [ should vote ‘‘ nay.’’ I therefore 
decline to vote. 

Mr. BAYARD. I desire to state that the 
Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Stockton] is | 
paired with the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. 
Cuanpier.}] The Senator from New Jersey, | 
if present, would vote ‘‘ nay,’’ and the Senator 
froin Michigan would vote ** yea.”’ 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 29, nays 30; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Brownlow, Buck- 
ingham, Caldwell, Carpenter, Clayton, Conkling, | 
Corbett, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, 
Frelinghuysen, Hamlin, Kellogg, Morrill of Ver- 
mont, Morton, Nye, Patterson, Pomeroy. Pratt, Ram- 
sey, Rice, Sherman, Spencer, Sumner, West, Wilson, 

and Windom—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Blair, Boreman, 
Casserly, Cooper, Davis of Kentucky, Davis of West 
Virginia, Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, Hamilton 
of Maryland, Hill, Hitchcock, Johnston, Kelly, Lewis, 
Logan, Morrill of Maine, Norwood, Pool, Robertson, | 
Saulsbary,Sawyer, Schurz, Scott,Stevenson, Stewart, | 
Thurman, Tipton, and Trumbull—30, 

ABSEN T—Messrs.Cameron,Chandler,Cole,Cragin, | 
Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, Howe, Osborn, 
Sprague, Stockton, Vickers, and Wright—13. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I propose an amendment 
which [ trust the friends of the bill will agree 
to, because it is perfectly germane and is for | 
| the purpose of perfecting the bill. 1 move to | 
amend the bill in section one, line tweive, by | 
| striking out the word ‘‘the’’ after the word | 

















‘Sof’’ and before the word ‘‘ Congress,”’ and | 


| ** withdrew therefrom ;’’ so that that ¢ 
| 
| 
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inserting the word “‘ any ;’’ and then by inger:. 
ing after the word ‘‘States’’ in the same line 
the words ‘‘after the thirty-fifth;’” and c 
striking out in the thirteenth line th f 








€ Words 
3 lause of 
exception will read: 


‘irst. \ S =- 
gia Mee at ade Sa te Ua 
ion. P 

The Thirty-Fifth Congress ended on the 9, 
of March, 1859, so that the Thirty-Sixth Con- 
gress and those succeeding it were those jy 
which this conspiracy of rebellion was cop. 
cocted and out of which some gentlemen with. 
drew, feeling it a matter of honor the moment 
they had made up their mind to make war oy 
the country to go away, which I can appreciate 
Others, being equally traitorous and egually 
base, or more so, staid here, causing all tho 
trouble and getting all the information they 
could and drawing their pay until their term 
expired on the 4th of March, 1861. 

Now, I think it not unfair to ask the friends 
of this measure to allow that class of people, 
one and all, to stay out of this general bi)], 
and then, if in respect to any one of them 
there is a special reason why he should he 
relieved, we can pass a bill for his benefit. 
The effect of my amendment simply is, there- 
fore, instead of using the words * withdrew 
therefrom,’’ that are in the bill applied to those 
Congresses, which would only apply to those 
who actually vacated their seats before their 
term expired, who were really the best class 
of rebels, to include those who staid here, 
acting the part of spies and traitors together, 
and taking the money of the United States to 
aid the rebellion, until the 4th of March, 1861, 
I hope, therefore, that thisamendment will be 
agreed to without opposition. 

The PRESIDENT protcmpore. The ques: 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Vermont. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish toknow what the 
understanding is as to debate. I certainly 
misunderstood it. Isit the understanding that 
a member may make a speech here, and that 
there is to be no reply to it at all? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is. 

Mr. CONKLING. I did not so under- 
stand it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. And I did not. 

Mr. MORTON. I understood that each 
Senator would have a right to speak for five 
minutes. 

Mr. THURMAN. I thought everybody was 
allowed to speak five minutes; otherwise it 
operates most unfairly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the Globe be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sec- 
retary will read the agreement as reported in 
the Globe. ‘The Senate will put its own inter: 
pretation upon it. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows from the 
proceedings of yesterday: 

‘*The Presipine Orricer. Is the general assent 
of the Senate given to the proposition of the Sena- 
tor from Ohio, that at four o’clock to-morrow gen- 
eral debate shall cease on this bill and voting shall 
commence on the amendments ? ; 

““Mr. EpmuNps. With five minutes explanation 
by those who offer amendments I will agree to it. 
wee The ordinary five-minutes de- 

“Mr. Rozertsoy. That is, to those who offer 
amendments, but to none others. 


“The PresitpineG Orricer. The Chair then under: 
stands that that is the general assent of the Senate. 


Mr. CONKLING. Isthere not a preceding 
reference in regard to this? I remember 
asking a question myself of the Chair and 
receiving an answer. ; 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There 's 
something after that; but this is where the 
agreement took place. There was some further 
colloquy not relating to that. The Secretary 
will read what further relates to it. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


“The Presipinc Orricer. Is there any objection 
to four o’clock ? 

“Mr. Conxiing. For what purposo? 

“The Preaipine Orricer. That debate shall ecasc 
at four o’clock, and then that there shall be ouly 
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-..minutes debate on amendments. The Chair 
naleehy no objecuon. Such is the general assent of 


the Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. I prefer, for one, to 
observe this agreement as others understood 
it, if there be a difference of apprehension in 
regard to it. 1 beg to say, however, that the 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. Suerman J having said 
‘the ordinary five-minutes debate,’’ which is 


something very familiar to him, having served | 


in the other House, as it is to me, I under- 
stood, as the last answer of the Chair gave me 
to understand, that it was to be the ordinary 


fve-minutes debate upon amendments, and | 


| submit with deference that a five minutes 
debate upon amendments would be rather an 


extraordinary debate if it consisted of the right 
of one person to speak on one side and nobody | 
to be permitted on the other side to answer | 


him. However, as I say, I wish, for one, to 
observe the understanding as other Senators 
received it. I supposed it was to be, as stated 
by the Senator from Ohio, the ordinary five- 
minutes debate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I understood it pre- 
cisely as the Senator from New York does. | 


did not suppose that there was to be a five- | 
minutes debate on one side and nobody be | 


The Chair | 


a lowed to reply. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
will be governed by the sense of the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I feel injustice to myself 
that I ought to remark that I did not hear the 
observation of the Senator from South Carolina 
which is reported in the Globe. 
the Chair heard him, the Senator being nearer 
the Chair than myself. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
heard the remark, and supposed that all 


Senators understood it, although there was a || 


great deal of confusion in the Chamber at the 
ume. 

Mr. STEWART. Very well; let that be 
the understanding. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
it at all. 

Mr. THURMAN. I rose for the purpose 
of ascertaining exactly what the understanding 
was. | understood it as the Senator from New 
York did. If I had not, I never should have 
agreed to it. At the same time, it is but jus- 
tice to say that I very distinctly heard the 
limitation placed upon it by some Senator 
over there; I suppose the Senator from South 
Carolina; but my attention was directed to 
something else, by somebody speaking to me, 
and | did not know what the final action of 


I do not desire to debate 


the Senate was; I did not know whether that | 


was acquiesced in or not. However, I am 
willing to abide by the rule as it was under- 


stood, and as it appears it was adopted, and | 


the Chair has ruled accordingly, but I never 
will agree to such a rule again. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
such an understanding when a bill has been up 
for but one day. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I did make the re- 
mark that the Globe has ascribed to me. I 
think the friends of the bill fully understood 
il, and do not care anything about further 
discussion. Senators are old enough to vote 
without receiving any further light or informa- 
ion on this subject. If any amendments are 
agreed to, the constituents of the honorable 


Senator who sits on my left [Mr. ALcorn] | 


will be deprived of the offices to which they 


have been elected, as they are required to | 


qualify on the 2d day of January next. 
lhe PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


of the Senate is overruled. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
ermont, 
Mr. EDMUNDS, That cuts out all after 
the 4th of March, 1859. 
nays upon it. 


The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being | 


taken, resulted—yeas 27, nays 31; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony,Brownlow, Buck- 





I presume | 





We never ought to have | 





This de- | 


bate is not in order unless the understanding | 


Lask forthe yeas and | 


; ingham, Caldwell, Carpenter, Clayton, Conkling, 


Corbett, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, 
Frelinghuysen, Hamlin, Howe, Morrill of Vermont, 
Morton, Nye, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, Scott, 
Spencer, Sumner, Wilson, and Windom—27. 

_ NAYS—Meersrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Blair, Casserly, 
Cooper, Davis of Kentucky, Davis of West Virginia, 
Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, Hamilton of Mary- 
land, Hill, Hitcheock, Johnston, Kellogg, Kelly, 
Lewis, Logan, Morrill of Maine, Norwood, Rob- 
ertson, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Schurz, Sherman, Ste- 
venson, Stewart, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, Vick- 
ers, and West—3l. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Boreman, Cameron, Chandler, 
Cole, Cragin, Gilbert. Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, 
Osborn, Patterson, Rice, Sprague, Stockton, and 
Wright—14. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. PRATT. I offer the following amend- 


ment, to come in at the close of the first see- 
tion: 


Provided, That the removal of such disabilities 
shall not have the effect of giving the persons re- 


lieved the status in court or elsewhere of loyal per- || will state, such seeming to be the sense of the 


| Senate, that a Senator presenting an amend- 
| ment may apportion out his five minutes if he 
| so chooses. 


sons in asserting any claim against the UnitedStates 
which they do not now possess, either for money 
claimed to be due, or for appropriation of or injury 
to property belonging to them. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask for the yeas and 
nays.on that amendment. I want to see who 
will vote against that. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 


moves this amendment if he will allow me dne 


minute of his five to state why it ought not to | 


be adopted. 
Mr. PRAT’ ¢ 
tion. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 


Certainly ; I have no objec- 


ment to the Constitution provides simply for 
imposing a disqualification to hold office. This 
bill provides for removing the disability im- 


posed by the fourteenth amendment, which is | 
simply to hold office, and every citizen remains | 


just as he stood before we passed this bill as 
to all his other rights except the right to hold 
office. This is not a pardon. The bill does 
not propose to pardon anybody. 
proposes to remove the disability imposed by 
the fourteenth amendment, which is simply a 
disability to hold office. 
about it. It has no effect whatever upon any 
claim that a man has. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
gives me a minute out of his time to reply to 
my friend from Illinois, who seems to be 

Mr. HILL. 
is within the rule adopted. 
see it infringed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ah! My honorable 
friend from Georgia must be a little slow of 
comprehension that he did not think of that 
about a minute ago. 

Mr. HILL. I thought that was an arrange- 
ment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. This, also, let me tell 
my friend, is an arrangement. 
permission of my friend from Indiana. 


Mr. HILL. I beg your pardon; I did not 





I do not like to 


| know that. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 
that. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. HILL. No; but I did not hear you 
ask it, and could not know it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 


only have a word or two to say in reply to my 


friend from Illinois, and the first is, that I am | 
a little surprised that those who are the special | 


champions of protection of the Treasury and 
of the public money should object to an 
amendment of this kind, which is merely de- 
claratory that this bill shall not have the effect 


to put people’s hands into the Treasury whose | 
last act was to raise their hands against the || 


people who own the Treasury. 
Now, to the point. My friend says that this 
bill removes political disabilities. So it does. 
It also removes a legal disability which the 
Constitution has imposed upon a certain class 
of persons, and under that Constitution we 


| have framed pension laws and claims Jaws and 
| claims commission laws based upon the theory 


of this constitutional provision and in har- 


I ask the Senator who | 


Having one minute, | 
then, I wish to say that the fourteenth amend- | 


It merely | 


That is all there is || 


My friend from Indiana | 


I submit whether this debate | 


I speak by | 


|| Same. 


I am not responsible for | 


Now, Mr. President, I || | 
: : : for it because [ believe that is what the bill 
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| mony with it, in order to protect the Treasury, 


that we may have something to pay loyal 
claimants and not be obliged to pay disloyal 
ones. In the decision of the Supreme Court 
made a year or two ago, | think in the ease of 
Padelford, they held that an act of amnesty 
or pardon put a man in such a position that in 
point of law he never had been guilty of any 
offense. Now, then, if we relieve from this 
constitutional inhibition the legal as well as 
the political disabilities of these parties, it will 


be maintained, and in some quarters with a 


great deal of force, so that the money will go, 


| that we have restored these people to all rights 
|| by this last act of legislation. 
| a matter of precaution and safety and absolute 


Therefore, as 


security, this amendment ought to go on the 
bill if we wish to protect the Treasury. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 


Several Senators. No, no. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
seems to be the general sentiment. 

Mr. CONKLING. Let us stand by the 
agreement. We have all stood by it so far, 
and let us adhere to it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


That 


The ques- 


|| tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 


Indiana, [Mr. Prarr. ] 
rhe question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 34; as follows: 


_ YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Brownlow, Buck- 
ingham, Caldwell, Carpenter, Clayton, Conkling, 


| Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Ham- 


lin, Howe, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Pat- 
terson, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, Sherman, 
Sumner, Wilson, and Windom—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Blair, Casserly, 
Cooper, Corbett, Davis of Kentucky. Davis of West 
Virginia, Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, Flanagan, 
Hamilton of Maryland, Hill, Hitchcock, Johnston, 
Kellogg, Kelly, Lewis, Logan, Morrill of Maine, 
Norwvod, Rice, Robertson, Saulsbury, Sawyer, 
Schurz, Scott, Stevenson, Stewart, Thurman, Tip- 
ton, Trumbull, Vickers, and West—34. 

ABSEN T—Messrs. Boreman, Cameron, Chandler, 
Cole, Cragin, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Harian, 
Osborn, Spencer, Sprague, Stockton, and Wright—13. 


So the amendment was rejected, 


Mr. WILSON. Several amendments have 
been offered, and every Senator seems dis- 
posed to vote for precisely what he wishes 
without regard to the passage of the bill. I 
therefore propose to amend the bill by striking 
out all of the first section after the word 
‘*classes’’ in the eleventh line and inserting: 

First. All persons who, being members of the 
Thirty-Sixtn and Thirty-Seventh Congresses of the 
United States, withdrew from their seats and aided 


| the rebellion. 


Second. All persons who, having held the office of 
judge of the Supreme Court of the United Siates or 
head of one of the Executive Departments of the 
Government of the United States in the year 1800 
or 1861, shall have engaged in rebellion against the 


I will simply say that this amendment makes 
no exclusion from the benefits of this bill 
except of members of the Thirty-Sixth and 
Thirty-Seventh Congresses who went out and 
engaged in rebellion, and judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States and heads of the 
Executive Departments; and | desire to vote 


should do. 
nays upon it. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. LOGAN. I should like to ask the Sen- 


Therefore I ask for the yeas and 


| ator from Massachusetts a question; as | do 
| not exactly understand his amendment. If 


I understand it correctly, if that amendment 
should be adopted, officers of the Army and 


| the Navy who left the service and joined the 


rebellion would not be excluded. 

Mr. WILSON. No, sir. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator proposes by his 
amendment to relieve those men who, although 
they had been educated by the Government, 
joined the rebellion. 


Mr. VICKERS. I should like to ask the 


|| Senator from Massachusetts if he is correctly 
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reported inthe Globe. I find him reported as 
saying yesterday, ‘'1 shall vote for the bill as 


it is, but I desire to say that I do not like its || 


form.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
thinks that debate is not in order. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. The agreement is up. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 


The Chair 


Massachusetts, [Mr. WiLsow. ] | 


Mr. CARPENTER. I want to know what 
the amendment is. What is stricken out by | 
that motion? 

Several Senators. All the exceptions. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 4, nays 55; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brownlow, Edmunds, Flanagan, 
and Wilson—4. 

NAYS—Mezssrs. Alcorn, Ames, Anthony, Bayard, 
Biair, Boreman, Buckingham, Caldwell, Carpenter, 
Casserly, Clayton, Conkling. Cooper, Corbett, Davis 
of Kentucky, Davis of West Virginia, Fenton, 
Ferry of Connecticut, Ferry of Michigan, Freling- | 
huysen, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamlin, Hill, | 
Hitchcock, Howe, Johnston, Kellogg, Kelly, Lewis, | 
Logan, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Mor- | 
ton, Norwood, Nye, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, Rice, 
Robertson, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, Sher- } 
man, Spencer, Stevenson, Stewart, Sumner, Phur- 
man, Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, West, and Win- 
dom—55. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Cameron, Chandler, Cole, Cra- 
gin, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, Osborn, 
Pool, Ramsey, Sprague, Stockton, and Wright—13. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MORTON. I offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in after the word ‘ removed,’’ 
in line nine of the first section: 


Provided, That this act shall not be construed to 
relate back to or validate the election or appoint- | 
ment of any person to the position of Senator or 
Representative in Congress, or to any office civil or 
military under the United States, which person was | 
at the date of such election or appointment ineli- 
gible to the office or position to which he may have | 
been so elected or appointed. 


The object of this amendment is to exclude | 





from the benefit of this bill any man who has | 
consented to be elected or has procured him- 
self to be elected to an office in defiance of 
the fourteenth amendment, any man who while 
resting under the disabilities of that amend- 
ment and in defiance of it has attempted to | 
obtain office. It is also intended that we shall | 
defeat the purpose of those who have defied | 
that amendment by knowingly electing or pro- | 
curing the election of those who are disquali- | 
fied by the Constitution of the United States. 
If there be such persons who have thus acted 
in defiance of the Constitution, who have set 
at naught a solemn amendment adepted by 
the people of the United States, they ought not | 
under any consideration to be eutitled to the 
benefit of this bill. They have no right to it in 
point of justice; but, on the contrary, having 
shown a disregard of the law, having willfully 
defied the Constitution of the United States, 
they are not proper persons afterward to hold 
office under it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is a new treason. 

Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. I therefore hope 
that this amendment will be adopted. If it 
should not be, this bill ought not to pass. This 
billought notto have the effect to legislate men 
into Congress or to legislate men into the en- 
joyment of office, of influence, and of power, 
who have acted in open defiance and coutempt 
of the Constitution. 

_ Mr. THURMAN. I wish to inquire if that 
is not precisely the same amendment that was 
voted down? 

Mr. MORTON, There has been some slight 
change. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
is advised that it is not the same amendment, 
although similar. 

Mr. THURMAN, 
ference consist ? 

Mr. CONKLING. Itisdifferent in language. 
It is the same idea, but it is more seashell 

Mr. HILL, It is, in substance, the same 
thing. 
Mr. THURMAN. We see now where this | 


Wherein does the dif- 


| 


tion for the remarks of the Senator from Indi- 
ana—- 

Mr. MORTON. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
the understanding. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Indiana. 

Mr. MORTON. 
upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator from Maine, 
[Mr. Hamuix.] who was obliged to leave the 
Senate Chamber, not feeling well, asked me to 
pair with him, which I did. If he were here he 
would vote *‘ yea,’’ and I should vote ‘* nay.”’ 


Mr. VICKERS. 


Is that in order? 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


| paired with the Senator from Iowa, [Mr. Har- 


| LAN. J 








rule is. There is not one particle of founda- I 


He would vote ‘‘yea,’’ and I should 
vote ‘* nay.’ 

Mr. BAYARD. I desire to state that the 
Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Stockton] is 
paired with the Senator from Michigan, [ Mr. 
CHanpLer.}] If the Senator from New Jer- 
sey were present he would vote ‘‘nay,’’ and 
the Senator from Michigan would vote ‘ yea.”’ 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 29, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Brownlow, Buck- 
ingham, Caldwell, Carpenter, Clayton, Conkling, 
Corbett, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, 
Frelinghuysen, Howe, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
Vermont, Morton, Nye, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, 
Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Scott, Spencer, Sumner, Wil- 
son, and Windom—29. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Blair, Casserly, 
Cooper, Davis of Kentucky, Davis of West Virginia, 
Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, Hamilton of Mary- 
land, Hill, Hitchcock, Johnston, Kelly, Lewis, 
Logan, Norwood, Robertson, Saulsbury, Schurz, 
Sherman, Stevenson, Stewart, Tipton, Trumbull, 
and West—26. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Boreman, Cameron, Chandler, 
Cole, Cragin, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, 
Hlarlan, Kellogg, Osborn, Sawyer, Sprague, Stock- 
ton, Thurman, Vickers,and Wright—17. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I propose an amendment 
to remove a doubt I have in my mind. I de- 
sire to vote for this bill; but I am a little afraid 
that the language of the bill as it stands will be 
so broad as to relieve parties benefited by it 
from other disabilities than those imposed by 
the third section of the fourteenth amend- 
ment. I move, therefore, in the third and 
fourth lines of the first section to strike out the 
words ‘‘ all legal and,’’ and to insert the word 
‘*the;’’ so as to make the bill read : 

That the disabilities imposed by the third section 
of the fourteenth article of amendments to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, &e. 

The answer to my doubt would be suggested 
to every one, that these words ‘‘legal and 
political disabilities’’ are limited to those im- 
posed by the third section of the fourteeath 
amendment. Iam not sure but that the third 
section of the amendment might exhaust itself 
upon the word ‘ political,’’ leaving these men 
to be relieved from legal disabilities not em- 
braced in the third section of the amendment. 
If so, it would authorize them to sue for dam- 
ages for injury to property by the Government 
of the United States, and open the door to con- 
troversies and litigations without end. In a 
law so important as this, I desire to avoid all 
possible misconstruction; and as this bill has 
now been amended by the vote of the Senate, 
I trust that the words ‘‘all legal and’’ may be 
stricken out. They are of no use whatever, 
because the only disabilities imposed by the 
third clause of the fourteenth amendment are 
»olitical disabilities. These words, therefore, 
Lae no sense or meaning here. They are 
simply words, without adding any strength to 
the phrase, and yet creating a doubt in my 
mind; it is true, not a very strong donbt, but 
it is a doubt that causes me to hesitate about 
voting for this bill. I certainly would not vote 


|| for this bill if it authorized these persons not 


only to hold office, but to sue in the Court of 
Claims and other courts of justice and opened 
the door to a multitude of other litigations. 
As these words now have no useful purpose, I 


On this question I am | 


That is in violation of || 
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| trust they will be stricken out. The argumen; 


of my colleague last night, that this bill ough; 
to be passed before the holidays, is now oy: 
of view, and therefore we may as well look a: 
the question simply as a practical question of 
ldetelaticas 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I have an 
amendment reaching to the same object, uy: in 
a different way, which I will propose as ay 
possibly be accepted by the Senator from Oj; 

t is to insert on line eight after the wo) 
‘*thereof’’ the words ‘‘ excepting in courts of 
law or justice.’’ I am anxious to vote for this 
bill if some of the objections can be removed, 
and I cannot doubt that the friends of the }j)| 
are endangering it by resisting all amend. 
ments. It seems to me impossible that this 
bill can be carried by the requisite two-thirds 
majority unless its friends will consent to have 
some proper amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator’s amend. 
ment would leave the claims commission and 
a multitude of other tribunals open. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Is not the 
claims tribunal a, tribunal of law? 

Mr. SHERMAN. No, sir. I think striking 
out the useless words I have named will cover 
the whole thing. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I am not 
tenacious about the form, but I really think 
an amendment of this sort should be adopted, 

Mr. STEWART. Inasmuch as the bill has 
been amended, and is likely to be amended 
still further, and these amendments need ex- 
planation, shall I be violating the under- 
standing if | move for an executive session? 
If I could have unanimous consent, I would 
move an executive session. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Let us go on with the 
bill. 

Mr. NYE. We had better adjourn. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. What is the question? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘Lhe ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator trom 
Ohio, [Mr. SHermay., ] 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to have 
it reported. Let us vote on it. 

The Cuter CLterk. In the third and fourth 
lines it is proposed to strike out the words 
‘fall legal and’’ and to insert the word 
**the;’’ so as to read, ‘‘that the political dis- 
abilities imposed by the third section of the 
fourteenth article,’ &c. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move to amend that 
by striking out the word ‘‘ political,’’ so as to 
read, ‘‘that all disabilities imposed by the 
third section,’’ leaving out the words ‘‘legal” 
and ‘‘ political’? both. I make this motion, 
on which, [ suppose, I am entitled to the floor 
for a moment, with a view of making a state- 
ment to the Senate. © This bill is now, as | 
understand, in Committee of the Whole. Am 
I correct ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. This isa violation of the 
understanding. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. WhenI move an amend: 
ment ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If the purpose is to get 
a chance to make a speech, it is. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is a proper amend- 
ment, any way. ; 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not object to this. 
I only wish that we shall all understand it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The bill, as I under- 
stand, is now in Committee of the Whole. Am 
I correct? ; 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish then to say to 
the friends of the bill that we shall have another 
vote when we come into Senate on the amend: 
ment of the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Mor 


TON. ] 
Mr. SUMNER. There will also be another 
vote on my amendment. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. And onthe amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts. If there 
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to remove political disabilities, it is in our 
o rel 


wer still to vote down the amendment pro- 
sosed by the Senator from Indiana and all 
het amendments and pass the bill; and if 
there is not, then amendinents willbe put upon 
it. Of course it will be understood, Senators 
sill understand, and the country will under- 
stand what the meaning of the ainendments is. 
Now. L appeal to the friends of the bill, who 
want to pass this general amnesty bill, to stand 
together, and when we get into the Senate let 


p 


na take another vote and see if we cannot reject | 


all amendments. ; 

Mr. SHERMAN. [accept with great pleas- 
ure the proposition of the Senator from Illi- 
nois, because I think that makes it clearer and 
carries out my idea, striking out the adjectives 
and providing simply ** that the disabilities 
imposed by the third section,’’ &e. 


ihe PRESIDENT protempore. Theamend- | 


ment of the Senator from Ohio wiil be reported 
as modified. L 

The CuieF Cierk. The amendment, as 
modified, is to strike out the words ‘* all legal 


and political,” and to insert the word ‘' the;’’ || 


so as to read: 


That the disabilities imposed by thethird section | 


of the fourteenth article, &c. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
tion is on this amendment. 

Mr. CONKLING. 


and nays. 


The ques- 


Mr. EDMUNDS. So that the country will 


understand it, as the saying is. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. RAMSEY. The Senator from Con- 


necticut [Mr. Ferry] left the Chamber and | 


aired with me. 
Mr. THURMAN. 
ator from Maine [Mr. Hamurn] reaches only 


to the question of the amendment of the Sen- | 


ator from Indiana [Mr. Morton] and the 


amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts | 


[Mr. SumNER] and the final passage of the 
bill. I therefore am at liberty to vote on this 
amendment. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 22, nays 31; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Brownlow, Buck- 
ingham, Caldwell, Carpenter, Clayton, Conkling, 


Corbett, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, | 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye. Patterson, Pom- | 


ey, Pratt, Sherman, Sumner, Wilson, and Win- 
om—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Blair, Casserly, 
Cooper, Davis of Kentucky, Davis of West. Virginia, 


Fenton, Hamilton of Maryland, Hill, Hitchcock, | 
Logan, Morrill of | 


Johnston, Kellogg. Kelly, Lewis, 
Maine, Norwood, Rice, Robertson, Saulsbury, Saw- 
yer, Schurz, Scott, Stevenson, Stewart, Thurman, 
Tipton. Trumbull, Vickers, and West—3l. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Boreman, Cameron, Chandler, 
Cole, Cragin, Ferry of Connecticut, Frelinghuysen, 
Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, Howe, 
Osborn, Pool, Ramsey, Spencer, Sprague, Stockton, 
and Wright—19. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. MORTON. 
to be inserted in the oath. In the second sec- 


tion, after the word ‘‘same’”’ in the sixth line, 
I move to insert: 


And that he is not, and has not been within 


Let us have the yeas | 


My pair with the Sen- | 


I now offer an amendment | 





twelve months from the date of the passage of this | 


act, a member of any association commonly known 
as the Ku Klux Klan. 

Mr. President, if the evidence that has been 
taken by the Committee of Investigation in the 
South during the course of the summer and 
fall, if the evidence that was taken last winter 
by the special committee of the Senate, if the 
evidence that has come to us from a thousand 
sources for the last four years in regard to the 
character of the Ku Klux organization, the 
oaths and obligations they take, their deeds of 
blood and violence, be at all true, no member 
of that association, and no man who has been 
a member of it within a recent period, shall 
enjoy amnesty from this Government. 

it is said that it is composed of men in low 
peauen socially and politically in the South. 

do not believe that. I believe it has its head 





-e Senators enough here who intend to vote | 


perhaps do oceupy high social and political 
position inthe South; andif that is so, no such 
man should be amnestied, and I cannot under- 
stand upon what principle any such man should 
be admitted again to the enjoyment of political 


| power under this Government. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pome- | 
RoY in the chair.) The question is on the 
amendment of the Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. MORTON called for the yeas and nays, 


| and they were ordered. 


Mr. THURMAN. I wish to repeat that I 
am paired with the Senator from Maine [ Mr. 
HAMLIN] only on two questions; and that this 


| is not one of them. 











| 


| disabilities imposed by the third section of the 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 27, nays 28; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Brownlow, Buck- 
ingham, Caldwell, Carpenter, Clayton, Conkling, 
Corbett, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, 
Frelinghuysen, Howe, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, 
Nye, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Rice, Scott, Sherman, 
Spencer, Sumner, Wilson, and Windom—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Blair, Casserly, 
Cooper, Davis of Kentucky, Davis of West Virginia, 
Fenton, Hamilton of Maryland, Hill, Hitcheock, 
Johnston, Kellogg, Kelly, Lewis. Logan, Norwood, 
Robertson, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Schurz. Stevenson, 
Stewart, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, and 
W est—28. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Boreman, Cameron, Chandler, 


| 
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_ will understand the object of this amendment, 


It is simply to guard against men putting their 
hands into the public Treasury hereafter who 
cannot now pat their hands into the Treasury, 


| As the statute stands, those who drew the 
| sword against the Union cannot come into 


|| court seeking damages. 
| fear—that is all T will say because 


revails I 
: will not 
raise a close legal question here—I fear that it 


If this act 


| will be insisied that this has changed the status 


| of those men. 


If it does not change it, [hum- 
bly submit that no harm can come from adopt- 
ing thisamendment. If any court should hold 
hereafter that the words ‘all legal disabilities”’ 
mean what the dictionary attributes to them, 
then it would have been a most provident thing, 
a stitch in time which will save nine, to put 
this amendment upon the bill, and, therefore, 
in all seriousness, Mr. President, I hope the 


Senate will adopt it. 


Mr. STEWART. I move to strike out the 
word ‘‘however’’ in that amendment. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pome- 
) 


ROY in the chair.) The Senator from Nevada 


| moves to amend the amendment by striking 


Cole, Cragin, Ferry of Connecticut, Gilbert, Hamil- || 


ton of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, Morrill of Maine, 
Osborn, Patterson, Ramsey, Sprague, Stockton, and 
Wright—17. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. CONKLING. I offer the following 
first section: 


Provided however, That the removal of such dis- 
abilities shall not have the effect of giving the per- | 
sons relieved the status in court or elsewhere of | 
loyal persons in asserting any claim against the | 
United States which they do not now possess, either 
for money claimed to be due, or for appropriation of 
or injury to property. 

Mr. } resident, that is the amendment once 
proposed by the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. 
Pratt, ] altered in order that it might not be, 
within the rule, thesame amendment. I pro- 
pose it again in the hope that the Senate will 
adopt it. When it was offered by the Senator 


from Indiana the bill stood unamended. It || 


had withstood all attempts to change it, and | 


the argument was that if it could be kept in || 
| that way it would receive consummation here 


without going back to the other House. Havy- | 
ing been amended, that argument falls to the 


ground ; and now I venture to appeal to Sen- || 


ators for one moment to consider the question 
involved in this amendment. As the bill 
stands it reads ‘‘that all legal and political 


fourteenth article,’ &c., ‘‘ be removed.’’ If 
those words mean only as has been argued 
here, certainly no harm can come from a pro- 
vision such as this. The words *‘ legal and”’ | 
will be assigned some meaning. Any tribunal 

which construes this statute will follow one of | 
the canons of construction which attributes | 
significance to all the words found in the 
statute. They are, therefore, on the theery sug- | 
gested on one side, surplusage certainly, and | 


I think there lurks in those words a danger || 


that the law will be changed on this subject. 
Now, Mr. President, we have been told that | 
the Senate 
Mr. STEWART. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him a question ? 
Mr. CONKLING. Lhave only five minutes; | 





I feel very earnest about this thing, and I hope || 





the Senator will not interrupt me | 

Mr. STEWART. As you alone have the | 
five minutes, it will be the greater generosity | 
to yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. CONKLING. Ihave not violated this 
understanding in any way. I will do anything 
for my friend from Nevada, but I hope he will | 
pardon me now and not deduct this interrup- 
tion from my five minutes. 

It has been said that the Senate understand | 
and the country would understand the object | 
of these amendments. Mr. President, I hope | 


and its power in men who have occupied and || and trust that both the Senate and the country | 


out the word ** however.”’ 

Mr. STEWART. IL want to make this re- 
mark, that the language in this bill is the pre- 
cise language reported at all times in these 


| bills. There were, | suppose, fifteen or twenty 
| bills reported from the Judiciary Committee 


amendment, to be inserted at the end of the || Of the 


with this identical language, ‘ the legal and 
political disabilities imposed by the third clause 
fourteenth amendment.’’ It is the 
language that has been used in both Houses 
from the beginning, and it only refers to the 
disabilities that are in the fourteenth amend- 
ment, and there are no disabilities there but 
disabilities from holding office. These are the 
only disabilities in that amendment; whether 
they are called ‘‘legal’’ or ‘ political’’ it 
matters not. Those are the only disabilities 
that are in the third section of the fourteenth 


| amendment, and they are the only disabilities 


removed by this bill, and itis the plain and 


| ordinary language. 


Now that | am on my feet, I wish to say 
that lam in favor of an amnesty bill, and 
those who are in favor of it, if they want one 


| passed, will vote against all amendments. 


| There are many other things that | am in 





| ator from New York, 


favor of, but 1 do not expect to get them on 
this bill, and if you expect to get everything 
you want on this bill, then you will never get 
this bill, and I appeal vo those who are in 
favor of a bill to remove political disabilities, 
when this bill is reported to the Senate, to vote 
against all amendments and let us pass it as 
it came from the House of Representatives, 
and then we shall accomplish something. 

There is no danger of car being placed in 
a false position before the country by voting 
against these amendments, for these are or- 
dinary tactics to propose to put on abill good 
things with a view to their being voted down. 
I withdraw the amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment moved by the Sen- 
[Mr. ConxLrne. } 

Mr. CARPENTER and Mr. CONKLING 


| called for the yeas and nays; and they were 


ordered. 

Mr. CALDWELL. The Senator from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Brarr} is absent. [ am paired 
with him. If he were here he would vote 
**vea,’’ and I should vote ‘* nay.”’ 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 21, nays 32; as tollows: 


Ves 

_ YEAS—Meessrs. Ames, Anthony, Brownlow, Buck- 
ingham, Carpenter, Ciayton, Conkling, Corbett, 
Edmunds, Ferry of Mic igan, Flanagan, Howe, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Pomeroy, Pratt, 
Sherman, Sumner, Wilsou, and Windom—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Boreman, Cas- 
serly, Cooper, Davis of Kentueky, Davyas of West 
Virginia, Fenton, Frelinghuysen, Hamilton of Mary- 
land, Hill, Hitcheock, Johnston, Kellogg, Kelly, 
Lewis, Logan, Norwood, Rice, Robertson, Saulsbury, 
Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, Spencer, Stevenson. Stewart, 
Thurman, Tipton, Trumbul!, Vickers, and West—32, 

ABSENT — Messrs. Blair, Caldwell, Cameron, 
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Chandler. Cole, Cragin, Ferry of Connecticut, Gil 
bert. Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, Morrill 
of Maine, O«bvorn, Patterson, Pool, Ramsey, Sprague, 


ton, and Wright—19. 


question? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on concurring in the Senate with this amend- 
ment made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. THURMAN. This is one of the ques- 
tions on which I am paired with the Senator 
from Maine, [Mr. Hamuin. ] 
he would vote ** yea,’’ and I should vote ** nay.”’ 

Mr. BAYARD. 
Jersey [Mr. Srocxron] were here he would 
vote **nay.”’ 
from Michigan, [Mr. CHANDLER. } 

Mr. VICKERS. 
with the Senator from Lowa, [Mr. Haran. ] 
|| He would vote ‘‘yea,’’ and I should vote 
Let me ask the Senator i] és 0 

nay. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
,o resulted—yeas 29, nays 26; as follows: 
and not here again in committee on the sarmne YEAS- a Ames, Anthony, Brow nlow, Buek- 
geveral proposition? ingham, Caldwell, Carpenter, Clayton, Conkling, 

Mr. CONKLING. Thatisawholly different || Corbett, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, 

ropositi ti, 

Mr. NYE. I want that to be one of the 
qualifications for men to get this amnesty. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


we would save time. 


Rtoch 


So the amen Imeut was rejected. 


Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, I offer an | 
amendment to come in on the sixth line of the 
second section where the oath is prescribed, so 
that it shall read as follows: 

Take and subscribe an oath or affirmation to sup- 
port the Constitution of the United St:tes, and to 
hear true faith and allegiance to the same, and that 
he h Mm never?r been engaged or coneerned In person 
or as aider andabettor in inflicting any outrage upon 


person, life, or property in what is commonly called 
a Ku Klux raid 


Mr. NYE. I call for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
from Indiana, would it not be just as satisfac- 
tory to take the yeas and nays in the Senate 


Vermont, Morton, Nye, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, 


son, and Windom—29. 
id not know but ths . , jay? “ay 

I did not know but that Cooper, Davis of Kentucky, Davis of West Virginia, 
i Fenton, Hamilton of Maryland, Hill, Hitchcock, 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being || Johnston, Kellogg, Kelly, Lewis, Logan, Norwood, 
yeas 27, nays 29; as follows: 
Y EAS— Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Brownlow, Buck- 
ingham, Caldwell, Carpenter, Clayton, Conkling, 


Corbett, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, Osborn, Ram- 


i . ‘sulle ; v9: 7" y oe 
taken, resulted Stewart, Tipton, Trumbull, and West—26. 
ABSENT — Messrs. Boreman, Cameron, Chand- 


Shall the 


Frelinghuysen, Howe, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, || sey, Sprague, Stockton, Thurman, Vickers, and 
Nye, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Scott, Sher- | Wright—17. 
man, Spencer, Sumner, Wilson, and Windom—27. ’ a : . see ae ; 
NAYS—Messrs, Alcorn, Bayard, Blair, Casserly, So the amendinent was concurred in. 
Cooper, Davis of Kentucky, Davis of West Virginia, Mr. SUMNER. [now renew my amend- 
Fenton, Hamilton of Maryland, Hill, Hitehoock, ment offered in the committee. 
Johnston, Kellogg, Kelly, Lewis, Logan, Morrill of are PEC saree 
Maine, Norwood, Robertson, Saulsbury, Sawyer, lhe PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
Schurz, Steve neon, Stewart, Thurman, Tipton, Trum- amendment be reported again? 
bull, Viekers, and West—29., SIIMNER. The Sen: = fs M 
ABSENT—Messrs. Boreman, Cameron, Chandler, || . Mr. St MNER. The Senate wy familiar with 
Cole, Cragin, Ferry of Connecticut, Gilbert, Ham- || it; it is not necessary to have it read. Now 
ilton of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, Osborn, Ramsey, || I will not take five minutes; I will only take 
Rice, Sprague, Stockton, and Wright—16, | two 
. rs relecte 1 , . . 
So the amendment was rejected. | I propose that sincerely as a measure of re- 
The bill was reported to the Senate as | conciliation. I wish to see reconciliation. I 
amended. || wish to see good will established thronghout 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- || this country ; but I know that it cannot be 
tion is on concurring in the amendment made || done if the policy of the Senator from Missis- 
as in Committee of the Whole. | sippi [Mr. Acorn] is to have sway. I know 
Mr. TRUMBULL. On the adoption of || that he will keep discord where | would have 
that amendment | call for the yeas and nays. || concord. Now, I entreat him once more to 
There is only one amendment made, | believe, || unite with me in this great measure of recon- 
The yeas and nays were ordered. | ciliation founded on justice. 
Mr. TRUMBULL, Now Lask to have the || If my amendment be adopted I shall vote for 
amendment read so that we may know what || this bill; if it be rejected, I shall vote against 


it is. || the bill, and I hope that other Senators here, | 


The Chief Clerk read the amendment, || enough in number, will vote against it to de- 
which was after the word ‘‘removed,’’ in the || feat it—it does not deserve success. A meas- 
ninth line of the first section, to insert: || ure that seeks to benefit only the former rebels 

Provided, That this act shall not be construed to || and neglects the colored race does not deserve 
relate back to or Conte the election or appoint- || success ; it is anunworthy measure, it cannot 
ment of any person to the position of Senator or || jo aes a ro} : : 
Representative in Congress, or to any oflice, civil or be sustained by a righteous public sentiment. 
military, under the United States, which person || [entreat Senators over the way who really 
non Ba - oe - such election or Ay sagem | seek reconciliation now to unite in this honest 
ineligible to the office or position to which he may || of i wre a ¢ i , ‘ 
have been so elected or appointed, | effort. . Give i pps s — for 

A fa SIEM A: their bill. I long to do it. Gladly would I 
_Mr. BAYARD. I wish to ask, forinforma- || reach out the olive branch, but I know no way 
tion, whether that is the only amendment made |! in which that can be done unless you begin by 
to the bill? 2 i rE a ; justice to the colored race. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair Mr. CARPENTER. I move to amend the 
understands that this is the only amendment |) amendment by striking out the last word in it, 
which has been agreed to in Committee of the || whatever that word may be, {laughter, } and 
Whole, i 1 | upon this amendment of mine I wish to say 
_ Mr. BAYARD. Then if that amendment || just this: I came here at this session of Con- 
is defeated the bill will stand as it came from | gress honestly in favor of an amnesty bill; I 
the House of Representatives. | am desirous now of seeing a properly drawn 

Mr. EDMUNDS. || amnesty bill pass; but after the votes that have 
bate. : || been taken in the Senate to-day I desire to 

Mr. MORTON. Tasked to have the amend- || say in explanation of the vote which I shall 
ment again read, that it may be perfectly un- | give that if the friends of amnesty are not will- 
derstood what we are voting upon. || ing to accompany that act with an act of jus- 

he Chief Clerk again read the amendment. ] tice toward the colored people of the South, 

Mr. MORTON. Would it be in order for || then, so far as my vote goes, amnesty will wait 


That is unfair; it is de 


me, as the author of that amendment, to say || until they are. On reflection, I withdraw my 
one word in regard to it? amendment to the amendment. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. ALCORN. 1 renew that amendment, 
once. and I desire to say a word. Coming here as | 
Mr. EDMUNDS, (to Mr. Morton.) You can | do, and standing here as I do, I propose to go 


It has been discussed | 





move to amend it, as the Senator from Illinois |) straight forward in everything that I believe it 
did, by striking out a letter somewhere. | is proper for me to do. 


I do not propose to 
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Mr. BAYARD. Will the Chair state the | follow the Senator from Massachusetts 


| the colored man’s rights, which 


If he were here | 


If the Senator from New | 


On this vote I am paired | 


Frelinghuysen, Llowe, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of | 
Pratt, Riee, Sawyer, Scott, Spencer, Sumner, Wil- | 


NAYS—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Blair, Casserly, | 


Robertson, Saulsbury, Schurz, Sherman, Stevenson, | 





ler, Cole, Cragin, Ferry of Connecticut, Gilbert, | 
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Mr 
Sumyer] when he stands up as the friend of 
| the colored man and proposes to tramme! 


are not 
obstructed by any provision of the Bee 
tion, by tacking the measure on to a bill which 
it requires two thirds of Congressto pass. Dov 
he intend that the rights of the colored man 
shall depend upon theaction of Congress upon 
a measure that it requires two thirds of Con- 


CK A : | gress to pass? The colored man has no re. 
He is paired with the Senator 


strictions imposed by the Constitution, anq 
he demands--I speak for him—that he shal 
not have his rights trammeled in any guch 
way as this, and he will suspect any may 
who seeks thus to appeal to him, when he 
comes here proposing to bind up all his rights, 
and commit them to the charge of a bill that 
cannot be passed except by a two-thirds vote 
of each House of Congress. 

The Senator says that because T refuse to 
support his amendment I am not in favor of 
the colored man’s rights. I take issue with 
the honorable Senator upon that statement. 
If he were to offer the Lord’s Prayer as an 
amendment to this bill, would he declare that 
I was an infidel because I voted against jt? 
The gentleman says that the recording ange] 
in heaven will blot out with his tears : 

Mr.SUMNER. Hecannot blot out a thing 
so inequitable. 

Mr. ALCORN. Well, sir, the angel of 
heaven does not blot out with tears. Those 
tears are not the thingto blot out. The tears 
of the angels come pure, and they bleach and 





|| purify everything they touch; they make no 


blots. 

But, sir, I say that I am for the colored 
man, and when the time comes,I will show 
inyself his friend; but I do not propose to 
prejudice his demands upon Congress, to 
prejudice his claims to the consideration of the 
nation, by, if the gentleman will have it, tack- 
ing him on to a provision that is intended to 
relieve rebels. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. ALCORN. I withdraw it. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I offer the following 
amendment 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
an amendment pending. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Then, in the tenth line 
of the fourth section of the amendment of the 
Senator from Massachusetts I move to strike 
out the word *‘ five,’’ and insert the word ‘‘two.”’ 
I do not disguise the fact that in common with 
many Senators who have resorted to the same 
expedient I offer this amendment for the pur- 
pose of having an opportunity to submit some 
remarks, more in explanation of my vote, how- 
ever, than otherwise. 

I voted, Mr. President, in the Committee of 
the Whole for the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Massachusetts. 1 had desired, 
at some time during the progress of this bill, 
to urge upon the consideration of the Senate 
some reasons in favor of its immediate pas- 
sage. I thought I should be ableto give many 
sufficient and conclusive reasons why this bill 
should be passed as a matter of justice to all 
and as a measure of sound policy. But, sir, in 
common with others, I abstained from saying 
one word in regard to the bill, lest I might 
delay its passage. It was my desire to show 
that the imposition of disabilities was originally 
resorted to as a temporary expedient, that It 
was inaugurated before suffrage was guarantied 
to the black man, and that since the fifteenth 
amendment has been made a part of the Con- 
stitution the main reason which was urged in 
debate by all the prominent Republicans for, 
the aioption of the third section of the four- 
teenth amendment has passed away. Now that 
the right of suffrage has been guarantied to 
the black man the reason for disabilities has 
ceased. 

And, sir, this reference to the fifteenth 
amendment leads me to recall a scene which 
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J once witnessed on this floor which I shall 
neverforget. When the galleries were breath- 
jess with excitement, when they were hanging 
on the utterances of every Senator as his name 
was called and as he voted ‘ yea’’ or ‘* nay’’ on 
the question of the adoption of that great Magna 
Charta giving the right of suffrage forever to 
the black man, my honorable friend at my 
right, [Mr. Sumner, ] who attempts to hamper 
this great measure, who is hostile to it, and 
who endeavors to fasten his amendment upon 
it manifestly for no other purpose than to 
defeat its passage, took his cane and hat in 
his hand and walked deliberately from this 
Chamber, and refused to record his vote in 
favor of constitutional suffrage for the black 
man in all time to come. 

I respect my friend from Massachusetts, 
and have respected him from boyhood; but, 
sir, it is evident that he is hostile to this meas- 
ure; it is evident that other Senators whom I 
see around me here are also hostile to it, and 
are, I fear, endeavoring to defeat it. In Louis- 
jana to-day every single requirement, every 

,rovision of the bill which the Senator from 

{assachusetts offers as an amendment, is, I 
believe, with scarcely an exception, now upon 
the statute-books, and I believe exists in sev- 
eral other States of the South; and notwith- 
standing this the Senator attempts to put me 
and others in a false position before the col- 
ored people of the South because some of us 
insist upon voting for the bill before the Sen- 
ale without ary amendment, and as it came to 
us from the House. 

I perceive, sir, that I must talk rapidly, for 
Iam admonished that I have but a moment or 
two; I wish I had longer time 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘Take as much time as 
you like. The rules have all been broken 
down. 

Mr. KELLOGG. If the Senate will give 
me an opportunity to go on for two or three 
minutes, it is all I shall ask, and I think I 
ought to have that indulgence under the cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr. President, the Senator from Pennsy]l- 
vania, the chairman of the committee com- 
monly known asthe Ku Klux committee, [ Mr. 
Scort,] told us yesterday that the removal of 
disabilities was a measure of sound policy. 
He gave abundant reasons for his belief, and 
it was my intention, if I had been afforded the 
opportunity, to read from his speech reasons 
he urges why this measure of amnesty should 
be passed, why it was a measure of sound 
policy thus to bring into the front rank men 
that can take office from among the wealthy 
and intelligent population of the South now 
disfranchised. It is a fact as true as itis unjust 
that many of the peaceful, honest, respectable, 
and intelligent people of the southern States 
are precluded from any participation in the 
government of the States in which they live, 
unless it be to pay exorbitant taxes to support 
in many cases worthless and corrupt office- 
holders. 

The Government has abandoned the prose- 
cution of the most responsible of the leaders 
of the rebellion ; Congress has by special acts 
removed the disabilities of thousands and ap- 
pointed some of them to important offices, and 
yet now some leading Republicans favor a 
policy which only tends to harass and aggra- 
vate certain proscribed individuals, and con- 
stantly keep before them and the world the 
official declaration that they cannot be trusted. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is the 
duty of the Chair to remind the Senator that 
his five minutes have expired. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Then I withdraw the 
amendment that I offered, and move now to 
strike out the last word of the pending amend- 
ment. I will not trespass long on the Senate, 
but I really desire to say two or three things 
since I am on my feet, and I appeal to my 
friends from the South especially, and ask 
them to corroborate what I say. 

I was about to say that it is a surprise to me 
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| South hostile to the Republican party ? 
| mainly because they see that the Republican 


| tended to pile a debt mountain-high upon 


| the colored element of the South. 
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vision of that bill, but while I am willing to 
| vindicate every right of the colored man, I 
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that as a matter of policy some of our friends 
seem inclined to oppose this measure. Sir, 
why are so many of the white men of the 


party is in a measure identified with the laws 
which oppress them—unjust laws that have 


them, and inflicted upon them taxes, unjust 
and oppressive, for the purpose of putting 
money in the pockets of adventurers, who, in 
many cases, have no proprietary interests in 
common with the people. 

Let me present one more consideration. 
The Republican party is sure of the votes of 
They are 
Republican in all their instincts. They know 
very well that the Republican party is the 
party that gave them freedom and the ballot, 
and they are chained to the Republican 
chariot with hooks of steel. ‘The passage of 
an amnesty bill like the one under consid- 
eration will strengthen us in the South, if for 
no other reason because it will take from the 
Democratic party the strongest argument that 
they can use against us, an argument which is 
most effective in inducing them to vote and 
use their utmost efforts against us, but which 
once removed will bring thousands of them 
into our ranks. 

Now, sir, in conclusion, I am compelled to 
say—and I say it with regret—that it is my 
solemn and deliberate conviction, in view of 
the record, that my honorable friend from 
Massachusetts, than whom no other gentleman 
do I respect more in this nation, is impracti- 
cable in this case as, | regret to say, he has 
been too often in others. As I have already 
said, the colored man in the State of Louisiana 
now has all the rights that the Senator’s bill 
would give him. 1am in favor of every pro- 
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vote for his amendment in its present form, 
and why I think nobody else ought to vote 
for it. 

The first section prohibits corporations formed 
by national or State authority, churches, cem- 
| etery companies, benevolent institutions gen- 
erally, incorporated in this manner, from deny- 
ing certain rights to people on account of race, 
| color, or condition. The second section makes 
| these corporations liable to a pecuniary pen- 

alty for so doing, and then makes the refusal 
a misdemeanor. The stockholders of these 
| corporations, the members of these churches, 
or of these charitable institutions incorporated 
| by the States, may vote against the measure 
which excludes colored men from their rights, 
and yet, notwithstanding they do that, the last 
clause of the section has this provision: 

And the private property of the several individ- 
uals composing the same— 
| The individuals composing the corporation— 

shall be held liable for the forfeitures, fines, and 
penalties incurred by any violation of the first sec- 
tion of this act. 

So that the men who in these corporations 
vote to give the colored people their rights are 
absolutely liable for the forfeitures, fines, and 
| penalties that may be incurred by those who 
as a majority outvote them. 
| If there were no other reason for it, this 
| would be a suflicient reason for me to vote 
| againstthisamendment. I withdraw my amend- 
ment. 
| Mr. SUMNER. I accept the Senator's 
amendment to strike out. 

Mr. SCOTT. Lhave withdrawn it. 
| Mr. SUMNER. ThenI modify my amend- 
| ment by striking out the words to which the 
| Senator objects, the words on lines twenty- 
one and twenty-two, ‘‘and the private prop- 
erty of the several individuals composing the 
same;’’ so that my friend shall not be in peril. 








still wish to be consistent, and, believing it to 
be not only sound policy but a measure of 
justice, I am for a measure of universal am- 
nesty that with the laws already upon the 
statute-book (and if they are not sutticient I 
will cheerfully vote for others) will give to 
every man in the South, white or black, high 
or low, rich or poor, the same equality before 
the law. I want to inaugurate a policy in this 
and other measures that will set the South 
upon the high road to prosperity, and enable 
her to emerge from the difficulties that unfor- 
tunately environ her at the present time and 
retard her progress and development. More 
than that, sir, 1 want to see the people of the 
South, turning their backs upon the prejudices 
and hostilities of the past, looking forward 
only to the reconciliations and consequent 
prosperity of the future. 

Mr. STEWART. I think we might as well 
have an executive session now. [‘* No!” 
‘*No!’’] Ihope there may be general con- 
sent to that. I see that we are not going to 
get the bill through in a satisfactory form. Is 
there any objection to my making the motion ? 

Mr. ROBERTSON and others. I object. 

Mr. SCOTT. Has the Senator from Louis- 
iana withdrawn his amendment? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SCOTT. I move to strike out the word 


‘¢ private’’ in the twenty-first line of the first | 
section of the pending amendment of the Sen- | 
ator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumver.] L | 
do so for the purpose of saying a very few | 


words upon this amendment. 

I have voted on every amendment that has 
been offered, upon its merits. While I 
willing to vote and intend to vote for the am- 
nesty bill, I do not think that i: is absolutely 
necessary that it be passed in the form in which 
it came from the House of Representatives, 
and I am willing to interpose a few days’ delay 
to get what is right. Whatever may be my 
action on the bill of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts when it comes to final action, I sim- 
ply make this motion to show why I cannot 


am | 


Mr. SCOTT. There are other objections 
which would be presented if the bill were 
considered. 

Mr. SUMNER. Ah! very well. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts will 
be so modified. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move tostrike out any 
word that is convenient—the first word will do 
| as well as any—and I wish to say in regard to 
| that, that I never should have supposed, until 
| I had seen the practice of the Senate, that that 
was exactly in consonance with the rule we 
adopted. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly it was com- 
menced by the honorable gentleman, who was 
the first who insisted on this bill being taken up, 
| my honorable friend from Illinois, who is not 
| now in his seat. I called his attention to it 
| at the time. 
| Mr. THURMAN. Very well, I am not crit- 
icising anybody. I only say that I should never 
| have considered that that was exactly consist- 
| ent with the agreement at which we had ar- 

rived. I saw the amendment of the Senator 
| from Indiana [Mr. Morton] adopted, when I 
| do really think that if | could have had the 
ear of the Senate for a few minutes I could 
have demonstrated that that amendment ought 
not to have been adopted; but 1 was not smart 
|| enough to get at this new way of being heard 
by the Senate, and the amendment has been 
adopted both in committee and here. 

L avail myself now of the practice, hoping 

that it will be the firet and last time | shall ever 
| see it, simply to say this: The Senator from 

Massachusetts has declared that if his amend- 

ment be not adopted he will vote against this 
|| bill. I have to say that if it be adopted I 
|| shall vote against the bill, and I shall vote 
|| against it if it be adopted just so long as I 
|| believe, as I do believe, that his amendment is 
|| the most flagrant violation of the Constitution 

that ever | have seen proposed in this Senate, 
| and I have seen some that I thoaght were 
pretty bad. It goes a whole bow-shot length 
\| beyond the Ku Klux bill. It makes every 
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which he lives; 


the State in which 
‘ 


every manuget I a 


he liv every col ‘tor of a railroad the 
Stat ch be lives; and under an amend- 
ment of the Cons tution that « niy authorizes 
you » deal with States it undertakes to suy 


that every conductoe of a railroad, and every 
manager ol a theater, and every little hotel- 
in the United States is 


tate in which he resides. I shall have to 


keeper or inh Keeper 
the S 
get blind and be unable to read the Constitution 
before lean ever go for such a bill as that. 
Mr. SUMNER. 1 strike out the 


last section merely that I may have an oppor- 


move to 


tunity of repiying to my friend from Ohno. 
He seems very sensitive lle says that | 
would make every hotel the State. The Sen- 
ator knows Weil that a bot lisa legal institu 


l use the tern 


acor is too rood nm lawyer 


‘ion; advisedly, and the Sen 
know it. A 


also a legal institution. 


not to 
railroad c rporation 
r, and hat iny bill propo es 18 
that those who enjoy the its of law shall 
to them with equality. 
It takes advantage of the 


So is atheat 
benefit 
treut | hae se who corme 
condition of these 
different institullon | will so call them- -and 
insists upou bringing them within the domain 
shts. ‘They are already, 
tent, within the domain of law. 
l insist upon applying to them the principle 

| | Whoever the benefit 


oO equal riavtits, 
of the law, as the owners and lessees of thea- 


of Jaw and of equal 1 
to a ceriain ex 


SeeKS 


carriers do, as hotel- 
keepers do, must show equal ty. How can 
they claim the protection of the law uuless 
they accord equal rights to all? I insist that 
everything that they do and all their regula- 
tions shall be in conformity with the supreme 
law of the land whieh is the Declaration of 
Independence. The Senator cannot answer 
that. He may smile, | kaow, but [ commend 
that to his thoughts during our vacation. Let 
him consider the binding character of the 
Declaration of Independence in its annuncia- 
on of 


ters do, as the common 


fundamental principles. 
does not believe in it. Very well. There are 
some others who do, and my bill is simply a 
practical application of it. Now, 1 withdraw 
the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. With the 
consent of the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. 


lkuMBULL, | | move that the Senate now pro- ' munds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan. Hamilton of | 


Maryland, Hill, Hitchcock, Johnston, Kellogg, Kelly, | 


ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I think thatis a breach 
of the agreement entered into yesterday. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The agreement has been 
violated by the friends of the bill for two 
hours. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
for the Senate to judge. The Chair has no 
power to enforce the agreement, which is 
merely an honorable understanding binding 
on Senators. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Lriseto make an inquiry 
whether by the motion of my colleague it is 
intended that we shall go into executive ses- 


That is 


sion merely for the purpose of opening the | 


doors again after we finish the executive busi- 


ness, or for the purpose of then adjourning ? | 


My vote will be guided by that, 


The Senator | 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will say that | 
the Senator from Illinois suggested to me that || 


it Was no longer of any use to remain here, as | 


the House of Representatives has adjourned. 
Chere is a certain amount of executive busi- 
ness which really ought to be done to-night, 


and | therefore move that we go into executive | 


session for the purpose of adjourning when we 
get through with that. 


Mr. THURMAN. Will my friend withdraw 
that motion for one moment? I offered this 
morning a resolution that touches the constitu- 


tion of the Senate, membership in it, and its | 


consideration was objected to by my colleague. 
He now does not insist on that objection. I 
know of no objection to it, and [ hope that it 
may be taken up and passed. 

Mr. SHERMAN, What I said to my col- 
league I will repeat to the Senate. 





stand in the way of the exercise of a personal 
right by any individual, by my own solitary 
| shall vote against the resolation 
and shall oppose it, but I will not by my arbi- 
trary veto prevent the considerauon by the 
Senate of any resolution affecting the rights 
of an individual. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sen- 
ator from Ohio asks unanimous consent to 


OusF cLion, 


| 
| 


proceed to the consideration of the resolution | 


relative to the Seuator-elect from Alabama. 
Is there objection? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir; I object. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. What has become of 

the motion for an executive session ? 
he PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sen- 

ator from Vermont [Mr. Morriii] moves that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. 
ator will withdraw his motion for a moment, 
that I may say a word, I do not know that I 
shall then offer any objection to it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, If the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina will renew the motion 
I withdraw it. 


Mr. ROBERTSON, I see plainly that the 


amendments now tacked on this bill are calcu- | 


lated to defeat it, and the amendments have 
been voted on the bill by friends of amnesty, 
by men who have heralded themselves through- 
out the country as the friends of amnesty. I 
merely wish to call the attention of the country 
to their votes. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
motion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion 


Irenew my 


_to proceed to the consideration of executive 
business is not debatable. 


The question being put, there were, on a 
division—ayes 25, noes 27. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 33 ; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alcorn, Buckingham, Caldwell, 
Carpenter, Clayton, Corbett, Fenton, Frelinghuysen, 
Howe, Logan, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, 
Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Rice, Robertson, 
Schurz, Seott, Stewart, Sumuer, and Windom—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Bayard, Biair, 
Boreman, Brownlow, Casserly, Conkling, Cooper, 
Davis of Kentucky, Davis of West Virginia, Ed- 


Lewis, Norwood, Nye, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Sherman, 


| Spencer, Stevenson, Thurman,Tipton, Vickers, West, 
|| and Wilson—33. 


ABSEN T—Messrs.Cameron,Chandler,Cole,Cragin, 
Ferry of Connecticut, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, 
Hamlin, Harlan, Morton, Osborn, Ramsey, Sprague, 
Stockton, Trumbull, and Wright—16. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. NYE. To show that we are all in favor 
of amnesty, [now move that the Senate adjourn. 


| That seems to be the only course. 


The motion was not agreed to; there being, 


| on a division—ayes 23, noes 25. 


_when passed should be a proper one. 


Mr. SAWYER. I desire to say one word 
in reference to the course pursued on this bili 
by some of its friends. My colleague has seen 
fit to say that 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It is neces- 
sary for the Senator to move an amendment if 
the understanding prevails. 

Mr. SAWYER. I ask what the pending 


question is? 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The pend- 





| ing question is the amendmeut of the Senator 


from Massachusetts. 

Mr. SAWYER, I move to strike out the 
second section of that amendment. I was 
about to remark that my colleague has seen 
fit to say that the friends of amnesty, or those 
who claim to be its friends, have slaughtered 
the bill by moving amendments, or by voting 
for amendments. Now, Mr. President, I am 
one of those who believe that an amnesty bill 
There 
are many features which 1 would be willing to 
waive in this bill which are nevertheless very 


I will not |! objectionable; but I am not one of those whose 


I call for the yeas and | 
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Se ee aaa ; a, 


love for amnesty is such that it cannot Wait 

very few days for a certain verdict on the , : 
of Congress in regard to it. Ihave no mo, 
question that this Congress in a yery shor 
time will pass an amnesty bill than [ haye tj,,, 


| the time will come about when we shall asso, 


|| the main object of this bill, toswallow any 
If the honorable Sen- || . 


ble again. 
I am not one of those who wish jn 


Po ° any 
amnesty bill at the same time to put into ap. 
better position than they now occupy hos 


who in defiance of the law and the Constity. 
tion have accepted office under the Goyer, 
ment, or have beenelecied to office under tha 
Government. Lam not disposed to pass a}; 
which is so framed as especially to protect th, 
cases of men who are very obnoxious to Coy. 
gress, and I do not understand the doct; 
which compels me, because I am in fay; 


ine 
O} 
every objectionable feature there may b:- ai 
because, forsooth, I caunot get to-day what | 
may just as well have two or three 
hence. I do not believe the country 
us to do anything of the sort. 
amendment. 

Mr. LOGAN. I renew theamendment, ang 
I do it merely for the purpose of doing wha 
others have done, making a few remarks jy 
reference to it. I am very sorry to hear the 
remarks made by the Senator from South Cay. 
olina (Mr. Sawyer] in reference to waiting, 
after the desire that he exhibited here to have 
this bill passed. I am free to confess that my 
attempt to help pass this amnesty bill is tha 
first one I have ever made. Since | have been 
in Congress I have universally voted agains 
such bills. I have been induced to change my 
opinion by the statements of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, and the gentleman from 
North Carolina and other gentlemen from the 
South representing southern constituencies. | 
came to suppose that | was wrong in the opin- 
ion | had entertained. Time and again they 
have talked to me in reference to this matter 
and given me reasons why an amnesty bil] 
should be passed. I acceded to their views, 
and I have persistently to-day voted against 
every amendment that has been offered here, 
for the purpose of accommodating those gentle- 
men and carrying out what they insisted was the 
proper thing to be done in order to benetit 
them and the Republican party. They said it 
was good policy for the Government. I hava 
so voted also in accordance with the message 
of the President of the United States, though 
not particularly for that reason so much as 
because these gentlemen had induced me to 
believe that it was right to do it. 

But on this floor to-day the very gentlemen 
who have induced men entertaining the same 
opinion that I did entertain to vote persistent! ly 
against every amendmeut, have been partially 
the cause of the defeat of this bill. While we 
have voted persistently against amendments, 
some of them have voted for amendments, 
when those amendments were presented lor no 
purpose (not in their mind, but in my judg: 
ment,) than to defeat this bill; and until when’ 
Until a certain thing shall transpire ; and what 
is that, sir? It is until a commiitee shall re 
port on the right of a Senator to a seat in this 
body ; it has been for that purpose, in my judg: 
ment, and none other. Gentlemen have been 
seen around this Chamber button holing mem- 
bers to get them to vote for an amendment in 
order to postpone this bill until certain things 
shall have transpired; I have witnessed it 
myself. 

Now, I maintain that that question has noth- 
ing to do with this. The question as to the 
election of a Senator who claims a seat here 
cannot be affected by this bill, whether it passes 
without the amendment of the Senator from 
Indiana or with the amendment of the Senator 
from Indiana, When gentlemen persistently 
will attempt to amend such a bill, so as to post- 
pone it, for the purpose of striking one man 
and affecting nobody else, and every one can 
see that that is the effect of this and the inten 
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_ a 


tion of it, Tam justified in calling attention to 
the fact that on your floor to-day you have 
* ard the voice of men, and they are gentle- 
at too—I do not make this remark at all in 
rece disparagemeut—who did no wore nor less 
than the man you strike at by your amendment. 
[hey were in the re bel army, too. Sir, you 
have set the example of having aman in the 
Cabinet of the President of the [ nited States 
who drew his sword against this Government. 

Mr. NYE. L never heard that charge before. 

fr. LOGAN. I make it to day. 

Mr. NYE. I did not know that he ever 
carried a sword, [Laughter. ] 

Mr. LOGAN. Very well, I do not know 
that he did; but I mean by that that he joined 
eho rebellion and attempted to overthrow this 
Government. I do not say that in disparage- 
ment of the President, but I mention it as an 
i‘Ilustration to show that the President himself 
has indorsed unis ersal amnesty, if not by dee- 
laration, by his act, by appointing one of his 
Cabinet from the rebel organization in order 
to equalize the thing and to salisiy the country 
that these men must be restored to their rights. 
] believe that was the reason why he did it. 

But while you gentlemen attack and put 
other gentlemen in awkward positions by your 
amendments, do not claim that you are in favor 
of ampesty, and that you are supporting the 
message of the President of the United States, 
when by your tacties you defeat the very meas- 
ure that you claim to be in favor of, and which 
the President asks you to support. 

Now. I do say that this measure is defeated. 
It is defeated because the House of Repre 
sentatives has adjourned, and will not meet 
again until the 8th of January. The men 
who have been elected in some of the States 
who are under disabilities that this bill would 
have removed so as to allow them lo occupy 


their positions, provided no contest was made, | 


will not now be protected or affected by it. 
‘The othices will be changed by that time. 
Hence, no advantage whatever can be gained 
by passing this bill to day; and now | say to 
the friends of the bill that I voted against 


many amendments here to-day which | was | 
disiuclined to vote against, but I did it because | 


| desired to see the bill pass pure and simple, 


and for no other reason—unot because | enter: | 


iained views antagonistic to those amendments 


that were offered, but because I wanted to see | 


the bill go through without riders. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
alor’s time has expired. 
Mr. LOGAN, 


more, 1 shall be under many obligations to 
them. If not, of course I will desist. 

Several Senators. Go on. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there 
be no objection, the Senator from Illinois will 
be allowed to proceed. The Chair hears none. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, I do not 
claim to be an advocate of this particular 
measure, or of any other measure in refer- 
euce to amnesty. I have supported it, as I 
have said, from policy, because I was induced 


to believe by those gentlemen coming from the | 


South, who claim to be in favor of the bill, 
that it was good policy to pass it. But I say 
to the friends of the bill, do not urge it now ; 
let it alone ; it will do you no good at present. 
It cannot be passed to-day with this amend- 
ment, for the House cannot concur in it. Let 
it be until these gentlemen can exhibit on this 
floor their reasous for their course, when a 
resolution shali be brought here in reference 
to either of these men, whether one or the 
other was elected. I have no opinion to give 
now; but let the exhibition go on then; let 
them come before the Senate; let the con- 
test be made; and let us see whether outside 
pressure can be brought to bear in order to 
atiect the Senate and defeat a measure for a 
certain purpose that is not before the Senate. 
Lhat is all, sir. 


Mr. MORTON. The Senator from South 


The Sen- | 


If the Senate will allow me | 
just one moment to finish one or two sentences | 


Carolina in charge of this bill is in favor of an 
adjournment. 1 therefore move that the Sen- 
ate do now adjourn. 

Mr. SAWYER, I hope that the Senator 
will withdraw that motion for a moment; | 
wish to say one word. 

Mr. CORBETT. Let us have an executive 
session. 
| Mr. MORTON. I withdraw the motion. 
| Mr. CORBETT. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the 
Senator from Indiana withdraw the motion to 
adjourn? 

Mr. MORTON. I withdraw it to enable 
the Senator from Oregon to submit his motion. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 1 renew the 
motion to adjourn, 
|} Mr. SAWYER. 
| me one moment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the 
Senator from New Jersey withdraw the mo- 
tion ? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
for that purpose. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore Does the 
Senator withdraw it in favor of the Senator 
from South Carolina or the Senator trom 
Oregon? ; 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
from South Carolina. 

Mr. SAWYER. I will detain the Senate 
but a moment. I wish to say one word in reply 
to the Senator from Illinois who has just taken 
his seat. I do not vote for this bill because 
it will relieve any number of officebolders or 
men elected to office in violation of the Con- 
stitution. I do not vote for it beeause the 
Senator from Mississippi has informed us that 
there are men elected to office in that State in 
violation of the third section of the fourteenth 
amendment. i would not vote for a bill to 
relieve those men and make them eligible to 
hold the positions to which they have beeu 
elected in violation of the law. 

I am for supporting the law while it remains 
the law. Iam for supporting this provision 
of the Constitution while it remains in the Con- 
stitution. But lam tor amnesty on the general 
principle, not to affect any particular man or set 
of men who may or may not have been elected 
to office. IL have voted for this amendment 
because I thought it necessary to the situation. 
| have a good, sound, substantial reason for 
it; and I think the lecture from the Senator 
from Jliinois comes with a very bad grace. 

Mr. CORBETT. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. It is very imporiant to have an execu- 
tive session. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, (at six o’clock and thirty- 
eight minutes p. m.) [ move that the Senate 
adjourn. 





I beg the Senator to allow 


I withdraw it 


The 


Senator 


takes precedence. 
Mr. CORBET. 
adjourn. 
session. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
tion is on the motion to adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. In pursu- 
ance of the concurrent resolution of the two 


I hope that we shall not 
It is important to have an executive 


The ques- 





adjourned until Monday, the 8th of January, 
at twelve o'clock. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 21, 1871. 
The House met attwelve o'clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burren, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
| approved, 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
1 The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Moore 
\| in the chair.) Ihe House mects to-day as in 
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the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, for debate only, no business what- 
ever to be transacted. 


CLAIMS OF SOUTHERN CITIZENS, 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to speak to a joint resolution of Con- 
gress, having the effect of law, prohibiting the 
payment of debts due by the General Govern- 
ment prior to the 13th day of April, 1861, to 
citizens of the South, unless such citizens were 
loyal to the Government of the United States 
and in favor of suppressing the rebellion. I 
shall attempt to show that said joint resolution 
is not only manifestly wrong and unjust to the 
people affected by it, but unconstitutional, and 
is in effect repudiation by the United States, 
It reads: 

That until otherwise ordered it shall be unlaw- 
ful for any officer of the United States to pay any 
account, claim, or demand against said Government 
which accrued or existed prior to the 13th day of 
April, 1861, in favor of any person who promoted, 
encouraged, or in any manner sustained the lato 
rebellion; orin favor of any person who, during the 
said rebellion, was not known to be opposed and dis- 
tinctly in favor of its suppression; and no pardon 


| heretofore granted or hereafter to be granted shall 


authorize the payment of such account, claim, or 
demand until this resolution is modified orrepealed, 
**Approved, March 2, 1567.”’ 

[his resolution is most remarkable even in 
this age of strange events. by it the United 
States Government, through iis legislatuuve de- 
partment, proposes to and does actually refuse 
to pay debts which it honestly owed for work 
and labor performed for it by its own citizens. 
Beforethe war the Government had contracted 


| by law to pay for certain services to be per- 
| formed by its appointees. 


This service was 


| performed, the Government received the ben- 


efit arising from it, and then, in the year 1867, 
after the blood had time to cool, Congress 
passed this law or joint resolution prohibiting 
the Government officers from paying debts 
thus contracted, unless the creditors could 


| prove they were opposed to the rebellion. 


fhe PRESIDENT pro tempore. That motion 


Sir, who could have supposed that the Amer- 
ican Congress could so far have forgotten its 


| duty as thus to overleap the barriers of justice 
| and do such gross wrong to a large class of its 


creditors ? 

The first question which invites inquiry is, 
had Congress the right to pass such a law? | 
hold not. It is in the nature of a penalty or 
punishment for supposed treason. ‘This, then, 
opens up the question whether the people of 
the southern States were guilty of treason or 
not. Sir, it wonld be in vain that I should 
assert my opinion that they were not; I shall 


_ therefore fortify myself by reference to the 


highest judicial authority in the United States. 
In the case of Thorington vs. Smith, 8 Wal- 


| lace Reports, Chief Justice Chase, delivering 
| the opinion of the court, says of the govern- 


ment of the confederate States: 


‘What was the precise character of this govern- 
ment in contemplation of law? [+ is difficult to 
define it with exactness. Any definition that may 
be given may not improhbably be found to require 
limitation and qualification, but the general princi- 


| ples of law relating to de facto governments will, 


Houses of Congress, | pronounce the Senate | 


we think, conduct us to a conclusion sufficiently 
* 


accurate.” * ° * “The distinguishing 


characteristic of such a government (de facto) is that 
adherents to it in war against the Government de 
jure do not incur the penalties of treason.” 

The court then cites as examples and anal. 
ogous cases the government of England by 
Parliament, and afterward by Crom well as pro- 
tector; of Castine in Maine and Tampico in 
Mexico. Under the governmentof Cromwell 
the people were oe to obey its laws, submit 
to its rulings, and in all things to respect 
it from necessity and paramount force; in 
regard to which the court says: 

The better opinion doubtless is that acts done in 
obedience to this government could not be justly 
regarded as treasonable, though in hostility to the 
king dejure,”’ 

Thus, Mr. Speaker, it must appear very evi- 
dent that the Sapreme Court of the United 
States, from their opinion and reasoning, do 
not think the people of the southern States 
were guilty of treason. Why? Because eight 
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million people were engaged in it, because they 


established a government with its president, | 
congress, legislatures, and all civil officers of | 
a complete government, and for four long years | 


expelled the Government of the United States, 
and themselves held supreme control over all 
theirterritory; yea, not only this, but they were 
able and did invade one of the great States of 


the North, and there fought battles but little | 


excelled in the world’s history. Could these 
veople, then, with their government de facto, 
ye guilty of treason? Could eight million 
people be guilly of treason? If so, then eight 
million people would pay the penalty, and all, 
all he executed on the scaffold or under the 
guillotine. 
The savage would fall back aghast at the 
bloody scene. The tyrant of the Dark Ages 
could not sleep on his bloody pillow. 
more enlightened of the Middle Ages would 
spurn the thought, while the civilization of the 


nineteenth century would, with acommon voice, | 


ery aloud ayainst the barbarous act, and expel 
from all enlightened countries the Government 
which would so far forget the laws of nature 
and humanity as to perpetrate a deed so hor- 
rible and shocking tothe feelings of mankind, 
and so repugnant to all the laws of God and 
man. 
hence no one has been tried or executed for 
treason. 

But suppose those at whom this law was 
aimed were guilty of treason, still this joint 
resolution is unconstitutional; for view it how 
we will, it is an effort on the part of Congress 
to punish for treason without the forms pre- 
scribed by the Constitution and the laws made 
in pursuance thereof. The Constitution of 
the United States, article three, section two, 
SAYS: 


Mankind revolts at the thought. | 


The | 


This view the United States entertained, | 


| 
|| pardon’’ was to restore those brought within 
its scope? Neither Congress nor the President 
has power to pardon for any act except crim- 
inal, and if the framers of this resolution had 
not regarded it in the rature of a criminal law 
|| no provision would have been made against 
sehen, This being conceded, as it must be, 
by the very terms of the resolution, I again 
hold that it is in violation of the Constitution 
in this: that pardons, when unconditional, are 
absolute, and restore the party to all his rights 
in every respect as he exercised and enjoyed 
them before the commission of the supposed 
offense for which he was pardoned. It makes 
him a new man, it wipes out all the crime and 
its consequences attached by the Jaws. It 
places him in the same situation as if he had 
been regularly tried and acquitted by a jury 
of his country. 
an unconditional pardon; it is full, and not by 
|| piecemeal. ‘To sustain this position, sir, I 
| beg to read from the opinion of the Supreme 
| Court of the United States, in the case of ex 
Mr. Justice Field, 


| 


|| parte Garland, 4 Wallace. 
|| delivering the opinion of the court, says: 


“The Constitution provides that the President 
shall have power togrant reprieves and pardons for 
offenses against the United States, except in cases 
of impeachment. The power thus conferred is un- 
|| limited, with the exception stated. It extends to 

every offense known tothe law, and may be exercised 
| at any time after its commission. This power of the 
President is not subject to legislative control. Con- 
gress can neither limit the effect of his pardon nor 
exclude from its exercise any class of offenders. 
The benign prerogative of mercy reposed in him 
cannot be fettered by any legislative restrictions. 
When the pardon is full it releases the punishment 
and blots out of existence the guilt, so that in the 
eye of the law the offender is as innocent asif he 
had never committed the offense.”’ 7 * 
“It removes the penalties and disabilities 
restores him to all his civil rights.” 


and 





** The trial of allcrimes, exceptin cases of impeach- 
ment, shall be by jary.”’ 


Section three: 


No person shali be convicted of treason unless 
on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt 
act or on confession in open court.”’ 

Now, this law does virtually adjudge the sev- 
eral parties guilty of treason, without indict- | 
ment, without trial, and without specification 
of any overt act. Not only this, but it affixes 
a punishment not known to the Constitution or 
laws made in pursuance thereof, and without 
even giving notice to the parties intended to be 
affected thereby. Where is the authority or 
precedent for this? None can be produced, 
because none exists. It is, therefore, to my 
mind,palpably and manifestly unconstitutional, 
and the sooner the American Congress shall 
blot it from its statute: book the more to the 
credit of the Government. 

Moreover, this law, reversing all the great car- 
dinal principles of legal jurisprudence, which 
assume the innocence of all men until the con- 
trary appears, actually starts out with the | 
guilt of the party, and requires him to prove a 
negative, to prove that he was not guilty. It 
requires him to prove that he opposed the re- 
bellion, and that he was distinctly in favor 
of its suppression. It requires him to prove | 
an impossibility. For if perchance a citi- 
ven of the South—and there were such—was 
opposed to the rebellion and in favor of its sup- 
pression, is it to be presumed that he would, 
in the midst of thousands of confederate sol- 
diers, have uttered such a sentiment? If he 
had been the only Union man in his neighbor- 
hood, the presumption is irresistible that he 
would have kept such sentiments to himself, 
and therefore cannot prove he was “ distinctly 
in favor of the suppression of the rebellion.” 

The said joint resolution is unconstitutional 





in another point of view. It says: 


** And no pardon heretofore granted, or hereafter 
to be granted, shall authorize the payment of such 
account until this resolution is modified or re- 
pesled.” 

This last extract shows the true character 
of the law. It proves Congress regarded the 
act for which it punished in the nature of a 
criminal offense, else why provide that ‘‘ no 


Here then, sir, is the plain, clear, and un- 
equivocal declaration of the Supreme Court 
that the pardon wipes out all penalties and 
restores the subject to all his former rights, 


|| and that Congress has no right to abridge or 


curtail his rights thus restored by reason of his 
pardon. Yet Congress does, in the face of this 
exposition of the Constitution by the highest 
judicial tribunal known to the Government, 
declare that ‘‘no pardon heretofore or here- 
_ after to be granted shall authorize the payment 

of such accounts,’’ thus setting at defiance 
| the Constitution as expounded and interpreted 
| by the only tribunal authorized to do so. 

The Government was wisely divided into three 
departments, the legislative, executive, and 
judicial. It is made the duty of the judicial to 
pass upon the constitutionality of the various 
acts of the legislative department. It is the 
great balance-wheel of the Government, in- 
tended by its framers to be placed above passion 
'and the excitementsof the hour. Yes, sir, it is 
even placed above the people, the source of all 
power, in order that at least one of the three 
great departments should sitas an umpire upon 
the judgment of those who, however honest, 
may be influenced by the excitement of the day 
to do great national wrong. 

Sir, to have a Government we all love and 
respect we must have a power to pass on all 
| disputed questions—a power to whom the peo- 
ple can look with reverence and respect; 
otherwise we have no fixed laws or principle 
of government. If the legislative department 
is to absorb all power, and absolutely control 
its codrdinate branches of the Government, 
then indeed will our boasted liberties be but 
an empty name and a burlesque on repub- 
lican government. Cardinal principles of one 
Congress will be upturned and set aside by the 
| next, thus changing the construction of our 
| Constitution and the laws professedly made 
under it, as the varying and shifting scenes of 





|| party may produce new actors upon the great 


stage of our national Legislature. This ought 
‘not to be. Our only safety is in quiet and 
implicit obedience to the decisions of the 
Supreme Court. When it speaks let all good 
citizens-submit, and execute the laws as it ex- 
pounds them. We will then have quiet, peace, 


There is no partial relief by | 














——== 
good order. and good government. Othe 
disrespect for the Government, disorder, 4;,’ 
content, and want of confidence will sy. 
follow. 

Did Congress respect the decision of 1}, 
Supreme Court in the case to which I have po. 
ferred? I think not. That decision was pro: 
nounced in December, 1866, in which the clear 
opinion is announced that pardon works {,)) 
restoration. In the face of this, on the 24 or 
March, 1867, Congress passed this joint rego. 
lution, saying pardon should not work restorg. 
tion ofall rights. So we find Congress over. 
riding the law of the Constitution as expound. 
ed by the Supreme Court, and doubtless mad. 
that very provision in consequence of and ty 
annul that decision. 

Not only this, sir, but Congress reaches oy: 
its strong arm and grapples the executive 
department of the Government by laying down 
the law by which it shall be governed in tho 
payment of debts which it contracted, and says 
to it in effect, ** You shall not execute tho 
law as it was when you made these contracts, 
nor shall von execute it because of the decis. 
ion of the Supreme Court, but you shall be 
governed by the resolution of Congress, wit}. 
out regard to the will of either of the other 
departments of the Government.’’ 

Congress thus assumes and centralizes the 
whole Government in itself. It absorbs the 
other departments, and becomes the center 
and whole controlling power of the Govern. 
ment, leaving the other coérdinate depart. 
ments to carry out its will and execute its 
orders. 

But the Treasury Department goes a step 
further. It requires the claimant and creditor 
to takean oath in accordance with the joint res- 
olution, and, in addition, to produce two loyal 
witnesses of the same county of the creditor, 


TWise, 


urely 


| who ean testify that they knew ‘he conducted 


himself during the late rebellion as a loys! cit 
izen of the United States.’’ Let us now, Mr. 
Speaker, test the constitutionality of this law 
and the oath prescribed in conformity with it. 
The Constitution says: 


“No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be 
passed.”’ 


A ‘‘ bill of attainder’’ is the attempt of the 
Legislature to punish persons without the in- 
tervention of trial by the courts. It takes on 
itself both the functions of the law-making 
power and the judiciary. It pronounces the 
party guilty, without giving him an opportunity 
of being heard, and wholly disregards a trial be- 
fore any proper tribunal, but assumes his guilt, 
and by its test-oaths and otherwise punishes 
without trial. This obnoxious practice had 
obtained in England, and it was the object of 
our forefathers to avoid it here and forever 
prevent such laws from being enacted. The 
bill passed in the reign of Henry VIII enacted 
that— 

“All persons which be or hereafter have been 
comforters, abettors, partakers, confederates, or 
adherents, &c.,”  * * * * “shall stand 


and be attainted, adjudged, and convicted of trea- 
son. 


So, by an act of Parliament, the Earl of 
Clarendon, in the reign of Charles IT, was for- 
ever banished the realm. It was with a full 
knowledge of the acts of the British Parlia- 
ment that the framers of our admirable form 
of government provided that ‘‘no bill of at- 
tainder’’ should ever be passed. The object 
was to prevent Congress from doing what the 
British Parliament had done, punish without 
trial, and by classes as well as individuals. 


_ Therefore the Constitution provided that trials 


for crime should be by jury. Such legisla- 
tion and power were considered incompatible 
with a republican form of government and 


the free institutions guarantied by our organic 
law; hence the authors of our Constitution 
provided against the recurrence of the acts of 
the mother country. 

I shall now show, by the opinion of the 
Supreme Court in the case referred to, that 
said joint resolution, and the oath prescribed 
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attainder. [he court says: 


“The exaction of the oath is the mode provided 
po ‘ceertaining the parties upon whom the act is 
ts aedeal OD 
in end cts objectionable character, All enactments 


red 


Chis kind partake of the nature of bills of pains || 
0 an enalties, and are subject to the constitutional | 
and pene ae 


hibition against the passage of bills of attainder, 
in Olt $ 


. re * y« q go | 
under Which gene ral designation they are included.” | 


The ¢ further says in regard to these | 
The coart y e | flag as long as they could; yet when the war 


test-oaths: ‘ 

“The statute imposes a punishment, for some of 
sho acts specified which were not punishable at the 
chine they were committed; and for other actsit adds 
tiny punishment to that before prescribed, and it 
e ches brought within the further inhibition of the 
(Constitution against the passage of an ex post facto 
Jaw.” Sintes X ae ar 

Try the constitutionality of the said joint 
resolution and test-oath by the light of this 
decision. It is both a bill of attainder and an 
ex post facto law. It is a bill of attainder 
hecause it undertakes to and does attach a 
venalty to an act, and assumes it to have been 
committed, and punishes for the same with- 
ont a trial. It is ex post facto because it 
attacbes a penalty which did not exist at the 
time these several contracts were made between 
the Government and its citizens. When the 
contracts were made to which this law is in- 
tended to apply there were no such conditions 
as those now imposed. 
the employé should render the service, and in 
consideration thereof the Government would 
pay the price agreed on or fixed by the law, 
The service was rendered. The Government, 


instead of paying as per contract, seven years | 


afterward passed a joint resolution affixing 
new conditions-precedent to payment, condi- 
tions which it was known could not be com- 


plied with, therefore virtually and in fact || 


repudiating a debt which it honestly and fairly 
owes. 
repudiate the debts which it owes to individ- 
vals for labor performed, yet if repudiation 
of the bonded debt is hinted at, the whole coun- 
try is shocked at the thought, while Congress 
is carrying on repudiation on a smaller scale 
with impunity. 

Sir, suppose Pennsylvania or any other north- 
ern State should pass a law of similar import 
to be applied to debts between man and man, 
will any lawyer pretend to say that upon a suit 
by a creditor on a plain bond the defendant 
would be allowed to plead such statute in bar 
of the action? 


late war on the southern side are collecting 
debts in the North which were due them before 
the war. Then,if the States cannot and do 
not resist the collection of debts which their 
citizens owe, has Congress the right, or is it 
manly and becoming a great Government to 
assume to itself such unwarranted and unen- 
viable powers? It is a strange position for the 
debtor to attach subseqnent conditions to the 
payment of a debt because it has the power to 
execute them whether right or wrong. 

The people of the southern States hold the 


bonds of the loyal States, and no question || 
has been made that the same will not be paid || 


because the holder was disloyal. No loyal 
State has passed any law to protect its citizens 
against prosecution by the disloyal creditor, 
nor has any State passed a law requiring its 
bondholders to take an oath of loyalty, yet 
the Representatives of all these States in Con- 
gress assembled, unlike their constituents, 
apply test-oaths and subsequent conditions to 
the creditors of the Government. It was to 
avoid the oppression of the weaker by the 
stronger that Governments were instituted, and 
in order that all might share a common fate, 
yet the Government goes back centuries and 
assumes the anomalous position of deciding 
for itself not to pay its honest debts. 

I am aware, sir, that those who cannot take 
this oath have but little sympathy at the hands 
of Congress. From the standpoint of this 
law those men deserve punishment. If so, why 
not give them a fair trial and there let the mat- 


| 
| ter rest? 


operate, and, instead of lessening, in- || 


The contract was that | 


The Government claims the right to | 


Certainly not; for it is a daily | 
occurrence that men who were engaged in the | 


Why doa thing which seems so small 
and savors of petty revenge? It is not com- 
| patible with the dignity of the American Con- 


|| gress, or in consonance with the principles of 
| 


| republican government. This law falls most 
heavily upon the old mail contractors and 
those who took the census of 1860. Many of 
them are old men who took no partin the war, 


who opposed secession and clung to the old 


had commenced in earnest, and their children 
| and grand-children were in it, did give them 
| aid and comfort, and did clothe the sick and 
| feed the hungry. ‘Therefore they cannot take 
| the required oath, and therefore the Govern- 
ment, forsooth, refuses to pay them. 

The Government should be just, should be 
honest, should do its duty; then it may require 
the same of its citizens. Sir, | hope it will 
be the pleasure of Congress to vote for the 
repealing resolution which I have offered, and 
thus take one step in the right direction, one 


|| step toward reconciliation, one step toward 


assuring the people of the South and the whole 
country that the General Government will not 
repudiate, will not receive the services of its 
people and refuse to pay them, will not lay 
down one standard for itself and another for 
| the people, but in the spirit of national justice 
it will step boldiy to the front and say to the 
American people, ‘‘We know no past, except 
to draw lessons of wisdom from it; we will 
throw the vail over all that has occurred and 
do justice to the people of the whole country. 
We will repeal and blot out all humiliating 
| and degrading test-oaths, and recognize a per 
| fect equality among all the States of the Union, 


each, among which is their unlimited pre- 
rogative to control their internal polity as to 
them shall seem best, without the interference 
of Federal authority, civil or military.’’ Then, 
witha “* union of hearts and aunion of hands,”’ 
we may yet make this country the freest, the 
grandest, and proudest on earth. 





LEVEES OF THE MISSISSIPPI RLVER. 


Mr. SHELDON. Mr. Speaker, it occurs to 
| me that this may be regarded as an auspicious 
time for Congress to give attention to the devel- 


The unity of the Republicis assured, the largest 
liberty has been conferred upon all the citizens 
through the fundamental law of the land, and 
the means of protecting all in the enjoyment 
of this liberty have been provided by appro- 





therefore, that there should be added to these 
blessings the greatest possible facilities for 
promoting the material welfare of the people. 
The public debt is large, I admit, but integrity 
and efficiency in the collection and economy in 
the expenditure of the revenues, together with 
the increase of wealth in the country, have con- 
duced to its rapid extinguishment. When we 
objectify this debt it has huge dimensions, but 
when considered in connection with the re- 
| sources of the nation its formidable appearance 
| is greatly modified. When the means to pay 
| are ample no liability is onerous. An increase 
| of public wealth is equivalent to a reduction 
| of the debt itself. ‘Ihe proposition which I 
| shall present will, if adopted, have the effect 
| to largely increase the national resources, and 
will open up homes for millions, and con- 
| tribute immeasurably to the happiness of man- 
kind. 

On the first day of the session I had the 





Mississippi Valley Levee Company. That its 
provisions may be more easily understood it 
| 1s well to state a few facts. The west or right 
bank of the Mississippi river is low, and liable 
to be overflowed nearly the entire distance 
| from Cape Girardeau, in the State of Mis- 
|| souri, to Fort Jackson, in the State of Lonisi- 
|| ana. A few miles of bluffs exist about sixty 
} miles above Memphis. A continuous levee 
| is necessary between the designated points. 





and we will respect the reserved rights of | 
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opment of the material resources of thecountry. | 


priate and ample legislation. It seems proper, | 


honor to introduce a bill to incorporate the | 
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If a crevasse takes place at any point the coun- 
try below it is more or less injured. If there 
are no levees in Missouri damage is done to 
Arkansas, and if the latter State neglects those 
within her limits Louisiana suffers. Hence, 
it is not only necessary that the levee should 
be continuous between the points specified, 
but it should be skillfully constructed and care- 
fully watched and preserved. To place this 
single levee, which runs through two States 
and into the third, under three jurisdictions 
and control, the systems adopted and the 
management may, and probably will, be dif- 
ferent, and in such event evil consequences 
cannot be avoided by a State which employs 
the most perfect system and practices the 
greatest vigilance. It is important, therefore, 
that this levee should be placed under one 
control, and that this control should be coupled 
with an interest which will be sufficient to 
guaranty the exercise of proper skill and care. 

The levees heretofore constructed are not 
uniform in height or of ample strength, and, 
as might be expected, reflect a great variety 
of ideas as to the measures which are neces- 
sary to protect the country. During the con- 
tinuance of the war the people were unable to 
take care of the levees, and to natural deteri 
oration has been added the destruction inei- 
dent to the conflict. Henee, the whole coun- 
try is in danger of being submerged, and the 
people are too poor to pay the expense of 
repair and construction of the levees without 
grievous oppression. Nor is there in exist- 
ence any plan or system by which the ade 
quate laboring force can be concentrated in 
case of threatened danger. ‘*The business 
of everybody is the business of nobody,”’ is 
a rule which applies here. The low bank on 
the east side is not continuous, and does 
not, except in a single instance, extend into 
two States. The alluvial lands are small in 
extent as compared with those on the west 
bank. ‘There are several tributaries on both 
sides of the Mississippi, which must be diked 
for some distance from their mouths, but the 
embankments need not be so costly as those 
on the main river. If the main levee on the 
right bank is placed under one management, 
with proper means to communicate informa: 
tion and to transport men and materials rapidly, 
the levees on the left bank and tributaries may 
be advantageously committed to the 
management. 

The objects of the bill are threefold: first, 
to create a system which will apply to all the 
levees; second, to place them under the con- 
trol of asingle and interested head ; and third, 
to obtain pecuniary aid from the Government. 

The bill proposes to create certain gentle- 
men therein named a body-corporate, with the 
usual powers and privileges of similar corpo 
rations, and prescribes the method of organiza- 
tion. It authorizes the company to construct 
a levee and line of telegraph from Cape Girar- 
deau to Fort Jackson, and to lay a railway 
track on the top or along the line of the levee. 
The telegraph line is essential as a means of 
transmitting information from point to point 
rapidly. A railroad will afford a more speedy 
means of concentrating men and materials than 
that furnished by the river. Moreover, it is 
believed that when there is a reasonable cer- 
tainty that the country is secure against inun- 
dation emigration will tend thither, and that 
in the early future it will become one of the 
most populous and productive of the rural 
districts, and that a railroad will be a great 
convenience to the people and a source of 
profit tothe company. Whether the track can 
be safely laid upon the levee is a question for 
engineers, and one upon which there are dif- 
ferences of opinion, the weight being adverse 
to the proposition. The bill is so framed that 
the track may be laid upon or along the levee, 
as shall be directed by the engineer therein 
mentioned. The building of the railroad is 
permissive, and not obligatory. 

The Secretary of War is required to detail 
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an engineer of the United States, whose sole 
duty while so detailed shall be to plan and 
superintend the construction, repair, and pres- 
ervation of all the levees which shall be placed 
under the management of the company by the 
bill, or by virtue of arrangements with the sev- 
eral States, or with individuals, and his plans 
and directions are to be followed by the com- 
puny. 

I'he company is required to have a domicile 
in each of the States where there are levees 
under its control; and it may be sued upon its 
contracts and for its torts in the State where 
the injured party resides, so that the people 
may not be required to go beyond their States 
to assert their rights. 

lhe bill specially provides for the building 
of one levee and telegraph line, and does not 
contemplate Government aid for any other. 
‘This levee is 


it will constitute the main protection against 
overflow for three fourths of all the alluvial 
bottom lands, and the accomplishment of this 
will be all that the Government ought to do. 


‘The States interested ean bear the burden of | 


doing the balance without severe taxation. 
No direct advantage will be derived by Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi in lessening 
their expenses, but Louisiana and Arkansas 
will still have as much to do in building levees 
on the tributary rivers, and in the repair and 
preservation of the main levee, as the other 
States will have in the construction, repair, and 
preservation of all their levees. 
u general advantage to all these States arising 
from the conception and adoption of the best 
and a uniform system, which, if properly exe- 


cuted, will cause the plan of levees, as a means | 


of protection, to be a practical certainty; and 
as it is hoped the company will be responsible 
and eflicient, and one which can pertorm all 


the work of construction, repair, and preserva: | 


tion, less expensively than itcan be done other- 
wise; the States or individuals whose duty it is 
to keep up the levees will place all their work 
intheir bands. Hence it is provided that con- 
tracts may be made with the States or indi- 
viduals upon such terms and for such consid- 
eration as may be agreed upon, 

The States are not 
power is expressly reserved to them to fix the 
liability of the company in cases of overflow, 


persons. ‘Lhe right of way for the levees and 
the railway is to be acquired in conformity to 
State laws, and the company is prohibited from 
acquiring any levee or the ground on which it 


may be situated any further than may be neces- | 


sary for levee purposes, and when the charter 
of the company shall be declared forfeited in 
the manner pointed out, the levees are to be 
turned over to the States to be used or disposed 
of as they shall direct. 


amount of $16,000 per mile. The precise ag- 
gregate amountto be thus granted no one can 


at this time state, but it will not vary much | 


from eighteen million dollars, being a sum as 
nearly as can be estimated adequate for the 
construction of the levee and lineof telegraph. 
‘The bonds are tobe issued in instalimentsas the 
work progresses, and after a board of inspect 
ors, composed of disinterested citizens of the 


United States resident in the States interested | 
in the levees, to be appointed by the Secretary | 


of the Treasury, shall certify that the levee is 
constructed according to the plans and direc- 
tion of the engineer, and the engineer is re- 
quired to see that it shall be of sufficient height 
and strength to prevent inundation. Further- 
more it is Sama that the bonds issued be- 
fore the work is completed shall be void in 
the hands of everybody until the whole shall be 
accomplished. Hence the company cannot do 
the cheaper part, obtain their bonds, and then 
abandon the project. The company cannot 
complain of this, because the bonds are issued 
as the work progresses 


situated within three States, and | 
is fully one half of all the work to be done, and | 


| structed. 


There will be | 





interfered with, but the | 


} Lpaopensen the national 
The bill grants a subsidy in bonds to the || 
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Subseriptions to the stock of the company | 


cannot be received except upon payment of ten 
per cent., and certificates of stock cannot be 
issued until the full amount of the subscription 
has been paid, so that trashy stocks cannot be 


put upon the market to swindle and defraud | 


the public. It was designed, in drawing the 
bill, to make the enterprise a genuine one, and 
of value to the people, without defrauding the 
Government, and at the same time afford the 
company, in carrying out the whole scheme, an 
opportunity to obtain a reasonable remunera- 
tion. The subject is too great to be loosely 
managed, and the interests involved are so 
momentous that the capitalists of the country 
to be especially benefited must invest in the 
project and be satisfied with fair compensa- 
tion. 

It may be asked, why not donate this money 
directly to the States? I answer that the States 
have squandered too much already upon ill- 


| advised plans and upon speculative contractors, 
| Under Government supervision works are too | 
apt to be expensively and defectively con- | 
This is @ common experience, and | 
nowhere has it been more grievous than in the | 
built under | 


States where levees have been 
Government auspices. I am not tenacious 
about any particular plan, but shall cheerfully 
and earnestly support any that shall seem to be 
the best, and especially such a one as shall 
be most acceptable to Congress. But any plan 
that does not embody liberal assistance from 
the Government, at this time especially, will be 
of little practical value. 

Mr. Speaker, no man can appreciate more 
fully than I do the arduous labors to be per- 
formed by those of us who represent the States 
situated in the lower Mississippi valley in 
obtaining Government aid for our levees. 
Many objections must be encountered and 
overcome, In this opening presentation of 
the subject, it must not be expected that I 
shall be able to anticipate and answer all that 
may be interposed. But some, I think, I may 
anticipate and dispose of. 

I already hear it said, as has been said 
many times before, that levees will not afford 
the protection necessary; that there are other 


less expensive and more efficient methods of 


avoiding inundation. This, however, is no 
new idea; for I have heard of sages who, hav- 


| ing taken a short steamboat ride upon the Mis- 
and to prescribe the remedies for the injured | 


sissippi river, have formed such convictions, 


| based upon arguments as vapid as their observ- 
| ations were cursory. 


I hear also the strict constructionists inter- 
pose the objection of want of constitutional 
power, when the very spirit which pervades 
the Constitution conveys the idea that it was 
formed and is to be administered to promote 


the general welfare. 


I know, too, that in the presence of this 
purse-strings will 

e strengthened and tightened—that the 
bondholders will make haste to examine the 
latest foreign and domestic bond quotations, 
and the Treasury Department will calculate 
how much longer it will take to pay off an 
addition of fifteen or twenty millions at the 
rate of $150,000,000 per annum, 

I see, also, the selfish and miserly shrug their 
shoulders and assume looks of astonishment, 
and local interests and prejudices put on the 
face of indifference, while many thousands of 
our fellow-citizens are making preparations to 
fly, before an inundation they are powerless 
to successfully resist, from a soil more fertile 
than that in the ancient valley of the Nile, 
and the cultivation of which will contribute 
immensely to the wealth and happiness of the 
nation. 

But those who have investigated and are 
interested in this question are not to be 
deterred by these formidable obstacles. They 
only ask a candid and careful consideration of 
the subject by the Congress and the people, 
and they will then contentedly abide by the 


‘ result which may be attained. 





|| Nile, the Volga, and other riv 


|| levees, as superior to all others, ought t 
| been declared stare decisis long ago. 
|cedents and experience we may add philoso. 
| phy and science. 





|| upon it, 





| doubt. 
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Whether levees are the proper means 
employed to prevent overflow ought yo: .. 
this late day to be a controverted point, The 


to he 


ers have be¢ 
successfully diked for a long period of ieee 
Holland in large part has been reclaimed f,,,,. 
the sea by the same means. This plan 
been successful as to the very river in gy¢ 
tion for acentury. If it has ever proved mf 
fective, faults in the system or negligencs ;, 
execution have been the causes. If precedents 
and experience are to have weight the pian o 


from 
has 


an o 
to have 
To Dre- 


This subjecthas been made 
a patient and long-continued study by many 
of our most learned and practical erigineers. 


and I challenge denial of the assertion that 


among such there is no division of Opinion 


| All concur in the opinion that levees are jh» 


least expensive and most sensible and effeciy, 
means of reclaiming and preserving this gee. 
tion of our country. 


The attention of the Government was 4. 


_ tracted to this subject several years ago, ay¢ 
| so much interest was felt that a learned cow 


mission was appointed to investigate and repor: 
That investigation was the work of 
years, and combined arduous and _ persistey: 


| labors with the highest scientific attainmey: 
_ and greatest scope of mind. 


No subject of, 
similar character has ever been so exhangi- 
ively considered in this country. The repo 
has been published by the Government, and 
has become a text-book for engineers and mey 
of science. The subject of levees is there pre. 
sented philosophically and practically, and 
every other plan is exploded and all objections 
to this annihilated. The practices under sim- 
ilar conditions and the argumentsin that report 
ought to put an end to ecavil and remove every 
The finale of the whole matter is thus 
stated : 

“The preceding discussion of the different plans 


of protection has been so elaborate, and the cone\y- 
sions adopted have been so well established that 


| little remains to be said under the head of recom- 
| mendations. 


It has been demonstrated that no 
advantage can be derived either from diverting 
tributaries or constructing reservoirs, and that the 
plan_of cut-offs and of new or enlarged outlets to 
the Gulf are too costly and too dangerous to be at- 
tempted. The plan of levees, on the contrary, which 
has always recommended itself by its simplicity and 
direct repayment of investment may be relied upon 
for protecting all alluvial bottom lands liable to in- 
undation below Cape Girardeau. The works, itis 
true, will be extensive and costly, and will exact 
more unity of action than has thus far been attained. 
The recent legislation of Mississippi in organizing 
a judicious State system of operations, however, 
shows that the necessity of more concert is beginning 
to be understood. When each of the other States 
adopts a similar plan, and all unite in a general 
system of protection of each part the alluvial valley 


| of the Mississippi may be protected against inunda- 
| tion.” 


If any doubt exists upon this point I com: 
mend him in whose mind such doubt rests to 
a thorough study of the report of General 
Humphreys upon ‘the physics and hydrau- 
lies of the Mississippi river, and upon the pro- 
tection of the alluvial region from overflow.” 
It will be seen from the report that levees are 
not only practical and necessary, but that con- 
cert of action is requisite to make the protec: 
tion a certainty. 

Dismissing this point, I shall address myself 
to the question of constitutional power to enact 
this bill. Upon this branch of the subject | 
do not expect to be able to anticipate all the 
technical and captious objections that may 
be urged. It has grown to be a habit, if not 
a disease, of some minds to meet a legislative 
measure with the stunning objection of uncon- 
stitutionality. It matters littie whether the 
measure be to enlarge the liberties or ame 
liorate the condition of the people, the same 
opposition is interposed. Sometimes I have 
thought that it was really a fact that the fathers 
made the Constitution with the sole view 0' 
seeing how completely power could be denied 
to a people to do good to themselves, aud how 
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much they could outdo the crotchety lawyers 
who created that system. of practice which 
made a frivolous technicality more potent than 
justice in the decision of a cause. 

It is curious how this sacred document has 
been made to assume forms and shapes to suit 
the whims or interests of individuals and of 
localities. When human rights were to be 
stricken down, and slavery secured and ex- 
panded, the Constitution contained ample pro- 
Fisions to accomplish these ends. When the 
Union pleaded for preservation, the enslaved 


appealed for relief, and the whole people sought | 


onfranchisement and citizenship, this blessed 
old document, which was ordained ‘to form 
a more perfect union, establish justice, insure 


domestic tranquillity, provide for the common | 


defense, promote the general welfare, and se- 


cure the blessings of liberty,’’ suddenly became | 


shriveled and juiceless, and to the minds of 
some was found to be wholly without a grant of 
authority to aid or permit the attainment of 
any of these benign results. So now, after 
the nation has lived and prospered through 
efforts to achieve these great works, and when 
it is proposed to reclaim its valuable lands, in- 
crease production, and enlarge and cheapen the 
means of transportation and intercommunica- 
tion, or whatever good is sought to be done by 
the Government, there are men who find the 
Constitution as barren of power as the heart 
of Shylock was destitute of humanity. 

The Government, however, of late years 
has not been deterred in its efforts to enlarge 
the liberties or ameliorate the condition of the 
people. 


mestic. It has chartered and subsidized rail- 
road companies to open up new countries and 


to encourage the settlement and cultivation of | 
vant lands. The principle that Congress | 


the va 
nay charter companies is too well established 
to be overturned. This may and ought to be 
done whenever the object to be accomplished 


will redound to the common welfare, and es- | 
pecially when it does not encroach upon the | 


prerogatives of the States. The bill has been 
carefully drawn so as not to be objectionable 
in this respect. 
recognizes State authority and State laws in 
all respects, and any connection of the States 
with the project must be wholly voluntary. 


[t has improved rivers and harbors | 
and performed other acts for the encourage- | 
ment and safety of commerce, foreign and do- | 


It will be noticed that it fully | 





[ have at all times anticipated opposition to | 


this or any similar proposition, not only upon 
constitutional grounds, but upon grounds of 
economy. Happily the constitutional question 
is nota new one. The power to expend the 


public money for such a purpose was discussed | 


und definitely settled in the early period of our 
history in parallel cases. President; Madison 
recommended that roads and canals be built 
by Congress. And while he expressed no 
doubt of bis own as to the authority to do this, 
he suggested that if there were any who did 
the ditliculty might be obviated by an amend- 
ment to the Constitution in the mannertherein 
pointed out. 


President John Quincey Adams | 


recommended the same thing, but with more | 


liberality as to the subjects embraced, and | 


affirmed the constitutionality of such action in 
an argument brief in words, but comprehensive 
in scope and convincing in effect. 

President Monroe, in an early annual mes- 
sage, took grounds against the plan of internal 
improvemeuts recommended by his predeces- 


sor, for the reason that in his opinion the Con- | 


stitution did not contain the requisite grant of 
power. Subsequently, however, in a special 
message to Congress devoted to this subject 
alone, he elaborately discussed the question 
of constitutional authority, in which he re- 


viewed every part of that instrument from | 
which anybody had claimed the power was 


derived, 
cConstructionists, and must have adopted the 
conclusions announced in that message with 
great reluctance. The power to appropriate 
money from the public Treasury for works of 


He belonged to the school of strict | 


| 
| 


internal improvement he found to exist in the 
clause which says: 


‘*The Congress shall have power to lay and col- 
lect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the 


| debts and provide for the common defense and gen- 


eral welfare.”’ 








| revenues for the purposes expressed, 


| 


Maintaining what seems so clear in these | 
days, that the latter part of the above quoted | 
clause grants the power to appropriate the | 


He 


asserted the unlimited authority of Congress | 


to raise money in the four modes specified, 
and that the authority to appropriate was 


equally broad, provided its expenditure is | 


confined to the purposes designated. He laid 
down the principle that in raising revenue 


there was no restraint upon the Representative 


except his responsibility to his constituents, 


and in its appropriation the authority was || 
subject to the same limitation. and the addi- | 
tional one that the object for which the money | 


is given shall be national in its character. 
President Jackson, in his message vetoing 
the Maysville road bill, reaffirmed the doctrine 
of Monroe as sound and as an established prin- 
ciple in the administration of the Government. 
He refused his signature to that bill only because 
he deemed the project local and not national. 


Such has been the practice of the Government | 


for the last half century without a single objec- 
tion from high authority, except by President 
Polk in vetoing a river and harbor bill during 
his administration. He did not assume to 
combat the doctrines of Monroe and Jackson. 
Although his objections in part were based on 
constitutional grounds, their precise nature has 
ever been intangible to my mind, whatever 
effect may have been wrought upon the minds 
of others. At all events, bis views have never 
had an appreciable effect in shaping the policy 
of the Government upon this subject. 

The positions taken by Monroe amd Jackson 


|| are undoubtedly correct, except as to whom | 


belongs the right to decide upon the nation- 
ality of the enterprise contemplated. The 
tepresentative is responsible to his constita- 
ents for everything he does and for every view 
he entertains upon public affairs, and upon 
which heacts. It makes no difference whether 
it be an international, constitutional, or eco- 
nomic question. This responsibility consti- 
tutes the reason why he should be invested 
with the sole right to determine whether the 
object for which the public money is appro- 
priated is national. [ am content that the 
proposition to grant the aid contemplated by 
the bill under consideration shall be decided 
upon the principle annunciated. 

It may be diiicult in many cases to determ- 
ine whether an appropriation is made for a 
national object. Much depends upon the rule 
that shall be adopted in such cases. Where 
the beneficial effect will be universal and equal, 
no doubt can be entertained. Butsuch a case 
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the character of nationality ought to attach to 
the proposition. The language of the Con- 
stitution is that Congress may provide for the 
general, not the universal welfare. The im- 
provement contemplated by this bill is of such 
magnitude, and the influence of its accom- 
plishment will be so wide-spread in promoting 
the wealth and strength of the Republic, and in 
its contributions toward human bappiness, that 
I cheerfully leave the nationality of its char: 
acter to be determined bya rule the most rigid 
and illiberal. Let us first know the facts and 
then come to a decision. Upon the facts 
which I shall present I rest the case, and feel 


| confident that ultimately the judgment of 





ean hardly arise, except in the payment of a | 


debt. It is then presumed that the whole 
people are equally benefited. It is not by 
such a rule, however, that this question should 
be tested. Congress has a right toappropriate 
money for the common defense and general 
welfare. Noone has ever questioned the power 
to build a fort in Florida, yet none can see 
how that act will contribute to the defense of 
Oregon or Alaska. 


Congress builds light- | 


houses and harbors on the coast of Maine, yet | 


the people on the coast of California receive 
no direct advantage from it. The true theory 
is, that as each section is an integral part of 


the whole nation, a benefit conferred upon a | 


| locality whose condition, physical and other- 


wise, seem to demand aid, will operate to the 
benefit of the whole. 
The question 


is: 


will the appropriation 


| sought be compensated for in the advantages 


erous and the section of sufficient consequence 
to be developed ‘and preserved? If these ques- 
tions may all be answered in the affirmative, 


| 


Congress and the country will pronounce the 
measure a proper national undertaking, and 
of great economic importance. 

The alluvial bottom lands sought to be pro- 
tected against inundation by the construction 
of levees contain about twenty million acres, 
or nearly thirty thousand square miles; an 
area fourteen times as large as the kingdom of 
Holland, four times as extensive as Massachu- 
setts, and nearly equal to one half of all the 
New England States. These lands are situ- 
ated in the middle of the continent, and border 


|| upon the greatest natural inland thoroughfare 
| in the world, 


| for ages from one half the continent. 


They have drawn their fertility 
Every 
fertilizing agent from the decayed vegetation 


| of the valleys and the minerals of the mount- 


ains has found a lodgment here. They are 
situated, too, in that part of the temperate 
zone most adapted to valuable productions and 
most celebrated for salubrity of climate. 

The productiveness of these lands is under- 
stood in a general way, but their real value is 
only comprehended when we apply the test of 
statistics. I regret that I have been unable 
to attain more complete information, In the 
year 1859, from 876,000 acres in Louisiana, 
there were produced cotton, corn, sugar, and 
rice of the value of $105,000.000, or about 
one hundred and twenty dollars per acre. 
There are in that State fully six million acres 
liable to overflow, and it is safe to say that 
four million may be cultivated, and that the 
annual yield per acre will approximate $100. 
These lands in that State alone ought to add 
each year to the productions of the nation 
$400,000,000. Fifteen million acres of the 
lands to be protected by levees may be made 
to grow crops, and at the rate of sixty dollars per 
acre, which is a low estimate, their aggregate 
value would be $900,000,000 per annum ; quite 
sufficient to liquidate the entire public debt in 


| three years, withthe accruing interest thereon. 


There is productive capecity enough to em- 
ploy one and a half million agricultural labor- 
ers and to furnish support for eight miilion 
people. 

Surely this great productiveness, and the 
large population that may be sustained there- 
by, ought to give the character of nationality 
to an enterprise which will bring about such a 
result. The useful character of the crops grown 
upon these lands, and the circumstances which 
will compel their cultivation almost solely 
here, are important considerations. ‘The up- 
lands of the South are not generally of a very 
fertile quality. Such as have been cultivated 
for a considerable length of time have become 
well-nigh exhausted. They are not as easily 
resuscitated as lands in snow countries. Their 
strength is wasted away by winter rains. They 
are not adapted to the growth of valuable 
grasses, manures are not as plentiful as in 
countries where much feeding is done, and 
when applied to the soil they do not contrib- 
ute to productiveness for any great length of 


| time. 


Hence, cotton-planters will of necessity be 


driven to the richest alluvial localities; and 
which will result; is it needed, and are the peo- | 
ple to be directly benefited sufficiently num- | 


j 
} 
| 
} 


| 


none exceed the richness of the lands on the 
Mississippi and tributaries. Within the last 
half century something ubove one hundred mil- 
lion bales of cotton have been grcwn in the 
United States. Their value cannot be less than 
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five thousand million dollars. Nearly ninety 
million bales have been produced in the last 
thirty years, and for four years of that time 
there was almost a hiatus in its cultivation. 
As I do not believe in any monarchical instt- 
tution, | do not think * cotton is king ;'’ but I 
do regard it as a very useful servant—one, 
indeed, which is almost indispensable. We 
have suffered much from adver 
trade, which have been paid off with the coin 
Deduct from our 
exportations the single item of cotton for 
twenty years last past, and see how the bal 
ances against us will foot up 

Take this item out and the nation would be 
compelled to go into bankruptcy, or turn half 
our population into quarrying and crushing 
quartz rock to obtain the means to meet our 
habilities. At times many of our people have 
gone wild on the subject of gold mining, and 
our wealth in precious metals has been pa- 
raded and extolled, as if no financial mishap 
could betake us so long as we possessed this 
resource; yet in the last twenty years cotton 
alone has enriched us moretban four times as 
much as the gold and silver mines, in its con- 
tributions to commerce and in meeting the 
demand for foreign exchange, and immeasur 
ably more has it promoted the comforts of the 
human family. These facts, so briefly stated, 
are sufficient to justify the legislation which I 
have proposed, Sut there are others equally 
potent to influence our action. 

Are you aware, sir, that for a considerable 
period of the year the people east of the river 
cannot hold communication with those on the 
other side, unless inundation is prevented ; 
that for more than athousand miles commerce 
and the mail service are interrupted ; that the 
river for mach of that distance cannot be ap- 
proached by railroads or wagon roads; and 
that if the trans- Mississippi country is invaded 
men and munitions cannot be sent to expel the 
invaders, except under great disadvantages and 
delay? Such are the facts, and is not the 
avoidance of all these worthy of hberal na- 
tional aid? 

The time 


and bullion of the country. 





has come when we must begin 


to consider, not the propriety but the necessity 


} 


of a more thorough and systematic cultivation | 


of our agricultural lands. We have been intent 
on colonizing, andin skimming over the sur- 
face, untilthe duty to organize and institute 


more thor®ughness stares us in the face. 


Some people may be astonished to hear that || 


there 1s comparatively little public land re- 
maining which is desirable for agricultural 
purposes. I make the assertion, and challenge 
successiul contradiction. Weshall need ‘*more 
root FF 
commence the reclamation and cultivation of 
the good soils which have been left behind in 
our race to find the western terminus. Already 
the tide of emigration has been brought to a 
halt by the waters of the Pacific, and we shall 
soon see it eddying backward and filling up the 
country over which it has glided so hurriedly. 

The policy of the Government is such that 
it is deemed both benevolent and economical 
to present the public lands to actual settlers. 
The public lands are as much the property of 
the nation as the public moneys. I am un 
able to mark the distinction between giving 
lands to the people and in appropriating the 
money to reclaim or create lands for them. 
The protection of the alluvial bottom lands 
against inundation is creating lands for the 
people's occupation and cultivation. 

Sir, my education and sentiments have ever 
been adverse to sectional ideas and prejudices. 
Justice and fair dealing, however, in a popular 
form of government demand that the blessings 
of the Government should be dispensed with 
due reference to the principle of equality to- 
ward all sectious. Anterior to the war the 
politicians and statesmen of the South unfor- 
tunately applied their great capacities in con- 
centrating popular sentiment upon one idea, 


e balances of 


| few of which have since been revived. 


sooner than we anticipate, unless we |; 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


fare of their section, and iu the use of the || 


power thus acquired they showed great strategic 
abilities. The subject of material development 
was neglected, while the politicians and s'ates- 
men of the North applied themselves with 
creditable zeal to advance the material welfare 
of their people by means of Government aid. 

In this condition of things it is not surpris- 
ing that the North outstripped the South in the 
race for wealth. If, on examination, it is dis 
covered that the beneficence of the Govern- 
ment has been more bountifully bestowed upon 
one section than upon another it would be but 
the expression of a kindly and fraternal senti- 
ment to seek an opportunity upon a merito- 
rious case to make that benelicence equal, so 
fur as it may be practicable to do go. 

Appropriations for the improvement of riv- 
ers and harbors began in 1824. Since that time 
upward of thirty-two million dollars have been 
given for these works. ‘The South had more 
sea-coast than all other parts of the country 
before our territory was eularged by the acqui- 
sition of our Pacific possessions; and now, in 
number and magnitude, her rivers exceed those 
of all other sections. Her productions attracted 
commerce to her shores, and her territory com- 
prised full one half the Republic. Yet, from 
the sum appropriated for the improvement of 
rivers and harbors, the northern States obtained 
more than twenty-seven million dollars, and 
the South less than five million dollars. 

The same advantage seems to have been 


| secured in the appropriation for public build- 


ings. From the beginning of the Government 
to July 1, 1871, the northern States received 
upward of twenty three million dollars, and 


| the South eight and a quarter million. All 


the States south of the Potomac and the Ohio 
and Missour: are classed as southern States. 
The sume given the Territoriesand District of 
Columbia are not taken into the account. 
When we reach the subject of lands donated to 
railroad companies the disparity is even greater. 

‘The northern States have had in round num- 


, bers one hundred and forty mi'tion acres, and 


those of the South less than thirty seven mil- 
lion, Missouri being classed with the South ; 


the grants which were made before, and which 
lapsed during the war by limitation, only a 
This 
statement embraces all the lands donated 
to the several Pacific railroads, counting the 
Texas Pacific with the South, and of course 
it does not include the $64,000,000 in United 
States bonds which were given to the Union 
and Central Pacific companies. 

It is true the northern States contain a 
greater population, and contribute more to 
the revenues, but not in proportion to the 
superior Government beneficence of which 
they have been the recipients. Estimating 


| the lands as of equal value, and at $1 25 per 


acre, and including the $64,000,000 in bonds, 


_the subsidies granted to northern companies 


aggregate $239,000,000, and those granted to 
the South amount to but $46,250,000, and 
from this sum should be deducted the value 
of the lapsed grants, which I have not the 
means of estimating. 


Mr. Speaker, I have not made a presentation | 


of these statistical facts with any design of 
exciting sectional prejudices, or to cause a feel- 
ing to arise in the minds of the people of the 
South that they have been wronged, but to 
appeal to the sense of justice and to the princi- 
ple of an equal distribution of blessings which 


ought to actuate every American heart, and | 
which, I am confident, will sooner or later 
| dominate in all our public actions, and because 


I feel that there is no present subject more 


| entitled to call forth the exercise of these high 


motives than the one which I am presenting 
for your consideration. 

It has been a national misfortune that the 
ideas and purposes of the people of the two 


|| sections have been so widely and so bitterly 
which they deemed most essential to the wel- | 


| for international trade. 
and included in this quantity of land are all || 
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swept away differences in sentiments ag wa); 
as in institutions. On political and mater.) 
questions the national mind is rapidly hecoming 
homogeneous. ‘the day is at hand when 
will act unitedly, and the people of the Sonth 
will enter upon a career in which they :) 
emulate the North in every great and 
work. Their money and energies wil! b 
fully applied to a restoration of the country 
from its existing prostration. I bave made = 
exhibit of their poverty and their great need. 
that considerate minds may have a knowleds. 
of all the circumstances which will induce tayo. 
able action in their behalf. 

The Government has done many great and 
noble aciious to promote national prosperity 
But none are greater than this which we ask. 


Ww 


che tr- 


| The Congress has donated to private corpora: 


tions for the construction of a railroad from 
Omaha to San Francisco, a distance of nine. 
teen hundred and fourteen miles, $100,000.09 
in bondsand lands. Noone will underrate the 
greatnessof thisact. We ask less than twenty 
millioa dollars to build a levee about eleven 
hundred miles, which will reclaim and preserve 
forever twenty million acres of the choicest land 
of earth, and which will remove grievous gb- 


| structions to domestic commerce and inter. 
| communication. 
| of a thoroughfare from ocean to ocean, and the 


I aver it, except in the ideg 


facilities to divert Asiatic trade to and across 
our country, the building of the levees will be 


| of more value to the nation than the construe- 
|| tion of a Pacifie railroad. 


The twenty million 
acres of alluvial bottom lauds contain more 
wealth than a strip of country two hundred 
miles in width from the Missouri river to the 
Pacific ocean. 

In the proposition under consideration you 
are shown an enterprise which will add abund- 
antly to the national wealth, and which will 
put money into the Treasury—a project which 
will keep busy the spindles of New England, 


| which will furnish a market for the coal and 
| iron of Pennsylvania, and for the cereals of 


the great Northwest, and which will supply 
freight to the common carrier, and exchanges 
It will cheapen the 
shirt upon every man’s back, and the sugar 


| that sweetens his coffee. Upon these reclaimed 
| lands a dense population will grow rich from 


honest industry, and when an occasion is pre- 
sented it will be demonstrated that in the very 
center of the continent will be found the great- 
est strength and power of the Republic. 

Mr. RITCHIE addressed the House. [His 
remarks will be published in the Appendix. | 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate was communi- 
cated to the House by Mr. Gorua,, its Sec- 
retary, announcing that the Senate, in the 


absence of the Vice President, had chosen 


Hon. Henry B. Anrnony, a Senator from the 


| State of Rhode Island, President of the Senate 
| pro tempore. 


It further announced that the Senate had 
concurred in the resolution of the House to 
print extra copies of the President’s message, 
and accompanying documents, relating to civil 
service reform. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message in writing from the President of 
the United States was communicated to the 
House by Mr. Porrer, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. BANKS. Although the order of the 


House is that no business shall be transacted 


| by the House to-day, I do not think there can 


be any objection to giving permission to have 
the message printed which has just been re- 
ceived. I understand that itis in reply to a 


| request of the House for information in regard 


to affairs in Cuba. I would desire to have this 


| message presented to the House and an order 


made for its printing, if there be no objection. 


| The House will adjourn to-day for more than 
| two weeks, and if no order be made it cannot 


go to the Public Printer until the House shall 


| divergent. The events of the last decade have |i again meet. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Moors.) || expect to do so as long as there is a human | 


on The gentleman will bear in mind that the House | being in this land who is deprived of equal | 
ae made an order that no business whatever should || rights and privileges under the law. I shall | 
a he transacted to-day ; that the session of to-day | continue to rally under it, and my voice shall | 
Sonth should be for debate, and debate only. A mes- || ever be heard in behalf of the equality of those | 
wl sage from the President or from the Senate can || who are deprived to-day of the privileges of 


good be received and go to the Speaker's table; but || American freemen. We hoisted the banner 

















heer. no motion can be made or action taken in ref- | with this republican mot‘o, and labored for || 
untry erence tu it, for it is the opinion of the Chair || the liberation of those who are not of our | 
de an that there is no authority for the House to do || own race or complexion; and we brought | 
neat go to-day. i || about results which partially crowned with | 
ledve Mr. BANKS. It is searcely in the way of i victory all our labors in the campaigns of | 
avor- pusiness to order this message to be printed. | the past when we gave not only physical but || 
Without any order being taken by the House, || political freedom to the black men of the || 
t and we wight consent that the message should be | country. “ | 
erity, rinted. ' ulin I am one of those, Mr. Speaker, who do not || 
ask. Mr. KERR, I hope there will be no objec- | propose to stop at this point. I am one of | 
pora- tion to pursuing the course suggested by the ] those who intend to keep the ball rolling as || 
from gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 3ANKS | | long as one of my race in this Government is || 
nine- vn reference to this measure. There need be || deprived of the liberties and privileges which 
0,000 no formal order made and entered upon the |} we have granted to the black man. | am one’ 
2 the Journal. , wd 2 || of those who to-day think that the friends of 
renty Mr. BANKS. If the Chair will allow the | the white men of this country, who are now 
even message to be opened, then the Printer might || deprived of the blessings of this Republic, have || 
serve take it and print it, and would pledge myself || the right to be heard on this floor, and through- | 
land to get the necessary order from the House || out the length and breadth of this land. I am 
3 ob- when it shall meet again after the holidays. _ || not unmindful of the fact that the cries of that 
uter- Mr. OAR. I think the course suggested || class of people have come to the Congress of | 
ideg would hardly be safe, for no one would know || the United States time and again in vain. I[ 
d the what might be done here, no matter what the am not unmindful of the fact thatthere are men, 
“TOSS order of the House should be. I would sug- white men, who are to-day deprived of those | 
ll be gest to my colleague that this message might || blessings which gentlemen so flippantly speak 
true- be brought before the public, if some gentie- || of in this House as belonging to ‘‘all men | 
llion man could incorporate it in his remarks to-day, || before the law.’ 
more and have it printed in the Globe. || Mr. Speaker, in unfurling the banner and || 
dred Mr. BANKS. I think it is in accordance |} striking for ‘‘the equality of all men before 
) the with custom fora Speaker pro tempore to open || the law’’ I do not mean to leave my own race | 
amessage when it comes here. degraded as they are to-day in a portion of the | 
you fhe SPEAKER pro tempore. The present || States of this Union. If that is not Repub- 
und: occupant of the chair would not feel that he || licanism, then I am not a Republican, either 
will had any authority to take any action in regard || in a partisan or in a general sense; but if it | 
hich to this message except to receive it and let it || is Republicanism, then I want the Republican | 
and, goto the Speaker’s table. ‘The order of the || party of this nation to come up to the work. | 
and House is imperative that no business whatever |} Let them in this House and in the Senate say | 
s of should be transacted by the House to-day. to the people of the United States that they | 
pply Mr. FINKELNBURG. The gentleman || will be true to their principles, and that the || 
nges from Massachusetts [Mr. Banks] will permit |} white men of this country shall be free men || 
the me to suggest that this message, as I under- || again, and be invested with all the rights and || 
ugar stand, will also go to the Senate, which is in || privileges the Constitution gives to American | 
med session for business, and which might order it || citizens. 
rom printed ; thus accomplishing substantially the | But, Mr. Speaker, I am told these men | 
pre- object which the gentleman from Massachu- || committed a great crime; that they are une | 
very setts desires. worthy of confidence, and beneath the notice | 
eat: Mr. BANKS. This message comes to the || of the American people ; and that such unmis- | 
House alone, being in answer toa House reso- || takably is the doctrine held by the Repub- || 
i. lution, and will not go to the Senate. I will, || lican party of this Union. What crime, Mr. | 
ix. ] however, withdraw my request for the pres- || Speaker, have they been guilty of? Is the || 
entand make further inquiry as to what can || crime committed by them in 1861 in rebelling 
5 be done without infringing the rules of the || against this Government any greater than that | 
unl House. I believe the decision of the Chair to |} our forefathers committed in raising the stand- || 
Sec: be perfectly proper. | ard of revolution against the mother country, | 
c wnsuce rnost rue smnars, | Roane tenn Qy American, ota 
the A ne bone ~ Senate, ty Sy fi || crime than treason by British citizens against 
hate Sts ae ‘tae || the British Government? The people of the 
; bills of the foll aot titles: ; | ; southern States to-day are guilty of no greater 
had tgp s Kapeneiet . crime, legally considered, than that of which || 
7 0 An act (H. R. No. 774) to establish post our forefathers were guilty when they rebelled 
Age, routes ; and || against the Government of England. And 
7s An act (H. R. No. 777) to establish post | against the Government of England. 
‘ivil mt I || the question with me—when we look back 
routes, eh a a _ oe ee | 
|| over that period and read the history of our || 
SPE eee Sn eest. || country with so much interest, and with our || 
: of Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, Mr. Speaker, the | bosoms heaving with sympathy for those of || 
the subject I have selected for a few remarks this || our people who were engaged in that great || 
—. morning is that of general amnesty. It is a |} revolution—is why we to-day have such feelings | 
the subject which has created no little excitement |! toward our own brethren when they, like our || 
ted and interest in the West, as well as in other || forefathers, simply raised their arms to strike || 
nen portions of the United States; and I presume || down a Government which they thought failed 
ame that there is no subject to-day in this country || to protect them? J say, why is this? Both 
aly Which is attracting so much attention as that || were alike guilty of treason under the law. Is 
oa of *‘universal amnesty.’’ I am sure that there || it because they have been guilty of a moral || 
ard is no subject that could arouse the sympathies || crime; or is it because they have been guilty || 
de in My Own breast more than that which looks || of a legal crime; or is it because they have 
der to the amelioration of the suffering condition | been guilty of both? 
on. of my own race. I am one of those, if you || Does treason necessarily involve moral tur- 
van please, who long since hoisted and marched | pitude? [hold that it does not. Moral of- 
not under the bauner that floats to the breeze ‘ihe || fenses are well defined. Legzl offenses and 
all equality of all men before the law.’ I have || crimes are also well defined. But I have yet || 


° . . i} 
rallied under that banner in years past, and I || to learn that, because aa offense is such as we || 
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term a legal offense, it necessarily follows that 
| thereby it becomes a moral offense. Were 


| earth, 


| resting upon the Government itself. 


| risen to power in 1860. 
|| other words, as going into a rebellion to secure 
| to themselves their property that they then 
| held under the laws of the States in which they 


| ern States. 


287 


the leaders of rebellion against the Govern- 
ment of the United States guilty of a moral 
offense? We do not arraign, try, or condemn 
them for such. If they were guilty of a moral 


| crime, they will have to answer for that to a 


higher tribunal than we have here on this 
If they were guilty of a legal crime, 
that crime has been long since bletted out by 
executive clemency. They stand before this 


|, Government to-day without offense, so far as 


participation in rebellion is concerned; they 


| stand as citizens of this great country; they 
| stand as freemen, and as such they should be 


recognized and regarded in the councils of 
the nation. 

If it be held that treason is necessarily a 
moral crime, then it necessarily follows that 
our forefathers were guilty of a moral crime 
in rebelling against England, and that every 
attempted revolution by any people against 
any established Government is a moral crime. 
I presume, however, that it will not be con- 
tended that rebellion necessarily is a moral 
crime, but that it is simply a legal offense 
against the Government. The question then 
is this: whether or not we should hold those 
who have been guilty of the same legal offense, 
of the same legal crimes that our forefathers 
were guilty of—no more, no less—to a stricter 
accountability than we would have our fore- 
fathers held? I think, Mr. Speaker, we should 
not. I think that we should look at the con- 
dition of that people, not only when the rebel- 
lion broke out, but for years prior thereto. I 
think we should look at that which prompted 
that people to rebel against the Government, 
I think we should take all their surroundings 
into view and see whether or not they deserve 
at our hands such treatment as they are to-day 
receiving from this Government. I am not 
here to apologize for their treason. Had the 


| Government seen fit to enforce the penalty of 


the law it would have been a responsibility 


It had 


| the right to punish for treason against the 


Government and against its laws. But it did 


| not see cause to do it; and now, having passed 


by the crime of treason, having blotted it out, 
we still withhold from a portion of that people 
the right to appear on this floor and to hold 


| office in this Government or uuder the State 


governments. 

Self-interest prompts man to do a great 
many things that he would not otherwise do. 
And in this view of the case I look at this 


| rebellion probably in a different light from 


that in which a great many others would view 
it. I look on that people as going into the 
rebellion to protect themselves as they believed 
against the aggressions of a party that had 
I look upon them, in 


lived. It was then a question of property, a 
question of dollars and cents, a question of 


| interest (that prompts all of us to act) that 


prompted that people in 1861 to take up arms 
against this Government. ‘They owned slaves; 
these slaves were worth millions of dollars. 
And not only did they own them, but they or 
their ancestors had purchased them, or a great 
portion of them, from men living in the north- 
In other words, the men who 
cried out against slavery, who waged a war 


| against slavery the strongest, owed their posi- 


tion in society to the fact that they had then 


| and there in their pockets the proceeds of 


slaves sold to that same people who rebelled 
against the Government of the United States. 
It not, we know that their ancestors did have. 

Now, then, that being the case, it does lock 
to me, Mr. Speaker, that it should induce us 
at least to louk with some degree of liberuliiy 


| upon the offense that they committed in 1561 


against the Government, If they honestly 
believed that their rights were jeopardized, if 
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they honestly believed that the party in power 
were the enemies of their interests, and that 
their slave property was in danger, they did 
nothing more than all other people who rebel 
against their Government do when they rebel, 
because they believe their interests are in 
danger. I cannot conceive, then, how it is 
that we can expect that people ever to view 
the rebellion in any other light than as being 
right in its incipiency and throughout all its 
If they believed that slavery was no 
moral crime in itself, if they believed that the 
institution of slavery was compatible with divine 
law as well as with the political laws of the 
land, if they believed it was no offense against 


stages. 


God or man to hold slaves, and if they believed | 


honestly that their slave property was in dan- 


ger, | say that their consciences never can be | 


brought to the point where they can say they 
did wrong in waging rebellion against the 
United States Government. 

I make these remarks rather in reply to 
those which are frequently made that the 
southern people should come back to the Gov- 
ernment and kneel down, as it were, at our feet 
and ask for forgiveness for the wrong that they 
have done, That, sir, involves the very ques- 
tion of their honest purpose and intention at 
the beginning of the rebellion. If they believe 
that they were right they will never come back 
and say that they committed a wrong in going 
into rebellion against the Government. The 
men who went into the rebellion and the men 
who prosecuted it with arms against the Gov- 
ernment, believing that they were right, were 
just as honest in their purposes and inter 
tions, and their consciences just as free from 


wrong and erime. as the consciences of those 


who enlisted under the banner of the Union 
right and waged the war 
Until the mind is 
conv’ ‘ted of wrong the conscience cannot have 
any reflection with reference to that which is 
held to be wrong by others. People must be 
tuught to know what wrong is before they can 
feel any The 
mun who feels that slavery was right ean never 
have any such compune ions with reference to 
the institutfon of slavery. Was slavery, then, 
right? 

Phis question can only be of importance to 
those who believe slavery wrong inthe abstract 
and without divine sanction or recognition. 
For the consideration of all such [ submit the 
following from the Bible: 

When Lot, Abraham's brother, was cap- 
tured at the battle of the Kings, in the valley 
of Siddim, i is said: 


helieving they were 


to suppress the rebellion. 


compunctions of conscience. 


“And when Abraham heard that his brother was 


taken captive, be armed his trained servants, born | 
in Lis own bouse, three hundred and eighteen, and | 


pursued them unto Dan.’’—CGenesis, chapter 14, 


verse 14 

Again, when Sarah had dealt hardly with 
Ilagar, her servant, and Hagar had left, it is 
raid that an angel of the Lord appeared and 
suid unto her: 


‘Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under | 


her hands.’’—(Genesie, chapter 16, verse 9. 


Again, we have the following as a law given 
to the Israelites: 
* Bot 


bh thy bondmen, and thy bondmaids, which 
thou shalt have, shall be of the heathen that are 
round about you, of them shall ye buy bondmen and 
bondmuids, Moreover, of the childrenof the stran- 
gers that do sojourn among you, of them shall ye 
buy, and of their families that are with you, which 
they begat in your land; and theyshall be your 
possession, And ye shall take them as an inherit- 


anee for your children after you, to inherit them | 
for a possession; they shall be your bondmen for- |! 


evor.”’—Leviticus, chapter 25, verses 44, 45, and 46. 


And upon this subject we further find that 
not only strangers could be bought and made 
slaves of, under what we call the Jewish econ- 
omy, but the Israelites themselves could be 
sold into slavery, and when thus sold they 
were compelled to serve until the jubilee next 
succeeding their enslavement; and even then, 
in certain cases, if they did not wish to leave 
their masters, holes were bored through their 
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ears and they were made slaves forever. (Ex- 
odus, chapter 26, verse 1-6.) 

In addition to that, we find in the New 
Testament Scriptures many injunctions to ser- 
vants to obey their masters, and to masters to 
be kind to their servants. And we have a 
notable instance inthe case of Paul returning 
Onesimus, an escaped slave, to his 
again. (Kpistle of Paul to Philemon.) 


Now, if there is one fact clear to my mind 


it is that the Scriptures recognize the institu- 
tion of slavery. And the only difference be- 
tween myself and many of those who are advo- 


cates of the institution is, that I never have | 


believed, I do not believe now, and I never ex- 
pect to believe, that the slavery of the Bible 
is confined to any particular race, black or 
white: I believe itis general; and the idea that 
the black people of this country were slaves 
because of a curse pronounced upon their fore- 
fathers, | never could tolerate. Now, while 
that is true, it is nevertheless the fact that the 
Old and New Testament Scriptures do recog- 


| nize the institution of slavery. 


Then, not only did the southern people have 
the custom of their forefathers, not only did 
they have the fact that every State in this 
Union at one time, save one, tolerated 
slavery before them, but they had the sanc- 
tion of divine Writ for the institution they 
then held and had in their midst. 

Now, I hold that slavery, having the sanc- 
tion not only of divine but of political law, it 
Was a question with that people to determine 
whether their rights were jeopardized ; and, 
relying upon that great Jaw of self-defense and 
the right of revolution that all peop!e adhere 
to, it was for them to determine when they 
should exercise it. This they did, honestly, 
as I believe ; but, as I also believe, without 
just cause. Their bravery, and the sacritices 
they made, attest their honesty and sincerity. 
Should not these facts mitigate their offense 
and soften our feelings toward them ? 

It is said by some that they cannot sit in the 
councils of the nation with such great rebels 
and traitors as Jefferson Davis, Breckinridge, 
Toombs, and others. I cannot seeupon what 
this is founded. It looks to me more like a 


matter of prejudice and passion than anything | 


else. I cannot see how we can make a law 
admitting into this House those who have been 
guilty of treason against the Government, and 
refuse admittance to Jefferson Davis, Breck- 
inridge, Toombs, and others. I cannot see by 
what process of reasoning or logic sucha con- 
clusion can be reached, or upon what it is 
based. If one is guilty of treason so are the 
others, and yet such men are admitted to this 
floor by the dozen. This shows that it cannot be 
a question of principle, but of prejudice, that 
prompts to such a course. 

| well remember the great respect and re- 
gard entertained for Robert E. Lee at the close 
of the rebellion by the Union element of the 
country, and even by the soldiers who had 
fought under the Union flag. I well know 
how, even to this day, they as it were cherish 
the memory of Stonewall Jackson. Yet, while 
Robert E. Lee, with his artillery and machinery 
of war, destroyed the lives of hundreds and 
thousands ofour Union soldiers, Jefferson Davis 


| was sitting as a civil officer at the head of his 


government, and never, perhaps, destroyed the 
life of one. So with Stonewall Jackson—a 


/ man than whom the soldiers and officers of our 


Army would rather have met any other. Yet 
these men can be respected and appreciated 
while Davis, Breckinridge, Toombs, and others 
are derided and denounced because they hap- 


| pened to hold civil positions in the rebel gov- 
| ernment. 


Who was the more dangerous to the rebel- 
lion, Lincoln as civil magistrate, or Grant as 
the commander of the Union Army? 

If we look at the enormity of the crime, if 
we look at the offense that was committed, if 
we look at the injury done to our people and 
our Government, if we loak at the great ex- 


master | 
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T as 
| pense entailed upon our Government and th 

destruction to our soldiery by Robert E. a 
‘| and those who fought under him, it appears 
| tome his crime, ascompared with that of Jeffer. 

son Davis, Breckinridge, and Toombs is ay 
mountain toamole hill. Yet those who an 
in arms against the Government and doing a 
the greatest injury we can take to our embrace 
and surround with our sympathies, while we 
repulse and drive from our presence those who 
| were the civil functionaries of the confederate 
|} government. I cannot see any reason for this 
distinction and discrimination ; and it is to be 
hoped that parties here will unite before the 
close of the session and pass a bill wiping ont 
all distinction on account of the rebellion, and 
making ‘* all men equal before the law.’’ They 
| Mr. Speaker, we shall have a republican Gov. 
ernment in form, and the grand mission of 
those who have enlisted under the banner of 
‘freedom and the equality of all men before 
the law’’ will have been consummated. 

Mr. PARKER, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I had not expected to say anything upon this 
occasion; but I am not satisfied that the senti. 
ments which have fallen from my colleague 
[Mr. Bratz] shall go to the House and the 
country as areflection of the views of any class 
of people in the State I have the honor in part 
to represent. I do not believe, Mr. Speaker, 
that in the great State of Missouri—a State 
that was torn to tatters by the rebellion, g 
State which has required the efforts of an ener 
getic and determined people to place it again 
on the road to peace and prosperity—I do not 
believe there is in that State to-day more than 
one man who would be willing to avow uponthe 
floor of the American Congress sentiments such 
as have fallen from my colleague to day, and 
I believe that one man is the distinguished 
gentleman who has just addressed you. You 
cannot go to either the Democratic or Repub- 
lican party of that State to-day and find any 
man who is willing to stand before the country 
and the world and justify the enormity, the 
crime, the degradation and wickedness con- 
nected with the system of American slavery 
as it existed before the war. Yet we find the 
_ gentleman here to-day going back even to Holy 
Writ for the purpose of justifying the system 
of slavery which existed here. 

Why, I thought that the party with whom 
he has lately commenced to act were asking 
us on this side of the House that we should 
forget all these things. We have tried to for- 
get them. We are forgefting them, except- 
ing the lingering remains of crime, which are 
| the legitimate outgrowth of that institution of 
| slavery. There is no other man in this House. 
| whether he sits on that side or this, who would 
think for a moment of justifying human slavery 
as it was in America, justifying an institution 
which was anomalous as connected with a 
Government which proclaimed itself to be a 
Government instituted for the protection of 
the rights of all men—a Government founded 
upon that immortal principle which declared 
all men were free and equal. Why, both 
political parties in this country, as | under- 
| stand it, are willing to acknowledge, they 
are daily acknowledging, that slavery was 
a crime, that it was a great wickedness, that 
it did so warp and degenerate and draw aside 
| from the path of duty the minds of ihe south- 
ern people as to place them in direct hostil- 
ity to our Government. They «all concede 
that, and the gentleman is the first member 
of this House who has been willing to put 
himself upon the record as justifying that 
institution of slavery ; or, to put it as mildly 
as possible, of apologizing for it. ‘ 

But, Mr. Speaker, it is not this sentiment 
which is most obnoxious to the people of my 
State, though it grated so harshly on the ears of 
|| the members of this House when it was uttered 
|| by the gentleman. He asks the quest on, was 
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Government of Great Britain? I want it dis- 
snctly understood, that although we had one 
third of our population in the State of Mis- 
-ouri in armed hostility to the Government of 
‘he United States during the rebellion, I do 
onl believe to-day in. that State there is any 
man who will put himself on the record as 
taking @ position of this kind. I cannot ex- 
oiain my friend’s position in any other way 
‘han by attributing it to the enthusiasm of a 
ew convert. I do not understand there is 
any gentleman on the other side of the House 
who would maintain that rebellion against the 
Government of the United States was no crime. 
rhe gentleman does not seem to be willing to 
out himself in that position by declaring that 
it was no greater crime than that of our fore- 
fathers against the Government of Great Brit- 
sin; but he asks the question, thereby evidently 
intending to convey the idea that one was no 
greater crime than the other. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us see how that was. 
Weall know that in 1861, when rebellion burst 
on this land, when the people of the South 
were dragooned into it—because I am willing 
to concede, and I have believed all the time, 
‘hat the masses of the southern people were 
ed into this unholy and wicked strife for the 
overthrow of the Government by their lead- 
ers—immediately before Sumter was fired upon 
ou the 14th of April, 1861, every department of 
this Government was in the possession of the 





southern people or of the party which had been || gentleman for that purpose. 


the champion of their cause. Allthe prominent 
ofices of the Government were held by men 
from that section of the country. They had 
every department in their possession. 


any other section of the country. Then, did 
take to tear down the Government and build up 
in its stead a great slave empire where slavery 
would be the rule and freedom the exception? 

Well, what other rights of theirs were in- 
vaded? The gentleman said their slave prop- 
erty was in Canger. If there was any agitation 
which grew up in this country and which sought 


who began it? 


been settled entirely by what was called the 
Missouri compromise. Who sought to violate 
that compromise, and to drag slavery before 
the nation once more? Who opened up that 
controversy and sought to violate that compro- 


| 
| 
| 


reason was there upon that ground for this re- 
bellion? There was no reason anywhere for 
it. There was no reason that can be given 
that was a true one, except that which has been 
given so many times before to the country— 


| the desire upon the part of a few men in the 


southern States who sought to build up a slave 


||} empire; men who hated freedom and who loved 











This question was understood | 


mise in order that other Territories might be | 
brought into the Union as States, which, in the || 
language of another, ‘‘ should be compelled to | 


submit to the hateful embraces of slavery?’’ It 
was the party which had its seat and center in 
the southern part of the United States. The 


slavery question was practically settled by that | 


compromise line. It was taken from Congress, 
and it was taken, as an agitating cause of 
trouble, from before the country. Yet it was 
reopened ; legislation was commenced upon 
it again and by this very party. 

Well, it might be said that in consequence 
ofa party that was unfriendly to slavery elect- 
inga President of the United States that in- 
slitution was rendered insecure. I want to 
ask the question whether or not that President 
did not in every declaration that fell from his 


lips pledge himself to protect slavery under the | 


laws of the country? 


{ want to ask the ques- | 


bondage ; men who desired a government where 


aristocracy and caste should rule; men who, 


| when they found they could not control the 


American Government to such an extent as 
to subvert it from the design of its original 
founders, sought to build up a government that 
should have in it an element of aristocracy, 
which should recognize the rights of the few, 
und leave unrecognized and unprotected and 
uncared for therights of the many. That was 
the reason of this rebellion. 

The fact that the southern people, or most 
of them, were made to believe that slavery was 
endangered, was only one of the means that 
was resorted to by those men who sought to 
‘* fire the southern heart’’ and to precipitate 
the cotton States into rebellion. Then, what 


inality of this rebellion against the Government 
of the United States and that of oar forefathers 
against Great Britain? 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
ask the gentleman a question. 
Mr. PARKER, of Missouri. 


I would like to 
I yield to the 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


I remarked that 


|| the offense of those who rebelled against the 
|| Government of England was that they had 
They || 
had enjoyed the patronage of the Government || 
from the time of its formation to the time they | 
rebelled to a greater extent than the people of || 


violated the laws of the land, and that the 
people of the South had done nothing more, 
and that both were guilty of treason, and that 
those who rebelled against this Government, 


|| 80 far as crime was concerned, could not be 
ihey have any mght on that ground to under- 
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any more guilty than our forefathers were. If | 
the gentleman can make a distinction or a || 
| difference there | would like him to do it, 


Mr. PARKER, of Missouri. I can see very 
little distinction between the position assumed 
by the gentleman in the first instance and 
that assumed by him now. There is a differ- 


| ence, however, between the cases he has men- 
to endanger their slave property, pray tell me || 


tioned. Everybody recognizes, the world over, 


| that there is an inherent right existing in 
in the political history of the country to bave | 


mankind to overturn established order as a 


| dernier ressort for the protection of human 


life and human liberty and human property 
But in this case we had a Government that 
guarantied, theoretically and practically, pro- 
tection to all these elements of human happi- 
ness; in the other case we had a Govern- 
ment that sought to degrade and debase life 
and liberty on this continent. In one case we 
had a Government controlled by the very men 


| who hfted the wicked and impious hand of 


| people secured and protected in every ri 


treason against the flag of our country; in 
the other case we had a people whose inter- 
ests were controlled three thousand miles 
across the briny deep. In one case we had a 
gbt 


| that they were entitled to under any system of 


tion whether or not that President, after he was || 


installed in office, did not in one instance 
return to slavery men who were seeking free- 
dom? I want to ask the question whether or 
not the position was not taken by that Pres- 
ident in his inaugural message that this insti- 
tution was to be as safe as it could be made 
under the laws of this country? I want to ask 
the question whether or not the American Con- 
gress did not pledge itself to protect slavery 
in the States where it existed? Then, what 


42p Cone. 2p Sass.—No. 19. 


government; in the other case we had men 
who were entitled to rights that were not pro- 
tected by the Government. The simple differ- 
ence and the simple distinction between the 


| two cases is that our forefathers had a just 
| cause tothrow off the yoke of English tyranny, 
and those who rebelled against 


the Govern- 
ment of the United States did it without a 
shade of a shadow of a cause. Our foreiathers 
struck for God and liberty ; those who rebelied 
against our Government struck for despotism 
and slavery. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. In your opinion. 

Mr. PARKER, of Missouri. Well, does 
the gentleman think that they had a cause? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Iam not passing 
judgment upon that. My argument is drawn 
from the conscience of those who were engaged 
in the rebellion. I did not involve myself in 


| 





for years, but I was treating it from the stand- 
point of those who were engaged in the rebel 
lion, who had held the institution fora century 
or more, and | say that that people, so longas 
they believed that slavery was right, could have 
ho conscientious scruples, or believe they were 
guilty ot crime. 

Mr. PARKER, of Missouri, 


answer my question, 


That does not 
Atter I had assumed a 
position here, my colleague said, ‘‘ That is so, 
in your opinion.’’ Weill, that is so, in my 
opinion, and | hope to Heaven that it wili 
always remain so. Now, I want the gentleman 
to be equally fair with me, and to give the 


House his opinion as to whether he thought 


it right or wrong. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Slavery right? 

Me. PARKER, of Missouri. The rebellion. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The rebellion; 
no, sir. I never believed it was right. 

Mr. PARKER, of Missouri. That answers 
my question. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. But then I am 
not the judge of their conduct. They are to 


| be held responsible for their own conscientious 
becomes of the a as to the relative crim- || 


views On that subject, and not mine. And so 
it was with our mother country, England. 


| She regarded our forefathers in the same light 


that you to-day regard the rebels in the South. 


| They looked on them as traitors, as rebelling 
| against one of the best Governments on earth. 
| They used the same arguments that you use 


to-day. 
Mr. 


PARKER, of Missouri. The gentle- 


| man auswers my question at last, and says he 


| does not believe the rebellion was right. 


lam 


| very sorry to see my colleague put himself in 


the position of becoming an apologist in this 
House for that which he believes was wrong. 
here is a distinctive difference between right 
and wrong, and whenever a gentleman is sat- 
isfied that a matter is wrong he ought never 
to justify it or to become its apologist. 


Mr. BLAIR, ot Missouri. Will the gentle- 


|| man say in what sense | am the apologist of 


the rebellion? 
Mr. PARKER, of Missouri. 
very indulgent to my colleague. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, I hope the gen- 


I have been 


| tleman will not make statements unless he gives 


me the opportunity of asking questions by way 
of explanation, at least. 


Mr. PARKER, of Missouri. I will answer 


| the gentleman by quoting on him the remark 


able speech that just fell from bis lips, and if 
that was not an apology and not an effort upon 
his part to justify this crime against the Gov 
ernment then I fail to understand the meaning 
of the English language. Why, even our col- 
leagues upon this floor, the honorable geuile- 
men who have been admitted here, who were 
disfranchised under the laws of the country, 
and who are now entitled to sit bere with us, 
and who are our peers here, are not found jus 
tifying this rebellion by any means. ‘They are 
not doing it. No man upon this floor does it, 
except as it has been done by the gentleman 
here to-day. And the time has come, I think, 
in this country, if we desire peace and harmon 

and prosperity throughout the whole extent of 
this broad domain, when gentlemen should not 
only cease to j istify the rebellion, but should 
commence to denounce it as a crime, and ne! 
only as a crime of ordinary extent, but one 
that was extremely wicked, one that caused 
the destruction of hundreds of thousands of 
the bravest and best men in the land, one tha! 
destroyed millions of property, one that still 
leaves its scars apon the instituiions of this 
country, one that came nigh tearing from 
beneath this noble governmental fabric of 
ours the very foundations upon which it rests. 
And | want to say here that as the gentle- 
man has become suspicious of the Republican 
party, the party he has been acting with in 
the past, the party he claims that he fought on 
the side of during the war, I want to say here 


it, for it is known that [have been anti-slavery |! that so far as that party is concerned, although 
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: 
we may occasionally hear the charge hurled at | both alike can go to the polls and vote. Is 
it that it is illiberal and prescriptive and tyran- || there no charity, no kindness in that? 


nicel and all that sort of thing, there is not 
a party whose acts have been recorded upon 
the pages of the world’s history that has deeds 
of charity and forgiveness and kindness writ- 
ten upon its record in such burning letters of 
light as the Republican party of this nation 
has. It 
forgiveness. Tell me, Mr. Speaker, a govern- 
ment under the sun which, after men had re- 
belled without cause, without a decent pre- 
text, without any justification in the world, 
and after they had caused ruin and destruction 
and devastation such as was witnessed upon 
every hand at the close of this warin 1865— 
tell me of a government that would have dealt 
80 lightly with the leaders of that rebellion as 


the Government of the United States, under | 


the controlot the Republican party, has done. 

Almost every demand that has been made 
by those men who were in the rebellion has 
been complied with by this party. They came 
up here after the war, asking that they should 
be recognized The Republican party said 
there was one condition-precedent, which was 
that we must have guarantees that they would 
no more lift the hand of revolt against the 
Government. The Republican party said to 
them, ‘‘ You must insure protection to life, lib- 
erty, and property to every citizen in your 
section of the country, from the highest to the 
lowest.’’ When those things were guarantied, 
those States were admitted to representation 
in this House and in the Senate. When that 
was done it was believed that time 
heal the harshness that had been left by the 
rebellion. 

But what do we witness to-day? An attempt 
is being made in some localities of the very 
region of country that was in revolt against 
the Government to do what? To protect life, 
liberty, and property? 
out of existence men whose only crimes seem 
to be that they are black, and are loyal to the 
Government. This question can no longer be 
one of controversy. 
in the courts of the country, where facts have 
been developed that ought to cause the cheek 
of every honest man to blush for shame that 
such infamous conduct should be practiced 
under a Government pledged to the protection 
of the life, liberty, and property of the citizen. 

The fact that there are men banded together 
for the purpose of destroying the rights of 
others in the southern States, because they do 
not agree with them in political sentiments, 
is no longer a mooted question. The wonder- 
ful and astonishing thing is that an attempt 
should be made to justify such conduct. Who- 
ever heard of an attempt to justify murder 
because the victim may be said to have com- 
mitted some crime? Why should these name- 
less crimes in the southern States be excused 
in the manner in which it is done here? 

We hear a great deal about the necessity of 
general amnesty. Sir, this House at it last 
session passed a bill, for which I together 
with a great majority of the Republicans in 
this House voted, and which went over to the 
other House, from whose provisions are ex- 
cluded only about one thousand men in all the 
United States. A stranger in this land, unac- 
guainted with the rights which all citizens en- 
Joy under the laws of the United States and 
of the several States, would understand from 
the remarks of my colleague [Mr. Buarr] that 
men were terribly oppressed here; that in 
some sections of the country they were deprived 
of their rights as citizens. There is nota State 
in this Union, except perhaps there may be 
one, where any man is distranchised, where 
every man has not the right to vote, unless he 
is @ criminal and disfranchised by the judg- 
ment ofa court. They all have equal rights 

in that respect. The man who bared his bosom 
in the cause of his country, together with the 
man who raised his arm against that country, 


is a panty of charity and a party of 


The matter has come up | 


would |} 


No, sir; but to crush |! 











And let me tell the gentleman that that was 
not granted by this Government because the 
loyal people of these States did not believe 
that rebillioe was accrime. No, sir; it was 
simply granted as an act of charity, and in the 


hope that those who received that charity | 


would be able to appreciate that act of gen- 
erosity and kindness, and would be willing in 
the future to stand side by side with every 
good citizen for the protection and security of 
the Government of the whole country. ‘That 
is why that right was granted to them, notwith- 
standing the great crime they had committed. 

Now, who are those who are not included in 
the provisions of the bill of amnesty passed 
by the House at its last session? They arethe 
men who brought ruin upon the southern States 
and desolated them ; the men who caused them 
to be laid waste, who caused the residence of 
the planter to be lighted up with the torch of 
the incendiary, who caused the lurid light of 
war to glimmer upon every mountain-top, on 
every hill-side, in every valley in the southern 
States. They are the men who, in 1861, stood 
up in the Senate Chamber, and, as they pre- 
pared to leave the Hall, said they would have 
a Government to suit their selfish purposes, 
and, holding up their white handkerchiefs, 
boasted that their efforts to do so would not 
cause blood enough to flow to stain them. 
Those are the men who to-day, through the 
mouth of the gentleman here, are asking that 
we should deal liberally with them. 

Sir, the Republican party of this country 
has no feeling of unkindness for the people of 
the South. The Republican party knows no 
section, neither North nor South, neither East 
nor West. It is the only truly national party 
that has ever existed in the history of this Gov- 
ernment. Its advocates, and those who believe 
in its principles, can be found among the ever- 
glades of Florida as well as amid the snow- 
capped regions of Alaska; they are every- 
where. The Republican party is national in 
its character. It has no feeling of unkind- 
ness toward the people of the South who were 
drawn by their leaders into rebellion. Every 
step they have taken to bind up the bleeding 
wounds of this nation and to heal the differ- 
ences of the past has been characterized by 
kindness, and forbearance, and forgiveness. 

I know we hear it said that the Congress of 
the nation has been guilty of harsh legislation ; 
but I ask, has Congress, in its efforts to heal 
divisions and cement the people more closely 


| together, ever passed a law that was not 


intended for the protection of the innocent 
against the efforts of the guilty to deprive 
them of their rights? Then why should men, 
if they are guiltless, if they have not imbrued 
their hands in the innocent blood of those men 
who were lately emancipated, characterize our 
conduct as a party by those harsh and oppro- 
brious terms which they are constantly hurl- 
ing againstus? I can say to gentlemen upon 
the other side that the Republican party of this 
country will go as far as themselves toward 
enfranchisement or anything else, if you can 
satisfy them that the country is perfectly secure 
and that by such a measure the harmony and 
ey, of the nation are to be promoted. 
at it does not look well for gentlemen to stand 
up in the House of Representatives of the 
United States and plead for a man who buta 
few short months ago proclaimed to the south- 
ern people, who were becoming quiet and peace- 
able once more, that their cause—‘‘ the lost 
cause,’’ the cause of treason, the cause of 
those who sought to tear down the Govern- 
ment—was not dead, but only sleeping. 

I do not believe the time has quite come yet 
that a man of that kind should be permitted 
to stand side by side as the peer of CHaRLes 
Sumyer in the American Senate. I do not 
believe, for one, that the time has Nog come 
for any such thing as that; but I will go as far 
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as any one toward giving enfranchisement an; 
all the rights men can enjoy under this Goy. 
ernment to the masses of the people of th, 
southern States, to the men who are Willing to 
recognize the fact that we are living under g 
new order of things; that a new erahas dawned 
on the country, an era where liberty is the ry), 
and despotism and slavery the exceptions, 
And, Mr. Speaker, let me say to my friend; 
on the other side of the Chamber that it Seems 
to me, when they are advocating the rights 
of the South, when they are advocating the 
claims of the southern people, there are many 
things which they are neglecting here—po; 
intentionally, of course. There is a work of 
reconstruction which can go on yet, and which 
can bring about peace and harmony toa greater 
is, for them to seek to develop the resources of 
the fertile country they may have the honor ty 
represent. There is some disposition in some 
localities of the country to keep out capita! 
and enterprise, because they may happen to 
come from some other section. This is surely 
wrong. This work of reconstruction will be 
only fully consummated, will be only fully 
carried out, entire peace, security, and happi 


| ness will only reign, when commerce shal! 


carry its good work into those States, and when 
capital and enterprise from all sections of the 
country shall be invited among them. Itseems 
to me this is the most practical work that gen. 
tlemen from that section of the country could 
devote themselves to. 

And let me say, Mr. Speaker, that the Re. 
publican party does not believe that the rebe! 
lion was notacrime. It has sought to brand 
itasacrime. Ithas sought toplace its infamy 
where it can be read by him who runs. At 
the same time it is willing to go as far as the 
safety and security of the country and the 
prosperity and happiness of the people will 
warrant it, in granting amnesty to these lead. 
ers. It is now only the leaders who are ex- 
cepted, not the masses of the people who were 
dragooned into this thing. We know that 
hundreds and thousands of them were not 
conscious of what they were doing. The Re. 
publican party has recognized that. All their 
misconduct has been obliterated, in a legal 
point of view at least. It is only the leaders, 
the men who persuaded them into it, and soon 
there will only be a few, comparatively speak 
ing, of those who remain. think we have 
gone as far for the peace of the country in 
that direction as we ought to go at this time. 

No man asks these men, the Republican 
party has not asked them, to get down on their 
knees and ask forgiveness. The gentleman is 
mistaken ifhe thinks the party with which he has 
heretofore acted has ever asked at the hands 
of these men any such thing; but it is asked. 
it is demanded at their hands, that they sha! 
assist in guarantying the rights of all men, 
no matter who they may be. Until they show 
a willingness and disposition to do that, until 
they show a willingness and disposition to 
recognize the rights of colored men in those 
States, as well as the rights of white men, | 
think the Congress of the United States ought 
to deny to these men equal rights in this Govern: 
ment. I believe that to be the sentiment of 
the people in my State. I do not believe the 
people of the great State of Missouri to-day 
would vote for any such measure as the gentle: 
man has proposed. I do not believe that it !s 
any reflection of their sentiments when gentle 
men on this floor claim that the Republican 
party, being the dominant party of the nation, 
is cruel, unjust, illiberal,and proscriptive, when 
it fails to recognize the fact that Jefferson 
Davis, and Toombs, and Stephens, and al! 
these men, are entitled to the rights of all other 
citizens. There ought to be some distinction 
somewhere. 

Gentlemen say we admire these men who 
fought against the Government. We may at- 
mire their courage, but we hate their crime, 


1871 


———_ 


and tha 
ter ; ant 
there 1s 
while th 
man, I 
people 
attempt 
mon co’ 
It is 
fact tha 
conside 
cloud w 
are a fe 
whose ! 
party @ 
the lan 
guaran 
erty to | 
men W! 
hatred, 
intense 
before. 
I yie 
[ Mr. E 
Mr. 
urpos 
ouse 
to the 
addres 
the pr 
to be : 
dinary 
Repre 
it shot 
whom 
Mr. 
ment. 
phrase 
carrie 
lect tk 
are th 
its na! 
is fror 
if per 
turpit 
the m 
togetl 
Mr. 
perm 
Mr 
Mr 
autho 
perju 
Mr 
guish 
whicl 
the 1: 
Mr 
Mr 
ent fe 
the t 
in re 
may 
ancie 
read 
am | 
asset 
has i 
days 
page 
this | 
that 
of a 
gian 
and 
the « 
him, 
his | 
he o 
loso 
M 
agai 
M 
M 
my 
into 
try | 
M 


frie 








2) 


——— 


’ 


nt and 
3 Goy. 
of the 
ling to 
nder a 
awned 
1€ rule 
ns, 

riends 
8ems 
rights 


1g the 
Many 
——not 
rk of 
which 
reater 
d that 
‘ces of 
nor to 
SOme 
‘aDpital 
9€nN to 
surely 
rill be 

fully 
happi 

shal! 
| when 
of the 
seems 
Lt gen 
could 


Le Re 
rebel 
brand 
nfamy 
3. «At 
as the 
id the 
le will 
» lead- 
Te ex- 
) were 
W that 
B not 
1e Re 
| their 
legal 
aders, 
1 soon 
speak 
have 
try in 
time, 
blican 
1 their 
nan is 
he has 
hands 
isked. 
r shall 
men, 
show 
until 
‘on to 
those 
ren, | 
ought 
yvern 
ent of 
ve the 
o-day 
entle 
t it ig 
entle 
lican 
ation, 
when 
‘erson 
id all 
other 
rection 


. who 
y ad- 
rime, 


1871. 


and that is about the view we take of this mat- 
ter; and, speaking as liberally as we can while 
there is patriotism existing in the country, 
while there is love of country in the breast of 
man, 1 hope there will be a majority of the 
people of the whole land who will hate any 
attempt to subvert the Government of our com- 
on country. 

Oe a an well gentlemen should recognize the 
fact that there are other things to be taken into 
consideration besides emancipation from this 
cloud which hangs over Jefferson Davis. There 
are a few humble peoplein the southern States 
whose rights are as sacred to the Republican 
party as the rights of the most powerful in 
the land, and I think we ought to be able to 
guaranty protection for life, liberty, and prop- 
erty to those people before we grant amnesty to 
men who are still striving to fan the flames of 
hatred, and to cause them to burn with more 
intense heat against these people than ever 
before. 

I vield now for five minutes to my colleague, 
(Mr. BurRDETT. | 

Mr. BURDETT. Mr. Speaker, I had no 

urpose whatever of asking the attention of the 

ouse to-day until accidentally [ wasa listener 
to the speech of my colleague [ Mr. BLair]} who 
addressed the House a short time ago. But 
the propositions of that speech seemed to me 
to be so unusual and its purport so extraor- 
dinary, that I thought justice demanded of every 
Representative of Missouri upon this floor that 
it should be repudiated on behalf of the people 
whom they represent. 

Mr. Speaker, a new Daniel has come to judg- 
ment. We are informed here to-day in set 
phrase, and as a legal proposition, that treason 
carries with it no moral turpitude. If I recol- 
lect the teachings of the sages of the law, they 
are that the essence of treason is perjury; that 
itsname means falsehood; that its derivation 
is from a word which means treachery. And 
if perjury and treachery carry with them no 
turpitude, then I bid my colleague reconstruct 
the mother tongue which we learned to lisp 
together. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Will my colleague 
permit me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. BURDETT. Certainly. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I ask him what 
author, in giving a definition of treason, makes 
perjury a part of it? 

Mr. BURDETT. I will refer my distin- 
guished colleague to almost any text-book 
which is held in respect among the lawyers of 
the land. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 

Mr. BURDETT. 
ent for a name. 
the theory, now that heis reminded of it; and 
in reply to his demand for a name, I think I 
may refer him, with some confidence, to that 
ancient sage called Blackstone. I have not 
read his pages for many a year, but I think [ 
am not mistaken ia stating that one of the 
assertions he makes asa teacher is that treason 
has its essence in perjury. And, although the 
days have long gone past since I conned his 
pages over, I seem to recollect that he gives 
this instance, or rather this illustration of it: 
that all who are adautted into the citizenship 
of a nation are required to make oath of alle- 
glance ; that treason is a violation of that oath, 
and that every native-born citizen is born with 
the obligation of an oath of fealty resting upon 
him, and that that obligation continues from 
his birth to his grave. If he did not say that, 
he ought to have said it, for that is the phi- 
losophy of the law. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Will my colleague 
again permit me to ask him a question? 

Mr. BURDETT. Certainly. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I wish to ask 
my colleague whether or not perjury is taken 
into account in the Constitution of our coun- 
try in the definition of treason? 

Mr. BURDETT. I do not know how my 
friend reads the Constitution of my country; 


Name one. 
My colleague is persist- 


He does not seem to question | 














| as itis wide enough for my colleague. 


but I read it in the light of the common law, 
the common teacher of us all, and reading it 
in that light. 1 have no difficulty in finding 
perjury in treason to our Constitution. ’ 

Now, Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my con- 
stituents, | have also risen to protest against 
the ignominy and the shame of attempting upon 
this floor to gild the treason of 1861 by any 
reference to the great names and the great 
fame and the great patriotism of 1776. | 
will cast no such shadow over the glories of 
the past. And on behalf of another class of 
our common constituency, who read the book 
from which my colleague so flippantly quoted, 
I will say that the Christian men and women 
of Missouri have learned the newer and the 
better way. They find within its goodly 
pages that justice and humanity and love are 
God’s law; and they repudiate the barkings 
of those false dogs of the pulpit, who, before 
the war, and that they might serve a cause, 
did wrest the Scriptures to make God the 
chief of the taskmasters. On behalf of the 


| Christian people of Missouri, I say they will 
| have none of that doctrine at this late day. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Will my col- 
league permit me to ask him another ques- 
tion ? want to know if he places himself on 


the platform of Wendell Phillips, for an anti 
slavery Bible and an anti-slavery God? 

Mr. BURDETT. Mr. Speaker, the plat- 
form of the Scriptures is wide enough for me, 
Mr. 
Wendell Phillips shall make his own com- 
mentaries. But I will say to my colleague 


| that if he could but once instruct the world 


into the belief that God was the taskmaster 
of his people, there would be many more 
Wendell Phillipses than there are. 

The exigencies of a pretentious liberalism 
may seem to my colleague to call for that pro- 
bationary warmth of confession which has led 


| him not only to palliate the wrongs and to 
| gild the purposes of the rebellion, but 


to 
sanctify by appeal to Holy Writthe institution 
of American slavery which he himself parades 


will for all time justify the withholding of am- 


| nesty if by its gift we are to be compelled to 


assent to the grounds upon which he argues its 
propriety, for if my ear has not deceived me 
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| as the sacred thing for which blood was shed; | 
| but [ may assure him that adecent self-respect 


the summary of his position is that the moving | 


cause of the rebellion was defense of a Heaven- 
born institution, its conduct without the taint 
of moral wrong, and its actors entitled to that 
civic deification which in the forum of the 
world’s conscience has, with one consent, been 
accorded to the patriots of the Revolution. By 
what effort of restraint upon utterance my col- 
league refrained from giving tongue to the 
necessary corrolary of this position, and de- 
manding ample apology for unlawful obstruc- 
tion of virtuous purpose as well as the form 
of amnesty, is past all comprehension. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I did notrise to debate the 


| question of amnesty. I desired only at the mo- 
| ment ofthese utterances to perform the perhaps 


unnecessary task of assuring the House and 
the country that we of Missouri are more than 
content to permit the rebellion and its mem- 
ories an undisturbed repose, and that my col- 
league will there be permitted to pursue alone 
the task of its attempted deification. 

Mr. BIRD. I movethat the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
(at two o’clock and thirty-six minutes p. m.) 
the House adjourned until twelve o’clock noon 
of Monday, linens 8, 1872. 


PETITION. 


The following petition was presented under 
the rule, and referred to the appropriate com 
mittee : 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: The petition of J. 
W. Curry, mail contractor, for pay due him for 
services performed in 1861. 


| mittees, varying from fifty 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 8, 1872. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. Fr. New 
wan, D. D. 
rhe Journal of the proceedings of Thursday, 


1871, was read and approved. 
PRESIDENT resumed the 





The 


chair. 


VICE 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. SCHURZ. 
personal statement. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Missouri asks the consent of the Senate to make 
a personal statement. Is there objection? The 
The Senator will proceed. 
Mr. SCHURZ. Mr. President, this is the 
first opportunity I have had to take notice of 
a series of statements concerning myself, made 
some time during the Christmas vacation, in 
the New York Times newspaper, and reprinted 
in many other journals of the United States, 
upon which I desire to make a few remarks. 
Before doing so, I ask the Secretary to read 


Mr. President, I rise toa 


| the article which I now send to him. 


The Chief Clerk read as follows from the 
New York Times of December 28, 1871: 


** Senator Schurz.—We have already called atten- 
tion to one curious feature in the opposition now 
arrayed against the Administration. It is that 
while the leaders of the opposition demand the great- 


|} est license for themselves and exercise the right of 


aspersing character to any extent, they howl! with 
rage when their own conduct is passed under review. 
-hey must be sacred from criticism. The moment 
you speakof them they turn round withan aggrieved 
air and say, ‘Are we to be abused because we con- 
demn the Administration?’ They are always acting 
the parts of injured innocents. They stick them- 
selves on a pedestal, and claim the privilege of fling 
ing mud at anybody who happens to offend them; 
but you must not even cast a disrespectful glance at 
theminreturn. Senator ScuurzZ, tor instance, has 
not hesitated to invent the most outrageous calum- 
nies against President Grant. He has accused him, 
by mean insinuation, of keeping up the general 
order system of New York for his own profit. He 
has insulted the people by intimating that the Presi- 
dent is shamefully corrupt. What right has a man 
who dealsin slanders of this kind to claim immunity 
from criticism? Whoishethat he should be pro- 
tected from those comments which his reckless career 
naturally provokes ? 

‘*We believe that Senator Scnurz has no claim 
whatever to public confidence or public respect. 
Let us go briefly over the chief incidents of his life, 
and seeif he will stand the test which he invites. 
He came to America an involuntary emigrant from 
his native Germany in 1852. He was naturalized as 
a citizen in 1857, at the age of twenty-seven. Two 
years later he was a candidate before the Repub- 
lican conventionof Wisconsin for Governor, but failed 
of a nomination, and was tendered the nomination 
of Lieutenant Governor. This offer, highly compli- 
mentary to one so young in years and citizenship, 
he spurned contemptuously, and refused to support 
the ticket nominated by the convention. In the 
presidential campaign of 1860, having already ac- 
quired some reputation as astump orator, he entered 
intoacontract withthenational Republican commit 
tee to canvass the country wherever he might be sent, 
at a stipulated price, perhaps $250 per week and his 
expenses. Underthatcontract he was assigned toduty 
in some of the western States. When be reached hia 
field of labor, however, he struck for higher wages, 
and refused to make any speeches unless he was paid 
an additional sum for each speech by the local com 
mittees. Further sums were paid him by such com- 
to one hundred dollars 
for each speech. In this manner he realized a very 
handsome sum from his labors in the canvass. 

**But he did not deem himself fully paid, for on 
Mr. Lincoln’s inauguration he came at onee to Wash 
ington and demanded additional compensation in 
the position of minister tosome foreign court. By 
his persistent efforts he succeeded in procuring the 
appointment of minister to Spain, where heremained 
but little more than a year. He constantly repre- 
sented to Mr. Lincoln that he had supreme control 


| of the German vote of the country, and any refusal 


to comply with his demands would be promptly re- 
sented by that class of voters. 

**In 1862 Mr. Scuvurz resigned the Spanish mission 
and returned to Washington, where he again ap- 
plied to Mr. Lincoln, this time for a major general’s 
commissioninthearmy. This Mr. Lincoln declined, 
because of the number of men then in service who 
had earned promotion in the field. He then gave 
Mr. Lincoln to understand, in the most emphatic 
manner, that if he were not given at least a briga 
dier general’s commission, with a major generals 
command, then he would at once ‘ withdraw bis two 
hundred thousand Germans, and oppose the Admin 
istration.’ ; 

**Mr. Lincoln, harassed as he was at that time 
with the cares of his office and the nation’s great 
troubles, gave way to Scuugz’s persistent pressure 
and threats, gave him a brigadier’s commission, and 
he was sent to the Shenandoah valley about the 
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} 


close of Ue 
T 


neral Frémont’s campaign against Jack- 
son. in Jane, 1862. Whatever 


may have been 


the tenor of the instructions relative to General 
Scuurz’s command, it is nevertheless true that the 
corps was ut once organized, veteran officers were 
displaced, and he was immediately placed in com- 


mand of a division. He continued in the army 
varticipating in the battles of Bull Run, Chance! 
lorevt ie, and Gettysburg, without manifesting any 
striking evidences of military genius. Of this, 
however, wed not now propose to speak, for it is 
already a part of our milwaryhistory. At the close 
of the war. instead of being at once mustered out, 
nas other officers of far superior ability and more 
efficient service were, he again made use of his 
alleged influence with the German element to con- 
tinue in commission for a considerable time after 
there was any use for him. 

‘In 1866 Scuurz went to Detroit as the editor of 
the Post, where, however, he by no means favorably 
distinguished himself. His next move was to Mis- 
aouri, which, heimagined, offered a most promising 
field for his versatile talent. There he assumed the 
leadership of the extreme Radicals, himself a Radical 
of the most proscriptivetype. Mr. Henderson, atrue 
Republican, anda man of many sterling qualities, 
was representing Missouriin the Senate, and Scuurz 
at once determined to succeed him. To accomplish 
thie, it was necessary to defame Mr. Henderson be- 
fore the peoploof Missouri, and destroy their con- 
fidencein him. For this task General Scuurz was 
peculiarly fitted, and he succeeded thoroughly in the 
enterprise. Henderson was denounced as too liberal 
toward the rebel citizens, which at that time was 

nough to condemn him before bis constituents. 
es withdrew from the canvass, and the con- 
test was between General Scuvrz and Mr. Loan, and | 
each etrove to ‘out-radical’ the other, in which 
strife Scuurz won, and wus elected asthe represent- 
ative of the fiercest Radicalism of the State. 

“Secure in his seat, he at once began to court the 
more liberal element in the State, and succeeded so 
far as to bring about the election of General BLAIR to 
the Senate, and to effect a thorough demoralization 
of the party in the State 

**In 1868 General Scuurz was a delegate to the 
Chicago convention, and wentthere with revolution- 
aryintent. He was considerably mollified by being 
chosen as temporary chairman of the convention, 
the duties of which he managed to discharge in an 
apparently satisfactory manuer, by the aid of two 
prompters well versed in parliamentary rules and 
the usages of conventions. 

"General Scuurz has much to say about the re- 
form of the civil service, the character of the Presi- | 
dent's appointments, nepotism, &c. Let us see what 
his own conduct has been toward further corrupting 
that service. 

“In the early days of the President’s term Mr, 
Scuvurz was one of the most persistent bores in Wash- || 
ington for appointments in thecivilservice. Nor was 
heat all careful asto the character and qualification 
of the men whom he pressed for appointment. In 
one notable case he advocated the cause of a citi- 
sen of Missouri, who had neither social nor political 
standing, fora foreign mission. He made trequent 
visits to the Executive Mansion, and through much 
importuvity be was finally successful, The name 
was sent to the Senate, where Scuurz had afree field 
to button-hole his colleagues in favor of the con- 
firmationof his friend. In the course of the struggle 
pending the confirmation all the disgraceful instru- 
mentality of Scuurz in favor of the appointment 
and confirmation was fully revealed by thechairman 
of the Committeeon Foreign Relations—his offensive || 
and long-continued boring of the President for the 
appointment, his labors with individual Senators, 
and the utter unfitness of the man for the place. 

“Seldom or ever before was so persistent an effort 
made by a Senator to foist upon the country a man 
totally unfit to discharge the duties of a great posi- |} 
tion. General Scnurz might ornament one of his 
eloquent lectures on civil service reform in a most 
entertaining manner by giving a detailed history 
of the case we have referred to, and by telling his | 
audience the consideration which prompted him to 
press an unfit appointment so strongly in opposition 
to the will of his people, and to the negiect of the 
more deserving friends in his State, to whom he was 
directly indebted for bis election. One instance, to 
illustrate his practice with regard to the appoint- 
ment of relatives to office, and we will have done 
with the subject for the present. General Scuurz 

ressed upon the President the appointment of his 

rotber-in-law, Mr. Jussen, as collector of the Chi- 
cago district, the most remunerative office in the 
revenue service; and he was appointed, and enjoyed 
the emoluments of the office for about two years, 

@ Was appointed simply because General Scuurz 
asked it, and Scnurz asked it simply because Jussen 
was his brother-in-law. 

“We have said enough to convince any one of || 
General Scuurz’s fitness to appear in the field as a || 
champion of civil service reform. In politics he 
belongs to the extreme revolutionary type of some 

uropean societies. He now seeks to destroy an || 
Administration which he has sought in vain to } 

| 
i} 
i 


corrupt.” 

Mr. SCHURZ. Mr. President, I desire to || 
make a few remarks upon this article, in the || 
first place because the paper which published it ] 
is reputed to be the special metropolitan organ } 
of the national Administration, and in the sec- || 
ond place because this attempt forms part of a || 
systematic warfare which has been carried on | 
for some time on some members of this body, H 





candidate for Governor in Wisconsin 


| lecting my 


the paper having recently announced that it is 
going to continue its attacks. I shall go over 
these charges one by one and exhibit them in 
their true light. 

First. it is asserted that in 1859 I was nom- 
inated for Lieutenant Governor in Wisconsin, 
spurned the nomination contemptuously, and 
refused to support the ticket nominated by the 
convention. That I declined the nominationis 
true, although certainly without contempt; but 
the other charge is a falsehood. [ not only 
did not refuse to support the ticket nominated 
by the Republican convention, but, after hav- 
ing rendered some aid in a campaign in Min- 
nesota which elevated my friend from that 
State [Mr. Ramsey] to the Governorship in 
1859, I returned to Wisconsin and spent three 
weeks in canvassing the State for the then 
nominee for Governor, the late Postmaster 
General, Governor Randall, having several 
joint debates with the Democratic candidate 
for the Governorship. 

And I wish to say, in connection with this, 
that another slander, scattered abroad by the 
New York Times and several other papers, 
that I had actively used my influence against 
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the election of Mr. Washburn, the ee 


ast fall, 
and in promotion of the interests of his oppo- 


The second charge is that in the national cam- 
paign of 1860 [ refused to make any speeches 


| nent, Mr. Doolittle, is equally false in every || 
| sense. 


_ which I find inthis article, in quotation m 


January 8 


SSS OOO OO 


the Republican cause since 1856, and [ fyyp, 
it to be from seventy to seventy-two weeks -, 
about a year and five months; and adving a 
;, I received fr ele Sag 
also all that | received from committees 


ing that whole time, I find that it amon, 
in the aggregate to less than a p pular leo. 
turer will earn in three weeks : 

I mention this subject merely, although j: 
a very humiliating one, because it shows th. 
meanness of the warfare which is carried , 
against certain members of thisbody. Jt ighy 
miliating, I say, to make such a statement: by 
it is still more humiliating that a paper, ” 
organ of an administration which stands at th 
head of a party that has been built up ip is 
power gradually and laboriously by just such 
labors as thosein which I, with many other, 
was engaged, should make such explanations 
necessary. 

The third charge is, that when I returned 
from the Spanish mission I asked from My 
Lincoln a major general’s commission in the 
Army and threatened him if he would not giys 
it. This isa falsehood again. I did not ask 
of him a major general’s commission when | 
resigned the Spanish mission, but he offered 
me a brigadier's commission. The assertion 


Or 


vut 


arKg, 


| that I threatened I would at once “ withdraw 


my two hundred thousand Germans and oppose 


| the Administration,’’ is so supremely ridicy. 
| lous, it is so childish an absurdity, that | do 


unless I was paid $250 a week, and then an | 


| additional sum by the local committees varying 

| from fifty to a hundred dollars for each speech. | 
| This is a falsehood again. 
| vassing the United States in that campaign on | 


I commenced ean- 


the Ist of July, having already made several | 


speeches previously, and continued till the day 
of election, the 6th of November, with the ex- 
ception of about ten days, when [ was utierly 
broken down by fatigue and had to take some 
rest. I spoke in the States of Wisconsin, !ili- 
nois, Missouri, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut, 
traveled a great many thousands of miles, and 


| made, if | remember correctly, between one 
| hundred and sixty and one hundred and seventy 
| speeches; and when I had returned home from 


those labors I found that all the compensation 


I had received from committees fell quite per- | 
ceptibly short of my actual expenses, railroad | 


fare and those incidental outlays connected 
with traveling of that nature. 

Moreover, having given myself entirely up 
to the labors of the campaign, completely neg- 
private affairs, [| found myself 
surrounded by disagreeable embarrassments, 
which resulted finally in painful sacrifices, and 
if I had received only one fifth part of what 


the Times charges me with, I should have || 
I do 


overcome those embarrassments easily. 
not hesitate to say, however—and I refer to this 


because mention has been made of this subject | 
| in debate in the Senate—that, as a prudent 
| man, I ought to have done something like that 
| which the Times charged upon me, although, 


of course, in a more moderate degree; for I 
believe that gentlemen may be expected to go 
out at their own expense, and make a speech 


| now and then in promotion of a political cause ; 


but when they are called upon to go from cam- 
paign into campaign year after year, for sev- 


| eral months at a time, utterly neglecting their 


private affairs, giving themselves wholly up to 
the work, unless they are entirely independent 
in fortune they cannot afford to do so without 
reimbarsemevt and compensation. I will say 
further, that in a few subsequent campaigns, 
when lists of appointments covering weeks and 
months were sent to me, I did to some extent 
protect myself in that respect, in a moderate 
way, however, while in other campaigns I neg- 
lected, even after my previous experiences, to 
look after my private interests. 

Moved by curiosity, after having read the 
Times's article, I undertook to figure up how 
much time I had spent in public speaking for 


not think it requires any serious comment. 

The next charge is, that, going to Missouri, ] 
assumed at once the leadership of the extreme 
Radicals, myself a Radical of the most pro 
scriptive type. This is a falsehood again, for 
it is well known that in the national conven. 
tion of 1868 I had the honor to introduce the 
resolution in favor of a general amnesty 

The next charge is, that | took it upon my 
self to defame Mr. Henderson before the pe 
ple of Missouri, and to destroy their confidence 
in him so that | might be elected to the Sen- 
ate. Thisis a falsehood again, and it is wel! 
known that Mr. Henderson’s defeat at that 
time was owing to his attitude in the impeach: 
ment trial, as the public mind then stood 

The next charge is, that in 1868I was a dele: 
gate to the Chicago convention ‘and went 
there with revolutionary intent.’’ What that 
means I do not know exactly; but one thing 
I do know: that for my action in that conven 
tion I was highly praised by the New York 
‘Times. 

The next charge is, that in the early days of 
the President's term | was ‘‘one of the most 
persistent bores in Washington for appoirt 
ments in the civil service.’’ If that were true, 
then the President must have had a particular 
liking for being bored, for [ remember very 
well a time during the early days of the Admin 
istration when | met him outside of the White 
House and he asked me very kindly why I did 
not come to visit him more frequently. 

It is further siated that in one notable case 
I advocated the cause of a citizen of Missouri 
for a prominent position who was entire\y 
incompetent and unfit to discharge the duties 
of a great position. | suppose this re/ers '0 
the case of General Pile, who, having been 
a member of Congress, was first presented 
for the post office at St. Louis, then for the 
pension agency at St. Louis, by the deleg 
tion from Missouri, then nominated for the mis 
sion to Venezuela, and then nominated for the 
mission to Brazil, when the Senate declined 
to confirm his appointment. I did, toa cer 
tain extent, support Mr. Pile for some of thesé 
nominations. I did it with the delegation 
from the State of Missouri with the exception 
of one or two members; I think only one 
Being a young Senator, I had indulged som 
what in the idea that it was to some extent 
proper to take care of constituents. W hea 
the Times says that this is one of the cases 
which in my ‘‘eloquent lectures on civ¥! 
service reform’’ I might mention, and givé 
a detailed history of them, I beg to say that 
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is just me thing which I am doing, for when- || markable cases of cumulative, intrepid, and || ion of profits between labor and capital in 


sver | do speak on civil service reform I give 
“. one illustration of the absurdities of the 
an ,. and of the curious cousequences to 


hy it may lead, the case of this gentleman, 


which i 

who was presented for a post office, fora pen- 
ee agency, for a minister resident’s place, 
‘qa minister plenipotentiary’s position, then 


iin the Governorship ofa Territory, and 
‘hen was taken out of that to be put into the 
“tcter resident’s place for which he was 
sete ally nominated. And | always mention 
as rsonal connection with the case. But, 
ring that recently General Pile was 








my p* 
eonside 
pt 

a° ° r 
f ministel 
I it 


b 


resident in Venezuela, this time 
cert ; 
on my i I beg leave to say that if that gen- 
‘Jeman be entirely unfit for publicemployment, 


we 


as the Times asserts, it is the President who | 


ht to bear that reproach, and not I; and I 
might & suggest to the Administration that they 
be a little 
organs, al instruct them to abstain from indis- 
creet statements. 

The last charge is this: 

“General ScHURZ pressed upon the President the 
appointment of his brother-in-law, Mr. Jussen, of 
Chicago, as collector of the Chicago district.’ 

This is a falsehood again. I never pressed 
that appointment upon the President or any- 
body else. As my friend from Illinois who 
sits by my side [Mr. TruMBULL] will distinctly 
recollect, Mr. Jussen was originally recom- 
men ded, without my knowing anything about 
it, by a delegation coming from Chicago, and 
by the then Re presentative of his district, Mr. 
Judd. ‘These gentlemen came to me with the 








request to go to the President and press his | 


appointment. I positively refused. But, after 
urgent solicitation on their part, I at last con- 
sented to indorse their paper, with an additional 
rewark to this effect, that the large German 
Republican element of Chicago was entitled to 
eon deration; that I had frequently been called 
ipon to aid the Republic ans there, and could 
testify to that fact. This was my whole con- 
nection with the case. And later, when arumor 
spread through the newspapers that Colonel 
Jussen was to be removed, the President ex- 








pressed himself to a friend in conversation to | 


the effect that he had never known that there 
existed any connection between Mr. Jussen 
and myself. But I asseverate that I never 
spoke to the President about this appointment 
instance, nor to the Secretary, or 
mmissioner of Internal Revenue, and 
absolutely refrained from pressing it in any 
sense, just because Mr. Jussen, a very able 
gentleman, was a brother-in law of mine. 

I had almost forgotten one of the charges, 
where I am again accused of having made use 
of my alleged influence with the German ele- 
ment to benefit myself by continuing in com- 
mission for a considerable time after the war. 
4 friend had the curiosity to investigate that 
case, and I have now an official report from 
the War Department before me. The surren- 
der of the rebel general J. E. Johnston took 
place on the 26th of April, 1865. I was then 
in General Sherman’s army in North Carolina. 


in @ Si ngle 


the Ci 


As soon as that surrender had taken place I at | 


once applied for leave of absence to go to 
Washington for the purpose of offering my res- 
ignation; I did so, and this official report cer- 
tifes that the first two resignations of major 


generals after General Johnston’s surrender | 


were those of Major General Franz Sigel, ac- 
cepted May 4, 1865, andof Major General Carl 
Schurz, May 6, 1865; from which it appears 
that after the virtual close of the war of all 
the major generals in the Army General Sigel 
aud myself were the very first to resign their 
commissions instead of using their aHeged in- 
uence with the German element to continue | 
in the pay of the Government. 

So much, sir, for these charges. 


pointed by the President for the position | 


‘nly without any suggestion or solicitation | 


| 
more careful in the selection of their 


| it can be construed as a slander. 


shameless lying that has disgraced American 
journalism for some time. 

Now, sir, why are these slanders heaped 
upon me? The Timesitself states the reason. 
Because [, as the Times alleges, have ** not 
hesitated to invent the most outrageous calum- 
nies against President Grant, having accused 
him by mean insinuation of keeping up the 
general-order system of New York for his own 
profit.”’ I pronounce this another falsehood. 
What do they call ‘‘ slandering’’ the Presi- 
dent? Let us see what I did say, and whether 
[ did state 


that the general-order business in New York 


| WAS & gre: at abuse and a sy stem o! P ilunde Tr. | 


was borne out in that statement by the offi- 


| cial report of the Retrenchment Committee 





| committees, 


| mercantile community 


Was that a slander on the President? I did 
state that the merchants of New York had 
protested against it as an outrageous abuse, 
which is a matter of record also. Was that a 
slander against the President? I did state that 
the Secretary of the Treasury sent a commis- 
sion to New York to investigate the matter, 
and that that commission reported against it, 
which is a matter of record again. Was that 

a slander against the Pre sident? I did state 
that the Retrenchment Committee investigated 
the matter and found it to be a great abuse, 
and reported in favor of its abolition, which is 
a matter of record again. Is thata slander 
upon the President? I did state further that 


| the Secretary of the Treasury had written to 
the collector of New York two letters pro 


nouncing against the abuse, and urging that it 
be done away with. This is a matter of record 
again. Is that a slander upon the President 

Then I drew a conclusion, and I ask whether 


there is any member of this body who will 
Say that it was not most natural, nay, a 
most imperative conclusion, that if, in spite 


of the remonstrance of ‘on merchants of New 
York, in spite of the reports of investigating 
in spite of the letters and pro- 
nounced opinions of the Secretary of the 
l'reasury, that abuse was still kept up, as it 
actually was kept up, then there must be a 
power stronger than a decent respect for pub- 
lic opinion, and stronger than the Secretary 
of the Treasury himself, to sustain it; for it 
that power was not stronger than a decent 
respect for public opinion, the abuse would 
have succumbed to the remonstrances of the 
’ New York; and if 
that power had not been stronger than the Sec- 


| retary of the Treasury, the abuse would have 


| succumbed to the adverse opinion ¢ 
| cial. 





| notice of such slanders. 
|| coadjutors will have 


f that offi- 
I asked the question, who and where is 
that stronger power? I asked the question; I 
did not answer it; and I respectfully submit 
that the gentlemen who indulge in the pitiable 
business of villifying the Senator from Illinois 
and myself for asking it have not by their 


| slanders furnished an answer to it that will be 


satisfactory to the country. | believe that 


' when nothing else can be brought up against 
| those who denounce the abuses of the Govern- 


ment than personal vilification the 
will understand the reason. 

Thus, sir, I have shown you the character of 
the statements contained in the limes; and, as 
to the character of those who have invented 
and propagated them, the Senate and an intel- 


country 


| ligent people may form their opinion for them 


selves. 1 will simply add that after this I shall 
not again consider it necessary to take any 
The fimes and its 
a free field, but if atiacks 
should come as thick as locusts they wil not 
frighten me away froin that course which I con- 
scientiously belie sve to be the course of honor, 


truth, right, and duty. 


i} 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
The bill (H. R. No. 374) to provide for the 


You will || appointment of a commission on the subject 
admit that this is perhaps one of the most re- !! 


of the wages and hours of labor, and the divis- 


the United States, was read twice bv its title. 


and referred to the. Committee on Education 
and Labor. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNI@ATIONS, 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a letter of the Secretary of War, trans- 
mit ting, in obedience to law, inventories of 
pp vublie property in the possession of the War 
Department and its bureaus; which was 
orde red to lie on the table, and be printed. 
He also laid be fore the Senate a report of 
a Secret tary of War, communie;: ating, in 

nm .pliance with a resolution of the Senate of 
D. cember 14, 1871, information in relation to 
the improvement of the Columbia river, near 
and below the mouth of the Willamette river, 
and the removal of 
Columbia river 


obstructions in the 
Celilo, Oregon; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter of the 
Secretary of War, transmitting a communica- 
tion from the Governor of Utah. in relation to 
the establishment of a military post in the 
southern part of that Territory, and recom 
mending an appropriation for that purpose ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


above 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
The VICE PR ESIDENT presented a resolu- 


tion of the Legislature of Texas in favor of the 
passage of an act granting a pension to the 
widow and minor children of Captain William 
W. Montgomery; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a resolution of the Legis: 
lature of Missouri, and a memorial of citizens 
of Missouri, in favor of an appropriation for the 
improvement of the Mississippi river; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a resolution of the Legis 
lature of Missouri, in favor of an appropria- 
tion for the survey and improvement ot the 
navigation of the Gasconade river; which was 
referre d to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a resolution of the Legis 
lature of Missouri, in favor of an appropriation 
for the improvementof the Osage river; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of sur- 
vivors of the war of 1812, praying an amend- 
ment to the act of February 14, 1871, granting 
pensions to the soldiers of the war of 1812, s80 
that soldiers who served fourteen days in that 
war may be allowed a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Maine, praying that the sale of stamped en 
velopes by the Government be discontinued ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

He also presented a petition of Joseph L. 
Stevens, of Castine, Maine, praying that he be 


| granted a pension for services rendered in the 


war of 1812; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the memorial of 
tachel Rhodes, of Atlantic City, New Jersey, 


| heir of Servoise and Shoemaker; and also the 


memorial of the heirs of Edward Jones, de- 
ceased, of Boston, Massachusetts, praying for 


| the passage of a bill providing for the ao 


| of damages on account of French spo 


jations ; 
which were referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr. SUMNER. I present the petition of 
Absolem J. Wilson and one hundred and sixty- 


| five others, of Williamsport, Pennsylvania, set- 
’ I y 


ting forth outrages and abuses to which they 


| are exposed as colored persons, whenever they 


travel, and in common schools, and asking for 


| the passage of the supplementary civil rights 
| bill now pending before the Senate. 


I move 
that it lie on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
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Mr. SUMNER presented a petition from 
R. H. Nuby, jr., and ninety-one others, of 
Mount Pleasant, Ohio, praying for the passage 
of the supplementary civil rights bill; which 


ed to ile 


was ord r mn the tabla, 

He also presented a petition of James Jef 
ferson and sixty-nine others, of Rhode Island, 
praying for the passage of the supplementary 
civil rights bill; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

He also presented the petition of W. H. 
Montague and eighty-two others, of Spring- 
field, Massachusetts, praying for the 
of the supplementary civil rights bill; which 
was ordered to lie on the 

He also presented the petition of R. J. 
Mortimer and forty-one others, of Winfield, 
lowa, praying for the passage of the supple- 
mentary civil rights bill; which was ordere¢ 
to lie on the 

He also presented the petition of James F. 
Sprigg and thirty-two others, of Millington, 
Kent Maryland, praying for the pas 
sage of the supplementary civil rights bill; 
which wa 

He also presented the petition of Peter Ross 
and thirty others, of Rhode Island, praying for 
the passaye of the supplementary civil rights 
bill: which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of C. M. 
Brown, and many others, of Harrisburg, Penn- 
sylvania, praying for the passage of the supple 
mentary civil rights bill; which 
to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of Rev. Berry 
W. Arnett and one hundred and ninety other 
colored citizens, of Toledo, Ohio, praying for 

of the supplementary civil rights 
bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER. I also present a similar 
petition, which the Senate will see is of some 
length, with, as [am told, two thousand signa- 
tures of colored citizens of Philadelphia. I 
move that it lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. I also present a petition 
colored citizens of Newport, Rhode 
Island, in which they set forth at some length 
their reasons in favor of the supplementary 
civil rights bill, and say: 


passage 


table. 


table 


county, 


ordered to lie on the table. 


was ordered 


the passage 


irom 


‘“Wedo not ask for legislation to regulate social 
intercourse, which undeniably regulates itself. 
petition legislation in our bebalf only where the 
civil law may control. We demand admission into 
any and all public conveyances, hotels or inns, the 


We | 


common schools, and licensed places of amusement.’ | 


I move that this petition also lie on the 


table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SUMNER. 
adopted at a great public meeting in the city 
of Washington, on Friday, the 5th of January, 
which are in the nature of a petition to the 


| also present resolutions | 


Congress of the United States, as they contain | 


this resolution: 


" Resolved, 
sidered and adopted by this meeting, duly signed by 
the president and secretary thereof, be presented 
through Hon. CaarLes SuMNER to the Senate of 
the United States, as expressive of the sense and 
judgment of the colored people of the country with 
respect to the subject referred to therein, and as 
containing our prayer in that regard.” 


This official copy of these resolutionsand the 
address is signed by the president of the meet- 
ing, John M. Langston, and countersigned by 
the secretary, Henry Johnson. Among the 
resolutions are the following: 

** Resolved, That we earnestly request and urge all 
Republican Senators, members of the House of Rep- 


resentatives, the Republican press throughout the 
country, and all friends of equality before the law, 


* white or colored, not only to give their influence, 


but their most earnest support and vote, in favor 
of the bill now pending in the Senate, and known 
as a bill supplementary to the civil rights act. 

* Resolved, That we call especially upon all Sen- 
ators and members of Congress elected to their sev- 
eral positions upon the votes of white and colored 
Republicans of the South to give their influence, 
their support, and their votesto this measure, which 
is sustained by considerations of humanity, justice 
and the plainest principles of the common law, and 


That the address and resolutions con- | 








which is demanded by the interests of the entire 
country, the conservation and stability of republican 
institutions.” 


As these resolutions, with the accompanying | 


address, represent the sentiments of the col- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i] 
} 


| 


ored people of Washington assembled at a | 
meeting, which as described by those present | 


was remarkable both for its numbers and its 
intelligence, I think that I shall be justified in 
departing from the rule that I have laid down 


to myself generally in presenting petitions, by | 


asking that this be printed. I do not know 
that | have ever made such a request, at least 
not for many years, but I ask that this lie on 
the table and be printed 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts asks that the memorial and reso- 
lutions of citizens of Washington alluded to by 
himself, and just presented, be laid on the table 
and printed. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none, and that order will be made. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of 
citizens of Williamsport and Sunbury, Penn- 
sylvania, protesting against the sale of stamped 
envelopes by the Government; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Charlea J. 
Davis, of Philadelphia, administrator of Cap- 
tain John Davis, an officer of the army of the 


| Revolution, praying to be allowed a pension ; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 


sions. 
He also presented the petition of George W. 


| Bradley, of Pennsylvania, a soldier of the late 


war, praying for relief to him by Congress on 
account of certain diseases contracted by him 


| while in the late war; which was referred to 


the Committee on Claims. 
He also presented a petition signed by a 
large number of paymasters’ clerks and other 


| persons employed by paymasters of the Army, 





praying the enactment of a law granting them 
additional compensation ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. RICE presented a petition of citizens 
of North Arkansas, praying that townships 
thirteen to twenty-one north, of ranges eight 
to seventeen west, both inclusive, which now 
forms a part of the Little Rock land district, 
be attached to the Harrison land district; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented the 
petition of Ann H. Jones and Gertrude P. 
Smith, heirs of James H. Kearny, deceased, 
of New Jersey, praying indemnification for 
spoliations committed by the French prior to 
the year 1801; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Texas, presented the 
petition of Samuel Harper, of Texas, praying 
to be relieved from liability for the loss of 
revenue stamps while agent of the Govern- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. FLANAGAN presented a joint resolu- 


| tion of the Legislature of the State of Texas, 


asking for the grant of a pension to Mary Ann 
Montgomery, widow of William W. Mont- 
gomery, and her children; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SCHURZ presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Missouri residing in rural districts and 
engaged in the business of brewers or manu- 
facturers of beer and lager beer, praying Con- 
gress to so modify and amend the revenue 


| laws as to allow those of their vocation to 


make affidavit to the civil officers in their 
midst as to the quantity of beer brewed per 
month, instead of being compelled, as they are 
now, to incur heavy expenses in traveling to 


and from the revenue officer to make their 
| monthly returns; which was referred to the 


Committee on Finance. 

Mr. POMEROY presented the petition of 
S. N. Wood, of Cottonwood Falls, Kansas, 
representing that he has been despoiled of a 
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| Indians, and praying that he may be compe». 


| by law; which was referre 
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— 
large amount of personal property by bands o¢ 


en 
nf 


sated for his loss; which was referred 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. POMEROY presented a letter of \y A 
Shannon, addressed to him, inclosing a stata. 
ment of the sales of lands at the land office at 
Augusta, Kansas, for the months of Octobe, 
and November, 1870, and recommending that 
all fees of registers and receivers be abolished. 
and that an adequate compensation be fixed 
to the Committe 
on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed 

Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of 
John T. Northington and others, of Montgom. 
ery, Alabama, representing that the cottoy 
tax collected in the years 1865, 1866, 1867, ang 
1868 is, in their opinion, unconstitutional and 
unjust, and praying the enactment of a lay 


to the 


| refunding the money thus paid by them; which 


was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

Mr. CORBETT. I havea petition from cit. 
zens of Link river precinct, Jackson county, 
Oregon, in which they set forth that under the 
act for the admission of the State of Oregon g 
large amount of land was given to that State 
for certain purposes, and under the statutes of 
the State of Oregon this land was to be gold 
only to actual settlers, in quantities not exceed. 
ing three hundred and twenty acres to each 
settler, at the rate of two dollars per acre. The 
applicant is required to make oath ‘‘ that heis 
living upon such land, that he intends to mak; 
it his home, and that he knows of no prior 
settler claiming any part thereof,’’ thereby pre- 
cluding the possibility of the lands being bought 
up by speculators. 7 

The present board of commissioners for the 
sale of these lands, it is alleged, have set aside 
the above statute law, giving to speculators the 
chance to make applications with fictitious 
names attached, and thereby monopolize all 
the lands. As this ruling of the board was 
made shortly after the passage of the odious 
‘*swamp-land bill’’ of Oregon, and as the filers 
on the swamp lands in this section are the per- 
sons through or for whom the applications on 
State lands have been made, these petitioners 
say they believe the board of commissioners to 
be in collusion with the swamp land speculators; 
and, as patents have not been issued to the State 
for these lands, they ask that some remedy be 
given by Congress. I ask the attention of the 
chairman of the Committee on Public Lands 
to this petition, and I move that it be referred 
to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. STOCKTON presented resolutions of 
the common council of Trenton, New Jersey, 
in favor of an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of navigation in the Delaware river 
between Trenton and Bordentown; which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SCOTT presented a memorial of S. C. 
Madeira and E. F. Cabada, asking for com- 
pensation for injury done, growing out of 
alleged illegal proceedings ina case of seizure 
of a cargo of molasses by the custom-house 
officers at the port of Philadelphia; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, presented a peti: 
tion of Joseph A. Chambers, praying to be 
allowed the military bounty due his minor son, 
who died in the service of the United States 
in the late war; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. TRUMBULL asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (5. 
No. 426) for the relief of Thomas Allen ; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com: 
mittee on Printing, and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 


_ obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 427 


i} 


to further regulate the appellate jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court, and to prevent delays 
therein; which was read twice by its title, 
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ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 


| ordered to be printed. 
POMEROY asked, and by unanimous 


ref 
anit 

Mr. 
consen ? 
A 428) for the relief of settlers on the Osage 
anc . ; 
twice by its title. E vat 
"Mr. POMEROY. I move that this bill be 
-eferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
ys it extends the time of payment for some 
Indian lands, and regulates the manner of their 
entry. 

fhe motion was agreed to, 

Mr. POMEROY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 


8. No. 429) supplementary to an act entitled | 
“An act to aid in the construction of telegraph | 
ves, and to secure to the Government the | 
use of the same for postal, military, and other | 
purposes,” approved July 24, 1866; which was 


lines, 


read twice by its title. 

Mr. POMEROY. This bill relates simply 
to a few pieces of land in the State of Florida. 
A company were entitled to preémpt some land 


‘1 the State of Florida where they established | 
their stations, but the preémption laws do not | 


+ obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. | 


is in the State of Kansas; which was read | 





now extend to the State of Florida, and the | 


company cannot get the lands. I move the 
reference of the bill to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. POMEROY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 430) granting public lands to the District 
of Columbia for the support of public schools ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 


the Committee on Education and Labor, and | 


ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SCOTT asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
431) for the relief of Louis C. Madeira and 


Emilio F. Cabada; which was read twice by | 


its title, referred to the Committee on Claims, | 


and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CORBETT asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 432) to establish a mail route from Jack- 


sonville to Samo valley, in Oregon; which | 
was read twice by its title, referred to the | 


Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous } 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 433) for the relief of Miss Anne Ella 


Carroll; which was read twice by its title, | 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous | 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
S. No. 484) to regulate commerce among the 
several States; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CARPENTER asked, and by unani- | 


mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a 


bill (S. No. 485) to authorize the President to | 


accept the resignation of judges of any court 
of the United States; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


DOCUMENTS FOR SUPREME COURT JUDGES. 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I offer the fol- 
lowing resolution, and ask for its present con- 
sideration : 

_ Resolved, That a copy of the Daily and Congres- 
sional Globe, and of such documents as are printed 
y order of the Senate, except those for its exclusive 
use, be furnished to each of the judges of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Let that resolution lie over. 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the resolution will lie over. 
olution provides for an increase of the number 
of documents, the Chair will suggest to the 
Senator from Maine that probably, under the 
law, it should be referred to the Committee on 

rinting. 


As this res- | 








| if there is no objection, the Chair will regard 


| who has charge of the amnesty bill, is not in 
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Mr. HAMLIN. Very well. | 
Mr. FRELINHUYSEN. I have no objec: | 
tion to that. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be so || 
referred. ] 
RETRENCHMENT COMMITTEE. | 


Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to offer a resolu- 
tion which, if I am right in my recollection of || 
the state of business before the Senate, it || 
becomes necessary for us to act upon at this | 
time. It will take but a single moment: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Investigation 
and Retrenchment be authorized to sit during the 
sessions of Congress. 

There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I do not remember that 
such leave has been given to that committee. 
They are in session in New York to-day, and 
certainly they cannot swear witnesses; their 
acts will be illegal. I have therefore offered 
this resolution, and hope it will pass. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ought it not to read, 
‘* During the sessions of the Senate’’ instead 
of ‘‘ during the sessions of Congress?”’ 

Mr. SUMNER. That is the proper term. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I will modify the resolu- 
tion by striking out ‘‘ Congress’’ and inserting 
‘* Senate.”’ 

The resolution, as modified, was adopted. 


COLLECTION OF CUSTOMS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 


hour lacks but one moment of completion, and 





the morning hour as expired. It has expired, 


| and the amnesty bill being the unfinished busi- || 
ness on the 21st of December last, is before || 
the Senate, the pending question being on the || 


amendment offered by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Sumner.] The Senator from 
New York [Mr. Fenron] has risen in pursu- | 
ance of a previous notice, and will state for | 
what purpose. 

Mr. FENTON. When [reported, some three 
weeks ago, Senate bill No. 2, to regulate the 
service in the collection of customs, &c., I | 
stated that I would ask the Senate to take up 
the bill at one o’clock to-day for the purpose 
of enabling me to submit some remarks in 
explanation of it. 


being before the Senate asthe unfinished busi- | 
ness of the last legislative sitting, the Senator | 
from New York asks that it may be informally | 
passed over that he may submit some remarks, 
as he previously gave notice of his intention | 
to do, on a bill introduced by himself, and | 
reported by the Finance Committee, in regard 
to the organization of the customs service. 

Mr. MORTON. I hope the amnesty bill 
will be passed over informally by unanimous 
consent that the Senator from New York may | 
be allowed an opportunity of submitting his 





The VICE PRESIDENT. It will require 
unanimous consent or a motion to set it aside. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I observe that the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina, [Mr. Rosperrson, } 


-his seat this morning. I desire myself to have 
that bill passed at an early day, but I will not 
insist on going on with it this morning, as he 
| is not in his seat, and I am willing, for one, 
that it shall go over informally; but I hope it 
will not be understood that it is to be passed 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Theamnesty bill || 


remarks. 


295 








be informally passed over. By the usage of 
the Senate, when the unfinished business is 
passed over, it is liable to be called up at any 
moment by any Senator; so that es the 
adjournment t#day the amnesty bill can be 
called up at any moment by any Senator who 
sees fit to do so, and left as the unfinished 
business. It can be called up by any Senator 
demanding the regular order, and then it will 
be the unfinished business. The Chair hears 
no objection to the unfinished business being 
passed over informally. The amnesty bill can 
be called up at any moment previous to the 
adjournment this day by any Senator demand- 
ing the regular order. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 2) to 
regulate the service in the collection of cus- 
toms at the various ports of entry in the Uni- 
ted States, and to dispose of fines, penalties, 
and forfeitures incurred under the laws relat- 
ing to customs, and for other purposes. 

Mr. FENTON. [send the bill to the Sec- 
retary’s desk, and ask that it be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill as it would 
stand if the amendments reported by the Com- 
mittee on Finance were agreed to, as follows: 


That in lieu of the salaries, moieties, and perqui- 
sites, of whatever name or nature, and commissions 
on disbursements, now paid to and received by col- 
lectors, naval officers, surveyors, and other officers 
and employésconnected with the collectors’ depart- 
ments in the various ports in the United States, the 
compensation of such officers shall hereafter be regu- 
lated and fixed as follows: 

For the collector of the district of New York, 
$15,000 per annum. 

For the surveyor and naval officer at the port of 
New York, each $10,000 per annum. 

For the assistant collector of the district of New 
York, $6,000 per annum. 

For the deputy collectors of the district of New 
| York, each $5,000 per annum. 

For the chief clerk of each division under a deputy 
collector, at the port of New York, $3,000 per annum. 

For the day inspectors of customs in the district of 
New York, five dollars per diem. 
aa night inspectors at said port, four dollars per 
atem, 

The compensation of the entry and liquidating 
clerks in the office of the collectorof customs at New 
York shall be fixed by the Secretary of the Treasury 
at a sum not to exceed $3,000 per annum, and there 
shall be appointed by theSecretary of the Treasury, 
in the offices of the collector and surveyor, such 
storekeepers,clerks, messengers, and otheremployés, 
on the nomination of the collector, as in the opinion 
of the Secretary may be necessary to perform the 
duties required in the collector’s departmentinsaid 
district of New York, at salaries to i fixed by him, 
not to exceed those now paid for like services. The 
compensation of deputy naval officers and deputy 
surveyors at the port of New York shall be, respect 
ively, as that fixed for deputy collectors in said dis 
trict; and the compensation of the liquidating clerks, 
entry clerks, andchiefclerksin the naval office shall 
be the same, respectively, as that fixed for like offi- 
cers in the collector’s department; that such officers 
as properly belong to the naval office shall be ap- 
pointed by the Secretary of the Treasury on the 
nomination of the naval officer, and that the other 
clerks and messengers required in the office of the 
collector and naval office shall be appointed by the 
| collector and naval officer respectively, and at sala- 
ries to be fixed by the Secretary of the Treasury, not 
exceeding those now paid for like services ; and that 
the offices of auditor and cashier in the office of the 
| collector at New York are hereby abolished, and the 
duties heretofore discharged by those officers shall 
be discharged by deputy collectors, to be detailed by 
the collector: and the officer now known as assistant 
auditor shall be hereafter designated and known as 
chief clerk of said division. 

Sec. 2. That in lieu of the officers now employed 
| at the port of New York in weighing, gauging, and 
measuring merchandise, imported and exported 
under the custom: laws, there shall be one superin- 
tendent of weighing, gauging, and measuring, ap- 
pointed by the Secretary of the Treasury, at a salary 
of $5,000 per annum. There shall also be appointed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, on the nomination 
of such superintendent, assistant superintendents 





| out of the way. 

Mr. MORTON. Certainly not. 

Mr. SAWYER. My colleague, who has | 
charge of the amnesty bill, will necessarily be 
absent during the whole of the present week. 


[ share the desire of the Senator from Illinois || 


that the amnesty bill may not lose it place. I 
should like to inquire whether it will lose its 
place by this proceeding. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 





about to state that the request of the Senator 
| from New York is that the unfinished business 


The Chair was || 
|| wages 


| of weighing, gauging, and measuring, not exceed- 
ing twelve in number, whosecompensation shall not 
exceed thesum of $2,500 per annum, and such anum- 
| ber of clerks, foremen, and messengers as the Sec- 
retary shall deem necessary, at salaries fixed by him. 
Said superintendent shall be authorized to employ 
such a number of laborers as may be absolutely re- 
quired to perform the labor in his department, at a 
compensation not to exceed the rate per hour paid 
at the time for similar labor; and each superintend- 
ent shall make a monthly statement to the Secretary 
| of the Treasury of the number of men employed by 
him, the number of hours employed, and the rate of 
aid. The duty of the superintendent ap- 
| pointed under this act, and the officers employed 
‘| under him, shall be to perform all the services now 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





performed by the weighers, gangers, and measurers 
of merchandise at said port. And the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall makesuch regulations as may be 
necessary to carry into effect the foregoing provis- 
lol 

Sec. 3. That the compensation @f the appraiser, 
weistant appraisers. and other officers and empioyé 
in the appraisers’ department, at the port of New 
York, shall hereatter be as follows: 

For the appraiser, $10,000 per annum. 

For cach of the assistant appraisers, $5,000 per 
annum. 

For each of the examiners, not to exceed $3,000 
per annum. 

For each of the clerks in said office, who may be 
designated chief clerks, not to exceed $2,500 per 
annum. 

For clerks, verifiers, and samplers, net to exceed 
$1.00 per annum to each. 

lor messenger, $900 per annum. 

For openers and packers, three dollars per diem : 
Provided, That the assistant appraisers, examiners, 
clerks, verifiers, samplers, messengers, and openers 
and packers employed in said department shall bo 
appointed and their salaries fixed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, on the nomination and recommend- 
ition of the appraiser. 

Sec. 4. That the collector at New York shall detail 
a storekeeper, and such number of clerks and other 
employes may, by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
be deemed necessary to perform the daty of receiv- 
ing packages designated forexaminationatthe public 
stores,and of delivering the sameatter examination 
therefrom, and that all supplies, except stationery 
for the appraisers’ department, shall be furnished 
by the collector, on monthly estimates submitted by 
the appraiser to the Secretary of the Treasury and 
approved by him; and all repairs or alterations 
needed in the public store and appraisers’ depart- 
ment, atsaid port of New York, shall be made on the 
recominmendation of the appraiser, in such manner as 
the Secretary of the Treasury may direct. 

Sec. 5. That the salaries of collectors, naval offi- 
cers, surveyors, and other officers and employés in 
the districts and ports of Boston and San Francisco 
shall be as follows: 

To the collectors of customs at each of said ports, 
$10,000 per annum, 

‘Yo the naval officer and surveyor of each of said 
ports, $5,000 per annum, 


‘Lo the collecters of the ports of Philadelphia, Bal- | 


timore, and New Orleans, each $8,000 per annum. 

To the naval oflicer and surveyor, cach $4,000 per 
annum. 

To the collectors of the ports of Cincinnati, Chi- 
cago, and St. Louis, each $6,000 perannum. 

io the naval officer and surveyor, each $3,000 per 
annum. 

And there shall be appointed by the Secretary of 


the Treasury, at the ports named in this section, | 


upon the nomination and recommendation of the 
collectors and naval officers respectively, such assist- 
ants, deputies, clerks, inspectors, and other officers 
and ewployés, and at such salaries as in the opinion 
of the Secretary of the Treasury may be proper. 
Sec. 6. That instead of the officers now employed 
at the ports named in the last preceding section for 


the appraisement of merchandise, there shall be one | 
appraiser appointed by the President, by and with | 


the advice and consent of the Senate, for each of said 
ports, whose compensation shall be the same as the 
deputy collector of that port; that such assistant 
appraisers, examiners, clerks, verifiers, samplers, and 


openers and packers, as may, in the opinion of the | 
Secretary of the Treasury, be needed for the proper | 


performance of the businessof appraisement ateach 
of said ports, at salaries to be fixed by him, shall be 
appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury, upon 


the nomination of cach of said appraisers. The | 
duties to be performed by the appraisers of the last- | 


mentioned ports shali be of the same character and 
under the same regulations, as far as practicable, as 
those in force in the appraisers’ department at the 
port of New York; that the salaries of the officers 
of customs at the ports and districts not herein 


enumerated shall be fixed by the Secretary of the | 


Treasury, atrates commensurate with tho duties and 
responsibilities devolving upon them, respectively, 
in no case to exceed that now received by them from 
salaries, perquisites, moieties, aud other 
whatover, 


Src. 7. That all officers of customs appointed by | 


and with the advice and consent of the Senate shall 


be appointed for the term of four years, and sball 
hold their offices respectively until their successors | 


sball bave been appointed and duly qualified; and 


uch officers shall not be removed during the term | 
of such appointment except for cause, and the re- | 


moval or suspension of such officer shall in all other 
respects be governed by the act regulating the tenure 
of certain civil officers, approved April 5, 1869. 


EC. 8. That all fines and penalties or forfeitures | 


and the proceeds of all condemnations paid to, re- 


ceived, or recovered by any collector or other officer | 
of the United States for any violations of the cus- | 
toms revenue laws of the United States, under or by | 
Virtue of any seizure, complaint, or proceeding, shall | 


be paid into the Treasury of the United States, and 
no portion thercof shall be paid or distributed to any 
officer of the United States, except where seizure of 
merchandise attempted to be smuggled is actually 
made tho officer or officers detecting such attempt 
and making the seizure shall be entitied to one 
fourth of the proceeds thereof, after deducting all 
costs and expenses of condemnation and the duties 
accruing on the goods to the United States; and 
where such seizure, followed by condemnation, shal! 
be made in consequence of information given by any 


sources 


person or persons other than the officer making such 
seizure, and where fines, penalties, or forfeitures shall 
be collected or recovered as aforesaid, in such cases 
the said one fourth of the proceeds aforesaid shall 
be cquilably distributed between the officers actu- 
ally making such seizure and such informer or in- 
formers, under such rules and regulations as the 
Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe. 

Sec. 9. Thatit suall betheduty of every officer and 


emmployé of the customs revenue service in the Uni- | 


ted States, upon detection of any violation of the 


| customs laws, forthwith to make complaint thereof | 
to the district attorney of the district in which such | 
Immediately upon the | 
| receiptof such complaint it shall be the duty of such 


fraud shail be committed. 


district attorney, to cause investigation of the facts 
to be made before a United States commissioner, and 
to initiate proper legal proceedings to recover the 


| fines and penalties in the premises, and to cause the 


arrest of the offender or offenders, and to prosecute 
with the utmost diligence and dispatch to final judg- 
ment. 

Sec. 10. That it shall not be Jawful for any officer 


| of customs, special agent, or district attorney to com- 
| promise or settle any claim of the United States 
| arising under the customs laws, or relieve from any 


fine, penalty, or forfeiture, and any officer or person 


| whoshall so compromise or settle any such claim, or 


relieve from such fine, penalty, or forfeiture,shall be 
guilty of a felony,and, on conviction thereof, shall 


suffer imprisonment not exceeding ten and ‘not less | 


than one year, and be fined not exceeding $10,000: 


| Provided, however, That the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury, in accordance with general regulations, to 


be prescribed by him, may remit any fines, pen- | 


aities, or forfeitures, upon sufficient proof that there 
was no intentionof fraud or willful neglect upon the 
part of such person or persons against whom such 
fines, penalties, or forfeitures shall have accrued, 
or on the part of bis agent or agents. 

Sec. ll. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall, 
from time to time, make such regulations as he may 
deem necessary for the conduct and management of 
the bonded warehouses, general-order stores, and 
other depositories of the imported merchandise 
throughout the United States; all regulations or 
orders issued by collectors of customs in regard 
thereto shall be subject to revision, alteration, or 
revocation by him; and no warehouse shall be bonded, 
and no general-order store established without his 
authority and approval: and itshall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in granting permits t6 
establish general-order warehouses, to require such 
warehouse or warehouses to belocated contiguous to 
or as nearas may be to the landing-places of steamers 
and vessels from foreign ports; and that no officer 


| of the customs shall have any personal ownership 


of, or interest in, any bonded warehouse or general- 


| order store. 


Sec. 12. That publiccartage of merchandise in the 
custody of the Government shall be subject to the 
regulations ard approval] of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Sec. 13. That al) fees collected by officers of cus- 
toms in the United States, shall be paid into the 
Treasury, and returns shall be made to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury under regulations to be estab- 
lished by bim. 

Sec. 14. That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 
That nothing herein contained shall affect existing 
rights, or prevent a distribution, in like manner, as 
if this act had not been passed, in all cases where 
prosecution has been actually commenced, orinform- 
ation given before the passage of this act. This act 


| shall take effect July 1, 1872. 


Mr. FENTON. Mr. President, in a discus- 
sion of the provisions of this bill | propose to 
take up the several points according to their 
importance and proper relations, and without 
reference to their printed order. ‘The source 
from which about two hundred million dollars 
is gathered into the Treasury annually is a mat- 
ter of grave importance, and fairly demands 
the most careful attention from the national 
Legislature. Toward the close of the last 
session of Congress I[ introduced the bill now 
under consideration, hardly expecting there 
would be time for action upon it then. Inthe 
mean time I have not wearied of the subject, 
and every succeeding inquiry has served to con- 
firm me in the views I then expressed, and in 
the wisdom of passing this or some equivalent 
measure which shall tend to correct abuses, 
avoid irregularities, adjust inequalities, sim- 
plity complicated machinery, as render some- 
what tenable official positions so important. 

The Committee on Finance, to which this bill 
was referred, have carefully considered every 
section, and have unanimously instructed me 
to bring it before the Senate, trusting that it 
may here also meet with approval. Its main 


features may be stated in a few words: 


1. ‘To change and adjust positions and com- 


| pensations of the various officials of the cus- 


toms service, with a view to fair remuneration 
for jabor and responsibility. 
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2. To adopt a uniform system of appraise 
ment of merchandise in all the important port, 
of entry. 

8. To create a separate department jp +), 
port of New York in which to perform 4), 
duties of weighing, gauging, and measurjn, 

4. To give the Secretary of the ‘l'reas,,, 


supervision of the warehouse and general-op),. 


business, requiring general-order warehouse 
to be contiguous to the wharves where goods 
are landed, and prohibiting officers of custoys 
from having an interest in warehouses of gy, 
character whatever. 

5. To place the business of the public cartin, 
subject to the order aud control of the See. 
tary of the Treasury. 

6. To protect in office and continue compe. 
tent and faithful officials for a given period 
thusremoving them in some measure from the 
seductive influence of partisan politics. 

Perhaps the most noticeable feature of the 
presentsystem is the enormous emoluments of 
the collectors, naval officers, and surveyors,and 
the peculiar, and, as it seems to me, pernicious 
practice by which they are obtained. Nearly 
three fourths of the importations of the country 
are entered at the port of New York, and in treat. 
ing of the practice and effect there I shall bes 
present the errors, the abuses, and the wrongs 
of the system itself, as the principle involved 
applies alike to all other customs districts. 

The officers I have named receive a certain 
fixed salary, and in addition are entitled to 
share in the proceeds of all fines, penalties, 
and forfeitures imposed and collected in their 
several districts. The report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury of the 16th day of February, 
1871, in response to a resolution of inquiry 
passed by the Senate some time previous, pur- 
ports to show the net amount paid into the 
Treasury from these sources, from the Ist day 
of January, 1868, to the 80th day of November, 
1870. According to this exhibit, there was 
received during this period from the ports of 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
New Orleans, and San Francisco, as the result 
of fines, penalties, and forleitures, the sum of 
$1,163,577 08; thatof thisamount the moieties 
paid to collectors, naval officers, and survey 
ors, was $124,485 82 to the former, $56,287 21 
to naval officers, and $124,654 29 to surveyors; 
making in all $805,427 82. 

[t appears, however, from careful examina- 
tion, that this report does not give the full col- 
lections into and distribution in moieties from 
the Treasury during that time. The Secretary 
says in his explanaiory letter that— 


‘The headings at the top of each page show the 
date of the month in which the money accruing from 
the cases therein stated was paid to the collector. 
Of course the payment into the Treasury by covering 
warrant, after deduction of expenses, &c., occurred 
in each instance some weeks subsequently.” 


It seems, therefore, that the money received 
at the Treasury on this account, from the Ist 
of January, 1868, which had been paid to the 
collector before that time, but not covered by 
warrant until subsequentiy, was not accounted 
for in this report; nor sums which had been 
paid to the collector prior to the 30th of No 
vember, 1870, for which warrants had not been 
drawn. It is known that some time previous 
to this last date, at the port of New York 
alone, nearly two hundred thousand dollars 
arising from settlements, or upon decree of 
court for fraudulent practice in weighing, was 
paid to the collector, to be accounted for, 
of course, but which does not appear in the 
report. 

In one case* the court decreed (as under 
stood by confession of defendants) that there 
should be paid $120,817 69. In this instance 
the amount paid by the court tothe collector, on 
the 19th day of November, 1870, after deduct: 
ing costs and fees of the district attorney, with 
his commissions, was $117,156 27. Others 
of great magnitude, as I am informed, were 





* The case of Ezra Wheeler & Co., for frauds i" 
weighing, and passing false invoices. 


1872 


ee 


—_— 


also set 
money 
goth N: 
for the 
moietle 
js IMpO 
to reacl 
ries of 
] hav 
pissior 
rom Ub 
iSjl. a 
pa d t 
yenalti 
2692.5 
from tk 
as will 


June, | 
July 2 
July 2 

gust. 
Senter 

Qctol 
Novem 
Decem 
Janua 
F orus 

Mar 
April, 
May, | 
June, 
July, | 


To 


Amou 
Amou 
ures 
cust 
Total, 
fort 
Moiet 
Ib 
repo! 
table 
Septi 
meni 
com! 
from 
for | 
lars 
acco 
Fr 
it af 
ures 
they 
$35. 
187( 
pass 
ing 
suc! 
valt 
am¢ 
allt 
an 
354 
Tre 
ove 
Rel7 








Ty § 


—=—=:_ 


)PTaise 
nt Ports 


IN the 
FM the 
SUrir , 

/ 
reas iry 
l-orde. 
houses 
| LOOds 
‘USlLOMms 


of any 


Cart) g 
Secre 


-OMpe- 
period 
OM the 


of the 
ents of 
TS.and 
Hicious 
Nearly 
ountry 
n treat- 
ull bes 
Wrongs 
VOived 
cts. 
certain 
tled to 
lalties, 
n their 
retary 
ruary, 
inquiry 
8, pur- 
iLO the 
Ist day 
ember, 
'@ Was 
yrts of 
imore, 
result 
um of 
oieties 
urvey 
287 21 


eyors; 


\mina- 
ill col- 
s from 
retary 


iow the 
1g from 
llector. 
vering 


‘curred 


ceived 
he Ist 
to the 
ed by 
yunted 
| been 
f No- 
t been 
vious 
York 
ollars 
ee of 
z, Was 
d for, 
in the 


inder- 
there 
stance 
or, on 
2duct- 
‘ with 
thers 
were 





uds in 


1872. 





so sett j 
a paid to the collector previous to the 


ath November, 1870, which do not appear, 
for the reason, may be, that the distribution ot 
moieties had not taken place at thattime. It 
. important, however, to know all these facts 
«9 reach correct estimates of the princely sala- 
ries of these officials. 

| have obtained from the office of the Com- 
pissioner of Customs a statement showing that 
rom the Ist of June, 1870, to the 81st of July, 
\s71. a period of fourteen months, there was 
aid to the collector at New York, in fines, 
enalties, and forfeitures, the net sum of 
“e92.814 11, aud that this officer received 
‘rom the Treasury, for his moiety, $54,925 05, 
will appear from the subjoined abstract : 


as 
| | | 28¢., 
| | Tsk i] 
| : Roe 2 
Month. pi dy | Fines. | S3 a2 
| | esas 
| | s -~ a 
ae | $37,528 10| $2,973 17| $854 18 
July 2, 1870......| 51,561 40} — 890 91] — 197 00 
July 21 to Au- 
rust 31, 1870.....| 19,45798|  63020/ 198 50 
September and | 
October, 1870... | 7,363 77 | 2,275 41 2,352 07 
November, 1870..| 186,664 81 2,391 03 1,710 20 
Necember, 1870...) 53,827 84 1,907 36 821 50 
January, 1871.....| 28,02050| 1,208 73 | 200 25 
February and | ! | 
March, 1871....| 37,944.86 | 3,21767| 441 09 
April, 18TL ..ciese.< 61,157 91 | 1,153 83| 552 48 
le. BATE. csosssene | 43694 57 11067 87| 123 84 
FUG, LL direcssesnes 47,823 24 868 18 | 231 35 
July, 1871.......0000 | 26,109 26 | 287 61 681 28 





Total.......» | $601,154 24 | $8,363 74 


$18,871 97 


Amount of merchandise sold................es00 $30,730 73 
Amount of duties deducted from forfeit- 

ures for same time and accounted for in 

customs account............. tins ebeaii ental ceeuae 33,693 43 
Total net collections, fines, penalties, and 

Se a hc ae 692.814 11 
Moiety paid to COLLECtOL........0....cccc0-ceseeeee . 54,925 05 


fhere is a marked discrepaney between the | 


report of the Secretary of the Treasury and this 
table for the months of June, July, August, 
September, and October of the year 1870. | 


mention these as they are the only months in | 


commoninthetwostatements. That obtained 
from the Commissioner of Customs shows, 
for the months named, several thousand dol- 
lars more than was received by the Collector, 
according to the Secretary’s report. 

From another source, equally entitled to credit, 


it appears that the appraised value of the seiz- | 


ures alone—I mean, of goods actually seized at 


theport of New York—were, for the year 1868, | 
$355,452 98; for 1869, $334,049 08; and for | 
In | 


1870, $210.745 14—in all, $900,245 15. 
passing, it will occur to many, as an interesting 
inquiry, how it were possible there should be 
such a vast difference between the appraised 
value of goods seized in New York and the 
amount realized on the sale by the collectors of 
allthe ports before named. As willappear upon 


an examination of the report, not more than | 


3540,368 42 could have been received into the 
Treasury from that source, which is but a little 
over one half of the appraised value of the 
seized goods in New York alone. 

I will here give the figures of the Secretary, 
of the amounts, as near as may be, paid into 
the Treasury by collectors at the various ports, 
on account of money accruing, upon seizures 
from January 1, 1868, to November 31, 1870: 


en ae 


New York... ..s00s +0397, 892 44 
Philadelphia....... 


altimore............ 
New Orleans...... e+. 12,392 62 
RI ONIN ina cctticdeehcondiletecnpiensvemnis overt: ON 






led or otherwise disposed of and the | 





cessively large, but so exceedingly indefinite, 
that we must in some measure depend upon 
estimates. So complicated is this perquisite 
account, with its unsettled cases, pending com. 


| promises, suits in court, &c., that no abstract 


for a definite period gives a correct idea of the 
actual interest of these officers, and at ports 
where frequent changes have been made the 
difficulty of obtaining actual amounts is in- 
creased. But there is no doubt that the prin- 


cipal officers at the port of New York receive | 


at least $60,000 per annum each. It is not 
strange, then, that these positions are so desir- 
able, that the strife to obtain them should be 
earnest—so earnest, passionate, and selfish as 
to be injurious to the best interests of the Gov- 
ernment, and, in a restricted sense, detrimental 
to parties and to administrations. Why should 
each of these officials receive a compensation 
twice that of the President? Why should each 


| abstract from the Treasury annually more than 








lt thus appears that the money paid from this | 


source by the collector of New 


ork for that | 


entire period was but a trifle over the amount | 


of the appraised value of the seizures at that 
port for one year. 

Just here the inquiry is pertinent, what 
are the amounts at present received by these 
officers? It is one of the peculiarities of the 
system that not only is the compensation ex- 


Qe 


the combined salaries of the Supreme Court 
bench ? Why should these three officers re- 
ceive more than is paid to the President, his 
Cabinet, and the judges of the Supreme Court 
combined? These monstrous and exorbitant 
sums are paid to officers whose responsibilities 
are certainly no greater than those of any one 
of the high administrative or judicial officers 
[have named. Popular attention has never 
been closely directed to this matter, or long 
ere this, I am sure, an irresistible ery for re- 
form would have overthrown the system and 
its abuses, which areevery way so demoralizing 
and injurious to the officials so greatly over 
paid, pernicious to their subordinates, and, 
above all, detrimental to the public interests. 
Scandalous as these influences have been in the 
immediate past, they may be exceeded in the 
future, when, extending upward as well as down- 
ward,the very sources of patronage may become 
tainted. The avidity for these lucrative posi 
tions will in time, ifthey have not already, in 
evitably engender corruption in their pursuit 
and retention; the vast and ever-increasing 
emoluments and the enormous power of pat- 
ronage must attract the unprincipled, and every 
insidious device and corrupt stratagem will be 
employed to secure and enjoy this coveted 
wealth and power. 

But, to return; it may be urged that as the 
responsibility of seizures and suits rests upon 
the collector of customs, he must be compen- 
sated for the risk. If this were so, it is evident 
that the naval officer and surveyor, whodo not 
share this risk, cannot plead the necessity for 
such protection; but even as regards the col- 
lector the pleais specious, as there exists no 
record that any such officer ever suffered pecu- 
niary loss through such responsibility. The 
courts have never refuseda certificate of ‘* prob 
able cause,’’ and if they ever should, an over- 
zealous officer would find protection in the 
sympathies of special legislation. No; it is the 
Government that is finally responsible, and it 
is a safe position for the official who shares in 
the successes, to shift the burden of failures 
upon the broad shoulders of the nation. 

But there are reasons for the abolition of the 
system of moieties which lie deeper in princi- 
ple, and affect more seriously the public ser- 
vice, than even the matter of colossal perquisites 
of a few officials. It gives these officers such 
an interest in frauds upon the revenue that 
their advantage lies rather in the continued 
existence of frauds than in their complete re 
pression. In fact, it is their interest, to a cer- 
tain extent, to encourage tlie infraction of law, 
and to treat occasional detection with such a 


| degree of leniency as will afford the largest 


othcial emolument, without deterring others 
from similar practices. While it would be 
temerity to so act as that tacit encouragement 
of fraud upon the revenue would be at once 
apparent to the public, the fact nevertheless 
seems to me well established. 

Let us look at the evidence upon this point, 
as brought out by an examination o! the Sec- 
retary’sreport. From the Ist of January, 1868, 
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to the 3lst of November, 1870, there were 
detected in the several! customs districts of the 
country 2,911 cases of smuggling. In 199 of 
these the causes were settled without suit. In 
1,883 cases the goods were seized and sold 
without suit, and the offender allowed to go 
free. In 731, the goods were released and 
returned to the smugglers, upon payment of 
the appraised value. Fifteen were compro- 
mised, and in only 138 were the goods sold 


_ by decree of court, and the offending parties 


were not otherwise punished. During the same 
period there were 1,484 cases of fraud and 
crime, violations of the various sections im- 
posing fines, penalties, and punishments, as 
found in the laws of 17938, 1799, 1828, and 
1866, and for the importation of goods in ille- 
gal packages, and undervaluations. Of this 


number 1,336 cases were settled without suit ; 


| in 72, the goods were released to the violators 
| of the law on payment of the value thereof to 


the collector: 18 eases of undervaluation, in 


| volving the payment of over one hundred thou 


sand dollars, were compromised; and 72 were 
disposed of by decree of court. It thus ap 
pears that, out of all the cases of smuggling 


| and other illegal and fraudulent practices upon 
| the customs revenue which were detected dur 


ing this period of nearly three years, rising to 
the startling number of 4,395, there were only 
191 of them which ever went into court, even 
for civil prosecution. This leaves 4,204, as 


| will be seen, which were settled, compromised, 


or the goods disposed of by those who had au 
immediate interest in the proceeds to be ob- 
tained, in one way and another, by reason of 
the moieties which they could secure. Lt seems 
to me there can be but one answer to all this, 
and that answer must be an unqualified con 
demnation of the system which thus becomes 
the nursery of criminal conduct and the pro 


| tector of palpable iniquity. 


| ing and alarming view of the case. 


But, advancing another step inthe examina 
tion, we are confronted with a still more strik 
It has been 


| seen that there were 4,395 instances detected, 


in which money has been received by the col- 
lectors, and moieties paid to the officials enti- 
tledtothem, duringthe period named. Of this 
number 2,911 were for smuggling, and 1,484 
were for fraudulent practices of various kinds. 


| | need not say to Senators that smuggling is a 


crime, nor that, of the 1,484 cases of illegal 
practices, it is safe to assume that over one half 
of them were also crimes against the laws of 
the land, subject through our criminal courts 
to condign punishment. Bat, let me inquire, 
what has been done with them? We have a 


| right to expect that every one had been pre- 
| sented to a grand jury for indictment, and put 
| on trial in a criminal court for the offenses 


| charged. 


But no such thing. Of this vast 
number, I find there has b@éen only one case 
presented to a grand jury, or, at least, but one 
indictment found. This happened in New 
York, and, upon the facts as revealed in the 


| report of the Secretary, it presents a case which 
| again illustrates the evil tendencies of the pres 


| ent system. 


On page 88, | find that ‘*‘ Dymond 
& Sally”’ paid to the collector, either in August, 


| September, or October, (I presume in the latter 
| month, though it is not clear in the report, ) 
' the net sum of $38,755 51 under a decree of 


court for fraud in undervaluation of goods. On 
page 116 of the same report will be found a 
statement that ‘‘John Dymond et al.’’ were 
arrested December 18, 1869, for bribery of cus 
tom-house officers and passing false invoices, 
and that a nol. pros. was entered in the case 
July 10, 1870. This was but a short time 
before the court decreed that this same firm 
should pay the sum before stated to the col 
lector for defrauding the revenue. This is 
no doubt the case of Dymond & Lally, (in- 
stead of ‘‘Dymond & Sally,”’ as the report has 
it,) who were extensively engaged in bribing 
officers to make false returns of weights and 
appraisements of sugars, involving the integ- 


.. rity of different branches of the customs ser- 
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vice. It was a grave crime, punishable with 
imprisonment, and it would take no more evi- 
dence to convict on a criminal trial, than 
to obtain a decree of court that they should 
pay this large sum of money, an equal por- 
tion of which was to be distributed in moieties. 
Yet a nolle prosequi was entered in the crim- 
inal proceedings a few days previous to this 
large sum of money having been paid over to 
the collector. Indeed, the report fails to dis- 
close that one individual has been convicted, 
but it does name twenty or thirty persons who 
have never paid anything to the officers of cus- 
toms, who are being prosecuted in the criminal 
courts, but none are yet convicted. I leave 
these facts without further comment, to make 
their own inevitable suggestions to the minds 
ot those who are willing to receive the lesson 
thus taught. 

Section sixteen of the act of July, 1866, pro- 
vides— 

“That the Secretary of the Treasury shall have 
authority to ascertain the facts upon all applications 
for remission of fines, &c., incurred or accruing un 
der the revenue laws, when the amountin question 
does not exceed $1,000;" e. 2 . sone 
he may remit or mitigate such fines, &c., if in his 
opinion the same shall have been incurred without 
willful negligence or any intention of fraud.” 

It is apparent, therefore, thatthe law enjoins 
a strict enforcement of the penaltiesin case of 
its violation, even when there exists no stronger 
cause than willful negligence, but where an in- 
tention of fraud is manifest, full punishment 
must follow. In my judgment, this section 
should be amended so that if it be established, 
by legal proof, there was neither willful negli- 
gence nor intention of fraud, it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary to remit whatever fines, penal- 


ties, or forfeitures had accrued; but if either | 


did exist, the law should be enforced without 
power of relief in the hands of any official. 

A word more, in reference to the baneful 
influence of the customs service upon the sub- 
ordinate officers. Upen them greatly the 
efficiency of the service and the proper collec- 
tion of the revenue depends. 


them after being landed, weigh, appraise, and 
deliver them to their owners. In fact, the 
whole business is largely in the hands of the 
many comparatively poorly paid subordinates, 


whose terms of service are precarious, to say | 


the least. The lesson is daily taught by the 
practice of their principals that it is admis- 
sable to compound felony; that it is common 
to corrupt the service. Is it any wonder that 
they follow in the footsteps of their official 
leaders, and profit by the opportunities of the 
hour? We need not further look for a reason 
why inspectors pass dutiable goods without 
the payment of a penny to the Government; 
why weighers return false weights; why entry 
clerks require pay for services for which the Gov- 
ernment is supposed to compensate them, and 
why smugglers go free. Look at the testimony 
of the inspectors who were summoned before 


the Retrenchment Committee last session, and | 


it will be seen there was not one who had not 


been in the habit of taking pay from steam- | 


ship companies, travelers, and merchants for 


service which it was his duty as a Government 
officer to perform. 


A noted divine, in a recent sermon on polit- | 


ical degeneracy, characterized ‘‘ every custom- 
house in the land as a bribery shop.’’ This is 
strong language. For myself, I know there 
are many honorable and upright men in the 
customs service, but I also believe the enorm- 


ous perquisites of the few have made faulty and | 


perverse very many; and to this extent, at 
teast, the ‘‘ civil service of the nation is a stand- 
ing threat against the liberty of the nation.”’ 
Che Secretary of the Treasury, in his annual 
report for 1869, takes the view I have en- 


deavored to present in regard to moieties, in | 


the following language : 


** Under existing laws, certain revenue officers and | 


other persons appearing as informers are entitled 
to share in fines, penalties, and forfeitures. During 
the fiscal year 1868-69 the Treasury Department dis- 








They receive the | 
entries, attend to the landing of goods, handle | 
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tributed the sum of $286,073 61 to such officers and 


informers in the various cases arising under the | 
| customs revenue laws. A large additional sum was 


also paid through the Internal Revenue office. The 
reason on which the laws granting such allowances 


| are based is that officers of the Governmentare stim- 


ulated to greater activity in the discovery of frauds 
and in bringing offenders to punishment. There can 
be no doubt that such is the effect of the policy; but 


the experience I have had in the Treasury Depart- | 


ment has convinced me that the evils attending the 
system are greater than the benefits derived fromit. 


| It often occurs that revenue officers are led to assert 
claims in behalf of the Government which have no 


just foundation in law or in the facts of the respect- 
ive cases; and where real claims exist itis often the 
object of the informers and officers who share in the 
penalties to misrepresent the case to the Depart- 


ment so as to secure the greatest advantagetothem- | 


selves. But a more serious evil is found in the prac- 
tice, quite general, of allowing persons to pursue a 
fraudulent course until a result is reached which 
will inure to the benefit of the officers and inform- 


ers, instead of checking criminal practices at the | 
in exact lan- | 


outset. Itis impossible to set fort 
guage the character of the evils that grow out of the 
present system. I am, however, clearly of the opin- 
ion that the Government ought to rely upon public 
officers for the proper performance of their duties, 
without stimulating them by any contingent advan- 


tages. I have elsewhere recommended an increase | 


of the salaries of custom-house officers; and_ the 
abolition of the system of giving to them a share 
of fines, penalties, and forfeitures, will be an addi- 


| tional reason for the increase of salaries in this 


department of the public service.”’ 


The position that I indicated for myself upon 
this important subject more than a year ago 
has the renewed sanction of the Secretary, and 
the approval of the President in his recent 
message. I thus felicitate myself upon inau- 
gurating a plan for reform which, popular with 
the people, has also now the support of the 
President of the United States. 

In this connection | must refer to the abuses 
of the special agency system, which has now 
become an extensive and expensive branch of 
the customs service in New York, and, under 
its present management, an abuse of authority 
and power. As originally contemplated by the 
laws, the special agent of the Treasury Depart- 
ment was a useful officer, attached directly to 
the Departmentat Washington. It was his duty 
to proceed to distant points and examine into 
specified matters, as the occasion required, and 
report to the Secretary. But within a few years 
these agents, including officers who receive 
six, eight, and ten dollars per day, have organ- 
ized in New York a *‘ Bureau of Professional 
Informers,’’ and upon a scale hitherto unpre- 
cedented. Their ostensible avocation is to 
detect frauds upon the revenue, and violations 
of law and regulations, by customs officers. The 
service is based upon the theory that the prin- 
cipal officers of the customs are so absorbed in 
the nourishment of their perquisite accounts 
as to neglect their official duties. But it tarns 
out that this perquisite matter is contagious, 
and their interests soon become identical with 
those officers whose administration they are 
supposed to watch, as illustrated in the present 
management at the port of New York. They 
receive an ample, fixed salary, and thus ren- 
dered comfortable, can devote most of their 
time to espionage upon the merchants. The 
great power which the act of March 2, 1867, 
permits these men to invoke, by which the ac- 
count-books and other records and papers of 
any merchant or firm may be seized and indefi- 
nitely detained, rendersthem a source of dread. 
Any commercial house is at their mercy. The 
least that can be said is summed up in a reor- 
ganization of these agencies, and the officers, 
if retained, remanded to their original and 
proper duties. 


I am free to say that persons not in the 
Government employ who may be instrumental 
in the discovery of violations of revenue law, 
and who shall assist in securing to the Gov- 
ernment its just dues, should be entitled to 
some reward as provided in this bill. A like 
plea may be instituted in behalf of officials 
connected with the customs service who make 
actual seizures and cause the arrest of crim- 
inals. The salaries fixed by this bill are fair. 
It cannot be urged that by the increase of 
actual salaries the cost of collecting the rev- 


| cessful administration of its affairs. 
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enue will be enhanced; the abolition of the 
wide system of moieties will at once doub] 
cover the amount of increase. y 
The next feature of the bill to which | invite 
your attention relates to a uniform system of 
appraisements and classification of merchandise 
at all the principal ports of entry. I need not 
enlarge upon this point. Uniformity of practies 
in any department of the public service my. 
be admitted as essential to a sound and gy. 
In 1868 
Congress abolished the old system of appraise. 
ment at the port of New York, and provided 
for the appointment of one chief appraiser 
with assistants, examiners, and other gubor. 
dinates. Under the regulations since enforced 
by the Secretary of the Treasury this plan jg 
found to be greatly superior to the practice 
under the old board. In the other ports named 


'| in the bill the old form of organization, to some 


extent, still prevails, and great disparity in the 
modes of doing business is the result. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in his report 
of 1869, says: 

‘Tt ought to be understood that the chief means 
of collecting the revenue and enforcing the revenue 
laws must be found in the administration of the 
appraisers’ department.”’ 

There the value of goods is fixed, upon 
which duty is to be paid; there the laws are 
construed in reference to the different rates 
of duty; in a word, there the foundation is 
laid for the entire collections. Simplification 
and uniformity are all-important in this branch 
of the customs service. The salaries fixed jn 
the bill, it is believed, are sufficient to induce 
competent men to engage in the required 
duties, especially if it shall be understood 
that they are not to be removed for a given 
term except for incompetency or malfeasance 
in office. 

Another change proposed in the bill for the 
port of New York is the establishment of a 
separate department for weighing, gauging, 
and measuring the kinds and classes of goods 
the rates of duty upon which are determined 
by these standards. Iam very sure this pro- 
posed modification is in the direction of reform. 
Atpresent there are eighteen or nineteen weigh- 
ers, each having charge of a district assigned 
to him by the surveyor, and each exercising 
the same powers and performing like duties. 
The surveyor also has charge of the inspectors, 
whose duty it is to attend to the discharging of 
vessels, the landing, and examination of pas: 
sengers, baggage, &c. This of itself is sufficient 
to engross the time and attention of the sur 
veyor, if he is such an officer as will attend to 
these important duties in person. 

The business of weighing, gauging, and 
measuring has reached vast proportions at the 
port of New York, and it seems to me best that 
there should be one responsible head, as in the 
appraisers’ department. It is generally be- 
lieved that great frauds have been committed 
by the weighers, and itis said upon good author: 
ity that merchants are compelled to pay these 
officers in order to get their business done 
promptly. This being so, it will be seen how 
it is that the salary of a weigher—$2,500 per 
annum—does not embrace the whole income 
of the office. Neither is there any doubt that 
the cost to the Government of performing this 
service is largely in excess of what it ought to 
be, and what it would be under the system here 
proposed. It will appear by reference to page 
102 of the report of the Retrenchment Com- 
mittee, of the 3d of March last, where an ac- 
count of weighing by districts is given from May 
1, 1869, to December 31, 1870, that great dis- 
crepancies exist between the cost of perform: 
ing this service by different weighers in the same 
and different districts. The percentage of fees 


received by the Government, which it cost to per 
form this duty, range, according to the abstract, 
from twenty to one hundred and ninety per cent. 
There can be nosuch variation upon any reason- 
able estimate of the expense of weighing. I am 
informed by those who have had experience, 


187 


_— 
—_—_ 


that tl 
may | 
per ce 
by 10 
ought 
could 
forml 
extor 
Bul 
the ™ 
the p 
mand 
prop' 
abuse 
comy 
Th 
had 1 
atten 
for | 
final 
merc 
desit 
TI 
veni 
been 
Coll: 
sold 
han 
Pre 
vess 
amo 
chat 
bee! 
foll 
the 
righ 
clus 
wor 
due 
and 
It is 
erly 
the 
nb 
hes 
car 
the 
he 
Ch 
Cay 
ant 
ant 
the 
es} 
Ir; 
F. 
Lu 
ju 
pa 


ae 








78 


a 
a 


the 
ubly 


nVite 
m of 
idise 
| not 
Ctice 
must 
Suc- 
866, 
alse 
‘ided 
Aiser 
ibor.- 
reed 
in ig 
Ctice 
med 
Ome 
1 the 


‘port 


1@ans 
enue 
f the 


upon 
3 are 
rates 
mM is 
ition 
anch 
din 
duce 
lired 
tood 
iven 
ance 


* the 
of a 
ing, 
ods 
ined 
pro- 
rm, 
‘igh- 
med 
sing 
ties. 
‘ors, 
g of 
pas- 
lent 
sur- 


| to 


and 
the 
that 
| the 
be- 
tted 
hor- 
hese 
lone 
how 
per 
ome 
that 
this 
it to 
rere 
age 
om- 
ac- 
May 
dis- 
rm- 
ame 
fees 
per- 
act, 
ent. 
jon- 
am 
nce, 


1872. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


TT eee aaa aac eaedstheestacamanaienapialmeeeeomegmnmatonstnaseeaeaaaannenaaaeeeeti a eT I 


__—_—_—--wnnaeewwoaoaoas\)—qwqwooo 


that the entire labor and expense of every kind 


may be embraced in thirty-three and onethird || ness. 


per cent. of the fees paid to the Government 
by importers for weighing. Such economy 
ought not to be disregarded, especially as we 
could, at the same time, secure greater uni- 
formity and efficiency in practice, and less 
extortion and annoyance to the merchant. 

But it is still possible that a reformation in 
‘he warehouse and general-order business at 
the port of New York is more urgently de- 
manded, as not only has it grown to enormous 
proportions, but is the subject of enormous 
abuses and well-grounded and far-reaching 
complaint. 

The joint committee, to whose report I have 
had frequent occasion to refer, gave careful 
attention to the investigation of this subject 
for the limited opportunity they bad, and 
finally earnestly advised the relief which the 
merchants of New York almost unanimously 
desired. 

This vast interest, involving alike the con- 
venience and the rights of the merchants, has 
been regarded, since the administration of 
Collector Smyth, as a sortof perquisite, to be 
sold or bargained away, and placed in the 
hands of personal friends or political favorites. 


Previous to that, warehouses convenient to the || 


vessels were used, and the business was divided 
among merchantsand warehousemen of known 
character and responsibility. But there has 
been a marked change in this whole matter, 
following the pernicious conception that it was 
the personal property of the collector, or the 
rightful heritage of adventurers who have 
clustered around the Administration. In a 
word, the general-order business as now con- 
ducted is one of the great sources of extortion 
ud oppression upon New York merchants. 
[tis not enough to say the goods are not prop- 
erly handled, and the heavy charges which 
their owners are compelled to pay for storage 
enhance the price of all imported commodi- 
ties. The Secretary of the Treasury, after 
careful investigation, admits the superiority of 


2 ; : ss, 
| ing these officers from engaging in this busi- 


the old practice, but under existing laws thinks | 


he has no control or power in the premises.* 
The law, then, leaves this vast interest at the 
caprice or pleasure of the collector of the port, 
and for a complete elucidation of the effect 
aud practice, I beg to-direct attention again to 
the Retrenchment Committee’s report, and 
especially to the testimony of Charles G. 
Francklyn, page 10, Gustav Schwab, page 18, 
I’. M. Bixby, page 21, A. T. Stewart, page 25, 
Luther Horton, page 30, William E. Dodge, 
junior, page 36, William E. Dodge, senior, 
page 45, and A. B. Miller, page 47. 

The bill under consideration makes it incum- 
benton the Secretary of the Treasury to so locate 
the general-order stores that they shall be ac- 
cessible and convenient to the places where 
goods are unladen from the vessels or steamers, 
and not as now situated, in distant and danger- 
ous portions of the city, where favorite ware- 
housemen can hire cheap stores, and favored 
carmen secure large business, at double expense 
to importers and consumers. The merchants 
have appealed in vain for relief. To me it has 
been a matter of surprise that the collector 
had braced up with such marvelous indiffer- 
ence against the remonstrances of a commun- 


ity so deeply wronged. Itcanonly beaccounted | 
for upon the theory that himself, or others in | 


whose welfare or advantage he is closely con- 
nected, finds sufficient inducement for itscontin- 
uance inthe amount of profits derived from it. 

A word in regard to the last clause of this 
section. No one will dispute that the col- 
lector of the port and other Government offi- 


cials who have influence in obtaining patronage | 


for bonded ware houses, by reason of their offi- 
cial positions, should be excluded from all par- 
ticipation in the business or profits arising 
from it. There is no law at present prevent- 
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.* See letter of the Secretary in answer to a resolu- 


tion of inquiry passed by the House of Represent- 
atives, January 27, 1871 


Itis manifest that the patronage and 
profits of a bonded warehouse can be largely 
| increased or diminished by the course of the 
collector whose official supervision embraces 
| it. My attention has been drawn to this sub- 
ject in consequence of a business card, which 
| now hold in my hand, showing that the 
‘*Commercial Warehouse Company of New 
York,’’ with a capital of $1,000,000, has for 
one of its directors Thomas Murphy, late col- 
lector, and who was also astockholder, as lam 
| informed and believe, in the sum of $50,000. 
| | mention this case as an illustration in point 
in behalf of this provision in my bill. 

It is further intended, by section fourteen, to 
guard against extortion and malpractices in the 
public carting of imported goods. It seems 
necessary to give the Secretary some supervisory 
power, and the clause of the bill to which | 
have referred, remands this branch of the pub- 

| lic business to the regulation and control of 
the Secretary of the ‘Treasury. 
| Before | proceed to the consideration of the 
last feature of the bill which I desire to discuss, 
| | ought to speak of the comparative cost of 
conducting the business at the port of New 
York under the last two collectors. I am 
rather impelled to this as the President and 
some others have been led to specially com- 
mend the efficiency and economy of the late 
collector's administration, which, if justified, 
serves to modify the argument that there has 
been a constant tendency to extravagance, 
partisan excess, and corruption. 

By an examination of the tables which, after 
great investigation and labor, I am able to 
place before the Senate, if desired, in minute 
and accurate monthly detail, it will be found 
that the cost of collecting the customs revenue 
at New York from March 31, 1869, to June 30, 
1870, a period of fifteen months, by Mr. Grin- 
nell, and trom July 31, 1870, to October 31, 
1871, a like period, by Mr. Murphy, is as fol- 
lows: 


Total expenditure under Mr. Grinnell, exclusive of 


| fees collected.............. sola totscdeedévavenesncQay OMGVOOe ten 
| Fees collected and expended in addi- ‘4 4 
tion ; , : 252,125 36 


2,881,493 67 


Expenditures under Mr. Murphy, ex- 
clusive of fees collected...$2,759,353 34 
Fees collected ond expended 
RD MERRIE AS. dihcnhttene tbecinede 
Amount expended for fuel, 
gas-light, water supply, 
and stationery, not 
charged to Mr. Murphy’s 
account, but included in 
Mr. Grinnell’s, for the pre- 
vious corresponding pe- 
riod, say $55,000 a year 


260,297 59 


68,750 00 


> 


3,088,400 93 








Difference in favor of Mr. Grinnell 


$206, 907 26 


I have not included something over thirty 
thousand dollars, the credit of saving which 
|| is wholly due to the Secretary of the Treas 
\| ury, in the new letting of the labor contract, 
about the time of Mr. Murphy’s accession to 
the office of collector. This item added would 
swell the difference to about two hundred and 
|| thirty-seven thousand dollars. That is to say, 
|| it cost this amount more to collect the revenue 
|| by Mr. Murphy, than for the corresponding 
period by Mr. Grinnell—an excess of expendi- 
ture not easily explained upon any theory ap- 
plicable to economy in the public service. 

During the fifteen months named, in which 
Mr. Murphy was at the head of the customs 
department in New York, the total amount of 
the collections were $188,091,014 73. For the 
like period by Mr. Grinnell, there was collected 
$158,678,328 11,adistinction of $29,412,686 62. 
|| A great portion of this excess is explained 
|| by the fact that the act of Congress, July 14, 
|| 1870, reduced the rate of duty upon many 
|| leading articles of importation, and provided 
|| that all goods imported previous to January 1, 
| 1871, and held in bond, would be subject only 
| to the reduced rates. In anticipation of this 





law, and as a consequence of it, large quanti- 





| ties of sugar, tea, coffee, spices, and other arti- 
| cles, were so held which otherwise would have 
| been withdrawn and duties paid before. This 
| operated to swell the collections after that, as 
it had operated to diminish them in a cor- 
| responding ratio before that time, a difference 
nearly or quite equal tothe excess which is 
| shown to have been collected by Mr. Murphy. 
[t was an apparent rather than actual increase. 
It should be borne in mind, too, that mainly 
the official labor necessary in the collection of 
duties upon these goods had been performed, 
leaving little more to do than to receive the 
money, and that the large additions to the free 
| list aided to diminish the labor and expense 
incident to customs collections. There was, 
therefore, no reason why more men should 
have been employed or more expense incurred. 
The machinery was ample, and the whole mat 
ter became more easy and less expensive by 
reason of the law to which I have referred, 
and the cost should have been reduced rather 
than increased one dollar. So [ again reach 
the conclusion that | am correct in character- 
izing the official career of the late collector as 
alike the most expensive and the most perni- 
cious in example and practice of any, and that 
the President has been misled in extending to 
it an unqualified indorsement and approval. 
Section seven provides— 


That all officers of the customs, appointed by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall be 
appointed for the term of four years, and shall hold 

| their offices respectively until their successors shall 
have been appointed and duly qualified; and such 
officers shall not be removed during the term of such 
appointment except for cause, and the removal or 
| suspension of such officer shall in all other respects 
be governed by the act regulating the tenure of cer 
tain civil officers, approved April 5, 1869.’’ 


This section, it seems to me, points to the 
true solution of the paramount question before 
the American people to-day—that of civil ser- 
vice reform. At least the principle involved 
in this provision is the foundation upon which 
to build a complete system for all the depart- 
ments of the Government. A reform in the 
civil service is the leading question before the 
public; no other theme is so largely discussed 
in the influential journals, in the lecture-rooms, 
or, indeed, in social conversation. No one 
has openly dared to oppose its principles, and 
debate has been confined to methods and sys- 
tems. Itis obvious that the people are taking 
the matter into their own hands, and unless 
reform is conceded, sooner or later there will 
be a movement, without regard to parties or 
factions, such as recently in a day revolution- 
ized the municipal condition of New York. 

[ indicate the customs service, and especially 
the department of New York, as the proper 
place to inaugurate a new and improved method 
because no service and no place need it more. 
Nowhere has thecivil service been so degraded 
asthere. Atthat vital point, where a large por- 
tion of the revenue of the nation is collected, 
every principle that should govern an enlight- 
ened civil service has been violated. Officers 
of approved capacity and integrity have been 
suddenly removed without cause ; others have 
been appointed without reference to qualifica- 

| tion and character ; faithful and efficient clerks 
have been abased by the appointment over 
them of incompetent men; promotions have 
not depended upon merit, but upon influence. 
What incentive to duty could remain while no 
neglect or inefficiency could affect some for- 
tunate incumbents, while no zeal or ability 
could save others from dismissal? I have 
been credibly informed that even bribery has 
been condoned ; in other words, thatthe guilty 
parties have never been punished. Tl orced 
assessments from all for political purposes have 
paid the expenses of a part in their partisan 
pilgrimages through the country. In fact, it 
seems as though every possible means had been 
adopted to demean the civil service in the cus- 

| toms department at New York, and to divert 

| the public officers from their duty. 

|| Unusually large importations have produced 

(| large receipts, but it is not easy to estimate 
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| passed over; but if it is agreeable to Sey 
neglect and violation of duty, such as would | same common end. | ators, I will move that the bill be postponed wast 
bankrupt in a year the wealthiest commercial It is not to be successfully denied that offi- || to and made the special order for Tuesday of he § 
house in the country—aloss which falls upon || cials have been removed in numerous instances, || next week, the 16th instant. or el 
the entire people and contributes to make the | by the Administration that appointed them, | The motion was agreed to. Mr 
burden of taxation more grievous. The civil || without any change in their character or quali- || EXECUTIVE SESSION. Rg. N 
service commission say, 1D their recent able fications, not for any dereliction of duty or ] The PRESIDING OFFICER. (Mr. Wits : pend 
report. that infidelity to party principles, but because they ||. Wee : ie YILSON Gove 

I ae se advice was || i2 the chair.) The bill (H. R. No. 380) f, 
It is calculated by those who have made acareful || Were not acc eptable to some, whose advice was i the removal of legal and political disahilit. ynd 
study of all the facts, that one fourth of the revenues || potent with the appointing power, and because || - oa oe. i. Ve Be ,PRH “tt Cisabilit e8 aan 
f the United States are annually lost in collec- | jt was supposed certain political results could || '™pose@ by the i ee ere oon fourteenth . 
— | thus be secured. In other words, it is gener- |) article of Tha ments to the vonstitution of . 
One fourth of our entire revenue, or say, || ally believed that the patronage of the Govern- || the vane meats ce before the Senate Mi 
$90,000,000 a year! AndIam led to believe || ment is used as a mere reward for partisan || the pending ee eing on the amendmen a bil 
they do not overstate the case. | service, and as an agency for promoting per- || es by the Senator from Massachusetts tran! 
In this connection, | am happy to acknowl- || sonal ends. Whether this is true or not, it || (Mr. SumyeR. } , aie Cola 
. . ; ae ~ wo. || Mr. CAMERON. I move that the Senate eye 
edge the distinguished ability with which that || may at least be said that the extent and herce- SES grin gee: Peainiy 6 “nate and 
commission have presented the evils of the || ness to which the prerogative of appointment || ee 9 SS CORMASTRWON OF exXecntive on | 
present service, and the promptness which | and removal can be exposed has been severely | wag tj ae Vie 8 prin 
the President manifested in accepting their || tested—a prerogative which has been at all || 8 ae i; eee at oom e © Senate BR 
recommendations. But civil service reform is || times, with a brief interruption, in the hands || eo Af the stray Srauoe Of executive , 
entitled to allthis, and even more. The abuses || of the Executive to measure and control. | business. A ae minutes spent in exec- 
of our systein have been growing for a long | The honor and safety of the nation cannot lak te sa T tack eras reopened, and se 
time, and now strike deep into our national || be indifferent to the least tendency toward par- | oo os +e = er minutes p. m ro 
life. To remove them, we need not only great || tisan perversion, or mischievous personalism, || the Senate adjourned, ven 
care and labor, but more incisive and thorough || in the bestowment of office, nor permit the | << 7 
treatment than any which has been adopted. || insidious influence of patronage to impair the | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 7 

tS National and individual prosperity for a || integrity of the public service. lhe higher the : Monxpay, January 8, 1872. 

4 long time diverted popular attention from these | officer in default, orin defiance, the more neces- | : : \ 
; abuses. They appeared trivial to the thriving || sary to guard the power he wields and to check The House met at twelve o clock “a. Prayer 0 
: citizen forgettul of the terrible results to which || every outerop of abuse. I know many good by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burver, D. D. . 
; they were tending. It is also probable that the || and sagacious people believe that already this The Journal of Thursday, December 21, wai 
' corruptions of the local government in New || protruding evil gravely threatens to undermine 1871, was read and approved. the 
: York had a malign influence upon every insti- || our greatness and glory asa nation; but I have || ORDER OF BUSINESS. to | 

tution within its scope. But, be the causes || unfailing coufidence in the virtue and courage | The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the 
many or few, they have conspired to present a || of the people, and as the danger is more and || ¢..+ business in order during the morning hour 
marvelous combination of everything opposed | more apparent I do not doubt we shall avert || ;. in, calling of the States and Territories for & 
to a creditable and economical civil service in || whatever peril impends. It is therefore that || «6 introduction of bills and joint resolutions No 
the New York custom-house. || [ speak, not as one having nothing better than |/ ¢,,. reference to their appropriate committees, rev 
Che real evil of our present system is deep- | hopeless complaint, but in sober warning and || 14 to be brought back into the House by sat 
seated and far-reaching. It relates” to the || earnest entreaty. ~ te | wadtiiehte wimmeties  Waderthiscall meno on 
scramble for place, to the uses to which pat- || I am aware that principles must be enforced || .5.). and resolutions of State and territorial an 

ronage is put, to the uncertainty of tenure, to || in a large measure through party organization, | Legislatures may be presented for printing and 

the constant struggle for control, and to the de- || and in no step toward civil service reform would | reference. The morning hour now begins, at 
moralization and corruption which grows out [ commit a wrong against the former or impair | five minutes after twelve o’clock. (B 
of such a condition of political subserviency, || the latter. The very essence of popular gov- || ci 
uncertainty, and strife. At the foundation of || ernment lies in associated political action, and || PROFESSORS OF MATHEMATICS = 
the curse is patronage, not so much because it || the cause which embarrasses the one strikes at ||} Mr. HALE introduced a bill (H. R. No si 
gives us bad men, as because it corrupts our || the other. But it is no less true that the be- || 780) to establish the rank of professor of mathe A 
politics. Lt should never be so much a ques- || neficent operation of this principle is greatly || matics in the United States Navy; which was dite 
tion of who shall hold the offices, though itis true || impaired or wholly destroyed if used to sub- || read a first and second time, referred to the 

they should be men of good faith and fidelity, || jugate qualified opposition, silence friendly || Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to 
and profitable servauts of the people. For || criticism, advance personal aspirations or the || be printed. R. 
every office adequate qualifications should be || triumph of special party interests. Hi LUCY A LUCE ri 
exacted from the candidate, and there should I hope I have not wearied Senators ; but, after | Mr. FRYE introduced a bill (H. R. No. m0 
also be general confidence in his character and || closing my review of the business features of || 781) granting a pension to Lucy A. Luce hi 

integrity. When appointed, if his suitability | this bill, I felt impelled to say what has fol- || which was read a‘first and second time. and 
in these respects remains unimpaired, he should |! lowed in support, and, if need be, to justify my | referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions th 

not be removed during the usual period of his || convictions that a genuine and thorough re. || ; 
commission. In such reflections, | mean no || form in our civil service, and especially in the || SAMUSL &. HODSON m 
unjustdisparagement. WhatI say is prompted | customs department, has become indispensable. | Mr. FRYE also introduced a biil (H. Kh. No. ti 
not by the spirit of hostile criticism; I recog- I submit that those who hold positions under || 782) granting a pension to Samuel R. Hodson; ol 
nize the deserts of our paty in the adminis- | the Government should be faithful servants |} which was read a first and second time, and fi 
tration of public affairs with more eagerness | of the Republic and her laws, and not sup- || referred tothe Committee on Invalid Pensions ik 
than I perceive and deplore its mistakes. The || pliant tools of the appointing power. I desire || PILOTAGR. h 
ae is a grateful pleasure, the latter is an | that they be incited to the utmost fidelity | Mr. LYNCH introduced a bill (H. R. No. di 
unpleasantduty. But we must meet this ques- | to the country and to her interests, rather || 723 hibitine th lecti f otlotage and th 
tion of reform now, or the pernicious brood || than to the public servant who discharges an || h 3) prohibi ang the coltection of prlotage r al 
f corrupting inflaences. now warming int Ricial responsibility in. eppoiatias or somin- arbor dues by State or municipal authorities; We 
of corrupting Ces, . is ““~ be tity erg: hes | hich was read a first and second time, re 
strength and power, will soon be too strong for | ating them. The doctrine, that ‘‘ tothe victors | fe er ae - C ie aad r 
us to grapple with and overthrow. Allow the || belong the spoils of the vanquished,’’ may || ae a* 64 oe see cic seca tak te d 
present practices for yet a period, and the || once have been applicable to the bestowment || °T¢eret to be printed, b 
danger is real that other departments of the | of official places, but if so, I am sure it is ap- | CURRENCY. fi 
social stracture will also become subservient | plicable no longer. The patronage of the |} Mr. LYNCH also introduced a bill (H. R fc 
io whatever is degrading and corrupting in || Government is so vast, the offices to be filled } No. 784) to provide against undue expansion r 
public affairs. are so many, that the public interest forbids || and contraction of the currency; which was p 
Borrowing a simile, employed by the dis- || that they be filled and refilled as ambition or read a first and second time, referred to the ¢ 
tinguished Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. || party caprice may dictate. I plead in the |} Committee on Banking and Currency, and a 
SUMNER] upon & memorable occasion, like || name of the people for the adoption of a purer || ordered to be printed. " 
ce 2 the fabled mnaieente mountain on the face of | and nobler system, under which the political | BOUNTY b 
sr ee the deep, which drew one by one the strong | morality of the nation will be elevated, offi- oe List, : aN a 
t if : iron bolts from the stately ship; so the nobler || cial integrity cherished, and the public safety | vent Fee eaneet A PY (ogee tl 
4 a; qualities of manhood, which serve to exaltand | assured. cy oe Nain te Peron! ad Gg he Com ’ 
, aoe adorn our politics, are gradually withdrawn, The VICE PRESIDENT. What course || a first pnd sopeed time, referres isa ae tu 
rn tle te until at last We become a confused and helpless | does the Senator propose the bill shall take ? ] mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to | I 
eee wreck. It is idle to expect that a high tone will || Mr. FENTON. suppose that I cannot || printed. _ r 
ie ee pervade the circle of politics when members || ask that this bill shall retain its place after CIVIL SERVICE. t 
; of the party are not even at liberty to act an | the desire expressed by other Senators in || Mr. WILLARD introduced a bill (H. v 
Mee independent part as to the mode of promoting || regard to the amnesty bill, which has been || No. 786) regulating appointments and removals u 
fe 
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was read a first and second time, referred to | 
the select Committeeon the Civil Service, and 
a» ered to be printed. 


Wr, WILLARD also introduced a bill (H. 
g. No. 787) for an act to preserve the inde- 
nendence of the several departments of the 
Government; which was read a first and see- 
snd time, referred to the select Committee on 
he Civil Service, and ordered to be printed. 


SOUTHERN TRANSPORTATION COMPANY 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 788) to establish a southern 
transportation company in New Mexico and 
Colorado Territories; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on the Pacific Railroad, and ordered to be 
printe 1. 

gROTHERHOOD OF LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEERS. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, also intro- 
uced a bill (H. R. No. 789) to incorporate the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers ; which 


civil service of the United States; which || of this hemisphere have recognized the belli- 
gerency of Cuba, which acts have tacitly been | 
admitted by Spain to be not incompatible with 
a spirit of amity toward Spain; that Spain 


herself, by acknowledging the independence 
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of sundry pebies on this continent, once 


her colonies, has acknowledged the rights they 


had to wage war for their independence, as 


Cuba is to-day fighting for hers; that by the 


| principles of international law an inherent 


right is vested in the sovereignty of every 
independent nation to declare when conven- 
ient the existence of belligerency between any 


| other nations, or between the inhabitants of 


was read a first and second time, referred to | 


e Committee on Education and Labor, and 
dered to be printed. 


-EWALL B. CORBETT ET AL 


Mr. DUELL introduced a bill (H. R. 
740) for the relief of Sewall B. Corbett, Wil- 
lian D. Lacy, and Lott W. Crocker; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

TAX ON DEPOSITS IN SAVINGS BANKS. 


Mr. DUELL also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 791) to repeal so much of the internal 
revenue act aS imposes a tax upon deposits in 
savings banks; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

ARSENAL AT ROME, NEW YORK 

Mr. E. H. ROBERTS introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 792) to authorize the sale of the 
arsenal at Rome, New York, and to appro- 
priate the proceeds; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


RECOGNITION OF CUBA AS A BELLIGERENT, 


Mr. COX introduced a joint resolution (H. 
R. No. 66) for the recognition of belligerent 
rights between the kingdom of Spain and the 
e0-called republic of Cuba; which was read a 
first and second time. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I eall for the reading of 
the resolution at length. 

rhe preamble and resolution were read, The 
preamble states that the inhabitants of a por- 
tion of the kingdom of Spain, to wit, the island 
of Cuba, have been waging war against Spain 
lor their independence for a period of more 
ihan three years, the existence of which war 
has beeu and is acknowledged by Spain in sun 
dry public acts and documents; that during 
this war Spain has been allowed to supply her 
armies alaaee from the factories, dock-yards, 
and arsenals of this country with every mate- 
ria! requisite of warfare, while the Cubans, in 
direct opposition to a fair spirit of neutrality, 


No. || 


have been denied similar advantages to vessels | 
freighted with arms and ammunition destined | 


for the Cubans, in accordance with the legal 
rightof American citizens to trade in arms with 
peoples and Powers who are at war, in the exer- 


cise of what has been declared by the Executive | 


and a Federal court to be a legitimate voyage, 
which vessels have in violation of law and equity 


been detained and subjected to delays by an | 


unfair perversion of justice, to the detriment of || 


the interests of American citizens; that meas- 
ures should be adopied to protect the rights 


and interests of American citizens engaged in || 


legitimate commerce and to prevent the recur- 
rence of losses which may arise from the fact 
that this Government has not yet acknow!- 
edged the existence of the republic of Cuba: 
that a majority of the independent republics 











any integral “ose of any such nation; and || 


that the rendering assistance to all peoples 
struggling in this hemisphere for the rights of 
self government by all just means not in con- 
travention of international law is a thorough 
American policy consonant with the principles 
on which our own independence is based. [he 
resolution provides for the recognition of a state 
of war between the kingdom of Spain and the 


| so-called republic of Cuba, and declares both 


parties to the conflict entitled to the rights con- 
ceded to belligerents by international law. 
The joint resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 
TELEGRAPH LINES 


Mr. COX also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


| 798) suppiemeutal to an act entitled ‘* An act 
! 


to aid in the construction of telegraph lines, 
and to secure to the Government the use of 
the same for postal, military, and other pur 


poses,’ approved July 24, 1866; which was 


'| read a first and second time, reierred to the 


Committee on the Post Office aud Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 


A GROSS OF MATCHES 
Mr. MERRIAM introduced a bill (H. KR. 
No. 794) to define a gross of matches, and for 
other purposes; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 


| Manufactures, and ordered to be printed 


LICENSING PILOTS. 


Mr. NEGLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


795 ) to provide for the better security of lite 
on board of vessels, &c., in relation t 
ing pilots; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed 


licens- 


REPEAL OF INCOME TAX, 


Mr. L. MYERS introduced 
tion (H. R. 


a joint resolu 


No. 67) to repeal the income tax; 


| which was read a first and second time. 


Nhe joint resolution, which was read, states 
in the preamble that by an act of Congress 
passed July 13, 1866, it was provided that the 
tax on ineomes should be levied In each year 
until and including the year 
longer; that by act of Congress passed March 
2. 1867, it was reaffirmed and enacted that th: 
tax on incomes should be levied uniil and 
including the year 1870, and no longer; and 
that by the act of July 14, 1870, the tax upon 


gr 
t 


incomes was levied for the year 1871 as wellas || 


for 1870, and the time fixed bylaw for the 
collection thereof has not yet arrived, and the 
immense surplus of the Government receipts 
above its expenditures proves that is no 
necessity for such collection; the resolution 
provides that all taxes upon incomes after the 
year 1870 shall be repealed. 

The joint resolution was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 


there 


NAVAL OFFICERS, SEAMEN, ETC. 


Mr. SWANN introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 


796) for the relief of petty officers, seamen, 
ordinary seamen, mechanics, firemen, coal- 
heavers, musicians, and boys in the United 
States Navy; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


1870, and no |} 


CHARLES BROWN. 


| Mr. DUKE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 797) 
| to extend letters-patent granted to Charies 
Brown ; which was read a first and second 
| time, and with accompanying papers referred 
| to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to 
| be printed. 


ROBERT CLARKE. 


Mr. PLATT introduced a bill (H. R. No 
| 798) to reimburse Robert Clarke, of Peters- 
| burg, Virginia. for rent of stables by the Uni- 
; ted States; which was read a first and second 
| time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


| 
| CATHERINE GERHARDT. 

Mr. PORTER introduced a bill (BH. R. No. 
799) granting a pension to Catherine Gerhardt ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


PUBLIC BUILDING 


Mr. WADDELL introduced a bill (H. R 
|| No. 800) to provide for a building for the use 
| of the post office and United States district 
court at Washington, North Carolina; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
and ordered to be printed. , 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES, 


Mr. SLOSS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

|| 801) for the removal of political disabilities o! 

| Thomas T. Sibley and others therein named, 

| citizens of Franklin county, Alabama; which 

| was read a first and second time, referred to 

the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 


EDUCATION 


| Mr. PERCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

|| 802) to establish an educational fund, and to 
| apply the proceeds of the public lands to the 

| education of the people; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Education and Labor, and ordered to be 
printed. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. BARRY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
|| 808) for the relief of the civil and politica! 
| disabilities of certain citizens of Mississippi, 
|| therein named; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SYPHER introduced a bill (H. R. No 
|| 804) to relieve certain citizens therein named 
|| of their legal and political disabilities; which 
|| was read a first and second time, referred to 
| the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
| to be printed. 

JOSEPH COFFMAN 


| Mr. SYPHER also introduced a bill (H. R 
No, 805) to relieve Joseph Coffman, of Louis 
| iana; which was read a first and second time. 
and with accompanying petition referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims, and 
| ordered to be printed 


NATIONAL CURRENCY. 
Mr. SHELDON introduced a bill (H. BR 


|| No. 806) to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to 
|| provide a national currency secured by a pledge 
| of United States bonds, and to provide for 
| the circulation and redemption thereof.’’ ap 
|| proved June 3, 1864; which was read a first 
|| and second time, referred to the Commiitee 
'on Banking and Currency, and ordered to be 
printed. 
CALCASIEU SULPHUR MINING COMPANY. 

‘| Mr. SHELDON also introduced a bill (H. 
|| R. No. 807) to allow the Calcasieu Sulphur 
Mining Company to import certain machinery 
| free of duty ; which was read a first and second 
|| time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
|| Means, and ordered to be printed. 


| 
1} 
| 
| 


COUNTERFEIT BANK NOTES, ETC 
| Mr. MONROE introduced a bill (H. RB. No, 
808) to prevent the circulation of counterfeit, 
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altered. and spurious United States national ESTABLISHMENT OF JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. 


bank notes: which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MONROE also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 809) to provide for the retirement of torn 
and mutilated bank notes: 
first and se 
on Banking and Currency, and ordered to be 
printed. 

TAX ON MATCHES. 


Mr. MONROE also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 810) to repeal the stamp tax upon lucifer 
and friction matches; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BUILDING, CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


Mr. STEVENSON introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 811) appropriating money for the pur- 
chase of a suitable site in the city of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, for the erection of a building to be used 
for the purpose of a custom-house, post office, 
and other Federal offices; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

IMPROVEMENT OF FALLS OF OITIO. 
‘Mr. STEVENSON 


also introduced a bill 


Mr. WILSON, of Indiana, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 819) establishing two judicial dis- 
tricts in Indiana; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the 


| Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


which was read a | 
‘ond time, referred tothe Committee | 


| 


| 
1 


MARTHA A. JONES. 


Mr. WILSON, of Indiana, also introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 820) granting a pension to 
Martha A. Jones; which was read a first and 
second time. referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


CIVIL SERVICE REFORM. 


Mr. WILSON, of Indiana, also introduced 
a joint resolution (H. R. No. 68) in relation to 
the duties of the advisory board in the matter 
of civil service reform to regulate appoint- 
ments to the civil service and compensation 
therefor; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the select Committee on the 
Reorganization of the Civil Service of the 
United States, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES CARROLL. 
Mr. ARTHUR introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


| 821) granting a pension to James Carroll, of 


Campbell county, Kentucky, crippled for life 


| while in line of duty in command of the United 


(H. R. No. 812) making an appropriation for | 


the improvement of the falls of the Ohio river 
and the Louisville and Portland canal; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


ADAM CARROLL. 


Mr. WILSON, of Ohio, introduced a bill | 


(H. R 
Carroll ; 
time, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 


No. 818) granting a pension to Adam 


INTERNAL COMMERCE. 


Mr. PECK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 814) | 


to facilitate internal commerce; which was read 

a first and second time, referred to the Com- 

mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
PENSIONS, 

Mr. MORGAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
815) to amend an act relating to pensions, 
approved July 27, 1868; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

RELIEF FROM CHARGE OF DESERTION. 

Mr. ADAMS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
816) relieving certain soldiers and sailors from 
the charge ot desertion; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

T. T. GARRARD. 

Mr. ADAMS also introduced a bill (H. R. 

No. 817) for the benetit of T. T. Garrard; 


which was read a first and second time, and | 


referred to the Committee of Claims. 


WAR OF 1812. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, introduced a | 


bill (H. R. No. 818) to amend the act of Feb- 
ruary 14, 1871, granting pensions to the sol 
diers of the war of 1812; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions and 
War of 1812. 

ENDOWMENT OF STATE UNIVERSITIES. 


Mr. BRIGHT presented a memorial of the 
Tennessee Legislature, asking appropriation 
of public land for the endowment of universi- 


ties in each of the States; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Education and Labor, | 


and ordered to be printed. 
GRANT OF LANDS FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES, 


Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, presented a 
resolution of the Tennessee Legislature, asking 
Congress to grant said State public lands to 
aid educational purposes; which was referred 
to the Committee on Education and Labor, 
and ordered to be printed. 


which was read a first and second | 
| pelled in whole or in part by steam, and for 





| on the 


States dispatch boat Sallie Woods, at Cairo, 
Illinois; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 
SECURITY OF LIFE ON STEAM-VESSELS. 

Mr. ARTHUR also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 822) to amend the eighteenth section 
of an act entitled ‘* An act to provide for the 
better security of life on board of vessels pro- 


other purposes,’’ approved February 28, 1871: 
which was read a firstand second time, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

SALE OF RECLAIMED LANDS 

Mr. TYNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

823) to authorize the survey and sale of lands 
reclaimed by the drainage of Beaver lake, in 
the State of Indiana; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

RESTRAINING SALE OF LANDS. 


Mr. TYNER also introduced a bill (H. R. 


|| No. 824) to prevent the further sale of the 


public lands fit for tillage ; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Com- 


| mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 


| 


| printed. 


W. A. SAYLOR. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Indiana, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 825) for the relief.of W. A. 
Saylor; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

JOSEPH CLYMER. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Indiana, also intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 826) for the relief of 
Joseph Clymer; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

BRIDGES ACROSS THE OHIO RIVER. 

Mr. KERR introduced a bill (H. R. No: 
827) to authorize the constructing of bridges 
across the Ohio river, and to prescribe the 
dimensions of the same; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Commit- 


| tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


APPEAL TO THE SUPREME COURT. 
Mr. KERR also introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 828) to grant to any person restrained | 


of his or her liberty a right of appeal to the 
Supreme Court of the United States from the 
final judgment of any circuit court thereof upon 
any petition for relief by writ of habeas corpus; 


| which was read a first and second time, re- 


ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 
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ADDITIONAL BOUNTY, 


Mr. KERR also introduced a bill (q R 
No. 829) to extend the time for presentin, 
claims for additional bounty; which was re,, 
a first and second time, referred to the — 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to e 
printed. 

CHALLENGE OF JURORS. 


Mr. KERR also introduced a bill (H. R 
No. 830) to repeal an act therein named. relat 
ing to certain causes of challenge of grand ay, 
petit jurors in the United States courts. a 
other matters ; which was read a first and gac 
time, referred to the Committee on the Jyq; 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 


JUDICIARY ACT AMENDMENT, 


Mr. KERR also introduced a bill (H, R 
No. 831) to repeal section one of an act ent 
tled ‘‘An act to amend an act entitled ‘An go: 
to amend the judiciary act,’ passed September 


| 24, 1789,”’ approved March 27, 1868; which was 


read 4 first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


REPEAL OF AN ACT. 


Mr. KERR also introduced a bill (H. k 
No. 832) to repeal an act therein described: 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 


HENRY C. MONROE. 


Mr. KERR also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 833) to grant a pension to Henry C. Mon. 
roe; which was an a first and second time. 
and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pep 
sions. 

JOHN A. CROHTER. 


Mr. HOLMAN introduced a bill (H. R. No 
834) granting a pension to John A. Crohier, of 
Indiana; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

DEAN A. WILLS. 


Mr. HOLMAN also introduced a bill (H 
R. No. 835) granting a pension to Dean A 


| Wills; which was read a first and second time 


and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen 
sions. 


J. AND O. P. COBB AND COMPANY. 
Mr. HOLMAN also introduced a bill (H. 


| R. No. 836) for the relief of J. & O. P. Cobt 


& Co.; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR SYSTEM 
Mr. COBURN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


| 837) to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act to reg 
ulate the diplomatic and consular system of 
' the United States,’’ approved August 18, 
| 1856; which was read a first and second time, 
| referred tothe Committee on Foreign Affairs, 


and ordered to be printed. 
ENLISTMENT OF MINORS. 
Mr. COBURWN also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 838) to provide that minors shall not 
be enlisted in the military or naval service o! 


the consent of 
parents or guardians; which was read a first 


' and second time, referred to the Committee 


on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
CALVIN A. ELLIOTT, 


Mr. COBURN also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 839) for the relief of Calvin A. Elliott, of 


| Indianapolis, in the State of Indiana; which 


was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 


PROCESS IN THE UNITED STATES COURTS. 


Mr. BURDETT introduced a bill (H. BR. 
No. 840) to provide for issuing service and 
return of original and final process in the cir 
cuit and district courts of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, re 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 
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MRS. EMMA A. PORCH. | 


Mr. BURDETT also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 841) to compensate Mrs. Emma A. | 
Porch for valuable services rendered the Army | 
of the United States ; which was read a first | 
and second time, referred to the Committee of | 
Claims, and with the accompanying papers | 
ordered to be printed. 

INTERNAL TAXES 


Mr. FINKELNBURG introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 842) amending an act to reduce internal | 
taxes, and for other purposes, approved July | 
14, 1870; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and | 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 


MARINE HOSPITAL AT ST. LOUIS. 


Mr. FINKELN BURG also introduced a bill 
H. R. No. 843) authorizing the transfer and 
exchange of two irregular strips of land ad- 
joining the marine hospital tract at St. Louis, 
Missouri; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDS. 
Mr. WELLS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


844) to provide for the sale of swamp or 
overflowed lands not otherwise disposed of; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


NAVIGATION OF THE GASCONADE RIVER 


Mr. WELLS also presented concurrent res- 
olutions of the State of Missouri, asking Con- 
gress to make an appropriation for the survey 
and improvement of the navigation of the Gas- 
conade river; which were referred to the 


Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be | 


printed. 

PORTAGE LAKE AND LAKE SUPERIOR CANAL. 
Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri, introduced 

a joint resolution (H. R. No. 69) extending 

the time for the completion of the Portage 

lake and Lake Superior ship-canal; which 





was read a first and second time, referred 
tothe Committee on the Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 


LAND TITLES IN MISSOURI. 


Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri, also intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 845) to quiet the title 
to certain lands in the State of Missouri; which 
was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 


BENJAMIN HOLMES. 


Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri, also intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 846) to relieve Ben- 
jamin Holmes of political disabilities imposed 
by the fourteenth article of amendments to 
the Constitution; which was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee | 


on the Judiciary. 


TINSLEY, VAN HORN, ET AL. 


Mr. KING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
847) for the relief of Tinsley, Van Horn & Co., 
Glenn, Overall & Clark, and J. N. Henderson 
& Co., of Louisiana, Missouri; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH CUPP. 
_Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 848) granting a pension to Eliza- 
beth Cupp, of Knox county, Missouri; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


DELILAH ROBINSON, 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, also introduced | 


a bill (H. R. No. 849) granting a pension to 


Delilah Robinson, of Macon, Missouri; which | 


was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


JOHN G. EITEL. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, also introduced a 
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bill (H. R. No. 850) granting a pension to John 

G. Eitel, of Kirksville, Missouri; which was 

read a first and second time, and referred to 
| the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, 


Mr. FOSTER, of Michigan, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 851) to provide for a fire-proof 
building for post office, United States court and 
its offices, and pension and internal revenue 
offices, in the city of Grand Rapids, Michigan ; 
which was read a first second time, referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 





WESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Mr. McCRARY introduced a bili (H. R. 


No. 852) in relation to the Western Pacific 
railroad; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the Committee on the Pacific | 


Railroad, and ordered to be printed. 
TENURE OF OFFICE. 
Mr. McCRARY also introduced a joiut res- 


olution (H. R. No. 70) proposing an amend- | 
ment to the Constitution of the United States | 
in relation to tenure of office; which was read | 


a first and second time, referred to the select 
Committee on the Civil Service. and ordered 
to be printed. 


MISSOURI VALLEY RAILROAD. 


Mr. McCRARY also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 853) granting the right of way to the 


a first and second time, referred to the Com 


printed. 
A. DOWNING. 
Mr. ORR introduced a bill (H. R. No. 854) 


for the relief of A. Downing, postmaster at 
Montana, Iowa; which was read a first and 


of Claims. 


JOHN 8. CORLETT. 


Mr. ORR also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
855) granting a pension to John S. Corlett; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 





TYLER, TEXAS. 
Mr. HERNDON introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 856) for a suitable building for the United 
States court, post office, and internal revenue 


offices in the city of Tyler, State of Texas; | 
which was read a first and second time, and | 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings | 





and Grounds. 
TRUSSES FOR INVALID SOLDIERS. 

Mr. COTTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
857) to provide for furnishing trusses to inva- 
lid soldiers; which was read afifst and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ISLANDS IN WISCONSIN RIVER. 


Mr. BARBER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
858) granting to the State of Wisconsin the 
islands in the Wisconsin river ; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 


COURTS IN WISCONSIN. 


Mr. RUSK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 859) 
to change the time for holding the circuit and 


which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN. 


Mr. RUSK also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 860) to authorize the construction of a 
building suitable for a court-house and for the 


| 





second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds, 


Missouri Railroad Company; which was read | 


mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 


second time, and referred to the Committee || 


district courts of the United States for the | 
western district of Wisconsin at La Crosse; | 


use of the officers of the United States at La | 
Crosse, Wisconsin ; which was read a first and || 


| 


ROBERT M KEE. 


| Mr. RUSK also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 861) directing the payment to Robert 
McKee of the pay, allowance, and bounty now 
withheld from him; which was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 


LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN. 


Mr. RUSK also introduced a bill (H. R. 
| No. 862) to create a port of delivery at La 
| Crosse, Wisconsin, and to provide for the ap- 
pointment of a surveyor of customs thereat; 
| which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
DUPLICATE CHECKS. 

Mr. RUSK also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 863) to authorize the payment of dupli- 
cate checks of disbursing officers ; which was 


read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 
PAYMENTS ON PREEMPTIONS. 

Mr. DUNNELL introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 864) to extend the time of payment for 
their lands by persons holding preémptions on 
| the public lands in the State of Minnesota ; 
| which was read a first and second time, re- 
| ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES GEORGE. 
| Mr. DUNNELL also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 865) for the relief of Colonel James 
George, of Minnesota ; which was read a first 


and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 


| 
| 
1 
| 
1} 
] 
| 
| 


ABIAL MORRISON. 


|| Mr. SLATER introduced a bill (H. R. 
| No. 866) to indemnify Abial Morrison for 
|| property destroyed by hostile Indians in Wash- 
ington Territory in the years 1855 and 1856; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 





| OREGON CLAIMS. 


| Mr. SLATER also introduced a bill (H. R. 
| No. 867) to provide for the payment of certain 
claims against the provisional government of 
Oregon; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 
HARBOR OF PORT ORFORD, OREGON. 

Mr. SLATER also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 868) to authorize the survey of the harbor 
of Port Orford, Oregon; which was read a first 


and second time, and referred to the Commit 
tee on Commerce. 


IRA MAYFIELD. 


Mr. SLATER also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 869) granting a pension to Ira Mayfield, 
of Oregon; which was read a first and sec 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS IN OREGON. 


| Mr. SLATER also introduced a bill (H. R. 
| No. 870) to provide for the removal of obstruc- 
| tions to the navigation of the Columbia river ; 
} 





which was read a first and second time, and 
| referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SLATER also introduced a bill (H. R. 
| No. 871) to provide for the removal of obstruc 
| tions to the navigation of the Columbia and 
| Willamette rivers at St. Helen’s bar, Oregon ; 
| which was read a first and second time, and 
|| referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


| INDIAN LANDS EN KANSAS, 
| 


Mr. LOWE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
872) to provide for the sale of certain Indian 
|| lands in Kansas; which was read a first and 
| second time, referred to the Committee on 
| Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LOWE also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 878) for the relief of settlers on the Osage 
lands in the State of Kansas; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed, 
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————— 


J. A. SOWARD., 


Mr CHAFFEE introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 874) for the relief of J. A. Soward; which 
was :ead a firs aud second time, and referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
hoads 

METROPOLITAN POLICE, 


Mr. CHIPMAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
k75) to amend and consolidate the several acts 
establishing and relating to a Metropolitan 
police of the District of Columbia; which was 
read a firat and second time, referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed 


DEBT OF WASHINGTON CITY 


Mr. CHIPMAN also introduced a bill (H 
it. No. 876) to fund the debt of the city of 
Washington; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ACCKETION®S IN PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. CHIPMAWN also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 877) relating to accretions in the public 
land States and Territories, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read a first and second time, 
referred tothe Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The States and Territo- 
ries having been called through for bills on 
leave and joint resolutions, they will now be 
called for House resolutions and bills for 
action at the present time. 


PRANSCONTINENTAL SHIP-CANAL 


| 


Mr. LYNCH submitted the following reso- | 


lution: 
Resolved, That the President be requested to take 


such steps as may be deemed necessary to ascertain | 


the views of European Governments in regard to 
international codperation for the construction of a 
ship-canal between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. 

Mr. BANKS. This resolution, which would 
commit the Government to a very important 

ep, ought not to be adopted without consid- 
‘ tion, | 
| Mr. Lynen | to consent to its reference to 


ask the gentleman from Maine | 


the Committee on Foreign Affairs, assuring | 


him that it shall, as promptly as possible, be 
reported upon 


Mr. LYNCH 


lf the chairman of the Com- 


mittee on Foreign Affairs desires that disposi- | 


tion of the subject I have no objection. 
The SPEAKER. It is so referred. 
FRENCH SPOLLATIONS. 


Mr. LYNCH. If it bein order I have a 
memorial which | should like to introduce and 
have printed in the Globe. 

lhe SPEAKER. Is i 
this same subject? 

Mr. LYNCH. No, sir. 
to French spoliation claims, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recognize 
the gentleman on that subject after the morn- 
ing hour. 

RELIEF FROM [IMPORT DUTIES. 


Mr. HALE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 878) 
to relieve American-built steamers and vessels 
from import duties laid upon materials and 
articles entering into their construction, repair, 
and use; which was read a first and second 
time 

The bill provides thatall import duties here- 
after collected on materials entering into the 
construction of vessels and steamers built in 
the United States shall be returned to the 
builders thereof, under regulations to be estab- 
lished for such purpose by the Secretary of 
the T'reasury; and all articles of foreign pro 
duct needed for subsistence ou American ves- 
sels and steamers engaged in foreign trade, 
or in the use or repair of American vessels and 
steamers, may be withdrawn from bonded 
warehouses free of duty. 

Mr. HALE. I demand the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 


in connection with 


It is in reference 


Mr. DAWES. [hope that will not be done, 
but that the bill will be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. COX. I call for the reading of that 
bill again. 

Mr. KELLEY. I rise to a point of order. 
Hus the gentleman from Maine given notice 
of his intention to submit that bill? 

The SPEAKER. That is a question of 


fact. 

Mr. HALE. I have given notice under the | 
rules. 

The SPEAKER. So the clerks inform the 
Chair. 


lhe bill was again read. 

Mr. DAWES. 
matter is before the Committee of Ways and 
Means. and this bill should go to that com- 
mittee. 

The House divided, and there were—ayes 
15, noes 70; no quorum voting. 

The SPEAKER under the rule ordered 
tellers, and appointed Mr. Ranpaui and Mr. 
HAte. 

Mr. COX. 
on this subject. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 


I wish to call the yeas and nays 


reported—ayes 59, noes 64. 


So the House refused to second the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. DAWES. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to debate the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. RANDALL. Thatis all right; let it be 
referred to a committee. 

Mr. COX. I desire to say this—— 

Mr. RANDALL. 
we have an opportunity to reply. 

The SPEAKER, Debate is not in order. 

Mr. COX. I wish to make a parliamentary 
inquiry; that is, when will this subject come 
up again if the motion of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to refer the bill to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means be voted down? 

The SPEAKER. It could not be debated 
on the day of its introduction. 

Mr. COX. 
side of the House 
The SPEAKER. 
debate the resolution. 

Mr. DAWES. 
the Committee of Ways and Means now. 





The gentleman cannot 


I object to debate unless | 


| ary point. 
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bills and resolutions, and the gentleman fron, 
Wisconsin must be aware of the very gm.) 
probability of its being reached under thes. 
circumstances. 

Mr. RANDALL. I desire to know whethe, 
the Committee of Ways and Means is not th. 
appropriate commiitee to which this should go 
I cannot approve of having an_ important }j) 
like this snapped through the House with, 
any consideration. : 


Mr. DAWES. It concerns the duties to | 


| levied on certain materials, and therefore shoy 


I should like to say that || 


go to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. COX. It concerns commerce rathe; 
than the tariff, and I submit that question ,, 
the Chair. 
The SPEAKER. That is not a parliamen: 
It is one for the House and not the 


| Chair to determine. 


I wish to say that we on this | 


The whole subject is before | 


Mr. COX. A committee which will never | 


do anything to rescue our shipping. 

Mr. RANDALL. You cannot take snap- 
judgment ona bill like this, and push it through 
the House without debate. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend the 
motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
that this bill be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not see why this bill 
should go to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. [rise toa parliamentary 
inquiry. Ifthe motion of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts does not prevail will not the bill 
be before the House for the purpose of debate, 


going over to some day when it can be reached? | 


Mr. DAWES. That isa question which the 
gentleman from Wisconsin can answer for bim- 
self, as he is well aware that reaching a meas- 


ure is one of the most uncertain problems in | 


this House. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. Not quite so uncertain 


The question was on Mr. Houmay’s amend. 
ment, to refer the bill to the Committee oy 
Commerce, instead of the Committee of Ways 
and Means; and being taken, was decided jin 
the negative—ayes 55, noes 74. 

So the House refused to refer the bill to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs oy 
the motion of the gentleman from Massachu. 
setts, [Mr. Dawes, } to refer the bill to the Com 


| mittee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. On that question I de 


| mand the yeas and nays. 


The SPEAKER. Pending that demand fo; 
the yeas and nays the morning hour has ex 
pired, and the bill goes over. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. It is just as well that it 
should be so as to have it in the hands of the 
Ways and Means Committee. 

FRENCH CLAIMS. 


Mr. LYNCH. I ask unanimous consent to 
present a memorial of the merchants of Por 


| land, asking indemnity for French claims, and 


| Globe. 


request that it be printed in the Globe. 

Mr. BANKS. I object to printing in the 
There are hundreds of these memo 
rials presented every day. 

Mr. LYNCH. The printing of this one wi! 
serve for all. 

Mr. BANKS. 1 know it; but then it will be 
on record that one is printed in the Globe and 
another is not. I insist on my objection. 

The SPEAKER. The order to print in the 
Globe requires unanimous consent, and the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Bayxs} 
Objects. The memorial will be referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF PENSIONS 


Mr. WILLARD, by unanimous consent, pre 
sented a report of the Commissioner of Ben 
sions, addressed to Hon. C. W. WILLarD, chair 
man of the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions and the War of 1812, and asked that it be 
printed in the Globe. 

There was no objection. The report is as 
follows : 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
PENSION BurgEaU, January 6, 1872. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 


| of your communication of the 28th ultimo, relative 


to various questions involved in contemplated 
amendments to the act of February 14, 1871, grant 
ing pensions to the survivors of the war of 1812 wh 
served sixty days, and to their widows, and also to 
matters connected with the bounty land division otf 


|| this office; and, in compliance with your request 
| to furnish the following iutormation, taken frow 


as to bury it in the hands of the Committee of || 


Ways and Means. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not see why the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin should say that the bill 
would be buried in the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Because it has been the 
grave of all such things. 

Mr. DAWES. This committee has not had 
time to dig anybody’s grave. 

the SPEAKER. If the resolution goes 


over, it will be open for debate in the fraction 
of any future morning hour remaining after _ 
going through with the call of States for || 


the files and records of this bureau, in reply to the 
interrogatories contained in your letter, which ar 
answered seriatim, 

I. “How many soldiers served in the war of 1812 
and the length of service, whether one month, two 
months, or more?” 

The number of soldiers, sailors, and marines who 

served twelve months or more.................0-++ 63,1 
Number of militia who served six months or 


AT incasvccktecest nt bivecAathd A cwodk hk colcssecba gees OlO™ 
Number of militia who served three months _ 

i A End ens iia 125,645 
Number of militia who served one month or 
ID iia. . cscccnnes Ress hod celia dite. bddecavaseichocsgee 125,307 

Number of militia who served less than one 
III snetiicutacteniaedeelinaicniidiantsigbe seve) 47 200 
NE a cceshintsniinnsianiaat Rtedieennitiin gee 
—— 


1872 


————— 


g"% 
jssued t 
jaw; 2&0 
what ye 

To g1' 
desire 
jonger | 
I have 
ation tv 
Numbe 

the- 

Act 0! 

Act vu: 

Act 0! 


Tot 
III. 


jssued 1 
Under | 
Under 


Tot 


To ¢ 
jssued 
ted to | 
immed 

reat v 
“TV. 
wars 0 
of Tip! 

The 
being 
Adjut: 
menta 


issued 
ip tha 

To 2 
exam! 
yond 
nitud: 
unless 

VL 
under 
pensi 
Survi 

rua 
Wido 

dur 


T 


VI 
for p 
yt 80 

Ap 
of Fe 
Sarv 


Wik 








ather 
1On to 


ment 
Ot the 


nend- 


hat it 
of the 


ant to 
Port 
Sy and 


n the 
1@mo 


e wil 


rill} be 
@ and 


in the 
d the 
ANKS | 
(0 the 


ONS 


, pre 
Ben 
chair 
Pen- 
t it be 


is as 


1872. 

eceipt 
lative 
plated 
grant 
12 whe 
ilso to 
1on of 
quest 
1) from 
to the 
ch ar 


f 1812 
h, two 


s who 
63,175 
63,328 

125,645 

125,307 
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527,654 


—_ 


II. “How many bounty-land warrants have been 
ed to soldiers of the war of 1812, and uncer what 
—_ and, as near as conveniently practicable, in 
laws years were they issued ?” 
what ive the figures accurately under the headings 
ae e would require a large force of clerks and 
yond time than appears to have been anticipated, 
ersre therefore made, very ons an approxim- 
Pe 0 at has been requested, — 
ae or of warrants issued to soldiers of 1812, under 
~ the— 


NG pices, epic aecieetasa elven 29,000 

o of Septem ber 28, 1800........cceeceececemer cosees ~ 500 
Act of March 3, 1855...-.ssse--sesssseseeneoesannes seen 129,500 
Total -.scecnsussesesssessensevesssseeesenssnsen sensseneeesennecs 181,000 





lll. “How many bounty-land warrants have been 
sssued to widows of soldiers in the war of 1812? 


7 ac se ember 28, 1850.............0002014,850 
der the act of Septem a, 3S 
ver the act of March 3, 1855.............:ceeeeeeenes 67,340 

Total ......seceeees a a a a 82,190 


To give the years in which the above warrants were 
jssued would involve more time than I a pe rmit- 
tedtotake. I can merely state thatin the few years 
immediately following the passage of each act, the 
great majority of warrants under thesame was issued. 

IV. “How many persons served in the Indian 
wars of the Northwest, commencing with the battle 
of Tippecanoe, and what was the length of service? 

The necessary data to reply to this question not 
being in my possession, it has been reterred to the 
Adjutant General, On receipt of hisreply a supple- 
mental report touching this point will be made. 


bark Alice Tarlton ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


DRAKE'S PATENT FUSE 
Mr. HOAR, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 879) authorizing the 
Secretary of War to purchase Drake's patent 
fuse ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


OFFICERS OF NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE, ETC, 
Mr. SLOCUM. Lusk unanimous consent to 
offer the following resolution of inquiry. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to inform this House whetber or not the 
conduct of the principal officers of the custom-house 
at New York, and the collectors and assessors of 
internal revenue in nearly all the districts of the 
State of New York, in absenting themselves from 
their duties and visiting Albany tor the parpose of 
influencing the action of the State Legislature in its 
organization isconsistent with the civil service pol- 
icy recently adopted by the Treasury Department, 
and avowed to be the policy of the present Adminis- 
tration; and if such conduct is not deemed econsist- 
eut with said policy, whether such officers, or any of 
them, have been reprimanded or in any manner 


|, punished for their offense. 


Vy. ‘How many bounty-land warrants have been 
igsued to the soldiers, and to the widows of soldiers || 


in that Indian war?” — : ; 

To give the information desired would require an 
examination of nearly the whole work of the divis- 
ion—an undertaking of almost impr .cticable mag- 
nitude. I therefore omit an answer to this question 
unless further requested by the honorable committee. 

VI. ‘How many pensions have been granted 
under the law passed at the last Congress giving 
pensions to the soldiers of the war of 1812?” 


Survivors’ pensions granted under the act of Feb- 


ruary 14, 1871, to December 31, 1871.............. 10,371 
Widows’ pensiens granted under the same act 

during that period......... iid dadelaN sdk Gases <teae cdieyh 1,349 

RR enn one ies cat ese cae umencabenhieeheieesn 11,720 


VII. ‘How many applications have been made 


for pensions under that law by soldiers; by widows | 


of soldiers?” ; 
Applieations for pensions received under the act 
of February 14, 1871, to December 31, 1871: 





BaP PAG ONG coscoccecacoe da cence ih ec denaaadeeaebale edetebitee 26,058 
RRREINNIIN 5. cn uy ccabemusdancw atiexs tasacadeunde siaabibaaicatsaian 7,783 
errr uk castes sac scr oenvecneucaernanetbiinaeas 33,841 





VIII. “ What number of pensions will probobly 
be granted upon the applications now on file in your 
Department under the law; and what are your 
reasons for your estimate of the number?” 

Of 26,058 claims filed under the act of February 
lt, 1871, by survivors of the war of 1812, 11,482 were 
sdjusted trom the organization of the division, May 
1, 1871, to December 31, 1871. 
aimitted and 1,111 were rejected, or 10.7 per cent. of 
the disposals. It is our experience in this class of 
claims, that the percentage of rejections gradually 
enlarges as time elapses. An estimate made on the 
15th of October, shows but 8.4 per cent. of disposals 
rejected to that date. From observation touching 
this point, and the operation of legitimate causes, 
such as an increase in the number of claims abated 
by reason of the death of claimants, &c., lam led to 


believe the average proportion of rejections in sur- || 


vivors’ claims will be one sixth of the whole num- 
ber, Assuming this to be correct, of the 26,058 claims 
filed to the close of last year 4,514 will be rejected, 
and 21,544 will be admitted to pensions. 

Ut 7,783 claims filed by the widows of soldiers 
during a corresponding period, 1,730 had been ad- 
judicated up to the 3lst ultimo. 
rejected, and 1,349 admitted: 
age of rejections to be 28.2. 
find an increase in the ratio of rejections to admis- 
sions, as We progress in our work, but not in as great 
& degree as in the survivors’ claims. 

Assuiuing thirty-three and one third per cent. as 
the average proportion that will be rejected of 7,782 
applications on file, 5,189 will be granted pensions 
and 2.594 will be rejected. 


Uniting these classes, and we will havea total of 
admitted claims of 26,733 


tis proper to add that this office has estimated 


Of these, 10,371 were | 


Of these 381 were | 
showing the percent- | 
In these claims we also | 


the number of persons probably entitled to the ben- | 


efits of the act of February 14, 1871, at the date of 


18 passage to be 40,138, thus leaving 6,292, less the | 


number who have deceased since that date, yet to 
apply. These applications are still being received 
at an average daily rate of twenty-six, as shown by 
Me receipts during the month of December. 


ery respectfully, 
J. H. BAKER, Commissioner. 


Hon. C. W. Wittarp, Chairman Committee on Revo- 


lutionary Pensions and War of 1812, present. 
BARK ALICE TARLTON 


_ Mr. TWICHELL, by unanimous consent, 
iutroduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 71) 
authorizing the American register of the Dutch 


42p Cone. 2p Sess.—-No. 20. 


| 
| 





Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
INCREASE OF PENSIONS 
Mr. SESSIONS, by unanimous consent, in- 


troduced a bill (H. R. No. 880) allowing totally 
disabled soldiers and seemen increased pen- 


I object. 


| sions; which was referred to the Committee 





on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
CAPTAIN ALONZO J. MARSH, 


Mr. SESSIONS also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 881) restoring Captain Alonzo J. Marsh 
to his position in the Army, and providing that 
he be honorably mustered out the service as 
of the date of the muster out of bis regiment ; 


which was reada first and second time, reterred | 


to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


CATHRON AND MAGUIRE 
Mr. DU BOSE, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 882) relieving Cathron 


& Maguire, bankers and brokers of the city of 
tome, Georgia, from the payment of internal | 


revenue taxes; which was read a first and 
second time, and, with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

GREAT AND LITTLE WABASH RIVERS 


Mr. CREBS, by unanimous consent, intro- 


duced a bill (H. R. No. 883) for the improve- | 


ment of the Great Wabash river, and for a sur- 
vey of the Little Wabash river; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


BOUNTIES TU COLURED SULDIUKS, 


Mr. PLATT, by unanimous consent, submit 
ted the following resolution; which was read, 


| considered, and «greed to: 


Resolved, Thatthbe Committee on Military Affairs 
be requested to inquire into the propriety of so 
amending existing laws forthe payment of bounties 
to colored soldiers as to permit the payment of 
bounties to men who were slaves at the time of en- 
listment, under the same rules and regulations as 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


duced a bill (H. R. 


305 


to the appropriate committee, and all committees 


are authorized to report such resolutions at any 
time. 


Mr. WOOD. | object to that. 

Mr. POLAND. I only ask that the resolu- 
tion be referred to the Committee on the Rules. 

Mr. WOOD. Ido not object to its refer- 
ence, but I do object to its adoption. 

The resolution was received by unanimous 
consent, and referred to the Committee on the 
Rules. 

OUTFIT OF MEN IN THB NAVY 
Mr. NEGLEY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
No. 884) authorizing aon 
outfit of clothing to men in the Navy; which 
was read 4 first and second time, referred to 


the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 


ELECTION CONTEST—BOLES VS. EDWARDS 
Mr. McCRARY presented the petition and 


| affidavit of Hon. Joan Epwarps in the con- 


tes' ed-election 


case of Boles vs. Edwards; 
which were referred to the Committee of Elec- 


| tions, and ordered to be printed. 


JALL iN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. CHIPMAN, by unanimous consent, sub- 


mitted the following resolution ; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be 
requested to communicate to this House such inform- 
ation as he may possess relative to the legislation of 
Congress with regard to the construction ofa jail for 
the District of Columbia, and his action, or that of 
his predecessors, or other persons, pursuant thereto; 
and that he also communicate to this House inform- 
ation as to the condition and capacity of the present 
jail structure, the reasons for constructing a new 
building, and such plans or suggestions as he may 
desire to submit relative to the same, together with 
any information in his Department showing the 
necessity for a penitentiary in the said District. 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 
Mr. SNAPP, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 72) to 


amend the Constitution of the United States ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 


| to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 


to be printed. 
The SPEAKER, The Chair desires to state 
that all references made by unanimous con 


| sent after the morning hour on Monday the 


govern the payment of bounties to other soldiers of || 


the late war. 
PENSION? 


Mr. PLATT also. by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
be requested to inquire into the expediency of se 
amending existing pension laws as to permil pen- 
sions to be paid to the widows of soldiers of the war 
of 1812, married during the time of service of said 


| soldiers, but after enlistment. 


| 


| 


i 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 


Mr. POLAND. I ask unanimous consent 
to offer the following resolution for reference 
to the Committee on the Rules: 


Resolved, That every resolution calling upon the 
President or the head of any Department for inform- 
ation tobe laid before Congress shal! first be referred 


Chair holds to be subject to the rule of the 
morning hour, which is that they shall not be 
brought back by motions to reconsider. 


AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES, 


Mr. WILSON, of Ohio, by unanimous con 
sent, submitted the following resolution ; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and be is hereby, requested to furnish this House 
with a statement showing what States have adopted 
the provisionsof the act of July 2, 1862, entitled ** An 
act donating public lands to the several States and 
Territories which may provide colleges for the 
benefit of agriculture and the mechanic arts,’’ the 
date of such acceptance, the amount of land scrip 


issued to each State, and to whom the same was 
delivered. 


INTERFERENCE OF FEDERAL OFFICIALS 


Mr. COGHLAN. lask unanimous consert 
to offer the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be, and 
are hereby, instructed to ascertain and report to the 
House at an early day whether any United States 
commissioner or other civil officer of the United 
States has, under color of any act of Congress, or 
otherwise, interfered with or attempted to obstruc 
the organization or business of the Legislature of 
theState of Louisiana; and that said committee have 
power to send for persons and papers. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. COGHLAN. 
rules. 

The SPEAKER. ‘There is a motion to sus 
pend the rules pending, and the Chair cannot 
entertain anything until that motion is disposed 
of, except by unanimous consent. 


L object. 
1 move to suspend the 


REPORT OF SUPERVISING ARCHITECT. 
Mr. PLATT, by unanimous consent, submit- 


ted the following resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, That two thousand copies of the report of 
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the supervising architect of the Treasury be printed 
for the use of Congress, and one thousand copies of 
the same for the use of the Treasury Department. 


REPEAL OF 

Mr. HOLMAN 
The SPEAKER 
called for, ihe Hous 


INCOME TAX, 


I call for the regular order. 

Che regular order being 
e will proceed to the con- 
siderat of a resolution, which comes over 
from the last Monday the House was in ses 
gion, offered by the gentle 
cut, [ Mr. KeLLoGa 


man from Connecti- 
and upon the ad mption of 
which he has moved a suspension of the rules. 
The Clerk will re port the i olution. 

The Clerk read as fo 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be requested to reporta bill for the consideration 
of this House, as carly in January next as practica 
ble, forthe immediate repeal of the provisions for 
the collection of the income tax. 

The pending question was upon suspending 
the rules and adopting the resolution. 

Mr. DAWES. Ifthe gentleman will modify 
the resolution by strii ing out the words "* 12 
Will not 


lows: 


January next’’ I his reso- 
lution 

Mr. KELLOGG. I will do so. 

Mr. DAWES And I will ask the yeas and 
nays in order to get the sense of the House. 

Mr. SULEVIENSON. Is it in order to mod- 
ify the resolution now? 

The SPEAKER. Only by unanimous con- 
gent, | ending a motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Then I object. 

Mr. KILLOGG. Can I offer a substitute 
for the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. 
rules and pass the resolution cuts off allamend- 
ments. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I hope the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Srevenson] will withdraw his 
objec tion. 

Mr. STEVENSON. The gentleman intro- 
duced his resolution as he wanted it. 

Mr. KELLOGG. 
hope the gentleman will not take advantage of 
such a small technicality as that. 

Mr. DAWES. 
by yeas and nays, so as to ascertain the senti- 
ment of the House on this subject. 

Mr. COX. 
vote upon it 

Mr. DAWES. 
resolution 

Mr. KELLOGG. I withdraw the motion 
to su pend the rules, and I also withdraw the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER. 
before the House. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I now offer a resolution 
which I send to the Clerk's desk. 

Mr. COX. I ask consentto introduce a bill 
to r peal the income ta). 

The SPEAKER. 
necticut [Mr. KeLtLoce) bas been recognized 
by the Chair. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Waysand Means 
be requested to report a bill for the consideration of 
this House as early as practicable forthe immediate 
repeal of the provisions for the collection of the in- 
Come tax. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and the resolution adopted. 

Mr. DAWES. I call for the yeas and nays. 


Oppose 


I shall myself vote for this 


The resolution is not 


The gentleman from Con- 


A motion to suspend the | 


I desire a vote of the House | 


Lteport a bill and let the House | 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that the reso- | 


lution be lnid on the table. 

TheSPEAKER. That motion is notin order 
pending the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The gqueshion was then taken ; and there | 


were—yeas 71, nays 81, not voting 86; as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Ambler, Archer, Arthur, 
Banks, Beck, Beveridge, Bird, Austin Blair, James 
Q@. Biair, George M. Brooks, Buffinton. Coghlan, 
Cox, Creely. Dawes, DuBose, Duell, Ely, Frye, Gar- 
field, Getz, Goodrich, Harmer. John W. Hazleton, 
Herndon, Hour. Hooper, Houghton, Kelley, Kellogg. 
Ketcham, Killinger, Lamport, Lynch, McClelland, 


. 


McHenry, Merriam, Benjamin F. Meyers, Monroe. 
Leonard 


Myers, Negley, Niblack. Peck, Peters, 


Yes, last December. I |! 


R. Roberts, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sessions, Sheldon, 
Shellabarger, Sherwood, Slocum, H. 
Smith, Snapp, Sovder. Starkweather, Strong,Swann, 
Twichell,Upson, Wakeman, Waldron, Wells, Wheel- 


| er, Williams of New York, and Winchester—71. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Averill, Barber, Barry, 
Beatty, Bright, Buckley. Burchard, Burdett, Benjamin 
F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Caldwell, Coburn,Con- 
ger, Cotton, Crebs, Crossland, Donnan, Dox, Duke, 
Dunnell, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Finkelnburg, Wilder 
LD. Foster, Garrett. Hale, Hancock, Handley. Harper, 
Jobn T. Harris, Havens, Hay, Gerry W. Hazleton, 
llereford, Hibbard, Holman, Kerr, Leach, Lewis, 
Lowe, MeCormick, McCrary, MeKee, Mereur Mor- 
gan, Orr, Packard, Palmer, lloseaW.Parker, Isaae C. 
Parker, Perce, Platt, Poland, Porter, Read, Edward 
Y. Rice, John M. Rice, Rusk, Seeley, Shanks, Slater, 
Sloss, John A. Smith, Thomas J. Speer, Sprague, 
Stevens, Stevenson, Terry. Turner, Tyner, Van 
Trump. Waddell, Walden, Walls, Whitthorne, Wil- 
lard, Williams of Indiana, Jeremiah M. Wilson, 
John T. Wilson, and Wood—8l. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Barnum, Bell, 
Bigby. Biggs, Bingham, Braxton. James Brooks, 
Campbell, Carroll, Clarke, Cobb, Comingo, Connor, 


| Critcher, Darrall, Davis, De Large, Dickey, Eames, 





Edwards, Elliott, Farwell, Forker, Charles Foster, 
Ilenry D. Foster, Golladay, Griffith. Haldeinan, 
Halsey, Hambleton, Hanks, George E. Harris, Haw- 
ley, Hays, Hill, Kendall, King, Kinsella, Lamison, 
Lansing, Manson, Marshall, Maynard. MeGrew, 
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—~ 


Mr. HOLMAN. I object to the eo; 
tion of this proposition at the prese; 
and raise the point of order that no n 


18iderg. 
1 ti me, 
Otice has 


The SPEAKER. This is a House resoly 


tion offered under a motion to suspend tj, 
| rules. : 


| mittee to send for persons and papers. 


| is to suspend the rules. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Then I object to that por 
tion just read, proposing to authorize the com 
The SPEAKER. The whole question y 
be settled by the House. The pending moti; 
The point of the yen. 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Hotmay} is mag, 

under the rules. 
The Clerk continued the reading of the rego, 
lution, as follows: 


And is hereby directed to examine into all the 
cuinstances touching the alleged assignment af», 
said; and further to examine into the question o: 
the validity of the claim of the said Atchison ond 
Pike’s Peak Railroad Company, now called Centra! 
Branch Union Pacific Railroad Company, to any os 
the lands as aforesaid, and report by bill or ot} 


cir. 


ie: 


| wise, 


McIntyre, McJunkin, McKinney, MeNeely, Mer- | 


rick, 
Pendleton, Aaron F. Perry, Eli Perry, Price, Prin- 
die, Rainey, Robinson, Sawyer, Scofield, Shober, 
Shoemaker, Worthington C. Smith, R. Milton Speer, 
Storm, Stoughton, Stowell, St. John, Sutherland, 
Sypher, Taffe, Thomas, Dwight Townsend, Wash- 


| ington Townsend, Tutbill, Vaughan, Voorhees, Wal- 


lace, Warren, Whiteley, and Young—S86. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) | 


Mitchell, Moore, Morey, Morphis, Packer, | 


And be it further resolved, That a copy of this 
resolution be delivered to the Secretary of the Inte 
rior; and he is hereby requested to suspend any 


| and all action within the Department of the Inte 


the motion to suspend the rules was not || 


agreed to. 


During the call of the roll, 
Mr. BRIGHT said: I would like to make 


an inquiry in relation to the resolution now | 


pending. I have been somewhat embarrassed 


|| in regard to the vote which I ought to give. 


The SPEAKER. 
suspended for debate. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 
statement, and I will put it in the form of a 
question of order. 
provisions of the act of July 14—— 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I vote ‘‘no.’’ 

The result of the vote was announced as 


The roll-call cannot be 


| above stated. 


APPOINTMENTS TO CIVIL SERVICE. 
Mr. UPSON. I move to suspend the rules 
in order to adopt the following resolution: 
Resolved, That theselect Committeeon the Reform 


of the Civil Service be directed to report a bill pro- | 
| viding, so faras practicable, for the admission to the | 


civil service of a number of persons from each State 
in proportion to its population, and also giving the 


preference to those candidates who have rendered to | 


the Government honorable service as soldiers and 
sailors, 

The motion to suspend the rules was agreed 
to, and the resolution was adopted. 


SUBSIDIES TO RAILROADS. 


Mr. MOORE. I move to suspend the rules 


for the purpose of adopting the resolution which 
I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whereas, under an act of Congress of July 2, 1862, 
a subsidy in lands and bonds was made, among 
others, to the now Kansas Pacific Railroad 
pany and to the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad 
Company, and by the act of Congress of July 23, 
1866, a grant of land was made to the State of Kan- 


| sas for the use and benefit of the St. Joseph and 


Denver City Raitroad Company ; and whereas it is | 
claimed by the Atchison and Pike’s Peak Railroad | 
Company, now called Central Branch Union Pacific | 


Railroad Company, that the Hannibaland St. Joseph 
Railroad Company made in 1865 an assignment to it 
of ail its rights and franchises created by said act of 
Congress of 1862; and whereas it is claimed by the 


two other said companies that said assignment is | 


| absolutely null and void, and that it was fraudu- 


Pottor, Randall, Ritchie, Ellis H. Roberts, William |! 


lently made, and that improper and corrupt means | 


were employed to secure the making thereof; and 


| whereas the said Atchison and Pike’s Peak Railroad 
Company now known as the Central Branch Union | 


Pacific Railroad Company, is now claiming a large 
part of thelands granted to each of said other com- 


panies, and demanding United States patents there- | 
for from the Secretary of the Interior: Now, there- 


tore, 

Be it resolved, That the matters herein set forth 
are hereby referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary for examination and report; that said com- 
mittee is hereby empowered to send for persons and 
papers, and to examine witnesses under oath—— 


[ would like to make a/| 


I understand that by the | 


Com- | 

















rior touching the issuing of patents to ecithor of 
the aforesaid companies to any of the lands abou: 
the right of which any controversy exists, uy: 
after the said Committee on the Judiciary ghali 
have made its report to this Ilouse upon the mar. 
ters herein specified and the report shall have been 
finally acted upon. 


Mr. RANDALL. Is it notin the power of 


| the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Moore] to 


give us some explanation of this resolution? 
| have no doubt it is all right; but still we 


| lack information. 


The SPEAKER. An explanation can only 
be made by unanimous consent. ; 

Mr. RANDALL. I hope unanimous con 
sent will be given, so that the gentleman may 
make an explanation. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Moore] can 
address the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. LI hope the gentleman will 
be permitted to explain the object of the reso 
lution. 

Mr. MOORE. I suggest that the portion of 
the resolution which empowers the commiitee 
to send for persons and papers be struck out, 
and then it will be a mere resolution of inquiry, 
directing the Judiciary Commitee to examine 
and report to this House whether any of these 
transactions have been fraudulent, or whether 
patents for lands which ought not to be issued 
are likely to be issued. 

Mr. HOLMAN. If the gentleman strikes 
out that portion of his resolution, understand- 
ing that this is a mere controversy between 
these two companies, and that the committee 
is to report on nothing else, I certainly have 
no objection to it myself. 

Mr. MOORE. Lam willing to modify the 
resolution in that way. 

Mr. COX. Why has not this controversy 
been settled by the courts? 

Mr. MOORE. I cannot tell. 

Mr. COX. Why has it not been brought 
before the judiciary of the country? 

Mr. MOORE. LI understand patents are to 
be issued, and it is a question of propriety 
whether they should be issued or not. ‘This 
is a matter to go before the Commiitee on the 
Judiciary for investigation and for report by 
that committee by biil or otherwise. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. As I understani the 
resolution now from having heard it read—and 
I wish to inquire of the gentleman from Illi 
nois whether my understanding is not correct— 
this is a resolution simply to suspend proceed 
ings in the Department while this investigation 
is being made by the Committee on the Judi: 
ciary. 

Mr. MOORE. Yes, sir; that is all. 

Mr. RANDALL. But the gentleman pro: 


vides in the resolution for instruction to the 
Committee on the Judiciary to introduce 6 
bill. The committee will have that discretion 
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—=—— asl ee aA 
p= a aire ' 

ae ‘¢ it should deem it necessary after having | tion any Senator or Representative may have || frauds. If the Hannibal and St. Joseph rail- 

Mt time, ne through with the investigation. I should || in this case. I understand that a certain rail- | road had no right to make this assignment, 

tice hag Fre to have that part instructing the commit- || road company, the Atchison and Pike’s Peak why, as a matter of course, this other railroad 
ee stricken out. Ido not wish any billintro- || Railroad Company, claim a certain grant of || ought not to bave patents, and the United 

we ad here which may be to extend the time || land derived from the Hannibal and St Joseph | States ought to hold on to the lands. 

the 


for building some railroad or other. ! 
Mr. MOORE. ‘The committee is merely in 
neted to report by bill or otherwise, as it 


Railroad Company, or assignment of lands 
from the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad 


Mr. SHELLABARGER, lf the Govern 
ment has any interest in the matter in the 


hat por 


e Company, which assignments no railroad had | way of retaining the title, we ought to pass the 
1€ Com "hall deem best, after having gone through with || any authority whatever to make, and at this | resolution. 

i the examination of the facts, || present time patents are likely to issue to the Mr. LOWE. I wish to make a further in- 
an Mr. RANDALL. Thesense of the country |} Atchison and Pike's Peak Railroad Company quiry of the gentleman who offered this reso- 
oho ‘. well understood about giving lands to these || without sufficient authority on the part of the || lution. I would ask him whether, if the Gov- 
0 fen railroad corporations, and I think we should || Government. Now, the request here is this: | ernment passed no title whatever to the Hanni- 
8 mad: 


stop at the threshold every facility looking to || that this whole business shall be suspended 
he reg any further grant of public lands for auy such | until there can be an investigation in refer 
. purpose. ’ : ence to the justice and correctness of the pro- 
Mr. MOORE. It is to guard against any- || ceeding. The presumption is that fraud of an 

cane thing of the kind that I have introduced this || immense character in that direction has been 


bal and St. Joseph railroad, the assignment 
to any other railroad company would impair 
the rights of the Government, or how an exam- 
ination by the Committee on the Judiciary, or 
any other committee, would affect the rights of 


stion of resolution. : _ ._ || or is likely to be perpetrated upon the Gov. || the Government? Upon the statement made 
son and Mr. RANDALL. Sometimes we are in this || ernment. by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Moore, } 
oa House like men who row boats, we row one I know of no pretension to these claims || as | understand it, the patent would be wholly 
or othes way while we look the other. (Laughter. ] || going to any other railroad company. If | void and confer no rights on any one. 
Sa Mr. DAWES. Is not this a controversy || there is anything of that kind I know nothing Mr. MOORE. After the patent is gone the 
be fae between two railroads? I do not see anything || about it myself. But my purpose is to have |, thing is not in such good shape. I desire now 
end any which has yet been suggested by which the || this matter investigated by the Judiciary Com- | to say that I should not object to erasing from 
1e Inte United States is to take anything by this motion. || mittee, that it may be seen whether the Han- the resolution the portion requiring the Com 
a itine It seems to be a controversy between two rail- || nibal and St. Joseph company had any right || mittee onthe Judiciary to report by bill. 
8, until roads—indeed, I do not know really what it || to make this assignment of lands to the other The SPEAKER. The resolution will be 
ry shal js—and | therefore inquire of the gentleman || railroad, and whether those patents really || modified as indicated by the gentleman from 
or bee from Illinois whether it is not a controversy || should issue to the Atchison and Pike’s Peak | Illinois. 

: between two corporations, one claiming cer- || railroad. Mr. FARNSWORTH. 1 see noimpropriety 
wer of tain lands and the other claiming the same | Mr. WOOD. I am in favor of this invest in sending this matter totbe Committee on the 
IRE] to lands? If that be so, let it be turned over to || igation. J agree with the gentleman that |) Judiciary. Iam very strongly under the im 


Intion? | the courts, and do not let Congress undertake 


till we 


there has been a fraud, a gross fraud, and | 
believe that parties very high in this Govern 
ment can be connected with that fraud if a 
proper and fair investigation can be had. 
Now, I am in favor of this investigation, pro- 
from want of the investigation which this reso || vided it has scope enough to include that 
lution suggests. Ifthat be so it seems to me || branch of this fraud with which these mem 
the only protection will be to suspend the action || bers of the Government are connected 


pression that neither of these companies is 
entitled to these lands; that the company to 
whom the grant was made had no right to make 
an assignment whatever; that it was void, and 
that if the matter is properly examined it will 
be ascertained that the Government is entitled 
to these lands, and no railroad company what 
ever. I shall, therefore, favor the relerence 


to decide between them. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. AsTunderstand it there 
is danger of patents being issued and giving 


an only ; 
, these lands to a company not entitled to them 


1S con 
In may 








jection of the Department until proper inquiry can be || Otherwise [ am not in favor of it. of this matter to the Judiciary Committee. | 
£} can made. ‘lhe United States ought to give the || Mr. SHELLABARGER. Mr. Speaker, | think it ought to be investigated by the law 
patents to the party justly entitled to them, | when I first heard the resolution read, Ithought || committee of the House, and a report made 
an will but we cannot do it without making the inves: || it was merely a matter of inquiry, and that | in some shape or another. 
e resg tigation provided for by the pending resolution. || probably there would be no objection to it. he question was taken upon Mr. Moore's 
Mr. DAWES. ‘There is no question about |} But now, if | understand the matter—and I rise | motion ; and (two thirds voting in favor there- 
tion of that, but if this be simply a controversy between || for the purpose of inquiry—if I understand the || of) the rules were suspended, and the resolu- 
niitee two corporations the courts of the country are || matter, the Government has no substantial || tion was adopted. 
“k out, open to settle precisely such questions. || concern in the inquiry. A question of fraud AMENDMENT OF TIE CONSTITUTION. 
nguiry, As I have said, I do not really know what || has arisen between the claimants of certain se, DECI ATE. 8 tea ‘ts eid Oh 
amine this controversy is, and I hope before the res- || lands as to which lands the Government is Se ee eet he foll cP bccn. Gn 8 
f these olution passes we may be enlightened on the |} bound in any and every event to issue the rules, in Cee Pe the fol scnine.2ipaacamegate 
hether subject. || patent to somebody, and, as I understand, the and FOES FESO NOS EPS ae pager’ 
issued Mr. HOLMAN. I ask that the resolution || inquiry is as to which of the two claimants is W a political Seenete is the traesbasis of 
be again read. | | entitled to the patent. | republican government: and whereas, except the 
oo The resolution, as modified, was again read. | Mr. FARNSW OR1 H. Mr. Speaker = United States, including Indians who are taxed, and 
aimed, Mr. WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask |} Mr. SHELLABARGER. Let me finish my Ree pay taxes OF Rot, are eligible 
: . | y o the offices « resident and Vice President: and 
stwween thegentleman who offers this resolution whether statement. Now, if that be so, then the Judi- | \ hereas citizenship results from thechance of birth, 
mittee It would cover a case of this kind; whether || clary Committee and i ongress can do noth or from choice, founded upon a correct appreciation 
» have it would cover an opinion which the late Attor- || ing abeut the matter, for it becomesa question || of free institutions. and a desire to participate in 
y have : . : pat 4° . i their blessings; and whereas in peace and in war 
ney General gave in this case, and which was || of right, a question for the courts, and nO pOS- |) our native born and naturalized citizens have shown 
ify the subsequently suppressed by the Department || sible legislation can decide between the two | equal patriotism and skill as statesmen and soldiers : 
of the Interior at the instance of a Senator? || claimants. I see nothing which the Congress |, Therefore, ick Mo ae Bee 
oversy Such has been stated to be the fact, and I |/ can exact upon any result which may come mame Deiacd Sens af Amerion in Cldions 
’ desire to know from the gentleman who offers || out of the proposed inquiry. If Iam right in | assembled, (two thirds of each House concurring, 
this resolution whether this inquiry would give || that, the resolution is all wrong, and ought not ane epow esate ey mt Pap meme? peed oy 
conght this House an investigation into that fact ? tobe passed, cule ihe crane chali be declared a part of (ue Cieeamitaaieant 
Mr. MOORE. I cannot say. | Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to inquire Anricus —. 
re Mr. WOOD. lam in favor of the resolu- || whether it is clear that either one of those rail- Section 1. Naturalized citizens are hereby made 
»priety tion if it does. The gentleman will pardon || road companies is entitled to the land in ques- eligible to the offices of I resident and Vice Presi- 
This me another remark. I say that we should |) tion. : Ses ye ene rs ‘di 
on the have an investigation into this transaction. | Mr. SHELLABARGER. If that is the state Phe question mer: put EPCS caapeeens the 
ort bY believe that a gross wrong has been perpe || of the facts, I am entirely in favor of the reso- rules; and there were—ayes 39, noes 45. 
trated, a wrong upon the Government of the || lution; but I understand that it is not so. Mr. MORGAN, I call for the yeas aud nays. 
1) the country, by one of these two roads now in|} Mr. FARNSWORTH. Lt is possible that age FORS SHG BATE METS ordered. 
ware oontroversy as to this land. I am informed || it may be the duty of the Government to keep lhe (uesHos Wes Tae) and there Werer= 
os Ti: that an opinion was asked of the late Attorney | the lands, neither of the companies being enti- yeas 51, nays 65, not voting 92; as follows: 
ages General, that he gave an opinion, and gave it || tled tothem. me Y EAS Messrs. Acker. Ademe, Areber, Arthur, 
oceed- adversely to the interests of certain parties who | Mr. MOORE. It is denied that the Hanni- Rackice Matemaed, Boinite F Butler, Caldwell’ 
wation were seeking patents for these lands, that that | bal and St. Joseph company ever had the right, || Coghlan, Conger, Cotton, Cox. Crossland, Dox, Du- 
Br di- Opinion was subsequently suppressed, and the i as from the Government, which it claims to || Bose, Duke, Dunnell, Eldridge. Ely. } arusworth, 
epar!ment is now about to issue patents for || assign. ‘This is denied, and if we wait until Feed en stp: nezengerrare Gets, Goodsieh, Tiancost 
these lands in opposiiion to that opinion. I | the courts come in and adjudicate the patent || Herndon, Hibbard, Holman, Kerr, King. Leacb, 
n pro- also understand it was for that the late Attor- 1 meanwhile may be issued, and the result may yoo. Marsualt, Met eae eoenlok.ai Hentz. 
to the ney General was obliged to retire from the || be against the interests of the Government. I rte tens Or Parker” Porter, Doar. Randall, 
luce & Cabinet, do not see why this House should object to || Read, Edward ¥. Rice, John M: Rice, William RK. 
wetion Mr. MOORE. I cannot say what connec- || any investigation into any of these alleged || Roberts, Rogers, Koosevelt, Sheldon, Sherwood, 
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Slater, Sloes, 1 is J. Speer, Starkweather, Ste- 
vens,Stevenson,Swann, Lerry,Van Trump, Waddell, 
Walden, We Whiteley, Whitthorne, Williams of 
New York, Winchester, and W ood—81. 
NAYS—Meeers. Ainbler, Averill, Banks, Barber, 
Barry, Beveridge, Austin Blair, George M. Brooks, 
Bufinton, Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, Coburn, 
Dawes, Donnan, Wilder D, Foster, Garfield, Hale, 


George B.Harris,Gerry W. Hazleton, John W.Hazle- 
ton. Hoar, Hooper, Houghton, Kelley, Lewis, Lowe, 
Maynard, McCrary, McKee, Mercur, Merriam, Mon- 
rue, Moore, Leonard Myers, Negley, Orr, Packard, 
Packer, Palmer, Peck, Peters, Platt, Poland, Ritchie, 
Ellis H. Roberts, Rusk, Sessions, Shanks, Shellabar- 
ver, Hl. Boardman Smith, John A. Smith, Snapp, 
lurner, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Wake- 
nan, Waldron, Walls, Wheeler, Willard, Williams 
t Indiana, Jeremiah M. Wilson, and John T. Wil- 


Mesers. Ames, Barnum, Bell, 
tigby., Biggs, Bingham, James Brooks, Campbell, 
Carroll, Ciarke, Cobb, Comingo. Connor, Crebs, 
Creely, Critehe - Darrall, Davis, DeLarge, Dickey, 


prague, 


“NOT VOTING 


Duell, Eames, Edwards, Elliott, Farwell, Foerker, 
Charles Foster, Heary D. Foster, Golladay, Griffith, 
Haldeman, Halsey, Hambleton, Hanks, Harmer, 
Havens, Hawley, Hay Hill, Kellogg, Kendall, 
Ketcham, Killinger. Kinsella, Lantison, Lamport, 
Lat n M inson, MeGirew, Melntyre, MeJunkion, 
McKinney, McNeely, Merrick, Mitchell, Morey, 
Morphis, Pendleton, Perce, Aaron F.Perry,Eli Perry, 
Price, Prindle, Rainey, Robinson, Sawyer, Scofield, 
Seeley, Shober, Shoemaker. Slocum, Worthington C, 
Smith, Snyder, R. Milton Speer, Storm, Stoughton, 
~towell, Strong, St. John, Sutherland, Sypher, Taffe, 
Thomas, Dwight Townsend, Wasbington Townsend, 
Tathill, Vaughan, Voorhees, Wallace, Warren, 


Washburn, and Young—92. 
not voting in favor thereof) 
the rules were not suspended. 


SO Lwo third 


REMOVAL OF 


Mr. McKEE. I move thatthe rules be sus- 
pended for the purpose of putting upon its 
passage a bill to remove the political disabili- 
ties of certain citizens of Mississippi. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Lask the gentleman to 
modify his bill so as to make it include every- 
body. We have worked away at this thing 
long enough. Let us finish up the business 
sense of the House is that way. 
There certainly can be no object in keeping on 
peddling out amnesty in this way. 

Mr. McKEE. If the gentleman will permit 
me, | will tell him that are men who 
were candidates for office, and most of them 


POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


now, The 


these 


are Democrats. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Then | think they are 
probably the worst men we can grantamnesty to. 

Mr. McKEE. I think so, too. { Laughter. | 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to see this thing 
ended, so that there may no longer be any con- 
troversy on the subject. 

Mr. McKEEK. The House has already passed 
a general bill, and every Republican from 
Mississippi is in favor of general amnesty, and 
votes for it. But,in this case, these men have 
been elected to office, but they cannot take 
office unless their disabilities are removed. 
For that reason we ask this House to pass this 
special bill, because we cannot wait for the 
slow movements of the Senate on a general 
amnesty bill. 

Mr. BECK. Is not the purpose of this bill, 
in regard to at least one gentleman named in 
this bill, Mr. Edmondson, to carry out a bar- 
gain that if he has his disabilities removed he 
shall not contest the seat of his opponent in 
the election? 

Mr. McKEE. Neither of the parties has 
presented his credentials. As to a bargain 
about this matter, the only bargain there is in 
Mississippi is this: that if any gentleman, be 
he Republican or Democrat, is elected to office, 
all the Missiasippi Republicans will favor a 
removal of his disabilities. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I think if the House 
will, by a two-thirds vote, pass a general meas- 


and passing the bill (H. R. No. 885;) and being 
taken, it was agreed to, upon a division—ayes 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ninety-five, noes not counted, two thirds voting | 


in favor thereof. 
Mr. DAWES 

adjourn. 
Pending the motion to adjourn, 


AND WHALE FISHERIES. 


moved that the House now 


coD 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, by unani- 
mous consent, submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and adopted : 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the 
House the usual number of copies of the report of 


| some time to obtain the floor. 


Thomas Jefferson, Secretary of State, to the House | 


of Representatives, February, 1791, on the subject 
of the cod and whale fisheries; also Executive Docu- 
ment No. 23, of the second session of the Thirty- 
Second Congress, on the same subject. 


PAYMENT OF 
Mr. NIBLACK. 


BOUNTIES. 


] ask unanimous consent 


to submit for consideration at this time the 


following preamble and resolution ; 


Whereas the President, by his proclamation dated || 


May 3, 1861, called for forty-two thousand and thirty - 


four volunteer troops for the defense of the Union | 


and the enforcement of the laws of the United 
States; and whereas about one hundred and twenty 
thousand troops were accepted by the President and 
mustered into the service under said proclamation; 

nd whereas the SupremeCourt of the United States 
have decided that the persons who enlisted under 
said proclamation and were honorably discharged 
from service are entitled to $100 bounty, without 
reference to the time served by any such persons; 
and whereas the Second Comptroller of the Treasury 
has decided that not exceeding forty-two thousand 
and thirty-four persons are entitled to bounty under 
said proclamation as construed by the Supreme 
Court: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to report a bill providing for the pay- 
ment of the bounty promised in said proclamation 
to all persons who were mustered into the military 
service of the United States under it, and have not 
already received that bounty. 


Mr. DAWES. 


[hat instructs the commit- 





January 8, 


has been indulging various requests for unani 


| mous consent. 


Mr. ACKER 


| have been endeavoring for 

The SPEAKER. Ifthe gentleman’s prop, 
sition is one which will create no discussine 
the Chair will be very glad to entertain jt. r 

Mr. COX. I suggest that to-dayis the ann; 
versary of General Jackson's victory at * oe 
Orleans, and we ought to adjourn in honor o: 
the occasion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pep, 
sylvania [Mr. ACKER] aaks unanimous consen 
to introduce a bill, the title of which wil] be 
read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill to remove legal and political disabili 
to grant general amnesty. 

Several members objected. 

Mr. ACKER. I move to suspend the rules 

The SPEAKER. The motion to adjourg 
takes precedence. 


ties, and 


FRANCIS A. EASTMAN. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. [ask unanimous con 


| sent to introduce, for reference to the Com 


tee to report the bill without making any | 


inguiry into the fact. Let the gentleman 


make his resolution one of inquiry, and | will | 


not oppose it. 
Mr. NIBLACK. I much prefer the per- 
emptory form, for the reason that this matter 


has already been delayed two years, awaiting | 


the action of Congress, and none has been 
taken. All the claims are suspended until 
Congress shall take some action. 


Mr. DAWES. 


Affairs. 1 do not think it is proper to instruct 
them to report a bill without inquiring into the 
facts. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I will modify my reso- 
lution so that it will read ‘‘be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of reporting a 


| bill,”’ &. 


ure of amnesty and send it to the Senate, that | 


body cannot refuse to vote for it. 
Mr. McKER. | will vote for general amnesty 
with the gentleman every time. , 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. Let us keep sending such 
& measure to the Senate until they shall pass it. 
Mr. McKEE. As soon as this is passed I 
will vote with the gentleman. 
The question was upon suspending the rules 


| 
| 


The resolution, as modified,was then adopted. 
SILVER COINAGE. 


Mr. KELLEY, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and adopted : 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures be instructed to inquire and report 
whether the intrinsic value of the silver coinage, as 
compared with the gold coinage, is not above that of 
other nations, and greater than is necessary in coins 
designed for subsidiary purposes only, and to be 
retained permanently in the country; also whether 
it would not be proper to exact seignorage from the 


| silver coinage equal to the cost of fabrication, dis- 


tribution, and recoinage at the public expense of 
coins worn by natural abrasion below the legal 


| standard weight, and whether the requiring of such 





a seignorage would not reduce the standard of the 
silver coin to ap extent sufficient to prevent their 
exportation as bullion in the ordinary fluctuation 


of the bullion market, and give the public the advan- | 


tage of a metallic currency for purposes of change, 


such coinage to be limited as to the amount of legal | 


tender and issue. 
REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. ACKER. I move to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of passing the bill which I send 
to the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot enter- 
tain a motion to suspend the rules, as there is 
now pending a motion toadjourn. The Chair 


I understand the whole mat- | 
ter is now before the Committee on Military | 











mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, , 
bill for the relief of Francis A. Eastman, post 
master at Chicago, Illinois. 

Mr. RANDALL. I object to the reference 
of that bill tothe Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. It isan application for relief 
and should go to the Committee of Claims, 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
[linois [Mr. FarnswortH] consent to that ref 
erence? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. No, sir. The bi! 
properly should go before the Committee oy 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. RANDALL. | Itis nothing but a claim 
for relief. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Very well; I with 
draw the bill for the present. 


INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. SHANKS, by unanimous consent, sub 
mitted the following resolution; which wa: 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian A fairs 
be authorized to investigate and report in writing at 
any time to the House the condition and the man 
agement, by Government officials and other persons 
of Indian affairs with the Choctaws, Chickasaws 
Cherokees, and other tribes, nations, bands, or in- 
dividual Indians, touching the subject of annuities, 
pensions, bounties, bounty lands, and the moneys 
paid under treaties and laws of Congress, and that 
the committee have power to send for persons and 
papers, and to take testimony to enable it to make 
such investigation and report. 


ISAAC V. D. REEVE. 


Mr. COBURN, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 886) for the relief 
of isaac V. D. Reeve, of the United States 
Army; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Military 
A ffairs. 

EXECUTION OF STUDENTS IN CUBA. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a 
message from the President of the United 
States: which, with the accompanying letter 
of the Secretary of State, was read as follows 
To the House of Representatives: 

In answer to the resolution of the House of Rep 
resentatives of the 6th instant, requesting inforwa- 
tion in regard to certain measures with reference to 
the Spanish West Indies, I transmit reports from 
the Secretary of State and of the Navy, with the 
documents by which they are accompanied. 

U. 8. GRANT. 

ExrcuTivE Mansion, December 20, 1871. 


To the President : 


The Secretary of State, to whom has been referred 
that part of the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 6th instant which requests informa 
tion relating to the execution of medical student: 
and the failure of the Spanish Government to carry 
outin its West India colonies the reforms volun- 
tarily promised by the statesmen of Spain, bas the 
honor to lay before the President the papers specified 
in the subjoined list. 

Respectfully submitted, . ‘ 

HAMILTON FISH. 
DEPARTMENT OF STarTE, 


WasxHineton, December 20, 1871. 
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The message, with the pe are, 
as referred to the Committee on Foreign 
\ fairs, and ordered to be printed. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Leave of absence was granted to Mr. ELiiorr 
tr ten days; to Mr. Foster, of Ohio, for two 
j.ve: to Mr. Bicsy for ten days; to Mr. Mor- 
ogis for one week; and to Mr. Price until 
Wednesday next. 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


Ae, 
“ 


iVS; 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting to the 
House an account of the receipts and expend- 
tures of the United States for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1871; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 

EMPLOYES OF THE CLERK. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
type Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
transmitting a list of clerks and other per- 
sons employed in his office; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 


EXPENSES OF NINTH CENSUS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, | 


laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of the Interior in relation to the 
disbursing agent of the appropriations made 
for the ninth census; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 

UNITED STATES NOTES DESTROYED BY FIRE. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting two peti- 
tions received at his Department, praying for 
relief in consequence of the loss of certain 
United States notes destroyed by the fire in 
Chicago. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that be referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


NATIONAL LOANS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Sec- 


retary of the Treasury, transmitting the draft | 


of a paragraph in relation to the expenses 
of national loans; which was referred to the 


Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered || 


to be printed. 
APACHE INDIANS, 


The SPEAKER. also, by unanimous con- || 


sent, laid before the House a letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, asking for the 


appropriation of $125,000, for subsisting the | 


Apache [Indians of Arizona and New Mexico 


during the remainder of the present fiscal | 
year; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 
RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a letter from the 
Secretary of War, in compliance with the act 
of March 8, 1871, in relation to appropriations 
‘or certain public works on harbors or rivers ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 


DEFICIENCIES OF APPROPRIATIONS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmi'ting esti- 
mates of deficiencies in appropriations re- 


quired to complete the service of the fiscal | 


year ending June 80, 1872, and of prior years; 
which was referred to the Committee on Ap- 
propriations and ordered to be printed. 

The question was then pui on the motion to 
“ajourn, and it was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER, Before declaring the 


House adjourned, the Chair desires to say 
| that he has allowed some irregularity of pro- 
| ceeding, this being Monday, in order to keep 
the remainder of the week free from every- 
thing but that which is regularly in order; 
and he now gives notice that, with the assist- 
ance of the House, he will, on every other day 
of the week than Monday, resist every infrac 
tion of the regular order of business. 

The House then (at two o’clock and fifty 
five minutes p. m.) adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. BARRY: The petition of Mary E. 
Sacia, asking confirmation of title to certain 
lands therein named. 

By Mr. BECK: The petition and memorial 





ton, Kentucky, praying for indemnity from the 
Government on account of spoliations on their 
property by the French Government. 

By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: The 
petition of William A. Burke and 39 others, 
citizens of Lowell, Massachusetts, for a prompt 
repeal of the tax on savings banks. 


|| By Mr. BUFFINTON: 





Obed Brooks and 9 others, trustees of the 
Harwich Savings Bank, at Harwich, Massa 
|| chusetts, praying for the repeal of the tax on 
| savings banks. 

By Mr. CHIPMAN: The petition of citi 
zens for the removal of the jail from Judiciary 
Square, and for other reliet. 

Also, a petition of many citizens to open E 
street through Judiciary Square. 

By Mr. DUELL: The petition of T. B. 
|| Fiteh, E. W. Leavenworth, A. A. Howlett, 
and others, citizens of Syracuse, New York, 
praying that the tax on deposits of savings 
banks be abolished. 

Also, the petition of Elias W. Benson, E. 
C. Sprague, and 200 others, citizens of Erie 
county, New York, praying Congress to give 
pensions to such soldiers of the war of 1812 
as served less than sixty days. 

Also, the petition of D. O. Salmon, Parker 
& Herrick, H. W. Wooster & Co., and others, 
manufacturers and dealers in 
\| Syracuse, New York, praying Congress to 
|| establish a uniform rate of tax on all descrip- 
tions of manufactured tobacco entering the 
market for consumption at the rate of sixteen 
cents per pound. 


| By Mr. DUKE: The petition of C. C. Wer- 
| 
| 








tenbaker and 53 others, praying for a uniform 
rate of tax on alli descriptions ot manufactured 
| tobacco at the rate of sixteen cents per pound, 
By Mr. FARNSWORTH: The petition of 
Warren Raymond, of Rockton, Illinois, for 
|| increase of pension. 
|| Also, the memorial of Benjamin Poge, of 
| Sycamore, De Kalb county, Llinois, upon the 
subject of the French indemnity claims. 


of Joseph Hine and others, asking Congress 
to stop the manufacture and sale of stamped 
envelopes at less than cost by Government. 
By Mr. HOLMAN: The petition of JohnA. 
Crozier, of Madison, Indiana, for a pension. 
By Mr. KERR: The memorial of Smith 
& Russell, Cameron & Hughes, Luciene G. 
Matthews, Gidon, Kelso & Johnson, Johu 
R. Nunemacher, and 20 others, printers and 
manufacturers of paper and envelopes, cili- 
| zens of Indiana and Kentucky, praying for the 
reform of the Post Office Department in the 
matter of making envelopes for general use, 
of putting on them private and business cards, 
and of abusing the mails to transmit them 
throughout the country, and in other respects. 
By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of Joseph 
Boyer, dealer in tobacco, and 56 others, cit 
izens of Poughkeepsie, New York, praying tor 





|, descriptions of manufactured tobacco. 


tobaceo, of 


|| By Mr. KING: 


} 


of F. Montmollin, sr., and others, of Lexing- | 


The memorial of 


| By Mr. FOSTER, of Michigan: The petition 


uniform tax of sixteen cents per pound on all | 


A concurrent resolution of 
the Legislature of the State of Missouri, ask 
ing Congress to make appropriations for the 
survey and improvement of the navigation of 
the Gasconade river. 

By Mr. LOWE: The petition of Milo R. 
Harris and 193 others, soldiers of the Uni- 
ted States Army in the late war, for an act of 
Congress securing bounty to all soldiers at the 

| rate of $883 per month for the time actually 


\| served. 


By Mr. LYNCH: The petition of Benjamin 
Kingsbury, jr., and others, citizens of Port 
| land, asking repeal of tax on savings banks. 
| By Mr. MERRITT: The memorial of 
Ridgley Greathouse, Ralph Bledsoe, J. 8. 
| Reynolds, L. J. Cartee, Milton Kelly, and 
| 300 others, citizens of Idaho Territory, pray 
ing Congress to grant land to aid in the con 
| struction of the Portland, Dalles, and Salt Lake 
Railroad Company. 

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of L. R, 
Hoagland, John M. Robinson, aud 91 other 
soldiers, sailors, marines, and others, citizens 
of Holmes county, Ohio, asking Congress to 
grant land warrants and bounty to soldiers, 
sailors, and marines 

Also, the petition of William Crage and 266 
others, citizens of Oberlin, Lorain county, Ohio, 
asking Congress to pass the bill supplement- 
ary to the civil rights bill. 

By Mr. MOORE: A petition asking relief 
for Mrs. Lucilla Balleu. 
|| Also, a petition for the relief of Joseph 
McCullom. 

By Mr. MORGAN: The petition of George 
T. Irvine and 26 others, soldiers, asking for 
equalization of bounties. 

Also, the petition of Ellen M. Cummings, 
asking for a pension. 

Also, the petition of John A. Adams and 
Mary Ann Lyons, asking relief in consequence 
of French spoliations. 

By Mr. MceCLELLAND: The memorial of 
i. G. Dill and others, printers and stationers 
| of New Castle, Pennsylvania, protesting against 

the manufacture and sale of envelopes by the 

Grovernment. 

\| sy Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri: The 
petition of Blasius Redinger, for pension. 

3y Mr. McCRARY: The petition of 8S. 
Hamill & Co, 8S. Pollock & Co., William 
lackoberry & Co., Collier, Robertson & Co., 
R. f°. Bower & Co., Kellogg, Berge & Co., and 
| others, merchants and business men of Keokuk, 
| lowa, praying a modification of the existing 
tariff duties on imported sugar. 

By Mr. McHENRY: A memorial of dealers 
| in spirituous liquors in the city of Owensbor- 
ough, Kentucky, praying for a modification of 
the taxes on distilled spirits. 

By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of John 
H. O’ Neall, of Daviess county, Indiana, praying 
for certain amendments to the first and second 
sections of the bankrupt act. 

By Mr. PECK: The petition of Calvin 
Bronson, of Toledo, Ouio, for refunding the 
| tax illegally collected on tobacco. 

Also, the petition of Miller, Lock & Co., T. 
J. Brown, Bailey & Eager, and 14 others, 
printers, 1 stationers in the 


and 
city of Toledo, against the manufacture and 
sale of stamped envelopes by the Government. 

sy Mr. PORTER: The petition of Nathan 
H Cogbill and others, citizens of Chesterfield 
county, Virginia, praying that the tax on all 
descriptions of manufactured tobacco enter- 
ing the market for consumption be reduced to 
sixteen cents per pound. 

Also, the petition of Fleming W. Jackson, 
K. H. Wilkenson, J. G. Moore, and James 
‘Turner, citizens of Richmond, Virginia, remon 
strating against the abolition of the bonded 
warehouse system. 

Also, the petitions of T. C. Jones & Co. and 
others; of Winne & Talbot and others; of T. 
W. Pemberton and others; of Lawrence Lot- 
tier and others; of Thornton Johnson and 
}, others; and of William Easby and others, 


booksellers, 
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all citizens of Richmond, Virginia, praying 
that the tax on all descriptions of manufactured 
tobacco er market for consumption 
be reduced to sixteen cents per pound. 

By Mr. POTTER: The petition of the West- 
chester Savings Bank and others, for the abo 
lition of the tax imposed upon institutions for 


ering the 


savings 

By Mr. RANDALL: The petition of Rosa 
Urblin, guardian of a minor child of Frederick 
Wollaner, late a private in company A, one 


hundred and ninety-eighth regiment Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers. 

By Mr. SLATER: The memorial of J. M 
Switt, M. B. McCrearey, A. H. Brown, Joseph 
Shinn, J. W. Vertue, and 300 others, citizens 
of Baker City and county, in the State of Ore- 
gon, praying for a grant of land to the Port- 
land, Dalles, and Salt Lake Railroad Company, 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Portland, Oregon, to the Union Pacific rail 
road, near Salt Lake. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The memorial of Abi- 
gail Stukey, of Monroe county, Qhio, praying 
for an allowance of bounty and a pension as 
foster mother of Asbury Davis, a soldier in 


the war of the rebellion, killed in the line of 
his duty. 
By Mr. STRONG: The petition of the 


Piimpton Envelope 


ihbers, envei 


and Paper Company and 
ype manufacturers, printers, and 


stationers, of Hartford, Connecticut, for the 


abolition of the sale by Government of stamped 
envelopes. 
Also, the petition of Emiline J. Langdon, 


of Berlin, Connecticut, fur a pension. 

Also, the petiti ym of the trustees of the 
Society for Savings, of the State Savings Bank, 
aud of the Dime Savings Bank, all of Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, praying for the repeal of 
the tax on savings iustitutions 

Also, the petition of the Suffield Savings 
Bank, and of several citizens of Suffield, Con- 

ecticut, praying for the repeal of said tax. 

By Mr. WADDELL: A petition from to- 
bacco manufacturers and others, for uniform 
tax of sixteen cents per pound on manufactured 

baeeco entering the market for consumption. 
. WAKIEMAN: The petition of Wil 

n H, Corbet, for compensation for services 
rendered the Government in the war of 1812 

Also, the petition of Calista E, Cox, for the 
extension of the patent on horse hay-rakes 
granted Lo Harvey W. Sabin, December 3, 
1850. 

By Mr. WELLS: The petition of John F. 
Neville, late lieutenant and quartermaster in 
the seventeenth and fortieth Missouri regi- 
ments. 

Also, the petition of Charles F. Meyer & Co., 
John C. Tiemeyer, B.S. Grant, and others, 
manufacturers,dealers, and growers of tobacco, 
of St. Louis, asking for a reduction of the tax on 
tobacco. 

By Mr. WILSON, of Ohio: The petition of 
R. Cromelien, with acccompanying papers, 
praying thata fine of $175, improperly as- 
sessed upon and paid by him, may be refunded. 


By Mr 





NOTICES OF BILLS 


The following were presented under the 
rules, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Othee and Post Roads: 

By Mr. FINKELNBURG: A bill to estab- 
lish a post road from Linn to Cooper Hill, 
Missouri. 

Also, a bill to 
Dixon to Manton, Missouri. 

By Mr. KERR: A bill to establish an addi- 
tional post route in the State of Indiana. 

Also, a bill to establish an additional post 
route in Jackson county, Indiana, 

By Mr. McCLELLAND: A bill to establish 
a post route from New Galilee to Canuelton, 
Beaver county, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. SLATER: A bill to establish apost 
road from the town of Union to Eagie Creek, 
in Union county Oregon. 


establish a post road from 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
man, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was 
read and approved. 

Hon. Wiiviam Spracoe, from the State of 
Rhode Island, appeared in his seat to-day. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a letter of the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting papers relative to and recommending the 
construction of a Government line of telegraph 
from San Diego, California, via Yuma and 
Maricopa Wells, to Prescott and Tucson, Ari- 
zona; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair also 
lays before the Senate a letter of the Secre- 
tary of War, transmitting the report of the 
commission to examine and report upon the 


Sutro tunnel, in Nevada; which will be referred | 


to the Committee on Mines and Mining, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The Chair also presents maps accompany- 
ing the report, which, under the usage of the 
Senate, will be referred to the Committee on 
Printing, to determine as to the propriety of 


| printing them. 


DISTRICT LAWS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a letter 
from the secretary of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting four copies of the laws passed by 
the Legislative Assembly of the District at the 


session prior to the present one; which was || 


referred to the Committee on Territories. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. BROWNLOW presented the petition || 
of Fannie M. Jackson, widow, executrix, and || 


sole legatee of John A. Jackson, deceased, 
praying compensation for cotton seized and 


taken by the agents of the United States on | 


the 24th day of August, 1865; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of 
Jane D. Mumford, of Massachusetts, praying 


that a pension be granted her for the service | 


of her son, Captain Dudley C. Mumford, who 
was killed in battle at Prospect Hill, Virginia, 
May 31, 1864; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


He also presented a petition of nineteen | 


hundred and twenty citizens of Washington, 


District of Columbia, praying for the passage | 
of the supplementary civil rights bill; which | 


was ordered to lie on the table. 


He also presented another petition, signed | 
by one hundred and twenty-one citizens of | 


Washington, praying for the passage of the 
supplementary civil rights bill: which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


He also presented a petition of two thousand 


citizens of Baltimore, Maryland, praying for 


the passage of the supplementary civil rights | 


bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
He also presented a petition of two hundred 
citizens of Augusta, Georgia, praying for the 


passage of the supplementary civil rights bill; | 


which was ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. SUMNER. 


feet long, containing the signatures of some 


of the most noted men of that State, on about || 
tifiy sheets of cap paper pasted together, and | 
The | 


containing some two thousand names. 
names on each sheet—I mention this pecu- 
liarity because the petition has presented to 
my mind a question with regard to its presenta- 
tion—are, as a rule, inone handwriting, which 


| is explained in this postscript, signed by one | 


of the best-known colored men of Georgia: 


“Take notice, the above names were written down | 


by secretaries as persons came to the several places 
designated, and though the names are mainly written 


by a few pensmen, cach person ordered their name | 
written themselves, and hundreds more could have | 


been taken had the necessary opportunity been 


‘ given.” 


I present another petition | 
from Georgia, which is found to be some fifty | 
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| This is signed ‘‘H. M. Turner, member ,¢ 
| the Georgia Legislature.”’ . 
It will appear, therefore, that this petit; 
with some two thousand names attached ‘m 
a large number of names signed by di ~ 
persons. It is therefore within the nar 
sense of the term a petition of several €rson 
even though the names that arc copied ane t M 
in the handwriting of the persons that — 
them, and may not be recognized as properly 
before the Senate. I presume, however. the 
there will be no question with regard to - 
petition. I move that it lie on the table. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It wii) 4 
received and lie on the table. ’ 

Mr. FENTON presented the petition of 
Jefferson W. Davis, late first lieutenant of 
company C, sixty-fourth New York yolyp. 
teers, praying the pay and emoluments of 
| first lieutenant from June 23, 1864, to May 
| 10, 1865 ; which was referred to the Commi. 
tee on Military Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of American 
lace and hair net manutacturers, citizens of 
New York, praying an increase of the duty 
| on silk hair nets; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Finance. 
| He also presented the petition of Patrick 
| Robbins, praying to be allowed a pension from 
| the day ot his discharge ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ferent 
TO West 


He also presented a resolution of the board 
of supervisors, of Monroe county, New York. 
asking an appropriation for the erection of 
suitable buildings at Rochester, New York, for 
the accommodation of the United States courts 
|| and Government offices at that place; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Public Build. 
ings and Grounds. 

Mr. WILSON. I present a memorial signed 
by J. Ingersoll Bowditch and several eminent 
citizens of Boston, New York, and Philadel 
phia, in favor of making an appropriation for 
the family of Dr. William T. G. Morton, of 
| Boston, for the discovery of ether. 1 move its 
| reference to the Committee on Claims. 
| ‘The motion was agreed to. 
| Mr. WILSON. Lalso present a memorial 
| in behalf of the American Temperance Com. 
mission, signed by Aaron M. Powell, president, 
| William P. Tomlinson and A. R. Powell, sec: 
| retaries, asking for a national prohibitory law. 
| I move its reference to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON presented the petition of 
Aaron W. Powell, William P. ‘Tomlinson, and 
A. R. Powell, officers of the American Tem- 
perance Commission of New York, praying 
‘| for an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, which shall be submitted to the 
|| several States for ratification, providing that 
no candidate shall hereafter be eligible to any 
|| Federal office who is addicted to the use of 
intoxicating liquors as a beverage, and that 
|| drunkenness in any incumbent of such office 
shall be deemed at any time sufficient cause for 
| immediate impeachmentand deposition ; which 
|| was referred to the Committee on the Judi: 
|| ciary. 
| 








He also presented the petition of George 
| Pearey, of Newburyport, inthe county of Essex, 
Massachusetts, mapoentnhes that he was a wag- 
| oner in company B of the thirty-fifth regiment 
| of Massachusetts volunteers in the late war, 
] and while in the line of duty at Falmouth, Vir 
| ginia, he received a double rupture by the 
| kicking-of a mule, and that he has thereby 
| been disabled, and therefore praying the enact 

| ment of a special act granting him a full pen 
| sion from the date of his discharge; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

| Mr. SPENCER. I present the petition of 
| U. L. Jones, president of the board of swamp 
| 


| and overflowed land agents of Alabama, and 
Henry St. Paul, secretary of the board, who 
ask Congress to pass an enabling act, amend- 
atory or supplemental to the act approved 
\| March 12, 1860, authorizing the State of Ala 
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1872. 


hama through its duly constituted authorities | to the claim of John B. Tucker for a pension; 
to proceed with the further selection of the || which were referred to the Committee on Pen- 
aise and overflowed lands, which, by the |! sions. * ao 

act of September 28, 1850, were donated to He also presented the petition of Lizzie 
‘aid Siate; and further, to authorize the said || Gilmer, postmistress at Pittsfield, Illinois, 
atte to claim from the United States, under || praying relief for the loss of postage stamps 
‘a forms already provided by law, the refund- || through burglary; which was referred to the 
- Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


‘ao of the proceeds of all of said lands which 
one have been sold since the date last men- Mr. KELLOGG presented a petition of citi- 
: zens of Louisiana, praying the reéstablishment 


soned, as well as the right to locate as much 
of the came lands as may have, since the || of the United States district court for the north- 
: ern district of that State; which was referred to 


same time, been entered under military and 
ssher warrants. I move that this petition be | the Committee on the Judiciary. 
ol 

PAPERS WITITDRAWN, 


referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 
On motion of Mr. POMEROY, it was 


The motion was agreed to. 
fr, SAWYE resented the petition of . : , 
Mr. 5 AWYER p I Ordered, That Z, B. Robbins, formerly register of || 
| wills of the District of Columbia, have leave to with- || 
i 


Walker, Evans & Cogswell, and others, sta- 
tioners and printers of Charleston, South Caro- || draw his petition and papers from the files of the || 
Y Senate. 


ina. praying for the modification of the laws : ; LD. £6 ir 
. On motion of Mr. TIPTON, it was 


‘» reference to the sale of stamped envelopes 
hy the Government; which was referred to the | Ordered, That Ann Gleason have leave to with- || 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. > aol igg petition and papers from the files of the | 
;COT presented the petition of J. err iti ‘ : 1 
Mr. SCOTT J On motion of Mr. TRUMBULL, it was | 


: Poll. Edward Hoopes, and George Burn- : a7 : 
i PP sof the Wal Grove Gi ld Mi Ordered, That the petition and papers of Sebastian 
ham. trustees of the Wainut Grove Gold Min Reichert be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, 


ing Company, of Arizona, praying remunera- || and referred to the Committee on Private Land || 
tion for property destroyed by Indian depreda- || Claims. : ER iSy 
tions; which was referred to the Committee On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, it was | 
on Claims Ordered, That. the petition and papers of James 
He also presented the petition of late sol- | Cumming: be withdrawn from the Sea of the Sen- 
diers of the Army of the United States, for ee a eee Baca ee 
. . : . er MATTERS IN ARKANSAS, 
the passage of a law amending the twenty-fifth be . _ 
section of the act of Congress approved July ; Mr. S¢ OTT. [ am instructed by the joint 
15, 1870, soas to permit the soldiers mentioned || Committee tpon_ the Condition of the late 
in that section to enter the amount of land | Insurrectionary States to make a special | 
therein allowed without the requirements of || report which involves a question of privilege. 
settlement and cultivation, and receivea patent || | ask to have the report itself, which is brief, 
therefor unconditionally; which was referred || without the accompanying testimony, read; 
to the Committee on Public Lands. and after the report is read I will ask consent 





: . ; ‘ ; a > eRe S ie — Mi “ 
pension: which was referred to the Committee from Pennsylvania, from the joint Commit 
I hold in my hand a com- repor L ( 
of privilege, and desires that it be read with- || 
the report of the Commissioner of Statistics into iL read, DD 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
mn $s , i. » Sas ine * Sf. ° ° > 
gration is from the Scandinavian States, and || Srates, so far as regards the execution of the laws and 
- > 
ful among that class of people, and he tenders 
examine the witnesses then in attendance, which 
communication, which is in the nature of a peti- 5 
The testimony of these witnesses tends to impeach 
Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I present the 
and also to affect the right of amember of the House 
praying satisfaction for spoliations committed | was offered, and one of the gentlemen affected by this 
. i . The committee, however, upon consideration, de- 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and : 
investigation they were directed to make, and there- 
claims. They originated about seventy years 
was then awaiting an examination. 
the United States; and a bill for the same pur: || jpecting on December 21, 1871, adopted the follow- 
aa aie : ; mony taken before the committee, affecting Senator 
in Consequence of its antiquity, instead of r 
tives, with a recommendation that each House take 
ment more imperative or of a more sacred 
cowmittee, the undersigned, the chairman on the 
country has been guilty of the most flagitious | testimony hereto annexed of Edward Wheeler and 
W.G. Whipple. both of the State of Arkansas, said 
to be removed from the courtry by the pas- || committee, to the Senate and House of Represent- : 


Mr. POMEROY presented the petition of || tO make a brief statement relating to it. 
in OW i The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senat 
Mariin V. Jackson, praying to be allowed a 1e AS vis UNL. le Senator 
on Pensions. tee on the late Insurrectionary States submits 
Mr. RAMSEY. a report, which he states involves a question 
municationof W. T. Rambusch, a Scandinavian ' | rr 
scholar, who informs me that he hastranslated || Out the accompanying testimony. — he report 
will be read, if there be no objection. 
the Norwegian language, and he states, what ea 
we all know, that a large amount of our immi At a meeting of the joint select Committee to In- 
quire into the Condition of the late Insurrectionary 
he thinks that the dissemination of this docu- | the safety of the lives and property of the citizens of 
ment in the Norwegian language would be use the U nited States, convened at their room in the 
- Capitol, on the 22d of September, 1871, Messrs. Scort, 
: P b : PooL. and BLatr were appointed asub-committee to 
the use of his translation to the Government 
free of charge. I move the reference of this | sub-committee organized on the 23d of September, 
arg ” || 1871, and examined Edward W heeler, of Arkansas. 
: . E “eter On the 25th of September, 1871, said sub-committee 
tion, to the Committee on Printing. examined William G. Whipple, of Arkansas, 
The motion was agreed to. tes ; 

12 the official character and conduct of a member of 

oe Ba : : ; the United States Senate from the State of Arkansas, 
petition of F. Montmollin, sen., heir of Mont- I 

mollin & Nottnugel, of Lexington, Kentucky, | of Representatives from that State to retain his seat 

e = . in the House. Other evidence of the same character 

by the French on our commerce before the testimony claimed the right to bring witnesses before 

year 1801. J ask that the petition be referred || the committee to contradict or explain the same. 

: , cided that the subject-matter to which said testi- 

I trust the bill on that subject will pass. 1 | mony related did not come within the limits of the 
will make one remark in support of these || } ; 

fore declined to prosecute the inquiry any further, 

' : | discharging a witness who had been subpenaed, and 

since ; they have been pressed at every session nt 

of Congress, and been vetoed by Presidents ot [he joint select committee, pursuing what they 

. ’ : deemed to be the proper parliamentary course ata 
pose has repeatedly alternately been passed ing resolution: 
by the two Houses of Congress. ‘This claim, ” Resolved, That the committee report the testi- 

5 : , , CLiayton and Mr. Epwarps, a Representative from 
being weakened, in my judgment, 1s greatly Arkansas, to the Senate and House of Representa- 
strengthened. ‘There is no duty of a Govern- ; e 

such action asit may deem proper.” 

. q Agreeably to this resolution of said joint select 
character than that it should act justly toward thee, ersigned. (ft 
its citizens. st j ; iis part of the Senate and thechairman onthe partoithe 

In postponing these claims our House of Representatives, beg leave to submit the 
injustice to these claimants for about seventy bo ( 
years, and I think it is time for this reproach || Wheeler and Whipple havin been the only wit- 
nesses from that State who were examined by the 
tage of a bill to create a commission to adjust || atives respectively, for such action as each House 
these long-standing claims, and I hope such a || ™#Y deem advisable. 


: if JOHN SCOTT, . 
bill will soon pass. : | Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
The petition was referred to the Committee | LUKE P. POLAND, 


Chairman on part of House of Representatives. 


Mr. SCOTT. The testimony directed to be | 


on Foreign Relations. 
Mr. LOGAN presented papers in relation 
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reported covers over thirty pages, and the Sen- 
ate would not listen to that at this timo; but it 
is due to the Senator from Arkansas who sits 
farthest from me, [Mr. Cayton, ] and who is 
implicated by this report, that | should make 
a very brief statement of the reasons that have 
induced the committee to make the report. 
lhe witnesses who were called were culled 
primarily with reference to some judicial pro- 
ceedings that were then pending in the State 
of Arkansas. Their testimony revealed the fact 
that indictments were pending in that State 
against Senator CLayTon which were not yet 
tried. Since the time these witnesses were 
examined before the committee, the indict- 
ments have been dismissed in that court, not 


| upon a trial, but upoa a demurrer to the indict 


ments, the court holding thatthe offeuse charged 
against Governor CLAYTON was not one pro- 
vided for by the act of 1870, he not being within 
the meaning of that act of Congress an officer 
of the election in the State of Arkansas. Other 
incidental testimony was elicited; but the point 
which struck the committee as requiring them 


| to take the course which they did presented 


briefly is this: itis charged that Senator CLayY- 


| TON, as Governor of Arkansas, made a bargain 


with the Democratsin that Legislature that he 
would disregard the returns of the election 


| upon file with reference to the candidates for 


Congress, Mr. Epwarps and Judge Boles— 
the number of the district I do not remem 


| ber—and issue a certificate in favor of Mr. 


Kpwarps, the returns showing Mr. Boles to be 
elected, in consideration of the support of the 
Democratic portion of that Legislature for the 
office of United States Senator. 

lhe one branch of the inquiry revealing the 


fact that judicial proceedings were pending 


which were not vet determined, we did not con- 
ceive that it was our duty to follow that investi 
gation as to the execution of the law, because 
the result of the trial itself would show how 
the law was executed in that particular case. 
The other branch of the inquiry implicated a 
member of the Senate and also a member of 
the House of Representatives. No disturb 
ances of the kind that this committee was 
| originally empowered to investigate, were al 
leged to have occurred in Arkansas for more 
than two years, and therefore the only ques 
tions that were brought before the committee 
were these questions implicating a member of 
the Senate and a member of the House, and 
| upon an examination of the parliamentary law 
in such cases we concluded that it was our duty 
to abandon the further investigation of those 
questions, we not being empowered even to 
make @ report involving au opinion upon those 
questions, but that ic was due to the Senator 
| implicated as well as to the member of the 
House that they should be entitled to an in- 
vestigation if they demanded it. 1 have, ac- 
cordingly, aschairman of the committee, given 
notice to the Senator from Arkansas impli: 
cated of the nature of this report, and that 
the report would be made, so that he might have 
| the opportunity when it came into the Senate 
of demanding such action as he deems proper. 
The committee considered that it was due 
to the dignity of the Senate, as well as due to 
the member of the Senate, that these charges 
should be investigated. If true, they invoive 
the question of whether the member guilty ot 
them deserves to remain among us; if untrue, 
it is due to him that such an investigation 
should be had as will clear his skirts of the 
charges. 
Mr. CLAYTON. I suppose, under the rules, 
this report will go over for one day. 
fhe VICK PRESIDENT. It will, anless 
by unanimous consent it is considered on this 
day. 
Mr. CLAYTON. AsI am the Senator im- 
plicated in this testimony, and as I do not 
desire to lie under imputations one day longer 
than can possibly be avoided, I ask of the 
| Senate unanimous consent to proceed to the 
| present consideration of the report. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Arkansas asks unanimous consent that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration at the 


present time of the report made by the joint 
committee. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none, and the reportis before the Senate, 
aod the Senator from Arkansas is entitled to 


the floor 
Mr. CLAYTON addressed the Senate. 
lug spoken until one o’elock. 


Hav- 


POLITICAL DISABILITIES 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
ir has expired, and the unfinished business 
nding at the adjournment yesterday, being 
the amnesty bill, is now before the Senate, the 


pending question being on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
|Mr. Sumner. ] 

Mr. SUMNER. I was about to make a sug 
gestion in regard to the order of the day. 

Mr. CONKLING. Let the Senator from 
Arkansas finish his speech, 

Mr. SUMNER. I propose to do that. I 
have conferred with the Senator from Illinois, 
{Mr. TrumBut.,] and also with the Senator 
trom South Carolina, [Mr. Sawyer, ] both of 

interested in the amnesty bill. There 
are others who are interested also in the pend- 
ingamendment. This is not a full Senate, 
and I would therefore move that the amnesty 
bill, with the pending amendment, be postponed 
until Monday next at one o'clock, and be made 
the special order tor that day That will leave 
the Senator from Arkansns on the floor. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


inssachusetts movesthat the pending bill. being 


whom are 


the bill relieving from legal and political dis- 
abilities, with the amendment offered by him- 
avif, be postpon d until Mouday next at one 


and made the special order for that 
Of course it will } 
ut finished business pending at 
: ? 


Is there ae tion? 


Ohe, and it is so ore 


‘ 


Lime 
the close this 


week j 

. Ths " } } 
ered, ifthere be no objee 
he amendment of the Senator from Mas- 
ichusetts will be ordered to be printed, as it is 


ty 
no 0 


lon 


in print in the precise terms in which 
he desires to present it. 

No objection being made, the Senate will now 
resume the question of privilege, upon which the 
: from Arkansas is entitled to the floor. 


enator 
MATTERS IN ARKANSAS 

Mr. CLAYTON resumed the floor and con 
cluded his remarks, his entire speeeh being as 
follows: 

Mr. President, it is with great reluctance 
that I feel called upon to crave the indulgence 
of the Senate while I review, as briefly as pos- 
sible, a portion of the tesiimony upon which 
this report is based. 


sas; which jury, if the testimony of Whipple 


is to be believed, the honorable judge of the | 


United States court was constrained to pro- 
nounce a ‘* political machine.’’ By this jury 
| had the honor of being indicted; for when 


political adversaries, failing in every other way | 


to overcome the object of their euvy and mal- |) 
ice, undertake to prostitute one of the courts | 


of the country for the purpose of persecuting, 
and not prosecuting their rival; when the 
cloud thus temporarily cast over that individ- 


| ual shall vanish, as vanish it surely will, not 


only will the blackness of their nefarious de- 
signs be exposed to the public gaze, but the 
man thus harassed and vilified will receive 
some additional consideration. 

The other witness is the person who was 
lately suspended by the President from the 
office of United States district attorney, and 


| constituted a prominent part of this ‘* polit- 


Upon the subject-matter of the report itself | 


I have nothing to say, except that it was my 
desire, and | so expressed myself to ihe com 
mitiee, that after having commenced an invest: 
igation into the affairs of Arkansas i 
be continued until the whole field was thor- 
oughly explored. 

{he honorable committee, however, after 
having heard the ex parte testimony of two 
wilnesses summoned at the instance of the 
honorable Senator from Missouri, who is a 
member of that committee, [ Mr. Barr, } saw 
proper to stop all further investigations, and 
report to this honorable Senate for its action. 

1 am impressed with the belief that the 
course of the committee in this respect is not 
only in strict accordance with parliamentary 
usage, but is compatible with that rule of 
courtesy which is extended to every member 
of this body whose character may be assailed 
in the course of an inquiry instituted for an- 
other and different purpose. 

Mr. Presider t the Lwo witnesses to whom I 
have alluded, and who are the authors of this 
testimony, now before the Senate, are Kdward 
Wheeler and William G. Whipple. Whe first 
named was foreman of the laie United States 
grand jury for the eastern district of Arkan- 


should | 


The Chair hears | 


| tion would be willing to rest his case. 


ical machine,’’ a kind of antomaton who movec 
the pieces upon the judicial chess-board at 
the will of a certain invisible gentleman who 
pulled the wires. 

If any one will take the trouble to read the 
testimony of these witnesses, he will soon dis- 
cover, from the animus prevailing throughout, 
that it is not of that impartial and unbiased 
character upon which a person in public posi- 
And I 
am quite sure, if the Senate will do me the 
justice I think myseif entitled to, this case will 
not rest here. 

Upon analyzing this testimony it will be 
found to bear mainly upou three particular 
subjects of inquiry: first, the execution of 








| ibe laws in the State of Arkansas during my | 
| administration as Governor; seeoud, the action | 
of the honorable judge of the United States 


district court for the eastern district of Arkan- 


: || sas in dismissing the grand jury, and in writin 
be subject to the || 8 6 an 8 


a letter to me withdrawing certain assurances 
whieh he had previously given; third, the 
action of his Excellency, the President. in 
suspending from office William G. Whipple 
(one of the witnesses) and Robert F. Catter 
son, who was also summoned before the com- 
mittee, but did not testifv. 

So far as my acts as Governor of the State 
of Arkansas are concerned, | have this to 
sny: that they have always been open and 
above-board, subject to the scrutiny of the 
people of the State, and the investigation of 
their properly constituted tribunals. I have 
never shrank from that scrutiny, nor have 
| avoided any investigation; neither do [ 
now. The people of Arkansas, to whom | was 
alone responsible as Governor, have twice 
through their represeutatives given their un- 


qualified approval of my oflicial course by | 
electing me tothe highest position within their | 


gift, each time by a very large and flattering 
majority, and the last time upon the very heels 


ot an investigation in the shape of an impeach- || 
| ment, whereby an opportunity was afforded my | 


political enemies to make good tbeir charges. 
lo show how utterly they failed to substan- 
tiate their charges, | send to the Clerk’s desk 
a copy of the report of the board of managers 
appointed to prepare and prosecute the articles 
of impeachment, and ask that it be read. 

"he Chiet Clerk read as follows from pages 
537 to 640 of the journal of the house of rep- 
resentatives of Arkansas, session of 1871: 

‘Mr. Neat, by unanimous consent, submitted the 
following report of the managers appointed to pre- 
sare and prosecute articles of impeachment against 
Powell Clayton, the Governor of the State; which 
was read, namely: . : ‘ 

‘*Mr. Speaker: The committee appointed by this 
honorable house as a board to prepare particular 
articles of impeachment against his Excellency, 
Powell Clayton, Governor of the State of Arkansas, 
and to exhibit and make good the same, did, in obe- 
dience to the order of this house, immediately pro- 
ceed to the bar of the senate, and did there give 
notice that they would, in due time, exhibit partic- 
ular articles of impeachment against said Pywell 
Clayton, Governor of the State of Arkansas; and 
the committee have made every effort within their 
power to obtain information to enable them to pre- 
pare such articles of impeachment for the eousidera - 
tion of this house. 7 

* The committee addressed to the honorabie board 











of managers heretofore appointed by this house: 
this behalf, a letter, and delivered the same no” 
honorable chairman of said board the day jt b = 
date, a copy of which letter is hereto annexed» 
spectfully requesting said board of managers fn 
nish this committee with the testimony, the na oi 
of all witnesses on behalf of the State, in the mt 
of impeachment against his Excellency, Powell 
Clayton, together with the residences of ‘said y;.. 
nesses, and the committee have not as yet recejy,) 
the desired information. ved 

‘The committee, as a board of managers, h 
their utmostdiligence to learnsuch facts as the coy 
mittee are of opinion must be learned in orde, to 
exhibit particular articles of impeachment agains: 
his Excellency the Governor, with a dignity becom. 
ing this honorable house, and have carefully sough: 
information of parties who the committee had reas, 
to believe were in possession of or conversant ak 
the facts and evidence necessary to conduct the tris: 
of his impeachment successfully, and have failed ; 
their effort. " 

* The committee have also examined with care th, 
records of the office of the honorable, the secretary 
of State, which havea bearing on the issuing of State 
bonds to the Mississippi, Ouachita, and Red Rive; 
Railroad Company, in connection with the acts of 
the General Assembly of the State of Arkansas 
with reference to issuing State bonds to railroads 
and are of the opinion that there is not sufficient ey). 
dence to convict his Excellency of misdemeanor ; 
office. 

‘*The committee having made these unsuccessfy| 
efforts to procure the necessary evidence or informa. 
tion, have to report that they have fuiled to obtai; 
any facts as data that would warrant them in ar. 
tempting to prepare particular articles of impeach. 
ment against his Excellency, Governor Powel 
Clayton. 

** When these grave questions were presented to 
this house, some fifteen days ago, this house was as. 
sured that there was ample testimony at hand to sus- 
tain the charges therein set forth, which could be 
obtained at any time, and would be furnished on 
application, with a full and complete statement of 
facts that could be proven on trial, which would 
have enabled the committee to prepare particular 
articles of impeachment upon such statements, 

“The committee are now informed by some that 
there is certain evidence in the city of New York 
and other places, that willsus ain thecharges. From 
others by whom we were informed of the abundance 
and sufficiency of proof at hand, the committee cap 
get no information whatever. And such in‘orma- 
tion asthe committee have been able to obtain is, 
in the opinion of the committee, entirely inadequate 
to sustain the charges against the Governor, and too 
frivolous to attempt a further prosecution of this 
case, 

‘* And believing as we did, when we voted to im- 
peach Governor Clayton, that it is not only the right 
but the sworn duty of a representative of the people 
to protect their rights by a thorough investigation 
of the official acts of their servants, however high 
the position they occupy, we here take occasion to 
say with the lights then before us, we would do so 
again. 

“The committee entered upon the discharge of the 
duties imposed upon them with a full determina- 


AVe used 


in 


|| tion that, to the best of their ability, they would 


vindicate the rights of the people; but while they 
are ready and willing to vindicate the people's 
rights, they are unwilling to prosecute this case 
further, when they have no grounds to believe that 
they can, from any proof within the knowledge or 
reach of the committee, prosecute this case to a suc- 
cessful termination. 

** In view of the facts above stated, and the further 


| fact the people demand at our hands such relief as 


we are able to give by legislation, the committee 
would respectfully recommend the adoption of the 


foilowing resolution: 


Resolved, That further proceeding in the impeach- 


| ment of Powell Ciayton be dispensed with, and that 


the action of this house heretofore taken, be set 
aside and canceled; that the senate be informed of 
the actionof this housein the premises, by the clerk 
of the house, and that the committee as the board 
of managers be discharged. 

Cc. B. NEAL 


CHARLES MINOR, 
JOSEPH A. MEEK.” 


Mr. CLAYTON. This report, Mr. President, 
was adopted by a vote of 49 to 18, and a few 


| days afterward I was elected by the same house 
| to the position whieh | now occupy by a hand- 


some mujority over all competiters, and not 
by Democratic voies either, notwithstanding 
Mr, Whipple testifies that | gave the certificate 
of election to General Epwarps in order to 
secure tiie Democratic vote. Amongthe whole 
number voting for me in both houses there 
was but one Democrat, and I can ouly account 
for his vote by the fact that he was a Metuodist 
preacher and @ conscientious man. 

After such proceedings upon the part of 
the lawfully constituted authority in the invest: 
igation of my official action as Governor, it 
seems scarcely vecessary for me to occupy the 
time of the Senate in reviewing that portion 
of the testimony which reiates to the charges 
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disposed of. S 
consideration of that portion of the 

.etimony Which relates to the issuing of the 
ertificate of election to Joun Epwarps as 

member of Congress from the third district 

mem' 

of Arkansas. . | 

The testimony of both witnesses seems to || 
adicate that the certificate was illegally and 
fraudulently issued by myself, for the purpose 
” aining Democratic votes for the United | 
es Senate. On page 62 of the printed 

~imony, in answer to the question, ** What | 
vas the reason assigned for CLAYTON acting as | 
‘o did?’’ Wheeler replied, ‘* it was generally | 
-egarded that he expected, by supporting Ep- 
waxps, to gain some Democratic voies iu the 
Legislature for United States Senator. And 
in answer to the question, ‘‘ That it was for his 
own interest, and to secure his own election as 
be replies, ‘* It was so understood ; 
ves, sir?’ On page 70, the following testimony 
wasgiven by Whipple: 

“By Mr. Biair: 

“ Question. What was the motive of the Governor 
n giving this certificate to a man who was not | 
alected ? od : 

* dnswer. Of course it is very hard to tell what his 
motive was. It is generally understood that it was | 
jone in pursuance of a trade. 

“Question. Of a trade? | 

Answer. Yes, sir, that is the general understand- | 
u , € 
"Question, What was that trade ? 

inswer. That the Democratic members of the 
Legislature should support him for theSenate cf the | 
United States. _ 

Question, Did they do it? 


tous 


of 


or 
5 

ot 

Sab 


senator, 


* Answer. Yes, sir, they did. 1} 


; Question. Aud the Governor carried out bis part 
artsy sir, it seems very plain that he did 
that.” . 

On page 76, when cross-examined by the 
chairman of the committee, Mr. Whipple testi- 
fies as follows: 


Question. Who is understood to head the *brin- 
jle-tails,’ as you call them? 

(newer. | think Mr. Brooks is understood to be 
the leader of the * brindle-tails.’ 

* Question. There was a majority of Republicans 
in the Legislature that elected Governor CLAYTON to 
the United States Senate? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

‘Question. And when these two divisions came 
nto conflict in regard to electing a United States 
Senator, you say the CLAYTON men entered into a cor- 
rupt combination with the Democrats, by which the 


Democrats agreed to vote for Governor CLAYTON for | 


the Senate of the United States, in consideration of 
Governor CLAYTON giving a certificate of election to 
the Democratic candidate for Congress in the third 
congressional district of the State? 

Answer. That is believed by many persons. 

‘‘ Question. You have already stated that here as 
the general beliefin the State? 

* Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is that your belief? 

* Answer. Well, it is my belief that CLlayTon made 
some trade with the Democrats. Precisely what 
were the terms of the trade I would not undertake 
to say. 

“Question. You have already put it in that form 
in youriestimony. I want to understand if that is 
your belief, 

j Answer. Ido not think I put it in exactly that 
form. 
, i atention. You stated that to be the general 
elief, 

* Answer, L think it is the general belief. 

Question. Do you inelude yourself among those 
who entertain that belief? 

“ Answer. Well, I have reason to believe it, and I 
know of no reason why it is not true.”’ 


On page 77 he testifies as follows: 
“ Question. Believing that this corrupt combina- 


tion existed, as you have stated, why did you not | 


also prepare indictments against the corrupt mem- 
bers of the Legislature for aiding and procuring 
Governor CLaYTon to issue that certificate ? 


Answer. Because no basis of facts was furnished || 
I do not | 


me. | have merely stated my belief. 
undertake to state the facts.” 

Mr. President, I have failed to discover in 
any portion of this testimony any statement of 
facts upon which the witnesses base their opin- 


of atrade between myself and certain unknown 
Democrats. Whipple at urst intimates very 
strongly that a trade did exist in relation to 
this certificate. Afterward he says that he 
believes some trade was made, the precise 
terms of which he will not undertake to state. 
And still further on he acknowledges that he 

no facts whatever upon which to base his 
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j as 
I shall therefore pass on Opinies- Upon page 77, when asked upon 
| what grounds I| based the issuance of the cer- 


tificate, he answers, ‘I have never been able 
to learn.”’ Now, since it seems he cannot 
answer that question, | propose to answer it 
for him ; and | believe, before I get through, I 
shall do it to the satisfaction of this Senate, 


_and of all others who are not utterly blinded 


by prejudice. 

The grounds upon which I justify the issu- 
ance of the certificate are simply these: after 
the election referred to, at which members of 
the Legislature were chosen, information came 
to me from the very highest sources in the 
State, being no less than from the supreme 
; court and the legislative department of the 
| government, which satisfied me that what 
| purported to be returns in the office of the sec 
retary of State for eight precinct sin the county 
of Pulaski were the returnsof illegal and bogus 
elections, and were consequently no returns at 
all in the legal acceptation of the term. 

In three of the precincts alluded to, two sets 
of polls were held, one under the control of 
the judges and clerks of election appointed, 
not by the Governor, as Whipple testifies on 
page 87, but by the board of registration, as 
the law requires. The other was held by un- 
authorized persons claiming to act under the 
authority of the sheriff of the county and of 
the United States marshal. Manifesily, both 
polls could not have been legal, since the law 
only authorizes one set of polls in each pre 
cinct. 

The county clerk, who, it appears, was a 
party to this transaction, certified to the sec- 
retary of State the returns of the unauthor- 
ized judges, and deciined to certify the returns 
of the regular judges. 

Upona writ of mandamus the case was heard 
by the supreme court, and a decision rendered, 
| with the concurrence of the full bench, that 
the elections held by the judges appointed by 
the board of registration were the legal elec 
tions, and that the others were illegal and void, 
| and the county clerk was compelled to certify 
|| the returns accordingly. 
| in the office of secretary of State what pur 





appeared fair upon their face; and, I suppose, 
=! 


wise discretion, but my sworn duty, | saw fit 


} 


illegal and void, then it became his 


of procuring indictments against his brind] 


ballots. 


to law,’’ 


were unlawful. And again he says: 


they feared.’’ 


were right in the main, I suppose he did not 





into the mill while it was so important that it 


indicumeuts against the rascally ‘* minstre!s.’ 


and the action of the supreme court thereon. 


certificate. 


A short time after the Legislature assembled, 


So you see we had 


ported to be two sets of returns for the three 
| precincts alluded to; and yet, according to 
Whipple’s testimony upon page 82, I had no 
alternative but to count both sets of returns, 
in canvassing the vote, no matier how fraudu- 
l-nt and void they might be, siuce they both 


according to the learned Whip ple, if, in the 
exercise of what I conceived to be not ouly a 


to discard the returns of the election declared 
duty to 
have me indicted, although it seems his con- 
science never suggested to him the propriety 


tail friends who set up these bogus polls, thus 
defrauding many ignorant voters out of theic 
He says in his testimony on page 84 
that ‘it is a question of law whether the oper- 
ations of the brindle-tails were in conformity 
notwithstanding the supreme court 
of the State had decided that their operations 


** [believe whatever they did was done forthe pur- 
pose of protecting themselves against frauds, which 


Having arrived at this sage conclusion, and 
believing, as he says, that the brindle-tails 


deem it advisable to put a brindle-tail grist 


|| should be used exclusively in grinding out 
ion that the certificate was issued in pursuance || 
Mr. President, 30 much for the double polls 


I desire now to call the aitention of the Senate 
to the action of the legislative department, 
which also furnishes a portion of the grounds 
upon which I based my action in issuing ihe 
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the following joint resolution was passed by 
both houses of the General Assembly, and a 
commitiee of investigation appointed accord- 
ingly. I send tothe Clerk's desk a copy of the 
journal of the senate of the State of Arkansas, 
and ask to have read the resolutions referred 
to. lt will be found on page 53. 

Phe Chiet Clerk read as follows from the 
journal of the Arkansas senate, session of 
1871, page 53: 

Whereas itis alleged that violent and insurrec- 
tionary proceedings were hadin the county of Pu- 
laski, on the 8th day of November last, whereby 
the public peace was jeopardized and the authority 
of certain officers of the law set at defiance: There- 
ore 
me Be it resolved by the Senate of the State of Arkan- 
sas, That a special committee of three be appointed 
by the president, to investigate and report the facts 
connected with such alleged proceeding; and forthat 

| purpose that such committee be empowered to take 
testimony, and to send for persons und papers, and 
request joint action with the committee already 
appointed by the house.” 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, these 
| alleged outrages were committed in Pulaski 
county, where the capital of the State is located ; 
| and the legislative investigation was had upon 

the very spot where the alleged illegal pro 
ceedings took place, and within the short 
| period of about two months after their occur- 
rence. So you see the facilities for arriving 
at the facts were favorable. Upon page 142 
of the senate journal, and page 759 of the 
house jourval, may be found the report of this 
committee, which was adopted by a very large 
and overwhelming majority in both houses. 
From this report it will be seen that James L. 
Hodges, one of the leaders of that faction with 
| which the witnesses, Wheeler and Whipple, 
| are identified, undertook to bribe the registrar 
| prior to the election to issue two thousand 
| fraudulent certificates of registration, and allow 
him (Hodges) to name the judges of election 
| I'uiliag in this, it appears that a conspiracy 
was formed by members of this faction to pre- 
vent the lawful judges and clerks from hold- 
ing the election, and for the purpose of setting 
up illegal and bogus polls under the control 
of persons previously selected by them from 
their particular faction; that this conspiracy 
was carried into execution in five precincts 
of the county by the conspirators taking pos- 
session of the voting places in advance of 
the election with men and arms; by openir 
their bogus elections befor 


ig 
the hour fixed by 
law, and by intimidating and otherwise pre 
venting the regular judges from holding the 
election when the lawful hour arrived. lu 
several of the precinets the vote thus polled 
exceeded largely the actual registered voters, 
which may explain why Hodges wanted the 
two thousand bogus certificates of 
tion. 


registra 


The report also shows that in the five pre 
cincts betore alluded to, failing to prevent 
the lawful judges from holding the election, 
they set up separate aud double polls; and 
that in other precincts they attempted to carry 
out their conspiracy, but failed entirely by 
reason of the vigilance and determination ot 
the legal officer 

The report also shows that United States 
Marshal Catierson and his deputies took a 
promine:t part in these fraudulent and out 
rageous proceedings. Indeed, so flagrant and 
high handed were their acts, that the commit- 
{ hereaiter be seen, recommended 
to the Legislature the propriety of separating 
the election of State and county officers from 
the election of members of Congress, which 
recommendation was afterwards adopted by 
the Legislature and enacted into a law, for no 
other reason whatever but to prevent in the 
future similar interference in the local affairs 
of the State by United States officials. And, 
Mr. President, ihis United States marshal, who 
by himself and through his deputies, under the 
pretended authority of the enforcement act, 
trampled upon the laws of the State of Arkan 
sas, and attempted by fraud and violence to 
defeat the will of the people of that State in 
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the expression of their preference at the ballot- 
box. is the very identical individual whom the 
President has lately removed from office, and 
who thereupon has received so much sympathy 
from certain Democratic quarters. 

[| regret that this legislative report is too 
us to be read, for it would sheda flood 
I will ask 
that the concluding portion be read to show 
the final conclusion arrived at. 

(he Chiet Clerk read the following extracts 
from the report of the senate committee in 
relation to election frauds in Pulaski county 


yoiunmine 
of light upon this whoie question. 


at the November election, 1870, made Jauuary | 
14, 1871, contained in the journal of the senate | 


ot Arkansas, session of 1871, pages 158 to 169; 


‘In conclusion your committee desire to 
cepecial attention to the testimony of Fitch, the 
registrar.and Mr. Chamberlain. Fitch swears posi 
tively that Hodges approached him and desired him 
to issue two thousand fraudulent certificates of regis- 
tration, and to allow 
iu lges of election, for which Hodges 
; 


ave Fitch elected clerk of the house of represent 
natives, and would insure the position to be worth 
$5,000 

Your committee have patiently pursued their 


investigations, and thereport and testimony as will 
be seen is voluminous, More testimony might have 


been clicited tending toshow the samecriminal acts, | 


but your committee have thought proper to suspend 
the work of piling up infamy and the evidence of it, 
ind submit the re 
their information and guidance. The heart grows 
ick and our confidence in the integrity of mankind 


sickens and grows less day by day as we probe the | 


acts of corruption perpetrated in this county at the 
late election. The ambition of Hodges, Green, and 
Hartwan 
side.’ These three men were candidates for a seat 
in the house of representatives on the Republican 
ticket, but en all-wise Providence, for some good 
and to us unknown reason, has spared the people of 
the tenth district from being represented by such 
men. Our sywpathic ire with the cause under 
whose banner theseunblushing and barefaced frauds 
were committed; but we feel that Republicanism 
cannot prosper, nor does it deserve to prosper by 


the use of the means employed in Pulaski county. 


‘The reeciver is as bad as the thief,’ and an in 
dorsement of the acts of these men in the late elec- 
tion would place us in the light of ‘ receivers.’ 

Your committee have no doubt that a conspiracy 
was formed to carry the election by fraud, and that 
the men who executed it, in most instances, were 
mere puppets, that were moved by the direction 


of other men, whose names do not appear in the | 


evidence. If your body will take the evidence of 
Hodges and Ilartman, and note their answers, and 
compare them with the evidence of men of spotless 
reputations for truth and veracity, senators will at 


once see the reason why the moving minds of this | 


grout wrong cannot be ascertained. Whenever men 
fail to recognize the sanctity of an oath, it becomes 
useless on our part to push further inquiries. 

‘Your committee are informed that no man con- 
nected with these frauds and outrages has 
arrested orindicted, and that the participantsthere 
in openly boast that the clerk and sheriff of Pulaski 
county will never let a grand jury be impaneled 
that would indict them. Not one officer clothed 
with the majesty of the law, from Marshal Catter 
aon down to his lowest deputy, discharged his sworn 


duty, but, on the contrary, used it to aid in the acts | 


of fraud and violence to which we have called atten 
tion. The deputy sheriff, like the deputy marshal, 
was often one and the same person. If any one of 
the latter class performed 
them by the law of the State, we have been unable 
to learn his name. 

* Your committee are of opinion that it ought to 
be made a penal offense for a person acting as a 
deputy sheriff to, at the same time, exercise the 
powersand duties ofadeputy United States marshal. 
The combination of the two offices in one person 


was ove of the means by which these frauds were | 


consummated, 

* Your committee would further recommend that 
thought be given as to the propriety of separating 
the clection of State and county officers from the 
clection of members of Congress. It this should be 
done, the United States marshals would have no 
exouse for interfering and overriding all law for the 

urposc of forcing obnoxious men, not into Congress, 
»ut into the Legislature of the State, as was the 
object in the late election. 

* Your committee now desire to call attention to 
the tact that in Ashley township the election was 
opened before the hour prescribed by law, and by 
judges who had no authority to act, as the regular 
teases were present and ready to hold the election, 
and to the further fact that as many as seventy 


armed men were there for the purpose of intimid- | 


ation. The same thing is true in Gray, Badgett, East- 
man. and Campbell. 

**Your committee are therefore of opinion that 
the clections in those townships (Gray, Badgett, 
Eastman, and Campbell.) ought to be declared void 
for the reasons stated. As tothe township of Eagle, 
and the first and third wards of the city of Little 
Rock, your committee are of opinion that the elec- 
tions held under the auspices of Dr. Hartman, by 
Poster, Bates, and Kruil, in the first ward, and in the 


him (llodges) to name the | 
said he would | 


ult of their labors to this body for | 


‘overleaped itself and fell on the other | 


been | 


the duty enjoined on | 


1} 





third ward, under the management of Moses Reed, 


| (Brooke’s brother-in-law.) by Brayman, Holland, 


call | 


| cluded from the count. 





and Divine, and in the township of Eagle by the 
irregular judges, are absolutely void, and in this 
view we are supported and sustained by the supreme 
court of the State in Howard et al. ve. McDiarmid, 
and by the action of the senate in the contested- 
election case of Riley against Brooks, from the tenth 
district.” 


Mr. CLAYTON. Now, Mr. President, if 
the action of the legislative department of the 
government of the State of Arkansas, together 
with the decisions of the supreme court of that 
State, can be relied upon, the elections held in 
certain precincts in Pulaski county, heretofore 
alluded to, were null and void. If they were 


null and void, manifestly the returns must have | 


been, for legal returns cannot emanate from 
bogus elections. Ifthe returus were nulland 
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void, it seems to me the due execution of the || ‘ 
| the legislative caucus which nominated me, | 
| pledged myself that I would not under any 


law would demand that they should be ex- 
This I did, and by this 


action it appeared that Jonny Epwarps was 


elected to Congress from the third congres- | 
sional district of Arkansas, and the certificate | 


was issued accordingly. ‘The 
** Head and front of my offending 
Hath this extent, no more.”’ 
For this I was indicted by a grand jury of 
the United States court, although William G. 


Whipple, the then United States attorney, at | 
whose instance the indictment was procured, | 


must have been aware of the facts set forth by 
the decision of the supreme court and the 
legislative investigation. Atthe timethe cer 
tificate was issued my conscience approved 


the act, and could I retrace my steps, with the | 


lights which are now before me, I would act 
upon the same principles again though a bri- 


_ gade of such attorneys as Wiliiam G. Whipple 


confronted me, and a thousand such indict- 
ments stared me in the face, 


So much for the grounds upon which I based | 
T come | 


my action in issuing this certificate. 
now to the insinuation, for it does not rise to 
the dignity of a charge, that the certificate was 
issued to gain Democratic votes. This has no 
foundation whatever in fact. Whipple may 
well say that he has no facts upon which to base 
his opinion, for none ever existed. This cer- 
tificate was issued forthe reasons I have stated, 
and because I believed it to be my sworn duty 
to issue it. 

Having disposed of this question, | now de- 
sire to call the attention of the Senate to the 
testimony of this witness as elicited by the Sen 
ator from Missouri, commencing on page 73, 


and relating to my motives for declining the | 


position of United States Senator when first 
elected: 


** Question. As I understand, Governor CLAYTON 
was elected Senator, and declined to accept ? 

** Answer. Yes, sir. 

*“* Question. What was his reason for declining to 
accept when first elected ? 

* Anewer. What reason did he assign? 
mm Snstses., Yes. 
** Answer. The reason that he assigned was that 
the interests of the Republican party in Arkansas 
required that he should remain Governor. But that 
was not the general understanding at all. 


“ Question. What was the general understanding 
on the subject ? 


‘“ Answer. The general understanding was, that he | 


declined the election to the United States Senate 
because, if he went to the Senate at that time, he 
could not leave the government of the State in the 
hands of his friends, 

‘* Question. What do you suppose was the object of 
Governor CLAYTON in seeking to retain the control 
of the State in the hands of his particular friends in 
the Republican party, rather than let it go into the 
hands of any other Republicans ? What interest had 
he in that? 

‘“* Answer. Do you wish me to state what I think 
was the reason? 

“ Goostion. Certainly Ido. 

** Answer. [have reason to believe, and do believe, 
that his object was twofold: to maintain control 
of the State for future purposes, more particularly 
for the benefit of his friends to whom he was under 
personal obligation for bis election to the United 
States Senate; and also to prevent an investigation 
of the records of his administration.” 


Whipple testifies that the reason I assigned 
for declining the position of Senator when first 
elected was not the reason at all. Compre- 
hending my motives of action better than I do 


myself, he proceeds to state that I declined || thorized the issue of 


| 
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because at the time my successor would hay 
been unfriendly to me, and that J Seared -. 
investigation into the records of my adminis. 
tration. ‘This, as Mr. Whipple invariably py; 
it, was **the general understanding,” mh 
facts are simpler and sooner told. F 

This very faction which is now so bitterly 
hostile to me had, as a means of preventin; 
my election to the United States Senate. sed’ 
ulously created the impression that should 
Lieutenant Governor Johnson succeed me the 
State would inevitably be Semterized. So gen 
eral seemed the conviction at that time that 
the interests of the Republican party woyiq 
not be safe in the hands of the Lieutenan; 
Governor, that I felt it my duty to comply with 
the wishes of the party which had elected me, 
and therefore, both upon the stump and to 


circumstances vacate the executive chair jf 
by doing so the Lieutenant Governor would 
become my successor. At that time the cagy 
of quo warranto against the Lieutenant Gov. 
ernor, then pending in the supreme court, 


| it was believed would result in the vacation 








| 





of his office. Subsequently, that case having 
been decided in his favor, it necessarily {ol. 
lowed that for me to have accepted the posi- 
tion of Senator, and thus vacated the office of 
Governor, would have placed the Lieutenant 
Governor in the executive chair, in violation 
of the pledges referred to, and I accordingly 
declined. _ 


Having thus shown the motives which con. 
trolled me, I now procced to th» consideration 
of the motives falsely attributed to me by the 
witness Whipple. I read from his testimony 
in chief, page 73: 


** Question. Now, that brings us to a point that I 
want to know something about. What particular 
transaction in the records of his administration was 
there that he did not care to have disclosed ? 

“* Answer. Well, sir, forinstance, I think there was 
a great deal in connection with his managewent of 
the State aid to railroads. 

** Question. The Legislature of the State had voted 
subsidies to certain railroads ? 

** Answer. Yes, sir. 

** Question. What was the manner, or supposed to 
be the manner, in which the Governor gave out those 
subsidies? 

** Answer. The State aid torailroads was generally 
awarded to personal friends of Governor CLayTox, 
who were connected with railroads. 

** Question. Was it, in any instances, given to com- 
panies who had not complied with the requirements 
of the law? 

“* Answer. That is understood to have been the cage 
in several instances. 

** Question. In what instances in particular ? 

** Answer. Well, sir. in the case of the Memphisand 
Little Rock railroad, State aid for one hundred and 
twenty miles was awarded, when only forty-five 
miles remained to be built and have since been built. 

** Question. He paid to the company tke amountof 
aid they would have been entitled to bad they built 
one hundredand twenty miles of road? 

“* Answer. Yes, sir; $1,200,000. : 

** Question. And they have built only forty-odd 
miles, for which they are entitled to the State aid? 

** Answer. Yes, sir. 

“* Question. And it is believed he has violated the 
law in this issue of State bonds overand above what 
the law authorized to be issued ? 

** Answer. Yes, sir. 

“* Question, Are there any other instances of sim- 
ilar violations of the law on the part of the Gov- 
ernor? 

** Answer. Well, sir, in the case of what is known 
asthe Little Rock, Pine Bluff, and New Orleans rail- 
road, the president of which is James M. Lewis, com- 
missioner of immigration for the State of Arkansas. 
and conspicuously known as an intimate personal 
friend of Governor CLayTon, I think there has been 
$750,000 of State aid awarded to the road, besides 
$320,000 in leveebonds. For that there has been built 
about twelve miles of road. and I understand that 
the iron for those twelve miles has, forthe wost part, 
been since removed and put on other roads. I havo 
reason to believe, and do believe, that Mr. Lewis has 
not spent more than $100,000 on the road. 

** Question. Was the issue of subsidy to that road 
in excess of what the law authorized the Governor to 
issue? 

“* Answer. So I understand. : 

“ Question. What amount did the law suthorize to 
be issued for the twelve miles of finished road? 

“* Answer. Fifteen thousand dollars a mile for the 
twelve miles. 

** Question. You spoke of the issue of levee bonds 
tothat road. Under what law was the road allowed 
to have those levee bonds? : 

* Answer. Well, sir, an act of the Legislature au- 

levee bonds to the amount 0 
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«= y).000 for the erection of levees, and this road- 
eel iimed for alevee, It is said that the actual 
tof crading was not to exceed $2,500a mile. Aid 
oor allowed by the State to the amount of $10.000 a 


mile +o rouds endowed with a land grant, and $15,000 
Saale to roads that had no congressional aid. 
i peu & 


(yuestion. Did that road get bonds for their em- 
hankment under the railroad law, and additional 
bonds under the levee law? 
~** Anewer. Yes, Sir. 

Question. 

bankment ? ; 
embanke r, In that way, yes, sir. The road was the 
~oad Known as the Mississippi, Ouachita, and Red 
River railroad, of which Thomas M. Bowen was 
president until recently. He was associate justice 
of the supreme court at the time, and is one of the 
managing men of the Clayton party. ' 
~* Question. What is the present debt of the State 
of Arkansas? : ; 

“Anewer. The statutes authorize the increase of 
the debt to about eighteen million dollars. I think 
the funded debt is about two million six hundred 
thousand dollars. Then there is a debt inthe shape 
of old outstanding bonds, which, with the principal 
and interest up to the Ist of Jast January, is about 
one million six hundred thousand dollars. Thenaid 
to railroads is authorized to the amount of about 
eleven million two hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars, and levee bonds to the amount of $3,000,000.” 


[ also read his testimony upon the same 





It was, then, paid twice for the same 


subject, as elicited by the chairman of the | 


committee and the Senator from North Caro- 
lina, commencing on page 80; 


Question. Your attention bas been called tosome 
proceedings under the laws of the State in reference 
to Stateaid to railroads. Do those laws provide for 
commissioners to determine Low mucb track has 
been graded? 

* Anawer. Yes, sir. 

* Question, Can the Governor issue bonds or give 
this aid in whatever form it is to be given to these 
companies until the commissioners have examined 
and certified to him? 

* 4newer. No, sir; I think he cannot. 

‘Question. Have such certificates been made to 
him by the commissioners ? 


Answer. Tam not able to state; but I presume 


they have been. 

Question. You have said, if I remember correctly 
your testimony, that the Governor has issued this aid 
to railroads in your State in violation of the law ? 


“Anawer. I did not say it was in violation of the | 


law; Istated how it had been done. 


‘Question. I understood you to say that the com- | 


wanes had certified to that distance having been 
graded. 

” Answer, Ido not think I said anything about the 
commissioners, 

_ peenen, Who are the commissioners ? 

‘Answer, I think the secretary of State, the State 
treasurer, and the Governor, were the three com- 
missioners, 

ie acon. To determine how much had been 
graded { 

“Anewer. I would not like to state about that. 

“Question. Were they the same commissioners 
under all the laws granting State aid? 

“Answer, Yes, sir; under all the railroad laws. 

* Question, Is that a general law of the State? 

“ Answer, Yes, sir. 

Question. So that the issuing of the aid, whatever 
it was, is upon the evidence required by the statute? 

‘Answer. I suppose so; Ido not know. I have 
not examined to see whether or not the requisite 
evidence was furnished. 

_ pation. You cannot say this aid was illegally 
issued ? 

Answer, Ican only state what I have stated. I 
believe it to have been illegally issued. 

Question. For instance, you say that o.ehundred 


I am not able to state upon what evidence 
they award it. 

** Question. Do yourecollect whether, in your testi- 
mony in chief, you placed this whole matter of aid 
upon the Governor, without reference to the other 
commissioners? 

** Answer. Ido not think I did. I do not think 
anything was asked about Governor CLAYTON, par- 
ticularly in reference to aid to railroads, 

** Question. You say there is a board of commis- 
sioners whose duty it isto examine whether the work 
required by the railroad law has been performed, to 
entitle the corporation to draw bonds? 

** Anawer. There is a board of commissioners of 
award for the purpose of awarding State aid. 

** Question. How? 

‘Answer. To the different railroads. They would 
select the roads to which the aid should be given, 
and I suppose would award it from time to time. 

** (Question. Perhaps | misunderstood you us saying 
that the commissioners were to examine whether the 
work had been done, which was required by the act, 
to entitle them to bonds? 

** Answer. I am not able to state precisely what is 
their duty. A reference to the statute would very 
soon show. I have not examined the statute espe- 
cially upon that point. 

‘Question. You would not say that the Governor 
of the State was on such a board as that—to report 
to himself as to whether the work had been done? 

** Answer. I think he is a member of the board. 

** Question. Of a board to parcel out these bonds to 
the various railroads? 

** Answer. Yes, sir. 

** Question. Do you know whether it was a board 


charged with tae duty of examining the work done 
on the roads? 


** Anewer. I do not. 


* Question. Your recollection is not clear as to how 
the statute is on that point? 
** Anewer. No, sir.”’ 


Mr. President, up to this time I have been 
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State. Such action on the part of the Governor shal! 
be reported to the next session of the General Assem- 
bly, who are hereby empowered to take such steps 
as may be necessary to protect the interests of the 
State. 

“Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That any railroad 
company having existence under the laws of this 
State, and desirous of receiving the State aid here- 
inafter provided for, may signify the same by ap- 
plication to the board of railroad commissioners, 
signed by the president, and attested by the seal of 
said corporation, setting forth the character and 
organization of said company, its capital stock, a 
map of the line or lines of road proposed to be built, 
the progress made thereon, the financial condition 
and resources of such company, with such other 
information as the case may require; and if said 


| board of railroad commissioners shall find such cor- 


poration to be organized according to law, with 
resources adequate to the purpose, and that the con- 


| struction of the proposed line or lines of road will 


be of public benefit, andsaid board of railroad com- 


| missioners shall consent to approve and grant such 


acting from a sense of duty which I conceived | 


I owed myself alone; but, in reviewing this 
testimony, | am governed by a double duty; 
first, to the State which I have the honor in 
part to represent; afterward to myself; for 


the witness attacks the credit of the State of 


Arkansas as weil as my own character. 

The testimony of the sitness itself discloses 
a degree of ignorance upon his part of the 
railroad laws of the State which would deter 
most persons from testifying at all concerning 
its execution, especially when the credit of a 


| State is at issue and the character of a fellow- 


man is atstake. He seenis to have confounded 


| and mixed up with the issuance of bonds the 


and twenty miles of road was to be graded, and that 
aid was issued for that distance, while oaly forty-five || 


miles have actually been graded? 
* Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Do I understand you to say that these 
commissioners have certified that one hundred and 
twenty miles of rond have been graded, when that 
number of miles of road have not been graded ? 

"’ Anewer. Ido not know about that. 

Question. Do you know whether they have or not 

80 certified ? 
,, Answer. I know what the fact is about the road. 
uestion. Do you know whether or notit is graded 
for thar distance? 
“ Answer. Yes, sir; I know the fact, for I have 
been over the road. 
; stion. I would like to know who the commis- 
sioners are, 
Answer, Very well. 
. By Mr. Brarr: 
,, duestion. ‘The Governor is one of them ? 
,, Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. And in any event he would know that 
the law has not been complied with? 

Answer. Yes sir. 

.. _ By the Cnarrman: 
, Question, You say there are three commirsioners ? 
», Answer. I believe there are three. 


Question. And without any knowledge of how || 


many there were, or who they are, you make these 
statements here ? 


». Answer, I make the statements [do make. 


uestion. You state as a lawyer,a wember of the 
bar, that ther 


e isa law requiring the commissioners 
to examine and certify before aid can be given? 
Answer. I believe the commissioners award State 


separateand distinct act of awarding State aid. 
The first is the act of the Governor, the 
second of the board of railroad commissioners. 
The railroad commissioners merely designate 
the railroads which have sufficient resources 
and will be of sufficient public benefit to justify 
the State in aiding them by the loan of its 
credit. ‘That is what is meant by the award 
of State aid. 

After the roads thus designated have com- 
plied with the provisions of the law, chief of 
which is the grading and preparing of their 
road-bed for the iron rails, then they may 
apply to the Governor for the issuance of bonds 
to the extent of the number of miles sv pre- 
pared, and it is his duty toissue them upon the 
filing by the president of the company of his 
official receipt with the Governor, toge' her with 
the affidavit of himself and four directors, that 
the bonds, or the avails of them, shall be dis- 


| posed of solely for the purpose of providing 


tor the ironing, equipping, building, and com- 
pleting of the road. ‘Ibis will fully appear 
from sections two. three, four, five, and six of 
the acts of the General Assembly of Arkan- 
sas, which I ask to have read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

‘Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the board of 
railroad commissioners are hereby authorized and 
required to receive the appiication for the loan of 
State credit herein provided for, and to designate 
the roads entitled to the same: Provided, The whole 


| aggregate number of miles of railroad proposed to 


| be built by such companies, 


to which such aid is 


| granted, does not exceed eight hundred and fifty 


miles. 

Seo. 3. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of said board of railroad commissioners to in- 
spect, from time to time, the railroad desiring to 
receive said aid, and shall indicate to the Governor 


| the manner such Stateaid is being used and applied. 


And should it appear that such State aid is being 
improperly used or applied, then the Governor is 
hereby authorized to withhold al] or a part of said 
bonds, and to take such other steps as he may deem 
vroper, to the end that the bonds shall not be squan- 
ered to the manifest injusy of the citizens of the 


application, then and thereatter the said railroad 
company or corporation shall be entitled to, and 
have a right to ask for, demand, and receive the 
bonds of the State hereinbefore declared to be 
pledged and granted, upon complying with and ful- 
tilling the terms and conditions hereinafter set forth, 

“Sree. 5. Be it further enacted, That any railroad 
company or corporation which shall have acquired 
the right to demand and receive State aid, by virtue 
of the official certificate in the preceding section 
specified, and claiming an issue of bonds in its be 
half, shall first file in the office of secretary of State 
the following papers, namely: 

‘** First. A map of the line or lines of railroad pro- 
posed to be built, showing the counties traversed, 
the general direction and terminal points, and the 
streams to be crossed, 

** Second. The affidavit of the president and chief 
engineer, showing the estimated cost of preparing 


| the first consecutive one hundred miles of road for 


the iron rails. 

* Third. Theaffidavitof the president or treasurer 
that the available resources of thecompany, subserp- 
tions, money, lands, and other means, are sufficient 
to prepare one hundred consecutive miles, or one 
third of the whole line of road for the iron rails. 

** Fourth. The affidavit of the president and chief 
engineer, that ten consecutive miles of road have 
been graded, bridged, furnished with ties, and made 
ready for the iron rails. 

“Fifth. And shall furnish the Governor with such 
papers, documents, and other information as he may 
require in reference tothe railroad or its manage- 
ment, to which affidavit shall be made. 

“Seco. 6. Be wu further enacted, That thereupon the 
Governor, or the person filling for the time being the 
executive office, shall issue to the president of said 
company the bonds of the State of Arkaneas, bear- 
ing the seal of the State, attested by the secretary 
of State, as provided in section one hereof, upon the 
completion and preparation for the iron rails of 
each suceceding ten miles or wore, until the entire 
line or lines of road of said railroad corporation shall 
be completed. The president of such railroad com- 
pany shall file his official receipt for each issue of 
bonds, accompanied by the affidavit of himself and 
at least four directors, that the bonds, or the avails 
of them, shall be disposed of solely for the purpose 
of providing for theironing, equipping, building and 
completing said road.” 


Mr. CLAYTON. But on another point 
this witness has testified with equal ignorance 
of, or indifference to, the facts of the case. 
He has stated that the State aid to railroads 
was generally awarded to my personal friends. 
Now, fortunately, this is a question of fact 
to be settled, not by the general impression 
or belief of any man, or set of men, but by 
the records of roads to which aid was given 
These roads were as follows: 


> Miles. 
Memphis and Little Rock............ .. 90 
Little Rock and Fort Smith..............cesseeeeeee 150 
Cairo and Fulton........ OO 
Little Roeek and Helena ; = a 
Missiasippi, Ouachita, and Ked river........ ..... 100 
Little Jiock, Pine Liutf, and New Orleans............112 


Now, of these companies it is not pretended 
that there are more than two with which my 
personal friends were connected ; and these 
two roads received less than one tourth of the 
eight hundred and fifty miles of State aid which 
the commissioners underthe law could pledge 
or award. All of the other roads which 
received an award of the State aid were con- 
trolled by men who were conspicuously, either 
personally or politically, opposed to me; but 
they were enterprises of great public import- 
ance, and I could not, and as has been seen did 
not, suffer my personal feelings or ambition 
to affect my official action as one of the com- 
missioners. In the case of the Memphis and 
Little Rock railroad, one of the roads par- 
ticularly mentioned by Whipple, the officers 
| and agents of that road were, from an early 
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day to the close of the senatorial contest, the 
active and earnest friends of my most formi- 
the position I now hold. 
states that the award of 


dable competitor or 

But Mr. Whipple 
State aid made to this road was illegally given 
or pledged. This will be asserted only by 
those who can see no meaning in the plainest 
provisions of law, and to this luminous and 
lear! ed 
of discovering what he suspects is in violation 


witness belongs the exclusive credit 


of law. 

[ask that the ninth section of the railroad act 
of the General Assembly of the State of Ark 
ansas, Commencing on page 152, be now read. 

lhe Chief Clerk read as follows: 

“See. 9. Be it further enacted, That nothing herein 
shall be construed to prevent said board of railroad 
commissioners granting tne Stateaid herein contein- 
placed to the whole or any part of any railroad in 
the State which may now be unfinished orin process 
of construction: Provided, That as soon as this act 
shall beratified by the people and the commissioners 
shal! approve the application of any company which 
may be entitled to the benefits of this act, and they 
shall havecomplied with its provisions, the Governor 
shall be authorized to iesue the bonds to said com- 
pany upon demand therefor, as provided for in this 
act,”’ 


Mr. CLAYTON. Now, there was only one 
railroad in the State at the time of the passage 
of the railroad law to which the foregoing sec 
tion could be applicable. ‘There was only one 
railroad inthe State which was then unfinished 
or in process of construction, to use the words 
of the law, and that was the Memphis and Lit- 
tle Rock road. The completion of this road 
was felt by every citizen to be of the first im 
portance, because it wo ild bring the capital, 
which is the commercial center of the State, 
into immediate communication, by means of 
the roads terminating at Memphis, with all 
Hence, in awarding aid, 
siovers took into cousideration the 


parts of the Union 
the commis 
needs of the company, and gave an amount 
sufficient, in their jadgment, to secure the com 
ple ion of the road 

As stated in the testimony, the entire length 
of this road is one hundred and thirty miles; 
and, although the length of the new work 
required to be built did not exceed forty-five 
this was @ very 
expensive portion, and other poriions were 
inally so imperfectiy constructed that a 
marge outlay was indispe nesable to make the 
road available for and trafhc ! here- 
fore the commissioners, in their discretion, 
gave to ‘‘unfinished and in 
process of construction,’’ not aid for the whole 
length, as the law would have fully permitted, 
but aid to the extent of one hundred and 
twenty miles. And I have since been assured 
by the officers of this road that but for the 
aid so given its construction could not have 
been accomplished. 

Asto Mr. Whipple's legal opinions or beliefs, 
touching the award given to this particular 
road, I can only say that the  sharp-witted 
capitalists who deal in these securities do not 
seem to have heard ofshese opinions and be- 
liefs, or else do not attach any value to them ; 
for the bonds issued to this very road command 
rates higher by from ten to fifteen per cent. 
than can be had for any other class of secur 
ities issued by the State of Arkansas. 

But this astute legal gentleman states that 
there were other violations of law in the case 
of other roads; namely, the Little Rock, Pine 
Biuff, and New Orieans railroad, and the Mis 
sissippi, Ouachita, and Red River railroad. 
By referring to the law it will be found that 
when a certain number of consecutive miles of 
road ure graded, bridged, and furnished with 
eross-ties, and when certificates or affidavits 
0 this effect are duly filed with the secretary 
of State, the State bouds shall thereupon be 
issued. Yet Whipple, in total and disgraceful 
ignorance of the provisions of the law which 
he aitempted to recite and interpret, testifies 
that the law authorizes the issue of bonds only 
upon the laying of the rails, when it is the evi: | 
deut purpose of the law to provide by the issue | 


miles, division of the road 
originally 


travel 


this road, then 





| will add 


which Whipple says must be laid before the 
bonds can be obtained. Then the only ques- 
tion which remains is, had the Little Rock, 
Pine Bluff, and New Orleans railroad fifty miles 
of road graded, bridged, and furnished with 
cross-ties, with the proper affidavits thereof 
duly filed? Evidently if this had been done, 
all had been done which the law demanded. 
A reference to the documents on file in the 
otlice of the Governor and secretary of State 
show that these precedent conditions had been 
fully complied with, and that the issue of the 
bonds to this company was in the strictest con- 
formity to not only the letier, but the spirit 
of the law. 

But this witness further testifies with refer- 
ence to this road that its rails, of which there 
were eighteen and a half miles instead of 
twelve miles, had been removed and placed 
on other roads, evidently intending to convey 
the idea that the rails had been removed for a 
fraudulent and dishonest purpose. The facts 


| are, that the railroad company having decided 


to change its gauge from a wide to a narrow 
gauge, sold its rails in order to substitute a rail 
proportioned to the newly adopted gauge ; and 
these are facts with which every one at all con- 
versant with ‘he affairs of the road was per- 
fecily farmiliar, and were also facts which were 
at the time a matter of publie record. And 
that forty wiles of rails are now 
in transitu for this road. 

to the levee bonds issued to this 
road, under a general law providing for the 
building of levees railroad companies were 
entitled to receive levee bonds in payment for 
the building of such portions of their embank- 
ments as would, in the judgment of the State 
engineer, auswer the purposes of a levee. A 
few miles of the road came within this pro- 


Now, a 


| vision of the levee law and received some levee 


| bonds, the amount of which I 


do not know, 
for as Governor, | had no supervision of the 
matter, the whole power in the premises being 
lodged exclusively with the commissioner of 
public works and internal improvements and 
the State auditor. 

What amount of money has been expended 
upon this road [ cannot undertake to say, but 
if the report of the chief engineer of the road 


is to be taken against the statements of Whip- 


ple, who probably never saw a foot of the 


| road, but who seems to be as well informedin 


the details of railroad construction as he is in 
matters of plain statutory provisions, the cost 
of the work to November 15, 1871, was little 
short of one miliion dollars. 

The witness referred to seems also to testify 
that levee bonds were irregularly issued to the 
Mississippi, Ouachita, and Red River railroad. 
(his man’s chronic propensity to blunder or 
wilfully misetate does not here desert him. 
Having instituted the necessary inquiries, I 
find that not one levee bond has been issued to 
this road, neither regularly nor irregularly. 

Having thus disposed of the loose-jointed 
testimony of Whipple relating to railroads in 
Arkansas, I must beg the indulgence of the 
Senate while | make some general observa- 
tions concerning that railroad law with which I 
am proud to say my administration in Arkansas 
must always be ideutified, and to the salutary 


| provisions of which Arkansas is mainly in- 


debted for her rapid recuperation from the 
losses caused by the war, and for her present 
and prospective growth in population and 
material resources. The law referred to was 
framed by the Legislature, and as required by 
the constitution, was submitted to a direct vote 
of the people. In the nature of a general law, 
and liberal in its provisions, there was yet a 
prudent limitation placed upon the extent to 
which the State should loan its credit to the 
various railroad enterprises seeking its assist- 
ance. 

Fortunately there was little difference of 
opinion in the General Assembly as to the 
amount of indebtedness which the Siate could 
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system of internal improvement which Was 
essential to the equal development of the di 
ferent sections of the State. Hence the lay 
submitted to the people provided for granting 
aid to eight hundred and fifty miles of road. 
this number of miles comprehending aq! 
the trunk lines of railroad then contemplated 
within the State. This law was ratified byt), 
people by a nearly unanimous vote, all par; ies 
advocating and indorsing it. Thus partakin, 
of the nature of an organic law, and embr: 
ing, [am free to say, my most cherished a; 
matured opinions, I felt a solemn obligay; 
resting upon me to see that it was faiihiul|y 
executed in letter and in spirit, in order th; 
the beneficent results which it was desigued 
to attain might becompletely realized. 1 to 
best of my understanding, this I have aimed 
to do; and I trust and believe that the time 
will never come when [ shall feel ashamed +, 
have my name associated with the system of 
railroad improvement inaugurated under my 
administration. 

Mr. President, | now desire to eal! the 4 
tention of the Senate to the testimony relati 9 
to the action of Hon. H. C. Caldwell, judge 
of the United States district court of the eas 
ern district of Arkansas. I do this not {o, 
the purpose of vindicating that distinguished 
jurist, for his character is too well established 
and too favorably known by many Senators jy 
this Chamber, to need any defense from wwe, 
My object is to impeach the testimony of 
Whipple, and show that in one instance at 
least he has knowingly attempted to mislead 
the committee. [read from Whipple’s testi 
mony on page 62: 

** By Mr. Buair: 

_ “Question. You have been recently suspended 
from your official position in Arkansas? 

“Answer. Yes, sir. Ithink the date of the sus 
pension was the 3lst of May last. 

Question. What do you understand to be the rea- 
son ior your suspension from office? d 

** Answer. The president states that _it is on a 
count of a letter written by Judge Caldwell, th 
United States district judge for that district, to Sen 
ator CLAYTON. 

** Question. What was the purport of that letter? 

** Answer. I have never seen the letter; but I 
know what Judge Caldwell says is its purport and 
substance. He stated to me that in that letter he 
desired to retract the assurance he had previously 
given to Senator Clay ron that he was satisfied | 
would not use the office of district attorney unfair 
against him; and he wrote that if be were in the 
place of Senator CLayron, he would do all hecould 
to have me removed from office.” 


‘ 
AA 


} 
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I now turn to page 68, and read from his 
testimony in answer to the Senator from Mis- 
sourl: 

** Question. You have spoken of a conversation 
which you had with Judge Caldwell, and of some 
letter which he wrote to Governor CLayron with- 
drawing certain assurances he had previously given? 

“Answer. Yes, sir. 

Fe ——— W hat were those assurances? 

** Answer. All that I know about it is what Judge 
Caldwell himself told me. He said he had assured 
Governor CLayron that I was friendly toward bin, 
and would do nothing unfairly against him. ‘that 
is what Judge Caldwell stated to me as what he 
referred to by ‘assurances,’ 

“* Question. When did he give those assurances, 
and under what circumstances did he give them? 

‘Answer. He said he had given them to Governor 
CLAYTON, in Little Rock, at various times. Hesaid 
he had met Governor CLAYTON on the street several 
that Governor CLaytTon had been at his 
house and had interviews with bim when the matter 
of my probable conduct was discussed. F 

** Question. Was Governor CLAYTON anticipating 
anything of this kind? 

“ Answer. That of course I do not know. 
+e uestion. What did Judge Caldwell say about 
that 

** Answer. He did not state that he understood that 
Governor CLAYTON was anticipating any prose- 
cution; at least he did not so state to me. 

—— He did not? 

** Anewer. No, sir. ' 

** Question. Why was he called upon to give any 
assurances in reference to your conduct? 5 

* Answer. Lam notable to answer that question 


| now read from his testimony on page 5!, 
us elicited by the Senator from North Carolina, 
[Mr. Poot: ] 


** Question. The judge had given an assurance to 
Governor CLAYTON that you would not do anytbing 
unfair against him? : 

** Anewer. The judge said he had given him that 
assurance. a * 

** Question. After the finding of this indictment, or 
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h was pout the time it was found, after the presentation | answer to the question, ‘Why was he (Caldwell) || est, and at his solicitation were conveyed by 
oo so be case to the grand jury, he wrote a letter to || called upon to give any assurances in reference to || Judge Caldwell to me 
e dif. ~werpor CLAYTON withdrawing that assurance? your conduct?” he answers, “I am not able to an- WL: , 
1e law Gr  Anewer Yes, sir, He says that was theassurance | swer that question.” Referring to this question lf Whipple had been actuated by a desire 
aDling to which he reer rm cast aeons és and answer in the peenence ot _. Wheeler, and |, to tell the truth, and ke: p nothing back, when 
O uestion. You think the judge, then, was under | expressing my astonishment at the answer in view || asked ** Why w; ; wht ae eli 
road ; the wn pression that you were disposed toact unfairly || of the facts, Mr. Wheeler informed me that Mr. asked Vhy was he (Judge Caldw ell) called 
all of toward Governor CLAYTON? , _. Whipple bad toid him he never solicited me to see || UPON to give any assurances in reference to 
plated “answer. He says he was under that impression. youin aay Doe, L icomopintelziavited Bir, Wheeler | your conduct?’’ instead of replying, ‘*l am 
d to gowith metosee Mr. Whipple, which heeonsented | 3 : me its 
oe oi da 8S zi eis ey s ’. at ; 10 yle to swer at ast t 
by the | send to the Clerk’s desk, and ask to have to do, and upon confronting him and calling his he , abl ‘Ml aa ws that question,’’ he would 
Dariec ad, a letter from Judge Caldwell himself, attention to the facts I have detailed, he admitted lave answerer thus: ‘lt was at my request 
taking el ili show not only what the nature of them at once, as you will see by reference to Mr. | 1, Whipple, induced bim to go to Governor 
oe which will 8hO — , W heeler’s corrected evidence, It is needless for me ’ sini aaa a . 
‘bod toe f I | ! CLAYTON as my friend, and say to him that 
a, ‘hese assurances were, Dut how it cume that | tosay that I ney er heard of any proceedings or con- | : : : . , . ' 
od a . y were given by Judge Caldwell. templated proceedings against you until weeks after although L had taken an active part in the 
tne ' - = : sw » . » aw for . . ce . a ' 
vat) mn Chief Clerk read as follows: last saw you, nor indeed until a day or two before senatorial hight against him, | did it because i 
hi [he Cnr ; : the indictment was brought into court, and that the felt that Lowed a debt of gratitude to the ger 
va LirtLe Rock, November 27, 1871. proceedings against you did not influence my official : wie . oT 
r th iaitaeil te re ‘a action in any respect. tleman who secured my appointment, and not 
Sir: ande nea copy o 1eé evidence ry ‘ ‘ aa rein . “Wie ee : 
rued pean Liople before the aicute doadeadthon at the bere are other erroneous statements and import- || because | had anything against him; that he 
‘ yf Mr. ippre _— eed ~ ant issions Mr »’s evidance é . > 
lo the ani ‘time expressing surprise at and calling my Sas cageine the ar I upPie Revie the? n a ie has beaten us, and the fight is now over, so 
same ti EO Pee tg eres ot g them. el, however, th: is due . , ” . 
aimed attention to that part of “T evidange relating to an to you as well as myself to correct the very unjust | forasl, Whipple, am concerned.”’ Ifthis,which 
: < “tween ¥ and myseil inreiation to Mr. ‘ sa . : Ry : aenanese , | 1 ? 
> time Whip _ "Jeera featdienent at the Siikehvons and asronsousteapressiony attempted £¢ be eons oped would have been Whipple's true answer, had 
: hipp-e. - — ee -) ar : ; on account of wy interview with you, bad at Mr. } ; } } 
ais Pe es : arview is a SAcou you, een give yw res yw » motives 
ed to ise attempted to be made of that interview is not || w hipple’s request, and forthe purpose of influencing or San ae oe udily would the motives of 
oO ergere: Pvtate fully and distinctly all that ever || YO Bette ask for his removal upon personal or polit Judge Caldwell have been understood in writing 
j state & uly & t p ) ame . P as . . Tis — P hh } . 
oT m I wed between ué in reference to Mr. Whipple, || ‘<2! groance. [f either M oo hippies yourselfhad | to me and withdrawing assurances formerly 
vecurres - ' , - aks, * || any idea that you personally was to be prosecuted viV . } se tieh V | " 
Yr 2% i Said ft ’ at i . : ‘ 1 ’ B e bec! eB Ss 2 t 2 
and how it came about that I said anything at all to || 6, proceeded against in any way whatever, you were || 8'V@" altel h became alist d that W hipple 
he & you about him. Riad woe ich an sitass | ti thin both careful to conceal the fact from me. was not using his oflicial position with fairness 
; G or ty er yo second electio 0 th Fas mT pe sao . vil . : 
‘lating A day or two & ; Your obedient servant, and impartiality toward me and my political 
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Senate, | was in Mr. Whipple’s office, (which is also 
a “judge’s ¢chambers,’’) when he turned to me 
nd said, Judge, What are your relations with Gov- 

: CLaYTON ?”’ to which I replied, ** Friendly, so 

far as L know.” Mr. Whipple then said, ‘I have 

taken a pretty active part against bim in the sena- 
nrial figat, not because I had anything against 
him, but because I felt it my duty todo what [could 
or wy friends to whom I am indebted for my place; 
yut the fight is over, he has beaten us, and so fur 
am coneerned, I do not feel called upon to 
eontinue the fight against him any longer, and | 
will not unless foreed to do so in self-defense.’’ 





[then sami to him, ** Well, what can I do for you?” | 


to which he replied, ‘‘If you feel free to do so, I 


wish you would see CLAYTON, and see how he feels | 


toward me. He is probably incensed at me for the 
part I have taken in the fight, and may suppose 
it is my purpose to continue the war.” Inreply I 
saidto Mr. Whipple that I wouldsee Governor CLay- 


ron and explain to him his(W.’s) present feelings and || 


purposes, and use whatever influence i might have 
prevent you from attempting his removal. In 


eompliance with this request of Mr. Whipple I did | 


valli to see you the night before you lett tor Wash- 


ington to take your seat in the Senate. Soon after || 


going into your room you said to me, ** Weil, judge, 
what can I do for you in Washington?’’ to which I 


replied, “I have nothing to ask for myself, Gov- | 


ernor, but [ have come to talk with you a bout my 
friend Whipple.’’ Ithen repeated what Mr. Whip- 


ple had saidto me, and added my own personal assur- | 


ance that I was satisfied he did not propose to take 
part in the fight against you any longer, and that 
you might rely upon his acting with perfect justice 
audimpuartiality personally and officially. Yourreply 
tome was in substance, “that youregarded him as 
your political enemy; that he was one of the men 
whom you proposed to have removed at once if you 
could, butthat youdid not want to do anything that 
would be personally offensive to me; that if you 
thought he would cease his war upon you and would 
act fairly and impartially you would not try to have 
him removed, but that you believed he was a toolinu 
the handsof your enemies, and that he would use his 
official position to secure them and make political 
capital for them without regard to law or justice.” 
l again renewed my assurances that he would act 
with integrity, justice,andimpartiality, towhich you 
replied, ‘That isall I want; if he will cease his war 
on meand attend tothedutiesof his office, fairly and 
impartially, I will be satisfied.’”’ This is the sub- 
stance, and, I believe, almost the exact words of that 
interview, 

Some two or three weeks after this interview, 
and while you were at home in the recess of the 
Senate, meeting you on the streét one day you said 
to me, “* Well.judge,do you still indorse your dis- 
trict attorney?” to which I replied that Idid. You 


then said I was mistaken in his character, that he | 


was deceiving and iwposing upon me, and that his 
partisanship and partiality were so palpable that 
you were surprised to find me indorsing it. At this 
point our conversation was interrupted by some one 
coming up. 

[he two conversations I have given are the only 
ones that ever occurred between us in relation to 
Mr. Whipple or his personal or official action. 

Some three weeks after meeting you in the street I 
became fully satisfied, from my own observation, and 
information otherwise obtained, that to stand longer 
in the attitude of indorsing Mr. Whipple, as I had 
done, would not only place me in a false position 
With you, but put me in the attitude of indorsing all 
his acts, which I did not do. Hence I wrote you, 
withdrawing the assurances I had given you, and 
leaving you, so far as I was concerned, free to fight 
it out between yourselves. 

And now this interview had with you, not at your 
solicitation norin your interest, but as a friend to 
Mr. Whipple, and in his interest and at his solicita- 
tion and request, Mr, Whipple attempts to torture 
‘nto an interview in reference to some contemplated 
official action against you. He does not say so in 
terms, but on page 68 0f his printed testimony, in 


HENRY C. CALDWELL. 
Hon. PowrLu CLayTon. 


Mr. CLAYTON. I vow desire to have read 
so much of a certified copy as bears upon this 


| subject, of a sworn statement of the witness 


Wheeler, the original of which was sent to the 


chairman of the Committee on Southern Ou 


rages, for the purpose of corre ting his testi- 
mony. I think as time rolls on, and the fact: 
are developed, he will desire to correct much 
more of it. 
lhe Chief Clerk read as follows: 
GENTLEMEN: Since my return home I have been 
shown a copy of my testimony, (printed,) and [ find, 
on reviewing it, that there are several matters whieh 
I now wish tocorrect, as I had no opportunity then, 
my testimony not being read to me. Herewith I 
make the corrections which I wish added to my 
testimony. . ° ° * . . * 
On page 58 ot the same printed testimony ] am 
made to answer in response to a question by Mr. 
Buiarr, ‘and that after the indictinent had been 
found, he (Caldwell) wrote a few lines to Senator 
CLAYTON, withdrawing the assurance he had given 
him,” to which should be added the words * iu rela- 
tion to Whipple.’’ . * * * * 
On same page (58) in answer to the following ques- 
tion by Mr. Buair, * From what you have already 
stated it would appeir-that there had been conver- 
sation between Judge Caldwell and Governor CLay- 
TON, in reference to some apprehended action of the 
grand jury,’ L am made to answer “Yes, sir, som: 
thing of the kind seems to have been anticipated by 
SenatorCLayron.” I desire to correct this, by stat 
ing that since my testimony was taken before the 
committee, L have learned from botb Judge Cald 


| well and Colonel Whipple that the conversation here 
| alluded to and which was the first conversation had 
| between Judge Caldwell and Senator CLAYTON, was 


at the suggestion of Colonel Whipple. and referred 


| to Whipple's political opposition to CLayTon, and 


not to any apprehended action of the grand jury. 
* * * * * ~ x 7 * 
On same page, (6),) in answer to the following 
question by the chairman, “ Assurances of what 
character?” I wishto correct my answer to that ques 
tion by confining it to the case of Whipple alone, 


| and that the assurances here spoken of were given 
| on the suggestion of Colonel Whipple, and at the 
| first interview between Jadge Caldwell and Senator 


CLayToOn, as I have before stated in my corrections 
hereto. 
On page 61 of my testimony in auswer to the fol- 


| lowing question by Mr. Poot, * You say that Judge 


Caldweli assured Governor CLAYTON that these men 
would not continue their persecutionsof him (CLAaY- 
TON,) that they would drop the matter,’’ I wish to 
correct my answer by confining it to the case of Col 


| onel Whipple alone, and to explain that by answer- 


ingas I did, I meant to say that Whipple would 


drop his political fight or opposition against Senator | 


CLAYTON, 

Yours, respectfully, 

EDWARD WHEELER. 
Hon. Senators Scorr, Poon, and Buark, Sub-Com- 
mittee on Southern Outrages. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Now, Mr. President, from 
the letter of Judge Caldwell and the corrected 
testimony of Wheeler, it appears that these 
assurances about which so much has been said, 
and concerning the origin of which Whipple 
seems so profoundly ignorant, gaining as he 
would have you believe, all his information 
from Judye Caldwell, and expressing himself 
as being unable to answer why they were given, 
originated with him, Whipple, in bis own inter- 


friends; but as his testimony now stands, | 
will venture to say that ninety nine persons 
out of one hundred, upon reading it, would 
conclude that either Judge Caldwell had vol 
unteered, without consulting Whipple, to give 
assurances of his future course, or that they 
were given to quiet apprehensions of mine of 
prospective prosecutions. 

Now, [ ask how much reliance can be placed 
upon the testimony of such a witness, and is he 
a proper person to occupy the high and import 
aut position of United States district attor 
ney? It bas been said that the marshal and 
allorney were removed by the President on 
account of the indictment found against me, 
and the Democratic press have deciared that 
the district attorney Whipple, was removed at 
my solicitation, to prevent him from prosecu 
ting my case betore the court. So far as the 
marshal: is concerned the testimony of neither 
witness goes to establish thatassertion, but, on 
the contrary, Wheeler, in his testimony on page 
60, says: 

‘Nobody ever knew why General Catterson was 
removed.”’ 

And on page 61 he testifies as follows: 


** Question. Then it was not the mere fact that this 
indictment was found that led Governor CLayTon 
to have these men removed? 

. Yes, sir: he had been trying before and 
failed, because Judge Caldwell had telegraphed to 
the President, through the attorney general, that 
he saw no reason for their removal.” 


lrswer. 


The assertion that I had Whipple removed 
to avoid his prosecution in my case before the 
United States court, is refuted by the fact, 
which is not generaily known, that at my sug 
gestion the newly appointed district attorney 
procured Whipple to conduct the prosecution 
in that case, and that Whipple, aided by an 
eminent lawyer of his own choice, did conduct 
the prosecution throughout. 

But, Mr. President, I do not propose to dis 
cuss the cause of the suspension of these two 
officers at this time; that question will, proba 
bly, come before the Senate in a few days; upon 
At that 
time I will undertake to show that there was 
just aud sufficient cause for their suspension, 


the confirmation of their successors. 


| and that there are grave reasons why they 
} 
should not be reinstated. 


There are wany other misstatements in this 
testimouy to which I would like to allude, but 
these remarks have already been lengthened 
far beyond my original intention and desire. 
I will therefore conclude by saying that every 
charge and insinuation contained in this testi 
mony which reflects upon me either directly 


| or indirectly can be refuted, and | pledge my 


self to do it if an opportunity is offered me 
I have asked the committee before which this 


testimony was taken to give me that oppor 


tunity, but for reasons which were doubtlessly 
sufficient, it has seen fit to pursue a different 
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course. I come now to the Senate itself, a | sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. || five years required under the homestead ost jiams } 
body in which every individual member, no | No. 437) for the relief of Henry Ayers and || That is the extent of the provision of the bill strang’ 
matter how obscure or aninfluential he may George Walflin & Co., of Indiana; which was | I move that it be printed, and referred to the _ 

be, su far as rights, privileges, and immunities | read twice by its title, referred to the Commit- |} Committee on Public Lands. , tendel 
are concerned, stat j on exact and equal foot- || tee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. || The motion was agreed to. alone | 
ing with the most distinguished and influential. Mr. FRELINGH UYSEN asked, and by STATUE OF ROGER WILLIAMS ~ i. 

| ask of the Senate that an opportunity may | unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- : L 
be afforded me to defend myself against the |) duceabill(S. No. 438) supplementary to an act The VICE PRESIDENT. If there jj, i. tions * 
aspersions of two politieal, and, I may say, || entitled ‘‘ An act to amend an act approved | objection the resolution proposed by the Sen. fortunt 

personal enemies; for the assaulis made upon | May 31, 1870, entitled ‘An act to enforce the || atorfrom Vermont will be considered a; before ences 
me by them and their coadjutors transcends || rights of citizens of the United States to vote || the Senate, and the Secretary will read jr. nore § 

the ordinary rules of political warfare. Since || in the several States of this Union, and for || Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I did not pro — 
: investigation is the order of the day, let us || other purposes,’’’ passed February 28, 1871; || pose to offer the resolution until after the S¢ — 

: have one in this ease that will allow both sides | which was read twice by its title, referred to || ator from Rhode Island had concluded his y¢ a 8106 

; to be heard: and if in the course of that || the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered || marks, but if it is necessary a8 the foundatio, ipl 
i inquiry it shall be found that improper acts or || to be printed. || for his remarks I will submit it now. me xia 

3 mouves attach to me, then so be it. Let the Mr. FLANAGAN asked, and by unanimous | The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be re try: = 
: Senate know it, and the country know it; but || consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. | ported to the Senate. we a 

: ‘f, upon the contrary, it shall be found that |) No. 439) forthe reliefof Joseph Clymer; which || Mr.SPRAGUE. I desire to submit what | 3 
: the dart which has been hurled st me by the |! was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- have to say before the resolution is offered. mo 

.7 hand of vindictive malice shall fail to reach | mittee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. |} The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from — 
E% its mark, or. like the Australian boomerang, | He also asked, and by unanimous consent || Rhode Island claims the floor, and will proceed, much 
4 shall return to lacerate the hard that pro- | obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 440) || Mr.SPRAGUE. Mr. President, I forma)ly amp? 
c jected it, then let that fact be made known, for the relief of W. A. Sayler ; which was read || present, in the name and in behalf of the State that 
and let the responsibility rest where it belongs. |, twice by its title, referred to the Committee on || of Rhode Island, a memorial statue of is 8 
I ask, Mr. President, for a special committee, || Claims, and ordered to be printed. {| founder, to the people of the United States. — 

clothed with the necessary powers to carry || Mr. FERRY, of Michigan, asked, and by || to be preserved in the national Capitol, wit) mr 
out the object of this inquiry. unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- || the statues of those other worthies whose ser ae 

:j Mr. WRIGHT. I offer the following resolu || duce a bill (S. No. 441) for the relief of Tim- vices and merits, in the judgment of thei; wee 
3 tion for the reference of this subject to acom- |, othy Baker, of St. John’s, Michigan; which || grateful descendants, entitle them to this pre- ane 

: mittee, and ask for its present consideration: |; was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- || eminent honor. have 

‘ : Resolved, That the report of the committee, and || mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads, and |} It is less to be regretted that the artist who ene 
i oh, toting accpupenving, be, referred to 2,046; || ordered to be printed. | has created so striking an ideal conception ot fame 
i; persous and papers, to investigate and report upon || Mr. S!OCKTON asked, and by unanimous Koger Williams had no authentic source from = 
Ped the charges therein contained against Hon. Powett || consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. || which he could reproduce the likeness of the a 
: CLAYTON, a member of this body. No. 442) supplementary to an act to provide | man, since the name of toger Williams is _ 
j ‘Tae resolution was considered by unanimous || for a building suited to the use of the post || rather identified with the living ideas of which oe 
consent, and agreed to. office, the pension and revenue officers, and || he was the exponent, than with any mere indi te 

he VICE PRESIDENT subsequently said: || the judicial officers of the United States in the || vidualitics of form and feature. = 

During the absence of the present occupant of || city of Trenton, New Jersey, approved March || Two centuries andahalf have almost elapsed ar 

the chair a select committee was ordered to be | 3, 1871; which was read twice by its title, || since the General Court of the Plymouth Col- rl 

appointed, but it was not stated by whom it || referred to the Committee on Public Buildings |! ony expressed the intolerant bigotry of a polit- “] 

should be appointed. By whom shall it be || and Grounds. and ordered to be printed. || ieal clergy by pronouncing sentence of banish- ae 

appointed ? Mr. CALDWELL asked, and by unanimous || ment upon Roger Williams. His chief offense = 

Mr. WRIGHT. By the Chair. consent. obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. || was a denial that the civil power extended to ” 

The VICK PRESIDENT. If there be no || No. 443) to provide for the opening of a mili- || matters of faith and conscience; and for this Ti 

objection, that order will be made. || tary and post road from the mouth of Walnut || he was driven beyond the pale of what was | 

ORDER OF BUSINESS river, in Kansas, to the mouth of Main Cashe || then, in New England, the abode of religion i 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 1 desire to || “iver in Texas; which was read twice by its || and civilization. By 7 pres 

call up the question of the reception of the | title, referred to the Committee on Post Offices || Afier experiencing the privations of a bit: pens 

toger Williams statue from Rhode Island, if and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. ter winter in a wilderness among savages liv sie 

Po ces E : ; Mr. TRUMBULL asked, and by unanimous |! landed, after a second warning from his pe ist 

the Senate is willing to have the subject con- : ae ’, J ; - a . : * eae Ses Pes "DD, 

Diedeh wow. 1 will state thet the Beanies || Oe obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. |; seeutors, with a handful of devoted friends, = 

from Rhode Island [Mr. SpraGue] is anxious No. 444) to amend an act entitled ‘An act |) upon the western shore of the Seekonk in the Hall 

to make some remarks upon the subject at the || to establish a uniform system of bankrupicy || early summer of 1636. From this beginning asid 

present moment. ‘ | throughout the United States,’’ and the sev- |) sprang the now proud and prosperous city of ne 

Mr. THURMAN. I desire to give notice || &2! acts amendatory thereof; which was read || Providence. ' Hox 

that when the remarks of Senators upon the |, twice by its title, referred tothe Committee on || But it is not because he was the founder of Gov 

resolution in reference to the statue of Roger the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. | & city, nor because he planted a colony, from den 

Williams have beeo mode and that seblect hes Mr. TRUMBULL asked, and by unanimous |, the loins of which has sprung a vigorous State, \ 

3? been disposed of, I shall ask the Senate to | consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. | that Rhode Island has resolved to set up his oe 
+ take up the report of the Committee on Privi- | No. 445) to defray the expenses of district || Statue in the Capitol of the nation; but she fo 

| leges and Elections, No. 3 on the Calendar, in || judges from other districts while holding dis- | has accorded him this honor because he suc- ine 
ce reward to the Senator-clect from Alabama. || trict or circuit courts in the southern district ] cessfully vindicated the right of private judg: the 
nai Mr. CONKLING. There lies on the table || 2! New York; which was read twice by its | ment in matters of conscience, and effected a bre 
33 a joint resolution, the last I believe upon the | title, referred to the Committee on the Judi- |; moral and political revolution in all the Gov- Ste 
na | Calendar, offered by the Senator from Massa- || “!@"Y and ordered to be printed. || ernments of the civilized world. : wh 
a8 | chusetts, [Mr. Sumer] proposing an amend- Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous || The doctrine of absolute separation between on 
we 4 ment to the Constitution of the United States, || COmSent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. |) Church and State is so universally recognized yr? 
3 restricting the presidential office to a single No. 446) to amend an act entitled ** An act to || by the men of this generation, as a cardinal Is] 
7. term. I wish to say that on Thursday, after | establish and protect national cemeteries, ”’ || necessity to the existence of a free and healthy rm 
re the morning hour, if the Senate will indulge approved February 22, 1867 ; which was read || Government, and appears to us to be such an es 
i. Egress me, I shail ask to take up that resolution in twice by its title, referred to the Committee on || evident political axiom, that it requires au int 
EY i order to submit some remarks upon it. Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. | effort to won that it was not a principle Co 
; Tees Me. SEAMLAN. [ask lened ob tonebieae o | Mr. POMEROY asked, and by unanimous | of political philosophy from the earliest set- he 
} mah bill at this time. || consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. || tlement of this country. It was not so. The for 
Bad Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will yield | No. 447) to enable honorably discharged sol- || Puritans of New England were willing to suf yo 

rh oe for that purpose. | diers and sailors, their widows and orphan || fer to the last extremity for conscience sake, 

tL ee ab = | children, to acquire homesteads on the public | but they were in no sense martyrs to liberty of ha 
ee os ¢ ‘ BILLS INTRODUCED. || lands of the United States; which was read |, conscience, and were as intolerant of heresy ot 
eo: Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous con- || twice by its title. |, to their belief as the Conformists of England, ic: 
Bey © sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. Mr. POMEROY. A bill similar to this was | orthe Churchof Rome. The Puritans brought fr 
mene: 436) donating certain condemned cannon for || introduced and considered at the last session |, with them the best results of the Reformation of 
oR - : a soldiers monument at interport, Maine; || by the two committees, and passed one House. || which had agitated Europe from the time of H 
eas: Sa which was read twice by its title, referred to | have now introduced the bill again. It simply || Wickliffe to Luther, but as a body they had ™ de 
URE the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered | allows soldiers and sailors, privates and officers, || conception of the idea that in matters of faitl th 


to be printed. 1 who were honorably discharged, to deduct the | the conscience of the man, and not the law o! th 
|| the State, was supreme. 


Mr. MORTON asked, and by unanimous con- 


time they servedin the Army or Navy from the The merit of Wil 0" 
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announcing and maintaining this then 
‘go and heretical doctrine is therefore to 
be paimated with reference to the adverse 
-ondencies and opinions of the period. He 
..e brought the great work of the Reforma- 
last grand stage of development. 

It is a mistaken idea that violent revolu- 
ns are the only crises which determine the 
tunes of a people. There are other influ- 
less startling but not less important, 


liams in 


gtral 


u 


rion (0 ils 


0 


+ 
\ 
? 
i 


ences . ? . : 
more gradusl in their culmination but not less 
- rtain, which modify and shape by their silent 


+ ceaseless power the destiny not merely of 
a singe people, but of a whole race. 
we contemplate, as with just pride we may, 
houndless resources Of Our Common Coun- 
try, and realize that with each succeeding year 
we are giving strength and permanency to that 
lively experiment in self government which 
for ess than a century has been nursed on this 
continent, we may well gratefully inquire how 
much of this great progress and political tri- 
ynph is due to the spread and adoption of 
that idea, which, in weakness and in discour- 
agement, Was first resolutely exhibited in a 
scheme of government by a single master- 
spirit, in 1636, on the hills of Providence. 
Itwas a happy thought, which suggested that 
the several States should contribute to form a 


the 
ul 


national gallery of the statues of the men who | 


have been most prominent in their history. 
Rhode Island would have been untrue to her 
antecedents, had she failed to name her first 
citizen for this dignity. She presents, in prompt 
response to the opportunity, this memorial in 
marble. for the contemplation of those who 
resort hither to witness the best development 
of a republican Government, and in grateful 


acknowledyment of the services which, not to | 


her alone, but to the whole world, have been 
rendered by Roger Williams. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the resolutions offered by the Sen- 
ator from Vermont, chairman of the Commit 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds. which 
are coneurrent resolutions. 

‘The resolutions were read as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representa- 
tives concurring,) That the thanks of Congress be 
presented to the Governor, and through him to the 
reople of the State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations tor the statue of Roger Williams, whose 


name is so honorably identified with our colonial 
history 


Lhe solved, That this work of art is accepted in the | 
name of the nation and assigned a place in the old | 
the louse of Representatives, already set | 


Hall of 
aside by act of Congress for statues of eminent citi- 
zens, and thata copy of this resolution, signed by 
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, be transmitted to the 
Governor of the State of Rhode Island and Provi- 
dence Plantations. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, { hadnot 
intended to interpose any remarks, at this time; 
for alihough it is always an easy and a pleas- 
ing duty fur a Rhode Island man to discuss 
thecharacter, to recount the history, and to cele 
brate the praises of the great Founder of our 
State, | have received no intimation, from those 
who had charge of the subject at home, that 
anything from me was expected or desired. 
And yet, sir, it is hardly possible for a Rhode 
Island Senator to remain entirely silent, when, 
in this high presence, the theme is Roger Wil 
liams; and i am sure you will not deem it an 
intrusion or an invasion of the province of my 
colleague, to whuse abler hands this matter 
has heen committed and who has so well per- 
formed the duty assigned to him, if I detain 
you, very brietly, before the question is put. 

My colleague has well said that it was a 
happy idea to convert the old Hall of the House 
Of Kepresentatives intothe Pantheon of Amer- 
lea. The idea originated with my distinguished 
friend who sits upon my right, [ Mr. Morrii1, 
of Vermont,] then a leading member of the 
House, as he is now of the Senate. It was in- 
deed a happy idea to assemble in the Capitol 
the silent effigies of the men who have made 
the annals of the nation illustrious; that here, 
overlooking our deliberations, inspiring our 


When 


| 


counsels, and animating us by their example, 
they may seem to — the greatness which 
they founded or defended. 


And I do not deem this proceeding an 


| idle form, but rather a high ceremonial of the 
' Republic; and I anticipate, with a patriotic 
| pleasure, that it will be repeated, from time 





to time, until every State shall have sent here 


| her contribution to this assemblage of heroes 


and patriots and statesmen and orators and 
poet; and scholars and divines—of men who, 
in every department of greatness, have added 
luster to the American name. And as often 
as this scene is repeated; when Virginia shall 
send to us the statue of Washington, which 
cannot be too often found repeated in the 
Capitol; and with it that of Thomas Jeffer 
son or of Patrick Henry; when North Car- 
olina shall send us Nathaniel Macon, 
South Carolina shall send us Sumter or Ma- 
rion, and Georgia shall send us Oglethorpe; 
when Kentucky shall send us Daniel Boone 
and Henry Clay, and Tennessee shall send us 
Andrew Jackson, and Illinois shall send us 
Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas, and 
Missouri shall send Thomas H. Benton; when 


send us Koger Sherman and Jonathan Trum- 
bull—I believe they are here already ; I know 


not born when the names which their Senators 
worthily bear were first made illustrious— 
when Vermont shall send us the stalwart form 
of that hero who thundered at the gates ot 
Ticonderoga ‘‘ in the name of the Continental 
Congress and the great Jehovah;’’ when New 
Jersey shall send us the great grandfather of 
the Senator who sits on the opposite side of 
the Chamber [Mr. Stockton} and the uncle 
of the Senator who sits nearer me, {Mr. Fre 
LINGHUYSEN;] when Pennsylvania shall send 
us William Penn, and when Massachusetts, 





| 


ausing in the embarrassment. of her riches, 
a down the long list of her sons who, in 
| arms, in arts, and in letters, in all the depart- 
ments of greatness, have contributed to her 
glory, shall, with hesitating fingers, select two 
to represent that glory here; then, and on 
every such occasion, I trust that the spirit of 
party will cease, that the voice of faction will 
be hushed, and that we shall givean hour to the 
past. We shall be the wiser and better for it. 


purer light than his whose memorial we have 
lately placed in the Capitol. In the history 
of all the world there is a no more striking 
example of a man grasping a grand idea, at 
once, in its full proportions, in all its com- 
pleteness, and carrying it out, unflinchingly, 
to its remotest legitimate results. 

Roger Williams did not merely lay the found- 
| ation of religious freedom, he constructed the 
whole edifice, in all its impregnable strength. 
in allits imperishable beauty. Those who bave 
followed him, in the same spirit, have not been 
able to add anything to the grand and simple 
wordsin which he enunciated the principle, nor 
to surpass him in the exact fidelity with which 
he reduced it to the practical business of gov- 
ernment. 

teligious freedom, which now, by general 
consent, underlies the foundation principles of 
| civilized government, was, at that time, looked 
upon as a wilder theory than any proposition, 
moral, political, or religious, that has since 
engaged the seriousattention of mankind. It 
was regarded as impracticable, disorganizing, 
impious, and, if not utterly subversive of social 
cule it Was not so only because its manifest 
| absurdity would prevent any serious effort to 
| enforce it. The lightest punishment deemed 
| due to its confessor was to drive him out into 
the howling wilderness. Had he not met with 
| more Christian treatment from the savage chil- 
dren of the forest than he had found from ‘‘ the 
Lord’s anointed,’’ he would have perished in 

| the beginning of his experiment. 





that the blood of both is represented in this | 
Chamber by men coming from States that were | 


and | 


New York shall send us Peter Stuyvesant and | 
Alexander Hamilton; when Connecticut shall | 


In all our history no name shines with a | 
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Mr. President, fame, what we call human 
glory, renown, is won on many fields and in 
many varieties of human effort. Some clutch 
it, with bloody hands, amid the smoke and 
thunder of battle. Some woo it in the quiet 
retreats of study, till the calm seclusion is 
broken by the plaudits of admiring millions, 
of every tongue and of everyclime. Others, in 
contests, which, if not bloody, are too often 
bitter and vindictive, seek itin the forum, amid 
‘the applause of listening senates,’’ caught 
up and echoed back by the tumultuous cheers 
of popular adulation. All these enjoy, while 
they live, the renown which gilds their mem- 
Ories with unfading glory. The fame which 
attends them is their present reward. It stimu- 
lates them to greater exertions and sustains 
them in higher flights. And it is just and 
right. 

But there is a fame of another kind, that 
comes in another way, that comes unsought, if 
it comes atall; for the first condition for those 
who achieve it is that they shall not seek it. 
When a man, in the communion of his own 
conscience, following the lessons of his own 
convictions, determines what it is his duty to 


| do, and, in obscurity and discouragement, with 
|} no companions but difhcully and peril, goes 


| ever. 


| Goldthwaite, claimin 
|| ator from the State o 


out to do it—when such a man establishes a 
great principle or succeeds in achieving a great 
amelioration or a great benefitto the human 
race, without the expectation or the desire 
of reward,in present honor or in future renown, 
the fame that shines a glory around his brow is 
a reflection from the ‘* pure white light’? in 
which the angeis walk, around the throne 
of God. 

Such a man was Roger Williams. No 
thought of himself, no idea of recompense or 
of praise interfered to sullythe perfect purity 
of his motives, the perfect disinterestedness 
of hisconduct. Laboring for the highest ben- 
efit of his fellow-men, he was entirely indiffer 
ent to their praises) Heknew (for God, whose 
prophet he was, had revealed it to him) that 
the great principle for which he contended, 
and for which he suffered, founded in the 
eternal fitness of things, would endure for 
He did not inquire if his name would 
survive a generation. In his vision of the 
future, he saw mankind emancipated from the 
thralldom of priestcraft, from the blindness 
of bigotry, from the cruelties of intolerance 
He saw the nations walking forth in the lib 
erty wherewith Christ had made them free 
He saw no memorial of himself, in marble 
or in bronze, or in the general admiration ot 
mankind. More than two centuries have 
passed since he flourished; nearly two cen- 
turies have passed since he died, buried like 
Moses, for *‘no man knoweth of sepul- 
cher;’’ and now the great doctrine which he 
taught pervades the civilized world. A grateful 
State sends up here the ideal image of her 
Founder and her Father. An appreciative 
nation receives it, and, through her accred 
ited representatives, pledges herself to preserve 
it among her most precious treasures. 

The VICE PRESIDENT put the question 
on the resolutions, and they were agreed to 
unanimously. 


his 


SENATOR FROM ALABAMA. 


Mr. THURMAN. I move that the Senate 
take up the report and resolution of the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections, No. 3 on 
the Calendar, relative to the Senator-elect from 
Alabama. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
read the whole report. 

The Chief Clerk read the following report 
submitted by Mr. Stewart, from the Commit- 
tee on Privileges and Elections, on the 20th of 
March, 1871: 

The Committee on Privileges and Elections, to 
whom were referred the credentials of George 


a seat in this body as a Sen- 
Alabama, and the credentials 


I ask the Secretary to 
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of Foster Blo 


igett, claiming a seat in this body as a 
Senator from the 


State of Georgia, report: 


That said eds sla are in due form, and prima 
facie entitle i Goldthwaite and Blodgett to their 
seats upon taking the oath preseribed by the Consti 
tution and laws, neither of them being under any 


disability. 


The grounds on which their right to seats are con- 


tested have not been fully considered by the com 
mittee for want of time, nor will there be sufficient 
time atthis sexsi to consider them. In the opin 


yn of your « 
States and gentlemen to 


1 , ton 
ommittee 


it would be unjust to those 
keep the latter out of their 


seats until such investigation can be hat 

Thecommittee, theretore, report the following res 
olutior 

Keeolved, That George Goldthwaite and Foster 
Blodgett be permitted to take seats in this body upon 
taking the proper ont and that the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections proceed hereafter to 
conelder the grounds on which their right to seata, 
reepectively, are contested, and hereafter make 


reports to the Senate thereon 

WM. M. STEWART 
O. P. MORTON. 

H. HAMLIN. 

B. F. RICE. 

We concur in the foregoing as to Goldthwaite, buat 


not asto Blodgett : 
JOSHUA HILL. 


\. G. THURMAN, 

Mr. THURMAN. The Committee on Priv 
ileges aud Blectious, in accordance with the 
universal practice of this body trom the 
foundation of the Government to this day, a 
praciice that has noi a single exception, 


reported that the credentials of this gentie- 


man being correct, and he having been elected 
by a body competent to elect, he was prima 
facie eutitied tu his seat and to be sworn in, 
and that any ground of contest would be 
heard afte: ward; in other words, that his 
prima facie case could not be overthrown 
except by testimony, and that he was not to 
be deprived of his seat until that testimony 
could be heard, but was t» be allowed to take his 


hat has been 
have looked into 
the precedents, and there is not one single 


seat and the coniest proceed 
1 


the universal practice. | 
exception to it 
The case ol Blodg tt, which was provided 
for in that resolution, has been disposed of by 
admission of Mr 


the Norwoob, so that now 


resolution has not 
upon except the 
and to make it case alone | 
offer this which is exactly the 
same as the original resolution, except that it 
applies to Mr. dthwaite alone. I move 

resolution after the 


to strike out all of the 
and to insert the follow 


ihe aliything to operate 
of Mr. Goldthwaite, 
apply Lo his 
amendment, 


CAR 


Gol 


** res rive oo 


word 
ing : 

Phat George Goldthwaite be 
this body as a 
naup 
Commitee on Privilege 
‘ontested, 


thereon 


permitted to take a 
Senator from the State of 
he proper oath; and that the 
sand Elections proceed here- 
grounds on which his right to 
cud hereafter make report to the 


nu seat in 
Alab mtaking t 
uiter to cu 
“u Beal 
Senate 


rreed to. 


PRESIDENT. 


resolut 


iment was a 
VICE 
recurs Ou the Oh @8 alle uded. 

Mr. CONKLING. I do not wish to make 
any remarks upon this subject; but | should 
like of the mover, or of some mem 
committee, whether this is the judg- 
ment of the Committee ou Eleetions ? 

Mr. THURMAN. The unanimous judg- 
ment 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


on the ado} 


The “uimen 


The The question 


Lo Inquire 


ber of the 


he question 1s 
ition of the resolution as amended. 
Phe resolution, as amended, was adopted 

rhe VICE PRESIDENT. 


elect is in 


If the Senator- 
is now entitled to 
take the oaths of office upon presentation to 
the Chair. 
Mr. THURMAN. 
MILEAGE TO ROSTER BLODGETT 


Mr. MORTON. I move that the Senate 
»xroceed to the consideration of the resolution 
.ving onthe table with reference to the pay of 
Foster Blodgett, who was a contestant here for 
a seat from the State of Georgia. 

Mr. SCOTT. I desire to inquire whether 
that resolution has precedence of what the 


the Chamber he 


He is not here to-day. 


. 


| to discuss this resolution. 
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disposition of the resolutions with regard to | 


i} 
1} 
| 


certain recusant witnesses? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It has, the Sen- 
ator from Indiana having claimed the floor and 
moved to proceed to its consideration. He 
has therefore the prior right. 

Mr. SCOTT. Then I shall ask that the 
other questi yn be taken up when this is dis 
y08ed of. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Indiana. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate | 


proceeded to consider the following resola- 
tion, submitted by Mr. Morton on the 19th 
of December last: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Senate be 
directed to pay, out of the pay and mileage account, 
to Foster Blodgett, claiming a seat as Senator-elect 
from the State of Georgia, the pay and mileage of 
a Senator commencing March 4, 1871, to the pas- 
sage of this resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ought it to continne to 
the present day? Onglht it not to be to the 
time that the case was decided? 

Mr. MORTON. From the time the ques- 
tion was decided. If the resolution does sot 
read in that way it ought to do so. 

Phe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Indiana modifies the resolution so as to allow 
pay up to the time the case was decided. 

Mr. MORTON. Ido not think it necessary 
I am advised that 
it is in accordance with what has been the 
uniform action of the Senate in such cases, in 


accordance with the action of the Senate in | 


two other cases from Georgia, where the con- 
testauts presented certificates of election. 

Mr. THURMAN. I have looked, lawyer 
like, into the precedents that bear on this reso- 
lution, and I have met with no precedent ad- 
verse to the resolution, but quite a number 
that are in support of the resolution. they 
go upon this ground: that where a man is 
elected Senator by the Legislature of a State, 
but it turns out upon an examination that he 
is not entitled to the seat, but that somebody 


else is entitled, this much respect is due to the | 


Legislature of the State as to believe that he 
was elected in good faith, and that he claimed 
his seat in pursuance of an implied duty rest- 
ing upon him from the choice made by that 
Legislature, and that under such circumstances 
it is proper to give him his pay. With the 
strongest feelings in the world against the claim 


of Mr. Blodgett to a seat in this body, under 


the circumstanees I yet feel constrained, in 


view of the precedents, in view of this reason 


which seems to me entitled to great consider- || select committee was duly appointed, as by said c 
. . ye ,Led, as a « ) 


ation, in view of the respect I owe to a State, 
to vote for this resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentacky. On the explana- 
tion made by the Senator from Ohio I shall 
vote for the resolution. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire simply to suggest 
that to aid the accounting officers in settling 
the matter it would be better to fix the precise 
date in the resolution up to which the pay 


| should be allowed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the Secretary will ascertain and in- 
corporate in the resolution the precise date on 
which this question was decided by the Senate. 

Mr. ANTHONY. It was the 21st of Decem- 
ber, I am told. 

Mr. TIPTON. I should have liked to have 
heard a statement from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, or the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections in regard to this case. I understand 
that there are precedents, and I should like to 
have been referred to those precedents. I am 
not certain that I understand this qusetion in 


all its bearings ; but I had almost said that I | 
am at the present time prejudiced against this || 


case in this, that | doubt the propriety of the 
Senate ordering the pay of a man unless he 
has been elected with some prima facie evi- 
dencesof aright. I do not think payment ought 
to be made where a State assumes to elect ag 
the State of Georgia did, for [ think that she pre- 


Chair ruled to be a question of privilege, the |. sented five nameshere at about the same time, | 
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two to be successors of the first two elected and 
one to take his seat on some Miteenahans 
contingency. I think the Legislature of «1... 


State came here at one time asking us to ,. 
legislate upon her affairs as to allow then ; 
perpetuate their legislative power with 
going to the people of Georgia for an electior 
which would have made it easy for a Leoi. 
ture to have elected Senators previously. ani 


during the time of the perpetuation of th,:, 
power to have elected one or two sets more. 

I think in regard to the election of this ca; 
didate that the Legislature that elected };, 
elected him ata time when the laws of 4}, 
United States told that Legislature “ Yoy a 
not elect a Senator for Georgia, because ai 
are not the Legislature that will have bee, 
chosen prior to the time when the vacane 
shall oeeur.’’ After they had made the ele, 
tion they changed the time of meeting of th. 
Legislature of the State, in order that when the 
constitutionally-elected Legislature should so 
vene, they should not have an opportunity ¢, 
fill the vacancy, the time of their meeting hay 
ing been changed, with an intent, until after 
the time of the vacancy happening. I under 
stood it was considered military strategy, legis 
lative legerdemain, for the purpose of fore:ng 
upon the Senate of the United ‘States a man 
not elected under the law of the United States 
by a Legislature competent to elect ; and when 
a State thus elects and experiments in her 
election and runs the chances of getting in he 
members, if she fails for her corruption and 
her audacity, I will not assist in footing the 
bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the resolution as modified. 

The resolution was adopted. 


CONTUMACIOUS WITNESSES, 


Mr. SCOTT. I uow move that the Senate 
resume the consideration of the resolution jy 
the case of Clayton Camp and David Gist 
witnesses subpenaed before the joint Com 
miitee to Investigate Alleged Outrages in th: 
Southern States, in the State of South Carolina 

The motion was agreed to; and the Sena 
resumed the consideration of the following 
resolution: 


Whereas the two Houses of Congress did, by their 
concurrent resolutions passed on the7th day of April 
1871, authorize and direct the appointment of a joint 
select committee for the performance of certail 
duties in said concurrent resolution specified; the 
said joint select committee to be composed of mew 
bers of the said two Houses, that is to say, of seven 
members of the Senate and fourteen members of 
the House of Representatives, which said joint 


current resolution provided: and whereas, in the 
discharge and performance of the duties so enjoined 
upon them, the said joint select committee did ap 
point a sub-committee of their own number to take 
testimony in the State of South Carolina, which suid 


| sub-committee, on the 14th day of July, 1871, by sub 


pena duly issued and served, did summon and com 


|; mand a_ certain Clayton Camp, of Spartanburg 
| eounty, South Carolina, to appear before said su 
| committee; and on the 18th day of July, 187], bs 


like subpena duly issued and served, did summoi 
and command acertain David Gisi, of Union county, 
South Carolina, to appear before said sub-commil 

tee, each of said witnesses so summoned to testil) 
before the said sub-committee touching the matters 
and things which the said joint select committe 
were authorized and required by the concurrent res 
olution of the two Houses of Congress to examin 
and inquire into; and whereas, the said Claytor 
Camp and the said David Gist having been so sum 
moned andcommanded, did fail and refuse to appea! 
before the said sub-committee, thereby showing 
themselves in contempt of the Senate of the United 


| States, as well as of the House of Representatives: 


Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate of the United States, (th 
House of Representatives concurring,) That the 
President of the Senate issue his several warrants 
directed to the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, com 
manding him to take into his custody the bodies 0! 
the said Clayton Camp and David Gist, respective!y 
wherever to be found, and tu have the same forth 
with before the bar of the Senate, to answer as for 4 


contempt of the authority of the Senate. 


Mr. THURMAN. Has the resolution bee 
taken up? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
vote of the Senate. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
it would suit the convenience of the Senator 


It has been by 





I should be very glad, it 





ted, ang ¢.1m Pennsylvania, if he would consent to 
mole... Sy one the consideration of the resolution 
Of th ther members of the committee, the 
US to ep » from Missouri (Mr. Briain] and the 
them + 7 oe frown Delaware, { Mr. Bayarp, ] retarn 
Withon: ; ee ats, which will be ina very few days. 
electin,. aes want to be here, and want to hear 


Liey 


Legisla a ment of my friend upon this question. 


sly, a) “anderstand that the Senator from Delaware 
Of the 1) bbly be here on Thursday or Friday, 
more. 7 Senator from Missouri betore that. I 
his ca bone that will suit the convenience of the 
ted bh S, from Pennsylvania. Ido not object, 
3 of the ‘ : ree, if it does rot suit his convenience : 
YOu car | know they want to be here, and | should 
USE yo see them here. 

ve beer, SCOLT. IL have no personal desire 
Vacancy eer about this matter. I am simply act- 
he ele he organ of the committee in endeav- 
g of the ; ) bave these questions disposed of, and 
when the it of the way of perbaps more important 
uld eon noes these two resoluuions, which have 
Lanity t , ipiedsome time. If my colleagues 
ing hay »C smimittee have expressed a desire 
til alter Sena >from Ohio to be here when this 


| under ; ) is considered, 1 certainly shall be 
Vv, leg & . j ed to ac ede to their wishes. 

* fore ng ~My. THURMAN. They made no express 
S$ & man : ynal desire of that kind, but I understood 
d States , n in co iversauion, especi ally the Senator 


od when ‘ Delaware, to wish to be here when it was 
in her es f uf. 
gin he SCOLT. If that is the desire of mem- 
on and of the committee associated with me in 
ting the nvestigation, and who are more familiar 

‘ with the ease than other members of the Sen- 
estion ig ie ve. certainly | have no desire to press it in 

& absence; but I do desire to give notice 


eR 


whenever they do appear [ shall ask the 


P Senate io dispose of these resolutions. 

; F fhe VICE PRESIDENT. This resolution 
) Senate be returned to the Calendar, and the Sen- 
ay from Pennsylvania gives notice of his 
d “ist niention to eall it up when his colleagues on 
ub Cor E the committee shall be here. 
Pot Mr. LRUMBULL. If there is no particu 
— : lar business before the Senate, and there does 
ee : not seem to be any, | move that the Senate 
— F adjourn. 

oan : Thue motion was agreed to; and (at two 
‘of April ; o'clock and forty eight minutes p. m.) the 


ofaj Senate adjourned 
[ certais 
fled; the , 


of 1 





elu 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
; Turspay, January 9, 1872. 

The House met at twelve o’clock m. 

Rev. Dr. De Sona, minister of the Portu- 
guese Synagogue, and Professor of Oriental 
Literature in MeGill University, Montreal, 


O1 Seve! 


nbers of 





r to take 

hich suid opened the proceedings with the following 
a ane Pens . . - 
rtanburg Aimighty and Everlasting God! these, Thy 
said su servants, the representatives of the people of 
. 1871, OY the United States in Congress assembled, have 
aie come to legislate in accordance with the prin- 
comm ciples of civil and religious liberty enunciated 


porto by their sires, the founders of this Republic, 
» matters ; 
mmittec and by perpetuating the same,to prove them- 


rent res selves worthy the glorious heritage they have 


yo received, Then look down from ‘Thy holy 
go sum babitat.on, from heaven, and assist and bless 
o appea them at this time. Pour out Thy spirit most 
showing a . . 5 _ 

Unit pienteousiy upon them; yea, let restupon them 
e ted a ? 


the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel andof ability, the spirit of the 


ntatives 


et knowledge of Thee, O Lord. Let righteous- 
varrants ness be the girdle of their loins, and faithful- 
te, con ness the cincture of their reins. And in all 
nee . their deliberations for the public weal, let not 
e forth personal or partisan hostility find place; but 
+ as for 4 sufler harmony, patriotism, truth, and justice 

to pervade them, so that to bigotry there may 
yn been be given no sanction, and to persecution no 


assistance. Let such a spirit prevail in all they 
do and say for this, their country, and inspire 
them with an enlarged sentiment of peace and 
good-will toward ali other peoples. 


We gratefully acknowledge, O Lord, that 
42p Cone. 2p Sess.—No. 21. 


en by & 


glad, it 
Senator 
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\ 
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ESS 


such a sentiment is signally 


manifesting itself 
in our day, and we render unto Thee our most 
hearty thanks that Thou permittest us, even 
now, to withess a victory of peace infinitely 
greater than any victory achieved in war, at 


any time,and byany people, in 


iOn are Sse 


and its parent nat 


ences, not by might, not by power, but by 
spirit, in a manner best becoming those of one 
origin, | blood, by an 
the arbitrament of nations impartial 


tereste d. 


anguage, an appeal 

and disin 
And as atoretime and among other 
peoples many a vindictive and bloody struggle, 
destroying both the material resourees and 
moral sense of those engaged, has originated 
in much less important considerations, we have 
special cause to thank Thee that this evil was 
averted, and to ask that the words of the Chief 
Magistrate of indeed be 
realized ; t! iis example may be everywhere 
followed, so as to restore to tie productive 
industry of the world millions of men engaged 
in training and preparations for war. 
then, both these nat 


this Republie may 
} 


bal 


Bless, 
ions who proclaim the glad 
tidings of peace to the world; draw 
nearer and n¢ 


esteem and m itual confidence, and t 


them vet 
arer to 


each other in mutual 


his not 
{i mrt he bless- 
ing of all the families of the earth. to whom 


merely for their own welfare, but 
they are the hope, the teachers of liberty, and 
enligh enment. 7 

Supreme Ruler of the Universe! may it 
please Thee to let the light of Thy countenance 
shine yupon this land Thou hast 
hitherto so greatly favored. Open unto it Thy 


goodly treasure, and bless it with prosperity 


continuous 


within and tranquillity without. 
from bloodshed and pestile tha 
stalketh in darkness Maintain within it the 
grand charter of liberty Thou hast inspired, 
and as: he who sacrilegiously touched Thine 


Presers e 


trom the nce t 


altar of old was accounted worthv of death, so 
perish the unhallowed hand that would pervert 
or destroy this Constitution of wisdom, justice, 
and liberty, for the narrow purposes of secta- 
rianism. And lastly. and above all, may its 
people advance most in the fear of Thee, and 
love of Thee, so that they may be for a name 
and praise among all the nations of the earth. 
Amen. 

The Journal of yesterday 


I, 
| 


was read and 


| approved. 


| the official character and conduct of a 


IMPEACHMENT OF CONGRESSMEN 
Mr. POLAND, from the joint select Com- 


mittee to Inquire into the Condition of the late 
Insurrectionary States, submitted a special 
report; which was read by the Clerk, as fol- 
lows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives : 
At a meeting of the joint select Committee to 
Inquire into the Condition of the late Insurrection- 
ary States, so far as regards the execution of the laws 
and the safety of the lives and property of the e¢iti- 
zens of the United States, convened at their roomin 
the Capitol, on the 22d of September, 1871, Mess 
Scort, Poot, and BLair were appointed a sub-com- 
mittee to examine the witnesses then in attendance, 
which sub-committee organized on the 23d of 
tember, 1871, and examined Edward Wheeler, of 
Arkansas. On the 2th of September, 187i, saidsub 
committee examined William G. Whipple, of Ar 
apsis. 

The testimony of these witnesses tends to impeach 
member ot 
the United StatesSenatefrom theState of Arkansas, 
and also to affect the right of a member of the Llouse 
of Representatives from that State toretain hisseat 
in the House. Other evidence of the same character 


SOT) ~ 
° ' 


k- 


was Offered, and one of the gentlemen aflected by 
this testimony claimed the right to bring witnesses 
before the committee to contradict or explain the 


same. The committee, however, upon considera 
tion, decided that the subject-matter to which said 
testimony related did not come within the limits of 
the investigation they were directed to make, and 


therefore declined to prosecute the inquiry any 
further, discharging a witness who had been sub- 
pene d and was then awaiting an examination. 

‘The joint select committee, pursuing what they 
deemed to be the proper parliamentary course, ata 
meeting on December 21, 18/1, adopted the following 
resolution: 

** Resolved, That the commit report the test 
mony taken velore tbe commMiLlee, au ing Senator 
CLAYTON, and Mr. Eowarps, 2 Represenutive from 


Arkansas, to the and House of Representa- 


penate 


tives, with a recommendation that each House take | 


| such action as it may deem proper.’’ 
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Agreeably to this resvlution of said joint select 
com undersigned, tl chairman on the 
par 5 ind the chairman on the part of 

ic ll it ves, beg leave to submit 
the te nony her xed at Edward Wheeler 

nd William G. Whiy h the State of Ark 
i is, Said Wheeler and Whipple haviug been the 
y w I = 1 i _ who were eXumine l 
Dy the comunittee, to the? e and House of Rep 
resentatives, respect i such action as eucn 
House may deem advisable. 
JOUN SCOTT, 
( t an f j Oe ¢ Neonat 
LUKE P. POLAND, 
Cha mon part the Howse 

Mr. POLAND. lt n ( er et rse be ig 

gest 1, | move that th re t printed, and 


that the report aud evidence a companying it 
Ol hiee! 


be reterred to the Committee 


Mr. 


A | VI al ) it ] | i Ih | d esire to ngquire o f 
the gentleman from Vermont | Mr. Pouanp) if 
he testimony 1s lengthy lf itis not, | should 


like to hear it read. 

Mr. POLAND. 
would take two hours to read it. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Then | do not wish to 
delay the Llouse with the reading of it. 
The SPEAKER. 

report and evidence will 
referred to the Committee ot 

Mr. ELDRIDGE 
inquiry with regard to the testimony. 
know whether il be printed 
Globe? 

Nhe SPEAKER. It 
order. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I would suggest, then, 
to the gentleman from Vermont [ Mr. Poranp] 
that the testimony be published in the Globe, 
that we may all have an opportunity to read it, 

Mr. DAWES. I eall 
gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Eipri 


It 


It is quite lengthy. 


mY! 
vi 


It there be no objection, 
ll be printed and 
ions 

[ wish to make another 
| de sire 


in the 


to it W 


will not, under this 


the attention of the 


i ‘ 


DGE] to 
the fact that 
ments in 


expense 


the frequent publication of doeu 
the Globe fills it ita 
ldo not make this remark with ret 
| matter, but | would 


erence to this particul 
i ret that to-day docu 


ments which properly should 


up ¢ very great 


ar 
direct his attention to the fi 
ro upon 
as documents are printed in the Globe instead, 


the thies 


at great expense. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. It suggests itself to my 
mind, that thisis a matter of such great import 
ance, affecting a member of this House, that 


the evidence should, without delay, be placed 
in a printed form before the members. 

Mr. BANKS. 
the House Publie Printer to print 
this report evidence in the usual form, 
have it presented on t 


It will be quite competent for 
to order the 
and and 
ie tables of membe 
I think this ought to be done instead 
of having it printed in the Globe. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would remind 
gentlemen that to print anything but the ordin 
ary proceedings of House the 


‘ 


' 
msi 


morrow, 


the in Globe 
requl animous 

Mr. POLAND I may that th 
mony has already been printed, with the gen 
| eral testimony taken before the 


It will be furnished to member 


res ur consen 


state testi 
commiitee, 


in that way, 


and I also ask the House to order it to be 
yrinted with this report 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. I would remind the 
gentleman from Vermont [Mr. PoLanp] that 
it will be some time before it will be ready for 
delivery in the form he mentions. 


liv 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. 


the 


If the course suggested 
by from Massachuse | Mr. 
Banks] should be adopted, it appears to 
that that would be satisfactory. 


4 


gentleman ts 


ine 


‘The motion that the report and accompany 
ing papers be printed and referred to the Com 


mittee of elections wis avreed to, 


Mr. POLAND moved to reeonsider the 
motion just agreed to; and also moved that the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the tabie 

The latter motion was egreed to. 


CONTESTED 

Mr. McCRARY. Iam directed by the Com 
mittee of Kiections to present their report in 
the contested-election case of Mchenzie vs 

i} Braxton, seventh district of Virginia, and I 


ELECTION 





ne 


ot Me Syn 


—_ 


PARE wer ask Me 





s)e ‘ 
OD hal bed 
r 

regu he Clerk to read the resolution at the 
cone t rey} rt 

The ¢ re la Ws . 

diy ‘ Phat Elliott M. Braxton wasduly elected 
oa it 3 ‘ ress from the seventh 
ai vil ia I ‘ edto retain lisseat 
us 


] i ¢ ind print i rive not cr 
li i ill « i ip to ! iol » Louse 
it a it da 

lhe ni nat t I | be laid on th 
tabie and ec i 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The re ir order of busi 
ness is the calling of committees for reports, 
ana the moruit i now begins at Qiteen 
ninutes to one © Ke 

11 S.A \\ FICKS, ET 

Mr. KEI Comn eon Coin 
ore Vve } ind | asi re | back, 
With tne re ida that it do pass, the 
bill (11. Ro N revising the laws relative to 
the min i VY Ollce nad « nuge ot ie 
United ute 

Ph i wi ead. 

Mr. KELLEY Mi aker, it may not 
be inu priate for me » make a brief state 
went in connection wih this bill. 

Mr. WOO Before the gentleman pro 
ceeds I would lke to < him whether he 
intends to ask for the question upon this bill 
sn low 9 

M KIELLI N r; | desire that the 
bill Suiikik bb i Cousil | It is not a@ pe 
measure Piny own, lt isa measure Oriyin- 
ated by the lreasury D iment, and growing 
out of the nece es of the case. The mint 
law of th ( ntry has never been revised. It 
wus orivinally framed for a single institution 

Philadelphia, and it involves many crudities 
necessarily arising from the fact that we have 
established several mi md quite a number 
of assay ollices in diflerent parts of our very 


much more widely extended country than the 
rinally intended to We 


people, 
i 


mw was cover, 


were not then a bullion-producing 


while we are to-day the greatest 


producers of 
Our mint 
and Pacilie coasts, 


what was 


the world, 
Atlantic 


heart of 


gold and silver in 
ituated upon the 
and in the 


nugo re 


buta few years 

yarded as the 

America. 
‘Time, 


inaccessible desert of 
as well a has tended 
, | way say with pro 
priety, crude. ‘The Secretary 
of the ering the difficulty of 


administering the affairs of so many oy and 


circum 


| aw somewhat 


tances, 
to make the 
mcoherent, or 
Treasury, dise 
assay Offices, gave the subject his person 
invited to his at d 

the most eX] erlenced ntlemen In the coun 
try in the matters of coinage and 
ment of mints, and dire: 
of the Treasury, in connection with those gen- 
tle men, to codilythe1 
and the 
those commissioners, as Iu 
were 


1conh- 
sideration, and then ome of 
the manage 
ted one of the oflic ers 
That was done, 
uch suggestions “as 


lintlaws. 
codification, with 
ray Callthem, make, 
ie two Houses of Congress. 
The Senate took up the bill and acted upon it 
during the last Congre ss, and sent it to this 
House. It was referred to the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and received 
as careful attention as l have ever 
committee to bestow upon any measure, 
committe 


submitted to 


known a 
lhe 
¢ before procee ding to consider it sent 
cop esol it. nottothe Direct 
but to the offices of 


rrofthe Mintalone, 
ll the mints and to those 
gentlemen who within the last filteen or twenty 
years have been connected with the mints and 
wade reputations which justified the committee 
in attaching importance to their opinions and 
the results of their experience; and thus en- 
lightened from sources to which the Secretary 
had not ay ple d, the committee proces ded with 
great deliberation to go over 
secLion by seclion, 
by word. 

The bill has 


the bill, not only 
but line by lige, and word 


not received the sam 


are | 


| omitted, so 


»eluborate | 


consideration from the Ce ym il tee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures ; He but the 
attent 1ot cach mem oe oan apron ai 


the earliest day of this session; cach member 


procured a copy of the bill, and there las been 
a th I nh eXaminaly _— the bill again | 
think that when the Ho ‘omes to consider 
the bill,while they may find some amendments 
to make that would be judicious, they will find 
the body of the | ito be a well devis d and 


tion of the 
uvery few, H any, 


cureful codilic Mint laws, making 


essential changese xcept in 





this: there is now a diveetor of the Mint; hi 

ollice Is uC | e Mint at Philade!phia, 
and Lhere is no more reasou why he iould 
supervise tl her mints than there is that the 
chief oflicers of the other mints should super- 
vise him. ‘There is really no subordination, 
there is no responsible head to our mints, or 
our system of co‘nage, and if the law be not 


brought into t 
perhaps, withou 
anybody, find our 
tions may not re 

must doubt. 


ter shape than it is, we shall 
willful fault on the part of 
coiuage that other na- 
enize, or that we ourselves 
It is of the highest importance, 
single cardinal change 
should be made. 
ome objections to the bill, I 
| have nothing further to say, while 
I will take pleasure in responding to the i inqui- 
ries of any gentleman who may have questions 
to put upon the subject. 

Mr. STORM.  L will ask my colleague 
whether the present inspector of the Mint at 
Philadelphia bas bad anything to do with the 
suggestions made in regard to this bill? 

KELLEY. I will say to mv colleague 
that as one of the othcers of the 
tainly was 
who were 


one 


therefore, that the one 
that the bill 
Until | hear 


Hpeleve tial 


propo es 


Mint hi > cer- 
both by the gent'emen 
summoned to the uid of tue Secre 
tary of the Treasury, and by the Commit: 
Coinaye, Weights, und Measures. I 
further, that we 
Director of 

| 


consulted, 


ee on 
will say 
not only addressed letters to 
the Mint but to the other ofh- 
cers, and those who have been officers, to Mr. 
Robert Patterson, who is now the cashier of 
the Saf+s Deposit Company, whose father, the 
late Professor Patterson, formerly of the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, was for mauy years Director 


of the Mint, and with whom coinage has been 
,alife long study. We received a namber of 
communications from him, as well as one bill, 
every section and line of which to which he 


wouid submit an amendment was marked. 
far as | know, no gentleman inthe 
country who has had protracted official con- 
nection with the mints or assay oftlices, or any 
gentleman whose scientific attainments in con- 
nection with the system of coinage or mint 
usages was suflicient to bring him to our notice. 
The committee having no special views, regard- 
ing themselves as charged with a very import- 
aut function, that of providing for the integrity 
of the coinage and an economie administration 
of the mints of the country, sought information 
from all recognized authorities, whether oflicial 
or unofficial. American or foreign. 

Mr. STORM. I willask my colleague [ Mr. 
KeLLEY] one further question. IL have not 
been able to give much attention to this bill, 
except while it was being read. I will ask my 
colleague whether this bill in any way pro- 
poses to void the charges now pe nding against 
the Director of the Mint of Philadelp hia? 

Mr. KELLEY. This bil was prepared soon 
after the present Director of the Mint came in, 
aud before any charges could have been made 
against him, if there be any now pending. This 
bill does not now touch any personal question ; 
it relates alone to the laws of coinage and the 
government of the mints and assay offices of 


the count: y. 


An amendment has been suggested to me, 
which I will a move. ‘This bill was proposed 


in the year ; therefore, an amendment is 
necessary to —— seventy-two. That sec- 
tion now reads, **this act shail be known as 


the coinage act, 1871, | move to amend by 
striking out ** 1871" and inserting * 1872."" 


| 


|} cause 


We | 


to the Goveriment, 
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TheSPEAK ER. T hat being a verbal: amend 
ment, it will be made if not objected to. ™ 
(he amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MAYNARD. There is anoth 
that itself to me as the bil] . 
being read, and to which | would tike to a 
the attention of the gentleman who las 
ported it. Jt conte mplates that the Mi; 
be a bureau in the Treasury Department 
that the head of that bureau shall be app ea w 
by the President, by and with the adyico «,,) 
the Senate, for a period of ¢ ™ 
years, unless sooner removed for reasons se 
to the Senate. Now, | would ask the vent 
man, why limit the official term ? Vy 
allow the appointment to be general, like 
of most other heads of bureaus. to cont 
nominally and, so faras the law speaks, d 
good behavior? And, then, why 
the Executive should deem it necessapy ; 
remove the incumbent betore the e Xpiration ¢ 
five years, that he shall give his reasons there. 
for to the Senate ? . 

Mr. KELLEY. [will say tothe gentem n 
from ‘Teunessee [Mr. Maynarp] that, as jy 
has learned from what I have already stated, 
neither L nor the committee originated the 
draft of this bill. I ean only give him what | 
believe to have been the reasons of the gen. 
tleman who did originate it; that is, that the 
Mint being, in one aspect of the case, a mann- 
facturing establishment, an establishment for 
the conversion of crude material into the coin 
of the country, it would be well to give as 
much permanence as possible to its manag 
ment. Inasmuch as its administration ma 
atfect our commercial relations, indeed o 
conti dence in Our own currency and coinage, it 
Was f ls that it would be well that the chief of 
the establishment should be appointed by, 
Wl li:e Cc 


er 


suggested 


consent of 


not 








hue 
uring 
re quire, it 


nd 
msent of the Senate, and that when 
appointed he should for even more than the 
presidential term not be removable witho 
shown. | know no other reason than 
that, aud | personally have no wishes on the 
subject as to whether the term of the offic+ 
shail be the one or the other. My own jad; 
ment is, that the proposition aims at a 
Wise conclusion, that of lifting the Mint 
the United States and removing the officer 
is to be charged with the weight, fineness, and 
regularity of our coinage, and of the pecuniary 
responsibility of this establishment, in so far 
as may be, having in view a due responsibility 
from all other influence: 
Mr. MAYNARD. Undoubtedly those are 
reasons that should govern us in framing this 
bill. ‘Lhe officer who will be appointed in 
charge of this bureau, should it be established, 
must necessarily have the subject of coinage 
as a specialty; there will necessarily be few 
persons in the couutry that will be qualified to 
fillihe place. That it is of sufficient import 
ance to be dignified by a senatorial confirma 
tion as well as executive appointment, I think is 
true. But I submit to the gentleman whether 





| this very element of permanency would not be 


better secured by placing the incumbent in the 
office, requiring these peculiar qualifications, 
which wiil of course continue to increase as 
long as the office shall be adequately filled, 
than at the end of five years have him go out 
of office by operation of law, at which time 
there would be a scramble of applicants seek 

ing to get the place, and he would only come 
in as one of perh: aps a half dozen or a dozen 
of others who would bring a great many in- 
fluences to bear, a great Inany recomme nda- 
tions, and a great many alleged qualifications. 
Especially if he is to be examined under the 
civil service policy, about which my friend cer- 
tainly must know more than I do, being chair 
man of that committee, the very fact “that he 
hud been engaged in coinage for tive years 
might make him very rusty in subjects of 
astronomy and engineering and the higher 
mathematies and the classical attainments, 


in which bis competitors mignt be more fresh 
aod appear betore the examning board with 


ivic 
Th 

at 
ARD 
Ih 
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word 
years 


reaso 
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ingu 
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rem 
first 
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ation of 


IS there. 


ntlem n 
ty aS he 
Stated, 
ted the 
1 what | 
he gen- 
that the 
’ manu- 
lent for 


give as 
banag 
nm ma 
, d Our 
nage, it 
hiet oft 
by and 
it When 


ted in 
lished, 
Olnage 
be few 
ified to 
mport 
ifirma: 
hink is 
hether 
not be 
in the 
itions, 
ase as 
filled, 
go out 
i time 
: seek- 
come 
dozen 
ny in- 
1enda- 
tions. 
or the 
d cer- 
ehair- 
vat he 
years 
ts of 
livher 
neuts, 
fresh 
with 


+ advantages than he would. 


rreate 


«. apee in office he should be allowed to 
ray there until there shall be valid reasons for 
That is a question I would 

e House without any contest of 
ibout it. 
aay have to make shali be submitted as 
ow iments may come under consideration. 
a MAYNARD. If the gentleman will 
ow me. | will move to amend the first sec- 


Such other suggestions as 


vieventh line, so that it will simply provide 
that the Director of the Mint ‘*shall be ap- 
aa ed by the President, by and with the 
; ivice and consent of the Senate.’’ 

The SPEAKER. The amendment offered 


I suggest || 
or it would not be better that when the | 


 . of the bill by striking out all after the || 
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suppose, desire to speak on this bill, are ab- 
sent. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire that every gentle 
man in the House shali have, if he wishes it. 
an Opportunity to discuss the bill. Iam not 
to be understood as unduly pressing it. 1 will 
say to my friend from New York that tl 
chairman of the committee took especia 


1p 
lt 


PuIns 
to invite to the bill the atteution of the two 
members to whomthe gentleman has referred, 
and they informed bim afterward that they had 
looked pretty thoroughly through the bill. But 


I do not wish to press the measure in the ab- 


sence of any gentleman who feels an interest 


init; andif the gentleman from New York 


| will raise a question that shall take me off my 


by the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. May- || 


xarp]| will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out at the end of the first section these 
words; “Andshall hold his office for the term of five 
years, unless sooner removed by the President upon 
reasons to be communicated by him to the Senate.” 


Mr. POTTER. I desire to make some | 


inquiries in regard to this bill. 

Mr. KELLEY. Unless the gentleman's 
remarks relate to the amendment, | would sug- 
gest that we had better let that question be 
first disposed of. 

Mr. POLTER. What I have to say does 
not relate to this amendment. 


Mr. GARFLELD, of Ohie. Mr. Speaker, I 


have not looked at the general scope of this | 


bill enough to have formed any judgment about 
ii; but | desire to say that if there is any 
amendment which ought not to be made, it is, 
irseems to me, that proposed by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Maynarp.] Whatever 
is defective in the report on civil service 
which we have lately received—and for which 
I hope all good men are devoutly thankfal, 
for it is a great step in the right direction— 
whatever is defective in that report arises 
mainly from the fact that it does not regulate 
removals ; it does not say a word about getting 


out of office; it relates solely to the question | 


of geitingin. So long as the back door is open 
to all officers, no matter how much you guard 
the front door, there is still a large degree of 
trouble. Now, I am glad to see that in the first 
section of this bill the back door is guarded. 
lt proposes to regulate the tenure of office of 
this officer. It fixes bis term. It does not 
make him an officer for life, thereby subjecting 
the bill to the charge of creating what might 
perhaps be called a moneyed aristocracy, or 
certainly a coin aristocracy; but it does pro- 
vide that when the officer is removed, the 
reasons for his removal shall be given. Now [| 
think this is a step in advance in regard to the 


civil service; and if no other feature of this | 


bill be preserved, I hope the clause which my 
friend from Tennessee proposes to strike out 
will be retained. 
the bill, while I have no doubt that the meas- 
ure is valuable, I have not studied it sufficiently 
to form an individual judgment. 

Mr. WOOD. I desire to eall the attention 
of the Chair to the fact that the morning hour 
has expired, 

(he SPEAKER. The morning hour does 
not expire unless some question of higher 
privilege takes the pending bill from the eon- 
sideration of the House. 

Mr. WOOD. 


may run through the day? 


The SPEAKER. It may, unless something 
of higher privilege claims the attention of the 
House. The Chair has frequently so decided. 

Mr. KELLEY. I would say to the gentle- 


man from New York [Mr. Woop] that | have | 
no objection to the bill going over till the | 


morning hour of to-morrow. lam notanxious 
to press it at this time. Idid not expect the 
bili to come up to-day. 

Mr. WOOD. Two members belonging to 
the minority of the committee, and who, I 


As to the general merits of | 


Do I understand that this bill | 











feet and cause the Speaker to announce the 
expiration of the morning hour, he will gain 
his object, and [ shall be obliged to him, for 
[ am here to-day without any papers on the 


subject. 
Mr. WOOD. I wish to be distinetly under- 
stood. I do not object to the House proceed 


ing to the consideration of this bill. [do not 
object to this being the subject of the whole 
session of to-day. But, sir, if we are to do 
business within the morning hour, if this eom- 
mittee can be called and go through the whole 
morning hour, and then take up the rest of the 
day with one of its bills, do not see why any 


| one committee should have a priority over 


any other committee so as to monopol ze the 
business of one whole day’s session. If other 
committees are to be restricted to the morn- 


| ing hour when they submit their reports, this 


committee should have no greater privilege. 

Mr. DAWES. I should like to ask the 
Chair whether there is any business on the 
Speaker’s table? 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York will remember that the Chair has uni 
formly ruled when committees are called they 
are entitled to go on with their business unless 
taken off the floor by some privileged motion, 
such as a motion togo to the business upon the 
Speaker’s table, or to go into Committee ot 
the Whole on the state of the Union, or by a 
report from the Committee of Elections. Only 
such motions can take precedence of the busi- 
ness of the morning hour, and unless such 
privileged business arises, there is nothing 
which can interfere with the business of the 
morning hour. There is nothing in the rules 
which confines the morning hour to sixty 
minutes. 

Mr. DAWES. I made the inquiry whether 
there is any business upon the Speaker's table, 
and | make itagain; for,in my judgment, there 
are some matters in this bill which deserve 
serious consideration. If there is any such 
business, | move to go to the business upon 
the Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER. There is no business upon 
the Speaker's table beyond the matters usually 
laid before the House by the Chair every day, 
excepting a bill from the Senate (8S. No. 384) 
extending time for the completion of the Green 
Bay and Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan ship- 
canal, in the State of Wisconsin. 

Mr. DAWES. The gentleman from New 
York asks me to withdraw my motion for the 
present. 

Mr. POTTER. I desire to indicate the 
questions to which I wish answers to be made 
at this time, by the gentleman from Pennsy|l- 
vania. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I hope the gentleman 
from New York will suspend a moment until 
i reply tothe suggestion of the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. GarFietp.] From the point which 
he has made against the amendment, he seems 
to have failed to see the object which I had in 
view. Theobjection to the billas it now stands 
is not that this officer is removable, but the ob- 
jection is to limiting the term to five years. 
If that be done we shall have the same trouble 
we now have in reference to the Commissioner 
of the Currency. My objection is to limiting 
the term of office to a period of five years. I 


i Mr. POTTER. 
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wish to let the officer be made removable only 
upon reasons to be assigned for his removal. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. My friend from 
Tennessee would have accomplished his pur- 
pose by striking out the five years’ term, leav- 
ssignment of reason to stand, bat he 


out the assigamenut of reason for the 
removal as well, 


Mr. POTTER. With the consent of the 
rentlemen from Tennessee and Obio, I will 
now put Certain inquiries to the gentleman in 


} 
Ing the 


strikes 


charge of this bill; and I desire the gentleman 
trom Massachusetts to withdraw his motion, so 
that [ may put them at this time, sinee I wish 
an Opportunity to consider the information 
which may be given in answer to my ques- 
tions; and if I do not receive it to-day | shall 
not have that opportunity. 
Mr. DAWES. I withdraw my motion to go 
to the business on the Speaker's table. 
Mr. POTTER. I desire, in the first place, to 
ask the gentleman who has this bill in charge 
whether, if it becomes a law, it will make any 
change in the value of the coin issued pur- 
suant to its provisions from the value of the 
coin which now exists? 
Mr. KELLEY. It does not. 
Mr. POTTER. Does it make any change 
in the standard of weight or of fineness of the 
coin? 
Mr. KELLEY. It does not. 
Mr. POTTER. Does it provide for any new 
kind of coin; coin of any new denomination, 
other than that which is now coined? 
Mr. KELLEY. It does not. 
Mr. POTTER. Does it provide for coins 
of new impressions, or with different forms or 
devices? 
Mr. KELLEY. Inasmuch as it provides for 
the coining of one, three, and five-cent pieces, 
it extinguishes the devices of the old copper 
cent. Itextinguishes the devices of the copper 
nickel coin, which is combined in the propor- 
tion of 12 to 88. It extinguishes the devices 
of the bronze coins, which are made of tin, 
| copper, and zine, of two metals which ought 
| not to be introdueed into our coin. = It origin- 

ates no new devices—none not known to our 
| coinage at present. 

Mr. POVTER. Does it preserve the same 
silver and gold devices now in use? 

Mr. KELLEY. Precisely. 

Mr. POTTER. Does it preserve the same 
| nickel coin now in use? 
| Mr. KELLEY. Precisely. 

Mr. POTTER. It authorizes, then, here- 
after no base coinage except nickel coinage? 
Mr. KELLEY. Thatisso. This bill isa 
mere codification. There are one or two 
things in this bill, I will say to the gentleman 
from) New York, with his permission, which 
| personally would like to modify ; that is to 
say, | would like to follow the example of 
England, and make a wide difference between 
'our silver and gold coinage. But as I was 
charged with a biil that looked only to the 
codification of the mint laws, or mainly that, I 
did not feel it well to interject into that bill 
any of my own peculiar views. I would have 
liked to have made the gold dollar uniform 
with the French system of weights, taking the 
gram as the unit. I have expressed myself 
very earnestly on that subject, but | did not 
feel that | could impress my personal views on 
a general law, and therefore | preferred, as I 
introduced yesterday a resolution touching 
the silver coin, to have this question come up 
as an independent question. 

Mr. POTTER. I have some further in- 
quiries to make of the gentleman, which I 
should like him to answer. Does the bil! pro- 
vide for any compulsory recoinage of exis ing 
coins, or only that the coinage hereafter shall 
be according to the provisions of this bill? 

Mr. KELLEY. That is all. 

Mr. POTTER. Does it increase the de- 
nomination of any nickel or base coins? 

Mr. KELLEY. Not intheslightest degree. 

Will the bureau which the 
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becu e it was not in the 
propel nv, rd, when putin prope 
form, it pa i the House. Subseque nily a 
bill sde t trom the Senate came 
her ind was pa i during the last session 
of the Forty- First Congress. And under that 
bill the reds mphion of a | base coin is now law. 

Mr. KELLEY lhis bill provides for the 
rede 1 alike of all subsidiary coinage, 
whether of iver, copper, or nickel. 


Mr. POTTER, 
in the law with respectto the exchange of gold 


Does it make any change 
for olher coinage ¢ 

Mr. KELLEY. Not inthe slighte 
Mr. POLTEER. Does 


it provide tora change 


in the rate of redemption of the subsidiary 
coms when enchenged 6 r gold? . 

Mr. KEI iY. I think not; I meanat their 
relay oe 

Mr. P OTTER I mean that. 

Mr. KELLEY. ‘Tbe gentleman will find 


that it does not. 
Mr. POTTER. Ll understood from a mem- 
ber of the committee that it made that change. 
Mr. KELLEY. LIthink not. If I find that 
it doe friend of the fact to- 
morrow morning be fore we vote on the question. 
Mr. POTTER. I thank the gentleman. 
And now will ‘explain what he 
the “*prott tund, 
Mr. KELLEY. I will. lhe base coinage has 
source f profit. Tohave made 
he old ** copper, ranization of the 
Government, worth a cent soul lhave rendered 
he provision of an a equate amount of coins 
wiMnost lin pass ble. 


I will advise my 


meaus by 


at the org 


There is no subsidiary 
the intrinsic value of 
its its denominational value, 
And con 
n base coin is produced there is a 
protit fund, which has sometimes amounted, | 
think, to a million dollarsa year, Thereisalso 
out of all mints except 
onging to countries who use silver as 
a stnudard—a pre fit fund derived from silver 
Knugland derives about eight per cent. 
rom her silver coinage, that being the differ- 
ence between it ana gold, We derive about 
pee cent. under a law introduced by the 
e Senetor Benton in order to secure a: 


eolnage in the world, 
whic represe! 
and there is none such in America. 


sequently whe 


i probt tund arising 


those be 


Colnage. 


silver 
ge us a circulating medium in this coun 

iry, that being impossible if a subsidiary coin- 
age were m: ade of such metal that its intrinsic 
value should be its denominutional value. It 
was the fact that the old Mexican “ pillar dol- 


Cit 
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lar,’’ as it is called, was of its denominational 
luethat he takenit out of circ ation, sothat 
it is now only found in this ebautir or inthe 


uutries ol Murope in cabinets of 


commercial ¢ 
Curio Lie 3 

Ir. POTTER It is exactly in respect of 
that that I wish to ask the attention of the 
| | : } satal 
House. The gentleman is entirely mistaken 
Im saying that the copper colnage of this ecoun- 
try was a base coinage at the origin of the 


Government. On the contrary, when the 
imported into this country, 
varied materially in value, 
the vy rht of the cent was, on one or more 


‘rwhich Was 


to I ike cent of, 


occasions, made to vary accordingly; but a 
cent repre ited truly the hundredth of a dol- 
lar. It was not until 1853 that there was any 
law forthe issue of an untruthful coinage—a 


‘ that was not in value what it pre- 
led to be. After the _— ry of Cali- 
fornia, 1 view of the great 1 ease in gol l, 
lver became relatively Aone sed as gold 


and it was thought neces 


de ised in value, 

iry by Congress, in order to retain small sil- 
ver In Cl culati n, to depreciate the value of 
the fraciional silver coins. Accordingly the 


value of the fractional silver coins of the coun- 
ed about five per cent., and two 
half dollars or four quarter dollars thereatter 
were not worth a dollar. but became intrins 


if ally worth o ily avout ninety hundredths 


of a dollar. ‘The silver eoins for fractions of 
a dollar sine 1853 have been false coins, 
such coins as, if any citizen had reduced the 
earlit coin to that extent, he would be 
iable to be punished for 80 debasing the coin. 


Mr. KELLEY. I suegest to the gentle- 
man that the Government of the United States 


‘ 


and thatof England, lbkrance, Belgium, or Ger- 


many, are not men, but sovereigns, exercising 


and bound to furnish the 
people of those countries 
medium. I deny, therefore, 
tween the action of 


sovereign authority, 
the analogy be- 
counterfeiter of coin. 


Mr. POTTER. 


me to refer to an analogy that | did not draw. 


I am not unaware of the power of the Govern- | 
debase 


ment. Ispoke of the fact that it did 
its fractional silver coins first about 


and after 1853 the Government 


1853, 


further pro- 


ceeded to debase its copper coins, and then it | 
finally proceeded to put iuto circulation a mis- 
debased nickel coinage, such as the 
common five-cent piece, which was made for 


erable, 


no earthly purpose, that I can understand, 


except to enrich certain gentlemen who have 
| @ monopoly of nickel in the gentleman's State, 


and to give them a profit from it. The fact 


| now is that we have in circulation in this 


country five or six descriptions of base coins, 
no one of which is what it pretends to be, 


and some of which are not intrinsically worth | 
ten per cent. of what they pretend to be, and 
there was no law for the redemption of those 


base coins until the law which was passed at 
the last session of Congress. 
The gentleman says there is no Govern- 


ment in the world that issues coin that has not 
debased the subsidiary coins. I take issue 
with him in regard of that fact. It is the 
United States only, as I understand it, of all 


the civilized Governments, that materially de- 
base their coins and put out coins that pre- 
tend to be what they are not. Now, | do not 
know what necessity there may be of legis- 


lating in respect to the coinage now when the 


United States have not had any specie circula- 
tion for ten years past, and when little at pres- 


ent exists to induce us to believe that they will 


get back to a specie currency for years to come. 


| cannot, therefore, understand why we should 


legislate upon the subject at this time at all; 


but if we do, I protest against the continuation || 
by this Government of the issue of coins which | 
do not mean what they say, which are not what | 


they pretend to be, which declare a lie upon 
their face; for I say, if it is a part of the prov- 


with a circulating 


such a Government in the 
discharge of such a function and that of a 


The gentleman interrupted 





| coin that was debased. 
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ince of the Government to issue coinavge 
the function ot this Goverument and 
Governments to do justice, and ther 


ll e 


justice in putting forth that which is yor , 
it pretends to be and attempting to 
upon the people. A profit fund go 
ating, howsoever large it muy be, j 
credit to any Government. 

Mr. KELLEY. If the ¢ gentleman is core 


sto the early history of the coinage oy, 
sons [ would like him to explain wher, 
profit fund came trom when each ¢ 
sented its intrinsic value—what there wag ; 


pay tor fuel, ofhcers, wastage, and by 
Mr. POLTER. Really the difference 
tween the cost of a thine, that is to « 


trinsic value plus the labor necessa 


it form aud shape and to place upon 

proper device, and of another thing, ha 
only one half or one tenth of its nominal ya 
is not difficult to understand When I says 
the copper coinage ot the country « 
was intrinsically of its denominationa 
I meant, of course, that its metallic 

equal to its denominational val 


ue, ded 
from that value the cost of putting th 
into its form The Government 


original cost of the copper and added to 
amount of cost necessary to put it in 
of coin.. But with this Pennsylvania eo 
ance we have this nickel coinag 
monopoly to these gentlemen in Penn 
from which my colleague at my lef 


| they reap a profit of six hundred per « 
| the country is flooded with base coin, not, 


fourth of its denominational value, and havi 
no relation to the representative value 
upon it. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Preside 
the United States was communicated to 
House by Mr. Porrer, his Private Secret 

MINTS AND COINAGE, 


The House resumed the consideration of 
House bill No. 5, revising the laws relatis 
the mints, assay offices, and coinage of 
United States. 

Mr. KELLEY. Ido not see yet, notwith 
standing the explanation of the gentiema 
from New York, [Mr. Porrer,] how the pu 
chase of copper and other metals, and of fu 


| and of acids, and of retorts, and of dies, and 
| the payment of salaries, and the expense « 


construction of buildings and the transmissi 
of coin at the charge of the Government 
different points of the country for distribution, 
at their precise proper cost, shall crea 
profit fund which is traditional with the Mint 
(hat is what 1 want to know, how the Gove 
ment, by selling its coins at precisely their 
cost, has always made a profit. I would 


| this question answered, how a merchant, 


selling everything that he deals in at its proper 
cost, shail foot up each year a profit fund? 

Mr. POTTER. He does not do so. 

Mr. KELLEY. The Government hasalways 
had its profit fund from the Mint. 

Mr. POTTER. My answeris that the Gov 
ernment has not done so, for to say that it! 
done so is simply to assert that it always issued 
There may have been 
some little profit at times, but there never were 
any base coin put in circulation until 1999, 
when silver coin, representing fractions of @ 
doilar, was debased about six per cent. 

Mr. KELLEY. If the gentleman was nol 
a little rabid about Pennsylvania, if he had 


| not gone mad on nickel, he would see that the 


nickel clauses of this bill could be stricken out, 
and yet a very great work would be done tor 


| the coinage of the country. 


Mr. POTTER. 
to strike them out? 

Mr. KELLEY. The nickel coins are part 
of the coins of the country to-day, in the pro- 
portion provided for in this bill. If those pro 


Will the gentleman consen! 


|| visions were stricken out, there would be no 
| provision for producing subsidiary coinage. 


W 
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I shall not consent to striking them 


si iia 
eo In 1868, when the Committee on Coin- 
< presided over by Mr. John A. Kasson, 

wae va, copper nickel coins, in the propor 
, of 23 to 77, [ think, were provided for, 


. then no other coins of the deunomin- 
sree and five cents have been made. 
these out without insert 
jinage, would 
supply of 


ing a 
ron for leave us 
ally without a these small 

ne This bill is symmetrical in all its parts ; 
a mere revision of the mint laws, suggested 

“ i Secretary of the Treasury, and con- 

red in by every man who sees the difficulty 

nanaging mints and assay offices scattere d 


Now, to strike 


other ¢ 


a ; country as they are, without having 
nsible head. Its sole function is to so 

‘ify the laws, and to appoint a responsible 

1° under the Secretary of the Treasury, that 

- coinage may be uniform and honest, and 
bat if we issue base coin we shall issue them 
¢.» not more than their value, as our fathers 


i to do, and shall redeem them wherever 
they are found in excess among the people. 
In the good old times to which the gentle- 
in mistakenly refers, when a cent repre- 
ed intrinsically the one hundredth part of 
llar, there was no means of redeeming 
tor any other subsidiary coinage that was 
wd. When ina later generation the cor- 


| three-eent coin was issued, no pro- 
was made for its redemption. Last 
ir. owing to the efforts of the Committee 


» against the mistaken resistance of 
from New York, though with 
afte coUperation, we made those coins 
This bi!l perpetuates that sound 
nothing more. 

ir. POLTER. It was not necessary to 
provision for redeeming base coin when 


) Coinage 


ethan 


redeemabie. 


SIO. 


we did 


not issue any. Our fathers had no 
vessity for making a law for exchanges of 
econ, because all the coins of those days 
f exchangeable value. The device of 
exchanges grew up in consequence of the issue 
| r times of these base coins, and the only 
yinmetrical part of this bill is the provision 
se base colns hereafter are to be made 

of nickel alone. 


Mr. KE LLE ae No, sir. The 


ns as the ge 


silver ¢ - 
ntleman’s party friends wis 


ide it—a sub i coin worth four per cent. 
less than its intrinsic value in gold. 


. POTTER. Where the differs ence in it a- 
riusi¢ value is so slight I do not call the coin 
“use cou l. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope thatthe 
leman from Pennsylvania will consent to 
efer this bill to the Committee of the Whole, 
or have it considered in the House as in Com- 
the Whole, so that we may go over it 
by 5. Peon I observe that, among other 

: bill proposes some changes in sala- 
res whic ch eae to be discussed. ‘ hope the 
gentleman will adopt this suggestion. 1] make 
it in ta entirely friendly spirit. 

. KELLEY. As the bill is altogether a 
scat bill, lam anxious that it shall receive 
the most thorough consideration. I am_ per- 
fectly willing it shall go either to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, if its consideration be not 
thereby delayed, or that it be considered in 
the House as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Itwill savetime 
to consider the bill in the House as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move, then, Mr. Speaker, 
that the further consideration of this bill be in 
the House as in Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. Under the five minutes 
rule? 

Yes, sir; 


Mr. KELLEY. 
s rule. 


under the five-minutes 
That will require unani 


mittee ot 
section 


in the House 


The SPEAKER. 
MOus consent. 
the consideration of this bill in the House as 
in Committee of the W hole, under the five- 
minutes rule? 


Is there obje ction toe ontinuing 
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Mr. DAWES. Will that permit the bill to 
be taken up section by section? 
The SPEAKER. It will ly involve 


Tit cessa 


that. Ifthere be no objection the order will 
be made, 

There Was no ¢ biection. 

The SPEAKER After the gentleman from 
Ohio {| Mr. Garrie.p] has had his five minut 
the Clerk will read the first section of the bill. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. A question has 


: fF any larah|!) ° 
IB OF CONSlUeravie inhler: 


been raised here which 
est; and | happen to have in my hand some 
material that has been in the possession of the 
Committee on App hseems 


ropriations, and whi 


to me valuable enouzh to be placed on the pages 
of the Globe. It is in the form of a letter 
iddressed to the former chairman of the Com- 
miltee on Ay cass on two questions 


which h ive | ell 
tleman from Ney 
as to th 


raised here to-day by the gen- 
York, Porrer;] first, 


} intrins! ‘value of the se debased COINS 5 


and second, as to what is known as the ** profit 
account of the Mint. The following is the 
document to which I refer: 
Mint or tak Unitep States, 
PHILADELPHIA, January 25, 1870. 

Str: In reply to the communication of the 18th 
instant, signed by R. J. Stephens, clerk of your ecom- 
mittee, and, in its behalf, requesting a statement 
showing the aggregate protits (or transient gain) aris- 
ing from the nickel and cent coinage during the last 
five years; also the actual gold value of the nickel 


pieces, (or one hu 
value 


ndred of them;) and 
hundred of the cent pit 
honor to inclose statement marked “A 
profits, &c., as requested. 

lo the se — ‘2904 stion I reply that it is usual for 
us t 


also the gold 
L have 


showing the 


oft one the 


»State the iue ol our lmierior Coins in currency, 
because the accounts of that coinage are so kept. 
But, as the answer is required in gold, the following 


is deduced, namely: 


‘The metal in 100 five-cent pieces, of seventy-seven 


grains, nickel and copper, cents in gold..........9U do 

Labor, material, dies, coinage, wastage, &e....... 80 
Total in gold......... dgstiepiinnysvdcsk dca besuseseacatweeads $1 35 

100 three-cent pieces, nickel and copper metal, (2 

labor, &e., (3 f | sd cseath hidiantucaton thas 31 03 
100 one-cent pieces, coy r 2), (proposed,) labor, 

is (OUD BOM ss cisiseessesativeates aes " sevens B00 
100 two ut pieces, ronz metal i, jJubor 

rt Re le) | sin peteseus ] 
100 one-cent pieces, | ize metal, lab 

M8 AFD) i cness  & 

The potent whol cost to Goverumen pearly as 
great fi ing % cent as a fi ent plec ie 
above ie not include the cost of tl yags, Xec., 
delivery, &c. This eost is about equal to five per 


cent. on the ab 
Very resp¢ 


@€stiuiates, 
stfuliy, yours, 


JAMES POLLOCK, 


Director. 
MINT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
PHILADI PHIA, January 21, 1871. 
Statement showing the amount of profits on the 
one, two, three, and five-cent coinage transferrec to 
the United States ‘Treasury trom January 1, 185, to 
December 31, 1569, inclusive: 
Profits of the year 1865............cccc-ccsssessccecsees $450,000 
Profits of the year 1T866.............cccc cece ee eeee 870,000 
Profits of the year 1867...............00006 eevee 20K), 000 
Profits of the year ISG8...............c.ceccecee cee cecees 1.000.000 
Profits of oe mane Lsot ) U0 
IR Aas i cesabe dh cdgbdnschaieisestecacns woe t.075,000 
JAMES POLLOCK, 
Director of the Mint. 
Hon. H. L. Dawes, Chairman Committee on Appro- 
priations. 
Mr. KELLEY. I was about to suggest that 


the gentleman from Ohio embraced a period 
in his profit account belore nickel was used in 
our coinage. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The facts I have 
stated will go into the Globe; and 1 wish to 
add that | hope the time will come when we 
will not have tokens, but real money; neither 
tokens in metal nor tokens in paper, unless 
they represent their full value. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. aoe n 
the chair.) The bill the He 


is betore 


* In addition to the profits of 1869, a balance of 


$167,182 11 was withheld as a fund to meet « tin 
gent expenses of the cent colnage at unt for the 
present quarter. This sum includes the one, two, 


three, and five-oent coins on hand and for disiribu- 
tion. 
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, action, and the Clerk will read the first section 


for amendment. 


The ¢ 


Thatthe Mintofthe United Statesis hereby estab- 
lished as a 


‘lerk read as follows: 






ureau of the Treasury Department, em- 
bracing in its organization and under its control all 
mints forthe manufacture of coin, or assay offices 
for the stamping of bors, which are now, or which 


may be hereafter, authorized by law. The ehief 
itheer of the said bureau shall be denominated the 
ctor of the Mint, and shall he under the gen- 
eral direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. He 
shell be appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, and shall hold his 
iflice for the term of fiv e years, unless sooner removed 
xy the President, upon reasons to be communicated 
by him to the Senate. 


The SPEAKER pro 


ing question is on the 


' 


tempore. 
4 


The pend 


amendment of the 


yeti- 
tleman from Tennessee, to strike out the fol- 
lowing words: ‘tand shall hold his office for 
the term of five years, unless sooner removed 


by the President, upon reasons to be commu 


nicated by him to the Senate.”’ 


Mr. MAYNARD. I modity my amendment 
so as to strike out the preceding words of 
the sentence, an : add after the word ** Treas 
waa the words ‘*‘to be appointed by the Pres 

lent, by and wi th the advice and consent of 
the Senate ;’’ so that it will read: 

The chief officer of the said bureau shall be 
lenominated the Director of the Mint, and shall be 
inder the general direction of the Secretary of the 
lreasury, to be appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, 

Mir. Speaker, if the gentleman from Ohio, 


or any otuer g tle 


man, chooses to propose an 
amendme 


utto my amendment, 
removable 


that he shall be 
shown the Senate, I 
but what Ll do object to is limit- 


only ior Cause 


do not object; 


ing the term of office to a period of five years, 
Itis a departure from the usual practice in like 
cases. Ditheult ar - delicate as are the duties 
of this oflice, if no reasons can be urged for the 
removal of the incumbent, he should be a 
lowed to continue to hold his office without 
Dell embarrassed at the end three years, 
or five years, or any other number of years. by 
a siruggle or com peti n for bis place He 
hould n be at inoyed with matters of this 
kind, but should be removable only for cause 
5] Whi. 

he only office in which this feature of lim 
iting the term toa fixed period exists 13 that of 
the Com) er of the Currency, and certainly 
in that case has not proved to have worked 
well. If we are to have genuine reform in the 
civil service—l mean reform in fact, honest, 


bona fide reform made in the civil servicee—then 


we sil ill ( fhe rs removable only for cause 
shown. Changeis not reform: and unlessour 
action applies in the direction of only remov 
ing officers for cause, we never shall have any 
eal civil service reform. 


Mr. KELLEY. Ithirnk the amendment of 
the gentleman from eee ssee had better not 
be adopted. The period of five years was 
fixed, as | understand, as to remove this 


office from the 
and the 


excitement of a presidential 
excitement which follows 
t. No person fills the office at 
this time. ‘The selection is to benow made, 
and to continue for five years. By putting the 
period at five years it shows that Congress has 
determined to remove this office at least from 
the quadrennial distribution of places under 
the old ery that ‘‘to the victors belong the 
spoils.’’? Under the bill as it now is such a 
man would be selected as would be best fitted 
for the duties of the office, as there would then 
be the expectation of bis remaining there dur 
good behavior. I hope, theretore, the bill 
will be permitted to pass as it stands. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is itin order to move to 
amend the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope the gentleman wi il] 
accept a modification of his amendment, so 
that we shall strike out the words ‘‘for the 
term of five years.’’ If he does not, I move 
then, instead of striking out, to insert after the 


conie 


such a conte 


ing 


; 
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words ‘‘for the term of five years,’’ ‘‘ unless 
sooner removed by the President, for reasons 
communicated by him to the Senate.” 

Mr. Speaker, the ament dment | propose with- 
draws from the President the power to remove 


without cause. ‘The general anes are sufficient 
to secure : the removal of an improper | verson 
from office; and the conferring of the power 


upon the President is one of the 
evils sought to be removed by the great move- 
ment now pervading the whole country in favor 
of civil service reform. There 
lking of reforming the civil service while 
every bill we pass confers upon the President 
this extraordinary power. The bill, as itnow 
stands, confers upon the President power to 
by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, this important officer for a term 
of five year unless sooner removed from 
office by the President. The general laws of 
the land provide the mede in which he shall be 
removed {from the office. But this section invests 
the President with the power of removing 
absolutely, simply signifying to the Senate his 
reasons for so, and not that he is pre 
pared to remove the oflicer with the consent 
of the Senate. 


Mr. WILLARD. 


} 
t moval 


can be no use 


‘ 


im i 


appoint, 


doing 


It seems to me tnat the 
proposition of the gentleman from Indiana 
|Mr. Hotman] is entirely correct, that this 
officer should be left in precisely the same 
position as all other officers appointed by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate; 
that his removal should be left to the opera- 
tion of the tenure-of-oflice law, whatever its 
force now may be. If the President, under 
that law, may remove without giving reasons, 
all very well. It he cannot remove without 
giving perhaps it is better—at all 
events, I think it better to put it in that way 
than to leave it in the way in which i 
in the bill. 

lhe SPEAKER pro tempore. 
tion is on the amendment of 
from Indiana, | Mr. Homan. } 

MAYNARD. What will be the effect 
of that amendment? How will that part of 
the section read if amended as proposed by 
the gentleman from Indiana? 

Nhe SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk 
will read it as it would be amended if the words 
indicated in the amendment of the gentleman 
from Indiana were stricken out. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

He shall be appointed 
with the advice and consent of the Senate 
hold his office for the term of five years. 


Mr. DAWES. Anyhow! [Laughter.] May 
I move to amend by adding the word ‘‘any- 
how?”’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question 
is on the amendment of the gentleman from 
Indiana. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
56, noes 42; no quorum voting. 

Mr. DOX. Let us have the yeas and nays 
On it, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A 


not having voted, 


reasons, 
stands 


The ques- 
the gentleman 


by and 
, and shall 


by the President, 


quorum 
the Chair will order tellers. 
The > man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ket- 
LEY] and er gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. 
Horan | will act as tellers, 
The eee again divided; 
reported- -avyes 55, noes 69. 


Mr. HOLMAN. This is an important mat- 
ter in its relation to the question of civil 
service reform, and I must ask the yeas and 
nays on it. 

lhe yeas and nays were ordered. 

lhe question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 58, nays 103, not voting 
77; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Archer, Arthur, 
Biggs, Braxton, Bright, Caldwell, Cox, Dox, Du Bose, 
Duke, Eldridge, Henry D. Foster, Garrett, Getz, 
Hambleton, Handley, Harper, John T. Harris, 
Herndon, Hibbard, Holman, Kerr, Leach, Lewis, 
Marshall, McHenry, McIntyre. Merrick, Moore, 
Niblack, Hosen W. Parker. Kli Perry, Randall, 
Read, Edward Y. Rice, John M. Rice, Rogers, Roose- 


and the tellers | 


velt, Sherwood, Slater,Slocum, Slosa,Stevens, Storm, 
Swann, Terry, Dwight Townsend, Tuthill, 
Trump, Vaughan, Waddell, Wells, Willard. 
liams of New York, Winchester, and Wood—58. 
NAYS—Mesers. ‘Ambler, Barber, Barry, Beatty, 
Beveridge, Bird, Austin Blair, James G. Blair, 
George M. Brooks, Buckley, Buffinton, Burchard, 
Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. butler, 
Coburn, Coghlan, Conger, Cotton, Crebs, Creely, 
Critcher, Crossland, Dawes. Dickey, Donnan, Duell, 
Dunnell, Eames, Ely, Finkelnburg, Wilder D. 
Foster, Frye, Garfield, Goodrich, Griffith, Llale, 
llarmer, George E. Harris, Havens, Hay, Gerry 
W. Hazleton. John W. Hazleton, Hoar, Hooper, 
Houghton, Kelley, ei: Ketcham, Lamport, 
Lansing, Lowe, Maynard, MeClelland, McCormick, 
McCrary, McKee, Mercur, Merriam, Benjamin 


Van | 
Wil- | 
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Meyers, Monroe, Leonard Myers, Negley, Orr, 
Packard, Packer, Palmer, Peck, Perce, Platt, Por- || 
Potter, Prindle, Ellis H. Roberts, Rusk, Seo- | 


field, Secley, Sheldon, Shellabarger, H. 
Smith, John A. Smith, Snapp, Snyder, Thomas J. 
Speer, Sprague, Starkweather, Stevenson, Strong, 
Taffe, Thomas, Washington Townsend, Turner, 
Twice hell, Tyner, Upson, Walden, Wallace, Wheeler, 
Whiteley, Whitthorne, Williams of Indiana, Jere- 
miah M. Wilson, and Jobn T. Wilson—103. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Averill, Banks, 
Barnum, Beek, Bell. Bigby, Bingham, James Brooks, 
Campbell, Carroll, Clarke, 
Darrall, Davia, De Large, Edwards, Elliott, 
worth, Farwell, Forker, Chages Foster, Golladay, 
Haldeman. Halsey, Hancock, Hanks, Hawley, Hays, 
Ilereford, Hill, Kendall, Killinger, King, Kinsella, 
Lamison, Lynch, Manson, McGrew, McJunkin, Me- 
Kinney, MeNecly, Mitchell, Morey. Morgan, Mor- 
phis, Isaac C. Parker, Pendleton, Aaron F. Perry, 
Peters, Poland, Price, Rainey, Ritchie, Nn age R. 
Roberts, Robinson, Sawyer, Sessions, Shanks, Sho- 
ber, Shoemaker, Worthington C. Smith, R. Milton 
Speer, Stoughton, Stowell, St. John, Sutherland, 
S» pher, 
ren, Washburn, and Young—77. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Sympson, 
one of its clerks, informed the House that the 
Senate had passed a resolution of thanks to 
the Governor, and through him to the people 
of the State of 
Plantations, for the statue of Roger Williams, 
and accepting the same, in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 

MINTS, ASSAY OFFICES, ETC. 

The question recurred upon Mr. Maynarp’s 
amendment. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I 


move pro 
strike out the last word, 


and | do it for the 


Voorhees, Wakeman. Waldron, Walls, War- 


forma to | 


Boardman | 


Cobb, Comingo, Conner, || 
Farns- || 


Rhode [sland and Providence | 


| ary of not exceeding $3,500; 





in the direction of my amendment. 





January 9 
“ ’ 


Mr. MAYN YAR D. I have no objection 
that ; it will accomplish the same end. |; ; 
Mr. WILLARD. Imove, then, as an amen 
ment to the amendment proposed by the 
tleman from Tennessee, to insert, in plac 
the words to be stricken out, the words ‘«, 
shail hold his office during good behavicy™ 
Mr. KEL L 1D) ¢ Does the gentle Man meg 
to say that he shall hold his office for 4, 
years, and during good bebavior? 
Mr. WILLARD. No, sir; the gentlema; 
oem Tennessee proposes to strike out the, 
vars. My reason for making this motion j, 
ae it will put the bill in the form in which | 
think it ought to be, and in which the ge 
wan from Tennessee desires it to be 
The question was taken upon Mr, 
LARD’S amendinent to the amendment: 
it was disagreed to—ayes fourteen, 
counted. 
The question recurred upon Mr. Mayyarp’s 
amendment; and being put, it was disagreed ty 
The Clerk resumed the reading of the bj 
The twelfth section was read, as follows: 
Src.12. That there shall be allowed to the Director 
of the Mint an annual salary of $5,500, and necessary 
traveling expenses in visiting the differe nt wints 
and assay offices; to the superintendents of the mints 
at Philadelphia ‘and San Francisco, each $5,000: ty 
the assayers, melters and refiners, and coiners of 
those mints, eac h $3,500 ; to the engraver of the Min 
at Philadelphia, $3,500; to the supe rintendent ot th 
mint at Carson City, and all other mints now esjab- 
lished, or hereafter to be established, an annual sal- 
and to the assayer, 
melter and refiner, and coiner of such institutions, 
each a salary of not exceeding $3.000, the amount of 
such salaries to be determined by the Secretary of 
the Treasury; to the assistants and clerks ‘uch an- 


} 
Ley. 


‘Lilie. 


Wi- 
aud 
hoes not 


)] 
ail, 


; nual salaries shall be allowed as the Director of the 


| Mint may determine, with the approbation of the 


purpose of calling the attention of the House | 
' to the third section of the bill, which I willask 


the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Src. 3. That the officers of each mint shall be a 
superintendent, an assayer, a melter and refiner, 
and a coiner, ’ i 
engraver, all to be appointed by the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate. 


Mr. MAYNARD. The object of my amend- 
ment is to have the appointment of the head 
of this bureau in the same condition as 
the appointment of the officers provided for 
in that third section. As I have already 
remarked, if there is anything in what is 
called ** reform of the civil service,’’ itis that 
it is desirable to give competent and eflicient 
oflicers permanence in their respective places. 
[ would strike out this provision in the first 
section limiting the term of office to five 
years, which would make the office at the end 
of five years a bone of contention and an 
object of strife. If my amendment be adopted, 
an officer who has proved competent, efficient, 
and faithful, will remain in his office, as is pro- 
vided in reference to these offices included 
inthe third section. That, as 1 understand it, 
is the essence, the quintessence, the marrow, 
the meaning, if there is a meaning, of what 
is called the reform of the civil service. It is 
to prevent the continual terminating of the 
terms of honest and efficient men, and sub- 
stituting others who may not be so efficient. 
I now withdraw my amendment tothe amend- 
ment. 

Mr. WILLARD. I suggest to the gentle- 
man that he move to insert, in place of the 
words which he proposes to strike out, these || 
words, ‘* and shall hold his office during good |, 
behavior,”’ 


and forthe Mint at Philadelphiaan | 





| the other mints. 


Secretary of the Treasury; and tothe workmen sh; 
beallowed such wages,to be determined by thes: iper- 
intendent, as may be customary and reasonab! 
according to their respective stations and oven; 
tions, and approved by the Director of the Mint . 
and the salaries provided for in this section, and tie 
wages of the workinen permanently engaged, sh 
be payable in monthly installments. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Imoveto strike 
out that section. I make the motion not | 
cause I think it ought to be stricken out with- 
out something being substituted for it, but 
because in the short time | have had pe 
it 1 have not been able to prepare such ame 
ments as ought to be offered. Lere isa gen- 
eral and sweeping increase of salaries. "Eos 


instance, the salary of the first officer named in 


| the bill is increased over and above what. the 


Director of the Mint at Philadelphia now gets, 
$1,000 per annum, with a general sweeping, 
roving commission for expenses of travel to 
All the lower oflicers, I be- 
lieve every one with a single exception that I 
have noticed, have a considerable increase in 
their salaries by a sweeping clause, wiich 
takes in all tbe persons attached tothe various 
branch mints, and in a single sentence in- 
creases their salaries. I do not believe the 
House is willing in this general wholesale way, 
in what purports to be merely a codification 
of existing laws, a consolidation of them, to 
raise the salaries of a large number of office: 
scattered all over the country, at the different 
mints and assay offices that have already been 
established. 

| have only had time to run over the leading 
officers and their salaries us compared wih 
the amounts exhibited in the estimates for 
appropriations for the salaries of the sawe 
officers, but in every instance I see a cons sider: 
able increase of salary. If you put up oue 
salary in one department beyond what it has 
been hitherto, unless you have graded it av d 


_ considered it relatively to all other officers of 


the Government of a similar grade, you will 


set every one of them on to have their salaries 
raised. 

For instance, I observe, as I said before, that 
| the person put ‘down here as Director has his 
salary increased $1, 000 a year, together with 
a general roving commission to travel, and to 
have his traveling expenses paid. 


There is 
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es for 
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Ip oue 

has 
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ers of 
yu will 
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e, that 
as his 
r with 
ind to 
ere is 


a sae 


the Philadelphia Mint. a treasnrer who 


: 22 500a year. This bill pnts up the cor- 
eis 3.50 or re lative officer to 85.000. There 
: superinten lent of the mit at a } Iran- 
og who now gets $4,500 ; this bill puts his 
je" ry UD S500. The office ¢ f engraver is a 
new one erent: d by this bill. ‘] here asuperin- 
ter di st ofthe mint at Carson City whose salary 
‘dentally increased $1,000, from $2,500 

tn & S00) 


utleman from 
but this mo- 
no increase 


1. FARNSWORTH. The ge 
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLEY | 
there 


1S 


t d me that was 
laries by this bill. 

fy GARFIELD, of Ohio. have said’tha 
ired with 


ypriahious, 


there 1s 


by thiasection, aS Compt the book of 


which is 
in every Case, sO 


SPR" always 
the law, 
fi as [ have noticed, an ine 
the hammer fell. | 
MI BURCHARD. Before the question ti 


nto 


rease of salury. 


put on triking out this ; ection. | desire to 
: me amendments to aad it. In lire 
‘ J move to strike out ‘five hundred,’’ so 
‘twill read ‘five thousand dollars;’’ in 

line five strike out ** five thousand”? and insert 
jousand five hundred ;’’ in Jinesseven. 

pine, al | twelve, strike out * five hundred,”’ 
und in line fourteen strike out *‘ three thou- 


id five hundred.”’ 
not 


ndinsert ‘*twothousar 
Mi MAY NARD. Why 
ae nément at a time? 
BURCHARD. 
am nded ee | propose, it 


follows: 


prop se one 


ll be 


} 


read as 


If the section sha 
will then 


Phat there shall be allowed to the Director of the 
tan annual salary of $5.000, and necessary trav- 
enses in visiting the different mints and 
iy ofices; to the superintendents of the mints at 
Piiladelphia and San Francisco, each 84,500; to the 
,melters and refiners, and coiners of those 








_each $3,009; to the engraver of the Mint at 

} idelphia, 43.000; to the superinten lent of the 
tat Carson City, and all other mints now estab- 
isted, or hereafter to be established, an annual 
salary of not exceeding $3,000; and to the assayer, 
iY und refiner, nud coiner of such institutions, 
‘ salary of not exceeding $2,500, the amount 





of such salaries to be determined by the Secretary 
th 


» Treasury, Xe. 


“That 


present time, according to 


will leave the salaries as they are at the 

g the book of esti- 
wates referred to by the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. GaRFIELD,] excepting that there is an 
nal officer created, a Sup ae nt of 
the Mintat Philadelphia in place of of a Diree‘or. 
The salary of the Director of the Mint at Phil- 
adelphia now is $4,500. ‘This bill will create 
an additional officer, f the 
Mint at Philadelphia, with a salary of $4,500 
meas tl f the superintendent at San 
tice That increases the exp nditures 
of the Mint by $4,500, and the f the 
Director, even by my amendment, is increased 
$500. Now, it seems to me that is a suflicient 
increase, 


If any objection is made 


adaity 


a Superinten lent of 





{ 4 
Lhe sa 


rat of 


salary o 


to voting upon all 


these amendments together, I will move them 
one by one. J propose to leave the salaries 
as al present, except the increase of the sal: wy 
( e Director by SoV0, As the bill now stands 


poses to raise ihe 
fra mm $3,000 


Of ibe 


salary of 
to $3.500. of 
mint at Carson 
33,500, and of the 


nners, 


the engraver 
the superintendent 
City from $38,000 to 
aussayers, melters and 
aud coiners at Phi ad ‘Iphia and 

Franciseo from S$ 33,0009 to $3. 500. 

Mr. KELLEY. 1 had not had before me 
the book of estimates, but have appealed for 
information to sources the ul ought to have been 
Well informed and reliable. The information 
given me was that the total cost under this 
bill would be at about the rate of the present 
Cost, with the addition of the salary of the 
Director of the Mint, which was a new office, 
and that was in accordance with what I stated. 

If I understood the distinguished gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. GarFieLD] correctly, he said 
that this bill not only proposes to increase the 
pay, but to increase the ofticers, and e specially 


that the engraver of the Mint was a new ofli- 


San 
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cer. Sir, the first mint bill of the coun try pro- 
vided for the office of engraver. 
then not to be found i 
but there was a very eminent sieel and 


at 


| here was 
n the country a die-sinker, 

copper 
muuld be had by the 


bee 


1e @uyraver ot the 


engraver, and his services c 
Government, 

by an officer kni 
The 


oul 


1] 
Lhe dies Have 
wh as tl 


aiways 1 cul 

Mint. 
Mint could not have issued a coin with- 
an engraver or a die-sinker 
consider: atvion to change the name 
cer to that of die-cutter, but peng respec 
to the traditions of the office, it was concluded 
not to do so. 


As for $ 


It Was Il 
of the offi- 


5,000. it will not be too 


iarge aA 


sal: ary for a man charged with the business of 
superintending all the mints and assay ottices 
in the country; and if he is to vive personal 
examination to the mechan id ifie 
de} irtments of t MUSINESS I pel 

ally to see t » the fidelity of the **picks,’’ as 
the y are call ed; in other word | » See 
boat the coins tale nior tests are taken mis¢ 


laneously, and are not picked coin; if he isto 


rive per onal atiention to the var } S ot 
his office, he must at time tra i n ¢ st 
to coast, from or Inint city to another, fr« 
Philadelphia to San lranciseo, to Cat on City, 
and olner poiuts at which thers il minis 

As to the other oflicers, if it be tru tt he 
bill proposes an increase of their salary, | do 
not ask that such pi WISIOn be re ained | 


while the Director of the Mint 
is to become the mere superintendent under a 


do not see that 


directing head, there should be any increa 

of his pay. Had | examined the estimates 
for salaries 1 should have convene «com 
mittee, that we m t have revived our action 


matter in which [ have 


wpon a 


Ih COMMOW Willi ¢ ier genltiemenh on the com 
mittee. - think it would be injud elous to 
redi ce th DAV Oi the propos d ( ef of the 
bureau as set forth in this bill. I shal! resist 
uch ATE lucti Oh, bu t the olhner arneudments 


assent to at once. 
‘The SPEAKER 

tion is on the amendment of t] 

from Illinois, [Mr. Burcnarp, | which 

yrrecedence of the m ion to strike out. 
Mr. MAYNAKD. As an amendment to 

the amendment of the gentleman | 

I move to strike out 


pro tempore. The ques 


e gentiemal 


*S35,000,"" in the seeond 


line of sec 


ion twelve, and insert **34,500."" 
Tne office of Director of the Mint 1 new 
office which we are pow creating—the | | 
if a new burea: In adj gy la f 
thus leer we a] to fi if ons t ( ( 
pond ln Some Geure to the iry of othe 
ent but two ets of b eaus the bit very 
troller of the } the Comptr | 
the Currenc’ Whose annus ilarv is 35.000 
Mo tof the heads of bur 3 rece e ury 
of bu it aa h, 


the officers of uniiar rank in the State, In- 


ternal,and Post Office Departments, receive a 
salarv of but $3,000; and I can see no reason 
why ‘the head of this prope | new burt au 
should be pr d more than we now p to the 


best paid oflicers of corresp ndit g crade in 


other branches ofthe service, whose pay, it will 
be remembered, was fixed in a period of high 
prices, when money had much |e purch ing 
power than at present. It seems to me inop 
portune and in every way oO it of pln to pro 
pose an increase of salary at this time : Lin 
this connection. In order to have an oppor 
tunity to say what I desired to say on thi vint 


l have propos 1 to fix this tals ry at S4.500, 
which, in my 
would not seriously contend against m 

> than that I think we cer 


$5,000. But 
tainly ought not to pav. 


judgment is enough, tho igh | 
iking it 


more 


Mr. DAW kis. | would Ike to inquire of 
the gentlemat from Pennesyvivania ir. Ket 


LEY | whetber, 
of these otheers are incre 


Mr. KELLEY. ‘Thesa Ai 


a5 @NLeS 1oOn ie maries 


sased by this bill ? 


ot toe proposed 
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Director 
there 
Mr. 


of the Mint is not increased, because 
has heretofore been no such office? 
DAWES lhis isa new office? 
Mr. KELLEY. A anew bureau. 
Mr. L) AWES Ih officers take the 
name of ** superintendents,’ l see. 
Mr. KEI Y. Yea, sir. 
Mr. DAWES. Is t r 
above 


new othice, 


other 


salary inereased 


woat they 


receive now when they are 
called ** direetar de 
4T 1” a I | ‘ . 
wr WiGwulrl Sot appears from the pro- 


‘. Che b lt 


Mr. DAWES. lum aware of that I want 


pascertain w if is the ierease, 

Mr. KLLEY Phe met Sev 1| wee! 
tuined by looki gy at the book L ¢ linates 
Inasmuch the eomi erect dthe assur 
ne Loa ti e Wa no crease, | sent to 
the amendmen which propose to fix th { 
rie at th n lard 

Mr. BURCHARD 1 modify my amend 
ment so that i proposition may be voted 
on rid i move, in the tirst plac to 

ri outaint 1d line of section velve 


to fix the salary of 


» OUD INSteRd OL So,000 


l;’’ so as 
Dicactorotthe Mintes 2 


Mr. LIOLMAN, 


the 


ir. Speaker, is tuatamend 


men biect to further amendment? 

lhe SI AKER pro te mpore,. It is. 

vi HOLMAN. L move, then. to strike out 
fS5,0007 andinsert ‘*34,500,"" so as to make 
the salary tl ime as that d by existing 
lnw. lorty-five hundred dollars is the amount 
pad at present to the Director of the Mint, 
who is also the Superintendent of the Mint at 
Pirilad ) \ It vt, be said the duties to 
be performed by this new olhcer will be more 
ré ) Die ¢ { iv ae than those which 
have been performed by the Director of the 
M n We 1) sid dur Ig the whole period ¢ the 


War, ¢ and siuce he 


! | 
Saiary t 


during the whole period 


termination of the war, no higher man 


34.500 to this officer, who, sides being Di 
rector of the Mu in Philadelphia, was also 

per nirencen Ol | Varionu branch mints 
throughout the United States. It is now pro 
posed t ypaythis head of a bureau, who is only 
to discharge t} duty QO! Director of the Mint, 


nald, when 
Director of 


$1,000 more than we bave hithert 


the same oflicer has not ouly been 


the Mint, but superintendent of all the branch 
mints and assay offices thronghout the United 
States. in other word sir, we reduce the 
duties of the oflicer ve largely, while at the 
ame tine we are asked to increase his pay as 
bear ly. 

Now, sir. when the country demands some 


iiss ¢ | service, it. i qu te remark- 


il should be brought forward, 


Ithat, too, at a time when an effort 1s being 
’ ic fo reduce tt expenses ot the Govern- 
men providing not on for new otheers, but 
that the salaries of these new officers, as well 
as of a large number of officers in the various 


the country. shall be increased 
-five percent. 
iving the war. 
alary of the Direct- 
Mint beyond 34,500 failed even at 

Kven then it was deemed an ample 


Inints of 


attherate ¢ {fromtwenty to 


twenty 
over the extravagant rates paid dt 


to mcrease the 


la Vow, by this bib it 18 propo ed to be 
cre: i 35.500, and even the gentleman 
from Jilin {|Mr. Beurenanp,| economical 
as he has been, proposes by his amendment to 


than it 
Ss jOO more than it wasduring 
when the Direet- 
rm besides the daty 


ix the salary ata rate of $500 higher 
is at present, and 
} t, too.,atatime 
or ot tue Mint had to pert 
endenee of the branch mints, 
which. by this bill, this officert 
idertake tO BAY 


agance, al d bth @Y 


Ol general superit 
not called upon 
odischarge. Lut thatin extray 
couragement to profligate 
iti Ot ne publie money, no section 
ever came & e (ongre 
which itis now propos 
So defect 


sequal to the section 
1 to ; 
section im and it 
powers upon the 


trike out 
form. 


conlers such ¢ nary 





£ 


Nee ee rece eT 


a 


vt 
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1 { | 
i i i iO al rT weer 
1 | i usury LD) ‘ ! servi 
i} i ( ( 
‘ i i i s 
na es a ) 
ilter, as we ‘ lito d ind 
Ol pu » 1 1 3 1 i Lut 
such a high he e us > pr l (i 
Lhe injustice du io t n i148 oO i } 
ewery nie! i) \ 1 ' { l y 
tin this way t eV She 
and of demoralization in every Depa meut 
Now, therefore, that we talk so much abi 
reform in the Vil service, le ir attention 
be arrested » this que { wiares in th 
new bill. And with that w i rose simply to 
move that, nview of the Vveu 1c hour, 
the House adjour LL WwW iKe UD 5 
question of Ssuinres tresh on the morrow, so 


Lhat we mayappiy toil our serious allention and 
adopt no scale that will bein the way hereafter 

ihe question be put on the motion of 
Mr. Dawes, that 
it was agreed to; and accordingiy three 
o'clock and forty-five minutes p. m. 
adjourned. 


it House do how } 


the House 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
der t rule, and referred to the appropriate 
enitte 

by M .\MBLER: A petition from 109 cit 
( \ ( Stark C¢ vy. Oho ind 
Al a | ypacco 
| 1 rate of sixteen cents 
\ ! il of Robert C. Badger, of 
) j 1 county, O} praying 
a a solid ot th war of 1812 
\ - 1 ymiotd ) Litten, jr., and 36 
thers, liers, of Jefferson county, Ohio, 
for the passage of acts equalizing boun- 
i swing bounty lands to Union sol 

I l | ng settlement. 
By Mr. BANKS: The memorial of Abraham 
! ell, | | States vice consul at Cape 
Iluytien, in Hayti, in 1869 and 1870, for in- 


femmulcation ior money eXpr nd d by him, 


) obedier to ficial instructions, tor the 
of over three hundred refugees and 
ta d iring the cay ture of the city of 

yee Ilay el nou Wn to $2,485 71. 


By Mr. BECK: The petition of Edward Hol- 


seliman, and a numberof 


turers of tobacco in Louisville, 


Kentucky, praying for a reduction of the tax 


yn plug and twist tobaceo, and a uniform rate 


isses Of tobacco, together 


} ’ ) th ) amps, 
\lso, the petition of Newcomb, Buchanan 
& Co., of Louisville, Kentuekv, praving fora 
‘ . i l mode or collecting the taxes on 
a pp us, W La aU tailed statement ot 


sy Mr. BRAXTON: The petition of James 


3 paymaster’s 


By Mr. COX: The petition of P. Hl. Spel- 
inl Ji Mi IWeon, a id d0) O ] Ts, Ci izens of 
\ \ ( for relief against the land 
\ 
1} M 1) | Lal Ih petiiion of ¢> B 
l i i ‘ Lt ter Stenhen Bb. Brown, 
ae ( 5 i i l i. (i yl I 
| | t inty of ( tland, Ney 
l for the establishment of anew 
t e trom Jtruxto through Chenango 
( ! | yr 4 to l'ay ) 
Ir, KAMES: They mn of the Pro 
] | 1 ! I Say rs and ] ’ ot 1 I 
i d insti ons for vings In 
| a It 1¢ | md ne f pe | of 
i tax Imposed 61 them. 
\lso, tl on of Waldron, Wightman 
wid « rs, of the ¢ y of Providence, 
» speeil nd u rm rate of duty on 
} | : 
iy Mr. GAI LD.of Ohio: The petition 


Harm Minard, of Berlin Centre, Ohio, 


The peti ion of George 
(iso, the petition of Asa Faunce and others, 


tf Belfast, Maine, for the relief of savings in- 


Sargent and others, 
is, Maine, for the improvement of 
Machias river 


by Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts: The 


e on of J. Ingersoll Bowditeh and others, 
for an appropriation fe the relief of the family 
of the late Dr. William T. G. Morton. who 

ynferred upon mankind the invaluable boon 

etherizat and on our country the honor 


if that great discovery. 


Also, the petition of EK. J. Davenport and 


oth of Boston, in relationto French spoli- 
ations. 
By Mr. KERR: The memorial of Samuel 


I. Cooper, for relief against 
sses sustained by them as contractors in the 
Portland canal, under the 
supervision of the bureau of engineers. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of Messrs. 
Nicks & Hoffmann, dealers in tobacco, and 


mprovement of ti e 





January 10. 


Hook. Dutchess 


25 others, of Red 


{ ) . yf i 

New York, praying fora aniform tax emis : 
cents per pound on all descriptions of man, lhe V 
factured tobacco. 

By Mr. McHENRY: A memoy 
that pensions be granted to Mahala | } ( 
Margaret Riley, ot Mecklenburg eoy 
tucky. 

By Mr. MERCUR: The petition o 


Patterson, company Hl, eleven 
Pe ny sylvani LCAY ilry . for in ac am 
records at the War Departm« nt. \] 
By Mr. MORGAN: The petition of Jamo \ 
Donaldson and several hundred other , . 
earnestly protesting against the further 
tion of the public lands by corporat 
praying that such portion of the publ 
not so absorbed may be reserved for th, 
efit of actual settlers. , cs} 
By Mr. PACKARD: The petition of Joh, ns. 0 
HM. Stailey for relief on account of mones 
loaned. 
By Mr. PERCE: A concurrent r 
of the Legislature of Mississippi, asking a Te. 
vision of the grant of land made to the Gulf e wou 
and Ship Island railroad in the year 1856, 
Also, the petition of citizens of Jeff ' 
county, Mississippi, praying the passage of the 
supplement to the civil rights bill. 
Also, the petition of certain citizens of 
sissippi, to refund the cotton tax. 
By Mr. POLAND: The petition of My 
Michelle Auguste, prayiog compensation { 
goods and property taxen by troo; fy as 
United States. 
By Mr. WILLARD: The memoria 
Charles W. Bradbury, of Vergennes, Vern 
praying for legislation respecting [’rench s 
ations. 


NOTICE OF A BILL, 


The following was presented under the 1 
and referred to the Committee on the | 
Office and Post Roads: 

By Mr. FOSTER, of Michigan: A b 


establish a mail route from Evart, Ose 


county, to 'almouth, Missaukie county, int 


State of Michigan. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 10, 1872. 


Prayer by Rev. Samvuet A. Witsoy, of , 
McKendree Chapel, Washington, D strict { 
Columbia. 

The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was 
read and approved. 

Hon. Corneuivs Cour, from the Stat: 


California, appeared in his seat to-day. 


f 


| CHARGES AGAINST SENATOR CLAYTON. 


| The VICE PRESIDENT appointed as the 
select committee under the resolution adopted 
| yesterday to investigate charges against Sen- 
ator Ctayton, Mr. Wricut, Mr. Morar, of L 
Maine, and Mr. Norwoop. tion 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Iepresenta- » be 
tives, by Mr. McPuersoy, its Clerk, announced | me 
that the [louse had passed a bill (H. Rt. No. Othe 
885) to remove the political disabilities of cer [| 
tain citizens of Mississippi, in which the con- M 
currence of the Senate was requested. tion 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. one 


The message also announced that the Speaker +} 
of the House had signed the enrolled bill (H 
tt 


a tei atte 
R. No. 774) to establish post roads, and the ce 
enrolled bill (H. R. No. 777) to esta!lish post the 


roads; and they were thereupon sigi d by the 
Vice President. he 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. and 
Mr. SCOTT. I to = 
make a brief statement with reference 
sentence in the report submitted by me yes 
terday from the joint select Committve on the " 


ask unanimous consent 
to a Co. 








, of the late Insurrectionary States, 
my attention has been called. 
VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 

ia desires to make a personal state 
» the proce -edings of yesterday. 
ipbiec Lion. 


ird 
‘sno 


: 1 
~( t) Re Atlis 


sentence oceurs in that 


nee of the same character was offered, 
r iemen affected by this testimony 
¢ witnesses before the com- 
et or explain the same.”’ 


: : ‘ m La 
in has been called by the Senator 

\rkansas [Mr. Ciaytron] to the fact that 

rhaps anambiguity in this sentence. 
be, | desire to correct 





it by stating 

‘rson referred to as having claimed 

1. the committee was the Sen- 
ben- es Ark ansas who sits farthest fro 

Mr CL. vyTon, | and that upon 

» which he conferred with 

tee on the 


and that the pt 

eneht before 
m me, 
several occa- 
me as chair- 
subject, he not 
commit- 
he could 
form as that 
rulf » would be entitled to an investigation before 


Ney of the commit 
red to be heard 
ressed the wish 


hould 


before tnat 
that if 
in such 


@x 


be put 


PETITIONS 


AND MEMORIALS. 
RESIDENT 


. } 
ed vy one hunare 


presented a peti- 

1 and ninety-seven 
fthe State of Teunessee, praying tor 
re known as **Sumner’s 
which 


bill 
’ ee as oes “17.99 s 
ry Civili guts Vill; Was 
ent a 
lan y women represent 
Ladies’ Union Relief Association of 
’ Cl *New York. Phey set forth that 
= t r laws of the United States, 


pres petition, 


benevolent 


s of soldiers dying in the service 
burial in national cemeteries, and 
that there is no place provided 
ule, ition for the interment of honorably 
Ost 1 Union soldiers, who served and 
the late war for the Union. and 
y ol thos honorably discharged sol 
| »poor that common charity con- 





They et 


unfitness of a dead 


go ; 
hero lying ina 

and they ask Congress to so 

iat all honorably discharged soldiers 


; g 
° 1 es } 
lin the late rebellion shall receive 


vhere aneed exists, at the public 
¢ [ move that this petition be referred to 

Committee on Military Affairs. 

lie moiion was agreed to. 

~~ Mr. CONKLING. I present also a peti 
signed by many citizens of the State of 
e ‘ew York, praying that bounty and also land 
be given to elasses of soldiers and seamen, 
ilarly soldiers, equally meritorious with 
have received bounty, but for whom 
the no provision has been made. I move its refer- 


ted to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
- motion was agreed to. 
CONKLING. I also present the peti- 
n of Charles Hubbs, a citizen of the State 
New York, asking such an amendment in 
ue postal laws as will enable printed matter 
'o be delivered in some cases free of postage. 


ced | 


. | move its reference to the Committee on Post 


NOs Uihees and Post Roads. 

pe (he motion was agreed to. 

- Mr. CONKLING. I present also a peti- 
lion signed by many citizens of Georgia, who 
once were slaves, but now are free, as well by 

ker the Constitution of the United States as by 


H. the constitution of theirown State. They call 


the attention to the fact that they are constitu- 
aa tionally free, and that by the constitution of 
the the Siate of which they are citizens they are 
entitled to this immunity: ‘* No poll-tax shall | 
ve levied except for educational purposes; 
and such tax shall not exceed one dollar 
to annually on each poll.’’ They set forth that 
» & Colored children have no common school in 
eg ‘he State, and that the General Assembly can- 
the nol make one ‘* except at its first ses sion after 


the adoption of this constitution.’”’ They set 


THE CONGRESS 


| 
' 


forth that they are required to pay a poll-tax 
for 1868, 1869, 1870, and 1871, the 
State spans tution ll | paid all 


fays, ** Shall 


whereas 


iadve 





taxes for the year next preceding the elee 
tion,’’ and that they are required to pay this 
cumulative poll-lax a the on ily Cc ‘ond ti mupon 
which they are permitted to vote. ‘lhey sub 
mit that this is in violation of the rights as 
conferred upon them by the Constitution of 
the United States, as well as of the rights to 


which they their 


ongress ti 


are entitled under own State 


and theyask C 
h them 


constitut yn, 
late as to est 
belong to 


»so le vis 


ablisl 
them. 


in the rights which 
| think the appropriate ref 
erence of this petition is to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections, and I move that it 


be sO Ire ferred. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SUMNER. | iorial of 


present a men 

oa ; ; ; 
asking for the repeal of 
replying especially 


merchants of 
the duty on salt, and to a 
memorial presented some time ago by the Sen- 
ator from New York [ Mr. Fenton] from the 
Salt Company of Onondaga, the Ohio 
Salt Company, and the Saginaw and 
Company. I move its ref to 
mittee on Finance 

The motion was ‘agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. T[also present 
passed at a meeting of the executive committee 


of the Woman’s Suffr 


Boston, 


River 
Bay Salt 


srence the Com- 


resolutions 
Association of Penn- 
sylvania, which, being in the nature of a peti 
tion to Congress and duly signed by the presi 
dent and secretary, I tae se come under our 


age 


} 

rule Chev conelude, ** that we do most earn 
estly solicit the Congress of the United States 
at its present session, in conformity with the 


of the last clau 
to take 


express ions 
fif:eenth amendment, 
to enact sur 


to women, ¢ 
the respec 


provi of the 

such measures, 

all immediately 

f the United States, within 

tive States, full and ec ym plete enjoy- 
| 


se 


-h laws as sl 


secure 


itizens oO 


ment of the said right to vote as the said right 
is now secured to all other citizens.’ I move 
the reference of these resolutions to the Com 


mittee on the a 
The moti 


udiciary. 
yn was agreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of col 
ored citizens of Ohio, setting forth the incon- 
venience and prosery tion to which they are 
sub jected, and praying for the passage of t 
supple meolar) civil rights bill; which was 
ordered t » lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Port Royal, Caroline county, Virginia, pray 
ing for the passage of the uppl meutary civil 
rights bill; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Hamilton, New York, praying for the passage 
of the supplementary ci vil rights bill; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 


He also presented a petition of citizens of 


Brooklyn, New York, praying for the passage 
of the supplementary civil rights bill; which 


was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of n f 
the Wilberforce University, at Xen 
praying for the passage of the supplementary 
civil rights bill; which was ordered to 
the table. 

Mr. SUMNER. 


1embers of 


ia, Ono, 
lie Ou 
I also present the memo- 
rial of the oflicers and members of the Nepub- 
lican general of the District of 
Columbia, signed by the president and secre- 
tary, and by twenty-one members represent- 
ing the different districts, urging upon the 
Senate the importance and nece ssity of the 
passage of the supplementary civil rights bill, 
and praying that the wishes and needs of four 
million citizens of the United States may be 
regarded, and the principles of republican 
Government stre ngthened and perpetuated by 


committee 


this act of national justiceand honor. I move 
: 17 
that the memorial lie on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CHANDLER presented a petition of 


citizens of Michigan, praying the passage of an 


IONAL GLOBE. 


| act gran ting to soldiers, 


329 


sailors, and marines 

rved in the late war prior to September 
23, 1568, or to their heirs, a bounty of $100 
hundred and six yac land, and 
z the payment of bounties ; waies was 


Ww ho 


res of 


puUauizin 


re terred Lo the Committ eon Mi t1tal Atha 
Mr. SCOl ' presented a petition of citizens 
of Kellersburg, Armstrong eounty, Pennsyl- 
vanla, praying the passage of an act granting 
to soldiers, sailors, and marines who served in 
the late war prior to September 23, 1863, or 
to their heirs, a bounty ot $100 and one hun 
dred and sixty acres of land, and causing 
equalization in the paymentof bounties; which 


was referred to the Committee 
Affairs. 

Mr. SCOTT. LT also present the memorial 
of Joseph S. Finch & Co., of the « ily of Pitts- 


burg, State of Pennsylvania, praying to be 


on Military 


relieved from sundry taxes assessed upon 
whisky which was destroyed by the falling of 
a warehouse in that city. I move its refer 


ence to the Committee on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SCOTT. In connection with that peti 
ion | ask that a similar petition pre 
he 81st 


sented on 
March last be withdrawn from the 
iles, this covering the whole ground of theiz 
claim, and that being partial and defective. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, that order will be made. Itis made. 

Mr. WEST presented a petition of citizens 

' Louisiana, praying the reéstablishment of 
the United States court for the northern dis 
trict Louisiana; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, presented a 
memorial of the Commonwealth of Kentueky 
relative to its petition for a mandamus from 
the Supreme Court of the United States com 
pelling the Secretary of the Treasury to deliver 
a warrant upon the J’reasurer United 
States for moneys due the State of Kentucky; 
a was referred to the Commiitee on Mili 

A ffairs 

> MO] rR 11.L. of Vermont. 
petition o f Rev. J. D. Beeman, 
of Milton, Chittenden cou 
that bon nly he 


t 
I 


of 


1 
of the 


I present the 
and fifty others, 
nty, Vermont.who ask 


paid to those soldiers who wer 


disabled early 1 i the war, and were ther 

not able to serve long enough to rece 

bounty whatever; and they also ask that one 
hundred and sixty acres of land be given to 
them so that they can d spose of it. they not 
being ina condition, being disabled, to avail 
themselves of the ordinary homestead land 
law an d they also ask that a bounty shall be 
pi aid of $100 to-ali those who enlisted prior to 
the 23d of September, 1863, or their widow 
heirs, or legal representatives, deducting ar 


aan 68 
bounty that 


y 


they may have already 
o ask that a bounty of « 


received. 


They al eht and 


i one 
third dollars a month shall be paid to. the 
soldiers who served during the war, deducting 
any amount of bounty that may have been 


e 
etition be 


A ffairs. 


already received. 1 move that the 
referred to the Committee on Military 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FERRY, of Michigan, presented tl 
tion of S. A. Sutherland and other citizen 
Michigan, praying the passage of an act gran! 
ing to soldiers, sailors, and marines who served 
in the late war prior to September 23, 1863, 
or to their heirs, a bounty of $100, and one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, and equalizing 
the payment of bounties; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. No. 885 ) to remove the 

political disabilities of certain citizens of Mis 
sissippi was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the select Committee on the Removal of 
Political Disabilities. 

REPORTS 

Mr. WILSON, from the 
tary Affairs, to whom was 
No. 293) to authorize 


OF COMMITTEES. 
Committee on M 

d th bill 
oft 


relerrs 


the 


(S, restoration 





. " : 





saree 


= \* 


vthaege lh Cush Phinda lla 


POM in SOR 


A 
: 


George A. Armes to the rank of captain in 
the Army, reported adversely thereon, and 
moved its indefinite postponement; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to whom was referred the 
petition of Alexander Henderson, late consul 
at Londonderry, praying that certain sums of 
money be allowed to him on account of ex- 
penses and losses incurred by him during the 
years of his consulate at Londonderry, asked 
to be discharged from its further consideration, 
and that it be referred to the Comunittee on 
Commerce; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 423) for the relief of Julia A. Sinith, 
reported it without amendment 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 248) to provide for the admission of 
certain evidence, re ported adversely thereon, 
and moved its indefinite postponement ; which 
was agreed to. 





COLLECTION OF CUSTOMS. 
Mr. COANDLER I move the reference 


of the bill 1S. No. 2 
the collection of customs at the various ports 
of entry in the United States, and the disposi- 
tion of fines, p *nallies, and forfeitures incurred 
under the laws relating to customs, and for 
other purposes, to the Committee on Com- 
I see by the indorsement on this bill 
that it was reported from the Committee on 
Finance. I have studied the bill very carefully, 
and | cannot quite understand how il came into 
the hands of the Commitiee on Finance. It 
certainly b longs appropriately to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce; it reters entirely to mat- 
ters within the jurisdictic n of the Committee 
on Commerce. This bill is a very important 
measure; it is @ measure that revolutionizes 
the whole collection system of the Unired 
States, and should receive very careful and 
very crifical examination before it passes. 

Mr. POMEROY. IL suppose a motion of 
that kind may lead to debate, and deprive us 
of the morning hour. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair was 
about to state atthe conclusion of the sentence 
which the Senator from Michigan was just ut- 


‘ 


) to regulate the service in 


merce, 


him. The bill was introduced by the Senator 
from’ New York [ Mr. Fenxrvon] on the 7th of 
March, 1871, at the first session of this Con- 


gress. Onthe 13th of March it was reterred | 


On the 20th of 
December it was reported with amendments, 
and the Senator from New York gave notice 
that on the first day after the holiday recess he 
would ask leave to call it up and explain it. 
This he did on Monday last, and at the con- 
clusion of his remarks on that occasion it was 


to the Committee on Finance. 


made the special order for Tuesday next at one 
It is therefore not now before the 
Senate; but when reached on Tuesday next 
(if it shall then be reached) it will be in order 
to move to refer il toa committee, to lay it on 


0 Ciock, 


the table, or to make such other disposition of | 


it as may be agreeable to the Senate. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Then, as I understand, 
the bill is not now within the control of the 
Senate. I desire to have it examined by the 


Committee on Commerce before it comes up | 


for consideration by the Senate. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It would require 
unanimous consent to take any action on the 
bill now, as ithas already been made by a two- 
thirds vote, or in fact a unanimous vote, the 
special order for Tuesday, the 16th of January, 
at one o'clock. ‘That order was made on Mon- 
day last, It would require unanimous consent 
to take any action on the bill now. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Then I give notice 
that on Tuesday next, when the bill comes up 
for consideration, or at whatever time it does 
come up, I shall move its reference to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


ering the condition of the bill referred to by | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


JAPANESE AT MILITARY ACADEMY. 

Mr. CAMERON. I am directed by the 
Committee on Foreign Relations to report a 
joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
War to admit six Japanese youths to the West 
Point Military Academy; and | will say that 
this resolution is precisely similar to one which 
passed Congress authorizing six young men 
from Japan to’ be received into the Naval 
Academy. There probably can be no objec- 


tion to it, and I ask for its present considera- | 


tion. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


be changed to a bill, as according to the determ- 
ination of the Senate all legislation is to be in 
except in very extraordinary 
his will be regarded as a bill, and will 


the form of bill 

Causes. 

be read 
The bill (S. No. 454) authorizing the Secre- 


tary of War to admit six Japanese youths to | 


the West Point Military Academy was read 
twice, and by unanimous consent considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to authorize the Secretary of War to receive 
for instruction at the Military Academy at 
West. Point, not exceeding six persons, to be 
designated by the Government of the empire 


of Japan, with a proviso that no expense shall || 


thereby accrue to the United States, and that 
the Secretary of War may, in the case of these 
persons, mouify or dispense with any provisions 
of the rules and regulations of the Academy, 


the enforcement of which circumstances may, | 


in his opinion, render unnecessary or unde 
sirable. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
read the third time now if there be no objec 
tion. 

Mr. THURMAN. [have just heard of that 
bill. Has it been reported by any committee? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It was reporied 


5 


to day by the Committee on Foreign Relations, || 


through its chairman. 
Mr. THURMAN. 
is a rather more serious matter than might at 
lirst strike one. Idonotthink the West Point 
Academy is made to be a pay school for the 
education of foreign youths, or for the educa- 
tion of any youths, upon the Government re- 
ceiving pay for their expenses. We cannot 
send our children to West Point to be edu 
cated at our expense; we can only send those 
that the Government authorizes to be sent, 
who are appointed in the mode that the law 
prescribes. I do not know that this school 
should be any more free to foreign nations than 
it is to our own people; and it strikes me that 
unless there is some special reason for it, we 
ought not to undertake the education in the 


military art of the youth of other nations. I | 
may be entirely wrong in this; but I should || 


like to hear, from the able chairman of the 


Cc Sa Forei lars : s 
ommittee on Foreign Relations, some reason 


for this, to me, novel proposition. It may not 


be novel; it may be my ignorance that leads | 


me to suppose it is novel. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
been given? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
ing of the bill cannot be had to-day if any 
Senator objects. Unanimous consent has been 
given thus far, but a single objection will pre 
vent the third reading of the bill to-day. 

Mr. CAMERON. 


in reply to the Senator from Ohio. 


~~ 


of Japan, authority was given hy Congress to 


educate six young men belonging to that nation | 


at the Naval Academy, not for pay exactly, 
though they pay their own expenses, to be sure, 


and the Government has been put to no ex- | 
pense whatever by giving that permission. It 


was supposed that we should be doing a ser- 
vice to ourselves probably more than to the 


|, nation who send these youth here, because we 


| commerce and trade with that distant 
| It was not believed to be on the same 


| sess to a nation and people who are s 


The Chair will | 
suggest that if this measure is to pass it should || ! 
| between vations, and which often do with «, 





in this country in which the military ari 


The bill will be |} republics of South America, to any nation of 


It seems to me that this 


Ilias unanimous consent 


The third read- 


| have but a word to say | 
A year or | 
two ago, on the application of the authorities | 





January 10, 


should send them home not only with the mil; 
tary knowledge they get here, but with a li : 
for our institutions and with a regard for ; 
people, and we hoped thereby to add to , 


Ve 
ur 
Mur 
people, 

; : - pring). 
ple as taking the youth of some European 
nation who might in the early future haye 4 
contest with us. It is an endeavor to dies 
the communication of the knowledge we Dos. 
° triving 
now to give themselves a prominent Position 
among the nations of the earth. Ii is one of 
those courtesies which may well take place 
yreat 
grace take place between individuals. I can 
see no objection to it, and [ believe in comm). 
tee there was no obj ction to it, especially “as 
we have already made the experiment in aliow. 
ing Japanese youth to be received into 
Naval Academy. 

Mr. THURMAN. I have listened with great 
attention, and with the respect which I always 
feel for him, to the suggestions of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, but [ must say that | ¢, 
not feel convinced that this is right. If Jay 


the 


) 


/ anese youth wish to study our institutions or 


our literature, the colleges of the country are 
open to them. If they wish to ac juire military 
knowledge, there are institutions of learning 
taught besides the West Point Military Acad. 
emy. I see no necessity, therefore, for the pur 
pose of cultivating good relations with the 
empire of Japan, that we should open these 
military schools tothem. If courtesy requires 
us to open it to them, the same courtesy re- 
quires us to open it to every other nation with 
which we are on friendly relations — to all the 


Kurope, and to all the other nations of Asia 
that may see fitto send their children here, and 
one of these nations would have just cause of 


} complaint if we should admit these Japanese 


youth and then refuse to admit their youth, 
I do think that it would be of evil example, 
and I do not think it is improved by the fact 
that we have already set one bad example in 


| admitting them into the school at Aunapolis. 


lor these reasons, | shall feel compelled, 
unless something shall be said to change my 
mind, to vote against the biil. 

Mr. MORTON. This is a request made by 
the Government of Japan of the Government 
of the United States. I believe it is a matier 
of sound policy for us to grant this request, 
aud I know of no danger to accrue frém it. It 
is not an example that we shall be bund to 
follow in other cases. Should a request of that 
kind be made by the Government of Great 
Britain, or of Russia, or of France, we should 
be under no obiigation to grant it from the fact 
that we grant this request of Japan. The con- 
dition and character of those nations, and our 
relations to them. are very different from those 
of the people and the Government of Japan. 

It is not necessary to describe what is the 
condition of that people; we know that they 
are trying to break away from the old system 
of exclusion from the world. They have 
recently sent a commission here to study our 
financial system, with a view to its adoption. 
They have recently taken citizens from this 
country to superintend, to some extent, the 
financial operations of their own and to intro- 
duce our system, They are attempting to adopt 
our civilization. And now they ask it asa 
special favor that they shall be allowed to 
educate, at their own expense, at our nation 
Academy six cadets. 

It seems to me that there ought to be no 
hesitation in granting this request; that no 
danger can accrue from it; and that it is @ 
matter of sound policy on our part. ‘I'he pros- 
pect is that the commerce of Japan will be 
chiefly with our country; and while we have 


'lost the commerce with the nations of the 


wast, we can, by proper care and courtesy and 


\\ enterprise upon our part, command the com- 


merce ¢ 
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merce of those nations that lie west of us. 
There are peculiar circumstances connecting 

country with Japan which it is not neces- 
wry to enum erate to-day, but which certainly 
understood by the Senate, which would 


ae a it proper for us as a nation to grant thi 
7 : est on the part of that Government. 

\ - SUMNER. Mr. President, it seems to 
me the r this case is entirely exceptional. What 


» do —_ reference to it “need bein no respect 
recedent for any other case ; certainly for 
pe case ale it does not come precisely within 
onditions of this case. I say it is excep- 


the 

onal, and | am disposed to treat it on that 

ground, | might go further, however, and 
that even if it were less exceptiona ll than 


SHV 


advantageou 
But 


undoubtedly 18, it would be 
vs to make this slight concession. 

«when IT say that the case can in no respect be 
edent, | answer the Senator frem Ohio. 

| undertake to add a single word to what has 
i-eady beensaid. I do not concede that there 
in be any danger, any trouble or embarrass- 
ment from doing as is now proposed. I be- 
eve that in doing so we shall place a great 
nation, equalin population to ourselves, in sull 
creater sympathy with us, and that cannot be 
otherwise than to the benefit of both countries. 

Mr. COLE. It may not be known to all 
Senaters that the Japanese are at the present 

ime endeavoring to obtain instruction for their 
youth in all the classes of schoolsin this coun- 
try. and, I observe, in that of West Point as 
we las in others. [here are now some three 
hundred of the young men of that nation either 
this country or about to 

rer them, and some two hundred and twenty- 

‘have gone but recently to attend se 

the different nations of urope. i can 

ily see that it would be a vast 
s country to afford every facility for edu 
cation to the young men of that country in all 
The commercial relations that 
pringing up between Japan and the United 
Stutes are becoming so prominent, so conspic- 
that it would be bad policy, in my 
sment, to throw even the slightest obstruc 
nin the way. 

The Japanese take an interest in our nation 
and in our institutions above those of any other 
‘country. ‘They have conceived a liking for the 
institutions of America, and are discarding their 
own for the purpose of adopting our liberal 
ystems, both as relatesto dress and the habits 
ol living. Indeed, they have already discarded 
many of their ancient customs for the purpose 
of adopting ours. In a few days from this time, 
about the 10th of next month, there will be 
some forty more arrivals from that country, 
and among them the secretary of foreign re- 
lations of that nation, who is coming 10 this 
country for the purpose, I presume, of obtain- 
ing information ia relation to our institutions. 

lam, therefore, Mr. President, very heartily 
i. favor of the bill that is now pending, and 1 
hope that it may pass. I trust that the Sen- 
ator from Ohio will not insist upon his objec: 
tions to it when he reflects upon the advantage 
that it must be to the nation at large. 

Mr. THURMAN. I will not take up time 
on this bill, although I think itis not an unim- 
portant matter, and I shall speak but a very 
little while in answer to one or two things that 
have be en said. 

[n the first place, in answer to the remark of 
the Senator from Massachusetts, that this in an 
exceptional case, let me ask, why is it an ex- 
ceptional case? I beg him to observe that the 
first precedent that is ever set in any case is 

exceptional. I do not know of anything in 
Whicn the first precedent was not an exception, 
an exception to some general rule that existed 
before. Now, why is this an exce ptional case? 
What makes this any stronger case than an ap- 
plication on the part of the Chinese, or the 
Siamese,or from any one of the Barbary States, 
or from any other nation with which we are in 
friendly relations? 1 can conceive of nothing. 
‘ake our sister republics in South America. 


a} 


( 


nding schools in 
hools 


} 
advantage 


Soiled. 


now. 


THE 


| influences of our 
of opening them to foreign-born youth who are 


|} and them, 


disturbance at the 
| had troubie enough there already. If y: 


i, hold a echool lik 


There is as much room for civilization among 
them asthereisamong the Japanese, andagood 
deal more ina great many of them. What rea- 
son could you give why you would refuse Peru- 
vian youths, or Chilian youths, or Bolivian 
youths, or youths from Venezuela, that would 
not apply equally to the case of Japanese 
youths? I do not know, | cannot see any. 

If it be urged that it is our interest to be on 
friendly Japan, | say so it is; 
but it is equally our interest to be on friendly 


relati nS wil h 


relations with China, ** with all the world, 
and, if I may add the language of a cer- 
tain presidential message, **the rest of man- 


interest to be 
th every) dy, 
to all the nations of the earth. to cul- 
tivate their good will; b 
been understood to mean that we are 
the doors of our military 
foreign nations the 
idea. 

It is intimated here that 
ingrapidly in civilization, 
ing her Mone 
race she may be clas 
tion of America. I 
faith in that; but 
any more the case with her 
nations, 


kkind.’’ It is our 
relations wi 


on friendly 
to be ¢ jually court- 
eous 
ever before 
to open 
' schools and teach 
art of war? ‘That is anew 
Japan i 

and that she 
civilization, or 
sed with, for 
have not 


progress- 
siseh ing: 
whatever 
the eiviliza- 
any very great 
were so, 1s that 
than with other 
who are striving to 
attain a highere And what 
can be given therefor if we are to turn out as 
civilizers of the world, and civilizers by teach 
ing the art ‘of war, forsooth, t 
that may be turned 
ean be given why. 


olan 


suppose it 


semi-barbarous, 


ivilization ? reason 


aching an ari 
against us?) What reason 
apan is an exceptional ca 

] ean see none atall. 

thousand , of yout] 
parents would be extremely 


ted at the Military 


i repeat, sir, there are 
of Ameri 
= ty have them eduea 
Academy, and who would pay every dollar of 
ae. expense: thousands of then who wenld 
e glad to be educated there to become soldiers 
of the Republic, and to fight under its 
and not one of them ean get in there. And 
now, whileour own youth have the doors of that 
institution thus shut in their faces, I, 
am not in favorof opening 


‘a whos: 


{ 
t 
1 
ty 
banne 


A 


for one, 
them underthe idea 


| that we must do this to cultivate friendly rela- 


tions with Japan, or to extend the civilizing 
institutions. Lam notin favor 
to those who are 
in a war between us 
bound to that very 
knowledge and skill which we had taught them 
against ourselves. [donot think this billought 


not citizens of 
foreigners, 


COMUNETY, 
to ae wh ), 
would be 


use 


| to pass. 


There is another thing that is suggested to 
me by a friend on my right that pertains to the 
details of the bill. [ understand that the bill 
provides for some different kind of regulations 
for these people than for the other cadets at 
large. I did notattend ssa pa to theread- 
ing ofthe bill. if thatis so, I beg 
gest to my worthy friend who reported this bill 
whether he will not create great trouble and 
Academy. I think we have 


-nve to sug- 


yu pur 
sne this course, 
of aprophetir 
long the fate of 


| do not think it requires much 
‘knowledge to foresee that. before 
that institution will be sealed, 
and the wholething will be abolished. donot 
think the people of America will see the doors 
of that institulionshaton their own children, to 
be opened to foreign-born youth, and let that 
institution stand. [am a friend of 
West Point, and always have been, and | do 
not want to see it stricken to the ground. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President, 
opposed to this bill in toto. I think it isa bad 
precedent, and that it ought not to be passed 
under any circumstances; buat if the bill is to 


Now, sir, 


I am 


be passed, | submit that that provision which 
authorizes the Seeretary ef War to vary the 
regulations of the Academy for the aecommo- 


dation of these foreigners ought to be stricken 
out. Now, itt is well kn that in order to 


e West Point under discipline, 


»wri 


JONGRESSION AL GLOBE. dol 


to have anything like patient submission to 
proper authority, all must be on a footing. 
The son of the rich man and the son of the poor 
man meet at West Point on a common level, 
and that is the great charm and benefit of that 
institution. But by this bill we are to have a 
sort of for 


‘ign aristocracy established inside 
that school. They pay their way, and they 
must therefore be indulged; the rules and 


regulations of war are not to apply to them. 
Are they to have a 
Mr. NYE. 


separate table? 


Will the Senator allow me to 


interrupt him? 
Mr. CARPENTER. Certainly. 
Mr. NY. IT suppose that that provision 


the rules and regulations for 
for instance, that they shall not 
be required to take the oath of alls 
Mr. ¢ .PENTER. Will the 
read that portion of the bill? 
The Chiet Clerk rea 


sim} ly reters to 
a lin ission, as, 
a1 mice 

si cretary 


das follows: 


And pr led further, That the Seeretary of War 
may, in the ense ol the said en mas, modify or di 
pense with any provistons of the rules and reguina 
tionsof the said Academy the enforcement of which 


circumstances may, in lis opinion, render unneces 


sary or undesirable. 

Mr. CARPENTER. What he is to abolish 
or vary are the rules and regulations of the 
Academy. vot the rules for admission, 

Mr. NYE. One of the rules and regulations 
of the Academy is that young men shall pass a 
certs they are admitted. 
hat rule would be waived, I suppose. 

Mr. CARPENTER. 

Mr. NYE. Another rule is that 
tuke thof allegiance tothis 
rule would of waived. 
those would be the only waivers that it would 
he neces ary tO de ke lhey would 
obey the rules of diseipline of th 
the 3e 
to « . 

Mr. CARPENTER. If 
tends to providet 
ted without exar 
OALh O 
the difficulty ;: 
tainly authori: 
Honsapplicablet »these forei 
would create a easte, would create 
and would be certain to make tir 
heart-burning in the corps of eadets. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. J understand 
the resolution to pr vide that the Seere tary of 
War is to regulate 


un examinatl ym when 


Then say so. 

. — 
they shall 
country. ‘That 


Probably 


anea 


course be 


have to 
echool: but 
things it would be impossible for them 
the bill m 


hat these men shall b 


erely in- 

admit- 
d without taking the 
let itsay so; 


ina ion an 
that wi Sera e 
but the pr avision of the bill e 


fallegiance, 


es a totally new set of regula 
That 
a (l Visi ni, 
mble and 


rr students 


these regulations, and to re 
lieve them so far as 
requires. 


in his judgment the case 
Inasmuch as this Academy is ina 
great measure under the regulation and diree 
tion of the War Depart I think it safe for 
the Senate to th il dinéretion ith the 
Secretary of War 

Mr. CARPENTER. If my friend will allow 
me to interrupt him for a the obj 
tion 18 not that the Se crerary of War is author- 
ized to make regulations forthat Academy: he 
is authboriz “l to do that now: but the re yu'a- 
tions which he 
alike. Phe objeet ion is 
make d fle: 
system of regulation and another to another 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. That is what I 
understood the oly ection tobe; but my answer 
ix, that the Seeretary of War will see to it that 
rules and regulations are not 


ment 
leave 


moment 


makes ap ply to eve ry cadet 
to authorizing hit to 
ses and s1 ibject one 


eut clas to one 


4} 
those relieved 


reference to these youth In any manner so as 
to interfere with the character and discipline 
of ihe institunon. He would relieve those 
regulations so far as the examination, as the 
oath of allegiance or other re 
concerned. I do not think 
anything by leaving that d 


Secret ary of War. 


Now, 


‘ligious tests, are 


imperil 
i 


with the 


tbat we 
weretion 


as to the propriety of this bill, e Sen- 


ator from Ohio is certainly correct that it is 
not a matter of right in any sense that these 
youths should be admitted there; but here 18 


a nation which stands out before the world in 
a most peculiar attitude. This nation has very 
properly been called the Yankee nation of the 
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Ki ast. She is sending here to learn our system 
of agri¢ ture, our system of laws. A book 
seller to id me that he was const: antly expor! ing 
to Janan the laws of this country. We have 
Hw dw ed these youth to our Naval 
Acad y, and as a matter of national court- 
eey, witha view of extending our republican 
patil 8, it seems to me that it is proper 
that they should have the facility of becoming 
acquainted with all the institutions of our 


Mr. CARPENTER. I move to amend the 
bill by inserting afier the words “‘rules and 
ons of the A 
to admission 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, 

‘and nee tests.”’ 

Mr. CARPENTER There is no religious 
teet in that Academ hey certainly should 
not be allowed to loaf on Sunday and have a 
the cadets are 


words ‘‘as 


. *9 ' 
reguia ademy tne 


I would suggest 


good time while the rest oft 
worshipit 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The 


will read the pro asit will stand if an 


Secretary 
vended. 
follow = 


eretary of War 


The Chiet Clerk read a 


An {pro ided urther, Ch it the Se 
may, in the case of the said persons, modify or dis- 
pense wah any provisions of the rules and regula- 
ti if the said Academy, as to admission, the en- 
namie nt of which circumstances may, in his opin- 
ion, render unnecessary or undesirable, 


Mr. CAMERON, I 


accept the amendment. 


Mr. MOK ‘ON N. I sugvest to the chairman 
that this amendment may lead to an embar- 
rassment lhere are a preat many regulations 


upplicableto Amer 
that might not be applic able to 
if entoreed 
' 
vent their 


nolapplyingt yadmission, 


these Japanese youths, and which, 


‘ 


as to them, would subs uitially pr 
entering the institution or remaining there. It 
should be left to the 


regul sions in 


» theretore, i 


Secre tary ol Wat 


seems to me 


to alter the 


recard toany matter which would enable those 
youtns to go there and take part in the exer 
cises oO e Academy, not simply in regard to 
ndmission 


At dl now upon the ) int of r quiring t em 


to attend church, they have a d {ferent eystem 
if religion; they do not accept Christianity ; 
and if we propose to do an act of national 
courtesy it might not exactly comport with it 
to requ them to attend the services of a 
Chir an eburch (hat matter, however, is 
perha isc ble ot argument on both sides. 
Phe point that | make is this, that there are 


many regulations which might not properly be 


applicable to them, and which the Secret ry 
of War should have the discretion to dispense 
with as to them Cherefore | am in favor of 
leaving it with the Secretary of War, as pro- 
vided in e@ oO! nal resoluuon. 


Phe VICE PRESIDENT. This being a bill 
reported by the Senator from Pennsylvania 
», he cannot technically accept 
and as the Senator trom In- 
being accepted, it will be 
regarded as pending, and the question is on 
agreeing to it. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Attending service on 
the Sabbath at West Point is a part of the 
military discipline of that school. It is one 
of the tor enforcing good order, clean- 
liness, and regularity of habit Now, if these 
men are | and are not to have the 
benefit of our imperiect religion, then cer- 
tainly they should have a chaplain of their 
own; but that men shall be there and 
shall be relieved from any sort of observance 
of Sunday, and shall have no religious instrue- 
tion either in their theory or ours, I am op- 
posed to. 

Now, sir, of 


rom acomunpitlee 


the amendment, 


dana objects to its 


neans 


o go there 


these 


the cadets that go to West 
Point some ure members of the Catholic 
church, some are Me‘hodisis, some Presby- 
terians, some belong tono church at all. The 
rule of discipline requires that all of them shall 
attend in chapel a be marched there once 
on the Sabbath. If these men cannot con- 
form to that rule, they should not be in that 
institution. Nobody is bound to believe any 


{ 


iT 


more than he pleases. They are simply re- 
quired to be present at that service, and with- 
out regard to a man’s religious belief or what 
church he may belong to. Our own children 
are all subjected to that regulation, and it is 
an entirely proper one as a mere military 
regulation. 

Mr. SAWYER I should like to ask a ques- 
tion for information, and that is whether the 
Japanese Government, directly or indirectly, 
have made any request for this? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes. 

Mr. SAWYER. Inwhat way? I should like 
to have the chairman of the committee state. 

Mr. CAMERON. I will answer the Sena- 
tor. The request has been made to the State 
Department by the Japanese minister now res- 
ident here. 

Mr. THURMAN. The chairman of the com- 
mittee states that a request of this sort has 
been made by the Japanese minister. That 


may have been a request made at the instance | 


of his Government, or it may have been at the 
instance of some Japanese youth. 
Mr. CAMERON. I think we may take for 


granted that if an application is made by the | 


minister it comes from the emperor, his mas: 
ter. This application came in the regular course 
to the State Department. 

Mr. MORTON. Itpurports to bein the name 
of his Government. 

Mr. CAMERON. Yes, in the name of his 
Government, and there is no doubt about it at 
all. I have no special objection to the amend 
ment, but | should rather have the resolution 
as it has been drawn up and presented here 
[ have no objection to making these people go 
to church. think everybody who goes to 
school ought to conform to the regulations; 
and | have no doubt they ~~ be compelled 
ave the school; but I think you 
are only incumbering the bill when you add 
to it anything more than is already there. Ln 
order to have it pass without wasting time I 
was willing to take the amendment as it was 
ollered ; but as it turns out that I cannot accept 
it, | shall vote against the amendment, and | 
beg to express the hope that the Senate will 
pass the bill as it came here or defeat it. 

Mr. NYE. Mr. President—— 

The VICK 
hour has expired. There isno unfivished busi- 
ness of yesterday or special order for to-day, 


oO do 50 or le 


and therefore the Calendar is now before the 


oenate, 

Mr. CAMERON. I hope we shall finish 
this matter while we are about it. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania asks that the Calendar be 
passed over informally until this bill be dis- 
posed of, subject to a demand for the regu- 
lar order. Is there objection to that proposi- 
tion? The Chair hears none. The Senator 
from Nevada will proceed. 

Mr. NYE. I simply say that it is a matter 
of public notoriety tuat the ship containing the 
gentiemen for whom this favoris asked is now 
on its way and will arrive to-day or to-morrow, 
probably, in San Francisco. This isnotasked 
as aright, but simply as a courtesy, and now 
if we are going to extend it atall, levus extend 
itin such a way as not to be offensive to the 
Government who ask it or to those for whom 
itisasked. Iam perfectly willing to leave it 
to the Secretary of War, on consultation with 
the Japanese minister, and with these appli 
cants, if need be, to arrange that affair so as 
to make it entirely compatible with their own 
tastes, and 1 do not believe that it will fora 
moment disturb at all the harmony of that insti- 
tution. 

Sir, a word about going to church. I sup- 
pose it would be thought rather hard if six 
young men of our country should go to Japan 
and be obliged to attend Buddhist worship, and 
be supposed to become Buddhists because they 
went there. No, sir; Il would rather reserve 


| the question of religious worship and religion 


PRESIDENT. The morning | 
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young men consult theirs. I believe jn that 
way the courtesy granted will be such as 
nation asking it will appreciate. ‘The attempt 
to act as if we regarded them as dango, e 
our institutions will be offensive to they 
hardly courteous on our part. 

I hope, therefore, that the bill will pass ;, 
that spirit of kindness and friendliness {; Es 
which the request arose. I look forward 
this courtesy as being of infinite value to ys " 
a national point of view. We are Opening yy 
to-day a commerce with two or three hundre, 
million of people which promises to be to ys 


the 


ro is Lo 


O 


4 


° ° : a 
most interesting and important trade, |} Lope 
therefore, that this courtesy will be e x ended 


in this way and in a spirit of liberality that y 
strengthen us and our race with the open 
commerce of that, to us, almost new ana 
Mr. WILSON. I ask the Senator fron 
Rhode Island, who is a member of the (Co) 


Ul 


| mittee on Naval Affairs, [ Mr. icemans | 


any modifications have been made in the reg 
ulations at Annapolis for the admission of 
Japanese.- Ifso, I suppose we shall have to 
make similar changes in the regulations of the 
Military Academy ; but | should like to know 
whether the Senator is aware of the fact tha 
changes have been made there or not. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Iam not able to answer 
the question which my friend from Massychu 
setts proposes to me. I do not think this 
question ever came before the commiitee 
which [am a member for consideration: [ 
not see the chairman present. Ido not think 
however, any changes were found necessary 
there, and I do not think any changes wii] 
found necessary at West Point. It seems to 
me that when this young nation, if we may so 
cal] it, that is just advancing in civilization 
comes forward with a request hie this, it is 
unveighburly for us to refuse it or to clog 
with any olfensive conditions. 
Senator from Nevada has said, that it is < 
very great importance to us to have the good 
will of this most interesiing people. I hope 
the bill will pass as it came trom the Comm 


| think, aS th 


| tee on Foreign Re ‘lati MS. 
The VICK PRESIDE? The question is 
on the amendment of the aaa rv irom W 
| CONSIN, 


Mr. CARPENTER. 


I ask for the yeas anu 


nays. 


‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. THURMAN. Let the amendme 
read. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The amend 


| ment will again be reported, 


The Chief C} erk read theamendment, wh 
was, afterthe word *‘ Academy,’ in the secoud 
proviso of the bill, to insert the words ** us to 
admission thereto ;’’ so as to make 
read : 

And provided further, That the Secretary of War 
may, in the case of the said persons, wmodity ord 
pepse with any provisions of the rules and recu 


] , 
iil PLrovisv 
i 


| tions of the said Academy. as to admission there 


the enforcement of which circumstances may, iu bis 


| opinion, render unnecessary or undesirabl 


The question being taken by yeas and nay 
resulted—yeas 20, nays 18; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Carpenter, Chandler, Coniling, 
Cooper, Davis of Kentucky, Davis of West Virgiula 
Fenton, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamilton of ‘Le 
Logan, Norwood, Osborn, Pomeroy, Sauls Sa ah 
yer, Stevenson, Siockton, Thurman, Vickers, and 
W est—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Brownlow, on ron, 
Cole, Ferry of Michigan, Frelinguuysen, Hitchcock, 
Morrill of V ermont, Morton, Nye, Patterson, Re ! 
sey, Rice, Schurz, Scott, Spencer, Sumner, and 
Wilson—l8. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Ames, Bayard, Blair, 
Boreman, Buckingham, Caldwell, Casserly, Clayton. 
Corbett, Cragin, Edmunds, Ferry of Connecticut, 
Flanagan, Gilbert, Hamlin, Harlan, Hiil, Howe, 
Johnston, Kellogg, Kelly, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, 
Pool, Pratt, Robertson, Sherman, Sprague, Stewar 


Tipton, Trumbull, Windom, and Wright—31. 


itself to ev ery man’s conscience, and let these li 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The third read 
ing of the bill—— 

Mr. VICKERS. 


That this matter may be 


more fully considered, I object to the third 
reading of the bill to day. 


rete 








nird 


Tbe VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Maryland objects to the third reading of the 
i) and as it requires unanimous consent for 
a | reading to-day, it will go over 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 
Wr POMEROY. Aswe 


? have not hes n able 


i . 1 . 

‘ . te the morning business, I ask that 
weoeeed bY Unanimous consent with the 
t ol Le bills. 


‘ PRESIDENT. If there be no 
the Chair will receive regular routine 
The call has now reached 
vl “en mn of bills. ‘he Chair hears no 
the Chair will entertain requests 

‘ } j r due e bil ls. 
WILSON asked, and by unanimous con 
cont obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No 
establish a system of deposits, to pre- 


DUSINESS. 


ertion, and elevate the conditi yn of the 


1 file of the Army; wh ich was read 

twice byits title, referred to the Committee on 
rv Affairs, and ordered to be printe id, 

lie also asked, and by unanimous consent 

.d, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


issue of clothing to cer- 

tain enlisted men of company B, fourteenth 

nt of infantry; which was read twice 

le, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
ary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. POMEROY. I present a bill that has 

n prepared with a view of meeting the 

mmendation of the General Land Office 

| of the Secretary of the Interior, in refer- 

consolidating the systems of 

ing upon public lands. The one system 

stead law of 1862, and the 

er is under the preémption law of 1841. 

is bill has been dratted with a view of meet 

recommendation to consolidate those 


}4 authorizing the 


two 


t ‘ ) 


( the home 


two different systems of entry into one. It 
repeals the two former laws, and the design 
it is to substitute this in place of the pres- 


ent law, 
By unanimous consent, leave was grant dto 
duce a bill (S. No. 450) to secure home- 
ls to actual settlers on the public domain ; 
dit was read twice by its title, referred to 

»Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed, 

Mr. FENTON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
S. No. 451) for the relief of Jefferson W. 
Davis: 


which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. OSBORN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introducea bill (S. No. 
152) extending the limits of the United States 

irt for the southern district of Florida; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
Me eed ed. 

. DAVIS, of West Virginia, asked, 
by unanimous consent obtained, 
troduce a bill (S. No. 453) to facilitate internal 
commerce; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. [I wish to 
explain that this biil is for the purpose of 

ie iting the sidbaective engineers of the 
U1 ed St: ates into a gener: al corporation to 
protec theirinterests. As there may be some 
question of power involved in this case, [ wish 
to a the bill referred to the Committee on 
the Judici: iry, but for myself I believe that it 
is right and just and ought to pass. ‘There are 
a very large number of men in the United 
States engaged on railroads whom it would 
benefit. I move that the bill be printed, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judici lary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


and 
leave to in- 


Mr. NYE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introdues a bill (8. No. 455) 
0 umend an act entitled ** An act to authorize 
protection to be given to citizens of the United 
States who may discover deposits of guano,”’ 
approved August 18, 1856; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


THE CONGRESS 


NAVY 
Mr. ANTHONY. 


‘ec 
o.ution: 


REPORT. 
I offer th 


» following res- 
el iOwing re 


Resolved ? he Senate, 1e House of Represen 
atives concurring. That there be pri ed for the 
use of the Navy Department twenty-five hundred 

pies of the last annual report of the Secretary of 

avy, with such of the additional documents a 
the ecretury luay ect 


l has been considered by the Comm tte¢ 


on Printing, anda similar resolution wa pa ( 
by the 


| 
Senate fi ie printing of two thousand 


copies. ‘l’his provides for five hundred addi- 
tional copies, and it has been found necessary 
to make it a concurrent instead of a Senate 
resolution. I ask for its present considera- 


fion, 
by unanimous consent, the resolution 
considered, and agre 
Mr. ANTHONY. 


ate resolution 


was 


Now I ask that the Sen- 
to the same effect, which was 
passed before the recess. be rescinded. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. If there is no 
objection that order will be made, and the 
House of Representative s; informed thereof. 
The Chair hears no and it is so 
ordered. 


ol i¢ ( tion, 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


Mr. CARPENTER. J ask for an 
auth ri izing the 
Keziah 


sion. 


order 
withdrawal of the papers of 
Lloburt. which were filed ior a pen 
The applicant has died, so that there 
is no interest pecuniarily connected with the 
matter; but there are family papers 
which the family desire to have withdrawn fo 
the purpose of keeping them, 
Leave was granted. 


some 


On motion of Mr. RPENTER, it was 

Ordered, Thi: Ambrose Morrison have leave to 
withdraw from "ihe files of the Senate his memorial 
and paper 


On motion of Mr. BROWNLOW, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial and papers of the 
Winchester and Alabama Railroad Company be 
taken from the files of the Senate and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, 
it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the 
Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, No. 111, Har- 
per’s Ferry, West Virginia, be taken from the files 
of the Senate and reterred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


claim of Charity 


CONTESTED LAND CASES. 
Mr. WRIGHT submitted the fol! 


lution; which was considered 
consent, ana agreed to: 

Resolved, it the Committee on Public Lands be 
instructed to nae ire what furthe r legislation, if any, 
is necessary to give land officers the power to compel 
the attendance of witnesses in contested or other 
cases, and whether it would be advisable to give 
power to United States commissioners to hear and 
determine cases of contest; and that they report by 
bill or otherwise. 


wing reso- 
by unanimous 





LAND ENTRIES 
Mr. WRIGHT also submitt 


resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publi 
instructed to in juire into the expediency of provid- 
ing by law thatin all cases where a preémption or 
homestead entry or claim is set aside by the decision 
of the Commissi 


ed the following 


ic Lands be 


er of the General Lani Oflice, the 
contestants shall, by notice from the lo al land office, 
have ten or more days within whi h to again make 
proof or assert their claims, before the sameshall be 
subject to entry by other persons; and that they 
report by bill or otherwise. 

OWLO RIVER AND MOBILE RAILWAY. 

Mr. LOGAN sul 
lution; which 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Interior be 
requested to intorm the Senate if the line of railway 
from the mouth of the Ohio river to the city ot Mo 
bile has been completed, as contemplated by the act 


ymitted the foll 
red by unanimous 


wing reso- 


Was ¢ onside 


‘ 





ess of 1850, 4 iting lands in the Siates of 
piand Alabamain aid of the construction 
of Ba id line of railway; and if not, what portions 


remmains unfinished, and what steps, if any, have 
been taken to secure the completion of said railway. 


CHICAGO FIRE. 
Mr. LOGAN. Ide 
understand 


sire to give notice, as I 


to-morrow will be occupied with 
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another matter, that if IT ean obtain the floor 
on Friday I shall move to take up Senate bill 
No. 364 


. legalizing the issue of food, 
‘ 


1 . 
ve., to the iff 


er ets, 

, forthe 
purpose of pre sefiting my views to 1 Senate 
in reference to it y 


rers by fire at Chica 


POWRBR OF APPOINTMENT. 
Mr. CARPENTER. I ask ke 
solution, to be laid on the 
an early day I shall: 
te to proceed to its consideration, for the 
irpose of submi 


ave to offer a 
FF | le, ntl a | rive 
} ll. 


} ‘ } 
that at 


notece < the Sen- 
tting some remarks on the 
il delusion called ** ci i scrvice 
transferring the patronage oft the 
from the oflicers in whom the 
Constitution vests it to a board 

masters to sit Washington. 
Che resolution was read, ¢ 
Whereas the Constitution of the United States re 
quires the President to nominate, and by and with 
i sent of the Senate to appoint, all 


recent politi 
reform,’’ by 
Governme t 


} ? 
scuool 


the advice and cor 
officers of the United States whoseappointments are 
notin said Constitution otherwise provided for, and 
which shall be established by law, subject to the 
power of Congress by lawto vest the appointment 
of su h inferior officers as they may think properin 
the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the 
heads of Departments: Therefore, 


“‘Resol ed, That any ‘ifaw rregulation which is cde 


signed to relieve the President, and in the cases 
pertaining to them the courts of law or heads of 
D partments, of the full responsibility of such nom- 
inations or appointments, isin violation of the Con 
stitution. 


SOLDIERS DISCITARGES 
Mr. WILSON. I move to take up for con 
sideration the bill (S. No 
retention of oldier 
wrents and attorneys 


The mot agreed to: and the Senate 


309) to prohibit the 
discharges by claim 
10m Was ¢ 
as in Commiitee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider the bill. It provicle s that any claim 
agent, attorney, or other person eng 
the collection of claims for pay, bounty, pea 
sion, or Other allowances for any soldier, 
marine, or for any commissioned 
oflicer of the military or naval forces, who 
shall improperly retain or refuse to deliver 
the discharge papers of any such soldier, sailor, 
or marine, or 


aged in 


sailor, or 


commissioned officer, shall be 

deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, 

upon convi tion, be punished by fine not ex 
ir by imprisonment not exceed 

ing six snitttii or both, at the d 

the court, and shall thereafter be debarred 

from prosecuting any such claim in any 


ceeding $500, 


isecretion of 


exec 
utive department of the Government. 
The bill was reported 
Military Affairs with an amendment, which 
was, after the words ‘‘ naval forees,’’ in lin 
six, to insert the words ‘tor who may ha 
been a soldier, sailor, r officer of the 
regular or volunteer army forces. 
Che amendment was 


by the Committee on 


marine, ( 


'? 
acre? ad 1o. 


The bill was reported to the Senateas amend 
ed; and the amendment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

LAND AT SAG HARBOR, 

Mr. WILSON. [now move to take up Senate 
bill No. r for the sale land be 
longing to the United States situated at Sag 
Harbor, Suffolk county, in the State of New 
York. 

The motion 
as in Committee 
consider the bill. 
of War to sell, 


68, providin 


and the Senat« 
of the Whole, proceeded to 

It authorizes the Secretary 
at such time and in such man 
he may deem most 
interests of the Government, a certain pie ce 
of land in the village of Sag Harbor. Suffolk 
county, State of New York, containing one 
hundred square feet, as conveyed to the Uni 
ted States by deed from Heury P. Dering and 


vas agreed to; 


ner as advantageous to the 


Anna, his wife, bearing dare the llth day ot 
November, 1811. on which land \ erected a 
powder house for aot use Ol a battery oO! artil 


lery stationed at Sa 
of 1812 and 1814; 

from the sale, aiter 
penses, are to be paid into the Treasury of 


y Harbor during the wai 
that the proceed 
paying the attendant ex- 


ariaine 
arising 








pot 


Ft | 
hy 
| 
| 


ee ee 


the United States in the same manner as the 


procs from the sale of othe e public lands. 
be bill was report lto the Senate without 
am ment, order Lto be engrossed for athird 
reading, read the third tume, and passed. 
NUMENT AT PITTSFIELD. 

Nir \\ ILSON, | now move to tuke up 
Tle } it re lution No. 56, donating Cel 
tain ¢ lemmned cannon for a soldiers’ monu- 
men 

lhe motion was agres d to; and the Senate, 

, i] ] 
n in Committte of the Whole. pre ceed d to 
consider the joint re solution. lt authorizes 


if the same can be done 


without detmment to the Government, to issue 


the Secretary of War, 





nnd deliver six condemned cannon and twenty- 
four cannon balls to the corporate authorities 
at the Pittsfield, 


the purpose of rin the er 


\ ’ 
town ol Massachusetts, for 
ction Of a sol 


diers’ monument at that place. 


‘The joint resol Wien was rey orted to the 
Senate with tumerdment, ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed, 

MILITARY ERVICE, 

Mr. WILSON. I now move to take up 

‘ e bill Ne 3, to authorize the discon 


tinnance of ceriain grades in the military 


agreed to; and the Senate, 


as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
om ler the } 

I) provides in the first section that the extra 
] enutenant i «6the artille ry, cavalry, and 1h 


funtry regiments, autl 
*An act to inerease at d {ix the military peace 


‘ abli lin ent ot the { riite d State Pid 


appro ed 


July 28, 1866, and now serving as regimental 


niujpulanis at d quarterinasters, hall be assizned 
to regimental vacancies as they occur in those 
grades; 
tenant 


and thereafter the grade of extra lieu 
shall be discontinued, and vacancies 
occurring in that grade sha l not. be filled. 
Section two | rovides that the grades of com 
pany artifices wavgoner shall be 
abolished, and the duties pertaining thereto 
performe d by enlisted men detailed for extra- 
duty service and employed under direction of 


and company 


the quartermaster’s department. The grade 


r sergeant for companies of 


o! quartermiast 
artiilery, Cur 
thereto 
The enlisted 
ing in the several grades hereby abol 
ished are to be discharged unless they shall 
elect to remain in service in such other non- 
commissioned grades as may now or hereafter 
be available for the ir assignment. 

It is provided in the third section that, in 
lieu of the vete 


abolished, and the duties pertaining 
performed by the first sergeant. 
men sery 


inary surgeons now authorized 
by law, there shall hereatter be two veterinary 
each regiment of cavalry, at a 
tion ¢f $100 each per month, 


surgeons to 
compen 
Section four provides that any enlisted man 
the Army may deposit his savirgs, iu sums 
of not less than five dollars, with any Army 
payinaster, who shall furnish him withach ex 
book, in which shall be entered the namecf 
the puymaster and of the soldier, and the 
umount, dae, and place of such dep sit. The 
money so deposited shall be ac i 
the say manner 


0 


r 
, 


‘counted f r in 
as other pubiic funds, and 
shall neat be ulject to fort iture by sent nee 
of court warual or otherwise, nor permitted 
to be drawn until final payment on discharge, 
or to the heirs of u deceased soldier. 

S: ection five provides that the age at which 
music beys may be enlisted shall ereafier be 
not less tran twelve vears, but no other reeruit 
shalt be enl sted under the age of twenty-one 
ve ars. to be de ermine j by his own ¢ ath, which 
oath shall in all cases be conclusive, and suf: 
ficient cuuse for rejection of applications for 
discharge on the ground of minority. 

Lhe Commirtee on Miliary Affairs reported | 
an amendment, to add the following words at | 
the end of section four: 


And for all such money so deposited with pay 
masters, they shall be, and hereby are made, respons- 


ed by the act entitled ! 


ilrv, and infantry are also to be | 
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ible to the depositors upon their official bonds to 
Inited Scates Government for its faithful cus- 
nnd repayment. 

Mr. WILSON, | propose to strike out the 
entire fourth j 
morning a bill which is very well drawn and 
his point, which bas rec ived 
the sanction of eminent ofhieers in the pay de- 
partment, 
this ertire section, and passthe bil withont it 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator trom 
Massachusetts moves to strike out the fourth 
section. and ifthat is donethe revorted amend- 
ment will fall with the section. Ifthere be no 
objection the motion to strike out will be re- 
Thatamendment is made, 
The bill was reported tothe Senate usamend- 


section, as | have introduced this 
runarded, covering | 


Pherefore T propose to strike out 


garded eas agreed to. 


ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 

The bul was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third read'ng, and was read the third time. 

Nhe VICK PRESIDENT. The que 
Shall the bill t ass? 

Mr. STOCK VON. | understand that one 
section has stricken out of the bill. 
| observed when the bill was read that there 
was a clause in it which made the cath of the 
recruit conclusive evidence that he was over 
twenty-one years of age. I ask the Chair if 
that is still in the bill? 

The VICK PRESIDENT. That provision 
remains in section five, whichis still part of the 
bill. 

Mr. STOCKTON. It seems tome that that 
is a very bad provision. It may protect the 
Army from imposition, and it is undoubtedly 
put in for that purpose; but certainly itis avery 
bad law for all the other interests of the com- 
munity. Suppose a boy runs away. He may 
be only twelve years of age. A form is gone | 
through which he hardly understands. When 
the parent finds his truant child’and claims 
him, the answer is, ‘* He is over twenty-one; 
he has sworntoit; and the law makes that oath 
conclusive.’’ Now, it is much better thatthe || 
oflicers who are recruiting for the service should 
be more cawious, that they should judge for 
themselves, that the physicians making the 
examination should judge, and thatthe service 
itself should suffer a little, rather than that we 
should shame the whole spirit of our institu- 
tions and take a ch'ld conclusively away from 
his parents when he owes service to them, to 
which they have a right uptothe age of tweuty- | 
one years. I certainly cannot vote for the biil | 
with such a clause in it. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the Chair will regard the bill as not 
having passed to its third reading, as it so 
passed sub silentio. Ifthe Senator from New 
Jersey desires to move an amendment, the Chair 
will receive the amendment. Does the Sen- 
ator move to strike out the fifth section ? 

Mr. SPOCKTON. IT ask the Chair whether 
one objection will cause the bill to go over 
until to-morrow ? 

Phe VICE PRESIDENT. No; it was read 
twice on a previous day, and is now before the 
Senate, having been regularly taken up on 
motion, 

Mr. STOCKTON, 
out the filth section. 

Mr. WiLSON. I regret that the Senator 
from New Jersey has made that motion, at 


sitions, 


been 


Then I move to strike 


least in the form of striking out the entire sec- || 
; , < ‘| to provide that the mother should have the 


tion. The section provides for the enlistment 
of music boys not less than twelve years of age. 
That is recommended by the Secretary of War 
in h's report, and there should certainly be no || 
objection to it. Then it says, ‘*but no other 
recruit shall be enlisted under the age of twenty- 
one years.’" We now enlist at eighteen, and 
the Secretary of War wishes that we shall not 


there must be something to determine the 
age, and it is provided in the section that the 
recruit’s oath shall be conclusive that he is 
twenty-one years of age. 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
Mr. WILSON, 


Strike that out. | 
I suppose the objection is |! 
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to making the recruit’s oath conclusive that he 
is twenty-one. I suggest to the Senator. if he 
objects to that provision, that he move siyy), 
to strike out that portion of the fifth Settins 
the other portions of it being right. 7 

Mr. STOCKTON. 1 had never geen , 
bill. and [had not a copy of it before me wi, 
| made the motion. It has just been hand. 
me,and | aceede most cheerfully to the anna 
of the chairman. All | wish to s'rike en a 
the provision making the reeruit’s oath ey 
elusive as to age. | so modify my motion. | 


" n. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator f; 


rom 

New Jersey moves to strike out all the w ede 

of the fifth section after the word ** years,” j, 
line four, being as follows: 

To be determined by his own oath, and said o; th 

shall in all cases be conelusive and sufficient cayse 

for rejection of applications for discharge oy the 


ground of minority. 

The amendment was agreed to, 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I “ 
amendment. ‘The fifth section provides that 
music buys may be enlisted at twelve years of 
age. I wish to offer an amendment that po 
enlistment of boys of any age shall take place 
without the consent of the boy’s parent or 
guardian. My amendment is therefore to add 
these words: 


wish to offer al 


Provided, That no boy shall be enlisted of that 
age, or of any other age in his minority, without | 
written consent of the parent or guardian of sue 
child.” 


Mr. WILSON. Ihave no objection to that, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; and was read the third time, 
and passed, 

SARATI 


Mr. THURMAN. I move to take up bill 
No. 390, granting a peusion to Sarah Evans. 

Tke motion was agreed to; and the bill 
(S. No. 3890) granting a pension to Sarah 
Evans was considered as in Committee ot 
the Whole. 

Mr. THURMAN. There is a report with 
the bill among the papers, which can be read. 
While it is being hunted up I will state what 


EVANS. 


| the bill is. 


This is a bill which was reported by the 
Pension Committee and passed unanimously 
by the Senate during the last Congress. The 
petitioner is the mother of a soldier in the 
Army of the United States who was honorably 
discharged at a military post in Arizona, either 
because his term of service had expired or 
because of ill health; I forget now whieh it 
was. <A day or twoafter his discharge a train 
in which he was was attacked by the Indians, 
and he lost his life with other soldiers, defend- 
ing that train, Had he lost his life while he 
was in the service this pension would have 
been payable to his mother; but he lost ita 
day or two after he had been discharged, but 
while he was actually and in fact, though not 
legally, in the service of the country. Under 
these circumstances, the man not having bad 
time to get home at all, having lost his life 
while he was actually serving the Government, 
though not then legally bound to military ser 
vice, the commitiee thought it a proper case 
for relief. Infact, such cases have commended 
themselves to the consideration of Congress 
heretofore, and the committee thought it proper 


pension to which she would have been entitled 
had the son been killed two days before ‘The 
bill passed the Senate unanimously before, and 
I hope it will again. 
The bill was reported to the Senate with- 


out amendment, ordered to be engrossed for ® 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


| enlist any under twenty-one years of age; but 


ASIATIC COMMERCIAL COMPANY. 


Mr. CORBETT. 1 move to take up Senate 
bill No. 76, which is on the Calendar. 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill (5. 
No. 76) to facilitate commerce between the 
United States and China, Japan, and_the 
countries of Asia, was considered as in Com- 
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lat he 


If he 


} 
What 


y the 
ously 

The 
n the 
yrably 
either 
ed or 
ich it 
train 
lians, 
‘fend- 
le he 
have 
st ita 
1, but 
lh not 
Jnder 
g bad 
3 life 
ment, 
y ser 
case 
ended 
1gTess 
roper 
e the 
titled 

The 


», and 


with- 
fora 
assed. 


enate 


i (S. 
n the 
1 the 
Com- 


vee of the Whole. By its provisions, Rt. B. 


YN 


\; » Valkenburgh, Benjamin Eggleston, Law- 
ah B. Conn hk. W. Bishop, James I’. 
. 1 John It. Hall. Elisha KE. Rice. Thomas 
. g, tt LE Gat es, George B. Upton, Israel 


S, Spe encer, and P, McDonald Collins, and 
her persons as may be associated with 
and ie ir suecessors, are created a body 
e and corpor ate by the name, style, and 
of the Asiatic Commercial Company. 
ompany is to have the right to purchase, 
‘ip, transport, and deal in the goods, 
_merchandise, and products of any rof the 
ntries named, with power to purchase, hold, 
vd convey all such real ard pe rsonal est: ate 
and property as the business of the corporation 
vay from time to time require, and to do and 
rin ‘all acts and things necessary to carry 
the provisions of the act into effect. The corpo- 
atic me in connection with the business named, 
to be allowed, under the authority of the 
(Governments of China, Japan, and of the other 
ies of Asia, to engage in public works 
which may be necessary to develop and in- 
crease the business and commerce thereof, and 


| , 
l 4 


wir 


count 





ty facilitate commerce between them and the 
United States, and for that purpose may issue 
its bonds or other obligations, secured by a 
pledge or mortgage of its property and fran- 
chises. The capital stock of the corporation 
is to be $5,000,000, to be divided into shares 


of $100 each. The shares of stock are to be 


ee ial property, transferable on the books | 


of the company ‘only; and the capital stock 
may be ine ‘reased from time to time as may be 
sary for the general purposes of the com- 


né Ut 
pany. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. What does 
the honorable Senator from Oregon propose 
to do with that bill to-day? 

Mr. CORBETLT. 
passage. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. 
a single objec tion carry it ove r? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will not, as 
the bill has previous!y been read twice and 


been reported by a committee, and it is taken | 


up to-day on motion. 

Mr. WAMILTON, of Maryland. 
important bill. 
gether beyond our power 


The VICE PRESIDENT, 


It is 


avery 





It is open to 


debate or amendment. 
Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. I move 
that the Senate adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and (at one 


o'clock and forty-seven minutes p. m.) the 
Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WepNespDay, January 10, 1872. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. 

tev, Georce P. Hays, D. D., president of 
the Washington and Jefferson College, Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania, opened the proceedings 
with the following prayer: 

Great and ever-living God, who hast made 
us and endowed us and kept us in being, ac cept 
our thanks for life and the continued use of 
our reason and the providential care Thou hast 
granted us. Guide us, O God, to-day. Bless, 
we pray Thee, the members of this House, 
now assembled, and give them clear views and 
correct estimates of theirduty. And, we pray 
Thee, grant unto them such help that that 
which they do may glorify Thee. Bless this 
land, protect it from vice, and propagate virtue 
therein, Remember the President ot the Uni 
ted States, his Cabinet, and ail the officers of 
this Government, and grant unto this nation 
the love and charity and kindness of Jesus 
Christ in every heart. O Ged, be with ns as 
a people, to tuke away ill-will and to fill 


with eutiae rly kindness. 
— ibe 


us 
And all that we ask 
sake of Him who taught us, when we 
pr to say: Our Father which art in heaven, 
hadleaoan be Thy name; Uhy kingdom come 


It seems to me that it is alto- | 


| the glory 


Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 
us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, butdeliverus from 
evil, for Thine is the kingdom, the power, and 
forever. Amen. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 


Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, 
make a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER. What length of time does 
the gentleman desire? 

Mr. EDWARDS. Not more than five minutes. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ark- 
ansas asks unanimous consent to make a per- 
sonal explanation, to occupy not more than 
five minutes. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I will state that on yes- 
terday | was confined to my room by indispo- 
sition. In the course of the proceedings a 
report from a committee was made, which, or 
a portion of it, reflected on Senator CLay Ton, 


I rise to 


| from my State, and myself, proceeding on the 


| which | pronounce utterly false. 


evidence of two individuals from my State, 
If | had been 
seat I would have moved for a com- 
but as the matter has 


here in my 


mittee of investigation ; 


| been referred to the Committee of Elections, | 


J wish to put it on its 
Will not || 


| Wasnineton,. D. C., January 8, 187. 





| 


| showing land grants to railroads, &e 


shall defer any further remarks on the 


subject 
until that committee makes its report. 


PRESERVATION OF THE ARCHIVES. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House the following message from 
the President of the United States: 

To the House of Representatives : 

In answer to the resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the 6th December, requesting to be 
informed if any further action is necessary by Con- 
gress to secure the immediate temporary preserva- 
tion of the archives or public records now in the 
State Department, 1 transmit a report and accom- 
panying papers from the Secretary a State. 


. 8. GRANT, 


The message and accompanying documents 


were referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed. 
LAND GRANTS TO RAILROADS, ETC. 
TheSPEAK EK. also, by unanimous consent, 


| laid before the House a communication from 


the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in 
answer to a resolution of the House, a map 
.; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Publie 


Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
LAWS OF THE DISTRICT. 


SPEAKERalso, by unanimous consent, 


TheS 


| laid before the House a letter from the secre- 
| tary of the District of Columbia, transmitting 


to the House, in compliance with the act of 
February 21, 1871, four copies of the laws 
passed by the Legislative Assembly of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which was referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SURVEY OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

The SPEAKERalso, by unanimous consent, 
laidbefore the Housea letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting estimates for 
appropriations required for surveying the pub- 
lic lands, to supply deficiencies for the fiscal 
years ending June 30, 1870, and June 30, 1871; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 


| priations, and ordered to be printed. 


| tary of the 


of Brevet Brigadier General George W. 


GENERAL GEORGE W. BALLOCH. 

TheSPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
l'reasury, in answer to the reso- 
lution of the House, of December 18, 1871, in 
relat'on to the suspension or mustering out 
Bal- 
loch: which was referred to the Committee 
on Edneation and Labor, and ordered to 
printed. 


be 
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REPRINTING OF NATIONAL BANK NOTES, 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in —— the resolution 
of the House of March 31, 1871, transmitting 
an estimate of the number of pounds of paper 
that would be required to replace the present 
pational bank circulation, &e.; which was 
referred to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency, and ordered to be printed, 

PAY 


OF MAIL CONTRACTORS. 


TheSPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in answer to the resolu- 
tion of the House of April 18, 1871, in relation 
to any appropriation under which mail con- 
tractors may be paid for carrying the United 
States mails in the late insurgent States, prior 
to May 31, 1861; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 
be printed. 

COLLECTION OF THE CUSTOMS, 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to the 
number of persons employed, and the 
pensation paid in the collection of customs 
during the fiseal year ending June 30, 1871, in 
the United States; which was relerred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, 
to be } rinted,. 


com 


and ordered 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE OSAGE RIVER. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House concurrent resolutions 
of the General Assembly of the State of Mis- 
souri as to the improvement of the Osage river; 
which were referred to the Committee on Com 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 
TheSPEAKKER also, by unanimous consent, 


laid before the House a letter from the secre- 


|| tary of State of the State of Missouri, transmit 


ting concurrent resolutions of the General As- 
sembly of that State, asking for an appropria- 
tion for the improvement of the Mississippi 
river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House concurrent resolutions 
of the State of Missouri, asking for an appro 
priation for the improvement of “the Gasconade 
river; which was referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


THE GASCONADE RIVER, 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. SLOCUM, by unanimous 
consent, leave was granted for the withdrawal 
from the files of the House of the papers in 
the case of B. J. Driscoll. 

On motion of Mr. FINKELNBURG, by 
unanimous consent, leave was granted for the 
withdrawal from the files of the House of 
papers in the case of private land claims in the 
State of Missouri, copies to be made and left 
on file, 

On motion of Mr. POLAND, by unanimous 
consent, leave was granted for the withdrawal 
from the files of the House of the papers in 
the case of Samuel A. Wilkins, heretofore 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and not 
reported on. 

On motion of Mr. HOOPER, of Massachu 
setts, by unanimous consent, leave was granted 
tor the withdrawal from the files of the House 
of the petition and accompanying papers of 
Johu lt, Parkman, for a share of the prizes 
captured during the war by the United States 
steamer Aries. 

On motion of Mr. SLOCUM, by unanimous 
consent, leave was granted for the withdrawal 
trom the files of the House of the petition of 
the citizens of New York, praying for an 
amendment of the steamboat law of the Forty- 
First Congress. 


On motion of Mr. ROGERS, by unanimous 
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consent. leave was granted for the withdrawai 


from the hiies of the House of the papers in 
relation to the claim of William A. Read; and 
the same we reterred to the Committee on 
itevolut mary tl 


Qn mot »of Mr. ELDRIDGE. b nani 


mi ! eu was granted for the with 
ira i mit files of the House of the paper 
in the cuse ¢ Ag tila Lockw« rod 


() notion of Mi DICK iY: in behalf of 


YZ. C. Robbins, former regi r of wills of 

) i or 4 lan i, by unanimous Consen 
‘ ‘ i rth ited ll withdr Wil | il ‘ 
Hi tI Lhe ot ube elating » | 

‘ motor 1 init ¢ ri erTrvices 


By inanim i HSent, leave of ab ence Was 


intil Friday 1 ext. 


isco } » of absence wus 
Trati ito Mr. Youna for five days. 
I ol D BILI SIGNED 

Mr. BUCKLEY, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported that the committee 
had examined and found truly enrolled, bills 
of the following tithes; when the Speaker 

} «] 

A bill (H. R. No. 77 to establish post 
road i 

A i H. R. No. 777) to establi post 
row 

11 =, ASSAY OFFICES, ETC 

| PIAKIER. The morning hour com- 
men rer minut past twelve o'clock, 
and the Hlouse resumes the consideration of 
the b H.R. No. 5) revising the laws relativ 

» the assay ollices, and coinage of the 
Uni ed State 

Mr. KELLEY. Before proceeding to the 


} 


diseu lask unanimous consent 
to suy a few words in the way of personal ex- 
planation touching the bill. Yesterday, in 
g ical questions of the gen- 


1°} 
ron Of the Dill, 


answer to the Cate 


an from New York, | Mr. Porrer,] I re 
pits d that there was no increase of salary pro 
vided fo this bill. 1 was here without my 
anno! col copy of the bill, or my nates and 
papers which | had taken to my room tor 
study during the vacation. I should have 
answered that question otherwise, yet essen- 


liuliy in the same manner; that is to say, 
that this bill provides a change of salaries, an 
increase in somein but not an increase 
expenditure in the Mint ser- 
ion, absolute or hoped for. 
bill creates one new ofhice, one of 
the most re offices under the Gov 
ernment, ion with the currency and 
finances of the country 


stances, 
of the general 
vic rather a reduct 
Thus, the 
ponsible 
in connec 
an othee not re quit 
ing merely clerical fitness, but great scientific 
and mech: anic al e ee e and attainments; 
ingland is reg 
of the first ja most important ander the Gov 
ernment the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
recommending this bill, had recommended an 
$1.500 a year to the operative offi 
cers, who are also required to be men of science 


an oll hi ‘ec Wil h in | rarde d as one 


mncrease of 


and mechanical skill, such as the melter and 
reliner, and the assayer, and some increase to 
the engraver, so that the Government engraver 


might be paid as he could be in the private shops 
for wages tor that sort of labor 
have materially adv Phe committee ha 
not concurred in the recommendation of the 
Secretary of the Treasury as to $1,500, but 
had reduced it to $500. | remembered the re 
duction, and thought it brought it down to the 
actual present salary. So, too, with reference 
tothe superintendents of the Mint. ‘Their fune- 
tions are changed. Ll ask the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations [Mr. Garrie.p] 
to please notice this fact. I am speaking of 
the proposed salaries of the superinte sndents 
of the Mint. Their fuuetions are materially 
changed. They are hereafter to perform the 
duties hitherto ‘performed by thetreasurers of 


the Mint. They now become bonded officers, 


of the country, 


ance l. 


THE CO 


I think, of $500,000. 
for their 
their 


sum ot So 


And it was supposed that 
increased duties, especially for 
additional 
be too much in a bill, 
which is to reduce the 
Mint system of 


and 
inereased responsibilities 
O00 would not 
the general drift of 
expense of the coinage and 
* Ohio. 
a question? 
KISLLEY. Certainly. 
lr, GARFIELD, of Ohio. Do I 
tO Say that the 
the M int how nce 
of the Mint? 
will, should 


Will the gen- 
tleman allow me 

under- 
otfice of 
udes in it 


md the gentleman 
tendent of 
the duties of treasurer 
Mr. KELLEY. It 
become a law 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
further 


this bill 


Let me ask the 
lL see that 
irer ofthe Mint at Philadelphia, who 
I understand es gentleman to say is now a 
bonded officer, gets a salary of $3,500 a year. 
If this bill shall pass the Superintendent of 
the Mint at Philadelphia, who will perform the 
same duties the treasurer now performs, will 
have $5,000 a year; that is an increase of 
31,500 a year for substantially the same daties. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
himself familiar with the facts, he will discover 
that in each of three cities, to wit, New York, 


gentleman this question, 


the treas 


Philadelphia, and New Orleans, there is one || 


officer holding two offices and receiving two sal- 
aries; the same individual is Assistant Treas- 


NGRESSION AL GLOBE. 


Ifthe gentleman will make | 


urer of the United States and treasurer of the | 


Mint; and in the double capacity he receives a 
salary higher than we propose to be given to 
the Superintendent of the Mint, who is here- 
after to perform the functions and duties of 
the treasurer of the Mint as they now exist. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Is there any 
provision of law allowing those oflicers to draw 
two salaries? 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, sir; and the gentle- 
man will find near the close of this bill—for I 
want nothing but that every member shall un- 
derstand it—a provision that the salaries now 
paid to the treasurers of the Mint shall here- 
after be paid to the Assistant Treasurers at New 
York, Philadelphia, and New Orleans, and be 
charged, as they properly are chargeable, to 


| the expenses of the Treasury, and not to the 


Mint of the United States. 
made for the salaries of the Assistant Treas- 
urers, no man will fill the office at any one of 
those three places, for it will leave those ofti- 
cers with all the responsibilities of the Assist- 
ant Treasurership, with asalarv, at New York, 
for instance, of, L think, two thousand or two 
thousand five hundred dollars a year. 

\s | have said, in response to the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Garrie.p,] [ have nothing to 
conceal and nothing to urge about this bill. 
It isa public bill, coming to Congress from one 
of the Depariments, (the Treasury, ) and going 
to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 
Measures, through that transmission of the bill 
to the House. 

Mr. WOOD. At the close of the session on 
vesterday, the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
| Mr. Dawes. ] addressing the House, expressed 
the wish that we should take this opportunity 
to discuss and determine the question of the 
salaries of Government officials. He appeared 
to think that to raise the 
by this section of the bill would require an in 
crease of salaries throughout the various De- 
partments of the Government. Now, I think 
that in cases of this kind, where very grave 
responsibilities rest upon officials, the question 


If no provision be || 
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publie attention is now s0 decidedly cal] 


the manner in which officials of every ed to 
and character, from the highest in the aa 
ment down to the most humble loca] a 
tra'e, discharge their duties, 

We have, sir, in the report submitted ; 
House bv the President from the comy 
ers appointed by him to revise the ciy\] « 
vice sys'em of the country, this most a 
ing declaration: 
_*Itisealeulated by those who have made a ex, 
ful study of all the facts, that one fourth of th, 


enues of the United States are 


annually lost 
collection, 


We have collected for the lust few yea 
least $400,000,000 of revenue annual y: 
we are told by the official represent it ve 
the Administration that one fourth of | 
has been stolen by the officials appoi 
collect it. This is the condition of a 
this country; and while I do not beli: 

| official integrity or official dishonesty 
fined to either political party, or that « 
| party has a monopoly of honesty or dishonesty 
| yet | do think it an auspicious circumstap, 
that at last the people of this country evince g 
determination to hold the officers of the Go) 
| ernment to a strict accountability as to the dis. 
| charge of their official duties; and if the ho; 
| orable gentleman from Massachusetts, [ My. 
Dawes,]} instead of bringing up a discussio, 
as to the regulation of official salaries, ¢ha)! 
direct his ability and influence in this Hy 
toward effecting a substantial reform in th 
civil service of the country, he will accomplis 
good for which the people of the country wil 
thank him, and no part of the people m 
than those embraced in the Democratic | 
We desire reform. We praebeace i 
in Our own Case inthe great city of New Yo 
The Democracy there effected a reform 
weeding out boldly all the ae po bled 
ofits own party gathered there in official 
and we call upon the Republican party 
commence a similar work with the Admini 
| tration here, which, by the statement of its ow 
officials, is even more corrupt than that whi 
we have exposed and denounced and upro 
in New York. IL hope, therefore, that the gen 
| tleman from Massachusetts, who occupies a 
very responsible position here, to whom 
all listen with so much pleasure, and wh 
we are all so ready to follow when he is will 
ing to act as leader, will devote the power: 


this suy 


Ve 


| 


il 


|| his voice and influence to effecting not only in 


salaries as proposed | 


of compensation is not of so much importance | 


as the question of integrity and of capacity. | 
do not believe that the people of this country 
complain very mach of the salaries paid to 
their officials. 

But | do believe that the public mind of the 
country is at this tome very mu th agitated as to 
the personal fitness and qualifications of offi- 
cial incumbents, and the integrity with which 
their duties are discharged. I think it one of 


and this bill requires of thema bond in the sum, || the most encouraging signs of the times that | 


the legislative department of the Government 
but also in the executive de partment, a refory 
such as we have effected in the city of New 
Y ork, 

Mr. DAWES. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Woop] must excuse me if I do not 
turn aside from the purposes of this bill at this 
moment to fellow his suggestions, which I tak 
very kindly, assuring him that I will endeas 
to do what I can in that line, if I can have his 
valuable assistance. He alludes to what has 
been done by his party in the city of New York 
I inquire of him whether it is not the fact tha! 
while we send our thieves to the penitenti r 
they send theirs to the Legislature? [laugh 
ter.] I rose, however, to offer an amendmen! 

Mr. WOOD. If the gentleman would send 
all his political friends who are thieves to tue 
State prison, there are not State prisons 
enough in the country to hold one hundredih 
part of them. [Laughter,] 

Mr. DAWES. I desire to offer an amend 
ment to the twelfth section. 

The SPEAKER. As soon as: the pending 
amendment is disposed of the Chair will recog: 
nize the gentleman. Debate is exhausted ov 
the pending amendment, which will be read. 

rhe Clerk read as follows: 


In linetwelve of section twelve, strike out’ $0 


and insert in lieu thereof *°$4,500.” 
| The amendment was agreed to; there being, 
/on a division, ayes seventy-nine, noes not 


| iil 


Mr. DAWES. 


I move to amend by striking 
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* read, “to the superintendents of the mints at Phil- 


1872. 


—— —— i} 


; 


out in the third line of section twelve, after the | 
ut 


word ‘expenses,’ the words “in visiting dif- 
ferent mints and assay Offices, and inserting | 
in lieu thereof ‘actually incurred in visiting | 
different mints and assay offices, to be paid only 
on vouchers verified on oath. 

Mr, KELLEY. I accept the amendment. 

Mr. DAWES. _ If the House accepts it, then 
] will not trouble it with any remarks. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. ] desire to offer 
anamendment. I move to strike out **$5,000,”” 
in lines five and six, and insert ‘*$3,500 ;’’ soit 
will read, ‘‘to the superintendents of mints at | 
Philadelphia and San Francisco, each $3,500.” 

The SPEAKER. There is aseries of amend- 
ments pending offered by the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Burcuarp] yesterday. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I understand 
that the gentleman from Illinois offers them 
one by one. 

Mr. BURCHARD. 
together. a 2 

The SPEAKER, The Clerk wilithen report 
the first amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Strike out ‘$5,000 ” and insert ‘*$4,500;”’ so it_will 


I presented them all 


adelphia and San Francisco, each $4,500.”’ 


Mr. BURCHARD. That, Iunderstand, has 
been substantially voted on. 

The SPEAKER. It has been disposed of 
by the amendment of the gentleman from Mas- 





sachusetts, and the Clerk will read the next 
amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out ‘*$3,500,”’ in line seven, so it will read, 
“to the assayers, melters and refiners, and coiners 
of those mints, each $3,000.” 


Mr. BURCHARD. The amendment in line 
five has not been voted on, as I understand. 

Mr. KELLEY. It has been agreed to, and 
the salary of the chief Director has been fixed 
at $4,500. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
been voted on in line six. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment will be 
again read. | 


The Clerk read as follows: 


In lines five and six strike out ‘*$4,000,’’ and in- 
sert ‘* $4,500;’’ so it will read, ‘‘to the superintend- 
ents of the mints at Philadelphia and San Fran- 
cisco, each $4,500.” 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands 
that the gentleman from Illinois moves to 
strike out **$5,000’’ and insert ‘* $4,500,”’ 
and the gentleman from Ohio moves to make 
it $3,500 ”’ 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to be heard on 
that. I wish to call the attention of the House 
to the fact that while they are largely increas- 
ing the responsibilities of these offices of super- 
intendents of the mints at Philadelphia and 
San Francisco, they propose to largely reduce 


their pay. Those officers are now receiving 
$4,500. This bill transfers to them the duty 


of treasurer, for which a large salary has been 
paid. It puts on them the responsibilities of 
that office, and requires them to give a heavy 
bond, for all of which it is proposed to reduce 
their salaries $1,000 per annum. Now, I am 
a8 anxious for economy as the gentleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Burcnarp,] or the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Garrietp.] I am perfectly 
Willing to see these salaries remain at the 
figure at which they now stand, but it should 
be borne in mind that there are no more 
‘esponsible financial officers in the country, 
uone requiring a higher order of integrity, 
none whose blunders or whose crimes would 
be more difficult of detection. They are to 
have charge not only of your bullion and of 
your coin, but of your standard of weight 
and fineness, and of the coin selected for 
testing annually by a commission the fidelity 
with which the standard weight and fineness 
of our coin are maintained; and in this day 
of high prices you will not be able to com- 
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But it has not || 








mand the services of mento whom such duties 
should properly be confided, for the sum pro- 
posed by the gentleman’s amendment to the 
amendment. Make the salaries of those offi- 
cers each $3,500 per annum, and I apprehend 


| no gentleman fitted to properly discharge the 


duties of those offices will enter into bonds 
of a quarter or half a million dollars, and 
assume the extraordinary duties devolved on 
them, with a salary diminished so largely. | 
I think it is an effort at economy as unwise as 
ever was made, and in its results, instead of 
being economy, it may be to debase the coin- 
age, or lead to the loss of large sums of money 
to the Government. I hope, therefore, that 
the amendment will not prevail. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. We have already 


| cut off $1,000. 


Mr. KELLEY. From the existing office? 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. From the chief 


| officer now provided for in this twelfth sec- 


tion. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
salary. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. We havereduced 
the salary of the chief officer from $5,500 a 
year to $4,500, and as the bill now stands it 
proposes that the subordinates under the chief 
shall have the same salary as the chief. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania has told you of 
the duties of these officers. I say to the gentle- 
man, that the treasurer of the Mint at Phil 
adelphia, the officer he refers to as one whose 
duties are to be swallowed up by those of the 
officer now under consideration, has at pres- 
ent $3,500. It is true that the treasurer of the 
mint at San Francisco gets $4,500. I see no 
reason why there should be such disparity 
between the two, and I do not think it will 
be wrong to put the amount at $4,000. But 
to put the salaries of these officers at the same 


That is from the proposed 


| as three hundred per cent. per annum. 
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Our 
great commercial interests are suffering, and 
looking to this body for protection, and I 


| believe, I say it boldly, that if a vote were 
| taken to-day the country would direct that the 
| members of this body return to their avoca- 


tions in other pursuits. I therefore move to 
strike out the enacting clause in this bill, so 


| that we may proceed to something of which 
| the country is more in need at this time than 
| the discussion of mints and coinage. 


Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. Is the 
motion of the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
TowNseEnpD] subject to amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatable. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. I desire 
to know if it be subject to amendment? 

TheSPEAKER., It is not subject to amend- 
ment, nor is it debatable. The question is on 
the motion of the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Townsenp] to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill. 

Mr. COX. ‘I desire to make 4 parliament 
ary inguiry. I would lika the Chair to state 


to the House the effect of that motion. 


it is a process of decapitation. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair would state that 
[ Laughter. } 
The question being put, the House divided; 


| and there were—ayes 59, noes 48; no quorum 
| voting. 


The SPEAKER, under the rule, ordered 


| tellers; and Mr. Keuiey, and Mr. Townsenp 


rate as that of their chief, who has control of | 


all the business, is manifestly wrong. I mod- 
ify my amendment so as to make the amount 
$4,000, which will make the scale $4,500 for 
the highest officer, $4,000 forthe second grade, 
and $38,500 for the grade still lower, striking 
an average between the present salary of the 
treasurer at Philadelphia and the higher salary 
of the treasurer at San Francisco. 


Mr. KELLEY. If I may be permitted, I 


desire to say that | am not contemplating | 


symmetry in offices. [ am contemplating such 
payment for such duty as will probably secure 
integrity and capacity, and I do not think 
$4,500 is inadequate pay for an office the 
duties of which we are nearly doubling, the 
responsibilities of which we are increasing ten 
thousand fold, and which has been hitherto 
regarded as deserving of $4,500. The officer 
at San Francisco now receives $4,500, $3,000 
as Assistant Treasurer of the United States, 
and $1,500 as treasurer of the Mint. It is, as 
I said before, increasing the duty, adding 
enormous responsibilities, and at the same 
time reducing the pay upon the simple plea 
that the seale of searing will be made more 
symmetrical. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, with great reluctance I intrude my- 
self at this moment on the attention of the 
House; but it seems to me that this legis!a- 
tion, or this discussion of matters of legisla- 
tion, occupying the House out of all reason- 
able proportion to its interest. is something 
which the country will reject. This Congress 
has been in existence for nearly a year, and dur- 
ing that whole time there has been scarcely one 
act of legislation which has had a tendency to 
protect or in the slightest degree to advance 
the great commercial interests of this country, 
upon which all our prosperity depends. And 
here we are discussing a question of salary 
to the officers of a mint, when, if things go on 
as they are at present, we will soon have no 
money to pay officers. 

To-day the rate of interest in England is 
two and a half per cent. per annum, while in 


il the city of New York it has lately been as high | 


of New York, were appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 80, noes 61. 

Mr. DICKEY demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 77, nays 100, not voting 
61; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Arthur, Beck, Bell, Biggs, 
Bird, James G. Blair, Braxton, Bright, Caldwell, Car- 
roll, Conner, Cox, Crebs, Critcher, Crossland, Davis, 
Dox, Du Bose, Duke, Dunnell, Edwards, Eldridge, 
Sly, Farnsworth, Garrett, Hale, Hambleton, Han 
cock, Handley, Hanks, Harper, John T. Harris, Hay, 
Hereford, Herndon, Hibbard, Holman, Kerr, King, 
Lamison, Leach, Lewis, Manson. Marshall MecCor- 
mick, McHenry, McIntyre, McKinney, Merrick. 
Morgan, Niblack,Hosea W. Parker, Eli Perry,Peters, 
Read, Edward Y. Rice, John M. Rice, William R. 
Roberts. Roosevelt, Slater, Slocum, Sloss, Stevens, 
Swann, Terry, Dwight Townsend, Tuthill, Van Trump, 
Vaughan. Waddell, Warren, Wells, Whitthorne, Wil 
liams of New York, Winchester, and Wood—77 

NAYS—Messrs. Acker, Ambler, Averill, Barber, 

Jarry, Beatty, Beveridge, Bingham, Austin Blair, 
George M. Brooks, Buttinton, Burchard, Burdett, 
Roderick R. Butler, Clarke, Coburn, Coghlan, Con 
ger, Cotton, Dawes, Dickey, Donnan, Duell, Eames, 
Finkelnburg, Charles Foster, Wilder D. Foster, Frye, 
Garfield, Goodrich, Halsey, Harmer, George I. Har- 
ris, Havens, Gerry W. Hazleton, John W. Hazleton, 
Hill, Hoar, Hooper, Houghton, Kelley, Kellogg, 
Ketcham, Killinger, Lamport, Ladeine. lowe kensk. 
Maynard, McClelland,McUrary.MeJunkin, Merriam, 
Benjamin F. Meyers,Monroe, Moore,Leonard Myers, 
Orr, Packard, Palmer, isaac C. Parker, Peck, Pendle- 
ton, Perce, Platt. Poland, Randall, Ellis H. Roberts, 
Rusk, Seofield, Seeley, Sessions, Shanks, Sheldon, 
Shellabarger, Sherwood, H. Boardman Smith, John 
A. Smith, Snapp, Snyder, Sprague, Starkweather, 
Stoughton,Strong, Taffe, Thomas. Washington Town- 
send, Lfurner, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Wakeman, 
Walden, Waldron, Wallace, Walls, Wheeler, Willard, 
Williams of Indiana, and Jeremiah M. Wilson—100. 

NOT VOTING— Messrs. Ames, Archer, Banks, 
Barnum, Bigby, James Brooks, Buckley, Benjamin 
F. Butler, Campbell, Cobb, Comingo, Creely, Darrall, 
De Large, Elliott. Farwell. Forker, Henry D. Foster, 
Getz, Golladay, Griffith, Haldeman, Hawley, Haya, 
kK endall, Kinsella, MeGrew, McKee, McNeely, Mer- 
cur, Mitchell, Morey, Morphis, Negley,Packer, Aaron 


| F. Perry, Porter, Potter, Price, Prindle, Rainey, 


Ritchie, Robinson, Rogers, Sawyer, Shober, Shoe 
maker, Worthington C. Smith, R. Milton Speer, 
Thomas J. Speer, Stevenson, Storm,Stowell, St John, 
Sutherland, Sypher, Voorhees, Whiteley, John T. 


Wilson, and Young—#l. 


| 


So the motion to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill was disagreed to. 

The question recurred upon the amendment 
offered W Mr. GaRFIELD, of Ohio. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ketury] to 
consent to have this bill recommitted. I have 
a motion pending, to strike out the whole of 
this twelfth section, which I did not wish to 
press, and yet on further examination I am 
satisfied that the bill involves a very consid- 
erable increase in salaries general/y. | bave 
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before methe mint laweas they have been com- 
and allthe changes up to this 


piled up to 1B i 
the superintendents of the 


time, and | find 


branch n s have $2,000 a vear, and the other 
officers’ salaries at a lower grade, 

Mr. KELL What branch mint? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. At the branch 
mint New Orleans the superintendent had 
$2,500 nd the treasures $2,000 

M KitLLEY. Twenty-five hundred dol- 
Jars { tuperintendent and $2,000 for the 
treasurer, the oflices being held by the same 
person, wi i made $4,500 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio The law does 


iW BH no h ng about one 
person holding the two offices. I find that 
the sun ( lent « the mint at Dahlonega 


Mr. KIELLEY. ‘That office has been abol- 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I know that; 


but I king of what was the order 
under slaw. The assayer and the coiner 
at Da Z | ich S15 ria year. | find 
that ¢ e P j coast, at the mint of San 
Franci of which the gentleman speaks, 


highe sari vi" paid, but we know that 


vreue’;r iy yunsd ne P, iil coast we have ] ad to 
¢ , 

have | r salarics on account of the peca- 
imr jul 1 Ot that pies but the occasion 


pia sed now, and there is 


no such me Seity for irger salaries there 
than « here Now, for one, ldo not pro 
pose to ta he bigh figures paid at San Fran 
cisco a gauge of salary for all the officers 
of mints, as this bill now seems to do. 

It seems to me, with all due respect to the 
committee, that they have not well considered 
this section, and | hope the gentleman will 
consent that the bill shall be recommitted, and 
that this section relating to salaries shall be | 
thoroughly gone over. Ido not wish to slash 


j 


into the bill and mutilate it, as it should be 
harmonious in all its parts, but I do not believe 
that it can be perie ted here in open House by 


amending onesalarv andthen another, and then 
another, ace irdingt the cal rice of the House, 
without full knowledge. It, however, we are 
going on with the discussion of the bill, I shall 
of course insist on my amendment cutting 


down the salarv now under debate. 

Mr. KELLEY. Ishali not object ultimately 
to the recommitment of this bill. I shall en- 
deavor, however, to persuade gentlemen in 
the interim to examine the bill and look into 
the facts of th lhe gentleman from 
Ohio has illustrated how little the most indus- 
trious and capable members of the House un 


Le tells 


cuse, 


derstand about the facts in question. 


you that he makes allowance for the expenses | 


in San Francisco. ‘The Assistant Treasurer at 
San [Trancisco receives 
which he receives as treasurer of the mint; 
and yet when it is proposed to edd all his 
duties to those of the superintendent of the 
mint the gentleman from Ohio says the salary 
for both offices should be less by $1,000 than 
has been paid for the one. In Philadelphia 
your Assistant l’reasurer receives as treasurer 
of the Mint $3,500, and you propose to add 
bis duties to those of the Superintendent of the 
Mint, and make that officer give a heavy bond, 
and then to reduce his salary $1,000, because 
he shall perform duties that have heretofore 
oost you $3,500. 

The gentleman refers to Dahlonega. Will 
he tell me when there was either cvinage or 
assay at Dahlonega? It was an office without 
duties, maintained until the breaking out of 
the war by southern supremacy in the House. 
He refers to the mint at Charlotte, where the 
total amount assayed and coined during the last 
year was $14.500. This bill proposes to abol- 
ish that establishment, and throw into adequate 
salaries for respousible olticers the money that 
bas been wasted by maintaining these sine- 
cures. I am informed by the Lreasury De- 
partment that the utmost increase of expenses 
that this bill can involve is $3,700 per annum, 


| motion amendable ? 


| desire to submit. 


$6,000, $4,500 of | 
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while it adds an office to which it is proposed 
to give a salary of $5,500. 
ary to $3.500, the Treasury estimate is, that 
while you have made your mint secure, while 
you will have given a responsibility to those to 
whom your coinage is confided, while you will 
have euabled your Secretary of the Treasury 
to ascertain the condition of your mints and 
your coinage, you will have added to the pos- 
sible expenditure the enormous sum of $1,700, 
with large prospective reductions by means of 
the systematic working of the mints. 

This is the true state of the case, and I hope 


that gentlemen who have the estimates before | 


them, and also the recommendations of the 


Secretary of the Treasury. will make them- | 
selves fam liar with the real facts of the case, | 


aud not come in here and endeavor to thwart 


a bill like this upon erroneous statements of | 
Here is the recommendation of the | 
Secretary of the Treasury, sending in to us || 


facts. 


the recommendation of the superintendent 


of the assay office at New York, Mr. Acton, 
embodied in the volume of estimates: 


I earnestly recommend the additional salary 
submitted for the assayer, and melter and refiner. 
Their duties are onerous and responsible, and their 


present compensation wholly inadequate, in view of | 


the cost of living in New York. IL would also call 
attention to the appropriation for the current year 
of but $3,000 for the salary of deputy treasurer, 


which was fixed by the Secretary of the Treasury, | 


November 6, 1869, at $4,509. : 
THOMAS C. ACTON, 
Superintendent. 


I now move that this bill be recommitted | 


to the Committee of Coinage, Weights, and 


| Measures. 


Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. 
The SPEAKER. 


instructions to the motion to recommit. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. That is 
what I wish. I move to amend the motion to 
recommit by adding instructions to the com- 


| mittee to report a bill which shall create no 
| new bureau, new office, or increase of salary | 


of any officer now in existence, and which shall 
provide that in the purchase of nickel and 


| copper for the use ot the Mint proposals for 
| bias shall be submitted, and the lowestand best | 


bidder or bidders shall be contracted with for 
the same; and that ali nickel and copper coin 
redeemed by the Mint shall be recoined, so far 
as the same can be used for such purpose. 
That amendment is about all the argument I 
I think it is clearly the 
sense of this House and of the country that 
officers of the Government shall not have their 
salaries increased ; neither shall there be any 
increase of officers in thisor any other Depart- 
ment. 
adopt my amendment. 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri, [Mr. McCormick, ] in order to affect the 
mode of purchasing a single metal, proposes 


| some very curious instructions to the commit- 


tee, which ought to contain the words “ norin 
any other way alter existing law.’’ ‘The amend- 


| ment would then be more intelligible. Officers | 


are not to be changed, salaries are not to be 


| changed, nothing is to be changed except the 


mode of buying nickel. I apprehend the regu- 


lations which this House and the Senate will | 


adopt for the procuring of gold and silver and 
other metals will be quite sufficient to secure 
something like integrity in the purchase of 
nickel. 


Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. My impres- 


| Sion is that the primary object of this bill is to 


affect the manner in which nickel shall be pur- 
chased, and it is for that very reason that I 
have moved these instructions. There are in 
the United States more places producing nickel 
than the State of Pennsylvania; and I think 
that all the nickel-producing portions of our 
country should be permiited to go into the 


market and have an opportunity to supply the | 


Mint. 
Mr. KELLEY. I wish to say, in reply to 
the gentleman from Missouri, 


Reducing that sal- | 


| Weights, and Measures, have submitted to | 





Is that 


It is by way of adding 





For that reason I hope the House will | 








Mr. McCor: | 





January 10, 


| MICK, ] that I cannot believe the Secretary of 


the ‘Treasury deemed it necessary to organize 
a commission to revise the Mint laws fos the 
simple purpose of enabling somehody to haya 
job” in buying nickel. This bill has no per. 
sonal origin. ‘The Secretary of the Tres, 
found the whole Mint system in disorder g,. 
without responsibility. He appointed tines 
gentlemen of high character, and large ex no. 
rience in such matters, to revise the Min! Jaws 
I,as the organ of the Committee on Coj ' 


nage 
“a he 
House the report substantially of that comm)s. 
sion. I do not believe that the Secretar, 


of 


| the Treasury and the three eminent gentlemen 


who constituted that commission were jy & 
conspiracy to create a *‘job’’ about the pyr 
chase of nickel for the United States Mint. 
Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. [ ghayia 
like to ask the gentleman one question. Wha: 
objection has he to the Mint of the Uniied 
States inviting proposals for the supply of 
nickel? : 
Mr. KELLEY. I have not the slightest 


objection ; but I do not see why such a provis. 


| ion should be embodied in instructions to }ya 


coupled with the recommitment of this bill, | 


| am not to be drawn into a discussion of that 


kind; but Ido feel it my duty to vindicate the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the commission 
that framed this bill against the intimatioy 
that they are in a conspiracy to cheat some- 
body in the purchase of nickel for our gyb. 
sidiary coinage. 

TheSPEAKER. Debate is exhausted upon 
the pending motion. 

Mr. POTTER. In order to say a word upon 
this subject, | move to amend by striking out 
the last clause of the proposed instructions 
I think that this subject is one deserving of 
all the attention which the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. McCormick] would invite to it. 
At the first session of the Forty-First Con 

ress the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr 
ELLEY.] who now has charge of this bill, 
reported a bill in regard to nickel coinage, 
which left it discretionary with the chief officer 
referred to in that bill to make purchases of 
nickel needed for coinage. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. BuTLer] then moved 
that the bill be amended by the insertion of a 
proviso that ‘‘ the materials purchased under 
this act shall be by public advertisement for 
contracts at the price offered by the low- 
est bidder therefor.’’ That amendment was 
resisted by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
The House recommiited the bill; and when 
it was returned from the committee the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania had adopted the 
amendment of the gentleman from Massachu 
setis. I read from the remarks of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania on the 80:h of March, 1869: 

“In section two we have struck out lines five, six, 
sevon, eight, and nine, together with tho words 
‘material for’ in the fourth line, substituting there- 
forthe pronosition of the gentleman from Magssa- 
chusetts, [Mr. ButLer,] providing for tho purchase 
of material by public advertisement.” 

And the House passed the bill in that shape. 
When the gentlemen said yesterday that | ob- 
jected to the bill when it first Game before the 
House he was right, and when he said that I 
subsequently became a colaborer with him in 
support of the bill he was also right. But he 
omitted to state that this particular amendment 
and other important amendments were made 
between the time when I resisted the bill and 
the time when I supported it. 

Mr. KELLEY. I beg leave to say that the 
gentleman refers to another bill than that to 
which I alluded, which was for the redemption 
of small coin. t. 

Mr. POTTER. And that is the only bill 
which had a clause on that subject. 

Mr. KELLEY. No, sir. 

Mr. PO'TER. The Globe, which I hold 
in my hand, shows that I am correct. 


Mr. KELLEY. The bill to which the ger 


tleman objected contained no provision forthe 
creation of any coin. 


It was a bill provid- 
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ree, PO (TER. The gentleman is utterly 

mistaken. I read from the Globe: 

“Mr. KELLEY. I ask unanimous consent to report 
back from the Committee on Coinage, W eights. and 
Measures llouse bill No. 2 for the coinage of nickel- 

.. pieces of five cents and under. 
oT Port er. LI object.’’ 

That is the only bill introduced by the gen- 
{]man from Pennsylvania to which I objected. 
It was recommitted, and the amendment pro- 
osed by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[ Mr. Burer, | to which [ have referred, was 
inserted. 

The bill now before us proposes to create 
a new officer to be called ‘‘ Director of the 
Mint,’ who is to be put in office for five 
years, and is to be endowed with discretionary 
»ower to say where the Superintendent of the 
Mint shall purchase nickel. And having got 
his discretionary power, perhaps he will use 
it to purchase from this mine in Pennsylvania 
which has been spoken of on terms not for 
the interest of the Government. He is there 
for five years. He is not yet appointed. No- 
body knows who he will be, nor what rela- 
tions or arrangements he may have with the 
people who own this nickel mine. But how- 
ever the fact may be in that regard, no one 
should be trusted with any such power, and 
I suggest that the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures ought not to report a 
bill giving him any such discretion. 

Mr. KELLEY. ‘The bill to which the gen 
tleman objected, and by objection to which he 
temporarily defeated it, was a bill merely pro- 
viding for the redemption of a subsidiary coin. 
He may have objected to another one, but | 
have no recollection of it. 

Mr. POTTER. No. 

Mr. KELLEY. But that is apart from this 
discussion. 
gressed, and if the gentleman had offered a 


ii 


| 


~ = —_—— 


mply for making the subsidiary coinage ] Mr. KELLEY. It was not in March, but 


in the warm weather during the last days of 


| the session. 


I wish to say if the bill had pro- | 


proper amendment—proper in its form and | 


expression, providing that bids should be 


required for all metals for all subsidiary coin- | 


age—I should not have objected to it, but 
should have voted for it. But while I would 
do that in the discussion of the bill, I 
authorized, as chairman of the Committee on 


yas not | 


Coinage, Weights, and Measures, to accept | 
such an amendment, nor do [| think it fitiing | 


or dignified that such instruction should be 
given, and therefore I oppose it. 
oppose the principle of the thing, butas I have 
suid, lam ready to sustain it whether it comes 
up ina bill reported or as an amendment to 
a bill reported, but I oppose, as I have already 
said, any such instructions to any committee 
of this House. 


Mr. POTTER. One word further. The gen- | 
I hold the Globe in my | 


tleman is mistaken. 
hand; I know what I am talking about. The 
bill to which I refer was a bill which he re- 
ported on the 15:h of March, but which was 
recommitted to the committee, and which was 


reported back to the House on the 30th of | 


March amended as I have indicated. 

Mr. KELLEY. Jt was a bill passed on the 
eve of the close of the session. The bill to 
which the gentleman refers was a bill for the 
coining of one, three, and five cent pieces. 

Mr. POTTER. 

Mr. KELLEY. 


Yes, sir. The other one 


I do not | 


contained the section which provided for their | 


redemption, and when I passed from this side 
ofthe House to that, and explained the bill 


to the gentleman, he said that he had made a | 


mistake, being in favor of it and in hearty 
syinpathy with me. 
_Mr. POTTER. Thatis, so far as the redemp- 
ton was concerned. 
Mr. KELLEY. And when it came up again 
€ gave it his support. 
_ Mr. POTTER. The gentleman is mistaken 
in thinking that it was not the bill for the 
coining of nickel coin in which the provision 
for redemption was contained to which I first 
objected aud then, after amendment, supported. 


Mr. POTTER. It was in the short spring 
session of 1869; and I read from the Globe my 
own remarks on the 30th of March, 1869, on 
that very bill No. 2, providing for the coinage 
of nickel coin and for its redemption, made 
when the bill had come back to the House 
after being recommitted to the Committee on 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures: 

“Mr. Potter. Mr. Speaker, when this bill was 
before the House as first reported by the committee, 

saw in it, as I thought, grave grounds of objection; 
but sinceit has been recommitted the objections 


which I had to it have been obviated.” 


That is, by the incorporation of the amend- 
mentto which | have referred and otherwise. | 


| now further read from the Giobe report, that it 











| the amendment of 


may be seen how entirely correct I had been 
in my statement as to that bill: 


ss 


As the bill is now reported it appears to me a wise 
and provident measure of legislation. It provides, 
in the first piace, for the aanoees of the debased 
coinage which has been issued since the war. It 
provides, in the next place, for a substituted coinage, 
to take the place of the present debased coinage, 
which, although still more debased in intrinsic value, 
is nevertheless to be redeemed at par from time to 
timein Treasury notes.”’ 

From this it will be seen that I am not mis- 
taken. When the bill was recommitted to the 
committee it came back with a limitation in- 
serted such as has been suggested by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, [Mr. McCormick.] It 
ought to gointothis bill, and if it be not intro- 
duced into the bill at this time I will ask to 
put it in when we come to section thirty, when 
it will be germane. 

Mr. GARFIELD, ofOhio. Idesire toamend 
the instructions of the committee by insert- 
ing ‘‘that no increase of salary shall be pro- 
vided for in this bill,’’ and I desire to say a 
word on that amendment; that is, that there 
shall be no increase of salaries of existing 
officers. 

Mr. KELLEY. 


I have no objection. 
The SPEAKER. 


The Clerk will again read 


souri. 
The amendment was read. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
a word or two in reply to the gentleman from 


Pennsylvania, with reference toa remark made || 


by him yesterday and to-day in regard to in- 
crease of salaries in this bill. 

I would entirely omit reference to the rather 
unkind remark as to misrepresentation. I 
wish to call the attention of the gentleman to 
one point which I think his remarks entirely 
omit, I will not say cover up; namely, that 


I desire to say | 


the gentleman from Mis- | 
i} attenwion,. 


this bill disconnects the Mint entirely from the | 


Assistant Treasuries of the United Siatesat the 
places where there are mints. For instance, 
in the city of Philadelphia, the treasurer of 


| the Mint, assuch, is Assistant l'reasurer of the 


United States. He gets as treasurer of the 
Mint $3,500, and in addition to that he gets 
$1,500 for his duties as Assistant Treasurer of 
the United States. At San Franciseo the 
treasurer of the mint gets $4,500, and $1,500 
for his services to the United States as Agsist 
ant Treasurer. Now the gentleman proposes 


| to give him the large sum produced by adding 
And for their redemption ? || 


these two amounts.,and at the same time to 


| relieve him altogether of his duties as Assist 


ant Treasurer of the United States, making 
him wholly an officer of the Mint, while, as a 
matter of course, we will have to provide for 
the Assistant Treasurer of the United States. 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman is mis- 
taken, as I will show if he will allow me to 
make a statement. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will yield to 
the gentleman in one moment. I have only 
further to say that all the other officers who 
cannot recvive two salaries have their salaries 
actually increased, while as regards those who 
receive two salaries we put both in this bill. 
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Mr. KELLEY. 1 desire to explain to the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GaRFIELD] that 
instead of discontinuing the office of treas 
urer of the Mint this bill provides for the 
absorption of that office into the functions of 
the Superintendent of the Mint. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I understand 
that; but what about the Assistant Treasurers 
of the United States? 

Mr. KELLEY. I explained that. Instead 
of not stating the point, or covering it up, to 
use the language of the gentleman from Ohio, 
1 yesterday, as will be seen by the Globe, 
stated to the House, and to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] specially, while 
addressing the House, that in a subsequent 
section of this bill—the thirty-third, I think it 
is—the officer whose salary has hitherto been 
paid from the Treasury of the United States, 
by virtue of his connection with the Mint, was 
transferred to the Treasury Department, and 
that his pay proper was left to him; that the 
Mint was now charged with paying the Assist- 
ant ‘’reasurers in those three cities, but that 


' this bill proposes to leave the Treasurer to pay 


the salaries of his assistants, and to pay the 
Superintendent of the Mint a slight increase 
for assuming the duties aud respousibilities of 
treasurer of that institution. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. That is pre- 
cisely what I Say The bill dislocates, per- 
haps quite properly, these two offices, but as a 
matter of course it leaves the Assistant Treas 
urers of the United States with a little frag 
ment of a salary, and we will have at once to 
raise their salaries toa properlevel. In other 
words, we will have to give them full salaries. 

Mr. KELLEY. I called attention to that 
yesierday. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. And this bill 
therefore compels us to reconstruct and raise 
the salaries of the several officers not provided 
for in the bill, besides the salaries provided in 
the bill itself; so that there is more raising of 
salaries consequent on the passing of the bill 
than appears directly in the bill itself. That 
is the point to which I have desired to cal! 


Mr. POTTER. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. RANDALL. I wish to hear the motion 
which is now pending. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will again read 
| the instructions moved by the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. McCormick. ] 

the motion was again read. 

Mr. RANDALL. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Missouri whether he will aliow me 
| to move an amendment there to provide for 
free coinage? 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. 
prefer not. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to amend by 
striking out the word ‘‘copper.’’ 1 do so for 
the reason suggested by my friend from Mis- 
| souri, [Mr. McCormick.] His propositions, in 

the main, and perhaps ail of them, receive my 

support. But yet it appears to me that in their 
present form they cannot be intelligently and 
properly considered. We cannot say that any 
ofticer is entitled to have his salary increased. 

At least | cannot say so from any information 

1 may have on this wide subject. | think, 

therefore, that the instructions which the gen- 

tleman proposes had better not go in the form 
of instructions. Let them rather go in the 
form of a reference with the bill, and let them 
be considered by the committee in connection 
with the bill, because if they goas instructions 
they then will become swaddling-clothes, in- 
flexibly binding the committee, and leaving it 
no discretion. It will have nothing to doexcept 
to frame the billin accordance with the provis- 
ions of these instructions, and I am sure some 
of us at least have not sufficient acquaintance 

with the general subject, which is a 

one, to pass intelligently upon it at this time. 

I hope, therefore, the recommiital wili not be 


I would 


very wide 


I now yield to the gentleman from Pennsyl- || accompanied by these instructions, but thatthe 


vania, 


| bill will be recommitted, and the instructions, 
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in the form ofa resolation, will be referred to 
the committee with the bill 

Mr. McCORMICK, ot The Mint 
of the United States, up to the present time, 
has been carried on with the existing 
for at least ten years. Money was of much 
less value then than it is at this time, and y« 
now to be raised. I have 
made this motion because I believe that it 
the sense of the American people, and that it 
is the sense of the majority of this House, that 
the saluries of officers of the 
Government should not be increased. 
furthermore, that it is the sense of the country, 
and the sense of this HH: additional 
offices should not be created in the Mint, that 
a new bureau should not be created, involving 
the appointment necessarily of a number of 
new ofhces 

Mr. DAWES. Will the gentleman allow 
me to call the previous question, so that we 
may have a vote? 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. 
objection to that. 

Mr. KELLEY. I have no objection to the 
previous question b ing now calle d. 

Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missoun. Before that 
is done, however, I will change the phraseology 
of my instructions 80 a8 to Bay the aggregate 
amount of salaries shall not be increased. 


Missouri 


sSaiaries 


these salaries are 


| believe, 


use, that 


Mr. MAYNARD. I withdraw my amend 
ment. 
Mr. DAWES. I now call the previous 


question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; the question being first 
onthe instructions offered by Mr. McCormick, 
of Missouri. 

The question was put; and there were—ayes 
68, noes 53. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE called forthe yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided | 
yeas 80, nays 94, not voting 63; | 


in the negative 
as follows: 


YEAS—Measrs. Acker, Adams, Arthur, Beatty, 
sell, Biggs, Bird, James G. Blair, Braxton, Bright, 
aldwell, Carroll,Conner,Cox, Crebs, Critcher, Cross- 
land, Davis, Dox, Du Bose, Duke, Eldridge, Ely, 
Garrett, Getz, Goodrich, Hancock, Handley, Hanks, 
Harper, John T. Harris, Havens, Hay, ilereford. 
Herndon, Holman, Kerr, King, Lamison, Leach, 
Lewis, Manson, Marshall, McClelland, McCormick, 
McHenry, McKinney, Merrick, Benjamin F. Meyers, 
Morgan, Niblack, Hosea W. Parker, Eli Perry, Pot 
ter, Randall, Read, Edward Y. Rice, John M. Rice, 
William RK. Roberts, Roosevelt, Sherwood, Slater, 
Slocum, Sloss, Stevens, Stevenson, Storm, Swann, 
Terry, Dwight Townsend, Tuthill, Van Trump, 
Vaughan, Waddell, Warren, Wells, Whitthorne, 
Williams of New York, Winchester, and Wood—8s0, 

NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Averill, Barber, Barry, 
poreriens, Bingham, George M. Brooks, Buflinton, 

urchard, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Coburn, 
Fonser. Cotton, Dawes, Donnan, Duell, Dunnell, 

ames, Finkelnburg, Charles Foster, Wilder D. Fos- 
ter, Frye, Garfield, Hale, Harmer, George EK. Har- 
ris, Hawley, Gerry W. Hazleton, John W. Hazleton, 

ill, Hoar, Hooper, Kelley, Kellogg, Ketcham, Kil- 
linger, Lamport, Lansing, Lowe, Maynard, MecJun- 
kin, Mercur, Merriam, Moore, Leonard Myers, Neg- 
ley, Orr, Packard, Packer, Palmer, Isaac C. Parker, 
Peck. Pendleton, Perce, Peters, Platt, Porter, Prin- 
dle, Ellis H. Roberts, Rusk, Scofield, Seeley, Ses- 
sions, Shanks, Sheldon, Shellabarger, H. Board- 
man Smith, John A. Smith, Soapp, Snyder, Thomas 


J. Speer, Sprague, Starkweather, Stoughton,Strong, | 


gore. rhomas, Washington Townsend, Turner, 
‘wichell, Tyner, Upson, WW aituenen. Walden, Wal- 
dron, Wallace, Walls, Wheeler, Whiteley, Willard, 
Williams of Indiana, Jeremiah M. Wilson, and 
Jobn T. Wilson—%4. 


NOT VOTING — Messrs. Ames, Archer, Banks, 
peraum. Beck, Bigby, Austin Blair, James Brooks, 
uckley, Roderick R. Butler, Campbell, Clarke, 
poo Coghlan, Comingo, Creely, Darrall, De Large, 
ickey, Kdwards, Elliott, Farnsworth, 


Ritchie, Robinson, Rogers, Sawyer, Shober, Shoe- 
aker, Worthington C. Smith, R. 
and Young—63. 
So the instructions were disagreed to. 


The 
recommit the bill to the Committee on Coin- 


age, Weights, and Measures; and being put, it 
was agreed to. 


United States | 


I have no 


Farwell, | 
Forker, Henry D. Foster, Golladay, Griffith, Halde- | 
man, Halsey, Hambleton, Hays, Hibbard, Houghton, | 
oy Kinsella, Lynch, McCrary, McGrew, Me- 
ntyre, McKee, MeNeely, Mitchell, Monroe, Morey, 
Morphis, Aaron F. Perry, Poland, Price, Rainey, | 


Milton Speer, | 
towell, St. John, Sutherland, Sypher, Voorhees, | 


uestion reeurred upon the motion to | 


Mr. KELLEY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was recommitted to the com- 
mittee; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

TEXAS ELECTION—W. T. CLARKE. 

Mr. HOAR. Irise toa question of privilege. 
I call up the report of the Committee of Elec- 
tions in the case of William T. Clarke, claim- 
ing a seat as Representative from the third 
congressional district of Texas, and | ask for the 
reading of the resolution reported by the com- 
mittee. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That W. T. 
right to 
gressional district of the State of Texas, and is enti- 
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|| affect the result one way or the other. 


Clarke has the prima facie | 
a seat as Representative from the third con- 


tled to take the oath of ofiice as a member of this | 


Jlouse, without prejudice to the right of any person | 


claiming to have been elected thereto to contest his 
right to said seat upon the merits. 


Mr. HOAR. 
and I propose to ask the previous question at 


This is a very simple matter, | 


the end of half an hour, and to give gentle- | 


men on the other side one half of the hour and | 


'a half which will be devoted to the whole 
| case, which will make three quarters of an 
hour to each side. I do not think it will be 
necessary to occupy the three quarters of the 
hour reserved to our side; I think I can con- 
|| dense my opening remarks into five minutes 
| of the time. 

Mr. RANDALL. Will any opportunity be 

given for moving an amendment? 


} Mr. ELDRIDGE. Which side does the 

|| gentleman mean by “ our side’’ in an election 
case ? 

|| Mr. HOAR. I mean the side of the minor- 


ity, whoever they may be. 
|| Mr. ELDRIDGE. I did not suppose that 
|| Was your side. 
| Mr. RANDALL. It is possible I may want 
|| to offer an amendment. want to know at 
|| what time he will allow me to movean amend- 
ment. 
Mr. HOAR. I will take that matter into 
| consideration. This case presents a very sim- 
le question of law. 
eae desires to vote upon it understandingly 
and upon its merits, I think I can help him to 
do so if he will listen to me for five minutes. 
The question is whether Mr. Clarke has a 
prima facie right to a seat in this House pend- 
ing the contest. The statute of the United 
States makes it the duty of the Clerk of the 
last House to make up his roll for the new 
House by putting upon it the names of such 
persons as have credentials. The question 
here is whether the certificate which is an- 
nexed to the report constitutes a credential 
within the meaning of that law. The certifi- 
cate signed by the Governor and secretary of 
the State of Texas, authenticated by the broad 
seal of the State, declares that Mr. Clarke is 
| duly elected Representative from that dis- 
trict. The committee think that under the 
usages of this House such a certificate, in the 
absence of any State law expressly authoriz 
ing it, constitutes credentials. But the law of 
the State of Texas expressly provides that the 
returns of the election officers shall be trans- 
mitted to the Governor of the State, and opened 
by the secretary of State in the presence of 
the Governor and attorney general, and that 
they shall make up from an examination of 
those returns a table, which tabular statement 
shall be put on record in the office of the sec- 
retary of State, anda copy thereof forwarded 
to the person so elected, and another copy to 
the Clerk of this House. That document has 
been sent to the Clerk of this House, and is 
also added to the Governor’s eertificate declar- 
ing Mr. Clarke elected. From that document, 


\| Mr. Clarke is duly elected. 


tary of State of Texas, in making up the table, 


If any gentleman in this | 


'up these tables to 


| Now, it does not appear on the face of thj 
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ee 
there was not a fair vote in those precinos, 
There are a half dozen precincts that wer, 


rejected, but only two of them, the precine 
of Freestone and Limestone, make any differ. 


ence in this inquiry, because the others do no 
Now the question is this: if the Govern 
and the secretary of State of Texas had a righ, 
in making up that table, to reject any of +}, 
returns because they found the election ws 
conducted under circumstances of violence 
intimidation, then there is no question 
Mr. Clarke is clearly entitled to his seat. 19 
majority of the Committee of Elections th; 
they had thatright. The minority of the eo» 
mittee think they had not; first, because the 
election law of Texas, which gives the Qo, 
ernor and secretary of State the right in making 
reject certain returns 
because the election was held under cir; 
stances of violence and intimidation, presc 


Was 


and 


es 


| that they shall do it only when the electio, 


officers certify that there has been such vio. 
lence, and that certificate is authenticated hy 


the affidavit of acertain number of leval voters 


certificate to Mr. Clarke that such an affidayi: 
and certificate of the election officers were 
submitted to the Governor. Therefore, tha 
minority of the commiitee contend that the 
Governor had no right to go into any ir quiry 
in regard to those two precincts which he bas 
rejected. 

The majority of the committee are clearly 
of opinion that it is not necessary that it 
appear on the face of the credentials that these 


proceedings of the Governor were based jyor 


| and show that the proceedings were 


that table of the returns, it also appears that | 
But it appears that the Governor and secre- | 


rejected the returns of several voting precincts, | 


on the ground that they found there were vio- | 


|| lence and intimidation to such an extent that || case are two only. 


| Clarke. 


a proper certificate and affidavit. That is th 

oresumption of law. The credentials stand 
Che law does not require that the Governo; 
shall certify to the details of the examination 
legal Hi 
all particulars. The law simply requires that 
having examined these questions, having re- 
jected precincts where the election was found 
to have been accompanied with circumstances 
of fraud and violence, the Governor and the 
secretary of State shall certify the result, not 
the process ; so that we think these credentials 
are clearly sufficient. 

The other claim which is made by the minor- 
ity of the committee is that the provision foran 
examination into these election returns in any 
case by the Governor and the secretary of State 
is not applicable to the election of members of 
Congress. ‘The majority of the committee are 
of the opinion that the provision is applicable. 
If it is not, then there is no provision at all in 
the law of Texas authorizing an examination 
by anybody into the validity of an election, or 
the ascertaining by anybody of the result of 
an election for members of Congress; but the 
law of Texas would require the transmission to 
this House of a confused jumble of returns— 
copies of the returns of the local election off- 
cers, amounting in some districts to over one 
hundred; and the Clerk of this House, before 
making up the roll of members, must foot up 
these returns, pass upon all questions of their 
regularity, and all questions of the authority 
of the election officers, and thus arrive at the 
legal result of the election. We have put upon 
the pages of our report a careful analysis of 
the provisions of the law of Texas on this sub: 
ject, from which it seems to us manifest that 
the Governor and the secretary of State in this 
case pursued the proper and legal course; that 
the document they have sent us is such a doc 
ument as the law of Texas requires to be sent, 
and that it constitutes credentials for Mr. 
‘That is the whole case. 

i now yield to the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Rice,}] representing the minority of the 
committee, the remainder of the half hour, 
excepting one minute, as I desire to call the 
previous question 

Mr. RICE, of Illinois. Mr, Speaker, the 
questions presented by the two reports in this 
The first question 18 4 


1872. 
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‘mple qu estion of fact, stated in the minority | 
Or. to which I will hereafter call the atten- 
th e House. The other is the question of 
to the legal effect of the ce -rtificate of the 

-ornor of the State of Texas, certifying that 
c , TC larke was duly chosen a member of 
big House from the third district of that State. 

Jed with this certificate is a tabular state- 

f the votes of the several counties in the 
-_d eongressional district of Texas. The 
i hold that the certificate in this case 
t sufficient under the law of Texas au 
ait g an d requiring the Governor to give 
ite of the votes returned by the elec- 


report 
Ol 
i 


| aW uo 


+ cert 
- reads and nothing more. ‘The effort of 
‘he majority is to bring this certificate within 


he purvi iew of the law. But we insist, in the 
frst place, that the law of Texas does not au- 

iarize the Governor of the State to give a 
ortificate as to who is elected, but that he is to 
-tify the returns of the election, and to give 
, party having the majority acormmed copy 
f the record of such returns, sending also a 

oy of such record to the Cle k of this House. 

He is to certify the returns of the election 
boards. It is not for him to say under the 
aw of Texas who is elected or who is not 
elected; butunder the twenty-third section of 
the law he is to certify the returns of the votes, 
. ‘ve to the party having the majority of votes 
s certificate of such returns, and send a like 
copy to the C lerk of the House. But in this 








case the Governor has certified that Mr. Clarke | 


is duly e lected. Then he proceeds to make an 
explanation of that certificate, and in the body 
‘rtificate, as gentlemen will see by 
g to it, 
on act f the irregularities and violence 
tending the election no one wasin fact elected, 
he fee 
give a certificate of election to some 
in further explanation, he fur- 
tabular statement of the vote, which 
he refers to as explanatory of his certificate 
and adopts asapartof it. That tabular state- 
ment, so far as it contains the vote of the sev- 
eral ¢ uNties, those rejected and those not 
rejected, is such astatement as the law requires 
to be made by the Governor and the secretary 
f State, except that in the case of the county 
of Washington he has omitted the whole vote 
ast at what istermed ‘‘ the white man’s ballot- 
box.” 
In the case of the county of Washington the 
tes at what is called ‘*‘ the white man’s bal- 
were rejected for reasous stated by 
Governor Davis under the head of ** remarks.”’ 
hese votes do not appear upon the tabular 
statement. ‘This vote not stated is over 2,000, 
but this outside of the record in this case. Yet 
Mr. Giddings has, of all the votes shown to 
have been cast, a majority of 730 votes, accord- 
ing to the returns, and yet the seat is claimed 
ry Mr. ¢ Ifyou giveto Mr. Clarkeall the 
votes cast for him and marked rejected,’’ and 
give Mr. 
marked ‘‘ rejected,’ 
left for Mr. Giddings of 7380 votes. 
he votes of the counties of Bosque, Brazos, 
Freestone, and Limestone, are all rejected in 
this statement accompanying the so-called 
election certificate of Mr. Clarke. Is it not 
alittle remarkable that in every single county 
where the entire vote is rejected Mr. Giddings 
had a majority of the votes cast? 
Now, Mr. Speake r, | undertake to say that 
ihe law is this: that a certificate of election 
given by an officer authorized by law to give it, 
where it ccntains uothing more than the dec- 
‘aration that the party to -whom it is given was 
duly elected to an office, is prima facie evi- 
dence that a party holding it was duly elected 
aud has a right to such ofice. But I maintain 
further, when it contains facts upon which it 
conclusion is based, showing that conclusion to 
be false, such facts destroy. the legality of the 
certificate, and it is therefore void to all in- 
tents and purposes as a certificate of election. 
This very doctrine is laid dowu in Barber's 


iT the 
relerrin 


gunt 0 


gress ) 
vids Phen, 
hac a 


nishes a 


oe 
VOX 


larke, 


he expresses the opinion that | 


ls constrained under the act of Con- | 


| 


| tion of the certificate 


Supreme Court Reports, volume 

the case of Hartt against Harvey. 
this very question was matter of judicial in- 
vestigation before the supreme court of the 
State of New York. There this very point 
was made. In that case the returning officers 
of an election had certified that a certain party 
was duly elected to an office, and the explana- 


showed, in a statement 


thirty-two, in 


| of the vote, that the party towhom the certifi- 


| votes 


| asserted in Brightly’ 


—_—_—_4— 


| evidence of a fact 





Giddings all the votes cast for him || 
’ there will be a majority | 


certificate was held void and of no effect 


Texas under the law of that State 


i sentatives. 


cate was given did not have a majority of the 
cast. It was there held that where the 
explanation of facts showed that the certificate 
which was based on those facts was not the 
proper legal conclusion from the facts, such 
as a 
The same doctrine is 
s Election Cases. 

And why should not that rule apply to this 
case? The doctrine is certainly and 
founded in justice. What is a certificate of 
election? It is of itself nothing more than 
that the party who holds 
it received a majority of the votes. That is the 
usual purpose of a certificate of election, and 
if the whole statement shows that 


certificate of election. 


sound 


the party 


| to whom it is given did not receive a majority 


of the votes cast, then it is not 
of election either in law or in fact 


Now, it is insisted that the 


a@ Cerilucale 


Governor of 
had a right 
to supervise the returns of the e ng ‘tion board, 
and to reject votes which in his judgment were 
not proper. We insist that, to ie ‘allowed or 
computed, the law of Texas does not bear any 
such construction, and unless the 
this committee can maintain the position that 
the Governor has such authority, then of 
course they will be compelled to surrender 
the principle upon which they recommend the 
adoption of this resolution to this House. And 
what is that? That in thet -fourth and 
thirty-fifth sections of the laws of 
Texas the secretary of and 
attorney general are made a board for the pur 
pose of making and certifying 
election returns. 

In other words, it 


majority ol 


hirty 
election 
Governor, State, 


a statement of 


is insisted that sect 


1008S 
thirty-four and thirty-five of the law of Texas 
justify at least prima facie the act of the 
Governor in rejecting the returns of the elec- 


} 


polling 
tabular 
from an €xam tion 


tion from the several counties and 
places marked ‘‘rejected’’ in the 
statement of votes ; but 


of the coutext of the act and a « yMparison ol 
its various sections we are led to the coneclu- 
sion that sections thirty-four and thirty-five 


apply, in their several provisions, to the 
returns of elections for officers ft 1@ State of 
Texas only, and not to the members of th 
House of Repre ont atives 0 f the United States. 
Section twenty-tt to the election 
returns of members of the House of Kepre- 
But that section provides that— 


‘As soon as possible after of the 





ree ap 


11e8 


the expiration 


time of making the returns of the election for Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, a certificate of the returns 
of the election for such RKep:esentatives shull be 
entered on record by the secretary of state and 
signed by the Governor, and a copy thereof sub- 
scribed by said officers ehall be delivere lto the per- 
son so elected, and another copy transmitted to the 
House of Representatives of the Congress of the 
United States. 

Then again, under no view of the case, not 
even under the construction piven to these 
sections of the law by the majority of the com- 
mittee, could the Governor institute such an 


inquiry, uuless returns of violence, corruption, 
&c., had been made to the Goveruor and sec- 


| retary of State by the election judges, corrobo- 


| of the case or any 


! 


| voles was 


rated by the affidavits of two or more citizens, 
but the majority ask the House to infer that 
such returns and such affidavits were made 
from those counties where votes have been 
rejected. The Governor in his certificat 
not profess to have acted upon any 
such view of the jaw. 
does not pretend that the act of rejecting | 

as the act of the returning | 


consisting of the Governor, attorney g reneral, 


In that case | 
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jurisdiction to examine into 





and secretary of State, but as the act of the 
Governor himself. 

| revert for a moment to the statement of the 
minority in their report, that it was conceded 
by parties in the investigation and argument 
before the committee that no evidence was 
furnished to the Governor of fraud and vio 
lence, and that he could not. therefore claim 
the returns of the 
election made by the judges of the elections, 
and there will be no dispute of the fact I am 
about to state, that it never was pret nuded by 
Mr. Clarke or his counsel tha: any such re 
turns of fraud and violence had been made to 
the Governor. When this case was argued by 
Mr. counsel before the ‘ommiuttee, 
there was no claim whatever that fe. such evi 
dence had been furnished to the Governor by 
the election judges onthe affidavits of citizens. 

I call attention also to the fact that under 
section thirty four of the laws of Texas, no 
certificate of election is required to be given 
.o any officer of his election, as shown by the 
return of the votes, but the statement of the 
vote is to be published in the official State 
journal, and the Governor is required to issue 


Clarke’s 


commissions to such officers as are required by 
law to be commissioned, showing clearly that 
officers of the State of Texas are em- 
braced in this section. 

Mr. Speaker, having but a very limited time 
in which to submit my remarks in support of 
the minority report, I will, in conclusion, invite 
the attention of the House to what appears to 
me to be the principles which ought to be re 

irded in this case. We ought to decide such 
& question as this on the principles of law and 
right, according to the facts. We should rise 
above any personal or party considerations, and 

hould now, if we bave not dene so before, take 
such a course as will establish the confidence 
of the country in the freedom of election, and 
that returning officers of elections, whether 
Governors or more humble officers, shall be 
taught by the precedent and exauiple of this 
House that for purposes of their own or for 
purposes of a party, or with aview to promote 
the interests ot a friend or to punish an enemy, 
they shall not arbitrarily mutilate and falsify 
the returns of elections and reverse the decis- 
ions of the people by throwing out the votes 
of whole counties, as was done in this case, 
regardless of law and of the rights of the peo- 
pie. Unless we do this we admit as Repre- 
sentative on this floor a man never sent here 
by the votes of the district he claims to repre- 
sent. 

I now yield to my colle: 
[Mr. Farnsworru. | 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
my colleague yields five 

The SPEAKER. 
minute to yie ld. 

Mr. RICE, of Illinois. 
the balance of my time. 
four minutes left. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
suggestion to the 
it in one minute. 

Mr. HOAR. Uow munch remains of the half 
hour which it was agreed should be allowed for 


alone 


gue from Illinois, 


I understand that 
minutes to me. 

The gentleman has only 
one 
I leave my colleague 
I understood I had 


I desire to make a 
House, but I cannot well do 


debate before calling the previous question ? 
[ propose to give one half of the hour which 
will remain after the previous question is 


seconded to the gentlemen on the other side. 

»: SPEAKER. The Chair was notified 
that but one minute remained. He finds that 
there slight mistake. The gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Rice) has three minutes to 
yield, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to offer a 
resolution similar to the one adopted by the 
House in the case of Mr. Covode, of Pennsyl- 
vania, which will send this case back to the 
Committee of Elections, with dire¢ 
try the case on its merits and make 
report to the House. 

Now, if it is 
authorizes the 


was a 


tions to 
their 


Texas 
bot 


the law of 
State 


that 
rnor of 


true 


Gove that 





ea i Mk 28 ie Lars 


spent agtanternst since niiaeliamer Pyare 


oa a RIREgC 
<a 


’ 


: 
A 
' 
: 
. 3 
. 
; 


a a ea 
SOE Rani D Mat tn ee 


a 


ms 


~— 
7 


oe 


*, WESRAG pes 


ere 


O Gew 


Xs 


: 
; 


ee 








342 


only to canvass the votes, but to eliminate and 


cut them off, and try the contested case there, 
thus usurping the powers and duties of this 
House, it 18 vertheless the fact that in this 
case hie has not followed the statute of the 


State of Texas 
twenty third sect 


‘As soon? 


; forthe statute requires, in the 
ym, that— 


a poss 


ble after the expiration of the 


time of making the returns of the election for Rep- 
resentatives in Congress, a certificate of the returns 
of the election for such Representatives shall be 
entered on record by the secretary of State, and 

l by the Governor, and acopy thereof, sub- 
aorived by said officers, shall be delivered to the 
pereon so elected, and another copy transmitted to 
the louseof Representatives of the Congress of the 
United States.”’ 


Now, that requires that he shall make a com 


plete return to the House of Representatives, 
sending up the facts upon which be acts in dis- 
franchi-ing a county, or counting or not count 
ing it ease may be. He has not 


d@ne that in this case, but has simply sent up 


vole, a ne 


the result of his count, and nothing more. 
Mr. HOAR. ‘The gentleman will allow me 
to call his attention to the fact that he has not 


read the law, exc@pt one section. A later 
section of the law provides for exactly such a 
table as the Governor has sent up. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Section twenty-six, 
by virtue of which, I understand, it is held by 
the committee that this law of Texas applies 
to the election of members of Congress, reads 
as follows: 


Sro. 26. That the provisions of this act, except 


as totho time of holding elections, shall apply to 
tho clection of all officers whose election is not 
otherwise provided for.” 

Now, sir, that evidently applies to officers 
of the State, and not to members of Congress. 

Mr. HOAR. Lam sure the gentleman does 
not wish to misrepresent, and that he will 
allow me to say that unless the thirty-third, 
thirty-fourth, and thirty-fifth sections of this 
law apply to members of Congress, there is 
no provision for transmitting the vote for mem- 
bers of Congress to the Governor, or to any- 
body, no provision for counting the votes, anc 
no provision for any person to make out cre- 


dentials at all. The gentleman has not rea 
this law. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Oh yes; I have 


read the law, and | have done something more 
than read the law, I have understood it; and 
I doubt very much whether all the members 
of the Committee of [Elections did. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HOAR. 
tion, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Lask to have read 
the resolution which I desire to offer as a sub- 
stitute for the resolution reported by the com- 
mittee. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


| now move the previous ques- 


Resolved, That the contested-clection case from 
the third congressional district of Texas be recom- 
mitted to the Committee of Elections, with instruc- 
tions to report upon the merits of the case, who is 
entitled to represent said districtin this House, with 
authority to nake regulations to govern the mode 
of conducting the contest and taking the testimony. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. That is precisely 
like the resolution which was adopted by the 
House in the case of Covode, from Pennsyl- 
vania, where we had no certificate, just as we 
have none here. 


Mr. HOAL. In this case there is not any 


official notice before the House or before the || a half of time should be divided between the | 





previous qnestion will not be sustained. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
previous question will embrace the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Illinois? 

TheSPEAKER. Itwill, of course, embrace 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Illinois. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not understand that the 
resolution of the gentleman from Illinois is 
before the House at all. 

The SPEAKER. 


chusetts yielded to his colleague on the com- 


mittee [Mr. Rice] with the right to his col- | 


league to offer an amendment. 

Mr. HOAR. I did not. 
purpose of debate only. , 

The SPEAKER. Then, under those cir- 
cumstances, the amendment of the gentleman 
from I}linois is not in order. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. This is too import- 
ant a matter, one which we have to decide upon 
our oaths as judges, to be crammed down our 
throats in half an hour. 

Mr. HOAR. 1 call the gentleman to order. 


I do not understand that he is entitled to thrust | 


|| his remarks before the House out of order any 

more than any other member of the House. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Lam called upon to 

| act as a judge in this case. 

| Mr. HOAR. The arrangement as to the 
length of time for debate was made with the 

| minority of the committee, and they have mani- 

| fested no desire to depart from it. They are 
amply capable of understanding the question. 

|} Mr. FARNSWORTH. I do not propose to 

| be manacled either by the majority or by the 

| minority. I must vote here on my oath as a 

| judge 

| Mr. POTTER. 
vious question will include the amendment 
of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Farns- 

| worth? | 

| TheSPEAKER. It will not. 

| Mr. RANDALL. L[appeal to the record to 
show that the gentleman from Massachusetts 

| made no condition whatever when he yielded 
the floor. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair is bound to take | 
| the statement of the gentleman who is entitled | 
| to the floor as to how he yields it. The gen- | 


| tleman from Massachusetts who reported this 
resolution was entitled to one hour. He stated 
| that he should occupy but half an hour, and 
divide it with his colleagues on the committee 
| on the opposite side of the question. It is for 
|| him to state upon what conditions that yielding 
|| was made, and of course the Chair is bound to 
| protect him in his rights. Of course it is for 
|| the House to decide whether it will sustain his 
| demand for the previous question. Should 
| the House not second the demand for the pre- 
| vious question, then the subject will be open to 
amendment. 
|| Mr. RICE, of Illinois. I wish to say that 
| there was an understanding with the majority 
and the minority of the Committee of Elections 
inregardto the time to be occupied in debate, 
, and that the time was to be equally divided. 
| There was no understanding that we should 
not offer any amendment or make any other 
| motion in the time allotted tous. It was an 
unconditional arrangement that one hour and 


Committee of Elections that there is any con- || majority and the minority. 


test at all, and the result of the adoption of 
this resolution will be to drive out a member 
who has credentials stronger than those of nine 
tenths of the members of this House, and leave 
him to wait indefinitely until some one comes 
in and contests the seat. I object, therefore, 
that the amendment of the gentleman is out 
of order. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Will not the gen- 
tleman, afier those remarks, allow me to reply 
to him? : 

Mr. HOAR. 
Vivus question. 


| The SPEAKER. 
| bound to enforce the statement of the gentle- 


Not now. Idemand the pre- | 


The Chair is, of course, 


| man who vielded the floor. 
Mr. RANDALL. The Chair, it seems to 


the time the gentleman yielded the floor. 
The SPEAKER. 
statement at that time upon that point. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. If the gentleman from 


j 
1 
| 
| 


|| Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] does not admit the 


motion of the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. 
ce | hope the previous question 
will be voted down, as it should be voted down, 


The gentleman made no | 
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Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then I hope the || 


I would inquire if the || 


That depends upon the | 
question whether the gentleman from Massa- 


I yielded for the || 


I would inquire if the pre- | 


| 








| because it is a misunderstanding, and toe 
|| force it would be very unjust. - 
Mr. HOAR. I understand the gentlem 

| representing the minority of the Committee 7 
| Elections [Mr. Rice] agrees with me in reo. 


ar 

to the arrangement about the time; io . 
the same time it is manifestly just that jf any 
|| considerable number of the y 


| , members of the 
|| House desire to vote upon the mode of dispog. 


| ing of this question suggested by the gentle. 
|| man from Illinois, (Mr. Farnsworrg] they 
should have theopportunity. I will therefore 
consent that his motion shall be regarded ne 
|| made and pending, and then I will call the 
previous question. 
The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 
| The SPEAKER. The first question js on 
the motion of the gentleman from IJlinoig 
{Mr. Farnsworrg, |] torecommit this case, with 
instructions, to the Committee of Elections, 
Mr. HOAR. I propose to yield for half 
| an hour to the two gentlemen who signed the 
| minority report, and who have not yet spoken 
{Mr. Anraur and Mr. Merricx.] They may 
divide the time as they please. 1 yield to the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [ Mr. ARTHOR. 


QUALIFICATION OF A MEMBER. 


Aaron A. SARGENT presented himself ang 
was duly sworn as the member-elect from the 
second congressional district of the State of 
California. 

TEXAS ELECTION—W. T. CLARKX, 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
Texas election case—W. T. Clarke. 
|| TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken. 

tucky [Mr. ArtHuR| is entitled to the floor for 
|| thirty minutes. 


|| Mr. ARTHUR. 





I will yield ten minutes 
of my time to the gentleman from Maryland, 
|| [Mr. Merrick.] my colleague on the Com- 
mittee of Elections. 

Mr. MERRICK. My duty as a member of 
the Committee of Elections is to inquire and 
ascertain what questions of law are involved 
in this inquiry. We all concede that if a party 
really has a certificate of election he is en- 
\| titled prima facie, under the rules of this 
House, to be sworn in. The minority of the 
Committee of Elections, acting upon their best 
judgment, have come to the conclusion that 
there is here no prima facie case on the part 
of Mr. Clarke, who holds the supposed and 
|| nominal certificate from the Governor of Texas. 
That paper, called a certificate, upon its face 
declares that, in the judgment of the Governor, 
|| there was no election whatever. He goes on 
|| to state that under the constraint of the provis- 
ions of the Federal law he gives the certificate 
|| to this man to escape the penalties of the law 
|| as against himself, while, in his own judgment, 
|| no man whatsoever has been elected to this 
Congress from that district. 

Now, will it be said that that is a certificate 
‘| in favor of Mr. Clarke, when the Governor 
makesthe solemn asseveration that he does 
not believe he was elected to this Congress, 
that he does not believe that any man was 

elected from that district, that he believes the 
whole election was false, fraudulent, and void? 
He says upon the face of this so-called certifi: 
cate that he gives the certificate toa man hav- 
ing the smallest number of votes in order to 
escape the penalty with which he is threatened 
under the Federalelection law. Then he goes 
on to give the certificate, although in the very 
face of the facts in the case, for it appears that 
the man as against whom he gives the certificate 
has a majority of the votes cast at that election; 








| me, should be bound by the statement made at || and to justify that, he usurps, in the face of the 


law of Texas, authority to count out the votes 
of certain counties of that State, without hav- 
ing complied with the prerequisites of the 
Texas law giving him jurisdiction to count out 
votes of counties. ' 
The whole certificate, therefore, is upon 1ts 
face false, nugatory, and void. The twenty: 
third section of the I'exas election law requires 


1872. 


= 





that the | 
nolls sha 
rs . 
ment of 
the Gov 
nesses W 


fraud, V 


yeen Use 
ertificat 
pas2d uy 
dered to 
Governc 
vote. 
Govern¢ 
canvass 
vote. | 
the op 
cended 
a nullit 
several 
be coun 
Govern 
certilic 
exclud: 
to do 8 


QoQ ¢ 


he assu 
is OD 
turns 1 
tificate 
certilic 
exciud 
author 
ical 1 
Giddir 
ernor 
the fut 
that tl 
Mr. 6 
Mr 
permi 
Mr. 
Mr. 
whetl 
the e 
he de 
count 
Mr 
but 
13 pa 
tifica 
cone 
to al 
entit 
evidi 
lt 
very 
ern 
ques 
law 
vote 
ern 
tion 
pec 
vide 
gen! 
the 
whx 
sea 
ow! 
leg: 


to: 








, 10, 


—" 


to ep. 


ttee of 
regard 
Ut at 
if ahy 
of the 
MS pog. 
entle. 
they 
Tefore 
ded ag 


il] the 
nd the 


18 On 
linoig, 
e, With 
ons, 
Ir half 
ed the 
Oken, 
y may 
to the 
R. } 


if and 
m the 
ite of 


of the 


. Ken- 
or for 


inutes 
yland, 
Con- 


er of 
e and 
‘olved 
party 
13 en- 
" this 
if the 
r best 
1 that 
> part 
1 and 
exas, 
3 face 
‘rnor, 
es on 
rovis- 
ficate 
e law 
nent, 
) this 


ficate 
prnor 
does 
Tess, 
was 
s the 
roid? 
rtifi- 
hav- 
er to 
ened 
goes 
very 
that 
icate 
ion; 
f the 
rates 
hav- 
the 
out 


n its 
nty- 
lires 


1872. 


that the judges of the election at the separate 

vig shall, if there be any cause for impeach- 
‘ent of the election at their polls, furnish to 
‘4. Governor affidavits of disinterested wit- 


} 
the 
jesaes Who may come forward to prove that 
f-sud, violence, oppression, and terror have 
sen used at the polls. It is only when this 





ite, furnished by the judges of election, 


ortill 
Ws 


ered to him that the law of Texas gives the 
Governor any right whatever to canvass the 
gote. In the absence of such evidence, the 
Governor has usurped the power to make this 
sanvass and this supposed purgation of the 
cote. The minority of the committee are of 
the opinion that in so doing he has trans- 


ended his lawful authority; that his act is || 
that the vote as returned by the)! 


nullity ; 
seared judges of election is the true vote to 
be counted and respected by this House. 
Governor has furnished this vote, and as his 
certilicate shows that he has undertaken to 
exclude a portion of that vote without authority 
‘9 do so under the law in pursuance of which 
he assumes to be acting, his act of exclusion 
is a nullity. The vote which he himself re- 


turns in detail and makes a part of the cer- | 


ifeate, showsthat the certificate is void. T'he 
certificate itself shows that he has assumed to 
exclude a part of the returns without legal 
au(horityto make such exclusion. The numer- 
ical majority of the votes is in favor of Mr. 
Giddings, the manas against whom the Gov- 
ernor has attempted to seat Mr. Clarke. Upon 
the fuce of the certificate, therefore, it appears 


that the certificate should have been given to | 


Mr. Giddings. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Will the gentleman 
permit me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. MERRICK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to know 
whether the Governor has sent here any of 


the evidences (if there were any) upon which || 


he determined to exclude the votes of certain 
nntiag? 
counties : 

Mr. MERRICK. He has sent up nothing 
but this tabular statement of the votes, which 
ig part and parcel of his certifiente. The cer- 
tificate itself gives a contradiction to the legal 


conclusion which the Governor has sought | 


to arrive at, that Mr. Clarke is prima facie 
entitled tothe seat. He has not sent up the 
evidence on which he acted 

lhe gentleman from lilinois [Mr. Rice] has 


very properly made the point that the Gov- || 


ernor bad no power to determine this legal 


questior, but that it was his duty under the || 


law of Texas to send up the return of all the 
votes in order that this House, not the Gov- 
ernor, should judge of the validity of the elec- 
tion. The law of Texas upon this subject is 
peculiar, and it is wise, inasmuch as it pro 
vides that the returns of the election shall be 
sent here that this body may have before it 
the whole evidence from which it may judge 
who is and who is not rightfully entivled to the 
seat. Tne Governor has furnished out of his 


own mouth evidence to contradict the supposed | 
legal conclusion to which he has endeavored || it is Mr. Giddings. 


to arrive. 
The minority of the committee, therefore, 


have come to the conchision that upon a legal | 


scrutiny of this certificate so called, its opera- 


tion and effect are directly the reverse of what 


the Governor intends ; that, in other words, if 
it bea certificate at all, the proper legal con- 


clusion to be drawn from all the facts which 
are spread upon the face of this certificate is 
that Mr. Giddings has the prima facie right to 


the seat. 


The limitation of time prevents me from | 
g0lng at large into this argument, and I shall | 
As I under- 
stand, and as the minority of the committee 
have stated in their report, it was averred on 
the part of those representing the quasi con- 
tesiant in this case, and not denied on the part 


make only one further remark. 


of the gentleman claiming to hold the certifi- 


ific a 
-2] upon such affidavits, is made and ten- || 


The | 
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} i 
| requisites, the affidavits required to be fur- || 
| nished by the judges of the election to enable | 
| the Governor to entertain jurisdiction for the 
| purpose of canvassing and purging the poll | 
upon allegations of fraud, were not in point of 


| never did attach to him to make that canvass, 


canvass his usurpation is a void act, and the 
| canvass of votes as returned stands as the || 
|| prima facie case before this body, showing || 
| that Mr. Giddings, and not Mr. Clarke, has || 
| the apparent majority of votes, and therefore || 
is entitled prima facie, 80 faras there can bea 
|| prima facie case in that which is no case at all, 
| to be qualified and take a seat upon this floor. 
I yield now to my colleague ot the minority 
of the committee, having no time to enter into | 
|| this case, and I must be allowed to say that it || 


| 


| is a matter of regret that in these cases which || 
| ought to beconsidered calmly and judicially by 
| this body we are limited by the previous ques: | 
|| tion, so that the merits of the controversy going 
|| to the representation of this people are cut off || 
| from full and intelligent statement for the | 
\| action of this body. 1] 
| Mr. ARTHUR. I now yield for five min- | 
'| utes to the gentleman from Illinois. 
| Mr. FARNSWORTH. The gentleman from | 
|| Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] says that there is || 
|| no contest in this case. I do not know whether | 
|| that istrue or not. I suppose that itistrue or | 
|| he would not have said it. 
|| Mr. HOAR. I did not say that, but that || 
|| there was no contest appearing officially before 
the Committee of Elections. 1] 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. But it does not mat- || 
| ter whether it is so or not. There was no no- 
tice of contest inthe case of Covode from Penn- | 
sylvania. And why? Because no man had || 
the certificate. And that is thiscase. No man 


| 


| 

| is entitled prima facie to the seat, as no man || 
has the certificate. What is the proper plan? || 
| 

| 





|| It is for this House to say who shall serve 


|| notice of contest. As in the case of Covode 
|| vs. Foster, it is proposed that the Committee || 
\| of Elections shall have confided to it the sole || 
|| power to inaugurate the contest and to make 
|| such rules and regulations as they may see fit. 
Such course is proposed here as was pursued || 
|| in the case of Covode and Foster, where the || 
| Governor of Pennsylvania was in doubt and || 
| declined to give the certificate to either of the | 
| parties. 
|| ‘The Governor of Texas says the same thing 
|| in this case. He says thatin his opinion he 
ought not to give the certificate to eitheit of | 
|| these parties. He says that the election was || 
| conducted in such a manner that neither of | 
| these two claimants is entitled to the certificate, 
| but, from his understanding of the law, he 
|| thought it was necessary for him to give some || 
person a certificate. He therefore made out 
|| this paper, by which he has certified that Mr. 


1 
| 





Clarke is elected. and immediately afterward | 


|| certifies that neither of them is elected, and | 
\| then, by the schedule of votes accompanying | 
the paper, he shows that if anybody is elected | 
It does seem to me, there- 
| fore, that it is not impertinent for a member 
of this House, who is required to sit here and 
judge on his oath as to the merits of this con- || 
troversy, to propose the resolution which [ || 
have offered, but, on the contrary, I think it is | 

| 

| 














rather impertinent on the part of any com- || 
mittee of this House to require that I should 
vote yea or nay upon a particular resolution in 
behalf of some particular person, without any 
opportunity on my part to move an amendment 
|| in order to test the real sense of the House. 
Mr. Speaker, this is no ordinary matter of 
legislation. It is a question to be decided on 
our oaths as to the right of parties to seats upon 
the floor of this House, and I am not for one 
to be putintoa “straight jacket’’ and required || 
to vote yea or nay on any resolution coming || 
from any committee, and prevented by the call 
of the previous question from amending it in || 





cate of the Governor, that these necessary pre- |] accordance with the opinion of the majority |! 


of the House. 
go back to the Committee of Elections to decide 
the case upon its merits? 
is there for not taking that course? 
ing to trust it to that committee. 

| fact furnished. Therefore the jurisdiction itself |} same thing in the case of Covode against Fos- 
ter, from Pennsylvania. 
| and having usurped the authority to make the || seat these parties in the House? 
necessity for it? 
mittee may afterwards say that there is nocon- 
testant, that there was no service of the proper 
notice of contest, and that therefore the other 
claimant shall be debarred from making any 
contest? 
tions thrown out from the Committee of ELlee- 
tions. 
case go back to the Committee of Elections to 
be decided upon its merits. 


343 


eee Rasen 


Why not let the whole matter 
What good reason 

{ain will- 
We did the 
What is the haste to 


he What is the 
Is it in order that the com- 


1 should judge so from the intima: 


Let there be ao fair trial. and let thig 


If we are to act upon a principle advanced 


by the committee, then we are hereafter to al- 
low Governors of States to elect members of 


Congress upon this floor. It it be done inthis 
case it will not be the only instance. If the 


Governor of ‘exas may send up a certificate 
upon which a member is seated upon this floor 
without regard to the merits of the case, then 
it may be that we may have a majority here 
| seated in the same way. 


I know that it may 
be answered that we all come here upon cer- 


tificates from the Governors of the States, but, 


sir, we do not come here upon any such cer- 
tificate as that now in question. The certifi- 
cates upon which we come here are certificates 
in accordance with the records in the offices 
of the various secretaries of States. But if 
you leave the Governor of ‘l'exas and all 
other Governors to decide who is elected, 
otherwise than bythe returns of the canvass- 
ers, you may change majorities in this House 
by getting in parties who happen to be polit- 


| ically of the complexion of the Governors of 


the several States. 

Mr. ARTHUR.. Mr. Speaker, on the first 
day of the session, the gentleman from Iowa, 
{ Mr. McCrary, ] coinciding with the previous 
conclusion of the Clerk of the House, Mr. Mo- 
Pherson, presented to the House the creden- 
tials of William T. Clarke, claiming aseat from 


| the third district of l'exas, which he stated 


were not in the usual form. Whereupon, the 
House, by its order, referred the same to the 
Committee of Elections. 

By the third and fourth sections of the act 
of July 11, 1870, laws of Texas, it is made the 
duty of the Governor to appoint a registrar for 


| each organized county in the State, and lilke- 


wise a board of revision and appeals, to consist 
of three persons, who by virtue of their said 
offices, are declared to be the legal judges of 
election. In Texas the elections for members 
of the Forty Second Congress were held only 
at the respective county seats of eacli county, 
and the polls were open four consecu'ive days 
from eight o'clock a. m. to five o'clock p. m., 
and the voting conducted by ballot. 

And it is provided in the Texas act of 
August 15, 1870: 

‘**Sec. 33. That immediately upon the close of tho 
polls on the last day of the election, the judges of 


election at each poll, or voting place, shall proceed 
to count the ballots in the presence of the registrar 


| and two citizens of the county, and make a list of all 


the names of the persons and officers voted tor, the 
number of votes for each person, the number of bal- 
lots in the box, and the number of ballots rejected, 
and the reasons therefor. Said statement shall bo 
made in triplicate, and each copy thereof shull be 
signed and sworn to by the judges of election and by 
the registrar, The registrar or board of election 


| shall inclose in an envelope of strong paper orcloth, 


securely sealed, one copy of guch atatement from cach 
poll, and one cupy of the list of persons voting at 
each poll, and one copy of any statements as to vio 

lence or disturbance, bribery or corruption, or other 
offenses specified in section twenty-nine of this act, 
if any there be, together with all memoranda and 


| tally-list’ used in making the count and statement 


of the votes, and shal! send such packago by mail, 
properly and plainly addressed to the Seeretary of 
State. The registrar or board of elections shall send 
a second copy of said statement to the Governor of 
the State by the next most safe and spf edy mode of 
conveyance, and shall retain the third copy in his 
OWD possession.”’ 


The persons by whom, and the means by 





ey. 





IS APES Bh Se 


eens 





ed 


ee 


which 3s House is to be primarily advised | 
of the result of an election for Congress in the 
State yf lex i resp sctively designat: i 
and defined in the twenty-third section of the 
lexas a August 15, 1870, of the tenor 
f . 
' That a i I ible after the exp 
D making the return if the 
r Lepresent e in Congress, a certilicate 
f { ich Represe ifive shall be en 
i ! vwrd by the secretary of State, and signed 
jovernor, and a copy thereof, subscribed by 
said ef . Shall be delivered to the person 80 
ted, and another coy r mitted to the House 
f Rey entatives of the Congre of the United 
States, ted to th i eof, 

[his act in extenso is vyhat voluminous, 
consisting of sixt ectio . covering a muiti 
plicity of details mainly local and police in 
t mn, but, | submit, in no 

nee releval ( l ot material to the 

per adju i } ) purely technical 
juestion ] Lf i tie under the con 
sideration of the committee and the Hous: 

lhe foregoing quota is of Texas law being 
agcerta 1, as of the premises underlying the 
questo oived further investigation of 
the record committee and the House 
a ‘ ‘ ile tf uncontroverted 

n “ar I joint resolution of the 
Legislature State of Texas, approved 

lay 2, IS71, and f the proclamation of the 

Governor, an election was held on the 8d, 4th, 
Sth, and 6th days of October, A. D. 1871, in 
the third district, and in each and every county 
thereof, ior hey esenta ein the Forty-Second 
Congres 3 

The third district composed of the twent 
three counties named as follows: Austin, 


Bosque, Brazoria, bBrazo Ialls, 
Fort Bend, I’reestone, Galveston, Grimes, Har 
ris, Hill, Leon, Limestone, Madison, Mata- 
gorda, McLennan, Milam, Montgomery, Na 
varro, Robertson, Walker, and Washington. 

The candi 


> 
B irieson, 


lates voted tor throughout the dis 
trict were Messrs. W. T’.Clarke, D. C. Giddings 
and L. W. Stevenson. 

by an authenticated py ol the 
record in the office of secretary ot 
State of Texas, as attested by Kd 
Governor, and J. EK. Oldright, act 
of State, and unimpeached and 
Dy either of the 


returns ol 
of the 
iward J. Davis, 
ing secretary 
incontradicted 
Claimants, it 18 
duly 


state 


established 
made and 
county in the 
returns 80 made, recorded, 


that the election returns were 
recorded from each and « very 
district, and by the 
and attested the 





vole in the district stands as 
tollow 
inne (hid mgr. 

Austin pecccecsece . basa 1.348 
Bosqu ; ‘ 7 157 
Brazoria..... Boo) 8b 
Brazos........ . , 1,050 1,233 
Burleson... j ‘ ; 2 1; er) 
Falls : 9 
Fort Bend...... 1,207 5 
Freestone — SU 1,147 
Galveston ......... . 4 i ) 
Grimes ......... seal 1 OMS l 
llarris ss > O83 1.6.) 
Hill ss nesegusces : 9 ie) 49 
L n oe spanes ° ows LO 
Limestone........ 28 1,153 
Madison iawetietes bearenbebens lol 429 
Matagorda eecece » ; _— v4 151 

sLennan....... ; . in sebbeeta ae 1,520 
Milam =e with 209 976 
Montgomery siiiaiial 543 96 
Navarro ie : : YS] 1,000 
Robertson oncene . 1,144 1,373 
Walker ; 848 720 
W ashington......cco...cccese _ 2,535 110 

20,067 21,087 


It will be borne in mind that bv the 
third section of the T. xa ict of 
August, 1870, the Governor and the 
of State are 
certificate of returns, entered of 
office of the secretary of 
the means by which this 


tweuty 
15th 


secretary 


the 


the pers 


record in the 
State composes 


House and the Clet 


‘A 


thereof are to be primarily advised of the 
result of congressional elections in the State 
of Texas, and upon this evidence, the only 


proper evidence in the case, I[ 
it is patent that D. C 


submit that 
Giddings received the 


and a copy of the | 
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greatest number of votes cast, and a clear 
majority of 1,070 votes over Wonks 

If there was nothing referred to the com 
mittee in this case and nothing before the 
House but that authenticated copy of the re- 
turns of record in the office of the secretary 
of State of the State of Texas, conformed as 
it substantially is to the rule fixed by the 
State law, whereby primarily to ascertain the 
prima facie title to a seat in this House by a 
claimant from that State, then a candid mind 
would be at a loss to discover anything for con 
troversy in the record submitted to the com 
mittee and now under the consideration of 
the House, and our task would be of easy solu- 
tion. 

}ut whatever may be the opinion of the 
House as to whether that comprehends all 
which it is material or proper to be consid 
ered in the pending question, his Excellency 
Kdward J. Davis, the Governor of Texas, has 


certified of record are wholly immaterial and | 


support of the existence of the acts of publ 
acted upon the opinion that the returns as || functionaries, 


ae a os ee 


1 —: 
from the county of Limestone, 28 for Clary, 
Clarke. 1,153 for Giddings: 
Total rejection of Clarke’s votes ie 1 Con 
Total rejection of Giddings’s votes............. 3'om 


Now, the doctrine is well settled that every 
voter, admitted by theregular officers autho, 
ized to decide the question at the polls, mus: }; 


considered legally qualified until the contran 
be affirmatively proven. (Botts vs. Jones. : 
Election Cases, p. 73.) Prima facie it j 


be taken that none but the votes of qualified 
voters have been received by officers w hose 
sworn duty it is to reject all others. This prin 
ciple has been unanimously affirmed by a com 
mittee of this House as a basis of future actor 
(New Jersey case, 2 Election Cases, p. 24 
That fraud is never to be presumed, ig g 
maxim, not only of law, but of common sense, 
Not only the legal presumption, therefore, which 
is ever against the existence of fraud, and in 
LIC 
but that stronger pre sumption 
which arises from the oaths of public agents, 


inconclusive, and that the true test to the right | || acting in view of the most stringent obligations. 


to the seat in this House is not in the number 

of votes counted at the polls and returned by 
the judges of election and of record in the 
office of the secretary of State, but in the votes 
arbitrarily counted or rejected by him in his 
office at the city of Austin, forty days afier 
the final event of the election. 


If the Governor is right, then the twenty 
third section of the Texas act of August 15, 
1870, is a nullity, and the Governor is the sole 


arbiter of all prima facie title to a seat in this 
House, and he may manipulaie, mutilate, or 
garble the returns of the judges of election 
re cords of the secretary of State, an- 
nul the ballot, stifle the voter, distranchise the 
people, will make and unmake Kepre 
ipon this floor 


and the 


und at 
entatives 

Ms oolten ot the 
utmost gravity 


Governor is of the 
, and should receive the consid 

ation due it. his measure of consideration 
| have endeavored t ,and | am recalled 
from the fruiiless investigation by the non- 
existence of any my or usage, Federal or 
State, local o1 gene ral, which gives even color, 
far less authority, to e doctrine. 
cases have arisen in 
the jurisdiction of this House, 
ors of States under State 
excepti ynal, inve them wi h judicial or 
quasi judicial authority, have refused certifi- 
cates, revoked certificates, and issued alias 
certificates upon affidavits and proof commun- 


give jt 


Ano naious 
, and within 
here Govern- 
ee more or less 


this count 


sting 


icated to the House by the Governor. But 
where the State law, constituting the Gov- 


ernor a mere ministerial agent to certify the 
recorded returns of election, is clear, coim- 
plete, and positive, as in the Texas statute, no 


well-considered case has been found adjudging | 


right in the Governor to usurp judicial fune- 


tions, arbitrarily purge the polls, and count in | 


and count out votes, not to make his certificate 
fit the returns of election, but to make the 
election returns fit the certificate which, right 
or wrong, he may have predetermined to give. 
If any such precedent has ever arisen, it 
could only have had its rise in times of revolu 
tion and alarm, amid scenes of social conval 


sion, when the reason of-the law was paralyzed | 


by the clash of arms and the pestilence of in- 
novation. And now, at a time when the whole 


horizon of political morality should be clearing || 


up, and the convalescence of public order uni- 
versally fostered, the honor and safety of the 
country require that such ill-omened precedent, 
if such there be, should have over it cast the 
charitable but inexorable mantle of oblivion. 

The House w 
ing the paper referred to the committee, that | 


must be considered as supporting the retury 
of the officers of election. (Littell vs. Robbins, 
2 Election Cases, p. 141.) 

In Switzler vs. Anderson, (Digest Election 
Cases, p. 374,) the secretary of State who, by 
the law of aca was to open the returns 


and cast up the votes given for members of 


Congress, refused to open and cast up the votes 
given in the county of Calloway, upon the 
ground that there had not been a proper regis. 
tration in that county, but opened and cast up 
the votes given in the other counties 


in the 
district: and as Anderson held a majority of 


the votes given in those counties, the secre 

tary of State gave Anderson the certificate of 
election. And in view of this state of facts 
the Committee of Elections and the House, ip 
the report made by the le arne od gentle man from 
Vermont, [Mr. PoLanp,] judicially reaffirmed 
and applied the rule shah ig to govern this 
class of cases in the following terms: 

‘ The law is entirely settled that statute certifying 
officers can only make their certificates evidence of 
the facts which the statute requires them to certify; 
that when they undertake to go beyond this, and 
certify other facts, they are unofficial and no more 
evidence thi in the stateme nt of any unofficial per 
son,” * * ** The case is equally clear 
that the secretary of State had no lega’ power to g 
behind the returns that were certified to him bytbe 
county clerks of the votes in their respective coun- 
ties, or behind the returns of the registration off 
cers. He was a mere canvassing officer, to open and 
count the votes that upon the face of the returnsa 
peared to have been regularly cast. Thecommittee 
therefore, regard the action of the secretary of State 
in rejecting ‘the vote of Calloway county as wholly 
illegal and unauthorized, and that he should have 
counted the votes of that county, and have giv 
the certificate of election to Switzler, the contestant, 
so that the position of the parties to this contest 
should have been reversed.’ 





Contessedly upon mere hearsay proof the 
Governor, under the head of ‘‘ remarks,”’ set 
opposite the figures of the vote in those re- 
spective counties in the certified statement of 
the record of returns, alleged, by way of com 
punctious self- -justification « of his ex xtraordinary 
rejection of those votes, various irregularities 
and disorders, all of which are traversed | 
Giddings, and no proof pro or con staniesilie 
under the order of reference to the committee 


| But it is nowhere pretende d that any of these 


‘‘remarks,’’ allegations, or charges were con- 
tained in or countenanced by the retur: 
the judges of election as entered of re cord i 


| the office of the secretary of State and cop ied 


| 


rill not fail to observe by inspect- } 


in the sworn and certified returus of the third || 


district the Governor rejects the votes from the 
county of Brazos, 1,050 for Clarke, 
Giddings: also, the votes irom the county of 
Bosque, 77 for Clarke, 457 for Giddings; also, 
the votes from the county of Freestone, 780 | 
for Clarke, 1,147 for Giddings; 


j 
| 
| 


1,283 for | 


i 


| therefrom. 


| 


also, the votes |, legality of the proceedings. 


l therefore submit that the com 
mittee and the House should refuse to con: 
sider them, upon the ground that they are ex 
|| parte, coutroverted statements, mere allega 
tious, in the nature of accusations, unaccom 
panied by proof of any sort, unofficial, and 
hence in no way conducive to the solution of 
the pending question, however important they 
might become upon a hearing upon the merits. 

Until disproved, the returns of the county 
officers who conducted the election, ought to 
be respected as prima facie evidence of the 
It was so settled 
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py this House in the Virginia case of Bosset 
~ Bailey, (1 Election Cases, p. 255,) andI am 
a aware that the rule has ever since been 
disturbed. On the contrary, the rule was €X- 
ae adhered to, and judicially applied, by 
the majority report of the Committee of Elec: 
“ions, and by this House, as late as 1866, in 
the Pennsylvania case of Coffroth vs. Koontz. 
‘Digest Election Cases, p. 80.) To that report 
| find affixed the signatures of two gentlemen of 
great distinction and ability, then and now 


members of this House, the gentleman from 
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| 


| 


Massachusetts, [ Mr. Dawes, ] and the gentle- | 


man from Illinois, [Mr. Mars#att,] and in 
shat report, which was adopted by the House, 
they say: 

“ majority of the committee fully concur 
in The opinion of the said attorney general of 


Pennsylvania, and consider a return, certified by 
a majority of ‘ 
and valid return. 


claim ct 


But it is 


the county return, judges, as @ good | 


| 


| 


| 


j,on the part of Mr. Koontz, not only that || 


the act of the majority of the return judges in cer- | 


tifying these returns from Adams and Bedford is 
coid, but that the Committee of Elections and the 
House, in this investigation of the prima facie right 


to the seat, may not only go behind these returns | 


from Adams and Bedford, but also, in effect, behind 
the unanimous retarns of all the other counties of 
Franklin, Fulton, and Somerset, so far as the sol- 
diers’ vote is concerned, | The statement of such a 
proposition on an investigation of this kind would 
ceetn to be sufficient for its own refutation. It 
would be attempting to hear the case on the merits, 
without giving the claimants the opportunity of 
presenting their evidence in full, weuld be utterly 
disregarding all credentials, and would obliterate 
ijl distinction between a prima facie right on the 
certificates and papers from the proper certifying 
officers, and a claim founded on the merits in a full 
hearing of all the evidence that might be adduced 
by either claimant in support of his claim, : 
“Tt should be borne in mind that by the resolution 
f the House referring this case to the committee, the 
committee are restricted in their first examination 
and report to the prima facie right of either claim- 
ant to the seat; and the committee are to determine 
this from the certificates and papers referred to them, 
including always the admission of the claimants 
themselves before the committee; but only those 
papers are to be considered which come from the 


proper certifying officers, and which those officers || 


are authorized by law to make, and also which are 
pertinent tothecase. | 

“From the legal certificates and returns of the 
district and county boards of return judges in this 
case, nothing appears in relation to the rejection of 
any soldiers’ votes, and those who allege such rejec- 
tion are compelled to look outside of these certifi- 
cates and returns, and resort to papers and state- 
ments, which are not legitimate evidence on this 
investigation, and which, without further proof, 
would few, if any of them, be evidence of themselves 
on the hearing of a contest on the merits.” 


And again inthe Kentucky case, in 1867, of 
Blakey vs. Golladay, (Digest Election Cases, 
p. 417,) the committee and the House say by 
the distinguished gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Dawes; ] 


“Tn this the claimant has, in the opinion of the 
committee, wholly mistaken the functions of the 
board of canvassers. Thesole duty of the board is 
to ascertain the result when the polls closed on the 
day of election. They can in no way or particular 
change or alter that result, but only ascertain and 
make it known.”’ $ ® ¢ * ** The cer- 
tificate is not his title to his seat, but simply one 
form of evidence thereof. (Cushing’s Parliamentary 
Assemblies, 1050.) ’’ 


It is, however, by this extraordinary exec: 
utive process of counting out 8,990 votes 
returned for Giddings, and counting out only 
1,985 votes returned for Clarke, that his Ex- 
cellency the Governor reduces Giddings’s vote 
to the minority, and enlarges Clarke’s vote to 


the majority, whereon he bases the following 
certificate : 


GOVERNOR’s OFFICE, AUSTIN, 
November 15, 1871, 


This is to certify that on comparison of thereturns 
of votes cast at an election held in the third congres- 
sional district of the State of Texas on the 3d, 4th, 
5th, and 6th of October, A. D, 1871, provided for hy 
Joint resolution of the Legislature of said State 
of Texas, as approved May 2, 1871, I find that Hon. 
William T. Clarke was duly elected to represent the 
said congressional district of the State of Texas in the 
Congress of the United States for the term commenc- 
1Dg On the 16th day of March, A. D. 1871, and ending 
March 3, 1873. 

In giving this certificate, 1 wish to call attention 
to the attached certified statement of the vote cast 
in the third district, as returned, with grounds for 
rejecting certain returns. This is explanatory of 
my reasons for giving the foregoing certificate of 
election. According to my opinion, the numerous 
irregularities and instances of fraud and violence 


|| he (the Governor) is not warranted in giving 
|| @ certificate of election to either party, that 


|| it refers, it is not only unusual in form, but 
|| repugnant in substance, and vicious, contra 


340 








| 
during the election in the third district, reported | in their report in a celebrated case of a recent 
and proved to my satisfaction, would rather war- date— 


| rant a new election than the giving of a certificate os we a 
, No fraud’’"— 


to either parity. I have felt constrained by my 
I add, whether actual or constructive— 


inberprsration of the provisions of the State law on 
the subject of elections to reject many returns, and “ ; . 
should ever be sanctioned. When fraud appears it 
should defeat all who seek to take advantage of it 


| would have ane it none Pe regard the elec- 
tion asa nullity. Yet the act of Congress of May, 
& : y or attempt to shelter themselves behind it. In the 
| eye of the law, fraud spoils everything it touches; 


31, 1870, section twenty-two, seems to require that 
I should give a certificate to one of the candidates. ; 
In testimony whereof, I have caused the great | ¢VD the broad seal of a commonw ealth is crambled 
| seal of the State to be affixed, at the city of Austin, | inte dust, as against the interest designed to be de- 
’ || frauded. It is not protected by record, judgment, or 
| decree, but whenever and wherever it is detected its 


the date herein first above written. 
EDW ARD Js DAVIS, Governor. . : . 
disguises fall from around it, and it stands exposed 
| to the rebuke and condemnation of the law.’'—/os- 


By the Governor: 
| ter vs. Covode, Digest Election Cases, p. 522. 


J.E. OLDRIGHT, [ 
Acting Secretary of State. | 
Obviously, on the face of this paper, judged 
exclusive of the certified statement to which 





The first paragraph of the certificate (dated 
November 15, 1871) given to Hernpon of the 
first district, and who has just been seated by 
the House on the recommendation of the com 
mittee, is substantially identical with the first 
paragraph of the certificate in the case of the 
third district. And having certified therein 
that Hernpon was ‘‘ duly elected,’’ in the sec 
ond paragraph the Governor solemnly avers 
‘*there was not a fair election in that district, 
and it should be set aside,’’ and proceeds: 


“But I consider that I have no option under the 
act of Congress of May 31, 1870, section twenty-two, 
but must give the certificate to thecandidate having 
the largest number of votes returned here according 
| there has been no fair election, that Clarke has || to the forms of law.” 


not been duly elected, and that the facts war- || On the same day, in Clarke’s certificate, in 
rant a new election; but, notwithstanding there || the third district, the Governor had deliber- 
| has been no fair election, nobody elected, no- || ately affirmed that the act of Congress of May 
| body entitled to the certificate, and fraud and || 3i, 1870, ‘‘ seems to require that I should give 
| violence at the polls, that the act of Congress || a certificate of election to one of the candi 
| of May 31, 1870, seems to require him to give || date:.’’ If, as affirmed by the Governor in the 
a certificate of election to one of the candi- || Herndon certificate, in the first district ‘* he 
| dates! || had no option, but was compelled by the act of 
Such is the Governor’s idea of the genius || Congress to give the certificate to the candi 
and morality of the act of Congress. Is this || date having the largest number of votes returned 
House prepared to indorse his construction || here according to the forms of law,’’ instead 
| of that act? of **to one of the candidates,’’ it is apparent, 
In the first paragraph the Governor proceeds || on the face of the certified statement of returns 
to certify that Clarke was duly elected. Now, || in the third district, referred to by the Gov- 
the Governor is not required, is not author- || ernor, that he should have given the certificate 
ized by law, upon any occasion so to certify. It || in the third district to Giddings and not to 
is the settled doctrine, recognized again and || Clarke. And I confess I am unable to see 
again by this House, in uumerous reported || how the opposite course pursued by the Gov 
cases, that the State law isthe rule of the House || ernor is to be reconciled with the considera- 
for the verification and authentication of prima || tions which, to my mind, ought to have gov- 
facie title to a seat in the House; and I pre- | erned his action in the premises. 
sume it will not be controverted that under the Where, as in the twenty-third section of the 
fifth section of the first article of the Federal || act of August 15, 1870, the language of the 
Constitution this House is legally competent to || statute expressly enumerates the persons and 
give validity tothe rule. (Wright vs. Fuller, || means by which the election of a particular 
2 Election Cases, p. 156.) | officer is to be verified, all other or different 
Now, the State law of Texas provides that || persons and means are necegsarily excluded. 
a copy of the certificate of the returns of the || The section referred to specifically covers the 
election entered of record by the secretary || case of members-elect to the Cougress of the 
of State, signed by the Governor and sub- || United States. It expressly enumerates both 
scribed by those officials, shall be sent to this || persons and means, and there stops. Under 


| dictory, and absurd in the aspect of a certifi- 
| cate of election to establish prima facie title 
to a seat in this House. And like a return 
which is absolutely and irreconcilably repug- 
nant on its face, it must be held to be utterly 
void. In the first paragraph it is affirmed that 
W. T. Clarke has been duly elected; in the 
| second, that by reason of fraud and violence, 











House, directed to the Clerk thereof, and I || that section, and with reference to the returns 
respectfully submit that such verification and || in congressional elections, the powers and 
authentication is found, substantially, in the || duties of the Governor, like those of the sec 
certified statement referred to therein, signed || retary of State, are wholly and solely minis 
by the acting secretary of State. I submit || terial. No other official is associated with 
the correct practice is, that if a returnis good || them. They are absolutely alove in their 
in substance, it is not to be impeached or set || ministerial functions, 
aside by want of form, or for surplusage in || Now, asto theverification of the returns in 
matter. | the election of State officers, a different rule is 
Both in the first and second paragraphs of || prescribed in sections thirty-four and thirty- 
the Governor’s certificate he appears to labor | tive of the act, different both as to persons and 
under the hallucination that he is a judicial || means, powers aud duties. So, likewise, in 
officer of election—a sert of Star Chamber, || section forty-two of the act, as to the verifica- 
Venetian Doge, or tertium quid !—with ~ ‘| tion of the returns in the election of city and 
nary authority to revise and reverse the vo?ers || town officers. There are therefore three dis- 
at the polls, the judicial acts of the judges of the || tinct classes of election returns, and three dis- 
election, and, overriding all, actually nominate, || tinct classes of verifying officers, and three 
appoint, and accredit his Representative upon || distinct classes of verification defined and 
the floor of the House to the exclusion of the || preseribed in the statute referredto. Andthe 
Representative of the people, duly qualifiedand || Legislature of Texas must be presumed to have 
| elected according to law. intended what they have so absolutely and 
| This is not, cannot, ought not, it is for this || specifically expressed. We have nothing to 
House to say shall not, be law. Sanctioned || do with the wisdom or folly of the policy of 
and enforced by central power it would prove |) the act. 
fatal to representative government, and poison These three propositions, then, comprehend 
| at its source the fountain of popular suffrage. || the logical and consistent interpretation of the 
| The right of citizens of the United States, so || act: 
sanctified and canonized in latter-day amends || 1. The persons as to the verification of re- 
ments, ought not to be so denied or abridged. || turns in congressional elections are the Gov- 
In the language of acommittee of this Hous., \\ ernor andthe secretary of State ; the means, 
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a copy of the certificate of returns, entered of 
record, and subs ribed by those two officials, 
minister ] sole v,! othir g else. 

2 The persons as to the verification of 
returns in State elec'ions, the Governor, the 
attorney general, and the secretary of State; 
the me ar , Various and multiform, and indis 
putably both ministerial and judicial in their 
nature and operation. I need not pause to read 
or discuss those sections in a constitutional 
po ut of vic Ww. 

8. The persons as to the verifications of re- 
and town elections, the registrar 
and mayor of the city and town; the means, 
opening the returns and declaring the result ; 
ministerial only. 


turns in city 


that those classifications 
were manifestly intended by the Legislature of 

ipheld, force and effect are 
part of the act, but that, over 
results and the act falls into 


Now, I maintain 


Texas, and that, 
given to ever' 
thrown, chaos 


imbecility 
Now. it has been contended in the argument 
that itis manifest n the whole act that the 


judicial functions vested in the persons named 
in the thirty-fourth and thirty-filth sections of 
the act. and the compiling and purging of 
returns therein authorized, apply not to the 
election returns in State elections alone, but 
equally to all election returns in congressional 
elec 1Ous 

This construction I dispute: first, upon gen- 
eral principles, bat especially upon the author- 
ity of the act itself; because if an act is sus- 
ceptil le of any construction other than that 
one which reduces it to absurdity, the latter 
Now, the con 
struction which I] resist would manifestly re 
duce the act to absurdity. Tor instance, if 
the provisions of sections thirty-four and thirty 
five apply to all elections in Texas, then they 
must apply as well to the returns of elections 
in cities and towns as to returns in elections for 


oonstruction must be rejected. 


Congress; whereas, as to cities and towns, the 
statu'le expressly provides for another and 
an independent method of verification, and 
sections thirty-four and thirty-five would be 


brought into fatal antagonism with section forty- 


two. The same line of illustration may be fol 
lowed with like results as to sections thirty- 
four and thirty five on the one hand, and sec 
tion twenty three on the other, by which the 
confusion would be worse 
time will not suffice to pursue the argument. 

But it is further contended that the con 
struction I resist must prevail, because it 
expres authorized by section twenty-six, 
which reads: 


is 


"The provisions of this act, except as to the time 
of holding elections, shall apply to the election of 
all officers whose cloction is not otherwise provided 
for.’’ 

In construing a statute it is a recognized rule 
that the statute should be so construed, if pos- 
sible, as notonly to give sense and effect to the 
statute as a whole, but sense and effect to all 
its parts. 


This rule, applied to the section under con- 


sideration as well as to the other parts of the || 


act, would give to it the natural, obvious, and 
consistent inte rpretation, that the provisions 
of the section for the verification of election 
returns in cities and towns should be restrict- 
ively app ied tosuch returns, but not extended 
to eleciion retnras in State elections, because 
these compose a class of cases otherwise pro- 
vided for, and mutatis mutandis. 
provisions of the two sections for the verifica- 
tion ofelec'ion returns in State elections should 
be restrictively applied to such returns, but not 
extended to the election returns in congres- 


sional elections, because these compose aclass | 


of cases otherwise provided for. This interpret- 
ation gives sence and effect to the entire stat- 


ute and to all its parts, whereas the opposite || 
construc'ion masses and confounds the sec- || 


tions and plunges into nonsense. 
I observe, moreover, in passing hastily along, 


oa — ir ——- -—— — cena 


i’ ‘nit, 
| six to commission all officers-elect, 


confounded. My | 


And thatthe 
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members of the Legislature and the Governor. 
And it has not been pretended heretofore that 
the paper under consideration is a commis- 
i Nor, when the simplest test is applied, 
does it appear that the Governor has con- 
formed his mode of verification in the case in 
hearing to the course prescribed in sections 
thirty four and thirty-five, as in the case of 


Sion. 


| returns in State elections; nor is it pretended 


that the attorney general, an indispensable 
participant in that class of verification, in any 


| way coUperated with the Governor in this case. 


How are these discrepancies to be reconciled? 

Finally, after acareful and candid survey of 
the whole case, upon the papers submitted and 
now before the House, I submit the conclusion 
is irresistible that the law and the facts are with 
Giddings, and holding the views expressed, I 
maintain : 

1. The certificate per se, exclusive of the 
‘‘ certified statement,’ is unusual in form and 
insufficient in substance to show prima facie 
title. 

2. The certificate, together with the ‘ cer- 


| tified statement’’ referred to therein as a part 


thereof, are sufficient in substance to show 
prima facie title. 


8. The prima facie title to the seat from the | 


third district is shown to be in D. C. Giddings. 
Before Mr. Anruur had concluded his re- 


| marks his time expired, and the hammer fell. 


Mr. KERR. I hope the House will allow 
the gentleman time to complete the remarks 
he is addressing to the House. 

rhe SPEAKER. How long additional time 
does the gentleman require? 

Mr. ARTHUR. Ten minutes. 

Mr. HOAR. I have no objection if the 
same courtesy be extended to the other side 
if desired. 

Mr. KERR. 
be applied. 

Mr. Artur then resumed and concluded 
his remarks as given above. 

MESSAGE FROM TILE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, 
one of its clerks, informed the House that the 
Senate had passed, without amendment, a joint 


Of course the same rule will 


| resolution of the House (H. R. No. 56) donat 
| ing certain condemned cannon for a soldiers’ 


monument. 
The message further announced that the 
Senate had passed the following bills, in which 


| the concurrence of the House was requested : 
A bill (S. No. 68) providing for the sale of 


lands belonging to the United States, situated 
at Sag Harbor, Suffolk county, in the State 


'| of New York; 
A bill (S. No. 309) to prohibit the retention | 
| of soldiers’ discharges by claim agents and 


attorneys; 
A bill (S. No. 390) granting a pension to 
Sarah Evans; and 


A bill (8S. No. 393) to authorize the dis- | 


continuance of certain grades in the military 


il service. 


The message also announced that the Sen- 
ate had adopted a resolution to print twenty- 


accompanying documents as the Secretary may 
seleét; in which the concurrence of the House 
was requested. 

CONTESTED ELECTION—W. T. CLARKE. 


The House resumed the consideration of 
the report of the Committee of Elections in 


the case of the contested election from the third | 


district of Texas. 


Mr. HOAR. 


mittee of Elections, t 
[Mr. McCrary. ] 
Mr. McCRARY. 


e gentleman from Iowa, 


Haz.eton. } 


Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. There are 


that the Governor is required by section thirty- | two questions in this case, it seems to me, 


except || 


ingenious use which has been made of the 


| majority, that Mr. Clarke was also entitled 
| prima facie to his seat. 


|| have been intended. 
|| the construction for which I am contending 1s 


L 0 | the only rational construction which can be 
five hundred copies of the last annual report | 
| of the Secretary of the Navy, with such ot the | 


I yield half of the time which | 
remains to me to my colleague on the Com- | 


I yield ten minutes of my | 
time to the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. | 





-_ ———— 


es 


demanding consideration at the hands of the 
House. Perhaps [ may not have time to eal] 


the attention of the House to more th 
of them But before I proceed to speak o¢ 
either of these points, I desire to remind the 
House that there were two election cases aia 
ing up from the State of Texas somewhat «i, 
ilar in their features. One is the case yng, 
consideration. ‘he other was the case of H, a 
don vs. Whitmore. I am aware there ig g gi, 
tinction in the cases, but in both of them + 
certificate was accompanied by statements 
the part of the Governor very similar in 
terms. 


&N One 


a 


8Im 
S1m- 


e 


their 
It is instructive, afler listening to the 
statement of the Governor in this case, to refer 
the House to his statement in the other case of 
Herndon vs. Whitmore. In that case the Goy. 
ernor accompanies his certificate by the state. 
ment which I will read: 


**Complaints have been mado of fraud and yio. 
lence affecting the freedom of the election in many 
of the counties, the returns of which have beep 
counted, and at least one instance of violence dur. 
ing the canvass on the part of the candidate who 
receives this certificate toward his opponent is re. 
ported. In my opinion, this was not a fair election 
in that district, and should be set aside.”’ 

Now, that case came before the committee 
at the same time as the case under considera. 
tion came before them, and the committee 
agreed that Mr. Hernpow was entitled prima 
facieto the seat. But a minority of the com. 
mittee refused to concur in the report of the 
Passing to this case, 
the first question I desire to raise is the ques 


| tion of the construction of section twenty-three 


of the law of Texas, known as the election 


| Jaw, which reads as follows: 


“*As soon as possible after the expiration of tho 
time of taking the returns of the election for Repro- 
sentatives in Congress. a certificate of the return 
of the election for such Representatives shall be 
entered on record by the secretary of State.” 


Now the question I desire to present to the 


| House arises upon the construction to be givey 
| to the term 


‘* returns of the election.’’ What 


does that mean? The returning officers are 
authorized and empowered to certify to + 


| Clerk of this House ‘the returns of the elec 
| tion.’ 
means the result. 


’ Inmy judgment, that word * returns” 


The general term is used 
to embrace the more specific one. The power 


| conferred upon these returning officers was a 


power to certify the result of the election to 
this House, and upon that certificate the Clerk 
of this House was authorized to enter the 
name of the party holding that certificate 
upon the roll of the House. 

Well, now, if this is notthe true construction 
of this term, then these returning officers would 
be called upon to return to the Clerk of this 
House a statement of the entire vote of this 
congressional district, and the labor would be 
devolved upon the Clerk of this House to ex: 


| amine those returns, and, spelling them out as 


well as he might be able, to decide upon the 
result. It seemsto meno such absurdity could 


I infer, therefore, that 


given to this section. That being so, then the 
further question presents itself, what is the 
legal effect of this statement made by the Gov 
ernor outside of the cerlificate? The ceriif 
cate held by Mr. Clarke in this case reads as 
follows : 


Governor’s Orrick, AUSTIN, 
November 15, 1871. 


This is to certify that, on comparison of tho 
returns of votes cast at an clection held in the third 
congressional district of the State of Texas on tho 
3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th of October, A. D. 1871, provided 
for by joint resolution of the Legislature of sax 
State of Texas, approved May 2, 1871, I find that 
Ilon. W. T. Clarke was duly elected to represent the 
said congressional district of the State of Texas 10 
the Congress of the United States for the term com- 
mencing on the 4th day of March, A. D. 187], and 
ending on March 3, 1873. 


Now, that certificate in itself seems to con- 
fer some authority. If it is a certilicate in 
pursuance of this section twenty-three, to 


187: 
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— 
gbich I have called the attention of this House, 
chen it does confer a prima facie right upon 
the party holding it. I say further, that the 
legal question then presents itself, what is the 


fect, the legal force, of these statements which || 
ellect, 


accompany the certificate, which, in my view 
of the law, are purely gratuitous, purely volun: 
tary statements on the part of the Governor? 
jt seems to me that they are entitled to no 
legal force whatever. : 
Now it has been said here that by the action 


of the report of the committee a power is | 
conferred upon the Governor of a State which | 
Admit that if you | 


is altogether dangerous. j 
please, and it is a controversy with the State 
of ‘I'exas, and with the laws of that State. If 
my view of this section be the correct view, 
it involves an examination of the question 
whether the returning officers have acted with- 
in the law in making the examination they did 
make, whether there was any authority in the 
election law of Texas which gave them that 
right. This provision of the law has been 
referred to by my colleague on the committee, 
but I beg to call the attention of the House 
for one moment to the thirty fifth section of 
this law. By that section it is provided— 


“That in compiling the returns the returning offi- 
cer shall compile first the statements from all polls 
or voting places at which there shall have been a 








] Mr. ARTHUR. There was no such evidence 


} 
| 


| 


| Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. 
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| before the committee. 
| Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. 
| This is dated January 10, 1872. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
| gentleman allow another question? 
| Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Have you 
| any evidence at all as to the right of either of 


No, sir. 


Will the 


tificate of the Governor? 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. 
whatever. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
to-day? 





None, 


Was that sent for 


[am not 
able to inform the gentleman. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. To whom is it di- 
rected ? 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. To Mr. 
GeorGe W. McCrary, chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elections. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The committee did 
not have that testimony when they made their 
report. 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. They did 
not. They acted simply upon the certificate of 
the Governor, both in this case and in the case 


|| of HERNDON. 


fair, free, and peaceable registration and election.” | 
The returning officers referred to here are | 


the Governor and the secretary of State, and 
got the local officers. 
Then the section proceeds: 


‘Whenever, from any poll or voting place, there 
shall be received the statement of any registrar or 
judge of election, in form as required in this act, 
on affidavit of three or more citizens, of any riot, 
tumult, acts of violence, intimidation, armed dis- 
turbance, bribery, or corrupt influences, which pre- 
vented, or tended to prevent, a fair, free, peaceable 
and full vote of all qualified electors entitled to 
yote at such poll or voting place, such returning 
oficers sball not canvass, count, or compile the 
statement of votes from such poll or voting place 
until tbe statements from all other polls or voting 
nlaces shall have been canvassed and compiled. 
Pie returning officers shall then proceed to invest- 
igate the statements of riot, tumult, acts of violence, 
intimidation, armed disturbance, bribery, or corrupt 
influences at any such poll or voting place; andif 
from the evidence of such statements they sball be 
convineed that such riot, tumult, acts of violence, 
intimidation, armed disturbance, bribery, or cor- 
rupt influences did not materially interfere with the 
purity and freedom of the election at such poll or 
voting place, or did not prevent a sufficient number 


of the qualified electors thereat from voting, so as | 
waterially to change the result of the election, then, | 
and not otherwise, said returning officers shall can- | 
vass and compile the votes of such poll and voting | 
lace with those previously canvassed and compiled; | 
ut if said returning officers shall not be fully satis- | 
fied thereof, it shall be their duty to examine fur- || 


ther testimony in regard thereto, and to this end 


they shall have power to send for persons and | 


papers,’ 


Now, then, the Jaw of Texas confers this || 
authority upon the Governor and secretary of || 


State. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Will the 


gentleman allow me to interrupt him to ask | 


him a question? 
Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. Certainly. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. It is ab- 


jected that the ecerrificate of the Governor | 


dors not show that he had affidavits or proper 
evidence on which to found his judgment. 
Now, can the gentleman state whether it ap- 
pees before the committee or otherwise that 
ue had in fact that evidence, although it is not 
returned ? 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. There was 
ho statement that I know of made positively 
on the part of Mr. Clarke before the commit- 
tee to that effect; but I understand that after 
the report of the minority of the committee 
was sent to Texas a statement was forwarded 
irom the secretary of State to the chairman of 
the Committee of Wlections, which has been 
handed to me by the chairman, and which I 
will read ; 

Tam authorized by Governor Davis to say that 


arke’s certificate was made up from returns re- | 


ceived from judges of election, and proofs required 

y law in every particular. 
JAMES P. NEWCOMB 

Secretary of \ 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. If that was not neces- 
sary when the committee made their report, 
why is it material now; why should the gen- 
tleman introduce it now? 


Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. 


statement made in the minority report, which 
has seemed to justify this statement, contra 
dicting that allegation in the report of the 
minority;in no other view is it at all material. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Does my colleague, then, 
claim that this telegram or communication 
supplies a defect which existed in the testi- 
mony before the committee? 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. It does 
not supply any detect in the testimony, nor is 
it necessary at all; but it is an answer to an 
| allegation. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. But there was no evi- 
dence before the committee such as is con- 
tained in that communication. 


Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. Not at 


that the officers had acted within the Jaw. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Wasthere 
any evidence before the committee to author 


ihe Governor had not had this evidence? 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. None at 
all, unless it was made in the argument of 
counsel, and which was not adverted to specific 
ally in the reply of the opposing counsel. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Is this dispatch the gen 
tleman has read genuine and authentic? 


| man of the committee. 
|| Mr. MAYNARD. 


\| tion? 
| Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. 
| I suppose it is authentic. 

| [Here the hammer fell. } 

|| Mr. MeCRARY. 





|! trust it will be adhered to in this case. 


these contestants for the seats, except the cer- | 


The only | 


reason why it is material now is because of a | 


all. The presumption, as it always is, was 


ize the minority to make the statement that 


Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. I can 


| only answer that it was received by the chair- 


It came through the 
| ordinary channel of telegraphic communica- 


Yes, and 


There is one rule which 
| has governed this House in all cases of this 
| kind, and which has never been departed from 
except in one single instance; and I believe 
no gentleman upon this floor will undertake 
to justify the departure from the ruie in that 
instance. That rule is this: that whoever pre- 
sents to this House such credentials as are 
provided for by the law of the State is entitled 
prima facie to a seat in the House, and shall 
be sworn in pending any contest which there 
may be with regard to the merits of the case. 
That rule was overborne in one instance, but, 
| as I have said, nobody will undertake to justily 
| the action of the House in that case. In every 
\| other case the rule has been adhered to, and I || the construction of the statute. } 
It isa || to say that by the thirty-fifth section of the 
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sound rule—a rule which is necessary to the 
| very organization of this House. 

| Now, if it be the rule to govern us in this 
| case, it leaves us but one question to consider ; 
that is, whether the certitica'e presented here 
by Mr. Clarke is such a certificate as the laws 
of Texas provide for or authorize. The Com- 
mittee of Elections have considered this ques- 
tion with unusual deliberation. They have 
heard learned counsel upon both sides; and 
after the conclusion of the argument they con- 
sumed one entire session in a discussion of the 
case among themselves. ‘The gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Farnsworra) seems to be of the 
opinion, however, that he is the only gentle- 
man who understands the law of Texas, and that 
the majority of the committee are altogether 
without proper information upon the subject. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The gentleman from 
lowa [Mr. McCrary] does not intend to mis- 
represent me, | suppose. Ihave not assumed 
anything of that kind. 

Mr. McCRARY. I understood my friend 
from [Illinois to say that he bad read the law 
of Texas, and had done something more—had 
understood it, which was more than the majority 
| of the committee had done. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [I did not say ‘‘ the 
committee.’’ I wasreferring then to the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar,] who 
charged that [ had not read the law. 

Mr. McCRARY. It is merely a question 
whether the gentleman from Illinois under- 
stands the law. or whether the majority of the 
committee understand it. Perhaps I may have 
misunderstood the gentleman; buat I under- 
stood him to say that he had better informa- 
tion upon this subject than the majority of the 

committee. 
| | undertake to say, Mr. Speaker, that this 
| certificate is such a certificate as the Governor 
| of Texas was authorized to give under the 
statute of that State. I do not say whether 
the statute is wise or unwise. Gentlemen 
here have adverted to the danger of placing 
in the hands of the officer of a State this 
great power of passing upon the validity of 
an election in any particular precinct. Sir, 
it may be a dangerous power. It is not 
necessary that I should discuss the question 
whether it is or is not. I apprehend, how- 
ever, that no gentleman will deny that it is 
within the power of any State Legislature to 
provide by law that a State officer, or board 
| of State officers, shall exercise judicial power 

in investigating and deciding upon the validity 
of an election in any given portion of the State. 
| may agree with gentlemen on the other side 
of this question that the Lxecutive of a State 
merely as an Executive—in his capacity of 
Governor alone—has no power but to certify 
to the House the result of the election as ascer- 
tained from the face of the returns presented 
tohim. Ido not questionthat. What I con- 
tend 1s, that it is within the power of a State 
Legislature to create judicial tribunals to 
iavestigate allegations of fraud, intimidation, 
and violence affecting an election—to hear tes- 
timony upon that subject, aud alter hearing it 
to decide the question as to the validity of the 
election, and reject returns which may be 
found invalid; and such a tribunal,thus con- 
stituted by a constitutional and valid statute, 
having acted upon the question, having taken 
testimony and decided in this particular cese 
that the election in two counties was fraud- 
ulent and void, that decision is prima facie 
correct; and so far as regards the prima facie 
right to a seat in this House, it must control 
that question. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, did the board of return 
officers under the statute of Texas have power 
to investigate alleged frauds, and upon suit 
able testimony reject the vote of any pre: 
cinct? If they had, then when they have 

| done co their acts are prima facie valid. This 
| question of course depends altogether upon 
I undertake 














election law of Texas, which has been adverted | 


to in this discussion, this power is clearly and 
distinctly conferrec. I do not read that section 
at length, because every gentleman upon the 
committee will 
to elections for members of C ngress, it does 
confer this power upon this board of officers, 
the Governor, the secretary of State, and the 
attorney general; and the only question of 
difference between the minority and the ma 
jority is whether that section applies only to 
elections of State officers, or whether it applies 
also to elections for members of Congress. If 


agree that if the section applies 


itapplies to elections for members of Congress, 
it confers this power to send for persons and 
papers, and to investigate any alleged violence 
or fraud in any portion of the congressional 
district. 1 proceed, therefore, to consider the 
question whether this thirty-fifth section ap 
plies to the election of members of Congress ; 
because the whole case turns upon that. 

The House will observe that the act is en 
titled ‘‘ An act to provide for the mode and 
manner of conducting elections, making re 
turns, and for the protection and purity of the 
ballot-box.’’ The act, then, by its title, ap 
plies as well to the election of members of 
Congress as to the election of State officers. 
But that is not all. The language of the thirty 
fifth section, which confers the power to which 
I have referred, applies by its terms to returns 
made in an election for members of Congress 
as well as to returns made in elections for 
State officers. The language of that section is 
‘‘that in compiling the returns the returning 
officers shall compile,’’ &c. It does not say 
‘in compiling the returns for the election of 
State officers ;’’ it does not say ‘‘in compiling 
the returns for members of Congress;’’ it 
says ‘‘in compiling the returns :’’ which means 
all returns. 

But, Mr. Speaker, if there is any question 
on that subject, it seems to me it is settled by 
the terms of the twenty-sixth section of the 
act to which I will call the attention of the 
House. That section is as follows: 


Src. 26. That the provision of this act, except 
as to the time of holding elections, shall apply to the 
election of all officers whose election is not other- 
wise provided for.” 

The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Farns 
WORTH} says that the term ‘‘all officers’’ ne 
cessarily means all State officers, and I should 
hike him to tell the House by what process of 
reasoning he arrives at such aconclusion. The 
act is full of provisions, some relating to the 
election of State officers and some to the elec- 
tion of members of Congress; but this twenty 
sixth section ‘* expressly provides that the pro 
visions of this act (making no exceptions) 
shall apply to all officers whose election is not 
otherwise provided for.’’ Any otherconstruc 
tion of this act would render the act itself 
unreasonable. 

The gentleman from Illinois has fallen into 
the same error with some other gentlemen. 
There is no provision in this statute which 


requires the Governor of Texas to send all the || 
If the gentleman will: 


returns here at all. 
look at the section he will find that it is a 
different thing which is provided for. The 
provision of section twenty-three is that— 
“As soon as possible after the expiration of the 
time of taking the returns of the election for Rep- 
resentatives in Congress, a certificate of the returns 
of the election for such Representatives shall be 
entered on record by the secretary of State and 
signed by the Governor, and a copy thereof sub- 
scribed by said officers, shall be delivered to the 
person so elected, and another copy transmitted to 
the House of Representatives of the Congress of the 
United States.” 

Heis not to forward all the returns, but merely 
a certificate of the returns of the election ; and 
[ will show what that means. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, | will explain to the 
satisfaction of the gentleman from Illinois, 
that the word ‘‘returns’’ is used in this stat- 
ute in two senses. It is used to describe the 
returns which are sent up from the various 
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and it is also used to describe the returnsor || election; and whether the twenty-third See. 


the certificate of returns which the canvassing 
officers at the capital, composed of the Gov- 
ernor, the secretary of State, and the attor- 
ney general, are required to make out in a 
tabular form, and deposit with the secretary 
of State. That will be plain when I read a 
part of section thirty-five. After going on to 
provide for the computation of the returns of 
the returning officers, it goes on to say: 


‘The returning officers shall then proceed to in- 
vestigate the statements of riot, tumult, acts of vio- 
lence, intimidation, armed disturbance, bribery, or 
corrupt influences at any such poll or voting place; 
and if from the evidence of such statements they 
shall be convinced that such riot, tumult, acts of 
violence, intimidation, armed disturbance, bribery, 
or corrupt influences did not materially interfere 
with the purity and freedom of the election at such 
poll or voting place, or did not prevent a sufficient 
number of the qualified electors thereat from voting, 
so as materially to change the result of the election, 
then, and not otherwise, said returning officers shall 
canvass and compile the votes of such poll and 
voting place with those previously canvassed and 
compiled; but if said returning officers shall not be 
fully satisfied thereof, it shall be their duty to ex- 
amine further testimony in regard thereto, and to 
this end they shall have power to send for persons 
and papers. 

* Tf, after such examination, the returning officers 
shall be convinced that said riot, tumult, acts of 
violence, intimidation, armed disturbance, bribery, 
or corrupt influences, did materially interfere with 
the purity and freedom of the election at such poll 
or voting place, or did prevent a sufficient number 
of the qualified electors thereat from voting, so as 
to materially change the result of the election, then 
the said returning officer shall not canvass or com- 
pile thestatement of the votes at such poll or voting 
place, but shall exclude it from their returns.” 


So these returning officers, the Governor, 
the secretary of State, and the attorney gen- 
eral, are to make returns of the result as shall 
appear from the returns coming up from the 
various counties. In another section it is pro- 
vided that these returns shail be stated in a 
tabular form by these canvassing officers, and 
deposited with the secretary of State, and 
those are the returns, and not the returns com- 
ing up from the various counties of the State, 


which, by the act, are to be certified to the | 


Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Will the gentleman 
let me read the twenty-third section ofthe act ? 

Mr. McCRARY. What returns are referred 
to in that section? Notthereturns coming up 
from the various counties of the State? Those 
are not the returns to be certified here. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Section twenty-three 
provides that— 

“As soon as possible, after the expiration of the 
time of taking the returns of the election for Rep- 
resentatives in Congress, a certificate of the returns 
of the election for such Representatives shall be 
entered on record by the secretary of State and 
signed by the Governor, and a copy thereot sub- 
scribed by said officers shall be delivered to the 
person so elected, and another copy transmitted to 


the Houseof Representatives of the Congress of the 
United States.’’ 


It provides that the returns of election shall 
be sent here. 
Mr. McCRARY. Now, Mr. Speaker, the 


section provides, as the gentleman has said, 
that— 


‘‘Assoon as possible after the expiration of the | 


time of taking the returns of the election for Rep- 
resentatives in Congress, a certificate of the returns 
of the election for such Representatives shall be 
entered on record by the secretary of State,’’ &. 

There is no time fixed in the law for making 
the returns from the various counties. But I 
believe that it is sixteen days which the State 
board of returning officers are allowed in which 
to make their returns to the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives. 


Mr. ARTHUR. I would like to ask the gen- 


| tleman from lowa, [Mr. McCrary,] whether 


the forty-second section of the act of the 11th 
of August, 1870, of the State of Texas, did not 
provide for the election of municipal officers ; 
and whether it did not also make provision for 
a board of verification of the election returns ; 
and whether another section of the same act 
did not provide for the election of members of 
the State Legislature, and did not also providea 


| for the election of members of Congress 


tion did not provide a board of verification 
the election returns for members of Cong, 
whether those three distiuct sections did no, 
describe three distinct elections, three distinn 
modes of verification, and three distinct boa. 
of verification ofhcers ? 

Mr. McCRARY. There are very |ike), 
Mr. Speaker, some cases of local Clections 
county or city elections, in which the retyry, 
are not sent to the Governor at all, But | 
undertake to say that the thirty-fifith seeijo, 
gives the power to examine all returns which 
are sent to the Governor. And, ag r 


; 

i 

@xg 
or 


ards 


Ch 
elurng 
are 
sent to the Governor, they come within th, 
provisions of that section, and this board 
authorized to examineas to the validity ot t 
election. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, it would be unreago, 
able, as I was about to remark, to give the 
statute the construction which the mino 
the committee claim for it. If that co; 
tion is given to it, then here is a board of State 
officers, the three highest officers in the State. 
who are authorized to investigate all cases of } 


timidation and violence which have occurred 


\g 


- 


rity of 


Lut 


| at an election, where there were elections of 


members of Congress and of State offic rs at 
the same time, and yet their investigation js 


| to be limited to the vote cast for State of 


| sumed, Mr. Speaker, that such was the int 


cers, and they have no power to investigate 
such acts committed to influence the election 
of a member of Congress. It cannot be as 
en 


tion of the Legislature, especially when 


uC 


| intention of the act is such that it does not 


| law is, that the officers of elections have dor 
| their duty unless the contrary appear. It | 


admit of doubt, because it declares that the 
board shall have the right to investigate with 
regard to all those elections. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the presumption of the 
ic 
vas 
been stated here, and it is remarked in the 
minority report, that it was conceded that tl 
showing, which the law requires to be made 
before the Governor, was not made. That 
think, was a misapprehension on the part of 
the minority of the committee. It was stated 
by one of the counsel for Mr. Giddings that 


| | 
| there was no such showing, and the counse 


the other side did not say a word on the su 

ject at all, | suppose for the reason that he 
was pressed for time, and omitted or forgotit. 
In point of fact, if we are allowed to inquire 


| into that matter, we are apprised by gent 


\| facts or statements 
| Clarke is entitled to his seat. 
| the question is whether or not the statement 
| of the Governor in his certificate, that neither 





men who ought to know that there wa 


| an investigation, and that the law was stricily 
| complied with. 


But | apprehend that we do 
not require to go into that, for the law always 
presumes that an officer charged with a public 
duty has acted in accordance with his duty, 
unless the contrary is shown. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Will the gentle 
man yield to me for a question? 

Mr. McCRARY. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. We concede the 
legal effect of the certificate of the Governor, 
and that prima facie, in the absence of any 
therein contained, Mr. 
But in this case 


Clarke nor Giddings was elected according to 
law, does not overcome the presumption that 
Clarke is elected. 

Mr.McCRARY. There is nothing upon the 
face of the certificate showing that neither was 
elected according to law. On the contrary, 
the face of the certificate shows that Mr. Clarke 
was elected. If the gentleman from Missour! 
{[Mr. Biarr] will read the Governor's state- 
ment, he will find that he is entirely mistaken. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 
a similar prolongation of time has been granted 


| to the gentleman representing the majority o! 


| the committee as was allowed the gentieman 
counties to the seat of the State govern ment, || board of verification of election returns at that || from Kentucky, [Mr. Arrurp. ] 
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Mr. 5 SN AP P. 
Dp WwW ad 1 im. 
voation being taken on the motion to 
the qu 


» there were—ayes 68, noes 82. 
‘the motion was not agreed to. 
>SAKER. The question first to be 
oy ig the amendment of the gentleman 
fom Iilinois, [Mr. FARNSWORTH, ] which the 
il] again report. 
‘erk read as follows: 
-e out all after the word “resolved ” 


af owilbs 


eontested-election case from the third 

listrict of Texas be recommitted to 
Committee of Elections with instructions to 
t, ul a eS 16 merits of the case, who is entitled 
S penrea ‘d district in this House, with author- 
make re eal ations to govern the mode of con- 
inctit ¢ the contest and taking the testimony. 


Mr. KE RR ealled for the yeas and nays 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The questi on was taken; and it was dec ided | 
ive—yeas 81, nays 101, not voting 


& 


and insert 


i ¢ e 





n the neg: 
Ai: as éllowd: : 
ab 7\4S—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Arthur, Beatty, 
Bell, Biggs, Bingham, Bird, J James G. Blair, 
_ n. B rig ht. Caldwell, Carroll, Conner, Cox, 
Rote ; 1c rossland, Davis, Dox, Du Sica | 
Duk Eidridge, Farnsworth, Henry D. Foster, 
1 i. Garrett, Getz, Hambleton, Hancock, Hand- 
fanks, ee John T. Harris, Hay, Hereford, 
tHHarndon. Hibbard, Holman, Kerr, King r, Lamison, 
ro. _ Lewis. Manson, Marshall, McClelland, Me- 
( rmiek, McHenry, McIrtyre, Me Ki nney, Merrick, 
Be nin F. Meyers, Morgan, Niblack, Hosea W 
Parker, Eli Perry, Potter. “Randall, Re ad, Edward 
Y. Rice, John M. Rice, William R. Roberts, Sher- 
wood, Siater. Slocum, Sloss, Stevens, Storm, Dwight 
Townsend, Turner, Tuthill, Van Trump, Vanghi in, 
Voorhees. Wadde il, Warren, Whitthorne, Winches- 
ter, and Wood—81. 

NAYS— Messrs. Ambler, Averill, Banks, Barber, 
Barry, a -veridge, Austin Blair, George M rooks, 
Buffin ye hard, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, 
Rode rick “R. Butler, Coburn, Coghlan, Conger, Cot- 
ton, Darrall, Dawes, Dickey, Donnan, Duell, Dun- 

el!. Eames, Farwell, Finkelnburg, Charles Foster, 
Wilder D. Foster. Frye, Goodrich “Harmer, Ha ivens, 
Hawley, Gerry W. Haziecton, Johu W. Hazleton, 
Hill, Hoar, Hooper, Houghton, Kelley, Kellogg, 
Ketcham, Killinger, Lansing, Lowe, Lyneh, May- 
nard, McCrary, McKee, Mereur, Merriam, Monroe, 
Moore, Leonard Myers, Negley, Orr, Packard, 
Packer, Palmer, Isaac C. Parker, Peck, Pendle- 
ton, Aaron F. Perry, Peters, Platt, Porter, 
Prindle,_ Bilis H. Roberts, Rusk, Sargent, Sco- 
field, Sessions, cma. Sheldon, Shellabarger, H. 


Boardman Smith, é John A. Smith, Snapp, Snyder, 

Thomas J. Speer, Sprague, St: arkweather, Steven- 
aon, Strong, l'affe, Thomas, Washington Townsend, 
Twicbell, ins Upson, Wakeman, Walden, Wald- 
ron, Wallace. Walls, Wheeler, Whiteley, Williams 
- indian a, Jeremiah M. Wilson, and Jobn T. Wil- 


NOT. VOTING—Meesrs. Ames, Archer, Barnum, 


Bigby, James Brooks, Buckley, Campbell, Ciarke, 
Cobb, Comingo, Creely, De Large, Edwards, Elliott, 


Ely, Forker, Golladay, Griffith, Haldeman, Hale, 
Halsey, George E. Harris, Hays. Kendall, Kinsella, 
Lamport. McGrew. McJunkin, MeNeely, Mitchell, 
Morey, Morphis, Poland, ane Rainey, Ritchie, 
tobinson, Rogers. Roosevelt, Sawyer, Seeley. Sho- 
ber, Shoemaker, Worthington C. Smith, R. Milton 


Speer, Stoughton, Stowell, St. John, Sutherland, 
Swann, Sypher, Terry, Wells, Willard, Williams of 
ew York, and Young—56. 


So the amendment was disagreed to. 

During the roll call 

Mr. SrOUGH’ [ON stated that he was paired 

pon this question with Mr. Terry, who would 
have voted for the amendment, while he (Mr. 
STOUGHTON) would have voted against it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Mississippi, stated that 
he was paired upon this question with Mr. 
WELLS, who would have voted for the amend- 
ment, while he(Mr. Harris) would have voted 
against it. 

The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, the question recurred upon 
agreeing to the resolution reported by the Com- 
mittee of Elections. 

Mr. BIGGS. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The question was put; and the motion was 
disagreed to—ayes 67, noes 91. 

The Clerk read the resolution ore by 
the Committee of Elections, as follows 


Resolved, That W. T. Clarke has the prima facie 
right to a seat as Re *presentative from the third con- 
gressional district of the State of Texas, and is en- 
litied to take the oath of office as a member of this 

ouse, without prejudice to the right of any person 


claiming to have been elected thereto to contest || 


his right to said seat upon the merits. 


Mr. RANDALL. 





/ in the 


| 


|| Speer, 
Thomas, Wa shington Townse nd, Turner, Twichell, || 


} sions, Shanks, 
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I move that the House do || nays upon agreeing to that resolution. I want |: 
H 


349 





member from the State of Louisiana; which was 


to put gentlemen upon record in this outrage. || [ seteres to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided | 
affirmative—yeas 102, nays 78, 
voting 58; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrse. Ambler. Averill, Banks, Barber, 
Barry, Beveridge, Austin Blair, George M. Brooks, 


Bufinton, page hard, 


Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, 
Roderick R. 


Butler, Coburn, Coghlan, Conger, Cot- 
ton, Darrali, Dawes, Dickey, Donnan, Duell. Dun- 
nell, Eames, Farwell, Finkelnburg, Charles Foster, 
Wilder D. Foster, Fry e, Goodrich, Halsey, Harmer, 
Havens, Hawley, Gerry W. Uazleton, John 
Hazleton, Hill, Hoar, Hooper, Houghton, Kelley, | 
Ketcham, Killinger, Lansing, Lowe, Lynch, May- | 
nard, McCrary, McKee, Mercur, Merriam, Monroe, | 
Moore, Leonard Myers, Negley, Orr, Packard, 
Packer, Palmer, Isaac C. Parker, Peck, Pendleton, 
| Perce, Aaron F. Perry, Peters, Platt, Porter, Prin- 
dle, Ellis H. Roberts, Rusk, Sargent, Scofield, Ses- 
Sheldon, 8 hellabarger, H. Boardman 
Smith, John A. Smith. Snapp, Sny: ler, Thomas J 
Spragne, Stevenson, Strong, Sypher, Taffe, 


| Tyner. Upson, Wakeman, Walden, Waldron, Wal- 
lace, Walls, Wheeler, Whiteley, Williams of Indi- | 
| ana, Jeremis oh M. W ilson, and John T. W ilson—102. 


YS—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Arthur, Beatty, | 
Beck, Bell, Biges, Bingham, Bird, James @. Blair, 
| Braxton. Bright, Caldwell, Carroll, Conner. Cox, 
Crebs, Critcher, Crossland, Davis, Dex, DuBose, 


| Duke, 


McHenry, McIntyre, MeKinne y, 
F. Meyers, Morgan, 


| 


Eldridge, Farnsworth, Henry D. Foster, Gar- 
field, Garrett, Getz, Hambleton, 
Hanks, Harper, John T. 
Hibbard. Hoiman, 
Lewis, Manson, Ma 


liarris, Hereford, He rendon, 

Ke ‘+h King, Lamison, Leac h, 
rshall, McClelland, McCormick, 
Merrick, Benjamin 
Niblack, Hosea W. 


Perry, Potter, Randall, Read, Edward Y. Rice, John 
M. Rice, William R. Roberts, Sherwood, Slater, 
| Slocum, Sloss, Storm, Dwight Townsend, Tuthill, 


| 


Van Trump, Vaughan, Voorhees, Waddell, 
Whittborne, Winchester, and Wood—7 8. 
NOT VOTING— Wea. Ames, Archer, Barnum, 
Bigby, James Brooks, Buckley, Oiapboll, Clarke, 
Cobb, Comingo, Creely, DeLarge, Edwards, Elliott, 
Ely, Forker, Golladay, Griffith, Haldeman, Hale, 
George E. Uarris, Hay, Hays, Kellogg, Kendall, Kin- 


Warren, 


| sella, Lamport, McGrew, McJunkin, MeNeely, 
Mitchell, Morey, Morphis, Poland, Price, Rainey, 
Ritchie, Robinson, Rogers, R oosevelt, Sawyer, See 

| ley, Shober, Shoemaker, Wortl hington C. Smith R. 
Milton Speer, Sturkweather, Stevens, Stoughton, 
Stowell, St. John, Sutherland, Swann, Terry, Wells, 


I ask for the yeas and | 


| Willard, Williams of New York, and Young—58. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

During the call of the roll, 

| Mr. VOORHEBS said: I desireto state that 
Mr. Ropinson is detained at his house by severe 


\| illness in his family. 


Mr. Wintiam 7. Cxiarke then presented 
himself and was sworn in. 
| S. BLACK AND ALBERT R. COOPER. 
| Mr. KERR, by unanimous consent, intro 


| duced a bill (H. No. 887) for the relief 
of Samuel Black & Albert R. Cooper; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
| printed 
| TRON SEA-GOING STEAMSIIIPS 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York, by unani 
| mous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
| 888) to authorize the sale of unserviceable ves- 
sels and materialsin the United States Navy, 
| and to provide for the construction of twenty 
| iron sea-going steamships; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Commerce. 


be 


GASSWAY 0. YARNALL 
| Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania, by 
| unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
| No. 889) for the relief of Gassway O. Yarnall, 
| late first lieutenant company G, ninety-seventh 
| regiment Pennsylvania volunteers ; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
| the Committee of Claims. 
CALEB HOOPER. 
| Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania, also, by 
| unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
No. 890) for the relief of Caieb Hooper, late 
1 captain company G, ninety- seventh regiment 
| Pennsylvania volunteers; which was read a 
| first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
|| mittee of Claims. 
PAY OF A DECEASED MEMBER. 


| TheSPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
|| before the House a letter from the Sergeant- 





Parker, Eli | 


not | 


Hancock, Handley, | 


REFERENCES OF BILLS 


Mr. RANDALL. I move to reconsider 
the various references of bills, &c., to-day ; and 
also move that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Again the Chair makes 
& protest against any introduction and refer- 
ence of bills except on Monday. 

Mr. DICKEY. I move that the House now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
(at four o’clock and fifty minutes p. m.) the 
House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
rhe following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 


By Mr. BEATTY: A petition of letter-car- 


| riers of Cincinnati, asking for increase of salary 


By Mr. BIGGS: The petition of Governor 
Ponder, B. H. Johnson, i. B. Chandler, and 
some 50 others, citizens of Delaware, praying 
for the reéstablishment of the light house at 
the mouth of Mispillion river, in that State, 
and also a letter trom the Governor of Dela 
ware on the same subject. 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial 
\. Hf. Seabury and 136 others, citizens of New 
Bedford, Massachusetts, praying for the repeu! 
of the tax on savings banks. 

By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachuseits: The 
petition of Abigail Griggs, of Watertown, Mas- 
sachusetis, widow of a soldier of the war of 
1812, praying for a pension. 

By Mr. CONNER: A petition of manu 
facturers, growers, and dealers of tobacco, of 
Galveston, Texas, praying for a uniform tax 
on all descriptions of manufactured tobacco 

By Mr. COX: The memorial of D. H 
don, of New York city, on the currency. 

By Mr. CREBS . The petition of Robert W 
Miller and 56 others, citizens of Cairo, [linois 
praying for aid to establish an iron-ship and 
boat-building yard in the Mississippi valley 

By Mr. DAVIS: The petition of Ebeling, 
Seck & Pebler, Neill & Ellingham, and others, 
of the city of Wheeling, West Virginia, pray 
ing the passage of a law establishing the uni- 
form rate of tax at sixteen cents per pound on 
all manufactured tobacco entering the market 
for consumption. 

By Mr. DOX: The petition of U. L. Jones, 
president, and Henry St. Paul, secretary of the 
board of swamp and overflowed land agents 
of the State of Alabama, praying Congress to 
authorize by law the selection by the State 
of Alabama of swamp and overflowed lands 
granted to that State by the act of 25th Sep 
tember, 1850, &c. 

By Mr. ELY: A memorial of 145 women, 
residents of the Workingwomen’s Home in 

| Elizabeth street, New York city, praying that 
the remaining public lands be reserved for 
actual settlers. 

By Mr. HARPER: The petition of Mary 
Blanton, praying that the provision of the act 
of 1866, giving pensions to widows of soldiers 
who served six months, be amended to read 
‘three months’’ instead of ‘‘six,’’ and that the 
increased pay allowed by act of July, 1868, be 
extended accordingly. 

By Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts: The 
memorial of Harriet A. Ridgway, in relation 
to the Ridgway revolving battery, invented by 
her late husband. 

By Mr. KELLEY: A petition of the Board 
of Trade and merchants of Philadelphia, for 
an improvement of the lights in Delaware bay 
and river in accordance with the recommend 
ation of the Light- House Board. 

By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of Cal- 
vin Post, of Blount county, Tennessee, pray 
ing for indemnity for losses sustained at the 


Lou 


at-Arms in relation to the pay of a deceased || hands of United Statee troops. 








eee 


“a 





Also. petition of Margaret Beeler, widow 
of Peter Beeler, late private company A, 
twelfth Tennessee Ccavairy, praying for a pen- 
gi0n 

A on of Isaac Beeler, guard- 
jan of Sarah Mackey, minor child of Knoch 
Mackey, deceased, company A, twelfth Ten- 
j pe nsion. 
tion of Nancy Branson, only 
M. Harrell, deceased, private com- 
pany I, fourth ‘Tennessee volunteers, praying 


he petit 


nessee Cavall 
‘ 


Also, the pe 
child ot W., 


{or per B1On 

Also, the petition of Eliza Webb, widow of 
Daniel Webb, deceased, private company G, 
eigh h Tennessee cavalry, for pension. 

Also, the petition of same for bounty, &e. 

By Mr. NEGLEY lhe memorial of Joseph 
Finch & Co., of Pittsburg, asking that certain 
taxes paid on distilled spirits destroyed by the 
fall of their warehouse shall be refunded. 

By Mr. PECK: The petition of Charles R. 
Messengen, Walter A Hodge, and 18 others, 
manufacturers and dealersintobacco, for a unt- 
form tax of sixteen cents per pound on all kinds 
of manufactured tobacco 

Aliso, the petition of Joseph Stein, H. H. 
Butler, and 21 others, for the same purpose 

By Mr. PERRY, of New York: A peti- 
tion of merchants of the city of Albany, for 
the modilica'1onuotl the « xisting tariff duties on 
Imported iva 

Also, a petition of tax payers of Albany, 
New York. for tariff reform. 

Also, the 
Albany City Savings Institution for a modi 
fication of the present tax on savings banks. 

By Mr. RICE, of Kentucky: The petition 
of 8. S. Vinson, of Kentucky, asking the re 

disabilities imposed by 
amendments to the Con 


petinon of the trustees 


moval of political 
article fourteen of 
Btifutlion. 

by Mr. SCOFIELD: The petition of Susan 
Dargett of Warren, Pennsylvania, asking for 
Ne pension. 

Also, a petition of honorably discharged 
soldiers, residents of Clearfield county, Penn 
sylvania, praying for addilional legislation in 
reference to bounty and bounty land 

Also, the petition of Mary Heiges, of Luth 
ersburg, Clearfield county, Pennsylvania, ask 
ing fur & pension 


By Mr. SPEER, of Georgia: The petition 
of Edward P. Doherty, asking for relief as 
mail contractor. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of Levi 


Rugsegger and others, citizens of Claring 
ton, Monroe county, Ohio, asking for addi- 
tional bounties in lands or money to the sol 
diers who served in the war of the rebellion, 
and for the equalization of bounties. 

By Mr. SWANN: Three petitions from citi 
zens of Baltimore, Marylond, engaged in the 
tobacco trade, praying that the tax on manu- 
fuctured tobacco may be redaced to sixteen | 
aS pound, 

By Mr. WALDRON: The petition of Luther 
Dodge and 102 others. for bounty and bounty 
land for soldiers of last war. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS of New York: The 
“aa ion of citizens of Buffalo, New York, in 
avor of auniform tax on all descriptions of 
manufactured 
pound. 

By Mr. WINCHESTER: The petition of | 
H. S. Saunders, asking for damages for prop- | 
erty taken and used by the Army. | 


| 


tobaceo of cents per | 


sixteen 


IN SENATE. 
THurspay, January ll, 1872 | 


Vlae. 

Prayer by Rev. J. A. McCautey, presiding 
sider, Washington, District of Columbia. 

The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was 
read and approved. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

Mr. BROWNLOW presented the petition of | 
citizens of Tennessee, late soldiers in the Army | 
of the United States, praying to be allowed to | 


of the 


} 
} 
i] 


enter the lands granted by Congress without 
the requirement of settlement and cultivation, 
and also a bounty of eight dollars a month to 
honorably discharged soldiers, for the term of 
their actual service; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have been requested 
to present a petition of sundry citizens of 
Prairie City, in the State of Illinois, asking 
that additional bounties and land be granted 
to acertain class of soldiers in the late war. 
These petitions, | believe, have gone to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Some have gone 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and some 
to the Committee on Public Lands; they in- 
volve both questions. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move the reference 
of this petition to the Committee on Military 
A ffuirs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have also received 
through the representative of the ‘‘ Tax-Pay- 
ers’ Union’’ numerous petitions coming from 

| some twenty-four States and various counties 
| in those States. Instead of taking up the time 
| of the Senate in presenting each petition sep- 
arately, I will present them to the Senate in 
bulk, as the petitions are all of like character. 
| I will state briefly the purport of one of the 


petitions, and then present the whole of them | 


for reference in the Senate. 

The petitions are entitled ‘‘ prayer of tax- 
payers for tariff reform,’’ 
that the signers cheerfully pay taxes to meet 
proper expenses of Government, but are not 
willing to pay tribute to favored individuals 
through an artificial increase in the cost of 


domestic products caused by an unjust and || 
that a Government, founded || 


unwise tariff: 
upon the equal consent of all and supported 
by all in peace or war, has no right to tax 
one man for the benefit of another, nor should 
|| a Government, which asserts the freedom of 


labor, deprive any laborer of the full value || 
| of his earnings by restricting his freedom of || 


purchase. 


and they set out | 
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of Richland, Wayne, Clark, Loraj 


ne, Galli, 


Butler, Henry, Marion, and Preble. 7)... 
are eleven petitions from Maryland, com e 
: JMineg 


from the counties of Washington and Howare 
There are ten petitions from Illinois, ‘on. 
from the counties of Marion, Pulaski, Cham. 
paign, Logan, Henderson, Clark, and Warren 
There are four petitions from Massachycor, 
coming from the counties of Berkshire, Burn 
stable, and Worcester; four from Alabams 
from the counties of DeKabb and Mobile: ¢,, 
from Texas, from the counties of Wood, Den 
ton, Cherokee, and Burnet; four from Nes 
York, from the counties of Suffolk, Steuber 
and Ontario; three from Indiana, from th, 


counties of Morgan, Clark, and Cass; thre. 


| from Georgia, from the counties of Macor 


Stewart, and Oglethorpe; two from low, 
from the counties of Allamakee and Story. 


| two from Connecticut: and one of these pe 


tions from Connecticut, I will state to the Sey 
ate, is signed by the president, eX-president 
and several of the professors of Yale College 
at New Haven, by a late Governor of the 
State, and by leading merchants and many 
facturers in that State. Then there are two 
petitions from Wisconsin, from the counties 
of Waupacca and Kenosha; two from Mich} 
gan, from the counties of Calhoun and Gratiot 


| one from Bangor, in the State of Maine; one 
| from Cooke county, North Carolina ; one from 
| Windham, Vermont; one from Fulton county. 


hey further represent that the tariff called | 


protective, by enhancing the cost of living, of | 


production, oftransportation, and ofexchanges, 
places our industry at a disadvantage in com- 
petition with that of other countries; that the 
aid which it aims to give to special branches 
| of industry is sometimes more than neutralized 
by the artificial burdens imposed, and some- 
times builds up odious and oppressive monopo- 
| lies, and that its benefits go altogether to capi 
talists, and are not shared by labor, which finds 


collect the needed sum with the least possible 
cost to the people, as a whole, will avoid dis- 
| astrous frequency of changes in legislation, 
| afford a safer and better basis for manufac- 


its cost of living increased more than its wages; | 
that a tariff for revenue only, so framed as to | 


turing industry, secure to the workingman a | 
| larger share of the fruits of his toil, relieve | 


| labor from oppressive exactions, and agricul- 
| ture from cruel burdens, and by doing justice 
| to all the people confer blessings upon all. 


|| ‘The memorialists pray that Congress will 


devise measures to reduce the tariff to a 
strictly revenue basis, to remove,as fast as 
may be consistent with the public welfare, 
| every duty by which one man is taxed for the 
| benefit of another, and to place the system 
called protective where the public mind will 
rest in the belief of its speedy and complete 
extinction; and they especially pray that the 
determination of Congress to abolish duties 


for a revenue, may be shown by the imme- 
diate repeal of the duties upon salt, coal, and 
| pig iron. 

| These petitions, as I have already stated, 
| come from twenty-four States of the Union. 
| They are from the counties of Franklin, An 
drew, Shelby, Ray, Harrison, and Warren, in 
the State of Missouri. There are eleven peti- 
tions from Ohio, coming from the counties 


known to be for protection, so called, and not | 


| 











| Arkansas: one from Riley county, Kansas 


one from Bradford county, Pennsylvania: one 
from Scott county, Virginia; one from Dar) 
ington county, South Carolina, and one from 


| Tippah county, Mississippi. 


The number of signatures to these various 
petitions | understand to be about seven thou 
sand, and they are made up of leading business 
men, merchants, agriculturists, and manufac 
turers, to some extent, from the various States 
of the Union. I move their reference to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The Senator 
seems to be giving very full information in reia- 
tion to these petitions: but I should like! 
get alittle more. I desireto ask him whethe 
these petitions all came from these parties, : 
all were gathered together into one place and 
sent to him to be presented. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator had paid 
attention to what I said, it would have avoided 
the necessity of bis inquiry. I stated that | 
had received from the representative of an 
organization these petitions, which had been 
sent to me with a request that I would present 
them to the Senate, and I stated that I received 
them from the representative of what is known 
as the ‘** T'ax- Payers’ Union, ’’ through whom 
they came to me for presentation to the Senate 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. | beg pardon: 
I was not in my seat when the Senator began 
hisremarks. I[ desire now to ask him another 
question, and that is. whether these petitions 
are all printed, and the same in form? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection to 
being catechized by the Senator from Vermont, 
but | stated, when I presented the petitions, 
that instead of presenting them separately, as 
they were all of like character, I would present 
them in bulk, stating what was contaiued 1s 


i; one. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
information I desire. 

The petitions were referred to the Commit: 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have received and been 
requested to present a memorial very numer 
ously signed by citizens of the town of York 
in the State of Maine, asking for the repeal 0! 
the duty on salt. I move ite reference to th¢ 
Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. [ have similar petitions, 
all printed, all furnished to me through the 
mail, from the town of Deer Isle, from tbe 
town of Camden, from the city of Bellast, 
from the plantation of Matinicus, from the 
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vn of Southport, from the city of Belfast, | Virginia, praying for the passage of the sup- 

tows Sane ae Camden, from the town of || plementary civil rights bill; which was ordered 
es geld, from the city of Portland, all very || to lie on the table. 

~ wously signed, asking for the same object. Mr. SCOTT presented the petition of James 
as ‘their refercuce to the Committee on || Kane, of Pennsylvania, praying for additional 
J mx | bounty, as @ private in company C, one hun- 
| dred and eigh'y-third regiment Pennsylvania 
| volunteers; which was referred to the Com 
| mittee on Military Affairs. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 352) for the relief of Benjamin H. 
Campbell, marshal of the United States for 
the northern district of I[llinvis, reported it 
with an amendment, and submitted a report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 


EXPENSES OF KU KLUX COMMITTEE 


finance. 
E ‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON presented two petitions of 
seoens of the town of Gloucester, Massachu- 
ee “a praying a repeal of the duty on salt; 
which were referred to the Committee on 
na ‘eB, 
myer presented petitions of citizens of 
Brewster, Montague, Chatham, Ayer, Web- 
ser, Scituate, Harwich, and Newburyport, 
Massachusetts, praying the repeal of the duty 
on salt; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on pete ail titi £ citi 

Mr. SCHULZ presented a petition of citi : = . : 7 

se Logis, Missouri, praying the | Mr. SAWYER. The Committee on Appro- 
eee er apeenencans ae | Ere bal who have had under consideration 
Commitee on Finance. the bill (H. R. No. 484) making an appropri 

Mr. SUMNER. I presentresolutions which | ation for the expenses of the joint select Com- 
are in the nature of a a ee as || oe ae ee ae 
hey do witha re tion. ‘* We most - |] Seates, Dave [eck ppor ack 
a panes ee eas the United eee ] on. een for the immediate consideration of 
at i's present session’’ to answer their prayer, || ‘UG Uli. ‘ De 
“ ich is that women may be allowed jane the | _ The VICE PRESIDENT. Js there objec 
Constitution to vote. This petition is from || tion to the present consideration of the bill 
the Radical Reform Club of Philadelphia, and || J&st reported a 
ig sizned by its president, KE. M. Davis, and || | Mr. PRUMBULL. 
ts secretary. UE. 8. Bladen. I move its refer | first. 

| 
| 





I 








Let us hear the bill 


its The VICE PRESIDENT. 


epee to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
{he motion was agreed to. 


| 

| The bill will be 
Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of | 

| 

| 


| objection. 

| ‘Tie Chief Clerk read the bill, which proposes 
| to appropriate for the expenses of the joint 
| select Committee on Alleged Outrages in the 
| Southern States the sum of $27,845, that sum 
| 


| to be carried for this purpose to the contingent 


J. VW. Johnson and one hundred and twenty- 
three others, colored citizens of the United 
S:ates, praving for the passage of the supple- 
mentary civil rights bill; which was ordered 


to lie on the table. fund of the Senate. 
Mr. SUMNER. ] also offer a memorial. | Mr. THURMAN. 


signed hy a committee appointed in behalf of |! the consideration of the bill; but I should like 
colored citizens and white Republicans of the | to make an inquiry of the member of the Com- 
State of Delaware, in which they set forth || mittee on Appropriations who reports it. | 
their grievaners; among others. ae say, 12 |! wish to know what was the former appropri 
the schools established by law and in some | ation, how much of it has been expended, and 
| whether thisisto supply a deticiency. in other 
words, I think we ougit to have some informa- 
tion about it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
be made the bill is before the Senate as in 
|; Committee of the Whole, open to debate or 
|| amendment. 
| Mr. SAWYER. I will state that the sum 
|| appropriated at the last session for this object, 
| for paying the expenses of this committee, was 
|| $42.639,39. The committee have incurred 
|| additional expenses to the amount named in 

this bill, and this is strictly a deficiency as I 
Mr. AMES prnanted a resolution of the | understand. If there are any questions to be 
Legislature of Mississippi in favor of the pas- || asked about it, the chairman of the joint com- 
sage of an act reviving the grant of land tothe || mitiee can auswer them perhaps more defi- 
Gulfand Ship Island railroad, made in 1856; || nitely, but thatisthe way I understood it. The 
which was referred to the Commitiee on Pub: |} committee have incurred $27,845 or there 
lic Lands. || about of expenses which are unpaid, and they 

Mr. CRAGIN presented the petition of Cyrus || desire to have them paid as soon as possible. 
E. Roberts and ninety-three others, of Rock- Mr. THURMAN. ‘This statement makes 
ingham county, New Hampshire, praying the || the matter a little more serious, and I beg 
passage of an act granting to soldiers, sailors, || leave to call on my friend from Pennsylvania 
aod marines who served in the late war prior || to know why he ran us in debt without any 
to September 23, 1863, or to their heirs, a || authority. 
bounty of $100 and one hundred and sixty | Mr. SCOTT. Mr President, I will endeavor 
acres of land, and equalizing the payment of ‘| to answer my friend from Ohio on that sub- 
bounties; which was referred to the Committee | ject. The history of the financial condition 
on Military Affairs. | of that committee is briefly this: the select 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, presented a || committee of the Senate appointed for tbat 
petition of J. M. Doddridge, United States || purpose bad an appropriation for the purpose 
ension agent, and thirty others, of Wheeling, || of defraying its expenses, and when the joint 
Vest Virginia, praying the passage of an act || committee was raised the balance at the ser- 
granting to soldiers, sailors, and marines who || vice of that committee was directed to bead ied 
served in the late war prior to September 23, || to the appropriation of $30,000 which was 
1863, or to their heirs, a bounty of $100 and | made to defray the expenses of the joint com- 
one hundred and sixty acres of land, and || mittee. The committee proceeded with i's 
Causing equalization in the payment of boun- || work, end the whole of that sum of $42,000 
ies; which was referred to the Committee on || was expended in the expense of bringing wit- 
Military Affairs, nesses to Washington, paying stenographers, 

Mr. LEWIS presented the petition of eight- || and paying the expenses of the committee. 


I do not rise to object to 


admitted, not even in the city of Wilming- 

1; and our children must be educated at 
our own expense, with such assistance as we 
may obtein from public and private charities, 
or grow up in ignorance.’’ I move that this 
memorial lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CALDWELL, presented the memorial 
of A. I. Van Luettwitz, first lieutenant United 
States cavalry, praying to be reinstated in the 
Army; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


' 
| 
| 
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came up whether the inquiries should still be 
continued, as all the members of the commit- 
tee, I believe, without exception, were of OF tue 
ion that the work allotted to the committee 
was not atall completed. When the question 
arose as to how the expenses of the committee 
were to be defrayed, it was ascertained that a 
clause in an speemececon bill passed at the 
close of the last session, placed a fund of 
$50,000 in the hands of the Department of 
Justice for the purpose of detecting and pun- 
ishing crime in the late insurrectionary States ; 
I do not remember the exact language, but that 
was the purport. The chairman of the com 

mittee was Tnecte’ to apply to the Attorney 
Gener:l to ascertain whether any portion of 
that fund could be placed at the service of 
the committee, and he did place at the service 


, of the committee the sum of $12,500 


With that sum the sub-committees were 
started, who went to the States of Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi, and at 


| the same time a sub-committee continued to 


sit for a short time in this city. Thatsum of 
$12,500, or the larger portion of it, was ex- 
pended in the payment of witnesses, and in the 
payment of the expenses of the members of 
the sub-committees who visited the southern 
States, to the extent that it would pay them. 
The sum of $27,845 named inthis bill embraces 
the whole amount so expended, including that 
sum of $12,500, which, as is stated in the com- 
munication laid before the House Committee 
where this bill originated, it was intended to 
reimburse tothe Depariment of Justice. How- 
ever, the appropriation having been properly 
made, | intended to state when this bill came 
into the Senate that as the House committee 
saw proper to make the appropriation only 
of what would cover that deficiency, instead of 
appropriating anything for the further prose- 
cution of the business of the joint committee, 
{ would, instead of returning it to the Aitorney 
General, ask that the whole expenses of the 
commiitee be audited by the Coniingent Ex 
pense Committee of the Senate, so that the 
chairman of the joint committee might not be 
charged with having control of any fund which 
does not come under proper inspection and 
aud ting, the other expenses having been passed 
by the Comptroller of the Treasury, and by the 
financial clerk of the Senate, under the rules 
that have governed such appropri vtions, 

Now, if the Senator trom Ohio desires 
me to go into particulars as to how the ex 
penditure has been made, I can only say that 
when it was the determination of the coinmit- 
tee to sit in Washington, a very large propor- 
tion of the expenses of the commitice were 
incurred in bringing witnesses to the city of 
Washivgton, where the average expense ol 
examining and keeping witnesses is of course 
very much larger than that of examining wit- 
nesses in the southern States. ‘)he nex: larg- 
est item probably is the item of stenogruphic 
reporting, and that is very large. Ihe com- 
mittee saw proper in making compensation for 
that item to follow the standard already fixed 
by Congress, and to pay the stenographic re 
porters ut the same rate that the reporters for 
the Congressional Globe are paid, they having, 
as we conceived, fully as laborious work as 
those reporters. ‘The amount, which does 
seem large in the statement that was laid 
before the Hcuse committee, will be accounted 
for when I state that the testimony already 
printed exceeds four thousand pages, and that 
when it is all printed it will exceed six thou 
sand printed pages. 

I should be very glad to give my friend any 
information as to the details which enter into 
tLis expenditure if he desires it, and I em 
willing to give what information be wants. 1 
can only assure him that the only complaint 
that has been made by my fellow-members of 
the committee, and especially by the Demo- 
cratic portion of them, has been that wo were 


entirely too economical in managing the ex- 


een hundred colored citizens of Richmond, | When the fund was exhausted the question | penses of this committee. 
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Mr. THURMAN. I haveso much faith and 
confidence—I say it without any affectation— 
in my friend from Pennsylvania, the chairman 
of the joint committee, that I am quite willing 
that he shall audit the accounts, and | know 
that no expenses could pass without his draft 
or approval. Iam quite sure, therefore, the 
money has been expended honestly; I have 


no complaint about that. I have heard, how- 


* | 
ever, that the committee were greatly imposed 


on by witnesses who procured themselves to 
be brought here, and who were not worth the 
cost of subsistence after they got here. 
that is | do not know; 1 
rumor. But that is not 
me as being very interesting 

We appropriated, if I understand the state- 
ment, when we passed the concurrent resolu 
tion appointing this committee, $30,000. 


it is only common 


l'o 


How } 


a matter that strikes | 


that an appropriation that belonged to a Senate | 


committee, amounting to $12,000, was added. 
That made $42,000. Now, I being something 
of astrict constructionist, would have supp sed, 
if I had heen on that committee, that when the 


means gave out my functions ceased, for] should || 


not have thought of 
of my own pocket. 
even if it had been a larger pocket than it is. | 
should therefore have thought that when the 
sinews of war gave out 1t was time to give up, 
and that the committee must stop and report 
the matter to Congress for its further action, 
for it to decide whether it would make any 
further appropriation. But it seems the com- 
mittee borrowed $12,000 from the Depart- 
ment of Justice. Where the Department of 
Justice got authority to lend the committee 
$12,000 { do not know. I did not know that 
the contingent fund of that Department could 
be properly applied to the 
committee formed the coneurrent reso 
lation of the two Houses, and for the defrayal 
of whose expenses the two Houses had made 
a specific appropriation. 1 should be inclined 
to think that the appropriation to the Depart- 
ment of Justice of a contingent fund was in 
tended by Congress for a different purpose 
from that for which it had made a specific 
eppropriation in the resolution for the appoint- 
ment of this special committee; but, of course, 
all respect should be paid to the conclusions 
of the Department of Justice on any question 
of law; we are bound to presume that the 
head of that great Department understands 
some luw; and, therefore, | suppose we are 
bound to presume that he was satisfied that 
he had a right to take his contingent fund 
and lend it to this committee. I confess I do 
not see it. It strikes me asa very singular 
proceeding. I do not know why they might 


paying the expenses out 


by 


| am quite sure of that, | 


uses of a special | 


not have gone and borrowed the contingent | 
fund of the Secretary of State, or of the Sec- | 


retary of the Interior, orof any other Depart- 
ment, as well as go and borrow the contingent 
fund of the Attorney General. 


But let that pass. We had $12,000 borrowed | 


there. That makes $54,000, and that money 
has all gone, and we now have adeficiency bill. 


1 should like as a matter of curiosity to know 


what appropriation we can make that is not | 


followed by a deficiency bill. 
that the deficiency bills are more numerous 
than the regular appropriation bills. We pass 
an appropriation bill for the Army. That is 
followed at the next session by one, two, three, 
or four deficiency bills. 


Navy. ‘That is followed by a similar number 


We pass one for the | 


of deficiency bills; and so on through the whole | 


service of the country. 


In other words, we | 


pass bills and send them forth to the country | 


making appropriations, and saying to the coun 
try the sam of these bills will pay the expenses 


of the Government for this year, when they | 


are not at all the expenses of the Government. 
when they are far below the expenses of the 
Government, and Congress has hardly met at 
the next session before deficiency bill after 
deficiency bill is brought in. 


We all know | 


| sir, is the reason we did notstop ; and although 
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sion, an imposition upon the country. It says 

to the country when we pass our regular ap- 

propriation bills, ** This shall be the amount 

of the expenses of the Government this year,”’ 

and the very next session the Appropriation 

Committee comes in with deficiency bill after 

deficiency bill amounting to millions of dol- 

lars. Why, sir, at the last session of the last 

Congress there were thirteen deficiency bills 

that passed this Senate and passed both | 
branches of Congress; and now it appears we 
cannot even appoint a special committee of 
investigation with limited power, and make a | 
specific appropriation of the amount of ex- 
penses that that committee shall incur, of as 
much money as we are willing to give it, but 
the committee must go and borrow money from 
one of the Departments, and the Committee 
on Appropriations must bring in a deficiency 
bill. I do not know what we shall have a 
deficiency bill about next. I do not know how 
small the subject may be upon which we make 
an appropriation, that we shall not have a | 
deficiency bill. 

I make these remarks not for the purpose 
of voting against paying ourdebts. I am will- 
ing to pay the debt of my friend from Penn- 
sylvania, although I do think he a little ex- 
ceeded his authority in borrowing the money 
and contracting the debt. 

Mr. SCOTT. I am somewhat relieved by 
the closing sentence of the Senator from Ohio, 
for I was a little uncertain whether he was 
opposed to the payment of the expenses of 
this committee, or only seeking this occasion 
to manifest his opposition to all deficiency 
bills. 

So far as he has indicated any opposition to 


the payment of the expenses of this committee, || 


that Opposition seems torest upon two grounds: 

First, that the committee may have been 
imposed upon by some witnesses. I can only 
state to the Senator from Ohio, and to the 
Senate generally, that the most arduous, and 


; perhaps the most disagreeable duty that was 


imposed upon the chairman of the committee 
was to guard against that very imposition, and 
that upon both sides of the question, I may say ; 
for we found about as much human nature on 
one side of itas on the other when it came toa 
desire to come b-fore the committee for the 
purpose of being witnesses and having expenses 
paid to Washington. I do not wish to go into 
any details on that subject, but | will simply 
say that I rejected more applications of wit- 
nesses of that kind who came voluntarily to 
be examined than [ granted, far more. 

The other point that the Senator makes is 
that when the appropriation ran out we ought 
then to have stopped. There are a great many 
people in the southern States who would have 
been glad if we had stopped just at that point ; 
but from the revelations which were made be- 
fore the committee up to that period we deemed 
it our duty to goon. We deemed that we had 
hardly more than broken the surface of a con- 
spiracy which demanded the attention of the 
Government, and believing that, we proceeded, 
and | can only point to the results in the courts 
of justice, and ask the country whether the 
committee was not justified in going on and 
incurring this debt, when I[ state that bills have 
been found against more than five hundred 


persons in the circuit court of South Carolina, | 


and against more than four hundred in the cir- 
cuit court of North Carolina; and [ think it 
is not too much to say that the results of the 
examination given to the officers of the law has 
stopped murder, whipping, and outrage, and 





taught those who disregarded the law that the | 
law was stronger than their conspiracy. That, 


I do not wish to put the Senator from Ohioin | 
the position of saying that his bill ought not to | 
be paid because wedid not stop, I do not think | 
that when the report is made and the testimony | 
taken comes to be considered by the country | 











after that by the sub-committees who wen: a 
the southern States. oy 

Now, as to the strict construction of 4; 
question, I have already called the attention .+ 
the Senator to the fact that this was not wha} 
terms the contingent fund of the Departmen, 
of Justice, but it was a specific appropriat 
made for the purpose of detecting and , 
ing crime in those States. The Attorney Gen 
eral believed that he was carrying out ») 
purpose of that appropriation in placir go th 
money in our hands, and although, as I hay, 
said, it was the intention to return it if ¢) 
appropriation were made large enough, we d 
not deem that there is any infraction of the Jay 
in applying it for that purpose; but as it is now 
made a deficiency bill solely, and the expenses 
of the committee will have to be paid—ang 
] may say that a considerable amount of th, 
unpaid portion of them isthe compensation dys 
to the members who went on those sub com 
mittees—as that is the intention, we shal] ys 
it for the purposes of the committee, if it he 
made, and, as | have already said, ask that tha 
portion of it be audited by the Committee 
Contingent Expenses of the Senate. [ trys 
that the explanation is satisfactory to the Sep. 
ator, and that the bill will be passed without 
further opposition. 

Mr. THURMAN. It isentirely satisfactory 
in one aspect of the case, and entirely unsat 
isfactory in another. The habit of a long life 
makes a lawyer apt to look at everything in 
legal point of view. It has been said that the 
practice of the law tends to sharpen and narrow 
aman’s mind. It may beso; and that a law 
yer canuot take a great consideration into view 
as he would do had he not been habituated to 
the law. 

My friend does not gainsay the proposition 
that this committee transcended its powers i 
spending money which it had no authority 
spend, in obtaining money from the Depart 
ment of Justice that it was not authorized t 


@ 


\ 


itlor 


or 
u 


| obtain, for no matter what the Department 





fi . _ there will be any objection to our not stopping || ; 
The whole course of proceeding is a delu- || at that point when it is seen what was done || honorable chairman of this committee. He 


Justice was authorized to do with that money 
the amount of money that this committee was 
authorized to spend was fixed by u specia 
appropriation of Congress for that purpose. 

Bat my friend says there were great abuses 
to examine into, and great good has resulted 
from that examination. That reminds me o! 
an incident I happened once to witness in 
court, in which a man complained bitterly tha! 
he had been indicted for assault and battery. 
He was asked, ‘* Did you not commit the as- 
sault and battery?’’ He replied, ‘* Certainly 
I did, but I ought not to be indicted for it; the 
fellow I whipped was such a mean fellow.’ 
[Laughter.}] And so in this case my friend 
says, ‘‘It is true the committee transcended 
the powers which were vested in it, it expended 
money it had no authority to expend, it ran 
into debt when it had no right to do it, but 
these fellows we were after were such mean 
fellows, and therefore it is all right and prope 
although we expended more money than we 
were authorized to expend, and contracted 
debts which Congress never authorized us to 
contract.’’ ; 

I do not undertake to go into the question 
now of what good or what evil has resulted 
from this investigation. I am perfectly will 
ing, for this argument, to admit all that my 
friend has said, and said so eloquently, as to 
the benefits that have resulted from this invest 


| igation; but I do say it is of very evil example 
| for a committee of this body to go beyond th 


appropriation which Congress has made for Its 
use and then to come ia with a deficiency bil! 
I do say that not only in strict law, but accord 
ing to any law, their duty was, when the appre 
yriation was expended, to report the fact 
Seherkey and let Congress decide, not th 
committee, whether to make a further appro 
priation to proceed with that investigation 
Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I will make 8 
remark or two in reply to what fell from the 
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. happy results of the oper itions of 


: 1 Sat i 
invoked by the Pre 


‘| sittee, as shown in the courts of South 
m8 and North Carolina. Now, sir, | 
_ J] the evil and all the social disorder 
K ~» disturbed and cursed the southern 
= - to the interference of the Federal Gov- 
. their domestic State vernments. 
Al e close of the year 1865, when those 


\ ident of the 
1 1 States and the Federal authorities to 
. ate their governments, and when they 
dto that work by calling conventions, 
shing slavery, by repudiating the prin- 
secession, and also the debts created 
to support the rebs llion, those States 
a conditi mn of comparative security, 
and order, and all that was needful 
‘. enable them to occupy that position and 
1 improvement until they rein- 

i nerfect order and security, wa: that they 


YY 
, 


. + C 

left to their own right of self-govern 
Sir. there never has been u truer and 

: serious struggle between an alien gov- 


d a selt-government of a 
been maintained in those States 
between the authorities of the Federal Gov 


ernment and the people of those respective 
ota 

It is this attempt upon the part of the Gov 

of the United States to usurp in the 

anil , States all the powers of the State 

9 nt, which belong to the people by 


rsystem and by its great principles, that has 
ed those disorders to which the hon- 
Senator from Pennsylvania has referred 
marks, and which he says have been 
y suppressed by the advent of this 
e into the southern States, 
consequent prosecutions that have taken place 
; rts subsequent to its investigations 
Sir, all those scenes of confusion, of disorder, 
hy, of oppression in the southern States 
egitimate fruits of the interference and 
the usurpations of the General Government 
»wer of self government as it apper- 
» the people of those States. {it may 
have resulted for the time by conzressional 
legi and the reconstruction acts, and 
by the sending of the military power of the 
Government, in the seeming repression and 
correction of those disorders, but it is only 
seeming and delusive. No people that deserve 
the right of self-government are going to sub 
tto such a conditionof things. If they do, 
they are not only unworthy, but unfit and 
incompetent to the task of self government. 


tree 
COL 


i anal 


tained t 


(hese disorders will break forth as long as | 
his interference with the right of the people | 


of the southern States to self-government is 
continued by the Federal authorities. The way 
to correct them, to give them peace, is to allow 
the pe 
own inherent, inalienable, and indestructible 
right of self government. Throw them upon 
their own rights and upon their own responsi- 
bilities. Who has so much interest to have 





vn 


peace 
ment of those States as the people themselves? 
And when they are left to the exercise of their 
own rights undisturbed, uninterfered with by 
the power of the General Government, they 


will soon rectify these disorders, they will soon | 


c 


come to a state of peaceful government, of 
protection of personal rights and of property. 
Bul this condition of things can never be re- 
sial lished while there is this continual inter- 
erence with and supervision of the right of 
tie people of the southern States to self-gov- 
ernment by the General Government. 

Sir, if there had been no reconstruction 
acts there would have been peace and order 
and harmony and good feeling in the southern 
States among the people themselves and to- 
ward the General Government. But it was 
not intended that this happy state of things 
should have come about. It was to defeat it, 
to prevent it, and produce confusion and dis- 
order and violence, such as would authorize 
the interference of the strong arm of the Gen- 
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c 
{ 
I 


and the | 


people | 


eral Government by the military power, that 
that state of things which so happily existed 
in 1865 was not permitted to proceed to its 
further consummation. 

Sir, we are getting up too many of these 
roving committees ; they ure becoming expen- 
sive, troublesome; they do no good, or the 
amount of good they do is inconsidera)] 
compared with the amount of evil. You ought 
to stop that policy. You ought to allow the 
people of the southern States to have the 
same rights which the people of all the other 
States have, the right of self-government, of 
protecting their own government, of attending 
to their own affairs and their own interests, 
and of administering them; and until that is 
done the idea of peace and order and har 
mony in the southern States is all delusive. 

You may repress these disorders by the mili 
tary heel. The strong arm of the power of the 
United States Government, as administered by 
military foree, may produce this repression of 
disorder, this seeming promise of tranquillity 
and peace; but it will all be delusive. The 
only mode of bringing about a permanent and 
peaceable corrective is to let the people of the 
southern States have, uninterrupted by the 
General Government, their own right of self- 
government; and whenever that principle is 
acknowledged, and is honestly acted upon by 
the authorities of the United States, we shall 


| soon have recurring peace and harmony there. 


yple of the southern States to have their | 


and order and security in the govern- | 





Mr.SCOTT. Mr. President, when a theory 
is started, a single fact is worth a world of 
words in argument about it. I do not propose 
to follow my friend from Kentucky in an argn 
ment about his theory, that all these disorder 
have followed 


L 


from the reconstruction acts; 


but Kentucky I believe has not been under the 


reconstruction acts, and the fact to which I wish 
to refer my friend lies in the very large number 
of communications from his own State of Ken- 


| tucky, complaining of the very violence and 


| disorder from the Ku Klux organization in that 


unreconstructed State which prevails in the 


| other southern States that were the subject of 


reconstruction. [shall he glad to furnish them 
to my friend for his reading, as he is industrious 
on that subject. I shall turn over that fact 
against his theory. I hope the bill will pass 
before the expiration of the morning hour. 

Mr. SAWYER. I hope we shall have a 
vote on this bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I will make a 
single remark in reply to my honorable friend 
from Pennsylvania. Heseems to think that Ku 
Klux disorders abound very much in the State 
of Kentucky. In that he is mistaken; and his 
informers, if they tell him differently from my 
statement, do not tell him the truth. There 
have been a very few cases of such disorders 
in Kentucky ; and a great many of those that 
have arisen there have arisen from the officions 
and needless interference of persons in the 


| employment of the General Government in the 


affairs of the people of that State, and without 
that interference the cases of which my honor- 
able friend has been informed would have been 
much fewer than they have been. I will say 
further that the officers and employés of the 
United States Government, as a general rule, 
in the State of Kentucky fill their offices for 
spoils and plunder. Their object is not tocor 
rect disorders and abuses: and not to have obe 
dience to law, but to multiply the violations 
of it, that they may be made the occasions of 
permitting these men to fill their pockets with 
official or semi-official spoils. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Kentucky will please suspend his remarks. 
Tine Chair dislikes to check the Senator at 
this point, but the morning hour has expired 
and the unfinished business of yesterday is now 
before the Senate, being the bill (S. No. 76) to 
facilitate commerce between the United Siates 
and China, Japan, and the countries of Asia. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I have no more 
to say. 


Mr. SAWYER. I ask that the 


morning | 
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hour be extended one moment, that we may 
take the vote on this bill. ‘ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. [he Senator 
from Kentucky is still on the floor. 

Mr. SAWYER. He says he has finished. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. Ihave no objec 
tion to the vote being taken 

The VICE PRESIDENT The Senator 
from South Carolina asks that the unfinished 
business be passed over informally, in order 
that a vote may be reached on the bill which 
hus been under discussion 


If there is no 
objection, that course will be pursued. House 
hill No. 484 is still before the Senate as in 


Committee of the Whole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
umendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT MONDAY 

Mr. THURMAN. I move that when the 
Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on 
\ionday next. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Lhope not. The Sen 
ator from Ohio is not perhaps aware that my 
colleague [Mr. Logan] gave notice a day or 
two since that he desired to call up a bill to-mor- 
row and make some remarks on it. I hope the 
Senate will not adjourn over. 

ir. THURMAN. I understand that he says 
it makes no differenceto him: he is willing to 
postpone his remarks until next week; he 
would as soon make them then as to-morrow. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then, if the Senate 
thinks proper to adjourn over, I have nothing 
to say about it. | was not aware that my col- 
league had been consulted in regard to it 

Mr. THURMAN. He was consulted about 
it. I think we shall save time by adjourning 
over this week. 

the VICK PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Ohio, that 
when the Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ASTATIC COMMERCIAL COMPANY 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The unfinished 
business is now before the Senate, being the 
bill (S. No. 76) to facilitate commerce between 
the United States and China, Japan, and the 
countries of Asia. 

Mr. SCOLT. The Senator from Oregon who 
has charge of the unfinished business, [Mr 
Corsett, | is unable to be in his seat this morn 
ing Owing to other engagements, and requests 
me to move that that bill be made the special 
order for Wednesday next. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Lam willing it should be 
postponed, but | hope it will not be made a 
special order. That is a bill to incorporate a 
private company for purposes of trade. It is 

thing we have never done. I hope we shal 
not make a special order of such a bill as that 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is now before 
the Senate, and the question is, what shall be 
done with it? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope we shall post- 
pone it. Is the motion to postpone and make 

ne billa sp cial order divisible? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. The post- 
ponement can be effected by a majority, but 
the making of a bill a special order requires a 
two-thirds vote. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask, then, for a divis 
ion, 80 as to vote on postponing it without 
making it a special order. 

Mr. SCOTT. I desire to state, on behalf 
of the Senator from Oregon, who is absent, 
that he has a special interest in this bill, and | 
call the attention of the Senator from Illinois 
to the fact that with the special orders already 
fixed it is highly probable that this bill will go 
over much beyond Wednesday, even if it be 
made a special order for that day. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope it will not be 
made a special order at all. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I rise to make 
a suggestion. If this bill goes on the table, it 
may be taker up at any time, ! snnpose? 


ro 








vt 


The VICE PRESIDENT. By a majority 


role 

Mr MORRILL yf Maine. Then I move 
that ind at will be within 
th re t from Oregon when 
evel I y of the Se t 
j C.49S l ra ) 

jhe vy if a | » DI V1. Per l y ie 
Ino l » | | f i Senator trom M ( 
makes au mn ¢ 0 p l { which 18 
to Lhe nf table 

| ( 1OLiO wa greed ) 

Bil PRODUCED 

The VICE PRESIDENT If there be no 
obj mm, the ¢ \ receive the m rning 
busine andcatit ind joint re yulloONn 

Mi Ch AGIN LS landt unanimous con 
eent oly ed. | e to roaut a bill (S. No 
bob ( i ne p mn ot Jo eph burn 
ham: which was read twice by its title, ret ed 
to the Committee on ii } ions, and order ae 


be pri ted 
Mr. CARPENTER asked, and by unanimous 
a bill S. 


No. 457) toa iorize the West Wisconsin Rail- 


consent obtained ave to introduce 


up and maintain a bridge 


bi iv ( tr pat y KE } 

for railway purposes across Lake ot. Croix, 

att vy ¢ Hludson, in the State of Wiscon 
; . } 

in; which was read twice by its title, referred 


to thie Committee on Comme rece, and ord red 


to bey 0 j 

Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 458 
to provide tor the segregation of the publ Cc 


which was read 
e Committee on 


lands of the United States: 
twice by its title, referred to tl 
Public Land ) be printed. 


is, and ordered t 
He also asked, and by unanimous consent 


obtal ed, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
409 dehoing he rights of persons settling 
upon the public lands; which was read twice 


ti , referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

He i asked, and by nanimous con- 
Rent OD uned, eave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 460) to abolish the coinage charge in the 
mints of the United States; which 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee 
on Finance, and ordered t 


was read 


» be printed. 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT SAN FRANCISCO. 
Mr. COLE submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and neres ] to: 


Res Chat the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds be instructed to inquire into the ex 
pedien te ting asuitable buildingonthe vacant 
portiun of the custom-house grounds, io San Fran 


cisco, for the use of the Federal officers in that city 
who are now occupying rented tenements, and that 
they be directed to report by bill or otherwise. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 


Senate a message from the 


President of the 
United States, commun cating, In compliance 


with a resolution of the Senate of tl 19th of 
: : : 

December last. ce rrespondence relating to the 

subject of international coinage; which was 


referred to the Committee on linance, and 
ordered to be printed, 
lhe VICK: PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate the following communication: 
April 19, 1871. 


rhe undersigned being authorized and directed by 


W asuinotoy, D. ¢ 


the second section of the act of Congress, approved 
2ith May R70 ¢ ‘ ' ns t! . 

etl : , to ascertain and settle upon princi- 
ples of ju fair and just compensation for the 
use of the Corcoran Art Building and grounds, sit- 


uated at th orner of Pennsylvania avenue and 
Seventeenth street, inthe city of Washington, while 
the same were « ipted by the United Statés forthe 
public service, hereb ward the sum of $125,000 for 
the use by the United States of said building and 


grounds. 
WM. W. BELKNAP, 
secretary of War. 
GE . S. BOUTWELL, 
retary of the Treasury. 
iL. MIL TON FISH, 
Secretary of State. 
The communication was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed, 


THE CON 


PAPERS WITUDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. FERRY, of Michigan, it 
was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Timothy 
Baker be taken from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Post Odices and Post 


On motion of Mr. STEVENSON, it was 
Ordered, That Mrs. E. B. McCormick be, and she 
hereby is,au rized to withdraw the papers in her 
claim now on file before the Committee of Claims of 
the Senate. 
DAVIS, of West Vir 


On motion of Mr. 


Il Was 


rginia, 


Ordered, That the papers in the claim of Charles 
and H.W. Spencer be taken from the files of the Sen- 
ate and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion of Mr. SAWYER, it was 

Ordered, That Donnelly and Egan have leave to 
withdraw their papers from the files of the Senate. 

ONE TERM FOR PRESIDENT 

Phe VICE PRESIDENT. The regular morn- 
ing business seems to have concluded. The 
Senator from New York gave notice of his 
desire to call up a joint resolution to day for 
the purpose of submitting remarks upon it. 

Mr. CONKLING.  lask that the resolution 
to which I referred be taken up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New York moves that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of the joint resolution (S. R 
No. 4) proposing an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, contining the 
President to one term. 

lhe motion ~ agreed to; and the joint 
resolution (5. R. No. 4) proposing an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, 
confining the President to one term, was read 
the second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, we have 
entered an era of reform—a change has been 
made in the civil service. It will, I trust, be 
realand useful. It will be vain if it does not 
cure the chief evils it is meant to remedy. 
Place hunting, is one of the great industries of 
the nation—it is almost a mania. Public em- 
ployment is set above private occupation, and 
this, though for the honest and the competent, 
public employment is the poorest field of Amer 
ican exertion. Public agents and representa 
tives have been hindered in their duties, and 
their time taxed by applicants for office. In 
this way their usefulness has been impaired, 
and they have been much belied, too, by those 
who cannot understand that any man or any- 
thing is honest, and who feel robbed whenever 
an ap point ment is made without, in some way, 
paying toll to them. 

Lhe President has been made the object of 
gross assault, because he would not yield to 
demands sometimes sordid and vile, touching 
‘*patronage ;’’ and the purest public adminis- 
trator has been exposed to suspicion of abus 
ing the appuinting power for personal ends. 
lhese evils, among others, have cursed the 
public service, and the proposed change isnot 
worth trying unless it goes far to uproot them. 
lhe very firststep in the new plan, is to divorce 
appointments from patronage and favoritism. 
lhe head and front of the change, is to make 
the bestowal of place no longer. hinge on the 
— of the appointing power. In other ore 

ve are about to try the withdrawal of politics 
asaeiannns from polities. The first effect, and 
chief merit claimed for this, is that nomina- 
tions and elections by the people, will not be 
helped or hurt by hopes or fears of the gain or 
loss of place. 

In the presence of this transition, and facing 
it on the threshold, a motion is made to amend 
the Constitution so as to forbid reélections to 
the Presidency. Weare told that the amend- 
ment belongs to the refurm—that without the 
amendment, the reform is nothing. The amend- 
ment is designed to do away with an. alleged 
wrong of the old system of appointments, and 
we are told that in dismissing the old system 
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to get rid of a peril to which the old syste; 
open, but which the new system is gs) 
designed to remove. ; 

Unde r usages and re jens ons of the , 
the President, it is said, t aid his r 
tion by the bad use of patro iY 
argument; and now, when we are 
of shutting out, or fencing in, patron 
that ite uinot be thus us d, \ we are : 
suy tl hi itthe President never shall be rei 
at all 

We are in the act of providing that P, 
dents sha!l not be reélected by bad hit 
we are told that as part of the came 
must provide that Presidents shail no 
elected by good means. 

We are in the act of ror ting Out the greg: 
alleged evil of reéligibility to second 
dential terms, when we are told that wi 
not leave reGligibility standing in the C 
tution, even afte rits alle ‘ged evil has been ta 


away. 

We are about stripping a thing of the 
standing « obj ection to it, and we are told | 
the thing itself must not exist after the obj 
tion is gone. ; 

lhis seems very odd. 
it all the other way. 

To me, the two things seem not only distinet 
but opposite. They seem not to belo: 
gether at all. They scem to contradict ez 
other. If we were engaged in preservi 
old system of appoiutments, I could se 
fitness and 1. use of removing dangers, re 
or supposed, belonging to that system. Bu 
when weare "tcmne ina newsysiem, Ido 
see the need ot a constitutional auathe 
aimed at departing evils. 

Abuses banished with the old system, and 
superseded and prevented by the new, would 
seem not to require further action, certain|; 
not to require action warring on reason in othe: 
respects. 

lt may be urged that in spite of the change 
just begun, a :emnant of patronage wiill stil 
remain. ‘This is true; but to deny that 
new measures will shield the great body 
public service, is to discredit aud desert refe 
in advance, and to brand it as a failure. 

Again, it seems like a blow in ihe face of 
civil service refurm to eject or exclude a man 
from office merely because he has held it four 
years. ‘‘Removalsounly forc ause ;”” ‘* tevur 
depending on gt 0d be havior; oe retalul ig 
place those who do their duty? —these ure t 
trite and favorite catch-words of civil service 
reform. Yet here comes a me, to fix a c¢ 
stitutional bar sinister upon an ollicer, because 
he has been an officer four years, and because 
he has won such public confidence that yo 
can get rid of him only by imposing a legal 
disabiiity. 

I’or these reasons, omitting others, the pro 
posed alteration of the Constitution seems 
quite uncalled for now. It seems so uncalled 
for that we pause to ask why it is here. 

A presidential canvass is upon us, and the 
dominant party is likely to support for reélec: 
tion the present Chief Magistrate. Does this 
fact throw any light upon ‘the portentous pr 


il 
iit 


h 


i 


| amble, and the solemn resoiution belore us » 


|} ponement. 


He must be blind, indeed, who does not see 
in this proposed amendment, a device, 
weight, an expedient, to affect the reélection 
of President Grant. 

Ostrich-like, it buries its head, but ostrich 
like, itis big with « exposure. It wears a vali 
of preat nble and a fig-leat of benevolent p 
It tries to hide its real self under 


# MaKe 


the words: 


“This amendment shall not take effect until after 
the 4th of March, 1873.” 


Our attention was especially called to thes 


|| words. What are they for? Why are they 
| there? ‘They pretend to give us respite, 0! 
| reprieve. 


| 


One falls into reverie while considering 


itself, an 1 foundinga new and different system, || whether most to admire the guilelessness 0 
\| we must also change the Constitution, in order || the skill, the ingenuousness or the ingenuity, 


qi 
a 
r 


18% 


— 
—_—_ 


whic] 
No ¢ 
these 


apsta 
puve 
const 





fire ( 
nigh 
conv 
peop 
oun 


Th 
move 
pul h 
only 
care 


the s 





PL 


m, and 
would 
artainly 
n othe: 


change 
til still 
: t - 
al ihe 
yO t] , 


relorm 


Av 


face of 
-a Man 
1U tour 
teuures 
il ig in 
are the 
service 
racou 
yecause 
yecause 
at you 
a lefa 
ne pro 
seems 
ncalied 


nd the 
re elec: 
yes this 
us pre 
B us? 

not see 
make 
lection 


strich 
5 a vail 
it post 
" under 


til after 


o these 
“e they 
rite, oO! 


idering 
ness OF 
enuity, 


1872. 


— 


which contrived such a mercy for the present. 
No ordinary forecast descried the need of 

erring werds. No common anxiety to 
rom thrusting at the present Exec- 
ative, strove thus to trip the flying feet of a 
constitutional amendment. One Ouly usually 
cantious, would never have gone to such con- 
sidera'e pains. The national convention will 
occur in less than half a year, and the election 
in ten months, and most men, in their loose 
and careless habit, would not have stopped to 
think that a constitutional amendment which 
hus nade no progress in half a century, might 
guddenly escape trom Congress now, and whirl 
through the Legislatures ot three quarters of 
gil the States, within so short a time. 

Without such saving words, however, we 
might have been cast in apit. Spreading like 
fre ona prairie,a furor for the amendment 
might have swept the country, and when the 
convention was ready to nominate, and the 
people to elect, the candidate might have been 
found constitutionally dead, 

Thanks to the forethought of its distinguished 
mover, the amendment is iron-clad against 
such a catastrophe. So far, all is well, but 
only so far. In spite ofall this, iu spite of the 
care of the scribe, in spite of the insight of 
the statesman, and the foresight of the prophet, 
it ig an electioneering document still. This 
was unavoidable, if it was to he brought up be- 
fore the election. ‘The pith of the measure, 
was the ‘*one term principle.’? ‘That, could 
not be left out, or covered up. There was the 
rub, and there was the electioneering efficacy 
also. Jf the American people in Cougress as- 
sembled, and in their respective States, now 
pronounce for the one-term dogma, how can 
they stultify themselves, and straightway tram- 
ple on the dogma, by electing a President for 
a second term? Such will be the logic when 
the time comes. 
thoughtful provision that the amendment shall 
not take etfect before the people can turn 
round, it does afier all take full etfect upon the 
present canvass. Indeed it is almost a pity 
that the postponing clause was put in at all— 
it only rouses suspicion that it was inserted 
just to throw dust in the people’s eves, and 
impose on somebody. Worldly minds will 
believe that gravely putting off the time when 
the amendment shall take effect, till after a 
date, belure which no one could expect a wise 
amendment to be ratified, was only a sly way 
to rid the affair of the appearance of person- 
ality, in order to gain for it a more unsuspect- 
ing hearing. 

Worldly minds will reason that if the real 
object was to produce no effect on the ap- 
proaching election, but only on subsequent 
elections, the whole purpose would have been 
attained by deferring the introduction of the 
amendment till the next session of Congress. 

The Senator from Massachusetts has been 
elected and reélected three times in succes- 
sion tothe Senate, for six years each time. 
During his repeated terms, there has been but 
one occasion, before this, when the proposi- 
tion he now brings forward, could not have 
been considered on its merits, without even 
the appearance of being aimed at any individ- 
ual. 

When Mr. Lincoln’s second nomination was 
approaching, such a proposition, had that time 
been selected for it, would no doubt have been 
regarded asa thrust at him. Excepting that 
One occasion, a year could hardly be found 
during the last thirty-nine years, when the 
proposition might not have been canvassed 
Without reflecting upon any one. From Jack- 
son to Lincoln, neither party, except in one 
case, has renomiuated a President, or seriously 
thought of doing so. 

Such an innovation, could have been can- 
vassed without personality during the present 
Adininistration, at any time betore antagon- 
isms cropped out, and before public sentiment 

ripened in fuvor of conferring a second 
term upon the present Executive. 


these de! 
abstain 1 


In spite, therefore, of the | 
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been held back, and now, having been heralded 
for weeks in newpapers, and called ‘‘the big 
gun’’ of the Senator, it is brought into a polit- 
ical canvass. The fact that it is so brought, 
implies that urgent reasons prompt it. Js it 
designed to carry to the country the idea that 
special objections to a reélection, objections 
new and urgent, exist in the present case? Is 
it neant to create the impression that patron- 
age has been specially prostituted of late, or is 
it deemed necessary to resort to means 
unusual, to defeat a candidate who cannot be 
defeated otherwise? 

The country will construe the proceeding 
with unerring discernment. 

The advocates of the candidate at whom this 
bow is bended, will derive encouragement from 
it. Desperate cases, require desperate reme- 
dies, and heroic treatment. 

After all the depths and shoals of calumny 
have been sounded, after falsehood and vul- 
garity have been poured out till grossness itself 
is sated, afier every weapon in the poisoned 
armory of rancor has been plied, after the re 


sO 


| sources of civilized and of savage warfare have 


been exhausted, what must be the hold of a 
candidate on the affections and respect of his 
countrymen, when the last chance of his over 
throw is by constitutional amendment ! 

He is not the first magistrate who has un- 
dergone persecution, in which hatred, jeal- 


| ousy, and baffled intrigue, have mingled their 


gallin bitter cruelty. The penalties he pays, 


| have been paid by the fearless and the upright 


who have gone before him, and a as he 
pays them, for vindicating the independence 
and purity of his great office. 


Injustice is heaped on him, and on those | 
l'o espouse him, is to ineur 


who sustain him. 
the vengeance and the libels of the most viru- 
lent newspapers in the land. 

Presses and demagogues vie with each other 
in assaults upon him, but this is the old story, 
and he is secure, as no predecessor for forty 


| years has been secure, against detraction and 


| dent was the object of att ck. 
| both parties furnished the assailants. 


defeat. 

Forty years ago, Senate and country rang 
with a higher din than we hear. ‘Then, as 
now, 4 reélection was pending, and the Presi- 
Then, as now, 
Then, 
as now, bitterness and injustice ruled the hour. 
rhen giants dealt the blows, and stout were 
the bosses of his buckler who could stand 
against them. ‘Then, as now, the waves of 


| party and of faction dashed against a soldier 


and a patriot, but the people believed in Jack- 
son, and the waves were shivered into spray. 
Mr. Lincoln’s administration, also, met with 


| foul denunciation, and envenomed defection. 


Who has forgotten the attitude then, of men 
and presses who assail the President now? But 
the man assailed, was again one in whom the 
people believed, and editors, politicians, and 
Senators, were alike impotent. 

Compare the third year of Mr. Lincoln's 
administration, with the third year now; com- 
pare General Jackson's third year, with this ; 
compare the third year of any administration 
since Washington’s, and in strength with the 
people, in usefulness and good results, in just 


| deserts. and in the certainty of its approval by 


the nation, this century has seen no adminis- 
tration so a as this. Yet this time 
is chosen to 


| the people in chosing whom they please for 


President. 

I have been speaking of time and occasion. 
I would say something, also, of the meri's of 
this measure without regard totime. ‘There 
is food for thought in what it omits, as much 
as in what it proposes. It is not less suggest 
ive where it is silent, than where it speaks. 

It isa scheme to fetter the people perma- 
nently in their free choice of a single othcer 
only, and that officer the only one, save the 
Vice President, upon whose choice the ~vhole 
people act. Before we come tothe wisdom of 


But it lras |j this, something may be said of the propriety of || tion, 


auuch an amendment to handcuff 


a 


Congress suggesting it, and suggesting nothing 
nore. 

It is not proposed to say of Senators or Rep- 
resentatives that they shall not be chosen a 
second time. Qn the contrary, Senators and 
Represeniaiives, while holding fast to their 
own 1e@ligibility, are to invite the people to 
disqualify somebody else, and that somebody, 
the man who may block the way to the one 
clevation to which Senators and “Representa 
tives are thought to aspire. 

Lhe awkwardness of this, if it be awkward, 
should not deter Congress from pre posing an 
amendment, if there were no other way to get 
it before the country. t 
way. ' 


But there is another 
(wo origins for constitutional »mend- 
ments are provided. ‘They may be initiated by 
Congress, but they need not be. Here are the 
words of article five of the Constitution of the 
United States: 


of both 


propose 


“The Congress, whenever two thirds 
Houses shall deem it necessary, shall 
amendments to this Constitution.” 

Ilere is one way; but there is another, as 
follows: 

“Or, on the application of the Legislatures of two 
thirds of the States, shall call a convention for pro- 
posing anendwents,”’ 

In view of this alternative provisic n, vesting 
in the State Legislatures, equally with Con- 
gress, power and discretion in this behalf, it 
would seem that Congress is not the appropri- 
ate sponsor of an ame ndment, sparing Senators 
and Representatives, but hitting the President. 

Such an amendment, proceeding from the 
States, would have a certain fitness and deco- 
rum, which cannot be imparted to it by those 
who cling to their own privilege of ‘reélec: 
tion, and who may themselves be presidential 
aspirants. 

if we think the subject of second terms 
of office, needs overhauling, if we ** deem it 
necessary,’’ in the words of the Constitution, 
to propose amendments with that view, let us 
turn our thoughts inwardly. Let us try to see 
ourselves as others see us, 

Do not Senators, as well as Presidents, 
need to be delivered from temptation? May 
not Senators, well as Presidents, be 
tempted to scheme, and intrigue, and play the 
demagogue, and defame other depariments of 
the Government, and neglect their duties, and 
employ patronage, and even worse means, all 
to secure a reélection, or, a still higher place? 

Have not the aspirations of Senators to the 
Presidency, been fruitful sources of mischief 
at other stages in our history ? 

Have not passionate discords, unseemly 
contentions, cruel enmities, pernicious dis- 
turbances, and bad legislation, grown out of 
the ambition of members of one or the other 
House of Congress? 


as 


The worst broils in our politics, have fes 
tered in Congress, and who does not know 
their cause ? 

Think of the wrong, the injustice, the false 
accusations and suspicions, the bad passions, 
the abuse of public interest, the needless, 
hurtful agitations, which would not have been, 
if Senators and Representatives could never 
have been candidates for the Presidency, or 
candidates for reélection. 

History speaks no uncertain voice in this 
respect; and yet the Senate has been well 
said to be the altar, not the staircase of 
presidential hopes. Hecatombs of candidates 
have been offered up here, but none have 
gone hence to the presidential chair. I call 
the attention of friends around me to this 
fact. 

It is long since a man who ssid “ nigger’ 
could be elected President; it is much jonger 
since a Senator could be elected President. 


Of all who have tried it, I think not one ever 


yet performed the feat of passing from this 
Chamber to the chair of State. Men have 
achieved nominations while in the Senate, like 
Clay, Cass, and Douglas, but never an elec 
The Constitution has not been in the 
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, has heen with the power 
} i the Constitution, 


behind and the peo 
ple. I iends from Nev ia, Ver- 
mont, and Ith Island that hey must 
renounce t . te and all its w irks, if they 
wish ¢ P lheir staying, will not 
pre) ce tl with me¢ I shall vote for them 
ne it tb e i a hot-house airin 
the . ‘ ich bree indidates for the 
P lene. it makes them past bearing, and 
kk 1 oOo! i yet their growth. 
it Senate breeds unhealthy candidates for 
the Presid y. but it breeds many lusty sue 
ce candidate for reelectiont » the Senate. 
Unless we amend the Constitution and prevent 
it, the me may come, when scheming candi 
dates will be breeded. candidates who would 
use legislation, who would clutch at anything, 
and c at to reélect themselves. 
Let u y ft t to heart, and not forget 
oursely whe castl about among the per 
of see it ' (he term of Senators 1s 81x 
year that of the President, butfour. A Sen 
at r re ‘ i »the Legislature of but 
a singl ite, the President answers to the 
whole ! lhe Executive chair holds but 
one pet when vacated, no experience re- 
ma here to ithe neweomer ihe Senate, 
the other hand, has many members, of whom 


only one r out at atlime,and thus every 


new comer finds two thirds of the body already 

lin its affa lf it be said that Senators 
and Representatives have not the appointing 
power, and that therein thei case 138 unl ke 
the | | answer ‘hat the distinction 
is W a f we Senators actup mn 
nominat ; by the President. and Senators 
and hepresentally . n respect of their States 


or aist ets, ave a dir ct part in St lee ions for 


considerations find no place in the 
re ition now before us Let us see what 
does findaplace there The project is, to pro 
pose tothe people to imbed in the funds amental 
law, beyond their reach, exce ptt backward 
constitulional amendment, a veto and edict 
ug themseive fhe scheme isto narrow 
he circle from ich the people may choose 
their Chiet Mag strate, it is proposed to sti ke 
certain names from the list from which the 


President may be taken. Whom is it proposed 
ls it proposed to disqualify those 


who, from incapacity, ignorance, vice, treason, 


or al ce with foreigu Powers or public ene- 
mies, would disgrace the Presidency or endan- 
ger the country? Not at all. If it were so 
pro} ed. th peasure would be at least harm- 
les lt might, to be sure, be deemed aretlection 


on popular virtue and intelligence to presume 
that the m jority wou d ever p ck out tor chiet 
ruler, aman of known gross unfitness. It might 
be said too that if the rule of a majority be safe 
or tolerable at all, it can be trusted upon sucha 
question, and it might be added that if one 
lice needs the 
protect 1t from the errors 
othce hould be she ltered also. 

But the measure before us is not leveled 
at the unlit, nor at the doubttul, but at those 
most fit, and most approved. Its aim and 
object 3 to exclud demonstrated fitness. 
It visits only tried capacity. 

In ther ame ot civil 


ot the people, other 


service reform, we are 
asked to advise the nation to tie its hands 
against ever availing itself the services of 
that citizen, who, haVing once been chosen 
Presi lent, h is 
prove the wisdom of his cho ice, and to con- 
vince his countrymen that he is still the best 
and safest guardian of the trust. 

We are to disable nobody but the one man, 
who, trom time to time, may by actual trial be 
found most capable and acceptable. 

What would be thought of such a suggestion 
applied to the common affairs of life? 


Yet this is the meaning and effect of the | 
It must be idle and inoperative | 


amendment 
as to all Presidents who do not specially com- 
mend themselves to the peopie. 


It could bea 


shield of the Constitution to 


acquitted himself so well as to | 


| tor, mechanic, or President, every 


bar only to those who must be crippled by law 
to prevent their reaching the Presidency again. 
fei is a disability to be imposed on the people. 

It abridges the nation’s right to choose whom 
it will for President; it does more, it seeks out 
the particular man, the people would choose, 
and says they shall not choose him. It seeks 
out no man whom the people would not choose ; 
it could never, even by accident, hit any man 
whom the people would not choose: its whole 
scope isto compel those to be left, who otherwise 
would be taxen. For madmen, such shackles 
might be fit; they might do for children, but 
it seems odd to try to put them on a free 
people fit to govern themselves. When people, 
or States, hold out their hands and ask Con- 
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gress to put such manacies on them, the work | 


will go more bravely on 

We are reminded that a political party, now 
no more, declared in favor of electing its candi- 
dates but once. This was a resolution in a 
party platform, made for acampaign. A rev- 
enue or a protective tariff, a national bank, a 
sub-Treasury, the annexation of ‘Texas, have 
also from time to time appeared on the eddy- 
ing currents of party waves. Who ever thought 

petrifying suck things in the Constitution? 
Party platforms, and party measures, are fleet- 
ing and changing; 
dissolve; but the Constitution remains. 

Weare referred to the ills said to come from 
the President being eligible to a second term. 
There are ills nodoubt. It is the infirmity ot 
earthy existence, that ingredients ofevil mingle 
in everything That evil can be found ina 
method or a process, proves little or nothing. 
(he practical question is, can it be improved ; 


and if not, is there so much good in it that it || 


should be preserved despite the evil it may 
have? 

Let ustry the present question in this way. 
One argument is that the President will exert 
himse if. and devote his time during 


term,to be reélected, and therefore it a be 


political parties themselves | 
|| one could br 


his first | 


made impossible for him to be reélected. One 


criticism upon this argument, is, that it is no 
more true, relatively, of the one office at which 
it is aimed, than of others, and yet its appli- 
cation to other offices is denied. 
an answer to the argument. The President 
will exert himself to be chosen a second time. 
How will he exert himself? Will he exert 
himself by neglecting and violating his duty ? 
Why should he? Does the road to public favor, 
lie in the direction of faithlessness in public 
trust? He is seen of all men, triends and 
foes; his acts and omissions, are under the 
lenses of perpetual and hostile scrutiny. What, 
then, would seem to be his politic course, liit- 


ing no higher the motives of a Chief Magistrate | 


emulous to continue in his place? 

‘** Corruption wins not more than honesty.’’ 
One would think that ambition to be re- 
chosen, and the possibility of gratifying it, 
would be a high incentive, prompting lofty and 
commanding exertion. The surest way to be 
President again, is to be the best President. If 
this is so, how can the wish to exalt himself 
in public estimation, depress his standard of 
acticn? How ean it fail to be aspur to good 
endeavor? The truth of this argument lies 
deep in every human heart. [Every soldier in 
the battle of life teels it. Be he lawyer, doc- 
man knows 
that doing well for those who employ hin, is 


| the passport to confidence and promotion. 


The Christian scheme, human jurisprudence, 
and all doctrines of rewards and punishments, 
rest upon the truth that men are encouraged 
in good, and deterred from evil, by making their 


fate contingent on their conduct, and on the | 


approval ot the intelligence by which they are 
to be judged. 
This one consideration, outweighed in the 


| old constitutional Convention, all the objec- 


= 


tions to a second term. It ought certainly 


But there is | 





to suggest a doubt whether the incentive | 


afforded by the hope of reélection, has more 
of evil than of goo 
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It is said again, that patronage will be wig}, 
ed by Presidents to secure their reéleg 
There is less force in this now than hy. reto 
because of the incoming change in the 
service; but some patronage will remain, ana 
that may beusedunfairly. Letus examine th. 
Are not the people to be trusted «to fj, pte 


3 
1 
si 
yn 


Cly 


ij 


1 ont 





the dishonest use of patronage, and to rely : 
it? Isit not better to trust that those gyi 
of bad practices, will be detected, than to ep. 
demn in advance with one swoop all Presi. 
dents, good and bad alike? Why not true 
the popular intelligence and honesty, and Je 
each President be tried on bis own me %s 
stead of deciding ail cases alike belore ty 
Beside, can you prevent a man’s intrigy a 
by saying ‘that there is one thing he canng 
reach? If the Executive cannot exert hx 
power for himself in one respect, does it fo] 
low that he will not exert it for somebo ly else 
or for himself in some other respect? 
Would no one term President, ever wish +. 
be General of the armies, or Admiral of 4 
Navy, or Chief Justice, or Senator, afterward 
Ex-Presidents have wanted lesser places; ex 


Presidents have been Representatives, ay 
justices of the peace. What is to prey 
intrigues and schemes, with such an ame 
ment? It would invite combinations. WN 
chosen more than once ise] 
but each could wield his influence for 
friend who had aided to bring about his; 
tion, with a promise perhaps of the successio 
Each could counive with the succe 
would reward friends, punish enemies, pe 
petuate policies, and make appointment 
the interest of the outgoing incumber 
thus a new web of sordid motives w 
woven intoour system. In many of the Stat 
sheriffs are by law ineligible to immed 
second terms. 


Who does not know the cor 
certed action, and evasions, to which this leads, 
and the ease with which sheriffs exert as muc 
influence in selecting their successors, as if 
they were themselves in the field, applicunts 
for reélection. Leave Presidents to electi 
eer tor themselves, and they will be watched 
but set them at work with a hidden hand 
we know not who or what, and how woul 
the public eye know where to turn, or who to 
watch ? 

[ have been assuming, for the sake of the 
argument, that patronage is the potent engine 
| of advantage which some seem to deem 
But I take issue with the whole theory tha 
political patronage makes men or parties strong 
it does not. I have jor years been convince i, 
and many who hear me must have been con: 
vinced, that patronage is a source of weakness, 
not of strength. 

Some men, by giving their 
the work, and thinking and dreaming ot 
‘*natronage’’ and plunder, as the be-all and 
end-all of politics, may sustain themselves 
|for atime. By promising everybody, and 
| laying the disappointments to somebody else, 
by whee dling and cajo ling, and putting of 
and promising over again, and explaining an 
maneuvering and mousing indefatigably, som 
men succeed for a time. But these are no! 
the men Presidents are made of; they never 
last long, and when their patronage is gone, 
they are gone too. 

It was a good saying of a Frenchman, that 
| he who appoints a man to office makes thirty: 
nine enemies and one ingrate. ‘This is but 
the caricatured experience and observation 0! 
most men. 

The power to dispense offices, is a baneful, 
when it is not a fatal gift. Who doubts that 
official patronage has been a curse to the 
present Administration ? 

With some knowledge of the facts, I aver my 
belief that nine tenths of the warfare upon the 
President, in the ranks of his party, has pro- 
ceeded irom disaffection over patronage. } 
believe that without an office to bestow, from 
| first to last, he would have been comparatively 
free from assault, 
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what has been the effect of his office-giving ? 
ye ° . 
» have enjoyed and abused his favor, 


, who oye : 
Mer -nedto rend him the instant they could 


have tu 
+nothiug more. 
met NOLDING 4s 3 : 
O rhe ts’ are, of course, arrayed against 


and the country is kept filled with cant 
i hypoeritacal outcry, because those who hold 
&oe do not stop voting and thinking for them- 
‘ves, or go to work abusing the President! 
chief ammunition of the Democratic 
_aty of late, has been furnished by mongers 
re she wretched slang about Federal office- 


& 
& 


selves; 


[he 


f the ee - 
iders controlling political results, as if the 

neople had not the sense, and courage, and 
abers, to resent and put down the dom- 


‘nation or improper interference of anybody, 
a ether office-hoider or candidate. This spe 
‘eg of falsehood had serious effect, till it be- 
in some instances, so brazen and prepos- 
as to excite derision. Could the public 


i 


came, 





e pierce all the holy garbs put on bythe foes , 


ec President, who do not and dare not let 
be real cause of their hate be seen, a new 
‘uth would gild Dr. Johnson’s saying, that 
‘patriotism is the last refuge of a scoundrel.”’ 
Could the people know all the malignant vir- 
tye, and busy sanctity, which cloak rankling 
6 
the best revenue reform, the one suggested by 
Britain’s cynic: 
“Oh, that in England there might be, 
A tax upon hypocrisy.” 

No, Mr. President, the idea that having 

to bestow is an advantage, is a delu- 


favors to 
sion. 


Between candidates, the odds are with him 
who has disappointed no one, and against him 


whose benefits are already distributed, and who || 


bas disappointed several, every time he has 
obliged one. 


sriefs over spoils and power, they would think | 


|| people and Congress to consider it. It 


Butagain, is experience of no value in high | 


place? Uther things being equal, is not he the 
best man for a place who is practiced in it? Is 
not an upright man better fi:ted to be Presi- 
dent the day he leaves, than the day he reaches 
the presidential chair? If he is, shall we throw 


away in advance, and for all emergencies, the | 


benefit of tried rulers, because we may, some || 


time or other, find one whose experience is 
weighed down by faults. 
What was the standing explanation of the 


predominance of the Southin the councilsand 


afluirs of the nation for so many years? It 
was that she continued her pubiic men in piace, 
and did not change from man to man. South- 
ern Seuators and ktepresentatves, were returned 
again and again, and therefore, and thereby, 
they acquired the practice, the knowledge, and 


the experience which made them overmatches | 


for the new men who came, one after another, 
from the North. 

Yet the duties of a Senator ora Representa- 
tive, are not more hard or slow to learn, than 
the duties of the President. In either place, 
more knowledge would be useful than mortal 
man was ever biessed with. 

I make no argument against rotation in 
office—far from it. he people will insist, and 
I think they should insist, that all who hold 
political office shall lay down their commis- 
sions at frequent intervals. If the man whose 


term expires, has been faithful and useful, he | 


may be elected or appointed again ; but he must 
lay his commission at the feet of those who 
granted it, 
of the States, keep the staff in their own hands, 
and this is all that isneeded. If, competin 
with all others, one who has already sande 
in & place, is again selected for it, no one 
need complain, but periodical expirations of 
public trusts, will not be readily abandoned. 
his truth, if it be a truth, should not be 
overlooked in civil service reform. I believe 
any system will be stranded which attempts to 
keep incumbeits in place for life, or for long 
periods, without reélection or reappointment. 


The judiciary have life tenures, and this is || 


Thus the nation, and the people | 





The selection of public agents, ought to be 
absolutely within public control. This is true, 
from the highest official, to the man or woman 
who trims the wick in the light-house, or who 
delivers the letter where the mail goes only 
once a week. 

Surely we war upon this full control, when 

'we ask the people to foreswear the right to 
employ as their chief agent one whom they 
have tried, and whom they like. - 

The author of the amendment seems to have 
relied not so much on reason as on authority. 
His resolve is prefaced, and ushered in, by an 
array of noted names. 

We have, preambled before us, four Ameri 
cans and one Frenchman, who, operated upon 
by different motives, and impelled by differ- 
ent occasions, have suggested ineligibility to 
second presidential terms, as a remedy for 
particular evils. It is an error ‘> suppose that 
all those thus named expressed approval of such 
@ provision as we have here, without addition 
or qualification. General Jackson, for instance, 
coupled it witha six years’ term. Be that as it 
may, much might be said of the influences, the 
inconsistencies, the downright contradictions, 
which history records in connection with some 
| of these declarations. It would be easy to 
impair the weight of much of this carefully 
gathered authority. It is chiefly valuable to 
prove how vastly the authority is the other 
way. Ilhese collected sayings, show us that 
the ‘‘ one term principle,’’ has, from time to 
time, been presented sharply to the public 
mind. Persuasive have 


voices summoned 
has 
| not slumbered in forgetfulness, but has been 
periodically canvassed at such times as its 
champions deemed most likely to invest il 
with interest. It has been more than once 
presented in each House of Congress, and 
| usually coupled with assisting provisions. 

W bat has been its fate? 
approved it. The nation has condemned it 
repeatedly. Fifteen Presidents have been 
elected, and nearly half of them have been 
reélected. Death spared President Harrison 
but one month, and President Taylor but six- 
teen months. These two, must be deducted 
from those in whose case the question of a 
second term couldarise. President Grant, not 
having reached the end of his first term, is to 
be omitted also in the count. ‘Thus we have 
twelve citizens raised to the Presidency by the 
votes of the people, and six of them elected a 
| second time. 
| Was this the action of the people, or did 
these Presidents, despite the people, usurp or 
snatch a second term? 

Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, 
| Jackson, Lincoln, all were reélecied. Dad 
the people reélect them, or did the officehold 
ers reélect them? Did these second term 
Presidents outwit the people by the use ot 
patronage, or did they win and keep public 
favor by their fidelity, and by the ideas of 
which they were the types? 

If these reélections were the people’s work, 
they are six recorded verdicts of the people 
against casting out tried and faithful servants. 
‘They are six solemn verdicts against the pres- 
ent measure. Shall we, by the proposed 
amendment, affirm that tle experience of the 
past has shown its need? If so, how many of 
our great dead are we to upbraid or asperse? 
Or shall we act in spite of experience, as if the 
present were fraught with perils, and corroding 
tendencies, such as the past never knew? 

Traitors and slavehoiders forming a con 
federacy, made the one term dogina a tenet 
of theirfaith. Denying the rights of human- 
ity, aud disbelieving tue capacity of the peo- 
ple for self-government, they naturally sought 

to clog popular action, and to hamper tree 
| agency. 

Slavery, and a denial to the people of the 
right to reélect Presidents or not, as they 


Congress has never 


enough of lite tenure in a republic of equal |} please, fitly became corner-siones in such a 


rights. 


i\ structure. 
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lhe Montgomery constitution, so called, 


had this provision: 


**Arric.e LI. 
“Section 1. The executive power shall be vested 
in a president of the confederate States of America. 
He and the vice pre ill hold their offices for 
the term of six years; president shall not be 
reéligible.’’—Confederate Statutes at-Large, 1861-62, 
ey 2 
I} » first ‘ i | + fT ir) ‘ le - 
he first and last offspring of this clause waa 
Jefferson Davis He Was the or iy type and 
iorerunner we have had of the constitutional 
single blessedness or single « bow 


urged upon us; he was our only 


foreordained one 


irseauness 
approach toa 
-term President 

fhe judgmentand action of 
the wisd ym. OF the 


he nation contirm 
builders ot our Cons i! 


(he question of eligibility to 


ution, 
succeSsive terms, 
was [fully argued in the constitutional Conven- 


tion, and now, aiter 


near a century of expe- 
rience, but little reason is likely to be added to 
the discussions then [tis not too much to 
say, that the ‘‘one-term principle,’’ with a 
term of four years, and an election by the 


people, would have commanded uaimost no 
support in the constitutional Convention. 

lhe opposition to reéligibility, showed itself 
when it was proposed to make the presidential 
term seven years, and to the election of 
the ibsided 
when the term was shortened. andthe election 
was committed tothe people. Even the seven 
years’ term. andthe legislative election together, 
furnished arguments re@ligibility 
strong enough two ec & wujority, or to 
convince the leading minds in the Convention. 
Yet the arguments were very cogent. 
said, 


Vest 


President in Congress: aud it 


no avaiust 


nvince 


it was 
with a force which could no be gainsaid, 
that if Congress was to appoint the Executive, 
and he mighi be reappointed, he would have 
rule of conduct so the will of 
Congress, and tha: hi 
ent, and the creature ot ¢ onugress lite raliy. 

| have here notes of debates in the Conven- 
tion of 1787, set down by Mr. Madison, and 
I read some passages touching the tenure of 
the President. ! commend them to the atten 
tion of the Senate. 

he clause relating to the Executive being 
under consideration— 


no strong as 


would 


thus be de pe ud- 


“James WILson (Pennsylvania) moved that the 
blank for the term of duration should be filled with 
three years, observing at the same time that be pre- 
ferred the sh period on the supposition thata 
recligibility would be provided for. 

‘Mr. PINCKNEY moved for seven years. 

‘ROGER SHERMAN was for three years and against 
the doctrine of rotation, as throwing out of office 
the men best qualified to execute its duties, 

The question being on the words’ To be ineligible 
asecond time,’ [seven years being the proposed term.) 

**Mr. Houston (New Jersey) woved to strike out 
this clause. 

Mr. SHERMAN seconds the motion. 

““GOUVERNEUR Morris (Pennsylvania) espoused 
the motion. ‘The ineligibility proposed by theclause 
as it stood tended to destroy the great motive to good 
behavior, the hope of being rewarded by reappoint- 
ment. Itwas saying to him ‘make haywhile the sun 
shines.’ 

**Mr. MARTIN moved to reinstate the words ‘to be 
ineligible a second time.’ 

**GoUVERNEUR Mokraris. Whateffect will thiqhave? 
In the first place, it will destroy the great incitement 
to merit, public esteem, by taking away the hope of 
being rewarded by ureappointment. It may givea 
dangerous turn to one of the strougest passions in 

the human breast. The love of fame is the great 

spring to noble and illustrious actions. Shut the 
civil road to glory, and he may be compelled to seek 
it by the sword. In the second place, it will tempt 
him to make the most of the short space of time 
| allotted to him to accumulate wealth and provide for 
his friend«. In the third place, it will produce vio- 
| Jations of the very Constitution itis meant to secure, 

In moments of pressing danger, the tried abilities 

and established character of « favorite magistrate, 

will prevail over respect for the forms of the Con 
stitution. 

Rurus Kina, of Massachusetts, did not like the 
ineligibility. Hethought there was great forceintbe 
remark of Mr. SHERMAN, that he who has proved 
himself most fit tor an office ought not to beexcluded 
by the Constitation from folding it. He would, 

| therefore, prefer any other reasonable plan that 
| could be substituted. He was much disposed to think 
that in such vases the peopie ut large would choose 
wisely. 
‘Mr. Patrrerson’s (New Jersey) ideas 
coincided he said, with those of Mr. King. 
“Mr. SPRAIGHT and Mr. Witiiamson moved to 
insert seven instead of four years, forthe term of the 
\) President.’ 


nearly 








nia, and North Caro 


lina, voted ay Massachusetts. Connecticut, 
New Jersey, Pennsyivania, Delaware, Ma y- 
land, i Ca i, and Georgia, no. 

\i Miadis ( iments on tus proceed ng 


in a ii t 
A g yw i have followed (though it 
would nit the vote not in the opinion o} 3 
t \ iga ; : I ‘ terin,’”’ 
It appears from the debates that a popular 
elect ind aterm of but lour years, was re- 
garved as the pro' n to go with reé@igiodil 
it ‘ it an els by the Levislature and 
a ng term, were to go with ineligibility toa 
OAL it l e were the ailernative prop 
y on and ct by the peopie with a 
hort tern \ stituted for a legislative 
eechion th fingic | y term Little orno 
Neig! i t i to y objections to be 
1) ed ra ythe people to reeiecta 
Ire ent pat un \ niy I years 
i \ ‘ ee ym «sth tollowing ¢ rac 
it > Mi i records of the debates 
Mr. M seve ears at least, and for 
I i ity the best cx] i it i 
‘ f 1a ( ny i 
‘ ' Les 1 toward unlit char 5 
id atemy t cide of the Executive toin- 

! y ) ce I fora reappointment, 

M | j y i triennial election, and 
i ii I ioftni ) years 

Mr. G | Executive is to be elected 
by the Leg ature e certuinly ought not to be re- 
eligible J s would wake him absolutely depend- 

t 

Mr. W It seeme to be the unanimous sense 
that t Ixecutive should not be appointed by the 
Legislatu inless he be rendered ineligible asecond 
time. Ile perce li with pleasure that the idea was 
ga nex und of an ciection mecdiately or imwmedi- 
alk by the peo} 

Dues », oepte ver 4, 1787, the committee 
of Gleven reported in favor of choos ng the 
Preside by popular election through elect- 

y i t I ug | 
( l ad of leaving the choice to the 
uational Legislature, as had been proposed, 
aud ma y the term four years 
"Mr. Sa IAN Said the object of this clause of 
the report is to ge fof the ineligibility which 
vas u i ltothe nu le of election by the Legisla- 
i render Lxecutive independent of 
L 
Gi ' Morr lho would give the rea- 
mn ‘ md bis ow Lhe frst was the 
ty rand fa my if tue appointment 
mat 4] 1 ine L tu The next was 
j i \ ot ine yility required by that 
le in ler to leseen its ovils aX 

Via re in our annals to falsify these 
jucs i t [ if athers? \V uy should we 

’ ) 17 1 } 
prow up oO1d Ways LiaVe tbe BINS and 
. 1) 

errors g ire lents, he wrongs and woes 
hey wi nt, he crimes ugainst liberty 
an i i C¢ i one, occurre!l espe- 
Cluily a v i terins Have illustrious 
ACtic characterized those Chief Magisirates 
aioune, l 1 olf { t once { 

A radiant ¢ ; tion of deathiess names 
appe ! er ‘ 0 ’ 

\ P es ( t ] , : ; ] 

i tuc power to declare 

" . 
wal \ President planned and waged wa 
1 pon a weak a d Wrelcie | P op.e A Pre ] 
dent helped to enac he fugitive s'ave law of 


1850, and 


a President s gned it. A Pre-ids nt 


connived atthe overturow ol t siissourl CoOm- 
promise, and sought to plant slavery in regi 

that were free \ President tried to clureh 
Cuba by force and fraud, and his ministers 
Signed the Ostend manifesto. A Presiden 


trembled with fear and forsook duty and oath. 
when he m ght have strangled u tre ason that 
reddened a continent with blood, A Presi 
dent trod race, and turned his back 
upon his country, that he might exalt eo: spira 
tors who caused the greatest funeral in bis- 
tory. Presidents 
who had No, sir; not one 
of these actors was gravely thought of for a 
second term, 

When nullification and secession first quailed 
before the beak and claw of Federal power, 
Andrew Jackson was President, and he stamped 
Out treason then, and made it odious fora 
quarter of acentury. But Andrew Jackson re- 


ceived and sought a reélection, and he turned || 


upon a 


Were these the dee is of 


been reélected? 
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men out of office too, and put in supporters of 
his Administration Vhen the country rocked 
n the throes of an earthquake, when the land 
was rent with a convulsion the greatest man 
has known, when politicians, factionists, and 

ileontents deserted and reviled him, when 
a pitiless storm of rancor pelted on his head, 
Abraham Lincoln, with sublime fortitude and 
patience, did all things, and then stood. A 
martyr to traducers and meddlers in his life, a 
martyr to assassins in his death, he did not 


fall, till he had sought and received in a re- 
election, the benedictions of the American peo- 


ple Death cut Lincoln’s service and 
blasted the nation’s hopes; death, stronger than 

ns or constitutional amendments, may 
es of the nation now. Butdeath 
1 do the work. 
aud men with personal 
do it. VFiaws and foibles 
they may find, but the heart and the judgment 
of the nation are with the unyielding soldier who 
made war victorious, and the quiet man who 
makes peace safe for all; and name, and 
his transcendent deeds, will live in grateful 
1 e who would blast his fame 
have moldered in forgotten graves, and when 
their epitaphs have vanished utterly. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I shall not 
undertake at this time to follow the Senator in 
11s elaborate Speech, nor at any {ime shall [ 
make any reply to the insinuations and inuen- 
does which he hus so freely strewn in his path. 
I leave him, sir, in the full enjoyment of what 
he has done. 

In introduc the constitutional amend- 
ment now before the Senate, i have discharged 
a conscientious duty as a Senator. ‘Taking 
counsel of experience, and following the testi- 
mony of the best men of our Republic, I felt 
constrained to invite the Senate to consider 
this question. I say, sir, taking counsel of 
experience ; and does not experience confirm 
the conclusion at which I have arrived? Isit 
not sustained by the best authorities? Who 
in our history has arrayed himself on the side 
which the Senator from New York to day rep- 
resents? What eminent statesman has placed 
himself against Andrew Jackson, Henry Clay, 
William Henry Harrison, and Benjamin F. 
Wade? Who is he I know him not. Do 
vou know him, sir? 

The Senator from New York opposes those 
illustrious characters. But he mistakes the 
whole foundation of the argument for one term. 
The precise object is to guard against tempta- 
tion, to see that the President has not apower 
which may be used injuriously. The Senator 
, let him be tempred. Nay, if I under 
stood him, he goes further, and argues that the 
p®ople shall not be restrained in the choice of 
their Chief Magistrate. ‘lhey must be free to 
choose as they please, and no matter what 
influence may prevail. He declaims against 
restrictionsupon the people. Sir, such decla: 
mation 1s an assault ou constitutional liberty. 
lt is through restrictions on the people, as- 
sured by constitutional Jaw, that liberty is 
tained. What is the great object of 
civilized government but liberty regulated by 
law, liberty under the safe-guard of a consti- 
tution? The Senator's speech would over- 
throw Constitution and overthrow law where 
it wasarestaint upon the people. Can such an 
attempt find sanction? Isit not on its face con- 
trary to the genias of republican institutions? 

Why, sir, one definition of a republic is a 
government regulated by law to the end that it 
may be a government not of men, but of law. 
The Senator would make it a government of 
men. Sir, I know no better way to indicate 
the progress of civilization than by showing 
you men gradually coming within the sphere 
oflaw. At first there is little law, but the ex- 
ecutive power islarge; as civilization increases 
executive power is diminished and the sphere 
of law extended. 

Now, sir, my humble object is to bring the 
executive power within the sphere of constitu- | 
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tional law, to the end that it shall not fall y, der 


a temptation which all experience shows ; 


; : ) be 
most pernicious. Inthe resolution I hay; had 
the honor of offering there isa preamble, whiah 
is a summary of the ground on which | , age 

. Page 


the one term principle. It is as follows. 


Whereas all these concurring voices, where pai, 
otism, experience, and reason bear testimo; - oe 
additional value at a moment when tbe country. 
looking anxiously to a reform of tho civil gery 
for the plain reason that the peril from the ch, ~ 
Magistrate, s0 long as he is exposed to temnta:; 
surpasses that from any other quarter, and thus 
first stage in this much-desired reform is the ope 
term principle, to the end that the President wh, 
exercises the appointing power, reaching into o) 
parts of the country and holding in subordinatios. 
inultitudinous army of office-holders, shal} be abe 
lutely without motive or inducement to employ ;, 
for any other purpose than che public good: ard — 

Whereas the character of republican institutions 
requires that the Chief Magistrate shall be above 
all suspicion of using the machinery of which | cis 
the official head to promoto his own persona! aims 
‘Lberetore, 

Resolved, &e. 
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Sir, has this simple statement been agp. 
swered? Can it be answered? Is it not guys. 
tained by our history? I shall not, on this 
occasion, give any words of my own, but of 
another who, I think, will bean authority with 
most Senators. One of our late associates jn 
this Chamber, my own companion here for 
eighteen years, Mr. Wade, in aspeech made 
December 6, 1866, answered in advance the 
whole elaborate oration to which 
listened to-day. 

‘*Nobody”— 

Says Mr. Wade— 

“can fail toseothat, in the vast and growing patron 


ue 
age and power ot tho presidential otfice, thero aro 
temptations to the incumbent, all thetime weighing 


we have 


: , ng 
upon his mind iike gravity, to wield the concen- 
trated powers of the Government in such » way as 
he believes will conduce to his reelection. I belicve 


every one who has watched with vigilance tho ad- 
ministration of ourGovernment during allits periods 
will admit that this bas been so.” 


Mark, if you please, the preciseness and pos 
itiveness of the language: 
‘1 believe every one who has watched witb vi 


ance the administration of our Governwent du 
all its periods will admit that this has been so.” 


Sir, this is not my language. He 
proceeds: 


‘Ido not wish now invidiously to point out the 
panier action of any particular Aduinistration, 

ut any oncacquainted witb the action of the human 
mind, and the motives which govern it, knows that 
it is not safo to leave in the bands of any man such 
temptations as arise from the fact that he can use 
these vast powers to promote his own ambition.” 


i] 
\ 


° 
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then 


Ay, sir, ‘*to promote his own ambition.” 
There is the peril. Has the Senator shown 
that the peril does not exist? Then, again, 
Mr. Wade proceeds: 

“T believe, in the progress of this nation from one 
Adwinistration to another, that this idea, which 
shrewd stateswen saw carly, has been growing, till 
now everybody seems to understand that there is un 
evil which needs correction.” 

There it is, sir, ‘fan evil which needs cor 
rection.”’ 

“Without going into the argument, meroly sug- 
gesting tho great importance of the measure, I simply 
say that ail parties for several years secm to have 
been of the opinion that this defect should be reme 
died.” * * * * “Sach bas been the 
condition of parties generally in this Government, 
that it was almost a hopeless task to ingraft this 
amendmentuponthe Constitution. There now isan 
opportunity, and I believe every man isscnsiblo that 
the correction ought to be promptly applied.” 

I ask, sir, if those few words of that excel- 
lent statesman and honored Senator are not 10 
themselves an absolute answer to all that has 
fallen from the Senator from New York, 80 far 
as it was an assault upon the one-term prt 
ciple? Iam willing to leave the case for the 
present on this simple statement. 

Mr. WILSON, [understand that this ques 
tion will now go over until some other time, 
and I desire to move arecommitment of a bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. By postponing 
it until to-morrow it will return to its place on 
the Calendar. The Senator from Massacbu- 
setts [Mr. Witsox] moves to postpone the 
further consideration of this joint resolution 
until to-morrow, the effect of which will be 
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will resume its place on the Calendar 


hat it : 
ontil called up by the Senatorfrom Massachu- | 


‘Mr. SumyeRr] at some other time. 
The motion was agreed to. 


BILL RECOMMITTED. 


setts 


Mr. WILSON. I move that Senate bill No. 
41, to enable the Secretary of War to enlarge 
thedepot at Fort Leavenworth, be taken from 
the Calendar and recommitted to the Commit- 
tee on Military A ffairs. 

* The motion was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I will inquire if the 
messages on the table are messages for open 
r exe cutive session? 4 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is one 
executive message which has been lying on 
the table for some two days, and also some 
thers which have been received to-day. 

‘Mr. TRUMBULL. Then 
Senate proceed to the consideration of exec- 
ntive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive 
bysiness. After twelve minutes spent in ex- 


ecutive session, the doors were reopened ; and 


at three o'clock and twelve minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 11, 1872. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Butter, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
IMPROVEMENT OF TENNESSEE RIVER. 
Mr. MAYNARD, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and adupted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to the Ilouse a copy of the supple- 


mentul report made by Major McFarland, of the | 


engineer corps, of the examination, survey, and esti- 
mates for the improvement ef the ‘Tennessee river. 


Mr. MAYNARD moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MISSISSIPPI AND LAKE MICHIGAN CANAL 


Mr. CONGER. Iam instructed bythe Com- 


mittee on Commerce to report back House bill | 


No, 556, to construct a ship-canal for the pas- 
sage of armed and naval vessels from the Mis- 
sissippi river to Lake Michigan, and for other 
purposes, and to move its reference to the 
Committee on Railways and Canals for exam- 
ination and report, the bill then to be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

WAREIIAM, MASSACIIUSETTS. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the Honse a communication from the 
Secretary of War, in answer to a resolution 
of the House of March 27, 1871, in relation 
to the harbor of Wareham, Massachusetts. 

Mr. BUFFINTON. I move that this com- 
munication he referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CHOCTAW AND CITICKASAW EXPENSES. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting an 
estimate of appropriation required for the 
Indian service at the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
agency, Indian territory; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 


SCIIOOLS FOR PAWNEE INDIANS. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 


laid before the House a communication from 


the Secretary of the Interior, asking an ap- 
propriation of $8,400 to provide school facili- 


I move that the | 


ties for the children of the Pawnee tribe of 
Indians; which was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


INDIAN SUPPLIES, ETC. 

| TheSPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
| the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting an 
estimate of appropriations to reimburse the 
subsistence department for supplies furnished 
| Indians by Army officers; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
|| laid before the House a communication from 
| the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting an 

estimate of appropriations of $3,503 65 re 
quired to pay the amount found due on account 
of expense incurred by the special agent to 





Eastern or North Carolina Cherokees; which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropri 
| ations, and ordered to be printed. 


| 
|| make payment of moneys belonging to the 
| 
| 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


| The SPEAKER. 


The morning hour now 
begins at sixteen minutes past twelve o'clock. 
Reports are in order from the Committee on 
Patents. 

No reports from the Committee on Patents 
| were presented ; and various other committees 
were called, without the presentation of any 
report. 


AMENDMENT OF RULES 


Mr. COX. Iam directed by the Committee 
on the Rules to report the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Rule 130 be amended by inserting 


|| in the proviso thereto, after the word “' referred,”’ 
the words ‘and all bills at any time introduced by 


| unanimous consent and referred.”’ 


| Mr. HOLMAN, 
| it is proposed to amend, be read. 

| The SPEAKER. The present rule is, that 
|| bills introduced and referred under the Mon- 
| day morning call shali not be brought back 
into the House upon a motion to reconsider. 
his amendment provides that bills introduced 
on other days by unanimous consent shall not 





| 
| 


| of members watching daily in order to make 
|| the motion to reconsider and lay on the table 
|| references of bills, &e. 

Mr. HOLMAN. That is a very excellent 
ameudment to the rules. 

The resolution was adopted. 
| Mr. COX moved to reconsider the vote by 
|| which the resolution was agreed to; and also 
| moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
| on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Various committees were called, but no 
reports were presented. 
|| Mr. BANKS. As it appears that the com 

mittees are not represented here to-day, I 


| 


|| hope the call will not be finished, as it may | 


deprive us for a long time to come of an 
| opportunity to report upon measures which 
|| may be relerred to us. 
|| The SPEAKER. 
\| o’cloek. 
| Mr. BANKS. There being no response, it 
|| is evident the parties are notin court. 
|| The SPBAKER. 


It is now after twelve 


I ask that Rule 130, which | 


The Chair knows no other | 
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| States and the discoverers to be allowed cer- 
| tain privileges with regard to taking guano 
| from those islands at the pleasure of Congress. 


| 





no guano taken from these 


| be liable to be brought back by a motion to | 
| reconsider, which will obviate the necessity || 


lhe discoverer and his assign were the only 
parties recognized by the bill. Subsequently, 
in 1857, Mr. Parker discovered Johnson's 
island and Ayres’s island and several other 
islands upon which were guano deposits. He 
filed a claim of his disc@very in the State De 
partment. After some rejections on account 
of informalities, and after the filing of amended 
claims, the claim was allowed by the State 
Department as legitimate. No claim for the 
discovery of these islands has been made by 
other parties. The discoverer, Mr. Parker, 
suddenly died in this city some years ago. 
His discoveries have proved to be of some 
consequence; and his widow and heirs asked 
of the Congress of the United States that the 
law of 1856 might be s> far amended as to 
include the widow, heirs, administrators, and 
executors, of the discoverer in the same rights 


| and privileges, at the pleasure of Congress, 


which the discoverer and his assigns would 
have had under the law of 1856. 

The second section of the act provided that 
islands should be 
export d or sold to citizens of any other Gov 
ernment than that of the United States. An 
amendment to this law suspended this prehibi- 
tion for a term of five years. That term has 
now expired; so thatif we should approve the 
proposition to amend the law giving the widow 
and heirs of the discoverer the same rights that 
the discoverer or his assigns would have had, 
they would still have no benetit from this law, 
unless we should extend from five to ten years 
the suspension of the prohibition with regard 
to the sale or exportation of guano to others 
than citizens of the United States. Such a 
provision is contained in the proposition I sub- 
mit. AsI have the bill now I will send it to 
the Chair to be read. 

The bill was read by the Clerk. The first 
section enacts that the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved August 18, 1856, entitled 
‘*An act to authorize protection to be given 
to citizens of the United States who may d 
cover deposits of guano,”’ be, and the san 
are hereby, extended to the heirs, executors, or 
administrators of such discoverer, where such 
discoverer shall have died before perfecting 
proof of discovery or fully complying with the 
provisions of said act approved as aforesaid. 
The second section provides that seciion three 


| of an act approved July 28. 1866, entiled 


1} 


1} 
| 


|| duty than that laid down in the rules, which is | 


|| to call the committees during the morning hour. 
| DISCOVERIES OF GUANO DEPOSITS 

Mr. BANKS. [ haveareport to make from 
| the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 1 have 
| sent to the committee-room for it, and mean 
| while will make a statement of the facts of the 
\| case. a . 
} A bill was passed in 1856 giving to the dis- 
!} coverers of guano islands the right to make 


i 
! 
} 
| 
\ 


a claim of their discovery. and on the claim ; 
being verified and approved by the State De- || are proposed to be extended will be read. 
partment the islands so discovered were to | ’ 
be taken under the jurisdiction of the United \| Clerk’s desk to be read. 


‘An act to protect the revenue, and for other 
purposes,’’ amendatory of the act aforesaid, 
approved August 18, 1856, be, and the same 
is hereby, amended by striking out the word 
‘*five,’’ wherever the same occurs, and insert- 
ing in lieu thereof the word ‘**ten,’’ so as to 
allow the heirs, executors, or administrators 
of deceased persons who may have discovered 
deposits of guano time to remove the same 

Mr. BANKS. ‘The Committee on Foreign 
Affairs report back House bill No. 166,to amend 
an act entitled ‘*An act to authorize protection 
to be given to citizens of the United States who 
may discover deposits of guano,’ approved 
August 18, 1856, with the recommendation that 
it do pass, with the following amendments. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
After the word ‘‘the'”’ in line seven, insert the 
word “‘widow;”’ so it will read: “be, and the same 
are hereby, extended to the widow, heirs, exec 
utors, or administrators of such discoverer, where 
such discoverer shall have died before perfecting 
proof of discovery or fully complying with the pro- 
visions of said act approved as aforesaid.” 

In line ten, after the word “ aforesaid,”’ add to the 
first section the words “after complying with the 


requirements of the act of Congress of August 18, 
1865,”’ 

At the end of the bill strike out the words “so as 
to allow the heirs, executors, or administrators of 
deceased persons who may have discovered deposits 


of guano time to remove the same.” 


Mr. DAWES. 


I hope the sections which 


Mr. BANKS. I will send them to the 
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' T 
My colleague [Mr. Dawes] has asked me 
wi e the 1a in question are. As the 


have had this 


matier under consideration this morning, we 
are able to answer that questio: They are 
in the Pa ifie ocean, | Laughter ] The lati- 
tude and longitude are defined in the records 
of the State Departm« nt ve have not had 


time to send for these records, and therefore 
I cannot give the pre yk 
principal islands are John island and 
Ayres sislands; and the latitude and ongitude 
of all of them are given 

Mr. CONGER lhe gen 


these islands are in the 


ation [he two 


man states that 
: ; 

Pacific ocean Are 
they there or thereabout? [ Laughter. 


Mr. BANKS. 


lhey are there according to 


the information given to us. The provision 
if the bill is a generalone. It does not refer 
) these islands in particular, or these claim- 
particular. It is simply an admission 

the widow and heirs of the deceased dis- 
coverer to the privileges he would have had 
islands he had discovered, 
ose privileges may be. Now, it is 
mpossible for us if any right which 


hould belong to a discoverer or his assigns 


iateve 


to concetve 


which should not belong to his widow and his 
heirs. in case of the lecease of the discoverer, 
where no assignment has been made. It is this 
imple and single question that we report to 
the Hou and I hone the House wi'l accord 


ts assent to a measure of simple justice. 
riend from California [Mr. Sargent] 
desires to make a statement, and I yield té him 
for that purpose. 
Mr. SARGENT. Thisclaim was before the 
ast Congress. It was referred to the Com- 
iittee on Commerce, and a laborious investi- 
tion of the whole matter was undertaken by 
lat committee. Suffice it to say that the 
co.umittee made an unfavorable report on the 
claim. Among o her things shown was this: 
that the husband of the claimant during his 
ime had sold for a valuable consideration 
ill his interest in these islands to a guano com- 
er since has been in possession 


¢ 
L¢ 


pany, which ev 


{ them and working them, and which has 
nvested a large amount of money there in 
carrying on the business of removing the guano. 
It d not appeut » the committee that, not- 


ale made by her husband 
ig his lifetime, she ought to come in and 

be his heir in those islands. In other words, 
they did not see Lhat she had any rights there 
atever. And now this proposition comes 

ip that the widows of the discoverers of guano 
islands shall have the same rights which their 
islands, had in 


withstanding the 


108 mands, who discovered the 
them 
| would like to make one additional remark 
to the right of this guano company. The 
wl was examined before the State 
Department, and the evidence taken for and 
gainst the claim, and also with regard to the 
ciaim of the guanocompany. The result was, 
that, by proclamation of the State Depart- 
the rights of the company were fully 
recognized, and they were confirmed, under 
seal of the United States. in their possessory 
rights. As to the claimant, the committee, as 
[ have said, failed to see that she had any claim 
to these islands. 

This bill seems to have been brought for- 
ward and reported by the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs for the extending to the 
widow the rights her husband had as the dis- 
, i do not bject 'o 
the general principle that the widow should 
inherit from the husband, but I think it well 
statement should be made to the 
House in order that it may not be concluded, 
if the House passes the bill, that they thereby 
sanction a claim which has been once passed 
on and rejected by the State Department. A 
company have been in peaceable possession of 
or years past and before the 
death of this man, and they ought not to be 
disturbed by the effect of this legislation. I 
think myself, that, coming from the source 
which it does, confessedly at the instigation ot 
Mrs. Parker, it is better that the bill should 
not pass, but if it does pass, it ought not to do 
o without such a statement as | have made. 

Mr. BANKS. There is no intention onthe 
part of the committee to give any claimant, 
under the bill reported, rights which belong to 
another person. If there was any assignment 
in any case it comes under the provisions of 
this bill, and the rights of the widow, or heirs, 
or executors, or siedilatineae. would be sec 
ondary to that assignment. [ do not conceive 
that there could be any objection made to an 
amendment that should recognize the right of 
an assignee in such @ case ; but inasmuch as itis 
a bill of general legislation, there is no neces- 


whole question 


ment, 


purpose of 


coverer of a guano island. 


thut this 


eSe 1Siands tor 
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sity for such a provision as that at al 
the law gives the right first to the di 
and then to the assignee; but if the d 
shall have deceased, and there shal] 
signee; then it passes to the widow, ; 
executors, or administrators [ think 
fore, that the objections interposé 
gentleman from California do not apply ¢ 
I should be willing, however, to a 
an amendment that should effect the pur 
although I do not think j 
sary, 18 nO intention t 
nor are there any words in the bill re, 
by the committee which give to the wid 
heirs any rights which could be claimed 
assignee. 

The only question for the House to determ 
ine is whether the discoverer having deceas; 
without an assignee, his widow and 
take the rizhts which he had | imse] 
strikes me there can be no possible o 
to that. 

[ will now yield to the gentleman from 0 
[Mr. SHELLABARGER]| fora question. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. I wish t 
a statement, not to ask a question, 

Mr. BANKS. Very well; I yield to the 
gentleman for that purpose 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. 
been before the Committee on Commer 
far as it relates to the claim of Mrs. P 
alluded to by the gentleman trom Cali 
My object in risl! 
rection of what | 
prehension 
bers around me. It 
to ie gislate anybody ” 
whatever, ex epting this only: that if, 
law of 1856, a discoverer dying, his fam 
estate would lose the rights which atta 
virtue of discovery, then this law is sim, 
cure that defect of the law of 1856, and 
the estate pass to those who would be the heirs 
according to the law of the place of resid 
of the discoverer For 
coverer be a citizen of New York, thi 
law will simply give whatever rights 
hav: lescended had the party been 
invested with his rights of discover 


case. 





he desires, 


because there 


Chis matter | 


iy 18 sim} iV to make 

l iderstan a UD i 
on the part of some « 
is not atte opted | 


ut of or into anv 


instance, if 


his death T inose who would have 
New York. J | 
affect Mrs. Parker’s « 


excepting to the 


the laws ol has no ot 
It dos Bm 
case of anybody else 
have stated. 

Mr. BANKS. That was the understanding 
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
i now vield for a few minutes tot 
man from New York, [Mr. Porrer. ] 
Mr. POTTER. I desire to offer thef 7 
ing amendment, to come in at the end 

first section: 

Nothing in this act shall impair or affect the right 
of any assignee of a discoverer, nor revive rights 
which have aiready been passed upon and d 
ined by the Government. 

Mr. Speaker, in the Jast Congress there was 
referred to the Committee on Commer! 
which I was a member, a bill which had passs 
the Senate for the relief of Mrs. Harriet E 
Parker, in respect of certain guano isiands 
the Pacific Phat bill was referred by 
committee to me, and I made a report up 
which was printed, and which I hold in 
hand. If this bill is intended to restor 
rights of that lady, as I understand trom 

entleman from California that it is—and [| 
Rane there has been no new dis sovery oF gu 

of late years calling for congressiona! ac' 
so that I am unable to understand for ¥ 
other purpose than to aid this claim of 
Parker this bill should be reported from 
Committee on Foreign Affairs—if, I say, t! 
bill is intended to aid the rights of that lady, 
then I beg the House to listen to what I un 
stand to be the facts in her case. 

Her husband claimed, while making a voy 
age, to have discovered certain guano islands 
in the Pacific ocean, but having afterward 
learned that Congress gave preémpiion or va: 
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becans ghts in respect of the guano on islands be held to impair any rights of discovery or any || be called this morning. Of the thirty or forty 
, ered, he entered into a contract with || assignment by a discoverer heretofore recognized || committees stat ling abead of us none w 
r ns in San Francisco, ceding to || PY the Government of the United States. Tee | nS | eee SS) ae. oe 
8covere. } er = ene eee Se 8 , ready with business to-day; and we do not 
rer irge portion of his rights in those he only question that was considered by think it rig) j ae | 
© "© + . . . = - MNK it rt) uu r sueh ¢c ‘ums nees the 
| a vessel was fitted out by those to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the we should i rma ee 
Z 5 Tr : greater: . ; e should lose our privilege. 
.nsferred his rights to find and take || only on epee Rept ween g tot Rtg ied Mr. COX. If th ] ' M 
} . ° . 2 . ade { » gel , ‘ ° ‘ 2n- 
n of the island he claimed to have || sented by their report, is whether the provis- husetts [Mr. B wt Ce nee, See 
S ‘ . 6 . SELLE A . AS V i < 
red ions of the statutes which have been referred | - ' { ANK ll report my ( uban 
yt { 2 . resolutions to-morrow y ote p 
0 , vessel thus fitted out sailed; certain | to here shall be extended to widows, hain, { Laughter. | vill Sole 50) Sara 
» ae \ . saughter. | 
are discovered: upon the re f- || executors, and administrators of deceased dis As. 6 CT oo! 
Purpose s vere’ | a e pon the return o POOLE Che bil oe a . Mr. SHELDON. Leall attention to the fact 
the island having been taken pos- || Coverers. he bill provides that it shall not || that there is on the Calen . ‘al ord 
10 Cag 3 ~: ; ; il t + On Lhe awienaar a@& speck yrader 
ty temporarily, a company was formed be extended to such cases even unless the wh ch 3 rh he ad pose | f Se 
) r ¢ . * *) ’ . 7,8 ii t iui ve Gis sec 0 
a york the guano on them, and to that discoverer has failed from want of time to per The SPEAKER. The object of the gentle 
idow mnany all the rights were assigned which || fect his right. Of course if he has failed for || an from Massachusetts | Mi Bank re 1 
1doy “ C an : . o fi . ue . . ° hic ) hdc i LUS ia », S i a 
d | as discoverer had, except so far as he || Want of time to perfect his right he can have || itained by having unanimo t tk .t 
oa Dv an : ; : . a 2 ’ i z ban Ous consent tha 
= eady parted with them. Subseque antly || given nom ght to anybody else by assignment. the morning hour be considered a | 
; He i ) neres richt Therefore the ob jection, while it is fect ' “en “ply al re 
detorm mpany applied to Congress for a ri ght ee eae perfectly But the Chair must remind members that in 
os m vethe guano on those islands under ex- proper, is an objection to an imaginary bill. |! 41. one e a 
ecens en , three or four weeks there will be great com: 
Yen -laws; and Parker also applied to Congress rather than to the one presented here. All plaint that no commiitee can have 
rss] pi . c * : F : L a ) * Cal ave wh oppor: 
bal] he ground that he was the discoverer, and that the House is called upon to consider is t) nity to report anything PI 
ee bie assignments were not in all! respects |} Whether they will extend the provisions of the |} 
)} HIS assis I , : teu * ° te } DAWES. Will it. not be better to allow 
. ] law of 1856 so that widows, heirs, executors. || \ . 
slid. : : aiee ’ : : || the ( ommittee on Foreign Affairs to be passed 
ise of the rival claiments was fully and administrators may have the benefit of || lay | ; 
mQ : } to-day by unanimous consent, 80 thal some 
heard before the State Department In the || any right which was not perfected by the dis- || other committee may take their place ? 
= ; : . > > é | i oe a (aK ; nace, 
xo ronth volume of the Attorney General's opin- || Coverer during his lifetime for want of time. || Phe SPEAKER. There are but four or fiv 
make n ‘ ‘ne I pl pote Saw es came ee ‘ ad in : t four or five 
» be found the opinion of Mr. Justice || There can be no injustice in that, no impro- |} , oh | 
. ts _s . committees that have not been called this 
bo Riack. then the Attorney General of the Uni- || priety in it; and the proviso that it shall not || ,, ning. 
to the ‘ 7 ; : . . : ‘ | or) 
a tod State hic » declare ‘ affect any vested right, anyr ret ‘e . 
ates, 10 which he declared, first, that ff eee righ Pon oe right her ofore |} Mr. B. aes [ desire to makea statement. 
ody had any right as discoverer to those || recognized by the Government, is entirely || Ono of my c acue 4 committ t} 
ty q " 7 : ; te e ny colleagues on ne omt Lt ee the 
ne ls, by virtue of the possession taken under || proper. and the committee willmake no objec- centleman from — diana, [ Mr. Packarp,] has 
. : ° ° * seh tal ( i aba, 4 . d n AD, in 
g ee ies ate ees on to it. ; a 
ee voyage to o whic hI ze referred, the claim- || "on ae eaementinidi ’ | a bill which we have agreed to report-——au im 
’ us having failed to keep continuous oecupa- || | Mr. POT rER. If the committee make no || portant bill; but we have thought it proper to 
‘fon i : : ea : yh; ave thought it proper 
fthem as reauiret ». Nees” dines , || objection to t prope on, there is CCA- : 7 
; oe a Dicker , by law ; secondly, | i < = # or oie ° A or IS NO OCCAa- |! Consult the Secretary of State to ascertain 
nu 4 Y yr > S1¢ ) € ( St g 1 1 , ° » 
ese f iw that arike 1ad any right to the yn tor m es nl irtner. . whe ther ne has inv objection LO it. W ¢ have 
a nds, he had disposed of them, and ¢ leclaring The SPEAKER, Before receiving further || also another report which is ubject to the 
n iano belonged to a certain company by | amendments the Chair willsubmittothe House || same condition 
we tne of srtain action 1 ‘ ‘ 2 those reported by the c ittee .t mam 
tke: virtue of eertain action 11 had taken, and not hose repor ed y he committee. , | Mr. DAWES. The suggestion which I make 
: because of Parker’s alleged discovery. My own lhe first amendment reported from the Com- || wil) ach that difficulty. It is that the other 
' the AIAN we 5 >. ‘lor sve * . st ar | ittee relg ‘ ‘al ; WAS Ter as fi ree ee 7 of es F at 
ly and wn oo that Parker never found the par- || ™ vet mereige ee as read, as follows: || committees be c: a with the underst Len 
ahi ar islands upon which the guano was, but || _ In_ line, seven, after the word “the,” insert || that the C ommittee on ha ign Aff all 
My it in the pursuit of what he suppose >d were || ‘“*widows;’’ so that the clause will read, ** extended ha d me aS rte 
Iply to i | to the widows, heirs, executors,’’ &e. iol De de of. Its p! ace to-morrow, 
| =" se islands, other islands were found; and |} TI The Sl] AK ER. it tuytbing should be 
€ 1 that if he eve re inks 1e amendment was agreed to. rag © ane aS aT ; 
side ; i, that if he ever discovered those islands ‘= 5 reported this morning and should go over as 
} id assigned his rights at least twice if not || The next amendment reported by the com infit ed business, how would the gentleman 
len > : c | > . thiitia 5S, v ie pp Lil 
three times; third, that the State Department || mittee was read, as follows: from Massac h setts |Mr. Dawes] adjust that 
was night In saying that nobody under the law At the end of line ten add the following: “after || matter? 
id ever perfected any right to this guano by || complying with the requirements of the act of Con : WR UG tat as iS sheen 
dee ee ee IS gl o y avess of Lagost 1, 1965." ’ Mr. DA \\ KS es Sufficient unto the day is 
f Parker’s discovery if he did discover ; eS the evil thereof. 
ind fourth, that the case having been adju- || he amendment was agreed to. Mr. COX. I think we had better go on in 
: icated by the State Department as long ago || The next amendment reported by the com- | regular order. 
“ 1857, [thi nk, and it having been then declare: 1 || mittee was read, us follows: The SPEAKER Very great difficulty 
. t ft por } 0 Lye + ° ° ° | } . : , ee ° - - 
oe at nobody had any rights whatever ras a gainst _ Strike out on page 2, lines eight, nine, and ten, as || arises the moment the strict rule is departed 
tr, the Government to that guano, by virtue of follows: **so as to allow the heirs, executors, or || from. If any committee should be allowed 
I his alleged discovery by Parker, that finding administrators of deceased persons who may have ; ee mas 1 ( . oe . 
CO cal ie 1 I therefc ; i > || discovered deposits of guano time to remove the » Fepor. now, | business, if not finished 
nding NCIUSIVE, Pet et therefore reported ad- | sume.” to-day, would continu » occupy the morniog 
ve oy to, the | i] l ere ee ee || The amendment was agreed to. hour, and thus the Committee on Foreign 
tor -arker’s relief, anc did not become j| 1I7Q . ¢ fairs would be excluded from the right to 
rel ies | Mr. BANKS. I decline to yield for the Hairs would be excluded from the mght 
Now, if this bill is intended at any future |! amendment gg © by. eres Sree Mr. DAWES. I suppose the understand 
OW time to eres + : | New York, [ Mr. Porrer.] I yield to allow the mart sup} aud 
ime to create no rights to this guano to any | een ae “ne wonld he that when the other committ 
of the iter’ - . + || gentleman trom California [ Mr. SarGenr]| to || “5 " uld be that when the other comunitte 
person beyond what now exist, then it should || °,. ~~ ak , should get through the Committee on l’oreign 
provide, first, that auy person who had vested | offer an amendment. ya oor 7 ] . r 
. y* « 2 1] . ‘ SOON) . ie Ahairs wo 1 De avail Caled. 
1h ht wr. OL ML . ve tO « by ada ° 
pir on right: s should be fully protected in them; and | ; a kt Pe li the fol tre rhe SPEAKER. That can be done. TI 
rig 8 i| 21) ( > rst sectior ie fi > oe 4 ul i t 1@, i 
ter second, that where any claim has been submit: — — aes — foe : = ee, ee next committee in order is the Committee on 
ted to the Government at any time, and has || , Provided, That nothing herein contained shall | po ritor 
men vaaend ; hat d ; rae ~ || be held to impair any rights of discovery, or any CTritories ' : 
© was een passed upon, that etermination should be |} assignment by a discoverer heretofore recognized b: Mr. HOLMAN. I object to any departure 
ae a inal, so that titles so determined may not be || the Government of the United States the rules 
unsettle ‘ ‘oc . : : 1] San . 4 . rr ‘7 , . ~ és 
sed Anse - d and disputes long since determined Mr. POTTER. I desire to inguire of the The SPEAKER The ventleman’s objec 
rm reviv > °f ° . } e . . - ° . ‘ 
a ; ot I I Bes tne tothe object of the amend- || gentleman from California whether that amend- | tion issufficient. The Chair considers that the 
s a Will proposed. ; 5 | mentis satisfactory to him as covering the same || proposition involve ficulties from which he 
tI . r. W A LARD. It 18 the farthest possible, 1] ground as my proposition ’ Ww ul | not know how t extric the Hou as 
pon | Peppers, from the intention of any gentle- | Mr. SARGENT. I think itcoversthe same || The proposition was that the Committee on 
a _ connected with the Committee on ee || ground. foreign Affairs should be passed over and the 
re the ars hee 5 give any rights to anybody by the || Mr. POTTER. Then I am content. st committ called, aa that when the 
ol, Ter > 7@ | — : . > .s ae ’ Oa 
n tl aoa ee made in this case. Certainly || The amendment was agreed to. business of the la should be finished th 
it was the farthest possible from a enti , +1) : oT hould go back he Committee on F 
. on their part to tal e awa aay ie us that ‘at | The bill, as amended, was ordered to be || c#l! should go back to the Committee on Fo 
QD t ak a } . i ele fair I vhel he t ’ Littee 
present exist in anybod i engrossed for a third reading; and being en- || “8 Al irs; Dut when the Ley cr commities 
, I see ] 7 grossed, it was accordingly readthethird time, | S300 © ve finished its siness the Chair 
wha see but very little objection to the sugges: | nenill estnin : would not ‘shee vhere to ge gin again. There 
Mrs tion of the gentleman from New York, [ Mr. — lways simplic if the rules 1 strict 
Po , Mr. BANKS moved to reconsider the vote always simplicity i the rules are strictiy 
n the TTER ;] certainly but little objection to the | , adhered to, and ali the trouble and contusi 
: : by which the Dill was passed ; : and aisbo moved L ; i 1 yubIe and COnDlUSION 
. this amendment which he proposes. I think I do || i154: the motion to reconsider be laid on the || "the House come from varying from the 
> , e ( 3C 8S 3 > le vue ° ra . 
lad see one objection to it, and for that reason an — oe rules 
aa amendment which has been prepared by the tabie. ; Mr. FARNSWORTH. I der i the reg 
1d || Thelatter motion was agreed to. rapa ateegr =p, cheats ame demand the regu 
gentleman from California, [Mr. Sarcenr, ] | lar order of business 
— and which is entirely satisfactory to him, seems ORDER OF BUSINESS The SPEAKER [he regular order of 
“, t Pe . ae eee 
ands © meto be preferable. The amendment which | Mr. BANKS. I move that the House ad business is the motion to adjourn. 
wa © prepared is as follows : || journ, and on that question [ ask for the yvas Mr. SCOFIELD. [ think nearly all the 
rva Provided, That nothing herein contained shall |! and nays. Our committee di d not expect to || committees called this morning were in pre- 
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cisely the same condition with the Committee 
on Foreign Affa und while all of them, I 
have no doubt had business to report for the 


action of the House, they were under the im 
pression they wou 1 not be reached during this 
morning hour I know that sach was the 


impression, and that many of the committees 
were not prepared to make reports this morn 
ing, because was generally believed the com 
mittee where the call rested would take up the 
entire morning hour to day. 

The SPEAKER The Chair will make a 
suggestion, which of course requires unani 
mous consent, and to which the gentieman 
from Massachusetts [ Mr. Banks] will probably 
objec 


away from the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


as it will take the call of committees 


The Chair, however, will suggest that, by 
t. on next Tuesday the call 
hall begin at the beginning. 

Mr. BANKS I do not think that wonld 


Mhanimous conse 


oi commiltees 


be right. The Committee on Foreign Affairs 
now has the floor in the morning hour, and I 
do not wish any course to be taken which will 
result in our losing our present opportunity. 


We have the floor this morning because we 
were the only committee ready to report, and 
I] do nott 
taken away from us 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I wish 
to make a report from the Committee on the 
Revision of the Lawa. 

Mr. WOOD. I demand the regular order 
of business 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Most of the com 


wittees called this morning were in precisely 


nk we ought to have our privilege 


the same condition as the Committee on For 
eien Affairs The Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, the gentleman admits, is not ready 
to go on with its business, and I do not see 
why they should have a privilege which is not 
accorded to other committees of this House. 

The SPEAKER. Theregular order of busi 
ness being called for, the Chair must put the 
wotion to adjourn. 

Mr. KERR. IT hope before the question is 
taken on the motion to adjourn that I may be 
permitted to introduce a resolution in reference 
to a contested-election case. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi 
ness having been called for, the Chair cannot 
entertain any motion. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
2, noes 70. : 
Mr. BANKS. 
if it be necessary. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection 
the que stion will be taken by tellers. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Doesthe time oceu- 
pied in voting on the motion to adjourn come 
ont of the morning hour allotted to the Com- 
mittee on Ioreign Affairs? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does notknow 
any time, except when the House is acting 
under the suspension of the rules, when a 
motion to ad) urn would be out of order. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. ‘The Chair does not 
correctly apprehend my question. I wish to 
know whether the time consumed in voting on 
the motion to adjourn comes out of the morn- 
ing hour : 

lhe SPEAKER. 
of the morning hour. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. So, then, the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts gains nothing by his 
motion to adjourn, 

Mr. SCOFIELD. If the morning hour this 
morning be taken up with motions to adjourn, 
and the morning hour to-morrow be aiso taken 
up with motions to adjourn, would not the Com- 
mittee on loreign Atfairs be then compelled, 
under the rule, to give way to the next com- 
mittee on the call? 

The SPEAKER. It would. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. So that the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs would not only lose the morn- 
ing hour this morning, but also the morning 
hour to-morrow. by these motions to adjourn ? 


The SPEAKER. It would. 


‘ 


[ demand the yeas and nays, 


It necessarily comes out 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. That being so, then 
we can return the motion made by the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts this morning in 
kind? 

The SPEAKER. If the morning hour to- 
day as well as the morning hour to-morrow be 
consumed in motions to adjourn, the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs would lose its privilege. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. What is sauce for 
the goose is sance for the gander, { Laughter. ] 

Mr. MAYNARD. If the motion to adjourn 
made by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
should prevail and the Honse adjourn, would 
not the Committee on Foreign Affairs be enti- 
tled to the morning hour to-morrow? 

The SPEAKER. It would. 

Mr. BANKS. Ido not think that a commit- 
tee should be instructed in its duty in this way. 

Mr. DAWES. TI have no doubt the House 
will yield to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
another opportunity to report, rather than 
have the whole time this morning consumed 
in a motion to adjourn. It does seem to me 
unreasonable to take up the time with motions 
to adjourn when there are other committees to 
report. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already 
suggested that, by unanimous consent, the 
morning hour this morning be considered as 
closed, and the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
will then have the next morning hour. If tbat 
suggestion be adopted, the next business will 
be a report from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary coming over from before the recess, and 
also coneurrent resolutions coming from the 
Senate in reference to the presentation by the 
State of Rhode Island of a statue from that 
State to the Government of the United States. 

Mr. BANKS. I am willing to adopt that 
suggestion of the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no ob- 
jection, and the morning hour will now be 
considered as closed, and the Committee on 
l‘oreign Affairs will be entitled to the next 
morning hour, which will be on Tuesday next. 

SUPREME COURT APPELLATE JURISDICTION. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire 
to ask unanimous consent for the Committee 
on the Revision of the Laws to report abill (H. 
R. No. 891) to further regulate the appellate 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and to pre- 
vent delays therein, in order that it may be 
printed and recommitted. 

Mr. RANDALL. I moveto reconsider the 

| vote by which the bill is reeommitted, andalso 
move that the motion to reconsider be jaid 
upon the table. 

Mr. DAWES. Is not this reconsideration 
provided for in the amendment of the rule 
which was adopted this morning ? 

lhe SPEAKER. It does not. The rule 

| adopted this morning has reference simply to 
bills that are introduced here by members on 
the floor and referred by unanimous consent. 
It does not relate to bills reported from com- 
inittees and recommitted, and, inthe judgment 
of the Chair, it might embarrass the House if 
it did so attach, because at times it may be 
useful to make use of this privilege; but, at 
the same time it is one, in the judgment of 
the Chair, which well deserves watching. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
a& very important bill, and one that ought to be 
passed withcut much delay. I would like, 
|| unless there is some objection, and the Com- 

mittee on the Revision of the Laws would like, 

to be able to get it up at an early day. 

Mr. RANDALL. You can get it up when 
| your committee is called. 

|| Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Our com- 
|| mittee may not be called for weeks, and it is 
|| necessary that this bill should be passed 
|| speedily. 

| Mr. RANDALL. 
| by waiting. 

| Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I wish 
| the gentleman would withdraw his motion. 

Mr. RANDALL. No, sir. 


I believe it will not suffer 


| us, that we find but litile time to reflec: 


| 
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Mr. HOLMAN. [I insist on the reg, 
order. ” 
The SPEAKER. | Does the gentleman from 
from Pennsylvania insist on his motion? 
Mr. RANDALL. I have not indica 
other purpose. 

The question was taken upon Mr, Ryy 
DALL’s motion, and it was agreed to; and ts, 
motion to reconsider the vote by which a 
bill was recommitted was laid upon the table 


] 
4iar 


ted any 
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STATUE OF ROGER WILLIAMS 
Mr. PENDLETON. I move that the House 


proceed to business on the Speaker's tg] 
‘The motion was agreed to. 


Ji6 


The first business on the Speaker's tg} le 
was the following concurrent resolutions from 
the Senate: 


IN THE SENATE OF THR UNITED Str ATES 
Jonuary 9, 1872, 

Resolved by the Senate, (the Ilouse of Represe; 
tives concurring,) That the thanks of Cong 
presented to the Governor, and through hiin ty + 
people of the State of Rhode Island and Proyiden, 
Plantations, forthe statue of Roger Williains, who 
name is so honorably identified with our culo 
history. 

Resulved, That this work of art is accepted in th, 
name of the nation and assigned a place in th, 
llall of the House of Representatives, already cu: 
aside by act of Congress for statues of eminent citi. 
zens, and that a copy of this resolution, signed 
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of th) 
House of Representatives, be transmitted to tho 
Governor of the State of Rhode Island and Prov} 
dence Plantations. 

Attest: 






dU1i 


GEORGE C. GORUAM, 
aecrelary, 

Mr. EAMES. Mr. Speaker, Iask the indy| 
gence of the House while I speak of Roger 
Williams and his claim as the representa'ive 
of that principle in the science of polisics 
which secures the right of private judgment j 
matters of religious faith and practice. 

The duties of the present press so hard upon 
the past or to think of the future. Passing 
events make their impression on the memo 


| but this impression, as the present impercept 


| of the country. 


bly glides into the past, gradually becomes | 
distinct, until at last it fades almost entirc| 
away. And yet as a people we gratefully 
knowledge our obligations to the past, anu « 
duty to preserve fresh in memory, as an insp 
tion in the present and for the tuiure, ‘he gre 
events which stand as time-marks in the histor 
We record these events upon 
the page of history, and in the biographies ¢ 
those who were identified with them. We giv 
visible expression to them upon the glowing 
‘anvas, and in statues of bronze and marble, 
in the stately shait and the memorial monu 


| ment. 


Every nation justly cherishes with peculiar 
pride the names of those whose acts hav 
marked the great epochs of its history. And 


| in this respect the people of a free Government 


| 


especially ought to guard and preserve with 
jealous care the memory of those who have 
taken a prominent part in advancing the glory 
and fame of the Republic. 

The Congress of the United States, not un 
mindful of this obligation, imposed alike by 
patriotism and gratitude, has set apart the old 
Hall of the House of Representatives for the 


g. |; statues of citizens of the States, illustrious fur 
his is 


their historic renown or distinguished for civic 
or military service. And no country, either in 
ancient or modern times, has among its names, 
made illustrious in the arts of peace or war, 
better material with which to mark its pro 
gress, or to illustrate by its representative men 
its history, than the Republic of the United 
States of America. 
The statue of Washington, already occupying 
the central position in the old Hall, suggests 
at a glance the principal events of that period 
in the history of the country when the colonies 
became ‘‘ free and independent States.’’ The 
statue of Hamilton recalls the history of that 
period when these States, weal and powericss 
under the Articles of Confederation, became 
strong and united underthe Constitution. And 
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he statue of Lincoln quickens into a present 
the si» : 

he recent struggle which secured for 
+'me to come the supremacy of the law and 


reality 


al ‘anion of the States under the Constitution. 


os i when grouped around the statues of these 
“mortal men this old Hall shall be filled 


with the sculptured forms of the illustrious 
jead of every State in the Union, whose lives 
were associated with the prominent events in 
the history of the country, these statues will 
become to the American citizen far more ex- 
rpasive in their silence as incentives to duty 
aad patriotism than ever were the living lips 
\f the statesmen whose eloquence in this old 
Hall asserted and defended the rights of the 


eople, and directed in peace and in war the | 


policy of the Republic. 

The State of Rhode Island, in response to 
this act of Congress, has already placed in the 
old Hall the statue of Major General Nathan- 
ael Greene, whose name, by common consent, 
ranks next to that of Washington, for his dis- 
tinguished military services in the struggle of 
the colonies for independence; and now pre- 


Jaces by the side of that of Greene, the s‘atue 
f Roger Williams, one of the most remarka- 
le men of the early colonists, the founder of 


8 
r 
I 
( 
} 
i 
+ 
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f soul liberty. 

This tribute to the memory of Roger Wil- 
liams is paid by the people of Khode Island in 
grateful ri membrance of the sacrifices which 
hemade and the services which he rendered in 
settlement of the cslony of Rhode 
Island, as also for the noble qualities which he 
exhibited in his intercourse with the natives, 
and the invaluable services which, from his 
i endly relations with them, he was able to 
render in the most critical period of the his 
tory of the New England colonies, in prevent- 
ig an alliance between the Pequots and Nar- 
ragansetts against the colonies, which, if made, 
would inevitably have resulied, in their then 
defenseless condiion, in the extermination of 
tue whiies fromthe ‘**storm shoresot New Eng- 
ind.”’ But especially do the people of Rhode 
island pay this tribute to Noger Williams as 
the first and foremost of all the great aad good 
ind wise men of that period to assert. main- 
tain, and triumphantly establish that grand 
principl+ of religious liberty, freedom to wor- 
ship God unrestrained by the civil authority ; 
the right of priva'e judgment in matters of 
religions faith and worship. 

But litde is known of the early life of Roger 
Willams. He was educated at one of the 
English universities. He was a minister of 
the gospel ‘*with precious gifts.’ He was 
admitied to orders in the English Church, but 
before leaving England became a rigid sepa- 
ratist. He claimed perfect liberty of con- 
science for all men in matters of faith and 
Worship, and if he ever assumed the charge 
of a parish in england he must speedily have 
been deprived of his office. He was a man 
of ardent temperament, of a clear and strong 
intellect, and of marked courage, decision, 


the fit 8! 


To escape the persecution to which he was | 


exposed under the arbitrary rule of Charles 
I, and the bigotry and caprice of Laud, like 
the Pilgrims and Puritans, Williams sought 
refuge in America. Upon his arrival here, in 
1631, he natural!y supposed that the colonists, 
who had so recently been driven from England 
by persecution for cause of conscience, would 
be tender of the consciences of others, and 
would cheerfully concede to all the full enjoy 
ment of the faith and forms of worship which 
their reason and judgment approved ; and least 
of all did he anticipate that they would invoke 


| the aid of the civil power to enfofce against 


ats, through Congress, to the country, and | 


he State, and the great advocate and defender |! 


| those who differed from them submission to | 


the religious faith, practice, and ecclesiastical 
polity which they might prescribe. Immedi- 
ately, however, upon his arrival, although he 
was kindly received by Winthrop and his asso- 
ciates at Boston, it became apparent tHat dif- 
ferences existed between them, not only upon 
questions relating to forms and ceremonies, 
but upon others of vital importance, and in- 
volving principles dearer to him than life itself. 

he Puritans had separated, ‘‘ not from the 
Church of England, but from its eorruptions.”’ 
They held to the doctrine, but divested their 
church polity from the rites and ceremonies 
ofthe English Church. They ‘‘ came into these 
parts of America to enjoy the liberty of the 
gospel in purity and peace,’’ but denied this 
privilege to others who differed from them 
either in faith or practice. And if they did not 
assert that the civil authority should be sub 
ordinate to the church, they required that the 


| civil Government should conform te their eccle- 


siastical polity, and insisted that the magis- 
trate ‘‘should take care of matters of re igion, 
and improve his civil authority for observing 
the duties commanded in the first as well as 
the second table.’’ Exiles from their native 





| land, they claimed the right in the wilderness 
| to adopt a faith and furm of worship in accord 


with their own religious opinions; and, in the 
spirit of the hierarchy from which they had fled, 
and of the age in wi ich they lived, to oppose 


| and resist as heresy any other doctrine or prac- 


tice; and, if necessary, *‘to use the sword of 


the civil magistrate to open the understand 


ing of heretics, or to cut them off from the 
State, that thev might not infect the Church or 


injure the public peace.’ 


Williams, on the contrary, with a keen sense 
of its persecutions, not only renounced the 
rites and ceremonies of the English Church, 


but rejected its entire ecclesiastical polity. He, 


and individuality of character, and by the irre- | 
aistible impulses of his nature must, while in | 


England, have fearlessly asseried the great 
idea of his life, the freedom of the soul. If, 
then, men like Winthrop and his associates, 
who still retained a lingering affection for the 
mother church, were constrained for cause of 
conscience, with moistened eyes and sorrowful 
hearts to leave their native land, surely a man 
of the character of Williams, who had while in 
England ‘presented to Cotton and Hooker 


his arguments from Scripture why he durst net | 


join with them in the use of the Common 
rayer,’’ could not fora moment have retained 
& benefice of the established Church in any 
part of the kingdom, or have escaped the per 


like the Puritans, became an exile in the wil- 
derness ‘‘to enjoy tne liberty of the gospel in 
purity and peace ;”’ but he desired no liberty 
for himself which he did not freely concede 
to all others. He believed that freedom of 
conscience in matters of faith and worship was 
the natural right of all men, and denied that 
the civil authority could lawfully interfere with 
ifs prerogative, unless its exercise impaired the 
civil or religious rights of others, or in some 
way disturbed the public peace. ‘* The civil 
magistrate should restrain crime, but never 
control opinion ; should punish guilt, but never 
violate the freedom of the soul.”’ 

The Puritans held that the Church and 
State should be united in order to secure civil 
and religious liberty. They agreed upon their 
tenets of faith and form of worship, and ad 
justed the civil authority so that each would 
act in harmony with the other. As the great 
Cotton afterward expressed it: 

** The order of thechurches and the commonwealth 
was so settied in New Eugland by common consent, 
that it brought to mind the new heaven and the new 
earth wherein dwells righteousness.” 

It is not strange, therefore, that they demand- 
ed that every knee should berdat the altar which 


|| they had erected for the worship of their God. 


eecution to which the spirit of intolerance which | 


then prevailed exposed alike clergy and laity 
Who refused an absolute and unqualified sub 
mission to the liturgy, rites, ceremonies, and 
ecclesiastical polity of the English Church, 


i} 


i 


il 


Wiliams, with equal cincerity, believed that | 


no human authority could lawfully impose re- 
straint upon the conscience in matters of rel- 


| gion, or compel conformity with any faith or 


practice to which the conscience did not yield 
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its voluntary consent; or enforce even the prac- 
tice of any religion whatever. He maintained 
that the Church and State should be entirely 
and absolutely separate; that there was no civil 
without religious liberty ; and that all, whether 
Jew or Geutile, Christian or Pagan, infidel or 
atheist, should be equa ly prote cted by the civil 
power; and drawing with wonderful accuracy 
the distinction between religion and polities, 
opinionsand actions, be insis' ed that the Church 
and State should cach act within its own sphere, 
the one with spiritual, and the other with tem 


| poral weapons to assert and maintain its 


authority. 

Uhese opinions were in conflict. They were 
entertained with equal sincerity by the Puri- 
tans and Williams. Neither would voluntarily 
yield to the other. Controversy was inevit- 
able. Itcame asa thunderbolt from a clear 
sky immediately upon the settlement of Wil- 
liams as teacher of the church at Salem in 
opposition to the magistrates and ministers 
who deemed this act of the church of Salem, 
in choosing its own teacher, ‘* without oe 

) 


| advised with the Council, a great contempt « 


authority.’’ Williams quietly withdrew to Ply 
mouth. and thus for the time saved the Salem 
church from the gathering storm. But when, 
in the summer of 16338, yielding to the urgent 
solicitations of the church at Salem, as well 
as to his own inclinations, he was again, against 
the opposition of the magistrates, ordained 
teacher there, the controversy was immedi- 
ately renewed, and from that time continued 
with even greater acrimony 

It was impossible for Williams, with his 
fearless nature and earnest convictions, to re 
frain from the expression of his opinions upon 
the great moral and political truth which had 
been revealed to him, which absorbed every 
energy of his being, inspired every impulse 
of his heart, and directed every action of his 
life. Upon his return to Salem. he again as 
serted his great principle of soul liberiy, main- 
tained by temperate arguments his views of the 


| application of it alike to Church and State: 
/ aud omitted no opportunity to defend it against 


1 esteemed for the 


| 


every act, either of the magistrates or minis- 
tera, which was in conflict with it, or with any 
deduction fairly derived from it. 

I may not here enter upon the consideration 
of the differences which gave rise to the sub- 
equt nt coutrover ies between the Puritans 
and Williams. It isenough to know that they 
had their origin purely in differences of opinion 
upon questions of religion or poltics, which 
were wih eq ial sinceri y believe’ by each to 
be of vital imp rianee to the well-ben g of the 
Church and State. But these differences were 
wholly irreconcilable. 
must yield. Willioms s 
the faith of the ultimate triumph of his prin- 
ciples. ‘The magistrates and ini 
united, and equally firm in their belief that 
the opinions of Williams endangered the civil 
tablished 


sorenin duty 'O pro 


The one or the other 
ood alone, but firm in 


ninisters were 


and religious polity which they hail « 
and which it was their 
tect. Williams was s 
before the 


ummoned time and again 
iuse he would 
h allthe magis- 
trates and ministers ‘‘adjudged to be errone 
ous and ery dangerous,’ he was on the 5th 
of November, 1635, banished from the col- 
ony. He had com:mi ted no crime. He was 
purity of his life. He had 
ventured to assert the doctrine of the freedom 
of the soul, and for asserting and maintain 
ing this he was exiled No one will now 
justify this sentence; but the Puritans believed 
it to be their duty to expel Mr. Williams, in 
order to preserve their civil and religious lib- 
erty. They verily believed that they were in 
this doing God service ; and so they were, for — 


magistrates, and be 


+ 


not renounce his Oopimlons, Wut 


} 


“God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform.” 


The banishment of Williams compelled him 
to seek some ‘nook or corner of the earth as 
a shelter for persons distressed for conscietce ;”’ 
and thus gave him an opportunity to realize 
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nat government the principle which was 
the ecu I exile. He supposed he 
had f it elter when. by the friendly aid 
of | em Massasoit, in the early 
8) is he says, *‘he first pitched 
and bes | 1 and plant’’ on the east 
bank of th eekonk But Governor Wins 
wit ed | } hat ‘‘he was within the 
edger ‘ i f Plymouth,’’ and advised 
{ t eto the other side of the water, 
h was without the limits of any English 
patent, and where he would be as free as them- 
ae ' n mmediate iy ¢ ym plied, and 
‘ Ke@G wilh fis companions 10 his canoe, 
and gitding dow the Seekonk, touched at 
State Rock. on the others le of the water, and 
receiving, as tradil n says, from the Indians 
he we ne W t cheer, netop ?’’ passt d 
srround the idlands and entered the beau- 
tiful wate e Mooshasuck and landed at 
a@ epring bank of the river. 

Here t en forestinhabited ny one 
of the most wa ce tribes of the Indians, whose 
confidence had ) gained by his noble acts 
of ki ‘ 1 the lf while in Plymouth, 
with the ni wih an enthusiast in the 
pr had asserted, this heroic 
ma vith his companion commenced the 
fit ettiement in the colony of Rhode Island, 
whi nwera id » the ** Father of Lights 
and Me ho had directed his steps and 
wat | 0 | istress and wander 
in l ‘ Pi en 

x nd 
“ e first they trod; 
I left ur ed itthey then found 
k pod 

rT} ‘ ne id its origin in religious 
pers ) | purp was to establish 
religi freedon Kt cognizing the rights of 
the na is Grod tenants of the soil,’’ 
William id acquired from Canonicus and 
Miat I ( chen of the Narragan- 
BE i iera f ** his many kind 
nesses and services to them. a title to the 
and I hasuck and Wornasqua 
tucket, 1 | pese Tivel to the Pawtuxet. 
With a gene rihy of his noble nature, 
hesha d main with the compan- 
iT | I d othe: kindred spirits 
who had there. reserving to him- 
seit “not et tof land, noroneti le of polit 
ical nore than he treely granted tothem, 

id then in mda yea of the plant 
atio e | | pioneers, outcasts 
fr ae l i ety d unprotec ed by any 
English patent, but equal in their political 
rights, and 3 ownel the so by title from 
the natives, entered to a compact for the 
adn iol ( affairs which will 
b iorable ¢ he change which it initiated 
in the cly polity of the world so! ney As the 
lov ci\ 1 religious liberty shal! find an 
abiding place i if eart of an American 
reeman that compact n these word 

We whose nam re here underwritten, being 
les is to inhabit in the wn of Providence, do 
prot submit ourseives,1n active or passive 
obed ‘e, to all such orders or agreements as shall 
be made for public good of the body, in an orderly 
wa by the major consent of the present inbab- 

m ers of families, incorporated together 
il 1 tow p, and such others whom they shall 
Bdiil into Lhe same, on in ciuw l things 

Phi m instrument briefly but clearly 
exp ( eat pr es of civil and re 
gious liberty upon which all free Governments 
rest. The will of the majority ascertained in 


} 
an orderly Way is bi 


ling upon all, and when 
be submitted to by all in 
ACLIV or passive obt Lie ce ' 
what it 


8O ascerlalnt d must 
alike in doing 
ldiug to what it im- 
poses lor the public good, but only in civil 
things. It confers no pows } 


requires and yi 
( except in relation 
to civil affairs, and by this limitation denies 
any control over re Mg10U8 Opinions, Thee m- 
pact entered into in the cabin of the Mayflower, 
like this, was a pure democracy ; but this, un- 
like that or any other form of civil govern 


ment then existing, by the limitation which it || 
imposed, secures to all the freedom of the soul. || 





| shall by free consent agree unto.”’ 
| scribes no form of government, but clearly 
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It confers full authority to regulate the duties 


of men in their civil relations to each other, 
but denies any right to control the conscience 
or to its It tersely ex- 
presses Roger Williams's great idea of soul lib 
erty, and unites with it the fundamental prin- 
ciple upon which civil liberty rests. It 
first compact of 
nizes the principles of civil and religious liberty 
for which he contended. It initiated an entire 


question dictates. 


is the 
civil government which recog 


change in the existing forms of civil gov- 
ernment, and is the government 


first civil 

‘since Chris lanily ASce nded the throne ot the 
Ceesars,’’ which separated absolutely the church 
from the State and | fi the individual responsi- 
ble alone to his God for lis religious faiih and 
practice 

| ght in the wilderness, sending 
forth its feeble rays and faintly penetrating 
the darkness of int 


It was a | 


ylerance with which it was 
but it served **as a lamp to the 
feet anda guide to the path Ky ot the 11Lile band 


ot tugi 


surrounded : 


in the colony of Rhode Island. 
‘This simple instrument’’— 


says Professor Knowlesin his Memoir of Roger 
Williams 
“which combines the principles of a pure democ- 
racy and of unrestricted religious liberty, was the 
basis of the first governmentin Providence. It was 
undoubtedly drawn up by Roger Williams. It bears 
the impress of his character, and it was the germ of 
those tree institutions under which Khode Island 
has flourished till the present day. 

wie 
that Williams 
and his associates, called together by the beat 
of the drum, managed their civil affairs: and 
with ‘ta sheaf of as the signe! of the 
colony, with the motto ‘‘ Amor vincit omnia,”’ 
protected their civil and religious rights during 
the first years of the settlementat Providence. 
Winthrop says: 


It was under this compact 


arrows’ ; 


‘‘ At their first coming thither Mr. Williams an 
the rest did make an order that no man should be 
molested for his conscience.” 

And they carefully guarded this leading 
principle upon the first delegation of power, 
and expressly agreed that ‘‘as formerly hath 
been the liberties of the town, so still to hold 
forth liberty of conscience.’’ To preserve this 
principle required the utmost vigilance. The 
colony of Massachusetts was apprehensive of 
ts effect upon its civil and church polity. 
Other settlements upon like principles had 
been made at Portsmouth, Newport, and War- 
wick. Difficulties occurred in Providence and 
Warwick which were made the pretext of in- 
terfering with its internal affairs. An Indian 
war was threatened. I'he colony of Rhode 
Island was refused admission to the league 
which had been formed by the other colonies 
for their mutual protection, unless it would 
submit to the jurisdiction of Massachusetts or 
Plymouth. ‘The only way to escape the dangers 
which surrounded them and preserve their 
rights of religious freedom, or even their polit- 
ical existence, was to seek protection under a 
charter from England. 

Mr. Williams, who was the agent of the col- 
ony for that purpose, kept constantly in view 
the great principle of his life; and in the char 
ter which he procured in 1643 from the English 
Parliament, and under which the towns of 
Rhode Island, for the first time, were united 
under one form of government. this great 
principle was recognized and preserved. 

This charter bearsthe impress of the original 
compact into which the first settlers of Provi- 
denceentered. Itgrants full power tothe inhab- 
itants ‘* to rulethemselves by such form of civil 
government as by voluntary cousent of all, or 
the greater part of them, they shall find most 
suitable to their estate aud condition ; and for 


| thatend to make and ordain such civil laws and 


constitutions as they or the greater part of them 
It pre 


recognizes the great principles both of civil 
and religious liberty. It is by the voluntary 
consent of all, or the major part, that the will 





ives who commenced the lirstsettiement || 
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of the people is to be ascertained; and i; Ling 
only upon civil laws and constitutions that :h., ate 
will is allowed to act. The govern... vat 
under this charter, by the principles wh : a 
asserted, was democratical. It could make 
laws but had no control over the cons _ 
This charter rescued the infant colony q¢ t 
Rhode Island from the perils which jh, 
threatened its existence. It was receiy wal 
great joy, aud one of the first acts unde: : 
to adopt an Anchor as the seal, and Hone 
as the motto of the colony It was un ley f 
charter that the first General Assem 
May, 1647, (nearly two years before the fumopyg . 
act of the colony of Maryland touching yj. ference 
gious liberty, ) after having ado ited a ) ‘ B ibe iu} 
code of laws, limited expressly to the ad g Stat 
ist ation of their civil affairs, as they deemed 2 
‘* suitable to their estate and condition, @ * g 
serted the leading principle of the colony, a N 


expressly declared that, otherwise tha 1 as m TInited 


this code provided, ‘‘all men may walk as thei, § 
consciences persuade them, every one 5 
name of his God.’’ And thus under a ¢ 


organized government, the colony * stil 
forth liberty ot conscience.”’ 

But the early year of this co ony were 
constant struggle for its life. Jt had hardly 
| started on its career under the char er of ] 43 

before it met with other dangers and e: 

tered other perils, which again menaced its mae 

existence. [he colonies around it U 

to partition among themselves its limited ter Is 

tory. Plym yuth claimed the islands; ( bv 
necticut, the Narragansett country; Massacliy rights 
setts, the residue. A commission had issued tc sil the 
Coddington as Governor of the island of | 
| Island, including the towns of Portsm R 

Newport. ‘The accession of Charles II to the RR 
throne of hisancestors had th 
| the validity of the charter obtained from the ihe 

Earl of Warwick in time of civil war. strugg 


| 
| , © . 
| In this exigency, and to save the jews 


‘own do 


was more precious to them than ‘* their lands B of Na 
|| or lives,’’ the inhabitants again sought the pu y 0 





| tection of the English Government. The t 

|| mission to Coddington, through the a f and 

|| Williams and Dr. John Clarke, was in L 

| ately revoked; and in 1663 another charter was i$.an 

obtained for the administration 

| affairs of the colony, the like of which never C 
before received the siguet of aking. I C 
fers, as the other charter did, the most amy Was | 

|| powers of self-government, with full authority, Hod 

| among other things, to elect civil and poli ica and \ 

| officers, to establish courts of justice, to ay om 

|} point military officers. and to arm and eXIs 

| pline the inhabitants for their defense, and to civil 
| resist as well by sea as by land any atte! int 
infringe their rights or invade their territory fal 

|| It detines more accurately the limits 1 relig 
| colony, and secures to all the inhabit h Im 

|| right freely to pass into the other English colo yt 

| nies; and complying with the desire expressed gual 

}| in the petition of the inhabitants *‘ to ld la 

| forth a lively experiment that a most flourish — 

| ing civil State may siand, and best be main ah 

tained, and that among English subjects, with 

full liberty in religious concernments”’ gives pace 

marvelous aS it may appear, considering the m 

| arbitrary political principles of the vern , 
ment from which it was obtained, and the tone o- 
of religious feeling then prevailing in England, wade 
its direct sanction to the great idea of sou! | 
erty which was the cause of the first settieme 

| in the colony of Rhode Island, and express.1 a! 

declares that— : 

‘‘No person within the said colony at any tim 
hereafter, shall be in any wise molested, punish Pp 
| disquieted, or called in question, for any differences 
in opinion in matters of religion whodo not actuals 
disturb the civil peace of our said colony.” 

Here, then, we find safely secured in a roya 
casket ‘‘the jewel,’’ for the preservat { 
which Roger Williams, in his defense of 

rand idea before the magistrates at Bos 
cieed that he was ‘‘ready to be bound 
banished, or even die in New England.”’ 
| Thischarter isthe first republican government 
ij which ever reeeived the direct sanction o! 4 
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t:.¢ qgnd the first, at least, in modern times 


* ) expressly provided for the right of pri- 
-ate jucgment in matters of religions faith and 
pm » It placed the colony of Rhode Is!- 
- es * ition Where it was free from the 
= terference of the other colonies 
Tr ic Grst settlers were but a band of outlaws, 
gg bority to make the first compact— 
a : z had no legal existence under the char- 
ror cranted by Parliament in time of civil 
- ar—-there Was no question now but that they 

, every respect the equals of the other 
;, with full power to preserve order 
c¢ 


with ; their own limits and to resist any inter- 
e from without, and free to work out 
jission of realizing in the civil polity of 
ate the principle which was ‘set forth and 


‘ , ; ; 
as ined in the colony from the very begin- 
No der, then, that the historian of the 
hited States, writing of the liberty of con 
science secured by this charter, and of its 
struggie for an existence in the form of a civil 
g :ment, at a period when the experiment 
had bi ne successtul, says: 
‘The annals of Rhode Island, if written in the 
i f pl sophy, would exhibit the forms of 
5 y ler a peculiar aspect, Had the territory 
» State corresponded to the importance and 
aingularit f the principles of its early existence, 
‘ would have been filled with wonder at 


nena of its history.’ 


this charter the people of Rhode 
Island lived and prospered for nearly one 
1 and eighty years, protected in their 
shts of life, liber y, and property, and in 
their material, social, and religious inter- 
ests. Under the impulses inspired by the prin- 
iples of liberty which it secured citizens of 
Rhode Island sunk the first British war ves- 

] in 1769, in the harbor of Newport; struc 

e first blow and fired the first gun in the 
e for independence, when in May, 
he Gaspee was burned in the waters 
igansett bay ; and the General Assem: 
of the colony, in May, 1776, passed the 
act in effect declaring the colony free 
and independent of the British crown; and 
incited by the same love of liberty, Rhode 
Js and has ever been quick to resist every act 
of oppression, and prompt in the discharge 
of every duty to its own citizens and to the 
country. ‘The government uader this charter 
as recognized as republican in form when 
thode Island was admitted into the Union; 
and when this charter, which had so gloriously 
subserved its purpose, was superseded by the 
existing constitution, these great principles of 
civil and reliyious liberty were incorporated 
in the fandamental law of the State. 

And thus it appears that this grand idea of 
religious liberty which was asserted as ol vital 
Importance in the sim ple compact entered into 
by the first settlers of Providence, has been 
guarded with jealous care, and has been re- 
tained and preserved in Rhode Island as an 
essential element of a free government through 
allthe varying changes in the history of the 
colony and State from its first settlement to the 
present time. 

hrough all their trials, dangers, and perils, 
Williams and his associates in the early exist 
euce of the colony held fast to this prinei; le 
as the anchor of their safety, aud by prudence 
patience, and hope,triumpl hantly sustained sna 
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t 
realized it in the civil polity of a State on the 
of Rhode Island. 

” When first asserted and attempted to be 
applied, it met with the most determined op- 
position, as tending to subvert all religion, and 

‘estroy ail civil government. It is now as 
generally rect gnized as it was then rejected. 
It has its LP ace in the constitution of every 
State, and in that of the United States. In- 
deed, this Union never could have been formed 
if this principle had not been incorporated in 
its fundamental aw. It bas made this grand 
luheritance af ours a place of refuge for the 
Oppressed of all nations. It has given religious 


peace to this country, and when universally || to Baltimore. 
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adopted will insure religious peace throughout 
the world. It is making rapid strides toward 
its ultimate triumph. Its advane cing steps may 
be seen in divesting the Pope of his temporal 
power, in the prevailing o spposition to the 

dogma of infallibility, and in the movements 
in Germany, Austria, France, and England 
in the direction of an entire separation of 
religion and politics, Church and State. It 
is based on eternal truth, and must ultimately 
prevail; and then, in the beautiful sentiment 
of Roger Williams, in the introduction to the 
great work in which he asserted, and with 
matchless power defended, the grand idea of 
his life, peace and truth will have met — 
other on earth, persecution for cause of con- 

science will cease, and in matters of raltaled 
‘peace and good willto men”’ will universaily 
prevail. 

Now,! do not claim that Roger Williams 
wag the first to announce this grand idea as a 
principle in the science of politics; but I do 
assert that he was the first to reduce this prin- 
ciple to practice, and the first successfully to 
apply and actualize it in the civil government 
ofa State. Light breaks gradually upon the 
world. Itis first seen inthe gray streak blended 
with the rosy hues of the dawn; then gilds 
the mountain tops and the hills, until in its 
advance 1t shines upon every plain, and pene- 
tratesevery valley and ravine. And so it was 
with this idea as a principle in polities. It 
struggled through centuries in the past to its 
realization in the organic law of a civil State. 
lt was annouuced in theory in the schools of 
plilosophy in Europe. It may be imperfectly 
seen in the earliest struggles with the Romish 
Church, and in the subsequent conflicts of that 
church in the religious controversies of the 
sixteenth century. It was clearly enunciated 
by William, Prince of Orange, in the struggle 
of the Dutch re pa blic against the persecut ions 
of the Spanish throne. ‘* The Holianders de- 
mand liberty of conscience,’’ was the noble 
utterance of that heroic prince. It may be 
traced in the renunciation by England of the 
spiritual power of the Pope, and the separation 
of the English from the Romish Church; and 
its advancing steps are plainly visible in the 
refusal of the Pilgrims and Puritans to conform 
to the rites and ceremonies of the English 
Church, and their voluntary exile tor cause ot 
conscience to America. Stepby step through 
these centuries this idea was advancing, and 
gradually weakening the bonds between Church 
and State, until these bonds were snapped 
asunder when this idea was at first imper- 
fectly applied under the simple compact which 
was adopted by the first settlers at Providence 
for the management of their civil affairs, and 
then completely and triumphantly realized in 
the lifetime of its great advocate and defender 
under the charters which were subsequently 
granted to the colony of Khode Island. 

‘Roger Williams’’— 


says Professor Gervinus, in his introduction to 
the History of the Nineteenth Century 


“founded in 1636 a small, new society in Rhode 
Island, upon the principles of entire liberty of con- 
science, and the uncontrolled power of the majority 
in secular concerns. The theories of freedom in 
ehurch and state, taught in the schools of philos- 
ophy in Europe, were here brought into practice in 
thegovernmentofasmall community. It was prophe- 
sied that the democratic attempts to obtain univer- 
sal suffrage, a general elective franchise, annual 
parliaments, entire religious freedom, and the Mil- 
tonian right of schism, would be of short duration. 
3ut these institutions have not only maintained 
themselves here, _ put have. spread over the whole 
Union.” . ‘They have riven 
laws to one quarter of the au, and, dreaded for 
their moral influence, they standin the background 
of every democratic struggle in Europe.’ 


It is the practical application of great prin 
ciples in science, art, and politics to the affairs 
of life which excites the admiration and se- 
cures the gratitude of mankind. Fulton first 
applied steam as a motive power. Morse 
invented the mechanism by which the first 
electric dispatch was flashed from Washington 
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justly due the honor for the benefits which thes 
inventions have conferred upon the worid 
And in this sense Roger Williams stands for 
without a peer, or even a rival, as the firs! 
successfully to apply and realize this grand 
idea of soul liberty in the civil government o! 
a State, and for the accomplishment of this 
he is eminently entitled to the admiration and 
gratitule not only of the peop le of the State 
in which it was first applied, buat of the States 
and the national Government by which it has 
been recognized and adopted. 

But few men have suffered more to estab 
lish a great truth in the science of politics 
and no one with greater patience, trust, and 
fortitude. Like the Hollanders, he demanded 
liberty of conscience, and like their heroie 
prince ‘*he cared neither for words or men- 
aces in any matter where he could act witha 
clear conscience and without doing an injury 
to his neighbor.’ 

[ shall attempt no analysis of the writings 
of Roger Williams. They indicate the strength, 
grasp, and originality of his intellect, and:re 
dlect as a mirror the peculiar qualities of bi 
intellect and his heart. 

lhe leading events of his life point out the 
prominent traits of his character. He was 
what John Adams describes as the model of 
an American citizen in the Capitol of the 
nation, ‘of simp ile manners, pure morals, and 
true religion.” 

Phis beautiful statue, wrought with exquisi'e 
skill in spo less een is a tit emblem of th: 
purity of his life, and : Ithough in form and 
features purely the ideal cre: ition of the artist, 
is truthfully expressive of the noble qualities 
of his nature; bis generous and independent 
spirit; his courage; his love of liberty, justice 
and truth, and his unwavering devotion to 
principle. 

he State of Rhode Island has ereeted ov 
its soil no monument to the memory of Roger 
Williams. We need no monument there to 
remind us of his virtues and services he 
principle s which he there first appl hed can 
never be effaced from the memory of its people 
But afi er the lapse of nearly two centuries sine: 
his dust mingled with the soil which his foot- 
steps first consecrated to the freedom of the 
soul, the people of Rhode Island gladly and 
gratefully place in the national Capitol this 
beautiful statue, in the hope of keeping fresh 
in the memory of the present and future Citi 
zens of this great Ke publi ic the prince ip! es of 
civil and religious liberty which were lus 
trated in his lite, and which have leuotadi tie d 
his name, 

In presenting to the country the statues of 
Williams and Greene the State of Rhode Island 
has discharged its duty under this act of Cor 
ress. Let the other States follow. and this 
old Hall will become an historie gallery which 
will impress so indelibly upon the minds and 
hearts of the Representatives of the people in 
Congress and the citizens of the Republic who 
sball come up from all parts of the country to 
the Capitol of the nation, the great principles 
which underlie a free Government, aud the vir- 
tue and patriotism which are necessary to sus- 
tain and perpetuate it, that this Republie will 
continue to be through the centuries yet to 
come as it now is, and as it was intended by 
the fathers of the Republic that it should be, 
the light of the world in matters of civil gov 
ernment. 

I now move that the resolutions be con- 
curred in. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, I did not 
expect that this subject was to be presented to 


the House this morning, nor indeed at any 


time. [had no information from any person 
that this resolution was to be presented, nor 
do I think that any of my colleagues have had 
such information. Of course | most cordially 
concur in its purpose, which is the acceptance 
of the statue of Roger Williams, presented by 
the State of Rhode Island, and placing it in 


And to Fulton and Morse are || the former Hall of the House of Kepresenta 








( t | ld be unjust to myself, and I 

i the State that in part I represent, did 

In ke Orme en irks upon the historic al 

referenc vhich have fallen from the gentie- 
man . e Island, |Mr. Eames. } 

be | sition, the State of Rhode 

j imd is ¢ i to the credit of having been 

‘ j to ert the principle of universal 

is liberty as a foundation for civil gov 

nent, and | am glad that the remembrance 

entiment and the great historical fact 

nected with itis to be perpetuated—forever, 

n the artistic representation of this 

t us nan n enduring marble, The 

mienta renowned Commonwealth of Rhode 

island h t e country, as it honors itself, 

is generous act. Itis an illustration of 

f ( Lhat the he t principle of art is util 

it) lhere is a solemn satisfaction in the fact 

that it is made the occasion and the medium 

of uniling in re ind patriotic thought 

the earliest colonial icrifice and success with 

the emblems of national pre sperity aud power 

which now surround It curries us back in 

the first instance, in the stern visage of the 

soldier, to tl and triumphs of the Rev- 

ition, and hat of the preacher and pilgrim 


to th reate acriace and 


ne Pur an 


till greater suc- 


CSS fl he enduring beauties 
of th ilpiured marble are but anemblem of 
fidel ry, of patriotism; its purity, 
of Christian truth Nothing could be more 
hot ‘ e State,nothing more gratify- 
" ptable to the United States, than 
this ty e to the founder of that State. But 
there ave yme considerations which have been 
presented Line liscussion of this subject to 
which lL ask briefly the attention of the House. 


Lhe Puritans, exiles from England and found- 
r ‘ 


ersoftheState of Massachusetts, we reeminently 
practical men. Lhey were not instructed by 
vision [heir religion was neither the result 
of invention nor discovery. They rest« d upon | 


the interpre their 
spiritual u who for many centuries had 
led them, as they believed, in the path of 
divine ym and divine truth. It was not 
freedom from an established church that they 


sought 


ation of the divine word by 


achers 
Wis 


here, but an eseape from the religious 


heresies ofaty: 
Their view 


} 
a cnhuren, 


innical and odious Government. 

of government, as their ideas of 
rested upon authority and tradition 
as wellas upon theories of equality and jus- 
tice. ‘They believed that all which was neces- 


sary for man asa citizen or subject under the 
State, as well as his eternal salvation through 
the Church, could be secured to him and his 
children by adherence to the doctrines of his 
fathers. It was reform mainly that they de 


sired, rather than the total overthrow of the 
established institutions under which they had 
been reared: and it was 


denied them that 


because reform was 
they abandoned kindred and 
country for anew settlement in the new world, 
aud finally led to their spiritual freedom, and 
in the end to thelr political independenc e, 
lhey ideas of their 
duty, and they adbered to them unitedly and 
unfalteringly from the beginning to the end. 
The church was, in their view, the only safe 
foundation for their State. They had no con- 
ception of a State, nor had any considerable 
nuniber of men organized in the form of polit- 
ical society anywhere—any conception of a 
State that was not founded upon the Church. 
That was the theory and the law of the world. 
They made every church memberavoter. They 
gave libs rity to all people on all subjects, 80 
far as they deemed it consistent with the inter- 
ests and safety of the state. They relay ed the 
severity of their regulations as rapidly as ex- 


had distinet and clear 


periment and experience showed it was con 
sisteut with their satety. It was this that gave 
them enduring success. It was this that res- 
cued them from the lamentable failure which 
had accompanied all the attempts to establish 


free institutions which had preceded them. It 


is this which redeems their great names from || privileges to which they believed themselves | 
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daring experiments, had well-nigh satisfied 
themselves that public liberty was a moral and 
physical impossibility. The people of Massa- 
chusetts have steadily adhered to their wise 
and illustrious example, and itis owing to that 
fact that they have been able to perpetuate 
their principles of religious and civil liberty, 
until now they cover the continent, and have 
become the admiration and emulation of the 
greater part of the world. 

From the prominence of her position, from 
the fidelity, vigor, and courage with which she 
has defended her position and her principles, 
che has been throughout her history the ob- 
ject of aspersion and assault on the part of 
It was not unnatural it should 
be so, because she was and is a pioneer and 
propagandist of that which she esteemed to be 
right. She has been from the first a party to 
the principal controversies, civil and religious, 
which have agitated this continent, and al- 
ways, as we believe, for the largest liberty which 
she deemed consistent with the safety of free 
government. What I desire to say is in refer- 


her opponents. 
} 


| ence to the allusions here made to her history, 


and in making thisdeclaration I am aware that 
I am taking a very great risk, because I have 
not had an opportunity to verify and justify by 
authority my assertions, that the doctrine of 
religious, or, as it is called, ‘soul liberty,’’ was 
not brought in direct question during the 
controversy between Roger Williams with the 
people of the Massachusetts colony. When he 
left the colony of Massachusetts, in 1638. to 
found the State of Rhode Island, under the 
sentence of banishment, there had been by 
her or by him no question whatever of soul 
liberty or religious liberty propounded, as the 
foundation of their differences or disagreement. 
And, of course, entertaining this conviction, it 
would be unjust to myself, to my colleagues, 
and to the State which I in part represent, if 
I did not make this declaration hereand now. 

Sir, | give a hearty concurrence to every 
sentiment which has been announced by the 


| honorable and eloquent gentleman from Rhode 


| of Roger Williams. 


Island { Mr. Eames] in regard to the character 
He was one of the most 


| distinguished and eminent men of his time 


His career might well be the prized glory of 
any commonwealth or of any society, whether 
political or religious. His history stands forth 
before the world as unsurpassed by that of any 
other man of any other time. in so far as he 
has been the pioneer or the founder of great 
political and religiousdoctrines, which, through 
his exertions and those of his successors, 
have become established and venerated truths 
throughout our own and many other lands. 
When Roger Williams came tothe colony of 
Massachusetts, a year after its settlement, in 
1631, he was received with glad acclaim ty 
all the people of that colony. Knowing that 
he was on board the vessel that brought them 
provisions as well as friends, they were rejoiced 
with exceeding joy. A day which had been 


| appointed for a day of fasting and prayer was 


| of the days of thanksgiving 


changed to a day of thanksgiving, the first 
now annually 


| observed by the General Governmentas by all 


| the States of the Union. 


Mr. Williams was a 


| man of well-established reputation as ascholar, 


| cessors. 


an eloquent preacher, and a self-devoted and 
fervent Christian. He came amid the greatest 
depression which ever rested on the colony. 
There never was a darker period than that 
which immediately preceded the arrival of 
Roger Williams in Massachusetts, and there 
was no disagreement between him and them 
or the cause which he represented, and that in 


| which they believed, and which they endeav- 


ored to establish for themselves and their suc- 
Their government, as I have said, 
was one of a practical character. They had 
conceived, when in England, that the Church 
of England, had become corrupt and unjust to 
them in denying their liberty and the religious 


the list of those who, by different and more |! entitled. 
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| Leaving England they established thes. 
selves in Holland, where they enjoyed fj a 
time the rights of religious liberty which the, 
claimed ; and when the attention of the saath 
had been called to the English settlements ;. 
the New World they proposed to go tothe N,. 
World, because there they could estabig} 
greater perfection and greater freedom th,i, 
civil and religious theories, They made ¢), 
Church the foundation of their State. ‘They ¢ 
not reject, as the honorable gentleman ts 
thode Island has already said, the Churel «: 
England, but they hoped to reform its er, 
and practices. Nor did they repudiate 4) 
Government of England. They erived the 
charter and the titles to their lands from jj 
Government, and they traced to her rulers 4) 
| that they regarded as important and necessary 
to them in the foundation of their strugoling 
'colony. Mr. Williams differed with them j, 
regard to their government on many import 
ant points. In the first instance he denied 
their title to their land. They claimed to 
obtain their title from the kjng of England, 
He declared, and he maintained his decla;. 
ation persistently and ably, that the k ng of 
England had no power to give to the col. 
onies a title to the land, and that there could 
| be no valid title or just title that was not 
derived from or at least consented to by the 
Indians. Of course the Puritans, who held 
their land titles from the Crown of England, 
could not admit the denial of that title which 
was made in this public manner, and which, 
if admitted, would unsetile, not only the righta 
of the State, but the rights of individuals who 
held from the State. 

There is nothing more likely to unsettle and 
destroy a State than the denial of its legitimate 
authority, and the invalidation of its title to 
the homes, lands, and property of its people 

Mr. Williams also opposed vehemently the 
custom then established of a conference be- 
tween the ministers who had been ordained in 
the different settlements in the colony. It was 
| a foretaste, he thought, of an ecclesiasticy! 
hierarchy, and he denounced it. He held tha 
their church was not one with which Christians 
| could communicate. inasmuch as it received iis 
authority from the Church of England, which 
he condemned. He thus assailed the very 
foundation of the State by denying the authen- 
ticity or Christian character of their church. 
They, of course, were compelled to resist him, 
He went so far as to say that in Christian 
assemblies the women should be veiled, which 
was less agreeable tothe Puritans than it would 
now be to their descendants, the Yankees 
| Such doctrines could not be acceptable by 
people of that State, or, at any rate, not by 
the descendants of the Pilgrims who remaia 
there. [Laughter.] 

He refused to join the congregation at Bos: 
ton because they would not make public dee: 
laration of repentance for having communion 
with the churches of England while the colo 
| nists were living in England. He held that 

magistrates could not punish a breach of the 
| Sabbath. He dared not, as he said, officiate, to 

unseparated churches, as he found them to be 

upon examination and conference. He denied 
| the right of magistrates to punish idolatry, per 
jury, blasphemy or Sabbath-breaking. _1t was 
believed that by his teachings he had led some 
of the colonists to cut the red cross from the 
flag of the colony, which, if it had been sus- 
tained, would have involved the question of 
their independence of the mother country, for 
which, of course, the colonists were not then 
ready. After he had publicly recanted his 
denial of the title of the colonists to their lands, 
it was alleged that he had broken his promise 
by again publicly teaching against the kings 
patent, and the great sin of their claiming righ! 
thereby to this country, which belonged of right 
| to the Indians. He was charged with denying 
the right of the colony to administer an oa'h to 
any unregenerate or unconverted person which 
|| had especial political significance, because the 
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-eman’s oath and the President's oath had 
reeme ‘ > 
ire prescribed for all persons as @ measure 


peel 


- <conring the allegiance of the people to the 
svony if necessary in opposition to the king. 
When the general court thought proper to 
—faee to the people of Salem a grant of land, 
‘. Williams caused his church to write to | 


\ 
au 


other churches to admonish the magistrates 

i he representatives that this denial was a 
He proposed to his own church 
+, renounce all communication with other 
‘hareves of the colony, and he ceased to com- 
Se with bis own church because they re- 


and 


he yous Sil. 


mu 


¢ ced his advice, and he refused to join his wife | 
prayers or in grace at table because she 


ah 


dhered to the chureh; and he had, as the 
Pijorims said, ** many ways of his own’’ which 


‘dicated @ disposition to exercise the largest | 


berly. 
Tt was such acts as these that led to his 
banishmet t. 
were satished that Mr. Williams and their con: 
ctituents could not live together. ‘They there- 
fore ordered him to depart out of the juris- 
diction, because he bad broached new and 


dangerous opinions against the authority of 


macistrates; had written letters of defamation | 


aoa ust the magistrates and the churches. 
“Other men had been sent from the colony 
ause their presence was found inconvenient 
and dangerous by the colonists, who claimed 
that they had a right to choose their own 
-and who had come from England 
to America for that purpose. Mr. Williams 
was of that class. He had not even taken the 
oath which admitted him to the franchise of a 
freeman 
land which had been purchased by the colo- 
nists for publie objects, their tile being denied 
by him even while he occupied it. There 


c mp iny 


were no dogmas as to the liberty of conscience | 


between Mr. Williams and those who dismissed 
him. He was not a heretic while in Massa- 
chusetts, and we understand he had not while 
there developed his theory of the rights of 
conscience. 
reluted to political mghts and the administra- 
tion of the Government. The charges against 
him were of civil turbulence, proceedings hos- 


tile to the authority of magistrates, and defama- | 


t 
tion of magistrates and churches. 

| am not disposed to asperse in 
the character of Mr. Williams on 
these diflerences of opinion. 
the historical truth. 


any degree 
account of 
| want to get at 
Mr. Williams was un- 


quesiionably to the Pilgrims a troublesome | 


wan. | hope there will be no exception taken 
by any of my colleagues, if I say that there 
ere sill a few more of that sort left in that 
State. [Laughter.] Upon these questions of 
division which arose between Mr. Williams 
and the colonists, there were no better friends 
of Mr. Williams than the different Governors 
of Massachusetts colony, but there were none 
that approved his conduct, not one. There 
was no question of religious liberty or what is 
now called soul liberty. It was a question of 
practical business affairs under the Churchand 
under the State government which they had 
organized and formed upon the Church. 

It will be seen now that if the colonists, in 
the time preceding the organization of the 
colony of Khode Island, had declared that 
they held their title to land independent of the 
crown of England, by whose authority and tin- 
der whose power they were, as Mr. Williams 
himself long afterward admitted, they would 
have been taking away from themselves the 
very foundation of the State which they had 
planted and which they hoped to perpetuate. 
And if they bad denied the authority of the 
Church of England, against whose practices 
they protested, yet under whose authority their 


ministers had been ordained, they would have | 


taken from the Church itself, which was the 
foundation of their State, the very authority 
which they had recognized by that ordination. 
‘occurred not only once but I believe many 
times, that they themselves, the church-mem- 


The magistrates and deputies | 


He had resided, by sufferance, upon | 


The questions which he raised || 
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| ing their own hands on the head of the man 
| they had chosen as a minister. But they did 
it, reserving at the same time a tull recogni- 
tion of the authority of the Churchof England, 
even where they were brought in question upon 
the matter of ordination against the practices 
|| and laws of the Church of England. 
For instance, the Church of Engiand requires 
| that every minister shall be ordained by the 
regularly appointed officers of the churchthem- 
selves, and when the Puritans were deprived 
of this authority, and the citizens themselves 
were obliged to ordain a minister by laying 
| their own unconsecrated hands upon his head, 
and thus making him a piliar of the church, 
they did it from necessity, at the same time 
| recognizing the authority of the Church of Eug- 
land. And so far this was in entire accordance 
with the history of the Puritaus from the be- 
ginning of their career. Many prisoners who 
pined for years in the dungeons of England, 
| raised from the vaulted walis of their prisons 
prayers to Almighty God for the preservation 
and protection of queen Elizabeth, and the 
success of her administration, when it was by 
her order that they were incarcerated. This 
\| was because they identified the success of the 
queen with the triumph of their reliyion. 

The honorable gentleman from Rhode 
Island has eloquently said that when the Pil- 
| grims came to this country they did not repu- 

diate the Church of England. And it is true. 
| Some of the sternest Puritans took their chil 
| dren to thestern of the vessel which bore them 
from theirhomes, and as the cliffs of England 
were »,eceding from their view called God to 
witness that they did not protest against Eng 
land or the Church of England, but only against 
| their corruptions and crimes 
Now, sir, Mr. Williams objected to the policy 
of Massachusetts upon the points to which | 
have referred. If his views had been accepted 
by the colonists of Massachusetts they would 
have deprived themselves of the support of 
the English Government and subjected them- 
| selves to the chauce of the forfeiture of their 
charter and their lands; they would have 
| deprived themselves of their connection with 
that church to whose authority they appealed 
as # justification for all their history; and | 
this they were not prepared to do. 

But at last there came the declaratiou on the 
part of Mr. Williams, that inasmuch as the 
Churches of the colonists had not been separ- 
ated from the Church of England, they were, 
| in consequence of this unseparation, an antt- 
Christian community with which no Christian 
could be expected to associate. It was this 
| question that brought about the issue with Wil- 
hams and his sentence of banishment, to which 
reference has been made, and which led to the 
foundation of the colony of Rhode Island 
| Several years after the establishment of that 
colony, when her own citizens raised questions 
which were necessarily to be settled by the Gov- 
| ernment of Great Britain, and when Roger 
Williams, having been sent to England by the 


! 
| 


| bers, ar citizens as they were, ordained by lay- | 
j 
| 


| that colony, came back bearing letters from 
| Sir Henry Vane, and many of the friends ot 
| American colonies then in high power in Eng- 
| land, asking the Massachusetts authorities to 
receive Williams upon his return, and on his 
way to his own colony of Rhode Island, the 
colonists of Massachusetts, notwithstanding 


and as a man; notwithstanding they acknowl 
edged his great services in his intercourse with 
the Indians, they declared solemnly in council 
that so long as he persisted in his dangerous doc 
trines that the unseparated churches of Massa- 

| chusetts were antichristian in their character 
|! and not to be respected by Christians, they 
| could not accord to him that favor which had 
|| been requested by their friends in England. 

|| After eight or nine years of such dissensions | 


and controversies, in which, so far as I know, ] of that great declaration. 


no question was made of his exercise of the 


people of Rhode Island to gain a charter for | 


they recognized his great claims as a Christian 
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largest religious liberty or the rights of con- 
science, or that which is called * soul liberty,”’ 
Roger Williams was sent out into the wilder- 
ness, as has been said, without well knowing 
where he was to go. He left the Massachu- 
setts colony without any expectation of found- 
ing a State. He has so declared himself. Not 
expecting to found a State, he did not intend 
when he left the colony of Massachusetts to 
plant as the corner-stone of that State the 
principle of religious toleration or religious 
liberty. 

We are told that suffering is the parent of 
all wisdom; that— 


‘* Poets learn in suffering what they teach in song.” 


It is not impossible that the sufferings of 
Mr. Williams during his wanderings for many 
months in the wilderness, where he was with- 


/ out bed, and often without bread, may have 


inspired him with new sentiments and new 
thoughts concerning the duties of men to them- 
selves, tosociety, andto God. Itis conceded, 
certainly on my part, and I doubt not by every 
other citizen of Massachusetts, that when they 
made that compact which has been read to us, 
and of which he was probably the author, they 
did plant the foundation of a State recognizing 


| for the first time in the history of man the princi- 


ple of religious liberty as the foundation of a 
State. But wedo not understand that principle 


| had been rejected by Massachusetts in its con- 


troversy with Mr. Williams; neither had itbeen 
denied as the right of individuals to hold what 
faith they pleased. That fact. I think, will be 
substantiated by the history of the time. And 
what more could any one have demanded who 
did not aspire to make his own views the basis 
of the government and bis friends its rulers? 
Neither is it clear that Rhode Island had 
gove further than this in the imperishable com 

pact which became the basis of Rhode Island 
liberty. It was indeed an immortal record, It 
was a recognition of the freshest, purest, sim- 
plest democracy. It was a compact for body 
and soul liberty. It was then undoubtedly 
without parallel in the history of States. It 
secured rights never vouchsated to 
man by the founders of political society. It 
subjected its membersto obedience to the gov- 
ernment ‘only incivil things.’’ But for whom 
was this exalted reservation? I°or themselves 
only, and such others whom they should admit 
into the same. It was not a government for 
allcomers. Like the colonists of Massachu- 
setts, the people of the State of Rhode Island 
hoped to maintain their government ouly by 
keeping it in the hands of those who held a 
common faithand common interests. 

Mr. Speaker, I should not have referred to 
these subjects had [not understood the honor- 
able gentleman from Rhode Island to say that 
the rights of conscience and of religious liberty 

| were the sole cause of the dissension between 
the people of Massachusetts and the founder 
| of the State he represents. 
Now, sir, | know in this hasty manner I am 
| assuming a great hazard in making this dee- 
| laration, but I want to say for the State of 
Massachusetts and for her founders, as well 
{as for those who cherish her principles and 
respect and love her character, that the ques- 
tion of religious liberty and the exercise of 
the rights of conscience was not made between 
her citizens or her government and Mr. Wil 
liams; but, on the contrary, it had reference to 
those matters of practical government the 
recognition of which on her part would have 
_imperiled the government she founded. I 
accord, without reservation, my respect for 
the doctrines eloquently advocated by the gen- 
tleman from Rhode Island. 

I believe, sir, as I have already said, that 
Rhode Island is entitled to the high credit of 
having been the first State to recognize the 
principle of religious liberty in the organization 
of that State, and Mr. Williams was the author 

But the geotleman 
himself will remember that Mr. Williams wae 


be ore 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


oe 


ee ct eee) 





met Phen ty 
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of this 


license 


f Roger Williams, but his connection 


erer 
ae. sho Puritans of Massachusetts. I can 
W I 

-d very freely to the gentleman from Mas- 
~seetts almost everything that he asks in 


» behalf in the position he has taken; and 
oe ture to assert that if the gentleman will 
remarks which | have made upon this 
neeasion he will not be able to find the 
est charge made against them in any 
vith the single exception that I have seen 

say, very modestly indeed, that there 
was a difference in opinion between Roger 
Williams and the Puritans. 

Mr. BANKS. On this question? 

Mr. EAMES. That there was a difference 
- oninion between Roger Williams and the 
p rritans upon questions relating to the civil 
. nd ebureh polity adopted by the Puritans 

1d I repeat it, and I cite the authority of the 
- yrian of f the United States, Mr. Bancroft, 
h inguished citizen of Massachu- 
setts. in this matter, and the 
soneclusion to which he comes as to the con- 
troversies which there were in Massachusetts 
hetween Roger Williams and the Puritans dur 
ing the short time he remained on the soil of 
Massachusetts. I speak from facts, authenti- 
eated by history, on this matter, and if the hon- 
orable ae who has seen fit to contro 
rt the statement I made will be kind cia 
to eX: mine the chapter of Bancroft on ‘* soul 
liber ’ he will find, | think, that I have notin 
way exaggerated in any statement I have 
ventured to submit. 

| know there were other differences of opin- 
ion between Roger Williams and the Puritans. 





So 





dist 


relation to 


himself a 





[ know that he held that the natives were 
God's tenants of the soil, and that it was only 


by title from them that any man had a right 
lawfully to tread upon the soil either of Mas- 
* Rhode Island. IJ know that, but 
t was no more than was recognized and acted 

mm by the people of Massachusetts ; for 
ilihough they had their title from the crown 
sf England and claimed from the patents given 
by the Government of [ngland, they did not 

actice re cognize the idea that 
this g gave them a pee et title to the soil which 
they were occupying. Roger Williams and the 
per iple of Rhode ile 1, recognizing a title in 
the Indians, purchased from them in order that 
they might have not only a legal but a moral 
right to tread on the soil to which they had fled 
on account of the persecutions to which they 
had been subjected. 

I think, sir, what I have said in substance 
has been this: that there were differences of 
opinion between these parties ; shia these opin- 
ions were in confliet with each other; that one 
or the other must yield in aie t 
diffi ; that Williams stooa alone in bi 
place, at - that the mag is trates and ministers 
her hand, were united. The enatie- .- 

from Massachusetts [Mr. Banks | 
ced s the point that so tar as the government 

f Massachusetts was concerned it was a union 
of Church and State. And all I have asserted 
is, that the greal idea which Roger Williams 
asseried and maintained, and the main thing 
to which he devoted his life, was to snap asun- 
der the bond whic isted between Church 
and State. 1 am perfectly willing, sir, to 
sent to everything which the learned gentieman 
from M: uSSac huse tts { Mr. Banks] has said ia 
praise of the Puritans. I| entirely agree with 
him in his remarks on that subject But they 
settled the coleny ot Massachusetts on a cer- 
tain principle, and that principle was that the 
Church and State should be united. And it 
was there they came in conflict with Wiiliams, 
because Williams believed that the Church and 
State should be absolutely separate; and it was 
by reason of the conflict arising out of this 
and other questions on which they disagreed 
that Williams was, as I stated, expelled from 
Massachusetts. It was utterly impossible for 
Roger Williams, with the views he entertained, 
and for the people of Massachusetts under 


setts oO! 


themselves in pri 






) those 


rences 


on the ot 


man econ- 


} } 
lh @XIS 


as- 


their laws and inaccordance with their church || State of Rhode Island 
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polity, to agree. And it was because their 


ideas were thus in conflict and could not be 
reconciled, that Roger Williams was banished 
from Massachusetts. It was because there 
was this difference between them in relation 
to the question of the union of Church and 
State. hat was the main qnestion, in rela 
tion to which there was a dilferenee betwee) 


them, and 


( matters 
out of it | 


arose ine dentally 
itleman will find, 
examining the matter from begin- 
ning to what underlay the 


dithic aim setup in Massachusetts 


ther 
t 


link the 


rel 
alter whol 
that 


litv Was the ¢ 


end, whole 


to a union between the Church and the State, 
and the desire on the part of Williams that 
there should be a separation between the 
two. And that was the principal reason why 
he was banished from the colony, as I say 
of necess y; becat his prince) les were in 


regard 
Massa- 


both in 
the colony of 


conflict with the principles, 
to Church and State, of 
chusetts. 

Mr. HOAR. 
to make a single suggestion? 

Mr. KAMEs. Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. | would ask 
whether it is not an 
Roger Williams had 
Rhode Island, he 
John Winthrop. 


is, should be 


Will the gentleman allow me 


the gentieman 
historical fact that after 
founded the colony of 
himself desired that Mr. 


the Governor of Massachu- 


se appointed Governor or dep 
uty president of bis colony of Rhode Island, 
thereby recognizing his own great respect 


and friendliness to the head of the 
Government which had banished him? 

Mr. EAMES. I cannot answer the gentleman 
positi vely as to the } historical fact in regard to 
the request alluded to. But [ can say this, 
that undoubtedly, i¢ his whole lite, Wil 


liams entertained t rnor Winthrop the 
veneration and 


very 


— 
- (yoOver! 
highest respect, as also for 


= 


Ninh bit 


Governor Winslow, of Plymouth co 


not den 


my 


y these 


self [Mr. Banks] has stated that it was simanie 
an error of judgment on their part. That i: 
all I have undertaken to claim here. It was 
simply an error of judgment on their part. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts | Mr. BANKS | 


did not int 

at was wrong at all in this 
undertake to say that they did. 
trary, | believe that 
in the course they purs 
the course he pursued, 


argu s that they nd to do anything 
matter. Ido not 
On the con 
they were as conscientious 
ued as Wi 


illiams was in 
i only asserted, and | 


reassert it, that the grand reason which under 
lay all the difficulties between Williams and 
the Puritans was that there was this difference 


‘ 


union between Church 
his leaving 
nd he eould 


between them us »the 
and State, and that the 


ichusetts was because they a 


reason of 
Mass: 
- Upon that question. 
NKS. [Lh 
marks of the hon 


man from Rhode Island, [ Mr. KAY 


not ngree 
Mr. BA 


. tened with great atten 
tion to the re 


rable vent 


,| and | 


ie 
it 


distinetiy understood this to be his deelara 
tion: that Roger Williams left Massachusetts 
under the sentence of banishment, hecausi 
he differed with them upon the question of 
religious liberty, or the rights of conscience 


or sou! liberi. Now, I rise te 


was no questic nas to his exercise of these 
rights between Roger Williams and the Puri- 
tan fathers; the question that he raised 
tained to the political affairs of the Govern- 
ment. 

i have not examined Mr. Bancroft. If I 
had expected to have uttered a word, or ex- 
pressed an opinion upon this subject, I would 
have examined his work. But | venture to 
sav that the historical records of that peri od, 
including Mr. Bancroft himself, (for if hi 
omits it his history is unfaithful upon tha 
point.) wiil substantiate me in the dec aration 
that the principle of religious liberty, of soul 
liberty of the rights of conscience above the 


State, announced and established by Roger 
Williams, and Ww hich we concede makes not 
only the foundation, but the high honor of the 
was announced by him 
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as the only foundation for a State after he left 


Massachusetts. The declaration stands as the 
cap stone of the temple of liberty, for reli- 
gious liberty is the cap-stone, not the corner- 
stone, in that great te mple. The corner-stone 
wus planted - the founders of Massachusetts, 


the Pilgrim fathers, in the principles which 
they latd down as the foundation of that colony. 

Now. the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
Eames] states that the difference of opinion 
between Mr. Williams and the colonial author 
ities was concerning th » union of the Chureh 
and that I have 50 conceded in the 
have made to-day. Sir, he 
misunderstands me, and | believe he 


and St ite, 
remarks | 


certainly 


here 


misunderstands the history of this case. Roger 
Williams did not oppose the union of Chureh 
and State. My impression is that it will be 


ound that he never pronounced against the 
Church as the foundation of the State in his 
coutroversy with the authorities of Massachu 
What did was to deelare that an 
unseparated church; that is, a church that had 
not separated itself absolutely and forever from 


setts 


the Church of England, was not a church 
which he ecouid, as a Christian, or which 
Christians should recognize. That was the 


p int, lt was not inthat Massachusetts there 
should be no Chureh 
and State, but that there should be no union 
between the Church of England and the colo 
nies planted in this country. He, hi: 
recognized both the authority of the Church 
of England and the authority of the Crown of 
the British empire, after he had established 
the State of Rhode Island, when he was sent 
by its people as their representative to obtuin 
a charter tor them. 

The gentleman has said that Massachusetts 
recognized the right of the Indians to the 
land by their acts, and even the claims of the 
native occupants of that land. Not in the 
sense in the gentleman speaks. ‘They 
believed their title tobe a foot d and valid title ; 
they administered upon that title 
of jusuice, and they recogniz dit in their ordin- 
a title derived from the Crown of 
alone; but they found the Indians 
occupying the land; they had either to fight 
and destroy them or to buy a peace with them. 
Like wise men, as they were, they chose, in thie 
first instance and as far as they could, to buy a 
peace with the original occupants of the land. 
But when they could no longer do that, they 
took up their arms in battle and fought for 
their possessions and for their liberty, as they 
have done in other cases. It was not, as the 
gentleman said, that they rei 
Williams claimed, that Great 
authority to grant them title to 

Mr. EAMES. 

BANKS. 


to so assert. 


connection between 


nself, 


which 
in their courte 


neces as 


1 ~ 
Kngland 


“ognized, as Mr 
Britain had no 
those lands 
I did not say that 
I understood the 


gentleman 


Mr. EAMES. Not that Great Britain had 
no authority to do that. They claimed a title 
from the British Crown. but thev afterward 


claimed a title from the Indians. Is it not the 
fact that they claimed a title from the Indians? 
Mr. B ANKs. They made with the 
Indians by treaties with them, and some indi 
vidual settlers purchased lands from the In 
dians. But in the limits of the colony of Mas 
husetts they did not recognize that the 
held their title from the consent of the Indian 
but from the Crown of Great Britain. 
the fundamental point of difference 


peace 


Sac 
That was 


between 


them and Mr. Williams. You deny a Yankee’s 
title to his land and you will have trouble, n« 
matter from whom he claims to hold the title. 
[ Lua r. | 

| regret that I have been led tosay so much 
upon this subject. But I believe that the 
declarations | Ah we made will be sustained by 


while we 
minence of the State of 


makes a peop 


the prea il records: for. st, 
concede fully the e 


Kibode Island in all that e wise, 


prosperous, and free, we cannot admit ae 
the basis of that honor reflection upon the 


character of the settlers of Massachusetts 











not in C 

» be histori truth 

OX Mr. Spe er, Iam reluctantto 

i} nese lunereai ¢ emonies enacted 

‘ ed yea L r th pul il of kt rer 

3; but, after what we have heard on 

connected with esthetics, history, re 
liga us toleration, and °° yul hiber , a | unde 
take to say that Roger Williams will never 
suffer by discussion in this Llouse from the 
State of Massachusetts, or in th 3 age of en- 
lightenment. 

We are all, Mr. Spi iker, under obligation 
to Roger Williams, th pughi ib ¢ xtend back 
nearly two centurie l a ushamed to ty 
that the State of Khode Island, where I was 
educated, has never yet « ted a monument 
to his memory, or even ‘covered the place 
of his sepulture It does not much matter, a 
his il is not located Some one has said 
that an pli seed piants { n the ground 

truck into his skull, and has produced fruit. 
It has so, for many generations. Under the 
shadow of that apple-tree, men can sit down 
na under the old vine and fig-tree of the Scrip 
tures, With none to m ( I LiKe ia, 8O 
far as God and religious « nection are con 
‘ rie | 

Mi Speaker, Roger Wil 3 came to 
Rhods ] 4 d drive n tar NH ¢ WoOOUs Lis 
landed on the rock called What-Cheer.”’ I 
lave Ollen st d pon tha ro ke.” lle Vis 
rece | DY Lud 5S W i kindly welcome. 
lence the name oft rot lle was a tru 
u od, 1d tole int ( in gentleman. i hie 
colony « i sacl ch cast him out, 
could ) i rec il at that t } 

! ne Ir. Banerot Ves 
him an 4 f the here i 
oul 

Li r VV ‘ vild 
hae Vel iy rf i i iter t } j 
been exorcised, as a bad hy that puri 

inical « i it » lauded I iv at his 
( pense Lhe sal 1 left Kngland 
lo ese i we u i It male in 
true | or oO ¢ i pio mn of 
th y at P Lans Ol | bod, LIKE Pym, 
Lian i V und ¢ hd wof “lea 
Lheir count I their « vood 

Nor did P ' » this country, 
as has been said, to | their mother Church 
of England. Without leaving thetr church at 
ull they went to Holland. ‘There they became 
29 troublesome and pestiferou hat the Duteh 

hipped them to some unknown country. It 
was shrewdly suspected and 1s ¢ nerally be 
heved a it was intended to landt hem onthe 
ind which | have the honor, in part, t yrep 
resent; but by some dispensation of Pros 
dence, or a trade or bribe with the skipper 


they did not land there, it Plymouth. 

lhe Puritans made a system of go 
ch praised. But 
it d 


of democratic, 
} 


ernment 
,as [ could 
yntain one ele- 


which has been m 
i 


how from history, es not « 






religious, or civil liberty. 
itstruck downthe capital thoughtofeivil liberty. 
it throttled Roger Williams by exiling soul lit 

erty. This is proved by the elegant ar nd truth- 
peech of the gentleman from Khode Island. 
All history contirms it. My reason for voting 
thi Rhode Island is 
that Roger Williams was the champion of that 
which was then too great and generous for Mas- 
sachusetts to ac rept, but which the Ameri ican 


‘ 
PALeTEn 


to receive statue from 


Republicin 1787—ay, all nations now—includ- 
ing Spain and Italy, receive as the organic 


law of the relation between Godand His crea- 





tures. 

in America we t t] t illustrations 
of religious libs Lord Ba nore via ited 
it in Maryland, ¢ r Williams, almost con 
temporary, tilustrated it thode Island. 
Butifyou wall arch history for truth, you will 


tind that these 
iunded, when they were about to come to this 
ry went to King an as applied fora 
ebharter, that they wamed to 


rship God 


80 prodig aliyv 


Jame 
They told him 
Be to ano ber land to 


cotntl 


THE CONGRES) 


|; corpus which you have 


catch fish.’’ The gentlem: an from 


Massachusetts, [ Mr. Burier,] just before me, 
will see the propriety of his k pi iy up that 
record. Laughter.] King James said in 
reply: ‘Bore God! All right! Go and wor- 
ship God and catch fish; for cate al ng fish 
is the apostles’ own calling. { Laughter. ] 
lhe Puritans, therefore, came to this coun- 
try with an eye ulway pward to God, and 

vith an cye somewhat d woward Pe a bite. 
Flas gi er. | 

But Mir Sp tker, I did not expect to par- 
ticipate in thisdebate. I had no right perhaps 
to enter into the ¢ u ion, except for this one 
reason: I belong to the little State of Rhode 
Island. Perhaps, by my , 1 belong to that 
little State which Major Noah once said he 


, and which I 
yresenta- 


could put in his bree 
believe 1S entitled 


hes pocket 


aimost to one re; 


tive under the re it apportionment -"* two 

ome gentleman say hall be satistied with 
ore Roger Williams! B it whether one or 
two, she is a sovereign State; and most sov- 


Roger Williams! 
ir, to love Khode Island ; 


erelgn in the ideas of 


ason, 


have reason to revere the memory of Koger 
William -not becau he was 4 Baptist, or 
that | am particularly fond of water. [{ Laugh- 
ter.] Lam especially a friend of Rhode Island 


because, as a boy, I was en awn thither to her 


idl liberal colle ge , Brown U hive rsity, 


' 
splendida 
} 


and to the grand presence of that truly noble 
man, a fit successor of Roger Williams, Dr. 
Wayland. tle was the demi-god of our era. 
Under his tuition [ spent the happiest of my 
days. ‘lhe chief delight of my life is that ] 
was educated by his great and generous soul; 
and in a eollege, the first clausein the charter 
of which was tha iere should be perfect re- 
gious | y to Protestant and Catholie, to 
Jow and ( tile, Lo paynim and infidel—all 
Liles 

Lhis is the dist ishing characteristic of 
Rhode Island. he prine iple of religious lib- 


erty, or as Loger Williams himself called it, of 
‘soul lib ty,’ illustrated in the charter of 
the college of Lihode Island. In Massachu- 
etts they made their laws to conform to the 
law of God; but the Puritan people and the 
Puritan Church were the Aarons always to 
interpret those lawe., Like the Ulemats of 


the Turkish constitution, if called upon by the 
titution; if they did 
rpret the tution according to the 
idea of the Sultan, they were to be pounded to 
death in a mor { Laughter. | 


Sultan to interpret the cons 


not rote const 


Lar. 


Che Puritan adopted a similar mode. Iam 
sure there has been improvement in recent 
times. There hasbeen at advance in Massa 


toger Williams went into the 

[have seen the day, and Iam not 
a Baptist, an Episcopalian, a Sepa- 
a Desenter, would have stood 
being hung, if not in Washington, 
on Boston Ci jlaughter;] but I do not 
believe at y that any man in this House 
would wish to revive the relentless, terrible, 
and horrible agonies through which the better 
men of our e¢ passed two hundred years 
ago. We have passed all that; no thanks to 
the Puritan. There is to be no more tearing 


chusetts since | 
wilderne 
old, when 
ratist, Quaker, or 
in fear of 
mmon, 
this da 


ionules 






| out of Quaker tongues, no more death of sup- 


posititious witches, no exile of Baptists. We 
have fixed it as a part of the Constitution, not 
religious liberty for this one or that one, but 
complete religious or ‘*soul liberty,’’ for all, 
not the mere toleration; not the writ of habeas 
eee abrogated, 
not the liberty of print, speech, locomotion, or 
life, but the liberty in which each and every 
man exults, as a sentient being, when untram- 
melted, he lifts h yu on prayer to his Maker 
and his God. Lheret - welcome thi ethigy 
) the C; vit lt is a pro 


of Roger Willian 

test against te ener [tis an 
everlasting symbol of religious liberty, as fixed 
in titution, by the practice and ex- 
ample of Roger Wiilisms aud Rhode Island. 
Let his in r reproduce in the 


ol. 


iInlolerance 


ir Conus 


form marble eve 
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January |] 
- ’ 


mind the generous, logical, and noble +. 
of his life of saerifice and devotion. ' 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts | 


3. | 
tened with great pleasure, Mr. 


very able, well } 
’ 


Ope 


mut, and eulogistic ad 


vhode Is 
l agree with every y 


oue 


the honorable gentleman from | 
[Mr. lames. } 
he said 
of his d 


of the foren ho See 


in praise ot nos 
ay, and | am glad that 


while 
ane has not preserved a lineament 9; 
face, or any correct efligy of his form, or ¢, 


the sia of the spot, in a State smal] e; 
to find it, his grave is, that at thi 
day her people have placed a statue here 
monut nent to the pre actical founder of rel 
liberty. I had thought, Mr. Speaker 
not well to controvert anything y 
seemed not to do justice to Massa 
looked upon it as a finished oration, as 

of funeral eulogium, in which it is always, 
mitted to say all possible good abouit! 
even at the expense of other dead, or th 
ing, if not too unjust pert aps; and, therefor, 
I saw no sufficicnt reason why [ should jntoy. 


fere, although in that I may 


where 


even 


chusett 


have been yn 
taken. 
But the remarks my colleagy ie felt hime lf 
called on to make, which have bri ught the 
early founders of Massachusetts some what jy 
prominence before the House, aud what 
fallen since from the gentleman from New \ 
[| Mr. Cox] as to them, seem to demand ay 
of explanation of the Puritan character, w! 
lam certain, the gentleman from New Y, rk 
neither understands nor appre chat es. 


aS 


lrue it is, sir, the Pilgrims left Kn tla und | 
Holland because they could not wi shi 1 G 
according to the Metiteoal their conscienc: 


in their English homes. ‘They went to Hol 
land where they had full liberty of conscie: 
full right to worship God in the form th 
sired, but where they did not remain, for the 
reason that they could have no control in 
teaching and bringing up their young men and 
young maidens in their father 3’ faith : where 
heresies of all descriptions were, in their view, 
undermining the true practices of the word of 
God. And for that reason they did—what? 
They sought a new world. Fer what purpos 
For the purpose of founding a Chareh whic! 
itself should be a State, which looked to but 
one ruler, looked to but one superior, look 
to but one head, and that the Lord in heave 
and looked to but one law and but one guide 
and that His holy Word. As the gent] 
from New York has said, tiey hired a ca] 
to land them, where [ suppose they intended 
to land, on the islandof Manhattan, or some- 
where in what is now the State of New York, 
which he failed to do. And, Mr. Speaker, 
may we not pause a moment to contemplate 
what would have been the change in that island 
if they had landed there? {Laughter.}] May 
not we of Massachusetts, fishermen as we are, 
some of us—tfollowers of St. Peter, at an 
humble distance, as we are—may we not p 

to Massachusetts, on the one side, 
men of a Puritan Commonwealth, and to the 
island of Manhattan, on the other, as a Com 
monwealth that I have no words of characte: 
ization ? 

Now, sir, when our Pilgrim fathers can 
Plymouth for this high and noble purpose what 
They gave up the retiued society 
of the Old World; nay, more, all the comforts 
of civilization and delights of home and pleas 
ures of country. Forwhat? For conscience 
sake. Why? Because they believed in their 
souls that their religious teachings and doc 
trines were right and all others 
They came to a wilderness and endured cvery 
privation, even the horrors of starvat ion; they 
risked the attacks of a savage, 
foe, extending over the continent ; 
countered all the horrors of climate, si 
und death itself, for the purpose of founding 
commonwealth in which they could worship 
(rod as they believed was His will according te 
His word. ‘Thus they founded religious liberty 
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8 in this sense only, that they interpreted the | view of the Puritan characte rupou the House, Mr. HOAR. Leall 


for the yeas and nays 
tures ac cording to private judgment, and || that believing they were right, 











Scrip believing they | on agreeing to this amendment. 
not according to the dogma of any church; | were G od’ 8 chosen people, and acting upon lhe yeas and nays were ordered. 
{ - | they asked no man to come to their New that belief, giving up eve rvthing ‘th to The ques ion was taken; and it was decided 
an c 
re World with them who did not believe as they || substantiate and enjoy that belie! prac: | in the negative—yeas 78, nays 113, not voting — - 
Islay | 1 at d they re q. uired no man to stay the re tical good Sense, with clearness ment, $i) is follows: 
nies, believing as they did, he chose so to |) and with sternness of } irpose upont ‘hef, ¥LAS—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Archer, Arthur, 
St me es I hoy aes per! ‘led everything except their they founded their State, and dealt with every 2 ck, Bell, Diggs. | Bird. James G, Blair, Braxt 
10. ; : : _ i. right, Carroll,Comingo,Conner,Cox.Crebs, Crit , 
iil ie’ salvation to get a place even in the body else that interfered with them as their Pentel nd Sharia Dox, Du Bos Deke I id id 
oO! . wilderness, whe re the yy might have the Oppor- conscit nees and ror ad judgments dictated: Kiy, H Sry D. Foster, Garr t, Geta, i ambiet a 
i nity, in the fear of God, “of werking out that | and when in after times we see the fruits ot ane Handley, Hanks, Harper, John T. Uar 
Mit yy ¢ 11s’ salvat a li thew lie 8 : 4 ; : on llernudk ny Hibbard, llolman, Kerr, King, Kinsella, 
noug »roblem of their souls salvation, and all t ley that action we can pardon the nistakes, if Lamison, Leach, Lewis. Manson, Marshall. MeClel- 
MAS hile asked was not to be lute wn red with by anybody any, which they made. and, McCormi -. Mc Li nry, Melntyre, MeKinuney, 
“usb ¥e - 7 . as ae he , : ‘ AYie } 
re o who should set up false doctrines in their || Sir, I am not here to defend our Puritan wae rrick, i: WP P.M Sli Perry. Pot ors ae 
F _ : , . . ° _ 2 Niblack osen arker, Eh erry. otter, Prix 
gious helief. An d while they welcomed to theirnew fathers ; the ir bh ste ry is their def ust ‘. b ita R indall, Read, oF dward Y. Rice, John M. Rice 
It y ; home in the wilderness, founded by starvation still better defense, if one were needed, is the hi gers, Slater, Sloss, Storm, Swann, Terry, Tuthill, 
Which and privat tions, everybody, they insisted that || result of their acts and the example of their Van Tramp, W sus n. Voorhees, Waddell, an aeen 
t | everybody who came there should not inter- | lives, an empire greater and more powerfal || Westecn” ; sester, anc 
a& sort fere ‘with their reli gious liberty. || than the sun ever shone upon, with every man NAYS—Messra. Ambler, Ames, Banks, Barber, 
VS ps [bat was the theory upon w hich the Puritan || within its borders a free man, with every | Barry. Beatty, Beveridge, Bingham, Austin Blair, 
2 ‘ ] ] [ d . 1 ° . ‘ . - George M. brooks, buckley, Buflinton, Burebai . 
+ dead. Commonwealth was founded, as [ understand || religion which looks to one God, and to His | Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. Butter, 
he }iy ' Having made these sacrifices, having Son, our Saviour, tolerated, permitte d: nay, Caldwell, William T. Clarke, Co rhian, Conger, Cot 
reforg ‘ken these pains to get a Commonwealth in || invited. This is what I claim to be the result | '°% marred, Mawe : rr Onan a 1 ui 
’ _ . . . . ° ° neil, wimcs, BRarhsworth, & ell, InKeMoOUrE, 
| Inter. which they might carry - their views of which sanctions the conduct, illustrates the || Charles Foster, Wilder D. Poster, Frye, Garfield, 
1 Mis God's words: they only asked that other men || character, and is the evidence of the energy Goodrich, Hale, George Lb. Harris. Havens, Hawley, 
7" . j “ Si . * . . ° ie | re y rleto Toby 7 mn 
bould not come there and interfere with them |! of purpose and the religious teachings of the i yy "Hack W ‘a hi ms K | a We Huzl ik oe ee , 
° a2 s ° . ‘ . our, ooper, muehlon, AE ey, Aciiogg, Ketch n, 
Imself nd take away their liberty of conscience by || Puritan founders of Massachusetts. Lamport, Lansing, Lowe, Lynch, MeGrew, Me 
ht the reaching fi biew heresies to their children. If || Ihe question was upon concurring in the || Junkin, McKee, Mercur, Merriam, Monroe, Moore, 
. } . . ‘ ‘ ‘4 “yr Poe ri Joe Pal ne 
vhiat in hey had intruded upon any one else’s land, if || resolutions of the Senate. Morey, Hegiey, Orr, Faekard. € soker. Falmer, see 
at) | N és: a C. Parker, Peck, Pendleton, Peree, Aaron K. Perry, 
thas they had gone to the Duteh colony in New |} Mr. NIBLACK. I hope the gentleman || Platt, Porter, Prindle, Rainey, Ellis UH. Roberts 
vy rk York, if the y had gone to the C hurch of En: (r= who offered these resolutions. will consent to | Roose velt, Kus Ky Sargent, Scotield, Se eley, Shanks, 
a word ind colony at James river. if they had gone || averbal amendment, to strike out the word She don, Site : ib; reer. rere. — -oeremee 
} | ° 99 ° > . mith, vol A. Smi .» mHuapp, et yder, OMas «a. 
Which, to the semi-¢ latholie eolk RY at Baltimore, if ** nation, and insert * people of the United | Speer, Sprague, Stevens, Stevenson, Stoughton, 
York they had interfered with the Quaker colony || States.’’ Serene laffe, Thomas, Vi asbington, paarEnOn SD: far 
‘2 Ie . 2 .. . suleants ‘f see TT Thea Q@GPRAKRRR Tha neti . : ner, wickell, yner, psou, Wakeman, alden, 
.. el ward founded in I enn yereeit, if they Be The SI nA KER. The’ resolution comes || Wajgron, Wallace, Walls, Wheeler, Whit ley, Wil 
nd for hud gone to any colony and undertaken in that from the Senate. lard, Williams of Indiana, and Jobn'T. Wilson—113, 
p God colony to set up their peculiar doctrine, their | Mr. NIBLACK. Well, I hope we shall : NOT VOTING —Messrs, Averill, Barnum, Bighy, 
Clence peculiar ideas, their peculiar worship, then |; amend it in that way. pomes: Seneks gityprreoy ae eee ees 
) Hol there would have been some ground of com- | Mr. BINGHAM. ‘Thisisa nation, is it not? || Golladay, Griflith, Haldeman, Halsey, Harmer. Hays, 
lence, plaint ; but coming into a savage wilderness || Mr. NIBLACK. The name is the ** United feton i bees dall,  prenre: ey M: aanere. marry. 
} . ' : i} e . } ° 3° MCNE y, Morplis, Leo el . ola 
ey de and set up their church and their altars there, |} States. I offer the amendment I have indi- |} p30) an ti Niven i Rabe cin Tain a ee 
oa. é, 26 ° . | da } a 11¢e, plan ° vobe ® ( Fon, i er, 
tor the they testified by giving up their lives to the 1] cated in good fraith. |} Sessions, Shober, Shoemaker, Sloe um, Worthington 
trol in canctity of their belief and to their devotion | Mr. ELDRIDGE. That will correspond ve me Ps _ - Peon ss 2 one ie ts ane stowell. 
trace es ES aa i es ss Reg a ea Se , a olin, Sutherland, Sypher wight Townseud, 
2 to it; oo —_ ga ap ne — | exactly with the words used in the Constitu- || ° W ells, Jeremiah M. Wilson, and Young—48. 
where not interfere with that which they had pur- |} ; 
ae not iter sip y P |; Won ila ee = . \| Sothe amendment was not agreed to. 
r View, chased at such a price. |} Mr. BECK. Putin ‘‘empire”’ at once; for | Ty ; . : 
) . , . . i ° . . . 37} r¢ $ { ’ 1c A ‘ i 2 
ord of Whenever the Puritan character is contem- || that is what it is getting to be. ne ques ‘th was upon concurring in tué 
: “ere “a ores ag racolint g » Senate 
what? plated in this view, everybody, | think, will Mr. EAMES. ‘This resolution, as [ under- |} Teso!uuions ofthe senate, 

. . . ‘ 1) a P : ava } 
rpose? ® cree that there is no occasion for sneers, no || stand it, is the copy of the one adopted on the || | Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohia. I have no de- 
1Cn ot occasion for animadversion, no occasion for || occasion of the presentation by the State of || Sire to take part inthisdiscussion. Iwill, how- 

1 : . ‘ ; 7m” ’ j On sall « rt) he f, wi ‘ 244 ¢ 
to but complaint, nO occasion to look upon them || Rhode Island of the statue of General Greene. ever, Call attention to the following passuges 
ooked otherwise than as they were, sincere, earnest, || The communication from the Governor of || from our great historian, Bancrofi, who ought 
MAVEN ; zealous, devout believers and doers of God's || Rhode Island in relation to this statue was | to be an authority with the geutleman from 
guide, word as it was given to their understanding, || referred to the Committee on Publie Build- | Massachusetts, in order that they may be made 
leman full in the faith that others who differed from || ings and Grounds of the Senate, who reported || 4 par of the record of this debate: 
aptain them were wrong, and acting contrary to God’s || this resolution; and I hope the gentleman on || , ‘In February of the first year of the colony, buts 
ended will: they only asked such others ti go aw 1! the other side t a on. hi seoanieadll few monthsafterthe arrival of Winthrop, and before 
; Wiis oe ny asket ucn Oo Ss > ZO away | 1e otner si will not insist upon his amen either Cotton or Hooker had embarked for New Eng- 
some- from them, and when they did not choose ment. He certais ily does not mean to say this land, there arrived at Nantasket, atter a stormy pas- 
York, to go away from them they put them on one || is not a nation. SO OF BIXIF-OLE CAR, Sy CUNG Seininter, godly and 
eaker side. [I ghte 7] Mr NIBL ACK I 1: like t . ° t zeal us, havin £ precious gitts. It was Roger Wil- 
acer, side saughter. r. i A. Gis 1KE oO 1NS1s : upon liams. Hewas then but little more than thirty years 
myaate L ck ilm, as one of the Representati ves of un amendment which is so purely verbal as of age; buthis mind had already matured adoctrine 

; ’ | . ° 1” . “tahit ‘ft . 
slat Massachusetts that this was their merit, that this 1s, but | believe it is proper that itshould || Whteh secures him an MANO rLAlily Ol rater its 
at . : : : application given religious peace to the Amel 
May they were only troublesome to those that inter- || be made, and | must insist upon it. | cae weeaie ‘Saas. a earnee ck a Aediaben dreen 
e are, fered with them and their religious belief, and Mr. HOAL. I trust the House will pause || English persecution; but his wrongs had not clouded 
ut an who came where they had alone a right to be || before it strikes out of the resolution an asser | his war au ted war In ad Ve amen oe 
: Rs ° , ee . a, cesses O 1is mind he had resolve 1@ nature of 
y po and the comers had no right to be; and the || tion that this country is a nation merely be- || jntoleranee, and he, and be alone, had arrived at 
Speci result has be en seen. The same clearness of Cause it asserts that iact. I desire to call the || the great principle which is its sole effectual rem- 
to te perception, the same devotion to duty, the || attention of the House to what the effect of || ¢¢y: en eae i. f cons lovee a Sootr 
‘ so . 7 . > ° e ° yroposition of 1? BA tf conscience ue ci 
Com same energy in the performance of that duty, |! this motion will be. —? - zistrate should restrain crime, but never control 
‘acter: the same self-reliance, the same trust in God’s Mr. NIBLACK. I make no objection, an: opinion; should punish guilt, but never violate the 
providence which brought them to this new |} certainly intended no attack upon what th freedom of the soul. The doctrine contained within 
ae I, itselfan entire reformation of theologieal jurispru- 
me to world, has leavened this whole country with gentleman m: iy please to call the nat ionality |} dence: it would blot from the statute-book the felony 
2 what their ideas, until now we have in this country, || of the United States. Nothing of that sort | of non-conformity; would qaeneh the fires that per 
ociety from sea to sea, the Government founded and || is involved in this amendment. It is a mere || Seeulon had kept so long burning; would repeal 
Po . > ; . : uy every law mnpelling attendance on public worship ; 
nforts carried on by the Puritan ideas of Massachu- || question of phraseology. We are accus would abolish tithes and all foreed contributions to 
pleas- setts. The Puritans claimed the same right only tomed to speak of ** the people of the United the mainicuance of religion; would give an equal 
lence which we el: aim aud now exercise, and. aright || States,’ as the name of this Government, | ! a bt : 2 aeoaian eadheciteatel en aaa 
oh as bs ‘ 99 ; . bi neve lilit Le Al 0 7 ) 1e C gO rn 
) thelr which this ( Jongress has exercised, not to per- |! and the word ‘‘ nation’’ to me has a sort Of |) went to be entisted against the Mussulman or the 
1 doc mit others to come into our country and estab- schoolmaster or pedagogue twang. It does iltar of the fire-worsuiper, against the Jewish syna- 
rong lish their own ideas of Government and their not seem to meto be the proper phrase te use. oe | i oe p por Pa Ade etincts ia 
, , ’ 1 “ vi rit vitil Whi GQIsLINne ness Mowe 
every own institutions. If any one doubtsthis 1 ask || Whenthe Congress of the United Statesaccepts | wy uns deduced these inferences from his grent 
they him to look at w what this Government is now || a thing it does it in the name of ‘the people prinedy . the consistency with which, like P 
now doing to-day near the Great Salt Lake in regard of the United States ;’’ and as the gentleman ary penge oe eee Dold & : oe rovece 
; sub) , he aecey very f n 
y el to Moreaonians, where we are insisting that our || from Massachusetts seems to make @# point ON | from his doctrines, and the cireumspe 
cness, ideas, our religion, our institutions shall be || it that I did not dream of, I shall insist on a | which be repelled every unjust imputation. Iu t ¢ 
jing a established and maintained, and not the ideas | vote on my amendment, believin ig thatitisa | pe al Sth ad ced otine OF ieee teen wan eae 
rsp and institutions of others. better expression than the one now in the || tenet which,with all itscons sequences, he defended. as 
mg claim, then, and I wish to impress my | resolution. \| he first trod the shores of New Hagland; and iu his 
iberty 








extreme old age it was the last pulsation of his 
heart But it i i y ing emigrant in direct 
Opt ' i 1on which Massa 
5 { l liorg ra 
5 ) he every 
why 6 a Ly ih 
‘ i i .y 
\\ l B I 
} ind ie N } tod if 

i A tae i yet ren i 
i i iid 0 1 this 
‘ i which r Lined 
if ve f ire ! | le ion W hat 
tu ‘ } y, whenitw 
found tha Sule | ed to re ve 
nig tine ! i i! f LBosto wine 

( i at th 1, ana i ! pi 

m were t j i } \ Willi Will 
lrew to the ‘ P south, and remained 
th Mout But rtu md Ww ithe 
alle« is of I ! md the at tl 
ot { ‘ i” \ m > wel ned to 

‘ ofider iH ed t obj of pul 
jealousy. Hlown iw nduct isevident trom 
anexample il | in ¢ 1y on the nature 
otthetenure by wh nt lonists held theirlandsin 
An ind he bad ar i tan English patent 
equid not Validate ther of the native inhab 
itant Vt pint led, at first, like treason 
i Ll the i i ¢ irté ort the »! 5 Wil 
lia | i y i i nu pt might 
be | | l } explained its purpor 
that t cou pplau Lh nper, and de { 

that et { ‘ evi is al lr 
seemed i f t States, VOl. 1, pl 

7.69 

‘It was objected to him, that his principles sub 
verted all good government. The commander of 
the vessel of State. replied Williams, may tnaintain 
order on be tof the ship, and see that it pu 3 
i c ‘ ( i though the diss it 
erew are I ed t tend the public prays 
of themrecom ui i 

*But the controver finally “l on the que 
tion of the righ id duty ot he il tel ft mate 
the minds of e people against rrruption, and to 
pu » what would seem them error and heresy. 
Magistrates, Williams protested, are but the agents 
of the people, or its trustees, on whom no spiritual 
power in matters of worship can ever be conferred; 
gince conscien belong » the individual and isnot 
the operty of the body-politie; and withadmirable 
dialectics clothing the great truth in its boldest and 
mi renerai forms, hea rted that ° ecivil magis 
trate may not intermeddle even to pa church 
from apostacy and heresy that t power extends 
ol to the b es and goods and outward state of 
mer With corresponding distinetness he foresaw 
the luence of his princip on society, 

Tne removal of the yoke of soul-oppression,’ to 
uee the word in which ata iater day he confirmed 
his early views it will prove an actoft mercy and 
righteousness to the enslaved nations, so it is of 
binding force to engage the whole and every inter 
est and conscience to preserve the ymmon liberty 
and peace.’ 

“The same magistrates who punished Eliot, the 
apostie of the It n race, for censuring their meas- 
ures,could not br k the lependenceot Williams; 
and the circum ince if the times seemed to them 
to justify their apprehe yns.”” -Ib., pp. 370-71. 

The qui yn) was then taken upon con 
curring in the resolutions of the Senate; and 
they were concurred in. 

GOVERNMENT OF LOUISIANA, 

Mr. DAWES. Iask unanimous consent to 
offer the following resolution, to which I think 
the e wi | He no bier i n 

Reso , That a lect committee of five be ap 


pointed by the Speaker of the Llouse of Represent- 
atives, whose duty it shall be to inquire into the 
condition of the government of Louisiana, so tar as 
regardsthe administration and execution of thelaws 
of the United States and the safety of the lives and 
property of citizens thereof, and to report the same 
to this House with such recommendations as they 
may de expedient; and that said committee be 
author ito employ aclerk and stenographer, to 
send for p ! nd papers, totake testimony under 
oath, to hold their se ‘ns in this city or elsewhere, 
as they may deem necessary, the expense of saidcom 
mittee to be paid out of the contingent fund of the 
House « tk presentatives, 

Mr. COGHLAN. 1 object 

Mr. DAWES. If the gentleman from Cali- 
forma will withdraw his objection—— 


Mr. COGHLAN 


| object to the consider- 
ati mn of 


the re rullon, 


The SPEAKER The resolution is not 
before the House. 
rEXAS ELECTION CONTEST. 
Mr K ERR | de ire Lo offer a res ‘lution 
for reference to the Committee of Elections. 


it has reterence 

committee, 
The Clerk 
Resolred, 


to a case pending before that 
ead nes follows : 


That in the contested-election case of 


Giddings vs. Clarke, from third congressional district 





ot Texas, the sixty days allowed by law in which to 
take testimony, shall commence on the Ist day of 
I unary next and . <ty days thereatter; that 
t i shall b mite t nd taken within, 
t s the } y 1 were rejected in 
ole 1 par wn by the certificate of E. J. 
> t ] is, to W. J CLARKE, to wi 
Bosque, B . Freestone, Limestone, and Wash- 
ington, and t counties of Galves ind Austin, 
lh Which IL 18S whie tby contestan that votes were 
polled and put t rejected box and not counted 
by the return udces, and the counties of Navarro 
and Grimes, in which it was alle i that the ballot- 
boxes wert uffed; that inasmuch as Hon. W. T. 
Cy KE has no residence in the State of Texas at 
which es may beserved by leaving them there- 
he required to designate some person residing 
l aid di =e ui n whom notices may be served ; 
that either y may take the testimony of wit- 
nesses in th siy ¢ t of Columbia before any officer 
authorized by ng giving the oy posite party ten 
days’ notice of time and place of taking—— 
Mr. HOAR. here is no need of reading 
that resolution further. I object to it. 
ENROLLED RESOLUTION 
M BUCKLEY, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported that the committee 
had examined and found truly enrolled a joint 
resolution (H. R. No. 56) donating certain 
can . 
condemned cannon for a soldiers’ monument; 
when the Speaker signed the same. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Leave of absenee was granted to Mr. Corn 
‘wee Bis \T,. henieatiianen . 
untit Monday next; and to Mr. Perry, of 
New York, and Mr. Cominco, for five days. 


WITILDRAWAL OF PAPERS, 
2 and obtained leave to 
t 


withdraw from the files of the House papers 


in the ca of Andrew J. Carroll. 
hen, on motion of Mr. CONNER, (at three 
o'clock and twenty-live minutes p. m.) the 


PETITIONS, FE 


rc. 


The following petitions, &e., were presented 
under the rule, and reierred to the appropriate 
committees: 

By Mr. ARCHER: The petition of Catharine 
Barry, for relie 


By Mr. DUELL: The memorial and accom- 
panying papers of Sarah S. Trapp, praying for 
relief, 

By Mr 
jo Pi 


against 


memorial of Birdsa : 


rrigo, of Holley, New York, for reli 
the loss of a United States bond for 
$500, with accomp: nying papers and letters. 

Also, the petition of Spencer B. Peugh, 
David B. Peugh, Ik. H. Peugh and others, for 
a uniform tax on the gallon, without other tax 
on distillers or machinery. 


KERR: The 


By Mr. MITCHELL: The petition of At- 
kins, Steele & White and others, praying for 
repeal of the duty on foreign hides and raw 
skins. 


Also, the petition of John Black and others, 
praying for a change in the laws regulating the 
distilled spirits. 

Also, the petition of the Grand Army of the 
Republic of Wisconsin, praying that the laws 
be so modified as to dispenses with any definite 
residence on the of honorably discharged 
soldiers prior to locating lands. 

By “om MONROE: The petition of S. F. 
Ward, praying Congress to grant him royalty 
on his pat ent, used by the Post Office Depart- 
ment. 


By Mr. 


sale of 


part 


Mol 2GAN 
Granger and 20 others 


tion of bounties 


By Mr. 


The petition of Moses 
, asking for an equaliza- 


' The memorial of W. C 
Johnson & Co. and 4 others, citizens of Vin- 
Indiana, praying for certain amend- 
ments to the laws t: ixing distill d spl rits. 


PENDLETON: 


ceniie 





by ihe memorial of 
J. ] y and some 66 others, citizens of 
Newport, Rhode Island, praying for the repeal 


of the tax on savings banks. 

By Mr. PERRY, of New York: The peti- 
tion of the trustees of the Mechanics’ and 
l‘armers’ Savings Institution, of Albany, New 
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York, for a modification of the present 
savings banks. 

By Mr. POTTER: The petition of the ¢; 
tees ofthe Morrisania Savings Bank and 0} 


lax 


for a repeal of the tax on savings insti 


: Mr. ROGERS: 


V The petition of K : 
cLean, for arrears of pension. 
.~ Mr. UPSON: The 
Johnson, for a pension. 
By Mr. WAKEMAN: The petition of 
dry growers and manufacturers of tobac 
a uniform tax. 


petition of Sarah 4. 


CO, lor 
4Ur 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fripay, January 12, 1872. 

The House met at twelve o'clock m.  Prayas 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. Burier, D. |) 

The Journal of yesterday 
approved, 

ee ee 

Mr. SPE! 
the House adjour: Ss 
Monday next 

The motion was agres d to. 

Mr. SPEER, of ¢ moved to r¢ 
sider the vote by which the motion Was agre 
to: and also moved that the Mollon to rec 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


was read 


TILL MONDAY, 
I move 


to day it be to 


t, of Georgia, 


reorgia, 


siaer be 


ORDER OF 

The SPEAK This being Friday, the 

committees will be called for reports of a pri 

vate nature. The morning hour beg 

minutes past twelve o’clock. Reports are 

order from the Committee on Invalid Pens; 
MARGARET LEE. 


BUSINESS. 


Ins at ten 


Mr. PECK, from the Committee on Inyalid 
Pensions, reported a bill (H. RK. No. 89 
granting a pension to Margaret Lee; which 
was eae a first 

The bill dire cts 
on the } 


and second time. 
the Secre tary of the Interior 
peusion-roll, 


to place subject to the 


ie ions and limi itations of the peusion laws, 
the name o f Margaret Lee, mother of Day 
Lee, late a private in company B, fourteenth 
Ohio volunteers, and to pay her a pension frow 
and an r — passage of this act. 

The bill was ordered to 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it w 
accordingly read the third time, and pass¢ 

Mr. PECIS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed ; and also moved t 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

KLIZABETI KENYON 

Mr. PECK, from the same committee, 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 893) granting a peu: 
sion to Elizabeth Kenyon; which was read a 
and second time. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and 
directs the Secretary of the Interior to pla 
upon the pension-roll, subject to the pr 
ions and limitations of the pension laws 
name of Elizabeth Kenyon, widow of John 
Kenyon, late private company A, first regi: 
ment Rhode Island cavalry, and pay het 
pension from the 28th of September, 18° 
during her widowhood. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask that the report 
the committee be read. 

Mr. PECK. ‘There is noreport accompany 
ing the bill. This bill has been passed by the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions unanimous!y. 
It was rejected, for want of proof, by the Co: 
missioner of Pensions. The proof has been 
furnished to the committee, and we recom 
mend the passage of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed - 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it wa 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. PECK moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
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HERMAN GOODWIN. 
Mr. PECK, from the same committee, also 
has adverse report on the petition of 
Goodwin; which was laid on the 


made an 
Hlerman 
table. 
JULIAN HIBERT. 

tr, WAKEMAN, from the Committee on 
if ‘alid Pensions, made an adverse report on 
nvas * ys + are hich ras laid 
the petition of Julian Hibert; which was laid 
nec per : 
on the table. 

ELIZABETH KEATING. 

Mr. WAKEMAN, from the same commit- 
too. also made an adverse report on the peti- 
tee, t ; > : ; ; 
son of Elizabeth Keating; which was laid on 
the table. 

ANNA CRAIG. 

Mr. WAKEMAN, from the same commit- 
tee, also made an adverse report on the peti- 
tion of Anna Craig, widow of Edward Craig ; 
which was laid on the table. 

JOSEPH MONTGOMERY. 


Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, reported a bill (H. R. No. 894) 
granting a pension to Joseph Montgomery ; 
which was read a first and second time. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and j) 
directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
upon the pension-roll, subject to the provis- 
‘ons and limitations of the pension laws, the 
name of Joseph Montgomery, late a private in 
company F, fifteenth regiment Iowa volun- 
teers, and to pay him a pension from the 10th 
day of July, 1865. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
reada thirdtime; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MOORE moved to reconsider the vote || 
by which the bill was passed; andalso moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the || 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

HANNAI GRAY. 

Mr. MOORE, from the same committee, 
also reported a bill (H. R. No. 895) granting a 
pension to Hannah Gray; which was read a 
first and second time. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and 
directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
upon the pension-roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name 
of Hannah Gray, widow of Thomas Gray, late 
a private in company I’, eleventh regiment 
Tennessee cavalry, and pay her a pension from 
the 11th day of May, 1864, during her widow- 
hood. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MOORE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ROSANNA QUINN. 

Mr. MOORE, from the same committee, 
also reported back a bill (H. R. No. 368) grant- 
ing a pension to Rosanna Quinn. 

_the bill, which was read, authorizes and 
directs the Secretary of the [nterior to place 
upon the pension-roll, subject to the provis- 
ions and limitations of the pension laws, the 
name of Rosanna Quinn, mother of Francis 
P. Quinn, late sergeant ninety-sixth regimert 
lllinois volunteers, and pay her a pension 
from the 3d day of February, 1864. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. Mr. Speaker, I 
notice that a number of those bills are going 
through without any statement in regard to 
the reason why they are brought here, and 
also without any report showing the circum- 
stances of each individual case. I think it 
would be a good practice for the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions to state briefly the grounds 
upon which they recommend these bills for 


passage ; that is, where they are not accompa: || ever, as I have stated, was adjudicated upon || 
I have in my own district, || by the Pension Committee of last Congress. 


nied by a report. 


| proposed to grant a 


| and almostall the members of this House have 


in their districts, many such cases. Even if 
these bills are all right, such an explanation 
as I desire would enable us to know what the 
judgment of this House ought to be. If gen- 
tlemen, when they report these bills, will ac- 
company them with some statement showing 
the grounds upon which they recommend their 
passage, such a statement of the grounds upon 
which they aré recommended will guide the 
vote of this House in passing upon them, and 
will also enable us to determine what is to be 
the policy of Congress generally in regard to 
them. Besides, | think that this loose way of 
passing bills, without any report or statement, 
is much to be reprobated. 

Mr. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, in reply to the 
géntleman from Ohio, [Mr. SHe_Laparcer, | | 
would say that we are ready atall times to 
the reason why we report these biils 


give 


: but we 


| do not propose to consume the time of the 


House in explaining every bill whose passage 
we recommend, unless some objection is made 
There is a report in connection with this bill, 
which has been sent up to the Cleck, and which, 
for the information of the House, may be read. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the 
report. 

The report was read. It 
deceased soldier to whose 


stated that the 
mother the bill 
pension was severely 
wounded at the battle of Chickamauga ; that 


| he received asick furlough, and that on return- 
| ing to his regiment at the expiration of his 
| furlough he was accidentally drowned in the 


Chicago river, February 3, 1864. The com- 
mittee considered that having been absent on 
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The bill granting the pension passed the House, 
and we have simply indorsed what was done 
by last Congress 

Mr. ARCHER. Mr. Speaker, I did not 
intend to make objection to this particular 
case, because | think it is a meritorious one. 
| desired simply to call the attention of the 
House to the fact that all the bills which have 
been reported this morning have dated back 
to the time of death, instead of the precedent 
being followed which formerly existed, of grant- 
ing pensions only from the time of the passage 
of the law. This case | think is a meritorious 
one, but when case after case of this kind is 
reported, and the pension is made to run from 
the date of death, | think the attention of the 
House ought to be distinctly called to the 
subject. 

Mr. MOORE. The gentleman is in error 
in saying there was any such rule adopted 
during last Congress. 

Mr. ARCHER. Generally. 

Mr. MOORE. This action was had during 
the last Congress, granting the pension from 
the date of death. There has been no such 
uniformity of action, and the committee will 
feel bound now, as they have felt bound 
heretofore, to do as nearly what is just and 


| equitable in a given case asthey can ascertain 


sick furlough he shon!d have been considered || 


as having been within the line of his duty at 


| the time of his death. 


Mr. ARCHER. I would ask the chairman 
of the Committee on Pensions if the commit 
tee are not departing from the rule which was 
adopted in the last Congress in this respect, 


that they are granting these pensions to date 


from the time of death, instead of 
time of the passage of the law. 

Mr. MOORE. = [ will answer the question of 
the gentleman from Maryland [ Mr. Ancuer] 


from the 


by staiing that this case was acted upon by 


the Committee on Invalid Pensions during 
the last Congress. It was favorably reported 
by the committee, and the committee of this 
Congress has simply indorsed the action of the 
committee which had charge of this business 
during last Congress. ‘The bill then reported 
passed this House. I may further state that 
[ was personally acquainted with this soldier 
who lost his life at Chicago. I know him to 
have been a man of the very best character, 
and there is no probability that he lost his lite 
because of any carelessness or neglect on his 
own part. He had gone home on sick fur- 
lough after the battle of Chickamauga, severely 
wounded, and at the termination of his fur- 
lough was returning again to the front. I think 
there is no reason at all for depriving his 
mother of the pension, whose dependence is 
proven beyond question by the papers in the 
case. 


The gentleman asks me if this committee 


| was disposed to go back on the position form- 


erly taken on this subject, and to grant pen- 
sions from the date of death. The committee 
has assumed this to be the correct and proper 
practice where « special act is passed and the 
case is found to be in every way meritorious. 
In such a case we think we have no right to 
say that the applicant shall be granted a pen- 
sion only from the time of the passage of the 
act, if the Government proposes to do what is 
just by the psrties concerned. When there 
is no fault on the part of the parties making 


application, and the case appears to be merito- 


rious, we propose to give the pension from 
the time of discharge or death, or from the 
time of injury so received. ‘This case, how- 


what is just and proper. 

‘Lhe bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MOORE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MARTHA G. RUDOLPH. 
On motion of Mr. MOORE, the Commit- 


| tee on Invalid Pensions were discharged from 


the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 
No. 1474) granting a pension to Martha G. 
Rudolph ; aud the same was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions and 
War of 1812. 

WILLIAM AND COLEMAN SELLERS. 

Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts, from the 
Committee on Patents, reported a bill (H. R. 
No. 896) to enable William Sellers and Cole- 
man Sellers to make application to the Com- 
missioner of Patents for the extension of let 
ters-patent for an improvement in coupling for 


shafting ; which was read a first and second 


| time. 


‘The question was on ordering the bill to be 


engrossed and read a third time. 


The bill was read. It gives to William 
Sellers and Coleman Sellers, of the city and 
county of Philadelphia and State of Pennsyl 


| vania, leave to make application to the Com 


missioner of Patents for an extension of the 
letters-patent granted to them for improvement 
in coupling for shafting, under date of May 5, 
1857, for the term of seven years from and 
after the expiration of the original term of 
fourteen years for which the said letters-patent 
were granted, such application to be made in 
the same manner and to have the same effect 
as if the same bad been filed not less than 
ninety day betore the expiration of the afore- 
said original term of said patent; and it pro- 
vides that, upon such application so filed, the 
Commissioner of Patents shall be authorized 
to consider and determine the same in the 


| same manner and with the same effect as if the 


| 


application had been duly filed within the time 
prescribed by law, and as if the original term 
of said patent had not expired ; provided, that 
no person shall be held lable for an infringe 
ment of said patent, if extended, for making 
use of said invention since the expiration of 
the original term of the patent, and prior to 
the date of extension. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I ask for the reading of 
the report in this case. 


Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts. i will 


\| state that I have made no written report in 
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this ense. It presents one simple question, 
which [ w briefly estate, and it is this: the 
etatut i it where a patentee desire 
to ! f f ed hh na ma 
1 Commissioner of Pat 8 
W the time his } nt 
f ‘ . 1 ( e, t! i@n ident 
‘ ‘ @® patents did tf make 
thei il of mi ne ( Pat 
er ino ‘ in before the ¢ ation 
patent They made it yenty days 
from the me ol expiration of the patent, 
wid found { vy ought to have ide the 
application yventy davs prior to that time 
lhe sta rv, they had noth 
ing to do but ei petition, and their 
petition was tiled 1 Congress seventy day 
atiar to tion. of their pest. ‘Tha 
hil does u ) eXtension of the pat 
ent It mac y allows the parties to make an 
application » th Comrp oner of Patents 
and lea ) and determine whether 
ne patentshall be ext led. Inshort, it merely 
proposes to correct an error of inadvertence 
on the part of these men, and | trust the 
Ilo pa the bill 

Mr. NIBLACK. I do not Ike to ohiect to 
this bill: but my experience on the Committee 
of Patent me years ago, and my observa 
tion since, have convinced me thatin nine cases 
out of ten these applications for extensions of 
patents are without any me rit. 

Mr. L. MYERS. U will say that this is not 
a bill an extension of a patent, but simply 
for the correction of an error. 

Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts. I under- 
etand th leman from Indiana to make the 
objection that it did not anpear whether this | 
particular patent had any meritor not. Now, 
l say that that is nota matter that Congress 
is to go This billis merely for the pur 
pose of enabling the patentees to bring the | 


matter of the extension before the Commis 
can determine 
the question whether it has any merits at all. 
If not, he willnot grant the extension. 


oner of Patent o that he 


in the minds of 
ll to 
extend a patent, but merely a bill, like others 


Lhere em »vDe A mM tuke 


me genticemen hie re This is not ua ] 


which have been passed from time to time in 
every ({ oug>rer 


inade some mistake or error (in this case the 


error 18 only one ot twenty days) to have that 
error rectilied As it stands now, the law is 
perem ry that if the applreation is hot filed 
within ninety days of the expiration of the let 
ters-patent he shail lose his right to apply for 
an extension. It 1s merely doing an act of 
Jusuce 

Mr. NIBLACK. The gentleman from 
Mas-achuseits | Mr. Brooks] misunderstood 
mem one re ect i do not insist that 


the merita of this patent shall b made to 


appear upon the application of this person 
to Congress for reliet. | simply remarked 
that my observation was that nine out of 
ten of ese applications had no merit in 


nb, expressing no opinion about this par 


ticular case, for 1 do not know anything abou 


rt but there is searcely a case in which an 
application for an extension has been made 
within my knowledge, where the real ground 


of complaint hus not been that the patentee 
has not been suflicitently remunerated during 
the term of the o1 That results, 
us I beheve, from the fact that perhaps there 
is not more than one patent out of ten that is 
remunerative, or that perhaps ought to be. 


ginal patent, 


However, while calling for information in | 


this particular case, | did not intend to oppose 
this bill absolutely, but simply desired to ob- 
tain information for my own guidance. From 
representations made to me by gentlemen 


from the State of Pennsylvania who have some | 


personal knowledge of this matter, and who | 


have investigated it, I learn that they are 
inclined to think that not only is the patent 
meritorious, but the error asked to be rectified 


| 


: : | 
4, 21OWING patentees who have 


| 
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one of those inadvertences that might perhaps 
occur without any great fault on the part of 
Therefore [ shall not make 
any further opposition to this, and, so far as 
lam concerned, | will leave it to the House 


} 
the appil ant. 


to determine whether they will or not grant | 


the relief asked tor 

| wish. however. to make this farther re- 
mark. One objection I have to extending the 
time for applications for extensions of patents 
by special act of Congress is that the Patent 
Otlice is disposed to construe such extension 
of time into an indorsement of the applica- 
tion. I desire that, so far as what [ may say 
can have that effect, the Commissioner of 
Patents shall not so construe our action in 
this case, 

Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts. There'is 
nothing in the phraseology of the bill to lead 
the Commissioner to do go. 

Mr. NIBLACK. Perhaps the phraseology 
does not bear that construction, but practically 
the result is that he is disposed so to do, which 
in my judgment is clearly wrong. I do not 
refer to the present Commissioner of Patents, 
but to the practice that has prevailed here- 
tofore. 

line bill was then ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed, 

Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

| ‘lhe latter motion was agreed to. 


IRA BUCKMAN, JR. 
Mr. KELLOGG, from the Committee on 


Patents, reported a bill (H. R. No. 897) for | 


| the relief of Ira Buckman, jr.; which was 
read a first and second time, 
The question was upon ordering the bill to 
| be engrossed and read a third time. 
The bill, which was read, grants leave to 
Ira Buckman, jr., to make application to the 


Commissioner of Patents for the extension | 


ot the letters-patent issued to him for a wa!k- 
ing-stick gun, for the term of fourteen years 
from the 4th day of August, 1857, said let- 


ters-patent. bearing date August 4, 1857, and | 


reissued February 16, 1858, in the same man- 
ner as if the petition for said extension had 
been filed at least ninety days before the 
expiration of said patent, and authorizes the 


Commissioner to consider and determine said | 


upplication in the same way as if it had been 
filed ninety days before the expiration of said 
patent. 

Mr. KELLOGG. 


ation, 


A single word of explan- 
This is the case of a fourteen year 
patent, granted August 4, 1857, and reissued 
some six months later, February 16, 1858. 
Betore the expiration of the patent the pat- 
entee took the letiers-patent to his attorney 
to have him draw up a petition for renewal of 
the patent, it being ove of the fourteen-year 


patents, which are generally supposed to be | 


entitled, under the present laws, to one exten- 
sion. The attorney looked atthe letters-patent, 
noticed the date of the reissue, but did not 
notice that it was a reissue, and told the pat- 
entee that he need not file his petition until 
the next August, or within six months of the 
expiration of the patent. The patentee took 
the papers away, and returned August 7, 1871, 
and tor the first time the attorney discovered 
that it was a reissue, and that the patent had 
expired three days before. Aflidavits are pre 


sented from both the attorney and the party | 


himself. Without any laches of is own, but 
by a mistake of his atiorney, the party lost the 


Patents for an extension. 
Mr. STEVENSON. 
ent? 
Mr. KELLOGG. 
and the aflidavits show that the inventor has 


by the passage of this bill has resulted from |i received in all only $960 for his invention. 


For what is this pat- | 


For a walking-stick gun ; || 


| 

| Mr. FINKELNBURG. Is there any reas, 
why we should not pass a general law repe: 
ing the limitation of time in regard to applic 
tion for extension of patents if we are ¢ 
stantly to dispense with it in individual eacs 

Was not the Jaw passed in order to ee 

the making of such applications after the q, 

piration of a specified time? Why sh uld we 

in every case where the application * to : 
dispense with the limitation? If there j< a, 
reason for the requirement of the law it shou 
not be constantly remitted in individual ease. 

Mr. KELLOGG. That would not obyiay 
the difficulty in this case. The patent expire 
three days before the mistake was discoy, ee 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. How long had th 
patent run? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Fourteen years. ]y 
one of the short-term patents under the 
law. I call the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opy 

| tion thereof the bill was ordered to be 
grossed for athird reading. Being engrossed 

it was accordingly read the third time, and 
yassed. 

|| Mr. KELLOGG moved to reconsider 4) 

| vote by which the bill was passed: and aley 

|| moved that the motion to reconsider be |qid 

on the table. 

| The latter motion was agreed to, 

| JACOB WEART. 

Mr. E. H. ROBERTS, from the Committee 

of Waysand Means, reported back with amend 

ments the bill (Il. R. No. 385) for the relief 

of Jacob Weart. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes the 
| Secretary of the Treasury to credit and allow 
| to Jacob Weart, collector of internal reyen 
} for the fifth district of New Jersey, in the set- 

tlement of his accounts, the sum of $7,801 07, 
being the amount of internal revenue stamps 
for beer, cigars, and tobacco, which were 
stolen from his office without fault or neglect 
| on the part of the collector, and which have 
| not been returned. 

‘The amendments reported by the committee 
were read, as tollows: 

Strike out ‘$7,802 07,” and insert in lieu thereof 

afer the word ‘‘tobacco,”’ insert ‘‘ on satisfactory 
evidence that such stamps were.” 

At the end of the bill add the following: 

Provided, That in case all the stamps so stolen 
shall hereafter be recovered, the same shall inure to 

| the benefit of the Un'ted States. 

Mr. Ek. H. ROBERTS. The facts in this case 
are that the office of the collector of inter 
nal revenue for the fifth district of New Jer 
sey, was robbed on the 28d day of February, 
1871, and stamps amounting to $7,801 07 wer 

| sto’en. A large portion of those stamps have 
been recovered. The bill, as originally intro 
duced—provided for allowing to the collector 
the full amount, $7,801 07. One of theamend: 
ments reported by the committee reduces the 
amount to the sum still missing, $517 33. In 
‘another amendment the committee require 
that satisfactory eviden’e shall be given to t! 

Treasury Department that the robbery was 
without fault on the part of the collector. Ihe 
committee also provide in the amendment: 
that if any more of the stamps shall be 

covered, the advantage thereot shail accrue to 
the Government of the United States. 

Mr. BLAIR, ot Michigan. Where were the 
stamps when they were stolen? | 
| Mr. E. H. ROBERTS. The stamps were in 
'a tin box in the office of the collector. The 
| robbery was committed at noon, during the 


Ca 
La 


old 


ee) 





absence of the coliector at dinner, and whilt 
|, his deputy was attending to business in a rool 
i| adjoining that in which the official business was 
|| ordinarily transacted, 

||. Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. If all of 
|| the stamps were recovered with the exception 
| of $500 worth, why does the origina! bill pro- 
| vide for crediting the collector with the whole 
| amount? 


| Mr. BE. H. ROBERTS. The bill was intro 
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‘ORMICK, of Missouri. 
5 n is satisfactory. 
“ve BLAIR, of Michigan. In the allow- 
of claims of this kind it has usually 
wy pequired that proper diligence should be 
vn on the part of the officer seeking relief; 
i+ has generally been insisted that he should 
t the stamps in some safe place, as, for 
eonee, an iron safe. But under the circum- 
vooe | do not mean to object to a bill of 
d. where it is shown that there was no 
<s on the part of the officer. 
If. ROBERTS. Due diligence was 
-» by him in the fact that he used a strong 
-to keep hisstamps in during business hours. 


a el That ex- 





of. 1, 
\ Me 


1; was also shown by the fact that he at once 
gored a reward of $1,000, which he paid 
from his private funds for the recovery of a 


ree portion of the stamps. 
” The amendments reported by the committee 
wel . agreed to. 

ihe bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
oyerossed and read athird time; and being 
eperossed, it was accordingly read the third 

., and passed. 

\ir. E. He. ROBERTS moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and 

-o moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MARY PETRIE. 

Mr. COBURN, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, reported back House bill No. 
a76 for the relief of Mary Petrie. widow of 
George C. Petrie, late a private of the seven- 
teenth regiment infantry volunteers, with the 
recommeudation that it be referred to the 
Committeeon Invalid Pensions ; which motion 
was agreed to. 

COMMANDER E. W. 

Mr. COBURN, from the same committee, 
also reported back the petition of Commander 
£. W. Holmes, United States Navy, with the 
recommendation that it be referred to 


IOLMES. 


Committee on Naval Affairs; which motion 
was agreed to. 
FRAUDULENT INDORSEMENTS OF ATTORNEYS. 


Mr. COBURN, from the same commiitee. 
reported back adversely Jill (H. R. No. 141) 
granting payment of bounties, back pay, &c., 
provided by previous laws of Congress to 
certain soldiers therein named who have been 
defrauded of the same by their attorneys with- 
out authority, and moved that the same be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Read the bill. 

Mr. COBURN. The Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs are entirely opposed to the prin- 
ciple of this bill in making the Government 
of the United States the indorser of the fraudu- 
lent acts of claim agents. 


ra 


} 
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‘yore any part of the stamps had been || sas volunteers; Joseph Mundell, late private com- 


pany A, ninth Kansas volunteers: 5S. W. Hildreth, 
late private company C, third Wisconsin cavalry; 
George Amly, late private company E, sixth Kansas 
cavalry, $100 each, losses sustained by them through 
agents, to whomthey intrusted the proseeution of 
their claims, by fraudulent indorsement of ¢!] 
issued in payment of same. 

Sec. 2. That the Second Auditor of the Treasury 
he, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to James 
Connell, late private company I, seventy-ninth Uni- 
ted States colored infantry, $250 78, losses of bounties 
and arrears of pay sustained by him through agents, 
to whom he intrusted the prosecution of his claim, 
by fraudulent indorsement of check issued in pay- 
ment of same; and thesum of $1,250 78 be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in 


checks 


| the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 


purposes aforesaid. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I do not object to the gen- 
tleman’s motion. I thought it was a general 
bill of a different character. 


Mr. LOWE. I should like to say in regard 


| to the bill, that it proposes relief to these sol- 
| diers who have suffered considerable hardship. 


It is only justice to them that they should 
receive the money to which they are entitled. 


|| These parties served the requisite time, and 


the | 


Mr. HOLMAN. I hope we shall have the 


bill read before we dispose of it so summarily. 


Mr. COBURN. Certain 


soldiers having 


claims against the United States, who had them | 


allowed and checks audited by the Second Aud 
itorof the Treasury, and who lost them through 
the fraudulent indorsement of their attorneys, 
now ask in this bill that the Government of 
ae United States shall reimburse for those 
osses, 


Mr. HOLMAN. I hope that bill will be re- 
portedin orderthat the House may understand 
this matter, as many of us were unable to hear 
all that my colleague said. 

The Clerk read the bill, as follows: 


That the Second Auditor of the Treasury be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to pay the following sol- 
diers,to wit: Charles Ashburn, late private company 
F, eleventh Kansas volunteer cavalry; Joseph F 
King, late private company A, twelfth Indiana 
intantry;: Joseph Grant, late private company I, 
third Wisconsin cavalry ; Samuel Barhan, father of 
Eli Barhan, late sergeant company C, tenth Kansas 
infantry; James Clarke, late private company H, 
one hundred and tenth Ohio infantry; Jesse Sutton, 
late private company H, ninth Kansas volunteers; 
Uttawa Sutton, late private company H, ninth Kan- 


the obligation on the part of the Government 
to pay them has been already recognized by the 
pension department; but, through the fraudu- 
lent action of claim agents, they have lost their 
money. I shonld like to have the bill further 


| considered by the committee, and I shall there- 


fore move that it be recommitted. 

Mr. MAYNARD. [If it involves the prop- 
osition that the United States shall stand as 
guarantor for the faithfulness and honesty of 
claim agents, I shall most certainly object to it. 

Mr. COBURN. 
recommit a bill of this kind to the Committee 


{SSLONAL GLOBE. 


It seems to me useless to | 


on Military Affairs; for, as I have said, the | 


committee is entirely opposed to the principle. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman objects, 
the motion to recommit cannot be entertained, 
and the only question before the House is the 
motion to lay upon the table. 

The bill was laid on the table. 

DANIEL B. ZIMMERMAN, 

Mr. COBURN, from the same committee, 
also reported adversely upon the memorial of 
Daniel B. Zimmerman, nincty-third Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers, asking for and the 
same was laid on the table. 


relief; 
JAMES M’CLEERY. 
Mr. PETERS. The Committee on the Judi- 


ciary, to whom was referred the question of 


| the compensation of Hon. James McCleery, 





House from 
the State of Louisiana, have directed me to 


deceased, a member elect of the 


report the following resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed 
to pay to the heir-at-law or the heirs-at-law of 
lfon. James MecCleery, deceased, 2 member-elect of 
tbe House from the State of Louisiana, the usual 


mileage for one session, and his salary from March 
{, 1871, to November 5, 1871, the date of his death. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I suggest that the resolu- 


tion be amended by inserting the words ‘* or 
his legatees.”’ 


Mr. PETERS. I do not object to the 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was then 
adopted. 

Mr. PETERS moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the resolution was adopted ; andalso 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

SURETIES OF GREEN W. CALDWELL. 

Mr. WILSON, of Indiana, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported back, with 
the recommendation that it do pass, the bill 
(H. R. No. 208) for the relief of the principal 
and sureties to the official bond of Green W. 
Caldwell, late superintendent of the branch 
mint at Charlotte, North Carolina. 

The bill was read. It extends the provis- 
ions of an act of Congress approved April 29, 
1864, entitled ‘‘ An act for the reliet of post- 
masters who have been robbed by confederate 


i Giddings rR, Clarke from 
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forces or rebel guerrillas,’’ to the relief of the 
principal and securities to the official bond of 
Green W. Caldwell, late superintendent of the 
branch mint of the United States at Charlotte, 
North Carolina, and authorizes and directs 
the Secretary of the Treasury to credit said 
superintendent and his securities in the settle- 
ment of his accounts with the amount of which 
he may have been so robbed. 

The question was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. KELLEY. J should like to have some 
information in regard to the circumstances 
under which this bill is presented. 

Mr. WILSON, of Indiana. I will state to 
the House the facts in relation to this bill. On 
inguiry at the Treasury Department it was 
ascertained by the committee that the accounts 
of this superintendent, Green W. Caldwell, 
were all correct and he was in no default up 
to the 14th March, 1861. Between the 15th 
and 20th April, 1861, two companies of armed 
troops, the Hornei’s Nest Rifles and the 
Charlotte Greys, took forcible possesion of 
the branch mint at Charlotte, and carried 
away the bullion tbat was there at the time, 
amounting to about thirty-four thousand dol 
lars. The evidence submitted to the commit 
tee showed that the superintendent was in no 
way conniving at the robbery, but did all he 
could to prevent the money being carried away. 
A suit has since been instituted upon the bond 
of the superintendent, and it is for the purpose 
of relieving from liability on that bond that 
this bill has been introduced. 

The commitiee is unanimously of opinion 
that this bill ought to pass, on the groand that 
the superintendent was in no way responsible 
for the loss of this money, which was carried 
away by force which he could not control. 
According to all the information we have on 
the subject he proved himself to be a loyal 
man from the beginning to the end. 


Mr. SHELLABARGER. I would like to 


know whether the sureties belonged to the 
companies which robbed the mint 
Mr. WILSON, of Indiana. 1 have no in- 


formation on that subject. It seemed to the 
committee that this party having been in no 
way responsible for the of the money, 
which was carried way forcibly by armed men, 
this relief should be granted. If the sureties 
are compelled tu pay the money to the Gov- 
ernment, they will have recourse against the 


loss 


superintendent or his estate. I move the 
previous question. 
The previous question was seconded and 


the main question ordered; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed 

Mr. WILSON, of Indiana, moved to ,econ- 
ider the vote by which the bill was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the tab] 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The committees have all 
been called through, and the morning hour 
has expired. 

Mr. WOOD. If there is nothing before the 
House, | move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire permission 
to introduce a resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will first ree- 
ognize the chairman of the Committee of 
Elections for a resolution, which was post- 
poned during the morning hour. 

CONTESTED ELECTION 


Mr. McCRARY. The parties in the con- 
tested-election case, Giddings vs. Clarke, third 
district of Texas, have agreed upon the fol- 
lowing resolution, which | desire to present at 
this time, 

The Clerk read 

Resolved. That in the contested-election case of 
the third congressional 


—GIDDINGS V8. CLARKE, 


as follows: 








district of Texas, t sixty days allowed by law in 
w t ‘ ; ence on the Ist 
d 1 X 
‘ r frer | i 
t i ‘ t i ! 
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’ 1) 7 io i ) 
' jcer { i aite | I 
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Ir if LARRY j mm I the 
te by wl h tl was ad ypted and 
a hove 1 that ! LO ynsider be 
lon the table 
lhe atte in ‘ to 
MAIL Ct PiLA i 
Mr ] RNSWORTH I ask unanimou 
consent to itr ( ) wil g reso.u yn 
hie erk read W 
Pe f That the ¢ imittee on h Po () ( 
rnd P Roads a r ‘directed to inquire into 
Va ‘en mene t Post 
Office Depa f transport nofthema 
in the | ted i nd Territori¢ d ret rt the 
aa fp llou puntmoitt hi ig power to 
1d fo pel um i 1 pay rs und exum © Wilh ‘ 


Mi ARN NSWORTH. I desire to say that 
the Postmaster General requests that this in 
vestigat 1 shall be made nyu tice to himself, 

The resolution was a lopt d. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BINGHAM Mr. Speaker 
TheSPEAKER. The gentleman trom Ne 
York | Mr. Woop] is on the floor to move an 
adjournmen ror what purpo lens aiaiaiaia 

tleman from Ohio rise? 
Mr. BINGHAM lo call up the unfinished 


business which was made the special order for 
Wednesday the bill prov iding forthe election 
of ~~ sidential electors in Louisiana. But | 
h »0o ection t yall wing it to go over if 
t the ae re of the Llouse to adjourt 
UNITED rATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee on 
1 ing, re ed the following concurrent 
resolution 1 was ré onside ad, and 
agret lt 

ii l enate concurring,) That oy" he 
printed hundred es of Profess E. B. 
Haydon’s preparatory report to the S laey. ifthe 
Interior the United States geological surv ioe 
the year | ty-fis i red pies of which 
shall bef heu tt Ilouse Representatives, 
fifteen hundred copir r the use of the Senate, and 
live hundred copies for distribution by the Smith- 


sonian Lostitu 


Mr. PENDLETON 


’ 


vole by which me} tion wa adopted ; and 


moved to reconsider the 


also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
iaid on the tab 


(he latter motion was agreed to. 
GRBOLOGICAL SURVEY OF NEBRASKA. 
Mr. PENDLETON, from the same commit- 


) 
rrent resolu 


tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to 
Resolved, (the Senate concurrit That there be 
printed and bound, with plates and maps, one thou 


tee, reported the following concu 


sand copies of the final reps of the United States 
geological survey of Nebraska, five hundred copies 
of which shall be for the use of the Seeretary of the 
Interior, and five hundred copi distribution by 


the Smithsonian Lnstitution. 

Mr. PENDLETON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted; 
and also moved that Lhe mot 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


> 


ion to reconsider 


COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUB. 


Mr. PENDLETON, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back, with the recommenda- 
tion that it be coneurred in, the following res 
olution from the Senate: which was read, con- 
sidered, and concurred in: 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED States 
ij 


embe 12, 1871. 
Resolved by the S ante, (the llouse « Rep esent- 
atives concurring,) That two thous | additional 
oopies of the last report of the Comwissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue, with tables, be printed and bound 
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for the use of the Commissioner, and that five 
iundred additional copies be printed with paper 
vers, also for the use ot the Commissioner. 


[ON moved to reconsider the 


» by which ‘the resolution was concurred in: 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
e laid o e 

Aue lattes l ion Wa agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. BUCKLEY, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported that the committee 
had examined and found truly enrolled a bill 
H. R. No. 484) making an appropriation to 
yply a deficiency in the appr — for 
et Committee on 
hern States; when 


the Speaker signed the same. 
GENERAL BALLOCH. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
vefore th 


petor ie House a letter from the Secretary 
of War, in answ olution of the House 
f December 18, 1871, in relation to the sus- 
pension or muster out of General George W. 
Balloch: which was referred to the Committee 
on Edueation and Labor, and ordered to be 


INDIAN APPROPKIATIONS. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid befe » the House 1 le tter from the Secre- 


tary of the Interior, in relation to the act of 
July 15, 1870, making approy priations for the 
current and contingent expe nses of the Indian 
department, &c.:; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 


e printed. 





MANUFACTURES. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a . iter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in lation to manufac- 
tures which are not pt denied in the United 
States: which was relerred to the Committee 
of Waysand Means, and ordered to be printed. 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
aid before the House a concurrent resolution 
from the Senate with reference to the print- 
ing of the re port of the Secre tary of the N: avy; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

The question wasthen taken upon Mr. Woop’s 
motion, and it was agreed to; and thereupon 
the House (at one o'clock and twenty min- 
utes p. m.) adjourned till Monday. 


PETITIONS. 
Che following petitions were presented under 


tl and referred to the appropriate com- 


ue rule, 
m'ttees : 

By Mr. BROOKS, of age assachusetts: The 
petition of Isaiah Rich, jr., private in the four- 
teenth Massachusetts lig rht battery, praying for 
a pension. 

By Mr. DOX: The petition of citizens of 
north Alabama, asking for an appropriation 
of money to be expended in the erection of 
publie buildings in the city of Huntsville, Ala- 
bama, for the use of the United States courts 
land office, revenue office, und other Fede ral 
offices located in that city. 

By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of the 
Middleton Savings Bank and others, for repeal 
of tax on savings banks. 

By Mr. MeGREW: A petition of citizens 


of West Virginia. asking for the establishment 


of a post road from Mouse’s post office, in | 


Grant county, via Hinckle’s oe John Judy's, 
Michael Mallon’s, and John J. Dunkle’s, to 
'ranklin, in Pendleton county, West Virginia. 

By Mr. MOREY: A petition of several 
hundred citizens of north Louisiana, praying 
for the reéstablishment of a United States 
district court in north Louisiana. 

By Mr. PERRY, of Qbio: The petition of 
C. M. C lark and others, praying an increase 
of the salaries of letter-carriers 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of officers 


| 
| and trustees of the Savings Bank of Now 
Britain. Conne cticut, for the re pe L of he 


On savings Institutions, 

By Mr. WAKEMAN: The petition of 
dry citizens of mare ia, New York, ; 
the pension law of 187 


to persons serving a 


to an 
l by granting pens) 
S than ; SIXty days. 


IN SENATE. 


Monpay, January 15, 1872 


Prayer by the 
man, D. D. 

The Journal of the procee lings of Thur 
last was read and approved. 


Chaplain, Rev. J. P. Nn, 


SENATOR FROM ALABAMA. 
| Mr. SPENCER. Mr. 
league-elect, Senator Goldthwaite, is presen: 
| ready to be § YE in. 
ae : he VICK PRESIDENT. The Senat 
from Alabama rises to a question of privileg 
and states the presence in the Chamber o} 
colleague, Mr. Goldthwaite, who will presen 
himseif to the chair of the Vice President, 
and take the oaths of office. 

GEORGE GOLDTHWAITE advanced to the Vire 
President's desk; and the oaths prescribed 
law having been administered to him, he; 
his seat in the Senate. 


Pre sident, mny |. 


( 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair }g 
before the Senate a leiter from the Seo; 
tary of the Treasury, which is brief, and q 
it relates to the removal of duties trom 
six hundred and fitty articles, it will be re 
in full. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


all 


Treasury Deparrment, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
| January ll, 1872. 
| Str: In my annual report I stated that this 
| Department was engaged in the preparation of 
list *’ of articles produced in other countries, whi 
enter into the arts and manutactures of this coun 
try, and which are not produced in the United 
States, and the revenue from which is inconsider- 
able.’’ 

A list_of such articles has been prepared, a copy 
of which is berewith transmitted, 

Upon furtber examination, it may appear that 
the duty upon some of these articles should be 
re tained; but the information now in possession of 
the Department justifies the conclusion that it 1 
be removed from most or all of them. 

I also transmit a listof articles usedin the arts and 
manufactures of the United States, or which are 
articles ot necessity or comfort fordomestic consum| 
tion, but which enter into soles with arti 
cles manufactured or produced in the United States, 
from which the amount of duty de wh windy is very small, 

This list is submitted to the consideration of Con- 
gress, with the suggestion that some of these articles 
may be placed upon the free list with advantage to the 
business of the country. 

The former list embraces two hundred and thirteen 
articles, and the latter fourhundred and thirty-nine. 

Very respectfully, 

GEO. S. BOUTWELL, Secretar 

Hon. ScuvuyLer Courax, Vice President of the United 

States and President of the Senate, 








| The letter was referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM TIE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa: 
tives, by Mr. McPuersoy, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed the following bills 
in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
requested : 

A bill (H. R. No. 166) to amend an act 
entitled ‘* An act to authorize protection to be 
given to citizens of the United States who 
may discover deposits of guano, ’”’ approved 
August 18, os 

A bill (H. R. No. 208) for the relief of the 
principal and sureties to the official bond of 
Green W. Caldwell, late superintenden: of the 
branch mint at Charlotte, North Carolina; 

A bill (H. R. No. 368) granting a pension to 
Rosanna Quinn ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 898) for the r lief of 
Jacob Weart, collector of internal revenue 
| fifth district of New Jersey ; 
|| A bill (H. R. No. 892) granting a persion to 


1) 





| Margaret Lee ; 
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H. R. No. 893) granting a pension to 


Kenyon ; : 
No. 894) granting a pension to 


A bill 
\ bill (H. R 


a oh Montgomery ; 


\ pil (U. Rt. No. 895) granting a pension to 
nnah Gray 5 
, bill (H. Rt. No. 896) to enable William 


- and Coleman Sellers to make applica- 


— 
joe 


ee . the Commissioner of Patents for the 

yn of letters patent for an improvement 
eoupling for shafting; and 

"4 bill GH. R. 897) for the relief of Ira Buck- 


rhe message also announced that the House 
had passed a resolution for printing five thou- 
and five hundred copies of Professor F. B. 
lon’s preparatory report to the Secretary 
oe Interior of the United States geologic: al 

for the year 1870, and a resolution tor 
ting one thousand copies of the final report 
of the Unied States ge ological survey of Ne- 
in which the concurrence of the Sen- 
reque sted. 
[he message further announced that the 
had concurred in the resolution of the 
for printing two thousand five hundred 
additional copies of the last report of the Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue for the use of 
the Commissioner. 

[he message also announced that the House 
had coneurred in the resolutions of the Senate 
f thanks for and acceptation of the memorial 
statue of Roger Williams to the people of the 
United States from the State of Rhode Island. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED, 


The further announced 
Speaker of the House had signed the follow- 
ng enrolled bill and joint resolution; which 
were thereupon signed by the Vice President: 

A bill (H. R. No. 484) making an appro- 
yriation to supply a deficiency in the appro- 
riation for the expenses of the joint se ‘lect 
mmittee on Alleged Outrages in the South- 
ern and 

A joint re solution (H. R. No. 56 ) dons ating 
certain condemned oh ly lays! 73 rs’ monu- 


went. 





senate 


message 


Y 
t 
C 


States ; 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a joint 
resolution of the General Assembly of the State 
of Virginia, in favor of the removal of political 
disabilities imposed by the fourteenth amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States ; 
which was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 

Mr. SHERMAN 


presented the nemorial of 


that the 


Samuel Wyllys Pomeroy, for himself and the | 


co-heirs Caroline Pomeroy and Charles Pome- 
roy, and the memorial of the heirs of Francis 
A. Dabney, decease|, praying indemnity ior 
spoliations committed by the I’rench prior to 
the year 1801; which were referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a memorial of John A. 
Adams and Mary Ann Lyons, praying indem 
nity for spoliations committed by the French 
prior to the year 1801; which was referred to 
ihe Committee on I’oreign Relations. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Ohio, late soldiers in the Army of the United 
States, praying t o be allowed to enter the lands 
granted by Congress without the requirement 
of settlement and cultivation, and alsoa bounty 
of eight doliars a month to honorably dis- 
charged soldiers, for the term of their actual 
service ; which was referred to the Committee 
ou Military Affairs. 

Mr. FENTON. I present a petition signed 
by a large number of citizens of Rocheste Tr, 
New York, asking for the reduction of the 
tariff to a revenue basis, and especially for the 
removal of the duties on salt, coal, and pig 
iron. This petition is headed by Hon. Henry 
It. Selden, and is about twenty-one feet long, 
bearing, 1 believe, eleven or twelve hundred 
signatures. I move that it be referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE CON 


Mr. FENTON. lLalso present a memorial 
of a large number of women of Albany, New 
York. If have counted the number of 
names signed to it, but should think it must 
be over a thousand, and among them I| recog- 
nize the names of many highly 
ladies with whom I had 
I resided in Albany; and I have no doubt all 
the signers are highly respectable. These 
memoriatists protest against any legislation 
for the extension of suffrage to women. I 
move that their memorial be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have received and been 
requested to present to the Senate the memo- 
rial of Dr. Charles T. Jackson, of Massachu- 
who remonstrates respectfully against 
any exclusive appropriation by Congress to 
the heirs of Dr. Morton, for the reason that 
such an appropriation would be in derogation 
of the established rights of the memorialist. 
He presents, also, in connection therewith, a 
memorial, in which the tacts with relation to 
the controversy growing out of the discovery 
of the application of ether are more fully set 
forth, being a copy of a memorial submitted 
to Congress by the same memorialist in 1864. 
I move that these papers be referred to the 


not 


respectable 
vecqualntance while 


setts, 


| Committee on Claims. 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I present 
a number of petitions similar in prayer to the 
petitior 1s presented the other day by the Sen- 
ator from Illinois, [Mr. TrumsBu.t. ] asking 
generally for a reduction of the tariff to are 
enue basis, and especially for the repeal of 
the duties on salt and pigiron. These peti- 
tions are from Hampden county, Massachu- 
setts; Windham county, Vermont; Washington 
county, Rhode Island—that is a large peti- 
tion—and from Rockingham, New Hampshire, 
which is alsoa large petition. I move their 
reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. I present the petition of 
rank Vorrin and twelve others, of Owensboro, 
Kentucky, asking the passage of the supple- 


mentary civil rights bill; also a similar petition 


from Redmon Fauset and one hundred and 
fifty-five others,of Carlisle, Cumberland county, 
Pennsylvania ; also a similar petition from 
Joseph Adams and thirteen others, of Duane 
county, Florida: also, a similar petition from 
Ilias S. Ray and piome eens ars, of New- 
ark, New Jersey ; also, asimilar petition from 
J. Watson Hi arris and others, of New Je rsey 

also a similar petition from James Henry and 
one hundred and fifteen others, of Franklin, 
Pennsylvania; also, a similar petition from 
Philip Joseph, John Harris, and some three 
hundred others, of Mobile, Alabama; also, a 
similar petition from James W. P. Miles and 
two hundred and twenty-five others, of Hills- 
boro, North Carolina; also, a similar petition 
from the speaker and a large number of the 
members of the Assembly of the Florida Legis- 
lature; also a similar petition from a 
number of colored citizens in Alabama; also, 
a petition with the same prayer, but different in 
terms, from the colored women of Washington, 
in which they setforth, and I think j ms that 
their grievances contain the essence of slavery. 
I move that all these petitions lie on the table 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SCHURZ. 1 present various petitions 
signed by citizens of Missouri, South Caroliua, 
Maryland, Kansas, North Carolina, and Geor- 
gia, praying that Congress will devise measures 
to reduce the tariff to a strict ly revenue basis, 
and petitioning for the immediate repeal of 
duties on coal, salt, and pig iron. I move the 
reference of th ese petitions to the Committee 
on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON presented the petition of 
Charles W. Adams, of New York, praying 


seventy 


large 


to be compensated for losses sustained by Il 


| dered as a soldier 
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Brazos 
to the 


the seizure of the brig Scylla, at 
Santiago. Texas; which was referred 
Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of Emeric 
Szabad, late captain and brevet colonel in the 
volunteer forces during the late war, praying 
for additional pay as an of the Army 
from March 1, 1862, to the date he was mus- 
tered into the service; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of Daniel 
Wells, praying additional pay for 
in the year 1847; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

Ile also pre sented the memorial of ~ rep- 
resentatives of the Pennsylvania State 


{}5 
olieer 


service ren- 


e Equal 


Rights League, praying the passage of the 
supplementary civil rights bill; which was 
ordered to he on the table. 


Mr. TRUMBULL presented the petition of 
Mrs. Fannie K. Leet Williams, of Indiana, in 
favor of the payment of what 
the French spoliation claims; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ANTHONY. ] present the petition of 
Charles F. Sampson, Colin C. Baker, Alfred W 
Fisk, and others, owners of the schooner Ada 
A. Andrews, representing that this schooner 
was within about fifteen miles from Cape Cod 
in a fog, and was run down by the United 
States steamship Ticonderoga. ‘They allege 
that the loss of this schooner and the other 
losses involved in it did not result from any 
fault or negligence of the master or crew, who 
could not in any way avoid the collision, but 
that the loss justly ought to be attributed 
to the imprudence and negligence of persons 
on the Ticonderoga, and they therefore pray 
redress from Congress. I move the reference 
of the petition to the Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
signed by D. S. 
Stonington 
large 


are known as 


[ also present a petition 
Babcock, president of the 
Steamship Company, and by a 
number of others, owners, masters, and 
pilots of steam and satling vessels navigating 
Long Island sound, representing that the only 
light which has been maintained at Hart 
Island has been maintained at private cost; 
which being unreliable, and not under any 
responsible authority, is unsafe and of. bad 
prece dent and example. They pray that a 
light at this place (which every person who is 
in the habit of navigating the sound knows to 
be a very important point) be maintained by 
the Government. I move that this petition be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present thirty-two peti- 
tions from, I believe, as many different towns 
in the State of Vermont, and signed quite 
numerously by citizens of those towns, pray- 
ing for the repeal of the duty on salt. I 
move their reference to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS also presented the petition 
* Mary Armstrong, of Vermont, praying to 
be allowed a pension, which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the memorial of Charles 
W. Bradburg, of Vergennes, Vermont, 
of Francis Bradburg, deceased, praying in- 
demnitication for spoliations committed by 
the I’rench prior to the year 1801; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

He also presented the memorial of S. H. 
Richards and others, merchants, of Middle- 
bury, Vermont, heirs of Daniel Henshaw, de- 
ceased, praying indemnification for spoliations 
committed by the French prior to the year 
1801; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

He also presented the petition of Jane Dan- 
forth, praying to be allowed a pension ; which 


heir 


| was reterred to the Committee on Pensions. 


He also presented the petition of Joseph D. 
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MeNor e ail la pe 
i WAS 1 red the C ni tee on 1 


i » 7} ed the net mn of Il La 
iB p! y al i Lt pe 
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( praying to be a ed a pen 
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‘ 1’. 
H presented the petition of Luey Re 
‘ \ y i ) 1a 4 | ea W ch 
elerred Co mitte Bea ions 
Hew pyre se 1a | tion of Alva S. Me 
4 en and | othe oldiers in the 
e War, pra rthe} t act or 
lug t iidier ilors, and marines who served 
in the late war prior to September 23, 1865 
to their heirs. a bounty of S100 and one hun 
dred and sixty acres of om and equalizing 
the payment of hounties; which was referred 


to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Andrew. 


imendment t« 


He also presented the petition ot 
Myers and others, 
the pension laws extending the time within 


p wing an 


which additional applications may be made 
for drawing pension arrearages; which was 


“ 


re beeei ito the Committee on Pensions 

He also presented the petition of Lawrence 
Potter and othe , praying an amendment to 
the pension laws for the extension of the time 
within which to apply which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of citi 


zens of Kellersburg, Armstrong county, Penn- 


rpensions 


sylvania, praying the passage of an act granting 


to soldiers, sailors, and marines who served in 
the late war prior to September 22, 1863, or to 
$100 and one hundred 
of land, and causing equaliza 
tion in the payment ol bounties; which was 
referred to the —— on Military Affairs. 

M: LOGA N prese 


o} Lilinois, Ind 


their heirs, a bounty ot 
ana IXty acres 


ed petitions of cluzens 
a, hin. lowa, and Michigan, 
for the reduction of the tariff to a revenue 
basis and the repeal of the duties on salt, coal, 
and pig iron; which were referred tothe Com 
mittee no ban ance. 

Mr. W RIGH present 


d the petition of B. 
I, Kitt é nh use, pr 


aying compensation forextra 
services in preparing the estimates of appro 
priations from 1849 to 1863; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the memorial of Dr. J. 

Burtis, of Davenport, lowa, praying com 
pensation for injuries done to his hotel and 
property by the Government, or that the same 
may be purchased for Government purposes; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs 

Mr. RICE presented the petition of William 
B. Carter, of White county, Arkansas, pray- 
ing the removal of his political disabilities ; 
which was referred to the select Committee on 
the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. SAWYER presented the petition of the 
Board of Trade of Charleston, South Carolina, 
for the refunding of the tax paid on cotton 
during the years 1866, asses and 1868; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also present .. the petition of John F. 
Kern, of South Carolina, praying indemnifica 
tion for loss of property by French spoliations 
prior to the year 1801; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CORBETT. Lam requested by a lady 
to whom several protests have been sent, to 
present the protest or remonstrance of some 
eight hundred and fifiy-two women of the 
States of Ohio, Iowa, and Oregon, against 
the extension of suffrage to women. hese 
ladies embrace some of the most influential 
in the country, Mrs. P. B. Ewing, of Ohio, 
heading the petition from that State; Mrs, 
Senator Wright, wife of our distinguished | 
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colleague, heading the list from Iowa; and 


these ladies, not insensible tothe best interests 


of their sex, protest earnestly against the 
extension of suffrage to women. I] movethat 
this remonstrance be referred to the Commit- 


eon the Judic i ry. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. OSBORN presented a petition of mer- 
1 + 
chants and ship-owners, asking that a light- 


built at the entrance of Charlotte 
un . nta Rosa, on the west side of 
Florida; which was referred 

» the Con ntitss aa ymmerce. 
Mr. POOL pr ented the petition of 8S. W. 
Hill, of North Carolina, praying the removal 
of bis political disabilities: which was referred 


Harb yr, uve 
+} 


to the select Committee on the Removal of 
Politiesl Disabilities. 
He iso pres nted the petition of Martha 


a if North Carolina 


for losse 


. praying indem- 
ustained by French spoliations ; 
vhich was referred to the Committee on For- 
cign Relations. 

He also presented the petition of the heirs 
and legal representatives of the lat 
Wheaton, praying for the pay 
the Government 


Josey h 
stipulated by 
to those officers who served 
to the end of the revolutionary war; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Cinims 

Mr. SCOTT presented a petition of citizens 

* Pennsylvania, praying for the speedy pas- 
sage of the supplementary civil rights bill; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SCOTT. 


a number of 


| also present the petition of 
citizeus of Alleghany county, 
Pennsylvania, aus interested in transport- 
ation on the Ohio river. They state that 
under the act of July 14, 1862, allowing the 
construction of bridges across the Ohio river 
with channel-spans of only three hundred feet 
in width, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Company, in 1869, commenced the coustrue- 
tion of their bridge at Parkersburg at a point 
where the water-way was so narrow that the 
bridge contemplated would be fatally disastrous 
to the river commerce, owing to the abrupt 
bend and strong winding currents existing at 
that point; that owing to this improvident 
legislation allowing the location of the bridge 
at this point, these citizens, for the purpose of 
averting this disaster to their interests that 
would have ensued, contributed a sum of 
money, amounting to $30,000, to secure an 
additional passage-way under that bridge. 
They now state that this sum was contributed 
in the faith that a just Government would re- 
imburse its citizens the cost of saving them- 
selves from the injurious consequences of its 
own mistake, and they pray that it be reim- 
bursed, in the sums contributed, tothe P ersons 
whose names are given. I move that this peti- 
tion be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 
Che motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of D. 


J. Moore, of Alabama, praying the removal of 


his political disabilities; which was referred 
to the select Committee on the Removal 
Political Disabilities. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of 
citizens of Ohio, praying for the passage of 
the supplementary civil rights bill; which was 
ordered to lie onthe table. 

Mr. JOHNSTON presented a petition of 
Jane T. Simpson, of Virginia, heir, and for 
the co-heirs of Edward Durant, deceased, pray- 
ing indemnity for losses sustained by Frenca 
spoliations; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented the petition of Francis 
and Sarah Armistead, of Matthews county, 
Virginia, heirs of William Respass, praying 
indemnity for losses sustained by French spolia- 
tions; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. LEWIS presented the petition of a large 
| number of colored citizens of Virginia, pray- 
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ing for the passage of the oe ent 
ri ights bill; which was ordered ¢ 

tab le. 

Mr. HILL presented a petition of 
of Georgia, praying that the duty on es 
bolished; which was referred to the Com, 
tee on Finance. ra 

He also presented the petit ion of Wil} 
B. Kiddoo. of Georgia, praying for th 
moval of his political disabilities : which 
referred to the select Committee on the ] 
movalof Political Disabilities 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. I presi 
memorial of citizens of Connecticut, stating 
thar as the Governments of the United s 
and of Great Br | 
fundamental principles of international 
and equity, which they very much app 
they request Congress to exercise its lk citimat 
functions to induce all the other great Powe, 
to adopt similar principles. I move that ¢ 
memorial be reterred to the Committce 
Foreign Relations. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. STEVENSON presented a petition of 
citizens of Carrollton, Carroll county, Key 
tucky, asking that additional bountie and i | 
may be granted to soldiers who served j 
late war; which was referred to the Committ 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WINDOM presented a petition of citi 

zens of Mi inne sota, praying a modification of 
the law regulating the sale of st: amped envel 
opes by the Government; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post Offices and Pos 
Roads. 

Mr. THURMAN presented the petition of 
Samuel Rothacker and twenty-three other 
soldiers, of Richmond, Jefferson county. Ohio 
praying for equalization of bounty and 
bounty land; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

He also presented a petition of Jacob Shen 
kel and nineteen other soldiers, of Kast Lis 
erpool, Columbiana < ‘ounty, Ohio, praylng e 
equalization of bounty and bounty land ; 
was referred to the Committee on Mili itary 
Affairs. : 

Mr. COLE. I present the petition of Ma 
onchay & Co., and Parrott & Co., and others, 
very influential firms and business men of San 
Francisco, asking for a reduction of the duty 
on rice. I move its reference to the Commi 
tee on Tinance. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COLE. I have also a similar petition 
signed by a very large number of the Chinese 
firms of that city, some fifty or sixty of them. 
The petition gives the parucular number and 
the street in which they are doing business, 
and is a bona fide petition. They set forth 
the increase of the importation of that product 
within the last few years, and the further { 
that the tariff upon rice amounts to — one 
hundred to one hundred and fifty per 
They do not ask for an entire abolition of the 
duty upon this artiele, but simply a reduction ; 
and as it is an article of such common use 
among the poor and laboring people of the 

country, I can see no reason in the world why 
this duty should not bereduced. Indeed, I do 
not see for myself any good reason why the 
duty upon rice should not be entirely taken 
off. Ll move the reference of the petition to 
the Committee on linance. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair desires 
to state, that this may not be considered as a 
precedent, that by the usage of the Senate, 
repeatedly aftirme d, it has been decided that 
petitions trom foreigners cannot be rect ived, 
except through the State Department, the on ly 
medium by which we communicate with for- 
eigners. The Senator has stated that this 1s 4 
petition from Chinese firms. The Chair makes 
no objection, but he simply makes this state 
ment, so that this shall not be considered 4 
precedent. 

Mr. COLE. 
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referred to those residing abroad. These are 
cans doing business in our own country and 
pt de r our own laws. 
Vv ICE PRESIDENT. The Chair does 
make the object ion. If there be no obj yee: 
: i » petition will be referred to the Com 
mittee on Finance. : 
fr, COLE. I should like to have a ruling 
on that question. - 
Mr, POMEROY. We have generally ob- 
ed to receiving petitions from foreigners ; 
bo t how do we know that these persons are not 
Ma “ ‘OLE. We donot know that they are 
not. a are Chinese doing business in this 
Me,” TRUMBULL. I will ae if the 


' to yn represents them as foreigners? 


Pa COLE. No, sir, it does not. It rep 

rese nts them as Chinese merchants. 
TRUMBULL. If they are persons re- 

- a ¢ in the country, and nothing is suid about 


ejlizenship, I think it should be rec ‘ived. 

The V ic Ey PRESIDENT. The Chair spoke 

on the statement m: ade by the Senator from 
Califor nia, that they were Chinese firms, and 
ic well understood that such persons are not 
citizens of the United States. The Chair sim- 
ply mé ade this statement to avoid this being 
made a precedent in future Congresses, This 
petition, however, does not say anything about 
Chinese firms. The language is, ** your peti- 
tioners, importers and merchants engaged in 
the East India and China irade, and other 
residents of the Pacific coast.’ 

Mr. COLE. ‘The signatures are in the Chi- 
nese ( hirography, and of course cannot be mis- 

whee for any other. 

. VICK PRESIDENT. There are some 
ee rican signatures to the petition, but most 
of them are Chinese. 

TRUMBULL. I do not think that is 
within the rule we have established. Ido not 
see any obje ‘ection to the reception of the peti- 
tion myself. 

Mr. SUMNER. I submit that a petition 
from a resident of our Own country ought to 
bereceiv d, and it cannot come within the strin 
gency of the rule that has been adopted against 
etitions from foreigners residing abroad. 

Mr. SCOTT. A question of this character 
has generally arisen when petitions have been 
presented claiming personal or private rights. 
That the question may be made, as this peti 

ion is presented by those who are known to 
° foreigners praying for a modification in our 
revenue laws, I make the objection that it 
ought not to be received. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state that the rulings, so far as his recollection 
goes, as he examined this subject at some con- 
siderable length sometime since, refer to those 
who are subjects of foreign Powers; but Mr. 
Webster, Mr. Calhoun, and others who par 
ticipated in the ee debate in the Senate 
onthe subject when the rule was settled, did 
make the distinction already suggested, that 
persons, denizens of this country, though 
owing allegiance to a foreign Government. did 
have the right to petiiion in regard to their 
own pe sonal privileges, as to whether they 
were suffering outrages and wrongs. T hat 
matter came up in the debate. There was no 
ruling on that point; but the ruling was that 
those citizens of a foreign et owing alle- 
giance to a foreign Government, if they make 
aclaim asa matter of right, ia approach 
the United States through the State Depart- 
ment. But this petition “does embrace Amer- 
ican signatures; and, if no objection is made, 
it will be received and referred to the Com 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. SCOLrT. So far as the petition of 
American citizens is ¢oncerned | make no 
objection; but I did distinctly make the c bjec- 
tion to receiving the petition of foreigners 
asking legislation affecting our general reve- 
nue laws. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


If the Senator |. 
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objects to the reception of the petition now, 
the facts having been disclosed that there are 
citizens of the United States embraced amon; 
the petitioners, and itso states in the Laudheet 
‘other citizens of the United Stu: ates,”’ besides 
those engaged in this trade, then the Chair 
will submit the question to the Senate. 

Mr. COLE. ‘There is a preliminary ques 
tion to that. It does not appear that they 
are not citizens. It mere ly appears that they 
signed the petition in Chinese characters, and 
it may be them are native-born 
citizens of the United States, who bave grown 


that some < if 


up to be twenty one years of age or over, and 
there is no way in which you 
from the 


can determine 
petition itself whether some of the 
signers, at all events, are not citizens of the 
United States. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
remark of the Senator from 
the signers were Chinese 


It was only the 
California, that 
merchants, which 
fell upon the ear of the Presiding Officer, and 
lest in some future years his passing it over 
might be regarded a precedent be simply 
stated the case, and it is for the Senate to de 
cide. ‘lhe Senator from Pennsylvania objects 
to the reception of the petition, as the Chait 
understands, and the question will be for the 
Seuvate to decide whether they will receive 
and refer this petition. 

Mr. SAWYER. — I wish to ask the Senator 
from California whether there are any China 
men in that State who have been there long 
enough to be native-born citizens of the 
States. twenty-one years of age, 
parentage? 

Mr. COLE. I cannot answer 
l know of no indi 


United 
Chinese 


that question. 
vidual of that kind, but yet 
it is possible that such is the case. : 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Wi | the senator from 
Caliiornia allow me to inquire whethee it 
makes any difference whether a person is 
twenty-one years of age or not as to his ri 
to petition ? 

Mr. COLE. I do not suppose it does make 
any difference whatever, but some of the sign 
ers of this petition may be minors who were 
born in the United States. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It seems to me that the 
Chair has stated the distinction very properly. 
A resident of this country who has property 
rights, who buys 
country and of foreign countries, ought to 
have a right to petition Congress. This peti- 
tion, as I saw before it was sent up to the 


desk. asks us to abate 


ht 
Jul 


the duty on ri ‘e, which 

; / 1 by tl } 

ia gely cousumet y 1 lese peopie 

sroduct ion of a eign eoneey: I do not see 

any objeetio mn at all to allow) ¢ aChin aman to 

ask us to reduce the han ou riee. 1 hye Pes 
this petit yn will he 


and is the 


1s 


rece ve d and 
sent in the usual way to the Gommittee on 
linance. 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. 
Pennsylvania objecting to the 
petition . consequence of the 
been disclosed in this debate, 
Will the Senate receive it? 

Mr. SCOTT. Lam animated by no « pious 
ness in m uking this object On: but | really 
think that the distinetion whieh IT have stated 
ought to be 
eiguers colle here, 

idence for the purposes of trade, and de- 
sire to bring before the legislative b dies 
the country questions affecting simply their 
personal rights, we ought perhaps 
them, because we extend the protection of 
our laws to them; but when they come here, 
and before they become 
right to come before the legislative bodies of 
the country and by their opinions or their argu 
ments to influence its general legislation, I do 
not think that any courtesy or comity requires 
that we extend that privilege to them. We 
might for the same reason receive the 
of a ship-load of immigrants, the next day 
after their arrival here, to abridge the term of 
naturalization, and so we might receive peti- 


therefore, 


The Senator from 
reception of this 
facts whic h iave 


the question is, 


‘eserved; that is, that where for 
make this country their 


receive 


citizer claim the 


. petition 


and sells the produce of this 
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tions upon all features which foreigners might 
think wrong in our general legislation. In 
consequence of the names of Americans and 
Chinese being mingled, I have no desire to 
shut out this petition or anything that it con 
tains; but | do desire that this precedent shall 
not be set. 


Mr. CORBETT. Mr. 


‘ a +) t + } 
to me that this question reaches to a great 


extent. It is @ question whether petitions 
trom Boner trading in this coun try, beu Zz 


brand h esi 


President, it seems 


iblishments from foreign countries, 
from Sneland. from France, from Germany, 
represented in New York, should have a bear- 
ing upon our legislation. It seems to me that 
il wanld be for their interest to reduce the 
duties that we impose upon foreign articles 

| { should not be 
regarded. So far as the names of Americar 
citizens are embraced in this yy tition, Lthink 
that portion of it should be referred to the 
Committee on Finance without regard to the 
signatures of foreign citizens. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. Mr. President, 
Tam very much gratified always to see my 
friends in my house and to extend to them my 
hospitality; but when they come there I do 
not permit them to interfere in the manage 
ment of my affairs. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Presi 
dent, it seems to me that we are straining at 
a gnat and swallowing a camel. Here have 
been for years foreigners located in New York 
solely for purposes ot trade ; and they ha 
tributed their means to send out written or 
printed petitions to be circulated all over the 
country, sometimes signing 


and therefore their petitions 


Vecon 


them themselves, 
and sometimes not, We never refuse to re 
ceive such petitions; and vet bere we have a 
¥ laborers from China that come here to stay, 

Hk now not how jong, and they present their 
petillon and it 1s propos ed to re yect them. | 
think we should treat their petitions as fairly 
as petitions of any other class of pr ople who 
are residents of our country. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is, 
Will the Senate receive this petition ? 

The question being put, it was determined 
the athrmative. 
‘The petition being received, it was, on 
motion of Mr. Cost, referred to the Commit 
tee on Finanee, 


in 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Rep- 
resentatives were read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions: 

A bill (U1. Rt. No. 368) granting a pension to 
Rosanna Quinn: 

A bill (H. 
Margaret Lee: 

A bul (HL. It. No. 893) granting a pension to 
Elizabeth Ke 

A bill (H.R. No. 894) granting a pension to 
Josep " Mon tgom ery; and 

A bill (H. ik. No. 895) granting a pension to 
Hans ee Brien: 

The bill (H. R. No. 208) for the relief of 
the principal and sureties to the oflicial bend 
of Green W. Caldwell, late superintendent of 
the branch mint at Charlotte, North 
was read twice by it 


No. 892 


granting apension to 


Carolina, 
3 title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judie) 

The foll 


titles. ar 


owing bills were read twice by their 
id referred to the Committee on Pat 
ents: 

The bill (H. R. No. 896) to enable William 
Sellers and Colman Sellers to make applica 
tion to the Commissioner of Patents tor th: 
extension of letters-patent for an improvement 
in coupling for shafting ; and 

‘The bill (H. h. No. RUT ) for the relief ot 
Ira Buckman, jr. , 

The bill (H. R. No. 898) for the relief of 
Jecob Weart, collector of internal revenue 
fifth district of New Jersey, was read twice 
by its title, 
linance. 


The bill ( 


und referred to the Committee on 


H. R. No. 166) to amend ap act 
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entitled ‘‘An act te authorize protection to 
be given to citizens of the United States who 
may discover deposits of guano,’’ approved 


August 18, 1856, was read twice by its title, 


and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
i? af ‘ 
eCia tis 


UNITED STATES GEOLOGICA 
The VICE PI 


L SURVEY 
LESIDENT laid before the 


Senate the following concurrent resolution 

from the H of Representative which 

was referred to the Committee on Printing: 
Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 


printed fifty-five hundred copies of Professor F. B. 
Hayden’ preparatory report to the Secretary of the 


[nterior of the Lnited States geological survey for 
the year 1870, thirty-five hundred copies of which 

ill be for the use of the House of Representatives. 
fifteen hundred co; for the use of the Senate, and 
five hendred copies for distribution by the Smith- 


i Lustituti 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF NEBRASKA 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 

Senate the following concurrent 

from the House of Representatives; which 

wus referred to the Committe 


. . ) ' 
resoiutllon 


eon Py inting: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 
printed and bound, with plates and maps, one thou- 
and copies of the final report of the United St utes 
geological survey otf Ne } ive hundred copies 
of whi hall be for the use of the Secretary of the 
Interior, and flve hundred copies for distribution by 
the Smithsonian Institution. 


PAPERS LTHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. RA MSISY, il Was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of William 
M. Kimball be taken from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, it was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of Robert 


E. Brown, of lowa, be tuken from the files of the 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, it was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of IL. W 


Love be taken from the files of the Senate and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. POMEROY, it was 
Ordered, That the lega! heirs of Eli Moore, de- 
ceased, have leave to withdraw their petition and 
papers from the files of the Senate. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
Mr. RAMSEY 
Offices and Post 


from the Committee on Post 
lioads, to whom was referred 


the bill (H. R. No. 1) to revise, ¢ ynsolidate 
and amend the statutes relating to the Post 
Office Department, reported it with amend 


nents 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 75) to promote the construction of the 
Cincinnati and Southern railway, reported it 
without amendment 

Mr. TRUM e Committee on 

Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 853) to 1 ore the records of the 
United States courts in the northern district 
of Illinois, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. SPENCER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 251) to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to 

stablish and declare the railroad and peages 
of the New Orleans, Mobile, and Chattanoo 

Railroad Compan y, as hereafter construct 7 
a post road, and for other purposes,’’ approved 


March 2, 1868, reported it without amend 
ment. 








ULI ‘ . 
>| sta, | nto 


Mr. VICKERS, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
RK. No. 213) to authorize the issuing of a cer- 
tifieate of registry to the brig Michael and 
Ann, reported 1 without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 284) to establish 
a port of entry at Duluth, in the State ot Min- 
nesola, reported it without amendment. 


Mr. CORBETT. I am instructed by the | 


Committe eon Commerce, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No. 330) to issue an American 
register to he brig A. L. Palmer, to report 
it without amendment; and if there be no 
objection, I should like to have it put upon its 
eM E 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I think that had better 
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go over. I believe I have heard of that case 
before. 

Mr. CORBETT. I have a letter from the 
Secretary of the Treasury recommending it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator 
from Vermont, however, objects. Any Sen- 
ator can object at any stage, and if he persists 
in his objection the bill must go over. The 
letter will be ordered to be printed with the 
bill if the Senator wishes it. 

Mr. CORBETT. Very well; let it be | 
printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
be made, 

CHARGES AGAINST SENATOR CLAYTON. 


Mr. WRIGHT. The select committee ap- 
pointed to investigate charges against the 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Clayton] have 
instructed me to reportthe following resolution, 
and to ask for its present consideration : 


| 


That order will 


Resolved, That the committee appointed under 
the resqjjution of the Senate of the 9th instant, 
to investigate the charges aguinst Hon. PowrLi 
CLAYTON, have power to employ a clerk; and that 
there is hereby appropriated, out of the contingent 
fund of the Senate, the sum of $2,000. or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, to defray the expenses 


of said investigation. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. By the thirty- 
fourth rule it is provided that there shall be 
a ‘*committee to andit and control contingent 
expenses of the Senate, to consist of three Sen 
ators, to which shall be referred all resolutions | 
directing the payment of money out of the con- 
tingent fund of the Senate or creating a charge | 
on the same.’’ This, however, can be waived 
by unanimous consentand the Senate act on the | 
resolution at this time. The Chair has read 
the rule to the Senate, and if there be no ob 
jection the resolution will be regarded as hav- 
ing been read twice; and it is now before the 
Senate as in Committee of the Whole, open 
to debate on amendment. As it appropriates 
money out of the contingent fund, it must 
so through the same forms as a bill. If no 
amendment be proposed, the resolution will 
be reported to the Senate. 

The resolution was reported to the Senate, 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 


ISSUE OF CLOTHING. 
Mr. WILSON. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Military A ffairs, to whom was referred | 
the bill (S. No. 449) authorizing the issue of 
clothing to certain enlisted men of company 
B, fourteenth regiment of infantry, to report 
it back without amendment; and I ask that it 


be put upon its passage. \| 


By unanimous consent, the Senate, asin Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the | 
bill. It authorizes the Secretary of War to 
issue clothing in lieu of and equal in value to 
that lost by those enlisted men of company B 
of the fourteenth regiment of infantry, whose 
quarters in the barracks at Fort D. A. Russell, 
Wyoming Territory, were destroyed by fire on 
the morning of the 6th of February, 1871. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed forathird 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE, 

Mr. MORTON. Senate bill No 291, for 
the relief of the officers and crew of the United 
States ship Wyoming was, by mistake referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. I | 
move to discharge that committee from the | 
further consideration of the bill, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. | 

The motion was agreed to. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. RICE asked, and by unanimous con- | 
sent obtained, leave tointroduce a bill (S. No. | 
461) for the relief of the Memphis and Little 
Rock Railroad Company; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee 
on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS asked, and by unanimous 


| 
| 
| 


| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. | 


'| Public Lands, and ordered to be 


| ~ itis 
| No. 462) to amend : pocten ir y of the judiciary 
act, approved Septe »mber 25, 1789; whi — 
read twice by its title, referred to the (,... 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered | ba 
printed. F 
Mr. WILSON asked, and by unan); 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a } i Q 
No. 463) to enable the President to ann 
a Paymaster General of the Army; which Was 
read twice by its title, referred to the (, 
miitee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
printed. 
Mr. LEWIS asked, and by unanimous ¢ 


sent. obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S, No 
464) to change the times for holding the cirey;, 
aud district courts of the United States forthe 
western district of Virginia; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Comittee 
the Judicis ary, and ordered to be pri ited, 

Mr. SCOTT asked, and by unanimous eon 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
465) allowing outfit and yearly allowa; 
of clothing to the petty officers, sean 
ordinary seamen, landsmen, musiciat 1s, ‘ot Vs. 
mac hinists, firemen, and coal-heavers of the 
Navy; which was read twice by its tith 

Mr. SCOTT. I introduce this bill at the 
request of others, without committing myself 
tout. I move its reference to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. OSBORN asked, and by unanimons 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 

No. 466) donating certain property in St, 
Augustine, Florida, to the State for educa 
tional purposes ; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on Publi 
Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. POOL asked, and by unanimous con 
sent obtained, leave to introducea bill (S. No, 
467) to provide for the erection of a bui ilding 
suitable for the use of the United States courts, 
post office, and other necessary Government 
offices at Raleigh, North Carolina; which was 
read twice by its title. referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. THURMAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 468) to regulate criminal practice in the 
Federal courts; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous consen 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 469 
to define the rights of settlers upon the public 
lands of the United States; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
printed. 


| AFFAIRS IN LOUISIANA. 
|| Mr. BLAIR. 


I offer the following resolu: 

tion, and ask for its present consideration: 
Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Represe wa 
tives concurring,) That the Committee on Alleg 
Outrages in the Southern States be instruc rte i 
lal 


inquire without delay into the condition of af 
| in the State of Louisiana 


| The VICE PRESIDENT. This is a con- 
current resolution, and the Senator from Mis 
souri asks for its present consideration. Un 
less objected to, it is before the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 1 was requested by my 
friend, the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. 
West, ] who was obliged to go to the other end 
of the Capitol this morning, to ask that any- 
thing relating to Louisiana affairs might go 
over. I therefore in his name ask that the 
resolution lie over until to-morrow. ; 
| The VICEPRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont objects at the request of the Senator 
from Louisiana, not now inthe Chamber. The 
resolution will lie over. 


MILLE SAC RESERVATION. 
Mr. WINDOM. I offer the following reso 
lution, and ask for its present consideration : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be, and they are hereby, instructed to inquire as to 
| what legislation is necessary and proper, if any, ‘0 
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cee Minnesota, and what relief should in 
vation he extended to the bona fize white settlers 
equity . and that they report by bill or otherwise; 
ind that pending said investigations, the Secretary 
anthe Interior and the Commissioner of the General 


h the Indian title to the Mille Sac reser- 


Land Office are requested to suspend all action upon 


“1 lands, or upon the claims of alleged settlers 
thereto. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. This is a reso- 
lution of inquiry, and also asking the Depart- 
ment to suspend action, Is there objection to 
its present consideration ? / 

Mr. POMEROY. I think the resolution 
ought to go to the Committee on Military 
Affairs in the first place, at any rate. 1! 
Committee on Public Lands never take juris- 
diction of military reservations. 

Mr. WINDOM. ‘This is not a military res- 
ervation. 

Mr. POMEROY. 

Mr. WINDOM. 


What reservation is it? 
An Indian reservation. 

Mr. POMEROY. Has it been abandoned? 

Mr. WINDOM. There has been a treaty 
made with these Indians, and the question is 
whether they are entitled to any rights on that 
reservation now. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
we have not any jurisdiction. 

Mr. WINDOM. [I think it is; that is the 


The 


Unless it is public land | 


sstion to be settled. I think under existing | 
questi g | 


treaties it is now public land. 

Mr. COLE. Letthe resolution be read again. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection to its present consideration the 
question is on agreeing to it. 

The resolution was adopted. 

POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
hour has expired, and the bill (H. R. No. 380) 
for the removal of legal and political disabili- 
ties imposed by the third section of the four- 
teenth article of amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States is before the Senate 
as the special order, the pending question 
being on the amendment of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. SuMNER. ] 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, in opening 
this great question, one of the vastest ever 
presented to the Senate, I have had but one 
hesitation, and that is, merely with regard to 
the order of treatment. There is a large mass 
of testimony from all parts of the country, from 
Massachusetts as well as Georgia, showing the 
absolute necessity of congressional legislation 
for the protection of equal rights, which | think 
ought to be laid before the Senate. It was my 
first purpose to begin by presenting this testi- 
mony; but I have now changed my mind, and 


|} nor more than seve 


thereof, forfeit such charter or license, and any 
person assuming to use or continuing to act under 
such charter or license thus forfeited, or aiding in 
the same, or inciting thereto, shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. and 
shall be fined not less than 31,000 nor more than 
$5,000, and shall be imprisoned not less than three 
n years, and both the corporate 
and joint property of such corporation or association 
shall be held liable tor the forfeitures, fines, and 
penalties incurred by any violation of the first see- 
tion of this act. 

Sec. —. That the same jurisdiction and powers 
are hereby conferred, andthesame duties enjoined 
upon, the courts and officers of the United States, 
in the execution of this act, as are conferred and 
enjoined upon such courts and officers in sections 
three, four, five, seven, and ten of an act entitled 
*Anact to protect all persons in the United States 
in their civil rights, and to furnish the means of 
their vindication,” passed April 9, 1866, and these 
sections are hereby madea part of this act; and 
any of the aforesaid officers failing to institute and 
prosecute such proceedings herein required, shall, 
for every such offense, forfeit and pay the sum of $500 
tothe person aggrieved thereby,to be recovered by an 
action on the case, with full costa and such allow- 
ance for counsel fees as the court shall deem just, 
and shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and be fined not less than $1,000 
nor more than $5,000, 

Sec. —. That no person shall be disqualified for 
service as juror in any court, national or State, by 
reason of race, color, or previous condition of servi- 
tude: Provided, That such person possesses all other 
qualifications which are by law prescribed; and any 


| oflicer or other persons charged with any duty inthe 


| named, 


selection or summoning of jurors, who shall exclude 
or fail to summon any person for the reason above 
shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and be fined not less than 
$1,000 nor more than $5,000. 

Src. —. That every law, statute, ordinance, regu- 
lation, or custom, whether national or State, incon- 
sistent with this act, or making any discriminations 
against any person onaccount of color, by the use ot 
the word ‘‘ white,” ishereby repealed and annulled. 

Sec. —. That it shall be the duty of the judges of 


| the several courts upon which jurisdiction is hereby 


conferred to give this act in charge to the grand jury 
of their respective courts at the commencement of 
each term thereof. 


Mr. SUMNER. 


Mr. President, slavery, in 


| its original pretension, reappears in the present 


debate. Again the barbarous tyranny stalks 


|| into this Chamber, denying to a whole race 


[ shall devote to-day to a statement of the | 


question, relying upon the indulgence of the 
Senate for another opportunity to present the 
important testimony. I ask that the pending 
amendment be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment; which 
was toadd as additional sections the following: 


Sec.—. That all citizens of the United States, with- 
out distinction of race, color, or previous condition 
oi servitude, are entitled to the equal and impar- 
tial enjoyment of any accommodation, advantage, 
facility, or privilege furnished by common carriers, 


li¢ensed owners, managers, or lessees of theaters or 
other places of public amusement; by trustees, com- 
missioners, superintendents, teachers, or other offi- 
cers of common schools and other public institutions 
of learning, the same being supported by moneys 
derived from general taxation or authorized by law; 
by trustees or officers of church organizations, ceme- 
tery associations, and benevolent institutions incor- 
porated by national or State authority; and this 
right shall not be denied or abridged on any pretense 
of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 
Sec.—. That any person violating the foregoing 
Provision, or aiding in its violation, or inciting 
thereto, shall, for every such offense, forfeit and pay 
the sum of $500 to the person aggrieved thereby, to 
6 recovered in an action on the case, with full costs 
and such allowance for counsel fees as the court shall 
deem just, and shall also for every such offense be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon convic- 
tion thereof, shall be fined not less that $500 nor more 
than $1,000, and shall be imprisoned not less than 
thirty days nor more than one year; and any corpor- 
ation, association, or individual holding a charter 
or license under national or State authority violat- 
ing the aforesaid provision shall, upon conviction 


the equal rights promised by a just citizenship. 
Some here thought slavery dead. This is a 
mistake. If not in body, at least in spirit or 
as a ghost making our country hideous, the 
ancient criminal yet lingers among us, insist- 
ing upon the continued degradation of a race. 

Property in man has ceased to exist. ‘The 
humarr auction-block is departed. No hu- 
man being can call himself master, with im- 
pious power to separate husband and wife, to 


| sell the child from its parents, to shut out the 


| entry into the great possession. 


opportunities of religion, to close the gates of 
knowledge and torob another of his labor and 
all its fruits. ‘These guilty prerogatives are 
ended. To this extent the slave is free. No 
longer a chattel, he is a man justly entitled to 


| all that is accorded by lawto any other man. 


Such is the irresistible logic of his position. 
Ceasing to be a slave he became a man,whose 
foremost right is Equality of Rights. And yet 
slavery has been strong enough to postpone his 
Cruelly he 
was not permitted to testify in court; nor was 


he allowed to vote. More than four millions 


| of people, whose only offense was a skin wh ch 


| consent of the governed. 


| recognized. 
‘| that darkens the enjoyment of 


| vote, there are other rights without which | 


| had been the badge of slavery, were shut out 
whether on land or water; by inn keepers; by | 


from the court-room, and also from the ballot- 


| box, in open defiance of the great promises of 


our fathers that all men are equal in rights, 
and that just government stands only on the 
Such was im- 
pudent behest of slavery, prolonged after it 
was reported dead. At last these 
wrongs were overturned. The slave testifie 
the slave votes. ‘To this extent his equality 
is recognized. 


the 
crying 


EQUALITY BEFORE THE 


Much as it may 


LAW. 


3ut this is not enough. 


seem compared with the past, when ail was 
denied, it is too little, because a | is not yet 


The denialof any right is a wrong 
’ all the rest. 
Besides the right to testify and the right to 
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Equality before the Law; nor more nor less ; 
that is, that condition before the Lawin which 
all are alike—being entitled without any dis- 
crimination to the equal enjoyment of all in- 
stitutions, privileges, advantages, and conven- 
iences created or regulated by law, among 
which are the right to testify and the right to 
vote. But this plain requirement is not satis- 
tied, logically or reasonably, by these two con- 
cessions, so that when they are recognized all 
others are trifles. ‘The court-house and ballot- 
box are notthe only places forthe rule. These 
two are not the only institutions for its opera- 
tion. The rule is general; how then restrict 
it to two cases? It is, all are equal before the 
law—not merely before the law in two cases, 
but before the law in all cases without 


limita- 
tion or exception. 


Important asit is to testify 
and to vote, life is not all contained even in 
these possessions. 

The new-made citizen is called to travel for 
business, for health, or for pleasure, but here 
histrials begin. The doors of the public hotel, 
which from the earliest days of our jurispru- 
dence have always opened hospitably to the 
stranger, close against him, and the public 
conveyances, which the common law declares 
equally free to all alike, have no such freedom 
for him. He longs, perhaps, for respite and 
relaxation at some place of public amusement, 
duly licensed by law, and here also the same 
adverse discrimination ismade. Withthe anx- 
leties of a parent, seeking the welfare of his 
child, he strives to bestow upon him the ines- 
timable blessings of education, and takes him 
affectionately to the common school, created 
by law and supported by the taxation to which 
he has contributed, but these doors slam rudely 
in the face of 


the child where is garnered up 
the 


parent's heart. ‘*Suffer little children, 
and forbid them not, to come unto me;”’ such 
were the words of the divine Master. But 
among us little children are turned away and 
forbidden at the door of the common school, 


because of the skin. And the same insulting 


| ostracism shows itself in other institutions of 


science and learning, also in the church and in 
the last resting place on earth. 

‘Two instances occur, which have been men- 
tioned already on this floor; but their eminence 
in illustration of an unquestionable grievance 
justifies the repetition. 


CASE OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS. 

the well-known Frederick 
who, returning home after earnest 
service of weeks as secretary of the commission 
to report on the people of St. Domingo and 
the expediency of incorporating them with the 
United States, was rudely excluded from the 
supper-table, where his brother commissiouvers 
were already seated on board the mail steamer 
of the Potomac, just before reaching the Presi 
dent, whose commission he bore. 
if not agyravated, is made conspicuous by 
peculiar circumstances. Mr. Douglass is a 
gentleman of unquestioned ability and char- 


One is 
Douglass, 


case of 


This case, 


| acter, remarkable as an orator, refined in man- 


He was return- 
ing, charged with the mission of bringing under 
our institutions a considerable population of 
colored foreigners, whose prospective treat 
ment among us was foreshadowed on board 
that mail steamer. ‘I'he Dominican Baez could 
not expect morethan our fellow-citizen. And 
yet, with this mission, and with the personal 
recommendations he so justly enjoys, this re 
turning secretary could not be saved from out 
rage even in sight of the Executive Mansion. 


ners and personally agreeable. 


CASE OF LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR DUNN, 


There also was Oscar James Dunn, late Lieu 
tenant Louisiana. It my 
privilege to open the door of the Senate Cham- 
ber and introduce him upon the floor. Then 
in reply to my inquiry he recounted the hard 
ships to which he had been exposed in the 
long journey from Louisiana, especially how 
he was denied the ordinary accommodations 


Governor of 


Was 


|| Equality does not exist. ‘he precise rule is || for comfort and repose supplied to those of 








another skit [his denial is memorable, not 
oO from the ¢ but the character of the 
( Os bla life, he was an cxample 

\ Iie was poor, but could not be 

bought yibed Duty with him was more 
tha A 1 ne was offered for his 

alu purned the temptation. 

Ana this model character, high in the 

‘ fidence of his fellow-citizens and inthe fall 
enjoyment of political power, was doomed to 
iffer tne b ing influence which still finds 
support this Chamber. Ile is dead at last 
and buried with official pomp. The people 


counted by tens of thousands thronged the 
while | obseq s rroceeded An 
vijii i i jit pi i ° iu 
discrimina 1 wa for the time sus 


In life rejected by the conductor of 


a railway because of his skin, he was borne to 
hi last resting plane with all the honor “an 
nilli te i comm ( id pestow, Only in 
his cothn wi the ban of color litted and thi 
dead statesman admitted to that ¢ juality which 
is thneri t of all 

ns Res hi LICAN rroNn 

hese are fam nstanes but the ure 

ty If rede 1) rlass and Oscar Jame 
Dann could | mad ysuffer, how much must 
oll 3 be called to endure A] alike, the 
feeble, the invalid, the educated, the refined, 
vo! ‘ > shut ont fi n the 
ordina pri s of the steamboat or rail 
‘ id 1 into a vulgar sty with su 
and rude persous, where the conversation } 

thi ive the scene, and then again at 
the road are denied that shelter and 
hie ! rout ) tra lis imp 
byle Do y } this cor in wide pl idl 
( I { J y puncount d ramific itl mS 
throughout the whole land? With sorrow be 
{ id, rt | ( rywhere, even into Mas- 

chu 3 Not a State which does not need 

i co nh Lhe evidence is ou 
your tab hnumerou petitions. And there 
1 oth evidence, alrea ly prese nted by me, 
showing how individuals have suffered from 
this plain denial of equal ghis. Who that has 
a heart can listen to the story without indigna- 
tion and shame Who with a spark of justice 
to illumine hi ul can hesitate to denounce 
tne wrong? Who that rejoices in republican 
institutions will not help to overthrow the 
tyranny by which the y are degraded? 


I do not use too strong language when | 
expose this tyranny as a degradat 
lican ions; ay, Sir, in its 


Why is the 


on to repub- 
fundamental 
Declaration of Independ- 
Magna Charta? Not because it de- 
ration from a distant kingly power; 
lofty truth that 
natural con 


mstilut 
axiom, 

ence out 
CIAres BF pa 
bul beeca ise it announces the 
allure equalin rights, and as a 


sequence that just governuinent Stands only on 


i 

the consent of th and these are 
Here is the Ss ul of 
which a Re 
and nothing 


iblie if you will, but it is 


roverned, 
held to be self evident. 
republican institutions, without 
fuilure, a mere name 
more Call iba Ke) 
in reality a soulless mockery. 


equality in rights is not first of 


only the 


rights; itis an axiom of political truth. Bat 
An axiom, whether of ‘ence or philosophy, 
IS universal and without exception or limit- 


ac’ ording to the 
t 


and this i 


Ot its nature 


very law 
Is nO axioin to 
all white men are equal 
uX1om to announce with 
the same grandeur that all persons are equal 
in rights, but colored persons have no rights 
except to tesiily and vote. Nor is it a selt- 
evident truth, as declared, for no truth is self: 

Lhe assert d 
Declaration, 
making it a ridiculous sham, instead of that 

Magna Charta 

nobles, and all 
appear 


Lhe relore, i 
mnunounce grandly tha 


In rights, nor is it an 


evident which } i iniversal, 
limitation destroys the original 


sublime betore which Kings, 
rth must dis- 


dawn, 


inequalities ot 
as ghosts of night at the 
GREAT ISSUE OF THE WAR. 


Allthis has additional force when it is known 


THE 


CON 


declared by our fathers was the great issue of 
the war, and was so recognized by the leaders 
on both sides. Behind the embattled armies 
were ideas, and the idea on 
Equality in rights, which on the other side was 
denied. The Nation insisted that all men are 
ted equal; the Rebellion insisted that all 
men are created unequal. Here the evidence 
is explici 


our side was 


was an original pos- 
found final ex- 
ation of the selt- 
kecho- 
is, on kk 
1861. in that fare- 
among you heard, but 
Globe, made the 


lhe ineq iality ol me) 
tulate of Mr. Call! 
pression 1D the open denune 
evident truth as a “self-evident lie.’ 
ing this denunciation Jefferson Davy 


houn, whic ! 


ig the Si nate, January i 
well speech which some 


} 


which all may read in the 


issue in these words: 
“Tt has been a belief that we are to be deprived 
in the Union of the rights which our fathers be- 


queathed to us, which has brought Mississippi into 
her present decision. Nhe has heard proclained the 
theory that all imen are created free and equal, and this 


made the basis for attack upon her social institutions ; 
red Declaration of Independe nee has heen 
neaintain the position of the equality of the 
={ J Globe, p. 487, Lhirty-Sixth 
nd session. 


and the sa 
invoked to 
races,’ ssionad 


Congress, sec 
the chief rebel 
Abraham Lincoln, the 
ident, stopping at Independence 


The issue thus made by 
was promptly joined. 


‘ tects d Pres 


Hall, February 22, on his way to the national 
ata in unpre meditated words, thus inter- 


pret » Declaration: 

‘It was that which gave promise that in our time 
the weight should be lifted from the shoulders of all 
men, and that all should have an equal chance.”’ 

Mark, if you please, the 
utterance. Allareto have *faneqn 
aid **is the sentiment embodiel 

the D claration of Ind Then, 
in ccanle to Jetferson Davis, he proceeded: 


this 
il chance,’’ 


simplicity of 


pendence.” 


**Now, my friends, eu this country be saved on 
this basis? If itcan IL shall e ider myself one ot 
the happiest men in the world if i can help save it. 
lt it cannot be saved uponthat principle, will be 


truly awful. But if this country e¢ caee ae 
without giving up that principle I was about to say 
Il would rather. be assassinated on the spot.’’ 

Giving these words still further solemnity, 
he added: 

*Thave said nothing but what IT am 
live by, and, it it be the pleasure of 
die by.” 


willing to 
Almighty God, to 


And then before raising the nationak banner 
over the historic Hall, he said: 

“It is on such an oveasion as this that we ean rea- 
son together, realurm our devotion to the country 
and the principles of the Declaration of Independ- 
enee, 

Thus the gauntlet flung down by Jefferson 
Davis was taken up by Abraham Lincoln, who 
never for got the issue. 

Lhe rej was made by Alexander H. 
Stephen » President of the Rebellion,in a 

sasthon speech at Savannah, March 
21, 1861, when he did not hesitate to declare 
of the pretended govert ‘its found 
upon 
equ wl to 
Phen slorying rin this terri 
bie shame, he added: ** This, our new Govern- 
ment, is the first in the history of the world 
based upon the great physical, philosophical 
and moral truth. ‘This stone which was 
rejected by the first builders is become the 
chief stone of the corner.’ 

‘To this unblushing avowal Abraham Lincoln 
replied in that marvelous, undying utterance 
at Gettysburg, fit voice for the Republic, greater 
far than any victory, when he said: 


ut j der 
notl-lo am ik 


meni th: it 
atiuns are laid, its corner 
truth that the 


Man. 


“stone rests 
' 
fie great 


/ 


negro is not 


, ! 
he whit 


“Four score and seven years ago our fathers 
brought forth upon this continent a new nation, 
concetved in Liberty and dedicated to the proposition 


that all men are created equal,”’ 

Thus, in precise conformity with the Declar- 
ation, was it announced that our Republic is 
dedicated to the Equal Rights of all. and then, 
the prophet President, soon to be a martyr, 
asked his countrymen to dedicate themselves 


to the great task remaining, highly resolving, 


‘‘that this nation under God shal! have a new 


that this very axiom aud self-evident truth || birth of Freedom, and that government of the 
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people, by the people and for the people, shal 
not perish from the earth.’ 

The victory of the war is vain withont +. 
grander victory through which the Renyhi.; 


dedicated to the axiomatic, self evident ¢ 

declared by our fathers, and asserted }y Al 

ham Lineoln. 
All this is so plain that it is difficult to q 

it. What is the Republic if it 

loyalty 2? What is the 

coextensive with the Republic. if fellow, 

izens counted by the million ean be shu: 

trom equal rights in travel, in recreation, 


fails it 
national Governn: 


education, and in other things, all contributiys 
to human necessities? Where is that greg: 
promise by which the ** pursuit of happiness 
is placed with life and liberty, under the gaj 
guard of axiomatic self-evident truth? Wh re 
is just ice if this ban of color is ne yt promptly 
removed? 


TWO EXCUSES. 


The two excuses show how irrational and 
utterly groundless is this pretension. Thoy 


preteusion itself, One 
ti on 13 ot 


are on a par with the 
is that the que society and not of 
rights, which clearly a misrepresentation : and 
the other is that the separate arrargements 
previded for colored persons —, a sul 
stitute for equality in the nature of an equi 
lent; all of which is clearly a contriv: ince a 
not a trick, as if there could be any equivali 
for equality. 
NO QUESTION OF SOCIETY. 
Of this first excuse it is 
with patience. It is a 
ation, and wherever 
treated as such. 
who does not 
seeking to in 


difficult to speak 
simple misreprese 
shows itself must 
There is no colored pers 
resent the Luput 
trude himseif 


ation that h 


- ay 
Socially anywhere 


Ihis is no que suion of society ; no question ot 
social life; no question of social equalily, 
if anybody knows what this means. ‘lhe 


object 13 simply K quality before the law, a 
term which e X} ylains itself. Now, as the law 
does not pre sume to create or re gulate social 
relations, these are in no respect affected by 
the pending measure. Each person, whether 
Senator or citizen, is always free to choose whi 
shall be his friend, his associate, his guest. 
And not the ancient proverb dec 
that a man is known by the company he keeps? 
But this assumes that he may choose for him 
self. His house is his ** castle ;’’ and this very 
designation, borrowed from the common law, 
shows his absolute independence within its 
walls; nor is there any difference, whether it 
be palace or hovel; but when he leaves his 
vastle’’ and goes abroad, this independence 
isatanend. He walks the streets; but he is 
— to the prevailing law of quality ; vor 
van he appropriate the sidewalk to his own 
exclusive use, driving into the gt itter all whose 
skin is less white than his own. But nobody 
pretends that Kquality in the highway, whether 
on pavement or sidewalk, is a question ol 
society, And, permit me to si Bay» that Equality 
MG 


} 
aoes 


in all institutions created or ulated by law, 
is as little a question of 

Inthe days of Slavery, it was ai: o 
charge, that Hmancipation was a measure o! 
social equality and the same charge became 
a cry at the successive efforts for the right to 
testify and the right to vote. At each stage 
the cry was raised, and now it makes ltsell 
heard again, as you are called to 
crowning safeguard 


S¢ crely ° 
: . 
ft-reneated 


assure Ulls 


EQUALITY NOT FOUND IN EQUIVALENTS. 

Then comes the other excuse, which tn 
Equality In separation. Se 
arate conveyances, separat 


schools. separate insiitutions of learn 


part te hotels, 


» theaters, separa 


thurches. and separau 
. ] a p . + 


artifical subsutu 


scl hee, separate ¢ 
eteries —these , 
Equality; and this is the contrivance by whic 
a transce sndent right, involving a tr eur reli dent 
duty, is evaded ; tor quality is not only aright 
but a daty. 

How vain to argue that there is no denial of 


are the 
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sa 


y where, 
tlon ol 
q vali yy 
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law, a 
the law 
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wheth 
pose who 
onest 


ul 
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nial of 


1872. 


Eq | Ri g} hts whe n this separ ition 1s enfore red. 
: tute is invariably an inferior articie. 
Therefore, it is 
ouality. Atbestitis an equivalent only ; 
equivalent is equality. 

ne thing for a white person and anoth 


je Sui 


D e anv Sy pator de ny it? 
Separation im- 


a colored person; but equality is 
There can be 
nothing but itself. 
cdatious are the same, as 


il have the same alike. 
tute for equa ity j 3 

if accom 

ly they ure not, there is no equi ality y. 

e proce gs of substitution the vital elixir 
It is lost and cannot be 
vered; for quality is four nd only i in kx yual- 
NG ugh t but itse it cau be its pi ain | on 


uutors undertake to find paralle!s in 


und eseupes. 


\xcuming what is most absurd to assume, 

i what is contradicted by all experieii ee, 

it a sub titute ean be an equivalent, it is so 
only and notin reality. Hvery such 

mpt 3 an indignity to the colored race, 
net with the spirit of Slavery, and this 
iocides its character. It is Slavery in its last 
wppearance. Are ae ready to prolong the 
reful tyranny? lhe ligion and reason con- 
enn Caste asimpious andunchristian, making 





blican institutions and equal laws impos- 
but here is Caste not unlike that whieh 
rates the Sudra from the Brahmin. Pray, 
sir, who constitutes the white man a Brah 
Whenee his lordly tle? Down to a 

i it pe riod in KMuroy e th e Jews were driven 
toherd by themselves separate from C hristians ; 
hut this discarded barbarism is revived among 


us in the ban of color. ‘There are millions 
of fellow ellizens gulity of no offense except 
the dusky livery of the sun appointed by the 


} 


heaveuly Father, whom you treat as others 
have treated the Jews, as the Brahmin treats 
idra. But pray, sir, do not pretend that 

this is a preal equality promised by our 
” arraigning this attempt at separation as 
; Is say nothing new. |’or years I have 
nounced itas such, and here | followed good 
horities, aswellasreason. Alexander Von 
Humbo ie speaking we the negre as in Mexico 
when Slavery prevailed, called them a Caste. 
A recent politica ae idical writer of france 
ises the same term to denote not only the dis 
oe in India, but that in our own coun- 
iry, es —— referring to the exclusion of 
ildren from the common schools as 
among ‘*the humiliating and brutal distinc- 
tions” by which their Caste is characterized. 

Charles Comte, Traité de Legislation, Tome 
V. pp. 129, 445.) The principle of separa 
tion on the § ee of hereditary inferiority is 
the distinetive essence ot Caste ; ; but this is the 
siiean which lifts itself in our country, cry- 
ing out, **f am better than thou, because | am 
white. Get away !’ 

THE REMEDY. 

Thus do I reject the two excuses. Kut | 
do not leave the cause here. I go further and 
show how consistent is the pending measure 
with acknowledged principles, illustrated by 
undoubted law. 

The bill for Equal — is simply supple- 

entary to the existing Civil Rights Law, 
which is one of our greatstatute sof pei ace, and 
(stands on the same re quireme uts of the Con- 
stitution. If 
juestion, as cannot be doubted, then also is the 
supplementary amendment, for itis only the 
complement of the other, and necessary to its 
completion. Without the amendment the 
original law is imperfect. It cannot be said, 
according to its title. that all persons are pro- 
tected in their civil rights, so long as the out- 
rages | expose continueto exist; nor is Slavery 
entirely dead, 

No doubt the supplementary law must oper- 
ate, not only in national jurisdiction, but also 
in the States, precisely as the Civil Rights Law. 
Otherwise it will be of little value. Its sphere 
wust be coextensive with the Republic, mal: | 


ing the rights of the citizen uniform every- 


the Civil Rights Law is above ; 


But this can be only by one uniform 
safeguard sustained by the nation, 


where. 


An enlightened public opinion must be in 
voked. But this will not be w 7. The 
COURTESY Wi | v i id ol Lt aw, tf re 
ers sine . b Ineasure {tj * nd 
humanity. bu e luw is needed now au 
help to public opinion. It is needed by the 
very people whose present conduct makes it 
necessary. Promp Lily the law, lea Ing on 
ti ie law. they will re “Ov! ize the equal rights 
ol “all; hor do | Gespalr ot hailit 5 puylic 
opinion, which shall st Wap the dt hal OF Lhese 
rights as an outrage not unlike slavery itself. 


Custom and _ p: tronage will then be sought in 
} } 
obeying the law. Peop enerally are little 


better than actors, for whom it was once said : 


“Ah! let not censure term our fate our eboice, 

The stage but echoes back the public voice; 

Lhe drama’s laws, the drama’s patrone give; 

lor we that live to please must plea se to live.” 

Inthe absence of the law people please too 
often by inhumanity, but with tid law teaching 
the lessou of duty, they w lI } lease by Oppose 
conduct. ‘Thus will the law be an instrument 
of improveinent, necessary in proport 1on to 
existing prejudice. Because people still please 


, therefore mnust the re be i coun- 


by inhumanity 
teracting force. ‘This precise exigency was 
foreseen by Rousseav, remarkal ise as writerand 
thinker, in a work whie tartled the world 
tihinker, a a WOrk which startled the worid, 
when he said: 

“Tt is precisely because the foree of things tends 
always to destroy equality that the force of legisla- 
tion enic always teud to maintain it.’’—Contrat 
Social, Liv. LI, chap. 11. 

Never was atruer proposition; and now let as 
see the cases for its application. 
PUBLIC HOTELS. 

I begin with publie hotels or inns, because 
the rule with regard to them may be traced to 
the earlie: t peri iod of the common law. Inthe 
Chronicles of Holingshed, written in the r 


of Queen Ilizabeth, isa chapter ‘* OF our Inns 


rr) 
ith 


and [ ala ares,’ wheretheinn, whichisthe 
original te rin tor hote lis ce cribed as *° builded 
for the receiving of such travelers and stran- 

‘TS US puss LO and fro;’’ and then the chron 
rah r. boasting of his own country as compared 
with others, says “* every man may use his inn 
as his own house in Mnglanud.*’ Chronicles, 
Description of England, Book IL, chap. 16, p. 
$44, London ed., 4tiv., 1807.) The law of Eng 
land was in confurmity with this boast. ‘The 
inh was open to ‘every man,’ and this rule 
has continucd from that early epoch, anterior 
to the settlement of our country, down to this 


day. Theinnisa public institution, with well- 


known rights and duties. Among the latter 
is the duty to receive all paying travelers de 
cent in appearance and conduct, wherein 1i i 
distinguished from a lodging-house or boar 
ing-house, which is a private concern, and not 
subject to the obligations of the inn. 

kor this statement | might cite authorities 
beginning with the infancy of the law, and not 
ending even with a late decision of the Superior 
Court of New York, where an inn is defined 
to be ‘ta public house of entertainment for all 
who chases to visit it,’’ which differs very little 
from the deseripiive words of Holing pa 

The summary of our great jurist, Mr. Justice 
Story, shows the law: 


l 
} 
i 


An inn kee per is bound to ta tke in all trare lers 
rnd wayfaring persons and to entertain them, if he 


can accommodate them for a reasonable compensa- 
tion.”’ ‘ : ” ; “Tf an innkeeper im- 
properly refuses to receive or provide for a guest, 
he Is liable to pe indicted theretf ae" — Worry ‘gs Com- 
entartes on the Law of Bailmenta, 2 476. 
Chaucellor Kent states the rule briefly but 


with fulluess and precision : 


‘An innkeeper cannot lawfully refuse to1 ive 
guests to the extent of his reasonabl ymoda 
tions, nor can he impose unressonabie terms upon 


ae 


them.’ —ent 

This great authority says aguln, quoting a 
decided case: 

‘Innkeepers are liable to an action if the 
to receive u guest witbout Just cause. ihe tun- 
keeper isseven indictable for the relusal, iW he 
has room in his house and the guest behaves 
' properly.’’—J/bid., p. 996 


»y refuse 
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And Professor Parsons, in his work on Con- 
tracts, sO familiar to lawyers and students, 


. 
Ile cannot so refuse unless his house is full and he 
tually ul le to receiy them, And it on false 
retense he refuses he is liable to an action.”’—/% 


ihe importance of this rule in determining 
present duty will justi!y another statement in 
language of a popular Enevelopedia: 

‘One of the incidents of on innkeeper is, that he 
{ ope rhiash setoall travelers without dis- 
re resh ent, 

er, a caer ‘ ea tf POSSkERS , provided 
the person who applies is of the de scripti mofa 
traveler and able and ready to pay the customary 
hireand is not drunk ov disorderly or tainted with 


infectious disease.”’—Chambers's Eney opadia, arti 
; / 


i, cnel RUS HO Option lo res use such 


And the Encyclopaedia adds: 
“As some compensation for this pulsory h 
tality the innkeeper is allowed certain privéleges,’» 
Thus is the innkeeper under constraint -of 
law, which he must obey: 
all | 
ean he impose uureasonable terms upon 
them; and liable to an action and even to 
an indietment for refusal. Such‘is the | law. 
With this peremptory rule opening the doors 
of inns to all 


‘bound to take in 
‘3 and wayfaring persons ;'’ ‘nor 





travelers, without distinet , to 
the extent of authorizing not only an aan 
but an indictment for the refusal to receive a 
traveler, it is plain that the pending bill is 
only declaratory of existing law giving to it 
the sanction of Congress. 

PUBLIC CONVEYANCES. 

Public conveyances, whether on land or 
water, are known to the law as common ear: 
riers, and they, too, have obligations not unlike 
those of Inns. Conemen carriers are grouped 
with innkeepers, especially in duty to passen- 
vers. Here again Mr. Justice Story is our 
“au hority: 

The first most general Ree gh me on their partis 
to carry passengers with all reasonable diligence 
whenevel tes y olfer seamen ives and are re ady to pay 


i v their transportation. J'his res ults from their set- 


ting themselves up, like innkeepers and « ymmon car- 


riers of goods, for a econunon public emploument, on 
hive. ‘They are no more at liberty to refuse a pas- 
senger, if they have sufficient room and accommo- 
dations, than un innkeeper is to refuse suitable 
room and accommodations to a guest.’’— Story, 
Bailinents, 2 O91. 

Protessor Parsons states the rule strongly: 

‘It is hisduty to receive a// passengers who offer; 
to carry Liem the whole route; to demand no more 
than the usual and established compensation: to 
treat all passengers alike; to behave to all with civil- 
ity and peeeeeen to provide suitable carriages and 


meansof tra : 


sportation. , . * “And 
for the def vult of his servants or agents in any of 
the above particulars, or generally in any other 
points of duty, the carrier is directly responsible as 
well as for any circumstances of aggravation which 
attended the wrong.’’—Parsons on Contracts, p 225. 

The pending bill simply reénforees this rule, 
which wiih yut Con *rTeSs ought to be suflicient. 
But since it is set at ne anes by an odious dis- 
crimination Congress must interfere. 

PHEATERS AND PLACES OF PUBLIC AMUSEMENT 

Theaters and other places ot public amuse- 
ment, licensed by law, are kindred to inns or 
public conveyances, though less noticed by ju- 
risprudence. But, vn heir prototypes, they 
undertake to provide for the public under sane- 
tion of law. They are public institutions, 
egulated if not created by law, enjoying priv- 
ileges, and in snaeiiaintis thereot, assuming 
duties not unlike those of the inn and the pub- 
lic conveyance. From essential ree ison, the 
rule should be the same with all. As the inn 
cannot close its doors, or the public convey- 
ance refuse a seat to any paying traveler, decent 
in condition, sO must it be ‘with the theater 
and other places of public amusement.  Llere 
are institutions whose peculiar object is the 
‘‘pursuit of happiness,’’ which has been placed 
among the equal rights of all. How utterly 
rational the pretension Lo outrage # large por: 
tion of the community. ‘The law can lead 
itself to no such intolerable avsurdity, and 
this, L insist, shall be declared by Cong: 
COMMON SCHOOLS. 

‘The common school falls uaturally into the 
same category. Like the others, it must be 





ne 
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open to all or its designation isa misnomer and 
a mockery It is not aschool for whites ora 
school for klacks, but aschool for all; inother 
words a common school. Much is implied in 
this term, according » which the school 
monizes with the other institutions alread 
mentioned. It isaninn where children rest 
the road to knowledge It is a public convey 
ance where children are passengers. It is a 
theater where children resort for enduring rec 
reation. Like the others, it assumes to pro 
vide for the | iblic: therefore it must be opeu 
to all: nor can there be any ex lusion, ¢ xcept 
on grounds equally applicable to the inn, the 


theater. 


ah 


publie conveyance, and the 


But the « gher char 


mmon ¢& OO: DA 

acter. Its object isthe education of the young, 
and it is sustained by taxation to which ail 
contributs Not only does it hold itself out 
to. the publ by name and it harmony 
with the other institutions; but it assumes 
the place of parent to all child ren wil hin it 
locality, bound always to a parent’s wat ul 
care aud tenderness, which can know no d 
tinction of child. 

It easy to see that the separate school 
founded on an odious discrimination and some 


times offered as an equivalent for the common 
echool, isan ill lisgu | violation of the prin 
ciple of Equality, while asa pretended equiva- 
lent it is an utter failure and instead of a 
pt ya irlish step mother. 

x light iilustration will show how it fails 
and here | mention an ineid nt occurring in 
Washington, but which must repeat itself where 
ever Cpa i i i alte n pte i Colored chil 
dren, living near what is called the common 
school, driven from its doors, and com 


pelled to walk a considerable distance, often 
trouble sme and in certain conditions of the 
weather diflicult, to attend the separate school. 
One of these children has suffered from this 
exposure, and [| have myself witnessed the 
emotion of the parent. This could not have 
oceurred had the child been received at the 
common hool in the neighborhood. Nos 

it is idle to assert that children compelled to 


this exct plional j yurneying to and fr )», are in 
the enjoyment of e yual rights The super- 
added pede and its attendant discom- 
fort furnish the ire of inegq vality im one 
of its form 3, increased by the we 


health of the child. Wha 


ings of a colored father or 


inianism 
mea 
akness or ill 
must be the fee] 
mother daily wit- 
to the demon of Caste? 

ion merely, but it 
vy impossible it is for a 


nessing this snerifice 

his is an 
pre cisely ho 
} 


illustrat show 
separat' 
e the equiv: ilent of the common 
And yet it only touches the evil with- 
out exhibiting its proportions. The indignity 
offered to the colored child is worse than any 
compulsory e xP osure, and only the 
child suffers, but the race to which he belongs 
is blasted _ the whole community is hard 
ened in wrong. 

Che separat 
of the common school, 
( qually open to all; 
§] tent 


school to 


school 


? 
nere not 


inasmuch as it 1s not 
and since this is incon- 
Ww ith the de clare d rule of repub lie ‘an 
institutions, such a schoo! is not republica: 1in 
character. ‘Therefore it & preparation 
for the duties ef life. The child is not trained 
in the should go; for he is trained 
under the ban of ins re How can he grow 
up to the equal citizenship ? He is 
pinched and dwarfed while the stigina of color 
1s stamped upon him. This is plain eppres- 
sion, which you, sir, would feel keenly were 
it directed against you or your child. Surely 
the race ensiaved for generations has suffered 
enough without being compelled to bear this 
prolonged proscription. Wil! not the R: publie, 
8 emed by most costly sacrifice, ir sist upon 
justice to the children of the land, makin g the 
common school the benign example of re pub- 
lican instiqutions where merit is the only ground 
of favor. 


Nor is separation without evil to the whites. 


is no! 


way he 


tature of 


» school wants the first requisite 


should be stifled. The Pharisaism of race 
becomes an element of character, when, like 
all other Pharisaisims, it should be cast out. 
Better a kindly nature 
and the Such should 
ated by the lips 


even than knowledge is 


sentiment of equalit 


SS ee 


! 
| life. 
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and inseribed on the heart: but the school 
itself must practice the lesson. Children || 
learn by example more than by precept. How 


precious the example which teaches that all 
are equal in rights. But this can be only 
where all com ningle in the common echool 


mmon Ciliz ‘There is 


asin c nship. no sep- 
arate ballot-box. There should be no separ- 
ate school. It is not enough that all should 
be taught alike; they must all be taught 
together. They are not only to receive equal 
quantities of knowledge, butall are to receive 
it in the same way. But they cannot be 
taught alike unless all are taught together 
nor can they receive equal quantities of 
knowledge in the same way, except at the 
common school. 

‘] he common school is important to all 3 but 


to the colored child it is anecessity. Exclud- 
ed from the common school, he finds himself 
too frequently without any substitute. Often 
there } hool. But even where a separate 
school is planted it is inferior in character. 
No matter what the temporary disposition, the 
will 


no se 


separate school not flourish as the com- 
mon school. It is but an offshoot or sucker 
without the strength of the parent stem. That 
the two must differ is seen at once, and that 


this difference 
is equally appare nt. For him there is no as- 
lucat except in the common 
where he will be under the safeguard 
of all. White parents will take care not only 
that the common school is not neglected, but 
that its teachers and means of instruction are 
the and the colored child will 
of this watehfulness. This 
the irresist- 
common school as the 
without distinction of 


surance of e ion 


schor 2 


best 
have the 


decisive Cc 


possible, 
benefit 
nsideration completes 
argument for 
equal parent ot 
color. 

Ifto him that hath is given, according to the 
way of the world, it 1s not doubted that to him 
that hath not there is a positive duty in pro- 
portion to the necessity. Unhappily our col- 
ored fellow-citizens are in this condition. But 
just in proportion as they are weak and not 
vet recovered from the degradation in which 
they have been plunged, does the Republicowe 
its completest support and protection. Already 


the 


ible 


} 
ail 


| & component part of our political corporation 


they must become part of the educational cor- 
poration also, with Equality as the supreme law. 
OTHER PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 

It is with humiliation that | feel bound to 
insist upon the same equality in other public 
instituuions of learning and science, also in 
churches and in the last resting-places of the 
dead. So far as any of these are public in 
character and organized by law, they must 
follow the general requirement. How strange 
that any institution of learning or science, any 
church or any cemetery should set up a dis- 
crimination so utterly inconsistent with correct 
principle. But Udo not forget that only recently 
a colored officer of the national Army was 
treated with indignity at the communion-table. 
To insult the dead is easier, although con- 
demned by Christian precept and heathen 
example. 

Among the Romans degradation ended with 
life. Slaves were admitted to honorable sepul- 
ture, and sometimes slept the last sieep with 
theirmasters. The slaves of Augustusand Livia 
were buried on the famous Appian Way, 
where their tombs with numerous inscriptior 1S 
have survived the centuries. ‘* Bury him with 
his niggers.’’ was the rude order of the rebel 
officer, as he flung the precious remains of 
our admirable Colonel Shaw iuto the common 
trench at Fort Wagner, where he fell mount- 
ing the parapets at the head of colored troops. 


r . 7 . 
The prejudice of color is nursed when it || And so he was buried, lovely in death as in 


| closing the school, barring the hotel, exe) 


is adverse to the colored child | 


|| p. 299, edit. Bigelow. ) 


| repeated the 


| conveyance, the theater, 


trated by 
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The intended insult became an hono; 
In that common trench the young hero resis 
symbolizing the great Equality for which 4. 
died. No Roman monument 
viator to the passing travele 
age in piled stones,’’ can 
that simple burial 
PREJUDICE OF 
Mr. Presideut, against these cone lusion 
there is but one argument, which, when 
sidered, is nothing but a prejudice, as 
rational as what Shylock first calls hig ‘hy 
mor’’ and then ‘‘a lodged hate aad @ cert: 
loathing,’’ making him seek the pound of flesh 
from out the merchant’s heart. It is the ppe. 
judice of color which pursues its victim jy, 


All the 
long pilgrimage trom the cradle to the gr 


h he 
with Its Nios 


r,no ** labor 
match in 


COLOR, 


8 


Con- 





ave, 


ing from the public conveyance, insulting 
the theater, shutting the gates of science » nal 


playing its fantastic tricks even in the c| urch 
where he kneels and the grave where his dys: 
mingles with the surroundingearth. ‘The God 
given color of the African is a constant offense 
to the disdainful white, who, like the pretey. 
tious lord, asking Hotspur for prisoners, cay 
bear nothing so unhandsome ‘betwixt th, 
wind and his nobility.’’ This is the whole cas, 
And shall those equal rights, promised by the 
great Declaration, be sacrificed to a prejudice 
Shall that equality before the law, which is the 
best part of citizenship, be denied to those wh 
do not happen to be white? Is this u white 
man’s Government, or is it a Government o! 
‘*all men,’’ as declared by our fathers?  [s jt 
a Republic of equal laws, or an oligarchy of the 
skin? This is the question now presented, 

Once Slavery was justified by color, as now 
the denial of Equal Rights is justified, and the 
reason is as little respectable in one case as in 
theother. The old pretension is curiously illus 
an incident in the inimitable aut 
biography of Franklin. An ante-revolutionary 
Governor of Pennsylvania remarked gaily that 
he much admired the idea of Sancho Panza, 
who, when it was proposed to give him a 
government, requested that it might be of 
**blacks,’’ as then, if he could not agree with 
his people, he might sell them, on which 
friend said, ‘* Franklin, why do you continue 
to side with the damned Quakers? Had you 
not better sell them?’’ Franklin answered, 
‘*The Governor has not yet blacked them 
enough.’ ‘he autobiography proceeds to say 
that the Governor *‘labored hard to b/ sli 
the Assembly in all his messages, but they 
wiped his coloring as fast as he laid it on and 
placed it in return thick upon his own face, 
so that finding he was likely to be negrojied 
himself, he grew tired of the contest and quitted 
the Government.” (Franklin, Autobiography, 
To negrofy a man was 
to degrade him. 

Thus in the ambition of Sancho Panza and 
in the story of the British governor, was col 
the badge of Slavery. ‘* Then I can sell them, 
said Sancho Panza, and the British Governoi 
saying. This is change now: 
but not entirely. At present nobody dare say, 
‘*T can sell them ;’’ but the inn, the commo! 
the school, the scien 
tific institute, the church, and the cemetery 
deny them equal rights. 


Color has its curiosities in history. | 
| generations the Roman circus was convulsed 
by factions known from their ene as whilt 


| 
j 
‘ 


= red, green and blue, and these same color 


‘aged with redoubled fury in the hip Pe drome 
of Constantinople. Then came blucks and 
whites in the political conteutions of italy, 

rhere the designation was from tie 
of aname. In England the most beautiful o! 
flowers, in two of its colors, became the ba 
of hos tile armies, and the white 
agal nst the red. But it has beeu reserved ior 
our Republic, dedicated to the rights of human 
nature, to adopt the color ot “the skin as the 
sign of separation and to organize it in law. 

Color in the animal kingdom is according 
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law of nature. The ox of the Roman 
mpagn is gray. The herds on the banks 
¢ she Nanthus were yellow, on the banks of 
a C tumnus they were white. In Corsica 
animals are spotted. The various colors of 
= » human family belong to the same mystery. 
) re are white, yellow, red, and bl ick, with 
termediate shi ades. but no matter what their 
a they are always MEN, gifted with a com- 
mon manhood and entitled to common rights. 
Dr. Jonson made short work with the famous 
naradox of Be rkley, denying the existence of 
rye his foot on a stone, he ex- 
claimed, ‘1 re fute it thus.’’ And so in reply 
o every pre tension against the equal rights of 
to every assertion . right founded on the 
skin, to every denial of right because a man 
*< something else a white, I point to that 
mmon mi anhood, which knows no dis‘ine- 
' yy of color, and thus do I refute the whole 
inhuman, unchristian paradox. 


} 
Ie 
i 


is 


THE WORD “ WHITE.” 

Observe, if you please, how little the word 
‘white’? ig authorized to play the great part 
it performs, and how much of an intruder it 
‘sin all its appearances. In those two title- 
deeds, the Declaration of Independence and 
the Constitution, there are no words of color, 
whether white, yellow, red, or black; but 
ere is the fountain out of which all is derived. 
The Declaration speaks of **all men’’ and 
not of ‘tall whtte men ;’’ and the Constitu 
tion says, ‘*Wethe people,” and not ‘*We 
the white people.’’ Where, then, is the au- 
thority for any such discrimination, whet! rer by 
the nation or any component part? There 
is no aa iin or word for it. The fountain 
fuiling, and the word non-existent, the whole 
pretension is a disgusting usurpat ion, which is 
more utterly irrational, when it is conside a 


| 


that the authority for such an outrage can be | 


found only in positive words, plain and unarm- 
biguous in meaning. This was the rule with 
regard to Slavery, and it must be the same 
with regard to this pretension. 
invented, imagined, or implied; it must be 
found in the very text; and this I assert ac- 
cording to fixed principles of jurisprudence. 
in its absence, Equality is the supreme law of 
the lavid, ‘‘and the judges in every State shall 
be bound thereby, anything inthe constitution 
or laws of any State to the contrary notwith- 
standing.”’ 

This conclusion is reénforced by the consti- 
tutional amendment abolishing Slavery ; but I 
pre fer to dwell on the original text of the Con 


| sidered. 


| eighths white blood, but 
(| colored and gs 
It cannot be | 


stitution, in presence of which you might as | 


well undertake to make a king as to degrade 
a fellow-citizen on account of his skin. 

There is also the original common law, ante- 
dating and interpreting the Constitution, which 
knew no distinction of color. Oneof the great 
est judge 3th iat ever sat in Westminster Hall, 
Lo or rd Chief Justice Holt, declared in senten- 
tious judgment, worthy of perpetual memory, 

‘The common law takes,no notice of negroes 
“ ing different from other men. ” (Smith vs. 
Gould, 2 Lord Raym., 1274.) This was in 1706, 
seventy years before the Declaration of Inde 
pendence, so that it was well known to our 
fathers as part of that common law to which, 
according to the Continental Congress, the 
several States were entitled. (Story ; Com- 
mentaries on Constitution, Vol. 1, 2 199 note. ) 
Had these remarkable words been ‘ettered by 
auy judge in Westminster Hall, they would 
have been important, but they are e aeane d 
by the character of their ‘ilastzious author, to 
whom belongs the kindred honor of first declar- 
ing from the benci that a slave cannot breathe 
in England. 

Among the ornaments of English law none 
hasa purer fame than Lord C hief Justice Ho! It, 
who was emphatically a great judge, being an 
example of learning and firmness, of impar- 
tiali ty and mildness, with a constant instinct 
for justice and a rare capacity in upholding it. 

ig eminent merits have arrested the admira- 
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1} 
| 


adi nissible wit 


' 


| filled, and the 


tion of his biographer, Lord Ca 
does not hesitate to say, that ‘of all judges 
in our annals Holt bas gained the h and st rep- 
utation, merely Dy the | ( 

tions,’’ and then 
that ‘‘he may be considered as having a 
genius for magistracy, as much as our Milton 
had for poetry or our Wilkie for — ting. °° 
(¢ aos ls Live: —_ Chief Justices, Vol. 
IT, pp. 118 and 13 sD, Apa this veret magis 


trate tells us j idic ally, ‘*that the 


ry ll. who 


exercise of judicial fune- 


again, in striking words 


common law 
f negroes being different from 
in other words, it makes no dis 
crimination On account ne color. This judg 


Constitution 


takes no notice « 
other men;”’ 


ment is a torch to illumine the 
while it shows how naturally our fathers in the 
great Declaration said, ‘‘a.l men,’’ and not 
‘all white men,’ and in the Constitution said, 
‘sWe the people,’’ and not ‘*We the white 
pe ople. 

In melancholy contrast with the monumental 
judgment of the English Chief Justice, are 
judicial decisions in our own country, espe- 
cially that master-piece of elaborate inhuman 
ity, the judgment of our late Chief Justice in 
the Dred Scott case. But it is in the States 
that the word ‘‘white’’ has been most con 
Such learned debate on the rights 
of man dependent on complexion, would ex- 
cite a smile, if it did not awaken indignation. 


There is Ohio, a much-honored State, rejoicing || 


in prosperity, intelligence, and ¢ mnstant libe rly ; 
but even th is ;emi ient¢ iviliz ition has not ss aved 
its supreme court from subtleties of refine- 
ment on different shades of human color. In 
the case of Lake vs. Baker et al., (12 Obio 
Rep., 237,) this learned tribunal decided that 
a child of negro, Indian, and white blood, but 
of more than oue half white, was entitled to 
the benefits of the common-sehool fund. But 
in & later ease the same — decided that 
‘‘children of three eighths African and five | 
who are distinetly | 
nerally treated and regarded as 

colored children by the community where the V 
reside, are not, as of right, e1 - -d to admis 

sion into the common schools set apart for the 
instruction of white youths.’’ (Camp vs. Board 
of Education of Logan, 9 Ohio State Rep., p. 
406.) Unhappy e ren! Even five eighths | 
white blood ild not save them, if in their | 
neighborhood they were known as ‘‘ colored.”’ 
But this magic of color showed itself yet more 
in the precedent of Polly Gray vs. The tate 
of Ohio, (4 Ohio Re; Puyo 53,) a case of robber 
where the prisoner, appearing on inspection 
‘to be ofa sha ers f color between mulatto and 
white,’’ a negro was admitted to testify against 
her, and she was convicted; but on grave con- 
sideration by the whole court, it was decided 
that the witness was wrongly admitted, and 
the judgment was rever ed: and the decision 

j 


stands on these words: **A negr 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


» is not au 
a quadroon on 
Into this absurd 


ness ag sinst 
trial eharged with crime 
ity of injustice was an Seidinat tribunal con- 
ducted by the ignis fatuus of color. 

These are specimens only. ‘To what mean 
ness of inguiry has not the judicial mind de- 


| scended in the enforcement of an odious preju- 
| dice ? 


Such decisions are 2 discredit to Repub 
lican Gove rninent, and so also is the exist 
ing practice of public institutions in harmeny 
with them. The words of the gospel are ful- 
great Republic ** conceived in 
liberty and dedicated to the propositi yn that 
all men are created eq val,”’ becomes ‘like 
into whited sepuichers, which, indeed, appear 
beautiful outward, but are within full of 
dead men’s bones and of all uncleanness.’’ 
(Matth., chap. xiii, v. 27.) Are not such 
decisions worse 


1 


than dead men’s bones or any 
uncleanness? All this is more irrational when 
we recall the divine example, and the adino- 
nition addressed to the prophet: ‘ But the 
Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his coun- 
tenance, for the Lord seeth not as man seeth ; 
for man looketh at the outward appearance, | 
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but the Lord looketh at the heart.”’ 


(1 Sam 
; . 
uel, chap. xvi, v. 7.) To the pr 


tension of 


looking at the skin and measuring its vari- 


ous pigments in the determin ition f rights I 
reply that the heart and not the counieuance 
must be our gnide. Not on the skin ean we 
- ik, though **whiie’’ as the coward heart 


Macbeth, according to the re proach of bis 
wife; but on that within constituting character, 
which showed itself supreme'y in Toussaint 
L’ Ouverture, making him though black as 
night a luminous example, and which is now 
manifest in a virtuous and patriotic people 
asking for thei rights. Where justice prevails 
all depends on character. Nor can any shade 
of color be an apology for interference with 
that consideration to which character is justly 
entitled. 

hus it stands. The word ‘‘ white’ found 
no place in the original common law, nor did 
it find any place afterward in our two title- 
deeds of constitutional liberty, each interpret- 
ing the other, and being the fountain out of 
which are derived the rights and duties of the 
American citizen. Howthen can it become 
a limitation upon the citizen? By what title 
can any one say, ‘‘T am a white lord?’ 
Every statute and all legislation, whether na- 
tional or State, must be in complete conform- 
ity with the two title-deeds. ‘l'o these must 
they be brought as to an unerring touchstone, 
and it is the same with the State as with the 
nation. Strange, indeed, if an odious dis- 
crimination, without support in the original 
commen law or the Constitution, and openly 
condemned by the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, can escape judgment by skulking within 
State lines. Wherever it shows itself, what- 
ever form it takes, it is the same bare-faced 
and insufferable imposture, a mere relic of 
Slavery to be treated always with indignant 
contempt and trampled out as an unmitigated 
‘*humbug.’’ The word may not be juridical. 
[ should not use it if it were unparliamentary ; 
but I know no term which expresses so well 
the little foundation for this pretension. 

CITIZENSHIP. 

That this should continue to flaunt now that 
Slavery is condemned, increases the inconsist- 
ency. By the decree against that wrong all 
semblance of apology was removed. Ceasing 
to be a slave the former victim has become not 
only aman, but a citizen, admitted alike within 
the pale of humanity and within the pale of 
citizenship. As aman he is entitled to all the 
rights of man, and as a citizen he becomes a 
member of our common household with equal- 
_ as the prevailing law. No longer an Afri- 

‘an, he is oil American; no longer a slave, he 
is a component part of the Republic, owing to 
it patriotic allegiance in return for the protec- 
tion of equal laws. By ineorporation with the 
body-politic he becomes a partner in that 
transcendent unity, so that there can be no 
injary to him without injury to all. Insult to 
him is insult to an American citizen. Dis- 
honor to him is dishonor to the Republic itself. 
Whatever he may have been, he is now the 

same as ourse ‘Ives, Wur righ ts are his rights ; ; 
our equality is his equality; our privileges and 
immunities are hisgreat possession. Toe njoy 
this citizenship, people from afar, various in 
race and complexion, seek our shores, losing 
here all distinctions of birth, as, into the 
ocean all rivers flow, losing all trace of origin 
or color, and there is but one uniform expanse 
of water where each particle is likeevery other 
particle and allare subjectto the same law. In 
this citizenship the African is now absorbed. 

In ancient times the ery, ‘‘l am a Roman 
citizen,’ arrested the scourge of the lictor; 
and this ery, with its lesson of immunity, has 
resounded through the ages, tesufying to 
Roman greatnes Once it was on the lips of 
Paul, as appears in the familiar narrativ 

‘And as they bound him with thongs, Paul sajd 


unto the centurion that stood by, I; it lawful for 
you to scourge a man that isa ?°™"an and ungon- 


| demned ? 





iA 
} 
a 
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“When the cent heard that, he went end 
told the ving, J heed what thou 
ae Ay f 1, after he 
knew vf e hi i 
I mad i ( < é 

\\ i I Sen 
ators it the scourge 
may not continue to tall on a whole rac 
each one ot whom i in Am ican and uncon 
dewned? Isour citizenship a feebler safeguard 
than that of Rome? i @ ¢ y, ** lam an 
American citizen, ye Va 1 in vain against 
outrage ¢ 

i . I ¢ 

Mr. Presiden i to unit ow in 
an act of justice »an I pressed race, 
being only a small 1 nent of that heavy 
debt acenmulated | of wrong, | 
am encouraged by ng measure ol 
amnesty, which has the advantage of bein 
recommended in the President's annual me 
Fuge. I regret lat the time, that the P 
dent signalized by his favor t remova 


and rebels 


ruck at the Re lic, while he said 


disabilities impos ed upoualew thous 
who had ¢ 
nothing of ernel disabilities u flicted ipon 
millions of colored fellow-citizens, who had 
been a main-stay to the national cause. But 
I] took courage wh 
erosity prop sed © — not fail t yquicl ken that 
sentiment of justice 1 | now invoke. 
Toward those a ane 1e Republic in 
war I have never entertained any sentiment 
of personal hostility. Never have I sought 
the gre hment of any one; and I rejoice to 
know that our bloody rebellion closed without 
the sacrifice of a single human life by the civil 


en I thought that the gen 


power. But this has not surprisedme. Early 
in the war [ predicted it in this Chamber. 
And yet, while willing to be gentle with former 
enemies, while anxious not to fail in any len- 


ity or generosity, and while always watching 
for the moment when all could be restored to 
our common household with equality as the 
prevailing law, there was with me a constant 


duty, which I could never forpet, to fellow- 
citizens, white and black, who had stood by 
the Republic, and espe to those large 
number rs, counted by the million, still suffer- 
ing under disabilities, ha r their origin in 
no crime, but more Kk iy Lhan any im- 
posed upon rebels. Ueheving that duty to 


these millions is fo l t, and that until they 
are assured in equal rights we cannot expect 
the tranquillity which all desire, nay, sir, we 
cannot expect the biessings of Almighty God 
upon our labors, I bi 
of justice to the coloredrace. Sucha measure 
can never be out of order or out of season, 


being of urgent necessity and unquestionable 
charity. 
There are strong reasons why it should be 





united with amnesty, especially since the latter 
is pressed. Each is the removal of disabili- 
ties, and each is to operate largely in the same 
region of country. Nol ody sincerely favoring 
generosity to rebels should hesitate in justice 
to the colored race. According to the maxim 
in chancery, ‘‘ Whoso would have equity must 
do equity.’’ Therefore, rebels seeking am- 
nesty must be just to colored fellow-citizens 
seeking equal rights. Doing this equity they 
may expect equity. 

Another reason is controlling. Each is a 
measure of reconciliation, intended to close 
the issues of the war; but th se issues are not 
closed unless each is adopted. Their adoption 
together is better for eac ch, and, therefore, bet- 
ter for the country than any separate adoption. 
Kindred in object, the y should be joined to- 
gether and never put asunder. It is wrong to 
se ayes them. Hereafter the rebels should 
remember that their restoration was associated 
with the Equal Ri; ght s of all, being contained 
in the same great statute. 

Clearly between th two the preéminence 
must be accorded to th; at for the Kqual Rights 
of all, as, among the virtues 


ig forward this measure | 


THE CON 


| their doors. 


|} a succor to th 
| grandeur in an « 
| rights of all the same as our own, 


generosity. And this isthe more evident when 


itis considered, that, according to Abraham 


Lincoln, the great ue of the war was Human 
quality. 

In making tl tion by which these two 
measures a1 ed, | seize the first oppor- 
tunity luction of my bill more 
than two y wo of securing for it the atten- 
tion of 15 nd this is wih mea 
sentiment « ly necertainties of life 
I would 1 r for a day the discharge of 
this imme »bligation to fellow-citizens 

sult d and o; d, nor would | p IStpo! 
that much de i harmony which can be 

re \ 1 this of justice. The 
opportu y Ot tahiniwe value, and L dare not 
neglect it M: regret that Leannot do 
nore to pre inon the Senate. I wish I 
c | ish Lt were more able to 
shibit 1¢ } luty. But Tecan try, 
and sh i attempt fail fam not without 
hope tha y be ma le in some other form, 
with ime i ivi ive from thi disc ission. 
I trust thet it ll net fail. Isarnestly, con- 
lidently | pea » the Senate for its votes. 
Let the reeord be made at last, which shall | 
be the Cay one otthe ree ynstructed Republic. 
I make this apy | for the sake of the Senate, 


which will rejoice to be relieved fey ym. a pain- 
ful discussion; forthe sake of fellow-citizens 
whom I cannot for t; and for the sake of the 
ee ublic now dishonored through a denial of 
jus 1 make it in the name of the great 
Declaration, and also of that Equality before 
the Law which is the supreme rule of conduct, 
to the end especially that fellow-citizens may 
be vindicated in the ‘* pursuit of happiness,’’ 
according to the immortal promise, and that 
the angel Education may not be driven from 
[here is beauty in art, in litera- 
ture, in science, and in every triumph of intelli- 
gence, all of which I covet for my country; but 
there is a bigher beauty still in relieving the 
poor, in elevating the downtrodden, and being 
There is true 
mple of justice, making the 
and beating 
down prejudice, like Satan, under our feet. 
Humbly do I pray that the Republic may not 
lose this great prize or postpone its enjoyment. 


Mr. VICKIRS. [tis not my purpose, Mr. 


yr 
S 
| 


oppresse . 


President, to follow the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Sumner] in the remarks 
which he has made, because his amendment 
is not only not germane to the subject-matter 


properly before the Senate, but is 60 palpably 
unconstitutional that [ consider it unnecessary 
to make any comment upon it. He under- 
takes, by this amendment, absolutely to forfeit 
charters granted by the State governments, 
as well as by the national Government. It is 
so clearly itutional in its prominent 
features that hot now consider it, but 
shall proceed to speak on the subjec t before 





the Senate, which is the bill eet relief 
from political disabilities to the southern 
people. 


Mr. President, the 
which produced the 
entirely by its 

should the character of it be described as a 
revolution in the ‘ardinass sense of destroying 


causes and influences 
war should not be judged 


| one Government to erect another upon its 


ruins; to set aside or displace one set of rulers 
to substitute others; not of the character of 


|| the revolution in Mexico and other South 


justice is above | 


American republics ; not such as that which 
occurred in Englandand in France, which eul- 


| minated inthe dethronement and execution of 


their kings. 1 am not to be understood as jus- 
tifying or‘appré ving secession, for I mourned 
over it as for lost children ; but I am endeavor- 
ing to state the southern view of the charac- 
ter of the conflict as a truth of history without 
a gloss; and I do this with a view of bringing 
the mind to a proper consideration of the cir- 
cumstances and the condition in which we are 
now placed, that from this stand-point we may 


igedies and results; neither | 
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| different States, it was contended by s 





January 15 


the more plainly see and perform our dy; 

the c country, to the southern people, and , 

ourselves. iii 
lt will not be denied that the So ith not 

believed that the Federal Governmen! ' 

of limited and specitic powers, but that +, 


. roe : . : 
Constitution had been vi lated 1h the 


by several ot the States to surrender tyo 


held to service, and by the imposition py 
Government of | ; 


high protecting a ities 
portations for the benefit of sectional jyto, 
ests. These were some of the complaints a, 

allegations of that section; The pe ee 
educated poe icaHly in that faith, and torn 


s, and the attempt 
carrying sle we p 


pl 
years these su Lye Cc 
hibit them from 
the Territori 
discussed in Congress, in their State 
tures, and in public assemblies. At one): 
the doctrine of nullification had obtained 
a strong hold upon the public mind 0; 
South as to hold the peace of the count 
state of vibration. It may not be alt 
unprofitable to revert to the teachers and te, 
ings of the fathers of the Constitution, 4 
thei urconte: mporar ies and successors, upon ma 
ters of such gravity. 

When the subject of the adoption of the € 
stitution was before the conventions of! 


} 


3, were freqi lently and 


i.eg 


i 


| the ablest and most eloquent opposers 


that the Confederation was sutticient for 
necessary and essential purposes; that it had 
united us in our struggles for liberty, and had 
furnished men and means to conduct the 


Var 


to a glorious termination ; that patriotism and 
| a sense of common danger were ties strong 
enough to bind the States against a common 


| enemy, and that they needed no sated P 


cal organization for defense or prog | 
Switzerland was a confederacy consisting 0 
dissimilar governments ; > at that republic 
stood in its integrity for four hundred years, 
though several of the individual re publics wl 
composed the confederacy were democrati 
others aristocratic; and that they had, thus. 


stituted, braved the power of France an . Ge 


many during that long and eventful | d— 


|| this they had done in the ne ahah 


powerful nations, headed by a a and 
warlike monarchs; that our country, separated 
by the expanse of ocean from the Old World 
with its anti-republican kingdoms and empires, 
and each State possessed of republican ins 
tutions, could certainly, under such advantage: 
maintain a confederacy forall useful and de 

ive purposes, ‘They were unwilling to make any 
further surrender of political power ; and those 
who did so took every prec aution, as they 
lieved, to limit and specify the powers of the 
Constitution, and to preserve the sovereign 
and reserved rights of the States against a 
encroachment and invasion. 

It was conceded by the writers of the 1 
eralist, and by others of eminence, that it w 
to be a Government of delegated and speciti 
powers. The practical question afterward 
arose, how were the States to be prote: 


| against encroachments by the administrators 


of that Government; each is sovereign, witii 
iis own jurisdiction and powers. Alexander 
Hamilton said in the seventy-eighth number 
of the Federalist, ‘‘ There is no position which 
depends on clearer principles than that every 


| act of a delegated authority contrary “wr 
| tenor of the commission under which it is 


exercised is void. No legislative act, ie 
fore, contrary to the Constitution can be valid. 
To deny this would be to affirm that the dep uty 
is greater than his principal; that the servaut 
is above his master; that the Representatives 
of the people are superior to the people thea: 
selves.’’ Mr. King, of Massachusetts, afte! 
ward of New York, i is reported to have said 
in the C onvention, ‘It was of the nature of 4 
commission given by the several States for 
performing acts of ageneral nature, which 10 
one State was separately competent to do. 
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| ' 
duty to In 1792 the Federal and anti-Federal parties '| with Mr. Hayne, of the subject of nullification, || it relating to this domestic institution, cor- 
and were more distinctly organized, growing out || or the right of a single State to annul an act || rectly quoted the language of one of the ori- 
‘fine construction of the Constitution in refer- || of Congress, said that an unconstitutional law || ginal amendmeots to that instrament, that ** the 
\t : oo to the extent of the Federal powers, and || was not binding. but that it did not rest with 


"3 Gf 


it | 


Stror 


OMmoy 


* pou 


S83 bat 


ting of 


8 whi i 
OCTralic, 
Hus COn- 
id Ger- 
er} d— 
ood of 
us and 
parated 
W orld, 
mpires, 
nN insti- 
ntages, 
defens- 
ake any 
d those 
hey be 
ot the 
vereign 
inst al 


1e Ie 1- 
t it was 
specili 
erward 
otecte 
strators 
within 
xanider 
Lumber 
» which 
t every 
to the 
h it is 
there- 
» valid. 
deputy 
servant 
tatives 
 them- 
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) do. 


for all 
it had 
nd had 
the War 
sm and 


which have ever since been the subject of earn- 
jet and serious discussion and contention. The 
~ wer of the Federal Government soon became 
. bie-t of controversy. 0 early as 1794, 
General Washington, then President, sent a 
message to Congress upon what was Calledthe 
aky insurrec ion, in which he stated that 


qa sudjec 


wh 


Ct . “ s . 46 . ° 
laws laying duties upon spirits distilled within 


the United States, and upon stills, had from 
she time of the commencement of those laws 
pxisted in some of the western parts of Penn- 
eylvania. ‘The peace of the Union being again 
disturbed, Mr. Madison, in 1812, ina message 
to Congress, stated that a secret agent of the 
British Government was employed in certain 
States, more especially at the seat of govern- 
ment in Massachusetts, in fomenting disaffec- 


‘ion tothe constituted authorities of the nation, | 


and in intrigues with the disatfected, for the 


purpose of bringing about resistance to the || 


jaws, and eventually, in concert with a British 


force, of destroying the Union and forming the || 
easiern part thereof into a poiitical connection || 


with) Great Britain. 


In 1814, when it became necessary to raise | 


troops for the defense of the country, Governor 
Strong. of Massachusetts, said, ‘* ‘lhe Govern- 
ment of the United States is founded on the 
State governments and must be supported by 
them. 
powers the State governments are, to many 
purposes, interposed between the Government 
ofthe United States and the people.’’ ‘* The 
State Legislatures are the guardians, not only 
of individuals, but of the sovereignty of their 
respective States, and while they are bound to 
support the General Government in the exer- 


cise of its constitutional powers, it is their | 


duty to protect the rights of the States and of 
' . 9 
their constituents.”’ 


Mr. Gore, a distinguished Senator from the 
same State, said, ‘*'lhe government of each | 
State is equally sovereign, with respect to every | 


power of an independent State, which it has 
not delegated to the General Government, or 


which is not prohibited to the separate States | 


by the Constitution, whether the militia—the 
peculiar force of a State, and that which is to 
protect and defend it—is called forth by the 
rederal Government according to the pro- 


visions which the States made in delegating | 


power to this Government, must be a question 


between two sovereign and independent gov- | 


ernments, and on which there is no tribunal 
authorized to judge between them.’’ Mr. 


Lloyd, of that State, concurred in the views of 


Mr. Gore, and Mr. Ward, a Representative in 
the House from the same State, said, **Though 


the Federal Government cannot claim any | 
power by implication, yet this cannot be said | 
It is fair to infer | 
what they meant to reserve in one case by | 


of the State governments. 


what they refused to give in another; and 
had the people of Massachusetts been told 
that Congress would have power to raise 
regular armies, by the new Constitution, 
agalnst the opinion of their State Legislature, 


for foreign conquest, or any other purpose, | 
and their sons or themselves thrust into the | 


ranks under command of United States offi- 
cers, and be subject to martial law, and the 
discipline and severity of a camp, they would 
have given it no consideration, but rejected it 
at once; they would have said, as the people 


of Virginia did on a less warrantable occasion, || 


‘We will secede ‘rom the Union and be under 
the protection and government of a hundred 
thousand free and independent citizens.’’’ Mr. 
Utis, of Massachusetts, in a report upon the 
subject, stated that ‘*it is as much the duty of 
the State governments to watch over the rights 
reserved, as of the United States to exercise 
the powers which are delegated.”’ 


mbinations to defeat the execution of the | 


In the arrangements of the different | 


a resolution or law of a State 
decide whether an act of Congress be or be not 
| constitutional, and contended that the Supreme 
Court of the United States i 
to which the great souther: 
** questi yns of sover ignty are not the proper 
subjects of judicial investigation. They are 
much too large and of too delicate a nature to 
be brought within the jurisdiction of a court of 
justice. Courts, whether supreme or subordin- 
ate, are the mere creatures of the sovereig 
power, designed to expound and carry into 
effect its sovereign will. No independent 
| State ever yet submitted to a judge on the 
bench the true construction of ua compact be- 
tween itselfand another All courts 
may incidentally take cogniz ince of treaties, 
where rights are claimed under them; but 
who ever heard of a court making an inquiry 
into the authority of the agents of the high 
contracting parties to mate the treaty 
| itg terms bad been fullilled, 


Legislature to 


Was tae umpire: 


| 1; ] 
er replied, tha 


on 


Vereen 
hein 





, Whether 


become void on account of a breach of its con- 
ditions on either side ?’’ 

These declarations of Mr. Hayne seem to 
correspond essentially with the opinions ad- 
vanced by Mr. Gore and Mr. Ward, before 
quoted, and show the views and opinions of 
great men upon vital constitutional issues. 
They doubtless were honestly entertained. 
What, then, was the natural tendency and effect 
upon the mind of the country, and especially 
of the southern portion of it? Themasses at 
| that period must have been impressed with these 
views, the weight of which preponderated in 
favor ofthe NewLngland doctrine,as promulged 
by Governor Strong, Mr. Gore, and others, es- 
pecially when we revert to the Virginia and 
Kentucky resolutions of 1798 and 1799, which 
expressly asserted State sovereignty, and de- 
nied the jurisdiction of any court to determine 
the nature or the measure of State authority or 
mode of redress. 

Those celebrated resolutions of two gallant 
and powerful States may have constituted the 
platform of the old Democratic party of that 
day in the South and Southwest. Subsequent 
events and more extensive observation and 
reflection induced Mr. Madison and others to 
modify, to some extent, their opnionsas to a 
peaceful solution of a difficulty between a 
sovereign State and the General Government; 
but I am speaking of the early tutilage of the 
people by the great leaders of the party, en- 
forced, as before stated, by some of the prom- 








inent l‘ederalists of New England atthe critical 
periods of the embargo and the war, and | ask 
Senators, after such lessons from such eminent 
tutors, whether so much astonishment should 
have been excited at their natural results? 
But, coming down to a later period, I pre- 
mise that the Constitution of 1787 recognized 
the existence of slavery as an institution pro- 
tected by its provisions, and entering into the 


the House of Representatives. ‘To secure the 
owners, the following is a portion of the fourth 
article: ‘* No person heid to service or labor 
in one State, under the laws thereof, escaping 
into another, shall, in consequence of any law 
or regulation therein, be discharged from such 
service or labor, but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom such service or 
labor may be due.’’ Mr. Madison, in the 
fifty-fourth number of the l’ederalist, correctly 
stated that ‘‘the Federal Constitution there 
fore decides with great propriety on the case 
of our slaves when it views them in the mixed 
character of persons and of property.”’ 

But in August, 1852, the honorable Sen- 
| ator from Massachusetts, [Mr. SuMNex,|in a 
speech delivered in this Senate, possibly the 
first great speech of the Senator atter he took 


lOO 


|| his seat in this body, in commenting upon the | 


i} ments,’ 


or whether it had | 


| in their own. 
; case the supremacy ot each in ts proper place 


numerical apportionment of representation in |! 


powers not delegated to the United States by 
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the States respe: tively, 
or to the people,” and the Senator j istly 
added that stro ver could not be 
emploved to limit the power u re r the Con- 
stitution, aud to protect the people from all 
assumptions of the nat ral Government, and 
ndded, ‘its guardian character commended 
it to the sagacious mind of Jefferson, who 
said, ‘1 consider the foundation corner-stone 
of the Constitution of the United States to 
be laid upon the tenth article of the amena- 
which tenth artic's is the one just 
before quoted by the Senator in reference ta 
the reserved power of the States. 

With his usual emphasis, and to make more 
emphatic this constitutional maxim, he super 
adds, ** Beyond all question the national Gov 
ernment, ordained by the Constitution, is not 


) 
words 


general or universal, but special and particular. 
it is a Government of limited powers. It has 
no power which is not delegated.’’ And in 
further comment upon this interesting and 
momentous subject of relative constituuonal 
power, which thedonorable Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts seems to have studied with so much 
diligence, he repeats substantially his former 
argument forthe purpose of impressing it upon 
the mind of the Senate; and to convince Sen- 
ators of his ardency and sinceri'yin announe- 
ing constitutional views and opinions, he said, 
‘To the nation were delegated high powers, 


| essential to the national interes’s, but speeitie 
| in character and limited in number. 


'l'o the 
States and to the people were reserved the 
powers, general in character and unlimited in 


| number, not delegated to the nation or pro- 


hibited to the States. Ihe integrity of our 
political system depends upon harmony in the 
operation of the nation and of the States. 
While the nation within its wide orbit is su- 
preme, the States move with equal Supremacy 
But from the necessity of the 


excludes the other. The nation cannot exer- 


| Cise rights reserved to the States; nor cain the 
| States interfere with the powers of the nation. 
| Any such action on either side is a usurpation.’”’ 


How analogous in sentiment, if not in ex- 
pression, is tuis language with that used by 


| Senator Hayne in his great discussion with 


Mr. Webster, and who said, ‘When any State 
is brought into direct collision with the Fed 
eral Government, in the case of an attempt by 
the latter to exercise unconstitutional powers, 
the appeal (to the people) must be made by 
Congress, (the party proposing to exert the 
disputed power,) in order to have it expressly 
conferred, the exercise of such authority must 
be suspended. Even in cases of doubt, such 
an appeal is due to the peace and harmony 
of the Government.’’ Aud he [Mr. Sumyer} 
quotes the language of the message of President 
Jackson, whicksaid, ‘‘ Lregard an appeal to the 
source of power, in cases of real doubt, and 


| where its exercise is deewed indispensable to 
the general welfare, as among the most sacred 


of ali our obligations. Upon this country, 


more than any other, has, in the providence 
| of God, been cast the special guardianship of 


the great principle of adherence to written 
constitutions.’ 

But the Senator from Massachusetts, fol- 
lowing up the train of vigorous thought upon 
the most vital subjects, that of constitutional 
power, ard the redress and remedy for its ex 
ercise and iniraction by congressional usurp 
ation, aud looking to the logical sequel of his 
positions, naturally referred to the distin- 
guished writers and profound statesmen of his 


country. Prominent among them was Thomas 


Jetferson, who in 179%, uttered words of solemn 


import. ‘Ihe Senator therefore said as @ con- 
clusion to his last words, which | have quoted, 


Mr. Websier, in his celebrated discussion |} Constitution, and especially on that portion of \| These principles were distinctly declared by 








Mr. Jefferson in 1798 in words often adopted 
since, and wi 1) must find acceptance from al 
par re eral > e3 om ing 
the | >. i America are inited 
[ Ot Ulliltiti ead l l 
‘ hy (; al (yO ninent Dut } i ‘ Ti 
] f unde t Vit i i of the C 
tion of the Un 1 Stat and of the amend 
ments thereto, they constituted a General Gov 
eram pecial purposes, delegated to that 
Government certain definite powe reserving 
each State to itsell, the residuary mass of right 
if own sell g erning ,and that whenso 
ever the General Government assumes undeli 
gated powers, \ » unauthorized, void, 
and of no for e.’ Not voida le by an apple L 
i to th cou! ) ovber t ibunal, but 
ipso facto \ 1d lore or effect. Mr. 
parlie yi under it import and power ot 


the words which li d, and adopted the 
Lrongest and im effective that bis vernacular 
could furnish to give point, clearness. and 
effect to the idea which he wished to convey. 


In the Virginia resolutions of 


1798, prepared 


by him, he declared that the Federal Govern 
ment ** was not made the exclusive and final 
judge of the extent of the powers delegated to 
itself, since that would have made its discre- 
tion, and not the Constitution, the measure of 
its powers, but that, asin all other cases of 


com pac among parties having no common 


judge, each party has an equal right to judge 


if infract 


well ¢ ious as of the mode 
and measure of redre: The Kentucky 
re lutions of the succeeding year not outy 
reasserted the right of the Staies to judge of 
infractions, but that rullifieation was the righ 


fulremedy. And Mr. Madison said that where 
be had to no common superior, the 


emselyes be the 


resort can 
parties to Lue Compact must th 


rghttul judges whether 


é the bargain has been 
preserved ol violated, 

President Jackson seems to have carried the 

doctrine of the rightto j 1dge of the Constitu 


tion further than Mr. Je 
son, in theie published 
ator from Mas 
spee h, to which 1 bave 
here | ad ypt with entire 
President Ja in his memorable veto, in 
1882, of the Bank of the United States. To 
his course was < ppo ed the authority of the 
Supreme C and this is his reply, ‘If the 
Court coversthe whole 
it ought not to control the 
courdinate of this Government. 
Lhe Co Kixecutive, and the court, 
must each for itself be guided by its own opin- 
ion of the Constitution. 
who takes an oath to support 


fferson or Mr. Madi 
Lhe Sen 
memorable 


‘And 


Opln1lo38ns, 
in | is 
alluded, said, 


ach iseLts 


kson, 


ourt, 
opinion of the 
ground ot 


Supreme 
this act, 
authorities 


ivress, the 


the Constitution 
support it as he understands 
is understood by others. It 
isas much the duty of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, of the and of the Presi- 
dent, to decide upon the constituhionality ot 
any bill or resolution which may be presented 
to them for passage approval, as it is 
the supreme judges when it may be brought 


hat he will 
not 


Swears 


it, and as it 


Senate, 


or 


before them for judicial decision. ‘The author- 
ity of the Supreme Court must not, therefore, 
be permitied lo ¢ mtrol the Congress 


or the 
in their legislative 
but have only such influence as the 
The 
authoritative 
Audrew Jackson he dismissed the 
Betore the couciusion of the Senator's 
speech he declared that he would not obey the 
fugitive slave law. ‘ 


legitimate corrolla 


ixecutive, when acting 
capacities, | 
force Of their reasoning may deserve.’ ”’ 
Senator added, that with these 
words ol 


topic. 


Chat conclusion was a 
ry of the speech, and of 
ght personally to judge of the 
constitutionality of an act of Congress, and 
any other conclusion would have been a non 
sequilur. 


Mr. Webster, in a 


Lue alleged r 


speech at Capon S; 
in 1851, said, **It is written in the Constita- 
tion, ‘No person held to service or labor in 
one State, under the laws thereof, escaping 


into another shall, in consequence of any law 


rings 


ssent the language of 


Kach publie officer | 


ot 


| or regulation therein. be discharged 


from such 


‘rvice or hab r, Dull nAall be aeive red ip on 
( m otf the party to whom such service or 
1O0 may pe due. Ile roes on to sav: 
** Thatis as much a part oOo: the Constitution 
iS any ove ind equa ly binding and oblig 
itory as any other on all men, public or pri- 


And who denies this? None but the 
abolition of the North.’’ He turther 
stated in that speech, and in that connection, 
‘**T have not hesitated to Say, and I repeat, 
that if the northern refuse, willfully 
and deli erately, to carry into effect that part 
of the ¢ 


States lf 


onstitution which respects the restora- 
tion of fugitive slaves, and Congress provide 
the South no longer be 
the act. <A bargain 
cannot be broken on one side and still bind 
the other side.”’ 


th » 


1 
no remeay, wouid 


bound to observe comt 


l‘o sustain power of the States, and in 


opposition to the views taken by the advocates 


of Federal power, and of a reference of all 
disputed questions between the States and the 
Federal Goveroment, it was contended by the 
former that there were cases in which intrac- 


tions of the compact or Constitution might 





be palpal ly made by the General Government, 
of which the Federal courts could not take 
jurisdiction. lor instance: suppose Congres 


uuder its power of taxauon, levy an 
almost indefinite tax upon the people for the 
purpose of distr 


improvement ; 


ibution among works of inter- 
nal or, Suppose after such ex- 
tensive taxation, Congress should appropriate 
the monev to the establishment of presses, 
churches, &c., or for any other unconstitutional 
object. the courts could not take jurisdiction 
in such cases. 

Mr. Madison, in his report of the Virginia 
resolutions of 1798, said that there might be 
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| demand, 


instances of usurped power which the forms of | 


the Constitution might prove ineffectual against, 
infractions, dangerous to the essential rights of 
the parties to it; and in furtherargument upon 
this point, that great man said, ‘* Llowever 
true, therefore, it may be that the judicial 
department is, in all questions submitted to 
it by the forms of the Constitution, 

in the last resort, this resort must necessarily 
be deemed the last in relation to the autkor- 
ities Of the other departments of the Govern- 
ment; not in relation 
parties to the constitutional compact, from 
which the judicial, as wellas the other depart- 
ments, hold their delegated trusts. On any 
other hypothesis, the delegation of judicial 
power would annul the authority delegating 
it; and the concurrence of this department 
with the others in usurped powers might sub- 
vert 
of any rightful remedy, the very Constitution 
which all were instituted to preserve.’’ 

The honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Scmyver] had doubtless drank deep at 
the fountains of constitutional wisdom and 
construction thus opened by the sages of the 
country aud the fathers of the Constitution 
before he made the memorable speech in 1852 
to which I have referred. It is well known 
that Messrs. Calhoun, Hayne, McDuttie, and 
other renowned statesmen of the South, im- 
bibed and proclaimed the Madison and Jeffer- 
son doctrines of 1798 and 1799; and in all 
the mutations and conflicts of parties in the 
South from that period, a large majoriiy of the 
people of that section entertained the same 
views. During periods in the history of the 
country they were not always prominently 
presented und made the subjects of comment 
and controversy, as well 
of events did not make it necessary, as that 
they were well understood to be the theory 
and groundwork of a political organization 
in the South upon great constitutional ques- 
tions. 

Although in 1832, when a crisis existed and 
had almost culminated in civil war, and though 
the distinctions ef Democratsand Whigs existed 


| among them, the great majority of those party 


forever, and beyond the possible reach | 


to decide || 


to the rights of the || 
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divisions believed either in nullification ,. 
cession, however divided they might haye 
in opini n upon the expediency OF presen, 
ypriety of resisting thelaws. They beli., 
in the right of one or the other reme ee 
many of them doubted the expediens 
that eventtul 1) 
children and grandchildren 
and educated, politically, jy 
principles of Government and constitutio 
law which had been transmitted hy the early 
statesmen and fathers of the Republic. a 
While the country remains in trang 
lity and the laws are respected no one ov, 
dreamed of imputing disloyalty or a want , 
patriotism to the generous and gallant peo 
of the South. ‘They furnished the great gia, 
cotton, by which foreign goods to a o 
extent were purchased, the balance of tra 
maintained, and the country preserved 
financial embarrassment by a drain of 
precious metals; they consumed imme; 
quantities and values of domestic ty 
and contributed largely to the industry, ¢ 
merce, and prosperity of the country: | 
views of the Constitution, its checks. 
guards; its powers, restraints, and pro 
tions; its limited character, nature, and 
tion to the States; and their reserved 
aud sovereign capacilles, never were impy 
in any light of disparagement, in any poss 
sense. Their opinions were and 
firmly maintained. When in 1812 war y 
declared against our first and only antagonix 
in defense of the interest and honor 
country, it was their voice which made 
and their bone and muscle that 
were freely offered in sacrifice upon its alt 
No braver people ever stepped forth to n 


pre 
i 


attempted exercise at 
| 
but their 


instructed 


ind 
19 


We 


Ne 
u 


a 


lr 


honestly and 


tain the bounor of the flag. the dignity ot 
Government, the rights of the sailor, or th 
Union of the States against domestic treasor 
and foreign torce and machinations. In | 
Mexican war their blood and treasure were 
freely given and expended, and they wer 
always held as a tree and ready offering 
whenever the country needed the one 
other. 

Irom the election of Mr. Adams in 1824, and 
the latitudinarian views of the Constitutio: 
then expressed, and the increased duties on in 
ports, which began to excite the jealousy and 


| alarm of the South, in what they deemed ; 


tax upon one section to advance the interest 
of another, the subject of State rights, whic 
had lain comparatively dormant, (excep! 
when revived by some supposed attempt 

engage in works of internal improvement, 01 
to increase duties on importations, was brought 
into clearer notice and activity; the increase 
of import duties, and the agitation of slaver 
in the Territories, gave full scope to the views 


| and opinions of the South upon the nat 


because the course || 


character, and powers of the Government. 
‘Lhe mighty effortsof Mr Webster and other 
great men who entertained different views up 
the various subjects of the tariff, finances, rev- 
enue, and the ‘Territories excited the pub: 
mind and produced immense agitation aud 
much alarm for the safety of the Constitution 
and the Union. Parties were arrayed 
years; intensity of feeling and action, ambr- 
tion, patriotism, sectional feeling, interes 
and argument were aroused and brought into 
active and energetic use to maintain and 
obtain the administration of the Government. 
It resulted in the choice of a sectional Pres 
ident in 1860, the first ever elected as such, 
and this was unfortunately succeeded by an 
organized, conventional, formal secession 0! 
attempted withdrawal of eleven States from 
the Union. ‘This, as they alleged, was !! 
aceordance with their views of constitutional 
right. Not in their view, as a measure of Wal 
or rebellion, but as a dissolution of the com: 
pact, a withdrawal from the partnership, av¢ 
a willingness to adjust and settle all the rights, 
obligations, aud responsibilities growing OU! 
of their former relation, by mutual and sats: 


oy 
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factory arrangement and according to the prin- 
f equity; that the General Government 
aid exist and continue its operations with- 

“them, as it did before Rhode Island and 
Norrh Carolina, acting as sovereign and inde- 
-sndent States, consented to give their adhe- 

to the Constitution. 
lhis was opposed on the part of the Govern- 
ment, and by those who entertained d fferent 
-ontiments and opinions upon its character and 

Hes, and the relation which existed between 
7 . ‘tates and the Federal Constitution; they 
deemed the latterindissol sole, andthe States so 

xibly bound, that the people evenof eleven 
tec-—two more than formed the original 
(opstitution—eould not change their political 
relations and affinities, and must stand or fall 
by the power of the General Government. 
Kach claimed to be sovereign ; each had been 
trained to believe in their respective theories, 
and as no Government like ours had ever ex- 
‘sted, and history furnished no example or in- 
struction by which the great question might be 
eolved, it was to be determined by the wager 
of battle. Peaceful efforts were proposed, 
tried. and failed; the hopes and fears of the 
eountry were aroused, and it was hoped thata 
cood Providence would avert the calamity of 
war. But it came, with all its terrors and all 
its horrors; it has passed into history, and its 
true character is to be written by an impartial 
historian, whose pen has not yet been formed. 
The history of reconstruction followed. The 
South made a great mistake in going into 
secession; the North made a serious one by 
an of reconstruction. Many who sup- 
norted and sustained the Government through 
the whole period of the war, who stopped not 
to cavil at measures which they deemed ille- 
gal, because of the end to be attained, hesi- 
tated, faltered, and withdrew their support at 
the plan of reconstruction. ‘Lhe feelings en 
gendered by the war caused many to sustain 
those who advocated and prosecuted it for a 
considerable period, and whe chose not to 
separate from them with whom they had acted 
during the perils of the country, but every 
month that followed, and every new act of 
reconstruction, of disfranchisement, of disabil- 
ity, of degradation of States, lost friends tothe 
Administration. 

lhis was perceptible to the dispassionate 
observer, and is the result of the influence 
upon the public mind of the spirit and genius 
of our institutions; of the history and tradi- 
tions of our country; of its former greatness 
and unity of feeling; of patriotism in peace 
and war; of a common ancestry; of language; 
of general ideas of agreat and glorious future; 
of the union of feeling, of purpose, and of effort 
on the field of strite against a common foe. on 
the mountain wave, in the sanguinary conflict 
with a powerful adversary; and of a common 
hope of a speedyreturn to fraternal union and 
harmony. It found a lodgment in the hearts 
of men, of Chrisiians, of triends, of philan- 
thropists. Thanks to the good and great Ruler 
of the universe, that even in our falien state 
there remains that sense of charity, of benev- 
olence, of kindness, of forgiveness, of sympa- 
thy, and of friendship which neither policy nor 
slatecratt can eliminate or destroy! 

Why, Mr. President, so rejoiced was the heart 
of the nation upon the surrender of Lee and 
the return of tranquillity, that it forgot all the 
tragie scenes of the war, and looked only to 
‘he promising and delightful prospects and 
iruition of peace. My candid opinion is that 
as President Lincoln had lived to carry out 
Hs programme of reconstruction, or if his suc- 
cessor had been permitted to consummate what 
his predecessor had begun, we should now be 
4 lappy, a cordially united, and prosperous 
people; and the Republican party stronger, 
With a more hopeful future. Every fresh at- 
tempt at reconstruction has acted upon the 
party like the rebound of an overloaded gun 
upon its possessor. ‘The idea of taxing the 


aio) 


hu 


Sta 


its pi 


| ernment was suppressed, the 


| vided people. 


men of the South, and of enforcing every civil || 


duty upon them, while disabling them by aets 
of Congress from the er joyment of equal rights 
with the most humble and obscure, is not eon- 
sonant with the genius of our Government nor 
with the spirit and temper of our people; in 
fact, the idea is not American, it is exotic, 
and canuot be incorporated into our American 
system, nor made compatible with our views 
of civil liberty. 

lhe practice of calling the rebellion a Dem- 
ocratic rebellion, and of charging the Demo- 
crats of the North with a want of loyalty to the 
Government, is in as bad taste as it is incon- 
sistent with the truth of history; forit is known 
to all that with comparatively few exceptions 
the Whigs and Democrats of the South went 
into secession and supported that cause, while 
the mass or majority of them in the North sus- 
tained the Government with men, money, and 
arms. ‘The fact must be patent to all who are 
not blinded or infatuated by party spirit that 
without the aid of the Democrats of the North 
secession Now 
that the war has terminated successfully for 
the Government, it does not become those whe 
supported it to taunt with disloyalty those who 
gave it as effectual aid as themselves, because 
they did not coiperate in subsequent legisla- 
tion which they deem inconsistent with the 
principles and spirit of the Constitution, 

But it is alleged by some as a reason for 
keeping up invidious distinctions in the South 
that they do not fully aece;t and conform to 
the situation or new condition of things pro- 
duced by the war and legislation sub- 
Sequent to it. Surely, no sensible man cau 
expect that because the resistance to the Gov- 


would have been successful. 


the 


South exhausted, 
conquered, and subdued, such a result could 
change the opin 
subjects. 


ns of men on constitutional 
Piysical force, bayonets, nor the 
sword ever changed an Opinion ; the mental 
forces are superior to the physical; the latier 
may be controlled and modified by the former, 
but the operations of the mind and the con 
clusions of the judgment are unattected by the 
march or the conflicts of armies. 

If the South had procured foreign aid, or of 
itself had proved an overmatch tor the Gov- 
ernment, would that have changed the opinions 
which prevailed in the North, and which Mr. 
Webster enforced and sustained with his great 
ability,asto the powers and faculties of the Fed- 
eral Constitution? They would have remained 
unchanged, ‘Lhe reason, the intelligence, of 
neither party, as to their respective theories, 
were altered; but while this was so abstractly, 
yet practically and in all the relations which 
the southern States sustained to the Govern- 
ment, us established by the result of the war, 
they accepted the condition, submitted to the 
practical workings of the Constitution, so far 
as that they couid not secede or break up the 
Union, or dissolve their connection with it, 
and would live peaceably and quietly under it. 

Lhe great que stion presented, whetner States 
had a right to secede, was determined by bat- 
tle and the conflict of arms; the solution was 
practically made that States could not secede, 
and that the Union of the States should remain 
intact; the South made the issue, the North 
accepted it; the verdict of arms was against 
the South, and to that conclusion, settled by a 
tribunal higher than the courts, and from 
which there is no appeal, they submit. What 
more can you expect? What more anticipate 
or hope for? You have triumphed; the vic 
tury is yours ; the fruits of it should be equality, 
peace, harmony, prosperity. You have ad- 
mitted them to representation; bave raised the 
former slaves to the rights of citizenship; the 
States, by the Constitution, have equal power, 
dignity, and honor. We are again one undi- 
FE; pluribus Unum 1S again oul 
motto in form ; but how ean it be 1 
and spirit of its original, which was the pride 
and boast of Washington, Adams, Jetierson, 


in the sense 


Madison. and others, by whose wisdom and 
statesmanship the charter of our liberties was |! 
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formed and preserved, if distinctions and in- 
equalitiesare kept up? Let it not be said that 
this great right should be deferred because of 
rrders in the South 

After such along and terrible conflict, which 
aroused for a time the passions and animos- 
ties of men; 


Some di 


after such losses, privations, and 
sufferings, which a war only could produce, 
would you expect a sudden transition to quiet- 
ness, to order, and to law? Human passions 
require time to cool, to subside; human nature 
needs time with attendant auspicious cireum- 
stances to become conformed to other condi- 
tions; there is always an extreme or retrac- 
tory element in every community, small in 
comparison to the whole, yet of sufficient 
strength for a time to irritate and disturb the 
body-politie ; it assumes all forms and prac- 
tices all devices, despite the wishes for the good 
order and harmony of the community. 

But evil exists in the North, and in every 


| section of the country; crimes of all grades 


and flagrancy are committed. Newspapers 
are freighted with their accounts, and the lov 
ers of law and tranquillity are mourning over 
the depravity and disturbances which prevail ; 
but these should not prolong a policy, wrong 
in its nature and inception, and which ean only 
be productive of mischiet in the future, as it 
has beenof evil inthe past. I have wondered 
at. the facility and readiness with which com- 


| parative tranquillity and order were restored 
}in the South, when it 


is recollected that the 
war, in all its attributes of horror and destruc- 
tion, was brought to the homesteads of that 
gallantand once happy people. We should also 
view the subject from a southern stand: point, 
to be able to judge fairly and impartially. 

Hiow different the treatment of the South 
has been from what the dictates of humanity 
and of sound policy prescribed, and how unlike 
the American character, which is marked by 
magnanimity and generosity. The bill author- 
izing the President to suspend the writ ot habeas 
corpus whenever he shall decide to do so isa 
plain and palpable infraction of the Constitu- 
tion, which declares that ‘the privilege of the 
writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended 
unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion the 
publie safety may require it.’’ Rebellion is 
armed resistance to or an open and avowed 
renunciation of the authority of the Govern- 
meut In either aspect it must be open and 
avowe d. 

Invasion is a hostile entrance into the pos 
sessions of another, as of England by William 
the Norman, or of our own country by English 
troops in the days of our struggle for inde- 
pendence ; but so cautious were the framers 
of the Constitution, and so strongly disposed 
to protect the liberty of the citizen, that they 
superadded the requisition of the *‘ public 
safety,’’ even in cases of rebellion or invasion ; 
they did not intend to invest Congress with 
the power of suspension unless the peril and 
lite of the Government required it. It was 
not any rebellion invasion, or both, that 
should cause this latent and dangerous power 
to spring into action, for the term ‘* public 
safety’’ means the safety and preservation of 
the Government. 

Congress alone can exercise this power 
when the emergency arises; they represent the 
States and the people, and their judgment on 
this subjee! is, in theory, the judgment of the 
country. This power cannot be delegated to 
another; the discretion, consideration, and 
judgment of Congress cannot be transterred ; 
the crisis can only be judged by them, and no 
one man Can constitutionally exercise the wis 
dom, the prudence, the power of that body. 
As well mght Congress delegate the war-mak- 
ing power tothe President as the power to 
deprive the citizen of the right to this great 
writ, so indispensable to the enjoyment ‘‘ of 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.’’ | 

[he Supreme Court, in the case of Martin 
vs. Mott, in 12 Wheaton, laid down the rule in 
reference to statutes, and the reason is stronger 


or 





; 
; 


—_ 


hm es 


i ha 
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— — 
and the rule more mperative when the Con- 
: m give } ( tionary power to act. 
[hey said, \\ ra sta give Lr di 
cre at isu) i) wexe eis¢ j 
} hy l mn of n fact 
‘ 1 e of constructio ut othe 
e 1 ind ¢ { 
f CX ce of those fact It is 
wbie fact tha i the hi | of our 
( ent this great writ, s | to the 
was nevel pended till the year 
in che Presidency of Mr. Lineoln. The 
country having passed throu h all the excite- 
ments of itspolitical organization, of nullifi- 
‘ ym, and of war, without aresort to this 
‘ ne a erous experiment, it was 
left to the party now in por ver to make the 
first inroad into the Constitution and this 
reat safeguard of popular liberty. 
Mr. Jefferson was so jealous of the rights of 
the cilizen, and 80 oppr sed to the exercise of 


his corre 
is OP} osed to the ee 


wrbitrary power, that he stated in 
’ madence 
case whatever, dec! 


nis writ in “any aring 


himself in favor of **the eternal and unremi! 

ting force of the habeas corpus laws,’’ oa 
asked the question emphatically, ‘*‘ Why sus 
pend the writ of habeas corpus in insurrections 
and rebellions?’’ Judge Story, in his Com 
mentary on the Constitution, in writing on this 
ri iy ‘ [tis tuerefore justly esteemed the 
great bulwark of personal liberty, since it is 
the appropriate remedy to ascertain whether 
any persou is rightfully in confinement or not, 
and the cause of his confinement; and if no 
euliicic rround of detention appears, the party 
is entitled to his immediate discharge.’’ He 
adds, °° lt would emas the power 1s given to 
Congress to pend the writ of habeas corpus 


in cases of re 


eliion or invasion, that the right 
to J idge whether the ex gency has arisen must 
exclusively belong to that body ;’ and he refers 
to Chancellor Kent as entertaining the same 
‘ mon 
| ctime fy rofound peace, when the officers 
of the Government are respected and their 
tu ns | rformed in every section of the 
Union—nearly seven years after the war and 
the commencement of the work of reconstrue- 
lion, when taxes are levied and paid, and the 
courts sit in security, dispense jusiice to liti- 


gants, and execute their judginents—we tind a 
portionof the S Federal sol- 
diers, which they are taxed to support; private 


ndragged 


and iuear- 


yuth overrun by 


housesand families invaded; the citiz: 
away from his wife and children, 
cerated in distant prisons, without the e 
being informed of the author and 
arrest, denied the right of habeas 
which is awarded to the commonest 


mpmon 
piivilege of 
cause ot his 
corpus, 
feion. 

subversive of all constitu- 
tional Government; it 1s destructive of civil 
liberty; strikes at the foundation of our insti- 
tutions, and sets up a dictator in the person 
of the President, clothing him with absolute 
power over the rights and liberties of the peo- 
ple, and if unrebuked wiil lead to a despotism 
infinitely greater than that exercised over our 
cae il existence. 


Such a course is 


lt was said by an eminent judge that the 
writ ot habeas corpus is the angel of the Con- 
stitutio but it is now made the plaything of 
Congress and a puppet of the President. Our 
faithe would not, dared not, desired not, to 
violate the letter or the Spirit of the Constitu- 


tion by the suppression of the writ and the 
They estimated the 
value of the liberty of the citizen. They knew 
that without it lite was intolerable and exist- 
ence a burden; but our present rulers and 
party in power, aided by a partisan judge, 
trample upon what is sacred and dear to the 
American heart. But I warn them against the 
smothered feelings of an outraged public, which 
may not always endure aggressions upon the 
Constitution and the personal rights of the 
people, but wail, in time, rise in their majesty, 
and by constitutional means hurl the m from 


oppression of the people. 


| sun of prosperity is 


| qualifications and es you derogate 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Wrong will not always succeed or 

‘er, in his great speech at Bunker 
‘Ifthe true spark of ci _ and reli- 
gious liberty be kin lled, it will bu Human 
extinguish it. Like the earth’ s 
central fire, it may be smothered fora time; 
mountains may 


the ocean may overwhelm it; 

pre tdown: but its inherent and uncon quer 
able force will heave both the ocean and the 
land, and at some time or another, in some 
place or another, the ve leano will break out 


up to heaven.’ 

hear gentlemen talk of look- 
is for repent- 
ance,’? and when they have proof of such they 
will be w illing x to exercise the re quired clem- 
ency! ‘These terms are general, and [ have 
heard any definition of them. We are 
therefore left to conjecture what they mean, 
and to wait for a clearer explanation of this 
misty and indefinite generality when used in a 
political sense. General Longstreet, who com- 
manded in the armies of the South, whose mill- 


and flame 
We sometimes 
ing to the 


oe {i uv works meet 


not 


| tary skill and prowess won many a battle-field, 


seemed to be identified with 
work meet for repentance’’ by 
accepting a lucrative office in the custom-house 
at New Orlean 

Whether that was the rule or the exception 
we have not been informed; but the work 
most essential has been performed. Govern- 
meuts have been organized under your recon- 
struction laws; Executives and Legislatures 
have been elected, judges installed, and law 
tered, education provided for, and sal- 
vary laws in many instances enacted; indus- 
aes meets with its reward, labor is resuming 
its wonted channels, a recuperative energy 
manifests itself among the people, and the 
beginning to shine as for- 


and whose nam: 
success, did ‘* 


admim 


1 


merly upon the efforts and enterprise of that | 
recion. What more or better evidences of 


accepting the situation ’’ is wanted to com- 
plete the picture? 
It is not to be 


would expectas 


supposed that any Senator 
outherner who applies to have 
disabilities eee to do so in a cringing or 
supplicating manner, with loud professions of 
oyalty and with humiliating promises of obe- 
dience and submission. A man who would 
thus act would disparage his claim, and by 
truckling and affected loyalty detract from the 
dignity and bearing of an American citizen. 
When he comes in the spirit and manhood of 
a patriot and asks a removal of the restric 
tions under which he labors, by that very act 
he recognizes your authority, accepts the con- 
dition, renews his loyaltyand allegiance to the 
altered situation, acknowledges secession to 
be a failure, and asks to be reinstated in all 
his or.ginal rights and privileges, that he may 
rende r to the Government the aid which intel- 


itto itsoriginal, healt hful, constitutional action 
and policy, that its mission and beneficent 
results may be a blessing to the people. 


Congress expects good governments to be 


|| formed and well administered, and yet by its 


legislation it excludes many of the best citi- 
zens of the South from holding office. It keeps 
open a wound constantly irritated and calcu- 
lated to produce dissatis/action and discontent. 
You expect the public mind of the South to 
be composed when you apply a constant irri- 
tant. ‘There are now, perhaps, forty thousand 
prevented from holding office by reason of the 
fourteenth amendment. By keeping up dis- 


D ou 


yet dwarf their 


from the dignity and equality of States. 
admit them to representation, 


choice, limit their volition, and impair their || 


codrdinate authority and character as States. 
The distinguished William Pinckney, of 
Maryland, in discussing the Missouri question 


and denying the authority of Congress to im- | 
| pose the 


restriction upon the introduction of 
slavery into the Territories, said in emphatic 
terms, ‘* No man can contradict me when | 


| say that if you have this power you 
| equee ze dow1 


| govern. 


ligence and patriot ism might bring to restore | 
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a new-born sovere ign St oa 
the sizeof a pigmy, and then, taking it 
finger and thumb, stick it into some niche .« 
the Union, and still continue by way of moe. 
ery to call it a State in the sense of the Qo, 
tution. You may waste it to a shadow an 
then introduce it into the society of flesh . 
blood, an object of scorn and de rision 


betwee, 


l 
may sweat and reduce it toa thing of skin y 
bone, and then place the ominous gkelets, 


beside the rnddy and healtbfal members of; 
Union, that it may have leisure to mour 


'| lamentable difference between itself and j 


companions; to brood over its disastrous pry, 
motion, and to seek in justifiable diseg 


an opportunity for separation, insurrecti; 


| and rebellion.”’ 


Patrick Henry is admitted to have been ono 
of the wisest and most eloquent members 9; 
the Virgin ia convention which oe 1 th 
Constitution, and of the w hole country ; 
eloquence he was unsurpassed, if equale ds} his 
pat triotisim was kindled by the fires ot the Reyo. 
Jution,and burned with a bright and unsullied 
luster. He thought he saw in the Constitut; 
of the United States, then proposed, the e 
ments of tyranny and oppression to the States 
warned his countrymen against its adoption, 
and in concluding one of the ablest and mig 
eloquent speeches of his life, said, ‘* Gent\ 
nae may retain their opinions, but I look op 
that paper as the most fatal plan that could 
possibly be conceived to enslave a [ree people 
If such be your rage for novelty, take it, and 
welcome; but you never shail have my consen 
My sentiments may appear extravagant, but | 
can tell you thata number of my fellow citize 
have kindred sentiments; and I am anxious, 
if my country should come into the hands of 
tyranny, to exculpate nyself from being in any 
degree the cause, and to exert my faculties t 
the utmost to extricate her.’’ 

Senators, shall we not wipe out every vestige 
of real or seeming oppression and wrong, ev 


| degrading distinction, every semblance o! 


vidiousness, so that the people of this who 
country way stand upon the broad foundat 
of equal Jaws and of equal rights, that thet 


| and predic.ions of the great Henry may 1 


verified in our experience, and that the pen 
the historian may write of us in afier years 
that we were the freest, happiest people tha 
‘lived under the benign influence o 
equrlity and dignity of States composing a 
Union of the whole? 

Macaulay, in his History of England, said 
that according to the purest idea ot consti 
tional royalty the prince reigns and does nol 
As our Siete of government 1s sup 
rior to others, should it not be the 
object of legislators so to conduct the allurs 
of State, to fashion and mold our laws, | 
lighten the burdens and multiply the ads 
tages, that the General Government may 
felt and known only in its salutary influen 
and operations, and thus secure the admiral 
and contidence of the people of the country 

The justice and policy ot removing tlhe !ega 
and political disabilities of southern citizens 
is so apparent, and they unite in urging it upo 
Congress with such a degree of force, that i! 
seems more than strange to an lenisersiabel 


evel 


ulin 


| server that it shon!d be postponed for a singit 
| day. 


Afier the adoption ot the fifteenthament 
ment, which placed the ballot in the Lands of 
eight hundred thousand negroes. made citizens 
of the United States and "eligible to office, 
became a moral and political necessity to pul 
the white popul: ution of the South upon the 

same basis of equality. The idea of giving 
to former slaves political privileges denied t 
their masters, and making them in that respe 
superior to the latter, was a species o! moral 
torture and injustice that finds no parallel 1 
history, and which shocks our sensibility au¢ 
sense of justice. 

It is well known that during the war the co! 
ored population of the South adhered to te 
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ause of their masters, supported their families, 
.d by their labor and efforts in raising cotton 
r products susté — to @ great extent 


c 


und othe 
nfederacy. The aid and comfort which 
to that government were voluntary 
effectual; they remained faithful to their 
ae aud there is no doubt if their services 
1 been required in the field they would 
have been cheertu lly rendered in the camp. 


When in the last t strugglesaf that government, 





jd when 1s fate was too plainly sei ale d, the | 
ts to ¢ eget’ them into mnilitary corps we re 

f A > . , yr © - } 
ntine cessful. ‘The attempt, therefore, | 
; ' 


stunguish between them and the whites, 
ground of the loyalty of the one and the 


on tne | 


disloyalty of the ot her, is simply preposterous ; | 
‘floval atall, if they understood what it meant, | 
they were loyal to the South ; the cause of the 
master their cause. and his success their 
subject rejoicing. If it had not been so, 
‘nsurrection and ri apine, with all their untold | 
consequences, would have occurred. | 
“lo those who never held slaves the relation || 
fully appreciated. There was a | 


Was 


of 


cannot be 
dof union, of regard and friendly inter- | 
est, an attachment which brought the slave | 
to a closer connection with his owner and | 
family; the children of each grew up, | 
together, and the mutual acts of kindness and | 
attention, the care and protection of the slave, |) 
in health and sickness, and their constant |} 
proximity, produced a reciprocal feeling of 
confidence. Next to the interest whic he the | 
master entertained for his family, he felt for 
this was not of a sordi { character, 
but that which grew out of the kindlier feel- |} 
heart. I speak of its general char- | 
acter, and from my knowledge of itsexistence | 
and realities. The re lation itself made the | 
slave loyal to his master and his cause. If | 
you could submit to-morrow to the decision | 
| 

| 


huis 


His Siaves 


. f 
ings Oi the 


of the negroes of the South the question of 
general amnesty, without qualification, and 
abstain from any interference with 
8 siders ation of the subject, they would not hes- 
to decide it favorably. Why should || 
Congress now delay to do what becomes its | 
| 


their con- || 
tate 
justice, honor, and magnanimity? | 
The objection preferred by some that it would 
not be safe to do so is unworthy of a great || 
and powerful people. No sensible man can 
allect to believe that the gre vating of ainnesty 
to the comparatively few now laboring under 
legal disabilities could by possibility endanger 
the Government or injuriously affect the coun- 


try. They all enjoy the right of suffrage ; the | 
‘ight to hold office cannot injure any one; the || 
people 


right to select the persons to be voted for; by 
abridging that right, you impair the freedom 
and the privilege of the ballot. Universal 
suffrage exists but in name when you restrict 
its exercise 
li 


} 
| 
| 
| 
who have the ballot should have the | 
| 
| 
| 


to objects within circumscribed || 
you preserve the theory, while you 
suppress to that extent the enjoyment. 

If you would submit the same question to 
the I'sderal soldiers who served in the war, or | 
to that portion of them who were engaged in 
battle, you would have a similar favorable 
expression. There is a magnanimity about || 
the soldier, a generosity that belongs to the |) 
chivalry of his calling and the nobleness of || 
his nature, 
Generally, the objection comes from those |} 
who were distant from the scenes of danger, | 

t who participated only in civil affairs during 
the unhappy strife. These are the last to relin- 
quish their prepossessions or prejudices, and | 

| 


Mus; 


who brood longest over by-goue scenes. ’ This | 
may be in accordance in many cases with some || 
peculiar condition of mental or moral consti- 
tation; but it is surely not in consonance with 
the kindlier and nobier feelings of the heart, 
which lead to liberal and humane results. 

If you wish to conquer the prejudices of 
the South you can do it by kindness and gen- 
erosity. If you desire to obliterate the mem- 
ory of the past you can do it best by making || 


THE 


|| any part of 


1} will and the national heart whe 


|| our language is duty. 


|| lows, equal in all the elem 


ii from the hands of the slaves, whils 


CONGRESSI¢ 


| pleasant and happy the prospects of the future. 


If you wish to restore 


harmony in feeling, in 
counsel, 


fforts to bu ld up 
the fortunes and prosperity of the c untry- 
make us again a united aud happy people—vou 
can do it by the ber : 
we influ nees of cont ity. The 

eem and i cau never 
aed by keeping alive unple isant 


in coop eratiot ine 


-tOo 





eans 





udgence and am 


endshi} Or otvners Dé 


t memories 


and a constant reminder of tormer differences. 
But remove all traces of them, and associa 
tions and reflections will spring up to cheer 


and brig rhten the prospect. It 
thing which a public man 
is animosity and prej 
ual, he should su 
existence, as a 


there is any- 
shoals surrender, it 
udie If, as an individ- 
ler them to linger in a sickly 
speedily 
sacrifice them; remembering that he does not 
represent those feelings in the 


: ; 
Statesman he should 


community, nor 
it, but that he is the representative 


| rather of the generous and nobler attributes 


of the nation—of peace, conciliatior 


1, dignity, 
and honor. 


He best represents the national 
n he retlects 
the sentiments ofa ine and lofty magnan- 
imity. 


It has been said that t 


genu 


} 1° 
ne subilime 


t word in 
and the most important, 
responsibility; that the man who con- 
quered a nation is uot great until he has con- 
quered himself, ro true greatness is moral 
greatness and nobility of aud that he 
who cannot forgive others breaks the bridge 
over which he himself must pa Let us rise 
to the moral grandeur of duty and 
ibility, achieve a vic! 


has 


respons- 


ory Over our prejudices, 


over our memories of the past—our resent- 
ments, and spirit of retuliation—rise to the 
dignity aud honor of « ation, and to the 


exalted standard of s ure cued renerous 
ism, forgetting ourselves and all o 
and differences 


patriot- 
ir conf ets 
ir to our fel 
f true manhood 


1 


in the love we bD 


to ourselves. It was said by an eminent his- 
| torian that thetrue end of | cs is to make 
life easy and a people happy. Letus verify in 
our history to-day this adag t dt wi man, 
and leave no blot upo i the hi . “our times 
by maintaining distinctions am equals. 
You boast ‘of having struck the manacle 


vou place 
them upon the mind, the volition, the Ire 
of the whites Let 


edom 
» wisdom 


Us act up to 


| of statesmen, and while y aim the lib- 
erty of bondmen, pronounce the emancipation 
of our race; withdraw your military from 
southern soiland restore trang -and order. 
Suffer not the fleeting and uowort ; influences 
of party to weigh down the mighty balances of 
human rights, the immunities of the citizen 
| and the demands of the nation; but in view 
| of the humiliations, sufferings, and destruction 
of the past, looking with the prescience and 
hope of the patriot to the stupendo greatness 


and glories of a happ: future, rise to the true 
| character of our position, and restore to our 
| people and the States equality, justice, confi- 
dence, and constitutional rule, t ecure and 
solid foundations of free republican institutions! 
Can there be anything in the history of gov- 
ernments and of men higher, nobler, sub- 


limer than a great people, by their 
atives and Senators, obliterating 
proscription and bringing back int 
fellowship, into full communion 


> ‘eRent- 
Repre ent- 
all traces of 
»}acommon 
1ud brother- 


| hood, those who are ‘bone of onr bone and 
| flesh of our flesh,”’ who Speak our language, 
worship the same God, and seek to serve the 
same country? Send, therefore, the white- 
winged messenger of peace, reconciliation, and 
hope to those who will contribute to our 
| growth, unity, and prosperity. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. RAMSEY. I move that the Senate 


proceed to the consideration of executive busi 
ness. 
The motion was 


agreed to, and the Senate 


i 
|| proceeded to the consideration of executive 


j 
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|| motions to reconsider. 


business. After ten minutes spent in execn- 
tive sessi ion, the doors were re ypened and {at 
four yek and nineteen minutes p. m.) the 
Senate aqdjourt 


0’ ¢ loek 





HOUSE REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpbay, January 15, 187 
The House met at twelve o'clock mn. 
by Rev. I. S. Prime, D. D. 
he Journal of Friday last 
approved. 


Prayer 
was read and 


ORDER OF 


The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the 
first business in order during the morning hour 
is the calling of the States and Territories for 
the introduction of bills and joint resolutions 
for reference to their appropriate committees, 
not be brought back into the House by 
Under this call memo- 
rials and resolutions of States and territorial 
Legislatures may be presented for printing and 
reference. The morning hour now begins, at 
thirteen minutes after twelve o'clock. 

TESTIMONY OF RESPONDENTS. 
Mr. PETERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


899) allowing respondents in criminal cases in 


BUSINESS. 


Lo 


courts of the United States to testify in their 
own behalf; which was read a first and second 
time. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I 
read at length. 

The bill was read. It provides that in the 
trial of all indictments, complaints, and other 
proceedings in any court of the United States 
which may be held in any State or Territory, 
against persons charged with the commission 
of crimes or offenses, the person so charged 
shall, at his own request, and not otherwise, be 
deemed a competent witness, the credit of his 
testimony being left sole ly to the jury under 
the instruction of the court; but the omission 
of any respondent to testify shall not be taken 
as any inference or evidence of his guilt. 

Mr. PE PieRs. [ move that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 


The motion was agreed 


ask that the bill be 


10, 


ELIJAH R. MERRILL. 


Mr. FRYE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 900) 
for the relief ol iMlijah ki. Merrill ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 


Committee of Claims, and 


printed, 


ordered to be 


JAMES MURPHY. 


Mr. FRYE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
901) for the relief of James Murphy; which 
was read first and second time, referred to 
the Commitiee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be prin ed. 
CUSTOM-HOUSE, BATH, MAINE, 
Mr. FRYE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


902) for the repair, heating, and furnishing the 
United States custom-house and post office at 
Bath, Maine; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Public 
Building and Grounds, and ordered to be 
printed, 
GEORGE A. STEVENS 

Mr. HALE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 903) 
for the relief of George A. Stevens, of the 
United States Navy ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES P. 8. WARDWELL. 


Mr. HIBBARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
904) for the relief of Charles P. S. Wardwell; 
which was read a first and second time, and, 


| with the accompanying papers, referred to the 
Committee on Patents. 


| 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, introduced 
a bill (H. BR. No. 905) to remove the legal and 














































































political disabilities incurred during the late 
rebellion, and for other purposes; which was 
read a first and second time. 
‘I MAYNARD ask that this bill be 
read i 
j I yrovides tha | legal 
| 1 ¢ i| nposed on pr 
‘ of their having er wed in red i 
i the United State r given aid to the 
enemies thereof, or because of residence in the 
j eclionary State luring the late re vellion, 
are hereby removed; provided that this act 
shail not nabvbie any | 1 tO maintain apy 
claim or right again the | ted States because 
ot its provi ans ine lie ime accruedto him 
before Apmi ll, Ol, or sub quentto April 9, 
1865; and provided ‘urther, that this act shall 
apply to persons residing ind claims arising 
in the eee pa of States excepted by 
the proc ati f Abraham Lincoln, Pre 
de it of | at ited Sta ,aoneat Washingt mn, 
January 1, 1865, excey certain counties and 
parishes inthe in "re ionary States, in which 
he deemed there was couclusive evidence that 
the pr ple thereol were not en in rebeluon 
wiin the [ ed Stat 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I move 
that this bill be referred to the Committee on 


the Judiciary, an 
The mot 


REMOVAL 


1Oh Wus acres 


OF CAUSES TO UNITED STATES COURTS. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. also intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 906) for the removal 
of certain causes to the United States courts: 
which was read a first 
tothe Committe: 
to be printed. 


andsecond time, referred 
on the Judiciary, and ordered 


BREVETS IN THE ARMY. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, also intro- 
duced a bill (H. Kt. No. 907) to regulate brevets 
inthe Army which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the ¢ 


Affairs, 


ymmiitee on Military 
and ordered to be printed, 


TENURE OF CIVIL OFFICE. 


Mr. BI 4 of Massachu etts, al yintro 
duced a bil! H. R. No. 908 to repeal eral 
actsrelating tothe tenure of civil office: which 
was read atirstand second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be | 


printed, 
| AX ON MA 
Mr. KELLOGG 
No. YOU) 


rcueEs 
oduced a bill (H. R. 


to repeal the lamp duty or tax on 


matches; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ed to be printe 1. 


SOUTHERN EXPRESS COMPANY. 


MT. S "1 a ‘ Nd I DR ltroauce a bill 
Mr. STARKWEATHI trod lal 

(H. No. 910) to incorporate the Southern 
Express Company; which was read a first and 


Committee for 
and ordered to be 


second time, referred to the 
the District of Columbia, 
printed, 


COLUMBIA INSTITUTION FOR DEAF AND DUMB. 


Mr. STARKWEATHER also introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 911) to regulate the adm ston 
of pupils into the Columbia Institution for the 
Deaf and Dumb; which was rend a first a 
second time, referred to the Committee for 
the District 


printed. 
CHARLES Il. MALLORY AND COMPANY. 
Mr. STARKWEATHER also introduced a 


bill (H. R. No. 912) for 
H. Mallory & Co.; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed, 

RICHARD M. GREEN. 

Mr. aes WEATHER also introduced a 
bill (H. 91} 3) for the payment of Rich- 
ard M. Gre en os e use of his patent by the 
Government; w sinks was read a first aud sec 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


the relief of Charles 


THE CONG 


of Onondaga, New Y 


| bill (H.R. 


| cllies Oo 


la bill (H.R 


of Columbia, and ordered to be 


LHSSION 


BRIDGEPORT AND WESTPORT 

Mr. BARNUM iatr 
114) fi 
Bridgeport ut d W « Stport, 
read a first and second time, 
the Committee 
be printed. 

BUST OF ADMIRAL FARRAGUT. 
Mr. SLOCUM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


ILARBORS. 

duced a bill (H. R. No. 
of the barhore of 
which 
referred to 
on Commerce, and ordered to 


yr the improvement 
Connecticut; 


was 


915) authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to 
pu eae «a bust of the late Admiral Farragut 
and pl , the same in the Capitol; which was 
read a fi t and second time, referred to the 


Committee on Naval 
be printed. 


Affair 


;, and ordered to 


CHARLES J. 
Mr. SLOCUM 
No. 916) for 


SANDS. 


H. R. 


a 


also introduced a xe 
the relief of Charles J. 


late United States marshal of the United 
States consular court at Chin- Kiang, China; 
which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 
UNTFORM CURRENCY. 

Mr. CLARKE, of New York, introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 917) to provide a currency of 
coin and paper of equal and uniform value 
throughout the United States; which was read 
a first and second time, referred io the Com- 
mittee on Banking and Currency, and ordered 
to be printed. 

rHOMAS SIMMS 


Mr. DUELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
918) for the relief of Thomas Simms, late a | 
lieutenant in the seventy-sixth regiment New 
York volunteers; which was read a first and 
time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH DYER 

DUELL also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 919) granting a pension to Joseph Dyer, 
ork, a soldier of the war 
of 1812: which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Revolu- || 
tionary Pensionsand Warof 1812, and ordered 
to be 


second 


printed. 

RAILROAD FROM 
ITH, of 
No. Q()) 


ion of a nat 


NEW YORK TO CHICAGO. 
New York, introduced a 
to provide for the con- 
ional railroad between the | 
f New York and Chicago; which was 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. SMITH, of New York. As this bill 
involves grave constitutional questions, [move 
that in the first it be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
rinted, 


motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SM 


stract 


instance 


p 
Lhe 
SARAH E. 


Mr. SMITH. 


KING 

of New York, also introduced 
No. 921) granting a pension to 
Sarah I. King. widow of Lieutenant William 
Kk. King, tenth United ichmpeet ye ete gt A ; which 
was read a first and cond time, referred 
to the Committee on In wala Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ISABELLA CRANDALL. 


Mr. SMITH, of New York, also introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 922) granting an arrearage 
of pension to Isabella Crandall; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 
JOUN M. WATSON, 


Mr. LANSING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

123) to place the name of John M. Watson on 
the pension list of soldiers of the war of 1812; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions and War of 1812. 

SARAH 8. TRAPP, 
Mr. LANSING also introduced a bill (H. 


| R. No. 924) for the relief of Sarah S. Trapp, 
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executrix of William Trapp, deceased: 
was read a first and second time, Slows r 
the Committee on Patents, and ordered or 


CHARLES H. 
SING also 


) for the reli 
penter, ec Haven, New York: 
second time, referred 
of Claims, 


CARPENTER. 


introduced 


read a first and 
Committee 


HOMESTEADS FOR ACTUAL SETTLERS 
. KETCHAM introduced a bill 
No. 996) to secure homesteads to act) as 
tlers on the public domain; which was read . 
first and second time, 
mittee on the Public Lands, and ae 


referred to the 


HERNON I. 
CARROLL introduced 


No. 927) to grant a pension to Hernon I. Eh 
of New York; which was read a first and ; 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Rey. 
olutionary Pensions and War of 1812, ; 
ordered to be printed. 


ERECTION OF 





POST OFFICE 
. HALSEY, introduced a bill (H 
928) to provide for the erection of a building 
suitable for use as a post oflice and for t} 
nited States internal rey 
enue Officials and other Government purposes 
at Jersey City, New Jersey; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and 
ordered to be printed. 


ADMISSION OF 


accommodation of U 


Pee 


TEA AND COFFEE FREE OF ee 
Mr. MERCUR introduced a bill (H. R. 
929) to admit free of duty all tea and co se im 
ported into the United States on and after th 
Ist day of July next; which v 
and second time, referred to the Pst tee 
‘ays and Means, and ordered to be pri hed 
UNITED STATES. 
introduced 


. SCOFIELD 
\\ 930) to promote the securing of efficis 
ir seamen for the Navy of the United 8 
| which was reada ae and second time. 1 
to the Committee on N 
to be printed. 





Yaval A ffairs, set ha rdered 


AND SAILORS OF 
. ene D also introduced a bill 
Y suppleme ntary to an act 
to certain soldiers and sail 
> of 1812, and the widows of 
soldiers, approved February 12, 
was read a first and second time, referre‘ 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions and 
War of 1812, and ordered to be printed. 


ing per nsions 


Mr. TOWN 
duced a bill CH. 


of Pennsylvania, 
0. 932) to authorize 

| payment of the h: alt - ay of Captain John Davi 

| a revolutionary officer ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, and ordered to be 


WILLIAM C, JARDINE. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, 
| introduced a bill (H. R. No 
William C. Jardine to make application to the 
Patents for the issue of 
pores’ for improvement in brake and rest fo 
which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee 
ordered to be printed. 


HOMESTEADS TO SOLDIERS. 


28 introduced a 
934) to secure homesteads to p 
who served in the Army and Navy of the 
United States during the war of the re! 
which was read a first and second time, 1 
to the Committee on the Public La: 
ordered to be printed? 


° ? 
Pennsylvania, also 
. 933) to authorize 


Commissioner of 


on Patents, and 





Mr. B. F. MEYE 





Wy 15 


| ° rhi . 
9 W h 
*terred ;. 


red to he 


» bill (yy 
ee tah, 
H. ¢ 
vhich Was 
Pd to the 
d to | 
ERS 
il (H.R 


Ctual sey 
as rea(| 
he 


red to be 
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1 (H.R 
n I. Eble 
and s 

on Rey. 
812, and 
Y CITY 

1. R. No, 
building 
| for the 
rnal rey 
purposes 
Was read 
the Com- 
nds, and 


OF DUTY. 
~ R. No. 
offee im 
after the 
id a. first 
nittee of 
printed, 


| (A. R 
efficient 

State Ss: 
ref rred 
ordered 


t grant 
ulors of 
lecea i 


whi 


erred to 
ions and 


ie 


1, intro 
rize the 
n Davis, 
a a first 
m mittee 
1d to be 


ia, also 
uthorize 
yn to the 
ue of 

rest for 
id time, 
ts, and 


hill (A. 
pe rsons 
of the 
ellion; 
‘oferred 
13, and 


1872 


EDWARD TUCKER, 
Mr. B. F. MBY ERS also introduced a bill 
No. 935) forthe relief of Edwar: d . ucker, 
private in company F, second regiment 
Maryland volunteer infantry ; which was read 
7 { first at sec ond time, re fe srred to the C3 om- 


‘ Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 


m 


be printe 


s¢tae O} 


d. 

DRAWING OF PATENTS. 

Mr. SHERWOOD introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 936) to provide for the deposit of one copy 
sf all specifications and hese. aead of patents 
sail | subsequent to the 30th of June, 1869, 
the oftice of the deputy clerk of the United 
ates district court for the western district 
Pe nusylvi ania, at Willis amsport ; which was 
vad a first and second time, referred to the 
(Committee on Revision of the Laws of the 
Ivnited States, and ordered to be printed. 
GEORGE M. BOOK. | 


Me ‘CL ELLAND introduced a bill (H. 


m 
i 


R. No. #37) to restore George M. Book to the 
active list of the Navy of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 


Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ord red to be printed, 
JAMES B. THOMPSON. 1| 
PACKER introduced a bill (H. it. No. 

the relief of James B. Thompson, 
in company F, one hundred and ninetieth } 
vent Pennsylvania volunteers ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 

to be printed. 

QUARTERMASTER’S DEPOT, 


ferret d to the 


»S) tor 


capta 


PITTSBURG. 


Mr. NEGLEY introduced ar os No. 
959) aul thorizing the Secretary ot Wa » sell 
the eases ane tenements in Pittsbu: "hae 


sylvania, nOW US sed as United States he l'- 
“s depot; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
REMOVAL OF 

Mr. NEGLEY also introduced a bill (H. R 
No. 940) relating to the removal of causes || 
from State courts ints the courts of the United | 
which was referred to the Committee |! 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. | 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT PITTSBURG. | 
Mr NEGLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. || 


maste! 


CAUSES. 


States; 


No. 941) appropriating money for mie pur: 
chase of a suitable site and erecting a —- a. 
ing thereon, in the city of Pittsburg, Penns; 


inia, to be used for a court-house, custom- 
post office, United States marshal’s 
ollice, steamboat inspector's office, internal 
revenue, and I all other Federal oflices that may 
he necessary ; which was read a first and se 
ind time, referred to the Committee on P ablie 
Build ings and Grounds, and ordered to be 
} rl nie d. | 
MARINE HOSPITAL AT PITTSBURG. 
Mr. NEGLEY also introduced a bill (H. Rh. 


house, 


No. 942) authorizing the Secretary of the 
Pr asury to pure hase a site and erect a suit- 


able building thereon, to be used as a marine 
hospital, and to be located in the city of Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ONTO RIVER NAVIGATION. 

Mr. NEGLEY also introduced a bill (H. 

No, 943) app ropriating money for the i cogs 
ment of navigation in the Ohio river, under 
the direction of the Secretary of War; which 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to have that bill 
read at length. 

The bill was read at length; and was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF MONONGAHELA RIVER 

Mr. NEGLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. \ 
No. 944) appropriating money for the improve- |! 


(| 


|and second t 


| mittee 


ment of the Monongahela river at Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania; which was read a first 
ond time, referred to the Committee 
merce, and ordered to be printed, 


and sec 
on Com 


RELIEF OF CERTAIN 

Mr. NEGLEY also introduced 

R. No. 945) for the relief of certain citiz 

of Alleghany county, Pennsylvania; vais was 

read a firstand second time, referred to the Com: 
mittee of and ordered to be printed, 


CITIZENS. 


a bill (A. 


ens 


Claims, 
PHILADELPHIA FOURTH NATIONAL BANK, 
Mr. RANDALL introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 946) to regulate the manner of closing up 
the = irs of the EB ourth National Bank of the 
city Philadelphia ; which was read a first 
time, referred to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency, and ordered to be 
printed. 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 


Mr. DUKE presented joint resolutions of the 
senate and house of delegates of the State of 
Virginia, asking the Congress of the United 
States to remove all disabilities imposed by 
the fourteenth amendment of the Constitution 
of the United States, as recommended by the 
President; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed, 

TAX 

Mr. DUKE also introduced a bill (Hf. 
No. 947) fixing a unitorm rate of tax of 
teen ce per pound on all manufactured 
tobaeeo entering market ; which was read 
a first and see ond time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed, 


ON TOBACCO, 


Six: 


nts 


} 
the 


THOMAS LEWIS. 
Mr. DUKE also introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 948) granting a pension to Thomas Lewis ; 
which was read a first and second time. re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen 
sions and War of 1812, and ordered to 
printed. 


be 


SCHOOLS IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Mr. WALLACE introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 949) for the benefit of schools in South 
Carolina; and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Pul 

and ordered to be printed. 


i 


lie 


PENSION 


ay 


LAW OF FEBRU 
ACE also intre 
) extending the 
aAnprove ad Febr 


ARY 14, 
duced a bill (A. 
provisions of the 
iary 14, 1871, to 


1871. 
Mr. 
R No. Q5 


pension “ 
( 


‘ertain other widows of the soldiers and sail- 
ors of the war of 1812; which was read a firs 
and second time, referred to the Committee 


and War of 


on Revolutionary Pensions 
and ordered to be printed. 


1812, 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 


Mr. PRICE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
951) to remove the legal and political disabill- 
ties of S. P. Thurmond, J. P. Simmons, and 


other citizens of the St: 
was read a first and 
the Committee on t! 


ite of Georgia; which 
second time, referred to 
Judiciary, and ordered 


to be printed. 


SAMUEL B. SPENCER. 
Mr. MeINTYRE introduced a bill (Hi. 
No. 992) for the relief of Samuel B. Spencer, 
’ Atlanta, Georgia; which was read a first 
and second referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


lime, 


SEIZURE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY. 

Mr. MecINTYRE also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay certain claims arising from 
the seizure and conversion to the uses of the 
United States of private personal property 
after the 30th June, 1865; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
on Appropriations, and ordered to be 
printed, 


953) 


INFIRMARY, SAVANNAH. 


Mr. McINTYRE also introduced a bill (H. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tt 


j 


| bama; 
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R. No. 954) to ap propriate nroney to the Geor- 
gia Infirmary of the city of Savannah, Geor- 
gia; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Freedmen’s 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. McINTYRE introduced a jeint 
resolution (H. R. No. 73) proposing an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States ; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 


ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 


also 


ANDERSONVILLE CEMETERY. 

Mr. WHITELEY introduced a bill (H. R 
No. 955) to assign certain condemned cannon to 
the national cemetery at Andersonville, in the 
State of Georgia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
LAND GRANT TO ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. SLOSS introduced a bill (H. R. No 
956) granting public lands in the States of 
Alabama and Mississippi to the Columbus, 
Fayette, and Decatur Railroad Company, to 
aid in the construction of a railroad to be built 
from Columbus, Mississippi, to Decatur, Ala- 
bama; which was read a first and second time, 
referred tothe Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


on 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr. DOX introduced a bill (H. R. No. 957) 
to remove the political disabilities of Samuel 
K. MeSpadden and Bartlett Owens, of Ala- 
which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 


and ordered to be printed. 


' a first 


! 


CHURCH IN ALABAMA, 
TURNER introduced a bill (H. R. . 
958) for the relief of the St. Paul's Episcopal 
church of Selma, Alabama; which was read a 
first and second time, and, with the accom- 
panving papers, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS, 
Mr. McK EE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
959) to provide for a better and more uniform 
settlement of certain claims against the Uni- 


ted States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT SHREVEPORT. 
MOREY introduced a bill (H. No. 
960) appropriating $150,000 for the erection 
of a suitable building for the accommodation 
of the post office, &c., at Shreveport, Louis- 
iana; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, and ordered to be printed, 

COLLECTLONS FROM DISCHARGED SEAMEN 

Mr. MONROE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
961) to amend the law which requires consular 
officers of the United States to collect three 
months’ extra wages upon the discharge of 
seamen; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WATER HIGUWAY. 

Mr. STEVENSON introduced a bill (Hf. R. 
No. 962) to complete a water highway from 
tide-water on James river to the Ohio river at 
the mouth of the Kanawha; which was read 
and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

PATENT ACT. 

Mr. AMBLER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
963) to amend the thirty-third section of the 
patent act; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Patents, 
and ordered to be printed. 

AMELIA A. SMITH. 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 964) granting a pension to Amelia 
A. Smith; whic sh was read a first and se cond 

















































































ime. and referred to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions. 
SARAH EVANS. 


Mr. SPRAGUE introduced a bill (H. 
No, 965) granting a pension to Sarah Evans, 
mother of L. G. Evans, late sergeant company 
K, twenty-first United States infantry ; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

CLAIM AGENTS, ETC. 

Mr, BECK introduced a bill (BH. R. No. 966) 
prohibiting and annulling all contracts made 
with any official of any department of the Gov- 
rendered by them for any 
person relative to any claim or demand against 
the United States, either while the person isin 
office or for two years thereafter ; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 
be printe d. 


ernment for services 


RELIEF OF ARMY OFFICERS. 
Mr. ADAMS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


967) construing the joint resolution of Con- 
gress, approve d July 26. 1866, entitled ‘‘A 


joint resolution for the relief of certain officers | 


of the Army ;’’ which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred tothe Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
MARGARET A. COGBURN, 
Mr. BUTLER 
bill (H. R. No. 968) granting a pension to 


Margaret A. Cogburn, widow of Hiram J. Cog- | 


burn, late a private of company F, second 
Tennessee volunteer infantry ; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the 


Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
BRIDGE ACROSS MISSISSIPPI AT MEMPHIS. 
Mr. VAUGHAN introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 969) to authorize the construction of a 
bridge acress the Mississippi river at Memphis, 


Tennessee ; which was read a first and second | 


time, referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 


REPKAL OF TAX ON SPIRITS AND TOBACCO. 


Mr. GARRETT introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 970) to repeal all laws requiring a tax 
to be assessed and collected on distilleries, 
distilled spirits, and manufactured tobacco; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

AMENDING CERTAIN ACTS, 

Mr. MAYNARD introduced a bill (H. f. 
No. 971) to amend certain acts therein named: 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred tothe Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 


PAY OF ELECTION OFFICERS, 
Mr. COBURN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


972) to provide for the pay of the election 

officers appointed by the judges of the circuit 

courts in cities having upward of twenty thou- 

sand inhabitants; which was read a first and 

second time, referred to the Committee on the 

Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
PENSIONS. 

Mr. COBURN also introduced a bill (H. 
R. Nv. 973) to provide that no pension be 
allowed for wounds or disabilities hereafter in- 
curred, except in cases where such wounds or 
disabilities were contracted actual hostile 
service againsi the public enemy; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

MICHIGAN CITY, INDIANA. 

Mr. PACKARD introduced a bill (H. R. 

No, 974) making an appropriation for a harbor 


of refuge at Michigan City, Indiana; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 


the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to || (H. R. No. 985) for the relief of George S. 


be printed. 
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. sia ancl eee nae erie — 
PETER H. COOKERS. | fourth regiment Illinois volunteer infantry. 

Mr. WILSON, of Indiana, introduced a bill || Which was read a first and secoud time, }¢. 
(H. R. No. 975) for the relief of the family of || ferred to the Committce on Military A fairs 


Peter H. Cookers, deceased; which was read 

a first and second time, and referred to the 

Committee of Claims. 
ARMSTAV GOODLOR. 

Mr. SHANKS introduced a bill (H. R. No 
976) for the relief of Armstave Goodloe; which 
was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and | 
ordered to be printed. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF MISSIONS. 


Mr. SHANKS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 977) authorizing the Secretary of the In- 

terior to issue a patent to the Presbyterian 
| Board of Missions for the reservation of three 

hundred and twenty acres of land set apart by 

Kickapoo treaty, February 28, 1867, for mis- 
| sion and school purposes; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

INCOME TAX OF STATE OFFICERS. 

| Mr. VOORHEES introduced a bill (H. R. 
' No. 978) in reference to income tax collected 
| from officers under State governments; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 


eee 


|| to be printed. 
COLONEL FRANCIS VIGO 
Mr. VOORHEES also introduced a joint 
|| resolution (H. RK. No. 74) referring the claims 
of the heirs and legal representatives of Col- 
| onel Francis Vigo, deceased, to the Court of 
Claims for adjustment; which was read a first 
|| and second time, referred to the Committee 
| on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


PAYMENT OF INFORMERS. 
Mr. KERR introduced a bill (H. R. No 
| 979) to prevent the payment of moieties to 
informers, and to require the proceeds of ail 
|| fines, penalties, and forfeitures under the 
internal revenue and customs laws to be paid 
|| into the Treasury, and for other purposes ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 


BIRDSALL J. PERRIGO, 


| Mr. KERR also introduced a bill (H. R. 
| No. 980) for the relief of Birdsall J. Perrigo ; 
| which was read a first and second time, referred 


to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to 
| be printed. 


AUGUSTA FOX. 

Mr. HOLMAN introduced a bill (H. R. No 
981) granting a pension to Augusta Fox; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


JOHN WATSON, 
Mr. BEVERIDGE introduced a bill (H. R. 


| 

| 

No. 982) granting a pension to John Watson, | 
private in company H, twenty-second regiment || 
lilinois volunteers; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee || 
on Invalid Pensions. | 
MOUND CITY, ILLINOIS. 

Mr. CREBS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


983) to aid in building a soldiers’ monument 
at Mound City, lilinois; which was read a Grst 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


FRANCIS A. EASTMAN. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH introduced a bill (H. || 
R. No. 984) for the relief of Francis A. East- | 
| man, postmaster at Chicago, Illinois; which | 
|| was read a first and second time, and referred 
|| to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 
| GEORGE 8. GUSTIN. 1 


Mr. FARNSWORTH also introduced a bill |! 


| Gustin, late private of company D, seventy- 


and ordered to be printed. 


to reduce the tax on snuff and tobacco: 
was read a first and second time, referred , 
the Committeo of Ways and Means, and ordere 
to be printed. 


| 987) to equalize bounties of soldiers who gery, 


TAX ON SNUFF AND TOBACCO. 
Mr. HAY introduced a bill (H. R. No, og 


Whie 


EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES, 
Mr. HAY also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


in the late war for the Union; which was 


} 
4 
ead 


a first and second time, referred to the Cop 


mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered ty jp 


| printed. 


BONDED WARETIOUSES FOR TOBACCO AND Snupy; ; 
Mr. HAY also introduced a bill (H. R. No, 


988) to abolish bonded warehouses for +} 


A 


| storage of manufactured tobacco and snuff: 


which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

HARBOR OF ALTON, ILLINOIS. 

Mr. HAY also introduced a bill (H. R. 
989) ms viking ap propri: ations for the preser rva- 
tion and improvement of the harbor at the eit 
of Alton, in the State of Illinois; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to tt 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JULIET E. HULL. 

Mr. HAWLEY introduced a hill (H. R. 
No. 990) granting a pension to Juliet E. Hull: 
which was read a first and second time, referred 


| to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 


ordered to be printed. 
RELIEF OF INVALID PENSIONERS. 

Mr. MOORE introduced a bill (H. R. N 
991) providing for the relief of certain invali i 
pensioners; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 


| Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


PROOF UNDER HOMESTEAD LAW. 
Mr. FINKELNBURG introduced a bill (H, 


R. No. 992) concerning the manner of making 
final proof under the homestead law; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 
ARMSTRONG O'HARA. 

Mr. FINKELNBU RGalso introduced a bill 

(H. R. No. 993) to grant a pension to Armstrong 


| O'Hara, late a private in company F, forty- 
| seventh Missouri volunteers; which was read 
| a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
| be printed. 


ROBERT 8S. MOORE. 
Mr. FINKELNBURG also introduced a bill 


| (H. R. No. 994) granting a pension to Robert 


S. Moore; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 


| Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


INTERNAL TAXES. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG also introduced abill 
(H. R. No. 995) amending an act to reduce in 
ternal taxes, and for other purposes, approved 
July 14, 1870: which was read a first and se: 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM If. MOSS AND OTIIERS. 

Mr. KING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 9%) 
for the relief of William H. Moss, Adam I. 
Jamison, and William L. Terry, of Cl arksville, 
Pike county, Missouri; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


BRIDGE AT CANTON, MISSOURI. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 997) giving the consent of the Uni 
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ted States to theerection of a bridge acrossthe ond time, referred, with accompanying docu- 
i ssissi ppi river at Canton, Missouri; which ments, tothe Committee on Invalid Pe: 


isioNns, 
3 aad a first and second time, referred to | and ordered to be printed. 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to AXEF 8. IIOWARD 
he printed 


oe rinted. Mr. DONNAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
APE GIRARDEAU, ETC., RAILROAD, 1009) granting arrears of pension to Axef S, 
Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri, introduced Howard; which was read a first and second 
pill (H.R. No. 998) to aid in the construc- | time, referred to the Committee ou Invalid 
the Cape Girardeau and State Line Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
~-oad, in the State of Missouri; which was VALUE OF CERTAIN LANDS IN LOWA 
re ia first and second time, referred to the 


Mr. ORR introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1910 
> A e A v. INC. wuCeaA a VILL. R. Ne i 

is aha ublic Lands, and ordered . ag 
ee a. -— to authorize the President of the United States 
to be printec . 


to ascertain the value of certain lands in the 
st, LOUIS AND IRON MOUNTAIN RAILROAD. State of Lowa north of the Kaccoon fork of 

Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missiouri, also intro- the Des Moines river, held by settlers under 
duced a bill (H. KR. No. 999) to extend the the preémption and homestead laws of the 
time for completing the St. Louis and Iron United States, and subsequent to the settle 
Mount ‘in railroad, in the State of Missouri; ,, mentthereot determine d by the Supreme Court 
which was read a first and second time, referred | Of the United States to be Des Moines im- 
= a Committee on the Publie Lands, and | provement lands; which was read a first and 
ordered to be printed. second time, re ferred to the Committee on the 

Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
sT, JAMES AND LITTLE ROCK RATLROAD. 

Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri, also intro- ee are a 
duced a bill (HU. R. No. 1000) granting lands Mr. ORR ee introduced a bill (i. it. No. 
to aid in the construction of the St. James 1011) to aid ae oem nen ot the Sioux 
and Little Rock railroad; which was read City and Pembina railway ; which was rm ada 
first and second time, referred to the Commit- first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
toe on the Public Lands, and ordered to be , tee on the Public Lands, with accompanying 

documents, and ordered to be printed. 
JAMES A. M’CULLOCH. SAMUEL ADAMS. 


Mr. HAVENS introduced a bill (H. R. No. Mr. PALMER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1001) for the relief of James A. McCulloch, | 1012) to pay Samuel Adams for services ren- 
late colle cor of the fifteenth district of Mis- || dered in exploring the Colorado river and ils 
couri; which was read a first andsecond time, | tributaries; which was read a first aud second 
referre oh to the Committeeof Waysand Means, time, referred to the Committee of Ciaims, and 
and ordered to be printed. ordered to be printed, 


CANCELING OF BOND, RELIEF OF JOUN W. HOLIDAY. 
Mr. HAVENS also introduced abill (H. R. Mr. WALDEN introduced a bill (H.R. No. 


No . 1002) to cancel a bond, and for other pur- || 1018) for the relief of J. W. Holiday; which 
P 
rl 


a bill 


SIOUX CITY AND PEMBINA RAILWAY. 


priuted. 


es; which was read afirstand second time, | Was read a first aud second time, referred to 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office | the Committee on Military Afiairs, and ordered 


and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. to be printed, 


MEMPHIS AND LITTLE ROCK RAILROAD. CUARLES U. LOCKWOOD. 

Mr. SNYDER introduced a bill (H. R. No. || ., Mr. WALDEN also introduced a bill H. R. 
1003) for the relief of the Memphis and Little a 1014 Lae qrantarreats of pension to C harles 
Rock Railroad Company; which was read a . Lockwood ; which was read > lirst and sec: 
Sot and second time, referred to the Commit- ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
tee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. Invalid Pensions. 

REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES 3RIDGE ACROSS LAKE ST. CROIX. 


Mr. SNYDEK also introduced a bill (H. R. Mr. RUSK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


No 1004) for the removal of disabilities 1015) to.nuthorise the West Wisconsin Railway 


which was read w first and second time, re- || Company to keep up and maintain a bridge for 

or = . il , B2: ght, ge g . h 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, aud railway purposes across Lake St. Croix at the 
ordered to be printed city of Hudson, in the State of Wisconsin ; 

: which was read a first and second time, and 
RIGHT OF WAY THROUGIL PUBLIC LANDS. védierolt to the Combities on Comamntos. 
TITQ ; _ 2S > T 
: a eat eenaeee a bill { H. : - DEVELOPMENT OF MINING RESOURCES. 

UUO) granting the mght of way through the ae ae . . 
public lands of the United States in Arkansas || | Mr. SARGEN I introduced a bill (H. R. 
tothe Missouri, Arkansas, and Louisiana Rail No. 1016) to promote the development of the 
road and Telegraph Company ; which was read | Mining resources of the United States ; which 
a first and second time, referred, with accom- | W45 reada first and second time, referred to ~ 
panying documents, to the Committee on the Commiittee on Minesand Mining, and ordered 
Public ene and ordered to be ieee to be printed. 


Mr. CONGER scnahaal a bill (H. R. No. = SARGENT also introduced a bill (H. 
1006) to promote immigration to the United | R. No. 1017) to prevent and put ish the ob- 
States; which was read a tirst and second time, atrae tion of the administration of justice in the 
referred, with accompanying documents, to the ; Courts of the United States; which was read a 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be || first and second time, referred to the Com- 


printed, mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
COLLECTION DISTRICT OF SABINE PASS. printed. 
Mr. HERNDON introduced a bill (H. R. SILVER COINS OF TUE UNITED STATES. 


No. 1007) to establish the collection district Mr. SARGENT also introduced a bill (H. 
of Sabine Pass, and to create Orange and | R. No. 1018) amendatory of existing laws rel- 
Beaumont, in the collection district of Sabine | ative to the silver coins of the United States ; 
Pass, ‘Texas, ports of delivery ; which was read | which was read a first and second time, re- 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- | ferred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
mitteeon Commerce, and ordered to be printed. | and Measures, and ordered to be printed. 


MARY ANN MONTGOMERY. 1 JAMES M, HUTCHINGS. 
Mr. HANCOCK introduced a bill (H. R. || Mr. SARGENT also introduced a bill (H. 


No. 1008) granting a pension to Mary Ann || R. No. 1019) to confirm to James M. Hutch 
ontgomery ; which was read a first and sec- || ings his preémption claim in the Yosemite 
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valley, in the State of California; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

PUBLIC LANDS IN CALIFPORNTA, 

Mr. SARGENT also introdue d a bill (H. 
R. No. 1020) to dedicate the public agri: 
cultural lands in the State of California to 
homestead and preémption purposes; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

RELIEF OF PREEMPTION SETTLERS 

Mr. SARGENT also introduced a bill (H. 
Rh. No. 1021) for the relief of pre emption set 
tlers in the State of California: which was read 
a first and second time, reterred to the Com- 
mittee on the Publie Lands, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. SARGENT also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1022) for the relief of aged or infirm 
preémption settlers; which was read a first 
ann 1 second ‘tives referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed, 

JOINT ENTRY BY PREEMPTION SETTLERS. 

Mr. SARGENT also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No, 1023) authorizing joint entry by preémp 
tioh settlers, and for other purposes; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. and 
ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS B. VALENTINE. 


Mr. HOUGHTON introduced a bill (11. i 
No. 1024) for the relief of Thomas B. Valen 
tine; which was read a first aud second time, 
referred tothe Committee onthe Publie Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

TERMS OF CIVIL OFFICES 

Mr. COGHLAN introduced a bill (H. Rh. 
No. 1025) to define the terms of civil otlices; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed, 


ADDITIONAL LAND DISTRICT IN MINNESOTA 
Mr. DUNNELL introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 1026) to create an additional land district 
in the State of Minnesota; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 


NAVIGATION OF TILE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

Mr. DUNNELL also introdueed a bill (TH. 
R. No. 1027 ) to perle ct the navigation ot the 
Mississippi river; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, ETC. 

Mr. TAFFE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1028) to amend an act entitled ‘* An act relat- 
ing to members of Congress, heads of Depart- 
ments, and other ofticers of the Government,’’ 
approved June 11, 1864; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
Mr. TAFFE also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1029) to abolish the office of Superintend- 


ent of Indian Affairs; which was read a first 


and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ELECTIONS IN WASHINGTON AND IDAHO. 

Mr. GARFIELDE, of Washington, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1080) to regulate elec- 
tions in Washington and Idaho Territories ; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the ‘l'erritories, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ANSON RUDD. 

Mr. CHAFFEE introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1031) forthe reliefof Anson Rudd; which 
was read a firast and second time, and referred 

|, to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
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LAND IN COLORADO | 
Mr. CHAFFEE also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1082) withdrawing a certain tract of land 
from entry and sale in Colorado Territory, and 
for other purposes; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
DAKOTA NATIONAL GUARDS. 
Mr. ARMSTRONG introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 10383 


National Guards; 


to provide arms for the Dakota 
I 
which was read a first and 


{ 


second time, and referred to the Committee on | 


lilitary Affairs. || 


KELIEF FROM IMPORT DUTIES. || 


‘| he SPEA KER. The State and Territo- 
ries having now been called through for bills 
and joint resolutions on leave, thenext business 
in order during the morning hour is the con- 

ideration of the bill introduced on Monday 
last by the gentleman from Maine, [ Mr. Hats, ] 
being the bill (EL R No. 878) to relieve Amer- 


ican-built steamers and vessels from import 
duties laid uy n als and articles enter- 
Ing into their construc On, repair, and use, 
he pending question | on the motion of the 
geptieman trom Massacl etts, { Mr. DawEs, | 


hill to the Committee of Ways and 


Meat | 
Mr. HALI Isthat motion at this stage of 
the bill debatable ? 
The SPEAKER It is, and the gentleman 
from 


M ah etts is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. HALE. Willthe gentleman yiel 
Mr. DAWES. I will. 

Mr. HALE. How much of the 


) 


1to me 


morning 
hour remains 


The SPEAKER 


rhe gentiewau has both 
clock-fac before him and can see 


with his 
own eves as wellas the Chair can. | Laughter. 
There are eight minutes 
Mr. COX 
will allow me, 


remaining 
If the gentleman from Maine 


to suggest an amendment to this bill 


Mr. HALE. 


Before | surrender the floor I 


will yield to the ntleman, but | do not wish 
to d L pi ent. 

And first, in order to eall the attention of 
members ot the House to this bill which [ in- 


1 last Monday under the second call of 
the States, and upon which I asked an imme- 
diate vote, I ask the Clerk to read the bill. 


trodues 


| would like, if it were possible, 


The bill was read. It provides that all im- 
port duties hereatter coll ected on materials 
enter rinto the ¢ struction of vessels and 
slean l in the nited States shall be | 


returned to the builders thereof, under regu 
lations to be established for such purpose by 
the Secretary of the Treasury ; and all articles | 
of foreign product needed for subsistence on | 
American vessels and steamers engaged in for 
eign trade, or in the use or repair ot American 
vessels and steamers, may be withdrawn from 
bonded warehouses free of duty, 

Mr. MAYNARD. 1 would inquire of the 
gentleman from Maine if the bill extends to 
steamers intended to ply upon the lakes and 
rivers ! 

Mr. HALE. As its terms imply, it includes 
all American-built vessels. I do not know that 
J can answer the geutleman’s 
definitely than that. 
exactly to 


que Lon more 
lam not sure that | know 
what class he refers, but it is in- 
tended to embrace all American-built vessels 

Mr. HALE then addressed the House in 
support of the bill until the close of the morn- 
ing hour, |His remarks will be published in 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The SPEAKER The morning hour has | 
expired, and this bill goes over to the morn- 
ing hour of Mond ty next, Several gent! 
men during the call of States and Territories 
for bills and joint resolutions were not pre 
ent when their States were called. 

GREAT KANAWHA RIVER 

Mr. HEREFORD introduced a bill (H. R. 

No. 1084) making an appropriation for lock- 


ing and damming the Great Kanawha river, 
West Virginia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


REPEAL OF JOINT RESOLUTION. 


Mr. HEREFORD also introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1035) to repeal a joint resolution 


| approved March 2,1867; which was read a 


first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 
be printed. 

PARKERSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA, 

Mr. DAVIS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1036) to establish a marine hospital at the 
city of Parkersburg, in the county of Wood, 
in the State of West Virginia; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 


printed, 


CHARLES H. DAY. 
Mr. DAVIS also introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 1057) to authorize the Commissioner of 
Pensions to issue to Charles H. Day, late a 
first lieutenant in company D, second regiment 
West Virginia volunteers, in lieu of the certifi- 
cate now held by him, a pension certificate for 
a full pension as first lieutenant to date from 
June 30, 1865; which was reada first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
FOREIGN-BUILT VESSELS. 

Mr. COX introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1038) 
to allow American registry to foreign: built ves- 
sels, &c.; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 


and ordered to be printed. 


BUKILAL GROUND AT CUMBERLAND, MARYLAND. 

Mr. RITCHIE introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1039) to donate a small parcel of land 
near Cumberland, Maryland, to the laboring 
sons of that community for a burial ground ; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 


ferred to the Committee on Publie Buildings 


and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 
ROBERT M’ MURRAY, 
Mr. LAMISON introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 1040) for the relief of Robert McMurray, 
second lieutenant of the sixty-seventh Ohio 
volunteer infantry ; which was read a first and 
econd time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
DUPLICATE CHECKS OF DISBURSING OFFICERS, 

Mr. COBURN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1041) to provide for the use of duplicate checks 
by disbursing officers of the War Department ; 
which was read a tirstand second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF HARBORS 


Mr. ELDRIDGE introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1042) making appropriations for the im- 
provement of the harbors of Sheboygan and 
Port Washington, Wisconsin ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mitteeon Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


EDUCATIONAL FUND. 
Mr. PERCE. from the Committee on Edu- 
eation and Labor, reported a bill (H. R. No. 
1043) to establish an educational fund, and to 


| apply the proceeds of the public lands to the 
] 


: education of the people ; 
the Append xX. | i| 


which was read a 
lirst and second time, ordered to be printed, 
and recommitted. 

Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was recommitted ; and 


also move d that the motion to reconsider be | 


laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
REIMBURSEMENT TO TEXAS 
Mr. CLARKE, of Texas, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1044) to reimburse the State of 


' ‘Texas for moneys expended in enrolling, equip- 
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ping, and provisioning the ‘ranger’ fore.. , 
aid the Government of the United Stay, 
protecting the frontier from incursions of 
tile Indian tribes from the republie of 
ico and the Territories of the United State. 
which was read a first and second time, refur, 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
ordered to be printed. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN TEX AS, 
Mr. CLARKE, of Texas, also introd 


bill (H. R. No. 1045) to divide the State at 
Texas into two judicial districts; which wo 
read a first and second time, referred to +), 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered ty j, 
printed. 

LUCIUS F. WADSWORTH. 

Mr. STRONG introduced a bill (H. R. No 
1046) for the relief of Lucius F. Wadswor}.- 
which was read a first and second time, referpod 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered ; 
be printed. 

SALARY OF BOARD OF HEALTH. 


Mr. CHIPMAN introduced a bill (H, R 
No. 1047) to fix the salary of members of } 
board of health; which was read a first ani 
second time, referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed, 


EVIDENCE IN CONTESTED ELECTIONS. 

Mr. MeCRARY introduced a bill (H. R 
No. 1048) supplementary to and amendatory 
of an act entitled ‘‘An act to preseribe { 
mode of obtaining evidence in cases of eo 
which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee 
Elections, and ordered to be printed. 


tested elections ;"’ 


PORT OF ENTRY, PITTSBURG, 

Mr. NEGLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No 
1049) to establish a port of entry and delivery 
at the city of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; whic) 
was read a first and second time. 

Mr. NEGLEY. I ask unanimous consent 
that this bill may be considered now. 

The bill, which was read, provides for 
establishment of a port of entry and delivery 
at the city of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, which 
shall be entitled to the same provisions and 
subject to the same regulations and restriciions 
as other ports of entry and delivery in th 
United States. 

Mr. HOLMAN. §$Asthisbill involves a very 
important question, | think it ought to be r 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. NEGLEY. 1 see no reason why the 
bili should not be put on its passage now. | 
move that the rules be suspended in erder t 
pass the bill. 

On the motion to suspend the rules, ther 
were—ayes 41, noes 11; no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Houman 
Mr. NEGLEY were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers report 





| ed—ayes 111, noes 16. 


Mr. HOLMAN. As this bill involves 
appropriation of some ten thousand dollars 4 
year, and never has been before the app 
priate committee, I ask the yeas and nay 
this proposition. 

Mr. RANDALL. 1 wish the gentleman 
would show how the bill involves such 
expenditure. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It involves an expenditure 
of not less than ten thousand doijlars a yea! 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

So (two thirds having voted in the aflirma 
tive on the division) the rules were suspended, 
and the bill was passed. 


DIFFICULTIES IN LOUISIANA. 


Mr. DAWES. I ask unanimous consent to 
offer the following resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That a select committee of four be ap- 
pointed, whose duty it shall be to inquire into the 
origin and character of the difficuities which have 
arisen between the government and officials of the 
State of Louisiana and United States officials in said 
State, and their conduct growingout of the same, and 
to report the same to this House with such recom- 
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jation as they may deem expedient; that said 
avon tree be authorized for that purpose to employ 
Cor rk and stenographer, to send for persons and 





— to take testimony under oath, to hold their 
ee in this city or elsewhere, as they may deem 
ee eaary, the expenses of said committee to be paid 
<< of he contingent fund of the House of Repre- 


st ntatives. 
Mr. KERR. I object. 
Mr. DAWES. | move to supend the rules 
| pass the resolution. 
fhe House divided; and there were—ayes 


an 


49, noes 46, 

~ Mr. NIBLACK demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

[he question was taken ; and it was decided 
the allirmative—yeas 144, nays 58, not voting 


n 
37 : as tollows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Archer, Averill, 
Barber, Barnum, Barry, Beatty, Bingham, Austin 
Blair. George M. Brooks, Buckley, Sniflinton, Burech- 
ard, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butier, Caldwell, Wil- 
liam f. Clarke, Coburn, Coghlan, Cemingo, Conger, 
Conner, Cotton, Cox, Darrall, Dawes, Dickey, Don- 
nan, Duell, Punnell, Hames, Farnsworth, Farwell, 
Finkelnburg, Charles Foster, WilderG. Foster, Frye, 
Garfield, Gets, Goodrich, Griflith, Haideman, Haile, 
Halsey, Hlancoek, iLanks, Harper, George E. Harris, 
Havens, Hawley, Hay, Gerry W. Hazleton, John W. 
Hazl ton, Hoar, Holman, tLlooper, Houghton, Kelley, 
Kellogg, Ketcham, Killinger, Kinsella, Lamport, 
Lansing, Leach, Lowe, Lyneh, Manson, Marshall, 
Maynard, MeClelland, MeCrary,McGrew, McJunkin, 
MeKee, Mereur, Merriam, Merrick, Monroe, Negley, || 
Orr, Packard, Packer, Palmer, Isaac C, Parker, Peck, || 
Pendleton, Perce, Peters, Poland, Porter, Prindle, 
tainey, Randall, Edward Y. Kice, Ritchie, Eilis H. 
Roberts, William R. Roberts, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
Rusk, Sargent, Sawyer, Scofield, Seeley, Sessions, 
Shanks, Shellabarger. Shoemaker, H. Boardman 
Smith,J ohn A. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Snyder, 
kK. Milton Speer, Thomas J. Speer, Sprague, Stark- 
weather, Stevens, Stevenson, Storm, Stoughton, 
Stowell, Strong, Sutherland, Sypher, Washington 
Townsend, Turner, Tuthill, Tyner, Upson, Vaughan, 
Voorhees, Wakeman, Walden, Waldron, Wallace, 
Wheeler, Whiteley, Willard, Williams of Indiana, 
Jeremiah M. Wilson, and John T. Wilson—1l 44. 

NAYS—Measrs. Acker, Arthur, Beck, Biggs, Bird, 
James G. Blair, Braxton, Bright, James Brooks, Car- 
roll, Crebs, Criteher,Crossland, Davis, Dox, Du Bose, 
Duke, Eldridge, Eiy, Forker, Garrett, Golladay, 
Hambleton, Handlev, John T. Harris, Hereford, 
Herndon, Hibbard, Kerr, King, Lamison, Lewis, Mc- 
Cormick, McHenry, Melutyre, McNeely, Benjamin 
F. Meyers, Morgan, Niblack, Hosea W. Parker, Pot- 
ter, Price, Read, John M. Rice, Sherwood, Slater, 
Slocum, Sloss, Swann, Terry, Van ‘Trump, Waddell, 
Warren, Wells, Whitithorne, Williamsot New York, 
Winchester, and Wood—5s8, 

NOT VOTING — Messrs. Adams, Banks, Bell, 
Beveridge, Bigby, Roderick R. Butler, Campbell, 
Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Creely, De Large, Kdwards, 
Elliott, Henry D. Foster, Harmer, Hays, Hill, Ken- 
dall, McKinney, Mitchell, Moore, Morey, Morphis, 
Leonard Myers, Aaron F, Perry, Eli Perry, Platt, 
Robinson, Sheldon, Shober, Snapp, St. John, Tatfe, 
ane Dwight Townsend, Twichell, Walls, and 

oung—37. 


So (two thirds having voted in the affirma- 
tive) the rules were suspended, and the resolu- 
tion adopted. 


DUTIES ON RICE. 


Mr. SEELEY, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the remonstrance of Dan T'almage’s Sons 
agaiust the repeal or reduction of duties on 
rice; which was referred to the Committee of || 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed, 
and also ordered to be printed in the Globe. 

The paper is as follows: 


New York, January, 1872. 


Tothe Honorable the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United Statesin Congress assembled ;: 


As your honorable body will, in consideration ofthe 
tariff of duties, have presented memorials praying 
fortherepeal or reluction, and also for the reten- 
tion of existing duties on rice, we, in favor of the 
latter (hold off) policy, desire to set before you briefly 
and yet fully the culture as it wasin the past; the 
causes prostrating it; the difficulties attending its 
resuscitation, on which account the present duties 
are asked tobe maintained for a few years; the ad- 
vances made since the close of the war; the conse- 
quences attending repeal or reduction ; the advantage 
given by retention of the duties. 

he lands constituting the rice-growing region, and 
which produce the largest quantity and finest quality 
of grain, were originally swamps, redeemed from 
the streams that intersected and overflowed them 
by heavy embankments. These low lands are espe- 
cially adapted for the culture of rice on account of 
the liberal supply of water which is required for the 
Pburpose of flooding during the various stages of 
growth. Thus a large area of territory, worthless in 
original value and unavailable for the culture of any || 
other product, is made of practical use and benefit. | 

revious to the war the yield was about two !! 


hundred thousand casks, (net weight 
pounds each,) the quantity increasing steadily. 
vielding wealth to the section and of value to the 
whole country, furnishing a food different in char 
acter, more nutritious, andotten cheaperthan fi 


. six hundred 





uli 


The growth was not y equal to the demands of 
the United States, but each year yielded large sur 
plus for export abroad, to Europe, West Indies, and 
South America; thus exac ing contributions toward 


our national wealth. 

In quality it ranked far above the products of 
other rice-growing countries, the grain large and of 
peculiar tenacity, susceptible of such high polish 
that after milling its oppearance was pearly and 
transparent. Asa proot ot its high grade, we note 
thatat the World’s Fair, London, 1851, in eompeti- 
tien and contrast with that produced in other coun- 
tries, it was pronounced “the finest in the world.” 
At this time its cost was so cheap as to enable it to 
compete with foreign kinds, and, shutting such out, 
to supply in full the trade in this country. 

This interest, so strong in the years preeeding the 
war, 1s now impaired, und the product so materially 
lessened as todemand explanation why, while many 
of the products of the South have very nearly, if not 
fully, held their own, as is shown by the compari 
sons of present annual growths with periods before 
the war, this one has not: the production last year 
being only about one third former average crop. By 
investigation it will be found that of all products of 
the South which are now equal(or nearly so) to their 
former proportions, the culiivation was in the main 
in the interior, far removed from military opera- 
tions, and the evilswhich accompany such to indus- 
trial interests, or that the excessive bigh prices inci- 
dent to war times stimulated the growth. We might 
cite as an cxample cotton, the annual produetion 
of which now exceeds that of years previous to the 
war. ‘The general growth was as above stated; the 
Sea Island was also in a measure kept up by parties 
following either army in occupation, The stimulus 
of war prices, the great value that could be com 
pressed into small space, rendered cultivation prac- 
ticable and exceediagly remunerative. ‘Thus the 
lands were under cultivation, and, as it might be 
termed, the original capital kept intact. 

The riee interest has, on the contrary, suffered to 
the fullest extent all the disastrous and damaging 
effects that could result from war; situated along 
the coast, the active military operations inthat quar- 
ter causing demoralization of labor aud an almost 
entire abandonment of culture. Vo forma correct 
idea of the effects of neglect, we recall attention to 
the lands on which the product is raised most suc- 
cessfully, and which, to keep in repair, requires con 
stant watehfulness and labor. In the absence ot 
these, destruction speedily ensued, the natural ele- 
ments regained their ascendency, the land, for the 
most part, relapsed into its normal condition of a 
worthless marsh overgrown with weeds, embank- 
ments broken down by freshets and rapid currents, 
the surface of the land was overflowed by every tide, 
canal and drains filléd up, trunksdestroyed, and the 
fertile swamp became a barren waste. 

At the close of the war the interest seemed so seri- 
ously impaired, that, by many, it was deemed im- 
practicable to attempt its revival; but on consid- 
eration of the fact that the lands (as previously 
stated) were especially adapted to the cultivation of 
rice, and stimulated by the existing duties on for- 
eign, reconstruction wasresolved on. the condition 
ot the section at this time was truly discouraging; 
the planter with impoverished purse; the planta- 
tions almost worthless marshes; the buildings and 
equipments destroyed; the labor unsettled, 

The labor question wasone of the most vexing, the 
abandonment of the culture in the rice region caus- 
ing the best hands, those independent in character 
and steady in habit, toseek for a livelihood other 
channels of employment. With the resumption ot 
culture the difficulty of obtair ing labor was great. 
The principal class of those that bad at first to be 
employed were lazy and shiftless. Elevated into a 
new sphere, that of freedom, where self-action is the 
requisite, unlike their fellows, as above alluded to, 
they misapprebended the situation, and were willing 
dependents on the bounty which the Government 
provided, only seeking labor as free support was de- 
nied. Contracts made on their part were broken as 
simple fancy dictated. Suchrendered an attemptat 
cultivation extremely hazardous, as theslightest pre- 
text would often causea whole force to leave a plant- 
ation at a time when the crops were ata precarious 
pointinculture, requiring the most careful attention. 

The question of labor, however, is happily solving 
itself. As a class, those that were worst, uppreciat- 
ing the fact that freedom brings with its blessings 
cares and responsibilities, are returning to their 
accustomed habits and occupations, yielding for the 
remuneration given honest, steady work. In this 
particular the tuture is assured, as with increasing 
product will come better pecuniary ability on part 
of the producer to command all requisite labor. 

The plantations are being fast reclaimed (practical 
advance set forth hereinafter,) each year more terrt- 
tory being subdued. ‘The great expense attendant 
on such is nearly equal to that of redeeming per- 
fectly wild lands. Not only does each year bring 
forth its increase in quantity, but also marked ad- 
vances are being made in quality, the better grade 
having already reached the highest standard made 
before the war, far aheadof any grown in other parts 
of the world. ; Y 

The pecuniary condition of the planter 1s also 
improved, not so materially in personal as in real 
estate, the accumulations being yearly expended, ay 
the rule, in further reclaiming the unproductive 
wastes, : 

The practical advances made since the war are 
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shown by the result of the growth of the three rice- 
growing States of Georgia, North Carolina, and 
South Carolina, as milled at Savannah, Charleston, 
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above given, by comparison shows the rapid advaneo 
made in the cultivation, and presents the best plea 
that could be invoked in tuvor of a continuance ot 
the past poliey toward it for a few years longer. 

By retention of duties a twofold object is effected. 
Laid during the war tor the purpose of revenue to 
the Government, by reason of our domestic culture 
being still limited, and unable to supply full de 
mand, they still \ ield a large fund to the Tre wury, 
Asan evidence of their non-interterence with the 
consumption, we state that the United States absorbs 
all ofthe domestie product, and more foreign than 
Was retained of the domestic previous to the war. 
Second, the stimulus and aid afforded to the culture 
in this country will soon retstablish it in all its 
original dimension. The many per cent. increase 
Within the past five years, taken as a basis, allow 
the fair deduction to be made that, barring unpre 
cedented disasters in gales and floods, five years 
hence will see the annual product exceeding that 
grown before the war. 

By repeal or reduction now a great industrial in- 
terest of the country will be blotted out, its present 
ditculties rendering it incapable of caring tor itself, 
und the fertile region become a barren waste; the 
vast amount of money and labor spent during the 
last five years to reclaim the land and re&stablish the 
culture, gone for nought; the wroducer, led by the 
liberal policy heretofore exbibited toward weak or 
impaired industries to expend each year bis surplus 
in subduing larger area for cultivation, reduced to 
poverty; the luborer in the produet driven from 
the section and field in whieh by experience he 
can work to the best advantage, into other channels 
where will be found those better adapted, thus com- 
pelling hiin to serve at a discount or possibly become 
a helpless dependent to be supported at the pablic 
expense. 

Inclosing we begtosubmit a summary of the ques- 
tion, t. ¢ 

Its past demonstrated capacity to supply home 
and leave large surplus for foreign markets. 

Its ruin was not tbe result of natural causes, but 
those incident to disastrous war. 

[ts reconstruction has been thus fur extracrdinary, 
considering disadvantageous surroundings. 

[It complete reestablishment as a great national 
product is assured if the liberal policy of the past be 
continued a few years longer. 

Trusting a favorable consideration, respectfully, 

DAN TALMAGE’S SONS, 
AMNESTY. 

Mr. ACKER. Lask unanimous consent to 
introduce a bill to remove legal and political 
disabilities and to grant general‘amuesty. 

The SPEAKER. What does the gentleman 
propose? 

Mr. ACKER. I propose to put the bill upon 
its passage, and Task thatit be read. If nee 
sary, I shall move to suspend the rales. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whereas the President of the United States in his 
late annual message, thinks “it muy well be con- 
sidered whether it is not now time that the disabil 
ities imposed by the fourteenth amendment shouid 
be removed;”’ and whereas ina republic of freemen 
perfect equality of rights ought to exist between the 
citizens thereof to the end that peace and good will 
may prevail throughout its borders: Theretore, 

Be itenacted bu the Senate and House of Representa 
tives of the United States of America in Congreas asseme- 
b/ed, (two thirdsof each House coneurring therein,) 
That from and after the passage ot this act, alllegal 
and political disabilities imposed by any article or 
section of the Constitution of the United States, or 
its laws, the same be, and are hereby, removed, and 
a general amnesty is hereby granted to any and all 
political offenders in any section of the United States 
who shall obey the Constitution of the United States, 
andthe laws passed in pursuance therewith, 


Mr. ACKER. I move to suspend the rules 
and yass the bill. 

Mr. DAWES. I wonld like to vote for that 
bill, but | would suggest—— 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, is this 
debatable? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. DAWES. Ido not want to debate it, 
but I desire to say—— ‘ 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman does not 
waut to debate it, but to interject something 

Mr. DAWES. I want.to call attention to 
the phraseology of the bill. ; 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis 
consin [Mr. ELpripGe] objects to debate. 

Mr. DAWES. I have no objection to a bill 
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granting general amnesty, but I want to cal! 


attention to some of t! phraseology. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE he gentleman has no 
object toag l amnesty bill, will he n 
prove that voting for this? 

Mr. DAWES or what 

Mr. ELDRIDGE l’or the proposition 
now before the House Qne vote for the bill 
would he better th an fou Spee hes favor ol 


amuesty. 
Mr. DAWES. Iam ready to vote for general 
but I do not 


amnesty ; suppose you want 


ihe SPEAKER. Debate is not in order 

Phe que 11ion was on suspending the rule 
and passing the bill; aud being put there 
were aves 15, noes oJ 


Mr. KELLOGG, [demand the yeas and nays 
‘| he yi “a and nay 
Mr. ACKER. 1 wish to amend the phrase- 

ology of the bill. 
The SPEAKER. 

and no amendment 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. | withdraw my objection. 
Mr. COX I object. , 
The SPEAKER The gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Cox] objeeting, de 


were ordered. 


De bate is 
can be made 


obj cle d to, 


“ume d 


vale or 


i 


ment is not in order. 

Mr. DAWES I think the gentleman's bill 
is a lit le broader than he de res him elf, when 
it uses the phrase **disabiities imposed by 


tion of the Constitution. 


any articie o1 ( 

Nhe SPEAKER. It is simply the duty of 
the Chair to enforce the rules. 

Mr. RANDALL. I think there will be 
unanimous consent to change the phraseology 
in the manner suggested by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, | Mr. Dawes. ] 

Mr. DICKEY. 1 object. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask that the bill be 


rep ted again, 
lhe bill was again read. 

The question was on suspending the rules 
ing the bill, on which the yeas and 
nays had been ordered. 

lhe question was taken; and there were — 
yeus 106, nays 93, not voting 40; as fdllows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Acker, 


Barnum, Barry, Beck, Bell, Biggs, Bird, Austin 
Biair, Braxton, Bright, James Brooks, Buckley, 
Caldwell, Carroll, Comingo, Conner, Cox, Crebs, 
Criteher, Crossland, Davis, Donnan, Dox, Du Bose, 
Duke, Eldridge, Ely, Farnsworth. Farwell, Fink 
elnburg, Forker, Wilder D. Foster, Garrett, 
Getz, Golladay, Griffith, Haldeman, Hambleton, 
Hancock, Handley, Hanks, Harper, George E. Har- 
ris, Joho T. Harris, Hay, Hereford, Herndon, Hib- 
bard, Holman, Kerr, King, Kinsella, Lamison, 
Leach, Lewis. Manson, Marshall, McClelland, Me- 
Cormick, McHenry, MelIntyre, McKee, MeNeely, 
Merrick, Benjamin F. Meyers, Mitchell, Morey, 
Morgan, Niblack, Hosea W. Parker, Potter, Price, 
Randall, Read, Edward Y. Rice, John M. Rice, 
Ritchie, William R. Roberts, Roosevelt, Sheldon, 
Sherwood, Slater, Slocum, Sloss, R. Milton Speer, 
Thomas J. Speer, Stevens, Storm,Sutherland,Swann, 
Terry, Turner, Tuthill, Van Trump, Vaughan, Voor- 
hees, Waddell, Warren, Wells, 
liams of New York, Winchester, and Wood—106. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Averill, Barber, 
Beatty, Bingham, George M. Brooks, Buffinton, 
Burchard, Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, William 
T. Clarke, Coburn, Conger, Cotton, Dawes, Dickey, 
Duell, Dunnell. Eames, Charles Foster, Frye.Garfield, 
Hale, Halsey, Havens, Hawley, Gerry W. Hazleton, 
John W. Hazleton, Hill, Hoar, Hooper, Houghton, 
Kelley, Ketcham, Killinger, Lamport, Lansing, 
Lowe, Lynch, Maynard, MeCrary, MeGrew. Me- 
Junkin, Mercur, Merriam, Monroe, Leonard Myers, 
Negley, Orr, Packard, Packer, Palmer, Isaac C. 
Parker, Peck, Pendleton, Peters, Poland, Porter, 
Rainey, Ellis H. Roberts, Rusk, Sawyer, Scofield, 
deeley, Sessions, Shanks, Shellabarger, Shoemaker, 
H. Boardman Smith, John A. Smith, Snyder, 
Sprague, Starkweather, Stevenson, Stoughton, 
Strong, Taaffe, Thomas, Washington Townsend, 
Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Wakeman, Walden, Wal- 
dron, Wallace, Walls, Wheeler, Willard, Williams 


of Indiana, Jeremiah M. Wilson, and John T. Wil- 
sont) 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. Banks, Beveridge, Bigby, | 


James G. Blair, Benjamin F. Butler, Campbell, 
Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Coghlan, Creely, Darrall, 
De Large, Edwards, Elliott, Henry D. Foster, Good- 
rich, Harmer, Hays, Kellogg, Kendall, McKinney, 
Moore, Morphis. Peree, Aaron F. Perry, Eli Perry, 
Platt, Prindle, Robinson, Rogers, Sargent, Shober, 
Worthington C, Smith, Snapp, Stowell, St. John, 
Sypher, Dwight Townsend, Whiteley,and Y oung—40. 


So, two thirds not having voted in favor 
thereof) the rules were not suspended. 


Mr. DAWES. 


Adams, Archer, Arthur, 


Vhitthorne, Wil- | 
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amnesty bill, and move thatthe rules be sus 
pe de l, an 1 that the bill be pas ed, 
The Clerk read as follows: 
A bill to remove political disabilities. 
i cnacted, &ec., That from and afterthe passage 
of this act all political disabilities ineurred under 
and b t f the third section of the fourteenth 


vendment of the Constitution be, and the same 
are hereby, removed. 

Mr. RANDALL. Let us make that unani- 
mous. 

Mr. COX. Wedo not want any yeas and 


nays on that. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire 
to have bsuituted for that of my colleague 
[ Mr. Dawes] the bill | introduced this morn- 
ing, which covers the same thing. 
Mr. COX. Lobject to debate. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
to have my bill read for information. 
The SPEAKER. 
reading of the substitute for information? 


Mr. COX Yes, | object. 

Mr. BULLER, of Massachusetts. Oh, no, 
you do not. 

Mr. COX. Yes, I do. I want a general, | 


Christian amnesty. 

Mr. BULLER, of Massachusetts. Well, this 
is that and a little more. ‘This covers legal as 
weil as political disabilities. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
man’s colleague [Mr. Dawes] is a first-rate 
one—the best thing he ever did in his lite. 


Mr. COX. The bill of the other gentleman 
from Massachusetts makes exceptions, I am | 


sure. 

The SPEAKER. 
either side. 

Mr. COX. IT am aware of that. 
objected to debate myself. 

lhe question was puton Mr. Dawrs’s motion 
tosuspend the rules; and there were—ayes 137, 
noes 48. 


Debate is not in order on 


I have 


Mr. KILLINGER ealled for the yeas and | 


nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were— 
yeas 131, nays 70, not voting 38; as follows: 

Y HAS—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Archer, Arthur, 
Banks, Barry, Beck, Bell, Beveridge, Biggs, Bird, 
Austin Blair, Braxton, Bright, George M. Brooks, 
James Brooks, Buckley, Burdett, Caldwell, Carroll, 
Walliam T. Clarke, Coghlan, Comingo, Conner, Cox, 
Crebs, Critcher, Crossland, Darrall, Davis, Dawes, 


Donnan, Dox, Du Bose, Duke, Edwards, Eldridge, |} 


Ely, Farnsworth, Farwell, Finklenburg, Forker, 
Charles Foster, Wilder D. Foster, Gartield, Garrett, 
Getz, Golladay, Haldeman, Hale, Halsey, Hamble- 
ton, Hancock, Handley, Hanks, Harper, George E. 
Harris, John T. Harris, Hay, Hereford, Herndon, 


| Hibbard, Hill, Holman, Houghton, Kellogg, Kerr, 


| Ketcham, King, Kinsella, Lamison, Leach, Lewis, 


Manson, Marshall, McClelland, MeCormick, Me- 


Henry, MeIntyre, McKee, McNeely, Merrick, Ben- | 
jamin F. Meyers, Mitchell, Morey, Morgan, Negley, | 


Niblack, Hosea W. Parker, Eli Perry, Peters, Pot- 


ter, Price, Randall, Read, EdwardY. Rice, John M. || 
Rice, Ritchie, William R. Roberts, Rogers, Roose- | 


velt, Sheldon, Sherwood, Shoemaker, Slater, Slo- 


eum, Sloss, Worthington C, Smith, R. Milton Speer, | 


(thomas J. Speer, Stevens, Stevenson, Storm, Suth- 
erland, Swann, ‘erry, Thomas, Turner, Tuthill, 
Twicbell, Van Trump, Vaughan, Voorhees, Wad- 
dell, Wakeman, Warren, Wells, Whitthorne, Wil- 
liams of New York, Winchester, and Wood—131. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Barber, Beatty, Bingham, 
Builinton, Burchard, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick 
R. Butler, Coburn, Conger, Cotton, Duell, Dunnell, 
Kames, Frye, Goodrich, 
ton, John W. Hazleton, Hooper, Kelley, Killinger, 
Lamport, Lowe, Lynch, Maynard, McCrary, Me- 


| Grew, McJunkin, Mercur, Merriam, Monroe, Leon- | 


ard Myers, Orr, Packard, F. ‘ser, Palmer, Peck, 


Pendleton, Porter, Prindie, |: 


Snapp, Snyder, Sprague, Starkweather, Stoughton, 


Strong, Tatfe, Washington Townsend, Tyner, Upson, | 
Walden, Waldron, Wallace, Walls, Wheeler, Wil- || 


lard, Williams of Indiana, Jeremiah M. Wilson, 
and John T. Wilson—70. 

NOT VOLTING—Messrs. Ames, Averill, Barnum, 
Bigby, James G. Blair, Campbell, Freeman Ciarke, 
Cobb, Creely, De Large, Dickey, Elliott, Henry D. 


Foster, Griffith. Harmer, Havens, Hays, Hoar, Ken- || 


dail, Lansing, McKinney, Moore, Morphis, Isaac 
C. Parker, Perce, Aaron F. Perry, Platt, Poland, 
Kobinson, Sargent, Scofield, Shober. Stowell, St. 


John, Sypher, Dwight Townsead, Whiteley, and |) 


Young—3s, 
So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) 


I now otler the following « the rules were not suspended. 


I wish 


Is there objection to the | 


The bill of the gentle- | 


Hawley, Gerry W. Hlazle- | 


awaey, Ellis H. Rob- | 
erts, Rusk, Sawyer, Seeley, Sessions, Shanks, Shel- | 
| labarger, H. Boardman Smith, John A. Smith, || 





January 13 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATR 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Syyps, 
one of their clerks, informed the Ho, 


ise . 
the Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 449). 
thorizing the issue of clothing to certain ep]. 
men of company B, fourteentii regimen: .¢ 
lufantry, in which he was directed to ask 4. 
concurrence of the House. 

REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITI PS 
Mr. HALE. I move to suspend the 

for the purpose of putting upon its passage 


bill for the removal of legal and poli 

abilities imposed by the third scetion of rhe 

fourteenth article of amendments to the 0, 
|| Slitution of the United States. 
|| The bill was read. 

The first section provides forthe removal os 
all legal and political disabilities japosed |, 
the third section of the fourteenth artic 
|| amendments to the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, on the persons therein mentioned 
because of their having engaged in insuryec. 
tion or rebellion agaiust the United S:aies. 
or given aid or comfort to the enemies therevf 
|| provided the act shall not apply to or in a é 

way affect or remove the disabilities of any per 
' son included in either of the following el isses, 

namely: First. Members of the Congress oj 
the Union who withdrew theretrom tu aid the 

rebellion. Second. Officers of the Army o; 

the Navy of the United States who, bei 

above the age of twenty-one years, lefi said 

Army or Navy and aided the rebellion. 
| The second section provides that before any 
|| person shall be entitled to the benefit of this 
| act, he shall, within the district where he r 

sides, before a clerk of some court of the Uy 

ted States or a United States eommissiouer, 
_take and subscribe an oath or affirmation | 
support the Constitution of the United Staves, 
and to bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same, which oath or affirmation shall be for 
|, warded by said officer to the Secretary of Stare 
\| of the United States, who shall cause a list ot 
|| all persons complying with the provisions of 
|| this act to be laid before Congress at the open 
1} 
| 


i} 
‘al Q)s 


a at 
©€ oO] 


vr 
S 


| ing of each session thereof; and the oflicer 
before whom such oath or affirmation is made 
shall give to the person taking it a certilicate 

| of the fact under such forms and regula ions 
|| as the Secretary of State shall prescribe. 

The question was taken upon suspending the 
rules and passing the bill; and upon a division 
| there were—ayes one hundred and sixty-three. 

Before the noes were counted, 

Mr. BURCHARD called tor the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HALE. If there is no objection I will 
say that this is precisely the same bill that was 
passed 

Mr. COX. I object to debate. 

The question was then taken by yeas and 
nays; and there were—yeas 171, nays 31, not 
voting 37; as follows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Acker, Ames, Archer, Arthur, 
Banks, Barber, Barnum, Barry, Beck, Bell, Bev- 
eridge, Biggs, Bingham, Bird, Austin Blair, James 
G. Blair, Braxton, Bright, George M. Brooks, James 
Brooks, Buckley, Burehard, Burdett, Caldwell, Car- 
roll, William T, Clarke, Coghian, Comingo, Conner, 
Jotton, Crebs, Critcher, Crossland, Darrall, Davis, 
Dawes, Dickey, Donnan, Dox, DuBose, Duel!, Duke, 
Eames, Edwards, Eldridge, Ely, Farwell, Finkeln- 
burg, Forker, Charles Foster, Wilder D. Foster, Frye, 
Garfield, Garrett, Getz, Golladay, Griffith, Halde- 
man, Hale, Halsey, Hambleton, Hancock, Handiey, 
Hanks, Harper, George E. Harris, John T. Larris, 
Hawley, Hay, Gerry W. Hazleton, John W.Hazleton, 
Hereford, Herndon, Hibbard, Hill, Holman, Hooper, 
Houghton, Kelley, Kellogg, Kerr, Ketcham, King, 
Kinsella, Lamison, Lamport, Leach, Lewis, Lynch, 
|| Manson, Marshall, McClelland, McCormick, Me 

Grew, McHenry, McIntyre, McKee, McNeely, Mer- 
riam, Merrick, Benjamin F. Meyers, Mitchel!, Mon- 
roe, Morey, Morgan, Leonard Myers, Niblack, Hosea 
W. Parker, Isaac C. Parker, Peck, Pendleton, Aaron 
F. Perry, Poland, Potter, Price, Prindle, Randall, 
Read, Edward Y. Rice, John M. Rice,Ritchie, E!lis 
H. Roberts, William R. Roberts, Roosevelt, Sawyer 
Scofield, Sessions, Sheldon, Shellabarger, Sherwood, 
Shoemaker, Slater, Slocum, Sloss, Boardman 
Smith, John A.Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Snapp, 
Snyder, R. Milton Speer, Thomas J. Speer. Stark- 
i. Weather, Stevens, Stevenson, Storm, Strong, Suther- 
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len "yy wiebell, Upson, Van Trump, Vaughan, Voor- 
hall, Waddell, Wakeman, Wallace, W arren, We lls, 
Wheeler. Whiteley, Whitthorne, Willard, Williams 
y New York, John T. Wilson, Winchester, and 
We 1} ae Ainbler, Beatty, Buffinton, Co- 

ren, Conger, Duonell, Goodrich, Hoar, Killinger, 
sto Lowe, Maynard, McCrary, McJunkin, Mer- 

Packard, Packer, Palmer, Porter, Rainey, 
- Sceley, Shanks, Sprague, ‘laffe, Wasbington 
end. Tyner, Waldron, Walls, and Jeremiah 





\ Vilson—ol 

ret, VUTLNG—Messrs. Adams, Averill, Bigby, 
Reniamin F, Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Camp- 
hell, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cox, Creely, DeLarge, 
‘iott. Farnsworth, Henry D. Foster, Harmer, 


Havens, Hays. Kendall, McKinney, Moore, Mor- 
hia. Negley, Perce, Eli Perry, Peters, Platt, Robin- 
ee ‘Rogers, Sargent, Shober, Stoughton, Stowell, 
St. John, Dwight ‘townsend, Walden, Williams of 


ndiana, and Young—3/7. 


So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the || 


rules were suspended, and the bill (H. R. No. 
i1j50) was passed, 
COURTS IN VIRGINIA. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Lask unanimous 
pousent to introduce a bill, for consideration at 
this time, to change the times for holding cir- 
euit and district courts of the United States for 
the western distriet of Virginia. 

Phe SPEAKER. The bill will be read, after 
which the Chair will ask for objections, if any, 
to the consideration of the bili at this time. 

fhe bil, which was read, provides that, in- 
stead of the terms now fixed by law, the cir- 
cuit and distriet courts of the United States 
for the western distr.et of Virginia shall here- 
after be held as follows: at Danville, on the 
Tuesday after the fourth Monday of February 
and August; at Lynchburg, on the ‘Tuesday 
after the third Monday of March and Septem- 
ber; at Harrisonburg, on the ‘Tuesday after 
the second Monday of April and October, and 
at Abingdon, on the Tuesday atter the fourth 
Monday of May and October; and that all 
recognizauces, indictments, or other proceed- 
ings, civil or criminal, now pending in either 
of said courts, shall be entered and have day 


in court, and be heard and tried according to | 


the times of holding said courts as herein pro- 
vided, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 
drawn up by the judge himself, and I ask that 
it be now passed for the convenience of the 
court. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. — I object. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I move that the 
rules be suspended in order to pass the bill. 
I will state that it has been prepared by Judge 
Rives on consultation with his associate, 
Judge Bond. The courts are now about to be 


held, and this change of time is desired at | 


once. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
referred to a committee. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. There is not 


time for that, as the courts, according to the | 


time now fixed by law, would meet next 
month. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If the bill ap- 


plied to only one term [ would not object, but | 


{do not think it proper to change the law gen- 
erally on application of a single judge. 

On the motion to suspend the rules there 
were—ayes 92, noes 36. 

So (two thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended, and the bill (H. R. 
No. 1051) was passed. 

CONSUL AT TIEN-TSIN. 
Mr. BINGHAM, by unanimous consent, 


the salary of the consul at Tien-I'sin; which 


was read a first and second time, and referred || erty-owners on Pennsylvania avenue, for dam 


to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
RELEASE OF W. G. HALPINE. 
Mr. COX, by unanimous consent, submit- 
ted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President, if not incompatible 
with the public interest, communicate to this House 


‘Any unpublished correspondence between the British || 


overnment and our own relating to the releaseof 
the Fenian prisoner. William G. Halpine. 


Swann, Sypher, Terry, Thomas, Turner. Tut- || 


This:-ia-a: dill |} 


minutes }). m. 


Let the bill be | 


| ages in paving sane and changing grade 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


MILITARY FORCE IN KANSAS 
Mr. KERR, by unanimous consent, submit: 


ted the following resolution: which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs: 
Resolved, That there be appointed by Speaker 
a scleect conimittee of three members of t . tle =e, 
with full power to send fur persons and papers, 
whose duty it shall be to ascertain and report 
whether the military force of the United States, now 





stationed in Cherokee county, Kansas, is necessary 
to maintain the public peace and order or to entoree 
the laws in said county, and whether the same is not 
productive of much injury to the best interests of 
the people of said county, and whether the publie 
welfare does not demand that said force be at once 
withdrawn therefrom. 


JOSEPIL PARKINS, 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. by unani 
mous conseut, introduced a bill (IL. R. No. 
1052) for the reliefof Joseph Parking: whieh 
was read a first and second time, and referred 


to the Committee on Publie ixpenditures, 


RELIEF OF NAVAL OFFICERS 


Mr. ARCHER, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 1053) for the rr 
lief of certain officers of the Navy who were 
dropped, furloughed, or retired under the aet 
of February 28, 1855 ; which was read a fir 
and second time, referred to the Committee 


on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 


ADDITIONAL BOUNTILES 
Mr. HOLMAN. Lask unanimous consent 
to introduce, for action at the present time, a 
bill which [ presume will receive the favorable 
consideration of every gentleman here. It is 
a bill to extend the time for presenting claims 


| for addiiional bounties. 


Mr. PleTERS. 1 object,and move that the 
House now adjourn. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to suspend the 
rules that the bill may be read and put on its 
passage. 

The SPEAKER. Doesthe gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Perens] insist upon his motion to 
adjourn ? 

The motion was agreed to, there being—ayes 
145, noes 22. 

Accordingly (at three o’clock and twenty 
the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC, 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 


| under the rule, and reterred to the appropriate 


commiitees : 

By Mr. AMBLER: A petition of 125 Union 
soldiers of Columbiana county, Ohio, praying 
for the passage ofalaw granting to each Union 
soldier in the late war, who has been honorably 
discharged, a warrant for one hundred and sixty 
acres of the public lands. 

By Mr. AMES: The petition of Isdward 


| Turner and others, for the repeal of the tax 


on savings banks. 
Also, the petition of Albert Tirrell and 
others, of South Weymouth, Massachusetts. 


| . “9 . . ’ 
for the repeal or modification of the tax on 


savings institutions. 

By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: The 
petiiion of Mary O'Neill, widow of Thomas 
O’ Neill, major in the second New Jersey light 


| artillery, praying for compensation tor horse 
| and equipments captured by the enemy in the 


late war of the rebellion. 
gy Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 


George Cobb and 118 others, trustees and citi 


: ; a || zens of Nantucket, Massachusetts, praying for 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1054) to regulate a 


the repeal of the tax on savings banks. 


By Mr. CHIPMAN: A memorial of prop 


4 


} 
Also, the petition of the District of Colum 


bia, to be rermbursed for money expended by 


' the city of Washington in constructing the 


market-house, corner of Sevenih street and 
Pennsylvania avenue. 

Also, a petition of S¢ veral hundred Cc tizens, 
asking the passage of a law allowing assign- 
ment of pay by Government employés. 


399 


By Mr. COX: The petition of P. W. Engs, 
J. ‘I’. Smith, and others, citlzens of New York 
city, against the present tax on savings banks. 

Also, the petition of Henry Clement, Henry 
Bogert, and others, citizens of New York city, 
tor reliet from the onerous taxes On Savings 
b i! ks. 

By Mr. DONNAN: The petition of Robert 
Ray and others, pensioners of the United 
States and citizens of iowa, praying for the 


aoe EE 


payment of pensions by postmasters. 

Also, the petition of A. H. Stuart and 133 
others, citizens of lowa, praying for the pas- 
sage of a bill equalizing the bounties of 
Union soldiers in the late war, and also for an 
net granting bounty lands to the extent of one 
hundred and sixty acres to each honorably dis- 
charged soldier and sailor in the late war for 
the suppression of the rebellion 

By Mr. VOX: The petition of John F. Thom 
ason, S. Kk. Dobbs, KR. A. MeSpadden, and 
others, who are tax payers of the State of 
\Jabama, praving for tariff reform. 

Also, the petition of J. S. Burton. of Cle 
burne county, Alabama, for tne removal of the 
political disubuities of Bartlett Owens. 

By Mr. DULLL: 
ant Thomas Simms, of company G, seventy- 
sixth regiment New York volunteers, praying 


compensation to 


Phe petition of Lieuten 


four months’ service as 
nutrvy during the war for 
the suppression of the rebeliton. 


heutenant of infi 

Also, the memorial of Joseph Dyer, of 
Pompey, Ouondaga county, New York, for a 
pension for serviees in the war of 1812. 

Also. the petition of Horace Wheaton, Ma 
novh Pratt, Dr. Jehial Stearns, and others, 
ciizens of Onondaga county, New York, pray- 
ing that a pension be granted to Joseph Dyer, 

Also,the petition of Allen Munroe, D. P, 
Wood, and others, cilizens of Syracuse, New 
Yor bi praying that the tax upon deposits ot 
Viogs bank be abol shed 

By Mr. DUKE: The petition of M.S. Lang- 
home and 220 others, citizens of Lynchburg, 
Virginia, in favor of a uniform rate of tax on 
all descriptions of manufactured tobacco en- 
tering the market for consumption, at the rate 
of sixteen cents per pound. 

By Mr. EAMES: The petition of Elias 
\W hitney, for arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Mary A. Diamond, 
dependent mother of Thomas Diamond, private 
of companies G and H, fourteenth United 
States infantry. for a pension. 

By Mr. ELDRIDGE: A petition of pen- 
sioners of the State of Wisconsin, for amend 
ment of the pension laws, so as to require the 
paywent of pensions through the post offices, 

By Mr. FRYE: The petition of John L. 
Parike r and others, for change in p sion laws. 

By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: A peti yn 
of pensioners of Odio. for pas ment of pen 
BIK ls through Postuasters. 

By Mr. HALDEMAN: A petiton of 500 
citizens of York eoun vy, DPeousylvania, for 
such moditieation of the internal revenue laws 
as will remove certain charges which now dis 
criminate against the spaall disiiller. 

By Mr. LANCOCK: the petiionof Naney 

W. Bean, praving for compensation for the use 
of her | roperty by the United tates in the 
constr et my Or lort Richar LSsolh, in Lexa >, 12 
1847. and forthe destrue ion of othe property 
by the Onited Sates Army. 
“Also, the pedion of Stanberry Cooper and 
Sarah Cooper, his wie, praying for compen 
sation forthe use of her property by the Umired 
States in the construction of Fort Richa: dson, 
in Texas, and for the destruetion of other 
property by the United Staves Aruny. 

By Mr HARRIS, of Mississippi: A petinon 
of citizens of Marshall county, Miss | 
ing for the refanding of cotton tax levied in 
1865, 1866, avd 1867. 

Also, apetinion of citizens of Alcorn county, 
Mississippi, for refunding of the taxes paid on 
cotton in the years 1865, 1806, and Ls6/. 

3y Mr. HOAR: The memorial of Dr, Charies 


gSippl. ask- 
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T. Jackson, of Massachusetts, concerning dis- 


covery of anesthetic agents 

By Mr. HOUGHTON: Two petitions of 
merchants of San Francisco, California, ask 
ing for a modification of the duties on rice 

By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of Simon 


Savage, for ex on of patent. 
By Mr. KERR: The memorial of 


Amos 
Sanford, Joshua 8. . 
Cherokee count . Kansas, Bruce 
thereof, and other officers and « 


Miller, clerk 
itizens of the 
the appointment of a com 
House to investigate 


BATHE, = 1OT 


mittee of the and report 
upon ve condition of society 
in said county, and the reasons or necessity, if 

rh force by the 


United States therein, and praying als o forthe 
removal of said force in the interests of public 


any, for maintaining @ military 


peace and personal liberty. 

By Mr. McKEE: The petition of W. H. 
Batte and 205 others, 
county, Missi ippl, ul king the 
the cotton tax 

By Mr. McNEELY: The petition of E. H 
Curtis and others, of Fulton county, [linoi 
praying for the passage of 
uniform tax at the rate of sixteen cents per 


Rankin 
refunding of 


citizens of 


‘e 
a law establishing a 


ound on all manufactured tobacco. 

By Mr. MERCUR: The petition of Cap- 
tain Hiram H. Cope and 42 others, soldiers 
and citizens of Jetferson county, Ohio, pray 
ing for the passage of a law giving to all hon- 
discharged soldiers, sailors, and ma 
rines who served in the Union Army during 
the late rebellion, a bounty of $8 33 per month 
for the time so served. 

sy Mr. PARKER, of New Hampshire: A 
petition of pensioners of New Hampshire, pray 
ing for the passage of a bill for the payment of 
pensions through postmaster 

By Mr. PETERS: The 
Ware, late United State 
of Maine, for relhef. 

Alsu, the petition of Nathan Clifford and 
for ‘ins relief of said Ware. 

John H. Lynde and 
Maine, against the sale by 
Government of stamped envelopes. 

By Mr. RANDALL: The petition of Charles 
Lynch, late a private ine mMpany I, fifty 
Pennsylvania voluntes rs, praying fora pension 

By Mr. RICE, of Kentucky: A petition of 

soldiers of the war of 1812. asking an increase 
of pension. 

By Mr. SARGENT: 


duty on rit 


orably 


petition of Asher 
judge of the district 


others, 
Also, the petition of 


others, of Bangor, 


fourth 


Papers relating to the 


Also, a memorial of citizens of San Fran- 
cisco, concerning silver coinage. 

By Mr. SLOSS: The petition of U 
president, and Henry St. Paul, 
the Board of Swamp and Overtlowed Land 
Agents of the State of Alabama, asking Con- 
gress to pass an enabling act, amendatory or 
supplemental to the act approved March 12, 
L860, authoriz 


. L. Jones, 


swamp and overflowed lands, which, by act 
approved September 28, 1850, were donated 
to said State; also, to authorize the said State 
to claim from the United States, under the 
forms already provided by law, the refunding 
of the proceeds of all of si aid lands which may 
have been sold since the date last mentioned, as 
well as the right to locate as much of the same 
lands as may have, since the same time, been 
entered under military and other warrants. 

Also, the petition of James Saint and others, 
of Colbert county, Alabama, for a post road 
from Tuscumbia, by way of Saint’s store, to 
Newburg, Alabama, and that a post office may 
be established at the store of James Saint. 

By Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania: A peti- 
tion of citizens of Pe *nnsylvanis a for a unitorm 
tax of sixteen cents per pound on manufac- 
tured tobacco. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition and me- 
morial of Samuel Wyllys Pomeroy, of Pome- 
roy, Ohio, claiming payment of indemnity for 
French spoliations. 


Vincent, treasurer of 


and Pp iblic order 


secretary, of 


ing the oonstitated authorities of 
Alabama to proceed to the further selection of 


THE CO 


| By Mr. STOUGHTON: A petition of 160 


esidents of St. Joseph, Michigan, asking for 
an ropriation for the improvement ot the 
Cohen at that plac » 

Also, the petition of Sarah E. Martin, widow 


of Samuel Martin deceased, late private of 
the eighty-seventh Indiana volunteers. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of E. W. 
Whitaker, late postmaster at Hartford, Con- 
nectient, for reimbursement on account of 
defalcation « ney order clerk. 

$y Mr. T Y! N ER : A petition of sundry pen- 
ioners in the State of Indiana, asking the 
passage of a law | roviding for the payment of 
pensions through postmasters 
By Mr. VAUGHAN: Resolutions of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of Memphis, 
l'ennessee, asking forincreased compensation 
for letter-carriers. 

Also, the petition af; ua Jones, W. W. 
Vaughan, and 26 others, citizens of Haywood 
Tennessee, praying the extension of 
mail line connecting Jackson with Brownsville, 
via Wellwood. 

By Mr. WAKEMAN: The ] 
Weinman, for arrears of pens a 

Also, the petition of Gottlieb Sterr, for arrears 
of pension. 

By Mr. WALDEN: 

P. N. Barker and 


soldir rs of 


if me 


county, 


The petition of Captain 
lama county, Iowa, that the act 
ap] rroved Jul y 15, 
give to soldiers the amount of 
allowed without actual settlement and cultiva- 
tion: also for the equalization of bounties. 

Also, the petition of C. U. Lockwood, late 
of compuny FE, twenty-second Iowa infantry, 
for arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Lieutenant J. W. Holi- 
ds ay, late of con ipany B, eighth lowa cavalry, 
for the pay and allowances of such officer for 
the time he served as such. 

By Mr. WELLS: A petition from 2,061 citi- 
zens of Missouri, Iowa, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
and Minnesota, for relief from the present 
steamboat law, and the improvement of the 
water routes and encouragement of our navi- 
gation interest. 

iy Mr. WILLARD: A petition for a mail 
route from Whiting to Castleton, Vermont. 

Also, the petition of J. D. Cummings, of 
Vermont, for relief. 


] 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
The following notice for leave to introduce 
a bill was given under the rule: 
By Mr. COX: A bill granting a pension to 
Elizabeth Harding. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

The following were presented under the rule, 
and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads: 

By Mr. COGHLAN: A bill to establish 
certain post roads in the State of California. 

By Mr. DAVIS: Abill to establish a post 
route from Rathbone post office, Wirt county, 


West Virginia, via Richardsonville and Lynch’s | 


Mills, to Arnoldsburg, in Calhoun county, in 
said State. 

By Mr. PRINDLE: A bill to establish a 
post route from Downsville, in the State of 
New York, via Butternut Grove, to Hankin’s, 
in said State. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, January 16, 1872. 

Prayer by Rev. H. B. Ringaway, of New 
York city. 

The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was 
read and approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a letter of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting a communication from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
submitting estimates of appropriations re- 


vetition of John 


78 others, officers and | 


1870, be so amended as to | 
land therein | 
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quired for the surveying service to supp 

deficiencies for the fiscal years ending J, 4 

80, 1870, 1871, and 1872, re spe Clively . whi . 

vas referred to the Committee on Appr WT 

tions, and ordered to be printed, tae 
He also laid before the Senate a repr 

the Secretary of the Interior, communica); 


in compliance with a resolution of the Sena, 
of the 10th instant, a report of the ¢ omn . 
sioner of the General Land Office coneer: 
the line of railway from the mouth of the Q), 


, 


| river to the city of Mobile; which was orde sed 


| tives, by Mr. 
| nounced tat the House had passed the fo! 


third section of the fourteenth article of amen 4 








| 


to lie on the table, and be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 


A manana from the House of 


Represent, 
STROHM, One of its 


clerks, an- 
1OW- 
ing bills; in which the concurrence of 
Senate was requested: 

A bill (H. KR. 1049) to establish a port 
of entry and delivery at the city of Pittshurg 
Pennsylvania ; ™ 

A bill (H. R. No. 1050) for the removal] et 
legal and political disabilities imposed by 


the 


ments to the Constitution of the United States. 
and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1051) to change the times 
for holding circuit and district courts of jhe 
United States for the western district of Vir. 
ginia. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a peti- 
tion of Dr. A. T. Augusta, Dr. J. D. Harris, 
William H. Smith, C. Crusor, Charles Cragin, 
and twelve hundred and thirty-six other cit 


zens of the District of Columbia, prayi ng 


| the passage of the supplementary civil r 


bill; whieh was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER prese nted a petition of th 
Florence, Massachusetts, ee ‘rance and 
Literary Union,’’ signed by A. Hill, 
ident, asking for national sheet thew i gisla 
tion for the suppression of the sale, manu 
ture, and importation of intoxicating lique 
to be used as a beverage; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens ot 
Massachusetts, praying an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, providing 
that no candidate shall hereafier be eligibl: 
to any Federal office who is addicted to the 


| use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage, and 
| that drunkenness in any incumbent of such 


otice shall be deemed at any time sufficient 
cause for immediate impeachment and de ae 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 
He also presented a memorial of the Reform 
League of New York, asking for the estab 


| lishment ofa national system of public schools; 


which was referred to the Committee on [du 
vation and Labor. 

He also presented a petition of the American 
Temperance Commission, asking for an amend: 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, 
providing that no person shall hereafter be 
eligible to any Federal office who is addicted 


| to the use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage 
| which was referred to “the Committee on th 


Judiciary. 

Mr. SUMNER. I present the petition of 
Joseph H. Morgan and fifty others, of Bristol, 
Pennsylvania, praying for the passage of the 
supple mentary civil rights bill; also a similar 
petition from ‘Joseph So: Bustill and one bun- 
dred and forty-seven others, of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania; also a similar petition from 
John Billings and two hundred and ninety-one 
others, of the tenth United States cavalry, at 
Fort Sill, in the Indian territory, praying for the 
passage of the supplementary civil rights bill; 
also a similar petition from N. W. Curry and 
twenty others, of Galveston, Texas ; and also 

a similar petition from Joseph H. Morganand 
fifty others, of Bristol, Pennsylvania. I move 
that these petitions lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I present the | cause for impeachment and deposition. I move 


‘emorial of Mareus L. Ward, ex-Governor 
Oe Ne w Jersey, in the form of a letter to my- 
of } j 


1¢ eetting forth that under the call for volun- 


sel, 


rc 


teers |! 


] 


| 
| 
1} 


i» 1861. each volunteer was entitled to a | 


hounty of $100, that this has been so adjudged | 


she Supreme Court of the United States, 


y asking for legislation to extend the bounty 
t a | regiments that were accepted under this 
-al], and also asking for the requisite appro- 
ation. 1 move the reference of the memo- 
+o the Committee on Military Affairs. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented the 
memorial of Rachel Rhoades, of Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, praying indemnification for 
loss of property by French spoliations prior 
+o the year 1801; which was referred to the 
Committe e on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of 
Charles F. Beyland, of New York, praying to 
he allowed a pension ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. ‘Se ; 

He also presented the petition of Louis 
Lamorreau, praying to be allowed a pension 


the reference of this petition tothe Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That petition seems to 
me to refer more peculiarly to matters of priv- 
ilege and election. I think it should more 


properly go to the Committee on Privileges 


S . > * #9 it 
and Elections, as it refers to the privilege of 


drinking and the election of persons to office. 
] move that it be referred to the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. POMEROY. I was about to suggest 
that it go to the Committee on Disabilities. 
[Laughter.] I have not taken any interest in 
this disability business; but we have a com- 
mittee on that subject, and this is mainly a 
question of disability. If the motion is in 
order, | move to refer the petition to the Com- 
mittee on Disabilities. . 

Mr. SCOTT. I hope the Senator from IIli- 
nois, the chairman of the Committee on the 


| Judiciary, will not feel the slightest delicacy 


on account of services rendered by his son | 


during the late war; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the memorial of Alexan- 
der 
extension of their letters-patent for a loom for 
weaving Axminster and Moquette carpeting 


automatically; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Patents. 

Mr. SAWYER presented the petition of 
R. K. Neufville and various other publishers 
and printers of Charleston, South Carolina, 
praying a modification of the law regulating 
the sale of stamped envelopes by the Govern- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I present seventeen 


Smith and Haleyon Skinner, praying an |) 


about taking charge of this petition and dis- 
posing of it. The amendment cannot be ob- 
tained very readily, I presume; and I do not 
think there will be any difficulty in his dis- 
posing of it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. This seems 
to be a very violent change, and I move that 
the petition be referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Affairs. [Laughter. ] 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Three commit- 


| tees have already been named. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the appropriate 
committee is the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first ques- 


tion will be on that, as the committee moved 


| by the Senator from Kansas is a select com 


petitions from as many different houses in the | 


State of New Hampshire, praying for the 


repeal of the duty-on salt. J move their refer- | 


ence to the Committee on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 


of J. W. Moore, chief engineer in the United 


States Navy, asking for promotion ; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MORTON presented a petition of en- 
velope manufacturers, stationers, and printers, 
of the State of Indiana, praying a modification 
of the law regulating the sale of stamped 
envelopes by the Government; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 


Mr. PATTERSON presented the petition | 


mittee, and by the rule that question imust be 
reserved until the question of reference to any 
standing committees that may be named is dis 
posed of. The Senator from Pennsylvania 
having moved the reference of this petition to 
the Committee ou the Judiciary, the Senator 


| from Illinois moves to amend by striking out 
| ‘* Judiciary’’ and inserting ‘‘ Privileges and 


He also presented the petition of Asbury | 


Boone and Mary J. Oveton, of Marion, Indi- 
ana, fora special act of Congress authorizing 
the issue of a check in payment of arrears of 
pay and bounty in lieu of an original check 
which has been lost; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I present the 


petition of Solomon Davids and others, of the | 


Stockbridge and Munsee tribe of Indians, in 
which they set forth that in the distribution of 
the proceeds of the sales of a portion of their 
‘ands they have been excluded ; and also that 
they are required to surrender their tene- 
ments without any pay for tenement or improve- 
ment, to their great oppression and injustice. 
They ask Congress to pass a law giving them 
relief. 1 move the reference of the petition to 
the Committee on Indian A ffairs. 
lhe motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SCOTT. Ipresent the petition of Cyrus 
Pierce and others, citizens of ristol, Pennsyl- 
Vania, asking that an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States be adopted by 
Congress and submitted to the States for rati 
fication providing that no candidate sball 
hereafier be eligible to any Federal office who 
is addicted to the use of intoxicating liquors 
as a beverage, and that drunkenness in any 
incumbent of such office shall be sufficient 


42p Conc. 2p Szss.—No. 26. 





| Elections.’’ 
| ment. 


| lation for the suppression o 
| facture, and importation of intoxicating liquors 


The question is on that amend 


The amendment was agreed to; there being 
on a division—ayes 20, noes 18. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the motion to refer as amended, and 
if that motion shall be voted down, then the 
question will come upon the motion of the 
Senator from Kansas, to refer the petition to 
the Committee on Disabilities. The question 
now is on referring it to the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SCOTT. I also present the petition of 
Cyrus Pierce and other citizens of Bristol, 
Pennsylvania, asking for prohibitory legis- 

P the sale, manu 


to be used as abeverage. I presume the proper 
reference of this petition, unless the Senator 
from Illinois has a delicacy upon that subject, 
would be to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and I make that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SCOTT. I also present a memorial of 


| citizens of Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, 
| who are workers in pig iron, remonstrating 
| against a reduction of duties on such articles 


as are successfully produced in this country, 
and praying for the repeal of the duties upon 
tea and coffee, and such other articles of com 
fort or necessity as cannot be produced in the 
United States; and also praying that the tariff 
be so adjusted as to protect every home in 
dustry and foster the interest of American 
labor. I move the reference of the memorial 
to the Committee on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland, presented 
the memorial of John Stewart and others, of 
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| tion for spoliations committed by the French 


prior to the year 1801; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. VICKERS presented the memorial of 
J. M. Hansom and Thomas Adams, adminis- 
trators of Juliana Barry, the widow of James 
D. Barry, deceased, (who was heir and for 
the co-heirs of James Barry, deceased,) pray- 
ing indemnification for spoliations committed 
by the French prior to the year 1801; which 
was referred to 
Relations. 

Mr. LE WIS presented the petition of Wil 
liam L. Anderson, of Rockingham county, 
Virginia, praying payment for services ren- 
dered to the United States during the late re 
bellion; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims 

Mr. SAULSBURY presented the memorial 
of Bougham, Thomas « Co., and other book- 
sellers, job printers, and stationers of Wilming- 
ton, Delaware, protesting against the sale of 
stamped envelopes by the Government; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. WEST presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Louisiana, booksellers, job printers, 
and stationers, protesting against the sale of 
stamped envelopes by the Government; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. COOPER presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Tennessee, booksellers, job printers, 


the Committee on Foreign 


aud stationers, protesting against the sale of 
stamped envelopes by the Government; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, presented 
additional papers in relation to the claim of 
Clara Morris for compensation for services 
rendered; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented the petition of 
F. T. Sherman and others, citizens of the city 
of Chicago, asking for the passage of a bill to 
allow building material in the burned district 
of that city to be imported duty free: which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of 
John Neal, surviving administrator of the 
estate of James Neal, of Portland, Maine, 
praying indemnity for losses sustained by 
French spoliations; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. FENTON. I present the petition of 
L. A. Strowbridge, P. B. Dean, j M. Sea- 
man, and other citizens of Cortland, New 
York, asking for an amendment to the Consti- 
tution providing that no person shall hereafier 
be « ligible to any Federal office who is addicte 1 
to the use of intoxicating liquors. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That petition 
will be referred, under the vote of the Sen- 
ate just had, to the Committee on Privileges 
and Elections, unless the Senator should move 
some other reference. 

Mr. FENTON. I suppose it should go to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and I hope 
that direction will be given to it. Notwith- 
standing the vote of the Senate, I think the 
Judiciary Committee is the proper committee 
to consider the subject. 

the VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from New York presents a petition from citi- 
zens of Cortland. New York, asking for an 
amendment to the Constitution providing that 
no person shall be eligible to any Federal 
office who is addicted to the use of intoxicating 
liquors; and, notwithstanding the recent vote 
of the Senate, he moves its reference to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and the question 
will be on that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FENTON presented a petition of citi 
zens Of Cortland county, New York, a peti- 
tion of citizens of New Rochelle. New York, 
and two petitions of citizens of Rochester, 
New York, asking for an amendment of the 


Baltimore, Maryland, praying indemnifica- || Constitution providing that no person shall 
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hereafter be eligible to any Federal office who || not ask that it be printed. I now move that 


ig addicted to the use of intoxicating liquors 
as a beverage: which were referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LOGAN presented the petition of Rev 
Charles Cain, praying compensation for ser- 
vices rendered as chaplain of the sixty-fourth 
regiment Illinois infantry volunteers ; which 


was referred to the Committee on Military | 


Affairs. 

Mr. FERRY, present 
the petition of manufacturers of envelopes, 
reside in Put- 
nam, Connecticut, setting forth that the Gov- 


of Connecticut. I 


printers, and stationers, who 


ernment, through the Post Office Depart 
ment, is manufacturing and selling envelopes 
at or below their cost, stating their objections. 
and proposing an amendment to the present 


’ I move its reference to the 
Committee on linance. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
have been referred generally tothe Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. I 
objection to that reference 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. 
will be so referred. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I present the petition ofa 
number of citizens of Minnesota, of the same 
character as that offered by the Senator from 
Counecticut beloreme, Mr. Ferry, ] complain- 
ing that the Governn.ent, through the Post 
Otlice Department, is manufacturing stamped 
envelopes and selling them below cost. A 
great number of these petitions have been pre 
sented at this session, and probably at previous 


BReSSIONS 


law as a remedy 


have no 


This petition 


are printed on the same press, with blanks for 
names to be signed. 
under a great misapprehension on this sub 
ject. 
stamped envelopes, and never did. It con- 


of stamped envelopes under the law, and does 
not sell them for less than cost, but for about 
ten per cent. over the cost, and thus secures 


to the remotest parts of the Republic the most 
perfect envelope, which they could not have | 


there if they were supplied by private parties. 
All this is done under the law. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The petition 
will be referred to the Committee on 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan, presented the 


memorial of Alfred Spink, of Chicago, Illi- 


nois, and Daniel Wolf, of Cincinnati, praying 


indemnification to the amount of $39,831 12 | 


paid by them for two hundred and seventy- 
seven bales of cotton bought from one William 
L. Grant, at Memphis, Tennessee, which cot- 
ton was seized by the Government; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of H. 
8. Bracket and others, booksellers, stationers, 
and mechanics, Council Bluffs, Iowa, protest- 
ing against the sale of stamped envelopes by 
the Government; which was referred to the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. CALDWELL presented the petition of 

S. Barnes, praying for payment of the 
sum of $550, the value of subsistence supplies 
used by the army in Colorado Territory in 
1862; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs 

He also presented the petition of Thomas 
H. Yeatman, praying to be paid $1,275, being 
the amount of vouchers issued for the rental of 
buildings used by the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

He also presented a petition of members of 
the bar of Leavenworth, Kansas, praying that 
terms of the circuit and district courts of the 
United States for the district of Kansas be 


held at that city; which was referred to the || 


Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. POOL. 
tion in behalf of the heirs an 
atives of Joseph Wheaton, deceased, and I did 


Those petitions | 


|| shall be considere 
| | ask that this memorial take the same refer- 
|| ence which other petitions of the same kind 


They all bear the same impress, || 


These petitioners labor | 


Post 
|| presented is precisely like one that was re- 


j 
} 
| 
| 
| 


Yesterday | ee a peti- | 
legal represent- | 


| the petition be printed 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. NORWOOD presented a memorial of 
the Legislature of Georgia, relative to water 
communication between the Atlantic and Mis- 
sissippi; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 


| He also presented a resolution of the Legis- 


|| lature of Georgia. in favor of the payment to 


| those Cherokee Indians who remained in that 
State, and are now citizens thereof, oftheir pro 
rata share of the moneys arising from the sale 
of the Cherokee lands sold under the treaty 
of 1866.and of their pro rata share of all 
other moneys due under the several treaties 
between the United States and the Cherokees; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 

| Affairs. 

| Mr. POMEROY. I am charged with a 


memorial signed by John 1. Sargent, of Bos- 


ton, president of the Prohibitory Club, in which | 


he asks that there shall be a disability imposed 


| by an amendment to the Constitution upon | 


l'ederal officers who are addicted to the use of 
| intoxicating liquors as a beverage, and that 


| drunkenness by any incumbent of such office || 


cause for impeachment. 


| have taken. 


(he VICE PRESIDENT. One such peti- | 


tion to-day has been referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Privileges and Elections and one to the 


|| Committee on the Judiciary. 
My own opinion was that | 
. , r? * ° . . | 
it should go to the Committee on Disabilities ; 


Mr. POMEROY. 


| but | move that this be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


|| The motion was agreed to. 
lhe Government does not manufacture || 


Mr. POMEROY. I am charged with a 


|| petition from the same source, asking for 
tracts with private parties for the manufacture || 


legislation by Congress upon the subject of 
the importation and sale of intoxicating liquors, 


| and for the passage by Congress of a prohibit- | 


ory law. | ask that this petition, very respect- 


_ably signed as itis by Rodney French, John | 


T. Sargent, Rev. Mr. Miner, and others of 
Boston, be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If I understood the 
Senator correctly, one of the petitions he has 


| ferred toanothercommittee. I think petitions 

| of the syme character ought to go to the same 

| committee. 

| Mr. POMEROY. Since the vote of the 

| Senate to which the Senator alludes the Sen- 

| ate has ordered several of these petitions to 
go to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I supposed one vote of 
the Seaate would carry all petitions of the 
same kind to the same committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair drew 

| the attention of the Senate to the vote which 


|| had been taken when the Senator from New 


York presented a similar petition, but that 
| Senator stated, in spite of the vote of the 
| Senate, which was repeated from the Chair, 
| that he desired to have that petition from 


| Cortland New York, referred to the Commit- 


tee on the Judiciary, and it was done by vote 
ot the Senate. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


to one committee. 


I think they should go 
It is not important, per- 


| haps, what committee has them; but after the 
| vote of the Senate I supposed they would all 


follow one direction. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate, how- 
ever, changed its direction on the suggestion 
of the Senator from New York, and on his 


| motion the question was submitted by the Chair 
| to the Senate. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I was not aware of it. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 


on referring this petition to the Committee on 


the Judiciary. 
Mr. POMEROY. This is similar to one 
already referred to that committee. 





_ day last, but which were postponed by 4} 
| adjournment over. If ; 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. What is its characte» 

Mr. POMEROY. I have presented +. 
One relates to an amendment of the Cones, 
tion, and another to the passage of a prol ih 
itory law by Congress. = 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
any more time about it. 
as they please. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


I do not wish to tak, 
The Senate will 4 


_ Kansas moves that this petition be referred ;, 


the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. LOGAN. I desire to give notice tha; 


_afier the morning bour, with the unanim 


consent of the Senate, I should like to mak. 


some remarks that 1 desired to make on Ff; 


the 
there is any Other 


important business to be presented, | do no, 
wish to interfere with it. If the Senate wy; 


| consent, however, I desire to be heard this 


morning. 

Mr. SUMNER. I will say to my friend tha, 
I expected to-day to go on with evidence ayd 
testimony showing the necessity of the action 
of Congress for the protection of equal righis, 
and also showing the desire of the colored 
people that they should have their rights be 
fore rebels receive amnesty. But then! am 
perfectly willing to defer to the Senator. | only 
wish it to be understood that I desire to be 
heard on thai subject. 

Mr. LOGAN. If it will interfere with any 
body else I do not wish to go on. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Illinois gives nolice that he desires at tle 
expiration of ihe morning hour, if it meets the 
concurrence of the Senate, to submit some 
remarks on a bill important to his constitu 
ents, which was assigned by the Senate for 
Friday last, but which was passed over by the 
adjournment from Thursday to Monday. 

THE TARIFF—SALT DUTY 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the 
Committee on Finance, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No. 173) to repeal the duties on 
salt, to report it back with a number of amend 
ments in the nature of a substitute, and also 
as a substitute for other bills of the House. | 
am further directed by the same committee 
to move that the biil, with the amendments, 
be printed and recommitted to the commit: 
tee. I will state that it is the purpose of the 
committee not to preclude themselves from 
further examination into the merits of the mat 
ters of detail contained in these amendments, 
but simply to give the public at large the gen- 
eral direction of our examinations, so that we 
may be able to hear any objections that may 
be made to the amendments, and may be able 
more fully to consider them; and I hope that 
probably within a week or two we shall be 
able to present the subject for the considera- 
tion of the Senate. 

Mr. SUMNER. Can the Senatorstate briefly 
the nature of the amendments? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
first state the pending question before the 
Senator from Ohio proeeeds. The Senator 
from Ohio, from the Committee on Finance, 
reports back the House bill repealing the duty 
on salt with various amendments, and moves 
that the bill, with the’ amendments, be printed 
and recommitted to the committee. [hatis 
the question before the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Does the Senator from 
Ohio propose to ask a vote now on the ques 
tion of recommittal ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will state that the pur 
pose of offering the amendments now is that 
they may be printed, so that the people 2 
large who are interested in the subjects-matter 
embraced in the amendments may see them. 
and that the committee may have an oppor 
tunity of hearing any objections which may be 
made to them. [ state at the same time, how 
ever, that probably within a week or two, 48 
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soon as we are able to hear some delegations |! lion dollars’ worth of salt we have had to pay 


that are now on their way here on subjects 


mbracé , ; : 
ee bill to the Senate for its action. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
objection, the bill and amendments will be 
ordered to be printed. That order is made ; 
and the question 1s on the motion to recom- 
mir. TRUMBULL. I hope the bill will not 
be recommitted. : 

\r. SHERMAN. Before the Senator from 
{Illinois proceeds, I desire to offer, in connec- 
tion with the same subject, an order that five 
hundred extra copies of the bill and amend- 
ments be printed for the use of the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion 


will be referred to the Committee on Printing, | 


under the law. The question now recurs on 
the motion to recommit. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, it will 
be borne in mind that I gave notice before the 
holidays of an intention to move to discharge 
the Committee on Finance from the consider- 
ation of the bills repealing the duties on coal 
and salt, with a view to bring them before the 
Senate for its action. They are simple propo- 
sitions, easily understood by everybody, and 
involve, as I think, a principle upon which the 
country is anxious to know the views of Con- 
gress. ug hope that we shall be permitted to 
act upon this bill without any recommitment 
to the Committee on Finance, and that the 
Senate will also discharge that committee from 
the consideration of the bill repealing the duty 
on coal. In fact, those bills were referred to 
the Committee on Finance, after some objec- 
tion, at the last session of Congress. I was 
not present at the time they were referred, or 
I should have objected then as far as I was 
concerned, with a view to bring the Senate to 
a direct vote upon these questions, and I hope 
now that the Senate will refuse to recommit 
this bill. It is now before us; and for what 
possible object is it to be recommitted to the 
Committee on Finance? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will state to the Sen- 
aor 

Mr. TRUMBULL. lI understood the Sen- 
ator to state that he wanted to hear—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Illinois yield to the Senator from 
Ohio, or decline to yield? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I certainly yield to the 


Senator from Ohio, if he wishes to make a | 


statement. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will state to the Sen- 
ator the specific object of this motion. Sev- 
eral gentlemen from different States, including 
the States of Michigan, New York, and Ohio, 
have requested an interview upon the very 
subject embraced in the original bill—the sub- 


ject of the duty on salt—stating that they are | 


prepared to submit information of a statistical 
and important character which may affect tie 
cecision of the Senate. 
therefore, to give them a hearing; but we 
thought at the same time it was due to the 
public at large that we should report the bill 
in its present shape, so that they might see the 
general direction of the examinations of the 


committee, and have an opportunity to make | 


objections to its report, so that we may meet 
the objections if possible. But the specific 
reason why we desire delay i3 to give this dele- 
gation, which I am told is to be here on 
Thursday or Friday next, an opportunity to 
be heard before the Committee on Finance 


on the subject of the salt duty, a request we | 


have never refused, and I think it ought to be 
granted. 

_ Mr. TRUMBULL. This is not a new sub- 
ject. Wehave all of us received numerous 
publications from these salt companies object- 
ing to the repeal of the duty on salt. The 
whole country understands the question. We 
have official reports before us showing that for 
the privilege of importing a little over a mil- 


If there be no | 





d in the amendment, we will present | 














OO 


riore than $1,000,000. We have paid more 
than its value for the privilege of importing it! 

It isa question that has been long before 
Congress. This bill passed the House of Rep- 
resentatives at the last session, and are we to 
wait to hear all these parties before the Com- 


| mittee on Finance reports the bill back, when 


it has got halfa dozen bills pending on this 
subject? There is not only this bill, but there 
is a bill to repeal the duty on coal, and bills, I 
think, before the same committee to repeul the 
duties on tea and coffee. 
Now, it 
18 very questionable whether the Committee on 
Iinance can introduce, by way of amendment 
to these bills, a general bill regulating duties. 
or any bill regulating duties. According to 


the understanding of the Senate, and of the | 
| Senator from Ohio himself, a bill to repeal an | 
| existing duty is nota bill for the purpose of | 


raising revenue. 

Such was the opinion of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Scorr,] who is also, I be- 
lieve, a member of the Committee on Finance, 
and who, I think, made an elaborate report, or 
if not, expressed his views that the Senate had 
a right to originate a bill repealing a duty, and 
that that was not in aconstitutional sensea bill 
for the raising of revenue. 
view taken by the Senate; but it was not agreed 
to, [ am aware, by the other House; still, it was 
the view taken by the Senate. 
be correct, then it is not competent for the 


That, too, was the | 








| will be at liberty to move any amendment he 


Several bills of this || 
character are before the committee. 


If that view | 


chooses, and thereby bring up the whole ques- 
tion. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. No, sir. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. That has been 
the example and the experience of the Senate 
over and over again. Now, sir, if the bill 
shall be printed and recommitted, it is not the 
purpose of the committee to retain the bill, to 
keep the Senator from Illinois from having a 
vote upon itat the earliest practicable moment. 
[ am very certain that the course now pursued 
by the Senator from Illinois will have the effect 
to retard it. Does he wish to have this gen- 
eral discussion go on until there shall bea full 
and final report? I hope not. Then, sir, it 
seems to me but fair, after the Committee on 
Finance have given assurances to certain par- 
ties that the bill would not be presented for 
final action until they were beard, that they 


| should be allowed to carry out that promise on 


Senate, by way of amendment to these bills, || 


to so amend them as to provide for raising rev 
enue; because, under the Constitution, the 
Senate is not competent to originate revenue 


bills ; and that furnishes a reason why this bill || 


should be acted upon by itself; and I hope || 


that the Senate will not consent to recommit 
the bill. Let it lie on the table. There is no 
disposition to act upon it to-day, I presume. 
Let it remain here. In the mean time those 
gentlemen who are anxious to be heard upon 
this question can come here, lay their papers 
before Congress, or before the members of the 
Finance Committee if they desire, and we can 


have early action upon this measure; but I | 


trust it will not go back to the Committee on 
Finance. I hope the Senator from Ohio will 


| return us also the coal bill, that we may act 


upon that. 
When I gave notice of my intentionto move 


to discharg> the committee from the further | 


consideration of these bills, I had no purpose, 
in proposing such a motion, to do an act dis- 
courteous at all to the Committee on Finance, 
and I wish to disabuse the public mind—lI do 
not suppose that the members of the commit- 
tee have any such feeling—upon that subject. 
My object was simply to get the matter before 


the Senate so that we could act separately upon | 


these questions; and I thought in that way, 
perhaps, we could get at the feeling of the 


of this body to repeal the duties upon these 
two articles. That notice having been given a 


| Sevate, and ascertain whether it was the sense | 
We deemed it proper, ] 


month ago, and the Committee on linance | 


having taken no action upon the subject of the 
coal bill, am sure at this time there ought not 
to be any delicacy in voting according to the 
feelings of every member upon that subject 

Having said this much, Mr. President, I 
hope this bill will not be recommitted, but that 
it will go on the Calendar, to be acted upon 
when it shall suitthe convenience of the Senate 
to consider it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I suppose the 
Senator from Illinois is anxious to have early 
action upon this bill, and if so, I am somewhat 
astonished at hiscoursethis morning. I have 
never known either House to refuse the court- 
esy to a committee, and especially to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means or the Committee 
on Finance, to have a bill printed mainly for 
their own information and use. ‘The Senator 
from Illinois must be aware that whenever the 
salt bill or the coal bill comes up any Senator 


the part of the committee. 

Mr. President, this is a somewhat important 
question; and | trust that while the Senator 
trom Illinois disclaims on his part that he pur- 
poses any discourtesy to the Committee on 
binance, the Senate itself will not be guilty of 
an act of discourtesy to that committee. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [have but a word to say 
on this subject; and that is, that in my experi 


| ence on this committee the course l have now 


pursued by the direction of the committee has 
been the uniform course. ‘Tariff bills have 
always been reported and recommitted. ‘They 
are reported for the public information, so 


|| that the people at large may have time and 


opportunity to oppose the recommendations 
of the committee if they see proper. This 
course has always been the course pursued by 
the Senate on such questions. Theyare usualiy 
recommiited, and after a reconsideration, ora 


| rehearing of such parties as desired to be 


| action of the Senate; and I 


heard, the bill is again presented for the final 
desire to assure 
the Senator from Illinois that if he supposes 
the Committee on Finance have any disposition 
to delay this matter, he is very much mistaken, 

The point the Senator now makes, it seems 
to me, ishypercriticism. He says we have no 
right to propose amendments to a House bill, 
because the Senate have decided that a bill to 
repeal taxes is not a revenue bill. Now, if 


| this bill is nota revenue bill we have the clear 


right to propose any amendments, that we see 
proper. If it is a revenue bill we have a right 
10 propose amendments, because it isa House 
bill and comes to us from the House of Lep- 
resentatives. But, | will say to the Senator, 
there will be no question raised between the 
two Houses as to our authority to propose these 
amendments. ‘he course we have marked out 
for ourselves will avoid all the controversies 
that have hitherto existed between the two 
Houses in regard to this subject matter, and 
the course that is pursued now is in accord- 
ance with the understanding between the com- 
mittees of the two Houses. There can be no 
objection to it. We propose amendments to 
their bill, a bill which they claim to be a rev- 
enue bill, and we havea right to do that by the 
express provisions of the Constitution of the 
United States. 

I hope the ordinary course will be pursued 
in this case, and | give the assurance that within 


| a week from this time, as soon as we can get 


the attention of the Senate, we will call the 
matter up for its action, and then the Senator 
will have an opportunity to have votes on the 
various points he desires to present. 

‘The amendments to this bill also include 
the subject-matter of the other bills sent to the 
Committee on Finance, and therefore there is 
no occasion to report back more than one. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is the very objec 
tion [ have to this bill going to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. ‘The Senator, in the last 
remark he made, discloses what the Commit- 
tee on Finance are doing. Instead of report- 


| ing these separate bills which the House of 
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te presentat ves have passed back to us for 


our action, the Committee on Finance are pro- 


ceeding t et i general bill on the subject 
of the tariff, and embracing in one scheme all 


the bills that have been reterred to that com- 


tor from Ohio says that if this is 
not a revenue 


bill we have a right to amend 


1] 


it; and if it is a revenue bill, as the House 


then we have a right to amend it. 


regaras it, ip 

I think in that respect he misunderstands me, 
or places my objec in a faise position. I 
do not deny the right of the Senate to amend 


this bill if itis not a revenue bill, but 1 deny 
the mght of the Senate to amend it by attach 
the posi- 


ing to it a revenue bili; and that is 


tion that the Senator from Oho has always 


maintained here, that a bill to repeal a duty 
was nol a revenue Dil and if it is not a rev- 
enue bill, you cannot attach to it a revenue 


bill—the very thing that the 
Ohio is now prop 
last remark) ; 

Mr. SHERMAN 


the Senator, if the House 


Senator trom 


sing (as he tells us in his 


hat is, if I understand 


LO repe al 
the duty entirely on a given article, the Sen- 


propose 


ate can! propose to peal the duty only 


one h lf. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


Che Senate cannot attach 


to it, as the Senator trom UOnhio proposes to do, 
a general bill on the ubject ot the tariff, for 
he tells us now that he is bringing into this | 


and that defeats the very 


one bill all the others, 


object which the Louse had in passing these 


separate bills. We know that the tariff is a 
great subject. | should be glad to have that 


whole subject revised and simplified, so that 


instead of collecting taxes upon thirty-eight 
hundred articles, as I understand we do, we 
should collect taxes upon a few articles. I 
believe that the way to reform the abuses in 
simplify our tariff 


ystem, and instead of collecting duties from 


our custom-house is to 


such a large number of articles, from many of 
which we barely receive enough perhaps to pay 


the expenses ot collection: insteat ot attempt- 
ing to collect taxes upon articles which are 
smuggled with the greatest facility, and the 


} ‘ 
smuggling of which } 
1 
sh yuld 


limited number of articles that are more bulky, 


is almost impossible to 
prevent, we collect our duties on a 
where the facilities for defrauding the revenue 
will be less, and then we 
many officers, collect all the revenue that is 
needed, and, I think, purify to a great extent 
the system, 

I am for that; 
that on this 


may dispense with 


little bill to repeal the duty on salt. 
That is a proposition sent to ns by the House 
of Representatives by itself, and I did hope 
the Finance Committee would allow us to act 
upon that without encumbering it with a gen- 
eral bill onthe subject of the tariff, which will 
probably take months to discuss, 
the two Houses, and very likely will be pend- 
ing ov our day of adjournment. Now we can 
take up this separate bill and get some action 
upon it. 

Phe VICE PRESIDENT. 


Lilinois will suspend. 


Che Senator from 
he morning hour has 
expired, and the unfinished business of yester 
day is before the Senate, being the amnesty 
bill, the pending question being on the amend- 
ment of the Senator trom Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
SUMNER 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
objection to printing what has been reported 
by the Finance Committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope this matter will 
be disposed of now. It is ordinary current 
business, and I hope without further discussion 
we shall be allowed to vote upon it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to proceeding with the morning business 
until its completion or until some Senator 
demands the regular order? 


Mr. CAMERON, 


That has been 


but, sir, | am not for doing | 


pending in | 


I hope there will be no 
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proceed with the morning business. I have 
some little myself that I wish to present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
objection the morning business will be con- 
tinued, subject to a demand for the regular 
order. ‘The Senator from Illinois is still eati- 
tled to the floor. the question being on the 
recommitment of the bill repealing the duty 
on salt, with the amendments reported to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I ask the Senator to allow 
me to make a report. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let the morning busi- 
ness be proceeded with. I would ask, does 
this matter have precedence? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
pending question. 

Mr. 1} ROMBULL. So far as Iam concerned 
I am willing to give way to the morning busi- 
ness. This matter had better go over. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope we shall be al- 
lowed to dispose of it now without further 
debate. Ido not want to say anything more 
upon it. The Senator from Iilinois has oceu- 
pied more time than any one else. I hope that 
we shall now have a vote upon it, so that it 
shall not stand in the way of other business. 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. Is the Senate 
ready for the question on the recommitment 
of this bill, with the pending ameudments re- 
ported by the Committee on Finance, to the 
Committee on Finance? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to have 
the yeas and nays upon that question. 

The yeas and nays were hens 

Mr. SCOTT. As the yeas and nays are 
ordered on this question I desire to say a very 
few words before the voteistaken. he ques- 
tion which the Senator from Illinois makes 
as to the power of the Senate to attach this 
amendment is one which does affect our prac- 
tical work, and it ought to be considered in 
that light. It is true that the Senate has held 
that the origination of a bill in the Senate to 
repeal a duty is not a revenue measure, and 
the House of Representatives has held just the 
contrary. If this were a bill originating in the 
Senate I would agree with him that it was use- 
less to proceed with it, because the House would 
not consider the bill if we did pass it ; but the 
bill to which the amendments are proposed 
originated in the House, and the House holds 
that it is a revenue measure, and therefore 
upon the rale laid down by the House on this 
constitutional question, they hold that we may 
attach any amendments that we see proper 
affecting the revenue. Therefore, I do not 
see the force of the objection that we are not 
affecting practical legislation on this question, 
but, on the contrary, we havea bill with which 
we may proceed in the Senate, send it to the 
House with amendments, where they will find 
no constitutional objection, and we shall be 
that much further on the way; so that the 
objection which the Senator from Illinois makes 
here is not, so far as our action is concerned, 
practical. It only starts the question whether 
we will so obstinately stand upon our own 
ground as to block the wheels of legislation. 
When the House send us a bill whiich they 
agree we may amend, shall we refuse to amend 
it because we have held the contrary opinion? 
I hope not. I hope we shall all be practical 
on this question, and that when a bill is sent 
here which the House concede we have the 
power to amend, we will amend it as we think 
it Ought to be amended in a practical point of 


It has; it is the 


| view, 


One word further on the question of re- 
commitment. There are various subjects em- 
braced in the amendments that have been 
reported by the committee, upon all of which 
the Senators composing the Finance Com- 


mittee would not agree to be bound by this as | 


a final report. We differ very much in regard 
to the merits of that bill. I should not as a 


| member of the Finance Committee feel my- 


self bound by many portions of that report; 


If there is no | 
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| the people whom they affect we desire tp va 
the bill printed and recommitted, so that bes, - 
we do report upon these questions affecti,. 
their interests they may have a fair opportunit, 
of being heard; and | hope the bill wil): 
recommitted for that purpose. ii 


Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. I shall y, 


| ° . . . dle 
against the recommitment of this bill, becg 
I desire to have the Senate come to a tite 


upon the single question of the continugna 
of the duty upon salt. That question jg pre 
sented directly by the bill from the House, a, ; 
it is a question upon which the country desires 
as is evident from the great number of pet 
| tions on our table upon the subject, that Qo, 
gress should take speedy action; and deésiriy 
such speedy action to be had I am unwilliy 
to incumber this bill with any other legisig;; 
| upon the tariff, especially with legislation of, 
general and somewhat extensive character q; 
| understand the committee recommend jp this 
report, because I believe that if a report frop 
the Finance Committee connects with the bill 


y 
- 
e 


of the House any general legislation affecting 
the tariff, we shall adjourn finally this seggio, 
| of Congress without taking a vote upon the 
salt question atall. 1 believe that it is fatg) 
to mingle the questions of the duty upon sai 
and coal with the general question of a revis. 
ion of the tariff; and because I believe that 
and because I| believe that the country demand; 
| and needs immediate action upon the two duties 
| that | have mentioned, I am compelled to vote 
| against the request of the committee for the 
recommitment of this bill, and I do sincerely 
hope that the Senate will come to immediate 
action. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. A single word. 
The Committee on Finance might have pur- 
sued, the course often pursued by other com 
mittees and had this bill printed for their own 
use, and I am surprised that any Senator here 
should object to the common courtesy of hay: 
ing this bill printed and recommitted for the 
use of that committee, and especially when the 
purport of the report will be to accomplish the 
object that is mainly indicated by the distin- 
guished Senator from Illinois, which is to sim 
plify the tariff and to strike out the articles 
that are not so buiky from taxation, to strike 
| out from the list a great number of articles 
from which an inconsiderable amount of reve 
‘nue is collected. But, Mr. President, I do 
| not desire to occupy a moment’s time on the 
subject. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Ohio, tore 
commit the bill to the Committee on Finance, 
upon which question the yeas and nays have 
| been ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 32, nays 18; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Brownlow, Cald- 
well, Cameron, Carpenter, Chandler, Clayton, Conk- 
| ling, Corbett, Davis of West Virginia, Edmunds 
Fenton, Ferry of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Gilbert, 
Hamilton of Maryland, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye,Osborn, Pomeroy, 
Pool, Ramsey, Scott, Sherman, Vickers, Wilson, 
Windom, and Wright—32. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Blair, Cole, Cooper, Davis of Ken- 
tucky, Ferry of Connecticut, Flanagan, Jolnston, 
Kelly, Lewis, Logan, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Schurs, 
ee Sprague, Stevenson, Tipton, and Trum- 
“ABSENT—M essrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Boreman, 
Buckingham, Casserly, Cragin. Goldthwaite, Har- 
lan, Hill, Hiteheock, Howe, Kellogg, Morrill o 


Maine, Norwood, Patterson, Pratt, Rice, Robertson, 
Stewart, Stockton, Sumner, Thurman, and West— 


So the motion was agreed to. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Wylly 
Woodbridge be withdrawn from the files of the Sen 
| ate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


~ On motion of Mr. COLE, it was 


_ Ordered, That the petition and papers of John A. 
Sutter be withdrawn from the files of the Senate an¢ 
| referred to the Committee on Private Land Ciaims 


| On motion of Mr. MORTON, it was 


'| _ Ordered, That Phoebe Sofield have leave to with- 
| draw her petition and papers from the files of the 

















I trust that we shall || but in order to get those very questions before li Senate. 
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On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, it was has sent to the desk does not seem to have 


s-dered, That the petition and accompanying || passed throu ch the Secretary’s office. 
papers of William Blanchard bs withdrawn from || Mr. CAMERON. The committee ask to 
jles of the Senate and.referred to the Committee || be discharged from the consideration of a peti- 


rhe files « , 
y  Baraigf elations. Hod = - ; : 
op Fi reign Re Mr. CALDWELL. ; tion of an officer of the Russian service who 
On motion of Mr. —e 4 —— . has a claim for bonds lost. There was no 
dered, That the petition and papers of John KR. || evidence before the committee that he did lose 
- ie Elkanah Huddleston, and E. A. Coleman be lid lose 
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Gratoo. from the files of the Senate and referred them, and besides that, the laws of Congress 
we ne Committee on Claims. provide a remedy for getting them if they were 


On motion of Mr. POMEROY, it was 


Ordered, That uhe petition and papers relative to 
the claim of the Shawnee Indians in Kansas be 
vthdrawn from the files of the Senate and referred 
+o the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


lost. The committee desire to be discharged 
from the consideration of that petition. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The petition 
itself seems to have been mislaid. If there be 
no objection, the committee will be discharged 

On motion of Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut, || from its further consideration. 

+ was | Mr. CAMERON. I am directed by the 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of William || Committee on Foreign Relations to report the 


E. Ward, Praying a iles eamerien of Nis netent. Se following resolution, and to ask that it be acted 
dra . j ais . 
rn the Committee on Patents. || on immediately : 


with 
On motion of Mr. RAMSEY, it was Resolved, That the President of the United States 


"oe ; be requested to transmit to the Senate, if not incom- 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of Roblis || patible-with the public interest, any information in 
Robaldo be withdrawn from the files of the Senate || his possession concerning the seizure and retention 
apd referred to the Committee on Claims. | by the revolutionary forces in Venezuela of the 
" . : || American steamers Hero, Dudley Buck, Nutrias 
. > ES | . a ’ A “y . 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. and San Fernando, the property of the Venezuelan 
Steam Transportation Company, an American cor- 
poration, and the virtual imprisonment of the offi- 
cers of these vessels, who are American citizens. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded 
| to consider the resolution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It struck me in hearing 
the resolution that perhaps we were assum- 
| ing too much to decide which are the revolu 
tionary forces. We can get the information 
by calling on the President to give us all the 
| information he has touching the seizure of 
these vessels in the waters of that country 
| without undertaking to decide which are the 
| revolutionary forces there. 

Mr. CAMERON. I have no objection to 
the amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 





| 


Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on 
Finance, reported an amendment intended to 
be proposed to the bill (S. No. 2) to regulate 
the service in the collection of customs at the | 
various ports of entry in the United States, | 
and the disposition of fines, penalties, and for- 
feitures incurred under the laws relating to 
customs, and for other purposes ; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT. The Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 330) to 
provide for the relief of sufferers by fire at 
Chicago, have instructed me to report it back 
with an amendment, striking out the second 
section, and to recommend its passage as thus 
amended. Iwill state that this report is made 
toenable the Senators from Illinoisto be heard a. : ; fs 
on this question now, or at such time as they || objection, the resolution will be modified in the 
desire; and after they are thus heard, if it is || Manner indicated. - 
their wish that the bill should be recommitted, || The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 
I do not think that the committee will object. || BILLS INTRODUCED. 
ome ges a Phe ieewreunes.oe a | Mr. NYE asked, and by unanimous consent 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 


2 lief of th h “y i obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 470) 
67) for the relief of the purchasers of lots, and |, authorizing an increase of United States mail 


houses and lots, sold by virtue of an act of Con- || steamship service between San‘ I'rancisco and 
gress entitled “‘An act providing for the sale || China; which was read twice by its title, 
of the lands, tenements, and water privileges || referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
belonging to the United States at and near |) post Roads, and ordered to be printed, 

Harper's Ferry, in the county of Jefferson, || My, BLAIR asked, and by unanimous con- 
West Virginia,’’ approved December 15, 1868, || sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8. No. 
bave directed me to report it back without |! 471) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act supple- 
amendment, and I should like to have it put mentary to an act to provide tor furnishing 
on its passage NOW. artificial limbs to disabled soldiers,’’ approved 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. Let the bill |} June 30, 1870; which was read twice by its 
be read, subject to objection. | title, referred to the Committee on Military 

The bill was read. | Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I do not Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous 
understand that bill, Mr. President. I see that || consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
it speaks of West Virginia, and refers to some |, No. 472) to amend an act entitled ** An act to 
matters in that State. My colleague, who has | regulate the diplomatic and consular systems 
had charge of the matter relating to the sale |) of the United States,’’ passed August 18. 1856. 
of lands at Harper’s Ferry, is not here. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This is a bill || by its title, referred to the Committee on Com- 
taal apa by the Committee on Military Affairs, || merce, and ordered to be printed. 
al owing purchasers of lots at Harper’s Ferry | Mr. CARPENTERasked, and by unanimous 
further time for payment. consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I do not || No. 473) to further the administration of jus 
desire to oppose it. tice ; which was read twice by its title, referred 

Mr. NYE. It had better go over, and let || tothe Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
us gO on with the morning business. | to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill willlie He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
over, and reports of committees are still in || obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
order, | 474) granting a pension to George J. St. Louis; 
Mr. CAMERON. The Committee on For- || which was read twice by its title, referred to 
eign Relations desire to be discharged from || the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to 
the further consideration of the request of the || be printed. 

Russian Government for the renewal of two || Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous con- 
bonds of $1,000 each—a claim made by the || sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
Captain of the Russian steamer Kornileff. || 475) to authorize the sale of public property 

he committee ask to be discharged, because || at Houlton, Maine; which was read twice by 
the Government has already provided a proper || its title, referred to the Committee on Military 
way of a redemption in such cases. Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. The particular 
paper which the Senator from Pennsylvania 

















consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8S. 


| and for other purposes; which was read twice | 


Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous | 


_—___—_—___ EE EEE ———————————— a — —————— 


No. 476) for the extension of letters-patent to 
Alexander Smith and Halcyon Skinner; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com 
mittee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 477) 
to incorporate the Continental General Agency; 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. CONKLING. | wish LO say that Il in- 
troduce this bill by request, it not being a bill 
that I have prepared myself; nor do I mean 
to express any opinion in regard to it. I move 
that it be referred to the Committee on Com 
merece, and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. THURMAN asked, and by unanimous 

consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 478) for the relief of Rear Admiral 
Henry Walke; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WINDOM asked, and by unanimous 
| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S 
No. 479) granting permission to the Winona 
} and St. Peter Railroad Company to change the 
| direction of the line of its railroad in Dakota 
| ‘Territory; which was read twice by its title, 
| referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. CALDW LL asked, and by unanimous 
| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 480) concerning the circuit and district 
courts of the United States for the district of 
| Kansas; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FENTON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
181) to establish a general registry of shipping 
{and to promote the interests of American 

commerce ; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NORWOOD asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 

| No. 482) to remove the political disabilities of 

| William B. Fleming and Richard H. Clark, of 
Georgia; which was read twice by its title, re 
ferred to the select Committee on the Removal 

| of Political Disabilities, and ordered to be 

| printed. 

| Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous 





| 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 488) to declare the true intent, meaning, 
and effect of the act entitled ‘‘An act to pro- 
| vide for the suits, judgments, and business of 
the United States provisional court for the 
State of Louisiana,’’ approved July 28, 1866; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
| to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 484) 
to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to amend 
the naturalization laws and punish crimes 
against the same, and for other purposes,’’ 
approved July 14, 1870; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Priv- 
ileges and Elections, and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 485) 
for the relief of HarlowJ. Phelps & Co. ; which 
was read twice by its title, referred tothe Com- 
mittee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con 

| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 

486) for the relief of Brevet Colonel Emeric 

Szabad; which was read twice by its title, and 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
HOUSE BILL REFERRED, 


The bill (H. R. No. 1049) to establish a port 
of entry and delivery at the city of Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania, was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

POLITICAL DISABILITIES 
| The bill (H. R. No. 1050) for the removal 
of legal and political disabilitjes imposed by 
|| the third section of the fourteenth article of 
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amendments to the Constitution of the United } 
States was read the first time by its title. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This bill isalmost 
if not quite identical in language with the bill 
now belore the Senate, to which the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts is 
pending 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope we shall put the 
bill on i's passage at once. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will require 
unanimous consent to consider the bill to-day. 
If no Senator desires that it be referred it will 
lie on the table, unless by unanimous consent 
it be acted on 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Letit be read the second 
time, and placed on the Calendar. 

The bill was read the second time, and 
placed on the Calendar. 


COURTS IN VIRGINIA. 


The bill (H. R. No. 1051) to change the | 
times for holding circuitand district courts of || 
the United States for the western district of | 
Virginia was read twice by its title. 


Mr. LEWIS. I ask unanimous consent to | 
have that bill considered at once. It is very 
important that it should be promptly disposed 
of, and there is no objection to its passage | 
from any quarter. 

By unanimous consent, the bill was consid 
ered ag itn Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
vides, thatinstead of the time now fixed by 
law the circuit and district courts of the Uni- 
ted States for the western district of Virginia 
shall hereafter be held at Danville on the 
Tuesday after the fourth Mondays of Febru- 
ary and August; ‘at Lynchburg, on the Tuesday 
after the third Mondays of March and Sep 
tember; at Harrisonburg, on the Tuesday after 
the second Mondays ot April and October; 
and at Abingdon, on the Tuesday after the | 
fourth Mondays of May and October. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish to inquire of 
the Senator from Virginia whether the circuit | 
and district courts are now held at the places 
named in the bill? 

Mr. LEWIS. They are. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. My recollection was that 
the circuit court was not held atso many places. 
I have no objection totbe bill unless it fixes a | 
new place for holding one of the courts. In | 
many of our States the district court is held in | 
several places, while the circuit court is not. 
My recollection in this respect as to Virginia 
is not distinct. If the Senator is correct in his | 
recollection, and the circuit and district courts 
are now held at all these places, I have no 
objection to the bill. 


Mr. LEWIS. There is no doubt whatever 
about the fact. 

Mr. CONKLING. Does the bill merely 
change the time? 

Mr. LEWIS. That is the only change the | 
bill makes. 

Mr. CONKLING. And does not increase 
the number of terms? 

Mr. LEWIS. Itdoes not increase the num- 
ber of terms or the places of holding court. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered | 
to a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 








GOVERNOR M’COOR. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I offer the following 


resolution, and ask for its present consideration: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to in- 
form the Senate, if in his opinion not incompatible 
with the public interest, when Edward M. McCook 
wasappointed Governor of Colorado Territory; how 
much of the time the said McCook has been absent 
from the Territory in Europe or elsewhere since bis 
appointment, and whether by permission or not, and 
whether on public duties or not, and whet/ier his 
eniary has been paid to him during his absence or 
not. and how much has beer paid to him as salary 
for the time he has been absent from the Territory. 


Mr. POMEROY. Let that lie over until 
to-morrow. 

Ihe VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
will lie over. 

Mr. POMEROY. I want to look into it. 

TUE CHICAGO FIRE. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
business having been concluded, the unfin- 
ished business of yesterday is flow before the 
Senate, which is House bill No. 380, upon 


which the pending question is the amend- | 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. | 


Sumner.] The Senator from Illinois, | Mr. 
LoGaNn,] however, has arisen, in pursuance 
of notice, to ask to be heard in regard to a 
bill concerning his constituents. 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope the other bill will 
be passed over informally for that purpose. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the unfinished business of yesterday 
will be passed over informally, subject to a 
demand for the regular order, and this demand 
must be made before the adjournment to-day, 
or before the Senate proceeds to the consider- 
ation of executive business, or else the bill, 
which is now the regular order, will be dis 
placed. There being no objection, the bill 
(S. No. 380) to provide for the relief of suf- 
ferers by fire at Chicago is before the Senate 
‘as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, I have had 
in view for several days the discussion of this 
bill. It has been reported from the Commit 
tee on Finance this morning with a recom- 


| mendation that the second section be stricken 


out, which is really the important section of 
the bill. The* report has been made with a 
view, I am told, to give me an opportunity of 
expressing my views, and of then having the 
bill recommitted to the committee. | am very 
glad to know that the same bill precisely has 
been reported in the other House this morning, 
and passed in that body by a unanimous vote. 
That being the case, | hope that ina very short 
time it will be brought before the Senate, and 
considered and passed. 

Mr. President, although I feel quite confi- 
dent from the manner in which the bills for 
the relief of Chicago have been received by 
both Houses of Congress that some favorable 
action will be taken at an early day on the 
subjects therein presented, yet | trust | shall 
be pardoned if I should manifest a strong 
anxiety inregardtothem. Having so recently 
been a witness of the terrible conflagration 
which has reduced to ashes a large poriion of 


| the Queen City of the West; having witnessed | 


the destruction of the property of its citizens, | 
and the suffering of thousands of its inhabi- | 


| tants, whose cries of anguish and shrieks of | 
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| ciple, but of precisely the same nature, w 
| after deliberate discussion and carefy| consiq 
| eration, relief has been afforded by Congres 
| in the manner sought by these bills, And 
| while I admit that while we are not and sho.) 
| not be inflexibly bound by preceden 
where a question arises on which the prog gy; 
| cons seem to be about equally divided, then | 
hold that the deliberate actiou of this body ; 
| the past should have some weight with y: 
| making up our decisions, especially if be 
|| that action we Can see no motive of wh 


here, 


Should 
'S, yet 


J hing 
: 1Ch we 
| have reasor to doubt the propriety; not the 

. y3 Ot thar 
|| precedents should in any case be sufficient 
| v 
|| Induce us to act contrary to a clear convictigy 
of duty, or to overleap what we conceive to i 
the distinct boundary of our powers; py 
where an unusual case arises, where the urgen, 
necessities of any portion of our country call 
for unusual action, and in regard to which 


some doubts may arise, then I hold that pre: 


gent 





cedents should have their weight with ug jy 
making up our decision. 

But, as I have said, I do not think there js 
sufficient ground for hesitancy in respect to the 
|| bills now before the Senate for the relief of 
|| Chicago. The question of granting relief jg 
cases of extraordinary suffering and loss has 
been repeatedly before Congress, and has, | 
believe, in most cases, been decided in fayor 
of granting the aid sought. Nor has this always 
been confined to the citizens of our own coun. 
try, but, feeling the great bond of humanity 
which binds us to our fellow-men, our Goy. 
ernment has reached out the hand of gener. 

osity to the suffering of other nations. In proof 
| of this [ would cite the act of May 8, 1819, 
appropriating $50,000 to be expended in the 
purchase of provisions for the relief of the citi. 
zens of a town in Venezuela which had been 
destroyed by an earthquake. And as instances 
relating to points within our own country, | 
would refer to the bill for the relief of the indi- 
gent sufferers of Alexandria by the fire which 
occurred in that city in 1827; and also to the 
bills for the relief of Portland in 1866, when 
a large portion of that city was destroyed by 

re. 

To meet an objection which is sometimes 
presented to bills of this kind I would remark, 
Mr. President, that there is a vast difference 
between the ordinary casualties which are 
oceurring daily throughout our country and 
those of an extraordinary character which 
become national in their bearing. 

The burning of the dwelling of the laborer, 
farmer, mechanic, or individual of limited 
means, who by his industry and economy bas 
reared it, is to him certainly « very severe loss 
and reai calamity ; the destruction of the prin- 
cipal business house in a small village is 4 
|| great loss, not only to the owner, but also to 
|| the inhabitants of the village; yet while these 
|| occurrences should and generally do call forth 

the sympathy and assistance of the immediate 
neighborhood, they cannot in any sense be 
| called national in their character or effect. 
The inmates who are rendered houscless are 
so limited in number that they can easily be 
accommodated with comfortable quarters and 
food by their neighbors, who are ever ready 
to render prompt assistance in such cases of 
distress. And the little commercial rill, or 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 











Mr. SPENCER. Yesterday the bill (H. || despair as they fled before the devouring | 
| flames are yet ringing in my ears, I cannot | 
|| feel that I have done my du'y to this part of | 
|| my constituency nntil I have presented to this | 


R. No. 16) to amend an act entitled *‘An act 
to authorize protection to be given to citizens 
of the United States who may discover deposits 
of guano,’’ approved August 18, 1856, was 
read twice, aud referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Kelations. This wasamistake. The 
bill should have been referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. That committee has now 
before it a similar bill, introduced by the Sen- 


ator from Nevada, [ Mr. Nye, } and has already || 


considered the subject. I wovethatthe Com- 

muitee on Foreign Relations be discharged from 

the consideration of the bill, and that it be 

referred to the Commitiee on Commerce. 
‘Lhe motion was agreed to. 


|| honorable body a full statement of the case, 


| any hesitancy is manifested on the part of 
|| Senators in regard to granting the relief sought, 
|| | feel confident it arises not from a want of 
interest in the welfare of those who are suffer- 
|| ers by this dreadful calamity, but from a stern 
|| conviction of duty. 

The proposition is not a new one, either in 
|| principle or kind, for we have precedents in 
| the past which are not only the same in prin- 


|| and apprised it fully of the urgent necessity | 
| of prompt action in the premises. And if | 


minute stream of trade and traflic, which |s 
disturbed, easily finds temporarily some other 
outlet until the injury is repaired. ‘The incon- 
venience arising therefrom radiates but a short 
distance from the center. 

The burning of two, three, or even a dozen 
important dwellings or business houses in & 
'| city is a severe loss to the individuals who owa 
| them and those who occupy them, and also 
|| often to the city; but even in this case those 
|| rendered houseless are easily accommodated 
|| by the residents of the city with shelter and the 

necessaries of life, and the city itself is able 

to repair the injury. 
Although the loss in these cases is as keenly 
| felt by the sufferers as by those of Alexan- 
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dria, Portland, or Chicego, yet in two respects | 
the two classes of cases are widely different: i 
first, in respect to the power, or ability of | 
the community injured to repair the damage ; 
and second, as to the effect of the injury upon 
the commerce and industry of the surrounding | 


jons | 
7 the minor instances the means of recupe- 
ration have not been destroyed, but still exist || 
;mmediately around the locality ; the lines of | 
trafic, commerce, and travel have not been 
disturbed to such a degree as to turn them into || 
other channels or to block them up or destroy 
them. In other words, all the elements from 
which industry created that which was de 
stroyed still exist in that immediate vicinity, 
and the vital force of the community has neither 
been destroyed nor paralyzed; the surface has 
been ruffed and agitated, but the fountain has 
not been broken up. 

But look at the case beforeus. It is widely | 
diferent from the ordinary occurrences referred || 
to. Here the very heart of a vast compact | 
community—a city, as it were, within a city— | 
isswept with the besom of destruction; the 
kernel is consumed, and but the hull is left 
as if to mark the boundary of the blackened | 
smoldering ruins. Not a few individuals only | 
are rendered houseless, but the entire popu 
lace of a city is driven before a sea of flame, 
homeless and shelterless, forced to seek qn the 
open prairie the only place of safety, exposed | 
to the fury of the wintry storm, the chill of 
night, and the gnawings of unsatisfied hunger. 
No time is given for the preservation of prop- | 
erty and effects, but each is forced to escape 
as rapidly as possible before the devouring 
element. Each avenue is filled with a stream 
of wild, struggling humanity, thinking only of 
self-preservation. 

The fortunate ones who had escaped the 
fiery scourge, although opening hearts, hands, 
and homes to the distressed, were unable to | 
afford even temporary relief to the multitudes ; | 
the number exceeded the capacity of their | 
houses, and the loss exceeded the capacity of | 
their purses. Those that were left, Mr. Pres- | 
ident, were inadequate to the herculean task. | 
[ can bear testimony to the willing sacrifices | 
made by all classes of the citizens of Chicago | 
who were not burned out to assist and relieve 
those who were; but it was like attempting to 
feed five thousand with five loaves and two | 
fishes without the power to work a miracle. 

But what they could not do He who wrought | 
the miracle did; He touched with the finger of | 
His love the hearts of the nation, and the | 
munificent donations and substantial evidences 
of sympathy that flowed in from every quarter 
es unmistakable proof that the wells of 
juman generosity were not dried up in the | 
heartsof men. Call our age selfish if you will, 
but you will hunt the pages of history in vain 
for such an evidence of generosity; you will || 
search the records in vain to find the account || 
of so magnificent a response to the call for 
assistance by the sufferers of any single local | 
calamity. Sir, these tokens of sympathy were 
to us like precious jewels gathered from the | 
ashes of our homes. . 

Be assured that the citizens of Chicago duly || 
appreciate these substantial evidences of regard 
for them in the hour of their distress; and 
allow me here, as one of the representatives, | 
in behalf of our people, to express thanks to | 
the cities, towns, and individuals of our own | 
country who have responded so generously to || 
the cry of distress; and not only to the citi- || 
zens and corporations of our own country, but 
also to those of other nations who have so 
promptly assisted in extending to our dis- 
tressed the means of present relief. The con- 
tributions in money received up to the present 
time, I believe, amount to about two and a 
half million dollars, beside the supply of cloth- | 





| 














ing, food, books, and donations through private 


sources and for special purposes; and besides || it not be carried back even to the innermost || lows: 
the prompt aid afforded under Government || parts of our country ? 


authority in the way of blankets, &c. Yes, 


individual assistance has far exceeded all that 


|| could have been expected, and in behalf of 


the city and its sufferers I again express sin- 
cere thanks for this noble response. 

But, Mr. President, this case is one without 
a parallel: there is something more required 
than individual aid. This can afford only tem- 
porary relief at best. It cannot be expected 
that this can continue for any considerable 
length of time, nor can it be supposed that 
this will restore us to our original status. 
While we are grateful for the aid so kindly 
furnished, we do not expect or desire to stand 


| forever knocking at the doors of others for | 


charity. It is life, vitality, an assurance of 
permunent existence as a city that we need. 
Our citizens have already given unmistakable 
evidences of indomitable will and untagging 


energy, but the blow was a severe one, and | 
their burdens are heavy, and they ask of the | 
Government now a substantial evidence of its | 


generosity ; they ask the uid of its strong arm 
to assist them once more to stand erect. 
Chicago was possessed of an existence, o 


vitality, | might say an entity, which was some- | 
thing more than a mere aggregation of indi- | 


viduals and buildings. Do not think, sir, that 
1 am about to pronounce a eulogy on our lake 
shore city; I only allude to that which is true 
of all great commercial and business points 
which form the radiating centers for the indus- 
try and products of the country. That it was 
one of the commercial and business centers 
of our nation will not be denied by any one. 
A single glance at the map shows, in addition 
to the vast commercial privileges afforded by 
the Lake, it is the meeting point of an almost 
complete circle of radiating lines of railroads. 
Its position at the southern extremity of Lake 
Michigan makes it necessarily a station on all 
the most direct lines of land traffic and travel 
from the Northwest to the East, and also the 
great point of contact between land and water 
carriage in that part of the country. But it is 
not worth while for me to expand my remarks 
on this point, as every Senator is conversant 
with all these facts, and [do not allude to them 
with the expectation of imparting information, 
but simply to call attention to them that they 
may have their proper weight and influence in 
deciding the extent of relief to be granted. 
But not only did it possess these advantages 
of position ; ils citizens uniting energy to these 
advantages gradually extended the vast system 
of radiating lines of internal commerce and 


travel until they brought it up to that point where || 


it might well claim to be the commercial center 


and the great store-house for the productions | 


of the Northwest. Ifso, then I ask, Mr. Presi- 
dent, after it has reached this status and this 
importance, can it be blotted out or wholly 
paralyzed without being a national calamity? 
Does the injury affect only the citizens of the 
place and the business of the city? Does 
it not assume an importance, both in effect 
and character, to which the casualties of daily 
occurrence present no corresponding parallel ? 
Its disastrous effects stop not with its own 


unfortunate citizens, nor within its own bounds 
|| and immediate vicinity ; but the convulsion is 
felt more or jess along every artery of which | 
it formed the great heart; along every com- 


mercial avenue of which it formed the term 
inus. 
Could New York city, Boston, or Philadel- 


phia be destroyed, or the business of either 
prostrated without proving a great national 
Why, sir, the failure of one or two 
of the most important business houses in either 
of these places often sends a thrill along the 


calamity? 


commercial lines that is felt at the most widely 
separated points of the Union, and sometimes 
the echo is even heard across the Atlantic. 
Then would not the effect of such a disastrous 
stroke to either of these cities 
every line of trade centering there? 


W ould 


would be the case. 


||) age. 


be felt along 


Most undeniably this 
And what is true ia regard |) about double the amount here given.) 


to them, is, to say the least, true of Chicago, 
80 far as its relation to the western country is 
concerned. 

The rapid growth of Chicago in wealth, 
commerce, and population, and in all those 


|| elements which go to form a prosperous com- 


monwealth, has been one of the marvels of our 
In other countries centuries have been 
| required to build up a cily, even when all the 
\| appliances of monarchical influence and even 
|| tyrannical power have been used to effect this 
|| purpose. But here the first white child born 
| within the present corporate limits of the city 
is yet in the prime of life, while the little vil 
| lage of his nativity has expanded into a city 
containing @ population of nearly one third 
ofa million, with buildings, business houses, 
manufactures, and all the evidences of wealth 
and prosperity found in the older cities of more 
mature growth. 

The causes which have contributed to this 
|| rapid development are various. This point 
| became the depot from which the productions 
|| of the rich and almost boundless prairies of 
the West were sent over the lakes to the east: 
ern cities, while the returning cratt brought 
back the products of the easiern manutac- 
tories, together with thousands of immigrants 
who sought homes on the great agricultural 
fields of the Mississippi valley. Capital, 





energy, and commercial wisdom soon began 
that net-work of railways which has gone on 
expanding and radiating uutil Chicago has 
become the focal point for nearly ten thousand 
miles of road, reaching by ils connections 
with every part of the continent, and connect- 
ing east, west, and south with all the leading 
trans-oceanic lives. It furmed the great gran 
ary for a vast area of the richest agricultural 
lands of the Union, from whence the gathered 
products by numerous parallel railways and 
au immense marive sent them onward to the 
ocean. 

The following statistics, which I take from 
one of our papers, will give you a tolerably cor- 
rect summary of the various branches of trade 
which have ministered to the city’s wealth and 
population, and of the amount which flowed 
intothisreservoir through the various channels 
centering there: 
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that of the previous year. Before the fire there 
were seventeen large grain clevators, having an ag- 
gregate capacity of 11,580,000 bushels; the largest 
accommodating 1,700,000 bushels. 

To carry on this immense traffic, eighteen banks 
were in operation with an aggregate capital of nearly 
1} $10,000,000, with nearly $17,000,000 of deposits. The 
| total amount of checks passing through the clearing 
|} house during the year 1870, was $810,000,000. 

“To accommodate this large traffic. and the vast 
|} travel to and trom this point, not lessthan onehun- 
| dred passenger trains and one hundred and twenty 
|| freight trains arrive and depart daily, while fully 
seventy-five vessels load and unload daily at the 
wharves, 
‘For the municipal year of 1870-71 the total as- 
sessed valuation of the city was $277,000,000, of which 
| $224,000,000 was real estate, and $53,000,000 personal 
|| property. This, however, represents scarcely more 
| than one half of the real vaiue, which is estimated 
| at about $5u0,000,000. The taxes collected for that 
| year were $3,000,000, besides nearly an equal amount 
| for special improvements, grading, paving, and 
| cucbing. The personal property was classed as fol- 
individual property, $43,647,920; bank per- 
sonal property, $7,511,600; vessels, $1,183,420; (each 
| item of which if raised to their true value would be 
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e area of the city, according to the last ar 
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i mire 1 contidenee those who are desirous 


of investing im real estate and commencing 


by ne of these we ask a remission or refund- 
import duties on all building mate- 

rial used el iv Dulldl 4 Ou the ground 
burned over tor the term of one vear from the 
h day of tober, 1871. Bythe other weask 
al Revenue 
suspend the colliecuion ol ich taxes as may 
have been assessed, or as may have accrued 
prior to the 9th day of October, 1871, against 
business in that 
portion of the « ity recently destr ve d by fire 
provide ] that such uspel m1 Shall not con- 
e ionger than the 

38 n otf Congress. 


se of the next regular 


It is scarcely necessary for me to insist on 
the reasonableness of these two bills. as this, 
it Seems to me, 18 at once apparent to every 

: } V} ‘ , d 
senator. While the y do not eally draw out 
of the lreasury any money as a direct appro- 
priation, yet they afford great relief to our 
cluzens who have been thrown temporarily out 


ot business, and enablesthose who desire speed- 


ily to resume to do so with some advantage, 
by taking off of them for a time the burden of 


taxation, both direct and by way ofduty. And 
every Senator will perceive at once that it will 
have a strong tendency to rebuild the burnt 
district, and not shift the business to a new 
locality. The advantage granted by the bill 
for the removal of import duties on building 
materials, if speedily passed, will, as a matter 
begin the 
erection of houses on this part of the city, and 
thus prevent loss to the owners of the real 
estate by a depreciation in value. 


of course, cause many at once 
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the beneficial effect of these measures stop 
here, for by giving inducement to build up 
idly and resume business in its old locality 
aud channels the commerce of the city will 
thus be the sooner restored and the shock 

sulting from its disturbance will the sooner 
cease to be felt. 

If the burned district is speedily rebuilt and 
yusiness retained there, it will not only prevent 
loss to the owners of the real estate in that 
part of the city, butit will prevent heavy specu- 
lations in the real estate of other parts of the 
city, whi ‘+h at this time must necessarily tend 
to retard the progress of restoration; and if 
the Government, by a wise and beneficial meas- 
ire, can counteract both these injurious results, 
itis certainly wellforittodoso. Large amounts 
of money hate been invested in rebuilding the 

irned district, partly impelled by the impres- 

that the on rnment, desirous of encour 





ne and fostering a persevering spirit of 
industry, would not only restore our public 


puildings on a more extended scale than form- 
erly, but do such other proper acts as may be 
necessary to aid materially in this great work. 
[ am satisfied that the early passage of the 
bill for the restoration of the public buildings, 
which took place previous to the adjournment 
for the holidays, has already done much to- 

ard restoring ¢ ynfidence in the future pros- 
perity of Chica go; for, by prompt action in 
this respect, and in granting the relief sought 
in the bills now before Congress, you express 
your corfidence in the permanency of the busi- 
ness of our cily, and your belief not only that 
it will be restored to its former proportions, 
but also that you look forward to its increase, 
and that the present calamity will prove but 
temporary, an \ ere long every trace of it will 
be obliterated. History furnishes us with 
scarcely a parallel from which we may draw 
lessons to light the pathway of our investiga 
tions, yet there is one remarkable instance, to 
which [ would call attention, which illustrates 
to some extent the effect of the action of Goy- 
ernment in cases of this kind. 

Moscow, in Russia, has but few, if any, 
advantages of position over numerous other 
points in that vast empire; yet, notwithstand 
ing its repeated destruction, it has again and 
again been rebuilt, and is to-day the most pop 
ulous city in that country. History tells us 
that after the destructive fire of 1366, when it 
was destroyed by the Tzrtars, I believe, under 
l'amerlane, the duke, or czar, at once resolved 
to erect the Kremlin of less destructible mate- 
rials than wood. This resolve was carried 
into effect, and immediately the scattered citi 
zens began to reassembie and once more build 
up the city, but a trace of its former existence 
having been left. In 1571, during the reign 
of Ivan the Terrible, the most bloodthirsty 
tyrant that ever disgraced Europe, the Tartars 
again swept dian” upon it and scourged it 
with fire. Surrounding it on all sides, they set 
the entire outskirts afire; an impetuous wind 
favoring their designs, it was soon ingulfed 
in a sea of flame, and the unfortunate inhabit- 
ants, driven back by their cruel enemies, per- 
ished by thousands in the relentless flames. 
The peasants from the surrounfing regions 
having gathered here for safety, the lowest 
estimate is that two hundred and fifty thousand 
panes atthattime. Butthe Kremlin, which 
was surrounded by a high wall, escaped de- 
struction, and was left as almost the solitary 
monument of the city’s former greatness. Al 
though previous to the fire the plague had swept 
over the city, carrying off its tens of thousands, 
and the brutal tyrant had made its streets to 
run blood by the butchery of its best citizens, 


yet notwithstanding all this, and its complete || 


destruction by fire, save the Kremlin, which 
was the only important building left, as suon as 
the invaders had departed the rebuilding com- 
menced. Even the tyrant encouraged them, 
and soon there was once more a Moscow. 
Again, in September 1812, when Napoleon 


Nor does’) Bonaparte entered it, it was once more swept 
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'! ~— in 
| | by the devouring flames of the fiery demo, 
| scarcely one fourth remaining to mark th 

Again the Kremlin ese: aped, although th m 

of fire drove even the invaders aa this place 
of security. But the desolation did n 
long, for Russian patriotism soon raised f, 
its ashes their holy city. Subser ption e 
opened in every part of the empire, and 
liberality of the sove reign seconded the e; 
siasm of his subjects. Moscow arosi 
phoenix from her ashes, in greater bea 
grander proportions than before. 

Now, Mr. President, although location and 
other ‘circumstances had something to do jy 
rebuilding the city again and again in jt, 

| former position, I cannot but thin k, and | 
believe the history of the case bears me out in 
the conclusion, that the building and pnpe 
ervation of the Kremlin had mach to do. 
bringing about this result. 

Our Kremlin, our Government residence 
have been reduced to ashes, and you 
promptly ordered their rest ration and 
an appropriation therefor,which, if ju 

| expended, will rear them again in gran 
portionsthan before. Ourci ize ns, enco 
by this evidence of your confidence, will ag 
enter into business with that unflagging en. g 
which made Chicago what it was before it 
| destruction. 

But, Mr. President, we desire to see t} 
dark spot which marks the pathway of the con 
flagration once more covered with business 
houses, happy homes; and by the passag 
the bills now before Congress | believe this wil] 
be more effectually accomplished than by any 
other aid that could be granted. The advan- 
tages thereby given to this district will form a 
strong inducement business men to select 
this site in preference to others. 

As before remarked, Chicago is the great 
converging and distributing point for the pro- 
ducts of the West, both by lake and ra road 
transportation; and here is the chief radiating 
point of travel to and from the Northwest, 
|} and, as a natural consequence, the far 
mechanics, and business men of the surround- 
ing regions are in a great measure dependent 
upon it as the source of their supplies, and as 
the shipping and transfer point for their pr 
ducts. ‘Therefore its facilities for meeting 
| these wants should be in like proportion, and 

its restoration should be effected as speedily 
as possible. Here the flour, wheat, corn, oats, 
hogs, cattle, lumber, fruit, &c., of nearly the 
| entire Northwest, and also of a large portion 
of the West, are collected and distributed, in 
addition to the wholesale business which is 
done in the various articles of merchandise. 

I do not speak of these with any desire to 
contrast them with the business of other lead 
ing cities, or as claiming that they are differ 
ent in character from the necessities of othe: 
points, but in order to show the bearing and 
influence Chicago has upon the trade of a large 
portion of our country, and the necessii; 
Congress to foster it as far as possible consist 
ent with its powers. 

It is almost impossible, Mr. President, ! 
any one‘who has not visited our city since the 
fire to appreciate fully the extent of ou 
A mere statement of the facts can gearc: 
vey a true idea of its magnitude. 

Partly asa mere matter of curiosity, and partly 
that I might learn the lessons they teach, | 
have examined with some care into the 
fires of the past, from that of Rome in th 
time of Nero down to that of Moscow in 1812, 
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| and the number of houses and value of pro} 
erty destroyed. 


where the loss of life has been as great, Dut as 
_ a general thing in these cases they were brough! 
about by invading armies and attended by the 
| horrors of war. 
| The fire in Rome which occurred during 
|, the reign of Nero, according to the account 


already referred to ; and from this examination 
I am convinced that this of Chicago exceeds 
them all in the extent of the area burned over 


There are some instances 
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Don of Tacitus, destroyed ten of the fourteen dis- 

atta ericts of the city; but the area burned is not || 

tes further designated, nor is any estimate of the 

lace value of the property destroyed furnished. 

last Judging from what 1s known of the extent of 
from yhe city at that time, I am inclined to think 
were the number of houses destroyed was much less 

the than the number reduced te ashes in Chicago. 


thu- Moscow at the time of its destruction by 


| 


i} 








'] 


revel with delight in their work of devastation || 


and ruin. The imagination of the superstitious 


| at that time needed but slight impulse to look 


upon them as fiery demons sent upon us as a 
scourge. But while often passing by holes and 
sinks of iniquity, they swept with exultation 
along the sacred aisles of the churches, coiling 


| like huge red serpents around the ascending 


ke g the Tartars in 1571 could not have had more 
and than six or seven thousand houses and a per- 
manent population of more than one hundred 
and and twenty thousand inhabitants ; as we learn 
) in from a reliable author, who visited the city 
its some thirty years previous, that it contained 
d | only about forty-five hundred houses and one 
t in hundred thousand inhabitants. The large loss 
Tes of life at this time was occasioned by an im- | 
) in meuse number of refugees fleeing to this point 
as a place of safety. De ; 
See Che fire which occurred in Venice in 1514, 
ave although extending, as the historian tells us, 
ade ‘6a very long way through therichest and most 
isly populous part of that city,’’ could not compare | 
ro ‘y extent with the larger ones of more modern | 
times. 


lhe great fire of Constantinople which hap- 





its struction of life, was but small compared with 
. that of Chicago, if we may judge by the value 
the of property destroyed, which is estimated at 
On- four million gold ducats, or about nine million 
egg dollars. which I believe is the estimate of that 
of destroyed in Portland in 1866. 
vil] At frst I was inclined to believe that the 
ny fire in our city was eclipsed by the great fire 
1 London in 1666. But after reading the 
na very minute account of thisin the Harleian 
t Miscellany, to which my attention has been 
called by our polite and cyclopedic congres- 
pat sional librarian, I find that even here | was 
ro- mistaken. ‘Thisaccount states that of the four 
ad hundred and sixty acres on which the city of 
ng London (proper) stood three hundred and 
st, fifty acres were burned over; that about 
rs, twelve thousand houses, besides eighty-seven 
d- churches and a number of public buildings, 
nt were destroyed. 
as at £7,335,000, or nearly $37,000,000. 
‘ The amount of property destroyed at Mos- 
ng cow by the fire which happened at the time 
nd of Bonaparte’s invasion has doubtless been 
greatly exaggerated; for by some historians 
S, the number of buildings burned is estimated 
he at over thirty thousand, and the value of prop- 
yn erty destroyed at $150,000,000. But the more 
in accurate accounts, which give the exact num- 
is ber saved, estimate the loss at not more than 
seven or eight thousand, giving the entire 
to number, including churches and public build- 
3 ings, at not more than ten thousand. 
r Now, Mr. President, compare these statis- 
: tics with those of the great fire in Chicago, and 
d the extent of our loss will be more vividly 
re appreciated. 
: Here a storm of fire, as if bursting from the 
t- heavens, which for fourteen weeks had been 
like brass above our heads, began its work in 
r the southern and western portions of our city, 
e and spreading out its arms of flame to the 
. breadth of one mile anda half, swept east and 
. northward for three miles and a half, devour- 
ing everything which lay in its pathway. Its 





v fury, fed by the hurricane which commenced 
I blowing about this time, as if to lend a hand 
{ in the work of destruction, caused the sea of 
e fire to roll on with an impetuosity that no 
; human power could withstand. Engines and 
1 all their accompanying appliances were of no 
5 more avail than human effort would be to stay 
° the waves of the mighty ocean. The flames, 
; as though amused at the efforts, would sweep 
; through the buildings around them and shoot 
, out their red banners from the windows and 
t roots behind them as tokens of victory. Leap- 
. ing from house to house, and often with mighty 

strides vaulting over an entire block as the 
; avant courrier of the host which followed be- 
hind, the very flames, asif conscious, seemed to 


The total loss 1s estimated | 


pened in 1606, although causing a heavy de- | 





spires, shooting out their fiery tongues from the 
summit. Now a tall spire of flame would 
shoot up with a vivid glow from some lofty 
edifice, quivering for a moment in the rising 
whirlpool, then, sweeping down kefore a fresh 
blast of wind, it would dash with wild fury 
against another building, apparently consum- 
ing it at one stroke. 
The fierce hurricane drew the fiery billows 
through the narrow alleys with a shrill, un- 
| earthly screech, dashing into every opening 
| like an invisible incendiary its brands, kindling 
-ach into a blaze with unerring certainty. The 
sheets of flame, as they burst forth from the 
windows, eaves, and roofs, leaping upward 
through the heavy masses of smoke, literally 
flapped and cracked in the wind like the sails 
of vessels in a storm. 

Mr. President, it was a deeply interesting 
yet melancholy sight to behold the magnificent 
stone and marble structures bravely resisting 
the fiery assaults which were made upon them. 
lhe flames gathered around them to the front 
and the rear, to the right and left, yet they 
stood up majestically as if defying the enemy, 
their walls rosy and their numerous windows 
bright with the reflected glare. 
surging waves, as if maddened by the resistance 
they met, rushed to the attack with redoubled 
fury, and soon fiery banners hung out from 
every aperture, and twisted columns of smoke 
ascended from all parts. The giants were 
conguered, and reeling and tumbling before 
the fell destroyer soon lay but masses of black- 
ened smoldering ruins, silent and me'ancholy 
monuments of the former greatness of the 
Prairie Queen of the West. 

The sun descended behind the huge clouds 
of smoke like a burning globe, and rose again, 
and still the rolling seaof flame rushed onward 
| unchecked. The tempest tore off huge frag 
ments from the roofs and swept them like float 
ing islands of fire through the sky, and the 
| distant quarters where they fell were instantly 
wrapped in flame. The very stones were often 
calcined or split into fragments by the intense 
heat; the metallic roofs and coverings were 


glass, and metallic substances were in many 
instances melted as though they had been sub- 
mitted to the flames produced by some stupen 
dous blow-pipe. 

It would be in vain, Mr. President, for me 
to attempt to describe the wild confusion and 
despair of the terror-stricken inhabitants. | 
have been amid the battle roar where armies 
a hundred thousand strong were struggling in 
fierce conflict for victory ; where the smoke of 
the combat rose in heavy clouds above us; 
where the dead and dying lay thick on every 
side, but never yet have I beheld such a scene 
of despair and wild confusion as this ; and may 
God grant that I shall never see the like again. 
The people were mad with fright. Wherever 





there appeared to be a place of safety, thither || 


they rushed in hundreds and thousands to 
escape the death which threatened them on 
every side. Seized with a wild panic, immense 
crowds surged backward and forward in the 


streets, struggling, threatening, and imploring | 


| 
|| to get free and escape to the van. Here, one 
| frenzied with despairas often as snatched from 
|| the flames would rush elsewhere into the burn- 
| ing cauldron; there, another seeingall he pos 
sessed on earth reduced to ashes, would sink 
down in hopeless despair. At other points 
|| hundreds could be seen rushing to the lake 
shore, every other retreat having been cut off, 
| and even here, pressed by the heat, smoke, and 


showers of firebrands, they plunged into the 


water as the only hope of escape. 


But the red | 


rolled together like scrolls of parchment ; iron, | 


To attempt to paint the scene in all its true 
and horrid colors would be in vain; all was 
confusion, tumult and wild despair. Chicago 
was in ruins. ‘Twenty-six hundred acres of 
ashes marked the site of its former greatness ; 
twenty thousand houses were reduced to em- 
bers; one hundred and ten thousand people 
were rendered homeless ; $200,000,000 worth 
of property had served as food for the flames. 

Behold the spectacle. Can anyone having 
witnessed this sad scene do less than plead for 
the ruined city? 

Mr. WRIGHT. Lnow renew the suggestion 
made before the discussion commenced, that 
the bill be recommitted to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Eb 
| MUNDS in the chair.) It is moved by the Sen 
ator from Iowa that the bill be recommitted to 
| the Committee on Finance. 


| The motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER The Senate 
now resumes the consideration of House bill 
No. 880, known as the amnesty bill, the pend- 
ing question being on the amendment pro- 
| aeee by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
| |Mr. Sumner. ] 

Mr. SCOTT. There is a bill reported by 
the Committee on Finance, which | am re 
quested, for the purpose of relieving Govern 
ment officers, as well as many persons intet 
ested, to press to an early consideration. Iti 
the bill which authorizes the remission of taxes 

, assessed and the refunding of taxes paid for 
| the last five months of 1870, under the law of 
| July 14, 1870. ‘There are about two million 
dollars affected by it, and I am informed that 
the officers of the Treasury, under the con 
struction which they put upon the law, have 
directed the revenue officers to distrain upon 
the corporations affected by that law. It 1s 
| very desirable that some action be taken by 

Congress to relieve the parties interested in 
|| that question. Has the Senator from Massa 
|} chusetts, who I understand has charge of the 
| pending amendment, any objection that | 
| should move to take up that bill? 
|| Mr. SUMNER. I was going to ask the 
Senator how long his bill would probably 
take? 

Mr. SCOT. L[hope not very long. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
afternoon ? 

Mr. SCOTT. Twould ask time to make a 
| very brief explanation, not exceeding fifteen 
or twenty minutes. 

Mr. SUMNER. I was going to say that I 
expected to occupy, | am sorry to contess it, 
more time than remains of to-day, and [| 
would rather begin with introducing my evi 
dence to-morrow at one o’clock. { would 
therefore suggest to my friend that the pend 
ing order be passed over informally, and his 
bill be proceeded with. I shall have no objec 
tion to that. 

Mr. SCOTT. 


Probably the rest of the 


[hat is all | desire. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have no objection to that. 
Mr. SCOTT. I move, then, that the pend 
|| ing order be informally passed over, and that 
|| the Senate proceed to the consideration of the 
\| bill (S. No. 862) declaratory of theact entitled 
‘*An act to reduce internal taxes, and for other 
purposes,’’ approved July 14, 1870. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there ob 
jection to laying aside the pending question 
and taking up the bill named by the Senator 
from Pennsylvania ? 

Mr. SUMNER. The Chair will understand 
that it is to lay aside the pending bill inform 
ally, so as to leave it in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be 
in order to be called up at any time by any 
Senator. 

Mr. POMEROY. I will ask if this measure 
is not concluded to-day will it not be the 
unfinished business for to-morrow? 


||} ThePRESIDINGOFFICER. Ifweadjourn 
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to-morrow wil! be the unfinished business, and 
tbe per ding question will be displaced. 
Mr.SUMNER. I beg pardon of the Chair; 
it will be the unfinished business, subject to the 
cal! tor the other order. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


ja otherwise advised, he 


The Chair 
will inform the Sen- 
that unless the 
amnesty bill iscalled up ard resumes its place 
before the adjournment to-day it will lose its 
pace 

Mr. SUMNER 3ut I understand that it is 
proposed that the amnesty bill shall simply be 
passed over informally, subject to being called 
up atany moment 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


£0 understand 


ator from Massachusetts ; 


The Chair 





the Presiding Officer of this body, and accord 
ing to the practice of the Senate, 


should adjourn pending the consideration of 
proposed by the Senator from 
Penneyivania, that to-morrow will be the unfin 
ished business, and not the billof the Senator 
from Massachusetts 


Mr. SUMNER, I 


osity of 


the measure 


hall rely on the gener 


ipterfere to-morrow at one o'clock. 
Mr. SCOT It is my expectation that the 
bill can be disposed of this afternoon. If we 


find it cannot be, it will be inthe power of the | 


Senator trom Massachusetts — 

Mr. CONKLING 
me to make a suggestion to him? 

Mr. SCOTT Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. ‘The whole difficulty can 
be obviated by demanding the regular order at 
any time before the adjournment to-day. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. 

Mr. SCOTT. If the Senator from New York 
had permitted me to finish my sentence, that 
was just what I was going to say. 


Will the Senator allow 


Mr. CONKLING I beg the Senator’s 
pardon 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 


objection to laying aside the bill under con 
sideration and proceeding to the consideration 
of the other measure indicated by 
tor from Pennsylvania? 
objection 


the Sena 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 


A message from the House of Representa 
tives, by Mr. Isaac Srroum, one of its clerks, 
announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lewing bills; in which it requested the concur- 
rence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. KR. No. 801) to authorize the 
proper accounting officers of the Treasury to 
settle with I°. M. Cordeiro; 

A bill (UH. R. No. 501) authorizing the ap 
propriation for the employment of surfmen 
at alternate life-saving stations on the New 
Jersey coast for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1872.t0 be expended in employing crews 
at such stations and for such periods and at 
such compensation as the Secretary of the 
Treasury may deem reasonable, not to ex- 


ceed forty dollars per mouth for each person | 


employed; and 


A bill (H. R. No. 505) for the relief of suf- 
ferers by fire at Chicago. 


UOUSE BILLS REFERRED 


The bill (H. R. No. 301) to authorize the 
proper accounting officers of the Treasury to 
setile with I’. M. Cardeiro was read twice by 
its tithe, and referred 
Foreign Relations. 

The bill (H.R. No. 501) authorizing the 
appropriation for the employment of surfmen 
at alternate life-saving stations on the New 
Jersey coast for the fiscal year ending June 
80, 1872, to be expended in employing crews 
at such stations and for such periods and at 
such compensation as the Secretary of the 


on the consideration of the measure proposed 
by the Senator from Pennsylvania, then that || to the Committee on Commerce. 


but, by the uniform ruling of 


if the Senate | 


my friend from Pennsylvania not to | 


the Chair hears no | 


to the Committee on | 
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| ployed, was read twice by its title, and referred 

The bill (H. R. No. 505) for the relief of 
sufferers by fire at Chicago was read twice by 
its title, and placed on the Calendar. 


CORPORATION INCOME TAX 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
| proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 362) 
declaratory of an act entitled ‘‘An act to reduce 
internal taxes, and for other purposes,’’ ap- 
proved July 14, 1870. 

The Committee on Finance reported the bill 
with an amendment to strike out the preamble 
and all of the original bill, and to insert in lieu 
thereof the following: 


Thatall taxes upon dividends, interest. and un- 
divided profits heretofore assessed or collected from 
the corporations mentioned in section fifteen of the 
actapproved July 14, 1870, entitled “An act to reduce 
internal taxes, and for other purposes,” forthe time 
between the Ist day of August, 1870, and the lst day 
ot January. 1871. shall be remitted or refunded upon 
claim made therefor: and the Commissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue is hereby authorized and directed 
to remit or refund the same as in cases of other taxes 
| improperly assessed or collected: but nothingin this 

act shall be so construed as to prevent thecollection 


| 


or autborize the return of any taxes upon such div- | 


idends. interest, or undivided p-ofits for that part of 
the year 1870 prior to the lst of August, and assessed 
| or collected at the rate of five per cent. 


Mr. SCOTT. I offer, by authority of the 
committee, two further amendments, which I 
will ask to have read before I make a brief 
statement of the bill. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendments, 
which were to insert after the word ‘‘collected,’’ 


| 


| in the eighteenth line, the words ‘‘ to all such | 
corporations as have retained such tax from | 


their stockholders, or paid it to the Govern 


ment, or shall retain or pay the same at such | 


| 

| rate as to make the tax equal to at least two 

and a half per cent. per annum upon all the 
earnings of the years 1870 and 1871, and to 

\| none other ;’’ and also, after the word ‘‘ to,”’ 

|| in the twenty-second line, to insert the words 

‘| ‘and including.”’ 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 


| tion is on the amendments offered by the Sen- | 


| ator from Pennsylvania. 
| Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President, this bill in- 


| volves, as | have already stated, nearly two 


| in making a brief statement to the Senate of 
} 
|sary. That it may be clearly understood, I 


| 
i} 


| ask attention to the law which imposed an in- | 


| come tax originally, so that all may be satis- 
| fied that this bill will secure equality as nearly 
as equality can be secured in the collection of 


| an income tax. 


The act of June 30, 1864, imposed the first |! 
income tax, and it enacts in section one hun-'}! 


| dred and sixteen, as follows: 


“And the duty herein provided for shall be as- 
sessed, collected, and paid, upon the gains, profits, 
| or income, for the year ending the 3lst day of 
| December next 


| collecting, and paying said duty.”’ 


By section one hundred and nineteen the | 


| duties were to be levied onthe Ist of May, and 


to be due and pavable on or before the 30th | 


of June in each year, until and including the 
year 1870, and no longer. 

By section one huudred and twenty a duty 
of five per cent. on all dividends in scrip or 
| money ‘‘thereafter’’ declared due, &c.—the 
| 


word ‘* thereafter ’’ in that section is, I think, 
a mistake for ‘‘ hereafter’’—of banks, trust 
companies, savings institutions, and of fire, 
marine, life, and inland insurance companies, 
|| was imposed to be retained by said companies. 
By section one hundred and twenty-two rail- 
| road, canal, turnpike, canal-navigation, and 
| slack-water companies were to retain five per 
| cent. on the interest of all bonds issued and 
| on all dividends declared or profits, wherever 
| the same shall be payable. 
| The actof March 3, 1865, amended sections 
one hundred and sixteen, one hundred and 
seventeen, one hundred and eighteen, one hun- 


Treasury may deem reasonable, not to exceed dred and nineteen, and one hundred and twenty 
forty dollars per month for each person em- \i of the act of June 30, 1864, in several particu- 


| million dollars, and its importance justifies me | 


| the reasons which render its passage neces- | 





preceding the time for levying, | 





January 16, 


| lars, but left the time of assessing, collect, 
and paying, and the time for levying the ,_ 8 
the sume as they were in sections one hundret 
and sixteen and one hundred and nineteer ed 
The acts of July 18, 1866, and the act of 

| March 2, 1867, again amended the same «,. 
tions; but the only change made as to the 
time of assessing, collecting, and paying, 5 
of levying and paying, fixed by the act of 1864 
' is that the act of 1867 changesthe lime alley : 
ing and paying tothe Ist of March and the 39) 
of April, instead of the Ist of May and the ayy; 
of June. The year for which it is to be ass, a 
is still left as in the original act, ‘the year 
ending the 81st day of December next precaj 
ing the time tor levying, collecting, and pay 
said tax ;’’ and each successive act repeats {i,, 
words of the one hundred and ninetcenth see 
tion, ‘‘until and including the year 1870, ang 
no longer.’’ , 
Now, how would this operate as to equality 
between those who paid tax upon genera] jp 
come assessed at the end of the year and paig 
at the time fixed for levy and payment, und 
those whose tax was retained by the of{cers 
of corporations out of their interest and diy; 
dends under sections one hundred and tweny 


ny 


e 5ec- 


ug 
5 


and one hundred and twenty-two? [I ei] 
especial attention to this subject. [1 is no: 


one, it is true, for any figures of rhetoric, by; 
it is an interesting one in figures of arithmetic. 

The original act was approved June 30, 1864, 
but on the 4th of July, 1864, a joint resolution 
was passed imposing a special income tax for 
the year ending December 31. 1863, to be ley 
ied, assessed, and collected on tive Ist of Oc 
ber, 1864, and as the act of June 30 had pro 
vided a special mode of collecting the tax op 
dividends, authorizing them to be deducted 
from gen*ral income, so that they would not 
pay twice, the resolution reaching back into 
1863, before the tax was exacted, provided 
that ‘‘no deductions shall be made for divi 
dends or interest received from any association, 
corporation, or company.”’ 

We have thus the income tax, beginning in 
1863, and interest, dividends, &c., if hon 
estly returned—and it is probable they are just 
about as honestly returned as other incomes 
paid tax for the year 1868. The law of Jun 
30, 1864, would catch all general incomes for 
1864, but its special mode of collecting the tax 
upon dividends, &c., could reach only those 
declared after its passage. Those declared 
before would go into general incomes, as | 
will hereafter show. 

Now, starting with 1863, the time to which 
the resolution of 1864 reaches back, we find 
that those who paid general income tax paid 
for the years 1863, 1864, and all the years up 
to and including 1869. Dividends paid tax for 
the year ending December 31, 1863, under the 
resolution. When we come to 1864, dividends 
declared before the passage of the act had paid 
no tax, and therefore they would pass into the 
general income of the recipients, for the pro 
vision for deducting them in section one hun 
dred and seventeen is, ‘* the income derived 
from dividends, &c., which shall have been 
assessed and the tax paid as hereinafter pri 
vided,’’ shall be deducted, &c. Thus all divi 
dends for 1864 would be subject to and pay th- 
tax. Those declared after the passage o! the 
act would be retained by the corporations ; 
those declared before the passage of the act 
of 1864 were not permitied to be deducted, the 
tax upon them not having been paid, and there 
fore went into the assessment of general income; 
so that, going on to December 31, 1869, up to 
which time the dividends also paid, there would 
be equality as between those who paid tax upon 
general incomes and those who had their tax 
retained by the corporations which paid their 
dividends. 

At this point, December 31, 1869, we are 
met by the question made by corporations and 


| decided by the circuit court for the eastern 
| district of Pennsylvania, referred to by the 
|, Commissioner of loternal Reveuue in bis report 


1872. 
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for 1870, to which I very briefly refer. On 
ize 12 of the report the point where this 
difsculty started is thus suggested: 


“Section seventeen provides that sections one 
hundred and twenty. one hundred and twenty-one, 

v1 ono hundred and twenty-two, of the act of Juno 
%), 1864 as amended, shall beconstrued to impose the 
taxes therein mentioned to August 1, 1870, and no 
song eetion fifteen provides ‘ that there shall be levied 
and collected for and during the year 1871 a tax of 
two and @ half per cent. on the amount of all 
; sto 
inter issued and payabloin one or more years after 
date by any of the corporations in this section here- 
jnafter mentioned, and the amount of all dividends 
of earnings, income, or gains hereinafter declared 
by any bank, trust company, savings institution, 
jpsurance company, railroad company, canal com- 
pany, urnpikecompany, canal-navigation company, 
and slack-water company, whenever and wherever 
thesame shall be payable, and to whatsoever person 
tbe same may be due, including non-residents, 
whether citizens or aliens. i : 

“It is believed to have been the intention to con- 
tinue the five percent. tax until August 1, 1870, and 
to substitute a tax of two and a half percent. there- 
for ou and after that date. But, owing to the pecu- 
liar language of the statute, no tax can be withheld 


from coupons falling due during the last five ca'en- 


dar months of 1870. According to a recent decision 
of the circuit court inthe State of Pennsylvania, in 
thecase of the Philadelphia and Reading Ra.:road 
Company vs. Barnes, collector, no tax can be with- 
beld from dividends, coupons, or interest, payable 
during the first seven months of 1870; and it is fur- 
ther maintained that corporations cannot be re- 
uired to pay any taxes upon the dividends payable 
uring the remaining five months.” 


At this point it will be observed that two 
— were suggested: first, were dividends 


eclared on the 81st of December, 1869. for 
instance, or at any time in December, 1869, 


but not made payable until January. 1870, or 
afterward in that year, subject to the income | 


tax under the Jaw which expired on the 31st 
of December, 1869? Second, are the corpora- 
tions mentioned in the one hundred and fif- 


teenth section required to retain the income | 


tax for the period elapsing between the Ist of 
August, 1870, and the 1st of January, 1871? 
[ne Commissioner of Internal Revenue held 
that both were subject to the tax, both the 
dividends declared in 1869 and payable in 1870 
and the dividends declared during the last five 
months of the year 1870. 

Thus the matter stood before the passage of 
the act of July 14, 1870. 
to be considered, and went to a committee of 
conference, this state of things was presented : 
under the ruling of the Commissioner of Inter- 
nal Revenue the corporations named in the 
section to which I have referred had already 
paid or were held liable for the tax up until the 
Ist day of July, at least, and that at the rate of 
five per cent. under the law which those cor- 
porations insisted had expired, but the Com- 
missioner of Internal ltevenue, taking the view 


that it had not expired, collected that tax at | 


the rate of five per cent. Of course a tax for 
six months at the rate of five per cent. was 


equivalent to an annual tax at the rate of two | 


and a half per cent. ; and it will be remem- 


bered—certainly I will be borne out in this | 
statement by the members of the committee | 


of conference—that the intention of the act of 
July 14, 1870, in fixing the tax at two and a 
half per cent., and in providing that no tax 
should be collected for the last tive months of 
1870, was to equalize this tax so that the tax 


paid at the rate of five per cent. for six months | 
should be considered equivalent to a whole | 


year’s tax at two and a half per cent., and 
that where such tax at five per cent. had been 
paid, no further tax forthe last five months of 
1870 should be levied or paid. 


taxation, a part of the earnings of 1869 would 
escape ; and on the other hand, if corporations 
which had paid at the rate of five per cent. for 
the first six months, or until August 1, 1870, 


are required also to pay upon the remaining | 


8iX or five months of that year, as the case 


may be, they having paid at the rate of five | 
per cent. for the first period, and two anda | 


coupons paid, cr bonds or other evidences | 


When that act came | 
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half for the last, would pay really at the rate 
of at least three and three fourths per cent. for 
the year, whereas general incomes pay for that 
year only at the rate of two and a half per cent., 
as they are not assessed until the expiration of 
the year. It was the purpose of the act of July 
14, 1870, to relieve both these difficulties, and 
| it relieves them in this way: by exempting all 
dividends declared by corporations, and all 


the tax for the last five months of 1870, it puts 


them than trom general income, for the com- 
mittee, and the Senate adopting the view of 
the committee, finding that the time had run 





the following month. If this act be now passed, 
these corporations will be required to pay, in- 
stead of at the rate of two and a half per cent. 
for the whole year, just so much over two and 
a half per cent. asthe earnings of seven months 
are over the half year. They will be paying 
seven twelfths of that tax of five per cent. 
instead of six twelfths; a little over two and 
a half per cent. per aunum. 


declared in 1872. 
ings for the last part of the year, dividends 
upon which may be declared in 1872; and ac 
cording!y the amendment now before the Sen 
|| ate is intended to reach that question, and to 
accomplish this result: that the remission of 


now in contest, or the refunding of taxes, 





|| be made to all such corporations as have paid 





| and a half per cent. upon the dividends, 


| 

| made, and no such refunding shall take piace, 
| to any other corporations than those who have 
| paid or shall pay a tax upon tke whole earn- 
| 


| and ahalf per cent. ‘That is the purpose of 


| 

| 

| purpose of showing that this was the inten- 
| tion of the act of July 14, 1870. 


| Finance Committee, to accompany this bill, 
| which bas been printed and before the Senate 
i| for some time. 

| 


and refund all such taxes against these cor 
porations as would require them to pay more 


upon the whole earnings of 1870 and 1871, wit! 


up to and including the Ist of August, 1870 
shall not receive back the small fraction whiel 





| consequence of that payment. ‘Ihe intenttor 


that the same tax shall be paid by these cor 
| porations upon the earnings of the whole of 
|| both these years, as is paid upon general in 


consider is accomplished by the bill and the 
amendments which are pending. 


| requires. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Tuvr 
MAN in the chair.) 
| amendment offered by the Senator from Penn 
| sylvania from the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 





other classes of income that are embraced in || 
that ove hundred and fifteenth section, from | 


them very nearly upon an equality with general 
income, requiring a little more from some of | 


into July, 1870, extended it until the first of | 


For the year 1871 there can be no difficulty, 
unless itis to reach the dividends, &c., earnedin | 
that year and carried forward into dividends | 
These would be the earn- || 

| 


taxes where they have not been paid and are | 
where they have been paid under protest, shall | 
or shall pay a tax at the rate of at least two | 


&c., of the whole earnings of the years 1870 | 
| and 1871, and that no such remission shall be | 


the amendment which is now offered. I do 


It is so ap- | 
parent to any one who will consider the then |} have not paid it out of their profits, he makes 


existing state of things, that I do not now |) a distinction between two corporations who are 
| deem it necessary, especially as that question 
| is considered in the report I made from the 


Let me again state, as clearly as I can, the 
|| purpose of this measure. It is to authorize the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue to remit 


than two and a halt per cent. per annum 


|| the single exception that those who have paid 


would be over two and a half per cent., in 


is to equalize the general income tax and this 
tax upon dividends of corporations, &c., so 


With this statement I leave the question 


before the Senate, so that it may elicit any 
further discussion that Senators may think it 


The question is on the 
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| 


|| from Pennsylvania to tell us exactly what this 
|| amendment means, and what the object is in 
|| applying this proposition only to those corpor- 
ations who have retained the tax from the 
stockholders. Suppose they have paid it to 
|| the stockholders ; why should it not be remit- 
|| ted then just the same ? 
| Mr. SCOTT. Under the law as it stands 
|| they are authorized and required to retain it 
| and pay it over to the Government, not to the 
stockholders. The intention of the amend 
|| ment is to authorize the return to those who 
bave retained it and paid it to the Government, 
\. or who shall hereafter retain it and pay it to 
| the Government. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am decidedly in favor 
| of retaining in the Treasury all the money we 
can that is collected by corporations out of 
|| the people. I do not think there is any great 
|| harm in that. But I do not see she force of 
|| the argument, if a corporation, supposing this 
tax would not be collected, it being unequal, 
|} as it is said, should have made its dividend 
without any reference to retaining anything to 
| pay the Government, that now the Govern 
ment should propose to give up this tax alto- 
| gether. Why should not the corporation, if 
there be such a one, which has divided all its 
profits among the stockholders, be entitled to 
this remission of liability just as well as a 
corporation that kept the money in its coffers 
and never paid it to the stockholders or to the 
Treasury? That is what I should like inform 
ation upon. 

Mr. SCOTT. I misapprehended my friend’s 
question. Under the income tax law all cor- 
porations are not only required to retain these 
taxes and pay them over to the Government, 
|| but they are made liable for the taxes. It is 
|} not intended at all to relieve corporations from 
thetax where they are liable, and that certainly 
|| cannot be the effect of the bill, but it is simply 
|| to authorize the refunding or the remission of 

such taxes as will compel them to pay the 
|| Same taxes that all individuals have paid. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My honorable friend from 

Pennsylvania need not have given himself the 





| 
| 


. ~ | . 
| ings of both these years equal to at least two |! trouble to tell me what the law is about collect 
1 
| 


ing taxes from corporations. I have a faint 
| impression that I understand that already. The 


not propose to go intoa legal argument for the || point I ask him to explain is why, if these cor 


|| porations are, as the law now stands, liable to 
pay a tax for 1870 during those months and 


in that category and reiieves one that has kept 
the money in its treasury, and has not divided 
it among its stockholders, and does not relieve 
another which, whether in violation of law or 
| otherwise, has divided all its profits among its 
| stockholders, and has not retained the tax that 
' it was still bound to pay? Of course, if the 
corporation was liable to pay the tax it could 
not escape by giving the money to the stock- 
holders; it would still be just as liable ; it would 
still be bound to pay it over to the Govern- 
‘|; ment. We all unders'and that ; nobody dis 
putes it; but the amendment which my friend 
» || offers distinguishes on the face of it—whether 
1 || it has any meaning or not is precisely what I 
am trying to find out—between a corporation 
1 || which has not paid the Government of the Uni- 
ied States what the law may seem to require, 
and which may have paid over all its earnings 
- || to the stockholders, and another which has not 
|| paid what it owes to the Government and has 
- | not paid it over to the stockholder. 


> 


'| comes by individuals; and that purpose we Mr. SHERMAN. As my friend from 

_It will be seen from this statement that if the | 
dividends declared in 1869, and not payable | 
until 1870, were, on the one hand, exempt from | 


Pennsylvania is engaged, I will answer the 
question, if I can, tor him. In the case put 
by the Senator from Vermont, if a corpora- 
tion had failed to pay over the income tax to 
the Government it could not, as a matter of 
|| Course, reserve it from the stockholders, but 
- || would pay over to the stockholders the full 
| amount of the dividend. 
-|| Mr. EDMUNDS. That would depend upon 
\| how much it chose to divide. It might retain 


I should like the Senator |; it or not. 
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Mr. SHERMAN. In that case, the indi 


vidual stockbolder, in rendering his personal 
income, had to return that income, and then 
it was subject to a tax of two and half per 
cent., because he is only entitled to dedact 
from his personal return where the corpora- 
tion bas paid to the Government the income 
ta [ think that is the answer to the ques 
{ the Senator from Vermont put, if | under- 


In regvard to this whole controversy, it fell to 
me to make a statement of what the intention 
of the law was, whetheror not the legal phrase- 
In July, 1870, 
Congress determined to re luce the income tax 

» and a half per cent. 
he trouble was that up 
to July 1, 1870, the income tax at the rate of 
had been paid where it was 
derived from corporations, and it was not the 
purpose of Congress to authorize the return of 
any portion of this income tax, but the purpose 
of Congre s was to pend the collection of 
income tax from corporations for the residue 
of that year, | $70 the ground that they had 
already paid two and a half per cent. income 
tux for 1870, having paid at the rate of tive per 


cent. rsix month 


} +} ; ‘ ‘ ) 
Nogy carried out that intention, 


from five per cent. to tw 


for the year 1870; butt 


Therefore, the intention was—and this was 
done in express wo to repeal the residue 
cted from corporations 
but to levy upon personal income 
the income tax for 1870, as of old, so as to 


of the income tax coll 


for that year, 


equalize the tax upon incomes. whether derived 


from corporations or from p¢ rsonal or other 
source That was the whole object of the 


law, whether the phraseology was ambiguous 
or not. | he officers of the law, however, and 
especially a clerk, or some gentleman con 
nected with the Attorney Creneral’s office, con 
strued the income tax on corporations as still 
continuingat the rate of twoand ahalf percent., 
although tt seems to me the language of the 
luw 18 p ain that the tax should not be collected 
at all atter the Ist of August, 1870, until the 
Ist of January, 1871. But the construction 
he put upon the law required him, and he 
require d the revenue officers to go on and col- 
lect the tax on corporations at the rate of two 
and a half per cent. from the Ist of August, 
1870, to the Ist of January, 1871, although 
they had already paid income tax at the rate 
of five per cent. per annum from the Ist of 
Junuary preceding the Ist of August, 1870, 
shortiy after the passage of the law. 

The object of this bill is to remove ambigu- 
ity, and to require and authorize the collection 
ot the 
upon corporations, and the same upon corpor- 
ations as 


ame income tax on } ersonal income as 


but unfor- 
tunately, as the tax on corporations was col- 
lected for seven months of 1870, it follows 
that the income derived from corporations will 
have paid at best, even under the law as now 


upon personal income; 


proposed by the Senator from Pennsylvania, a 
little more income tax than personal income; 
but this was an inequality so small that we did 
not propose to correct it, and its correction 
has not been attempted by this bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDs._ I am not altogether sure 
that it is right to pass this bill in any form. I 
can see a pretty good reason in policy for tax- 
ing the income of a corporation at a higher 
rate than you tax the income of a private indi- 
vidual; and I should have been glad when we 
remodeled the internal revenue laws (and | 
tried to the extent of my little powers to ac- 
complish that result) to continue as against 
corporations the tax upon gross receipts. We 
did not, however, do that. I say, then, it does 
not appear to me to be altogether clear that 
we may not justly, and ought not rightly, to 
impose a higher tax upon the income of a cor- 
poration than upon that of a private person. 
Vhy? Because a corporation enjoys a special 
and peculiar privilege in making money that a 
private individual does not. 

Every corporation is a monopoly, and I do 
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of accusing a corporation of any wrong; but 
it receives its money through the instrument- 
ality of national or State authority, by a para- 
mount power over and above that which a 
private individual can exercise. Itis protected 
by law. It combines capital. It has avenues 
and means of profit which the grace of the 
to give it, which the private 
There is therefore 
no philosophic ground that [ can understand 
why all corporations should not be taxed in a 
larger degree upon their profits than private 
persons are without any injustice. 

Now, the simple proposition in this bill, taking 
it as it is explained, is that corporations earn- 
ing income through the favor of special priv- 
ilegés imparted by the United States as it re- 
spects banks, and by the States as it respects 
railroads, to gather into their coffers money 
derived by a sort of taxation of their own on 
the people, fixing their own rates of discount 
and exchange, and of traffic aud of passenger 
travel, it is proposed by this bill that they, 
being now liable to pay for a few months the 
old-fashioned five per cent, income tax, are to 
be let down to two and a half, because the rest 
of the people, the private citizens, have been. 
{ do not see the philosophy of that, I con- 
fess. Of course it is an exceedingly fine thing 


people chooses 
person does not pOssSess. 


for the corporations, for the banks in the Uni- | 


ted States; and, as a stockholder in one of 


them, personally, [ should be extremely glad | 


to take my share of the benefit of this per- 
formance ; but I confess I do not like the prin- 
ciple of it; and besides looking at the language 
in which this proposition is proposed. I am a 
little afraid, although my friend from Pennsyl- 
vania | am sure thinks otherwise, that it might 
have the effect to go somewhat beyond what 
he himself would propose in respect to certain 
uncollected taxes from corporations which do 
not fall within what he wishes to accomplish. 
I think it better that this bill should go over 
until to-morrow, and I therefore call for the 
regular order, and I should like to have the 
additional amendments proposed printed for 
the information of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The order 
to print the amendments will be made, if there 
be no objection. 

Mr. LOGAN. I ask leave to submit an 
amendment, which I shall propose at the 
proper time, to the bill under consideration, 
for the purpose of having it printed. 

There being no objection, the proposed 
amendment was received 
ordered to be printed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Vermont demands the regular order, and 
House bill No. 380, for the removal of polit- 
ical disabilities, is now before the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Mas- 


sachusetts, { Mr. Sumner, ] I understand, does | 


not desire to go on with the debate to-day. 
Several Senators. Let us have an executive 


session. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


|; ness. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business. After twenty-seven minutes spentin 
executive session, the doors were reopened, 
and (at three o’clock and thirty minutes p. m. ) 
the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 16, 1872. 
The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 
Mr. UPSON. I am informed that the 


Journal does not show that my colleague, Mr. 


Perry, voted on the passage of the amnesty 


not speak of a monopoly in the out-door sense || bill introduced by the gentleman from Massa- 


informally, and 








a anes a ee 


chusetts, [Mr. Dawes.] I ask that the Journe) 
be so corrected as to show that he voted jn 4, 
affirmative. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is aware ; 
the gentleman from Ohio did vote in the 
ative, and the Journal will be so correc 


In the 


Dat 
affirm 
ted. 
LOUISIANA DIFFICULTIES 
The SPEAKER announced the follow;,, 
as the select committee under the rego}y+;.° 


itor 


| of the House passed yesterday to investigss, 


the condition of affairs in Louisiana: Mr 
Gienni W. Scorietp of Pennsylvania. vy, 
Georce W. McCrary of Lowa, Mr. H. Boar: 
MAN Smitu of New York, Mr. Danie, W 
Voornees of Indiana, and Mr. Samvey g 
Marsua.t of Illinois. e 
ANNUAL REPORT OF ATTORNEY GENERA! 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous conse) 
laid before the House a letter from the Attor. 
ney General, transmitting his annual report fy, 
the year 1871; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to }, 


| printed. 


EX-COLONEL J. V. D. REEVE 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent. 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre 
tary of War in relation to the case of ex-Colone| 
J. V. D. Reeve; which was referred to th, 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered t 
be printed. 

BEACONS AND BUOYS. 

The SPEAKERalso, by unanimous consent 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre 
tary of the Treasury in relation to the deficiency 
in the appropriation for the current fiscal year 
on account of expenses of beacons and buoys: 
which was referred to the Committee on Appro 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 


SEMINOLE INDIAN RESERVATION, 
The SPEAKERalso, by unanimous consent, 


| laid before the House a letter from the Secre 
| tary of the Interior, asking an appropriation 
of $20,000 for the erection of buildings on the 


reservation of the Seminole Indians ; whicl 
was referred to the Committee on Appropria 


| tions, and ordered to be printed. 


DUXBURY HARBOR, MASSACHUSETTS. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secré 
tary of War, in answer to a resolution of the 


| House of March 9, 1871, in relation to the in 


provement of the herbor of Duxbury, Massa 

chusetts ; which was referred to the Committee 

on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES, ETC. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre 
tary of the Interior, in answer to a resolutior 
of the House of January 8, 1872, in relation to 
agricultural colleges and college land scriy 
which, on motion of Mr. Wixson, of Ohio, was 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and 
ordered to be printed. 


HARBOR OF BALTIMORE. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, in answer to a resolution of the 
House of December 12, 1871, in relation to 
channels leading to the harbor of Balumore 
which was referred to the Committee on Com: 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 


DISTRICT JAIL. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre 
tary of the Interior, in answer to a resolution 
of the House of January 8, 1872, in reiation 
to the construction of a jail in the District 
of Columbia; which was referred to 
Committee for the District of Columbia, an4 
ordered to be printed. 


WINNEBAGO INDIANS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Seer 
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__ ¢ the Interior, transmitting an estimate 
_ priations for the benefit of the Winne- 
son India which was referred to the Com- 
«sree gh Appropriations, and ordered to be 


annro 

appt 
na: 

mittee 


7 
tan 


pn l t 
gQUESTRIAN STATUE OF GENERAL SCOTT. 
lhe SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
i before the House a letter from the Secre- 

f War, asking for an appropriation for 

erection of an equestrian statue to the 


memory of Brevet Lieutenant General Win- 


j 
adiG 
j ( 
y 


field a aie 
mittee on Pabliec Buildings and Grounds, and 


red to be printed. 
SIIAWNEE INDIANS. 


orde 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, in relation to certain 
selection of lands made for members of the 
Shawnee Indians; also the dratt of a joint res- 
olution to confirm the sale of such selections ; 
which were referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

OSWKGO RIVER. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 

laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 


tary of War, in answer to a resclution of the 


i Scott; which was referred to the Com- | 


be read for information, after which objection, 
if any, will be in order. 

The joint resolution was read. 

Mr. MAYNARD. During last Congress I 
insisted that all such applications should go 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and | 
desire that that course shall be now taken. | 
object to the present consideration of the joint 


resolution. 


Mr. DUELL. A similar bill has already 


been passed this session. 


| from Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] will not per- 


sist in his objection. 

Mr. MAYNARD. There are so many of 
such applications, that I must insist on my 
objection. 

Mr. STOUGHTON. There is so large a 
number of these bills being constantly intro- 
duced that I also must object to their being 
passed without going to the appropriate com- 


mittee. 


House of December 18, 1871, in relation to the | 


improvement of Oswego river; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 
COAST SURVEY. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 


tary of the Interior, transmitting estimates of 
appropriations required for surveying service, 


and to supply deficiencies for the fiscal years | 


ending June 80, 1870, 1871, and 1872; which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropri- 
ations, and ordered to be printed. 


‘*pLACK BOB’ BAND OF INDIANS. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Interior in relation to certain lands 
in the State of Kansas, belonging to the ‘‘Black 
Bob’ band of Shawnee Indians; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


KAW INDIANS, 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 





tary of the Interior, in relation to the present | 


condition of the Kaw Indians; which was 


Mr. DUELL. Then I move that the joint 
resolution be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

rhe motion was agreed to. 

INCREASED PENSIONS. 
Mr. COBURN, by unanimous consent, re- 


| ported back from the Committee on Military 


Affairs the bill (H. R. No. 881) allowing 


| totally disabled soldiers and seamen increased 
pensions, and moved that the committee be | 
| discharged from its further consideration, and 


that it be referred to the Committee on Invalid 


| Pensions. 


The motion was agreed to. 
INTERNAL REVENUE. 
Mr. FINKELNBURG. 
consent to offer the following resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to inform this House how many persons in 


all are now employedin and about the assessment 
and collection of the internal revenue. 


Mr. DICKEY. I object, for the reason that 
the Secretary of the Interior is now preparing 
a list of that kind by direction of this House. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. Thegentleman from 


| Pennsylvania [Mr. Dickey] is mistaken. The 
| list which is being prepared by the Secretary 


referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, |! 


and ordered to be printed. 
SURVEY OF THE 


TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Del- 
aware [Mr. Biaes] desires to offer a joint 
resoluyon for consideration now. 

Mr. BANKS. Has the morning hour com- 
menced ? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 
commence until the regular order is demanded. 
_ Mr. BIGGS. I ask unanimous consent to 
introduce, with a view to its present consid- 
eration, a joint resolution, providing for the 
survey of the Delaware river, at New Castle>- 
Delaware, for certain purposes. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The joint resolution will 
be read for information, after which objection, 
if any, will be in order. 

lhe joint resolution was read. 

Mr. WILLARD. I object. 


DONATION OF CANNON. 


DELAWARE RIVER. 


Mr. DUELL, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 76) donat- 
ing certain condemned cannon for a soldiers’ 
monument at Cortland, New York ; which was 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. DUELL. I ask unanimous consent 


that the joint resolution be now put upon its 
passage. 


The SPEAKER. The joint resolution will 


It will not || 





of the Interior refers not to the present time, 
but to a former year. 


Mr. DICKEY. I object. 
DISPOSITION OF LAND SCRIP. 


Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. I ask unanimous 
consent to offer a resolution for reference. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any exigency 
about it which requires it to be referred betore 
Monday ? 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. There was 
opportunity to offer it yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. What was the lack of 
opportunity? The State of Ohio was called. 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. It was not called, 
Mr. Speaker, for resolutions of this kind. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the resolution, 
as follows: 


no 


Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be 
instructed to inquire and report—— 

The SPEAKER. That is not a resolution 
for reference, but for the action of the House. 
It is a resolution which the Chair would enter- 
tain. 

Mr. WILSON. of Ohio. I ask to have it 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the read- 
ing of the resolution, as follows: 

2esolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be 


| instructed to inquire and report what disposition 


has been made by the several States of the land 
scrip issued to them respectively under the act of 
July 2, 1862; whether the same has been located 
and sold, and if so, how the proceeds and interest 
thereon have been appropriated; and whether one 
or more agricultural colleges have been established 
in the said States respectively, or any legislative 
provision made therefor. 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman de- 
sire that the resolution shall be agreed to? 
Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. I do. 


I hope my friend | 
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The SPEAKER. Then it is not a reso- 
lution for reference. If the gentleman had 
stated distinctly what he desired, the Chair 
would have made no objection. 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. Then I withdraw 
my remarks in that regard. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

PAYMENT OF VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, by ananimous 
consent, presented a letter from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, transmitting a statement of 
the amounts refunded to the States in raising 
volunteers from 1861 to 1872; which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 

NEW JERSEY LIFE-SAVING STATIONS, 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask unani 
mous consent to report back from the Com 
mittee on Appropriations, with the recom 
mendation that it do pass, the bill (H. R. No. 
501) authorizing the appropriauion for the 
employment of surfmen at alternate life-saving 
stations on the New Jersey coast for the fisea! 
year ending June 380, 1872, to be expended in 
employing crews at such stations and for such 
periods and at such compensation as the Secre 
tary of the Treasury may deem reasonable, 
not to exceed forty dollars per month for each 
person employed. 

The bill was read. It proposes to author 
ize the Secretary of the Treasury to expend 
the sum of $10,080, appropriated by an act 
making appropriations for sundry civil ex 
peuses of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1872, and for other purposes, 
approved March 3, 1871, for the ‘* pay of six 
experienced surfmen to man each of the boats 
at alternate life-saving stations on the New 
Jersey coast from December 15 to March 15,’’ 
in employing crews of experienced surfmen at 
such stations and for such periods as he may 
deem necessary and proper, and at such com 
pensation as he may deem reasonable, not to 
exceed forty dollars per month for each person 
to be employed. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the 
consideration of this bill now? The Chair 
hears none, and the bill is before the House. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The Secretary 
of the Treasury has sent to the House a letter 
in reference to this bill, which is as follows: 

Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Wasuineton, D. C., December 11, 1871. 


Sir: If the accompanying joint resolution author 
izing the amount appropriated for the employment 
of surfmen on the New Jersey coast by act of March 
3, 1871, (see Statutes-at-Large, volume 1, page 496,) 
to be expended in accordance with the provisions 
of section twenty-seven of the act of April 20, 1871 
(see Statutes-at-Large, first ‘session Forty-Second 
Congress, page 12, Little & Brown's edition,) could be 
passed before the 15th instant, it would greatly facil 
itate the reorganization of the life-saving service 
now in progress. 

I am, very respectfully 


GEO. S. BOUTWELL, Secretary. 


Hon. J. A. GARFIELD, Chairman Committee on Appro- 
priations House of Representatives. 

i will state that the object of the bill is merely 
this: the appropriation made for this purpose 
for the last fiscal year restricted the pay of surf 
men at life-saving stations to forty dollars a 
month. The Secretary of the Treasury reports 
that if we allow him to pay a less sum during 
some months of the year, he can discriminate 
in the use of the fund during the whole year, 
and use it more economically. The bill does 
not propose & new appropriation, but merely 
to distribute the appropriation already made 
somewhat differently. The same disposition 
has been wade in the law in regard to the ap 
propriation for the current fiscal year. It was 
provided for at the last short session of Con 
gress. | apprehend thatthere can be no ques 
tion about the propriety of this bill, and t ask 
for a vote upon it. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I desire to say, for the ben 
efit of gentlemen on this side of the House who 
may not have heard the remarks of the gentle 
man from Ohio, that the bill makes no addi- 


|| tional appropriation, but only provides an 








} 


additional rule of compensation, which the | are arranging the country for a presidential 
committee think is a proper one. | election; they are coming forward as cham- 

Mr. COX. ‘The gentleman from Ohio will, | pions of free trade and generalamnesty. Well, 
I am sure, allow me to say a word, inasmuch || if they will do good to the country we will help 
as | have taken some interest in this matter. || them do it, and in this matter we will vote for 
At the last session of Congress there was an | life-saving apparatus. For one, I welcome all 


the gentleman from New Jersey, (Mr. H111, } Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no 
and the gi ntleman who now addresses you, doubt my friends of the Democratic side of 
divided between Long Island and the New || this House need life-saving apparatus at all 
Jersey coast. I do not know precisely how || their stations. But I do not think the gentle- 
the $200,000 has heen appropriated, or whether || man’s remarks have any relation to this bill. 
this bill proposes to add to the appropriation || The gentleman asks for an explanation of this 
of that umount, but I am very sure, from the || bill,and I will give it. At the session ‘of Con- 
observation I have had on this subject, by the || gress before the last there was appropriated a 
reports made to the Treasury, and from the || sum of $10,000 for the pay of sixty three 
accounts that have been published in the public || surfmen to man the boats at alternate life- 
press as to the utility of this service, that a || saving stations on the New Jersey coast. 
larger sum might well be appropriated to a || Those men were to be paid not to exceed forty 
matter which concerns not merely property, || dollars a month. Now, according tothat, the 
: but human life. This bill has been read so || Secretary of the Treasury must pay them just 

hurriedly that I donot understand precisely its || forty dollars a month until the appropriation 
tenor,and the gentleman perhaps can explain || of $10,000 runs out, which will be in a short 
it a little more definitely before he asks for its || time. The Secretary now says that if we will 
passage. I should like toknow, from the read- || allow him to pay fifteen or twenty-five dollars 
ing of the report of the Secretary ofthe Treas- || a month for some of the summer months, 
ury, or from some other quarter, what con- || when they are not much needed, and then 
tracts were made under our appropriation of || to pay them forty dollars a month in some 
last year It gave us some trouble to getthat || of the stormy months, when they cannot be 
appropriation. The gentleman from Massa. || obtained for less, he can run this appropria- 
chusetts, [Mr. Dawes,] the then chairman of || tion through the year; in other words, he 
the Commitee on Appropriations, opposed the || can do more good if he is allowed to distribute 
appropriation at the time, although he after- || it at his discretion, rather than to make him 
ward yielded to the doctrine of humanity || pay forty dollars a month at all times. I 
which | urged upon him. The Secretary of || think this is a good bill; it does not appro- 
the I'reasury also opposed it, and yet the || priate any more money, but it more wisely 
— newspapers give all the credit of this || distributes what is already appropriated. I[ 


1UMaANitarian appropriation to the Republican || now call the previous question. 











side of the House. I want to vindicate our || Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Is it in 
side of the House upon some occasion. | order to move an amendment to this bill at 
Mr. DAWES. ‘* Hine ille lachryme.”’ || this time? 
Mr. COX. The gentleman says, ‘* Hincille || The SPEAKER. It is not, pending the 
lachryme’’—*‘ hence these tears.’’ The gen- || call of the previous question. 
tleman from Massachusetts is very much mis- || The previous question was seconded and 


taken if he supposes that he ever saw me !| the main question ordered; and under the 

shedding tears here. I have no tears to shed || operation thereof the bill was ordered to be 

over the humanity exercised on his side of the || engrossed and read a third time; and being 

House, and! congratulated the gentleman yes- || engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 

terday upon his humane, kind, and Christian || time, and passed. 

disposition about amnesty. || Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
Mr. DAWES. Yes, at the expense of my || sider the vote by which the bill was passed ; 


° | 
bill. [Laughter. } | and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
Mr. COX. The gentleman says ‘‘at the 


A. Ihe gentle ; | be laid on the table. 
expense of his bill Why did notthe gen- The latter motion was agreed to. 
tleman, irrespective of any applause or sup- 


port from one side or the other, stand by what | E. C, BOUDINOT. 

is right? | Mr. VOORHEES, by unanimous consent, 
|| 
| 








Mr. DAWES. Did I not? presented from the Committee on the Judi- 
Mr. COX. The gentleman did; but sev- || ciary a report in the case of E. C. Buudinot; 
eral of his colleagues backed down from a || which was ordered to be printed, and recom- 
proposition which was right, becausethe Dem- || mitted. 
ocratic party agreed to it; and the other day, || Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the 
the gentleman from Maine | Mr. Hae] came || yote by which the report was recommitted: 
forward with a proposition which i urged here || and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
ten years ago, for free shipping. In fact, the |! be laid on the table. 
gentleman from Maine [Mr. Hae} and the || The latter motion was agreed to. 
honorable Speaker are but converts to the || 
Democratic theory, and yet they claim all the | 
credit, and are carrying off all the honors for 1 
the Republican party. {| 
Mr. DAWES. If my friend will introduce | 
a bill to enact that the Democrats shall have | 


SURVEY OF DELAWARE RIVER. 


Mr. WILLARD. I withdraw my objection 
to the joint resolution of the gentleman from 
Delaware [Mr. Biccs] relative to the survey 
of the Delaware river. 


| 
. . . . I Pp , . rr. y * + ° . 
4 credit for all they deserve we will vote for it. || The SPEAKER. The joint resolution will | 


om { Laughter. || be read and objections asked for. 
he r Mr. COX. Years ago I voted here in this || The Clerk read as follows: 
F House for wee trade, for free ships, and my | Joint resolution providing for a survey of the Del- 
friend from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] said aware river at New Castle, Delaware, for certain 
r that was secession doctrine. I told him that purposes. 

Be Eis I had learned it in New England from Dr. Be it resolved, &c., That the Secretary of War be, 


E __ the bureau of engineers a survey of the Delaware 
that two and two make four. the gentleman || river at or near the town of New Castle, in the State 


to say the same thing; he insisted that it made || #94 cost of improving the harbor at said town. 


five because the secessionists said otherwise. || The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the | 


Now, I want to call the attention of the House 
to the shrewd, cunning, nice, partisan man- || tion at the present time? 


a going on on this side of the House, Mr. HOLMAN. I ask that it be referred 
where I have the honor now to speak. They || to the Committee on Commerce. 
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appropriation of $200,000 for this purpose, | Christian converts from Republicanism within | 
which was made after a great deal of urging by || the pale of Christian civilization. [Laughter. ] | 
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|| The SPEAKER. Doesthe gentleman Tom 
a {[Mr. Bicces] accept that Sugges. 

Mr. BIGGS. [I have no objection to refer. 
ence of the joint resoJution. 

There being no objection, the joint resoly 
tion (H. R. No. 75) was introduced, read , 
first and second time, and referred to the Con, 

| mittee on Commerce. 


PENSIONS. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. Iask unani- 
mous consent to report from the Commi: 
on Invalid Pensions, for consideration at 
yresent time, the bill (H. R. No. 511) fixing 





tag 
the 


Pp ; : the 
time from which pensions heretofore granted 


| 
| 
| 
| or which may be hereafter granted, shall com. 
| mence, and extending the time for the §j 





of applications for the same. ne 

The bill, which was read for information. 
provides that all pensions which have been 
granted or may hereafter be granted for or jn 
consequence of death occurring or wounds 
received or disease contracted in the military 
or naval service of the United States in the 
late war for the suppression of the rebellion, 
shall commence and be payable from the date 
of the discharge or the death of the person on 
whose account the pension has been or shall 
hereafter be granted ; provided that the appli- 
cation for such pension has been or shall be 

filed with the Commissioner of Pensious before 
| the Ist day of July, 1874, excepting that appli- 
| cations in behalf of insane persons and chil- 
| dren under sixteen years of age may be filed 
after the expiration of that time, if previously 
thereto they were without guardians or other 
proper legal representatives. But this act is 
not to apply to pensions granted under special 
laws, nor to the increase of pensions author. 
ized by the first section of the act of June 6, 
1866, and by the second section of the act of 
July 25, 1866. 

‘The second section repeals all acés and parts 
of acts inconsistent with the provgsions of the 
bill. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I object. 


RELIEF OF CITICAGO SUFFERERS. 


Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, re 
ported back, with amendments, from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, a bill (H. R. 
No. 555) for the relief of sufferers by fire at 
Chicago. 

The bill, which was read, provides in the first 
section that on all goods, wares, and merchan- 

| dise which may be sent from places without 
‘the limits of the United Sates as gratuitous 
contributions for the relief of sufferers by the 
fire which occurred at Chicago, October 7, 8, 
and 9, 1871, shall, when imported at the port 
of Chicago, and conceal to the proper 
authority for distribution, be admitted free of 
duty. The second section provides that there 
shall be allowed and paid, under such reguls- 
tions as the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
rescribe, on all material actually used in 
buildings erected on the ground burned over 
| by said fires, or in the repair or construction 
| thereof, a drawback of the import duties paid 
on the same, provided the materials shall have 
been imported at the port of Chicago during 
The term of one year from and after the 10th 
day of October, 1871. 

The amendment reported by the committee 

was read as follows: 


| Jn section two, line three, before the word “ build- 
| ings” insert ‘the repair or construction of;” and ip 
| lines four and five strike out after the word “ fires’, 
the words ‘or inthe repair or construction thereof. 








'| The amendment was agreed to. 
Wayland. Now, although it is indisputable and he is hereby, instructed to cause to be made by | 


The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 


‘| engrossed for a third reading; and bane 
opposed it because Jefferson Davis happened || of Delaware, in order to ascertain the practicability i] 


engrossed, it was accordingly read the thir 
time, and passed. 
Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 


| 


| introduction and passage of this joint resolu- || by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
| that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
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rT 


MORNING HOUR, 


The SPEAKER announced that the morn- | 


ing hour commenced at four minutes before 
one o'clock, and that reports were in order from 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. BANKS. I yield to my colleague on 
the committee, from Indiana, [Mr. Packarp. } 


F. M. CORDEIRO. 


Mr. PACKARD, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, reported back House bill No. 
30}, to authorize the proper accounting officers 
of the l'reasury to settle with F, M. Cordeiro, 
with the recommendation that it do pass, with 
amendments. ; 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
proper accounting officers of the l'reasury are 
authorized and directed to settle with F. M. 
(Cordeiro for his services as acting consul of 
the United States at the port of Riode Janeiro, 
from the Ist of April to the Ist of October, 
1870, and to allow said IF’. M. Cordeiro com- 
pensation for said period of time at the rate 
now allowed by law to a United States consul 
at said port. 

The amendments of the committee were read 
and agreed to, as follows: 


In lines five and six strike out the words, “from 
the Ist of April to the Ist of October.” 

Insert these words: *‘from the time when Henry 
E. Milford ceased to be viceconsul to the time when 
Charles ‘I. Thweatt assumed the duties of consul 
during the year 1870.” 

Add to the bill, **and the sum so allowed shall be 
paid from the appropriation for salaries of consuls.”’ 

The SPEAKER. The question is on order- 
ing the bill as amended to be engrossed. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Is there no report 
from the committee ? 

Mr. PACKARD. I do not desire to occupy 
the attention of the House, and will yield the 
floor to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Mon- 


ROE. 

ai. MONROE. Mr. Speaker, as I intro- 
duced this bill to the House, and as I am well 
acquainted with the gentleman whose name 
appears in it, it may be proper for me to offer 
awordof explanation. Mr. Cordeiro, the gen- 
tleman whose name is in this bill, is a Portu 
guese subject, but has been the responsible 
clerk of the United States consulate in Rio 
Janeiro ever since 1854 or 1855. 
pied that place ever since a period some time 
before Mr. Buchanan’s administration com- 
menced, and it gives me pleasure to state from 
personal knowledge of this gentleman that 
during that whole period he has been a re- 
markuble example of faithfulness, of industry, 
and of ability. I will venture to say that the 
United States has very few as valuable servants 
in its service abroad as Mr. Cordeiro. He 
has been in office sixteen or seventeen years, 
aud I suppose, during that whole period, not 
ten secular days but have found him sitting at 
his desk in his office from nine o’clock in the 
morning to four o’clock in the afternoon, 
engaged in the faithful discharge of his duties. 
as responsible clerk in that consulate. He 
is almost never absent, and it is impossible to 
estimate in money the value of such services 
as that man has rendered to the United States 
abroad. 

It so happens, because the United States has 
not pursued the policy of raising up a regular 
service abroad, consular and diplomatic, there 
have sprang up in the consular offices and 
legations abroad a class of gentlemen of 
foreign birth, who have been long retained in 
those offices, and whose services are of great 
value. Mr. Cordeiro is one of the most re- 
markable instances of these men. I do not 
think we have a better or more faithful servant. 
He has never had anything but the pay of a 
common clerk, such pay as a clerk in the city 
of Rio Janeiro obtains in other positions, 
it so happens that, in 1870, in consequence of 
the sudden withdrawal of the American vice 
consul because of ill health, the whole work 
of the office devolved upon Mr. Cordeiro. 

Mr. Blow, who wasthe excellent minister of 
the United States at the court of Brazil at that 


He has occu- | 
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time, wishing to compliment Mr. Cordeiro for 
his long and faithful services, and wishing also 
to give him the benefit of increased pay, ap- 
pointed him vice consul of the United States, 
thinking, I have no doubt, that his being an 
alien would not invalidate his claim for com- 
pensation for such temporary services, until the 
new consul should arrive. But when Mr. Cor 
deiro’s drafts and accounts reached the First 
Comptroller of the Treasury, that faithful offi- | 
cer, acting, very properly I have no doubt, 
under the law, declined to pay them; but at 
the eame time expressed the satisfaction with | 
which he would pay them if Congress should || 
pass a bill which would remove the legal diffi- | 
culties in the case. It was for this reasonthat 
I introduced this bill. Under the ruling of 
the Comptroller, Mr. Cordeiro not only lost his | 
ay as consul for about six months, but heeven | 
ost his poor pay as clerk; foras he is entirely || 
dependent on the consul for pay, and as the || 
Government decided there was noconsul there, 
it was also decided that he should have no pay. 
The result was that he worked very hard for 
half a year for the United States Government | 
without receiving compensation. | 
Now, all who are acquainted with the facts | 
are in a position to testify that the only fault | 
Mr. Cordeiro has committed is that he is not | 
a citizen of the United States. And I can | 
state that that is a fault that he has always || 
been very anxious to repair. It appeared to 
be the greatest ambition of his life to become || 
an American citizen, and nothing prevented || 


| 
| 
| 
} 
] 
| 


him from becoming so but his faithful devotion } 


to the service of the country abroad, which 
prevented his coming here and residing long | 
enough to entitle him to be naturalized. It | 
was his faithfulness to us and our interests 
which prevented him from being a citizen. | 
used to be pained when I saw the cordial | 


| sympathy he felt for our Government and our | 


institutions to think that he had no oppor- 
tunity to become an American citizen, and | | 


| believe the very last time I saw him he was 


expressing the thought that, although he might | 
never be able to become an American citizen | 
while he lived, he hoped he would behave well | 
enough in this life to go to America when he | 
died, if he did not get there before. Such was | 


| this man’s feeling, and it is the feeling of many 
| others who are in the service of the Govern: | 


ment abroad. I hope there will not be a sin- | 
gle voice against paying this man for his ser- | 
vices. It is simply a question, not of a fair | 
day’s wages, but of avery poor day’s wages | 
for a very large and long day’s work; and my | 
only regret in regard to this bill is, that it will | 
not enable us to give him a compensation | 


more suitable to his long and faithful services | 
to the country. 


Mr. PACKARD. TI move the previous | 
question. 

The previous question was seconded and 
the main question ordered; and under the 
Operation thereof, the bill, as amended, was 
ordered to be engrossed and read athird time ; 


| and being engrossed, it was accordingly read | 
| the third time, and passed. 


Mr. PACKARD moved to reconsider the 


vote by which the bill was passed; and also || 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


SALARY OF CONSUL AT TIEN-TSIN. 


Mr. BANKS, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported a bill (H. K. No. 1055) 
to regulate the salary of the consul at Tien- 
Tsin, China; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time. 

The question was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

‘The bill was read. It provides that the 
salary of the United States consul at Tien- 
Tsin, China, shall, from and after the passage 
of this act, be $3,500, and the laws reewenes 
the duties of salaried consuls shall govern sai 
consul. 


‘| ton, Foo-Chow, Amoy, and Swatow. 
| largest importer of American cotton goods; it 


1| 
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Mr. BANKS. The bill which has been read 
is an amendment in the nature of a substitute 
for a bill which was referred to the committee. 

The SPEAKER. The substitute alone will 
be considered, unless there be objection. 

There was no objection 

Mr. BANKS. ‘This bill has been carefully 
considered by the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and, for the following reasons, this in- 
crease of salary is unanimously recommended: 
the nort of Tien Tsin, in North China, is the 
largest of the commercial ports in that part 
of the empire, and it is the port of entrance to 
the capital. Its commerce is as large as that 
of the other four ports of North China—Can- 
It is the 


ranks as the second of those ports in the value 
of its trade; it has a larger number of causes 
for judicial investigation, and of equal import 
ance in value, than all the other ports in China, 
except the single port of Shanakal: and, inas 
much as the consul isa judicial officer, it is not 


|| proper, since many cases are referred to him 


for investigation judicially, that he should 
be engaged in the trade. He is now paid by 
fees, and the committee report that heshall be 
paid a salary of $3,500, I believe it is, which 
will place him in schedule B in the list of 
consular offices. 

I yield now for a moment to the gentleman 


\| from New York, [Mr. Brooks. ] 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I concur 
with the remarks which the gentieman from 
Massachusetts has made from his general 
statement of facts, which I know to be correct. 
I may add to those facts which he has already 
| stated that Tien-T’sin is, in point of fact, the 
port of entry for Pekin, the capita! of China. 
I may also add as confirming his views, that it 
is a port to which an American lineof steamers 
is now running from Shanghai under the Uni 
ted States flag, and that that is the only line 
of steamers or the only line of ships which 
carry our flag from Shanghai to Tien-Tsin, or 
which is known as the waters of the Yellow 
sea. But let me add my regret here, incident 
ally, inconnection with this statement of facts, 
the statement—which will be interesting I know 
tothe gentleman from Massachusetts—thbat this 
line of steamers, which have hitherto been 
built largely in his own State and inthe neigh 
boring State of Connecticut, and which have 
done so much for American commerce to 
American credit throughout the whole of North 
China, can no longer be built in those States. 
or in any part of the United States, in conse- 
quence of the enormous tax upon iron, tim- 
ber, and cordage, and that the whole of that 
great manufacture of ship-building is lost to 
New Englandin consequence of high duties, so 
that now the building of these ships is trans 
ferred from Massachusetts, Connecticut, and 
Maine, to Glasgow, upon the Clyde, where these 
ships are now built. 

Let me add also, in connection with this, 
another interesting fact, that the Glasgow 
ship-builders, the carpenters there especially, 
are incompetent or unable to construct that 
light class of steamers for river navigation 
which does so much credit to the United 
States, and that those sbips which have hith- 
| erto been built for the great rivers of China, 
and which have contributed so much to the 
wealth of America. have now to be built 
either in Glasgow or in some other British 
ort. The carpenters of Glasgow and of Great 
Britain, being unwilling to adapt their con- 
struction to the light style of ship-building 
which exists in our country, have been unable 
to construct the class of ships which the Amer 
icans desire on the great rivers and waters 
of China, and in consequence of that, in order 
to obtain a proper class of carpenters, they 
have been imported into Great Britain from 
Maine, New York, and Connecticut. Those 
carpenters alone are able to construct a class 
of ships which are desirable for the great 
|| rivers of China. I mention this interesting 
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fact in connection with what the gentleman 
said 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I would ask the 


f that is what is meant by the state- 


tariff improves the condition 


gentieman 


ment that a hif 


of Amer ing men? 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. The ques 
tion 80 well answers itself, that it is not neces 
sary ior me to answer it. 

Mr. BANKS It is to be regretted that 
American commerce has suffered so much in 


the last ten or twelve years. There are many 
whi b have contri yuted to 


and general prostration, 


its decline 


other than those to 


causes 


which the gentleman from New York has 
alluded. No one regrets this more than I do, 
and no one will be more heartily in accord with 
any general movement that w ll lead to the res 
toration of American commerce as it existed 
nrevious to 1860, when it was in such rapid 


ratio of increase, hat had it 
1875 Lr Ameri 


continued until 
in flag would have covered 


consuls of the United States is simply and 
utterly disgraceful. 

Permit me to say right here, that the kind 
of intelligence and ability that is required for 
the discharge of consular duties abroad, at any 
port where there are duties to be performed at 
all, and that are not mere sinecures, are of the 
very highest grade, both as to the legal attain- 
ments required and the business qualifications 
necessary. They are brought in contact with 
duties of the most responsible, of the most deli- 
cate, and of the most perplexing character, 
often involving interests of enormous magni- 
tude, where, if the offices are not filled with 
competent skilled men, they had better not be 
filled at all. That is the kind of consular force 
that every other great nation has, and which 
we must have if our consular service is to aid 
the interests of commerce and the other great 
interests that it takes care of. That is the 
starting fact in the case. These offices are 


| made for the purpose of aiding and defending 


the majority of the commerce of the whole || in their vital relations the great commercial 

world. This, however, is not the time to con- || affairs of our country, as weil as those other 
ler that question, but I hope it will be con- |) affairs of our citizens abroad that they come in 

sidered by this House at this session. I do || contact with. 

believe that mea may be, and I hope will || Now, no gentleman will fail to perceive that 

be, adopted which will reéstablish it in all its || consuls at ports having duties to perform 

prosperity and pow | am very glad that || ought tobehigh-up men. I tell youthat I have | 


| 
j 
| 
| 


the gen man from New York has called the 
attention ol he House to the eff ct of the pres 
ent order of things \} yn American interests in | 


to unite wit ig in Support of such measures 


as may be necessary to reéstablish it. 
One of those meas 
creation of this consular 


lishment ot 


port and the estab- 
mpensation for the con 
duties at lien-T'sin, which is the prin 
cipal port « f North China. Asthe House may 
not have attended to the reasons which | gave 
some minutes since, | will briefly state what 


’ 
Suiar 


induced the Committee on Foreign Affairs to | 


report this bill in an amended form: 


first, 


Tien-T'sin is the most important port in North | 


China; if it is not the real capital of that em- 
pire, it is the 
commerce and 
other four cities of 
named. It is the largest importing port of 
American c ods in China. It 
Jarger number of cases for judicial investiga- 
tion and decision, both in number and in value, 
than all the other ports, except that of Shang- 
hai 


by fees alone, and 


entrance 


navigation are as great as the 


yiton g 


committee have deemed it 
interests of 
brought in 


those regu 


essential to the 

ment that he should be 
» that schedule of officers and under 

lations which will give him a suffi 
cient salary to pay for the discharge of his 
dutie 
commercial transactions 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. Will the gentle- 
man yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. BANKS. Certainly. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. I arose for the 
purpose of making an inquiry of the chairman 
ot the Committee on Poreien Affairs, [ Mr. 
Banks.) 1| desire to inquire of him whether 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs have under 
consideration the matter of revising the sched- 
ule of pay allowed under present laws to our 
consuls general Before the gentleman an- 
swers my question, I wish to make a statement 
in regard to my own convictions touching our 
own lorelgn polcy, as to the pay of our foreign 
officers. Now, | am convinced that the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, if they have not 
already done so, will come to the conclusion. 
upona thorough investigation of the matter, that 
there is no part otf the public service, so far as 
it relates to the matter of pay, that so demands 
our attention now as our consular service. This 
is not atime, | trust, when we shall embark in 
the increase of salaries. But it isa fact that 
no gentleman who has investigated the subject 
will fail to admit, that the pay that is allowed 

to at least a considerable proportion of the 


the Gover 


! 
‘ 


is engaged in business, the | 


, and to prohibit him trom entering into | 


| 
| 


ures certainly will be the | 


| 
| 


to that capital. Its | 


North China which I have | 


has a 


But inasmuch as the consul is now paid | 


seen, as has every other gentleman who has 
gone abroad, our consuls living in third and 
fourth rate garrets, almost literally starving 


and | hope that he will be ready || for want of pay, receiving the pitiful sum of 


$1,500, while wife and child and consul eke out 
a miserable and disgraced existence, the scoff 
of nations with not one tithe of the ability and 
dignity of yours, sir. It is time this thing was 
stopped; it is penny wise and pound foolish. 
[ hope the Committee on Foreign Affairs will 
revise this whole matter of the pay of our for- 
eign consuls, not, of course, to give them 
unreasonable compensation, but to give them 
such compensation as men are willing to take 
who have the capacity that we must have for 
our foreign consulates, or else we had better 
abolish them. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I rose to ask a question, 
and had alinost forgotten it. I wish to know 
whether the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
have considered this subject, and if so, why 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


they bring ina bill providing for a single officer ; | 


whether we are not to have a general revision 
of consular salaries. 
Mr. BANKS. I can answer the gentleman’s 


| 
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their families back again, the income of +, 
office having proved utterly inadequate to thei. 
maintenance. ae 
But it was not on this point I rose to speak 

: , - Speak 

The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Brooxs 
if I understood him rightly, seized thig pj) 22 
an occasion to speak upon the tariff and to c.. 
that by reason of its provisions American ehi,, 
builders were carried to the Clyde to buil Pend 

sels for the Chinese waters. 1 think, sir. he 
mistaken in that; for the building of wood., 
ships has sustained a greater decline in Eno 
land and the British provinces than jy the 
country. Five thousand skilled builders 
such ships were on the poor rates at one time 
three or four years ago in London; and thog 
of them who would not descend to go upon th 
‘*rates’’ and eat a pauper’s fare were employed 
in breaking stone upon Government works 
chiefly on the macadamized roads of the me. 
tropolis. One year thereafier the wooden ship. 
builders at Quebec indulged in bread riots by 
reason of their want of employment and the 
means of support. The change from woodey 


| vessels to iron, from sails to steam, has re 


duced to pauperism more Britons than any 
other recent change. Under these circum 
stances, it cannot be that the ship-builders of 
the Clyde are importing American carpenters 
to do their work. American workmen cou\d 
not live on the wages paid in the Clyde yards, 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 1 hope the 
gentleman will not misrepresent me. 

Mr. KELLEY. One word more. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, I must inter. 
fere with this debate 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
correct—— 

Mr. BANKS. I must interfere to arrest this 
debate unless the House will allow me at 
this moment to present a request for genera! 
consent to the reporting of a bill which I av 
instructed to report. 1 would with pleasure 
allow this debate to go on, but I fear it wil 
deprive me of the opportunity of making the 
request which I wish to make. ; 

‘the Committee on Foreign Affairs hav 
instructed me to ask consent of the House 
that the Committee on Foreign Affairs may 
have leave to report at any time within three 
weeks a bill to carry into effect the provisions 
of the treaty between the United States and 





I want to 


| Great Britain, signed in the city of Washing: 


question without difficulty. Doringthe last Con- | 
gress the Committee on Foreign Affairs consid- || want to be heard; and we are desirous to give 


ered a general bill with great care, contain- 


ton, on the 8th day of May, 1871, relating to 
the fisheries. There are some parties who 


them a hearing. Hence we ask consent to 


ing provisions with reference to all the consul- |} make this report, with a view of referring the 


ates of the Government of the United States; 


but it failed for want of time to be considered || shall be reported, or askin 


by the House of Representatives. 
that character was passed by the Senate, but 
we had no opportunity to report upon it, and 
the House had no opportunity to act upon it. 


Undoubtedly the same subject will be before || 


bill to the Committee of the Whole, when it 
the House to 


A bill of || assign a day for its consideration. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mas 
sachusetts asks unanimous consent that the 


| Committee on Foreign Affairs be permitted to 


the committee at this session, and we shall be |! 


enabled to present a bill embracing a general || bill to be reported either for the purpose of 


report at any time within three weeks a bill to 
carry into effect the treaty of Washington, the 


revision of consular salaries, which, { trust, will || referring it to the Committee of the Whole for 


be satisfactory to the House. 


But this case || consideration, or to be made by general con 
was regarded as of so much importance upon || sent a special order in the House. 


. | . ° 
the reasons which have been stated that it was || any objection? 


Is there 
The Chair hears none. he 


not deemed necessary to delay it two, three, || gentleman will observe when the billis reported 


four, or five months until a general report can 


would embrace precisely the same recom- 
mendation we now make. 
from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. ee 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, I most cor- 


| 
I yield for a few moments to the gentleman |) 
| . 
|| Opportunity to report. 


[Mr. SHELLABARGER] has just said. I think | 
the consular system of this country is a disgrace | 


j 
| 


|| it will require general consent to make it & 
be presented, which report, as to this case, || special order. 


it only requires a majority vote 
to refer it to the Committee of the Whole on 


| the state of the Union. 


Mr. BANKS. 


We do not wish to lose our 
I now yield for 4 


| moment to the gentleman from New York, 
dially indorse all that the gentleman from Ohio || [Mr. Brooks. } 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I wish to 
explain that when I made the remark that 


to it, and that it is so by reason largely of the || carpenters had gone from the United States 


unwise economy attempted in fixi z the rates | 
of compensation. 


to do carpenter work for the ship-builders of 


I have known consuls sent || the Clyde I did not mean ship carpenters OF 
abroad who, finding the position in which they || iron-workers. 


In order to understand what | 


had been placed, have been obliged to appeal || did mean, I will state briefly that the hulls of 
to their friends at home, as amatter of charity | vessels are constructed in Glasgow, and all 
or friendship, for the means to bring them and || the iron work is done there; but it is the habit 


Ohio, an 
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1} 
of Englishmen to build ships, both hulls and } 
+ works, with a vast deal more of strength 
we build them. The ship-carpenters and 
ders of England have no conception of that 
grial light ship-building and joiner-work, so 
well known upon our eastern rivers, upon our 
rivers, and throughout all the great 
siversof the West. The navigation of the rivers 
af China is like that of the Mississippi, the | 
Ohio, and the Missouri rivers. | 
The great river of ¢ hina, which perhaps 
rans thousands of miles into the interior, of 
which we know nothing, and which is navi- 
gable by our ships to Hankow, six or seven 
hundred miles, is navigated by American 
steamers, or rather steamers under the Amer- 
‘ean flag, one half built either in Connecticut 
or Massachusetts, and the other half more 
recently in Glasgow. lhe climate of China, 
the intense heats, require American ship- 
building and American joiner-work, and the 
only species of ship-building for that hot cli- | 
mate. where air 1s necessary, and where it is 
necessary to live above the hull of the ship, in | 
order to live atall, and which is best suited to 
the p irposes, is the American ship built upon 
the Mystie river, in Connecticut, or in Maine, 
and which ships have gone out to China under 
Maine ship-masters. | might say I have seen 
those ship-masters out there in China from 
Maine navigating American steamers. Those 
ships are built now aa they are built to ran on 
the North river, and upon the Ohio, and the 
Mississippi, and the Missouri, and the other 
great rivers of the West. W hen ship-building | 
became too expensive in the United States to | 
build ships here for great rivers, Glasgow was 
resorted 10. 
Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman let me 
ask him a question? You say when it became 
too expensive in the United States to build 
ships here, Glasgow was resorted to. Did they 
ever build iron ships in this country for the 
China waters? 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. We build | 
them now: that is, for the coastwise trade. 
Mr. KELLEY. Did we ever build them 
for the China waters? You say ‘‘when,’’ &c., 
as though we had been compeiled to abandon 
an established industry. We have never been 
able to build iron steamers for export, and 
the implication is calculated to mislead the | 
public. | 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Our coast- 
wise iron ships are now buwt in the United | 
States because ihe monopoly of coastwise ship- 
building is exclusively in American hands. No 
British ship built in Glasgow can go from | 
Charleston to New York, or from New York to 
New Orleans, because the monopoly of that 
navigation is in American hands. 
Mr. KELLEY. Let me ask another ques- | 
tion, 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. The geutle 
| 
| 


uppe 
that 


| 
} 
DU 


nortnern 


man knows that iron ships are built in America 
for this coastwise trade because no one can 
interfere with it. Lron ships cannot be built 
in America for the China trade, because Glas- | 
gow and all the nations of Europe interfere 
with it; for there we have no monopoly of 
trade. 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman evades my 
question, and I now desire to ask whether it is 
possible to build iron ships or steamboats in 
this country avd depend upon transatlantic 
rolling-millis for the plates to build them with? 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Remove the | 
duties on iron, remove the duties on copper, 
remove the duties on cordage, remove the taxes 
Which are imposed on almost everything enter- 
ing into the construction of ships, and forth- 
With the American flag upon ships built in 
New England wiil again be floating all over 
the earth. But such is not the case now. 

Mr. KELLEY. | desire to say to the gen- 
tleman, in answer to his suggestions, that the 
letter of William Cramp & Sons will be an 
effective answer to what he has been saying. 
These experienced ship-builders say that roll- 
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ing-mills must be near to the ship-yards, inas- 
much as the plates are modified by each mod- 
ification of model of vessels, and that to admit 
foreign iron duty free would not benefit but 
would effectually extirpate iron ship-building 
from the coastwise trade. Their letter I ask 
to be printed as part of my remarks in the 
Globe. 

There was no objection. 
follows: 


The letter is as 


PHILADELPHIA, January 13, 1872. 


Dear Sir: Inasmuch as strenuous efforts are to 
be made during the present Congress to repeal the 
duties on ship-building materials, on the plea that 
it will aid American ship-builders and assist in 
building up our mercantile marine, and knowing 
that false impressions are prevalent in regard to 
this department of industry, we beg leave to call 
your attention to a few important facts, andto show 
that such action would not be beneficial, but detri- 
mental to our interests. 

If any benefits could be derived from the repeal 
of duties on material, it would be chiefly in the con- 
struction of wooden ships. Butsteamisrapidly and 
permanently supplanting sails, and this in turn ne- 


cessitates the change from wood to iron; for steam- | 


ships, to be profitable and safe, must be constructed 
of iron. 

Few persons are aware of the fact that it is absurd 
to talk of building iron ships in this country of im- 
ported iron, forthiseannot bedone. One reason is, 
that uearly every piece of iron entering into their 


| construction must be made to special order; and this 
| fact, together with the necessity of rapid delivery, 


demands that the iron-millsshould be near the ship- 
yards; and it is plain to every practical ship-builder 
thatif ships are to be constructed of foreign mate- 
rials, they will also be constructed in foreign lands. 
We now have in our own yards five first-class iron 
steam ships in process of construction, with an ag- 
gregate tonnage of thirteen thousand tons, which 
will require for their construction sixteen million 
pounds of jron, and the ships when completed will 
cost $2,500,000; and yet the repeal of all the duties 
would not benefit us to the amount of $10,000. 
While the repeal of duties would scarcely afford 
even a temporary gain, it would, on the contrary, 


inflict upon us a permanent loss, by probably closing | 


all the furnaces and milis to which we must look for 


| our supplies. 


The. efforts of free-traders to secure free materials 


| are evidently only preliminary to the more danger- 


ous purpose of securing free foreign ships, of which 
Enelani hasasurplusof hundreds, of both wood and 
iron, which she would gladly sell at any price to get 
possession of our country trade. 

The idle ship-yards in this country are those 
devoted to building wooden ships. There are six 
yards for building iron vessels in Philadelphia and 
vicinity, all of which arefullofwork. Ithinkthere 
is in process of construction sixteen iron steamers, 
seven of which range from twenty-five bundred to 
three thousand tons each, 


Having been engaged for thirty-five years in the | 


construction of ships of every class, we feel competent 
to speak as to our own needs; and we are sure that 
we speak the sentiments ofall engaged inship-build 
ing when we ask that Congress shall not disturb 
the moderate protection afforded our iron manufac- 


turers, but will rather let weil enough alone, and | 


| adhere to the policy which, by multiplying furnaces 


and rolling-mills, will furnish us a constant supply 
of materials cheap and abundant. 


Yours, Xe. 
W. CRAMP & SONS, 
lron and Wood Ship- Builders. 
Hon. W. D. Kevury. 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. How unjust 
is the gentleman from Pennsylvania {| Mr. 
KELLEY] to his own State. Iron is there in 
the greatest abundance, coal is there in the 
greatest abundance ; Chester and other places 
in Pennsylvania, and Wilmington, in Dela- 
ware, are in as close proximity to the iron and 
coal of the great central States as Glasgow to 
the coal and iron of Great Britain. Remove 
the tariff, and ships will be built in Pennsyl 


| vania and Delaware, and in many other places 


where iron and coal are in close contiguity. 
Mr. KELLEY. The ship-builders ot Chester 
and Wilmington, as well as the Cramps and 
others in Philadelphia, and the house of 
Woods, at Gloucester, New Jersey, with the 
exception of one partner in one of the firms, 
agree in saying that to remove the duty on 
iron would close American furnaces and rol! 
ing-mills and destroy the ship-yards of Del« 
ware, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey; and | 
think they ought to know their own business 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York. What an 
humble confession that is of the inferiority of 
American mechanism and of American genius. 
Mr. KELLEY. Not at all. But Ameri 


can rolling-mills are essential to American 
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live on the inadequate wages paid to British 
mechanics. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. What an 
acknowledgment! that the American lacks 
brain and skill to compete with the English- 
man. 

Mr. KELLEY. The American rolling- 
mill will make the plate and deliver it on the 
same day. If ship-builders have to depend on 
Seotch or English rolling-mills, the order and 
pattern must cross the Atlantic and the plates 
be brought therefrom. In the one case the 
work goes cn simultaneously; in the other, 
thirty days intervene between the origination 
of the job and the procuring of facilities for 
iis execution. This difficulty may be reme- 
died in but one way; that is, by your ship 
builders being endowed with such enormous 
capital thut they can keep piled up, as dead 
capital, plaies for ships of every model and 
size. But inasmuchas this is an industry just 
coming into existence in this country, none 
engaged in it bave sufficient capital tor this, 
‘Therefore, those engaged in it pray us to pro- 
tect roliing-mills, that they may be put into 
operation at Chester, at Wilmington, at Glou- 
cester, and at the upper and lower extremity 
of Philadelphia, so that iron ship-building 
may come to take rank among our permanent 
and profitable industries. 

Mr. L. MYERS. Let me ask the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Brooks] whether he 
would have American mechames and ship- 
builders paid no better than the rates upon 
the Clyde? 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. It is not 
necessary to the discussion of this subject to 
answer the gentleman's question. 

Mr. L. MYERS. The question is as ger 
mane to the remarks of the gentleman from 
New York as were his remarks to the subject 
betore the House. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Let me say 
that, prior to the high tariff of 1860, American 
ships were built in Maine, in Massachusetts, 

n Connecticut, and in New York, carrying the 
trade of our country ail over the earth. 

Mr. KELLOGG. ‘They were wooden ships. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Certainly ; 
and it is a fact that, in competition with Eng- 
lish labor and skill, the genius and industry 
of New England men were found to be far 
superior to those of any other people in the 
world in the building of wooden ships. There 
was really no competition with them the world 
over. And do not tell me that the skill of 
our countrymen has failed—of those who were 
among the first to introduce monitors and iron 
ships of war, and who as workers in iron 
have never been inferior to any people on the 
face of the earth. Do not tell me that with 
the raw material of iron, and copper, and cord- 
age,and everything connected with the con- 

ruction of ships at a cheap price, our own 


mechanics, Our Own countrymen, with an edu- . 


cation far superior to that of mechanics in all 
other parts of the world—who in two thirds of 
a day can do more work than even a Scotch- 
man can do ina whole day in the construc: 
tion of ships—do not tell me that though the 
material is changed from wood to iron our 
America mechanics are inferior to Europe- 
ans in the industry of ship building. All that 
is desired i 

Mr. BANKS. I| must really resume the floor, 
though I am very reluctant to do it and to in 
terrup! this very interesting discussion. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I want sim 
ply to goon with the explanation | was mak- 
ing for a few moments longer. I should have 
finished what I had tosay by this time if I had 
not been interrupted. 

Mr. BANKS. How much longer time does 
the gen' leman desire? , 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. About three 
minutes. | think I can conclude in that time. 

Mr. BANKS. There are but ten minutes 
remaining of the morning hour, and we shall 


ship-building, and American workmen cannot || loge the bill if 1 yield for further discussion. 
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There is another bill which we shall report to 
which the debate a been indulged in 
by the gentleman from New Yorkand the gen 
tlemen ti sylvania will be more appro- 
priate, an ithatisin reiation toa ship canal 


{ Liat ighter. 


which has 
m Pent 


across the Isthmus 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. Horace Porter, Private Secretary to 
the President, announced to the Houge that 
the President had approved and s gned a bill 
and joint resolution of the following titles: 

An act (H. It. No. 484) making an appro- 
priation to supply a deliciency in the appro- 
priation lor expenses ¢ f the J yint select Com 
mittee on Alleged Outrages in he Southern 
States; and 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 66) donating 
cortain condemned cannon forasoldiers’ monu- 
met. 

CONSUL AT 

Mr. DAWES. Will my colleague yield to 
me for a few moments? 

Mr. BANKS. I will yield to my colleague, 
who, desires to discuss the bill 
itself. 

Mr. DAWES. I! 
in reference t 


rIEN-TSIN 


| ul iderstand ; 


o the debate which has just sprung 


up between the gentleman from New York 
and the gentlen from Pennsylvania, but in 
regard to the bill which is before the House. 


I was a good deal impressed by the remarks ot 
the gentleman trom Oh 10, | Mr SHELLABARGER, ] 
who seemed to think that the great and crying 
evil of our civil service is a lack of adequate 
compensation. I agree with him that there 
are instances of consuls who are inadequately 
paid, and that there are lamentable instances 
of poor appointments and bad services in that 
class of othices. I agree to the bill that 
is reported, and that the bill might judiciously 
be extended so as to apply to other consuls, 
but I desire to enter my protest against the idea 
that the cure for all these evils is in an increase 
of compensation. 

Sir, there are instances 
and ample compensation that have not brought 
about this result. I have before me a state- 
ment that illustrates that fact; and if we had 
succeeded in the effort here made, some light 
upon the service, in connection with this very 
bill, would bave been here now for the in- 
formation of the House. In July, 1870, the 
Committee on Appropriations provided tor the 
appointment of agents to visit all these con- 
suls and report upon their actual condition 
aud compensation and services, and in order 
that we might secure for this purpose just that 
kind of services which the geutleman from 
Ohio has so eloguently pressed en the House 
as a necessity, we provided —_ the agents 
should have a compensation of $5,000 a year 
and necessary expenses, being at the l’reasury 
Department ten ceuts a mile for traveling. 
Now, see the result ofall this. An agent was 
sent out, commissioned to visit the consuls in 
Ciina and Japan and to proceed thence to 
South America, and what was the result? He 
spent thirteen months in that operation, and 
be bas brought back nothing that the Depart- 
ment has deemed worthy of being submitted 
to the public eye. 

But what has 


, also, 


he done? He went over to 


Jape an at ten cents a mi le, and a compensation 
of $5,000 a year. He then went down the 
coast of C lina, and I doubt not visited this 
very consulate, the most important in China. 
Then, instead of going thence to the coast 
of South Americ a, he came back to England, 
either around the world or across by San 
Francisco and New York. 
Kio Janeiro, and so on around Cape Horn, 


along the coast of South America, and back || 


to the United States, and in going to China 
he traveled, according to the rep rt of expenses 
from the ‘l’reasury Department, 54,441,% miles. 


He is now at home resting on his laurels and 


on his salary. 


Mr. BANKS. 


THE CON 


desire to say a word, not | 


of great and large | 


Then he went to | 


(Mr. Dawes] if he believes this man could 
have traveled any more, if he had done his 
best? [ Laughter. ] 


Mr. VAWES. No; I donot think he could. 
That is a specimen of the men who are amply 
paid. I submit that he should be entitled ** the 
great American traveler.’’ He is now unde: 
pay, and resting on his salary and his laurels. 
[ took up a paper the same day that [ got this 
return of the fruits of all this proceeding, and 
I saw that while this great traveler is resting 
here on this salary a uew and fresh agent is 
sent out toexamine into the accounts of Consul 
General Butler, at Alexandria; and the paper 
announced, with some satisfaction and some 
relief, that he had arrived there. (Laughter. ] 

Sir, something beyond ample compensa- 
tion is necessary to secure reform in the civil 
service, and efficiency in that service, as well 
abroad as at home. I only submit this to 
show that the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. SHEL- 
LABARGER, ] while he speaks welland forcibly, 
does not reach the evil. 
ter of the appointment and in the efficiency 
of the administration ; and, more than that, it 
ig not the allowance of compensation, which 
every man knows. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Does not 
my colleague [Mr. Dawes] think that gen- 
tleman could have passed an examination ? 

Mr. DAWES. I think he could. My col- 
league [Mr. Burtver] wil! not turn me from 
my argument with any idea that any rule pre- 
scribed and laid down by three men as to the 
mode of examination is going to effect a cure 
of this evil. It is in the efficiency of admin- 
istration, and there alone, that the evil is to be 
remedied. Until those who make appoint- 


ments and are responsible for the perform- | 
ance of the duties by those they put in place | 


have either the instinct or the desire to select 


the right men for the right place, and make | 


those men discharge their duty, and do so faith- 


fully—untilthen, and not until then, wiil there 


be a reform in the civil service. 

Mr. BANKS. I do not think I can yield 
further. 

Mr. HOAR. 
me? 

Mr. BANKS, 
with the subject under consideration, I suppose 
| must yield to be consistent. [Laughter. } 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask my colleague 


| [Mr. Dawes] if he thinks these improper ap- 


pointments have not been very largely due to 
the im portunities upon the appointing power 
of members of this House and of the other? 

Mr. DAWES. With the permission of my 
other colleague, [Mr. Bangs,] I will suggest 
to him, in order that he may be relieved, that 
the expiration of the hour does not necessarily 
cut him off. 

Mr. BANKS. Very good. 

Mr. DAWES. | believe, to answer my col 
league near me, [Mr Hoar, } that a single rule 
adopted by the Executive, that no man who 
brings a recommendation from a member of 
Congress unasked shall receive any appoint- 
ment whatever at the hands of the Executive, 
would do more to reform the civil service of 
this country than any elaborate system the 
result of any commission whatever. 

Mr. BANKS. The gentleman must remem- 
ber that the Committee on Foreign Affairs have 
something todo. We have witnessed this ex- 
hibition of rhetorical fire-works, and | think 
| must resume the floor. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman yield 


| to me? 


Mr. BANKS. Certainly. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I rise only for the pur- 
pose of answering the inquiry of my honorable 
colleague [Mr. SHELLABARGER] why this bill 
is reported i in this particular instance for the 
consul at Tien-T'sin. The House will notice 
that the State Department in its annual report 
notified the House that by reason of the judi- 
cial functions imposed upon the oriental con- 


Let me ask my colleague | \| suls of the United States it was deemed highly 
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| of vessels arriving at these other ports, 


It is in the charac- | 


| afford to impose 





Will the gentleman yield to || 


| main question ordered ; 


If it has nothing at all to do || 
B '| tion thereof tie bill was ordered to be engrossed 


— ——- — — ——> 


| & competent salary. 
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improper that any of them should depen, 


fees for their services; for it is cer Ba 
altogether unfit, and I may add altogether ;,” 
decent, that an official who is charged , 

judicial functions over the property and \}, 
liberty of citizens of the U - ed States ch 


in any manner whatever be depen lent 
his fees for the judgments he gives, 
Tien-Tsin, by reason of some inadverten, 
is an exception to the general rule of cop. 
ates in the empire of China. Your consy), 
general at Shanghai receives a salary, Vos 


consul at Canton receives a salary of $4.99 
your consul at Fow-Chow a salary of >3.500 
| your consul at Amoy, $3,500. Yet at {ie 


Tsin, where the vessels arriving during giz 
months exceeded by nine the entire nunbe- 
which 


indicates, of course, the extent of the bus Nogs, 
the consul is dependent upon fees. ‘lien-]'s 
is, us has been said by the chairman of the 
committee, (Mr. Banks, } the largest 1m porter 
in China of cotton fabrics from America 
is the port of entry to the capital ot 
pire. 


It 
P ; ; the em 
Yet, by mere inadvertence, the consulate 


| at this port remains a feed officer. 


In prosperous times, when there is nothing 
to interrupt the transaction of affairs, | hans 
no doubt the fees would ve twofold the amouy: 
of the sal: iry. But that is not the question, 
The Government of the United States Cannot 
judicial functions upon its 
otlicials in important ports abroad, and allow 


| them to depend for their support upon fees, 


As justifying the report of the committee | 
read from ty report made by the Secretary 
of State to the last Congress: 


“The oriental consulates have all been placed 
upon the footing of schedule B, and it is proposed 
not to permit these consuls to engage in business 
The Department thinks there is manifest propriety y 
in this, since those consuls possess judicial tung 
tions, and are often called upon to decide questions 
between citizens of the United States engaged in 
trade.” 


Tien-Tsin is the only considerable port in 
the Chinese empire that has not a salaried 


official as consul. 


Mr. BANKS. TIcall the previous question 
The previous question was seconded and the 
and under the opera: 


for a third reading; and being engrossed, it 


| was accordingly re ad the third time. 


Mr. BANKS. I desire to read, in reply to 
my colleague, the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Me: ans, [Mr. Dawes, ] an extract 


| from the report of the commissioner who was 


sent out to examine the consulates at China, 
and who stopped just long enough at Tien 
Tsin to recommend the passage of this bill. 
{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. DAWES. What is his name? 

Mr. BANKS. Hisname is De B. Randolph 
Keim. He says: 

“The existence of a powerful element, stil! un- 
weaned from the prejudices of exclusion and super- 
stition, and the growing interests covered by the 
flag of the United States, demand,in my opinion, a 
speedy establishment here of a full consulate, the 
official head to beacitizen of the United States, with 
This officer should be one of 
experience in consular affairs as well as of familiar- 


ity with Chinese character, customs, and govern- 
mental concerns.”’ 


And the Secretary of State, in a letter on 
§ 


| this subject to the committee, last year, says 


“The oriental consulates have all been p! aced 
upon the footing of schedule B, and it is proposed 


| not to permit these consuls to engage in bus iness 


The Department thinks there is manifest propri¢ 
in this, since those consuls possess judicial fun 
tions, and are often called upon to decide questions 
between citizens of the United States engaged 
trade.” 

I have nothing further to say en the bill. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I ask my 
colleague to yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. BANKS. I yield to the gentleman 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 1 do not 


know, Mr. Speaker, whether or not Mr. Keim, 
the consular agent of whom my colleague [ Mr. 
Dawes] has spoken, has done his duty ; but I 
think it is a little harsh upon him to arraigo 
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im before the country where he has no oppor- 
‘ynity to be heard. I do not know whether 
traveled too many or too few miles. I 
assume that all officers do their duty until the 
¢ trary is proven. But here is a printed | 
jneyment containing some one hundred and 
eiht¥ three pages of reports upon what he 
found yut about our consulates, — I Gnd in the 
Aocument quite a large quantity of matter 
y90n quite a number of consulates. This much 
‘dye to a gentleman whom I never saw, to 
my remembrance, and whom I do not know 
that 1 shall ever see. 


Mr. L. MYERS. 


siaman 


A very estimable gen- 
“Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I speak || 
on this question without prejudice. | 

Mr. L. MYERS. I suppose the chairman || 
of ihe Committee of Ways and Means would 
travel nearly as many miles to reach the same 


oints 

Mr. COX. I wish to inquire whether this 
man Keim is not the man who went to San 
Domingo, and after coming back wrote a 
ashy book on it, and was then sent around 
the world on pay from the Government? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I do not | 
know. He certainly could not have accom- 
plished all this tour of duty since the time the 
San Domingo report was written. I do not 
know this gentleman at all. TI only say that he 
stopped at Alexandria, in Egypt, on his way, 
and reported the consulate there in good con- 
dition, afact the publicity of which is due to the 
entleman serving there, whosename, forsome 
od reason, | doubt not, lias been singled out 
be drawn into this debate before the House. 

] want now to say further, that gentleman be- 
ing altacked in public newspapers while abroad 
in a foreign country, not being able to defend 
himsel', with very gross charges, has asked of 
the Secretary of State the right and the privilege 
of having a gentleman, a consular agent, not 
Mr. Keim, sent out to report on those charges, 
and General Starring, a gallant officer of the 
war, has gone out to investigate those charges 
at the request of Consul General Butler, of 
Alexandria, Mgypt, whose record I will ven 
ture to predict will be found without stain. 
Now, [ have a word further to say, with the 
leave of my colleague, on another topic that | 
has been peskeete in this debate, and thai is 
this: that [ am entirely opposed to this self- 
abnegation of Representatives in Congress. | 
do not understand why, whena man is elected 
to Congress, he is so far thereby incapacitated 
that he cannot tell which of his constituents 
will make a good officer of the Goverment. | 
propose for myself to insist that I believe I 
know among my constituents good men, true 
men, honest men, men who would make good, 
honest, and faithful servants of the Govern- 
ment, and | believe it is a part of my privilege 
and my duty to make a recommendation of 
those men to the Government whenever the 
Government, needs public servants—not only 
my privilege as a citizen, but my duty as a 
tepresentative of the constituency who sent 
me here; and I do not believe but that [ know | 
as much about their fitness for office as any 
broken-down schoolmaster in the land. [ Laugh- 
ter.] I believe 1 am as capable of telling 
whether a man is fit for public service who has 
been known as man and boy to me from youth | 
up a8 any man who may ask him how near 
the sun is to the earth, which is of no conse- 
quence whether the officer knows or not, unless 
it gets so near as to scorch him while he is 
doing duty. { Laugiiter. ] I believe all that, 
sir; aud | am entirely opposed to the idea that 
men who have the good fortune, or it would 
seem now theill fortune to be selected by their 
lellow-citizens to represent them in making the 
laws under which they live, are incompetent | 
ww say who is a fit man to be a twelve-hundred 
dollar cierk to copy the laws we pass on a 
sheet of paper. I only wish to say that much, | 
and if any man does not think he is competent || 
to make recommendations to office, I can give || 


"OQ To 


him a sure remedy, and that is, quit recom: 
mending. [Laughter. } 
Mr. BANKS. 
passage of the bill 
The House divided; and there were—aves 
130, noes 35 f 
So the bill was passed. 


I now ask the question on the 


Mr. BANKS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the biil was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LYNCH. 
pired ? 

The SPEAKER. 

NORTHWESTERN BOUNDARY 

Mr. MORGAN. 


Has the morning hour ex- 


It has not. 


1 move that the rules be 


| suspended and the House resolve itself into 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to take up and consider joint resolution 
No. 57, authorizing the survey and marking of 
the boundary between the territory of the Uni 
ted States and the possessions of Great Britain 
from the Lake of the Woods tothe summit of 
the Rocky mountains. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the stute of the Union, (Mr. 
MERcorR in the chair. ) 

The joint resolution wasread. The first sec- 
tion provides that the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, be authorized to codperate withthe 
Government of Great Britain in the anpoint- 
ment of a joint commission, in accordance 
with the plan and estimates of Brigadier Gen- 
eral A. A. Humphreys, chief of engineers, 
submitted November 23, 1870, for determining 
the boundary line between the United State. 
and the British possessions between the Lake 
of the Woods and the Rocky mountains. The 
second section provides that $100,000, or so 
much thereof as may be required, be uppro- 
priated out of any money in the Treasury not 
o:herwise appropriated, to carry into effect the 
obiect of the joint commission. 

Mr. DAWES. I wish to eall the attention 
of the gentleman from Ohio to the fact that 
this is a joint resolution, when it should bea 
bill. If it be not amended and made a bill 
here, it will be amended Ln the Senate. 

Mr. MORGAN. I do not object to the 
Clerk changing the title of the bill in that way. 

The CHAIRMAN. It cannot be changed 
in the committee, but the amendment can be 
made in the House. 

Mr. MORGAN. I send tothe Clerk’s desk, 
and desireto have read, the report of the Com 
mittee on Foreign Affairs relative to the sub 
ject spoken of in the resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to whom was 
referred that portion of the President’s message 
relating to the northwestern boundary between the 
territory of the United States and the poasessions of 
Great Britain, report as follows: ; ae 

The boundary between the territory of the United 
States and the possessions of Great Lritain was sur- 
veyed and murked on the ground, from the Gulf of 
Georgia to the summit of the Rocky mountains, but 
has never been so surveyed and marked from that 
point to the Lake of the Woods, adistance of about 
eight hundred and seventy miles. In 1823 Major 
Long planted a post at Pembina, intended to mark 
the lineofthe forty-ninth parallel, and it was regard- 
ed as indicating the boundary between the terri- 
tories belonging to the two Governments, until the 
spring of 1870, when Captain D. P. Healy, of the 
corps of engineers, acting under the instructions 
of Major General Hancock, took observations to 
determine the true position of the forty-ninth 

parallel, The result shows that the post planted by 
Major Long is about one mile too far south, and 
establishes the fact that.a British fort is within the 
territory of the United States. ie 

In referring to that region, in hisreportof Novem- 
ber, 1870, General Hancock says, (Messageand accom- 
panying Documents, 1870-71 :) ‘ 

* The valley of the Red river, in our territory, Is 


| one of the richest in the country, and will support a 


large population, which, without doubt, will occupy 
it at no distant day. During next summer two 
great railroads, the Northern Pacific and Saint Paul 
and Pacific, having railroad connections with the 
Atlantic sea-board, will strike Red river at points 
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a few years longer when a railroad will run the en- 
tire length of the river, from its source to Lake Win- 
nhipeg, Which will give such facilities for the truns- 
portation of the crops hereafter to be raised in this 
great valicy that it may safely be predicted that it 
will not be long betore the population of that part 
of it within our territory will be sufficient to form a 
powertul Sts know otf no great body of landin 
a northern climate which is so likely to prove so 
valuable tor the raising of 








\ wheat, or where the prices 
of land will riseso rapidly.’ ‘ * * en 
view of the growing importance of the country in 


question, L would recommend that early meusures 
be inaugurated whereby our boundary may be 
authoritatively determined, ’ 

When the fact established by these observations 
became known, the United States collector of cus- 
tomsat Pembinaasked instructions of the Secret wy 
of the Teasury as to which post he should regard as 
the true point of boundary, the one planted by 
Major Long, or that planted by Captain lleap. 

On the 13th day of August, 1870, the acting Seere- 
tary of State addressed a communication to tho 
Treasury Department, informing that Department 
that no joint action had been taken by tho United 
Siates and Great Britain for marking upon the sur- 
face of the ground that portion of the boundary 
along the forty-ninth parallel which extends from 
the Lake of the Woods (o the Rocky mountains, and 
suggesiing that no proceedings be adopted by the 
custom-bhouse authorities which would disturb the 
existing condition of things on the border until the 
sritish Government could be informed of the dia- 
covery which bad been made by the officers of the 
engineer corps. 

On tho 15th of August, 1870, the acting Secretary 
of State transmitted acony of his letter to the lreas- 
ury Departwent to Mr. Motley, and requested him 
to inform the British Government of the discovery 
which had been made by the engineer officers of the 

united States in regard to the true location of the 
boundary, as ascertained by the usual scientific 
method of determining such mattera, which was ac 
cordingly done in a letter to Earl Granville, dated 
October 17, 1870. 

On the 4th of November, 1870, Sir Edward Thorn- 
ton, in a letter to the acting Secretary of Stato, 
Savs: 

**Whether the post which was erected last spring 
ison the forty-ninth parallel or not can ecasily be 
verified; but in the meantime it would be very de- 
sirable that the email force now in that neighbor- 
hood should remain there for the protection of per- 
sons and the security ofthe mails. The only shelter, 
however, which they cnn find is in the Hudson Bay 
Company’s fort, ‘Lhe Governor Generali has there- 
fore forwarded a request to the Canadian Govern- 
ment that I would confer with the Secretary of State 
ns to the expediency of allowing the boundary line 
which was run by Captain Pope to be considered ns 
the boundary for the present, until the real bound- 
ary is ascertained and finally settled, so that the 
Iludson Bay post may be used as a shelter during 
the winter; for they cousider that it is in the in 
terest of the inhabitants on both sides of the live 
that ordershould be preserved on the frontier,which 
result can best be attained by a body of troops of 
both nations being statioued in its vicinity.” 

The President of the United States, in his message 
to the Forty-First Congress. at the vpening of its 
third session, recommended the authorization of the 
appointment of a comiunission to act in concert with 
a commission to be appointed by the Government 
of Great Britain, to survey and mark on the ground 
the boundary line between the British possessions 
and the territory of the United States, from the 
summit of the Rocky mountings to the Lake of the 
W oods, and that an appropriation be made for that 
purpose according to the estimates made by the 
chief of the corps of engineers. In pursuance of 
that recommendation, a joint resolution passed the 
lLouse of Representatives on the 20th of February, 
1871, by a majority of forty-seven votes, grant- 
ing the authority asked for by the President, and 
making the necessary appropriation. From want of 
time the resolution was not acted upon by the Sen- 
ate. In his Jate message, addressed to the Forty- 
Second Congress, at its second session, the President 
ofthe United States renewed his recommendation 
in the fullowing terms: 

“*T renew the recommendation for an appropria- 
tion for de'ermining the true position of the forty- 
ninth parallel of latitude, where it forms the bound- 
ary between the United States and the British North 
American possessions, between the Lake of tho 
Woods and the summit of the Rocky mountains. 
The early action of Congress on this recommenda- 
tion would put itin the power of the War Depart- 
ment to place a force inthe field during the next 
summer.’’ 

The committee recommend the adoption of the 
accompanying joint resolution. 


Mr. MORGAN. Asis stated in the report, 
a joint resolution authorizing the survey to be 
made, and making an appropriation for the 
purpose, passed the House during the last 
session of the Forty-First Congress by a large 
majority, after full discussion. It is not my 
purpose to occupy the time of the House at 
any length upon this question unnecessarily ; 
and I[ shall in a few minutes, unless it be the 
wish of the committee that there shall be de- 
bate, ask that the committee rise and report 


about sixty miles apart; and it will probably be but || the joint resolution. The joint resolution whose 
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passage is rec ommended by the committee is 
that which has already passed the House. 

The ne proj sed to be surveyed and de- 
termined under existing treaties by a general 
to be appointed by the two Govern- 
ments, embraces the space extending west- 
ward from the Lake of the Woods to the crest 
of the Rocky mountains. The entire boundary 
between the ter? of Great Britain and 
the United States, except that one link, has 
been determined by previou 

Phe title to the 
bay wis de 
of 15814. 
boundary, extend 
Maine, Vermont, and a por 
to St. 
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treaties. 

ands in Passamaquoddy 
termined in the treaty of Ghent, 
W hat the northeastern 
ilong the frontiers of 
tion of New York, 


Lawrence, 


KnOWn as 


Regis, on the St Was 
established under the treaty of 1842, while 
from St Regi t Lhe loot of the Neebish 
rapids, near St. Jose ph’s Island and Muddy 
lake, the boundary line was marked on the 
map prepared ior that purpose under the treaty 
of Ghent, sixth arti lhe line extending 
from the foot of Neebish rapids to the north 
west corner of the Lake of the Woods was 
established under the second article of the 


extending from the 
to the 
was defined and 
; established under 
leaving the water bound 
and Vancouver's 
Island undetermined, which is now a question 
of arbitration before the emperor of 
many. From the Lake of the Woods west 
ward to the crest of the Rocky 
the boundary line has never been surveyed 
and marked by monuments. The appropria- 
tion asked for this purpose is $100,000, which 
is based upon an elaborate estimate, made in 
detail by the ‘ engineer. The amount 
asked for is very small. The length of time 
to be occupied in marking the boundary and 
placing the monuments, may be three years. 
Phe engineers state that it will be from two 
to three 


treaty of 1542 The lin 
crest of the Re ( ky 
coast of the Pacific ocean 
marked, and the boundari 
the treaty of 1846; 
ary between the cc 


mountains west 


mnitinent 
Ger- 


mountains 


chief 


years, depending upon the character 
of the if the 
the weather inclement a greater length of 
time will be required than if the weather be 
otherwise 


seasons be severe and 


seasons, 


the committee that the 
small amount of $100,000 would not be suffi 
cient to furnish a good-sized army with a single 
breakfast. And | would call the 
the committee to the fact that almost all wars 
between nations arise upon questions of bound- 
ary. This has not only been the case in Eu- 
rope, but it has been our own history. Our 
war with Mexico arose on a question of bound- 
ary. And we were on the verge of war with 
Great Britain, not only with regard to the 
northeastern boundary, but as to the country 
west of the Rocky mountains. Wisdom and 
patriotism then alike dictate that means be 


I need not say to 


‘ 


attention of 


taken so as to establish this boundary, in order | 


that all questions of dispute between the two 
Powers may be avoided ; that the people in the 
large settlements which have grown up along 
the line of the forty-ninth parallel north may 
know on which side of the line they live. 

lhe President of the United States, in his 
message sent down during the third session of 
the Forty-First Congress, called the attention 
of Congress to the fact that a point upon the 
Red iver of the North, where a post had been 
placed to mark the intersection of that line of 
parallel with the Red river, was too far south. 
The claim now is that the post is one mile too 
far south, and that the British fort is that far 
within the limits of the territory of the United 
States. : 

I shall no longer occuppy the attention of 
the committee, and unless some gentlemen 
desire to be heard on the subject, I shall move 
that the committee rise and report the reso- 
lution, and recommend that it do pass. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to me that this 
appropriation instead of being small, as has 
been stated, is very large. 


| own limits, 


country to be surveyed is inconsiderable, and 
theamountasked is $100,000. I am sorry that 
the committee is not in possession of the esti- 
mates. 

Mr. MORGAN. 
here. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I was not aware of it. I 
am glad that they are here, and I hope that 
before the committee votes on this subject the 
Clerk will read the estimates. The truth is, 
Mr. Chairman, that whatever concerns 
operations of this Government outside of its 
and in connection with other Gov- 
ernments, is uniformly made the pretense for 
extravagance in expenditures. 

Mr. MORGAN. I will ask my friend now, 
in all candor, to specify the items which are 
extravagant in this case. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
are to have our commission, and the British 
Governmentitscommission. I wish my friend 
from Ohio had the estimates made by the Brit- 
ish Government for thisservice here. I think 
it will be found in this case just like the ex 
traordinary spectacle exhibited in reference to 
the management of the suit at Geneva, where 
we send three attorneys like Caleb Cushing to 


Yes, my friend, they are 


| attend to our case, while the British Govern- 
ment sends a single lawyer there to attend to | 


her interest. We can afford to pay attorneys’ 
fees to three of the first lawyers of the nation, 
while Great Britain, with commendable econ- 
omy, employs « single attorney and pays him 
an ordinary fee. I should like to see the esti 
mate the British Government has made of the 
expenditure for this survey of eight hundred 
We propose to pay over a hundred 
dollars a mile for locating the line on our side. 
Sir, the Government is amply supplied with 


miles. 


| engineers competent to perform this duty ; but 
| we must employ persons who are not now in 


the Government employ. 

Mr. MORGAN. Do L understand my friend 
to say that we propose to pay over a hundred 
dollars a mile? 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


The present estimate is 


$100,000, and that is the estimate for a single | 
year, and the gentleman himself admits that | 


the survey will probably occupy two or three 
years. 1 believe that this is only an estimate 
for a single year. 

Mr. SWANN. That is so. 

Mr. HOLMAN. My friend from Maryland 
says it is an estimate for a single year, and the 
presumption of the gentleman from Ohio is, 
that, instead of $100,000, this survey will cost 


| the Government at least $250,000. I say again 
that whenever a duty is to be performed out 


| consulate just now. 


side the limits of the country, or in connection 
with any other nation, it is uniformly made 
the occasion for unnecessary and extravagant 
expenditure. I do not see that any $100,000 
is necessary forthis purpose. Iam not willing 
to make this appropriation of $100,000 for the 
purpose of making the Government of the 
United States appear respectable among the 
nations, as was suggested in regard to the 
It was said then that we 


[ specify all of them. We | 


the | 
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| should increase the salary of these consulates | 


in order that the people of the United States 
may appear respectable among the monarchies 
of Europe. 
uttered on the floor of the American Congress 
is monstrous. 
as this should be honored in the estimation of 
the whole world, as its Representatives desire 
to administer the Government for the people, 
and display their republicanism in economy 
and retrenchment and reform. 
believe that $100,000 is necessary for this 
purpose. I do not believe that $250,000 is 
necessary to be paid out of the Treasury and 
taken out of the pockets of the people to 
survey this line of eight hundred miles. 

Mr. MORGAN. _Will my friend allow me 
to ask him how many astronomers, engineers, 


| surveyors, and chain-bearers will be necessary? 


Mr. HOLMAN. I believe it is all stated in 


[hat such a sentiment should be | 


I say that sach a Government | 


I do not! 


| rectly estimated. 


| has referred to the expense of armies 
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just as many astronomers and engineers 
surveyors and other officers will be empl 
as can be employed. There is not a doyty 
about that. The only question is, what appro, 
priation can be gotthrough this House for th 
employment of these gentlemen of elegant a 
tainments, and probably of elegant leisyre9 
now ask that the estimate shall be read at sh. 
Clerk’s desk, so that we may see what ideas os 
economy the chief of engineers has, and hes 
proper expenditures should be made. . 
The Clerk read as follows: 


ang 
DVed 


Estimate of probable coat of a commission for surve 
ing and marking the boundaries between the I'y, sd 
States and the British possessions, ; 








Organization. Per yen» 
1 commission, $4,000.............00008 000. $4 04 
ih ROMEO ESE MENY 5s cs ooscaseavectareeneanenne, ni: “9 00) 
1 chief astronomer, $3,000......0........ccc000. 2 thy 
l surgeon, $2,000 = 9 
1 quartermaster and commissary, $2,000 2 ny 
Two astronomical parties: 
2 assistant astronomers, at $2,000.00... 4 
4 sub-assistants, at $1,500.......0.....0. cece. | BN 
12 men—2 at $75, 10 at $45—$600 per month 7,200 
2 cooks at $50—$100 per month.......... ode ape 
8 teamsters, at $45—$360 per month...... 4'299 
4 mess-men, at $45—$180 per month....., 2 16 
50 pack-mules, or 8 wagons and 36 mules. 
Two surveying parties: 
BET OV ORE, Be BL eines ness scacctenncresoseses 


2 assistant surveyors, at $1,200...... 0.0.00... a 
20 men—4 at $75, 16 at $45—$1.020 per month 

2 cooks at $50—$100 per month............... 

4 teamsters, at $45—$180 per month......... 

4 mess-men, at $45—3180 per month.. 
30 pack-mules, or 4 wagons and 20 mules. 


Seventy-one persons; four hundred and thirty 
rations per month, at fifty cents, $1,065 per month 
Fifty-six to eighty animals; forage cannot be cor 





Recapitulation for first year. 

Pay of officers and assistants,....................0. 
Be MI RIED sciiecc sndkc dda dohinsapecbncdareccdes .. 3264 
Subsistence for seventy-one persons, at fifty 

cents per day..... I eae ec 
Wagons, mules, and forage for transporta- 

tion of parties in the field................0..... 9 500 
Camp equipage, (twenty-five tents, cooking 

SRI, WER, MONEE aa sc acseendeadhecsceiar vases 3,000 
Instruments, (depends upon the number on 


ee YS eee eS Sastenbisstiius Se cabke oo $e 
Transportation of supplies from depots, (con- 

aa Sees Ses 9,00 
Traveling expenses of individuals, (conjec- 

ROI Ohad SC hoe ete eg Min 
PN danas cians Teale vasicchoil 2,000 





Mr. HOLMAN. 


acescen ee 


My friend [ Mr. Moreay] 
1 must 
say that this estimate of the expense for per 
forming duties for which ordinary citizens are 


| qualified seems to embrace, if not an army, 


at least the following of an army. The low: 


| est salary, I believe, even of the persons em 


ployed to provide the elegant and sumptuous 
feasts contemplated here, is fifty dollars a 
month. I do not object to that so much, but 
I do object to the general estimate of $100,000 
a year for two or three years. 

Now, I suggest to my friend from Ohio [Mr 
MorGan] that if the amount of this appropri 
ation was limited to $50,000, and the gentle 
man at the head of the engineer bureau of 
this Government understood that that was the 
limit of this appropriation, I have no doubt 
that he could tind the necessary competent 
agents by whom this work could be accom: 
plished. Ido not believe it is our privilege 


or our duty to appropriate money simply fo 


the purpose of employing quite a large body 
ot men to survey this short line, and therefore 
move to strike out ‘* $100,000’ and to inser! 
** $50,000.’" And I would be glad to see that 
sum limited as the only sum to be applied to 
this purpose, for I cannot believe that a larger 
sum is needed. 

Mr. SWANN. Mr. Chairman, at the last 
session of Congress I was requested to repor! 
a bill similar to the present for the considera 
tion of the House. It was carefully consid: 
ered by the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
The estimates of General Humphreys, the 
chief of engineers, were considered with ai! 
the regard to economy which I am sure that 
committee have been disposed to introduce 


The amount of || this estimate; butI give you my word for it that || into every bill that has been reported by thew. 
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The measure came up and was promptly passed 
py this House, owing to the urgency of the 
plication on the part of the Government, 
nat this northwestern boundary question might 
be settled pending the negotiations then going 
sn with Great Britain. — ; 
“There were complications growing up which 
might h 
Britain at any moment. 
Hudson Bay Company had a post located a 
mile within the territory of the United States. 
Our custom-house officers were at fault; they 
jid not know what territory belonged to the 
(Jnited States and what to Great Britain. 


They were therefore anxious and urgent, as 


| were all the officers of the Government, that 


we spould settle this question upon some fair 
and just basis, in erder that this cause of 
rritation might be removed. 


Now, sir, [examined very carefully at the 
time the estimates submitted by General Hum- | 
pbreys, chief engineer of the Army, who had 


had ive matter under consideration. He re- 
ported the estimates which have been read 
from the Clerk’s desk, and | will say, from my 
knowledge of such estimates, (I do not profess 
to bea professional engineer, but I have been 


connected with extensive operations where | 
engineers have been employed, and | know | 


the rate of compensation that has been allowed 
to such persons in somewhat similar cases, ) 


ave embroiled this country with Great | 
It was found that the | 
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to accomplish this object, in order to obtain 
the services of such men, it is necessary that 


ated accordingly. We therefore thought when 
| had charge of this bill in the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, that the estimate submitted 
by General Humphreys was not extravagant, 
in view of the importance of settling this line 
upon a basis that could not be objected to by 
Great Britain in case she should think proper 
to raise a question about the manner in which 
the survey had been made. 

As to the amount of the appropriation, it is, 
after all, but a mere bagatelle, considering the 
importance of the object to be accomplished. 
What is an expenditure of $300,000, scattered 
over three years, to settle a great quesuon of 
this sort—a question involving, it might be, 
the peace of two great nations; for, as my 
friend from Ohio | Mr. Morcan] very justly 
remarked, there is nothing calculated to pro- 
duce more irritation than questions of disputed 
boundary between two nations, where each 
believes itself right in maintaining the ground 
upon which it stands. I look upon this, there- 
fore, as a question of national importauce; 
and the House so considered it at the ume 
when the question was before acted on here, 
and but for an inadvertence in the Senate, but 
for the fact that the measure was accidentally 


overlooked in the committee to which it was | 
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purpose. I was informed that the engineers 
were all employed upon public duty all over the 


the expenses of this survey should be gradu- || country, and that none of them could be with- 


drawn without detriment to the public service. 
Mr. W. R. ROBERTS. [| desire to say 
few words on this bill. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Before the gentleman be- 
gins his remarks [ desire to ask this question, 
whether during the last two years, whenever a 


| proposition has been made to survey a river 


anywhere in the United States, the argument 
has not been made, it will cost nothing, as the 


| survey would be made by our own engineers, 


who were then unemployed? Were not all 
these surveys allowed to be made because there 
would be nothing lost, as they would be made 
by our own engineers already in the service of 
the Government? Has not that been the argu 
ment for over two years, and 
the close of the war? 

Mr. SWANN. 1] will in reply to the 
gentleman from Indiana, that he is to some 
extent correct. I have already stated that | 
called upen the proper oflicers of the Govern 
ment to know whether or not engineers could 
be detailed, and the reply was that they were 
fully emp.oyed on State and other duty in every 
part of the country—that they were all detailed 
for the purpose of making surveys necessary 


stinost ever since 


State, 


| to carry out the appropriations made, or ex 





pected to be, by Congress. 

Mr. W. R. ROBERT'S. Much as it pains 
me to differ with the gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. Morcan,] | am constrained on this occa 


that although the amount here called for may 
appear large, still, when you come to consider | 
the delicacy of this duty, requiring the nicest 


referred, the bill would be a law to-day. When 
the measure came back to this House it failed 
upon some ground that | was never able to 


id thirty 
r month 


be cor calculations and the greatest accuracy of de- || understand. sion. from a high sense of duty, to do so. I 

tail; when you come to consider the country Now, after we have concluded a treaty with || think, sir, we owe it to the people who sent us 
senee through which these engineers will have to || Great Britain, leaving this question I believe || here to exercise a wise and strict economy in 
"32.640 pass and the climate that they will have to || as the only outstanding difficulty that is likely || the expenditures of this Government. Weare 


y encounter; when you consider the estimate || to spring up under any circumstances here- || carrying to-day a load of taxation such as few 














12,00) that is placed upon skilled engineers, upon || after—when the settling of this question is all || people upon the face of the earth now suffer 
95 scientific men, who are required to be con- | that remains to be accomplished Mn order to || trom, and one ofthe grand problems that occupy 
ae nected with this commission, I think it will be ||} place our relations with Great Britain on a last- || the minds of all thinking men, and which 
+ 3,000 admitted that the aggregate of this estimate ing basis—I do not think that this House ought || should engage the time of our legislators to the 
met of General Humphreys is not extravagant for || to hesitate one moment in voting the appropri- | exclusion almost of every other, is how we can, 
er running this important line of nearly eight |} ation as reported from the Committee on For- || with a due regard to the interests of the coun 

900K hundred miles through a territory where, if || eign Affairs. It is right and it is just. - With || try, remove this load from the shoulders of 

2.000 we went into civil life to procure assistance, || due deference to my triend from Indiana [ Mr. || the people, and relieve our mercantile, mechan- 

2'000 it would be necessary to offer a premium to |} Hotman] I say that these estimates are not | ical, and manufacturing interests from the heavy 
sneer obtain proper men who would risk their lives || extravagant. From my experience with rail- || taxation which so injuriously affects all. We 
$102,140 upon such a survey. ; | road men and engineers—to say nothing about || are so accustomed to hear of expenditures and 
/RGAN] I therefore concur with the Committee on || skilled astronomers and men of science who || to vote money in this way, that an appropria- 
Tevet Foreign Affairs, who have examined this bill || are to be connected with this survey—I say, tion of $100,000, like that which is now asked 
per: very carefully, in the belief that General Hum- || sir, that the work could not be accomplished || for, is considered as a mere bagatelle. Hun- 
wn ase phreys has not made a mistake in the estimate |) at more reasonable rates or upon a better basis || dreds of thousands of dollars of the people’s 
army, which he has submitted to the committee and || than that which has been recommended by the || money are voted away under one pretext or 
alee: to this House. It was an estimate based upon | chief engineer of the | nited States. | another, and instead of this House, or the 
. om what was proper and practicable to be done, I hope, therefore, that this bill will be passed, | party who are responsible before the country, 
naan if we desire to run this line and put a stop to | and passed without.amendment, so that this || lightening our burdens, we are only adding to 
lame this cause of irritation between Great Britain | last cause of irritation between these two great || them day after day. 

h. bet and our own country. It is necessary to make || nations will be settled, and settled finally. | We are told, Mr. Chairman, that this appro- 
10.000 an appropriation sufficient to accomplish the || hope that now, when we are trying to adjust || priation of $100,000 is required. We are told 
ae object which we have in view. | all outstanding causes of difference, we shall || that it is a wise appropriation on several 
[Mr Now, sir, my friend, who has just taken his || not longer keep alive these causes of disagree- || grounds, and that it 1s necessary in order to 
ropr seat, [ Mr. Homan, | and who, I confess, is a |} ment which at any moment may produce a || maintain the friendship which is suppose d to 
aale. faithful guardian of the Treasury, does not || war between these nations, but that we shall || exist to-day between the people of the United 
nial appear to attach a proper estimate to the labor || go forth in unison, as two great Powers ought || States and the people of Great Britain. I 
a8 the and skill of the engineers whom it is proposed || to do, to advance the cause of civilization by | should willingly vote for an appropriation of 
doubt to employ upon this survey. You require || their influence and their power. I trust that || $100,000 to perpetuate friendship and good 
aheut astronomers; you require men who are ac- || this last stumbling-block may thus be removed |) feeling and a spirit of brotherbood among the 
com: quainted with that line of duty. And where || satisfactorily, not only tothis Government, but || people ofall nations. No man will go further 
rilege you employ men of that description, where || to the Government of Great Britain, and I || in that direction than myself. But it we vote 
ly for you employ men to undertake so difficult, so || may add, to all who may be interested in it, || for this money under the idea that we are pro- 
ads arduous, and so perilous a duty, you must pay || In view of a lasting peace between two such | moting feelings of friendship, or binding the 
of for their services. And I venture to say that || Powers, and the claims of a progressive civil- || people of America and the people of England 
ooaet if my friend from Indiana, [Mr. Homan, ] who }j ization. | in bonds of amity and brotherhood, we are 
that has spoken upon this subject, were to under- || Mr. HEREFORD. I would like to ask the || then voting for it under a gross delusion and 
d to take to go into the country to detail a body of || gentleman a question. Our Government is || misapprehension, because in that country lives 
irger skilled engineers who would be competent to | constantly at great expense educating engin- || a spirit of hate, of rancor, and of enmity to 
run this line, he would find that he would not || eers at West Point, who receive salaries trom || ward this Republic; and there never has been 

last be able to make a report more favorable than || the Government all the time; and why is it | an opportunity where they could evince it 
sport that upon the Clerk’s desk, prepared by Gen- || that when they are sent out upon any extra || that they have not done so. If we haveclaims 
lera- eral Humphreys. || service we must make additional appropria- || not recognized by Great Britain in relation to 
nsid- Take, for instance, the astronomer. You || tions for them? | this boundary, why do we not come forward, 
‘airs want one of the first class; a man who will Mr. SWANN. I will state to my friend from || as this great nation should, and say, ‘* Here 
the make no mistake in his calculations, his sur- ] West Virginia | Mr. Hererorp} that while this || we plant our flag upon the soi! that belongs to 
all veys, and his observations. You want engin- || bill was pending before the House, I made in- || us,and here we will remain.’’ No, sir; but 
that eers of the same high class—engineers who || quiry ai the War Department, and the other || we are yielding, and have been yielding, time 
luce would not be objected to by Great Britain in case || Departments, to ascertain whether there was || and again, soil and rights which belong to this 
en, a dispute should spring up hereafier. In order || any engineer force that could be detailed for this || country for the purpose of conciliating a nation 
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which never has been and never will be a 
friend to this Republic. 

Now, to take the other view of this question 
which has been presented, if this boundary 
line needs to be surveyed, why do we not em- 

loy the officers of the United States to do 
it? Here we hundred officials 
employed in the engineer department. They 
are paid high salaries. They are sustained by 
the pe ple of the country. Why do we not 
send them to do it? No, gir ; nothing of the 
kind is propess d; but we are asked to estab- 
lish an extra commission, and to send out sur 
veylng parties to do the work which ought to 
be done by the engineers whom we have eda- 
cated for that purpose. We are now asked to 
make an “ppropriation of $100,000, and next 
year we shal be asked for another $100,000, 
and the next year for another $100.000, and 
wedo not know where the expenditure is to 


nave one 


stop; and in all probability the land, if any, 
which wo juire by this survey will go 
to some one of our railroad monopolies, who 
have already absorbed such vast tracts of our 
public domain. 

Vie gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. Hotmay } 
has referred to the expenditure incurred by 
this Government in sending agents abroad to 
aarbitration. England 
sevds one lawyer to look after her interests, 
while we send Liree | iwvers to lo 
and action ot 
mentin sending three lawyers. 
only send o 


nay me 


take part in the Genev 
1k after ours; 
our Govern- 
England need 
ne, be ause in that commission she 
knows she has friends who will protect her 
interests, and indeed, in wy opinion, she does 
not require any counsel at all to represent her 
there We, on the ¢ mtrary, have no friends 
in that and it is, therefore, all 
the more necessary that we should send abroad 
counsel to protect our interests. 

1 am opposed to this bill. If this work be 
necessary, let us select from the officers of the 
A riny Competent engineers to do the work, and 
co not letus incur additional expense. Butif 
we must have additional expense, if we must 


| aourove of Lobe 


CUM MISSION ; 


Uppy luxurious appenda res to the commis- 
siovers we seud, let us at least make the 
appropriation as smail as possible. 1 shall 


therefore vote for the amendweut of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, {[ Mr. Houman,]} limit- 
lug the appropriation to $50,000; but, for 
myse f, | am willing to say we should stop 
right here and retuse to appropriate one dol 
lar more, either now or hereafter, for this or 
m1iy Sl I i “ar purpose 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Chairmen, I am sure 
gentiemen on the other side of the House will 
not cons der this an extravagant appropriation 
it ihey consider all the circumstances. We 
ran the line of the forty-uinth parallel with 
Great Britain some making a sur- 
reuder of territory, as Adams claimed, to the 
line of 64° 40%. It now appears that England 
is on the soil of the United States, and that 
the forty ninth perallel is not where the line 
was run, and this is anbappropriation to recover 
our teriltory, 


years ago, 


L do not suppose that England 
would have got upon our territory if she had 
known it, but it is certain that she is upon our 
territory, and we have a right, with the coip 
eration of England, to run a new line, which 
shail put the boundary upon the right parallel. 
This will sive us an important sirip ot country 
extending through the Ked river valley, one of 
the most fertile valleys of the continent. It 
will give us the important post of Pembina, 
which is now in Hudson bay territory. We 
must send competent men to run that line, if 
itis tobe properly ran. We have lost enough 
already by the disregard of our rights and by 
the employment of incompetent men. The 


from the jact that our commissioners did not 


examine the question arising between the two | 


Governments, as they ought tobave done. And 
the same thing might be suid with reference 
to the northeastern boundary, where an error 
has been ascertained as in this case. 


| have also one word to say. 


It is necessary to secure the territory which 
belongs tous in this most fertile valley, and 
which gives us the important trading post of 
Pembina, and I am sure that no member of 
this House can vote against appropriating the 
sum of money necessary to secure to us that 
object. The Secretary of War has decided it 
to be necessary that this sum of money should 
be appropriated for this purpose. He has ex- 
amined the subject carefully, and the Secre- 
tary of State has also examined it carefully. It 
is with their approval that this appropriation 
is recommended, and I am quite certain that no 
such extravagance will be committed as has 
been suggested. And I hope that this appro- 
priation having already passed the House in 
a former Congress, it will again be made 
unanimously by this House, 

Mr. MORGAN. [think if some misappre- 
hensions were cleared away there would be no 
opposition to the passing of this measure. A 
number of gentlemen have asked, and very 
properly bave asked, why is it that the engineer 
otticers of our own Army cannot be detailed 
for the discharge of this duty? That question, 
sir, suggested itself to my own mind. When 
this subject was assigned to me by the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs I went to the engineer 
office. I had made an estimate which I was 
in hopes might be sufficient to cover the entire 
expenditure, but was informed by the chief of 
engineers, a gentleman of eminent ability and 
high scientific attainments; a gentleman of 
honesty, and having a regard to economy; a 
gentleman whose patriotism is equal to that of 
any other in the land, either in the civil or 
military service; I was informed by him that 
in consequence of the smaliness of the corps 
of engineers a considerable number of civil 
engineers are at this very moment employed 
by the Government of the United States upon 
our public works. 

One of the honorable gentlemen who ad- 
dressed the Chair seemed to imagine that it 
was the object of this joint resolution to pro- 
tect the rights of England. Sir, the gentle- 
man is mistaken. We desire to protect our 
own rights, not those of England. And obser- 
vations have shown that about eight hundred 
and seveaty square miles of territory hereto- 
Sore supposed to belong to the Government of 
Great Britain actually belong to the Govern- 
ment of the United States. It is a fact, if the 
observations lately made be correct, that a 
British fort is now situated one mile south of 
the northern line of our territory. And we 
propose to do what, Mr. Chairman? To ben- 
efit Great Britain? How? By having a line 
run which will take from her eight hundred 
and seventy square miles of territory; by hav- 
ing a line defined whereby our northern bound- 
ary will be ascertained and determined. 

Now, in regard to these expenditures, I 
The monuments 
to mark this line are planted one in every mile. 
The line extends over a difficult country, over 
eight hundred miles in extent. I am well satis 
fied. afier a close consideration of the whole 
question, that the estimate made by the chief 
of engineers, taking it as a whole, is moderate, 
and not to be reduced. And I desire to saya 
single word to the gentlemen on this side of 
the House. ‘The onlyrule to which I will sub- 
scribe for my own action asa legislator is this: 
if the Administration introduces a measure 
that I believe to be wrong, | will assail, expose, 
and denounce it; but when a measure is right 


| on its face, and one that the interests of the 


country demand, then, sir, no partisan influ- 
ence, no desire of cheap popularity, can induce 
me to assail any measure on this floor or else- 


ple | where. 
whole difficulty with Great Britain has arisen || 


Mr. Chairman, while weall desire to protect 


| the rights of our own people individually and 


collectively, while we desire to maintain our 
national faith and our national honor, there is 
no man upon this floor or outside the walls of 
this House who desires war or difficulty with 


| aforeign Power, which by means of negotiation | 
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and civil action can be avoided. Gey — 
talk of the enormous expense Proposed +8 
$100,000. Why, sir, as I said in my © ie = 
remarks, $100,000 would not furnis)) wie 
fast fora large army. We want an amicahl, 
adjustment of this question under the er 
that already exists, and the ouly question 
the House to determine is, whether or not we 
shall define, mark, and establish by prope 
monuments the boundary line between a 
territory of the United States and the posse. 
sions of Great Britain on this continent. 

I now move that the committee rise . 
report the bill to the House, 
mendation tbat it do pass. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I suppose the vote mug, 
first be taken on the amendment which I haye 
offered, and then | wish to submit another 
amendment. 

The question was upon the amendment of 
Mr. Hotman, to strike out ‘* $100,000’ where 
it occurs in line one, section two, and to insert 
‘350,000’ in lieu thereof. 

The question was put; and there were—ayes 
47, noes 60; no quorum voting. ; 

The CHAIRMAN, Is a further count ig. 
sisted on? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I will not insist upon jr jf 
we can have a vote upon it in the House by 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. BANKS. We will give you a yea and 
nay vote in the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then I do not insist on g 
further count. I now move to add to section 
one the following: 


Provided, however, That engineers in tbe regular 
service of the United States shall be employed ex. 
clusively as engineers in the performance of the 
duties contemplated by this act without any ad. 
ditional salary, and the Secretary of War is hereby 


at 


nd 
With the recom 


| directed to make the necessary details of engineers 
for that purpose. 


Mr. RANDALL. 
tion to that. 

Mr. MORGAN. There are not engineer off- 
cers enough in the service to enable a sufi- 


There can be no objec- 


| cient number to be detailed for this duty. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. ‘There are plenty 
of them here in Washington. 

The question was put on the amendment; 
and there were—ayes 34, noes 68; no quorum 
voting. 


Mr. HOLMAN. If the gentleman from Mas- 


' sachusetts will allow us to have a vote in the 


House by yeas and nays, I will not insist on a 
further count. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
here, too. 

Mr. BANKS. I have no objection toa 


yea and nay vote being taken on the amend- 


Let us have a vote 


| ment. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


I do not see what 


| objection there can be to letting the engineers 


of the Army perform this service. 

Mr. BANKS. We have been cutting down 
the Army so that there are no engineer off- 
cers to do this service. We cannot defeat the 
bill by any such amendment as this. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Mor- 
GAN’S motion, that the committee rise aud 
report the bill, and it was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Men- 
CUR reported tbat the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had had under 
consideration the state of the Union gener: 
ally, and particularly, joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 57) authorizing the survey and marking of 
the boundary between the territory of the Unk 
ted States and the possessions of Great Britain 
from the Lake of the Woods to the summit 
of the Rocky mountains. and had directed him 
to report it back to the House, with the recom: 
mendation that it do pass. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I now move to amend the 
bill by striking out ‘* $100,000’? and insert- 
ing ** $50,000.’’ and by adding to tle first 
seciion the following proviso: 


Provided, however, That engineers in the regular 
service of the United States shall be emplo; ed ex- 
clusively as engineers in the performance of the 
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sti mplated by this act without any addi- 
duties a oe the Secretary of War is hereby 
cons ito make the necessary details of engineers 


ab 
for that purpose. 


[ offer these as distinct propositions, to be | 


‘ed on separately. 

Mr. BANKS. I have an amendment to 

offer which takes precedence of those. It is 
- eo amend the joint resolution as to make it 

‘» the form of a bill. ho 

“The SPEAKER. The Chair will direct that 

to be done; it will be engrossed as a bill. The 

question will first be taken on the proviso. 


v 


lhe question was put on the proviso; and | 


there were—ayes seventy-eight, noes not 
counted. 4 . 
Mr. BANKS. 
on that proviso. 
of the bill. sibilial 
Mr. MORGAN. 
nays. If gentlemen want a record let them 
muke it. aa 
Mr. BANKS. 
the yeas and nays. as 
No further count being insisted upon, the 


amendment was agreed to. 


I ask for the yeas and nays 
It would defeat the object 


I withdraw the demand for 


The question recurred upon the amend- | 


ment moved by Mr. Homan, to strike out 
$100,000,’’ and to insert in lieu thereof, 
$50,000."’ 


Mr. RANDALL. The adoption of the pro- 


viso renders the large amount originally asked | 


for unnecessary, and therefore there is great 
propriety in the amendment now pending, 
and which | think should be adopted. 

Mr. MORGAN. Thatisa mistake. 


from its own corps the officers necessary to 
perform this duty, it will reduce the estimate 
only about $25,000. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Isitin order to move | 


an amendment to the amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move to amend 
the amendment so as to make the sum to be 
inserted in lieu of that proposed to be stricken 
out, $75,000 instead of $50,000. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to make a parlia- 
mentary inquiry. If the question shall be 


taken upon my proposition to insert $50,000 | 


in lieu of $100,000, and the House should vote 
that down, would it then be in order to move 
to insert $75,000? 
lhe SPEAKER, 
be in order. The previous question is not 
pending, and the bill is open to amendment. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I wiliwithdraw my 
amendment to the amendment for the present. 
(he question again recurred upon the amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Houtman, to reduce the 
appropriation to $50,000, and being taken, on 
a division, there were—ayes 67, noes 68. 
Before the result of the vote was announced, 
Mr. HOLMAN called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then taken; and it was 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 97, nays 89, 
not voting 538; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Archer, Arthur, Barber, 
Barnum, Beatty, Bell, Biggs, Bird. James G. Blair, 
Braxton, Bright, Burdett, Caldwell, Comingo, Con- 
ner, Cox, Critgher, Crossland, Darrall, Davis, Don- 
nan, Du Bose, Duke, Eidridge, Ely, Finkelnburg, 
Forker, Wilder D. Foster, Garfield, Garrett, Getz, 
Golladay, Griffith, Haldeman, Hambleton, Han- 
cock, Handley, Hanks, Harper, George E. Harris, 
John T. Harris, Hay. Gerry W. Hazleton, Herndon, 
Hibbard, Holman, Killinger, King, Lewis, Lowe, 
Lynch, Manson. McClelland, McCormick, McIntyre, 
McJunkin, McNeely, Merriam, Benjamin F. Meyers, 
Morey, Niblack, Packer, Hosea W. Parker, Price, 
Randall, Read, John M. Rice, Ellis H. Roberts, 
William R. Roberts, Roosevelt, Scofield, Shanks, 
Sheldon, Shellabarger, Sherwood, Shober, Shoe- 
maker, Slater, Sloss, H. Boardman Smith, R. Milton 
apeet. homas J. Speer, Sprague. Storm, Terry, 

an Trump, Vaughan, Voorhees, Wakeman, Wal- 
den, Waldron, Wells, Williams of Indiana, Jere- 


miah M. Wilson, Winchester, and Young—97. 


NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Averill, Banks, | 


Barry, Beveridge, Bingham, George M. Brooks, 
Buffinton, Burebard, Carroll, William T. Clarke, 
Coburn, Conger, Cotton. Dawes, Dickey, Duell, Dun- 
nell, Eames, Edwards, Farnsworth. Farwell, Charles 
Foster, Frye, Goodrich, Hale, Harmer, Havens, 
Hawley, Hill, Hoar, Houghton, Kelley, Kerr, 





Let us have the yeas and | 


If even | 
the engineer department shall be able to detail | 


That motion would then | 
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Ketcham, Lamport, Lansing, Marshall, Maynard, | 


McGrew, Mercur, Mitchell, Monroe, Moore, Mor- 
an, Leonard Myers, Negley, Orr, Packard, Isaac 


e Parker, Peck, Pendleton, Aaron F. Perry, Eli 


erry. Poland, Porter, Prindle, Rainey, Edward Y. 
Rice, Rusk, Sawyer, Slocum John A. Smith, Worth- 
ington C. Smith, Snapp, Snyder, Stevenson, Stough- 
ton, Stowell, Strong, Swann, Sypher, Taffe. Dwight 
Townsend, Washington Townsend, Turner, Twichell, 
Tyner, Upson, Waddell, Wallace. Walls, Wheeler, 
Whiteley, Whitthorne, Willard, Williams of New 
York, and Wood—89. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Beck. Bigby, 
Austin Blair, James Brooks, Buckley, Benjamin 
F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Campbell, Freeman 
Clarke, Cobb, Coghlan, Crebs, Creely, De Large, 
Dox. Elliott, Henry D. Foster, Halsey, Hays, Jobn 
W. Hazleton, Hereford, Hooper, Kellogg, Kendall, 
Kinsella, Lamison, Leach, McCrary, McHenry, Mc- 
Kee, McKinney, Merri¢k, Morphis, Palmer. Perce, 
Peters, Platt, Potter, Ritchie, Robinson, Rogers, 
Sargent, Seeley, Sessions, Starkweather, Stevens, 
St. John, Sutherland, Thomas, Tuthill, Warren, 
and John T. Wilson—53. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


During the call of the roll, 
Mr. MORGAN said: I desire to state that 
Mr. McKinney, my colleague, is absent on 


‘account of indispoSition. 


The bill (H. R. No. 1056) as amended was 
then ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time ; and being engrossed, it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. MORGAN moved to reconsider the 


vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


IMPORTATIONS. 


Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which, under 


| the law, was referred to the Commjitee on 


Printing: 


Resolved, That one thousand extra copies of the | 


communication of the Secretary of the Treasury in 


reference to importations used in the artsand manu- | 
factures of the United States be printed for the use | 


of the House. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. HARMER was granted leave of absence 
for three days. 

Mr. PLATT was granted leave of absence 
for three days. 

Mr. TUTHILL was granted leave of ab- 
sence for four days. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
(at three o’clock and thirty minutes p. m.) the 
House adjourned. 


I move that the House 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 


| under the rule, and referred to the appropriate | 


committees : 

By Mr. CLARKE, of Texas: The petition 
of M. G. Anderson, of Bexar county, Texas, 
for the removal of his political disabilities. 


By Mr. DUNNELL: A petition asking for | 


a post route from Winona to Rushford, Min 
nesota; also, for post route from Winona to 
Lyria, Minnesota; also, from Okabena, Min- 


| nesota, to Spirit Lake, Iowa. 
By Mr. HOAR: The memorial of the New || 


York Keform League, for the establishment 
of a national system of public schools. 


By Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts: The | 
petition of John K. Parkman, late captain’s || 
clerk in the United States Navy, for his share | 


of prize captures made by the United States 


steamer Aries while he was a prisoner to the | 
rebels in 1864. 


By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of George 
F. Tracy, of Bridgeport, Connecticut, for re- 
lief in case of stolen stamps. 

By Mr. LOWE: The petition of G. W. 
Lanson and others, residents of Kansas, pen- 


sioners, praying for the passage of a bill pro- | 
viding for the payment of peusions by post- || 


masters, 

By Mr. MAYNARD: A resolution of the 
Chamber of Commerce, Memphis, Tennessee, 
to increase the pay of letter carriers. 

Also, the memorial of H. L. Bradley, citi- 
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zen, of Knoxville, Tennessee, for compensation 

for one dwelling-house torn down by order of 

Major General Burnside in the year 1863. 

Also, the memorial of Robert D. Joroutmon, 
citizen, of Knoxville, Tennessee, for compen- 
sation for destruction of dwelling house, &c., 
during the siege in 18638. 

By Mr. McJ UNKIN: The petition of Charles 
Benz, Frederick Rockendoerfer, and others, 
ciuzens of Alleghany City, Pennsylvania, deal- 
ers in and manulacturers of wines and liquors, 
praying for a change of the laws assessing and 
collecting taxes thereon, &c. ' 

Also, the petition of Henry T. Schutte, of 
Zelienople, Pennsylvania, praying that his name 
may be placed on the peusion-roll. 

|| _ Also, the petition of Lewis Rud, George 
} Burckart and 52 others, citizens of Zelienople, 
|| Pennsylvania, praying the granting a pension 
| to Henry T. Schutte. 
By Mr. L. MYERS: The petition of J. 
| Rinaldo, Sank & Co., Frishmuth, Brothers & 
Co., Sivoyer & Keim, L. Bamberger & Co., 
Batchelor Brothers, Wartman & Engelman, 
}and 24 others, manufacturers, dealers, and 
growers of tobacco, asking the passage of a law 
establishing a uniform rate ot tax on all wan 
ufactured tobacco of sixteen cents per pound. 

By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of John 
J. Hays, a store-keeper of bonded warehouse, 

| class three, numbered one, at Evansville, |ndi- 
ana, praying tor compensation as such store- 

| keeper. 

|| Also, the memorial of Mrs. Mary C. Bell, of 

Evansville, Indiana, mother of David N. Bell, 

deceased, late a lieutenant in the United States 

Navy, praying an increase of her pension, 

By Mr. PENDLE TON: A memorial of 118 
citizens of Rhode Island, fur an appropriation 
| for the improvement of the channel of Provi 

dence river, and for establishing a light on the 
‘** pyramid,’’ situated at Bullock’s Point. 

By Mr. PETERS: The petition of James 
|| A. Drew, asking compensation for himself and 
others for Jand lost to the petitioners under the 
|| treaty of Washington. 

By Mr. SHOEMAKER: A petition of 94 
citizens of Kingston, Luzerne county, Pennsyl 
vania, asking the passage of House bill No. 
660, entitled ‘* A bill granting bounty land to 
certain persons engaged in the military and 
naval service of the United States from and 
afier the 4th day of March, 1861.’’ 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania: A 
remonstrance of the iron-workers in the em 
| ploy of J. B. Moorhead & Co., agaiust a change 
in the tariff laws. 

By Mr. WALDRON: The petition of Catha- 
rine Ross, of Detroit, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of J. G. McBride & Co., 
of Monroe, Michigan, for a uniform tax on to- 
bacco of sixteen cents per pound, 





BILLS INTRODUCED 

The following were presented under the rule, 
'and referred to the Committee on the Post 
|| Office and Post Roads : ‘ 
|| By Mr. HANDLEY: A bill to establish a 
post route between Dadeville and Dudleyville, 
in Tallapoosa county, Alabama. 
| Also, a bill to establish a post route between 
|| Ashland, in Clay county, via Pinkneyville, to 
| Rockford, in Coosa county, Alabama. 
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| IN SENATE. 

: i a 

| Wepwnespay, January 17, 1872. 

} Prayer by Rev. J. G. Butter, D. D., Chap- 
| lain of the House of Representatives. 

| } 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal 
of yesterday’s proceedings. 

Mr. MORTON. I suggest that if no Sen- 
| ator desires to hear those minutes read, the 
| further reading be dispensed with. 
|| There being no objection, the further read- 
|| ing of the Journal was dispensed with. 
| 
1] EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

! 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
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Senate a letter from the late Attorney Gen- 


eral, transmitting, in compliance with law, his 


annual report for the year 1871; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 
PETITIO? AND EMORIALS 


Mr. POMEROY presented additional papers 
in relation to the claim of Moses LB. Bramhall 
for the payment of certain moneys which he 
alleges are due to him by the Government of 
the United States; which were reterred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

ne IK KELLY presented “a Mme morial ot di Ss. 

, H. Bowman, J. H. McArthur, Samuel 
Hann ah.and three hundre« land sevent y others, 
citizens of Umatilla and Union counties, Ore- 


gon, praying Congress to grant land to aid in 


the construction of tl Portland, Dalles, and 
Salt Lake railroad: which was referred to the 
Committe n P Lands 
Mr. FIGNLTON | present a petition from 
members of the Society of Friends of New 
York city, and another from members of the 
society of Friends in Columbia county, New 
York, to the same effect, asking for an amend 
ment to the ls t on to provide that no 
candidate shall hereafter be elected to any 
I'ederal office who is uddicted to the use of 
intoxicating liquors as a beverage. | move 
reference of these petitions to the Com- 
mitts he Judiciary 
ihe rt tion Vv agreed ) 
Mr. SCHURZ. I present a petition signed 
by a number of citizens of Bangor, Maine, 


ome of them citizens of prominence, praying 
for the reduction of the tariff to a revenue 
| 


nmediate repeal of the 


duties on salt. coal,and pig iron. I move its 

reference to the Committee on I inance. 
lhe motion was agreed t 

M MNEI I present the memorial of 

Charle V. Peirce and others, of Philadel- 

phia ar in character to the memorials 

| by the Senator from New York, 

Mr. ] king for an amendment to 


ling that no candidate 


‘ | ‘ ) to any l’'ederal 
of “ addicted to the use of intoxi 
cating liquors; also a similar memorial from 

| ind o h rs, ciizens of Wil 

t Delaware; also a similar memorial 
from Edwin Blackburn and others, of Ba 
more { move their reference to the Com- 
u he 1 ry 

| °F is iv eed to 

Mr MNE R | also present petitions | 
{ of Baltimore. Philadelphia, and 
Wiln ‘ n, ee asking for the prcohi- 
bition wiulacture, inportation, and 
sale of a ntoxicating liquors. 1 move their 
refer ( » the Commitiee on the Judiciary. 

| ] wa rreed ) ' 

Mi UMNEI l also present the petition 
of Moses Anderson and seven y-live others, 


of Greencasile, Pennsylvania, yt iyving for the 


pa of the supplementary civil rights bill; 
aisoa pe'iuon from colored citizens of Florida, 
praying Congressto pass whatis known as the 
supplementary ¢1 il rights bill. [ move that 
these petitions lie on the table. 

he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. 1 also present a petition 


Bigned by a large number of the members of 
the General Assembly of Virginia, which is 
very briet Lhey ‘respectfully petition and 
solicit the passage by your honourable body of 
the act entitled ° ? 
of the United States in the 
to furnish the means of tleir vindication,’ that 
being the title of a bill presented by Hon 
Mr. Sumner, of Massachusetts and your peti- 
tioners willever pray.’’ This is signed by a 
large number of senators and a large number 
of members of the house of delegates ot Vir- 
ginia; I do not count them, but the number is 
considerable. I move that the petition lie on 
the table, 
The motion was agreed to. 


An act to protect all cituzens | 
civil rights, aud | 





Mr. SUMNER. Lalso present a petition 
of the central committee of the German-Amer- 
ican Teachers’ Association, signed by their 
chairman, Ph. J. Klund, and countersigned by 
their secretary, Feodor Thurm, in which they 
say that the American Teachers’ Convention, 
assembled in St. Louis in August last, have 
resolved to petition Congress ‘* with a view to 
have the present land policy of the United 
States changed in such a manner as to dis- 
continue donations of public lands to moneyed 
corporations, and to devote the proceeds of 
such lands as are not taken up under the home- 
stend act to the improvement of the school 
system of our country, and especially to the 
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| the United States Army, praying to be 


foundation and sustenance of a great model | 


normal school or university.’’ They then set 
forth under eight different heads the reasons 
or this dedication of our great national domain 
to the purposes of education. I move theref- 
erence of the petition to the Committee on 
Education and Labor. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SCOTT. 
nature of a memorial, which were adopted at 
a meeting of colored citizens of Philadelphia, 
on Monday evening, January 15, in favor of 


[ present resolutions, in the | 


the speedy passage of the supplementary civil | 


rights bill. I move that they be laid on the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SCOTT. IL also present a memorial of 
the Radical Reform Club of Philadelphia, call- 


ing attention to the condition of the ocean com- | 
merce of the United States, giving data in | 


relation to exports and imports, asserting that 
our owm merchants and ship-owners should 
coutrol the world’s commerce in a proportion 
at least equul to that borne by the exports of 
our products to the importation of goods con- 
sumed, citing the example of the French tariff 
establishing differential duties, and asking for 
the modification of the existing tariff laws, so 
that on all goods, wares, and merchan-!ise 
imported in American bottoms there shall be 
an allowance equal to a reduction of ten per 
cent. on existing duties. | move the reference 
of this memorial to the Committee on Finance. 

he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SCOTT. Lalso present the memorial 
of sundry citizens of Philadelphia, workers in 
the Excelsior Stove and Hollow. Ware Works. 


| respectfully remonstrating against a change of 


the existing tariff laws, reducing or abolishing 
the duties on such articles as are successfully 
produced in this country, and asking that the 
duty upon tea, coffee, and such other articles 
of necessity or comfort as cannot be produced 
in the United States, be repealed. I movethe 
reference of this memorial to the Commitiee 
on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 
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enworth ; which was referred to 
mittee on the Judiciary. the Com. 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented the 
tition of Josephine 0. L ian of New a 
widow of Edwin S. Likens, late a sold er pl 


allowed 


a pension; which was referred to the Com. 


mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland, present 
the memorial of Edward H. Calvert, 
compensation for the injury done his 


ed 
rs aying 


pro erty 


in W ashingt on, District of Columbia, by the 
construction of Fort Wagner thereon : which 


was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CAMERON. I present a letter of the 
secretary of the National Board of Trade, 
transmitting a resolution adopted by tha’ 
board requesting the President of the Unit ed 
States to lay before Congress for publicari nD the 
correspondence which h: as passed between th. 
Governments of the United States and Greg: 
Britain relating to the dues now co] 


. ; — 
in the latter country from merchant shippin g 
for the support of light- houses and beacons 
with a view to renewing the application of our 


own Government, at the proper time, for th. 
relief of the shipping interest from these 
charges, and for the maintenance of the light 
house system of Great Britain from the public 
revenue in accordance with the policy and 


| practice of the Government of the United States 


Mr. SCOTT presented the petition of Samuel | 


Pennock and others, ci'izens of Chester county, 
Pennsylvania, asking foranamendment of the 
Constitution providing that no person shail 
hereafter be eligible to any Federal office: who 
is addicted to the use of intoxicating liquors 
as a beverage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of Chandler 
Darlington and others, 
county, Pennsylvania, asking for prohibitory 
legislation for the suppression of the sale, 
manufacture, and importation of intoxicating 
liquors to be used as a beverage; which was 
relerred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LEWIS presented additional papers in 
reference to the claim of William L. Anderson, 
of Rockingham county, Virginia, pr: aying pay- 
ment for services rendered to the United 
States during the late rebellion; which were 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CALDWELL presented a petition of 


members of the bar of Wyandotte county, 
Kansas, praying tbat terms of the circunt and | 
district courts of the United States for the dis- 
, trict of Kansas be held in the city ot Leav- | 


citizens of Chester | 





which has lighted its coasts and harb rs for 
the free use of the ships of all nations. | 
move the reference of this paper to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMERON presented a resolution 
adopted by colored citizens of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, at amass meeting, pri aylng for 
the passage of the supplementary civil rights 
bill; which was ordered to jie on the table. 

He also presented the memorial of L. 
Heylin, of Philadelphia, Peunsylvania, pray- 
ing indemnification for loss of property by 
French spoliations prior to the year 1801; 
which was referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

He also presented the memorial of Arthur 
G. Coffin, president of the Insurance Com- 
pany of North America, praying indemnifica- 
ion for loss of property by French spoliations 
prior to the year 1801; which was referred to 
the Commitiee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a memorial of ciizens of 
Pennsylvania, stationers, booksellers, and job 
printers, protesting againstthe sale of stamped 
envelopes by the Government; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of John Dev- 
ereux, president of the board of trustees of the 
Philadelphia ice-boats, asking the passage ef 
a law exempting certain ice-boats from boiler 
inspection under tbe law; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


Mr. FENTON. I offerthe following order: 


Ordered, That John Allen Birckhead and others, 
heirs of Alexander Watson, haveleave to withdraw 
the papers in relation to their claim, from the files 
of the Senate. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. What claimisthat? Has 
it been reported upon? 

Mr. FENTON. This order was placed in 
my hands by a member of the House of hep 
resentatives from New York, who states that 
the case was not adversely acted upon bere, 
and has been taken up in the House of Kep- 
resentatives, and the papers are desired to be 
withdrawn for the purpose of presentation 
there. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. 

The order was agreed to, 


On motion of Mr. LEWIS, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial and accompanying 
papers of Mrs. Mary J. McMullen be withdrawp 
from the files of the Senate and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 
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On motion of Mr. CONKLING, it was 


Joned, That the petition and papers of David J. | 
Oreleret ibe files of the Senate, be withdrawn 
yrews m and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

therefrom at 


On motion of Mr. LOGAN, it was 


Ordered, That John Nolan, of Quincy, Illinois, | 
have leave to withdraw his petition and papers from 
the files of the Senate. 


On motion of Mr. FENTON, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial and papers of L, || 
Werchant & Co., on the files of the Senate, be referred 
ro the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. FENTON, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial and papers of Stephen 
Hull, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the | 
Committee or Patents. 

PROMUTLON OF NAVAL SURGEONS. 

Mr. VICKERS. I ask for the present con- 

sideration of the following order: 


Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
jirected to inquire in the facts connected with the 
placing of Dr. James C. Palmer’s name above that 
of Dr. Ninian Pinckney, as surgeon in the Navy. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous 
asent. and agreed to. 
Mr. ANTHONY. Was that inquiry ad- 
dressed to the Department or committee ? 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. The committee. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think the wisest way to 
fnd out would be to inquire of the Depart- 
ment; but T have no objection to it either way. | 

Mr. VICKERS. I prefer that the commit- 
tee should do it. There will not be much 
trouble about it. 

[he VICE PRESIDENT. 
has been agreed to. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. | 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill | 
(S. No. 448) to establish a system of deposits, | 
to prevent desertions, and elevate the condi- | 
tion of the rank and file of the Army, reported 
it without amendment. 

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on | 
Education and Labor, to whom was referred | 


0 


The resolution | 


the bill (H. R. No. 874) to provide for the ap- || 


pointment of a commission on the subject of | 
labor and the division of profits between labor 
and capital in the United States, reported it 
with an amendment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to whom were referred various 
petitions praying for the passage of a bill 
known as Mr. SUMNER’S supplementary civil 


rights bill, asked to be discharged from their | 
farther consideration, that subject being now | 


before the Senate. 
lhe report was agreed to. 


SHIP HUDSON, ETC. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the | 


Senate a message of the President of the 
United States, in answer to a resolution of 
the Senate of the 16th of May last, calling 


for papers, correspondence, and information | 


relating to the case of the ship Hudson and 
schooner Washington; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
ordered to be printed. 

BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. SCOTT asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
487) to exempt the iron steam ice-boats con- 
structed by the city of Philadelphia from the 
inspection required by the act of February 


28, 1871, entitled *‘ An act to provide for the | 
better security of life on board of vessels pro- | 


pelled in whole or in part by steam, and for 


other purposes ;’’ which was read twice by its | 


title. 


Mr. SCOTT. I ask the attention of the 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce. 
This refers to the provisions of the bill enacted 
in February last in regard to the inspection of 
steamboats for the safety of the lives of pas- 
sengers. If the provisions of that bill are 
4 _ to these two ice-boats, which are pro- 
vided by the city of Philadelphia for the pur- 
pose of aes clear the channels of the Dela- 
ware and Schuylkill rivers in the winter, it 


| these boats. 


i} 


} 


effectually prevents them from accomplishing 
the purpose for which they were constructed. 


The authorities of the city of Philadelphia are | 
| extremely desirous that this bill should pass 


very soon, so that they may be enabled to 
accomplish the purpose for which these ice- 
boats were built, and not practically blockade 
their rivers by the application of this act to 
I ask the attention of the chair- 
man, so that if the bill meets the concurrence 
of the Committee on Commerce it may be re- 
ported soon, so that we may have action upon 
it. I move that the bill be referred to the 


| Committee on Commerce, and printed. 


The motion was agreed to. 
| Mr. . VICKERS asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 488) to incorporate the Washington Canal 
| and Water-Power Company; which was read 
| twice by itstitle, referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No 
| 489) to admit tea and coffee into the United 
| States free of duty; which was read twice by 


|| its title. 


Mr. COLE. I will remark that such is the 
| position of the finances of the country at this 
| time that I think the duties on tea and coffee, 
| which are the poor man’s luxuries, can well 
be dispensed with, and that is the opinion, 
must say, of a very large portion of my con 
| stituents. I hope the Finance Committee in 
their revision of the tariff will take that into 
serious consideration, and relieve the country 
of this tax. I move that the bill be referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con 
| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 490) for the relief of the East Tennessee 
University; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
| obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


|| 491) for the encouragement of the fisheries; 
i] 





which was read twice by its title, referred to 

| the Committee on Commerce, aud ordered to 

| be printed. 

| Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 

No. 492) to confirm certain bona fide titles; 

which was read twice by its title, referred to 
| the Committee on the Judiciary, aud ordered 
| to be printed. 

Mr. STEVENSON asked, and by unani 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a 
bill (S. No. 493) to indemnify the State of 
Kentucky and other States for expenses in- 
curred by them in defense of the United States; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON submitted an amendment to 
the bill (H. R. No. 374) to provide for the 
appointment of a commission on the subject 


labor and capital in the United States; which 


printed. 
JAPANESE AT MILITARY ACADEMY 


Mr. CAMERON. 1 ask the Senate now to 
take up the bill offered by myself the other 
day allowing a certain number of youths from 
Japan to be educated at the West Point Mili 
tary Academy. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
business is completed, and the Senator from 
| Pennsylvania moves that the Senate proceed 
| to the consideration of Senate bill No. 454. 
| The motion was agreed to: and the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the bill (8. No. 
| 
j 
| 





ees 


454) authorizing the Secretary of War to ad- 
mit six Japanese youths to the West Point 
Military Academy. 

Mr. CAMERON. The bill 


was discussed 
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so much the other day that I think it is un 
necessary to say anything further in regard to 
it. The Senate understands the subject. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. Will a 


single objection pass it over? 


was received informally, and ordered to be |; ted States, in which the money held by him as mar- 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It will not. 
Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. The Sen 


| ator from Ohio, [Mr. Tuurman,] who took a 
| great interest in this bill, is not in his seat. 


He preferred some objections to it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator can 
move its postponement, or to lay iton the table. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. I do not 
care about its postponement. I suggest that 
it lie on the table informally until he arrives. 

Mr. CAMERON. I have no objection to 
its being passed over. When I made the mo- 
tion it did not occur to me that the Senator 
from Ohio was not here. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, the bill will be returned to its place 
on the Calendar. 


REPORT OF A COMMITTEE 
Mr. WILSON, trom the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 490) for the relief of the East Tennessee 
University, reported it without amendment, 


| and submitted a report, which was ordered to 


| ate bill No. 352. 


of labor and the division of pene between | 


| the word 


be printed, 
BENJAMIN H. CAMPBELL. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I moved to take up Sen- 


It is a bill for the relief of 
the marshal of the northern district of Illinois, 
who had some funds burned up in the fire at 
Chicago. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider the bill (S. No. 352) for the relief of 
Benjamin H. Campbell, marshal of the United 
States for the northern district of Illinois. 

lhe Committee on the Judiciary reported 
the bill with amendments: in line seven, after 
‘*marshal,’ to insert the words 
‘* belonging to the United States;’’ in line 
eight, to strike out ‘**$15.,000"’ and insert 
**$7.679 13 :°° so as to make the bill read: 

That the Attorney General be, and he is hereby 
authorized, in the settlement of the accounts of Ben- 
jamin H, Campbell, marshal of the northern district 
of Illinois, to allow him credit forsuch sum of United 
States Treasury and national bank notes as were in 
his hands as marshal, belonging to the United States... 
not to exceed $7,679 13, as he may be satisfied was 
burned ip said marshal’s office in the custom-house 
building at Chicago, Illinois, on the 9th day of Octo- 
ber, A. D. 1871. 

lhe amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Task that the 
report of the committee in that case be read. 

Che Chief Clerk read the following report, 
submitted by Mr. TRumBuu., from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, on the 11th instant: 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
reterred a bill for the relief of Benjamin H. Camp-~ 
bell, marshal of the United States for the northern 

| district of Illinois, report: 

That it appears from the affidavit of B. H. Camp- 
bell, the marshal, that, at the date of the fire in Chi- 
cago, on the 9th of October last, in which the custom 
and court-house building was destroyed, his office in 

| said building contained a safe furnished by the Uni- 


shal was deposited. amounting, as he verily believes, 
to $9,804 20, consisting of United States and national 
bank notes; that he was present after the fire when 
the safe was opened, and took charge of the burned 
and charred rem»ins of said notes, the least injured 
of which, amounting to $810 87, he had redeemed by 
the United States depositary in Chicago, and the 
balance of the burned and charred remains of said 
notes he brought to Washington and deposited with 
the Treasurer of the United States for identification 
and redemption, from which he realized only $1,314 2 
making the total amount realized from said burne 
and charred remains of said notes $2,125 07, leaving 
a balance of $7,679 13 totally destroyed by the fire. 

Two deputy United States marshals corroborate 
Bb. F. Campbell’s statement as to his having money in 
the safe and its destruction by the fire. 

The committee are satisfied, from the known char- 
acter of the mursbal and the evidence in the case, 
that he is entitled to the relief sought, and they 
recommend the passage of the bill, amended so as to 
conform to the amount stated in the affidavits. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Lask the Sen- 





ator from Illinois whether there was any rec- 
ord testimony, the books of the mar- 
shal’s office go, showing that he had this money 


so lara 


ertck 
——) am 
” 


i. 
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a 
oe 





on hand? 


Mr. TRUMBULL 


ani 


None was exhibited to 


“etal 


ERIN 
CARRE ee 
he! 


sage 


he mrmittee The bill provides that he is 
to settle his accounts with the Attorney Gen 
eral; it does not direct this money to be paid, 
the Senator will observe. The only evidence 


was the affidavit of the mar 
al and of two of his deputies. He statesthe 


we had before us 


having about this amount; he is 


i ible to state it exactly; and therefore the 
; matter left to be settled by the Attorney 
; General, the allowance not to exceed a certain 
4 amount, $7,679, as reduced by the testimony. 
‘J he other witnesses state d thei knowledge of 
q the fact that he kept his money there, but a 
‘ } tion was taken out of the safe afterward 
and reclaimed. Wethought it safe on these 
; afliduvits tos yn mend that the Attorney Gen 
eral be authorized settle the account on 
t being satisfied of the amount lost, not exceed 
? ing the sum named. 
I will state that this is a similar bill to the 
yne that was'passed in favor of the marshal in 
Maine at the time of the fire in Portland. He 
sent certificates of a similar character. 
I desire to add, before I sit down, that the 
marshal of the northern district of Illinois is 
1 gentloman well known to me, of high char 
acter and intelligence, and of great integrity. 
| have no ¢ ibt myself of the entire truthful 
ne of his affidavit 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Iam in favor 
of granting relief where there is sufficient evi- 
dence, but i eems to me that this a very 
loosely drawn bill on the evidence. Chere is 
othing to Ista) he marshal exce pt his own 
impressions, he himself not being able to state 
bow much the loss was. There is not a par- 
ticle of evidence, so far as the report shows, 
except from the marshal himself. It seems to 
me that he ought to be able to show some 
record evidence of the amount he had on hand. 
‘There is another question involved. In 
addition to the burning of the United States 
notes, about which if there was sufficient evi- 
dence there should be no doubt at all as to the 
liability of the United States to refund the 
amount, it seems a portion ol the money was In 
national bank notes hat presents a differ- 
ent question, because it is a gain, so far as 
those banks are concerned, to the amount of 
the marshal’s loss 
Mr. CORBETT. I wish to ask the Senator 
from I\linois if there is any evidence from the 
Treasury Department that there was a portion 
of the burned money that could not be recog 
nized, or whether it was in such a state that 
they did recognize all that was presented to 
the Department and make it good. Was there 
& portion that could not be recognized, frag- 
ments, that they could not account for, letc? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Ihave madeno inquiry 
atthe lreasury Department. There are two 
other persons who testify to the charred re- 
mains that were taken from the safe besides 
Mr. Campbell, the marshal. The Senator 
from Vermont, perhaps, did not hear the state- 
ment of the report that there were two other 
witnesses. 
. Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. But the two 
i other witnesses simply testify that they knew 





of his keeping money in the safe, and do not 
testify anything at all about the amount. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
amount. They testify as to the money in the | 
safe and its destruction by fire. They were 
present and saw the remains also. , 

Mr. CORBETT. I was going to say that it 
seemed to me the committee ought to have 
some information from the Treasury Depart- 
ment stating that there wa; a portion of these 
funds that could not be recognized and that 
were charred remains, and that would account 
probably for the deficiency. If the amount 
turned over to the Treasury Department was 
all recognized and accounted for by the Treas- || 
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ary Department, then there would be nothing |; any party entitled to notice is a non-re 


coming to the marshal ; but if there was a por- 
tion that was left in such a state that it could 
not be recognized, of course that would account 
for whatever there might be of deficiency. I 
simply desired to make this inquiry, because 
it seemed to me that it was a point which the 
committee ought to examine. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is a matter which 
the Attorney General has it in his power to 
determine when the settlement of the accounts 
is made. If Mr. Campbell made a false afh- 
davit when he stated that only so much could 
be recognized at the Treasury Department, it 
will be very easy to detect it; but | can assure 
the Senator from Oregon that members of the 
committee, not only myself but other members 
of the committee, who know Mr. Campbell, 
the marshal, would have no conception of 
such athing. Of course he has not made an 
aflidavit here stating that he took this matter 
to the Treasury Department, and that they 
identified some twelve or thirteen hundred dol- 
lars and could not identify the rest of it, if there 
was in truth no such occurrence. If he has 
stated the case incorrectly, that can be easily 
discovered. 

Mr. CORBETT. Ido not think this case is 
sO important, except perhaps 48 @ precedent, 
because there are likely to be a large number 
of other claims for money destroyed. I thought 
it my duty, therefore, to call the attention of 
the Senate and of the committee that might 
have these questions under investigation, so 
that they might call upon the Treasury Depart- 
nent to ascertain when those charred remains 
were presented, whether they were all recog- 
nized and accounted for. If there were a por- 
tion that were not, it is evident then that there 
was @ portion destroyed, and in such a state 
that it could not be recoghized. 
it seems to me, the committee should inquire 
of the Treasury Department in regard to, in 
order to make such a report as to satisfy the 
Senate. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President, it will 
undoubtedly astonish the country to learn that 
under the present corrupt system of civil ser- 
vice there can be in office as marshal of the 
northern district of Illinois a gentleman of so 
high a character as is testified to by the hon- 
orable Senator from Illinois. Nevertheless I 
desire to add my testimony to his. I know Mr. 
Campbell well, and believe him to be a thor- 
oughly upright and honest man, honest as a 
man, honest as au officer, in spite of all the 
imperfections of our civil service; and an affi- 


davit from him, or a letter from him, or his | 


verbal statement as to $7,000, would be all the 
proof I should want to act upon the question. 

The bill was reported to the Senate asamend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ILLINOIS COURT RECORDS. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like, if the Sen- 
ate would indulge me, to pass another little 


ively, shall deem it essential to the interest. 


That point, | 


bill in regard to the records in that district, to | 
enable the records of United States courts to | 


be completed. It is Senate bill No. 353. I 
move to take it up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. 
No. 858) to restore the records of the United 
States courts in the northern district of Illinois 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Itis unnecessary to read | 


the text of the bill. The committee reported 
an amendment as a substitute. 
The Chief Clerk read the amendment re- 


|| ported by the Committee on the Judiciary, 


which was to strike out the preamble and all 
of the original bill after the enacting clause, 
and to insert in lieu thereof the following : 
That the act of March 3, 1871. entitled ‘An act 
relating to records of the courts of the United 
States,” is hereby amended so as to authorize the 
notice required by said act to be given by publica- 
tion in some newspaper, to be designated by the 


ny BP sident of +) 
district. ta 


Src. 2. That it shall be the duty of the dis 
attorney for the northern district of Illinois to Fiet 


8 


lO tak 
such steps as may be necessary to restore the ee 
and files of the circuit and district courts of said qj." 
trict, which were destroyed by fire on the a 


October, 1871, and in which the United States 
interested, so far as the judges of said courts : 


of 


» Tespe t. 
United States that said records and files be sent re 
and the judges of said courts, respectively, 
thorized to direct such steps to be taken as, in the; 
opinion, shall be deemed advisable to restore ‘the 
judgment dockets and indices of said courts aa 
ior that purpose may direct the performance, by th, 
clerks of said courts, and by the United States ~ 
torney for said district, of any duty incident there: 
and said clerks and said district attorney shail ba 
allowed such compensation and disbursements for 
services rendered under this section (in cases : 
no compensation is now provided by law for sych 
| services) as may be allowed by the Attorney Gen. 
eral, and certified to be just and reasonable by the 
judge ot the court in which said services are rep. 
dered, and the amount so allowed shall be paid ou 
of the judiciary fund: Provided, however, That the 
sum allowed the clerks of said courts shall not exceed 
the sum of $12,000, and the entire compensation of 
the United States attorney for such services shal] not 
| exceed the sum of $6,000. : 

Mr. CARPENTER. I have no objectio; 
to any provision of that bill except the firs: 
section, which is not limited in its operation 
| to the city of Chicago or the northern distric: 

of Illinois. It is a general provision, and q 
| ° . ° ae yan 

great innovation upon the practice of the Fed. 
eral courts. The Federal courts can acquire 
no jurisdiction over persons except by the 
| service of pracess personally ; and to allow a 
record which is said to have been destroyed to 
be restored by parol, as it must be and may 
be, under the provisions of the bill, upon mere 
publication, is, I think, a very dangerous law, 
and it ought not to be passed. For the pur. 
pose of taking the sense of the Senate on that 
point, I move to amend by striking out the 
| first. section. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will state to the Sen- 
ate that we passed a year ago a bill author 
izing the restoration of records in the United 
Siates courts where they had been destroyed, 
The bill had its origin chiefly in the necessity 
for restoring records in the southern 
Now, here is a case where the records h 
courts are entirely destroyed, and in case the 
parties to those records are non-residents 
there is no way of restoring them, unless we 


red. 
are ay. 


Where 


States 


} 


| are to give notice by publication to the non 


residents. The bill which we passed a year 
ago provided for giving personal notice in 
| order to restore the records. ‘This first sec- 
tion changes that law so far as to authorize 
| notice to be given by nine weeks’ publication 
in a paper, to be designated by the court, 
where the party is a non-resident. ‘This is 
| the practice in all our State courts in institut: 
| ing original suits. I do not think there isa 
| State in the Union where we do not institute 
| original suits and give notice by publication 
| to non-residents. We do the same thing in 
the United States courts. In admiralty pro- 
ceedings we give notice by publication. [am 
| informed by the district attorney of the north- 
ern district of Illinois, from whom I have 
letters on this subject, and I have also letters 
from the judges of the courts, that there are 
several hundred thousand dollars involved in 
suits by the United States in cases that were 
pending in the courts at Chicago at the time 
of the fire. He instances one case of 4 
$50,000 bond upon which a suit was instituted, 
where the securities are good, all the records 
of which, including the bond, I suppose, are 
lost. He gives a statement showing the 
importance tothe United States of the res- 
toration of the records in which the Govern 
ment is concerned. 
This first section is inserted so as to allow, 
not only in cases in which the United States 18 
concerned, but where private persons are par 
ties, the record to be restored on notice by 
publication. Suppose the record has been 
destroyed where private citizens are parties to 
| the suit; now there is no way of restoring It 





court, nine weeks successively in all cases in which || if one of the parties to that record is a non 
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resident, unless you can give notice by pub- 


lication. 


Mr. CARPENTER. Will my friend allow 
me to ask him a question? — 

Mr, TRUMBULL. Certainly. tft 

Mr. CARPENTER. What earthly objection 
-<thereto providing by law that personal notice 
may beserved _ the defendant against whom 
you have @ judgment, in New York, Massa 
chusetts, or any other State of the Union? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We have no such pro- 
gision. That is not the provision of the exist- 
jog law. 

Vr. CARPENTER. 
just as well. . vem 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection to 
requiring besides, if the Senator from Wis- 
consin thinks it proper, that notice in addition 
shall be given as we give it in bankraptey, in 


We can put it in here 





some form, by directing a notice to be sent by | 


mail to the place of residence; but that would 
amount to very littie. I do not know that it 


would be practicable to give notice in other | 


parts of the country. 
aystem by which process runs beyond the dis- 
trict in which it is issued. 

[The first section is a matter of public im- 

ortance, and the members of the committee 

seemed to think that it was proper that notice 
should be given by publication, and I saw no 
objection to it myself. lt seems to me that 
the public good requires it. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Thecasesof proceed- 
ings in the Federal courts under the Constitu- 
tion and proceedings of the State courts are 
widely different. A State like New York or 
Pennsylvania may be large enough to produce 
sufficient inconvenience by allowing proceed- 
ings to rest upon service by publication ; but 
these inconveniences are certainly small. when 
compared with the evils which would result 
from allowing such proceedings based upon 
publication in the Federal courts. For in- 
stance, if this bill is to pass in this form, I 
concede, as the Senator from Illinois has 
suid, that the first section is one of great pub- 
lic importance ; and I think it will prove one 
of great public calamity, also. A citizen from 
California may, on his way to New York, stop 
over at Chicago, publish a notice that he pro 
poses to enter up a judgment against the Sen- 
a’or from Vermont, which the Senator from 
Vermont never has any notice of, for he does 
not read every little paper that may be issued 
in Chieago, for nine weeks, and upon that 
publication the judgment is to be entered up 
aud docketed and become a matter of record 
in the ederal court of Illinois, which is con- 
clusive evidence when taken to Vermont to be 
enforced against the Senator from Vermont. 

Now, the policy of the I’ederal process act 
isto require a personal service, and it certainly 


should not be dispensed with in a proceeding | 


which is by a short cat to enter up a judgment 
against a man, for that is what will be done 
under this section. If itis proper to require 
personal service of a summons inviting a man 
into court to attend to litigation therein, it is 
certainly equally important that he should 
have personal notice when a judgment is to be 
entered up against him by the proceedings 
of the court in a single hour and without any 
litigation whatever. 

li is a very great hardship to allow these 
records to be perfected by parol in any case ; 
and yet there is a necessity for it in the case of 
Chicago, as there was in my opinion in the case 
of the southern States. It must be done, but 
it should be done in such manner as to insure 
every possible safeguard that we can throw 
about it; and to say that 1 may go into Cali- 
fornia to-morrow and enter up a judgment 
against the Senator from I\linois or the Sena- 


tor from Maine, or any private individual in | 


the remotest part of the United States, upon 
parol and upon proof of having pablished a 
notice for nine weeks in some obscure news: 
paper that | intend to do so, is, it seems to me, 
4 very dangerous proceeding. 


We have no judicial | 


| 


| 
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The VICK PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator trom Wis- 
consin, to strike out the first section. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido not share the fears 
of my friend from Wisconsin about the danger 
of this first section of this bill. Now, I think 
my friend from Wisconsin knows the law to be, 
at common law, that any court of general juris- 
diction, any court of record has aright, without 


| any statute, where its records get injured or 


detaced or destroyed in a particular case, to 


| cause those records to be restored upon just 


such notice as tlie court thinks fit, or upon its 
mere motion, because the record is part of the 
constitution of the court. The judges at com- 


| mon law have always exercised, as I under- 


cases, because to give 


stand the common law, that right. Here we 
find a case where a court of the United States 
in the city of Chicag (and it might happen in 
any other city) has pronounced a great many 
judgments which affeet rights and which decide 
titles to property, and all that; and those ree- 
ords are destroyed. It necessarily happens in 
a great many of those cases that the parties on 
oue side or the other, and sometimes on both, 
do not reside within their jurisdiction ; they 
are scattered, sometimes; they are numerous ; 
sometimes they have gone abroad; it often hap- 
pens that some of them are out of the country. 
Now, the result of rejecting this first section 
would be to absolutely block the effort of that 
court to restore these records at all in such 
if personal notice is ina 

great many instances absolutely impossible. 
It cannot be done,in the nature of things. 
Then, what are yeu to do? Are you to say 
that the people who have bought land at a 
marshal’s sale, under a judgment or decree 
of those courts, are to be deprived of their 


| evidence of title, and are to be remitted to a | 


| verdict against them in an ejectment brought 


by somebody who claims under the original 
title for the reason that they cannot show this 
judgment? do at all, Mr. Presi- 
ent. 
It is indispensable, therefore, to the general 
interests of the people of Illinois and of the 
country that these records should be restored ; 


It will not 


| but I agree with my friend from Wisconsin 
that they ought not to be restored except under | 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


ii 
1] 


| 
| 


the most careful safeguards that are practica- 
ble to accomplish the purpose ; and what are 
they? We know from the nature of the Uni- 
ted States courts that personal notice to every 
body connected with all these records, (almost 


all of whom on one side or the other, or partly 


on one side and partly on the other, are out of 
the State ; many of whomare out ofthe country, 
many of whom originally were aliens, and who 
came into the courts of the United States on the 
ground of alienage,) cannot be accomplished ; 
and to insist on it is merely to deny entirely the 
carrying out of this object which we all agree 
ought to be attained. Of course there is some 
risk —— 

Mr. CONKLING. Allow me to ask the 
Senator, does he know of any case where this 
sort of impossibility has arisen? Has he heard 
of any, by petition or otherwise ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, sir; [have not heard 
of the fire at Chicago by petition as far as I 
know, and yet I have an impression that there 
has been one; and | suppose we must take it 
for granted, probably from the evidence we 
have, perhaps not legal evidence, that the 


| records of these courts in Chicago have been 


destroyed, and from our knowledge of business 
we must take it for granted that the suitors 


| in those cases wherein judgments have been 
| entered up were suitors who were entitled to 


be there; that is, citizens of different States, 
aliens, people claiming under patents, and all 
manner of causes that the Constitution remits 
to the consideration of a court of the United 
States. Now, howare you to restore the record ? 
If you say the record shall not be restored 
until every party interested has personal no- 
tice, then you say it shall not be restored at 
all, because that is the result 


} 
j 
1 
i 


[f you say it | 


| 


may be restored under the supervision of the 
judges, the agents of the United States, stand. 
ing indifferent between the parties, upon the 
best notice possible by proclamation and ad- 
vertisement, then, although you run some risk, 
itis true, as you do in ail cases, you run the 
least risk possible to attain the end. 

Now, it happens under the jurisprudence of 
the United States that a very large share of its 
faculties are carried on by notice just like this. 
Ali proceedings in rem involving the forfeiture 
and condemnation of property, involving prize 
and belligerent rights, are commenced and 
carried on where personal service is incon- 
venient, where the party is not within the reach 
of the process of the court in that identical 
district, and sometimes when he is, by a notice 
like this, only much shorter; and yet the world 
has gone on for nearly a hundred years in this 


country without anybody being harmed by it. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont will please suspend hisremarks. The 
morning hour has expired, and the unfinished 
business before the Senate is the amnesty bill, 
the pending question being on the amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts, [ Mr. Sum- 
NER. | 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think we can soon get 
through with this matter. 1 hope the Senator 
from Massachusetts will let the amnesty bill 
pass by informally for a few minutes. 

Mr. SUMNER. LI have no objection to its 
passing over informally for a few minutes. 

Lhe VICK PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, the unfinished business will be passed 
over informally, subject to a call for the regu- 
lar order; and the Senator from Vermont is 
still entitled to the floor on Senate bill No. 353, 
which remains before the body. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I believe I have said all 
that I desired to say. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I agree entirely 
with the Senator from Illinois aud the Senator 
from Vermont, that no difficulty can arise out 
of this provision. We have in all the States, 
familiar to all the lawyers, a provision just, 
like it in proceedings tor the toreclosure of 
mortgages. Ifa party has a mortgage, it may 
be for a few hundred dollars, on property, he 
can bring all the prior incumbrances into couri 
if they are out of the State, by means of just 
such a notice. It isa familiar practice. But 
L would suggest an alteration in the section 
which probably would make it more accept- 
able to the Senator from Wisconsin. Let it 
read that the act is hereby amended ‘‘so as 
to authorize the notice required by said act to 
be given personally out of the dis rict, or at 
the discretion of the court, by publication in 
some newspaper,’’ &e. 

There is a difficulty, I suppose, under the 
law now in giving a personal notice out of the 
district. This makes such a personal notice 
lawful, and it leaves it to the discretion of the 
court whether the notice shall be personal, as 
it ought to be if it is practicable, or be by this 
publication. 1 would call the attention of the 
Senator from Wisconsin to that amendment, 
and perhaps it will be agreeable to him. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey move this as an amend- 
ment to the first section? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion will 
have priority of a motion to strike out. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I movetoamend 
the section by inserting after the word “* given,”’ 
the words ‘‘ personally out of the district, or 
at the discretion of the court.’’ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. As far as I am con 
cerned, I am willing to accept the amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 18 
on the amendment of the Senator from New 
Jersey. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the motion to strike out the first 
section as amended. 


Mr.MORTON. Mr. President, I think thia 
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bill ought not to be passed hastily. I cannot 
conceive of a more delicate and even danger- 
ous process than that of restoring the records 
of a court where the particular terms and 
phraseology depend entirely upoa memory, 
the records being de stroyed, all the original 
papel destroyed. The rights of parties may 
turn entirely upon the particular phraseology 
and terms of the record, often very volumin- 
sus, and where even the clerk of the court or 
the judge himself can have but a very imper- 
fect recolle And surely this 
should never be done except upon giving to all 
the parties in interest an opportunity of being 
present and of being heard, to see that a record 
shall be framed as nearly as possible like that 
which existed before. It seems to me that this 
bill ought to be very carefally guarded. 

Mr. TRUMBULL [his is not a new law, 


‘tion of its terms. 


{ will inform the Senator from Indiana. The 
law now authorizes the restoration of records. 
The only change is that this bill allows notice 
to be given by publication where it is imprac- 
ticable to give it by personal service. ‘That is 


all the change in the first section. 

Mr. MORTON | desire to say one word 
further. What may be a general law might 
not be suflicientin a case of thia kind, where 
the records of a court for years back have 
been destroyed. It seems to me that the 
wholesale restoration of records, such as is 
contemplated by this bill, ought to be guarded 
with great care. The parties in interest are 
presumed themselves to have the best remem 
brance of what the record contained, better 
than the mere passing remembrance of the 
officers of the court; and where a record, 
which is to control the title to land or per- 
haps the entire fortune of an individual, is to 
be restored, to become binding on bim and all 
his representatives thereafter, it ought to be 
done only on the fullest consideration, and on 
the fullest opportunity for getting it exactly as 
it was before. 

Mr. CONKLING. I asked the honorable 
Senator from Vermont whether he had known, 
whether his attention had been drawn by pe- 
tition or otherwise, to cases where it was im- 
possible in the ordinary way to reéstablish 
records. My honorable friend, of course sin- 
cerely, misunderstanding the question that I 
put to him, proceeded to answer oh no; he 


did not know by petition that a fire had hap- | 


pened in Chicago; but still he knewit. Now, 
with less information than he has, I know, too, 
the fact that in Chicago, and elsewhere in the 
experience of man, records have been lost. 
The point of my inquiry was whether it had 
been brought to his notice that under the 
statute as it stands now, meritorious parties 


were unable to establish their rights because | 


of the notice they are required to give. 
my honorable friend will agree with me that 
that was quite a pertinent question, and quite 
a proper fact to be known if it exists, by 
petition or otherwise. ; 

Now, Mr. President, let us see in very few 
words what this question is. We have a stat- 
ute now under which, without any notice at 
all, | beg to remind my honorable friend from 
Indiana in aid of his argument, the court may 
establish every record which exists every- 
where by copy or by any other circumstance 
which enables it to be reéstablished truth- 
fully. I send to the Secretary and ask him to 
read the first section of the act of March 3. 
1871, and | call the attention of the Senate to 


I think | 


it for the purpose of showing that we want no | 
new statutes, that no notice at all is required 


to be served on anybody in order to reéstab 


any species of information which enables it to 
be reéstablished exactly as it was. I ask the 
Secretary to read the section. 

The Chief Clerk read the first section of 
the act relating to records of the courts of 
the United States, approved March 3, 1871, 
as follows : 

“ That whenever the record of judgment or decree, 


| or other proceeding of any judicial court of the 


United States shall have been or shall hereafter be 
lost or destroyed, any party or person interested 
therein may, on application to such court, and on 
showing to the satisfaction of such court that the 
same has been lost or destroyed without fault or 
neglect of the party or person making such applica- 
tion, obtain an order from such court authorizing 
such defect to be supplied by a duly certified copy 
of such original record, where the same can be ob- 
tained, which certified copy shall thereafter have 
the same effect as such original record would have 
had in all respects.’’ 


Mr. CONKLING. Now, the Senate will 
see that wherever a certified copy can be ob- 
tained, wherever there are any elements upon 
record or elsewhere out of which a certified 
copy of the lost record can be constructed, 
there, without any notice by newspaper or per- 
sonal service, any party interested may estab- 
lish that record. That is pretty broad. It is 


pretty broad because when a record is estab- | 


lished it draws to itself every consequence of 


what is known as an estoppel of record; it 
binds all the parties, all their privies, all their 


| assigns, all who stand in their shoes, for all 
| coming time 


Now, what does the next section of that act 
provide? I shallask the Secretary to read from 
it ina moment. It provides, (the committee 
by which it was reported, and the two Houses 
adopting it, deeming it essential to be caretul, } 
that upon a particular notice given to the par- 


ties the court may do a great deal more than 


| suggestion upon the record. 
not the Senator from Indiana say with great , 


this, namely, it may proceed to establish a 


record, when in trath all the elements of cer- | 
| tainty have forever disappeared. 


They may 
come as near as they can to it by entering a 
Now, sir, does 


force that that is a most delicate process? The 
flexion of a phrase, the use of one word rather 
than another apparently and in general terms 
synonimous, might cast an estate one way or 


| the other, and might immutably fix or destroy 


the rights of parties. Therefore is the some- 
what guarded language which I ask the Secre- 
tary now to read, not the whole section, but 
commencing with the mark which I have made, 


to show the process by which it is to be accom- | 


plished. 
(he Chief Clerk read from the second sec- 
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- ee 
doesthe honorable Senator knowof any Statute 


_ which permits the foreclosure of a mortgage 


/upon notice published in a newspaper, 


| Is it enough to publish in a newspape 
| show to the court afterward that you 


With 
here? 
r and 
have 
cum- 


out something more than is provided 


published in a newspaper a notice to in 


brancers and the holders of liens and the 
representatives of interests ina piece of reg] 
estate as to which you propose to foreclose & 


mortgage? I think the Senator will search ;, 
vain for that. He will find, I think, that the 


| statutes require the searching out of the resi. 


dence of parties, the mailing to those parties 
of notice, giving them personal notice jf 
can be done, going to the shire town of the 
county and posting upon the front door of the 
court-house a notice that on such a day such 
and such proceedings ure to be had. That, | 
submit to the honorable Senator, is a yery 
different thing from publishing ina newspaper 


| somewhere in this broad realm a notice which 
| is not required to be sent to anybody, but of 





tion of the act relating to records of the courts | 


of the United States, as follows: 


“Said court shall cause said application to be 
entered of record in said court, and due notice there- 
of shall be given by personal service of a copy there- 
of upon each and every person interested therein, 
other than the party or person making such applica- 
tion, together with written notice that on a day cer- 
tain, not less than sixty days after such service, said 


| application will be heard by said court.”’ 





| 


Mr. CONKLING. That is a safeguard set | 


up to this doubly precarious proceeding. We 
are reminded that the admiralty jurisdiction 
knows instances of proceeding in rem, as the 


law styles them, without personal notice. Yes, | 
sir, if a valuable vessel floats on Lake Erie, | 


her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and her 
bull are all the time exposed in the admiralty 
jurisdiction of the country to be libeled. 
Does not every man see the safeguard that 
exists there? If the Presiding Officer of this 


body owns that vessel, wholly or partly, the | 


presumption is that he will know if his vessel 
is libeled ; but, as the Senator from Wisconsin 
well said, is that presumption of human inter- 
est to extend so far as to suppose that every 
citizen of the State of Maine will read every 
newspaper in the city of San Francisco, and 
ascertain whether anybody, by an unnamed and 
general proceeding, proposes to estop him and 
his heirsand assigns forever by putting arecord 


. || somewhere of lodgment in the city of San 
lish every record which resides anywhere, in || 


Francisco? 1 submit not. 
My honorable friend from New Jersey says 


that there is known to the jurisdiction of the | 


States a proceeding called a statutory fore- 
closure of mortgages. Yes, sir, there is a 
statutory foreclosure of a mortgage upon real 
estate—a permanent thing, residing there, all 
the owners of which are interested in it and 


which forty million peopie are to take notice 
whether they have actual notice or not. 

Mr. President, it seems to me that this ig g 
very improvident and a very unguarded pro 
ceeding, and I return to the question which | 
asked of the honorable Senator from Vermoni, 
It seems to me that when we ascertain by 
experience that under a statute so liberal as 
that which has been read to you, parties are 
unable to find the materials with which to 
reconstruct a record without notice, and tha: 
under the second section they are unable to 
find the place of residence of persons inter- 
ested, or the residence of their Represent 
atives, so as to make service upon them as 
required by the general statute, it will then b. 
time enough for us to insert a provision so 
broad as this. Nothing but practical demands 
and practical difficulties, it seems to me, can 
warrant an enactment so broad as this. It is 
not confined to Chicago. It is not confined 
to any place, district, or State. It is a gen- 
eral, standing enactment, and I think that 
the judicial experience of the country has not 
demonstrated its need, and certainly | know 
of nothing in the Chicago fire which reflects 
any light upon the proposition, broad and 
glaring as is the light which was shed by that 
tire. I submit that we ought not to pass the 
bill in this shape. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President—— 

Mr. SUMNER. 1 do not like to arrest this 
discussion, but I think I ought to call for the 
order of the day. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I think wecan 
have a vote on this bill :» a minute or two. 

Mr. SUMNER. No; I understand other 
Senators wish tospeak. i gave way yesterday. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen 
ator from Massachusetts demand the regular 
order? If he does it cuts off debate ou this 
bill. 


THE APPOINTING POWER. 
Mr. CARPENTER. I ask the Senator to 


yield to me for a minute. 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I desire to give notice 
that to-morrow at one o’clock, if it shall suit 
the convenience of the Senate, I shall call up 
the resolution I submitted as to civil service 
reform, and ask the indulgence of the Senate 
to submit a few remarks upon it. 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Massachusetts demands the regular order. | 
Mr. SUMNER. | ask for the regular order 
Mr. MORTON. I ask the Senator trom 
Massachusetts if he will not consent that the 
regular order be informally passed by, in order 
that I may move to take up from the table the 
resolution fixing the time of the adjournmen! 
of this session? 
Mr. SUMMER. That cannot be done with 
out opening a general debate. It will lead to 


will pay attention to it; but even in that case || debate. I hope the Senater will not regard me 
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aa spo 
aT el that I would proceed to-day on my 
amendment to the pending bill, and [ hope, 
therefore, I may be allowed to do so. 

Mr. MORTON. I then give notice that to- 
morrow, . ae 
take up the concurrent resolution fixing the 
\{ adjournment. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

, message from the House of Representa- 
» coc, by Mr. Isaac SrrouM, one of its clerks, 
announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills, in which the concurrence of the 
Senate was requested : 
~ A bill (A. R. No. 1055) to regulate the sal- 
ry of the consul at Tien-Tsin, China ; 

‘A bill (A. R. No. 497) granting a pension 
to Frederick A. Garlick, of Cortland county, 
New York ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 511) fixing the time from 
which pensions heretofore granted, or which 
may be hereafter granted, shall commence, 
and extending the time for the filing of appli- 
eations for the same; 

A bill (H. R. No, 1056) authorizing the sur- 
vey and marking of the boundary between the 
territory of the United States and the posses- 
sions of Great Britain, from the Lake of the 
Woods to the summit of the Rocky mountains; 

A bill (HU. R. No. 1057) granting a pension 
to Anna Butterfield,: mother of James A. B. 
Butterfield ; 


ey 


Live * 


a 


A bill (. R. No. 1058) granting a pension 
to Margaret Coggins, widow of Philip Coggins; 
A bill (A. R. No. 1059) granting a pension 


to Phoebe Haskall, widow of Sidney Smith; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1061) to authorize the 
payment of duplicate checks of disbursing 
officers; and 

A bill (HB. R. No 1062) to admit certain 
machinery imported from foreign countries, 
tree of duty. 

lhe message also announced that the House 
had passed a concurrent resolution for the 


printing of one thousand extra copies of the || 


sed to accommodate him, but it was | 


in the morning hour, I will move to | 


| ber 25, 1871. 


| esting convention. 


| days. 


| ‘ 
| country, say? 
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tions. I have here a large mass of evidence, 
which I enter upon with regret, with pain, be- 
cause it reveals & condition of things which no 
patriot can regard without regret and pain; but 
{ do it in the discharge of aduty. I know that 
I shall take too much of your time, certainly for 


| my strength and for your endurance, but not too 


much for the cause. The cause is so vast that 
it might justly occupy all of your time. 

| begin, sir, with the testimony of the col- 
ored convention held in Columbia, South Caro- 
lina, commencing October 18, and ending Octo- 
| have in my handa large pam 
phlet containing the proceedings of this inter- 
Here were our colored 
fellow-citizens assembled by their representa 


j 
i 
i 
} 


tives in convention, to consider what, in their | 


judgment, was necessary for the security of 
their rights. The convention sat for 
During all its proceedings I find no 
mention of amnesty, no prayer for the removal 
of the disabilities of rebels; more than once 
reports and resolutions in favor of the removal 
of their own disabiliiies. Here was a conven- 


many | 


tion of delegates from Alabama, Arkansas, the | 


District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Louis- 
iana, Maryland, Mississippi, South Carolina, 
lennessee, I'exas, and North 
what did these delegates, these representative 
men of our colored citizens throughout the 
[ have here a report which was 
adopted by the convention, made from the 


| committee on civil rights, by Mr. Pinehback, | 
| believe, an eminent citizen of Louisiana, and 


of that State. 
senate. The report is very brief; I will read it: 

“Your committee have had under consideration 
the subject of tue civil rights of the citizen, and the 
denial thereof by common carriers, common schools, 
innkeepers, &c., in some of the States, and have the 


| honor to submit the following reeommendations : 


“As there appears to be some doubt as to the civil 


|| rights bill conferring equal privileges and immu- 
|| nities upon all citizens, we respectiully recommend 


Jnited States Biennial Register for the year | 


1871. 

lhe further announced that 
House had passed a concurrent resolution for 
the printing of five thousand copies of the re- 
port of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office for 1870, ot which three thousand copies 
shall be for the use of the House. one thousand 
for the Senate, and one thousand for the land 
department. 

POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


message 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


bill (H. R. No. 880) for the removal of legal | 


and political disabilities imposed by the third 
section of the fourteenth article of amendments 


that Congress be earnestly petitioned to enact the 
supplemental civil rights bill, introduced into the 
Senate by the Senator from Massachusetts, as there 
can be no doubt as to the justice of such a law, and 
prejudiced judges and juries cannot then render a 


| verdict detrimental to the liberties of our citizens.”’ 


the || 


* * = x * x Me * * - 


“Very respectfully, 


~ 


oa 


S. PINCHBACK, 
3, A 


\. BOSEMON. Jr.. 
SDWIN BELCHER, 
. & CAMPBELL. 
JOHN F. QUARLES.” 
At. a subsequent day, Mr. Price, from a 
special commitiee, *‘ made the following re- 


an 


ak 


’ 


— 


| port, which was agreed to: ”’ 


to the Constitution of the United Srates, the || 


pending question being on the amendment of 
Mr. Sumner, to add certain sections, known 
as the supplementary civil rights bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I am very 
reluctant to intrude again upon the attention 
of the Senate. Nothing but my sense of the 
magnitude of the question could induce me to 
venture upon it. I feel that | should not do 
my duty, however, if I remaiued silent when | 
listen to the various allegations that a bill for 
the protection of equal rights is not needed ; 
then again, that it is not desired by the colored 


eople themselves; and then again, that the || ire : oe 
peor 7 S . “|| mands of his colored feliow-citizens. 


colored people desire the removal of the dis- 


abilities of the rebels rather than the removal || 


of their own disabilities. I might, perhaps, 
leave these allegations to be answered by the 
heart and the common sense of every Senator. 
Is it reasonable to suppose that the colored 
people can be thus indifferent to their rights ; 
that they can, as is alleged, prefer the removal 
of the disabilities of rebels to the removal of 
their own? Sir, the allegation is contrary to 
reason. I might deny it and stop there; but 
I shall not content myself with any such denial 
I should do injustice to this greatest of causes 
did I not give evidence against these allega- 


! 


** Resolved, That the committee on address be in- 


| structed to draft a memorial to the Congress of the 


United States, setting torth their grievances, and 
asking the passage of the supplementary civil rights 
bill, introduced by Mr. SuMNER, and now pending 
in the Senate. 

** Resolved, That the members of this convention 
do hold meetings ofthecolored people in their several 
States, and send up petitions to the Congress of the 
United States praying the passage of said bill.”’ 


The report recommending the passage of 
these resolutions was signed by ‘‘J. W. Price, 
chairman, R. B. HKiliott, J. H. Rainey, P. B. 


|| S. Pinchback, H. M. Turner, W. H. Grey.” 


‘These conclusions of this important conven- 
tion derive additional value from an admirable 


| statement made by one of their number, Mr 
| J. F. Quarles, of Georgia, entitied ‘‘the social 


problem of the South,”’ in which he sets forth 
with singular force and precision the just de- 
[ hope 
you will pardon me if I take some time in 
reading it. It is a colored citizen who speaks: 

‘Some ancient writer has said that the first part 
of equity is equality. Thus we may infer that if 
there is inequality of rights, there can be no equity. 
If this be true what shall we say of equality in the 
South? For, in whatever direction we go, whether 
it be in publie places of amusement, in the street 
cars, upon the railroad, in the hotel, or in the way- 
side inn, we encounter the invidious distinction of 
caste and oligarchy. Wecannot think of these things 
without impatience; we cannot speak of them with- 
out denouncing them as unworthy of an intelligent 
and humane people. Nay, we would be less than 
men if we didnot everywhére, and under all cir- 


Carolina; and | 


| at this moment prominent in the Legislature | 
I think he is president of the | 


‘Right well I know that these legislative enact- 
ments alone cannot remedy these social evils. But 
there is a grand and a moral power in the spectacle 
of a whole peeple arising to assert their rights and 
demanding justice, which can neither beoverlooked 
nor ignored. And now we ask the southern people, 
in all candor, if we have not borne this species of 
oppression long enough? We are weary of being 
consumed by this moloeh, Caste; we are weary of 
being hunted down by the ghost of the defunct sys- 
tem of slavery; we are weary of being reminded of 
servitude more galling than Egyptian bondage; we 
are weary of being treated as outcasts and strangers 
in the land of our nativity, and the home of our 
fathers; and we ask, as it is our right, that these 
odious discriminationsshall cease. ‘Loo long already 
have they been allowed to bear sway in this country. 
And surely now the time has come when their influ- 
ence should be destroyed; the time has come when 
their power ought to be broken; the time has come 
when they should perish from the land. To this 
end [invoke the spirit of our civilization; to this 
end I invoke the sentiments of humanity; to this 
end I invoke the spirit which inspired the Declara- 
tion of Independence; to this end invoke those 
divine sentiments that animated the great and good 
of every clime and every age. Let the abominable 
crimes against humanity be buried in the grave of 
oblivion, and write upon their tombstone no ‘ resur 
rection.’”’ 


These words were addressed to the colored 
convention, and embodied their sentiments and 
desires. | put this against the speeches of the 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr. H1it,] the Sena 
tor from Mississippi, |Mr. ALcorn,] and the 
Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Sawyer, | 
but this convention spoke for our colored fel- 
low-citizens generally throughout the country 
I come now to individual States; and sinee 
Georgia has, through her Senator on this floor, 
been most conspicuous in opposing equal rights. 
i begin with Georgia. I have in my hand a 
series of resolutions adonted at Macon, at a 
mass meeting numbering nearly four thousand 
persons, composed of colored and white citi- 
zeus from five different counties, and ordered 
to be sent to myself. The meeting was held 
January 2, 1872. The resolutions are not long, 
but they are excellent: 

‘Whereas there is pending before the United 
States Congress a bill known as the *Sumner’s 
Supplementary Civil Rights Bill,’ which bill pro- 
poses to abolish all distinction of caste, and give 
perfect equality in all public institution and com- 
mon carriers: and, whereas the newspapers of this 
State have reported Hon. Josuua HILt as having 
denied that the ‘colored people of Georgia’ desired 
the passage of the same, but that we were ‘terrible 
anxious’ for the passage of the ‘ amnesty bill :’ 

* Resolved, That we earnestly beg and pray the 
Congress of the United States to pass the said bill as 
a whole, and that we can never be complete Ameri- 
can citizens until sucn a law 18 enacted, a 

** Resolved, That our wives, daughters, ministers 
and legislators are the subjects of daily insults and 
outrage for the want of legal protection on the public 
highways, and other public corporations and insti 
tutions, and will be solong as we are denied the full 
rights of citizenship. : . 

Resolved, That we are invariably denied a meal 
of victuals by the railroad eating-houses, and when 
traveling are often made sick from hunger. | 

‘Resolved, That the representations of Hon 
Josuva HILL were made upon his own responsibility, 
so far asthe colored citizens of middle Georgia are 
aware, and that said representation certainly does 
not. express the desire of the colored people of this 
section of the State, nor do we believe they express 
the desire of fifty colored men in the State.’’ 

Such, sir, was the voice of a large public 
meeting, counted by thousands, in reply to the 
Senator from Georgia. 

But this is not all. I have in my hand a 
letter from Hon. H. M. Turner, a leading begis- 
lator of Georgia, a member of the upper house, 
and, as I have heard, one of the most eloquent 
speakers in the Legislature. He writes me as 
follows: 

Macon, Groroia, December 20, 1871. 

Str: Lam glad to see you are pressing your Civil 
Lights Bill still before the United States Senate. 
have only a few moments to write you at this time, 
but [ must relate a transaction which occurred day 
before yesterday morning. . 

Just as I was about to step on the Columbus train 
at Macon, I heard a white man aay to a well-dressed 
beautifal, modest-featured lady, “Ain’t you col- 
ored?” “Yes,” washer reply. “Well,” said he, “this 
is the white folks’s car; that is the car for negroes. 
So she very politely turned away and took a seat tn 
the car pointed out. I also stepped in the same car 
after her, and noticed that her looks and general 

| appearance had the mark of superior epee ay and 
fine culture. But not being acquainted with her I 
| did not dare to approach her even with “Good 
morning,” but sat and read the morning news, and 


cumstances, utter our earnest and solemn protest || afterward folded up the paper, end raising my hat, 


against this inhuman outrage upon our manhood, 


| asked her if she would like to see this morning’s 
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paper. She gracefully smiled, and accepted the 
same. and read till we arrived at the breakfast 
house, at Fort Valley. The white passengers all 
went out to brenkfast, and she politely arose 
from her sent and came to where I was sitting 
and enid that «he was from Boston, Massachusetts, 
had been traveling for some days and nights, was 


on her way to Alabama to take charge of a high 
school, and had had nothing to eat since she crossed 
the Potomac river, &c.; and would I be so kind as 
to step out to the hotel and ask the keeper to send 
her some breakfast on awniter., Linstantly replied, 
"Vor, yes,” and hastily left the train for the board- 


ing-house and made the necessary request. But the 
landlord asked, ‘Is she white or colored?” I told 
him she was colored, but she was a very respectable 
olored lady. ‘* Well,”’ he said, ‘we have not got 
enough cooked this morning for the white folks; so 
[ean’tletherhave anything.” ‘“But,’’ said I, “then 
sond her a cup oftea and a biseuit.”” “I can’t spare 
it,’ he anid. “Well,” said I, “let her come in, and 
fry hersome eggs.’ Said he, “I have got nothing 
in my house for her.’’ So I went back and stated, 
not only to her, but to all in the car, what was said. 
The affeir eo mortified some white Democrats on 
the train at the time that they even cursed about it, 
and, I believe, felt sorry for the colored lady. One 
white man (a Democrat, too) said that kind of pre- 
judice was damn foolishness; and he thought rail- 
road eating-houses ought to have one white table 
and one colored table, or let all eat together. 

I afterward found out that this colored lady was 
a graduate of a Boston high school, and then of a 
university. She tad letters vouching forthe highest 
ond most spotiess character. And in the face of it 
al! she could get nothing to eat from Aquia creek 
to Montgomery, Alabama, notwithstanding she had 
left home, relatives, and friends to educate a people 
who are in the future to wield, in part, the destinies 
of the nation 

Let the facts 
more. 

Your hambie servant, 
Hon. Caaries SuMNER 


H. M. TURNER. 


So much, sir, for the testimony from Georgia 
as to the necessity of the pending measure ; 
so mach for the protection afforded in Georgia 
to the equal righis ot a ] And yet the Sen- 
ator from that State insists that there is no 
occasion for this bill! 

But, unhappily, Georgiais notalone. From 
that State at the South | pass to my own hon 
ored Commonwealth of Massachusetts, which 
needs th 8 Same | have 
in my hands a letter dated at Chelsea, Massa- 
chusetts, December 25, 1871, as follows: 


benign intervention. 


Honorep Sir: I wish to submit to you a brief 
statement 

On Saturday last, the 23d instant, owing to the 
detention of o train from Lowell which should have 
reached Boston about half past ten o’clock at night, 

was landed in Boston about midnight. I live in 
Chelsea; but the cars had stopped running, and the 
ferry-boat also had stopped. It was therefore im 
possible for me to reach home without walking four 
or five miles, andit was raining hard. I went to the 
American House to find shelter for the night, but 
when I anompeed to register my name the clerk took 
away the book and told me they did not admit col 
ored persons, and that no first-class hotel in Boston 
would give mea bed orameal. Hesaidthe Ameri- 
can House was frequented by many slavedealers and 
southerners, and they would moke difficulty if we 
were admitted to the house or table. I was allowed 
to sit there the rest of the night, though not able to 
get bed or food 

This fact may be of use to you in your generous 
effort to protect us by a civil rights law. 

Very truly, C. R. BEAL. 

In support of this communication I have a 
brief note from Wendell Phillips, written on 
New Year's day, in which he 
outrage, and says that it was aggravated pecu- 
liarly by the state of the weather at the time, 
being one of the worst nights of the year, on 
which the storm was so bad and raged so 
furiously that it formed a special subject of 
comment in the papers the next day; and yet 
it was during that inclement weather that this 
person was ut out from the American Hotel 
in Boston, | believe the largest there. Now, 
what says Mr. Phillips of this sufferer? 

“Of him I can only say I know nothing of his 
moral character—that has nothing to do with his 
right to shelter in an inn—but in dress, manner, and 
general bearing he is what we call a gentleman, and 


wou!d compare well with more than half of the mem- 
bers of Congress in that respect.” 


refers to this 


And he, sir, suffered from this indignity ! 

i come now to South Carolina; and here if 
I call attention to comments on the speech of 
one of the Senators from that State he will 
know that I do it in no unfriendly spirit but 
simply in the discharge of a public duty. I 
have in my hand a letter from F. L. Cardozo, 
the very intelligent secretary of State of South | 


$$ - = - manana 


speak for themselves; I shall say no | 


| Carolina, a colored gentleman of excellent 


education and manners, and now a professor 
in Howard University. It is dated ‘‘ Wash- 
ington, January 6, 1872.’’ It is as follows: 

Dear Sin: I take the liberty of addressing you, 
the foremost champion of our oppressed race and 
the earnest advocate of our rights, on the subject of 
the supplementary civil rights bill that you are so 
eagerly and appropriately pressing in the United 
States Senate. 

Lam indaced to write you after reading several of 
the speeches of the Senators from the southern 
States, in one of which this remarkable passage 
occurs: “Sir, the colored people of the South ask 
this. The colored people of the South, could they 
be represented on this floor to-day, would say to the 
Senator from Massachusetts, ‘Hold off your bill 
until we can secure amnesty; we will get our rights 
under your bill sooner or later; we are willing to 
wait for the time when such a measure can be car- 
ried out and can pass, but give us amnesty.’ They 
have petitioned for amnesty with ten times as many 
petitions as have come up here for the passage of 
the Senator's bill. There has hardly been a con- 


| vention of colored men in the South who have not 


said to Congress, ‘ give us amnesty.’”’ 

The Senator is greatly mistaken in thus represent- 
ing the colored people. If he means to say that the 
colored people of most of the southern States, in a 
spirit of uncxampled generosity and forgiveness, did 


| not place any articles of disfranchisement in the 


constitutions of the reconstructed States, which they 
helped so largely to frame, he is correct. But they 
did so simply for the purpose of leaving the matter 
to Congress to regulate more conveniently by statute. 
They have also been willing hitherto to sign the 
petitions for removal of the disabilities of individu- 
als whenever presented to them. But when theSen- 
ator states that the colored people of his State or of 
the South earnestly wish amnesty for those who 
always have and are still oppressing them, and that 


they are willing that their own first rights should be | 


postponed until amnesty is granted, 1 am sure the 
Senator is greatly mistaken, and is not acquainted 
with the wants and does not know the opinions of 


the colored people, and has no authority whatever | 


to speak for them. 

The Legislature of South Carolina has passed a 
law giving precisely the rights contained in your 
“supplementary civil rights bill.””. But such a law 
remains a dead letter on her statute-books, because 
the State courts, comprised largely of those whom 


the Senator wishes to obtain amnesty for, refuse to || 


enforce it. 
The colored people of the South are looking earn- 


estly to the Congress of the United States for the | 


passage of your bill, or one containing similar pro- 
visions. If their united voices could be heard they 
would intreat the representatives of the Repub- 
lican party in Congress to finish their great work by 
the passage of your bill, andthus remove the degrad- 
ing usage they arecompelled to submit to. 

Weare astonished that Republican Senators who 
were in favor of the amnesty bill refuse to attach 
the “supplementary civil rights bill” toit. It scems 
to us a reversal of the maxim, “ Be just before you 
are generous.’’ We naturally ask, why such eager 
haste to do an act of generosity to those who scorn 


| and would smite the hand that does it, while deny- 


ing an act of justice to those who have always been 
faithful and true, and who now look to the national 
Government for their protection? 

But I venture to say further, that while the col- 


ored people of the South have always been in favor | 
of amnesty, Lam sure that now, when they see their | 


leading men assassinated, their wives and children 
brutally whipped in the dead of night by Ku Klux, 


a band of the most cruel conspirators that ever dis- | 
graced any civilized cuuntry, they seriously ques- || 


tion the wisdom of the policy that would remove the 


| disabilities of such men and restore them to posi- 


tion, thus giving them the opportunity of carrying 


out more successfully their fiendish designs. And | 
| they are surprised and indignant that those who | 
happen to represent their State for the time being |! 


should pretend to represent their feelings. 


| Those whointerpret the forgiveness and patience | 
of the colored people under their injuries as imply- 


ing an indifference to their rights, or a willingness 
to postpone them until questionable acts of gener- 
osity are done to those who are depriving them of 
their rights, completely misunderstand them, and 
their pretension to represent them isthe most ridic- 
ulous and unwarrantable presumption. 

The forgiveness and patience of the colored peo- 
ple prove only their generous nature and their will- 
Ingness to await constitutional and legal remedies 
to right their wrongs. 

Thanking you for your noble zeal in our behalf, I 
have the honor to be, very respectfally, &c.. 

F. L. CARDOZO, 


Necre tary of State of Nouth Carolina, 
Hon. CHARLES SuMNER, United States Senate. 


But this is not all. I have here an article 
from the Columbia Daily Union, of December 
30, 1871, entitled ‘‘A South Carolina Senator 
speaks for the Colored People of the South.”’ 
| will read some passages from it: 


“In the United States Senate Chamber on the 


2ist instant, upon the consideration of Senator Sum 


| NER’S supplementary qjvil rights bill as an amend- 
| ment to the amnesty bill, Senator SawYeEr said the 


reat mistake in the reconstruction of the southern 
tates was the imposition of any political disabili- 


| sachusetts, in his zeal for equal rights, was «o. 


| writer proceeds: 
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ties, and it was due to that mistake th 
had now a government which was a disgrace to +), 
Republican party and a scandal to the pth the 

efore the civilized world. The Senator from Mee 


at his State 





to tack his amendment on to this bill; but the 
ored people of the South, if they could be he. 
would themselves gay to that Senator, ‘Give ys. 
nesty first; we will be sure to get our rights jean, 
or later, under your bill.’” si. 


Then, after some further remarks, }}; 
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South, and says we desire amnesty first, that we 
sure to get our rights sooner orlater. In using 
language Mr. SAWYER misrepresents the sentino,, 
ofthe colored people ofthe South. Cuarurs Suyyey 


‘And then he speaks for the colored people of :), 


| knows the wants and desires of the colored peop! 


the South as well aa of the entire country for bets, 
than the gent/eman from South Carolina, Afro 
years and years of slavery, proscription, {nsylis 
and inhuman treatment, we want no further pox: 
ponement of our rights as men and citizens, ,, 
long have we suffered as pariahs and outeaste of 
the nation to use such an indefinite term in regar; 
to the acquisition of ourrights as ‘sooner or jate;.’ 


| While the bloody hand of the Ku Klax is over oy; 


heads, while we are being torn trom our homes apa 
brutally whipped and murdered, our women ray. 
ished, and onr homes and_ school-houses apd 
churches lain in ashes, we are to say, ‘Stop! Give 
these gentlemen amnesty. Never mind our righ 
They will come sooner or later. We have suffered 
two hundred years; we can suffer two hundred 
years longer.’ Notatall. If amnesty must eoip 
et civil rights come with it. In sweeping away 
the results of the war, sweep away the results oj 
slavery. They will do very well to go together, 
**It was the desire of the convention of colored 
men, which sat in this city a few months ago, that 
this bill of Mr. SumNeER’s should pass at as early 4 
day as possible. This it is, we hope, Congress wil| 
do, and not allow itself to be deluded into the ideg 


| that the gentleman from South Carolina isa mouth. 


piece for the colored people of the South.” 

Sir, I think this double testimony from the 
writer in the newspaper and the secretary of 
State of South Carolina is a complete answer 
to the speech of the Senator assuming to speak 
for the colored people. especially when | con 
sider how unreasonable was that speech, how 
unreasonable to suppose that men smarting 
under the denial of their rights conid will 
ingly consent to the postponement of the rem- 
edy, and generously bestow upon their ene- 
mies what is called amnesty. Why, sir, it is 
so unreasonable that the moment it is stated 
the human heart leaps impulsively to give the 
answer. 

From South Carolina, a former slave State, 
I pass to Ohio, always a free State. I have in 
my hands a telegraphic dispatch addressed to 
myself, dated Columbus, January 8, 1872, as 
follows: 

Hon. CHARLES SumNER, Washington: 


Five hundred colored citizens of Columbus send 
greeting, and we trust that when Congress reasseu- 
bles you will press with renewed interest your 
amendment to the amnesty bill, and we will ever 
hold you and your efforts in our behalf in grateful 


remembrance. 
J.S8. TYLER, and others. 


Then afterward, by due course of the post, 
came a copy of the resolutions adopted at the 
public meeting thus heralded, as follows: 


‘Whereas when the bill was before the Senate of 
the United States granting general amnesty to all 
who were engaged in the late rebellion against the 
Government Hon. CHarLES SuMNER, Senator from 
Massachusetts, offered an amendment to said bill 
making it a penal offense for any hotel, steamboat, 
railroad company, or any keeper of any public place 
of amusement or entertainment, to deny any colored 
person any right or privilege granted to any white 
person under the same circumstances; and whereas 
this amendment was lost by one vote, Senators vot- 
ing against it assigning as a reason for so voting 


| that colored people themselves were neither asking 


nor needing any such legislation as the amendment 
proposed: Therefore, 

* Resolved, That said Senators were wrong and Mr. 
SUMNER was correct. Colored persons absolutels 


| need and fervently pray for just such legislation; 
| for in many places in the United States they are 


daily and hourly made to suffer from these discrim- 
inations against them on account of their color, whose 
prevention or punishment that legislation contem- 
plates.’”’ ~ 7 © *~ * 7 * * 

* Resolved, That in our opinion, the full, peaceful 
and equal enjoyment of our rights, as citizens of the 
United States, is to be achieved only through 4 
judicious use of the elective franchise and the 
persistent efforts of Mr. SumNeR and other just and 
philanthropic members of Congress. 

** Resolved, That Mr. SuMNER'S amendment was as 


| opportune as it was just and necessary. Certainly, 


if men whose treason, whose efforts to destroy the 
Government have worked a forfeiture of the right# 
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r aitizenship, were to be reinvested with thoserights | took a severe cold, and suffered severely for a con- 
of citing with power to enforce their observance, — siderable time from the effects. I was on my way to 


Island, do most sincerely eee that every member 
of Congress will interest h 























e . -_ imself in our behalf for 
4 yose every breath has been loyalty to the represent my people in the Legislature. Again, | rights and justice; and we appeal especially to the 
ernment, and all of whose blows have been di- | once saw a very respectable colored man and his Republican members, as we claim to be a compo- 
pene +o its maintenance, should not plead in vain | family, consisting of a wife and two small children, nent part of that party, hoping that they may be 
Tec\ eu who labored with them, to those who suf- denied first-class passage on board the United States true and just to an ever loyal people, and not with- 
tot i and sacrificed with them for that legislation || mail-boat. The gentleman hg got on board with hold from us such protection as will protect us in 
Here ed indispensable to the freest enjoyment of his family, went into the cabin. He was told to get our civil rights before the law; that by passing 
Pro's blessings Which are the fruits of their joint out, buthedeclined. Themanager,inordertoavoid such laws it affects the rights of nearly one mil- 
vee sacrifices, and sufferings. || carrying this family, took out the mailand sent it by lion legal voters in the United States of America 
ONO peolped, Thatwhat we demand of our countrys || land to its destination. The boat was then carried to whose rights are now ignored, 

this J tise nsofthe United States 1s equality ofrights under anchor in the middle of thestream, and all the water ** Resolved, That we instruct the president and sec- 
3 ee iaws, As regards the duties and burdens of citi- |, drawn out of the water-casks, leaving the colored _ retary of this meeting to forward the above memo- 
te. we are mude to bear and perform them in com- family entirely without water and food. rial and resolutions to Hon. CHARLES SUMNER, to 
f the eee with our white fellow-citizens, and we do so The gentleman and his wife were highly educated | present the same to the Congress of the United 
e elrfaily. Lf taxes are needed for the support of |, and respectable. Their vocation was teaching, and | States of America, asking them in the name of a 
uch Ge rernment, the levy is as heavy on our property | none in the place stood higher in estimation for re- hundred thousand martyrs of our race, who have 
men nd labor us on those of white persons; if blood spectability and neatnessin theirgeneralattire. The | sacrificed their lives on the battle-fields of rebellion 
MNP he necessary to preserve our territorial integrity, a | Geren is now clerk in the chancery court of that our country might live, to pass Senator Sum- 
le of musket is put into our hands and we are hurried to arren county, Mississippi. ex NER'S supplement to the civil rights bill, that it may 
ettey ‘ ront with our white brotvers; and therefore || On another occasion my own wife was told to leave become a law. 
After what weask, justice, to say nothing about humanity, the ladies’ cabin, and to take her place in this dirty A ool 1 -gities f Pp 2 
sults wie eadily concede is but a proper equivalent for || hole set apart for colored persons, where the firemen A colored citizen of Providence, Rhode 
Bost: the cheerfulness with which we have borne and dis- || and lowest hands of the vessel slept at nights, situ- || Island, Rev. William IF’. Dickerson, expresses 
Loo charged the burdens and duties exacted of us as || ated generally near to the water-closet, and men are himself in a letter to myself as follows. | read 
ts of citizens of the U nited States. continually passing to and from it. lem binef extract: ~ 
: * Doenlped further, That Mr. SuMNER and those who | Such, sir, are the privileges which we are at pres- only a@ brief extract: 
h ’ ‘ } | ty Sa . ray t ' I . , 
are codperating with pm to piace aoe rights upon a | on onroyins ae pe pees of America. ; “We watch with pleasure and interest all that is 
rour cafe and firm footing, have ourconfidence, our affec- or the truth of these facts I vouch ; and for my said or done in favor of your bill, and shall beseech 
3 and tion, and our thanks, and they wiil ever be held by || character[ can refer you to Hon. C. L.Coss, or to || the throne of Almighty God that He may grant its 
Eay ys and ourchildren in grateful remembrance. || ex-Governor Holden. early passage.” 
ind i a ede, dines! Ei gas i Wishing you well in all your undertakings, I am, aie > ‘ 
Gire These, sir, are public expressions. add || your humble servant, F. A. SYKES A colored citizen of Rhode Island has fur- 
ik . to them a passage from a letter” written by | Hon. CuarLes SuMNeER, na § eg nished me with a memorandum, in his own 
ae S Douglass C. Griffing, at Oberlin, Ohio, under | United States Senate, Washington, D. C. | handwriting, of an injustice toa colored family 
ome date of December 13, 1871. his letter is | I have also a letter froma person of familiar || which came within his own personal knowledge. 
a important as directly meeting the allegation || name, H. R. Helper, dated at Salisbury, North | I read it: 
8 of » na enantio tne ‘ : : Is P Fs : “ : . 
, so ofien made that this isa question of society, Carolina, January 1, 1872, from which | will A few years ago a charming child, four years old, 
lored when, as | always Insist, It 18 a question of || read a brief passage : oe in mae nert Beets sane, Its father sought 
that qual rights, no question of society. Society oor . penuh ica ma decent and unproseribed burial! for its remains in the 
riya equa! s ‘ { htt: “Mate eet non Hi The country ne eds speedy pacification anda last- || cemeteries of the city. He was refused, and could 
8 will has n thing to ao with 1. 1s writer thus ing reunion, Your Civil Rights Bill and the Uni- give it in that city interment only in a pauper’s 
ides expresses himself: wae pmmnaaty A —— into law would do grave. Ile lived by the ocean side. He resolved to 
Outh- “Wedo not wish to force ourselves into American || ”"° os ee ee - ones. : 7 ‘ oo his darling in a leaden coffin and bury it in 
society unweleomed. Social equality seems to be l'his is the testimony of a white citizen in || God's ——— ooenh, but the snecher weer 
1 the the bugbear at which American justice is fright- || North Carolina; but this is not all. Among || B0t consent. | The remains were put in a vault and 
= ened, and the eolored man denied many public . +s ; . 7, oN U'® || finally conveyed for interment to another State, 
ry of rivileges accorded to other American citizens the conspicuous citizens there is Judge Cant Fiaié ia anbthés thitiibe knactibonll a tl 
privileges : ther ‘ Bd)! : . . re 1s another ins > mentior 
swer “What we ask now, is simply equal public priv well, who on January a (the anniversary ot . a ; , ape y vais 
peak ileges, and a _ ee. be ne be po rhea to | emancipation) made an eloquent address. writer: 
late itself without the interference aw | : : : . | T ' : ‘Within afew years, : - 
con regulate itself mithout the interference of the law || which is published in the North Carolina | |4,.W ighin a few years. a colored woman of sxem- 
f any Sta s. 2 ‘ ¢ 8 . ° sua FI aracy B ecity ot we ort, Oo 
how that the several States of the Union shall be pro- |} papers, from which I[ read a brief extract : sland. She wasthe member of a Baptist church. 
rling hibited from peed or enforcing a — hich “ The immediate passage of the supplementalcivil | It was admitted that she contributed more gener- 
will makes invidic aad merenetions on poenenia color. || rights bill of Mr. SUMNER, and the election of a Re- | 0Usly, considering her means, than any other mem- 
Wo desire socia Tie ats, so far as they are affected || publican President in 1872, are still necessary, inmy | ber ofherchurch. Hercharacter was in accordance. 
rom: by law at present. 4 liad ’ || opinion, to isolate and crystallize beyond disturb- Her last request was that her remains should be 
ene- | come now to the State of North Carolina, || ence, dispute, or recall the rights tuen acquired. If = Liner somreneh Obie church. op peday atthe 
a, . ae » 10% agitate uneral services her remains were left in the vesti- 
itis vbich is r se | were a colored man I should not cease to agitate, Wie e. a ny OE O: $C 
oy which is repres nted on this floor by a sen: |] nor would I feel safe until these results had also bule. They were refused admission into the church 
‘ated ator W ho recorded His name, according to my | been achieved. Thenceforward I think we may because ot her color. : he yery Bible used for the 
e the recollection, against the pending amendment, || anticipate for this country a permanent and un- | S°Fvices Was presented by this member while living. 
placing amnesty to rebels above justice to his = ——— of = political wees. It is evident that this reform is needed in 
i ; a ‘ ; | Dased upon the free and cordial recognition of the ) . ‘ om : J . 
tate, colored fellow-citizens. How that isregarded, 1] scalinital indliahdaiatieventl uesmniiterné on sane dere- Rhode Island as well as in North Carolina. 
ve in will appear from a letter which | have received || spectiveofraceand formercondition. This the great l pass now to Arkansas; and here | read a 
. ° . > ‘ : ‘Ying \ i > , 2 i apt TT > : ] 7 sal 6 - j 

od to this morning from a member of the house of || Magna Charta of your liberty I consider indispens- | letter from a distinguished eitizen of Arkan- 

_ ae 15 tN : ; ous | able to any fixed constitutional adjustment, and sas—I believe that the Senators {rom that Stat 

“, as representatives of North Carolina, as follows: || from them I perceive a future of untold and bril- F : : Te ae aera aes 

_ House or REPRESENTATIVES, || liant national triumphs, and the beginning of a new will vouch for his character and his ability— 
Raveron, Norr CaRoutna, 15th First, 1872. } epoch. i i. a The leaders of an | W. H. Grey, a colored gentleman, an orator, 
i i : . . ° Ss “cess re 8e I m utter TC 7 
tn Sin: Teg permission to tender you my sincerest || unsuccessful revolt are seldem, propitiated by con- | strong Republican, and a devoted supporter 
me thanks for a » favors y re are still | : ’ _ oy BEVe rs ayEaE Sone 5, WBE 6 : adult Se ahead T y 
seu Sanke | all the ease ou have done, and arestill | their loyalty is ordinarily measured by their fears; | Of the present Administration. The letter is 
} ait i ° : : ‘ etility i atr: > th 2ere ‘ » ae 
nin I thank you for the great watchfulness which you || our latent a ig oe ane by the pores: as follows: . 
teful have evinced already for securing the rights of the || 22¢ mean attempts reventy, made sees ioe Wasuinaton Crry, D.C., 
olered lo os fall A ce ore || freedom of opinion and elections, and to embarrass Jimi S Te 
colored people as full American citizens, though I || va : : + “hi : : Jvanuary ¥, 19t4,. 
er: fully avow, sir, that such rights shall, and never will |! the citizen in the exercise of his newly acquired civil a ee se f tl re 
ers. raiisein aie, aaeei aaa tints anemia t sine | rights. The sooner these things are stopped and the DEAR SIR: Lhe importance to us of the passage 
* Bt ahr Da you Dave su — “ in passing | 1€ || public mind impressed with the conviction that all of your supplementary civil rights bill cannot be 
st, ® , ( ‘ > 4 B ft » ii & - ° ; reresti ¢ To. ,@ . j » SS t} 

p iit athed fltates, w arguing before the Senate |! further struggles in thatdirection are hopeless—and | OVveres timated. To-day ¢ vores men in the South, 

t the Sir, until that is passed all our so-called “free || the Passage of Mr. Sumner’s bill will contribute to pee yy in high and responsible positions, both State 
rights” are myth They ave silasly ” aire babies” |! that result—the sooner will mutual interest be devel- | &M aeeens. are often treated - Ath leas considers 

te of Thave been made to suffer in nore than one ;,- || Ped: the animosities of race disappear as in Eng- tion than favored servants In hotels and pos pani 

sea stance upon the publiccarriage on account f a || land, and our country resume its predestined and | (OnVeyances. in my recent trip from Little Rock, 

ap color . a hae = oF my || inevitable and peaceful career.” Arkansas, to this city I was sold a first-class ticket 

t the Nor j ‘ : Sir. i hos i ‘thie North Caro! at the depotin Memphis. The Memphis and Chartes- 

from Nor is oo an isolated case. All respectable | Sir, in t ose words of this North Carolina ton company permitted me to ride in their first-class 
dbl met gba ies are-aney Seating Ceengpens the || orator there is much that may be a guide to the coaches, bat the Best Tennessee and V irsinis roads 
at, i ai . e erica. : ; ° ; , sisted. 

place Here isan instance unparalleled in history (sacred | Senate. He clearly sees what is needed for Paselas eer sana} he whole route. aah ion toes 

lored or profane.) - ama member of the Legislature of || OUr COuntry, that we can have peace, final, days and nights I was compelled to buy cakes, &e., 

white aaa nate pate: % on meee the || enduring peace, only on the basis of the equal ~ = Se the whole a 

eas Hous é ste: ) any. On return- : . 28€ ads, every tel : é -| S in 
ee ing home my onlyroute is oa the line eet migiagto | rights of all. = i dosed alan ae Pen anne rowag yee ree 
oting the said company; and on this | am denied a first- || From the former slave State of North Car- It is said by some southern Senators that their 
aking wie eestor gba dg So pene een || olina | pass to a constant free State, Rhode || ore cues do not ask the ree. of se 

men 2 boat, a place set aps plored people ;”’ | : ih A ; 7 ao rill. you desire an expression of the wishes o 
a place, sir, only suited for the meanest and filthiest || Island. I have here the report of a meeting | the colored people of the South on this subject you 

d Mr. wretches on earth. Such are those which Americans || held in Providence on the Isf of January to | will find it in their united prayer to you (‘rom their 

utely can race irrespective of wealth, education, || commemorate Emancipation, where certain convention held in Columbis. Bouin Catolins, in 

jon; ent . de . | rec j sre > P whic 73] - Jctober, 15/1) to use the power of your influence in 

y are noe if I am_a free citizen of this “grand Repub- || ™ solutions were adopted, of which I will read | the Senate of the United States to procure the pa 

cril- ns why am I denied privileges which are given to || one: sage of this righteous act. 

vhose eine brother, er ee - asight be the basest ||‘ Whereas there are certain papers circulating in Lt used to be said the negro was contented and did 

rae arms of justic ? Sit <7 boon woh . han from the || the North, stating that the colored people do not || B0t want to be free. As to the correctness of such 

shine eens e ; imp y ion ec ances to have | wish Senator SUMNER’S supplententary bill to pass | @8sertions let mankind judge. 

eof Soaae nae pemene Ses ee seas ae '| Congress: Therefore, The colored people of Arkansas, and, I uty say, 

ae am denied the ights of fi ‘iti sata 7 eblackI || “Resolved, That we colored people pray earnestly to || the entire Mississippi valley, desire it; for they are 

igh a established no b of a freecitizen onthe very line || God that this bill nay become a law and cover every || subjected to untold inconveniences daily, thereby 

i the teh ek ny Pow Ayalbepenipecpaginween $e pon || inch and foot of this great Republic.” | materially crippling their intercommercial inter- 

t an aan ion 1 took passage On a steamboat, I | hi ' ‘ e ‘ , course, DOW in its infancy, by reason of the preju- 
on re but was refused first-class ac- | There was also a meeting at Newport in | dices of persons specially interested in amnesty. 

asx PB cepodation: and because t would not consent to || Rhode Island, where resolutions were adopted, |, Le afords the peoplo.of my Sat’ especial ailifa 

, ° . : no at the Senators o ans: ) 
y the race I had to sleep all night (as best I could) on a some of which I will read: : 1 your bill. . 
ights seat in the saloon. The night was so bleak that I |! “Resolved, That we, citizens of the State of Rhode || No one truly patriotic, and whose philanthropy is 
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not restricted by color or previous condition, can 
doubt that these two great acts of relief, the one of 
justice to aclass long denied the rights you would 
give, the other of generosity toward repentant rebels, 
should be coupled together, that we be permitted to 
rejoice in restored rights when a generous people 
shall «weep from the political arena the last vestige 
of the late war, and restore them their forfeited priv- 


ileges 
een sir, your most obedient servant, 


W. H. GREY. 


Hon. CHAKLES SUMNER 


I believe, sir, that you will admit that this 
letter is written in the spirit of a statesman. 
Ihe writer naturally vindicates his race. He 
sees how much higher justice is than gener 
osity, and how absurd it 18 to place what is 
called amnesty to rebels before justice to the 
colored race. 

From Arkansas, a former slave State, I pass 
Here 
| have in my hand a 
Pennsylvania State Equal 
signed by persons in all the 
ot Pennsylvania, sent to me 
league, William D. 


to Pennsylvania, always a free State. 
the evidence is ample 
petition from the 
Rights League, 
lead ug counties 
by the 
Forten, 

“This petition is from an organized body of ten 
years inding, embracing the colored voters of the 
State, and extending into nearly all the counties, 
Its influence, weight, andaction, represent the peo- 
ple’s will, and it can command the balance of power 
of Pennsylvania. Will you, sir, present this in our 
name, that the country may know how we feel at 
this day on this important subject ?” 


ecretary of tne 


who writes thu 


And now would you know howthese voters, 
conastituling the balance of power in Pennsyl 
? Listen to 


vania, fee! 
their prayer 


on this great question’ 


* The undersigned, officers and representatives of 
the Pennsyivania State Equal Rights League, most 
respectiuily ask your honverable body to speediy 
pase the bill presented by Hon. Cnaries SuMNER, 
as supplementary to the eivil rights bill. We 
ask this that our Government may bein fact atrue 
Republic, the rights of the humblest citizen acknowl 
edged, and his person protected. We ask this on 
behalf of the colored voters of this State, who have 
commissioned us to pray you forthe removal of these 
discriminations which virtually destroy our copsti- 
tutional rights The restoration of our political 
franchise and acknowledgment of our citizenship by 
the eupreme law of the land should alone have 
placed us beyond the reach of the tyrants who still 
linger among us, the living landmark of slavery’s 
degrading entsi!ments; but alas, itis not so! We 
now ask the interposition of positive law to prevent 
the daily outrages on the law-abiding colored citizen. 
We ask this, because in performing our duties, ful- 
filling our obligations, or seeking enjoyment, we are 
ill-treated, insulted, and common civility denied us. 
The anomalous position we occupy is crueily and 
needlessly degrading. Hqual in the law, equal with 
the ballot. equally taxed, and bearing equai.y allthe 
responsibilities of the citizen, we are stripped of 
the babiliments deciared self-evident by the fathers 
through a defiant, unlawful, uocuristian sentiment. 

“Weask the passage of this billthatthespirit and 
letter of the law may be in strict conformity; that 
the rights, privileges, and immunities conferred on 
all citizens by the statute shall not be denied to us 
by the base practices of the disloyal in sentiment; 
that the sacred pledges of the Constitution of the 
United States to maintain usin freedom impartially, 
in the enjoyment of all rights equally, shall not be 


" 


Franklin county, Pennsylvania, from which I 
will read a brief sentence : 


‘Sir: This bill of yours is the best measure that 
has been offered yet. I hope you may be sustained 
by the people, and that Congress will see the neces- 
sity of promptly passing the bill.” 

Another letter from A. H. Phillipps, of Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania, reveals one of the inequali 
ties which now exist in the educational system 
of the country. {think no Senator can hear 
this without feeling the outrage : 

READING, PENNSYLVANIA, January 8, 1872. 

Dear Sik: You no doubt will wonder who is 
addressing you from the Democratic stronghold of 
Pennsylvania. Thesubject I wish to refer to and 
ask your advice is as follows, which has reference 
to our schools: several years ago the Reading 
school board provided a separate scbool-house for 
the colored people, which is situated outside of the 
populated part of the city. The colored people had 
no other remedy but to submit, although their chil- 
dren had to tramp the snows and rains of winter for 
several miles; but at last a new era has dawned 
upon that race who have borne the chains of slavery 
so many years. Thecivil rights bill has erased the 
lines of distinction which our school board made. 
To-day IL, as one of the controllers, have given 
orders to admit four colored children into the sec- 
tion in which they reside; that is, I admitted them 
into the white schools. I have done what all the 
rest of the controllers refused to do. Iam now 
threatened with impeachment in the board, and 
there are also threats made to dismiss the colored 
scholars, and send them back to their own school, 
out of the section. Can younot give me advice what 
course [shall pursue? If the colored man votes in 
the section, can the school board send his children 
out of his section to school? Will you ask the 
Attorney General ot the United States his opinion ? 
Then Lwill fight them. 

You will oblige, yours, truly, 

A. H. PHILLIPPS. 
Hon. CHARLES SUMNER, 


United States Senator, Washington, D. C. 


Does any one say that the separate school 
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| up ‘‘ the lost eause’’ of the rebellion aya em 


body it in their preamble and constitut ie 
Sir, against that I declare my opposicion a: all 
times, I stand on the great principles declarej 
by our fathers, those axiomatic and self ey; 
dent truths, which. being axiomatic and aclt 
evident, are beyond question, aud those ] c 
sist shall be maintained by the legislation of 
Congress carrying out the provisions of the 
Constitution of the United States. ™ 

‘This testimony from the Ku Klux Klan y.. 
veals to us the necessity of the legislation thy: 
I now propose. But this is not all. [have , 
letter from H. J. Europe, of Mobile, Alabam, 


| from which ] will read a few p 18Sages: 


provided for these colored children is an equiv- || 


alent for the common school? Does not this 
case reveal the very hardship which I tried to 
portray the other day inmy remarks? I then 


insisted that it was only through the common || 
school that equal education could be obtained, || 


that the separate school from its very nature 


must be a fuilure, and that it never couldafford | 


equal education; and now comes this testi- 


| mony in support of my remarks. 


annulled by the baletul sentiment of secession and ; 


slavery exercised by petty despots who defy the law 
as it now exists, and outrage colored citizens with 
impunity. 
“For the passage of this bill, which will secure 
simple justice to all, your petitioners will ever 
pray, &c,”’ 


in harmony with this petition is a letter | 
which | hold in my hand from one of the most | 


intelligent and cultivated young gentlemen that 
1 know of his age in the country, Richard T. 
Greener, a graduate of Harvard University, 
with all the scholarship which could be ob 
tained at thatseat of learning, a colored youth, 


now at the head of the Institute for Colored | 


Youth io Philadelphia. He writes me, under 
date of November 27, as follows: 


‘*Drar Str: [have noticed the report in the promi- 
nent journals that you intend to introduce at the 
spproaching session your bill supplementary to the 
civil rights bill. 

“Since some such measure isimperatively needed 
by the colored people of the country, all measures 
paling short of this being mere stones instead of 

read, I have determined to ask you whether it 
would not help to strengthen your appeal were you 
sustained by a petition from the colored people of 
the entire country? LI could guaranty twenty-five 
thousand names from Pennsylvania alone.” 


I have also a letter from a colored clergy- 
man, Rev. Moses Anderson, of Greencastle, 


| 


| now come to Alabama, unhappily once a 
slave State, unhappily at this moment troubled 
by what is known as the Ku Klux. 


* Perhaps you may think that we ought to be satis. 
fied ; thut enough has been done for us; that we are 
ungrateful. I havetried to think so, too, 
be ungrateful. Yes,weareungrateful. But we are 
men, although incased in black skins. And, sir the 
fact that we are men, having the same fuculties 
though forthe most part undeveloped, and subjected 
to the same aspirations, passions, and weaknesses qc 
other men, should explain all.” = * a: SS 

“Tt may not be out of place to state that the oo}. 
ored women, no matter of how good a character of 
how much dignity and refinement, if they wish t 
visit a theater, are obliged to climb three or foyr 
flights of stairs, and then sit amoung the harlots; to 
stand on the plattorms of strect cars, sleep on the 
floors of steamboats, and on railroads to ride in the 
smoking-cars, and in nearly every case are charged 
first-class fare. We hope, however, with assistance 
of God, that youwilltriumph.” * * * « 

“IT see from the papers that you voted againg 

amnesty to these unrepentant rebels. I hope ths 
yapers told the truth, for, in my bumble judgment 
[ cannot believe that such men as John Forsy;y 
ought ever to holdoftice. Why, here the police wear 
confederate gray, and the lives of colored people 
and white Republicans are not safe in our State 
There are several men now On trial before the Uni- 
ted States circuit court, charged with ‘Ku Kluxing,’ 
And until our lives are safe, I think. with all of my 
people, that we want no amnesty bills pussed.’’ 


We may 


I come now to the State of Virginia. You 


| have already had many petitions presented 


from that State, asking for the passage of the 
supplementary bill. One was presented the 
other day by the Senator from that State, [Mr 
Lewis,] signed by several thousand colored 
citizens. 1 presented one this morning, signed 
by a large number of the senators and repre 


| sentatives in the Legislature of that Siate 


in my hand the constitution and by-laws of | 


the Kn Klux in one of the counties of Ala- 
bama, and with your permission will read the 
preamble: 

“* Whereas, in the present condition of the coun- 
try, it is necessary that there should exist some 
organization by and through which good citizens 


may be enabled to act promptly and efficiently in 


securing the election to office of competent men; 
men who hare never pandered to the detestable doc- 
trine of negro equality, nor forsaken the cause of 
their race for the contemptible object of self- 
agcgrandizement; and whereas it is also necessary 
that the civil authorities should be sustained and 
upleld in a strict, prompt, and rigid enforcement 
of the law against all wrong-doers; and whereas 


there are certain offenses that may be committed by | 


a class of the population in our midst which the 
law neither does nor can punish: Therefore, 
‘To secure a white man’s Government’’— 


Mark, if you please, the words of this Ku 
Klux constitution— 
‘to enforce the law, to preserve order, and to pro- 
tect all good citizens and persons in the fall and 


peacetul enjoyment of life, liberty, and property, 
and in the prosecution of their daily business, free 


from fear of molestation or hinderance, we do adopt || 


for our government the following constitution and 
by-laws.’’ 


Then foilow the constitution and by-laws, I 
need not say brutal and atrocious in character ; 
but you will not fail to mark that the central 
point of this whole organization is to secure a 
white man’s Government; that is, to carry out 
the original object of the rebellion as declared 
by Jefferson Davis, on this floor, in his fare- 


well address, and afterward announced by 


Alexander H. Stephens, vice president of the 
rebellion, in his too famous speech. 


Now, if you please, I will read a brief leue: 


ot from P. K. Jones, of the house of delezates 
rave | 


Hovsk oF DELEGATES, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, 
December 30, 1871. 
Dear Sir: The supplement to thecivil rights bi! 

now before Congress, is agitating the country from 
one end of the land to the other, a bill which every 
colored man in the land needs. I see that you are 
the author of the same, as you are of all the great 
progressive movements in this country. I cannot 
enumerate the wrongs that are perpetrated upon 
our people in this State. We cannot go to the cap- 
itol unless being proscribed in the street cars in 
which we ride. Sir, cannot something be done? 


Yours, truly, P K JONES 
Hon. CHARLES SUMNER. 


I have here, also, a Virginia newspaper 
the National Virginian, of January 6, frow 
which I will read a brief article: 


* The Supplementary Civil Rights Bill.—At the last 
session of Congress Mr. SUMNER presented a bill in 
the United States Senate providing that the same 
rights shall be enjoyed by colored people on steam- 
boats, railroads, and at hotels ag are accorded white 
peopie. The measure iseminentiy just and proper, 
and we most sincerely trust will speedily become 4 
law of the land. 

“The twaddiein the United States Senate of weak 
kneed Republicans over amnesty to rebels whoscorn 
to ask them for it, and would contemptuous'y refuse 
to recognize them upon the highways, is really dis 
gusting to those knowing anything of the opposition 
we have here to deal ib. It is not the rebel Dem- 
ocrats, but the true and loyal men who need the 
care and kindness of Congress. 

“Give the coiored man hia plain, clear, civil right 
as an American citizen. Give us a measure to pro- 
tect us, white and black, froma Ku Klux judge and 
jury, and you wiil have done your duty tous. We 
claim, by reason of our fidelity and work, your first 


consi eration. 


The || 
object of the rebellion was to establish a white || 


man’s Government, to overturn the declared ! 
principles of our national Government, and | people in Virginia, expressed in one of their 


to substitute instead principles of inequality ; 


and now the Ku Klux Klan of Alabama e | 


f amnesty is not worth asking for, assuredly i 
is not worth the time it costs to diseuss the question 
and the passage of any such measure would be & 
disgraceful gratuity to an unpenitent and malignant 


Such, sir, are the sentiments of the colored 


public organs. They do not agree with Sen: 


ators who ask that the rights of the colored 
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ta should be postponed. They do not see 
.of amnesty, while you continue 
‘They insist, first 


5 er virtue 
the grea I 


; ne 1!S of @ race. 


ty ut 1 . . 

ce most, upon their own rights. 

in Virginia, | pass to her neighbor State. 
a 1 and here [ begin with a letter fron 
ad —— . > 
W U Saunders, ot Baltimore: 

y - 


BaLtTimore,, Decenber 22, 1871. 
DEAR SIR: It isincomprehensible how the mag- 
of the Republicans at Washington gushes 
tov rd those who tor four years strove tu de- 
: Government and the hopes of freemen 
while they seem to delight in attempt- 
, to destroy the very men whose life-devotion to 
Ine ple has made it possible for them to attain to 


le | 
principre » 
p 


out 
stroy ! 


everywuere, 





wer, And they have no word of commendation or 
f encouragement lor those people who, by their 
walty, fidelity, and sacrifice, under the leadership 
of good men and truelike yourself, have contributed 
their share toward the peace from which all men 
were promised equal benefits. 

re time is come when the issue must be made, If 
t+ is necessary, from po/iey, to enfranchise all rebels, 
then the time is come when principle should assert 
reelf in favor of the equ il privileges which you 
dewan i for my races. Five millions of God-fearing 
eople pray daily for your success, : 
When the issue comes squarely let so-called Re- 
nublicans dodge it and take the consequences; and 
‘hose Whose votes are Gast against your equitable 
ve position will go down to posterity with a stain 
non their garments that the waters of the river 
Jordan will not wash cut. 

[ have the honor to be, Senator, very truly, your 
friend, W. U. SAUNDERS, 

dS ol. Mary's Street. 

Senator CHARLES SUMNER. 


An authentic incident, which I am able now 
to set forth, shows how this writer is justified 
in his appeal. I have here an abstract from 
the Washington Chronicle of April 21 last 
entitled ‘*Insult to publie men.”’ I read it: 


“Vesterday Hon. F. L. Cardozo, the secretary of 
State for South Carolina, and Hon. A. J. Ransier, 
hairman of the State central committee of the 
Republican party of that State, arrived in Baltimore 
to take part in the proceedings of the national ex- 
ecutive committee of the Union League of America, 
which met there. The meeting was appointed to 
he held at the Eutaw House. ‘The above-named 
gentlemen arrived by the morning train, registered 
themselves, and retired to their room to refresh 
themselves. They had searcely sat down before they 
were waited upon by the proprietorof the hotel, who 
informed them that they must immediately depart. 
They demanded the reason and were informed that 
‘no niggers were allowed to put up at the house.’ 
They remonstrated, and declined to retire unless 
they were forcibly ejected. This they were then in- 
formed would be done, and to save further trouble 
they departed, after informing the hotel-keeper that 
they shoulddemand legal redress. These gentlemen 
are educated, refined, and in every way uncxcep- 
tionable, but having a tinge of color in their taces 
were denied the use of a place of publie entertain- 
ment. Assoon as the national executive commit- 
tee of the Union League were informed of the cir- 
cumstances, they immediately canceled their en- 
gagement of rooms at the Eutaw House, and sought 
quarters where American citizens of good character 
might peaceably assemble without criticism of the 





color of the face orcurlof thehair. Governor Geary - 


of Pennsylvania remarked that such proscription 
belonged to the days before the 
would be disgraceful to scem to countenance such an 
insultto respectable gentiemen. The national com- 
mittee, at its meeting, passed a resolution strongly 
censuring the conduct of the hotel-keeper, and pledg- 
ing the whole power of the Union League to take 
such steps as to prevent the recurrence of such inso- 
lent treatment.’’ 


Now, sir, | ask how can those colored fellow- 
cit'zens, Mr. Cardozo and Mr. Ransier, feel 
toward this Republic which allows them to be 
treated in this brutal fashion? Must they not 
feel that they are notin the enjoyment of those 


was also burned; and a short time since another 
teacher was whipped in the same county. On the 
Zist instant, a school-house for the colored people 
in Towash Hillcounty was burned by unknown per- 
sons, but I aminformed thatthe people have already 
raised the money to build another. At Brenham, a 
lady teacber of a private school attended a Repub 

lican meeting, for which act the patrons of her school 
withdrew their children. At Millican a teacher of 
a public school cast his vote forthe Republican Con 

gress candidate. and his school was broken up in 
consequence, ‘The Legislaturenppropriated $04,000 
tor the scl.ool year ending August 31, 1872."’ 

All this brutality directed against the co! 
ored school teaches us the lesson that the only 
protection for the colored child is the common 
school placed under the safeguard of law. A 
separate school becomes at once an indignity 
to the race, and also a mark and target for 
the arrows of their enemies. Wesee from this 
statement how the separate schools in Texas 
suffer, how impossible it is for any such pro- 
vision to meet the just wants of the community. 
lhe only way in which that can be done is by 
having one school for all, as is proposed in 
the pending bill. 

‘rom ‘Texas L ask you to pass to the Missi 
sippi river, and to asceud it. You will see 
then how the outrages which I am exposing 
prevai!, not only in State lines but elsewhere, 
on board the steamers on that great lordly 
thoroughfare. I read from a communication 
of John A. Newby in the New National Era, 
dated at Washington, December 29, 1871: 


“Tt may not be amiss at this point to allude to 
certain indignities and unjust proscriptions that I 
was recently subjected to when having had oceasion 
to travel on the Mississippi river between St. Louis 
and Cairo. First, that they sell colored persons 
first-class tickets in common with their white fellow- 
passengers, and then refuse to give them the equiva- 
lent for thesame, i.c., they refuse to give youastate- 
room in the main cabin, and consequently you are 
either obliged to sleep in the texas or Freediman’s 
Bureau, so called, designated for the newly-fledged 
citizens of Atrican extract, or promenade the boiler- 
deek allnight. Your humble correspondent was con- 


| ducted to the above-named quarters the other night 


var, and that it | 


equal rights which belong to them as citizens | 


of this country? Are they not justified in the 
appeal which they make for the passage of the 
pending measure? Are they not justified in 
insisting that the rights of the colored race 
shall be first secured before you undertake to 
remove the disabilities of rebels? 

From Maryland I pass to Texas, another 
slave State; and here, from a letter dated at 
Austin, Texas, December 11, 1871, I will read 
the following extract, which I find in the New 
1ork Tribune: 

“It is with great difficulty that houses for colored 
schools can be procured. A school-house near Cal- 


vers, in which was a colored school, was recently 
urned by unknown persons; also a school-house in 


’ ** = 

Collin county, and another in Houston county. Not 
long since a teacher of a colored school in Bastrock 
county was taken from his home at night, tied to a 


on board one of the Memphis packets, to a room 
assigned for three occupants. When IL approached 
the room I was shown an upper berth, there being 
already two occupants, and from whom emitted an 
efiluvia which strongly savored of the culinary de- 
partment, and the bed was so undulating as to ren- 
der sleepimpossible. [don’t see why discrimination 
cannot be made among colored people, for example 
if a colored person. lacks self-respect and common 
decency why should well-bred colored persons be 
stigmatized, simply because they happen to belong 
to the same race? Iam decidedly in favor of allow- 
ing water to find itslevel. I have traveled exten 
sively on the continent of Europe and have failed 
utterly to find any proscription on account of color, 
or race, or previous condition, the fact being a cir- 
cumstance over which they had no control.” 

** Your humble correspondent has had the distin- 
guished honor of sitting in the same box at the 
Grand [Imperial Opera at Paris with one of the French 
deputies or members of the Corps Legislatif: and, 
what is strange to say, no one’s equilibrium was in 
the slightest degree disturbed by reason of ny pres- 
ence in that conspicuous locality. Ou the contrary, 
every one seemed to vie with each other who could 
make me feel the most at home, and entertain me 
the most agreeably. The saine is true with hotels 
and public banquets, soirees, &c. So far from assign- 
ing you to some remote corner ot the room, you were 
conducted by the host or hostess at the head of the 
table, the locality being designated generally by a 
bouquet of flowers, or the national colors of one’s 
country.” 


And now, sir, after this review of testimony 
from different States and from different parts 
of the country, | come to Washington; and 
here the evidence isample. Aswith one voice 
the colored people of Washington have united 
in asking for their rights. They ask them by 
petitions, by resolutions adopted in public 
meetings, by addresses—all expressed with 
ability and judgment. Nor is that all. The 
highest representative body of the District has 
united in this appeal. I have here the pro 
ceedings of the house of delegates, dated 
Thursday, January 11, 1872, from which I read 
as follows: 

‘**Mr. Murray submitted the following concurrent 


resolution for consideration, namely: 
** Be itresolved by the House of Delegates, (the Coun- 


| eil concurring,) ‘That the committee on national 


tree and whipped nearly to death; his schodl-house | 
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relations of the council and house of delegates be 
authorized and requested to urge upon Congress the 
passage of the bill known as the Supplementary 
Civil Rights Bill, introduced by Hon. CHanLes Sum- 
NER. and now pending in the Senate. 

“The resolution was read, 
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**On motion by Mr.Cassin. thatthe same be referred 
to the committee on national relations, 
"Tt was determined in the negative—yeas 5 nays 13, 
Those who voted in the affirmative are— 


** Messrs, Cassin, Ennis, Harkness, Lloyd, and 
Moor 


ec. 


voted in th 


‘ 


Those wh negative are 
* Messrs. Boswell. Brown, Burgess. Bursley, Camp- 


bell, Carroll, Hall, Handy, Hunt, MeKuight, Murray, 
Solomons, and the Speaker, 
‘So the motion was disagreed to. 


*'Phe question recurring on agreeing to the resolu- 
tion, 

** After debate, 

“It was determined in the aflirmative 
nays 4. 

* Those who voted inthe aflirmative are— 

** Messrs. Boswell. Brown, Burgess, Bursley, Camp- 
bell, Carroll, Hall, Mandy, Hunt, MeKnight, Murray, 
Solomons, and the Speaker. 

Those who voted in the negative are— 

** Messrs. Cassin, Ennis, Harkness, and Lloyd. 

** So the resolution wasagreed to,”’ 


yeas 13, 


The thirteen yeas being all Republicans, and 


lam sorry to sav the fOurnay DD mocrats it} 
the Democrats | believe in that body uniting 
agalust this deelaration. In harmony with 


this oflicial aet is a letter from one of our col 


ored fellow-eitizens whom | honermueh, Pro 


fessor John M. Langston, of Howard Univer- 
sity, an excellent speaker and an able liwyer, 
born in Virginia a slave, edueated afierwnard 
at Oberlin. in Olio, and now giving to the 
neighboring university the fruits of his eul- 
ture. Ina letter dated at Howard University, 
December 26, 1871, and addressed to the Wash- 
ington Chronicle, he writes as follows: 


* Indeed, the colored man cannot be educated in 
any proper sense, however numerous may be the 
echool-houses to which he is invited, however boun- 
titul the school endowment put within his reach, 
however admirable the school system in accordance 
with the methods of which it is proposed to educate 
him, it he is not made to feel in the common school, 
the academy, the college, and the professional sehool, 
that his manhood, his civil and social rights, are 
recognized and respected. ‘This certainly is true of 
an American whether white or black. To attempt 
the education of a person in the midst of atolerated 
and justified system of caste, is sure to dwarf rather 
than draw out and make useful his powers. It leads 
one so far to teel bhimesell interior to those of the 
dominant class in the midst of whom he moves, as 
too often to accept patronizing treatment for a recog- 
nition of his manhood and his rights; to accept edi- 
bles kindly given from a basket, while he fails to 
make demand for suitable recognition of his rights 
at the public hotel. I fear that the colored mun, of 
whom you speak so highly in your artiele, has ina 
large measure lost his manhood, and in consequence 
of the very thing of which I speak.” 


Now mark, if you please, sir, how clearly 
this colored professor draws the lim 
legal rights and society. He answers every 
allegation that this is a question of society; 
shows that it is simply a question of rights: 


between 


“T would have no colored man ‘thrust’ him 
upon ‘white people.’ L would have white peo 
and black upon the same dega/ level. And, as fer as 
colored men are educated, learned, virtuous, and in 
fluential, 1 would have them recognized and treated 
legally and socially according to their worth. Other 
wise, education, learning, virtue, and influence, pos 
sessed by colored persons, must be considered well 
nigh valueless, while they render their possessor sen- 
sitive to neglect and abuse, and thus ever unbappy. 

“While, then, | would have our schools in the 
North and in the South largely endowed by grants 
of public lands and the judicious expenditure oi 
large sums of money from the national and State 
treasuries, I would first of all have SuMNER’s sup- 
plementary civil rights bill passed by Congress, and 
L believe thatit is the duty of all Republicans, us it is 
the duty of all colored men in thiscountry, to insist 
upon its passage and enforcement without delay.”’ 


In harmony with this statement of this lead- 
ing colored citizen, is an article in the New 
National Era, a paper devoted to the rights of 
colored citizens, and edited by a colored citi- 
zen, who, in the first number for the year, 
while he is expressing the wishes and aspira- 
tions of the season, says: 

‘One after another have the fetters that bound 


him toa level with the brute been stricken off, till 
now all that is left tobe done inthe year 1872 to 


complete his full freedom, is the abolition by law of 


all the distinctions and discriminations thatdeny to 
him rights and privileges enjoyed by other citizens. 
To this end we invoke the aid of the Republican 
party now in power in this nation, the influence of the 
nation’s Chief Magistrate, the President of the Uni- 
ted States, whose impressive words in his inaugural 
address rendered important service in securing the 
ratification of the fifteenth amendment. Svon to 
come again before the people for election, President 
Grant can do nothing that will give him « stronger 
claim upon the colored voter of the South than to 


* give his influence to the enacting of a law that will 
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‘As to the other point, it the people will not 
bear , We Dy ho mean uimit thatsuch is the case; 


‘ 


but, on the contrary, we believe that the majority 


of the people in this coun mifidently look to the 
Republican party to complete the work which they 
hay »well begun, As students we are trying to 
educate ouselves. Weask ofthe Republican party, 
‘ ir friends, that we be assisted in this effort and 


not retarded by beingreminded on every hand that 
gsarded as inferiors, and that however well 
educated, and however respectable, we can notre 


ceive ie Same treatment in the publie schools, in 
© cars teamboats, at hotels, and at places of 

amusoments and instruction, as is accorded to other 

citizens, Of social equality we say nothing” 


Here they come back to the point which has 
been so often made in this Chamber— 


“Of social equality we § iy nothing, bee 
8 no such thing associal equality; every white man 
ean never be the social equal of every aibar white 
man; no more can every c ed man be the sovial 
equal ot every other colored man. It is a matter 
which oughtto be regulated by character and culture, 
certainly not by leg oe ; . ° * 

‘Now, in the providence of God, an opportunity 
is allowed the Americ nt ngress to unite a meas 
ure of justice with one of magnanimity. We pray 
the American people, through their Congress, that 
if it is now too late to be first just and afterward 
generous, that tney be at least justand generous at 
the sume time, now that an opportunity presents 


ause there 
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if. Wehave forfeited no rights, we have broken 

no laws, we have never rebelled against what we 
ivf will ) Government the wo ld has 

n. On the contrary, we have given our ilves 

| ir treasures unstintingly, in the revolution- 


I 
war,in the war of 1812, and in the suppression 


t great i iolders’ rebellion, and that, too, 
tland in w h, until recently, it has een our 
ly privilege to fertilize it with our — r and 
bedew it with our tears. Are we, then, asking too 
much when we petition the Congress ot the * nited 
States to give to us the same rights they propose to 


rive to traitors and rebels? Weeannot abate our 


efforts in this matter. Nay, we will not. We ask 
our friends: we ask the Republican party; espe- 
illy do we ask those Senators and Representatives 
wi ‘onstituency is largely colored, that they see 
) hat we ll the rights guarantied to us 
by law. If in seeking to accomplish this amnesty to 
re must fail, then let it fail, and it deserves to. 
Sir, thi 18 an address from colored pro- 
ie rs nud students; but does it not do them 
honor? Does it not awaken an echo in your 
DOs 1? I know that do not put that ques- 


tion it Vain. I know, sir, that you must gen- 


erously respond to it. I know, sir, that you 


must sympathize with every word uttered by 
these colored fellow-citizens; that you must 
feel that they are right when they insist that 
they shall be secured in their rights before you 
tulk about amnesty. 


One of the most important aspects of the 
pending measure is its Operation on the com- 
mon school, making it what is implied in its 
name, a school open to all. Phe | **com- 


non’? explains itself. Originally, in England 


under the law, it defined outlying land near a 
village open to all the inhabitants; a in the 
common school is an institution of e ‘ation 
open toall. If you make it for a class, it is 
nota ¢ nmon se hool, but a separate school, 
and, as | have said fr quently to-day, and 
also before in addressing the Senate, a sep- 


substitute for the 
Che common 


arate chool never can be a 
school has 


separate school 


} | 
Common CHnootl, 


tor its badge ¢ qual ity. Lhe 


has for its badge inequality. lhe one has 
open doors for all; the other has open doors 
only for those of «a Certain color. ‘That is con- 
trarv to’ the spirit of our institutions, to the 
promises of the Declaration of Ind pendence, 
to all that 1s imy lied in the recent constitu- 
tionnl amendments. So long as it continues 
the great issue of the war remains still unde 
eided; tor, as | explained the other day, that 

il issue as stated by Jefferson Davis, a id 
Lhen agalo accepted by Abraham Lincoln, was 


equality. Only by inaintaining equality will 
{ ‘ : 5 <4 ; 

you maintam the great victory of the war. 

Washington this very 


separate echools has for some time 


Now, sir, here in 
question of 
avitated the community. 
have themselves acted, 
rights. 


lhe colored people 
Phey speuk for equal 
[ have in my hand a communication 
to the Senate from the Secretary of the Inte 
rior, under date of January 18, 1871, covering 
a report from the trustees of the colored schools 
of Washington and Georgetown, in which they 
make Linp riaut and CXCt lent recom 
mendations. How well at last the colored 
people do speak Who among us can speak 
than they l am 
about to read? 


most 


better peak in the passages 


‘It is our judgment that the best interests of the 
colored people of this capital, and not theirs alone, 
but those of all classes, require the abrogation of 
all laws and institutions creating or tending to per- 
petuate distinctions based on color, and the enact- 
ment in their stead of such provisions as shall secure 
equal privileges to all classes of citizens. The laws 
creating the present system of separate schools for 
colored children in this District were enacted asa 
temporary expedient to meet a condition of things 
which has now passed away. That they recognize 
and tend to perpetuate a cruel, unreasonable, and 
unchristian prejudice, which hus been and is the 
source of untold wrong and injustice to that class of 
+94 community which we re prese nt, is ample reason 
for their modification. The experience of this com- 
munity for the last few years has fully demonstrated 
that the association ot different races in their daily 
occupations and civic duties is as consistent with the 
general convenience as it is with justice. And cus- 
tom is now fully reconciled at this capital to the 
seating side by side of white and colored people in 
the railway car, the jury-box, the municipal and 
Government offices, in the city councils, and even in 
the Halls of the two Houses of Congress. Yet while 
the fathers may sit together in those high places of 
honor and trust, the children are required by law to 





"WwW itnesses, 


| child at the c 


| common interest; 
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be educated apart. Wesee meithe r reas 
tice in this discrimination. If the fathers —s. 
ussociate, why are not the childre n equally « 

‘Chil 200. RASEERITE are notatiected by this 
lice of race or color. To edueate them in sera.) 
hools tends to beg stand intensify itin thei hi 
minds, and oa te nexbebuati itto future gener, 
If it is the intention of the U nited State sth 
children shall become citizens in fac t, equ na oe 
the law with all others, why train them * z 
nize these unjus st and impolitie distinctions? To 7 





£0 is not only contrary to reason, but also to thei; . 
Junction of Scripture, which says, * Train up a eh; 
in the way he should go, and when he ; 


7 owe is old h will 
not de pars from it. oer 


“Objection to the step here recommended has | te 
mi: ane on the ground of expedieney, Eye ry ady ane: i 
step in the same direction has been opp 
same supe rficial allegation, 

The rl ght of the colored man to ride in the + 
way cars, to cast the ballot, tosit on the jury, 
office, and even to bear arins in defense of his c ne : 
try, has encountered the same objection. Woe a. 
confident that it will prove of no greater weight ;, 
the present case ent hasinthe others, There ja, 
argument for equality at the ballot-box,in the ¢ are 
or on the jury, in b olding office, and beariy 


Ming arms 


which is not equally applicable in the te sent ena 


We may go further, and insist that equi ulity in 


osed ¢ 


the 

other cases requires equality here; otherwise, the 

who le System 18 incomplete and inh; irmoni us, - 
‘It is worthy of note in this connection that sop 

of the most distinguished men in literary, social, q) i 

political circles in this section of the country’ va 
recently, in setting forth their claims to be cons 

ered the best and truest friends of the people of colo: 

taken pains to inform the publie that they were 

reared with colored children, played with them jn 


the sports of childhood, and were even suckled hy 
colored nurses in infancy; hence, that no prejud 
against color exists on theirpart. If this be so, the 
with what show of consistency or re: SON Can they 
object to the children of both classes sitting sid, 
side in school? 

‘That the custom of separation on account 
color must disappear from our public schools, as j 
has from our halls of justice and of le . We 
regard as but a question of time. Whett her this 
unjust, unreasonable, and unechrist ane dice ‘riminati 
against our children shall continue at the eapi 
this great Republic i is for the wisdom of Congre 
determine.” 


Sir. are not these excellent words? 10f 
that statement clear and well-sustained? Js 
there any Senator here who can answer it? 
fs there any Senator here who will set 

gainst this colored school committee in stating 
the rights of the colored children? I think 
there 1s no Senator, whatever may be his al 
ny or experience in debate, who will not {a 

when he undertakes to encounter that simple 
text. The words will stand unanswered and 
unanswerable. 

Sir, | bring this testimony now to aclo 





himself 


have adduced letters, resolutions, addres 
from various States of the Union, showing the 
sentiments of the colored people, I have ad 


duced them in answer to allegations on this 
floor that the pending measure of equal rights 
was not needed, that the pending measure was 
ene for social equality. Listening to thi 
you see that they all insist that it is 
ueeded, and that it is in no respect a measure 
of social equality. It is a measure of strict 
legal right. I adduce this testimony also in 
auswer to the allegation so loftily made in 
debate the other day that the colored people 
were willing to see the former rebels amnes- 
tied, trusting to some indefinite future to obtain 
there own rights. I said at the time that such 
an allegation was irrational. I now show you 
that it is repudiated by the colored people. 
They do not recognize the Senators who have 
undertaken to speak for them as their repre- 
sentatives. They insist upon their rights b: 
fore you under! ake to be generous to rebe 
They insist that they shall be saved from indig- 
nity when they travel, when they offer their 
common school; that they shall be 
secured against any such outrage, before you 
undertake to remove the disabilities of those 
who struck at the life of this Republic. 

Now, sir, will you not be just before you are 
generous? Orif you do not place the rights 
of the colored people foremost, will you not 
at least place them side by side with those of 
the former rebels, put them both where I seek 
now to put them, in the same statute, so that 
hereafter the rebels shall know that generosi'y 
‘ov them was associated with justice to then 
colored fellow-citizens; that they all have a 


that theyare linked together 
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che community of a common citizenship and 
the en] vine n of those great libe srtiies proim- 
. , Declaration of Inde paw nee and 
Senin by the C onstitution of the United 


on 
“eu 
ates 


Mr, FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr 


few words to say in 


President, 


very reference 


[ ha e bul 

to th measure. , 
Mr MK MRPON. Willthe Senator allow me 
est to him that if he would prefer to 


epeak to Morrow Morning, or at some other 
sme, | will move to introduce some other 
bus ihess. e 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, It is a matter 


ot indiflerence to me. 

Mr. MORTON. Just as the Senator chooses. 
Me KRELINGHUYSEN. 1 have a few 
marks to make upon this subject. ‘The pro 

ns contained in this amendment are so 
portant that 1 do not feel at liberty to pass 
them simply with my vote. ‘They are import: 
‘nt, as we have by the testimony which 
has been adduced, to'a large class in the coun 
try who desire the benefit of the law, to m: uny 
‘dividuals and corporations affected by the 


seen 


aw. 

~ Common earriers, innkeepers, the princi- 
pals of place ae amusement, college -s churches, 
and cemetery organizations are interested in it, 
and if, as | do not question, we are serious in 
entertaining the proposition, as it wanted but 
one vote of passing a few days I think it 
we should carefully scan and 


ago, 
important that 
perfect it. a . 

In the passage of this law we are for the 
first time invoking the exercise of a new and 
delicate power of the General Government, 
and | confess to some surprise that Senators 
who have voted in favor of the amendment, 
and who are in the habit of being critical, have 
not given us the benefit of their criticism 
Permit me, too, to express surprise that the 
mover of the amendment has not preferred to 
submit it to a majority, rather than, as it must 
now be. to a vote of two thirds of the Senate. 
[here is, I admit, a poetic beauty in the idea, 
or at least in the expression, of being just 
before we are generous, and of promoting rec- 
onciliation before conciliation, but those who 
seek to be profited by the enactment would, 
| think, prefer that it should become a law by 
the vote of a majority, rather than fail to be- 
come such by a two-thirds vote, which, as the 
question is now presented, is made necessary 
to its passage. 

1 desire to submit, in the hearing of the Sen- 

ator from Massachusetts, a few suggestions, in 
reference to the amendment which he has 
offered to the pending bill. The first section 
of his amendment, in its last clause, contains 
the directory part of the law, and provides that 
“this right shall not be denied or abridged on 
any pretense of race, color, or previous condi 
tion of servitude.’’ That is all well, but the 
previous part of the section, the declaratory 
part, states a proposition which cannot com- 
mend itself to the judgment of any Senator, 
aid which none ean desire to enact. ‘The sec- 
tion reads: 
_ That all citizens of the United States, 
tistinction of race, color, or previous 
of servitude, are entitled to the equal and impar- 
tial enji yment of any accommodation, advantage, 
facility, or privilege furnished by common carriers, 
whether on land or water, by innkeepers, Xe. 

ln other words, it declares that all citizens, 
white or black, are entitled to the equal and 
impartial enjoyment of these privileges of 
common carriers, inns, schools, churches, &e. 
Mr. President, that is not true, and neither 
we nor the Senator from Massachusetts desire 
to make it true. No one desires that all, white 
or black, shall be entitled to the equ: alae -com- 
modation furnished by common carriers, inns, 
schools, &c. No one seriously proposes that 
we should render it illegal for a railroad com- 
pany to provide a class of cars for ladies and 
gentlemen, or for an innkeeper to exclude 
persons having contagious disease, or who are 


without 


condition | 
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intoxicated, or 
desire the p 
it ol his gal ory 


indecently clad. We do not 
a law that shall make 


trustees of 


assage ot 


upon the cemeteries, 


established especially tor asylums or hospitals, 


to admit to burial every one for whom a license 
may be sought. Such is not the object of this 
law or the purpose ot the Senator trom Mas- 
sachusetts; and yet that is the effeet of the 
provision, that ali citizens are entitled to these 
privileges ' 

I suggest that we strike out the words, 
‘that all citizens of the raat States, -with- 


out distinetion ot race, color, o 
dition of servitude, 
substitute the words 


r pre vious Con- 
are entitled,’’ &e., and 
‘that race, color, or pre- 
vious condition of servitude, shall not debar 
or deprive any citizen of the United States 
of the equal and impartial enjoyme nt of any 
accommodation, advantage, facility, or 


privi- 
lege furnished by common earriers.’’ &e. That 
will not have the effect of asserting the unrea- 


proposition that all citizens have the 
equal right to enjoy the facilities of cars, inns. 
churches, &e., whether intoxicated or 
afll.cted by contageous disease, whether inde- 
cently clad, or whether violating the customs 
ee proprieties appertaining to the sexes ; but 
it will have the effect of enacting that there 
shall be no discrimination on account of color, 
and that is all that the Senator seeks to obtain. 

Mr. SUMNER. I listen with great respect 
to the Senator, of course. I can only say that 
| cannot see myself the difference between the 
text of the bill and his amendment. The bill 
says ‘‘that all citizens of the United States, 
without distinction of race, color, or previous 


sonable 


schools, 


| condition of servitude, are entitled to the equal 


| tinction of 


| any such unreasonable end. 


and impartial enjoyment of any accommoda- 
tions,’’ &e.; that is, that there shall be no dis- 
race, previous condition 
of servitude in the enjoyment of any accom- 
modation; and it adds that ‘this right 
shall not be denied or abridged on any pre- 
tense of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Theamendment 
as it stands declares that all citizens, white or 
black, are entitled to equal accommodation 
and facilities in all these institutions named, 
No one thinks that true, or desires that it shall 
be. What we seek is, that race, color, or pre- 
— condition of servitude, shall not deprive 

debar any person from these poe 
a very different proposition. Let us say so. 
That will produce the equality which the Sen- 
ator seeks. 

The second section of the amendment con 
tains the sanction of the law, and 
penalties for any violation of the law as stated 


color, OF 


then 


imposes 


in the first section; that is, if any common 
carrier, innkeeper, Xc., aes s the full use 
of cars, inns, schools, chur s, &e., to any 


citizen whatever, 
penalties stated. 


he shall be pebkacbel to the 
The Senator does not seek 
The amendment 
proposed simply destroys discrimination be- 
tween citizens of different races, 

Mr. SUMNER. My object, as the Senator 
knows, both from what | have said in the Sen- 
ate and in private conversation, is simply to 
get this measure in the best shape possible, 
and I shall certainly be very glad to accept 
any proposition from the Senator or from any 
other Senator with regard to it, and if the 
Senator will allow me | will consider carefully 
the amendment that he proposes. I do not 
feel quite as strongly as he does the difference 
between his language and that of the text; but 


| still | am very anxious to harmonize with the 
| Senator. ° 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I desired to sub- 
mit the amendment I have stated and one or 
two othersto the Senator from Massachusetts, 
that his amendment may be perfected. After 
it shall have been thus amended there will 
still be objection to it. There is in almost 
every town in the land a church where the real 
estate has been purchased and the building 
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erected from the hard earnings of colored peo- 


ple. the congregation being composed entirely 
of colored people, and the chureh their prop 
erty We do not seek to pass a law that shall 
divestthem of such churehes Phe w hite pop 


ulation are the more numer 
} : 

the property has 

; there is no 


mus, and possibly 
ver ( i ited mn 
propriety ine tabling the 
white citizens, by giving them the same pri 


in these chure hes that the colored people 


grasping ; 
\ alue 


ieges 
possess, to wrest this property from the colored 
people. There are churches of that kind in 
this city, in the city in which I reside, and 
throughout the U nion. This is also true of 
schools and of colleges. | would avoid this 
effect of the law by adding as an amendment 
at the end of the first section, as follows: 

Provided, That churches, sch cemeteries, 
institutions of learning established exe 
either the white or the colored race, shall not be 
taken from the eontrol of those who established 
them, but shall remain devoted to their use. 


ools, and 


lusively for 


You cannot make theamendment I pro 
extend only to the eolored people without 
falling into the absurdity of diseriminati: 
against whites while attempting to abolish the 
distinetion of races. Therefore. let the law he 
that churches, schools. cemeteries, &e , estab 
lished exclusively for either of the races, shall 
not be taken from their control, but remain 
devoted to their use. That provision modifies 
to some degtee the law, but it does not affect 
the main subjects of the law, to wit. common 


schools, &e., but does 
perpetuate to the colored people their own 
institutions. 

The second section provides: 

That any person violating the foregoing pro- 
vision, or aiding in its violation, or inciting thereto, 


shall, for every such offense, forfeit and pay the sum 
of $500 to the person aggrieved thereby. 


carriers, innkeepers, 


If a whole congregation or all the passen- 
gers of a steamboat or car violate some of the 
provisions of the foregoing section every one 
so aiding in or inciting to such violation should 
not be lable to and the party aggrieved he 
entitled to recover from each one a penalty of 


$500. And in case the offense complained of 
be a refusal of burial, who is to reeover the 
penalty? The deceased is not aggrieved, and 


cannot bring suit if he is. 
word ‘‘grave,’’ eleventh 
section, this amendment: 

Provided, That the party aggrieved 
recover more than one penalty; and where the 
Offense is a refusal of burial, the penalty aforesaid 
may be recovered by the heirs-at-law of the person 
to whose body burial has been so refused. 

There is still another amendment to this 
second section, and that is to strike out all the 
residue of the section, which is in these words 

And any corporation, association, 
holding a charter or license under national or State 
authority violating the afores “ provisions, shall, 
on conviction thereof, forfeit ch charter or license. 

I understand that the Fe heal Government, 
excepting for a national purpose, cannot grant 
a charter, cannot incorporate a bank or rail- 
road company for a State, that being beyond 
the jurisdictidn of Congress; and so unques- 


I suggest after the 
line of the second 


shall not 


or individual, 


dansk ly it is bevond the power of Federal 
jurisdiction to forfeit a State charter. Besides, 
the penalty suggested is unreasonable. Were 


I ejected from the cars of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company, there would be no 
propriety in muleting them in damages to 
the amount of $20,000,000. 1 suppose that 
the franchises of that company, which the 
bill would under such circumstances forfeit, 
are worth that. The penalties imposed in the 
previous part of the section, $500 by per- 
sonal suit and $500 on indictment for mis- 
demeanor, are sufficient for the offense com- 
mitted. And further, the stockholders of the 
company offending might be favorable to the 
spirit of the bill he would promote; they 
might be the very colored people whom we seek 
to protect and who had no 
offense, and yet the forfeiture of the charter 
would destroy their property and render them 


been guilty of 
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ae SRSA Lee, 


‘Pe heayee 


es in the foregoing part 


the ction ar unodant 
l ect next to the last also requires 

‘ j y i ' al 
tute, ordinance, regulation, or 
i national , Inconsistent with 
King any a rituinations against any 
i ! int of color, by the word “* white,”’ is 

rel i 

lerstand that Congress have no power to 
! il a State statute any morethan we have to 
‘ ( te i ‘ Lihat provision of the law 
inconstitutional, andi enti ely innecessary. 
If we enact a constitut i] law, all laws of 
Seat, consistent therewith are virtu 
d. becanse the Constitution of the 
ed St provid ‘this Constitution 
i made i uance thereof shall 


eme law of the land, the constitu 


» and laws of any ate to the contrary not 
hatanding I} clion 18 unnecessary, 
In any view we should strike out 
words *‘whether ional or State,’’ and 
thu Yi he ction to have such effect as 
er may proper vive to It. 
fhe amendment being thus modified, its 
effect is not impaired. The question now 
r tl amendment is within the 

onal wer of the General Govern 

it fle Ku Klux bill, which we passed 

e authority of the fourteenth amend- 

aidof the suppression of insurree 
! the preservation f the public 

} clearly national in its eharac 
! ‘ the General Gov 

‘ ! enact iw generally regulat 
peter . CHOO churches, 

States. If this law, 
hod rt such regulation, un 
l me expre authority in the 
tion giving us this power, | agree that 
thi L4 unconstitutional, 

Ihe nee of the Government depends 
on t erving two features, the sovereignty 
of the General Government and the independ- 
enc Stat Llad our Government been 

lg iimnent, Ora mere conte dl 
cration OT Stal 5 MY id long since have 
ceased tor fihe> nssume more than 
Hye ; to em, ti in he rebellion, or ia 
the Gye ral Government ssumes more than 
helor » it, the harmony of the system 1 
destroyed. We | g just passed from a war 
where out ostility to the odious doctrine of 
Sta ghts has been excited, we may be in 
dang of bet gy tool le ¢ i) the alert against 

eentra thion Of power in the General Gov 
ernment, Let the General Government be 
s en n national affairs and the States inde 
pe dent in State affairs, and our lepublic will 
be salt 

But the amendment of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, as modified, in no manner 
assumes to regulate relations of common 
carrie: Innkeeper , ac with the publie. 
All this it leaves to the States, excepting 


provides that citizen shall be 
reated asa citizen, be he whité or colored. 
tutional. Ifthe people of South 

Caro their former animosity to the 
e of New England should deprive them 


that it every 
, 
That is const 
‘arolina in 
peopl 

of the common rights of citizenship in that 
State, should refuse them the accommodation 
of cars or inns, we would find some constitu- 
tional power to protect them in the equal 
rights of American citizenship. We have the 
same right and are under the same obligation 
to the citizens of color. 

Phis act virtually says there has existed in 
this country an enslaved and degraded race; 
and the people have prejudices incident to 
their being associated with slavery. We have 
just passed through a war from which we have 
garnered three great principles which it is the 
purpose of this lawto enforce. One is, that 
every person in the land has a chartered right 
to freedom. Before the thirteenth amend- 
ment it was in the power of a State to make 
any one aslave. They did by State law make 


four million such; and the Supreme Court 
held that the slaves had none of the rights of 
Now, every man has a charter for 
his freedom, which no State, no power on 
earth can take from him. 

Again, before the adoption of the fourteenth 
amendment, the States fixed the qualifications 
of citizenship, and one became a citizen of the 
United States by being a citizen of the State. 
It was derivative. ‘lhe States fixed what con- 
ditions they pleased; so that one might be a 
citizen of Massachusetts and not of South 
Carolina, as history provestous. The people 
have now declared that every one born or 
naturalized in the United States, and subject 
to its jurisdiction, shall be a citizen of the Uni- 
ted States and of the State in which he resides, 
and that no State shall pass any law abridging 
the privileges or immunities of a citizen of the 
United States, or denying to any the equal 
protection of the law. 

Then, too, we secured to all the ballot; and 
the people have decreed that Congress shall 
enforce these provisions by appropriate legis- 
lation. In other words, an equality of citizen- 
ship is established, and we are directed to see 
to it that that citizenship is nowhere abridged. 
It is, therefore, perfectly constitutional for 
Congress to say to the States, ‘‘ the regulation 
of the relations between all these institutions 
and the publie is with you, but you sha! treat 
citizenship as citizenship’? everywhere. 

Mr. President, we sit here in this deliber- 


Ireemen., 


ative assembly and we do not appreciate the | 


results of the history of the last ten years. 
Those three amendments areto havea mighty 
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effect on coming generations, and they are || 


pricele ss to the nation. 
have rescued from all the bloody fields of 
anguish. very one in the land should be 
taught the value of these principles. 
mother should engrave them on the tablet that 
the impress of her soldier boy, for he 
poured out his young blood to purchase them. 
Lhe young wife should weavethem around the 
her husband, for he bade her along, 
farewell to obtain them. 


b *arS 


word of 
long 
mourns his 
ead to secure them. We fall into the habit 
of taking a professional view of these great 
principles. They are precious jewels, and we 
ure not to suffer them to be trampled under 


a 


‘ ' 
hOOt 


| hope that the amendment of the Senator 


from Massachusetts, alter due consideration 


The father who | 
on, should engrave them upon the || 
{tomb of lis bov. for he lies there eold and 


They are all that we 


The | 


hy him, will be properly amended and be passed || 


by this Senate. To that end I prefer that it 
should be presented as an independent bill, 
so as to require only a majority and not a two- 
thirds vote to pass it. 
the judge. 

Mr. President, I have a word to say as to 
the proposed amnesty. 
cons@erations, some prompting me to vote 
for,and some to vote against it. 
ing that a proposition is to be made to strike 
out all the exceptions in the bill and to make 
the amnesty universal, I will, while I have 
the floor, say to those who are in favor of the 


| passage of the bill, that if they undertake 


| thus to change the bill they will lose many 


votes, probably enough to defeat the measure. 
Chere are many who think the war between 


There are conflicting | 


Understand- | 


| the North and the South was based on a mere | 


difference of political opinion. Ido not think 
so. I believe that in the conflict the loyal 
people of the land were animated by a love of 
equality and freedom, and by love for their 
homes, and for the courtry which is the home 
of all their homes; while I believe the motive 


spirit that prompted the rebels was hatred to 


equality and to universal freedom, and to the 
Government which was busily engaged in pro- 
moting and enforcing those great principles. 
The lidieeonse between the loyal and the 
disloyal was as wide as the difference between 
love and hatred, as the difference between 
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heaven and earth. Iam not entirely satichea 
that the sentiment of hatred has yet entire). 
died out at the South, and I do not more th.” 
half like the idea of tempting those w} 
feel hostility toward the nation 
in the politics of the country or in its Govern, 
ment. I would rather that they, by being les 
ineligible, should be permitted to stand aside 
Thirty years from this, when we and they shall 
have passed from these scenes, it would, | 
believe, be beiter for the country that we had 
left at least the existing disability as a feeble 
mark of the nation’s disapprobstion of one o¢ 
the greatest crimes ever committed on earth 

Further, sir, 1 am by no means satisfied 
that we are fulfilling the purpose of tha 
people’s amendment by this universal ay. 
nesty. That amendment was passed after 
grave consideration, and provides that y, 
person who has taken the official oath to maip. 
tain the Constitution of the United States and 
then made war upon the Government shall 
be eligible to office, and adds the proviso that 
such disability may by a vote of two thirds of 
Congress be removed. I am not clear tha: 
the people of the country intended to pass ay 
amendment and then provide that Coner 
could at anv time repeal the amendment, | 
think they intended to confer on us the power 
to act judicially in every case, and to relieve 
the person applying, or to confer the power, 
in the language of the amendment, to remoy, 
such personal disability. 

This construction of the amendment I find. 
too, was taken at the time of its adoption, 
Judge Spalding in the House expressed most 
emphatically the view I have suggested as the 
only construction which could ever be given to 
thatamendment. Another construction, how- 
ever, and apparently the prevailing one, was 
put upon the section in the Senate. I think, 
in view of the whole subject, that it is quite 
important that we should keep in force the 
exceptions contained inthe bill as it came from 
the House. This will retain for the amend- 
ment some vitality. It will still have some 
thing to operateupon. Iam, however, brought 
to vote for the amnesty bill, with the exceptions 
in, by two or three considerations, and | will 
detain the Senate but a moment in stating 
them, 

I have some respect for the opinions of 
others, and feel that there are others to whom | 
may properly defer my own judgment. The 
opinion which has been expressed by the Repre 
sentatives of the people in the passage of this 
bill has influence upon my own conclusions. 
I have great respect for the recommendation 





10 


Ali 


to take part 


| of the President that amnesty, with certain 


ty || exceptions, should be enacted. And here per- 
But of that he must be 


mit me to remind the Senator from Massachu 
setts that the President did not, in commend 
ing to us amnesty, torget the claims of human 
freedom and liberty, as intimated by him yes- 
terday, but coupled his recommendation of 
conciliation with the most advanced and pro 
gressive suggestion in behalf of human liberty 
ever made to the country, when he advised 
Congress to pass a law rendering it illegal for 
an American citizen to hold a slave, even when 
beyond our national jurisdiction. 

| have, I say, respect for the recommenda- 
tions of the President, because of my entire 
confidence in his wisdom and ability, which 
have been manifested by the uniform suc- 
cess that attended our arms in every baitle 
he fought; which have been manifested by the 
successful manner in which he performed the 
responsible and delicate duty of enforcing the 
reconstruction acts while General of the Army; 
which have been manifested by maintaining 


the publie honor and faith, by an administra- 
| tion which has continually reduced the public 


debt while constantly diminishing taxation ; 
which has been manifested by so regulating 
our relations with foreign countries as to con- 
ciliate misunderstandings and preserve the 
peace without sacrificing the honor or dignity 
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“he country: a wisdom which has heen mani 
i by the just and humane poliey adopted 
-dthe Indian tribes; yes, sir, and which, 

‘n my opinion, has been most signally exhibited 

sa manner in which he treated the whole 

Can Domingo question. He knew that the 

(overnmenthad from time to time been reach- 

- ont its hand for Cuba, that it had made 

appropriations to secure the use of Samana 
that it had made an inchoate treaty for 

¢ Thomas, and when the offer of San Do- 
yo Was made to the nation through him, 
ee felt in duty bound to entertain it. Had 

i, refused so to do, had he said the American 

oonle stall not have the opportunity of exer- 

vg their judgment or their will as to this 
isition, he would have been guilty of an 
arrogance to which he is a stranger. He 

“ohmitted the whole matter to the people, 
i huving so done, has not put forth a single 


jt 


efort to interfere with their will, and has thus 
fyifilled toe promise of his inaugural address, 
wherein he declared that he should have no 
voliey contrary to the will of the people. 
i have full confidence in bis patriotism and 
ntegrity, and if in the heat of political debate 
is integrity shall be assailed, he will be un- 
affected by the effort, and will stand asunmoved 
as are the rocks of Gibraitar by the udes that 
rise and fall at their base. 

| give my vote in favor of amnesty in some 
degree because of the opinions expressed by 


the Representatives of the people and by a 
President in whom I have all confidence. It 


may be, too, that there are intelligent men at 


the South now excluded from holding office | 


who would be useful to the public were they 
again intrusted with power. I am _ willing, 


at all events, to see if there is yet power in | 


extending still further the humane policy 
which has been heretofore adopted toward 
those who rebelled against the best Govern- 
ment on earth. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. 
adjourn. 

Ihe motion was agreed to; and (at four 
o'clock and twenty minutes p. m.) the Senate 
adjourned. 


I move that the Senate 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WepNespay, January 17, 1872. 

The House met at twelve o’clockm. Prayer 
by Rev. J. P. Newman, D. D., Chaplain of the 
penate. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT FALL RIVER. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


before the House a communication from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to a reso- 
lution of the House, in relation to the erection 
of public buildings at Fall River, Massachu- 
setts; which, on motion of Mr Burrinton. was 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
aud Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 
FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a communication 
from the Governor of the State of Virginia, 
transmitting a joint resolution of the General 
Assembly of that State in relation to the four- 
teenth constitutional amendment; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
lar order. 

Mr. MAYNARD, I hope that the gentle- 
man will suspend the call for the regular order 
until I ean make a report. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being 
called for, the morning hour now begins, at 
eleven minutes past twelve o’clock. Reports 
are in order from the Committee on the ‘lerri- 
tories, 


Mr. MAYNARD. 


I call for the regu- 


I hope the gentlemen I} ¢ 
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of the Committee on the Territories will perinit 
me 

' The SPEAKER. The Chair has fr: juently 
ruled that when the regular order is called 
for and the morning hour begins he will not 
permit the business of the morning hour to be 
interrupted by requests for unanimous consent. 

No reports from the Committee on the Terri 
tories were presented. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back, 
with amendments, the bill (H. R. No. 6511) 
fixing the time from which pensions heretofore 
granted, or which may be hereafter granted, 
shall commence, and extending the time for 
the filing of applications for the same. 

The bill, which was read, provides that all 
pensions which have been granted or may 
hereatter be granted for or in consequence of 
death occurring or wounds received or disease 
contracted in the military or naval service of 
the United States in the late war for the sup 
pression of the rebellion shall commence and 
be payable from the date of the discharge or 
the death of the person on whose account the 
pension has been or shall hereafier be granted ; 
provided that the application for such pen- 


sion has been or shall be tiled with the Com- | 
| missioner of Pensions before the Ist day of 


January, 1873, excepting that applications in 
behalf of insane persons and children under 
sixteen years of age may be filed after the 
expiration of that time, if previously thereto 
they were without guardians or other proper 
legal representatives. But this act is not to 


| apply to pensions granted under special laws. 


The second section repeals ali acts and parts 
of acts inconsistent with the provisions of the 
bill. 

The amendments reported by the commit- 
tee were read, as follows: 


In line thirteen of section one, strike out ‘*1873,’’ 


after the word ** January,” and insert ** 1874.” 

At the end of section one add these words: “nor 
to the increase of pensions authorized by the first 
section of the act of June 6, 1866, and by the second 
section of the act of July 25, 1866.’’ 

The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I would like to inquire 
how this bill gets before the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is reported by the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions on their regu- 


| Jar eall. 


Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. It is unan- 
imously reported by that committee. 

Ihe bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

Lhe latter motion was agreed to. 

FREDERICK A. GARLICK. 

Mr. WAKEMAN, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensicns, reported back a bill (H.R 
No. 497) granting a pension to Frederick A. 
Garlick, of Cortland county. New York. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior 
to place upon the pension-roll, subject to the 
provisions and limitations of the pensi yn laws, 
the name of Frederick A. Garlick, of Cort- 
land county, New York, at the rate of fifteen 
dollars per month, to commence May 18, 1871, 
the date of the amputation of his limb. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a thirdtime; and beiug engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WAKEMAN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
|} on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ANNA BUTTERFIELD. 
Mr. WAKEMAN also. from the Committee 


om Invalid Pensions, reported a bill (H. R. |; 
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No. 1057) granting a pension to Anna Butter 
lames A. B. Batterfield 


a . 
rhe biil authorizes and directs the Secre- 


field, mother of 


tary of the Interior to place on the pension 
roll, subject to the provisions and limitations 
of the pension laws, the name of Anna Butter 
field, mother of James A. B. Batterfield, late 
a sergeant of the se ‘ond Il 1S cavalry, who 
lost his life by the bu: ling of the steamer Sul- 
tana, April 27, 1865, and pay her a pension at 
the rate of eight dollars per mouth from the 
passage of the act and during her widowhood, 

Mr. BIRD. I ask for the reading of the 
report in that case. 

Mr. MOORE. There is no report, but the 
petition sets forth all the faet ~and | ask that 
it be read in explanation of the bill 

lhe Clerk read as follows: 

To the Conaresa of the United States: 

Your petitioner, the undersigned, would respect- 
fully represent thatsheis the motherof James A, B. 
Butterficid, who enlisted on the 19th day of July, aA. 
D. 1861, inthesecond regiment of Lllinoiseavalry;that 
he was promoted to the grade of sergeant, and in 
that capacity served faithtully and honorably to the 
end of his enlistment, as the accompanying official 
report fully represents; that after the expiration of 
his enlistment he continued toserve the Government 
as a clerk in the quartermaster’sdepartment, & posi- 
tion to which he had been detailed before his term 
of service expired; that he continued in this capacity 
till the close of the war, and, on his way home, with 


many of his old comrades, lost his life on the Mis 
sissippi river by the burning of the steamer Sul- 
tana, on the 27th day of April, A. D. 1865, His papers 
of discharge and detail accompanying were found 
on his body when it was recovered, but his watch, 
ring, and money, and all articles of whatever value 
were stolen from his person. 

Your petitioner further respectfully represents 
that she is now aged and infirm, being in her sev- 
enty-first year; that said Sergeant Butterfield was 
her only child, the stay and support of her deelining 
years; that by his death she lost her whole depend- 
ence and support. She has never applied for a pen- 
sion, because she has been discouraged therefrom by 
representation that her case did not come within the 
provisions of the law. Of this she does not feel com- 
petent to judge. She only knows that she lost her 
boy while he was in the service of the United States; 
that she gave him freely to her country’s cause, and 
she now respectfully asks that the Government so 
faithfully served by her son will not in her age and 
need neglect the mother. i : 

ANNA BUTTERFIELD. 
Nasuua, New Hampsuire, December 1, 1871. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WAKEMAN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be Jaid 
on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
MARGARET COGGINS 


Mr. MOORE, from the same committee, 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 1058) granting a 
pension to Margaret Coggins, widow of Philip 
Coggins. late a private company A, eleventh 
regiment Massachusetts volunteers; which was 
read a first and second time. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and 
direets the Secretary of the Interior to place 
upon the pension-roll, subject to the pro- 
visions and limitations of the pension laws, 
the name of Margaret Coggins, widow of Philip 
Coggins, late aprivate of company A, eleventh 
regiment Massachusetts and pay 
her a pension from the passage of this act, and 
during her widowhood, of eight dollars per 
month. 

Mr. BIRD. I ask for the reading of the 
report in this ease. 

Mr. MOORE. There is no report, but I 
will makea brief statement in the case. Philip 


volunteer 


Coggins of company A, eleventh regiment 


Massachusetts volunteers, was wounded at 
Fair Oaks in 1862. He remained in hospital 
nearly a year in consequence ot the wound ne 
then received. He was discharged on a sur 

geon’s certificate of disability, and he went 
home on crutches. He was never able uf I 

ward to walk without crutches. Soon «fter 
he returned home he made application fi ra 
pension. His paperswere good. ‘There ix no 
sort of doubt about his being entitled to a pen- 


sion. While his pension claim was pending 





i 


ae 


ra 
ayers 
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the soldier died. The circumstances of the 
case are these: this soldier was very much 
reduced in conse quence of his wounds, which 
had never healcd Hie had never been al to 
walk alone after he was wounde 1. On coming 


down stairs he fell, and died in a few days 
afterward. He 8} oke only once after his fal 
The committee are aware that the case 
peculiar, but they are also aware that it is one 
ol great merit The surgeon who attended 
him in general testified thatthe wound was of 
uch severity, and this soldier was so much 
reduced from the effects of the wound, that 
he is himself satisfied that the death of the 
soldier resulted in con equence of his wound 
| will say further that the testimony is com- 
plete in reference to the character of this sol- 
dier. Jle was a temperate man A numbei 
have testified to thi point it was testified by 
those who knew him betore he was wounded 
and alterward poor and desti- 


His widow 


tute, On the assumption that he was entitled 
to a pension, ol whi h there is no doubt. we 
have pro. led in this bill that his widow shall 


widowhood 


If his pen 


BION ¢ laim ly 1d been granted, his pension wo ild 


receive it during her 


have dated back to the time when he was dis 
Had that pension 
been granted before his death, his widow and 


charged from the hospital. 
minor child sul Viving vould have be eu entitled 
to full pension. But the pension certificate 
did not issue, and while the claim was pending, 
as | have already said, the soldier died Phi 
bill gives his widow a pension only from the 
act and during her 
widowhood lt seems to me that this poor 


date of the passage Of this 
and helpless woman, having endured so much 
her husband from wounds 
received in the service 


hardship, having lost 
of the e yuntry, ought 
to have at least the relief which is proposed 
l think 
i clear one, and that this pension 
ought to be granted. 

Mr. KERR. Tf should like to make an in- 
quiry tdas the widow in this case married 
afier the death of her husband on account of 
wi 


from the hands of the Government. 


the cause 1 


i services this re ivf is prop ysed? 

Mr. MOOKEE Shei till the widow of the 

deceased soldier, aud in poor and destitute 

circumstance 
Mr. KERR. 

I thought, from the course of the gentleman's 

remarks, that she had remarried. 

Mr. MOORKI Not at all. 


l asked the question because 


Mr. KERR. I am in favor of the bill, then. 
The bi | WAS ord re ] to be engrossed and 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
aceordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. MOORE woved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; 
that the 
table. 
I'be latter motion was agreed to. 


and also moved 
motion to ree msider be laid on the 


PHCEBE HASKELL. 

Mr. MOORE also, from the same commit 
tee, reported a bill (Hl. R. No. 1059) granting 
aw pension to Phasbe Haskell, widow ot Sidney 
Smith; 

ihe quesuion was ou orde ring the bill to be 


enugross ‘d and read a third time. 
I 


which was read a tirst and second time, 


be bill direets the Secretary of the Inte or 


to pince On the pen 1On-To c subject to the pro 
visions and limitations of the peusion laws, the 


hame ol Mrs, Phoebe Llaskell, who was the 


widow of Sidney Smith, master commandant in | 


the United States Navy, the said Smith having 
died in the service, and her last husband hav- 
ing died also, leaving her in destitute eircum- 
stances at an advanced age, and pay her the 
sum or thirty dollars per month from the day 
of the passage of this act, and during her 
widowhood. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. I desire to 
ask the chairman of the Committee on luvalid 
Pensions whether he reports this bill with the 
consent of the committee. 

Mr. MOORE. He does. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. Was not the 


gentleman to make a statement of the circum- 
tances under which this bill was reported? 
Mr. MOORE. Most assuredly, and [ will 
do 80. Il um instructed by the committee to 
report this bill, and to ask that it be put upon 
its passage. At the same i 


by the committee to make a statement in ref- 


» J was instructed 





erence to the peculiar character of the bill. 
Mrs. Haskell was in receipt of a pension in 
consequence of the death of her former hus- 
band, a master commandant in the United 
States Navy. She received that pensi yn from 
1827, the date of her husband’s death, to July, 

7, the date of her subsequent marriage. 
The pension was continued to her children 
until the last one became sixteen years of age, 
in August, 1842. Her last husband died on the 
Sth day of January, 1852. Now, itis known, as 
a matter of course, to every member of this 
House, that the marriage of a widow discon- 
tinues her pension, and that when she again 
becomes a widow she has no claim under the 
pension laws to draw her pension. ‘This case 
has been presented to us as a case specially 
meritorious. The widow is about seventy 
years of age now, and is very poor and de 
pendent. Her last husband, as I have said, 
died in 1852, and she is now living on the 
chances of the charity of others. 

i will now yield to my friend from New 
York, [Mr. WueeLer,j who is perfectly ac- 
quainted with the case, and who desires to 
make a remark 

Mr. WHEELER. The chairman of the com- 
mittee has accurately stated the facts of the 
ease. ‘This bill passed the last House, and failed 
in the Senate only for want of time. It was 
carefully examined by Mr. Benjamin, the chair- 
man of the committee during the last Con- 
gress, and he informed me that there were sev- 
eral precedents for it. I bave not looked for 
them myself. There was alarge fund contrib- 
uted by naval officers for the purposes of pen- 
sions and covered into the Il'reasury. ‘This 
fund amounts to several million doilars, and 
this widow. | think, has an equitable claim on 
it for relief. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I feel it to be 
my duty to call the attention of the House to 
this bill, as a specimen of a good many which 
We ure !1Ke ly to have before us. It is a fixed 
principle in our pension laws, as the chairman 
of the committee has correctly stated, that 
pensions to the widows of deceased soldiers 
cease when they marry again. Now, that 
principle is broad and general, and as nearly 
universal as any principle that has ever en- 
tered into our pension laws. As apphed to 
the widows of soldiers of the war of 1812, 
it is perfectly manifest, from the very lapse 
of time, that thousands on thousands of these 
widows are excluded by that principle. If, 
now, we break through that rule, and say that 
a special ease shall be taken up, where the 
widowremarried long subsequently tothe date 
of her first husband's death, and where the 
second husband also died, and that a pen- 
ion shall be granted in such a case, [ see no 
reason in the world why we should not open 
the law to the case of every widow in those 
circumstances who is poor. If so, the merits 
of the case must rest, not on the general prin- 
ciple of the law of service, but on the means 
of the person who asks for a special bill. 

Now, if it comes to that, there is not a man 
on this floor who cannot bring scores of cases, 
| might almost say hundreds of cases, from his 
district of old widows of soldiers of the war of 
1812, who have bad one, two, or three hus- 
bands since the war, but who are now again 
widows, and I ask the House to consider this 
case not merely on its own merits but as it 
stands related to all other cases. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Wuee_er} says he understands that last year 
there were two or three precedents cited for 
the proposed action. Now, if there were such 
precedents, they were cases which were got 


| through as this bill will be got through, if at 
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| as faithfully as any man. 


all, simply because of the deserving char 
and suffering condition of the widows for wh 

10M 
they were asked, and not on the ground of 


the general duty that the Government of i 
United States owes to its dead soldiers. [| i 


acter 


the House, therefore, to pause before ; 
carry on the precedents in this line [f 

have already made two or three such preeo. 
dents, they were sporadic and eXceptio 

cases; and if any gentleman can show that 
this case will be any more exceptional than 
two or three or ten thousand cases that Can c. 


brought here, | hope he will do it. ] hope the 
House will not pass this bill. I hope the 
House will act in view of the effect of this 
action on our future legislation. Our peusi 
list has now swollen beyond all account, fay 
beyond anything ever known in the country 
What was done last winter for the soldiers of 
the war of 1812 and their widows has alre 
set a precedent that has been pressed on 


sides. 


1 
iY 


ady 
all 
here have come to meand [ haye pre- 
sented a number of petitions asking that 4] 
the soldiers of the Mexican war be let in oy 
the same terms as those of the soldiers of the 
war of 1812 are let in; and it would be dij 
cult to show any reason why we should not dy 
that. 

One word more, and | have done. A large 
number of men have sent letters to me saying 
that they served, some of them through one 
hundred battles. One of them says, * It is 
true that | did not get wounded, but | served 
Why should not { 
have a pension for my services during the late 
war as well as a man who served only six 
days, and never was in a battle? | am as 
poor as any of these men.’’ Now, I ask the 
House to consider the case, as it will relate to 
our future action. 

Mr. WHEELER. I would ask the chair. 


man of the committee if he has the petition 


| accompanying this bil, and if ‘so, I will ask 
him to have it read. 


Mr. MOORE. ido not think it is neces 


sory to take up the time of the House in 


reading the petition. In my first remarks | 
stated the merits of this case completely and 
the law in reference to it. f wish to remark, 
in regard to the statement of the gentieman 
from Ohio about precedents, thatit is needless 
for gentlemen to speak ebout precedents, and 
about opening the door to claims. There is 
no possible case that could arise, or at leas’ 
there are no kinds of cases that have occurred 
in the past that have pot been examined by 
the Committee on Pensions, and bills passed 
in reference thereto, and passed upon thie 
merits of the particular case as it presented 
itself at the time. Should a bill like this pass 
on account of its peculiar merits and of the 
peculiar circumstances counected with the 


(| Case, on account of the extreme age of the 


| claimant, from consideration of the fact that 
| the pension could not by any possibili'y long 


be drawn, it would not open the door to the 


| claim of another widow unless that case in if 
| self appear to be a particularly grievous one. 


If this House should discover-that there was 


| a case peculiarly grievous and of great hard 
| ship, why, then, they would not ask for a pre 


cedent, but would simply come to the relief 


of such a person if they could do so with an) 


justice to the country. 
Now, sir, | am not particular about this case, 
but I want the House tully to understand it, 


| and | believe they do understand it. ‘This widow 


is now poor, and seventy-odd yearsot age. A 
large petition signed by citizens imploring Coa- 


| gress to render assistance to this lady is here 


on file, and if the House does not acquiesce in 
granting the prayer of that petition, why the 


committee will not feel at all that they have 


been unkindly dealt with. But I do say that 
while there is such a disposition to watch every 
pension case here, it would look well if the 
House should manifest an equal disposition 1 
looking afier the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment in some other direction. This small way 
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i king of 


United 5 


saving money to the Treasury of 
ates at the expense of suffering 
ts upon the country is not manly, it 
ime to ne, Wheu there seems to be no specia! 
nle about spending large sums in other 
E ARNSW TORTH. When did the hus- 
band of the petitioner die? 

an - MOORE. He died in 1827, in the ser- 
“ of the United States as a master com- 


i 


tual of the Navy. 

Mr. WHEELER. The chairman of the 
mittee will allow me to make one remark. 
wish to call the attention of the House to 
ve manifest distinction between this case and 
he cases cited by the gentleman from Ohio. 
ris is a claim fora naval pension. It is a 
‘im to be paid out of a fund which officers 
ihe Navy themselves formed by their own 

‘buti us, amounting to several million 
dollars, which have been covered into the 
reasury. This lady, [hold, has an equitable 
claim to relief from this fund. It is not sim- 
‘lay to the eases referred to by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD. ] 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. 
chairman of the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
wns [Mr. Moore] yield to me for a few 

” 


; rs 


Mr. MOORE. Certainly. 
fr, SPEER, of Pennsyl!vania. 


ealithe attention of the House to the excep- 


Will the 


I desire to || 


tional character of the legislation proposed by || 


this bill. This is the only case within my 


knowledge where it has been proposed to grant | 


a pension to a widow who has remarried, and | 


who did not make an 
until the death of her second husband. Now, 
the chairmain of the committee, (Mr. Moore, | 
and my colleagues on the committee, 
me witness that I have dealt most leniently 
one geuerously with the applicants for pen- 

ions. But, as a Representative here of the 
people, | owe a duty to the tax-payers of this 
~ountry, and that duty is to see that there shall 
c some reasonable limit placed by Congress 

1 the passage of pension bills. 

Ju this case the widow remarried, with 
the law before her at the time, with the knowl- 
edge that her act would deprive her of ob- 
taining a pension ; and she lived several years 
with her second husband; then, some time 
alter his death, she comes to Congress and 
a pension. It is the only case, out of 
thousands and thousands and tens of thousands 
of widows in the country who have remarried, 
I think I may 
this bill never would have passed 
the committee, never would have been recom- 
mended by the committee, unless it had been 


asks for 


that has ever been brought here. 
Say that 


upon the express understanding and promise | 


of the chairman that a statement of the facts 
would be made to the House, and the bill sub- 
mitted upon its merits. 

The legislation proposed by this bill is dan- 
gerous, is exceptional; it opens the door of 
the national Treasury, and no man upon this 
floor can tell to what extent. For these rea- 
sons, with every disposition to deal generously 
with the widows and soldiers of the country, 
] feel it my solemn duty to the tax-payers of 
the nation to oppose the passage of this bill. 

Mr. KERR. I wish the gentleman would 

state to the House whether in this claim there 
are any extraordinary circumstances in favor 
ot this applicant? 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, There are 
none. On the contrary, the long lapse of time, 
andthe high position which the former husband 
0! the widow occupied in the Navy, go to show 
that she has been in comfortable cireum- 
Stauces, and that there has been no pressing 
necessity whatever for this application. If this 
bill shall pass, this widow will get a pension of 
twenty-five dollars a month, and yet she has not 
asked for it for m: ny long years. 

Mr. MOORE. ‘The statement of the gen- 
tleman in regard to the circumstances of this 
applicant is “absolutely incorrect. The testi- 


application for a pension | 


will bear | 
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mony in the case is that she is poor, and is 
subsisting upou the help of others. The 


t shie 


tleman is mistaken in his statement. ri 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. She may be 
poor now. There are thousands and tens of 
thousands of poor widows in this land who, 
if the granting of pensions is based upon the 
circumstance of their poverty, have just as 
high a claim for pensions as this widow. If 
widows who remarry are to have pensions, 
there should be a general bill passed, and 
Congress should not make flesh of one and 
fish of another. requires that they 
should all be treated alike. 

Mr. WOOD. Will the gentleman from IIli- 
nois| Mr. Moore] yield to me fora moment? 

Mr. MOORIL 1 will do so. 

Mr. WOOD. Lam very gladof this discus 
sion, and only hope that good may come of it, 
not only in reference to this particular case, 
the merits of which I know nothingabout, but 
also that it may effect a’ reform of this whole 
question. | hold in my hand a communication 
from the representatives of the widows of sol 
diers of the war of 1812 in the city of New 
York, which 1 desire to have read by the 
Clerk, as it is directly pertinent to the subject 
raised by this discussion, 

Mr. MOORE. I do not know that I can 
yield to have that read. 

Mr. WOOD. It will take buta moment. I 
want the House to understand exactly the 
position of this question. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Jus ice 


Drar Str: The undersigned, veterans of the war 
of 1812, and claim agents for the old soldiers and 
widows of such, beg leave to call sar stient on to 
the pension act p: ussed by Congress February len 
The third section of the law bears very hard on ales 
poor old widows, whose ages wre generally over 
eighty years. The idea that these old people would 
perjure themselves for the sake of eight dollars per 
month, only in prospective, is rather ridiculous. We 
make out their claims, they prove their identity by 
two witnesses who knew them as the widows of the 
soldiers they represent; they sign the elaim and 
swear to it before a court of reeords, as required by 
law. This is not suffie ue nt for the Commissioner ot 
Pensions. He demands such evidence asit is almost 
impossible for one out ise one hundred to give. We 
herewith inclose the circular, that you may see its ab- 
surdity in widows’ cases. W e would most respect- 
fully ask your honorable interference in behalf of 
these old widows, and endeavor to have the law 
modified in such a way as will give these old ladies 
a chance to get their pensions under the bounty land 
act of 1855. The Commissioner of Pensions decided 
that two witnesses who knew them living together 
for the longest number of years as husband and wile, 
and of good repute as such in the community, was 
sufficient evidence to br cure a land warrant, and 
we should think that is all that ought to be required 
of them to obtain their pensions. In the hope you 
will take this matter into serious consideration, and 
endeavor to have the law modified so as to give them 
u chance to spend a little of Unele Sam’s money in 
their fast declining years, we subscribe ourselves, 

Yours, respecttully, 

General H. RAYMOND, 
Colonel ABRAHAM DALLY, 
No. 4 City Halil Place, New York ( ly. 


Hon. Fernanpno Woop, 


Menber of Cong 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, } -ENSION O FICE, 
WasuinGcron, D. C., July 7, 1871. 


GENTLEMEN: In the claim of Catharine Yurcks, 
for a D gar oy pension, under act of February 14, 
1871, No. 859, proof of her marriage to the soldier 
prior to February 17, 1815, is required. You are in- 
formed that proof upon this pointis of value in the 
following order 

l. A certified copy of a church or other public 
record 

2. An affidavit of the officiating clergyman or 
lnugistrate. 

3. The testi 
the ceremony. 

The testimony of two or more witnesses who 
know the parties to have lived together as husband 
apd wife from the date of their alleged marriage, 
the witnesses stating the period during which they 
knew them thus to cohabit. 

Before any of the lower classes of evidence can be 
accepted, it must be shown by competent testimony; 
that none higher can be obtained. 

Leturn this circular with the evidence. 

Very respectfully, 

J.H. BAKER, ( 


ux & Co., Present. 
Mr. WOOD Under the Commissioner’s 
coustruction of the law, se 


uony of two or more cye witnesses of 


ssivoner, 
DaANIeEL E. Gi 


aged women are 
req! uired to p yroduce evide of their marriage, 
which i 


in many instances apne place fifty or |, 
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sixty years ago ; const pee the evidence can 
not be procured; and these poor cid women 
are allowe ad to die Ih pove rly and want in con- 
sequence, either of a defeet 


in the law or a 
1on of it by 


misconstruet the Commissioner. I 
call the attention of the chairman of the com- 
mittee to this matter, eXpressing the hope 
that he will at an early day report a bill which 
will give all these widows an opportunity to 
receive the bounty to which they are entitled 
under the law. 

Mr. MOORE. I now yield to the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. Arcuer. ] 

Mr. ARCHER. Mr. Speaker, I agree with 
the remarks of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. Speer,] so far as his remarks are 
applicable to Army pensions. But, sir, this is 
a naval pension, and stands in an entirely differ- 
ent category from Army pensions. The naval 
pension fund belongs to the oflicers and seamen 
of the Navyand their survivors. It wasinvested 
for their benefit in United States bonds; and a 
great wrong was done to that fund when in 
July, 1868, the interest was cut down from six 
per cent. annually in gold to three per cent. 
But, sir, that fund belongs to the officers and 
seamen of the Navy and their widows by virtue 
of captures made by the Navy during the late 
war. ‘The fund is pledged to them by statute 
after statute. There is a regulation inthe Navy 
that the law so pledging it be read on board our 
shipsevery month to the oflicers and seamen, 
in order to stimulate them to proper exertions 
in bebalf of their country. 

Now, this fund belonging to them, and there 
really being a surplus of interest on the fund, 
this widow, as well as all other widows of naval 
officers and seamen of the United States, ought 
to be paid her pension. I trust that before 
this Congress adjourns it will do an act of jus 
tice by restoring to this fund the interest which 
properly belongs to it—six per cent. in gold. 

Mr. MOORE. I now yield to the gentieman 
from New Jersey, [Mr. Brun. ] 

Mr. BIRD. Mr. Speaker, there is a prin- 
ciple involved in this bill which neither money 
nor any other consideration should at all influ 
ence or interfere with. It matters not what 
the wealth of the naval fund may be. Undoubt- 
edly this great Government has control of a 
sufficient amount of taxable property to raise 
a fund for poor suffering widows if they need 
it. That, therefore, is not the consideration. 
If this class of females deserve any consider- 
ation at our hands, let us raise the necessary 
funds; let us place in the Treasury that where- 
with their necessities may ever be answered. 

3ut as the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gar- 
FIELD] has suggested, the important question 
for our consideration is, shall we open this 
door, which will, to a great e xtent, exhaust the 
‘Treasury, and th: ut very rapidly I have now 
been upon the Committee on Ivalid Pensions 
for two years; and I know that a very great 
many cases of this character are constantly 
being pressed. ‘his very committee is now 
about to report adversely upon the case of Ida 
Richardson, a poor w 
enth congressional district of Indiana, for whose 
relief a bill was introduced by the gentleman 
from that district, [Mr. Maxson.] The com- 
mittee pro} e to report adversely upon her 
case because, forsooth, with the law before her, 
d, as did the widow who is to be 
benefited by the pending bill. What is the 
difference between the two cases? Both are 
widows, and boca have remarried with the law 
staring them in the face, and declaring that 
thereby they forfeit their pensions and all claim 
to a pension thereafter. [| have as much sym- 
pathy for this class as have any others, perhaps 
more than many; and if the House should see 
fit to pass favorably upon this case, I shall 
speedily notify all those against whom [| have 
made adverse reports to come here with their 
hall urge that 


isherwoman of the sev- 


she remarri 


applications for pensions, and | 
they be allowed, ; 

Mr. ARCHER. The difference between this 
case and that spoken of by the gentleman from 
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New y ) im 6b very Cieariv 
illustrated readit s lew line rom the act 
of 1 i re jal , Livi | an 
act w l 

se . 

[ will read firstf 1 the lawapproved M 

9” iv he 

Sxc. 9. Ti ill money a ruin h 
} ilready accrued ! 1@ sa fj ill 
bye l remain forey fund forthe payment of the 
half iy to the offi sand immen who may be en 
titled to receive t ine; andif the said fundshall 
be ient for this purpose, t public faith 
her edged to nake up the deficiency; but if 
ale l be more than sufficient, the surplus shall b 
ipplied, as Congress may hereafter direct by law, to 
the making of turther provision for the comfort of 
the ibled officers, mnel id marines, and 
. mM may not b lisab i iO nay merit by 
th bravery, or their lor ind taithful servi 
t ratitude ! ! ir y 

seo, 1 That t sid fund shall be under t 
manager t and adi ion of the Secretary of t 
Nav hie ecretary of the Treasury, id the > 
rela f{ Wa the time being, Who at hereby 
iuthorized to r i h su as the United 
States may be entitled totr ithesaleof prizes, and 
to mnve t? t i the interest arising there 
from, in such K per nt. or other stock 
the United Sta majority of them from time 
to tite lidet i en t mivantageous; 

ditehuall be the du the sard commissioners to 
lay betore ¢ 5 in the first week of 
their annual meeting, a minute and correct state 
men ithe pt eedings in relation tothe manage 
ment of said faund,”’ 

\ resolution regulating the investment of 
the naval pension tund, approved July 1, 1864, 
18 In these words 

“That the Secretary of the Navy, as trustee of the 
naval pension tund, be, and he is hereby, authorized 
nd directed to cause to be invested in the registered 
curities of the United Stat on the Ist day ot 
January and the lst day of July of each year, so 
much of the said fand then in the Treasury of the 
United States as nay net be required for the pay 
mentotn il pensior for the then current fiseal 
year and, uj th requisi mn of the said Secre 
tary, #01 hof the said fund as may be not required 
fo i payment of pensions accruing during the 
current fiseal year shall be held in the Treasury on 
the days aforesaid in each year satdaek to bia endo’ 
for th 1 » of such immediate investment; 
and the interest, yable in coin, upon the said 
mrifies tn whiel the said fund shall be invested, 
sali i o paid when due to the order of the Secre 
tar the Navy, and he is hereby authorized and 
di ed to exchange the amount of such interest, 
WW n paid in coin, tor s0 much of the legal currency 
of the United ites as may obtained therefor at 
the current rates of premium on gold, and to deposit 
the said interest so converted in the Treasury to the 
eredit of tue said naval pension fund: Prorided, 
That nothing herein contained ball be construed 
to interfere with the payment of naval pension 
under the supervision of the Secretary of the Inte 
rior as now regulated by law.”’ 

Mr. SPEEI Pennsylvania. Allow me 
a moment. 

Mr. MOORE [I cannot yield farther. | 


have but one 
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reto Say. 


THE CONGRES 


has been 


rep ated so often that this opens a new door 
lam compels dtu s yitisnottrue. Gentle 

men are mistaken in this regard. Pen s 

under pecul 2 distressing circumstances, 
have been gr ted betore, When the first one 
Was granted ' was the time to talk about open 
ingthe door. Itvery door has been opened, 
Because a washerwoman cannot bring any 
proot in reference to her case, which will 
justify us in introducing a bil for her relief, 
is no ason why the Committee on [uvatid 
Pensions should not allow a bill for the relief 
of some other woman who is not a washer 

woman bhis isan aged man, who is now 
living upon the charity oto her people if 
this llouse grants her a pension, it will be 
fora few years only. She raised her family 
under difheult cireumstaneces. She labored 
fai a to edacate them. She was the wife 
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Mr Gar p of Ohio, were appointed. 

The ( Cpe ey and the tellers re- 
ported yes 75, noes 6U. 

So the previous question was seconded, and 
the main ques ion ordered to be now put. 

Mr. SPIER. of Pennsylvania. I[ move to 
rec the bill. ; 

PEAKER. Itis not in order during 


the opera 
Mr. 
move to re 


Hon 


on of the previous question. 
BARNS SWORTH. Is it in order 
fer it toa Committee of the Whole 


SIONAL GLOBE. 


} 


to | 


The SPEAKER. Not while the previous | 
qu on is Operating. aba aidnameten 
be net seconded or called after the engross- 
men ie bill, it will be in order to recom- 


end the bill to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

The biil 
lathir 


read 


was ordered to be engrossed and 
d time; and being engrossed, it was 
iccordingly read the third time. 

Mr. MOORE 
non the passage of the bill. 
Mr. GARFILSLD, of Ohio. 
vy of the « ndeeanal bill. 
MAYNARD. In orderto have the bill 
ssed | move to adjourn, and on that 
motion | demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
demand for the reading of the engrossed biil 
will only se delay, I withdraw it. In m 
judgment, one of the bills already reported 
and passed this morning will take out of the 
0,000,000. 


I demand the previous ques- 
tie 
I ask for the 
Te din 


Mr. 


eng 


Cau 


Treasury $2 
‘The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 


j 


1} 
| 


As it seems my | 


KERR demanded the yeas and nays on | 


bill. 

ys were ordered 

im was taken; and it was decided 
atirmative—yeas 107, nays 85, not voting 
17; ask 


the passage of the 
The 
lhe 


inth 


yeas and ha 


+ 


questi 


}] , 
1IOWS: 


YLAS—Messrs. Acker, 


Archer, Averill, 
Beatty, Beveridge, Biggs, 


Barber, 
James G. Blair, 


George 







|| authorized to require 
|| of the State of 


| 


M. Brooks, Bue key, Buttinton, Benjamin F. But- 
ler, Roderick RK. Butler, Carroll, William T. Clarke, 
Cobb, Coghlan, Conger, Conner, Cox, Crebs, Don- 
nan, Duell, Dunnell, Eames, Farwell, Charies Foster, 

Vilder D. Foster, Frye, Getz, Goodrich, Haldeman, 
llalsey, Hancoek, Handley. llawley, Gerry W. Hazie- 
ton, John W. Uazleton, Hill, Hoar, Hooper, Hough- | 
ton, Kellogg, Ketcham, Laimison, Lamport, Lansing, 
Lowe, Lynch, Marshall, Maynard, McClelland, Me- 
Grew, MeHenry, McJunkin, Mereur, Merriam, Mon- 
! M are Leena ayers Negley, Packard, Packer, 

Hi wen W, _ irker, Peck, Pendleton, Peree, Kili Perry, 
Peters, Poland, Porter, Potter, Price, Prindle, Rainey, 
K undall, lis HL. Roberts, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sawyer, 

ecley, 8 ons, Shanks, Shoemaker, Slocum, Sloss, 

iL. B ardman Smith. John A. Smith, Snapp, Thomas 
J. Speer, Sprague a irkweather, Stevenson, Stow- 
oll, Taffe. J iomas, \ -hington ‘Townsend, Twichell, 
Upson, Wakeman, Wallace, Wallis, Warren, Wil 
Jard, Williams of Indiana, Williams of New York, 
and Wood—107. 

NAYS — Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Arthur, Barry, 
Beck, Bell, Bingham, Bird, Austin Blair, Braxton, 
James Brooks, Burehard, Burdett, Caldwell, Co- 
burn, Comingo, Cotton, Crossland, Darrall, Davis, 
Dawes, Dickey, Du Bose, Duke, Eldridge, Ely, 
Vinkelnburg, Forker, G: urfield, Garrett, Golladay, 
Grifith, Llambleton, llanks, Harper, George Kk. 
Harris. John T. Harris, Ilavens, Heretord, Hol- 
man, Kerr, Killinger. King, Lewis, Manson, MecCor- 
mick, MeIntyre, McKee, MeNeely, Merrick, Mitch- 
ell, Morgan, Niblack, Orr, Palmer, Isaac C. Parker, 
Aaron F. Perry, Read, Edward Y. Rice, John M. 
Rice, Ritchie, William KR. Roberts, Seofield, Shel- 
don, Shellabarger, Sherwood, Slater, R. Milton | 
Speer, Stevens, Storm, Stoughton, Strong, Suther- | 
land, Terry. Purn er, Tyner, Van Trump, Vaughan, 
Walden, Waldron, Wells, Whiteley, Whitthorne, 
John ‘i’. Wilson, and Young—85. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Banks, Barnum, 
sigby, Bright, Campbell, Freeman Clarke, Creely, 
Critcher, De Large, Dox, Edwards, Elliott, Farns- 
worth, Lienry D. Foster, Haile, Harmer, Hay, Hays, 


Ilerndon, Hibbard, Kelley, Kendall, Kinsella, Leach, 


MeCrary, MeKinney, Benjamin F. Meyers, Morey, 
Morphis, Platt, Robinson, Rusk, Sargent, Shober, 


Smith, Snyder, St. John, Swann, 


Worthington C, 


Sypher. Dwight Townsend. Tuthill, Voorhees, Wad- || 
(l tl, Wheeler, Jeremiah M. Wilson, and Winches- | 
r—17. 
» the bill was passed. 


| 
| 


| Mr. 


January 17, 


During the roll-eall, 
Mr. McCLELLAND said: Iam desired } 
Mr. Wappe.., of North C arolina, to stat 


State that 


ny 
he is absent on account of sickness. 
The result of the was then 
as above rec ord d. 
Mr MOORE moved to re consider the 
by which the bill was passed ; 


that the motion to reconsider 
table. 


vote announced 


Vor 
Ote 


and also moved 
be laid on the 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
| MESSAGE FROM TILE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. Horace Porrer, Private Secretary ¢, 
the President, announced to the House tha: 
the President had approved and signed 
of the following titles: 

A bill (H. R. No. 774) to establish post 
roads ; and 


777) to establish 
roads. 


post 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Gop 
HAM, its Secretary, informed the House tha 
the Senate had passed, without amendment, » 
bill of the following title: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1051) to change the times 
for holding district and circuit courts of th, 
United States for the western district of Vir. 
ginia. 

| ORDER OF 
Mr. DAWES rose. 

SPEER, of Pennsylvania. I hay 
another bill to report from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Dawes] represents a privileged 
committee, and the morning hour h: iving ex 
pired, the Chair recognizes that gentleman. 

Mr. DAWES. I offer the following reso 
lu tion: : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be authorized to employ a messenger, until other 
wise ordered, at the same compensation as the mes 
senger to the Committee on Appropriations. 


Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. 

LEGISLATIVE, ETC BILL. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, re ported a bill (H. 
R. No. 1060) making ap propriatio ns for the 
legislative, executive, and judicial expenses 
of the Government for the year ending Jun 
30, 1873, and for other purposes; which was 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move that 
the bill be referred to the Committee of t! 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed, and that it be made the special 
order for Tuesday of next week, after the 
morning hour, and from day to day until dis 
posed of. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. desire to reserve 

| all points of order on the bill. 

| The motion of Mr. Garrre.p, of Ohio, wes 
| agreed to. 
| 


BUSINESS. 


I object. 


» APPROPRIATION 


ALABAMA ELEC 


Mr. HOAR, by unanimous consent, intro 
duced the following resolution; which w 
read, considered, and referred to the Commi 

| tee of Elections: 
| Resolved, That 


TION, 


of Elections be 
and obtain from the oflicers 
Alabama having custody thereo! 
| the original ballots cast at the election held on the 
Sih November, 1870, at the precinets of Uchee, 5! 
ver Run, Hartville, Glennville, and Trawick’s, ¢ 
Hime’s, in the county of Russell, and State of Ala 
bama, and also the original ballot-boxes at said pre- 
| cincts at said election, or duly authenticated records 
| thereof, 


PAYMENT OF DUPLICATE CHECKS 
Mr. BECK. The Committee of Ways and 


Means have directed me to reporta bill all” 
thorizing duplicate checks to be issued for 
small amounts, so that and others 
may get their pay. 
objection to it. 
the House bill 


the Committee 


soldiers 


I hope there will he no 

] report it as 
No. 863. 
The substitute alone will 
3 obj ction is taken. 


a substit ute ior 
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2. THE C 


} 


There was no objec ‘tion ; and the bill (H. R. 
1061) to authorize the payment « f dupli- 
disbursing officers was reccived 
b1 ad a first a d second lime, ; 
The qué stion Was on ordering the bill to be 
: pgrossed and read n third time. 
. bill was read. ‘The first section pro- 
vides f* it in place of original checks when 
lyst, stolen, or destroyed the disbursing off- 
cers OF | agents of the United States are author- 
ad at the expiration of six months from the 
late of such checks to issue dup licate cheeks, 
and the Treasurer, Assistant ‘Treasurer, and 
designated deposit aries of the Unired States 
are directed to pay suc h cheeks drawn in pur- 
= ince of law by such officers or agents upon 
ie al proot of the loss of the origin il check 
or checks under suc +h regulations in regard to 
theirissue and payment, and upon the execution 
of such bonds with sure ties to indemnify the | 
United States, as the Secretary of the Treasury 
iy prese ribe. provide d that this act shall not 
apply to any check exceeding in amount the 
cum of $1,000. The second section provides 
that in ease the disbursing officer or agent by 
whom such lost, stolen, or destroyed original 
cht ras issued be dead or no longer in the 
service of the United States, it shall be the duty 
of the proper acco unting officer, under such 
regulations as the Seeretary of the Treasury 
shall prescribe, to state an account and issue 
duplicate in favor of the check-owner of such 
original cheek for the amount thereof; but all 
the restrictions prescribed by the first section 
of this act shall be required and complied with 
before the dupheate check can be issued under 


vie | 
necKs O1 


ONGRESS 


issued for amounts not exceeding $1,000. 
That seemed to be the opinion of the Com- 
mittee 7 Ways and Means of ¢! Con- 
gress, and it is the unanimous opinion of the 
Committee of Ways and Means of the present 
Congress. It seems also to be the desire of 
all the Departments which I have consulted— 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the Second 
Comptroller, the Paymaster General, and such 
other oflicials as | thought knew best about 
these things. ‘hey were unanimous, not only 
in their recommend: ations of the passage of 
this law, but in urging it as a matter of abso- 
lute justice, especially to sailors and soldiers 
and small claimants, who cannot, under the 
existing regulations, draw a dollar unless this 
law passes. 

Mr. KILLINGER. I desire to know whether 
this bill will reach the case of a check sent last 
summer by Colonel Hodges? 

Mr. BECK. ‘The bill relates to all that 
class of claims. 


Mr. KILLINGER. Then it meets a case | 


in point which I have received this morning. 
Mr. BECK. ‘Those were really the special 
cases which required the passage of this bill. 
Mr. KILLINGER. The bill is perfectly 
right and ought to pass. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 


| read a third time; and being engrossed, it 


| 
a section. 1 


Mr. WOOD. | desire to ask the gentleman 
who reports this bill whether it is intended to | 
have a retroactive effect ? 

Mr. BECK. I will explain to the House in 
the object of this bill. The firs: 
section is exactly word for word a copy of a 
bill wens at the first session of this Congress 
appl ‘able to pensions, without any variation 
whatever, and isthe same bill which was passed, 

coming trom the Committee of Ways and 
Means of the last Congress at the last session 
of that Congress, but which was modified in 
the Senate so as to raake itapply to additional 
bounties. This bill simply makes it apply to 
checks not exceeding in amount $1,000, 

lhis was found to be the fact, that in the | 
Paymaster General’s department, and in all 
other Departments, checks would be lost, 
duplicates for which cannot be issued. bor 
instance, | hold in my band a number belong: 
ing to soldiers from Wisconsin, which Mr. 
Hodges, who was tried as a defaulter, pre- 
tended to have sent. These men never got 
their pay and cannot get it, as under the regu- 
lations which now exist no duplie ale check can 
issue except for pensions or additional bounty. 

lhe Paymaster General of the Army bas 
sent a communication urging the passage of 
this bill, The Second Comptroller has also 
furnished me with a statement showing that 
this bill is indispensable, that until within two 
years they were in the habit of issuing dupli 
cate checks under the law of 1857, and that 
under the guards and restrictions provided by 
the Tre cai y Department cs sre had not been a 
dollar lost to the Government since 1857, up 
to this time, under the system. I have copies 
of the bonds, affidavits, and forms required, 
which seem to be perfect. 

lhe second section is one put in at the sug- 
gestion of one of my colleagues on the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means to cover this state of 
things. ‘There were enumerators of the cen- 
sus to whom money was sent in checks, but 
those officers are now out of the employment 
of the Government, and therefore we author- 
ize the disbursing otlicers of the Treasury to 
close up that class of cases in the same way 
and subject to the same condiions. They 
have been issuing these checks for sums not 
exceeding $500. “The Commitiee of W ays and 
Means thought it safe to allow them to be 


a iew words 


was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is not this law now in 
force? 

Mr. BECK. No, sir; no duplicate can 
issue except for pension and additional bounty 
under the existing law. It is limited to that. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. BECK moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

Che latter motion was agreed to. 

LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL, 

Mr. STEVENSON, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and is 
hereby, requested to transmit to this House any 
information he may have, not heretofore given, 
relative to the condition of the Louisville and Port- 
land canal. 

Mr. STEVENSON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted ; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

Lhe latter motion was agreed to. 

BARNEY M. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Lask unanimous consent 
to submit the following preamble and resolu- 
tion for consideration at this time: 


SMITH. 


Whereas thers Wiis produced in evidence before 
a special committee of this House to investigate 
alleged frauds in. tl 1e Paymaster General's office, in 
1867, « paymaster’s check on the Assistant Treasurer 
of the United St utes at Ne w York, payable to Bar- 
ney M. Smith, privat » of company At tenth United 
Beate infantry, or on his mm ier, for P S17 72, and said 

heck is now b ‘lieved to be among the papers and 
sasoena pertaining to said special committee, in the 
cus stody of the Clerk of this House: Now, therefore 

Be itresolved by the House of Represent atives, That 
the Clerk of this House be, and is hereby, authorized 
to remove said check from the files and deliver the 
same to said Barney M. Smith, orto his duly author- 
ized attorney in fact, to be hereafter appointed, 
taking a proper reccipt for the same, and retaining 


| acopy inplace of the check so de livered up. 


Just one word on this subject. I submit 
this resolution at the iustance of the gevite 
man who was the chairman of that committee 
a gentleman then re presenting a district 
State of New York, Mr. Lincoln. This check 
was produced before that committee as one 
link . the chain of testimony pro; saad to es- 
tablish a certain point. That check was never 
revurned., Lhe only object of this resolution 
is to authorize th: » Clerix of this House to take 
the check from the files and return it to the 
one to whow it be ‘lon g 


: 


of + 


fhe preamble and resolution were adopted. 
Mr. HOLMAN moved to reconsider the 


vole by which the resolution was utlopied ; 
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and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 
ihe latter motion was agreed to. 
LAND OFFICE REPORT 
Mr. PRICE, from the Committee on Print- 


ing, reported the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 
printed five thousand copies of the report of the 


Commissioner of the General Land Office for 1870, 
of which three thousand copies shall be for the use 


of the House, one thousand for the Senate, and one 
thousand for the land department. 
Mr. PRICE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 
lhe latter motion was agreed to. 
IMPORTATIONS, 


Mr. PRICE, from the same committee, also 
reported the follow ng esolution; which was 
read, considered, and adopted : 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the 
House one thor isand ex tra copiesof the communica- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury in reference to 
importations used in the arts and manufactures of 
the United States. 

Mr. PRICK moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

BIENNIAL REGISTER, 

Mr. PRICE, from the same committee, also 
reported the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 


printed one thousand extra copies of the United 
States Biennial Register for the year 1871. 

Mr. PRICE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

Che latter motion was agreed to. 


STAMPED ENVELOPES. 


Mr. PRICE. I am also instructed by the 
same committee to report back a petition 
of sundry citizens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
and also a petition of sundry citizens of Mar- 
shalltown, Iowa, on the subject of the sale of 
stamped envelopes by the Post Oflice Depart 
ment, and to move that the commiitee be di 
charged from their further consideration, and 
that thev be re ft rred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CIVIL SERVICE REFORM 
Mr. SNAPP. I ask unanimous consent to 


offer the following preamble and resoluati 
and to have the same referred to the Cominit 
tee of the Whole on the singe of the Union : 


Whereas, on December 18, 1S7]1, acommission com- 
posed of seven men addressed a document, ealled 
a ‘“report,’’ tothe President of the United 8 
recommending in said document that the Presi 
dent of these United States adopt a set of rule 
numbering thirteen, framed by these seven men 
called a ‘‘ commission: and whereas in said rule 
there isa recommendationthatan “ advisory board 
be appointed by the President, and in addition 
thereto that ‘‘the President designate three persons 
in each department of the public service to serve as 
a board of examiners” to permit men to enter the 
publicservice: Therefor 

Be it resolved, That itis not expedient that said 
recommendation be adopted, and that sach recom 
mendation does not meet the approvalof this House, 
nor do we believe that said rules and report meet 
the approval of the people of these United States. 


Mr. HOLMAN [ think this resolution 
should be acted upon now. 

Mr. DAWES. 1 understand that the pre 
tleman from Illinois | Mr. Sx LPP | is de 4 
of addressing the Committee of the Whol le 
upon this subject. if this resolution shall be 
referred to the enrnnats of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, will in a few moments 
move to go ne Committee of the 
give him that opportunity. 

Mr MAY NA KD \ ould it not he hetter 
fox thi > re olution to be referred to the Com 
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Whole to 
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ion of the Civil 





mittee on the Reorganiz 


serv ce? 
Mr. DAWES. 


I do not know of anything 


special fe r the eet ae der at th tim 
Mr CONGER. 11d it be proper to mo 

to refer th ae n to the special C 

mittee on the Reorganization of the Civil Se: 


fhe SPEAKEI 
the Committee of the 
the U 
olution 
for reference or any other purpose, I 
the resolution for the 
urpose of reference: Committee of the 
\\ hole on the state of the Union’ 

Mr. ee I object. 


Mr. DAWES why there should 


The motion to refer to 
Whole on the state of 
nion would take prec dence, ‘The res- 
however, 1 not yet either 
there 


objection to receivin 


Id ynotlsee 


be any objection to referring the resolution to 
the Committee of the Wh 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Louis 
jana [| Mr. SHeLtpon | obj and the resolu 


tion is not before the 


SULPHOR MINING PLATE GLASS. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I am directed by the 
Committee of Wavs and Means to re port back 
two hil with a recommendation that they lie 
on the table; and also to report at the same 
time a bill as a substitute for them. 

The SPEAKER (he titles of the bills 


leman reports back will be read. 
the Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. No. 807) to allow the Caleasieu Sul- 
phur Mining Company of New Orleans to import 
certain machinery tree of duty. 

A bill (H. R. No. 424) to permit the 
without duty of machine 
lug plate glass. 

The SPEAKER 
be n¢ obrec Lion, will tye | 114d on the 
title of the bill and 
which, unl will be treated 
as an original bill, will be read by the Clerk. 

lhe Clerk read as follow 

A bill (HL. R. No. 1062) to admit certain mac 
imported from foreign countries free of duty. 

Phe bill, which was read, provides in the 
first section that the Calcasieu Sulphur Mining 
Company, of New Orleans, be permitted to 
import free of duty, under such regulations as 
the Secre tary of the 


importation 
ry for polishing and grind 


These bills, if there be 
table. The 
reported as a substitute, 

tion be made, 


sob) 


hinery 


lreasury shall prescribe 
machinery and accompanying imple 
ments, for the purpose of, and to be used only 
in making a series of experiments in mining 
h of Cal 


certain 


for sulphur in the pari ‘asieu, State 
of Louisiana, provided that the value of such 
importation shall not exceed $25,000, and that 
the machinery and implements be imported 


thin two yea 


Ww passage of this act. 
‘The second section pr vides that it hall be 
lawful tor the period of two years for any 
person or ci pany | wags engaged in the 
on ire of Fla glass in the United 
States to import ra ot Savy , under such rules 
anit ¥ regulations as the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury shall prescribe, necessary machinery for 
polishing and grinding such plate glass, and 
to be by themselves actually used for this 
purpo e, 

Mr. MAYNARD. Thisbill. whichthe com 
mitiee have unanimously instracted me to re- 
port, en bodies the substance of the two bills 
which hav 


rs from the 


e been laid upon the table—one pre 
sented by the gentleman from Louisiana, [ Mr. 
SHELDON, | and the other by my colleague on 
the committee, the gentleman from Indiana, 
[ Mr. Kerr. ] ion of the bill which 
we have a company that is 
State of Louisiana 
certain peculiar machinery (not man- 
ufactured or likely to be manufactured in this 
country) for the purposs of penetrating a layer 
of several hundred feet, mostly of quicksand. 
‘] he « xpen ditt my in this ent 1as alre ady 
been considerable. If it in finding 
a deposit of s il hur, which is believed by scien- 
tille men to exist there, it will be agreat ac qui- 
sition to the material interests of the country. 
If it does not, it will be a great loss to the par | 


The first see 
i authorizes 
mining for suiphur in the 


Trame 


toimport 


} 
rprise i 


shall res lt 


ties engaged inthe enterprise. As it comes in 
t with no industry of this country, it was 
mmitt eof Ways and Means 
just and sound policy to allow these parties to 
import certain machinery used for similar pur- 
poses by miners in ‘That is the sub- 
stance of the first section. 

(be second section relates toa manufacture 
slully inaugurated 
in this country, but parties are 
now attempting to inaugurate in the State of 
the manufacture of plate glass. In 
stablish this manufacture they de- 
sire to import certain machinery used for this 
lrance, to enable them to perfect 
their experiment, the machinery being in this 
case, a8 in the oth: r, not produce d or likely 
to be produced in this country, ce one not 
until the manufacture here shall | 
strated to bea success. For these reasons the 
committee unanimously recommend the pas- 
e of the bill | have presented. If there are 
I will demand the 


confli 


deemed by the C 


Belgium. 


een succes 
which 


which has never | 
some 


Indiana 
seeking to ¢ 


purpose in 


ye demon- 


ag 
bap 


no qi iestions to be asked, 
revious « uestion. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. Thegentleman has 
that the bill is unanimously recom- 
mended by the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Am I mistaken in that? 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. = It is but justice to 
myself to say that | was not in favor. of the 
bill in the committee, but voted against it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Then I owe the House 
and the gentleman an apology. I certainly 
thought the report was unanimous. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. I hope the gentle- 
man will allow me a few moments to say why 
| opposed the bill in committee. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Certainly. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. Mr. Speaker, I do 
not believe in this special relief legislation. 
A few days ago we had before us a bill to re- 
lieve ship-builders from the high tariff duties 

upon ship-building materials. Yesterday we 
passe da bill, relieving, in favor of citizens of 


stated 


Chicago, tariff duties on house building mate- 
rials. ‘To-day we have presented to us a bill 
to relieve certain manufacturing companies 


“and if [am 
other bills of a 
or on their way 


from the 
correctly 
similar nature 
to this Hous ° 

Now, all this spec ial relief legislation against 
high duties, this system of protection against 
protection, in my opinion is wrong in princi- 
ple. We ought to go to the bottom of these 
troubles, remove the source of the evil, and 
make such a moderate but general reduction 
of tariff duties as the revenue industry and 
credit of the country will permit us to make. 
When some influential and powerful indus- 
try is hurt by the tariff, it comes here and has 
influence enough to prevail on Congress for a 
special relief bill; but the balance of the people 
are left to bear the burden as best they may. 
[f it relieves ship-builders to have cheap ship- 
building materials, to have cheap cordage, 
lumber, and copper, then it will relieve every 
other industry in the land using those materials. 
If it will aid the citizens of Chicago to have 
cheap house-building materials, then it will aid 
every village, town, and city throughout the 
west which are being built to-day, or are to be 
built hereafter. If it aids this glass manufac- 
tory, or this sulphur company, to have cheap 
machinery, then it will aid every other manu 
factory in the land which uses machinery. So, 
then, every argument in favor of this special 
tariff legislation is also an argument in favor 
of general reduction. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I wis! h to say, Mr. Speaker, 
that so far as the general principle involved in 
this bill is coneerned, I do not propose to go 
into any general discussion of it at this time. 
These are exceptional cases; they are the ex- 
ceptions which prove the rule. And as tothe 
werits of these particular exceptional 
proposed to be made by this bill, 
to my colleague on the 


duty upon machinery ; 
informed, there are 
how pending 


cases 
will yie ld 


comirnittee from Indi- 


, ana, [Mr. Kerr,} who represents the district 
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where this glass manufactory has be 
lished. 

Mr. KERR. Mr 
a few words only on this bill. ] agree moc 
heartily in nearly everything said by ty ~ 
le ague on the committee, from Missouri, | Mr 
FINKELNBURG,| in reference to the «, 
principle that should be observed - tari 
legislation, and in general disap proval of 
kind of spec ial legislation, but 1 do not ag 
with him in what appears to be on his part , 
misapprehension, if not an insinuation, Hy, 
intimated that these two: industries are pow. 
erful, and come here, and by reason of th 
power have been able to secure a favorab] 
recommendation on the subject of this bill, 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. ] hope the gentle. 
man did not misunderstand me. I do no 
refer to these two particular industries, by: - 
gener: al to powe ree interests coming here a 
securing special legislation in their behalf, 

Mr. KERR. 1 am glad my friend frow 
Missouri did not refer to these two in that 
allusion, because they neither came here nor 
attempted to exercise any influeuce whatever, 
So far as he refers to others fully establish, 
long existing, or even ever so recently estab. 
lished in the country, and having ability to 
exercise influence and power here. | oe 
with all the gentleman said. We have all seen 


en esta] 


Speaker, I desire 


' 
LO Say 


Nera 


is 


Ce 


nd 


| the great evils and gross wrongs brought about 


i 


in legislation by such agencies, and no man 
condemns them more heartily than I do. | 
want our present ill-conceived and scandal. 
ously unjust and oppressive tariff reformed 


| completely and effectually, in the interests of 


the revenue and of the suffering people. d 
hope this session of Congress will, not adjourt 
until it is accomplished. And in doing this 
all rings and combinations of corrupt and self 
ish men should be indignantly repelled and 
rebuked. 

But, in reference to these two measures 
because practically the *y are two, I have only 
to say that of plate glass, ordinarily called 
French plate glass, there is no manufactory 
in this country. ‘Two or three times attempts 
have been made to establish this industry, but 
always thus far they have been abandoned as 
unsuccessful and impracticable. But now, an 
enterprising company, organized a few years 
ago for the manutacture of ordinary glass, in 
the city of New Albany, in which I reside, ha 
determined they will venture their capital and 
energy in another attempt to establish the sue- 
cessful manufacture of French plate glass. In 
order to commence that manufacture they are 
compelled by the necessity which surrounds 
them to import their machinery from France, 
because itis not made in America. ‘Their en 
terprise is a mere experiment so far as it re- 
lates to this kind of glass. It may. or it may 
not succeed. If it succeeds after the first sing 
importation of this machinery, this bill will 
have no further effect. ‘The previous attempts 
have been failures, and these intelligent men 
hazard another effort with the chances against 
them. They ask to be relieved from the pay- 
iment of duty on the necessary machinery ‘to 
be used in the polishing and grinding of this 
plate glass, that machinery to be used in this 
business alone. And thatis all there is in this 
part of the bill. [tis a plain and simple matter. 
It needs no elaboration to make it cleat 

In reference to the other part of the bill, | 
have this to say: there are supposed to be 
large and valuable deposits of sulphur in th 
parish of Calcasieu, in Louisiana. It is said 
by geologists of competence and learning. that 
it does exist there in great quantities, but at 
such great depths below the surface of the 
earth, some five hundred — beneath vast 
formations or deposits of sand and gravel, that 
only a peculiar kind of machinery can be suc 
cessfully used to develop the existence of t! is 
sulphur. This machinery is only made in Hol- 
land and Belginm, where, for like purposes. 


very deep borings have to be made and through 
It becomes important, there- 


similar deposits. 





in 
th 
w 








seen 
bout 
man 
es 
dal. 
ned 
8S of 


| 


Urn 


- for persons attempting to reach this de- 
‘nore, i  & . ° . 

+ in Louisiana, to avail themselves of the 
Py f eneh machinery. No other can be used 


“yaetively. It is not manufactured in Amer- 
hat must De imported. Hence the appli- 
aie this case to import it free of duty. 

. only made in the countries named, so far 
ce now, and it is indispensable for such 
‘oen borings through such deposits of sard 
and gravel. 

Now, | do think, Mr. Speaker, that both 
these eases are sufficiently exceptional and 
meritorious to justify the enactment of these 
measures at once, without waiting for the 
general tariff bill to be brought in. 
for these special reasons that J, free-trader 
or reve nue-re former as I am, agree to these 
hills. and it is for those reasons [| think the yf 
wht to be passed by this House. 

Mr KELLEY. Will the gentleman from 
Tennessee yield to me a moment? 

Mr. MAYNARD. I will for a moment. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, [ desire to 
cay that the effect of this bill will be felt only 
at two points at present, one in Louisiana and 
the other in Missouri. 

Mr. BECK. Indiana. 
Mr. KELLEY. In Indiana, possibly. We 
have never been able to make plate glass, 
ease the several ingredients could not be 
ind in sufficiently close proximity, until an 
every ingredient save one 
required, not only for the manufacture but the 
! ishing of such glass, had been found on the 
borders of the district of the gentleman from 
Missouri, { Mr. FiInKELN BURG, | at Plattin creek. 
‘here all of them but corundum were found 
in more marvelous abundance aud proximity 
y have been found elsewhere. A com- 
iny has been organized for the purpose of 
king these deposits available. This com- 
pany, when about to establish works on Plat- 
tin cree k, employe 4d geologists and mineral- 
rists of rare ability and industry to go through 
the mountains of western North Carolina, 
where it was reported corundum was some- 
times found. I hold in my hand what will be 
a matter of curiosity to every gentleman on 
is floor, a piece of corundum, such as | had 


nmense deposit of 


+] 
in Loe 


rN) 


never been able to obtain before, and beg 
leave to say that it comes from a mine in which 


itis found in place and in immense quantities, 
that we shall probably now be able to manu- 
facture plate glass, even with the high wages of 


America, at less cost than it can be made else- 
where with the relatively low wages of other 


What is wanting for the accomplishment of 
this desirable object is machinery, and this bill 
proposes to admit for one year machinery 
adap ted to this purpose free of duty, so that 
this company may import working models, 

which will be subject to the inspection of ac- 
complished machinists of St. Louis, so that 
alter this year the mac hine-shops of that city 
nay supp sly the manufacturers of plate glass 
in this country with their machinery. Lhe 
case from Louisiana is almost identical with it. 
There is there an immense deposit of sulphur, 
so placed that it requires peculiar machinery, 
hitherto unknown to our mechanics, to remove 
it. And in order to develop th is great mineral 
deposit in one of the southern States the com- 
inittee determined to recommend that the 
machinery for that purpose should also be 
introduced free of duty for one year, in order 
that the American machinist may also have 
working models of that machinery before him. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I now yield to the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Dawes 

Mr. DAWES. I hope, Mr. Speaker, that 
my associates on the committee will pardon 
me for saying that | deprecate this premature 
discussion. “AS regards the two bills which 
have been consolidated, and which are now 
before the House, I gavethem my support for 
the very reason for which the gentleman from 


It is only | 


| to everything. 
ana [ Mr. 
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Mr. FINKELNBURG] gives them his 
oppositior | 


The rentleman confesses that they 
will relieve the particular industy 


[ 
| 

L 
1. 


ncerned 


and to that extent promote that i = ree in this 
country, furnish employment foe the laborer. 


develop the resources of the country, and give 
employ ment for capital. But he says that he 
is opposed to this because, if thatis true with 
reference to this particular measure or t 
particular industry, it would be true if we 
passed a univeral law just like this, applicable 

And the gentleman from Indi 

Kerr] gives the bill his supsort, not- 
withstanding that he agrees with that doctrine. 
Such being the position of these gentlemen, 
associates of mine on the Committee of Ways 
and Means, my other colleague, my learned 
and distinguished friend from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. KeLiry,] rallies to the defense of the 
great principle of protection at this early stage; 
and | was aboutto say, if I can have the gentle- 
man’s ear 

Mr. KELLEY. 
ter. | 

Mr. DAWES. That there is a good deal 
of wisdom in the old adage, that ‘it ig not 
wise to leap until you come to the stile.’’ We 
are endeavoring in our committee to see if it 
be possible to so reduce the revenue of the 
country by the amount of fifty or a hundred 
million dollars—it may be more or less—con 
sistently with the currentexpenses of the Gov 
ernment, and paying the proper proportion 
of the publie debt, as on the one band not to 
slay, and on the other hand relieve and 
revive as many industries of the country as pos- 
sible. If my friend from Missouri | Mr. Fink- 
ELNBURG] and my friend from Indiana [Mr. 
KERR} have arrived already at the conclusion, 
so that they see the process by which with 
one horizontal stroke all this thing can be ac- 
complished, | am gratified, exceedingly grati 
fied, that they have done so and are prepared 
immediately to make announcement thereof 
to the House and to the country. 

To me, Mr. Speaker, it has been a more 
difficult task. I have found, in the litle ex- 
amination I have been able to make of the 
revenue and tarilf aud 
of protection and of free trade, that the rami 


hi 
iis 





You have it, sir. 


[ Laugh 


t 


1: “1 
great subject Ot tie 


fications of industries and investments of capi 


tal, and paths of industry and fields of enter- 
prise, are infinite almost, ar my like i » neshe 
of a network, itis impossible to touch the 
affecte a 
to my utter incom 
een y tothe task to which I have been, unfi 
unately, assigned. [fit be possi } 
edhe men of the committee to have 
clearly the method by one 
to reach that great end, it erly impossible 
for me to even come to any intelligent 
sion upon that ground which the 
gentleman from Missouri and the gentleman 
from Indiana announced here so confidently 
as being already attained. 

Now, Irom 
Missouri says, that by taking off the duty upon 
a particular 
a Louisiana for the purpose ot penetrating 

shaft four hundred and fifty fi 
quickeands, to a great bed of now 
buried under the surface, it will relieve and 
develop an industry, bring it to the surface, 
employ many hands and much capital, and 
bring to the wealth of the country a great addi 
tion, I do not vacuhl sir, see that it follows 
that by adopting that same line and taking the 
duties off everything it will accomplish tha 
result as to everything else. ‘There is such 
thing as slaying as 
reviving. And while I make 
merely to deprecate this fore 
acti m of the com mittee by the committe 
itself in this d 


one point without their a gl 
the country; and I confess 


Seen SO 
1 

horizontal stroke 
is utt 
Conciul 


sround, the 


while it is true, as the gentleman 
machine that is to be impo ed 


eel, through 
wealth 


= 


+} « 
ich a thing as 
Lhese 


stalling of the 


yell as 


relnaras 


cussion of the prine 
the tariff in « 


pies upon 


which any review of inection 


with tne | duc i mn of dut ies iu the one piace 
and the revealing of them in others, to me it 
seem » be so difficult a question, involving | 
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nany interests, that I cannot see my way 
moment to announce without 
that | ean as well take the duties 
industry and every investment of 
capital as | can take the duties off these arti- 
cles; Sean sir, while [ have the same pur- 
pose in view that my frend from Missouri has, 
to so shape legislation that it shall give new 
vigor and new strength to every industry and 
every labor in the land, and new safeguards to 
every investment of capital, I can see that 
while it can be done at one point by the prin- 
ciple of free trade, the principle of free trade 
applied in the same manner at another point 
would work death and desolation in the coun- 
try. 

Keeping in view, with the gentleman from 
Missouri, a single end, namely, that which he 
announced, the protection of American indus- 
try, and, if he cares to have it so, against protec- 
tion itself, | will go hand in hand with him for 
protecting American industry against protec 
tion; and I am for protecting American indus- 
try against free trade. At one point it must 
be protected by free trade, and at another point 
it must be protected by what is commonly de- 
nominated protection itself. Where and when 
and how far, is the problem; and for us to say 
here in advance that because we ean bring to 
the surface and add to the industries of the 
country a vast hidden wealth by taking off these 
duties, therefore taking off all duties will pro 
duce a like result as to all other industries is 
an announcement |, for one, do not see my 
way clear to make to the country. 

Now, a word in reference to this matter of 
the new machinery to be used in the 
facture of plate glass. My friend from Indi 
ana [Mr. Kerr] advocated this bill upon the 
ground that this is a new industry in this coun 
try, existing nowhere else in the country but 

the point he indicated, and that there is no 
process or machinery in the country able to do 
this work, and therefore he desires to have 
the duties taken off this machinery in order 
to introduce it here. Now, he is mistaken 
in fact. Right in my own district they are 
to-day manufacturing frames for machines for 
the manufactnre of this very a ticle, and they 
are manufacturing plate glass within six mile 
of my own residence that will compete in any 
market of the world with any article produce 
by any foreign manufacturer. And yet, sir, | 
am in favor of this bill. If there is abroad 
any machine or will do the 
work than it can be done now, even 
establishment | have 
want to see it brought here, and 


clear at this 
qualification 
off eve ry 


manu 


any process that 
better 
at the manutacturing 
referred to, | 
brought here free of duty, because ¢ very such 
effort. of enterprise will find for many 
hands, and will find investment fur much cap 
ita ea and along with it will come all the train 
of advantages that 
profitable investment and 
this land. 

My theory is, b: 
by the help of duties, 
maids in thi 
problem. But he 


alone, aS Well 48 he 


} 
Word 


follow in the footsteps f 


frugal industry in 


by the help of free trade and 
hand- 
work, we are to solve this great 
looks to free trade 
protection 
veceptation of the term, 
short, in my judgment, of compre 
ethod of bringing up this 
spendence of all the 
world in its manufactures, iu 
its investment of 


h ind in hand, 


who 
Wwio looks LO 
alone, in the common % 
falls fai 
hending the true m 
country to an inde other 
countries of the 
capital, in its employment 
of machinery, in its use of water-power, and 
all the 
which man, in the 
employment, 


diversity of trade and ot 
develops himseif and his cou 
try and his race. 

Lam for this bill, and for it for the very 
reason that my distinguished friend trom Mis 
souri [Mr. FinKeELNBURG] says he is opposed 
to it. But while I am for ot, | cannot foliow 
him in the idea that if it be good for this pro- 
cess it is other industry in the 
land. 


Mr. FINKELNBULG. 


good for every 


Que word by way 


thousand infinite variety of means by 
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of correction Kither | was very unfortunate 
in tne ct ce of my w rds when [| was upon 
the floor before, or the gentleman from Mas- 
chusetts [Mr. Dawes] has sadly misunder 
tood me. | did not say, nor intend to convey 
the idea, that I had arrived at a solution ot 
the tariff problem by any means [ am bunt 
a& patient laborer upon the subject, the dith 
culties and respon ibilities of which I recog 
nize as well as the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts. Noram J, as the geutleman has repre 
sented me, or perhap us His re Ss mgen be 
understood, in favor of striking all duties off 


machinery and the other articles mentioned. 
But | am opposed to making certain kinds of 
| ; before 
we, in the committee or in this House, have 
per point where we may reduce 


machinery tree, in an exception l w Ly, 


arrived at a pr 


1) duties on m inery. if it can be done with 
due reterence Oo the revenues of the e suntry 
und to the credit and industry of the country. 


Mr. MAYNARD. 1 had 
when | introduced this 


not expected, 
small bill, to open up 


a general discussion on the tariff question. it 
beinga measure which ¢ mmanded the support 


Kerr,] a 
well as of my friend from Pennsylvania, [{ Mr. 
KeLLey,| | thought it would pass 
lenged through the House from any quarter. 
The bill in its effect is simply this: it is pro- 
posed by certain parties to inaugurate two 
new intiu ries in the country, the manufac- 


of my friend from Indiana, [{ Mr. 


uncnatl- 


ture of plate glass and the nining of 5 ulphur, 
commerce of the coun- 
try depends chiefly and largely for upon foreign 
supply. 
experiments will invest large sums of money 


two articles which th: 
Parties who are engaged in these 
on their own account, which. for reimburse- 
ment, will depend upon the suecess of these 
lf the experiments shall prove 
I have said, the country 
will gain largely; if unsuccessful, the parties 
engaged in the experiment will have lost very 
heavily, without having incurred the duties 
upon the machinery contemplated in the bill, 
a kind of machinery which is not now pro- 
duced in this country, and during the time 
specified in this bill will not and cannot be 
produced in this country. ‘Therefore the Com 
mittee of Ways and Means, without regard to 
the question of protection or free trade, though 
it Was a matter of wise public policy that these 
partic isted, so far as we might 
do so, by not exacting taxes from them in 
Upon 
that statement | call the previous question. 

Mr. SHELDON, I desire to suggest a 
verbal amendment. 

Mr. MAYNARD. [ will hear it. 

Mr. SHELDON. In drawing this bill I did 
not name the company quite accurately. Itis 
the Calcasieu Sulphur and Mining Company. 
The word *‘and’’ should be inserted between 
the words ‘‘Salphur’’ and ** Mining.”’ 

Che SPEAKER. That is a verbal amend- 
ment, which will be made if there be no objec 
ion. 

lhe amendment was agreed to. 


experiments. 


successtul, then. as 





hould be a 


making the important experiments. 


he bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
lime, and passed, 

Mr. MAYNARD moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

rhe latter motion was agreed to. 

KELMBURSEMENT TO KANSAS. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Michigan, by unanimous con- 
sent, reported from the Committee of Claims 
a bill (i. R. No, 1063) to reimburse the State 
ot Kansas for moneys expended for the United 
Siates in eprolling, equipping, and provision- 
ing militia forces to aid iu suppressing the 
rebellion; which was read a first and second 
time, ordered to be printed, and recommitted. 


Vr, FARNSWORTH moved to reconsider 
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and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

lhe latter motion was agreed to. 

COMMITTEE MESSENGER. 

Mr. DAWES. The gentleman from Georgia 
{ Mr. Speer] kindly consents to withdraw his 
objection to the resolution which I offered a 
few moments ago. I ask that it be again read. 

ny 7. - 1) s 

he Clerk read as follows: 

be authorized to employ a messenger,until otherwise 
ordered, at the s ime compensation as the messenger 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
considered, and agreed to. 


) 


WILLIAM E, PICKENS. 

The SPEAKER. As the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions will be called to-morrow, and 
probably not for some time afterward, the 
Chair, regarding this as a sufficient exigency 
to jusuify the immediate introduction of a pen- 
sion bill, without waiting till next Monday, 
recognizes the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. 
MayNnarp] for that purpose. 

Mr. MAYNARD, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. RK. No. 1064) to amend 
an act granting a pension to William E. Pick- 
ens; which was read a first and second time, 
aud referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
Si0ns. 


DECORUM IN DEBATE, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to call 
attention to a violation of decorum which he 
observes is growing to a considerable extent. 
It isa rule of the House that no member in 
speaking is to mention another member by 
name, but is to describe him by bis seat in 
the House, or as ** the gentleman who spoke 
last,’’ or ‘* the gentleman on the other side of 
the question,’’ or ‘‘ the chairman of the com- 
mittee,” or by naming his State. The pro- 
nunciation of members’ names in debate, the 
Chair regrets to see, is becoming more com- 
mon on the floor than is in accordance with 
parliamentary dignity. It very rarely becomes 
necessary, either from the chair or from the 
floor, to pronounce the name of a member, 
though sometimes it cannot be avoided, as in 
indicating tellers, and some other cases. The 


Chair begs to call the attention of members || 


to the rule. 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Mr. DAWES. As I do not know of any 
business demanding immediate attention, | 
move that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the President's 
message, so as to allow the gentleman from 
I\linois [Mr. Syarr] an opportuniiy to address 
the committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Buatr, of Michigan, in the 
chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of 
the annual message of the President of the 
United States. 

CIVIL SERVICE REFORM, 

Mr. SNAPP. 
resolution which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whereas on December 18, 1871, acommission com- 
posed of seven men addressed a document called a 
“report.”’ to the President of the United States, rec- 
ommending in said document that the President of 
the United States adopt a set of rules, numbering 
thirteen, framed by these seven men called a ** com- 
mission ;"’ and whereas in said rules thereis a recom- 
mendation that an “advisory board” be appointed 
by the President, and in addition thereto that “the 


President designate three persons in cach Depart- | 


ment of the publie service to serve asa board of 
examiners’? to permit men to enter the public ser- 
vice: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That it is not expedient that such 
recommendations be adopted, and that such recom- 
mendations do not meet the approval of this House; 
nor do we believe that such rules meet or will meet 
the approval of the people of these United States. 


Mr. SNAPP. Mr. Chairman, it seems that 


red, That the Committee of Ways and Means | 


I ask the Clerk to read the | 


} 





i} 
| 
| 






(, 


<a 


of Washington for the ostensible and avo 
purpose of contriving, | will say of inyey::,. 
scheme whereby the people of ee 
United Siates may be cheated out of a gron 
and important privilege, to wit, of having ; nd 
exercising a voice 1n Cetermining who shall ae 
the subordinate oflices of the country, ™ 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I propose to show ar 
give my opinion that such a scheme is gyi). 
republican and inimical to our form of fre 
government. 
in the first place, at the very starting-pojg, 
we must not lose sight of the one grand ay, 
established fact, the truth that the foy, 
tions of our Government are that the peopie 
govern, that the people rule. This Goyer, 
ment is nota monarchy hor @ One man power 
but a Government of the people. The people 
make the laws. The people make the Jay. 
makers. ‘lhe people make and unmake Pres 
idents. In fact, the people are the source o{ 


some 


and 


ida: 


| all power, the fountain-head, the very beg) 
y begin 


ning and end of our form of government. 

This being a fact established, a fact which 

‘cannot successfully be gainsaid or contro. 

verted, I take it that whatever or whoey er 
undertakes to thwart that principle by in any 
manner robbing the people of these Unijca 
States of their right to use their voice in wha; 
ever concerns them (the people) must be jp 
violation of the great fundamental Spirit of the 
Constitution, and of course is not right, and 
will not be endured: and sooner or later wil 
be resisted. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, | shall proceed to show 
that I believe that this commission, composed 
of twenty-eight men, drawing salaries in the 
aggregate, yearly, from eighty-four thousand 
to one hundred and forty thousand dollars, js 
despotic inahigh and flagrant degree, and no 
in accordance with the wishes of the people, 
always remembering and never forgetting that 
the basis of our Government is that the people 
rule. ‘Thereis one glorious fact which it will be 
well for us, their Representatives, to remem 
ber, that Heaven, an all-wise Providence, ha 
implanted in the breasts ofthe people a jea!ou 
watcbfulness of their rights and of their priv- 
ileges. Andit will be well for rulers to be vr 
minded that though they may, like the foolish 
ostrich, bury their heads in the sand, yet their 
bodies will remain exposed to the serutiny of 


| a jealous, and it may be a wrathful people. 





during the past year a body of mea numbering | 
the vote by which the bill was recommitied; |] seven have been sitting in conclave in the city 


Why, this people that we are talking ab 
made this Government. In the very first line 
of that charter of our Government they begin 
by declaring, in tones louder and further-reach- 
ing than the loudest thunder, that— 
_** We the people of the United States, in order to 
form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquillity, provide for the common de- 
fense, promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America.” 

Now, sir, one valued and inestimable privi- 
lege which this great people claim, and have 
always claimed, and have never relinquished, 


/ and moreover it will be well for their servants 


|| people shall fill these offices. 


to remember they never wili surrender, is the 
right to say who shall fill the offices in these 
United States. And yet, in the face of this 
truth, this **Star Chamver’’ called a commis 
sion propose that somebody else than the 
And not only 
do they make such proposition, but they furier 
insult this same people by proposing to make 
the tenure of these offices perpetual. 

Why, even the President of these United 
States—the man occupying that exalted posi- 
tion, that commanding position, not only o! 
President, but the great General-in-Chief—has, 
at the end of four years, to come down from 
that exalted place and surrender at the feet o! 
this same people his office, and then retreat 
into private life and become one of this same 
people. And yet, I say, in the face of this fac! 
this **Star Chamber,’ this ‘‘commission, 


gravely propose to gag the people by recom- 
\j mending that these oflices, in the firs: piace, 
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» away from the people, and then add 
to injury by making them perpetual. 
fyliowing is the language which they use 


tne a 
in their recommendation: 


[tseems tous, therefore, more desirable to afford 

re sonable security of permanence in oflice.” 

iS i . . . 

{nd here we see thrust in our faces doctrine 

sais 4° : . 

this. Can we, will we as independent 
,merican Representatives, submit to such a 
noaition. that the offices in this country 
to be perpetual ? Never, never! I can- 
believe that the people of this country are 
h very slaves yel; nor do | believe that the 
people are prepared to consent to let out their 
)  einess to twenty-eight men, or a less number. 
lhiscommission have the effrontery to boldly 
-<) me that the people are not capable of choos- 
ve their oflicers. ‘lhe following is the language 
which they use: 

‘Tt has often been suggested that the postmasters 
should be cleeted. There seems to be two serious 
The first is, that party divisions 
ind organizations are so unly ersal in this country 
that party spirit, rather than local convenience, 
would be very likely to decide such a contest, and 
that it would be difficult to tell who mightrightfully 
yote upon the question, 


are 
not 


tions to this. 


Now, | will ask who made these few men 
rulers, and judges over the people, just as 
thougi the people could not tell who ought or 
who might vote in their town, city, or county? 
fhis isa return to the old dogma of tyrants, 
that the people are not capable of governing 
; therefore they must be governed. 
That fallacy was exploded by our fathers in 
the war of 1776, and reatlrmed in the war of 
the late rebellion. I tell you, Mr. Chairman, 
this civil service reform, as it is called, is the 

ygest scheme to bind the people of this coun- 

y hand and foot since the day when the Par- 

iment of Great Britain declared the right to 
bind the colonies in all cases whatsoever. The 

le then did not endure it, and they are 
not such very slaves ia this day as to endure 


emselves 


[am amazed at the audaciiy of the propo- 
sition to take the control of these offices out 
of the hands of a free people. ‘The people 
have had the appointinent of these offices since 

e foundation ofthis Government through and 
by their re presentatives in Congress. 

Now | want to show the dogmatism and 
arrogant effrontery of these men composing 
this commission. [ quote from their report 
in the following language: 

“Tn obedience to thissystem, the whole machinery 
ofthe Government is palled to pieces every four 
yeurs. 

If this is not the language of arrogance, 
what is it?) Why shoutd not the machiney of 
the Government be pulled to pieces every four 
years? But this commission think otherwise. 
lhey seem to think, yea, they not only think, 
but they have no hesitation in saying, that every 
thing in this Government should be made per- 
petual. I have already shown you that this 
commission boldly advocate perpetuity of the 
offices in this country. 

[tis a fundamental principle embodied in 
our glorious Constitution that the machinery 
of this Government may be * pulled’’ to pieces 
every four years, and this principle has been 
put in practice all through the history of this 
Government every time a new Administration 
came into power. After Abraham Lincoln 
came into power the whole machinery of this 
Government was pulled to pieces. Would we 
not have been in a pretty fix if this commis- 
sion had had the power in that day to thwart 
the voice of the people? 


\| tory! 


Now, Mr. Chairman, hear again what this 


commission dare say. I quote their language: 


“The perversion of the service to personal and 
party ends, with the countless and perilous abuses 
which attend it, seems to many persons inseparable 
from a popular republican government.” 

lherefore. this commission are going to 
change our form of government toa despotism, 
arethey? ‘‘Itseemstomany.’’ ‘To whom, I 
would like to know? Does it seem to the peo- 
ple inseparable from a popular republican 
government to have the right and privilege of 


electing their own offices rs? Who before has 
ever complained or denounced this ri rf 


This commission is the first 





the people? 
ever dared flaunt such a monstrous proposi 
tion in the fice of the people. Have the peo- 
ple ever offered to relinquish this boon? If 
so, when? When did the people, our masters, 
and the master of this commission, make the 
base offer to surrender their manhood to these 
men composing this commission? If the peo- 
ple ever did offer to unman themselves in this 
way, they ought to be slaves, having become 
fit subjects tor slaves. i 

But the truth is, Mr. Chairman, the people 
have been guilty of no such foolish thing. 
And not only that, but when this same people 
become awake to this despotic proposition, 
they will reject it with scorn, and bury the 
proposition with its movers so deep that even 
the second resurreetion will not reach it or 
them. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, hear again what this 
commission says. I quote their language. 
Hear it: 


“It is boldly urged that the offices belong to the 
successtul party. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, to whom do the offices 
belong if they do not belong to the successful 
party? What would be thought if Grant should 
dismiss his Cabinet and call Democrats to fill 
it? LIthink that the voice of indignation of 
this same people would rise like the voice of 
many waters, and Grant's place would be a 
little warm for comfort. And this commission 
propose to take away the right to the offices 
from the successful party, really. If this is not 
one way of cheating the people out of a vic 
What a splendid plan has been hatched 
up by this commission to break up this grand, 
patriotic Republican party; that great and glo- 
rious party that rescue d this Government from 
the grasp of traitors, whipped the Democratic 
rebels, and drovethem to ‘‘diein the last diieh!”’ 
And now this party are coolly and infamously 
told by this commission that they as a party are 
not entitled to the offices of the country. | 


: l 
ask agall, who inade these seven men coi- 


posing this commission rulers and judges over 
the people ? 

Mr. Chairman, if this doctrine should ob- 
tain, if this Cc yMmission should be allowed, or [ 
will say if this commission should be suffered 
to fill these othices as they ree 
long would it take 


mmend, how 
Pee : a 
, think you, for this ho} e 


\| and salvation of our country to dissolve into 


thin air? 

What a nice scheme this commission has 
| devised to pave the way for the Democratic 
party to ride on into the White House. As 
they could not get possession and control of 
this Government by force and arms, by pow- 
der and ball, they would at last succeed, by 
virtue of this commission, to get possession by 
strategy. 

As a Representative of the people, I stand 
here to-day in this Chamber to raise my voice 
against the outrage upon the people’s liber- 
ties. I stand to-day on the watch-tower of 
liberty to warn the people of their danger— 
to cry aloud and spare not. A proposition 
not one half as infamous as this, made by the 
Parliament of Great Britain, drove our fathers 
through a seven years’ war—their motto upon 
every battle-field being the freedom of the 
human race; and through self-denial and bap- 
tized in blood they bequeathed to us, their 
children, the great charter of liberty begin- 
ning with the immortal declaration that— 

“We, the people of the United States, &c., do 


ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America.’’ 


Mr. Chairman, this commission were so well 
aware that the people were the source of all 
power, that the right belonged to them through 
their Representatives to fill these offices of the 
country, that they admit it in the following 
language, which J quote: 


|} ‘**Tt is true that the offices belong to the people, 
ll who are the source of the Government itself.” 
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Bat—and but—and but—what? ‘‘ Why, we 
would just like to see if you, the people, are so 


green as to surrender your right, this inestim- 
able privilege, to us, this commission.” 

Now, sir, follows a lecture to this patriotic 
people. Hear their language, as follows—I 
quote: 

“There is, in our judgement, no justification for 
the present practice of appointment to the civil ser- 
vice. 

Is not this a nice lecture to the people ? 

After admitting that the ‘‘ofiices belong 
to the people,’ **who are the source of this 
Covernment,’’ they audaciously tell this same 
people in the same breath that they have no 
husiness to exercise the admitted right to fill 
these offices. O consistency! truly thou art a 
jewel. Why, Mr. Chairman, if this doctrine 
were carried to its legitimate results, it would 
lead to the divine right of kings; and if ear- 
ried out in practice, would overthrow this 
republican government of ours. 

Again hear the language made use of by this 
commission : 

‘“*It is boldly asserted that the offices belong tothe 
successful party; but it is an evil practice.” 

Now, Mr. Chairman, pray who do the offices 
belong to if they do not belong to the success 
ful party? Does Grant calla set of Democrats 
to fill his Cabinet? No, sir; and why not? 
Jecause the offices do belong to the suecessful 
party. Who is the Secretary of State? Who 
is Secretary of the Treasury? Who is Secre- 
tary of War? Who is Secretary of the Navy? 
of the Interior? of the Post Office? And who 
is Attorney General? Democrats? No! But 
every one, and all, live Kepublicans. Why are 
these men who fill these offices Republicans— 


party men? 


te 


Because the oflices belong to the 
party. Who is the President 
of these United States? Why, another live 
Republican; and Grant to-day occupies the 
presidential chair because the Republican 
party is the ** suecessful’’ party, and because 
the offices belong to the successful party. Who 
to-day fills the Speaker's chair in this House? 
Another live Republican; and that chair is 
filled by a Republican because the offices 
belong to the ** suecessful’’ party. Who fill the 
chairmanships of all the committees in this 
body? I say again, live Republicans. Even if 
the Speaker had been corrupt enough, would 
he have dared to appoint Democrats to every 
chairmanship ofevery committee in this House? 
No, sir; and why not? Because the blast of 
indignation of the people would have swept 
over this land with fearful mutterings against 
the treachery. Who fill the subordinate offices 
in this House, Democrats or Republicans? 
They are held by live Republicans, and so 
held, not because this commission have exam- 
ined them, and they are learned, but becar 
these offices belong to the successful party. 
Who fills the chief seat on the Supreme bench 
in this great Government? A party man, and 
Chief Justice Chase never would have been 
permitted to take his seat on that bench had 
he not been a party man; and we pause to in 


quire how he got there? Why, the great, good, 
braham Lincoln called and 


uecesstul 


and immortal 
selected him for that place, because the offices 
belong to the successful party ; and Chief 
Justice Chase owes his position on the Supreme 
bench, among his other qualifica ions, bi 
cause he was a Republican, and be ause the 
offices belong to the successful party. 

Mr. Chairman, if the test for office is the 
amount of learning a man may have, wher 
would Abraham Lincoln have stood in 1860, 
and again in 1864—a man who hardly ever saw 
the inside of acommon-school house, let alone 
a college? Why, if this commission had ha‘ 
full swing in 1854, they would have chosen 
McClellan for President, (and what a calamity 
would have befallen us,) because he would 
have outranked Lincoln in the learning of the 
schools. 

Mr. Chairman, a short time since the Re- 


|| publican committee met in the city of Wash- 
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ington, and issued a call for a convention to 


meet in Philadelphia, in June next, for the 
purp fnominating a Pre ide and Vice 
President of these United States. Accord 
ing to th ca o be in that conven 
ti x hundred and thirty-four memb 

Yow wha | ndid t! vy i would be to 
diapense with this meeting and the expense 
ittending ind ist let tl commission 
elect the President and Vice President, and 
dispense with the convention and with = the 
pore dential election. Inthe “Ang iage of this 
commission, to allow the people to elect their 
President ** would be an evil prac ice. ?? | 
tell you. sir, L believe. I firmly bi ieve, that 
this civil sers reform—I will call it a eivil 
ervice humbug—is a scheme devised to break 
upthe Republican party. [| believe it isatrap 
set by Democra to catch, capture the Re 


publican party; a ul for Heaven’s sake do not 


let u put our foot into the trap with our eyes 
wide open | “sk he PpuobHlicans m this Con 
rress if they are ready to indorse the anti 
republican rit t forth by this commis- 
sion 


Mr. Chairman, the Democratic party are 


ngacn , ANd It will not be lenied that this 
} tv 1s anx O ge i of this Govern 
ment, and they are straining every nerve to 
that end. They have tens of thousands of 
Argus eye uching t | publican party, 
ana t let the Repub ins in this Congress 
indorse this report of this commission, and 
they will vo before the people with the follow 
ing resolution as a plank in their platform 

* Rerol That it is a eardinal doctrine of the 
great Dem party that all offices in this Gov 
er? entoucnit | elect a 

Mr. Chairman, which proposition do you 
imagine would win in the yreat coming g presi 
dential contest, 1 propos oat ies t the people 
elect the officers throughout the country. or 
that tl of s be filled by a few men ealled 
a commission ? Mr. Chairman, who ean con- 
ter ipl ite | aA moment the bi “aking up of 
the Republican party, the loyal party of the 
country, withouta shudder? Ju imagine for 


| ‘ . + 
one moment the Wemocratic party, that party 


that plunged the country into such a terribl: 


war, in the possession and supreme control of 
this Government! How long would it be 
hefore we would have another rebellion, if we 
eould jndee of the tuture by the past? 

Mr Chairman, lam one ot those who believe 


that the Republican pat shonld govern th 


country for the next two hundred years at 


least. I can ely Say that We have a right 
to judge of the future by the past ; and thi 
b ing SO, What an awiul time we la ld have 

Democrati part should get control of 
the Government. Seenid fadmonish the Repub- 


lican party that “eternal \v linnece is the price 
of liberty ;’’ and do not let us sleep and let the 
live rv battl 
field all over this broad domain admonishes 
the Republican party to take no false step. 
lf we listen to such 


enemy steal away the victory 


admonition, then vietory 
vill be perched on our standard in the coming 
campaign in November, and Grant and liberty 
willbe emblazoned on our glorious banner from 
Maine to Georgia, and from the Atlantie to the 
Pacific, allover the broad land, and the coun 
try will be crowned with peace. 

| The foregoing speech, during its delivery, 
was frequently interrupted by laughter and 
ua} plaus . } 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. POLAND. Mr. Chairman, as intro- 
ductory to _ I desire to say, | ask the Clerk 
to read an ari ‘paper called the Daily 
Patriot, nablishe id in this ¢ ity. 

The Clerk read as follows 


' Post Ofice Department Abuses.—A very angry 
individuct was yesterday heard to affirm that he 
verily believed John A.J. Creswell had administered 
the affeirs of the Post Office Department in a reason- 
ably honest and economical manner. 

“A number of persons who had gathered about 
the excited defender of the Creswell-Chorpenning 
Barlow system of mail lettings met that declaration 


‘froma 


with derisive langhter, and the question was promptly 
propounded, why, then, do Creswell, his contractor- 
ntederates, and certain Congressmen so assidu- 
ously labor to barricade every avenue toa thorough 
investigation of the real condition of the Post Office 
Department? 
a Lhe respon 
“Oh, you want tounl 
Department, and make 


of the irate * Creswellian’ was, 
ck the secrets of the Post Office 

public their exposition, for 
the same purpose that saaaates Senators TRUMBULL, 
Scuurz, Locan, and others, Jin their be rsistent deter- 
mination to drag into light “irregularities ” in other 
Departments of the Government under Grant’s ad- 
ministration.” ‘Lam a Republican, replied a cer- 
tain prominent western gentleman, ‘and desire to 
ask youif you believe that a thorough examination 
of the charges preferred inthe Patriot against Cres- 
well and the Post Office ring would result in detri- 
ment to the reputation of Mr. Creswell and other 
officials, orin their exculp ation ?’ The devoted but 
unwise apologist of the chief of the Post Office De- 
partment admitted that he presumed there had been 
‘some irregularities ’ under M r. Creswell’s adminis- 
tration, but ‘that every Republican who is a good 
party man was bound to oppose any investigation 
until after the next presidential election, lest the 
disclosures would tend to the defeat of the party. 

“Tn view of the posttion thus assumed by Mr. 
Creswell’s friend and advocate, may we not find the 
clue to the following resolution, introduced into the 
House of Representatives, on Monday last, by Mr. 
PoLANDb, of Vermont: 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 


‘* Mr. Potanp. Iask unanimous consent to offer 
the fo lowing ré solution for reference to the Com- 
mittee on the Rulk 

‘Resolved, That every resolution calling upon the 
President or the head of any Department for inform- 
ation to be laid before Congress, shall first be re- 
ferred to the appropriate committee, and all com- 
mittees are authorized to report such resolutions at 
iny time.’ 

‘When the intent of this resolution is considered 
and understood it will be seen to be theingeniously- 
devised means of preventing an examination into 
the maladministration of each and allofthe *heads 
of Departments’ until, atleast, ‘after the next presi- 
dential election, lest the disclosures would tend to 
the defeat of the party’ of which Mr. Chorpenning- 
Creswell is an illustrious and worthy leader and 
exemplificator. Since the organization of the Govern- 
ment a bolderand more effective move for the burial 
out of sight of the delinquencies of departmental 
othe : has not been concocted. 

al fact, never before was such an extraordinary 
proposition offered in Congress. Lt militates against 
litions of the House of Representatives. It 
would strip it of some of its most import: unt and 
useful powers, and commit them to the han ls of 
committees appointed with the understanding that 
the majority of the members of each are friendly to 
the head of the Department whose affairs it has 
specially in charge. 

** For instanee, under and by force of the Poland 
system of tactics, each and every effort to tathom 
the intrie a and dark speculative monetary oper- 
ations of the Post Office ring of plunds rers would, 
Without exce hastily hustled into the hun- 
grv and unyielding grave of the Post Office Com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives. 

“Mr. PoLanp bas enjoyed an enviable fame as an 

upright man; and with the fair record he has made 
in publie life it strikes some minds with unpleasant 
uggestions that he should be the author—no, but 
that he should father a resolution so admirably 
calculated to defeat the exposure of great public 
wrones, 
“While we impute no intent of mischief to the 
distinguished member from Vermont, and entirely 
exonerate him therefrom, it does occur to us that, 
out of the great good of his heart, he may have 
been induced to perform the favor of fathering the 
resolution above quoted. 

*Mr. Bradley Barlowis a citizenof Vermont. He 
is the cashier of a national bank in that State. He 
is known to be the personal friend of Mr. PoLAnp. 
lle is at the head of the ring which controls the 
great postal routes of the Northwest. Did it ever 
oecur to Mr. PoLaNnp to inquire how this citizen of 
Vermont, the cashier of a small bank in a small 
country town, should monopolize the great stage and 
mail routes throughout the northwest section of the 
Post Office Department? Doeshe knowthe number 
and extent of the mail routes in the Southwest, for 
which Mr. Barlowand hisconfederates were recently 
bidders? Does he know the sum total of the checks 
or drafts drawn or certified by Barlow, and which 
were received at the Post Office Department under 
theadvertisements of August last for routes in the 
Southwest? If he does, will he ‘rise to explain?’’ 


Mr. POLAND. Mr. Chairman, what I de- 
sire to say is partly a personal explanation and 
partly an argument in favor of my proposition 
which has been assailed, so that it is perhaps 
as proper to make these remarksin Committee 
of the Whole as in the House. In order to be 
exact in what I should say, I have taken the 
trouble to write it. 

Mr. Chairman, in the considerable time I 
have been in Congress I have never found 

ecasion to make a personal explanation. If 
the writer of the paper which has been read | 
had only assailed me, I have so little fear, or 








ption, be 


|| or in any way sought my aid or a 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





January 17 


care about my reputation, that I would not 7 
given myself the trouble of noticing jr. Bu 
when an act of mine, which is alleged ¢ »bey 
mischievous and wicked, is 
others, and they held resp, 
sible as the real authors and instigators 5 
the wrong, truth requires that | ees re a 
them from the charge, if itis nottrue. 

The writer of this article (although unk 
to me) is evidently my friend, and de Sires, 
possible, to divert the injurious eo eqnen 
of my wrong act, so that they shall fal] 
others, and not upon me. 

I desire to express my gratitnde to my un. 
known friend for his favorable estimate 6f my 
character and conduct up to this unfortuna: 
period of my life, and my only regret. in this 
behalf is that his good opinion was not bet 
deser ved, My pe artis al frie nd se eks tO exen 
me from all evil intention in this matter upon 
the ground that my only fault was in allow 
my easy-going good nature and kind hearted 
ness to be imposed upon by some man or men 
more crafty and less honest than myself, 

[regret for my friend’s sake, and for hig} , 
terest in my good name and fame, to be oblic j 
to say that ‘‘the enviable fame as an uprig 
man,’’ which he says | have hitherto « nj 
cannot be saved upon his theory. Whateve; 
the consequences may be, I must tell the try 
and fully ac ‘knowledge that 1 was not seduced 
or tempted into this wrong act by any crafty 
Postmaster General or subtle mail contrac: ir, 
but that it was done of my own mind and wil 


tly 


charged yy, 
are Claimed to be held 


Wr 


it 


Upon 


ved, 


|and [ alone ought to bear the disgrace and 


gal and collusive practices that the writ 


punishment. | do not know but the Pog 


master General has been guilty of all the i 


this article charges against bim. I do not 
know but that the Postmaster Genera! feels 4 
great auxiety to avoid investigation, and pre 
vent all public knowledge of the facts, thougi 
[ confess his asking for an investigation by a 
committee looks a little the other way. Bu: 
whatever may have been the conduct of th 
Postmaster General, or his desire 
or conceal it, 


to cover 
he has never had any communi 


| cation on the subject in any manner, direct « 


indirect, with me; neither had he the slight 
est knowledge that I thought of offering m 
unfortunate proposition for the considerati 
of the Committee on Rules. 

For aught 1 know, it may be true that Mr. 
Bradley Barlow and others may have deceived 
or coliuded with the Postmaster General. and 
obtained illegal and fraudulent mail contracts 
and thereby detrauded the Government. They 
may be anxious to prevent investigation, SO as 


'to prevent their frauds being exposed. I ¢ 


only say that none of them have held any u 
ner of communication with me on the subj Ct, 
ssist¢ neces 


had any of them any knowledge or intimation 


| motives on the part of somebody, 


that I intended to offer such a resolution. ‘lh 

truth is. that the resolution was written a! my 
seat in the House but a few minutes betore | 
offered it. I do not remember that I ever bi 

fore had mentioned the matter to any person 
though I had for a considerable time ente! 
tained the opinion that such arule ought to be 
adopted. 

After I had written my resolution I showed 
it to several leading members who sit near me, 
all of whom approved it, and they were 
only persons who knew my purpose. The res 
olution itself is so violently attacked, and its 
origin attributed to such wicked and corru} 
that I desir ; 
to state in a few words the real motive why 


| thought sucha rule ought to be adopted. Res 


olutions calling on the Executive orthe seve . 
Departments for information are offered an 
passed almost daily, and it seems to be thoug! 

a sufficient answer to any objection that t! ey ar 
only resolutions of inquiry. In nine cases out 
of ten they are wholly unnecessary. |» many 
cases the information sought is already in the 
possession of the House, in reports ead other 
‘| public documents. In many cases, when inform- 














is desired, 

rawn in such a general form as to makea 
newer to itcovera great amount of matter. 
¢ them are offere d for the purpose of 


fa single fact 


ual 
Some ¢ : 
rving 1 lere prive ste ends i and interests to the 
prejudice, aud sometimes | have been 
ri ableenough tob lieve they were offered 
n » highs P pul ‘pose than to show that the 


nas been the author of some thing. Dur- 





with 


* the sessions of Congress a considerable 

HOD of the clerical force in the Depart- 

ants is kept employed in answering these 
-eaolutions, to the detriment and delay of the 
anblie service. aud frequent complaint has been 
cad leon the subject. {his loss of time by Gov- 
ernment employés, and the expense of print- 
we all these papers. seemed to me, in these 
sof e onomy and retrenchment, an evil of 
ficient magnitude to be worth an attempt to 
remedy. 
: the only object of my r resolution. 
It seemed to me proper that there should be 
some sasonabl e pre tense shown for such in- 
Pag Pe n before it is ealled for. This could be 
yperly done ina committee than 
, the House. itis suggested by this writer, 


This was 


ich more pr 


d was in the House, that as the committees 
contain Republican majorities, such reso- 
lutions Col ild thus be stifled |} by a party vote. 
The same is equally true of the poe It. is 
true that a c olumittee might del ay or omit to 
reporton such a resolution; and [ eal there- 
‘re suggest that if the Committee on Rules 
ld ever report favorably on my proposi 
they should make it the duty of the com- 
mittee to speedily report upon such resola- 
t In the haste of writing my resolution 
is did not occur to me. 
So far as | am concerned, I do not desire it n 
ny way to al id in eove ring up. or concea ling 
y corruption, ille eality, or impropriety of 


ri) official or Department of the Government, 


1T holi 17 cad lf 
and i peimeve su th is the general tee ling among 
Republican member 
tLevery nan gail 


s of Congress. I desire 
y of corrupt conduct in 
oimee be exp osed and punishe d, spe Cl lly if 
he bea Republican. I desire this because it 
ight and proper, and also becanse I believe 
o be the wisest political policy. If the 
Republican party is to be continued in power, 
t is by satistving the honest and conscien- 
uis people of this country that they intend to 
ive a pure and honest administration of 
publie affairs. There is no mode by which the 
Administration can so commend itself to that 
class of people out of which a Republican 
m \jority must be’ made (if made at all) as by 
thoroughly ferreting out and punishing every 
species of official dishonesty. No amount of 
even successful covering up and concealing of 

ich matters will be of half the service, look- 

: to political success merely. 

7 few words in relation to what is said of 
Mr. Bradley Barlow, and of my relations to 
him, will close what I havetosay. ‘This writer 
says of Mr. Barlow: 

“Ile is at the head of the ring which controls the 
great postal routes of the Northwest.” 

And also: 

‘Ife is known to be the personal friend of Mr. 
PoLanp.” 

| have known by general reputation that for 
some years Mr. Barlow was interested in a 
stage and mail route from Kansas to New 
Mexico. He may be interested in many more, 
but 1 have never heard of it. 1 know nothing 
of the numbe sr of routes he is interested in, or 
has bid for, or of drafts or checks he has drawn, 
and have no information whatever about them. 
As to the relations between him and myself, I 
would say that Mr. Barlow lives on the oppo- 
site side of the State, and by the usual route 
of travel nearly two hundred miles from me. 
I have known him for many years, but our pur- 

suits and business were so different that I had 
uever any relations with him, except casual 
meetings, as with other ge sntlemen who lived 
so far from me. ‘There has never existed any 
relation of business intimacy or special confi- 


: 
resolutions 
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|a@ previous r 


dence between us, unless it can be 
the following facts 


1 r 


made of 


the last two years Mr. Barlow has been 


ion in Ver- 


mont, of a very bitter and acrimo 





engaged in an important litigar 
nious char- 
acter. In that litigation | have been the ¢ 


© } 
til 


sel of Mr. Barlow’s adversary, and hav 


A hon 
estly endeavored to give my tull share of hard 
blows in every contest we have had, and they 
have been numerous enough. In my judg 
ment, if Mr. Barlow has been guilty of any un 
lawful or conduct in the matters 
alleged, and desired to obtain any aid in cov- 
ering up and concealing the same, lam the 
very last member of Congress he would have 
appli¢ d to for that purpose. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman 
| desire to say a word, uot in reference to the 
explanation which the gentleman trom Ver- 
mont [Mr. PoLanp] has just made, but in ref- 


ae } 
fraudulent 


erence to the object of the resolution to which 
he has referred. | know nothing about the mat- 
ters alleged in the editorial just read, but L do 
know, for myself and for a number of other 
gentlemen here, that we have tried to get just 
such a resolution through as the gentleman 
from Vermont offered the other day. I have 
called it to the attention of the Committee on 
Rules, of which | am a member, twice during 
the last year, and | wish to say now to the 
members of this committee that | know of no 
one complaint which the public has any more 
right to make of Congress than the enormous 
amount of material we are printing every day. 
That would be prevented, in a large measure, 
if the resolutions for information went first to 
a committee. There are numerous examples 
where resolutions pass calling for information 
which six weeks before was sent either to the 
Senate or the House and printed, making sixty, 
eighty, or a hundred printed pages. Ot course 
it comes again, and is printe d over again, and 
thus are duy licated and redi dup slieated doeu- 
ments on the ge accidental eall of members 
of this House. h the House to remember 
one tl ling a our public printing. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Let 
man a ie 4 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Why cannot the oe 
ments report the fact that j 
answered the interrogatory, that they have 
already furnished the matter called for under 
lution ot Congress. e] her to 
the Senate or the House? It would be per- 
feetly proper for the Department to do this, 
and by so doing any one of the Departments 
could prevent the duplic 
of any document. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If they call for 
the identical matter, I grant that might he 
done, but often a resolution is adopted which, 
while in other terms and perhaps covering 
other features, does in the main cover the 
same ground of a previous resolution calling 
for information, which has been answered by 
the Department, and the answer printed. 

‘The Committee on Appropriations have had 
before them the accounts for publie prmees 
and I wish the House to remember one thir 
about the publie printing. We have at the 
present moment the largest printing house on 
this continent in thiscity todo ourprinting. We 
have over one thousand men and women em 
ployed and engaged by the year to carry on the 
business of fdoing gourprinting. Weuseenough 
printing-ink to do our printing every year to 
float the largest man-of-war inthe United States 
Navy. Ifwe hadatrain of Army wagons reach- 
ing from here three quarters of the way to 
Baltimore, loaded with one ton apiece, going 
as fast as six-mule teams could draw them, 
there would bea block up in the road, and they 
would not be able to carry the tons of docu 
ments printed in our Printing Office every year 
for this Government. 


—% 4] 
ine ask tune gentie- 


they have already 


vation or reduplication 


We areasked to appro- 


under our present 
law, over two million dollarsto run that estab- 


priate, and must appropriate 


ij lishment for the next fiscal year. | wish the 
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just erect 


Llouse also to remember the fact that we have 
ed a building four hundred feet long 
aud nearly seventy feet wide as an addition to 
the large printing establishment we had already 
onhand, | say, remembering all these things, 
1 wish to call theattention of the committee, 
and through them the attention of the House, 
to the fact that unless we do something to put 
the brakes on the enormous outlet of docu- 
ments which we are print ing, it seems to me 
we will become a scandal in the eyes of the 
whole world. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Let me suggest a remedy 
to the gentleman from Ohio; that is, in a word, 
to abolish the franking privilege. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I voted for the 
abolition of the franking privilege three or 
four es only I do not eall it the fr: anking 
privilege, but the franking burden. 

Mr. DICKEY. If 1 have the floor, I move 
that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. RANDALL. I wish to suggest to the 
House that the fear of exposure from investi- 
gations of the officers of the Government who 
are corruptly using their positions is of im- 
mense benefit in preventing malfeasance, and 
the right and privilege of members of this 
House to ask for such investigations should in 
nowise be infringed upon. We ought not in 
any way to detract from the facility with which 
anybody can come here without interruption 
and ask for an investigation of those men who 
are charged to be cor upt in the use of their 
offices. The fact that such investigations can 
be had, and corrupt officials by exposure forced 
out of oflice, is of a great deal more benefit to 

this Government, when youcome to dollars and 
cents, than the paltry sum which is required to 
pay forthe investigation, and to print the results 
which may be reached by the committee. A sin 
gle investigation may save to the Government 
tenfold more than all such investigations cost. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I wish dis- 
tinetly to disclaim any knowledge of the mat- 
ter referred to in the newspaper article which 
hi is bee n rea i. 

Mr. RANDALL. | am not speaking in ref.- 
erence to any particular charge, but generally. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have only 
spoken in reference to the general sweeping 
calls from everybody upon the Departments 
for information—calls made without any ques 
tion in this House from anybody, many of 
which have been answered before and the 
information printed, and which most unneces- 
sarily takes off the force of the bureaus from 
their legitimate work, and keeps.them five or 
six weeks employed in getting up information 
called for. 

| will only say one word more. I do not 
say our present printing establishment is an 
abuse. It is anece ssity so long as wec yntinue 
our present method of piling up matter to be 
printed. It has grown up through a series of 
years; but it seems to-me that we ought to 
adopt the plan suggested by the resolution of 
the gentleman from Vermont, and prevent its 
growing into an abuse by putting a stop to all 
unnecessary printing. 

Mr. DICKEY. * | move that the committee 


c. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
suggestion. 

Mr. DICKEY. This has nothing to do with 
the personal explanation of the gentleman 
from Vermont. I[ think the committee ought 
to rise; but I do not object to yielding to the 
gentleman from Wisconsin for a moment. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to make one 
remark in regard to the subject mentioned by 
the gentleman from Ohio. It seems to me he 
has magnified this printing question in order 
to cover up the purpose of prohibiting these 
investigations. For, sir, if there is one whole 


I wish to make a singlo 


some thing, one thing of more benefit than 
another to our service—our civil service, if 
you please—it is the facility with which we can 
obtain answers to interrogatories propound- 
ed by members of this House to any of the 











Dey en yf t Government. It holds 
in cheel » wi up the paltry sum— 
linean whatl say Lup the paltry sam 
nieb ‘ ts to prepare and print the answers 
ir inter rate avail st the be nefits aris- 
theretro s t ny mind tota ly absurd. 
I do n vpemueve that to be the motive 

no ) th tl ‘ 


man from Ver 


[his resolution ¢ 


mont, [Mr. PoLanp,] to my mind, is one of the 
very worst ever offered in this House; and if 

rule should be ¢ lished that these reso 
lutions of inquiry are atl to go to committees 


before they are permitted to be 


prop yunded 


to the officers, it will prevent all information 
being obtained from the Departments. 

Mr. DICKEY [insiston my motion. All 
thi I out ot order ; 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The whole thing will be 
in the hand { e committee, and the con 
Withee 1 it marisan comirnittee, and it will 
cover up the trai eClmona, 

Mr. DICK EY. I insist on my motion, that 
the committee rive. ‘ 

I on being the motion was 
i ecdt 

Lhe comrit accordingly rose: and the 
Speaker ng resumed the chair, Mr. Bair, 
ol Michigan, reported that the Committee of 
the Whi { { of the Union had had 
under consideration the President’s message, 
aud had come to no resolution thereon 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Symp- 
SON, one of 1 ele . announeed that the 
Senate had passed a bill of the following title ; 
! whii co r of the House wa 
redue ee 

A bill (S. No. 852) for the relief Benja- 
min Ll. Campbell, ! il of the United States 
i h rihern a ict of Illinois 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE! 
by un 1 consent M Bichy was 
ted leave of absence for five days, Mr. 
| { W ‘ und Mr. Apams for ten 
aay 
Wil l NELILING 

Mr. MERCUR nanimous ¢ ent, ob 
fnimed leay tow hdraw from the file 3 of the 
llouse the pup of Wi m Snelling.in refer 
‘ to | nh] {or IZe-money and 
are pay, presented during the Foriy-Fu 
c 

| hl Al 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, by unanimous 
consent, the memorialof H. S. iidridge, and 
Gilbert & Gerrish, was withdrawn from the 
files ot tl Llouse, and referred to the Com- 


mittee of C Lins. 
ATTORNEY 
The SPE 


laid before the 


FOR THE DISTRICT. 
AKER, by unanin 
Hlouse a lett Attor 
ney General in relat allow- 
ance of $8,000 per annum to be made to the 
office of the attorney of the United States 
for the District of Columbia; which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 
SNELLING MILITARY RESERVATION. 
The — AKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid befo the House a letter from the Secre 
tary of Wa n answer to a resolution of the 
lLiouse otf May 7, 1871, in relation to one thon- 
sand acres to be selected for a permanent mili- 
tary post, so much of the military reservation 
of Fort Snelling; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 


PENITENTIARIES IN THE 


ious consent, 
‘from the 


ion to an additional 


FOR! 


TERRITORIES 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre 
tary of the Interior in relation to the act of 
January 22, 1867, making appropriations for 
the erection of penitentiaries in the Territories ; 


which was referred to the Committee on the 


Territories, and ordered to be printed. 


THE CO 


KEMOVAL OF PENSION OFPICE 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Interior in relation to the exy 
i curre | in the removal of the Pe nsion Oth 2¢ 
to the Seaton House, in September, 1871; 
which was referred to the Committee on Ap- 
propriation and ordered to be printed. 

And then, on motion of Mr. GARFIELD, 
of Ohio, (at three o’cloeck and forty minutes 
p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


enses 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

sy Mr. AMBLER: The petition of Melville 
Huds on, pray ing for a pension. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: Two memorials of the 
hacen Temperance Commission, A. M. 
Powell, president, praying for an amendment 


of the Constitution providing that no person | 


hall be eligible to any Federal office who is 
addicted to the use of intoxicating liquors asa 
beve rage. 

By Mr. BRAXTON: A petition of sundry 
citizens of Louisa county, Virginia, asking 
an uniform tax on all manufactured tobacco 
entering the market for consumption at six- 
teen cents per pound, 

By Mr. COX: The 
for relief. 

By Mr. DONNAN: The petition of A. KE. 
Robbins and others, Allamakee 
county, lowa, asking for the establishment 
of a post route between Harper’s Ferry and 
Waukon. 

By Mr. ELY: The petition of the Soldiers’ 
Union Home and School of New York, for an 


petition of David Klien, 


eitizens oft 


appropriation. 

By Mr. FOSTER, of Michigan: A petition 
for pension for Thomas Wilson, of Kent county, 
Michigan. 

By Mr. HAZLETON, of New Jersey: A 


petition from the inhabitants of the city of 
Bridgeton, New Jersey, for an appropriation 
to improve the navigation of Cohansey creek 
between that city and Delaware bay. 

By Mr. HOLMAN: The petition of Simon 
Stansifer, to be relieved from an error in bis 
llector of internal revenue for 
ct of Indiana. 


accounts as ec 
the third distr 


By Mr. KibLLEY: A memorial of many 
insurance companies and citizens of Philadel- 
phia, asking indem: ‘ity for Freach spolia- 
tions 


emorial of the Radieal Reform 

‘Iphia, proposing a method for 
a oe ‘rican Commerce, 

By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of M. A. 
Helm and J. Jacob Heim, heirs of Ambrose 
Van, deceased, praying Congress to pass the 
l'rench spoliation bill now under consideration 
in the House of Representatives. 

Also, the petition of 155 persons, citizens of 
Tennessee. late soldiers of the United States 
Army, requesting bounty land and equalization 
of bounties. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin S. 
sen., of Davidson county, Tennessee, praying 
reimbursement from the Government of the 
United States for goods destroyed during the 
late war. 

Also, the petition of David Yates, late of 


Also. the me 
Club of Phi 
the reviv: lof 


Weller, 


company K, third Tennessee cavalry, for $100 | 


bounty lost to him by neglect of his attorney. 
Also, the petition of William Phillips and 
others, for a special act to place the name of 


Stephen Phillips on the rolls of company K, 


ninth ‘l'ennessee cavalry. 

By Mr. MeCLEL LAND: The petition of 
William H. Ray and 18 others, citizens of 
Monongahela City, Pennsylvania, asking the 
passage of a law establishing a uniform rate 
of tax on all manufactured tobacco of sixteen 
cents per pound. 
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| parish, L ouisiana, praying for the p: Assan: 





| zens of Picken: 


vices as first lieutenant, company B. 
| Ker nt icky cavalry. 


3y Mr. MeJUNKIN: 


twelf:} 
ft 


The petition of RP) 


be th J. Clampitt t, widow of George DP). ( 


late a private in company B, third Penner 


nia vat tille ry, for a pension. = 
> Mr. MOREY: A petition of citi a 

north L onisia na, praying for the esta 

ment of a United States district court for yy 


Louisiana. 


Also, a petition of citizens of Op: 


a bill granting relief to all persons laborin 
under political disabilities. 

By Mr. PLATT: The petition of Rey. s M. 
Bird, A. G. Mabry, andothers, for aid in rebyjl 
ing the Iupis scop: il church at Selma, Alab; aie 

Also, the petition of John Long, ia. 
Booker, William Jones, and others, for ps 


| reduction of the tax on tobuceo. 


By Mr. PRICE: A petition of sundry ( 
sand Dawson counties, in G, 
gia, fora post route from Jasper to Dawes, 
ville, in said State. 

By Mr. RAINEY: The petition of W. ) 
White, Edwin Belcher, Thomas P. Beard, a 
198 others, ¢ salowe d citizens of Georgia, pr 
for the passag 


a 


eof the supplemental civil rich. 


| bill. 


sy Mr. SESSIONS: The petition of Pha 
Ann Elderkin, for a pension on account of the 
death of her son, on whom she was dependent 

By Mr. SLATER: The petition of Samuel 


Colner and 630 others, citizens of Oregon, ask; 


| ing for the passage of an act which will secure 
| to actual settlers lands granted to the State 


Oregon under the swamp-land act, approved 
March 12, 1860. 

By Mr. VAUGHAN: The petition of S. W, 
Cooper and 390 others, citizens of Fayet 
county, Tennessee, praying Congress to refund 
the tax paid upon cotton in 1865, 1866, 1807, 


| and 1868, 


Also, the petition of John W. Winfrey and 
others, citizens of Fayette county, Ternessre, 
praying Congress to refund the amount of tax 
paid upon cotton in 1865, 1866, 1867, and 1803. 


BILLS INTRODUCED 

The following bills were presented under the 

rule, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads: 

By Mr. DONNAN: A bill to estal 


btish cer- 


| tain post routes in the State of Iowa. 
} 


By Mr. FOSTER, of Michigan: A_ bill 
to establish a mail route from Clam Lake to 
‘Traverse City, State of Michigan. 

By Mr. HARPER: A bill to est: a sh a 
post route from Hickory Tavern, by Dudley's 
Shoals, Brushy Mountain, and Warrior (: 
to Wilkesboro, North Carolina, and from G lobe e 


| to Blowing Rock, North Carolina. 


By Mr. PRICE: A bill to establish a post 


' route from Jasper to Dawsonville, in the State 


By Mr. McHENRY : The memorial of John | 


of Georgia. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 18, 1872 
Pr ‘ayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New: 
man, D. D. 


The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was 


read and approved. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Rep- 
resentatives were read twice by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1061) to authorize the 
payment of duplicate checks of disbursing 
officers; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1062) to admit certain 
machinery imported from foreign countries 
free of duty. 

The following House bills were read twice 
by their titles, and referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relatiqns: 

A bill (A. R. No. 1055) to regulate the sal- 


C. Chamberlin, praying compensation for ser- |] ary of the consul at Tien-Tsin, China ; and 
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4 pill (H. RB. No 1056) authorizing the sur- 
vey and marking of the boundary between the 
territory of the United States and the posses- 
jf ve of Great Britain from the Lake of the 
Woods to the summit of the Rocky mountains. 

rhe following House bills were read twice 
py their titles, and referred to the Committee 

yn Pensions: 

ws pill (H. R. No. 497) granting a pension 
to Frederick A. Garlick, of Cortland county, 
New York ; f : 

~ 4 pill (H. R. No, 511) fixing the time from 
which pensions heretofore granted, or which 
may be hereafter granted, shall commence, 
and extending the time for the filing of appli- 
ations for the same; 

A bill (A. R. No. 1057) granting a pension 
to Anna Butterfield, mother of James A. B. 
Butterfield ; . ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1058) granting a pension 


| 











| 





to Margaret Coggins, widow of Philip Coggins; | 


7 pill (H. R. No. 1059) granting a pension 
to Phaebe Haskall, widow of Sidney Smith. 
UNITED STATES BIENNIAL REGISTER. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 


Senate the following concurrent resolution 

from the House of Representatives; which 

was referred to the Committee on Printing: 
Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 


printed one thousand extra copies of the United 
States Biennial Register for the year 1871. 


REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF LAND OFFICE. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate the following concurrent resolution 
from the House of. Representatives; which 
was referred to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 
printed five thousand copies of the report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office for 1870, 
of which three thousand copies shall be for the use 


of the House, one thousand for the Senate, and one 
thousand for the land department. 


CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. THURMAN presented the credentials 
of Hon. Joun SHrrMman, chosen by the Legis- 
lature of Ohio a Senator from that State for 
the term commencing March 4, 1873; which 
were read, and ordered to be filed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair pre- 
sents, at the request of the Yearly Meeting of 
the Keligious Society of Friends, held in New 
York, their memorial to the President, the 
Senate, and the House of Representatives of 
the United States, against war, as not only 
at variance with Christianity, but also with 
morality and the best interests of the human 
family; that it is a scourge of indescribable 
magnitude, bringing incalculable evils upon 
those nations that resort to it as a means of 
settling their differences, hailing with joy the 


recent arrangement by which the settlement of 


the differences between our Government and 
that of Great Britain was referred to a court 
of high commission ; and respectfally entreat- 
ing that the attention of the President and of 
Congress may be earnestly directed to the pro- 
motion of arrangements for the settlement of 
any future national differences that may arise 
by arbitration rather than by a resort to the 
sword. The memorial will be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I have in 
my hand a carefully prepared and thoughtful 
memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of the 
State of New York. It relates to the depres- 
sion of the American shipping interest, and 
sets forth facts and opinions which I believe 
to be entitled to great weight. It recommends 
the adoption of measures for the payment of 
liberal compensation for mail service per 
formed by lines of American steamers alias 
to foreign ports. There are topics in this 
memorial which belong to one of the commit- 
tees of this body, and topics which belong to 
another; and this suggests a doubt to my mind 


42p Conga. 2p Sess.— No. 29. 


| 








as to its appropriate reference. I move, how- | the Army of the Cumberland, and represent- 
ever, its reference to the Committee on Post || ing, as 1 am informed, some three hundred 
Offices and Post Roads; and as I think it || thousand soldiers. 

ought to be printed, I make a motion to that |} I also present the petition of James Hag- 


effect. || gerty and twenty-one others, late officers and 
I'he VICE PRESIDENT. Ifthe memorial || soldiers of the Army, residents of New York, 


were printed, the Senator could then have it 
referred to two committees, if he desired, a 
part to each committee. 


ordered to be printed, and the Senator desires 
it all referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. CONKLING. I think it may as well go 
to that committee. 

The memorial was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Post Offices and Post Roads, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. CONKLING. I also present the peti- 
tion of Charlotte Barnaby, of the county of 
Clinton, in the State of New York, in which 
very many citizens concur, asking to be allowed 
@ pension for special reasons. I move its ref- 
erence to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PATTERSON presented the petition 
of Henry Conard, for an allowance of salary 
while acting as chargé d'affaires ad interim 
at Port au Prince; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented the me- 
morial of Hayward A. Harvey, heir of T. W. 
Harvey, deceased, of New York, praying the 
extension of a patent for the manufacture of 
wood-screws; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents. 

Mr. BLAIR presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Missouri, asking Congress to 
make an appropriation for the survey and im- 
provement of the navigation of the Gasconade 
river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens 
of Missouri on behalf of the Liquor Dealers’ 
Association of St. Louis, praying the passage 
of a law requiring that all the tax on spirits 
distilled within the United States may be 
collected at the distillery or distillery-ware- 
house; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Missouri, praying a reduction of the tariff toa 
revenue basis, and especially a repeal of the 
duties upon salt, coal, and pig iron; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Mississippi, praying the passage of a law pro- 
hibiting the deduction of any part of the pay 
of mail contractors for the failure of the mails 
caused by high water; which was referred to 


the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. || 


Mr. VICKERS presented the petition of 
W. J.C. Duhamel and Henrietta I. Kennedy, 
of Baltimore, Maryland, praying indemnifica 
tion for loss of property by French spoliations 
prior to the year 1801; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a memorial of 
stationers, booksellers, and job printers, of 
Ohio, protesting against the sale of stamped 
envelopes by the Government; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. WINDOM. I present the memorial of 
the Society of the Army of the Cumberland, 
adopted at their annual reunion held in Detroit, 
Michigan, in November, 1871, asking Con- 
gress to reduce the time of residence required 
of soldiers and sailors on homesteads by de- 
ducting the time of service in the Army or 
Navy. The resolution adopted by the society 
is as follows: 


‘*That Congress be memorialized by the Society 
of the Army of the Cumberland to pass a law allow- 
ing the time the settler served in the late war to be 


deducted from the five years, after he shall have || 


lived upon his land two years.” 
This is signed by P. H. Sheridan, Lieuten- 


If there be no objec- | 
tion, this memorial, which is elaborate, will be || 


} 





| 








asking for the same reduction of time; and 
also twelve other petitions of a similar char- 


| acter, signed by several hundred soldiers. I 


move that all these petitions be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a memorial of 
booksellers, printers, and stationers, of Allen- 
town, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the 
manufacture of envelopes by the Government; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. CALDWELL presented a petition of 


; members of the bar of Montgomery county, 


Kansas, praying that terms of the circuit and 
district courts of the United States for the 
district of Kansas be held at the city of Leav- 
enworth ; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Texas, presented the 
petition of the heir of the estate of William 
Robinson, of Houston, Texas, praying indem- 
nification for loss of property by French spo- 
liations prior to the year 1801; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SUMNER. [I present the petition of 
George Brown and one hundred and sixty 
others, of Craven county, North Carolina, pray- 
ing the passage of the supplementary civil 
rights bill; also, a similar petition from offi- 
cers of the Pennsylvania State Equal Rights 
League ; and also a similar petition from Kev. 
S. 8. Waller and forty others, of Binghamton, 
New York. I move that these petitions lie on 





the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. THURMAN. I present the petition of 
William A. Adams, of Ohio, praying for the 
assage of a bill indemnifying sufferers by 
Seah spoliations prior to 1800; and as this 
memorial contains a succinct reference to the 
facts of the case, and some suggestions that 
are worthy of consideration, although I do not 
myself concur in the conclusions, | think the 
memorial deserves to be printed. I make the 
motion that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to; and the memo- 
rial was referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of 
George M. Weston, a citizen of Maine, in be- 
half of the shipping and producing interests 


|| of that State, against the repeal of the duty on 


coal; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

| Mr. EDMUNDS presented the memorial of 
Brevet Brigadier General Benjamin 8. Rob- 
| erts, praying compensation for the use by the 
Government of his patent for improvements 
| in fire-arms and cartridges; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. HILL presented the memorial of Duff 
Green, showing how to pay off the national 
debt, regulate the value of money, and main- 
tain stability in the values of property and of 
| labor; which was referred to the Committee 
| on Finance. 
PAPERS 


WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 





‘|| On motion of Mr. MORTON, it was 


ant General, presiding officer, and John W. | 
Steele, recording secretary of the Society of || the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in relation 
to the claim of the officers and crew of the United 
States ship Wyoming, be withdrawn from the files 
of the Senate and referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of West Vir- 
ginia, it was 


«Ordered, That the petition of Fannie A. Thonip- 
son, legal representative and administratrix of the 
estate of General William Thompson, deceased, pray- 
| ing to be allowed seven years’ half pay, as provided 
for by resolution of Congress, August 24, 1870, be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate and referred to 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask leave to withdraw 
from the files of the Senate the memorial of 
George W. Paschall, for payment of salary and 
expenses of Ju ge Duval in holding court in 
Texas ‘The Senate passed a bill on that eub- 
ject ata tormer Congress, and Mr. Paschall 
now asks leave to withdraw the papers with the 
view of using them elsewhere. 

The leave was granted 

On motion of Mr. COOPER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and accompanying 
papers of Mary A. Manning be withdrawn from the 
fiies of the Senate and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, some 
days ago the Senate referred to the Commit- 
tee onthe Ju iary a memorial from Lliza- 


beth Cady Stauton, Isabe ila Beecher Hooker. 
and four others, setting forth that under the 
present Federal Constitution all women who 
were citizens of the United States had the 
right to vote, and asking Congress to pass a 
law at the present session protecting them in 
the exercise of th 


views ij am instructed by the Committee on 
the Judiciary to report adversely on the latter 
branch of their request, which is, to be heard 
before the Senate in support of the memorial; 
and in reference to the 
memorial, clauning the right to vote under the 
Federal Constitution, the committee will report 
at an carly day in writing tothe Senate. The 
commitiee now report adversely upon s0 much 
of the memorial as requests that the memo- 
rialists be heard, and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of that portion 
of their request. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Illinois, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
reports adversely upon the petition of certain 
ladies to be heard at the bar of the Senate, 
and ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of that prayer. 
to, that order will be muds ° 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut, from the Com- 
mittee on Patents, to whom was referred the 


petition of S. P. Gilbert, praying that some | 


action be taken for the prevention of the pas 
sage of laws by States restricting the sale of 
patents, asked to be discharged from the fur 
ther consideration of the petition; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. The same 
committee, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 172) forthe payment of Richard M. Green 
for the use of his patent by the Government, 
are of opinion that a claim against the Gov- 
ernment for the use of a patent by the Gov- 
ernment is like a claim for the use of any other 
property, and should therefore go to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. Hence the Committee on 
Patents ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the bill, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. The same 
committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of George Wright for compensation in a sim- 
ilar matter, together with a bill (S. No. 239) 
for the relief of George Wright, ask to be dis 
charged from the consideration of them, and 


that they be referred to the Committee on 


Claims, 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. The same 
committee, to whom were referred the petition 
of John B. Emerson, and the bill (8. No. 138) 
for the reliet of Jobn B. Emerson, being of 
the same character as the preceding claim, 
recommend the same action. 


The petition and bill were referred to the | 


Commiitee on Claims. 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 1049) establishing a port of entry and 
delivery atthe city of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
reported it without amendment. 


other branch of the | 


Unless objected 
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He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the bill (S. No. 345) for deepening | 
St. Clair Flats canal to sixteen feet, reporte 
it without, amendment. 

Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee om 


Foreign Relations, to whom was referred the |) by or on behalf of the Government of the Uni- 


_ ted States, have directed me to report i: } 


bill (H. R. No. 801) to authorize the proper 
accounting officers of the Treasury to setile 
with F. M. Cordeiro, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. TIPVON, from the Committee on Pen- 

|| sions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Theodore S. Comparet, asking for a pension, 

|| submitted a report accompanied by a bill (S. 
No. 494) placing the name of Theodore 8S. 
Comparet on the pension-roll. 


The bill was read, and passed to a second | 


reading, and the report was ordered to be 


|| printed. 


| Mr.COLE. The Commitiee on Port Offices 


| and Post Roads, to whom was referred the bill | 


(S. No. 49) authorizing the establishment of 
'| ocean mail steamship service between the Uni- 

under consideration, and have directed me to 
|| report back the bill with an amendment in the 
|| nature of a substitute, and recommend its 
|| passage. 
|| Lalso submit a report which I ask to have 
| printed with the bill, and I will state now that 
|| L shall avail myself of some vacant day next 
|| week to call it up for consideration, and | 
|| hope at that time the Senate will dispose 


The report was ordered to be printed. 


| Mr. SAULSBURY, from the Committee on 
| Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
| lenry W. B. Grover, of Durham, New Hamp- 
| shire, praying to be allowed bounty, asked 
to be discharged from its further considera- 
| tion, and that it be referred to the Commitiee 
| on Military Affairs; which was agreed to. 

|| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
|| was referred the petition of Caroline Damon, 
|| praying to be allowed a pension, asked to 
{| be discharged from its further consideration ; 

which was agreed to. 

| He also, from the same committee, towhom 
| was referred the petition of Mary Bragdon, 


| : . | 
: || ted States and Australia, have had the same 
right, and also asking to |} 


be heard before Senate in support of these || 








| of Poland, Androscoggin county, Maine, pray- | 
ing to be allowed a pension, asked to be dis- | 


|| charged from its further consideration ; which 
yas agreed to. 


PHILADELPHIA ICE-BOATS. 


merce, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 

| 487) to exempt the iron steam ice-boats, con- 

|| structed by the city of Philadelphia, from 
inspection, have directed me to report it 

| back, and recommend its passage. 

| Mr SCOTY. Lask for the present consid- 

| eration of that bill. 

| By unanimous consent the bill (S. No. 487) 


| to exempt the iron steam ice-boats constructed | 


|| by the city of Philadelphia from the inspec- 
'| tion required by the act of February 28, 1871, 
| 


| entitled ‘*An act to provide for the better secu- 
rity of life on board of vessels propelled in 


whole or in part by steam, and for other pur- | 


poses,’’ was considered as in Committee of 
| the Whole. 
| Mr. POMEROY. 1 suppose there is some 
| reason for that bill. I do not understand it ; 

but I suppose the Senator from Pennsylvania 
|| can state what it is for. 
Mr. SCOTT. I stated when I introduced the 
bill that the application of the provisions of 
this law to those ice-boats prevents effectu- 
ally their being used forthe purpose for which 
they were constructed. The rivers wili freeze 
up and cannot be opened unless this bill is 
passed. These boats require a higher pres- 
sure of steam, in order to enable them to cut 
the ice out of the channel, than the law au- 
thorizes. 

‘he bill was reported to the Senate without | 

amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 


Mr. CHANDLER. The Committee on Com- | 








EIGIIT-IOUR Law. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The Comin. 


tee on Finance, to whom was referred the ; int 
resolution (H. R. No. 47) in relation ¢ : 


0 pay of 
laborers, workmen, and mechanics emplor. 


ni. 


with an amendment, in the nature of a sph... 
tute. I ask at the same time that certain oom. 


| munications which I send to the Chair be read 





The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
Wak DerartMEnt, December 28, 187] 

The Secretary of War has the honor to return +. 
the Committee on Finance of the United States Son. 
ate, the proposed joint resolution (II, R. No, 47) "i, 
relation to pay ot laborers, workmen, and mee 
ics employed by or on behalf of the Governme 
the United States,” and, in compliance with th 
quest of the committee, to transmit certain reports 
of the chiefs of engineers, and ordnance, showin 
the probable amount that would be required to carry 
out the provisions ofthe billin the War Departmen; 
WILLIAM W. BELKNAP, * 


Secretury of War. 


‘in 
nay. 
hi of 


@ re- 


ing 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERs, 
Wasuincton, D.C., December 23, 187), 

Str: In reply to the communication from Hon 
JOHN SHERMAN of the 19th instant, inclosing Iloyse 
resolution No. 47, addressed to you and referred to 
this oflice, I have the honor to state: 

First. That the aggregate amount which, shoul] 
this bill become a law, would probably be reyuired 
to pay employés of engineer department would not 
exceed $106,502 60. ; 

Second. That the accounts of fifty-six officers and 
agents disbursing under direction of this oflice would 
have to be adjusted and settled. 

The remaining questions involved, namely: first 
whether it would invoive the accounts of contrast. 
ors on behalf of the Government, and second 
whether what has been paid for work of laborers 
workmen, and mechanics, has been or will be more 
or less than has been or is paid fer like services by 
orivate parties, cannot, with any degree of accuracy, 

e determined. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier General and Chief of Lngineers. 


Hon. SECRETARY oF War. 


ORDNANCE OrFicEe, War Depart Ment, 
WASHINGTON, December 22, 1871, 


Sir: I have the honor to return herewith Senator 
SHERMAN’s lIetter_of 19th instant, accompanied by 
Ilouse resolution No. 47, and respectfully subwit the 
following report: 

On July 15, 1868, twenty days after the passage of 
the law making eight hours a day’s work, General 
Order 46, Adjutant General’s Office, announcing the 
passage of the law. was published to the Aruyy for its 
government. (Copy herewith.) 

No special instructions on the subject were pub- 
lished by this bureau to the Department with the 
general order, and commanding officers at arzevals 
were allowed to fix the daily wages of the employés 
under them as had previously been allowed. Some 
commanding officers reduced the number of working 
hoursin a calendar day from ten hours to eight hours 
and Jeft thedaily wages unaltered; other reduced the 
number of working hours in a day and made a cor- 
responding abatement in the day’s wages, while other 
officers required the hired men to labor ten hours in 
a calendar day and gave them credit for one and a 
fourth days for each calendar day they worked. 

On February 17, 1869, the inclosed circular No.2, 
series of 1869, was published by this Department and 
continued in foree until the date of the President's 
proclamation. From that time until now al! hired 
menu employed by the day in this Depurtment have 
been paid ten hours’ wages for eight hours’ work. 

The numberof hired men employed by this De- 
partment at daily wages, between the date of the 
law making eight hours aday’s work and the public- 
ation of the President’s proclamation in relation to 
the same will be found to be about two thousand, 
which number, if paidtheextra compensation, would 
require not less than $300,000, 

lt is not known that any other persons would 
become entitled to additional compensation should 
this bill become a iaw. If any work was done bs 
contract between June 25, 1868, and May 14, 180%, 
the number of hired men employed by the contract- 
ors is not known to this Department. 

In conclusion, I have to say that the wages now 
paid by this Department to laborers and other 
workmen is, at least, twenty per cent. higher thanis 
paid by private establishments, the relative hours 
of labor being considered. 

Very respectiully, your obedient servant, 

A. B. DYER, 
Chief of Ordnance United States Army: 
Hon. W. W. Betknap, Secretary of War. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. So far as the 
committee have been able to ascertain in these 
two branches of the Government business, ! 
will be seen that it will require at least be: 
tween four and five hundred thousand dollars 


| third reading. read the third time, and passed. || to make up the difference which is claimed 00 
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account of the change from ten hours to eight 
irs as 
require quite a number of paymasters and addi- 
tional clerks, and for a long period of time, to 
ascertain the NM 
It seems that they are now receiving twenty 
er cent. more than what is paid by private 
emplovers fora simila ramount ot work else- 
where in the same neighborhood. Under the 
circumstances, If was thought proper by the 
Committee on Finance to report an amend- 
the nature of a substitute repealing 


ment in : 
this change from ten hours 


the law authorizing 
to eight hours. : 

Mr. MORTON. _1 would like to inquire of 
the Senator from Vermont if there has not 
been some information furnished by the officers 
of the Government in regard to the proportion 
of work done under the eight-hour system as 
compared with that under the former system? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will state 
that there has been none furnished to the 
Committee on Finance on our application; 
hut the Senator is aware of what was read by 
the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wit- 
soN,] as‘coming from the military superintend- 
ent of Springfield arsenal, the other day, and 


that is the only information I know of that | 
relates to that subject which has been com- | 


municated at the present session of Congress. 

It seems, Mr. President, to be invidious for 
the Governmentto be paying more for precisely 
the same kind of work than is paid elsewhere 
inthe country, and, underall the circumstances, 
the Commitiee on Tinance directed me to re- 

ort the amendment as I have stated. This 
will leave the compensation under the law just 
as interpreted by the Attorney General until 
revised by the Piesident’s proclamation. Any- 
thing beyond that will be attended by infinite 
dificultv. Letit be laid on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not now 
subject to debate, except by unanimous con- 
sent, as the report has been made to-day. 
What does the Senator desire shall be done 
with the papers? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move that 
the papers be printed and laid on the table, to 
accompany the bill, which, of course, will go 
on the Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CRAIGHILL CHANNEL. 


Mr. VICKERS. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 413) to appropriate a sum of money 
for the placing of rauge-lizhts along the sbip- 
channel in the Chesapeake bay and Patapsco 
river, in the State of Maryland, commonly 
called the Craighill channel, to report it back 
and to recommend its passage. I ask for the 
consideration of the bill on account of the 
necessiiy of the case. It has been recom- 
mended by the engineers corps, the Light- 
House Board, and the Treasury Department, 
and is unanimously reported from the Com- 
miltee on Commerce. 

There being uo objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill (S. No. 413) to appropriate a sum 
of money for the placing of range-lights along 
the ship-channel in the Chesapeake bay and 
Patapsco river. in the State of Maryland, com- 
mouly called the Craighiil channel. For the 
purpose named, the bill proposes to appropri- 
ate ihe sum of $40,000. 

Mr. COLE. IL inquire whether that is not 
making an appropriation, and whether it has 
been before the Committee on Appropriations. 
I think it is irregular. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill has been 
before the Commitree on Commerce. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Light-house appropri- 
ations are not referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations ; they come from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, always. 

Mr. POMEROY. It is nota regular appro- 
priation bill. 


a day’s work, and in addition it will | 


amount due and to pay the same. | 





Mr. COLE. 
priation bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from California that appro- 
priations for light-houses and rivers and har- 
bors have, so tar as he knows, always come 
from the Committee on Commerce. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

LIGUT-HUOUSES AND BEACONS. 


CORBETT. I am instructed by the 


I think it is a regular appro- 


Mr. 


tt 


| 
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amount of additional pay would compensate 

an officer for the loss of his arm or his leg. 
Mr. SHERMAN. ‘The reason given forthe 

discrimination in the old law was that the pay 


of the private soldier or of the inferior officer 


Committee on Commerce to report back ares- | 


olution that was adopted by the National Board 
of Trade, and recommend its passage. I ask 
its present consideration. 

The resolution was considered and agreed 
to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 


| be, and he is hereby, respectfully requested to lay 





before Congress for publication, if the publie inter- 
est shall allow, the correspondence which has passed 
between the Government of the United States and 
Great Britain relative to the dues now collected in 
the latter country from merchant shipping for the 
support of light-houses and beacons, with a view to 
renewing the application of our own Governwmentat 
the proper time forthe relief of the shipping inter- 
est from these charges, and forthe maintenance of 
the light-house system of Great Britain trom the 
public revenue, in accordance with the policy and 
practice of the Government of the United States, 
which has lighted its coastand harbors for the free 
use of the ships of all nations. 


ARTIFICIAL LIMBS. 


Mr. BLAIR. The Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
471) toamend an act entitled ‘‘An act supple- 
mentary to an act to provide for furnishing 
artificial limbs for disabled soldiers,’’ approved 
June 30, 1870, have directed me to report 
back without amendment, and I desire its 
present consideration. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 


| Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. 


It provides that the benefits 


would not justify the purchase of the necessary 
artificial limb, while the pay of officers of a 
higher grade was amply sullicient to provide 
them with such limbs. However, as the Mil- 
itary Committee have reported the bill, I will 
not stand in the way of its passage. 

Mr. BLAIR. It isvery well known to every 
one, I suppose, that the additional pay given 
to officers of high rank is necessary on account 
of their increased expenditures m the A rnny 


| On account of their rank, and almost all of the 


| officers to whom this bill will apply have retired 


fom the service. I can see no just ground for 
diseriminating against oflicers of higher rank 
than captain in this matter. As I have before 
remarked, no amount of pay or pension can 


| compensate a man for the loss of ove of his 


of the act approved June 13. 1870. entitled | 


‘*An act supplementary to an act to provide 
for furnishing artificial limbs to disabled sol- 
diers,’’ shall be extended to major generals, 
brigadier generals, colonels, lieutenant col- 
onels, majors, and all officers, soldiers, sea- 
men, and marines, disabled in the military 
or naval service of the United States, as fully 
as the same are provided for in the acts 


approved July 16, 1862, July 28, 1866, and | 


July 27, 1868, in so far as these acts relate to 
artificial 
procuring those limbs. 

' Mr. BLAIR. I willstate that this bill gives 
to all officers above the grade of captain the 
same benefits as to artificial limbs which those 
below the rank of captain now enjoy. There 
are many officers above that rank who lost their 


limbs, and whose circumstances are no better || 


than those of officers below that rank. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to inquire 
of the Senator from Missouri how much it will 
require to meet the provisions of this bill? 

Mr. BLAIR. Idonot know. [have no data 
by which to tell how much will be required. 


| Every officer above the grade of captain who 


| lost a limb in the war will be entitled to an | 
artificial limb from the Government under this | 


bill. I can see no ground to discriminate 
against officers above that rank. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I dislike ever to object 
to a provision of thiskind, because. as a matter 
of course, we all feel a sympathy for soldiers 
in this condition; but officers of the Army of 
the grades named have additional pay and 
pension, and the cost of a limb would be much 
less to them than to an ordinary soldier. If 
this is going to make a large extension of the 
provisions of the law passed a few years since 
it ought to be examined ; but I do not like to 
object. 

Mr. BLAIR. 
much mistaken. 


I think the Senator is very 
I think he will find that no 


limbs, and to transportation for | 





limbs. 

Mr. CONKLING. I understand the law 
now to stand thus, and I will thank the honor 
able Senator from Missouri to correct me if { 
am wrong: enlisted men are entitled to artili 


| cial limbs if they have lost their own, and, pre- 


ferring not to take them, they are entitled to 
asum of money in lieu of the limb. Aml 
right so far? 

Mr. BLAIR. I believe so. 

Mr. CONKLING. I understand that the 


| statutes which make the law as I have stated 


were adopted upon the ground that enlisted 
men belonging to the rank and file did not re- 


| ceive pay in the first instance, and in the sec- 
| ond instance did not receive pensions so large 





as to enable them to provide themselves with 
the poor substitute which art has contrived for 
their natural limbs. ‘That, of course, wus in- 
consistent with the idea that the major gen- 
erals, brigadier generals, and colonels were 
to be provided with artificial limbs at the pub- 
lie expense. The reason, I say, did notob ain 
in their case at all. Now, however, u bill is 
presented as I supposed, in the first place, to 
extend this favor, and to make it applicable to 
all men, regardless of their rank ; but upon 
looking at the bill I find that even this is not 
so. ‘lhe bill proposes, as I understand it, to 
pass over all military men intermediate be- 
tween the common soldier and the captain, 
and, beginning with captains, to extend this 
right to the officersabove. Now, I should like 
to know why that should be done. 

Mr. BLAIR. ‘The Senator is mistaken. 
The present law applies to all officers of the 
grade of captain and below, as well as to 


| common soldiers. 


Mr. CONK LING. I just now asked the hon- 
orable chairman of the Commitree on Military 


| Affairs, whom I do not see in his seat, [ Mr. 


Witson,] and he told me that the pre-ent law 


| did not cover officers below the rank of cap- 


tain, but only enlisted men. 
Mr. BLAIR. My impression is that it does 


| cover officers of that rank and below. 


Mr. CONKLING. Ido not see the honor- 
able Senator from Massachusetts here ; per- 
haps he will be here ina moment. My rcol- 
lection—and my friend from Indiana [Mr. 
Morton] confirms me—is with the Senator 
from Massachusetts; but | beg to ask my 
fiiend from Missouri what is the use of all 
these words if he is right? Why not strike 
ont these words? ‘Then the bill is general. 
Why begin and say * every: dy from captain 
up,’ if everybody from capte:. down has this 
privilege now? Why not o}': erate the dis- 
tinction, and say all men shal have it? 

Mr. BLAIR. I have no objection to the 
Senator's so amending the bill. He is very 
felicitous in language, 1 know. 

Mr. CONKLING. I have 
desire to amend it; but I suggest to ihe hon- 
orable Senator that these words, if they have 
any use at all, imply that there must be some 


no particular 








body below the rank of captain to whom this 
privilege does not now extend. 

Mr. BLAIR. My impression is that there 
is no one below the rank of captain to whom 
the privilege does not now extend; that every 
officer of the grade of captain and below that 
grade is entitled to the benefits of theact. That 
is my impression. 

Mr. CONKLING. 


bonorable Senator that in lines six, seven, and 


| 





bill: ** major generals, brigadier generals, col- 


onels, lieutenant colonels, majors;’’ so that 


a 
os 
VJ 
pi 


officers, soldiers, seamen, and marines dis- 
abled in the military or naval service of the 
i United States.’’ 

f ; Mr. BLAIR. I have no objection to that 
amendment; but I cannot accept it, I suppose, 
as the bill is reported by a committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New York moves to amend the bill as he has 
stated. 

Mr. CONKLING. I move to amend upon 
the theory that that is what the bill designs 
todo. lam not advised about this. I sub- 
mit it to the honorable Senator from Missouri. 
If the design of the bill is to extend to all men 
alike without distinction of rank in the Army 
; or Navy this benefit, then certainly these 
words are surplusage. ‘They provokethe idea 
that a distinction is attempted to be made; 

and if no distinction is to be made, then they 
y should be taken from the bill. 
. Mr. BLAIR. No distinction is intended to | 
, be made. I have already given to the Senator 
from New York my impression that the law in 
existence now applies to all others; and this 
billis simply to provide for those who are not 
already outlined for; but I am very happy to 
_have the assistance of the Senator from New 
York in improving the language of the bill, 


eyes 8 


Mr. CONKLING. Then, upon the assump- | 
; tion that the bill is to be thus modified, I un- 
derstand now the billto stand upon this ground: | 

that no man in the Navy and no man in the | 
: Army receives pay and pensions so large as to 
be able to provide himself with this particular 


necessity. That is the argument, I take it. 
; Mr. BLAIR. I have not made that argu- 
5 ment. 


Mr. CONKLING. I do not see any other 
on which the bill could stand. I am not going 
to interpose against any report made by the 
Military Committee which looks like conferring 
benefits upon men who have exposed their lives 
and lost their limbs in the service of the coun- 
try—very fur from it; but when we are appro- 
priating money from the Treasury I think we 
ought to understand upon what grounds we 
are doing it, and the effect of the legislation. 

Now, | understand the bill, if the amend- 
ment suggested shall prevail, to mean this— | 
and with this single statement I leave it—I 
understand it to mean that in addition to all 
the bounties, all the pay, all the pensions now 
provided by law, every man inthe Army from 
the General down, and every man in the Navy 
from the Admiral down, if he has lost alimb, | 
is to be provided with an artificial limb; or if 
he does not want to be so provided by the | 
Government, as will be the truth in a great 
majority of instances, a certain sum of money 
as commutation or bounty is to be added to 
what he has heretofore received. I think there 
can be no doubt that that is the effect of the 


the bill would read: ‘‘shall be extended to all | 


and I accept without hesitation his suggestion. || 


| lost an arm or a leg in the service of his coun- 
|| try, and to provide that the country shall 
| recompense him to some extent by making as 
| good a substitute as possible by furnishing him 

an artificial limb. That is the fact about it, 


|| and I am very glad that the Senator has stated || 


| it so explicitly to the Senate. I do not know 


Tren I suggest to the || but that he stated it in a manner calculated to 


_ impress the Senate with the enormous expense 


eight these words should be stricken from the | that the Government is about to incur in this 


| matter, in the hope probably of breaking down 
|| the bill. I do not know that I understand him 
exactly as urging these facts in the sense I 
|| have indicated, but with a full knowledge that 
it does provide for every person who served in 
| the Army or Navy, and had the misfortune 
| to lose one of his limbs, a substitute at the 
expense of the Government. I hope that there 
will be found no one in the Senate to object to 
the bill. 

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, in order 
not to break down the bill, and not to dwell 
upon the great expense involved in it, but to 
| insure men below the rank of captain the 
| same right which is now to be conferred upon 
major generals, | move the amendment which 
I suggested, to strike out all the restraining 
words, so that the bill will extend this privi- 
lege to all men alike, regardless of rank, in the 
Army and Navy. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That amend- 
ment has been regarded as agreed to, there 
being no objection. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. THURMAN. I should like to hear the 
bill read as it stands amended. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will 
have its third reading in full. 

The bill was read a third time, at length, as 
follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the benefits of the act 
approved June 30, 1870, entitled ‘‘An act supple- 
mentary to an act to provide for furnishing artificial 
limbs to disabled sobdiers,”’ shall be extended to all 
| officers, soldiers, seamen, and marines disabled in 
| the military or naval service of the United States, 
| as fully as the same are provided for in the acts 
approved July 16, 1862, July 28, 1863, and July 27 
1868, in so far as the said acts relate to artificial 
mee. and to transportation for procuring said 
im bs. 

Src. 2. That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent 
| with this act are hereby repealed. 

Sec.3. That this act shall take effect and be in 
force from and after its passage. 


The bill was passed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. Isaac Srroum, one of its clerks, 
announced that the House had passed the fol- 
lowing bills; in which it requested the concur- 
rence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 115) granting a pension to 
Nancy Ann Spurgeon, widow of Josiah Spur- 
geon, of Lewis county, Missouri ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 712) granting a pension to 
William H. Bridges; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1065) granting a pension 
to Martha A. Jones ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1066) granting a pension 
to Mary Wade, mother of Jennie Wade; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1067) granting a pension 
to Ann G. Barker, widow of Thomas Barker. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 495) granting a pension to Mrs. Charlotte 








Be Sh bill; and all that I wish to do isto understand 
i s it myself and bring it to the knowledge of the 

: 4 Senate, in order that we may know what we 
are about to adopt. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the amendment will be regarded as 
agreed to. 

Mr. BLAIR. I am very glad that the Sen- | 
ator from New York has stated so clearly what 
the bill amounts to. 


It is to apply to every | 


Barnaby ; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WEST asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill(S. No. 496) 
to authorize the sale of public property at 
Shreveport, Louisiana; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HITCHCOCK asked, undlep unanimous 


man who has served the country, and who is || consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
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| not already provided for by law, and who has } No. 497) to constitute Nebraska Cit 
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| 
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y, in the 
ivery; which 
referred to the 
and ordered to be 


State of Nebraska, a port of deliver 
was read twice by its title, 
Committee on Commerce, 
printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous Consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No, 498, 
amendatory of the homestead law; which wes 
read twice by its title, referred to the Coaants 
tee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous eop, 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No 
499) to allow women to vote and hold office j;, 
the Territories of the United States; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 1, 
be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consen, 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill(S. No, 500) 
granting two million acres of public lands ig 
the District of Columbia for educational pur 
poses ; which was read twice by its title, referreg 
to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordereg 
to be printed. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, asked, and by 
unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro. 
duce a bill (S. No. 501) for the relief of James 
Murphy; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8, 
No. 502) to perfect navigation on the Missis. 
sippi river; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHERMAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8. 
No. 503) for the relief of Joseph L. Hall; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CONDUCT OF PRESIDENT GRANT. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. Mr. President, 
I rise to say to the Senate that on to-morrow, 
or some short and fit day, I will ask the court 
esy of the body to allow me to call up a reso- 
lution which I offered some days ago, in order 
to make some remarks upon it. The Senate 
will recollect how that resolution was de- 
nounced at the time it was presented. Those 
words of denunciation I did not hear, or | 
should have taken the opportunity to reply at 
once. I hope, under the circumstances, the 
Senate will do me the courtesy to allow me to 
have that resolution called up soon, and also 
permission to make some remarks upon it. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Rep- 
resentatives were read twice by their titles, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions: 

A bill (H. R. No. 115) granting a pension 
to Nancy Ann Spurgeon, widow of Josiah 
Spurgeon, of Lewis county, Missouri; _ 

A bill (H. R. No. 712) granting a pension 
to William H. Bridges; ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1065) granting a pension 


' to Martha A. Jones; 


A bill (H. R. No. 1066) granting a pension 
to Mary Wade, mother of Jennie Wade; and 
A bill (H. R. No. 1067) granting a pension 
to Ann S. Barker, widow of Thomas Barker. 


POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill (H. R. No. 880) for the removal of legal 
and political disabilities imposed by the third 
section of the fourteenth article of amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States, the 


pone question being on the amendment of 


{r. SumNer, to add certain sections, known as 
the supplementary civil rights bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. It is understood that the 
Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Carpenter] de 
sires to address the Senate to-day on another 
question. I would ask, therefore, that this bill 
be passed over informally for that purpose; 
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:, ces 


but before that is done, I desire to say that I 
have considered the suggestions of the Sen- 

wr from New Jersey (Mr. Frevincuvysen] 
ee last evening by way of amendment, and 
ane substantially adopted them. I now send 
the Chair my amendment as amended, with 
ai some slight verbal changes that I have 
ali in it, and I ask to have it printed in this 


a VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
will be regarded as modified, and in the modi- 
ged shape take the place of the previous amend- 
mir, SUMNER. Certainly ; the whole being, 
as | understand it, still in my hands. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. The Sen- 
ator has a right to modify his amendment, and 
does modify it. It will be ordered to be printed 
€ there be no objection, It isso ordered. The 
Senator from Massachusetts now yields to the 
Senator from Wisconsin, who asks that the 
pending business be informally passed over 
for the purpose of considering the resolution 
offered by himself; and the Chair will again 
state, as he did a few days since, that the un- 
Gnished business must be called up by some 
Senator prior to the adjournment of the Senate 
to-day or prior to its going into executive ses- 
sion, a8 Whatever the Senate adjourns upon 
will be the unfinished business. There appears 
to be no objection; and the resolution of the 
Senator from Wisconsin will be taken up. 


POWER OF APPOINTMENT. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the fol- 
lowing resolution, submitted by Mr. Carpen- 
TER on the 10th instant: 


Whereas the Constitution of the United States 
requires the President to nominate, and by and with 
the advice and cousent of the Senate to appoint, all 
officers of the United States whose appointments are 
not in said Constitution otherwise provided for, and 
which shall be established by law, subject to the 
power of Congress by law to vest the appointment 
of such inferior officers as they may think proper in 


the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the | 


heads of Departments: Therefore, 


Resolved, That any law or regulation which is | 


designed to relieve the President, and in the cases 
pertaining to them the courts of law or heads of 
Departments, of the full responsibility of such 
nominations or appointments, is in violation of the 
Constitution. 


Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President, it has 


been announced by at least one Washington 


correspondent that I am to address the Sen- | 


ate in opposition to what is cunningly styled 
‘civil service reform;’’ and that I am to 
attack it not by reason, but by ridicule. I 


expect to be abused from one end of the 


Union to the other for asserting, or even | 


suggesting, that the press do not understand a 
mau’s intentions better than he understands 
them himself. Nevertheless, sir, I assure the 
Senate that if I were complete master of those 
weapons of discussion known as irony and sar- 


casm, this is not an occasion upon which I | 


should employ them. 

Iam an humble yet faithful member of the 
Republican party. Iam asincere supporter of 
the present Administration. I am a loyaland 
ardent friend of General Grant ; so ardent and 
loyal that, if need be, I would even forfeit his 
friendship to warn him against a fatal or even 
dangerous or mistaken step. I deeply regret 
the recent message sent by the President to 
Congress, adopting the rules recommended by 
the ‘*civil service’? board. It pledges the 
President to a line of official conduct which 
in my belief is altogether unconstitutional; a 
line of conduct which, if not unconstitutional, 
will, if adhered to, prove most pernicious in 
results. “And while I feel bound by every con- 
sideration to enter my protest and raise a warn- 
ing voice, I feel no inclination to heap ridicule 
upon this measure, or to treat it or its authors 
otherwise than with entire respect. It must 
be admitted that the clamor raised upon this 
subject has affected the public mind, and I 
both appreciate and honor the motives of the 
President in attempting to execute what just 
at present seems to be the popular wish. In 
his inaugural he said that the surest way to 





| 





procure the repeal of an objectionable law was 
to execute it faithfully. He may have con- 
cluded that the surest way to cure the people 
of all desire to embrace the modern theories 
in regard to civil service was to put those the- 
ories into execution until the people should 
ery, ‘‘ Enough!”’ 

Still, I feel that the President has yielded 
too easily, and that, in his desire to obey the 
popular voice, he has surrendered principles 
which the people, when they come to reflect 
upon the subject, will determine ought to be 
maintained. Ithas been charged by the press 
that General Grant is employing the patron- 
age of the Government to secure his reélection. 
If in this matter he thought at all of himself, 
he undoubtedly thought he could allow them 
many advantages and still defeat his enemies. 
I have no doubt of this; but General Grant is 
at present holding in trust a great govern- 
mental office, which must hereafter be occu- 
pied by men who will not possess the personal 
popularity he enjoys, and therefore will not 
be as able as he is to breast a temporary 
storm in order to vindicate a great principle. 

The sudden impulses of a democracy are 
often wrong. ‘The sober second thought of 
the people is always right.’’ But it often hap- 
pens that a public man is compelled to act in 
sudden emergencies—act while some popular 
delusion is ruling the hour; and it may some 
time happen that he may find his head in the 
basket before the sober second thought, the 
calm deliberate judgment of the people, can 
be obtained. 

‘* Self- preservation is the first law of nature.”’ 
And a Senator, if he may not be excused, is 
at least entitled to whatever of palliation may 
result from this law, when he yields to a tem- 
porary frenzy of popular sentiment against the 
convictions of his own judgment and the voice 
of his conscience. He may seek shelter in the 
theory that the people are sovereign, the rep- 
resentative but a servant, and it may seem to 
follow that the people cannot complain that a 
Senator has executed their will, no matter 


how disastrous the results may be. Toa Sen- | 


ator ambitious of reélection it must always be 
a temptation to yield to the latest and loudest 
popular cry; a temptation which may, indeed, 
be resisted and overcome by that steadfast 
virtue which sustains the martyr amid crack- 
ling fagots; the virtue which, I trust, will always 
be found in this conservative body of the 
Republic. 

But, as [ am probably the only Senator who 
could not be reélected if he desired to be, 
there seems to be a special obligation resting 
upon me to act independently during the brief 
term I have to serve in the Senate. 

The Senator from Massachusetts on my 
right [Mr. Sumner] has proposed an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States 
disfranchising any citizen who shall have 
servetl one constitutional term as President. 
The fourteenth amendment disfranchises Jef- 
ferson Davis ; but provides that Congress, by 
a two-thirds vote, may relieve him from dis- 
ability. The Senator from Massachusetts pro- 
poses to disfranchise General Grant without 
providing that Congress may even by a unani- 
mous vote restore him to eligibility. When 
that resolution shall come up again for consid- 
eration, [ understand that a Senator intends 
to move an amendment to it, providing— 

That _no person shall be entitled to a seat in 


either House of Congress who shall have served one 
constitutional term therein. 


And— 


That no person shall hold or exercise any office 
of honor, profit, or trust under the United States, or 
any State, who shall have held any such office or 
offices for six years in all; butthat every citizen who 
shall have served as aforesaid shall be forever there- 
after distrusted and disfranchised. 

Thus visiting upon every person who shall 
have so offended the extreme penalty imposed 
by the fourteenth amendment upon the most 
guilty of the traitors who sought to overthrow 
the Government in the late rebellion. 


favor of abuses. 


And I |) 


expect that the honorable Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, if he is convinced that one term of 
public service is sufficient to undermine the 
integrity of any man, as is inferable from his 
proposed amendment, will not only accept this 
amendment, but will take his hat and leave the 


| Chamber without even requiring a vote of the 


Senate. 

I expect this because | know that Sen- 
ator is too devoted to principle to violate it in 
his own person, and if it be an evil for any 
public servant to serve for more than one 


| term, I know he will redress the wrong so far 


as himself is concerned. It will indeed be a 
calamity for the Senate to lose the benefit of 
his experience and wisdom; but this is an era 
of principles, and practical inconveniences are 
not to be weighed for a moment against the 


| sublimity of a dogma, 
| 


All hail, one-term principle. 
Farewell, Senator from Massachusetts! 

[am anticipating a sorrowful parting, the 
grief of which will only be softened and re- 
lieved by whatever consolation may result from 
the reflection that the Senator from Massachu- 
setts has laid down his ofticial life to illustrate 
his political principles. 

Mr. President, in polities ‘‘words are things."’ 
‘*Civil service reform’’ isa cunning catchword. 
Whoever is not in favor of reform must be in 
This is the rapid logie by 
which some men hope to conceal their real 
purposes and commit us to ideas and theories 
which belong to monarchical governments. 


| But change 1s not necessarily reform; and 
| there is a wisdom fortified by the instincts of 


nature, teaching us that ‘‘it is better to bear 


| the ills we have, than fly to others that we 


know not of.’’ 

The Government is necessarily of delicate 
and complicated mechanism; and the com- 
monest prudence dictates that no alteration 


| should be made in a system which, as a whole, 
| has answered well its ends without at least a 
| very strong probability of improvement and 
| benefit. 


The great principle upon which our Govern- 


| ment rests, the philosophy which supports all 


free institutions, is that the powers of sov- 


| ereignty should be so distributed among differ- 


ent officers and bodies that each department 


| shall operate as acheck upon the others, and 


the concurrence of all be indispensable to the 
Government's proceeding at all. 

The scheme which our fathers devised was 
a distribution of these powers among three 


| great departments, legislative, judicial, and 
| executive; three great, independent, codr- 
| dinate departments. 
| 
| 
| 


When this had been 


| agreed upon, the practical question to be 
| settled was, What proportion of sovereign 


powers should be conferred upon each so as 
| to secure the power of each to vindicate its 
| proper authority against the encroachments 
| of the others: and this was felt and found to 

be a most delicate and difficult problem. No 

frame of free government on a large scale was 
| before them for a model, and guided only by 
general principles, they were compelled to 
devise new instrumentalities. 

Our fathers were Englishmen; the history 
| of England was specially familiar to them. 
| All the liberties of Englishmen had been 
| wrested by Parliament, supported by the peo- 
| ple, from the kings of England. Executive 
| power was the object of their keenest suspicion 
| and distrust. In the Declaration of Inde- 
| pendence all the wrongs complained of were 

charged upon the king of England. ‘That 
| celebrated document contains twenty-six arti- 
| cles of impeachment against the king; none 
whatever against the Parliament of Great 
Britain. When it was found necessary to 
complain of the laws by which the colonies 
aa been plundered and oppressed, it was 
| said: 


| 
| “‘He[the king] has combined with others to sub- 
1} 


ject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, 
and unacknowledged by our laws; gis ing his assent 
to their acts of pretended legislation,” &e. 
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concluding, in relation to the laws which had 
been passed, as well as the acts of the king 
himsel!— 

"A prince whose characteris thus marked by every 


act which can define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler 
of a {ree poopie. 
The British theory is that ‘ the king can do 


The theory of the Declaration 
of Independence is that the king is answerable 
for all wrongs committed by the Government. 
In this mood, and entertaining these views, it 
was (o be expected that our fathers, in fram- 
ing a Goverament for themselves, would take 


no wrorg 





3 ‘ trol; and the fact corresponds with this ex- 
Fi ; pectation. Of the three departments of our 
} ; Government the executive is by far the 
weakest. 

; The great predominant power of the Gov- 

: ernment is, as it should be, the legislative 
M4 . department. it possesses not only all the 
. powers which are legislative in character, but 
| the Senate participates with the President in 


exercising the executive power of making trea- 
ties. and appointing and removing all otficers 
of the except those whose ap- 
; pointment may be conferred by Congress upon 


Government, 


the courts of law and heads ot Departments. 


ar Congress, to the exclusion of the President, 
: possesses the kingly prerogative of declaring || 
s war and concluding peace, coining money, and || 
many other powers executive in character, and 
f which are the prerogatives of the king under | 
c the english constitution. And over and above || 
] all, more imporiant and comprehensive than || 
ear all. Congress may ** make all laws which shall 


be necessary and proper for carrying into exe- 
cution’’ “all powers vested by the Constitu- 
tion’’ in the Government of the United States, 
or ‘‘in anv department or officer thereof.’’ 

The judicial department possesses the power, 
uvknown in former Governments, to Seoees 
a legislative act void for incompatibility with 
the Constitution. And by the separation of 
the judges from the contamination of politics, 
and on consequence of their high character 
aud great influence, their life tenure, and from 
the habstual reverence of our people for the 
judgments of our judicialcourts, the power of 
that department is sufficiently assured. 

‘The President- 

1. Is Commander-in-Chief of the Army and 
Navy : 

2. He may receive embassadors and other || 
foreign miuisters, but cannot conclude treaties | 


with them ; 


Pom wo pte me 


| 
3. Ile has the pardoning power; | 
4. lle has a qualified veto power; | 

5. He has, concurrently with the Senate, | 
the appointing power; and 

6. le must take care that the laws be faith- | 
fully executed. 

These are the only important powers con- 
ferred upon the President. And it is not difii- 
cult to see that in a contest with Congress the 
Vresident is next to powerless. 

1. The command of the Army and Navy 

: amounts to nothing, for Congress may abolish 
and disband both in an hour. 

2. Keceiving embassadors and other for- 

eigu ministers, with whom he cannot conclude 


a ~> 








eee u treaties, is mere ce remony. 
a shes 3. I'he perdoning power touches only crim- || 

‘ } ; pH E inals and their relacives, 
-e u 4. The qualified veto power may always be || 
eet 34 overcome by Congress; and during the last || 
ii% ten years has been overcome in almost every || 

me he instence, 
os ; 6. In executing the laws the President is | 
Ops eB the mere agent of Congress, who make the | 
‘= é laws, } 

. si So that the appointing power, the patronage || 
ee of the Government, as it is cailed, is the only | 

BS det power of the presidential ollice which con- | 

} ee :S necis the President with the people; the only | 


staff he has to jean upon when assailed by the | 
cucroachments of the legislative department. ] 
lake this away, and the President is only the | 
high coustable of the Kepublic, and practically 1 


H 
ra 
Peal 
oir 
to 


cs 


care to keep executive power well under con- || 


Milwaukee. 

And yet, as I have already remarked, in 
framing the Constitution it was conceded on 
all hands to be indispensable that the execu- 


| tive department should be clothed with such 


powers as would enable it to withstand any 
attempted encroachment by the legislative de- 
partment. And it is apparent that the only 
important power vested in the executive de- 
partment is that which relates to the patronage 
of the Government. 


| 
| 


The Constitution provides that the Presi- | 


dent— 
**Shall nominate, and by and with the advice and 


consent of the Senate shall appoint, embassadors, | 


other public ministers, and consuls, judges of the 
Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United 
States, whose appointments are not herein otherwise 


provided tor, and which shall be established by law. | 


But the Congress may by law vest the appointment 
of such inferior officers as they think proper in the 
President alone, in the courts of law, or inthe heads 
of Departments.” 


Congress, by the act regulating the tenure 


of civil office. has already made it impossi- | 
ble for the President to remove any officer | 
appointed by and with the advice and consent | 


of the Senate without first obtaining the con- 
sent of the Senate to such removal. And Con- 
gress may to-morrow repeal all laws which 
vest powers of appointment in the President 


alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of | 


Departments, and thus bring every oflicer of 
the Government, from the highest to the low: 
est, within the operation of the civil office 
tenure act. I believe that act to be consti- 
tutional; but it must be confessed that it 
exhausts the constitutional power of Congress 
upon this subject, and touches the extreme 


verge of propriety, and in the opinion of many | 


good men far transcends the limits of both. 
This is the power, limited and regulated by 
Constitution and laws, which it is proposed 
further to regulate and hamper by what is 
styled ‘ civil service reform.’’ 

[ am aware that during the administration 
of General Jackson some of our ablest states- 
men expressed the fear that this power would 
give an undue preponderance to the execu- 
tive department; but the experience of our 
time has dispelled those fears. During the late 


| war, when the Government was compelled to 


maintain an army and navy of gigantic dimen- 
sions, the patronage of the Government in 
appointing officers and making contracts was 
swollen to its utmost limit, and the necessi- 
ties of the Government induced our people to 


| acquiesce in the exercise by the executive 


department of many powers unheard of be- 
fore, and which the people would never sub- 
mit to in times of peace. And yet so far from 
the President having by these circumstances 
acquired prestige and powers which rendered 
him dangerous to the people, or threatened 
the independence of the other departments 
of the Government, the world, within three 


| years after the termination of the war, saw the 


President arraigned as a culprit at the bar of 
the Senate. 

But let us return to examine, a little more 
in detail, the nature and extent of the appoint- 
ing power, as vested by the Constitution in the 
President. The sole power of nomination is 
vested in him. 


cannot propose a candidate of its own selec- 


tion, or in any way limit the field from which | 


the President is to nominate. The Constitu- 
tion imposes upon the President the responsi- 
bility, and confers upon him the influence and 
strength which result from the power to nom- 
inate. And any act of Congress or regulation 
of the executive department which has the 
practical effect to shelter the President from 
this responsibility or deprive him of this power 
is in violation of the spirit of the Constitution. 

The Constitution was intended to secure 
results, and any law or regulation which, in 
its practical operation, defeats uny end con- 
templated by the Constitution is unconstitu- 


. The Senate may, indeed, say | 
|| that the nominee shall not be appointed, but 
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tional. If authorities be needed to 
so plain a proposition, they may be 
the reasoning and judgment of the 
Court of the United States in the casos of 
Green vs. Biddle; (8 Wheaton, 1;) Bronson » 

me ; Ms 7 n bg, 

Kinzie, (1 How., 311;) MeCracken pg. Hes 
ward, (2 How., 608;) the passenger cases. /7 
How., 283. ) ' 

In the light of these general principles and 
of the constitutional provisions before quoted 
I come to consider this proposed scheme of 
civil service reform. 

_ Congress by the act of March 8, 1871, entj. 
tled ‘* An act making appropriation for sup 
civil expeuses of the Goverument,’ 
vided as follows: 

**That the President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to prescribe such rules and 
regulations for the admission of persons into the 
civil service of the United States as will best Pro- 
mote the efficiency thereof, and ascertain the itn egg 
of each candidate in respect to age, health, charac. 
ter, knowledge, and ability for the branch of seryigg 
into which he seeks to enter; and for this purpose thg 
President is authorized to employ suitable Persons 
to conduct said inquiries, to prescribe their duties 
and to establish regulations for the conduct of 


persons who may receive appointments in the civil 
service. ”’ 


k SUpNer 
found jg 
Supreme 


dry 
; &c., pro- 


This provision was ingrafted upon an appro- 
priation bill in one of the last nights of a pro. 
tracted session. Lepeated efforis had been 
made in the House of Representatives to make 
some provision upon this subject, but had 
received no favor in the House. And it ig 
safe to say that had the proposition Leen pre. 
sented by a separate bill it would not have 
received the support of twenty members of 
either House. And nothing can more enm- 
phatically illustrate the vice of including gen- 
eral legislation in an appropriation bill than 
this provision. By a legislative wisdom that 
is ‘inscrutable and past finding out’’ appro- 


| priation bills are generally reserved for thie last 


night of a session, and then are not unfre- 
quently loaded down by preposterous provis- 
ions, which only obtain the assent of the 
Houses for the reason that appropriation bills 
must pass or the Goverument must stand still, 
Under this provision the President appointed 
a hoard consisting of seven persons, who, alter 
due deliberation. have recommended to the 
President the following: 

“1, No person shall be admitted to any position in 
thecivilservice within the appointment of the Presi- 
dent or the heads of Departinents who is not a citi- 
zen of the United States; who shall not have fur- 
nished satisfactory evidence in regard to character, 
health, and age; and who shall not have passed a 
satisfactory examination in speaking, reading, and 
writing the English language. | 

“2. An advisory board of suitable persons to be 
employed by the President under the ninth section 
of the act of March 3, 1871, entitled ‘An act making 


| appropriations for sundry-civil expenses of the Gov- 


ernment for the fiscal year ending J une 30, 1872, and 
for other purposes,’ shall, so far as practicable, group 
the positions in each branch of the civil service 
according to the character of the duties to be per- 
formed, and shall grade each group from lowest to 
higbest for the purpose of promotion within tho 

roup. Admission to the civil service shall always 

e to the lowest grade of any group; and to such 
positions as cannot be grouped or graded, admission 
shall bedetermined as provided for the lowest grade. 

**3. A vacancy occurring in the lowest grade of 
any group of offices shall be filled, atter due 
publie notice, from all applicants who shall pre- 
sent themselves, and who shall have furni-hed the 
evidence and satisfied the preliminary examination 
already mentioned, and who shall have passed a 
public competitive examination to test knowledge, 
ability, and special qualifications for the perform- 
ance of the duties of the office. The board conduct- 
ing such competitive examination shal! prepare, 
under the supervision of the advisory board, a list 
of the names of the applicants in the order of their 
excellence, as proved by such examination, begin- 
ning with the highest; and shall then certify to the 
nomirfating or appointing power, as the case may 
be, the names standing at the head of such list. not 
exceeding three; and trom the names thus certified 
the appointment shall be wade. 

‘**4. A vacancy occurring in any grade of a group 
of offices above the lowest shall be filled by a cotu- 
petitive examination of applicants from the other 
grades of that group, and the list of names from 
which the appointwent is to be made shall be pre- 
pared and certified as provided in the preceding 
rule; but if no such applicants are found compe- 
tent, the appointinent shall be made upon an exam- 
ination of all applicants, conducted in accordance 
with the provisions for admission to the lowest grade. 

**5. Applicants certified as otherwise qualified for 


1872. 


——+>~— 


appoints 
cashiers 
masters. 
in post © 
suws oll 
the advil: 
potber 
not be a 
other on 
wR FC 
g20e ma) 
f appli 
ti ae 
Jepartu 
D ty T 
civil ser 
exc pul 
ind wil! 
masters 
forelgo. 
term of 
eapacil 
the end 
of thei! 
board ¢ 
in WHI 
term, t 
Ceo 
each di 
hoar¢ 
of the | 
prescr 
may ul 
sons a] 
tions 
Depar 
"0 
vice 1 
menta 
ot tue 
the be 
Dp siti 
went. 
"10 
point 
servic 
of ot! 
the a 
appo 
State 
ine ¢ 
be ik 
capi 
dina 
eer | 
asses 
the f 
upor 
shal 
"] 
men 
asi 
offic 


Dep 
Ass) 
Pos 
the 
Re 
mel 
the 
Cre 
tric 
em 
teu 
Go 
spe 
pel 
tio 
dis 


rej 
he 
Wl 


18 


th 
re! 
ex 
le 


co © 


— ~~ os luo oe hm 








y 18 


— 


SUpDort 
und ig 
Upreme 
SOs of 
1SON rg 
. Hay. 


aSC3, (7 


les, and 
quoted, 
ede of 


l, Cnti- 
Stindry 
sey pro- 


be, and 
tles and 
DLO the 
CSt pro. 
e fitness 
c JATAG. 
SCTVicg 
POse the 
Persons 
duties, 
uct of 
lie Civil 


appro- 
a pro- 
been 
) make 
it had 
d it is 
n pre: 
t have 
ers of 
e em- 
& gen- 
| than 
1 that 
appro- 
12 last 
unfre- 
rovis: 
f the 
1 bills 
] still, 
inted 
alter 
O the 


tionin 
Presi- 
a Citi- 
e@ fur- 
racter, 
ssed a 
g, and 


to be 
ection 
aking 
> (ov- 
2, and 
group 
ervice 
» per- 
est to 
n tho 
lways 
» such 
ission 
rrade, 
de of 
> due 
| pre- 
d the 
ation 
sed a 
edge, 
form- 
duct- 
pare, 
a list 
their 
egin- 
o the 
may 
fr. not 


tified 


‘roup 
cole 
other 
from 
pre- 
ding 
in pe- 
cume- 
ance 
rade, 


J for 


1872. 


tment as cashiers of collectors of customs, 

ers of Assistant Treasurers, cashiers of post- 
easnie s. superintendents of money-order divisions 
See offices, and such other custodians of large 
in POs money as may hereafter be designated by 
—_ ivisot y board, and for whose pecuniary fidelity 
(he “yer officer is responsibie, shall, nevertheless, 
sot be appointed except with the approval of such 
ner Postmasters whose annual salary is less than 
$200 may be appointed upon the written request 
f applicants, with such evidence of character and 
siness as shall be satisfactory to the head of the 
Dep irtment. 


appoin 


“7 The appointment of all penveee entering the | 
1 


jvil service 1n accordance with these regulations, 
exe: pting persons appointed by the President, by 
“nd with the advice and consent of the Senate, post- 
masters and persons appointed to any position ina 
foreign country, shall be made for a probationary 
term of six months, during which the conduct and 
capacity of such persons shall be tested; and if, at 
the end of said probationary term, satisfactory proofs 
of their fitness shall have been furnished by the 
board of examiners to the head of the Department 
in whieh they shall have been employed during said 
term, they shall be reappointed, P 

“g’ The President will designate three persons in 
each department of the public service to serve as a 
hoard of examiners, which, under the supervision 

f the advisory board, and under regulations to be 
prescribed by it, and at such times and places as it 
way determine, shall conduct personally, or by per- 
sons approved by the advisory board, all investiga- 
tions and examinations for admission into said 
Departments, or tor promotion therein. ; 

“9 Any person who, after long and faithful ser- 
vice in a Department, shall be incapacitated by 
wental or bodily infirmity for the efficient discharge 
of tue duties of his position, may be appointed by 
the bead of the Department, at his discretion, to a 
position of less responsibility in the same Depart- 
pent, 
me 10, Nothing in these rules shall prevent the ap- 
pointment of aliens to positions in the consular 
service, Which, by reason of small compensation or 
of other sufficient cause, are, in the jadgment of 
the appointing power, necessarily so filled; nor the 
appointment of such persons within the United 
States as are indispensable to a proper discharge of 
tho duties of certain positions, but who may not 
be familiar with the English language or legally 
capable of naturalization. 

"11. No head of a Department, nor any subor- 
dinate officer of the Government, shall as such offi- 
cer authorize, or permit, or assist in levying, any 
assessment of money for political purposes, under 
the form of voluntary contributions or otherwise, 
upon any person employed under bis control, nor 
shall any such person pay any money so assessed, 

‘12, The advisory board shall at any time recom- 
mend to the President such changes in these rules 
as it may consider necessary to secure the greater 
efficiency of the civil service. 

"13. From these rules are excepted the heads of 
Departments, Assistant Secretaries of Departments. 
Assistant Attorneys General, and First Assistant 
Postmaster General, Solicitor Goneral, Solicitor of 
the Treasury, Naval Solicitor, Solicitor of Internal 
Revenue, oxawiner of claims in the State Depart- 
ment, Treasurer of the United States, Register of 
the Treasury, First and Second Comptrollers of the 
Treasury, judges of the United States courts, dis- 
trict attorneys, private secretary of the President, 
ewbassadors and other public ministers, Superin- 
tendent of the Coast Survey, Director of the Mint, 
Governors cf Territories, Special Commissioners, 
special counsel, visiting and examining boards, 
persons appointed to positions without compensa- 
tion for services, dispatch agents, and bearers of 
dispatches.”’ 


The President communicates these rules and 
regulations to Congress in a message, in which 
he says, ** These rules have been adopted, and 
will go into effect on the Ist day of January, 
1872.’’ And the President adds: 


- If leftto me,without further congressional action, 
the rules prescribed by the commission, under the 
reservation already mentioned, will be faithfully 
executed; but they are not binding, without further 
legislation, upon wy successors. 

being desirous of bringing this subject to the at- 
tention of Congress betore the approaching recess, I 
have not time to sufficiently examine the accom- 
panying report to enable me to suggest definite 
legislative action to insure the support which may 
¢ necessary in order to give a thorough trial toa 
policy long needed. 
I ask for ali the strength which Congress can give 
me, to cnable me to carry out the reforms in the 


civil service recommended by the commissioners, | 


and adopted, to take effect, as before stated, on Jan- 
uary 1, 1872.” 

1. The first thing that occurs to the mind, 
on examining these rules and regulations, is 
that the most important officers of the Govern- 
ment, those mentioned in the thirteenth rule 
and regulation, are cxempted from their opera- 
ion. Ifthe competitive examination, which, 
in the opinion of the board, is a balm for ali 
governmental ills, should be applied to all sub- 
ordinate officers, and if a copying clerk in the 
lnterior Department, or the janitor of a public 
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| the United States, and furnish satisfactory evi- 


| and pass a satisfactory examination in speak- 


| eral, Solicitor of the Treasury, Naval Soli- 


| attorneys, private secretary of the Presideut, 
embassadors and other public ministers, Super- 
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relates to the most important part of the sys- 
tem, while of course he is wholly ignorant of 
| what such subsequent action may be. 

| But these are minor and trifling objec- 
|| tions, and relate to the bark of a tree which is 
itis difficult to perceive why ‘‘the heads of || unsound from top to bottom. The principal 
Departimenis, Assistant Secretaries of Depart- || objections to the system proposed by these 
ments, Assistant Attorneys General, and First || rules and regulations are twofold : 

Assistant Postmaster General, Solicitor Gen- || 


building in San Francisco, must be citizens of ] 
| 
dence in regard to character, health, and age, || 


ing, reading, and writing the English language, 


I, They violate the Constitution in this, that 
| they take from the President the discretion 
| which the Constitution vests in him, to select 
| from the whole body of the people, limiting 
of the United States, Register of the Treasury, || him to the three names or less reported by the 
First and Second Comptrollers of the Treasury, || examining board; thus transferring the nom- 
judges of the United States courts, district || inating power from the President to a board 


citor, Solicitor of Internal Revenue, examiuer 
of claims in the State Department, Treasurer 


unknown to the Constitution and laws ; and 
|| IL. They set up the standard of education 
intendent of the Coast Survey, Director of the || as prescribed in the schools, and thus preclude 
Mint, Governors of Territories’’ should not be || from public office every man who has not re 
required to pass through this trying ordeal and || ceived the benefit of a liberal education; thus 
meet these difficult tests. A copying-clerk in || creating, too, a governmental class to be com- 
the State Department must be a citizen of the | posed of the sons of the rich, to the exclusion 
United States; the head of that Department || of the sons ef the poor, in violation of the 
| need not be. A light-house keeper on the |} most essential principle of republican institu- 
| shores of Lake Michigan must be able to write || tions. 
and read the English language ;. the Attorney |! 
| General of the United States is not required || the order in which I have stated them. 
to do either. || I. The regulations, in their practical effect, 
2. These rules and the message illustrate || are unconstitutional. In relation to the power, 
| thetruth of the Scripture: ‘* Behold, how great || duty, and discretion of the President, as pre- 
| a matter a little fire kindleth!”’ | scribed by the Constitution in making appoint- 
The President was authorized to employ || ments, I cannot do better than refer to an 
suitable persons to conduct inquiriesto ascer- || opinion of Attorney General Akerman, deliv- 
tain the fitness ‘‘ of each candidate in respect || ered upon this very subject, August 31, 1871, 
to age, health, character, knowledge, and abil- || in which he states the constitutional princi- 
ity for the branch of service into which he || ples applicable to appointments by the Presi- 
seeks to enter;’’ and out of this we obtain, by || dent, by and with the advice and consent of 
the rules and regulations adopted by the Pres- || the Senate, with great clearness and force. 
ident, au advisory board without limit as to || He says: 
| number of its members, with unlimited powers || 
| and undefined jurisdiction, and as many sub- 
boards as there are departments of public 

| service, to conduct competitive examinations, 
(see rule eight, ) besides the appoiniment of an 
unlimited number of persons by these respec- 

| tive examining boards, to be approved by the 
advisory board, who are to wander over the | 

| Union and conduct ‘all investigations and 
exawinations for admission into said depart- 
ments, or for promotion therein.”’ 

Thus hundreds, and it may be thousands, 
| of new oflices are created, for which Congress 
| must provide the requisite compensation. 
These new offices are not created by an act of 
| Congress, but are created by the message of 

the President adopting these rules and regula- 
| tions. 
By the ninth rule and regulation it is pro- 


vided that— 


| 


I shall briefly consider these objections in 





‘Tf to appoint is merely todo a formal act, that is, 
merely to authenticate a selection not made by the 
| appointing power, then there is no constitutional 
| objection to the designation of oflicers by a competi- 
| tive examination, or auy other mode of selection 

which Congress may prescribe or authorize. Butif 

appointment implies an exercise of judgment and 
will, the officer must be selected according to the 
judgment and will of the person or body in whom 
the appointing power is vested by the Constitution ; 
|} anda mode ot selection which gives no room for the 
exercise of that judgment and will is inadmissible. 

It the President in appointing a marshal, if the 
| Senate in appointing its Secretary, if a court or head 

of Department in appointing a clerk, must take the 
individual whom a civil service board adjudge to 
have proved himself the fittest by the test of a com- 
petitive examination, the will and judgment which 
determine that appointment are not the will and 
judgment ot the President, of the Senate, of the court, 
or of tne head of Department, but are the will and 
judgment of the civil service board, and that board 
is virtually the appointing power. 

‘Viewing the appointing power conferred in the 
Constitution as asubstsotial, and not merely a vom- 
inal junetion, Leannot but believe that the judgment 

| and will of the constitutional depositary of that 
power should be exercised in every appointment, 

‘The power was lodged where itis becausethe makers 

of the Constitution, after careful consideration, 

thought that in no other depositaries of it could tho 
judgment and the willto muke proper appointments 
so certainly befound. They assigned it to !unction- 
| aries who were expected to have an adequate knowl- 
edge of men and of affairs, to have capacity for 
public business, and to feel responsible to conscience 
and to the opinion of good citizens. As a further 
| security, they plucedtho power in the bands of those 
who would havea particularinterest in using it well. 

If a legislative body is ill-ollicered, the members 

cannot do their work with ease or advantage; there- 

fores each branch of Congress chooses its otheers. 

Without eflicient servitors, a court of law is impo- 

tent; therctore, Congress may vest appointments in 
| eourts. ‘The first need of the head of a Department 

is a body of capable and trusty assistants; theretore 

Congress way vest uppointments in the heads of 
| Departments. In all cases not thus provided for the 

appointment is with the President, whose success in 

his weighty charge essentially depends on the com- 
| petency of the appointees. Thus the reasons for the 

constitutional provision all forbid that any judgment 
| and will but those of the constitutional appointing 
| power should bave legal operation in the matter of 
| the appointment. 

Tho most important civil appointments are mado 

' by the President, with the advice and consent of the 
| Senate. Uf Congress can compei the President to 
|| nominate a person selected by others, it can compel 

. a | the Senate to advise and consent to that nomina- 
I understand from the message of the Pres- || tion. If the foremost man in the competitive test 
ident that he has not only adopted the action || is entitled to the oflice, that test must be conciusiva 
of the board, so far as expressed, but that he || pon all whose action is required to place ae 

; 1 a . |} the office; and, in fact, the action of all of them is 
adopts whatever may be the subsequent action || merely formal, except that of the judges in the test. 
of the board in this bebalf, though such action |) But advice aud consent imply an exercise of judg- 


‘*Any person who, after long and faithful service 
in a Department, shall be incapacitated by meutal 
| or bodily infirmity for the efficient discharge of the 
| duties of his position, may be appointed by the head 
| of the Department, at his diserction, to a position 
of less responsibility in the same Department.”’ 

By the first rule it is provided that— 


‘**No person shall be admitted to any position in 
the civil service, &c., who shall not have furnished 
satisfactory evidence in regard to health, age,’”’ &c. 

Now, how ‘‘ any person who, after long and 
faithful service in a Department, shall be inca- 
| pacitated by extreme age and mental or bodily 
infirmity, for the efficient discharge of the 
| duties of his position,’’ is to furnish the satis- 
factory evidence of age and health required 
by the first rule for admission ‘‘ to any position 
in the civil service,’’ is a problem which ought 
to be sent back to the advisory board. 

8. It is provided by the second rule that the 
| advisory board shall hereafter ‘‘ so far as practi- 
cable group the positions in each branch of 
the public service according to the character 
of the duties to be performed, and shall grade 
each group from lowest to highest, for the pur- 
pose of promotion within the group.”’ 
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ment and will; so does nomination; so does appoint- || ident alone, in the courts of law, or heads of 


ment. There is this difference: that the judgment 
and will of the Senate ean regard only the person 
proposed by the President, while there is no similar 
constitational limitation upon his judgment and 
will. But there is no right in Congress to constrain 
either to adopt the judgment and the will of others. 
Such eonstraint frustrates the constitutional design 
that the judgment of the Senate shall revise the 
judgment of the President, and that the judgment 

t both sball concur in filling the office. 

“Although it might not be though’ expedient to 
apply the competitive test, if established, to appoint- 
ments in which the Senate must concur, it should 
be remembered that there is as much constitutional 
right to do so #8 in the case of appointments of the 
When the appointment of an inferior 

flicer is vested inthe President alone, his individual 
act accomplishes what is done by himself and the 
Senate together in the appointment of a superior 
officer, and should be as independently performed as 
each partof the compound processin the latter case. 

(he appointing power may avail itsclf of the 
judgment of others as one means of information, 

‘or wantof personal knowledge of candidates, it has 
habitually done so from the foundation of the Gov- 
erpment. But this bas been done in its discretion. 
I see no constitutional objection to an examining 
board, rendering no imperative jadgments, but only 
aiding the appointing power with information. A 
legal obligation to follow the judgmont of sucha 
board is inconsistent with the constitutional inde- 
pendence of the appointing power.”’ 


other class, 


And, again, he says: 


‘*‘Tt more concerns us to ascertain what is the con- | 


stitutional rule than to learn whether that rule has 
always been observed, Nineteen violations of the 
Constitution do not justify atwentieth. The present 
question, in its essence, is, whether the appointing 
power belongs to Congress, or to those named in the 
Constitution as the depositaries of that power; for 
if Congress can ordain that an office shall be filled by 
the person whom the examiners pronounce the 


fittest, itcan ordain that the office shall be filled by 


the person whom Congress judges the fittest, and 
may directly appointitstavorite. Theconstitutional 
aspect of the maticr is not changed by the suggestion 
that Congress might prescribe the principles on 


which the examiners should judge; for it might | 


prescribe the principles on which itself should judge, 
and wight vary and apply them at pleasure. The 
objections would not be removed by interposing the 


formal action of theconstitutional appointing power. | 
An enactment that the President shall appoint toa | 
certain office the person adjudged by the examiners | 
to be the fittest is not different in constitutional | 


principle from an enactment that he shall appoint 


John Doe to that office. In neither case are his | 


judgment and will called into exercise. The ap- 
pointiment is effected in one case by the judgment 
and will of the examiners, under authority from 


Congress, and in the other case by the judgment and | 


will of Congress. In the cases particularly pro- 
pcunded by the commission, il the! 

ized by an act of Congress, should prescribe that the 
courts and heads otf 
appoint the persons named by a civil service board, 


that board would virtually be the appointing power, | 


and that act of Congress would be the foundation 
of its authority. That Congress cannot give such 
authority Il think is manifest. 

“It has been suggested thet the appointments now 
vested in the courts, and in the heads of Depart- 
mevts, could be transferred by Congress to the Presi- 
dent, and that he could appoint according to the 
result of acompetitive test, certified by an examin- 
ing board. ‘To this mode of selection, if discretion- 


ary with the President, there is no constitutional | 
objection, and the same mode, under a similar con- | 
dition, could be used by the various appointing | 


powers under present laws; it being always under- 
stood that the appointing power resorts to this test 
as away of finding out the fittest person for the 
vacant office, and is not bound to abide by it if 
satisfied that the appointment of another would best 
serve the public interests. 


to inform the conscience of the appointing power, 
but cannot be made legally conclusive upon that 
power against its own judgment and will.’”’ 


In a subsequent portion of this opinion the 
Attorney General attempts to draw a distine- 


the President, by and with the advice and con- 


sent of the Senate, and the appointing power | 


which may by law be vested in the courts of 
law and heads of Departments, and holds that 


the President may in those cases, under an | 


act of Congress, ‘' restrict appointments to a 
class of persons whose qualitication or fitness 
shail have been determined by an examina- 
tion instituted independent of the appointing | 
power.”’ 

This distinction, in my opinion, cannot be 
maintained. The Constitution provides that 


tion between the appointing power vested in | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


the appointment of all officers shall be made || must follow that the three persons who shall | 


upon the nomination of the President, by and 


with the advice aod consent of the Senate; || 


but provides that Congress may by law vest | 
the appointment of certain officers in the Pres- 


| vested, it is as absolute in the new depositary | 


*resident, author- | 


Departments should always | 


: In short, the test of a | 
competitive examination may be resorted toin order | 
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Departments. All that Congress can do under 
this clause of the Constitution is to transfer 
the appointing power from the President and | 


Senate to the President alone, the courts of | 


law, or heads of Departments. But when the | 
appointing power has been thus changed and | 


as it was in the old; and Congress, by pre- | 


scribing qualifications for the office, can no | 
more restrict the sppointing power in the latter 
case than in the former. 

| Congress may, indeed, prescribe reasonable | 


qualifications, but the appointing power must 
| be left free to select from the whole body of 


| qualifications, and to enact or prescribe that 
the appointing power shall only select one out 
of three persons who have been determined 
in a certain way or by a certain body to pos- 
sess these qualifications, to the exclusion of a 
| million citizens who possess them in an equal 





the power of appointment. What Congress 
may do indirectly, and through the agency of 
a board constituted under its authority, it may 
do directly by the passage of alaw. If Con- 
gress may provide that the appointing power 
shall be restricted to three persons, to be 
selected in any manner by any board, it may 
equally name three persons from whom the 
choice shall be made; for in one case, as 
much as in the other, the appointing power is 
forbidden to select persons possessing legal 
qualifications from the whole body of the 


the people those who possess the prescribed | 


| degree, is an unconstitutional restriction of | 





| people. 

An act of Congress which should provide 
that the President should appoint the collector 
of the port of New York from among three 
persons named in the act would be glaringly 
unconstitutional. 
defender in this Chamber. If such an act 
would be unconstitutional, an act would be 
equally so which should provide that a com- 





mission should be appointed who might select | 
|| three names out of which the President should | 
| appoint a collector for the port of New York. 
‘The only principle which can be vindicated is | 
this: that while Congress may prescribe quali- | 
|| fications for an office, Congress cannot, upon | 
the pretense of pire qualifications, des- | 


ignate, or provide for the designation of, three 


persons from among whom a certain appoint- | 


ment shall be made. 


constitutionality. 

It would be no better if the act provided 
that the Senate should selectthree names from 
which the oF Semen should be made. Such 
an act would, 


the President to the Senate. 


authority of Congress, dependent for its exist- 
ence and compensation upon the will of Con- | 
gress; because, in either case, the power of 
the President to select from the whole body | 
of the people any person possessing the pre- 
scribed qualifications would be taken from | 
the President. Inthe instance supposed—the 
collectorship ef New York—afier advertise- | 
ment made for candidates, suppose forty to 
apply and submit to examination, and that all | 
present satisfactory evidence of citizenship, 

age, health, and character, and that all can | 
read and write the English language; then, 
of course, all go upon an equal footing before 
the examining board. Now, if a competitive | 


Such an act would find no | 


An act of Congress | 
whieh should provide that no man should be | 
appointed to any civil office who should not | 
be recommended to him by the Judiciary | 
Committee of the Senate, or by a vote of the | 
whole Senate, would find no one to assert its | 


on all hands, be admitted to | 
practically transfer the nominating power from | 
Nor is it less | 
liable to objection that this power is vested in | 
a board of ten men, to be appointed under | 








examination 1s to have any influence at all, it | 


correctly answer most questions must be cer- | 
tified, and one of the three must be appointed. | 
And now suppose the President to know that | 


neither of the three persons certified, and that 





January 18, 
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neither of the forty persons applying, 
be appointed ; and that he knows a thousand 
persons in the city of New York who would 
not apply for the office, nor submit to the sin 
able humiliation of being rejected in an exam. 
ination in which their competitors were school. 
boys, by a board no one of which was as com. 
petent as themselves to discharge the duties 
of this office, yet who would accept the a : 
pointment if offered to them; still the Prem. 
dent is compelled to select from the three per- 
sons known to be unfit, to the exclusion of the 
thousand persons known to him to be fitted fo; 

the office. In such acase no man can maintain 

that the President is free to perform or can 

perform the duty imposed upon him by the 

Constitution. : 

I am aware it may be said that the President 
in a particular case may disregard the recom. 
mendation of the board and appoint the proper 
person. Of course he may. But then what 
becomes of civil service retorm? If he may 
do it in one case, he may do it inall. And, 
moreover, the President, in this message, has 
pledged his honor not to exercise his judgment, 
but, in such a case as I have supposed, that 
he will appoint one of the least objectionable 
of the three persons, all of whom he knows to 
be unfit for the office. 

The case supposed is not an improbable 
one. Let the President advertise for candi- 
dates for the collectorship of New York, 
Does any one suppose that A. I’, Stewart, 
Henry G. Stebbins, Marshall O. Roberts, 
George Opdyke, and men of that class, would 
make application, and come to Washington to 
be examined in a class of ten or ten thousand, 
as the case might be? No, sir; they would 
laugh at such a proposition. The applicants 
in such case would be adventurers, men of no 
condition and no importance. And yet from 
this ‘‘scum of a long peace’’ the examining 
board must select three, and of the three the 
President must select one. 

The principle I contend for is virtually ad- 
mitted in the report itself. Speaking of the 
influence of Senators over the judgment of the 
Senate in confirming appointments, the report 
says: 

“The Senate will, indeed, naturally and properly 
inform itself in regard to particular candidates by 
the knowledge of Senators who may be supposed to 
know something of them. But when it governs its 
ewn action merely by the will of such Senators it 
makes them virtually the appointing power, and so 
destroys one of the fundamental safeguards of the 
Constitution.’’ 

It is thus admitted that one of the funda- 
mental safeguards of the Constitution would 
be destroyed by disturbing the equilibrium of 
the appointing power as between the Presi- 
dent and Senate, in whom it is vested by the 
Constitution. But it does not seem to bave 
occurred to the author of this report that to 
transfer it altogether from both President and 
Senate toa board unknown to the Constitution 
could be subject to the slightest constitutional 
objection. 

The scheme proposed may be “‘ civil service 
reform.’’ It may, I think will, defeat any 
party that adopts it. It may, I think will, 
arouse the indignation and move the contempt 
and derision of the people. It may be any- 
thing you choose to style it, except a con- 
stitutional method of appointment. This it 
clearly is not. And at the threshold of this 
absurd experiment I enter my constitutional 
protest. 

II. But ifthe constitutionality of these rules 
and regulations could be maintained, still I 
believe that their results would be pernicious, 
and that they rest upon a philosophy altogether 
anti-republican. 

I shall examine these rules and regulations 
less in detail than I otherwise should, from 
what I understand, from unofficial sources, to 
be the fact, that all proceedings under this new 
system have been, and are to remain sus 
pended until the board shall devise a new sys 
tem of rules and regulations, it being obvivvs 
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. those already framed are incapable of 
tical application. And I shall more par- 
larly notice the doctrines of the report 
ie by the board, which must be assumed to 
ab dy the general principles which the board 
‘tend, by a revision of rules and regulations, 
a wry into operation. If the principles of 
che report are unsound, the new rules and 
sanlations Will be objectionable just in pro- 
vation as they shall be aptly contrived to 
on ite the d yetrine of the report. : 
The fundamental philosophy of the report is 
that the civil offices of the Government should 
be held during good behavior; and this, in my 

nion, is a radical error. The report, page 
@ commends, as ‘‘ wisest and most reason- 
able,” the policy of removal only for cause. 
And on page 5 the committee contrast the civil 
<ervice uniavorably with the military and naval 
services, and add: 


tha 


prac 


el 
to ¢ 


reg 


| 
1] 
| 
| 


“There are modest, honest, and able citizens | 


enough who would gladly serve the country fora 
moderate and permanent salary,”’ &c. 
This leading idea of the report is altogether 
anti-republican and unconstitutional. ‘Ihis 
subject was much discussed when the Consti- 
tution was adopted. ‘hose who favored a 
strong Governmeut, and were most disposed 
to build upon the mode! of the British mon- 
archy, desired a more permanent tenure of 
civil office; but their views found little en- 
couragement, and it was finally determined 
that none but the judges should hold by such 
tenure. ‘his exception in the case of the 
iudges was made for the reason that it was 
believed that they ought to be independent of 
popular control and placed beyond popular 
reach. ‘This exception rests upon @ reason- 
able foundation. Whether A or B is entitled 
to a particular estate depends upon legal prin- 
ciples, and ought not to be affected by a pop- 
ular sentiment upon the subject. And unless 
the Constitution in regard to the judicial de- 
partment rests upon an erroneous theory, it 
must follow that justin proportion as you make 
the other officers permanent incumbents you 
remove the Government from the reach and 
control of the people. Every rule and reg- 
ulation devised by this board looks to the 
accomplishment of this end, and tends to carry 
into effect a principle which was purposely 
and carefully excluded from the Constitution, 
and has always been condemned by the Amer- 
ican people. 

Another leading idea of the report is that 
party is the bane of republican government ; 
that to labor to secure the ascendency of a 
party ought to fix upon a man a brand that 
should exclude him from public office. And 
the design of this system is to place all the 
officers within its operation beyond the reach 
of the people, and to remove from them all 
anxiety in regard to the triumph or overthrow 
of any political party. The Army and Navy 
are officered upon this principle because their 
duties require scientific knowledge and long 
experience fortheir proper performance. For 
this reason the Government furnishes educa- 
Uon to a sufficient number of persons to officer 
these branches of the public service. 

But with civil officers the case is wholly 
different. In the frequent changes which take 
place in the heads ot Departments and in all 
subordinate offices no great public inconven- 
lences have been experienced. ‘The duties 
of civil officers are regulated by law; what 
they may do, and what they may not do, pre- 
scribed by law ; and any intelligent man may 
shortly acquaint himself with the duties of any 
civil office. But the law cannot prescribe how 
a ship should be managed in a storm ; how an 
army should be handled in face of an opposing 
force; how a fort can be carried by assault, or 
a fortified place reduced by siege. The ne- 
cessities of the case have induced an excep- 
tion in this particular from the republican 
theory that a government for the people must 
be a government by the people, a government 
whose officors may be compelled to execute 


| 








popular reach. 

In every country where free institutions pre- 
vail, there will be division of sentiment among 
the people in regard to all important matters 
of governmental administration. This is our 
case to-day. Here is the great Republican 
party, which has crushed such a rebellion as 
the world never saw before; has emancipated 
four million slaves; has made all men, black 
and white, equal before the law; has reduced 
to practice and embodied in effective legisla- 
tion all the doctrines of the Declaration of 
Independence. And here is the Democratic 
party, which has opposed usin all these meas- 
ures, and opposes us to-day in carrying into 
detailed operation all these great, assured re- 
forms. ‘l'bis report proceeds upon the theory 
that the great body of the civil officers of the 
Government ought to be entirely neutral be- 
tween these parties, and altogether indifferent 
as to the success or failure of these beneficent 
reforms, ‘The correctness of this principle, 
which is one of the corner-stones of this report, 
deserves careful consideration. 

When the New York code was adopted 


| everybody felt theimportance of putting it into 


the hands of its friends to be amended and 
perfected. When a committee is raised to 
consider a measure in any legislative body, 


the parliamentary rule is that the committee || 
shall be controlled by those who favor the | 


measure. A railroad company which determ- 
ines upon @ certain course of action will put 
its execution into the hands of those who favor 
it. And so illustration may be found in all 


departments of public enterprise and private 
| business. 


Now, upon what principle is it that when 


|a@ vast majority of people have determined 
| upon acertain line of governmental policy, 
it is deworalizing, corrupting, or wicked for | 


them to intrust its execution to the hands of 
itsfriends? When the Republican party came 


into power in 1861, and girded its loins to 


suppress a rebellion which was fast assuming 
the pronortions of flagrant war, it found every 
department full of officers sympathizing with 
the South, and bitterly prejudiced against the 
tepublican party, its men and its principles, 


Now, sir, if the doctrines of this report are || 


sound, the Republican party committed a 
great crime in turning these men out and put- 
ting its own friends into office. The old offi 
cers performed the routine of official duty well 
enough; they were all citizens of the United 


| States, and could read, write, and cipher; 
|} and yet there is not a sound Republican in | 
| the United States who does not believe that the 

| course pursued was indispensable to sustain | 


the Government and put down the rebellion. 


Consider for a moment the duty we have | 


been performing in reconstructing the rebel 
States, and the duty that remains of executing 


the laws of Congress for the protection of the | 


freedmen of the South against a dominant popu- 


lation in those yet unsettled communities. We || 


are about to pass, upon the President's recom- 


mendation, a general amnesty bill, which, with | 


trifling exceptions, will restore the people of 
those States to full political privileges. | shall 
vote for such a bill myself, provided it con- 
tains sufficient provisions to protect the colored 


people of the South, and otherwise [ shall vote | 


against it. 

If, in addition to this, the principles of this 
report are to be faithfully executed in dispen- 
sing the patronage of the Federal Govern- 


| ment in those States; if the district attor- 


neys, marshals, and all other Federal officers 
therein, are to be selected upon the princi- 
ples of this great ‘‘ civil service reform ; 


. ‘ j 
if Republicans are not to be preferred over || you 


Democrats in filling these places; if a person 
who opposes the policy of the Government 1s 
to be appointed instead of one who supports 
it, provided he can pass a better examination 





1) 


'the public will by being constantly within ll acts of Congress will be faithfully executed, 


|| and that the rights of four or five million people 
|| in those States will be protected against over- 
whelming numbers determined to trample 
them under foot?) And yet under this reform 
a Democratic district ettorney in North Caro- 
lina is very likely to be appointed to prosecute 
the members of his own party for acts of 
Ku Klux violence upon his and their political 
Opponents. 


1] his report is remarkable in another respect. 

| It scorns facts and revels in theories. The 
author of the report develops a theory from 

the hidden chambers of his mysterious wisdom, 

and without the citation of a single instance, 

declares that the present system of civil ser- 
vice tends to demoratize everything and cor- 
rupt everybody; that it has been in operation 
| long enough to bear its legitimate fruits; and 
therefore concludes, with the dogmatism of a 
pedagogue, that everything and everybody is 
demoralized and corrupt. He arraigns and 
condemns every officer in the Government, 
from the President to the lowest subordinate. 
He divides Congressmen into two classes, 
knaves and fools. ‘The first reeommend im- 
proper persons, from selfish and corrupt mo- 
tives; the second are **wheedied”’ into doing 
i| the same thing. lle Says: 


** The business of the nation, the legislation of Con- 
gress, the duties of the Departments, are all subor- 
dinated to the distribution of what are well called 
‘the spoils.” No one escapes. President, Secreta- 
ries, Senators, Representatives, are pertinaciously 
dogged and besought on the one band to appoint.on 
the other to retain subordinates. The great officers 
of the Government are constrained to become mere 
office-brokers. Meantime they may have their own 
hopes, ambitions, and designs. ‘They may strive to 
i} make their patronage secure their private aima, 
|} The spectacle is as familiar as it is painful and 
|| humiliating. We accusenoindividual. Weappeal 

only to universal and deplorab'e experience. 

** The evil results of the practice may be seen, first, 

i} in its perversion of the nature of the election itself. 
Ina free country an election is intended to be, and 
{| of right should be, the choice of differing policies of 
|| adiministration by the people at the polls, It is prop- 
| erly the judgment of the popular intelligence upon 
\| the case which has been submitted to it during the 
| canvass by the ablest and most eloquent advocates, 

But the evil system under which the country suffers 
}} tends to change the election from a choice of poli- 
\| cies into a contest for personal advantage. It is 
|| becoming a desperate conflict to ob’ ain all the offices 

with all their lawful salaries and all their unlawfu 
\| chances. The consequences are unavoidabie. The 
moral tone of the country is debased. The rational 
'| character deteriorates. No country or government 
| can safely tolerate suc ha surely increasing demoral- 
ization. 


| Now, sir, if all this is true, it only proves 
| that Republicans are of too easy virtue to 
i} resist temptation, that they have forfeited 
|| public contidence, and oughtto be driven from 
pow er. 
i} In another part of the report it is asserted, 
in substance, that the head of a Department, 
the Postmaster General for instance, can come 


support any measure, no matter how wicked 


| 
| 
: : 
|} upon the floor of the Senate and bribe us to 
|] 4 
|| Or corrupt. 

i 

| 

i 


And again he says: 


‘But when the application is urged upon the ex- 
ecutive departwent by a meinber of the legislative 
|| branch of the Government, the mischief becomes 
|| intolerable. Itis often by the power of patronage 
i that a Representative is chiefly known to what are 
1} called the active politicians among his constituents, 
|| He is held to be their agent and broker of offices. 
|| ‘Lhey have done his work and he must do theirs, and 
|| his position often depends upon his fulfillment of 
|| his pledges. When, therefore, he applies to the ap- 
pointing power, there is a kind of urgency which it 
|| is bardtoresist. Itisnotafavor only that he asks; it 
isthe means of fulfiiling a bargain. The appoint- 
ing power is subjected to threats and the blandish- 
ment of personal solicitation. And these are inces 
sant and urgent, not in the degree of the fitness of 
the candidates, but in that of the interest of those 
who urge bim,’’ 


Now, Mr. President, from your experience 
in public affairs | ask you, and I appeal to 
tepublican Senators around me to say, 

whether the last quoted paragraph is the state- 

ment of a shameful fact, or a base and malig- 
nant libel upon the members of the Kepub- 
| liean party. How many of you, Senators, have 


upon irrelevant and non-essential subjects, is || terrified the President with threats, or se- 
any man sanguine enough to believe that the || duced him with blandishments? You can 
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answer for yourselves, and your support of a 
system based upon such pretended facts the 
people will be authorized to regard as a cog- 
novit on your part. lor myself, 1 repel the 
charge, and brand it as a calumny. And I 
uuderstand from the lips of one who ought to 
know, that but two persons during the present 
Administration have demanded, ir terms which 
could be called insolent or even disrespectful, 
the appoiatment of any person to office; that 
in those cases the persons making such de- 
wand stood high in the legislative department 
of the Government; thatthey were demanding 
the appointment of relatives; that the Presi- 
dent, knowing the unfitness of the candidates, 
refused to appoint either of them; and that 
both those men are to-day head lights, cham- 
pions, apostles of *‘ civil service retorm.”’ 

The piquant, witty, and pious Senator from 
Nebraska on wy right [Mr. Tipton] resolved 
himself the other day into a class-meeting 
or love-feast, aud confessed that when he was 
elected Senator he turned everybody out of 
office to put his fiiends in, and that when his 
colleague was elected he permitted his friends 
to be tarned out to make room for the friends 
of his colleague. As I understood his speech, 
be seemed tothink that this was a great wrong, 
aud his conclusion was that some great ** civil 
service reform’’ was necessary to prevent a 
repetition of this impropriety. [ might admit 
his premise, but I dissent from his conclusion. 
It this **turning and overturning’’ was agree- 
able to the people of Nebraska, then no wrong 
has been done; if not, the remedy is with the 
people of Nebraska, 


But if it were to be admitted that all this 


corruption exists, who knows that the proposed 
system would better results? ‘The 
tueory of the report is that in the absence of 
personal knowledge of the candidate, the Presi- 


secure 


dent 1s compelled to rely for information upon | 


Senators and Representatives in Congress, 


and that this has hopelessly corrupted all par- | 


ties concerned. ‘These gentlemen, members 
of the two Llouses of Cougress, number over 
three hundred. ‘The House is changed every 
two years, the Senate every six years. 
doctrine of this report shall be adopted this 
board of seven or ten men will be perpetual ; 
they will hold their office during good behavior. 

Now, if during the short term of service in 
Congress the whole body of three hundred 
men are certain to be corrupted by advising 
the President whom to appoint, what assur- 


ance have we that the integrity of these ten | 


men may not be undermined in the course of 
four or five hurdred years? Upon general 
principles it might be supposed that ten men, 
totally independent of the people, might be as 
easily corrupted as three hundred men, two 
thirds of whom have to face their constituents 
biennially, and the other third every six years. 

I do not question the integrity of any mem- 
ber of this board Curtis, Cattell, Medill, 
Walker, Elliott, Blackfan, and Cox; good 
men all, undoubtedly. But will any one main- 
tain thateiither of them has more virtue than the 
present President of the United States? For 
Mr. Cattell, the only member of the board well 
known tome personally, | cherish the warmest 
friendship, and entertain the highest respect. 
But upon the theory of the report which he 
concurs in and has signed, having served in 
the Senate, he is utterly demoralized and cor- 
rupt, and ought not to serve in any official 
capacity. But, seriously, has Mr. Cattell any 
more integrity on a board than in the Senate ? 
Mr. Medill, of Illinois, is the only other mem- 
ber of the board with whom I have any ac- 
quaintance. I believe him to be a man of 
intelligence, integrity, and honor. But can 
he, in these respects, claim superiority over 
the Senators from that State, [Mr. TrumpuLn 


and Mr. Locan?] i] 


Ifthe | 





pointments in any State are not satisfactory to 
the people, the people can and will deal with 
members and Senators. 
to a popular election of Federal officers for the 
State. Before the war, which opened the eyes 


of the blind upon many subjects, I would have | 


voted for an amendment of the Constitution 
making postmasters, district attorneys, mar- 
shals, and other local officers elective by the 
people of the localities. Now I would not. 
The Government of the United States is a 
Government not merely touching the people, 
but presiding over States sovereign in domestic 
affairs. The Government of the United States 
is a band encircling and holding together 
thirty-seven such States. Its powers should 
correspond to its situation. How long would 
it be before the people of Charleston, South 
Carolina, would elect aloyal postmaster? How 
long before the people of North Carolina 
would elect a loyal district attorney ? 

This report dwells much upon the necessity 
of proved qualification to hold office. What 
is the most satisfactory proof of a man’s quali- 
fication to discharge the duties of a particular 
office? The report says a competitive exam- 
ination. Take the case of the collectorship 
of New York, and suppose A, T. Stewart to 
be a candidate, opposed by a graduate fresh 
from Yale. Now, I ask which would be the 


most satisfactory proof of the fitness of the | 


candidates, the practical results achieved by 


_ Stewart in a long life, during which, in the open 


view of a great nation, he has established and 
successlully conducted the most stupendous 


_ importing business known to the country, or 


the certificate based upon a three hours’ exam- 
ination of the two candidates, in which the 
graduate of Yale would be almost certain to 
have the better of him? 

I know the report attempts to resist the in- 
evitable conclusion that the result of a com- 
petitive examination is not to depend upon 
proficiency in the higher branches of academ- 
ical learning. But let us see. Suppose adver- 
tisements made for candidates for the New 
York collectorship, and a thousand men offer 
themselves for examination, all furnishing sat- 
isfactory proof of citizenship, age, health, 


, character, and ability to read and write the 


Iinglish language. And suppose that out of 
this thousand one hundred exhibit all the qual- 
ifications for the office that could be demanded. 
Out of this hundred the board must select 
three, and if the examination has failed to 


| reduce the number of successful candidates 


below one hundred, then the board must either 


arbitrarily select three men (which comes back | 


to all that is complained of in the present sys- 
tem) or they must effect an elimination of can- 
didates by carrying the examination beyond 
what is necessary to demonstrate fitness into 
recondite science and the higher branches of a 
collegiate course. This is substantially admit- 


| ted by the report, which, on page 9, says: 


“OF two good accountants, the one who has the 
most general knowledges certainly preferable; and 
a country which declares that, where technical skill 
is equal, it will se ect the candidate for its service 
who is the better educated, is a country which di- 


| rectly and practically encourages intelligence and 


morality.” 


So, sir, it comes to this at last, that if the 
matter be contested, the dunce who has been 
crammed up to a diploma at Yale, and comes 
fresh from his cramming, will be preferred in 
all civil appointments to the ablest, most suc- 
cessful, and most upright business man of the 
country, who either did not enjoy the benefit 
of early education, or from whose mind, long 
eugrossed in practical pursuits, the details and 
niceties of academic knowledge have faded 
away as the headlands disappear when the 
mariner bids his native land good night. 

Let it not be supposed, sir, that Iam under- 
valuing the advantages of education ; I am not. 


But again, it is well understood that the || Indeed, sir, those who have struggled through 


Senators and Representatives from a State are 
more or less responsible for Federal appoint- 
ments in their State. And if the Iederal ap- | 





life, lacking the advantages of education, are 
more alive to its importance and more anxious 
to bestow it upon their children than those 


This is the next thing | 
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who enjoyed in early life such ady 
the utmost. I belong to that unfortunate Class 
I know no more of chemistry than I know of 
the pearly gates and golden streets of the New 
Jerusalem. And never expect to; that js I 
never expect to know anything of chemist; 
I do humbly hope some time to see the pearly 
gates and golden stree's, because I understand 
that admission into the kingdom of heaven 
does not depend upon the result of a compet. 
itive examination. 

Yet, sir, presenting myself as an applicant 
for appointment to the place of copying-cle:k 
in the Interior Department, before an exam. 
ining board, having a ‘‘chemical turn of mind,” 
1 should certainly be rejected. Still, sir, L write 
a good hand, and can copy papers with great 
rapidity and accuracy. his, sir, is the case 
of many men in this country. Many, despite 
a defective education, have, by indomitable 
effort, fought their way against feariul odds to 
the front rank in business, in the professions, 
and to-day adorn the bench of this country, 
In this world everything is arranged upon the 
principle of compensation. When one of the 
senses is denied to a man, all others are quick- 
ened so as to mitigate the loss; and it not un- 
frequently happens that a man who is restricted 
to one department of learning, and devotes all 
his energies of mind and body to one pursuit, 
for instance, a lawyer who turns his back upon 
every other department of knowledge, ofien, in 
that one pursuit, outstrips a competitor who 
is loaded down with collateral learning. 

Yet, sir, if the doctrine of this report is to 
be adopted these men are all to be disfean- 
chised. nergy, activity, perseverance, integ- 
rity, all the qualities that have secured their 
success in their own paths of life.are to be 
put aside if they happen to lack those early 
advantages which only the sons of the rich can 
enjoy. 

1 know, sir, it is said that in this country any 
man may become learned. Myearly ambition 
was stimulated by being informed that Elihu 
Burritt learned ail the languages of the earth 
while hammering at his anvil. I know not 
whether this be true or false; but I do know 
that the information was of no assistance to 
me. Here and there a young man will start 
from the deepest obscurity and achieve won- 
ders in the acquisition of learning. But for 
every such case a knowledge of the world will 
furnish us with a thousand poor boys, thrown 
upon the world as orphans at ten or twelve 
years of age, aud compelled to hold outa help- 








antages to 


| ing hand to younger sisters and brothers. who 


Hee eee ee a 


have found it utterly impossible to acquire an 
education, but who, under the dire necessities 
of the case, have been spurred and driven into 
successiul careers. Such men may be dis- 
franchised by a vote of this body, but never 
by my vote. 

There are special reasons at this time why 
such a system should be frowned upon. When 
our recent war broke out patriotic fathers sent 
their sons to the field. During that period of 
awful trial, when the fate of the nation was 
trembling in the balance, and our galiant youths 
were breasting the storms of war, the sons of 
less patriotic citizens were enjoying the advan- 
tages of acollege course. And now, when our 
maimed soldiers have returned, and apply for 
a Federal office, the duties of which they are 
perfectly competent to discharge, they are to 
be rejected to give place to those who were 
cramming themselves with facts and principles 
from the books, while they were bleeding for 
their country, because they do not know the 
fluctuations of the tide at the Cape of Good 
Hope, how near the moon ever approaches 
the earth, or the names of the principal rivers 
emptying into the Caspian sea. 

Senators, Republican Senators, give your 
votes and influence to accomplish this injus- 
tice if you will, but do not expect me to aid 
you. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Before this subject 
passes from the consideration of the Senate, 


1872 


——— 


as the ‘ 
elavora 
prope rT 
half of 
ol ther 
the Se! 
pended 
not col 
should 
occupit 
jpdus 
portiot 
system 
forme 
other 
that be 
remarl 
to go! 
Mr 
pot wi 
the sy: 
that | 
neede 
ation. 
Mr. 
ator 
guspe! 
the Si 
prope 
time 
prope 
Mr. 
me & 
Mr 
Mr 
wish 
siand 
tem | 
been 
ent rl 
other 
let gi 
ject, 
are | 
exec 
repo 
that 
is to 
and 
Lha 
rane 
M 
tain! 
relo 
be p 
of v 
ator 
alm 
whit 
and 
elog 
Sen. 
date 
sucl 
othe 
hap 
N 
taki 
this 
of « 
Save 
und 
the 
lect 
Wis 
the 
ref¢ 
pre 


ot | 








18 


—_ 
— 


’ 


eS to 
lass, 
w of 
New 
a | 
Stry, 
arly 
land 
AVen 
'f et- 


cant 
ierk 
am- 
id,”’ 
Tite 
Teat 
Case 
pite 
able 
Is to 
ons, 
try, 
the 
“the 
ick- 
un- 
cted 
S all 
uit, 
pon 
ly in 
who 


S$ to 
fan- 
teg- 
heir 
> be 
arly 
cau 


any 
tion 
lihu 
arth 
not 
now 
B 10 
tart 
‘on- 

for 
will 
wh 
elve 
elp- 
who 
*an 
ties 
into 
dis- 
Ver 


why 
hen 
ent 
| of 
was 
iihs 

of 
‘an- 
our 
for 
are 
| 10 
ere 
les 
for 
the 
ood 
hes 
fers 


our 
jus- 


aid 


ject 
ate, 





he refers? 





1872. 


as the Senator from Wisconsin has made an | 
elaborate written speech upon it, I think it 
roper that a few words should be said in be 

Pale of civil service reform, not particularly 
of the rules for competitive examination, which 
the Senator has informed us have been sus- 
pended by an order of the President. I can- 


not conceive why my friend from Wisconsin 
should have dwelt at such length, should have 
occupied himself at home with such labor and 
industry in pore a speech, the greater 
nortion of which has been directed against a 
eystem of rules which, he tells us, he is in- 
formed unofficially has been suspended until 
other rules shall be devised and adopted. If 
that be so, what, then, the necessity for these 
remarks in opposition to a system which is not 
to go into operation after all? 

Mr. CARPENTER. I know my friend does 
not wish to misrepresent me. I did not say 
the sysiem was not to go into operation ; but 
(hat these particular rules and regulations 
needed revision in order to carry it into oper- 


ion. 
a TRUMBULL. I understood the Sen- 
ator to say that these particular rules had been 
suspeuded. I see, therefore, no propriety in 
the Senator’s effort to show that they are im- 
proper rules, and [ certainly shail not take up 
time myself in order to show that they are 
proper rules if they are to be changed. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Will my friend allow 
me a word? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I know he does not 
wish to misrepresent me, I do not under- | 
siand that the intention of pursuing this sys- 
tem has been abandoned at all, but that it has 
been merely ascertained that under the pres- 
ent rules it cannot be carried into effect. In 
other words, the Administration has simply 
let go to take a better hold of the same sub- 
ject, and the new rules and regulations which 
are to be prescribed are to be so cunningly 
executed as to carry out the doctrines of this 
report. This report contains the theory of 
that board, and what they are now going to do 
is to devise rules that will carry it into effect; 
and in almost the entire remarks I bave made 
| have confined myself to a discussion of the 
principles of that report. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I cer- 
tainly hope that the subject of civil service | 
reform is notto be abandoned, but that it is to 
be pursued; but, sir, giving the best attention 


ator, | understood his remarks to be devoted | 
almost entirely to these rules of examination | 
which it is understood, he says, will not work 
and are to be changed. Why, sir, has he not 
eloquently and amusingly brought before the 
Senate for competitive examination, as candi- 
dates for collector at the port of New York, 
such persons as Mr. Stewart, Mr. Opdyke, and | 
other disiinguished persons, Mr. Murphy, per- 





| ful study of all the facts, that one fourth of the rev- 


| Wisconsin that I am willing to have the whole 
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ment made by the civil service commission, 
which I will read. 

Mr. CARPENTER. If my friend will allow 
me 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
the Senator. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I have no desire to 
become especially the champion of that board 
in regard to that report, and yet I do not want 
to hear them misrepresented any more than I 
do wyself. They say that about one fourth 
the revenue is wasted, and they do not know 
how much of it ought to be charged to this || 
civil service matter. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We will see what they 
do say, and [| will say to the Senator from 





Certainly, I will allow 





report read if he wishes it; and perhaps it 
would be better to read the whole of it instead 
of reading half of the opinion of the Attorney 
General and leaving out the other half, read- | 
ing that part which made in favor of the Sen- 
ator’s argument and leaving out the conclusion | 
of the opinion which condemned the whole of 
his argument. Now, IJ will read to the Senate, 
by its permission, what this board say on the 
subject of loss to the revenue, and I will read | 
every word they do say in reference to that 
particular point of how much is lost in con- 
sequence of the system which I understand 
the Senator from Wisconsin to be the cham- 
pion of. ‘Tbis is their language: 


“Tt is not easy to compute in figures the exact | 
economical difference between a good and a bad sys- 
tem of the eivilservice. It is, necessarily, a matter | 
of inference and of comparison between the proba- 
ble operation of a careless and a careful method. 
But it is calculated by those who have made a care- | 


enues of the United States are annually lost in the | 
collection, and for a large part of that loss a system 
of the service which is fatally unsound may reason- 
ably be held responsible.” 


Assuming that the eutire revenues of this 
country are $360,000,000 a year, which is not | 
far from the amount, then $90,000,000 are lost, 
and a large proportion of that sum in conse- 
quence of our civil service system. Shall we 
do nothing to correct it? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I would like, as this is a 
matter that interests me, to ask the Senator the 
basis of that calculation. ‘lhe whole expense 
of collecting the revenue of the United States, | 
internal and external, is less than five per cent. ; 
and on what basis a calculation of this kind is 


| made, I should like myself to be informed. 
| The entire expense of the whole service in all 
of which I was capabie to the honorable Sen- || 


its branches, including detectives and every- 
thing else, is considerably less than five per 
cent. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator from 


| Obio will devote his attention to the investiga- 


haps ! 1] 


Now, sir, I shall take up notime in under- 
taking to defend these particular rules or | 
this competiiive examination. I am in favor 
of civil service reform, a reform which shall 
save this Government from being plundered 
under a system which wastes one fourth of 
the entire revenue of the country in its col- 
lection; and it is sad to see the Senator from 
Wisconsin now take a position, not against 
the particular rules simply, but against a 
reform which shall correct the abuses of the 
present system. He stands up here in the face 
of an official document, prepared by careful 
and considerate friends of the Administration, 
by its best friends, which states that one fourth 
of your revenue, probably more than ninety | 
million dollars a year, is wasted in conse- 
quence of a system the correction of which 
ihe Senator from Wisconsin opposes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to ask the | 
Senator what official statement that isto which | 


Mr, TRUMBULL. It is the official state | 


tion now taking place in the city of New 
York, I think he will find some of the data he 
seeks. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will inform my friend, 
if he will allow me, that I have not only paid 
attention to that, but I have joined in the 
reporting a bill, to which I hope to secure the 
attention of the Senate within a few days, that 
willentirely cure all the abuses that have been 
in existence in New York for some time, and 
that are now being developed daily. I cer- | 
tainly will not shield any one who is engaged | 
in any practices in the custom-house at New 
York of a wrongful character, but will seek by 
proper remedies to correct them. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I shall be most happy 
to concur with the Senator from Ohio in the | 
passage of that bill which will correct ail abuses 
in the New York custom-house. | suppose, 
Mr. President, the great loss to the revenue, as | 
has been developed and is now being developed 
by the investigating committee in New York, 


| comes from officers corruptly suffering goods 


to pass without the collection of duties, by under 
valuations, false weights, the bribery of inspect- 
ors and other officials, and under the internal 
revenue system from corrupt ollicers not col- 


| ment of the Government exclusively, 
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market without paying the tax assessed by 
law. The loss to the revenue arises in many 
ways, of which I am sure the Senator from Ohio 
can get all the information he desires if he reads 
with care the history of the investigation which 
is now taking place in the city of New York. 
The Senator from Wisconsin in the outset 
of his remarks passed a eulogy upon the char- 
acter of the President of the United States, 
and at the same time informed the Senate that 
the President had upon some occasion ex- 
pressed the opinion that the best way to cor- 
rect an improvident or improper law would be 
faithfully to execute it, and let the people see 
its defects; and then, passing to he subject 
under consideration, he proceeded to say that 
| the President had put these theories, as he 
calls them, into execution till the people should 
‘*ery enough,’’ and that the President was so 
strong in the affections of the people that he 
could afford to do this—could give his enemies 
many advantages and then defeat them. Ido 
not give the precise language of the Senator, 
perbaps, but the purport of what he said. 
Now, sir, this seems to me to be imputing 
to the President of the United States opinions 
which I should be sorry to believe that he 
entertained, and a character which | do not 
believe belongs to him. I believe him to be 
a sincere and an honest man, and | do not 
believe that he is putting into operation any 
theories on civil service for the purpose of 
rendering them odious until the people shall 
ery ‘‘Enough.”’ I think better of the Chief 
Magistrate of the United States than to suppose 
that under the authority to adopt rules and 


|| regulations for a reform in the civil service he 


has gone to work to adopt such rules and the- 
ories as will bring civil service reform into 
contempt until the people shall ery ‘*Knough.”’ 

| Sir, 1 am far from believing thatthe President 
of the United States is acting upon any such 
consideration. 

Mr. President, the remarks I have to make 
will be somewhat disconnected, as I am allud- 

| ing only to afew points which have been made 
by the Senator from Wisconsin. He proceeded 

| during his remarks to speak of the powers of 
the President, and represented those powers as 
very insignificant. Among others he spoke ot 
the power of the President to receive embas- 
sadors as a mere formality, as | understood 
him, a mere ceremony. Why, sir, that is not 
the theory of the Constitution at all. All trea- 
ties with foreign nations regulating our inter- 
course with all the Powers of the world are 
made and can only be made by the President 
of the United States. The Senate has buta 
negative power over them; we cannot make 
treaties, but they are initiated and made by the 
President of the United States. And he par- 
ticipates to the extent of one third in every law 
that is passed. His power is equal in each 
branch of Congress to one third of ali its mem- 
bers, so far as staying legislation is concerned 
and no treaty can be originated or made any- 
where else but by the Executive himself. And 
when he receives the embassadors of foreign 
countries, and enters into treaties with them, 
subject merely to a veto power here, shall it 
be said that that is a mere formality? What, 
I ask, is substance if that be formality? 

The Senator also spoke of the division of 
the powers of the Government into legislative, 
executive, and judicial. Tollowing up that sug- 
gestion, | am sorry that he did not turn his 
attention to the encroachment by one of these 
departments of the Government on the other 
in our civil service system as itat present exists. 
Does not the Senator know that the appoint- 
ments are now practically controlled, not by 
the executive branch of the Government, but 
by the Senators and Representatives from the 
respective States? The Constitution vests the 
power of appointment in the executive depart- 

“x Ce pt- 
\| ing that the concurrence of the Senate is neces- 


lecting the tax imposed ; suffering whisky to be | sary in those cases where the power to make 


manufactured, if you please, and to go upon the 
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in the President alone, or the head of some 
Department, or the courts ; but virtually this 
power is not exercised by the President and 
the heads of Departments, but it is controlled 
by the Senators and Representatives in Con- 
rreKS. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I desire to say to the 
Senator that if he speaks of the fact in Illinois 
[ cannot, of course, contradict him ; but speak- 
ing of my own State and myself, I say that I 
know of no such practice. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Well, Mr. President, I 
cannot speak as to the rule in Wisconsin, but 
this report which is before us states that that 
is substantially the practice, and the President, 
who must know as to the fact, indorses this 
report and sends it to Congress. The Senator 
from Wisconsin has seen and read this report, 
and it cannot have escaped his observation 
thatit does state the fact to be so. It is under- 
stood to be the usage of the Government that 
the local Representative from the district, if 
politically in accord with the President, con- 
trols, as a general rule, the appointments of 
postmasters, and of collectors and assessors 
of internal revenue in his district; and if that 
ie not the case in Wisconsin, as the Senator 
from Wisconsin says, his State constitutes an 
exception, [am sure, from the gereral prac- 
tice that obtains throughout the country. 

| read now from the report of the commis- 
sioners: 

* While, therefore, the appointing power is chiefly 
and properly vested in the executive department, 
because that department is responsible for executive 
administration, yet the practice that has arisen 
ander the evil theory of the civil service tends to 
make the President and Secretaries merely the ap- 
pointment clerks of Congress, from which body the 
Constitution carefully withholds the appointing 
power. 

A report sent to us by the President of the 
United States, and commended by him, states 
the fact that he and the heads of Departments 
have become merely the appointment clerks 
of Congress. Sir, that is a violation of the 
Constitution of the United States, and one of 
the objects of this civil service reform is to re- 
store the Constitution to its original meaning, 
to restore to the executive department of the 
Government the patronage which belongs to it, 
and which has been unconstitutionally usurped 


| to the scholarship of the officer, but it arises 
| from the system of appointments and removals, 


by Congress; and when it is argued here that | 


Senators and Representatives should control 


the appointments from their respective States, | 


that is an argument against not only the spirit 


but the letter of the Constitution, and a subver- | 


sion of our system of Government to that ex- 
tent. It is the great source of evil in our civil 
service system that Congressmen have usurped 


functions belonging to the executive branch | 


of the Government. 


In the civil service reform which I advocate | 


I have never been a stickler for competitive 
examination. 
part of the appointees to office is not the great 
difficulty. It lies beyond that. I said that I 
should take no time in defending these rules, 
because | am informed (and I did not know it 


The want of scholarship on the | 


before it was announced by the Senator from | 


Wisconsin) that they are not to go into opera- 
tion. A competitive examination may be very 
well in regard to clerks in the Departments 
here, and in some other cases. 


1 understand || 


it has been adopted in the Departments at | 


Washington for some years to great advantage, 
but it may not answer so well in regard to other 
officers. It is not the great panacea for exist- 
ing evils, as the Senator from Wisconsin says, 
and it is chiefly to the ulterior results of these 
examinations that | look for much good. If 
this competitive examination system were 
adopted, and the appointments to office were 
to be made from persons who pass the exam- 
inations, it would take the appointments to 
some extent from the control of mere partisans, 
aud those who use this patronage for merce- 
nary and individual purposes, and so far its 
effect would be salutary. 

But, Mr. President, the trouble of our civil 
service system, as | said, is not in reference 





| constrained to become mere office-brokers. 


| no individual. 





now chiefly controlled by Cungressmen. I 


introduced a bill into this body some year or || 


two ago making it a penal offense for a mem- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ber of Congress to recommend a person for an | 
office unless his opinion was asked in writing | 


by the appointing power, and prohibiting the 
President of the United States or any of the 


heads of Departments from appointing any one | 


to office who had the recommendation of a 
member of either House of Congress if it was 
obtained by the applicant’s consent and priv- 


ity; and, sir, if we could enact such a law as | 
that, I think we should lay the ax at the root | 


of the great evil in our civil service system. 
What are the evils of the present system 
which it is sought to correct? I cannot state 
them better than they have been stated in this 
report, made by gentlemen of high character, 
of great ability, of laborious research, who 
have inquired into the mode and manner of 


| appointments, into the evils that exist under 
| the present system, and have embodied them 


inthis report. I will read a few passages from 
it, that it may be seen what the evils to be cor- 
rected are, what the mischief is, and then if 
we cannot apply the system of competitive ex- 
amination, let us apply some other system that 
will reform end correct these abuses. The 


| commissioners say: 


** Certainly incapable officers have not been sought, 
and doubtless there are honestand pure men enough 
in all parties to fill the offices. But certainly, also, 
proved character and tested capacity are not essen- 
tial to admission to the civil service; and when 
partisan sympathy or activity takes precedence of 
ability, industry, and special fitness, as qualifications 


| for the inferior offices of the Government, it. is im- 
| possible that the service should have the efficiency 


and purity which economical administration re- 
quires, and which the country hasaright todemand. 

** In obedience to this system the whole machinery 
of the Government is puiled to pieces every four 
years. Political caucuses, primary meetings, and 
conventions are controlled by the promise and the 
expectation of patronage. Political candidates for 
the lowest or the highest positions are directly or 
indirectly pledged. The pledge is the price of the 
nomination, and when tke election is determined 
pledges must be redeemed. The business of the 
nation, the legislation of Congress, the duties of the 
Departments, are all subordinated to the distribu- 
tion of what are well called ‘the spoils.’ No one 
escapes. President, Secretaries, Senators, Repre- 
sentatives, are dogged, besought, and denounced on 
the one hand to appoint, on the other to retain sub- 
ordinates. The great officersof the Governmentare 
Mean- 
time they may have their own hopes, ambitions, and 
designs. They may strive to make their patron- 
age secure their private aims. The spectacle is as 
familiar as it is painful and humiliating. Weaccuse 
indi We appeal only to universal and 
deplorable experience. 

“The evil results of the practice may be seen, 


| first, in its perversion of the nature of the election 
| itself. 


In a free country an election is intended to 
be, and of right should be, the choice of differing 
policies of administration by the peopleat the polls. 
It is properly the judgment of the popular intelli- 
gence upon the case which has been submitted to it 
during the canvass by the ablest and most eloquent 
advocates. But the evil system under which the 
country suffers tends to change the election from a 
choice of policies into a contest for personal advan- 
tage. It is becoming a desperate conflict to obtain 
all the offices, with all their lawful salaries and all 
their unlawful chances. The consequences are un- 
avoidable; the moral tone of the country is debased ; 
the national character deteriorates. No country 
or Government can safely tolerate such a surely 
increasing demoralization. 

“The influence of this system upon those who 
hold office may be inferred. Officers appointed 
chiefly as a reward for personal and party service, 
and not upon proof of fitness, who know that there 
is no certain promotion for merit, and that they 
hold their places only until others with more influ- 
ential friends can thrust them out, can have neither 
pride nor hope in the fulfillment of their duties. 
They are deprived of the usual incentives to dili- 
gence and efficiency of men in similar but private 
positions. Taught by the system to regard the office 
as a prize, and warned by the same system that their 
tenure is neither character nor fitness, they are 
solely tempted to make the most of it in the shortest 
time, both to repay the trouble and expense of pro- 
curing it, and to provide against early removal. 
Meanwhile, as a part of the vast scheme of patron- 
age, an officer who is appointed solely in deference 
to political pressure is judged not by the manner in 
which he does his duty, but by the zeal with which 
he serves the influence that secured his place. He 
is poorly paid, but a tax is levied upon his salary for 
the expenses of the party, and, although it iscalled 
a voluntary contribution, he is made to understand 
that there are scores of applicants who would gladly 
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take his place with every incumbrance, and he ther 
fore pays from fear of possible removal, = 
has become the practice of every party in power; 
seek to retain power by levying upon the money 
paid to the public agents for the public service.” 

‘But when the application is urged upon the ex 
ecutive department by a member of the legislatiy. 
branch of the Goternment, the mischief becomes 
intolerable. It is often by the power of patronage 
that a Representative is chiefly known to what — 
called the active politicians among his constituent. 
He is held to be their agent and broker of officc. 
They have done his work, and he must do theirs and 
his position often depends upon his fulfillment of 
pledges. When, therefore, he applies to theappoint. 
ing power, there is a kind of arsedty which it i 
hard to resist. It is not a favor only that he asks. 
it is the means of fulfilling a bargain. The ap. 
pointing power is subjected to threats and the bland. 
ishment of personal solicitation. And these are 
incessant and urgent, not in the degree of the fitness 
of the candidate, but in thatof the interest of those 
who urge him. The place is demanded in the name 
of the party. Yet granting the favor is not neces. 
sarily a benefit to the party; itis often a profit ty 
one man only and his followers. 

“Even if the appointing power declares that j, 
prefers a certain person, peculiarly fitted for the 
place, the appointment is, nevertheless, demanded 
or contested as of right by the friends of other per. 
sons. Iftheappointing power persists, and the place 
is filled as it prefers, it is only after a long and 
annoying resistance to pressure. But should it be 
the head of a Department, who has some measure 
before Congress for which he wishes every vote that 
he can procure, there is a powerful temptation to 
yield the appointment to secure the vote. Thus the 
evil system increases official temptation and makes 
honesty dificult; and it is not surprising that a bil] 
was recently introduced into Congress making it 
penal offense for members of Congress to impurtune 
the appointing power for places. 

“While, therefore, the appointing power is chiefly 
and properly vested in the executive department, 
because that department is responsible for executive 
administration, yet the practice that has arisen under 
the evil theory of thecivilservice tends to make the 
President and Secretaries merely the appointment 
clerks of Congress, from which body the Constitution 
carefully withholds the appointing power. One 
result we have just considered, but there are others. 
Thus itis not denied that the chief national appoint- 
ments in the several States are now really made, not 
by the President and the Senate, but at the pleasure 
of the Senators from the States in which the office is 
to be filled. 

“These are some of the serious and threatening 
evils of the present practice of treating the inferior 
posts of administration as party prizes. It exas- 
perates party spirit and perverts the election. It 
tends to fill the public service with ineapacity and 
corruption, destroying its reputation and repelling 
good men. It entices Congress to desert the duties 
to which it is especially designated by the Consti- 
tution, and tempts the Executive to perilous in- 
trigue. But the effects of so mischievous a system 
cannot be confined to itself. Politics cannot be 
made a mere trade without dangerously relaxing 
the moral character of the country. 

‘The arguments by which the present pernicious 
practice is justified seem to us wholly unsound. It 
is alleged that when the people vote to change the 
general policy of the Government they also intend 
to change every subordinate officer who is to assist 
in carrying out that policy. But this was certainly 
not the theory or the practice cf those who estab- 
lished the Government. President Jefferson, who 
was one of the most conspicuous party chiefs in our 
history, and whose election showed aradical change 
of political opinion, was, as we have seen, careful 
both to disavow the theory and to resist its conse- 
quences. Moreover, the theory springs from a false 
conception of a general election. Such an election 
is, indeed, the declaration of the popular will as to 
the policy of Government; but the great multitude 
of the subordinate officers are wholly ministerial, 
and do not determine measures of administration, 
and a practice which necessarily fosters extrav- 
agance and corruption in the details of adiminis- 
tration is one which the people cannot justly be 
assumed to desire. 

“*Again, the perversion of the service to personal 
and party ends, with the countless and perilous 
abuses which attend it, seems to many persons in- 
separable from a popular republican Governwent. 
It is boldly urged that the offices belong to the suc- 
cessful party, and that party service should be paid 
with office, because what is called the hard work of 
a political campaign would not be performed unless 
there were an understanding that the workers sbould 
be so rewarded. This is to say that patronage is 
indispensable to party organization. But it is 4 
mere assertion in palliation of an evil practice. To 
insist that service to the successful party ought to 
be rewarded by office is offensive to the just Amer- 
can principle that, while every citizen should be 
ready to fulfill every political duty that may be 
fairiy asked of him, no one has any claim to any 
office whatever. If the money that a man has paid 
during a political campaign, and the time and effort 
that he has devoted to the success of principles and 
a policy which he must be supposed to approve, are 
to be considered claims upon an office, then they 
are the price of the office, and his relation to the 
office and to the contest is venal, which is the pre- 
cise evil of the present practice.”’ 


This exposition of the evils of the present 
civil service system, showing that the President 
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's coerced into making appointments through 
the persistency of members of Congress ; that 
the offices are bestowed as a reward for mere 
‘arty service ; that they are used for individual 
orposes to pay for money expended in elec- 
pure y od for th f 
tions; that they are used for the purpose o 

packing conventions and controlling elections 
does not come to us simply on the authority 
of the seven gentlemen who signed the report, 
which would be sufficient to guaranty its | 
truthfulness, but it comes to us indorsed by 
the President of the United States himself, 
He knows whether the members ot the legis- 
lative department have been pressing appoint- 
ments upon him. He knows whether the | 
appointments throughout this country ever 
since he has been in office, now nearly three 
years, have been virtually controlled by Con 

gressmen, and not by the executive depart- 
ment, as the Constitution provides. He knows 
ali this, and never would have sent the report | 
here with such statements as to the manner in | 
which appointments were made and patronage 
used, if they had been untrue. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I wish simply 
to call the attention of the Senator from IIl- 
nois to the fact, without disputing the state- 
ments contained in this report, (for 1 harmon- 
ize with him so far as I understand him in his 
view of the civil service, ) that the President in 
his message states in these words: 

“Being desirous of bringing this subject to the | 
attention of Congress before the approaching recess, 
Lhave not time to sufficiently examine the accom- 

anying report to enable me to suggest definite legis- | 
ative action to insure the support which may be 
necessary in orderto give a thorough trial to a policy 
long needed.” 

The President in sending in the report spe- 
cially informs the Senate that he has not had | 
time carefully to examine this report. I do 
not mean to say that the facts in the reportare 
not true, but to let the Senator understand 
what the President himself says. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Does the Senator from 
New Jersey suppose that the President of the 
United States sent this report here without 
reading it’? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. The question is | 
asked me. I do not think this is a school to 
guess in. The President says he has not had | 
time sufficiently to examine the report, and I 
think the President is entitled to his statement 
in reference to it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. To examine it for what | 
eecpee, let me ask the Senator from New | 

ersey? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. He says—Ihave | 
read it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. For what purpose? To 
suggest the legislation that may be necessary. 
But will the Senator from New Jersey, by im- 
plication even, impute to the President of the 
United States such ignorance in action as to 
suppose he would send here an important re- 
port upon a subject of this character, which is 
exciting interest throughout the nation, with- 
out having read it, and without having known 
that these statements were in it in regard to 
his own official action? Why, the suggestion 
is to me inconceivable. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I would not im- 
pute any ignorance to the President of the Uni- 
ted States ; neither would I impute to the Sen- 
ator from Illinois any purpose to make the 
resident appear before the country in any 
different light from that in which he presents 
himself. ‘Lherefore I simply read what the | 
President said, and he can give what construc- 
ion to it he pleases. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Well, let us see exactly | 
what he did say: 

“I have not time to sufficiently examine the 
accompanying report to enable me to suggest defi- | 
nite legisla‘ive action to insure the support which | 
may be necessary in order to give a thorough trial 
to a policy long needed.” 

What is the meaning of that? He has not 
had time sufficiently to examine the report to 
Suggest definite legislative action to insure the 
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support which may be necessary in order to 
give a thorough trial to a policy long needed. 
He expressly says this is a policy long needed, 
and he has not had time to examine the report 
to see what further legislation may be neces- 
sary to give this a fair trial; but of course he 
must have examined it, and must have read it, 
or he could not have made that statement in 
reference to it. He proceeds further: 

**T ask for all the strength which Congress can give 
me, to enable me to carry out the reforms in the 
civil service recommended by the commissioners.’’ 

Now, is it not inconceivable that the Presi- 
dent of the United States should send a mes: 
sage to Congress asking all the assistance that 
the legislative department can give him to 
carry out a certain reform recommended ina 
report which he communicates, when he had 
never read the report he communicated? To 
my mind such a suggestion is preposterous. 
He must have read it and understood it, and 
the report comes here, I venture to say, as to its | 
essential facts, and so faras relates to hisaction, 
indorsed by the President himself, who has been 


mation. He may consult the Senator from 
Wisconsin, if he thinks proper, as the law now 
exists; be may consult others, either in Gon- 
gress or out of Congress; he may employ such 
| agencies as he thinks proper to obtain inform- 
ation, and he may prescribe rules for obtain- 
ing this information. 

1 cannot conceive upon what principle it is 
| that an argument even can be made against the 
| constitutionality of the act ef Congress itself. 
Certainly the Senator from Wisconsin made 
none, but his argument was directed against 
| the rules and regulations which had been- 
adopted by the President on the recommenda- 
tion of the civil service commission, and in 
support of his argument he caused part of the 
opinion of the Attorney General to be read, 
| not upon these rales, but in reference to 
another question entirely, which is not before 
| the Senate. The question was propoynded to 
| the Attorney General as to whether it was 
| competent to designate a particular person by 
means of an examining board or otherwise 
- ( for the President to appoint to office, and the 
in @ position for nearly three years to know the || Attorney General gave his opinion that it was 
operation of the present civil service system. || not. , 

And further, the Senator from Wisconsin || Another question was propounded to the 
has himselt borne testimony to the truthful- || Attorney General, which was this: 
ness of a portion of the report. During his || «May the President, under the act by which this 
remarks he said that under the present sys- || board is organized, regulate the exercise of the 
tem two persons high in legislative authority || #PPointing power, now vested in the heads of Depart- 
had urged upon the President appointments Sa ao ~ the comete oe baat. £0 — srt yy 

t pointments to a classof persons whose qualifications 
to office and threatened him for not making || or fitness shall have been determined by an exam- 
them; and a system under which such things || ‘#4tion, instituted independent of the appointing 
occur, the Senator from Wisconsin tells us, as || ?°°™ 
a whole is satisfactory to the country. What, 





| To this question the Attorney General an 
| }* . . 
- . ' swere » ¢ ° ¢ t ae at was - 
sir, a system satisfactory to the country when || SWered in the affirmative, that it was compe 
i] 
' 


‘ “ os 3 nt t , ine ‘ ] nts ‘lass y mor. 
the President of the United States and the || ‘&"* f oe ee Ps ses Sar - sof P 7 
| sons for us > £ are 
heads of Departments are mere clerks to regis- will : 7: _ a ne 7 f tl 
. > || will ask » Secretary 5 at ps ’ 
ter the appointments dictated by members of || ¥'!' #55 es ~ ary Pic | wt ni “ ii 
“. s | \ af rney > which 18: - 
Congress, and threatened if they do not sub- || a ‘tl pat + Sinan + a oe ee ‘pp 4 
. . : mM ral aft 2 ues 1 arc Ss 2 ot 
mit to the dictation! Threatened by persons || a : ‘ I ; i oe ' le ? 7 ee Wis 
° ° ° ° ° e e | Ww , ave arked, > Sense a 
high in legislative authority, in positions to |) ¥™¢2 ‘waa oe . if m du x ad a 
. = ts ‘1 } v¢ s ‘ oO sret 2 re rtic ( 
make their power felt! I wish the Senator || fr sae! ee ee ee thi ra ee ‘th th 
l rhic y V 
had stated who they were that made these || ero red Ww 1 2 A a 1ing to do wi e 
he 8 ct store 2 HNenace. 
threats. But the fact that such threats are | eh . Ch, Cl wk oe ties 
: . s , 2rk read as fo 8: 
made adds another to the reasons given inthis || (* 06 Villet Wierk rea @ a 1 
report why the civil service needs reforming. || pa aneenen qeesiien proposed by the commission 
But the Senator tells us that the proposed || ~* May the President, under the act by which this 
reform is unconstitutional. I have already || board is organized, remninte, the paecelse of the 
‘ , ase syste is clearly appointing power now vested in the heads ot De- 
shown 86 that the present ey eenes emaes) partments or in the courts of law, so as to restrict 
unconstitutional, that appointments, by the || appointments to a class of persons whose qualifica 
Constitution, are vested in the executive de- tions or fitness shall have been determined by an 
partment, and that by the present practice es instituted independent of the appoint- 
7 “ + _ lg power ¢ 
they are made by the legislative department, My opinion is that he may. Though the ap- 
or rather its individual members. ‘The voice || pointing power alone can nena an individual 
of the Senator from Wisconsin has not been || a the — ae eee eeomenen. 
. . . 0 3 ssigae . 7 t ) L B 3 { yf - 
heard in condemnation of the present system |! gress, can prescribe qualifications, and require that 
which upsets the Constitution and mingles || the a be made out = a ——- of = 
. ar . r+ an e. sons ascertained by proper teststo have t 108e€ quall- 
together, contrary to its obvious meaning, dif ecken oad if te aoe eaoteene Weak tan Laden te 
ferent departments of the Government. ; the tests should be chosen by the appointing power. 
But he argues that the act of Congress 18 Attorney —— Legare ae wives a _— 
+} ; © thich ¢ 76 » Peani- a question similar in principle. Jiscussing the sub 
unconstitutional which authorized the Pre si VP ar cuaciaumaek of tenmosives oi eieiatin tat Oak 
dent of the United States to prescribe certain || Secretary of the Treasury, he considers that it would 
rules and regulations for the admission of per- || ‘be a fair constitutional exercise of the power of 
° ° e . -o ‘4 gress tc . re f e pecretary sho ;e@ 
sons into the civil service; or if he does not || See eee a ee se aaalnes adi caaaiaaaee 
say that the act itself is unconstitutional, he proposed by a collector.’ (4 Opinions, 164.) Theact 
says that the carrying it out in the manner || under which the present civil service commission 
sed i aaa ional I do not know || has been organized gives the President authority 
proposed 18 unconstitutiona do not Kno | ‘to prescribe such rules and regulations for the 
that he made any partic ilar argument against || admission of persons into the civil ser vice of the Uni- 
the law itself to show its unconstitutionality. || ted States as will best promote the efficiency there- 
: . nee — Be | of;’ and this very ample authority will certainiy 
The only objection I remember his making to || embrace the right to require that the persons ad- 
the law was that it was passed as a part of an || mitted into the service shall have been found quali- 
appropriation bill, and that if it had been sub- | ot ne convenes — Se ia Mlentitias Be 
. ave received ||... It has been argued that a right in Congres 
mitted separately it would not have received limit in the least the field of selection implies a right 
the support of twenty members. I Suppose || to carry on the contracting process to the designa- 
that does not make it unconstitutional ; and it || tion of. particular individual. But [do not think 
aif sivabl h an act of C regs this a fair conelusion. Congress could require that 
18 InconcelvaDle to me now an act o vege officers shall be of American citizenship, or of a cer- 
can be unconstitutional which authorizes the |} tain age: that judges should be of the legal profes- 
President to do what he had the authority to || sion and of a certain standing in the profession, and 
d itl t of Congres || still leave room to the appointing power for the 
oO without an act o ongress. < c exercise of its own judgment and will; and [am 
e body doubt the authority of the |! not prepared to affirm that to go further and re- 
ee y y i 5 tk t th lecti hall t le from persons 
. ‘tad Rtaroc. } , » jq¢ || Quire that the selection shall be made from persons 
President of the United States, in whom 1S || found by am examiniag board to be qualified in 
vested the power of appointment to office, to || such particulars as diligence, scholarship, integrity, 
adopt rules and regulations for his own con- || good manners, and attachment oi Government 
: : : 9 7 would impose an unconstitutional limitation on the 
veurenes in making appointments? hey are || appointing power. It would still have a reasonable 
all within hisown control. Hecan adopt such || scope for its own judgment and will. 
rules as he thinks proper for obtaining infor- || “ But it may be asked, at what point must the con- 
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tractine process stop? I confess my inability to 
answer, Dut the difficulty of drawing a line between 


such limita eas areand such as are not allowed 
by the Constitution is he pr vof that both classes do 
not exist. In constitutional and legal enqpates 
right or wrong is often a question of degree, et it 
js impossible to tell precisely where in the scale 
right ceases and wrong begins, Questions of exces- 
sive bail, cruel punishments, excessive damages, 
aod reas ce doubts.are familiar instances. In 


the matter now in 
that Congress 
candidates for 
by a sufficient 
choice.” 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, at this 
hour, and with the impatience of the Senate, 
Jam willing to leave the argument of the At- 
torney General as to the constitutionality of 


question it is not supposable 
or the President would require of 
office qualifications unattainable 


number to afford ample room for 


apecilying the class of persons from whom | 


selections to oflice are to be made, as a reply 
to the argument of the Senator from Wiscon- 
gin, with this statement: the Constitution vests 


in Congress authority to confer the appoint- | 


ment of inferior officers upon the President 
alone, or upon the heads of Departments, or 
the courts of law, and authorizes Congress to 
establish offices. Congress having authority 
to establish offices, and vest the appointment 
thereof in the heads of Department or the 
President, must necessarily have the author- 


ity under the other clauses of the Constitution | 


which give it power to pass all laws necessary 
and proper to carry into execution any given 
as to regulate the duties of the ofticer to 


e appointed, and to prescribe his qualifica- | 


tions for the office. 

lf they can create an office, and the Consti- 
tution vests the appointment of the officer in 
the President, they can determine what duties 


that offiver is to perform and what qualifica- || ment remove the officer at his discretion, 


tions he shal! possess as necessary to fill that 
Office. They cannot designate the individual, 
and say the President ot the United States 
must appoint A or BL to fill an office they cre 
ate; but they can determine that the President 
of the United States shall appoint persons ofa 
certain class to fill that office ; and that is what 


this board proposes to do; that is what, in the | 


opinion of the Attorney General, they have a 


right to do, and there | am willing to leave the | 


constitutional argument, 

But the Senator from Wisconsin says that 
this civil service reform will defeat any party 
that adopts it. 


pinches; there is where the trouble is. 


be the party in power, because the party out 
of power has no patronage. Now, sir, | am 
free to say, and bold to say, and I say it here, 
and I will say it everywhere, that if the Repub- 
lican party has not principle enough and vir- 
tue enough to be sustained without using the 
perenege of the Government to hold it up, 
et it go down; it does not deserve to be sus- 
tained; and no party deserves to be supported 
that cannot be sustained without using the 
patronage of the Government as spoils to per- 
peiuale iis power 

Que of the objections pointed out by the 
civil service commission to the present sys 
tem is that patronage is used for political pur- 
poses; men take ollices to use their positions 


for the purpose of electing certain individuals | 
his is an interference with | 


to other ollices 
the freedom of election and with the rights of 
the people. 

Another objection made by the Senator 
from Wisconsin is that the proposed reform 
will constiiute officeholders a privileged class 
to hold their places during life. Sir, lL am not 
in favor of any such system as that 


recommended any such system as that; but 
I am in favor of reforming the civil service 
system so as to allow appointees to hold their 


offices for stated periods unless sooner re- || 


moved for cause. Let it be for five years, or 
eight years, or ten, whatever time shall be 


Ah, sir, that is where the shoe | 
The | 
patronage of this Government is to be wielded, | 
then, for mere partisan purposes; and the fear | 
is that it will defeat some party, and that must || 


y suc I do not | 
think that the civil service commission have 


{] 


thought proper by the legislative department 
of the Government. When a person is ap- 
pointed to office, let him be a freeman, and not 
the mere instrument of the member of Con- 
gress who procures for him his appointment 
as a reward for party or individual services, 


| and let him hold his office till the end of his 
| term if he discharges his duty faithfully to the 


| country. 
' . 
| not for the party. 


| ive, 


I'he offices are for the country, and 
A man may be elected to 
an office by a party; but when he accepts 
that office, whether here in the Senate, in the 
House of Representatives, or whether he takes 
it by appointment, he takes the office to dis- 
charge its duties for his country, and not for 
his party. 

In some respects I think this report defect- 
It should have gone further and recom- 


| mended non-removal trom office for a limited 





| competent officers. 








period except for cause. Not having done so 
Congress should by law provide that when a 
man is appointed to office he shall hold it for 
a stated period if he discharges its duties hon- 
estly, faithfully, and efficiently. I know there 
are inconveniences in every system; no system 
will be perfect. Some have said that if an 
officer is only to be removed for cause, there 
will be many instances where the appointing 
power cannot specify a sufficient cause which, 
upon trial, would convict the person of in- 
competency or official misconduct, and yet he 
might be an improper officer. Well, then, let 
the law provide that no one shall be removed 
from office except for cause to be specified 


| in writing by the head of the Department, or 
by the President, when the removal takes 


place. Let the person making the appoint- 
specifying in writing the cause for which he 
removes him, and that he deems that suffi- 
cient, and a just public sentiment among an 
intelligent people will look at the cause that 
he assigns, and no head of Department and 
no President will be sustained by the people 


| if for frivolous and pretended causes and 


excuses he discharges honest, efficient, and 
This will afford a protec- 
tion which will perhaps be sufficient against 
improper removals, 

| think, instead of examining men who are 
to be appointed to oflice hereatter only, the 
report should have provided for examining 
those now in office, and for going into the 
Departments, entering every branch of the 
civil service, and inquiring who fill the otlices, 
whether there are supernumeraries as the tes- 
timony in New York is disclosing—men who 


| receive appointments and draw salaries and 
| render no services to the country. 


If we 
undertake to make this reform. | want it to 
be a thorough one; and notwithstanding the 
Opinion expressed by the Senator from Wis- 
consin, that civil service reform will defeat 
any party that adopts it, I say to him that in 
my opinion, and according to my belief, the 


| people of this country, startled as they have 
| been by the disclosure of recent abuses in the 


city of New York and elsewhere, will over- 
throw any party that stands in opposition to 
civil service reform. 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


During the remarks of Mr. Trumpu i, Mr. 
CAMERON requested him to yield the floor to 
allow a motion to be made. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 will yield if it will 
only take a moment. 

Mr. CAMERON. My motion is, that when 
the Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet 
on Monday at the usual hour. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think we have somuch 
business before us that we ought to spend to- 
morrow here. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If there is to be any 
discussion, I cannot yield, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania is aware of the fact, that, 
there being a resolution pending before the 
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| Senate the motion cannot be entertained ¢x 
|| cept by consent. 


|| Several Senators. 





| 


| 


Mr. CAMERON. I know that, and | tay, 
it for granted there will be no objection, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection ,, 
a vote being taken. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think the Senate ought 
to remain in session to-morrow, because ther. 
is pressing public business. 


Let a vote be taken, 
If there is to be a vote 


liere 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
| I yield. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair y, 
| derstood the Senator from Ohio to object, 
| Mr. SHERMAN. I do not objeci to , 
eee Dey taken, but I object to the motiog 
| itself. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the ques. 
| tion is on the motion of the Senator tro 

Pennsylvania. 
| Mr. WILSON. TheSenator from Kentucky 
gave notice that he intended to call up ius 
| resolution to-morrow and address the Senate 
| upon it. 
| The VICEPRESIDENT. Does the Senato; 
from Kentucky object to the vote being taken 
| upon this proposition ? 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. All I desire js 
| aboutan hour’stime. I would as soon Occupy 
| that time on Monday as to-morrow. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is manifest that the 
courtesy of the Senator from Kentucky may 
give way to-morrow when he desires to speak, 
but that willcrowd us on Monday. There are 
several bills here, none of them perhaps of 5 
very important character, which might as well 
be disposed of to-morrow, and a few Senators 
can be absent if they wish to be away. 

Mr. THURMAN. Allow me to interrupt 
my colleague a moment. I submit that the 
Committee on the Judiciary ought to have 
the whole of to-morrow, if the Senate wants 
the apportionment bill returned to it in time, 
and also wants several other matters acted 
upon which are before that committee.  \\ 
ought to have the whole of to-morrow for that 
committee. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is no trouble abou 
the Judiciary Committee meeting to-morrow 
and being in session during the sitting of the 
Senate. It seems to me that when there are 
several matters pending that can be settled, 
we might as well sit to-morrow. I submit the 
motion to the Senate, however. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let us have a vote. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, that when the Senate adjourns to-day 
it adjourn to meet on Monday. 

The motion was agreed to. 





TIIE APPOINTING POWER. 
| Mr. TrumBuLL having concluded his remarks 
| 





on the pending question, being the resolu: 
tion of Mr. Carrenter as to the power of 
| appointment, 

| Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I do not 
| desire to enter into the debate of the question 
of civil service reform, but simply to correct 
a misapprehension that grew out of a remark 
made by the Senator from Wisconsin. I under 
stood him to say that the President had aban- 
doned, for the present at least, the attempt at 
civil service reform. The remark was probably 
stronger than he intended. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I did not say that. | 
said that I understood the President had sus- 
pended it until a more perfect system of rules 
could be adopted to carry it into operation. 
If [ had understood the whole thing was aban- 
| doned, of course I should have said nothing 
| about it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Illi- 


| nois then, seizing upon that remark, criticised 


it to some extent. I have made the inquiry 


| whether any change has been made in the 
| policy of the Administration in regard to civil 
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service reform, and I am informed that the 
ot change that has been made in those reg- 
only 


letld! 


nlatlo! 4 .s e 
recommendation of the board of civil service 
seform itself. That rule has been adopted 
ce 


and promulgated publicly as a part of the rules | 


r» the regulation of the civil service. I ask, 
ior Lilt “= > 
‘, order that it may be put on our records, 
that it be re ad. : ¥ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The remark of the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin, as I took it down, was 
7 “All proceedings are to be suspended tll 


Did I take it cor 


this: 
other ruics are adopted.’ 
9 
rectly: nd bian aie . é 
Mr. CARPENTER. That is what I under- 
stood, not that the theory had been abandoned 
or that the system was to be thrown overboard, 


but : 
yutil they find out how they are to carry into 


execution this confused system that they recom- | 


me id. + ‘ 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask the Secretary to 
read the marked passage which I have sent to 
the desk. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


“The President has authorized the adoption of 
the following additional rule recommended by the 
advisory civil service board, relating to temporary 
appointments in the Departments pending the com- 
pletion of the details of examination, namely: 

“14, Pending the completion of tae methods of 
investigation and examination contemplated by 
these rules, nothingin them shall prevent the ap- 
pointment, designation, or employment without 
examination, except as already provided by law, of 
persons temporarily to fill vacancies when it shall 
appear that the necessities of the public service de- 
mund thatsuch vacancies be immediately filled ; but 
sucl appointinents, (except when made by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate,) designations, 
orappointment, shall terminate as soon as the details 
of investigation and examination for filling such va- 
capcies hus been completed by the advisory board.’ ”’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, in the 
yarious Departments there are now boards to 
whom all applicants must submit their papers, 
and before whom they must be examined; but 
jt was impossible to organize civil service 
boards in all parts of the country to examine 
yostmasters and other local officers until boards 
Pad been provided for by law, until appropria- 
tions have been made to carry the system in 
execution. ‘The only purpose of this rule was 
to postpone the attempt to execute it until 

posty } 


Congress should vote money and grant sufh- | 


cient power to carry it into execution fairly. 

Mr. President, I voted for the proposition of 
the Senator from Lilinois at the last session of 
Congress. I believe some good will yet come 
from the discussion of civil service reform. 
Still I believe the abuses of the present sys- 
tem are grossly exaggerated. The siatement 
that we lose one fourth of the revenue of the 
country in order to collect it is a gross exag- 
geration. The statement made by this civil 
service commission, none of whom or scarcely 
any of whom have had practical experience 
in the Government 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Three of them are offi- 
cers of the Departments here. 





ae SHERMAN. Who are they? Name 
them. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. Elliottis one. The | 


Senator from Wisconsin read their names. 
which are attached to this report. I will read 
them: George William Curtis, Alexander G. 
Cattell, Joseph Medill, Dawson A. Walker, 
E. B. Elliott, Joseph H. Blackfan, and David 
C. Cox. The three last I understand to be 
heads of bureaus,or employed in some way 
in different Departments of the Government 
here, and have had practical experience. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It so happens that I 
know each of those gentlemen. 
last named are clerks in the Departments and 
themselves have never passed examination, 
and are themselves the result of whatever 
abuses exist, and, although all respectable in 


character, they are not gentlemen who are || 


prepared to make on their own knowledge a 
Statement so extravagant as this. ‘They do 
not state it of their own knowledge ; they sim- 
ply say that it is stated by others; in other 








+ that the Government is compelled to wait | 
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Who? When? 
| Where? How absurd it is to suppose that 
one fourth of the revenue of the Government 
is lost in the expense of collection! 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Will the Senator allow 
me toask him a question? Is not Mr. Elliott 
the head of the Statistical Bureau? 

Mr. SHERMAN. No; Mr. Elliott isaclerk 
in the Treasury Department. 
the head of the Statistical Bureau. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. What is Mr. 
position ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Clerk in the Treasury 
| Department; a fourth-class clerk. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. But he has a duty con- 
nected with statistics in some way. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Heisa fourth-class clerk. 
I know Mr. Elliott very well, and I do not wish 
| to say a word to his discredit. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator knows 
him very well, perhaps he will tell us what his 
duties are. 

Mr. SHERMAN. He isa fourth-class clerk. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. What does he do? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


Elliott’s 


Mr. SHERMAN. The statement made by 
these gentlemen is simply absurd. The whole 
expense of the collection of the revenue is 
about four per cent. The expenses of the col- 
lection of our customs are less than they are 


this statement now, inviting the comparison. 
The entire expense of collecting the revenue, 
internal and external, including the pay of all 
the multitude of officers who are appointed to 
watch against frauds on the revenue, is less 
than five per cent. 

Mr. SCHURZ. Will the Senator permit 
| me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly ; only I do not 
wish to prolong my remarks. 

Mr. SCHURZ. The Senator can find in 
several reports of the old Retrenchment Com- 
mittee that the losses accruing to the Govern- 








The three || 


ment from the running in of cargoes and goods 
without paying duty amount to from twelve to 
twenty-five milliondollars a year, and have for 
a great many years. 
|| Mr. SHERMAN. 


| pretty thoroughly. 


I have examined that 
The great loss in our cus- 
} at the port of New York and other places with 
|| expensive goods in trunks. That 1s the case 
| in all customs services. It is the case in 
|| Europe. Howto meet it is one of the most 
|| dificult problems to be solved. The amount 


i of loss to the Government has been estimated | 


| carefully at $10,000,000. That probably is 
|| three fourths of all the loss sustained by the 
\| Government in the collection of the revenue 
| How can that be remedied? 
|| detectives and spies to examine the trunks of 
ladies, and all the packages, as they come in, 
|in the private baggage of citizens, and you 
might in that way put honest citizens to more 
inconveniences and to more wrong than all 
| that $10,000,000 loss could possibly compen- 
| sate for. i 


packages, valuable goods and escape the pay- 
ment of duties, but you cannot devise any sys- 


any human regulation, that will prevent fraud 
of this kind unless you make your espionage 
| so close and arbritary and so oppressive that 
| every man will revolt atit. That isa dilficulty 
| which is incident to customs revenue. 

|| Mr. TRUMBULL. 

\| how much was lost. 

|| Mr. SHERMAN. It hasbeen estimated—the 
|| highest statement probably—at $10,000,000; 
| but the point is this, as the Senator must see, 
| that no mere regulations of civil service reform 


| |! 
| words, it is second-hand information: ‘* We | 
| are informed by those who have examined 
-ig an additional rule adopted on the || the question so and so.” 


Mr. Young is | 


He is connected with the 
Statistical Bureau, of which Mr. Young is the 


chief. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Ah! He knows all || 
about it. 


* . } } | 
in any other country in the world, and I make |} 
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| can correct that which is incident to and a part 
of the collection of the customs revenue. The 
only way, if you wish to avoid that, is to repeal 
customs duties, and in that way you would 
get rid of the fraud and the revenue, too; all 
would go together. 

Mr. (:RUMBULL. I understood the Sen- 
ator from Ohio to say a short time ago that he 
had a bill that was going to correct all these 
abuses, and | was rejoiced at it, and assured 
him that I was going to support it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Illinois 
does not state me with exact fairness, He 
asked if my attention had been called to cer- 
tain abuses disclosed in the city of New 
| York by the recent examination. | answered 
| at once, ‘yes,’’ and the bill reported from 
ithe Committee on Finance by the Senator 
from New York [Mr. Fenron]} will cure, so 

far as human regulation and human law can, 
| all the abuses disclosed by that examination. 
| That is the answer. I did not say that the 
| bill of the Senator from New York was going 

to cure all the frauds committed in the city 

of New York or anywhere else, but it will 

cure those to which public attention has been 

directed by the examination; and I have no 

doubt the Senator and | will vote for it when 
the time comes. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
| passed 
| Mr. SHERMAN. I propose myself,in due 
time, subject to the control of the bill by the 

honorable Senator from New York who intro- 
duced it, to press it on the attention of Con- 
| gress, and show the necessily of its passage; 
and | believe that its passage will enable the 


I hope that bill will be 





| toms revenue is through passengers arriving | 


You might have 


It is true that persons seeking to | 
| commit fraud may bring here in trunks and | 


| tem of civil service reform, you cannot devise || 


The point was as to || 


| Secretary of the Treasury and the President 
promptly to correct the very abuses to which 
attention has now been called. 

Let me say another thing. I agree that the 
|| chief part of the abuses of our civil service 
|| have grown out of the attempt of members of 
Congress to control the executive authority. 
| I think it is utterly impossible to mingle the 
|| executive duty of appointing to office and the 
| legislative duty of making laws. I have no 
| doubt that many of the abuses of our system 
|| have grown out of the attempt of members o! 
|| Congress to control local patronage ; but atte 
|| all, when you come back to the practical solu- 
|| tion, suppose the Postmaster General wants to 
|| know who shall be appointed pos'master in a 
town in Ohio; from whom shall he get the 
requisite information? He does not know the 
|| people of Ohio. 
|} Upon whom shall he call? 
|| board? 


| 


| 
| 
i} 
i} 
| 


A civil service 

Will you send a civil service board 

| to the town of Circleville to examine all the 
people who want to be postmaster of that 

| town, and examine as to their fitness? If you 

| send there a civil service board organized 
beyond the town of Circleville, they go there 
in utter ignorance of the moral character of 
all the candidates, and no examination can test 
the moral character and moral qualities of the 
men who are applicants for office. 

These are difficulties that them- 
selves to every one. I have no doubt that 
some reform will come out of the new civil 
service regulations. I have made up my mind, 
for one, to see the system fairly and tuily tried, 
to sustain the President and the executive au- 
thorities in giving it a fair trial. I believe that 
many of the rules that have been recommended 
by this civil service board will prove to be 

| utterly impracticable; but I desire to see the 
scheme fairly tried, and I for one will vote the 
requisite money and the requisite men to consti- 
tute the number of boards that are required to 
give it a fair trial. I fearthat the result wili be 
that we shall substitute a kind of bureauocracy 
instead of that political influence which is now 
exercised. 1 think, however, that iv the end, 
|| especially in our customs service at New York, 
‘| and in our service in the Executive Depart- 
ments at Washington, we can bring abouta 
| great reform. There ought to be examina- 


|| tions here in the city of Washington of the 
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employés in the Executive Departments, not 
probably in grammar or chemistry, or in any 
other topics except those which relate to the par- 
ticular employment which the applicant seeks. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Grammar is always im- 

portant 

Mr. SHERMAN. It does not make much 
difference whether a messenger who carries 
our messages is a good grammarian or not. 

Mr. EVMUNDS. How about a clerk who 
writes letters ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think he ought to be a 
good grammarian. A civil service board should 
be nothing but a board of five sensible men to 
fitness for the par- 
ticular office that he seeks, the qualifications 


examine a man as to his 


for the respective offices being as various asthe | 


number of ollices. As a matter of course if a 
person is to appear before the Supreme Court 
of the United States as a lawyer, he is to be 
examined as to his character and qualifications 
as u lawyé ce 
messenger. the examination should be very 
limited indeed. After all, the boards now 
existing in the various Departments of the 
Government, organized within the last few 
years under this Administration, are the most 


effective agencies of civil service reform that | 


have yet been dey sed, 

Mr. President, | did not intend to engage 
in this discussion; | wished to correct 
& misapprehension that | saw at once seized 


mply 


on the minds of the Senate, and of the specta- 
tors as well, as to the course of the Admin- 
istration on Civil service reform, and to show 
that the only change which has been made has 
been made at the request of this board of 
| and od by the Presid 
gentiemen, and promuigated by the resident 
at their request. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I did not 


have the pleasure to listen to my friend from | 


Wisconsin, because a duty in another part of 
the Capitol compelled me to be absent. Know- 


If he appears before you as a | 


ing the resolution that he had offered, I had | 


designed, as one of the early friends of this 


effort to improve the public service, to make | 


some reply upon some of the points that | 
knew he would present; but as I did not have 
the pleasure of hearing him, I shall have to 
defer my reply until Monday; and with that 
view | will for a moment yield to my friend 
from Indiana, [Mr. Morron,] who wishes to 
submit some observations at this time. 

Mr. MORTON. 
dent, to discuss the merits of the system of 
civil service reform that has been presented. 
I can only say that, so faras Iam concerned, 
what the President of the United States has 
proposed tod ) shall havea fair trial. 

The Senator from Ohio has in part antici- 
pated what | intended to say. I intended to 
challenge a statement that has been made on 
the floor of the Senate this afternoon, and, I 
believe, read from the report of the commis- 
sioners, to this effect: 

“But it is calculated by those who have made a 
careful study of all the facts that one fourth of the 
revenues of the United States are annually lost in 
the collection, and for a large part of that loss a sys- 
tem of the service which is fatally unsound may 
reasonably be held responsible.’’ 

I desire to challenge that statement. I do 
not call in question the sincerity of the gen 
tlemen on the board who made that statement. 


Ido not desire, Mr. Presi- | 








|| to the Senator from Vermont. 
| of the United States can do nothing that will 


but I submit to the Senate and the country | 


that they grossly imposed upon, 


and that so far from twenty-five per cent. of 
the revenues of this country being lost in that 
way, no evidence can be found which will 
show that five per cent. has been lost in that 
way under this Administration. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will my friend permit 
me to suggest to him that this commission do 
not report any such fact? Let me repeat to 
him that they simply say it so stated, as a 
mere method of bringing to the attention of 
the President the fact that there is complaint, 
and a statement in the country that there are 
great losses. They do not undertake to be 
responsible for any such statement. 


have been 


| dent, but 


| the country. 








Mr. MORTON. Lunderstand that. I say 
they have been imposed upon. They give 
what has been represented by others. What 
I mean to say is, that the representation which 
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| 


has been made to them, and which they evi- | 


dently believe and have reported to the Pres- 


ident, is a gross exaggeration that ought not to 


be allowed to go before this country without 
being challenged. If our present system of civil 
service results in the loss of twenty-five per 
cent. of all the revenues of this country; it is 
the worst inthe world; the worst that has ever 
been known inthiscountry; and I believe such 
a statement does essential and gross injustice 
to this Administration and to the very character 
of the Government. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will my friend be good 
enough to read just what the commission does 
say? 

Mr. MORTON. I certainly have not put it 
upon them as saying it on their own statement 
and authority. I have quoted that they give 
it on the authority of others, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But will my friend be 
kind enough to read in connection with his 
remarks what they say? 

Mr. MORTON. I did read it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend has read it, 
very well. Now, I wish to put it to him 
whether that commission undertook to be re- 
sponsible for any such statement, or whether 
all that they say is not (as one thing that is 
pervading the mind of the country by state- 
ments of this character) that it is so stated. 

Mr. MORTON. I have so said, Mr. Presi- 
[ have further said that while the 
commission reported this as having been said 
to them by those who made the calculation, 
yet they evidently believed it or they would 
not have reported it, and therefore they give 
it the sanction of their belief in going before 
While I do not question their 
sincerity, | challenge the fact, and it is due to 
this Government that this statement should be 
met upon the threshold. I think no evidence 
ean be found or has been found that will sus- 
tain this statement, or even twenty per cent. 


| of the statement. I want to say right here that 


| the grossest exaggeration. 


much that has been said during the last two 
years about civil service reform I believe to be 

While there are 
great evils in our system which ought to be 
remedied, and I have always said that, and I 
am for one determined to sustain the Presi- 
dent and give his effort a fair trial to correct 
these evils, yet I repeat what I have said be- 
fore, that I believe our system with all its 
faults is to-day the best civil service in the 
world. Our system may have faults that other 
systems have not; but other systems have faults 


| that ours has not, and they have enormous anes; 


and if anybody will take the trouble to read 
the character and the history of thecivil service 
of the great Governments of Europe he will 


| be forced to the conclusion that they have 


| orous about civil service reform. 


enormous faults which do not belong to ours. 

Mr. President, one word further, for I do 
not intend to detain the Senate, and I so said 
The President 


satisfy those who have been particularly clam- 
We have 
had an illustration on the floor of the Senate 
this afternoon in the remarks made by the 
Senator from Illinois. He tells the Senate 
and the country this afternoon that he does 
not set much store by competitive examin- 
ations; he gives the go-by in a single sentence 
to the great body of the work done by the dis- 


tinguished Mr. Curtis and other gentlemen. 


He says, ‘‘I do not sét much store by com- 
petitive examinations.’’ He says, ‘‘ I have not 
any fault to find with the scholarship of the 
men who have been appointed ; that is not it.”’ 
Thus he has brushed out the great body of 
the report and of the work that has been sub- 
mitted. Now, whatis his civil service reform? 
He said it was as to the mode of appointment, 
not a question of competitive examinations, | 














| term of service in which there can be nor 
| movals, except for cause to be stated in writing 
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| not a question of scholarship of the men wh, 


are appointed, but the mode of appointmen, 
that some mode of appointment shall be 
adopted which sball take it from polities 
influence ; and he gave us to understand wh,. 
his idea of civil service reform was. It wa, 
embodied in a bill that he presented to the 
Senate about a year ago, making it, [ beljey,. 
a penitentiary offense tor any member of Cy, 
gress torecommend aman for an appointmen, 
unless the President had previously requested 
him in writing to give his opinion on the gy). 
ject. That is his idea of civil service refory 
totally and wholly different from that recom, 
mended by that distinguished board appointej 
by the President. , 

And then he finds fault with this report j, 
another respect. How? It has not fixed , 


e. 


by the President, or by the head of Depart: 
ment making those removals. Of course thi; 


| system does not satisfy him. 


And then he says, further, that it should 
begin with those now in office. hat has 
been the complaint made already by every 
Democratic newspaper in the land, that the 
system of civil service reform presented by 
this commission and accepted by the Pres. 
dent does not apply to those who are now jp 


office. We are already told that it is a mere 


' scheme to keep the Radicals in office as long 


as they live. 

I merely refer to these things to show that 
whatever this Administration may do upon 
the subject of civil service reform, it cannot 
give satisfaction to those who have been chiefly 
clamorous on this subject. And while the 
Senator from Illinois has in effect assailed 
positions taken by the Senator from Wiscon- 


| sin to-day, of which I say nothing, yet he has 


himself brushed away in a few sentences nearly 
all the work that has been done by this civi 
service reform commission, and says that he 
values these competitive examinations and 
what is required chiefly on account of their 
taking the matter out of the hands of mem- 
bers of Congress. This, Mr. President, is all 
I have to say. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Before I give way to my 
friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cameroy,| 
who desires an executive session, I wish to say 
one word, I think my friend from Indiana has 
unintentionally misrepresented the position of 
the civil service commission in the statement 
that they have made touching the loss in the 
collection of revenue; and in order to show 
that, I will read the whole of the statement, 


| although properly it ought to be taken in con 


nection with what they say before and after, 
but I have not time for that. They say: 


“Tt is not easy to compute in figures the exact eco- 
nomical difference between a good and a bad system 
of the civil service. It is, necessarily, a matter of 
inference and of comparison between the probable 
operation of a careless and acareful method. But 
it is calculated, by those who have made a caretu! 
study of all the facts, that one fourth of the reve- 


| nues of the United States are annually lost in the 


collection, and for a large part of that loss a system 
of the service which is fatally unsound may reason- 
ably be held responsible.” 

It appears to me that this commission do not 
undertake inferentially to agree to the propo: 
sition as to the quantum of loss that there is. 


| On the contrary they say that it is not capable 


of being ascertained, and they only inform the 
President, as one reason why he should carry 
out the law of Congress, that it is stated by 
people who make figures a part of their bust 
ness that there is so much. ‘lhey say, ** we 


| cannot tell whether there is or not; but what- 


ever there may be, be it more or less, is prob 
ably referable is some degree to the system, a 
well as to other circumstances which are beyoud 
the control of any system.’’ Now, I think so 
much is due to this commission. 


Mr. MORTON. My friend will allow me to 


say that I expressly stated that the commis 
sion did not make the statement on their 
authority, but said it was made by those who 
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e the calculation. But I want to ask 
action. Ys ask the Senator from Vermont 
a - from Illinois did not quote that 
ant this afternoon on this floor as evi- 

of the fact that one fourth of all the 
nes were lost in that way? I ask if that 
..t eaid here on the floor this afternoon? 
, Mr. EDMUNDS. As I said before, I was 
' and cannot answer. My friend 
illinois, sometimes in the enthusiasm for 
mublie service which always characterizes 
luct, may have given a cast to this as 
yr eranted what these gentlemen only 
« been stated, and if you will read all 
ysay upon the subject, it shows clearly 
hey informed the President’ that they did 
' ail to be responsible for it at all, but 
trary, used it only as a consideration 
e presented to cod mind as showing that 
more oO from these 
S which a better ote of service might 
» come degree Pin T 
Mr. TRUMBULL. [hope the Senator from 
Vermont, as he was not present, when he at- 
tributes some remé arks to my enthusiasm, will do 
e the justice of allowing me to correct that on 
s occasion at least. I read every word that 
they said on that subject just as he read it; 
the very same paragraphs were read to the 
Sey ate, and the whole of them. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I now yield to my friend 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. CAMERON. ] 
Mr. ROBERTSON. I rise to demand the 





resent 


YT 
the con 


re ID r he r le ASS loss 


Til ar order. 
Mr. SUMNER. And Idemand the regular 
Mr. EDMUNDS. If anybody rises to de- 
mand the regular order, I believe I will go on. 
CAMERON. I believe Il have the floor 
by permission of the Senator from Vermont. 
“Mr. SUMNER. But before the motion is 
I want to demand the regular order. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I believe I have the 


nit 
U 
‘ 


or. 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont is still on the floor. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I yield to the Senator 
from Pennsylvania. 

lhe VICK PRESIDENT. 

om Vermont yields the floor, the Chair will 

cognize, by the usage of the Senate, the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina or the Senator from 
Ren sachusetts to call for the regular order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I yield to the Senator 


from Pennsylvania. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont yields to the Senator from 


Pennsylvania; but pending the motion of t 
Senator from Pennsylvania, two Senators de- 
mand the regular order, and the Chair will 
state that by the usage of the Senate, repeated 
everal times from the Chair, at any time before 
adopting a motion for executive session or an 
adjournment, when the regular order has been 
nformally passed over, it can be called up on 
the demand of any Senator, so that it shall be 
the business on which the Senate shall adjourn. 
lhe Chair so stated to-day at one o’clock, and 
so stated previously when it was informally 
passed over two or three times for the pur- 
pose of discussing other matters. - 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Whatisthe regular order, 
= President ? 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. The amnesty bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope my honorable 
friend from Massachusetts will not interfere to 
prevent my having the courtesy of replying to 
my friend from Wi isconsin. 

Mr. SUMNER. The amnesty bill with the 


If the Senator | 


| debate about it. 


this body (as has been done to-day in refer- 
to my friend from Wisconsin) to allow a 
Senator to submit remarks upon a question of 
this kind at any convenient season. Now, if 
my friend from Massachusetts insists on eut- 


ence 


TT 


ting me off on Monday from completing what | 


I desire to say, then I must go on now. 

Mr. SUMNER. Iam onlyone. The Sen- 
ator from South Carolina has a special interest 
in the pending measure, and we both desire 
to press it toavote. It has been put ae 
informally, as the Senator knows, to-day for 
the very question on which he is Rothe: 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Well, Mr. President, I 
do not wish to appeal to my friend and have a 
I think I can get along. I 
give now, then, that I shall move to 
amend the amendment of = Senator from 
Massachusetts now pending, by adding a pro- 
vision which shall provide also for equal rights 


notice 


| in the civil service, upon which I shall address 


ihe Senate on Monday. [Li 
The VICK PRESIDENT. 
business, being the amnesty bill, is, on the de- 
mand of several Senators, now before the Sen- 
ate, and the Senator from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
CAMERON] moves that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of executive 

Mr. CAMERON. That is my motion. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I ask my friend from 
Pennsylvania to withdraw that for a moment. 

Mr. CAMERON. I will not yield. 

Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator withdraw 
it to enable me to ea motion? I desire 
to move to the present and all 
previous orders for the purpose of taking up 
the concurrent resolution fixing the time of 
adjournment 

Mr. SUMNER. [hope not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS, (to Mr. Cameron.) If 
you do not go on with your executive business, 
[ will go on with my speech. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
tor oe Pennsylvania yield? 

Mr. CAMERON. f do not yield at all. 

The V TC EK PRESIDENT. The motion for 


executive the. highest motion 


wughter. ] 


business. 


mak 


postpone 


Does the Sena- 


an session is 


| before the Senate except a motion to adjourn, 
| and it is nowto be decided by the Senate. It 


| rules. 


| moved that the 


pen ding amendment has been under discussion | 


some ds ays, and I think the Senator will agree 
that it is important we should arrive at a vote. 
Mr. E DMUNDS. _I will state, then, simply 
that if it is not the pleasure of my friend from 
Massachusetts to permit me to make some re- 
marks on Monday in reply to my friend from 
Wisconsin, I ean, of course, submit to the 
pleasure of the Senate and make them now ; 


but I had the impression that it was usual in \| to ask the indu iIge ence of 


42p Cone. 2p Szss.— No. 30. 


is not a debatable motion according to the 
Senator from Pennsylvania. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business. After half an hour spent in execu- 
tive session, the doors were reopened, and (at 
four o’clock and thirty-nine minutes p. 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF 
THURSDAY, 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


January 18, 1872 


Th 7 ‘ope tag ae oem Prayer 
by the iplain, Rev. J. Butter, D. D. 
The Focus of us was read and 


approved. 
ADJOU 

Mr. PETERS. I rise to a privileged ques 
tion. I move that when the House adjourns 
to-morrow it be to meet on Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PETERS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the motion was agreed to ; and also 
motion to reconsider be laid 


RNMENT OVER. 


on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
STURGEON BAY SHIP-CANAL. 
Mr. SAWYER, 
offered the following resolution ; 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, retary of War be directed 
to communicate to House a copy of the sup- 


consent, 
which was 


by unanimous 


That the S« 
the 


plementary report made by Major D. C. Houston, 
of the « ineer corps, of the examination, survey, 
and estimat tor t onstructio f the Sturgeon 
bay and Lake Michigan ship-canal. 
SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE. 
The SPEAKE! The is compelled 
the ‘House, Owing 


Che unfinished | 


The question is on the motion of the | 


m, ) 


|| provisions 


| regiment Ma 


| by which the bill was passed ; 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


to the extreme illness of a member of his 
family, he is not able to preside to-day, and 
nominates the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Dawes] as Speaker pro tempore till to- 
morrow. 


CLAIM OF TEXAS, 


Mr. CLARKE, of Texas, by unanimous con- 
sent, submitted the following resolution: which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and is 
hereby, directed to inform this louse why the mone y 


appropriated in the acts of Congress of March 


1869, and June 23, 1870, has not been paid to the 


State of Texas as p srovided for in said acts, 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS 


KELLEY, by unanimous 
leave was granted for the withdrawal 
from the files of the House of papers in the 
case of John Davis, an applicant for a pen- 
sion ; and the same were referred to the Com 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. 
consent, 


DEPOSITS IN NATLONAL BANKS. 

Mr. KERR. Mr. Speaker, a paper has beea 
supplied to the Committee of Ways and Means 
setting forth some very material and interest- 
ing facts relating to matters pending 
that committee, which it is very desirable 
should be printed pamphlet form. Itisa 
tabulated statement showing the amount of 
public securities deposited with the seen: 
ment by those n: ational banks which 
national depositaries, as securities for Govern- 
ment deposits placed in their keeping either 
by the Secretary of the Treasury or by any 
Government officer, and it also contains a 
statement of the average amount of such Gov- 
ernment deposits per week with each national 
depositary during the last fiscal year. I move 
that the communication be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. 
the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The regular 
order of business being demanded, the morn- 
ing hour commences at fifteen minutes after 
twelve o’clock, and reports are in order from 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


SARAIL WHITING. 


before 


are als 


I call for 


Mr. PECK, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill (H. R. No. 107 
granting a pension to Sarah Whiting; which 
was re ad a first and second time. 

The que stion was upon orde ring 
bee ae and read a third time. 

The bill directs the Secretary ot 
rior t ) place on the pension roll 


the bill to 


; the Inte- 
; subj ct to the 
and limitations of the pension laws, 
the name of Sarah Whiting, widow of Jo 
B. Whiting, late second tenant twenty-sixth 
ssachu lunteers 

The bill was ordered to be « 
read a third time; and being 
accordingly read the third tims 

Mr. PECK 


<eph 
lieu : 
setts v 
and 
it was 
:,and passed. 

moved to reconsider the vote 
and also moved 


ugrossed 


engrossed, 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
MARTHA A, JONES. 


Mr. PECK, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill (H. R. No. 1065) granting a 
pension to Martha A. Jones; which was read 
a first and second time. 

The question was upon ordering it to be 


| engrossed and read a third time. 


‘The bill was read. It directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to place on the pension-roll, 
subject to the provisions and limitations of the 
pension laws, the name of Martha A. Jones, 
widow of Oliver P. Jones, late a private in 
the one hundred and fifth regiment Indiana 
volunteers, from and after the passage of the 
act. 

Mr. 
case? 

The SPEAKER 


McGREW. Is there a report in this 


The Chair 


pro tempore. 
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is informed that there is no report accompany- | granting a pension to Ann G. Barker ; which 
ing the bill. | was read a first and second time. 

Mr. PECK. I have a report here, and I || The question was upon ordering the bill to 
ask that it be read. be engrossed and read a third time. 

The report was It sets forth that The bill, which was read, directs the Secre- 
Oliver P. Jones was enrolled in company F, || tary of the Interior to place upon the pension- 
one hundred and fifth Indiana volunteers, on } roll the name of Ann G. Barker, widow of 
the 10th of July, 1863, to serve for nine days || Thomas Barker, late captain in the first regi- 
48 @ militiaman, and was killed on the 14th || ment of United States infantry, at the rate of 
of July, 1863, in the Morgan raid. The com- || ten dollars per month, for the period com- 
mittee state that the case is well made out, but |! mencing November 14, 1839, and ending Feb- 
was rejected at the Pension Office, because the || ruary 8, 1853, the former date being that of 
company were not regularly mustered into the || her husband’s death, and the latter that on. 
service of the United States. || which her name was placed on the pension- 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and \| roll. 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was |} Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. || hear some explanation of this bill. 

Mr. PECK moved to reconsider the vote by |} Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. 
which the bill was passed; and also moved || report be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. The Committee on Invalid Pensions submit the 
The latter | following report upon the application of Ann G. 
| Barker, widow of Captain Thomas Barker, first 
|| regiment United States infantry: 
r 


read, 


Let the 


motion was agreed to. 


ADVERSE REPORT 


Mr. PECK, from the same committee, re 


ported ndverst y upon the petition of Mrs. 
Klizabeth Oechslin, of Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 


| Barker, died of disease contracted in the line of his 
| duty, in the swamps of Florida, on 14th November, 

1839. Under the general act of Congress, approved 
: , i e : February 3, 1853, the petitioner has received a pen- 
vania, widow of Meinrad Oechslin, private |) sion from that date, and she now asks that a pension 
in company K, twenty-seventh Pennsylvania || be granted to her from the death of her husband, 
rolunteers ; who ‘drowned on June 15 14th November, 1839, up to Sd February, 1853. And 
VORURVOCTS, . ; . | in support of this request, she refers to numerous 
or 16, 1861, and the same was laid upon the instances in which Congress, in precisely similar 
table. | cases, provided that the pension . 
|| from the date of the husband’sdeath. On30thJuly, 
|| 1853, Congress passed an act granting a pension to 
|| Mrs. Elizabeth Armistead, widow of General Walker 


was 


WILLIAM H. BRIDGES 


Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, fromthe Com- 


mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported back a || November 1, 1845. And by the act of 26th February, 
bill (H. R. No. 712) granting a pension to || 1853, the pension granted to Mrs, Elizabeth V. Lomax 
Willi ; H. Brid cas ; lati ] was changed to commence 27th March, 1842. 
liliam . bridges, with a recommendation 1] Many other instances might be cited to show the 
that the saine do pass. || action of Congress in dealing with applications of 
The question was upon ordering the bill to |! I, Du! : b 
4 i 7 "= i h des - || the pension from the time of death, and in the case 
se engrossed and read a third time. : now in hand there are many circumstances which 
The bill, which was read, directs the Secre- |} appeal strongly to the generosity of Congress. Mrs. 
tary of the Interior to place upon the pension- | 


Barker is quite old and needy; 
roll, subject to the limitations and provisions 


of the pension laws, the name of William H. | Clair, and her son died of disease contracted in the 
Bridges, late a private in company A, four- || 8" for the suppression of the rebellion. Thus, 
F I I xe ’ | husband, son, father, and grandfather rendered 


teenth regiment ol Indiana volunteers, “0d || faithful service to the country in the hour of its 
pay him a pension from the passage of this | trial, and two of them lost their lives from disease 
act. || contracted in the Army. In view of the action of 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and Congress In other cases of this kind, of the strong 


; claim which the petitioner has upon the gratitude 
of the nation, and of her present needy condition, 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 

accordingly read the third time, aud passed. 
Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, moved to 

reconsider the vote by which the bill was 

passed; and also moved that the motion to 

reconsider be laid on the table. , 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


rate of ten dollars per month from 14th November, 
1839, to3d February, 1853, is earnestly recommended. 


R. M. SPEER. 

|| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Lhavenot much 
|| heart to say anything about this or any other 
|, pension bill. But I wish to eall the attention 
MARY WADE, | of the House to what is involved in the pas- 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, from the same | sage of this bill. Here isa person who has 
committee, also reported a bill (H. 8. No. 1066) : , . - 
granting a pension to Mary Wade; which was || @lready, and is now drawing a pension. The 
read a first and second time. | proposition of this bill is to give her a pension 

The question was upon ordering the bill to || for fourteen years more, running back from 
be engrossed and read a third time. _ 1853 to 1839. That is in accordance with the 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secre- || general pension bill reported from this same 
tary of the Interior to place upon the pension- || COMmittee yesterday, proposing to date all 
roll, subject to the provisions and limitations || Petsons back to the time when the death or 
of the pension laws, the name of Mary Wade, || disability occurred. 
of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, the mother of || In the course of the debate yesterday I stated 
Jenny Wade, who was killed while baking || #* ® rough estimate that I had no doubt the 
bread for the Union soldiers, and to pay her || bill then passed would take twenty million 
a pension at the rate of eight dollars per dollars out of the Treasury. 
month, from July 3, 1863, the date of her said || Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. The gentle- 
daughter's death, to continue during the || man will permit me to say that the bill passed 
widowhood of the said Mary Wade, she hay- || yesterday applies only 
ing been dependent for support on her said |} Mr.GARFIELD, of Ohio. The gentleman 
daughter. || will excuse me till [get through. Weare now 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 





read a third time ; and being engrossed, it was || has been for nineteen years receiving a pen- | 


accordingly read the third time, and passed. _|| sion, and we propose to add fourteen more 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, moved to | years by a simple act of this kind. Six or 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was i seven of these bills have been passed through 
passed; and also moved that the motion to || this morning without anybody being heard five 
reconsider be laid on the table. || minutes in debate, and without their being 

The latter motion was agreed to. | voted for by two members or against by one. 
in ean || I ask the House to vote this bill down. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. The gentle- 
man from Ohio entirely misapprehends the 





i 
Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, from the same | 
committee, also reported a bill (H. R. No. 1067) |} 


this kind, but the principle itself is just of dating | 


t ¢ her grandfather | 
|| was an Officer in the Revolution; her father was an | 
officer in the Indian wars under Wayne and &t. | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I would like to | 


The husband of the petitioner, Captain Thomas | 





January 18, 


= 
yesterday. That bill, by its express terms 
applies only to the soldiers of the war for on 
suppression of the rebellion, ° 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Certainly; ang 
there are now about one hundred and seventy. 
live thousand on the rolls to whom the bill 
would apply. ' 
Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. The lady fo, 
whose relief this bill is designed is the widow 
of a soldier who lost his life in the Florida war 
and hence her case is not reached at all by the 
provisions of the bill passed yesterday, ~ 
Now, Mr. Speaker, it has been the practice 
of Congress in precisely similar cases to date 
the pension from the time of the death. (Cop. 
gress has done this in repeated instances; and 
even when special bills have been passed datin 
the pension from the passage of the act, bills 
have subsequently been introduced and passed 
changing the time of the commencement of the 
pension, and dating it back to the death of the 
party. Now, why should an exception be 
made in this ease? Here is a widow whose 
grandfather was a soldier in the revolutionary 
war, whose father and husband were soldiers 


in the Indiam war, and whose son was a go)- 
| dier in the war for the suppression of the rebel. 


| lion. 


10uld commence | 


K. Armistead, dating it from the time of his death, | 


She is now, I believe, over eighty years 
old, and is feeble and dependent. The jj] 
reported by the committee proposes to give 
her a pension of only ten dollars a month, 
instead of what she ought to have, twenty-five 
dollars a month, from the time of the death of 
her husband up to the passage of the general 
law in 1858. The bill is just; it is in accord. 
ance with repeated precedents of Congress, 
and I trust this House will pass it. It has the 
unanimous concurrence of the committee. 

Mr. WILLARD. Mr. Speaker, it seems to 
me that in acting upon bills of this character, 
we should act with a thorough understanding 
of the principle involved. It is true, as has 
been stated here, that during the last Congress 
both pension committees of this House inya- 


| riably, I think, reported against bills like this, 


; tee on 


|| the passage of a bill granting hera pension, at the | 


granting back pensions. Constantapplications 
are made to both committees—the Commit- 
tevolutionary Pensions and War of 
1812, and the Committee on Invalid Pensions— 
for arrears of pensions or back pensions in 
cases like this; and it is always urged that 


| the parties asking this relief are old, infirm, 


- 


and in great need, and that the gratuity will 
‘**smoothe their way to the grave.’’ There is 
no doubt, of course, of this fact. There is 
no doubt, of course, that a gratuity or pension 
of this sort would be a pecuniary benefit to the 


| person receiving it. But that, as an argument 


been upon our pension-roll for nineteen years | 


by itself, is, it seems to me, no reason why we 
should grant such applications. 

The policy which both Houses of Congress 
have acted upon is that these arrears of pen- 
sions or back pensions shall not be granted; 
and I agree with the gentleman from Ohio 
[ Mr. GARFIELD] that if they are to be granted 
it should be done by a general law. Let it be 
understood, when applications for pensionsare 
made before these committees, that the pen- 
sion, if granted, is to date from the time when 
the injury was received, or, in the case of a 
widow, from the period of thedeath. Let the 
pension go back in all cases; for it is quite 
as just in one case as another. The fact that 
the party applying is in poverty and distress 
does not add at all to the justice of the claim, 


| although it may operate as a stronger appeal 


qi : | to our sympathies. 
rhe bill was ordered to be engrossed and || taking up the specific case of a person who | 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I only desire to 


| say one word further. 


Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. 
to the gentleman for one minute. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I only want half 
a minute. The bill which passed yesterday, 
and which I tried to get the House to con- 
sider, I find since is an old customer in this 
House. It was here three times before, the 
first time in 1854, when, after deliberate exam- 
ination, it was rejected, and twice since then 1t 


I will yield 


|| effect of the pension bill passed in this House | has been considered and rejected. Notwith- 


1872. 
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standing all that, it became a law yesterday 
er the new arrangement and the new spirit 
this House to pass all bills of this 
character. It would seem that after twenty 
years we are to break up all the precedents 
of the past in reference to these pension bills. 
Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. Lf the distin- 
guished chairman ot the Committee on Appro- 
riations Will direct his v igilant eyes to stop- 
ping the large leaks in the public Treasury, 
instead of attacking bills for the reliet of 
the poor widows of gallant soldiers who died 
in the service of the country, he will entitle 
himself to more honor and credit. 1 demand 


the previous question. oe he 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I shal! demand 
the yeas and nays on the passage of the bill. 

The House divided ; and there were—ayes 
54, noes 50; no quorum voting. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. GAarFieLp 
of Ohio, and Mr. SPEER of Pennsylvania, were 
appointed. 

The House again divided ; 
reported—ayes 78, noes 51. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was ordered to be put. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I demand the 

yeas and nays on the passage of the bill. 
“ Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that the bill 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar. I believe the 
motion is in order, as the previous question 
exhausted itself on the engrossment of the 
pill. a = 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill has 
been read a third time, and the motion is not 
in order. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
now referred ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It cannot. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 105, nays 69, not voting 
65: as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Arthur, Barnum, Beatty, 
Bell, Beveridge, Biggs, Bingham, Bird, James G. 
Blair, Bright, George M. Brooks, Buitlinton, Benja- 
min F, Butler, Caldwell, Coburn, Coghlan, Conger, 
Conner, Cox, Crebs, Crossland, Davis, Donnan, Du 
Bose, Duke, Dunnell, Edwards, Eldridge, Ely, Far- 
well, Forker, Charles Foster, Frye, Garrett,Getz, Gol- 
laday, Griffith, Haldeman, Hambleton, Handley, 
Harmer, Harper, John T. Harris, Hawley, Hay, Here- 
ford, Herndon, Houghton, Kerr, King, Kinsella, 
Lamison, Lamport, Lansing, Leach, Manson, Mar- 
shall, Maynard, McClelland, McCrary, McHenry, 
MelIrtyre, McJunkin, McNeely, Benjamin F. Mey- 
ers, Moore, Morgan, Leonard Myers, Negley, Orr, 
Hosea W. Parker, Isaac C. Parker, Peck, Eli Perry, 
Potter, Price, Read, Edward Y. Rice, John M. Rice, 
Ritchie, Rogers, Roosevelt, Seeley, Sherwood, Sia- 
ter, Sloss, R. Milton Speer, Thomas J. Speer,Suther- 
land, Terry, Thomas, Turner, Twichell, \ aughan, 
Waddell, Wakeman, Wallace, Walls, Wells, Wheeler, 
er neres, Williams of New York, Winchester, and 

on —105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Ames, Archer, Barber, 
Austin Blair, Braxton, Buckley, Burchard, Freeman 
Clarke, Cotton, Dawes, Eames, Farnsworth, Fink- 
elnburg, Wilder D. Foster, Garfield, George E. Har- 
ris, Havens, Gerry W. Hazleton, John W. Hazleton, 
Hibbard, Hoar, Holman, Kelley, Kellogg, Ketcham, 
Lewis, Lowe, McCormick, McGrew, McKee, Mer- 
cur, Merriam, Monroe, Niblack, Packard, Packer, 
Palmer, Pendleton, Perce, Peters, Poland, Prindle, 
Ellis Hi. Roberts, William R. Roberts, Rusk, Saw- 
yer, Scofield, Shanks, Sheldon, Shellabarger, Shoe- 
maker, Slocum, John A. Smith, Snyder, Sprague, 
Starkweather, Stoughton, Stowell, Strong, Taffe, 
Washington Townsend, Tyner, Upson, Waldron, 
W hiteley, Willard, Williams of Indiana, and John 
= W ilson—s9. 2 

NOT VOTING—Mesgsrs. Adams, Averill, Banks, 
Barry, Beck, Bigby, James Brooks, Burdett, Roder- 
ick R. Butler, Campbell, Carroll, William T. Clarke, 
Cobb, Comingo, Creely, Critcher, Crocker, Darrall, 
De Large, Dickey, Dox, Duell, Elliott, Henry D. 

oster, Goodrich, Hale, Halsey, Hancock, Hanks, 
Hays, Hiil, Hooper, Kendall, Killinger, Lynch, Mc- 
Linney, Merrick, Mitchell, Morey, Morphis, Aaron 
F. Perry, Platt, Porter, Rainey, Randall, Robinson, 
Sargent, Sessions, Shober, H. Boardman Smith, 
Vorthington C. Smith, Snapp, Stevens, Stevenson, 


und 
evinced in 


and the tellers 


Cannot the bill be 


+ 


Storm, St. John, Swann. Sypher, Dwight Townsend, 


Tuthill, Van Trump, Voorhees, Walden, Warren, 


Jeremiah M. Wilson, and Youung—65. 


So the bill was passed. 


| 


Pending the vote, 
Mr. BRAXTON said: I have been requested 
by my colleague, Mr. Crircner, to state that he 


| is detained from the House by illness. 


Mr. HANDLEY. [I havealso been request- 
ed by my colleague, Mr. Dox, to state that he is 
confined to his room by sickness. 

Mr. MORGAN. [I stated the other day that 
my colleague, Mr. CAMPBELL, was detained at 
home by sickness, but it did not get to the ears 
of the reporters. 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. Idonot know whether 
it has been stated before, but my colleague, 
Mr. McKinney, is sick, and confined to his 
bed. 


Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. I move that 


| the reading of the names be dispensed with. 


| Same cominittee, 


The motion was agreed to. 


The vote was then announced as above 
recorded. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

‘The latter motion was agreed to. 

FLAVIA COASH, 
Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, from the 
reported adversely on tl 
bill (WH. R. No. 36) for the relief of Flavia 
Coash; and the same was laid on the table. 


NANCY ANNE SPURGEON, 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, also, from the 
same committee, reported back, with the 
recommendation that it do pass, the bill (H. 
Kt. No. 115) granting a pension to Nancy Anne 


Spurgeon, widow of Josiah Spurgeon, of Lewis 


_ county, Missouri. 


‘Lhe question was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 
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the widow all she asks for, and would have 
been gi id to give her more. 

Mr. MOORE. I desire to make just one 
statement, which will apply to this and other 
similar cases. lhe Committee on Llnvalid 
Pensions have recommeuded during the pres- 


| ent session, and the House has passed several 


| bills granting pensions from the date of the 


death of the person on account of whose ser- 
vices the claim is made. In such cases they 
have been governed by this principle, that 
where acase is pertectly regular, and has failed 
in the Department in consequence of some 
simple technicality which the Commissioner 
could not override, the committee should ree- 
ommend the pension to be granted from the 
date of death. But there is presented to us 
here quite a number of cases which are some- 
what anomalous. They are not regular, and 


| could not by any means, under any law, be 


| cases of merit. 


7 


_the pension from the dat 


got through the Pension Bureau. Neverthe- 
less they are sometimes cases of hardship and 
And yet they are not of a 
class of cases which appeal to us as strongly 
as the other class of cases | have mentioned. 


| It is simply a gratuity on the part of the Gov 


ernment to grant these pensions. In all such 
cases we have recommended the granting of 
: of the passage of 
the act; and for that reason we have reported 
the bill in the form in which it is. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I would say to 
the House that this is a case which has come 
under my own observation. ‘The person on 
account of whose services the pension is to be 


|| granted resided at the time of his death near 


‘he bill directs the Secretary of the Interior 
| to place on the pension-roll, subject to the 


provisions and limitations of the pension laws, 
the name of Nancy Anne Spurgeon, widow of 
Josiah Spurgeon, at the rate of eight dollars 
per mouth, to commence at the date of the 
passage of this act and continue during widow- 
hood. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
reading of the report. 

The report was read. 


1 ask for the 


It states that it was 


proven by the testimony that the husband of 


| 
\ 
iH 


the petitioner was regularly enlisted a private 
in company L, eleveuth regiment Missouri 
State militia cavalry volunteers, on the 11th 
July, 1862. Onthe 18th Jaly, seven days after 
his enlistment, he was killed at the battle of 
Pierce’s Mill, while fighting in the ranks of 
his company. In consequence of not having 
been mustered, the application of the peti- 
tioner for peusion was rejected by the Pension 
Bureau. 
the reason that no opportunity was offered him 
prior tohisdeath. Lhe Missouri State militia, 
to which he belonged, was in reality a volun- 
teer force organized by Federal authority. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to say 
that it seems to me that the report carries on 
its face a good reason why we should pass the 
bill, and furthermore the bill follows the good 
old rule, which we have almost always followed 
hitherto, to date the beginning of the pension 
from the passage of the act. 1 will give my 
hearty support to the passage of the bill. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I move to amend 
the bill as follows: 

Strike out the words ‘‘after the date of the pas- 


sage of this act,’’ and insert in lieu thereof “from 
the death of the husband.” 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Ha, ha! 

Mr. SPEER, ot Pennsylvania. [ would just 
say that the amendment proposed by the gen 
tleman from Missouri [Mr. Biarr] is in my 
judgment entirely just, and bad not thebill, 
as originally introduced aud printed, fixed the 
commencement of the pension from the pas- 
sage of the act, | would have reported a bill 
from the committee in the form in which it is 
now proposed to amend it. As it was | give 


ihe deceased was not mustered for | 


\| man from Missouri , Mr. 
| . 
to support hisown amendmentin his own right. 


ii 


the county seat of the county in which I my- 
self reside. Iwas well acquainted with him 
and with his family before his death, and I 
have been well acquainted with his family 
since. 1 know that the facts have been truly 
reported ; and it does seem to me that it would 
be a very great hardship that a person who had 
bidden farewell to his family and his home to 
engage in the service of his country —— 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. I cannot 
yield further to the gentleman from Missour 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
SLAIR | is on the floor 


Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. Can the 
gentleman from Missouri consume the whole 
morning hour ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man from Missouri is entitled to one hour in 
support of his own amendment. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. The gen- 
tleman will talk his amendment to death if he 
goes on any longer. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
leave the question to the House. 

The question was put on the amendment; 
and there were—ayes thirty-seven, noes not 
counted. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 


Very well; I 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to 


| reconsider be laid on the table. 


‘The latter motion was agreed to. 
MARTHA B. WILLIAMS. 


Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania, from the same 
committee reported a-bill (H. R. No. 1068) 
granting a pension to Martha B. Williams. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Sec 
retary of the Interior to place upon the pen 
sion-roil, subject to the provisions and limita 
tions of the pension laws, the name of Martha 
Bb. Williams, mother of John A. Caven, late 
captain of company G, eleventh indiana vol 
unteers, and to pay her a pension from the 
8th day of February, 1866, and during ber 
widowhood. 








if 
4 
4 


| 
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call for the 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. ! 


reading of the ort in this case. — 

The report was read from it it ay pears 
that Captain Caven was nustered into the 
vice on the 22d of November, 1861, and dis 


charged on the 22d of November, 1864. He 
died on the 8th of February, 1866. ihe com- 
mittee state that the proof of the support by 
the son and the dependence upon him by the 
mother is clear and satislactory, but the “appil- 
cation was rejected by the Commissioner of 
Pensions on the ground that the proof did not 
satisfy bim that the disease of which the sol 
dier died was contracted in th ervice. Lhe 
comrnitlee are ol thi Opin i that il ; cleat ly 
proved that when he enlered the Army he was 


ua healthy man, and tie when he Was dls- 


charged his health was brokeu, and continued 
growing wor e unt his d 
Mr. GARI Ohio. Imovetoamend 


the bill by striking out the words “from the 
8th day of February, 1866, and,’’ and insert- 
ing in lieu thereof ** from the passage of this 


act, and to continue 
Mr. SPEER, of Penns) lvania. 
amendment will not prevail. 
The question Was } ut on the 
and there 
voling. 


| hope that 


amendment; 
wert ayes 63, noes 16; 


Mr. GarrieLp, of 
Pennsylvania, were 


Te ee Seinen and 
Ohio, and Mr. Speer, of 
appointed, 

the House d and the tellers report 
ed- ayes St venty nine, noes 


ivided 
not counted. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I believe the 
morning hon has expired 
The SPE AKE Rt protempore. What motion 


has the gentieman to 


make 2 The morning || 
hour will continue 


until a motion of a higher || 
privilege shall be made. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Then, if this 
bill is to I want to ask the gentleman 
one aes I understand that the only 
yp in this case, as reported in the report 
0 . thao committee, is that in the judgment of 
this man was sound when he 
went into the Army. Now, in the judgment 
of the Commissioner of Pensions there is not 
sufficient evidence to show whether the man 


pass, 


the committee 


received his disability in the Army or was 
unsound and had incurred his disability before 
he wentin. Sir, I do not quite see that this 


House 18 COMpetent to decide medical ques- 
of that sort. The case has gone through 
the Pension Office, and they have rejected 
it on the ground that the evidence has 
failed to convince the Commissioner that in 


tous 


wil 


this case the dis 


was incurred in the 
Army. We are now called upon to say, out 
of hand, that the Pension Office was wrong in 
this decision, and that the man was sound 


when he went into the Army and did get his 
there. I do not see any suflicient 
evidence of that fact. It is simply said in the 
report that the committee think the man was 

yund when he went into the Army. Now, if 
we are going to override the action of the 
Commissioner of Pensions in all cases of 
we may override them until dooms- 
day, and all such cases need simply be appealed 


t his action. 1 hope the bill 


disability 


this s rt, 


to us to override 
will not pas 

Mr. MOORE. 
overruling 
we would 


I wish to say in reference to 
the Commissioner of Pensions that 
never have a case before the Com- 


1] sioner of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


They passed upon his case, and said 


that 





January 18 


1] —— — 


his services, the Government sets up a de 


ens 

when they took him into the service he was a || that the man was unsound when he e a 
sound man: a id the proof is overwhelming the servic: +, ne twit hstanding the ré por of ‘ 
that he was a sound man when he went into || examining surgeon when he enlisted, Now ‘1 
the service. There is nothing irregular in the || say that when men perform their duty yo 
case. This is the claim of a poor widow, and || shall not trace them back previous to th. ‘. 
| hope it will be some satisfaction to the gen- enlistment, an d allege that the examinin, Y gur. 
tleman from Ohio, who is the chairman of || geon who allowed them to enter the service 
the Committee on Appropriations, { Mr. GAR- did not perform his duty. His act of taking 
FIELD, | to find that by taxing a poor widow 1} them is an equitable estoppel to any such 
he has saved a few dollars to the Treasury. || plea 1 know a case, and there are thousands 

Mr. POTTER. I desire to address an in- || similar, of men hale and hearty when they en. 
quiry to the chairman of the Committee on || tered the service—I know the case of a strong 
Invalid Pe nsion 8. 


Mr. MOORE. Very well. 
Mr. POTTER i desire to 
in this case the Committee on Pensions hat 
before them evidence 
the Commissioner of 
Mr. MOORE. They had parole 
medical testimony in abundance 
Mr. POTTER. Other than that 
before the Committee on Pensions who passe¢ 
upon this case ? 
“Mr. MOORE. I 
to that. 


Pensions? 


cannot say positively ir 


reference 


Mr. POTTER. Iwish thisinformation, anc 
l therefore address my inguiry to the gentle 
man from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. Spee Ry | to whon 
l am referred by the chairman of the commit 
tee, and I ask him whether the committee ha‘ 


other evidence before them in support of this 
before the | 


than that which had been 
Commissioner who passed upon this case? 
Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. 


| claim 


{ Mr. Porrer, ] I have this to say: 
know what evidence 
Pensions. 


I do no 
was before the Commis 


we had additional evidence, 
We had evidence to satisfy us that this was ar 
honest claim, and that was enough. 


Mr. POTTER. 


| 
i 
} 
| 


One other question. 


| in support of his claim? 
|} Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. 
| nothing at all to prevent it that I know of. 


Mr. POTTER. 





man from Ohio, { Mr. GarFieLD. } 


missioner, comes before this 


us to review the judgment of the ¢ 
of Pensions in a ease in which, if the 


| pension. For one, 


1 am not prepared to do so. 


[hisis not acase of new facts; it is not a ques- 


tion of one who cannot have a new hearing of 


his case, but simply a question whether this 


Houseshall sit in review of the judgment of 
the Commissioner of Pensions. 
not believe that is our duty. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then there would 
be no necessity for a Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. L. MYERS. I know nothing more of 
the facts in this case than what I have heard 
here, bat I shall favor this bill. Such cases 
as these show that we should enlarge the law ; 


| that an amendment of the law. to this extent 


> . . . 
mittee of Ps nsious it the decision of the Com- | | Should prevail; that the death of a soldier or 


missioner of Pensions should be final in all | 
cases and should never be overruled. 

Now, the statement that we simply give our 
individual opinion as to the disal lity of this 
man is not a correct statement. The medieal 
testimony is absolute thatthe man was received 
into the service by the examining surgeons 
as a sound man. If they made a mists ake in 
examining him and admitting him into the 


service, they have no right afterward to turn || service of his country. 


round and say that he was an unsound man 
at the time he was admitted into the service. | 


sailor in the service should be deemed to be 
| death by reason of service, unless brought 
about by his own act. I have offered several 
times an amendment of that character, and 
hope before long some such amendment will 
be enacted into law. 

Thé Government of the United States ac- 
cepts an enlisted man, the surgeon first pro- 
ni yuncing him a sound man, fit to enter the 


the man dies, and his widow or child or 
mother applies to obtain some slight reward for 


know whether 
additional to that before 
evidence; 


which was 


My colleague on the com- 
mittee, the gentleman from Peunsylvania, | Mr. 
no quorum 4 Speer, ] can state about that. 


In reply to | 
| the inquiry of the gentleman from New York, | 


I do not know whether 
| we had precisely the same evidence, or whether 
or what we had. 


Was 
there anything to prevent this applicant going 
before the Commissioner of Pensions the sec- 
'| ond time if he had additional evidence to offer || 


There was 


Then we come right back, |! as we trust we 
Mr. Speaker, to the point made by the gentle- 
A person 
whose claim has been examined and rejected 
|| by the Commissioner of Pensions, without new 
| evidence, and without reapplying to the Com- 
House and asks 
som missioner 
1acts || 
claimed are established, the law provides for a 


Now, I do 


Then, later on, when | 


and healthy soldier who, from sleeping n 
the damp g round, expose d to the hig ht a 
cold and rain, in a very brief time bee: ame 
1 || consumpt ive and died. When a pension was 
| applied for, some erudite surgeon—I do yn, 
care Whether in or out of the Pension Office— 
| discovered that he had pulmonary symptoms, 
| or some of his family Saad before he e ntered 
| the service, and sO, under these harsh rulings 
1 |} his widow went Now, anos we 
|| receive these men into the service of the Goy- 
1 || ernment, and they are pronounced sound 
|| men ; 


t 


‘ 
pe nnil ess. 


' hale 
| when they have laid down their lives jy 
|| the service of their country, let us not here 
fuse to give to their families what 1S their 

1 || due, because, forsooth, it is found or suspected 
- || after their death that there were pul 
1 || symptoms, or symptoms of some other di 





about them when they enlisted. I have already 
said an exception can be made where deat/ 
is brought about by the party’s own act, by 
suicide, by drunkenness, or the willful con- 
| cealment of any organic or other diseases, the 
| proof of which can readily be obtained. 

I contend that this is a just case; and further, 


that we should pass a general law, which, in 
the respect now under debate, shal I do j justice 


| te those who go forth to serve the Governme 
| 
| 
| 


| 


t 


expecting the Government to stand by i 
and their families. 

Mr. MOORE. I yield for a moment to my 
friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Maynarp,] who 
wishes to ask a question. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to inquire whether 

| the proof in this case shows that the soldier 
aa to his death by reason of disease con- 
tracted while in the service? 

Mr. MOORE. It does; and I think that the 
} opinion of nine men on a judicious committee, 
are, is entitled to as much re 
spect in reviewing testimony as is the judg: 
ment of the Commissioner of Pensions, and 
that every single member of the committee is 
as competent to pass upon these questions as 
is the Commissioner. Here is a citizen of the 
Government appealing to this Congress, the 
representatives of the people, for re lief upon 
the merits of his case; and I care not what 
may have been the decision of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions. 

I yield to my colleague [Mr. Farnsworru. } 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I con- 
cur in the suggestion of my colleague, [ Mr. 
Moore, | that in the judgment of this House 
the action of our fellow-members constitut- 
ing a committee of this body should weigh 
| quite as much as the opinion of the Commis 
sioner ; nay, even more. For in nine cases out 
of ten the letters disposing of these 
| are signed by the Commissioner of Pensions 
without being read by him. The case is not 
considered by him at all, but is determined an id 
| adjudicated by some clerk. I had a case of 
that sort the other day. I received a letter 
from the Commissioner of Pensions rendering 
| a most extraordinary decision, declaring that 
the heirs of a certain man were not entitled to 
a pension. I went directly up to the Pension 
Office, and it appeared on inquiry that the 
| Commissioner knew nothing about the « case. 
The documents had not been before him, and 
he did not even remember the case. Some 
|| clerk had passed his judgment upon it, and 
| the acting Commissioner, supposing it was all 

right, hs id signed a letter embodying the decis- 

ion, Thatdecision wasreversed in a moment, 


1 | 
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enon as the facts were brought to the Com- 





os sjoner’s attention. 

. ge sir. if the opinion of the Qommis- 
oe Pensions is in all cases to be our 
anid - this House, and if the Committee on 
i valid Pensions have no right to rev jew acase 


which has been before him without additional 
soctimony, as suggested by the gentleman from 
; New - ach. { Mr. Porrer, | there is no neces 
sity for any Committee on Inva id Pensions, 
use the additional testimony may just as 
, presented at the Pension Officeas c re. 
a < MOTTER. The Committee on Invalid 
Ponsions is designed to act upon cases which 
come within the letter of the law, 
in which there are special equitable grounds 
elief; not, as I conceive, to review the facts 
eases regularly examined and rejected 
.e Commissioner. 

Mr. MOORE, I yield for a moment to the 
ventieman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. Banks. ] 
; BANKS. ‘There is an ‘e done 

hese eases which ought to be remedied. 


The Per 


sity 
pe 


wre 


‘ but 
lo not but 


3e0 
in EC 


injusti 


ision Bureau is governed by informa 
tion derived from secret agents, so that the 


ta upon which the judgment is based can 
never be reached. Thus men are frequently 
| of their pensions upon statements 
which could be disproved by irrefutable testi 
nv if we knew what those statements were 
| think that the agents of the Pension Bureau 
do in many cases very great injustice. Hence 
the necessity in some instances that we should 
ler these cases upon testimony produced 
he claimants themselves. 
‘Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania. I move to 
amend the bill by striking out the words 
‘‘and to continue during her widowhood.’’ The 
introduction of those words was an error on 
the part of the gentleman who drew the bill. 
lhe amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MOORE. I now yield to the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. GAnrrFre.p. ] 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to say 
a word in reply to the gentleman from Penn- 
ylvania, [Mr. L. Myers.] He says that when 
the surgeons or mustering officers of the Army 
muster in a man they thereby certify to his 
soundness, and we have no right to go back 
of their decision. I agree that this is sointhe 
case of a man killed in battle, for in sucha 
case the evidence of the man having perished 
in the service is conclusive. But where a man 
goes through the service and comes out alive, 
the case is quite different. 
upon this floor who has commanded in the 
Army but knows there were thousands of cases 
where men with all sorts of diseases were hur- 
riedly mustered into the service and found in a 
few weeks entirely unfit for duty, and who had 
to be mustered out; the mustering officers had 
not done their duty, or there was something 
about the men they could not discover. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Suppose such a man 
was mustered in, and his death was occasioned 
by exposure in the service ; that from the dis- 
eases of the camp or field he died, is not his 
widow entitled to a pension? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will put that 
case ina moment. When a man knows him- 
self to have entered the service, notas a sound 
man, but having in his system the seeds of 
disease, which must inevitably bring about his 

early death, such a man must, by all the rules 
of equity and justice, be ruled out as entitled 
to a pension, because of dying of his old dis- 
ease, and not of any disease contracted in the 
service. 

Mr. BIGGS. I should like to ask the 
tleman a question. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I cannot yield 
just now. It has been so from the beginning 
of the Government up to the present time. 
Men have gone into the Army with cancer 
ready to develop into es rly death, of which the 

surgeon at the time of bis mustering them in 
knew nothing, and they have been disc harged 
in a few weeks when the disability was found 
out. 


consi 


hy t 


There is not a man 


gen- 


sions. I am the last man in the world to-sa 

a word against voting pensions to all persons 
who deserve them. Bat I wish to say to the 
House that more frauds are being perpetrated 


t 


on the Government by claim agents in different 


portions of the country than from almost any 
other single source. A distinguished physician 
told me within the last few months that he 
has known ascore of cases where certifi 
cates have been impr rly given in reference 
to the condition of health of nar it before 


they entered the A himself has been 


rmy. He 


asked ton ake suel 


h certificates, aud has invari- 
ably refused to do so 

Mr. MOORE. ‘The gentleman from Ohio 
asked me to yield to him for one moment, and 
he is now taking up our whole time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man from Ohio is upon the floor in his own 
right. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
offered an amendment, which was voted on 
by the House. and that took the gentleman 
trom Illinois off the floor. 

Mr. MOORE. Lhe tleman from Qhio 
appealed to me to yield to him the floor. | 
had been vielding to other gentlemen right 
along, holding the floor myself, and when the 
gentleman from Ohio asked me to yield to him 
| did 8 ad the Unair recog ized nim. 

The gp i AKER pro tempore. The gentl 
man from 11] nos y elded to the rentieman 
from Per nsylvania to offer an am« ndment 


which was voted « id by 
House that took the gentle 
off the floor. The gent 
then recognized 

Mr. MOORE. T ask 
to yleld to me. 


the rules of 
man 


man 


the 
from iilinois 
from Ohio was 


the gentleman, then, 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I willin halfa 
minute, and that half minute I will use in say- 
ing this: the committee has brought to us no 


evidence that this man incurred his disability 
while inthe Army. It has not brought 
us any paper 
any expert, or indeed 


to show 


before 
idence, any statement of 
the statement of any one, 
d trom the effects ot 
disease contracted in the service. ‘lhese 
tlemen of the committee merely state that they 
think this man was sound when he went 


S, any ev 


that this man di 


gen- 


into 


the service, and net sound when he came out. 
This is not the case of a man killed 
service. He was mustered out of the servic 


he was mustered out he 
committ 


por covers Oontlv two 


and two years after 
died of disease. This 
said to us, and the 


thirds of a page, that in th eir opinion the man 


ee has simp! 


|| was sound when he went into the service, 
| and unsound when he came out. I ask the 
House whether that is the kind of evidence 


| before in rega 


Frequently such men have obtained pen- |! contracted in the service. 


by which we ought to determine 
this kind? 

Mr. MOORE. I will just repeat what I said 
rd to this Krom the proof 
which was before the committee, 
committee, nine members, by unanimous con- 
sent, decided that it was eufiic ient to show this 
pension ought to begranted. Now, that testi- 
mony that this man contracted in 
the service the disease which was the cause of 
his deat . 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
testimony ? 

Mr. MOORE. 
Ohio expect 


a question of 


case. 


we, the entire 


. } 5 
a to show 


Where is the 


Does the gentleman from 
the committee should bring in all 

the testimony and read it tothe House? When 
we make up & summary of the testimony, and 
state the facts, which have been proved, | 
not think the House ought to ask any more of 
any committee. 

Mr. DICKEY. 
Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. GARFIELD, 

Mr. MOORE 


The testimony is at the 


of Ohio. Let us hear it. 
We assert that the man con- 


tracted the disease of which he died in the 
service. I take it upon myself to say to the 
ger tleman that he cannot draw any distinction 


between a man k lled in the service aud aman 
absolutely prove od to have died from disease 


The law makes the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| do 


i to reserve all points 
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same lj 


beral provision for both eases. It makes 


no a stinetion. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
evidence? 

Mr. MOORE. Were port unanimously our 
conclusion trom the te stimony before the com- 
mittee that the disease of which this man died 
was contracted in the service. The affidavits 
are all here. | do not think it necessary to 
inultiply words on this case. I therefore move 
the 


Where is the 


previous que Stion. 


lhe previous question was seconded and 


the main question ordered; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
en grossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed, 


\Ip MOO 


Mr. } RE 


by which the 


moved to reconsider the vote 
biilwas passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF 


Mr. PALMER. 1 


BUSINESS. 


rise to report a bill from 
the Committee on Appropriations, but eA 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. I rm 
Myexs,}| who desires to introduce a bill for 
rejlerence, 

IRON 
MYERS, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill H. kh. No. 1069) to exempt the 
iron ste vats constructed by the city of 
Philadelphia from the inspection required by 
the 28, 1871, entitled ** An aet 
to provide for the better security of life on 
vessels propelled in whole or in part 
by steam, and for other purposes ;’’ which was 
read a first and time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 


STHAM ICE-BOATS., 


Mr. L. 
am ice-b 
act of Febi uary 
board of 


second 


ORDER OF 


prrear sed 
BUSINESS, 


Mr. PALMER. Lyield fora moment to the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. SHELLABARGER. | 

Mr. MOORE. | ask if the House 
would consent, after these bills are reported 
for reference, that the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions sha!l go On with its reports? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The com- 

1 entitled to floor against 

ts for nuanimous consent, if they insist 

[It is on y the mot the gentle- 
m lowa[ Mr. Pa | which can term- 
mor hour business. 


would 


mittee Lhe these 
reques 
upon it. yn of 
man f! 
e the 


ma hilig- 


POST 


Mr. PALMER, from 
Avr ropriat ons, reported * bill (HH. R. No 
1070) making appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office Department for the year 
ending June 30, 1873; which was read a first 


OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


the Committee on 


and sscond time. 

Mr. PALMER. I move that the bill be 
printed and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and that it 
be made a special order for Wednesday of 
next week after the morning hour, and from 
day to day thereafter until disposed of. 

the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


of order on the bill. 


[ reserve all points 


PENSIONS APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CLARKE, of New York, from the Com- 
es on Appropriations, reported a bill (H. 
RK. No. 1071) making appropriations for the 
payment of invalid and other pensions of the 
United States for the year ending June 30, 
1873; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. CLARKKE, of New York. I move that 
the bill be printed and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the [ 
and that it be made a special order for Thurs- 
day next after the morning hour, and from day 
to day thereafter until dis 1 of. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire 
of order on this bill 


nion, 


nose 





RR = eS 
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[INSPECTION OF STEAM VESSELS 

Mr. SHELLABARGER, by unanimous con- 
sent, submitted the following resolution ; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to this House all informa- 
tion in the possession of his Department showing 
the whole number of steam vessels subject to the 
inspection laws of the United States in the years 
1468, 1869, 1870, and 1871, stating these years, sever- 
ally, the tonnage of such vessels, the number thereof 
which in each of said years were lost or injured by 
aceident, the number of persons who were injured 
or lost their lives by such accidents, and the amount 
of property thereby lost; and that, in reporting the 
facts aforesaid, he state the portion of said vessels, 
tonnage, accidents, and which were upon 
waters which flow into the Gulf of Mexico; also of 


Mr. WHITELEY. I first ask for the reading | 
| of the bill. 


The bill was read. It removes all legal and 
political disabilities imposed by the third sec- 
tion of the fourteenth amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States from Herschell 
B. Johnson, of Jefferson county, in the State 
of Georgia, and Jack Brown, of Sumter county, 
in said State. 

Mr. WHITELEY. 
for each of these applicants. They are high- 
toned. liberal men, and when I say that for one 


| opposed to the Republican party I say a great 


thoze upon the lakes, those upon the other rivers \| 
than those flowing to the Gulf of Mexico, and those 


upon our coast, 
F. P. 
wir. CONNER. I offer the following reso- 
lution, and ask its consideration at the present 
time: 


Whereas F. P. Sawyer is, and has been for some 
time past, carrying the United States mails upon cer- 
tain routesin the State of Texas and the Indian 
territory, by special arrangement with the Post Office 
Department; and whereas the said F. P. Sawyer is 
receiving from the Government as a compensation 
for said service one hundred per cent. more than 
was asked by other responsible bidders for the same 
service; and whereas the said F. P. Sawyer has, in 
many instances, failed to comply with the termsof 
this special arrangement, by neglecting to perform 
good and faithful service; and whereas itis believed 
that he has imposed upon the Postmaster General by 
false representations, and that, asa consequence, the 
greater portion of his contracts are “‘jobs,”’ whereby 
the Government is defrauded annually out of large 
sume of money: Therefore, 


SAWYER. 


Resolved, That a special committee of three mem- i] 


bers of this House be appointed by the Speaker to 





investigate frauds in the Post Office Department, | 
and that said committee have power to send for | 


persons and papers, and that the payment of all 
claims due the said F. P. Sawyer foralleged services 
as © mail contractor be suspended pending the report 
of said committee. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. The same subject 
is already before the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, under the direction of 
the House to make investigations into these 
contracts. 

Mr. CONNER. The gentleman does not 
object to my resolution? 

Mr. TWICHELL. I object to it. 

Mr. CONNER. I would like to make this 
statement, that every allegation charged in the 
resolution | am prepared to establish. 

Mr. RANDA ft. Then send the resolution 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
toads. 

Mr. CONNER. Oh, no. 

UNITED STATES STREAMERS ON THE LAKES, 

Mr. CONGER, 
mitted the following resolution: which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to this House, first, what United 
States marine steamers have been employed upon 
the Jakes during the past season, with the duties and 
services performed, the extent of the cruising ground, 
and the aggregate distances sailed by each vessel 
respectively; second, what, if any, assistance has 


been rendered to vessels aground or in distress, and 
to their passengers, crews, and cargoes; 


by unanimous consent, sub- | 


third, what | 


assistance, if any, has been rendered in relieving | 


sufferers by firein the lake region, or in the trans- 
portation of clothing and supplies for the relief of 
such sufferers; fourth, the condition and efficiency 
of each of such vessels at the present time: fifth, 
whether any and what repairs or rebuilding of such 


vosselsis considered necessary for the efficiency of | 
theserviceduringthe ‘oming season: sixth, whether ! 


any of such vessels may besold or disposed of with - 
out detriment to the public service. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES, 
Mr. WHITELEY. l ask unanimous con- 
sent to introduce for action at this time a bill 
for the relief from political disabilities of 


Herschell B. Johnson and Jack Brown, of the | 


State of Georgia. 
mit the bill to pass. 

Mr. MERCUR. I object. 

Mr. WHITELEY. Iam sure, if I can be 
allowed to make a statement, no gentleman 
will object. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there ob- 
jection to thegentleman from Georgia making 
a brief statement? The Chair hears none. 


I hope the House will per- 


| 
| 











deal. Ex-Governor Johnson's history is known | 


to the country. He was a Douglas man be- 


fore the war, and the candidate for Vice Presi- | 
He was an | 
| opponent of secession, and as such was elected | 
| to the State convention of Georgia. 


dent upon the Douglas ticket. 


I had 
the honor to follow his lead in that struggle. 
Since that hour he has been a consistent Union 


man, and to-day stands as one of the most | 


liberal and high-toned politicians in the South. 
Can I say more, and need I say more to secure 
the passage of this bill by the House? I hope 


| not. 


Mr. SHANKS. I object to the bill. 
UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURTS. 
Mr. McCRARY. As I shall not be in my 


seat on Monday, I ask unanimous consent to 
introduce a bill for reference. 
No objection was made; and the bill (H. R. 


No. 1072) to fix the times for the holding of the | 


United States circuit courts in the eighth cir- 
cuit was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 


| to be printed. 


ELECTION CONTEST—M KENZIE VS. BRAXTON. 


Mr. McCRARY. I rise to a question of 
privilege. I call up the report ot the Com- 
mittee of Elections in the contested-election 


| ease of Lewis McKenzie against Elliott M. 


Braxton, and I ask for the reading of the res- 
olution reported by the Committee of Elec- 
tions. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 
Resolved, That Elliott M. Braxton was duly elected 


as Representative in Congress from the seventh dis- | 


— of Virginia, and is entitled to retain his seat as 
such, 


Mr. McCRARY. Mr. Speaker, this is the 
unanimous report of the Committee of Elec- 
tions. I have heard no intimation from any 


There is a petition filed || 
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WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. HARMER obtained unanimous consent 
to have withdrawn from the files of the House 


|| the papers in the case of William S. Mitchel 








pense 


source that there is a desire to discuss the | 


report. 


lution to make avy remarks upon it. I do not 
myself desire to detain the House with any 
discussion. [After a pause.] I move the pre- 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the resolution was agreed to. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. ROOSEVELT, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be 


directed to ascertain and report to the House the 
amount of money paid to the Globe print: rs during 


the past ten years for printing and advertising for | 


the two Houses of Congress. 
_ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. MOORE. 


continue making their reports to-day. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I object. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move that the 
House now adjourn, unless some gentleman 
desires to address the House in Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. RANDALL. With the understanding 
that no further business be transacted to-day. 

Pending the motion to adjourn, 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


Mr. COMINGO was granted leave of ab- 
sence for three days. 


I ask unanimous consent | 
for the Committee on Invalid Pensions to | 


If there is any desire on the part of | 
any gentleman who wishes to oppose the reso- | 





Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri, 
unanimous consent to have withdra 
the files of the House the papers in 
of H. A. Cooksey. 

The question was then taken upon the Motion 
to adjourn ; and it was agreed to. 

Accordingly (attwoo’clock p. m.) the House 
adjourned. 


obtained 
wn from 
the case 


PETITIONS, ETC, 

The following petitions , &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. ACKER: The petition of enyel. 
ope manufacturers, printers, and stationers of 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, relative to the man. 
ufacturing and selling of envelopes by the Uni. 
ted States Government through the Post Office 
Department, &c. 

By Mr. AMES: The petition of William 


| Mason and 870 others, of Taunton, Massa- 


chusetts, for an alteration of the duties on 
machinery imported that shall better protect 
the American machinest and laborer. 

sy Mr. ARTHUR: The petition of Messrs, 
J.T. Sullivan & Brother, and Senour & Simsall, 
and sundry others, citizens of Obio and Ken. 
tucky, for a uniform rate of tax on all descrip- 
tions of tobacco entering the market for con- 
sumption at the rate of sixteen cents per pound, 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee: The peti- 
tion of Nancy Crawford, widow of George W. 
Crawford, late a private in the second Ten- 
nessee volunteers, praying @ pension. 

By Mr. COTTON: The petition of citizens 
of Jackson county, Iowa, accompanied by a 
draft of a bill, praying the establishment of 
certain post roads. 

By Mr. ELY: The petition of 921 retail 
cigar dealers in New York, for relief from the 
irregularities and injustice of the revenue laws. 

By Mr. FARNSWORTH: The remon- 
strance of J. A. N. Buck and others, citizens 
of Aurora, Illinois, against any modification 
of the tariff upon iron, &c., and asking that 
tea and coffee be placed upon the free list. 

By Mr. HANCOCK: The petition of Charles 
Nordhausen, of Texas, praying compensation 
for cotton and teams taken from him by the 
Army of the United States at Brownsville 
Texas, in 1863. 

By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of Ben- 
jamin Douglas and others, of Middletown, 
Connecticut, for relief from tax on savings 
banks. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of Judge 
Joseph G. Palen, chief justice of New Mexico, 
for relief. 

By Mr. LAMISON: The petition of Dixon 
& Co. and others, of Kenton, Ohio, in relation 
to the tax and licenses imposed on the manu- 
facture and sale of cigars. 

By Mr. MANSON: The petition of Anna 
Galloway, Mantie Romine, Mattie Romine, 
Sareh A. Galloway, Ella F. Brown, Sarah 
Pugh, Catharine Galloway, Sarah E. Crane, 
Sarah KE, Brown, Addison Newburn, and 
numerous others, ladies and gentlemen of 
Osborn Prairie, Fountain county, Indiana, 
asking that a law be enacted by Congress to 
permit the exercise of suffrage by the women 
of the United States as of right under the 
fourteenth and fifteenth amendments. 

By Mr. MERCUR: The petition of Eliza- 
beth J. Scott, of Washington city, praying an 
increased pension. 

By Mr. PETERS: The petition of the 
county commissioners and others, of Aroos- 
took county, Maine, asking a conveyance to 
said county of a lot of land lately occupied 
as Hancock barracks. 

By Mr. SAWYER: The petition of Ducha- 
teau Brothers and others, rectifiers of spirits 
at Green Bay, Wisconsin, asking a consolida- 
tion of the taxes on distilled spirits, 
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By Mr. SCOFIELD: The petition of citizens 
of Franklin township, Erie county, Pennsyl- 
yania, praying @ pension for Nancy Wheeler. — 

By Mr. SPEER, of Pennsylvania: Che peti- 
tion of citizens of Pennsylvania, for the repeal 
of the duties on coffee and tea, and for the 
,rotection of home industry. 

By Mr. WELLS: The petition of the Liquor 
Dealers’ Association of St. Louis, Missouri, 
asking a uniform tax on whisky. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: The petition of 
John F. Lawson, for pay due him as mail con- 
tractor in 1861. Ais i ms 

By Mr. WILLARD: The petition of George 
Nichols and others, of Vermont, asking an 
amendment of the twentieth section of the act 
of Congress of July 15, 1870, making appro- 
priations for supporting the army, &c. 


NOTICE OF JOINT RESOLUTION 


The following notice for leave to introduce 
a joint resolution was given under the rule: 

‘By Mr. PARKER, of Missouri: A joint res- 
olution toamend the Constitution of the United 
Statesso that members of the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States shall 
be ineligible to the offices of President and 
Vice President of the United States while they 
are members, and for two years thereafter. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 19, 1872. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m., Mr. 
Dawes in the chair as Speaker pro tempore. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier, | 


D. D. 


approved. 
RESTORATION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore, by unanimous 


consent, laid before the House resolutions 
passed by the National Board of Trade, held in 


the city of St. Louis, December, 1871, in rela- | 
tion to a restoration of the specie standard by | 


a contraction of currency, and other subjects. 
Mr. RANDALL. 

be referred to the Committee on Banking and 

Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that it be laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘he motion 
to lay on the table takes precedence of the 
motion to refer. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
on the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
to lay on the table is not debatable. 

Mr. COX. I appeal to the gentleman from 


I hope it will not be laid 


Indiana [Mr. Houtman] to withdraw for a mo- | 


ment his motion to lay on the table, so that 
I may make a suggestion out of courtesy to 
the Committee on Banking and Currency, who 
are examining this matter. 

Mr. RANDALL. It is more respectful to 
refer this resolution. 

Mr. HOLMAN. If it be considered disre- 
spectful to lay this resluotion on the table, I 
will withdraw that motion. 


The question was upon the motion of Mr. | 
RanDALL, to refer to the Committee on Bank- | 


ing and Currency and print; and being taken, 
it was agreed to. 
MILITARY PRISONS. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore also, by unani- 
mous consent, laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting a draft of a proposed act to establish 
military prisons; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

INTERNAL REVENUE REPORT. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore also, by unani- 
mous consent, laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting the report of the Commis- 





The Journal of yesterday was read and | 


[ move that this paper | 


The motion | 


| The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
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tables for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1871 

which was referred to the Committee of Ways 

and Means, and ordered to be printed. i 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Syme- 
SON, one of iis clerks, announced that the 
Senate had passed bills of the following titles, 
in which the concurrence of the House was 
requested : 

An act (S. No. 413) to appropriate a sum 
of money for the placing of range-lights along 
the shore of the channel in the Chesapeake 
bay and Patapsco river, in the State of Mary- 
land, commonly ealled the Craighill channel; 

An act (S. No. 471) to amend an act enti- 
tled ‘An act supplementary to an act to pro- 
vide for furnishing artificial limbs to disabled 


|| soldiers,’’ approved June 30, 1870; and 


An act (S. No. 487) to exempt the iron 
steam ice-boats, co. structed by the city of 


Philadelphia, from the inspection required by | 
the act of February 28, 1871, entitled ‘An | 


act to provide for the better security of life on 

board of vessels propelled in whole or in part 

by steam, and for other purposes.”’ 
LOUISIANA TROUBLES. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Voor- 


HEES, of Indiana, declines to serve upon the |} 
| committee upon the Louisiana troubles, and 
|| the Chair appoints, to fill the vacancy, Mr. 


Arcuer, of Maryland. 
ELECTION CONTEST—BOLES VS. EDWARDS. 
Mr. EDWARDS. LIL ask the indulgence of 


the House for about five minutes to make some 


| remarks somewhat in the nature of a personal 


explanation. 
No objection was made. 
Mr. EDWARDS. 


application by petition and affidavit for the 


purpose of obtaining time to take evidence in | 
the State of Arkansas in my contested-election | 


ease. it will also be borne in mind that sub 


sequent to that time a report from the Ku 
Klux committee was made to this House and | 


referred to the Committee of Elections, which 
report reflected against me as a member of 
this House. Now, I had supposed that that 
became a part of the res gesie of the case in 
the contest, and that I should have an oppor 


tunity to at least endeavor to refute those | 


charges. 

It has been charged that I have sought delay 
in this matter. Now, sir, Lappeal to the hon- 
orable chairman of the Committee of Elec- 


tions, [Mr. McCrary,] the gentleman from | 
Vermont, [Mr. PoLtanp,] and the gentleman | 


from Indiana, [Mr. Kerr,j who served upon 


the Committee of Elections last spring, to | 


testify that I used every effort in my power to 


secure an opportunity to have testimony taken 


during the recess of Congress. The gentle- 


man from Indiana [Mr. Kerr] introduced a | 


resolution for that purpose, but at such a late 


stage of the session that there was no subse- | 


quent meeting of the committee to take action 


upon the subject. Hence, I had no opportunity || 
| to press my application before the committee ; || 
but I have used all the diligence in my power | 


for the purpose of securing that object. 
Now, sir, these charges have been made 


|| by affidavits before a committee, affidavits of 
| two men who were the most conspicuous and 


prominent in the conspiracy to carry out the 


frauds by which my election was sought to be | 


defeated. Tor the purpose of showing that I 


have no desire to seek delay in this case, 1 ask | 
| the consent of the House to withdraw my 


application to take testimony in the State of 
Arkansas, and, at the same time, I ask as a 
matter of justice that I have the privilege of 
five days to take such testimony as I may have 
in the city of Washington. 
Mr. SNYDER. I rise to a question of 
rivilege. 


The gentle 


sioner of Internal Revenue, with accompanying || man will state his question of privilege. 








It will be recollected by | 
| the House that eight or ten days ago I made 
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Mr. SNYDER. It is somewhat in pursu- 
ance of the remarks of my colleague, [Mr. 
Epwarps.] He has stated that charges have 
been made—— 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. How much time 
does the gentleman propose to occupy ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If it is a 
question of privilege he will have one hour, if 
he desires it. The gentleman will state his 
question of privilege. 

Mr. SNYDER. In pursuance of the remarks 
of my colleague I will state that charges have 
been made that in his efforts to defend the 
contest of bis seat in this House, he bas solely 
sought delay—— 

Mr. HOAR. Trise to a question of order. 
I submit that this discussion is wholly out of 
order. 7 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man from Arkansas [Mr. Syyper] will state 
his question of privilege. 

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, if I may be 
permitted to make my remarks I will say-—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 


| man will state upon what his question of priv- 


ilege is based. 

Mr. SNYDER. It is concerning the con- 
test. of the seat of my colleague who has just 
occupied the floor. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
gentleman offer a resolution? 

Mr. SNYDER. I desire to offer the reso- 
lution which I send to the desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk 
will report the resolution, and the Chair will 
then decide whether it presents a question of 
privilege. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Does the 


Resolved, That five days’ time is hereby granted 
to Hon. Joun Epwarps, of Arkansas, contestee in 
the case of Boles vv. Edwards, now pending before 
the House, within which to introduce as evidence 
the oflicial proceedings of the Legislature, supreme 
court, and Executive of the State of Arkansas in re- 
lation to his election, and to take the depositions of 
such witnesses as he may be able to have in attend- 
ance in the city of Washington; andthat he be, and 
is hereby, authorized to take such evidence after 
giving to the contestant three days’ notice of the 
time and place: Prorided, That not more than ten 


|| days from the passage of this resolution shall be 


eonsumed in giving such notice and taking such 
evidence. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
decides 


The Chair 
that as this resolution pertains to the 
right of a member to a seat it is a question 
of privilege. 

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I have pre- 
sented this resolution without desiring at this 
time to express any preference for either of 
the gentlemen engaged in this contest, but 
simply to secure, if possible, a fair investiga- 
tion of this case, about which so much has 
been said both in the newspapers and by 


| individuals at home and abroad. I have 
| said from the beginning that I was not dis- 


posed to argue this case upon its merits when 
it should come before this House, provided 


| that the parties themselves would agree to 


present fairly both sides of the question. I 
have been willing, this being done, to trust to 
the intelligence, the integrity, the sincerity, 
and the patriotism of this honorable House, 
and to take its judgment without argument. 
Bat, sir, when I have seen a persistent effort 
on the part of the contestant and his friends in 
this case to throttle investigation, and to bring 
this case into the House and dispose of it as 
an ex parte case, I have not only wondered, I 
have not only been surprised, but I have been 
mortified that a gentleman claiming a position 
on this floor should not only desire to throttle 
inquiry as between himself and his antagonist, 
but should in reality endeavor to strangle that 
investigation which the sovereign people of 
Arkansas feel themselves entitled to and de- 
mand upon this floor, and thus prevent them 
from being heard upon an issue vital to them 
and their interests. When | take that view 
of the question, when I consider the parties 


| interested, (the people of Arkansas and the 
(| State government by them recently estab- 
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lished.) I feel that the claims of the contest- 
anta, merely as individuals, sink into insig: 
nificance in comparison to the importance of 
these other interests. It is one of the sover 
eignties of this Union, with a population of 
half a million people, which asks to be heard 
on this floor. I do not believe this honorable 
body will turn the State of Arkansas out of 
this House without a hearing, and I know they 
will not when they understand even a scintilla 
of the evidence which my colleague [Mr. 
Epwanrps] proposes to adduce, and which | 
feel certain, from my personal familiarity with 
the circumstances, he can adduce. 


; a : 
Now, sir, it may not be improper for me to | 


state some of the evidence which he desires 
to present, and which he would have adduced 
long ago had he been permitted the opportun 
ity to do so. 
statement which I shall make, and as to a few 
of the facts my colleague [Mr. Epwarps] pro- 

oses to prove, and what | believe confidently 
2s can prove even in less than the five days 
which is asked under the resolution I have sub- 
mitted. The facts he proposes to show are these: 
that every one of the cotrdinate branches of 
the government of the State of Arkansas have 
at different times virtually decided this ques- 
tion in favor of Mr. Epwarps, and in favor 
of his right toaseatupon this floor. Itis such 
evidence as my colleague desires to present for 
the consideration of the House. This very 
fact indicates how much importance the peo 
ple of the State of Arkansas will probably 
attach to this inquiry, and tothe ultimate de 
cision of this question. They have already 


I ask special attention to the 


decided that neither directly nor indirectly has | 


he been dishonestly or corruptly certified as a 
member of this House but that he is elected 


to it by the fair and legal vote of the people. | 


The supreme court of the State of Arkansas, 
on mandamus, had the question of fraudulent 
elections in the tenth Assembly district of 
A rkansas, 
majority, if he received it at all, before them, 
and they decided that certain returns of elec- 
tion from that district, as well as the elections 
held therein, were null and void. But the 
votes thus declared null and void are counted 
by contestant in making up the majority he 
claims. 
bly, on account of contested-election cases in 
their respective bodies, were compelled also 
to investigate the alleged election frauds in 
said district. ‘The finding of these two houses 
was in accordance with that of the supreme 
court, and they solemnly declared that certain 
votes cast in said district, and out of which the 
contestant proposes to make his majority, were 
illegal, null and void. 

Then, when the Executive of the State came 
canvass and count the votes, with a view 
to determining whether Mr. Boles or Mr. 


Epwarps was legally entitled to the certificate | 
office two sets of | 


of election, he found in his 
returns from various precincts in said district. 


authorized but one ballot-box at each precinct. 


How was the Executive to determine this mat- | 


ter? How was he to determine which one of 
these returns should be counted? He very 
naturally and very justly followed the decision, 
as I think, of the supreme court and both | 
houses of the General Assembly, and refused 
to count those returns and votes which had | 
thus been decided illegal, null and void. This 
reduced the vote of Judge Boles and gave Gen- | 
eral Epwarps a legal majority; and hence 
the Governor was bound to issue to General 
Kpwarps the certificate, as he did. General 
Epwarps further desires to prove, and I believe 
can prove, that violence and fraud almost un- 
cone of were perpetrated upon the ballot-box 
and at the election in said district, and which 
fraud and violence resulted in giving Judge 
Boles the vote he claims. 
This is what General Epwarps desires to | 
show to this honorable body; and I will say | 
right here, Mr, Speaker, that, leaving these | 


where the contestant received his || 


Both branches of the General Assem- | 


| 
| 
Of course both could not be legal, as the law | 
| 
| 
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contestants out of consideration, it will be 
difficult for the people of Arkansas, it will be 
difficult for the party in that State to which I 
have the honor to belong, to understand why 
in this grand council of the nation, on an 
important case involving the whole State gov- 
ernment, they should be denied a hearing. It 
will be difficult for me when I return to those 
people to explain how and why it was an 


Opportunity was refused to Mr. EpWARDS to 


adduce the evident e which is sO necessary to | 
ev , ! 
Cheretore | 


the just decision of this question. 
I believe this honorable House will grant what 
is asked in the resolution which I have just 
introduced. I believe itis due to my State. 
|| I believe it is due to the people of Arkansas, 
'| due to the judiciary, due to the Legislature, 
| and due to the executive department of the 

State of Arkansas. We have the evidence, 

and we only ask the privilege of introducing 


it, that this honorable body may judge of the || 


merits of thiscontest. This honorable House 
desires information, and must have it before 


|| themselves and the parties contestant justice. 
|] Without desiring to weary the patience of 
1! the House, I will briefly state further that in 
|| one of the districts, which is called ‘‘ the tenth 
|| Assembly district,’’ all this trouble has arisen. 
| It is charged that corruption and fraud were 


contestant obtained his pretended majority. 
|| Now, Mr. Speaker, I will say that, as a mem- 
|| ber of the senate committee on elections in 
|| my State, it became my duty to investigate 
this same question of fraud and violence at 
| the elections in said district, and I, with the 
balance of the committee, was impelled to 
the same conclusion that the supreme court 
|| had previously arrived at, and as the Legisla- 
| ture subsequently, through a joint committee, 
determined solemnly by their vote. 

Next the Governor, who now occupies the 
| distinguished position of United States Sena- 
| tor, taking these precedents, determined the 
|| question accordingly. Thus it will be seen 

that every department of the State govern- 
|| ment did, at different times and under differ- 
| ent circumstances, decide that the votes cast 
| in said district, and by virtue of which Judge 
|| Boles claims his majority, were illegal, null 
and void. The supreme court, the Legisla- 
| ture, and the Governor, after careful investiga- 
tion, all came to the conclusion, it seems, that 
Mr. Epwarps is entitled to this seat; and [ 
venture the assertion that there is not a single 
gentleman in the United States who, after in- 


| 





come to the same decision; and further, that 
there is no honest man, if he had been acting 
as Governor, who would not, had he been 
situated as Governor CLAYTON was, who issued 
a certificate to General Epwarps, have decided 
as he did. In this particular district to which 
I have referred, at some precincts there were 
two ballot-boxes opened, and there were two 
returns made out by two diferent sets of 
judges. When they came to the executive 
office it was impossible to tell which was 
correct. It was impossible for the Governor 
to say that the elections held at these precincts 
were both legal. He had to determine the 
question, and naturally and legally, I think, he 
| followed the decision of the supreme court and 
| of the Legislature of the State of Arkansas. 
I will state further that our election law in 
| Arkansas provides, in the first place, that the 
government shall appoint registrars, and that 
| those registrars shail appoint the judges of 





o'clock a. m., I believe, are to proceed to open 
| the ballot-boxes, and if they fail to perform 
this requirement at said hour, then the by- 
standers may proceed to elect judges from their 
number and proceed with the election. 

But as the law does not determine whose 
time-piece shali indicate legal time, it is very 
easy to see how men who want to control the 





|| o’clock had arrived, and before the legally 


| now are claimed as composing Mr, Bo! 


|| they can come to a correct conclusion and do | 


|| perpetrated there in the conduct of the elec- | 
| tion in said district, through and by which this | 


vestigating all the facts of the case, would not || 


a sseaesaassso--s; <a 


| the election. Those judges of election, at eight | 
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ballot-boxes and perpetrate frand can dis. 
agree as to the precise time when eight 0’ ¢]a,, 
shall arrive. One man’s watch indicates fy, 
minutes alter eight, another’s ten minutes past 
eight, and another’s fifteen minutes ; but jt 

be conceded that no court would permit g, 
otherwise legal proceeding to be set aside from, 
such petty and futile considerations. But, <j 
Iam informed that a mob, on the night ; . 
vious to the election, intending to take adyap. 
tage of this feature of the law as to the hoy, 
for opening the elections, stationed themselyog 
at various precincts in the district before 
referred to, and long before the hour of eijeh: 


mt 


r 
Te. 


appointed judges were upon the ground, pro. 
claimed, perhaps as early as seven o'clock 
that the hour for opening the election had 


| arrived; that the regular judges were not pres- 


ent; and proceeded then to elect a board if 
judges, and these judges took the votes which 
Les’ s 
majority. The legally constituted judges ca 

in due time and opened also their polls, except 
where they were prevented by violence of ti; 


it 


| mob, as they were in several precincts, ag [ 
| understand. 
| this pretended board, elected by the by-stand. 


Now, sir, these votes taken by 


A 


| ers, are the very votes decided to be illegs| 
| null and void by the supreme court, b 


houses of the Legislature, and necessarily, at 
a subsequent period, by the Governor. [| am 
informed that these ‘* by-standers,’’ who pre 
tended to elect these judges, were in waiting 
at the polls all the night previous, with t 
view of perpetrating the fraud and violence 
before indicated. Yea, sir, they were on the 
alert by the dawn of day. And when a few 
the desperate and disappointed leaders of the 
party present said the hour of eight o'clock 
had arrived, they claimed the right to elect 
judges, and proceeded, by hoodwinking 
lettered voters, to take their votes, and in 
this way to create a pretended majority for 
their ticket. If the contestant in this case i 
so unfortunate as to have been the recipient 
of a number of illegal votes, so declared by 
the supreme court and by the Legislature, | 
am sure | cannot help it. 

Now, these are some of the facts which Gen- 
eral Epwarps believes he can prove, and hopes 
he will be permitted to do so. On the merits 
of the case, Mr. Speaker, I do not propose to 
speak at this time, but | do ask, as a citizen 
of Arkansas; I do ask, as one of the people 
of my State, that the investigation be not 
throttled. I ask that the whole case may come 
into the House on its merits and have a fair 
hearing on both sides. We only ask five days. 
Will gentlemen refuse us that small request? 
Will they say to five hundred thousand people 
in the State of Arkansas, ‘‘ We will not grant 
you five days to take such testimony in the 
city of Washington as we may be able to pro- 
cure?’’ For we are not asking to go home to 
the State where they live to take this test- 
mony. I believe this House will not refuse 
thistime. I know that this testimony is needed 
in order that the question may be determined 
equitably and with justice; and if the House 
will give us the five days we ask for, we will 
be perfectly content with its decision. 

I move the previous question. 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. I have 
a resolution which I desire to offer as a sub- 
stitute. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The pre- 
vious question having been demanded, the 
resolution of the gentleman from Wisconsin 
would not be in order, unless the House should 
second the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. Iask the 
gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. Syyprr] to 
withdraw the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, that I may offer my amendment. 

Mr. SNYDER. When I understand what 


the gentleman’s amendment is, I can then 
determine whether I should withdraw the de- 
mand for the previous question. 


Strike | 
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— 
Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. I should 
like to be heard on the proposition which I 

In a 
desire to oller. ane : 

Mr. SNYDER. I will yield fora moment 
to allow the gentleman’s amendment to be 

ad 
reac. : 

[he Clerk read as follows: 

Ctrike out all after the word “resolved,” and 
insert, instead of the words stricken out, the follow- 
Oh 4t John Edwards is not entitled to further time 
ehieh to take testimony in the contested-election 


1 Wil 7 4 
. [Thomas Boles vs. John Edwards. 


case uf 

lhe SPEAKER protempore. Does the gen- 
n from Arkansas withdraw his demand 
, previous question to admit that amend- 
ments _ Mae 

Mr. SNYDER. I do not. I insist on my 
demand for the previous question. 4 

Mr. HAWLEY. I rise to make a parlia- 
mentary inquiry. If the House should now 
ad the previous question on the resolution 


lem! 
tlelia 





ior 


sec 
ol lu 
other side be heard on the question? 
TheSPEAKER protempore. If the House 
seconds the demand for the previous question, 
it is very evident that nobody can be heard. 
On seconding the demand for the previous 
iestion there were—ayes ten. 
“Mr. SNYDER. I shall not ask the noes to 
So the previous question was not seconded. 
lhe SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The gentle- 
from Wisconsin [Mr. Haz.eron] is enti- 


tled to the 


4} 
he 
n tne 


Ua 


1 to the floer. 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. I desire 
to submit a few remarks in reference to this 
application, and shall first call the attention 
tthe House very-briefly to the history of the 
ease. If 1 can get the attention of the House 
for a few minutes, I will not trespass on its 
pa lence. 

[his application for an extension of time 
for the taking of testimony first came before 
the Committee of Elections at the spring ses- 
sion. At that time the sitting member drew 
up a resolution, which was referred to the 
Committee of Elections, asking it to take tes- 
timony in this case up to the last day of Octo- 
ber, 1871. Thatresolution contains this clause: 
“that either party to the contest be allowed to 
take such evidence at such time as may best 
suit their convenience, without notice to the 
opposite party.’’ The resolution was presented 
in behalf of the sitting member before 
could possibly have known that the time 
allowed by law would not be adequate to the 
necessities of his case. That resolution came 
before the Committee of Elections. It was 
duly cousidered, and pending the consider- 
ation of that resolution, before a report was 
made upon it, the House adjourned. But 
subsequently the sitting member had a con- 
suitation with the chairman of our committee 
before returning to his State. The substance 
of that conversation I will not state, because 
the sifting member states that he was misun- 
derstood in reference to his construction of the 
law, but that such conversation did occur is 
not denied. 

_ Now, just here I desire to say that the law 
in regard to taking testimony has been set- 


} t . . e -« . 1 ‘ : 
tled by a series of decisions in the Committee | 


of Elections and in this House. It is the set- 
tied and established doctrine that either party, 
under the law of 1851, can proceed to the 
taking of his testimony, notwithstanding the 
other party may be at the same time proceed- 
ing with the taking of his testimony. The 
sitting member during the sixty days allowed 
by law for the taking of his testimony took 
not one single step toward securing his testi- 


mouy to be submitted to the committee; nor | 
did he take one single step after the time fixed | 
by law had expired and before the time of the | 
When Congress came | 


meeting of Congress. 
together in December the sitting member pre- 
sented another resolution, which was referred 
to the Committee of Elections, and that reso- 
lution was discussed before the committee. 


he gentieman from Arkansas, in that event |} 


he | 

















and before the committee 


| during the sixty days allowed by law, or 











A decision was rendered by the committee 
adverse to his claim, and I was unanimously 
authorized to report the result of the action 
of the committee to the House. That report 
was laid upon the desks of members imme- 
diately before the recess. That resolution 
came before the committee, was discussed 
and considered, and the committee instructed 
me to report that no reason could be shown 
for a change in the decision already made. 


| The sitting member was informed of the result 


of the deliberations of the committee. 
understood that the report of the 
was to be presented 


He 
committee 
either yesterday or to-day, 
could the 
floor this morning a resolution was introduced 
by his colleague from Arkansas, [Mr. Syy- 
DER, ] asking for five days to take testimony 
in behalf of the sitting member in this case. 
Now, then, have here 

shall the sitting member, while occupying his 


obtain 


we this proposition: 


seat, taking no steps toward taking testimony 
dur- 
ing t spring session and 


j } , 
ne agays between the 


the opening of Congress in December, pre- 


senting his application for the thirty days’ 
time then, and renewing it again—shali he 
now be allowed to come before the House 


through his colleague, and be allowed to fur 
nish all the testimony y to his case in 
five days? Hewnow asks the House to give 
him five days only to take the testimony which 
last spring he not certain that he could 
take between April and November, and at a 
later period which he thought would require 
thirty days. He now proposes to take all this 
testimony within five days. 


necessar 


was 


lhe Committee of Elections have had this 
subject before it for consideration over and 
over again. It has sed, and | 
believe [ may say that the committee are 
unanimously of the opinion that this extension 
of time ought not to | muy 
said that it may 
be claime d that it is insis ing upon a technical 
rule to refuse to allow that time, but 
that the history of the case as | have detailed 
it characterizes ion. It 
me that it must convince every fair-minded man 


peen ably diseu 


e granted it be 


tive days is buta short time. 


L insist 


this applica seems to 
that there is something wrong in this applica- 
tion for an extension. 

So far as the question of technicality 
cerned, it i 
Itisa q 1estion that goes to the substance of 


1s con 


isnot @ mere question of technicality. 


|| the case, that goes to the rights of the parties 


If this extra time is granted, 
then the case comes before the commit 


in this contest. 
tee for 
consideration, and that consideration may in- 
volve a considerable period of time, and weeks 
rre the House can reach a final 
decision in the case. 


\ car 
INOW, 


may el ipse bet 


it seems to me that the case is abso- 
lutely wanting in merit; it seems to me 
there is no ground upon which this application 
should be granted by the House. ‘The law has 
been so often settled in cases that have come 
before the committee for conside that 
they feel instructed to decide the qu 
mitted here as they did decide it, 
what has seemed to be the understanding of 
the law of 1851; what has seemed to be regarded 
as the true policy to be pursued bythe House ; 
what seems to be the right and reasonable con- 
struction of that law. I will not take 
of the House—— 

Mr. BLAIR, of Michigan. Will 
man yield to me for a question ? 

Mr. HAZLE TON, ot Wisconsin. 
yet; Iwill soon. I 
will not take 


that 


ration 
estion sub- 


in view of 


the time 
the gentle- 


Not just 
was about say that I 
the time of the House to read the 
eases which have been passed upon by 
House. | will simply call the att ion of the 
Hlouse (and the older members wi 
the cases) to the cases of Howar i? Cooper, 
Carrigan vs. Thayer, and Vallandigham 
Campbell. Those are important cases, in which 
this question has been substantially presented 
and decided. 

This is an application of the sitting member; 


to 

| 

th 
1 

| recollect 


vs. 
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it is the application of a sitting member who 
has not as yet taken one single step toward 
securing one iota of testimony to be submitted 
to this House. And this proposition to grant 
five days’ additional time is made after this 
whole case has been repeatedly decided in the 
Committee of Elections, and atter it was under- 
stood by the sitting member that the commit- 


tee was about to report its action to this House. 


| 


| 


{ am requested by my colleague on the 
committee, the gentleman from Khode Island, 
| Mr. Wames,] to say that | was mistaken in 
inferring that he acquiesces in the report of 
the committee. 
that correction. 


it so, | will of course make 
But certainly a large major- 
ity of the committee united in the report which 
they propose to make. I will now yield to 
the gentleman from Missouri | Mr. Buatr] for 
a question. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Michigan. My question is 
this: whether there is any probability of there 
being any change in the decision to which the 
committee has come if this resolution should 
be adopted ? 


Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. That I 
cannot tell. ‘he merits of the case, as a mat 
ter of course, have not yet been passed upon 


‘They are yet to come be- 
Uhis is simply a prelim- 
granting of further 
time to take te stimony on behalf of the sitting 
member. ‘The merits of the case are not, that 
1 know of, atfected by this vote upon a prelim- 
inary question. lL now vield to the gentieman 


by the committee. 


tore the committee. 


from Massachusetts, | Mr. Hoar,| a member 
of the Committee of Klections. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. Will the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [ Mr. Hoar] yield to 
me for a question? 

Mr. HOAR. I will yield 

Mr. SUBLLABARGER. 
but in 
have to make a statem« 


for a moment. 

| desire really to 
order to it I shall 
nt of has been 
related to me about the char 
ot 
I am very apt to follow, and Ll expect to do so 
in this case. unless I get new light. We 
compelled to do so; investigate 


ask 
what 
act 


ask @ question ; 


r of this ease. 


The Committee Kilections, as a committee, 
are 
we cannot 
these Gases ourselves, but, we must follow a 
commit is to a degree, in whose integ 
rity we have confidence. 

Now, what I meant to state and then ask a 
understand that the 
led practice of this House is one that 


by the to 


ee, that 


question unon is this : I 
long-sett 


is fixed upon it Constitution, wit, 


that the acts of Congress are merely directory 


and’ not pe remptory in their opera ions; that 
they become to the House like rules to courts; 
that we theretore deem those statutes as ad 
visory, as directorv, and not as coutrolling, 
because an act of Congre cannot controi the 


action of either House in judging of the el 


tion, qualification, and returns of its members. 

‘That, of course, is settled law to start with. 
Now, that being so, Ll understand the facts 

of this case, in short. to b these, as alle red on 


was itormed 
ssession of the 


the one that a combination 
before 


polls, that that 


side— 


the election to take pe 


combination did take posses- 
sion of the polls before the hour for the ele 

tion to begin by selecting from the bystanders 
certain perso to act as officers of election, 
whic ' acts, if they d d no 
he result of the election, certainly did 


+ it proper for the matter to be 


nh persons by their 
ehange 
enou rhy to mak 
inve s igated 
Then [ understand that the failure to take 
testimony was the result of bad or mistaken 
from counsel told the 
person desiring to take this testimony that he 
could not do so during the time covered by 
his antagonist’s notice ; 
that advi v 
he ki | 
that is why hetook none. | ; 
to determine the truth or falsity of this state- 
ment—indeéed, lL have reason to doubt its integ 
rity; but | am saying simply what the claim 1s, 
This being the claim made, that a most gross 


advice counsel ; that 


and that acting under 
rered all the ti ] 
i 


ce testimony ; ana 


‘ 


‘e, as the notice co 
his opportunity to ta 


lininy 


am not 
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and palpable fraud has been committed, by 
which the district has been deprived of its 
choice, the matter presents itself to my mind 
in this way: that the man desiring to present 
this grave charge, having been deprived of an 
opportunity to take testimony by mistake of 
counsel, has never had such opportunity since 
the sixty days expired, and now asks but five 
days to make his showing. Unless reasons 
ean be given by my friend from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Hoar, ] or somebody else, why we 
should not allow five days to make out so grave 
. charge; if it can be made out, the allowance 
of sixty days being only directory to the parties, 
and not controlling upon this body, I confess 
| am inclined to favor this application for five 
days’ time. When such grave charges as these 
are presented, it does not look well for us to 
iy to the party presenting them, ‘ You shall 






not even have five days’ time to make your | 


showing.’’ Now, then, my question is whether 
this statementof the circumstances, as I have 
detailed them, has any foundation in fact, or 
whether the committee is now prepared to neg- 
ative it? 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. Speaker, this is a very 
grave and interesting question. I hope the 
House will give it its attention; 
that is done, | hope I am not too confident in 
my judgment in asserting that no gentleman 
will have any serious doubt upon it. Before 
answering the question of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. SueLLanarceER, | let me say by way 
of explanation that the present application is 
an application for five days to put in evidence 
three facts, every one of which is totally im- 
material and incompetent as evidence in the 
case. The gentleman from Arkansas says 
that the House being under the Constitution 
the final judge of the election of its members, 
he wants five days to show, first, that a court 
in Arkansas has determined that the sitting 
member is entitled to his seat; second, to 
show that in the Arkansas Legislature the 
committee of elections, of which the gentle- 
man was undoubtedly a most distinguished 
member, heard and decided the case; and 
third, that the Governor of Arkansas also 
heard the case and decided it. These three 
matters are all that anybody asks five days’ 
time to prove. Now, when it is proved—— 

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. HOAR. 


have made any misstatement. Now, should 
these three things be proved this House would 
instantly say, ‘* We will consider, if properly 


. . . it 
before us, the evidence that these tribunals had 


before them; but the fact that they decided 
gard altogether.’’ 
anything, the gentleman may correct me. 


Mr. SNYDER. 


The resolution proposes to 


allow five days for the purpose of introducing | 
documentary evidence and such oral testimony | 


as he may be able to produce within that time. 
Mr. HOAR. 
nesses are not in Washington; they are all in 
Arkansas; and it is not pretended otherwise. 
Mr. SNYDER. 
for taking the testimony of witnesses who may 
be in Washington. ; 
Mr. HOAR. Now, 


Mr. Speaker, let me 


from Ohio, (Mr. SHELLABARGER. ] 
mittee of Elections agreed that the limitation 
of time for taking testimony is purely direct- 
ory, not imperative. We agree also that where 
the interests of justice are at issue, it is a di- 
rection of the slightest possible weight, which 
for the sake of ascertaining trath we ought to 
disregard. The simple question, therefore, for 
this House to determine is, what is just? 


Now, the facts are these: the sitting mem- | 


ber came here at the short session in the spring, 
and petitioned the House for an extension of 
time on the ground that the sixty days allowed 
by law weald be entirely consumed by his an- 


and when | 


Let me finish my sentence, | 
and then the gentleman can correct me if I | 


But as to these facts, the wit- | 
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| tagonist, and that he could not, as he under- 
stood the law, take testimony at the same time. 
That was referred to the Committee of Elec- 
| tions, and the chairman of the Committee of 
Elections informed the sitting member that he 
had the right under the law and the usages of 
| the House to take his testimony while the 
testimony on the other side was going on. 
The contestant, as | understand, had the cer- 
tificates of the local returning officers, showing 
a majority in his favor. The sitting member’s 
ease in chief would consist of evidence to 
overcome these certificates. Now that com- 
munication was avery important one. It was 
made by the chairman of the committee, its 
official organ in that regard, to the sitting 
member, and as a reason for not granting his 
| application. 

I'hereupon, Mr. Speaker, the sitting mem- 
ber went home to Arkansas and proceeded to 
forget it. The fact is not denied that a clear, 
distinct statement was made to him by the 
honorable chairman of the Committee of Elec- 
tions last spring before the sixty days had 
elapsed, and thereupon he went home to Arkan- 
sas and proceeded to forget it. He let the sixty 
days go by. His antagonist took his evidence, 
and then he let the whole time go by without 


taking testimony, trusting to the indulgence | 


of the House at this session. Then he came 
| inand hada hearing for sixty days’ extension. 
| That was reported on by the committee and 
the request refused on the report of the com- 
mittee. He then made application for thirty 
days’ extension, and that was rejected. The 
committee were of the opinion, if that could 
| be granted without injustice, notwithstanding 
these facts, they would do it. But they con- 
sidered that the contestant had some rights. 
| What will be the effect? To allow thirty 
| days to go down into Arkansas and take tes- 
| timony would require, in the first place, the 
lapse of thirty days. It wouldrequire them to 
| return the testimony from Arkansas. Making 
' it up and putting it in shape by the officers 
would require another fortnight. [t would then 
require to be indexed. The parties would have 
to print their briefs. Arguments would have 
to be made before the committee and the decis- 
ion of the committee made. At that time we 
| should have reached a period in the session 
| when, with the other business of this House 
and the other business of this Committee of 
Elections, it would be likely a month before 
| we could get the report acted on. But sup- 
pose we got the floor, and had the report 
_ acted on at once, what would be the effect on 


| the contestant? Certainly not more than eight 


| or ten months (three next winter and four or 
one way or the other we will reject and disre- || 


Now, if I have misstated | 


five this winter) would remain of the sessions 
of this House. 


I suppose everybody will agree with me 


ering the question of the importance of the 
office. The importance of the office is the 
right to represent the people upon this floor, 
the right to share in the political power of the 
country, the right to be a member of import- 


| that the salary is to be disregarded in consid- 


| ant committees, aiding in the making of the 
[he resolution provides || 


laws, and giving direction to legislation in ref- 
| erence to the great interests of the country. 


|| It is not too much to say that to grant this 
| sitting member’s prayer is to deprive the con- 
come to the merits of the general question, || 
and answer the inquiry put by the gentleman || 


Che Com- | 


testant of one third or one half of the matter 
in dispute. While the contestant has been 
guilty of no fault, the sitting member has been 


| 
} 
guilty, or his advisers have, first, of ignorance 
of the law, and secondly, of forgetting the 


important communication of the chairman of 
the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. Speaker, one word more, and I will 
be done. If this were a question in court 
where delay would be brief it might be proper 
to grant this, but it is virtually saying to the 
sitting member, we give you one third or one 
half of the thing in dispute. You deprive his 
antagonist of it, not from any fault of his 
own, but from two gross faults of the sitting 
member himself. 
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It is time, Mr. Speaker, to introduce. ; 
regard to these lately disturbed districts in th, 
South, the same rule which we apply to al 
other portions of the country. The sooner the, 
learn that they are to be met here with fixed 
general rules of laws and of justice to he 
applied to them without distinction of party 
without regard to one party or the other, tj; 
better it will be for them and for us. It is time 
they should learn that seats in this House ap 
not to be enjoyed because one can secure tho 
place through favoritism of the election off. 
cers or of officers of the State. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Will the gop. 
tleman yield to me for a question? 

Mr. HOAR. Certainly. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If this requey 
for five days’ time be granted, I desire to as 
the gentleman what will be the amount of time 
it will deiay general action? f 

Mr. HOAR. The prayer is made for tims 
to introduce new evidence, and the contestap; 
will be obliged to meet it by going down ty 
Arkansas to procure rebutting testimony. The 
sitting member takes his testimony here ; byt 
the contestant will be compelled to take his 
testimony in the State of Arkansas. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to inquire 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts | Mr, 
Hoar] whether the statutes of Arkansas author. 
ize the Governor of that State to canvass the 
votes and determine who is elected ? 

Mr. HOAR. The committee have not, s0 
far as lam aware, had those statutes before 
them in regard to that question. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Is not that of some 
importance in a determination of the case? 

Mr. HOAR. Of course the committee and 
the House in determining an election case take 
judicial notice of the laws of every State. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I understand the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] 
to say that one of the points which the sitting 
mem ber desires to prove is that the Governor 
canvassed the votes and found that he was 
elected, and the gentleman denies the mate- 
riality of the point. Now, Lask whether he has 
the statutes of Arkansas, and whether they 
authorize the Governor to canvass the votes 
and determine who is elected? 

Mr. HOAR. I think the gentleman has so 
far misunderstood my point. I suppose that 
the Governor’s certificate that the sitting 
member was entitled to his seat gives the 
sitting member the prima facie right, and 
the committee so determined, and the sitting 
member enjoys his seat to-day by virtue of that 
determination. But the proposition made by 
the gentleman from Arkansas on my right 
[Mr. SyypeR,] was that they desired to go 
hereafter, not in regard to the prima facie 
right, but in regard to the determination of 
the question on its merits—on what the opinion 
of the Governor was. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Will the gentle: 
man from Massachusetts yield to me for a few 
moments further ? 

Mr. HOAR. What time does the gentleman 
require? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Only two or three 
minutes. 

Mr. HOAR. I will yield to the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Farnswortu] three minutes 
after | have made one further remark. 

I do not come here, Mr. Speaker, to ask for 
myself, or the committee of which I am 4 
member, any indulgence or respect at the 
hands of the House other than this: I think 
when we have conscientiously performed our 
duty we are entitled to ask this House that this 
much respect shall be paid to us, that we shall 
be heard in support of the determination to 
which we have arrived. =. 

Now, what is the action which the sitting 
member and his colleagues have taken? This 
question had been referred to the committee 
not once, but three times. And after we had 
indulged them with a reargument, and when 
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the committee had formed its conclusions, 
these two gentlemen get up here, one asking 
consent for the making of a personal explana- 
tion. and the other rising to a question of 
privilege, and proceed to state the case, to call 
the previous question, and to insist that the 
Committee of Elections, or the contestant, who 
-- not here before the House, should have no 
anportunity to be heard. Now, I submit to 
this House that such a proceeding as that is 
a confession of an unjust cause. No man 
sonscious of a case which would stand for a 
,oment before the justice or intelligence of 
‘his House, would undertake to get a snap judg: 
ment against a competitor on such a proceed- 
ing as that. : aan 

i now yield to the gentleman from Illinois, 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. ] 

“Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I agree 
with the argument of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts |Mr. Hoar] if he states correctly 
the points which the sitting member desires to 
prove, that they cannot be material in this 
matter. And I am very glad to hear the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts concede that. I 
am glad to find him taking this ground. 

Mr. HOAR. ‘The questionis on the merits, 
and not on the prima facie case. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. There is no differ- 
ence, Mr. Speaker, between the merits and 
the prima facie case, so far as the determina- 
tion of this House is concerned. The House 


opt 


} 
tl 


determines on the prima facie case who is 


entitled to take the seat on the face of the 
proof as it appears. When it determines on 
the merits, it determines upon the proof as it 
appears before the House. 
an idea that there is something mythical and 
mysterious about a prima facie case which 
renders the force of proof different in such a 


case from the credit that is to be given to itin | 


the determination of what is called the case 
on its merits. There is no difference. The 
proof is proof, whether it is on a prima facie 
ease or on the hearing upon the merits; and 
Iam glad the gentleman takes that ground. 
The Governor of the State has no business to 
decide who is elected, excepting as he counts 
the votes, and no matter what the Governor's 
certificate may be, if it appears in connection 
with that certificate upon the papers before 
the House that the man to whom the certificate 
has been given has not a majority of votes, 
that man ought not to be admitted to his seat. 
[ believe in this case, so far as I have exam- 
ined the papers, that Mr. Boles was elected 
to Congress by a large majority, and that the 
Governor of the State committed a flagrant 


crime when he gave the certificate to the | 


other man. I believe, also, in the case from 
Texas, which we had before us the other day, 
that the man who was not admitted to his seat 
ras elected by many thousand majority, and 
that the Governor of that State committed a 
very flagrant offense when he gave a certifi- 
cate to the other man. The duty of the Gov- 
ernor is to give the certificate to the man 
who, from the returns, appears to have a 
majority of the votes, and that is what this 
House should always decide. Iam happy to 
agree with the Committee of Elections 1n this 
case. [am very glad to hear they take the 
ground that the Governor of a State has no 
right todetermine who has a majority of votes, 
excepting as he counts the returns. 

Mr. HOAR. The only difference between 
me and the gentleman from [Illinois is that | 
do think there is a difference between a prima 
facie case and a case on the merits. here 
seems to be something which authorizes the 
Clerk of this House to make up the roll of its 
members, and I understand that if any man 
brings that something, which the law entitles 
& ‘‘credential,’’ he should have his name put 


There seems to be | 


for fifteen minutes. 


before the House, but is merely an attack by 
the gentleman from Illinois upon the decision 
of the House the other day in the Texas case. 
I call the previous question. 

Mr. McCRARY. I rise to a parliamentary 
inquiry. If the amendment now pending to 
the original resolution is voted down, will the 
resolution then be subject to amendment ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It will if the 
previous question is not seconded. If the pre- 
vious question is seconded and the amendment 
fails, no further amendment will be in order. 
If the previous question is not seconded, and 
the amendment of the gentleman from Wis- 
consin is adopted or is not adopted, further 
amendment will be in order. 

Mr. EDWARDS. lLaskthe gentleman from 
Massachusetts to yield to me for a moment 
before he insists upon the previous question. 

Mr. HOAR, 
the gentleman from Arkansas of a proper 


opportunity to be heard, although he or his | 


colleague desired to deprive us of any oppor- 
tunity to be heard. Therefore, if he will indi- 
cate any time that he desires to occupy I will 
yield to him. 

Mr. EDWARDS. 
minutes. 


Mr. HOAR. 


I desire only about ten 


I will yield to the gentleman 


Mr. EDWARDS. 
say a word in regard to the argument of the 
gentleman from Illinois, in relation to 
issuing of this certificate by the Governor of 
Arkansas. 


[ kave no desire to deprive | 


Mr. Speaker, I desire to | 
the | 


The law of our State provides that | 


within thirty days after the election a canvass | 


shall be made and a certificate shall be issued 
to the person who appears to have a majority 
of votes. 

Now, what are the facts in this case? It 
certainly bears a strong resemblance to the 
case from ‘Texas, reported from the committee 
the other day. The law of our State requires 


| that the judges of the election shall return the 


votes to the clerk of the county, and the county 


| clerk is to make out a general abstract of the 
| vote and report it to the secretary of State. 


Now, sir, in this case, as | suppose in many 
cases, the county clerks were in the interest 


| of one of the candidates for Congress, and 
| they opened two polls and certified to the 
| secretary of State the returns from the bogus 
| or illegal polls, and refused to certify the 


returns of the legal polls. It is not a matter 
of particular interest which of the contestants 
in this case occupies the seat, but it is a mat- 


| ter of great importance to the people of the 
| district to know who was elected by the people. 


| commencing it in 


| on horseback, and the investigation 


| that my friend from Arkansas [Mr. Snyper] || 


Now, sir, as I said in my answer last spring, 
frauds were committed in fourteen counties in 
my district, by which over five thousand persons 
were deprived of their rights to the elective 
franchise. ‘These counties are situated from 
one to five hundred miles apart. Now, the 
law requires ten days’ notice between the time 
of closing the testimony in one county, and 
another. 
distances would have to have traveled 

in the 
fourteen counties would have consumed the 
whole of the sixty days. It is for that reason 


been 


| offered a resolution asking for time to make 


| this investigation. 


But no action was taken 
by the committee and no report was made. 
Now, when the member of the committee from 
Wisconsin [Mr. Hazieron] charges that it 
should be regarded as an argument against me 


| because I asked for time, I say that it should 
| go to my credit, for the reason that 1 propose 
to use the time to take testimony to arrive at | 


upon the roll by the Clerk, andif he comes too | 


late to have it put upon the roll by the Clerk, 
he is entitled to have it put on by the House. 
But that has nothing to do with the case now 


\ 


the facts in the case. 


Now, sir, those | 
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of the State which were overlooked and not 
counted for the contestee. That came to my 
knowledge several months afterward, and Iso 
stated in my application for time to take evi- 
dence. The Governor is here, who will swear 
to that fact. They staffed a ballot-box upon 
me in the county of Clark to the extent of 
five hundred votes. That fact did not come to 
my knowledge until the time had expired for 
the purpose of taking evidence. I asked the 
privilege of showing that fact. 

Now, while the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
SHELLABARGER | has stated correctly that these 


“"~ as 
| acts of Congress are simply directory and not 


mandatory in their character, | ask of the jus- 
tice and the sound discretion of this House 
that I should have time to prove these material 
and important facts which have come to my 
knowledge since the time for taking testimony 
has expired. Would not a court of justice do 
it? If this House in its diseretion think that 
justice requires that a party should have time 
to take further evidence, it can grant the time. 
Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. Willthe 
gentleman yield for a question? 
Mr. EDWARDS. Certainly. 
Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. 


I desire 


| to ask the gentleman if, when he made his 


application for an extension of time, at the 
beginning of the present session in December 
last, he did not predicate that application upon 
the express ground that he had mistaken his 
right under the law to proceed and take his 


| testimony while his adversary was taking his 


testimony ? 


Mr. EDWARDS. I will state in reply to 


| the gentleman that I had a gentleman acting 


as my attorney who was so confident that this 
House would not refuse any time necessary to 
take this testimony that he made a plain 
application in the manner suggested by the 
gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Haz.eton. } 
And I will say that subsequent to that time | 
suggested to my attorney, as I have here in 


| this application, the facts in the case, and even 


the names of the witnesses by whom I could 
prove those facts, and that important and 
material facts had come to my knowledge since 
the time expired for taking testimony. 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. Will the 
gentleman allow me to ask another question? 

Mr. EDWARDS. Very well. 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. My ques- 
tion is this, whether the affidavit by the gentle- 
man, in his application, did not set forth that 


| he was required to be in attendance before the 





Now, I based my application of a few days 
ago upon material facts which came to my | 


knowledge since the time for taking testimony 
expired. What were those facts’ One was 


| 
| 
i 


that there were five hundred votes returned | 


for the contestee to the office of the secretary 


judge taking the testimony for his adversary, 
and therefore he believed that he could not 
take his own at the same time? And was there 
not proof presented to the committee, the cer 


| tificate of the judge, or the officer taking that 


testimony, to the effect that he (the sitting 


| member) was not before that officer but once 


during the sixty days, and then only for a short 
time? 

Mr. EDWARDS. Well, sir, I will state, in 
reply to the gentleman from Wisconsin, [ Mr. 
HAZLETON, | that I have repeatedly stated in all 
my applications for further time, that during 
the most of the period for taking testimony | 
was confined to my room by sickness, but that 
at the same time | was represented by counsel 
in the cross-examination of the witnesses who 
were examined. 

Mr. HOAR. I would inquire of the Chair 
how much time I have retonaining ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This being 
the third Friday of the month, at two o'clock 
to-day, under the rule, nothing else will be in 
order but business from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. HOAR. I will yield to my colleague 
on the committee, the gentleman from Rhode 
Island, [Mr. Eames. ] and then I will call the 
previous question. 

Mr. EAMES. Mr. Speaker, I desire to 
state the grounds upon which I came to the 
conclusion, as a member of the Committee of 
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Elections, that it would be proper to allow 


some little time e sitting member to take 
testimony in this case before the hearing of 
the case upon its mer he sitting member 
comes before us with a certificate from the 
(governor f Arka i which a ily certifies 
that he has b » elec 1a Representat 


in Congress from one of the districts of that 
State That certificate bears date the 20th 


of i bruary, 1871. I understand, from info 
ation | have as a member of the commit 
tee, that the sitting member was not admitted 


upon that certtificate, that his name was not 


placed by the Clerk upon the roll, but that the 
certificate was sent to the Committee of Ele« 
tions, who 
entitled to occupy a 
test; and upon the: 


aimitted to a seat in this HH 


afterward reported that he was 
at pending the con 
871,he wi 
On the 22d 


larch, | 


of March notice was served upon him by Mr. 
Boles that he intended to contest the at: and 
on the 20th of April, 1871, within the thirty 
davs allowed by law, the answer was served 
in reply to the notice that had been given 
Imm« HALET no the ng i the answer a 
novice wa erved ! nm the tiing member by 
the contestant of the taking of testimony 

this case under the law allowing sixty day 


We have before us the record of the 
that was pursued by Mr. 
Having ¢ 


his de positions upon the 9 


Boles in this case. 
iven this notice, hecommenced taking 
} th of May, and con 
cluded them, if | am correct, upon the last 


day that he was allowed by law—occupying 


all the time that was allowed to either of the 
parties {i 
case, 

I hold in my hand the re 
it will appear to any 
amine it that in the 
there were 
names of witnes 


‘ 
maken 


r the purpose of taking proof in tl 
‘ord, by which 
gentleman who will ex- 
notice served on Mr. 
over a hundred 
es whose testimony was to be 


EDWARDS given 
witnesses so numerous that their tes 
timony would probably have taken the sixty 
days allowed by law if the whole time, during 
from the time 
until the 


any reasonable hours of the day, 


testimony was begun to be taken 
close of it, 


1 am aware that the law allows both parti 


had been consumed. 


to take their testim 


that they 


ny during the Same period ; 


may give notice to each other, and 


take their testimony in different places ; tl 
conseque! tiy the sitting member, if he had not 


been ignorant of the law, could have taken 
ce ot the contestant 
aken. But Lundert 
any man, even though by 
yer, might 
ent conc 


testimony while the eviden 
was being t ake to savy that 
profession a law 
with reason come to a very differ 
unless he had received some 
tee of Blk 
from the rules which have 
been established by this House 
to that matter 

Now, sir, the sitting member, in the petition 
which has been referred by this House to the 
Committee of Elections, states his reasons for 
asking these few days. In stating these reasons 
he gays: 

“That on the day following the arrival of your 
petitioner at the city of Little Paes k, after the close 
of the spring session of your body, he was served 
Wilh notice of timony by contest 
ant, to ¢ mmence atthe expiration of ten days fi 
the service of said notice, and that on the day thn 


fixed said contestant nmenced the taking of his 


usion 
direction from the Commit ‘tions, or 
some instruction 


with reference 


Lhe taking ot t 


testimony, and mtinued to take testimony from 
day to day during the whole time and until late at 
night on the sixtieth or last day allowed by law a 
that purpose; that your petitioner was compelle 


to a present by himsell or coun 
time contestant was so engaged 
ination of witnesses and ittending to his interests 
while said testimony was being taken. He further 
states that he procured the services of eminent ecoun- 
sel to assist him in the management and conduct « f 
his case; that said counsel, after acareful examin 
tion of the law, and not knowing the ruling of this 
House in the case of Vallandigham vs. Ca mpbell, 
gave it as their opinion that your petitioner co ould 
not legally and regularly serve notice and take 
depositions on his part while contestant was 
engaged in taking testimony under and by virtue 
of kis said notice; and that, relying upon the opin- 
ion and advice so given, he deferred the service of | 


el during ee 
. In the cross-exam- 


\ 





notice to take testimony in his behalf, hoping that || Banks, Barber, Barnum, Barry, Posty, Bee 


itestant would nelude his case in time. But 


tates that contestant continue to take testi- 
1ony in proof of important and material facts con- 
Lt with th case until the close of the time 
illowed by law, and for this reason your petitioner 
ul no time whatever to serve notice and take t 


imony for himself, nor could have prudently 


lone 89, as the presence of his counsel was required 
it the taking of contestant’s evidence.”’ 
Further than this, it is stated that during 


a large porti n of the time the sitting mem- 
testimony in his own 
by reason of sickness he was 
When we take these 
two facts into consideration—— 

Mr. HOAR. The 
not pro - 

Mr. KAMES. It is stated in the affidavit 
of the sitting member that during a large por- 


er was unabie to take 
behalf; that 


confined to his house 


yn of this time he was sick and confined to | 


. , 1 ? 
his house, so that he was unable to take any 


testimony. Here are two reasons: first, the 
allegation of the 
enorant. of the law which allowed him to take 
testimony while that of the contestant was 
addition to that he 
that he was advised by eminent legal counsel 
that he had no right what ver to serve a notice 
while testimony on the other side was being 
taken. H® asserts further, under oath—and 
he is a member of this House—that he was 
too unwell during a large portion of the time 
testimony. 

lt was on grounds of this kind that, as one 
Klections, | very relue- 
tantly dissented from the opinion of the large 
majority of the committee, one other mem- 
ber of the committee [Mr. THomas] being 
with me in relation to this matter. Iam still 
of precisely the same opinion, and I am so, 
sir, because, in my judgment, it puts a case 
before this House that commends itself to the 
diseretion of the House for the short time he 
asks for the purpose of taking this testimony. 
Nor does it furnish to my mind a reasonable 
excuse why he should not be allowed to take 
this testimony simply bécause of the fact the 
sitting member will hold his seat here under 
the certificate of the Governor Arkansas it 
may be ten or twenty or thirty days longer. 

But for another reason | came to the con- 
clusion I did. Without knowing anything 
about the political differences in Arkansas, it 
seemed to me, as a member of the committee, 
that 
member to produce the testimony which he 
is necessary to his case, this case would 
be tried upon evidence which is entirely ex 
parte. Ifthe gentleman from Wisconsin [ Mr. 
H AZLETON | had not inadvertently stated that 

» Committee of Elections was unanimous on 
question, and my name had not been 
brought before the House as dissenting from 
the report of the committee, [ would not at 
this time have uttered one word; and I only 
state these facts now in order to put myself 
right before the House. As I have said, I 
think it is proper, under all the circumstances 
of this case, that a short period should be 
allowed to the sitting member to take evidence, 
so that the case may not be decided on ex parte 
evidence. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. Speaker, in one word I 
will reply to all that has been said. If you 
grant the sitting member five days, and he 
does not introduce important testimony in that 
time, it will dohim no good. If he does intro- 
duce any important testimony, the contestant 
will have to go to Arkansas to get his witnesses. 

rhe previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

The question first recurred on the amend- 
ment of Mr. HazLeron, of Wisconsin. 

Mr. SNYDER demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the aflirmative—yeas 129, nays 46, not voting | 
64; as follows : 


YEAS—Messrs. Ambler, Archer, Arthur, Averill, 


progressing. In 


} 


1 
to take 


of the Committee of 


Says 


this 


fact of his sickness was 


unless time were allowed to the sitting | 
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states | 
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| sions, Sheldon, Shellabarger, Sherwood, Shoen 


| from that committee. 
| havingarrived, reports from that committee are 
| 


| nor of the District of Columbia, W. 
| coran, Moses Kelly, H. M. Sweeny, and L. J. 


| in office, 
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Be 
eridge, Bigby, Biggs, Bird 1, Austin Bl wOeX. 
B 


Bright, George M. Brooks, James Brox a v 
Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, Roderick R. Buri. 
Conger, Cotton, Creely, paperand, Darrall rn 
Duell, Duke, Dunnell, Eldridge, Fa: we } Wi . 
D. Foster, Frye, Goodrich, Handle vy, Hank s, I im 
Harper, George E. Harris, Hawley, Hay, Gy rry 
Hazleton, John W. Hazleton, Herefor i. Herndor, 
Hill, Hoar, Holman, Hooper, Kelley,Kelloge, Ko,’ 
Ketcham, King, Lamison, Lewis, Lowe, M; “es 
McCormick, McCrary, McGrew, McHenry \.. 
Junkin. McNeely, Mercur, Merri: um, Merrick. Bey, 
jamin F. Meyers, Mitchell, Monroe, M: TT his } 
ard Myers, Negley, Packard, Packer, P al mer’ I 

/, Parker, Peck, Perce, Aaron F. Perry, li Py 
Porter, Prindle, Randall, Read, Edward Y. k; 
John M. Rice, Ritchie, Ellis I. Roberts, Wil 
R. Roberts, Rusk, Sargent, Sawyer, Scofield 


field, § 


Slater, Slocum, H. Boardman Smith, Joh n A. Simi 
Snapp, Thomas J. Speer, Starkweather, Ste, 
Stevenson, Storm, Stowell, Strong, Swann, Sy; 

W as hington - ownsend, Turner, Tyner, Upson. \\ 
dell, Walden, Waldron, Wallace, Whiteley, \ lite 
thorne, Williams of Indiana, and Williams of Now 
York- 129, 

NAYs—Messrs. James G. Blair, Benjamin F, By 
ler, Caldwell, Carroll, Conner, Donnan, Du Bos 
Eames, Finkelnburg, Forker, Garrett, Getz. G 
day, Grifith, Haldeman, Hancock, John T. Ly 
Ilavens, Hibbard, Houghton, Killinger, Lang 
Leach, Manson, McClelland, McIntyre, Mo \ 
gan, Niblac k, Orr, Isaac C. Parker, Pen ‘dete yn, P; 
Shobs r, Sloss, Snyder, Taffe, ferry, Vaughan, W 
man, Walls,Warren,John T.Wilson, and Youn 

NOT VOTING — Messrs. Acker, Adams, Ay 
Bell, Bingham, Campbell, William T. Cl rh , Free- 
man Clarke, Cobb, Coburn, Coghlan Comingo, Cox 
Crebs, Critcher, Crocker, Dawes, De Large, D 
Dox, Edwards, Elliott, Ely, Farnsworth, Charles 
Foster, Henry D. Foster, Garfield, Hale, Hal 
Hambleton, Hays, Kendall, Kinsella, Lamport. 
Lynch, Maynard,McKee, McKinney, Morey, Px 
Platt, Poland, Potter, Rainey, Robinson, Rogers, 
Roosevelt, Seeley, Shanks, Worthington C, Smit! 
R. Milton Speer, Sprague, Stoughton, St. Jo 
Sutherland, Thomas, Dwight Townsend, Tuthi| 
Twichell, Van Trump, Voorhees, Wells, Whe 
Willard, Jeremiah M. Wilson, Winchester, and 
W ood—64. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

During the vote, 

Mr. FRYE stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Lyncu, was detained from the House by ill- 
ness. 

On motion of Mr. HOAR, by unanimous 
consent, the reading of the roll was dispensed 


| with. 


The vote was then announced as above 
recorded. 

The resolution, as 
adopted. 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin, moved 
reconsider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted ; and also moved that the motion | 
reconsider. be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Bya rule of 
the House, the third Friday of each month, 
from the hour of two o’clock p. m. until t! 
adjournment of that day, shall, when claimed 
by the Committee for the District of Colum 
bia, be devoted exclusive ly to business rep 
The hour of twoo 


amended, was then 


CK 


in order. 
DEBT OF WASHINGTON CITY. 


Mr. STARKWEATHER, from the Commit- 


| tee for the District of Columbia, reported back, 


with the recommendation that it do pass, wit 
sundry amendments, the bill (H. RB. No. 876 
to fund the debt of the city of Washington 


| existing June 1, 1871. 


The bill was read. 
In its first section it provides that the Gover- 
W. Ci ut 


Davis, commissioners of the sinking fund of 
the District of Columbia, and their successors 
are hereby authorized to fund 
debt of the city of Washington which has been 
or may be found to have existed on the Ist day 
of June, 1871, and is now unpaid; and for th 
purpose the said commissioners are hereby 
directed to issue registered or coupon bonds 
of the said District of Columbia, in denomina 
tions of $100, or any multiple of that sum, 











ynds 
ina- 
um, 





. to exceed the amount of said debt, bear- 
, interest not to exceed six per cent. per 
payable annually in gold, and hav- 
riod to run not more than thirty years 

‘ee -< than fifteen years; and the said com- 
-cioners are hereby authorized to negotiate 
‘ho cale of the said bonds, at their discretion, 
dq with the proceeds thereof to pay the said 
+ of the city of Washington ; and the prin- 
and interest of said bonds shall be ail 

at any point within the United States, 

named on their face. 

In its ee section it provides that the 
Legislative —e of the District of Colum- 
y a scted and required to cause 

levied upon, and collected from, all tax- 
aS arty of rhea city of Washington within 
aan limits, a tax, annually, which 
| ficient to pay the interest upon the 
ponds, together with a sinking fund suffi 

. retire the said bonds at maturity ; the 
to be collected at the same time and 


ni 


1 


. herel 


morn 
( } 


iu 


| tax 


‘+, the same manner as general annual taxes | 


collected in the said District. 
its third section it provide s that the col- 


iti i 


of the District of Columbia shall pay 

ver to the said commissioners, upon their | 
ition being first certified by the auditor 
comptroller of said District, as is now pro- 
by the la ws of said District, all the 


1 by virtue of this act; with 
id mone ysthe s said commissioners shall 
or cause to be paid, the coupons or inter- 


eys colle ctet 


n said bonds issued by them under the | 


and the residue col- 
s aforesaid, as a sinking fund, the 
ners shall invest in the said bonds 

1 by them, or in the bonds then or there- 
1 by the 


aclu 


of this act; 


cause to be placed upon record, 
of the register of 
‘acts herein, on or before the Ist 


. ; 
day of 
ry of each year. 


In its fourth section it provides that the said 
s shall be issued in the name of the Dis- 
of Columbia, and shall show that they 
ssued in payment of the debt of the city 
ngton, existing at the date afore- 
‘< section one of this act, and shall be 
ned by each of the commissioners afore- 
said, and countersigned by the register and 
comptroller of the said District ; and a proper 
shall be kept in the office of the regis- 
said of the number, denomination, 
d f issue. and to whom same 
GARFIELD; of Ohio. hould like 
ch airman of the e got { Mr. Svark- 
¢| to explain how much the bill allows 
to increase the amount of the funded 
U 
STARKWEATHER. I will give an || 
explanation of the bill after the amendments 


ried by the committee, which 
al, have been disposed of. 
Lhe first amendment reported by the com- 
tee was as follows: 
in line eight of four, after the word 
found,” insert the words "by, the Legislative As- 
sembly;” so thatit will read, “to fund the debt of 
t ity of Washington whic sh has been or may be 
l by the Legislative Assembly to have existed.” 
(he amendment was agreed to, 
[he next amendment was as follows: 


; In line twelve of section one, strike out the words 
» hundred,’ and insert the word 
lat it will read, registered or coupon bonds of 
ne said District of Columbia, in denominations 
ol fifty dollars, or any multiple of that sum.”’ 
rhe amendment was agreed to. 
rhe next amendment was as follows: 


th } line fifteen, section one, after the word ‘ 


: ‘pay- 
at le,”’ insert the word “semi; *” 80 that it will read, 


payable semi-annually in gold.” 
'he amendment was agreed to. 
The 


are merely 


section 


tr 


next amendment was as follows: 


“ line eighteen, section one, after the word “ 
cre n,’’ insert the words “‘at a rate of discount not 
to exceed three per cent. upon their par value.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 


dis- 


District of Columbia, and | 
in the 
the said District of | 
Columbia, a full and complete report of all | 


said | 





** fifty ;’’ so | 











| &c., and having 


The next amendment was as follows: 


In lines twenty-one and twenty-two, 


section one, 


strike out the words “at any point within the Uni- 
ted States to be hameud on their fa *’ and insert the 
' words ‘“‘in the y f Ni vy York ;” sothatit wil 
read, and the pri cipal ar al ite rest of tid bonds 
shall be made paya le in the city of New York,” 


The amendment 

The ndment was as follows: 

In line two, section two, strike out the words 
“directed and required,” and insert the word 
“empowered;” so that it will read, ** the Legislative 
Assembly of the District of Columbia are hereby 
empowe red. . 

rhe 

The next amendment was as follows: 

In section four, at 
these words: ‘ 
to be due, as provided in section act; 
so that it will read, ‘‘that the said b wie Guaah be 
issued in the name of the District of C Ratalele. and 
shall show that they are so issued in payment of the 
debt of the city of Washington, found by the Legis- 
lative Assembly to be as provided in section 
one of this act.” 


was agreed to. 


next ame 


amendment was agreed to. 


the end 


i of * line three, 
found by tne Legi la 


insert 
Assem bly 
> of * thi 


aue, 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was as follows: 
In line five, section four, strikeout the word “ each 
and insert the words “‘a majority;’’ so thatit will read, 


**shall be signed by a majority of the commissi 
aforesaid.’ 


The amendment 


ners 


was agreed lO. @ 
rr a 
The next amendment was as follows: 

In line six, section four, strike out the word “ regis- 
ter,” and insert the word ‘secretary ;” so that it 
will read, ‘‘ countersigned by the secretary,’’ Ke. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was as follows 

In line eight of t ( the word 
aforesaid,” and insert the words “ of the said Dis- 
trict ;’’ so that it will read, ‘and a. per registry 
shall be kept in the office of the register of the said 


District.”’ 
‘The amendment was agreed to. 


section four strike out 


The question was on ordering the bill, as 
amended, to be engrossed and. read a third 
time. 

Mr. STARKWEA 
vides for funding the 
of the District of 
Washington; 
1871, when 
operation. 


THER. This bill 
old debt, as it 
Columbia, or 
the debt which existed June 1, 
the government came 
That debt 1s found to 


pro- 
is called, 
the e fe of 


hew 


amount to 


something like three million dollars, and has 
been in existence—at least some portion of 
it—for quite a numberof years. It consists of 


certificates of indebtedness and checks drawn 
when there were no funds to pay, a id 
J 


lations of debts of vai 
number of 


aCcCCul a 
to a large 
persons, many of them workmen 


10us amount 





and contractors under the old administra 
tion. The bill has no reference to matters 
in dispute with 1 rence to the $4,000,000 
loan. It refers entirely to the old ind 
edness, about which there is no ¢ pute, and 
the sentiment of all parti s in the Dist: 
entirely in favor of funding this debt. Those 
who have had differences about the new loa 
are united on the p ypriety of havi x this old 


r¢ 
debt funded. <A full committee considered the 
bill in all its parts, in reference to the denom- 
ination of the boaés, the negotiation 
gone through it very care- 
fully, they report it as very desirabl 
the interests concerned in the 
ington. 

Mr. GARPIE! 


this increase t 


eity 


iD, of Ohio. Ho 


» funde d debt of the city ? 


Mr. STA! i K W EATHE R. It ap] lies ( nly 
to the old debt. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. How much wi 


it increase the it of indebtedness auth 
ized by the charter act? ‘They were permitted 
by that to go to a cert t ol 


amoutl 


alin amount 


ness. Does this bill increase that amount? 
Mr. STARKWEATHER. This d not 
enlarge the indebtedness at all. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. D it enlarge 
the authority of the governmen the District 
of ¢ aie in regard to the size of their debt? 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. It does not affect 
that question at all. 
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| dollars up to twenty 


into j 


il pass this bill, and we made 


477 





Mr. CHIPMAN. Mr. Speaker, I will state 
in a nutshell what the object of this bill is. 
he old debt of the city of Washington existing 
June 1, 1871, at the time the new government 
ae cet aalaney ar eee 966,098 27. 
Of that amount the eum of $2,103, 661 72 is 
alre: dy funded. There remains the amount of 
$862,431 55, which is termed a floating debt, 
I am reading from the report of a commission 
appointed by the Governor to examine and 
audit the outstanding indebtedness of the city 
of Washington and of the entire District. By 
the organic act which Congress gave to the 
District as the basis of its rovernment, we were 
limited in paying the old indebt to the 
levy a special tax for the purpose. We 
» th erefore, through our Legislative _ 
»~p rrovide for the payment of this de 
in the manner propose sd by this b ill, by funding 
it in loans of sixte en and twenty years. We 
ask, therefore, for this legislation, so that the 
debt may be continued somewhat into the 
future through the form of a loan, to be funded 
by a sinking fund. Our people feel that they 
are not prepared at this time to pay this debt 
by spec lal taxation. They prefer that it shall 
be continued into the future, and that we shall 
pay the debt by means of this funding principle 
through a sinking fund. I believe there is no 
objection in the entire community to the policy 


] ¢ 
proposed int 


Iness 
ing of 


cannot, 


semb 


his bill. 
In reply to the question of the gentleman 
from Ohio I have this to say: this bill does not 


iffect the power of our gove rnment to increase 
its debt at all; it does not enlarge the power 
of the General Assembly by an if catia A of 
the organie act at all; it only provides for the 
payment of a debt which has been hanging 
over the city government of Wa hington for 
four or five years, due to laborers, contrac ; 


printers, and all the 


this 


classes of 
community, 
tho i 

1 believe this is all that 
plain the merits of the bill. 
Assembly were competent to pass it we would 
not have troubled Congress with it, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Ido not desire to deta 
the House about this matter, but I will st 
that | have examined this bill pretty tho: 
oughly, and have in committee suggested such 


citizens A ) 
running from 
sand. 

ed be said to e}3 
if our Legislative 


make up 


two 


amendments as I thought would throw around 
it proper guards, 


When it was first sugges 


sted that by an act 


of Congress we should allow this debt to } 


. 
1 


funded and bonds issued for it, I was opposed 
to the bill for the reason I thought it better 
that since we had created a local Legislature, 
t Legislature should do all of the legislation 


5b 


District or Territory. | 
for Congres 


thought it 


‘and unwise gs fo inter ‘ere 





r legislation and run a line of legis- 
ide by side with theirs. It wa f- 
— by those who understand the condition 


Washington and Georgetown 


ot th » cities of 
t e only 


1 
} 


hat this was th subject upon which Con- 


‘ress would be called upon to act, and which 
would be ended by the action of Congress 
There was another reason suggested, that 
this indebtednes which it is proposed to fund 
belongs to the city of Washington, and not to 


D strict. The city of Georg: town 
ess of its own, which it pro- 
ay at once, and without issuing bonds 
or asking credit. It was thought best for Con 

ead of amending the organic act, to 
| authorizing the funding of this 


the ent 
has an indebtedn 


pass this bill 
debt, to be paid by assessment by the city of 
Washington. 

I have no doubt myself, on looking at th: 


ganic act, that the Legislature of the D 
trict Het themselves the power to fund 





: hut it w as suggested that lawyers of great 

} j } : ’ 

au ity had ¢ xpressed a doub tupoen th l > 
which would probably lessen the value of the 
bonds. We there fore. u pon fu leon iderati 1ONy 
thought that the best thing to be done was to 


such amendments 








i 
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to it as seemed in our opinion to guard it from 
any possibility of speculation upon these bonds, 
or of injury to the city of Washington or to the 
District of Columbia. 

It will be perceived at once that there is no 
other legislation of a like nature that can be 
required, because this is the old debt of the 
city of Washington, a debt which has existed 
for many years, and some of which is called 
the floating debt of Washington. It has no 
relation to the present condition of affairs in 
the District of Columbia. While I would not 
consent that Congress should be legislating 
upon the same subject-matter that the Legis- 
lature of the District of Columbia is called to 


legislate upon as regards matters of current || 


legislation, yet as this is a matter to be closed 
up by this act, I gave my consent to this bill, 
and think it is the best thing that can be done. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. Will the gentle- 
man allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 1 will hear it, certainly. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. Why is it that 
the Legislature of the District of Columbia 
cannot pass a bill that will answer the purpose 
of this bill? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I remarked a moment 
ago that in my judgment there is power, under 
the organic act, for the Legislature of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia to legislate upon this matter. 
But the reason why it was thought best not to 
pursue that course was that there was a doubt 
expressed by legal gentlemen in this District, 
and by financial gentlemen who would prob- 
ably invest in these bonds which are to be 


of the District of Columbia could act upon this 
matter. Therefore, as the bonds might be 
lessened in value should the Legislature of 
this District take action, in order to remove all 
doubt, and to give the highest possible value 
that could be given to the bonds authorized to 
be issued under this bill, it is proposed that 
Congress shall pass a bill in relation to this 
matter. Gentlemen have expressed an opinion 
that there is no power given by the organic 
act to the Legislature of the District of Colum- 
bia to legislate upon this subject. But, as I 
have already remarked, differing in opinion 
from them as I do, considering that the Legis- 
lature of this District has power to legislate 
upon this subject, yet I have yielded any oppo- 
sition I at first had to Congress legislating 
upon this subject, and assented to this bill 
because of the view expressed that it would 
increase the value of these bonds, and that it 
would be best for the District of Columbia to 
take this action. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. I now yield to 
the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. Povanp. ] 

Mr. POLAND. ‘There seemed to be no 
question in the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, as there seems to be no question 
among the people of this District, in relation to 
the propriety of this measure for funding this 
debt. It is to be observed that this debt, which 
it is proposed by this bill shall be funded, is 
not a debt of the District of Columbia, but a 
debt of the city of Washington. 
the District of Columbia, as such, has had no 
debt. It was divided up into various sub- 
divisions, known asthe corporations of the city 
of Washington, the city of Georgetown, and 
the county of Washington, each of which had 
its own individual debts. It is now proposed, 
as the debt of the city of Washington, the old 
debt, the floating debt, asit is sometimestermed, 
is of quite a large amount, that it shall be put 
in the form of bonds and funded, so as to 


extend it over a considerable period of time. | 


As I have said, there was no question in the 
committee, there was no question raised by 
anybody that I know of, as to the propriety of 
this being done. The only question we had 


Heretofore | 


{ 








s : . : : i| 
about it in the committee concerning which we | 
1] 


had any considerable discussion, was whether || 
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EE 


Assembly of the District of Columbia, under | wiped out, than to administer upon them jy 


the organic act which we passed during the 
last Congress. If the organic act did not give 
this power to the District Legislature, then the 
question presented itself whether the better 
course was for us to pass this act, or to so 
amend the organic act as to give the District 
Legislature authority to do it. 

Now, sir, I think it is quite clear—and that 


| is the inquiry that the gentleman from Ohio 


} shall remain in full force until modified or repealed | 
| by Congress or the Legislative Assembly of said Dis- | 
| trict; that portion of said District included within | 
| the present limits of the city of Washington shall 


authorized by this bill, whether the Legislature || continue to be known as the city of Washington, and 


| municipal corporations. 





[Mr. SHELLABARGER] put to my colleague, 
[ Mr. E.pripce}—that the Legislative Assem- 
bly of the District of Columbia has no such 
ower. The corporations into which this 
Jistrict was subdivided before we passed the 
organic act of the last Congress, th 


1e city of | 


the way that the organic act authorizes, Hene 
it was necessary that Congress should cithe 
act directly on this question, or amend the en 
ganic act so as to authorize the Legislative 
Assembly to do so. The passage of a bill of 
this kind by Congress is the shorter mode, ang 
for a great variety of considerations was deeme 
the better way. a 


Mr. STARKWEATHER. I call the pre. 


| vious question. 


Washington, the city of Georgetown, and the | 
| county of Washington, are all wiped out by 


that organic act; their charters are repealed, | 


are now extinct. 
Mr. SHELLABARGER. 
Washington no mayor now ? 
Mr. POLAND. Certainly it has no mayor. 
I will read the section of the organic act to 
which I allude. It is as follows: 


Has the city of 


“Sec. 40. And he it further enacted, That the char- 
ters of thecities of Washington and Georgetown shall 
be repealed on and after the Ist day of June, A. D. 
1871, and ald offices of said corporations abolished at 


that date; the levy court of the District of Columbia | 
andall offices connected therewith shall beabolished | 


on and after said Ist day of June, A. D.1871; but all 
laws and ordinances of said cities, respectively, and 
of said levy court, not inconsistent with this act, 


that portion of said District included within the lim- 
its of the city of Georgetown shall continue to be 
known as the city of Georgetown; and the Legisla- 
tive Assembly shall have power to levy a special 


| tax upon property, except the property of the Gov- 


ernment of the United States, within the city of 
Washington for the payment of the debts of said 
city; and upon property, except the property of the 


Government of the United States, within the limits | 


of the city of Georgetown for the payment of the 


debts of said city; and upon property, except the | 


property of the Government of the United States, 
within said District not included within the limits 
of either of said cities to pay any debts owing by that 
portion of said District.’’ 

We have by this organic act made the Dis- 
trict and the Legislative Assembly of the Dis- 
trict a sort of administrator upon all these 
They are continued 
in existence merely for the purpose of collect- 
ing whatever debts may be due from them; 
and the Legislative Assembly is empowered 
by thé organic act to levy taxes upon each of 
these portions of the District to pay any exist- 
ing debt of the respective portions. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. Special taxes. 

Mr. POLAND. Yes, sir; special taxes. 
This is all the authority that is given to the 
Legislative Assembly upon this subject. It 
was suggested in the committee that the better 
way might be to amend the organic act; but 
inasmuch as no question of this kind can be 
raised hereafter, as these corporations are 
abolished so that they can create no further 
debt, and as legislation upon this subject will 
be the end of the matter, the committee 
thought it better that an act of Congress 
should be passed, for the reason, as stated by 
my colleague on the committee, the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin, [Mr. ELpripGe,] that 


the security will be regarded as more valuable | 
if authorized by an act of Congress rather than | 


by an act of the District Legislature. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Are these to be 
bonds of the District? 

Mr. POLAND. In answer to the gentleman 
from Missouri | will say that the bonds to be 
issued will be bonds of the District of Colam 
bia, but the money to pay the interest and the 
principal of those bonds is to be collected by 
the General Assembly from that portion of the 
District now owing the debt. I think it quite 
clear that the Legislative Assembly bas no other 


it was necessary for Congress to do this thing, || authority in relation to these municipal cor- 
or whether it might be done by the Legislative || porations, which by the organic act have been || 


Mr. MERRICK. [hope the gentleman w;)) 


not insist upon the call of the previous ques 


tion. I have an amendment which I would}. 
glad to offer. 

The SPEAKER protempore. Doesthe gen. 
tleman from Connecticut [ Mr. Starkwearggp) 
insist on the demand for the previous ques. 
tion ? 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. I will waive ; 
for a moment to hear the amendment. 

Mr. MERRICK. I desire to offer the fo). 
lowing amendment, to come in at the end of 
the first section : 

That the holder of any of thestock debt of the city 


of Washington shall be at liberty to commute the 
said stock so held by him, or any part thereof, ut par 


| for an equal amount of bonds proposed to be issued 





| more than reasonable. 


under this act. 


Mr. CREBS. 
that. 

Mr. STARK WEATHER. I suppose there 
is no objection to that amendment, although 
the proposition has not been considered in 
committee. I would accept the amendment 
if | had the power. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I think the amendment 
should not be adopted in the precise form in 
which it is offered. I was about to suggest to 
the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Merrick] 
that this is not, as I understand, astock indebt- 
edness. 

Mr. MERRICK. There is a very large 
stock indebtedness of the city of Washington, 
a very large six per cent. debt of the corpora: 
tion, the interest on which is payable quar- 
terly or semi-annually ; and it would be nothing 


There can be no objection to 





Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman hear 
my statement? I know he will agree to my 
suggestion if he will only listen. 1 desire that 
the amendment shall not apply specially to 
any stock indebtedness, if there be such. Let 
the words of the amendment be broad enough 
to allow to any person who may hold any in- 


| debtedness included in this bill, the oppor. 


tunity of taking a corresponding amount of 
the bonds to be issued hg ta this act. 

Mr. MERRICK. [have no objection at all 
to such a modification of my amendment. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I knew the gentleman 
would have no objection when he heard my 
proposition. If the amendment be so mod! 
fied as to apply to all classes of indebtedness, 
I think it will be very proper, and I shall sup- 
port it. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as modified, 
as follows: 

That the holdor of any of the debt of the said city 
of Washington shall be at liberty to commute the 
debt so held by him, or any part thereof, at par, for 
an equal amount of the bonds proposed to be issued 
under this act. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I suggest the insertiou 
of the words ‘‘any of said debt,’’ so that 1! 
may refer expressly to this debt. There may 
be other debts than this which we now pro- 
vide for. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. _Itappears to me 
there will be no difficulty. These parties will, 
I think, be able to get these bonds without 
trouble. There may be objections to this as 
affecting parties holding this floating debt. 

Mr. MERRICK. As the bill was originall) 
read, it was a constraint upon these parties, and 
no privilege at all was accorded to any of them 
to participate in the bonds which are proposed 
to be issued. The simple proposition 1s to 
allow those who hold the old debt to commute 
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vatever portion they may hold and take these 


wh 
new bonds. 


Mr. STARKWEATHER. I do not object 
to the amendment, and will now call for the 
yrevious question. 

; 


[he previous question was seconded and the | 


main question ordered. 
rhe amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 


[he bill, as amended, was ordered to be || 


engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. STARK WEATHER moved to recon- 
<ider the vote by which the bill was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SURVEY OF HARBOR AT WASHINGTON. 


Mr. STARKWEATHER, from the Com- | 


mittee for the District of Columbia, reported 
a bill (H. R. No. 1074) providing for the sur- 
yey of the harbor and river at Washington, 
District of Columbia; which was read a first 
and second time. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
chief of engineers of the United States Army, 
the engineer in charge of public buildings and 
grounds, the Governor of the District of Colum- 
hia, Alexander R. Shepherd, and Carlisle P. 
Patterson, who all serve without compensation, 
are hereby created a board of survey, and are 


empowered and instructed to examine into the || 
condition of the harbors and landings for ves- | 


sels from the Anacostia bridge on the Eastern 
branch along the entire water-front of the city 
of Washington to and including the harbor ot 
Georgetown; and the board are directed to 
report to Congress at as early a day as prac- 
ticable a full and comprehensive plan for open- 
ing, improving, and developing the water chan- 
nel, so as to secure the best possible harbor 
facilities along said water-front. The board 
are also directed to take into consideration 
the sanitary effect upon the city of Washing- 


ton, and the feasibility of reclaiming in any | 


improvement suggested the swampand marsh 
lands along said water-front; provided that 
any expenses attending said report shall not 
exceed $1,000, and shall be paid by the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. STARK WEATHER. This bill merely 


provides for the survey under the officers 


named of the river and harbor at Washington, | 


District of Columbia, and I do not suppose 
there can be any objection to it. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed ; 


and also moved that the motion to reconsider |! 


be laid on the table. 
lhe latter motion was agreed to. 


PROTECTION OF TEXAS FRONTIER. 
Mr. CLARKE, of Texas, by unanimous 


consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1075) | 
to provide for payment to the State of Texas | 


for money disbursed by said State for protec- 
tion of the frontier prior to the rebellion; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The understanding is, 
of course, that the bill is not to be brought 
back by the motion to reconsider. 

rhe SPEAKEK pro tempore. That is cov- 
ered by the new rule of the House. 


NEW POST ROADS. 


Mr. POLAND. I desire to offer a bill to 
establish two post roads of about ten miles 


each in length, and ask unanimous consent | 


that it be put upon its passage now. A new 


railroad has just been set in operation in | 


our State—— 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. Ifthe gentleman would 


strike off one fourth of a mile his bill would go | 


through without objection. [Laughter. ] 





1] 


i 
| consent the bill (H. R. No. 1076) establishing 


times, and passed. 

Mr. POLAND moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


RELIEF OF TRUSTEES. 

Mr. McGREW. 
to introduce two bills for reference. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will it not 
answer the gentleman’s purpose to have his 
bills come in under the rule on Monday? 

Mr. McGREW. I wish to have them intro- 
duced to-day, because there are parties here 
who desire to go before the Committee of 
|| Claims in support of them. 


consent, a bill (H. R. No. 1077) for the relief 
|| of the trustees of the Methodist Episcopal 


| county, West Virginia, was introduced, read 
|| a first and second time, and referred to the 
| Committee of Claims. 

|. Mr. McGREW also, by unanimous consent, 
| introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1078) for the 
| 





copal church at Martinsburg, West Virginia ; 


referred to the Committee of Claims. 
MONEY APPROPRIATED FOR TEXAS, 
The SPEAKER pro tempore, by unanimous 


|| of the House of January 18, 1872, in relation 


|| under the acts of March 8, 1859, and June 23, 
1860; which was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


EMPLOYES OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 


mous consent, laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of State, transmitting the 
names of the clerks and all other persons em- 
|| ployed in the Department of State, or in any 
of its offices, during the year 1871; which was 
|| referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. 
JACOB FLEISHALL. 


Mr. ARCHER, by unanimous consent, 
obtained leave to withdraw, from the files of 
|| the House the papers in the case of Jacob 
Fleishall. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Accordingly (at two o’clock and forty min- 
utes p. m.) the House adjourned until Monday. 


I move that the House 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. BURCHARD: The petition of cap- 
tains and pilots on the Mississippi river, for 
improvement of navigation over the ‘‘ cabin 
|| chain ’’ in that river. 

Also, the petition of pensioners, asking that 
pensions may be made payable by postmas- 
ters. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee: The peti- 
tion of Miss Mary A. Conkin, of Tennessee, 
praying @ pension. 

By Mr. CARROLL: A petition for a pen- 
sion to Amos C. Rhoades, late of company 
E, one hundred and twenty-third New York 
| volunteers, in the war of 1861. 
| Also, a petition for a pension to Wynant 
| Van Denburgh, dependent father of James C. 
| Van Denburgh, late of company G, seventy- 

seventh New York volunteers, in the war of the 
. rebellion. 


| 
| Mr. POLAND. I ask unanimous consent | 
|| to have it passed now. 

Phere was no objection; and by unanimous || 


certain post roads in Vermont was read three || 
i 


I ask unanimous consent 


| 

| ‘There was no objection ; and, by unanimous | 
| 

| 


| church at Mill Creek, Bunker Hill, Berkeley | 


relief of the trustees of the Methodist Epis- | 


which was read a first and second time, and | 


| consent, laid before the House a letter from | 
the Secretary of War, in answer toa resolution || 


to money appropriated for the State of Texas || 


The SPEAKER pro tempore also, by unani- | 
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By Mr. CLARKE: of Texas: The petition of 
George J. Elam, late collector of internal rev- 
enue in Texas, for relief; his money having 
| been taken from him by desperadoes. 

By Mr. CREBS: The petition of J. M. Stock- 
| fleth and 16 others, iquor-dealers of Cairo, 
Illinois, praying the consolidation of all taxes 
on distilled spirits, &e. 

| By Mr. FRYE: The petition and accompany- 
|| ing papers of Charles W. Adams for relief. 

} By Mr. GRIFFITH: The remonstrance of 
| D. W. Roy and others, citizens of Mercer 
_ county, Pennsylvania, against a change in the 

existing tariff laws. 

By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of Judson 
Cantield and others, of New Haven, Con- 
necticut, for an amendment of the law taxing 
|| Spirits, &e. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of A. J. 
|| Morehouse, asking to be promoted from mate 
| to master on the retired list of the Navy. 

By Mr. LAMISON: The petition of Crow 
| ley, Dixon & Co. and others, of Kenton, Ohio, 
| 
} 


in relation tothe reduction and equalization of 
| tax and licenses on the sale and manufacture 
|| of liquors. 

By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of 78 
citizens of Claiborne county, Tennessee, late 
soldiers in the Army of the United States, 
| praying bounty land and the equalization of 
| bounties. 
| BY Mr. McCLELLAND: The petition of 
William J. Markell and 53 others, citizens of 
Monongahela City, Pennsylvania, asking the 
passage of a law establishing a uniform rate 
| of tax on all manufactured tobacco of sixteen 
| cents per pound, 

By Mr. McCRARY: The petition of W. H. 
Wilson, late corporal company A, second lowa 
infantry, for a pension. 
| By Mr. McJUNKIN: The petition of Mrs. 
|| Martha M. B. McCulloch, of Freeport, Penn 
|| sylvania, widow of Dr. W. P. McCulloch, 
deceased, late a surgeon in the Army, praying 
| that she may be granted a pension, &c. 

By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of Ira 
Broshears, of Spencer county, Indiana, a sol 
|| dier in the late civil war, praying certain 
| amendments to the homestead laws, rendering 
their provisions more liberal to soldiers. 

Also, the memorial of N. F. Carr & Co., G. 
B. Brigham & Co., and a considerable num- 
ber of other persons, citizens of Evansville, 
Indiana, praying a readjustment of the tax on 
distilled spirits. 

By Mr. PORTER: The petition of Stephen 
D. Jones, William Troy, J. Anderson Taylor, 
Lewis Lindsey, D. B. Brooks, W. J. S. Bowie, 
and others, citizens of Richmond, Virginia, 
'| and D. M. Norton, Henry Cox, Robert Norton, 
|| William H. Patterson, McD. Delaney, James 
Lipscomb, and others, members of the Legis 
lature of Virginia, praying the passage by Con 
| gress of the bill offered by Mr. Porter at the 
last session, known as a bill to provide for the 
removal of civil and criminal causes from the 
State courts to Federal courts, and the com- 
mencement of such causes therein, in the States 
| named in said bill. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Dill and others ; 
Scott Toliver and others; Messrs. George «& 
Boykin, Wise Brothers, and others; George P. 
Prescott and others; and Alexander Cameron 
and others, all citizens of Richmond, Virginia ; 
| and of John H. Porter and others, citizens of 

Manchester, Virginia, praying Congress to e 

tablish a uniform rate of tax on all descriptions 

of manufactured tobacco entering the market 
for consumption, at the rate of sixteen cents 
per pound. 

3y Mr. SWANN: The petition of C. H. 

Latrobe and Benjamin H. Latrobe, praying 

investigation into the subject of steam-boiler 

explosions. 

By Mr. WAKEMAN: The petition of sun 
| dry citizens of Genesee county, New York, 
| that a pension be granted to Thomas R. Hart- 
il wick. 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 22, 1872. 

Praver by the ¢ Day} la n, Rev. J. P. New- 

The J lof the »dings of Thursday 
la L was read and appre ved. 

FROM THE HOUSE. 

A mes from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPnerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed the fol!owing bills; 
in which concurrence was r quest d: 

A b I] (H, It. No. 876) tof ind the debt of 
the city of Washington existing June 1. 1871; 

A bill (HI. R. No. 1074) providing for the 
survey of the harbor and river at Wa 
Diatrict of Columbia; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1076) establi 
post roads in Vermont: 

A bill i it. No. 10 
to Martha B. Williams: and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1073) granting 
to Sarah Whiting. 


proces 


MESSAGE 


sage 


hington, 
hing certain 
rranting 


a pen i mn 
a pension 


EXECUTIVI 


The VICE PRI 


COMMUNICATIONS, 


SIDENT laid before the 


Senate a letter of the Postmaster General rela 
tive to the p rsol ible ureties for the 
defaleation of Mr. Norton, late mone y order 
cle | l tl Ne W } ork Cily mw t othee; which 
wa ri { on Post Offices 
and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
[le also | re the Senate a report of 
the S« Vavy, communicating, in 
on lie nce Lo Vv. ine! port of the b yard of 
olhecer yy d to examine into the cases of 
such office de a Le tly 
pas ed ‘ or ie -in conforn LILY 


approved July 25, 


ROG: whi ] Wil referred to the 


with the act of Congress 

Committee 

ordered to be printed. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented resolu- 
tions ( f the Li rl lature of South Carolina, in 
favor of the removal of the political disabili- 
ties of H. W. Carter, A. J. Stringer, and W. F. 
Coleock: to the 


which were referred select 


Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 
abiliti ° 

He als eae nted resolutions signed by R. 
WwW, Whi hairman, and William Cantwell, 
secretary ‘of the hi c rressional district 
Republican committee, of Savannah, Georgia, 
stating tha m See pneee are deprived 
of civil ts by ra ad ‘ami boat compa 
nies, hotel eep a sotheaes who deny the m 
accommodations whi h they readily accord to 
liens, n K-paye ‘ and t] srefore pray 
forthe passage of t] pplementary civil rights 
bill; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BROWNLOW presente ee eee 
Susan Patton, of MeMinn « ‘Tennessee, 


Patton, 
allowed a pension; whi 
Committee on Pensions 
Mr. SUMNER. I present the memorial of 
a large numbe r of citizens of Massachusetts, 
being claimants and hei irs of claimants for 
which they set forth 
and the ex xisting obli- 
ational Government to pay those 
e them good, I move its refer- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 
agre ed to. 


widow of John sedving that she be 


ich was referred to the 


French p ations, in 
their losses from France 
gations ofthe: 
losses and ma 
ence to the Commit 

Che mouon was 

Mr. SUMNER. I also present a | 
from the students of Lincoln University, in 
Pennsylvania, asking the Senate to speedily 
pass the bill known « as the supplementary civil || 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
i] 
| 
| 
| 
} 


rignte bill; alsoa lar petition from Robert || 
W. Stokes and ons ndred and four others, 
of ow Madrid, Mi uri; also a similar 
petition from the dicen and members of 


the Young Men’s Christian 
Wilmington, Delaware: 
from William P. 
one hundred and 
York city. 
the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Association of 
also a Similar petition 
» notary pu ib lie, and 
sixty-four others, of New 


Powel 


| Mr. SUMNER. 
of the colored pe ople of the United States in 
convention assembled at Columbia, South Car- 
olina, on the 18th day of October, 1871, which 
convention, in the name of all American citi- 
zens of Afric emorialize Congress 
‘‘to enact into law the supplementary civil 
rights bill introduced by Hon. CHar.es Sum- 
NER and pending in 
United States.’ This memorial is very brief, 
very significant, very precise, and, in my judg- 
ment, unanswerable. It says: 


in descent, m 


now 


‘As among American citizens there isno discrimin- 
ation in regard to duties, so there should be none 
in regard torignts. 
States guaranties equal rights and privileges to 
every class of citizens, and it is repugnant to its 

pirit that any discrimination should be 
against any citizen on account of race or color, in 
the enjoymentof a publie privilege. American citi- 

ns of African descent are found among the execu- 
tive officers and lawgive 

his great Re spublie ; others are found occupying, 
with honor to them elves s and without discredit to 
the country, seats in the national Legislature, while 
others, with becoming dignity, represent the Gov- 
ernment of the United States abroad in its diplo- 
matic corps. 

‘*Many thousands of srete died that this nation 
might live, and in the re 
often bore the honor of the Re public on the points 
of their bayonets, side by side with their white com- 
rades in arms he shot and shell from rebel guns, 
wr the equally fat I pestilence of the hospital andthe 
prison-pen, made no dis crimination in their favor 
then ; therefore the nation that they aided unflinch- 
ingly tosave should permit none against them now. 
You have the power to prevent the centinuance of 
this great injustice, and to you we confidently look 
for the enactment of a measure which will every- 
where on American soil protect the American citi- 
hatever may be his color, against a degrading 
liscrimination. Inthe most refined capitals of Eu- 
rope the privileges that this billis designed to secure 
have long since been accorded to the colored man 
equally with the white, 


+ 


zen, W 


edly founded upon distinctions in caste, it should 
no longer be the reproach of 
four millions of its citizens enjoy abroad privileges 
denied them at home. 


* This is a civic * disability’ imposed upon us for 


no crimes committed by us against the laws of our | 


country, ar id justic e demands the passage of the bill 
in question as the first great act of national amnesty. 

Accord amnesty to others in your own good time, if 
in your wisdom you so will, but grant it to us now, 
for we have not offended against your laws. The 

‘disabilities’ we labor under have arisen from no 
act of our own, nor by any act of ours can they be 
removed. Pass this, bill, and y« yu Comp slete the noble 
arch of the American emancipation. You will thus 
prove to the world that the American Republic in 
its beneficence has the will, as well as the power, to 
enforce the rights of the humblest citizen who yie lds 
obedience to its laws.”’ 

| ‘This memorial, so admirable in form, is 
signed by Robert B. lliott, James M. Simms, 
Richard Nelson, Josiah T. Walls, Isaac Myers, 
Benjamin A. Bosemon, jr., F. C. Antoine, J. 
I’, Quarles, and I’. G. Barbadoes, committee 
on behalf of the Colored Men’s Southern State 
Convention. 
place with the other petitions and memorials 
on the same subject. 

‘The memorial was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. HARLAN presented the petition of 
Rufus M. Pickel, formerly assessor of internal 
revenue for the first district of lowa, praying 
to be relieved from the payment of certain 
internal revenue stamps alleged to have been 
lost in transit from Washington city to Mount 
Pleasant, Iowa; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have received and 
been requested to present to the Senate the 
memorial of John M. Scott and others, stating 
that they hold the right of their ancestors to 
some lands granted before the adoption of the 
Constitution to the heads of families in the 
State of Illinois, that they have been deprived 
of those lands, and they ask that the Govern- 
ment of the United States will now issue to 


| them land-warrants, that they may locate upon 


other lands in lieu of those to which they were 
entitled by grant made by Congress before the 
adoption of the Constitution. 
memorial be referred to the Committee on 


1 move that these petitions lie on || Private Land Claims. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr.. TRUMBULL. I-have-some six .peti- 


The Constitution of the United | 


made || 


rs in many of the States of | 


-ent great rebellion they || 


and upon precisely thesame | 
terms. This beingthecaseunder monarchies avow- | 


1] 
I ask that this memorial takeits | 


I move that the | 
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I also offer the memorial } tions, numerously signed by citizens of t} 


upon m: aterials for the construction of bu: 


the Senate of the | 




















|or are prepared to do so, I move that ti, 
|| memorials lie on the table. : 
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of Chicago, praying for the remission of ed fi “ 
ings in the burnt district of that city, and . 

a resolution passed by the board of Coun ne 
commissioners of Cook county, Illinois. ,7 
the same subject, asking that this re lief ti 
e sxtended to all the citizens of Chicago in erep;. 
ing buildings, whether inside or outside of the 
burnt district. As I understand the comm; 

tee will report upon this subject this mor: 


iY o 
Ming 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have also a petition 
from tax-payers of Livingston county, in the 
State of Illinois, in favor of a reform in the 
tariffs so as to make it more nearly a syste; 
of duties for revenue instead of protection 
I move its reference to the Committee 
Tinance. 

The motion was agreed to, 


Mr. CAMERON. I present a remonstranes 


Ob 


| from workers in Potts Grove Iron- Works, of 


Pottstown, Montgomery county, Pennsylvania 

against a change of the existing tariff wa 
abating or abolishing the duties upon such 
articles as are successfully produced in 
country. The petitioners say they ‘are ad. 
vised and believe such action will be ur ged 
upon your honorable bodies by the English c: ut 

italists who maintain the Free-Trade League” 
now existing in this country; and they reape ste 
fully pray for the repeal of all duties on tea 
and coffee, and such other articles of necessity 
or comfort as cannot be produced in the United 
States; and they further pray ‘‘ that as repre. 
sentatives of the American people, you will 


thig 


\| take care that duties shall be so adj as 
the Republic that | ~s ; Justed as to 


encourage and defend every home industry, 
and to foster the honor and interests of the 
American laborer.’’ 

[ have also a similar petition from working. 
men in the county of Lancaster, and a similar 
petition from the iron-works of Middletown, 
Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, on the same 
subject, and pretty much in the same words 
all of which I move to refer to the Committee 
on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMERON presented two petitions 
from citizens of the western part of Pennsy! 
vania, headed by Governor John W. Geary 
and other men who served in the late war, 
praying a bounty of eight and one third dol 
lars per month to each soldier for the time he 


| served, and an amendment to the twenty-fifih 


section of the act of July 15, 1870, so as to 
allow soldiers and sailors to enter the land 
therein allowed without the requirements of 
settlement and cultivation; which were re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Military Aff: irs, 


Mr. WILSON presented the memoriai of 
the Women’s Kconomical Garden Homestea! 
League, praying the enactment of a woman's 
homestead law, and that one half of all lands 
granted to railroads, &c., and of that reserved 





for homesteads along the lines of such grants 
shall be held for settlement by women ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public 


Lands. 

He also presented the petition of Lucyna 
Hathaway, praying to be allowed a pension 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

He also presented the petition of George W. 
Morse, praying an extension of his poe 
Nos. 15995 and 15996 for an improvement | 
fire-arms; which was referred to the Commit: 
tee on Patents. 

Mr. NYE presented a petition of citizens of 
Nevada, praying the establishment of a mail 
route from Wells’s station to Pioche in that 
State; which was referred to the Commitice 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


Mr. SCHURZ. I present the petition « 


£ 
i 


several citizens of St. Louis representing the 
«Liquor.Dealers’ Association, praying for cer 
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tain modific 5 
. on contains some very valuable sug- 


shig petit , 2 
ae | think it would be well to have it 


gestions, 
printed. | % vv ’ ry? ~ a 
* The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Missour! 4 
‘ion presented by him, 
and that order will be made. 


: The Chair hears no 
objection, 
petition 
Finance. _ oe : : 
Vr, ANTHONY. Ido not like to interpose 
ay objection to the printing of memorials, 
and | shall not in this case; but the practice 
« becoming very frequent here of having 
yemorials printed. The memorialists almost 
Jways ask tohave them printed. It is against 
he rules of the Senate, and I[ think the prac- 
‘oe is of evil example. I shall not object, 
wever, in this case, but I hope Senators wiil 
lect that it puts a great deal of duty on 
the Printing Office, crowded as it always is 


Mi 


{ 
hie 


reco 


with morning business, and it is contrary to || 


the rules of the Senate. 


Mr. RICE presented a petition of citizens | 
of Arkansas, praying that a part of the Little | 


Rock land district be attached to the Harrison 


jand district; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Publie Lands. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Cap- | 


tain Isaac V. Dennis, praying to be allowed a 
pevsion: which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. WINDOM presented a petition of James 
T. Smith, now a resident of Washington city, 
askingthat the homestead laws may be so mod- 
ified that the time the soldiers and sailors 
served in the Army or Navy of the United 
States during the war of the rebellion may, 
after two years’ actual residence, be deducted 
from the time of five years’ residence now 
required; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FENTON presented the petition of 
Louisa Normandin, praying the payment of 
arrears of pension due her son; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Ile also presented the petition of Mary 
Mudgett, of New York, praying arrears of 
pension due her son; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of a large num- 
ber of soldiers, citizens of New York, praying 
a bounty of $8 334 per month to each soldier 
for the time be served, and an amendment to 
the twenty-fifth section of the act of July 15, 
1870, so as to allow the soldiers and sailors to 
enter the land therein allowed without the 
requirement of settlement and cultivation; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr. MORTON presented a petition of cigar 
manufacturers and cigar makers, citizens of 
the tenth congressional district of Indiana, 
praying an increase of the tariff on imported 
cigars to the extent at least of three dollars 
per pound, and fifiy per cent. ad valorem, set- 
ting forth that the inereasing value of paper 
currency, the high price of domestic tobacco, 
and the internal revenue tax on domestic 
cigars have brought foreign cigarsinto danger- 
ous competition with the industry of manufac- 


turing cigars in the United States; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 


for thereliefof Richard M. Rucker, late second 


granting him a pension as second lieutenant ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
§'ons, 

Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of 
George W. Trueheart, praying an increase of 


pension; which was relerred to the Committee || 


on Pensions. 

Mr. CARPENTER presented a petition of 
the Grand Army of the Republic of Wisconsin, 
praying a modification of the law in relation 
to discharged soldiers so as to dispense with 
the necessity of actual residence for any par- 
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ations of the revenue laws, and as | 


asks for the printing of tke peti- || 


The | 
n will be referred to the Committee on | 
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ticular period of time on their part before 
receiving title to the lands located by them, 
and an extension of the time for application 
for pensions; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SAWYER presented a resolution of 
the Legislature of South Carolina in favor of 
the removal of the political disabilities of 
H. W. Carter and Andrew J. Stringer of that 
State; which was referred to the select Com- 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabili- 
ties. 

He also presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of South Carolina in favor of the re- 
moval of the political disabilities of W. I*. Col- 
cock, of that State; which was referred to the 
select Committee on the Removal of Political 
Disabilities. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of 


Theodore Lyman Moody, heir and for the | 
o-heirs of Joseph Moody, deeeased, of Ken- | 


nebunk, Maine, praying indemnification for 
spoliations committed by the French prior to 


Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. COLE. I present a petition signed by 
the Governor of California and several ex- 
Governors, by the mayor of San Francisco and 
several ex-mayors, and by nearly all the pub- 
lishers of newspapers there, as well as by most 
of the leading merchants and citizens of San 
I’rancisco, asking Congress to establish a two- 
dime coin, and setting forth the great incon- 


venience that is suffered in that State by reason 


of the present denomination of the coinage 
issued under the laws of the United States. 
1 move that this petition be referred to the 


| Committee on Finance, and I hope that it will | 
| receive prompt and favorable action. 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented the petition of 
Eleanor C. Ramsey, praying to be allowed 
arrears of pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. OSBORN presented the petition of Wil- 


| liam H. Bryant, of Pensacola, Florida, praying 


the removal of his political disabilities ; which 
was referred to the select Committee on the 
temoval of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. CORBETT. I am requested to present 
some fifteen memoriuls from citizens of vari- 
ous portions of the State of Oregon, all inthe 
following langage: 


To the Senate and Ilouse of Representatives in Congress | 


assembled : 


We, the undersigned citizens of the State of Ore- | 


gon, would respectfully represent that, under color 
of declarative pretense, in pursuance of the act of 
Congress approved March 12, 1800,the Legislature 
of the State of Oregon, at its last session, passed an 


| act providing for theselection and sale of theswamp 


and overflowed lands belonging to the State of Ore- 
gon; and that under the provisions of the said act 
of the Legislature, land speculators, membersof the 
Legislature and their confréres, made out prior tothe 
passage of said act filings to cover nearly all the 


| lands claimed to be of the character denominated | 
| swamp 


and overflowed lands, thereby creating a 
monopoly to the great injury of landless and labor- 
ing citizens; and further, by the acts of the commis- 


sioners appointed to make the selections of swamp | 


and overflowed lands, preémptors and homestead 


settlers are being deprived of their just rights, in 
| direct violation of the spirit of the said act of Con- 
| gress, andin opposition to the genius of republican 
| institutions. 


The greater part of the lands thus claimed are 
made valuable only on account of the overflow, 


aes co | thereby producing the finest of hay lands, without 
He also presented a petition of citizens of 


Indiana, praying the enactment of aspecial act | 


which large districts of country would be rendered 
wholly unfit for settlement. 
Therefore, believing that the grant of Congress 


. . : || has lapsed, and the subject-matter fallen under the 
lieutenant seventy-first Indiana volunteers, by | 


direct power and control of Congress, we respectfully 
ask for such legislation as will secure to actual set- 
tlers, in limited quantities, under the provisions of 
the homestead and preémption rights all lands that 
are of sufficient value to justify such settlements. 
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever 


| pray, &c. 


I have also received from other citizens of 
the State letters in which they set forth that 
this district of country embraces high rolling 
lands, and that it is necessary for these Jands 
to be held in connection with the dry lands 
from which to cut hay in the winter, and there- 
fore they desire that the homestead and pre- 


| be printed. 
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emption laws should be extended to them. I 
move the reference of these petitions to the 
Committee on Publie Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SCOTT presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Newcastle, Pennsylvania, booksellers, 
stationers, and job printers, protesting against 
the sale of stamped envelopes by the Govern- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. HITCHCOCK presented the memorial 
of Hampton B. Denman, superintendent of 
Indian affairs for the northern superintend- 
ency, praying the passage of a bill granting 
him relief on account of certain public moneys 
stolen from him at Omaha, Nebraska; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I present the petition 
of Mary Ann R. Lee, touching the Arlington 
estate. The petitioner states that the Arling- 
ton estate was devised to her by her father, 


| George W. P. Custis, for life, and at her death 
the year 1801; which was referred to the || 


to her eldest son. She states that during the 
war the whole estate was sold for taxes, for 
ninety-two dollars; that the sale was irreg- 
ular. She says in her petition that she under- 
stands the property is devoted by the Govern- 
ment to the purposes of a national cemetery; 
that she does not desire to disturb the United 
States in the possession of the property for 
that purpose, and simply asks that her claim 
be investigated, and that if found good the 
United States Government pay ber for the 
property. I move that the petition be printed 
and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
lary. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The petition will 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The Senator from Virginia also asks that it 
If there is no objection to that 


The 


motion, the printing will be ordered. 


| Chair hears no objection, and that order is 


made. 
Mr. WEST presented a petition of the Mer 
chants’ and Manufacturers’ Board of Trade 


| of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, setting forth the 


advantages of that locality as a suitable place 


| for a navy-yard on the Mississippi river, and 
| earnestly calling the attention of Congress to 
| that fact; which was referred to the Committee 


on Naval Affairs. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, praving aid to estab- 

Be) I % 

lish an iron-ship and boat building yard in the 
Mississippi valley; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BLALL presented the petition of Abi- 
gail Warner Hank, heir and for the co-heirs 
of Benjamin Connor, deceased, of St. Louis, 


| Missouri, praying indemnification for spolia- 


tions committed by the French prior to the 
year 1801; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

He also presented a petition of I’. L. Ridg- 
ley and other underwriters of St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, praying that an amendment be made to 
the present law in regard to the safety of life 
and property on board of steamboats, requir- 
ing all hay that may be transported on steam- 
boats, that is stowed on the torecastle, on the 
guards. or in the deck-room of the steamboat, 
to be haled and securely covered with tar- 
paulins; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. LEWIS presented a petition of citizens 
of Virginia belonging to the German Reformed 
church of Winchester, Virginia, asking com- 
pensation for damages inflicted on their church 
during the late rebellion; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the petitions of Mann 
Spitler, of Page county, Virginia; of Dr. A. 
M. Newman, of Rockingham county, Virginia; 
of Gilbert S. Meem, of Mount Jackson, Shen- 
andoah valley, Virginia; of Charles A. Yancey, 
of Rockingham county, Virginia; and of James 

| H. Ballard, of Roanoke county, Virginia, pray- 
| ing the removal of their political disabilities 5 
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which were relerre d to the select Committee 
on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. STEVENSON presented the petition of 
W. W. Bradley and others, Federal 
of Harrison county, Kentucky, praying an 
amendment to the act of July 15, 1870, so as 
to provide for the equalization of pensions and 
bounty lands by abolishing the requirements 
of that act settlement and eultivation ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut, presented the 
petition of George F. Tracy, of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, setting forth that he is postmas- 
es ter of that pl ice, that the post otiice was en- 
44 tered and robbed of a large amount of stamps, 
and praying that he may be relieved from the 


soldiers 


“us tO 


; obligation of reimbursing the Government 
ot, therefor ; which was referred to the Committee 
f on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


NE Mr. SCHURZ presented the petition of 
eb 3 Philip Gordon, a soldier in a regiment of New 
York volunteers, praying inquiry into the cir 
his cumstances connected with the murder of 
Ellen Gordon; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. LOGAN presented a petition of citizens 
ei of Pennsylvania, praying the passage of an act 

granting and marines who 
served in the war of the rebellion a bounty of 
$8 334 per month, deducting bounties already 
maid; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 
He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Illinois, praying the retention of the existing 
tariff on articles successfully produced in the 
United States; which the 
Committee on Finance. 
He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Illinois, praying the remittance of duties and 
; taxes on materials entering into the construc 
tion of buildings in the city of Chicago; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a resolution of the Board 
of Commerce, of Chicago, Illinois, praying the | 
remittance of the duty and tax on all mate- 
rial entering into the coustruction of build- 
ings in that city; which was ordered to lie on | 
the table. \| 

Mr. LOGAN. I present a petition, or I | 
should say a letter, of Philip A. Hoyne. It is | 
not addressed to me as a petition, but I ask 
that it be made a petition and referred to the | 
Committee on the Judiciary; and I desire to 
make ashortstatementin reference to it. Mr. 
Hoyne is the United States commissioner for | 
the northern district of Illinois, and his claim || 
for fees against the Government for duties per- | 
formed by him, as proven by the judge of the 
court, Judge Blodgett, and other witnesses by || 
affidavits, was presented to the Auditor here || 
for settlement. I have the reply of the || 
Auditor, which | desire to read, so that the |! 
Senate may hear it: 


soldier sailors, 


was referred to 


“Str: Your account for fees from lst July to 7th | 
October, ‘estimated,’ is herewith returned to you 
disallowed. You should give notonly the case, but |! 
the items in each case. This you cannot do, your | 
books and papers having been destroyed by the 
“great fire.’’’ 


This is the kind of answer that he got. 

I move that this communication be made a | 
si: petition and referred to the Committee on the | 
Judiciary. | 
The motion was agreed to. 


be Mr. SAWYER presented the petition of || 
is Nicholas White, of Washington city, District | 
2 #4 of Columbia, for compensation for losses sus- | 


tained by him in consequence of the occupa- | 
tion, use, and partial destruction of certain || 
property owned by him at Newport News, Vir- | 
Se ginia, during the rebellion, by the military | 
e ' amhorities of the United States; whieh was 

$ { referred to the Committee on Claims. 








as 
7 fee PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED 
: i £¢ On motion of Mr. CARPENTER, it was 
¥3 , r . . 
Siar Ordered, That D. V. Colclazer have leave to with- 
eae | draw from the files of the Senate his memorial and | 
f at a | papers. i 
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On motion of Mr. ANTHONY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Etham Ray Clarke 
and Samuel W. Clarke be taken from the files of the 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 


CHICAGO FIRE. 


Mr. WRIGHT. !t will be remembered that 
last week the Committee on Finance reported 
back the bill (S. No. 330) to provide for the 
relief of sufferers by fire at Chicago, recom- 
mending that it pass with an amendment 
striking out the second section. The bill was 
recommitted to the committee, the report 
being made at that time for the purpose of 
giving to the Senator from Illinois [ Mr. Logan! 
an opportunity to be heard on the general 
question. I am instructed this morning to | 
report the bill, recommending its passage with 
two or three amendments, the amendments 
relating to the second section of the bill. The 
first section of the bill, it will be remembered, 
relates to the introduction, free of duty, of 
articles that are intended as gifts to the suffer- 
ers by the Chicago fire. The second section 
provides for a drawback on all materials te be 
actually used in buildings. The recommend- 
ation of the committee is that the bill pass | 
with these amendments: in line three, after | 
the word ‘‘ materials,’’ to insert the word || 
‘*imported,’’ and after the words ‘‘to be,’’ to 
insert the word ‘‘and;’’ so that it will read, | 

| 
| 


‘on all materials imported to be and actually 
used in buildings.’’ In the sixth line of the 
same section the committee propose to insert 
the words ‘‘and used”’ after the word ‘‘im- || 
ported,’ and then at the end of the section to || 
strike out the words ‘‘said 9th day of October, | 
1871,’’ and insert ‘‘after the passage of this | 
act;’’ so that the proviso will read: 

Provided, That said materials shall have been | 


imported and used during the term of one year from 
and after the passage of this act. 


The committee instruct me to report the 
bill back and ask that it be passed with these 
amendments. I am also instructed to ask that 
the bill be considered at this time. I under- 
stand that the Senators from Illinois desire 
its present consideration. Having made this 
recommendation, and reported the bill back 
and asked its present consideration, the bill 
bill is now passed to their charge. 

Mr. LOGAN. If the Senate are disposed 
to consider the bill at this time, I ask that it 
be Jaid aside and the bill from the House be 
taken up in order that I may offer the Senate 
billas reported from the Committee on Finance 
as a substitute for the House bill, so that when 
it goes back to the House the question will be 
merely on concurrence. I ask that that course 


| be pursued, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 


| 

| 

| 
reported by the Committee on Finance? The 

Chair hears none. | 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. Mr. President—— | 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Doesthe Senator 
from Kentucky object to the present consider- 

ation of the bill? 
| 
| 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I wish toinquire 


| of the honorable Senator from Illinois about 


what length of time this business will probably 
consume ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be term- 
inated at one o'clock, if not sooner concluded 
by the unfinished business coming up. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. Very well. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection the request of the Senator from 
Illinois will be regarded as acceded to, and the | 
House bill taken up, and these amendments | 
proposed by the Committee on Finance be con- | 
sidered as pending to the House bill. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senate bill and the | 
amendments, as a substitute for the House 
bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the biil 
(H. R. No. 555) for the relief of sufferers by 
fire at Chicago is before the Senate as in | 
Committee of the Whole, and the Senator from |! 


' be substituted for the House bill, 
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Illinois now moves that the Senate bill N 
380, as reported by the Committee on Finanes, 
‘ie 

retary will first report the House bill ze = 
the substitute. ” 
Mr. POMEROY. I think it is only negg 
sary to read the substitute. ; . 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The subsijty, 
then only will be reported to save time, jf Ps 
Senator calls for the reading of the House bill 


Mr. CAMERON. [should like to hearth, 
whole bill read. ‘ 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The origing 
bill ? “ 
Mr. CAMERON. Yes, sir; it is a yen 


important bill, and Ido not want it to pas; 
without being thoroughly understood. . 
The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Secretary 
will first report the original bill. ; 
The bill (H. R. No. 555) for the relief of 


| sufferers by fire at Chicago was read. 


The amendment was read, being to strike 
out all after the enacting clause and in liey 


| thereof to insert: 


That all goods, wares, and merchandise which 
may be sent from places without the limits of the 
United States as gratuitous contributions to the 
relief of sufferers by the fire which occurred q 


| Chicago, Illinois, October 8 and 9, 1871, shall, when 


imported and consigned to the proper authority a 
Chicago for distribution, be admitted tree of duty 

Sec. 2. That there shall be allowed and paid, under 
such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall prescrible, on all materials imported to be apd 
actually used in buildings erected on the ground 
burned over by said fire, a drawback of the import 


| duties paid onthe same: Provided, That said mate- 


rials shall have been imported and used during the 
term of one year from and after the passage of this 
act. 

Sec. 3. That the Commissioner of Internal Rey- 
enue is hereby authorized to suspend the collection 
of such taxes as may have been assessed, or as mas 
have accrued, prior to the 9th of October, 1871, in 
the first collection district of the State of Illinois. 
against any person residing or doing business ani 
owning property in thatportion of the city of Chi- 
cago recently destroyed by fire, and who, in th 
opinion of said Commissioner. has suffered materia! 
loss by such fire: Provided, That such suspension 
shall not be continued after the close of the next 
regular session of Congress. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I rather feel 
it my duty to offer the following amendment: 


In line three, section two, after the word “im- 
ported,” to insert the words “herein enumerated,” 
and after the word ‘‘same,’’ in line five, to insert, 
‘““namely, timber rough-hewed or sawed; boards 
in the rough; lath, clapboards, shingles, cut nails, 
iron specially made and fitted for the construction 
of buildings, slate, brick, building-stone, lime, 
cement.” 

‘The purpose of the amendment will be ob 
vious to the Senate, and that is that the bill 
shall afford in all substantial respects the aid 
intended by the bill as it came from the House; 
but if it shall pass in the general terms in which 
it was submitted, there are numberless articles 
that might be imported which would cause the 
custom-house a vast amount of labor, and yet 
would be of no considerable benefit to any 
parties whatever. For instance, if the bill 
shall pass as it came from the House all the 
smallest materials in the way of hardware 
might be introduced for the purpose indicated ; 
paints, every article like oil and lead, and the 
various articles that are used for drying pur- 
poses. It strikes me that if the substantial 
articles upon which more competition is desired 
are enumerated, the bill should be acceptable 
to the Senators from Illinois. 

Mr. LOGAN. I merely wish to call the 
attention of the Senate to a fact or two. This 
bill is a verbatim copy, except as to dates and 
name, of the bills that were passed in 1866 ior 
the relief of the citizens of Portland, Maine. 
I drew the bill as a copy from two bills passed 
in 1866, one for the remission of duties on 
building materials, and the other giving tbe 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue the righ! 
to suspend for one year the collection of that 
revenue ia that district where the evidence 
proved to him that it was proper to be done. 

A word, now, in answer to what has been 
said by the Senator from Vermont. The bill 


has been changed by the amendment of the 


com jitee. 
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soe, sg as to remit the duties simply 
- nee imported to be used and actually 

- Now, suppose parties were to import 
., email articles he has mentioned and they 
ee to be used in a building, 13 it not as fair 


ee mit the duty on those as it would be on 
to rel e : : 

sling else? He desires us to be confined 
my tues ' = . 
ae ein articles; those articles are not ali 
qn ereriuil 


eee ermploved inn building. I believe he 
a nention brick at all. 


oe WORRILL, of Vermont. 


Mr. 3 Yes, brick, 


cone and et reut. 

a, LOGAN. _What else? fe 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Shingles, 

ie. LOGAN. Bui'ding-stone? 

Mr MORRILL, of Vermont. 

Mr. LOGAN. What else? 


Mr, MORRILL, of Vermont. 


Yes, stone. 


All kinds of 
Iymver. 7 
“Mr. LOGAN. Are those articles all that 
o into a building? I would ask the gentleman 
why not include glass? You put glass ina 
building: you use screws to hang doors with ; 
you use putty, aud many other things. Does 
the gentleman propose to remit the duties on 
a portion of the articles and not on the others? 
Many things that we cannot Just now remem- 
her or think of belong toa building as building 
materials. : ‘ 
[desire further to call the attention of the 
Senate to another point. ‘There seems to be 
a kind of a scare here among some gentlemen 
hat some fraud is going to be committed; that 
‘he revenues are going to be materially reduced 
by this bill, or that somebody will not get the 
tariff in his pocket on the articles that may be 
sed. Let me call the attention of the Senate 
to the amount of duties remitted in the case 
of Portland, Maine, afier the great fire there 
in 1866. under just such a bill us this, that we 


) 


may see whether a Senator ought to be alarmed || 
atitornot. When Portland was rebuilt under 
a bill precisely like this the amount of duties || 


remitted by the Secretary of the Treasury was 
$91,456 86, as stated by the Secretary of the 


‘Treasury himself, and I have his official letter | 


here: and I will have it read at the Clerk’s 
desk to show that there is no occasion for 
alarm. 

The Chief Clerk read the following letter: 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Orrick OF COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS, 
January 10, 1871. 
Sir: In reply to your verbal inquiry of this date, 
[have the honor to inform you that the amount 
paid by the Treasury Dep»rtment, through the col- 
lector for the district of Portland and Falmouth, 
Maine, from July 1, 1866, to December 31, 1868, as 
drawback on material used in buildings erected on 
the ground burned over by the fire which occurred 


at Portlind, Maine, July 4 and 5, 1863, was $21,456 86. | 


The colleetcr bas been written to and requested to 
furnish any further information he may be able to 
communicate upon the subject, upon the receipt of 
which you will be duly notified. 


Very respectfully, W. T. HAINES, 
Commissioner. 
lon. H. C. Burcuarp, M. C. 


Mr. LOGAN. This shows that in the rebuild- 
ing of that city a very small amount of duties 
were remitted. I will say to the Senate that 
the articles which the Senator from Vermont 
names in his amendment to this bill may be 
the very articles that in all probability there 
would not be one dollar's worth of used. As 
far as stone is concerned, we do not ask that 
any stone be imported. We have as good stone 
quarries as there are in this country right there 
in the vicinity of Chicago. Brick may be 


imported under this bill, and there is a very | 
good reason why it should be. The moment | 
this fireoceurred, almost ail the bricksthrough- | 
Out the country were purchased by a few men, | 
and at once put up to enormous prices. Ido | 


not know that avy brick will be imported; but 


if this bill should pass it would force the men || 


Who organized themselves and purchased all 
the brick in the country to reduce the price to 
Qreasonable figure. ‘That is about all that is 
expected to be done by this bill. Jt is to pre- 
veut organizations of that kind putting up 
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building materials to such prices as people | 
cannot afford to pay. I do hope the Senate 
will pass the bill as itis reported from the 
committee without further amendment, for with 
the amendment now proposed the bill would 
be of no advantage whatever to us. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
hour bas expired, and the unfinished business 
pending at the last adjournment is now before 
the Senate, being the amnesty bill. The Sen 
ator from Vermont at that time indicated a 
desire to claim the floor to-day. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President—— 

Mr. LOGAN. If the gentleman will allow 
me—- 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Pardon me for one mo- 
ment, and [ will state what I propose. I said 
on the last occasion of adjournment that | pro- 
posed to address the Senate this morning on 
the subject of the civil service bill, presenting 
it as an amendment to the bill which is the 
regular order for to-day, in order that I might 
reply to the argument of my friend from Wis- 
consin, [Mr. Carpenrer;} but I am again 
obliged this morning to go into the Supreme 
Court, and [shall therefore take occasion some 
time later in the day, if I get back, to go on. 
[ willtherefore, at this time, yield to anybody 
who may wish to take the floor. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. DoestheSenator 
move his amendment? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not at this moment. be- 
cause it might embarrass the debate on other 
points connected with the biil. 

Mr. DAVIs, of Kentucky. Mr. Presi- 
dent—— 

Mr. LOGAN. Lhope tle Senator will allow 
| me to make an appeal to the Senate. I do 
/ not presume that there is going to be any 

further discussion on the biil which we have 

| been considering this morning. All the time 
it will require will be the time necessary to 
take the vote. I ask, therefore, that all prior 
orders be postponed and that bill be acted 
upon. 


be passed over informally. 
Mr. LOGAN. Very well. 

| meant to suggest. 

|| Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I would remark 


That is what I 


have received a remonstrance from someaf my 
constituents against the passage of this bill. I 
| would therefore ask his courtesy to allow me 
an oppertunity to examine the bill in connec: 
tion with that remonstrance. My feeling is 


| at all disposed to eome to the conclusion that 
|| I will oppose the bill, even to effect the pur- 
poses of the remonstrants. All that I desireis 


most liberal spirit to the bill. 
Mr. LOGAN. 


consideration of it without every Senator being 


over so that the Senator from Kentucky can 
have an opportunity of examining it. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 





to-morrow. 

Mr. LOGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I movethat the amend- 

ment reported by the committee and the amend- 
| ment of the Senator frem Vermont be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 





| ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
| Mr. DAVIS, cf Kentucky. 
| pending orders and all other orders be post- 


which I offered some weeks since in the Senate. 
|| Mr. RAMSEY. 
|| yet undisposed of. 
| Mr. WILSON. 
|| to finish the morning business, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I have no sort 


| of objection. 
\ 


Mr. WILSON. I ask that the unfinished 


Mr.SUMNER. Letthe unfinished business || 


to the honorable Senator trom Illinois that [ | 


altogether in favor of his bill; and I am not | 


to have an opportunity of examining it in the | 
I certainly would not ask the | 


willing, and I will most gladly allow it to go | 


passed over for the present, and the Senator | 
| from Illinois gives notice that he will call it up || 


I move that the || 
poned to enable me to call up the resolution 
There is morning business | 


I hope we shall be allowed |! 
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| 
| business be laid aside informally for the pur- 
| pose of proceeding with morning business. 

Mr. SUMNER. I shall make no objection 
to laying by the regular order informally, so 
that it shall not lose its place. ; 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentmeky. That was the 
suggestion I was going to make, and I thank 
the honorable Senator from 
for making it. 

Mr. MORTON. Is it in order 
reports? 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenatorfrom 
Massachusetts yields.to allow the pending 
business to be informally pussed over, and 
the Chair again states to Senators, as he aid 
several times last week, that before a motion 
toadjourn or to proceed to the consideration of 
executive business shall have been made, some 
Senator must demand the reeular order, whieh 
will call up this bilk or else, whatever the 
Senate adjourns on will be the unfinished busi- 
ness preceding this bill. ‘The Senator from 
Massachusetts now yields to allow the current 
morning business to be completed, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. Ll ask the hon- 
orable Senator to let me have my resolution 
taken up, and then I will consent that i: be 
informally passed over uniil all the morning 
business is done. 

Mr. SUMNER. I trust the Senator will 
wait until the morning business is over and 
then make his suggestion, and let it take the 
form of passing over the order of the day 
informally. : 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. 
at all. 


Massachu:eus 


to make 


I do not object 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
receive morning business. 

mittees are in order. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The Committee on Post 

Offices and Post Roads, to whom were referred 

| the bill (S. No. 341) to reduce the rates of 

| correspondence by telegraph and to connect 

the telegraph with the postal service, have in- 

structed me to report it back with an amend: 


The Chair will 
Reports of com- 


|| ment in the nature of a substitute, together 


| with a written report. I wil simply say in 
| reporting this bill that I do not think there is 
any legislation pending before either House of 
Congress fraught with as much real benefit to 
| the people, not even excep'ing the civil service 
| reform, as this measure which I now present. 
| It proposes the reduction of the cost of tele- 
| graphic communication by one half, and this 
without any expense to the Government or to 
the people; and not only does it involve no 
expense to the Government, but. it produces 
a large revenue to the ‘l’reasury by the postal 
stamp which it requires on every telegraphic 
communication. In every other civilized coun: 
| try of the world, I believe, without exception, 
the cost of telegraphic communication has been 
within the last few years very considerably re- 
|| dueed—reduced in about the same ratio that 
|| this bill proposes a reduction in this country. 
| | hope the committee will have an early op- 
|| portunity of bringing this bill before the Senate 
for action. I move now that the report be 
printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. RAMSEY. Iask that an extra num- 
ber of conies of the bill and report be printed, 
| say one thousand, 

The ViCk PRESIDENT. That motion, 
under the law, will be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 

Mr. WINVOM, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, who were instructed t» inquire as to 
|| the necessity and propriety of further | gisla- 
| tion with regird to the Mille Lac reservation, 
reported that in their judgment no further 
legislation on the subject was necessary, and 
therefore asked to be discharged from is cun- 
|| sideration; which was agreed to. 
|| Mr. LOGAN. ‘The Committee on Pulilic 
| Lands, to whom were referred the bill (3. No. 
1 447) to enable honorably discharged suldiers 
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and sailors, their widows and orphan children, 
the public lands of 


to acquire home teads on 


the U: ] , have unanimously directed 
me to report it back with amendments. This 
bill is one of very great importance, and I 
{ egire ! w t ca | the attention of Senate rs to 
it so that they may examine it. It gives a 
homestead of one hundred and sixty acres of 
land to each ofhicer, soldie: sailor, o1 marine 
who shall make his appliecat within fix 
month and occupy actua ly in person the 
prem for eighteen months. Then the 


, Army is t 
rom the five years now required 
under the homestead law 
remain on the land. These are the main 
features of the bill. Ithas been very carefull; 


of the time that he served in the 


’ } 
be deducted ‘ 


examined by the committee, and is, I thinl 

an excelle t mé asure ls cthe attention of 

Senators to it, so that when itis called ‘ 
tion they may kuow what it i 


HAMILTON, of Texas. from the Com 


initt P ns, to whom 1 referred t! 
I 1 O] My o 3 Co | i\1 \ 
pensl i nied ! 
of the I f 1812 who re 1 1 8) 
the t tipulated in act of ! ' 14 
187] ito bed rged { i furt 
‘ } i Hid a ‘ j 
ie ». from the same commit , to whom 
{ ed t] petition of Kili B. Steven 
' : : >" 
p ! pension, a ced to be disehare 
fur ( ideration; which wa 
rc cd ! 
He also, from the same committee. to whom 
" referred the petition of Anne E. Boyle, 
widowof the late Commodore Junius J. Boyle 
United States Navy, praying for a pension, 


acked to be discharged from its further con 
sid ration: which was agre od to. 

Mr. POMEROY. 1 am instructed by the 
Commitiee on Public Lands to report back 
and recommend the passage of the bill (S. No. 
802) to set apart a certain tract of land lying 
near the headwaters of the Y« llowstone river 
asa public park. It will beremembered that 
an appropriation was made last year of about 
ten thousand dollars to explore that country. 
Professor Hayden and pariy have been there, 
and this bill is drawn ou the recommendation 
of that gentleman to consecrate for public 
uses this country for a public park. It con- 
tains about forty miles square. It embraces 
those geysers, those great natural curiosities 
which have attracted so much attention. Itis 
thought that it ought to be set apart for public 
uses. I would like to have the bill acted on 


now. The committee felt that if we were | 


Oing to set it apart at all, it ought to be done 

efore individual preémptions or homestead 
claims attach. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Massachusetts and the Senator from 
Kentucky both gave way only for current 
morning business, but the Senator from Kan- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| nati, St. Louis, Nashville, and Natchez to be 


secured and paid at those places,”’ reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. COLE. The Committee on Appropri- 
ations. to whom was referred the bill (H. KR. 
No. 625) making appropriations to supply a 
deficiency in the appropriations for salaries 
and contingent expenses of the Post Office 
Department for the current fiscal year, have 
instructed me to reportit back without amend- 
ment. Itis a very short bill, and I think need 

ible the Calendar. I ask that it be 
read and pui on its passage now. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. J object. 

Mr. COLE. It will go on the Calendar, 
then 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator can 
vithdraw the report or have the bill placed on 
the Calendar. 

Mr. COLE. Let it go on the Calendar. 

Mr. MORTON, from the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections, to whom was re- 
erred the bi 1 (S. No. 58) to prescribe the 
time for holding the election for electors 
of President aud Vice President in the State 
other purposes, reported 


amendment. 


Louisiana, and for 
i W th ib 

lie also, fromthe same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 284) to pay 
William P. Prestonthe sum therein mentioned, 


reported it without amendment. 


1LOUSE BILLS REFERRED 

ne bill (H. R. No. 876) to fund the debt 
of the city of Washington existing June 1, 
1871, was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Phe bill (Hf. R. No. 1074) providing for the 
survey of the harbor and river at Washington, 
District of Columbia, was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

The bill (H. R. No. 1076) establishing cer- 
tain post roads in Vermont was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads. 

The following bills were read twice by their 
titles, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
8iohs: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1068) granting a pension 
to Martha B. Williams; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1073) granting a pension 
to Sarah Whiting 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. BLAIR asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained. leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
504) in regard to entries by preémption under 
the act of Congress approved September 4, 
1841, entitled ‘*An act to appropriate the 


|| proceeds of the sales of the public lands and 


688 noW asks unanimous consent for the | 


consideration of the bill which he has just 
reported, 

Several Senators objected. 

Mr. POMEROY. ‘Then I withdraw the 
report for the present. 


Mr. PATTERSON, from the Committee on | 


the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 385) to regulate the admission 
of pupils into the Columbia Institution for the 


Deaf and Dumb, reported it without amend- | 


ment. 
Mr. KELLOGG, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. 


No. 114) to incorporate the Shreveport and | 


Red River Improvement Company, asked to 
be discharged from its further consideration, 


and that it be referred to the Committee on | 


Pablic Lands; which was agreed to. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom | 


was referred the bill (S. No. 169) to amend an 
act passed March 2, 1831, entitled ‘An act 


allowing the duties on foreign merchandise | 
imported into Wheeling, Vicksburg, Cincin- || from the same parties in another form, and I | 


to grant preémption rights,’’ and to amend 
the same; ohich was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HITCHCOCK asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce 
a bill (S. No. 505) granting lands to certain 
institutions in the State of Nebraska; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. COLE asked,and by unanimous con- 


| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


506) to establish military prisons; which was 
read twice by its title, sud referred, together 
with a communication from the Secretary of 
War on the same subject, to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FENTON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave tointroduce a bill (S. No. 
507) to authorize the establishment of ocean 
mail steamship service between the United 
States and Mexico; which was read twice by 
its title. 

Mr. FENTON. I believe the propositions 
contained in this bill have been before the 
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads 
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move the reference of this bill to th 
mittee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HARLAN. I presenta communica; 
from the Secretary of the Interior, ate 
letters from the Commissioner of Indian Agi 
and the superintendent of the northern gy —_ 
intendency, together with the draft of a bill f, 
the relief of certain tribesof Indians in th 
northern superintendency. I ask that - 
bill be read twice by its title, referred \ 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered ; 
be printed, together with this communication 

There being no objection, leave Was grante; 
to introduce a bill (8S. No. 508) for the relief 
of certain tribes in the northern superini, 
ency; which was read twice by its title, referraj 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and, wjy) 
the accompanying communication, ordered i 
be printed, : 

Mr. HARLAN, I present similar papers 
from the Secretary of the Interior in regard t, 
other Indians, withadraft of a joint seadeaun 
and I ask that they may takethe same eoureo 

The VICE PRESIDENT. By the praciice 
of the Senate, the resolution will be changed 
to a bill. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted 
to introduce a bill (S..No. 509) to enable the 
Secretary of the Interior to use for the removal 
of scattering bands of Chippewa Indians to 
their reservation near White Karth Lake, Min 
nesota, to subsist them thereat for six months, 
and for improvements on their reservation, 
the unexpended balance on the books of the 
Treasury heretofore appropriated for those pur. 
poses; which was read twice by its title, referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and, with 
the papers from the Department, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CORBETT asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 510) for the improvement of the Willa. 
mette and Columbia rivers, ia Oregon; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

He. also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No, 11) 
to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act to provide 
for the payment of expenses incurred by the 
Territories of Washington and Oregon in the 
suppression of Indian hostilities therein in the 
years 1855 and 1856,’’ approved March 2, 186]; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, asked, and 
by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. No. 512) to provide for the 
erection of a building suitable for the use 
of the United States courts, post office, and 
other necessary offices at Charlestown, West 
Virginia; which was read twice by its tile, 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan, asked, and by 
unanimous consent obtained, leave to introduce 
a bill (S. No. 513) to extend the time for the 
completion of the military road from Fort 
Wilkins, at Copper Harbor, in the State of 
Michigan, to Fort Howard, at Green Bay, in 
the State of Wisconsin; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


at Com 


or 


to the 


end 


| No. 514) for the relief of Albert Wieland; 


which was read twice by its title, referred to 
ihe Committee on Post Officesand Post Roads, 


and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. NYE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 515) 
authorizing the construction of arailroad from 
Pioche, Nevada, to the Utah Central railroad, 
in Utah Territory ; which was read twice by 
its title, referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimou# 
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onsent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 516 ) for the relief of George W. Morse; 
oh was read twice by its title, referred ,to 
ye Committee on Patents, and ordered to be 


ra. asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
5}7) to authorize assignments of pay ol Army 
oficers to life insurance companies; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 
ACQUISITION OF CUBA. 


Mr. BLAIR. I offer a resolution and ask 
that it be read, printed, and laid on the table; 
and I give notice that at some early day | 
-hall make some remarks to the Senate upon it. 

Leave was granted to introduce a joint reso- 
juion (S. it. No. 5) in favor of the acqui- 
sition by purchase of the island of Cuba; 
which was read a first time, as foliows: 


Whereas the island of Cuba is no longer necessary 
to the safety of any continental dominions of Spain, 
and is of vast importance to secure the southern 
sporesof the United States from invasion, and the 
eommerce floated from the great rivers of the conti- 
pent into the Gulf of Mexico, from depredation;: 
and whereas the acquisition of Cuba by the United 
States would enhance its commercial importance 
not only to the United States, but to all the commer- 
cial nations of the world, and especially to Spain, 
and for the same reason that the incorporation of 
the colonies of England, France, and Spain, under 
the Government of the United States, has promoted 
ihe development of their commerce with their 
mother countries; and whereas the acquisition of 
Cuba would free the American continent from the 
jast vestige of slavery by the operation of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and would open for 
ewigration, to the freemenof African descent now 
residing inthe United States,» congenial climate 
and rich soil adapted to their physical constitution, 
where their intelligent labor would find its richest 
rewards, promoting the improvement of the race, 
and guarantying their prosperity and equality under 
free institutions: Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Uongress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
be, and is hereby, requested to open negotiations 


of 


‘] 


formally passed over to take up his resolution, 
and he also stated that at one o’clock he would 
move to set aside the unfinished business. That 
motion is in order if the Senator now makes it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. To’ meet the 
very proper suggestion of the Senator from 
New York, I will make the motion in a form 
that will suit him. I move to postpone the 
pending and all prior orders for the purpose 
of taking up the resolution that I offered. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Kentucky first made the motion in that shape, 
and then at the suggestion of the Senator from 
Massachusetts yielded and asked that it should 
be informally taken up. He now renews the 
motion that the pending question, the amnesty 
bill, be postponed, with all other orders, for 
the purpose of proceeding to the consideration 
of the resolution offered by him. It requires 
& majority vote of the Senate to set aside the 
pending business. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. 
modify my resolution. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. That will be in 


order after it shall have been taken up. It is 


I ask leave to 


; not yet up. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I ask the unan 
imous consent of the Senate that the modified 
resolution, as I intended to offer it, be read in 
lieu of the original resolution. 


The VICE PRESIDEN?. 


vate os 
Che resolution 


| not yet being taken up, the Senator from Ken 


with Spain fur the purchase and cession of the island || 


of Cuba. 


The resolution was ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The unfinished 


business is now again before the Senate, being 
the amnesty bill, and the Senator from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Davis] asks that it be informally 
passed over for the purpose of calling up the 
resolution offered by himself some days since. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
to the Senator personally, I cannot consent to 
that, for one, and I will state to the Senator 
my reason. I will not object to his moving at 
any time to take up his resolution; indeed, I 
am not sure that 1 will not vote with him to do 
it; but when it is taken up, I want it to be 
within the control and power of the Senate. 
I say frankly that I wish to submit some ob- 
servations upon it myself. I wish to have the 
power to offer, unless some other Senator 
shall offer, amendments to the resolution, and 
the opportunity to obtain a vote upon them. 
If it is taken up thus informally it will be con- 
toually in the power of any single Senator, by 
demanding the regular order of business, to 
carry it entirely beyond our control. There- 
fore, I repeat, meaning no discourtesy to the 
Senator, the resolution is of a character so 
extraordinary, that I object to its being taken 
up except by a vote of the Senate postponing 
the regular order of business and bringing it 
within our control, so that other Senators, 
like the Senator from Kentucky, may have the 
privilege of being heard, and of offering such 
amendments and of presenting such questions 
a8 may seem to them fit. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
again state the condition of business. The 
unfinished business is before the Senate, being 
what is known as the amnesty bill, and the pend- 
Ing question is on the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner.] The 
Senator from Kentucky asked that it be in- 


Meaning no discourtesy | 





tucky asks unanimous consent to modify it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. [ ask that it be 
read for the information of the Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator cannot ask 
to take up a resolution tbat has not yet been 
offered. The resolution which he asks to take 
up is the resolution lyiug on the table, and 
that, I submit, is the resolution that must b 
reported, 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky asks that what he proposes to offer, if 
the resolution shall be taken up, as a substi- 
tute for what he formerly offered, may be read 
for information, that the Senate may kuow 


| what they are required to vote upon. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. 
sent. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. As the Chair 


understands the Senator from Ohio, the Sen- 


By general con- 


| ator from Kentucky desires the modification to 


| be read for information only, giving notice 


that he will so modify his resolution. ‘The 


| Secretary will report the original resolution 





on the Calendar to which the motion applies, 
and afterward the modification which will be 
proposed by the Senator from Kentucky if the 
resclution should be taken up. 

The Chief Clerk read the original resolution 
offered by Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, on the 


| 20th of December last, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Investigation 
and Retrenchment inquire, ascertain, and report 
whether Ulysses 8. Grant, President of the United 


| States, now has, or heretofore has had, any interest, 
| certain orcontingent, in any contract to do work for 


the United States, or to furnish any material to be 
used in any public building; and if he has, or ha 
had, any such interest, whether it came to him by 
purchase or gift. That said committee inquire, 
ascertain, and report whether any persons have 
made donations of money or property to the Pres- 
ident, and he has bestowed upon the dunors, or their 
relations, offices or places of public trust and profit; 
and if so, the names of the donors and of the per- 
sons on whom such offices or trusts were bestowed, 
designating the trust or office in each case. That 
said committee also inquire, ascertain, and report 
whether the President has bestowed any offices or 
places of public trust or profit on his relations, or 
the relatives of any member of his family; and if 
so, the names of all such persons, the otfices and 
trusts bestowed upon them, and their relationship 
to the President or member of his family. ‘That 
said committee also inquire, ascertain, and report 
whether there has been any contract, arrangement, 
or understanding by or among any officers or persons 
in the civil, military, or naval service of the United 
States, that they or others were to have any part or 
interest in any money, bonds, Jand, or other prop- 
erty, tobe paid or acquired consequent upon any 
treaty between the republic of Dominica and the 
United States; and if so, the names of all such per- 
sons, and the nature of their connection with the 
affair; apd whether the ships, ssilors, or marine 
forces of the United States have taken any part in 


the conflict between Baez and Cabral, ordid any act |! 
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to favor orinjure the cause of either; and if so, what 
was the part or act, and by what authority or order 
done. And that said committee also inquire, ascer- 
tain, and report whether the President and heads of 
Departments, or any of them, have absenied them- 
selves from Washington city and the performance 
of their respective duties to make electioneering ex- 
cursions and speeches through the country, and to 
spend their time at places of pleasure and dissipa- 
tion; und if so, how frequent were such absences by 
those ofiicers or any of them, and how long did took 
continue. And in prosecuting these several inquiries 
said committee is empowered to send for persons 
and papers, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretarv 
will now report for the information of the 
Senate what the Senator from Kentucky, it 
this resolution shail be taken up, proposes to 
have inserted in its place as a modification. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Investigation 
and Retrenchment do inquire, ascertain, and report 


whether there is or hus been any contract, arrango- 
ment, or understanding by or among any officers or 
persons in the civil, military, or naval service of 


the United States, or citizeus thereof among them- 

ives, or with other persons not citizens, that they, 
rr any of them, were to have any part or interest in 
any money, stocks, bonds, lands, or other property 
to be paid or acquired consequent upon any treaty 
between the republic of Dominica and the United 
States; and ifso, thenames of all persons connected 
with any such transaction and its nature; and 
whether the ships, sailors, or marines of the United 
States have taken any part or done any act in the 
conflict between Bae@and Cabral to favor the cause 
of either, and if so, what was the part or act, and by 


what authority or order. Also, whether Ulysses &, 
Girant, President the United States, now has o1 
heretofore has had iny interest, certain or contin- 


gent, in any contract for work to be performed for 
the United States, or to furnish material to be used 
in any building or other public works; and if he has 
or has had any such interest in building or material, 
its nature and extent, and whether it come to him 
by gift or purchase, Also, whether any persons have 
made donations of any money or property to the said 
Ulysses 8. Grant, and be has bestowed on the donors, 
or their connections, offices or places of public trust 
and profit, or public contracts; andif so, the names 
of such donors and their connections, and the offices, 
places, and contracts obtained by them, an2 
amount and value of the money or property given 
the said Ulysses 5S. Grant, Also, whether Ulysses 5. 
Grant, President, by himself or his subordinate ofti- 


tha 


| cers, bas bestowed upon his own connections, or tho 


4 


eonnectionsoft any member of his family, any offices 
or places of public trustor profit, or used the patron- 
age and power of bis office for their pecuniary profit; 
and if so, the names of all such connections of him- 
self or any member of his family, and their relation- 
ship, and the oflfice®, places of profit, contracts, and 


| patronage and power of which they were the recip- 


ients. Alsothat the committee report upon the expe. 
diency of Congress passing an act to prohibit the gi% 
of money or property to any officer or person in the 


| service of the United States, and for the forfeiture 


thereof, except in cousideration of blood, marriage, 
or relationship; and also the expediency of an act 
to prohibit the appointment to any office or place of 
trust or profit under the United States of any person 


| who has any relation or connection within certain 


pecitied degrees holding another office or place of 

trust or profit under the United States; and said 
committee is empowered to send for persons and 
papers, and to take testimony. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Theamnesty bill 
being before the Senate, the Senator trom 
Kentucky moves to postpone the present and 
all other orders for the purpose of proceeding 
to the consideration of the resolution first 
reported by the Secretary, and which he pro- 
poses, if taken up, tomodify. Under the rules 
of the Senate the merits of the question can- 
not be debated on the motion to take up the 
resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope the amnesty bill 
will not be postponed. ‘That is a very bnpass 
ant measure, upon which we ought to have 
early action. 1 cannot object, of course, iu 
courtesy, to the Senator from Kentucky calling 
up his resolution and submitting his remarks 
upon it, because that courtesy has been ex- 
tended to several other Senators ; but I hope 
we shall not postpone the amnesty bill. Let 
it be laid aside informally, as it was in the otber 
cases. That will answer the Senator’s put 
pose probably. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
except by unanimous 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. CONKLING. I 
other Senator does. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


That cannot be dons 
consent. 
| know that it requires 


must object, if no 


Of course each Sen- 
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ator will do as he pleases in reference to that. 
For myself, [ did not propose to object to the 
Senator from Kentucky making his speech, 
because it is an indulgence which has been 
extended to several other Senators, and I did 
pot wish to discriminate, as far as I was con- 
cerned, between the different members of the 
body, But it seems to me that we are falling 
into a very unfortunate practice at one o'clock 
each day of calling up some resolution, and 
laying aside the regular business, to hear a 
set epeech upon that resolution. However, | 
do vot propose to make the objection here. 
I was in hopes that the Senator from Ken- 
tucky wonld not ask to postpone this measure, 
but merely to pass it by informally. 

Mr. MORTON. 
Senator from Kentucky making his speech, 
nor to the adoption of the motion which he 
has made; but if the present order of busi- 
ness is passed by informally, it will then be 
in the power of any Senator to cut off turther 
debate or any proposition to amend his reso- 
lution as soon as he shall have concluded his 
speech. Wedo not propose to have it taken 
up in that way. We are willing that he shall 
take it up, and shal! make his speech, but we 
propose to have it in such a eiiuation that 
oihers may epeak or minay wove to amend. 

Mr. DAVIs, of Kentucky. 


the Senate, parth ularly recently, I do 80 en- 


tirely from «sense of my own duty, and for 
the simple purpose of expressing my thoughts 


and my feelings—for no other purpose. I 


merely want that opportunity at the present 
I am now ready to proceed with my 
speech, and all thatl feel any personal interest 
iu, is that 1 have the opportunity of making 
it. I care not what becomes of the subject, or 


tine 


what disposition the Senate may make of it 
afterward; but lam now ready to make what 
remarks | have to make to the Senate, which, 
I suppose, will occupy something like an hour. 
It is my purpose to make this speech at some 


I shall not object to the 


When | address 


Now, I would submit that we do as we have 


done in other cases, a'low the pending order | 
| to be put aside informally, and let the Senator 


from Kentucky proceed, and if any other Sen- 
ator wishes to amend his résolution orto make 
remarks upon it, of course he will be entitled 
to that indulgence by a higher law than the 


rules of this Chamber—that is, by fairness, || 


equity, courtesy. I hope, therefore, that Sen- 
ators who insist upon another rule will with- 


| draw their objection and allow the Senator 


'| from Kentucky to proceed by unanimous con- 





| 


sent, putting aside the pending order inform- 
ally. 


Mr. CONKLING. 


| orable Senator from Massachusetts that if he 
be right in saying that a higher law than the || 
| rules, the law of courtesy, will give to all of 

| us an opportunity to amend and speak to this 


the pending question. 


resolution who wish to do so, precisely the 
same time will be occupied in that way as will 
be consumed if we allow it regularly to displace 
The honorable Senator 
will see that we can neitber gain nor lose a 


| moment by a choice between the methods, if 


he is right in supposing that all members of 


| the body would uccord to all others by com- 
/ mon consent the privilege of debating this 


| 
| 


tme, if 1 can possibly command the oppor- | 


tunity. 


henators, especially those who have been in- 


it will take no longer time to make it 
now than on any oiher day, and I think that 


du'ged by the Senate in appofutments to make | 


their particular speeches upon favorite subjects, 


and who have made them at any length they | 


chose, m ght as well consent to hear myspeech 
How as at any other time, r 


1 therefore trust 


that the mouon which I have made will be | 


accepted by the Senate with the avowal that 


when | bave made my remarks. so far as I am | 
concerned, the Senate may make what dispo- 


bition it pleases of tbe subject. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
in any way with what ure understood to be the 
courtesies of this Chamber. 1 do not forget 


1 am reluctant to interfere | 


that the Senator from Kentucky some days | 
ago guve notice of bis purpose to address the | 


Sevate to day. I supposed that if he did, it 
would be as other Senators had spoken during 


the lust week or fortnight while the other | 


measure was pending, simply by putting that 
uside informally, so that that great measure 
might not lose its place before the Senate. 1 
Confess my reluctance tv consent to any other 
aniangemevt. Itdoes not seem to me that the 
great measure of amnesty and of equal rights 
vught to give way to anything. It is first and 
fo.emost, intrins.caliy so, above every otner 
que-tion that can be presented. 


But again I say | would not interfere with | 


the couriesies of this body. 


I would not de- | 


. . . . . | 
prive the Senator of his hearing, of his day in 


this Court, which he asks; but I do think that 
ituusht to be according to our proceedings 
during the last week and fortnight on this very 


Measure, by unanimous conseni; avd I do not | 
doubt that the same unanimous consent would || esy as that ought to prevail. 


i 


| 





resolution, and the right of offering amend- 
ments; and, as my friend from Indiana [ Mr. 
Morton } reminds me, should the debate upon 
this resolution become prolix, unnecessary, or 
go to that sxtreme which would lead the Sen- 
ator or anybody else to iuterpose, there will 
be no difficulty, by motion, in resuming the 
consideration of the amnesty bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. May [| interrupt the Sen- 
ator just there? 

Mr. CONKLING. Certainly. 

Mr. SUMNER, 
standing that when the resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky is disposed of one way or 
the other the amnesty bill shall be taken up 
by general consent, | shall have no objection. 

Mr. CONKLING. IL have no objection to 
that. On the contrary, I shall be happy to 
cubperate with the Senator. 

Now, while I am up, | beg to sayone thing, 


| for really [should consider it a present cilam- 


ity if | were placed in the position of being 
wanting in courtesy. The Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts says, why not allow the Senator 
from Kentucky to proceed as other Senators 
have done? So I want him to proceed as I 
was allowed to proceed the other day in this 
Chamber, when | selected a vacant day over 
which the Senator from Massachusetts had 


I wouldremind the hon- | 
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_when I am in order in doing so, th 
| olution having once been take: 


If there can be an under- | 


| sideration of the amnesty bill, 
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|| ators for the purpose of presentin 


& remar} 
upon them: and | shall submit to the eset 

e Senar. 
at this reg. 


en up should he 
faced by the Senate, not avoided, but gi: 


be disposed of upon its very truth and mer... 
that we owe that to ourselves and we Owes it i. 
the American name. ‘his is not the tin... 
discuss that. 

I say, therefore, that looking to what » 
have done at this session, looking to the eq, 
venience of every body concerned aud to cous 
esy as well, the suggestion last mude ‘ta rj 
Senator from Massachusetts covers the shel 
ground. Jet the Senator from Kentucky pre 
vail in his motion; let his resolution beer, 
the regular order before the Senate, ayd a 
the Senator from Massachusetis swys—| |}, 
row his suggestion—as soon as it is dispose 
of, let us all understand—ihough [ ine tant 
an understanding is not necessary on the 
point—that we will follow the Seuator and ix 
his coadjutors in resuming at once the cop. 
; If, on the cop. 
trary, the amnes'y billis so urgent, if it pres 
so that we ought not to trip its feet [ any 
intervening business, then 1 stand upon yy 
objection, and I trust I shall not be chargej 
with discourtesy, and I insist that this reso. 


v 
Ume ty 


| lution must wait and abide that time when I. 


too, may have my day in court, as the honor. 
able Senator from Massachusetts says, and 
when a majority of the Senate may have the 
power to persist in its consideration wutil g 
vote is recorded showing the judgment of the 
American Senate upon the merits and pro- 
priety of sucha sauiae. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I ask leave to 
add one word. 1 concede that this reso!ution 
is a very extraordinary resolution ; but | insist 
that its subject and the occasion sare very 
extraordinary, too, and amply sufficient to 
justify the resolution, At least they are so in 
my judgment; and | decide questions of pro- 
priety for myse'f. 

Mr. President, when I reached this city at 


| the beginning of the present session | found 


the Senate in the midst of a debate upon the 


| proposition to raise a commiitee on investiga: 


| ion and retrenchment. 


moved the amnesty b ll, and selecting that | 


vacant day, moved, as the Senator trom Ken- 
tucky has now moved, to take up by a vote of 


the Senate a resolution to which I wished to || 


speak. The resolution was taken up; the bon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts had his 
right to speak to it; and his colleague moved 
to postpone if. to anotherday. Therefore I can 


say for myself that | have asked no indulgence | 


of the Senate in any other case to wuich | 
object now. 

i say, however, Mr. President, and I am 
very frank to say, that in my judgment, as far 
as the east is from the west, so is such a res- 
olution as this far from the ordinary resolu- 
tions which Senators are indulged in taking 
up at hap-hazard for the purpose of submit- 
ting their remarks. 


ant measure informally and taking up another 
measure which would be subject to the instant 
displacement of any Sena or who demanded 


it, | should feel that in this case no such court- 


be cheeriully accorde! to the Senator from || lution which | shall offend nobody by denom- 
New York, [Mr. ConkiinG.] or the Sevator || inating a very extraordinary resuluion. It 
from Illinois, [Mr. ‘I ncemBu.t,] or any other | 


Sevator who should wish to tollow the Senator 
from Kentucky. By all the usages of the 
Chamber, it would be their title. 


| 


| 





would not be in order fur me at this moment 
to state why I deew it extraordinary, nor how 
unuual I deem it. It is not within the ord n- 
ary category of resolutions offered by Sen- 


Theretore, evenif it were | 
the ordinary mode of transacting business | 
here, even had | myself been rece:.tiy indulged, | 
as | have not been, in laying aside an import- | 


Here is a reso- | 


Ge en eceeseresemnene er cerene a A SNS eR 


1 listened silently to 
that debate. and | heard the honorable Senator 
from New York, who has just taken his seat, 
express himself thus in reply to the Senator 
from Delaware, [Mr. Bayarp:] 


““Mr. Conkiinc. I beg my honorable friend t 
hear we express my surprise that he should make 
such a declaration as thet in regard tome. I begto 
put him right on that subject, and to say to bim that 
itisnewto my apprehension that when a Senator 
offers » resolution directing inquiry to be wade in 
some flagrant case, that implies that there he thinks 
investigation should stop; in other words, having 
nominated one case which should be investigated, 
he thereby implies that no other case should be.” 


That was on the subject of a resolution 
offered by the honorable Senator bhimse'f. 


** Now, I wish, once for all, tocommit myself to my 
friend and to his friends in this Chamber, by saying 
that as often as he or any other member of the body 
will propose any investigation, aimed at either in- 
dividuals or officials, or if that is asking a responsi- 
bility to be assumed which may be regarded us dis- 
agreeable, whenever apy one will point out avy 
field, will desiguateany branch of the publicservice, 
any matter or thing which he desires to be investl- 
gated, I will go with him to the very verge and vole 
for the most radical, sweeping, and searching invest 
gation which he knows bow to contrive. Taere- 
tore, I beg my honorable friend never to suppose ol 
me again, when I offer a resolution directing (hat 
an investigation be had of an instance in which one 
culprit has appeared and in which there may be 
others behind, that I thereby intend in auy way 
indicate that other investigations ought not to occur, 
aud that I will not vote for them cheerfully.” 


The honorable Senator, alter awhile, added: 


For wyself,as I am_ upon this point, and my 
friend from Wiscousin far. Hows! is wiiness 
what I am going tu say, I beg to make this remark: 
on the first morning when this committee ws pro- 
posed I myself drew up a resolution, which I Lave 
in my de-k now, and showed it to Senators, props 
ing to offer it, raising a committee of this body, 
deeming a joiut committee objectionable, with the 
ninplest powers, and directing them to inves.igule. 
That was before the debate at all, Thereiore the 
Senator can readily see tnat I was never oppused to 
this. 1 was opposed, in the instance to which the 
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, » hasr red, to putting in the rules of the 
Senator meine the Manual, a standing title of a 
penar’ oe to which all this should be appended ; 
comin it fore I voted to preserve the resolution of 
ies stor from Rhode Island as he offered it,” Xe. 
he Seni 


The day afterward my honorable friend from 
Ohio [ Mr. SHERMAN] used this language in a 
te on the proposition of the honorable 
gppator from Llinois, either in its original form 
oy after it had been modified : 

“T take occasion also, in saying that I will vote for 
this resolution, to call the attention of the country— 
“pprase frequently employed here—to the fact that 
at po difficulty 1n getting at an investigation of 
anyfact demanded by any Senator under the ordin- 
ary rules and usages of the Senate; and according 
- the practice of the Senate, the course that is now 
being pursued is the one that has always been pur- 
ved heretofore; and never before, nor now, has 
a suppression of any investigation that 
was desired. What has been the usual course pur- 
cued in this body? First, a committee is organized, 
if a standing committee is organized, it is organized 
by itself, and in due time, as occasion arises, It 1s 
charged With various duties and with sufficient power 
to perform them. A select committee is organized 
ind instructed to perform special duties during the 
ceasion, it seems, from the readiness with which 
these resolutions are introduced and passed, that we 
have been wasting two or three days in a rather 
unnecessary debate. 


ul 
ipt 
geva 


there 1s 


sue 
there been 


Now, Mr. President, 1 regarded these gen- 
tlemen as opening wide the door to any invest- 
igation that any Senator might desire. I pro- 
posed the original resolution upon my own 
responsibility. No party, ne man but inyself, 
is responsible for it. Whatever there is ex- 
ars in its features, in its subject, what- 
ever of obloquy, or scandal, or censure may 
be justly imputed to it, | am ready to receive. 
Sir, I want the entire political forest, with all 
of its lesser beasts, and with the king of the 
forest also, to be investigated by this commit- 
tee. I want the “lion to be bearded in his 
den, the Douglass in his hall;’’ and for one I 
am disposed to march up and to meet that lion 
in his den. Sir, the chief executive magis- 
tracy has been said to be the fountain of honor. 
It is now the fountain of all abuse, and of all 
corruption in our country. I want it purified 
by free, manly, unfettered, and unfaltering 
invesugation. 

Why, sir, what have we seen within a few 
days? We have seen the President of the 
United States published as a defaulter since 
the Mexican war to the amount of four or five 
thousand dollars, for upward of twenty years. 
I presentit in my resolution. ‘The newspapers 
opened upon him. We have some response 
tothe responsibility that was thereby attempted 
to be asserted. It has been published in the 
newspapers that after twenty or twenty-five 
years of default the President has been scourged 
by the denunciations of the papers, or by some 
other cause, to come forward and to pay up 
his defalcation. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I appeal to my friend 
from Kentucky whether he is not making his 
speecha little before the Senate have consented 
thut he should do so? No doubt he will have 
an opportunity after awhile, but it is out of 
order now. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I will not pro- 
ceed in that line of remark. 


THONY in the chair.) The Senator from 
Kentucky is aware that it is not within 
the rules to discuss the merits of a question 
00 a motion to take it up. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I will simply 
make this single remark: I came to the House 
of Kepresentatives in the year 1839. A short 
time before | took my seat in the other branch 
of Congress there was a man by the name of 
Tobias Watkins who was'a defaulter, and how 
was hetreatedasadefaultér? He was indicted 
and sent to the penitentiary, and I think that 
is the good, oi3-fushioned and safe way of 
Managing such thirgs. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I shall vote to allow the 
Senator from Kentucky to proceed and discuss 
the resolution he has introduced; I shall vote 
to postpone any other question to enable him 
to do so; but he must be aware that when he 
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has spoken upon a resolution arraigning in the 
strongest terms the President of the United 
States, the chief executive officer of a great 


nation, the head of our Government, a discus- 


sion of that kind cannot end with his speech. 


| A subject of this kind, naturally exciting so 


much interest and so much excitement, will 
lead to considerable debate. I shall vote, 
therefore, to postpone the amnesty bill, with 
the distinct understanding that this subject, to 
be brought before the Senate by the Senator 
from Kentucky, does thrust aside all pending 


| business in the body, even when it extends to 


| of citizens of the United States. 


amnesty for thousands and tens of thousands 
When a part 
of the legislative body seeks to arraign another 


| great department of the Government in a way 


so strong, so marked, so distinct as is now pre- 
sented to us, it necessarily suspends the ordin- 


| ary topics of debate and compels us to pause, 


to put aside the business of the people of the 
United States until that matter can be disposed 
of. That is the inevitable effect. 

While I am up I desire to say another thing. 
While [ am in tavor of amnesty, and in favor 


| of this bill granting amnesty, yet until the 


friends of the bill have made up their minds 
to stand by it and sit it out without such pro- 
longed, and, it seems to me, unnecessary dis- 
cussion as we have had in the past, they 
might as well regard the case as hopeless. [ 
myself will not vote to take up the amnesty 


| bill again until the friends of the bill are 


ready to sit it out and end it, because every 
member has made up his mind as to how he 
will vote. 

i do not agree with the Senator from 
New York, who says he is willing to take up 
the amnesty bill as soon as this political topic 
is disposed of. I will not vote to take up 
again until the friends of that bill say they 
are willing to bring it to a final end, because 
it stands in the way of all the business of the 
country. ‘The amnesty question has been so 


often debated that it is no longer as fresh as 


| resolution, we will take it up in 


it was five or six years ago. Now, until there 
is a probability of a prompt conclusion on that 
bilf £ will not vote to take it up; but whenever 
it does come up, and whenever a vote is had 
on it, I shall be found recorded in its favor. 
I hope, then, that as the Senator from Ken- 
tucky has appealed to our courtesy, and asked 
us to allow him to make a speech on his 
in form, and 
then undoubtedly his remarks will lead to a 
long discussion. It cannot be avoided. It 


| might as well be met promptly in the outset. 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I rise to 
make an appeal to my friend trom Kentucky 
to withdraw his motion. I concur with my 


|| colleague’s remarks so far that I believe with 


him that whenever the resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky shall be taken up a gen- 
eral debate upon it is inevitable. | 
doubt whatever of that. 


have no 
I have no doubt that 


that resolution is of such a character that the 


Senate will not consent to debate it by install- 
ments, an installment one day, aud another 


| installment the next week, and so on and so 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Avn- || 


| on, but that it will give rise to a general dis 


cussion. 
tion. 


It is an extremely important resolu- 
It revives in my memory an old que 


| tion: the question whether the Senate should 


originate au investigation into the conduct of 
the President which might result in a verdict 
that would subject him to impeachment. We 
all recollect the protest sent in by President 
Jackson against the passage of the resulution 


| in regard to the removal of the deposits; and 
although I never have been able to satisfy my 


| gation which even had the effect t 
o 


| 


mind that the Senate might not make an invest'- 
O Impiicate 
the President where such investigation was 
necessary for purposes of legislation, yet the 
line between that and an examination of charges 
that could have no other result than impeach 
ment is one that requires some skill to draw, 
and upon which every one ought to have time 
to reflect. 


} 
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But what I wish to say now is that it is per 
fectly manifest that if this resolution shall be 
taken up the debate on it will proceed—per- 
haps, from the tone of the remarks already 
made, a very heated debate. It will postpone 
other iegislation; postpone the amnesty bill. 
| hope that my friena from Kentucky, there- 
fore, especially in view of the declarations of 
Senators that they are willing to take up his 
resolution at some proper time, that they will 
not put it off, that they will not prevent its be 
ing taken up by any legislative skill or artifice 
whatever—in view of the certainty that he eau 
get up the resolution, and that at a short day, 
Ll hope he will withdraw his motion for the 
present. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. Mr. President, 
I was not so stupid as not to suppose that the 
resolution would give rise to a most lengthy 
and heated debate. I expect nothing else. I 
desire nothing else. I want the fullest, freest 
debate that the Constitution guaranties to the 
members of the Senate. Lam indisposed that 
this resolution shall in any way antagonize the 
bill thatmy honorable friend trom South Car 
olina [Mr. Ropertson] has under his charge, 
in regard to which I feel so deeply, or any 
other important measure. As was suggested 
by the honorable Senator from New York, I 


want a time of comparative leisure, when 


| there is no important measure pressing on the 


attention of the Senate, and I want to avail 
myself of that time of leisure for the purpose 
of having the fullest, freest, and, if you please, 
the most excited debate upon this proposition 
that can possibly take place. I therefore with 
draw my motion for the present, but give gen 
tlemen to understand that at some convenient 


time before long [ shall call it up, with the 


hope that its consideration then will meet 
with no opposition. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 


Senator from Kentucky withdraw his motion ? 
Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. Yes, sir. 
MESSAGE FROM TILE IOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representa 
tives. by Mr. McPuersoy, its Clerk,announced 
that the House had passed the bill (H. R. No. 
1183) to relieve certain citizens of Georgia 
from political disabilities; in which if re 
quested the concurrence of the Senate. 
POLITICAL DISABLLITIES, 


The Senate resumed the consideration of 
the bill (H. R. No. 380) for the removal of 
gal and political disabilities imposed by the 
urd section of the fourteenth article of amend 
ments tothe Constitution of the United States, 
the pending question being on the amendment 
of Mr. Sumner, as modified by him on the 
I8th instant, being to add the following as 
additional sections to the bill: 


Sec. —. That no citizen of the United States shall, 
by reason of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude, be excepted or excluded from the full and 


é 
1 
} 
i 


| equal enjoyment of any accommodation, advantage, 


facility, or privilege furnished by 
carriers, whether on land or water: by 
licensed owners, managers, or lessees of theaters or 
other places of public amusement; by trustees, com- 
missioners, superintendents, teachers, and other 
officers of common schools and other public insti- 
tutions of learning, the same being supported by 
moneys derived from general taxation or authorized 
by law; by trustees and officers of church organiza- 
tions, cemetery associations, and benevolent institu- 
tions incorporated by national or State authority. 


innkeepers; by 


| But churches, schools, cemeteries, and institutions 


of learning established exclusively for white or col- 
ored persons, und maintained respectively by the 
contributions of such persons, shall remain accord 
ing to the terms of the original establishment. 

sec. —. That any person violating any of the pro- 
visions of the foregoing section, or aiding in their 
violation, or inciting thereto, shall, for every such 
offense, forfeit and pay the sum of $500 to the person 
aggrieved thereby, to be recovered in an action on 
the case, with full costs and such allowance for coun 
sel fees as the court shall deem just, and shall also, 
for every such offense, be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meéanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined 
not less than $500 nor more than $1,000, and shall be 
imprisoned not less than thirty days nor more than 
one year: Provided, That the party aggrieved shalt 
not recover more than one penalty; and when the 
offense is a refusal of burial, the penalty may be 
recovered by the heirs-at-law of the person to whose 


i} body burial has been refused. 
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Bro. —. That the same jurisdiction and powers are 
hereby conterred and the same duties enjoined upon 
the courts and officers of the United States in the 
execution of this act as are conferred and enjoined 
upon such courts and officers in sections three, four, 
five, seven, and ten of an act entitled **An actto pro- 
tect all persons in the United States in their civil 
rights, and to furnish the means oftheir vindication,” 
passed April 9, 1866, and these sections are hereby 
made a part of this act; and any of the aforesaid 
officcra failing to institute and prosecute such pro- 
ecedings herein required, shall, for every such of- 
fense, forfeit and pay the sum of $500 to the per- 
son aggrieved thereby, to be recovered by an action 
on the case, with full costs and such allowance for 
counsel fees as the court shal! deem just, and shall, 
on conviction thereof, oe deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and be fined not less than $1,000 nor more 
than $5,000. 

Src.—. That no person shall be disqualified for 
service ag juror in any court, national or State, by 
reason of race, color, or previous condition of servi- 
tude: Provided, Thatsuch person possesses all other 
qualifications which are or may be by law prescribed ; 
and ony officer or other persons charged with any 
luty in the selection or summoning of jurors, who 
shall exclude or fail to summon any person for the 
rearon above nawed, shall, on conviction thereof, 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be fined not 
lesa than $1,000 nor more than $5,000. 

Sec.—. That every law, statute, ordinance, regu- 
lation, or custom inconsistent with this act, or 
making any discriminations ngainst any person on 
account of color, by the use of the word “ white,”’ is 
hereby repealed and annulled. 

Sec. —. That it shall be the duty of the judges of 
the several courts upon which jurisdiction is hereby 
conferred to give this act in chargeto the grand jury 
of their respective courts at the commencement of 
each term thereof. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The Senator 


from Vermont [Mr. Epmunps] is entitled to || 


the floor. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am not well to-day and 
have just concluded a speech in another part 
of the Capitol. Lask to be excused from going 
on to day, and let the bill proceed. If 1 am 
able to say anything before it gets through, I 
shall say it. 





see two things united which he thinks the 
complements of each other, but which are 
much more speedily and much more naturally 
secured separately. 


The Senator from Massachusetts may see | 


' wisdom in this kind of parliamentary tactics ; 
but to men less awake to those hidden rela- 


tions which may exist between things super- || 


| ficially dissimilar, to those who see only the 

obvious bearings of the case, it may be for- 

| given if, being friendly to his bill, they decline 

to subject it to the risk of attachment te a 

measure which can only pass by a two-thirds 

' vote. It may perhaps also be forgiven if the 

friends of his bill suggest that prudence re- 

quires that so important a measure as this 

supplementary civil rights bill should pass the 

ordeal of a reference to the Committee on the 

| Judiciary, and be reported by them to the 

| Senate. When we pass a measure of that 

| character we wish that it should be so framed 

as to be effective for its avowed purposes, and 

at the same time consistent with the provisions 
of the Constitution. 

We wish this supplementary civil rights bill 

to be a complete supplement, leaving nothing 

| to be done hereafter. We have seen that the 

efforts heretofore made in this behalf have 


not fully served their purpose; that they have | 
| needed patching and repairing and supple: || 


menting. Let us be sure that no addenda will 
be required when we shall have again under- 
| taken the task to which the Senate sets us; 
| or, at least, let us see to it that no haste and 
| inconsiderate action shall be charged on us. 
| Otherwise, a year or two hence the Senator 


| may be reading us again the contents of his 


| letter-book, and a new batch of excerpts from | 


| the newspapers of the country, in demonstra- 
| tion of the need of a supplement to the sup- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question || plementary civil rights bull. 


is on the amendment of the Senator from Mas- || 


sachusetts. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MORTON. 
amendment to the amendment of the Senator 


On that I ask for the yeas 


} 


| I do not know that a line should be erased, 


, an ¢ dotted or a ¢ crossed in the Senator’s bill. 


|| It may be the best bill possible for the pur- 


| poses it aims to accomplish. I pass no judg- 


|} ment on it in this or any other regard. I 


1 desire to suggest an | have great confidence in the judgment gnd 


| wisdom of the Senator from Massachusetts ; 


from Massachusetts, for the purpose of perfect- |) but I think I say nothing in any way disre- 


ing his proposition and getting it as nearright 
as possible. I desire to call the Senator's 


| spectful to him when I assert that we should 
all feel more confidence in voting for the bill 


attention to this clause, beginning in the elev- || if it had been passed upon by our Committee 


enth line of the first section: ‘* By trustees |! on the Judiciary. 


and officers of church organizations.”’ 
gest that that portion be stricken out. 

Mr. SAWYER. Mr. President, the Senator 
from Massachusetts presents to the Senate, 


Even a Senator so careful 


I sug- |, and conscientious as the honorable Senator 


from Massachusetts with regard to infractions 
of constitutional provisions in legislation by 
Congress may, in a matter so delicate as this, 


as an amendment to the pending bill for the || leave some room for criticism by those who 
relief of political disabilities, his measure for || are in a sense our guides on such questions. 


securing more thoroughly their constitutional | 


rights to the colored citizens of the United 
States. He urges, with that ability and zeal 
which so eminently characterize him, its pas- 
sage at one and the same time with this pro- 
vision for amnesty. 


I yield no point to the Senator in zeal in 
behalf of the equal rights of all citizens before 
‘the law. I shall not permit any Senator to 

question my devotion to those great principles 
_of liberty and equality which, underlie our 


He has spent nearly two | Government, and which, having passed through 


legislative days in impressing his views upon || the ordeal ot rebellion and revolution, have by 
the Senate, and endeavoring to demonstrate || their heat been branded into the Constitution. 
the imminent necessity of coupling these two In a humbler way, with a weaker voice and a 


bills together. He will not be satisfied to 
have the Senate pass his bill by itself. 
must go hand in hand with amnesty. 


i 


| less potent pen, but as truly as the Senator 


It | from Massachusetts, have I in my words and 
What | by my votes stood up in this body for the 


he calls a measure of justice to the black | strictest measures of justice to our colored fel- 
| low-citizens, and perhaps the record will show 


man must accompany this measure of recon- 
ciliation to the white man. Pari passu, and 
only so, must they find their way to the stat- 
ute-book. The Senator insists that neither 
shall stand on its own merits, but that to- 
gether they shall stand or fall. 
of an idea, which I mean no disrespect in 
calling fanciful, he would jeopardize, or most 
certainly delay, not only the measure of am- 
nesty, but equally put in peril his great meas- 
ure of protection to the colored men of the 
country. 


For the sake | 


| 


| 


\| 


that on some of the great questions affecting 
those rights which have been discussed and 
decided in this Chamber my vote was given 
when the Senator’s was withheld. 

This is said with no wish to detract from 
the Senator’s well-won fame as the life-long 
defender of the doctrine of equal rights; itis 
said merely to remind the Senator that though 
others may have been less conspicuous than 
he in the work which it has fallen upon us to 


He would forego the great grati- | do here, others may have been equally faithful 


fication he would feel at the passage of the | in their way. 


supplementary civil rights bill by a majority 
vote, and subject it to the hazard of depend. 
ence upon a vote of two thirds of each House 


| 
tl 
| 
| 
j 


And I cannot permit the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, or any other Senator, to place me 
in a false position in this matter. I shall not 


of Congress. And all this because he would || allow him to class me, even by implication, 
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| in the work he has so much at heart. 
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|| motives of any other. 






January 22 


} Sl 
| among those who oppose, or among those who 
_ coldly support, a measure for most complete} 
| securing to every class of our citizens their full 
| rights. The comments of anonymous Contrib. 
utors to newspapers are quite indifferent to me. 
but I shall protest, as I have a right to q, 
against the indorsement by the honorable Seq, 
ator of any charge of wantof zeal on my part 





But, with all due respect for the opinions 
| and counsel of the Senator from Massachusetts 
| 1 must nevertheless be permitted to choose 
| my own modes of action. I must decide for 
| myself when and how I must act, not on] 
the supplementary civil rights bill, but on the 
pending and every other measure. The ligh; 
_ which guides my steps is doubiless a very poor 
_ sort of medium in comparison with that purer 
light through which truth finds its way to the 
| intellect of my honorable friend ; but it is the 
| only light I have, and to it I must trus:, | 
must crave the indulgence of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, therefore, if I fail to see gs 
| clearly as he does that my course on this bill 

j ” as he chooses to charge. 


Y On 


| 
} 
| 
| 


is ‘unreasonable, 
terize it. 

Senators must act hereon their own respon: 
sibility ; their burdens cannot be shifted on to 
other shoulders, however unworthily their ow 
may bear them. Each must be the judge of 


|| the ‘* reasonableness’ or * unreasonablevess" 


| of his votes and his words. Our object is 


|, common one, that of shaping the legislation of 


| Congress in such fashion as shall most effect. 
ually secure the proper ends of government, 
Our modes and times of action, our methods 
of arriving at the desired results, our paths 
toward the common goal, will frequently vary, 
and yet none has the right to question the 
It 1s far pleasanter for 
me to follow in the Senator’s path than to 
| separate from it and attempt to trace one out 
for myself. Yet earnest as are the Senator's 
convictions, mine are not less so. As much 
| respect as we all cheerfully render to wy hon- 
| orable friend for bis zeal and earnestness in 
| the work he assumes, just so much is he bound 
| to accord to the humblest of his fellows here. 
I earnestly desire the passage of an amnesty 
bill. I have desired it for three years. 1 have 
let no opportuuity pass to aid in bringing about 
this consummation. It can pass only by atwo- 
thirds vote of each House of Congress. That 
obtained, it is an accomplished fact; it needs 
/ no approval by the President, though he has 
| in advance given that approval. ‘I’o secure 
| this object I wish to have the bill presented in 
its simplest form. I wish to avoid all entan- 
| gling alliances. Let us vote on the question 
| pure and simple. Nobody doubts our power to 
| pass it if we have votesenough. No question 
of constitutional obstacles arises on this bill. 
The very article in which the disabilities are 
imposed provides a mode of relief. The way 
isclear, plain, unobstructed. Iam thoroughly 
opposed to attaching to it the bill of the Seua- 
tor, or any other bill which will draw toward it 
attacks which may be fatal to it; which will 
repel votes which would otherwise be given 
for it. The Senator may think that inasmuch 
as his bill is a good one, one which every friend 
of justiee and Cehentty should approve, it will 
give strength to the amnesty proposition. Such 
is not my opinion; such is not the opinion of 
wiser Senators than [ am—nay, not of those 
whose opinions the Senator himself is wont to 
respect. Desiringto see the amnesty bill pass, 
| who says my conduct is ‘‘ unreasonable?” 
Again, sir; I desire the passage of a bill to 
secure effectually the rights of all citizens, 
those rights guarantied to them by the Con- 
stitution. The attempts made even now in 





various parts of the country to ignore the 
provisions the establishment of which has cost 
so much, and the maintenance of which is so 
dear to the heart of every true republican, 
are evidence that the Government should 
stretch out its arm in protection and defense 
over that class of cifizens whose rights are 
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® who ‘nvaded and denied. I shall stand, a hum- } chusetts asked us to turn aside from that and | number of colored gentlemen, all like myself 
letely ple coadjutor, side by side with the honorable ome the other, . to carry at one load a bur- || in the car known as the es ladies car. Yet, 
ir full Senator from Massachusetts in waging war || den promising to be more safely and speedily while hesitating to admit in full the statement 
ntrib. against the injustice of which he justly com- carried in two. Common sense, or what I call | that the law referred to by Mr. C ardozo is 
ome: Jains, and of which he has produced evidence || common Rhos dictated the course ] pursued, a dead letter on the statute-book, I think it 
0 do, <9 voluminous. Let us pass some measure | yes “rch ve ene Ww ould ware the views || probable that there are cases where judges 
Bee to stop these wrongs. At can pass by a mere 2 ref ecting seraree mor oe judge that | and juries fuil to prove the guardians of the 
y part majority vote. 1 believe such a measure, care- || I was right. Nay, I relieve that Mr. Cardozo, || colored man’s rights and privileges which it 
t fuliy drawn, will easily and promptly pass both | unless he is & determined foe to any amnesty behooves them to be. 1 hope the bill of the 
niong Houses of Congress. I do not wish to peril | bill at all, would have acted as I did had he || Senator from Massachusetts willeffecta remedy 
setts its passage by making an arrangement that it || been in the Senate. we: : for these evils, not only in South Carolina, but 
Oten shall not become a law unless it receives the || I have no doubt Mr. Cardozo is right in || in other States: where such a remedy is more 
le for vote of two thirds of each House. This is an speaking in this wise concerning the bill of the needed than it is there. ; 
ly on anfriendly act, though I know the Senator |, Senator. He says: pa. Ji | One word more on the letter to which the 
0 the does not so regard it. It is an unnecessary, eee colored people of the oath one joking earner | Senator has given such prominence in his com- 
ite [ME ov think, an, unwise act, Could the bill | ests to the Congress of the United States for the | meuts ou my position as to justly this extended 
poor speak for itself it would say, Save me from |) visions, If their united voices could be heard they || Teference to it. Mr, Cardozo thinks that those 
Durer my friends. I again ask, desiring to see the || were Seirent the pencepenrae ret of the Repahiicen | who take the position I have assumed on this 
Sis AMEE supplementary civil rights’ bill become a law, || party in Congress to Boish thelr great work by. the | ill completely misunderstand the colored peo 
ih who says I am “ unreasonable in my course || usage they are compelled to submit to.’’ | ple, and that our ** pretension to represent them 
js on the Senator’s amendment? s | Sosay I, Mr. President; so say many of us, || 3 the most ridiculous aud unwarrantable pre- 
from The honorable Senator, **in no unfriendly || who nevertheless cannot consent to attach it | sumption. 
Pe as spirit, but simply in the discharge of a public | to this measure. | Mr. President, this is language more forci- 
3 bill duty,” as he says, read a letter, comment: But I must make a word of comment on || ble than complimentary. It is hardly neces- 
arc. ing 06 my peer” remarks oo this subject, || another passage in Mr. Cardozo’s letter. He || sary, after what I have already suid, to vay 
from Mr. F. L. Cardozo, of South Carolina, |! writes: | more in justitication of my course on this bill. 
‘pon- and quoted from ye article of eimilar tenor || + But I venture to say further, that while the col- || 1 am quite willing to stand by what I have 
on to published in the Columbia Daily Union of || ored people of the South have always been in favor || done or may do, and have no fear that my par- 
Own December 30, 1871. | of amnesty, { ain sure that now, when they eee their | poses will be doubted or misunderstood by 
re of It needed not the assurance of the Senator coubaiiy Whtoped tui the dead of night by Ku Kiuz, reflecting men of either race who strive to 
vena’? to convince me that the quotations made by || a band of the most cruel conspirators that ever dis- \| realize the true situation. When it shall be 
; IS q the Senator were made ‘in no unfriendly | qunted, sey Ree anon onetas, Sney eorineniy.gasetion Mr. Cardozo’s task to be the legal represent- 
on of spirit.” Prom him naught but kindness has 1 abilities OF back: ion and restore themn to position, || ative of the people of his State on this floor, 
Tect- ever come toward me since I have sat here. || thus giving them the opportunity of carrying out || 1 doubt not he will perform with strict adher- 
nent, Up to him it has ever been my pleasure to || more anastenralls thes See Cenante Ape ey i! ence to his convictions the various duties 
er look for wisdom and counsel; and if I have |} fe surprised and indignant that those who harpen |! Vion faut upon him. It he does so, he eer: 
saths ofien been compelled to disagree with him in |! pretend to represent their feelings. ” || tainly cannot be charged with ** ridiculous and 
vary, his policy, to differ from him in opinion, this Now, Mr. President, this assumes that those || unwarrantable presumption”’ in giving expres- 
1 the has never happened but to my regret. || who will be relieved from political disabilities || Sion to what he honestly believes to be the 
r for _ Bat a few words as to Mr. Cardozo s letter. || by the pending bill belong to that most infa- || interest and sentiments of those he represents. 
in to rbat gentleman 1s all that the Senator claims |} mous of all bands of conspirators and outlaws | Such an experience may make him more 
> out forhim. He one of wt best.citizens, He || whose deeds blacken the pages of the history | guarded in criticism upon the course of others, 
tor’s is secretary of State of South Carolina, and |) o¢ any civilized people, the Ku Klux Klan. || ot more tolerant of differences of opinion upon 
nuch itis much to say that in that responsible office || pj, ‘assumption I believe to be entirely un- |j mere forms of action. Without wishing to be 
hon- he has so conducted himself as to have won the || warranted by the facts. That there are many | unkind to bim, 1! may properly suggest that 
$$ in respect ol good men, and to form one of the || members of this organization who are laboring || however far | myself may come from faith- 
vund exceptions to what, I fear, has been the rule || ider the disabiliuies imposed by the four- || fully representing the colored people of my 
ere, among ot ene nee { would one — || teenth amendment to the Constitution is quite || Constituency, it may not be inappropriate for 
lesty jot or tittle diminish the respect which the || ., 24; ink vprob: 1. ,}] |) Mir. Cardozo to call to mind the fact that the 
halve Senator from Massachusetts and others who || een Be pn ces aon sabebiibas | number of votes he received as a candidate 
bout know him better entertain for him. On the || this wicked, this monstrous fraternity, (if it be || for a seat in this Chamber at the late senato- 
two- very day when the Senator from Massachu- || admissible to use such a term in so ‘eihieue a || rial election, in a Legislature having a large 
That setts was making his first speech on this meas- || connection, ) is made up of men whose right |} majority of men of his own party and race, 
eeds ure siuce the holidays I sat in this Chamber || «4 yote and hold office is recognized by the || scarcely warrants him in assuming to repre- 
has side by side with him holding friendly COn- || jaws. The truth is, sir, that the outrages of || Seut their views or feelings. ' 
cure verse as to the hopes of redeeming our State || the Ku Klux Klan have no relation to this || . I submit, Mr. President, thatthere is nothing 
din government from the misrule which has be- || question of political disabilities, unless it be | in the remarks I made before the holidays on 
tan: come aby-word in the land. Ihave not always || that the soreness and irritation produced by || this measure which justifies any candid and 
tion agreed with Mr, Cardozo on questions of pol- |) their retention prevents the proper degree of || careful critic in assuming that I] desired to 
er to icy, but I have never seen any reason for with- || effort to suppress such outrages on the part of || delay one unnecessary moment the “passage 
tion holding from him my esteem. || those who are shorn of a part of the functions || Of a measure of justice like that proposed by 
bill. _ But Mr. Cardozo, let meremind the Senator, |, and privileges of citizenship | the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, 
are is human, and liable to error like other men. || Sats again from Mr. Cardozo : I take the liberty of reading a quotation from 
way He certainly misunderstood my position on the | “The Legislature of South Carolina has passed a | my language on that occasion : 
vhly question betore the Senate. Hadhe read with || law giving precisely the rights contained in your ‘I desire to express to the Senate and to the 
“)a- cure the remarks I had the honor to submit | ‘supplementary eivil my ee que a law || country my entire approbation of the a 
i he would have seen that there was no practical || remains a dead letter on her atatute-books, because | which underlie the bil of the Senator from Massa 
will difference in our views. While I urged the |/ the Senator wishes to obtain amnesty for, refuse to | ever we can have the slightest chance of success in 
ven passage of the amnesty bill then, as now, || enforce it.” | passing the measure which he has proposed to the 
uch pending, there was a distinct declaration that || 1 hardly understand him. The judges of || >enate, I shall be found voting by his side. 
end was earnestly in favor of the passage of the || our courts are not under political disabilities. This is conclusive on the question as to where 
will bill of the Senator from Massachusetts, when- | I do not need then to ask amnesty for them. || I stood on the merits of the Senator’s bill. 
uch ever he should bring forward that measure in || They were chosén by a Republican Legisla- There is no need, sir, that I should follow 
| of asbape which gave hope of success. My pur- || ture, of whom a majority were of the race to | the Senator in his quotation from the news- 
ose pose in urging its postponement was not that || which the writer of this letter belongs. Iam || paper writer. My remarks on Mr. Cardozo’s 
t to 1. might be pushed aside indefinitely, but that || not aware that complaints have been often || letter cover the case of the anonymous writer 
ass, the work in hand might be done. 1 knew the || made that they have not obeyed the law in || in the Union as well. I therefore leave this 
colored people all over the South had persist- || the administration of their judicial functions. || part of the subject for more general reflections. 
| to ently recommended amnesty; and I judged || There may have been cases when biased Mr. President, the acute and learned Senator 
ns, that in the then condition of the business of || rulings may have been made, and the preju- | from Pennsyivania, the chairman of the Com- 
on- the Senate, with a bill before us the passage || dices of caste have stained the ermine of the | mittee on Southern Outrages, has spent a large 
in ot which they ardently desired, they wouid || judge. I trust, however, that the statement | part of the time during the recess in personal 
the ask us to do the work before us, rather than || of Mr. Cardozo is susceptible of some modifi- | observation of the condition of society in the 
‘ost peril its accomplishment by making an un- | cation, aud the case is not quite so bad in | reconstructed States. He has listened much 
s0 natural and forced alliance between two meas- || South Carolina as he makes it. and often to those sickening tales of horror 
an, ures each Of which would rather weaken than I know that in public conveyances they sit || which, when heard even at second hand, make 
nid strengthen the other. ‘There were two good || where other passengers sit; and only two or || every honest man’s blood boil with indignauion, 
nse Objects to be accomplished. We had set out || three weeks since I rode from Charleston to || and every honest man’s voice cry aloud for 
are to effect the one. ‘Ihe Senator from Massa- || Columbia in the same car with a considerable || justice. The living victims of unspeakable 
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atrocities have shown to him and his associates 
their maimed and scarred bodies. The sur- 
viving relatives of murdered men have told 
their tale of crueity and suffering and blood 
into bis sympathizing ear. He has thoroughly 
informed himself of the terrible truths which 
will in all future time and in all nations cause 
the name of the Ku Klux Klan to be abhorred 
among men. He and hia associates went pre- 
yared to find great wrongs, but they found they 
fad had but imperfect conceptions of the mag- 
nitude of the atrocities really committed. It 
passes comprehension how men can be schooled 
to do sume of the acts which have been proven 
beyond cavil to have been committed by this 
band of outlaws. 

Bat, Mr. President, the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania comes back from this tour of obser- 
vation in the southern States recommending 
amnesty. ‘This is evidence that he sees no 
necessity for walling until outrages cease in 
the South before we grant to Jate rebels a 
relief from those disabiliues consequent upon 
their rebellicn. His experience is only the 
common one. Whatever may be the precon- 
ceived notions of any intelligent obse ‘ver, the 
chances are largely in favor of his being con- 
vinced of the necessity of passing un amnesty 
bill by personal acquaintance with the people 
and governments of the southern States. 

I do not anticipate all the benefits from this 
measure which would have attended its pas- 
sage two or three years since. Much of the 
evil neoessarily consequent upon the system 


of political disabilities has been done, and is | 


past remedy. It is seen in the condition of 
too many of the southern States to day. It 
will long remain, and will yield only to the 
slow curative processes of time. But amnesty 
willdo good now, and much good. Let us 
repair as far as possible what [ cannot refrain 
from calling the errors of the past by passing 
a weasure of real and complete amnesty. Let 
us make a clean hill. | would wipe out the 
whole list of disabilities at one swoop, and 
cease to peddle out relief as has hitherto been 
dove. ‘lhey are evil, and continually evil. 
There need be no fear that the distinction 
between loyalty and disloyalty in the great 
crisis of our national existence will be lost 
sight of by our children or our children’s 
children. ; 

The revolution which has caused an upheaval 
and overthrow of the whole social fabric of a 
people; which has raised from slavery a race 
and placed them on the same plane politically 
with their former masters; which has devel- 
oped the strength of our institutions as no 
other event in our national existence hasdone; 
which has le(t its impress in every village and 
city of ourland; which has really moditied our 
whole national life, needs no petty provision 
for the exclusion of this or that man from 
office, to preserve its memory. In lines more 
enduring than those engraved on brass, in 
forms more substantial than those molded in 
marble or bronze, it has embodied its spirit in | 
the very life of the Union, and it can no more 
perish out of the memories of men than light | 
con cease to stream from the sun in heaven. 

Mr. President, | have said that I do not ad- 
vocate this bill as a measure of justice or geu- 
erosity. It does not conflict with justice ; but 
[ advocate it as a measure of policy. I wish 
to secure the best government possible in the 
southern States, aud this measure is one of the 
means to that eud; nay, one without which, | 
Lihink it bas been demonstrated, good gov- 
ernments can hardly be maintained there. It 
being one of the chief objects of good govern- 
ment to secure justice, this, as one of the steps 
to that object, is ameasure of justice. But if 
it be claimed tha', for anything done by them, 
those laboring under disabilities deserve a | 
measure of relief, I dissent entirely from this 
view. J ask amnesty for them because by it 
they may be put where they are more potent 
for goud then they now are. 

I would give them all the privileges of citi- | 


| ger of their being disturbed. 
once acquired bya people are not surrendered | 


! process 


zens, because T would place upon them all the 
responsibilities of citizens. I would take away 
from them a badge of distinction between them 
and their neighbors which they hold up to pub- 


lic gaze as a grievance, and enlist thereby the | 


sympathies of men equally guilty but accident- 
ally unaffected by the constitutional amend- 
ment. 

I ask for amnesty because I regard it as a 
means for quieting the South, and so benefit- 
ing the whole country. Disorder or faetion 
in Louisiana or South Carolina does not re- 
strain its baleful influences within the limits 
of those States, but it makes itself felt in the 
workshops and marts of Massachusetts and 
Connecticut. Quiet, good order, good govern- 
ment are profitable, not merely to the society 
in which they prevail, but to all people with 
whom that society has commercial, industrial, 
or political relations. 

No sound principle is sacrificed by grant- 
ing amnesty. Political disabilities, whatever 
apology or excuse might have existed for them 
when they were imposed, have ceased to have 
any reasonable ground fer existence. The 
last of the southern States is admitted to its 
full privileges as a member of the brotherhood 
of States; the constitutional amendments in- 
tended to secure the principles established by 
the war and subsequent events have been ac- 
ceptedas valid. There can be no fear or dan- 
Political rights 


except through the process of despotism, a 
from which we need fear nothing 
unless we are untrue to ourselves and to all 
the traditions and instinets of our race. 


There is nothing good left for political dis- | 
abilities to do, even if they ever did any good. | 


They should be swept away. Ido not imagine 


| the passage of a bill of amnesty will modify 
| the complexion of any State, materially, so 
‘far as the political faith of its people is con- 


| best of their citizens. 


cerned. Republican States will remain Re- 
publican. and there will be considerable num- 


bers of intelligent men enabled to serve, as | 
good citizens aud good Republicans, the cause | 


of good government. Democratic States may 
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worth. The man who has no other induce. 


| ment to remain loyal than an oath wil] find 


| itself. 


some solvent effectual to melt away its obliga 
tion when the occasion for disloyalty present, 
Casuists will find ready absolution rm 
the transgression of the literal terms of the 
obligation in the plea that its substance is ken 
sacred. Or they will, as they have often done 


before, say that the oath is taken under a 


| You may say, sir, and we all may say, th 


duress which deprives it of its binding force 


at 

man of honor will thus evade the effect of the 
oath. But we know from examples withoy 
number what political oaths are worth; ang 
we estimate their value much as custom-houge 
brokers, not to say importers, do * custom. 
house oaths,’’ which is, I regret to say, at a 
very low rate. Besides, every man who takes 


| the oath to support the Constitution of the Up). 
| ted States reserves the right to be the judge 


of what that obligation means. 


lhe Oal h 


| should unquestionably bind him who takes j, 


to observe it as those whose duty it is to inter. 
pret it make interpretation of its require. 
ments. But we must look at what is, not a 


| what ought to be: and we shall be justified 
in attaching very little practical value to the 


oath prescribed in this section. Oaths are too 
cheap. Let us not cheapen them more. Let 
us strike out the second section with its oaths 
and its other machinery. 

A few words more, Mr. President, and I shal] 
have done. I have said, sir, that I regard the 
attempt to attach the supplementary ciyj| 


| rights bill to the pending measure as an un 


remain Democratic; but they will at least be | 


enabled to select their public servants from the 
I do not fear that these 
Halls will be aguin visited by those who leftthem 
in 1861 to join the host of rebellion. They have 
derived much of their present consequence 
from the factitious advantage you have given 
them by the i:nposition of disabilities. Relieve 
them from these, and they will generally sink 


into an oblivion from which that distinction | 
| only has kept them in the past. 


But if, Bour- 
bon-like, our southern friends choose to send 
Mr. Jefferson Davis or Mr. Alexander H. Ste- 


phens to this Hall, what better electioneering | 


capital could Republican politicians desire? 
Some of our victories of late years have re- 


sulted from the blunders of our politiéal oppo- | 


| nents; but they have never made so capital a 


i 


blunder as placing Mr. Davis or Mr. Stephens | 
_ in the Senate would be. 


Stephens in his news- 
paper is valuable beyond calculation to the 
cause of Republicanism; what would he not 


be worth in the Senate or House of Represent- | 


atives? An occasional speech from Mr. Davis 
demoralizes the Democratic’party South, and 
disgusts the Democratic party North. 
would not his utterances be worth to Repub- 
licanism if they could be made as those of one 
of the representatives of the Democratic party 
on this floor? 


But, Mr. President, these men will return | 


to public life no more. They were failures 


as leaders on the chosen field of the South. | 
Nothing but your system of disabilities could | 


have brought them out of the Lethe into which 
they would otherwise long since have hope- 
lessly sunk. 

I would, Mr. President, bave the second 
section of this bill stricken out. I would not 
require any new oath-taking. This multipli- 


cation of oaths is, in my judgment, of no ! 


What | 


friendly act toward the former. Well may the 
civil rights bill ask to be delivered from such 
peril. J say also, Mr. President, that the at- 
tempt to unite these two measures is in effect 
an unfriendly act to the amnesty measure. | 
do not charge the Senator from Massachusetts 
with the purpose to defeat the amnesty bill by 
this unnecessary and unnatural union. I do 
say that the amnesty bill is endangered by the 
alliance. And | may be pardoned for saying 
that it is a noticeable coincidence that this 
motion to amend comes from a Senator who 
has hitherto been the persistent opponent of a 
general amnesty bil. 1 will not as! the ques- 
tion how far the zeal of the Senator for the 
passage of his civil rights bill instigates his 
motion, or how far he may be unconsciously 
moved by his long-entertained hostility to the 
amnesty policy. Senators are but men; and 


| men act from mixed motives, even they them- 
| selves often being unconscious of the propor: 


‘ 
} 
| 
| 


tions in which the mixture ‘s made up. 

Tagain say, | hope both these bills will, when 
properly shaped, become law. I shall work 
ior the passage of each at tue earliest pracit- 
cable moment. That moment will, in my judg 
ment, be considerably delayed »y attempting 
to unite them. The amnesty bi'l is the pend: 
ing bili. I say Jet us now work for that. 
Were the bill of the Senator f-om Massachu- 
setts the-pending measure, or were there good 
reason to suppose that each would be strength- 
ened by the other, I should say let us work 
for that. 

I have done, and I have no fear, sir, that 
any class of citizens who choose to examine 
my record in this Chamber on this or any 
other question affecting their rights will ser: 
ously question my zeal or my fidelity to the 
principles of justice and equaliiy. The Sen 
ator from Massachusetts may not agree with 
me as to how the work to be done shall be 
brought about. I shall bear, with as much 
patience as I can command, the censure the 


| Senator may see fit to place on these who 


do not see their duty exactly as he does, re 
membering, as some compensation for the 
regret I experience at my failure to meet his 


| approbation, that the methods by which many 


of the great measures in behalf of human 
rights and equality enacted within the past few 
years were consummated were subjected to 
his severe criticism, and yet served their pur- 
pose very well. I shall, before the amnesty 
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pill is disposed of, move to strike out the 
scepuons. : 
“oo HILL. Mr. President, some three 


weeks ago, very much to my own astonish- 
ment, | was drawn into a colloquy with the 
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. SumNer] 
upon his favorite policy. I had no anticipa- 
tion of any such diseussion, nor did | at the 
time or after it was over attach to it any very 
great consequence ; certainly I gave so little 
to it that 1 did not take the pains to have 
printed what I said on that occasion. But, as 
Lord Byron, I believe it was, said of himself, 
alluding to his sudden rise in the literary world, 
«| Jay down to sleep, woke, and found my- 
self famous.’’ I thought what took place 
on that occasion was but a very innocent com- 
parison of views between the Senator from 
Massachusetts and myself, I intervening in a 


| 
| 
} 


| speak of it in any way. 


This Macon meeting adopted a preamble in 
which the authors of 1t are pleased to say of 
myself that 1 stated, on the occasion to which 
I have referred, that the colored people of 
Georgia did not desire the passage of the Sen- 
ator’s bill, but were terribly auxious for the 
passage of the amnesty bill. 1 said nothing 
about what the people of Georgia desired, 
whether they wished the Senator’s bill passed, 
or whether they did not wish the amnesty bill 
passed, or whether they wished both to be 
passed. I neither thought about it, nor did | 
hese words, there- 


| fore, are interpolated. 


| these people at this meeting. 
| likely. 


simple way, from my practical knowledge of || 


the character of the colored people of the 
South and my life-long association with them, 
to state what I thought was most expedient to 
be done, and the Senator rebuking with some 
severity many of the opinions that [advanced. 
But that day’s work has become important 
history. Of course it has gone into the Con- 
gressional Globe and it has gone abroad over 
the land. The colored men of the United 
States, and the colored women and the colored 
children, wherever they could read, have read 


what was said here that day, and I find that | 


among that class of population in my own State 
and also among some others who are white, I 


am being rebuked for the heterodox seuti- | 


ments that I uttered on that occasion. Now, 
[ have thought with some deliberation upon 
what I did say, and I find that I am misrepre- 


sented by some persons in their intemperate | 


[tis said that there were four thousand of 
Yes, that is 
This demagogue, Henry M. Turner, 
does nothing else but perambulate Georgia. 
Going about with a memorial of this sort, to 
the workshops, plantations, &c., he could very 
easily, as | know it would be very congenial 


| employment for him, say to every laborer he 


| will find yourself some day or other, to your | 


found, ‘* Here is a great measure that is to do 
wonders for you, you poor laborer in the corn 
and cotton fields of the South. If this bill of 
Senator SUMNER’S can only become a law, you 


| amazement, like Christopher Sly,’’ (if he ever 


zeal in attiibuting to me remarks which I | 


never made and thoughts that I never enter- 
tained. I will endeavor to allude 
before I conelude. 

The Senator from Massachusetts, on a more 
recent occasion 


to them | 


reviving this subject upon | 


which he is so enthusiastic, has brought to our |) 


attention, among other things, the action of 
agreat public meeting of colored persons in 
the city of Macon, Georgia, where there figured 
an individual known as Rev. Henry M. Tur- 
ner, of whom the Senator said some very kind 
and complimentary things. [ have only to re- 
mark that if the Senator knew the subject of 
his eulogy as well as the Georgians in this city 
know him he would have saved: any expres- 
sions of that sort. He is a reverend gentle- 
man by profession, but I assure the Senator 
that with the better class of the Senator’s own 
admirers in the State of Georgia who know 
Henry M. Turner he is not regarded as a de- 
cent man, and that is putting it in a moderate 
point of view. 

They sent here a series of resolutions, and 
I will advert to one of them, for I want the 
good will ui these people; 1 have no con- 
tempt fur them, as the Senator from Massa- 
chuseits would insinuate—very far from it; 
none in the world toward them or any other 
class of human beings. 
adwiration for them than | have for the hum- 
bie of any other class on God's earth. Lhave 
never sought to make any capital out of them 
by flatiering their vanity, nor have I ever done 
i to any other race, nor do I think I ever wiil. 
The colored people of this country are no bet- 


x 


But I have no more | 


read of him,) ‘‘a guest at the Kimball House, 
in Atlanta, one of the finest hotels in the Uni- 
ted States.’’ That would be perfectly bewil- 
dering to some of them. ‘* You will be on an 
equality with the foremost gentleman in the 
State. ‘Therefore give me your name.”’ ‘*Cer- 
tainly; take the name down,”’ the innocent 
man will say; ‘* put me down for one, because 
I want to be there.’’ ‘That is all very natural. 
He might get tifty thousand of them as easily 
as four thousand—any number. You have 
only got to ask for them, and if you do not get 
enough an invenuve mind can supply the 
deficiency. 

Then this distinguished Mr. Turner goes 
on and writes a Jetier in which he gives a 
most pathetic, heart-rending story of a poor 
woman, a highly educated lady, be says, from 
Massachusetts, whom he came across at Fort 
Valley, south of Macon, Georgia, having abso- 


| lutely traveled from the time she crossed the 


| nights, 


Potomac river at Washington, three days and 
without tasting a mouthful of food, 


| through the inhospitable South; that he at- 


tempted to get for her some little refreshment, 
even a cup of tea, or something of the sort, at 
a wayside hotel, and was refused after it was 
found out she was colored. ‘This may all be 
so; but it smacks of the marvelous. 

Now, I will put a bit of history against that. 
[ will take one of my own household, an old 
colored woman of over fifty years of age, who, 


| as | came herein December, came on with me. 


ter, | take it, than they ought to be, any more || 


than the white people are. 
them as being so much the superiors of the 
Mum grant class in America, about which 
nothing bas been said in this debate; and while 
there is such an outpouring of sympathy, such 
a gush of generosity for this afflicted class, I 
think that something might have been said for 


the hundreds of thousands of fore'gners who || 


inhabit this couutry to day and are daily arriv- 


Ing upon its shores, that something might have | 


been invoked in the way of protection and 
shelter and sustenance and equality of rights 
for this neglected class. 


1 do not look upon | 


| 
} 
' 


She had been laying by litle sums of money 
all the summer, telling me she intended to 
make a visit to see some children she had at 
l'redericksburg. She was no traveler, did not 
know how to take care of herself, and she said 
she would rely upon me to do this. She had 
a good many household goods; she expected 
to spend a year, and she wanted to take them 
all ulong with her. I consented, with the ex- 
ception that I did not ajlow her to take anything 
that would not go very well as buggage, but 
bedding and things of that kind she could carry. 
‘The railroad companies were very kind, on my 
suggestion, all went with a trunk, &c., with- 
out any extra charge atall. She being com- 
pelled to spend one day in the city of Augusta 
bya detention, | met her in the afternoon when 
I was ready to resume the journey, and she told 
me that she had had troops of friends that met 
her: she had never been treated more kindly 
in the world; she had been pressed by invita- 
tions here and there among the colored people, 
and she had fared sumptuonsly. Shecame on 
to Charlotte, North Carolina, where she had 
not an acquaintance, spent one day there, and 
at the close of that day the same thing was suid. 
She was called on, taken to church by a col- 
ored person, dined, kindly cared for, and was 


ge 


| him to be entertaining. 


| get out of the groove. 
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ready to resume the journey that afternoon, 
[ do not say what would have been the case had 
this woman of mine bad to depend on the hos- 
pitality and kindness of the white people, but 
she did not have that todo; the colored people 
seeing her a strarger sought her out. I give 
one story to rebut the other. 

1 will say one thing in regard to the colored 
people. ‘Lhey areamong the most hospitable 
people of all the world. If they have any- 
thing to eat or to drink, and one is hungry 
or thirsty, and comes where they are, he is 
very apt to be invited to partake of it, and it 
matters not whether he be white or colored. 
they are generous in the extreme in that 
respect. 

Mr. President, on the occasion of my dis- 
cussion with the Senator from Massachusetts 
1 advanced the idea that his bill would confer 
no substantial rights on the colored people that 
would be available. [| am still of that opin- 
ion. I did not enter into a discussion of the 
bill with a view of showing its unconstitu- 
tional character. I waived that for the time 
because the discussion was sudden, was un- 
expected, and | did not wish to protract it. 
Indeed, Senators around me were hoping for 
a vote, and were insisting that I should not 
prolong the debate on the amendment. A 
month has elapsed, and we have notyet reached 
a vote. 

As Lunderstand, at present the Senator him- 
self is in doubt, to say the least, whether there 
are not many portions of his amendment that 
would be bettered by alteration. Sugyzestions 
have been made to him which I understand 
W hetber he will adopt 
those of the Senator from New Jersey [ Mr. 
I-RELINGHUYSEN | or some others, aud so mod 
ify the measure as to commend it to myself, I 
do not know. But I beg to assure him and to 
assure everybody else who feels any interest 
in the question, that he does me gross injustice 
in supposing that 1 am lingering over nothing 
but an old feeling of é¢aste, that there | cannot 
It is because | know 
that if all the rights that he would give to the 
| colored people of the South or of the entire 
nation by his amendment were granted and 
offered to them, practically in the South they 

would amounttonothing. If lamasked why, 

I answer that if you make the distinetion on 
| railroads, there is not one first-class passenger 

out of fifty or one hundred who would be col- 
| ored. If you go to first-class hotels, where 
board is four or five dollars a day, or even three 
dollars, if the hotels were thrown open without 
distinction to all classes of guests, you would 
not have one colored man out of two hundred, 
but you might have just enough to disgust a 
class of people to whom the Senator «alluded, 
and who are to be found everywhere, not only 
in the South butin the North, in the East and 
in the West, and who would make it a pretext 
for abandoning a hotel, while it would do no 
good to the colored guest that had gone there. 
Nay, sir, in all the principal towns of the 
South there is ample and good entertainment 
to be found for colored people in houses kept 
by colored hosts. There is no hardship on 
that subject. 

On the former occasion I said, in relation 
to railroad accommodations, that I would give 
the colored people the same that 1 would the 
whites, without insisting that there sbould 
be an admixture. ‘Lhere I stand yet. The 
Senator maintained that equivalents were not 
equality. There is the great point between 
him and myself, | maintaining the converse 
of his proposition that they are substantial 
equality. 

If the Senator could devise an amendment 
that would secure to every colored Jaborer in 
the South fair and just remuneration for his 
toil, that would secure an honest settlement 
between him and every employer for whom he 
| labors, he would do a work for the colored 
race far superior to this mere theoretical human- 
| itarian project about which he seems to have 
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such great consideration. There is something | 


practical in that. 

On the previous occasion to which I have 
alladed, | remarked to the Senator that I 
claimed from association to know the lower 
strata of the colored people better than he 
could possibly know them. Why, sir, even 
to-day, in the city of Washington itself, I am 
very sure, distinguished as the Senator is as 
the champion of that race, that there are more 
of them who call to see me than do him. The 
furmer slaves of southern masters who have 
ever seen me or heard of me call frequently, 
call because they say that I have the reputa- 
tion of being kind and humane. Hardly a 
day passes that Ido not have such visitors. 
‘They are always welcome and always treated 
with kindness. But I never shall say to them, 
‘*'The road to happiness for you lies in sitting 
side by side with a white man upon a railroad 
car or dining at the same table in the hotels of 
the country or upon the steamboats on the 
rivera,’’ for I do not believe it. 

Now, it is true that there are leaders among 
this people as well as among all others. ‘This 
same Henry M. Turner, of Georgia, holds him- 
self up asa distinguished leader. The Sen- 


ator from Massachusetts is wrong in regard | 


to one fact. ‘Turner was a member two years 
ago of the house of representatives of Georgia, 
but is not a member of either house at this 
time. Leis an agitator, possibly of the O’Con- 
nell school. I think he would like the ‘‘rint,”’ 
perhaps, as well as the great agitator of Ireland 
did. 


Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator from 


Georgia allow me to ask whether this man 


Turner he is speaking of is a bishop? 

Mr. HILL. No, he isnot a bishop; I think 
nothing but a preacher. 

Mr. LHURMAN. Is he not the man about 
whose character testimony was taken by the 
Ku Klux committee? 

Mr. HILL. No, sir, he has not gone that high 
canonically. [Laughtet.] Heis a licensed 
preacher, as | understand. I will say of him 
that he received here, by assiduity and the aid 
of some white men who were no better than 
he is, and some of them worse, in my opinion, 
who held distinguished positions in Georgia 
at the time, the Macon post office. He was 
appointed postmaster there, but did not hold it 
for a month before was he compelled to give 
place to another. Hedid undergo a trial upon 
charges of some sort or other, and I think it 
was somewhat protracted. I donot know what 
was done here in the examination before the 
Post Office Committee, but I know that he 
ave up the oflice ; he was ejected from it. But 

have said enough about him, more than | 
ought. 

) have seen no good reason for any modifi- 
cation of the views I expressed on the former 
occasion, and I do not think that any logie or 
any amount of sympathy that may be bestowed 
upon this question can enlighten me in regard 
to it. I would not knowingly do the black 
man an injury. 
distinctions made in society adverse to him in 
the South are to be attributed to a natural 
feeling is yet to be ascertained. As we are 
progressing in this great experiment of giving 
ireedom to an enslaved race, we have yet to 


discover whether nature has implanted in the | 
white man an ineradicable repugnance to | 
equality with an inferiorrace. Wedo know how | 
i Take Mexico: | 


itis in countries south of us. 
there the old Castilians who went from Spain 


and they preserved their caste and their com- 
vlexion. I have thought that there would 
* some of that feeling left in the South for a 
long time. Perhaps it may grow less; per- 
chance inacentury it may be obliterated; but 
ittakes time to determine this question. Nature 
is more powerful than legislation. I am dis- 
posed to defer something to her; and if it be 
true that the prejudices of the white man for- 
bid the enforcement of the principles, humane 


| a man be allowed to keep a German hotel ina 

‘| city, or a French hotel in a city, and limit the 
| guests to the particular nationality of the host? 
| Is there anything wrong in this? 


| admitting them into their houses. 


| billsto offer for individual relief before this body 
| and the other House ot Congress; but so long 
/as we have a general bill here I prefer not to 


‘former occasion I adverted to the fact that I | 


| obtaining any billatall. I trust now, although 


| Senator from Indiana, nce Morrton,] and 
_that the Senator from Massachusetts, in his 


| through several stages in the Senate, and on 


How far his wrongs and the | 


i this other House bill when it is before the Sen- 


; ; é || ters, I did not geta chance to get the floor, and | 
to Mexico refused to mingle with the natives, || 
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as they are, abstractly just as they may be, that | 
the Senator from Massachuseits would enforce; 
if we are powerless to give them vigor and 


| vitality, why shall we waste time over abstrac- | 


tions? I confess that I am open to conviction, | 
but the conviction must come to me from time 
iiself, andI do not knowthat I shall bave time 
enough upon this earth to derive a great deal 
more enlightenment. 

Sir, | am serious in one thing: I can see no | 
good reason why, if we are to require innkeep- | 
ers to accept guests without discrimination in | 
regard to color, we should not go further and 


| provide that no nationality sball intervene to | 


prevent the reception of a guest. Why should | 


I am not well satisfied with the idea thata 
man’s house ceases to be bis castle whenever 


| he chooses to convert it into a house of enter- | 


tainment, and to take a license from the proper | 
authority as a hotel-keeper or a boarding-house 
keeper. Does he cease to have control over it? | 
Does he become a slave of the public because | 
he paysatax? I think not. I think the hotel- | 
keeper is entitled to all the discrimination in | 
regard to his guests that other men have in 


I should never have been drawn at all into 
this discussion had I not been anxious for the 
amnesty bill to be determined. I wish to 
knowits fate. If itis to fail, then I have some 


introduce them. In discussing this bill ona 


should oppose any amendment that might be | 
offered to it, as it was a House bill that had 
come here, and we must take it even with 
such imperfections as it had, or else hazard 


there has been one amendment adopted, that 
that amendment will be withdrawn by the 


earnestness and great zeal for the passage of 
this darling measure of his, will not put it to 


| hazard by coupling it with amnesty, but will 


reserve it for greater perfection as a separate | 


' measure of legislation, so that he may com: | 
mend it to the two Houses hereafter better || 


than he does at this particular time. 
Mr. ROBERTSON. I move to lay aside | 
the pending bill in order to take up House bill | 


| No. 1050, | 


the PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Car- | 
PENTER in the chair.) The Senator from | 
South Carolina moves to postpone the pending | 
bill and all prior orders for the purpose of | 
taking up the amnesty bill last received from 
the House of Representatives. 

Mr. SUMNER. Lhope not. The pending 
measure is a House bill, which has already gone 


which an important amendment is now pend- 

ing, and I ask for a vote on that amendment. 
Mr. ROBERTSON. The Senator from 

Massachusetts can move his amendment on 


ate, as well as on the bill now pending. The 
committee acted upon House bill No. 1050 | 
this morning, and instructed me to report it 
back without smendment, but inasmuch as | 
the morning hour was occupied by other mat- 


I take this occasion to move its present con- | 
sideration in place of the bill now pending 
before the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- | 
tion is on postponing the present billand pro- | 


ceeding to the consideration of the amnesty | 


bill last received from the House of Repre- 


|| sentatives, 
Mr. SUMNER. As I understood the Sen- 


} ator from South Carolina, he reported his bill 
ll to-day. 


Mr. ROBERTSON. - Yes, sir. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then it cannot be cop. 
sidered to-day except by unanimous consent 
and I object. : 

Mr. ROBERTSON, 
substitute. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
is informed that this bill was received ang 
twice read on a former day. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It cannot be considered 
on the day it is reported. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The }jlj 
was then placed on the Calendar, never having 
been referred. The motion is therefore ig 
order. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, The committee havo 
had the bill under consideration this morning, 
and inasmuch as the Chair bas decided thatit 
is in order. I insist on my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
rules that it is in order on the supposition 
that the bill has not been referred to the com- 
mittee. Ifit has been before the committee 
by order of the Senate, and reported back to. 
day, then of course one objection would be 
fatal to its consideration. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I move, then, to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of House bill No, 
1050, and to lay aside the bill now before the 
Senate in order to proceed to its consideration, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is not a proper 
motion, to lay it aside. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator’s motion 
is entirely in order. The second bill which 
came to us from the House of Representatives 
went upon the Calendar, and I understand now 
from the Senator from South Carolina thatthe 
committee have been considering the bill, in- 
formally of course, it not having been referred 
tothem. The bill being upon the Calendar, itis 
entirely competent to take it up and act upon 
it, and I hope the Senator’s motion will pre- 
vail for two reasons. The motion to postpone 
the present bill is certainly in order, and then 
it will be in order for the Senator to move to 
take up the other bill to which he has referred, 
he now having given notice that he makes this 
motion with that view. 

The bill under consideration is not the same 
bill as last passed the House. The Jatter is 
more generous than the pending bill, in this 
respect: the bill which last passed the House 
does not exclude from its operation the mem- 
bers of the conventions who voted in favor of 
secession, as the bill under consideration does. 
That is one reason why I favor the House bill 
which last came to us, rather than the bill 
which is now under consideration, because i am 
in favor of the most liberal of these bills which 
have passed the House of Representatives. 

Another reason why | think it would be ad- 
visable to pass the bill now under considera- 
tion is this: the bill that we are now consider- 
ing has been amended on the motion of the 
Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Morron.] I hope 
that we may be able to take the last bill as the 
House passed it and make it a law. I think 
this matter has been quite too long delayed; 
and this will give us an opportunity to see if 
there is strength in this body sufficient to pass 
an amnesty bill. Ifthe friends of amnesty (as 
we understand almost every Senator avows 
himself to be) are in earnest, let us take this 
bill without these amendments, which are cal- 
culated to prevent the passage of any bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How can you do that? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If there are votes enough 
here, we can vote down all amendments, and I 
hope my friend from Vermont will vote with 
me to prevent any of them being attached to 
this bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is another question. 
What do you gain by this course ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We getridof an amend- 


Then I offer it ag g 


ment already put on this bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Suppose he offers it again 
in a moment? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. But an amendment has 
been adopted to the present bill that we are 
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now considering, while the bill which last came 
from the House of Representatives is a clean 
bill without any amendment to it, and if the 
Senate agrees to pass it, that is the end of it; 
it becomes a law atonce, 

There is another reason. When this amend- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts was 
offered I believed that it was not in order, that 
it was au improper amendment. I expressed 
my view at that time. The Senate by a close 
yote admitted it; but I wish to test that ques- 
tion again; and if the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts should persist in offering his amend- 


ment to every amnesty bill that comes to this || 


pody, I trast that the Senate will stand by 
what, to me, is manifestly the parliamentary 
law in such a case, and will not receive his 
amendment. It is a proposition that ought 
not to be offered in connection with this bill. 
I do not propose now to discuss that measure. 
It is a measure which, if it can pass at all, as 
] hope it never will in the shape he has offered 
it, can pass by a majority vote. 


rights bill,’’ as he calls it, has been before 
this body for years. It was here in the last 
Congress, and the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary reported adversely to it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not in its present form. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Not precisely as it has 
been amended, but precisely as it was offered 
by the Senator from Massachusetts, I think. 
lt is the very same printed bill. I have not 
compared them, but L believe it to be the same 
pill, the same print which was before the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and which I had the 
honor to report back adversely by the direc- 
tion of the members of that committee. 

Now, sir, Lhope that the motion of the Sen- 


ator from South Carolina will prevail for the | 


two reasons | have given. In the first place, 
the last bill that passed the House is the most 
liberal one, and it is the best one; and in the 
secoud place, we shall thereby have an oppor- 
tunity, if there isa majority of the Senate in 


favor of amnesty, of voiing against all amend- 


ments, passing the bill, and making it a law | 


at once, and this will bring us to a vote at 
some time. We shall never accomplish any- 
thing by constantly loading down amnesty 
bills by riders. I know or have reason to 
know, at least I believe, that there are a num- 
ber of Senators who are opposed to any gen- 
eral amnesty bill, and they are ready to vote 


for any and every amendment that is offered, | 


with a view of embarrassing the bill and defeat- 
ing it. Ihave no doubt there are some Sen- 
ators, conscientiously, according to their con- 


victions of duty, opposed to a general amnesty | 


bill—1 so understand them—and of course those 
Serators will vote for any amendment that 
may be offered; but I trust that the real friends 


of amnesty, those who believe that the peace | 


of this country, the restoration of good feeling, 
and the establishment of better governments 
in the South, will be promoted by the passage 


of a liberal amnesty bill, will stand together 


and take the bill as the House has passed it, 
and let us make it a law and not suffer it to 


be entangled with these various amendments 


which are supported, of course, by all those 


who are opposed to amnesty, and supported by 


others, I suppose, because they think them 
proper amendments. 
or these reasons I hope the motion of the 


Senator from South Carolina will prevail, and 


On that I call for the yeas and nays. 


Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I do not 
feel called upon to vote for this motion, and 
certainly not for the reasons which have been 
f It is suggested, first, that the bill 
in favor of which the motion is made to post- 
pone the pending measure is more liberal than 
the one we have before us, in that it extends | 


given us. 


amnesty to men who assembled in southern 


conventions, as they were called, and voted |, 
their States out of the Union, who inaugurated || 
under solemn forms the revolution which |! 





| 


The subject- | 
matier of his bill, or his ‘‘supplementary civil | 











I am inclined to think that I would rather 
have some other recommendation of the latter 
bill of the House than this. 





; 
|| But I rose to speak more particularly of the | 


] other ground on which an appeal is made to 


us to vote in favor of the motion now made | 


|| by the Senator from South Carolina. 
] asked to do it because it will divest the meas- 
i? 


because it will reopen a question of order. I 
will not speak of the amendment, but I want 
to say a word on the question of order. 

The Senator from Massachusetts offering his 
amendment, a point of order was raised upon 
it. That point was ruled by the Presiding 
Officer, the honorable Senator from Rhode 


| after a considerable debate, was adopted, and 


chair. An appeal was taken from his decis- 


that appeal was discussed in the Senate, and 
by the action of the Senate the law was laid 
down in this case in favor of the propriety of 


| chusetts. 

Now, Mr. President, how shall it be said that 
those who want a vote upon the amnesty bill, 
| either for or against it, and to make an end of 
it, ought to go back, take up a measure de novo, 
and litigate over again, not only the question 
of the amendment which has prevailed, but 
even a prolix question of order? It seems to 
me that it weak be making haste backward ; 
it would be an advance crab-fashion toward a 
result and finality upon the amnesty bill. And 
[ wish, for one, to protest against being classed 
with the enemies of amnesty in any form if | 
am unable to see the propriety at this late day 
of undoing all that we have done, and going 
back and proceeding again to rehearse and 
| rehash questions ofamendments already passed 
upon and final action recorded, and even open- 
ing questions of order which have not only 
been made and decided, but argued elaborately 
and decided by the Senate itself. 

Mr. President, the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts has been elaborately 
discussed. 
sion. Ido not meanto doso. It has been 
| mairly upon the suggestion of the Senator from 
New Jersey, [ Mr. Fretincnvysen, ] so shaped 
as to avoid in the main constitutional objec- 
tions, and therefore it presents itself fairly 
upon its merits. Whynotvoteuponit? Can 
there be any doubt that we shall save time by 








of so much work as we have done, which it 
has taken, if I mistake not, a fortnight to 
accomplish? 
back to the beginning, and litigate over again 
all questions, including questions of order and 
of form? 

Now, sir, as one of those who wish to see 
the business of the Senate advanced, and who 


vote on his measure, I appeal to him not to try 
this new experiment, but to let us proceed with 
the bill that we have before us, avail ourselves 
and get the value of all the work we have done, 
and not retrace our steps and begin at the 
beginning to go all overitagain. [fhe will 
adhere to the present bill, if he will allow us 





from Massachusetts, and any other amend- 
ment that may be proposed, voting also, if he 


liberalizing the present bill by incorporating the 
particular provision which takes into the em- 


out of the Union, there is no diffienlty in his 
| doing that, and, at the same time, losing noth- 
ing that we have already done. Theretore, as 


of proceeding with the amnesty bill to a con- 


day, I hope he will stand where he is, and let 
us, as I cannot say too often, profit by what 


We are | 


ure before the Senate of the amendment which, | 


Island, [Mr. Antnony,] then occupying the | 


| ion, and deliberately, I may say elaborately, | 


the amendment of the Senator from Massa- | 


adhering to the present bill, availing ourselves | 


Why throw that away and go | 


would be glad to see the Senator from South | 
Carvlina succeed in bringing the Senate to a | 


to vote upon the amendment of the Senator | 
wants to test the sense of the Senate, upon | 


brace of amnesty those who voted the States | 


clusion, as well as other bills, at the earliest | 
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| have taken no part in its discus- || 


a triend of the business before the Senate, and |! 


plunged the nation into the Red sea of war. |! we have done and finish only the remainder | 
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of the subject, in place of going back and 
taking it all over again, including questions 
of order, from the start. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, there are 
two reasons given in favor of taking up the 
second amnesty bi!l that came from the House. 

One of the reasons is that by so doing we shall 
get clear of an amendment that was put upon 
the first bill bya deliberate vote of the Senate. 
Does the Senator who made that argument 
suppose he will get rid of that amendment, 
deliberately adopted by a decided vote of the 
Senate, by simply taking up another bill? 
Shall we not have the question of that amend- 
ment again presented? 

Mr. THURMAN. Let me suggest to the 
Senator that, if [am not entirely in error, the 
amendment to which he alludes has not been 
decided by the Senate, but only decided in 
committee. 

Mr. MORTON. The Senator is mistaken. 
It was adopted in the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theamend 
ment was adopted in the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. After two days’ debate. 

Mr. MORTON. That would not be a very 
material matter anyhow. 

Another reason is, that the second amnesty 
bill is more liberal, because it gives amnesty 
to the men who composed the State conven- 
tions that voted to carry the several States out 
of the Union. I think there cannot be found 
a worse class of men, men more undeserving 
of amnesty, than the men who attempted to 
carry the States out of the Union by their votes 
in those conventions. In some of those con- 
ventions the vote was procured by frand; the 
members of those conventions voted for ordi- 
nances of secession in defiance of the wishes 
of a majority of the people of the States. Take 
for example, the State of Virginia, the State 
of Tennessee, the State of Alabama, and per- 
haps others can be named where the ordinance 
of secession was adopted by the convention in 
defiance of the wiil of the majority of the peo- 
ple as expressed at the polls at the time of the 
election of delegates. ‘The men who were thus 
guilty of a double crime, and who have upon 
them all the responsibilities and the conse 
quences of that rebellion, it is proposed to 
amnesty by this second bill; and that 1s offered 
as au argument why the former bill should be 
laid aside and the second bill taken up! 

Mr. President, | hope this proceeding will 
go on upon the first bill, because if the second 
bill should be taken up there will be at least 
an effort made in the Senate to put in the 
third exception that is left out by the second 
bill, and the amendment adopted upon the 
first biil will at least be offered, and 1 believe 
it will be adopted upon the second bill, and 
the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Massachusetis will certainly be renewed upon 
the second bill, so that nothing will be gained, 
but much time will be lost, because we shall 
then have to fight over the very ground we 
have gone over. Tor one, I am ready to vote 
on the amendment of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. I believe the amendment that J 
offered as applied to the officers of a church, 
striking out those words, is accepted by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, so that my amend 
ment is agreed to. 

Mr. THURMAN. I hopethe motion of the 
Senator from South Carolina will prevail, and 
1 think it will require very little reflection on 
the part of any Senator to see that if it does 
prevail instead of losing time, we shall guin 
time. 

First, in regard té the amendment that 
has been adopted on the motion of the Senator 
from Indiana, which I was under the impres- 
sion # moment ago had only been adopted in 
committee, but 1 remember now that it was 
defeated in committee, and was afterward 
renewed in the Senate and adopted by barely 
a majority—in regard to that amendment, | do 
not think the Senator will see the necessily of 
offering it again, for there was but one man at 
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whom it was aimed: no other name was sug- 
gested; no other possible name was spoken 
of; it was only in respect to the Senator-elect 
from Nor:h Carolina that the amendment was 
supposed to have avy effect, and he has resigned 
all claim to that office, so that now, if the 
amendment were put on the bill, it would be 
without any office or effect whatever. So far, 
therefore, us that amendment is concerned, it 
is a matter of no earthly consequence whether 
it is in the bill or not in the bill. 


amendment ot the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, a point of order was raised. The Sen- 
ator from New York objects to going into 
that question of order again. Let the Senate 
understand precisely how the matter stands. 
I made the question of order. The Chair had 
to decide it without argument, for the rule 


He did decide it,aud ruled that the amend- 
ment wasin order. Llappealed. The appeal 
was debated, and the decision of the Charr 


‘Then, in regard to the other matter, the | 


reaching than it was when your committee 


reported upon it, and pass it through the | 


Senate without ever referring it to a commit- 
tee at all. The bill which the Senator from 
Massachusetts offers as an amendment to the 
amnesty bill has never been referred to a 
committee at this session. A similar bill 
was referred at a former session and reported 
against. He takes that old bill, greatiy en- 
larges it, makes it more obnoxious to consti- 
tutional objections than his old bill was, and 
without any reference to a committee at all 
moves it as an amendment to this bill, and 
so imperfect that on all sides we see it has to 
be amended. It has undergone no sufficient 
scruliny at all. The defects pointed out are 


so glaring, even if the measure were ever | 
so constitutional, that the Senator is obliged | 


| to accept amendments the moment they are 
required him to decide it without argument. | 


was sustained by, I believe, barely a majority | 


of one. 

Mr. SUMNER. Two. 

Mr. THURMAN. Take two, if you please ; 
it is a de minimis non curat whether it is one 
or two; und there were seventeen absentees. 
In a Senate not full by any means that decis 
ion was sustained simply by a majority of one 


or two, Isthat adecision that oughtto govern? || 


Is that a decision thatought tostand? No, sir; 


but it doesstand as long as this bill is before the || 


Senate. I cannot renew the question of order 
on this bill, because the question has been 
decided ; 


but whenever a new bill is up, then | 


I can make the question when the Senator | 


from Massachuset‘s shall offer his amendment 
again ; avd it is in order that the sense first 
ot the Presiding Officer of the Senate and 
then of a full Senate may be taken upon that 


point that I for one wish to see the question | 
made again, and I wish to see the present bill | 
postponed and the other taken up, in order | 


that the question may be made. 

Now, sir, in reference to that question, no 
man answered the argument, no man, | think, 
can answer the argument, that if you were to 
put on the amendment of the Senator from 


1 


offered. 
‘Take the amendment suggested by the Sen- 


ator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Scorr] the other | 


day. That bill, as it was introduced, pun- 
ished every innocent man, woman, and child 
that held stock in a corporation, for what? 
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_when he shall introduce his bill as an inde. 


pendent measure, or call it up at any time, fo; 
there it is on the Calendar. What reason 
then, can be given for urging it as an amend. 
ment now? Why not take it up by i-selyg 
If there is a majority to pass it that major ty 
can take it up any day, make it a special order 
any day, and continue its discussion until i jg 
disposed of. But no, sir; nothing will do 
but that it must be stuck on this bill; that jc 
the only place for it, in order that, as | said 


| before, we may havea high sounding title to 
| the bill—a bill of grace for the graceless, and 


|; movement. 


For acts that every one of them might have | 
voted against; for decisions that every one | 


| of them might have opposed, if there was a 


bare majority of the direction in that corpor- | 


ation that made a particular decision, or with- 


out that, if some oflicer or agent of that cor- || 


poration violated the provisions of the bill. 
| It confiscated their property, brought ruin 


The Senator from Pennsylvania saw that. He 
is accustomed to look at the details of a bill, 
to scrutinize with a lawyer’seye the provisions 
| of a law; he saw the impropriety ; he pointed 
| it out; it was glaring; and the Senator from 
Massachusetts accepted his amendment. So 
the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Frevine- 
UUYSEN] the other day pointed out other 
defects in the bill, and they were corrected. 
| And so again did the Senator from Indiana 
| [Mr. Morron] this morning. 


(| And now this bil! thatis to be amended here 


Massachusetts and pass this bill through the | 


Senate by a two-thirds vote and send it to the 
House of Representatives, and there should 
there be a mvejority for it, but less than two 
thirds, then you would have this great specta- 
cle presented, of one half of that bill passed 
by the necessary constitutional majority to 
enact it 
not passed by a sufficient number of votes; 
aud where, then, is your law? What part of 
it is law and what part of it is notlaw? No 
one has answered that question. Whether 
gentiemen did not think it worth while to an- 
swer it or not I leave it for others to decide, 
but that is a question which ought to be met. 
Now, sir, why do I want to make the ques 
tion? Not because I am not ready to vote on 
the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, 
of order, lam ready to vote on that amend- 
ment. Iam prepared to vote upon it, because, 
in my judgment, no clearer proposition can be 
submiited to a lawyer's mind than that the 


amendmentof the Sevator from Massachusetts | 


is unconstitut onul, and without going at all 
into the merits or demerits of his measure, it is 


As I said when I made the question | 


j 


into a law and the residue of the bill | 


in open Senate by these straggling amend- 
ments, with no careful examination of them, 
no silting down in a committee-room and care- 
fully discussing the details of the measure, as 
| would be necessary if it were ever so constiiu- 
| tional—this bill of mere ordinary legislation is 
to be forced on to this amnesty bill, for what 
purpose? That you may havea fine rhetorical 
sentence, that justice went with grace; that 


| you were just as well as generous; and that 


| 


' 
} 
} 
| 


j 
| 
| 


| 


| subject-matter of the bill. 


| 
1] 
i 


sufficient for me, who have sworn to support 


the Censtitution, aud mean to obey my oath, 
that, in my judgment, it is a plainly unconsti- 
tutional measure. 

And now, what is proposed to be done in 


while you held out amnesty to the white peo- 


out justice to the black people all over the 
country! That is all very beautiful rhetoric; 


that makes an exquisitely fine heading to a | 


speech, or perhaps to a bill; but I submit to 
the Senate that it is not the kind of considera- 
tion that should make us depart from the plain 
proper modes of legislation which require that 


an amnesty bill shall stand by itself, that as it || 
requires two thirds to pass it it shall not have | 
|| amendments put upon it which can be made | 


law by a bare mejority of the two Houses ot 
Congress, that it shail not have amendments 
put on it that have no relation properly to the 
I say this reason 
that has been given is altogether insufficient 
for the purpose tor which it 1s given. 

Now, Mr. President, if there is a majority 


|| of the Senate —and 1 do not know but that 
| there is—in favor of the bill of the Senator 


regard to that meusure; that measure which | 


was condemned, so far as your law commiitee 
Was concerned,.when it was in a less obnox- 


i 


i! 


| this bill? 


ious form than it is now; that measure which, | 


when it stood alone, was condemned, reported || several months yet of this session. 
against, and never taken up by the Senate? || debate has not been lost. 


lt is proposed to take that measure, add sec- 
tion after section to it, make it far more wide- 





| 


from Massachusetts, why can he not be con- 
tent with taking that bill up and passing it by 
a majority? Why insist upon sticking it on 


We have 
This very 


place where it does not belong? 


upon the innocent as well as the guilty, all || 
alike; took away Statecharters, deprived cor- | 
porations of millions of property, and reduced | 
to ruin and bankruptcy thousands of men. | 


Why insist upon putting it in a} 


| ment is put on here they do not like. 
| men have beeu here in my hearing for a fort- 


| established in this body? 


of justice to the unfortunate | 

‘the PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques. 
tion is on the motion of the Senator from Sou) 
Carolina, to postpone the present and a 1 prioy 


_ orders for the purpose indicated by him, upon 


which the yeas and nays were demauded by 
the Senator from Illinois. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. NYE. Mr. President, | do not know 
that I exactly understand the tactics of thjs 
‘he other day, when that second 
bill came over from the House of Represen:. 
atives, I suspected that this attempt would be 
made. I donot know much about that second 
bill; the honorable Senatorfrom Ohio who has 
just taken his seat knows allabout it; but what 
1 want to ask him and ask the Senate and ask 
the country is, how arule of action is to be 
I recollect distinetly 
that an appeal was taken from the decision ot 
the Chair on the amendment of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, and this body deliberately 
voted that the appeal was not well taken, and 
thereby made a rule which is to goveru the case 
under consideration. 1 donot understand ihe 
kind of slight-of-hand by which the House sends 
over to us a new biil to order when an amend- 
Wise 


‘night discussing the great question of this 








The merits and | 


demerits of his bill have been before the Sen- | 


ate, and the debate will not have been lost 


| amendment, and every authority from A to Z 
| has been exhausted upon it. 


The honorable 
Senator from Ohio has given us his argument, 


| and almost all Sena'ors here who are given to 
| talking have discussed this great quesiion and 


the propriety of this amendment. 

Sir, is this mere play? Are we thus to be 
trifled with? Is slipping a bill from the bot- 
tom of another package to stultily the entire 
argument on both sides? I have never seen 
my friend from I\linois, who is always go elo- 
quent, more eloquent than Le was upon this 
great measure of grace and opposed to this 
amendment. I supposed he was in earnest. 
{ meant to say a single word before | voied 


| on this bill to convince him that | thought he 
. | was in earnest. 
ple of the South, in the same hands you held || 


I vote for this amendmeut to 
relieve not thousands, nor hundreds, but mil- 
lious, who are not charged with any offense or 
crime, but whose loyalty and devotion to this 
country stand in glaring coutrast to those who 
ask for relief by the bill itself. 

Sir, I have never been a very strong advo- 
cate for amnesty. I want that understood. I 
regard the sin that those men committed as a 
si against the political spirit, fur which there 
is no lorgiveness ou earth. ‘hey oughtto kuow 
it; and when men stand here and demand for 


| their constituents, whose hands are already red 
| with blood, the forgiveness of this nation and 


the authority to exercise poiiical power, we 
ask this ameudment that five miliions of peo- 


| ple who are discarded now from your pub- 


lic conveyances shall be admitted. My hon- 
orable friend from Ohio sees the unconstitu- 
tiovality of that as quick as can be; but there 
is no question of coustitutionality about the 
other proposition ! 

Sir, there is a question in my constitution 
about it. [Laughter.] I have seen the very 


atmosphere rent over and thrown into commo- 
tion like the power of the earthquake by this 
rebellion; | have seen too many hubiliments 
of mourning; | know who caused all this, and 
1 am notfor granting them extra favors. Lere 
they stand at the duor knocking for admission 
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o this body with their tongues out from ex- 
haustion ; and yet we must not consult, we must 
+s argue, We must not discuss at all a perti- 
nent amendment, because these people are in 
euch a hurry to hold office! They should, 
had I my way about it, gotli their hair was as 
» ag Nebuchadnezzar’s before they should 
the privilege of holding office in this 
country. But J was not going to make a fuss 
about it. 1 was willing to let this thing go. I 
am willing to defer my judgment to that of 
others if they will take an amendment with it 
shat carries healing and balm on its wings; but 
that they will not do. There you touch the 
pride of the old offender, and Lam utterly sur 
prised to see men stand here and defend such 
a proposition asthat. U nconstitutional it is, 
we are told, to protect the citizen in hisrights ! 
Who made itso? And when was it written in 
» Constitution? I find it written in every 
line of the Constitution, it is its life, it is its 
soul, it is iis breathing part, that it gives pro- 
tection to every citizen, from the highest to 
the lowest in the land. ‘That is the spirit of 
the Constitution as 1 understand it; that is 
the spirit of the Constitution in which I shall 
vote. 

But Iam told it is not popular politically. 
Sir, if a man thinks his popularity depends 
upon wiping out the obstacle to rebels holding 
office I wish him much joy. ‘They will do 
with this as they have done by everything we 
have done for them, and the honorable Sena- 
tor from Mississippi who is now absent [ Mr. 
A.corn] revealed the whole thing in a@ single 
expression the other day. He said it was not 
becoming in them to ask for amnesty, and he 


informed us that had it not been volunteered 


int 


long a 
have 


1 
thé 


to him he never would have asked for it. How 


grateful do you suppose he feels to the Repub- 
lic, and to the people at large, standing and 
boasting that it was volunteered to him, that 
he never would have bent the knee or stooped 
toask for it? Sir, the whole pian of forgive- 
ness lies ia asking. It is not the act of for- 
giveness itself, but the direction is to ‘‘ask 
and itshall be given.’’ If I had outraged the 
laws and Constitution of my land, if I had 
attempted to tear down the very temple of 
liberty here, and now, professing to be its 
friend, have not sorrow and regret enough in 
my heart for my bloody deeds to ask pardon, 
I do not deserve to be forgiven. So, I take 
it, that these friends who want to get imme- 
diately into a position to hold office had bet 
ter conclude to let a negro ride in the cars 
with them. Ithinkthese men who are in such 
a hurry to again get at the flesh-pots of pol- 
ities had better let the negro come in the same 
train with them or they will not get here, or 
if they do, they will be in an awful minority! 
Now, what is the objection toall this? ‘‘Oh, 
the Constitution !’’ says my friend from Ohio. 
He always scares me when he talks about the 
Constitution, for he knows so much about, it 
that 1 never enter the arena to discuss it with 
him ; but when he will convince me that it is 
unconstitutional to give protection to the sub- 
ject, then [ shall want a seventeenth amend- 
ment, Or some other amendment to the Con- 
stitution. [Laughter.] I would have it amend- 
ed and amended until the poorest subject of 
this Government, its poorest citizen, shall be 
exempt from insult in public places and on the 
highways, and shall receive that consideration 
that is due to the ennobling position of an 
American citizen. 
_ Sir, it takes the world a good while to change 
its prejudices. In former times, when the Dem- 


ocratic party had rule, when a slave asked for | 


freedom they riveted his bands yet stronger. 
When he asked for freedom or sought it in 
flight he was pursued with the venom of the 
hound. Now a change has come over the 
Spirit of our country and our countrymen, 
thank God! They said these bonds should be 
knocked off. How loudly did they ery that it 
was unconstitutional! There was not a Dem- 


ocrat, from the leader, (my friend from Ohio | rights with your fellow-men. 


| reciprocal. 


i 
| 


being their acknowledged leader,) but what 
shouted that it was unconstitutional! Why. 
sir, from the Supreme Court came the word 
that the negro had no rights that a white man 
was bound to respect. 


Mr. THURMAN. It never did any such 
thing. 
Mr. NYE. Well, nearly that. 1 refer to 


a decision in which you will find that spirit. 

Mr. CONKLING. ‘The language was that 
such was the public opinion. 

Mr. NYE. Such was the public opinion. 
Sir,the people appealed from that decision, 
and its reversal was inevitable. While the 
decision may live, its reversal is written in 
letters of blood. 

Now, Mr. President, there is a hurry about 
this amnesty business, and we are told by every 
advocate of it that there are only a few to be 
affected, Well, let that few wait. It liberty, 
protection to the citizen, needs that fulcrum 
over which to pry, | hope the honorable Sen- 
ator from lllinois will not take it out from 
under it. I want something to pry on. We 
have pried over their affections, and their 
affections have failed us; nota word of thanks 
has been uttered to a generous Government, 
not an exhibition of gratitude to a more than 
magnanimous and generous Government have 
[ ever seen come from the mouth of one for- 
given. Have you? Noone. When by mil 
lions they have sinned, and were by millions 
forgiven, it awoke no echo in their hearts, but 
a spirit that seemed to say ‘* You dared not 
withhold it longer.”’ 

I am not exactly willing to let up such gen- 
tlemen soeasily. They ought to be pretty well 
satisfied to live under laws that are made by 
loyal men. Having forfeited everything, from 
their property to their lives, they ought to sing 
every day in their heart, ‘‘Oh, to grace how 
great a debtor.’’ [Laughter.] Instead of that, 
when we propose to put an amendment on to 
this bill that makes practical the liberty of the 
black man, and to make all equal betore the 
law, it is a violation of the Constitution! Sir, 
I have heard that here for years. We shall 
hear it more. If a few are to suffer, let those 
suffer who deserve it. 

Mr. President, | have taken more time than 
i meant to do on this question. I think my 
friend from Illinois is mistaken when he says 
that the public pulse is beating very high for 
amnesty. I know a great many men are going 
to sit silently by and aid him; but [think their 
own judgments condemn them for so doing. 
You will do it, of course, but what do we ask 
you to do at the same time? Why, to give 
these new-born citizens their equal rights. Are 
the South in earnest about this thing? If so, 
they need and require this law to protect them 
and to describe exactly the status of all. 

First, let us have the lesson that all men, 
and women too, are equal before the law. 
What does that mean? Does it mean that I 
am to be kicked from the cars because | am 
not blessed with a whiteskin. No, sir; it does 
not meu any such thing. Ifthese men read 
caretully, on the brow of every negro they will 
find the United States authority stamped for 
freedom, and if they will examine his uniform 
they will find that it is the uniform of a citizen 
of the United States. I want to come to that 


point. Then Il am as anxious to forgive as 
they. I harbor no malice; but, sir, 1 would 
roLec 1is Government against a future 

tect this ( t ag futur 


rebellion. Ido not know how long it will be, 
and I trust it will be a good while before you 
see bills introduced to pay men for what they 
suffered while under this ban until this 
amnesty billis passed. That it will be done 
I have no doubt, but not by me. I undertake 
to say that that man is recreant almost to his 
duty who does not seize upon this, the first 
good opportunity to make this matter a little 
We give you amnesty; you give 
what you ought never to have withheld, a full 
communion upon the broad ground of equal 
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appears {o me that the time of peace will 
have arrived. It seems to me that until that 
is done peace is imperfect, for I think it is 
trifling with the slave to make him free in name 
to be degraded through life. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Mr. President, the 
Senator from Nevada made use of an expres- 
sion which seemed to be legitimate as coming 
from one of the Nye family, with reference to 
unfair dealing—dealing the cards from under 
the bottom. Sir, 1 play cards sometimes, and 
[ always deal from the top. ‘This motion on 
my part was made in good faith. I propose to 
leave it to the voice of the Senate to say 
whether they prefer the bill lately passed by 
the House of Kepresentatives or the one now 
under consideration. 

I wish it distinctly understood that I have 
gone as farasthe farthest in defense of the 
rights of the colored man. I have braved pub 
lic opinion in that matter. [live ina town the 
yopulation of which is about ten thousand. 
Serle the election canvass of 1868 not more 
than fifty white men in that town would speak 
to me on account of my advocacy of the recon- 
struction acts. I braved it all, and I am here 
now the representative of the people of South 
Carolina, the colored people and the white 
people. I propose to vote for the bill of the 
Senator from Massachusetts when it is prop 
erly presented, and by itself; but 1 cannot see 
the justice of that honorable Senator jeopard- 
izing his bill by a motion to attach it to this 
bill. 1 am unwilling to vote for it as an 
amendment to this bill, or to jeopardize its 
passage by attaching it to a measure which 
requires a two-thirds vote for its passage. 

A good deal has been said about the mem 
bers of conventions that adopted seceasion 
ordinances. Itis true the members of those 
conventions voted for the ordinances of seces- 
sion, but they were merely the representatives 
of the people. ‘They were sent there by the 
people to vote for secession. Those people 
were stirred up by their leaders, and those 
leaders in a great measure were the men who 
left the Halis of this Capitol to engege in 
rebellion. By the passage either of the bill 
now before the Senate or of the one which I 
seek to bring up the men who left Congress 
at that time are excepted from the benefits of 
the amnesty. But, sir, if it is the voice of the 
Senate that the members of the conventions 
shall be excluded from the benefits of amnesty, 
I shall readily acquiesce in it. I hope the 
friends of amnesty will vote for my motion 
that the bill last passed by the House of Kep- 
resentatives be taken up. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, [ am not 
accustomed to attempt impossibilities. [ft 
would be unwise in one who has far more abil 
ity than I have, and it certainly would be very 
foolish in me to attempt to do an impossibility, 
and therefore I would never attempt to make 
the Senator from Nevada understand a con- 
stitutional argument. [Laughter.] Thatisa 
thing that would be perfectly hopeless. The 
Senator has but one answer to any constitu- 
tional objection. I have heard it again and 
again since I have been in the Senate. It 
is simply to tell the Senate that he has heard 
other measures opposed on the ground that 
they were unconstitutional, but that the objec: 
tion was overruled, and ergo every objection 
that is made on the ground of unconstitution 
ality ought to be overruled likewise. 

lf the Senator had been here long enough 
ago he might have heard objections made to 
the constitutionality of the fugitive slave law 
bill and which were overruled, and his argu 
ment would have been just asstrong afterward 
when a constitutional objection was interposed 
to the passage of a bill. ‘* Why, was 1 not 
said that the fugitive slave law bill was uncon- 
stitutional, and did not the Senate overrule 
the objection, and therefore the Senate ought 
to overrule the objection to this biil?’’ and so 
it is to the end of the chapter. That is the 


Then, sir, it || kind of constitutional reasoning we have! 
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tional argument is only a subject of ridicule. 
They do not regard the Constitution of this 
country as anything but a subject of ridicule. 
They have no love for it, no reverence for it; 
I will not say they have no respect for it; I 
will not say that they never do obey it in any- 
thing; but wherever it stands in their way it 
falls before them as a matter of no earthly con- 
sequence, of no earthly consideration. And 
therefore it is very easy for them to get up and 
say, ‘* We are tired of hearing of the Constitu- 
tion.’’ JT have no doubt there are some Sena- 
tors who are tired of hearing of the Constitu- 
tion, and who will continue to be tired of it 
just so long as there is any Constitution to 
talk about { for one am not tired of it. I 
for one believe that a constitution is essential 
to the existence of free government. ‘There 
has not been one day for the lasttwo handred 
years in America that the people did not have 
Q written constitution. Why, sic, before the 
Union existed, in the old Colonies there were 
what were equivalent or tantamount to writ- 
ten constitutions. ‘The idea of a written con- 
stitution, one which shall place limitations upon 
the powers of the government, is an idea as 
old as the settlement of America. ‘The old 
royal charters were in the nature of constitu- 
tions, and placed limits upon the powers of 
government, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not as against the rights 
of the people, but quite the reverse. 

Mr. fHURMAN. 
I said, upon the power of the Government. 
They were in the nature of constitutions which 
had to be observed. Lut the settlers were 
hardly warm in their seats on the James river 


in 1620 and odd when they solemuly declared | 


inthe Legislature of thatinfant Commonwealth 
that they had a right to make laws and to 
frame a constitution for their government, and 
they did it; and from the time the first perma- 
nent settlement was made bythe Anglo-Saxon 
race on this continent down to this day the 


people of the United States have thought that 
a written Constitution which plaeed limitations | 


upon the powers of government was essential 
to the existence of liberty and to the safety 
of the people. But in these latter days it has 
got to be the vogue to laugh at constitutions 
and ridicule constitutions, and to attempt to 
heap ridicule upon any one who maintains 
that a constitution deserves to be obeyed. 
Well, sir, I, for one, am notto be deterred by 


‘ .* . . | 
any such ridicule, and when my mind is clearly | 


made up that a measure is unconstitutional | 
shuli not cease to Oppose it,no matter how 
oe that measure may be, and no matter 


10w much denunciation or ridicule my oppo- | 


sition may subject me to. 

Now, sir, not for the benefit of my friend 
from Nevada at all, for I despair of him, but 
for the benefit of some others who are not 
impervious to a constitutional argument, 
allow me, even at this late hour, to call the 
attention of the Senate to some of the fea- 
tures of this billof the Senator from Massa- 
chusetis, and some reasons why it is uncon- 
stitutional. 

Under what clause of the Constitution, pray, 
is this bill of the Senator from Massachusetts 
brought forward? 
teenth amendment. I donot suppose it is under 
the Declaration of Independence, although 
that, it seems, is above the Constitution in the 
minds of some. 
enum. Ithink you, Mr. President, (Mr. Car- 
PENTER in the chair,) exploded that once. It 


the Declaration of Independence, butitis under 


the fourteenth article of amendments to the || 


Constitution. 


Now, what is it that this bill assumes to reg- | 


ulate? The privileges of American citizens. 
That is the thing. It is the privileges of 
American citizens. 


| States ; 


They placed limitations, | 


| government, or it is no law at all. 
either a law recoguized as the law of the State, 


Of course under the four- | 


It is not under e pluribus || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


: \ i : 
But I know very well, Mr. President, that || created or regulated by law, the privilege of || or enforced to deprive them of the priv 
with some gentlemen anything like a constitu- || every citizen to go into such a place and to 


enjoy whatever is there to be enjoyed. That 
is the proposition. Whatever is created orreg- 
ulated by law is a matter in which every citizen 
has equal privileges. ‘Therefore all citizens 


_ have an equal privilege to go into a hotel and 

abide there; all have an equal privilege to go | 
into a theater and to witness the performance, | 
| Now, what do you say? Has South Caroling 
| made or enforced any law that abridges ' 


to go into a church if it is an incorporated 


| church, and nearly all churches are, and to be 


seated there; to be buried in any cemetery if 
it belongs to an incorporated association, and 
most of the cemeteries do; and so on to the 
end of the chapter. 


fourteenth amendment. 

Now, I want Senators to bear in mind the 
language of that amendment that I shall pres- 
ently call their attention more particularly to. 
The difference between privilege and protec- 
tion is clearly recognized in this censtitutional 
amendment. It is privileges that we are deal- 
ing with now; it is not with protection. This 


| isa bill to secure to every one equal privileges, 
| not equal protection against injury or wrong 


or outrage or violence. It is not to secure 
either lite or liberty or property, because a 


| man’s life does not depend on whether he can 


go into a theater or not; his liberty does not 
depend on whether he can go into a theater or 
not; his property does not depend on whether 
he can go into a theater or not. 

It is not life, or liberty, or property, then, 


| that we are called upon by this bill to protect. 


It is not the protection of either of them, but 
it is the privileges which it is said belong to a 
cit'zen of the United States that this bill is 
designed to protect and enforce. Now, what 


| says the constitutional amendment under which 


alone you can claim any power to pass any 
such bill? It is as plain as the spectacles on 
my nose: 

“No State shall make or enforce any law which 
shall abridgethe privileges or immunities of citizens 
of the United States.’’ 

No State shall make the law or enforce the 
law. Well, sir, the law must be made either 
by the Federal Government or by the State 
It must be 


and therefore impliedly made by it, or ex- 
pressly made by it through its legislative body, 


'| orit must be a lawof the Federal Government; 


otherwise, itis no law atall. Now, the Con- 
stitution says that no State shall make or 


enforce any law which shall abridge the priv- || 


ileges or immunities of the citizen. 
What does this bill say? This bill saystoa 
Louisianian, ‘Although your State has made 


|| a law that negro men shall have equal privi- 


leges in theaters, churches, and places of pub- 
lic resort with the white men in your State ; 


| although you punish any one who shall deprive 
| them of that privilege or immunity, or refuse 


it to them; although your State has made no 
law to deprive them of any such privilege or 


law to deprive them of such privileges and im- 


| munities; although just the contrary is the 


truth ; although your State through its Legis- 
lature, through its jadiciary, throughits Exec- 
utive, is enforcing the law to secure privileges 
and immunities to every man, irrespective of 


and take from your State courts the jurisdic- 


associations, from schools, from theaters, from 
everything that belongs to the law there— 


we will step in and take away all these char- | 
ters and punish with fine and imprisonment | 
| these people who are already subject to the | 
Whatarethese privileges? || law of Louisiana, and in respect to whose | 


/or immunities that belong to them 


| sir; just the reverse is the truth. And yet 


These are privileges, it is || 
said, that belong to the citizen of the United | 
that are guarantied to him by the 
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ileges 


belong to all other men.’’ OF has 

Take the case of South Carolina. My friend 
{[Mr. Sawyer] has said this morning that 
under the Jaw of South Carolina a railroad 
company can make no discrimination between 
white and black passengers. I suppose it jg 
the same in hotels too, and the same in schools 


4 5 iat . : oe any 
citizen in his privileges or immunities? No, 
’ 


! the 
Senator from Massachusetts proposes to go 
down into South Carolina, take away these 
cases from the jurisdiction of the State courte 
transfer them all into the Federal courts, for. 
feit State charters, interfere with State rules 
interfere with the worship of religion in 
churches, interfere with everything—in a word, 
while the State itself has not deprived a single 
citizen, white or black, of any privilege oy 
immunity that belongsto him. And yet it js 
said that this bill is constitutional under an 
amendment to the Constitution which only 
gives you authority to act where the State has 
made or enforced a law that deprived a citizen 
of his privileges or immunities, which gives 
you no right to act unless the State has made 
or enforced such a law as that! Undera(Con- 
stitution which says that until the Stato has 
made or enforced such a law you the Con- 
gress of the United States have no power at 
all, the Senator from Massachusetts wipes it 
all away and says that he will go down thera 
with this bill of his, a supplementary civil 
rights bill, and assume the whole protection 
of all the privileges and immunities that belong 
to every man in that State! 

Well, sir, what more does the fourteenth 
amendment say? 

“Nor shall any State deprive any person of life, 
liberty, or property without due process of law.” 

Of course that clause gives no sanction to 
this bill. This bill cannot fall under that, for, 
in the first place, no State has deprived any 


1 


| person of life, liberty, or property without due 


process of law. But the privilege and immun- 
nity here spoken of are neither life, liberty, nor 
property, as I have already stated. ‘Then what 
is the last clause? 


“Nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction 
the equal protection of the laws.’”’ 


That, taken in connection with the first 
clause which relates to privileges and immun- 
ities, shows that what is there meant by ‘the 
equal protection of the laws’’ is that each per- 
son shall be entitled to that protection which 
the law affords for his life, liberty, and prop- 
erty to the other citizens in the State; and that 


is all of that. 


With all the tautology of this amendment to 
the Constitution you find what is very clear. that 


/it speaks of ‘‘privileges and immunities’’ as 


one thing; it speaks of ‘*life, liberty, and 
property’’ in another sentence; and it speaks 
of the ‘‘ protection of the laws’’ as not a privi- 


lege or immunity, but as another right that 
immunity; although your courts enforce no || 


belongs to a citizen. But this bill is only to 
secure privileges and immunities, and in re- 


| spect to them the Constitution is plain that no 


State shall make or enforce any law to deprive 
any citizen of them, and it is equally clear that 
you have no right to interfere until the State 


| has made or enforced such a law. 
color, race, condition, or previous servitude in || 
in all the limits of Louisiana, yet we step in | 


I say, then, without going further into this 
matter, although the subject is by no means 


| exhausted, that to my mind nothing is clearer 
| tion over this subject and take it all into the | 
I | Federal courts, and punish men even to the for- 
is not, then, under ¢ pluribus unum, or under || feiture of charter, even to the taking away of || 


their charters from churches, from cemetery || 


than that this bill is a plain usurpation of power 
that does not belong to Congress at all, and if 
S0, nO matter what may be the merits of the 
general subject, that is a sufficient reason with 


| me for voting against it. 


Mr. President, I want, before I close, to 
notice one remark of the Senator from Nevada 
that did very great injustice tothe absent Sen- 
ator from Mississippi, [Mr. ALcory.] He 
alluded to the remark made by the Senator 


The privilege to go into all places that are || negroes not one sing!s law has been passed |! from Mississippi, that if amnesty had not been 
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ranted to bim until he asked for it it never || ALBERT If. DANIELS. a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
would have been granted, and the Senator | fr BELL introduced a bill (AH. R. No, || mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 


printed. 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT SYRACUSE. 
Mr. DUELL also ivtroduced a bill (H. R. 
| No. 1089) to authorize the erection of a Gov- 
ernment building at Syracuse, New York, and 
appropriating $250,000 forthat purpose; which 
was read a firstand second time, referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
| and ordered to be printed. 
BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. DUELL also introdaced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1090) to amend the bankrupt law and to 
reduce the expenses of proceedings there- 
under; which was read afirstand second time, 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 














fom Nevada spoke of that as a defiant re- || 1079) for the relief of Albert H. Daniels, sur- 
mark. He spoke of that as a remark which | viving partner of the late firm of Daniels & 
showed that the Senator trom Mississippi had || Go, ; which was read a first and second time, 
no gratitude for amnesty granted. He spoke || referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
of itas a scoroful remark. The truth of the || ordered to be printed. 
matter is, that the spirit of that remark, as | || ‘sahietia thes “niche 
think every other Senator than the Senator | Sa Seen . 
(rom Nevada appreciated it, was one that did Mr. POLAND introduced a joint resolation 
the highest honor to the Senator from Missis- (H. R. No. 86) amendatory of joint resolution 
inn, What was he speaking of, and what did passed July 7, 1870; which was read a first 
mean by saying that if he had not been and second time, referred to the Committee on 
smnestied until he asked for it he would be Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
without amnesty es nae re are | AMERICAN FISIERIES. 
jained, that in his judgment a man who ha : rep Ww ek Ce 
— eta Pach ver. i ought to stand with Mr. BU‘ LER, of Mas sachusetts, introduc ed 
been a lead eens tm % h a bill (H. R. No. 1080) to promote and sustain 
the rest Of these WRU NEnE dea’ ee ett | American fisheries under the treaty of Wash- 
platform, and not get any advantage; that the ington; which was read a first and second time, | 
came fate which was meted out to them should Relmiahdn ihe Cademstinbh ner Ciena Atkaen | Pa 
‘ : : p eferre ) eign Affairs, || ILOME INDUSTRY. 
be meted out to him, and that no special excep- || and ordered to be printed 1] cae ; 
tion ought to be made in his favor. W hat the || 7 | ; Mr. M ERRIAM introduced a bill (H. R. 
Senator from Mississippi was contending for || BRIDGE OVER THE OIL10. No. 1092) for the protection of home indus- 
was in fact this: that no special amnesty bills || Mr. BANKS introduceda joint resolution(H. || try; Which was read a first and second time, 
ought to have been passed at all, but that there || R. No. 87) authorizing the building of a rail- || referred to the Committee of Ways and 
ought to have been one general amnesty for || road bridge over the Qhio river at Cincinnati, || Means, and ordered to be printed. 
all, or else no amnesty for any, and that what || Ohio; which was read a first and second time, UNITED STATES COURTS IN NEW YQRK. 
je would have been willing to do was to stand || referred to the Committee on Commerce, and Mr. GOODRICH ; . , 
with the rest of his countrymen; if they were || ordered to be printed. Mr. GOODRICH introduced a bill (H. R. 
amnestied, he to be amnestied ; if they remained 
Jistranchised, he toremain disfranchised. In 
other words, he would seek no better fate for 
himself than for the soldiers who had followed 
him in the battle-field; and there was not a 
man but the Senator from Nevada who heard 
that remark who did not honor him for the 
sentiment 
Mr. President, I have nothing more to say | 
on this subject. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask the Senator 
from Ohio a question just there ? 
Mr. THURMAN. Certainly. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask the Senator whether 
in his opinion there are not degrees of guilt in 
treason against the Government which would 
justify granting amnesty to one person on a 
particular occasion and not to another? 
Mr. THURMAN. I think there are. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well; then what 
becomes of the argument about the Senator 
from Mississippi ? 
Mr. THURMAN. This becomes of the 
argument, that that Senator may have felt that 
he was not of those categories that ought to be 
more favorably dealt with than others ; andif 
I had been, as he was, J believe, a general in 
the confederate service, I would tell you as he 
did, that until you amnestied my soldiers you 
would not have amnestied me. 
Mr. RAMSEY. Imove thatthe Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 
Mr. RICE. I move that the Senate donow 
adjourn. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena- 
tor from Arkansas moves thatthe Senate do 
now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and (at four 
o'clock and thirty-two minutes p. m.) the 
Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 22, 1872. 
The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier, D. D. 


The Journal of Friday last was read and 
approved, 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the 
first business in order will be the call of the 
States and Territories, beginning with the State 
of Maine, for the introduction of bills and joint 
resolutions for reference to their appropriate 
committees, and not to be brought back by 
motions to reconsi¢er. Under this call memo- 
rials and resolutions of State and territorial 
Legislatures are in order. ‘The morning hour 
now begins, at ten minutes past twelve o’clock. 
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and second time, referred to the Committee on || 


INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPIL COMPANY. 


Mr. BANKS also introduced bill (H. R. No. 
1081) to incorporate the Southern International | 
Telegraph Company; which was read a first | 


Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
STEAM SLOOPS-OF-WAR, 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 1082) to authorize the con- | 
struction of ten steam sloops-of-war; which | 
was read a first and second time, referred to | 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 


REFORM SCUOOL, DISTRICT OF COLL MBIA, 


Mr. STARK WEATHER introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1083) relating to the reform school 
of the District of Columbia; which was reada 
first and second time, referred to the Commit- | 
tee for the District of Columbia, and ordered 
to be printed. 


BALTIMORE AND POTOMAC RAILROAD. 


Mr. STARKWEATHER also introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1084) to confirm the action of | 
the authorities of the District of Columbia | 
in designating a depot site for the Baltimore 
and Potomac Railroad Company; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed. 

REPEAL OF INCOME TAX, 

Mr. KELLOGG introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1085) to repeal the income tax; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. \| 

CALEB CORVING. 


Mr. LAMPORT introduced a bill (H. R. || 
No. 1086) granting a pension to Caleb Corving, 
a soldier of the war of 1812; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions and War of | 
1812, and ordered to be printed. 


DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


Mr. COX introduced a bill (H.R. No. 1087) 5; 
to declare the meaning and intention of the 
eighth section of the act to increase the duties 
on imports of June 30, 1864; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SEIZURES FOR CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


Mr. DUELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. || 
1088) to regulate seizures for the violation of | 
the laws of the United States relating to cus- | 


toms, and for other purposes ; which was read || 





No. 1093) to fix the times and places for hold- 
ing the circuit and district courts of the Uni- 
ted States, for the northern district of New 
York; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

CITARLES A. WAGNER. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1094) for the relief of 
Charles A. Wagner; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 


of Claims, and, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, ordered to be printed. 
CHARLES EDWARDS, 

Mr. HARMER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1095) forthe relief of Charles Edwards; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

HOMESTEAD LAW. 


Mr. NEGLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1096) to amend an act entitled ‘An act to 
secure homesteads to actual settlers on the 
public domain,’’ approved May 20, 1862; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 


| ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
' and ordered to be printed. 


NAVAL CONSTRUCTION. 


Mr. NEGLEY also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1097) authorizing the Secretary of the 


| Navy to dispose of vessels, machinery, ord- 


nance and other materials, now at the navy 


| yards and naval stations, which may be sold 


without detriment to the public service, and 
appropriating the proceeds thereof to the con 
struction and equipment of other vessels ; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


CHARLES HEATON. 


Mr. STORM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1098) to pay Charles Heaton, inventor of de- 


| fensive armor forships; which was read a first 


and second time, referred to the Committee 
of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION, 

Mr. STORM also introduced a joint resolu 
tion (H. KR. No. 81) relating to international 
arbitration ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Toreign 


| Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


SPECIE PAYMENTS. 

Mr. SHERWOOD introduced a bill (H. Kt. 
No. 1099) to provide for the resumption of 
specie payments. and for the reduction of the 
public debt; which was read a first and second 
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| 
time, referred to the Commiitee of Ways and | 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 


REMOVAL OF CAUSES. | 


Mr. SHERWOOD also introduced a bill (H. | 
R. No. 1100) relating to removal of causes 
from the State to the United States courts; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Revision of 
the Laws, and ordered to be printed. 

| 
| 


DONATLON OF CONDEMNED CANNON. 


Mr. McCLELLAND introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1001) authorizing the Secretary of War 
to deliver to the president of the Washington 
County, Pennsylvania, Monument Association 
four condemned cannon and sixteen cannon 
balls; which was read afirst and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, | 
and ordered to be printed, 


FRANCIS V. GREENE. 


Mr. L. MYERS introduced a joint resolu- | 
tion (H. KR. No. 78) authorizing the appoint- 
ment of acting Passed Assistant Surgeon I'ran- 
cis V. Greene as passed assistant surgeon in 
the Navy; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Naval || 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. || 


LOUISA BRENSTADT, 


Mr. L. MYERS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1101) granting a pension to Louisa Bren- | 
stadt, mother of Louis Brenstadt, late a pri- 
vate in company J, seventeenth Missouri vol- 
unteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


HARBOR OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, 
Mr. SWANN introduced a bill (H. R. No. |} 


1102) for the improvement of the harbor of 
Baltimore, Maryland, and to increase the || 
custom-house and revenue accommodations ||} 
of said city ; which was read a first and second } 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, | 
and ordered to be printed. 
JOUN KR, IOLLAND. } 
—— ‘ . . 1] 
Mr. PORTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 
1108) for the relief of John R. Holland; || 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 
REMOVAL OF CAUSES, ETC. 


Mr. PORTER also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 1104) for the removal of civil and criminal || 
causes from certain State courts to the Federal || 
courts, and the commencement of such causes | 
therein, to enforee the provisions of the four- | 
teenth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, and for other purposes ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered | 
to be printed. 


| 
| 
| 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. PORTER also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1105) for the removal of all disabilities 
imposed by the third section of the fourteenth 
article of amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 





WILMINGTON AND MANCHESTER RAILROAD. 


Mr. WADDELL introduced a bill (H. R. | 
No. 1106) to pay the Wilmington and Manches 
ter Nailroad Company for carrying the United 
States mails; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 


BRYAN TYSON. 


Mr. COBB introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 
1107) for the relief of Bryan Tyson, to indem- || 
nify him for moneys paid as a deficit for cer- || 
tain mail service; which was read a first and || 
second time, and referred to the Committee of 


Claims. i] 
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| Committee on Patents, and ordered to be 


| to water communication between the Atlantic 


| 1112) for the relief of the heirs of Henry Fulen- 


| wider ; which was read a first and second time, 
| War; which was read a first and second time, 


|| referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
‘| and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


| referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 


| No. 1115) for the relief of the Methodist Epis- 


| read afirstand second time, referred to the Com- 
| 
‘| and depot at Baton Rouge, in the State of | 
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GEORGE W. MORSE. | which was read a first and second time, referres 


Mr. WALLACE introduced a bill (H. R. 1 2 1s — on Commerce, and Ordered 
No. 1108) for the relief of George W. Morse ; | 0 be printed. . , 

which was read a first and second time, with || _ Mr. DARRALL alsointroduced a bill (i, p 
the accompanying petition referred to the 


| 
| 
| 


removal of obstructions to navigation at tj, 


No. 1119) making an appropriation fo; the 
printed. gry ae ree river and the mouth 
SUPERVISORS OF ELECTIONS. of Atchatalaya bay, Louisiana; which wa, 
oe eee read a first and second time, referred to the 
g Mr. W HI rELEY introduced a bill (H. R. Committee on Commerce, and ordered to he 
No. 1109) to provide for supervisors of elec- || printed. ; 
tions in certain cases, and for other purposes; , ad , fly 
which was read a first and second time, referred CHIEF re orn DEPARTMENT. 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and Mr. MONROE introduced a bill (H. p 
| ordered to be printed. No. 1120) to increase the compensation of th 
PRESERVATION OF BALLOTS, ETC. chief clerk of the Department of State; which 
rexeeest ew : : was read a first and second time, referred 
Mr. WHITELEY also introduced a bill (H. || the Committee on Appropriations, and i 
Rt. No. 1110) to preserve the ballots cast at and || to be printed. 
all papers connected with elections held for siinlenelaenen eteahetinain tates 
Representatives and Delegates to Congress,and . é, NG ABROAD. 
| for other purposes; which was read a first Mr. MONROE also introduced a bill (H, p. 
/and second time, referred to the Committee || No. 1121) to grant a pecuniary allowance jy 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. || the families of diplomatic and consular officers 
WATER COMMUNICATION. who meer ‘ een eee — a first and 
i . second time, referred to the Committee 9, 
Mr. PRICE presented a memorial of the on oe 


Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 
CANNON FOR SOLDIERS” MONUMENTS. 


Mr. FOSTER, of Ohio, introduced a join, 
resolution (H. R. No. 79) donating four bronze 
or brass guns for the Hancock County, Ohio, 
Monumental Association; which was read , 
first and second time, referred to the Commit. 
tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. AMBLER introduced a bill (H. R. No, 
1122) granting condemned cannon to the Jef 
ferson County Monumental Association ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and orderei 
to be printed. 


JAMES F. STUART AND CHARLES PATTON. 


ihe Congress of the United States, relative 





and the Mississippi; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA. 


Mr. BUCKLEY introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1111) to provide for a building suited to 
the use of the post office, land and revenue 
officers, and the judicial officers of the Uni- 
ted States, in the city of Montgomery, Ala- 
bama; which was read a first and second time, | 


General Assembly of the State of Georgia to 


HENRY FULENWIDER. 
Mr. TURNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. || |, Mr. AMBLER also introduced a bill (i. 
Rk. No. 1123) granting certain public lands to 
James F. Stuart and Charles Patton ; which 
‘was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 


INDEMNITY TO KENTUCKY, ETC. 


Mr. McHENRY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1124) to indemnify the State of Kentucky and 
other States for expenses incurred by them in 
defense of the United States; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Cou: 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 

Mr. McHENRY also introduced a Dill (Il. 
R. No. 1125) to remove the disabilities im- 
posed by the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution on A. F. Lish and three other 


of Kentucky; which was read a first 


referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF TENNESSEE RIVER. 

Mr. SLOSS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1113) for the improvement of the Tennessee 
river under the direction of the Secretary of 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


CYPRESS LODGE OF MASONS. 


Mr. SLOSS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1114) for the relief of Cypress Lodge of 
I’ree and Accepted Masons, at Florence, Ala- 
bama; which was read a first and second time, 


and ordered to be printed. 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


1 1 ti referred to the Commiitee 
Mr. SLOSS also introduced a bill (H. R. || On the Judiciary, and ordered to be p: 


on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
PUBLIC BUILDING, PADUCAIL. 


Mr. CROSSLAND introduced a bill (H. 2. 
No. 1126) making an appropriation for tle 
erection of court-house and post office in the 
city of Paducah, Kentucky; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and 
ordered to be printed. 


ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAWS. 


Mr. VAUGHAN introduced a bill (f. 8. 
No. 1127) to better secure the enforcement 0! 
the laws of the United States; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 

| printed. 


copal church at Decatur, Alabama; which was 


mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
ITARLOW J. PHELPS AND COMPANY. 


Mr. SHELDON introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1116) for the relief of Harlow J. Phelps 
& Co.; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 


NAVY-YARD AT BATON ROUGE, 
Mr. DARRALL introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1117) to establish a permanent navy-yard 


Louisiana; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Naval 


SUSAN L. GALLOWAY. 


Affairs, and ordered to be printed. | Mr. PACKARD introduced a bill (H. 2 
: Mr. introduced a bi th 

ERTEREAL IMPROVENENDS. | No. 1128) for the relief of Susan L. Gallo- 

Mr. DARRALL also introduceda bill (H. R. \ way; which was read a first and second time, 


No. 1118) to facilitate the execution of and to || referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
protect certain public works of improvement; |) and ordered to be printed. 
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WILLIAM P. CALVERT. 
Mr VOORHEES introduced a bill (a. R. 
No 1129) granting a pension to William P. 


Calvert, of Indiana, late a private in the twenty- 


é-et []linois volunteers ; which was read a first | 


au 


apers, tO the Committee on Military Affairs, 
ne ordered to be printed. 
PURCHASE OF SITES FOR FORTS. 


Mr, COBURN introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1130) to provide for the purchase by the 
Secretary of War of lands for the United 
States in the State of Texas for the sites of 
forts and military posts ; which was read a 
second time, referred to the Com- 


‘rst and 
. and ordered to be 


mittee on Military Affairs, 
printed. 
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ARMY PRISON. 

Mr. COBURN also introduced a bill (H. R. 
Ny. 1131) to provide for the establishment of 
a prison for the Army of the United States, 
and for its government; which was read a 
frat and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

REPEAL OF LAND-GRANTS. 

Mr. SHANKS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1132) repealing acts and parts of acts granting 
lands and certain privileges in the Indian 
territory to railroad companies; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 


PAYMENT OF SOUTHERN MAIL CONTRACTORS, 


Mr. NIBLACK introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1133) making an appropriation to pay 
certain mail contractors in the States lately in 
rebellion, for services tendered prior to May 
31, 1861; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Apipro- 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE OHIO RIVER. 


Mr. NIBLACK also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1184) making an appropriation to 
improve the Ohio river; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF WABASH RIVER. 


Mr. NIBLACK also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1185) making an appropriation for the 
improvement of the Wabash river; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed, 


TRUE CONSTRUCTION OF A STATUTE. 


Mr. WILSON, of Indiana, introduced a joint 
resolution (H. R. No. 80) declaring the true 
construction of a statute ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


CONFIRMATION OF LAND TITLES, 


Mr. WILSON, of Indiana also introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1186) to confirm the title in the 
State of Indiana to the lands known as the 
ved of Beaver lake, in Newton county, in said 
State ; which was read a first andsecond time, 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


WESLEY M: GERARD AND DAVID M. GERARD. 


Mr. MANSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1137) granting a pension to Wesley M. Gerard 
and David M. Gerard, minor children of Wil- 
liam F. Gerard; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ACTUAL SETTLERS. 


Mr. HAWLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1188) to secure the public lands to actual set- 
tlers; which was read a first and oe 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 
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TARIFF. | (H. R. No. 1149) to authorize the commis- 
Mr. BURCHARD introduced a bill (H. R. || Sioners of claims to appoint special commis- 
No. 1189) to reduce the duties on imports and || Stoners to take testimony, and for other pur 


poses ; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee of 
ordered to be printed, 


equalize their burdens ; which was read a firs! 
and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed, 


Claims, and 


DISTRIBUTION OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYES. 


Mr. HAY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1140) 
to distribute the number and rank of Govern- 
ment employés among the several congres 
sional districts and ‘Territories; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Reorganization of the Civil 
Service, and ordered to be printed. 

CAPTURE OF FRANK A. SALTERS. 


Mr. PARKER, of Missouri, introduceda bill | 
(H. R. No. 1141) providing for the payment 
of $300 to J. H. Logan and D. J. McCoy for | 
the expense of and as a reward for the cap- 
ture of Frank A. Salters, an escaped convict ; 
which was reada first and second time, referred | 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be | 
printed, | the port of Galveston, Texas, and for other 

AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION. | purposes; which was read a first and second 

Mr. PARKER, of Missouri, also introduced || time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

a joint resolution (H. R. No. 81) to amend the | and ordered to be printed. 

Constitution of the United States so that mem- QUARANTINE. 

bers of the Senate and House of Representa- || Mr, CLARKE, of Texas, also introduced a 
tives of the United States shall be ineligible to || joint resolution (H. R. No. 82) providing for 
the offices of President and Vice President of || 4 more effective system of quarantine on the 
the United States, while they are such mem- || southern and Gulf coasts; which was read a 
bers, and for two years thereafter ; which was || first and second time, referred to the Commit 
read a first and second time, referred to the || tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed, 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be || 

printed. 


ANDREW TEN BROOK. 


Mr. BLAiR, of Michigan, also introduced a 
bill (1. R. No. 1150) for the relief of Andrew 
‘Ten Brook, late consul at Munich: which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 

| Gommittee on loreign Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed, 
THOMAS WILSON. 


Mr. FOSTER, of Michigan, introduced a 
bill (Il. R. No. 1151) granting a pension to 
Thomas Wilson; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 


APPRAISER FOR GALVESTON. 
Mr. CLARKE, of Texas, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1152) to appoint an appraiser for 


CREDITORS OF TEXAS. 
Mr. CLARKE, of Texas, also introduced 


IARBOR OF ST. LOUIS. | aa uti ‘H.R. N ; li 
vie adi , ' | &@ joint resolution (MH. Wh. No. 53) extending 
Mr. WELLS introduced a bill (H. R. No. | the time within which the creditors of the late 


1142) making appropriation for the preserva- || republic of Texas may file their claims at the 
tion and improvement of the harbor of St. || Treasury Department; which was read a first 
Louis, in the State of Missouri, and of the |{ and second time, referred to the Committee 
Missouri river at its mouth; which was read a || on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
first and second time, referred to the Commit- 

tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


SOUTHWESTERN LAND COMPANY. 


Mr. WELLS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1143) to incorporate the Southwestern Land 
and Emigration Company; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Agriculture, and ordered to be printed. 

DAVID MOORE. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, introduced a bill 
(H.R. No. 1144) for the relief of David Moore ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred, 
with the accompanying papers, to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


FRONTIER DEFENSES OF TEXAS. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Texas, also introduced a 
joint resolution (H. R. No. 84) providing 
an appropriation for the reimbursement of 
expenditures made by the State of Texas 
in maintaining frontier defenses; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
| to be printed. 


RAILWAY AND STAGE FARES. 


Mr. CONNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

1153) regulating fares for passengers and 

| charges for extra baggage on all railways or 

stage lines carrying the United States mails ; 

which was read a first and second time, 

referred to the Committee on Railways and 
Canals, and ordered to be printed. 





EVAN JOHNSON. 

Mr. HAVENS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1145) to grant a pension to Evan Johnson; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred tothe Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

HILEY A. COOKSERY. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 1146) granting a pension to 
Hiley A. Cooksey; which was read a first and 
second time, referred, and with the accom- 

anying papers, to the Committee on Invalid | 
ensions. 
MISSOURI STATE MILITIA, 


Mr. FINKELNBURG introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1147) granting to officers of the Mis- 
souri State militia the three months’ extra 
pay; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

CONFIRMATION OF LAND ENTRIES. 


Mr. HANKS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


WIDOW, ETC., OF CAPTAIN MONTGOMERY. 


Mr. CONNER also presented joint resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of Texas, 
| asking the Congress of the United States to 
pass an act granting a pension to the widow 
and minor children of Captain William W. 
| Montgomery; which were referred to the 
|| Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 
| AMENDMENT OF AN ACT. 
Mr. HANCOCK introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1154) to amend the second section of an 
| act approved August 30,1852; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF THY WAR OF 18)12 
Mr. HERNDON intreduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1155) to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act 
1148) to confirm certain entries of land therein || ST@n4ng pensions to certain soldiers and sail: 
named ; which was read a first and second time, || OFS of the war of 1812, and to the widows 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, || deceased soldiers,’ approved Tebruary 4, 
and ordered to be printed. || 1817; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
COMMISSIONERS OF CLAIMS. 


Pensions and War of 1812, and ordered to be 
Mr. BLAIR, of Michigan, introduced a bill | printed, 
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SURVEY OF TEXAS RIVERS, 
Mr. HERNDON also introduced a bill (H. 
It. No. 1156) appropriating money for the sur- 
vey and improvement of the navigation of the 
Sabine Pass, und the rivers Sabine, Nueces, 
Angelina, and Trinity, in.the State of Texas; 
which was read a frst and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed, 
ESTATE WAR EXPENSES. 

Mr. PALMER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1157) making appropriation to indemnify cer- 
tain States for expenses incurred in defense of 
the United States; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


UTAIL AND NORTILERN RAILROAD COMPANY, 


Mr. PALMER also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1158) granting the right of way through 
the public lands to the Utah and Northern 
Railroad Company ; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

JESSE OLDER. 

Mr. DONNAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1159) for the relief of Jesse Older, a surviving 
the war of 1812; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Com- 
inittee on Revolutionary Pensions and War of 
1S12, and ordered to be printed. 


soldier of 


EXTENSION OF LAND-GRANT, 

Mr. RUSK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1160) to extend the time to the State of W is- 
consin to complete the road from Lake St. 
Croix to Lake Superior; which was read a 


first and second time, referred to the Com 
mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed, 


HARBOR OF KENOSILA, WISCONSIN. 

Mr. MITCHELL introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1161) making an appropriation to aid in 
completing the harbor at Kenosha, in the 
State of Wisconsin; which was read a first and 

econd time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
GEORGE J. ST. LOUIS. 

Mr. SAWYER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1162) granting a pension to GeorgeJ. St. Louis, 
private in company A, thirty-third Illinois 
volunteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


SURVEY OF PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS, 
Mr. HOUGHTON introduced a bill (H. 
Rt. No. 1163) to expedite the survey of private 


land claims; which was read afirst and second | 


time, referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
SUPPRESSION OF POLYGAMY. 

Mr. SARGENT introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 1164) to suppress polygamy, and to enable 
the people of Utah to form a constitution and 
State government; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to the Committee on the | 


‘lerritories, and ordered to be printed. 
MARINE HOSPITAL AT SAN FRANCISCO. 
Mr. SARGENT also introduced a bill (I. 


R. No. 1165) making an appropriation for the | 


erection of a marine hospital at San Francisco : 
which was read afirstand second time, referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT SAN FRANCISCO. 
Mr. SARGENT also introduced a bill (H. 
Rt. No. 1166) making an appropriation for the 


erection of a building on the vacant half of | 


the custom-house lot at San lrancisco ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


WINONA AND ST, PETERS RAILROAD, 


| 
i} 
' 











No. 1167) granting permission to the Winona 
and St. Peters Railroad Company to change 
the direction of that railroad; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 


SPRINGFIELD AND DAKOTA RAILROAD, 
Mr. DUNNELL also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1168) to aid in the construction of the 
Springfield and Dakota Central railroad ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred 


to the Committee on the Public Lands, and | 


ordered to be printed. 
IIELEN M. STANSBURY. 


Mr. AVERILL introduced a bill (HU. R. No. 
1169) for the relief of Helen M. Stansbury, 


‘| widow of Major Howard Stansbury, deceased ; 
| which was read a first and second time, and 


_referred to the Committee of Claims. 


FRANCISCO B, DE COSTER. 

Mr. AVERILL also introduced a bill (HI. 
Ik. No. 1170) for the relief of Francis B. de 
Coster, of Litchfield, Meeker county, Minne- 
sota; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

IMPORTATION OF MACIIINERY. 


Mr. SLATER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1171) to admit free of duty certain machinery 
imported from foreign countries; which was 


read a first and second time, referred to the 
| Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 


| to be printed. 


ABRAM Il. HERR. 


Mr. McGREW introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
il72) providing for the relief of Abram H. 
llerr; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed, 


SUTRO TUNNEL. 

Mr. KENDALL introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1173) to aid in the construction of the 
Sutro tunnel from the proceeds of the sale of 
mineral lands; which was read a first and 


| second time, referred to the Committee on 
| Mines and Mining, and ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY KESERVATIONS. 

Mr. GARFIELDE, of Washington, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1174) to amend an act 
entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the disposition 
of useless military reservations ;’’ which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

COLORADO RAILROADS. 
Mr. CHAFFEE introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 1175) granting right of way over the public 
domain and confirming corporate powers to 
certain railroad companies incorporated under 
the laws of the Territory of Colorado; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Territories, and ordered 
to be printed. 


BLACK HILLS PINE LANDS. 


Mr. ARMSTRONG introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1176) to provide for the purchase of 
the Black Hills pine lands from the Indian 
tribes in western Dakota; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Com- 


| mittee on the Territories, and ordered to be 


printed. 
TERRITORIAL PENITENTIARIES 
Mr. MERRITT introduced a bili (AH. R. 
No. 1177) transferring the control of certain 
territorial penitentiaries to the several Terri- 
tories in which the same are located; which 


was read a first and second time, referred to | 
the Committee on the Territories, and ordered | 


| to be printed. 


LARAMIE WATER AND DITCH COMPANY. 


Mr. JONES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1178) to grant the right of way to the Laramie 





} the Committee on the Territories, a1 
| to be printed. 
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in Albany county, Wyoming Territory ; wh, 
was read a first and second time, re 


| 
ferred {, 
ud ordereg 


JAIL IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


Mr. CHIPMAN introduced a joint resoly 
tion (H. R. No. 85) in relation to the jail for 
the District of Columbia; which was feed - 
first and second time, referred to the Comnit. 
tee for the District of Columbia, and order, 
to be printed. 


WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMEN?., 


Mr. CHIPMAN also introduced a jl (H 
R. No. 1179) appropriating $200,000 for th, 
completion of the Washington national moy, 
ument; which was read a first and second time 
referred to the Committee for the District ¢f 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. " 


RELIEF FROM IMPORT DUTIEs. 


The SPEAKER. The States and Territo. 
ries having now been called through for jij); 
and joint resolutions on leave, the next bys). 
ness in order during the morning hour ig the 
consideration of the bill introduced by the 
gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Haue,] and coy. 
ing over from the morning hour of Monday 
last as unfinished business, being the bill (ij, 
lt. No. 878) to relieve American-built steamers 
and vessels from import duties laid upon ma. 
terials and articles entering into their constrye. 
tion, repair, and use. The pending question 
is on the motion of the gentleman from Mas. 
sachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, ] to refer the bill to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and upon 
that question the gentleman from Maine [ Mr, 
HA er] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HALLE then resumed and concluded his 
remarks commenced last Monday. [See Ap- 
pendix. | 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman allow me 
just one moment? 

Mr. HALE. I cannot yield for any debate. 

Mr. COX. I would like to ask the gentle 
man from Maine how he facilitates the passage 
of this bill by a short speech every Monday 
which postpones action from week to week 
and threatens to delay the biil to the end of 
the session? If he is in real earnest in this 
matter, let us have a vote on the proposition 
he offers and on the amendment which I pro- 
pose. Lam for this bill; but I am for some- 
thing that will really revive shipping as well 
as allow ship-building, which will revive navi- 
gation as well as helpcommerce. Under per- 
mission of the gentleman from Muine, I asi 
for the reading of my amendment. 

Mr. HALE. One word in reply to the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Cox.] I think 
the House will bear me out in saying that | 
have certainly been very forbearing in regard 
to occupying its time. I prefer to have a vote 
rather than take up time by more speech-mak- 
ing. I understand the gentleman to be for my 
bill, bat he would like it better with his amend- 
ment. I should like ita great deal worse. 

The SPEAKER. Of course while the mo- 
tion to refer is pending no amendment can be 
entertained. ‘The Chair will explain the par- 
liamentary attitude of the bill. The motion 
of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means [Mr. Dawes] is to refer the bill to 
his committee. Ifthe previous question be 
called and seconded, the first question will be 
upon the reference of the bill. If it be referred, 
of course that ends the matter in the House 
for the present. If the bill be not referred, 
then the previous question will operate until 
the engrossment and third reading. 

Mr, COX. If the previous question is voted 
down can I not offer my amendment? 

The SPEAKER. Not while the motion to 
refer is pending. 

Mr. COX. 1 mean after the motion to refer 
has been disposed of. : 

TheSPEAKER. By that time the morning 
hour would probably be exhausted, and the 


ed 


Mr. DUNNELL introduced a Dill (I. R. |} Water and Ditch Company over public lands || previous question not operating, the bill would 
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secessatily go over. The amendment sent to 
the desk by the gentleman from New York 
‘Mr. Cox] will be read. 
‘The Clerk read as follows: 

\dd the following as a new section r 

“dnd be tt further ¢ nacted, That all ships of wood or 

: he used in the foreign trade, and purchased 
iron a “fuith for that purpose by citizens of the 
Vaited States, may be admitted duty free, and shall 
+ ai ilowed registry, the law of December 31, 1792, 
* all other laws to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, only one single 
word on this question of reference. The House 
nas decided, as between the Committee of 
Ways and Means and the Committee on Com- 
verce, that it should go to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. <A conference between the 
Committee on Ways and Means and the Com- 
mittee on Commerce has resulted in harmo- 
»jous action between those two committees. 
So, then, the question is whether this, the most 
important of all measures which can be brought 
hofore the House, shall be passed without the 
benefit of consideration by either of those com- 
mittees. It does seem to me that when we 
have before us such a question as this, of such 
vital importance, one deserving of most serious 
consideration by a committee of this House, 
when there has ceased to be any conflict be- 
tween the two committees, one on Commerce 


and the other of Ways and Means, because of | 


‘heir harmonious action and their desire to 
accomplish something ; I say it does seem to 
me that this House ought not to take any such 
action as is proposed by the gentleman from 
Maine. That is all I wish to say. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. 1 wish to say 
this: that this House has already, I think, by 
six distinct references, committed this identi- 
cal subject, one of the most important we will 








\| Thomas J. Speer, Sprague, Starkweather, Stevenson, 


|| Roderick R. Butler, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Coburn, 


have to manage at all in this Congress, to the | 
Committee on Commerce, and if there is a | 

a . . . | 
subject upon which a committee is wanted, | 


: is this one, and, as bas been already said, 
there is to beno want of barmony between the 
tion of the two Committees of Ways and 
Means and Commerce. 

Mr. BANKS. 

Mr. COX. I believe the gentleman from 
Maine y ields to me. 

Mr, HALE. I have not yielded to anybody 
et, aswe have very little of the morning hour 
left. 

Mr. BANKS. Let me have one word. <A 
ubjectof the same nature as that of the bill 
of the gentleman from Maine was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, that is, the 
revival of our shipping interests. It is my 
belief that no legislation can be had on this 
matter unless a conference or agreement be- 
tween the several committees which have this 
subject at heart, and which have jurisdiction 
over it, can take place, and some harmonious 
action arrived at between them. 


I hope the | 
gentleman from Maine will let it go tothe Com- | 


I ask leave to say one word. | 


inittee of Ways and Means if we cannot have | 


itgo to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. It 
belongs to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
because # concerns the revenue, and all ques- 
‘ions arismg out of the revenue, under the 
tules, belong to that committee. 

Mr. HALE. I demand the previous ques- 
tion, 

Mr. COX. I wish tosay a word against this 
reference toany committee. The people under- 
stand it, and Congress understands it. We 
have had this same question before us already, 
and are now prepared to vote upon it. 

Mr. HALE. [ demand the previous ques- 


uon, 
Mr. COX. The gentleman yields to me a 
moment. I wish to say one more word. 


Vhereas every nation can goand buy ships in 
Glasgow and other places, America is the only 
nation which has not that privilege. The only 
Way, as gentlemen will find, will be to grant 
the same privilege to our own citizens. A 
committee which traveled over this country, 
and by which this thing was thoroughly invest- 
gated three years ago, and which passed upon 
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and determined this question, came to the | 
conclusion that that was the only way to revive || 
our shipping interests. | 

Mr. HALE. I do not yield the floor any || 
farther, but insist on my demand for the pre- || 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question first recurs 
on the motion to refer to the Committee of | 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. PETERS. I demand the yeas and nays. || 

The yeas and nayswere ordered. | 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 132, nays 59, not 
voting 48; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Ambler, Averill, Banks, 
sarber, Barry. Beveridge, Bigby, Bingham, Bird, 


Austin Blair, Braxton, George M. Brooks, Buckley, || 
Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, | 


Coghlan, Comingo, Conger, Crebs, Dawes, Donnan, 
Dannell, Eames, Edwards, Farnsworth. Farwell, 
Finkelnburg, Charles Foster, Wilder D. Foster, 
Garfield, Getz, Goodrich, Griffith, Halsey, Hanks, | 
George E. Harris, Havens, Hawley, Hay, Gerry | 
W. Hazleton, John W. Hazleton, Herndon, Hill, 
Hoar, Hooper, Houghton,K elley, Kellogg, Ketcham, 
Killinger, King, Lamison, Lamport, Lewis, Lowe, 
Marshall, Maynard, McClelland, McCrary, McGrew, 
MelIntyre, McJunkin, McKee, Mercur, Merriam, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Morey, Morphis, Leonard Myers, 
Negley, Orr, Packard, Palmer, Isaac C. Parker, Peck, 
Pendleton, Perce, Aaron I’. Perry, Eli Perry, Poland, 
Porter, Price, Rainey, Edward Y. Rice, Ellis 
Roberts, Rogers, Rusk, Sargent, Scofield, Sessions, 
Shanks, Sheldon, Shellabarger, Shoemaker, H. | 
Boardman Smith, John A. Smith, Snapp, Snyder, 


Stoughton, Stowell, Strong, Sutherland, Sypher, 
Taffe. Washington Townsend, Turner, Tyner, Upson, 
Van Trump, Wakeman, Waldron, Wallace, Walls, 
Wheeler, Whiteley, Willard, Williams of Indiana, 
Jeremiah M. Wilson, John T. Wilson, and Wood—132. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Arthur, Beck, James G. 
Blair, Bright, Caldwell, Conner, Cox, Crossland, 
Dox, Duke, Eldridge, Frye, Garrett, Golladay, Hal- 
deman, Hale, Hancock, Handley, Harper, John T. 
Harris, Hays, Hereford, Hibbard, Kendall, Kerr, 
Leach, Lynch, Manson, McHenry, McNeely, Ben- 
jamin F. Meyers, Moore, Morgan, Niblack, Hosea 
W. Parker, Peters, Platt, Potter, Read, John M. 
Rice, Ritchie, William R. Roberts, Sawyer, Sher- | 
wood, Slater, Slocum, Sloss, Stevens, Storm, Swann, | 


| Terry, Vaughan, Voorhees, Waddell, Warren, Wells, 


Whittehorne, and Young—59. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Ames, Barnum, 
Beatty. Bell, Biggs, James Brooks, Campbell, Car- 
roll, William T. Clarke, Cotton, Creely, Critcher, 
Darrall, Davis, De Large, Dickey, Du Bose, Duell, 
Elliott, Ely, Forker. Henry D. Foster, Hambleton, 
Harmer, Holman, Kinsella, Lansing, McCormick, 
McKinney, Merrick, Packer, Prindle, Randall, Rob- 
inson, Roosevelt, Seeley, Shober, Worthington C. | 


| Smith, R. Milton Speer, St. John, Thomas, Dwight 


Townsend, Tuthill, Twichell, Walden, Williams of 
New York, and Winchester—48. 

So the motion was agreed to; and the bill 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. HEREFORD stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Davis of West Virginia, was detained at 
home by sickness. 

The result of the vote was then announced 
as above recorded. 

LOAN OF JULY 14, 1870. 


Mr. DAWES. I ask leave to submit a report 
from the Committee of Waysand Means upon 
the reference to them of the resolution of 


December 4, 1871, alleging a violation of law | 


by the Secretary of the Treasury in negotiating 


the loan authorized by the act of July 14, 1870. | 


There is a resolution accompanying the report 
which I shall ask to have read. ‘Then I would 


ask that the report and accompanying docn- | 


ments be printed in the Globe; and I give 
notice that I will call it up at an early day. 
The resolution was read as follows: 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this House the 
Secretary of the Treasury,in negotiating the loan 
authorized by the act of July 14, 1870, has neither | 
increased the bonded debt nor incurred an expend- 
iture contrary to law. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts that he 
should move that the report be printed and 
recommitted. The calling of. it up will then 
be at his own discretion. 

Mr. DAWES. I move, then, that the report 
be printed and recommitted to the Committee | 


of-Ways and Means, with power to report at | 


| said loan: 
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any time. I desire that the committee shall 
have leave to report in order that there may 
be early action. 

There was no objection ; and the motion was 


| agreed to. 


Mr. KERR. It may be that the minority 
of the Committee of Ways and Means may 
desire to submit a minority report on this sub- 
ject. Ifso, [ ask that they may have the same 
right accorded to them as has been accorded 
to the majority. 

There was no objection ; 


ordered. 
I ask that the report with- 


and it was so 


Mr. DAWES. 
out the accompanying documents be printed 
in the Globe. 

here was no objection, 
follows: 


The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was 
referred the resolution of December 4, alleging 
that the Secretary of the Treasury, in placing the 
newly authorized five per cent. bonds upon the 
market, has violated the law, submit the following 
report. 

The resolution is in the following words: 

** Whereas it is alleged that the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in pacing the newly authorized five per 
cent. bonds upon the market, bas, in defiance of the 
law creating them, increased the publie bonded debt, 
and has exceeded the one half of one per cent. 
allowedby the funding act for all expenses in placing 
Therefore, 

** Resolved, Thatthe Committee of Ways and Means 
be directed to investigate the said transactions, and 
have power to send for persons and papers; and 
to report the amount of such inerease of the bonded 
debt, if any, the agents employed and paid by him 
for the services rendered, all contracts pertaining 
to the same, and the sums paid to said agents.”’ 

The committee have considered this resolution in 
the same manner as if it had been adopted by the 
llouse, instead of a simple reference to them for 
consideration. 

Upon their invitation the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury and the mover of the resolution were both heard 
by the committee in reference to it. 

The statement of the Secretary accompanies this 
report, as also that of Mr. Jay Cooke in reference to 
the subject, 

The arrangement under which the Secretary has 
thus far negotiated the loan authorized by the act 
of July 14, 1870, is, as stated by him, as follows: 

“On the 28th of February last, publie notice was 
given that onthe6th of the following March books 
would be opened in this country and in Europe for 
subscriptions to the national loan, under the act. 


The report is as 


|| approved July 14, 1870, and the conditions on which 


the subscriptions would be received were also made 
known. All the national banks, anda large number 
of bankers both in this country and in Europe, wero 
| authorized to receivesubseriptions. The first prefer- 
| ence was given to subscribers to the five per cent. 
bonds, within the limit of $200,000,000. On the Ist 
| of August the subscriptions amounted to $65,775,550, 
| chiefly by the national banks. 

**Under date of July 14.1871, adispatch was received 
from Hon. William A. Richardson, Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, then in London, stating that. 
certain bankers in Europe proposed to take the re- 
mainder of the $200,000,000 of five per cents upon 
certain conditions. This proposition was considered 
and modified, and early in August an agreement 
was made with Messrs. Jay Cooke & Co., representing 
bankers in Europe and.in the United States. Bythe 
terms of the agreement, the parties represented by 
Mesers. Jay Cooke & Co, had the right to subscribe 
for the remainder of the $200,000,000 of said bonds, 
by giving notice thereof, at any time previous to tho 
Ist of April next, andby subscribing for $10,000,000 at 
once, and for an average of at least five millions o/ 
dollars of bonds per month during the intervening 
time, subject to the right of the national banks to 
subscribe for $50,000,000 within sixty days from the 
| 25th day of August. 

**Tt was also agreed that the subscriptions should 
all be made through national banks, and certificates 
of deposit therefor issued by said banks to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, bonds to be lodged with the 
Treasurer of the United States for the amount of 
the deposit. By « printed circular issued op tho 
10th of August, 1871, it was announced that national 
banks making or obtaining subscriptions, payable 

in coin, would be designated by the Secretary of tho 
| Treasury as depositaries of public money, on the 
| usual condition of placing in the hands of the Treas- 
| urer of the United States bonds of the United States 
for the security of such deposits; and that, at the 
commencement of each month, notice would be 
given of the redemption of an amount of bonds 
equal to the amount of subscriptions in coin for the 
preceding month, interest to cease in ninety days 
from the date of such notice. 

**Tt.was also stated in the circular that as tho 
bonds called should mature the deposits would be 
drawn from the several banks proportionately. 

** It was further agreed that the subscribers to the 
loan should receive as commissioners whatever might 
remain of the half of one per cent. allowed by law 
upon the $200,000,000, after paying the cost of paper 
for the bonds, for engraving, printing, advertising, 
delivery, and all other expenses of the same. } 

“Under this agreement the bookw# were opened in 
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this suntry and in Europe, and by the last of 
August subscriptions were obtained for the entire 
amount offered.” 

Tive allegations of the resolution are— 

First. That this negotiation increased the bonded 
debt of the United States in defiance of law. 

/. That the Secretary has expended more 
than half of one per cent,, limited by law, in the 
expenses of funding said loan. 

[he first of these allegations is founded upon the 
{ wing clause of the firatsection of the act author- 
izing the loan, namely: “ But nothing in this act, or 
in any other law now in force, shall be construed to 
authorize any increase whatever of the bonded debt 
ot the United States.”” Thecommittee are of opinion 


that this provision of the act has not been violated 
by any of the transactions recited above, or which 


have come to their knowledge. 

lhe fourth section of the same lawis as follows: 

‘That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
nuthorized, with any coin in the Treasury of the 
United States which he may lawfally apply to such 
purpose, or which may be derived from the sale of 
any of the bonds, the issue of whieh is provided for 
in this act, to pay at par and cancel any six per cent. 
bonds of the United States of the kind known as 
five-twenty bonds, which have become or shall here- 


atter become redeemable by the terms of theirissue. 
But the particular bonds so to be paid and canceled 
shall in all cases be indicated and specified by class, 
date, and number, in the order of their numbers and 
iagsue, beginning with the first numbered and issued, 
in publie notice to be given by the Secretary of the 
Ireasury; and in three months after the date of such 
public notice the interest on the bonds so selected 
and advertised to be paid shall cease.’”’ 

The clause which it is alleged has been violated 
must be construed inconnection with this section, as 
well as withall other parts of the law, andthe mani- 
lest o t for which it was enacted. 

By this tourth section is disclosed the whole pur- 
pose of authorizing the issue of these bonds, and they 
ean be issued for no other, nor can their proceeds be 
used for any other purpose than that specified in this 
Fection. 

All parts of this law must be construed together, 
and, if possible, reconciled with cach other, and with 
the express design of the act, so that it shall not 
defeat itself. By this section it appears that the 
Secretary can negotiate the bonds authorized by this 
act forthe sole purpose of redeeming the outstanding 
indebtedness of the United States, known as five- 
twenty bonds; and it is expressly provided in this 
fourth section that he may lawfully apply to such 


Every bond he has taken up has reduced the indebt- 


| edness of the country by that amount, and if the 


construction contended for is the correct one, he is 
for that very reason prohibited from negotiating a 


single dollar of the new loan to supply the place of | 
the old one first taken up, or to replenish the Treas- | 


ury depleted by the amount of the redemption. 
There is but one way, so far as the committee know, 
that it will be possible for himtocarry out any of the 
provisions of this act except by a temporary increase 


in the process of the funding of the public debt, and | 


that one way is an exchange, of bond for bond, of the 
new bond for a corresponding bond of the old five- 
twenties. The committee understand that he is 
authorized to do that by this act, but that he is 
authorized to do much more, and any limitation to 
a bare exchange of the one bond for the other would 
render the act of very little value, and would at the 
same time treat as anullity all those provisions of the 


law which authorize him to sell the new bond to one | 
party, and with the proceedsto redeem the old bond | 


from any other party holding it. | 
If the transaction here investigated be held to 
the test of the strictest possible construction of the 


prohibitory clause, still the Secretary will not be | 


found to have violated its provisions in the particu- 
lar transactions here considered; for it appears that 


the proceeds of all the bonds negotiated remained | 
on deposit with the designated depositaries during | 


all the time that elapsed between the negotiation 
of the new bonds and the redemption of a corre- 
sponding amountof oldones, To the precise amount, 


| therefore, that the public debt is increased by the 
| saleof a new bond, it isdiminished by the depositary 


becoming a debtor to the Government, and the one 


balances the other, leaving the aggregate the same | 


as before the transaction was commenced. But the 


| committee are of opinion that nosuch interpretation 


is necessary for the justification of the Secretary. 
Thesecond allegation of the resolution is that the 


| Secretary “‘has exceeded the one half of one per 


cent. allowed by the funding act forall expenses in | 


| placing said loan.” 


The statement of the terms upon which this loan | 


has thus far been negotiated, made by the Secretary 
to the committee, is the same as that submitted in 
his annual reportas heretofore recited. There is no 


| dispute as to the facts; and it seems fully to answer 


purpose of redemption such moneys in the Treasury || 


of the United States 
ol any 
vided for in this act.” 

it isobviousthat in orderto make this application, 
he must first negotiate the new bonds. He cannot 
take up the old bond with the “ proceeds” of the new 
unless he first sells the new bond. He cannot 
lirst sellthe new bond without in the process and 
while the act of obtaining and applying the proceeds 


as 


“may be derived from the 


sale 


one, 


of the bonds the issue of which is pro- | 


is going on, increasing the public debt to the amount || 


of the bond he first sells in order to obtain the pro- 
ceeds with which to take up the old bond. 
The committee knowno process by which this pro- 


vision of law can be carried out without involving | 


such a temporary increase of the public securities, 
and therefore are of opinion that the clause of the 
law which it is alleged the Secretary has in so doing 
violated must be so construed as to permit of the 
carrying out the other requirements of the statute 
in this regard. No one can doubt that this salutary 
provision of the law, which it is alleged the Secre- 
tary has violated, was intended to take away from 


him the power of appropriating the proceeds of any | 
of the bonds authorized by this statute to any other | 


purpose than that of refunding the public debt; so 
that when the transaction was completed the public 


could be assured that the debt of the nation bad not | 


thereby been increased. 
of limiting the authority of the Secretary in this 
regard and strengthening the public credit, and was 
an assurance to the world that in offering this new 
bond we were not borrowers, but that, on the other 
hand, our policy and prosperity had so strengthened 
our credit that we were, so soon after the creation 
of our great indebtedness, enabled to enter upon the 
process of refunding without increasing the same at 
a much less rate of interest. 

In the opinion of the committee this clause of the 
statute had no other scope and effect, and was not 
intended to embarrass or cripple the efforts of the 
Secretary to carry out other provisions of the law, 
which simply provided that he should first nego- 
tiate the new loan, and, after having done that, 
should with its proceeds redeem a corresponding 
amount of the outstanding indebtedness of ,the 
United States. 

If the Secretary were confined by law to the re- 


demption of the outstanding bonds by the money in | 


the Treasury, and could only use the new bonds to 


It had the double object | 


replenish the Treasury and keep it in funds for that | 


purpose, as well as forcurrent expenses, still the con- 
struction of the clause which it is alleged the Secre- 
tary has violated must necessarily be the same as 
that put upon it in the negotiation of this loan, and 
which, in the opinion of the committee, is the cor- 
rect one. 

Suppose the Secretary were, with $1,000,000 in the 
Treasury, to redeem $1,000,000 of the outstanding 


five-twentices to-day, he could not replacethat money | 


in the Treasury to-morrow by the negotiation of the 
bonds authorized by the act of July 14, 1870, without 


standing securities as it will stand when he begins 


the negotiation of the new loan on the morrow, |/ agents of t 


} 
| 
| 


this allegation. From that statement it appears that, 





after deducting from the aggregate sum which one | 


half per cent. of the loan would amount to, all the 
expense thus far attending its negotiation—such as 
advertising, preparing and printing the bonds, and 
that portion of it which had been paid to the national 
banks and other agencies for such negotiation of it 
as they had been able to make—the balance of said 
one half percent. and no more was, by the arrange- 
ment with Jay Cooke & Co., to be paid to those par- 
ties who took the balance of the loan. If this state- 
ment is correct, and the committee sce no reason to 


doubt it, then it is apparent that the limitation of 


one half per cent. has not been exceeded, thus far, 
in the negotiation of the loan authorized by this act. 
Buta part of the agreement by which the balance of 


the loan was taken was, in substance, this: that the | 


banks which took this loan for themselves, and those 
for whom they negotiated it,were to be designated as 


| depositaries of the publi¢ money, and the proceeds 


of the bonds thus taken were to remain on deposit 


| with said banks until used by the Secretary for the 
| redemption of an equal amount of five-twenty bonds, 
| for which they would not be required in ninety days. 
And it is claimed that the use which the banks thus i| 





| loan then offered. 


had of this money was a part of the expense incurred 
by. the United States in negotiating the loan, and 
that thereby to the extent of that use the expense 


| exceeded the one half per cent. allowed by law. 


As it was one of the stipulations of this agreement 
that this deposit should remain with such banks for 
the period of three months, it is fair to conclude 
thatsuch use of the money so on deposit was of con- 


siderable value to the banks, and entered largely as | 


an elementinto the inducements which finally led to 
their undertaking to place the balance of the entire 
If, therefore, that use may legiti- 
mately bereckoned asa part of the expense to the 
United States of negotiating the loan, it must be 
added to the other expenditures, and the whole 
would exceed the one half per cent. allowed bylaw, 


But the committee are of opinion that this advan- | 
tage thus derived by the banks from the use of the | 


money during the time which must necessarily elapse 
between the conversion of the new bonds into coin 
and the redemption of the old bonds with that coin, 


can inno fair interpretation of the funding act be | 


counted a part of the expense which was limited by 
that act to one half per cent.of theloan. Itis given 
to such banks by the law that makes them deposita- 
ries, and not by the contract of the Secretary. 


Ifthe | 


Secretary had received into the Treasury and locked | 


up inits vaults alarge amount of coin derived from 
the sale of these bonds, it would have resulted in 
disastrous consequences to the commercial world. 
It cannot be doubted that the withdrawal for any 
considerable time from the currents of business of 
two hundred millions of coin without anything to 
supply its place, would be attended with great dis- 
aster, and should be avoided if possible under exist- 
sag jew. By the forty-fifth section of the act estab- 
lishing the national banks it was enacted “that all 
associations under this act, when designated for that 
purpose by the Secretary of the Treasury, shall be 
depositaries of public money, except receipts from 
customs, under such regulations as may be pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury; and they 


|| may also be employed as financial agents of the Goy- 
increasing the public debt as represented by out- | 


ernment; and they shall perform all such reasonable 
duties as papomiarios of public money and financial 
e Government as may be required of 
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i 
them; and the Secretary of the Treasury shal 
quire of theassociations thus designated. < tien Te. 
security, by the deposit of United States bon ie” 
otherwise, for the safe keeping and prompt ds ang 
of the public money deposited with them oan ment 
faithful performance of their duties as fi ‘Or the 
agents of the Government.” 7 Dan cig 

Under these provisions of law, instead je 
up this large sum of money in the Treasury me ing 
would be not only idle for three months. - ere jt 
convulse the whole business of the country. the wld 
retary designated the banks taking this loan a. Y 
lic depositaries under the provisions of this 222” 
and, with the security provided in this «; ‘tiene 
Unit ed States bond for every dollar thus dep... * 
with them, did agree with them that this. Veiled 
money should remain on deposit with ee oe 
required by him in redemption of the fiye-twut! 
bonds. And the committee are of opinion thar. 
was authorized so to do by existing laws. at he 

Nothing could have accrued to the Treasury of 4) 
United States by the use of the money in the = the 
time, for the law prohibited its use by the fone 
for any other purposes, while it authorized hat 
leave it on deposit with these banks upon the». 
ditions here stated. If such deposit was of any.) 


tory 


vantage to the bank it resulted from the previa 
of law, and cannot be said to be illegal. The t,." 
during which this money was to be left on deposit 


with these banks remains only to be considered 

As the money could be used by the Secretary ; 
for the purpose of the redemption, as befor 
he could by no possible contingency have 
to call for it until needed for that purpose, 
ence to the statute will show that this e 
would not arise until after the lapse of three 
By the fourth section of the funding act he was only 
authorized with this money “to pay at par and eay 
cel in six per cent. bonds of the United States, of tha 
kind knownas five-twenty bonds,which have ee 
or shall hereafter become redeemable by the term; 
of their issue. But the particular bonds go to ho 
paid and canceled shall in all eases be indicated anj 
specified by class, date, and number, in the order » 
their numbers and issue, beginning with the firs: 
numbered and issued, in public notice to be given 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, and in three 
months after the date of such public notice the 
interest on the bonds so selected and advertised ty 
be paid shall cease.” 

Simultaneously with this arrangement, by which 
this money was left on deposit with these banks, the 
Secretary issued a notice calling in the first twenty 
millions of these bonds, a copy of which accompa- 
nies this report, in which he gave “* notice that the 
principal and aceruing interest of the bonds herein 
below designated, known as five-twenty bonds, wil] 
be paid at the Treasury of the United States, in the 
city of Washington, on and after the Ist day of 
December next, and that the interest on said bonds 
will cease on that day.” This notice bears date 
September 1, 1871. 

In reference to all the other bonds called in, sim- 
ilar notice has been issued from time to time. 

By the provisions of the fourth section, heretofore 
referred to, this three months’ notice was required 
before the intcrest would cease on these bonds. It 
is obvious that until the interest ceased no man had 
any inducement to surrender his bonds. On the 
other hand the securities are so valuable thatsolong 
as the interest shall be paid the holder wiil clingt 
them. Therefore, the first moment after the issuing 
of this notice on the Ist of September thatthe holder 
would be compelled to surrender his bond, by the 
stoppage of interest, was the first day of December— 
a period of three months. 

tistrue that he was at liberty to surrender his 
bonds before that day, and the Secretary was author- 
ized by the funding act to redeem it upon presenta- 
tion, either out of any money generally in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, or out of the pro- 
ceeds of the new bonds; but practically there was 
no prospect of any considerable surrender; and an 
experiment subsequently made upon a similar no- 
tice, issued on the 20th of December, in which the 
Secretary stipulated that the twenty millions called 
in on the 7th of that month would be redeemed on 
presentation, had resulted at the time of the Secre- 
tary’s appearance before the committee on the 15th 
instant, in a surrender of less than one hundred 
thousand dollars ofsaid bonds. It was because three 
months was the shortest period authorized by lawin 
which the Secretary vebid Chuabul a surrender of the 
five-twenty bonds and therein use any portion of the 
proceeds of the new loan, he stipulated with banks 
taking the loan thatthe money should remain with 
them upon deposit for that period of time. It has 
resulted in all respects as anticipated. The bonds 
were not surrendered until the interest stopped at 
the end of three months, and the Secretary could 
not have used the money had it not remained on 
deposit. ‘The business of the country would have 
been deranged if he had attempted to lock it up. 
The national banking law authorized him to leave 
it on deposit, under such regulations as he may 
prescribe, and availing himself of that, he bas 
effected the loan without any other expense tothe 
Government than the one half of one per cent. The 
advantage gained by the banks was not one which 
in any manner could have accrued to the United 
States in the negotiation of the loan. He incurred 
no risk, for he exacted security in United States 
bonds, dollar for dollar, for the whole deposit. 15 
law authorized him to make such regulations. 
overning these deposits as he should deem fit, and 
e made the regulations which have been stated, 
and for the reasons here given. 

In the opinion of the committee he was not only 

authorized so to do by law, but these deposits were 
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|. ‘ : 
nocessary if be would carry out the provisions of the | in the proper Departments after the 13th day | of Ways and Means and printed, together 


ine actin ® manner that would least disturb || of January, 1871, and before the passage of || with a letter of ace co manufac- 
fanding act Mm icet and the business of the country. | y; ’ I age of || with a letter of J. B. Pace, tobacco manufac 


oo saing the banks he has followed the prece- '| this act, shall be deemed to have been filed in || turer, accompanying the same. 
In thus us saree iat 


tof his predecessors, who have made use of them due time, and shall be considered and decided ‘There was no objection; and the bill (H. 

pene? . ‘a , oe . eye = 4 

‘Toeting all of the loans authorized by the Gov- || without refiling. %. N 81) w ‘ : 

a ef ee omnes their establishment. Anditis worthy || Mr STOUGHTON. Task ; is R ~ J it 1) was read a first and second 

CTO eo et this is the first loan ever effected by the || r. SEOUGHTON. ask unanimouscon- | time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 

of noi States at a less cost than one per cent. sent to make a single statement with regard to || Means, and ordered to be printed with the 

The cominittee have confined themselves to a con- || thig bill. accompanying letter. 

jeration of the authority in law for the acts of the The SPEAKER. Is tl bi : | - " 

oeorary thus far in effecting this loan. Thewisdom | 1 SEHAREN. is there objection to the HARBOR OF SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS. 

these measures may safely be left to the public gentleman from Michigan making a statement? at aai : 

‘ydgment upon the reault. nee thanetons recom- || '[he Chair hears none. | Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I ask 

a > mu i e following resolution: IDATTAQUDPAN |? . : ani : ge a : sal : 

vend i adoption oo ne opinios —s this’ House the Mr. STOUGHTON. The bill which has been |) ""4nIimous consent to submit the following 
exolved, “ ; . e ; - . . . re } ’ are ‘ st) ae 

seepetany of the Treasury, in negotiating the loan || read goes a little furtherthan the bill presented |, ' solution for consideration at this time: 


uthorized by the act of July 14, 1870, has neither 
increased the bonded debt nor incarred ‘an expendi- 
cure contrary to law. 


CLAIMS FOR ADDITIONAL BOUNTY. 


' by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Hot- Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and 
MAN.] There is another clause ingrafted upon hereby is, directed to cause a survey of Long Point, 
} , s 5 |; so called, in Salem (Massachusetts) harbor, near the 

the bill of the committee, and I ask that the |) mouth of South river, near which the United States 
as - ‘ bill of the committee be substituted for the one |} has erected a light-house, and to estimate the cost 
The SPEAKER, A bill comes over from | offered. It can then be passed at once. i Grecaing apes, ere ee ee 

i i Sci ‘ Oo protec > sama, i spo he surve 

Monday last on a motion of the gentleman || Mr, VOORHEES. I see no objection to , protect the same, and report the survey 


. F for the use of this House. 
from Indiana [Mr. Houtman] to suspend the || that. In the absence of my colleague, [Mr. | Mr. CONGER 


rules and pass the bill. It is a bill to extend | Hotman,] I do not feel at liberty to refuse. 
the time for presenting claims for additional | The SPEAKER. That would require unani- 
bounty. The Clerk will report it. mous consent, and as the gentleman from 
The bill was read. It proposes to extend | Indiana is not present to withdraw his motion 
the time for presenting claims for additional | to suspend the rules, the Chair will recognize 
pounty granted to soldiers by the twelfth and || his colleague as acting for him in withdrawing 
thirteenth sections of the act of July 23, 1866, || the motion to suspend the rules, and the gentle- 


| move that this resolution 
be reterred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. I was about io 
make the same motion. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I have 
no objection at all to that. 

The resolution was referred accordingly. 


to the Ist day of December, 1872, and provides || man from Michigan now moves that the bill TAX ON MANUFACTURED TOBACCO. 
that all claims for bounty seer in le '| which he has presented be put upon its pas- Mr. PLATT. Task unanimous consent to 
of said sections shall be void unless presented | sage. submit the following resolution for considera- 


within the perio Sree Prpete’, ‘3 “Will || Mr. VOORHEES. Upon consultation with | tion at this time: 
Tv : ‘ a" f 4 m > s . . 7. - . . a2 aie ‘ " Z ‘ 
_ The SI Ke . aw ee € : ae sie hig |, some of my friends, I will take the responsi- Resolved, Thatthe Committee of Ways and Means 
the House suspend ihe rules and pass this || bility of accepting the substitute and withdraw- | be instructed by this House to report, at their earliest 
|| ing the motion for a suspension of the rules. convenience, their recommendation upon that por: 
The bill aie | he Sle eoen (Hi tion of the report of the Commissioner of Internal 
a ee nted by Mr. STOUGHTON (4. || Revenue which relates to the tax on manufactured 

R. No. 1180) was then read a first and sec- | tobacco. 


} 


”Mr. HAWLEY. Would it be in order to || 
call for the reading of the statute referred to 


in the bill? KER. I ld ith || ond time, ordered to be engrossed and read Mr. BURCHARD. I object. 

a fi ‘that 9 id bi 7” 8 the third time; and heing engrossed, it was Mr. PLATT. I ask unanimous cousent 
unanimous consent, for that would be in the || accordingly read the third time, and passed. for five minutes to explain my resolution, 
nature ot debate. | , 


TAX ON TOBACCO. which I offer with the concurrence of the gen 


a ; tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, ] the 
2 , e § 3 g ° . ’ . , ° r ° 
: Mr. PORTER. I ask unanimou: consent | chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
bill? that a bill to fix and establish the rate of tax | yoaane , 
Tha @PR an Pl 4 | pe : . P on °o are : ontenn 5 . ° 
the SE ee It ane not, under a || oa all te: pa “er manufactured nee . Mr. KERR. I object, for the whole subject 
. Y y » » 1 2 e r € ro ’ « » ° * . es a 
motion to suspend the rules. ce entering the market for consumption at the | i, \nder investigation now by that committee, 
Mr. COBURN. The Committee on Military || uniform rate of sixteen cents per pound be put ; 


oy . wT oa ; Mr. PLATT. Ido not often ask the indul 
Affairs have considered this very subject and || upon its passage now. gence of the House. I hope I shall be allowed 


Mr. COBURN. Would it be in order to 


move further to extend the time named in the | 


have a bill to report. * || Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I mast object. || two minutes to explain my purpose in offering 
The question was on suspending the rules || Mr. PORTER. I[ ask unanimous consent | this resolution. _ ; - 
and passing the bill; and being put, there || to make a brief statement. Mr. KERR. Very well; I wiil withdraw my 
were—ayes 74, noes 58. || The SPEAKER, If there is no objection | objection for the present. 
Mr. VOORHEES. I ask for the yeas and | the gentleman will be heard. The Chair hears Mr. PLATT. ‘The tobacco interests of Vir- 


nays. I would like to say, in the absence of || none. 
my colleague, [Mr. Houtman, ] who is detained || Mr. PORTER. Many of the tobacco manu- | 
trom the House, that this is a bill to which he || factories in Virginia are already closed up and 
gave the greatest attention, and which he found || others are closing, and many factory hands 
to be necessary in order to meet the exigencies || have been thrown out of employment. We 
with regard to claims for additional bounty. || believe that the reduction of this tax to sixteen 

| 

| 


ginia, and other States engaged in that trade, 
are now suffering under prostration and par- 
alysis. Their trade has been destroyed by the 
uncertainty that now hangs over this question. 
Millions of dollars of capital are locked up 
and useless to its owners, while thousands of 
poor people, men, women, and children, both 
white and colored, are thrown out of employ- 
ment, and daily beseech in vain at the doors 
of the closed factories for the work which 
their former employers cannot give them, and 
which they need to keep them from suffering 
the pangs of cold and hunger. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. || cents a pound will in no manner diminish the 
Mr. MAYNARD. Will it be in order to || revenue of the Government, and I do not think | 
ask the chairman of the Committee on Mili- || the House can do a better deed for the laborers 
tary Affairs—— 7 |in the tobacco regions of the country and 
Mr. STORM. _ I object to debate. | the manufacturers, especially those of limited || 
Mr. COBURN. Iwmay be permitted to state } means, than to pass this bill. I trust there | 
that the Committee on Military Affairs had || will be no objection to it. 


considered the subject, and were about to|| Mr. DAWES. Nothing would gratify the Ido not ask now for a discussion on the 
report a bill making a longer extension of || Committee of Ways and Means so much as to | question of reducing or equalizing the tax on 
time than is here provided for. be relieved of their labors; but it does seem || manufactured tobacco. 1 propose to send the 


Mr. LYNCH. Task that the bill be again || to me that to pass a bill upon the subject of || resolution to the Committee of Ways and 
reported. | the tax upon tobacco pending the hearing | Means to be there discussed, and to speak on 

rhe bill was again read. upon that question before the committee is a |, the question when it is reported from that 
_Mr. CONGER. I desire to ask if at this || new order of doing things, and I think i} | committee. But I do most earnestly ask in 
time it would be proper to move an amend- | hardly necessary to say more on the point. I), behalf of the great tobacco interests of the 
ment to strike out the last clause of the bill? | hope the gentleman from Virginia will con- | country; in behalf of the manufacturers of 
_ The SPEAKER. It might be proper, but || sent to the reference of the bill to the com- | Virginia, who yearly contribute millions of dol- 
it would not be parliamentary. [ Laughter. ] | mittee, lars to the revenue of the country; in behalf 

Mr. CONGER. [I think it would be emi- | Mr. PORTER. The suspense is injuring | of the tobacco producers of Virginia, who are 
nently proper. | the trade at all points and causing the labor- || by the existing condition of things deprived 





Mr. STOUGHTON. I ask unanimous con- || ers to greatly suffer, if not to starve. | must | of a remunerative market for their products ; 
sent that the bill agreed upon by the Com- |! therefore move to suspend the rules and put | in behalf of the Government itself, whose rev 
mittee on Military Affairs be read. | the bill upon its passage. enues derived from this important staple are 

No objection was made, and the bill was The question was put; and there were— || being reduced and almost destroyed ; and in 
read. It provides that the time for filing || ayes 38, noes 85. behalf of the thousands of poor people now 
claims for additional bounty, under the act 
of July 28, 1866, and which expired by limita- 
uon upon the 13th of April, 1871, be revived 
and extended until the 30th day of January, 
1873, and that all claims for such bounty filed 


House, and having called the attention of the || instruct the Committee of Ways and Means to 
country to this much-needed legislation, I || take up this subject and consider it at once, 
withdraw the motion to suspend the rules, and |, that we may at the earliest possible day end 
ask that the bill be referred to the Committee || the uncertainty which now hangs over and has 


Mr. PORTER. Seeing the temper of the |, out of employment, that this Congress will now~ 


ra 


ry, a 





: 
; 
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paralyzed the tobacco trade. I move that the 
rules be suspended and the resolution adopted. 
Mr. DAWES. 1 hope there will be no 
objection to this re solution ; itis just what the 
committee are prepared to do. 
No objection being made, the resolution was 
adopted by a suspension of the rules, two 


thirds voting in favor thereof. 
OHLO, INDIANA, AND ILLINOIS. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH, by unanimous con- 
ent, presented the following memorial of the 
(jovernors of Llinois, Indiana, and Ohio, in 
relation to the two per cent. 1 ind; which wa 
read, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. and ordered to be print d: 


Srate or Inuinors, Executive DEPARTMENT, 
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINnots, January 4, 1872. 
Senators and Representatives in Congress: 

We respectfully request your favorable considera- 
tion of the claims of Ohio, Indiana, and Lilinois to 
two fifths of the five per cent. received into the 
national Treasury from the proceeds of the public 
lands sold in said States respectively, being a part 
of the five per cent. granted to them in their en- 
abling act, and for all of which the States rendered 
large equivalent in refraining from taxing said lands 
for five years after they were disposed of to individ 
uals. In making thisrequest we cannot doubt itwill 
receive, as it deserves, your approval, Certainly no 


good reason can be assigned why the claims should 
not be allowed and paid by the Government of the 
United States tothese States. To withhold payment 


ould be to discriminate unjustly against our own 

tates, and this we earnestly insist would be a great 
wrong. Wedo not propose, however, to rearguetbe 
question, for that would bea work of supererogation. 
Let it suffice to say that we hold it to be a legal 
nxiom that the act of March 3, 1857, entitled *‘ An 
net to settle certain accounts between the United 
States and the State of Mississippiand other States,”’ 
commands the statement, allowance, and payment 
of what has not been paid of this amount without 
abatement or discount, and we ask you shall declare 
thatto be the true construction of said act, to the 
end that it ay be respected and executed. It is 
difficult to understand how any doubts should ever 
have been expressed asto the correct meaning of 
the legislation, and to you we appeal in behalf of 
our respective States for that justice to which they 
are clearly entitled, 

Believing you will promptly render it, and thus 
place the States in which public lands were located 
on an approximate equality atleast, and respect 
the obligations of the United States to the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and I}linois, we subseribe ourselves 
yours, most respectfally, 

JOHN M, PALMER, 
frovernor of Illinois, 
CONRAD BAKER, 
Governor of Indiana, 
R. B. HAYES, 
Governor of Ohio. 


GOVERNMENT OF TUE DISTRICT. 


a memorial of over a thousand citizens of the | 
District of Columbia, and to offer at the same 

time a resolution to authorize the investigation 

requested in the memorial. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be | 
read, 

The Clerk read as follow 8: 

Resolved, That the memorial of citizens of the || 
District of Columbia hereto attached be referred to | 
the Committee for the District of Columbia, and that || 
said committee be directed to investigate the truth | 
of the allegations and charges in said memorial, and 
reportthe results of such investigation tothe House; 
and that said committee have power to send for per- 
sons and papers, and to examine witnesses under || 
oath, 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the | 
memorial, so as to inform the House of the 
subject to which the resolution relates. 

lhe Clerk read as follows: 


To the honorable Senate and House of Re presentatives 
of the United States in Congress assembled : 


Your memorialists, citizens and tax-payers of the | 
District of Columbia, desirous of securing good gov- 
ernment, promoting the general prosperity, and se- 
curing an economical administration of the muni- 
cipal affairs of the said District, respectfully declare || 
that the charge brought against us of being “ene- || 
mies to improvement’”’ has no foundation either in | 
fact or fair inference. We are in favor of judicious | 
improvements, and of liberal expenditure to meet 
them; but we oppose the so-called * improvements” 
of the Board of Pabtic Works, for these reasons: 

Firet. The thirty-seventh section of the act of 
February 21, 1871, has been violated in several par- | 
ticulars; the Board of Public Works have usurped 


authority to make improvements not “authorized | 


, 


by law,’ not “intrusted to their charge by the 
Legislative Assembly or Congress.” 
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Second. The plain intent of the act, that two mem- 
bers of the board should be citizens and residents 
of the city of Washington, has been violated. 

Third. In seven months appropriations for con- 
tingent expenses have been demanded by the Ex- 
ecutive and the board, and made by the Legislature 
to the extraerdinary amount of over two hundred 
thouand dollars. 

Fourth. Whereas it was expressly provided that 
there should bea civil engineer on the board at a 
salary of $2,500 perannum, paid by the United States 
Government, the board imported from New York, at 
a salary of $8,500 perannum, an engineer whom it 
has since dismissed, and is now trying to make the 
scapegoat of its blunders. 

Fifth. The City Hall (a fire-proof building) was 
abandoned, and four separate buildings for the dif- 


ferent branches were hired and fitted up at an || 


expense of not lees than $100,000, 

Sicth. The Legislature, at the instigation of the 
board, has passed two loan bills of $4,000,000 each, 
for improvements. Each billinvolves an additional 
special tax of $2,000,000 on private property; and 
this whole sum of $12,000,000 is to be placed abso- 
lutely and without restriction in the hands of five 
men. 

Seventh, An unparalleled profligacy in advertising 
has been exhibited, inthe employment of fifteen 
newspapers, bearing an ominous resemblance to 
subsidizing the press of the District. 

Lighth. It has created many new bureaus, largely 
increasing the number of corporation officers and 
the rate of their salaries, 

Ninth, It hired thousands of men, carts, and 
wacons, many of them from the adjoining States, at 
extravagant cost, just before the election. 

Tenth. Two elections have been held within a year 
(only one being necessary) at an expense exceeding 
one hundred thousand dollars, including registra- 
tion and advertising. 

Eleventh. Contracts involving enormous costs have 
been made, unlawfully, before appropriations were 
made for carrying them out. 

Twelfth. It has altered grades without discretion 
or fixed plan, and has laid down much pavement and 
gutter, evidently designed to be only temporary and 
some of which has already been replaced. 

Thirteenth. It has cut down, filled up, narrowed, 
and ** parked ” streets, without consulting the prop- 
erty owners, frequently against their expressed will, 
and generally to the absolute detriment and deteri- 
oration of the real estate of the city. 

fourteenth, It has filled up, narrowed, walled, and 
otherwise manipulated the canal, both by itself and 
in connection with the sewers, so injudiciously that 
not only has sume of the most costly work (on Seven- 
teenth street) proved a palpable failure, but we are 
actually threatened with inundation and pestilence. 

iifteenth. In brief, these so-called improvements 
are carried on without judgment or coherence, hast- 
ily, at a wrong season of the year,and ona scale 
of recklessness which threatens the real estate of 
the District with a burden amounting to confiscation. 

Finally,the transactions of the board have been 
kept secret, and the citizens have had no opportun- 
ity of access to its records or official information 
concerning its contracts, 

Your memorialists are convinced that the above 
reasons (many of the abuses enumerated in which 
are cither analogous or precisely similar to those 


|| which characterized the recent misgovernment of the 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to present |} 


city of New York) will stand the test of rigid scru- 
tiny; and they therefore pray that the memorial 
and accompanying papers be referred to acommittee 


|| of your honorable bodies, that our grievances be 


inquired into and such redress granted as may seem 
just and proper, 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I 
desire to say that I have made no investiga- 


| tion of these charges, and therefore cannot 


vouch for them, except so far as they may be 
substantiated by papers which have been fur- 
nished me. It appears, as I understand from 
a recent appropriation made by the Legis- 
lature of this District, that over one hundred 


|| thousand dollars of debt has been incurred 


within the past eight months by the govern- 
ment of the District of Columbia for advertis- 
ing patronage in this District. I hold in my 
hand a list of the sums appropriated to differ- 
ent newspapers, from which it appears that 
the Daily Chronicle has been paid for adver- 
tising $36,159 65; the Republican, $14,460 29; 
the Star, $9,701 72; the Anzeiger, a German 
paper, $7,726 20; the Patriot, $4,678; the 
Critic, a little theater paper, $3,193 67; the 
Sunday Chronicle, $5,757 48; the Sunday Her- 
ald, $3,869 30; the Sunday Capital, $2,231 02; 
the Sunday Gazette, $1,209 02; the Grand 
Army Journal, $4,074 77; the Georgetown 
Courier, $2,201 25; the Sunday Times, (alittle 
paper which I never heard of before, and which 
advertises that subscriptions for one year are 
one cent, payable at the end of the year,) 
$1,262 90; the Columbian, another German 
paper, $3,055 65; the New National Era, 


|| $3,596 75; the Public Voice, forty-two dol- 


lars! Little regard has been paid to the Py}. 
| lic Voice! Then, there are various items f, 

job printing; $4,205 42 for * miscellaneon, 
printing;’’ $1,691 25 to Gibson Brothers 
‘for printing election tickets, &.; $2 Q29 be 

printing the police court investigation. 
various items amount to $117,035 74 for adver. 
tising, &c., during the eight months that th. 
new District government has been in Opera: 
tion. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if these charges are true 
if such debts have been incurred, if such fia. 
grant extravagance has been practiced by tie 
government of this District, it is certainly a 
proper subject of inquiry, and the inquiry should 
be made. Ido not vouch for all the state. 
ments of these memorialists; I only ‘ tell tie 
tale as it is told to me’’ by these documents | 
hold in my hand, and desire to send to tho 
committee, with the memorial, copies of {he 
fifteen different newspapers in which these 
advertisements have been published. From 
an inspection of these the committee can gee 
what kind of newspapers are used for adyer.- 
tising, and whether, as is charged in the memo- 
rial, the payment of these enormous sums to 
these newspapers of this District has been jn. 
tended to subsidize the press in favor of the 
|| District, government. 
| Mr.HOAR. Ifthe gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. Farnswortn] will allow me a single 
remark, { desire simply to say that when a 
former Congress, in clear violation of the pro- 
vision of the Constitution that Congress sal! 
exercise exclusive legislation for this District, 
| proceeded to delegate that power to somebody 
else, they rendered themselves liable to the 
|| difficulty now experienced. 
|| Mr. POTTER. Mr. Speaker, I accept for 
|| myself the reproof of the gentleman from 
| Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar.] I was one of 

those who favored this territorial form of 

government, and | did so against his remon- 
strance. The constitutional objection which he 

| then urged did not seem to me applicable, and 
| I took tor granted from what was said on both 
| sides of the House that the change of govern- 
| ment, if constitutional, would be for the advan- 
tage of the people here. But I sincerely regret, 
|| from what has since transpired, that I did then 
give thatact my support. My conclusion, from 


These 





| 
} 
| 





what I have heard and seen in Washington while 
here in attendance upon Congress, is totally 
against this present territorial government, and 
I conceive its mismanagement to be so great 
and its abuses so extraordinary that they ought 
to be investigated, and I trust a special com- 
mittee of the House may be directed to take 
consideration of that subject. 

Mr. WOOD. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Illinois, I wish to say that I 
| also supported the bill which has conferred the 
| power of the Government over this District 
| upon this so-called Board of Public Works. I 
| did not see in that bill, nor do I yet, any in- 
| fringement of the entire authority of Congress 
| 
| 
| 


over this whole District. I am very glad this 
memorial has been presented, and I hope 
there will be an investigation. I think the 
facts presented in that memorial are so serious 
and comprise so many various allegations and 
| distinct charges that it should go to a special 
| committee, and not to the Committee for the 
| District of Columbia. I think that committee 
| has already enough to do, and as there is upon 
that committee a representative of this tert: 


' torial government, I think a separate and dis- 


tinct and special committee ehould be created 
for the purpose of investigating and reporting 
back to this House on these allegations made 
in this memorial. If the gentleman from Ilh- 
nois will make that motion I will vote for it 
very cheerfully. 

The SPEAKER. This discussion is all pro 
‘ceeding by unanimous consent. The gentle- 
/man from Illinois [Mr. Farnsworts] holds 
' the floor by unanimous consent. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I will now yield 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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1872. 


to the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
Daves) AWES. Mr. Speaker, my memory 
»oes back to several administrations of govern- 
mentin the city of Washington. That of Mayor 
Wallach, which there was such great effort 
to reform, resulted in the election of Mayor 
Bowen. Ihe administration of Mayor Bowen 
was short-lived, because of the complaint that 
jis administration seemed worse than that 
of Mayor Wallach. ‘To relieve the city of all 
burdens of that sort of reform the people rose 
and elected @ new mayor. That administration 
zo failed to commend itself to our ideas of 
reform that we abolished the government all 
together and elected a new one. I join with 
my friend from New York [Mr. Porrer] in 
expressing my great regrets for having given 
it any support of mine. Step by step these 
attempts at reform have landed the poor Dis- 
trict of Columbia where itis to-day. 

[ do not know, sir, anything about the jus- 
tice of these complaints. I know the outcry 
is long and loud from all quarters. 1 am one 
of those, sir, who have a kind of chronic habit 
for this sort of thing, and I pledged myself 
long ago, wherever | could see the head of a 
rascal or thief above water, whether of my 
party or of anybody else’s party, I would hit it 
ifLcould. [Laughter.] IL am one of those 
who believe in probing our own sores, and so 
far as we are responsible for this condition of 
things, if it is such as will commend itself to 
our judgment, I want the credit for it. If it 
is what these people say it is, only going from 
bad to worse and from worse to worse, | want 
to know it, and hold those who are guilty re- 
sponsible for it. Therefore, I join heartily in 
this effort at investigation, and that nobody 
may have occasion to say there is the slightest 
effort at concealment, I hope there will be a 
special committee. While [ have great confi- 


dence in the Committee for the District of | 
Columbia, there is, as has been stated by the || from a government which they claimed was 
ceutleman from New York, [Mr. Woop, } some || almost intolerable, such as they could not bear 
reason why it would be better to send this to || without dishonor and degradation. The objec- 


a special committee, and I hope the gentle- 
man from Illinois will so have his resolution 
referred. 

Mr. COX. I hope the gentleman from Illi- 
nois will allow me one moment. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I will yield to the 
gentleman from New York. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, there is reference 
in that memorial to the city of New York. 
[Laughter.] I eonfess, sir, 1 was one of those 
who had some humiliation as to the condition 
of things in New York, brought about by both 
parties in that city, and brought about by both 
parties in the legislation of that State, but I 
believe the party to which I have the honor to 
belong have been endeavoring to be just and 
thorough in their investigation of those who 
were doing wrong and who were wrongiug the 
people. Gentlemen on the other side of the 
House, and some of my friends on this side 
of the House, feel some humiliation to-day for 
having voted for this charter for the city of 
Washington. We all feel an interest in this 
political metropolis of the nation. We all want 
it administered purely as an example to all the 
other municipalities of the country ; but for oue, 
sir—and I wish the House would heed a man 
who speaks not only of the past, but of the 
present—I did not vote for this miserable cari- 
cature of government. 

I did not vote to tie up the District to the 
door-bell of the White House. I did not vote 
to bring reproach upon this magnificent cap- 
ital of our country. I will vote for any meas- 
ure that any gentleman will propose, not to 
smother, but to drag out everything connected 
with the peculiar management of the city of 
Washington. I am glad to see my old com- 
rade of many years ago, the leader of this 
House, coming forward to demand a special 
committee for this investigation. Let us all 
go to work in that spirit and it will give some- 
thing of grace and dignity to the city of Wash- 


stating the facts connected with the passage 
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| eduiaie: in my judgment, to the Republican 

| party atallevents. [tis bantling, good or bad. 
It made the government, and it cannot escape 
the responsibility. And if, as indieated here, 

| there be rottenness equal to that of Tammany, 

| 

| 


ington and the country of which it is the cap- | 
ital. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. IL now yield to the | 
gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. ELprivee. } | 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I was one of those on | 


this side of the House who doubted the pro- |) let the head of the Government. the appointing 
priety of the organization of these two cities || power of one half of the Legislature, fall under 
of Washington and Georgetown into what is \) it, and let the party not now shrink from nor 
called the government of the District of Colum- || ignore the responsibility for whatever the gov 
bia. There were considerations, however, || ernment may prove to be. 

addressed to me that had weight with me, I | 
must confess; and the principal one was that 
the popular government, which had been organ- 
ized or reconstructed by the Republican party 
in this District, was one that was intolerable 


Mr. BANKS. I hope the gentleman fram 
| Illinois will yield to me to ask a question. 
| Mr. FARNSWORTH. i yield to the gen- 
tleman. . . 
| Mr. BANKS. I wish to ask what worse the 
to the white people of the District. The strong- || government of the District of Columbia has 
est consideration urged upon us on this side || done than that which Congress has permitted 
of the House was that the government which || for ten or fifteen years; that is, the occupation 
was then in force here, the ‘‘negro government,” || of the street directly in front of the Capitol by 
as it was called, was such that the people, the || railway tracks? I hope the committee to be 
white people of Washington, could not sab- || appointed will take that subject into consid- 
mit to it without humiliation and degradation. eration. I send to the Chair an amendment 
It was argued that the President ot the Uni- || having reference to that matter. 
ted States, having the powerto appoint one of | The SPEAKER. That amendment can 
the branches of the Legislature, would appoint || only be offered by unanimous consent. 
men of character and of dignity, without dis- || Mr. BANKS. Then I ask consent to have 
tinction of party, representative mea—— || that amendment made, so that the inquiry 
Mr. FARNSWOKTH. I hope my friend || shall extend to what measures are necessary 
from Wisconsin [| Mr. ELprivGe]} will not make | to remove the locomotive railroad track im- 
' 


| 
| 
| 
| 





a party speech on this occasion. mediately in front of the entrance of the Cap- 
itol, which is an inconvenience and peril to 
members of Congress as to all other persons. 
| Mr. FARNSWORTH. I suggest that that 
|| had better be sent to the Committee on Public 
of the organic act of the District. 1 kuow || Buildings and Grounds. 
nothing about the charges made against the || Mr. STARKWEATHER. I must object to 
city government, whether true or false, There || that amendment. 

: || The SPEAKER. The pending motion is 4 
| high respectability and of honorable character. || motion to suspend the rales, which is not 
|| But the objection | had to the original measure || amendable. ‘he gentleman from Illinois { Mr. 
|| Was one which was fundamental, and it was-that l‘arnswortH] has been occupying the floor, 
1] 
| | 

| 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. [am not making a party 


speech, or any more of a party speech than 
the facts of the case absolutely require. Iam 


are men connected with the government of 


which prevented my supporiing it, although I || and yielding it by unanimous consent only, 
desired to relieve the people of the District || his motion not being debatable. 
| Mr. FARNSWORTH. Ifthere be no objec: 
|| tion, | will yield fora moment to the gentle- 
|} man from Connecticut, the chairman of the 
|| Committee for the District of Columbia. 
i Mr. STARKWEATHER. The matter under 
|| consideration is a matter of indifference to me 
|| as chairman of the Committee for the District 
|, That it would be political | expected. J did || of Columbia, except in so far as it may appear 
] not expect it would be so intensely partisan || from some of the suggestions made here by 
/asit was made. It was promised that there |) gentlemen that this subject is not in a fair way 

| 

} 

! 

| 

} 

| 

| 

| 

| 





}| tion that [ had was that it placed one branch 
| of this Legislature, one enure branch, abso- 
| lutelyin the hands and control of one man, the 
|| appointing power provided for by the bill, 


should be nothing partisan iu theappointiments. || of examination. I would state to the House 
We were assured that it would be composed || that the committee have arranged with gentle- 
of high-minded, liberal men, representing the || men representing the District, as far as we 
roperty, the character, and the dignity of the || could, for a hearing in this matter. The gen- 
District of Columbia. I could not, however, || tlemen who drew up this petition came to me 
find it consistent with my views of duty and of nd said they desired to have a hearing, and 
constitutional law to vote for the proposition. || 1 believe they also made application of the 
I am glad I did not vote to place in the hands || same character to the Committee for the Dis- 
of any Executive the power to appoint all the || trict of Columbia of the Senate. Now, I do not 
members of an entire branch of a legislative || care what disposition is made of the matter 
body. My opinions have been confirmed by 1 further than this: the Committee for the Dis- 
what was done under that act. If | had doubts || trict of Columbia are a new committee—with 
then, I have convictions now, that it is not || one or two exceptions, gentlemen appointed 
wise to make any Legislature subject to the || upon that committee by the Speaker at the 
appointment of any Executive. present session. I suppose this matter is one 
Now one word in regard to this investiga- || as properly referable to them as to any other 
tion. Some of these charges I have heard || parties. We have given to the parties inter- 
made myself. I do not know that any one of || ested every assurance of a fair hearing before 
them is true, nor can I say they are false of || our committee. 
any knowledge of my own. It is a matter of Now, another matter is proposed here by the 
entire personal indiffereace to me, although I || gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Bangs, ] 
am amember of the Committee for the Nis- || and whether that matter belongs properly to 
trict of Columbia, whether this investigation || the Committee for the District of Columbia 
shall take place under the charge of that com- || or to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
mittee, or whether it shall go to a select com- || Grounds I do not know, and if all matters in 
mittee. Itseemsto me, however, that it would || regard to railroad interests are to go to the 
be more appropriate, unless there are special || Committee for the District of Columbia. I can 
objections to the Committee for the District, || say that that commiitee embraces gentlemen 
that that committee should take charge of the || well known here—the gentleman from Indiana, 
matter and make the investigation. But | insist, || the gentleman from Vermont, and gentlemen 
with the other gentlemen who have spoken, || from other States, who are as well qualified to 
that the investigation shall now take place. If || consider these questions as any committee that 
there be corruption, if there be dishonesty, if || can be raised. 
there is fraud, if there is unnecessary extrava- Mr. DAWES. I made the suggestion that 
gance, let it be exposed. And let the respon- j/ I did not of my own motion, but at the instance 
sibility, the censure, fall where it belongs. I[t |i of others. I now withdraw the suggestion, so 
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| 
that the Committee for the District of Colum- | 


bia may investigate these questions in their | 


own way. But, sir, it has always seemed to me 
that when avy one asks an investigation we 
ought to let them have it in their own way, 
and to investigate to their heart’s content. 
Mr. STARKWEATHER. If the suggestion 
is withdrawn, and it is proposed that this mat- 
referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, I have nothing further to 


ter shall be 


QUARANTINE AT NEW YORK. 
Mr. NEGLEY. 


I ask unanimous consent 


| to submit the following resolution for consid- 


eration at this time: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce of this 


| House be authorized and directed to investigate into 


~ fhe SPEAKER. There is no motion pend- | 


ing but to refer the matter to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
cerned, | am entirely satisfied with that com- 
mittee. I believe it to be composed of hon- 
orable gentlemen, who will do justice to the 


So far as [am con- || 


investigation; and I believe the gentlemen | 


asking the investigation will be satishied with 
that reference. I will yield now to the Dele- 
gate from the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CHIPMAN, 
regard this as the proper moment for a vin- 
dication of the government of the District 
of Columbia. ‘That time will come when the 
report of the committee now asked shall be 
sent to this House. All insinuations or innu- 
endoes or flings at the government of this Dis- 
trict preliminary to investigation are directly 
calculated to prejudice the opinions of mem- 
bers. 
igation goes on, are to sit judicially, and it 
does not become me, nor any member of the 
House, to speak upon the merits of the District 
government at this moment. I rise only to 


Mr. Speaker, the House, if this invest- | 


Mr. Speaker, I cannot | 


ay that | believe, although I have not been | 


consulted about this matter, although the peti- || 


tiouers have not paid me the courtesy to sub- 
mit their memorial through me or ask me to 
introduce it for them, nor has any officer of 
our District government suggested one word 
on the subject as to the proper course to urge 


when the memorial might be introduced, still | 


| believe that there is no gentleman connected 


with the local government who would for a | 
moment resist this investigation, or who would || 


not court ®. I said before the people of this 


District, when I was a candidate for the office | 
which | now hold, that 1 was the advocate of | 


no man, of no board, and of no plan, except 
such as looked to the future development of 
this District, in which you, gentlemen of the 


House, have an equal interest with myself and | 


my constituents. 1 believed then, and I believe 
now, in the integrity and ability of our officers, 
but | was ready then, and I am ready now, to 
be convinced to the contrary. Let this invest- 
igation go on, but let it go before the com-. 
aiittee that is better qualified than any other 
to make it. 


It involves not only the question | 


of fidelity of administration, but it involves | 


also the entire planus of improvement proposed 
for the District, and those can be examined 
by no special committee without going over 
the whole subject and spending months in the 
investigation, soasto comprehend fully all the 
points that will come before them, This in- 
quiry lies directly in the line of investigation 
which the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia must make to act intelligently as advisers 
ofthe House. 1 ask, then, that this memorial 
and the resolution be referred to the Commit- 
tee ter the District of Columbia, and I promise 
that 1 will second the efforts of the gentleman 
from Mlicois [Mr. Farnxsworrn] or efforts 
from auy quarter, in securing a full, fair, and 
complete iavestigation of the matter charged. 

The question wus upon adopting the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That the memorial of the citizens of the 
District of Columbia hereby attached be referred to 
the Committee for the District of Columbia, and that 
said committee be directed to investigate the truth 
of the allegations and charges in said memorial, and 
resort the result of such investigation to the House; 
and that said committee have power to send for per- 
sons and papers, and to examine witnesses under 
oath, 

No objection being made, the resolution was 
adopted. 


| 











the regulations in the nature of quarantine, and con- 
cerning the treatment and restrictions upon vessels 
and persons under quarantine at the port of New 
York; also to investigate into the duties and pow- 
ers of harbor-masters and pilots, and into the regu- 
lations and restrictions imposed upon vessels and 
persons at the harbor of New York, and also into 
the means of reviving and sustaining American 
commerce: and that said committee or sub-commit- 
tee thereof have power to send for persons ard 
papers, hold sessions in the city of New York if 
necessary, employ a stenographer, and report by bill 
or otherwise. 


Mr. SHELLABARGER. I move that this 
resolution be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, with leave for that committee to 
report thereon at any time. 

No objection being made, the motion was 
agreed to; and the resolution was referred 
accordingly. 

MINNESOTA LAND DISTRICT. 


Mr. DUNNELL. I move that the rules be 
suspended, so that the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of House bill No. 1026, to create an 
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Beck, Beil, Bird, James G. Blair, Braxt, = 
Burchard, Coghlan, Comingo, Conger. Con. Bright, 
ton, Cox, Crebs, Crossland, Dox, Du Bose D, alt 
Duke, Dunnell, Eldridge, Farnsworth, “Parwall’ 
Finkelnburg, Charles Foster, Garrett,Getz, Golladay 
Goodrich, Griffith, Haldeman, Hancock; Handi.’ 
Hanks, Harper, John ‘TY. Harris, Hay,” Here.) 
Herndon, Hibbard, Kerr, King, Lamison pte 
Manson, Marshall, McClelland, McCormick, 4.! 


llenry, McIntyre, McNeely, Benjamin F, \o, 
| Morgan, Morphis, Niblack, Hosea W. Parker ro 
C. Parker, Eli Perry, Porter, Potter, Price.’ Re. iL 
| Edward Y. Rice, John M. Rice, Rogers, Sheryw, ae 
| Shober, Shoemaker, Slater, Sloss, Thomas rh 
Speer, Stevens, Stevenson, Storm, Sutherlang’ 
Swann, Terry, Vaughan. Voorhees, Waddel]' 


additional land district in the State of Minne- | 


sota, and that the same be now passed. 
bill has the unanimous approval of the Com. 
mittee on the Public Lands, and the Commis- 


| sioner of the General Land Office says in a 
communication to me that the office is a pub- | 


lic necessity. This is a local bill, and there is 
a necessity for it to be passed now. 

The bill was read. ‘The first section author- 
izes the President to establish an additional 
land district inthe State of Minnesota, embrac- 
ing all that part of the present New Ulm land 


| district lying north of the north line of town- 


ship number one hundred and ten, and to fix 
from time to time the boundaries thereof, which 
shall be named after the place at which the 
office shall first be established, and provides 
the President shall have power to fix, from 
time to time, the location of the office forsuch 
district. ‘The second section authorizes the 
President to appoint, by and with the advice 


That | 


and consent of the Senate, a register and a | 


receiver for said land district, who shall be 
required to reside at the site of the land office 
for said district, who shall be subject to the 
same laws and responsibilities, and whose 
compensation, respectively, shall be the same 
as that now allowed by law to other land offi- 
cers in said State. 

The question was taken; and two thirds 
voting in favor thereof, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the bill was passed. 


PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. MORGAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended so as to enable me to introduce and 
have passed at this time the following pre- 
amble and resolution : 


Whereas political equality is the true basis of 
republican institutions; and whereas under the 
Constitution, as amended, all citizens of the United 
States, without regard to race, color, or previous con- 
dition, are eligible to the offices of President and 
Vice President, except naturalized citizens, who 
alone are excluded: Therefore, 

Be it resolved bythe Senate and House of Represent- 
atiwes of the United States of America in Congress 


assembled, (two thirds of each House concurring | 


therein,) That the following proposed article be 


submitted for ratification to the Legislatures of the | 
States, and when ratified by three fourths of the || 


same, shall be declared a part of the Constitution: 
ARTICLE —. 

Section 1. Naturalized citizens who have attained 

the age of thirty-five years, and have resided four- 

teen years in the United rates, are hereby declared 


— to the offices of President and Vice Presi- 
ent. 


The question was upon suspending the rules 
and passing the joint resolution. 

Mr. MORGAN. Upon that question I cali 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were— 
yeas 90, nays 75, not voting 74; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Archer, Arthur, Beatty, 





| 








Warren, Wells, Whiteley, Whitthorne, 
Young—90. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Averill, Banks, Barber 
Barry, Beveridge, Bigby, Bingham, Austin Blai; 
George M. Brooks, Buflinton, Burdett, Roderick R. 
Butler, William T. Clarke, Cobb, Darrall, Dawes’ 
Donnan, Eames, Wilder D. Foster, Garfield, Hale’ 
Hawley, John W. Hazleton, Hoar, Houghton, Kei. 
ley, Lowe, Maynard, McGrew, McJunkin, Merey; 
Merriam, Monroe, Moore, Leonard Myers, : 
Packard, Palmer, Peck, Pendleton, Perce, , : 
Perry, Platt, Poland, Rainey, Ritchie, lis 
Roberts, Sargent, Sawyer, Seeley, Sessions, Shanks. 
Shellabarger, John A.Smith, Worthington C. siyjth’ 
Snapp, Snyder, Sprague, Stoughton, Stowell, Tafe 
Washington Townsend, Turner, T'wichell, Upson’ 
Wakeman, Walden, Waldron, Wallace, Wall: 
Wheeler, Willard, Williams of Indiana, and Johy {" 


Wood, and 


u, 


Wilson—75. 

NOT VOTING — Messrs. Adams, Ames, Barnum 
Biggs, James Brooks, Buckley, Benjamin F. Butler 
Caldwell, Campbell, Carroll, Freeman Clarke. (o. 
burn, Creely, Critcher, Davis, De Large, Dickey 
Edwards, Elliott, Ely, Forker, Henry D. Foster’ 
Frye, Halsey, Hambleton, Harmer, George E. Harris 
Havens, Hays, Gerry W. Hazleton, Hill, Holman: 
Hooper, Kellogg, Kendall, Ketcham, Killinger, 
Kinsella, Lamport, Lansing, Lewis, Lynch. Me- 
Crary, McKee, McKinney, Merrick, Mitchel!, Morey, 
Negley, Packer, Peters, Prindle, Randall, William 
R. Roberts, Robinson, Roosevelt, Rusk. Scofield, 
Sheldon, Slocum, H. Boardman Smith, R. Milton 
Speer, Starkweather, Strong, St. John, Sypber, 
Thomas, Dwight Townsend, Tuthill, Tyner, Van 
Trump, Williams of New York, Jeremiah M. Wil- 
son, and Winchester—74 . 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) 
the rules were not suspended. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 

Mr. WHITELEY moved to suspend the rules, 
so as to introduce and pass a bill to relieve 
certain persons of Georgia from political dis- 
abilities. ; 

The bill, which was read, removes from the 
following-named persons all legal and political 
disabilities imposed by the third section of the 
fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States: Herschel V. Johnson, of 
Jefferson county; William B. Fieming, of 
Chatham county; Hardy G. Crawford, of 
Decatur county; Byron B. Bower, of Decatur 
county; Jack Brown, of Sumter county; 
George Kimbrough, of Lee county; and A. H. 
Hansell, of Thomas county. 

The motion to suspend the rules was agreed 
to, (two thirds voting in favor thereof;) and so 
the bill (H. R. No, 1182) was introduced and 
passed. 


CONSULAR SERVICE, ETC. 


Mr. COX. Iaskunanimousconsent to sub- 
mit the resolution which I send to the Clerk. 
The Clerk read as fellows: 


Resolved, 1. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and is hereby, directed to transmit to this House 
copies of all reports and correspondence received 
and on file at the Treasury Department, from each 
and all the agents appointed under the act of Con- 
gress to advise, inspect, or superintend the consular 
and commercial agents of the United States. 

2. That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform this House if, in his opinion, any further 
legislation by Congress is needed to enable the con- 
sular and commercial agents of the United States 
in foreign countries to ascertain and report the true 
market value of merchandise exported from their 
respective consular or commercial districts and im- 
ported into the United States, and to protect the 
customs revenue by requiring that such agents shall 
not certify to the correctness of invoices of such 
merchandise, as required by the act of Congress ap- 
proved March 3, 1863, till they are satisfied, by per- 
sonal inspection or otherwise, that the valuation 1D 
said invoices is correct and true. 

3. That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform this House how many of the consular and 
commercial agents of the United States abroad either 
speak or write the language of the country in which 
their districts are situated, and the language in 
which the commercial business therein is chiefly 
carried on, ; 

4, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to furnish to this House a statement of the fecs 
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received in gold or silver, or its equivalent, durin 

the Last fiseal year, by each consular and commercia 
swent of the United States, for certifying invoices 
and all other official acts. 

Mr. BANKS. I move that this resolution be 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
It certainly ought not to be acted on now. 

Mr. COX. ~ a. 
adopted. It will facilitate a fair examination 
aud discussion of the consular and diplomatic 
pill when it Comes up. 

Mr. BANKS. The gentleman from New 
York ought not to press upon the House, under 
, motion to suspend the rules, without any 
Jiscussion, a resolution so important as this 
may be. 

Mr. COX. If I should send this resolu- 
tion to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, I 
fear it would share about the same fate as my 
resolution in regard to Cuban belligerency. 
We should never hear of it again, I am afraid. 

Mr. BANKS. . The gentleman from New 


York must understand perfectly well that it is | 


not expected even by him that every resolu- 
tion he offers isto be considered by the House. 
(Laughter.] It is only three or four days since 
we received a message from the President in 
regard to Cuban affairs, giving us the corre- 
spondence between the Spanish Government 
and our own upon that subject. Itis impos- 
sible for the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
even to consider all these propositions. ‘The 


gentleman from New York must know that | 


perfectly well. 

Mr. COX. 
gentleman’s explanation of that matter. The 
present resolution relates to a matter of com- 
merce and a matter of figures. The inform- 
ation which it calls for is indispensable to a 
correct understanding of the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill which will shortly 
come before us. 

Mr. BANKS. But the resolution covers so 
much ground that it certainly ought not to be 
adopted at this time. 

Mr. COX. 
that he will report back this resolution when 


I hope the resolution will be | 


I am very glad to hear the | 


1 
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| 
ler, of Mississippi; which was read a first and | Mr. POTTER. I think the gentleman from 


the Judiciary. 


WOOD END BAR, MASSACHUSETTS. 

Mr. BUFFINTON, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


| directed to report to this House upon the necessity 


| and the expediency of establishing a light to mark 


the shoals known as **Wood End bar,” in Province- 
town, Massachusetts. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. WALLACE, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 1184) to remove 
disabilities from certain citizens of South 


| Carolina therein named; which was read a 


first and second time. 
The bill, which was read, provides that the 


| second time, and referred to the Committee on | Indiana voted to increase the number of mem- 


|| bers in this House to two hundred and eighty- 


legal and political disabilities imposed by the | 


| fourteenth article of amendment to the Con- 


stitution of the United States be removed from 


| Samuel McAlily, James B. McCants, John R. 
| Alexander, John R. Wallace, and Charles B. 


Brice, all of South Carolina. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and || 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 


| accordingly read the third time, and, twothirds | 


If the gentleman will say to me | 


the committee shall next be called, I will | 


myself move its reference; but [ do not want 
to send it to the committee and have it die 
there. 

Mr. MAYNARD. How much clerical labor 
will be required for the execution of this reso- 
lution? 

Mr. COX. The answer need not cover ten 
nages, 


Mr. MAYNARD. 


How many clerks would 


have to be employed, and how much time | 


occupied in making up the answer? 

Mr. COX. ‘Two clerks as smart as the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee can do it in an hour. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Suppose they are like 
my friend from New York? 
: Mr. COX. Then it might take three or four 
ours, 

Mr. BANKS. I think we had better have 
the matter referred. 

The SPEAKER. 
debatable. 

_Mr. BANKS. [I shall object to the resolu- 
tion unless it be referred. 

Mr. COX. I move to suspend the rules so 
as to introduce and pass the resolution. 

The question having been taken, 

The SPEAKER said: By the sound, two 
thirds have not voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. COX. I will not trouble the House 


The question is not 


further with the motion to suspend the rules, | 
but will consent to the reference if the geutle- | 
man from Massachusetts will promise to see | 


that the resolution is reported back. 

Mr. BANKS. Certainly it shall be reported 
upon. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


MRS. E. MILLER. 


Mr. PERCE, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1183) transferring to 
the Court of Claims the claim of Mrs. E. Mil- 





voting in favor thereof, passed. 
STIIIPPING INTERESTS. 
Mr. HALE, by unanimous consent, was 


granted leave to print in the Globe the re- || 


mainder of bis remarks on American shipping. 
[See Appendix. ] 
REARRANGEMENT OF MEMBERS’ DESKS. 
Mr. COBURN. I ask unanimous consent 
to offer the following resolution: 


_ Whereas the members seated upon the two outer 
tiers of seats cannot hear the proceedings of the 
House ; and whereas the desks nearer the Speaker’s 


chair are separated by spaces sufficiently long to | 


admit of their being placed together and accom- 
modating a much largenumber of members: There- 
fore 
Be it resolved, That a committee of five members 
be appointed to inquire into the practicability of the 
same, with the privilege of reporting at any time. 
Mr. COBURN. I desire to ask unanimous 
consent of the House to saya few words. On 
| inquiry of the Doorkeeper I find the space 
between the desks can be so diminished as to 
accommodate a much larger number of mem- 


bers within hearing of the Speaker's chair | 


than are now accommodated. I have had ex- 
perience during two sessions in occapying a 


declare that I cannot hear one third of the 
proceedings of this House distinctly. I believe 
that such is especially the case with those 
members who sit on the outer corners. Last 
summer the floor of the House was all taken 
up, and the aisles were put upon a level 
with the floor. These aisles are very wide, 
and there is no doubt the desks could be so 
crowded together by lessening the width of the 
aisles, or doing away with some of them alto- 
gether, so as to accommodate the members 
now sitting on the outer rows with seats within 
hearivg of the Speaker's chair. All | desire 
is that the subject may be referred to a select 
committee to inquire into the practicability 
of making the arrangement proposed for the 
better accommodation of the members of the 
House. I demand the previous question. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 


seat at the outer tier of desks, and | verily | 


three. 
them ? 
Mr. COBURN. When that increase takes 
place we can require that two members shall 
sit at one desk, and if the House is not large 
enough we can do away with the desks alto- 
gether. I will modify my resolution by striking 
out the select committee, and making it the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 
one hundred and seventeen, noes not counted. 
So the resolution was adopted. 


How did he propose to accommodate 


ROTUNDA. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, took the floor. 

Mr. WOOD. lL ask the gentleman to yield 
to me to offer a resolution. 3 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. TI will yield to 
the gentleman from New York for the last 
time. 


Mr. WOOD. I ask unanimous consent to 


| submit the following resolution : 


Resolved. Thatthe joint Committee on the Library 
be requested to inquire into the expediency of hav- 
ing the keys or explanatory cards replaced to the 
paintings in the Rotunda of the Capitol. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
to make it an order. 

Mr. WOOD. I should like it better to have 
it so changed. 


Mr. MAYNARD. 


Change it so as 


| would suggest to the 


| gentleman from New York that he amend his 


resolution by making it more general. There 
are various fresco paintings to which it should 
be made to apply. 

Mr. WOOD. I will state that originally, 
when these paintings were placed in the Ro 
tunda, each of them had its key or explanation 
eard. These remained there for a number of 
years, until finally they have all disappeared 
except one. ‘The object of this resolution is 
to give the committee power to replace them. 
1 accept the modification suggested by the 
gentleman from ‘Tennessee, [ Mr. Maynarv. ] 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman mod- 
ify his resolution so as to make it peremptory ? 

Mr. WOOD. I desire the resolution to pass 
as originally presented, with the modification 
as suggested by the gentleman from Tennessee. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The resolution as modi 
fied will be again reported. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, Thatthe joint Committee on the Library 
be requested to inquire into the expediency of hav- 
ing the keys or explanation cards replaced to the 


paintings in the Rotunda of the Capitol, and to such 
others as the committee may deem proper. 


The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 

LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to ask 
the consent of the House that the legislative 


| appropriation bill, made a special order for 
| to-morrow after the morning hour, be consid 


| ered in order in Committee of the 


| order on the bill. 


| of legislation. 


that the inquiry be referred to the Committee |; 


on Public Buildings and Grounds, which has 
already been appointed, 

Mr. COBUKN. Iam willing to accept that 
suggestion of the Chair. 

Mr. WOOD. Does this resolution carry 
with it the power to do this thing, or is the 
committee to report back to the House the 
result of its investigation ? 

The SPEAKER. It merely refers the in- 
quiry to the committee, with leave to refer back 
at any time. 


Mr. COBURN. 


I do not object to this 


inquiry going to the Committee on Public }| ances under certain circumstances. 


| Buildings and Grounds. 


Whole. 
Several gentlemen have reserved points of 
I will call the attention of 
the gentlemen who have reserved points of 
order on the bill to this, that there are but 
four things in the bill that have the character 
I can explain in a moment 
what they are. 

At page 7 the bill provides that the Clerk of 
the Heete shall make up a statement of all 
the expenditures of the House at the close of 
each fiscal year, so that he may make the same 
showing in the closing of his accounts as other 
Departments of the Government are required 
to do. That, of course, is a piece of legis- 
lation. ‘Thesecond legislative clause in the bill 


| is found on page 21, and limits the salarics of 


collectors of internal revenue to $4,500 a year. 
They are not now so limited. Their com- 
pensation and allowances are now limited to 


| $5,000, but the law provides that the Secretary 


of the Treasury may make additional allow- 
The com- 


\| mittee have added a clause which requires that 
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the whole compensation, salary and all in: | 
cluded, should not exceed $4,500, believing | 
that with the reduced duties now helonging to 
the Internal Revenue Bureau that amount is 
he next item is the discontinuance 

f the Carson City mint, with a proviso to turn 
it over to the S ‘cretary of the Treasury, to be 
used for other purposes as a public building. 
[he fourth and last item of a legislative char- | 
ncter is found on the last page of the bill, and | 


enough. 


in a brief section, which provides that claims || 


arising out of vouchers shall not be consid- 

ered good unless presented within seven years | 
from the time they accrue; and it is provided | 
that this shall take effect from the Ist of 

January, 
now presented may be presented, and after 
that time no voucher that is more than seven 
years old shall be regarded as good. In other 


tion to the presentation of claims growing out 
of the war. The Secretary of the Treasury 
sent word to u 
were coming in that were suspected of being 
manufactured, and which were dated back in 
old times; and furthermore, the older a voucher 
became the more difficult it was to use it. 


‘These are the only pieces of legislation in the | 


ill, and L ask that they be considered in order. 

fhe SPEAKER. The bill( H. R. No, 1060) 
making appropriations for the legislative, 
and judicial expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending June 30, 1873, 
and for other purposes, 
special order for to-morrow afier the morning 
hour. Points of order were reserved, so that 
all independeut legislation could be ruled out. 
(he gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Garrre.p] 
who has charge of the bill now moves that the 
rules be so suspended that when provisions 
embodying new legislation are reached in 
Committee of the Whole they shall be con- 
sidered in order, subject to the discretion and 
of the majority of the committee. 

Lhe question being put, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the motion agreed to. 


executive, 


EXPENSES OF THE JAPAN EMBASSY. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. [am instracted 
by the Committee on Appropriations to intro- 
duce a bill to enable the Secretary of State to 
defray expenses of the embassy from Japan, 
and to askthat it be now put upon its passage. 

The bill was read. It proposes to appro- 


priate the sum of 350,000, to be paid out of | 


1873, until which date all claims not | 


that a great many vouchers 


has been made a || 


objected, and no further reservation is neces- 
sary. The Chair hears no objection to the 
' gentleman from Ohio making a statement. 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The Secretary 
| of State, by direction of the-President, called 
on the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 


| Affairs, and also of the Committee on Appro- 


| priations, and stated to them that this embassy 


from our minister in Japan, informing the 
Government that such an embassy was start- 


the world, and that they would pass from here 
onward around the world with a view to 
making new treaties. The chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs stated to the 
| Committee on Appropriations much more fully 


| 
| 
| 


statement to the House on the subject. The 
Committee on Appropriations then asked the 
Secretary of State to forward in writing some 
statements touching the precedents in the case 
‘| and the nature of the embassy, and also the 
| amount that would probably be required for 
'| this purpose. A letter from the Secretary to 
the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs is here,and I hope he will make use 
| of itina moment. But the precedents are in 
this line: in 1860 a similar appropriation, the 
|| same in amount, was made for the Japanese 

embassy that visited this country at that time, 
| and during the Forty-lirst Congress we made 





| I believe the two commit- 
|| tees are unanimous in favor of the passage of 
|| this bill, the Committee on Foreign Affairs 


|| regard to Paris. 


|| and the Committee on Appropriations. I have | 


'| simply done my duty in presenting it here, and 

| I now ask the chairman of the Committee on 

|| Foreign Affairs to make any statement in my 
| time that he may desire to make. 


| Mr. BANKS. 
the gentleman from Indiana, [ Mr. Kerr, } who 


_asked if there was any understanding on the | 


|, part of the Japanese Government that the ex- 
|, penses of this embassy were to be paid if they 
|| sent an embassy, I will say that there was no 
| such understanding whatever. The embassy 
_ is of the highest character of any that has ever 
| parted from that country. Jhe immediate 


] object of the embassy is to make inquiry and 


gain instructions in regard to the renewal and | 
| revision of their treaties with the several treaty | 


Powers of the world. ‘They are not authorized 


any money in the Treasury not otherwise || to negotiate new treaties, but to ask the exten- 


appropriated, to defray expenses of the em- || sion of those that now exist until they shall 
bassy and its suite from Japan, which has || have time to inform themselves what revision 


arrived in the United States, not to exceed 
the amount herein appropriated,or so much | 
thereof as may be necessary, to be expended | 
under the direction of the Secretary of State, | 
and on vouchers to be filed in the Treasury | 
Department, and a statement thereof to be | 
reported to Congress by the Secretary of State. | 
fhe SPEAKER, Is there objection to the | 
introduction of the bill at this time? 
Mr. KERR. I do not desire to object to 
the bill, but I do want some explanation of it. 
L hope the gentleman from Ohio will state to | 
the House whether there is any precedent for 
the passage of a law of this kind by Congress, 
and whether at the time this embassy started | 
toward this country it was understood by the | 
authorities of Japan that we would bear the 
expenses of the embassy. | 
Mr. MeNEBLY. I object to the bill. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Then I move 


I hope that the gentleman will withdraw his | 
objection until I can say a word in answer to | 
what has been said by the gentleman from 
Indiana. 

TheSPEAKER. That requires unanimous 
consents 

Mr. MeNEELY. [have no objection to an | 
explanation of the bill, but I reserve the right 
to object to its introduction. 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman hasalready 


is necessary of existing treaties. The embassy 
consists of achief embassador, who is described 
in the dispatches to this Government as a per- 
son who is always in attendance upon the em- 
peror of Japan. He is accompanied by three 
vice-embassadors,° one of whom, Governor 
Ito, is undoubtedly well known and kindly 
remembered by the members of this House, 
having been present here a year ago, and there 
| are twenty-one persons in attendance upon the 
| embassy, who are the chiefofficers of the eight 
different departments of the Government of 
| Japan. They are instructed to make inquiry 


|| into the management of the departments of 


this Government, and of all the other Govern- 
ments which they may visit, which are akin to 
those with which they are connected in Japan, 
| the object being to open to the people and to 

the Government of Japan all those improve- 


ae ; ; 
‘| ments and administrations which have been 
that the rules be suspended and the bill passed. || 


most seceessful in the civilized Governments 
of the world. 


This is a special embassy. The fact that 


| it was in contemplation has been known to our 


| Government for some time, but nothing has 


'| been known of the actual fact of its anticipated 
| arrival until a very short time before it reached 





San Francisco. We follow, in the appropria- 
tions proposed by the honorable chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations, the practice of 
all civilized nations with regard to embassies 


| ing on its way to visit all the treaty Powers of | 


|| than Lam able to do the grounds for this action, | 
| and I shall ask him in a moment to make a | 
words, the section proposes a statute of limita- | 


ai appropriation for a similar purpose in | 
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of this character. Where new Powers, not 
having fixed relations to other civilized nations 


_ send embassies for the purpose of inquiry, anq 
' with,a view to make regulations officially anq 








In reply to the inquiry of | 





commercially with that country, their recep. 
tion isalways made a matter of generous reco. 
nition on the part of the Government they yjc,, 


Sit, 


| Such was the view of this Government whey 
was coming, that a message had been received || 


the Japanese of a previous administration came 
here, representing the Tyconate, or the Tycoon 
in 1859; such was the course of this Gover). 
ment in regard to the Chinese embassy, at tho 
head of which was our lamented friend, Mr. 
Burlingame; and such is now the proposi- 
tion of the State Department, with the consep; 
of the President, with regard to this new em 
bassy. Iam informed by gentlemen connecie 
with the Japanese legation that the expenses 
of the Japanese embassy to England in 1859 
and 1860 were defrayed by that Government: 
and there is no doubt whatever that the sey. 
eral Governments visited by the Chinese em. 
bassadors received them with most kindly and 
generous hospitalities. This was especially the 
case, upon my own observation, with the Goy- 
ernments of France, Denmark, and Sweden, 
and I doubt not of others. 

It was a question with this embassy whether 


| they should first visit the United States or the 


European Governments. Their friendly rela- 
tions being strongest with the United States, 
and their sympathy with our people and our 
institutions much more clearly defined, both 
with the Government and people, they chose 
themselves to come here first, and the question 
is put to us by our Government, what reception 
shall be given their embassy ? 

In aword, (I will not trespass long upon the 
House,) Japan was an isolated Government, 
excluding all communication with nearly ali na- 
tions of the outer world up to the time of our 
treaty with Japan in 1854, through the nego 
tiations entered upon by Commodore Perry. 

Since that time Japan has made treaty nego- 
tiations with the leading Powers of Europe. 
In 1859 we had a commercial business with 
that nation of $250. In the twelve years suc- 
ceeding that business has reached the sum 
of $6,500,000 yearly, and very nearly eighty 
million dollars for the twelve years since tliat 
period. The Japanese people number about 
forty millions. ‘They are acquainted with sci- 
ences and arts of civilized life. Their manu- 
factures of woolen and cotton and hemp, espe- 
cially of silk, wood, iron, copper, paper, and 
glass, have attained a great renown throughout 
the world. They are cleanly, orderly, and 
industrious in their habits—the most moral 
and refined of the eastern nations. Educated, 
they are prudent and thrifty, and advancing in 
the arts of civilization with surprising, even 
marvelous rapidity, There is no event of 
modern history more striking than the readi- 
ness with which Japan opens itself to ad- 
vantages of modern civilization. They bave 
done what we have not yet been able to 
accomplish, with all our superiority of educa- 
tion and position. They have reconciled all 
the parties engaged in the late rebellion, so 
that now the representatives of that Govern- 
ment, here in Washington and elsewhere, 
embrace both the supporters of the Tycoon 
and the Daimios. They have established 
railways and telegraphs; they build steam- 
ships; they are organizing navy-yards; they 
are preparing by every means in their power 
for the education of their people. In the dis- 
patches sent to the Government it is stated 
that one of the citizens of Yeddo, in his own 
house, has educated two thousand Japanese 
children, and has now three hundred and filly 
children every day at school in his own house. 
Education is indeed universal. Numerous 
English works are every year translated by 
competent scholars into the Japanese language. 
Their ideas of character are of an elevated 
order. They covet honors and commenda- 
tions ; but poverty brings upon them no dis- 
credit. A Japanese would as soon suffer the 
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\ocs of a limb, it is said, as to omit a ceremony 
‘a the acts of hospitality or friendship. 

‘They borrow their reforms from this country 
rather than from Europe. They havea feeling of 
friendship for us more than for any other nation, 


jecause While we have been friendly to them, | 
aught them many things, we have never | 


and t re : As 
fought them. The maintenance of this friend- 


ship and our interest in their trade is of vast 
importance to the people of the United States. 
lhe gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ket- 
EY] reminds me that the Japanese have 
adopted in the main our system of currency. 
itis of great importance for us to maintain 
this connection with them, for other nations 
will seek to win it for themselves. They 


sought to destroy the Chinese and Japanese | 
7 5 e . . | 
Governments by their navies and armies, in | 


order that they might divide among them the 


spoils of those great empires. We sought to 


open friendly and profitable communication 
with them by peaceful negotiations, and to 
impress upon them the necassity of a change 
in their institutions by showing the advantages 
of our civilization. They have accepted our 
policy and become our friends. Everywhere 
their young men are at school in this country, 
and they will go back filled with the aspira- 
tions of freemen and, animated by the princi- 
ples, sustained and strengthened by an appre- 
ciation of the habits and customs of the peo- 
ple and a knowledge of the government of 
this country, and at no distant day we will 
probably see aS great a reform in the Japan- 
ese empire as has been accomplished by any 
people in any part of the globe. 

Mr. KERK. 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. BANKS. Certainly. 

Mr. KERR. I desire to ask the gentleman 


when our relations with Japan, our commer- | 


cial relations, were first established ? 

Mr. BANKS. ‘The expedition of Commo- 
dore Perry was sent out in 1852, and a treaty 
was negotiated by him in 1854, the first treaty 
negotiated by any nation with the Government 
of Japan. 

Mr. KERR. And has this country always 
been paying the expenses of embassies of this 
kind coming from j 


Not at all. We do not pay 


the expenses of the ordinary diplomatic rep- | 


resentatives of that Government; we would 
not ask that that should be done. But this is 
a special embassy for a special purpose, and 
is composed of persons of the highest char- 
acter. Japan has sent to us the men nearest 
to the emperor, and representing all the differ- 
ent departments of the Government. ‘That is 
the reason we ask this appropriation. 

Mr. KERR, Has it been the custom of the 
United States heretofore to pay the expenses 
of like embassies from other countries? 

Mr. BANKS, Except China and Japan 
there is no country that could present the same 
question; there is none in which we could feel 
the same interest. Ithas not been our custom 
to pay other embassies in this way. All the 
other Governments with which we have diplo- 
matic communication are established Govern- 
ments; their embassies represent the Govern- 


ment with which they are connected, and they | 


come to us charged with the management of 
particular and special subjects. 


ness. 
character of all Governments, that there may 
be such a revision of the treaties with those 
Powers as may best promote their interest and 
advance their civilization. It is because these 
embassadors are to visit different Governments, 
from all of which they will receive a generous 
hospitality, that we ask this Government to 
place them here upon the same footing on 
Which they will be placed by other Govern- 
ments, 

Mr. KERR. I desire to ask the chairman 
of the committee one more question, 

Mr, BANKS. Certainly. 


Will the gentleman allow me | 


apan to the United States? | 


But this is | 
un embassy not charged with any special busi- | 
It is sent to us with a view to study the | 








| ments in this way. 











Mr. KERR. When this embassy started 
from Japan was.there any understanding, ex- 


press or otherwise, that the Government of the |! 


United States would bear their expenses ? 

Mr. BANKS. Nottheslightest. There are 
no people on the face of the earth more seusi- 
tive upon a point of honorthan the Japanese ; 
and any intimation of such a purpose as this 
would very likely have sent them to other parts 
of the world before they came to the United 
States. Thisis a proposition made on the part 
of our Government in a spirit of generous 
friendship, and upon its own motion entirely, 
taking into consideration the high objects of 
thisembassy. It is not in pursuance at all of 


| any suggestion either to or from the Japanese 


Goverument. 

Mr. HEREFORD. I would like to ask one 
question. Is there auy precedent for paying 
the expenses of any embassy or wission of any 
kind from our Government to any other Gov- 
ernmeut? Have any other Governments ever 


paid expenses of any kind whatever of any | 


mission from this Government to them? 

Mr. BANKS. 
Because our Government has been an estab- 
lished Government; and we send recognized 
diplomatic representatives in accordance with 
international law. We have never sent out an 
embassy of this character. But [| will say to 
the honorable gentleman that when we sent 
our delegates to France in the time of the Rey- 
olution they were not only hospitably received 


| and generously sustained, but they were sup- 
| plied with money by that Governufent to carry | 


on our war against Great Britain. 
Mr. HEREFORD, ‘That is because they 


Not from this Government. | 
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any such policy, if it ever were adopted on our 
part. 

| do not know how it is proposed to enter 
tain this Japanese embassy; but perhaps this 
$90,000, for the most part, willgo for the pur- 
pose of paying the expenses of wining and 


| dining the representatives of this Government. 


| Perhaps the most part of it is to go for wine 


to be drunk by the representatives of our own 
Government. [Laughter.] They are travel- 
ing through our country for their own benefit, 
to procure information which will be of ben- 


efit to them, and there is no necessity, so far 


as I can see, on the part of our Government 
why we shall pay any of these expenses. |r 
seems, indeed, to be a very strange proposi- 
tion for this Governmentto pay their expenses 


| while traveling here in this country for their 
| own benefit. 


We are told that they come here to find out 


| the workings of our departments of Govern- 


| ment. 


If that be so, | have only to say this: 
I have very kind feelings toward the people 
of that nation, and would rather pay $50,000 
to send them back to their own country 


again than allow them to remain here and 


| learn the bad management and the corruption 


| of the various departments of this Govern- 


| upon their form of government, 


ment, in order to take them back to their own 
country for the purpose of ingrafting them 
{ Laughter. | 
lor these reasons | object to this appropriation, 

Mr. POTTER. Mr. Speaker, when I first 
heard the application of the gentleman from 
Qhio in reference to this appropriation my 


|| Impressions were adverse to it. I was not 


were our allies in that war, and not asa matter | 


of courtesy. 
Mr. BANKS. It was because they were our 
friends that they became our allies. Let me 


have extended this courtesy to Chinese and 
Japanese as we did, and as we propose to do 
now. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


I will remark, 


| before this discussion closes, that the Commit- | 


tee on Appropriations have so drawn this reso- 
lution that it does not pay all the expenses 
of this Japanese embassy while in this coun- 
try. It merely puts $50,000 into the hands 
of the Secretary of State to pay such of their 


expenses while here as in bis discretion he | 


may think the courtesy of the occasion may 
require. It does not assume to take charge 
of them except to this extent. 

Mr. BANKS. I am reminded by my col- 
league that it is the custom of eastern nations 
to receive the delegations of other Govern- 
It is not the custom of the 
western nations. In our own Government, 
also, there is a precedent bearing in some 
degree on this matter. i 
tions from the Indian nations, and when we 
do we always entertain ; we gratify them with 


exhibitions of our power; we enrich them by | 


presents. It is not exactly of the same char- 
acter, but there is a necessity from time to 
time existing for extraordinary appropria- 
tions like this in carrying out our relations 
with other Powersof the earth. If we hope 
to find friends in other parts of the world we 


ciation and generous, manly courtesies. 

Mr. McNEELY. Mr. Speaker, as I made 
the objection to this appropriation, | desire 
to say a word explanatory of the reasons for 
that objection, 


aware of any precedent for it, and it seemed 
| to me extraordinary that we should be called 


| upon to pay the expenses of au inquiry set on 
| foot by a foreign nation. 


But the explana- 


| tions given to the House by the chairman of 


| say further in reply that other Governments || 


the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and other 


| things which | have since heard, have changed 


We receive delega- || 





lt seems to me to be just as | 


proper for this Government to pay the expenses | 


of this embassy from Japan, which is travel- 
ing through this country for purposes of its 
own, as to ask one gentleman to pay the ex- 
penses of another gentleman who is making a 
tour of travel for his own profit and pleasure, 
I, for one, do not wish to commit this Govern- 
ment to the policy of paying the expenses of 
embassies whigh may come to this country 
for whatever purpose. It seems to me, Mr. 
Speaker, that it is time for us to put a stop to 











| my views of the measure, and | intend now to 


vote for it. 

I understand now, sir, that it is the custom 

of the eastern nations, as a matter of courtesy, to 

| receive and entertain embassies of this deserip- 
tion and to meet their expenses. ‘The gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, the chairman of the 
Committee on Banking and Curreney, [ Mr. 
Hoorver,]| tells me that before we had any 
treaty with China the Chinese always paid the 
expenses incident to entertaining the oflicersa 
we sent to them preliminary to the formation 
| of treaties. Such, it seems from the state- 
| ments just made to the House without chal- 
| lenge, is the established usage among the na 
tions of the Mast. ‘This is, indeed, at variance 
with our usages, but inasmuch as it is the eus 
| tom of the nations of the Hast, L see great 
| reason why we should conform to it in this 
instance. All the other nations of the Weet, 
the chairman of the Committee on [oreign 
| Affairs has assured us, have adopted this usage 
in dealing with this embassy from Japan. If 
that be so, we, of all the nations, ought to be 
equally courteous, forthere is perhaps no nation 
on the face of the earth to which the develop- 
ment of trade and commerce with Japan is so 
important as to ours. It was but yesterday as 


|| it were when no one of our people went to 
must show ourselves capable of friendly appre- | 





Japan. Now we have not only a monthly line 
of great steamers to those islands, but it is 
likeiy we shall soon have even closer connec- 
tions with them. ‘The people of those islands, 
so vast in number, with all the wealth, with all 
the activity, and all the intelligence so well 
adverted to, have shown more partiality, as [ 
am’ informed, for the people of the United 
States, and more desire for closer relations wit!) 
us, than any other of the great nations of the 
earth. 

If this be so, having regard to the peculiarity 


| of the eastern character, it appears to me that 


under the circumstances, and in view of the 


} that may follow, we might well afford, as a 


| matter of mere economy, to vote the appropri- 


vast trade and friendly relations with Japan 
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I give it my support. 

Mr. BANKS. ‘The House is under the im- 
pression, perhaps, that this bill makes an 
appropriation to pay all the expenses of the 
members of this embassy. That would be an 
erroneous impression. It is rather to give 
them a generous reception on the part of the 
Giovernment. There are many expenses of 
individuals members, and indeed of the embassy 
in different parts of the country, that will be 
borne by themselves or defrayed hy the great 
commercial cities they may visit. What we 
propose 1 
to give them a generous and cordial reception, 
which will be in accordance with their customs, 
as it is with the ideas of our people and the 
interests of our Government. And we dothis 
because we were the very first to introduce 
them to the notice and the acquaintance of 
civilized nations. Holland monopolized the 
trade of Japan for two hundred years. It was 
our own Navy, under the command of Com- 
modore Perry, that opened the country to ac- | 
quaintance and to treaty relations with modern | 
nations. 

And I am also reminded by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. GarPrieLp,] that at our first 
acquaintance with Japan, on forming com- 
mercial relations with that country, the first | 
embassies we sent out were received with gen- | 
erous hospitality. Ido not wish to be under- | 
stood as intimating that the Japanese paid the 
expenses of our expedition. It was a naval 
expedition of formidable character for that | 
period, sent out to compel them to open their | 
country, by the acquisition of California made | 
a near neighbor, to the commerce of our peo- | 


ple. They could not regard us as friends. || 


We required them to abandon customs of | 
many centuries, and to enter a policy which 
was hostile to all their traditions and prin- 
ciples. We were in fact their enemy. Our 
negotiator was not permitted, in fact, to com- 
municate with the chiefs of their Government. 
But, nevertheless, when they comprehended our 
views, they opened their ports to us; theysus- 
pended their laws. 


ted to approach them. They recognized usas | 
equals, not vassals; and our fleet lay in their 

waters without the espionage of Japanese | 
guard-boats, which always had guarded vessels 
of other nations. It isfor this, and because our 
treaties have been profitable to usand valuable 
to them, that we propose a return of their gen- | 
erous consideration. ‘They did not, of course, | 
under such circumstances offer to pay our | 
expenses; but the merchants settled in the | 
country gave to our people every hospitality. 

Commodore Perry and his men suffered for 

nothing that it was in their power to give them. | 
‘They were furnished with quarters, servants, | 
rations, and all necessaries and luxuries of | 


life. it was individual hospitality, not na- || 


tional hospitality ; but we must remeniber it 
was extended to those who entered the Japan- 
ese waters upon a quasi hostile mission, with | 
the purpose of forcing, if necessary, the recog- 
nition of the necessities of commeree. 
‘The same is true of our earliest mission to 
China. Our representative was received at 
Pekin, and magnificent banquets and festivals 
on the partof residents of the empire welcomed 
theirarrival and cheered their residence among | 
the Chinese people. It was impossible to ex- 
pect the high oflicers of the Government to 
enter into these festivities, for we were then | 


as enemies among them. But they came to | 


the grand march of civilization. And we now 
propose to return this courtesy in the same | 
generous manner to the Japanese embassy | 


; . ,_s ’ | 
, On the part of the United States, i| 


il 


|| Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


|| do that. 


|| this appropriation is not made. 
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ation desired by the committee, and therefore 


to be done promptly, generously, and unani- 
mously. 

' The question was on the motion of Mr. 
GARFIELD, of Ohio, to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill; and being put, there were—ayes 
95, noes 39. 

Mr. McNEELY demanded the yeas and 
nays. 


| On ordering the yeas and nays, there were— | 


| ayes nineteen; an insufficient number, not 
being one fifth of the last vote. 

Mr. McNEELY. I ask for tellers on order- 
ing the yeas and nays. 

In favor of ordering tellers on the yeas and 
| nays, there were—ayes seventeen ; not one fifth 
| of a quorum, 
| So tellers were refused, and the yeas and 


pended, and the bill (H. R. No. 1185) to en- 


able the Secretary of the Treasury to defray the 
expenses of the embassy from Japan was read 


|| three times, and passed. 


LOUISIANA DISTURBANCES. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
| a resolution for the payment of the expenses 
of the committee of investigation into the dis- 

| turbances at New Orleans. I am not author- 
ized by the Committee on Appropriations to 


consent to have it passed by the House. 
The Clerk read as follows: 





| to pay the chairman of the select committee au- 
| thorized by the resolution of January 15, 1872, to in- 
quire into the difficulties which have arisen between 
the government and officials of the State of Louis- 
iana, &c., such sum of money as may be required 
for the expenses of said committee while absent 
| from Washington in the discharge of their duties; 


| shall be the proper vouchers of the Clerk for the 


'| amount thereof in the settlement of his accounts; 


said expenditures to be reported to and audited by 
| the Committee on Accounts. 


| I rise to object to 
| the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Then I move 


Our representatives were || to suspend the rules and pass the resolution. 
received where no European had been permit- 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Perhaps I will with- 
draw the objection, if the gentleman will show 
us good reasons for passing the resolution. 

| Vhe SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot 
He must either object or not object. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire some ex- 


! planation from the gentleman from Ohio, or 
| some other gentleman, as to the necessity of | 


| the committee visiting New Orleans. 

| Mr. PETERS. I object to debate. 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
| mitted to state, in reply to the gentleman from 


| Illinois, [Mr. Farxswortn, } that of course if | 


| the House takes back its order sending the 


committee to Louisiana I will take back this | 
But as the House has ordered the | 


| resolution. 
committee to go, and as I understand they are 

about starting, and as they have requested an 
| appropriation to be made out of the contin- 


| geut fund, I think it is the duty of the House | 


to make the appropriation, or to take back the 
order sending them to New Orleans. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I do not suppose 
| that the committee will go to New Orleans if 
If the appro- 
priation is made, it will be regarded as a fur- 
ther instruction to go. 


| the newspapers, that the difficulty in New 


| Orleans is so far accommodating itself as to | 
make it unnecessary to send a committee to | 
know us better, and to regard us not only as || make investigation. 


friends, bat their protectors and teachers in || Congress is going to do about it. 


Ido not quite see what 


| mittee goes there and investigates and submits 





the subject. It seems to me that Congress 


which has been sent tous upon so important a || might possess itself of the facts pretty nearly 
mission as that with which the embassy now | as well without sending a committee there as 


on its way to this city is charged in its visit to || by sending one. 


thiscountry. Seriously, I hope that no earnest 
opposition will be offered to the measure. 


I may be wrong about this, 


but I rose for the a of getting informa: | 


tion on the subject. The committee, I know, 


| That which it is worth while to do at all ought | 


| judge so from what I read in the papers ; 


| investigate them. 


nays were refused; and (two thirds having | 
| voted in favor thereof) the rules were sus- | 


I desire to offer | 


| some objection made to that. 
| they ought not to have borrowed money and 


report this resolution, but 1 ask unanimous | 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House is directed | 


| and the receipts of the chairman of said committee || 


i} 





I may be per- | 


Now, it seems to me from whatI read in | 





If a com- | 


a report, I cannot see what we can do upon , 





January 29 


do not want to go to New Orleans ; they haya 


| no desire to go there; but if the House desires 
| they shall go, I suppose that it is only by pass- 
| ing such a resolution as this that they can o- 
| It seems to me, however, that the difficultic. 


y¥ Can zo. 
are pretty much ended in New Orleans: | 


va ae 4 and 
if so it is useless to send a committee there to 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I shall he very 
glad to hear from the committee. If they do 
not desire the passage of the resolution I shal] 
be happy to withdraw it. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. When acommittee js ap: 
pointed and authorized to have the expenses 
of witnesses, clerks, &c., paid out of the con. 
tingent fund of the House, they ordinarily 
make a bill in items as expenses are incurred, 
and it is presented to the Clerk and paid, 
When a committee goes away from the capi. 
tal it is necessary, as a matter of course, that 
they should have some mode of drawing funds 
and paying them out, and having their accounts 
audited atterward. The Committee te Invyes:- 
igate Southern Outrages borrowed some tey 
or twelve thousand dollars for the payment of 
expenses, and when they came back there was 
It was said that 


then come in and ask the House to make an 
appropriation. I asked the Clerk of the House 
this morning if he could furnish us with some 
money from the contingent fund to defray ex- 
penses, and he told me he could not, and that 
unless a resolution of this kind were passed we 
would have to borrow money to pay the ex 
penses incurred. He told me further that the 
House is in the habit of passing resolutions 
of this kind. 

As to the propriety of going down to New 
Orleans, the committee have nothing to say 
upon that point. The House have directed 
them to make the investigation here or else- 
where, andif this resolution stands in that way, 
the committee, though at great inconvenience 
to themselves, will go down to New Orleans 
and perform the duty which the House has 
assigned them. I believe that every member 
of the committee would prefer not to go. If 
they go, they will have to leave their business 
and correspondence here, and two members 
of the committee have absolutely declined to 
serve on this account, and two others, I sup- 
pose, will be appointed to fill their places. If 
the House has changed its mind, and thinks 
that the committee need not go to New Or- 
leans, but may get all the facts they can here, 
whatever facts we do get will be obtained with- 
out any considerable expense, and the vote 
upon this appropriation will, of course, determ- 
ine whether the House wishes us to go down 
to New Orleans or not. 

Mr. HALE. I would like to ask the gentle- 
man, if he is willing to answer the question, 
whether or not the state of affairs has not 
changed since the passage of the original reso- 
lution by the House, thereby obviating the 
necessity of the committee going down? For 
instance, it appears by the newspapers that 
what is called the ‘‘ Warmoth faction,’’ that 


| is to say, Governor Warmoth, has possession 
| now. 


If that be so, I should like to know ot 
the chairman of the committee what the com- 
mittee can do when it gets down there either 
to confirm the possession of the Warmoth 
faction or to controvert it, upon what it will 
act, whether it can do anything more than 
merely to recite facts, and when those facts 
are recited, what can we do upon that recital? 
I ask this question for information, because | 
do not see myself what the committee can act 
upon. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. Some aspects of the case, 
according to the accounts in the newspapers, 
have changed for the better since the adoption 
of the resolution; others are quite as bad, or 
worse. I believe that the members of the 
senate of Louisiana who absented themselves 
have returned to the hall of the senate, but the 
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,mbers of the house who were absent from 
the hall of the house of representatives had 
a returned at the latest information I have, 


me 


iniess int 
announced that those absentees who claimed 
to have the legal speaker would appear at the 
hall of the house to-day and take possession 
of it to the exclusion of the others. 

“Mr. SHELDON. My judgment all the time 
has been adverse to sending a committee to 


Jeed they have returned to-day. It) 


Louisiana, or to the appointment of one to | 


‘nvestigate these matters here. I appreciate, 


of course, very keenly that affairs there have | 


been in a very disgraceful condition and are 
so at this time. ‘There never was anything, 
however, that Congress had a right to meddle 
with, and if they had had the right even, there 
never was anything we could do that could 
accomplish any result further than to prolong 
the disgraceful condition of things there. 

It seems now that there can be no question 
but that the State senate of Louisiana is legally 
constituted; every member whe is alive is 
there. ‘There is still some question about the 
legality of the house of representatives. But 
I do not see how this House or the Government 
of the United States is to determine that ques- 
tion. It is a question for them to determine 
for themselves, and so far as we have inform- 
ation from there, now they seem to be getting 
along rather better, or at least they seem to 
be approximating to a better condition of 
affairs there. My judgment is, that they had 
better be left entirely alone by Congress to 
settle matters for themselves. 

I did not vote against the resolution of in- 
vestigation, and I do not mean now to say 
I do not want the committee to go there, 
because there are several gentlemen here and 
elsewhere who are decided in their opinions on 
that subject, and I have simply said that | 
would notopposeit. But as this question has 
come up, 1 deem it my duty to say exactly 
what I have said to this House upon this sub- 
ject. Ido not propose anything further than 
to say that I do not think it ever was neces- 
sary for a committee to go there to iuvesti- 
gate, or to investigate here. Ido not think 
it is necessary now; and if it ever was neces- 
sary, itis less so now than it has been here- 
tofore. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. One word in addi- 
tion to whathas been said. So farasthe State of 
Louisiana is concerned, for one I am delighted 
to hear that she is nearly restored and in her 
right mind afier the late troubles there. It 
seems to me that there is little to be invest- 


igated concerning the State government of | 
Louisiana, so far as Congress is empowered to | 
make an investigation. But I willsay—whether | 


it be a prudent remark to make or not, yet I 
will venture to make it—that there is one ele- 


ment down there I think this Congress ought | 
I presume it might be invest- | 


to investigate. 
igated here as well as in New Orleans, possi- 
bly not so well here as in New Orleans. But 
the conduct of the officers of the Government 
of the United States in New Orleans, if we 
may trust public report, does need investiga- 
tion. When the revenue-cutter of the United 
States was used to carry away a portion of the 


Legislature of Louisiana, and to keep them | 
beyond the reach of its officers, I think there || 
is some ground for an investigation of the con- | 


duct of those officers and the orders they 
received in taking the steps they did. 

_ When the officers of the Government of the 
United States intermeddle in the management 
of the affairs of a State Legislature, when 
they become parties and partisans of oppos- 
ing cliques and rings, as public rumor says 
they have done—and whether they have done 
it or not I do not know—if they have done a 


tithe of what the daily press tells us they have - 


done, and are yet doing, then it is high time 
that their conduct should be investigated. If 
they have not done these things, then it is 
high time that the Government of the United 
States should be free from the odium that will 








| so justly fall upon it if these things have been 


| 


| and I believe so now. 
| to the investigation being held here. 
| investigation is to be had it ought to be held 
| on the spot. 
a farce. 





| ocrat voted for it. 


done. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
permit a question? 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


tion inquiring of the Secretary of the Treasury 


Certainly. 


whether the revenue-cutter has been used in 


that way answer all the purpose? 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


information. Butif weare to make the invest- 
igation, let us see to it in the first place that 


affairs of the State of Louisiana. 


Mr. SHELDON. Allow me a single word | 


here. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. SHELDON. I am aware that the Presi- 
dent of the United States and the Secretary 
of the Treasury are in possession of all the 
facts in regard to the action of the United 
States officers there, and it seems to me they 
are competent to manage those affairs them- 
selves, 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I do not care 
how it is brought about, but that feature of 
this case ought to be investigated. 

Mr. BECK. Iwill ask the gentleman to 
yield to me for a word. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. BECK. When the question was before 
the House last week relative to sending a select 


| committee to Louisiana I voted against it, be- 
| cause the joint committee of the House and 
the Senate appointed to look into the condi- | 
|| tion of those States was, as I supposed, the 


proper committee to make that investigation. 
The House thought otherwise. I did not vote 
against it because I believed it was not best to 
investigate the action of the authorities, State 
and Federal, in Louisiana. I thought it was, 
I rise now only to object 
If any 


Anything short of that would be 
The House ought either to revoke 
altogether the appointment of this committee 
or furnish them with all the means necessary to 
go there and make the investigation thorough. 
An investigation here will amount to nothing. 
There is no reliance to be placed in the 
reports that may be sent from Louisiana as to 
the present condition of its government. I 
do not believe either side will tell the truth. 


|| Gentlemen who read what Governor Warmoth 
| says of Carter and the other men opposed to 


him will come to the conclusion that they are 
a set of shameless plunderers. If, on the other 
hand, gentlemen will read what is said of Gov- 
ernor Warmoth and the men who act with 
him by those on the other side it would appear 
that they are wholly unfit for any public trust. 
No doubt each side tells the truth as to the 
other as far as they dare. All are equally 
guilty and equally corrupt, I have no doubt. 
When this question was before the joint select 
Committee on the Condition of the Southern 
States, in September last, as the journal of the 
committee now published shows, a motion was 
made by Senator Bair, seconded by Senator 
Bayarp, that a committee go to Louisiana and 
investigate the condition of affairs there; and 
every Republican member of the committee 
voted against that proposition, and every Dem- 
The yeas and nays are 
recorded on the journal, which is now public 
property. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Will the gentleman 
state, in fairness to the committee, that when 
that motion was made these recent events had 
not occurred? 

Mr. BECK. At the time that motion was 
made and was voted down by the gentleman 
and his friends, the convention had been held. 
The custom-house officers and their friends 
had called in the military, and the Governor 
and his friends had been driven away, as he 
stated in his public speech, by United States 


| soldiers, whose conduct he denounced most 


Will the gentleman } 


Will not a resolu- |! 
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vigorously, and, as I think, justly, if what he 
said was true. 

Mr. STEVENSON. 
events, 

Mr. BECK. Oh, no; these recent events 


I speak of recent 


| had not then occurred, of course they had not, 


but others equally disgraceful had. It was 


| known to the committee at that time, however, 
lam not now || 


speaking of the best method of getting this | 


because the auditor's report was before us, 
that the ruling party there had disfranchised 
every man they wished to disfranchise who 


| voted in a way that did not suit them, they had 
our agents are not intermeddling with the || 


their registration and election laws fixed on 


| purpose, and that they had by robbery and 


plunder increased the debt of the State from 
ten to forty-one millions; and they had added 
in the year 1871 nine millions more, being 
excess of expenditures over receipts; and the 
auditor had certified that there was not a dol 
lar in the treasury to meet this debt, nor any- 
thing to show for all this vast and corrupt ex- 
penditure. That isa part of what the record 
then showed, and still the majority would not 
look into it. The misrule, corruption, and 


| robbery in Louisiana is a disgrace to American 


civilization. If the House should adhere to 
its determination to send a committee to Louis- 
lana, it cannot examine a man on either side 
without finding that the men who control and 
manage the affairs of that government are 
buoyant with corruption, rising only as they 


rot. 

Mr. SYPHER. Mr. Speaker, I voted a 
week ago for the creation of this committee. 
I then believed that the extraordinary condi- 


| tion of affairs in Louisiana required investi- 


gation, and I believe so still. The situation 


| at present is substantially the same as it was 
| a week ago, when the resolution was adopted 


by the House. Gentlemen seem to think that 


; the difficulties are settled, that the necessity 


for the committee has passed, and they accord- 
ingly inquire, What necessity for an investi- 
gation? What good willitdo? What can Con- 
gress do in the matter? I answer that for ten 
days anarchy has reigned in the largest city of 
the South. United States troops have paraded 
and stacked their arms in her streets and thor- 
oughfares. Trade and commerce have been 
seriously interfered with. Life and property 
have been jeopardized, and all the evils of 
martial law have existed there without its cor- 
responding benefits of protection and security 
against the violence of the mob. And all this 
in the midst of our commercial year, at a time 
when our largest business houses are engaged 
in their heaviest transactions of trade, when 
our wharves and levees are filled with goods 
of every description, and the rich products of 
our fertile soil are coming to market. Are 
not these outrages upon a peaceable commun- 
ity which call for investigation? Is the entire 
business of a city numbering a quarter of a mil- 
lion people to be prostrated and ruined by a 
mob growing out of a conflict between two 
factions, both of which are a curse to the 
State ? 

Mr. Speaker, the Governor of Louisiana and 
fifteen members of the Legislature have been 
arrested by United States officials. The State 
Iiouse has been and still is garrisoned by 
armed metropolitan police and State militia. 
The speaker and nearly one third of the lower 
branch of the Legislature have been denied 
admission, excepting they pass between the 
files of armed police and militia. Half the 
senate have absented themselves, and, it is 
said, have gone on board the United States 
revenue-cutter to avoid arrest by the sergeant- 
at-arms oftheir body. And if the intelligence 
we received from Louisiana to-day is reliable, 
the leader of one faction is marching against 
the other at the head of two thousand men, 
armed with rifles and artillery, and at this 
hour the State House may be invested by armed 
men and blood may be flowing in the streets 
of New Orleans. In view of these facts do 
gentlemen think that the necessity for investi- 
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gation no longer exists? In the judgment of 
the House there was a necessity a week ago. 
f it existed then it exists now, for the situa- 
tion is unchanged. 
night the Governor of Louisiana invoked the 
intervention of the national authority to pre 
vent a conflict in the city of New Orleans 
to-day. 

I concur with the gentleman from Ohio { Mr. 
GARFIELD | that this investigation should reach 
the Federal officials. Jet itreach all who are 
guilty. 1 concur also, in part, with the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, {Mr. Bicx,}] who 
speaks of the corruption existing there. But 


while it exists among the Republicans, it like- | 


wise exists among the Democracy. 

Mr. BECK. 
the money to buy them. 

Mr. SYPHEK. ‘That ciass of members of 
southern Legislatures who are denounced by 
gentlemen on the other side of the House as 
corrupt and debased are for the most part 
men who are without legislative experience and 
unacquainted with parliamentary rules. And 
I doubt not that in many cases they have 
been improperly influenced to vote for schemes 
of plunder; but in almost every case the vile 
job ean be traced to an old and respectable 
Vemocrat as the author. 


Mr. Speaker, | am not a partisan of either | 


fuetion now disgracing my State by their revo- 
lutionary conduct. Both are criminally wrong, 
and their acts should be investigated and ex- 


posed so that the country ay know the trath, || 


und then let publie condemnation rest upon 
the guilty party. Gentlemen have expressed 
fears of provingtoo much by this mvestigation, 
and they intimate that it might be damaging 
to the Republican parity. Letme say to them 
here, that if the Republican party is to have 
an existence in the South in the future it must 
purge itself of its thieves. ‘The masses of the 
people of my State are honest, they are peace- 
able, they are orderly, law-abiding citizens. 
They ask only for protection in their rights 


and property and to be permitted to pursue | 


their peaceful pursuits. ‘bese they have the 
right to demand, and the national Govern- 
ment cannot deny them these rights. Let 
the committee proceed to Louisiana without 
delay and make an impartial and thorough 


investigation of all the difficulties, and report | 


the same to the Llouse, then it will be time, 
after the facts are before us, to decide whether 
Congress has the power under the Constitution 
to supply a remedy for the existing evils. 

Mr. DAWKLS. Mr. Speaker, Lintroduced the 
resolution upon which this committee has been 
raised. I did not do it suddenly, nor untilafter 
deliberation and consultation. L have seen it 
announced in the papers since the committee 
has been raised, that there had been efforts 
made by the Executive and other parties to 
prevent its going to New Orleans. I have 
only to say, sir, that is not true. It is not 


true that the xecutive is opposed to the ap- | 
pointment of this committee, or its proceed- | 


ing to New Orleans. Nor is it true that those 
who are generally supposed in New Orleans 
to be opposed to the Executive are opposed 
to investigation, for between the first day I 


offéred the resolution and the day it passed | 


i received a telegraphic communication from 
the head of those who are generally consid- 
ered to be opposed to the Executive calling 
for imvestigation, 


appealed to by the Governor of Louisiana to 


interfere with Federal force in order to keep | 


the peace, under that provision of the Consti- 
tution which requires him upon the appeal of 
the State Kxecutive to render that assistance. 
His reply was that there was a conflict of au- 
thority, that there were two parties there, each 
represeuting itself to be the legal government 
of Louisiana, and under those circumstauees 
it was impossible for him to respond to ihe 
one or to the other, Statements came up to 


No longer ago than last | 


‘The Democrats may have paid |, 


_ The investigation origin- | 
ated from intrinsic difficulties of the ease in | 
New Orleans, because the President had been | 


| him of one character from one side, and flat 
|| contradictions to them came to him from the 
|| other, on their face equally authentic and 
equally official. And it was because he was 
unable to decide between these that an invest- 
igation by some competent authority was ab- 
solutely necessary. Therefore this resolution 
did originate in the House, and for that reason, 
| suppose, was adopted by the House. 
Such was the origin of the resolution. It 
_ contemplated the appointment of a select eom- 
mittee, rather than the joint committee should 
| have this added to its other duties, for the 
| plain reason that this House could not instruct 
the joint committee. -If the House should 
instruct the committee it must be its own 
committee, and while I hesitate whether it were 
not better to instruct those members of the 
joint committee which are part of the House, 
it occurred to me that it was better, in the 
multiplicity of the burdens of the committee, 
that another should be appointed to which 
should be especially referred the making of 
this investigation. 

It was said by some, when this resolution 
was pending here in this House, that it was 
better not to uncover the proceedings in New 
Orleans, that such was the condition of things 
there at had better not be brought to light. 
I do not belong to that class of men, Mr. 
Speaker. I assume that both sides are 
very nearly what the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Beck] has endeavored to show, 
one side at least is. I do not know either 
| side, and do not care any further about them 
| than to bring them to the surface and let the 
| world see who and what they are and what 
| they are doing. 
| Ido not understand things have so changed 

in Louisiana that there is any less occasion 
to-day for this investigation than there was 
| when this resolution was adopted by the House. 

We are told that a revenue-cutter of the Gov- 
| ernment has been used by one side, and the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury does not know whether 
for a lawful or unlawful purpose, except asthe 
papers inform him. From the reports of the 
officials residing there, appointed on the one 
side or the other, whether right or wrong, the 
Executive is unable to decide in response to 
their calls upon him to which of them he is 
obliged, under the Constitution, to furnish a 
| force to keep the peace. Atthis very moment 
| the ‘outs’? have issued a proclamation that 
at. eleven o'clock and thirty minutes this morn- 
ing they will proceed, with the speaker at 
their head and with two thousand men under 
their command, to the State House to drive out 
those in possession. 

Sir, this is what they call upon the people 
of New Orleans to do: 

“The citizens, irrespective of rule or party, are 
invited to organize and arm themselves as well as 
they may be able, and report in force in the neigh- 
borhood of 207 Canal street, where they will be pro- 
vided with the necessary commissions and sworn in 
as assistant sergeants-at-arms. [ want’’— 

This is the language of the man who claims 
to be the speaker of the house, and upon whose 
telegram to the President in connection with 
the telegram of the other side the President 
responded that he was unable to decide which 
was the true authority. He says: 

‘I want a force so potent in numbers, and also so 
representative of the community, as will preclude 
bloodshed and insure abstinence on the part of the 


Executive from further interference with the Gen- 
eral Assembly.” 





| This is to be performed and enacted while 
_ we are hesitating here whether it were worth 
| while for us to inquire at all. 
| Now, it is charged that the Government offi- 
_ cers are steeped in corruption, and that they 
have sided with one of these parties. In re- 
_ sponse it is charged that the Governor and the 
Legislature are rotten, rotten to the eore, and 
' that it is a conflict of rotten factions in the 
State of Louisiana, involving the Federal offi- 
, cers and the Federal power, and the admin- 
| istration of the custom-house and the collec- 
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tion of the revenue. These are“the 
and this is the response of the Executive ; 

the one side and to the other. And, whilo 1 
admit, sir, that it is an unpleasant duty which 
the House has devolved upon this committe, 
I say that, in my opinion, we cannot afford 1, 

stop this investigation. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. Speaker, I voted 
for this investigation, and to raise this com. 
mittee. In doing so I differed from many of 
my political friends on this side of the Housa 
I did so, however, because I believed the; 
was a ‘necessity for something to be done ; ay4 
although it was a matter of doubt in my mind 
whether it was within the province of this Goy. 
ernment to interfere with such a local contoes, 
as is now raging in Louisiana, I gave the 
occasion the benefit of the doubt. 

As LT look upon the scene which has heey, 
exhibited in the city of New Orleans for the 
last two weeks, I think no gentleman upon this 
floor has exaggerated itsimportance. No one 
has colored the affair too strongly. And the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] 
is entitled, in my judgment, to the thanks of 
the country for the independence of his con. 
duct in moving the proposed investigation, 
He is a leader of his party, and the official 
leader of this House, and the effects of his 
measure must fall upon his political friends, 
His conduct is all the more commendable for 
that reason. 

Sir, what do we behold in Louisiana? An 
American State has been trying for two weeks 
to convene her Legislature, and trying in vain. 
She has been endeavoring to assemble the law- 
making branch of her government, and up to 
this hour has failed. During that time we 
have seen an American officer in command of 
United States troops, moving them every day 
to and from the Government barracks, interfer: 
ing in the struggle, under orders from some- 
where, until at last the mob arises and goes to 
his headquarters. It there makes a demand, 
disgraceful to them and to the age in which we 
live; asks the officer to proclaim martial law. 
The answer given by him was not creditable 
to his uniform or rank, but it was, perhaps, 
just to the servile mob, clamoring for tyranny 
to be established on their bended necks. He 
tells them to go away, or he will give them the 
martial law of grape and canister. These 
are strange events in a land of law. 

Mr. MAYNARD. If the gentleman will 
allow me to interrupt him, I will say that the 
statement he is referring to has been denied. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Be itso; but the Legis- 
lature is not convened, and somebody is to 
blame for this great seandal. And at last there 
comes this morning a declaration of war. | 
know not whether the intelligence is true or 
false ; I know not whether the Louisiana offi 
cials have acquired Mexican habits of issuing 
proclamations for amusement and not for pur 
poses of battle. Be that as it may, the good 
name of the whole country is disgraced ; public 
decency is outraged; the leader of one faction 
proclaims that he will at agiven hour proceed 
in battle array to open one branch of the Legis- 
lature by force of arms. With due military 
regard to the safety of non-combatants, he tel!s 
them to close their houses and places of busi 
ness and to keep out of the streets. This |: 
a declaration of civil war. This time it is not 
a slaveholders’ rebellion; it is a war of two 
wings of a great and powerful political party. 
Has it commenced? Who can tell me? I do 
not know whether it has or not, but if this mat- 
ter does not call for prompt action on our part, 
then 1 can conceive of no outrage on American 
soil that should challenge the attention of the 
American Congress. 

Sir, this trouble arises from the system upo" 
which Congress has acted in reconstructing tle 
South. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Before the gertle- 
man passes from this point I desire to ask him 
what Congress could do when it found tle 
facts to exist which he has stated? 
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Mr. VOORHEES. Ah, do not ask me what 
this Congress will do. E [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Well, what ought 
. 9 
. to ds QORHEES. In my judgment, it ought 
to. do many things connected with southern 
‘airs that even he, with all his liberality and 
.* ing sense of justice, which | recognize, in 
his dealing with the southern people, would 
not agree with me upon. 


ought to . . 
undone. I have been in the South this sum- 


mer in connection with an investigating com- 
mittee, and I assert that the worst govern- 
ments in the whole world, without any excep- 
tion, are th 
States at this hour. 
parable ‘to them. | Lhe; 
their iniquity, their infamy, and their out- 
‘heir law-makers are incompetent to 
With Legislatures four fifths of 


There is nothing com 


rages. 
make laws. 





} 


There is much which | 
be done which will always be left | 


the governments of the southern | 


They are unparalleled for | 


whom can neither read nor write, and who pay | 


not even a poll-tax, enacting laws and levying 


untold millions of taxes upon the property | 


of the States, what can you expect except the 
worst government beneath the sun? 

This state of things exists not merely in 
Louisiana, but everywhere else in the South in 
the States that have been reconstructed. In 
Virginia it is true that matters are not so bad, 
but she, too, has been plunged into an enorm- 


ous debt since reconstruction commenced. It | 
y | 
You have 


is the fault of a pernicious system. 
called into power an influence and a class 


which would paralyze and destroy any State | 


that exists upon earth. In Louisiana to-day 
it is acontest between two factions of the same 


party, but there is this excuse for one of those || 


factions; that it represents the popular senti- |, 


mentrebelling against unmitigated and unbear- | 


able wrongs. 
of Louisiana has crushed the people by force 
of its infamous laws, and by the imposition of 


‘The present State government | 


taxes, until the instinct of resistance is too | 


strong to be longer repressed. 


than the other, or that one party would do 


I do not say | 
that the one party in this contest is better | 


better in control of the government than the || 


other, but the Warmoth administration has 
ruined the State. 

To-day there is a debt of between fifty 
and one hundred million dollars resting upou 
the State of Louisiana and the city of New 
Orleans. 
and crime has provoked the sentiment of the 
State to resist it. You see this fact recognized 
by Governor Warmoth’s own conduct. When 
a few days since the United States troops 
ceased to pass back and forward from the 
barracks of the Government to the Mechanics’ 
Institute of the city of New Orleans, when 
they were told ata late hour from here to stay 
in their quarters, and Governor Warmoth 
found himself stripped of their support, he 


At last this administration of pillage | 


then hastened to have repealed a list of ob- | 


noxious laws, a system of infernal and op- 
preuine legislation. I say to the House that 

care litthe what becomes of either one of 
these factions, but it does matter much to the 


character of the American Government whether | 


a State shall literally disorganize itself and 
dissolve into elements of anarchy. As well 


almost might you install the Barataria bay | 


irates again upon the coast of the Gulf of 
Mexico as to allow these people their unbri- 
died sway. What the remedy is involves too 
elaborate and too vast a question for me to 
enter on now. 

Upon some more fitting and appropriate 
occasion 1 may submit my views upon that 
Subject. In my deliberate judgment the gov- 
ernments have been built in the southern 
States, if you will allow the expression, upon 
the wrong end. The pyramid stands, not upon 
its base, but upon itsapex. You have founded 
your governments upon the vice, upon the 
ignorance, upon the irresponsibility of man- 
kind; not upon the stability, not upon the 
iutelligence, not upon the classes that are re- 
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| citizens. 


sponsible for the peace, order, and welfare of || 


society, and now you are reaping some of the 
fruits of yoursystem. ‘* Do men gather grapes 
of thorns, or figs from thistles?’ No; neither 
will you gather the blessings of good govern- 
ment from a system which has brought into 
power and place the worst and most ignorant 
classesof the humanrace. I allude not merely 
to the black element of the South; I allude 
also to the opportunity which your plan of 
reconstruction gave to adventurers from the 
North, and to the vicious and corrupt of all 
races and from all quarters of the world. I 
allude to that feature of your policy, disfran- 
chisyng the intelligence and the virtue of the 
Soutn, which a distinguished gentleman from 
South Carolina, a few days ago in this Capi- 
tol, declared had made his State government 
a disgrace to the civilized world. It is con- 
fined, however, to no one State. The evils of 
your legislation are spread broadcast through- 
out all the South. it salutes the eye every- 
where. Your failure to establish peace and 
prosperity is universal. 

Sir, I voted for this investigation because I 
believed the subject could not be touched with- 
out benefit to the public. I did not 
it in any narrow partisan spirif, or merely be- 
cause | believed it would injure your party or 
benefit mine. I am not free from partisan 


vote for | 


feelings, itis true; but I trust 1 had higher | 


motives. I have no doubt that the faults of 
your system of government will be exposed in 
every investigation set on foot in that section. 


I have been connected with one, as I have | 


already said, during the past summer. Per- 
haps there are gentlemen on the opposite side 
of this Chamber who expect to derive much 
party benefit from the recent investigation 
into the outrages in the South. In this they 
will be mistaken. It is true there have been 


boil with indignation when | heard their recital. 
But when [ traced them back to their causes | 
found simply bad governments making bad 
You made the governments, and 
the consequences belong to you. 
oppressive and corrupt governments fail to 
beget lawlessnessand crime. If you expect to 
gain votes by these issues in the coming cam- 
paign, you may lay aside that delusion. It will 
not beso. While you will prove that individual 
offenses have been committed, that iu some 
instances the courts have been paralyzed and 
have not done their duty, while you will prove 
midnight scourgings and whippings, and out- 
rages of that kind, all of which I denounce 
and abhor, yet you will fiud at the same time 
that by your policy and your system you had 
all the powers of government under your con- 


When did | 


| crimes there, crimes that have made my blood || if she had contracted any debt during the 


trol; you had the courts, in which your judges 
could not take a seat upon the bench without 


taking your test-oath, and in which all the ofli- 
cials had to join him. The jurors belonged 


to you, and all the officers of the courts were | 


under your control. You will find that instead 
of their assisting to execute the laws of the 
country, in many instances they stood in the 
way of their just administration. 


You will | 


find, in the case of the Governor of Georgia, | 
| that out of four hundred and forty-six applica- 


| tions for pardon, he granted perhaps three 


hundred and fifty ; less than one hundred appli- 
cations were denied. 
i He armed 
criminals with pardons in advance, that they 


| might go into court and plead them at the bar 


and return free, again to prey upon society. 
The people of the country will find in these 
reasons which I have given powerful excuses 


|| for the evils and riots and crimes that have 


| 


prevailed, I am sorry to say, in some sections 
of the South. 
More than that, you will find taxation, the 


| worst curse of government that comes upon 


mankind; you will find taxation which is a 
scourge and a burden even when it is laid by 
a good government and laid righteously. You 


Pardons were granted | 
|in many instances before trial. 
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and devouring forms that the world ever saw, 
You will find that the fat cattle, well-fleshed 
and favored, have been eaten up by the lean 
and poor kine. You wili tind the whole land 
swept of every green thing. Let gentlemen 
from the southern States say what they will to 
uphold their State credii, yet almost from the 
Potomac here to the Rio Grande, State bank- 
ruptcy universally prevails at this hour. You 
may perhaps except Virginia, but when you 
strike the Carolinas and Georgia, and poor 
little Fiorida, and turn your attention to the 
ruined States of Louisiana, Texas, and else- 
where, you behold them living and breathing 
upon the indulgence of their creditors, who 
have not yet forced them into absolute bank- 
ruptey. ‘Their inability to meet their liabili- 
ties is well known in financial quarters, and 
they are now in many instances issuing new 
bonds to pay the interest upon their bonds 
already due. This tells the whole story, and 
proclaims that form of repudiation which arises 
not from dishonesty, but from abject poverty 
and rum. And all this has been the work 
of only six years and a half of your party 
ascendeucy. 

Why, sir, Georgia had no debt when the war 
broke out. Eleven years ago, Mr. Speaker, 
when you and I first met here, she owed 
nothing. Under the old régime slaveholders 
may have governed her; ‘* robbers of other 
people's labor,’’ in the language of the day. 


| may have held sway ;- but they did not steal 


| the public 


money. ‘They doubtless had 
their frailties, in common with all mankind. 
But from the days of the Revolution, until 
the bitter and black cloud of war fell upon 


| the land, Georgia. was so governed that she 
| had no debt; she owed no man anything. 
And when she emerged from the fiery con 


flict of war—when the rebellion closed— 


| days of the confederacy, it was wiped out at 


| the dictation of the Federal Government. 
|| that when the party in power took possession 


So 


of that State six anda half years ago, they 
took her free from all liabilities. 

But instead of having been elevated from 
her impoverished condition and restored to 
prosperity, instead of having her towns rebuilt 
and her railroads reconstructed, instead of 


| being kept free from debt and taxation, the 
| State of Georgia this hour has liabilities rest- 


ing upon her that cannot be liquidated for less 
than $50,000,000. This is the work (1 say it 
in no spirit of party bitterness) of your party, 


| the party that thought it had found the golden 


key to national success in the system of so-called 
‘*reconstruction.’’ I never believed in that 
system. It has not proveda success. It has 
proved a Pandora’s box of mischief and ruin. 
It has covered the land with men who have 


| enriched themselves at the expense of the tax- 


payers, who have broken down public confi- 
dence and ruined whole States; and it has now 
culminated in a civil strife between factions, 
which have blocked the wheels of government 
in one of the States of the Republic. 

There stands that State to-day. Perhaps at 
this moment blood is running upon her streets. 
There she stands with her citizens menacing 
each other, their hands upon their dagger-hilis 
ready to strike at each others’ hearts. [tis the 
end of six years and a half of Republican gov- 
ernment. Gentlemen, are you content with it? 
Can you go before the country and as honest 
men say ‘‘Uur plan of government has borne 
the fruits of peace, of honor, of prosperity, 
and integrity.’’ Can you say that with all the 
powers of this Government committed to your 
hands you have restored that beautiful land 
that lies under the southern sky to the pros- 
perity with which you and I and all of us would 
desire to see her blessed? Can you say so? 
Not so, not so. 

Ido not wish to seek party advantage. I 
have already said much more than I intended. 
When this committee was raised the Speaker 


will find it there in the most flagitious, corrupt, || did me the honor to ask me to serve upon it, 








, tion injurious to him-and hi 
‘on the way, he was struggling that it should 
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and I agreed to do so. I intended to go to 
New Orleans and do my duty to the best of 
my ability. Private affairs as well as public 
duties have, however, so pressed upon me that 
I have been compelled to ask the Speaker to 
some one 
who will do the work required perhaps much 
better. 

It has been said that the Legislature of 
Louisiana has not called upon Congress for 
intervention. How can the Legislature call 
when it cannot convene? Anarchy is there; 
lawlessness is there: murder is there; rebel- 
lion is there. I cordially thank the gentle- 
mau from Ma sachusetts«{ Mr. Dawes | for 
bringing the question before us in the shape 
in which it has been resented, 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. Mr. Speaker, I 
sought the floor at the time it was occupied 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Dawes] for the purpose of making a single 
statement. What bas been said by the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Voornees] may 
induce me to add 
say aremark or two. What I did desire to 
Bay before the gentleman spoke who has just 
concluded was simply this: that with that 
unscrupulous license and want of fair play 
which has characterized most of what has been 
said against the President of the United States, 
there has been said in regard to this matter 
that he, as was remarked by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, {Mr. Dawrs,| opposed 
and sought, for bad personal reasons, to sup- 
press this proposed investigation. Now, sir, 
it was by an accident that | happened to know 
personally how exactly opposite to the truth 
that cruel statement is; that when the whole 
land was ringing with the accusation by a 
portion of the press of the country of the 
character I have stated, that our distingutshed 
Chiet Magistrate was tremb|ing lest investiga- 
should be started 


relieve me, and end ih my nace 


be started, as I state to the country and tothe 
House from my personal knowledge, a kuowl- 
edge, however, which Lobtained without seek- 
ing, and by a mere accident. 

Now, then, that being said, it was all I had 
intended to say, so that gentlemen may go for- 
ward with this investigation on the other side 
of the House, with the assurance they will be 
acting in the exact line of extreme solicitude 
and anxiety and craving of the President of 
the United States. 

[am induced, Mr. Speaker, by a remark 
or two which fell from the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Voortiers,] and which he said 
with that care to avoid hardness of statement 
which distinguishes his remarks generally, and 
which I will try to imitate, to add one word 
further. He said that he would desist from 
making any statement, or rather from entering 
into any discussion of what the mischief is 
which lies at the bottom of this enormity in 
Louisiana, but which, he said, is one of the 
family which our policy has brought about. I 
wish the gentieman from Indiana had taken a 
few moments of his time in being more explicit 
on that cardinal elementary principle of bis 
which he did state, but did not define, to wit, 
that we had set governments on their wrong 
end; that we had'set the pyramid upon its 
apex. 
state what that meant in the language of the 
other side of the House. Does it mean, sir, 
that when we have put the governments ef 
these States on the votesof all the people, that 
is putting them upon their apex? Does the 
gentleman mean by that to say we shall turn 
around now and set back the dial of time and 


to what I then intended to | 


It would have taken but a minute to | 


take away the votes from any portion of the | 
people of this Republic who now hold the 


right of suffrage under the reconstruction laws 
ot Congress and the fourteenth and fifteenth 


amendments to the Constitution of the United | 


States? 
Mr. BECK. You do not do that. 
Mr. SHELLABARGER. If he proposes 


| 


that, it will take but a moment to say so. If 
the design is to lay an accusation against the 
Republican party that they have placed the 
power of voting in Louisiana with all the peo- 
ple, it will take but a moment of the gentle- 
man’s time to say that. 

Mr. BECK. [can answer the question of 
the gentleman from Ohio, if he will give me 
an Opportunity to do so. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. I cannot yield. 

Mr. BECK. I only desire to answer the 
question in behalf of my friend from Indiana. 


Mr. SHELLABARGER. When [I get 
| through with another sentence or two I will 
yield. 

Mr. BECK. TI only want to answer the 


gentleman’s question. He does not give the 
right of suffrage to all the people. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. Mr. Speaker, now 
let me say, once for all, right here, that I 


| want to know whether they propose to take 


away theright of suffrage from the black men 
of the Republic? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. No; but we propose to 
give it to the white men as well. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. If that 


what gentlemen mean by setting up the Gov- 


| ernment on its apex, then what is it? 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. If the gentleman will 
yield to me I will tell him. 
Mr. SHELLABARGER. 
but not now. 
TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
is entitled to the floor and declines to yield. 
Mr. SHELLABARGER. I want now to 
allude to the phenomena which we have seen 
lately in regard to this matter of reconstruc- 
tion to which the gentleman bas alluded. I 


I will presently, 


| say, in the light of all history, that they are 


phenomena, and that each one of them is a 
phenomenon wholly unexampled in human 
history. ‘The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Voorunes] has alluded to the late war with 
an eloquence to which I always listen, even 
now when my blood has got used to eloquence, 
with interest and almost with a thrill when he 
was pointing to the desolations of our late war. 

The first phenomenon to which I wish to 
refer is the condition in which we came out 
of the war. Ah, sir, we came out of that 
war—how? With at least ten magnificent 


| 


| States in ruin, every part and particle, from 


dome to foundation, pillar, architrave, all, 
all in unutterable ruin and confusion; and 
the problem was how would we build them 
up again. Three alternatives were presented. 


| One was to base their reconstruction upon 
|| the suffrages alone of those whose hands were 





| treason. 


yet, without a figure of speech, dripping at 
their finger-ends with the blocd of our lost 
patriots. That we might have done and ex- 
cluded all black men. Or we might have 
based the governments of those States upon 
the votes of the blacks alone. That we might 
have done without violating any of the priuci- 


ples indicated to us by the history of all gov- | 


ernments as to their methods of disposing of 
But we did not do that. We based 
the governments upon the suffrages of all, and 


the result to-day is that the leader of the Dem- | 


ocratic party in this House says that in taking 


that course we put the Government on its | 


apex. Now, that is one phenomenon which we 
had before us—that phenomenon of ruin and 
that work of reorganization, and we went at it 
as wellas we could with all the huge difficulties 
that lay in our path. 

. The other phenomenon, Mr. Speaker, is this; 
I allude to it with satisfaction and with grati- 
tude; it has reference, sir, to the position of 
that black race to whom we gave the right to 
vote. No Republican ever was found on the 


| floor of this House to declare that it was not a 
misfortune that the important right of suffrage || 
should be intrusted to ignorant men, whether | 


they be black or white. 


That is always and 
ever will be a calamity. 


Ignorance, with the 


is not 
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either in this House or elsewhere. But, gi, 


; : hun. 
dred years of slavery and of oppression ,, 


which Mr. Lincoln so grandly alluded y 
he spoke of that compensation which we my 
pay back—for each drop of blood drawn by th, 
lagh, one drawn by the sword—when a. 
three hundred years of slavery and oppression 
had done their work, and left us this pape 
ignorant by no wrong of its own, while thos 
were ignorant they were patriotic, and that ; 
the point to which | wanted to direct gentle. 
men’s minds. It unlocks this whole dithey)s, 
If the educated men of New Orleans, of Louis. 
iana, and of the South will only deal fairly 
with the uneducated patriotism of the black 


’ 
hen 


ilty, 


/men, I will venture my life on the assertion 


that the difficulties of the South will be dis. 
sipated within an hour. Their ignoranos 
makes them the more easy dupes of bad mey 
But let those who are educated, let those who 
have led rebel armies like this man Carter 
deal with simple fairness with those unedy: 
cated patriots, and the mischief will be mended, 
But the phenomenon to which I wish to allude 
is, that that ignorance is passing away. Ah. 
sir, I congratulate myself, I congratulate you, 
and I congratulate the country, that in the his 
tory of men there has not been such a phe- 
nomenon as this one—the rapidity with which 
the black men, if the Ku Kluxes wiil but Je; 
the school-houses aione, are being educated ty 
a stendard when their ignorance will no longer 
> 5 
make them the dupes of bad and designing 
men. 

Mr. BECK. In five minutes I will try and 
say all that I wish to say on this question at 
present. The gentleman from Indiana, [ Mr. 
VoorHeEss, | being too hoarse to reply to the 
question addressed to him, asked me to saya 
wordin reply. I will tell the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. SHELLABARGER] wherein he and his 
friends put the pyramid upon its apex. He 
says they enfranchise all men. That is not 
true. They disfranchised very large num- 
bers of the intelligent classes in all those Stateg 
by their reconstruction acts, and put the 
ignorance of the States over them, backed by 
needy, worthless, and corrupt adventurers, who 
framed constitutions and installed themselves 
in all the offices, usurping all the functions of 
government in those States. They not only did 
that, but after the constitutions were accepted 
by Congress, under their registration and elec- 
tion laws very few white men were allowed to 
register or vote in many of the southern States, 


| and the registrars had the right, and exercised 
| the power, to strike the names of those white 


voters in such numbers as suited them off the 
listat their will andpleasure. All the election 
officers, police, ballot counters, and those who 
certified to results, were Radicals, imposed ou 
these people by Congress. In Louisiana, ifthe 


| registrars were not severe enough, the metro- 


politan police could report names, and on their 
say so have them stricken off the Jist. Not on!y 


| did they disfranchise the white voters, but they 


generally selected asthe victims of their perse: 
cution and vengeance the intelligence of those 
States. That seemed very much like setting the 
pyramid on its apex. Congress sent down, or 
rather induced, a set of men of the vilest and 


| most worthless character, camp followers and 


bureau agents, to take possession and control 
of these ignorant negroes. They instilled into 
their minds hatred against the whites by every 


/art and wile; they made them beffeve that 


right of suffrage, is and must be a calamity, || 
and nobody has ever said aught to the contrary, || 


they would be put back into slavery if they 
did not follow the political. lead of the carpet: 
baggers. . They promised them to divide the 
property of the whites among them, and 
incited them to commit the foulest crimes, 
telling them that matches were cheap, «nd 
that robbery and arson were not offenses. 
These men were the creatures of Congress. 
Why, sir, when the people of Alabama de 


'feated the State constitution, and all the 


officers who were candidates under it in 
accordance with the law of Congress itself, 
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Congress still admitted the State under that 


| than balf in the last few years. Alabama | 
hun. constitution and put all those men into office, | 


| the reading of the dispatch, and will yield for 
owed not over $8,000,000 in 1868, now she is | that purpose. 


ty Sir, 


ON te not one in ten of whom even lived in the State, |} bound for $38,000,000. , Arkansas has in- || Mr. KERR. T desire to have read by the 
when and they have by corrupt legislation increased creased her habiliues | from 34,000,000 to | Clerk a telegram which I received just a 
must her debt to $38,000,000, from five or ‘six nearly $20,000,000 ; Florida from little or || moment ago from a senator of the State of 
'Y the millions in the last few years. nothing: to nearly $16,000,000; Georgia from Louisiana, whom | know personally, and who 
those Mr. KELLOGG. Will the gentleman allow |, five or six millions to nearly $50,000,000 ; how- || represents one of the upper parishes of the 
Ssion me to ask him a uestion? || ever, $6,000,000 of fraudulent bonds have been || State. ; 
race, Mr. BECK. No, sir; I have not time. || stopped lately; Louisiana from $10,000,000 |; The Clerk read as follows: 
- they When Georgia elected a Legislature which || in 1860, to $41,000,000, witb a deficiency of || New Or.eans, January 22, 1872. 
hat is was Democratic, the President, through Gen- || over $9,000,000 last year; North Carolina || fon. M.C. Kerr: 
entie- eral Terry and his soldiers, re-reconstructed || from, say, $10,000,000 in 1861, to nearly Condition of Louisiana fearful; Warmoth more 
Culty, that State, and put into the Legislature niue- | $35,000,000 now ; South Carolina from, say, || ee, aaeary Sars OS Same republiens gov- 
s0uig- teen Republicans who had been defeated, turn- || $5,000,000 to $29,000,000; Tennessee from || civil government. "‘Meeatndeaes Easae eee 
fairly ing out the duly-elected Democratic members, i} $20,000,000 tod 45,000,000 ; Texas from noth- || all approaches filled with armed men to intim idate 
black so as to make it a Republican Legislature. } ing to about $16,000,000, with over $5,000,000 || Legislature. Warmoth’s order to both his houses 
( P ir aa Ronee ea obeyed. Legal house still excluded, and bloodshed 
ertion The result is that her debts and liabilities, || of taxation this year, besides the most enorm- || apprehended to-day. Will committee come at once 
a dis. 2s Mr. Angier, the treasurer, shows, was || ous county taxation in all the States, and not a || and save us from anarchy? Martial law preferable 
rance $50,000,000 when Bullock left, many millions || dollar of this is for the confederate war debt; || © Present state of affairs, A ae 
men, of which have been stolen, and are forever lost | that was all repudiated, and many of the States W. F. BLACKMAN, State Senator, 
> who to the people of that State. Those two great || have nothing to show for all the millions || Mr. DAWES. Why object to sending this 
arter, States have thus been plundered by men im- || imposed by State and county taxation upon || committee there? 
nedu- posed upon them by Congress and the Presi- || them. Mr. KERR. Now that the committee has 
nded, dent against their will, and so it has been in || Now, a word in reference to the Ku Klnx || been appointed, I make no objection to its 
ullude nearly all the southern States. Virginia, it is |} and education, and lamdone. The white men || going. I want it to go quickly and to do its 
Ah, true, escaped, as my friend from Indiana | in the South are doing the best they can to || work honestly and boldly. 
2 you, [Mr. VoorHeEes] says; she never fell under || educate the negroes; they have no idea of || Mr. STEVENSON. I should not have 
@ his. Radical rule; and Mississippi happened to elect || depriving them of any of their civil or polit- || sought the floor at this time, but for some 
b phe- one of her own citizens, which partially saved || ical rights; they earnestly desire to make good || statements which have been made by gentie- 
which her fora time. In North Carolina Governor || citizens of them. That is their interest. I will || men who are members of the joint select 
ut let Holden was successfully impeached for high || give you an example of the state of things in || committee to investigate the condition of the 
ted to crimes and misdemeanors; he is now editor | Mississippi relative to the way this education || late insurrectionary States, and who speak 
onger of the Government organ at Washington city. || business is managed; that State could not go || hereas if by authority. The gentleman teom 
gning Governor Bullock, of Georgia, resigned his || into debt. \| Kentucky [Mr. Beck] has made a siatement 
position, and fled from the State to prevent || Mr. BARRY. Will thegentleman state why ||-which I wish to notice first. He says thut a 
y and certain conviction for like offenses. Governor || the State could not go into debt? || motion was made in that joint committee to 
on at Smith, of Alabama, retired in disgrace, proved | Mr. BECK. Because the constitution does || appoint a sub-committee to go to Louisiana, 
{ Mr. to have officially plundered his State by the || not allow it. ‘| and he says that motion appears upon the 
‘0 the illegal and corrupt issue of $500,000 of her Mr. BARRY. Willthe gentleman state what | record of that committee. ‘That is true; but 
say a bonds to the Alabama and Chattanooga Rail- || convention made that constitution ? || the gentleman forgets to state what was the 
from road Company; Scott, of South Carolina, || Mr. BECK. I know this, what they failed || business then before the committee. 
nd his proved by his own partisans to be a public || to make by taxing the State as such, theyhave || The time had nearly passed during which 
He plunderer, who if he escapes impeachment || made up by local taxation. A very intelligent || the investigation could be mide, only the 
8 not must buy his corrupt Legislature; Reed, of || gentleman of the name of McBride appeared || autumn mouths remaining. The funds sup 
num- Florida, willfully robbing his State by illegally || before the Committee of Investigation, a Rad- || plied to the committee were so far spent that 
States placing millions of her bonds in -the hands || ical schoolmaster from Chickasaw county, who || but two sub-committees could be sent any- 
it the of such a thief as Littlefield is shown to be; || had been whipped by the Ku Klux, and he || where. The question was whether we shouid 
ed by Crayton of Arkansas, charged by Radical || stated that in the county of Chickasaw, with || pursue the investigations in those States where 
3; who officials with all sorts of corruption and in- || very few white Radical voters in the county, || the Ku Klux Klan was then raging and red- 
selves dicted in a Radical court by a Radical grand || they had, under a most oppressive and infam- || handed; whether we should pursue the investi- 
ns of jury for the most flagrant offenses; Warmoth, |} ous act of the Legislature, built two hundred | gation where blood was then flowing, or whether 
ly did of Louisiana, if balf that is said against him by || school-houses and appointed two hundred || we should be diverted to the State of Louis 
epted his own party friends be true, is worse than || schoolmasters, at average salaries of sixty | iana, because during the summer there had 
1 elec: any of them; Browntow, while in Tennessee, || dollarsa month. He may have exaggerated the || been some irregular and improper transactions 
ved to making a Pandemonium of that State; Davis; of || number, but he swore to it, and he ought to |) there in connection with a Republican conven- 
tates, Texas, a tyrant and usurper, who is denounced | know. Itis known that these houses cost from || tion. The Democrats on thatcommiuee, anx: 
cised by his people regardless of party as a fiend in || five hundred to a thousand dollars each, and || ious, no doubt, to turn aside the inves'igation 
white human form, whose orders and acts are a dis- | teachers were employed for ten months in || from the red track of the Ku Klux, did vote 
ff the grace to American civilization—these are the || the year. Whenever twenty-five little negroes | to send a sub-commitier to Louisiaua, but the 
ection men placed by Congress over seven million | could be found living over three miles from || committee had the good judzgmeut not to be 
e who people in nine once free and independent | 8 school-house they had a right to have a || misled by them. 
ed on States; men who are loathed and execrated || school-house built and a teacher employed, || Since that time these occurrences threaten- 
if the by the people whose rights, liberty, and honor | even though their parents did not pay a || ing riot and bloodshed in New Orleans have 
netro- it was their duty to protect. Retributive jus- || dollar of tax. All taxes were levied on the |) arisen. J agree with those members of the 
| their tice is on their track; some have been over || property of the people of the county at large— | House who think there ought to be an invesii- 
t onl} taken, the others will be. Hated and despised, || nearly all white, of course. These people || gation now and there. I think we should send 
t they their only refuge, if they can escape the pen- || were miserably poor; the war had devas- || a committee to the spot as soon as they can 
perse: itentiary, seems to be in the Senate of the || tated their homes; their crops since the war || conveniently go, to probe whatever corruption 
‘those United States. || had hardly paid expenses; the little property || there may be there, and to prevent violeuce 
ng the The SPEAKER. The gentleman is out of || they had was being sold by the tax-gatherer || and perhaps save bloodshed, lor the Lord only 
vn, OF order in that remark. || to pay these Yankee schoolmasters. The people || knows what those men tn New Orleans will 
st and Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I call the gen- || could not stand it; either they or the school- || do. It is not safe to trust them. And what- 
s and tleman to order. || masters hadto leave. After giving notices of || ever violence shall be done there will be done 
yntrol The SPEAKER. The Chair has already || all sorts, they often disguised themselves and || mainly by the Democrats, the thugs of that 
dinto called the gentleman to order. His remark is || whipped the schoolmasters, who persisted in || city, who are only taking sides in this quarrel 
every clearly out of order. || remaining, and that is all there ever was of || now in order to make bloodshed and riot. 
> that Mr. BECK. Is it not in order to say that |; Ku Klux in Mississippi; and when closely [ therefore am in favor of this investigation. 
they these men are seeking a refuge in the Senate ? || examined, it was produced by just such causes || [am in favor of making it thorough, and of 
arpet- The SPEAKER. The gentleman in that || elsewhere. There never was anything political | having it made on the ground, not only to ex 
le the remark reflected upon the coUrdinate body, || in it. pose frauds, if such exist—and | do no: doubt 
, and and he knows well enough that that is notin Mr. SHBLLABARGER. I now yield the || theydo—but you will find that every fraudulent 
rimes, order. || balance of my time to my colleague, [Mr. |, transaction has had the fingers of a Democrat 
, and Mr. BECK. I will be permitted to say || STEVENSON. ] init. Every dollar stolen trom the treasury 
pnses. that the men who have thus obtained control || Mr. KERR. I desire the attention of the || of that State, if it could be found. would have 
$8. of the southern States have plundered them || House for a moment. || the bloody marks of the hands of a trator on 
1a de- till they are all on the verge of bankruptcy. || Mr. STEVENSON. I cannot yield. || its face. There is no difference in that regard 
| the Their debts and liabilities, actual and con- || Mr. COX. There is a dispatch here from || between the whites and the blacks, the Repub- 
it in tingent, have been frightfully increased, while || New Orleans which we desire to have read. | licans and the Democrats of Leuisiana, except 
itself, their taxable property has diminished more Mr. STEVENSON. [have no objection to |i that the Democrats ought to know better. I 

















: 
| 


es en ne a 





+ he 


I would I 


my abhor 


had the g ( ) ! : ae ress 
rence of all classt polit clan there. But 
| think the gentlemen on the otber side, who 
party in the i i ive had the means of 
education, the means of enlightenment, the 
means of « ation, the means of Christian 
nl t own hands. ought to be the last 
int poor ignorant freedmen for being de 
based, when that debasement is the effects of 
their ensiavement 
But there are other things to which I wish 
to allude. Several gentlemen have spoken in 
regard to debts and tafation in these southern 
States, and they have exaggerated 80 grossly 


that I am unwilling that their statements should 
gounchallenged. Tor instance, the gentleman 
from Kentucky [ Mr. Beck] says that the debts 
of the southern States have been increased 
since the war $250.000,000, Why, Mr. Speaker, 
the debts of the States, of the counties, of the 


cities, of all the municipal corporations in the 


late rebellious States, will not reach that sum. 
Mr. BECK I want the House to recollect 

that statement when the reportof the commit 

tee comes in. I say there is an increase of 


indebtedness of S$250,000,000. 
Mr. STEVENSON. ‘The gentleman counts 
from before the He forgets the 


war until now. 


debt made during the war. 

Mr. BECK. That was all repudiate d. 

Mr. SVEVENSON. No, si 

Mr. BECK. It was all re padiathd by a pro 
vision in the fourteenth amendment. 

Mr. STEVENSON. No sir, it was not all 
repudiated On!) y the rebel debt was repudi- 
ated. Take the State of Virginia if you ple ase. 
In 1870, before reconstruction, the debt of that 
State was over forty rs a ons. Now it 
than forty-three lions—a decrease 
since reconstruction ; har every dollar of this 
debt 1s the old Democratic debt of the old 
Demoeratie State of Virginia—debt created 
before the eased by interest to 1870, 


j iCSs 


war, inet 


ind decr sed since by sale of assets. 
Mr. P OR PER. The gentleman is certainly 
mistaken. ‘The debt of Virginia now, under 


Democratic rule, is $48,000,000. 

Mr. STEVE NSON. I bave the 
figures ‘| know whereof | affirm.’’ 
are Republicans 
the debt of Vi: 
against the government of 
State, I am not one of them. 


Mr. PORTER 


correct 
If there 
seek to exaggerate 
rinia in order 


who 
Democratic that 


Nor am I. 


in his seat. ) 


Mr. STEVE! NSON., I state the facts from 
official soures 
Now, Mr. Speaker, how is it about Louis 


iana? [ had supposed that regarding the debt 
of that State there could be no exaggeration ; 
but the rhetorical gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Voornees] has been able to exaggerate 
it. Jumping with his seven-league boots into 
matters which he evidently has not considered, 


he s ays ‘*The debt of Louisiana is some- 
where from fifty to one hundred millions.’ 
Che fact is it is **somewhere’’ under forty 


millions. The constitution limits it to twenty- 
five millions, and they cannot go far beyond 
ree though they may attempt to do so. The 
debt proper is $22,000,000, and to make forty 
ine Inte Ss ( ontinge nt and prospec tive contin 

gent liabilities for railroads and other public 
improvements. The constitution shears the 
whole sum down to some figure within twenty 

fivemillions. Her debt of twe nty-two millions 
includes that made to rebuild the levees, which 


alone amounts to seve nm millic yns, and against 
which no man says a word, 


Mr. SHELDON. 


Allow me to add one 
word. “Tix present government of Louisiana 
has paid, by issuing its bonds, $4,000,000 of 
flo: ting de bt creat ed by the Demoe ratic Legis 
lature elected in 1865, which, by the way. was 
the most e xpensive Legisl: ature that has sat in 
that State since the war, except the present 
Legis lature at its last session. 


Mr. STEVENSON. 


All such things are 


forgotten on the other side, if they were ever || of 
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to make capital | 


known. They quite forget that when the recon- 
government was inaugurated the debt 
was $14,000,000; add $7.000,000 for levees, 
and $21,000,000 are 
Che State of l‘exas is suid to be overwhelmed 
with debt. | have here the official statement, 
which shows that the State of Texas has now 
a debtof $1,454,887. That State has ninety mil- 
lion of land. The value of property 
there has increased more than one hundred 
million dollars since the close of the war. 
While property in slaves has been destroyed, 
all other species of property in that State are 
worth more than they were before the war. 
Mr. BECK. Does not the gentleman know 
that the Legislature of that State has given 
away to railroads, without any lien or reserva- 
tion, from twelve and a half to fourteen mil- 
| lion dollars, and that the taxation this year, 
| as shown by the books which the gentleman 
has, is over five million dollars? 

Mr. STEVENSON. I do not know what 
the taxation in ‘lexas is, but I know she is 
building school-houses by the hundred, she is 
establishing tree schools over that vast domain, 
an empire in itself. The first free 
school ever opened Texas was begun last 
September. 


4 ; 
SLTUCLEG 


accounted for, 


seres 
acres 


lay taxes toc arry on this work of education, 
but her constitution requires it, and what have 
| gentlemen who denounce ignorance to say 
| against education? So faras lam advised, no 
| aid has yet been sie in money or bonds to 
railroads, though about twelve millions have 
been promised to be properly secured. 
[ do not follow all these exaggerations, it 
| were improper at this hour; these instances 
| must suflice to show their character; but I will 
state that the figures which I have been exam 
ining and considering for several mouths will 
| show, when exhibited to this House and to the 
country, that there has been in the South since 
the close of the war an increase in the value 
of property to the extent of over three hun- 
dred million dollars. This is the result of the 
voluntary labor of the freedmen whom the 
Democrats refuse to educate, and would have 
refused to liberate, and whom it appears they 
| would now disfrancbise in order to take society 
| off its ‘‘apex,’’ put it back ‘‘on its base.”’ 
According to the ideas of the degenerate Dem- 


and the apex is formed by the people in mass, 
| Gentlemen indulge in declamation against 
| taxes in the southern States. ‘The figures 
will show that instead of taxation being gross 
and burdensome in the South, the entire taxes, 
State, county, city, and town were but little more 
for 1870 in the eleven southern States, than 


purposes in the single State of Ohio alone. 
Has any gentleman anything to say against 
| Ohio? If he has let him say it, and he may 
gounanswered. Not only does it compare so 
| favorably with Ohio, but it is not one half the 
amount levied for 1870 in the Democratic 
| State of New York; though these States are 
| eleven, and contain many millions of peo- 
ple; though they had to begin at the ground 
and reéstablish governments which have been 
overthrown in blood and ruin; though they 
had to establish systems of education and 
reéstablish public improvements which had 
been almost destroyed, and though they have 
been compelled to fight the Ku Klux and the 
Democratic party for every step of their 
progress. 

Mr. Speaker, one word as to the allegation 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, {| Mr. Beck, ] 


ocracy of these days, the base of the pyramid of 
‘| society is composed of the aristocratic few, 


|| tration. 


common | 
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| palliate them nor shield their authors. 
Of course the State has had to || 


'in this House to sucha party pitch. 
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know how many such persons are } 
State, but the number cannot be large. 
others are permitted to vote there 
elsewhere—— 

Mr. BECK. Is it so in Louisiana? 

Mr. STEVENSON. So far as I know jj 
so, not only in Louisiana, but in all the States 
Jefferson Davis is a voter; Semmes is a voter. 
Forrest is a voter. ‘The whole rank 
of traitors from Davis down to Forrest 
voters, made so by the magnanimity of th; 
country, which they would have destroyed, 
and the liberality of their former slaves, wh ym 
they would have held in perpetual bondag re 
If any are prevented from voting it zs not by 
the laws of the States or of the United 
but by frauds upon the laws. 

It is said that frauds are perpetrated in regis 
I doubt not some frauds may hiss 
been socommitted. There is evidence of them 
in several States. There will be frauds more 
or less, especially in times of revolution, 
fraud is the natural resort of weakness against 
violence, but perhaps more have been com- 
mitted in the South than should have bee; 
expected. Ido not deny them, nor would 
| huve 
done, am doing, and shall do my utmost to 
uncover, expose, and punish them ; but it js 
ny belief that if all the frauds that have been 
committed in the South, political and financial, 
from the beginning of reconstruction to this 
day, were rolled into one mass and boiled t 
the bitterest essence, and dropped in the eu 
of Tammany, it would not make the slightest 
perceptible difference in the contents of that 
cup. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to s ay that 
I do not wish to be considered as objecting to 
this resolution. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I did not sup- 


pose this resolution would stir up the members 


I demand 


7 oS all ; 


pe 
at d file 


are 


States. 


|| the previous question. 


were levied in the same year for State and local | 


that we do not allow the intelligent people to | 


vote in the South. The laws of the southern 
States do not, nor do the laws of the United 


States, disfranchise any of the people of the | 


South on account of rebellion save those sub- 
ject to the provisions of the State constitu- 
tion of Arkansas, which disfranchises those 
who were guilty during the war of violations 


f the laws of civilized warfure. We do not 


The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered; and under the opera- 
tion thereof the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolution was 


|| adopted; and also moved that the motion to 
| reconsider be laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, (at 
five o'clock and five minutes p. m.,) the House 


| adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. BECK: The petition of Buckner 
& Bedford, and a large number of distillers ir 
the sixth and seventh Kentucky districts, pray- 
ing changes in the mode of collecting taxes on 
distilled spirits and tobacco. 

Also, the petition of W. A. Gaines & Co., 
E. H. Taylor, jr., and a large number of the 
distillers of the sixth and seventh Kentucky 
districts, praying a modification of the law im 
posing taxes on whisky and tobacco. 

By Mr. BELL: The petitions of J. W. 
Johuson and others, of Moody Currier and 


| others, and of Frederick Smith and others, 
_ citizens of New Hampshire, for the repeal of 


| Valentine B. 


the tax on savings institutions. 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
Joshua Paine and 157 others, citizens of Prov- 
incetown, Massachusetts; also, the memorial 
of Simeon Atwood and 62 others, citizens of 
Wellfleet, Massachusetts ; also, the memorial 
of H. EF. Atwood and 46 others, citizens of 
Orleans, Massachusetts; also, the memorial of 
Newcomb and 50 others, citizens 
of Brewster, Massachusetts; also, the memo- 
rial of Erastus Chase and 27 others, citizens 
of Harwich, Massachusetts; also, the memorial 
of Philip Smith and 51 others, citizens of 
| Eastham, Massachusetts; also, the memorial 
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of Leighton & Co., and 367 others, citizens of | 
Gloucester, Massachusetts ; also, the memo- 
rial ot J. F. Grozier and 21 others, sbip-mas- | 
ters of Boston, Massachusetts ; also, the memo- 
rial of J. R. Baker and 79 others, citizens of 
Dennis, Massachusetts, all praying the con- | 
struction of a light-house at Wood End bar, 
‘n Provincetown, Massachusetts. ‘ 

By Mr. CHIPMAN: The petition of Dr. 
Ww, L. C. Duhamel, for compensation for 
attendance on military prisoners. | 

Also, the petition of Dr. Lemuel J. Draper, 
for restoration to the United States Navy. 

Also, the petition of the managers of the | 


National Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Orphan Home, || 
for an appropriation. | 


By Mr. COX: The memorial of William H. 
Van Nortwick, concerning the prevention of 
frauds in the return of distilled spirits and the | 
collection of revenue. 

By Mr. DOX: The petition of G. B. Don- | 
thit, a citizen of Calhoun county, in the State | 
of Alabama, praying the removal of his legal 
and political disabilities. | 

By Mr. EAMES: The petition of E. R. Pot- | 
ter and others, of Kingston, Rhode Island; 
also, the petition of the Phenix Savings Bank 
and others, for repeal of the tax on savings | 
banks. 

By Mr. FINKELNBURG: The memorial 
of the fire and marine insurance companies 
of St. Louis, concerning the transportation of 
hay on steamboats. 

Also, the petition of Henry Wagner, of St. 
Louis, for compensation for his homestead, 
taken and destroyed by the military authori- 
ties during the late war of the rebellion. 

By Mr. FOSTER, of Ohio: The memorial | 
of A. Schuyler Sutton, praying a pension. 

By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: ‘The petition 
of pensioners of Ohio, for payment of pen- 
sions through postmasters. 

By Mr. GETZ: The petition of Peter B. 
Levengood, Peter Kagle, R. B. Manger, and 
388 others, workers in the boiler-plate mill at 
Pine Iron Works, Berks county, Pennsylva- 
nia, praying the repeal of all duties upon tea, 
coffee, and other necessaries of life not pro- 
duced in the United States, and remonstrating 
against any change in the existing tariff laws 
which will abate or abolish the duties upon 
such articles as are successfully produced in 
this country. 

By Mr. HARMER: The memorial of citi- 
zeus of Pennsylvania, workers in cotton and 
wool, remonstrating against a change of exist- 
ing tariff laws abating or abolishing duties 
upon articles successiully produced in the 
United States. 

Also, the memorial of workers in steel and 
iron, and manufacturers thereof, remonstrating 
against a change of the existing tariff laws 
abating or abolishing duties upon such articles 
as are successfully produced in this country; 
also, asking the repeal of all duties upon tea, 
coffee, and such other articles as cannot be 
produced in the United States. 

Also, the memorial of manufacturers of steel 
springs, remonstrating against a change of the 
tariff laws abating duties upon articles success- 
fully produced in the United States. 

Also, a memorial asking a pension and for 
relief of Martha Conway. 

Also, the memorial of citizens in the naval 
service of the United States, of the grade 
known as mates in the United States Navy, 
asking increase of pay. 

_ By Mr. HARRIS, of Mississippi: The peti- 

tion of H. M. Thompson and others, citizens 
of De Soto county, Mississippi, asking the 
refunding of the tax collected on cotton in the 
years 1805, 1866, and 1867. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia: The petition 
of B. B. Botts and others, heirs of John Minor 
Botts, praying remuneration for property used 

and destroyed by the United States Army 
during the late rebellion. 

By Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts: The 





| petition of the Women’s Economical Home- 
| stead League, of Boston, Massachusetts, for 
the enactment of a woman’s homestead law. 
to enable women to become the owners of 
homesteads from the public lands in their own 
right. 

By Mr. HOUGHTON: The memorial of 
1,500 citizens and business men of Califor- 
| nia, asking a discontinuance of the coinage of 
quarter and half dollars, and the substitution 
therefor of coins of the value of two dimes and 
four dimes. 

Also the petition of citizens of Santa Cruz 
and San Mateo counties, California, asking the 
establishment of a post route from Santa Cruz 
to Peseadero. 

By Mr. KELLEY: ‘The petition of John W. 
| Mears, executor of the late Henry D. Mears, 

relative to a patent. 
| By Mr. KE TCHAM: The petition of Mrs. 
Jane EK. Wiltsie, praying that a pension be 
| allowed her, to commence from the date of the 
death of her husband. 

By Mr. LOWE: ‘Lhe petition of pensioners, 
citizens of Kansas, and soldiers of the late 
war, for payment of pensions through post- 
masters. 

By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of 
Samuel P. Evans, of Knoxville, Tennessee, 
late captain company A, fifth regiment Ten- 


of pension. 


By Mr. McINTYRE: The memorial of citi- 


any part of the pay of mail contractors for the 
failure of the mails caused by high water, when 


|| authenticated by the certificate of a postmaster 


or the affidavit of a reliable person. 

By Mr. MITCHELL: The petitionof J. B. 
Duran & Company and others, praying a modi- 
fication of the tariff duties on sugar. 

By Mr. MOORE: The petition of Oliver 
N. Thatcher, late a private of company B, 
ninety-ninth Pennsylvania volunteers, asking 
a pension. 

By Mr. MOREY: The memorial of citizens 
of Louisiana, praying the refunding of the cot- 
ton tax. 


Manufacturers’ Board of Trade, of Baton 


of a navy-yard at that place. 


| zens who served in the Union armies during 
| the late civil war, asking an amendment to the 
act to secure homesteads to actual settlers on 
the public domain, approved May 20, 1862. 

Also, the petition of 151 persons in the 
Union armies during the late civil war, asking 
an amendment to the act to secure homesteads 
to actual settlers on the public domain, ap- 
proved May 20, 1862. 

By Mr. PALMER: The petition of citizens 
of Dallas county, lowa, praying the passage 
of a law giving to each Union soldier and 
sailor of the late war one hundred and sixty 
acres of land. 

Also, the petition of certain citizens of Iowa, 
| for the passage of a law authorizing payment 
of pensioners through post offices. 

By Mr. PERCE: The memorial of citizens 
of Wilkinson county, Mississippi, asking the 
restoration of taxes collected upon cotton. 

By Mr. PERRY, of Ohio: The petition of 
Joseph Kinsey and 85 others, protesting against 
the removal of protection to home industry. 

Also, the petition of John Burgoyne, pres- 
ident of the National Insurance Company of 
Cincinnati, and many others, underwriters, 
praying that no distinction be allowed by law 





nessee infantry volunteers, praying an increase | 


zens of Effingham, Georgia, praying the enact- | 
ment of a law prohibiting the deduction of 


Rouge, Louisiana, asking the establishment | 


By Mr. NEGLEY: The petition of 63 citi- | 


| between the steam-pressure permiited on pas- | 


senger and on freight boats. 


Also, the petition of F. Holliday, United | 


States commissioner for the southern district 


|| of Ohio, praying the enactment of alaw empow- 


ering United States commissioners to enforce 
| the collection of seamen’s wages. 
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By Mr. PETERS: The petition of Joseph 
and Mary Darling, for arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Dearborn, for 
increase of pe nsion. 

Also, the petition of Martha R. White, for 
& pension. 

By Mr. PLATT: The petition of John H. 
Bell and others, citizens of Petersburg, Vir- 
ginia, for the passage of a supplemental civil 
rights bill. 

Also, the petition of Reuben Ragland, J. P. 
Williamson and others, citizens of Petersburg, 
Virginia, for immediate action on the tobacco 
tax. 

By Mr. PORTER: The petition of James 
A. Seott & Co. and others; also, the petitions 
of kK. & S. Wortham & Co. and others; and 
James Johnson and others, all citizens of 
Richmond, Virginia, praying that the tax on all 
descriptionsof manufactured tobacco entering 
the market for consumption be established at 


| the rate of sixteen cents per pound, 


Also, the petition of J. B. Pace, tobacco 
manufacturer, and 142 operatives, citizens of 
Richmond, Virginia, praying that the rate of 
tax onall descriptions of manufactured tobacco 
entering the market for consumption be estab 
lished at the uniform rate of sixteen cents per 
pound. 

By Mr. PRICE: The petition of Mrs. Eliza 
Peck, of Lumpkin county, Georgia, fora pen 
sion. 

Also, the petition of Wiley C. Andrews, of 
company A, first Georgia volunteers, for pay 
aud bounty. 

Also, the petition of Elizabeth Woods, widow 
of William Woods, of Lumpkin county, Geor- 
gia, praying pay for the services of her hus- 
band as an interpreter under Colonel Henry 
B. Shaw, United States enrolling agent, Cher- 
okee treaty of 1836. 

By Mr. RAINEY: The petition of Thomas 
Patton, Robert Preston, G. W. Walker, N. 
Austin, and 110 others, colored citizens of 
Tennessee, praying the passage of the supple- 


| mental civil rights bill. 


Also, the petition of the Merchants’ and |! 


By Mr. RICK, of Kentucky: The petition 


| of James Evans, guardian, &c., asking pen- 


sions for William EK. and John M. Farley, 
infant heirs of A. J. Parley, deceased, late of 
the fifth Virginia volunteer infantry. 

3y Mr. E. H. ROBERTS: A petition for 


| the relief of the New Yorker Democrat. 


By Mr. SAWYER: The petition of the 
Grand Army of the Republic of Wisconsin, 
asking that no actual residence shall be required 
of soldiers and sailors before receiving title to 
lands selected by them. 


By Mr. SHOBER: 


The petition of manu- 


| facturers, consumers, growers of and dealers 


in tobacco in North Carolina, praying the pas- 
sage of laws establishing a uniform rate of tax 
of sixteen cents per pound on all manufactured 
tobacco entering the market for consumption, 
and that said tax be paid by stamp before leav- 
ing the place of manufacture. 

By Mr. SLOSS: The petition of John W. 
Barnerand others, citizens of Colbert county, 
Alabama, praying Congress to refund the cot- 
ton tax. 

Also, the petition of O. A. Van Hook, of 
Lawrence county, Alabama, for removal of his 
political disabilities, imposed by the fourteenth 
amendment to the Constitution. 

By Mr. SNAPP: Sundry petitions against 
a change of the tariff Jaws upon such articles 
as are successfully produced in this country. 

By Mr. SNYDER: Two petitions from a 
number of citizens of Arkansas, praying to 
have the cotton tax refunded. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania : The 
petitions of Benjamin Clark, John McGhee, 


' and others, for a pension to Benjamin Clark. 


Also, the petition of W. C. Jardine, for a 


law authorizing the Commissioner of Patents 


to entertain his application for the issue of a 
patent for an improvement in cart-brakes and 
rests. 
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By Mr. TWICHELL: The petition of the | IN SENATE. } from the cemmittee appointed by the Repub. Mr. 
Home Savings Bank and others, trustees of || Tvuespay, January 23, 1872. | lican general committee of the District of Marga 
savings institutions, for repeal of tax, &e. Praver by Rev. W. T. D. Kisan..of Wasd- || Columbia to represent the Republican party sion 3 

Also, the memorial of James Truss, for pen- | . eX pe ’ : : || of this District in advocacy of the civil riphss ) Pet 
ington, District of Columbia. iad he aie a on} 
sion. nents it: is The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was || amendme nt te the amnesty bill now before t} @ Mr. 

By Mr. VAUGHAN: The petition of Mrs. read and approved ; | Senate, in which they ** respectfally and earn. and re 
Bankhead, of Memphis, Tennessee, praying : “PE ; | estly pray your honorable bady to enact int, Black: 
compensation for use of residence by United || HOUSE BILL REFERRED, || law this great yet simple measure of justice ville, 
States troops from 1862 to 1865. | The bill (H. R. No. 1183) to relieve certain || and respectfully urge upon your consideration by Uo 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Freel, of Mem- |) citizens of Georgia from political disabilities || the unmistakable demand of the great masses which 
phis, Tennessee, praying compensation for || was read twice by its title, and referred to the || of the Republican party of the conntry that Edues 
cotton taken by United States troops. || select Committee on the Removal of Political | equality of civil rights to loyal citizens should Mr. 

Also, the petition of Ellen P. Malloy, of || Disabilities. | at least go hand in hand with amnesty to those of the 
Memphis, senmnennes praying mae a PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. oe ee, ae and 4 the of the 
for use of residence by Federal troops in 1865. || TIT CAN : 7 stat a nation into war.’ ey annex to their peti. }’, Co 

By Mr. VOORHEES: The petition of Dr. ||. Mr. z oe presented s — . — || tion a series of resolutions adopted at a c to the 
C, W. McDaniel and 75 others, citizens of the |; 2605 a rele 45, 1070, hoes net acy aW || meeting, in which they say: i Politi 
State of Indiana, praying the establishment of 2 aes | - uy * ee ante ke os 4 | “We regard with distrust the apparent negicct jn He 
a mail route between Newbury and Marco, in || 8/0W Mose who have served tn the Army am || certain quarters to place the just claims of loyal Jature 
iecis noenty. in calh Diels. Navy to enter land without the requirement law -sbiding, and ontrened peaple is subordination | moval 

By Mr. WILSON. of Ohio: The petition of of settlement and cultivation, and that boun- |, te a OF disability er ¢ aon the removal Carte 

a aieeng ih Bac 7 || ties may be equalized; which was referred to || Cf Aonerican statesminnchiv. andl as wate orthy i: 
Hannah EK. Currie, praying a pension. heC ate. atta Teed | of American statesmanship, and as wanting in the whiel 

3y Mr. YOUNG: The petition of Allen || e ommittee on Public Lands, y arecnent enon of palisiank angnelay. that line the R 
Guuter, of Greenville, South Carolina, for He. also presented the petition of Gurden | fri¢ode.”” which fawns upon foes and tramples upon He 
pay for services and bounty. | Chapin, praying relief for loss sustained by ae si : f Colec 

; | the destruction of his property in Virginia; || | + bese, sir, are the sentiments © the Repub. for tl 
— ‘| which was referred to the Committee on || licans of the District of Columbia through their hiel 
POST-ROUTE BILLS INTRODUCED. | Claims. | committee. I move the petition lie on the table, i = 

The following were introduced and referred || _ He also presented the petition of M. E. The _— _— agreed to. a 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post |; Dougherty and others, first lieutenants of the || Mr. SUMNER. I also present another pe- the | 
Roads: Army, on duty as commandants of remnant || tition signed by the Republican members of pray] 

By Mr. CROSSLAND: A bill establishing || CO™paules at recruiting depots, praying the || the Legislature of Georgia, in which they ask Kren: 
‘ost routes in the State of Kentackv. || enactment of a law increasing their rank, || for the passage of the supplementary civil whic 

By Mr. HANDLEY: To establish cer- || P2Y, and emoluments to those of captain, on || rights bill; but beyond that they set forth that eign 
tain post routes in the State of Alabama, || 2ccount of their onerous duties and large re- || they are suffering from the enormities of the Mi 
nanaaly « | sponsibility ; which was referred to the Com- |) Ku Klux Klan in their neighborhood, that they the 

From Ashland. in Clay county, via Hilla- || mittee on Military Affairs. 5 have not through the courts sufficient means oon 
bee, Millersville, Pinkneyville, Hackneyville, ; Mr. PA I ERSON presented a petition cf || of justice, and they ask for additional legisla: 1812 
Camp Hill, Bradford, to Rockford, in Coosa || citizens of New Bedford, Massachusetts, pray- || tion by Congress for their protection. Con- whic 
county. _ing indemnity for French spoliations prior to || sidering the importance of that portion of their sions 

Also, from Louina, in Randolph county, via || the year 1801; which was referred to the prayer, and that it naturally belongs to the M. 
Davidson, Dudleyville, to Dadeville, in Talla- || Committee on Foreign Relations. ve Committee ou the Judiciary, I move the ref- signe 
poosa county. Mr. SCHURZ presented a petition of citi- erence of this petition to that committee. Pitts 

Also, trom Louina, in Randolph county, via || zens of the counties of I ranklin, Ray, and The motion was agreed to. the 
Wood's Merry and Mallins, to Blake’s Ferry, in || Nodaway, Missouri, praying for the reduction Mr. TRUMBULL. I have received a peti: dutit 
Randolph county. | of the tariff to a revenue basis, and the imme- |! tion signed by thousands of persons in the port 

Also, from High Shoals, in Randolph county, |, diate repeal of the duties on salt, coal, and || state of Illinois, in the counties of Marshall, S strat 
via Roanoke, Wilf’s, Higgin’s, Buffalo Wal- || P'S 160"; also, a petition to the same effect || Jo Daviess, Warren, McLean, Will, Shelby, bill 
low, to Chambers Court-House, in Chambers || from citizens of the State of Arkansas ; also, || Saline, Piatt, and White; and also petitions ® othe 
county. | petitions to the same effect from the coun- 'from Obio, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, ‘Tha 

Also, from Rock Mills, via Bacon Level, || ties of Gillespil, Hays, and Caldwell, Texas; || \innesota, and Iowa, all of them praying for B Con 
Hickory Flat, Webadka, to Antioch, in Troup also, petitions to the same effect from Copiali || the reduction of the tariff to a revenue stand: S = that 
county, Georgia. county, Mississippi; also, petitions to the same |) gr4 and the immediate repeal of the duties T 

Also, from Pinkneyville, in Clay county, via || effect from the county of Spalding, Geor- upon coal, salt, and pig iron. I move that / M 
———, to Childersburg, in Talladega county. || 8'5 also, petitions to the same effect from the | they be referred tothe Committee on Finance, of | 

Also, from Tuskegee, in Macon county, via || county of Carteret, North Carolina ; also, peti- |) and J commend them especially to the attention actt 
Honey Cut, — , to Union Springs, in Bul- || tions to the same effect from the county of Ker- |) o¢ my friend from Vermont, who seems to be grat 
lock county. | shaw, South Carolina; also, petitions to the || disturbed by these thousand of petitioners that in t 

Also, from Society Hill, in Macon county, || S2me effect from the county of Monmouth, || want to establish a tariff that shall protect all Stat 
via ———, to Huntsville, in Russell county. || New Jersey; also, petitions to the same effect | classes of industry, instead of taxing one to A. 

Also, from Crowford, in Russell county, via || {tom the counties of Albany and Orange, New |! build up monopolies and moneyed interests mit 
Hime’s, Society ill, to Tuskegee, in Macon || rk; which were referred to the Committee || in behalf of another. h 
county, Alabama. | on Finance. ‘ Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I have entire tair 

Also, from Wedowee, in Randolph county, Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Those are respect for petitions that are spontaneous, dut 
via Jordan’s, Arbacoochee, to Bell’s Mills, in || #!l covered by the yellow envelopes, I believe. || that come from the people, but when the Sen- whi 
Cleburne county. | Mr, SUMNER. I have some of the same || ator from Illinois and others become the organ Afi 

Also, from Flat Rock, in Clay county, to || 8ft in yellow covers, which attracted the || of an organization gotten up in New York N 
Copper Mines, in Clay county. | attention of my friend from Vermont, being |) that prints petitions and sends them out at its C, 

Also, from Bradford, in Coosa county, to || petitions from Massachusetts, from the county || expense, all in the same yellow-covered litera- . sol 
Mount Olive, in Coosa county. of Middlesex, and one from the county of || ture, so that we recognize them at once as nol hor 

Also, from Coles Station, in Macon couaty, || franklin; then one from New Hampshire, the || ,eing spontaneous petitions, but merely a re for 
to Tallassee, in Elmore county. county of ent also, petitions of the sponse to the demands of a British free-trade the 
_ Also, from Wetumka, in Elmore county, to |) oe pall i ve at the counties of Cum- |! jeague in the city of New York, then, sir, | 18% 
Robinson Springs, in Elmore county. | berland and Penobscot. I move their refer- || have no respect at all for such petitions. to. 

By Mr. MERRITT: A bill to establish a || @¢e, yellow covers and all, to the Committee || ‘The petitions were referred to the Committee pec 
mail route from Silver City, in Idaho Territory, || °% Finance. on Finance. wh 
to Fairview, in said Territory. | -Eeammaben wns agreed to. 2 The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair de- tar 

Also, a bill to establish a mail route from || Mr. SUMNER. I also present the petition || sires to draw the attention of the Senate. as , 
Lewiston, in Idaho Territory, to Spokane || of the Reform League of New York, asking for || the morning hour is consumed by remarks on Mc 
Bridge, in said Territory. the early passage of the supplementary civil || petitions, to the wording of the twenty fourth 80) 

iat rights bill; also, a petition to the same effect || rule, which states that all petitions ‘shall be the 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. from citizens of Florida; also, a petition to |) referred, of course, without putting a question th 

the same effect from Denver, with two hun- |! for that purpose,’’ which seems to imply 0 by 

The following papers were withdrawn from || dred and thirteen names; also, a petition to | debate “unless the reference is objecied to Be! 

the files of the Louse and referred to the | the same effect from Huntingdon, Pennsyl- || by a Senator at the time such petition, memo- to 
appropriate committee: vania. I move that they be laid on the table. | rial, or other paper is presented.”’ If object: 

By Mr. PERCE: The memorial of the Col- } The-motion was agreed to. ed to, they are then liable, of course, to be tw 

lege of William and Mary, in Virginia. | Mr. SUMNER. I also present a petition || debated. fe 

( 
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1872. 


Mr. EDMUNDS presented the petition of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Margaret Becker, praying to be allowed a pen- | 


“4: which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. eta 

lr, STEVENSON presented a preamble 
and resolutions adopted by the Machinists’ and 


Blacksmiths’ Benevolent Association of Louis- | 


I 


ville, Kentucky, asking the passage of a law 


hy Congress creating a commission on labor; | 


which were referred to the Committee on 
‘Jucation and Labor. 

“Mr. ROBERTSON presented a resolution 
of the Legislature of South Carolina, in favor 
ofthe removal of the political disabilities of W. 
V’, Coleock, of that State; which was referred 
to the select Committee on the Removal of 
Political Disabilities, 

He also presented a resolution of the Legis- 
Jature of South Carolina in favor of the re- 
moval of the political disabilities of Il. W. 
Carter and Andrew J. Stringer of that State; 
which was referred to the select Committee oa 
the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

He also presented the petition of W. F, 
Coleock, of Beaufort, South Carolina, praying 
for the removal of bis political disabilities; 


| to the year 1861, and that his aceounts have 


which was referred to the select Committee on | 


the Removal of Political Disabilities. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, presented 
the petition of R, M. Anderson, heir, &c., 


praying indemnification for loss of property by | 


French spoliations prior to the year 1801; 
which was referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland, presented 
the petition of Ann Moxley, widow of Spen- 


sented by the Senator from Ohio, praying for 
equalization of bounty and bounty land. I 
move their reference to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. | 

Mr. SAWYER. I beg leave to present the | 
petition of B. C. Pressley, of South Carolina, | 
stating that he was Assistant Treasurer of the | 
United States at Charleston, in that State, up | 


been closed at the Treasury Department with | 
the exception of the amount of about two hun- 
dred dollars for missing vouchers—vouchers | 
for the payment of interest on the public debt 

paid by him in July, 1860. A subsequent pay- | 
ment of interest was made by him to the same 
parties on the Ist of January, 1861. ‘There is 


nothing left charged against him on the books || 


of the Department except this sum, and the | 
records of the Treasury Department show that 
he performed his trust with great fidelity, so | 
much so that he received a special compli- 
ment from the Secretary of the Treasury for 
so doing. I move that this petition be referred | 
to the Committee on Finance. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORTON presented the memorial of 
the trustees of the University of Notre Dame, 
Indiana, praying the passage ef an act au- | 
thorizing them to purchase lands adjacent to | 
the university; which was referred to the | 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. POMEROY presented the petition of | 





Nathan Price, judge of the second judieal dis- || 


| trict of the Stute of Kansas, and of members 


cer Moxley, deceased, a soldier in the war of | 


1812-14, praying to be allowed a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. SCOTT. sI present a memorial largely 
signed by manufacturers of glass in the city of 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against 
the passage of the bill for the abolition of 
duties on building material entering into the 


port of Chicago, stating reasons for this remon- | 


strance, and showing that the provisions of the 
bill may lead to abuses, and be perverted to 
other purposes than the relief of the suifferers. 
‘That bill, | believe, bas been reported by the 
Committee on Finance. I move, therefore, 
that the petition lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SCOTT presented a petition of citizens 
of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, for the en- 


actment of House bill No. 660, entitled ‘* A bill | 


granting bounty land to certain persons engaged 


in the military and naval service of the United | 


States, from and after the 4th day of March, 
A. D. 1861;’’ which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. OSBORN presented the petition of Cap- 
tain Alexander Gibson, asking pay for certain 
duty done in the Navy during the rebellion; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, 

Mr. THURMAN presented a petition of A. 


C. Davis, George Potts, and twenty-four other |) oh 
| their improvements. 


soldiers, of Jefferson county, Ohio, praying a 
bounty of $8 334 per month to each soldier 
for the time he served, and an amendment to 
the twenty-fifth section of the act of July 15, 
1870, so as to allow the soldiers and sailors 
to enter the land therein allowed without the 
wequirement of settlement and cultivation; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

He also presented a petition of William J. 
McCann and thirteen other soldiers, of Jeffer- 
son county, Ohio, praying an amendment to 
the act of July 15, 1870, so as to provide for 


settlement and cultivation ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I also present 
two petitions from the same persons, and 
signed by the same number of soldiers, and 
from the same county as those just now pre- 


of the bar of Doniphan county, Kansas, pray- 
ing that circuit and district courts of the Uni- 
ted States for the distric: 
the city of Leavenworth; which wes 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. FENTON presented the petition of 
James H. Tobin, praying to be paid arrears 
of pension; which was referred to the Com- 


referred | 


| 


| mittee on Pensions. 


He also presented the petition of Helen M. 
Watis, praying a pension for the services of 
her late son, George M. Wilcox, of the New 
York cavalry volunteers; which was referred 


| 

i 

tt 

. . | 

to the Committee on Pensions. | 


Mr. KELLOGG presented the petition of 
Colonel James Belger, praying to be reinstated 
as an officer in the Army; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also presented the memorial 
Chamber of Commerce of New Orleans, ask- 


ing an appropriation for a ship-canal between | 
the Mississippi rivar and the Gulf of Mexico; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I present the petition of a 
number of settlers on the Sioux Indian reser- 
vation in Minnesota, who complain that under 
the present law they are compelled to pay for 
their property within one year after settlement, 
and by reason of the unexampled drought of 
last year they raised no crops, and the prairie 
fires in the Northwest in the fall swept off al 
They ask for indulgence 
in their payments. Most of these parties are 
Norwegians, who were ignorant of the law. 1 
hope, under the peculiar circumstances, the 
Committee on Public Lands will give this 
matter early attention. I move the reference 
of the petition to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of J. P. 
Eaton, of Mapleville, Dodge county, Nebraska, 
in behalf of many soldiers, praying au amend- 


ment tothe homestead law; which was referred | 


|| to the Committee on Public Lands. 
the equalization of pensions and bounty lands | 
by abolishing the requirements of that act as to | 


| } 


i 
1} 


| 


; > é ns 
He also presented a petition of residents 


in the northwestern portion of Platte county, 
Nebraska, praying the establishment of a post 
office in that section of the country, to be 
named Shell Creek post office; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented additional papers 


|| 


} 


of Kansas be held at |} 


of the | 


_— 


| 


| in the case of Miss Oceana Boyle, daughter of 


the late Commodore J. J. Boyle, deceased, for 
a pension; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 
Mr. CAMERON presented a memorial of 
glass manufacturers, of Pittsburg, Pennsylva- 
nia, remonstrating against the proposed bill 
for remitting duties on building-materials im- 
ported for the benefit of the city of Chicago; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 
He also presented a memorial of mechanics 
engaged in the manufacture of steel, against 
a change in the tariff on that industry, and 
| urging the repeal of all duties on articles of 
comfort and necessity not produced in the 
United States; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of crizens of 
Penusylvania, praying a repeal of the duties 


|} upon tea, coffee, and other articles, and an 


adjustment of the duties so as to encourage 


|| and defend home industry ; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Finance. 


He also presented a petition of citizens of 
| Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, praying for 
;an alteration in the mode of levying tax on 
whisky; which was referred to the Committee 
ou Finance. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Pennsylvania, praying the passage of an act 
granting soldiers, sailors, and marines who 
served in the war of the rebellion $8 334 cents 
per month for the time served, and for an 
amendment of the act of July 15, 1870; which 
was referred to the Committee ou Pensions. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of 
William J. Wright, of New York, praying the 
passage of a law granting him arrearages of 
pension from the date of his discharge; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
the United States, praying the passage of the 
supplementary civil mghts bill; + which 
| ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HITCHCOCK presented the petition 
of Jobu H. Velber, praying compensation for 
injuries sustained in carrying the mails, and 
_that he be allowed a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WiINDOM preseuted a petition of Ed- 
ward M. Williams and fifty-five others, late 
|| officers and soldiers, now citizens of Philadel- 
| phia, Pennsylvania, asking that the homestead 
|| laws may be so modified that the time the 
soldiers and sailors served in the Army or 
|| Navy of the United States during the war 
of the rebellion may, after two years’ “actual 
|| residence, be deducted from the time of five 
|| years’ residence now required; which was 
|| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

ie also presented the petition of James W. 
Olin and fifty-one others, late soldiers of the 

United States Army, now citizens of Newark, 
| New Jersey, praying for such modification of 
| the homestead laws as will authorize the dedac- 
| tion of the time which the soldier or sailor 
served in the Army from theterm of five years’ 
residence, after two years’ actual residence 
| on his homestead; which was referred to-the 
Comumiitee on Public Lands. 


was 





CORRECTION, 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Yesterday I presented 
the petition of Mrs. Mary Ann Lee. 1 see 
i that all the city papers with the exception 

of the Globe state that the petition was pre- 

sented by my colleague, [Mr. Lewis.] J 
desire to have that matter corrected. The 
|| petition was intrusted to me by Mrs. Lee, and 

i am unwilling that she or the public should 
|| be, even for a day, under the impression that 

I had failed or hesitated in the performance 
|| of my duty. I make this statement now In 

the hearing of the reperters of the dat.y papers 
|| in order that they may make a correetion of 
| the mistake into which they have fallen. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. It is correctly 

stated in the Globe and in the Journal, but 
| incoreectly in the daily papers. 
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PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. 
it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 


tion and otber papers of John B. Emerson, and that 
the same be referred to the Committee on Patents. 


On motion of Mr. HAMILTON, of Texas, 
it was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of Caleb H. 


Blood be withdrawn from the files of the Senate 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. KELLOGG, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of George 
E, Payne be withdrawn from the files of the Senate 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


PRINTING OF A DOCUMENT, 


On motion of Mr. LOGAN, it was 

Ordered, That the letter of the Secretary of the 
Tnterior, communicating, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate of the 10th instant, a report of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office con- 
cerning the lineof railway from the mouth of the 
Ohio river to the city of Mobile, be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. No. 1055) to regulate the salary 
of the consul at Tien-T'sin, reported it with- 
out amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. Rh. No. 1056) author- 
izing the survey and marking of the boundary 
between the territory of the United States and 
the possessions of Great Britain, from the 
Lake of the Woods tothe summit of the Rocky 
mountains, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am directed by the 
Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred the bill (HU. R. No. 243) for the ap- 
portionment of Representatives to Congress 
among the several States according to the 
ninth census, to report it back to the Senate 
with sundry amendments; and in connection 
with this report, there are some tables which 


[ am instructed to present by the committee, | 


and ask that they be printed in connection 
with the bill. IL hope that we may be able to 
proceed at avery early day to the consider- 
ation of this bill. 

Mr. POMEROY. Make it a special order, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Legislatures of many 
of the States are now in session, and it is im- 
portant that it should be determined how 
many Representatives are to be apportioned 
to the respective States, that they may take 
the necessary legislative action. I understand 
that in several States of the Union the Legis- 
latures are now holding over with a view of 
ascertaining what the action of Congress will 
be on this hese tables, | presume, 
will be printed by to-morrow, and [ hope it 
will meet the views of the Senate to tuke this 
bill up immediately after the tables are pre- 
sented to the Senate, so that it will understand 
the principle upon which the commiitee have 


subj ct. 


recommended the amendments which are pro- 


posed, It may be necessary, when we have 
those tables betore us, to make a statement in 
regard to them 
Mr. MORTON, 
day for the consideration of the bill ? 
Mr. EDMUNDs. 
intention to take itup. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


up at the earliest moment that the Senate will 


Just give notice of your 
Chat will be sufficient. 


consent to hear it, which [ hope will be at an | 


early day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
- reggt with the accompanying papers, tables, 
&c., and placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. In connection with this 
same subject there was a Senate bill before 
the committee, a bill (S. No. 63) for the ap- 
portionment of Representatives to Congress 
among the several States according to the 
ninth census, which I now report back, and 
move that it be indefinitely postponed. — 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. POMEROY. The Committee on Public 


Had you not better fix a | 


I shall move to take it | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


! 


— —_ _y — 


Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
892) to set apart a tract of land lying near 
the headwaters of the Yellowstone as a pub- 


lic park, have directed me to report it back | 


without amendment, to recommend its pas- 


sage, and to ask that it have the present con- | 


sideration of the Senate. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Kansas asks unanimous consent of the Senate | 
for the present consideration of the bill re- | 


ported by him. It will be reported in full, 
subject to objection. 
The Chief Clerk read the bill. 


The Committee on Public Lands reported | 


the bill with an amendment in line nineteen 


to strike out the words ‘‘after the passage of 


this act,’’ and in line twenty, after the word 
‘*upon,’’ to insert the words ‘‘ or occupying a 
part of;’’ so as to make the clause read, ‘‘ and 
all persons who shall locate or settle upon or 
occupy any part of the same, or any part 
thereof, except as hereinafter provided, shall 
be considered as trespassers and removed there- 
from.’’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to the present consideration of this bill? 

Mr. CAMERON. 
from somebody having charge of the bill, in 


| the first place, how many miles square are to 


be set apart, or how many acres. for this pur- 
pose, and what is the necessity for the park 
belonging to the United States. 

Mr. POMEROY. This bill originated as 
the result of the exploration, made by Pro- 
fessor Hayden, under an appropriation of 
Congress of last year. With a party he ex- 
plored the headwaters of the Yellowstone and 
found it to be a great natural curiosity, great 
geysers, as they are termed, water-spouts, and 
hot springs, and having platted the ground 
himself, and having given me the dimensions 
of it, the bill was drawn up, as it was thought 
best to consecrate and set apart this great 


| place of national resort, as it may be in the 


future, for the purposes of public enjoyment. 
Mr. MORTON. How many square miles 


| are there in it? 


Mr. POMEROY. 


It is substantially forty 
miles square. 


Itis north and south forty-four 
miles, and east and west forty miles. He was 
careful to make a survey so as to include all 
the basin where the Yellowstone has its source. 

Mr. CAMERON. That is several times 
larger than the District of Columbia. 

Mr. POMEROY. Yes, sir. There are no 
arable land§; no agricultural lands there. It 
is the highest elevation from which our springs 
descend, and as it cannot interfere with any 
settlement for legitimate agricultural purposes, 
ii was thought that it ought to be set apart 
early for this purpose. We found when we set 
upart the Yosemite valley that there were one 
or two persons who had made claims there, 


gone to the Supreme Court to decide whether 
persons who settleon unsurveyed lands before 
the Government takes possession of them by 
any special act of Congress have rights as 
against the Government. ‘he court has held 
that settlers on unsurveyed lands have no rights 
as against the Government. The Government 
can make an appropriation of any unsurveyed 
lands, notwithstanding settlers may be upon 
them. As this region would be attractive only 
on account of preémpting a hot spring orsome 
valuable mineral, it was thought such claims 
had better be excluded from the bill. 


‘There are several Senators whose attention | 


has been called to this matter, and there are 
photographs of the valley and the curiosities, 
which Senators can see. The only object of 
the bill is to take early possession of it by the 


| United States and set it apart, sb that it can- 


not be included in any claim or occupied by 
any settlers. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
state that the Senate have not yet given their 





consent to the present consideration of the bill. 


1 should like to know | 
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i ee 


\| : 
|| The Senator from Pennsylvania desire: 


1 80me 


| explanation in regard to it. Does he reserve 


|| the right to object ? 
Mr. CAMERON. 
Mr. THURMAN. I object. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I will not object i¢ ;; ; 
not going to lead to debate. 7’ 
Mr. TRUMBULL. It can be disposed of ;, 
a minute. - 
Mr. THURMAN. I object to the considers. 
tion of this bill in the morning hour, [| o> 
| willing to take it up when we can attend to ;.. 
|| but not now. . 
Mr. THURMAN, from the Committee oy 
|| the Judiciary, to whom was referred a } i 
(S. No. 468) to regulate criminal practice jx 
|| the Federal courts, reported it with amend 
|| ments. 
| Mr. SPENCER, from the Committee on 
| Commerce, to whom was referred the bil] (s 
|| No. 455) to amend an act entitled **An act t, 
authorize protection to be given to citizens of 
| the United States who may discover deposits 
|| of guano,’’ approved August 18, 1856, reported 
| adversely thereon, and moved its indefinitg 
|| postponement; which was agreed to. 


I make no objection. 


j 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| 





|| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| was referred the bill (H. R. No. 166) to amend 
| an act entitled ‘‘An act to authorize protection 
|| to be given to citizens of the United States who 
may discover deposits of guano,’’ approved 
August 18, 1856, reported it without amend. 
| ment. 
Mr. OSBORN, from the Committee on Pub. 
|| lie Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S, 
No. 218) to create an additional land district 
in Florida, reported it without amendment, 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| was referred the bill (S. No. 429) supplement- 
|| ary to an act entitled ‘*An act to aid in the 
construction of telegraph lines, and to secure 
to the Government the use of the same for 
postal, military, and other purposes,’’ approved 
July 24, 1866, reported it with amendments. 
Mr. OSBORN. The same committee, to 
| whom was referred the bill (S. No. 319) to 
incorporate the Louisiana, Arkansas, and New 
|| Mexico Railroad Company, have instructed 
|| me to report it with amendments, and with a 
|| recommendation that it pass. The bill is 
|| intended to incorporate a railroad company 
| and grant the right of way to construct a rail- 
| road in the Indian territory, but no land-grant 
|isasked. The committee only considered the 
| matter of the incorporation of the company 
and granting the right of way. As it is intended 
| that the road shall enter the Indian territory, 
it is quite possible some question may arise in 
connection with the territorial or tribal rights 
| of the Indian tribes. I move, therefore, that 
the bill, as amended, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs for their consider- 





|} ation. 
and there has been a contest, and it has finally | 


‘The motion was agreed to. 
DUPLICATE CHECKS. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the 


Committee on Finance, to whom was referred 
| the bill (H. R. No. 1061) to authorize the 
payment of duplicate checks of disbursing 


|| oficers, to report it back with an amendment. 
| Lbis bill is very strongly pressed upon us by 
| the Secretary of the Treasury, the Paymaster 


| General, the Treasurer of the United States, 
and by the Second Comptroller, Mr. Brodhead, 
and in pursuance of their very urgent recom- 
mendations the House have passed this bill. 
If no Senator objects to it 1 should like to 
have it passed now. 
| The bill was read. 

Theamendment of the Committee on J’inance 
was read, being in line six of section one, after 
the word ‘* checks,’’ to insert the words ‘‘and 


within three years from such date;’’ so as to 
read : 





The Chair must 


That in place of original checks, when lost, stolen, 
or destroyed, disbursing officers or agents of the Uni- 
ted States are hereby authorized, after the expira- 
tion of six months from the date of such checks, 
and within three years from such date, to issue dupli- 
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cks, and the Treasurer, Assistant Treasurers, 
aeeated depositaries of the United States are 


catec 


d desi 
el to pay such checks. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
I understand that bill. 


sretty important one. 


It seems to meto bea 
It provides, if I do un- 


derstand it, for the issuing of a second check || 
Does | 


or draft where the first one has been lost. 
that apply to all citizens of the United States? 
If a citizen obtains a draft, for instance, from 
the Treasury here on the sub-Treasury in Chi- 
cago, and it is lost, is it intended to allow him 
to apply for a duplicate ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The lost checks drawn 
by disbursing officers of the United States. I 
will inform the Senator that under the present 
jaw checks of disbursing officers of a certain 
character (for pension claims and bounty 
claims) are now provided for in this way ; and 
after a practice of three years under that law 


there has been found to be no difficulty in sup- || 
plying duplicates of such checks. The law | 


of disbursing oflicers 
The 


requires all payments ! 
to be made by checks on a depositary. 


result is that the number of checks has been | 
increased enormously in the practice of the | 
Government, and cases have arisen of great | 
hardship, where the evidence is perfectly clear | 
that the check has been lost or destroyed; and | 


still there is no power to grant relief except 
in special cases. 

Under the practice as to the issuing of dupli- 
eate checks in pension and bounty cases, no 
single loss to the Treasury has ever occurred ; 
and this extension of the law is recommended 
by the officers of the Government, and very 
strongly urged, on account of very severe cases 
that have arisen of the destruction or loss of 
checks and drafts. As a matter of course, 
before a duplicate is issued a bond has to be 
given, with proper security, under such regula- 


tions as may be prescribed by the Secretary || 


of the Treasury. 


There are with the files which I have sent | 


with the billto the Secretary’s desk the forms 
that have been adopted. ‘They are very strin- 
gent. Thereisalsoastrong letter ofthe Second 
Comptroller urging the necessity of the bill; 
oue from General Spinner, one from the Pay- 
master General, and one from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, all concurring that it is indis- 
pensably necessary in order to supply relief in 
ceriain cases. 

lhe Committee on Finance hesitated a good 
while because it is an important question. We 
examined it carefully. It was also examined 
by the Committee of Ways and Means of tke 
House. We concluded that it was safe under 
the restrictions of the bill to pass it. That is 
all l can say unless the Senate desires fuller 
information, which I can give from the official 
documents on the files. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


bill, On the contrary it seems to me, so far 
as I understand it, to be a proper bill. I be- 
lieve the banks which draw bills of exchange 
upon different portions of the country issue 
them in duplicate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will state that this bill 
ouly applies to the Government the universal 
law of commerce between individuals. A bauk 
would be bound in such a case to pay money 
under precisely these circumstances, when 
proof of the loss was made out satisfactorily 
to the court or tribunal trying the cause. This 
bill only applies the principle of law with re- 


gard to all commercial paper to the Govern- | 


ment. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The object of the bill 
seems to me to be proper ; and if it is properly 


guarded, as I presume it is, the Committee on || 


Finance having carefully considered it, 1 shall 
not interpose any objection. 
_Mr. EDMUNDS. I would like to ask the 
Senator from Ohio to inform us where is to be 
found the act which was passed last year in 
regard to duplicate checks. 


3 nn 
| Mr. SHERMAN, 


I do not know whether 


I do not mean to in- | 
terpose any objection to the passage of the | 


There is a copy of it 
| among the papers with the bill, I think. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. [I should like to see that 
| act before this bill passes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This is in the same terms, 
except that it increases the amount from $500 
to $1,000. I believe that is the only change. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I want to see that act. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Theactapproved March 
19, 1868, is one act; the act of July 28, 1866, 
is another act authorizing the issue and pay- 
ment of duplicates. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think this bill had better 
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Senator from Louisiana states it to be, an 
entirely local measure, I do not press the 
amendment. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 


of the Senator from Illinois is withdrawn, and 


|| go gver until to-morrow, so that we can look || 


at the old act. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
lie over. 
IMPORTATION OF MACHINERY. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the 


Committee on Finance, to whom was referred 
' the bill (H. R. No. 1062) to admit certain 
machinery imported from foreign countries 
free of duty, to report it with amendments. 

Mr. KELLOGG. That is a very short bill, 
and I ask the indulgence of the Senate that it 
be taken up and put on its passage now. 

By unanimous consent the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. 

The first section grants permission to the 
Calcasieu Sulphur and Mining Company of 
New Orleans to import free of duty, under 
such rules and regulations as the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall prescribe, certain ma- 
chinery and accompanying implements for the 
| purpose of, and to be used only in, making a 
| series of experiments in mining for sulphur in 
the parish of Calcasieu, in the State of Louis- 
iana; but the value of such importation is not 
to exceed $75,000, and the machinery and im- 
plements are to be imported within two years 
| from and after the passage of the act. The 
second section provides that it shall be lawful 
for the period of two years from and after the 
|| passage of the act for any person or company 
| actually engaged in the manufacture of plate 
| glass in the United States to import free of 
|| duty, under such rules and regulations as the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe, 
necessary machinery for polishing and grind- 
| ing such plate glass, and to be by themselves 
| actually used for that purpose. 
| The first amendment reported by the Com- 

mittee on Finance was in line twelve of sec- 


The bill will 








| tion one to strike out the words ‘‘ two years,”’ 
and insert ‘‘one year;’’ so as to read, ‘* that 
| said machinery and implements be imported 
| within one year from and after the passage of 
| this act.”’ 

| ‘The amendment was agreed to. 

| The next amendment was in section two, 
| line one, to strike out ‘‘ two years,’’ and insert 
| ** one year.”’ 

| The amendment was agreed to. 


|| Mr. TRUMBULL. I move to amend the 
bill by adding as an additional section, ‘* that 
the duty on coal be, and the same is hereby, 
repealed.”’ 

Mr. KELLOGG. I hope the Senator will 
not insist on that amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
hour has expired, and the Senate resumes the 
consideration of the unfinished business pend- 
ing atthe adjournment yesterday, being House 
| bill No. 380, 
| Mr. MORTON obtained the floor. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Before the regular order 
is proceeded with, I desire to suggest to the 
Senate that the honorable Senator from Illi- 
nois will withdraw his amendment and allow 
'| the bill reported by the Senator from Ohio, the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, to be 
| put on its passage. I ask that the Senate allow 
| it to pass. It is purely a local bill. 
| Mr. TRUMBULL, If itis entirely a local 
| bill, I do not wish to embarrass it. 


| 
| 


| 


Mr. KELLOGG. It is local. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 


House bill No. 1062 is before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole. The amendments 
reported by the Committee on Finance have 
been agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as 
amended, and the amendments were con- 
curred in, 

The amendments were ordered to be en- 
grossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

CHICAGO FIRE, 

Mr. LOGAN. IT ask the Senate to lay aside 
the regular order temporarily, and to take up 
the bill which was pending yesterday morn- 
ing during the morning hour for the relief of 
Chicago. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 


| ator from Indiana, who is entitled to the floor, 


yield for the purpose indicated by the Senator 
from Illinois? 

Mr. MORTON. I will yield if it leads to 
no debate; not otherwise. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the pending 
business be informally passed over, it can be 
called up at any time on the demand of any 
Senator. If there be no objection the unfinished 
business of yesterday will be informally passed 
over for the purpose indicated by the Senator 
from Illinois. 

Mr. MORTON. If that matter is to lead to 
debate, I prefer not to yield now. 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not think it will. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from Tli- 
nois will pardon me for suggesting that I have 
several amendments to offer to that Chicago 
bill. I am ready to offer them now, but they 
may lead to some debate. I cannot tell how 
much time their consideration will occupy. I 
wish to make a statement myself; but it will 
occupy only a few moments, 

Mr. LOGAN. Of course I cannot insist 
on going on with the Chicago bill under the 
circumstances. I should be very glad to have 
the bill taken up, but if gentlemen are going 
to fight it with amendments for the purpose of 
destroying it, | cannot ask the Senator from 
Indiana to yield now. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I do not like the sug- 
gestion about fighting the bill with amend- 
ments. Chicago is not the only town that has 
suffered. Sir, there are twenty towns in the 
State of Michigan that have suffered more fe ar- 
fully in proportion to the value of property 
there and the number of lives than has Chi 
cago; and if a bill is to be introduced here 
for the benefit of Chicago, [ desire to put the 
Michigan sufferers on a par with the Illinois 
sufferers. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This debate is 
progressing by unanimous consent. Does the 
Senator from Indiana yield to the Senator 
from Illinois for a reply to the Senator from 
Michigan ? 

Mr. MORTON. Fora moment. 

Mr. LOGAN. I did not know that I was 
going to arouse the ire of my friend from 
Michigan. I will only say in reply, that ifthe 
towns in Michigan have not been incorporated 
or provided for in the bill, it is certainly not 
my fault; for it is not my business to attend 
to Michigan. I am only providing for my 
own constituents, I will throw no obstacle in 
the gentleman’s way. 

Mr. MOKTON.  Linsist on my right to the 
floor, except so far as to allow any routine 
morning business to be disposed of. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BOREMAN asked, and by unanimous 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (5. 
No. 518) for the relief of William Nixon, of 
West Virginia: which was read twice by its 


| title, referred to the Committee on Post Offices 


If the bill is, as the || 


and Post Roads, and ordered to printed. 








sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (Ss. No. 
519) for the relief of Henry A. Greene, late 
captain first infantry California volunteers; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 520) 
for the relief of Edwin A. Rigg, late lieutenant 
colonel first regiment infantry California vol- 
unteers; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FENTON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, to introduce a_ bill 
(S. No, 621) to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the Secretary of War to sell or 
lease certain swamp or low lands belonging to 
the Government, lying on Niagara river and 
Lake Erie; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed, 

Mr. POMEROY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 522) to provide for the sale of the lands 
of the United States containing coal; which 
was read twice by its title, referred tothe Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
rinted. 

Mr. BLAIR asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
523) supplemental to an act entitled ‘An act 
making a grant of lands in alternate sections 
to aid the construction and 


leave 


Iron Mountain railroad from Pilot Knob, in the 
State of Missouri, to Helena, in Arkansas,”’ 
approved July 4, 1866; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be priuted. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed the following bills, 


in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate: 


en _ cS RNR NSA 


|| 
Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous con- || 





exceptions in the bill before the Senate and 


'| make amnesty universal. 


extension of the | 


A bill (H. R. No. 1180) to extend the time | 
for filing claims for additional bounty, under 


the act of July 28, 1866; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1182) to create an addi- 
tional land district in the State of Minnesota; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1185) to remove disabil- 
ities from certain citizens of South Carolina 
therein named; 

A bill (H. KR. No. 1186) in relation to the 
embassy from Japan; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1187) for the relief of 
Jacob R. Davis, of Richmond county, Georgia. 


POLITICAL DISABLLLITLES. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill (H. R. No. 880) for the removal of legal 
and political disabilities imposed by the third 
section of the fourteenth article of amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States, the 
pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
RoBeRTSON to postpone the bill and proceed 
to the consideration of the bill( H. R. No. 1050) 
for the removal of legal and political disabil- 
ities imposed by the third section of the four- 
teenth article of amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

Mr. MORTON. Me. President, I believe | 
there is some misapprehension in the country | 
in regard to the extent of the disabilities now 
imposed on those who have been engaged in 
the rebellion. So far as the Constitution and 
laws of the United Statesare concerned, every 
man who was engaged in the rebellion has a 
right to vote. Jeflerson Davis, General For- 
rest, and General Wade Hampton have as 
much right to vote as any man who was em- 
ployed in the Union Army. There is no dis- | 
ability arising under the Constitution and laws | 
of the United States, except under the four- | 
teenth amendment, as to the right to hold | 


office; and it is now propesed by the Senator | of the rebellion, and they cannot bend. 


from South Carolina, [Mr. Sawyrr,] who has 


given notice of his motion, to strike out the || rebels. 


The fourteenth amendment was adopted by 


| Congress in 1866, and presented to the States 
' for their ratification. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


It was done at a time | 


when it was understood that all punishment | 


had passed by, that nobody would be punished 
under the laws of the United States for having 
taken part in the rebellion. 


It was done then | 


as the only and the last means of fixing a stigma | 


and a legal disapprobation upon the ringlead- || 


ers and the authors of the rebellion. Those 
to whom the fourteenth amendment was made 
applicable were believed to be the authors of 
the rebellion, men who had gotten it up, who 


had brought it upon the country, the old poli- | 


ticians who had been at work on it for years, 
and it was intended to make them ineligible to 
hold office. All prospect of their punishment 
otherwise had passed by, and all that was left 
to the loyal people of the United States in the 
way of marking their disapprobation of the 
rebellion was, by this amendment, to render 
the authors of it ineligible to office. 
provided, however, in the concluding 


pe of 
this section of the amendment, that t 


1e dis- 


It was | 


ability might be removed by a two-thirds vote | 


of each House of Congress. 

I believe that any proposition to grant uni- 
versal amnesty is a violation of the spirit of 
the amendment, if not of its letter. As was 
remarked by the Senator from New Jersey, 
[ Mr. FRe_incuuysen,] the other day, it was 
not intended to put it into the power of Con- 


gress absolutely to abrogate that section of the || terity that there was nothing wrong in the 


amendment, but to put it in the power of Con- 


. 7 . . | 
gress to relieve the disability in any given case 


where it might be thought proper to do so, 
where the merit or the condition of the appli- 
cant was such as to entitle him to the favor of 
Congress, giving it the power by a two-thirds 
vote in that ease to relieve the disability. But 
no man can read the debates which occurred 
on the adoption of the amendment, without 
coming to the conclusion that the proposition 
to amnesty by classes was not within the mean- 


ing and intendment of Congress at the time || 


the amendment was passed. 
Now, Mr. President, what is amnesty? It 
isan act of oblivion; it is a proposition, when 


we consider it in the light of universal amnesty, | 


to place the authors of the rebellion upona 
footing with the loyal people of the United 
States, and to authorize them, provided they 
can procure the suffrages, to hold the high- 
est offices in the Government. I have always 
voted amnesty to every man who has asked 
for it in good faith. and | am prepared to do 
so now. I believe | have refused in one in- 
stance; but it was because the applicant had, 
in addition to being a confederate soldier, been 
aguerrilla. I believe there isa general feeling 
on the part of Congress, in both branches, to 
grant amnesty to every man who will ask it in 
good faith, except it may be to the principal 
authors of the rebellion, the chief criminals. 

Mr. President, this question is usually con- 
sidered in the light of expediency on one hand 
or in the light of feeling or hostility on the 
other. I propose to consider it from a higher 
plane, entirely above the domain of feeling or 
expedience. I think there is a great princi- 
ple involved in this question, which Congress 
ought to consider—a principle of consistency, 
a principle of duty to the Government, and 
especially a principle of the greatest import- 
ance to posterity. 

The principal argument in favor of amnesty 
is expediency. Let me consider that for a 
moment. Why isit expedient to grant amnesty? 
It is said that it will conciliate the men who 
have been engaged in rebellion. So far as the 
authors of the rebellion are concerned, you 
can no more conciliate them than you can con- 
ciliate rattlesnakes by restoring their extracted 
fangs. Those men have been cast in the mold 
They 


/ must go down into history as they have lived, 


They must die as they have lived. 


{ 
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Whatever dignity history may give to the 
| character, will depend entirely upon theis 
malnotaining their consistency, maintaining the 

p - “7 ‘ u° 

character of rebels until they shall have ps. 





= have passed 
away. This may not be the case with the gros, 

. . . . Y Bea 
majority of the people of the South, bu: ct te 


certainly true of those men who may be 
to be the authors of the rebellion. 

And, Mr. President, this rebellion did yo 
go up from the people. It was not the work 
of the people. It came down from the poli- 
ticians to the people. It was not forced be 
the mass of the people upon the politicians 
but was essentially the work of politicians and 
the result of political machinations that }aq 
been carried on for more than thirty years: 
and the question is whether the men who had 
| been engaged in these machinations, and who 
| by the practice of arts for many years brougy 


Said 
SalqQ 


|| this great calamity upon the nation, shal] be 


amnuestied and rendered eligible to hold the 
| highest office in the Government. 
| As I said before, you cannot conciliate the 
authors of the rebellion. Now, how will am. 
nesty to the authors of the rebellion conciljate 
the masses of the southern people? It wil! 
only conciliate them by being a concessioy 
that they were in the right and that we were 
in the wrong. ‘This is the way in which it wil] 


|| conciliate them, and it can do it in no other 
|| Way. 


As I remarked before, universal amnesty 
removes the last mark of legal disapprobation 
of this rebellion. It is a declaration to pos: 


rebellion, that it involved no criminality, that 
it was simply an honest difference of opinion 
_ between parties in which there was no crim- 
| inality on either side. If you grant amnesty 
| to the authors of the rebellion, you cannot 
| convince the children twenty years hence tliat 
| there was anything wrongin that rebellion. [i 
will be regarded as a mere difference between 
| parties, which unfortunately came to blows. 
The question now is whether you propose to 
educate the children of this country and those 
yet unborn in this opinion of the rebellion? 
_ Sir, in twenty years the small reasons of expe- 
diency which are now urged in favor of gen- 
| eral amnesty will be forgotten, and all that wil 
be remembered will be the great fact that 
| amnesty was awarded to the authors of the 
rebellion, and some of them, the most flagrant 
| and responsible of all, were afterward placed 
| in the highest positions in the Government. 
| It was remarked yesterday by my friend from 
| South Carolina [Mr. Sawyer] that the popu- 
larity of these men had passed away, and that 
|| universal amnesty would not have the effect 
to place any of them in office. I beg leave to 
say to him and to the country that 1 believe 
|| he is entirely mistaken. I can name half a 
| dozen men, more responsible for the rebellion 
| perhaps than any other half dozen in the coun- 
| try, who would be returned to Congress, who 
| would be made Governors of States, and placed 
in the highest official positions just as soon as 
the opportunity was offered to the people of 
| their States to so place them in power. 

Sir, suppose such men as Davis, and Breck- 
_inridge, and Toombs, and Stephens were 
| sent to this Chamber, what a spectacle would 

be presented to the world! I ask how each 
_and all of us who have denounced the rebel: 
lion in unmeasured terms as criminal, as the 
| worst in the world’s history, as carried on for 
| the worst purposes, upon the worst motives. 
| as having Sean carried on with unmeasured 
cruelty to prisoners, and with features of bar 
barity almost unparalleled in history—I ask 
what would become of our consistency and 
position? We should be stultified before the 
world; we should write ourselyes down as 
being insincere and false, or else as having 
been governed simply by passion and heat, 
and as having spoken dishonestly and unjustly 
of others. 

Mr. President, a declaration of universal 
amnesty is a declaration to the world that 





N 


1872. 


t 


here was 


he lion 
Tt 
to hold 


Moat +» ¢ 
hat 18! 


there wa 


Davis OT 
make it 
tor or 
States. 
estly ? 
what we 
that we 
in error 
jpvoivec 
Now, 
this rel 
what pu 
and pel 
If slave 
good mi 
slavery 
repellic 
sequent 
were £1 
crimes 
ted Sta 
formed 
derstor 
of the 
were 0 
the er 
comm! 
Gover 
if 
take h 
9 ten- 
tentia 
by fr: 
empl 
count 
lion | 
sand 
dreds 
dren 
a loa 
ing, | 
shou! 
have 
ities 
it wi 
thou 
prop 
of re 
the |] 
mit 
our 
worl 
the 
gene 
erin 
that 
com 
the 
if b 
righ 
N 
don 
upo 
upo 
tior 
aro 
opi 
sho 
oul 
aft 
fut 
lio! 
by 
oc 
ha 
th 
at 
dis 
tio 
an 
of 
no 
th 





> their 

thejy 
INg tho 
Passed 
© greg: 
lt it ig 
2 Said 


id hot 
> Work 
e poli- 
ed by 
IClans, 
N8 and 
al had 
years: 
10 had 
d who 
rourht 
a] ] be 
ld the 


te the 
ll am. 
Ciliate 
It will 
'ESSI0N 
2 Were 
it will 
. Other 


anesty 
bation 
2 pos- 
in the 
7, that 
pinion 
crim- 
nnesty 
rannot 
e that 
n. It 
tween 
OWS, 
OS8e tO 
those 
lion? 
expe- 
r gen- 
at will 
t that 
of the 
rant 
laced 
nt. 
| from 
popu: 
{ that 
effect 
nve Lo 
lieve 
ialf a 
ellion 
cOun- 
, who 
laced 
on as 
le of 


reck- 
wert 
yould 
each 
ebel- 
s the 
n for 
ives, 
ured 
bar 
ask 
and 
» the 
f as 
ving 
eat, 


istly 


rsal 
that 


1872. 





} 
there was nothing in their connection with the 
rebellion that made it improper for its authors 
., hold the highest office in this Government. 
rat isthe moral and legal effect of it—that 
there was nothing in the connection of Mr. 
D vis or of Mr. Toombs with the rebellion to 
make it improper for him to become a Sena- 
.. or to become the President of the United 





tor . ° 
crates, Can we make this declaration hon- 
wctly? If we do it, it is @ concession that || 


what we said during the rebellion was wrong ; 
that we were in error in regard to the facts, or 
‘) error in regard to the principles that were 
involved. 

~ Now, sir. in regard to the consequences of 
this rebellion: this rebellion was made for 
what purpose? For the purpose of extending 
and perpetuating the institution of slavery. 
if slavery was right, then there might be a 
eood moral cause for the rebellion; but if 
slavery was criminal, then the cause of the 
redellion was criminal. What were the con- 
sequences of the rebellion? The consequences 
were greater than the consequences of all the | 
crimes that have been committed in the Uni- | 
ted States from the time this Government was | 
formed until the present day. Let me be un- 
derstood upon that point: the consequences | 
of the conduct of these comparatively few men 
were more terrible than the consequences of all 
the erimes of every description that have been | 
committed in this country from the time the | 
Government was formed until the present day. | 
if aw man takes a single life deliberately, you 
take his life upon the scaffold; if aman steals 
a ten-dollar bill, you consign him to the peni- 
tentiary; but when men have deliberately and | 
by fraud and by false assertion, and by the 
employment of devilish arts, brought upon the 
country a rebellion which has cost half a mil- 
lion lives, which has cost three or four thou- | 
sand million dollars, which has made hun- | 
dreds of thousands of wives widows and chil- 
dren orphans, which has piled upon this nation 
aload of debt under which we are still stagger- 
ing, and which will not be taken from our 
shoulders during this generation—the men who 
have brought these untold, incaleulable calam- 
ities and woes upon this nation, and have done 
it with their eyes open, with malice afore- 
thought, regardless of consequences, it is now 
proposed to relieve from the last legal mark | 
of reprobation and render them eligible to hold | 
the highest office in this Government. I sub- 
mit that we cannot do that without falsifying 
our record and disgracing ourselves before the 
world. I submit that it would be to educate | 
the children of this country and all future | 
generations in the belief that treason is no 
crime, that there is nothing wrong in rebellion, 
that all the responsibility that a man takes in | 
committing treason against the Government is || 
the danger of death daring the rebellion, and | 
if he escapes that, he is to be restored to his | 
rights just as if nothing had been done. 

Now, sir, I remove this question from the | 
domain of expediency and of feeling; I put it | 
upon the ground of high principle; I put it 
upon the ground of our duty to coming genera- 
tions, to the children that are now growing up || 
around us, and | declare it solemnly to be my || 
opinion that by granting universal amnesty we 
should come short of our duty to ourselves, to 
our children, and to those who are to eome 
after us. 

If any man believes that we are to have no 
future trouble in this country, that this rebel- | 
lion was the last, that opinion is contradicted 
by the history of every nation. Troubles may | 
occur from decade to decade. We shall not 
have arebellion hereafter on account of slavery ; 
that has passed away; but we may have it for 
a thousand other causes. There may be local 
dissatisfactions ; troubles may arise in one sec- 
tion or the other; questions of disagreement | 
and heart-burning and estrangement may arise | 
of which we now have no conception and can | 
not even imagine ; and are we prepared to say |, 
that the worst rebellion in history, one than || 


ay 
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| history must regard it in that light. 


| their expenses.’ 
| debts on both sides. 


which there can never be another more wicked, | 


involved no criminality, and that the very 


| authors of it shall be allowed to return to power 


just as if nothing had been done? If we shall 
say that in regard to the great rebellion, what 


| will be the opinion in regard to future troubles 
| that may arise? 
| danger; there is no responsibility except the 
\| danger that may arise during the time of the 


They will say, ‘* There is no 


actual conflict; there is to be no responsibility 
in history.’’ Then, sir, it is the lesson of 
history that is involved. 

Sir, I want peace in the South; I want it 


as earnestly as any man; but I want “pte in | 


the South upon correct principles. am not 
willing to purchase peace by conceding that 
they were right and that we were wrong. They 
must regard universal amnesty in that light ; 
Only the 


other day we had an argument from the Sen- | 


ator from Maryland, not now in his seat, { Mr. 


Vickers, | to the effect that the doctrine of | 
State rights, of State sovereignty, was gener- | 


ally accepted in the South; that they were act- 
ing upon it; they believed they had the right 
to secede; they were honest, and therefore, 
as soon as the war was over, there should have 
been universal amnesty, and everything should 
have been passed over and forgotten. If he 


be universal amnesty ; if he was wrong, there 
should not be. If we grant universal am- 
nesty, we concede that he was right; that 
those people were in the exercise of what they 
believed to be a constitutional right ; that they 
were guilty of nothing wrong, and therefore, 


place in the Government. 

Mr. President, when we come to that con- 
clusion, other conclusions will follow inevita- 
bly. If it is true that they were really honest 
upon both sides, that there was no criminality 
involved, and that the leaders of tie rebellion 
ought to be allowed to return to their places 


'| of power, what else follows? 


Mr. HAMLIN, 
penses. 


Mr. MORTON. 


’ 


We should pay their ex- 
The Senator says ‘pay 


That is the inevitable 
and irresistible conclusion. What is the phi- 
losophy of universal amnesty? If the authors 
of the rebellion ought to be allowed to hold 
office just as if nothing had occurred; if they 


| should be allowed to come in afterward and 
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dead, comparatively their innocent victims, 
become the companions of your soldiers in 
Arlington and other national cemeteries? 

Mr. President, there are other consequences 


to follow, other legitimate deductions from the 


logic of universal amnesty, not only the pen- 
sioning of rebel soldiers, but the payment of 
rebels for their property taken by our Army 
during the war. I ask now. | might ask the 
Democratic Senators on this floor, if the Dem- 
ocratic party is not now committed in prinei- 
ple to the payment of the confederates for 
their property taken by our Army for supplies? 
Why, sir, we had a bill before the Senate which 
was in effect to authorize loyal persons in the 


| southern States to sue in the Court of Claims. 


While that dill was under consideration, the 
Senator from California, not now in his seat, 
[Mr. Casser zy, | offered an amendment to ex- 
tend the same right to persons who had been 
pardoned by the President, or whose disubili- 
ties bad been removed or might thereafter 
be removed. ‘The principle involved in that 
amendment was that in regard to the right 
to sue the Government for damages and tor 


property taken, there should be no difference 


‘rebellion, and the Senator from 


| was right in his premises, then there should | 


| as soon as the war was over, we should let | 
| by-gones be by-gones and restore them to their 


between loyal men and those engaged in the 
California 
proposed to put them on the same level in the 
Courtof Claims. Uponthe principle of univer- 
sal amnesty he was logical, and his amendment 
received the vote of every Democratic Senator 
present. 

1 ask further, when we propose to pay rebels 
for their property taken by our Army during 
the war, why we should not pay them for their 


slaves? Could the Senator from California 


|| who offered that amendment, or any one who 


voted with him on that occasion, draw a distine 
tion between paying a rebel for his corn, his 
wheat, or any other property taken by our 
armies and paying him for hisslaves? No, sir; 


the conclusion would be inevitable; and I now 


make the prediction that if universal amnesty 


| Shall be granted, the next step will be to pen 
| sion the rebel soldiers and put them ona level 


Yes, we should pay the | 


become the law-makers and governors of this | 


country while they are the great criminals, L | 
ask if you ought to make any difference in the 


payment of pensions because a man fought 


| on the one side or the other? 


Grant universal amnesty, and the next step 
that will be taken—and it is a philosophical 
step, and one that cannot be resisted—will 
be to pension the rebel soldiers and put them 
on the same footing with the loyal soldiers of 
this country. Every argument in favor of 
amnesty would be tenfold stronger in favor 
of that measure; and why? Because pen- 
sioning rebel soldiers would do more in the 


way of conciliating the South and of attaching | 


them to the Government thanany measure ot 
amnesty could do. 


then I tell you that pensioning the rebel sol- 


nesty, and it is a legitimate consequence of 


|| thesame argument. Will you say that Davis, 


or l'oombs, or Breckinridge shou!d be admit- 


| ted into this Senate to make laws for the loyal 
| men of this country, while the rebel soldiers 
| should be excluded from the pension-roll ? 


There would be no sense in that. If you are 
to admit those authors of the rebellion into 
this Chamber, I ask if you should not bring 
their dead and bury them in Arlington along- 
side of the Federal dead? If the authors 
of the rebellion are to become your compan- 
ions on this floor, shall not the confederate 


If you grant amnesty to | 
| conciliate the South, and if that is your object, 


| diers will go much further than granting am- | 


| | 


| 


with loyal soldiers; the next step will be to 
pay rebels for their property taken by our 
armies, and put them on a level with loyal 
men; the next step will be to pay for their 
slaves; and the next and last step will be to 
pay their debt as well as ours, and consolid- 


| ate the rebel debt along with the debt of the 
| nation. 


Mr. THURMAN. 


Will the Senator allow 


/ me to ask him a question ? 


Mr. MORTON. 

Mr. THURMAN. I desire to know of the 
Senator from Indiana whether he considers 
the fourteenth article of amendment a part of 
the Constitution of the United States ? 

Mr. MORTON. Yes. sir. 

Mr. THURMAN. ‘Then, ! desire to ask 


this further question : how those slaves can be 


Yes, sir. 


| paid for, how that rebel debt can be paid, or 


how any claim that arose from aiding the in- 
surrection can be paid while that fourteenth 
amendment to the Constitution remains ? 

Mr. MORTON. I will answer that ques- 
tion, and I rather thank the Senator tor pro- 
pounding it. Ido acknowledge the fourteenth 
amendment to be a part of the Constitution 
of the United States, but the Democratic party 
does not, and it never has. If there has ever 
been a concession by the Democratic party in 
the southern States that either the fourteenth 
or the fifteenth amendment is a part of the 
Constitution of the United States, i laie never 
heard of it. 

Mr. THURMAN. Now, will the Senator 
allow me to interrupt him again? 

Mr. MORTON. =I will yield for a moment. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator assumes, 
then, that the Democratic party are to get into 
power, and that when they get into power they 


are to disregard the fourteenth amendment to 


the Constitution. I should like him to say how 
soon he expects that that event will happen. 


Mr.MORTON. Mr. President, lam boping 








: 
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that the Democratic party will not come into 
power during this generation. I believe it 
would be the greatest national calamity that 
could happen. I believe that the best interests 
of this nauon and of civilization upon this con- 
tinent are involved in the continued suprem- 
acy of the Republican party, at least for a 
number of years. But, sir, great calamities 
have happened; great plagues have come upon 
the world; earthquakes have rent and swal- 
lowed up cities; Chicago has been burned; 


and it is among the possibilities that the Demo- || 


cratic party may come into power. 

But on that point the Democratic party does 
not acknowledge the validity of the fourteenth 
amendment. There was an attempt made in 
the North last summer, what was called ‘‘the 
new departure.’’ Mr. Vallandigham, now 
dead and gone, attempted to bring his party 
in the North up to the acknowledgment of the 
validity of the fourteenth and fifteenth amend- 
ments and of the validity of reconstruction. 
He passed away and with him passed away the 
‘(new departure,’’ and the movement that he 
inaugurated fell dead and was buried with him 
in the same grave. Sir, if the Democratic 
party came into power, the fourteenth and 
fifteenth amendments would be ignored; they 
would be treated as dead letters, as having no 
vitality ; and that is one of our great national 
dangers. 

I did not intend to advert to that matter in 
this speech, but the Senator has brought me 
to itand I willdo so. ‘The bulk of the Demo- 
cratic party is in the South; the great body 
of it is inthe South. If it shall come into 
power, it will be by carrying all of the south- 
ern States with a few of the northern States. 
The body of the party will be in the South, 
and the southern wing of the party will con- 
trol it in its action as it did before the war; 
and as the South are almost unanimously 
hostile to the amendments and to reconstruc- 
tion, they would control the party, and those 
amendments would be treated as a dead letter. 


Now, Mr. President, let me advert to a few | 


of the consequences that would result to the 
nation from the success of the Democratic 
party. As I said before, the body of the party 
is in the South ; the feebleness and minority 
is in the North, and the South would control 


it. Let us suppose that there is a majority || 


of Democratic Representatives in the other 
House, and the question comes up of making 
an appropriation to pension the widows and 


orphans of loyal soldiers in the North, would || 
the southern Democracy in the House vote | 


money to pension the soldiers in the North, 
their widows and orphans, while their own 
widows and orphans, their cripples, are left 
unprovided for? Mark you, now, they are in 
power ; they have the power to vote money or 
to refuse to vote money; aud 1 submit the 
question to a reasoning and intelligent country, 
whether when they are placed in power they 
will voluntarily vote money to pension the 
soldiers who fought them and who conquered 
them, while their own cripples, their widows, 
and orphans are left unprovided for? I tell 


you they never will; and I tell you, sir, that if | 
that party comes into power one of the first || 


measures will be either to put the rebel sol- 
diers upon an equality with the soldiers of the 
Republic, or to vote no pensions at all. Can 
any intelligent person doubt that proposition? 

Again, if the Democratic party have a major- 
ity in the other House, controlled as they will 
be by the South, I ask you if they will vote 
money to pay the interest on your debt, unless 
some provision is made for theirs? Will they 
voluntarily tax themselves to pay the interest 
on that debt which was created for their sub- 
jugation, while they are leftin poverty? They 
invested their nfoney in confederate stocks and 
bonds; they lost everything; they lost their 
slaves; and the question I am now propound- 
ing is, when they shall come into power, and 
have the power to vote money or not to vote 


1} 


the interest on our debt, while theirs is unpro- 
vided for, and they have lost their slaves? I 
tell you, sir, they will never do it, and those 
interested in our national debt and those 
interested in our national honor must under- 
stand that the Democratic party, made up as 
it will be, two thirds in the South and one 
third in the North, and that one third submis- 
sive to the other two thirds, will never vote to 


|| pay the interest on your debt except upon the 


| condition of paying for their slaves or of con- 
solidating the rebel debt with ours, making it 
all one; and they will never paya dollar to the 
| one-legged and one-armed soldier of the North 
| or to the widows and orphans of those who 
fell, except upon the condition that you put 
theirs upon the same level. 
Mr. President, to me universal amnesty 
seems like sickly sentimentalism ; it is mag- 
| nanimity slopping over; it is spurious gener- 
| osity, oblivious alike of justice, of principle, 
| and of posterity. Let us have a little healthy 
public sentiment. Let us have something that 
this nation can live by. Let us teach a lesson 
| in history that we are willing our children 
| shall be governed by. Let us not say to future 
generations that those who sought to destroy 
the best Government in the world, who sought 
to build a new government whose foundation- 
| stone should be human slavery, who were 
| guilty of inhumanity, and who practiced a bar- 
'| barism that belonged to times long gone by— 


| let us not say to future generations that these | 
| men did no wrong, that they were worthy of | 


} 


| all acceptation, and of again being returned 


| to the highest positions in the Government. 


| was not hung he ought to be amnestied. The 
| logic is that because he was not hung he 


I have heard it said that because Jeff. Davis | 
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and they are being taught in accord 
the action of the Government of t¢} 
States. If we shall grant universa| 
ask if the southern people will not have a ;;,), 
to say, ‘* Hypocrites all, you have now ¢... 
fessed, by again placing the very authors of + 
rebellion in power, that all you said aboy, the 
criminality of the rebellion was a lie, and y,, 
are now proposing to make it up with us by 
inviting them to return and become the wy 


ance With 
1€ Unite 
amnesty, | 


_ makers of this nation ?”’ 


| thing on the part of my distinguished fy 


| The Senator from Ohio (Mr. THurmay] 


Mr. President, | had intended to say somo. 
thing about the amendment offered by the §,.. 
atorfrom Massachusetts, [ Mr. SuMNer, ] I de. 
sire to say that I shall vote for that amoyd. 
ment. I agree with him—justice before gen: 
erosity, justice before spurious magnanimity. 
last 


night made an argument that Congress had yo; 


the power to pass that bill, but I observed oy. 


lend: 


_ he did not say that the privileges and immyy; 


should be restored to office, and Congress | 
| should make haste to concede that he had | 


| done no wrong. Sir, the greatest blunder that 
| this nation ever committed, was in not pun- 
|| ishing the ringleaders and the authors of the 
| rebellion. It is now past repair. 
Jeff. Davis not tried? 
|| been informed of the reason? After he, the 
| arch-rebel, bad been held in prison, and after 
|| he was indicted, why was he never put upon 
| trial? Why, sir, in discharging Jeff. Davis 
|| the Government conceded that he had com- 
| mitted no crime for which he could be held 
'| responsible by the laws of this nation. That 
is the lesson of history that has gone out by 
| the discharge of Davis without trial. 
| man who heard the dying groans of the starv- 
ing and tortured’ prisoners in Belle Isle, and 
Libby, and Andersonville, and other prison 
| pens, and who smiled his approval when he 
heard those groans, the man who had done 


| the last—that man was set free, discharged 
| from arrest, the Government thereby confess- 
ing that he had been guilty of no crime for 
| which he could be punished. 





But when it became apparent that no one | 


| would be punished, Congress came forward 
| and passed the fourteenth amendment, and it 
was ratified by the States. Congress thereby 


cannot punish these men, yet we intend to 
signify our disapprobation of the rebellion; 
| we intend to mark its criminality, by putting 
in the Constitution a provision that will for- 
ever prevent these men from holding office; 
they may vote; they may come forward and 
contribute to the election of Presidents and 
| others; they may exercise every right that 
every loyal man can, but they shall be excluded 
| from the single privilege of holding office.’’ 
We intended that as the last means of signify- 
ing our view of the criminality of that rebel- 
lion; and now it is proposed that that shall 
be obliterated ; that these men shall be invited 
back as if they had done nothing wrong; as if 


have | it were a mere mistake upon their part; and 
it, will they voluntarily tax themselves to pay |i 


Why was | 
Has the world ever | 


The | 


more than any other man living to bring the | 
rebellion on, to continue it, and to hold out to | 


intended to say, and the whole world so under- | 
stood it, ‘* Although it has turned out that we | 





ties intended to be protected by that bill dy 
not belong to citizens of the United States. 
but he insisted that Congress had not the 
power to enforce them, and that Congres; 
vould not interfere except upon the conditioy 
that the States first attempted by legislation, o; 
by the enforcement of some principle of the 
common law, to deny to any person the exer. 
cise and enjoyment of those privileges or 
immunities. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator allow 
me to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THURMAN. He may have been mis. 
led by the want of some care in my language, 
speaking as I did very unexpectedly and also 
very hurriedly last night, and I infer frow 
what he has just said that he has been. My 
Osition is not that Congress may not pass any 
aes upon the subject of privileges or immuni- 
ties until aState has passed some law denying 
them, or until a State has failed to entorce 
them; but what I contended was, that the 
power of this Government cannot interiere at 
all to overcome any such law of a State, or to 
overcome any such failure to protect the priv- 
ileges and immunities of a citizen, no matter 
when the act of Congress may have been passed, 


| until that denial or abridgment of them by 


the State shall have taken place. The dis: 
tinction is important. My view of it is that 
although Congress may pass a law in anticipa- 
tion, yet that law remains wholly suspended in 
its operation until the case provided for in the 
Constitution shall happen. Until then, there 


| is nothing for the law to operate upon. 


Mr. MORTON. I think I did not misun- 
derstand the distinguished Senator. I under- 
stood him as saying what he has just now said, 
but he has not now said that the privileges and 
immunities intended to be protected by this 
amendment of the Senator from Massachusvtis 
do not belong to citizens of the United States 
as such. I take him as confessing that they 
are privileges and immunities belonging to 
citizens of the United States as such. When 
he admits that, his whole argument is gone. 
If the Constitution of the United States con- 
fers a right, the enforcement or protection 0! 
that right belongs to the Government of the 
United States. Will that position be denied? 


| The Senator will not deny that wherever there 


is a right, a privilege, or an immunity that 


| flows from the Constitution of the United 


States, it is within the province of the Gov 


| ernment of the United States to protect te 
| enjoyment of thatright. Ifthe thingsintended 
| to be secured by this bill flow from United 
| States citizenship, if a man has them because 


| States. 


he is a citizen of the United States, from that 
fact and from that principle of law, then " 
follows that the protection of those privileges 
belongs to the Government of the | nited 
The conclusion cannot be resisted {0° 
a moment. Ifthe right of a man to the equal 
enjoyment of the privileges of traveling be- 


so the children of the South are being taught, || longs to him because he is a citizen o! the 
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United States, and that citizenship is created 
onstitution of the United States, then 
he protection of that privilege belongs to the 
ae ment of the United States. When the 
Senator concedes that these privileges are the 
privileges of ciuzens of the United States and 
hecause of that character, then he givesto the 
Government of the United States the power 


+ protect them. 


by the C 


Govern 


The Senator seems to argue, or seems to | 


he imbued with the idea, that the fourteenth 
amendment has given new privileges and im- 
munities to citizens of the United States. It 
hasnot. It has simply declared who shall be 
citizens, and then it says that no State shall 
abridge or deny the privileges or immunities 


of citizens, but it does not create a new privi- | 


lege or immunity. They existed before. 

‘Now, Mr. 
argument of his. He says Congress cannot 
interfere to protect these privileges and im- 
munities except where a State shall first deny 
them. Well, in point of fact, every State in 
the Union does deny them to-day. Am I mis- 
taken in that statement? ‘They are denied in 
come form by every State to-day. They are 
jenied in every State in this Union in some 
form, so that so far as the fact is concerned 
the case is made, even as put by the Senator 
from Ohio. 

But. Mr. President, the Senator took my 
friend from Nevada somewhat to task yester- 
day. He said that the Senator from Nevada 
could not comprehend a constitutional argu- 
ment, 
ability very much. ButI want to say this, 
that it is very difficult for a Democrat brought 
up in the old State-rights school of Virginia 


to comprehend the fourteenth and fifteenth | 
I have never met with one yet | 


amendments. 
that did. The Senator’s argument is that the 
State must first deny before the Government 
can enforce. IPf that is the case, no legislation 
is required. 
these rights or privileges it is unconstitutional, 
and the courts will so declare it. Any action 
on the part of the courts of a State in deroga- 
tion of these rights will be held to be in viola- 
tion of the Constitution. 
by the courts. But the Senator overlooks the 
great fact (and I have had the honor myself 
of calling his attention to it before on other 
questions) that the remedy for the violation of 
the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments was 
expressly not left to the courts. The remedy 
was legislative, because in each the amend 
ment itself provided that it shall be enforced 
by legislation on the part of Congress. 

If Congress is to enforce these amendments 
it must be done by affirmative legislation, by 
coming in and providing the penalties in case 
of their violation. We had the same principle 
precisely on the bill to enforce the filteenth 
amendment: ‘*No State shall deny the right 
of suffrage on account of race, color, or pre- 
vious condition of servitude.’’ The Senator 
from Ohio argued then that we could not inter- 
fere until some State had denied the right on 
that account, but he was met by the argument 
that this right was placed within the protec- 
tion of the Government of the United States ; 
that the Government could interfere by legis- 
lation, and must therefore interfere by legisla- 
tion in advance inthe wayitwasdone. In this 
bill we are simply following out the philosophy 
of the bill to enforce the fifteenth amendment. 

Enough, then, Mr. President, upon the con- 
stitutional question. 
while I believe it is a great strain upon the 
fourteenth amendment to amnesty by classes 
au all, yet as this bill exc!udes from amnesty 
the three classes who are the greatest crim 
nals, the principal authors of the rebellion, 
[am inclined to vote for it. 
laration here that universal amnesty, viewed 


President, I come to the last 


lutely in the innocency of treason in all future 
rebellions in the nation, by granting full am 
nesty and pardon to the authors of that great 
rebellion whose consequences will linger in 
this country for centuries to come. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I confess 
that [ am somewhat more at a loss to compre- 
hend the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Morton] 
on this occasion than I have ever been before. 
He ends his speech with a passage of very im- 
passioned rhetoric, in which he tells us that 
universal amnesty is universal inhumanity, and 
not simply inhumanity, but immorality; and 
yet he gives us to understand that with the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Massachusetts he is prepared to vote for this 
bill of almost universal amnesty. How he can 
reconcile it to himself to vote for a measure 
that upon his own statement is one of uni 
versal inhumanity to this and to sneceeding 
generations, and which is not only inhuman, 
but immoral, too; how he can reconcile it to 
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| the Senate—they proposed it long ago, they 


himself, entertaining those sentiments, to vote | 


for such a bill, requires more casuistry than I 
possess to find out. 

It is as plain as that two and two make four, 
that if this bill of universal amnesty is im- 


moral and inhuman, it will be none the less | 


immoral, and none the less inhuman, and 
teach no worse lesson, if the amendment of 
the Senator from Massachusetts be attached 
to it. With or without that amendment, if 


| amnesty teaches that treason is no crime, if 


[ thought he underrated my friend's | 


lf a State passes a law denying | 


1} 


| 


That is the remedy | 


In conclusion, I say that | 


I repeat the dec- | 


In its future consequences, in the lesson it is | 


to inculcate in history, I regard as inhumanity ; 
I regard it as immoral. We have no right to 


instruct our children in false principles, abso- || this bill have again and again 


amnesty encourages treason, if amnesty fos- 
ters rebellion, if amnesty puts into the mouth 


ment an incontrovertible argument in his de- 


fense; if that is the effect of amnesty, it will | 


be none the less its effect after you shall have || 


attached to it the civil rights bill of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts. How, then, the 


Senator from Indiana can denounce this billin | 


the way he has done, and in the same breath 
declare his intention to vote for it, passes my 
comprehension altogether. 


Mr. MORTON. The Senator does not 


| intend to misrepresent me. 


Mr. THURMAN. 

Mr. MORTON. Iwas speaking of universal 
amnesty. Iwas speaking of the bill as it came 
from the House of Representatives, which, in 
in its three exceptions, embraces those whom 
I regard as the principal authors of the rebel- 
lion, the ringleaders. I said that so far as 
the bill, as it came from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, went, with these exceptions exciud- 
ing these principal authors of the rebellion, I 
might vote for it. I did not say that | would 
vote for this bill if the amendment offered by 
the Senator from South Carolina was adopted 
making it universal. His motion is to strike 
out the exceptions. I am opposed to that. I 
can bring myselfto go no further than this bill 
goes as it came from the House of Representa 
tives with the amendmenton itthat was put on 
it in the Senate. 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, now, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I am only more at a loss than ever. It 
must be that 1 am particularly dull this morn- 
ing. If the Senator considers the bill which 
came from the House a bill not too narrow and 
not too broad, but precisely the right kind of 
a bill, containing the proper exceptions and 
going far enough in its exceptions, then I put 
it to him, why have we had this impassioned 
denunciation of amnesty this morning; where 
was there anything to denounce ? 


Certainly not. 


‘here has 
been no amendment offered to this bill yet 
to strike out a single one of its exceptions. 
The bill is here as it came from the House 
of Representatives ; it is before us as it came 
from the House of Representatives. There 
has been no amendment offered to strike 
out a single one of the exceptions as yet. 
When that amendment shall be offered it will 
be proper to consider the particular merits 
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proposed it weeks ago—to take this bill and 
pass it in totidem verbis as it came from the 
House of Representatives ; and where has been 
the trouble about it? If the friends of this 
bill, although they were dissatisfied with some 
of these exceptions, although they would rather 
have seen them stricken out, or most of them 
stricken out, yet were willing, for the purpose 
of harmony and for the purpose of a speedy 
passage of the bill, to take it just as it came 
from the House of Representatives, and to 
enact it into a law, where was the necessity 
for impassioned declamation this morning on 
the subject of amnesty? 

I can only account for it in one way. Tt 
has come to be the custom, I am inclined to 
think, for the Senator from Indiana, at the 
begiuning of each political campaign, to make 
a speech which the lesser lights of the Repub- 
lican party and the Republican press gener- 
ally announce as the key-note of that cam- 
paign; and it seems that he is looked to to 
sound the key-note of each campaign—that 
that function has been devolved upon him or 
assumed by him until it has passed into a part 
of the common law of the Radical party. 
And now at the beginning of this great cam- 
the Senator has sounded his 


| note again, and I only regret that in all the 
| years that he has been studying this music he 


| note. 


has found no new tune, nor even a single new 
It is the same old note again; it is the 
same old tune again; it is the same old hor- 


| rors of the rebellion; it is the same old wick- 
of every man who has resisted this Govern- || 


edness of the instigators of that rebellion; it 
is the same old terrible suffering that that re- 
bellion entailed on the country; and it is the 
same frightful array of ghosts, found nowhere 
except in the Senator’s imagination, of what 
is to result to this country should the Demo- 
cratic party ever get into power. 

Mr. BLAIR. Will the Senator permit me 
to interrupt him? ‘This is not the note the 


| Senator from Indiana sounded in 1865, when 
| he made a speech in favor of Johnson’s policy. 


of that exception, and say whether it shall | 


be stricken out or not. But the friends of 


| the Senator from Indiana. 


[| Laughter. | 

Mr. THURMAN. Well, I leave that to be 
settled between the Senator from Missouri and 
‘aulo majora can- 
amus, I speak of the present note. It is the 
same old cry of payment of the rebel debt; 
payment of pensions to rebel soldiers ; reinsti- 
tution of slavery; refusal to pay our own debt; 
re{usal to pay pensions to our own soldiers; and 
so ontotheend of thetune. ‘These are charges 
that certainly the Senator believes, or he wou!d 
not make them; for no one is authorized to 
charge a Senator,especially when speaking from 
his piace in this Chamber, with asserting what 
he does not believe. There are charges which 
undoubtedly the Senator believes; apprehen 
sions which his lively imagination conjures up in 
his fertile brain, but which I venture to say no 


other human being, in the whole length aud 
breadth of the Kepublic, in his senses, and 


intelligent enough to form an opinion, does 
believe for one single instant. 

Why, howisit? Payment of the rebel debt? 
How is it to be paid in the face of your 
fourteenth amendment, which prohibits even 
a State from muking wny payment of it. 
Payment of pensions to rebel soldiers! Pos- 
itively prohibited by your fourteenth amend- 
ment. Kepudiation of your own debt! Its 
payment is solemnly guarantied by your own 
Constitution. Reinstiuution of slavery! It is 
positively prohibited by your Constitution and 
by the constitution of every State inthe Union. 
And yet a Senator, a distinguished Senator, a 
Senator who is looked upon, perhavs, as the 
leader of his party and the particular mouth 
piece of the Administration, has the bolduess 
to get up in the American Senate, before it 
aud the American people, and, sounding the 
key note of the campaign, to hold up these 
preposterous pictures to frighten the creda- 
lous out of their propriety! Sir, it may do 


yroposed to || very well on the stump in some swamp of 





6 hh aan alin ath to 


f 





Indiana; it may do very well before an ignor- 
ability enough to comprehend what is reason- 
able and what is not, and who are accustomed 
to take the assertions of the Senator from In- 
diana asa part of the law of this land, as sacred 
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7 
| nesty,’’ there isa mental reservation that lead - 


| 


ant audience who do not know or have not | 


| 


and as truthful as Holy Writ; but with men | 


accustomed to reflect and dealing fairly with a 
subject, it is not too much to say—and I speak 
without disrespect to the Senator—that all the 
apprehensions he has expressed are simply 
preposterous—nay, more, simply ridiculous, 
So much for that, Mr. President. But I 
must confess that I am again at a loss tocom- 
prehend the course of the Senator. My Radi- 
cal friends, | begin to think, will have to go 
into a new election of what in the German 


ing Radicals in the Senate shali kill amnesty 
stone dead. 

Now, Mr. President, I do not charge any 
such false dealing upon the President; I 


| 
}) 


charge no such hypocrisy upon him; and yet | 


it does look wonderfully strange that nearly 
every important recommendation he makes 


'is ignored by his friends in this Chamber, 


and the knife put to its throat for the pur- 
pose of drawing the life-blood from it. 

So much, sir, for that. Now, let us have 
a word or two upon the Constitution, for my 
friend from Indiana has considered that the 
Constitution must be looked into a little. He 


| lays down this broad proposition, that what- 


infantry is called a fugleman, some one to |! 


tuke the lead and show how the thing is to be 
done, 
this morning the key-note of the campaign, 
but lo! and behold that key-note is, in effect, a 
denunciation of the President and of the Presi- 
dent's message which substantially recom- 
mends this very bill. 

Here is the President saying that the time 
for amnesty has come. The 
in 1868 ** Let us have peace,’’ but we found no 
peace. There were some of us who thought 
he has not lived up to that declaration. He 
was inaugurated in March 1869, and 1869 
passed away, and if we credit Radical state- 
ments we had no peace. And certainly we 
saw very little on the part of the President 
that tended to promote an era of peace and 
good will, The year 1870 passed by without 
any act or recommendation of the President 
to encourage the hope that we were at last to 
have peace. Then came 1871; and finally, at 
the close of that year in his annual message 
to. Congress, for the first time we have some- 
thing practical in the way of ‘‘ Let us have 
peace,”’ 
recommendation to pass the amnesty bill. It 


informed us that at last the.time had come, || 


and although I think some of the reasons that 
he gave for his recommendation are not exactly 
of the soundest and are not a little ungracious, 
I will ‘*not leok a gift horse in the mouth.’’ 
Ile recommended amnesty. He said the time 
had come to ‘* Let us have peace.”’ And now 
the leader of the Radical party in the Sen- 
ate arraigns the President’s recommendation 
and says, in effect, that it is a recommend- 
ation of inhumanity to generations to come, 
and not only that, but of immorality also ; 
that it is a recommendation that is to teach 
the South and the children of the South, nay, 
the children of all this eountry, in all time to 


come, that treason is no crime, and that the | 
southern rebels were in the right and we were | 
Without naming the President, | 


in the wrong. 
that is the effect of the speech made by the 
Senator from Indiana. 

Sir, 1 am at a loss to understand this Ad- 
ministration and its supporters. The Presi- 
dent recommends amnesty, and the leader of 
the party in the Senate denounces it in the 


most eloquent terms that his fertile brain and | 


inventive genius can suggest. ‘The President 
recommends civil service reform, and the 
distinguished Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. 


CARPENTER] pours out upon it all the vials | 


of his wrath and the wonderful scintillations 
of his wit, and all around the Senate Cham- 
ber we find that civil service reform, though 
recommended by the President and inaugu- 


rated by him, gets thecold shoulder from ee 
ar | 


who are looked upon as his most particu 
supporters and friends. I do not understand 
this Administration. If I were an unchari- 
table man, I should say that here was what in 
common parlance is called throwing a tub to 
the whale ; that it is a promise held out to the 
ear to be disappointed in the fulfillment; that 
when the President says ‘* Let us have civil 
service reform,’’ there is a mental reservation 


It was contained in the President's | 


The Senator from Indiana speaks here | 


President said | 





ever rights are conferred upon citizens of the 
United States by the Federal Constitution are 
taken under the protection of the Federal 
Constitution, and may be enforced by Con- 
gress by appropriate legislation. 1 might 
grant that proposition, and it would not touch 
the question before us; for there would still 
remain to be considered whether the rights 


| of the citizen are conferred by the Federal 


Constitution. ‘That is the first question. 
Then, secondly, if rights, &c., are so con- 


| ferred, are the rights, privileges, or immunities 


assumed by the Senator from Massachusetts 
in his amendment among them? If either of 


| these questions be answered in the negative, 
| then the Senator's proposition has no appli- 
| cation. Thirdly, comes the question, assuming 
| that we have powcr to enforce or secure rights, 


privileges, and immunities conferred or guar- 


antied by the Constitution, in what manner | 
| are we authorized to enforce or secure them; 


quo modo can we enforce or secure them? 


| And if it is found that you cannot constitution- 


| the fourteenth amendment, in the last clause | 


ally enforce or secure them in the mode pro- 


| posed by the Senator from Massachusetts, that 


is a conclusive answer to his amendment. If 





there is some other mode in which you can | 


enforce them according to the Constitution, 
that other mode is the proper mode. That is 
the ‘‘ appropriate legislation ’’ which it is pro- 
vided that Congress may adopt. 

But, says the Senator, these are questions 
not left to the courts, because it is provided in 


of it, that ‘*Congress shall have power to 
enforce by appropriate legislation the provis- 
ions of this article.’ Need the Senator from 
Indiana be told that Congress would have pre- 
cisely the same power if that section were 
stricken out; that that section is no broader 
at all than the section of the original Consti- 
tution which gave to Congress the power to 





enact all legislation necessary to carry into | 


effect the provisions of the Constitution, or 
the powers couferred upon any department 
of the Government by it? 

This very language, ‘‘appropriate legisla- 


| tion,’’ is taken from an opinion of Chief Jus- 
'tice Marshall in the case of McCulloch vs. 
| Maryland, if my memory is right, in which he 
| makes the terms ** necessary legislation’’ and 


| tell you what is appropriate legislation. 


‘‘appropriate legislation’ synonymous and 
convertible terms. So that this language, 
‘*Congress shall have power by appropriate 
legislation to enforce the provisions of this 
article,’’ is nothing more than the implied 


power which Congress would have if the sec- | 


tion were stricken out of the article altogether ; 


nothing more than Congress had under the old | 


provision authorizing it to enact all legislation 


necessary to carry out the power conferred | 


upon the Government or upon any depart- 
ment thereof. Thatis all. It is not a sub- 


into the torm of an express power that which 
would have been an implied power were this 
provision not in the Constitution at all. 
that take the question out of the jurisdiction 
of the courts’ No, sir; not at all. What, 
then, is ‘‘appropriate legislation?’ I will 


that civil service reform shall be killed in Con- || Constitution consists of several categories or 
gress; that when he says ‘‘ Let us have am- || classes, se to speak. One is agrant of powers || That is the only way in which it can be enforced. 


| 


a 


to the Federal Government; another clas. ™ 
| a prohibition against the exercise of powers 


by the Iederal Government; and the 4);,, 
class is a prohibition upon the exercise of sing 
tain powers by the States. This is the Cons + 
tution of the United States: affirmatiyel, 
grant of power; negatively, a prohibj 
power on the part of the Federal Gover 


ely, 4 
tion of 
nment: 


_and secondly, a prohibition against the ex, 


cise of power by the State governments. 
fourteenth amendment in the main is confine, 
to this latter category or class. It prohibjj, 
the States from exercising certain powers, gy, 
the remedy is precisely the same if a Stat, 
shall violate that provision of the Constitutig, 
that it would be if it were to violate one of 
the provisions in the original Constitutioy 

What says the original Constitution? “y, 
State shall coin money.’’ Suppose a Stato 
does coin money, how do you get at tha.’ 


The 


| You get at that under your law in this way. 


that the act of legislation which authorized tio 


coinage is declared by your Federal courts, tg 


which the question can be taken. to be a yio- 
lation of the Constitution of the United States 
and void. So with any other prohibition. Hers 
the fourteenth amendment declares, and jt js 
unnecessary to read any more of it perhaps 


|| than that which bears on this bill: ‘* No State 


| shall make or enforce any law which shal 


| abridge the paeeee or immunities of cit). 


zens of the United States.’’ That operates 
directly on the State. It cannot be denied 
that that operates directly on the State as q 


| political entity, because it cannot be contended 


for a@ moment that a manager of a theater 
can make a law of the State, and yet this bill 
is leveled at him ; that aninn keeper can make 


| a law of the State, and yet this bill is leveled 
/athim; that a railroad company can make the 
| law of the State, and yet this bill is leveled at 


it. No, sir, the law of the State can be made 
only by the legislative power of the State, 
its General Assembly. 

When, therefore, this Constitution says that 
no State shall make a law abridging the privi- 
leges or immunities of a citizen, it is the same 
as if it had said that no Legislature of any 


| State shall pass any such law, for that is the 
| only way in which the State can make a law. 
| But it would have been, perhaps, a lame in- 


strument if that were allaand hence it says no 
State shall enforce any law which abridges the 
yrivileges or immunities of a citizen of the 
United States. Why is that word ‘ enforced” 
put in there? It was put in for a twofold 
reason: first, because there were already on 
the statute- books of some of the States enact- 


| ments that did discriminate between different 


| who were formerly citizens. 


classes of citizens; that is, between those who 
were made citizens by thisamendment and those 
For instance, in 
the State of Kentucky, at the time this amend- 


| ment was passed, a negro man could not testi! 


against a white man; and I am told that the 


State law on that subject has not been repealed 


yet. Very well; here, then, comes in this cou- 


| stitutional provision that Kentueky shall not 


eufurce that law. It was because ot these 
Statutes that were upon the statute-books ot 
some of the States, already made, not to be 


_made, that this provision was put in that the 


States shall not enforce any law which makes 
any such discrimination. But I am willing to 


| go further than that, and say that a State shall 
| not enforce a common-law principle of tha! 


State which makes a discrimination forbidden 
by this Constitution, and that if the State, 


a. || through its highest authority entitled to ev 
stantive grant of power; it is simply putting | 


Does 


The | has determined to enforce such a law repug 


force that law, does enforce it, and if it makes 
a discrimination repugnant to the Constitution 
of the United States, then that matter shall be 
reviewed and justice done, and the Consiitu: 
tion vindicated. But how can that be? How 
can such a case happen? It can only happer 
when the highest judicial power in the Stale 


nant to the Constitution of the United States. 
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Suppose, for instance, that a negro man | 
resents himself at the door of a theater and | 
claims that he shall be admitted into the dress || 
circle of that theater, and the manager of the 
rvater refuses to admit him ; and suppose that | 
be a violation of the privileges or immunities | 
of that colored citizen, then what is his relief? 
[t is not in the statute law of the State that a 
negro shall not sit in the dress circle of the 
opera house; it has not been a law made by 
the State; but suppose the supreme court of 
the State shall decide, when the negro has 
brought his suit against the manager and has 
taken it to that tribunal, that it is part of the 
common law of that State that the manager of 
a theater may exclude a negro man from the 
dress circle of his theater. If that is a viola- 
tion of the Constitution of the United States, 
here isthe remedy: to give that man an appeal 
to the Federal courts, just as you do in every | 
other case, and just as you have done since 
1789; just as you do in every case in which 
the right in controversy is claimed under the 
Constitution or laws of the United States, and 
the decision of the State court is adverse to 
the claim. That is yourremedy. That is doing 
by this fourteenth amendment precisely what 
you have done by the original Constitution; 
that is getting at your evil and correcting the 
evil in precisely the way you have done from 
1789 down to this day. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask my friend a 
question ? 3 p 

Mr. THURMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ILask him to tell us how 
he distinguishes the principle of this amend- 
ment from the principle of the civil rights biil 
passed April 9, 1866. 

Mr. THURMAN. In regard to that I have 
to answer, that having been raised in that | 
school to whieh the Senator from Indiana 
referred, the old States rights Democratic 
school, in which the Senator from Indiana, 
too, I think, was raised, he and I having been 
disciples at the feet of those Gamaliels, were 
taught such doctrines, that I have never yet 
been able to subscribe to the constitutionality 
of all the provisions of the civil rights bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend will pardon 
me for saying that that does not answer my 
question. He is now enlightening us upon 
constitutional law, and | ask him to teli us 
whether there is any difference in the consti- 
tutional principle of this amendment from the 
constitutional principle involved in the civil | 
rights bill of 1866. Whether that may be con- 
stitutional or not, is not the question which [ 
put to my friend. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then I will answer the | 
Senator in this way: that I am trying now to 
make an argument on the Constitution and 
not an argument on the civil rights bill of | 
1866, and [ shall by no manner of means be 
led away from the study of the Constitution to 
find out how many unconstitutional acts the 
Republican party in Congress has passed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My apology is, that my 
friend had stated that this was the first in- 
stance since 1789 down to this time when | 











anything of this kind had been attempted; || 
und that led me, and I think justly, to ask him || 





how he distinguishes the principle of the | 
amendment of my friend from Massachusetts | 
from the civil rights bili of 1866, and now he || 
says he does not want to talk about that. | 

Mr. THURMAN. 1 do not wish to be in- | 
terrupted in an argument that I am trying to | 
make compact and logical, however poorly [ | 
may succeed, by being switched off on to the 
civil rights bill. 1 have not read the civil 
rights bill for a year. Apparently my civil 
rights have not been interfered with, and I have 
not had any occasion to look into the matter. 
If the Senator really desires to know my opin- 
10n On that bill, and thinks it is of any conse- 
quence whatsoever, I will study it up, | will || 
give the parallel between the two bills, and if 
{ cannot express it with the beauty of Plutarch || 
in his parallels of character, I will try to do it |) 


| every 
| never to be restored. 


| PENTER in the chair. ) 





| 
with sufficient clearness to be understood by | 


| the lawyers of the Senate, but I must take my 


| 
own time. 
Mr. President, once more here is a plain 
inhibition upon the States, and now it is pro- 
posed to pass a bill which pays no attention to 
the fact that the State has not violated the 
Constitution of the United States. I under- 
stand the argument of the Senator from Indi- 
ana. He has made it before. He made it, I 
think, more than two years ago, and it is an 
argument that strikes down every State gov- 
ernment in this Union as completely as if 
State constitution were annihilated, 


What is thatargument? It is that privileges, 


immunities, life, liberty, property, and the | 


protection of the laws in the United States are 
all taken in charge, and are under the guaran- 


tee of the Constitution of the United States, | 


and that thus taken in charge and under its 
guarantee and protection, Congress has a right 
to legislate upon any subject whatsoever, ac- 


| cording to its own discretion, that relates to 
| the privileges, the immunities, the life, the 


property, or the liberty of a citizen of the 
United States ; that it is wholly indifferent and 
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Mr. THURMAN. He looks so inviting that 
I cannot help it. [Laughter.} 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My honorable friend from 
Ohio has stated twice already that he had not 
been quite able to persuade himself that seces- 


| sion was lawful, which left the inference on 


my mind that he had tried very hard to ac- 
complish that purpose; and from what I had 
heard of the politics of Ohio, I thought he was 
perhaps stating himself justly; but lest | may 
have misunderstood him, | should like to 
know how that is. 

Mr. THURMAN. When the Senator from 
Vermont gets to be Chief Justice of the United 


| States, as some people say he will be, ke will 


| of a judge to hear both sides. 


then get it into his head that it is the duty 
Having once 
occupied a judicial position, l learned to hear 
both sides, and hearing both sides, I confess 
that I have seen the time when | was troubled 
with the question, and yet, as I said before, I 
never -was able to bring my mind to subscribe 
to that doctrine, nor wished to see it prevail. 
But the Senator’s interruption has led me 


|| away from my line of argument, until | have 


immaterial whether a State has legislated upon | 
that subject or not; that it is wholly immaterial | 
what are the laws of a State, that the acts of | 


Congress passed in pursuance of the Constitu- 


tion are the paramount law of the land, and 
that Congress may, therefore, enter upon this | 
| subject as res integra, as a new thing, and may 


in its own discretion, without any reference to 
State legislation, State judicial decision, State 


custom, or State practice, make just such a | 
If this is | 
the case, then all local self-government is | 
wiped out in this land; for there is not one | 
subject of legislation, no, not one, not even a | 


code of laws as it sees fit to make. 


tax bill, that may not be referred to the cate- 


gory of the privileges, the immunities, the lib- | 


erty, the life, the property, or the protection 
of the citizen. It this interpretation of the 
Constitution be true, then the Federal Gov- 
ernment has swallowed up every State govern- 


swallowed by the whale. 
such interpretation as that. 
Sir, while I never could get myself to believe 


| that the doctrine of secession was right,although 


[ saw the full force of the argument in its favor, 
and although that doctrine had the sanction 
of names that have been honored at the North 
as much as Calhoun’s was ever honored at the 


South, although Quincy, of Massachusetts, and || 


after him John Quincy Adams, boldly aflirmed 
it long ago—— 

Mr. EUDMUNDS. Where and when? 

Mr. THURMAN. ‘* Where and when!” 
Quincy on the question of the annexation of 
Louisiana, and John Quincy Adams ina speech 
which he made on the annexation of ‘lexas, 
[ believe. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, no! 

Mr. THURMAN. I say that although that 
doctrine had been maintained, although it was 
in Mr. Rawle’s Commentaries on the Constitu 
tion, whieh for many and many a long year 
you sent to your students at West Point to 
learn as the proper commentary on the Con- 
stitution ; although almost every northern State 


| ment as completely as the prophet Jonah was | 
[ protest against any 





at one time or another had passed resolutions | 


| affirming the Virginia and Kentucky resolu- 


tions of 1798 and 1799; although William Henry 
Harrison, for whom you voted for President, 
voted to affirm those resolutions in the Legis- 
lature of Ohio ; although Henry Clay again and 
again affirmed them to be a true exposition of 
the Constitution, in the face of all which facts 
no man can say that the question was free from 
doubt; and yet | must say that for myself I 
never have been able to acquiesce in the doce- 
trine that a State had the right to secede at will. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President—— 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Car- 


Ohio yield to the Senator from Vermont? 


|| quite so severe upon these people. 


almost forgotten what I was talking about. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator was speaking of Rawle on the Constitu- 
tion. [Lauglhiter. | 

Mr. THURMAN. Iwas. Iam athousand 
times obliged to the Chair. [Laughter.] That, 
however, was only a part of what | was saying 
on the subject of secession. [Laughter.] The 
Senator from Indiana ought not to have been 
He ought 
not to have treated them as quite such outrage- 
ous men, when the very doctrine they followed 
was the doctrine contained in a book which 
you put into the hands of every student who 
went to your West Point Military Academy. 

Mr. President, | once more say that, although 
I have never gone to any such length as some 
State-rights men have gone in deducing the 
doctrine of the right of secession, and have 
| never believed and do not believe in that doe- 
trine, yet Lam, and hope I shall die a State- 
rights man. lam so because I believe that 
the existence of the States and the existence 
of local self-government are essential to free- 
dom and to prosperity in this country. 

Why, sir, if there is no such thing as State 
rights, how comes it that the two distinguished 





|| Senators from Vermont are here, coming 


from a State with not one tenth, not one 
| twelfth, very little more than one thirteenth of 
| the population of the State of New York? 
How comes it that with three hundred thou- 
| sand inhabitants only, there are two Senators 
on this floor from Vermont, while New York, 
| with more than four millions, has but two? 
| How comes that, sir; is there no such thing 
as State rights? What right have they to 
mace local law for Ohio? Why should New 
| York, with her four millions of people and 
| only two Senators on this floor, have her 
local law made here by the votes of twelve 
Senators trom New England, when all new 
Kngland has not a population equal to hers? 
| How is it that twelve votes shall be received 
| here from New England to make local law for 
| Missouri? In that local law New England 
bas no interest whatsoever, while that great 
State, soon to have a population equal to that 
of all of New England, and now with a pop- 
ulation half as great, has but two Senators on 
this floor. What is it that gives this unequal 
representation in the Senate but the doctrine 
of State rights; nay, sir, to go further, but the 
| doctrine of the original sovereignty of the 
States? I am not complaining of this. Iam 
willing to stand by this inequality in the Sen- 
ate of the United States so long as you stand 
| by the Constitution as its framers intended it 
to be. So long as you do not trample State 
governments out of existence, so long as you 
| let local legislation be the subject of local 
| State law alone, so long as you do not inter- 





Does the Senator from || fere and usurp the powers that properly belong 


\| to the States, I greet with arms wide open the 
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Senators from the smallest State of this Union : 
nay, I will the Senators from Nevada 
into my embrace, although their whole State 
does not contain as many people as the little 
city in which I live; [will take them and wel- 
come them here as long as you leave to the 
State governments that power which the fram- 
ers of the Constitution intended they should 


take 


have, and which, in my judgment, is essential 


to the very existence of free institutions at all. 
But if you will strike down that power, if you 
will abolish local legislation, if you will anni- 
hilate the States, if you will make them mere 
departments of a centralized Government, if 
you will make them the mere counties of a 
great State, then I say to Senators the time will 
come when that inequality in the Senate will 
not be submitted to longer. Ido not want to 
see it. I want to see no such question raised. 
I want to see the Constitution administered 
in the spirit in which it was framed. I want 
the General sufficiently «strong 
to protect us against all foreign aggression. 
I want it to be sufliciently strong to protect us 
in the enjoyment of peace in this country so 
far as that function is devolved upon it by the 
Constitution. I want to believe that, with all 
its blessings, it will endure for all time to come, 
if anything of earthly institution can so long 
endure. But I do firmly believe that it 1s 
precisely the institution of State governments, 
it is precisely the allotment of local legislation 
to a local power, which enables this Republic 
to spread itself from ocean to ocean, and from 
the arctic zone down tothetorrid. Strike that 
cut of it, strike its local self-government out of 
the system, and it will go the way that all con- 
solidated centralized Governmeuts have gone 
in alltime past: first a despotism uneudarable, 
and next a rending into fragments 
numerous far than the States of this Union 
now are. 

Mr. President, I ask pardon of the Senate 
for having eccupied so much time, and most 
unexpectedly, this morning. These are my 
views, and | could not help expressing them. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I ask the 
indulgence of the Senate a few minutes in 
reply. ‘This speech that we have heard about 
the State governments being swallowed up, 
about the General Government absorbing all 
power, and about the despotism that is to come, 
has been frequently heard in the swamps of 
Indiana to which my friend referred. It isthe 
same old Democratic speech with which the 
people are perfectly familiar in the swamps of 
Indiana and everywhere else. ‘The Senator 
talks about State rights, but he expressed his 
whole philosophy in a phrase that dropped 
from him just before he concluded, * the ori- 
ginal sovereigaty of the States.’’ I tell the 


Government 


Senator that as long as that doctrine is urged | 


upon this country, there will be those who 
believe in the right of secession. I believe in 
State rights. I hold that there are State rights 
that are sacred and unapproachable. ‘They 
are conferred by the Constitution of the United 
States, and they are safest under the protec- 
tion of the nation, and the States have them 
because the Constitution has so declared, and 
not because of any original sovereignty. My 
State is the offspring of the Republic; she 
was carved out of territory that belonged to 
the nation; she was born of an act of Con- 
gress; she never had any original sovereignty, 
and but for that act of Congress she would 
to-day be buta Territory. And yetthe Senator 
talks about the original sovereignty of Ohio 
and Indiana. These States have rights because 
the Constitution gave them to them ; the States 


more | 


and the General Government both have rights; | 


they both derive them from the same fountain, 
and one class of rights is just as sacred as the 
other; but just as long as this old doctrine of 
State sovereignty is urged upon the nation 
there is no security against future rebellions. 

The Senator says that it is absurd to talk 
about the assumption of the rebel debt, or 
pay for their slaves, or pensioning the rebel 





| Senator that the 


| fifteenth was binding upon the nation. 


| come into power they will trample upon both 
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soldiers; and he refers me to the fourteenth || the power we ask you to make your word, 


amendment. Does it not present a strange 
spectacle to the Senate that the Senator at- 
tempts to answer my argument by referring me 
to the fourteenth amendment, when the great 
body of his party to-day—he has not denied 
it, and he will not deny it—are planted upon 
the ground that the fourteenth and fifieenth 
amendments were ratified by fraud and duress, 
and are not binding upon the nation? ‘There 
is where his party stand; and yet he refers me 
to the fourteenth amendment as an answer to 
my argument! Myargument is that when that 
party come into power, if they ever should, | 
they will disregard the fourteenth and fifteenth 

amendments. They will, if they are consist- 

ent with themselves. Why, Mr. President, did 

they not go to the country in 1868 upon the 


invalidity of the fourteenth amendment, and || 


in 1870? 
State Legislature that has not so resolved ? 

Mr. THURMAN. Allow me to remind the 
fourteenth amendment was | 
not adopted in 1868, wheu the Democratic 
convention met. 

Mr. MORTON. The fourteenth amendment 
was ratified during 1868. 

Mr. THURMAN. No,sir; it has been rati- 
fied since I came into the Senate, and I came 
in on the 4th of March, 1869. 

Mr. MORTON. My friend from Vermont 
will look up the date. [am not mistaken in 
the point that his party almost uniformly, not | 
entirely, but the great body of his party have 
steadily denied that that amendment or the 
The 
Senator from Vermont says the final ratifica- 
tion by Georgia was in July, 1868, and I think 
the proclamation came out in 1868, before the 
presidential election, if | am not mistaken. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It did. 

Mr. MORTON. Then Lam right ali around. | 
Now, Mr. President, the Senator from Ohio, 
with the position of his party undisguised and 
undenied authorizing me to say that if they 


these amendments, yet undertakes to answer 
my argument by referring me tothe fourteenth 
amendment! 

He says he does not understand this Admin- 
istration, Mr. President, the Democratic party 
does not understand this Administration. They 
do not understand the times in which they 
live. 
backward, who never sees anything until he 


| 


They are like a man riding in the cars | 


And where is there a Democratic || 





has got clear by it. [Laughter.] the Dem- 
ocratic party is not only incapable of reform- 
ing itself, but is incapable of accepting a re- 
form already made. And, talking about pay- 


ment for their slaves, I undertook to show | 


how they would bring that thing about if they 
came into power. ‘They would do it by simply 
refusing to vote mouey to pay the interest 
upon our debt, to pay pensions to soldiers, 


/and thus they would compel the assumption 


| gress and out of it? 


of the payment for their slaves in some form, 
because they would then have the means in 
their power. 


good,’’ I say to the country that the Demo. 
cratic party is committed by its history 
nearly ten years, by its uniform professions o 
that subject, to pay the South for the emay. 
cipated slaves when it is placed in power, 

Mr. President, the condition of the Sout) * 
is bad enough. But who is chiefly responsible 
forit? Why, sir, the Democratic party in 1s¢g 
when they assembled in convention, resolyed 
as follows: 


lor 


“And that we regard the reconstruction acts | 
called) of Congress, as such, as usurpati 


unconstitutional, revolutionary, and void,’ 


ay 


( 
ons, and 


The Democratic party in convention assem. 
bled in New York instructed the whole Sout) 
that the reconstruction acts were null and 
void; and that they thereby had a right 1) 
resist them. ‘That was not put in the plat- 
form, but that is the meaning of it. If those 


"acts were null and void, the people had a righ; 


to resist them, and the Democratic party so 
instructed the people of the South, and they 


| have acted upon that hypothesis ever since. 


But, sir, the Senator from Misssouri, [ Mr. 
Biair,] who interrupted me awhile ago, was 
placed upon that ticket on account of his dis 
tinguished ability and of his influence before 
the country. He was placed upon the ticket 


| in 1868 for the second office, and before he 
| was placed upon that ticket he wrote a letter, 
| and it was upon the strength of that letter 


chiefly that his nomination was brought about. 
I ask the Secretary to read an extract from it. 

Mr. BLAIR, If the Senator had not backed 
out from his speech of 1865, I think he would 
have got my place on the ticket. [ Laughter. } 

Mr. MORTON. I think not. Does the 
Senator know what my speech of 1865 con- 
tains? If he does, if he is not in ignorance 
of it and has not simply taken some Demo- 
cratic newspaper version of it, he would not 
say what he does. I wiil tell him what it con- 
tains. In the speech that I made in Septem. 
ber, 1865, and which the Democracy have fre 


| quently ailuded to because they wanted some- 
| thing with which to attempt to impugn my 


position, | declared that I was in favor of uui- 
versal suffrage, that I believed there was no 
ground for distinction between white and black ; 
but I did say then that in view of the fact that 
four millions of men had just been emancipated 
and were generally without education, I thought 


| they ought to have a period of probation in 


Now, | desire to put another question. I || 


ask if the Democratic party of this nation is 
not committed in principle and profession to 
payment for their slaves?) When Mr. Lincoln 
issued his proclamation that set the slaves free, 
I ask if it was not pronounced unconstitutional 
by the Democratic party everywhere, in Con- 
I ask if the Democratic 
party is not committed, in Congress and out 
of it, to the doctrine that the emancipation 
proclamation was unconstitutional, and that it 
was a great wrong inflicted upon the South? 
They have so uniformly published it, and when 
the Democratic party comes into power and 
the southern wing says to the northern Democ- 
racy, ‘‘ Now, we want you to stand up to your 
uniform professions ; throughout the war you 
said this was a fraud; you said it was uncon- 
stitutional; you said we were wronged out of | 
our slaves, if you believed what you said, if | 


| you were honest, now that you have got | 


| Senator taunts me with it. 


which to prepare for citizenship, and I men- 
tioned a period of from ten to fifteen years: 
but I fully committed myself to the principle 
of universal suffrage, as | have always done. 
It so turned out that the South, acting under 
the inspiration of the Democratic party in the 
North, did not permit us to postpone the en- 
franchisement of the colored people of the 
South. We could not reconstruct upon the 
basis of the white population. We must have 
a loyal basis upon which to reconstruct, and we 
were compelled to enfranchise them at once, 
and not wait for their education, and so we did. 
What I said in 1865 was the general position 
of the Republican party at that time. The 
I will remind him 
that once upon a time he belonged to the Ke- 
publican party. He left that party. I will 
not say that thereby he did the party a great 
injury or conferred a great benefit. I leave it 
to the country to determine which it was. 
Mr. BLAIR. I will tell the Senator that I 
did leave the party, and I left it because of its 
usurpations. I joined it when the whole party 
could sit down to a dinner-table, and I left it 
when it had power all over this country, to 
join a party that was outof power. 1 remem- 
ber that when the Senator delivered that 
speech, it was thought that he was a very 
appropriate person for Mr. Johnson’s Cabinet 
even. If the people of the South were misled 


_ by anybody, they were as much misled by him 





as by any one else, and by the teachings of 
that speech of his. 
Mr. MORTON. The Senator attributes 4 
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As to being a very proper person 
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Mr. Johnson’s Cabinet, i never thought 
. [do not believe Mr. Johnson ever thought 
‘9+ but one thing | know, that Mr. Johnson 
ver bad an Office in his gift that | would 
ecept. ido not say that out of any — - 
~neettobim. have heard it said that | sought 
‘nlace in his Cabinet. Allow me to say to 
Senator that that is utterly and entirely 
lee, and whoever said it, said it without any 
rity. Lhere never was an hour that | 
id have resigned the Governorship of 


the time—for 
United States 


a~—Il was Governor at 

ny | ace except a seat In the 
sense ite. > 

Now. sir, I ask to have a portion of the 


TI 


& 


Senator's letter read, which [ have sent up to | 


the desk. er 
lhe Chief Clerk read as follows: 
“There is no possibility of changing the political 


character of the Senate, even if the Democrats 
should elect their President and a majority of, the 
popu ir branch of Co yngress, We cannot, there ore, 
indo t ie Radical plan of reconstruction by congres. 


nal action; the Sennte will continue a bar to its 
Must we submit to it? How can it be over- 
wn? Itcan only be overthrown by the auther- 
ty of the Executi ive, who i is sworn to Maintain the 

nstit ut ion, and who will fail to do his duty if he 
» Constitution to peris sh under a series of 


repeal. 





thir 








gre nalenactments which arein palpable vio- 
ition of it ee princip ke s. 
| e President elected by the Democracy en- 
rees or permits others to entorce shese recoustruc- 
, acts, the Radicals, by the acce asior i 1 of twenty 
nurious seauberd and fifty Rep: resentatives, will 
trol both branches of Congress, and his min- 
istration will be as powerless as the present one of 
Mr. Johnson. 


‘There is but one way to restore the Government 
ind the Constitution, and th: + is for the President- 
elect to declare these acts null an 1 void, compel the 
Army to undo its usurpations at the South, disperse 

1e © carpet-bag State governments, allow the white 

ople to reorganize their own ge overnments, and 
penators and Re present atives.’’ 


elect 


Mr. MORTON. 


le a r the Senator w 


Upon the strength of that 
jas placed apex the ticket 
for Vice President. In that lett he declared 
that if the Democratic eupikdain should be 
elected President, it would be his duty, becom- 
ing a dictator and a despot, to declare the acts 
of Congress unconstitutional and void, and to 
use the Army to disperse, as he calls it, the 


carpet-bag governments that had been set up 
by the Congress of the United States; and 
when he was nominated upon the tick oe at 


licket 


being thereby P le dgs ad, if aa 
usurp the power of declaring that the acts of 






Congress were nulland void, and that the Presi- 
dent aaa exercise liis military power t vedie: 
perse the carpet-bag governments, and thus 


become a milita 


} * ei 3 rpritt 
ry despot—alter having written 
} 
iband gone 


before the people upon it, with 
enon does the Senator 

left the j 
ations 7? 
he Sens 


Wiat KING Ol Vv COme 


iore the @ou ntry and 
ican party ‘* cause of ifs usury 
Mr. BLAIR. [ will tell 1 ior 
lhe PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ca 
‘TER inthe ehair.) Does the Senator from 
liana yield to the Senator from Missouri? 
Mr. MORYVON. I shall be through in on 
moment. 
the PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ator from Indiana declines to yield. 
Mr. MORTON. In speaking to day I had 
expected to speak simply on the question of 
amnesty inthe abstract. [ have been dragged 
nto a political discussion by the Senator from 
Ohio. Nevertheless I have no objection to it 
if he has not. 
(he Senator from Ohio said that the Presi- 
‘ut had recommended universal amnesty. 
» President has done no such thing. The 
Ps side ‘nt spoke about general amnesty. We 
inderstand that there is a broad distinction 
aiways between speaking of ‘‘ general am- 
nesty’’ and ‘universal amnesty ;’’ but the 
rresident in his message intimated the very 
‘xceptions that are made in this bill; inti- 
mated the exception of the principal crimi- 
nals, if | remember his language correc tly. 
The Senator has said that this is the begin- 
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say, ‘I 


eDUdD 


P} 


The Sen- 





ning of the campaign. 
h 7un the 


unas beg 
tnmenc ed 


Allow me to say that 
campaign. The cam- 

in this Chamber, | 
ewhat different 
it it is not en 
who be gin a campaign do not 
Wee xpect to go be 


he then 
paign 

thought, 
few 


Was € 
under som 1usprHes a 
led. 
always 
fore the ¢ yuntry in 
coming campais vn. and we e xp ect to arraign 
the Democratic party upon its history, upon 
its record, and we expect to hold it responsible 
for what it has done, and for those things that 
it is pledged to carry out if it should come into 
power; andif we shall talk about the rebellion, 
it will be because the rebellion has happened, 
id because the consequences of it have not 
a ssed away. 

Mr. President, there can be but two parties 
in this country until the issues of the war are 
settled. During the war there were but two 
armies; there could not be a third one; and 
there can be but two parties in this country 
until the issues of the war are settled. Who- 
ever is not for us is against Kvery road 
out of the epee party leads into 
Demoeratic party. Every man must take his 
choice upon whi ak side he will be in this con- 


flict. 


weeks ago, b hose 
end it. 


the 


us. 


The ascendeney of the Democratic parby, 
as | before remarked, would be the greatest 
national disaster that could happen. Sir, the 
continued supremacy, the presence here in 
this city of a Republican Administration, is 
the only guarantee that exists in some vies 
lor the preservation of life, liberty, and pro 

rty today. Put the Democratic party ia 
power pleds od | interfere » not to execute 
the Ku Klux law, and in al | ist ash or 
eight States of this Union there would be no 
security for the life, liberty, or property ofthe 
Union people of those States The civil and 
political rights of at least four million people 
are dependent upon the continued supremacy 
of the Renubliean party. 

Sir, this is a great question, far more import- 
ant than civil service reform, far more import 
aut than tariff q iestions for the time being. 
It is a question that touches the life of the 
nation. The life-blood once drawn cannot be 


can be 


great 


mms there 
sthe 


restored. Upon other questi: 
legislation years 


ainental question : 


tocome. | fund- 


itis the great na 





tional prob- 
lem yet to be solved, and until it is solved, and 
there is peace and security in every State in 
his Union, we ll continue to dweil upon 
the questions ot past and the threatenings 
of th » future. 

Mr. SCOTT Mr. President, the arg 
ments which have been advanced to-day by 
the Senator from Indiana and the Senator 
from Ohio affeeting general political topies 
will doubtless be duly weighed by the people 
to whom they have been addressed 
Senate hus before it, practically, two measures 
of legislation ; and unless I shall be dis 
as | do not propose to be if I ean help it, to 
| discuss any other question, I wish to say a few 
words bearing only, ind | hope practically, 





| civil rights bill, to secure, as is alle 


upon those two measures. 


The first is a bill termed an amnesty bill, 


improperly so termed, as 1 took occasion to 
say when | addressed the Senate on this sub- 
ject before; and that bill under a constitu- 
tional provision requires a vote of two thirds 
to pass it. When it came before us the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts offered an amend- 


ment, termed and known asthe supplementary 
ged, certain 
civil rights to those who are now de snied them. 

That measure, if propose od by itself, requires 
a bare majority to pass it. A motion has been 
made to take up another bill, coming from the 


House of Representatives, a little different 


from the pending one in its provisions in rela- 
tion to amnesty. and it} urged th if we take 
up that bill we shall get clear of the trouble 
some questions that are prese d by the pend: 
ency of the amendment involving crvil rigat 
i! I do not believe we shall, because | have no 


the | 
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| two-thirds vo 


lam rea 


doubt that 
off red 


ow 


the same amendments will be 
to that bill, and if they are offered wa 
> to meet the same questions we have al- 
‘ady met, unless the amendment be declared 
out of order upon parliamentary grounds. 

While I do not desire that this last bill shall 
be taken up simply for the purpose of deciding 
a question of order, | do wish to call attention 
to the incongruity of attaching to either of these 
bills the amendment of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. So far as securing the purposes 
that are intended to be secured by that amend- 
ment is concerned, when a proper bill shall be 
presented and considered, if its provisions 
having the se rutiny of a committee and of the 
Senate are constitutional, it shall have my sup- 
port. 

i do not take the narrow ground that is 
charged upon many of looking upon the Con- 
stitution now as it was to be looked at before 
the adoption of the thirteenth, fourteenth, and 
fifteenth amendments. Whatever may be said 
about political schools, about the resolutions 
1798, or about strict construction, no man 
can deny that we now have a stronger Govern- 
ment than we had before those amendments 
were adopted, and that for the protection of 
human rights the Congress of the United States 
is invested with far greater powers to legislate 
than it was before the passage of those amend: 
And, sir, the rights of life, 
property, wherever the privileges 
and immunities of citizeus of the United States 
of any race or color are practically denied, | 
aud willing to sapport any proper 
measure of legislation in its appropriate place 
them. 

have now before us a bill which, 
constitutional provision, 

teto pass it; and, led away by 
analogy, we are con- 
it & measure of 
rdinary legislation. When I say ‘ ordinary 
legisiation,’’ Ido not mean ordinary in im- 
but ordimary in its mode of passing. 
When the amendment was first presented, it 
was suggested atoncethat it like an amend: 
ment offered to a treaty, that a majority vote 
could pass it, but it required « two-thirds vote 
finally to ratify the treaty. The 
itself, it seemed to ime, ought to 
ried with it this re flection, that the provision 
in regard to the rat a treaty 
a speeilic pre plicable only 
Congress, the 


of 


nents. wherever 


I 
i 


iperty, or 


ly 


to secure 

But we 
under a requires a 
What seems to mit 


side 


| 
uw taise 


: } 
ring 28 ah amenament to 


portance, 


was 


hcgrest ? 
ip t LiOt 


have car- 
ifi cation of being 
and th 


braneh of the nat 


Vision, 


at aj 
i 


to one om 


analogy totally and entire y failed. It was 
no argument to convince us that we might 
aitach thal inendmeut s bil l, for that 
provision, requiring a two-t ‘hinds vote to ratify 
Lt , end ith the exercise of it in the 
enate it requires no further action in the 
House for the purpose of ratifying that treaty, 
it is the exere] fs y contided to the 
President and the Senate alone. That was 
int ! as “ath analogy for the purpose of 


regulating legislation which requires the assent 
ti 


ises. 


The exceptional provisions in the Consti- 
tution are the one to which I refer as to the 
ratification of treaties, the proposition of an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 


States, t the passage of an amnesty bill, or the 
passage of a billover the veto of the Executive 
Fiveie are exceptional provisions, and when 
the requisite vote is given, it may be fairly 
argued, nothing more is required, and the 
executive sanction is unnecessary. It cer- 
tainly dispenses with it when the veto is over- 
ridden. It has been decided that it dispenses 
with it when it is proposing an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States. But 
we have an amendment proposed to this bill 
which under the reqnires 
thirds to pass it, and we have decided that we 
will consider it. 
Now, Mr. | 
perhaps future bineiali 


rye a 


Conatitution two 


measure affecting 
gely, (because i 


side a 


tion id! 


| take it ‘* any amnesty bill is to be passed there 





ae ate? 


{ 
| 
| 





>t heel 


ree 


330 


will still be exceptions e nough a re to re quire 


bills here ,) let us look 


id if we 


pDumerous 
where we 
consider this amendment and pass upon it as 

nent to this bill. If it be right, if 
it be power of the Senate to con 
ider this amendment and in the end pass it by 


spe cla 


shall e 


an amet dy 
within the 


a two-thirds vote, then when the constitutional 
amendment offered by the Senator from Mas 

sachusetts to limit the presidential term to one 
term of four years shall be considered, it will 
be just as applicable there, and may be put 
upon that amendment as properly as it can 
here. It matters not whether it bein the form 
of a concurrent resolution or of a bill; itis as 
applicable there. The argument 
strong in the one case as in the other; and I 
use that illustration for the purpose of direct- 
ing the Senate to where it will 
le id un, 


attention of the 
then, it 


Suppo e, were attached to 
that amendment instead of to this bill, what 
are the consequences? I irst, you pass this 
by the requisite two thirds. Then you have 
blended together a measure which does not 
require the executive sanction and a measure 
which does require it, The amended civil 


rights bill cannot become a law until the Pres- 
ident has approved it, and you then send it 
to him, and what do you place in his power? 
You place it in his power to veto the proposed 
amendment, to which the Constitution does not 
require his assent, 

Mr. EDMUNDS This isnota proposition 
toamend the Constitution of the United States 


Ii is & proposition to pass a law. 


Mr. SCOTT. Iam aware of that. 
Mr. EDMUNDS And I ask my friend to 
demonstrate, if he can, how it is that this bill 


without the amendment, passed just as the 
House passed iL, does not require executive 
approval ? 

Mr. SCOTT. 
that it doe not 
but J am arguing 


I am not demonstrating at all 
require exec! utive 
that if it be proper to con- 
sider this as an amendment to this bill, 
is the subject of a speciltic and exceptional 
provision in the Constitution of the U 
States, you « tas well attacl 
resolution to amend the Constitution of the 
United States, attached all the con 
sequences follow which I now proceed to point 
out. 

The first is 
lative } 


you perinit the 


approval ; 
which 


nited 
au ju iit to a joint 


and once 


that by 


incorporating a legis 
rovision 


with one of this 
Ixec utive to veto 
to which his assent is not required 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
friend this question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER 
Senator from Pennsylvania yield? 

Mr. SCOTT. Certainly. 
and I am glad to have the 
in arriving at it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. |! 
and for information. My friend says this would 
be just like attaching this an 1endment to a 
proposition to amend the Constitution of the 
United States, if | understand him. Now, let 
me ask him whether there is not a distinction 
between this proposition, which is a law, and 
&@ proposition to amend the Constitution, which 
is not a ars but which is submitted to the 
States for their approval, which have not the 
power of vetoing acts of Congress, which have 
not the power of making national laws? And 
is there not a pretty wide distinction between 
loading a bill, to use my 
which may require executive sanction and 
requires two thirds to pass it, with something 
that less than two thirds m: LY pass, aaa putting 
an act of legislation ri 1 & proposition which 
is sent out from the law-making g power to the 
several States for their considerat: yn? 

Mr.SCOTT. Thereisadistinction between 
the character of the two measures, but 
is no distinction whatever as to eit 
priety of doing it or the power of 
the Senate. 


character 
a measure 


Allow me to ask my 


Does the 


Truth is my object, 
aid of the Senator 


ask in the best spirit 


rena s ¢ xpre Ssion, 


Lhere 
ier the pro 

deca it in 
Both arelaws; both are intended 


— 0 urselves Lo 


is just as | 


| give to the Executive the power of 


to become laws. But I simply wish to pro- 
ceed with this analogy for the purpose of calling 
the attention of the Senate and of the country 

t] 


to the entire incongruity of this mode of legis 
lation. which of itself ought to settle the gq ies 


tion at once of considering this amend 
and to induce the as I think, to 
up and pass separately the measures, each o! 
which, from the expressions already made in 
the Senate, seems to have friends enough to 
pass it, and both of which are likely to be 
defeated by this very mode of le; gislation. 

[ have already said that if you do this, 


nent, 


Senate, take 


you 
the veto 
1easure to which his assent is not 

But it may be answered, ‘‘ That will 


up mam 
required. 


| be futile, because when a bill is passed by two 


Kixecutive were to 
would come back, and the same two thirds 
would pass it over his veto. Very well; 
suppose the argument would hold, that Con- 
gress would adhere to its opinions, notwith- 
standing the objections of the President, what 
then? You have incorporated in a proposi 
tion to amend the Constitution of the United 
3, which can have no validity until it is 
ratified by three fourths of the States, 
ure of ordinary legislation, and as the amend 
ment partakes of the characier of the original 
measure, it must go along with the propo- 
sition to amend the Constitution of the United 
States and be acted upon by three fourths of 
the Leyislatures of the States before it becomes 

law. Thus you are not only sending down 
« legislative measure for the approbation of 
the Legislatures of the several States, but you 
have actually a legislative measure which has 
passed through all the stages that the Con- 
stitution requires to make it a law; passed 
by both Houses by the requisite number of 
votes, vetoed by the President, and 


thirds, if the veto it, it 


State 


a neas- 


pass J 
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people were so blind as to send Jefferson Davis 
here, it would do their cause more injury 
than i. would ours, yet lam hardly willj 


ing to 
give them the opportunity, and very frank to 
confe ss that I find the difficulty in My own 


constitution pretty hard to get over. 

But, sir, | did not advocate universal am. 
nesty. I advocated the bill as it stood; , and, 
moreover, | advocated and voted for the amend. 
ment of the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Mog. 
TON, ] not for the narrow purpose as was as 
serted here of simply excluding from this 
Chamber one man whose case it met, but { i. 
the broader purpose of saying to those south 
ern aaa ies whose flagrant offense 


has 
been their open disregard of law, their want 
of subordivation to supreme authority, that 


there should be no enconragement given by 
the Congress of the Unit ed States to thoge 
who, in open disregard of a constitutional pro- 
vision, elected men whom they knew to be 
It was the 
| broad lesson that I wished to inculcate, and 


|} not to send a barbed shaft to strike a single 


again by two thirds over his veto, and yet it is | 


not a law. Now, then, you have it before 
the Legislatures of the States, and they must 
determine whether the merits of this con- 
stitutional amendment are so great that to 
obtain it they will committhe absurdity of in- 
corporating into the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States a measure which defines crimes and 
imposes specific fines and penalties and gives 
ig and in which they fix the amount 
amages. ‘That is what you will be driven 
to. Then, if the Legislatures of the States 
ratify itin that form, you have the anomaly 
of a legislative measure incorporated into the 
Constitution of the United States, which you 
cannot repeal. You must again send it down 
to the States or call a convention for the pur- 
of getting rid of a fine or penalty, or 
increasing the damages if they are too little, 
or reducing them if they are too much. 

lhese, Mr. President, are simply illustra- 
tions of what this leads to if we encourage or 
adopt this mode of legislation. Having riseu 
mainly 
to say, that some few sentiments have been 
expressed by the Senator from Indiana which 
I am not certain were addressed to me, for I 
was engaged when he commenced his speech. 
As he was looking in 
uncertain whether they were addressed to me 
or the Senator from Maryland. As, however, 


civil rights, 
ol d 


pose 


to speak to this point, I desire further | 


this direction, I was | 


|; upon @ previous occasion, I made use of the | 


remark that I was ‘‘ almost ready for universal 
amuesty,’’ I take this occasion to express again 
what I did intend to say upon that occasion, 
if I did not say it. The ‘*‘almost’’ which I 
put in that sentence was not prompted by any 
difficulty that I had in regard to the Consti- 
tution of the United States, but, I must con- 
fess. by that kind of a constitutional difficulty 
suggested the other day by the Senator from 
Nevada [Mr. Nye] it was a difficulty in my 
own constitution. 

{ have not yet arrived at the point at which 
! am willing to vote for universal amnesty, for 
while I did express the opinion that if uni- 
versal amnesty were granted, and the southern 


| 


victim. I could not vote for the amendment 
upon any such principles. I voted for other 
ameudments for the reason that I desired the 
bili to be right. I did not vote for those amend- 
meuts as | believe no, I will not say I believe, 
but as | was led to conjecture that the other 
amendment was voted for. 

Now, let me turn for a few moments to that 
fact, for it escaped me, as illustrating further 
the danger of adding this amendment to this 
| bill. When the amendment of the S Senator 
| from Massachusetts was first proposed, I, as | 
| usually do, endeavored to find how the Judi. 
| ciary Committee was voting upon this bill, for 
it Was a measure which would emineutly be- 
long to the consideration of that committee, 
I found, if 1 am not mistaken, the Senat vr 
from New Jersey [ Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN | vot 
ing for that amendment; I found the Senator 
from New York [Mr. ConkLING] voting for 
it; 1 found the Senator from Wisconsin, now 
in the chair, [Mr. CarnpenTeER,] voting for it. 
I had not had time to examine it. It had not 
been referred to a committee, or, if it bad 
been referred at a previous session, it had been 
reported adversely. But, to my surprise, in a 
| short time after this amendment had been thus 
| voted for, aud frequently, I saw the Senator 
| from New Jersey, a member of the Judiciary 
Committee, rise in his place, and he, having 
| evidently given some consideration to the bill, 
punctured it through and through, so as to 
convince its author that it was not only utterly 
| impracticable but in disregard entire ly of the 
provisions of the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Mr. SUMNER. Not at all. 

Mr. SCOTT. Then I supposed the argu- 
| ment had gone further than it really went with 

my friend trom Massachusetts. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator makes a 
strong supposition. 

Mr. SCOTT. LI supposed when the Senator 
from New Jersey pointed out the fact thata 
Federal court was required to decree and carry 
ont its decree enforcing the forfeiture of a 

| charter granted by a State to a corporation, 
| that argument at least had been acquiesced in 
by the Senator from Massachusetts, and that 
he withdrew the objectionable provision on 
that ground ; but let the ground be what it 
may, whe ther simply of legislative expediency 
or ofconstitutional difficulty, the defects were s0 
| glaring that the Senator from Massachusetts. 
with the candor and fairness characteristic 
of him, came into the Senate and amended 
his bill to meet those objections. 

Mr.SUMNER. Will the Senator allow me 
to say that I did not regard the defects as 
giaring at all? I think that the bill as origin- 
ally drawn was in all respects tenable; but I 
| was perfectly willing to receive a suggestion 
| made in the friendly spirit of the suggestion 
it Geen the Senator from New Jersey; and 
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-hould welcome any other suggestions madein | 


the same spirit from my friend from Pennsyl- 
vania; and if I should accept them, it would 


pot be, perhaps, because I regarded them as | 


invariably sound. I am anxious to harmonize 


with the Senator, as I was anxious to har- || 


monize with the Senator from New Jersey. I 
hope the Senator will pardon me for inter- 
posing these remarks. I do it simply in justice 
to myself, that he may not suppose that I did 
recognize the absolute validity of the objec- 
tions. 

Mr. SCOTT. 
of the Senator from Massachusetts to pertect 
his bill, and it is only because | have the de- 
sire that bis bill should be perfected that L am 
making these remarks. I have not, with the 
other engagements that have been pressing 
upon me, had time to examine that bill; it 
has not been examined by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee; but as I have already said, after three 
or four, certainly three, of the members of 
the Judiciary Committee had voted for it as 
an amendment to this amnesty bill, I found 
one of them rise and point out what, if 
pot constitutional objections, were recognized 
throughout the Chamber as very cogent objec- 
tions tothe bill. Now, what | wish to say is, 
that before [am called upon to vote for that 
pill, I desire to have the benefit of the con- 


|| desire to attack or question either the consist- 


sideration of the Judiciary Committee upon | 


its features. I should be very much more 
ready to follow the lead of the Judiciary Com 

mittee upon a bill involving so many questions 
as this one does, than to vote for an amend- 
ment, the purpose of which [| approved, but 
which had never been considered in any com- 
mittee, and to which so many objectious have 
already been pointed out. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will my friend from 
Pennsylvania allow me to make a suggestion 
to him? 

Mr. SCOTT. Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDSs. 
from New Jersey, who does not appear to be 
in hig seat at this moment, I wish to remind 
the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania that 
itis a very common and I think a very proper 
thing for gentlemen, when we are in comwit- 
tee in the Senate, to vote for an amendment 


‘every man who is entitled by virtue of that 


In behalf of my friend | 


which is not perfect in its details, which may | 


have even glaring improprieties in it, in order 
to test the sense of the Senate on the general 
spiritof the proposition. If it meets approval 
so that it is worth while to delay the action of 
the Senate in disposing of details, then is the 
time afterward to make the propositions which 
shall perfect it 
met with approval by the Senate, it is useless 
to occupy the time of the Senate in discussing 
details. NowI think, although I do not speak 
by authority, that my honorable friend from 
New Jersey voted as I did, and as my friend 


If, on the contrary, it is not | 


from New York and my friend from Wiscon- | 
sin did, in committee of the Senate, for the 


amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
upon the ground that the main spirit and object 
of that amendment being the spirit and object 
of the civil rights bill of 1866 even before the 
recent amendments to the Constitution, was a 
thing that every man who believed in equality 


of rights ought to go for, and if it met the | 


approval of the Senate, then there would be 
ume enough, as the Senator from New Jersey 
proposed, to make it perfect in its details. 
Mr. CONKLING. Now, if my honorable 
friend from Pennsylvania will allow me one 
moment, | beg to remind him that what the 


Senator from Vermont has just said was in | 


substance stated atthe time. {took the trouble 


myself to state, before any vote was taken on | 


the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts—and so the Globe will show—that I 
did not intend to commit myself at all to the 
details of the amendment, mentioning at the 
time that I had not read the bill of late, and 


that I would vote for its general principle, | 


leaving its perfection in detail to take place 


afterward, I think, particularly when a state- | 





| member of the Judiciary Committee; but it 


ment of that kind is made at the time, the | 
Senator from Pennsylvania will not doubt the 
consistency of those who do in Committee of 
the Whole vote for a general principle, reserv- 
ing to themselves the opportunity to correct 
afterward any imperfection. 
Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President, it is not my 


ency or the propriety of the conduct of any 
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| spirit of the Senator’s argument was likely to 
| be coustrued into opposition to any amnesty. 
here is no danger, 


Mr. President, that the 


| American people will think the passage of this 
| amnesty bill is adeclaration that the rebellion 
was right and that we were wrong. 
| no danger, so long as the fourteenth amend- 
ment stands in the archives of the nation, that 
ever that question will be called into doubt. 
| Lagree with him that there was a time when we 


There is 


| Was my purpose to point out the fact that the || ought to have done differently; and it is be- 


| vote of the members of the Judiciary Com- 
I have no doubt of the desire || 


| and then when we got into the Senate it was | 


| pass of itself, it ought to be perfected. 


| of the remark. 


| while the politicians will be excluded. 


‘ ** ! 
| **Go now. | 


| for the large body of the people who are under 


| cause we did not de differently that I am dis- 


mittee upon that question cannot be consid- || posed to pass this amnesty bill now. 


ered as any very strong indication of the pro- 
priety of the measure, and what the Senator | 
from Vermont and the Senator from New} 


[ think that if, instead of reconstructing as 


soon as we did, we had held the insurrection- 
ary States over for three or five years longer, 


York have now said certainly verifies that || the probability is that we should have struck 


conjecture, that we were not bound to follow | 
it, that it was simply an experimental vote to | 
see whether the general current of sentiment | 
in the Senate was to put on a bill of this kind, | 
to be perfected. 


this bill, it owght to be perfected ; if it is to | 


nearer the root of the evil, and there would 
have been fewer people voting in those States 
than there are to day, and we would not have 
had so much trouble about the question of 
who should hold the offices. 
Now, sir, if it is to go with || question of who are to bold office now; but so 


It is simply the 


long as we have enfranchised them so that 


When || Jefferson Davis and all his associates down to 


it is perfected and comes within the fair pur- || the humblest private that obeyed his command 


view of the fourteenth amendment of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, I will go as far 
as the Senator from New York or the Senator 
trom Vermont, or any other Senator who has | 
voted for that amendment, to protect all 
through the United States the civil rights of 


} 


amendment to that protection. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. i wish you would go now. | 

Mr. SCOTT. 1 do not understand the spirit 
1 am in my place in the Sen- 
ate. I do not propose to go anywhere at the || 
bidding or request of any other Senator. If | 
iny remarks are not acceptable to the Senator 
from Vermont, and he thinks I am in an inap 
propriate place, if his suggestion was in that 
spirit, 1 certainly shall not receive it kindly ; I 
do not understand the tone of his remark. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend from Penn- 
sylvania knows me too well to suppose that I 
intended it as any reflection upon him. It was 
only intended as a friendly suggestion that in- 
stead of waiting for some other time he would 
go for this amendment now. That wasall. | 

Mr. SCOrT. That was not the expression, 
not that I would go for the amendment, but || 


j 


Mr. EDMUNDS. You said you would go 
for it, and I said ‘‘ go now.’’ 

Mr. SCOTT. I shall set that matter right 
at once. My friend from Vermont bas the || 
kindest heart in the world, and a moment’s || 
reflection would have satisfied me he was || 
incapable of the thought I hastily attributed to 
his words, but he is often in the habit of mak- 
ing the most abrupt expressions which are apt 
to be misconstrued. I shall not misconstrue 
him willingly, and therefore I gave him the 
opportunity of explanation. 

Now, Mr. President, in regard to the ques- 
tion of amnesty, | have been diverted from || 
that by taking up again the amendment of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. The Senator 
from Indiana and I do not differin feeling about | 





that question. Heis against universal amnesty. 


So am [ at present. But the argument which 
he made, it seemed to me, was the strong- 
est argument that could be made for the pas- 
sage of this bill. When he spoke about seces- 
sion—and I[ agree with all that he said on that 
subject—he said that secession was not the act 
of the people; that it did not begin with the 
people, that it began with the politicians and 
went down tothe people. Well, sir, the bill 
excepts, in a large measure, the politicians, and 
it is commended by the statement he has made, 


| 


these disabilities will be relieved by the bill, 


Mr. MORTON. That very reason I gave 
for saying that I would vote for the bill with || 
the exceptions it contains. 1 

Mr, SCOTT, Iam aware of that; but the # 


| are yet acceptable. 


can choose the officers, there is very little pro- 
tection in any longer withholding from them 
the right to choose whom they please. 


There 
may be a few whom it is policy yet to exclude, 
and you do exclude them by the bill. But by 
passing the bill, there is no danger that the 
school-books to which the Senator from Indi- 
ana has alluded will ever have any influence 
outside of the section where those opinions 
There is no danger that 
if we ever get into another rebellion we will 
do as we did in the last. 

| agree that what the authorities did at the 
close of this rebellion, in permitting all men 
engaged in it to go unpunished, revealed the 
weakest point in our national Government. 
That Government which is not strong enough 
to execute the penalties of its highest law upon 
its offending citizens, needs strengthening. 
And, sir, if there ever be sufficient strength 
in the latent firesof rebellion which yet linger 
in the land to again lead men into rebellion, 
I trust and believe that whether there be any- 
body executed or not, the occasion will not be 
permitted to pass until we have it written in 
unmistakable letters in the judicial records 
of the nation that unsuccessful rebellion is 
treason. And, sir, it is because I believe that 
the nation is now strong enough to visit the 


| penalties of the law upon those who violate 


it that I am willing to vote, for the reasons 
heretofore given, for this amnesty bill. 

Mr. President, | did not suppose I should 
speak more than five or ten minutes when I 
arose; but I have been, as I thought I would 
not be, led off into other remarks than those 
] intended at firstto make. I trust, then, tnat 
we shall arrive at this conclusion: that there 
being a myjority in the Senate in favor, as I 
believe, of the principle of the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Massachusetts, we 


| will come to that point, and vote upon it sep- 


arately and squarely, and take the amnesty 
bill by itself and vote separately and squarely 
upon it. 
Mr. ROBERTSON. Mr. President—— 
Mr. CAMERON. [I hope the Senator from 
South Carolina will allow meto make a motion. 
Mr. ROBERTSON. IL have but a word to 


| gay. 


Mr. CAMERON. Iwill give way, then, till 
that word is said. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. This debate has as- 
sumed a very wide scope, and it is not likely 
that we can reach a vote on the bill to-day ; 
but I give notice that to-morrow I shall ask 
the friends of the bill, and the Senate generally, 
to sit the matter out and come to a vote. Now 
I ask unanimous consent toan agreement that 


\| we take the vote to-morrow at four o'clock. 


Mr. CONKLING. ‘The vote on what? 
Mr. ROBERTSON. The vote on the bill 
and the pending amendments, 


0 Gat OOO 
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Mr. CONKLING 


then, does the Senator 


withdraw his motion to postpone 
Mr. ROBERLSON jo. Ido n 
Mr. CONKLING | understand that the 


question before the Senate now arises on a 
motion to p ystpone Luis Dill and ali ils amend 
ments. 

The PRESIDING OF] 
pending question. 

Mr. CONKLING Is that the question 


which the Senator want to take the vole ou 


ICER. 


l‘hat is the 


i morrow at tour o'clock 7% 
Mr Bi RTSON. 
tioh Ou sdhehs and then on the Dili 


agreed upon by the Senate, and 


| want to take the ques- 
that may be 
ill the amend- 
isposed of, 
that Lo-morrow 
on the 


ents, 60 that the subject may be 
Mr. CONKLING. hat is, 


at four o'clock we vote first wotion to 


pcstpone t 
Mr. ROBERTSON. Yea. 
Mr. CONKLING. If that 
what then do we vote upon 
olber bill? 
Mr. ROBER 
may be offered 
Mr. CONKLING. Then, we 
agree j 


four o’clock we 
shall take the vote on the 


mouon prevails, 
laking up some 
PSON, Any amendment that 
l + 

are asked LO 
now that to-morrow at 
mouou pending on 
this bill, and if that motio 
Dill passes 
upon any 
Lo bring lorward 

Mr. ROBERLSON. Any amendment that 
may be offered to the bill 


Mr. CONKLING. I do not 


agreement a is per 


prevails and Luis 
away enlirely, We sbali then vote 


other bill that the Senator chooses 


think such an 
, - 
oOposed id quite do, 


Mr. ROBERTSON, 1 asked 


consent that e vole be taken to-morrow al 


Ubnaulmous 


Is there objection ? 


OFFICER, 


four o'clock. 
The PRESIDING 
objec tion, 
Mr. CONKLING. I wish to saythat 1 make 
ion to taking the vote on the pending 


There is 


no Object 
bill and all amendments to it at any hour to 
morrow the Senator will propose. i do not 
to that, 

l wish to say that after 
this very bill 
and some others, of failing to ke ep the real 


wish to be understood as objecting 
Mr. EUMUNDs. 


+} "ene } 
he experience we have had on 


good faith of the Senate (houl any person 
being personally responsible for it, I will not 
ugree Lo unylaing Whatever, 


South Carolin 


if my friend from 

a Wishes us to stay here to-night 
: ‘ = ‘ 

and finish this question, then jet u ay Ou} 


Dut 1138 a waste of time and a mortification to 


« good many people to find themselves en 


trap ped by agreeing to take votes at particular 
Limes, and | do not intend to do it. 
Mr. CAMERON I shail not agree to the 


uggesuonu ol the 


Senator trom South Caro 


iva, VeECaAUse | desire to vote with him as near 


as | can, and to-morrow alternoon at half pas! 
Having said that, | 
trust be will not push his motion until after I 
nave an Opportunity to come 
move that the 


iour | shall not be here. 


DACK. Now | 
penate proceed to the consider 
alion ol executive business. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If the 


Will withdraw that motion a moment, 


Sepator 
I] will not 
interiere, 

Mr. CAMERON. I give way for a moment. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I had hoped to 
be able to address myself for a few minutes to 
the Senate to day, and, 
it does not with the Senator’s desire 
to have an executive session, I rise for the 
purpose of being able to do that to-morrow. 
So I address the Chair w ou the 
before the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. T 


ator from 


upon this question 


interiere 


subject 


ne Sen- 
ied to the il or 


O-morrow, 


Maine will be entit 
when this business is resumed 

Mr. CAM ERON, Now l reuew iy motion. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the 
proceeded to the conus derati no 
business. After twenty-one 
executive se S810 the 


Senate 
i executive 
munubes spent in 
doors were reopened, 
and (at four o'clock aud ten minutes p. m,) 


the Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF 


TUESDAY, 


REPRESENTATIVES 
January 23, 1872 

he H use met al twelve o’ clock m. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burer, 
D. D. 

lhe Clerk proceeded to read the 
of yesterday. 

On motion of Mr 


DY unanimous consent, 


. 
Journal 


GARFIELD, of Ohio, 
the further reading of 
sed with. 


| ] 1; ' 
Lae JOUrhal Was Glispen 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour begins 


at thirty-two minutes past twelve o’ clock, and 
reports are first in order from the Committee 


on Railways and Canals. 


COAL LANDS IN THE 


Mr. WALDRON, from the Committee on 
Mines and ys ning, reported back House bill 
No. 754, to grant the right of preémpt 
coal lands on rile public domain in the 
States and ‘l'e and moved that it be 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WALDRON. I vield to my col- 
league on the committee from California, [ Mr. 
SARGENT, | 


PACIFIC STATES, ETC, 


ion to 
Pp acifie 


rritories; 


now 


DEVELOPMENT OF 
Mr. SARGENT, 


reports d back 


MINING RESOURCES 
from the same committee, 
, with the recommendation that 


it du pas the bill (H. R. No. 1016) to pro- 
mote tl i velopment of the mining resources 
of the United States. 

‘The bill was read. Jn its first section it pro- 


vides thas all valuable mineral deposits in lands 
velonging to the United States, both surveyed 
eyed, are hereby declared to be free 
and open to exploration, and the lands in which 
they are found to occupation and purchase by 
all persons, under regulations prescribed by 
law, and uccording to the loeal « rules 
of miners, in the several mining districts, so 
far as the same are applicable, and not in 

nt with the laws of the United States. 
In its second section, it provides that the 
miners of each mining district may determine 
he length of their 
or lodes of quartz, 


and Lnsury 


‘ustoms or 


consiste 


mining Claims upon veins 
or other rock in plac: 
cinnabar, lead, tin, copper, or 
valuable deposit to the following 
limitations: claims located previous to July 
26, 1866, shall be limited as to extent along 


the vein or lode by the local 
date of 


a, bear- 
ing goid, silver, 


other 3, subject 


existing at the the location. Single 
claims located subsequent to July 26, 1866, 
hall not exceed two hundred feet in length 
along the vein or lode, with an additional claim 
of two hundred feet for discovery to the dis- 
of the vein or lode. Several persous 
may locate in common on a vein or lode, each 
person taking one claim; but no person, ex- 

t the discoverer, shall locate more than one 
claim upon the same vein or lode, and the 
aggregate amount of a location in common 
made subsequent to July 26, 1866, shall not 
exceed three thousand feet in length along 
the vein or lode. Noclaim shall extend more 
than three hundred feet on each side of the 
middle of the vein at the surface, nor shall any 
claim be limited by any mining regulation to 


coverei 


laws or customs | 


| through the 


| tory in which the district 


| provided f 


| shall authorize the locator or possessor of a veiy 


| that where at 


| after the 





January 23, 


ee aaa covcaneneee 
Fo 


and evjoyment of all the 
within the limes of their 
veins. lodes 


surface included 
locations, ahd of 
, and ledges through ut their 
tire dep ith, the top or apex of which lie INSidy 
of such surface lines extended downward ve.. 
tically, although such veins, lodes, or ledo, 
may so far depart from a perpendicular in (};, 
course downward as to extend outside 
tical side lines of said surface loeations 
vided that their right of possession to xs 


Heir 
the ver. 


TU 


; . Ch; 
outside parts of said veins or ledges shal] },. 
confined to such portions thereof as lie betwee, 
vertical planes drawn downward as aforegai 


end lines of their locations. 
locations in common, so continued in th, 
own direction, that such planes will intersen: 
such exterior paris of said veins or ledges > aud 
urther, that nothing in this sectioy, 


or lode which extends in its downward cours 
beyond the vertical lines of his claim to enter 
upon the surface of aclaim owned or possessed 
In its fourth section it provides 
unnel is run for the developme t 


by another 


|; olave il ,or lode, or tor the dise :0' ery of m nes, 


the owners of such tunnel shall have the righ; 
ot possession of all veins or lodes, not pre: 
viously known to exist, discovered such 
tunnel, to the extent of five hundred feet oy 


each side of the and | 
line of such tunne! of veins or 
pearing on the surface, made 


same; cations on th: 
lodes not 
by other part 
commencement of the 
while the same is 
sonable dilige nce, 


tunt lel, aud 
being prosecut ed with rea 


shall be invalid. In 


its 


| fifth section 1t piped: jes that the miners of each 
| mining dis 


strict may make rules and regulations 
conflict with the laws of the United 
, or with the laws of the State or Terri- 
ig situated, governing 
the location, manner of recording, amount of 
work necessa 


not in 


States 


ry to hold possession of a mining 
subject to the following requireme: 
the location must be distinctly marked on 
ground, so that its boundaries can be readily 
traced. All records of mining claims here- 


Cialm, 


| after made shall contain the name or names 
| of the locators, the date of location, and such 


/any one claim; provided 


| further 


less than twenty-five feet on each side of the i] 


middle of the vein at the surface, except where 


| adverse rights existing at the passage of this 


The 


act shall render such limitation necessary. 


end lines of each claim shall be parallel to || 


each other, and at right angles with the gen- 
eral course of the vein. In its third section 
it provides that the locators of all mining loca- 
tions heretofore made, or which shall hereafter 
be made, on any mineral vein, lode, or ledge, 
situated on the public domain, their heirs and 
assigns, where no adverse claim exists at the 
passage of this act, so long as they comply with 
the laws of the United States, and with State, 
territorial, and local regulations, notin conflict 
therewith, governing their possessory title, 


a description of the claim or claims located by 
reference to some natural objector permanent 
monument as will identify the claim. After 
the passage of this act, and until a pate: 
shall have been issued, not less than twenty- 
five dollars’ worth of labor shall be expended 
or improvements made upon each claim of two 
hundred feet during each year; but claimants 
in Common, as defined in the second section 
of this act, may cause all the labor to be 
expeuded for improvements to be made upoi 
i that the aggrega 
amount equals twenty-live dollars a year to 
each claim of two hundred feet. And upon 
a failure to comply with this condition the 
claim or mine upon which such failure occurred 
shall be open to relocation in the same man- 
ner as if no location of the same had ever been 
made; provided that the original locator has 
not resumed work upon the claim after such 
failure and before such location ; and provided 
r, that no such mining regulation or cus- 
tom not in existence at the time of possession 
taken of any claim shall affect the same or the 
manner in which a patent therefor shall be 
obtained under this act. In its sixth section 
it provides that a patent for any land claimed 
and located for valuable mineral deposits may 
be obtained in the following manner: any per- 
son, association, or corporation having claimed 
and located a piece of land for such purposes, 
not exceeding in extent the area prescribed in 
this act, who has or have complied with the 
mining regulations, where any such exist at t! 
place of location by the custom of miners, and 
with the terms of thisact, may file in the nearest 
land office an ap yplication for a patent, under 
oath, showing such compliance : together with 
a plat or plats of the claim or claims in com- 
mon, and shall post a copy of such plat or 


shall have the exclusive right of possession || plats, together with a notice of intention to 
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ly for a patent therefor, in a conspicuous 


ap 

ace on the land embraced in such plat or 
he 
: is, sixty days previous to such application 
jalsS, 5! 


for a patent, and shall file an affidavit, of at 
least two persons, that sue h notice has heat 
dul y posted od as aforesaid, anc shall file a copy 
-aid notice in such land office, shall there- 
, be entitled to a patent for said land, in 
mnie following: the registe : of the land 
as, upon the filing of such application and 
iat, notices and affidavits, shall publish a 
iotice that such app ilication has been made, 
for the period of sixty days, in a newspaper to 
be by i m designated as published nearest to 
said claim; and he shall also post such notice 
in his oflice for the same period. The claim- 
at the time of filing this application, or at 
any time thereafter, within the sixty days of 
publication, shall file with the register a certifi 


1] 


cate of the Unit ed States surve yor general that 
¢500 worth of labor has been expended or im- 
prove ments made upon the claim, by himself 
or grantors; that the plat is correet, with such 
further description by such reference to nat- 
iral objects or permanent Mouuments as shall 
identity the claim, and furnish an accurate 
description to be incorporated in the patent, 
Atthe expiration of the sixty days of publica- 
tion the claimant shall file hisaflidavit, showing 
that the plat and notice have been posted in a 
conspicuous place on the claim during said 
period of publication. [fno adverseclaiim shal! 
have been filed at the expiration of the sixty 
days of publication, it shall beassumed that the 
al plicant 18 entitled to a patent, an d that no 
adverse claims exist ; and the reafi er no objec- 
tion from third parties to the issuance of a 
patent shall be heard, except it be shown that 


( 
ae 
a 


I 
t 


aut, 


the applicant has failed to comply with this | 


act. In its seventh section it provides that 
where an adverse claim -shall be filed during 
the period of publication all proceedings, ex- 
cept the publication of notice and making and 
filing of the affidavit thereof, shall be stayed 
until the controversy shall have been settled or 
decided by a court of competent jurisdiction, 
or the adverse claim waived. It shall be the 
duty of the adverse claimant, within thirty 
days after filing his claim, to commence pro- 
ceedings in a court of competent jurisdiction, 
to determine the question of the right of pos- 
session, and prosecute the same with reason- 
able diligence to final judgment; and a failure 
so to do shall be a waiver of his adverse claim. 
After such judgment shall have been rendered, 
the party entitled to the possession of the 
claim, or any portion thereof, may file a certi 

fied copy of the judgment-roll with the regis- 
ter of the land ottice, together with the certifi- 
cate of the surveyor general that the requisite 
amount of labor has been expended, or im- 
provements made thereon, and the description 
required in other cases, and shall pay to the 
receiver five dollars per acre for his claim, to- 
gether with the proper fees, whereupon the 
whole proceedings and the judgment-roll shall 

be certified by the register to the Commis 

sioner of the General Land Office, and a pat- 
ent shall issue thereon for the claim, or such 
portion thereof as the applicant shall appear, 

from the decision of the court, to rightfully 
possess. 
of the court that several parties are entitled 
to separate and different portions of the claim, 
each party may pay for his portion of the 
claim, with the proper fees, and file the cer- 
tificate and description by the surveyor gen- 
eral, whereupon the register shail certify the 
proceedings and judgment-roll to the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, as in 
the preceding case, and patents shall issue to 
tke several parties acc ording to their respect- 

ive rights. In its eight section it provides that 
the description of vein or lode claims upon 
Surveyed lands shall designate the location of 


the claim with reference to the lines of the 


public surv eys, but need not conform there- 


with; but where a patent shall be issued as 


aforesaid for claims upon unsurveyed lands, | 


If it shall appear from the decision | 


the surveyor general, in extending the surveys, 
shall — the same to the boundaries of such 
patented claim, according to the plat or de- 
scripti ion there 
fere with or cha 


but so asin no ease to inter- 
gethelocationof any such pat- 
ented claim. ts ninth seetion it prov ide 3 
| that sections one, two, three, four. an eel an 

act entitled ** An act er: rte iz the 
to ditch and canal owners over the —_, ands, 
land for other purposes,”’ appr ved July 26, 
| 1866, are hereby repealed, 


ngoutot wav 


but such fst shall 
| not affect existing rights. or prevent claimants 
| now prosecuting their claims for pat ents from 
| procee ding under said act: pro vided that this 
| act shall to such claims wher 
| it is not inconsistent with the act approved 
| July 26, 1866, aforesaid. In its tenth section 
| it provides that the act to amend an _ act 
| granting the right of way to ditch and canal 

ywners over the publie lands, and for other 

purposes, approved July 9, 1870. shall be 

ant di remain in full foree, except as to the pro- 

eedings to obtain a patent, which shall be 
| similar to the proceedings prescribed by see- 
tions six and seven of this aet for obtaining 
patents to vein or lode claims; but where said 
placer claims shall be upon surveyed lands, 
|} and conform to legal subdivisions, no further 
| survey or plat shall be required, and joint 
entries shall be allowed for eontiguou 
as provided in 


be enforced as 


sclaims, 
aid aet: provided that pro- 
| ceedings now pending may be prosecuted to 
| their final determination under existing laws; 
hut the provisions of this act. when not inecon- 
| flict with existing laws, shall apply to such 
{nits eleventh section it provides that 
| where the same person, association, or eor- 
poration is in possession of a placer claim, and 
also a vein or lode incladed within the bound- 
aries thereof, application shall be made for a 
patent for the placer claim, with the statement 
that it includes such avein or lode, and in such 
case (subject to the provisions of this act and 
the act to amend an act granting the rieht of 
way to ditch and canal owners over the pablie 
lands, and for other purposes, approved July 9, 
1870,) apatent shallissue for the placer claim, 
| jaleetian such vein or lode, upon the payment 
five dollars per acre for such vein or lode 
claim, and one hundred feet of surface on each 
side thereof. ‘The remainder of the placer 
claim, or any placer claim not embracing any 
vein or lode claim, shall be paid for at the 
rate of $2 50 per acre, together with ali costs 
| of proceedings; and where a vein or lode, 
|| such as is described in the second section of 
this act, is known to exist within the bound 
aries of a placer claim, an application for a 
patent for such placer claim which 
| include an application for the vein or lode 
claim shall be construed as a conclusive dec- 
laration that the claimant of the placer claim 
has no right of possession of the vein or lode 
claim; but where the existence of a vein or 
lode in a placer claim is not known, a patent 
for the placer claim shall convey all valuable 
mineral and other deposits within the bound- 
ariesthereof. In itstwelfth section it provides 
that the surveyor general of the United States 
may appoint in each land district containing 
mineral lands as many competent surveyors as 
shall apply for ap pointmentto survey mining 
claim. ‘The expenses of the survey of vein or 
lode claims, and the survey and subdivision of 
placer claims into smaller quantities than one 
hundred and sixty acres, together with the cost 
of publication of notices, shall be paid by the 
applicants, and they shall be at liberty to 
obtain the same at the most reasonable rates, 
| and they shall also be at liberty to employ any 
| United States deputy surveyor to make the 
survey. The Commissioner of the General 
Land Office shall also have power to est: ablish 
| ihe maximum charges for surve ys and publie- 
lation of notices under this act; and in case 


cases. 


does not 





| of excessive charges for publication, he may 


designate any nev a published in a land 


district where mines are situated for the pub- 


\| lication of mining notices in such district, and || has elapsed since it 


| eral Land Office. 
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fix the rates to be charged by such paper. And 
to the end that the Commissioner may be fully 
informed on the subject, each applicant shall 
file with the register a sworn statement of ell 
charges and fees paid by said applicant for 
publication and surveys, together with all 
fees and money paid the register and the 
receiver of the land office, which statement 
shall be transmitted with the other papers in 
the case to the Commissioner of the Gen- 
The fees of the register and 
the receiver shall be the same as in other cases 
for similar services; provided that nothing 
in this act shall be construed to enlarge or 
affect the rights of either party in regard to 
any property in controversy at the time of the 
passage of the act entitled ‘*An act granting 
the right of way to ditch and canal owners 
over the public lands, and for other purposes,”’ 
approved July 26, 1866; nor shall this act affect 
any nght acquired under said act. In its thir- 
teenth section it provides that all affidavits 
required to be made under this act, or the act 
of which it is amendatory, may be verified 
before any officer authorized to administer 
oaths within the land district where the ¢laims 
may be situated, and all testimony and proofs 
may be taken before any such officer, and 
when duly certified by the officer taking the 
same shall have the same force and effect as 
if taken before the register and the receiver 
of tue land office; provided that in all cases 
of contest such testimony and proofs shall only 
be taken on at least ten days’ personal notice 
to the Opposing parties, when such parties can 
be found; and it they ¢annot be found, then 
by at least forty days’ publication in a news- 
paper published nearest to the location of said 
ciaims; and the register of the land oflice shall 
require proof that such notice has been given. 
rhe fourteenth section provides for the re- 
peal of all acts and parts of acts inconsistent 
therewith. 

he amendments reported by the committee 
were as follow: 

In section six, Ifwe eight, strike out the word 
_ heare st,’ and imsert in lieu thereof the word 

eataes I 3’ 30 thatit will read, ‘* may fileinthe proper 
a 4 OL 

es sot ion twelve, line twenty-nine, after the word 
* passage,’ insert the words ** of this act or;’’ so that 
it will read, “*that nothing in this act shall be eon- 
strued to enlarge or affect the rights of either party 
in regard to any property in controvers y at the time 
of the passage of this act, orof the act,” &e. 

In section twelve, line thirty-three, insert at the 
close of the section the following: 

And nothing in this act shall be e¢onstrued to 
repeal, impair, or in any way affect the provisions 
of the act granting to A. Sutro the rightof way and 
other privileges to aid in the eonstruction of a drain 
ing and exploring tunnel in the Comstock lode, in 
the State of Nevada, approved July 25, 1866, 


The amendments reported by the committee 
were agreed to. 


The question was on ordering the bill, as 
| amended, to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

Mr. SARGENT. 
from Colorado [Mr. 
amendment. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. 


ment: 


[ yield to the gentleman 
CHAFFEE] to offer an 


I offer the following amend- 


In section six, line eleven, after the word ‘‘com- 
mon,’ insert the following: ** made by or under the 
direction of the United States surveyor general, 
showing accurately the boundary of the claim or 
claims.”’ 

Mr. SARGENT. I have no objection to 
that amendment, but of course, as I report 
the bill from the committee, | am not entitled 
to accept it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to make an in- 
quiry of the gentleman from California, [ Mr. 
| Sarcent.}] This bill, so far as 1 am able to 

judge from the reading of it, seems to intro- 
| duce a change in the polic: y of the Goverment 

ith regard to mineral lands. I judge from its 

c charac ter that it is an important piece of legis- 

lation. It will be seen, from the date of the 
\| introduction of the bill, that scarcely a week 
ras introduced, anda still 
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less time since it was printed, and of course 
there has been no time to send it into the min- 
ing districts and get opinions, as we frequently 
do with regard to legisiation which may be pro- 
posed. I wish the gentleman from California, 
{ Mr. SARGENT, j who certainly understands this 
subject, to oblige us, or some of us at least, by 
stating the reasons for these important changes. 
The House will vote more intelligently on the 
bill after having such an explanation. 

M e. SA RGEN | will endeavor to explain 
the bill, if gentlemen will give me an oppor- 
tunity. ihe bill does not make any import 
ant changes in the mining laws as they have 
heretofore existed. It does not change in the 


slightest degree the policy of the Government | 


in the disposition of the mining lands. It does 
not increase or decrease the amount of lands 
or extent of leads that a miner may acquire 
under the mining laws. It does not increase 
or decrease the price or the amount coming 
to the Government on account of them. 

The changes made by the bill are principally 
those which relate to the legal questions in- 


volved: in other words, to the application of | 
the law so as to facilitate the miners obtain- | 
where heretofore their || 


ing their title in cases 
right toa title has been recognized. For in- 
stance, it has been found by experience that 
the original bill, as it passed this House in 
1876, making provision that testimony might 
be taken in all cases before local officers, in- 
stead of requiring the parties to take their wit- 
nesses long distances, where travel is expen- 
sive to the land offices, was right, A provis- 
ion in regard to that matter, incorporated by 
the House in the original bill, was struck out 
in the Senate. 

It has been found that the expenses of the 


actual operation of the bill have been so great. | 


that poor men have been to a great extent 
debarred from the privileges which Congress 
intended to confer upon them. I propose by 
this bill, and so does the Committee on Mines 
and Mining, that the privilege of cheaply get- 
ting this testimony, which has been found in 
uncontested cases to work well, shall be al- 
lowed in contested cases, and shall be given 
to the miner or the applicant for the mining 
claim according to the original idea of the 
House. 

Now, there is another provision of the bill 
to which I desire to call the attention of the 
House. It is provided in the existing law that 
ninety days’ notice shall be given by advertise- 
ment in the newspapers of application for a 
mining claim. ‘The cost of advertising in the 
distant States and Territories is very heavy, 


and it is believed by the officers of the local | 
land offices with whom I have consulted on | 
the subject, and by miners generally, that sixty | 


days would be an ample time for advertisement 
of the application, which is the rule now in 
the State of California in cases of publication 
of notice of summons to absent defendants, 
and is, | believe, as long as the term usually 


prescribed in the Territories for andlogous | 


notices. It is merely a question of costs, and | 
this provision will save the cost of thirty days 
advertising to parties, important to poor men, 
and leaving ample time for notice. 
There is another feature of the bill supple- 
mental to the former legislation of Congress, 
and that is, that where a man or a company 
starts and runs a prospecting tunnel, which is 
a work of great labor and of large expense, 
and they are nearing the object of their search, 
believing from geological indications that there 
is a lode of gold or some other mineral in the 
mountains, they shall not be deprived of the 
fruits of their labor by some party who comes 
in after they have prosecuted their work nearly 
to completion, and locates the lode which was 
not known to exist at the time they com- 
menced their enterprise. That is to say, if 
they discover, by theirskill, industry, and per- | 
severance, a lode, they shall be entitled to the | 
benefit of it. This bill allows miners to take 
three hundred feet on each side of their claim. 





By the legislation as it now exists the amount 
is unlimited. 
five dollars an acre forthe land so taken, 
which is the highest price paid for any lands 
whatever to the Government of the United 
States except coal lands. 

There is a provision made in the bill in 
reference to the case where a party owns ¢ 
placer claim through which there runs a 
quartz claim. 

Mr. MAYNARD. At that point will the 
gentleman pardon me for asking him a ques- 
tion? It is, how will this billaffect the case in 
which a tunnel has been already commenced? 

Mr. SARGENT. It does not deprive the 
tunnel company of any privilege they now have 


'or of any lode which they may discover by | 
i . . . . 
their skill, enterprise, and exertion. 


\ here 
a lode is known to existany person may locate 
it under the mining laws of the United States: 


but in a case of this kind, where parties run | 
|a tunnel and actually discover the lode, this | 


legislation provides that they shall have a right 


| to it. 


Now, a word with reference to a case which 
has created practical difficulty. Where a per- 


son owns a placer claim, and a quartz claim | 


runs through it, there is no provision, as the 


law now exists which enables the party to | 


acquire a title to both claims, although he is 
entitled to both under all the mining customs 
in every State and Territory. It is possible 
that under recent decisions in the mining States 
he might be able to make two applications, but 
if he did the Government would get nothing 


| for the quartz lode. It may be known to some 
gentlemen that quartz lodes are sometimes | 


exceedingly narrow, often not more than six 
inches wide, probably; eighteen inches is a 
wide quartz lode in some of the best mining 
regiousof my, State; and if any one will cipher 


| out what the Government would get fora claim 
| of that description by tbe acre he will find that 
| it is infinitesimally small. 


This bill provides 
that a party applying for such a claim shall be 
required to pay for one hundred feet upon 
each side of the ledge,and that the Govern- 
ment shall receive five dollars an acre for it. 


|| If the lode is not known to exist at the time 


of the purchase it passes with the placer 
claim to the purchaser. ‘This is an arrange- 
ment with which the miners are satisfied, as it 
will save the expense of two applications, and 
give a practical solution to the whole difficulty. 

Now, the gentleman says that this bill has 
been recently introduced. That is true, so far 


/as the House is concerned, but this bill sub- 
| stantially was reported by the Committee on | 
Mines and Mining of the Senate at the last | 
session, aud passed the Senate, and only failed | 


to pass the House for want of time. ‘The 
Committee on Mines and Mining of the House 


were ready to report upon it favorably, but | 


they were not called for a report, and hence 


it did not come before the House for its con- | 


sideration. The only change from the Senate 
bill, I believe, is in the matter of advertising 
notice, which I have referred to, lessening it to 
sixty days, which is ample. thus lessening the 


| cost and giving additional facility in getting 
This | 


testimony before the local land office. 
will prevent the enormous accumulation of costs 


; ; 
upon the miners for the trannsportation and 
subsistence of their witnesses, in some cases | 


transporting them fifty miles, in some a hun- 
dred miles, and even three hundred wiles in 
some cases, thereby almost rendering nuga- 
tory all the benefits intended to be conferred 
by the law. 

Now, sir, this legislation was originally an 
experiment. 
law was passed, the question was fiercely de- 
bated whether it was worth while for the Gov- 
ernment to sell the mineral lands of the United 
States. Some thought that on some idea of 
royalty belonging to the Government, or some 


principle growing out of the constitutional right | 


to regulate its coinage, it ought to keep con- 
trol of the precious metals, and hence it was 


The Government is entitled to | 
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In 1866, when the original quartz | 
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not advisable for the mines to pass out of its 
own hands into the hands of its people. But 
it was argued that these people were to a 


; ; great 
extent nomadic and unsettled, in one ge 


° ’ ction 
this year, and next year in some other place 


and it was necessary to attach them to the soil 
so that they would make more permanent im. 
provements, and acquire for themselves land, 
which they could improve, upon which they 
could build their little homes. Where agri 
cultural land was connected with mining lands 
and these are almost inextricably intermixed. 
the miner would make improvements, ey)t;. 
yate his land, raise his peach trees and pota 
toes, and conduct his mining and farming oper. 
ations at the same time, or at different seagoy 
of the year, and the result would be a more 
settled community, and the creation of more 
taxable property to the benefit of both the 
State and General Governments. 

Now, although the legislation of 1866 was 
extremely imperfect in the machinery, which 
since that time we have been trying to improve 
so that it may be easier for miners to ayail 
themselves of the benefits intended to be eon. 
ferred upon them by law, yet it showed to 
observers that the system was correct, and our 
counties and sections have improved under it, 
In 1870, after a discussion here, participated 
in by the then chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands, (Mr. Julian,) and by the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Haw ey, } now sit- 
ting near me, and by a large number of other 
members of the House, we improved the 
machinery of the bill and extended the prin: 
ciple of it to placer veins. Where, before that 
time, there were ten claims applied for by 
miners, under this improved law there are hun- 
dreds applied for. I speak knowingly whereof 
I have affirmed. 

The law is now going into general operation. 
We are inducing miners to purchase their 
claims, so that large amounts of money are 
thereby brought into the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States, causing the miners to settle them- 
selves permanently, to improve and establish 
homes, to go down deeper in the earth, to dig 
further into the hills, and in every way to 
improve their own condition, and to build up 
the communities and States where they reside. 
This bill simply oils the machinery a little ; it 
does not change the principles of the law; it 
does not change tenures; it simply provides 
that testimony shall be more easily taken, fees 
redused, and generally deals with matters of 
that kind. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. Is there any pro 
vision for the preservation of existing rights? 
Mr. SARGENT. Certainly, as follows: 

Provided, That nothing in this act shall be con- 
strued to enlarge or affect the rights of either party 
in regard to any property in controversy at the time 
of the passage of this actor the act entitled “An 
act granting the right of way to ditch and canal 
owners over the public lands, and for other pur- 
poses,’” approved July 26, 1866, nor shall this act 
affect any right acquired under said act. 

Then, there is a special provision put in at 
the request of Mr. Sutro, that nothing con- 
tained in this bill shall affect any of his rights. 
And if any gentleman can suggest anything 
that will make the matter stronger, I will have 
it put in. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
for a question ? 

Mr. SARGENT. Certainly. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Will the policy of grant- 
ing titles to mining lands to individual holders 
produce any disposition on their part to place 
themselves within the reach of speculators, so 
that they may obtain large quantities of these 
mining lands and monopolize them? I would 
ask the gentleman, as he understands this sub- 
ject and I do not, whether there has been any 
tendency in that direction, and whether his 
bill is so framed as to prevent any advantage 
being taken of it for a purpose of that kind? 

Mr. SARGENT. I will answer the gentle- 
man; but in doing so it will be necessary for 
me to make astatement. In all kinds of min- 


Willthe gentleman yield 
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ing. including placer and quartz, the claims 
differ in size. During the course of twenty 
years before the passage of the original law, 
where lodes were found to be very deep in the 
earth or far in the bills, in order to run the 
required tunnel it Was necessary sometimes to 
consolidate claims ; and claims were consolid- | 
ated—sometimes two, sometimes three, some- 
mesa dozen. Miners would thus consolidate 
their claims, which made them of irregular sizes, 
and often quite large. Now, the legislation of 
1866 (and that of 1870 conformed to it) pro- 
vided that claims existing at the time of that 
legislation might be patented upon proper | 
proof, no matter what their extent, how large or | 
how small; but it is provided also that after the 
passage of that legislation a certain size, which 
this bill does not vary, should be conformed 
to; that claims acquired under the mining law 
should not be more than a certain size, which 
[can give the gentleman if he desires. Of || 
course it would not do to confiscate a part of \| 
a claim because the claim was large, when it || 
had been made so, very likely, either by some || 
one investing capital under the mining laws, 
or by the action of two or three miners con- | 
curring together for the purpose of running a | 
long tunnel or erecting more than ordinarily | 
expensive crushing-works, or something of 
that kind. 

Mr. WILLARD. Willthe gentleman from 
California yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. SARGENT. Certainly. 

Mr. WILLARD. Mr. Speaker, | have not 
examined this bill carefully, nor am L well 
enough acquainted with the mining law as it | 
now exists to be able to speak with precision 
about it. But it seems to me that a bill so 
general in its provisions as this is ought to con- | 
tain some general saving clause, something | 
which will go further than the ciause to which | 
the gentleman has already referred. I propose, 
therefore, to add to section fourteen, which is 
in itself a general repealing clause, this sav- | 
ing clause: provided that nothing contained 
in this act shall be construed to impair in any 
way rights or interests in mining property ac- 
quired under existing laws. 

Mr. SARGENT. I have no objection to 


thatamendment. It seems to me avery good 


Sis the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


| to the suspension of 


provision, and is entirely compatible with the || 


general scope of the biil. 
The SPEAKER. Unless objected to, the 
amendment will be considered as agreed to. 


There was no objection, and the amend- || 


ment offered by Mr. WiLLARD was adopted. 

Mr. SARGENT. I now eall the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded and 
the main question ordered; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. SARGENT moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


JACOB R. DAVIS. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Freed- 
men’s Affairs, reported a bill (H. RK. No. 1186) 
for the relief of Jacob R. Davis, of Richmond 
county, Georgia; which was read a first and 
second time. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and 
directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay | 
to Jacob R. Davis, of Richmond county, Geor- | 
gia, $1,500, whenever an appropriation is made | 
for that purpose, for his services as agent of | 


the Freedmen’s Bureau for Richmond county, || 


Georgia, from June 1, 1866,to June 1, 1867. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and | 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it | 
was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 
Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
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| table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW FREEDMEN. 


Mr. COBB, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the petition of the freedmen of the 
Choctaw and Chickasaw nation, the letter of 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs referring 
to the freedmen of the Choctaw and Chicka- 


|| saw nation, and a letter of Edward Earle on | 
| the same subject; all of which were referred 


to the Committee on Freedmen’s Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


GENERAL BALLOCH, 

Mr. HOAR, from the Committee on Educa- 
tion and Labor, reported back the communi- 
eation of the Secretary of War in reference 
General Balloch, and 
moved that it be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs; which motion was agreed to. 

EDUCATIONAL FUND. 
Mr. PERCE, from the Committe on Eduea- 


tion and Labor, reported back a bill (H. R. | 


No. 1043) to establish an educational fund, and 


to apply the proceeds of the public lands to | 


the education of the people, with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

The first section of the bill, which was read, 
provides that the net proceeds of the public 


lands are hereby forever consecrated and set | 


apart for the education of the people. 


The second section provides that the Secre- | 


tary of the Interior shall cause an account to 


be taken upon the close of each fiscal year, | 
| and ascertain the total receipts from the sale 
| or other disposition of the public lands of the 


United States, including all fees received at 
the general and district Jand offices during 
such year, and the amount of expenditures 


| incurred or occasioned by the survey, sale, | 


location, entry, or other disposition of such 
lands, including appropriations for the ex- 


penses of the said offices for said year, and shall | 


certify to the Secretary of the Treasury the 
amount of the net cash proceeds from the 
sale, entry, location, or other disposition of 


| such lands as aforesaid, after deducting such | 


expenses and expenditures. 
The third section provides that upon the 


|| receipt of such certificate the Secretary of the 


Treasury shall cause one half the amount so 
certified to be invested in bonds of the United 
States, bearing interest at the rate of five per 
cent. perannum, which said amount so invested 
shall constitute a perpetual fund in the Treas- 
ury of the United States, to be known as the 


national educational fund; and the Secretary | 
ofthe Treasury, on or before the 31st day of | 


July of each year, shall certify to the Secretary 
of the Interior and the Commissioner of Edu- 
cation, the amount so paid into the [reasury 
to the credit of said educational fund, and the 


amount of said educational fund, the amount | 


of interest due thereon at the close of the fiscal 
year last preceding such certificate. 
The fourth section provides that upon the 


| receipt of the certificate of the Secretary of 


the Treasury, as provided by section three of 
the act, the Commissioner of Education, under 


the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, | 


shall proceed to apportion to the several States 
and Territories and to the District of Colum- 
bia, upon the basis of population, one half of 
the net proceeds of the public lands for the 
previous year, together with the whole amount 


of the income of the said educational fand so | 


certified, such apportionment to be according 
to the last preceding general census of the 
United States. 

The fifth section provides that each of the 
States and Territories, and said District, shall 
be entitled to receive its share of the first 
distribution under such apportionment, which 
shall, before the Ist day of January, 1873, or 
within two months of the first meeting of its 
Legislature thereafter, have, by its Legislature, 
engaged that it will provide by law for the free 
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1] education of all its children between the ages 

of six and sixteen years, and will apply all 

moneys which it shall receive under this act in 

accordance with its conditions. 

he sixth section provides that a sum not 
exceeding lifty per ceit. of the amount received 
from the United States by any State or Terri- 
|| tory, or by the District of Columbia, the first 
|| year of such receipt by it, and not exceeding 
| the amount of ten per cent. in any year 
thereafter, may be applied, at the discretion 
| of the Legislature thereof, to the maintenance 
| of one or more schools for the instruction ot 
teachers of common schools; said sum, after 
the first year, to be appropriated wholly to th: 
payment of teachers of such schools. 

Che seventh section provides that each State 
and Territory and said District shall be enti- 
tled to receive its share of every apportion- 
ment after the first which shall have com 
plied with the following conditions: First. 
That it shall have made the provision for the 
education of its children required in the fifth 
section of this act. Second. That it shall 
have applied all moneys by it previously 
received under this act in accordance there- 
with. Third. That it shall, through the 
proper oflicer thereof, for the year ending 
the 30th day of June, last preceding such 
apportionment, make full report of the num- 
ber of schools free to all the children thereof; 
the number of teachers employed; the num- 
ber of school-houses owned and the number 
of school-houses hired; the total number of 
children taught during the year; the actual 
daily attendance, and the actual number of 
months of the year schools shall have been 
maintained in each of the several school 
|| districts or divisions of said State, Territory, 
or District, and the amounts appropriated 
by the Legislature for the purpose of main- 
taining a system of free public schools. 

The eighth section provides that on or before 
the Ist day of September of each year the 
Commissioner of Education shall certify to the 
Secretary of the Treasury as to each State, 
Territory, and District, whether it is entitled 
to receive its share of the apportionment under 
this act, and the amount of such share, which 
|| shall thereupon be entitled to receive the same. 
If the Commissioner shall withhold a certificate 
from either, its share of such apportionment 
| shall be kept separate in the Treasury until 
| the close of the next session of Congress, in 
| order that it may, if it see fit, appeal to Con- 
gress from the determination of the Commis- 
sioner. If Congress shall not at its next 
session direct such share to be paid, it shall be 
added to the general educational fund. 

The ninth section provides that the super- 
intendent of public instruction of each State 
\|} and Territory, and of said District, or such 
\| other officer as shall by the laws of such 
State, Territory, or District, be required so to 
to do, shall, immediately upon the receipt of 
the certificate provided in section four, pro- 
ceed to apportion the amount so certified to 
his State, Territory, or District, to the sev- 
eral school districts therein which shall have 
|| maintained, for at least three months during 
the preceding year, one or more free public 
schools for all the children of such school dis- 
trict between the ages of six and sixteen years, 
which apportionment shall be upon the basis 
of the population of such district, or of the 
number of children of school age therein, or 
of the attendance upon said schools during the 
year preceding, as may be by law determined 
by such State, Territory, or District, and the 
amount so apportioned shall be solely applied 
in payment of teachers’ wages. 

The tenth section provides that the amount 
apportioned to the school districts of any State 
or Serritory, or of the District of Columbia, 
and certified as herein provided, shal) be paid 
upon the warrant of the Commissioner of 
| Education, countersigned by the Secretary of 
|| the Interior, out of the Treasury of the United 
i} States, to the State, territorial, or District 
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hie i hall be desig 


lerritory, or 
tor, and pay over 
0] distriets entitled 
whichtr A 
nrer or officer shall be required to report, on 
or before the 30th day oft each year, 
to the Commissioner of Edueation, a detailed 
statement of the payments made and balance 
hands withheld, unclaimed, or for any 
The term ** school district ’’ 
ae nsed in this act shall include cities, towns, 
parishes, or such other corporations as by law 
are clothed with power of maintaining schools 
The eleventh section provides that in case 
any State or Territory shal! misapply, or allow 
to be misapplied, or in any manner appropt 
ated or used other than for the purposes herein 


treasury. or to such 
nated by the ia j 
District t e, accoun 
the same! severel 
thereto under ich apport 


; 
sinte 


mment 


June of 


ith his 


cause unpaid . 


required, the tunds, or any part thereof, re 


ceived under the provisions of this act, or shall 
fail to comply with the conditions herein pre- 


; (ts 
scribed, or to report, as herein provided, 
‘ 


through proper officers, the disposition 
thereof, such State or Territory sha!! forfeit 
its right to anv & equent apportionment, by 
virtue hereof, until the full amount so misap 
prare A if? e OT tl il I at | halt h ve been 
eplaced by such State or Territory, and applied 
as herein required, and until such report shall 
have been made, and all apportionments so 
forfeited and withheld shall be added to and 
he ' e principal of the educational 
fund here created, and the officer or ofh- 


( I yee ory oO}! ,O mM ppl n , misap- 
propriating, squandering, or embezzling such 
funds, or know: y consenting thereto. shall 
he deemed gui f a felony. and, upon con- 
viction thereof, shall be punished by fine in 
double the an it so misapplied, misappro 
priated, squandered, or embezzled, or by im- 
prisonment not less than one nor more than 
three years, or by both sach fine and imprison 
ment, in the disceetion of the court; provided, 
ti iI ‘onditions herein preseribed may be 
ibiect to such modification or addition as | 


Congr may h safter deem nece essary for 
the | wccomy iment of the purposes of 
th ‘ 

lhe twelfth section provides that the cirenit 
courts of the Ur {States shall have exclusive 
jurisdiction of all offenses committed aguninst 
the provisions of this act, and shall have power 
and authority, by the proper writ, to compel 
the performance of the duties herein required 


y any oflicer herein mentioned, and to re- 
and improper performance 


of hd ‘ 

Mr. PERCI Mr. Speaker, I will now pro- 
ceed to explain th bill. 

Mr. BURCHARD. [rise to a point of order. 
| do not know what course the gentleman pro- 
poses to pursue, but | suggest that this bill 
should be considered in Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, or in the 
Honse as in Committee of the Whole on the 


‘of the Union. It is a very important bill. 


I make the point of order that it contains an 


ppropriation, and therefore under the rule | 


must have its first consideration in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PERCE. I donot understand that ques- 
tion can now arise, and if there be no objection 
I will proceed to explain the bill. Then if it 
be the dispo ition of the Hous 5 to send the bill 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union | shall not object. 

Mr. BURCHARD. It should receive con- 
sideration, section by section. 

The SPEAKER. Doesthe gentleman from 
Illinois make the point of order that the bill 
makes an appropriation ? 

Mr. NIBLACK. I will make that point of 
order. 

lhe SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indi- 
ana will please point out the portion of the bill 
which makes an appropriation. If it does 
make an appropriation it must go to theCom- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. BURCHARD. I hold that section ten 


makes an appropriation ; that section provides 
as follows: 
Sec. 10. That theamount apportioned to the school 
districts of any State or Territory, or of the District 
Columbia. and certified as herein provided, shall 
be paid upon the warrant of the Commissioner of 
Education, countersigned by the Secretary of the 
Interior, outof the Treasury of the United States, 
to the State, territorial, or District treasury, or to 
such officer as shall be designated by the laws ofsuch 
State, Territory 
and pay over the same to the several school districts 
entitled thereto under such apportionment, which 
treasurer or oflicer shall be required to report, On or 
before the 30th day of June of each year, to the Com- 
missioner of Education, a detailed statement of the 
payments made 
unclaimed, or for any cause unpaid. 


[be SPEAKER. The Chair holds that that 
does not come within the rules of the House, 
otherwise no land grants of any kind whatever 
could be considered in the House. The objec- 
tion to considering a bill in the House, and 
which wonld send it to the Committee of the 
Whole, is that- provision whi 
now in the Treasury of the United States ont 
of it. 
lands for the future, the sale of which is to 
create a certain sum, and section ten indicates 
how that sum shall be disbursed. It is not, 
within the natare of the parliamentary law, an 
appropriation bill, and the Chair does not, 
therefore, sustain the point of order. 

Mr. BURCHARD. The Chairsaggests that 
this is a fund not in the Treasury, bat to be 
received from the sale of the public lands, 

lhe SPEAKER. It is not now in the 
Treasury. 

Mr. BURCHARD. It is now by law inthe 
Treasury, until from year to year taken from 
the Treasury by act of Congress. This section 


fixes the mode by which this money ig to be | and proceeded to the consideration of Hons 


drawn from the Treasury in the 
seems to me it 1 


future. It 
a direct affirmative appro- 
priation of the moneys in the Treasury, or of 
moneys which may come into the ‘lreasury 
bereaiter from the sale of publie lands. 

The SPEAKER. The bill proposes to de- 
vote the public lands of the United States here- 
after to educational purposes as provided in 
the first section, and the remainder of the bill 
provides the machinery 
making the United States the custodian of 
the fuuds for which the public lands shall be 
sold. T 
rule of the House it can be considered as an 
appropriat on bill. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
ary question. 

Che SPEAKER. 
any suggestion. 


Mr. RANDALL. 


i 
1 
i 


Let me ask a parliament- 


This bill, it is true, does 


not make an appropriation, and I think the | 


Chair is correct in his ruling; but I wish to 
know whether the bill does not require fur- 
ther legislation when we shall have arrived at 


a knowledge of the amount received into the | 


Lreasury from the proceeds of the sale ? 

The SPEAKER, That, the Chair appre- 
hends, is in the nature of argument, which the 
Chair cannot participate in. 

Mr. RANDALL. I understood the Chair 
to rule that this is not an appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules that it 
is not an appropriation, because it does not 
take out of the Treasury of the United States 
a single dollar now in it. 

Mr. RANDALL. My inguiry, then, is this: 
if this be not an appropriation, would not fur- 
ther legislation be required, in the nature of 
an appropriation bill, to carry it out? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is under the 


| impression that there would; but the gentle- 
'| man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ranpa.u] is well 


aware that this is a legislative rather than a 


| parliamentary point. 


| 
ul 


Mr. PERCE. I yield to the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Butier]} to offer an 
amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. 
following amendment: 


I offer the 


In section four, line six, after the word “ popula- | 


, or District to receive, account for, || / 
| and that six would be better. 


ind balance in his hands withheld, | 


h takes money | 


[his is the setting apart of the public | 


to carry that into effect, | 


he Chair cannot see how under any | 


The Chair is glad to hear | 
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| tirely apprehend the scope of the amendm 


| eration of the scholastic population, ar 


| year ending June 30, 1573, and for other ; 
| poses. And pending that motion, I move t 
| all general debate on the bill, when the sams 








January 23 





aE iii 


— 


tion,”’ add the following words: “‘ of the 


: Ss dt said § 
and Territories, between the ages of four and twonae 
one years.”’ _ 


Mr. MAYNARD. I do not know if Len. 


of my colleague, which relates to the enum. 
; : 1d ig 
intended to include all between the scholasti, 
ages. I would suggest that four is too yvonne 


I 
Ung, 


Mr. PERCE. I would suggest to the gentle. 


| man from Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp} that th; 
| rule in different States in this respect is yay. 


ous, and that many of the States in enumera 
ing the school population include the ava 
between four and twenty-one. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The morning 


hour having expired, I move to proceed to 
business on the Speaker’s table; and pending 
that, I move that the rules be suspended, ang 
that the House resolve itself into Committe 
of the Whole and proceed to the consideratjoy, 
of the bill (H. R. No. 1060) making appro 
priations for the legislative, executive, ang 
judicial expenses of the Government for the 


bid 


shall be considered in Committee of the Who 
shall be limited to one hour and a half. 

The motion to limit the debate was agreed to. 

The question was upon suspending the rules: 
and being taken, it was agreed to. 

Accordingly the rules were suspended; an 
the House resolved itself into the Committe; 
of the Whole, (Mr. Wueeter in the chair. 
bill No. 1060, making appropriations for the 
legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of 
the Government for the year ending June 30, 
1873, and for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House. 
all genera! debate upon this bill has been lim- 
ited to one hour and a half. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask that the 
first reading of this bill be dispensed with. 

There was no objection; and the first re 


| ing of the bill was accordingly dispensed with, 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, 
in openipg the discussion of this bill I realiz 
the difficulties which at all times attend the 
work of making appropriations for carrying 
on this Government. Bat there are moretha 
ordinary difficulties attending the work ot a 
chairman who succeeds to a position whi 
has been so adorned as has the chairmanshiy 
of the Committee on Appropriations during t 
last two years. The most I can now venture 
is toexpress the hope that by the generous aid 
of my colleagues on the committee and tli 
support of the House I may be able to follow, at 
a humble distance, in the path he has traveled 

| would not occupy any time this morning 
in the preliminary discussion of this bill ex- 
cept for the fact that this general appropria- 
tion bill, more than any other of the eleven 
which will come before the House, embraces 
in its scope nearly the whole civil establish- 
ment of the Government. The approval of 
this bill is, in a certain sense, the approval of 
the whole system to which the other appropri- 
ations will refer. If our general plan of ap- 
propriations ought to be attacked this is the 
place to begin. If they have a sufficient rea- 
son for being in the main what they are, that 
sufficient reason can be given for the passage 
of this bill substantially as it stands in the 
print before us. I therefore beg the indul- 


|| gence of the committee while I call atten- 
| tion to a few questions which have arisen in 


my mind during the study I have given this 


| subject. 


| ernment. 


And first of all I will consider what part 
expenditures play in the affairs of the Gov- 
It is difficult to discuss expendi- 
tures comprehensively without discussing also 
the revenues; but I shall on this occasion 
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o the revenues only on a single oe | 


] ae 

aes and the expenditure of revenue 
form by far the most important element in 
the government of modern nations. _Reve- 
ati ss not, as some one has said, the friction 
a Government, but rather its motive power. 
Without it the machinery of Government can- 
not move, and by it all the movements of a 


Government are regulated. ‘The expenditure 
f re venue for ms the grand level from which 
‘ ights and de pths of legislative action are 
m saad Thei fanaa and diminution of the 
hurdens of taxation depend alike upon their 
relat tion to this level of expenditures. That 
evel once given, all other policies must con- 
f rm to it and be determined by it. The ex- 
liture and distribution of revenue, there- 
form the best test of the health, the wis- 

and the virtue of a Government. Isa 
( vernment corrupt, that corruption willinev- 
‘bly, sooner or later, show itself at the door 
of the treasury in demands for expenditures. 
Phere is scarcely a conceivable form of cor 
ruption or publie wrong that does not at last 
itself at the cashier's desk and demand 
The Legislature, therefore, that 
»yds at the eashier’s desk and watches with its 
Arous eyes the demands for payment over the 
most certain. to all the forms 
scality. At that place, too, we may 

fee| the nation’s pulse; we may determine 
whether it is in the delirium of fever or whether 
currents of its lifé are flowing with the 
steady throbbings of health. What could have 
torn down the gaudy fabric of the late Gov- 
ernment of France so effectually as 
expedient of compiling and publishing a bal- 
ance-sheet of the expenditures of 
ent, as compared with the expendi- 
tures of the fifteen years which preceded his 
reign? The quiet student of finance exhib- 
ited the fact that during fifteen years of Napo- 
leon’s reign he had increased the expenditures 
the Government by the enormous total of 
$350.000,000 in gold perannum. Much of 


( 





nresent 


ment. 


see 


of pubiie ra 


the 


(yovernm 


this vast sam had been covered up under various | 


forms of statement, but the merciless arith- 
metician stripped off the covering and showed 
the yawning, bottomless gulf into which France 


was rushing to certain and inevitable ruin. Ere 
long she took the fatal plunge. She had kept 
1 fair exterior, but all the while the solid 


undations of her strength were being honey- 
combed through and through by extravagance 
and corruption in her finances; and at last _ 
went down in the smoke and desolation of wa 
It was only the crashing through of th 
less fabrie that was ready to perish 
oceasion should come. 
ir own municipal government 
haps in some of our State governments, 
same process going on, which, if not 
ultimately 
less deplorable. 

Such, in my view, are the relations which 
the expenditures of the revenue sustain to the 
honor and safety of the nation. How, then, 
shall they be regulated? Ly what gauge shall 
we determine the amount of revenue 
ought to be expended bya nation? ‘Lhis ques- 
tion is full of difficulty, and I can hope to do 
little more than to offer a few suggestions in 
the direction of its solution. 


mais 
when the 
We have seenin some 
oro ang per- 
. i 

the 
arrested, 
bring them to a fate hardly 


must 


And, first, | remark that the mere amount 
of the appropriation is in itself no test. To | 


say that this Government is expending $292.- 

000,000 a year, may be to say that we are penu- 
rious and niggardly in our expenditures, or 
may be to say that we are lavish and prodi- 
gal. There must be some means of relative 
judgment, some test by which we can determ- 
ine whether our @xpenditures are reasonable 
or exorbitant. 
tests can be applied. 

The first and most important is the relation 
of expenditure to the population. 
ratio corresponding to the increase of popu- 
lation it may be reasonable to increase its ex- 
penditures. This is the test usually applied 


the simple | 


Napoleon’ s | 


that | 


In some | 








| year; the per cent 


It has oceurred to me that two 


| careful 


| have resulted from some study of the 
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find the statement made over against the 
annual average of each year of the expend- 
ture per capita of the aad ation. No doubt 
that test is valuable. But how shall it be || 
applied? Shall the increase of expenditures \| 
keep pace with the increase of population? \| f 
We know that population tends to increase in | 
a geometrical ratio, at a per cent. compounded | 
annually. If the normal increase of expend- 
itures follows the same law, we might 
forward to the future with alarm. 
fest, 


| Gov ernment for the “has aera years, I | 
y | 

| 

| 

| 

| 


look 
it is mani- 
however, that the necessity of expend- 
itures does not keep pace with the mere in- 
crease of numbers; and while the total sum of 
moneys expended must necessarily be greater 
from year to year, the amount per reuptin} 
ought in all well-regulated Governments in 
time of peace to grow gradually less. 





doubt—and | hope at no distant day—we shall | 
have reached the limit of territorial expansion. 

Ll hope we have reached it now, except to | 
enlarge the number of the States within our 
borders; and when we have settled our un 
cupied lands, when we have laid down the 
fixed and certain boundaries of our country 
then the movement of our expenditure in time | 


Oe- 


of peace will be remitted to the operation of 
the one law, the increase of t opulat on. That 
law, as | have already intimated, is not an 
increase bya per cent. compounded annually, 
but by a percent. that decreases annually. N 
doubt the expenditures will always increas: 
from year to year; but they ought not to 
increase by the same per cent. from year to 


of increase ought gradually 
to grow less. 

In England, for example, where the terri- 
tory is fixed, and they are remitted to the sin- 
gle law of increase hop their in- 
crease of expenditure duri the t twenty 
two years of peace has been only about 
and three quarters per cent. compounded 
nually, j believe nobody has made a very 
estimate of the rate in our country; 
we have been too irregular in that respect. 
But a gentleman who has given much attention 
to the subject expressed to me the belief that 
we have been increasing our expenditures in 
the time of peace about eight per cent. com- 
pounded annually. I can hardly believe that, 


ot pulation, 


ane 





yet | am sure that somewhere between that rate 
and the English rate will be found our rate of 
increase in times of peace. I am aware that 
such estima eS as tnese areun uwIstTactory, and 
that nothing short of the actual test oi expe- 
rience can determine the movements of our 
| expenditures; but these suggestions, which 


subject, 
| offer for the reflections of those who care to 
follow them ont. 
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Thus far I have considered the expend- 
itures that arise in times of peace. Any 
view of this subject would be incomplete af 
it did not include a consideration of the effect 
of war upon the national expenditures. I 
have been speaking of what the rate ought 
to be in time of peace, for the civil manage- 
ment proper of the country. We come now 
for a moment to consider the effect of the rate 
of increase of expenditures that war brings. 
And here we are confronted with that anarchic 
element, the plague of nations, which Jeremy 
Bentham called ** mischiefon the largestseale.”’ 
After the fire and blood of the battie-fields have 
disappeared, nowhere does war show its de- 
stroying powerso certainly and go relentlessly 
as in the columns which represent the taxes 
and expenditures of the nation. Let me illus- 
trate this by two examples. 

In 1792, the year preceding the commence- 
ment of the great wars of England against 


i 
But in a country like ours there is another Napoleon, the expenditures of Great Britain 
element besides population that helps to de- || were less than twenty million pounds sterling. 
termine the movement of expenditures. That || During the twenty-four years that elapsed, 
element can hardly be found in any otber || from the commencement of that wonderfal 
country than ours. It is the increase and set- || series of struggles until its close at Waterloo, 
tlement of our territory, the organic increase || in 1815, the expenditures rose by successive 
of the nation by the addition of new States. || bounds, until, in one year near the close of 
1'o begin with the original thirteen States, and || the war, it reached the enormous sum of 
gauge expenditure till now by the increase of || £106,750,000. 
population alone, would be manifestly incor- he enormous increase of the public debt, 
| rect. But the fact that there have been added || added to the natural growth of the country, 
twenty-four States, and that we now have nine || made it impossible for England ever to reach 
Territories, not including Alaska, brings a new || its old level of expenditure. it took twe nty 
and important element into the calculation. |; years atter Waterloo to reduce the expendi- 
Lt is impossible to estimate the effect of that || tures £77,750,000, the average annual expendi- 
element upon expenditures. Butif we exam- || tures of the second decade of the century to 
ine our own expenditures from the beginning || £45,750,000, the expenditure for 1885. 
of the Government it will appear that every Chis last figure was the lowest which Eng- 
great increase of settled territory has verycon- || land has known during the century. Then 
siderably added to the expenditures. followed nearly forty years of peace, from 
if these reflections be just, it wiil followthat Wate 2rloo to the Crimean war in 1864. The 
the ordinary movement of our expenditures || figures for that period may be taken to repre- 
depends upon the action of two forces: first, || seut the natural growth of expenditures in 
| the natural growth of population, and second, || England. During that period the expenditures 
the extension of our territory and the increase || increased, in a tolerably uniform ratio, from 
in the number of our States. Some day, no || £45,750.000, the amount for 18385. to about 


fifty-one million seven hundred and fifty thou- 
sand pounds, the average for the tive years end- 
ing 1858-54. This increase was about four mil- 
lion dollars of our money per annum. Then 
came the Crimean war of 1854 to 1856, during 
the year which the expenditures rose to 
£84.500.000. 
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During the last ten years the expenditures 
are again gradually increasing: the avera 50 
fy he six reare ent t} Q7 eing 
f iX years end ith 1871 being 
£68, 750,000. 

s tha Len sramnia f thea ff} > f war 

As the second exampl ot the etlect of war 


on the movement of national expenditures, | 


call attention to our own history in this regard. 


Considering the ordinary expenses of the 

, . 

| Government, exclusive of payments on the 
principal and interest of the publie debt, the 


average may be tated thus: 

Beginning with 1791, the last deeade of the 
eighteenth century showed an annual average 
of $3,.750.000. During the first decade of 
the present century the average was nearly 
$5,500,000. Or, commencing with 1791, there 
followed twenty years of peace, during which 
the annual average of ordinary expenditures 
had more than doubled. Then followed four 
years, from 1812 to 1815, inclusive, in which 
the war with Kingland swelled the average to 
»,500,000. During the five years succeed- 
ing that war the average was $16,500,000; 
und it was not until 1821 that the new level 

peace was reached. During the five years, 


RF 


from 1820 to 1825. inclusive, the annual aver- 
age was $11,500,000, Krom 1825 to 1880 it 
was $13,000,000. From 1880 to 1835 it was 
$17,000,000. From 1835 to 1840, in which 


\| period occurred the Seminole war, it was 
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$30,500,000 From 1840 to 1845 it was 
$27,000,000 From 1845 to 1850, in the latter 


part of which period the expenses for the Mex- 


ican war came in, it was $40,500,000. From 
1850 to 1855 it was $47,500,000. From 1855 
to June 30, 1861, it was $67,000,000. From 


June 30, 1861, to June 30, 1866, $713.750.000, 
and from June 30, 1866, to June 30, 1871, the 
annual average was 3189,000,000, 

[t is interesting to inquire how far we may 
reasonably expect to go in the descending 
cale before we reach the new level of peace. 
We have already seen that it took England 
twenty years after Waterloo before she reached 
such a level. Our own experience has been 
peculiar in this, that our people have been 
impatient of debt, and have always determ- 
inedly set about the work of reducing it. 

hroughout our history there has been a 
curious uniformity in the movement of the 
annual expenditures for the years immediately 


following our wars. We have not the data to 


determine how long it was after the war of !! 


independence before the current expenditures 
ceased to decrease, that is, before they reached 
the point where the natural growth of expendi- 
tures more than balanced the tendency {to re- 


aud payment of illegal captures of British ves- 
sels and cargoes. We may reasonably expect 
that the expenditures for pensions will here- 
after steadily decrease, unless our legislation 
should be unwarrantably extravagant. We 
may also expect a large decease in expend- 
itures for the internal revenue department. 
Possibly, we may ultimately be able to abolish 
the department altogether. In the account- 
ing and disbursing bureaus of the Treasury 
Department we may also expect a further 
reduction of the force now employed in set- 


| tling war claims. 


duction of war expenditure, but in the year | 


immediately following all our subsequent wars 
the decrease has continued for a period almost 
exactly twice the length of the war itself, 

After the war of 1812-15, the expenditures 
continued to decline for eight years, reaching 
the lowest point in 1823. 

After the Seminole war, which ran through 
three years, 1886, 1837, and 1838, the new 
level was not reached until 1844, six years 
after its close. 

After the Mexican war, which lasted two 
years, it took four years, until 1852, to reach 
the new level of peace. 

It is perhaps unsa‘e to base our calculations 
for the future on these analogies: but the wars 
already referred to have been of such varied 
character, and their financial effects have been 
so uniform, as to make it not unreasonable to ex- 
pect that asimilar result will follow our late war. 
ifso, the decrease of our ordinary expenditures, 
exclusive of the principal and interest of the 
public debt, will continue until 1875 or 1876. 

It will be seen by an analysis of our current 
expenditures, that, exclusive of charges onthe 
public debt, nearly fifty million dollars are 
expenditures directly for the late war, and 
many of them will not again appear, such as 
the bounty and back pay of volunteer soldiers 





| $127,000,000, where it stood in 1816. 
| twenty years more to pay it off. 


| ous maximum on 31st July, 1865. 


We cannot expect so rapid a reduction of 
the public debt and its burden of interest as 
we have witnessed for the last three years; but 
the reduction will doubtless continue, and will 
constantly decrease the public burden. I know 
it is not safe to attempt to forecast the future, 
but I venture to express the belief that if peace 
continues the year 1876 will witness our ordin- 
ary expenditures, exclusive of the public debt, 


reduced to $125.000.000, and the interest on 


our public debt to $95,000,000; making our 


total expenditures, exclusive of payment on 
the principal of the publie debt, $230,000,000. 


Judging from the experience of our own and | 


of other nations, we may not hope thereafter 
to reach a lower figure. 
mate I have assumed that there will be a con- 
siderable reduction of the burdens of taxation, 
anda revenue not nearly in so great excess of 
the expenditures as we now have. 

lhe movement of our public debt may 
be thus summarily stated: commencing with 
January 1, 1789, we had a debt of $75,000,000. 
It took twenty-one years to reduce its bulk to 
$45,000,000, the figure which was reached 
in 1812. The war with England raised it to 
It took 
The war with 
Mexico left us with a debt of $68,000,000, and 


| it took ten years to reduce it to $28,500,000, 


the lowest point it has ever reached since 1846. 
The debt of our late war reached its stupend- 
In the six 
and a half years that have since elapsed we 
have reduced it by the sum of $556,500,000, 
which isa reduction of twenty and a half per 
cent. of its whole amount. During that time 
we have also reduced the amount of annual 
interest on the debt by $42,500,000. 

I subjoin a table prepared at the Treasury 
Department, which exhibits, in successive 


| years, the recent movemeut of the principal 


and interest of the public debt: 


Statement of reduction of public debt, interest charge, and Treasury balances. 


Amount of | 


Salance in Treasury. 


oo Total Yearly 
» princins nee ek ss : ’ 
Date. the } a ipal — Treasury Debt less | interest 
of public fice cash. | @heeed 
lebt : . s valance. | charged. 
( : Gold. Currency. | | 
July 31, 1865, (maximum)...| $2,872,734,908 | $35,337,858 $81,401,775 | $116,739,633 | $2,755.995,.275 | $151.832,051 


March 1, 1869 aaa : 
SIGUE GENE Bibtiteddyvinties weebois 
ET ROME sciceinemniaones 
July 1, 1872 


2,606,994 694 
2,407,174, 246 


2,353, 211,332 


* Reduction since July 31, 1865,$546,024,892. 


This rapid reduction of the principal and 
interest of our public debt tends also to 
strengthen the hope that for three or four 
years to come our expenditures may continue 
to decrease. It would be happy, indeed, if we 
might also hope that when the nation again 
begins the ascent it will be up the beautiful 
slope where no sign of war shall come for 
many long years. If so, the ascent will be 
gradual and gentle, and will mark the course 
of that highway along which the nation shall 
move upward and forever upward in its grand | 
eareer of glory and prosperity. But let it be 
forever borne in mind that the day which wit- 
nesses a new war increases more and more 
heavily than ever the calamities of the past. | 


| 
| 


98,741,261 
103,174,209 
96,683,900 


*2,326,710,016 | 111,432,826 
| 


16,853,529 

20,854,606 
9,533,363 | 

15,861,493 


1 
115,594,790 | 2.491,399,904) 1 
124,028,815 2,283,145,481} 1 
106,217,263 2, 246,994,069 | 1 

2 ] 


7127,294,319 | 2,199,415,697 


l. 
6,389,550 
4,852,089 
1,439,385 


“yp > 
09,223,622 


1 
1 





| a 
$556,579,578 | $42,608,329 
| 


+ Increase over July 31, 1865, $10,554,688. 


‘For the burdens of the past are mainly the 


burdens of war, and there is a point to which 

a national debt may raise when its people lose 

heart and grow hopeless under the burden. 
Conceding to England all her wealth, all her 


| greatness, and all her glory, still one fact in 


her history is so full of gloomy portent that I 
have never been able to understand how her 
statesmen could look upon it without the pro- 
foundest alarm. It would seem that all hope 


of paying off, or even of considerably reducing | 


her public debt, is extinguished in the minds 
of her people. The last attempt in that direc- 
tion was made by the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, Mr. Gladstone, in his b udget speech 
of 1866. After affirming that nine leading 


In making this esti- | 
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nations of Europe had incurred a debt of , 
less than £1,500,000,000 sterling during a. 
last twenty-five years, and that, too, i . 
time of very general peace, he said that haces 
ica was the only great nation of the yw, rid 
that was now considerably reducing her dehy 
Then referring to the British debt, he said. * 


‘“*At the close of the war against France in 19)- 
the British debt was £902.264,000. On the 5th J,." 
uary, 1854, it was £800,515,000. *From 1815 tw Tae 
there were nearly forty years of the most ; j 
tranquillity ever known in this country.” 
- - “The rate of decrease during that perio 
was £2,609,000 perannum.” * . 8s 8 we 
do not beliey eif we take the whole years of pea 
since 1815, that the average reduction would reac! 
£3,000,000, If ever we should become involved i, 
any great and protracted war, we must expect to soa 
the debt increase at about ten times the aunual ratp 
by which we reduce it in time of peace,” 


ro fe I ; 
_ and 
1 


In order to judge more accurately of the 
future of our expenditures, | ask attention to 
an analysis of those of the last fiscal year. 
In doing so I will venture a criticism on the 
form in which the records of receipts and ex. 
penditures are presented to us in the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. In prepar- 
ing the analysis which I shall present [ noticed 
several items which | cannot regard as real 
expenditures, nor have they ever in fact been 


| receipts of the Government. 


In the report of the Secretary of the Treas. 


|| ury itis stated that the expenditures for the 














|| past year ending June 30, 1871, amounted to 


two hundred and ninety-two million and some 
odd thousand dollars. 

Now, I call the attention of the committee 
to several items included in that $292,000,000 


| which seem to me should not be counted in 


an exhibit of what it costs to run the Govern- 
ment. For instance, in exchanging the coin 
in the Treasury for outstanding bonds, the 
premium on the coin is set down as revenue, 
and the premium on the bonds purchased is set 
down as an expenditure. Of course the books 
of the Treasury ought to show these transac- 
tions in full; but it does not seem to me that 
the two amounts should go to swell the receipts 
and expenditures of the Government. The 
One is not revenue in the ordinary meaning of 
that term, nor is it expenditure. Yet here, 
on pages 3 and 5 of the tables appended to 
the Secretary's report, are set down as pre: 
miums ou sales of coin, nearly- nine million 
dollars, and as premiums paid on purchase 
of bonds, a little more than nine millions. 
It seems to me the figures presented to the 
country ought to be different between the two 
sums as part of the expense of managing the 
national debt. That difference, we find, is 


| only $123,954; yet by this record the Gov- 


ernment is charged with having expended 
$9,000,000 for that purpose. 


Here is another item. I understand that 
when a ship arrives in port, and the mer: 


| chant desires to get his goods at once, he 


makes a deposit at the custom-house of a sum 
larger than the amount of tariff, and that when 
the amount of duty ascertained is collected 
there is to be a sum returned to him. Now, 
all the sums paid back to merchants in this 
way, sums which never belonged to the Treas- 


| ury, never were revenue, in fact are charged as 


expenditures. On page 4, under the head- 
ing of ‘‘ miscellaneous expenditures,’’ [ find 
this entry: ‘‘refunding excess of deposits for 
unascertained duties, $1,787.266 59." 

There is anotheritem, which gentlemen who 
care to follow these remarks, will also find on 
page 4. When imported goods are reéxported 
a drawback is allowed tothe full amount of the 
duty. In many cases the duty does not come 


| into the Treasury at all, and of course the 
| canceling of the duty is ndt a payment out 


of the Treasury. That sum should neither be 
reckoned as expenses nor as receipts; but yet 
$978,358 of ‘‘debenture drawbacks under the 
customs laws’’ are set down among the expendi- 
tures for the last fiscal year. Yet both this and 
the preceding item are set down as a part of 
the cost of collecting the customs revenue. 


1872. 
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(Inder the heading of ‘* customs,”’ there is 
another item for ‘** refunding customs duties 
erroneously or illegally collected,’ and $490,- 
679 under that head have gone into the list 
of expenses, which amount evidently never 
helonged to the United States. The account 
of all these transactions should, of course, be 
kept at the Treasury. Doubtless that is the 
correct method of keeping the books, but, in 
my judgment, is not @ just method of express- 
‘ng to the people what its Government costs. 
So in the internal revenue department. 
“There are two similar items in connection 
with the administration of the internal rev- 
onue department, amounting to more than a 
million dollars, in which the taxes were erro- 
neously or illegally paid and subsequently 
returned to the citizen who paid ¢hem;: also, 
another item of repayment for land erroneously 
cold. Without troubling the committee with 
a more specific statement of the items, I sub- 
mit the following table : 

Items stated in tables of the Secretary's report as 


erpenses of the United Statea for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1871. 


Refunding excess of deposits for unascertained 
TM aAClMl. -- «insathacsinntindrhdewesanseabiinnoeucennipn MERGE OE Gee OF 
Debenture and drawbacks under cus 
biG BOWE. «cscrestssdseccsevscsessvebisienccenepioss 978,358 33 | 

Relunding duties erroneously or ille- et ci 
gally collected......-.++++ EE 490,659 68 
Internal revenue allowances and draw- 
GIES ..cv0e secsdncoouses Siphevebcebbuuelenscabnanadic 451,203 66 | 


Refunding taxes erroneously or ille- 
SUITS OO LLDOEeccisathnnaevastenphicexibsassaoas 
Repayment for lands erroneously sold... 
Premium on purchase of bonds............ 
Refunding excess of deposits for sur- 
yeying public lands............. a lic Soe 22,232 66 
$13,402,524 45 


SS 


612,243 30 
43,765 49 
9,016,794 74 


There are three other items which, | am | 


inclined to believe, should go into this state- 
ment, and which would swell the amount to 
near fifteen millions; but I omit that, because 
[am not perfectly satisfied that they belong 
here. Now, of course all these items appear 
on both sides of the ledger, and correctly rep- 
resent the transactions. But our taxes and 
expenses are heavy enough without the addi- 
tion of sums that apparently but not really swell 
the totals on both sides of the account. 

| call the attention of the committee to the 
account of expenditures of the War Depart- 
menton page 5 of the Secretary’s tables. Gen- 
tlemen will see that the War Department is 
set down as having an expenditure of thirty- 
five million dollars and a fraction. Now, in 
order to get that sum, $8,280,093, the proceeds 
of sales of ordnance were deducted. ‘hat 
is, the War Department sold ordnance to the 
amount of $8,250,000, and used that amount 
to defray their ordinary expenses. 
subtracted the whole of that as though it were 
not an expenditure of the War Department. 
This should manifestly be set down as a 
charge which the Government has had to pay. 
It would be proper, of course, to account for 
it on the other side of the ledger as ‘‘ receipts 
from sales of property,’’ and doubtless it was 
so entered. But to cut it out of the total 
expenditures of the year because it was got 
from the sale of old property does not cor 
rectly state the expenditures of the War 
Department. 

| make this explanation before presenting a 
table which I shall present in a moment, ani! 
in which, for the sake of comparison, I have 
inthe main followed the Treasury mode of 
statement. 

In order more clearly to understand the 
nature of our expenditures, I have endeavored 
to analyze more closely some of the large 
groups set down inthe Secretary’s report. For 
instance, I find under the head of ‘* miscellane- 
ous expenses’’ over forty million dollars. It 


will be interesting to know some of the larger | 


items of which that sum is composed. 

I find, also, that the War Department ap- 
pears to be charged with $44,000,000 as the 
expenditures for the year. Thissum contains 
many large amounts that do not properly 


And they | 


belong to the expense of maintaining our mil- | 


itary establishment. For example, an item 
of more than $10,000,000 of county and back 
pay to soldiers of the late war is no part of 
| the cost of maintaining our present Army ; 
also, $2,500,000 paid to States to reimburse 
them for raising volunteers; also, $4,750,000 
for the improvement of rivers and harbors, 
/ and several such similar items, which it would 
| be very unjust to charge to the War Depart- 


| ment as the current expenses of our present | 


| Army. In this table I have followed the Sec- 
| retary’s method of stating the accounts in all 
respects except these. 


purchased, and have put down 
| $123,000, the difference between that sum and 
| the preceding, from premium on sales of coin. 


I have also reckoned the $8,250,000, proceeds 


| of sales of ordnance, as money expended by 
little the total expenditure of the year from 


| the statement of the Secretary. 


| expenditure for the fiscal year ended June 80, 
1871, was $292,177,188 25. 


the amounts into three groups, as follows: 


account of the late war: 


National asylum for volunteers.......... 
Bounties and back pay to volunteer 


| Horses and other property lost in ser- 
vice in the late war. ...... 


I have omitted the 
39,000,000 expenditure for premium on bonds 
only the 


| It will be seen from the last annual report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury that the total 


| In order to understand more clearly the | 
nature of these expenditures I will distribute 


1. The amounts paid during the year on || 


902 ORF 26 
296, 2 (04 


228,836 75 | 
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|| the War Department. These changes vary but 








i] 
i} 
| 
} 


1} 
} 


| 
| Interest on the public debt........ ......0..125,576,565 93 
|| Expenses of refunding the national 
a cal 332,173 04 
|| Difference between premium on bonds 
purchased and gold sold..............cs00 123,954 79 
BO Nea dead rh vpcevanveias sb pe cia aca 34,443,894 88 


2 || 
| 
| 


3 | 


TIRED &. sctevacicaccucdloccdonsndeveresxssvesecesce EOGOGINEGOUN 
Reimbursing States for expenses of 
NERA aaa a al 2,379,246 72 || 


| 


ote teececcceserescoe ) 
| Lllegal capture of British vessels and 
IN nisin atu labs dontglbuneecenie 760,728 72 
Return of captured and abandoned | 
property, and expenses of suits.. ...... 743,540 09 || 
Capture of Jeff Davis...............cc00sceees 1,611 50 | 


2. Present military and naval 
establishments: 


For the Army, after deducting pay- 
ments for the late war, already 
mentioned in group 1, and for im- 


provement of rivers and__har- 
et | A ae $25,683,524 25 


For the Navy.................. 19,431,027 21 


9 


}. The civil service proper, be- 
ing all the expenditures not 
named in the tirst and second 
group, namely : 

The civil list, including expenses of 
legislative, judicial, and executive 
officers of the Government, not in- 
cluding internal revenue and_cus- 
toms departments.........$15,802,599 98 
| Foreign intercourse......... 1,604,373 87 
EF NIRA Siac sanosvameiea donne 7,426,997 44 
|| Improvements of rivers - 

4,834,277 88 





I} | BIN WATOOTBs. oes ccscces .000. 
Public buildings and 
| grounds, including re- 
f, <Oee .e 
Expenses of mints, coast 
| survey, light-houses, 
| revenue-cutter service, 
and marine hospitals... 
|| Cost of collecting customs 
duties, exclusive of rev- 
enue-cutter service, and 
building and repairing 
| gustom-houses.............. 10,543,199 60 
Cost of assessing and col- 
lecting internal reve- 
BGs) Aci bob veases tvacesalpaioes 
Deficiency in revenue of 
the Post Office Depart- 
ment, including carry- 
ing of free mail matter, 
|| Expenses of the eighth 
and ninth census.......... 


3,286,011 30 


6,134,701 12 


9,001,680 71 


4,400,000 00 


1,995,111 13 
731,250 00 
Refunding of Massachu- 


sett interest on war of 


Tit i secasdpnatitienston 678,362 41 
Survey of publiclands.... 564,940 76 
|| Miscellaneous... 3,943,243 50 








eC oo iiss cotersecess 


175,543,140 27 


45,114,551 46 


| . . 
| twenty-eight and a half per cent. 


539 


By an examination of the table it will be seen 
that I have placed in the first group all those 
items of expenditure, exclusive of the principal 
of the public debt, which are paid directly for 
expenses ofthe late war. These items explain 
themselves, and amouat to $175,548,140 27. 

The second group, which comprises the 
military and naval expenses of the Govern- 
ment, excludes expenditures for the improve- 
ment of harbors and rivers, which is properly 
a civil expenditure, and payments for the late 
war, which belong to another group. The 
expenditures for the Army proper the last 
year were $25,683,524 25, and for the Navy, 
$19,431,027 21, making for our permanent 
military and naval establishments an expend- 
iture of $45,114,551 46. 

In the third group | have placed the civil ex- 
penditures of the Government proper, all that 
does not belong to the first two groups. ‘The 
aggregate of this group is $70,906,794 70. 
From this table it appears that of the ex- 
penses during the past year, sixty and a half 
per cent. of the whole amount, leaving out the 
payment of the principal of the public debt, 
was directly for the late war; fourteen per 
cent. was for the support of our Army and Navy, 
and twenty-five and a half per cent. for all the 


| other departments of the Government. It 


will be interesting to compare this table with a 
similar analysis of the expenses of the British 
Government for the past year, in.a table which 
[ have compiled from oflicial reports, making 
the same three groups for the expenditures of 
that country as for our own. 


British exrpenditures for 1871. 


Per 
Lte ma, Totals. cent, 
Charges on the public debt, 
Cinterest) ....<.sccoressesss £26,826,436 38} 
EG vactiincin's £13,430,400 
DORWF vc senesees 9,456,641 
22,887,041 ; 
—— _ £49,712,477 714 
All other expenditures............... 19,986,062 284 
RM lad ctniseccsvassedinave pidawvineens £69,698 539 100 


The interest on the British debt is thirty 


| eight and a half per cent. of the whole annual 


expenditures. The cost of the army and navy is 
thirty-three per cent. of the whole. These two 
elements, being the cost of past and present 


|| wars, make seventy-one and a half per cent. 


of the whole expenditure. 


All other expend- 
itures of their 


Government amount to but 


It is curious to observe that their civil estab- 


| lishment costs almost the same per cent. of 


And 


the whole expenditures as ours does. 


| it is interesting to us to observe that while 





they pay thirty-three per cent. of all of their 


| expenditures for their present military and 


| naval establishments, ours costs but fourteen 
| per cent., less than one half of their rate. 


| Leaving these general considerations, I will, 


i| in conclusion, call the attention of the com- 


| be. 


70,906,749 70 1] sum. 


scecsessesesesees$291,564,441 43 | 





| mittee to the appropriations for next year, and 
to the bill under consideration. The Com- 


|| mittee on Appropriations found that a most 


excellent example had been set last year and 
the year before by their predecessors. In 
almost every case we found that we were right, 
or very nearly right, when we took. their appro- 
priations as the basis of our own. 

We have not yet gone over all the appropria- 
tion bills, the eleven which we are required to 
| present for the action of this House; but we 
have goue so nearly over them that I am able 
to state in general terms what the result will 
I hope we shall in those eleven bills be 

able to reduce the appropriations about nine 
million dollars from the appropriations of last 
_year. The total appropriations of last year 
in those bills amounted, in round numbers, to 
$160,000,000. The total appropriationa we 
| shall recommend in the same eleven bills this 
| year, | hope, will not exceed $151,000,000; 
| perhaps they may be a little less than that 
These appropriations of $150,000,000 
| will be understood to be outside of what are 
| known as permanent appropriations. The per- 


| 
| 
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manent appr ria yn nelude the public debt 
in its vari ! nd some other forms of 
charges, nv 1 Ww ye re ced about 
nine mull i the amount ar priat 
last year. [he an tor the fiscal year 187] 
was SI 02.24 mount tor t fisc 
yea! Ik{2 estimated ut S165,601.861 
amount for the fiseal year 1873 estimated at 


$ 154,961,237. 
Mr. FINKELNBURG. 
allow me to ask him a question right here 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. C 
Mr. FINKELNBURG. Willthe gentleman 
state how that compares with the estimates 
from the Treasury irtment? 


itleman 


) 


Willthege: 


rtainly. 


ce GARE Lal otf Onno. I have the 
fix , but do not see it at this moment; | 
euunet; therel re, state 1t with accuracy. The 
appropriatior of the same character as those 
contained int! nD were last year SZO,772,000, 
Phe estimates for the bill of th year, which 
is exactly the ey t of that « 
year, were about $20,100,000 he bill now 
pending appropriates 2 OB6.000 | $ than 
the bill of last vear. and 83,000,000 les 
than asked f in the estimates of this year 
Now, is due to the committee of last year 
th il I she uid ny | Cil itl ne merit for the 
whole of that amount of reduction. 

Mr. BECK. With the gentleman's consent 
I would like to say a single word. I worked 


for two years on the Committee on Apnpropria 


tions of the last Congress; andit was as stingy 


a committee as | ever saw, The consequence 

wi that a defi nev oil ¢ $11,000,000 had 

to be | rht in nd the c tleman ( 

mit ey i { ir ) 

as tl ! ( ( ni Laug! } 
M (a itl [icLD ot Oh Possibly we 

may [ will make no promises. |! say that 

{ figures I t year Ww j my 

very economical. The committee did wi 

and well. One main item of this reduction of 

$3,000,000 consists in a reduction of more than 

half a million dollars in the appropriati 


the House of Representatives. for the reas: 


that this appropriation bill will not annlv to 


any Congress but the present Ihis Con 
gress will expire on the 4th of March, 1873 
and this appropriation bill is for the year end- 
ing on the 80th of June following. Under our 
present laws thers it] he no ( rY aq » eee. 
sion between March and June of 1878; there 
will be no organized House t least, until the 
following December. We the rhtit unneecs 
sary to appropniate out ot the lreasury a larce 
sum ot mor y for a Congress that will 
assemble within the fi il vear for which these 
appropriati re TAde, ines make 3A roe 
shar: f the ference. 

Mr. (Chairman. t inking the House CAs vee 
patience in listening to these dry details, | 


} 


will yield the floor for any remarl 
other rentlemen desire to make. 

Mr. WOOD. Mr. uirman, this I believe 
is the pioneer bill reported from the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations: it is the first bill they 
havi presented t to the Llouse for its consider- 
ation, and it is prol ably proper to consider the 
opening remarks of the honorable chairman of 
that committee as a 
or ex} 
ernment. I re: 


tatement or justification 
expenditures of the Gov- 


ret that he 


snation of th 
has devoted about 
three fourths of his time to a very elaborate. 
and | may add very interesting disquisition 
upon political economy in this country and 
elsewhere. He has settled. at least in his own 
mind, what he pleases to eall a gauge which 
should regulate the expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment in proportion t He has 
instanced England, its revenue. its populs ation. 
and its expenditures, as establishing in his own 
mind at least a proper rule to govern a nation 


»poONnNiat iON. 


as to the amount of revenue that should be 
raised by taxes upon the people for the admin- 
istration of their public affairs. I listened, 


sir, with some pleasure to that gentleman. | 
admired the generality of his views, the indus- 


try with which he has gathered certain theories, || should the people of the United States hold to || accusation of extravagance. 


and the ability with which he has presented 
hem to the committee. But while I admire 

tl [ may 
those sophisms, I fail, 
hairman, to see their practical common 
ion to the bill presented to the 


° } 
ir ingenuity those theories, and, 


wid, In some respects 


sense applical 


‘-ommittee for its ¢ ynsideration. I tail to find 
iny analogy st the manner of administering 
the affairs of gland and the manner of 
administering the affairs of our own Govern- 


ment at this time; and I doubt whether, taking 
our population as a proper basis upon which 
to adjust taxation, the gentleman’s own rule 
would not pré when he comes to 
make the mathematical demonstration and 
caleulation. 

Now, sir, we know very well what has been 
the increase of population in this country for 
the last ten years; it has now become a matter 


yve a fal Huey 


of statistics. Wealso know, fortunately, what 


were the expenditures of this Government ten 
years ago, and what they are now. I call the 
tention emen of the committee to the 
aw making appropriations in 1860 for precisely 
the same matters presented in this bill. They 
will be astonished to find that the expenditures 
ir these very purposes alone have quadrupled 
in amount: that during the administration of 
James Bnehanvan. so often held up to the 
of some gentlemen, 
with the Administration that they support, the 
whole contingent expenses of the Executive 
amounted to ae $350. Presi¢ent Buchanan 
had no brigadier generals or other military 
:d to his staff to serve him as 

sand ushers at the White House; and 


otlicers attach 
cretarie 


the whole appropriation, including stationery 
for the expenses of the Executive, amounted in 
1860 to just $850. In the bill now reported from 
the Committee on Appropriations the corre- 


sponding item amounts to $4,500. I refer to 
this item as illustrating the relative increase 
inall the expen dit ures of the Government since 
the administration of the present dominant 
party came into , power. | regret, therefore, 
that the gentieman, 
speech to sine us som: 
large increase of exper 


> explanation of this 
dite ires, did not tell us 
why the appropriations in this bill amount to 
$17,000,000. Why did j ne not tell us why this 
appropriation bill amounted to $17,000,000 for 
precisely the same objects that were ten years 
dat an expenditure of at least one 
third that amount? 
u e report sent in to the President from the 
commission which makes this 
sment to the country, and which will en- 
know how and in what 
manner the taxes of the people are expended, 
and how and in what manner these enormous 
reven are oy vosed of? I will read from page 
5 of tl it of the civil service commission : 


a conduct 


abie th country to 


intry in odium, and which, in the minds | 
compares so unfavorably | 


in his essa y in his opening | 


W hy did he not explain to | 


> ¢ > Fe 
t not easy to comput e in figures the exact | 
1 diff » betw een a good and a bad sys- 
the civilserviee, It is, necessarily, a matter 
inference and of comparison between the prob- 


ible operation of a careless and a carefal method. 
But it is calculated, by those who have made a care- 


of all ¢ ‘ 


\ the facts, that one fourth of the rey- 





d States are annually lost in the 
n, and for a large part of that loss a system 
rvice which is fatally unsound may reason- 

ably be held responsible. 

Nor v, sir, it does ap pear to me that that 

honorable gentleman, with his conceded abil- 

ity, in reporting these bills to this House, in 
prefacing the introduction of these measures 
with a general commentary on the expendi- 
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the most rigid accountability for this rem 
able and extraordinary fact? It does 
to me, Mr. Chairman, that now, at the’ 
mencement of the consideration of these a, 
propriations to pay for these exp venditures, . i 
proper and just for us to take into ¢ side i 
tion how and in what manner we can educ 
the revenue ‘ay sadnoliie the expenditures q 
the Government; how and i in what nian Ler the 
people may obtain the remedy for those a : 
wrongs thus stated so dire sctly to the Pres iden 
It seems to me that we cannot devote , 
time, our energies, and our statesmanship | 
a better purpose than in seeking to obtain 
the earliest practicable day that relief which 
the down-trodden people of this country now 
so imperiously demand at the hands of (op. 
gress. 

I did not taal, Mr. Chairman, when I rogp 
to introduce any question of this kind at ¢| 
time. 1 did not intend to say a word to-d; 
on this subject. ‘These remarks have hee; 
called out altogether by the statements of th, 
chairman of the Committee on A ppropriations 
who, I think, should propose to Congress ¢ 
means by which we may curtail these enorm 
ous expenditures; the means by which wi 
restrict our expenditures within legitima 
boundaries ; the means by which we m: LY get rid 
of these enormous sinecures which are w 
ing the life-blood from the producing classes 
of the country ; the means by which the people 
of the country may obtain relie’, so that, instead 
of expending $400.000,000 a year, the ex- 
penditures of our Government may be brought 
back to the good old days of the Republic when 
under Democratic administration, whether | 
time of peace or war, they never did exceed 
for any one year $135,000,000. We are noy 
in a time of profound peace; we have no war 
upon our hands; we are at peace with all the 
world, and all the industries, all the producing 
interests of the country, so far as any war 
concerned, are in a perfectly natural and 
healthy condition. Our commerce is pr 
perous. Our agricultural productions exce 
all that they have ever been before. All o 
our industries by their own individual fore 
of energy are making themselves sufficient! 
productive to pay these enormous taxes to t! 
Government, and at the same time to subsisi 
themselves. Is it not our duty, then, Mr. 
Chairman, to grant them the relief which the 
ask? Is it not our duty ta do something f 
the producing classes of the country, who ha 
to bear the burden of taxation? Is it not ou 
duty to give something to the classes of peop! 
who produce everything and not give to th 
who produce nothing almost everything they 
ask at the hands of Congress? 

Now, sir, if that gentleman and his party 
will take into serious consideration the t 
condition of things in this nation, [ am sure 
before the adjournment of Congress ways : 
means will be devised for the public relief and 


Com 


nd 





| the remedy for the public wrong. 


Mr. HALE. I do not propose to occupy 
mich of the time of the committee, but there 
are one or two points which it seems proper 
to me should be kept in mind as bearing upon 
the arraignment of the present Administra: 
tion by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Woop. } 

The gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD, | 
the chairman of the Committee on Appropr 


| ations, was careful in the speech which he 


tures of the Government, should at least have | 
| givena portion of his time to a study of this | 
remarkable, this lamentable statement made | 


by those who represent the President, who 
stands before the world as responsible for this 
condition of things. The civil service com- 
mission say that one fourth of the revenues are 
lostin the collection. We collect $390,000,000, 
If $100,000,000 of the people’s taxes are 
lost by the fault of those who are appointed 


| to collect them, who is responsible, and who 


made in presenting the bill to this House to 
abstain from anything like partisan allusions 
or accusations. His was a calm and dispas- 
sionate statement of the expenditures of the 
Government, and also preceded by an elabo- 


_ rate, and, as has been admitted by the gentleman 


from New York, an interesting discussion of 
the causes and extent of expenses elsewhere. 
our own being compared with those of oth: 
countries, and particularly with Great Britain. 
Now, the gentleman from New York ar 
raigns the present Administration in a general 
It is the fa uty of 
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e Opposition, when it charges extravagance 
the Administration, to be more particular 
antl the gentleman from New York has been. 
2 after @ gene ral charge is made as he has 
made it, it is the duty of the accuser, when 
ca lescends to particulars, to come to some- 
th ng besides an Item where the expenditure of 
he President’s household has been increased 
fom $300 to $4,000, orif he find nothing more 
koa yrtant than that, it is fitting that he 
pain silent. If the comparison is made 
as he chose to make it, between President 
Buchanan aod the present Executive, it be- 
‘mes him to consider this further fact, that 
Mr. Buchanan increased the national debt 
24,000,000 in a time of profound peace, and, 

. we now should say, with no adequate cause 
, thereby increasing the annual expendi- 
in the payment of 
erest, at the rate at which it ran at that 
“me, between two and three million dollars. 
Sir, there is one fact which stands out prom- 
inently here and betore the country, and, is, 
ik believe, one main reason why to-day the pres- 
ent Administration is popular in the coun- 
ry “ae holds its confidence ; and that is that 
a : aggregate the expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment, its running expenses, including the 
ost of maintaining the military establish- 
souls, the War and the the Navy Departments, 
has been brought down in the five years fol- 
lowing 1866 to a figure, stated in round num- 
bers. of about one hundred and twenty million 
dollars. Now, sir, what were the expend- 
itures during the years from 1855 to 1860, in 
neace; When there was nothing but the ordin- 
ary every-day needs of the Government, be- 
fore prices had been inflated, before everything 
that is bought had leaped up to that high point 
which, as has been truly stated by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations, has 
never come down again? I have not the exact 
figures here, because 1 had no intention of 
rising to address the House when I came in 
this morning, but 1 know generally, without 
pretending to give them exactly, that they 
ged from sixty-five to seventy million dol- 
isin a year. At that time there were raised 
from the people and expended by the Demo- 
cratic administration of James Buchanan be- 
tween sixty-five and seventy million dollars 
per year. And here are we immediately follow- 
ing gy this war, with all the burden of increased 
responsibility, with ali the expansion that has 
uecessarily resulted from flush times, with the 
habit in men’s minds of extravagance, both in 
ema aud in public expenditures, which 
cessarily follows such a period as was that 
f om 1860 to 1866, and yet the expenditure has 
been so well kept in h: and that to- day it is but 
one hundred and twenty million dollars, inelud- 
ing both the Warand Navy Departments. Now, 
, thatisto be reduced. That fizure, low as it 

is, compared with whatit was five years ago, is, 
a8 the chairman of the Committee on Appro- 
priations has said, to be brought still lower. 
ihe rule has been established, and there has 


And al 


for 


re rol the Government, 


vuit 


been ho year since the present Administration | 


came iu during which the expenditure has not 
been cut down, and the Committee on Appro- 
priations by its present report shows that it 
can be still further reduced. ‘The reduction 


is to go on, and I believe the lowest figure may 
perhaps be reached a year or two earlier than 


the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GarrigeD] has | 


stated. But as the expenditure stands to-day, 
how does it compare? Does it present in 


itself anything of the hopeless extravagance || 


which bas been charged by the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Woop?} Coming to the in- 
dividual experience of each of us, | ask what 
man with an establishment to maintain is 
there living to-day who will look back to the 
year 1860 and not find that the expenses of 
his establishment in all regards have been 
iucréased in a larger percentage than the 
expenses of the Government? It has been 
inevitable, 


Mr. BECK. Will the gentleman state to 














| cannot misunderstand. 


i fourt 





| of the amount of the 
| 1t, aS Stated by the gentleman trom New York, 


|| customs duties and of 


| to my recollection the expeuse of ¢ 
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the House what the expenses under Mr. Ba- | 
chanan’s administration were for the War and | 
Navy Departments? 


Mr. HALE. As I have said, | cannot give 
you the details, and it is not important that | 
should do so. What theeor intry looks to is the | 


| whole aggregate. 


Mr. BECK. DolI understand the gentle- 
man to say that the expenses of the War and 
Navy Departments for three years prior to 
1860 amounted to $65,000,000 a year ¢ 

Mr. HALE: Certainly not. | 


Mr. BECK. What did the gentleman say || 
upon that point, then? | 
Mr. HALE. I spoke of the entire expend- 


itures under President Buchanan’s adminis- 
tration, and | hardly see how | can have been 
mistaken. I did not pretend to go into | 
details. I was speaking of the total, and | 
comparing it with the expenses of the present 
Administration. 4 
Mr. BE C K. Was not the total twbppre oprla- | 
tion made to carry on the Government during | 
Mr. Buchanan’s administration some where 
about sixty-five million dollars a year? 
Mr. HALE, I have stated thatalrea: dy and 
have comps ared it with the prese nt expenditures 
of the Government. Thepe ople are 
desirous that the amount sheatd be 


doubtless 


e reduc ed to 


a lower figure if it can be done, and, as I hay 
said, we are going on doingit. But [say there 


is no candid man who will take i 
tion the inevitable needs of any branch of the 
Government who will find that the expenses 
have been swollen since 1860 to a bi igh ar | Olnt | 
relatively than the ¢« .xpense a privaie indi 
vidual during th time. 
Now, the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Woop, ] in arraigning the Administrat ion and 
citing authorities, has been driven into a mis- 
take, not by any figures or statistics compiled 
by competent authority, not by any returns of 
officials, but by a statement made in the report 
of the board which examined the subject of 
change in the civil service of the Government. 
I have great confidence in the gentlemen com- | 
| 


lito considera- 


s of 


same 


posing that board, and great confidence that | 
good will result from their action; but I never | 
heard before that anybody claimed that the \| 
Bt stement, as quoted by the genutieman from 
Ne Ww Yosk. Cau be borne out by luvestigation 
and shown to be true by figures and facis. 
Now, sir, instead of it fourth 
revenue raised to collect 


costing one 


n five and six 
correctly. If 
lreasury Department, 
the collections are made both 
internal 

taxes, which are the two lea ling items 
find there what the expenses 
such a manner and in 


the amount is really 
per cent., if 1 remember 
gentleman looks to the 
where 


only betwee 
the 
of the 
the revenue 
, he will 
are, stated 1 
details that 
It is unfair that such 
sialements as that which he has made 
go before the country. Jt is not true 
h of the revenue collected from the tax 
payers of the country goes to pay the expenses 
of the collection of that revenue. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Asthe gentleman is now 
upon a point where he is liable to be quoted, 
I beg leave to suggest to him according 
llecting 
the public revenue is only about four per cent. 

Mr. HALE. In my desire not to under 
state the percentage | may have stated it too 
high. The statement made by the board to 
investigate the question of civil service reform 
was not that one fourth of the 


such 


shoul I 


Lhat one 


tbat 


revenues are 


spent in collecting them under the present 
Administration, but that this loss to the reve- 
nue of nearly one fourth of taxes as laid is 
the result of the system which has come down 
to us for many years; not originated by th 
tepublican party, but from years far back 
This i is the result of the spols syelem ¢ igin 


ated by the Democratic p 
leader, Andrew Jackson. 
The aggregate expenditures of the Govern- 


rly @n 


ment to-day in all its branches are not exor- 
bitant and not enor mous, aside from the neces- 
sary expenditures resulting from the late war, 
which are undoubtedly tremendous. 


rhe gentleman from New York says he 
wants to come back to the old Democratic 
days, when $100,000,000 or less was collected 


from the pockets of the people in the shape 
of taxation. Will he, in order to do that, 
repudiate the national debt, the interest upon 
which and the reduction of the principal now 
constitute a large item in the present expend- 
itures’? Will he cut off to-day the items of 
pensions and bounties to soldiers that are given 
to the men who saved this country in its hour 
of peril? Will he, in order to come back to 
the standard of expenditure of ancient days, 
cut off these items ? All these general state- 
ments, when analyzed, amount to that—repu- 
diation of the national debt, and a falling away 
from the support of the wounded and helpless 
soldiers. We must pay these large sums; we 
cannot go back from But in 
the rur ning expenses of the Government the 
Inve tig itions of the Committee on App ropri 
ation 13 of last year and the reat = pr of 
the Committee on Appropriations of this year 
show, if they show anything, that the Gavan 
ment to-day is run cheaply, when you consider 
the times, the high prices of everything, and 
the extravagance of habit and tone. 

Mr. Will the gentleman allow 


these burdens. 


RANDALL. 


| me a question? 


Mr. HALE. Certainly. 

Mr. RANDALL. Can the gentleman in- 
form the House what was the amount of reve- 
nue taken from the people during the last 
fiscal year? 

Mr. HALE. 
here who can 
question, 

Mr. RANDALL. I can answer the ques- 
tion myself. The amount so taken from the 
people approached $500,000, 000. Now, we 
arraign you to know what has become of that 
mone y.- 


There are other gentlemen 
more accurately answer that 


Mr. HALE. The gentleman is all wrong ; 
he knows very well that our revenues are de- 
rived from various sourees. Can he tell how 
much is derived from customs ? 

Mr. RANDALL. I do not know the details; 


[ dould like to tell 

not the figures here. 
enue of last year was $ 
tleman 8} 
our 


the gentleman, but I have 
But the aggregate rev- 
500,000,000. ‘The gen- 
of the increased expenditures 
iseholds. Sir, the other day we 
appt propriate d for asingle publie buil ling in 
one of our cities More mone y than it took the 
adminisiration of Mr. Adams to carry on the 
roment for six months. 

{ALE. Did the gentleman and 
associates vote for that bill? 

Mr. RANDALL. Idid not. That is what 
I call the corruption of the majority in giving 
away the public revenue heedlessly and ex- 
travagantiy, wWaen revenues are collected 
from every indus ry of the country. 

Mr. KELLEY. Where does the gentleman 
find that the revenues of last year amounted to 
$500,000, 000 * 

Mr. RANDALL. 
currentiy Statea. I 
D400,000, 000, 


One 


ior hoi 


Ge ve 


Mr. 


his 


our 


That is what I haveseen 
am informed that it was 
and | make that correction ; 
but what | want to know of gentlemen is, what 
have you done with that $400,000,000 ? 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to state that the real 
amount was $884,000,000, 

Mr. WOOD. I desire to answer merely one 
or two questions put to me by the gentleman 
from Maine, [ Mr. HALE, | and I shall not 
letain the Committee of the Whole by attempt 
to go into a full answer, if any was 


ng now vo 


quire d, of the speech of that gentleman. 

He has asked me to enumerate some one 
thing in which the expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment under his party were greater than they 
we nde r the Democratic party In the re- 


mar bs 4 made [referred to and quoted from the 


| record the difference between the contingent 
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expenditures of the President of the United than it is now; and I have stated w 


States now, for which this bill appropriates 


$4,500, and the small sum of $350 which was 
in the sume bill ten years ago for the then 
Pri sident of the United States; and if the 
yentleman is not satisfied with that enumera- 


tion, I will give him another instance. 


(he whole expense of collecting the rev- 


enue derived from foreign imports of the Uni- | 


ted States ten years ago, and under a Demo- 
cratic Administration, were but $3,000,000 a 
year; they are now $9,000,000 a year. And 
when that gentleman and his friends attempt 
to answer me by referring to the percentage 
of the expense of collection, to show that ap- 
parently we are making this collection upon 
un economical basis, | say to him that the 
amount of revenue now collected from that 
source is In exce undoubtedly over what it 
iormerly was, in consequence of the protective 
policy of the Republican party, which has so 
largely increased the duties upon the goods 
imported into the United States. But ten 
years ago, and before that time, we not only 
made that collection at ana roregate expend- 
iture for the whole United States ot $3,000,000, 
but. we had no such condition of things as is 
now exhibited in the port of New York, under 
the present customs regulations of the party 
now in power. We had no such outrageous 
expositions of fraud, of robbery, of wrong- 
doing, of plunder, as are exhibited continually 
to us in the investigations which are now going 
on there. Whena French steamer has arrived 
at the wharf in the port of New York I have 
known a custom-house officer to take the keys 
of the trunks of ladies under the pretense of 
examining their baggage, and under that ples 
he has absolutely stolen their jewelry. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Will the gentleman from 
New York allow me to ask him one question? 

Mr. WOOD. = Yes, sir. 

Mr. KELLOGG. What became of the col- 
lector of the port of New York during the last 
days of Buchanan’s administration? 

Mr. WOOD. What became of him? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Yes, sir; or the post- 
master? 

Mr. WOOD. 
was wrong. 

Mr. KELLOGG, Neither of them? 

Mr. WOOD. No, sir; neither of them. Mr. 
Augustus Schell was the collector of the port of 
New York under 


upright, 


Nothing, that I know of, that 


Mr. Buchanan ; and a more 
honorable, high-toned citizen does not 
live in the United States. I defy the gentle- 
man to say one word in impeachment of Mr. 
Schell’s official or private character. Hermau 
J. Redfield, another esteemed citizen of New 
York, was another collector of that port. 
Under those administrations we had no such 
wrong-doing, no such exposures, no such scan- 
dalous investigations as we are now having. 
Why, sir, | could detain the House for two 
days in individualizing instances which show, 
in comparison with a few years ago, an enorm- 
ous increase in the expenditures of every 
department of the Government. My quota- 
tion from the civil service report did not 
refer to the legitimate cost of collecting the 
revenue; it stated the fact that one fourth 
of the collected was stolen, that it 
never reached the public Treasury, that it 
was taken from the pockets of the people, 
and did not go into the Treasury, but lodged in 
the pockets of the officials of the present 
Administration. That is my reply to the gen- 
tleman from Maine, [Mr. Hate;] and if I had 
time I could go back further into an exposi- 
tion of this question. 
Thanking the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. 
Nipiack] for giving me so much of his time 
I yield the floor to him, 
Mr. KELLOGG. I would like to ask the | 
gentleman a single question before he takes | 


money 














his seat. Cau the gentleman give me the 
amount of revenue collected in L860? 

Mr. WOOD. I will answer the gentleman’s 
question by saying that it was very far less | 











| night. 
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been increased. It is in consequence of the 
legislation of Congress increasing largely the 
duties upon foreign goods. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Was it not less than one 
hundred millions? 

Mr. WOOD. Yes, sir; I believe it was. 

Mr. KELLOGG. The customs collected 
in 1860 were only $53,187,511 87, which the 
gentleman from New York admits it cost 
$3,000,000, or about six per cent., to collect. 
On the other hand, the revenues for last year, 
according to the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, amounted to $206,270,408 05, the 
collection of which cost, not as the gentleman 
states, $9,000,000, but only $6,560,672 61, or 
about three and one tenth per cent. 

Mr. WOOD. It ought to cost no more to 
collect a revenue of $300,000,000 than to col- 
lect a revenue of $100,000,000. The official 
machinery and the various necessary expend- 
itures are the same. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Certainly, it requires more 
officers to collect the larger revenue. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Indiana Mg N1BLackx ] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. NIBLACK. How much time have I 
remaining? 

The CHAIRMAN. Three minutes. 

Mr. NIBLACK. Idonot consider it neces- 


sary, then, to undertake +o make any remarks, 


| as the time is so brief. 


The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House 
general debate is now closed, and the bill will 
be read by paragraphs for amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Department of State: 

Forcompensation of the Secretary of State, $8,000; 
two Assistant Secretaries of State, at $3,500 each; for 
chief clerk, $2,200; ten clerks of class four, additional 
to one clerk of class four as disbursing clerk, nine 
clerks of class three, three clerks of class two, eight 
clerks of class one, one messenger, One assistant 
messenger, nine laborers, and four watchmen; in 
all, $74,520. 

Mr. MONROE. I move to amend the para- 
graph just read so as to increase the compen- 
sation of the chief clerk of the Department of 
State from $2,200 to $2,500; in other words, 
to add $300 per annum to his compensation. 


With the permission of the committee | will | 


state briefly why [ propose this amendment. 
| happen to know that this officer is one of the 


| hardest-worked men inthe city of Washington. 
Now, I observe, sir, that the chief clerk of the | 


War Department has, very properly I doubt 
not, a compensation of $2.500 perannum. | 


see also that the chief clerk of the Treasury | 


Department has a compensation of $2,100 per 
annum, and an additional allowance of $300. 
The same thing is true of the chief clerk of the 
Navy Department. I presume it must have 
been by a mere accident—indeed, I was told 
by gentlemen who had been connected with 


this matter that it was by mere accident—that | 
the chief clerk of the Department of State has | 


received only $2,200 as his annual salary. 


Upon a bill of this kind it would give me the | 
greatest pleasure to accept, in regard to most | 


matters, the judgment of gentlemen who have 
studied these subjects. But this is a matter 
which I happen to know something about. -I 
was for six or seven years in constant com- 
munication with the Department of State; 
and in that way I happened to learn something 
in regard to the arduous labors of the chief 
clerk of that Department. I do not know of 
any man who works so hard for the money he 
gets as that man does. 


country intelligent, honest, and faithful ser- 


vice during all the usual business hours which | 


Christian men generally work, but I know he 
often is obliged to carry his clerical labors into 
the evening and far into the night. Indeed, I 
have information that he sits up sometimes all 
He sat up during the time of the high 
joint commission. He sat up to complete 
the labors which the Department had put upon 


I happen to know that | 
he not only gives to the Department and the | 


hy it has } sions and special embassies are becomin 











oneness 





i 


| Case. 


common I do not think the labors fa 
official are likely to be diminished, . 

I know itto be a simple matter of justic, 
that he should be paid as much as the chies 
clerk of the War Department, the chief clerk 
of the l'reasury Department, or the chief clerk 
of the Navy Department. He works, in my 
opinion, twice as many hours as it has bes, 
decided on certain oceasions recently a labor. 
ing man oughtto work. There is certainly ni 
propriety in paying him less than these oth», 
gentlemen are paid. It is a mere oversigh; 
that he has been paid less. My informatio, 
is that he has to work more hours and harder 
than any other chief clerk. My Proposition 
isto strike out ‘*$2,200,’’ and insert **$2,500," 
so that he may have the same pay as th: 
chief clerks of the War, Treasury, and Nay, 
Departments. ; 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. [have nodouly. 
Mr. Chairman, that ali my colleague says jx 
true in regard to the merits of this clerk, by 
the Committee on Appropriations, so far as 
their services in this matter are concerned, 
felt it to be their duty to follow the law. Wy 
have not, except in one instance, anywhere 
raised the salaries of these officials, and tha; 
one instance, according to the testimony before 
us, showed a case of real hardship whic 
demanded relief. No communication came 
to us from the Secretary of State on this gub- 
ject. Nothing has been laid before the House 
in reference to this officer’s salary. If we 
begin to raise salaries we will find the prece. 
dent a troublesome one. I leave the matter, 
however, to the decision of the House. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to amend the 
amendment by striking out ** four’’ and insert- 
ing ‘*‘five,’’ in order to say a few words on this 
subject. The proposition of the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Monroe] is to give the chief 
clerk of the State Department an addition of 
$300 to his salary, so as to make it equal to 
the salary now paid to the chief clerks of other 
Departments. 

The inequality between the salaries paid to 
these officers must strike every one at once, 
but the fact is that there is no possible chance 
of establishing equality in our public service 
by proposing amendments in each separate 
If it could be done, I should certainly 
support the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio. I have seen the attempt made for many 


| years to correct them in this way, but without 
| success. 


These inequalities have been pointed 
out again and again, and they still remain. 
We have now a special committee on the re- 


| organization of the civil service, and the chair- 


man of that committee, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Keuuey, } [am glad to see, 
is listening to this debate. If the labors of 
that committee result in equalizing salaries so 
that men of reasonable capabilities occupy: 
ing similar positions shall be equally puid, 
one of the evils of our Government will have 
beeu removed. ‘This gross inequality has been 
allowed too long to exist, and I now call the 


| attention of the chairman of the special Com- 


mittee on the Civil Service to it, and ask him 
and his committee to devise a proper remedy. 
It will be, certainly, one of the steps toward 
civil service reform. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I oppose 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ten 


| nessee, and [ do so for the purpose of saying 


that the Committee on the Civil Service were 
charged to investigate and report on the sala- 
ries of clerks of the committees of the House, 
and what committees should have clerks. ‘The 
committee have not been idle in the mean 
time. It was diflicult to find out what labors 
devolve upon each committee, and how much 
fell to the share of the clerks. However, with 
the aid of the Clerk of the House and the 
Journals, and by a conference of the gentle- 
men serving on the committee, we have 
learned a good deal, and I think will be able 


hiw. In these days when joint high commis- ll to report a satisfactory bill. 


1872. 
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| wish to say to the gentleman from Ten- | has really suffered greatly for want of this | mous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
nessee, [Mr. Maynarp, | and the chairman of || slight difference between his own pay and that || 1187) to authorize the establishment of ocean 
ha Committee on Appropriations, (Mr. GAR- of the clerks corresponding to him in other || mail steamship service between the United 
FIELD, ] that they will protect the Treasury, Departments. States and Mexico: which was read a first 
an j prevent the shameful disparity which marks Mr. MAY NARD. [ desire to ask the gen- || and second time, referred to the Committee 
the pay of these clerks, if they will watch, to- || tleman from Ohio whether he is aware how || on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
aed the close of the session, resolutions intro- long this chief clerk has held his office? | DUTIES ON MACHINERY 
duced to authorize clerks to be employed for Mr. MONROE, I do not know. He has }} eee vere 
the Congress, and vote them down when they || held it for a term of years. | Mr. DAWES. he bill (H. R. No, 1062) to 
come into the House. The committee has | Mr. MAYNALD. Hashe had any increase || admit certain machinery imported from foreign 


ascertained, after the clerks have performed all | of salary during the time he has held the office ? | countries tree of duty has been returned from 
their duties, and are about to enjoy the vaca- || Mr. MONROE. [f am not aware. I may || the Senate with amendments. | move that the 
tion, resolutions are introduced which give || state, however, that long before he held the || amendments of the Senate be non-concurred 
them six dollars per day during the vacation || office of chief clerk of the Department he had || in without reading; and I will say that since 
to enable them to travel in foreign lands; so |) been a laborious and faithful officer as chief ] the bill has been passed it has become unne- 
that four of the clerks who had comparatively || clerk of the consular bureau. The fact that || cessary that one section of it should become 
little to do were receiving between four and || the Secretary of State has not called for this || @ law, and therefore I propose to arrange the 
Gye thousand dollars a year, while the clerk || increase has not much weight; for the gen- || matter by a committee of conference. I move 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and the || tleman himself, on whose behalf I have offered || @lso that a committee of conference be ap- 
clerk to the Committee. on Appropriations, || this amendment, told a friend of mine that he Se on the disagreeing votes of the two 
who do more work than any other four clerks, || did not wish him to speak of the matter, so || Houses. ; : 

are limited by law to between twenty-four and |} delicate was he of mentioning his own difficul- | Mr. Dawes’s motion was agreed to. 
twenty-five hundred dollars a year. It is in jj ties in connection with it. My distinguished 
the House the great injustice is done, in slip- || friend from Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] and 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 





ping through those resolutions giving a gra- || the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ke-- || On ee of Mr. ae ine 
tuity of two or three thousand dollars to aclerk || Ley] have suggested that we should defer this || COMSeMt, ‘eave was granter for the withdrawal 
whose whole office has been little else than a || question until the Committee on Civil Service from the files of ~ House of the a oe 
pene Reform make their report. the case of Mrs. Jane Nave, of the Cherokee 

Mr. MAYNARD. I withdraw the amend- | Mr. KELLEY. I beg leave to say that I nation. 
ment. made no such suggestion. IMPROVEMENT OF TENNESSEE RIVER. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. J renew a: 4 Mr. MONROE. Mr. Chairman— ; | ‘The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
have found in many parts of this bill great lhe CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time |} pofore the House a letter from the Secretary 
inequality in the salaries paid to officers for the |} has expired. of War. in anawer toa resolation of the House 
same kind of duty. That is to be regretted; Mr. COX. I move that the committee do of January 11, 1872, in relation to the exam- 
it is manifest injustice; and there are a great now rise. | ination, surveys. and estimates for the im 
many such cases all through the civil service. rhe question was put, and there were—ayes || provement of the Tennessee river; which was 


But I submit to the committee, and to my |} 65, noes 60. 


Ohio. [Mr. M if ar i referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ce said . mR , ‘ 1e 1 2 Was agree i : 
friend from Ohio, [Mr. } ONROE, | that if we So the motion was agreed to ordered to be printed. 
mean to reform we must regauge and rescale he committee accordingly rose; and the 


all the salaries of this bill; buat this is not the |} Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS. 
time nor the place to do it. I shall join with || WHEeLer reported that the Committee of the | 

uy friend most heartily in a bill which will 

readjust and reform the salaries of the civil 
service; but if we begin to do it here it will be | 
a patchwork throughout. I hope, therefore, 


: / The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
Whole on the state of the Union had, accord- |) jaid before the House a letter from the Com- 
ing to order, had under consideration the state || missioner of Patents, transmitting his report 
of the Uniou generally, and particularly the || for the year ending December 31, 1871; which 
bill (H. R. No. 1060,) making appropriations || was referred to the Committee on Patents, and 
the committee will not make the amendment || for the legislative, executive, and judicial ex- || ordered to be printed. 


which my friend has moved. penses of the Government for the year ending 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on; June 30, 1878, and for other purposes, and 
agreeing to the amendment offered by the || bad come to no resolution thereon. 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Monror. ] 

Mr. MONROE. I desire to say a word 
before that question is taken. I believe there 
is an amendment pending, renewed by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GarrieLp,] on 
which [ may speak. If it has been with 
drawn, I renew it. 

Mr. Chairman, I will frankly confess to you 
that the opinions which have been expressed | 
by my distinguished colleagne from Ohio, and 
by the distinguished gentlemen from Tennessee | 
and Pennsylvania, make me feel very diffident 
in regard to my opinion upon this subject. 
Yet, sir, as the opinion which I have expressed 
upon it was notexpressed without considerable 
reflection, and without having formed an opin- 
ion that this discrepancy upon the face of an 
appropriation bill was very gross and very 
glaring, I hope that I shall be excused if I | 
adhere to the opinion which I expressed in | 
regard to this matter. 

My colleague [Mr. GarFieLD] made the 
remark that no increase of salary of this kind | 
had been recommended to the Appropriation 
Committee from the Department of State. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE PATAPSCO RIVER 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, in relation to the improvement 
| of the Patapsco river below the city of Balti 
more; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed, 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, notifying the 
House that that body had passed House bill 
No. 1062, admitting certain machinery im- 
ported from foreign countries free of duty, 
with amendments, in which he was requested | 
to ask the concurrence of the House. 


SENECA INDIANS. 





The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
| laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 


_—._——OoOoe——————— 


| appropriation to pay the interest due to the 
Seneca Indians; which was referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. FOSTER, of Michigan, from the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills, reported that the com- 
mittee had examined and found truly enrolled 
a bill (H. R. No. 1051) to change the times for | 
holding circuit and district courts of the Uni- || 
ted States for the western district of Virginia ; || 

| 





COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS AT OUNALASKA 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre 
PAYMENT OF NATIONAL DEBT. | tary of the Treasury, in relation to a suitable 

Mr. YOUNG. Task unanimous consent to || allowance for the late acting deputy collector 
present the petition of Duff Green in relation || of customs at the port of Ounalaska, Alaska ; 
to the payment of the national debt, for the } which was referred io the Committee on Appro- 
| 


when the Speaker signed the same. 


purpose of having it referred to the Commit- priations, and ordered to be printed. 


tee on Banking and Currency and printed. REMOVAL OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS. 


Mr. DAWES. I object, because the peti- 


Mr. YOUNG. Lask, then, that it be referred 
and not printed. 

Mr. DAWES. That can be done at the 
Clerk’s desk. 


ry’ ’ , r ’ * 
. . » SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent 
, ; . Yes . vs st as well be presented under the The » DY . a 
\ ell, sir, that is not difficult to explain. | nit oe tile Clask*e aan mrt | laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
My distinguished colleague might have added | p uk || tary of the Interior, in relation to the removal 


that the Secretary of State has always been 
exceedingly modest as to making any sugzges- 
tions as to increase of salaries in his Depart- 
ment. ‘he Secretary of State is a gentleman 
of great dignity, of great delicacy of sentiment, 
and of a high sense of honor; and I venture 
to say that if nothing were ever done in the 
way of increasing salaries in that Department 
until the Secretary of State should ask for it, 
we should have to wait for it a great while. It 
was only by accident I happened to find out | 
the necessity for this amendment. The gen- | 
tleman on whose behalf | make this motion 


of the Chippewa Indians tothe reservation pro 
vided for them near White Earth lake; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 





COPYRIGHT BILL. 


+ —-- 


Mr. COX, by unanimous consent, submitted a cn — AGAENOE J. 4. VIAL. 
the following resolution ; which was referred, | The SPEAK Ek also, by unanimous consent, 
under the law, to the Committee on Printing: || laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
Resolved, That five hundred extra copies of the || tary of the Interior, in answer to the resolution 
copyright bill introduced by Mr. Cox be printed | of the House of April 15, 1871, in relation to 
| 


} 
for the use of members of the House. 
MAIL STEAMSHIP SERVICE. | 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York, by unani- 


ooo — 


to the charges of M. M. McCauley against J. A. 
| Viall, superintendent of Indian affairs of Mon- 


} 
| 
| 
' 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. tary of the Interior, transmitting estimate of 


the affidavits filed in his Department in answer 
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tana Territory; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee ou Indian Affairs, and ordered to be || &c., for the Blind. (Presented by J. Maury 
printed. Headly, the blind bard ot Kentucky. ) ; 
CLAIM OF J. K. By Mr. BEVERIDGE: The memorial of 
Fao ; : : Joseph W. Parish & Co., praying relief. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 


By Mr. BRAXTON: The petition of Ma- 
laid before the He ise a letter from ie Sec Fhe 


i 
tary of the Interior, in relation to the « 


CURTIS 


aes a - the grand-daughters of James Barnett, a revo- 
of J. K. Curtis, on account of depredations || | ier 


subionary st 
by the Cheyenne Indians; 


i 


6; whica was referred By Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee: The peti- 
to ihe Committee ou Indian Affairs, and ordered tion of Klijah Russell, praying a pension. 
to be printed, By Mr. DUELL: The petition of William 
Sweet, George W. Harwood, and others, 
nt, || citizens of Syracuse, New York, remonstrating 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre against a change of the existing tariff laws 
tary of War, in relation to the i | abating or abolishing duties upon such articles 
soldiers discharged for disabilitv: which was || as are successfully produced in this country, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, || ond praying the repeal of all duties upon tea, 
and ordered to be printed. coffee, and such other articles of necessity or 
| comfort as cannot be produced in the United 
States. 


SOLDIERS’ BOUNTIES A. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanim 


isconus 


pounties of 


RELIEF OF NAVAL OFFICERS. 


The SPI AKER “ibvU, by ulLanimous consent 


‘|| By Mr. FARNSWORTH: The memorial 
laid before the i e a fetter irom tine c of Augustus Watson, asking compensation for 
ary of the v1 ") ‘ ‘ ‘ : 
tary of the Navy, | Bu00 J inventing envelops. 
lution of the Senate and House of Represen 


By Mr. GARRETT: The memorial of Wil- 
liam Reeder, Nathan Wheeler, John Hop- 
kins, Matilda Young, and 50 others, all of the 


atives for the relief of certain ofticers of the 
Navy; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


| | 3 

| State of Tennessee, asking the payment of 

MISSOUKRL STATE MILITIA | certain claims to them, respectively, which were 

The SPEAKER also. byunanimons consent. || 4 varded them by a board of military officers, 
laid before the Louse a letter froin the Seer: of whieh Colonel H. C. Gilbert, nineteenth 


tary of War, in auswer to a re juest of the 16th Michigan infantry, was president, appointed by 


instant lor a copy ot the pinion ot the s« li- the oliicer com handing that OC} arte nt i “a 
citor of the War Department inthe vear 1864 Lhe purpose of investigating and reporting upou 
respect the subject of the bountvto which 1] ich ¢ nS agail the Goverument of the 
the Missouri State militia were entitled by law ; |} United States. 

: » Ruy V KETCHAM: Ti titi f +} 
which was relerred to the Committee on Mili- j} YY “ST. MAMAN EAM. fhe petiion of ule 
tary Attar ! ed to be printed !! common council of the city of Hudson, New 


York, and a large number of others, citizens 
SALE OF INDIAN RESERVATIONS ‘ ; 


of said city, interested in the navigation of the 
Tin . ; 


SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent. Hudson river, praying Congress to authorize 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre the erection of a light-house near said city. 
itary of the Interior, in relation to the disposi- By Mr. KILLINGER: The memorial of 
tion ol porti ms Ol Indi bh eservalions in the |] numerous ir n-workers and othe rs, citizens { f 


nerthern superinte nade ney: which wasreierr i | sSchuvilkill county, Pennsylvania, against any 


tothe Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered reduction of duties on such articles as are sue- 
to be printed. | cessfully produced in this country, and pray- 
| ing the repeal of all duties on tea, coffee, and 

such other articles of necessity or comfort as 
| cannot be produced in the United States. 


ELECTION CONTES 
The SPEAKER als 


}OWEN VS. DE LARGE 


» laid before the House 


‘ Z } , 
ceriain ape nb reiawon t the . { | i- ’ . . ° . 
a Pees, 28 POOR FO me, Caused Also, the memorialof numerous citizens of 
election case of Bowen vs. De Large, of the || ¢ huylkill ty, Pennsylvania. praying that 
} . ‘ ‘ oC inlt COU! eChnus abia,. “aying thé 
second congre ia istrict of South ( aro- 2 mahys y* mre p J ng ae 


aarti tod na ¥ the internal revenue taxes on the distiliation 
ina, Heh were elerres ) } 


the Committee 


Elect; | of whisky may be more equitably arranged 
o 4 bons. it 4} : soe Fs = a . . ots ee 3 
Mr. CONGER. I move that the House Lhan are HOW 1imMpos d by existing laws. 


|| By Mr. L. MYERS: The petitions of T. 


r. Smith, of West Chester, Pennsylvania, and 
of Frishmuth Brother & Co., Kretschmar, 
Uih & Bueknor, A. RK. Fougeray, Woodward 
Brother & Co., Stewart, Marks, Ralph & Co., 
and others, of Philadelphia, for a uniform tax 
| on manufactured tobacco of sixteen cents a 
pound, 

Also, the petition of Isaae A. Sheppard, 
James C. Horn, and 45 others, workers in the 
| Ixxcelsior Stove and Hollow-Ware Works of 
[ron-Works and of || Philadelphia, asking the adjustment of duties 


now adj urh. 

Che motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
(at three o'clock ar ad tort live minutes p.m.) 
the House a hhourne ! 


PETITIONS, KTC, 

The following peti , &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred tothe appropriate 
committees: 

By Mr. ACKER: The 
workers in the Pottsgrov 
citizens of Pottstown, 


remonstrance of 


Pennsylvania, against a change of the existing 
tariff laws abating or abolishing duties upon 
such articles as are suecessfully produced in 
this country, &e. 

By Mr. ARTHUR: The petition of Homer 
Hudson, Bishop & Brother, H. C. Bruce & Co., By Mr. SEELEY: The petition of citizens 
and numerous others, citizens of Ohio and || of New York, praying a pension to certain 
Kentucky, for a uniform rate of tax on all || soldiers. 


| industry. 

By Mr. PETERS: The petition of William 
Buck, praying compensation for a horse and 
other property destroyed in the service of the 
United States. 








descriptions of manufactured tobacco entering By Mr. SHOEMAKER: The petition of 129 


the market for consumption, at the rate of || citizens of Bedford, Pennsylvania, praying the 
sixteen cents per pound, || passage of House bill No. 660, granting bounty 

By Mr. BECK: The memorial of citizens || land to certain persons engaged in the mili- 
of Lexington and other places in the State of || tary and naval service of the United States 
Kentucky, asking Congress to make an appro- || from and after the 4th day of March, 1861. 
pration of money to the American Printing- || By Mr. UPSON: The petition of Samuel 
House, &e., for the Blind. (Presented by J. || L. Mather and 76 others, citizens of Cleveland, 
Maury Headly, the blind bard of Kentucky. ) 


Ohio, against a change of the existing tariff 
Also, the memorial of Hon. J. B. McCreery, || laws abating or abolishing duties upon such 
Hon. J. 8. Chrisman, and a large number of 


: ‘ | articles as are successfully produced in this 
others, members of the Kentucky Legislature, || country, and for the repeal of the duties on 
asking that Congress will-make an.appropria--|i tea and coffee. 





tion in aid of the American Printing-House, | 


lda Barnett and sisters, asking a pension as | 


Montgomery county, || so as to encourage and defend every home | 








| Company, and 24 others, representatiy 


| to the Committee on the Post Office and P 


———————————————— 
= 


By Mr. WELLS: The petition of F, | 
Ridgley, president of the Union 


Insurance 


PS oF 


insurance companies of St. Louis, Misgoy»; 
that all hay that may be transported on steam. 
boats be baled and securely covered by a 
paulins. , 


POST ROUTE BILLS INTRODUCED. 
The following were introduced and referred 


Roads: 

By Mr. HARPER: A bill to establish pos, 
routes in North Carolina from Old Fort, by 
Crooked Creek, Stone Mountain, Bear Wallow. 


j}and Edneyville, to Hendersonville, North 


Carolina. Also, from Ashville, by Burnsyille 
Bakersville, Boone, and Jefferson, to Sparta, 
North Carolina. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, January 24, 1872. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev, J. P. Newmay, 
D. D. 
ihe Journal of vesterday’s proceedings was 
read and approved. 
IIOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills yesterday received from 
the House of Representatives were severally 
read twice by their titles, and referred as indi. 
cated below: 

The bill (H. R. No. 1180) to extend the 
time for filing claims for additional bounty, 
under the act of July 28, 1866—to the Com. 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1182) to create an addi- 
tional land district in the State of Minnesota— 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1185) to remove disabil- 
ities from certain citizens of South Carolina, 
therein named—to the select Committee on 
the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Che bill (H. R. No. 1187) for the relief of 
Jacob R. Davis, of Richmond county, Geor- 
gia—to the Committee on Claims. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1186) in relation to the 


| embassy from Japan, was read twice by its 


title. 
Mr. COLE. 
I believe. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


That makes an appropriation, 


It does. The 


| bill came from the Committee on Appropria- 


tions inthe House of Representatives, although 


| it would seem to be a matter relating to the 





business of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. COLE. I move that the bill be referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the T'reas- 
ury, communicating, in compliance with a res- 
olution of the Senate of December 14, 1871, 
information in relation to the present condition 
of the life-saving stations on the coasts of New 
Jersey and Long Island; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

He also presented a letter from the Com- 
missioner of Patents, transmitting, in compli- 
ance with law, his annual report for the year 
ending December 31, 1871; which was referred 
to the Committee on Patents. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. POMEROY. I have the honor to pre- 
sent resolutions of the Legislature of the State 
of Kansas, requesting the Senators and mem- 
ber of Congress representing that State to use 
their influence to secure legislation for. the 
extinguishment of the Indian title to the strip 
of land on the southern border of the State 
known as the Cherokee strip. As the bill to 


which these resolutions relate passed the Sen- 
ate..during .the last Congress, and has passed 


1872. 
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also at this Congress, and is now pending in 
‘he House of Representatives, I move that 
:hese resolutions be printed and laid on the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COLE presented the petition of William 
f]. Mead in behalf of his wife, who is the 
daughter and heir, and also for the coheirs 
of James Mitchell, deceased, praying indem- 
nification for spoliations committed by the 
French prior to the year 1801; which was re- 
‘erred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. SHERMAN presented the petition of a | 


large number of soldiers and sailors of the 
State of Ohio, praying the enactment of a law 
forthe equalization of soldiers’ bounties ; which 


was referred to the Committee on Military | 


Affairs. ‘ c 

He also presented a petition in behalf of the 
Cleveland boiler-plate mill and Ohio bridge- 
works, of Cleveland, Ohio, praying the repeal 


of all duties upon tea, coffee, and such other | 
articles of necessity and comfort as can be | 
produced in the United States : and also pray- | 
ing the encouragement of home industry and | 


the interests of the American laborer; which 

was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. EDMUNDS presented two petitions of 

officers and soldiers of Vermont regiments, 


praying for an amendment to the bounty and | 
homestead laws so as to allow them to have | 


patents to lands without settlement ; which 
were referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


Mr. SCOTT presented a memorial of work- | 
ers in the Kensington iron works, and citi- | 
zens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, remonstrat- | 


ing against any change in the existing tariff 


laws abating or abolishing duties upon such | 
articles as are successfully produced in this | 
country; which was referred to the Commit- 


tee on Finance. 
He also presented a memorial of workers in 


the Saucon iron-works, and citizens of Lower | 


Saucon township, Northampton county, Penn- 
sylvania, remonstrating against any change in 
the existing tariff laws abating or abolishing 
duties upon such articles as are successfully 
produced in this country ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 


He also presented a petition of citizens of | 
remonstrating | 
. . . . . | 
against any change in the existing tariff laws | 
which may abate or abolish the duties upon | 


Perry county, Pennsylvania, 


articles successfully produced in the United 


States; which was referred to the Committee | 


on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of workers 
in Wood, Son & Co.’s rolling-mill and tur- 
naces, and citizens of Wheatland, Mercer coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against any 
change in the existing tariff which may abate 
or abolish the duties upon articles successfully 


produced in the United States; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. STOCKTON. 


of Sarah S. Stafford, praying for relief. I 


desire to say that there are reasons which I will | 
give in a single moment why the committee | 


should examine this case promptly. Sarah 8. 


Stafford is the only surviving daughter—she | 


is now over seventy years of age—of Mr. James 


Bayard Stafford, who was on board the Bon | 


Homme Richard in the fight she fought under 
Commodore John Paul Jones with the Eng- 
lish frigate Serapis. He was the man who 
nailed the flag to the mast. The case of this 
lady, now over seventy years of age, has been 
several times before Congress, and the com- 
mittee reported a bill for her relief in 1860. 
A few days ago she came to Washington to 


try and get Congress to look at it again; and | 
yesterday morning while here she received a | 
letter stating that in the recent robbery of the | 
Trenton bank the burglars had taken her box | 
with every dollar she had in the world in it. 


hat is no reason to ask Congress for relief, 
but it is a reason why the committee should 


42p:Cona, 2p Szss.—No. 35. 


I present the petition | 


| examine the case with care and speed. I move 
the reference of the petition to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. OSBORN presented a petition of citi- 
zens of St. Augustine, Florida, asking that 
an appropriation be made to repair Fort 
Marion, and restore it to its former condition 
as when the territory was ceded by Spain to 
the United States; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition from the 
students of the Lincoln University of Penn- 
sylvania, praying the passage of the supple- 
mentary civil rights bill; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

He also presented two petitions of citizens 
of Williamsport, Pennsylvania, praying the 
speedy passage of the bill known as the 
supplementary civil rights bill; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of 


| 
| 
| 
| 





















arrearages of pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present alsoa petition 
signed by citizens of New York, setting forth 
the inadequacy, in their opinion, of the salary 
of the President of the United States, and 
praying that it may be made commensurate 
with the purpose for which it was designed. 
Being somewhat at a loss to know to what 
committee this should go, I suggest its refer- 
ence to the Committee on Privileges and 
Elections. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Or the Commit- 
tee on the Revision of the Laws of the United 
States. 

Mr. CONKLING. I think it had better go 
to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be so 
referred if no other committee be named. 

Mr. LOGAN presented the petition of Wil- 
liam J. Morris, praying the enactment of a 
special act of Congress granting him a pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

He also presented a letter from officers of 
the custom-house of Savannah, Georgia, pray- 
ing for an increase of salary; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petition of 
William Robinson, of Virginia, praying pay- 
ment for provisions furnished the Army in the 
year 1865; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Mr. LEWIS presented the petition of Bal- 
lard S. Humphrey, praying restoration to his 
late rank in the United States Army; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CORBETT. I am directed by the 
Committee on Indian Affairs to report back a 
communication from the Secretary of the 
Interior, relative to a resolution passed by the 
Senate February 18, 1871, calling for a report 
of the claims of the State of Fiorida, or the 
citizens thereof, now on file and unadjusted in 
the Department, in which he communicates 
the fact that there is nothing in the Depart- 
ment relative to these claims. I ask that the 
committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the communication. 

The report was agreed to. 


Mr. CORBETT, from the same committee, 
to whom was referred the petition of H. B. 
Denman, late superintendent of Indian affairs 
for the northern superintendency, praying the 
passage of an act relieving him from the pay- 
ment of certain moneys stolen from him at 
Omaha, Nebraska, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Claims; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. PATTERSON, from the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 





John Wofield, a citizen of New York, asking | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


SSS La 


545 


the bill (S. No. 298) directing the conveyance 
of certain lots of grounds, with the improve- 
ments thereon, for the use of the public schools 
of the city of Washington, reported it without 
amendment. 

He also, from the s.me committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 299) amending 
an act entitled ‘‘An act directing the convey- 
ance of a lot of ground for the use of the pub- 
lie schools of the city of Washington, reported 
it without amendment. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 446) to amend an act entitled “An act to 
protect and establish national cemeteries,”’ 
approved February 22, 1867, reported it with 
an amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 339) for the relief 
of James Belger, reported adversely thereon, 
and moved its indefinite postponement; which 
was agreed to. 

ANN M’CARTHY. 

Mr. WILSON. I am also directed by the 
same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 265) to authorize the payment of 


| bounty to Ann McCarthy, to report it without 





amendment, and, if there be no objection, I 
ask that it be put on its passage. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. It authorizes and directs the 
Second Auditor of the Treasury to issue a 
certificate for a bounty of $100, payable to 
Ann McCarthy, of Boston, Massachusetts, 
in lieu of Treasury certificate No. 309159, 
payable to John McCarthy, father of Ann 


| McCarthy, upon the surrender of the Treasury 


certificate named. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


DUPLICATE CHKCKS. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I reported a bill yester- 


| . . 
day to authorize the payment of duplicate 


checks of disbursing officers. I am now di- 
rected by the Committee on Finance to report 
a substitute for the second section of the bill 
reported yesterday, to meet some objections 
made to it. I do not understand the Senator 
from Vermont [Mr. EpMunps] as objecting 
to the passage of the bill now, and as I am 
urged by oflicers of the Treasury Department, 
I again ask that the bill be considered. 

‘There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 


| eration of the bill (HI. R. No. 1061) to author- 


ize the payment of duplicate checks of dis- 


| bursing officers. 


The amendment now proposed was to strike 
out the second section of the bill, and in lieu 
thereof to insert: 

* Sec. 2. In case the disbursing officer or agent by 
whom such lost, destroyed, or stolen original check 
was issued, be dead, or no longer in the service of 
the United States, it shall be the duty of the proper 
accounting officers, under such regulations as the 


| Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe, tostate an 


account in favor of the owner of such original check 
for the amount thereof, gd to charge such amount 
to the account of such oflicer or agent. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 
The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill was ordered to be read the third 
time. The bill was read the third time, and 
passed. . 


T. J. JOBE. 
Mr. ROBERTSON, 


The select Committee 


on the Removal of Political Disabilities have 


instructed me to report a bill (S. No. 524) 
to correct a clerical error committed in the 
enrollment of an act approved March 7, 1870, 
entitled ‘‘An act to relieve certain persons 
therein named from the lega! and _politival 


| disabilities imposed by the fourteenth amend- 


ment to the Constitution of the United States, 
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and for other purposes,”’ and I ask for its 


immediate consideration. 


The bill was read the first time by its title. | 


Mr. HILL. I wish to submit to the Senate 
that, as the bill itself will indicate on being 
read, it is to carry out legislation which was 
had before, but there was a misnomer. Mr. 
Jobe, the party named in this bill, was in- 
cluded in one of the acts that removed the 
disabilities of a number of persons. He is 
an official in Georgia, and his name was erro 
neously given in the bill, a wrong Christian 
name being assigned to him. It therefore 
did not affect the person meant. This is to 
correct that error, and nothing more. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
read at length, and it will then be subject to 
objection, 


The bill was read the second time, and con- 


sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It | 


provides that the name of 8. J. Jobe, of 


Catoosa county, in the State of Georgia, which | 
appears in the act approved March 7, 1870, | 
and which in the bill that was passed by the | 


Senate and House of Representatives was | 


written ‘'T. J. Jobe,’’ but was in the enrolled 
bill erroneously written ‘‘S. J. Jobe,’’ be cor- 
rected and changed to ‘‘T. J. Jobe.’’ 

Mr. CONKLING. 
committee? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
the Committee on Disabilities. 

Mr. POMEROY. Will itnot be covered by 
the general amnesty bill? 

Mr. HILL. This bill has been passed a 
long time, and the party has been elected to a 


Does this come from a 


It does; from 


county office, but is debarred from exercising | 


its functions by reason of that error. 
The bill was reported to the Senate with- 


out amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a | 


third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed, two thirds voting in the affirmative. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN asked, and by | 


unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 525) making an appropri- 
ation to enable the President of the United 
States to perfect and put in force such rales 


regulating the civil service as may from time | 


to time be adopted by him; which was read 


twice by its title, referred to the Committee | 


on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WINDOM asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


which was read twice by its title, and, with the 
accompanying papers, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Mr. BOREMAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 527) to reimburse United States marshals 
for moneys necessarily expended by them in 
taking the ninth census in excess of the com-" 
pensation allowed them under the law in force 
before the passage of this act ; which was read 
twice by its title, referred tothe Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NYE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introducea bill (S. No. 528) 
to continue in force a grant to the State of 
Nevada for college purposes ; which was read 
twice by its title, referred tothe Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


EXPENDITURES AND DEFALCATIONS. 

Mr. CONKLING. I 

resolution, and ask for its present considera- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 

e requested, if in bis judgment not incompatible 
with the public interest, to furnish the Senate with 
the following information: 





|| press it now. 
|| should not say a word. 


| 
| have been prosecuted; and the reasons of failure in 
any case or class of cases to recover the amounts 
lost or to punish the offenders, together with astate- 
ment of the criminal prosecutions instituted for 
offenses against the revenue laws, and their results; 
the number of officers, agents, ur persons receiving 
pay from the Government in any branch of the pub- 
lic service, civil or military, who have been dis- 
| pensed with, or as to whom the expense has been 
| reduced since March 4, 1869, together with the 
| aggregate of saving thus caused; alsothe same facts 


tions. 


|| By unanimous consent the Senate proceeded 
| to consider the resolution. 

| Mr. COLE. I would suggest an amendment 
to this effect, that the statement give also the 
States in which defalcations in the internal rev- 
enue have taken place and the amount of defal- 
cation in each State. I suppose there is no 
|| objection to that. 

Mr. CONKLING. Not at all, if the Sen- 
ator will put itin form. He will see, however, 
that the resolution necessitates that. It includes 
that, because the particulars are called for, and 
of course the States will appear. 

Mr. COLE. Ido not care about the amend- 
ment if the substance of it is provided for, but 
I did not so understand. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
| ment with pleasure if the Senator will put it 
| in form. 

Mr. COLE. I will look at the resolution. 

Mr. CONKLING. I think it will answer 
the purpose of my friend to insert the words 
| ‘classifying by States.’’ 

Mr. COLE. That will do. 
The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. MORTON. I move that the Senate 
proceed to consider the concurrent resolution 
in relation to final adjournment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the following resolu- 
tion, submitted by Mr. Morron on the 12th 
of December, 1871: 








Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Represent- 
atives concurring,) That each House of Congress 
| shall be adjourned sine die by the Presiding Officer 


o’clock m. 
Mr. MORTON. I desire to make a change 
in that: to put in ‘* Wednesday, the 29th of 


|| May,’’ instead of ‘‘ the third Monday.’’ 
The VICE PRESIDENT. After the reso- | 


Sree ae ee ne ; ‘| lution shall have been taken up the Sena 
No. 526) tor the relief of Ambrose Morrison; || P oe 


i] 


can modify it. It requires unanimous consent 


|| now to do so, as the resolution is not yet 


before the Senate. 
Mr. SUMNER. 
through ? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 


business concluded some few moments since. 


Is the morning business 


It seems to me we ought not to take that up. 
There are Senators absent, who have motions 
pending on that very resolution, who are usu- 
ally in their seats. I hope, therefore, it will not 
be taken up now. The Senator from Illinois 
[Mr. TRuMBULL] has an amendment pending 
on the resolution, and I think the Senator from 
Missouri, [Mr. Scuurz.] They are notin their 
seats. I think the Senator will hardly press 
this in their absence. 

Mr. MORTON. Ihave attempted to call 
up this resolution several times. It has been 
on the table a good while, and the Senate has 





offer the following || had ample notice of it. I think I must ask this 


| morning that we have the sense of the Senate 
| as to whether it shall be taken up. 

| Mr. SUMNER. I hope the Senator will not 
If those Senators were here I 
There is a bill known 


The amount of moneys received and disbursed by || as the Chicago bill, which the Senator from 


the Government since the 4th of March, 1869; the 
amount embezzled or appropriated by unfaithful | 


ofheers or agents; the amounts remaini: harged | 
aguinst internal revenue officers and oth ficials, 


| 
giving the origin, date, and nature of such charges; | 


| Illinois [Mr. Logan] has in charge, and it 
|| seems to me we ought to act on that promptly. 


| I should pore to act on that now rather than 
| take up this resolution. 


[ will accept the amend- | 


thereof on the third Monday of May, 1872, at twelve | 


Mr. SUMNER. The Senate is not full now. | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| the number of defaulters, and how many of them 


|] . a | 
| in respect of the last three preceding Administra- 


I 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sep. 
ator from Indiana yield to the Senator from 
Illinois, who desires, as the Senator from Mas. 
sachusetts states, to call up the bill in regard 
to Chicago? 

Mr. MORTON. I would be very glad ty 
accommodate all the Senators. 

| Mr. SUMNER. If the Senator will wait 
until Senators come in, I shall say nothing 
about it. 
|. Mr. LOGAN. Ido not wish to interfere 
| but I would be very glad if the Senate would 
| by unanimous consent take up the bill which 
| I have had called up two or three times, and 
| act upon it, pass it or dispose of it in some 
way. I hope there will cs no objection to 
| that. 

Mr. SUMNER. There is no need of unani. 
mous consent, the morning business being 
over. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But another motion jg 
pending. 

Mr. MORTON. I will aid the Senator from 
Illinois at any proper time in getting up his 
bill, but I should be glad now to have this 
motion disposed of. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Indiana insists on the motion. 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope the Senator will 
see the propriety of delaying until the Sen. 
ators come into their seats who have amend- 
ments pending which they have moved on this 
resolution. They could not have had any idea 
that this would be brought forward this morn- 
ing, and I think that on that ground he had 
better delay, at least until they comein. When 
they come, I shall have no objection to taking 
up the resolution. 

Mr. CRAGIN. If there is no objection, I 
will take up two or three minutes in present- 
ing a report of a committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is a ques- 
tion pending, and nothing else can be enter- 
tained except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. SHERMAN. As I understand, the mer- 
its of the proposition are not now debatable. 

The VICE PRESIDENT.’ They are not 
debatable on a motion totake up. The ques- 
tion is on the motion of the Senator from In- 
diana, to proceed to the consideration of the 
resolution relative to the day of final adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let us have the yeas and 
nays on the question. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 34, nays 17; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Caldwell, Car- 
penter, Chandler, Clayton, Cole, Conkling. Corbett, 
Cragin, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, 
Frelinghuysen. Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Har- 
lan, Kellogg, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
Vermont, Morton, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, 

amsey, Rice, Robertson, Sawyer, Scott, Vickers, 
West, Wilson, and Wright—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Davis of Kentucky, Davis of West 
Virginia, Fenton, Goldthwaite, Hill, Johnston, Kelly, 
Norwood, Saulsbury, Schurz, Sherman, Stockton, 
Gane, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, and Win- 

om—l7. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Blair, Bore- 
man, Brownlow, Buckingham, Cameron, Casserly, 
Cooper, Ferry of Connecticut, Gilbert, Hamilton 
of Maryland, Hitchcock, Howe, Logan, Nye, Pool, 
Pratt, | Spencer, Sprague, Stevenson, and Stew- 
art—22Z. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
is now before the Senate: There are two 
amendments pending toit. The Senator from 
Indiana gave notice of his desire to modify it 
so as to make the day Wednesday, the 29th of 
May. If there be no objection the resolution 
will beso modified, and it is so modified. The 
Secretary will now report the proposed amend- 
ment and the amendment to the amendment 
in order. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment of Mr. 
Sumyer, which was to add to the resolution 
the following: 

Provided, That there shall be no adjournment of 

ongress until after the passage of a supplementary 


civil rights law securing equality before the law 
without distinction of race or color. 
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The Chief Clerk read the amendment of 
Mr. ScuuRz to the amendment, to add: 





4lso laws that shall provide for a reduction of the | 


aivil service of the United States. 


tariff and internal taxation, and a reform in the | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The first ques- | 


tion is on the amendment to the amend- 


e t. 
wae SHERMAN. Before the discussion 


roceeds on the amendment, I desire to state 
that I shall vote against the entire proposition 


without reference to the two amendments that | 


gre offered. In the first place, this is an ex- 
traordinary resolution, never before within my 
knowledge offered in the Senate at this period 
of time. These resolutions for adjournment 


have always come from the House of Repre- | 
sentatives, where there is a natural impatience | 


to get back among the people, and they have 


always been delayed in the Senate until the | 


measures of the session were perfected and 
ready for passage. ‘Those who have been here 


for the last ten or fifteen years know that the | 


Senate have always insisted that the resolution 


to adjourn finally should be postponed until | 
the business of the Senate was substantially | 
accomplished, and that we should not show an | 


impatience to get away from public duties 


while we have public duties to discharge. | 


That is the ground on which I shall base my 
vote. 

This proceeding is unusual. There is no 
occasion for it. The majority of this body 
can, at any time when they are prepared to 
adjourn, carry a resolution of adjournment. 
The idea that we shall hasten the passage of 


any bill by fixing so long beforehand the | 


period of adjournment, it seems to me, is not 
well founded, unless -the Senate and House 
are governed not by proper motives in the 
conduct of the public business. 

So far as the amendments are concerned, 
offered by the Senator from Massachusetts 
and the Senator from Missouri, I am opposed 
to them. The resolution for adjournment 
ought not to be coupled with conditions, and 


ought not to be passed until Congress is ready | 
to adjourn, and then it ought to provide sim- | 


ply for the mere formality of adjournment. I 
shall therefore vote against the amendments, 


and I shall vote against the resolution until | 
the time arrives when we have passed the | 


necessary appropriation bills and such other 
bills as must be acted upon before the adjourn- 
ment of Congress. 

[ never have knowna resolution of this kind 
to pass before all the leading appropriation 
bills have been passed in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. The majority ought certainly not 
to pass a resolution of this kind. If you fix 
the day of adjournment so as to prevent us 
from acting upon the subject at our pleasure, 
the majority is at the mercy of the minority. 
The minority may combine by factious oppo- 
sition to prevent the passage of the requisite 
measures. I see no occasion for us to depart 
from the usual and well-established mode of 
going along regularly. When the House of 
Representatives have passed the appropriation 
bills they will send us a resolution for adjourn- 
ment, and then we can act upon it. 
anxious to get away from Washington as any 


member of the Senate, but I will not vote for | 


any resolution of this kind until all the appro- 


priation bills are practically beyond danger, | 


and all the necessary measures of legislation 
have been fairly debated and acted upon. 


Mr. COLE. Mr. President, I see no reason | 


why we cannot at this time fix the day of 


adjournment, nor do I see any danger of the | 


failure of the passage of any of the bills that 
are now pending or that may come before us, 


when we fix the time of adjournment some | 


three months ahead of the time of adjourn- 
ment fixed every other year. It gives us a 
lee-way of nearly three months beyond the 4th 


I am as | 
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clearly we can get through the business of the 
session. I only regret that I am compelled 


with others to vote for so long atime as the | 


date fixed in the amendment of the resolution, 
nearly the end of May. Iam of the opinion 


that we can get away even earlier than that | 


without any danger to the regular business of 
the session. 

Mr. CORBETT. I regret that the Senator 
from Indiana has not consented to propose the 
resolution for the adjournment at an earlier 
date. 


todo. We have adjourned on every Thurs- 
day until Monday. Very little business is 
before us, and the business of the country is 
constantly disturbed by anticipated legislation. 
My own impression is that the sooner we 
adjourn the better for the country. The con- 
stant agitation here of various business prop- 
Ositions disturbs the manufacturing and com- 


mercial interests of this country, and the | 


people generally regret when Congress meets, 
and they look forward with anticipations of 
satisfaction to its adjournment. I trust, there- 


fore, that we may take up this resolution, and | 


that some one will offer an amendment to 
adjourn even earlier than the day proposed. 
I myself shall certainly vote for an adjourn- 
ment on at least as early a day as is proposed 
by the Senator from Indiana. 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I think 


the reasons given by my colleague why this | 


resolution should not be passed are conclu- 
sive ; but there are other reasons which ought 
to be noticed. Ifthe Senate means anything 
by the appointment of the investigating com- 
mittee it has set to work, if we are to have 
anything like a reduction of taxes, if we are to 
have anything like civil service reform, this 
resolution ought not to pass; and it will be 
considered, if the resolution does pass, that 
the Senate has determined beforehand that 


the investigation shall stop, that a reduction | 


of taxation shall not take place, and that civil 
service reform shall be buried. That is the 
way in which it will be considered by the 
country. 

But suppose that impression should be erro- 
neous, and that we are to act upon these great 
measures, why should we beforehand restrict 
ourselves in the time necessary to consider 
them? Are they not great subjects? Is not 
the investigation that has been inaugurated 
and is not another investigation proposed in 
the other branch of Congress matters of great 
importance, requiring time and requiring con- 
sideration when the results of those investiga- 
tions shall be laid before the two Houses? Is 
not the reduction of taxation a great subject 
which requires the utmost care and attention 
on the part of Congress? Is it not recom- 
mended in the President’s message, and are 


we not pledged, as it were, to take up that | 


subject and to deal with it in a large and a 
liberal and a careful spirit? And is there 
nothing in civil service reform but an occasion 
to make stump speeches? 

Mr. President, it does seem to me that if 
this Congress does nothing it will be because 
Congress does not want to doanything. It will 
not be for want of subjects for legislation; it 
will not be for want of subjects that demand our 
attention ; but it will simply be because Con- 
gress is determined to do nothing, determined 
to make no reduction of taxation, determined 
to have no civil service reform, determined to 
have no investigation into abuses alleged to 
exist. 

Mr. President, I say that so far from fixing 
any time now, we ought not to think of fixing 
the time now for an adjournment, and I pro- 


test for one against the practice that has pre- | 
vailed too long in this Senate,and too long in the || 


other House, of bringing in the appropriation 


bills at the close of a session, and compelling | 


of March, at which time it appears to me very || every one to vote upon them under whip and 


It must be evident to every member | 
of the Senate that we have had but very little 
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spur without 
them at all. 

In the House of Commons, in the British 
Parliament, and formerly in the Congress of 
the United States, the greatest debates that 
ever took place in either of those bodies, the 
most thorough investigations that ever took 
place, were upon appropriation bills. It was 
when the budget was brought in that the great 
debates took place. It is so to a certain 
extent in the House of Commons this day. 
But now we pass the budget without one word 
of debate or of examination. There is no 
chance to examine it at all; the bill goes right 
through under whip and spur, sometimes upon 
a five-minutes debate, and sometimes with 
even that debate cut off, where it can be done 
by the previous question, and millions and 
| tens of millions of dollars are voted without 
||} one member out of ten knowing anything 
whatsoever of the merits of the appropriation. 
| That is not right. I should like to see a rule 
| of Congress that would require the appropri- 
ation bills to be brought in at an early day in 
the session that the budget might be exam- 
ined, that the merits of the appropriations 
| might be fully understood by members, and 
that they might come forward to advocate or 
to oppose them, as in their judgment they 
deserved support or deserved opposition. 

But when you fix a day for the adjournment 
there is a pretext at once for crowding every 
measure, for curtailing debate, for curtailing 
| investigation, not only in regard to the subjects 
| which we have said shall be investigated, but 
in regard to every bill which shall come before 
Congress. Kverything then is to be done 
under whip and under spur. We all know how 
itis. Whenever a day of adjournment is fixed, 
from that time forward everything is done 
| under whip and spur. If you fix it at this 
sarly day, from this time until that day this 
same unseemly haste will prevail. I for one 
object to it. 

{ do not quite agree with the reasoning of 
my colleague about a minority. He says that, 
a minority may obstruct legislation. It is very 
| true they might; but there is another thing that 
'| the minority is particularly interested in in 
every legislative body, and that is that it shall 
| have a fair opportunity to consider the meas- 
| ures which are proposed by the dominant party 
in the body. That poor privilege at least i: 
ought to have. If it cannot defeat them by its 
votes, it at least ought to have the opportunity 
to examine them fully and to point out what 
in its judgment it considers their defects. And 
for the very same reason that there is freedom 
of debate at all, which is more for the benefit 
| of the minority than the majority, there ought 
not to be that curtailment of time in the con- 
sideration of measures which prevents discas- 
| sion. 
|| 1 therefore hope that this resolution will not 
|| Pass, but that we shall go on as we have hereto- 
'| fore gone on, and when we have reached a 
|| time that we can see what every one must 
|| concede is the close of the session, then we 
|| shall terminate it. 
|| Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. As the Sen- 
| ator from Ohio said yesterday to the Senator 
| 
| 
| 


any opportunity to investigate 











| 
| 


| from Indiana, I suppose we have heard the 
key-note for the Democracy, and that now we 
| shall see them voting in solid phalanx. But, 
Mr. President, the Senator’s assertion that 
the appropriation bills are not considered now 
as thoroughly as formerly, is entirely erro- 
neous. ‘There never has been a time when 
they were not considered in this body without 
any limit or restriction as to debate. They 
are so considered now, and the five-minutes 
debate in the House of Representatives has 
always been called the most interesting debate 
| of that body. In addition to that, within the 
| last two or three years there has been a special 
| committee in each body to examine and scru- 
| tinize every appropriation bill. An additional 
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committee of the House and of the Senate, 


entitled the Committee on Appropriations, 


makes, I undertake to say, a more thorough 


and eritical examination than has been possi- 


ble heretofore by the Committee of Ways and 


Means or by the Finance Committee. 


Now, Mr. President, like the distinguished 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, I vote 


for this measure a8 a business proposition, It 


has been frequently stated by a great number 


of Senators on all sides of the Chamber that 
if a day was fixed we should work up toit. I 
acknowledge that it is an experiment, but | am 
willing to try it, for one, and | do not appre- 
hend the least danger as to any termination of 
this session before all the legitimate business 
of the session shall be thoroughly considered 
and decided upon. If indeed there should be 


n factious purpose on the part ot any party or 


any portion of either body, it can be easily cir- 


cumvented by the President calling usin extra 


session the next day after the adjournment. I 
therefore, for one, am ready to vote for this 
resolution now, believing that all the necessary 
legislation will be gotten through with by the 
time specified, and that we may prevent at least 
some illegitimate legislation. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, it seems 
to me there is unnecessary feeling on the 
part of some members of this body on the 
question of civil service reform. I do not 
think we need be delayed in our adjournment 
on account of civil service reform. Some 
members of this body here present will re- 
member that in 1861, when the Republican 
party Came into power, nearly every employé 
of this Government was a traitor to his Gov 
ernment, and the Republican party went to 
work and reformed it of those traitors and 
putin loyal men, ‘That was a good step in 
civil service reform. 

Then, sir, there are many here present who 
will remember that when Andrew Johnson 
became President of the United States, it was 
very diflicult for him to find an honest man in 
any party who would profess to be a Johnson 
man, and he was almost driven by the neces 
‘ity of the case, if he would have supporters 
of his administration, to take scoundrels, and 
he took them. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
Michigan will please pause at this point. The 
morning hour has expired, and the unfinished 
business of yesterday is before the Senate, being 
the bill (H. R. No. 380) for the removal of 
legal and political disabilities, the pending 
question being on the motion of the Senator 
from South Carolina, [ Mr. Roperrson, | to post- 
pone it and all other orders and to take up 
another amnesty bill, on which the Senator 
from Maine [Mr. Morr] is entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. CONKLING. L hope the Senator from 
Michigan will be allowed to complete his re- 
warks. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
at any other time. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. 


I can finish my remarks 


If no Senator 


claims the floor, the Senator from Michigan can | 


proceed until the regular order is insisted on. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. LI call for the regular 
order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The call for the 
regular order supersedes the questions on which 
the Senator from Michigan was speaking. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I shall have something 
more to say, | give notice, on civil service 
reform. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


be entitled to the floor on this precise amend- 


ment to the amendment when the resolution | 


shall be again resumed by the Senate, being 
the amendment to the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Missouri, which includes 
civil service reform and the subject of taxation. 


The Senator from Maine is now entitled to the 


floor on the unfinished business of yesterday. 


The Senator will | 


1] 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

A message from the House of Represent- 
atives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, an- 
nounced that the House had passed a bill 
(H. R. No. 1016) to promote the development 
of the mining resources of the United States ; 
in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate. 


The message also announced that the House 


had disagreed to the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the bill (H. R. No. 1062) to admit cer- 
tain machinery imported from foreign coun- 
tries free of duty, asked a conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, 


and had appointed Mr. Horace Maynarp of | 


Tennessee, Mr. M. C. Kerr of Indiana, and 

Mr. Lionen A. Suetpon of Louisiana, as 

managers at the conference on its part. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The message further announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed the enrolled 
bill (H. R. No. 1051) to change the times for 
holding circuit and district courts of the Uni- 


ted States for the western district of Virginia; | 


and it was thereupon signed by the Vice Pres- 
| ident. 
IMPORTATION OF MACHINERY. 


On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, the Senate 
| proceeded to consider its amendments to the 
| bill (H. R. No. 1062) to admit certain machin- 
| ery imported from foreign countries free of 
| duty, disagreed to by the House of Represent- 
atives; and 


On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, it was 


Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amend- || 
ments to the said bill, disagreed to by the House of | 


Representatives, and agree to the conference asked 
by the House on the disagreeing votes of the two 


Llouses thereon. 


| Senate be appointed by the Vice President. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED, 
| On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, it was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of Abby 
Snelling Claflin be withdrawn from the files of the 
| Senate and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
Mr. RAMSEY. 


Yesterday a memorial was 


| Ordered, That the conferees on the part of the | 


| presented by the Senator from Nebraska, [Mr. | 
| Tipron,] asking for the establishment of a | 


| post office at a certain place in Platte county, 


| in that State. 


| General, I ask that the committee be dis- 
| charged from its further consideration, and 
| that the memorial be transmitted to the Post- 
master General. 

| The report was agreed to. 

CHICAGO FIRE, 

| Mr. LOGAN. If the Senator from Maine, 
| who is entitled to the floor on the’ regular 
| order, will yield for a moment, I should like to 
ask unanimous consent to lay aside the regular 


| have mentioned so frequently, for the relief 
| of Chicago. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Illinois asks that the pending business be in- 
| formally passed over to take up, subject to a 
| demand for the regular order, the bill for the 
| relief of Chicago. Is there objection? There 
| isnone. Any Senator can demand the regu- 





|| lar order and call up the amnesty bill. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
| resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
|| No. 555) for the relief of sufferers by fire at 
|| Chicago. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I have several amend- 
| ments that I desire to offer to this bill. 


| 
| 





The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 

of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Morri.u] 

| is now pending, being an amendment to the 

amendment reported by the Committee on 
|| Finance. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 


| I will not offer my 
|| amendments now. 


I can make my remarks 


As the law confers the entire | 
| jurisdiction over that matter on the Postmaster | 


| order temporarily until I can call up the bill | 
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on the amendment of the Senator from Vo-. 
mont, as [ shall vote for that amendment, _ 
I presume, Mr. President, that there ig not 
a single member of this body who desires to 
do an injustice either to any community or a; 
individual. As I remarked yesterday, there 
was during the fearful conflagrations of |ag 
fall great suffering in Michigan and in Wiscon. 
sin, and considerable in Minnesota. Whola 
counties were almost depopulated during thoga 
terrible fires. In two counties in Michigan 
sparsely populated, out of seventeen hundred 
houses but seventy-six were left standing. |) 


|| other words, there were sixteen hundred and 


twenty-four houses out of seventeen hundred 
in those two counties destroyed by those fires. 
And in addition to the loss of property, which 
was absolute and complete, those fires traveled 
with the speed almost of a railroad train ; whole 
families and whole villages in some instances 
were depopulated by this devouring element, 
and where the people saved their lives, every 
thing else was destroyed. Families were 
aroused by a roaring sound in the night time, 
had barely time to leave their beds and flee fi 
their lives; and their houses, their barns, their 
crops, their household furniture, their farming 
utensils, their mills, everything was entirely 
destroyed, literally destroyed, even to the live 
animals, horses, cattle, hogs, sheep, and poul- 
try. Everything was destroyed in this frightful 
march of fire. 

And, Mr. President, after these fires had 
ceased raging there were hundreds of individ- 
uals found dead in the woods, who had been 
overtaken and their lives destroyed by this 
devouring element. After the fires we furnished 
such relief as we could instantaneously ; but we 
were obliged to send men and teams through 
the woods hunting up the sufferers and carry: 
ing provisions to save the lives of those suffer. 
ers; and I myself have seen women and chil- 
dren, with their male protectors, left by the 
flames with scarce clothing enough to cover 
their naked limbs, and with nothing to eat. 
Of course these were immediately relieved. 

All the world has been liberal to us, as it has 
been to Chicago. All the world has contrib- 
uted to our sufferers. We have gone on and 
built them buildings, furnished them with farm- 
ing utensils, furnished them with household 
furniture, bought them glass to put in their 
buildings, and have done what we could to 
make this army of sufferers as comfortable as 
it was possible during this inclement winter. 

Now, if you propose a measure of relief to 
Chicago, I want that same measure of relief 
extended tothese other sufferers. It matters not 
whether there are a hundred thousand suffer 
ers in one place and athousand in another; it 
matters not in principle that the hundred thou- 
sand were ioranaia together ; let the same 
benevolent aid be extended to the thousand 
that you extend to the hundred thousand ; and 
if you grant this aid and relief to the sufferers 
in Chicago, grant the same measure of aid and 
relief to the greater sufferers in Michigan and 
Wisconsin. 

Mr. President, there is another point to 
which I wish to call the attention of the Senate, 
for Iam sure, as I said before, that the Sen- 
ate will not willingly doan injustice. All these 
fires in the three States of Wisconsin, Mich- 
igan and Minnesota occurred in the lumber 
regions of those States, and it is lumbermen 
and their employés who have suffered these 
terrific losses. The lumberman purchases first 
his land, then he invests large sums in his 
mills, and then he is obliged to put up a small 
village to accommodate his laborers. These 
villages, some of them containing seven hun- 
dred houses, were utterly destroyed, the mills 
and everything pertaining to them were utterly 
destroyed ; the laborers were scattered. Then, 


| in addition to all that, these lands were devas- 


tated, the life of the pine trees upon them was 
destroyed ; and these lumbermen, having been 
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thus impoverished, and having suffered great 
losses—and I undertake to say that some of 
Ver = . 

our Michigan lumbermen have suffered greater 
josses in dollars and cents than an equal num- 
her of men in the city of Chicago—are com- 


pelled to cut these trees while the life is de- 


stroyed this winter or they will be utterly worth- | 


lessnext. Hence, the lumbermen of Michigan, 
Wisconsin, and Minnesota are this winter com- 
pelled not only to make up these terrific losses, 
but to put a double force in the pine woods in 
order to save the lumber that would otherwise 
be utterly useless next year. 


Now, sir, this measure is striking a direct | 


blow at these men who have actually suffered, 
very many of them certainly, to an equal 
extent with any of the sufferers of Chicago. 
There will be next year, it is estimated, in the 
Siate of Michigan double as much lumber 


necessarily put into the streams as ever was | 


putin there before ; and now what do you pro- 
ose to do? 


ness. 

If this measure is to pass I desire to put on 
“the city of Manistee,’’a city of some thousands 
of inhabitants, that was literally destroyed in 
the pine woods by these fires. I shall move, 
when the proper time comes, that the city of 
Manistee be added to this measure of relief; 
and after that 1 shall move that one or two 


other cities be likewise added to this measure | 


of relief, in order that equal and exact justice 
may be done. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Peshtigo. 

Mr. CHANDLER.  Lleave that to my hon- 
orable friend from Wisconsin. Peshtigo was 
utterly destroyed, a thrifty city of several thou- 
sand inhabitants, and more than seven hun- 
dred of her people lost their lives in an hour. 
In Michigan, whole families who were fleeing 
for their lives would get into a wagon and drive 
with all speed, and after the fire had passed, 
all you would find was the wagon-tires and a 
few bones in the road where they were left. 
lt is beyond human conception. You would 
hear a roar, and like the sirocco this fire would 
pass over the ground, leaving nota living thing, 
and there was never a set of people leit so 
utterly, absolutely, hopelessly destitute as were 
those people in the lumber woods of Wiscon- 
sin and Michigan. 

Mr. CARPENTER. 
support the bill advocated by the Senator from 
Illinois, and [ shall support the amendment 
suggested by the Senator from Michigan. Now, 
the fact is that the personal suffering, in pro- 
portion to the numbers of persons involved, 
was far greater in the States of Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, and Michigan than in the city of 
Chicago. The fire in those States fell upon a 
poorer, an agricultural community, and the 
loss is one which capital cannot immediately 
repair; and if we are to take the matter into 
consideration, as there seems to be a general 
disposition to do in favor of sufferersat Chicago, 
there is certainly no reason why the same 
relief should not be extended to the sufferers 
in these other States. I shali therefore vote 
for this amendment and vote for the bill. 

Mr. LOGAN. I must eonfess, sir, that I 
have been somewhat surprised at the remarks 


made in reference to the amendments which | 


are proposed to this bill, The tendency of 
them would seem to indicate that this bill was 
antagonistic to the interests of Michigan and 
Wisconsin. There certainly can be no antag- 
Onism between the sufferers of Chicago and the 
sufferers elsewhere. Lintroduced this bill early 
in the session, copying it verbatim from two 
bills which were passed for the relief of Port- 
laud, Maine, in 1866. I did not suppose there 
would be any opposition at all to it, either by 
way of amendment or otherwise. A few days 


You do not propose to make up | 
any of the loss of these suffering lumbermen, | 
but you propose to add to their loss by taking || 
off the slight moiety of protection that has | 
heretofore been granted them in their busi- | 


Mr. President, I shall | 


a 


| ago I tried to impress the Senate with the fact— 


whether [ made it clear or not | am not capa- 
ble of determining—that there was a distinction 
between a calamity that was of so extraordin- 
ary a character as to make it national in its 
effects and a calamity which was merely local, 
which was not in any way national in its effects ; 


| @ calamity that disturbs the lines of communi- 








| 
} 
| 
| 
| 





cation, a calamity that cuts off the resources 
and supplies of a great community, that inter- 


affairs or the welfare of the country, becomes 
a national calamity. But that calamity which 
is the destruction of a small town, village, mill, 
or house, no matter of what extent, is local in 
its character, because it does not disturb the 
commercial communications, the commercial 
relations of the country, and does notaffect the 
nation, but affects merely a locality. I tried 
at least to draw that distinction and make it 
clear. 

So far as the demands of humanity are con- 


| cerned, they apply equally to the small suf- 


ferer as they do to the large sufferer; and so 


far as sympathy is concerned it goes out from | 
the bosom of humanity toward those people || 


who suffered in Wisconsin, in Peshtigo, and 


| the places in Michigan, the same as it does 
toward the sufferers at Chicago; but there is | 
a wide difference, so far as the effect upon the | 
nation is concerned, between a national calam- | 


ity and a local calamity. 

I am perfectly willing to advocate any prop 
osition that my friend from Wisconsin may 
offer to the Senate in behalf of the sufferers 


ot Wisconsin; and so with the sufferers of | 


Michigan; but I must say to these Senators 
that if the principle of this bill is applicable 
to the sufferers in their States, it would be 
certainly very easy for them to have offered a 
bill of relief for their constituents, without in a 
manner seeming to antagonize the bill that I 


have offered for the benetit of my constituents. | 


The argument of the Senator from Michigan 
isofatwofold character. First, he sympathizes 


| greatly with the sufferers of Michigan; also 


with the sufferers of Chicago ; but at the same 


| time he argues that the passage of this bill will 


have an effect deleterious upon some of his 
constituents. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 

Mr. LOGAN. Yes, sir, your constituents 
were sufferers. Now, if this bill affects them 
injuriously, then certainly he is not for it. If 
the effect of this bill is to injure the sufferers 
of Michigan, the Senator from Michigan is not 
for it. Hence, the proposition to amend it from 
him comes not from its friend but from its 
enemy. This bill, as a general proposition, 
applies to building materials for the restora- 
tion of the burnt district of Chicago. Some 


Sufferers. 


Senators desire to specify the materials. Why, | 


sir, there are none of us here who can specily 
all the different articles that compose building 
materials; and if we attempted to do it we 
might leave out the most important items. 
The passage of this bill will have this effect: 
it will prevent combinations to put up the 
prices of brick and other articles which are 
necessary in the rebuilding of the burnt district 
of Chicago. 

I discussed this measure as well as I could a 
few days ago, and I do not desire to detain the 
Senate now. 1 presume, however, it was not 
of sufficient importance to Senators to read 
my argument, and there were certainly not very 
many in attendance to hear it. Iwas not com- 
plimented so highly as some other Senators 
have been in having the attention of the Sen- 
ate at that time. Hence, I presume that they 


have not investigated this case as thoroughly | 


as I have done. Now, I would say to the 


Senator from Michigan, and the Senator from | 


Wisconsin, that if they should introduce a bill 
in favor of their constituents who are sufferers, 


if they are scattered all over the country, I | 
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be applicable to them, but if there are towns 
or places in those States where these materials 
can be imported for rebuilding, | should have 
no objection to providing for them, and J would 
support it. But if they come in a manner 
evincing a disposition to antagonize this bill, I 
certainly desire that it may either be voted up 
or down on its own merits, and let this pass as 


| it is unless some amendment absolutely neces - 


| sary to perfect it shall be proposed. 
feres with the moving along of governmental || 


} ( L will 
vote for the bill of the Senator from Michigan 
if he will introduce it; | will vote for the bill 


| of the Senator from Wisconsin if he will intro- 


duce one as a separate measure, but the idea 


| brought out by the argument of the Senator 


| because he must 














| price for lumber. 
| ator from Michigan say ? 





| from Michigan is that taking off the duties from 


articles used in building houses in Chicago 
within twelve months from the passage of this 
bill will affect, whom? Affect the lumbermen 
of Michigan. 

I am sorry if this is the spirit in which is to 
be met the appeal of one hundred and ten 
thousand people of a great city that has been 
reduced to ashes, so that men who were worth 
millions are to-day penniless. They ask to 
have a bill passed that will prevent combin- 
ations to extort high prices from them for 
building materials in that city to reinstate it 
in its original shape and condition. I should 
be very sorry if there were a man in this 
country who, at the time he extends his hand 
to do a just and proper act for the benefit of 
such a locality, turns around and say, ‘ This 
may possibly affect some man in my district, 
cut down a tree this winter 
that was scorched by the flames during the 
summer !’’ 

Sir, a more magnanimous spirit actuated 
the colleague of the Senator from Michigan 
when this disaster fell upon Chicago. The 


| Senator’s colleague [Mr. erry] was in Chi 


cago at the time of the fire. He is a great 
lumber dealer there. He and his company 
own one of the largest lumber-yards in th: 
city of Chicago. How was he actuated to 
perform his duty toward the distressed and 
suffering of that city? When the lumber mer- 
chants met together, and it was proposed that 
they should act generously toward the peopie. 
what was the first proposition? That lumber 
be advanced four dollars per thousand at once, 
so that the sufferers should have to pay four 
dollars a thousand in advance of the previous 
What did the young Sen- 
He said, ** No, gen- 
tlemen; my lumber shall not be increased 
one cent; I will sell at the original price.’’ 
And he was the only man who stood there and 
offered to sell bis lumber to the sufferers at 
the price he usually sold it at ; but the argument 
of the Senator from Michigan [ Mr. CHanp- 
LER} would justify adding four dollars to the 
usual price of lumber in Chicago and making 
the people pay it. For what purpose? For 
the purpose of benefiting a few of bis con 
stituents at the sacrifice of my constituency. 
Is that generous? Isthat magnanimity? dir, 
| would perform no such act toward the Sen- 
ator’s constituents. Let him introduce his 
bill for the reduction of taxes, or any other 
relief for the sufferers in his State, and | will 
never ask a question whether some constitu- 
ent of mine will have the ninetieth part of 
one per cent. to pay in the way of taxes. | 
will ask no such question. 

Sir, | ask of the Senate that this bill may 
stand or fall on its own merits. We ask in 
round terms that the duty be taken off all 
building materials to be absolutely used in 
buildings within twelve months from the pas- 
sage of this bill, confined within the burnt 
district of Chicago, to be used not outside but 
inside that district, that to-day is lined by the 
blackness of the remains of the fire. That is 
all we ask—nothing more and nothing less, 
The attempt of gentlemen here to desiguate 


presume a bill of this character would not well.j| the particular articles, stone, lime, &e., off 
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which the duty shall be taken, may result in 
leaving out some material thing that may be 
”AS important AS any. We want it for all build- 
ing materials, so that combinations in reference 
to brick, in reference to lumber, in reterence 
to lime, in reference to cement, paint, and 
everything that goes into the materials that 
constt ict a house shall not be able to impose 
upon these people extravagant and extortion- 
ate prices. That is the object, and nothing 
[ do not expect much materials to be 
imported duty-free under this bill; that is not 
the expectation ; 


more. 


but in the case of men who are 
able to build a block of buildings in Chicago, 
if the prices of materials are put up to such a 
rate that they cannot afford to pay, then they 
will be compelled to import from abroad, and 
they will do it; but if this bill has the effect 
to keep prices at their level, as they have 
been kept, at which a fair profit has been 
made and men have become rich from the 
aale of these materials in Chicago, our build- 
ers ure willing to pay these prices, and if you 
pass this bill they will have no more to pay. 
(hat is the object and the only object there is 
in it. The amount that will be imported will 
be very limited, in my opinion. The amount 
of revenues lost to the Government will be 
very small, if we may judge from the expe- 
rience of Portland, a port that received im- 
portations. ‘There the amount did not reach 
$22,000 in all. If we take that as a guide in 
estimating the importations that will go into 
other cities suffering a like calamity, we shall 
find that the importations will not be of sucha 
character as to seriously affect the Treasury of 
the United States, or injure individuals either. 
It will not affect the men who are manufactur 
ing these articles to any considerable extent, 
if they will sell their articles at reasonable 


prices, the same as they have been heretofore | 


sold to these people. 

Sir, I hope that the Senate will come to a 
direct vote on this bill. I have heretofore 
alluded to the precedent of the Portland case 
and to the appropriations Congress has made 
heretofore to sufferers in foreign lands as well 
as our own, because time and again we have 
extended the hand of liberality to foreign 
nations when suffering, not such calamities as 
this great city has suffered, but much less. 
Now, if these precedents are not suflicient to 
guide and govern you in doing an act of justice, 
an act of right, an act proper in every respect, 
vote the bill down and say that this question 
shall not again arise in Congress; but if these 
precedents are sufficient to justify you vote for 
the bill as it has been reported by the com- 
mittee without the amendments designating 
articles, then pass it and thereby do what is 
designed to be a benefitto these people; other- 
wise you will do that which will effect but an 
injury. m 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. 
this question, but to quietly cast my vote in 
favor of the bill which the Senator trom Illi- 
nois has submitted for the action of the Sen- 
ate. During the debate, however, facts have 
been stated and positions assumed which would 
place me in an improper light, not only before 
my State, but before the nation, unless | stated 
precisely how | stand on this question. 

Michigan thanks the Senator from Illinois 
for his tribute to her conduct upon that ocea- 
sion. I return the tendered compliment by 
stating to the Senator from Illinois that I share 
largely in the interest which he has manifested 
for his constituents, and listened with satisfac- 
tion to his vivid portrayal in his well-consid- 
ered remarks submitted upon his biil in behalf 
of relief for the city of Chicago. I believe, as 
he stated, that Michigan showed her sympathy 
substantially on thatoceasion. I desire, how- 
ever, while receiving this tribute for doing her 
duty, to state in this connection that as soon 
as that proposition was made by Michigan, in 


| 
} 
| 
j 


| ative of Michigan. 
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the form of an amended resolution, and that 
resolution adopted at the public meeting held 
at Chicago, to which the Senator has justly 
referred, it was faithfully abided by on the 
part of that representative of Michigan while 


it was actually repudiated by most of the deal- 
ers of Chicago. I ask the Senator to explain 
why, upon a proposition tendered by Michigan 


for the benefit of Chicago, those citizens of Chi- 


cago should thus have repudiated a resolution | 


formally adopted by them in a mass meeting. 


I state this not to reflect specially upon the | 


proposition now before the Senate, nor toantag- 
onize the object of the Senator who represents 
that city, but to vindicate the proposition pre- 


sented on that occasion by Michigan, which | 


would have afforded more substantial benefit 
to the city of Chicago than the measure which 
the Senator now advocates. 

I desire also to state that the plan presented 
in the bill before us does not commend itself 
to my judgment. I, however, admit that my 

| sympathies override my judgment. Taking 
the precedent established in the case of Port- 
land, and recognizing the national character 
| of Chicago, | preferred quietly to vote fer this 
| bill which receives my hearty codperation. 
| My choice was to vote upon it without any 
other amendment; this, too, in the face of 
the loss of a city near my own residence, that 
| of Holland, almost totally destroyed, and 
| also in the face of the partial loss of the city 
of Manistee, to which my colleague has alluded, 
nearly one third of which was destroyed. Con- 
curring fully with the opinion stated by my col- 
league that more suffering, compared to persons 
and property, was relatively endured by those 
two cities than by Chicago, large and central 
as sheis; yet from the fact that Chicago stands 
prominently as one of the great commercial 
centers of the nation, Il looked upon the pro- 
ject for the relief of that city differently from 
what I did upon such relief for other towns 
and cities not so central or so important to 
the national interests. 


But, sir, since the proposition has been 


made by my colleague, and the intimation | 


thrown out by the Senator from [Illinois that 
Michigan should take care of her own interests, 


and that they were not in the keeping of other | 


Senators, it became my duty no longer to be 
silent, but to state here that I shall now offer 
an amendment coveringin the proposed relief 
the city of Holland, as well as Manistee, Sag 
| inaw, and other adjoining places. 
Mr. LOGAN. Will the gentleman allow 
_me to interrupt him? 
Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. 
Mr. LOGAN. 


Certainly. 
If [ made any intimation 


| that Michigan should take care of herself, I 
| have no recollection of it. 


[ said that I should 
vote for any bill the gentleman offered for the 


| relief of the citizens of Michigan. 
It was not my |! 
intention, Mr. President, to utter a word on | 


Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. I respond to 


| the Senator by quoting his words: ‘It is not 


my business to attend to Michigan 
Mr. LOGAN. It was yesterday in response 
to the gentleman’s colleague that I said that, 


| and I repeat it, but I did not say it in any 


offensive manner, I am sure. I said that I[ 
was not responsible for Michigan not having a 
bill here, inasmuch as I was not the represent- 
That was not saying that 
I do not sympathize with their sufferings. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. I alluded to 
his inference, by his remark, that Michigan 


| should take care of her own interests. The 
Senator from Illinois will understand me as | 
not by this antagonizing his efforts in behalf of | 





the city he represents affected by this fire, and 
the Senator knows too well how interested I 
have been in the project which he has submit 
ted for the action of the Senate. The Sen- 
ator has well stated that I was a witness of 
the Chicago fire, I might say a fugitive from 
the tornado of flame, and | owe in measure 
my escape to one of the tunnels of the city, a 
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monument of the enterprise and skill of the 
| citizens of that city, and I should be reere. 
| ant to my duty and my obligations if I did not 
| support the bill which he proposes; but when 
| itis here stated on the floor of the Senate that 
|| this should override and supersede all othe; 
|| interests, and that we, representing other 
|| places which have suffered proportionally to 
|| lives and property represented equally ag 
much as the city of Chicago, it became my 
|| imperative duty to rise in 


my place and 
announce to the Senate that I should also offer 
an amendment in behalf of the cities and see. 
tions of my State which had also suffered jy 
fire. : 

It was not my purpose to occupy much time 
on this subject, but before taking my seat | 
must be allowed to allude to a feature of this 
case, referred to by my colleague. When | 
reflect that the citizens of Michigan met this 
question practically upon the spot by propos- 
ing to the citizens of Chicago that the amount 
of material then on hand should furnish at 
least fifty millions of lumber to the citizens of 
Chicago at prices prior to the fire, thus show. 
ing practical sympathy in behalf of the citj- 
zens of Chicago who had suffered by that fire, 
[ must say it comes with an ill grace from the 
Senator to intimate that I entertain hostility 
| to measures of relief. He knows I have no 
unkind feeling for him or his cause, because. 
| as I said before, I support his measure, and 

he ought not to taunt us with the suggestion 
that the State of Michigan is more desirous of 
protecting her material interests than of show- 
ing her substantial sympathy to the city thus 
smitten. 

Mr. President, it is well known, and the 
Senator from Illinois has stated it in his re. 
marks, if not to-day at least on a previous 
occasion, that the material for rebuilding the 
city will be composed largely of stone, brick, 
and lumber. He also stated that while this 
measure would not affect the price of stone, it 
|| mightindirectly affect the price of brick. How? 
Because some of the citizens of Chicago, fo! 
lowing the disaster of the fire, and upon the 
|| very threshold of the destruction, laid their 
|| plans by which to control the material of brick 
and raise it to an exorbitant price, and the Sen- 
|| ator has justly attempted in his measure, and 

he should be commended for the course he has 
| taken, to prevent that rise in brick. If the 
|| proposition to neutralize the effect of high rates 
upon brick is worthy of this mode of consider- 
ation, it might have been equally applicable to 
lumber had the citizens of Chicago succeeded 
in materially raising the price of lumber. The 
attempt was made to raise the price by 
| citizens of Chicago. Michigan stepped in and 
| thwarted that rise, and should she be burdened 
for her magnanimity? How does this meas- 
ure affect the State of Michigan? It is well 
known to Senators in this Chamber that Mich- 
igan is the largest producing State in this 
Union of the article of lumber. It is also 
well known that Chicago is the greatest lumber 
| mart in the world. Michigan contributes to 
this market more than any other State. The 
project in the bill presented by the Senator 
trom Illinois proposes to reduce indirectly the 
price of lumber. That necessarily affects the 
citizens of the State which I have the honor 
in part to represent. Is it strange, therefore, 
that my colleague should rise in his seat here 
in defense of the interests of Michigan? In 
other words, it is proposed by the bill in effect 
to compel Michigan, largely a supplier of lum- 
ber, to contribute more largely for the relief 
of the sufferers at Chicago than any other 
State of the Union. Is this equitable? Is it 











just to a State foremost in the generosities of 
magnanimous aid ? 





Had I the control of this bill, or the man- 
agement of its complexion, I should have pro- 
posed that from the Treasury of the Unitea 
States an aggregation should be made in dol- 
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lars for relief based upon the amount remitted 
to Portland, taking into consideration differ- 
ence of extent and value of loss of the two 
cities; then by the equality of your revenue, 
derived as it 1s from the resources of the sev- 
eral States equitably distributed, you would 
have every State contribute its fair proportion 
to this great national calamity. As | intimated 
‘n the opening of my remarks, | waited silently 
for a vote, to see whether this Congress would 
confirm the ponpenee in the case of the city 
of Portland by its action toward Chicago, and 
thereby affirm a rule, when it was my purpose 
to move for similar relief for all other places 
that have likewise suffered by fire. I pre- 
ferred to rest and let the bill take its course, 
and that would be my choice now; and I shall 
hesitate to offer an amendment covering other 
laces, unless 1 am compelled to do so by ob- 
serving that the Senate propose to conclude 
their action on this bill without affording 
relief to any Other suffering portion of our 
country. 

Mr. President, I wish the Senator from IIli- 
nois to understand that I shall support his bill. 
He ought to know that. He has alluded to 
the substantial evidence of sympathy which 
my State has given to Chicago through its 
representative; therefore he must not suppose | 
(and I listened with sorrow to the remark) that 
any Observations upon this bill is antagonism 
to it. I disclaim it. I am not inimical to it, 
but I want the proposition to stand fairly upon 
its merits, and the relief intended equitably 
distributed. I want the Senate to establish a 
rule now that will control all cases hereafter 
of a like character, whether they be central 
to the nation, national in their importance, or 
measurably local in their interest. 

Atthe proper time, as stated, I shall pro- 
on to include other places in Michigan, and 

doubt not the Senator from Wisconsin will 
offer an amendment providing for Peshtigo, | 
for I believe that Peshtigo needs aid relatively 
more than any other locality that has suffered 
by these fires, Chicago not excepted. The 
papers stated that the peoplethere were driven 
out to the country, flying over plowed land 
to escape from the fire, and, throwing them- 
selves into fresh furrows, were literally burned 
up in those furrows. Others seeking the water | 
were burned to death with their heads just 
above the surface; while at Chicago the loss 
of life was small compared with the immense 
loss of property. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Presi- 
dent, the Senator from Illinois alluded to the 
speech he made on a former occasion, and 
















rather complained that it was not listened to. 
So far as 1 am concerned, he should make an 
exception, for I did listen to his interesting 
and eloquent speech, as he always makes elo- 
quent speeches. But, sir, I proposed the 
amendment which I have done, not for the 
purpose of retarding the bill, but for the pur- 
pose of pecrecune it, and I think it should 
commend itself to both the Senators from the 
State of Illinois, for there are no members 
here who are more vigilant scrutinizers of any- 
thing that touches the Treasury than the Sen- 
ators from Illinois. 

It must be admitted that this legislation is 
entirely exceptional; and unless the case of 
Portland forms a precedent, there is no pre- 
cedent on the statute-book. When the great 
fire occurred at New York, it was even refused, 

believe, to remit the duties upon goods that 
were burned up. 

Now, sir, in order to perfect the amendment 
proposed by me, and to include all the substan- 
al articles that are used in building, I pro- 
pose to add at the end of the amendment 
already offered ‘‘ glass, linseed oil, and white 
lead.” 

_ It must be obvious that there are a thousand 
little, inconsiderable articles that are used in 
building which it would be no substantial re- 





lief to have exempted from duty or to have a || proper number of rascals; Michigan mav 
drawback upon. If we grasp all of the great || have, but I presume has not. 
articles that count in the expense of building, || What I desire to say, however, is this: I 
we shall accomplish the entire purpose ; and || attempted to compliment my friend on my 
if we are to establish a precedent by this bill, || right, [Mr. Ferry, of Michigan,] and tried to 
as seems probable, for there are already three || do so. I thought he deserved it on account 
or four additional amendments to be offered, || of his action during the fire at Chicago, or very 
certainly we should establish one that we || soon afterward; but he seemed not to take it 
should be willing to ebide by. L appeal, there- || as such, but rather desired to impugn some- 
fore, to the Senator from Illinois not to find || thing I had said or some feeling I had toward 
any fault or to object to the amendment which || him. I have none, sir; nor did I say anything 
L propose. derogatory to the State of Michigan. [ sai! 
Mr. ROBERTSON. I rise toa question of || that [ was very sorry to see that any individ- 
order. I call for the regular order. || ual who had so much sympathy for his own 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Carren- || constituents where one man was affected would 
TER in the chair.) ‘The regular order being || withdraw that sympathy froma great commun- 
called for, the Senate resumes the considera- || ity suffering under an unparalleled calamity. 
tion of the amnesty bill so called, the pending || I said that, and the language of the Senator 
question being on the motion of the Senator || [Mr. CuanpLer] justified me in saying it. 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Rospertson,] to || His reference to Chicago rascals | under- 
postpone the further consideration of the bill || stand to mean this: his colleague stated that 
and to proceed to the consideration of House || at the time the proposition was made to keep 
bill No. 1050, on which the yeas and nays || lumber at the price prior to the fire the citi- 
have been ordered. zens of Chicago repudiated the resolution. 
Mr. LOGAN. On the postponement of || That iswhatis referred to, | presume. That is 
which bill have the yeas and nays been || true; and that is the very thing we are trying 
ordered? to provide against by this bill. The Chicago 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. On the || lumbermen did repudiate that resolution and 
postponement of the bill now under con- || raise the price of their lumber; but the Michi- 
sideration. gan lumbermen refused to do it. That is the 
Mr. LOGAN. Thatis, totake upthe amnesty || way I understand it. I tried to compliment 
bill? the Senator from Michigan | Mr. Ferry] for 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. To take up || that; but he did not seem to receive it as a 
the amnesty bill which has come recently from || compliment. This very bill isas much against 
the House of Representatives. our own citizens as anybody else. Itis to pre- 
Mr. LOGAN. Imoveto postpone all other || vent them from doing the very thing some of 
orders until the bill that is now before the || them did do. Thatisthe explanation. Itis not 
Senate, or which was under consideration a || because the people of Chicago are more honest 








moment ago, shall be disposed of by the Sen- || than other people, but because we want to put 
ate ; and | ask for a vote of the Senate on that |} such restraints by law as will at least have the 
motion. || effect of preventing them from doing to other 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair || citizens who have suffered that which they 
understands that the Senator from Illinois can || ought not to do. ‘That is the principle, and 
move a division of the question now before || that is the reason for the measure. [| have no 
the Senate, and if this bill shall be postponad, || defense to make of the lumber merchants of 
he can then move to proceed to the considera- || Chicago. If the gentleman has, he is welcome 
tion of the bill indicated by him. to it, and will have the opportunity. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iwas in hopes that the Sen- || Mr. CHANDLER. 1 am much obliged to 
ator from South Carolina would allow this bill || the Senator for his interruption and explana- 
to be proceeded with until we got through with || tion. Perhaps | was a little harsh upon those 
it. It will not take much longer. I shall ask || who would take advantage of such a calamity 
for a division of the question, as suggested by || to raise the price of lumber four dollars a 
the Chair. thousand, but I could not think of any other 

Mr. SUMNER. I suggest to the Senator |} term that would express the idea that I wished 
from South Carolina that he allow the pend- || to convey, and I cannot now, 
ing bill to be passed over informally that this |} Mr. LOGAN. You are entitled to use such 
Chicago question may be disposed of. It || language as suits your taste. 
seems to me we ought not to be calling it up Mr. CHANDLER. That was the only lan- 
day by day. It was called up the other day; || guage to express my idea. Now, it seems 
now again to-day. Let us finish it. | from the Senator’s own statement that men in 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I will give an hour’s || Chicago decided to raise the price of lumber 
time, if it can be disposed of within that || four dollars a thousand instantly after the fire, 
time. and that Michigan lumbermen repudiated the 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator ||} proposition and prevented it from being done ; 
from South Carolina consents to the passing || and yet the Senator by imputation and in fact 
over informally of the pending bill for one || held the lumbermen of Michigan responsible 
hour. || for this action which they themselves had 

Mr. LOGAN. One hour will suit me if || repudiated and prevented. 
other gentlemen do not take up that hour. Mr. LOGAN. I hope the Senator has no 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the || disposition to misrepresent what I said. 
bill (H. R. No. 555) for the relief of sufferers Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly not. 
by fire at Chicago is still before the Senate as || Mr. LOGAN. If the Senator has no desire 
in Committee of the Whole. to misrepresent me, his mind must be wander- 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I can- || ing. Istated no such thing as has been uttered 
not see and do not understand why Mich- || by him, nor did I approach it in any sentence 
igan should be held responsible for Chicago || that I uttered. I did not even say or intimate 
rascals. Perhaps the Senator from Illinois || that the lumber merchants of Michigan had 
will explain. put up the price of lumber ; but I did say that 

Mr. LOGAN. I will explain, if the gentle- || the main lumber merchants there had put 
man will allow me. The Senator from Michi- || down the price of lumber; just the contrary 
gan, in a very pleasing manner, asks me to || of what the gentleman states. It would 
explain why Michigan should be held respon- || seem as though the gentleman had a great 
sible for Chicago rascals. Ido not want to use | facility for misunderstanding what other gen- 
that kind of language toward any person in || tlemen say. 

Chicago, nor will I teed to thai kind of | Mr. CHANDLER. I beg the Senator’s par- 
description of persons in the State represented || don. The Senator says he desired to prevent 
by the gentleman. Chicago perhaps has its \| this very thing. If that is not by imputation 
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presume, produced of fine lumber. 

Mr. LOGAN. No, sir. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Is it not? Then I stand 
corrected. Weexporteda larger amountthan 


to Chicago goes from Michigan. 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CHANDLER. But you say the intent 
and object was todo, what? ‘To prevent these 
very Michigan men, as 
furnish the lumber, from doing what you said 
your men had resolved to do. Am I right or 
wrong? 

Mr. LOGAN. 
will correct you. I will restate my position. 
[ said that the effect of this bill was not as 


merchants of Chicago, the men who them 
know whether they are gentlemen from Mich- 


lumber merchants who put up the price. Itis 
immaterial where they may have lived; they 
are now Chicago lumber merchants, 

Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator did not 
intend to cast any imputation upon the lum- 
ber merchants of Michigan, of course | ac- 
cept his declaration, and have nothing more 
to say on the subject. I certainly understood 
him to cast an imputation on the Michigan 
lumbermen, but he says he did not intend to 
ao 80, 

Mr. LOGAN. I certainly would not do 
that in the presence of the great defender of 
Michigan; | could not think of it. A man 
would he utterly senseless, or must expect 
to be erushed in a moment if he did such 
athing. | Laughter. ] 


Mr. CHANDLER. This ‘ erushing ”’ pro- | 
cess | have seen attempted several times. I | 


do not understand its execution myself, but 
this is not the first time I have had it at- 
tempted upon me. 

Now, with regard to magnanimity the Sen- 
ator says he would not reciprocate such a want 
of magnanimity. Am I right there? 

Mr. LOGAN. In whom? 

Mr. CHANDLER. As I have shown. 

Mr. LOGAN. Applicable to yourself, you 
are right. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
applicableto myself. After the Chicago fire— 
we did not know of our fires at that time; 
our fires were in the woods, and it was days 
after they occurred before we heard of them— 
there was not a city, town, or hamlet in the 
whole State of Michigan that did not respond 
to the sufferings of Chicago, and I myself 
united, to the extent of my ability, whether it 
was more or less. ‘The city of Detroit alone, 
if | remember rightly, farnished $40,000 for 
instantaneous relief; and every city, village, 
and town throughout the State responded to 
the extent of its ability. 

Sir, | do not like thus individually to be ar- 


raigned here, either for my State or myself, as | 
5 I undertook | 
to show this body that the sufferers in Michigan | 


showing awantof magnanimity. 


suffered to at least as greatif nota greater extent 
than the people of Chicago in proportion to 
their wealth and population; and again [ un- 
dertook to show that the greatest of these suf- 
ferers were these very lumbermen at whom 
the Senator was aiming this shaft. 
what I undertook to do, and what I think I 
succeeded in doing. 1 undertook to show that 
the whole of these enormous losses, amount- 
ingto many millions, and for aught I knowtens 
of millions, fall upon the lambermen and the 
lumber regions of the State of Michigan; and 
now, instead of furnishing to them the same 
measure and the same manner of relief which 


selves put up the price of lumber. I do not | 


° . rv ‘ . i 
igan or where theyare from. They are Chicago 


if 
} 


That was | 


charging it upon Michigan, whom is it charg- | 
ing it upon f Michigan last vear exported one | 
thousand four hundred million feet of lumber; || of a want of magnanimity. 
more than all the other States put together, I | 





| 
i} 


No, sir, you are wrong. I | 


|| of all the reliefyou demand. 
against any individuals except the lumber | 


] 


1 


i 








| 








you propose to farnish to Chicago, and which 
! ask at your hands, | am met with the charge 
Sir, I repudiate 
the charge, come from what source it may. | 
say it is equal and exact justice that I am de- 
manding, nothing more and nothing less. I 
care not whether it be to the citizens of a vil- 
lage in the Jumber regions of Michigan, or to 


any other State in the Union, and certainly a || the citizens of the great city of Chicago; I 
; : : . | ‘ 
very large proportion of the lumber that goes 


ask, and | havea right to demand, the same 
measure of justice or of magnanimity, or of 
charity, if you put it upon that ground, which 


| you give to the city of Chicago. 


I agree with my colleague that it would have 


they are the men who || been better, more just, more equitable, more 
|| proper to have introduced a bill giving a gross 


sum from the Federal Treasury, compelling 
each State to pay its fair pro rata to that sum, 
rather than to assess upon the State of Michi- 
gan, that has suffered thus frightfully, one half 
That is what you 
do by this bill, for in all your buildings our 
lumber constitutes near one half of the mate- 
rial you use. 

Mr. LOGAN. Oh, no. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Perhaps not quite so, 
but nearly. But you demand the whole of that 
from the State of Michigan, a State which suf- 
fered frightfully by the same calamity which 
has fallen upon Chicago. 

Now, Mr. President, I say very frankly that 
I consider this a dangerous precedent; but if 
it is set for one case, (and it has been set once, ) 
then I want it to extend to all. If itis proper 
to grant this relief to the cities of Portland 
and Chicago, then it is proper to grant it to 
every city, town, and hamlet throughout all 
these United States that is in similar cir- 
cumstances, and it ought to be done; and I[ 


| propose now, as an amendment, to insert a 


few, perhaps two, three, or four of the towns 
that have suffered most fearfully in this confla- 
gration. 


Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President, it is as true 


| in legislative bodies as in courts, that hard 


cases make bad precedents, and I am afraid 
that we have gotten into this trouble by a bad 
precedent. As the Senator from Michigan has 
said, if we relieve in one case we shall have 


| to relieve in all. 


It is a very ungracious thing to seem to 


| Oppose any measure of this character, and I 
| do not rise for the purpose of opposing this 


bill, but of suggesting to the Senator from IlIli- 


_ || nois that I think there is an insuperable diffi- 
Very well; make it | 


culty in the way of passing it which would have 
prevented the first precedent from passing if 
it had been mooted when that bill was intro- 
duced into Congress—I am not aware that it 
was—and of saying to him that he can 
hardly doubt the disposition of Congress, as 
manifested from the disposition of those who 
stand behind Congress, for the relief of Chicago. 
if it is to be relieved, I think it will have to 
be, and I have no doubt it will be, by the appro- 
priation of a sufficient sum, if necessary, from 
the Treasury by direct bill for the purpose of 
meeting the duties, if necessary, that are to be 
taken from the Treasury in this manner. 

But I now call attention to what the diffi- 
culty isin my mind. The bill as introduced, 
and as I believe it now stands, reads thus: 
the first section, providing for the reception 
of gratuitous contributions which may come 
from abroad for the relief of the sufferers by 
the fire which occurred at Chicago, declares 
that such contributions shall, when imported 
at the port of Chicago and consigned to the 
proper authority for distribution, be admit- 


| ted freeof duty. The second section provides 


for the admission of building materials at the 
same port. Here, then, are two sections of 
the bill, both of which provide for the admis- 
sion free of duty at the port of Chicago of 
building materials and contributions, which at 
all other ports in the United States are subject 
to daty. I simply wish to bring into contrast 
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with them two provisions of the Constituti, 
of the United States. The first is from - 
ninth section of the first article of the Const; 
tution : 


““No preference shall be given by any regulatio 
of commerce or revenue to the ports of one Btare 
over those of another; nor shall vessels bound . 
or from one State be obliged to enter, clear, or Sn 
duties in another.” ovr Day 


The other is: 

“*The Congress shall have power to lay and collec 
taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the debt. 
and provide for the common defense and gener,| 
welfare of the United States; but all duties, impos. 
and excises shall be uniform throughout the United 
States.” 

If there be a duty of twenty per cent. on any 
of these articles in any portion of the United 
States, the duty must be uniform throughoy: 
the whole United States. If they are required 
to pay duty at one port in any State, they mus, 
be required to pay duty in all the States, | 
need not argue this question. I think jt jx 
perfectly apparent by simply reading the pro. 
visions of the Constitution in contrast with the 
provisions of the bill. I need not go furthe; 
and show how far the principle may be carried 
if it were constitutional. Take the case which 
is presented by the Senator from Michigan, 
Here are hundreds of people suffering, per- 
haps, for want of food in consequence of the 
fires in Michigan and Wisconsin. If it be 
proper to exempt building materials at the 
port of Chicago for the purpose of rebuilding 
the city, it is just as important to exempt tea 
and coffee and sugar, upon which these people 
live, or which enter into their living, who have 
not, perhaps, enough to eat in consequence 
of their crops and buildings having been 
destroyed. Itis just as important to exempt 
clothing and the material out of which it is 
made, so as to relieve their necessities. | 
short, the principle involved is that wherever 
a calamity occurs in any portion of the Unit 
States, whether by fire, by flood, or by robber; 
even, we are to be called upon to make an 
exception in favor of that unfortunate commun 
ity. If itis to be done, I do not think it can 
be done by making an exception which come 
in conflict with the spirit certainly if not with 
the direct letter of the Constitution. 

Mr. LOGAN. If the gentleman will allow 
me to call his attention to one point there, he 
may be able to throw some light upon the sub- 
ject. The Constitution provides that ther 
shall be no preference given ; that is, no pret: 
erence in reference to ports. This is not an 
exception, if the gentleman will have his at- 
tention directed to the bill. The bill requires 
the duties to be paid on these articles just the 
same as on other articles, but authorizes the 
Secretary of the Treasury to make such rules 
and regulations with reference to them as he 
sees proper, precisely as was done with regard 
to Portland. He made the rules and regula- 
tions in that case, and I have them in my desk 
now. ‘The duties are paid when the articles 
are received, but if the article is putin a build- 
ing as provided by law, there is a remission 
of the duty. It is upon the same principle that 
you encourage the building of a railroad. Why 
do you do that? In order to encourage popu- 
lation to seek certain portions of the country, 
in order to scatter the community, enlarge 

our country, increase taxesand extend civil- 
ization. ‘The same principle applies here. 
You propose to do this for what purpose? To 
encourage certain persons to rebuild a great 
city that has been destroyed, for the benefit 
of the population there, for the benefit of the 
country, for the benefit of commerce, for the 
benefit of civilization, and everything that 
applies to the same principle as applicable to 
other things. 

The Senator is also mistaken in supposing 
that at the time the Portland bill was passed 
it was passed without a full discussion and 
understanding. If he will examine the Globe 
he will find a discussion running over more 
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than one day, and more than two, in reference || relief of the people of Chicago who have been || constitutional objection to the bill. I think 
to these very questions; & discussion by Mr. || burned out. | there can be none. This pret tee cer- 
Fessenden, by Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, and Mr. President, a large part of a great city, || tain articles shall be admitted free of duty, not 
gite a number of gentlemen whom [ could || extending as far as from the city of George- || imported necessarily at Chicago, but that arti- 
name, because I have read carefully that dis- town to the navy-yard, reaching some four | cles which are imported, and which are con- 
cussion. He will find that the whole question || miles in length and a mile in width, has been || signed to Chicago to be used and are used in 
was then most thoroughly discussed and con- || burned over and laid in ashes. It was acalam- || the buildings to be erected upon this burnt dis- 
sidered by the Senate. ity that stirred the sympathies not only of the || trict, shall come in free of duty. That makes 
"Mr, SCOTT. I have not read that discus- || people of the United States, but of the whole || no distinction, in the language of the Constitu- 
sion, but I can see very clearly that the purpose |/ civilized world; and I have sometimes thought, || tion, between the different ports of the country. 
and intent of these constitutional provisions is || in reflecting upon that terrible calamity, and its || It is not unusual legislation. We have some- 
that the Government shall levy and the people influence on the people of Chicago, in causing || times allowed goods, imported from abroad to 
shall pay the same duties at one port that they || them to forget all animosities and all unkind- || be used for particular purposes, to come in 
do at another; that the people shall pay and || ness, and of the sympathies it aroused, that the || free, or have allowed a drawback where they 
the Government shall levy in all parts of the || exhibition almost compensated for the calam- || are imported and used ina particular way. We 
United States uniform duties upon imports, || ity. Contributions of food and clothing came || allow a drawback on goods imported to this 


and any arrangement that parties shall first || pouring in from every little town in Illinois, in || country and then exported to foreign coun- 
pay and the Government then pay back, is |} Wisconsin, and in Michigan, and from all the |) tries. 








simply an evasion of that constitutional pro- || cities of the land; and then the men who had |} Mr. HAMLIN. There is a drawback on 
vision, for when duties are once paid it be- || gone through the fire, who had seen the indus- || salt now. 
comes the duty of the officer to pay that money || tries of a quarter of a century burned up in an || Mr. TRUMBULL. There is to-day, the 


into the Treasury, and if he is directed to pay || hour, and themselves and their wives and chil- || 


directe Senator from Maine reminds me, a drawback 
it back by these regulations, it is simply an 


dren destitute without shedding tears, were || on salt. 


evasion of another provision of the Constitu- || overcome. When contributions came in from | Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Is it a draw- 
tion, that no money shall be paid except in || the great city of St. Louis, supposed to be a || back or an exemption? 
pursuance of an appropriation by law. He is | commercial rival of Chicago; when a meeting Mr. TRUMBULL. Ido not see that that 


collecting revenue nominally, but he is paying 


was called in that city while yet the city of || would make any difference. Sometimes we 
out an appropriation actually. If it is to be |, Chicago was in flames, and in less tham an | have authorized articles to be imported free of 
done. let it be an appropriation really. hour $100,000 were subscribed to relieve the || duty that went into a particular kind of ma- 
As I said, I do not rise in spirit to oppose || destitute; when the railroads were cleared of || chinery. My recollection is that some years 
reliefto Chicago, but to suggest to the Senator || all other business, and there were speeding over || ago a law was passed allowing machinery for 
that these are considerations which, as his bill || them, at the rate of forty miles an hour, car- || the manufacture of flax to come in free of 
is now up, subject to the call at any moment || loads of provisions; and when they came roll- || duty for a certain length of time. Such legis- 
of anybody for the regular order, he had per- |; ing into Chicago, the men who had seen their || lation has been common in the history of the 
haps better consider, and not run the risk of || all consumed and shed no tears were over- || country. 
having a debate lasting an hour or two and || come by the kindness they were receiving, | cannot think, Mr. President, that there is 
then the bill put aside and another taken up. || and, forgetting all animosities, were melted || any constitutional objection to the passage of 
Mr. LOGAN. Allow me to call the Sen- || together as one people. | the bill, and I hope we may come to a vote 
ator’s attention to something else that he has And, sir, since this discussion began, there || upon it. I am aware that we are considering 
not thought of. There has not been a session || has been laid on my table, coming through our |} it now by the indulgence of the Senator from 
of Congress for a number of years that you || consul in the city of Buenos Ayres, away off || Maine [Mr. Morriit] who has the floor to- 
have not passed bills of a precisely similar || in South America, a letter from Mr. Zimmer- || day upon another subject; and I do hope that 
character, not for destruction on account of || man, of that city, inclosing a draft, which I || the Senate will allow this bill to pass, and that 
fire, but for other reasons. Yesterday, I be. || hold in my hand, for seven hundred and odd |} our friends from Wisconsin and Michigan will 
lieve, a bill passed here for the remission of || dollars, in gold, for the benefit of the sufferers || not insist upon putting on this bill the amend- 
duties on certain articles to be imported into || by the Chicago fire, and accompanying it isa || ments which they have suggested, but will 
New Orleavs. Why was that? You pass biils || list giving the names of the contributors and || introduce them as new bills, to stand upon 
relieving from duty organs for churches, and || the amount given by each person in that || their own merits, and I doubt not they will 








for divers and sundry other things, at every || distant land. | receive the favorable consideration of Congress 
session of Congress. Why is that? And now, sir, the Senate of the United || if they come within the principle of this bill, 
Mr. SCOTT. If the Senator will permitme, || States hesitates as to whether it will allow these | 


and if they do not, I am sure the Senators 

|| people, burned out, their dwellings destroyed, || from Wisconsin and Michigan would not ask 

bill to which he refers suspends the duties for || the industry of a life-time consumed, to import, || to embarrass this bill with them. 

two years in all parts of the United States on || without paying duties upon them, the neces- || Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I hope the 

specific articles. It does not give preference || sary materials to reconstruct their dwellings! || Senator from Vermont will withdraw his 

to one place over another at all. | Why, sir, such an act as this] had hoped would || amendment and let us vote directly on the 
Mr. LOGAN. I may be mistaken, but [do || have been done gracefully and without opposi- 


| bill, and I say to the Senators from Michigan 
not so understand the bill. But then [call || tion. The people of the whole world opened || that if they wish to get something for the re- 


| 
the attention of the Senator to these other bills || their hearts and their pockets to relieve this || lief of their people who have met with such 
towhich I have referred that have been passed || distress; and yet the Senate of the United || terrible misfortunes, I will do whatever I can 
in divers Congresses. I have never been in a || States hesitates whether it shall not collect the || to aid them. It seems to me that money was 
Congress, from 1858 to the present time, in || last dollar off these people on the materials || made not to be hoarded but todo good. The 
which there has not been a bill passed relieving || thatthey import with which to erect dwellings || people of Chicago have had come upon them 
the duties on an article for some church or || to protect them from the weather. | a most terrible misfortune, and, for one, I am 
charity, or something of that sort. It has been Sir, [am sorry to see this, and I regret that | ready to go as far as we can possibly go under 
donetime and timeagain. This constitutional || Senators from other States should think of || the Constitution of the United States to aid 
question that the gentleman raises has been || embarrassing this bill, to which they are not || them. The people have had a terrible mis- 
discussed over and over again in Congress; || opposed, by moving amendments to include || fortune come upon them in portions of Wis- 
but, for the reason I have given, Congress has || other localities. I will not discuss with them || consin and Michigan, and if this great nation 
always acted, and acted affirmatively. whether the calamity in Michigan and Wiscon- || can aid them in any way, I think it ought to 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I regret || sin was greater or less than that in Chieago. || do it. ‘‘he world was made to grow men and 
exceedingly that this bill should have encoun- |! God knows it was bad enough in Chicago, as || women; money was made to do good with and 
tered the criticism it has, and that there should || the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry] and || not to be hoarded up or higgled over; and, for 
have been any attempt in the Senate to con- || myself can both testify. I am sorry that there || one, I desire to vote for this bill pure and 
nect with it other matters. It is a very com- || should be any disposition to stay this bill on || simple as it came from the House of Repre- 

mon thing for local bills and bills for particu- || account of the other cases. I do not under- || sentatives. 
lar individuals to pass; and I say to my friends || stand either of the Senators to be opposed to the Mr. SHERMAN. I concurred in reporting 
from Wisconsin and Michigan, who will appre- || bill, but they think that other places should be | this bill in deference to the precedent in the 
ciate it at once, that if the practice isto obtain || included. If they think that other places are || Portland case, though I perceive that that pre 
in the Senate, when a local bill comes here, a || entitled to the same relief, about which I have || cedent has been very much misunderstood, 
bill for a pension, if you please, to A, B, or a || no controversy with them, I ask them in fair- || and that statements have been made in regard 
bill local in its operation to some particular || ness, when this bill with reference to Chicago || to it which are not sustained by the record. 
place, of attaching to it other bills in reference || has passed the House and is pending here, not || My impression was that there was no debate 
to other pensioners or other places, we never || to embarrass or delay it by insisting on amend- || upon or any opposition to the bill in regard to 
can pass any special bills. [am sure the Sen- || ing it so as to extend relief to other localities. || Portland, and on referring to the record I find 
ators from Wisconsin and Michigan do not Now, one word in reply to the Senator from | that that was the case. The bill was intro- 
to prevent the passage of a bill for the || Pennsylvania, who thought there might besome i duced on the 27th of July, 1866, in terms very 


as he asks me the question, | will say that the 


























s* 7% 
RY Tepes: st 


ator} eee 


OURAN EMP LSS ET 





ue 


similar to the second section of the present 
bill. I read from the Globe: 

**Mr. Lyncu, of Maine. Cun 
to introduce a bill for the relief of the sufferers by 
fire at Portland, Maine.”’ 

Leave was granted; there was no debate 
upon it. The bill was taken up by unanimous 
consent, and within three minutes was passed 
without the yeas and nays, simply by a vote 
by tellers. i 
passage of the bill in the House. It came to 
the Senate, and I will read all that occurred 
in regard to it in the Senate: 

“The bill (H, R. No. 814) for the relief of thesuffer- 
ers by the late fire at Portland was read twice by its 
title. 

** Mr. Fessenpen. 
taken up and acted upon now, It 
I presume there will be no objection to it. 


** By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Commit- | 


wwe of the Whole, proceeded to consider the bill.” 

Then it is recited : 

“The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to athird reading, read the 
third time,and passed.’’—Congressional Globe, Thirty- 
Ninth Congress, First Session, p. 4222. 

This precedent having been set, I, for one, 
did not feel at liberty to disregard the prece- 
dent in a case like this, where the argument in 
favor of the passage of such a bill was im- 
mensely stronger. I therefore voted against 
the amendment now proposed by the Senator 
from Vermont in committee, on the ground 
that if this precedent was to be followed, it 
had better be followed in a spirit of generous 
liberality rather than to make exceptions or 
qualifications. 

It is true that there was a very long debate 
on another bill for the relief of Portland, and 
that was just the kind of a bill that the honor- 
able Senator from Pennsylvania now advises 
us to pass, namely, a bill appropriating directly 
so much money for the relief of the sufferers 
by fire at Portland. I find that in that debate 
a large number of the Senators participated, 
the Senator from Illinois [Mr. TRumMBULL] him- 
self opposing the measure with great ability, 
as he always does, and the bill was passed bya 
very close vote. The debate extended during 
the greater part of a day, covering many col- 
umns of the Globe, and the bill was only car- 
ried by two or three majority. 


I ask unanimous consent | 





There was no division on the final | 


I should like to have that bill | 
[tis very short, and 


| 


| 


Thus, after | 
the debate, Congress passed by a close vote || 


&@ proposition appropriating $50,000 for the | 


relief of the sufferers at Portland, and subse 
quently passed without objection, by a practi- 


cally unanimous vote of both Houses, a bill | 
The constitu- | 


similar to that now before us. 
tional objection was never presented ; the point 
now made by the Senator from Pennsylvania 
was never presented. I must confess, from 
the little reflection 1 have been able to give to 
it, that although that provision of the Consti- 
tution was familiar to me, I am not able now to 
answer the point. This is not a proposition 
similar to the propositions that have been 
passed remitting duties on certain things. The 
bill that passed yesterday was a proposition 
remitting duties on a certain class of machin- 
ery, it made no difference where imported. 
This bill has a discrimination in favor of the 
port of Chicago. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think not, asthe Sen- 
ator will see if he will look at it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. TI ask the Secretary to 
read the second section of the bill. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Sro. 2. Thatthere shall be allowed and paid, under 
such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall prescribe, on all materials imported to be and 
actually used in buildings erected on the ground 
burned over by said fire, a drawback of the import 
duties upon the same: Provided, That said mate- 
rials shall have been imported and used during the 


term of one year from and after the passage of this 
act. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
they shall be imported. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Nowread the first section. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 

That all goods, wares, and merchandise which 


It does not say where 





| Mr. LOGAN, 


|) true. 


may be sent from places without the limits of the 
United States as gratuitous contributions for the 
| relief of sufferers by the fire which occurred at Chi- 
| eago, October 7, 8, and 9, A. D. 1871, shall, when 
| imported and consigned to the proper authority at 





| 
| 
|| Chicago for distribution, be admitted free of duty. 


| Mr. SHERMAN. Without the language 
| before me, as the point has just been made, I 
| am not sure that it is well taken. If the im- 
| portation may be made at any port and the 
| remission of duty applies to the article, then 
it is not unconstitutional. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is it. 

Mr. SCOTT. The Senator will pardon me. 
I read from the billas it came from the House. 
No amendment has been adopted yet, as I 
understand. I have not before me the bill 
as now reported. I read simply from the 
original bill as it came from the House. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That distinction should 
be carefully made, because it is perfectly clear 
that if this was a discrimination in favor of 
the port of Chicago, it would be unconstitu- 
tional. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It clearly is not. 

Mr. SHERMAN. And in that case the 
accounting officers would not pay any money 
underit. Butif itisa discrimination in favor of 
goods of a particular character or description, 
to be used at a particular place, Ido not see 
that there is any objection on the score of con- 
stitutionality. It may be setting a bad prece- 
dent, but it seem to me it does not come within 
the literal language of the Constitution. I 
regard it as simply a gratuity, a contribution 
by the people of the United States for the 
relief of the sufferers by fire at Chicago. lam 
| not sure that the example thus set will not be 
| a second precedent of a dangerous character. 
| The original precedent was set without much 
consideration and without much debate. lam 
| not sure but that it would be better for us to 
do as all the people of the United States have 
done, and contribute largely from the Treasury 
of the United States for the relief of the suf- 
ferers by fire at Chicago, rather than set 
another dangerous example. It is true 1 con- 
| curred in reporting this bill, and shall vote 
| against any amendments to it, but if any other 
| mode of relief can be devised that will avoid 
| the repetition of such an example, I should be 

















| rather disposed to substitute that for this. I 

do not wish to interfere with the management 
| of the bill, because the Senators from Illinois 
| naturally feel a local interest in it. 

Mr. LOGAN. I desire to call the attention 

of the Senator from Ohio to one statement that 
he let fall—I do not know whether it referred 
to me or not, but I presume it did—that the 
statements were incorrect which were made in 
reference to the previous discussion in the 
Senate on this particular question. 
| Mr.SHERMAN. LI understood the Senator 
| from Illinois to state that this particular ques- 
tion had been discussed. 
I said that this question was 
discussed most fully ; | was speaking of relief 
being granted to sufferers. 1 may have said, 
but I did not intend to say, that this particular 
point was discussed ; but the general principle 
of affording relief to distressed persons was 
| discussed most fully in the Senate. That is 
I read that discussion clear through, 
every word of it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator will under- 
stand me as saying that this mode of relief by 





| the remission of duties was, so far as I know, 


nowhere discussed. 

Mr. LOGAN. This particular bill at the 
time was not before the Senate; but the appro- 
priation the Senator speaks of was before the 
Senate, and was most fully discussed in refer- 
ence to the principle of the power of Congress 
to appropriate money or afford relief to per- 
sons in distress from hunger, earthquake, fire, 
or anything else. ‘That general principle was 
discussed fully in the Senate. Then when a 
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te the Senate that the whole question had 
been discussed, though this particular bij] te 
not before the Senate at the time of the diem. 
sion, as the gentleman stated. My referenc, 
was to the whole question in regard to a 
land, that it was fully discussed. [| think the 
debate ran over two days—one day certainly, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will inform the g,,° 
ator from Illinois that [ have the discussio, 
before me, and it must have extended through 
two or three hours; it covers several pages of 
the Globe. 

Mr. LOGAN. At any rate it was discusge4 
on one bill, and the next bill was passed wit} 
out discussion, because the debate seemed ty 
settle the whole question. That was the ides 
I intended to convey to the Senate. . 

Mr. SHERMAN. Allow me to correct the 
Senator again. At the time of this discusgioy 
the bill for the remission of duties had yo; 
been introduced in either House. 

Mr. LOGAN. I said it was not before the 
Senate at the time of the discussion; I do not 
know exactly the time it was introduced; by 
the general question of the power of Congress 
to relieve communities under circumstances of 
this kind was most fully discussed. As to this 
question of relieving duties, I did not know 
until the Senator raised it that such a ques- 
tion as that was an open question for discus. 
sion. Inasmuch as every Congress passes bj||s 
taking the duties off certain articles, I did pot 
suppose that was a question which was open. 
I supposed it had been settled long ago by the 
opinion of Congress, and I suppose so yet, 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. It seems to me, 
Mr. President, that the amendment of the 
Senator from Vermont is eminently proper, 
which is to specify the articles that are to be 
admitted free of duty, rather than to leave it 
in the general terms ‘‘ building materials.”’ 
It is proper that that amendment should be 
adopted in order to properly guard the inter- 
ests of the Government. [hat amendment 
being added to the bill, I think that the other 
amendments which have been offered should 
be postponed. There is manifestly a dispo- 
sition on the part of the Senate, if a proper 
case is made, to afford constitutional relief 
for the sufferers of Michigan and Wisconsin. 
It is hardly appropriate legislation to connect 
these different cases together. Not only in 
reference to the bill which is now presented, 
but to our general legislation, I think we 
should get along much more pleasantly and 
with more facility if distinct subjects were 
presented separately to the Senate. 

As to the constitutional difficulty which is 
presented, as [ understand it the Constitution 
requires that there shall be no unequal system 
of duties, that the system shall be uniform 
throughout the United States; not that Con- 
gress may not ina specific case, as a matter 
of charity, relieve the collection of duties. 
Surely Congress has just as good a right to 
omit to receive $1,000,000 or $500,000 of 
duties coming into the Treasury as to pay out 
that amount without its coming in. It is a 
matter of charity, not affecting the Constitu- 
tion, which requires that the general system 
shall be uniform throughout the nation. 

These are all the remarks I have to make. 
I look upon this asa national charity to agreat 
national calamity, and feel authorized to vote 
for it. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President, I did 
not intend to trouble the Senate with any fur 
ther remarks on this bill, and I should not 
have done so but for the rather remarkable 
speech made by the Senator from Illinois, [ Mr. 
Logan, ] in which the Senator from Michigan 
and myself, for proposing, or suggesting that 
we should propose amendments, are arraigned 
as enemies of this bill. The bill before the 
Senate, let me suggest to that Senator, is one 
which, if it is to pass, must be passed quietly. 
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force @ Tight; and therefore when the Sena- 


tor from lilinois says that to oppose this bill | 


«to ‘sacrifice the rights’’ of the people of || 


Chicago 


ate, 
that 
TRUMBULL] 
speech, not 


his colleague ‘sitting nearer me [ Mr. 
well understood, for he made his 
founded upon constitutional rights, 


nor upon the natural rights of man, or of the | 


|| the safety of the nation at stake, or is a whole race 


; \ || at stake in consequence of a fire that has occurred in 
sympathy of the Senate, by the employment || Or Or Gur cities ¢ 


eople of Chicago, but he appealed to the 


} 


of a pathetic style of speech. 

The Senator from Illinois [Mr. Logan] has 
referred us to the debate in the Senate on the 
Portland bill, and I have sent for the volume 
he has referred to. 
ive in many respects. 1 e gre 
truth that ‘‘charity begins at home.’’ The 
Senator from Illinois sitting near me [Mr. 
TrvMBULL] participated in that debate, and 
spoke upon the constitutional principle in- 
volved in the bill; and for the purpose of 
showing how differently his views are ex- 
pressed when Portland is in flames, and when 
Chicago is in ruins, | propose to read a para- 
graph or two from the speech of that Senator. 
it will be perceived that the fire in Chicago 
warmed that Senator’s heart more than the 
fire in Portland did. 

The bill upon which this discussion arose 
was a bill proposing to donate $50,000 to the 
sufferers by the fire in Portland. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. A different bill. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Yes, a different bill, 
and in my opinion one far more proper to 
accomplish the purpose than the one before 
the Senate. I think the bill in the Portland 
case, which was then under debate, is less 
objectionable than this, because, as has been 
well said by the Senators from Michigan, if 
anything is to be done as a charity, it should 
be the charity of the nation, and the nation 
has no right to confer a charity by levying a 
tax only upon the lumber-growing States. If 
we are to pay out the money of the nation in 
charity to the people of Chicago, let it be the 
money of the nation; and it would be better 
to face the matter fairly and squarely, and 
appropriate money from the Treasury, than to 
resort to any indirection. I think such a bill 
as was then before the Senate far less objec- 
tionable than the bill now under consideration. 
But let us see what the Senator from Illinois 
said in regard to that bill: 


_“Mr. TrumMBuLL. It isa very unpleasant duty to 
interpose any objection to a bill of this character 

intended to relieve the sufferings of any portion of 
the people of this country oecasioned by a great 
calamity; but the Congress of the United States is 
not acharitable institution, and the Treasury of the 
United States is not to be used simply as a dispenser 
of charity. Now, sir, where is this to stop? What 
isto be the line? We have already, at the present 
session of Congress, and since this dreadful fire in 
Portland, passed one or two resolutions for the ben- 
efit of thesufferers. We have passed one resolution 
authorizing the furnishing of tents and other ac- 
commodations from the quartermaster’s department. 
We have passed another resolution or bill relieving 
the parties from the payment of taxes. 

“Mr. Fessenpen. Only suspending thecollection 
of taxes. 

“Mr. TRumBuLL, It is relieving them for atime 
by delaying the collection of taxes. Now, the Sen- 
ator from Maryland comes in with a proposition to 
pay outof the Treasury of the United States $50,000 
in money to these sufferers. Sir,you can hardly 
take up a newspaper in the United States that you 
Will not see an account of a fire somewhere. Where 
is the line? Where is the distinction? 


he is employing inappropriate terms. | 
This bill appeals to the generosity of the Sen- | 
and is not a bill to enforce a right; and | 


That debate is instruct- | 
It illustrates the great | 


| to be compared to a fire in one of our cities? Here 
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If you | 


commence appropriating’ money to distressed peo- | 
_ who have been burned out, you cannot stop at | 
ortland. There was avery large fire at Chicago | 


the otherday. I haveseen astatement that several 
hundred thousand dollars’ worth of property was 
destroyed at a single fire that has occurred there 
within a week or ten days. Fires are occurring all 
over the country. Now, does the Senator from 
aryland mean to relieve all those sufferers ? 

I know it has been complained of in some quar- 
ters that the Congress of the United States is dis- 
posed to arrogate to itself all power, to take charge 
of all charities, and in advocating some measures 
patch I have thought it my duty to go for, I have 

en charged with getting up a great charitable 


| quakes but very seldom,’’ 


| Congress has already shown the sympathy of the 


an 
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institution. This charge was made in reference to | 


| the Freedmen’s Bureau bill.” 


| 
| 
Then further on: | 


| 
appropriations, made for the safety of the nation, 
| 


are four million beings whose condition affects the 
safety of the Republic; four million people made 
free by the results of the war, an element which 
affects the whole nation and the safety of us all. Is 


__Sir, there is no analogy between 
ite two cases, I did support the Freedmen’s Bureau 
lili. 


And again : 


‘*But the Senator tells us that an earthquake 
occurred once, and Congress appropriated money to 
the sufferers. That would be very unlikea fire. A 
fire isa thing of ordinary occurrence. Fires occur 
every day in some of the cities of this Union; earth- 


And again: 


“Now, sir, I think the precedent is a bad one. 


nation with the sufferers at Portland. I think we 
have gone far enough.”’ 


Referring to the resolution granting the use 
of tents, &c., temporarily, from the quarter- 
master’s department: 


‘**T have not looked at the precedent to which the | 
Senator refers, nor at the debate which occurred on | 
the oceasion of the passage of that resolution, but I 
trust that this bill will not pass without being exam- | 
ined by some committee of this body.” 


And again: 


“The Senator says he does not know why the bill 
should be referred. It should be referred to know, 
if an appropriation is to be made at all, something 
about the circumstances. Can the Senator from 
Maryland inform me what the loss at Portland is? 
I understand that in the city of New York alone | 
there is more than a million of insurance. How | 
much of this property was insured in other cities, 
I do not know. It seems to me that before we 
vote money out of the Treasury of the nation, we 
should know something about theextent to which 
this suffering goes.” 


And again: 


“Mr. Grimes. Where is the difference between 
that case and this?”’ 


An earthquake and a fire. 


‘*Mr. TrumBuLL. I tried to state the difference. 
That was an act of God, and we relieved them by 
granting them lands. 

**Mr. Grimes. Is not this? 

‘*Mr. TrumBuULL. No; afire is not regarded as an 
act of Omnipotence exactly. I take it that human 
instrumentality has something to do with these fires ; | 
but Ido not suppose that human instrumentality | 
had anything to do with the earthquake which de- | 
stroyed New Madrid; and in thatease, [ understand, | 
Congress relieved the parties by granting to them | 
land. Ido notrecollect that they gave them money 
out of the Treasury; and the Senator from lowa 
will remember that the Constitution expressly au- | 
thorizes Congress to dispose of the public lands, and 
we have always been in the habit of giving them | 
away.” 


Again: 
**We can appropriate money, but it must be for 
objects contemplated by the Constitution, I take it. 


“I was, however, commenting upon the 
of sending this bill to some committee. 





oes the 


tributions throughout the country? ‘They amount 
| to hundreds of thousands of dollars; I think more 


| the cities, I think we ought to know that there 
is a pressing necessity for it before we vote money 
in this way. We ought to have the information 
which a committee could gather in reference to this 
| matter.’’ 

I refer to these remarks of the senior Sen- 
ator from Illinois [Mr. TRumBvULL] only for the 
| purpose of showing that in his opinion there is 
a constitutional question of great importance 
involved in this bill. I am disposed on this 
occasion to follow the lead of that honorable 
Senator, the chairman of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, as | do in regard to most legal questions, 
and support this bill; and I sought the floor so 





soon after he addressed the Senate only that | 
I might invoke in favor of my constituents the | 


tears that he called to our eyes when speaking 

| of the sufferings of Chicago. 
Chicago has always been somewhat om 
| and boastful, and in regard to this great calam- 





ropriety | 


| Senator from Maryland know the extent of the con- | 


than a hundred thousand dollars in the city of New 1] 
York alone, and a large sum in Boston, and in all | 
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ity, in which Chicago and Wisconsin, Michigan 
and Minnesota, were common sufferers—a con- 
flagration which at the same time, and from 
the same causes, swept over these three States 
as well as over Chicago—Chicago, from its 
eminent position in regard to the commercial 
interests of the country, attracted at first all 
the sympathy of the world. I believe I may 
say, not boastfully, but merely stating a fact, 
that the city of Milwaukee, in which | happen 
to reside, from its close proximity, was the first 
city that sent relief to the sufferers in Chicago, 
and I should misrepresent every man living in 
that city, every constituent of mine in the State 
of Wisconsin, if | should throw any obstaclefin 
the way of the passage of a bill making profer 
appropriations to relieve the sufferers at Chi- 
cago. 

But, sir, I protest against»being classed as 
an enemy of this bill or an enemy of Chicago, 
because I suggest to the Senate that something 
is due also to my constituents who suffered 
equally; for the loss in Chicago fell upon 
property—a loss that capital can repair—while 
it is estimated by those best informed that 
in seven counties of Wisconsin over twelve 
hundred persons lost their lives, so that fami- 
lies were left in many instances without father 
or husband, left destitute upon farms without 
houses, fences, or utensils, and in many in- 
stances the soil has been destroyed by the 
fire to two or three inches below the surface. 
These are sufferings which capital cannot 
immediately repair. I protest against being 
classed as an enemy of Chicago or an enemy 
of this bill because I suggest to the Senate 
that 1 will move to extend the relief intended 
by this bill to embrace my own constituents 
who suffered at the same time and from the 
same causes. 

The Senator from New Jersey says that this 
amendment is not germane to this nll, 1 am 
surprised at that declaration. If we are to 
relieve the sufferers from two fires, one in 
Wisconsin and one in Illinois, by one bill, is 
that an incongruous bill? Here was a fire 
which swept over four States at about the same 
time, and growing, as everybody believes, out 
of the peculiar condition of the atmosphere 
in those States; (and I ought here to say, in 
justice to the Senator from Illinois, who, | 
believe, in the Portland case, distinguished 
between an earthquake and an ordinary fire, 
that this case of the fire in Chicago, and in 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Michigan, comes 
nearer the case of the earthquake than of an 
ordinary fire.) It was not a fire growing out 
of the instrumentalities which usually create a 
conflagration. The cause was in the atmos- 
phere; and all persons who witnessed it testify 
that the clouds, as they rolled one over the 
other, were filled with fiames ; that they would 
| sweep over far in advance of the place where 
| the fire was raging in its regular progress and 

wipe out a block of buildings; and then roll 
| on again, passing over a dozen blocks and 
touching the earth in another place. So it 
was near Peshtigo. The fire was from the 
| heavens, so to speak; it was in the atmos- 
phere ; and the facts and circumstances which 
| are gathered up by those who have passed 
| through those districts since the fire conclu- 
sively establish this. This fire should be 
likened to an earthquake, and treated as an 
| exception to all the fires that have been known 
in modern times. The fire arose as strictly 
from the act of God as any earthquake which 
ever shook the earth or Seataoyed cities upon 
it, and it should fall within the class of calam- 
ities resulting from the act or will of God, and 
a whole nation, reverently bowing its head, 
should contribute to repair the loss. 

I deny that there is any distinction here to 
|| be based upon the fact that Chicago is a city 
|| and the afflicted portion of Wisconsin an 

agricultural country. Suppose New York 
| should be destroyed by fire to-morrow, does 
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any man suppose that Congress could consti- 
tutionally appropriate money to rebuild New 
York because that city was a commercial 
center? No, sir. Congress may regulate com- 
merce, may facilitate commerce, by the ordin- 
ary ways and means, but it could not rebuild 
a city any more than it could furnish capital 
to individuals to employ in commerce. No, 
sir; this bill does not stand on any constitu- 
tional ground. It appeals to the charity of the 
nation, and the charity of the nation should 
be dispensed without regard to State lines. | 
trust that my honorable friend, the chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee, will not upbraid 
me as an enemy of State rights because | sug- 
gest that in dispensing the charities of the 
nation State lines should be ignored. 

lam a believer inthe theory that our national 
existence depends upon the just and honest 
observance of the constitutional rights of the 
States. 


In the matter of domestic rights and | 


interests, make and observe as distinctly as | 
possible all State lines, and you will have my | 


concurrence and coOperation; but in dispens- 
ing the charities of the nation, in yielding to 
those tender and kindly impulses which well 
up from the heart, unregulated by constitu 
tional provisions, do not attempt to confine 
them within State lines. What you are willing 
to do for Chicago, you should be willing to do 
for other localities in the same condition and 
suffering from the same causes. I do notoppose 
the relief proposed to be extended to Chicago, 
but I claim the same friendly legislation to: 
other places who suffered from the same cause ; 
other places which were equally victims and 
sufferers in a common calamity. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I will 
detain the Senate but a moment on this bill. 
I want to understand the principle on which 
it proceeds. It seems to me that taking the 
substitute for the bill reported by the Com- 
mittee on Finance, its provisions have been 
somewhat misapprehended. The bill as it 
came from the House of Representatives was 
obnoxious to the criticism of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, to which I think no answer 
can be given. ‘That provides that certain 
goods, when imported at the port of Chicago, 
shall be admitted free of duty. That strikes 
me as plainly an unconstitutional provision, 
But the bill as reported by the Committee on 
Finance of the Senate obviates that difficulty, 
at least interms, and possibly in substance, by 
providing as follows in the first section ; 


“That all goods, wares, and merchandise which 
may be sent from places 
United States as gratuitous contributions to the 
relief of sufferers by the fire which occurred at Chi- 
cago, Lilinois, October & and 9, 1871, shall, when 
imported and consigned to the proper authority 
at Chicago for distribution, be admitted free of 
duty,” 

Under this section the goods may be imported 
at any port, and no preference is given to one 
port over another, 

Mr. SCOTT. The Senator from Ohio will 
permit me to say that | had not that amend- 
ment before me at the time, and | am very 
glad he has called attention to the difference. 
But, under the other clause which I read in 
regard to the uniformity of duties, would the 
Senator from Ohio hold that a law providing 
that all the citizens of the city of Columbus, 
Ohio, shall be exempt from the payment of 
duties on all goods which may be imported 
and sent to that city could be passed? Could 
you exempt the inhabitants of one city from 
paying a duty which the inhabitants of all other 
cities and of the whole country are subject to? 

Mr. THURMAN. There 1s certainly diffi- 
culty about that; butit comes to a question of 
exception. Now, let us see what has been the 
precedent. My colleague,who has had charge 
of such bills, can no doubt enlighten the Sen- 
ate by reference to the precedents; but I think 
we have again and again remitted duties on 


articles imported into the United States for 


without the limits of the | 








| remit duties with reference to the object to 


| itous contributions. 


| that the person importing them, and who is 


| them to the Government. 


| section allows a drawback. 


| from the foundation of the Government to this 
) 
| day. 


| lieve there are drawbacks still in our revenue 





specific purposes, I think we did remit duties 
upon all articles imported here for exhibition 
at the national exposition, did we not? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes; there are fifty pre- 
cedents. One precedent [ remember where, 
at the request of the gentleman who is now 
Vice President of the United States, we remit- 
ted the duty on some bells which were hung 
up in a Catholic seminary in his town. 

Mr. THURMAN, I thought the fact was, 
as my colleague states, that we have done it 
again andagain. I think weremit duties upon 
contributions sent to the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion, do we not? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, by general law. 
Ail philosophic apparatus for colleges or uni- 
versities and institutions of learning is on the 
free list by general law, 

Mr. THURMAN. Then it seems that we 


which the article is to be applied, or having 
regard to the recipient of the article. ‘he 
question is, which | admit is not entirely free 
from doubt, whether the object to which these 
articles are to be applied and the recipients 
of the articles do not bring them within that 
category of cases in which we may remit the 
duties? If there is a difference in principle 
between the two, it is prétty shadowy, it seems 
to me. 

There is another thing I would say in respect 
to this first seetion. It only applies to gratu- 
The idea of levying duties 
for the support of the Government is to levy 
duties on articles that are imported as mer- 
chandise for sale, and it is supposed, therefore, 


to make profit out of them, can pay a duty upon 
lt seems to me that 
that distinguishes the case also from a case in 
which the article is a gratuity sent by persons 
from abroad, by the people of other nations, 
to relieve the sufferings of citizens of our own 
country. 

Then, in regard to the second section, that 
Thatis what it is; 
it is nothing but a drawback. [ am not going 
into the argument of the question whether or 
not drawbacks are constitutional. We know 
that that question has been debated almost 


We all know the contest over the draw- 
back in favor of the fisheries—a contest that 
lasied for a long time in this country. I be- 


laws. Is this different in principle from any 
other case of drawbacks? One reason for them 
is to foster a particular business or occupation, 
as in the case of the fisheries, where a draw- 
back was allowed. Soin other cases. If we 
can foster a particular trade, or occupation, or 
business, by the allowance of drawbacks, it 
would be pretty hard to say that we cannot 
allow drawbacks to relieve the sufferings of 
our own people. 

On the whole, therefore, Mr. President, 
although I confess that I am not entirely free 
from doubt on the subject, it does seem to me 
that, looking at the precedents that have been 
set, and interpreting the Constitution in accord- 
ance with them, this bill is not subjeet to a 
constitutional objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ay- 
THONY in the chair.) The hour of three o’ clock 
has arrived, to which time the regular order 
was laid aside. It becomes now the duty of 
the Chair to call it up. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We aresonear through 
with this bill that I hope we shall be allowed 
to finish it. It will be in the way another day, 
and I think time will be gained by disposing 
of it now. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I am willing to see if 
we can geta vote. iam sure there has been 
enough discussion on this bill to give the ne- 
cessary information to the Senate. I am will- 
ing the vote should be taken. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen 


tor from South Carolina yields to allowa 


“ates en 


to be taken. Is the Senate ready a 
question? — 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The {ry 


vote is on the amendment offered by me. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The aye 

tion is on the amendment offered by the Ser 

tor from Vermont to the amendment of 4. 


A ’ ° of the 
Finance Committee. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Let ; 

4 it be 
read. 

‘The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

In section two, line three, after the word “impo, 
ed,’’ insert the words *‘ herein enumerated,” vic 
_ In section two, line five, after the word “ game» 

| insert, *‘ namely: on timber, rough, hewn, or say, 
boards, in the rough; laths; clapboards: shing),. 


| cut nails; iron, specially made and fitted for + 


construction of buildings; slate; brick; buildin. 

stone; lime; cement; glass; linseed-oil; and whi. 

lead.’’ ini 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 

> . be 

taken, resulted—yeas 22, nays 29; as follows. 


On that | 


Y EAS—Messrs. Anthony, Blair, Brownlow, Ch 
ler, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, Fenton, f 
agan, Frelinghuysen, Hamilton of Texas, ff 
Kelly, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont. N a. 
wood, Patterson, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Scott, and Sto. 
venson—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Boreman. Caldwell, Can. 
eron, Carpenter, Clayton, Ferry of Michigan. Gi). 
bert, Goldthwaite, Hamilton of Maryland, Ham 
Hitcheock, Kellogg, Lewis, Logan, Nye, Px meroy 
Rice, Robertson, Schurz, Sherman, Sumner, Thy: 
man, Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, Wilson, Windoy 
and Wright—29. 7 

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Buckinch 
Casserly, Cooper, Davis of Kentucky, Duvis of Wee 
Virginia, Edmunds, Ferry of Connecticut, Harlan, 
Howe, Johnston, Morton, Osborn, Pool, Pratt 
Ramsey, Spencer, Sprague, Stewart, Stockton, and 
West—22. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question 
recurs on the amendment reported by the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I now offer an amend 
ment to insert after the words ‘Chicago in 
Iilinois’’ the words ‘‘and Manistee and Hol: 
land in the State of Michigan.”’ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ohno! 

Mr. CHANDLER. 1 should like to get this 
little measure of justice for some of our burnt: 
out towns if the Senate is disposed to grant it. 
We have been told by the Senator from Illinois 
[Mr. TRUMBULL] in a previous debate that this 
i8 & pure gretuity. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That was on another 
subject. 

Mr. CHANDLER, Itis the same principle. 
I would vote to-day for an appropriation of 
money, to be taken from the people of the 
States of the Union, in any reasonable amount, 
and the Senators from IIlinois may estimate 
what that amount is, and let it become a tax 
upon the people of the United States. I will 
vote for it, whether it be $50,000 or $100,000. 

Mr. President, this matter of gratitude has 
rather been crowded upon us at this session. 
In the first place, to aid the city of Chicago 
we were asked to vote $4,000,000 for a cus 
tom-house and public buildings in that city; 
and to aid the city of Chicago in her great 
calamity we all, I believe, voted for that—call 
it what you please—that liberal appropriation 
to the city of Chicago. Now, how does that 
matter stand as between the city of Chicago 
and other cities of the Union? In the city of 
Detroit, which is at least one third the size of 
the city of Chicago, the Government appro 
priated only $110,000 to erect the same class 
of buildings; in the city of Cleveland, | be- 
lieve, the amount appropriated was about the 
same; and yet we voted for Chicago, to aid 
her in her great calamity, forty times as much 
as has been appropriated for the self-same 
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purpose to Detroit, to Cleveland, to Milwau- 
ioe, and similar cities. | 

"Lam ready to go as far as any other man in 
the way of liberal donations and gratuities to 
~affering Chicago. 
offer this as a precedent, I want to make the 
“oeedent as general as possible. I want to 
+4 the sufferers in the State of Michigan and 
“. the State of Wisconsin. I want Peshtigo 
1) go on With Manistee and Holland, and I 
want to make this thing apply to other towns 
an the town of Chicago. No one can say 


than : . 7 
been liberal in every proposi- 


shat we have not 


on that has beew made for Chicago. No one | 


., say that the whole world has not been 
liberal to Chicago and to Michigan and Wis- 
‘ wysin, and we all feel grateful for it ; but in 
‘his case | simply ask justice, if this is to be a 
»y amendment, and ask for the yeas and 
pays upon it. : 

Mr. (RUMBULL. Mr. President, I want 
to appeal to the Senator from Michigan. I 
now that he is not opposed to the passage of 
this bill, and he does not want to put his 
fiends in an awkward position and force them 
«) vote against him. Now, let this bill pass 
py itself, and then let him submit his propo- 
sition as & separate measure, and not unite the 
two, Those who might be disposed and desir- 
ous to do something for the persons who were 
burned out in the other States are placed in 
an awkward position when the Senator insists 
on including them in this bill. I appeal. to 
his good nature that he do not undertake to 
antagonize them. ‘The Senator from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. Cameron] and myself do not 
want to vote against his proposition. Let him 
withdraw it now and offer it as a separate 
bill. : 

Mr. CAMERON. I did not think that I 
should say a word on this subject, but I desire 
now to say that I scarcely ever vote for this 
exceptional sort of legislation, because I prefer 
that everything should be done by general 
laws. I am particularly anxious that nothing 
shall be done which will interfere with the 
creat protective interests of the country, and 
lam voting for this bill of the Senator from 


Illinois because it isa great exception. There 
has been in the world but one Chicago. There 


has been but one such great fire, producing 
such great calamity as was produced by the 
great fire in Chieago, and I therefore make it 
an exception from all other cases. That town 
is not only the pride of this country, as it 
ought to be, but it isthe wonder of the world ; 
and the manner in which its people have sus- 


tained themselves under this great calamity is | 


a wonder also. It isa surprise to the whole 


world that any people broken down in a single | 


day from wealth and prosperity to the most 
abject poverty should have risen up as that 
people did. Chicago is a part of this country 
in which every one of us has a great interest 
anda great pride. Destroy Chicago, and this 
country would not be the wonderful country 
itis. I shall vote, whenever a separate bill 
comes up, for the proposition made by my 


friend from Michigan, and I think in my long | 


service with him I have hardly ever disagreed 
with him in a vote, but I will in this case. 
How can anybody refuse to vote this little 
boon to the people of Chicago, where a hun- 
dred thousand men and women were driven 
out into the flames, every one of them almost 
deprived of their clothing ; every one of them 
in & starving condition? Then look at the 
wonderful uprising of the world. It was not 
confined to the United States, but wherever 
the electric wires go a response has been 
made to this as a calamity which it belongs to 
the world to notice, and to attempt in some 


way to provide for, so as to mitigate in some | 


degree the sufferings of that distressed and 
afllicted people. 

have nothing more to say. I hope weshall 
pass the bill without amendment. 


precedent, and ‘therefore I must insist upon | 





But, sir, when you come | 














Mr. CHANDLER. 





Mr. President, we have 


all heard of a very patriotic individual during 


our terrible rebellion who was accused on a | 
certain occasion of not being as patriotic as 
his professions would seem to indicate, and he 
repudiated the imputation with great violence. 
‘*Why,”’ said he, ‘*I go for the salvation of | 
this country; yes, sir, | go for the salvation | 
of this country, even if I have to sacrifice all 
my wife’s relations.’’ [Laughter.] Now, my | 
friend from Pennsyivania {Mr. Cameron] is 
just as patriotic as that individual was. Il am 


willing to go as far as the farthest in aid of || 


Chicago, but here are three States, Michigan, 
Wisconsin,and Minnesota,and only these three, 
that contribute one single dollar toward this 
lumber tax. Now, it is very well for you, gen- 
tlemen, to show your liberality and your pa- 
triotism by voting money out of our pockets. 
You are just as liberal, and just as patriotic, 
and just as devoted, as that man was who was 
even willing to sacrifice all his wife’s relations 
to save the country! [ Laughter. ] 

I wish my friend from Pennsylvania would 
consent to change a little the character of this 
proposition and put a portion, just a small | 
portion of the burden upon the State of Penn- | 
sylvania. | 


Mr. CAMERON. I will. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Then let us refer this 
bill back to the Committee on Finance, and let | 
them bring in @ proposition that shall make 
all the States in this Union contribute equally 
toward this gratuity. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
duty under this bill. | 

Mr. CHANDLER. It does not bring in 
much Pennsylvaniairon. That hits me again, | 
for pretty much all the iron used in Chicago | 
comes from Michigan. Certainly a very large 
proportion of the iron that is used in Chicago 
comes from Michigan. However, I will not | 
discuss iron; I was on lumber. 

Mr. President, I must insist on my amend- 
ment. If I am voted down, I cannot help that. 
But there is another point in this matter. 
There have been some three congressional 
districts in the State of Michigan swept by 
this fire and very materially injured. If this | 
proposition of mine shall be voted down, then 
I hope the Senate will, in the exemption from 
taxation contained in the third section, inelude | 
those congressional districts that have been | 
devastated and which my colleague will pro- 
pose an amendment for. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. I will state to 
my colleague that I have an amendmentalready 
prepared to that section, which I shall offer. 

Mr. CARPENTER.  Loffer an amendment | 
to the amendment of the Senator from Mich- | 
igan. 

eThe PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair | 
will remark that the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan [Mr. CHANDLER] as gent | 


Iron comes in free of 





of the Senator it will be reduced to order by the | 
Clerk. It should come in at the end of the | 
section, and not in the body of it, the amend- | 
ment of the Committee on Finance having | 
already been agreed to. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theamend- 
ment of the Senator from Michigan as reduced 
to form will be read. 

The Curer CierxK. It is proposed to insert | 
at the end of the bill the following proviso: 

Provided, That the provisions of this act shall 


extend to and be “gone to Holland and Man- 
istee, in the State of Michigan. 


up is notin orderly form, and with the consent || 











‘Mr. CARPENTER. I move to amend that | 
amendment by adding ‘‘and also to the 
towns of Peshtigo, Upper Bush, Lower Bush, 
Williamsonville, Rosiene, Minne-Kanne, and 
Mannette, in the State of Wisconsin.’’ 

Mr. CONKLING. I should like to ask a 
question which would perhaps be needless 
if I had not been diverted during a part of | 
the debate. I will direct the inquiry to the | 


Senator from Illinois, or any Senator who 
will do me the favor to give me the informa- 
tion. LI hear the Senator from Michigan ap- 


pealed to to withdraw his amendment because 


it antagonizes or conflicts with the general 
purpose of the bill. Atthe same time there 
seems to be no indisposition at least to con- 
sider fairly the case which the Senator from 
Michigan presents. I would like to inquire, 
what is the conflict or the antagonism between 
the measures; or in other words, if the prop- 
osition of the Senator from Michigan be 
meritorious, why does it injure, or disparage, 
or impede the present bill? Very likely some 
reason has been assigned, but I did nothappen 
to hear it. 

Mr. LOGAN. I suppose the Senator is 
calling on me, as | made the remarks to which 
he refers. If he desires an explanation, | can 
give it to show him why it antagonizes. As 
far as the principle is concerned, I tried to 
explain the other day the difference between a 
national and a local calamity. I do think 
there is a very great difference. 

Mr. CONKLING. I attended to the Sen- 
ator’s remarks in this respect the other day. 
He will see the aim of my question is dif: 
ferent, however. I tnderstood Senators to 
say—perhaps not the Senator whom [| am now 
addressing but others—that they would have 
no objection upon a separate bill to vote for 
the proposition of the Senator from Michigan. 
If, cheretien: it be, by reason of being national 
or otherwise, a proposition that should prevail, 
why does it in any way injure the present bill? 

Mr. LOGAN. I will state that to the Sen- 
ator. The bill has been passed through the 
House without opposition, and has come to 
the Senate. It was offered in the House and in 
the Senate. Mr. Burcwarp, of Illinois, offered 
it in the House, and [ offered it in the Senate. 
In the House, no member from Wisconsin, no 
member from Michigan, offered any amend- 
ment to it. It comes to the Senate, and one 
gentleman from each of these States offer 
amendments which may cause & discussion in 
the House—may cause a delay of the bill. It 
did seem to me, inasmuch as the members 
from Michigan and Wisconsin in the House 
had offered no bill of this character for their 
States—had offered no amendment to this bill 
similar to those offered by the gentlemen here— 
that when they come in and offer amendments 
here just at the time the bill is about to be put 
on its passage, not having offered them before 
when they had the opportunity, so as to have 
them printed for examination, and having pre- 


| sented no bill for their constituents themselves, 


such a course must be intended to antagonize 
the bill. I call the attention of the Senator 


| from New York to the speech of the Senator 
| from Michigan. 


If that speech is a speech in 
favor of this bill, then I would rather its friends 
would keep silent. That I consider antagon- 
ism—where a man makes a speech against a 
bill and concludes by saying he is for it, and 
offers an amendment—I conclude that that 
is antagonizing the bill. That is the rexson 
I said it. When I understand gentlemen to 
make arguments against a bill, against the 
theory and the principle of it, and to offer 
amendments, and at the same time to say they 
are for it, it does look to me as though there 
was an opposition underneath which should 
be considered antagonism to the bill. That 
was my reason for saying what I did. 

Mr. CONKLING. It was not my good for- 
tune to hear the remarks of the honorable 
Senator from Michigan. I was diverted at 
the moment, and was in a distant part of the 
Chamber ; and I did not know what occasion 
might have been given to the Senator from 
Illinois, by what his neighbor said, to deem 
him antagonistic to the bill. I do not think 
1 am an enemy of the bill; if I am, my 
enmity will appear from what I shall say, be- 
cause I shall withhold nothing that I think in 
regard to it. 
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It seems to me this measure is to rest, if 
it ean stand at all, upon the grounds stated 
in other instances of great calamities. It 


does not stand, I beg to say to the hon- | 


orable Senator from illinois, { Mr. Loaan, ] 


was a great city; that the scene of the mis- 
fortune was a commercial center. 





with the loss first spoken of, but separated 
from it by an imaginary and invisible line of 
demarkation? Nobody would argue that; and 
where is the distinction, I repeat, between 
| so much of this fire as was intensified in the 


dispersed itself over fields, forests, hamlets, 


I think || and towns, and left almost physical annibi- 


it cannot be defended on that ground at || lation in its track? I see none; and in vot- 


all. It must stand upon the idea that the 
event which makes it necessary, that the 
calamity which it attempts to relieve, was of 


| ing for the bill as it stands, I acknowledge 
| to the Senators from Michigan and to the 
| Senator from Wisconsin that I am unable 


such a nature as to constitute an exception | to distinguish that vote from the vote to be 


to the general rule. 

To illustrate my proposition, surely the 
Senator from Illinois as a lawyer would find 
no distinction between the two cases which I 
now put: an accidental fire, with nothing of 


day in the city of New York and in the city of 


given upon the measures which they bring 
forward, whether those measures are brought 
forward in connection with the present bill 
or stand separate by themselves. If fires 
had veonianl at different times from different 


because of the difference in place, but because 


unusual instrumentality, occurring on the same | causes, I could see the whole distinction, not 
| 


Buffalo. I say the honorable Senator would 
see no distinction in this regard between the 
those cases. Why? Because, although the 
theater of one fire would be the greatest city 
of the western world, the greatest city (I think 
I might say without boasting) in some respects 
in Christendom, and the scene of the other 
would be in the city of Buffalo, a far less city, 
the character of the casualty would be the 
same in both, namely, an incendiary fire or 
an accidental fire, as the case might be; and 


no appeal could be addressed by the city of || 


New York rather than by the city of Buffalo, 
because the cases would be alike, and both of 
them would fall below that standard of excep- 
tion which would address itself to us. 

I assume, then, that the reason for this bill 
is thatan extraordinary unprecedented calam- 
ity, overtopping and overmastering the ordin- 
ary idea of accidental fires, has visited one of 
the cities of this continent. There is in the 
case that ingredient pointed out by the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin, which I think helps 
the Senator from Illinois, and I presume he 
does not mean to discard it. There was in 
the atmosphere prevailing, in the physical 
world, existing above all human precautions 
and instrumentalities—a condition of things 
which, if it did not generate fire, when fire 
had begun, either in the forestor the field, 
either in the city or the hamlet, gave it loose 
vein to spread beyond all the ordinary means 
of hemming it in or putting it out. That fact 
is in this case, and that fact is just as true of 
the desolation which swept the State of Wis- | 
consin, and the frightful misery which visited 
the State of Michigan, as it is in respect of the 
particular miles square which were visited in the | 
city of Chicago. Indeed, L think I am not mis- 
taken in supposing that the firemay bespoken 
of as a single one which not only burnt 
Chicago but burnt surrounding regions. If 


of the difference of the event which calls upon 
us to legislate. 
| Then, Mr. President, coming to the second 
point, although my honorable friend from 
Michigan (and, as | have said, I owe him an 
| apology for not having heard his speech ex- 
cept in very small part) may have said some- 
thing in the emanation of debate which gives 
the Senator from Illinois the idea of a want 
of friendliness on his part, I cannot see in 
the amendment he offers anything in conflict, 
| anything wanting in close connection with the 
| present bill. ‘Therefore I think, for legis- 
| lative convenience, and in the ordinary mode 
of proceeding, we had better vote, and I urge 
upon the honorable Senator from Illinois who 
has this bill in charge, that the bill loses 
nothing by allowing us to vote now, once for 
all, on the proposition of the Senator from 
Michigan. If it be distinguishable from this 
bill, let us say so; if it benot distinguishable, 
the honorable Senator from Illinois will lose 
| nothing by having the bill rounded out and 
| made symmetrical in all its parts. It is not 
| worth while to have separate enacting clauses 
/and separate days and separate votes upon 
| propositions identical, if they are identical, 
aud it they are not, let the vote of the Senate 





| distinguish them. 


Therefore I sball feel bound to vote for the 
| amendment offered by the Senator from Michi- 
gan and the amendment offered by the Sena- 
| tor from Wisconsin, if the amendments contain 
nothing except those cases which are confess- 
| edly within the purview of the principle of the 
bill. If they have named any town which was 
not scourged, of course I do not intend to com- 
mit myself to vote for that if I can know it in 
season. 
Now, I wish to say a word, Mr. President, 
and only a word, in general terms upon this 





that be true, | must say—and | am not now 
upon the question whether the amendments 
shall be appended to this particular bill, or 
whether they shall follow the precedent now 
to be established—I must say that I cannot 
distinguish, as lawyer, Senator, or neighbor, 
between the case of the consumption of a city 
and the consumption of surrounding regions by 
the same fire and at the same time. 

I do not wish to amplify this; but it seems 
to me that the poorest, the most meager illus- 
tration would prove what I say. Suppose 
Chicago to be, as is the city in which I 
live, a city of boundaries, so narrow that the 
thickly built part of the town spread to the 
very lines of the city itself. A fire breaks 
out which sweeps away one half of that city, 
and sweeping across this geographical line it 
burns buildings and property belonging to 
those who do not reside technically within the 
city limits. Can any Senator suppose, for | 
constitutional or for other reasons, that we 
have a right to provide for so much of | 
the loss as fell within these city lines but 
could not consider at all that loss, perhaps 
greater in magnitude, lying in juxtaposition 





preseason One need claim no credit for 
imself,and certainly no more than the small- 
est share in a common humanity, in order to 
| assert that his feeling is all in one direction 
touching a proposition like this. Indeed, no 
man need claim tenderness of heart or unself- 
ishness of feeling in order to entitle himself 
to a large share in the common and in the 
selfish grief, if selfish grief there be, over the 
ashes of Chicago. I imagine that many mem- 
bers of this body and their families, far removed 
from Chicago, suffered severely in that fire, and 
therefore I shall assume for myself, as for others, 
that there can be no feeling antagonistic to 
going to the verge of legislative judgment and 
discretion in favor of a measure like this. I 
have this to say, however: this measure, with 
or without the amendment of the honorable 
Senator from Michigan, either by going too far 
or by stopping short, must be essentially want- 
ing in anything like complete justice. 

Those who have suffered by the Chicago fire 





| are to be relieved ; such is the promise of this 


bill. Who suffered by the Chicago fire? Does 
the honorable Senator from Lilinois know that 
the residents of the city of New York alone 
| lost more than thirty millions by the Chicago 


| 


upon the idea that the scene of the calamity || great focus of Chicago, and so much of it as || one night from affluence to want in the 
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fire? Forty million dollars will not compe 

sate for that loss visited upon the people 
the city of New York in forty-eight oo 
| Men, women, and children, the represen, 
tives of the estates of dead men, descended " 
City of 


New York. In the city of Providence betweey 


two and three million dollars were changed t, 

v 
ashes between sun and sun. In nearly every 
city of the State which honors me with a as 
here great losses fell upon the people. And 
Mr. President, with a generosity, with a hy 
manity that cannot be extolled too much, gy, 
to which the honorable Senator from [\lixojs 
(Mr. Trumpvu.t] gave graceful recognitioy, 
men, women, and children sprang forward with 
a bound, and with a liberality and witha layis) 
heartiness and good disposition contribute 
freely, but not too freely, of their worldly 
stores for the relief of those in the immediai: 
vicinity of this great calamity. 

Now, Mr. President, see the effect of this 
measure. It is to give to the sufferers at (hj. 
cago a certain sum of money, because in the 
end, of course, it is all to be weighed in golden 
scales. It is so much in amount expressed by 
dollars; and that sum is to be gathered agai; 
by taxation laid on the people of the country. 
as well upon the sufferers who lost $40,000,009 
in a single city in my own State, and upon 
those who contributed in addition, as upon 
all the rest and residue of the people of the 
United States. Here is a very great defect jy 
this legislation. Iam not complaining of jt, 
because I cannot suggest to the honorable 
Senator the way to cure it. I only point out to 
him that when he has exhausted his ingenuity, 
and the Senator from Michigan and the Sev. 
ator from Wisconsin have done the like, there 
stiJl will be a great want of rotundity and 
symmetry and fullness inthe measure of justice 
to be meted out. ' 

But again, Mr. President, everybody in Chi- 
cago whose property was burned is to share and 
share alike in proportion inthe benefits of this 
bill. The man whose ground was leased and who 
had his ground-rent, and by the occurrence of 
the fire has had his land restored to him at once, 
and derived from it a profit, is like all others 
to share in the benefits of the bill. The man 
whose houses were insured in solvent insurance 
companies, insurance companies which paid 
| one hundred cents in the dollar and had not 
a farthing of assets left ; the man whose prop 
erty was insured in companies in which my 
constituents had their estates vested, who have 
been reduced to poverty by the loss, the loss 
having been paid; he, just as much as the un: 
insured proprietor, is to profit by this bill. | 
think no Senator can doubt the great inequality 
of sowing with a broad and unsteady hand the 
benefits to fall as well where they are needed 
as where they are not. 

For these reasons, and such reasons, with 
which I will not detain the Senate—although 
I have made but a very small part of the sug- 
gestions of this kind applicable to the subject— 
I concur entirely with a remark made, I think, 
by the Senator from Wisconsin, that far better 
than this bill in itself and asa precedent would 
be such a bill as was offered in the case of 
Venezuela, as was offered by a Senator then 
from Maryland in the case of Portland—a bill 
grounded upon its true foundation, national 
charity, that plenary right which Congress has 
exercised sometimes, to bestow , wherever the 
need is shown to be urgent enough, such 4 
measure of the public money as in the judg: 
ment of the two Houses of Congress seems to 
be right. 

Sir, I do not see as clearly as some Senators 
see the way in which the bill before us is to be 
piloted through the provisions and obstacles 
of the Constitution. I do not see in it a case 
like remitting the duties on a chime of bells 
for a cathedral in Indiana, which legislation 
preceded, I think, something like two months 
an adverse report from the Committee on Fi- 
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ance, refusing to remit the duties upon another 
cue of bells which charitable women bought | 
Ye I do not see 


to take to itself the analogies of acts of God 
or acts of the public enemy. If that be true, 
for a church in the city of Troy. let us be just, but let us distribute the relief 
the analogy, I say, between those chimes and || we propose to afford, at least as far as we prac- 
this bill, I do not see in this any features ] tically and easily can, among those who actu- 
resembling the placing of philosophical and || ally and certainly suffered by the event which 
scientific apparatus and machinery upon the || calls upon us to legislate. 

free list of the tariff, so that all men alike, the Mr. CHANDLER. I have not come here 
children of affluence and the children of ‘toil, to-day prepared with statistics on the subject, 
the sons of Portland and thesons of San Fran- || but I have had a few furnished me in the 







cisco, and the colleges in which they are, may 
profit by having scientific articles imported 
exempt trom duty. On the contrary, if I felt 
at liberty to detain the Senate upon that argu- 
ment, I think that one no better versed than 
[ in legal and constitutional distinctions might 
point out unmistakable lines of separation be- 
tween the cases to which I refer and a case 
like this. This in legal effect is to say, as I 
understand it, that the people of the city of 
Syracuse, in the State of New York, shall be 
exempted from duties upon. salt, coal, and 
‘ron; and I think the statement of the case 
distinguishes it altogether from the precedents 
which have been cited for the sake of some 
general resemblance which they were supposed 
to bear to this measure. 

Mr. President, disguise it as we will, this is 
a benefaction ; it isa charity, it is a gratuity, it 
js the principle which the senior Senator from 
Illinois [Mr. TRUMBULL] discussed in a debate, 
a portion of which we have heard read, and 
the question put to the Senate is whether this 
comes so near an earthquake, whether it re- 
sembles so much the act of God or the act of 
the public enemy, that it is to be withd#awn 
from the catalogue of casualties resulting from 
human carelessness and attributed to an over- 
ruling power the visitation of which calls for 
an exceptional and eccentric response. That 
is the question. I do not mean to deny that it 
was a calamity the magnitude of which beg- 
gars all statement. It stands alone in history, 
perhaps, in its magnitude and aggravation, at 
jeast in some respects, certainly in modern 
history. It was a greater calamity than that 
which desolated the city of New York in 1833, 
which exploded insurance companies and fire 
stocks, and jeft Manhattan Island strewn with 
the wrecks of commercial enterprise and of 
private fortunes. It is perhaps for this day a 
greater calamity than the one I refer to was 
for that day in which it happened. I will not 
deny it, although I am not sure of it. It is 
great enough to have made the nation grieve, 
great enough to call upon every Senator to 
resolve on the side of humanity any balanced 
doubts he may have as to the direction of his 
vote. 

| would prefer to treat it so, and to make it 
in express terms a bill recognizing the fact, 
responding to the fact, and justified by the 
fact. Ido not believe that all this circumlo- 
cution as to remission of duties is the way. I 
believe it works out less of practical, well- 
directed charity and benefit than would result 
otherwise; but 1 believe it to be an indirect 
way of going around, of getting about the 
Constitution, in place of presenting in the 
very front of the measure the real justifica- 
tion which must be pleaded for it. 

But, Mr. President, I rose certainly not to 
make the remarks I have made; only to state, 
as | might have done more briefly and have 
relieved the Senate, that I can understand no 
principle upon which to rest my vote for the 
bill except that principle which deals with the | 
fire in question, the great conflagration referred 
to in the bill, and which then applies just as | 
well to the men who suffered from that fire in 
the States of Wisconsin and Michigan as to | 
the men who suffered in the State of Illinois. 
This distinction cannot be geographical. ‘The | 
distinction to be found in a case like this must | 

e between ordinary casualties which we would 
notrecognize in this way, and that overtopping, 






























Overmastering casualty which seems to reside 
10 its cause above human instrumentality, and 


Chamber. Since I last took my seat I have 
received a telegram stating that two delega- 
tions from the burnt districts of Michigan are 
on the way, and desire to be heard, and they 
ask that the bill go over, so that they may be 
heard, and I should be very glad if that may 
be done. 

I have a few statistics which I will give to 
the Senate. There were in the city of Holland 
between three hundred and four hundred build- 
ings destroyed out of five hundred. In Manistee 
about the same number destroyed, perhaps a 
little less; the city is larger and more scat- 
tered, and did not burn so clean. There were 
between three hundred and four hundred 
houses burned in Manistee, out of between five 
and six hundred. In the village of Cracow, 
with seven hundred inhabitants, not a single 
house was left. Ihaveonly proposed to insert 
cities; I have not put in all these villages. In 
the village of White Rock there were but ten 
houses left out of one hundred and fifty. As 
I stated before, in two counties, out of seven- 
teen hundred houses only seventy-six were 
left, and these two counties were literally 
swept over and burned up by this devouring 
element. 

Now, I should be very glad if the Senate 
would allow these delegations to be heard 
before the Committee on Finance; of course 
they cannot be heard on the floor of the Sen- 
ate; and I should be very glad if this bill 
could be recommitted to the Committee on 
Finance, that they might be permitted to listen 
to these delegations that are coming here to 
be heard. As I said before, I was very poorly 
prepared with statistics, and have not done 
justice to the subject. I move that the bill 
be recommitted to the Committee on Finance, 
in order that these delegations now on the 
way, and who willvery soon be here, may be 
heard. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pome- 
ROY in the chair.) The Senator from Michi- 
gan moves that the bill be recommitted to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. LOGAN. I hope not. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I desire that all these 


with the bill. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 


oes. 

. Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I certainly would 
vote for the motion of the Senator from Mich- 
igan if our passing this bill interfered at all 
with our doing just what he desires and what 
the Senator from Wisconsin desires in refer- 
ence to the other places that suffered by this 
conflagration. 

The Senator from New York asked how we 
distinguish this case from the cases in Wiscon- 
sin and Michigan. The answer is to my mind 
pertectly plain and patent. We all know of 
the great calamity that befell Chicago. I do 
not dispute that the same calamity visited the 
other States; but that is not ascertained. This 
subject has been referred to a committee; they 
have investigated it; they have reported to the 
Senate that it is a case in which our charity 
ought to be exercised. Let the same process 
be pursued in reference to these other places, 
and I will vote to afford them the same relief. 

A word in reference to another remark of 
the Senator from New York. It is very true, 


propositions may be referred tothe committee | 
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with me where one cannot be made. It is 
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as he said, that the city of New York suffered 
its millions. I do not doubt that his state- 
ment is correct, $40,000,000 ; but it occurs to 
me that we may not better relieve that suffer- 
ing or promote the interest of New York than 
by giving this timely aid to the city of Chicago. 
No part of this nation is more interested than 
the great metropolis which the honorable Sen- 
ator in part represents, in this very charity. 
Therefore I think that inasmuch as this relief 
can be afforded to the other places, andas it is a 
great national calamity, we may properly afford 
this national relief. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him one question? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. I beg to ask the hon- 
orable Senator in what sense he makes the 
remark that it is not an ascertained fact. that 
this conflagration which swept Chigago swept 
town, field, and forest in these other States ? 
Perhaps he used the word merely in the legis- 
lative sense that it had not been ascertained 
by a committee and a bill brought in. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Lused it in both 
senses. ‘There wasa list of towns stated bythe 
Senator from Wisconsin. I know perfectly 
well, as every other citizen of the United States 
knows, the terrible calamity that passed over 
that State ; I know just as well as the Senator 
from Michigan knows of the terrible confla- 
gration which visited his State ; but that these 
places, some eight or nine in number, are each 
of them proper places in which we should 
relieve from the collection of duties I do not 
know. It is not ascertained in any sense to 
my mind. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Will my friend allow 
me to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CARPENTER. If my friend will read 
the newspaper press of Wisconsin, of Minne- 
sota, of Michigan, of New York, and the press 
of the entire country containing the corre- 
spondence from that section for months, the 
testimony of every man who has been there, 
the testimony of the Senators upon this floor 
from all these States; and if that will not sat- 
isfy him, if he will go and cast his eye over 
seven counties of the burnt district with not a 
house standing, not a fence, not a farm con- 
venience nor utensil there, and then say that 
it is not ascertained that these towns have 
suffered, I shall despair of ever having that 
fact ascertained to the satisfaction of the Sen- 
ator. 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 





The Senator 
from Wisconsin attempts to make an issue 


perfectly ascertained that this conflagration 
did visit his State—I have read that in the 
newspapers; and it is also true that it did 
visit Michigan; but it is not fixed to my sat- 
isfaction, by any newspapers that I have read, 
that just the particular districts which are 
stated in these amendments are the proper 
subjects for this relief, and I think that it 
ought to be referred to a committee, at all 
events. In that particular the case of Chi- 
cago is distinguished from those of Wisconsin 
and Michigan. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CHANDLER. A delegation is now 
coming from a very large class in Michigan, 
for all these sufferers are engaged in the lum- 
ber business. Suppose a great injustice has 
unintentionally been done to this large class 
of people in Michigan, is not the Senate will- 
ing to give one or two days to examine and 
see if there has been, whether there may not 
be some other way of conferring this boon 
without doing an injustice to any one, either 
from Michigan or elsewhere. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Now, the Sen- 
ator from Michigan puts his application on an 
entirely different ground from that which he 
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stated before. The application for a post- || Committeeon Finance, but [telegraphed them 
ponement before was in order that the places | not to come, for the committee would under- 
which have been visited by the calamity in | stand the matter without their coming here. 
Michigan might be included in the bill. I do | I hope the bill will not be postponed for any 
not see in that any good reason, because it is | such purpose. Although the Senator himself 
perfectly competent for the Senate, after we || does not intend to defeat this bill, yet his 
have passed this law, (and I shall vote for it,) || action does tend to defeat it. I hope the 
to relieve Wisconsin and to relieve Michigan. || Senate will pass this bill or reject it this even- 
If the Senator from Michigan desires that the || ing. If they think it is wrong, let them vote 
lumber interests which may be affected by the || itdown. If they think it is right, I hope they 
peculiar form of this bill should havean oppor- || will pass it without recommitting it to the 
tunity of being heard before a committee, it || Committee on Finance. 


affords, | think, some good ground for post- Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. I cannot now 


ponement. || formally present the amendment that I gave 
Mr. CHANDLER. ‘That is precisely what || notice | would present; but if the bill is going 
I desire. 


‘o the committee on the motion to recommit, 
I desire to call the attention of the Senate to 
| the amendment which I wish to propose, so 
that if the matter is to be considered by the 
/committee this amendment also may come 
under their consideration. I propose to amend 
section three by inserting after the word 
‘* Iilinois,’’ in line five, the words ‘‘and the 
second, fourth, fifth, and sixth collection dis- 
tricts of the State of Michigan,’ so as to 
apply the relief given by that section to all the 


Mr. CARPENTER. Will the Senator from 
New Jersey allow me to interrupt him for a 
moment? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 

Mr. CARPENTER. 
of this bill provides— 

That there shall be allowed and paid, under such 
regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury shall || 
prescribe, on all materials imported, to be and | 
actually used in buildings erected on the ground 
burned over by said fire, a drawback of the import || 
duties paid on the same: Provided, That said mates | 
rials shall have been imported and used during the om Me ° ; 
term of one year from and after the passage of this | Michigan ; and also to amend | in the sev enth 
act. | line of that section by adding after ‘* Chicago ”’ 
| 
| 


Certainly. 
The second section 


Now, suppose this bill passes applying to || the words ‘‘ and cities and towns in Michigan 
the towns named in Michigan and Wisconsin, || aforesaid,’’ so that the provision may apply 
before a drawback can be received and got 
from the Treasury proof must be furnished to 
the Secretary, under regulations prescribed by 
him, that this material bas gone into buildings 
on the burned district in that country. What || afforded by this section, if applied to Chicago, 
possible danger is there in saying that if this 
case is within the prineiple of the Chicago || tricts of Michigan. 
fire? If the Senator doubts that there has || The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
been any fire in Wisconsin, then I can under- || from Michigan gives notice of an amendment 
stand why he would not include these towns; || he proposes to offer at the proper time. 
but when he admits, as he does, that a con- 
flagration has swept that whole country, what || to recommit. 
is the objection to saying, as this bill does, || The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
that ifa man can satisfy the Secretary of the | sentind a 12, nays 87; as follows: 
Treasury that he has suffered by that fire and 
has rebuilt his house by imported material, he || Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Gilbert, Goldthwaite, 
shall have the benefit of the drawback? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. The argument 
of the Senator from Wisconsin would amount 
to this: that you might as well make the bill 
general and apply to the whole United States. | 


Mr. CARPENTER. 


the basis of taxation is upon property, and 
as property was destroyed in Chicago and 


Sawyer—12. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Boreman, Brownlow, Cald- 
well, Carpenter, Clayton, Corbett, Davis of West 


Certainly, if the fire || son, Pomeroy, 


Vickers, West, Wilson, Windom, and Wright—37. 


would be the same; and the Senator admits ABSENT — Messrs. Alcorn, 


that it has gone over the places we mention 
here. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I do not admit, 
for 1 do not know, that the places specified, 
some 8X Or seven in number, by the Senator | 
from Wisconsin, are places entitled to this | 
relief. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
tion is on the motion to recommit. 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not rise to detain the 
Senate, but merely to say a word. I believe | 
the Senate is now willing to decide this ques- | 
tion one way or the other. It is certainly not | 
necessary to have a little bill like this before | 
Congress all the session, or any great part of 
the session. It seems to me that the object 
of the Senator from Michigan in proposing a 
postponement is not to get his amendment 
adopted. He says, as I understand him, that 
there is a committee coming on here from 
Michigan that is going to oppose the passage 
of the bill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I do not know that they 
willopposeit. They may go for modifications 


orehanges. I do not know what they will pro- 
pose, 


Anthony, 





Davis of Kentucky, Edmunds, Hamilton of Texas, 
Howe, Kellogg, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Pool, 





Stewart, and Stockton—24, 
So the motion to recommit was not agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the amendment of the Senator from 
Wisconsin, [Mr. Carpenter. ] 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
nays on that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken resulted—yeas 17, nays 31; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Boreman, Brownlow, Car- 
penter, Chandler, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Ferry 
of ans Flanagan, Gilbert, Morrill of Maine, 
Osborn, Patterson, Sawyer, Scott, and Thurman--17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blair, Caldwell, Clayton, Davis of 
West Virginia, Fenton, Frelinghuysen,Goldthwaite, 
Hamilton of Maryland, Hamlin, Harlan, Hill, Hitch- 
cock, Johnston, Lewis, ‘Logan, Norwood, Nye, Pome- 
roy, Rice, Robertson, Schurz, Spencer, Stevenson, 
Sumner, Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, West, Wilson, 
Windom, and Wright—31. 

ABSENT— Messrs. Alcorn, Anthony, 
Buckingham, Cameron, Casserly, 
Davis of Kentucky, Edmunds, Ferry of Connecticut, 
Hamilton of Texas, Howe, Kellogg, Kelly, Morrill 
of Vermont, Morton, Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, Sauls- 
bury, Sherman, Sprague, Stewart, and Stockton—25, 


Mr. LOGAN. It does seem to me that so || 80 the amendment was rejected. 
far as the general proposition is concerned The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
the Senate understands it just as well now as || from Michigan {Mr. CuanDLEr] has an amend- 
it will after any committee has come here from || ment still pending. 
Michigan or Chicago or anywhere else. Sev- Mr. CARPENTER. I call for the yeas 
eral committees intimated a desire to come || and nays on that amendment. 
from Chicago to be heard before the Senate Mr. CHANDLER. I thought those two 


The ques- 





Bayard, 
Cooper, Cragin, 


to the localities where the fire occurred. As | 


| should be applicable also to the burnt dis- | 


The | 
yeas and nays will be now taken on the motion | 


YEAS—Messrs. Blair, Chandler, Cole, Conkling, | 


Hamilton of Maryland, Norwood, Osborn, and | 


Virginia, Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, Frelinghuy- | 
sen, Hamlin, Harlan, Hill, Hitchcock, Johnston, | 
Kelly, Lewis, Logan, Morrill of Maine, Nye, Patter- | 
> cn 3 2s haw | 
I ice, Robertson, Schurg} Spence ri 
had gone all over the United States the case || Stevenson, Sumner, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, | 


Bayard, | 
Buckingham, Cameron, Casserly, Cooper, Cragin, | 


Pratt, Ramsey, Saulsbury, Scott, Sherman, Sprague, 


I ask for the yeas and | 
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collection districts where the fire occurred in | 


equally destroyed in Michigan, the relief | 





















January 24 


ee ee ee eee re nee ee 


amendments were united, mine and the amend 
ment of the Senator from Wisconsin. My ¢9), 
league’s amendment, I believe, is the only ong 
that is left. ™ 

Mr. CARPENTER. The amendment ,¢ 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr: Cuanpio. 


NDLER] 
has not been voted upon. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The last ques. 
tion, as the Chair is informed by the Secrs. 


tary, as he was not in the chair when jt wag 
proposed, was upon the amendment of jh, 
Senator from Wisconsin to the amendment of 
the senior Senator from Michigan, and if 4), 
senior Senator persists in his amendmen: 
that is the amendment now before the Sey: 
ate. The Secretary did not understand hig 
as accepting the amendment of the Senato, 
from Wisconsin. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I did accept it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the amend. 
ment offered by the Senator from Michigan 
on the left [Mr. Ferry] will be regarded g; 
pending. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. The third goo. 
tion of this bill proposes to authorize the Com. 
missioner of Internal Revenue ‘‘to suspend 
the collection of such taxes as may have beer 
assessed or as may have accrued prior to ths 
%th of October, 1871, in the first collectio, 
distcict of the State of Illinois against any per. 
son residing or doing business and ownine 
property in that portion of the city of Chicago 
recently destroyed by fire.’’ I propose to 
amend by including the second, fourth, fifth, 
and sixth collection districts of Michigan, 
four collection districts out of six in the State 
wherein fires occurred. If this be a correct 
basis of action in the city of Chicago, it strikes 
me that we have a parallel case in Michigan, 
I send the amendment to the Chair. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I misunderstood the 
Senator from Wisconsin. It seems that his 
amendment included quite a number of towns 
which I did not accept, and I should like to 
have a vote on my amendment. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. Then I move 
mine as an amendment to the amendment of 
my colleague. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The amené- 
ment of the senior Senator from Michigan 
{Mr. CHANDLER] will be regarded as pending, 
which is to add to the amendment reported by 
the Finance Committee a proviso ‘‘that the 
provisions of this act shall extend to Holland 
and Manistee in the State of Michigan.”’ 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. I withdraw my 
amendment temporarily, as it is upon an en- 
tirely different section, until the vote is taken 
upon the amendment of my colleague. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Then the ques: 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Michigan, applying the provisions of this act 
to the towns of Holland and Manistee in the 
State of Michigan. 

Mr. CARPENTER. On that amendment 
I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. THURMAN. It seems to me that the 
action of the Senate in voting down the amend: 
ment of the Senator from Wisconsin places 
the friends of this bill ina very awkward posi 
tion. Ican conceive of no possible ground 
upon which this bill can pass that is not equally 
applicable to and does not equally support the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Wis- 
consin. It is putting the Senate in a very 
ungracious position to make a distinction be- 
tween sufferers in Wisconsin and Michigan and 
those in Illinois and saying we will do for one 
what we will not do for the other. I voted 
against recommitting this bill to the Commiitee 
on Finance, but if these amendments, which 
stand precisely upon the ground of the original 
bill, which are equally meritorious, are to be 
voted down, I for one am willing to refer the 
bill back to the Committee on Finance that 
they may hear whatever may be said by any 
sufferers and report a bill accordingly. 


le 


1872. 


——— 


Mr. C 
ol ly can 
hetween 
ofiered | 
Chicago 
why tha 
ferré d i 
section 
son. &P 
at Chie 
a price 
buildin: 
of this 
a very 
greal p 
have b 
enjoy i 
‘In th 
such tl 
try is 1 
stance 
count 
there 
attrac’ 
suffer 
back 
and a 
will h 
cago, 
invitil 
every 
Mr. f 
out a 
Chie: 
year : 
men 
the s 
objec 
with 
stren 
tne ¢ 
neve 
Th 
tinct 
line- 
Chir 
prec 
the 
shal 
whi 
in 0 
N 
cust 
tha 
spo 
a qi 
det 
be 
pos 
it 1 
pas 
thi 
co! 
Wil 


the 
thi 


all 
of 
pr 
of 
ur 








y 24, 


tes 
amend. 

My eo}, 
only One 


nent of 
\NDLER] 


St Ques. 
> Seere. 
2 it Wag 
Of the 
ment of 
d if the 
1dment, 
he Sen. 
nd him 
Senator 


amend. 
Ich Igan 
rded as 


ird Sec. 
e Com. 
uspend 
ve beer 
' to the 
lectioy 
ny per- 
OWlling 
‘hicago 
jose to 
, fifth, 
thigan, 
e State 
Correct 
Strikes 
higan, 


od the 
iat hig 
‘towns 
like to 


move 
ent of 


mend- 
chigan 
nding, 
ted by 
ut the 
olland 


Ww my 
in en: 
taken 


ques: 
from 
is act 
in the 


iment 


ut the 
nend- 
laces 
posi- 
ound 
ually 
"t the 
Wis- 
very 
n be- 
: and 
one 
‘oted 
ittee 
hich 
rinal 
o be 
the 
that 
any 


1872. 


a . 


eS CUFT 


Mr. CARPENTER. One word only. Not 
only can there be no distinction in principle 
hnetween the cases of the towns which I have 
offered to provide for by this amendment and 
Chieago, but there are many considerations 
whv that agricultural district should be pre- 
ferred in a bill of this kind. By the second 
ection of this bill it is provided that any per- 
con. a man who was not a sufferer by the fire 
at Chicago, may go there and buy a lot at such 
4 price a8 he can obtain it for and erect a 
building upon it this year and have the benefit 
of this drawback. There is very likely to be 


q very great abuse of this law. There is a | 


creat premium offered to men to go there who 


have been no sufferers, buy up property, and | 


»njoy it. 

ai the agricultural districts of Wisconsin no 
such thing is to be apprehended. Our cow - 
try ig inviting enough under ordinary circum 
stances, but desolated and burned over seven 
counties consecutively as it is now, by fire, 
there is very little danger that men will be 
attracted there to build who have not been 
sufferers on the soil. 
back to their ruined and smoldering homes 


and attempt to reconstruct them, and they | 


will have the benefit of the act, whereas Chi- 
cago, a great commercial center, is constantly 
inviting capital and emigration of capital from 
every part of the United States. Suppose 
Mr. Astor, from New York, to-morrow goes 
out and buys up the whole burnt district of 
Chicago, and proposes to rebuild it within a 


year; he gets the benefit of this act, and the | 


men whose buildings were destroyed never get 
the slightest benefit from it. That isthe grand 
objection to this bill, an objection which applies 


with great strength to Chicago but has no | 
strength with reference to Wisconsin, because | 
the circumstances are so different that the case | 


never would be the same. 
The idea that the Senate will draw a dis- 


tinction in dispensing its charities upon a State | 


line—for that is what it comes to—and that 
Chicago shail be relieved, and sufferers in 
precisely the same category, smarting under 
the same fire induced by the same causes, 
shall not be relieved, marks a distinction here 
which I do not believe the Senate will persist 
in marking. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have avoided the dis- 
cussion of this bill because I have felt all along 
that unless as an appeal to the charity, the 
spontaneous charity of the Senate, it was not 
a question that would bear perhaps the closest 
debate; but I desire to say that if this bill is to 
be loaded down by amendments like that pro- 
posed by the Senator from Wisconsin, | think 


it will create a very serious difficulty in the | 


passage of the bill itself. The provisions of 
this bill extended to these small towns in Wis- 
consin and Michigan that have suffered by fire, 
will be of no benefit whatever to them. 

Mr. CARPENTER. ‘Then it cannot harm 
the United States. 
that costs us nothing, on that theory. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the Senator will 
allow me to get through. What is the object 
of this bill for the relief of Chicago? Itis to 
prevent persons who are now in the possession 
of building material on hand from extorting 
unreasonable prices from those who have sut- 
fered by the fire. ‘lhat is the only purpose. 
(he amount of actual relief that will be paid 
by the United States to the sufferers by the 
fre at Chicago, under this bill will be compar- 
atively small. In the case of Portland, Maine, 
the whole amount paid was only $21,000. The 
purpose and chief benefit of the bill will be to 
prevent those who now have possession of 
building-material near Chicago or in Chicago, 
that is, lumber, brick, and heavy materials, 
from demanding large prices for that.material 


which must be used at once in repairing and 


rebuilding Chicago. 
Now take the case of Peshtigo, in the State 
of Wisconsin. There was a calamity unex- 
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| ampled. 


| ships. 
| country, burned everything up. 


The farmers will come | 








It is a show of generosity | 








I do not remember to have heard or 
read of a story similar to that, where a town 
was overtaken by flames leaping in the air and 


| consumed in a very short period of time anda 


great many people destroyed. 

Mr. THURMAN. Will my colleague allow 
me to interrupt him to correct a misapprehen- 
sion he is under? He supposes the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Wisconsin applies 
only to villages and towns. It applies to town- 
The flames extended over the whole 


Mr. CARPENTER. Certainly; farm-houses, 
everything. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My argument only be- 
comes stronger, as my colleague will see. 
What benefit is it to say to the people in those 


|| remote lumber regions, because these fires 


only occurred in the lumber regions, that they 
may import lumber from Canada free of duty, 


Is that the kind of relief that you will extend 
to those people? In Chieago it is different. 
In the very region of these towns suddenly 
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| repairing that destruction. 


| remoter towns and remoter regions. 
|| therefore, with my colleague, thatif the Senate 
|| should add to this bill various towns scattered 


| 
i! 
| 


burnt up by this marvelous fire there is still | 


lumber all around that can be at once supplied 
to them. 

Therefore, if you desire, as I do from the 
bottom of my heart, to give relief to those vil- 


States, and distribute that relief in such a way 
as would be fair and just. But the relief you 
give to Chicago is not merely the money you 


smallest portien of it; but it is to enable them 
by extending the line of their operations, the 


reach of their market, to get brick,lumber and | 
various other materials from a more distant | 


source free of duty, and thus bring a competi- 
tion to meet those who are now monopoliz- 
ing the market in building materials. That 
reason does not operate in favor of these small 
towns, because there there is not such an at 
tempt to domineer the market as to prevent the 
sale of building materials at fair prices. 

The truth is, that in many of these towns the 


chief property destroyed was in large lumber | 


mills, which were suddenly consumed and de- 
stroyed, and those lumber mills are now pro- 


ducing more |umber than ever before; and ny | 


deliberate conviction is, from a careful inves- 
tigation of the whole matter, that withina year 
from this time lumber will be cheaper than it 
was a year ago, simply because the amount 
of lumber being produced this winter is greater 
than ever before, and probably the market will 
be overstocked. But in the meantime those 
now embarking in building in Chicago have 
to pay enormously increased prices, and the 
chief benefit and object of this bill is by ex- 
tending the range of the market to enable thein 
to get brick and lumber and other materials 
from Canada, and probably they may be able 
to purchase iron and such other material as 
enter into building at cheaper rates by having 
the market of the world to supply them. One 
of the wonders of this fire is that the very 
severity of the destruction, the consumption 
of such vast amounts of goods, dry goods, gro 
ceries, lumber, &c., created an extraordinary 
demand, and raised the price of the very arti- 
cles that are absolutely necessary to rebuild 
the city. The object, therefore, is to give 
them a broader’ market from which to draw 
these things to them. 

I do not believe that the Government of the 
United States will lose materially by the pas- 
sage of this bill. Why? The rebuilding of 
Chicago is an additional demand made upon 
the world for labor and for materials. If 
Chicago had not been destroyed by fire, it 
would not have been rebuilt; and the various 
articles produced, not only in this country, but 
in the countries of the world, would have been 
used in building other towns and villages, and 


| lages and towns, and even cities like one of those | 
|| in Michigan, the only proper way would be to 
| take the money from the Treasury of the United 


enlarging Chieago. Now, not only is there a 
demand for building other towns and extend- 
ing Chicago, but here is a sudden demand 
made by the fire itself for materials used in 
That. creates an 
extraordinary demand, tresh importations. 

lt seems to me under the circumstances we 
might temporarily suspend for one year the 
operation of our law levying duties on im. 
ported goods, merely to meet this extraordin- 
ary emergency; but if you extend it to these 
smaller towns in the lumber regions, you ex- 
tend a mode of remedy applicable to Chicago 
and Portland, but not applicable to these 
L say, 


through Michigan and Wisconsin, | am free 
to admit that the mode of relief presented by 


|| this bill is not the mode best suited for the 
or brick from some place free, or any other | 
| building material from some foreign port free? 


purpose, and | should therefore vote for the 


|| recommittal of the bill, with the view of having 


proper amendments made. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Does the Senator make 
that motion? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Notat all. LI hope the 
bill will pass without any amendments; but 
if amendments are placed upon it, I shall 


| undoubtedly vote for the recommitment. 


Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator made an 
excellent argument in favor of recommitting 


|| the bill, and has stated a fact which | desired 


to bring out before the committee, and that is 
that the enormous destruction of lumber has 


| necessitated the throwing of double the quan- 


| tity that was ever before known on the market. 
give in the way of retunding duties ; that is the | 


Lumber will be cheaper, necessarily, next year 


| than it has been for the last six, seven, or 


eight years. ‘The Senator has given a good 
reason why the bill should be recommitted. 





|| apply to the people in those towns. 





| 


If a gross injustice has been done to those who 


| certainly have suffered as much as the people 
| of Chicago, and many of them more, | think 
| he has given a good reason why the bill should 


be recommitted, and the action of the com- 


| mittee reéxamined. 


Mr. CORBETT. This bill not only pro- 
vides for a remission of duties, but it also 
authorizes the Commissioner of Internal Reve- 
nue to suspend the collection of taxes that 
have been assessed after acertaintime. These 
| taxes have been assessed upon these towns 
and cities in Wisconsin and Michigan precisely 
the same as they have been in Chicago, and 
it seems to me that that provision ought to 
| know 


|| very weil that the outburst of generosity was 


| extended to Chicago first. ‘he case was so 





| extraordinary, the fire was so immense, that 
| the Chicago suffering was brought to the notice 
of the people throughout the United States 
|} and other countries more prominently than 


| that caused by these other fires. 


| These people in Michigan and Wisconsin 


| are greater sufferers in proportion than the 


people in Chicago, for this reason: Chicago 
is now being rebuilt, or will be very soon, by 
the contribution of some sixty or seventy mil- 
lion dollars, it is estimated, from all sections 
of the country, through our insurance com- 
panies, from every town almost in the Uni- 
ted States of any importance; not only from 
wealthy people but from widows and érphans, 
people who have had their money invested in 
these insurance stocks. All of them are now 
contributing to rebuild Chicago. I doubt 
whether there is the same amount of insurance 
in proportion upon these small towns in Mich- 
igan as there was upon Chicago. [I think in 
large cities there is generally larger insurance 
in proportion than there is in the country, 
from the fact that they suppose their country 
places are exempt from fire to a great extent, 
except from their own carelessness 

This has been a very extraordinary case, 
and it seems to me it is due to the Senate of 
the United States, if they are going to pass 
the bill, to extend the same relief to these 
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small towns. 


untary contribution of the people. A small 
portion of that sum toward the end, I believe, 
was sent to these towns in Wisconsin and 
Michigan. I cannot see why we should not 
extend the same degree of relief to these 
towns. I wish to vote for both of these prop- 
ositions to relieve not only Chicago, but these 
other towns. If it does not amount to much, 
it taxes us but little. If it does amount to 
something, it extends just that measure of 
relief to those towns, and it makes those peo- 
ple feel that they have been recognized. If 
we do not recognize them, (and they are re- 
quired to pay their portion of these taxes in 
other ways; they are paying, in the duties col- 
lected in other ways, their proportion to pay 


for those which are remitted in favor of Chi- | 
I repeat, | 


cago,) they may feel hard about it. 
| think we ought to extend this relief to these 


sinall towns, and I shall vote for the amend- | 


ment. 


Mr. WINDOM. 


strued or misunderstood, and therefore desire 


to say that I voted against it because I wish | 


each of these propositions to stand upon its 
own merits; and further, for the reason stated 
by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. SuHermay, | 


that I believe a more appropriate and effect- | 
ive relief can be found for those smaller places ; | 
and whenever the Senators from Michigan and | 
Wisconsin shall introduce a bill for that pur- | 


pose I will most cheerfully vote for it. 

I shall vote for the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Michigan on my right, [ Mr. 
Ferry, ] because | think that it is as appro- 
priate to the small towns and country places 
as to Chicago; I am desirous to assist all of 
them; but | believe a more appropriate rem- 
edy can be found. I am not willing to be 
placed in the position of opposing either. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. 
the attention of the Senate more especially to 
the remarks made by the Senator from Ohio. 


The object of this bill is designedly to prevent | 
the rise in the price of lumber, as well as other || 
I invite attention, in sup- | 
port of the position the Senators from Michi- | 


building material. 


gan have taken on this question, to the argu- 


ment presented by the Senator from Illinois 
who introduced the bill, [Mr. Locan.] He | 


said that the object was not particularly to 
cheapen the price of imported brick, but to 
affect the market in that locality; in other 
words, that there had been a conspiracy to 
raise the price of that material, and the object 
of this bill was to hold a governmental dread, 
if | may so express myself, over the price of 
brick. If the argument is tenable in that case, 
certainly it must be in the case of lumber. 
Now let us look atit fora moment. A man 
proposes toerect a building, and he applies to 
a lumberman in the city of Chicago. 
the price of lumber. Suppose it to be fifteen 
dollars per thousand, if you please. He asks 
the question, ‘** Has this lumber been import- 
ed?’’ The dealer says, ‘‘No; my lumber is 
manufactured in the States.’’ Then the pur- 





I am unwilling that my | 
vote, already given on the amendment of the | 
Senator from Wisconsin, should be miscon- | 








I desire to call | 








He asks | 
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That 
must practically be the tendency of the bill, 
and it is on that account that I have been com- 


|| pelled to call attention to the project in the 
remarks which I submitted to the Senate. As 


I stated to the Senator from Illinois, it was 


They having agreed to the 
proposal, and then repudiated it, I stand upon 
the broad basis of taking the ground that if 
they are to be relieved, then certainly the bur- 
den shall not be rolled upon Michigan, which 


supplies three fourths of the lumber sold in | 
the market of Chicago, and was so prompt to || 


tender substantial relief. 

It seems to me the Senator from Ohio must 
see, as the country will see, that this bill prac- 
tically fixes the rates at which lumber is to be 
sold in market. It is no wonder, therefore, 
that dealers in the article send their dis- 
patches here and appeal to the Senate to 


pause before it adopts a measure of this kind, | 


calculated to destroy an interest so great and 
vital as this is to the State of Michigan; and 


we, as representatives of that State, should | 


be false to our duty if we did not rise here 
and ask fora modification of this measure. I 
therefore reiterate to the Senator from Illinois 
to aggregate a sum upon the precedent estab- 
lished in the case of Portland, based upon the 


amount of property destroyed, and upon that || 


basis donate a sufficient sum from your Treas- 
ury, and let it be distributed equally by your 
revenues over all the States, and not compel 
Michigan, because she supplies this large 
quantity of lumber, to bear this additional 
burden, for it will become a serious burden to 
her people. 

As I have not taken up much of the atten- 
tion of the Senate heretofore, I may as well 
say, while I am up, that the very placein which 
I live was one of the first to send provisions and 
other aid to Chicago. The mayor of Detroit, 
promptly sent a dispatch, offering to send 


| cooked food, and I replied, ‘* Send all you ean,”’ 


and that city did so send, and so did other 
cities, mine as well as others of the State. We 
had a city twenty miles from that in which I 
reside which was entirely destroyed save a 
brick academy and surrounding buildings, 
which stood, the only monument of where the 
city once was; and yet we asked no contribu- 
tion for that, but gladly and gratefully acknowl- 


throughout the whole country, for which we 
gave our thanks. We therefore ask no special 
aid of Congress, unless you give aid to Chicago. 
If you do that, we, and other towns having 
contributed for the relief of the sufferers in 
Chicago, ask that you shall also grant the same 
relief tous. If it isa just measure for Ghicago 
it is equally a righteous measure for Michigan. 
As has been well stated here, Wisconsin has 
lost relatively more in life and property than 


chaser says, ‘‘ My interest is to purchase im- '| either; and if I were to yield at all, it would 


ported limber.’’ He goes to the next dealer, 
and so on perhaps through the market of 
Chicago until he finds an importing dealer, 
and failing to find such a dealer he then sends 
to Canada and imports his lumber, because 
on all importations of that material he secures 
a rebutement of two dollars and over, or twenty 
per cent., which is the duty on lumber. 

It will be seen by Senators that this practi- 
cally fixes the price of lumber in the market 
of Chicago. Its effect is not merely upon the 
amount consumed in the erection of these build- 
ings, butit is telling the dealers in lumber that 


as lumber for Chicago reconstruction shall be | 


purchased in Canada, that the deduction of 
duty may be realized the price must accord- 





be to that State rather than to Chicago or my 
own. 

I have not forgotten that millions of money 
have been contributed to Chicago, and I learn 
from one of the Chicago relief committee that 
eight thousand buildings already have been 
built by the money contributed by the people 
throughout the country. These buildings are 
doubtless ordinary and temporary, but never- 
theless sheltering many and affording immedi- 
ate relief to thousands. Michigan was the one 
that fixed the price of that lumber by stepping 
into the market and insisting that the price 
should not be exorbitantly raised. Now, after 
such a generous act, it is proposed that she 
shall feel this burden by exacting from her 


| breast at the disastrous spectacle, and | would 
doing violence to my own feelings now to offer || 
any seeming objections, inasmuch as I had taken || 
the most practical method of meeting the issue | 
| when I appealed to the dealers in Chicago, 
when they had the material, to meet the ques- | 
tion and provide for fifty million feet at prices | 
| before the fire. 





| ing its interests very materially. 
edged the generosity of voluntary contributors || 
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Some two or three million dol- || ingly be reduced, for this competition neces- || resources this twenty per cent. of dut 
lars have been sent to Chicago as the vol- || sarily bringsdown the price of lumber upon all || benefit of Chicago sufferers. 
|| sales in market below a paying rate. 


Y for the 


[am not to be driven from my position by 
any one claiming more humanity or sym} 
for this great calamity. 1 was there and 
nessed it. The same feelings that animate 
Senators from Illinois were aroused jy 


Mathy 
Wit- 
the 


my 


do all that is practically expedient, nay g 


: pe ener. 
ous, for Chicago. 


I withheld my amendmey; 


| to this bill hoping it might pass without amend. 


ment; that Chicago alone, the great centra 
city of the West, might feel this generous ac 
on the part of the Government; but since the 
claims of other places have been presented. | 


| feel it my duty to press those of Michigan, and 
| Lappeal to the Senate, that if relief is give, 
| LL: ° . 2 - ul 
to Chicago it should be given to Michigan. 
| more especially, as was well said by the Sep. 


ator from Oregon, in the manner proposed }y 
the amendment which I intend to offer; and | 
think Senators cannot escape the position tha 
since upon the basis of property taxes haye 
been assessed by this Government, and upoy 
the destruction of that property it is proper 
that those taxes shall be remitted by the Goy. 
ernment, then be just and treat all alike. [f 
property has been destroyed in Michigan and 
destroyed in Chicago, relieve both equally, 
and not treat one generously and the other 
invidiously. Ruins confront you in the one 
vase as well as the other, and would you take 
from one and give to the other? Justice 
insists not. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will detain the Senate but 
a moment, and I rise merely to correct astate- 
ment of the Senator from Michigan, [ Mr. 
Ferry.] I must confess that I have been sur- 
prised two or three times to-day at what he 
has said. I had looked on him as one of the 
right-hand men in favor of the passage of this 


| bill. 


Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. I ask the Sen- 


ator now to state whether [ am not in favor 


| of it, and whether he has not evidence him- 
| self that 1 am a supporter of his bill. 


I ask 
him to say whether | was not originally against 
amendments to the bill; but as I stated (and | 


| repeat my language now) other amendments 


having been made, I felt that I should be neg- 
ligent to the interests of my State, and want- 
ing in duty, if [ failed to present an amend- 
ment of this kind. 

Mr. LOGAN. I am not speaking of the 
amendment, nor do I say the Senator from 
Michigan will not vote for the bill, but I say 
that I understood him to be one of the right 
hand men for the passage of the bill originally, 
and | cannot understand his speech as advanc- 
Now, with 
his point on lumber and his idea that Michigan 
is so seriously affected by this bill, he of course 
cannot conscientiously vote for it. That is his 
argument. This thing of making an argument 


| in one direction and voting in the other is not 


the best mode of proceeding, in my judgment. 
| hope the Senator will not consider that when 
1 say this I mean anything offensive, but I 


| want the bill either to pass or be defeated. | 
| want to see its friends vote for it because it is 


right, and its enemies vote against it because 
they think it is wrong. ; 

The Senator himself is the man from whom 
I first got the information in reference to the 
lumbermen having put up the price of lamber 
four dollars a thousand immediately on the 
occurrence of this fire, and now he says the 
bill is to affect the price of lumber. So it 
is, but the price of lumber was put up beyond 
the duties on lumber. The duties on Jumber 
being two dollars or two dollars and a half 4 
thousand, I do not remember exactly which, 
they put up the price four dollars. ‘This will 
not, of eourse, reduce it below the amount 
of duties paid. It will bring it down to that 
level. What effect will that have on the gen- 
tleman’s friends in Michigan? 


Mr. FERRY, of Michigan, If the Senator 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


asks for a reply I will say to him that the tricts. I do notdoubtit, however; but at the 


proposition enforced and carried out, so faras 
the relief commuttte of Chicago was con 
cerned, of keeping the price that was fixed 
on lumber before the fire, has compelled the 
jealers of Chicago, against their intention, to 
<e|] lumber at the old price. I will say fur- 
ther, that the position taken by a concern from 
\Vichigan—what the concern is I will not state, 
because the gentleman has been so kind as to 
allude to the fact—held the price ef lumber 
there. The statement made by the Senator 
‘s not correct, that the price went up four dol- 


lars. ‘The intention was to raise it four or five 


dollars, but the proposition from Michigan | 


prevented it from going to that height. It 
having been sold at the old price, it is now 
proposed to reduce it two dollars or two and 


a half, the amount of the duty, because that | 


affects the price. 
Mr. LOGAN. 


the price or whether it will reduce it at all or 
not; | only want a vote on the bill; I want it 
decided. 1 want its friends to vote for it and 
its enemies to vote against it. There is no 
yse in gentlemen talking on one side and 


yoting on the other; knifing the bill indirectly 
They may think | 


and pretending to be for it. 
this is rather offensive to them, but I mean 
what I say about it. If gentlemen want to 
defeat the bill, let them defeat it by their 
yotes, and not in any other way. 

Now, why is it that we object to amend- 
ments to this bill? I stated the reason 
awhile ago. 
will cause it to go back to the House of Kep- 
resentatives and there bring up a discussion 
that may affect the bill. 
cause the defeat of the bill; I hope not; but 
itmaydo so. If the Senator from Michigan, 
for whom I have the highest respect, and the 
Senator from Wisconsin, for whom I have 
equal respect, desire to introduce bills in favor 
of their constituents residing in any towns, or 
any districts in their States that have suffered 
and are entitled to the relief we ask for Chi- 
cago, I will vote for it if it is so presented and 
so shown to any committee or to this House 
without a committtee; and not only will I 
vote for it, but I will do everything I can to 
insure its passage. 

This bill has been before the Senate and 
the House of Representatives for nearly two 
months; and now after this lapse of time, 
when we bring it up, it is, | will not say op- 
posed, but every kind of proposition is attempt- 
ed to be saddled on it; every little town, every 
hamlet, every district, is attempted to be sad- 
dled on this bill. Why do not the gentlemen 
introduce bills for their own constituents in- 
stead of taking a whole day here in their speeches 
opposing a bill and at the same time declaring 
that they are for it? 

[ do not want to discuss the bill any further, 
but 1 do hope the Senate will pass it without 


amendment and take up these other proposi- | 
tions when properly presented and let them, | 


if they are entitled to support, have their sup- 


port, and doubtless they are; at least 1 do not | 


dispute it, I know nothing about it, except 
what I have seen in the newspapers. If they 
are not meritorious, do not let this bill carry 
them through because it is meritorious. 

We have had contrasts of the suffering in 
Wisconsin and Michigan with that in Chicago. 
Ihave no contrast to make. God knows the 


suffering has been enough everywhere to arouse | 


the sympathy of the whole world. I do not 
propose to make any invidious distinctions or 
contrasts. I have nothing to say about how 
much or how little either of these States has 
lost. They have all lost enough. Let each 
One stand upon its own merits without attempt- 
ing to carry four congressional districts out of 
six of Michigan on this bill. 

Ido not know, except from the gentleman’s 
Statement, that the fire swept over four dis- 





I do not wish to discuss the | 
amount of reduction that this bill will make in | 


It is because the amendments | 


1 do not say it will | 








re 


same time almost two months have elapsed ; 
certainly time enough to have the evidence 
taken and presented before the committee with 
a bill. The estimates so faras Chicago is con- 
cerned have been shown here by figures. Esti- 
mates have been made to show the amount of 
money that has been contributed to Chicago. 
Instead of building eight or nine thousand 
buildings, the money has not been enough to 
feed the hungry mouths of that city during the 
cold weather that has existed and will exist 
during this winter. I wish eight or nine thou- 
sand buildings had been erected since that fire 
by the money of anybody; I would be glad if 
I knew that to be so; but living there and 
meeting men from there every day, I am sat- 
isfied the gentleman is mistaken, though I 
know he does not desire to make a statement 
that is not correct. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. As a question 
of fact, 1 merely stated that a member of the 


relief committee of Chicago has so written me, | 


that eight thousand buildings, with the money 


contributed and in the custody of that com- | 


mittee, had been erected. I give it as his 


statement. I have his letter. 
Mr. LOGAN. I suppose he meant shan- 
ties. He certainly did not mean buildings. 


There has been no time to erect nine thousand 
buildings that a man would call buildings in 
a city. They have erected barracks and sheds, 
and things of that kind; but talk not to me 
about nine thousand buildings, such as were 
there before, being built! It is impossible. 
No buildings of any kind have been put up, 
except shanties—mere board shanties put up 
on ends and nailed together, that no man 
could call a building in a city. 

I hope, Mr. President, we may have a vote. 
I do not want to discuss the bill any further. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will call the roll on the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan, [Mr. CHaNnbLer, ] adding 
Holland and Manistee. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 17, nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Boreman, Carpenter,Chand- 
ler, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Ferry of Michigan, 


Flanagan, Gilbert, Goldthwaite, Harlan, Osborn, | 


Saulsbury, Sawyer, Stockton, and Thurman—l7. 
NAYS-—-Messrs. Blair, Caldwell, Cameron, Clay- 
ton, Davis of Kentucky, Davis of West Virginia, 
Fenton, Frelinghuysen, Hamlin, Johnston, Kelly, 
Logan, Norwood, Nye, Pomeroy, Rice, Robertson, 
Spencer, Stevenson, Sumner, Tipton. Trumbull, 
Vickers, West, Wilson, Windom, and Wright—27. 
ABSENT — Messrs. Alcorn, Anthony, Bayard, 
srownlow, i 
Edmunds, Ferry of Connecticut, Hamilton of Mary- 
land, Hamilton of Texas, Hill, Hitchcock, Howe, 


Kellogg, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Ver- 


mont, Morton, Patterson, Pool, Pratt, Ramsey, 
Schurz, Scott, Sherman, Sprague, and Stewart—29. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. I now offer my 
amendment, and I wish to call the attention 
of the Senate (in reply toa remark of the Sen- 
ator from Illinois) to the fact that there is no 
latitude given here that will allow the funds to 


be squandered, but the matter is placed under || 


aa . . . . 
the control of the Commissioner of Internal || fully if the Senate had been disposed to do 


tevenue. It applies only to parties who, in 
the opinion of said Commissioner, ‘* have suf- 
fered material loss by such fire.’ Proof is to 
be submitted to the Commissioner before any 
application can be made or responded to. The 
remission will be made upon his judgment, so 
that there will be no danger of any money being 
squandered. Iask that my amendment be read, 
which I have sent to the Chair. 

The Cuier Cierk. It is proposed to insert 
the following clause at the end of the third 
section : 


And the provisions of this section shall extend to 


and be applicable to the second, fourth, fifth, and | 
sixth collection districts of the State of Michigan, | 


and to the cities and towns in the districts in Michi- 
gan aforesaid. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I simply wish to state 
that the amount of property destroyed in the 
agricultural districts is perfectly enormous. 


| amendment. 
| ator from 
| should take care of his own State, I was tak- 


| did not say, 1 do not understand. 


suckingham, Casserly, Cooper, Cragin, | 
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| cannot state exactly the number of acres that 


have been burned over, but certainly more 
than twenty millions, and the amount of prop- 
erty isalmost incalculable. I hope the Senate 
will not decide that a remission of taxes van 
only be made to acity. Ido not believe the 
people of the United States will indorse that 
as a good precedent to set. | believe that the 
time will come when Senators on this floor 
will regret such a precedent, if it be now set. 

Mr. THURMAN. I should like to know 


upon what ground that extension of the sec- 


| tion can be made that would not really apply 


to the fifth district in Wisconsin. 
Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. 1 supposed the 
Senator from Wisconsin would offer a similar 
On the suggestion of the Sen- 
Illinois that each Senator here 


ing care of Michigan. 

Mr. LOGAN. I hope the gentleman will 
state me correctly. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. The Senator 
intimated that, if my recollection serves me. 
I had the Globe here afew moments, and, I 
read his remark saying, in substance, that 


| Michigan should take care of her own in- 


terests. 

Mr. LOGAN. The gentleman made that 
statement once before to-day and I| corrected 
it. Why it is that there should be such a 
great desire to attribute to me something | 
L stated 
yesterday, in reply to the gentleman’s col- 


| league, that | was not the representative of 
| Michigan, and had no charge of it, and that if 


there was no bill in favor of Michigan it was 
not my fault. I said that substantially, but I 


| made no suggestion that the gentleman should 


take care of Michigan. 
Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. I accept the 
correction of the Senator from Illinois, and 


' upon that I think I have acted in taking care 
| of the interests of Michigan. 
| support a similar proposition from Wisconsin, 
| because in my remarks the Senate know that 


I am ready to 


I alluded to Wisconsin, and | said thatif there 
were to be a choice between places, I should 
yield it to Peshtigo. 


Mr. CARPENTER. I move to amend the 


| amendment of the Senator from Michigan, last 


cffered, by inserting in the proper place the 
‘* fifth congressional and collection district of 
the State of Wisconsin.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first ques- 
tion is on theamendment of the Senator from 
Wisconsin to the amendment. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
rejected, there being, on a division—ayes 17, 
noes 21. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the amendment of the Senator from 
Michigan, [| Mr. l’erry. ] 


Mr. CARPENTER. On that I call for the 


| yeas and nays. 


‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. THURMAN. I wish simply to say that 
I would vote for the amendment very cheer- 


equal justice, but as it is perfectly manifest 


| they will not do justice to the State of Wis- 
| consin, I think we might as well come back to 


the original bill. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I have lis- 
tened to all this long debate, and have from the 


| outset been disposed to favor the bill as it was 


reported from the committee. I preferred to 
vote for it in that precise form because we have 
a precedent for it, and because we have found 
that such a law may be easily and readily ad 
ministered by the Treasury Department. The 
bill has been changed already, I believe, by a 
vote of the Senate; but I still think we had 
better adhere to it even with that amendment. 

I will cheerfully vote for the substance of 


| this amendment whenever it shall be incorpor- 


ated in another bill to meet the case. I must 
believe that the statements we have heard in 
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this body of the loss and suffering in Minnesota 
and in Michigan are truthful. Then let us 
have a bill for their relief, and not come in 
here to embarrass this bill by attaching meas- 
ures to it which have received the considera- 
tion of no committee of this body, and to which 
J am very clear we can apply a measure of 
relief in another way better for them than that 
which we seek to apply to Chicago. I have no 
conscientious scruples about reaching either 
otf these cases. 
upon almost any subject in the world, and 


| have no doubt that they are constitutional, | 


and that we may afford relief in either case; 
but | would not complicate them, I 


that these losses in the other States will be 


brought to our attention in another bill, and | 
one which shall be more appropriate. If | 
they are not, then | think the Senators from | 


those States will be (and | know they will not 
be) derelict in their duty. 


on this measure now, and | think we may all 
vote upon that precise principle. I think, 
beside, that the true friends of the bill may 
fear a little those gifts that the Greeks are so 
ready to bring to us. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I like 
these professions of friendship. 
learned the losses of Michigan and Wisconsin, 
after having learned who the losers were, and 
the terrific loss of life and property that has 
occurred there, and after seeing no disposition 


whatever to grant any relief when a gross in- || 
justice has been done, | think we sbail not 


appear here as beggars the second time. If 
we cannot have equal justice we shall surren- 
der any claim, and you will not be troubled 
from Michigan or Wisconsin. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Michi- 
gan | Mr. Ferry] to the third section. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 14, nays 25; «as follows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Ames, Boreman,Carpenter,Chand- 
ler, Conkling, Corbett, Ferry of Michigan, Flana- 


gan, Gilbert, Harlan, Osborn, Sawyer, Stockton, 
and Windom—l4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Blair, Caldwell, Davis of Ken- 
tucky, Davis of West Virginia, Fenton, Frelinghuy- 
sen, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamlin, Hitehcock, 
Johnston, Logan, Norwood, Nye, Pomeroy, Rob- 


ertson, Saulsbury, Spencer, Stevenson, Sumner, 
Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, West, Wilson, and 
W right—2). 

ABSENT—Messrs. Aleorn, Anthony, Bayard, 


Brownlow, Buckingham, Cameron, Casserly, Clay- | 


ton, Cole, Cooper, Cragin, Edmunds, Ferry of Con- 
necticut, Goldthwaite, Hamilton of Texas, Hill, 
Hlowe, Kellogg, Kelly, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Patterson, Pool, Pratt, 
Ramsey, Rice, Schurz, Scott, Sherman, Sprague, 
Stewart, and Thurman—34. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as 
amended. 

Mr. THURMAN. Has the amendment 
reported by the Committee on Finance been 
voted on? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the 
amendment made as in Committee of the | 
Whole. ‘The other amendments made were | 


incorporated into it. The question now is on 
concurring in the amendment madeasin Com- 
mittee of the Whole, which is the proposition 
of the Committee on Finance as amended asa 
substitute for the House bill. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


It was ordered that the amendment be en- 
grossed, and the bill read the third time. 

rhe bill was read the third time. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I call for the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 36, nays 6; as follows: 
_YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Blair, Boreman, Caldwell, 
Carpenter, Clayton,Conkling, Corbett, Fenton, Ferry 
of Michigan, Flanagan, Frelinghuysen,Gilbert, Ham- 
lin, Harlan, Hitchcock, Johnston, Lewis, Logan. 
Nye, Osborn, Pomeroy, Rice, Robertson, Sawyer, 
Spencer, Stockton, Sumner, Thurman, Tipton 


Trumbull, Vickers, West, Wilson, Windom, an 
Wright—36, 


believe | 


I will be with them | 
then, as I am with the Senators from Illinois | 


After having | 
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NAYS—Messrs, Chandler, Goldthwaite, Hamilton 


ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Antbony, Bayard, 
Brownlow, Buckingham, Cameron, Casserly, Cole, 
Cooper, Cragin, Davis of Kentucky, Davis of West 
Virginia, Edmunds, Ferry of Connecticut, Hamilton 
of Texas, Hill, Howe, Kellogg, Kelly, Morrill of 


Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Patterson, Pool, | 


Pratt, Ramsey, Schurz, Scott, Sherman, Sprague, 


| and Stewart—3l. 


Precedents are as plenty as | 
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So the bill was passed. 
POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr. ROBERTSON. I demand the regular 


order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amnesty 
bill (H. R. No. 380) is now before the Senate. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at five 
o'clock and seventeen minutes p. m.) the Sen- 
ate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 24, 1872. 

The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by Rev. W. E. Parsons, of Washington, Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

ATLANTIC AND MISSISSIPPI. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a 
memorial of the General Assembly of the State 
of Georgia in relation to a water communica- 
tion between the Atlantic and Mississippi; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM W. MONTGOMERY. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
a communication from the secretary of State 
of the State of Texas, transmitting a joint res- 
olution of the General Assembly asking Con 
gress tO pass an act giving a pension to the 
widow and minor children of Captain William 
W. Montgomery; which was referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House 


& communication from the Governor of the 
State of South Carolina, transmitting a con- 
current resolution of the General Assembly 
of that State, praying the Congress of the 
United States to remove the political disabili- 
ties of H. W. Carter, A. J. Stinger, and W. 
I’, Coleock, citizens of that State; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 


MACHINERY FREE OF DUTY. 


The SPEAKER announced the appointment 
of Mr. Maynarp, Mr. Kerr, and Mr. SHEL- 
poON as the conferees on the part of the House 
upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
upon the bill (H. R. No. 1062) admitting cer- 
tain machinery, imported from foreign coun- 
tries, free of duty. 

EDUCATIONAL FUND. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour now 
begins at thirteen minutes past twelve o'clock, 
and the House resumes the consideration of 
the bill (H. R. No. 1043) to establish an edu- 
cational fund, and to apply the proceeds of 
the public lands to the education of the peo- 
ple. The pending question is upon the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee, [ Mr. 
Burxer, ] which the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

In section four, line six, after the word “ popula- 


| tion,’’ add the following words: “‘ of the said States 
| and Territories, between the ages of four and twenty- 


one years,”’ 
TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Mis- 
sissippi ae PERCE] is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. HAWLEY. I ask the gentleman to 


permit me to move an amendment to the | 


eleventh section of this bill. 
Mr. PERCE. I will allow it to be read for 
the information of the House. 


{| 
|| The Clerk read the proposed amen 
of Maryland, Norwood, Saulsbury, and Stevenson—. | dment, 


as follows: 


| Add to the eleventh section the following: 

And provided further, That no part of this fang 
shall be used or applied to employ teachers in ot}, 
than common schools, or teachers in other thant 
English language. = 

Mr. PERCE. I cannot yield for that ameng 
| mentnow. I will determine hereafter whether 
| 1 can consent to have it offered and yoj,; 
upon. , 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman desi,,, 
to preserve his bill from being amended he 
must enter some motion that will prevent j;. 
otherwise, when the gentleman takes hig ge; 
the bill will be open to amendment. 

Mr. COGHLAN. I desire to offer 
amendment. 

Mr. PERCE. I cannot yield further now. 
At the proper time amendments can be 
offered. 

The SPEAKER, The pending question jg 
upon the amendment of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [| Mr. ButLer, ] which has been req 
by the Clerk. 

Mr. PERCE. Mr. Speaker, the title of the 
bill and the tirst section give the general jm. 
port of the entire measure. It is to establish 
a general fund, and to apply the proceeds of 
the public lands to the education of the peo. 
ple. ‘The first section provides that the ne 
proceeds of the public lands shall be forever 
consecrated and set apart for the education of 
the people. ‘This country possesses boundless 
wealth in its lands. No nation upon earth has 
so great an extent of public domain, while the 
crown lands of the mightiest kingdoms of 
Europe do not equal in extent one of the many 
counties carved out of our virgin forests and 
prairies. We have, however, wasted this pat- 
rimony. Year by year the lands have been 
diminished by gift, by grant, and by sale to 
our citizens. All moneys received in return 
have been paid out as received for the pur- 
pose of meeting current expenditures; and 
the result is that at the end of each year we 
find our public lands diminished by a certain 
amount, and no more trace thereof remains 
than does of the last year’s snow. We have 
been like spendthrifts, exhausting the prin- 
cipal of our patrimony with no thought of the 
time when, that patrimony gone, we shall no 
longer have a reservoir from whence to draw 
new supplies. 

This bill, Mr. Speaker, provides to some 
extent for the future. Notwithstanding the 
| immense extent of our public lands, at the 
| present rate it is very questionable whether 
fifty years hence the United States will own 
one acre of arable soil. Our public lands have 
been the charity fund of the nation. Should 
a soldier be wounded in the service of his 
country, we give him a quarter section of land. 
If any educational system, particularly in the 
new States, languishes, we give it a grant of 
Jand. If any particular branch of education 
is poor and neglected, we raise it in the 
public estimation and enrich it by gift of the 
public lands. While if any system of internal 
improvement requires material aid by doses 
of public lands, administered in alternate sec- 
tions, we raise the drooping spirits of its pro- 
jectors, and place the enterprise upon a sound 
financial basis. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I make no objection to 
the distribution of the public lands for proper 
purposes. In the last Congress I voted for 
every grant of land I thought proper and cal- 
cuhned to bring about good. I believed then, 
as I do now, that those grants, protected as 
they were, will result in good to the material 
interests of the country without diminishing 
the actual value of the lands to the United 
| States a single dollar. But, sir, in my jug: 
ment the time has come when we should 
| inquire whether it is wise to expend the entire 

proceeds of the public lands from year to year 

as they are received without regard to the time 
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idment when there will be no domain from which to || purposes is not a new or startling measure. I || extend from March 3, 1808, to July 25, 1868, 
receive any revenue whatsoever. All the wants find upon pages 8 and ¥ of the report of the || and embrace the administrations of every 
of these Various interests now existing will || Commissioner of Education a table compiled || President of the United States, save those of 


exist fifty years hence. But at that time, at 


by Hon. Willis Drummond, Commissioner of 


General Washington and General Grant. I 


in other the present rate, the lands will long have been |} the General Land Office, showing all the grants || find that we have during that time donated for 
AD the exhausted. of the public lands and the proceeds of grants |] purposes of public education over seventy mil- 


I desire to say that the application of the 


of public lands made by the United States for 


lion acres of the puablhedomain. I subjoin the 


«9% proceeds of the public lands to educational || purposesof education. I find that in date they |) compilation of which | have spoken: 
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1 Voted , ‘ 7 . cia : 
~— Statement showing the quantity of public lands granted to the several States of the Union, ard reserved in the several Territories by acts of 
i longress, for educational purposes, with the dates of the acts of Congress granting or reserving the same. 
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own Column No. 2 shows the number of acres estimated to be embraced in the grant of sections sixteen to some of the Statés, and sections sixteen and thirty-six 
have to others, for school purposes, also the number of acres estimated to be embraced in sections sixteen and thirty-six, reserved for the same purposes, in the organ- 
all ized Territories, by acts of Congress, the dates of which are given in column No. 3. 
= / Column No. 4 shows the number of acres granted to the States for university purposes, and reserved for the same purposes in the Territories of Washington 
’ ‘i New Mexico, and Utah, by acts of Congress, the dates of which are given in column No. 5. 
and, Column No. 6 shows the numberof acres granted for agricultural and mechanic colleges by acts of Congress, the dates of which are given in column 7, to such, 
the P * : : : . : . ° * : . ° ‘ . : 
of the States as had sufficient publie land within their limits, subject to sale at ordinary private entry at $1 25 per acre, being exclusive of the scrip pro- 
it 01 vided to be issued to the other States of the Union, by the act of Congress of July 2, 1862, and supplemental acts, at the rate of 30,000 acres for each Senator and 
ation Representative in Congress, to which the States were respectively entitled by the apportionment under the census of 1860, as follows, namely; Vermont, 150,000; 
) the acres; Connecticut, 180,000; Rhode Island, 120,000; Kentucky, 330,000; Illinois, 480,000; New York, 990,000; Maine, 210,000; Pennsylvania, 780,000; New Jersey, 
f the 210,000; Massachusetts, 360,000; New Hampshire, 150,000; West Virginia, 150,000; Ohio, 630,000; Maryland, 210,000; Indiana, 890,000; Delaware, 90,000; Tennes- 
srnal see, 300,000; North Carolina, 270,000; Louisiana, 210,000; Virginia, 300,000; Georgia, 270,000; Texas, 180,000; Mississippi, 210,000; South Carolina, 180,000; 
loses Arkansas, 150,000; Alabama, 240,000; Florida, 90,000. Total number of acres represented by scrip, 7,830,000. 
ae The National Teachers’ Association, at their recent meeting in St. Louis, passed the following resolution: ‘*That this Association will look with favor upon 
pro- any plan giving pecuniary aid to the struggling educational system of the South that the General Government may deem judicious.” 
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Nor, sir, is this a measure in advance of || the education of their children. It is curious || their assertions way down to the sources whence 
. ’, ° a ° ° ° 
n to public sentiment. As chairman of the Com- || to observe how these men, of entirely different || they spring, we find them based upon the stead- 
oper mittee on Education and Labor, I can say that || habits of life and thought, whose avocation || fast foundations of incontrovertible, philo 
| for J am in correspondence with almost every one || has been entirely dissimilar, and actuated || sophic truth; that whenever the great mind 
cal- of the prominent educators of the country ; || upon this particular subject by motives entirely || of a people tends, as it does in America, in 
hen, and all are looking to the proceeds of the pub- || unlike, reach conclusions substantially identi- |} one direction, in that direction lies the truth, 
das lic lands for the purpose of stimulating and || cal. The laboring men of this country say || and time alone is requisite for its triumphant 
rial advancing the education of the people. On || this land is theirs, theirs by reason of the fact || establishment and adoption. 
hing the other hand, I am in correspondence with || that four fifths of the country are laboring men | The American laborers say that the public 
’ c po! © col y g ¢ y Ou 
ited almost every prominent leader in the labor || and women, and this Government, based on || lands are theirs, and not only are the public 
idg- questions now looming up into such vast im- || the will of the majority, represents but their | lands theirs, but the proceeds of the public 
yuld portance, not only igthiscountry, but through- |} wishes and wants. | lands are theirs. They say it makes no dif 
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tire out the world, and they are equally unanimous I care not, sir, whether the arguments of || ference how this property is held by the Gov- 
anes in the opinion that the proceeds of the public || the mass of the laboring people appear to be || ernment, whether it consists in public lands 
a the } p . r the g people app ment, whet | 
ime ds should be dedicated to the purposes of || logical or illogical. I know when we trace || or in money, it belongs to them; and upon 
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this subject they cry out as with one voice for 
such a disposition of those lands as will make 


them inure to their benefit through the educa- 


tion of their children. 

Mr. Speaker, if | believed that the estab- 
lishment of a national system of education 
could be made as efficient as the systems of the 
States now in operation, I should have intro- 
duced such ameasure. I believe that in this, as 
in many Other particulars, the Congress of the 
United States are far behind the people. While 
we are called a radical body, we are in fact a 
conservative body, and the people are far 
ahead of us on all these great topics now exer- 
cising their minds. 

I do not know that it is necessary to go into 
the question of the constitutionality of a meas- 
ure providing for a system of national educa- 
tion. Still, as this bill has been attacked upon 
that ground, I propose to say a few words in 
regard to it. 


tution recites that the people of the United | 


States, in order to form a more perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, 
provide for the common defense, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of 
liberty to themselves and their posterity, do 
ordain and establish it for the United States 
of America. Now, sir, I assert the broad fact 
that education is necessary. I will say that 
universal education is necessary to establish 
and perfect the union of this country, neces- 
sary to establish justice, to insure domestic 
tranquillity, provide for the common defense, 
promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessings of liberty to the people, and the Con- 
stitution has sigually failed in securing these 
objects if the power to secure the education of 
the people be not somewhere contained in its 
provisions. The Indians of our forests and 
prairies are as brave a peopleas we are. They 
have proved it in a thousand battles and by 


two centuries of persistent and obstinate resist- 


ance to the encroachments of civilization; and 
yet, before the progress of educated, organized 
manhood, they are vanishing from the face of 
the earth. Given education the Indian element 
of America, now brutal and full of the lust, 
slothfulness, and debasement of ignorance, 
would strengthen and ennoble the American 
character. As itis they mar the symmetry of 
civilization, and are rightfully and righteously 
swept from the passage of enlightenment; 
yet | have met, in my experience, free-born 
American citizens, white men, who in all the 
debasement of ignorance are upon a level with 
the lowest of our Indian tribes. Let such 
ignorance as this sweep across the country, 
and, I ask, where would be our boasted con- 
stitutional privileges? 

I know, sir, that this illustration is far 
fetched and improbable, but being possible it 
demonstrates the statement | make. 

Mr. Speaker, [ find that I am being led away 
from the consideration of the bill before us 
by the questions arising out of the establish. 
ment of a system of national education. I 
know it would be impracticable and unwise to 
supersede the present systems of State instruc- 
tion. The bill submitted does not attempt any- 
thing of the kind, On the other hand, it en- 
courages and strengthens the State systems of 
education under the authority of the States 
and through their political organizations. We 
adopt the system of Horace Mann and of the 
present managers of the Peabody fund by 
offering inducements to the different States 
to advance their present systems of education. 
In the case of the managers of the Peabody 
fund, [ need but state the fact that their in- 
come is but little more than one hundred thou- 
sand dollars. They have offered this to the 
South, saying that if they, the people, would 
raise a certain amount the Peabody tund would 
grant a certain sumin addition thereto, for the 
benefit of their educational interests ; and the 
result has been, that whereas the Peabody 


fund amounts to but little more than. one hun- || needed. 
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|| viding that all the net proceeds of the public | 
he preamble of the Consti- | 








| country from generation to generation, and 


| tion that the amount to be distributed would 


dred thousand dollars, the people of the State 
have been stimulated to raise $500,000 in 
addition, and everywhere throughout all the 
southern country we find the Peabody schools 
dotted here and there, in places where the light 
of education never before penetrated. 

[ propose, sir, to explain the different sec- 
tions of the bill as I go on, and then will yield 
to the gentlemen on the other side of the 
House. The second section simply provides 
for ascertaining the net proceeds of the public 
lands from year to year. The third section 
provides the fund itself. 

In the consideration of this measure, we are 
met by three different methods for providing 
for the disposition of the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands for educational purposes. 

Kirst, there was the method offered by the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Burcaarp, } pro- 


ed 


lands be distributed annually to the different 
States, in accordance with their population, 
for educational purposes. ‘This was open to 
the grave objection that while our lands are 
vast, they are not inexhaustable, and with the 
disposition of the lands themselves all aid to 
educational purposes from the Government 
must cease. 

Now, sir, interest in educational matters 
rises or falls from generation to generation. 
The present generation may be educated, but 
if they lose the stimulus to educate their chil- 
dren, the next generation will grow up in igno- 
rance. This is illustrated in the present con- 
dition of the South. In 1860 war broke out, 
and found many of the children between the 
ages of twelve and fourteen years attending 
schools. By the effects of the war the schools 
were swept away, and many of these children 
before the close of the conflict were in the 
ranks of the army. When they returned to 
their homes they found their families dispersed, 
their fortunes gone, and were obliged to enter 
immediately, without further education, upon 
the work of their lives. And the result is, 
that among the best of our southern people 
many of the young men and young women, 
having had no opportunities of learning during 
the continuance of the war, are entirely unedu- 
cated. This illustrates the fact that we must 
stimulate the educational interests of the 
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to do this a perpetual fund of some kind must | 
be created. 

The second proposition was to constitute a | 
fund from the entire proceeds of the public | 
lands; in other words, to create a fund the 
interest whereof should be distributed among 
the different States. This met with the objec- 


be so small that it would be of no practical 
value during the coming generation and for 
several generations hereafter. 





I have adopted the medium course, and by 
this section provide that one half of the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands shall constitute a 
perpetual fund, to be known as the national 
educational fund; and that the other half, 
together with the interest upon the national 
educational fund, shall be distributed annually 
among the different States for educational pur- 
poses. 

The fourth section provides the manner of 
distribution. We there provide, under the 
amendment which has been offered by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Bur.er, ] for 
the distribution of this fund upon the basis 
of population between the ages of four and 
twenty-one years. The statistics gathered by 
the census of the United States show the fact 
that the number of the population of school- 
age differs materially in different sections of 
the country. We have more children in the 
western and southern than we have in the | 
eastern States, and as the fund is to be ap- | 
plied to the education of the children, I desire | 
to make the application where it is most 
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Section five of the bill provides that Pac 
State and Territory shall be entitled to its shar 
upon anu understanding and agreement that : 
will provide by law for free education to it 
children; but as this question will come 2 
more fully as we proceed to discuss the bill, | 
will pass it for the present. P 

Section six provides for the establishment oy 
schools for the education of teachers. This go. 
tion is inserted in the bill for the reason that i 
was developed upon the hearing of the charoo. 
against General O. O. Howard, in the fons 
Congress, that such a provision was needed. 
One of the charges against him was that he had 
erected the Howard University here, and soy. 
eral other institutions ofa like character jn th, 
southern States, for the education of teachers 
and in the evidence in that case it was showy 
that it was absolutely necessary that such jp. 
stitutions should be established to carry oy; 
the scheme of free public education. We myx 
have teachers as wellas pupils, and while the 
latter swarm throughout our entire land, woe 
find by actual trial that the former can hardjy 
be obtained. It is for this purpose that we 
make it optional with the Legislature to deyot, 
fifty per cent. of the fund received during the 
first year, and ten per cent. of all received dy; 
ing subsequent years, to this especial purpose 
We make it optional because in many of the 
older States normal schools are already estab. 
lished, and of course they do not desire this 
aid, but in the newer States, and in the sou). 
ern States, (which are entirely new upon all 
educational questions,) we leave the Legisla. 
ture to provide for this want. 


Section seven, in connection with section 
nine, gives tone to the entire bill, and to it | 
call particular attention. It provides certain 
conditions. I expect this section, if any, will 
bring out criticism. We have endeavored to 
avoid anything like an interference with the 
system of instruction adopted in the several 
States. We do not intend to interfere in any 
way with such systems. I believe the State 
organizations can be made altogether efficient. 
Some have already reached a high stand-point 
of excellence, and through the system of com: 
yarison afforded by the national Bureau of 
Béntation others are stimulated to a higher 
degree of usefulness. The provisions of this 
bill tend only to stimulate and assist th 
school systems of the various States, and no 
to do away with or obstruct them in any way. 


| But all grants are or should be conditiona 






That is to say, all grants should contain the 
power to coerce the application of the thing 
granted to the purpose intended. ‘To show 
that conditions of sgme kind are necessary, 
we need only refer to the grant made the dif- 
ferent States in aid of agricultural colleges 
under the act of July, 1862. In this connec: 
tion, I beg leave to refer to a letter of Hon. 
Frederick Watts, Commissioner of Agricul: 
ture, which I will make part of my remarks. 
By far the larger portion of the fund created 
by this act of July, 1862, has been diverted 
from its proper course, and the peculiar 
branch of education intended to be, and which 
ought to be and would be benefited by 4 
proper application of the fund, has received 
little or no aid thereby: 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
Wasuineton, D. C., December 29, 1871. 

Sir: In further reply to your letter of the 16th 
instant, I beg to inclose you a list of agricultural 
colleges and schools in the United States. I believe 
every State has signified its acceptance of the pro- 
visions of the act of July 2, 1862, which donates 
public lands to them for the purpose of establishing 
agricultural colleges andschools; butthey have not 
all, indeed very few of them have conscientiously 
complied with the requirements of the law, so far as 
I can learn. To establish agricultural schools 18 
manifestly the purpose of that law, and to divide or 
pervert the fund in aid of the literary schools of the 
country isa fraud uponit. I beg leave to refer you 
to bill No. 520, (House of Representatives,) intro- 
duced by Mr. Terry, of Virginia, suggesting somé 
important amendments which deem essential. 
You will perceive that neither in one bill nor the 
other is there contained any provision by which the 
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snditions of the law may beenforced. A Statemay 
cop’ye sued against her consent; and while the | 
i a scrip may be sold, the process realized and in | 
am treasury of the State, it may not, and I may | 
vid does not, please to establish a school ; and in 
ade sxisting law and that prepared by Mr. Terry 
bere is no remedy given to enforce compliance. 
The amendment I suggest will remedy this. : 

[ beg leave to refer you also to House bill No. 453, 

























reported by Mr. Maynarp, of Tennessee, which is 
excellentin its purpose, and is perhaps all that can 
be done as to that which is past; but for the future 
let the laws which make the donations at the same 
time make provision that the donees shall perform 
their part of the bargain. 

My mind is strongly directed toward the educa- 
tion and improvement of farmers and planters, 
especially in our southern States, and it will always 


Industrial Colleges in the United States. 


Name of college. | 
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give me much pleasure to codperate with your com- 
mittee in whatever may tend to accomplish that 
object. 


have the honorto be, very respectfully, yours, 


FRED. WATTS, 


Commissioner. 


ae., 


Hon. L. W. Perce, Chairman House Committee on 
Education and Labor, Washington, D, 


President. | Location or town, 
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We do not propose that the aid granted by this 
bill shall be trittered away after this manner. 
Wedo intend to do good to the systems of 
education adopted in the various States. 
intend to apply a fund for that particular pur- 
pose and none other. We will not have a fund 
for the benefit of the children of the State turned 
into a corruption fund, subject to the spolia- 


tion of the dishonest politicians of the State of | 


any party. We have therefore provided in sec- 
tion seven that after the first distribution each 
State, Territory, and the District of Columbia 
shall be entitled to its distribution share upon 
compliance with the following conditions: 
first, that it shall have made the provision 
for the education of its children required in 
the fifth section of this act; second, that it 
shall have applied all moneys by it previously 
received under this act in accordance there- 
with; third, that it shall, through the proper 
oflicer thereof, for the year ending the 30th 


day of June last preceding such apportion- | 


ment, make full report of the number of 


schools free to all the children thereof; the | 


number of teachers employed; the number 
of school-houses owned and the number of 
school-houses hired; the total number of chil- 
dren taught during the year; the actual daily 
attendance; and the actual number of months 
of the year schools shall have been main- 
tained in each of the several school districts 
or divisions of said State, Territory, or Dis- 
trict, and the amounts appropriated by the 


Legislature for the purpose of maintaining a || Education shall certify as to each State, Terri- 
| tory, and District whether it is entitled to its 


system of free public schools. 


We | 











I call particular attention to the fact that 
the report called for by the third clause of 
the seventh section concern the year previous 
to the apportionment, and do not in anywise 
affect the basis of apportionment. The basis 
of apportionment is fixed by section four of 
the act upon the population of the State, and 
not upon the report. A State having a popu- 
lation of a million and reporting one school, 
one teacher, and one pupil, in conformity with 
the act, is entitled to the same distributive 
share as another State having the same popu- 
lation and reporting a thousand schools and 
fifty thousand pupils. The report is essential ; 
the character of the report, so long as it follows 
the conditions prescribed, is non-essential. 


the subject of much care and thought; that we 
have largely followed the suggestions of my 
colleague on the committee, [Mr. DunNELL, | 
an educator of large experience and acknowl- 
edged sagacity and wisdom, and we believe 





| 


I may say that this section of the bill was | 


|| that while it does not trench upon the cher- | 


ished rights of the State to provide for the 


'| education of its children, it gives the required | 


|| check upon a grant of this character. 

(| I have carefully examined all the various 
|| grants made by the United States to the dif- 
'| ferent States for educational purposes, and do 
|| not find one in all the list not based upon con- 
| ditions. 

|| Section eight, following up the ideas of sec- 





| Date of acceptance of 
congressional grant. 


December 31, 1868, 
January 30, 1869. 
March 10, 1866. 
March 5, 1869. 
October 30, 1866. 
March 9, 1865. | 
February 24, 1866, | 


October 9, 1862. 
December 14, 1866. 
November 1, 1866, 
February 5, 1864. 


| distributive share of the apportionment under 
| this act; but in order to prevent any favorit- 
| ism, we therein provide for an appeal to Con- 
gress from the adverse decision of the Com- 
missioner. 
| Section nine provides for the distribution 
| within the State of the moneys apportioned, 
| and herein we apply the stimulus directly to 
the school district, by providing that the dis- 
tributive share of each State shall be given to 
such of the school districts therein as shall 
have maintained schools for at least three 
months, leaving with the Legislatures of the 
several States the manner in which a proper 
apportionment shall be ascertained. 

[ find that my voice has entirely given out. 
The remaining sections merely provide the 

| manner in which the several duties and trusts 
shall be executed. I will therefore enter a 
motion to recommit, and yield the balance of 
my time to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Storm. } 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Storm] will be entitled to 
the floor for twenty-three minutes. 

Mr. STORM. Can [ not take the floor in 
my own right for an hour? Will not the 

| chairman of the committee [Mr. Perce] con- 
cede that much to us? 
|| Mr. PERCE. 1 propose that this bill, be- 
ing a very important one, shall be discussed 
| very thoroughly in the House, and that it 


|| tion seven, provides that the Commissioner of || shall keep its place in the morning hour until 


disposed of after a full and thorough debate. 
IT yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
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{Mr. Storm, ] in pursuance of an understand- 
ing we had in the committee-room this morn- 
ing, that after the occupation of such time as 
I saw fit to oceupy the remainder of my hour 
should be yielded to him, to be occupie d this 
morving, as he thought he might be absent 
to-morrow or on subseqnent days. 
to reserve two minutes of my time in which to 
make the motion to recommit the bill. 


[he SPEAKER. The motion to reeommit | 
having been made by the gentleman, has been 
entered. In order that the House may fully 


understand the condition of this bill, 


will state that it is now in the morning hour, 


and the gentleman in charge of it indicates his | 


intention to keep it in the morning hour until 
disposed of. That, of will block the 
receiving of reports from any other committee 
until this has been disposed of. 

Mr. KERR. 
a suggestion to the House, and especially to 
the gentleman [ Mr. Perce] having control of 
this pill. 

The SPEAKER. The time occupied by gen- 
tlemen in endeavoring to make some arrange- 
ment concerning bill will not be taken 
from the time of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [ Mr. Srorm. } 

Mr. KERR. Certainly; that is what I de 
sire. This bill is conceded on all hands to 
be a very important one; and in many of its 
provisions and purposes | believe that most 
of the gentlemen on this side concur. But it 
appears to us over here that some of its pro- 


course, 


this 


visions are immature and very unsafe in their 


present form, and that they ought to be care- 
fully considered and revised. My suggestion 
is that the further consideration of this bill be 


postponed to some day in the future, a week | 


or ten days hence, and made the special order 
in the House at some specified hour, and from 
day to day until disposed of. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I second the suggestion of 
the gentleman from Indiana, [ Mr. KERR. | 
Kivery member of the House must realize the 
fact, if they have given any attention at all to 
the subject, that this bill is a very important 
one in every respect, proposing as it does a 


new policy in regard to the disposition of the | 


proceeds of the public lands. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair feit justified 
in calling attention to the parliamentary situ 
ation of the bill, because the morning hour 
being usually devoted to routine business, 
it is very important that it shall be reserved 
for the transaction of that business. 
Chair will suggest to the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, [ Mr. P’enoE; } if he concurs in the 
proposition of the gentleman from Indiana, 
| Mr. Kerr, } that the understanding should be 
that this bill be made a special order to the 
exclusion of all other orders, so that it shall 
be absolute. 

Mr. BURCHARD. And shall be consid- 
ered in the House as in Committee of the 
Whole. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will not ob- 


I desire || A bill to di 


the Chair | 


} cause 


| the survey 


[would likeright hereto make | 


| of the net proceeds from the sale, entry, 


| from the Sec 
| the Treasury 


| eral States and 


i snid States, 
| ively, to receive s 


The || 
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from Georgia [Mr. McInryre] for three min- 


} 
|} utes. 


Mr. McINTYRBE. I ask the Clerk to read 


| a substitute, which I desire at the proper time 
| to offer for this bill. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


stribute the net proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands of the United States, 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of is United States of America m Congress 
That the net proceeds arising from the 
,€ ntry, location, or other disposition of the pub- 
lic lands of the U nited States be distributed in the 
manner hereinafter set forth. 

5 That the Secretary of the Interior shall 
an account to be taken, upon the closcof each 
fiscal year, and ascertain the amount of expendi- 
tures during that year, incurred in or occasioned by 
sale, location, entry, or other disposition 
of the public lands of the United States, including 


asset Lled 


sale 


EO. 2. 


| appropriations for the expenses of the general and 
| district land offices during such year, and the total 


receipts from the sale or disposition of such lands, 
including all fees received at such offices, and shall 
certify to the Secretary of the Treasury the amount 
loc ation, or 
other disposition of such lands as aforesaid, alter 
deducting such expenses and expenditures. 

Sec. 3. Thatupon the receipt of such certificate 
retary of the Interior, the Secretary of 

shall cause the net proceeds of said 
sales of public lands to be: apportioned to the sey- 
Territories of the United States, and 
to the District of Columbia, upon the basis of popu- 
lation of the last preceding general census of the 
United States; and the amount so apportioned to 
said States, Territories, and said District of Colum- 
bia, respectively, shall be turned over and delivered 
to such agent or otber officer of said State, Territory, 
or District, as may be desiguated or pppointed by 
Territories, and said District, respect- 
aid apportionme nt, to be used for 
educational or other public purposes, in such man- 
ner as said States, Territories, or said District may 


|| respectively deem best for the promotion of educa- 
| tional or other public interests within their respect- 


ive jurisdictions. 


Mr. McINTYRE. It would appear that 
now, when the people of the United States owe 
over two billion dollars, it would probably be 
unwise to make a distribution of the proceeds 
of the public lands. But, sir, when we come 
to consider that the receipts into the Treasury 
exceed the amount of governmental expendi- 
tures by something over ninety million dollars 
annually ; when we take into consideration the 
further fact that over one hundred and fifty 
million acres of the public lands have already 
gone into the hands of railroad companies, | 
feel that it is only proper and just that a dis 
tribution should be made of the entire fund 
arising from the sales of these lands. Hence 
I propose by this amendment the distribution 


of the whole proceeds among the States of this | 


Union. 
The details of the original bill are objec- 
tionable and ought to be objectionable to every 


man who feels any interest in his State govern: | 
| ment. 


that by the Constitution of the United States the | 


Whydolsayso? Simply from the fact 


aoe of legislation have been distributed. 
low distributed? All those which the people 
of the country desired the Congress of the 


| . . . . 
United States to exercise have been ascertained 


and defined by the terms of the Constitution, 


| while all those powers which the people desired 


ject to the suggestion made in regard to this | should be prohibited to the States have also 


bill, if it be madethe special order for one day || 
only, but L must object to its being made the 
special order from day to day. 

the SPEAKER. It is for the House to 
determine whether one day or more shall be 
given to the consideration of this bill. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I meant that I 
should object to this bill being 
order indefinitely ; 
time. 

Mr. PERCE. I cannot consent to any 
arrangement of that kind, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. SrorM] is entitled to the floor 
for twenty-three minutes. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
order to lay this bill on the table? 

The SPEAKER. At any time when no 
genileman is occupying the floor for another 
purpose. 


Mr, SPORM. 


it should be limited as to 


I yield to the gentleman 


made a special |; 





been defined and set forth in the same instru- 
ment. 
which have not been delegated to the Congress 
of the United States, nor prohibited to the 
States, are reserved to the States themselves. 
Now, sir, since the organization of the Gen- 
eral Government, under which we are legislat- 
ing to-day, it has always been understood that 
the power of regulating the common schools 
belonged exclusively to the States; and I am 
unwilling that Congress should take from the 
States any of their reserved rights. The provis- 


| fore, and I believe they 








By the Constitution, all those powers | 





ions of the pending bill seek to vest the entire 
control of this fund in the General Government 
without regard to the will of the respective 


W hen willa motion be in || States. || the power in the Constitution first, you may 


[ will say right here that, so far as I am 
concerned, I want to see education promoted. 
Within the last twenty days the Legislature | 
of Geergia has appropriated $300,000 for the || 
purpose of education; and that educational | 
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es 
system is not confined to the whites alon, 
|The colored people of that State are enti. 
tled, under that law, to the same rights thes 
the whites will enjoy. I feel safe in express. 
ing my belief that there is intelligence and 
patriotism enough in the State of Georgia 
| to-day to manage its proportion of this fun 
properly if it is turned over to the State. 


believe there is sufficient intelligence an, 
Ce and 


| patriotism in every State of the Union to earry 


out this object. I do not believe that the Sta 
of New York or Pennsylvania or any Pr te 
State of the Union is so lost to virtue a 
patriotism as to be unfaithful in the disnng:. 
tion of this fund, J am willing to trust every 
one of the States in this regard, They haya 
managed this matter for themselves hereto. 
van do it still, | hope 
that the substitute which I offer will be a dopte 
in lieu of the original bill, and that this who ile 
matter will be left, asthe Constitution designed. 
with the States. I thank the gentleman froy 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Storm] for the time he has 
given me. 

Mr. STORM. Mr. Speaker, I shall be glad 
on all occasions, when it is possible and cop. 
sistent with my views of duty, to support every 
measure having for its object the edueatig 
of the people. All my hopes for the future 
permanency of this Government, with its 
free institutions, are based upon the general 
dissemination of knowledge among the pe 
ple, Iconcur in the opinion of Burke, who 
regarded the education of the people ag the 

“‘cheup defense of nations.’’ But, sir, when | 
am asked to vote for a bill which I eam 
reconcile with the principles of the Const 
tion I eannot vote for it, hawever desir; 
may be the object attempted to be facie F 
It may be very desirable that the people all 
over the country should be temperate, moral, 
and religious. All these are desirable ends, 
and calculated to promote the general welfare. 
But gentlemen here will not pretend that, 
because a thing is desirable in itself, or 
because the object to be reached is good, 
Congress has the right to legislate upon the 
subject. 

No authority can be found in the Constitu- 
tion for the passage of a bill of this kind. | 
challenge gentlemen who differ with me on 
this subject to point to that part of the Con 
stitution which would support a measure of 
this kind. There is but one clause in the 
Constitution that has reference in the remot 
degree to the subject of education, and that 
is the clause empowering Congress ‘to pro- 
mote the progress of science and useful arts;" 
but the same clause provides how they are t 
be ‘*promoted”’—‘‘by securing for limited 
times to authors and inventors the exclusive 
right to their respective writings and disco 
eries.’’ In no other part of the Constitution 
is there any shadow of authority for a law of 
this kind; and we cannot derive the right fro 
that clause, because the manner of exercisi! 
the power in question is specifically pointe 
out; and, according to the maxim of the law, 
the expression of one thing is the exclusion 
of another. 

The chairman who has charge of this bill 
has attempted to find the right for its pas- 
sage in the preamble to the Constitution. | 
think the gentleman is lawyer enough to know 
the preamble to the Constitution can never be 
resorted to for such a purpose. It has been 
expressly decided that it cannot be resorted to 
for the purpose even of enlarging the express 
powers of the Government. [t cannot be re- 


gy 
| 
A 


sorted to for the purpose of finding there a power 


per se; it is not even a legitimate source of 
authority for multiplying any of the impli: 
powers of the Government. If you can fi 


refer back to the preamble for the purpose ol 
Investigating the intention of the legislature, 
or you may refer to it for the purpose © of 


interpreting or construing the language used 
in a certain clause, but it cannot be resorted 
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to for any such purpose as that alleged by the 
chairman who has this bill in charge. 

Mr, Speaker, I had hoped at the last session 
of this Congress we had reached the extreme 
mit of legislation on this subject. { had 
yhought that the bill known as the Ku Klux 
pili had gone to the extreme limit of loose con- 
~ryetion; but it appears that Iam mistaken 
in that. Wenow,ina time of profound peace, 
when there is not an individual, so. far as this 
House is informed, asking for this kind of 
iegisiation, attempt the most questionable piece 
of legislation ever deliberated upon in this 
Hall. We propose to take charge of a sub- 
ect which it has been always supposed was 
ihe peculiar province of the States to legis- 
late upon. There has been no necessity shown 
for this legislation. Many good men on the 
other side of the House voted last spring for the 
pill | have referred to because they believed 
there was such astern public necessity for it— 
such an overruling demand for that law, that 
they were willing to vote for it though their 
minds were not satisfied they had the right to 
pass it. But here we propose, without any 
Legislature of any State in the Union asking 
for this legislation, so far as we know—not 4 
single petition presented to this body request- 
ing it, to go far beyond the verge of loose 
construction. 

| believe this measure has been here sub- 
stantially before, and it received its quietus in 
the former Congress. It is not new here. 
It is only the old cat disguised in the meal- 
bag. The same bill has been voted down, and 
I wish to eall the attention of gentlemen of 
the House to the fact that it is a craftily 
und cunningly-devised measure, Itintends to 
accomplish the same purpose by indirection 
that the former bill attempted to do directly, 
aud therefore the other bill was the preferable 
one, because it was the more honest, I say 
this bill attempts to accomplish precisely 
what the other billdid; that is, to take charge 
of the public-school system of the country, 
It attempts”to do indirectly what we have no 
right to do directly, and it is a sound principle 
of constitutional interpretation that we have 
no right to do indirectly what we are not 
allowed to do directly. Beside, this bill is 
based on a miseonception of the nature of the 
public lands, the primary idea of which is that 
they are to furnish cheap homes and cheap 
farms for the poor man. That is the first 
object. 

In the next place, I take the position, Mr. 
Speaker, that the proceeds arising from the 
sales of these public lands, or any other disposi- 
tion of them, stand pledged by common con- 
sent, evidenced by an uninterrupted system of 


legislation for nearly eighty years, to be applied || 


to the payment of the principal and interest of 
our public debt. I regard the proceeds of the 
sale of the public lands asa sacred fund to 


be devoted to the payment of that debt, and | 


When we attempt to give away that fund in this 
way to the States we strike down one of the 
permanent revenues of the Government. 

Mr. Speaker, we stand in relation to these 
lands as a trustee. The gentleman is mistaken 
when he says we confer a gratuity or a bounty 
upon the States. They aciually belong to the 
States. They were conceded by the States to 
the General Government, and those not so 
conceded were purchased by the common 
treasury of the country and belong to the 
people of the States. 
we give them back to the States that we will 
follow them into the States and see how the 
States shall use them. 

_ But there are other objections to this bill. 
The bill does attempt to establish a school 
system. The chairman of the committee says 
in his opinion it does not. I contend that it 
does, because it recognizes a system of gen- 
eral superintendency. ‘here must be sucha 
a as a State superintendent. There must 

€ @ provision made for the education of all 
children between the ages of six and sixteen 


years. It prescribes what duties must be per- 
formed by the State superintendent, all of 
which, [ assert, constitute a system of education 
controlled by Congress. ‘The power which the 
eighth section gives to the Commissioner of 
Education makes the bill very objectionable. 
It places in the hands of that officer the power 
of withholding the certificate mentioned in that 
section. ‘The only remedy is an appeal to 
Congress—a most precarious one indeed, and 
unheard of in legislation. 

If this bill becomes a law it will only be the 
beginning of a series of acts looking to the 
complete control of the common schools in 
the States. Next you will see our Commis- 
sioner styled the minister of public instrue- 
tion, the term usedin Prussia. You know our 
President thinks our Government very much 
like the Prussian system. Ido, too. 
act will be to establish a uniform system of 
text-books. Those books will have to 


near Cambridge or Boston. with the Puritan 
cation table. 


tion will furnish the plans upon which school- 
houses must be constructed. 





We cannot say, when | 


the procuring of furniture and apparatus, 
Publishers of school books and their agents 
will make their annual raids upon the capital 
of the nation to induce the Commissioner to 
favor the introduction of their books, and we 


other Departments of the Government. 

I know it has been hinted here that this bill 
will be of peculiar benefitto the southern States. 
We all know what that means. It 


‘T'rojan horse. In its interior are concealed the 
lurking foe—mixed schools. Though I am no 
prophet, yet, I venture to say, in less than one 
year from now,if you pass this bill, you will 
see an amendment to it compelling the States 
to educate the races in the same schools; and 
the State that refuses to make provision for 
the education of the races together will lose its 
share of the appropriation under this bill. | 
want gentlemen from the South to ponder these 





people by the Congress of the United States 
on the question of reconstruction and amnesty, 
I feel. like old Capys— 

“Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes.”’ 
Nothing good can come out of Nazareth. I 
will go further than any one here in relieving 
those oppressed communities in the South, 
but | am not prepared to aidin fastening upon 
them a law which will be more revolting to 
| them than all that has heretofore 
| them. 
| 
| 





Besides these objections, there is now an 
|| existing law, passed August 29, 1842, giving to 
the States the proceeds of the public lands. It 
is true, the law is now in abeyance by virtue 
of the sixth section of said act, but it is liable 
at any day to be brought into operation. | 
need not say with a slight amendment of this 
law it could be made acceptable to all the 
States. This much I have to say of this hum- 
bug. 

it takes, for example, from the State of 
Pennsylvania about thirty-five thousand dol- 
lars. But in time the General Government 
|| will require from my State the same sum in 
the form of increased duties and internal tax- 
| ation, with the salaries paid to the officers 
which this system will create added. ‘The 
sum realized will hardly be sufficient to main- 
tain our teachers one week at a normal school. 





| child. 


| education.’’ 


(| [I would support the bill, objectionable as | 
|| it is, if I thought it would prevent giving || 
This bill || 
The next Congress || a State officer elected by the State to appro- 
I am fully |! priate the fund in any manner different from 


|| away the public lands to railroads. 
|| will have no such effect. 
ll would repeal it if we passed it. 
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| 
| persuaded that the railroad capitalists are 
| powerful enough to accomplish anything here. 

Mr. PARKER, of New Hampshire. I have 
but a few moments in which to diseuss this 
bill. Betore considering the provisions of the 
bill, let me say that I will go as far as any 
| gentieman from any section of the country in 
the interests of education; and I hail with 


|| satisfaction and delight any and all efforts on 
|| the part of the gentlemen who are putting 


| forth their endeavors to increase the facilities 
| for the education of the people. But, Mr. 
Speaker, when this is done at the expense of 
great constitutional principles, | cannot give 
my assent to such a measure. 

This bill is brought forward, as it has been 
claimed by the gentlemen on this committee, 
in the interests of the southern people, the peo- 
ple of the southern States. ‘To this, sir, | do 





be |, 
‘“loyal,’? end to be loyal must be published | 


. . a . } 
confession of faith attached to the multipli- | 
The Commissioner of Educa: | 


He will eontrol | 


will witness such jobs and frauds in the man- |, 
agement of our schools as now disgrace the | 


means | 
southern votes for this bill. 1 say to gentlemen 

; ata 
representing southern States thatthis bill is a | 


things. In view of the treatment of thesouthern | 


befallen | 


|| It will not amount to twenty five cents to each 
And yet this is called a ‘** stimulus to | 


not object. | am aware that the people of the 
southern States, so far as their educational in- 
terests are concerned, are not whatthey should 
be; that their system of education is not what 
they desire it to be themselves. But let us con- 
sider for a moment what the effect of the pas- 
|| sage of this bill will be. It is proposed to 
distribute the proceeds of the sale of the pub- 
lic lands on the basis of population among 
|| all the people of all the States. Well, let it 
be remembered that this bill, as it is said, is 
brought forward in the interests of the southern 
people. 

Mr. PERCE, I would call the attention of 
the gentleman to the fact that the gentleman 
from Tennessee | Mr. Bur_er] has offered an 
amendment which cures the defect of which 

| he now speaks. 

Mr. PARKER, of New Hampshire. Now, 
it will be seen at once thatthe eastern, middle, 
and northwestern States, which comprise a 

|| large portion of the population, will receive a 
|| very large proportion of this money, sad that 
the southern people will receive compara- 
| tively littl. Why, sir, if this bill is really 
and truly brought forward in the interest of 
the southern people, why is it necessary for us 
| to give to the people of these northern States 
|| the larger proportion of the fund, when they 
do not need it?) No gentleman is here from 
the northwestern, the middle, or the New 
Kngland States, asking, an appropriation for 
| educational purposes. 

Mr. PERCH. I desire to say to the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire [ Mr. Parker] that 
I will cheerfully admit an amendment appro- 
priating all the proceeds to the southern States, 
if he will offer it. 
| Mr. PARKER, of New Hampshire. I would 
very much more cheerfully vote for that propo 
sition than for this bill. I say, if gentlemen 
are really honest and mean what they say, and 
wish to stimulate educational interests at the 
South, let them come directly to us and tell 
|| us what they mean. Let them tell us at least 
what they mean and what they want, and | 
think they will find the country generous enough 
to meet their demands. but | am not one of 
those who are willing to give to the northern 
States, which do not need and do not ask. for 
this money, a larger proportion of it, for the 
sake of putting a few thousand dollars in the 
hands of the southern people. 

But, Mr. Speaker, my objections to this part 
of the bill are far less serious than they are to 
some other parts of it. By the provisions of 
this bill this money 1s not only given to these 
States, but it is proposed that we follow this 
gift into the several States, and through this 
Congress, through the General Government, 
dictate to the people of the several States how 
it shall be distributed, thereby violating « 
sacred principle which is near and dear to 
every lover of the Constitution. if this, Mr. 
Speaker, is not a direct blow at the Consti- 
tution, | would ask, what ? ‘If the Gen- 
eral Government can follow this fund into the 
several! States. and there make it a felony for 
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what is pointed out here, notwithstanding what 
he does may be in accordance with the laws 
of his State—if we can thus take possession 
of cur common-school system in the several 
States, | ask what right is there left to the 
States that the General Government cannot 
and may not take away’? Never can I give 
my assent to such a proposition; no, never. 

Mr. Speaker, the amount of money which 
has been received during the last year from 
the sale of the public lands would be very 
sinall indeed for each State if distributed 
among the States upon the principle which 
this bill suggests. 
not possibly receive but a very small amount. 

| must conclude by saying that in my hum- 
ble judgment gentlemen donot know whatthey 
say when they come forward and make this 
proposition, but ask us to pass this bill for the 
venefit of their people. My opinion is that 
the passage of this bill would be the recogni- 
tion of the principle which has been attempted 
to be enforced in this House before, but has 
failed, namely, that this Congress has the right 
to control the domestic affairs of the States, 
the educational affairs of the States; a prin- 
ciple Lcan never admit to be just and right. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentle- 
man has expired. 


Mr. PERCE. At the suggestion of several 


gentlemen | now move that Thursday and Fri- | 


day of next week, after half past one o'clock, 
be designated for the consideration of this 
measure, to the exclusion of all other orders, 
and that the previous question be considered 
as seconded and the main question ordered at 
half past one o'clock on the second day. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Why not make 
it week after next? 

Mr. PERCE. Very well; then I will say 
the week after next. 

Mr. RANDALL. I propose that the appro- 
priation bills be excepted from the order. 

the SPEAKER. That would destroy the 
whole effect of the order, and make it of no 
account whatever. 
proposition of the gentleman from Mississippi ? 

Mr. RANDALL. I must object to making 


The southern people could | 


they insist also that it is expedient for the 
Republic that this right should be accorded 
to them. 

The mothers of the land, who shall form 
the characters of all its citizens through their 
teaching in childhood, giving direction to the 
thoughts which shall hereafter govern the 
land, may well claim that it is expedient that 
they shall have a voice in making the laws 
which govern them, which will give them 
greater freedom of action than they now have, 
which will afford them higher opportunities 
for noble culture than they now have, and 
raise their thoughts to a plane worthy of the 


| generation that shall come after us, which must 


in all its social and moral qualities take its 
impress from their teachings, so that the men 
of the land shall then be as the women of the 
land now are; and as you elevate and enno- 
ble woman, in so much, in a greater ratio, 
will our sons be better fitted for the great 
duties and responsibilities of the future. No 
stream shall rise higher than its fountain. 
Sir, | recognize the fact that I have no right 
at this time to trespass on the business and 
indulgence of the House to argue the moment- 


|| ous question involved in this memorial, but I 
|| present this petition of thirty-five thousand 
| women of America, from almost every State 


Is there objection to the || 





this bill a special order to the exclusion of | 


everything else. It seems to me that there 


could hardly be any legislation that would | 


come up at that time that would not be of 

more importance than this unmatured bill. 
Mr. PERCE. 

Be- 


question, which is a very important one. 


fore making the proposition I consulted the | 
chairman ot the Committee on Appropriations, | 
and he consented to it, believing that it will 
interfere with the business of that com- | 


not 
mittee. If gentlemen on the other side of 
the House desire discussion upon this meas- 
ure, they can have it in this way to the fullest 
extent. 


Mr. RANDALL. 


I make my objection in- 


dependent of the considerations which the | 
gentleman has submitted, and as an opponent | 


of the measure altogether. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 


expired. 
WOMAN SUFFRAGE, 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Iask unan- 
imous consent, out of the usual course of the 
rules, to present a petition. 

The SPEAKER, Is there objection? The 
Chair hears none. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Iam hon- 
ored with the duty of presenting a petition for 
a declaratory law to assure the right of suf. 


| have made my proposition | 
in order that full debate may be had upon this | 





frage to the women citizens of the United States 
They believe their absolute constitutional right 
is to vote. They here and now desire to bring 
to the attention of Congress the necessity of 
passing a law declaring and executing that 
right. They claim such a law in two views: 
first, as of right, and secondly, as of expedi- | 
ency tothe nation. They insist that this their | 


right ought to be secured to them by law, and || 


| in the Union. 


From every class and condition 
of life, from the highest and most refined and 
from the humblest and most lowly, all are rep- 
resented here, all asking that their claim to 


| what they conceive to be their greatest right, 
|| and which we claim to be the inalienable right 


of every male citizen shall be granted to them. 

The unanimity with which they come here: 
the fact that without organization, almost as 
a matter of spontaneity, thirty-five thousand 
names should have been gathered and sent to 
this Capitol to a committee, whose voluntary 
duty it was made to receive them; the fact 
that other names are now coming in at the 
rate of some five hundred a day; that from 


California ten thousand more are on the way, 








all speak to the Representatives of the people 
in accents that cannot be misunderstood, that 
here is a great and necessary reform which 
calls for the fullest consideration and the 
promptest action of the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States. 

They are not to be told that this is an inno- 
vation, that this is a new thing. Division of 
property between the husband and the wife was 
a greater innovation upon the feudal law, which 


| is the foundation of our law as regards women, 


and a very much greater innovation: than this 
will be. That in the parent State from which 
we come women have had the right to act in 
public affairs; from the fact that in that parent 
State a woman is at the head of public affairs, 
seems to point to us that women may safely 
be trusted with the right to vote. 

I have desired to say this much, in present- 
ing this petition, in order that it may be brought 
to the notice of the House and the country; 
that it may take the same place in the con- 
sideration of the people that in a not very far 
day in the past anti-slavery petitions took, 


which founded the great party which now has | 


control of the Government of this country. 
There was a great reform, beginning in the 
little, urged on by petitions, not so numerous in 
its early days, and hardly so numerous in its 
later days, as this, scarcely arriving to the dig- 
nity of numbers of applicants which charac- 
terizes the petition which | now present; and 
although, when a great moneyed interest was 
at stake, it took years to bring that freedom 
which those petitions asked for yet let me 


|| assure the House of Representatives that in | 
my judgment, much sooner, and as certainly | 
as the sun rolls around in its course a few | 


more times, just so sure will the right asked 


for in this petition be accorded to the women | 


citizens of the United States. 
I ask that this petition, which I propose sim- 








ply to show to the House in its large volume, | 
[unrolling the petition, ] may be referred to the || appropriation bill; but as preliminary to that 
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| pray your honorable bodies that in any pr 
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Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
subject has already been referred 

Mr. ELDRIDGK. 
be read. 

The SPEAKER. With the names? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Certainly. 

TheSPEAKER.,. That would require unapj. 
mous consent. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. | pray 
that may not be done, because I promised the 
Committee on Appropriations not to take much 
time. I ask that the petition simply be reaq 

The Clerk read as follows: 


this 


I ask that the Petition 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States in Congress assembled: : 

The undersigned, citizens of the United State; 
amendment to the Constitution which may ¢ - 
before you in regard to suffrage, and in any |ay 
affecting suffrage in the District of Columbia or any 
Territory, the right of voting may be given to Women 
on the same terms as to men. " 
The petition was then referred to the Cop. 


mittee on the Judiciary. 
COMMON CARRIERS, QUARANTINE, ETC, 


Mr. SHELLABARGER. [I am _ instrueteg 
by the Committee on Commerce, to which was 
referred a resolution in relation to quarantine 
regulations, &c., in New York city, with leaye 
to report at any time, to report the same back 
with a substitute. 

(The SPEAKER. The substitute only wil 
be read, if there be no objection. 

lhe substitute was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce bo 
directed to inquire, first, whether the commer 
among the several States of this Union is injuri- 
ously affected by any inadequacy in the present 
means of land transportation, or by any combina 
tlonor monopoly in the control or ownership thereof, 
or by means of any existing or inequitable rates o{ 
freight or fare charged by common carriers, or by 
means of other improper burdens or restraints ip- 
posed upon such commerce by carriers; second, 
whether our commerce with foreign nations and 
upon the coasts and waters of the United Siates is 
at any port thereof subjected to any oppressive or 
illegal requirements or restraints under color of 
quarantine, health, or other laws or customs of any 
State or of the United States; third, whether atany 
ports of the United States American seamen or {or- 
eign immigrants, On arriving thereat, are subjected 
to wrongs or deprivations which require legislation; 
fourth, what legislation or other means is required 
to relieve, revive, and sustain the tonnage and for- 
eign commerce of the United States; that such com- 
mittee or sub-committee thereof, in making such 
inquiry, have power to send for persons and paper 


and sit during the sessions of the House, at such 
places as shall be most convenient and proper for 
such investigations, and that they report from time 
to time by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. SHELLABARGER. Iam unanimously 
directed by the Committee on Commerce to 
ask that this resolution be adopted. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, 
the substitute will be considered as agreed to, 
and the resolution, as amended, adopted. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER moved to recon: 
sider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


JOHN W. DOUGLAS. 


TheSPEAKER, Thegentleman from Penn: 
sylvania, (Mr. Scorre.p,] who is compelled 
to leave the city in the performance of duties 
imposed upon him by the House, and who 
therefore cannot be in his seat on Monday 
next, desires to introduce a bill for reference 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. SCOFIELD, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1189) for the 
relief of John W. Douglas, late collector of 
internal revenue for the nineteenth district 
of Pennsylvania; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I take the floor 


for the purpose of moving that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole 
to resume the consideration of the legislative 
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motion I move that all debate in Committee 

of the Whole upon the pending amendment 

shall cease in One minute. 

"Mr. BANKS. I hope the gentleman will 

allow a little more time than that. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Very well ; I 

modify my motion so as to close debate in five 
inutes. 

mirhe motion, as modified, was agreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
the rules be suspended and the House resolve 
‘tself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, to resume the consideration of 
the legislative appropriation bill, 

[he motion was agreed to; and the House 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee 
of the Whole, (Mr. WHEELER in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of House bill 
No. 1060, making appropriations for the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending June JO, 1873, 
aud for other purposes. 

The pending paragraph was as follows: 


Department of State: 
For compensation of theSecretary of State, $8,000; 
two Assistant Secretaries of State, at $3,500 each ; for 
chiefelerk, $2,200; ten clerks of class four, additional 


toone clerk of class four as disbursing clerk, nine | 


clerks of class three, three clerks of class two, eight 
clerks of class one, one messenger, one assistant 


messenger, nine laborers, and four watchmen; in | 


all, $74,520. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending question 
ison the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Monrok, ] to increase the compen- 
sation of the chief clerk of the State Depart- 
ment from $2,200 to $2,500. 

Mr. BANKS. 
so as to make the amount $2,400. I know 
how reluctant the House is to change the sal- 
aries of officers upon an appropriation bill; 
and I should scarcely venture to make this 


proposition, or even to speak to it, did I not | 


find it before the House. I think there is no 
more faithful and deserving officer in the pub- 
lic service than the chief clerk of the State 
Department. At this time, as in the past, a 
very great deal of work is imposed upon him. 
As every one knows, the expenses of living in 
this city are higher than they have ever been 
before. The chief clerk of the War Depart- 
ment and the chief clerk of the Navy Depart- 
ment receive each $2,500, and I submit that 
there is no good reason why the chief clerk 
of the State Department, equally capable and 
laborious, should not receive the same com- 
pensation as corresponding officers in other 
Departments. 
proposition of the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
Monroe] will be adopted. I withdraw my 
amendment. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
repeat what I said yesterday, that I hope the 
House will not break the ranks on the ques- 
tion of raising salaries in this bill. I agree to 
all that has been said as to the merits of this 
officer, and as to the injustice of his present 
rate of salary. But I beg the House to remem- 
ber that this bill is not the place to adjust the 
general arrangement of salaries. 

The question being taken on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Monrog, it was not agreed to ; 
there being—ayes twenty, noes not counted, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For publishing the laws in pamphlet form, $12,000. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


I have been 


instructed by the committee to offeran amend- || 


ment to come in at the end of the clause just 
read. It is to add the following: 


And all laws and parts of laws authorizing the 
ayment of money for publishing the laws of the 
nited States in newspapers is hereby repealed. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I raise the point of 
order that this amendment proposes to change 
existing law, and is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is 
well taken. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have ex- 
plained to the gentleman that points of order 
on this bill have been waived, and that this 


IT now move that 


I hope, therefore, that the | 


I have only to | 
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clause was left out by a clerical omission. 
But, of course, the gentleman has the right to 
make the technical point. 

Mr. KILLINGER. I wish to inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
whether the pending clause provides for the 


| deficiency in the payment of newspapers for 


newspapers of the States and 
| city of Washington, $50,000: Provided, That here- | 


printing the laws of the last Congress ? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. It does not. 
Deficiencies are put in the deficiency bill. 
The appropriations in this bill are altogether 
for the next fiscal year. 

Mr. PALMER. I move to amend by strik- 
ing out the clause last read by the Clerk, and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: 


For publishing the laws in pamphlet form, and in 


after no laws or treaties shall be published in news- 


| papers except those which are of a general nature 


| in pamphlet form. 


which laws shall be selected by the Secretary o 


State; and the same shall in all cases be published | 


without delay. 


in pamphlet form and in the newspapers. 
This provision for publishing the laws in the 
newspapers has existed ever since 1818, and 
the original purpose of it was that the laws of 


|| Congress might be published as they were cur- 
It must be known to the mem- | 


rently enacted. 
bers of this House that it is generally six, or 
eight, or ten weeks after the adjournment of 
the sessions of Congress before the laws appear 
Then the process of dis- 
tribution is slow, and the masses of the people 


| know little of the laws of Congress as they 
I move pro forma to amend || 


have been passed. We expend hundreds of 
thousands of dollars here every year for the 
reporting and printing of what members say, 
but when it is all grouped together in acts so 
that the people may see what is done, we pro- 
pose to put them off with a little paltry appro- 
priation to pay for the printing of our laws in 
pamphlet form, when the masses of the people 
see so little of them. 

Mr. Chairman, in the State which I have the 
honor in part to represent there is a provision 
of our statutes which requires the publication 
of our statutes in two papers in every county. 
The last General Assembly of that State ex- 
pended within three thousand dollars as much 
money as we propose to expend for both pam- 
phlets and newspapers, and that simply for the 
purpose of printing in the newspapers the laws 
of the Legislature of that State. Forty-seven 
thousand dollars were expended in our State 
for publishing in the newspapers the statutes 
of our State for that session alone. Yet here 








we, in the Congress of the United States pro- 
| pose that the laws of the United States shall 
| simply be printed in pamphlet form, so that the 


masses of the people wiil have no opportunity | 


of knowing what we have done. I hope, there- 
fore, that this appropriation, nothing more 
than carrying out the existing law on that 
subject, will stand as it has stood for the last 
fifty-four years. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, 
I will not prolong the debate on this clause fur- 


ferritories and in the | 


Mr. Chairman, that is the amount appropri- | 
ated last year for both purposes, for printing | 


} 








ther than to state to the committee the ground | 


upon which the Committee on Appropriations | 


ask to strike out this appropriation. 
we paid $50,000 for publishing the laws un- 
der the arrangement referred to in the amend- 
ment offered by my friend from Towa, [Mr. 
Patmer, | of which $10,000 was paid for dis- 


| 
Last year | 
| 
| 


| tributing the laws in pamphlet form, and the 


balance, $40,000, for publishing them in the 
newspapers. 

Mr. PALMER. 
lars. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
| thousand dollars. 
| of Congress—$12,000 for distribution in pam- 
| phlet form, and the other $60,000 for pub- 


Thirty-eight 


Thirty-eight thousand dol- 
This year they ask $72,000 


lishing in the newspapers, under the law which | 
authorizes the Secretary of the Senate and | 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
select the newspapers, not exceeding two in 


each State, in which they are to be published. 
The rate the Government pays for this print- 
ing is so low that no first-class paper will print 
the laws. Asa matter of fact, hardly a daily 
paper of the most starved character anywhere 
in the United States can be found to print the 
laws. in my own State, \or example, they are 
printed in the most obscurs weekly papers that 
ean be picked up; or ratker as a class these 
are the papers to which has been committed 
the publishing of our laws. They are not pub- 
lished for six or ten months after we adjourn; 
then they appear in these obscure papers. In 
my judgment, itis about as worthless as any 
yrinting the Government pays for anywhere. 
V hat are two little weekly papers in Ohio good 
for as the means cf distributing to the people 
a knowledge of the laws we pass? In my judg- 
ment, and in the judgment of a majority of the 
committee, it is simply throwing away $60,000 
as absolutely as we could possibly do if we 
pitched that amount of money into the fire. 
I admit there may be here and there a ‘Ter- 
ritory where there may be only two or three 
papers, which the majority of the reading 
population take, where this arrangement 
would be good. No doubt in the gentleman's 
State it may be valuable. ‘The method left is 
to distribute the pamphlet laws which we pro- 
vide for here. ‘That amount may be increased 
if we please. 

Mr. Chairman, the fact was brought before 
the House last year that a man was paid for 
printing the laws, and his mode of doing it 
was to get as many members of Congress as 
he could to send him pamphlet laws, which he 
distributed with the title of his paper printed 
upon the cover as an advertisement of his en- 
terprise ; and thus, while the Government of 
the United States helped to circulate his news- 
paper, it. paid him for the printing of the laws, 
which really he never did. ‘This is one of the 
abuses under this arrangement of printing the 
laws. ‘This appropriation was stricken out last 
year, but I believe was restored in the con- 
ference committee. | hope the amendment of 
my friend from lowa will not be adopted. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 1 move to amend the 
amendment by striking out the last word. 
The instances given by the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations are instances 
of maladministration which ought to be con 
| rected. If they exist to the extent he seems 
| to intimate, | would suggest to him that it is 
| his duty, as chairman of an important commit- 
tee, to bring the matter before the House in a 





| 


very different form. But because an execu- 
tive ofiicer—that is the substance of the mat 

ter—permits a law, excellent in its charac- 
ter, to be improperly administered, that is no 
| argument against the law itself. 

Mr. SARGENT. If the gentleman will 
permit me, | will say that under the law regu- 
lating the Government Printing Office, private 
parties here are allowed to order as many 
copies of a book to be printed in this oflice as 
| they see fit and pay a certain price for them. 
| The printer of a paper in one of the distant 
States ordered a large number of the pam- 
phlet laws of Congress under that provision, 
put the title of his paper on the title-page and 
| circulated them as supplements to his paper, 
thereby defeating the object of the law, which 
| was, that the laws should be published in the 
regular editions of the newspapers. ‘That was 
what we pointed out last year as an abuse. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Such a publication as 
that would be filed in the State Department, 
and it would be for the State Department to 
decide whether the man published the laws in 
his newspaper as the act of Congress required; 
and it was the business of the State Depaz* 
ment to decide whether such an 
law should be tolerated and the party paid tor 
it. But that is aside from the question now 
before the committee. If I recollect the num- 
ber of copies which I received of the edition, 
it was about twenty, to be sent into a district 
comprising fourteen different counties, The 
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number of copies to each county can be read- 
ily seen by placing the numbers side by side. 
Now, I say that publishing these laws in pam- 
phiet form is no publieation at all. We had 
better strike out this item of $12,000 and 
save that amount, if economy is the object of 
this amendment, because these copies that are 
so circulated are of no practical benefit, except 
perhaps to two dozen lawyers in each of the 
congressional districts who could provide their 
own copies of the l‘ederal statutes themselves. 

Ihe object of this appropriation, which, as 
hus been well stated by the gentleman from 
lowa, [Mr. PaLmer,] has stood on our stat 
ute-books for over half a century, is to en- 
deavor, 80 far as we can, to promulge a knowl- 
edge of our legislation among the people of the 
country. It has made our statutes take effect 
from their passage; and many of them, espe- 
cially of late years, have been very important 
in their effect upon the citizen. I allude to 
those particularly which relate to our internal 
tuxation, our great industries of distillation, 
of tobacco-growing, and manufactures, and the 
general business Operations of the country. 
And | am not alone—all the 
House could relate a similar experience—in 
referring to the case of my own constituents, 
who have been led into a violation of the law 
simply because they not only did not know it, 
but, even with all the facilities we gave them, 
had not the means of knowing it. 
it is proposed by this bill to cut off even the 
means they have had. 

Mr. PALMER. 1 rise to oppose pro forma 
the amendment of the gentleman from Tennes- 
seo, | Mr. Maynarp.]} I find that many mem- 
bers are under the impression that the amend- 
ment | have offered changes the present law 
in regard to the selection of newspapers, and 
thatthe Secretary of State is hereatter to select 
them. ibe amendment 
is a copy of the law as it now stands for this 
present fiscal year. The clerk of the House 
selects the newspapers, but the Secretary of 
State selects the laws to be published, and the 
amendment simply provides an appropriation 
for carrying out existing law. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
ment. 

lhe CHAIRMAN. The question recurs on 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
lawa, [| Mr. Pater. } 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
again reported. 


l hat is not the case. 


| withdraw my amend- 


IT ask that it be 


The amendment was again read as follows: 


Strike out lines three hundred and seventeen and 
three hundred and eighteen, namely, “for publish- 
ing the laws in pamphlet form, $12,000,” and insert 
in lieu thereof the ftollowing: “tor publishing the 
laws in pamphlet form,and in newspapers ot 
States and Territories and in the city of Washing- 
ton, $50,000: Provided, That hereafter no laws or 
treatics shall 
those which are of a general nature, which lawsshall 
be selected by the Secretary of State, and the same 
shall be in all cases published without delay.” 


The question being put on the amendment, 
there were—ayes 57, noes 85. 

Mr. PALMER asked for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Pater, and 
Mr. GarFikLp of Ohio, were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tell- 
ers reported—ayes 59, noes 78. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


For proof-reading, and packing the laws and doc- 
uments for the various legations and consulates, in- 
cluding boxes and transportation of the same, $3,000; 
for stationery, furniture, fixtures, and repairs, $5,000; 
for books and maps, $2,500; for extra clerk hire and 
copying, $4,000; for contingent expenses, namely, 
rent, fuel, lights, repairs, and miscellaneous ex- 
penses, $32,500; in all, $47,000. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move to strike out that 
clause. if we cut out one, Lthink we should 
cut out the whole. 

The question was taken on the amend- 
ment; and there were—ayes eighteen, noes 
not counted, 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 


And now | 


the | 


be published in newspapers except | 


members of this | 








The Clerk read as follows: 


Treasury Department: 

For compensation of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
$8,000: two Assistant Secretaries of the Treasury, at 
$3,500 each; chief clerk, $2.200, and $300 additional 
tor acting as superintendent of the building; forty- 
nine clerks of class four, additional compensation of 
$200 to one clerk of 
thirty clerks of class three, twenty-six clerks of class 
two, twenty-seven clerks of class one; thirty-two 


female clerks, at $900 each; eleven messengers, ono 


| assistant messenger, and ten laborers; one clerk of 


class four and one clerk of class one, to assist the 
ehief clerk in superintending the building; one cap- 


tain of the watch, 31,400; one engineer, $1,400; one | 
machinist and gas-fitter, 71,200; one storekeeper, 


$1,400; sixty watchmen, at $720 each, and to two of 


| said watchmen, acting as lieutenants of watchmen, 


$280 each, in addition; thirty laborers, at $720 each; 
five firemen, at $600 each; ninety charwomen, at 


| $180 each; in all, $361,620. 





Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


by the Committee on Appropriations to offer 


an amendment to that paragraph by adding to | 


it what was included in the bill of last year. 

I move to insert at the end of line three hun- 

dred and sixty-nine ‘‘ and for additional com- 

pensation to clerks in his office, $22,500.”’ 
Lhe amendment was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


The committee rose informally; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message 
from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its 
clerks, informed the House that the Senate 
had passed a bill (8S. No. 265) to authorize the 
vayment of bounty to Ann McCarthy, and a 
Ci (S. No. 524) to correct a clerical error 


'in the enrollment of an act approved March 


- 


7, 1870, entitled ‘‘ An act to relieve certain 
persons therein named from the legal and 
political disabilities imposed by the fourteenth 
amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States, and for other purposes.’’ ; 
Also, that the Senate had passed a bill (H. 
R, No. 1061) to authorize the payment of 
dupheate checks to disbursing officers, with 
amendments, in which he was directed to ask 
the concurrence of the House. 
LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union then resumed its session. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Commissioner of Castoms: 
For Commissioner of Customs, $3,000; chief clerk, 
2,000; two clerks of class four, six clerks of class 
three, eight clerks of class two, five clerks of class 
one, one messenger, and one laborer; in all, $36,960. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I am instructed 
by the Committee on Appropriations to offer 
an amendment to that paragraph. I move to 
strike out, in line four hundred, the word 
‘*five,’’ and insert ‘‘seven,’’ and to insert 
**$42,407"’ in lieu of ‘* $86,960.”’ 
lhe amendment was agreed to. 
‘Lhe Clerk read as follows: 
Fourth Auditor: ; 
For the Fourth Auditor, $3,000; chief clerk, $2,000: 


fiveclerks of class four, eighteen clerks of class three, 
twelve clerks of class two, eleven clerks of class 


| one; one messenger, One assistant messenger, three 


laborers, and seven female clerks at $900 each; in 
all, $82,820. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I would like to inquire 
of the chairman of the Committee on Appro- 
priations whether it is intended to fix the pay 
of messengers, assistant messengers, and labor- 
ers at $900 a year? If not, the paragraph 
should be amended. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I would say 
that the pay of all these persons is fixed by 
law. Ido not think that, grammatically con- 
sidered, the paragraph reters to all the officers. 
It is in the same form in which it has been 
passed at former sessions. 

Mr. MAYNARD. The appropriation of 
$900 seems to refer to the messengers, assist- 
ant messengers, and three clerks. In order 
to obviate all ditliculty, I move to amend the 
paragraph in line four hundred and twenty- 
nine by inserting the words ‘‘ seven female 
clerks at $900 each,’’ and by striking out those 
words where they occur in lines four hundred 
and thirty and four hundred and thirty-one. 


‘lass four as disbursing clerk, | 


I am instructed | 

















| $3,000; assistant register, $2,000; chief clerk, $2 


| fifteen clerks of class two, ten clerks of elase ; 


I have no Objec. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
tion to that transposition. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The Clerk read the following: 


Register of the Treasury: | 
For compensation of the Register of the Treasury 


eight clerks of class four, twelve clerks of class tj an 


ne 


one messenger, two assistant messengers, two labo. 
ers, and eight copyists, at $900 each; in all, $34; 
Mr. DAWES. I move to amend ‘the parg. 
graph just read by adding thereto the amenj. 
ment which I send to the Clerk’s desk to }¢ 
read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury ;, 
hereby authorized to pay to the Register of the 
Treasury, out of the money appropriated to defray 


| the expenses of the loans, such compensation as hn 


may deem just and proper for the additional} |qh., 
performed by the said Register under the laws fun). 
ing the public debt, not to exceed $1 25 per hundreg 
bonds signed by him under the authority of the gor 
of July 14, 1870, and January 20, 1871, providing fo; 
the refunding of the public debt; and that the say 
rate shall be allowed to said Register for the boyd 
hereatter signed by him, provided that the wh 
amount of compensation thus allowed him, in adqj. 
tion to the amount of salary now allowed by law 
shall not exceed $1,500. P 
Mr. DAWES. This amendment is intended 
to make plain some doubtful construction of the 
loan act. There always has been, until lately, 
an additional compensation to the Register 
of the Treasury for signing these bonds. [y 
1815, when United States bonds were firs: 


issued, the Register of the Treasury was allowed 
seventy-five cents for each hundred bonds 
signed by him. In 1838, when bonds were 
again issued, he was allowed $1 25 for each 
hundred bonds signed by him. In 1841, he 
was allowed the gross sum of sixteen hundred 
and odd dollars for that purpose. During the 
war the construction of all the loan acts by the 
Secretary of the Treasury was that he was au. 
thorized from the one per cent. which was set 
aside to defray the expenses of the loan to make 
an allowance to the Register of the T'reasury 
for this additional work, and he was allowed 
$1,000 additional to his salary for this addi- 
tional work. When the present Secretary of 
the Treasury came into office, he had some 
doubts whether it was a proper charge upon 
the expenses of the loan. And the present 
Register of the Treasury, although doing a very 
large amount of extra work, has been remitted 
to his ordinary salary and deprived of this 
additional compensation. We have authorized 
a new loan, and it is possible that a further 
loan may be authorized for refunding the debt. 
It is deemed proper that it be made clear that 
the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to 
pay out of this fund a proper and reasonable 
compensation for this very considerable add 
tional labor, out of the one half per cent. which 
otherwise will go to syndicates and others. 
Mr. NIBLACK. [I think the proposition 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Dawes] is a fair one, and should be adopted. 
The amendment was agreed to; there bei: 
on a division—ayes seventy, noes not counte: 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to 
make a verbal change in this paragraph simi- 
lar to one suggested a moment ago by the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Maynarp.] | 
propose to transpose the words ‘‘and eight 
copyists at $900 each’’ from the position they 
now occupy, and insert them after the words 
‘*ten clerks of class one.”’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The Clerk read the following : 


Commissioner of Internal Revenue: 

For Commissioner of Internal Revenue, $6,000; 
deputy commissioner, $3,500; two deputy commis- 
sioners, at $3,000 each; seven heads of divisions, at 
$2,500 each; thirty four clerks of class four, forty- 
eight clerks of class three, fifty-two clerks of class 
two, twenty-eight elerks of class one; seventy-five 
copyists, at $900 each; seven messengers, three 
assistant messengers, and fifteen laborers; in all, 
$363,740. 

For dies, paper, and for stamps, $400,000, 

Mr. KELLOGG. I move to amend the last 


g 
J 


paragraph just read by striking out ‘*$400,000,”’ 
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itended 


h Of the 


this bureau. 
The Clerk read the following : 


or not. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


opinion decidedly that we can get competent 


I give it as my 


revenue who has performed, or may hereafter per- 
form, under authority or requirement of law, the 
duties of assessor of internal revenue, in conse- 


; uence of any vacancy in the office of such assessor 
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re first otherwise provided for, $4,700,000; and hereafter || ment. : wp eye ees ‘ ‘ 
ad the total net compensation of collectors of internal I'he Clerk read as follows : | Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I object to going 
wed nee ahatts a4 eed $4.5 5 Mer : 
hor q revenue § hall in no case exceed $4,500 per annum, For postage, newspapers, arranging and binding 1 back. 
ss Mr. MAYNARD. I would like to hear from || canceled marine papers, sealing ships’ registers, care || [he Clerk read as follows: 
S Were : . . ‘ . of horses for mail and office wagon, repairs of wagons || . ‘ “ 
yr eacl the chairman of the Committee on Appro- || and harness, washing towels, investigation of ac- | Office of Assistant Treasurer at New Orleans: 
34] ce priations [ Mr. GARFIELD | upon this proposi- counts and records, brooms, brushes, crash, cotton |! For Asmeiant eaehaprereonn! _ out eons and 
oe . y * as ; ¥ sh; skins tera > | sashier, $2,500; one clerk, $2,000; two elerks, $3,000; 
ndred tion which is an amendment of existing law. || cloth, cane, chamois skins, dusters, flour, keys, lye, |) Cis .1er. soon.) Seo venkoiveaan 1 Ate tas Pinas 
undred  aeotel . matches, nails, oil, powders, repairing hand-stamps, | Se Por east ewe ace Saseeey near 
ing the I would like to have the gentleman state whether || sponge, soap, tacks, wa!l-paper, and the other mis. || in all to $14,340. 
sbytl he supposes that in some of the large collection || cellaneous items required for the current and ordin- || Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move, on page 
ue ‘ . e fe » } 2} > F » 2 ‘ 2 > - . f ° ° , < 
ee districts anybody will be found to collect the || aty, business of the Department, $65,000. ..:.. || 25, after the word ‘*dollars,’’ in line five hu: 
Vas au- “+ ; For furniture, such as carpets, desks, tables, chairs. || ““! ’ 
Sgegeed large sums that they are obliged to collect, for deed 


O make 
‘easury 


lowed 


the compensation that is proposed here? The 
burden of official duty consists not merely in 
the labor. A position of this kind is not like 


shelving for file-rooms, boxes and repairs of furni- 
ture, cases, oil-cloth, matting, 
cushions, repairs and laying 
miscellaneous articles of the 


rugs, chair-covers and 
of carpets, and other 
like character, $50,000. 


For coal, wood, lighting the Treasury building, | 


and ninety-five, to insert the words 
| * one night watchman at $3 per day and three 
at $2 50 per day, $3,832 50;’’ and in line five 
hundred and ninety-six correct the amount by 


8 addi- an ordinary official position which merely im- || baskets, books, spittoons, drop-lights and tubing, || inserting ‘*$18,172"" in place of ‘$14,840."’ 
tery af poses on a man the performance of certain on See mah, Wetet-otelers, Snanniars, hatchets, || The amendment was agreed to. 
J Ui a yy . ce-picKs, mail-sacks, match-saties and matches, | 
1 some duties. lhese collectors give very heavy bonds pitchers, towels, traps, thermometers, buekets, dip- \| The Clerk read as follows: 
2 upon and incur very heavy responsibility, which in- || pers, saws, and other miscellaneous items, $50,000. | Office of depositary at Chicago: 
nrenent crease, | may almost say, in geometrical ratio Mr. MAYNARD. I suggest the question || For cashier, $2,500; for one clerk, $1,800; for tw 
<a with the increased amount of the collections, |} whether it is consistent with the dignity of a | olexks, pati for one clerk, $1,200; for one messen 
mitted ® because as this amount increases the coilector || bill of this kind to enumerate in detail such || ” Me GARFIELD ¢ Oh; I ks tel 
of this fj must depend upon a larger number of subor- || items as towels, thermometers, mail-sacks, ||) oo a cudmer *religpan naalaihte Rina ai 
‘orized [gag Ginates, and every added subordinate increases || spittoons, brooms, match-safes, pitchers, and || ‘OW!NS @ulenaiment s | oe ss 1 “dollars,” 
Parther ™ very much the responsibility and the hazard || ‘other miscellaneous items.” Pda gare Pago ke lira = ae biaecunt tke 
e debt. 4 imposed upon his chief. i would therefore Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The committee total by making it ‘* $10,060.”’ 
ar that fae 28K the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. GarriEeLp] thought it wiser to make an enumeration of The amendment was agreed to. 
feed p) whether he is satisfied that in the larger dis- || this kind than to lump under one name a large || Ths (leek teed an follows: 
Onable t tricts, where ony considerable sums are col- sum of money So far as we could, we have || For contingent expenses under the act of the 6th 
iad my ected, suitable persons can be found who will || included the items so that there might be left || of August, 1846, for the collection, safe-keeping, 
rhinh | undertake this work for the compensation here || as little residuum as possible as a general fund. || transfer, and disbursement of the public revenue, 
rs. proposed. We therefore took ail the items sent to us by || $90,000; 4 pore Pes Rapert oh aah eee os ne 
ysition Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The committee the Department and inserted them believing || tificates of deposit for office of Assistant Treasurer 
Mr. discussed that matter with a good deal of care, || that thereby less lee-way would be allowed for || at _ neck and. other offices, $13,000. For or 
opted. and conferred not only with the Commissioner || the use of this money as a general fund. | eerie ina, at pace! ag wes as the Secreta ry 
being of Internal Revenue, but the Secretary of the Mr. MAYNARD. If human ingenuity can |} of the Treasury may deem just and reasonable, 
Sted. Treasury himself. It will be observed that in || suggest any article not specified here, it should |) $10,000. z Be on 
ea te thisitem forthe costof the collection of internal || be put in. Mr. MAYNARD. The first appropriation 
ident, revenue we have reduced the amount $800,000 Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. We tried to || in this paragraph grows out of the sub-T'reas- 
e gen- below the estimates, and $500,000 below the ||} catch all. ° ury act of 1846. It is a general appropriation 
7 I amount which was paid last year. This has The Clerk read as follows: | for contingent expenses of $50,000, Then we 
eleht been done in the belief that there will be a Independent Treasury: || have an appropriation of $13,000 for checks 
n they very considerable reduction in the amount of Office of the Assistant Treasurer at New York: for | and certificates of deposit for office of Assist: 
woris fp Tevenne collected through the internal revenue || Assistant Preasurer, S801; tor deputy assistant || ant Treasurer at New York, and other offices 
department, and in the belief, also, that there clerks, book-keepers, messengers, keeper of build. || Why was that taken out of the general appro 
will be a very considerable reduction in the || ing, watchmen, engineer, detectives, and porter, || priation? Why was that particular sui set 
number of districts by consolidation of differ- || $147,685; in all, $155,688. '| apart for that particular purpose ? 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to amend 


6,000 ; 


ent districts, The Commissioner said he hoped 
to be able to reduce the districts from two 





by striking out in the paragraph just read 





| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


The first reason 


was that it was supposed to be sufficient for 


oo hundred and forty-three, the present number, || ‘$127,688,’ and substituting ‘'$157,942;’’ || the purpose, and the second was that we 
yns, at to one hundred. The committee thought that || also, by striking out ‘‘$138,688,’’ and substi- || wanted to specify in the bill as much as we 
rer hope rather sanguine, but believed that pos- | tuting ** $148,942,’ so as to make the total || could. It does not increase the previous appro- 
a. sibly he might be able to reduce the number || correct. On this subject, [ would callattention || priations. 
three of the districts one half. to the following letter: Mr. MAYNARD. Then the specifications 
in all, _ As tothe particular point raised by my friend | Treasury DepartMent, | should go further. 

from Tennessee, [Mr. Maynarp,] I will say Wasuinoton, D. ., January 25,1872, |) = Mr, GARFIELD, of Ohio. It carries it so 
elas: fp thatit must be'a remarkable district (if any- || Sit Twpuld respensully waits your ssnsion & || far as the means at our hands enabled us to do 
000,” ody can find sucha one) in which no respons- || of the Assistant Treasurer at New York, contained || it without too great a risk. 
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Mr. MAYNARD. I willask the gentleman 
this question: has changing the law making 
use of national banks as depositories tended to 
increase or decrease the expense of the sub- 
‘Treasury act of 15467 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. They have very 
considerably increased, but of course the na- 
tional banks cannot be used as depositories 


1 


i} 
| course. 


where one of these sub-Treasuries is located. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I understand that. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The exact differ- 
ence I do not know. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
to prevent what I may term a congestion of 
the public funds at any particular points. I 
hope the gentleman will give us some inform- 
ation on the subject, 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I move 
to strike out the words ‘‘ for additional clerks 
under the act for the better organization of 
the Treasury, at such rates as the Secretary of 
the Treasury may deem just and reasonable, 
$10,000." Mr. Chairman, I move to strike 
out those lines in reference to a matter which 
must soon come before the country. 


Massachusetts, { Mr. Dawes,] who is at the 
head of the Committee of Ways and Means, 


made a statement to the country that the great | 
question which underlies the system of free trade | 
and protection was so sensitive he dare not | 
touch it but with the greatest deliberation. The | 


country was disappointed, not at the remarks 
of the gentleman in that respect—because 
there were certainly grave doubts as to the 
proper way in which these great burdens now 
crushing out the life-blood of the commercial 
interests of the country should be regulated— 
but that we looked in vain for the gentleman 
to suggest something upon which the country 
can have no possible ground of difference, and 
that is in reference to this system of internal 
taxation and corruption. 1 move that amend- 
ment in consequence of the fact that these 
additional appropriations for the Secretary of 
the Treasury are demanded by the burdens 
which grow oui of that system. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I suppose the 
gentleman has accomplished his purpose in 
making the remarks he has. So far as this 
appropriation is concerned, it is precisely the 
same we had last year for the same purpose, 
and I see no reason for striking it out at all. 
On the subject the gentleman has discussed 
| have nothing to say at the present time. 
When that matter comes up I shall be glad 
As the gentleman has alluded 
particularly to my friend from Massachusetts, 
| Mr. Dawes,] I yield to that gentleman the 
rest of my time. 

Mr. DAWES. I desire simply to say that 
one object of the remarks | offered the other 
day was to forestall and deprecate discussion, 
and to suggest to gentlemen participating in it 
that it were better to be a little more reserved 
until the time come when the committee 
should present in definite form some measure 
of reliet, and if 1 succeeded in that, it is per- 
haps the first time that under similar circum- 
stances I succeeded in the object for which I 
addressed the House. 

I did not intend to indicate any particular 
course, for two reasons. ‘The first was that no 
particular course had been agreed upon, and 
the next was because I did not think it an 
opportune time. Now I shall have the aid of 
my distinguished friend from New York [Mr. 
‘TOWNSEND } before a great while in the work 
of relieving the country from the great bur- 
dens under which it is growing, so far as the 
public credit and the current expenses of the 
Government will admit. That is the great 
inquiry to which the Committee of Ways and 
Means have addressed themselves since they 
have had the matter before them. Where it 
will be best to take off duties and where to 
retain them is, as I said the other day, a grave 
question; and | do not desire just as this time 
to indicate any conviction or any particular 


to discuss it. 





These were established | 


A few | 


days since the distinguished gentleman from | 





| 





| his judgment. 








I think that the gentleman from New 
York will be satisfied of the industry and fidel- 
ity of the committee in this regard, if their 
view should not entirely commend itself to 
At least I hope they will have 
the benefit of his suggestions, and that they 
will be able to meet all his anticipations in 
this regard, and that the expenses of collect- 
ing the revenue, as well as the burdens of tax- 
ation themselves, will be all lessened—how 
far, [ am of course unable to say at this time. 

Mr. COX rose. 1] 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the amend- 
ment is exhausted. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. 
draw it. 

Mr. COX. I renew it, not for the purpose | 
of engaging in general debate on this particu- | 
lar clause so much as to call the attention of | 
the gentlemen who have charge of our taxa- 
tion to the very dilatory way in which Con- 
gress has acted in throwing off the burdens 
which the Government has placed upon the 
people. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Dawes] tells this House that we ought to | 
proceed deliberately, as a matter of delicacy. 
And they send every proposition to some 
committee, where it hangs and hangs until 
the people despair of relief. The other day 
when the question of shipping came up here, 
(and I do not propose to discuss that at any 
length on this proposition, except so far as 
to say what everybody here confesses,) | 
remarked that the country was eager and 
anxious that this most important matter 
should be taken up and disposed of in some 
way; for the House knows and the country | 
knows that there are parts of this country | 
which are aggrandizing themselves at the 
expense of other parts. 

It is no wonder that the gentlemen from 
Maine became sensible at last of the catastro- 
phe in their State. I hold in my hand astate- 
ment from a Belfast paper, and from other 
papers, which I shall ask to have incorporated 
in my remarks, and which show that right 
across the border wooden ships are being built 
seventy per cent. cheaper than they can be 
built in Maine. The day of wooden ships is | 
not gone altogether. The old industries of the 
great State of Maine are paralyzed, not only in 


j 


I 


I with- 





of Commerce, which I| will append 





ship-building, but in navigation also. Why, 
my friend from New York [Mr. Brooks] told 
the House the other day the condition of our | 
navigation on the Pacific in a way that could 
not fail to strike the attention of everybody, as 
showing what could be done if we were just to 
ourselves. 

But what is the condition of our shipping on 
the Atlantic ocean? There are one hundred 
and forty steamers running on the Atlantic, 
going across to Europe, and not one of them 
under the American flag. Twenty million | 
dollars of net profit are made by men who 
are foreigners, which might go into our coffers 
and help to swell the industry of this country. 
And yet Congress must be dilatory ; Congress | 
must handle this matter delicately. We are | 
not to have the $40,000,000 of gross profit or 
the $20,000,000 of net profit out of that great 
foreign trade, because the committee must 
wait and consider it. Why, we have had rov- 
ing committees, the Committee on Commerce 
and the Committee on the Revival of Shipping. | 
We all know that our shipping is crushed and 
killed, and we know also the men who gain by 
it, the timber men, the iron men, the copper 
men, and the hemp men. The profit goes to 
every one except to those who are engaged in 
this industry. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentleman tell 
us what the amountof our present tonnage is? 
He says that our shipping interest is entirely | 
destroyed. 

Mr. COX. I was speaking of the foreign 
trade, not of the domestic and coastwise trade, 
and the gentleman is so thoroughly well in- 
formed that he can go to the document-room 
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and find the elaborate statement of Mr. Youn 
which will post him as to our shipping, oe 
shipping has decreased thirty-three per cen, 
while the English increase within the ea, 
time is thirty-seven per cent. I have 
desk a statement from the Liverpool Jy 


Sang 
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urna! 
to my 
Ships, 
Eng. 
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izing 


remarks, to show that the building of 
wooden as well as iron, is passing to 
land, and that England, as my colleague 
Brooks] said the other day, is monopol 
the carrying trade of the ocean. 

' The following are the papers referred to jy 
Mr. Cox: ; 


[From the Belfast Republican.]} 


The Death-Line for Shipping.—In the prisons that 
were extemporized for Union soldiers in the South 
during the war, there was established a certain tina 
encircling the whole camp, and commanded by th¢ 
guard with loadedarms. Any prisoner who ec i 
that line was instantly shot. It was called the 
‘“death-line.’’ In imitation of that practice, the 
Radical Congress has established a similar line { , 
the shipping interest of this country. It is the St 
Croix river that forms the boundary between th, 
State of Maine and New Brunswick. Beyond thy 
line ships are built cheaply and well, ships ‘4, 
prosper and make money. But let the business }y; 
cross the line to the opposite shore, and it is struc} 
dead by the bullets of tariffs and taxes shot at it by 
the Radical officials who are on the watch. Thei 
aim is always deadly, 

The Portland Press last week published a state. 
ment, taken from a paper of St. John, of the ship. 
ping built at that port the past year and that cop. 
tracted for the coming season. It is as follows: 

** In 1871 twenty-seven thousand tons of shipping 
were built in St John harbor and its immediate 
neighborhood. Of the vessels built four were steay- 
ers, four were ships, twenty-two were barks, and 
twenty-two were schooners. Superior vessels haye 


Tossed 


| been built and fully equipped for sea for thirty-five 


dollars per ton, while many have been constructed 
for twenty-nine dollars per ton. The profit of the 
business has heen so great that extensive prepara- 
tions are making for an increase of the business the 
present year. The Telegraph publishes a list oj 
thirty-three new vessels already contracted for jn 
the neighborhood of St. John and in Nova Scotia.” 

Let the people of Maine consider these facts. Llere 
isacity just across the border, with essentially the 
same climate, the same natural products of wood for 
the construction of ships, but with less mechanical 
ingenuity and enterprise. But they enjoy the ad- 
vantages of a government administered by men of 
brains, who foster the business for which they have 
peculiar facilities. They have cheap iron, copper, 
duck, hemp, chains, anchors, and ship stores. They 
are exempted from the taxes that destroy the ship-. 
ping of Maine. What is the result? It is seen in 
the exhibit which their local paper triumphantly 
makes. St. Jobn is a city not a great deal larger 
than Belfast,and yet the past year she built fifty- 
two vessels of all classes, at a cost per ton but little 
over one half the cost at which the tariff and taxes 
permit a vessel to be builtin Belfast. 

liow idle, too, to talk about iron ships! Of the 
twenty-seven thousand tons thus built, not one ves- 
sel was of iron, but all were of the wood of the 
country, just such as vessels would be built of here. 
If there is a demand for wooden ships which enables 
St. John to build that amount, what should prevent 
the towns of Maine from building a proportionate 
amount? What, except the congressional death- 
line of the St. Croix ? 

The disadvantage at which American ships com- 
pete for business was exemplified year before last. in 
the shipping of several cargoes from England to this 
port. Inthesummer of 1870 Captain Harriman, one 
of the directors of the railroad, went to England 
with authority to provide for shipping three cargoes 
of railroad iron to thisport. He was also toship two 
cargoes of salt on his ownaccount. There were two 
disengaged vessels belonging in this vicinity that 
would have been glad of the business. One of them, 
the ship C. B. Hazeltine, Captain Gilkey, needed 
repairs, and the other, the bark American Lloyds, 
Captain Park, belonged in Stockton, and the captain 
desired to see his family and friends. But neither 
of these vessels could afford to take the iron at the 
ruling prices, and procure their repairs and outfits 
at home at the enormous ruling prices, so they were 
obliged to decline. The ship repaired at Liverpool 
and went on a foreign voyage. The five cargoes 
were all brought in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia 
vessels, which, after discharging, immediately went 
home, where they could make repairs and procure 
outfits at reasonable rates. 

Again, last summer, the ship C. W. White, owned 
in this city, was at Havre, needing overhauling. Her 
owners wanted to take a cargo of salt, bring her 
home, atid have repairs made here. But such was 
the enormous cost of all materials, and the taxation 
on the vessel, that they were compelled to have the 
repairs made at Havre, and the vessel there reclassed 
and fitted for sea. 

What do the carpenters, riggers, sail-makers, and 
blacksmiths of Maine think of a state of things like 
this? Is it possible to come to any other conclusion 
than that their business is taken from them and 
given directly to foreign mechanics by the Adminis- 
tration policy? There is no need of this state° 
things. It did not exist formerly, and there is 20 
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should not the people of Mainetake such a course 
~ feet such a change in Government policy as 
Se ipe out the death-line of the St. Croix? 

lil . 


From 


ee uary 2, 1872.) 
nt , particulars relating to ship-building on 
wing 
Clyde during the past year from the Glasgow 
Herald of yesterday: 
Launches reported during each month of 1871. 



















Vessels, Tons, | 
12,154 
12,601 
17,040 || 
14,013 || 
15,815 
16,966 
12,526 
17,684 
12,567 
17,049 
17,697 | 
19,433 | 
Total ...0...ccer - Re epee ae eal aiden a 167 185,545 
fthe above there were— 

a Vessels, Tons, 
Tron SCreW StOMMETS........sceeeseeeeeereeesees 115 157,812 
Iron sailing SHIPS... .ceceereeeeees 5 padaneukueaus 9 9,290 
Wooden sailing SHIPS.......0..ssccceeees we 13 1,854 
Hoppers and dredging plant..........0. 13 5,424 
War vé ssels, coccesnereccese eceecccccececesecse o 2,997 
Ir n paddle steamers beseseees 8 7,178 
Composite sailing vessels... 2 300 
(Composite steamers... ..... 1 525 
Steel StEAMETS......c.cceeceeeee a 165 

Total ...csessaises Aside ocean aides <astbadeetn 167 185,545 


Distributed over the various building districts as 
follows: 















Tons, 
(aASZOW....cccee o ea neceee eeccccees $0ssees coovscesenses cocceccccese - 99,863 
MENON Sk ce iunebnseGuesdsabis vevkeken dbdi0 Sigcerspetasussyanss 11,512 
PM AELON oossinvcnsccaccsenes sevdacnespadeistonssivecenessenes . 25,192 
Greenock ....0 iS we 20,644 
DOP AGRO Ws soxsenasacecnesass . 21,680 | 
TOE DOT cease sacesoeersesnictests pintabealecansadel Seeaeake - 1,654 | 
OUI inscinacnnandinies aches oi inbadats si vicetaich usin a 
and registered at the under-noted ports: 
Tons 
Scottish ports....... sdintoiee Sat aieaiaesweniehid nieipwenia . 68,309 
IRN TA ONG cox scans ¥eckentasSensdedesnsh txdsansiess Be SP 77,125 
[OSB OTT «.cdsuasacacectaenuhbies eccecke 3,823 
Foreign ports. . 33,111 
Colonial ports............ 415 
British Government.,... 2,597 
UGOAGORERI GG is sacesecsccasccessedes denis whiloan Seba chek ae 165 
WGA inci asansasupencece aia Sieaiceatatasetunasiviclssiesaibie . 185,545 
Horse-power of engines supplied to steamers 
IRUR GROG sia: cnedelésvaness Pesvab aban duicondhspasedtexkecdéespecn, aed 


Comparison with 1870. 
Tonnage launched and detailed as above, one hun- 
dred and sixty-seven VOSSE1S........00.0e0seres seoeeel BO {040 
Tonnage of vessels built in pieces and shipped 
abroad, and of smaller craft not specially 








reported when launched, say.......... Sanson aieed 12,000 
Total ERI OUNIE NT 1 0, cacpuvecoss detpeet uns canes oascepah ete ae 
DOEAT CORD ERG, LET sc casiese sss scceansscoedssessccannes dele 
Increase for IGV1 %.......<.cccsvsescoas iiedssadivavensi aan 


‘The foregoing returns have been carefully com- 
piled from available published sources of informa- 
tion, the tonnage, as far as practicable, being stated 
ata uniform standard. 


London Freight Market.—Messrs. Anger Broth- 
ers, intheir review for the past year, remark as fol- 
lows: in making our usual retrospect of the freight 
market and carrying trade for the past year, the 
great progress made in the transition from the use 
of sailing to that of steam vessels, stands out as the 
salient feature of the trade. The number of new 
Sailing vessels is unprecedently small, whereas the 
increase in the number of steamers is almost double 
that of any preceding year. England still monopo- 
lizes by far the greatest share of the carrying trade 
of the world, and that in a more marked degree 
Since the increased use of iron steamers. Austria, 
lialy, and Norway bold their places, but America 
stillremains far behind, and shows but little signs 
ot regaining her former position for some time yet. 

he general characteristics of the year’s trade have 
een abundant employment, at very fair remunera- 
tion for steamers, but restricted employment, at 


three months’ trade was largely stimulated by the 


effects of the Franco-German war, but since that || 


Period no political influences have had any sensible 
effect on the freight trade of this country; the fluc- 


the Liverpool Journal of Commerce, Jan- | 


Ship-Building in 1871.—We extract the | 


— 


sient reason for its existence now. A lack of | 
ier and statesmanship at Washington is the sole | 
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| as fast as we can, but they block up the com- 


Steam Shipping.—The year just closed has been in |! Mittee-room in their anxiety on this question 


many respects remarkable in connection with the | 
steam-shippingtrade. The activityin the construe- 

| tion of new steam vessels has been so great that an 
unprecedented addition has been made to the amount 

| of tonnage previously existing, and the carrying 
capacity of the British mereantile steam navy has 

been enormously increased. This animation in the 

building trade has been maintained, notwithstand- | 

| ing some adverse tendencies, which, under ordinary 
circumstances, would have retardedit; in spite ofa 
large increase in the price of material, added to a 

| very disturbed and excited feeling in this particular 


branch of labor, as well asthe vicissitudes and un- | 


certainty which during the year have been experi- 
enced inthe money market. Although the supply 


|| of tonnage has been thus largely increased, its value | 
has augmented ina still greater degree, and has more | 


than kept pace with the rise in price which the 
higher value of both i 
naturally have caused; so that under ordinary cir- 
| Cumstances steamship owners may fairly congratu- 

late themselves thattheir property is more valuable 
now than it wasthis time last year. 
yards are at thismoment fullof orders, and many of 
them have employment in hand for twelve months 
to come, 

It remains to be seen whether the enormous in- 
crease in steam tonnage is more than is necessary to 
meetthe rapidly-growing requirementsof the world. 
In spite of some doubtless well-meant prophetic 
warnings there is no appearance yet of the supply 
having overtaken the demand. 
of the world is rapidly being transferred from sail- 
ing vessels to steam, but there seems no reason to 
apprehend that the maritime interests of the coun- 
try will suffer by the change; and although a large 
number of steam vessels have been and are still 
| being built for foreign orders, they will for the most 

part be employed in opening up new trades abroad. 
| The freight market has, on the whole, been well 
maintained throughout the year. 
of the Baltic season great activity prevailed, and 
unusually high rates for grain were obtained, and 
although a reaction ensued, yet at the close of the 
season freights recovered almost to the tone with 
which the tradeopened. Fromthe North American 
grain ports high freights for steam tonnage have 
been given. 
the rates of freight homeward for produce have been 
well maintained, and there is every prospect of their 
continuing to be so. In theSpanish-ore trades there 
has been wonderful development, and the demand 
for suitable steamers has been very great and is still 
increasing. Great activity has also prevailed in the 
coasting and short continental trades, so that there 
has been little difficulty in finding suitable employ- 
ment for vessels of all sizes. 


Mr. DAWES. ‘There isa difference in men 
all over the world. It is not every one that 
knowseverything. [Laughter.] If it wereso, 
there would be no need of committees and no 
need of investigation. If the country had the 
same confidence in the statements of my dis- 
tinguished friend from New York that we have 








very low remuneration, for sailing ships. The first | 


here, nothing need be done but to take his 
measures and enact them into laws ; but when 
he announced at the commencement of this 
Congress that we had nothing to do but to fol- 
low his lead, that very announcement awakened 
in the public mind such apprehension in those 
who had not the confidence that we all have in 
his statements, that the public have thronged 
the committee-room. ‘They will not be satis- 
fied. 


York has thrown upon this question ; but they 
will not be satisfied. 
heard day after day, and if we try the experi- 
ment and tell them there is no need of further 
investigation of the subject; that the path is 
plain ; that lightis shining clear upon the Hall 
of the House of Representatives, and that 
there is no occasion for them to trouble them- 
selves; and that they have only to walk after 


find it utterly impossible to make them believe 
it. They insist on being heard upon this ques 
tion. ‘There is a sensitiveness which | cannot 
account for among business men, created by 
the announcement of my distinguished friend 
| from New York. ‘There is an anxiety upon 
their part to be heard. 
| do know something. 

experience as well as their large investments 








rec-ives his wages from them is equally anx- 
ious, and as persistent. 


tuations in rates have been due tonatural causesand || is no occasion for them to interfere, that the 


the ruling question of supply and demand, 


|| and path is all plain, that we are walking in it 


} 


material and labor would | 


The building- | 


The carrying trade | 


At the opening | 


From the East, throughout the year, | 


We have called their attention to the || 
light which my distinguished friend from New 


They insist on being | 


the great and shining light which is held up | 
before us by my friend from New York, we | 


They insist that they | 
They insist that their | 


entitle them to be heard; and the laborer who | 


We tell them there | 


and their persistence. 
This is my explanation to my friend of the 
delay. It is not because we have any doubt 
| as to our confidence in what is the right way. 
| It is because the great public of the nation 
will not accord to those ideas of his that un- 
reserved contidence which we of the commit- 
| tee and the House are ready to accord t¢ them. 
That is my explanation. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 
from New York insist upon a vote upon his 
amendment ? 

Mr. COX. No, sir. After such a magnifi- 
|| cent speech as that, I do not. 

The Clerk read the following : 


For one watchman to take careof the branch mint 
building at Carson City, Nevada, $1,000; and the act 
entitled ‘An act to establish a branch mint of the 
United States in the Territory of Nevada,’’ approved 
| March 3, 1863, is hereby repealed, and the Secretary 
of the Treasury is hereby authorized and directed, 
in his discretion, to transfer said building to such 
purposes or uses as may be required by other oflices 
of the United States. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to strike 
out the paragraph just read, and to insert in 
lieu thereof the following: 

Branch mint, Carson City, Nevada: 

For salaries of superintendent, assayer, melterand 
refiner, and coiner, and four clerks, $17,900 ; for wages 
of workmen and adjusters, $54,000; for chemicals, 
charcoal, wood, and incidental expenses, $17,600. 

Mr. WILLARD. I would like to hear from 
the chairman of the Committee on Appropri- 
ations [Mr. GARFIELD] some reason for the 
amendment he has proposed. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The Committee 
on Appropriations at first proposed to strike 
out altogether this appropriation for the branch 
mint at Carson City, and to turn the buildings 
over to the Government for the use of other 
officers of the Government. But the delega- 
tion from the Territories appeared before us, 
as did several gentlemen familiar with the mint, 
and several gentlemen from other portions of 
the country who had visited Carson City, and 
they showed us that the work of the mint there 
had increased very rapidly, and that about 
two million five hundred thousand dollars had 
been coined there during the present year. 
And they led the committee to believe that 
the branch mint there was of a great deal 
more consequence than they had supposed, 
and as the work of the mint there is increas- 
ing, we consented to restore the appropria- 
tion to the amount appropriated last year, but 
not to appropriate the amount estimated for 
by the Treasury Department for this purpose. 
| That is the only explanation | have to make. 
||} Mr. FARNSWORTH. [rise to oppose this 
amendment, because [ want to know some 

thing more of the necessity for it before I vote 
i . . . 
| for it. If we are to take what the Delegates 
from the Territories 1 the Representative 


| 








and 
|| upon this floor from the State of Nevada say 
|| upon this matter as the law and the gospel, of 
| course you will never abolish this branch mint, 
|| but you will increase your appropriations for 
| this purpose. We relied, when we established 

it, upon whatthey said. And I felt very much 
|| gratified and encouraged, indeed, when | saw 


|| that in this bill the Committee on Appropria 
tions had provided for the abolition of this 
branch mint. 

Now, sir, it seems to me that it would be 
| very much better for us to do as some gentle- 
|| men suggest, appropriate $50,000 and give it 
to those people over there at Carson City and 
have done with it, than to be engaged in carry- 
ing on the farce of building up a great mint in 
that region of the country. If the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Garrie.p] had given us the 
information upon this subject he had derived 
|| from the Treasury of the United States, it 
would have come to us in an official character, 
and I would have been much more inclined to 
\| rely upon it than upon the representations of 
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Lhis mint 

| know that this House very reluctantly 
passed a bill to establish this branch mint. 
After considerable length the 
House yielded good-naturedly to the appeals 
that were made by those gentlemen, and | 
believe very much to the regret afterward of 
a majority of the members of this House, who 
in their sober second-thought made up their 
minds the establishment of this branch 
mint was entirely unnecessary. Now, I would 
like to know whether they coin anything but 
silver in this branch mint at Carson City. 
What do they Are there any 
official reports which will tellus how much coin 
has been made there; whether anything other 
than silver is coined there, and whether that 
coinage could not be made ju stas well at some 
other mint what necessity there is 
for anything there—at all events, for anything 
more than an assay office? It is just as cheap 
to transport the bullion in bars from Carson 
City to Philadelphia, or to any other eastern 
point, as it is to transport the coin. I shall 
therefore cl to this amendment, unless 
some better reason can be given for it than I 
have yet heard 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. One word only 
in answer to the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. 
hannswortu.| Lhe Mint report does show 
that over million dollars was coined at 
last year, wuolly or nearly all in 


nm contest of 


that 


coin there? 


as there; 


ob f 


LWwo 

Carson City 
Siiver. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Very well; will the 

now whether all or nearly 

all of that coin has not been transported from 

Is it used there ; 


gentleman tell us 

the minut there to the Hast? 

Is It pa 1 out there; or 1s it transported to the 

Kast? If it is transported hither, why may it 

not as well be transported in bars as in coin? 
Here the hammer fell. J 

the CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending 
amendment is exhausted. 

Mr. SARGENT. I| move pro forma to 
amend the amendment by striking out the last 
word. The original bill for the establishment 
ot a mint 


had not the pleasure of the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Farnsworra ; } 
and consequently | do not think be has any 
personal knowledge which justifies him in say 
Ing that Lhe mint was reluctant y established, 
it was shown at that time by a very able report 
the late 


chairman of the 


sehted by 
Committee of Ways and 
Means, that the commercial necessities of that 
section required the establishment of that mint. 
‘There were at that time special reasons why 
the mint was demanded. There was then no 
means of communication between Nevada and 


at Carson City was passed in the | 
Chirty-Seventh Congress, when, | believe, we | 
presence of the | 


lhaddeus Stevens, then | 


California except DY slages or Wagons; so that | 
the cost of transporting bullion to San Fran- 


cisco, Where there was a mint, was extremely 
heavy, constituting a very large burden upon 
the peopie ol the Territories. Now, while it 


is true that this very urgent reason existing at 


that time for the establishment of that mint | 
does not now exist in so great force, yet there | 
are now reasons with reference to the business | 


and convenience of the people of that State 
which demand the continuance of the mint 
there. 

The question why all this bullion (the 
product of the State having already reached 
$21,000,000, and the business largely increas- 
ing) cannot be transported to Philadelphia, 
coined there and sent back for the local purposes 
of the State of Nevada, might be asked with as 
much force with reference to the mint at San 
Francisco or the assay office at New York, or 
any other establishment of this kind through- 
out the whole country. 
of the Government (and an exception ought 
not to be made against the State of Nevada) 
to coin so far as possible where the minerals 
are produced, in order to save the great loss 


lt has been the poliey 


} 
| 


| 





_ has been subjected. 


gentlemen whe are interested in maintaining | which would otherwise be entailed upon the 


people by transportation of bullion. It is in 
pursuance of this policy that the mint has 
been established at Carson City. The policy 


i 


is # wise one, and is beneficial to the people | 
of the Territories; and the amounts received | 
| by the Government for coining have nearly 
| paid the expenses to which the Government | 


The business of this mint 


| is rapidly increasing ; and there are no reasons | 
| growing out of the condition of its business | 


why it should be abolished. It has been in 


| operation only about a year and a half—not | 


quite two years, if my recollection serves me. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [thought the gentle- 
man from California [Mr. SarGenr] said it 
was established in the Thirty-Seventh Congress. 

Mr. SARGENT. The gentleman from Illi 
nois has pretty good ears, and I have no doubt 
understood me. If not, l will explain. The 
original legislation for the establishment of 


| this mint was passed by the Thirty-Seventh 
, Congress; but it took several years to erect the 


| increasing every year. 





| bill establishing this mint was passed, 


'a commencement should be 


buildings and to have the delicate machinery 
required transported there and put in opera- 
tion. The mint has been in operation, as I 
state, less than two years. After the first year 
the showing of the business of that mint was 
not considerable; one reason of this being that 
the railroad was 
Virginia City to Carson City, so that shipping 
the bullion to the latter point cost more tian 
to send it by railroad to California; but as 
soon as railroad facilities were supplied, the 
business of the mint rapidly increased, and is 
| have no doubt that 
the business of this mint will very soon be so 
considerable as fully to justify the measure by 
which it was established. 

The gentleman from Illinois asks why this 
money does not come to the Kast. 
large amount of the precious metals produced 


by California, Nevada, and the other Pacific | 


States is brought here. We bring it here to 
purchase goods of all kinds, the manufac 
tures of the Kast as well as imported goods. 
New York, Boston, and the other business 
centers of the East thus get the benefit of 
this production. We ourselves as commun- 
ilies are comparatively poor from the fact 
that nearly all our resources of this kind are 
drained to supply the lack of manufactures 
among ourselves. 

| Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The gentleman from 
California says that | was not here when the 
if he 
refers to the act by which it was provided that 
made, that a 
building should be erected, he states truly; 
but if he means | was not here when the first 
appropriation was passed to pay officers at this 
mint, he is mistaken. 
yearsago. An appropriation to commence the 
erection of a building is one thing; the estab- 


| lishment of & working mint is another thing. 








| to run this mint up in the mountain. 


] say here that | voted against the bill. 

Now, sir, it is said thattwo millions of silver 
are coined in this mint. It is said a portion 
of the silver is required for business in that 
State. But there is a neighboring mine in 
California. How much does it cost to trans- 
port this silver from Nevada to the mint at 
San Francisco? Not one tithe of what it costs 
Kvery: 
body knows that. ‘The idea is absurd of our 
paying out annually, beside all other contin- 
gent expenses, for salaries nearly fifty thousand 
dollars, merely for manipulating that mint, 
when there is a neighboring mint in California 
where this $2,000,000 could be coined without 
any additional expense. It is one of the absurd- 
ities that have been ingrafted on the expendi- 
tures of this Government. It is entirely unne- 


| cessary, and was passed for local reasons and 


local benefits, and not for the benefit of the 
people of the United States. Why go on with 
this useless expense for salaries? Why not 


not then constructed from | 


Sir, a | 


That was done two | 
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| the $45,000,000, which the 





January 24, 


send the $2,000,000, as well asthe balance of 


gentleman Bays 


| are produced by the neighboring mines in Cali. 





> 


fornia, to the mint at San Francisco? 
we to continue the establishments of rm 
in the different States merely for the 
of local benefit? 
opposed to it, 

Mr. SARGENT’, by unanimous c 
withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. KENDALL. I renew it. Mr. Chair. 
man, I beg the indulgence of the committe, 
for one moment. I regret very much to co, 
this opposition to the continuance of our min: 
in the far West renewed here at this Congress 
I beg the indulgence of the committee, thera. 
fore, I say, for a few moments, if my veige 
will permit me, while I explain briefly and 
succinctly as | can, some consideration 
I believe this appropriation should be 
tinued. : 

Mr. Chairman, what are the facts in regard 
tothis measure? What is the bullion product 
in my own State of Nevada? Over twenty. 
one millions for the current year, and if th 
operations of this mint be discontinued, what 
will be the result? It will amount, Mr. Chai; 
man, to a tax of nearly four hundred thousand 
dollars to the people of the State, which wil] go 
into the hands of private assayers, who will 
assuy all the bullion of our miners and mij. 
men. 

What, sir, has been the policy of our Goy. 
ernment ever since the opening and develo, 
ment of these western States? Has it pot 
been that our bullion should be coined ag negy 
as possible where it is produced? Why should 
the people of those far western States, where 
our pioneers have gone, giving the best years 
of their lives to open up and develop new 
countries, and send here to your doors the 
precious metals, be compelled to send their 
bullion, the product of their hard toil, to be 
coined two thousand or three thousand miles 
from where it is produced? ‘Therefore it is, 
and rightly should be, the policy of the Gov- 
ernment to encourage and foster all these 
coining institutions near where the bullion is 
produced. Hence this mint at Carson City, 
which is saving annually to the people of our 
State by the reduction of the cost of assaying 
and coinage nearly four hundred thousand 
dollars per annum. 

The honorable gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
Farnsworth] who has just taken his seat 
thinks that this bullion should go to the San 
l’rancisco mint, and there be coined. I beg to 
call the gentleman’s attention to the fact that 
the mint at San Francisco is now being recon- 
structed and enlarged, and is not in # condition 
to make any great addition to the amount of 
its coinage. ‘Therefore there exists the greater 
necessity for the mint in my own State. Mr. 
Chairman and gentlemen, as I have already 
remarked, the bullion product of that State 1s 
over twenty-one million dollars for the present 
year. The bullion product of the eastern part 
of the State, where my own residence is, is 
$11,000,000 for this year, in place of $5,000,000 
last year. I hesitate not to say our bullion 
product will amount to $40,000,000 instead 
of $21,000,000 for the coming year; and yet 
gentlemen coolly say that we have no need of 
a mint where this vast product of our industry 
shall be put in a commercial and available 
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shape. 

Mr. Chairman, if we are to be deprived of 
this means of placing the leading product of 
our industry in such shape, | shall regret it 
very much. I hope, in conclusion, that gen- 
tlemen will consider that mining is our leading 
industry. Wehave nocommerce. We have 
but little agricultural wealth. Mining for the 
precious metals is to us what commerce, manu: 
factures, and agriculture are to other States. 
I beg that you will not heedlessly cripple the 
almost sole industry of our young but rapidly 
growing Commonwealth. 
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Mr. WILLARD. I wish to callattention to || of Nevada, as the gentleman has called it— | 

7 although I believe it has not grown any in | 
|| population during the last ten years—claims | 
| that its industries should be specially encour- | 
| aged. | 


the explanation given to the House by the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
in the last Congress when this proposition was 
before that body. It will be remembered by 
those who were here then that the Committee 
on Appropriations reported against this appro- 


riation. ther 4 : ' 
Ne appropriation intheir bill, and in that re- 


spect they agreed with the committee this year | 


when they made their recommendation. At 
that time the committee adhered to its ground, 


put the persuasive gentleman from Nevada | 
succeeded by blandishments in securing a 


small majority in favor of an appropriation of 


$100,000. 
ap ropriation, and to give one hundred thou- 


sand, or nearly that—it is $90,000 in the bill— | 


to this mint at Nevada, which coined last year 


two million dollarsin silver. That would be pay: | 


ing for coinage nearly six cents for every dollar. 
At San Francisco it is one and a half cent 
on the dollar. And the reason given for it is 
substantially this: in the first place, the com- 
mittee say that they have been overwhelmed by 
the outside pressure, that they have been begged 
into making this recommendation. ‘They do 
it without heart evidently. 
asked by the gentleman from Nevada [Mr. 


KrxpALL] to do this because, he says, if we do | 


not grant this appropriation we are striking at 


the only industry of the State of Nevada. 1! do | 


not know that it is the business of Congress 
necessarily, or of the United States Treasury, 


to build up by specific apppropriation the in- |, 


dustries of any section of the country. 


Agri- 


culturists would be very glad probably of an | 
appropriation for flouring mills,that they might | 
have their wheat ground into flour and made | 


ready for the market. It would no doubt be 


a great advantage to the agricultural interest | 


to have Federal appropriations every year for 
the establishment of flouring mills. 

Mr. SARGENT. I would ask the gentle- 
man whether he finds a warrant in the Consti- 
tution of the United States for the establish- 
ment of flouring mills, and whether he does 
not fird in the Constitution a warrant for the 
coinage of money? 

Mr. WILLARD. 1 did not make the sug- 
gestion that it was unconstitutional. My sug- 
gestion was only as to encouraging an industry 
in Nevada, in answer to the remarks of the 
gentleman from that State. I have no doubt 
it is constitutional, but I say there is no need 
for it. Idonot think even the gentleman from 
California [Mr. SarGent] will say there is any 
need of this appropriation in order to have the 
necessary amount of coinage in the country. 
San Francisco can coin this as wellas Nevada. 
There are now no doubt too many mints as 
there are too many navy yards in the country. 
They are given as pieces of favoritism to spe- 
cial localities, sometimes to secure the exer- 


cise of some political influence, but generally | 


as a matter of favoritism, when they are asked 
for by those localities. 

Mr. KENDALL. I would ask the gentle- 
man whether or not it is the policy of the Gov- 
ernment to build up and sustain mints near 
where the precious metals are produced? 
_Mr. WILLARD. I cannotsee that the situa- 
tion of the minthas anything to do with mining. 


l suppose an assay office would be of some | 


service. But I do not know that it is of any 
more service to the mining interest of Nevada 


to have its silver coined there than to have it | 


coined at San Francisco. 

Mr. KENDALL. Would it not be more 
economical to have it coined where it is pro- 
duced ? 

Mr. WILLARD. I do not know. If it 
were needed for currency in Nevada there 
would be some advantage in having it coined 
there where it was produced. But I do not 
Suppose it is pretended that it is needed as 
coin as a circulating medium in Nevada. In 
fact, as has been stated here, the only reason 


for this is that the young and growing State 


42p Conga. 2p Sess.—No. 37. 


In other words, they did not include | 


We are asked now to renew the | 


And now we are | 
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Mr. KENDALL. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman a question there. 

Mr. WILLARD. 
allowed to finish my sentence. 

Mr. KENDALL. Has any State of the 
Union increased faster since the last census 
than Nevada has done? 


Mr. WILLARD. I understand that the | 


population ot Nevada is no larger now than it 
was ten years ago. I believe it has forty-two 
thousand at the present time. 


Mr. KENDALL. What was it ten years ago? | 


Mr. WILLARD. Mr. Chairman, I disagree 


entirely with this notion that we must foster | 


this mining interest. The mining interest is 
a rich interest. It isaninterest in which there 
are millions and millions of dollars of money 


made every year in a speculative way. I do | 
not say that the miners get it, but it is con- | 


sidered a rich industry, and is no more de- 


pendent upon the United States Treasury tor | 
its support than agriculture is dependent upon |, 


the United Siates lreasury, or manufacturing. 


It is an industry that is able to stand alone in | 


Nevada as everywhere else. It is a rich in 
dustry, and should not come here and ask 
$100,000 from the Government, for that is 
practically what is asked. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope debate 
will now close upon this question. 

Mr. KENDALL. 
ment. 

Mr. SARGENT. 


by speculation in mining stock. ‘Thereis also 


a great deal of loss from the same process, | 


but if the gentleman from Vermont means to 


imply that mining is profitable to the miner in || 
| the same sense that agriculture is profitable to || 


the agriculturist, he is entirely mistaken. The 


gentleman must speak from very limited expe- | 


rience. Ido not know how much opportun- 


ity he has ever had to visit any mining locality, | 


but I tell him the fact—whieh he can verify by 


going through any mining town in any portion | 
of the country, unless it be in some receut min- | 
ing camp where there is excitement in reference | 


to mining discoveries—that mining commun- 
ities are generally impoverished ; that you wil! 


| find more poor men, laboring men, who work 


from sunrise to sunset, men browned by toil, 

bonest, laboring workingmen, in these com 
’ oD 5 ? 

munities in the mining States and ‘Territories, 


factories. Mining is an uncertain industry, and 
less remunerative than almostany other. Gold 


and silver have an intrinsic value at the mint, | 
and if you put a tax upon them it is a tax | 


which is taken, not from the consumer, but 
from the profits of the producer. Now, | 
challenge denial of this fact. The magnificent 
amount that came from the toilsome men to 
whom | have referred saved this nation, and 
kept up its credit during the war. Why, sir, 
when a single steamer went down on the 
Atlantic in whichthere were a few millions of 
coin, it produced a financial commotion in the 
country which is stillremembered and referred 
to as an era in financial affairs. Both your 
farmersand your manufacturers have to depend 
upon this industry to give them the means with 
which to carry on and keep afloat all kinds of 
business. 

Now, for a gentleman to get up here and 
sneer at this industry, and say that they are 
asking aid from the Government, is simply to 
show an inaccurate conception of the subject 
of which he speaks. Why not make his phi- 
lippic against the Mint at Philadelphia, which 
is more than two thousand miles from the 
nearest point at which bullion is produced? 
Why should men be compelled to bring their 


I withdraw the amend- | 


I renew the amendment. | 
I admit that there is a great deal of money | 
made in Wallstreet, or on Montgomery street, | 
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bullion to Philadelphia from Georgia and San 
Francisco and Oregon, as they were up to the 
time of the establishment of the mint at San 
Francisco, to be coined in Philadelphia? Can 
any One say why an army of officials is kept up 
at that point. and all the contingent expenses 


| of a mint there are incurred, unless it be for 
I would prefer to be | 


the benefit of the city of Philadelphia? If 
the Constitution requires the Government to 
coin money, Why not coin it at the place where 
the bullion is produced? We do not ask any 
favors, but we do ask that when California 
produces $50,000,000 in bullion, and Nevada 
$30,000,000, that bullion shall be coined on 
the spot. That which is wrung by hard labor 
from the soil ought to be utilized upon the spot. 
The producers of it ought not to be required to 
go to the enormous expense of the transporta- 
tion of their bullion to Philadelphia for coinage. 
‘That is what we claim; ail that the gentleman 
from Nevada claims is that the mining inter- 
est wiil be benefited by enabling them to coin 
at their own doors the product of their toil. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. L. MYERS. Why need the gentleman 
strike a blow at the Mint at Philadelphia, and 
seek to destroy that? 

Mr. SARGENT. Ido not seek to destroy 
the Mint at Philadelphia. I say you should 
have a Miut there, and we should also have 


| one at Carson City. 


Mr. NIBLACK. Lrise to oppose the amend- 


| ment to the amendment, because | am in favor 


of the original proposition, to make an appro- 
priation similar to the one that was in the ap- 
propriation bill of last year. As a member of 
the Committee on Appropriations, | concurred 
two years ago in the propriety of the action of 
the committee when they omitted to report 
any appropriation for this mint at Carson City. 
But atier a full and thorough discussion, the 
House at that time overruled our action, and 
reinstated the appropriation as estimated for 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

When the subject was first brought to the 
attention of the Committee on Appropriations 
this session, it is, perhaps, not improper, in 
view of what has already been said here, for 
me to state the fact that the opinion of the 
committee was against making any appropri- 
ation for this purpose. We desired to retrench 
wherever we could without injury to the ser- 
vice of the Government, and, therefore, fol- 
lowing the lead of the former Committee on 
Appropriations two years ago, we omitted this 
year toreport an appropriation for this branch 
mint. But since we took that action we have 
had occasion to investigate the subject more 


| thoroughly than we had had an opportunity of 
than he can find in his own State among the || 


farmers aud the operatives who work in | 


doing at the time we determined to omit the 
appropriation for this purpose. We have been 
informed that the business of this establishment 
has been much very increased, that new and 
expensive machinery, difficult of transporta- 
tion, has been placed in the mint, and that 


| during the past year it has not only assayed a 
\| very considerable amount of bullion, bat it 
| has also coined a very considerable amount 
| there. 


Now, if this branch mint shall be discon- 


| tinued, it will, in the first place, throw upon the 
| Government a building for which it would 


have no suflicient use, and also throw upon the 
hands of the Government a large amount of 
valuable machinery which it would be very 
expensive to transport to any other place, and 
which would be of comparatively very little 
value. ‘Therefore, after having heard all that 
could be said both for and against this prop- 
osition, | have come to the conclusion that we 


| ought, in fairness and in justice, in considera- 


tion of what has been done heretofore by Con- 
gress upon this subject, to continue the appro- 


| priation for this branch mint for the present 
year. Accordingly I concur in the action of the 


Committee on Appropriations on this subject. 
Mr. SARGENT. I withdraw my amend- 
ment to the amendment. 


Mr. DAWES. I renewit. It is trwe that 
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the Committee on Appropriations of the last | 
Congress reported against this proposition for 
the continuance of this branch mint at Carson 
City; and it was only after a very avimated 
discussion and by a very close vote that it was 
inserted ia the bill. The idea of the commit- 
tee was to make it an assay oflice, as we were 
afterward obliged to establish an assay ollice 
iu Idaho, and as in a year or two we will be 


their idea, and I think it was a correct one, 
benefits, if not more, thata mint brings to hin, | 
indeed, that a mint is of no possible benefit to | 
the miner. It is a benefit to him to know the | 
value of his silver and his gold in bars; and | 
wheh it is assayed and has thestamp of the 
assayer upon it, it is worth more to him in the 
market, more to bim in the Bank of California, 
than so much coin. It is worth more than one 
halfof one per cent. more to him in bars from | 
the assay office than it is in coin. As a mat- 
ter of merchandise, or for any use to which 
hecan put it, itis worth more to him when 
assayed merely than when coined. 


ment is somewhat novel to me, and I wish he 
would give his grounds for it. 

Mr. DAWES. I will tell the gentleman. It 
is because the Bank of California will to-day 
pay more for bars of assayed bullion than it | 
will for coin. ‘he bar is obliged to be carried | 
to the mint to be coined, and the man who | 
carries it there is obliged to pay one half of 
one per cent. to the Government in order to 
get it made into coin. ‘That is one thing. 
Then it is worth more to him, because when 


than he can for coin. And the Coin Current, 
which I have at home, if it is not in my desk 
here, will bear me out in saying that the bul- 
lion when assayed in bars is worth more than 
so much coin. 
. Mr. SARGENT. If it costs something to 
convert a bar of bullion into coin, to turn the 
unmanufactured product into a manufactured 


article, | do not see how the unmanufactured || 


article can be worth more than the manufac- 
tured, 

Mr. DAWES. The coin has alloy in it. 

Mr. SARGENT. Most of the metal pro- | 
duced has to have the base metal separated | 
from it. It is not so pure as coin. 

Mr. DAWES. If it is assayed, its actual | 
vahue as pure gold or pure silver is stamped 
upon it. 

Mr. SARGENT. I know that; but that is 
not the condition in which it is taken from the 
earth. It is not pure, as mined. 

Mr. DAWES. Certainly not. Now, I say 
that an assay office yields to a-mining commun: | 
ity all the benefits that can be derived from a 
mint. There is no doubt that an assay office at | 
every point where there is a considerable pro- | 
duction of precious ores is of great benefit to 
tlre people. 

But, sir, Congress decided to continue this 
mint. I had the pleasure of visiting it last | 
summer. It has produced more than two mil- | 
lion dollars of coin. It is conducted on the 
most economical scale possible in that coun- 
try. Although it is my belief that there should | 
not be more than two mints in this country— 
one at Philadelphia and the otherat San Fran- 
cisco—yet Congress has decided otherwise. 
A new mint bas been established at Carson 
City. It has been stocked with new machin- | 
ery, and is in successtul operation. It is car- 
rying on its work prudently and economically ; | 
and | am satisfied that the better policy now 
is to let it continue, rather than extinguish it, 
as is suggested by the gentleman from Illinois, 
(Mr. Farxswortn.] Although | opposed in || 
the outset the establishment of this mint, and |! 
still adhere to the idea that with the exception | 
of Philadelphia and San Francisco there should | 
be assay offices instead of minis—that these | 
two mints should be the only ones in the coun- | 
try—yet as we have established this mint and || 











obliged to establish one in Montana. It was || 


|| ing, as well as the amount of assaying done 
|| there, is very large. Nevada, as is well known, 
| is simply one great silver mine, producing a | 


Mr. SARGENT. ‘The gentleman’s state- || 


|| and the establishment of which has been a part 


he ships it abroad he can realize more for it || 





| 

| have kept it in operation two years, and as its 
business is being conducted economically, I 

| think it better to continue it. I shall therefore 

| vote for this appropriation. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Mr. Chairman, it will 
he recollected that two years ago we had be- 
fore us the question whether or not we should 
discontinue the operations of this mint ; that 

| after a good deal of discussion we decided they 
should be continued, and we made an appro- 
| priation for that purpose. I happened to be 


that an assay office brings to the minerall the |} inthe State of Nevada during the following 


| summer, and I visited this mint at Carson 


| City, taking interest in it more especially be- 
| cause of the discussion we had had here. I 
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| found that a very excellent building had been | 


| economically; that at very considerable ex- 
| pense it had been supplied with the most im- 


| proved machinery known to modern art, for || 


| the purpose of coining. The amount of coin- 


very large proportion of the silver produced 
in the world. 

| The policy of the Government has been to 
| encourage our mining interests by the estab- 
| lishment of mints in the neighborhood of the 
| mines. The mint at Charlotte, in the neigh- 
| borhood of the gold mines of North Carolina; 
| the mintat Dahlonega, in the neighborhood of 
| the gold mines of Georgia, when those mines 
| were severally in operation, are illustrations of 


|| this policy. To take away from the miners of | 


| Nevada the mint which we have placed there, 


of the inducement for them to go there and 
| develop those mines, would be, it seems to me, 
not only bad policy as a matter of legislation, 
but also an act of very greatinjustice. I hope, 
therefore, that the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Ohio will be adopted. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohie. I ask unan- 
imous consent that debate be closed on the 
pending amendment. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 

Mr. DAWES. I withdraw my pro forma 
| amendment to the amendment. 

The question reeurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Garrie.p, of Ohio, which was read, as 
follows: 

Strike out the following: ; 

For one watchman to take care ofthe branch-mint 
building at Carson City, Nevada, $1,000; and the act 
entitled ** An act to establish a branch mint of the 
United States in the Territory of Nevada,” approved 
| March 3, 1863, is hereby repealed, and the Secretary 
of the Treasury is hereby authorized and directed, 
in his discretion, to transfer said building to sch 
purposes or uses as may be required by other offices 
of the United States. s 

And insert in lieu thereof the following : 

Branch mint, Carson City, Nevada: 

For salaries of superintendent, assayer, melter and 
refiner, coiner, and four clerks, $17,900. 

For wages of workmen and adjusters, $54,000. 

Bor chemicals, charcoal, wood, and incidental 
expenses, $17,600. 
| Theamendment was agreed to ; there being— 
| ayes ninety-nine, noes not counted. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Assay Office, New York: 
| Forsalary of superintesdent, $4,500; for salary of 
| assayer, $4,500; for salary of melter and refiner, 
| $3,000; for salary of assistant assayer, $2,000; for sal- 
| ary of deputy treasurer, $3,000; for compensation 
of clerks, $10,200. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move, in line 
six hundred and ninety-two, to strike out 
** $3,000"’ and insert in lieu thereof ** $4,500;”’ 
so as to make the salary of the deputy treas- 
urer $4,500 instead of $3,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. POLAND. I move, in line six hun- 
dred and ninety-three, after the word *‘ clerks’’ 
where it last occurs, to insert the words ‘‘at 
the discretion of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Assay Office at Boisé City, Idaho: 

For salaries of superintendent, assayer, melter, 
and clerk, $7,409. 








|| erected by the Government, and erected very | 





January 24, 








Mr. MERRITT. I move toamend oy pag 

29 by striking out the word *‘ sn perintenden) 

| in line seven hundred and seven, and strikin 

out ‘*$7,400,’’ in lines seven hundred al 

seven and seven hundred and eight, and i 

serting ** $6,200,”’ and by adding to the end 
of line seven hundred and eight as follows. 

The office of superintendent of the assay off 


| Boisé City is hereby abolished, and the ssenyer t 
| said office shall perform the duties of superinten, 
ent in addition to the duties of the office of asesv, 
| The salaries of the officers of said office shall be .: 
follows: to the assayer, the sum of $2,400; to the 
nielter and refiner, the sum of $2,000; y % 
the sum of $1,800. 


Mr. DAWES. Lobject to that amendment 
and make the point of order, as it change, 
existing laws, that it is not in order, os 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustaing the 
point of order. 

Mr. MAYNARD. In order to permit yy 
friend from North Carolina to prepare some 


to one clerk 


|| facts in reference to the assay office at Char. 


_lotte, North Carolina, I move that the coy. 
mittee rise. 

The motion was agreed to, and the commit 
tee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having 
'resumed the chair, Mr. WHEELER reported 
| that the Committee of the Whole on the state 
| of the Unign had, according to order, had 
under consideration the state of the Unio, 
generally, and particularly the bill (H.R. No, 
1060) making appropriations for the legisla. 
tive, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending June 380, 1873, 
and for other purposes, and had come to jo 
resolution thereon. 


MAIL CONTRACTS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a letter from the Postmas- 
ter General, transmitting, in compliance with 
resolutions of the House, information in refer- 
ence to mail contracts ; which was referred to 
the Committee on thé Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


KAW INDIANS, KANSAS. 


| The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
| sent, laid before the House a letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, asking for an appro- 


'| priation for the Kaw Indians, Kansas ; which 





| was referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
| tions, and ordered to be printed. 


APACHE INDIANS. 


The SPEAKERalso, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House, a letter from the See: 
retary of the Interior, asking for an appropri- 
ation of $250,000 required to subsist and care 
for the Apache Indians; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 


LOSS OF GOVERNMENT FUNDS. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Sec 
retary of War, in relation to the loss of Cov- 
ernment funds by fire at Fort Buford, Dakota 
Territory, in January, 1870; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, aud 
ordered to be printed. 


SALE OF ARMS, ETC. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Sec: 
retary of War, in relation to sale of arms and 
ordnance stores; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 





LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Srorw 
for one week, to Mr. Foster, of Ohio, for 
three days, and to Mr. Puarr for one week 
after to-morrow. 

DR. J.D. WHALE. 

On motion of Mr. MAYNARD, leave was 
can for the withdrawal from the files of the 
_ House of papers in the case of Dr. J. D. Hale. 

B. F. PRESSLEY. 


Mr. WALLACE, by unanimous consent, 
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sresented the petition of B. F. Pressley, for 
re which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


GOVERNMENT FOR THE INDIAN TERRITORY. 


Mr. SHANKS, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the protest of the delegates of the 
Creek, Cherokee, and Choctaw nations ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Afuirs, and ordered to be printed. 


FRANCHISE FOR COACH LINE, 


Mr. DUELL. I ask unanimous consent to 
introduce a bill for reference. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any exigency for 
the introduction of the bill to-day? 

Mr. DUELL. There is to some extent. I 
do not expect to be in my place on Monday, 
when the States will be called, having obtained 
jeave of absence. 

There being no objection, the bill (H. R. 
No. 1190) granting a franchise for a line 
of coaches from the national Capitol to the 
national cemetery at Arlington, Virginia, 
was introduced, read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORT OF R. W. RAYMOND. 


Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported the following resolution ; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 
printed of the report of R. W. Raymond, on the sta- 
tistics of mines and mining, with accompanying 
engravings, three thousand copies for the use of the 
House, one thousand copies for the use of the Sen- 
ate,and one thousand copies for the use of the 
Treasury Department. 

Mr. BEATTY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted ; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ELECTIONS IN WASHINGTON AND IDAHO. 


Mr. TAFFE. I ask unanimous consent to 
put on its passage the bill (H. R. No. 1030) 
regulating elections in Washington and Idaho 
Territories. I desire to state there is a pressing 
necessity for the speedy passage of this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will be pre- 
pared to recognize the gentleman to ask unani- 





sinh 








mous consent at the termination of the morn- 
ing hour to-morrow. 

Mr. RANDALL. That will give time for 
an examination of the bill. 

Mr. TAFFE. Then | withdraw my request 
for the present. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at four 
o'clock p. m.) the House adjourned. 


I move that the 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 


By Mr. ACKER: The remonstrance of | 
| 
| 
| 





workers in iron and others, citizens of Norris- 
town, Pennsylvania, against a change of the 
existing tariff laws abating or abolishing duties 
upon such articles as are successfully produced 
in this country, &e. 

_ By Mr. BROOKS, of New York: Two peti- | 
tions oft offieers of savings banks, forthe repeal | 
of the law taxing deposits of $500 and upward | 
one twenty-fourth of one per cent. monthly, | 
upon the ground that it is a tax upon working- | 


men, 


By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of | 
Samuel Wadington and 89 others, journeymen | 
cigar-makers, of Fall River, Massachusetts, 
pMiying an increase of duties on imported 
cigars. 

_ By Mr. CLARKE, of New York: The peti- 
tion of importers and dealers in sugar, in favor 
of a specilic and uniform rate of duty. 

Also, the petition of manufacturers and 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
} 


of sixteen cents per pound. 





| Also, the memorial of William 


By Mr. DONNAN: The petition of distillers 
and wholesale liquor dealers of Dubuque, Iowa, 
for a change of the law relative to the tax on 
distilled spirits. 

By Mr. DUELL: The petition of R. A. 
Francis, of New York, asking damages for the 


violation of a contract by the quartermaster’s | 
department for five hundred thousand yards | 


of kersey cloth. 

By Mr. GRIFFITH: Remonstrances numer- 
ously signed by the operatives in the rolling- 
mill and furnaces of James Wood, Son & Co., 
of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, against a 
change in the existing tariff laws abating or 


abolishing duties upon such articles as are suc- | 


cessfully produced in this country. 

By Mr. HANCOCK: The petition of Thomas 
Kearny, collector of customs at the port of 
Corpus Christi, Texas, praying relief from 
losses of public money forcibly taken from him 
by robbers. 

By Mr. HOAR: 
Harty, for arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Mary J. Miller, fora 
pension. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition ofsoldiers 
of the fourteenth regiment New York volun- 
teers, for relief. 

By Mr. LYNCH: The petition of Sergeant 
J. W. Ambler, asking compensation for ser- 
vices in drilling troops during the war. 

By Mr. MANSON: The memorial of James 
T. Gardner, Samuel Milburn, B. J. Armstrong, 
Henry Barton, and 60 others, all soldiers in 
the late war to suppress the rebellion, praying 
the speedy enactment by Congress of House 
bill No. 452, introduced by Mr. Manson, to 
graut bounty lands to soldiers who served in 
the said war, and to the widows and children 
of such as have died. 

By Mr. McKEE: The petition of W. E. 
Doney & Co., and 180 others, citizens of 
Madison county, Mississippi, asking the re- 
funding of the cotton tax. 

By Mr. MERRIAM: The petition of J. C. 
Lewis and numerous others, citizens of Lewis 


county, New York, asking an amendment to | 


the pension act of February 14, 1871, so as to 
include the surviving soldiers and widows of 
soldiers of the war of 1812, who have served 
less than sixty days. 

By Mr. MORPHIS: The petition of citizens 
of the State of Mississippi, praying the estab- 
lishment of a branch of the Federal court at 
Aberdeen, Mississippi. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the State of 
Mississippi, praying the refunding of the cot- 
ton tax collected in 1865 and 1867. 

By Mr. L. MYERS: The petition of Gen- 
eral De Witt C. Baxter, late colonel of the 
seventy-second Pennsylvania volunteers, for a 
special act allowing him arrears of pension. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Houser, form- 
erly a private of company I, ninetieth regi- 
ment Pennsylvania volunteers, and afterward 
first sergeant company K, two hundred and thir- 
teenth regiment Pennsylvania volunteers, for 
the passage of an act allowing him arrears of 
pension. 

Also, the petition of James E. Audenried, 
late first lieutenant company E, second Penn- 
sylvania cavalry, for the passage of an act 
granting him arrears of pension from Septem- 
ber 17, 1864, to May 13, 1870. 

Wheeler 
Hubbell, of Pennsylvania, to the Congress of 
the United States, to appropriate the money 
to satisfy the unpaid balance of the verdict 
rendered in his favor under the joint resolution 
of Congress, approved June 3, 1864, for the 
use of several million of his patent fuses for 


the United States, and the transfer of his 
patents to the United States in pursuance of 


pera shells by the Army and Navy of 
| 


said Vey resolution, accompanied by the | 


proo 


| By Mr. PLATT: The petition of Joseph 
dealers in tobacco, in favor of a uniform tax ] 


Dawson, late United States assistant assessor 
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received while in the discharge of his official 
duties. 

By Mr. PORTER: The memorial of the 
National Tobacco Association of the United 
States, for a uniform tax of sixteen cents on 
tobacco. 

Also, the petition of Baughman Brothers & 
Co., and others, booksellers, stationers, and 
printers, of Richmond, Virginia, praying the 
repeal of the law authorizing the sale of 
stamped envelopes, and if Congress should 
not deem it advisable to do so, then praying, 
first, that the Post Office Department furnish 
envelopes to the public at ten per cent. above 
actual cost and not at cost as at present; this 
would assist in making the Department self- 
sustaining, as well as in some degree help the 
trade; second, that the amendment to the 
Post Office appropriation bill passed by Con- 
gress atits last session, providing ** that no 
envelope, as furnished by the Government, 








The petition of Mary | 


sof record and statement of his counsel. | 


shall contain any lithographing or engraving, 
and no printing, except a printed request to re- 
turn the letter to the writer,’’ be made into a 
permanent law, as it expires Julv 1, 1872; 
third, shouid Congress not prohibit the print- 
ing of business cards, then all stamped envel- 
opes printed to order, with the name, address, 
and business of the party ordering them, 
should be charged one dollar per thousand 
extra, which is less than ordinarily charged 
by printers and stationers ; fourth, that all 
stamped envelopes with business cards printed 
on them, and sent through the mails, should be 
charged with postage, the same as other printed 
matter, weak cost of transportation is esti- 
mated at $1 44 per thousand, from data given 
in the Postmaster General’s report for 1869, 
page 34. 

By Mr. RANDALL: The petition of John 

Carrigay, late second lieutenant battery A, 
|| New Jersey light artillery, asking additional 
|| pay for military service. 
|| By Mr. SHANKS: The protest of the del- 
egates of the Creek, Choctaw, and Cherokee 
nations against the proposed establishment of 
a territorial government for the Indian terri- 
tory, which they claim would be a violation 
| of treaty stipulations. 
By Mr. STEVENSON: The petition of P. 
| J. Jones and 216 others, soldiers of the late 
war for the Union, praying the equalization of 
bounties and the right to acquire homesteads 
without the previous term of settlement and 
cultivation. 

By Mr. STRONG: The memorial of Julia 
H. Wilson, praying the substitution of Wil- 
son’s electrical gas-lighter for the one now 
in use over the Hall of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and in the Rotunda and Dome of 
the Capitol. 

By Mr. UPSON: The petition of J. W. 
| Hain and 69 others, citizens of the eighteenth 
| congressional district of Ohio, for an increase 
of the tariff on imported cigars. : 

Also, the petition of F. Gordelia and 5 
others, citizens of the eighteenth congres- 
sional district of Ohio, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of joarneymen cigar-mak- 
ers and manufacturers of cigars in the eight- 
| eenth congressional district of Ohio, in favor 

of an increase of the tariff on imported cigars. 

By Mr. WALDEN: The petition of John 
Roberts, of Monroe county, lowa, who served 
in the war of 1812, asking a pension. 








IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 25, 1872. 
Prayer by Rev. W. E. Parsons, of the 
Lutheran chapel, Washington, District of 
Columbia. 


| The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was 
read and approved. 


| HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
|| The bill (H. R. No. 1016) to promote the 


| in Virginia, praying compensation for injuries || development of the mining resources of the 
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United States, was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Minesand Mining. 
IMPORTATION OF MACHINERY, 

The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Ket- 
Loca, Mr. SuermManx, and Mr. GoLpruwaltre 
as the committee ot conference on the part 
of the Seuate on the bill (H. R. No. 1062) to 
admit certain machinery imported from foreign 

countries tree of duty. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 


1] 


The VICK PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- | 


ate a letter of the Secretary of War, submit- 
ing a proposition for the reduction of the limits 
of the military reservation at Fort Stanton, 
New Mexico: which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 
The VICK PRESIDEN! 


tions of the 


presented resolu- 
South Carolina, 
in favor of the passage of the supplementary 
civil rights bill; Which were ordered Lo lie On 
the table. ' 

Mr. BORIEMAN presented a petition of cit- 
izens of Wheeling, West Virginia, praying the 
enactment of a law for the equalization of sol- 
diers’ bounties; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SCOTT, [ present the remonstrance 
of Samuel Hutehinson and one hundred and 
thirty-six others employed inJ, & J. Dobson's 
iron-mills, Falls of Schuylkill, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, against a change in the tariff 
laws abating duties on articles successfully 


Legislature of 


produce din this country, and praying the 
repeal of all tea and coffee and 
such other articles as cannot be produced in 
the United States, &e. 
lar remonstrance 


duties ou 


1 also present a simi- 
from workmen in chemical 
establishments, iron-works, mechanical estab- 


lishiments of hosiery, and carpets, and railroad | 


equipments in Philade lphia, and several estab- 
lishinents of the same character in Alleghany 
county, one from Montgomery county, another 
from Carbon county, and another from North- 
ampton county, all in Pennsylvania. 
of these 
Committee on Finance. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


I move 


the reference remonstrances to the 


Mr. SAWYER. I have the honor to present | 


concurrent resolutions of the General Assem- 
bly of the State of South Carolina, instructing 
the Senators and requesting the Representa- 
tives in Congress from that State, to earnestly 
support the passage of the supplementary civil 
rights bill, so called. It is well known that I 
am in favor of that measure when properly 
presented, and do not need the instructions 
for that purpose. I move that the resolutions 
lic on the table. 
Che motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HITCHCOCK presented two petitions 
of citizens of western Nebraska, praying the 
loeation of a land office at the town of North 
Platte; which were referred to the Committee 
on Publie Lands. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Nebraska, praying that a land office be located 
at Red Cloud; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CRAGIN presented the petition of 
Philip Chamberlain, of Milford, New Hamp- 
shire, praying to be allowed a pension for 
services in the war of 1812; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
memorial of a number of manufacturers of 
cast steel, remonstrating against the repeal or 


reduction of the duty on cast steel; and in pre- | 


senting this memorial I desire to say one word. 

The manufacture of cast steel had its origin, 
and it was never safely conducted until about 
1861. Three causes, then, brought it into ex- 
istence: the protecting tariff, the premium on 
gold, and the war demand. Now the product 
in this country amounts to many millions, 
and my own constituents are very largely in- 
terested in it. The English sell only in gold. 


I present the | 


i 


1 


\ 


| 


| 


The reduction in the premium on gold has | 


reduced the price of cast steel from twenty- | 
two or twenty-three cents a pound, to from | 


ten to ten and a half cents a pound. The cost 
price has somewhat reduced, but not in pro- 
portion st all to the selling price. Let another 
step be made in that direction, and the cost 


price and the selling price become the same, | 


and yet gold has nine per cent. to fall. 
Now, to reduce the tariff at this time ten per 
cent. on that article will just induce these man- 


ufacturers who have been expending all their | 


profits for the last ten years in extending their 
business, to curtail their manufactories and 
prepare to abandon the business; and let this 


country cease to manufacture cast-steel and | 


the consumer is cast upon the English manu- 
facturer, who will thus have a monopoly of 
the market, and may make the consumer pay 
what price he pleases, while if this industry— 
and this is the only remark | have to make— 
is fostered in this country, there will grow up 
a healthy competition between our home man- 


ufacturers, securing a reasonable price to the | 


consumer. I trust that the tariff in this regard 
will not be reduced. And besides that, sir, 
by fostering this industry we secure to the 
country a blessing far greater than any polit- 
ical economy can estimate of a remunerative 
industry. [ move the reference of the memo- 
rial to the Committee on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MORTON presented the petition of W. 


A. Smith, of Johnson county, North Carolina, | 
praying the removal of his political disabili- | 


ties; which was referred to the select Com- 
mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 

Mr. SUMNER. I present a petition of col- 
ored cilizens of Boston, asking for the passage 
of the supplementary civil rights bill. It seems 
that even in Boston they feel the necessity of 
that act. I move that this petition lie on the 
t ible. 

lhe motion was agreed to. 


Mr SUMNER presented a petition of col- 
ored citizens of Danville, Cumberland county, 
Pennsylvania, praying the passage of the sup- 
plementary civil rights bill; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of John C. 
Bowers and fifiy others of Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, praying the passage of the supple 
mentary civit rights bill; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of W. A. Addi- 
son and fifty others of Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, praying the passage of the supple- 
mentary civil rights bill; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 


Mr. SUMNER, 


addressed to the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in Congress assembled, adopted by 
the professors and students of Howard Uni- 
versity. Ihave already had occasion in debate 
to call attention to this remarkable address. 
Now, for the first time, I receive it in authen- 
tic form as a petition addressed to Congress. 
they plead most earnestly and eloquently for 


|| the passage of the pending supplementary civil 
| rights bill, and especially for its association | 
_ with amnesty. 


They say that ‘if in seeking 
to accomplish this, amnesty to rebels must 
fail, then let it fail, as it deserves to fail.”’ I 
move that this paper lie on the table with the 
rest. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
from students of the Divinity School of Har- 
vard University, in which they earnestly pray 
Congress to dismiss all petitions asking the 


adoption of measures for amending the Con- | 


stitution of the United States by incorporating 
into ita recognition of God as the source of 
all authority and power in civil government, 


] and of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Ruler 


among the nations, and His revealed will as 
of supreme authority. They say in conclu- 


l also present an address | 
and resolutions, in the nature of a petition | 


I also present a petition | 
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| on which the Constitution was est 
| its original founders.”’ 
| of this petition to the Committee on the 


| wines and liquors, distillers, and rectifiers 


January 25 





sion, ‘‘we protest against such proposed amend. 
ment as an attempt to overthrow the 
principles of complete religious liberry 
the complete separation of Church and 


great 
» and 
1 State, 
ablished by 
I move the reference 
D Judi. 
ciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING, I present petitions signed 
by many importers and wholesale dealers in 
doing business in the city of New York. Their 
statement is that the present law imposing 
taxes on distiHed spirits and tobacco is unrea. 
senably burdensome and oppressive, as it ey). 
jects them to heavy fines and penalties for sig}, 
violation or neglect of many of its unimportant 
provisions. ‘Therefore they ask that the pres- 


| ent law be amended so that all taxes imposed 











| the 


| upon them be consolidated into one tax, and 


collected at the distillery bonded warehouso 

and they submit in support of that prayer 

numerous and apparently well-considered 

arguments. [ move the reference of these 

petitions to the Committee on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. KELLOGG presented the petition of 
Edward Brigauski, of Louisiana, praying the 
payment of arrears of pension, and also to be 
restored to the pension-roll, from which he has 
been dropped ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

He also presented the memorial of the Mer. 
chants’ and Manufacturers’ Board of Trade, 
of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, setting forth the 
advantages of that point for the establishment 
of a navy-yard in the Mississippi valley ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval A flairs, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I present the petition of 
James M. Dalzell, of Ohio, for himself, and 
for one hundred and fourteen other persons, 


| whose names he signs, as he says, by their ex 


press authority, praying for a modification of 
the pension laws so that soldiers, and widows 
of soldiers, who served less than sixty days in 


| the war of 1812, may receive a pension, and 


also praying that the regulations adopted hy 
-ension Bureau, by which great delays 

occur in the examination of pension cases, be 

changed so that these petitioners may have 

prompt and speedy relief. I move that this 

petition be referred to the Committee on Pen- 

sions. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. OSBORN. I present the petition of 
the common council of the city of Pensacola, 
Florida, asking legislation to protect steve 
dores who are citizens of the United States 
as against those brought from foreign coun- 
tries to load vessels in the harbor of Pensa- 
cola, and when the vessel which brings them 
is loaded it conveys the laborers away with 
it. The petition is signed by one hundred and 
fourteen stevedores, and indorsed as a petition 
by the city council. I move its reference to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. GOLDTHWAITE presented a petition 
of manufacturers of tobacco, in favor of a uni- 
form rate of tax on all descriptions of manu: 
factured tobacco entering the market for con- 
sumption, at the rate of sixteen cents per 
pound; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of U. L. 
Jones, president of the board of swamp and 
overflowed-land agents of Alabama, in behalf 
of the State of Alabama, praying an exten- 
sion of the time within which the State of 
Alabama may be allowed to make the selec- 
tion of swamp and overflowed lands undet 
the act of September 28, 1850: which was 
referred to the Committee on Public ands. 

Mr. HARLAN presented the petition of 
Martha Phelps, of Wayne couuty, lowa, pray- 
ing an increase of her pension ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
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He also presented a memorial of delegates } Mr. EDMUNDS. 1 am also instructed by | 
of the Creek, Cherokee, and Choctaw nations || the same committee, to whom was referred 
of Indians, protesting against the passage of H tle bill (S. No, 223) granting & pension to 
pills granting territorial governments for the || Harriet Dewitt Mitchell, to report it adversely, 
Indian territory ; which was reterred to the }) it being merely a bill giving her au increase 
Committee on Indian Affairs. i || of pension and arrears, when she now has the 

Mr. ANTHONY presented an additional || highest pension the law allows. — 

»aper in relation to the claim of Mrs. Ann K. || Ihe bill was postponed indefinitely. 
Poste for a pension; which was referred to | Mr. EDMUNDS. 
the Ccamittee on Pensions. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. . f of 

On motion of Mr, HAMILTON, of Mary- || Ormsby, to report it adversely. This bill is 

, ee also merely to obtain arrears of pension which 
me a ‘That the petition and papers of John || We have determined now for two years cannot 
T:@mpson Mason, praying the passage of a law re- be granted. 
jieving him from certain liabilities incurred while The bill was postponed indefinitely. 


ilector of the port of Baltimore through a defal- ‘ ee de , 
sation of his clerk, be withdrawn from the files of Mr. EDMUNDS. [am also instructed by 
the Senate and referred to the Committee on Finance. | the same committee, to whom was referred the 
| bill (S. No, 292) to place the name of James 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. TI ask leave to 
withdraw the petition and accompanying papers || C. Bates, of Indiana, on the pension-rolls, to 
of James S. Golladay. There has been an 


Iam also instructed by 
the same committee, to whom was referred 


I think it is a case in which he ought clearly || service, and not in the service of the United 


leave. ae , ciple of our pension laws, although I have no 
Mr. EDMUNDS. If there has been an |/ doubthe is a worthy man, and the State ought 
adverse report, I think copies of the papers || to grant him a pension. 
ought to be preserved here before they are The bill was postponed indefinitely. 
taken. Mr. SAWYER. I should like to ask the 
Pa ae vi Wseancey- , ae ey sort || chairman of the Committee on Pensions if 
fn PRESIDENT. Th} Bates aT there is any objection to Senate bill No. 217, 
The ViCw Pike eae oy, OLUSE iy! for the relief of Mrs. Harrison, going on the 
be granted and copies required to be left. “loins 
Mr. HARLAN. I ask for an order allow- Ca endar. acts . 
Tras Ss. teat : , Mr. EDMUNDS. Of course I shall not 
ing Alpheus Forbes, formerly a pension agent, 


hd Bea watitoh ‘and fr } object ; only I will tell my friend that it is now 
to withdraw his petition and papers from the | the settled practice of the Senate to refuse 
files of the Senate. 


. ; — |! such claims. It is a matter we have discussed 
» y ’ 4 > =| S ) as i Ss > | s , . 
Ihe VICE I RESII ENT. | Has there been so much that it seems to be useless to incum- 
an adverse report? 


: ber the Calendar with claims for mere increases 
Mr. “ea iso ee I aa not aware of any | of pensions. It does not seem to. be worth 
i 8 EDMU NDS wg sr the Pennsylvania while: but of course if my friend wants it to 
6 ee "Philed.)3.9 || £0.00 the Calendar I do not object. 
aches, whe wae penta” agent att hiladelphia? Mr. SAWYER. I was under the impres- 
Me EDMUNDS Tthinke oi bs tha be sion that the lady did not have the pension for 
i 1 "f : | 8. ap CARAS BAS poser | which she asked, by a simple error, and that 
“Mr HARI AN. Pines Ua decal | is the reason I want the bill to go on the Cal- 
. Pa 4 Ne 2UUIL . . > ds k 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The order will || “"py. VICE PRESIDENT. That bill will 
ee wanes Coa of the papers being required go on the Calendar, with the adverse report 
"On Rone of Mr JOHNSTON. it was | of the committee, the vote to postpone indefi- 
( . ’ . 


Ordered. That the petiti d rW.A nitely being regarded as reconsidered. 
Irdered, at the petition and papers o » Ae ' y = at : s oo 
Hopper b2 wittidtaen frooF the flee of the Bennie, Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mil 


and referred to the Committee on Claims. itary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES (S. No. 310) leasing the Presidio reservation 


Mr. EDMUNDS. The Committee on Pen- |! * the _ of San i randiseo for a public park, 
. : Tee | reported it with amendments. 
sions, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
217) to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act for the 
relief of Rebecca S. Harrison,’’ approved Feh- 
ruary 25, 1865, have directed me to report it 
adversely. Itis a bill providing for an increase 
of her pension, which we think ought not to 
be granted, in facet, in any case, according to 
recent practice. 

The bill was postponed indefinitely. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I am also instructed 
by the same committee, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 190) increasing the pension of 
Joseph Burnham, to report itadversely. This 
is an increase in quantum depending on the 
state of health of the petitioner, and the com- 
mittee have always held, and found it neces- 
sary to do so, that we cannot decide medical 
questions of that character, but it must be left 
to the Department to determine. We there- 
fore report adversely. 

lhe bill was postponed indefinitely, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am also instructed by 
the same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (3. No. 216) to increase the pension of H. 
Louisa Gates, widow of the late General Wil- 
liam Gates, to report it adversely. The com- 
mittee find that she already has a pension, the 
largest allowed by law, and there is no ground 
that we are acquainted with on which it ought 
to be ineveneed 


The bill was postponed indefinitely. 














put on its passage now. It is very short. It 
| only authorizes the authorities of San Fran- 
| cisco to embellish grounds which are now 
lying waste. 

The bill was read as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Unated States of America in Congress assem- 


in the city of San Francisco, excepting a tract not 
exceeding three hundred acres in extent, compris- 
| ing Fort Point, be, and the same is hereby, leased to 
| thecity of San Francisco, to be occupied for the sole 
| use and purpose of a public park. 

| Sec. 2. That the military authorities shall, within 
one year from the passage of this act, remove from 
every part of saidreservation except the three hun- 


| tary of War, all property thereon belonging to the 

Government of the United States. 

| Sec.3. That the privilege of occupation contained 
in the first section of this act is upon the express 

condition that the United States military authorities 


case any portion of said reservation is claimed or 
| occupied by any person or persons except the author- 
| jties of said city, take possession of any portion 
of said public park for the purpose of constructing 
defensive works,thereon, or expelling persons there- 
from, without any liability whatever for damage to 
San Franciseo or any person or persons for such use 
| of the same. 


The amendments of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs were in section two, lines one 
and two, to strike out the words ‘‘ within one 
year from the passage of this act,’’ and insert 





the bill (S. No. 235) for the relief of Joseph | 


; report it adversely, upon the ground that it || 
adverse report, but he wishes to present the || appears from his petition, frankly and fairly || 
papers to the House of Representatives, and || stated, that he was exclusively in the State | 


‘*as soon as required by the progress of im- 
provements for said park ;’’ so as to read; 

That the military authorities shall, as soon as re- 
quired by the progress of improvements for said park, 
remove trom every part of said reservation, &c, 

In section three, after the word ‘‘ city,’’ in 
line six, to insert, ‘‘ or for purposes other than 
herein provided;’’ and in line ten, to strike 
out the words ** such use of.”’ 

Mr. BOREMAN, |i seems to me that that 
bill grants to San Francisco very nearly the 
fee-simple title to this property. It isa lease 
without term. ‘That seems to me to be an 
objection, and I should lke to ask the patrons 
of the bill how many acres of land it covers ? 

Mr. COLE. About sixteen hundred acres 


|| are comprised in the reserve, which is now 


nearly all a waste in the midst of the city of 
San I'rancisco, and of no use under the sun 
to the citizens of that city; and the authorities 
wish to embeilish it and make of it a public 
park, which will be of some advantage to the 
people of that city as a place of recreation, 
and this use of it can be of no disadvantage 
to anybody else. 





to have that privilege. 1 therefore ask the || States, so that he does not fall within the prin- | 


Mr. COLE. I should like to have that bill || 


bled, That all of the Presidio military reservation | 


| dred acre tract at Fort Point, and dispose of, under | 
| sueh regulations as may be prescribed by the Secre- 


| may, in time of war or great public danger, or in | 


Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. I think 
the bill had better go over until to-morrow 
morning. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The consider- 
| ation of the bill is objected to, and it will go 
| over. The amendmentsof the commiitee will 
be regarded as agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON, feom the Committee on Mil- 
| itary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 486) for the relief of Brevet Colonel 
Emeric Szabad, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 228) for the relief 
of James Murphy, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CRAGIN, from the Committee on Naval 
| Ailairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
829) for the relief of Charles W. Whitney, 
reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 342) to regulate 
the pay of commanding officers in the Navy, 
asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration; which was agreed to, and the bill 
was postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 259) for the relief 
| of Mrs. Harriet B. Pendleton, widow of George 
| H. Pendleton, late of the United States Navy, 
| reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 173) extending 
the provisions of the act of July 16, 1862, 
| granting ten years’ additional service on the 

active list to certain officers, to Lieutenant 
Commander W. B. Cushing, reported it with- 
out amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 87) for the relief 
of Carlton A. Uber, reported it without amend- 

|| ment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 

|| was referred the bill (8S. No. 320) to authorize 
the restoration of Gilbert Morton to the naval 
service, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. KELLOGG, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 57) authorizing mail steamship service in 
the Gulf of Mexico, between the port of New 
Orleans, Louisiana, and certain ports of the 

| the republic of Mexico, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. CALDWELL, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 50) authorizing the Ottawa Indians to 

| bring suits in the courts of Kanses upon any 
matter growing out of their late treaties, asked 
to be discharged from its further consideration, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary; which was agreed to. 

| Mr. CONKLING, from the Committee on 

| Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (5. 

| No. 87) for the preservation of the harbors 
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of the United States against encroachment, 
reported it without amendment. q 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut, from the 
Committee on Patents, to whom was referred 
the petition of William Pierpont, praying the 
extention of letters-patent, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration; which 
was agreed to. 


on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 


ent session of Congress to assist and protect | 
them in the exercise of their right, and the 
right of all women to participate in the elect 
ive franchise, which the memorialists claim 
they are entitled to under the Constitution of 
the United States, together with various other 
petitions and memorials to the same effect, 


to be printed. 
CHICAGO FIRE, 


Mr. SAWYER. At the request of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan who sits nearest me, [ Mr. 
Cuanpier,] and who voted with the minority 
on the passage of the bill known as the Chi- 
cago bill, I make the motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill (H. R. No. 555) for 
the relief of sufferers by fire at Chicago was 
massed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion will 
be entered. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CHANDLER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 529) to provide for a circuit and district 
court of the United States for the upper pen- 
insula of Michigan ; which was read twice by 
its title, and, with accompanying papers pre- 
sented by him, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. , 





Mr. CARPENTER, from the Committee | 


memorial of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Isabella || to confirm sales of Shawnee Indian land in jj of Lucas, O’ Brien, Dickinson, and other coy). 

Beecher Hooker, Elizabeth 8S. Bladen, Olympia || Kansas, under the direction and with the ap- 

Brown, Susan B. Anthony, and Josephine J. || proval of the Secretary of the Interior ; which || first time. It requires the Commissioner of 
was read twice by its title, referred to the || the General Land Office to receive and exam. 


Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to || ine the selections of swam 


Griffing, citizens of the United States, pray- || 
ing for the enactment of a law during the pres- | 
\| 
| 
| 


and various protests in opposition thereto, sub- | 
mitted a report thereon; which was ordered || 
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| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
| No. 535) to authorize the Secretary of the In- 

terior to expend the balance of an appropria- 


tion made for the support of industrial and 7 understand to be in accordance with the 
other schools among Indian tribes; which was || of the Secretary of the Iaterior, 


read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 


mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be || them on the list unless the rights of settle 


printed. 


| obtained, leave to introducea bill (S. No. 536) 


be printed. 


‘| Mr. HILL asked, and by unanimous consent 
|| obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 537) 


| for the payment of Richard M. Green for the 


|, use and purchase of his patent by the Govern- 


/ment; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. HILL. Iask that the papers hereto- 
fore referred with another bill for the relief 
of Mr. Green to the Committee on Claims 
| be withdrawn, and sent to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs together with this bill. I move 
| that this bill with those papers be referred to 
| that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CHICAGO FIRE. 


Mr. LOGAN. I understand that the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina has entered a motion, 
at the request of one of the Senators from 
| Michigan, to reconsider the vote that passed 
the bill for the relief of Chicago yesterday 
evening. I desire to have that question de- 
| cided now. Ido not know why it should be 
reconsidered. I presume the motion is made 
merely that the Senator from Michigan may 
get an opportunity of making some remarks. 
If so, I prefer to take it up now and let us have 
it decided, and not trouble the Senate any 
longer with it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. A motion to 
reconsider was entered on the Journal during 





Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous || the morning hour, but by the twenty-fourth 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. | 
No. 530) to provide for the disposition of that 
portion of the military reservation at [ort 
Ripley, Minnesota, which lies east of the Mis- 
sissippi river; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan, asked, and by 
fnanimous consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 581) to provide for the || 
holding of additional terms of the district and || 
circuit courts of the United States in the State 
of Michigan, and for other purposes; which || 
was read twice by its title, referred to the || 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. || 
532) to prohibit the deportation of natives of; 
the South sea islands by citizens of the United 
States ; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. WILSON. I desire simply to say that || 
within a very brief period a slave trade has | 
sprung up with these islands of a most cruel || 
character, and the Anti-Slavery Society in Eng- 
land and the society for the protection of the 


| 





rule the morning business must be disposed 


| of, except by unanimous consent other business 


is allowed to interpose. The call still rests at 
the introduction of bills and joint resolutions, 
and therefore the motion to reconsider cannot 
be considered at the present time except by 
unanimous consent. 


Mr. LOGAN. I give notice that I will call 


| up this question again as soon as the morning 


business is through, and ask the Senate to vote 
on it. 


SWAMP LANDS IN IOWA 
Mr. WRIGHT. I desire to introduce a bill, 


/and before sending it to the desk I wish to 
| make a statement, and on the statement ! shall 


now make I should like to have action on the 
bill at this time. It is a bill for the relief of 
Lucas, O’Brien, Dickinson, and other coun- 
ties in the State of Iowa. It relates to the 


| swamp lands in those counties. Bya decision 


of the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
some years since, it was determined that reports 
to the surveyor general of lands selected in the 
counties should show that the land was of a par- 
ticular character, and, based upon that decis- 


| ion, the surveyor general of the General Land 


He also asked, and by unanimous consent 





January 25, 


_ tera 


a 


I say to the Senate that it is the same })j]| with 
just these words added, ‘‘ without prejudice ; 


the legal rights of bona fide settlers,” This I 
Wishes 
“gai " for the reason 
that he seems disinclined to accept anc 





j put 


rs who 
may have gone upon the lands are proteced 


There being no objection, leave Was granted 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 533) for the relief 


ties in the State of Iowa; which was read the 


| etic p lands in Luces, 
O’Brien, Dickinson, and such other counties 


in the State of Iowa as formerly presented 
their selections to the surveyor general of the 
district including that State, and to allow or 
disallow said selections and indemnity pro. 
vided for according to the act of Congress jy 
force touching the same at the time such selec. 
tions were made, without prejudice to the legal 
rights of bona fide settlers. 

Mr. POMEROY. Has that bill been re. 
ported? 

Mr. WRIGHT. It is just introduced. 

Mr. HARLAN. It is the same Dill that 
was reported at the last Congress from the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. POMEROY. I recollect something 
about it, though I had forgotten whether we 
| had reported it or not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think that bill ought to 
go toacommittee. It provides for indemnity 
and all that sort of thing. 

The bill was read the second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. HARLAN. I move that the bill be 
printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

CHICAGO FIRE. 


Mr. SCOTT. I move that the Senaie pro: 

| ceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 

362, declaratory of an act entitled *' An act to 

| reduce internal taxes and for other purposes,” 

approved July 14, 1870, which has already 
been partially considered. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
I}linois [Mr. LoGan] gave notice of his desire 
to act on the motion to reconsider the Chicago 
bill, but the Senatow from Pennsylvania has 
'claimed the floor, there being no further 
| morning business, and moved to proceed to 
| the consideration of another bill. 

Mr. LOGAN. I ask that the question 
raised by the motion to reconsider be taken 
| up now and decided by the Senate. 

* The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Pennsylvania yield, or insist on his right 
to the floor? 

Mr. SCOTT. This isa question in which 
| very many persons are largely interested, and 
| one that ought to be disposed of. I do not 
| think it will take long to dispose of it, but I 
| do not wish to interfere with the Senator from 
Iilinois, if the Senator who made the motion 
to reconsider does not object. 

Mr. SAWYER. [should prefer not to have 
| that taken up now. 








natives are pressing upon the British Govern- 
mentthe necessity of further legislation. Our 
own people are engaging in this horrible 
traffic, and it seems to me we ought to act on 
the subject. I move that the bill be printed, 
and laid on the table. I propose to call it up 
at an early day. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BOREMAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8. 
No. 584) to confirm the title of James V. 
Boughner to certain lands therein described ; 


which was read twice by its title, referred to | 
the Committee on Private Land Claims, and 


ordered to be printed. 
Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous 





_ Office excluded or refused to receive or file the 
| lands that were returned from these counties. 
_ Subsequently this decision was reconsidered 
_and overruled, but at too late a day, under the 
| provisions of the law and the instructions, to 
|, have those lands treated as swamp lands. A bill 
} was introduced into the House of Represent- 
| atives for the purpose of correcting this error, 
| and to allow these lands to be treated and rec- 
ognized as swamp lands. ‘The bill passed the 
|| House, but failed in the Senate for want of time. 
| Subsequently the same bill was introduced into 

the Senate, and failed in the House for want of 
| time. I now introduce the same bill that has 

passed both Houses, and ask for its present 
consideration. It is local in its character, and 








Mr. SCOTT. I will, then, ask that this bill 
| be taken up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania insists on his right to the 
floor, and moves that the Senate proceed to 
_ the consideration of Senate bill No. 362. The 
| question is on that motion. 

The motion was not agreed to; there being 
on a division—ayes 17, noes 26. 
Mr. LOGAN. Now | ask that the Senate 
take up the motion made by the Senator from 
| South Carolina, to reconsider the vote on the 
passage of House bill No. 555, for the reliet 
| of sufferers by fire at Chicago. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Illinois moves that the Senate proceed 
| to the consideration of the métion made this 
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morning by the Senator from South Carolina, 

to reconsider the vote by which the Senate 
esterday passed Honse bill No. 555, 

y The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
roceeded to consider the motion to reconsider. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
now is on the motion of the Senator from South 
Carolina, that the Senate reconsider the vote 
on the passage of this bill. ; 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, since 
the passage of this bill I have received a large 
number of communications from the State of 
Michigan, from the lumber districts, and I 
asked my friend from South Carolina to enter 
motion to reconsider, believing, as I do, that 
if the fucts in the case are properly appre- 
ciated by this body, this bill will be reconsid- 
ered, and will not be permitted to become a 
jaw. I do not and cannot believe that the 
Senate of the United States would intention- 
ally commit a wrong or an injustice, and in 
this cease | expect to show that a very griev- 
ous wrong and injustice has been done. 

| tried yesterday to make the Senate under- 
stand that the chief sufferers, and, I may 
add, the only sufferers by the great confla- 
ration in Michigan and in Wisconsin, were 
those connected with the lumber interests of 
those two States. The fires raged nowhere 
else; property was consumed nowhere else, 
and they were really the only sufferers. But, 
Mr. President, I did not state another fact, 
and that was that in addition to the enormous 
josses in buildings, machinery, houses, barns, 
stock, and every other species of property, in 
addition to the burning of over twenty million 
acres of pine Jands belonging to these indi- 
viduals, these very luambermen were subjected 
to enormous losses through failures in Chicago 
in consequence of that fire. I cannot state the 
amount, but it was very great. That was an 
additional loss to their own individual losses 
by fire. But besides all that, these are the iden- 
tical individuals alluded to by my honored and 
respected colleague who prevented, at their 
own loss and cost, because they were honorable 
and patriotic and benevolent men, the increase 
of the price of lumber instantaneously after 
the Chicago fire to the extent of over four 
dollars a thousand, as the honorable Senator 
from Illinois stated yesterday. But that, Mr. 
President, is not all. In addition to their 
enormous losses both by fire and by failures 
in Chicago, they contributed more liberally to 
the sufferers in Chicago than any other class 
of men, I undertake to say, in these United 
States. Notwithstanding their own losses in 


the ways I have specified, these luambermen | 


came forward with unexampled liberality, and 
oe a ae of their means to the sufferers 
there. " 
I said when I began that I could not and 
would not believe that the Senate of the United 
States would deliberately and with full knowl- 
edge perpetrate a wrong. No Government 
and no individual and no combination of indi- 
viduals can afford to pepetrate a wrong, even 
upon the humblest citizen of these United 
States; and, sir, I stand up here in behalf 
ef men upon whom a gross wrong has been 
perpetrated, and I ask the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States to aid me in correcting that wrong. 
Had this Senate and this Congress decreed 
that a tax should be levied on the States of 
Wisconsin and Michigan—for those are the 
only two States that are interested in this mat- 
ter—it would not have been so gross a wrong 
as this, because the tax would have fallen upon 
the whole population of those two States ; 
those who had suffered and those who had 
not; those who had been injured in their 
property and those who had not. But in this 
Case you select the very greatest sufferers of 
all, and you say, not that the States of Wis- 
consin and Michigan shall pay this bonus to 
Chicago, but you say that these very men who 
have suffered the most shall pay the whole of 
%. 1 ask the Senate of the United States 
vhether they are willing to say to these men, 
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{] 
‘‘We care not how much you have suffered, } 
we care not how much you have lost, we, in | 
our benevolence, will, by a forced contribu- || 
tion, take from you the balance that you have || 
left.’’? That is what you say. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. (Mr. Ay- || 
THONY in the chair.) The hour of one o'clock 
having arrived, it becomes the duty of the || 
Chair to call up the unfinished business of 
yesterday, being the amuesty bill, and the | 
question is on the motion of the Senator from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Roxserrson,] to post- 
pone the further consideration of that bill and 
take up House bill No. 1050. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iask that that be laid aside | 
informally until the Senator from Michigan 
shall get through his remarks, and then I shall | 
ask the Senate to take a vote without further 
discussion, if no other gentlemen wishes to 
discuss the matter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Illinois asks that the pending bill be laid 
aside informally by general consent. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. CONKLING. I should like to ask a 
question in aid of the Senator. Did anybody 


yesterday, before the adjournment, demand |) 





the regular order? 
Mr. ROBERTSON. Yes, sir; I did. I | 
yielded the whole of the day yesterday for this 
bill. Ifa vote can be taken now on the*recon- | 
sideration, I shall not object, but I shall object 
to the further discussion of the measure. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be 


pletely at the mercy of a combination of importers 
and Canadian lumbermen, and the iron market par- 
tially at the merey of the English manufacturers. 
If the lumber manufacturers of Michigan and Wis- 


| consin are willing to allow Canada to fix the price 


of lumber for the next year or two, all they have to 
do is to let this bill pass unchallenged; but, if they 
are not thus willing, they must make themselves 


|| heard in Congress immeéiately.” 


Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, these 


|| lumber manufacturers have been compelled to 


a very considerable extent to mortgage their 
property and incur enormous liabilities in re- 
building their mills, rebuilding their honses, 
and so on; but beside all that, they are zom- 


|| pelled to-day to put a double force, at enorm- 


ous wages, into the woods for the purpose 
of cutting down the logs where the Vite has 
been destroyed. Unless those logs are cut this 
| winter the worms next summer will get into 
them, and in a year from this winter they will 
be utterly worthless. Hence, there will be 
probably more than double the amount of lum- 
ber cut and thrown upon the market this year 
than ever was before, from necessity, and this 
work will be done at a vastly increased ex- 
pense, because they are compelled, from the 
very necessity of the case, to employ a much 
larger force to put in the woods than they have 
| ever done before. Hence, although the pro- 
| duct will cost them a very greatly increased 


|| amount, it must be sold for whatever it will 


bring. 

Now, what do you propose? You propose 
| to exclude trom the Chicago market the entire 
product of the States of Michigan and Wiscon- 





subject to be called up by a single Senator. 
The Senator from Michigan will proceed, by 
general consent, on House bill No. 555 

Mr. CHANDLER. Here is a letter which 
I received this morning from one of these 
sufferers by fire: 


‘‘Inclosed please find an article referring to the 
bill passed by the House for the remission of duties 
on building materials for Chicago. Now, why the 
sufferers by the fires through Michigan and Wis- 
consin should not receive the same favors by legis- 
lation is only explained by the fact that this bill is 
generally understood to be a swindle and fraud | 
perpetrated by the iree-traders, and my object in 
thus writing to you is to urge you to use your best 
endeavors to defeat tho bill in 


Ooo, 


of your constituents and citizens of Michigan.”’ 

Here is the article inclosed, which I ask the 
Clerk to read, as it expresses the views of the 
people of Michigan, and especially of the suf- 
ferers in Michigan. ‘This, I believe, is taken 
from a paper in their midst. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

“The bill for the remission of duties on building 
material, lumber, iron girders, sleepers, rafters, all 


house trimmings, nails, glass, cement, &c., usedin || 


rebuilding Chicago, has passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 


rial may be imported within the year as lumber and 
hardware dealers choose, enough to supply Chicago 
for the next ten years. 

“This bill we regard as probably one of the most 
mischievous Congress has considered in many years. 
It will probably not aid theactual builders and own- 
ers of buildings in Chicago at all, or only a little; 
but it will be a speculation for the lumber dealers 
and hardware merchants of Chicago. They can 
import lumber from Canada andiron from England, 
and so control the Cheago lumber market and the 

arket in house trimmings. If the effect is to lower 
the price of lumber in Chicago, then the lumber 
market and the lumber manufacturers of the en- 
tire Northwest will necessarily be affected. At any 
rate, the effect will be to placethe lumber manufac- 
turers of the Northwest partially at the mercy of a 
Chicago free-trade combination. And if Canadian 
lumber can be introduced into Chicago at a lower 


price than Michigan and Wisconsin Jumber, no mat- | 
ter if it is only in small quantities, then the entire || 


free-trade faction will point to that fact and use it 
as an argument for the perpetual and total repeal of 
the tariff upon lumber. If excusing Chicago from 
paying the tariff upon lumber lowers the price of 
lumber in Chicago, or benefits Chicago, why not 
extend the same benefit to the whole country? will 
be asked. 

‘The whole thing is a dodge, a trick, concocted 
by free traders, not for the benefit of Chicago, but to 
obtain control of the lumber market, to the injury 
of the lumber manufacturers and iron manutac- 
turers of theentire Northwest. Andthese manufac- 
turers cannot too soon expose the trick to the Senate 
and oppose the passage of the bill. We warn every 
lumber and iron manufacturer in Michigan and the 
Northwest of their danger, that it is a scheme to 
place the lumber market of the Northwest com- 


the Senate, and || 
thereby save the interests of a very large proportion | 


This bill limits the importations to one | 
yearfrom the 10th of October last; but asmuch mate- | 


|| sin, as was well said by my honorable col- 


league yesterday. If the lumber is not in the 

Chicago market from Michigan or from Wis 

| consin those wanting it will go to Canada and 

| contract for lumber there; they will go where 

| they can get the rebate, as my honorable col- 
league well placed the fact yesterday. It vir- 
tually excludes this enormous extra product 
from the Chicago market during the next year, 
and perhaps for a year longer. 

Sir, is it right or is it just that you should 
collect this tax from these ruined lumbermen 
and from them alone? I am willing, as I 
stated yesterday, to vote for the most liberal 
sum that can be namedin any bill which may 
be brought in, consistent with reason, in aid 

| of Chicago; but 1 am not willing, and I pro- 
| test in the name of those ruined lumbermen 
| throughout the States of Wisconsin and Michi- 
gan, against levying this forced contribution 
upon them in their poverty at this time; and 
I ask other States, that come up here in the 
benevolence of their hearts and vote relief to 
Chicago from the States of Wisconsin and 
| Michigan, to reconsider their action, and unite 
| with us in undoing this great and outrageous 
| wrong that is proposed to be done. Mr. 
President, I hope and | expect that they will 
| doit. In the interest of justice I expect they 
‘| will do it, 

Sir, let this bill be reconsidered, and then 
| recommitted te the Committee on Finance 
| and let them bring in a bill giving a rebate, i 
| you please, upon every particle of material 
| that goes into the reconstruction of the burnt 
| district of Chicago, and if it is recommended 
| by the Committee on Finance of this body, I 
| will vote for that, even; but I cannot and will 

not vote to rob these ruined lumbermen of 
| Michigan for the benefit of Chicago or any- 
body else, and | ask this Senate to reverse its 
action. 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not desire to say a word ; 
I only rise to express the hope that the vote 
will be taken on the question of reconsider- 
ation. 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President, after the arpesl 
that has been made by the Senator from Mich- 
igan upon this question, we find ourselves in 

an entirely different position from that in which 
we were placed when this bill was reported by 
| the Committee on Finance. We were yielding 
then over scruples on the ground of benevo- 
| lence and of charity. The appeal to us is made 
\} now—— 
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Mr. ROBERTSON. As the reconsideration 
of this bill seems to bring about discussion, I 
must call for the regular order. 

Mr. SCOTT. Will the Senator permit me 
to say just a word further? I have risen be- 
cause, like the Senator from Michigan, I have 
received a large number of letters from persons, 
some of whom have themselves suffered by 


the fire, and others of whom were large con- || 


tributors, asking me to present their views to 
the Senate, and I was about to do so; but of 
course the Senator from South Carolina has 
the right to interpose. 

Mr. LOGAN. I am willing now to have 
the vote taken. I do not wish to reply to any- 
thing that has been said. The matter was 


fully discussed yesterday, and I think it is | 


perfectly understood. 
Mr. ROBERTSON. 
vote be taken. 
Mr. SCOTT. I yielded because the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina intimated that he was 
about to eall for the regular order. I have 


I am willing to let the 


sent to my committee-room for one letter for 
| shall not deem | 


the purpose of reading it. 
that I have done my duty to the constituents 
who have requested me to present their views 
unless I do so. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I dislike to demand 
the regular order in the face of the remarks 
the Senator from Pennsylvania was about to 
make. 
if there is to be further discussion, I shall be 
forced to call for the regular order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena- 
tor from Pennsylvania will proceed. 

Mr. SCOTT. 
spondent states : 

"With these remarks I want to protest against the 
special legislation that is asked for in favor of cer- 


tain parties who wish to import building material 
and other articles free of duty. Such apecial legis- 


lation, it seems to me, is degrading the Congress of || 


the United States, and if it is followed up will lead 
to such a host of demands of like character as will 
make it necessary to sit in continued session to pass 
bills tor private benefit. 

* Inthe case of Chicago, the importation of build- 
ing material free would not benefit a single work- 
ingman ofthe United States, but would result in less- 
ening the cost by a few dollars on each building put 
up by the large capitalists, who have abundant means 
and would not miss the amount required to pay the 
duty. 

“The firm [represent lost a large amount by the 
Chicago fire and ask no relief, and therefore I feel 
free to express ny Opinion on this subject, and think 
that if these parties are objects of charity, and the 
Government feels able to give it, it should be in the 
shape of adirect donation given to the party who 
shows that he is needy and is a worthy subject.” 


This brings up the view which was presented || 


by the Senator from Wisconsin [ Mr. Carren- 
TER] yesterday evening, that the benefits of 
the bill wiil really go, not to the use of actual 
sufferers, but to the use of many who have not 
suffered at all; for in Chicago, and even in 
the rural districts, (which, if they had been | 
included, would have led to the same result, ) | 


the present sufferers unable to build will sell, | 


and the person who goes in and buys on specu- 


Jation will get the benefit. | 
In addition to that, Mr. President, I feel || 


bound to repeat, that, upon reflection, I con- 
sider the bill as a direct infringement of the | 
constitutional provision requiring duties to be | 
uniform. If this bill is consistent with the 


viding that all imports which are to go into a 
whole congressional district shall be free of 
duty ; you may exempt a congressional dis- | 
trict from the payment of duty upon all articles | 
that are imported, and leave the rest of the | 
United States subject to those duties. I can 
see no distinction. You may go further, and 
you may say that all articles imported and | 
consigned to a particular firm in the city of | 
New York, or toa particular firm in Milwaukee 
or Chicago, shall be free of duty. It is sub- 
stantially a violation of that provision of the 
Constitution; and although | think that we 
ought to do what is necessary for the relief of 
Chicago, and although I sat in committee and 
agreed to report the bill almost over my con- 


| 
| 
j 
| 


[ shall let him get through, and then, || 


Mr. President, this corre- || 





science, (for the question was not presented 
there as a bad precedent, but simply that the 
| bill should come in,) I do not feel at liberty 
now, as my attention is called to it by constit- 
uents who have contributed as largely as any 


other in the United States, to keep silent when | 


it is aprecedent that will come back to plague 

us when our fellow-citizens suffer elsewhere. 
As has been said, where is it to stop? if 

misfortune is to be relieved we ought to 


| 


relieve it—by fire and by flood, and by earth- | 


| quake and by robbery, and by all the calami- | 


| 

} 

1 ties that men are subject to; there is no limit 
|| to it. One class of my constituents, the glass 
'| manufacturers, have sent in a remonstrance. 
|They are composed of as large-hearted, lib- 
eral, benevolent men as live in the Union. 


|| They contributed as largely as any other set 


| of men to the relief of Chicago ; and yet they 
| feel, like the constituents of the Senator from 
‘| to their voluntary contributions, the Govern- 
| ment takes another from them. 

Therefore I shall vote to reconsider, for the 
purpose of recommitting the bill to the com- 


for the relief of Chicago. I will not say aword 
against opening up, as widely as the Constitu- 
|| tion will permit us to do it, the channels of 
|| benevolence, and giving relief to Chicago ; but 
|| | do not wish in giving that relief, in being 
benevolent, to stab others who are suffering 
| from a like calamity, and more than all, to vio- 
| late what I think is a constitutional provision 
| broken by this bill. 

| Mr. LOGAN. I want to say but one word, 
| and I will only take a moment. I stated yes- 
|| terday that the object of this bill was not to de- 
| prive anybody of his rights or profits, or to do 
| injustice to anyone. The proposition was fairly 
| stated, that the bill would have the effect to 





prices for every kind of building material. 
Now I will say to the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, of whom I have as high an estimate 


His idea is to donate 
That our people do not 


not practical at all. 
money to Chicago. 
) ask. 
| citizens alike, for all were sufferers. We 
| cannot ask any such thing, nor would we ask 
any such thing. The only thing we ask of you 
| in the way of relief is to let us have a draw- 
| back of the amount of duty on the building 


| Michigan, that if this bill is passed in addition | 


break rings that imposed on our people high | 


as I have of any man, that his proposition is | 


mittee, so that proper legislation may be had | 





It would have to be donated to all the | 


| material that may be imported when it shall | 


be put ia buildings in the burnt district. 
To encourage men to build, and to put them 
| in a position where they can say to those who 


at a reasonable price.”’ 

Let me remind gentlemen that brick was 
selling at perhaps seven or eight dollars a 
| thousand when the fire occurred, but in a few 


able price. I ask if that is not a good reason 
why something should be done to encourage 


|| these men to build, and prevent this imposi- 
|| tion on them? 
Constitution, then a bill may be passed pro- || 


It will not affect Michigan, as 
my friend from Michigan supposes, because, 
if they are going to have such an excessive 





| port lumber. How, then, can they be affect- 
ed? No, sir, this is a clamor against this bill 
for the purpose of defeating it, and I am 


speech against this bill is on the same side of 
politics that 1am. Men are refusing my con- 
stituents the same generosity that has been 
given to others. I know this is not for any 
personal reason, because of any opposition to 
these constituents of ours ; but it does seem to 


me strange that our own friends are the only | 


men who send javelins against the interests of | 


our people, There is something in it, it seems 


days afierward it was selling at fourteen dol- | 
| lars a thousand, rendering it almost impossible | 
|| for men, unless they had an immense amount | 
of means, to put up a building for any reason- | 


sorry to see that every man who has made a) 


Why? 


have building materials to sell, ‘‘ We will buy | 
material elsewhere if you do not sell it to us | 


|| amount of lumber the next year in Michigan, | 
the price must be cheap, and nobody will im- | 
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a 
to me, besides the mere fact that g£entlem 
think it is injustice on the part of some ace 

My friend from Michigan said Yesterday 
evening that Michigan would not ask anything 
that Michigan would not have anything: p 
even almost said, tauntingly, tothe Senate tha 
she did not want anything. He voted agains 
the bill, although professing to be for it. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I did not profess to | 
for it. ° 

Mr. LOGAN. I could not yesterday fing 
anybody here who was against the bill, thoy: 
some were in favor of amendments, unti| the 
voie was taken, and then I found my friend 
from Michigan voting against it. 

This is ail I have to say. 1 appeal to the 
Senate not to reconsider its vote. There ary 
many reasons which I could give, beyond tha 
fact of the bill being just and proper and right, 
why it should not be done. 1 do not wani ty 
detain the Senate and hope the vote wil] }, 
taken, as I said to my friend from South Cap. 
olina that I would not detain the time of thy 
Senate by remarks. 

Mr. CARPENTER. The Senator from |)j. 
nois just resuming his seat, on a former occa, 
sion 

Mr. ROBERTSON. LI feel constrained to 
demand the regular order. I cannot yield 
further. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena. 
tor from South Carolina demands the regular 
order. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I desire to have i 
understood that I have the floor on this mo. 
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill (4, 
R. No. 880) for the removal of legal aud polit- 
ical disabilities imposed by the third section 
of the fourteenth article of amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States is before 
the Senate. 

Mr. LOGAN. I move to lay aside the reg. 
ular order temporarily until this vote be 
taken. Of course I have no right to attempt 
to control, nor will I, any person on the floor. 
If this matter is going to be discussed all day, 
as a matter of course [ cannot ask the Senator 
from South Carolina to yield. I do not krow 
hew long my friend from Wisconsin desires to 
talk to the Senate; I suppose a very short time, 
though he may desire some considerable time, 
I hope we shall have a vote at least while we 
are on the question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena 
tor from Illinois asks general consent to lay 
aside the regular order informally. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
which the Senator from Illinois now proposes 
is the motion before the Senate, to postpone 
the further consideration of House bill No. 
880, and that motion is debatable. The ques: 
tion is on the motion of the Senator from 
South Carolina, to postpone the further con- 





| sideration of the bill. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I appeal to the Senator 
from Illinois not to submit that motion. 

Mr. LOGAN. Which motion? 

Mr. HAMLIN. To postpone the regular 
order. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator from South 
Carolina proposes submitting a motion to 
postpone this order. 

Mr. HAMLIN. No, this bill is now up by 
unanimous consent, subject to a call for the 
regular order, and the Senator must recollect 
that my colleague gave way all day yesterday 
to the consideration of this bill. 

Mr. LOGAN. I know that. 

Mr. HAMLIN. He gave notice that he 
wished to address the Senate. The Senator 
from Illinois knows that I am friendly to his 
bill. I say to him that I think his motion is 
an ill-advised one, and I make the suggestion 
as a friend of the bill and a friend of the Sen- 
ator. I hope he will withdraw his motion. 

Mr. LOGAN, Very well. I will say tothe 
Senator that there seems to bea disposition on 
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art of the opponents of this bill to never 


the part . 
jet it come toa vote at any time. Delay seems | 
to be the order all the time in reference to | 


nearly everything. I may be ill-advised. I | 
a under obligations, of course, to my friend | 
‘om Maine for the suggestion, because I have 

great respect for his opinions as to parliament- | 
wry acuon; but I have a constituency behind | 
me, as well as other Senators have, who ask |, 
of me to have this bill passed at the earliest | 
ossible moment for other reasons, which will |, 
naturally suggest themselves to the mind of |, 
the Senator. It will soon be building time, and | 
they want an opportunity of commencing at 
once. 1 must ask thatthe motion be put to the 
Senate. If the Senate is not willing to vote 
on the bill now, of course it will be postponed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The motion 
of the Senator from Illinois is the same as the 
motion already pending of the Senator from 
South Carolina. 

Mr. LOGAN. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena- | 
tor from Illinois may accomplish his object by | 
moving to lay the bill on the table; but the 
motion, as now presented, is debatable, and 
opens the whole merits of the case. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suppose the demand of 
the Senator from South Carolina calls before 
the Senate the amnesty bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is before 
the Senate, and the question is on the motion 
to postpone it. | 

Mr. SHERMAN. Upon tbat bill the Sen- 
ator from Maine [Mr. MorriLv] has the floor, 
and it seems to me the shortest way is for that 
Senator to resume the floor and go on, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena- 
tor from Maine is entitled to the floor on the 
amnesty bill. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. | 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced |, 
that the House had passed the bill (S. No. 524) 
to correct a clerical error committed in the 
enrollment of an act approved March 7, 1870, 
entitled ‘“‘An act to relieve certain persons 
therein named from the legal and _ political 
disabilities imposed by the fourteenth amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, 
and for other purposes,’’ 

The message also announced that the House 
had passed a concurrent resolution for the 
printing of the report of R. W. Raymond on 
the statistics of mines and mining, with ac- 
companying engravings, in which it requested 
tne concurrence of the Senate. 

MINING REPORT. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate the following concurrent resolution from the 
House of Representatives; which was referred 
to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 
printed, of the reportof R. W. Desmond on the 
Statistics of mines and mining, with accompanying 
engravings, three thousand copies for the use of the || 
louse, one thousand copies for the use of the Sen- || 
ate, and one thousand copies for the use of the |! 
Treasury Department. 


POLITICAL DISABILITIES. f 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 
bill (H. R. No. 880) for the removal of legal || 
aud political disabilities imposed by the third 
section of the fourteenth article of amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States, the 
penting question being on the motion of Mr. 

OBERTSON, to postpone the bill and proceed 
to the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1050) 
for the removal of legal and political disabili- || 
ties imposed by the third section of the four- | 
teenth article of amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

Mr. HILL. With the leave of the Senator 
from Maine, I wish to say that I feel a very 
greatly increased interest in the amnesty bill, | 
an interest in the passage of some amnesty 
bill that will include in its provisions, whether 
they be very extended or not, a large number | 
of the most intelligent legal gentlemen in my ji 





i} 
| 

















i} 
|| own State, 


| will not inflict on you a speech. 


/@superior court to that tribunal. 
| ernor of the State is awaiting the action of 


| where, nor do I expect to do so. 
sunny South, my native country; and the | 


| very liberally indeed. 


| bilities. 
| I shall depart from the principle upon which 





composed of three justices 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Dees the Sen- 


| ator rise to a speech? 


Mr. HILL. No; I shall be very brief. I 


You will see 
the point directly. The supreme court of 
Georgia is composed of three justices when 
the bench is full. It has met for a spring ses- 
sion with about three hundred cases before it, 
a great many of them involving life, others 
liberty, aud others again large amounts of 
property, and the bench at present has but 
two justices. Gentlemen will see at once that 


'a disagreement between these two justices | 


defeats any case that has been appealed from 
The Govy- 


this body, in the hope that some measure will 
be adopted, and that at avery early day, which 
will enable him to make a discreet selection 
from among the ablest bars of the State to 
supply the deficiency upon that bench. It is 
very natural and appropriate that I should, 
representing the State, feel a deep interest in 
this subject. I should feel bound to appeal 


to the Senate, if we had much more delay here, 
| to allow me to bring in a bill with the names 


of a few of the most noted lawyers in the State 
in order that they might be relieved on account 


of the evil that is now pressing upon that || 
| State. 


I will not further interfere with the right of 
the Senator from Maine tothe floor. I thank 


| him for his courtesy in allowing me to say so 


much. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, addressed the 


| Senate in remarks which will be published in 


the Appendix. 
Mr. FLANAGAN. 


Mr. President, it is 


with great diffidence that I undertake briefly || 
I have listened io this | 


to discuss this subject. 
debate attentively for, lo! these many days, 


| and [ have not the vanity to suppose that I can 
| impart any information that would tend to give 
| greater light than has already been given to 


the Senate upon the great questions before it. 

Iam to some extent situated, as a distin- 
guished Senator remarked very beautifully the 
other day—would that I could do likewise— 
as to his convictions and intentions on the 
present subject. I have really been halting 
between two opinions. Why? Candor requires 
that I should properly explain myself. { was 
born in the South, raised in it, never lived else- 
I love the 


great dfliculty presenting itself to my mind 
on this occasion is that what [ shall say.as a 


| whole will not be well received by the South. 


I am aware of that, and I most earnestly re- 
gret that it is the case; but, sir, ‘‘ facts are 
stubborn things.”’ 

I see upon this occasion, and I am always 
gratified to see it, a liberal spirit prevailing in 
the Senate of the United States. They are 
disposed most liberally to extend to the peo- 
ple of the South that which most of them do 
not claim—in the spirit, understand me, that 
I would wish them to desire or ask it They 


are being responded to, to say the least of it, | 
Many of them have not | 


asked to be relieved from their political disa- 
To some extent, upon this occasion, 


I have heretofore acted—from my previous 
course in life. I recognize the great principle 
laid down in the good Book: the nations of 
the world have sinned; and therefore there is 
nothing very glaring or surprising to us in the 
fact that the sons of the South have sinned; 
but the great doctrine is, ‘‘Come unto me all 
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.”’ 
first and last, that I would not have voted to 
relieve almost any individual within the con- 
federate States who would just send his peti- 
tion to me and ask to be relieved. 
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|| my own State. 
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The supreme court of Georgia is | tions for relief as any other Senator occupying 


a seat here, during the time that I have been 
on this floor. I have presented them in good 
faith. I have presented them, in many in- 
stances, when I knew the parties personally, 
and knew them to be hard cases; but I was 
disposed to be charitable toward them, They 
came up, as | understand it, in accordance 
| with the spirit of the law; and it was not 
for me to sit in judgment upon them; and 
| my response has invariably been favorable to 
them; and if they were insincere, be it upon 
| them and the country. 
| Mr. President, we have heard many argu- 
| ments on the measure now before us; but it 
/is my painful duty on this occasion to com. 
municate some information to the Senate from 
I have hesitated as to whether 
_ | should make known that which has recently 
| come into my possession yesterday and the day 
_ before. ‘To me it is deplorable. I regret that 
| it is my duty, as I conceive, to the great Kepub- 


|| lican party of the nation, and particularly to 


| 


| the Republicans of Texas, whom I have the 
| honor in part to represent here, to do so. I 
| should be unworthy of the confidence they have 


|| reposed in me were I to withhold this inform- 


| ation, be the consequences what they may. I 
regret exceedingly that | have to speak of my 
own State. However, | must do so, and I ask 
the Clerk to read the telegram which I now 
send to the desk. 

The Chief Clerk read the following telegram : 

MARSHALL, TEXAS, January 22, 1872. 

| Hon. J. W. Franaacan, United States Senate : 

One hundred armed men on horseback, from Na- 
eogdoches county, are in Henderson this morning, 


|| disturbing our peace and quiet. We are powerless. 
| Inform the President. F f 
A. D. LINSLEY. 


Mr. FLANAGAN. Now [ask for the read- 
| ing of the portion that I have marked of the 
letter which I send to the desk. 








There never has been a day, | 


The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


“In conclusion, I report the animus of the south- 
ern part of Rusk county, and the northern and west- 
ern parts of Nacogdoches county, together with some 
of their crime; for crime in full upon these people 
cannot be told by man, there being so many in the 
trade that even one of Greeley’s sharpest reporters 
could not find all to tell, fur they deal in privity 
upon the virtue of the country, and hope thereby 
| to foree Republicans to the wall, to die in terror, 
| and, if not, surely under their demoniac thrusts. 
‘Three weeks ago the Ku Klux Klan and their 
| sympathizers, with a posse, ordered Hazlett and 
Grayson, two police, shot. Hazlett being an expert 
gunner, killed Harnell, one of the Klan’s men, and 
|| by reason of their better arms, with Grayson anda 
'| few friends, held the little town of Sinflat, in Naeog- 
| doches county, but left on other business when the 
|| Klan, under semblance of law, raised three hundred 

and fifty or four hundred men. In the mean time 

old John Birdwell (Allen’s, the traitor’s, brother) 
was kill@d privily, and said two police accused. 

Now, with said four hundred men, they, the Ku 
| Klux, are scouring, intimidating, imprisoning, and 

swearing that the woods shall stink with Union men 

and negrees. ‘he Everetts, Mack Roberts, and Mr. 

Grimes have from fifty to seventy-five negroes and 

whites guarding themselves and the Union men of 
| their vicinity. The Ku Klux scour their settlement 
| with from fifty to éne hundred, and as high as one 
| hundred and fifty men, I learn, in a crowd. One 

man told me he counted one hundred and three 
| men pass through one lane. The law is a farce, 
| dear Senator, as enforced here now, for the Ku 

Klux are just as good witnesses where they are not 
| as where they are; and they have resolved that 
honor, property, virtue, and uprightness shall serve 
none as a shield, if he lend his will, support, and 
association to Republicans. 
| ‘Now, for your skill in the premises, the aspiring 
good everywhere unite in one grave, solemn, aud 
| Joud appeal to their Creator, that you may see, hear, 
feel, taste, and smell their condition, philosophic- 
| ally. and then bear us the balm ot relief, 


** Yours, truly, 
“*S.W. MARCH.” 


Mr. FLANAGAN. Now Task, for a par- 
ticular purpose, the reading of the letter which 
\| I send to the desk. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


1} CENTER, SHELBY County, Texas, 
January 

Dear Str: Lamone of the number that is dis- 
franchised, just from the simple fact that IL was 
justice of the peace and notary public before the 
| war. I was never amember ofthe Legislature. My 
| father and oldest brother, A. M. Truit, were both 
| members of the Legislature before the war, but aa 


| 
| 


| 


| 
i} 
i 
| 
| 





I have presented, perhaps, as many peti- to myself, | never held any office higher than justice 
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of the peace or notary public, &e. Imever voted a || or the left or far in the rear; he will never be | pass the amnesty bill. It informed us ¢ 
| promoted by the action of Jefferson Davis, | 


secession ticket, nor ever entered the confederate 
service until forced to do so by the abominable con- 
seript law. General, will you do me the kindness to 
assist me in getting a pardon, or my disabilities re- 
moved, for I think it very probable that I will be a 
candidate for the Legislature in this district at the 
next election, provided I can get my disabilities re- 
raoved intime? I am well aware of the fact that 
you have a great deal of influence in both Houses 
of Congress, and with the President. You know me, 
from the fact that you and my father, James Truit, 
were always very intimate friends, and always pulled 
together in the Legislature of Texas when you were 
both members of the senate. Anything you may be 
pleased to do in my behalf will be duly appreciated, 
and should the time ever come for me to aid or assist 
youin any way, manner, shape, or form, I am at your 
service. Should it be necessary, I can send upa 
petition in my behalf from the best and most loyal 
citizens in Shelby county. : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. M. TRUIT, 
or LEVI MARION TRUIT. 
General J. W. FLANAGAN, 

Mr. FLANAGAN. I merely callthe atten- 
tion of the Senate to these letters for the pur- 
a of showing that we are acting upon the 
iberal line. The last read [ introduce some- 
what for the purpese of showing that my dis- 
tinguished friend from Nevada, [ Mr. Nyk, | 
though he does not live very nigh, [laughter, | 
understands very well the true teatures of the 
citizens of the South. He represents them 
properly. The friend who wrote that letter—I 
so call him because he claims me as a friend—I 
know to be agood young man, of a good, peace- 
able family. He did not vote for secession. 
Such a party as he is I would always fondly 
respond to, and ask in good faith, in perfect 
honesty and sincerity, that he be relieved. 
But upon this occasion I do not propose 
invidiously to say that no other party shall 
be. I wish to be as liberal, being from the 
South and of the South, as my northern frieads 
dare be. 

Therefore, I propose to vote broadly and 
unqualifiedly for the general bill with the 
exceptions therein contained, and upon those 
exceptions I base my action in the premises. 
There are men withia the limits of the late 
southern confederacy that I am unwilling to 
vote to relieve. I could not vote to relieve 
Mr. Davis. There are some few gentlemen— 
one I know who was a member of one of the 
secession conventions—that I shall ask you to 
relieve after the passage of this bill. I will 
not offer that proposition, however, at this 
time. I will let his case go upo™ its merits. 
He was in very bad company, and we must 
hold him, I think, for further action. * 

Now, sir, be it remembered that Jefferson 
Lavis is living. He is not numbered with the 
dead. I think I understand the spirit of the 
South. I think I comprehend to some extent 
(for the man does not live who does compre- 
hend to the whole extent) the intention of the 
Democrats ofthe country. Ifthe disabilities of 
Jefferson Davis were removed, the Democrats 
would not find it necessary to ask the Congress 
of the United States to incorporate an addi- 
tional amendment in the fundamental law to 
enable them to go broadcast throughout the 


civilized world to find candidates for the Pres- | 


idency and Vice Presidency. No, sir; they 
would go no further than Jefferson Davis. 
There is the great Greeley himself—a name 
that | love, because he was in his early life so 
devoted a friend to the great Kentuckian, 
Heury Olay. He was a true Whig. I loved 
him in those days, and I love their recollection 
at this. Horace Greeley went down to Rich- 
mond when Mr. Davis was upon trial, and 
voluntarily became his boudsman. I know 
not, nor do I care, what the promptings may 
have been that caused him to act as he did; 
but when he put the bell upon Jefferson Davis 
upon that occasion, with the idea, perhaps, 
that Davis would follow him, he was decidedly 
in error, because if there be any following the 
one after the other, Horace will have to follow - 
the bell upon Jefferson Davis. [Laughter. ] 
That will be the result unmistakably. Put 
them upon an equality, and Horace will be 
ignored. He will have to stand to the right 
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|| because he is for himself. 


| by the great and lamented Vallandigham, the 
northern Democracy were ready to follow after 
that idol of theirs, and consistently, too—any- 
thing for success—but Jeff. Davis could not 


| and therefore the sons of the South, the 
Democracy at large there, repudiated that idea, 
and they would not come up and accept any 
such proposition. 

Now, sir, I ask whether the great Repub- 
lican party can affordto go thus far? I main- 
| tain that they dare not do so. 
heretofore upon the subject of reconstruction 
were correct, wherein are they wrong to-day? 
Is not the same spirit abroad in the South now 
as heretofore? If so, it would be a clear 
| acknowledgment to the world that they were 
| thenin error. If they were, and thus conclude, 
surely it would be praiseworthy for them thus 
/to act. Canthey afford it? I think not. The 
papers that I have had read here afford clear 
evidence to my mind, because they speak of 
occurrences particularly in my neighborhood. 
| I regret most earnestly that such are the facts. 
They are not to be gainsaid, however. Sir, 
who are they who are roaming about that State 
to the number of hundreds doing deeds of vio- 
lence? Are they Republicans? My word for 
| it, there is not a Republican in one of those 
organizations. Whence come they? Who are 
they? Where aretheytobe placed? Rebels. 
If so, will you stop there? No. They were, 
directly after the failure of the southern rebel- 
lion, Conservatives, begging the question ; but 
| now, in my humble opinion, there is not a 
Conservative within the State of Texas ; they are 
unqualified, unmistakable Democrats. Why? 
Because they think they have the sympathies 
of the northern Democracy. 

We are told that the President of the Uni 
ted States has said the time has come for gen- 
eral amnesty. He does not, however, go 
unqualifiedly the length that is demanded 
here, onthe part of whom? On the part of 
the Democrats. They have ever been for 
amnesty. They have ever said that the recon- 
struction laws were tyrannical and unconstitu- 
tional. Everything that could be arrayed and 
said against the action of the Government of 
the United States, they have arrayed and said. 
Is it expected of us to do anything that they 
will indorse? As an instance of that, toshow 
you that they cannot be satisfied, I desire to 
refer you very briefly to some very able re- 
marks of my distinguished friend, for such I 
place him, and am happy to recognize him, 
fo he, too, a Democrat, the elder Senator 











from Ohio, [Mr. Tuurman,] who is not now 
in his seat—I wish he were here. In his very 
able argument the day before yesterday, in dis- 
cussing this question, he said: 
| “So much for that, Mr. President. But I must 
| confess that I am again at a loss to comprehend the 
course of the Senktor.”’ 
Alluding to the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. 
Morton. | 
**My Radical friends, L begin to think, will have to 


go into a new election of what in the German infan- 
try is called a fugleman, some one to take tho lead 


| and show how the thing is to be done. The Senator 


from Indiana speaks here this morning the key-note 
of the campaign; but lo! and behold that key-note 
is, in effect, a denunciation of the President and of 
the President’s message which substantially recom- 
mends this very bill.’ : 

Here is the President saying that the time for 
amnesty has come. The President said in 1868, ‘* Let 
us have peace,”’ but we fourd no peace. There were 
some of us who thought he has not lived up to that 
declaration. He was inaugurated in March, 1869, and 
1869 passed away, and if we credit Radical state- 
ments we hadno peace. And corte we saw very 
little on the part of the President that tended to 

romote an era of peace and good will. The year 
870 passed by without any act or recommendation 
of the President to encourage the hope that we were 
at last to have peace, Then came 1871; and finally, 
at the close of that year in his annual message to 
Congress, for the first time we have something prac- 
tical in the way of “Let us have peace.” 5 
contained in the President’s recommendation to 


Why, sir, when the | 
| ‘*new departure’’ was spoken of, as suggested | 


| indorse that, because it ignored him forever; | 


If their acts | 
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the time had come, and although | thine at lasy 
| the reasons that he gave for hia recommenda, 
not exactly of the soundest and are not a lix}, 
racious, I will ‘not looka gift horse in the m 
fe recommended amnesty. He said the tin, 
come to ** Let us have peace,” 


nh ire 
> Un- 
mouth,” 
time had 


Upon thisI must brietly remark, and [ peor 
that the Senator is not in his seat, “ Oy Of th 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh i 
What says my distinguished friend here? (¢ 


Sars : f 
what was he thinking at the time ? : 
“My Radical friends, I begin to think, wil] have 


to go into a new election of what in th 
infantry is called a fugleman.”’ 

Now, I propose to show to my friend from 
Ohio that we are situated to-day unlike him 
| Perhaps the issue will not be raised, and | 

certainly would not wish to be invidious to the 
prejudice of any other distinguished gentleman 
in the Democratic ranks in the Senate; byt | 
think the Senator might well perhaps be termed 
the fugleman of the Democratic party in th. 
Senate to-day. The great Republican party 
are not permitted to do what this remark fore. 
shadows, particularly when taken into agp. 
ciation with the proposition now before the 
Congress of the United States, to add an add. 
tional article to the Constitution authorizing 
us to go to Germany, of which the Senator 
speaks, Russia, Prussia, or elsewhere, to fing 
| a standard-bearer for the Democracy. No, 

sir. We have a proud standard-bearer who 

has well borne up the stars and stripes at the 

Appomattox apple-tree, at Vicksburg, and 

wherever he has been placed; and since he 

has been seated in the White House he has 

acquitted himself well. Thousands and thov- 

sands have been after him, just as they g0 

hunting in my great State. We have many 

deer, we have much game there, and we have 
many hounds to get them up, and we have our 
shots, fine shots, all around at various stands, 

and as the noble animal runs the country, with 
his great horns extended a great distance to the 
right and to the left, every little fellow takes 
a pop at him, some with squirrel shot, some 
with mustard-seed, if you please, and some of 
them with a pretty heavy load. [ Laughter.] 
There is no doubt about that. They chime in 
upon all parts of the ground. If he escapes 
upon that occasion they all get together, blow 
their horns, call the huntsmen in, and say, 
‘* Well, he has beaten us; he has outrun us; 
he has made his escape; we must have hin, 
however; we will hunt him down.”’ And 0, 
in the case of the President, the huntsmen 
say, ‘* We will find him in New York; we will 
go into his strong thicket there, and if we are 
not able to get him there, we will quarter him 
elsewhere.’’ He is to be quartered, because 
he is in the way here. [Laughter.] ‘hat is 
all very well; but we have him and we rely 
upon him. We are perfectly satisfied to stand 
by him. We ask not a change in the Consti- 
tution so as to permit a German or Russian 
or any other foreigner to be President. 

Mr. President, [ am an American, and | 
thank my God that such is the case, and I do 
not want to go out of the United States for a 
| candidate for the Presidency or the Vice 
Presidency. I want to adhere to the sound 
old doctrine that ‘‘ Americans shall rule 
America.’’ I want no foreigner to come here 
to rule me. I have some of the pride that 
was inculeated in my early life when I was 
a echool-boy. One of the first books that 
was placed in my hands as a school-boy was 
Weews’'s Life of Washington, and in that | 
learned the simple dialogue, if you please to 
call it such, between General Braddock and 
the then stripling of my own native State, 
Washington. He was a colonel, I believe, in 
the colonial army, leading the Virgiuians 
against the French and Indians, while General 
Braddock was the lvader of the British forces. 
Colonel Washington, a3 he was on that occa: 
sion, remarked that the warfare, the course 
pursued by General Braddock, was dangerous. 
** High time,’’ was the reply, ‘*for an American 
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hat at tay, buckskin to teach a British general how to || horse, and then he gets around to his friends | Senator is receiving, I might almost say, vol- ae 
de of geht.’ Sir, if General Braddock had adhered || near byand says, ‘* Now! will tell you whatis || umes; I know not what the quantity is; it is t 
ithe to the kind suggestion of the American strip- the fact; my friend has just presented me with | immense, however, from all parts of the nation ; 
1€ Mouth » .¢ he would not have been compelled to ask || this horse; but he is moon-eyed; he has got || and at a very early period you will find the 
time hag yje pardon of that stripling as a dying man || the glanders or some disease ; it is an awful || steamers coming over freighted with them 
i chat evening. I desire for myself, sir, to rely || matter; it is intended to ruin my stock ; that || from Europe; and, therefore, stationery will 
tT repre: ppon the suggestions of an American. Ulys- || will never do in the world.’’ He cannot ap- || advance very much, and | am anxious to get rid 
Jut Ot the ces §. Grant is an American, We know where || preciate the gift as it substantially is, but || of this subject at the earliest possible periot 
eaketh. to find him. We understand him. We want || undertakes to say here very modestly—for he || by the passage of his measure. [ Laughter. ] 
re? Of no lecturers from any other country. _They may || is a modest gentleman, a kind hearted one, a Again I am reminded that it is best to try 
be right. If they are, patriotism is not too |} liberalone, and an able one, and thereby makes || to get rid of the imposing Senator [Mr. Sum- 
Will hayg abundant in the countries from which they || his kind remarks tell unequivocally, and they || yer] on that subject, just as the lady answered 
© Germay come; and I have heard of those who left their || go for what is said with a large percentage of | her admirer. The suitor had been impor- 
country for their country’s good. — [Laughter.] || the people—‘ Oh, yes, the President recom- || tuning her time and again, and she had inva- 
nd from (ften have 1 been thus admonished history. || mends the measure, but he has his friends || riably declined to accept the proposition. At 
ike him, [ recollect very well when the great Kos- || around here who will repudiate it; they have || length, however, being very much annoyed, 
d, and | “th was here afew years ago. What was his || no idea that he is sincere in carrying out this || she concluded to say ‘‘yes,’’ just to get rid of 
US tO the mission? Lis mission here wasto some extent || proposition; this is all talk; there is not a || his importunity. 1 want to go with the Sena- 
ntleman to lectare Americans upon the great princi- || word of truth in it.’’ tor to get rid of this matter, [laughter, } 
3 but] Jes of republican government, and they fol- Now, sir, where are the evidences of this? || because really, Mr. President, we find his bill 
e termed owed after him in goodly numbers. He was || I come up and show you my objections to the | here as a breakwater. A concurrent resolu- 
Y 1M the caressed, almost worshiped, idolized, by the || measure, and yet I am an admirer of Presi- || tion was introduced here for the adjournment 
Mn party American people. He progressed step by || dent Grant. 1 have voted regularly for this || of Congress at a particular day. Well, you 
ark fore. step, until finally he sought, and sought suc- || amnesty bill. I propose further to vote for || saw that bill thrust right on it. ‘*Stop,’’ says 
tO asso. cessfully, to meet the great champion of || the amendment of the Senator from Massachu- || he; ‘‘you must not adjourn until my bill is 
fore the American liberty of that day, Henry Clay. || setts. Why? There are various reasons why || passed.’’ There it was again; here it is now; 
an addi. He had a conversation with Mr. Clay, Mr. || I shall do so. I think it but sheer justice; I | and we shall continue to have it; and I am 
horizing Clay being then in his sick-room, and after || think it is demanded of the Republican party || for making peace with it by a general surren- 
Senator that conversation he withered and fell just as || to adhere strictly to that proposition. AsI || derat once. [{Laughter.] 
» to find though he had approached the Upas tree, and |} remarked previously, if the reconstruction I stop notthere, Mr. President; I go farther, 
y. No, that was about the last we heard of Louis |} measures were proper at the period when they || and I indorse the Senator to the utmost degree 
rer who Kossuth; and it is just what I want all such || were enacted, they are proper to day just as || in his proposition, When you vote general 
8 at the men consigned to that make such an advent. substantially as they were at that period or || amnesty to the people of the South let them 
rg) and [ am no advocate for hunting candidates for || any intervening period. I go further and say || know that it is not any dictation of theirs that 
Ince he the Presidency in other countries. The Dem- || that the great Republican party dare not go || prompts you thus to do, but that you have can- 
he has ocrats may do so. I care not where they may || back upon what they have done; that it would || vassed the whole matter. Here are two great 
d thon. yo. It only proves their weakness thgt they || have been a thousand times better they had || principles and two acts, each of no small mag- 
they go ia no man within the whole United States |! left us in the South where they found us in || nitude, and let them go hand in hand. If there 
€ many whom they are willing to risk as a standard- || 1861, than to have passed your reconstruction || be those who would say that the one represents 
ve have bearer. It istrue, Alexisis here. They have || laws andto-day acknowledge to the world that | the lion and the other the lamb, let it be under- 
ave our been worshiping Alexis, and he has _tri- || they have erred, thereby establishing the fact || stood on this occasion that the lion and the 
stands, umphed wherever he has been. I believe || beyond all controversy that secession was | lamb lie down together, and let the matter 
ry, with some of the ladies claim to have married him. || right and that it ought to have been recog: || be thus consummated, and let both questions 
€ to the fLonanise: 3 A thousand considerations, per- || nized. || be put at rest. That is my view of the sub- 
v takes japs a mania for something foreign, | suppose, I am delighted, however, upon that branch || ject. ‘Then it will be unmistakably evident 
t, some has called forth all this. He has killed a buf- || of the subject, to state that my friend from | that the Congress of the United States looks 
ome of falo. 1 have no unkind allusions to make to || Ohio (Mr. TuurMan] declares he never wasa || to liberty, looks to everything else trat we 
ghter. him in any manner or shape, because I love || secessionist. I readily say to him that he | have pretended to guaranty to the f eedmen, 
hime in the name of his country. His country has |} never having been a secessionist, he never || to the black men of the southern confeder- 
scapes stood side by side with the American nation, et has been a good Democrat, [laughter,] and || acy. We have declared them free. Now, havy- 
r, blow the very best feeling existing between them. c is improperly associated; he ought to go \ ing thus declared, let us by our action make 
id say, It is true there has been a little catechizing || out from the Democrats, join the liberal party, || it unmistakable, because every Senator here 
‘un us; lately, [laughter,] but that amounts to noth- || where he properly belongs, from his own dec- | knows, every intelligent mind is very well 
e him, ing. All these interrogatories are casily re- || larations ; and his own declarations to me are || aware of the fact, that the various Legisla- 
nd 80, sponded to, and they go with the wind from || amply good, because I believe him to be sincere. || tures in the different States look into your 
itsmen whence they came. These are two great || In the South, if you could finda Democrat who || action here minutely, and if there is the least 
ve will mighty nations, and they are not likely, the || was nota secessionist, they would not give him || fraction left upon earth in the laws that you 
we are one to get the other by the ear. I have not || stable-room. [Laughter.] They would have |) enact here, they will locate upon it and they 
er him any fear on that branch of the subject. no use for him for any purpose in the world. || will seek advantages adverse to the intention 
ecause The Democracy, however, it is well known, || That is the whole gist of the subject; there- |! of the acts of the Congress of the United 
hat is are driven to the wall. They have beentaking || fore, my friend is in that particular wrong. || States. 
e rely soundings for lo, these many days, and yet it It is argued by able minds that the billof || This bill, in my belief, will heal every objec- 
stand is not known where they can find a man who || the distinguished Senator from Massachusetts || tion upon that score, and when they take the 
onsti- can run against that tried American horse, if || is not germane as an amendment to the bill || one they will necessarily accept the other. They 
ussian you please, President Grant. They may go || removing political disability. The Constitu- || can reject neither the one nor the other; and 
abroad for a candidate, if they will, but never || tion has been invoked upon that matter. It || if they ask the question, ‘‘ Why is it that we 
and | under any circumstances will my vote be cast || is not my purpose to discuss that branch of || are thus abused?’ as they will say they are by 
1 I do for any such additional article in the Constitu- || the subject. Itis inable hands. Thegentleman || the act, because they will complain that it is 
for a tion of the United States. I did not intend, || who offers the bill as an amendment is abund- | arbitrary, they will see that they must go back 
Vice when I got up, to explore the ground I am || antly able to meet any proposition that can | to the beginning corner, and they must then 
sound now in, but it suggested itself to me, and I || be submitted adverse to it. 1 have read the || be admonished, and they can always be thus 
rule move on. I might as well say, however, that || Constitution for myself, and I am satisfied || admonished by those with whom they rest for 
» here the Democracy to-day are ready to do that || that the proposed amendment is constitutional, || subsequent justification: ‘‘You invoked it; 
that which they have always been ready to do ever || If I had come to a different conclusion I could || your action prompted it; and we cannot and 
| was since they have been an organized party. What || not vote for it, but I have voted for it uni- || we will not go back upon what we have done ; 
; that is it, I might ask upon the negative side of the || formly, and I intend to do so to the end. But || if you think it is a bad matter, you had better 
; was uestion, that they have not done, what is it || let me state that I will go further: if the || make the best of it, for that is the true philo- 
hat | that they would not do tosucceed? They object || amendment should be voted down, I will then || sophic doctrine.”’ 
ise to now, and Greeley too, to President Grant that |; vote for the bill in the absence of the amend- || Now, Mr. President, what are the facts easily 
and he prefers his friends to his enemies. My || ment. || illustrated? Jefferson Davis lives; as for A. 
tate, friend from Ohio remarked in his speech that I support the amendment of the distinguished || H. Stephens, the skeleton, there is no ‘elling 
re, in the President bas said, ‘‘ Let us have peace; || Senator from Massachusetts for other reasons. || whether he will ever die; you cannot probe 
iians pass a gencral bill relieving all parties from || One is, that I discover that if we should re- | him with anything in any way, manner, or 
neral their disabilities, with a few exceptions, what- || main here, as we certainly shall do, for a very || shape; there is nothing but skin and bone, 
rees. ever Congress may think advisable,’’ &c. considerable period, petitions will come in to || and as long as the Lord lets 1t have breath 
occa: : But, says my friend, the Senator from Ohio, || such a degree, requiring so much paper, that || you cannot reach it; he is not going to die; 
urse ‘I will not look a gift horse in the mouth.”’ || really the price will be vastly enhanced, and || he would come back here in fifteen minutes 
ous. That is all very good. If you will not, why || it will thereby become a considerable tax to || if you would just pass a general bill. [ Laugh- 
rican make these outside remarks? He accepts the || the Government of the United States, for the || ter.] Now we must be vigilant, we must look 
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to the interests of the American nation. Lock- 
ing to the interests of the American nation, 
we are admonished unmistakably that those 
men live, both Davis and Stepens, and while 
they live we must be vigilant; we must look 
toward them, we must watch their influences, 
and we must anticipate any action upon their 
part. 

As for the Democracy being able to perpet- 
vate this great nation, that is a failure. They 
have been well tried, and they are not able to 
do it. They have been weighed and found 
wanting in the scales. When they metas a 
great party in Charleston, it is well known they 
were ina grand majority. but they ran two can- 
didates to break themselves down. They had 
ample power then to elect a President and per- 
petuate their party, but that party could not 
be perpetuated. 
to day? 
ments.’’ 


Whig party; surely they have; they are all 


internal improvement men now; they are all | 


bank men; they are all tariff men. Dem- 


ocracy now occupies precisely the old Whig | 
grounds, and not a great many years hence || 


they will say that they, too, were in favor of 
the Ka Klux bill. 
with the distinguished Reverdy Johnson, when 
he was summoned down, by large levies being 
made on various portions of the country in 
North Carolina and South Carolina, to defend 
the Ku Klux. 
but before he got through those trials he be- 
came disgusted, and said that it was impossible 
to recognize their acts; and what was his plea? 


t will be with them as | 


y 


What are their living lights | 
They say now, ‘‘internal improve: | 
They bave located upon the great | 
and grand principle first enunciated by fhe old | 


| 
| 


i} 
i} 





He responded to the money; | 


‘The answer was ‘guilty, guilty, guilty?’’ but, |! 
‘fah,’’ said he, ‘*as a mitigating thing we had || 
to form organizations here to protect ourselves; | 
the black men of the country had organized, and | 
they were going to burn, pillage, and destroy | 


the country at large!” 

Mr. President, does not every intelligent 
gentleman know that that is a threadbare argu- 
ment, a simple backing down? Why did they 
not invoke the power of the State government? 


ii 
| 

| 
} 


Was there any intimation of that kind on their |) 


mart? Nene. 
President of the United States? 


Was any 
such intimation given to him? 


None. Was 


Why did they not call on the || 


| 
|| 


| endeavor to do so. 


' tain that while the President thus acts, with 
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very likely to succeed, nor is he worthy of 
friends. Fast friends expect to find a fast | 
object upon which they place their affection. | 
Then when such an object in found, there is no | 
difficulty about it. 

Now, if I had any objection on God Al- 
mighty’s earth to our President, it would be 
this, that he is not true enough to his friends. | 
I want a man first to know his friends, or | 
He ought to be well versed 
in human nature, and when he has found and 
recognized a friend, never give him up under 
any circumstances until it is unmistakably 


| Mr. WILSON. 


|| days in the hands of the Committ 





ee 
those days until far past any reasona| 
ner hour. 





} , 
we dine 


I wish to state the 
why I cannot vote for this motion. 
| a bill before us that was from thirt 


Tensong 
W © have 
Y to forty 


a *€ On the 
Judiciary, the apportionment bill. . 


They have 
now reported on that subject. There are som 
sixteen or seventeen State Legislatures that 
are in session. Many of those Legislatures 
desire toadjourn soon. We ought to act yy, ; 
it. We ought to come here to morrow sal 
finish that bill this week, if it takes from now 


manifest that his regard is improperly placed, || until Sabbath morning to do it. I hope, there. 


and then it is his bounden duty in an instant 
to see that justice be done. That is the great 
privciple—justice before generosity. I main- 


all that can be heralded abroad against him, 
all the assaults that are made will fall harm- 
less’at his feet, as they did at the feet of the 
great Fatherof his Country, Washington, when 
he so gloriously filled the chair of State. 

Mr. President, I have said much more than 
I intended when I rose. I will only say, in 
conclusion, that I think it is absolutely neces- 
sary that we look further to Jefferson Davis, 





| A. H. Stephens, and those included in the 


exceptions. ‘Time will wear on. If those 
gentlemen are repentant, let them manifest it, 
and whenever they do, I will accord to them 


| that which is demanded by charity, generosity, 
| magnanimity, and everything that is known to 


the American people, and relieve them ; but 
this is not the day. The little documents that 
I have presented here to-day give you an idea 
of what is abroad through the land. I regret 
that they were placed in my possession; most 


earnestly [ deplore the facts stated, but they || before. 


are facts; and yet, under all the circumstances, 
I am going to vote for the bill as spoken of, 
and [ hope it will pass, and pass at a very early 
period, and that these men will be tried. If 
they prove worthy, it will be happy for the 


|, uation; if otherwise, power being yet securely 


in the hands of the great Republican party, 
who alone at this day are able to wield the 
destinies and perpetuate the existence of this 
great nation, | am satisfied. 

Mr. SAULSBURY obtained the floor. 

Mr. WILSON. Does the Senator from 


any intimation given that the members of that || Delaware desire to go on this afternoon? 


alleged black organization should be indicted 
and tried in the courts? None under heaven. 
The Democratic papers from all the cross- 
roads promulgated it as a farce, that the Ku 


Klux committee was only organized for the | 


purpose of covering up the iniquitous acts of 
the President and his party. 


| 
} 
1] 


| 


They now, how: | 


Mr. SAULSBURY,. It is immaterial to 
me. Iam willing to do so if it is the pleasure 
of the Senate, or defer my remarks until the 
morning. 

Mr. WILSON. If the Senator from Dela- 
ware desires to go on to-night, of course we 
shall listen to him with pleasure; but if he 


ever, pretend to no such flimsy pretext; they || does not, I would like to call up two or three 


acknowledge the existence of the Ku Klux || small bills before we adjourn. 


organization, but they say it was started in || 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Car- 


self-defense. Thus they go. Thousands there || PeENTER in the chair.) Does the Senator from 


are that have objected to the President of the 
United States. They say that he adheres to 
his friends. Upon that branch of the subject I 
will at all times be ready to meet such an ac- 
cusation as that. 
States who will not stand up to and indorse 


| 
| 


his friends is unwortby of so high and proud a | 
osition as that of Chief Magistrate of the || with pleasure to the Senator from Massachu- 
Jnited States. I cite the authority of General |) setts, but the gentleman having charge of the 


Jackson, if you please. 
of General Jackson? When General Jackson 
was installed in the chair of state, this hue and 
cry was raised against bim by the great party 
of which, as a boy, | was an humble advocate 
at that day. I thought they were right; I 


loved the great Whig party; I did not like the | 


Democratic party, an 


I have never changed 
on that subject either. 


But General Jackson 


stood up to his friends throughout the Union. | 


What was the policy | 


| 
| 


| 


Washingion society could testify to that. He | 


stood up for his friends in the domestic circle. | 
All manner of allegations were abroad; the | 


forked tongue of slander was thrust at him in 


| 
} 


committees that we cannot attend to in the 


Delaware yield? 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I will defer to the wishes 
of the gentleman who has charge of the bill. 
Mr. WILSON. I moveto take up Senate bill 


A President of the United || No. 448. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. So far as my own indi- 
vidual feelings are concerned I should yield 


bill prefers that I should submit my remarks 
now, 


Mr. ANTHONY. Will the Senator from Del- 


| aware allow me to interpose a motion that when 


the Senate adjourns to-day it be to meet on 
Monday next? 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I object. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I hope we shall adjourn 


over, because I| believe it will expedite the 


public business. We have business before the 


mornings of days that the Senate sits. I have 
been, and { presume most Senators have been, 
every day when not engaged in the Senate, on 


all manner of ways; and yet he stood firmand || Thursdays and Fridays, engaged in commit. 


equable so far as friends were concerned, and |) tees. 


The Senator from Indiana [Mr. Mor- 


he succeeded. He who does notdo that is not |! rox] bas kept me in the committee-room on 


fore, that we shall meet to-morrow and take y 
the apportionment bill, press it to a vote and 
settle it this week. jana 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN., I do not see the 
slightest possibility that we shall take up the 
apportionment bill this week; and it certainly 
is true, as the Senator from Rhode Island hag 
stated, that the committees are pressed with 
business, and I think the business of the coun- 
try will be facilitated if the committees have 
these two days to prepare their reports for the 
Senate. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Can this motion be 
entertained if there be any objection to it? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. I suppose 
not. ; 

Mr. ROBERTSON. ThenI shall be forced 
to object. I want to get through with this 
amuesty bill to-morrow. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I beg pardon. The Sen. 
ator should have objected before. This motion 
has been entertained and is before the Senate, 
I might as well object. to the amnesty bill. 


Mr."ROBERTSON. I think I objected 


Mr. HAMLIN. The motion is before the 
Senate, I believe, that when we adjourn to-day 
we adjourn to meet on Monday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I hope that motion will not 
prevail; I have had a little experience in this 
body: I have heard this talk about the meet- 
ings of committees a great many times, and [ 
confess it has always failed to impress me as 
it has been impressed on the mind of my friend 
from Rhode Island. Ido think that we owe 
it to the States to dispose of the apportionment 
bill. In my own State I see they are talking 
of a final adjournment of the Legislature on 
the 10th of February. If the bill of the Senate 
committee shall pass, it will necessitate a new 
apportionment in our State, and either throw 
the election over a year or incur the expense 
of an extra session of the Legislature. 

I am told we may not take up that bill to- 
morrow. Very well, we shall make progress 
with something else, which will bring us one 
day nearer to it, so that we shall get it up 
sooner by sitting to-morrow, 

I think I may say that | believe there is no 
Senator in this body more prompt in his attend- 
ance upon committee duties than myself. [ 
have not failed to attend every meeting of 
every committee of which I am a member, with 
one single exception, and then only because I 
was sitting with one committee while another 
was in session. I think alittle more labor and 
a little less talk is what we want in this body; 
that is my judgment, and that we shall get as 
| much work from committees as we want if we 
| hold a session to-morrow. I have no idea but 
what the motion will prevail, but I state my 
convictions. I do think there is a moral re- 
ponsibility on us to sit here and do the duties 
that we are sent here for, and this talk about 
| duties in committee is not good moonshine. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope the Senate will 
not adjourn over. I do not, however, agree 
with the Senator from Maine in the last re- 
mark that he made, that this talk about work 
in committees is mere moonshine. Commit- 
tee duties, according to my experience, are 
very laborious, particularly in the committee 
where I am chiefly engaged, so much so that 
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that committee has resolved to hold night ses- 

But notwithstanding that, I think we 
to stay here and do some business. 
Here is the apportionment bill that is press- 
ing upon us. he Legislatures of the various 
States are in session, and some of them are 
continuing their sessions, in order to redistrict 
the States according to the law of Congress 
which shall be passed apportioning Represent- 
stives to them. They cannot, of course, dis- 
trict their States for members of Congress 
yntil they know how many members they are 
to have. 


sions. 
0 ht 


That is the bill which is pressing upon us; | 


and the amnesty question is pressing upon us; 
and it ought to be settled. I was in hopes 
that we could stay here to-night until we got a 
yote on amnesty; and if we cannot do it to- 
night | hope it may be the understanding that 
when we come here to-morrow we will not 
adjourn until we have disposed of the amnesty 
question one way or the other. The Senator 
from South Carolina made an effort the other 
day to get an agreement to take the vote at 
gyme particular time upon that subject, and 
I should be very glad if the Senate could come 
to such an understanding; but if not, I do 
hope the friends of amnesty will stand by the 
pill, and not adjourn to-morrow until we get 
a vote upon it, [ trust the Senate will not to- 
day adjourn over until Monday. Let us sit 
to-morrow at any rate, if we cannot sit on 
Saturday. 


Mr. COLE. Before the Senator from IIli- | 


nois came in, a moment ago. the subject of 
taking up the apportionment bill and making 
ita special order for to-morrow was discussed 
by some of the Senators here, and if he, as 
chairman of the committee having that bill in 
charge, is ready to go on with it to-morrow, I 
would suggest to him that he move to make 
it the special order for to-morrow, and let us 
dispose of it on that day. ‘There is, as has 
been stated over and over again, very great 
necessity for disposing of that bill at once. The 
Legislature of my State is in session. They 
wish to make the new apportionment at this 
session of the Legislatuse, and they need time 
todo it. The same is true, as is stated, of a 
dozen or sixteen other States. I ask the 
Senator, therefore, to move to make that bill 
the special order for to-morrow, and let us 
dispose of it. 

Mr. TROMBULL. Iam ready to take up 
the apportionment bill, and should be very 
glad to take it up to-morrow, or would have 
been glad to have it taken up to-day ; but [ can- 
not antagonize the apportionment bill against 
the amnesty bili, which has been under discus- 
sion. The friends of amnesty have been equally 
urgent that that bill be disposed of, and I will 
say to the Senator from California that in my 
judgment economy of time requires us, when 
we have got one subject up and have partially 


discussed it, to hold on to it until we tinish it. | 


The debate upon amnesty will come to an end 
some time or other if we hold the Senate to it, 
aud | hope there will be no giving way. 

_ Mr. COLE. -It promises now to run on 
indefinitely. 

M r. TRUMBULL. 
Senator from California, if it can be under- 
stood in the Senate that the amnesty bill is not 
to get the go-by for every person who wants to 
make a speech upon some other subject, or 
introduce some other proposition, and have it 
informally laid aside. Let it be understood 
that it will be laid aside for nothing until it is 
ended. That is the way to accomplish busi- 
ness here. While I am anxious to take up 
the apportionment bill, I do not feel at liberty 
to move to postpone the amnesty bill for the 
purpose of taking it up. I think true econ- 
omy requires us to come here to-morrow, take 
up the amnesty bill at one o’clock, and finish 
it to-morrow. 

Mr. COLE. There is no such special rea- 
son, as [ understand it, for an early disposi- 
tion of the amnesty bill, as there is for prompt 


It will not, I assure the | 











| I was. 
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action on the apportionment bill. The Legis- 
latures of the several States I suppose are 
not to act on that, nor are any other bodies; 
it may be postponed without any detriment to 
anybody; but not so with the apportionment 
bill, which must be acted upon by the several 
States where the apportionment isto be remade. 

Mr. WILSON. I wish to suggest to the 
Senator from South Carolina that there are 
several Senators who desire to speak upon the 
amnesty bill, as I understand the facts of the 
case. I do not think the amnesty bill is losing 
anything by being fully discussed here, nordo 
I think the amendment proposed by my col- 


| league is losing anything in the Senate or the 


country by being discussed here. I would be 
glad to have a vote upon the subject to-mor- 
row; but I do not believe we can get one if 
the matter is pressed. 


but we have no three or four days to spend on 
the apportionment bill that has just come to 
us from the Committee on the Judiciary. ‘That 
bill ought to be settled, and it ought to be 
settled this week. It will be several days be- 
fore it will become a law anyway. It oughtto 
be passed for the sake of the Legislaturesthat 
are now sitting, and who will desire to adjourn 
soon. 

It seems to me the best thing to do is to take 


| up to-morrow theapportionment bill, and settle 


it this week if we can, and I think we can do it. 
Then take up the amnesty bill on Monday, and 
if the Senator from South Carolina thinks we 


can get through it on Monday, let us sit it out ; | 
| if not, sit it out on Tuesday and stand by the | 
I agree with the general doctrine an- | 
nounced here, that it is best when we get a bill || 


bill. 


up to stand by it; but there is an absolute 
necessity for taking up the apportionment bill. 
It may be days in the House, if we amend it, 
before it is finally passed, and if the Legis- 
latures are forced to adjourn, owing to our 
dilatory action, without districting their States, 
there will be complaint in the country, and 
there ought to be complaint. I think that 
stands before any other measure we have 
pending in the Senate. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Is it decided by the 
Chair that the motion made by the Senator 
from Rhode Island is in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
not having been objected to at the proper time, 
is now before the Senate. 


Mr. ROBERTSON. Then I appeal to the || 


Senate not to adjourn over to Monday, but to 
come here on Friday, and if need be on Satur- 
day, until this question is decided. I hope the 
motion will not prevail. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The motion 


is, that when the Senate adjourns to-day it 


adjourn to meet on Monday next. 
Mr. THURMAN. I have voted for a sim- 


ilar motion every time it has been made at this 


session, and I believe every other session, and 


have made it frequently myself, and I believe 


it is the best way to dispatch the business of 


the Senate understandingly. So far from there 
being no necessity for committees to meet to 


occupy the days when the Senate is not in ses- 
sion, the committees do meet. ‘The Senate 


did not sit Jast Friday and did not sit last 
| Saturday, but it is known to some of us that || 


we were on committee work the whole of 
Friday and the whole of Saturday. 


days than any two days of the week. But if 


the Senator trom South Carolina says that it 
| is his purpose to ask the Senate to sit out the 
| amnesty bill to-morrow, then [ shall vote 
| against adjourning over to Monday. 


not his purpose to ask the Senate to set out 
the bill to-morrow, then I shall vote to adjourn 
to Monday. 
Mr. ROBERTSON. 
ask the Senate to sit out this bill to-morrow. 
Mr. POMEROY. 


But of one thing [ am | 
| sure: that we can affordto spend three or four 
| days on that measure if we desire to do so; 


1 am sure 
So far from escaping labor by the 
| adjournment over, [ labor harder those two 


If it is 


It is my purpose to 
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taking any part in the amnesty debate, think- 

ing we should get a vote, and if we could get 

a vote to-morrow that would be a very desira- 
| ble thing; but I do feel a special interest in 

the apportionment bill, and I was going to 
| move if we cannot get a vote on the amnesty 
| bill, to postpone that bill and take up the ap- 
|| portionment bill. The Legislature of my own 
| State, as is the case in other States, is now in 
session. In any event we have got to district 
the State, because the whole State is nowin 
one district. Our constitution limits the term 
that the Legislature can stay together. They 
cannot be together more than forty days. 
More than half that time is out now, and they 
| have not yet taken up the apportionment 
question in the Legislature. 

Mr. COLE. The time is limited in my 
State also. 
|. Mr POMEROY. There will be, I think, 
| reasonable ground of complaint against us, as 
'| the Senator from Massachusetts has said, if 
we spend our time day after day and week 
after week on this amnesty bill and yet take 
no vote on it or any other. If the amnesty 
bill ean be disposed of to-morrow, I am will- 
ing to stick by it; if not 
|| Mr. RAMSEY. Why does not the Senator 
now move to postpone the amnesty bill for the 
purpose of taking up the apportionment bill? 

Mr. POMEROY. I was suggesting that 
very motion. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Let that bill be taken up, 
| and the question of adjourning over to Monday 
|| can be settled afterward. 

Mr. POMEROY. I should like to test the 
sense of the Senate on this one question: 
whether we will proceed with theamnesty bill 
or the apportionment bill. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. I desire 
to make a suggestion. May we not name 
| some hour to-morrow, say nine o’clock to- 
| morrow night, or ten o’clock to-morrow night, 
| or some earlier hour, to take the vote on th3 
| amnesty bill? J understand certain gentlemen 
| desire to address the Senate on that question. 
|| We might name an hour and get through the 
| bill to morrow. If an hour is named, and it is 
| certain that we can take the vote on the bill 
| and the amendments at a particular hour, 
| there can be no difficulty. I will say eight 
| o’clock to-morrow. [‘‘ No!’ “No!’] T will 

say six, or five o'clock, or any bour that is 
| satisfactory. 


|| Mr. POMEROY. 











| 
1] 
| 
| 
| 
| 


There are several Sena- 
tors who desire to address the Senate on that 
|| bill who will not consent to such an arrange- 
|| ment. 
|| Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. That will 
| give a long period of time to those who desire 
|| to speak. 
| Mr. POMEROY. There are those who will 
| not, | understand, agree to take the vote at any 
|| particular hour. 
| Mr. ROBERTSON. I hope the friends uf 
|| the bill will sit it out to morrow night. 
|| Mr. POMEROY. I move that the present 
| and all prior orders be postponed, and that we 
proceed to the consideration of the bill known 
|| as the apportionment bill. 
| The PKESIDING OFFICER. That mo- 
‘| tion is not in order, and will not be until the 
|| pending question is disposed of. The pending 
|| question is on the motion of the Senator from 
| Rhode Island, that when the Senate adjourns 
| to-day it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 
|| Mr. POMEROY. I would like to know if 
| we cannot postpone the pending question. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
i| thinks not. 
|| Mr. ANTHONY. It is impossible to take 
the vote on the amnesty bill to-morrow. | 
|| think | am more anxious than any other Sen 
|| ator here to have that vote taken and the bill 
| disposed of; but we know that thera are a 
|| number of Senators who desire to speak upon 
|| it and who fairly ought to be allowed to speak 
| upon it. There has been none of that debate 





I have refrained from || upon this bill which was intended to prolong 





the question. The debate bas all been legiti- 
mate and fair; and it is not exbausted. Now, 
if the Senator from South Carolina undertakes 
to press the bill to a vote to-morrow night, he 
will find bimself with a bare quorum here; at 
least he will not find the Senate as fuil as he 
would wish it to be when the vote is taken. 
We cannot take the vote to morrow or the 
vext day on the amnesty bill. 

Mr. POMEROY, (to Mr. Awruoxy.) With- 
draw your motion to adjourn over. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Why? 

Mr. POMEROY. So that we may take the 
vote now on the question of postponing the 
amnesty bill and taking up the apporuonment 


bill. 
Mr. ANTHONY. Iwill do that if I can 


have the privilege of renewing my motion. 


from Ithode Island withdraws his motion, the 





Senator from South Carolina, to postpone the 


I 


o'clock, and when that is done, I will move to 
take up the apportionment bill. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. If the honorable || 


Senator from South Carolina will permit me, 
I will make one suggestion to him, If he wants 
to get his amnesty bill acted upon at all, he 
must not consent to its being suspended one 


|| moment, according tomy judgement; he must 


he PRESIDING OFFICER. Ifthe Senator | 


consideration of the amnesty bill, now before | 


es the Seuate, and take up House bill No. 1050, | 


on the game subject. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I shall not withdraw my 


motion. 


om tttie-e 


pending question will be on the motion of the || 


| press it now, and until the Senate finally act 


upon it. He sees that it is the purpose of many | 


Senators on the opposite side of the House to 
defeat that bill by any mode of tactics that 
they can adopt. I therefore think thatif the 
Senate is disposed to pass the bill, the proper 
and politic temper in which the Senator from 
South Carolina ought to press it, is to press it 
unceasingly until the Senate is brought to act 
| finally on the subject. He will save time by 
it; he will have quite as certain a mode of 
| passing the bill in that way as any other, and 
it is certainly, according to my experience of 
proceedings in the Senate, an economy of 
time when the Senate takes up a subject to 
act upon it until they finally dispose of it. 
Mr. ROBERTSON. Lassure my honorable 
| friend from Kentucky that there are several 
| Senators who are absent, or will be absent 








| 
} 
iS Mr. HAMLIN. Let me inquire whether || to-morrow, who would like to vote for the 
BY the Senator from South Carolina can make || amnesty bill, and who wiil be here on Monday | 
that motion? He can make a motion to post- || or Tuesday next. That isthe reason I consent 
pone the pending order; and when the Senate || to the postponement until Monday. 
; shall have affirmatively voted with him to post- | Mr. TRUMBULL. I understand, then, the 
hi pone it, then it will be within the province of || Senator from South Carolina withdraws his 
> the Senate to take up any question. We only || motion to postpone, in order to take up another 
if need an aflirmative vote to postpone, and then || bill, and will now move to postpone the am- 
if any Senator can get the floor aud move to || nesty bill until Monday at one o'clock, and 
take up the apportionment bill, he has a right || make itthe specialorder. Is that the motion ? 
so todo, A motion to postpone and a motion || Mr. ROBERTSON. I will consent to that, | 
to take up do not go together, You cannot || provided there be no objection to making the 
; make them in one motion. || amnesty bill the special order for Monday. 
: Mr. WILSON. Is it in order to move to | Mr. TRUMBULL. Ifthe Senator does not 
postpone the pending question until Monday || make that motion, I make it. 
next at one o'clock, aud make it the special || Mr. SHERMAN. Isuppose it must be done, 
order for that time, with a view to take up the || if at all, by unanimous consent. 
: apportionment bill in the meantime? || Mr. TROMBULL, Let it be done by unan- 
Mr. ANTHONY. What is the pending || imous consent. 
question—the motion to adjourn to Monday? || Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to give notice 
Mr. WILSON. I mean the bill. || that if the Senate is not inclined to dispose of 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pend- || the amnesty bill—and the Senate is evidently 
ing question is the motion that when the Sen- || not disposed to sit it out—other business will 
ate adjourn to-day it be to Monday next. be brought forward. it seems to me that the 
2 Mr. WILSON. I thought that was with- || debate on amnesty has already exhausted 
drawn. itself. Other business will intervene, and there 
Mr. ANTHONY. No, sir. will be a constant struggle for the floor. I 
Mr. WILSON. The amnesty bill is before || think the bill represented by the Senator from 


bs : the Senate. | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion | 


of the Senator from Rhode Island is not with- 


| 
drawn, as | understand. | 


Mr. WILSON. I am told it is not in order | 

for me to make the motion I wished to make. | 

Mr. ROBERTSON. If the Senator had | 

made that motion, 1 would have said “ let this 

bill be made the special order for Monday at | 

one o'clock 

Mr. TRUMBULL, I did not hear the Sen- | 

ator from South Carolina. 

a Mr. SUMNER. Have the amnesty bill made | 
the special order for Monday at one o'clock. 


lilinois ought to be passed to-morrow, but I 
believe that if the amnegty bill is laid aside 
now it will be some time before it will be 
reached again. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If we could, by unaa- 
imous consent, make it the special order for 
one o'clock on Monday, 1 think the Senate 


| would stand by that. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It can be 
made a special order by a two-thirds vote of 
the Senate. The bill now being before the 
Senate, the Senate, by a two thirds vote, can 
make it a special order for Monday next. 





Mr. TRUMBULL. Does anybody object 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Is the Senator from | to that? Ido not hear auy objection. 

+% South Carolina willing to do that, and let am- || Mr. SHERMAN. The effect of it is what 
at nesty go over to Monday at one o'clock? I || I referred to, that it will be crowded aside by 
= think we might as well do it in the temper of || unfinished business, and a special order is of 
i. the Senate, although I am as anxious us he is || no account in the Senate. 


ie! r to dispose of the amnesty bill. If, however, | 
re the Senator from South Carolina will consent | 
to allow the amnesty bill to go over until Mon- 


. . | 
RS day, to be made the special order for one | 
oS) o'clock that day, I will then ask the Senate | 
ae 
eS with it to-morrow, and see if we cannot get 
a: through with it to-morrow. I do not think 


there will be any great debate on the appor- 
tionment bill. 





" Mr. ROBERTSON. I will consent to that | 
a § arrangement. 
Lea Mr. TRUMBULL. Then I hope the Senate, 
me}! by general consent, will let the amnesty bill 
is, be made the special order for Monday at one 
PBs Bs 
Se fo te 
Lat. ON 


| 





Mr. TRUMBULL. I think it is worth 
something. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very little. 

Mr. MORTON. It is very important for 
many considerations that the apportionment 


to take up the apportionment bill and proceed || bill shall be passed within the next three or 


four days. I apprehend that it will require 
more time to pass that bill than the Senator 
from Illinois seems to think will be required. 
The immediate passage of that bill is import- 
ant. There is other business the dispatch of 
which is practically importaut. There is no 
practica! importance in the immediate passage 
of an amnesty bill. Whether it is passed now, 
or ten days, or twenty days hence can make 
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but very little difference. It is a 
sentiment and of ambitiou more than anythi 

else. There is but very little practical jj) « = 
ance in the passage of the amnesty yi 
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matter of 


posed of during the session ; there is 
about that. Whyshould it be so pe 
pressed against everything else, as if jt wae 
more important than everything else to the 
country that the disabilities of men who tea 
been engaged inthe rebellion shall be relieved? 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I consider this bill 
all-important to a great portion of my congtit. 
uents, and there are a great many men down 
there who are now prepared to hold offic 
I have their letters to-day, and I will gay, j¢ 
that be any evidence of their loyalty to th, 
Government, that some of them were elected 
to office by a Radical Legislature. — {h¢;, 
demands are pressing on me to get their dis. 
abilities removed. So it is in the State of 
Mississippi; there are numbers of State off. 
cers who cannot qualify. I call on the Sena. 
tors who are the friends of amnesty to stand by 
the bill. If there be no disposition to adjourn 
over until Monday, let us sit it out to-morrow 
or next day. 

My friend from Ohio intimates that I am 
not disposed to press the bill. [am willing 
to sit it out to-night; I am willing never t 
leave the Senate Chamber until the matter js 
disposed of. If it cannot be agreed on by 
unanimous consent to take up the bill at one 
o’clock on Monday, I ask Senators to git it 
out to-night. But I ask unanimous consent 
that the bill be laid aside until Monday at one 
o’ clock. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not understand 
that there is any objection to granting unan- 
imous consent to make the amnesty bill the 
special order for one o’clock on Monday, and 
to take up the apportionment bill in the mean 
time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senato: 
from South Carolina asks unanimous consent 
that the amnesty bill be postponed and made 
the special order for Monday at one o'clock. 
Is there objection? 

Mr. HILL rose. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Georgia object? 

Mr. HILL. ‘To this extent—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the ques- 
tion is on the motion of the Senator trom 
Rhode Island, that when the Senate adjourns 
to-day it be to Monday next. 

Mr. HILL. 1 do not make objection, but I 
ask leave to make a suggestion by way of 
amendment to the proposition; and that is, 
that the vote shall not be taken until Tuesday, 
because it is known that there will be several 
Senators here on that day who cannot be here 
on Monday. I wish the bill taken up on Mon- 
day, but I do not, as a friend of the bill, desire 
the vote to be taken until Tuesday. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator 
from Georgia does not object to the bill being 
postponed and made the special order for 
Monday at one o'clock, but he desires it 
coupled with the condition that the final vote 
shall not be taken until Tuesday. Is there 
objection to the proposition in that shape? 
[** Nol’? *“*Nol’’] The Chair hears no objec 
tion; and it is therefore ordered that the am- 
nesty bill, with the pending amendment, be 
postponed until Monday next at one o'clock, 
and that the final vote upon the bill shall not 
be taken until Tuesday. . : 

Mr. CONKLING and Mr. TRUMBULL. 
Not before Tuesday ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Not before 
Tuesday. 


PROPOSED ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. TRUMBULL addressed the Chair. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Rhode Island has not yet yielded his 
motion, that when the Senate adjourns to-day 
it adjourn to meet on Monday. 
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gill not press that motion now, but let us_ 
take up the apportionment bill, so that it will | 
be in order at one oO clock to-morrow to pro- | 
od wi t. 
wee ICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- | 
ator from Rhode Island insist on his motion? | 
Mr. ANTHONY. We might as well take 
the vote. , 
Mr. TRUMBULL. ThenI hope the Senate 
will not agree to the motion. ; 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the motion of the Senator from Rhode 
Island, that when the Senate adjourns to-day 
it adjoura to meet on Monday next. 
The motion was not agreed to; there being, 
on a division—ayes 23, noes 25. 
APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Imove that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the apportion- 
ment bill, being House bill No, 248, 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I now move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of execu- 
tive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after nine- 
teen mintites spent in the consideration of 
executive business the doors were reopened, 
and (at four o’clock and thirty-four minutes 
p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 25, 1872. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by Rev. J. P. Newman, D. D., Chaplain of 
the Senate. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved, 

EDUCATIONAL FUND. 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour begins 
at ten minutes past twelve o’clock, and the 
House resumes the consideration of the bill 
(H. R. No. 1048) to establish an educational 
fund, and to apply the proceeds of the public 
lands to the education of the peonie. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. Speaker, the earliest 
American constitution which contains a Dill 
of rights was adopted by Virginia on the 29th 
day of June, 1776. Jt was largely inspired by 
Jefierson, with the fires of the Declaration of 
Independence still burning in heart and brain. 
It contains this sentence: 

“No free Government or the blessings of liberty 


can be preserved to any people but by a frequent 
recurrence to fundamental principles.” 


This sentence is repeated in the constitutions 
of many of the other original States. It was 
copied into that of Massachusetts, by the pen 
of John Adams. Our late wise and venerable 
Chief Justice delighted to quote it. I suppose 
our fathers meant to assert that it was not upon 
the form or mechanism that they were contriv- 
ing, but on the ideas and principles upon which 
it was based, that they depended for the per- 
manence of their work. Possessed by this pro- 
found truth, the Democratic party of the State 
of Connecticut, in the year 1870, in State con- 
vention resolved— 


“That the source of power being inthe people, free 
schools and general education are essential to good 


government and the perpetuation of free institu- 
ions.” 


What prompted this admirable utterance I 
do notknow. Whether it wassincere will per- 
haps be shown by the action of the political 
associates of these gentlemen in relation to 
this measure. Perhaps tiie Connecticut Dem- 
ocrats were led to assert this fundamental prin- 
ciple by the memory of the fact that it was 
to the statesmen of Connecticut largely that 
this country owes the admirable division of || 
power between the nation and the States upon 
which the permanence of our institutions and || 
the liberties of our people so largely depend. || 





the necessities of self-preservation and recon- 
struction have caused an encroachment by the 
General Government on the proper functions 
of the States, to spend a little time in asking 
the favor of the House to a measure calculated 
to secure State rights. 


Our Republic differs from all other forms of | 


civil polity, not only in its object, but also in 
its mechanism. 
was no new thing in history. Lofty and gen- 
erous conceptions of the end of government 
have in almost every age lent a charm to the 
dreams of poets and the theories of philoso- 
phers. But the peculiar division of powers 


between the general and the local authority, | 


which is the distinction, and to foreigners the 
puzzle of the American Constitution, was first 
conceived in the Convention of 1787, and was 
due largely to three or four of the members 
of that body. Men trained in European 
methods of thought find it hard to under- 
stand how there can exist two separate and 
distinct sovereignties, the State and the nation, 


whose jurisdictions cover precisely the same | 
territory, and are distinguished only by the | 


subject-matter over which they extend, and 


yet which no more jostle or jar each other | 


than the light and heat which pass from the 
sun to the planets crowd out the forces of 
gravitation which chain them in their orbits. 
This admirable arrangement combines the 
strength of a great empire with the freedom 
of the smallest democracy. The national 
power which defends, the local self-govern- 
ment which educates the citizen are here com- 
bined. But the sincere friends of State rights 
sometimes forget, the noisy and blatant pre- 
tenders to such friendship cannot understand, 
that as the division between these two func- 
tions is not material or territorial, so the 
security which each has against an infringe- 
ment by the other is moral and not physical. 
In their ordinary routine, the duties of the 
State and the nation never conflict. The lines 
which separate them are distinct and plain to 
be seen. The surest way to prevent them from 
being obliterated is to prevent the recurrence 
of those great State necessities in the pres- 
ence of which the people can afford to neglect 
no means and fail to use no instruments 
which are needful to the public safety. 

If the Democratic party had opposed the 
rebellion, the vast and undefined war powers 
would have slumbered in the Constitution for- 
ever. If the Democratic party had opposed 
murder and outrage on unoffending citizens 
at the South, the legislation of last spring and 
the proclamation of martial law would have 
been unheard of. If the Democratic party 
will honestly lend its aid in promoting educa- 
tion at the South by State instrumentalities, no 
others will be needed or desired. 

How ignorance renders necessary those 
appeals to the central power which have of 


late excited alarm for the powers of the States, | 


the following extract from the remarks of 
Judge Bond, of the United States circuit 
court, to the prisoners just convicted in the 
Ku Klux trials, furnish an impressive lesson: 


** Close of the Ku Klux Trials—Judge Bond’s Charge 
to the Prisoners—Judge Bond thereupon addressed 
the following remarks to the prisoners: 

# You have pleaded guilty to an indictment which 
charges you with conspiring with other men through- 
out this State to intimidate a certain class of voters 
by means of threats, beating, and even killing, 
because that class of citizens were opposed to the 
conspirators in political opinion. We acknowledge 
great perplexity in determining what punishment 
should be meted out to you. 

‘* We have no words strong enough to signify our 
horror at the means employed to carry out the pur- 

yose of the Klans. Ourdifficulty is personal to you. 

ou have, as it appears from your statements to the 
court, been brought up in the most deplorable ignor- 
ance. ) 
you can either read or write, and you have lived in 


||} a community where the evidence seems to establish 
| the fact that the men of prominence and education, 


those who by their superiority in these respects 
establish and control public opinion, were for the 
most part participants in the conspiracy, or 80 much 
in terror of it that you could obtain from them 
neither protection nor advice, had you soughtit.” 


The principle of democracy | 


: ‘ ‘ 7 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I trust the Senator | I desire, while so much fear is expressed that | 
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“There is abundant proof of the nature and char- 
acter of the conspiracy. Evidence of nightly raids 
by bands of disguised men, who brokeinto the houses 
of negroes and dragged them from their beds parents 
and children, and, tying them to trees, unmercifully 
beat them, is exhibited in every case. Murder and 
rape are not unfregquent accompaniments, the story 
of which is too indecent for public mention. The 
persons upon whom these atrocities are committed 
are almost always colored people. Whatever excuse 
is given for a raid, its conclusion was almost always 
accompanied by a rebuke for the former exercise of 


| the suffrage and a warning as to the future exercise 


of the right to vote. But what is quite as appalling 
to the court as the horrible nature of these offenses, 
is the utter absence on your part, and on the part 
of others who have made confession here, of any 
sense of feeling that you have done anything very 
wrong in your confessed participation in outrages 
<a are unexampled outside of the Indian ter- 
ritory. 

‘*“Some of your comrades recite the circumstances 
of a brutal,unprovoked murder, done by themselves, 
with as little apparent abhorrence as they would re- 
late the incidents of a pie-nic, and you yourselves 
speak of the number of blows with a hickory which 
you inflicted at midnight upon the lacerated, bleed- 
ing back of a defenceless woman, without so much 
as a blush or sigh or regret. None of you seem to 
have the slightest idea of or respect for the sacred- 
ness of the human person. Some of you have your- 
selves been beaten by the Klans without feeling a 
smart, but the physical pain. There appears to be 
no wounding of the spirit; no such sense of injury 
to yourself as a man as would be felt by the humblest 
of your fellow-citizens in any other part of the 
United States with which I am acquainted. 

“There the citizen upon whom such outrages were 
perpetrated, stung to madness by the insult to his 
manhood, would be swift to follow the wrong-doer 
to the end of the world to make him atone for it. 
You make excuse for this in your statement to the 
court that you are very ignorant: that the Klans 
would have beaten you and even killed you had you 
refused to join them in their crimes. Some of you 
now particularly before me have actually suffered 
for your refusal before you really united in mem- 
bership with them. The court, in an endeavor to 
recognize some features of humanity in you, has 
considered these facts which you plead as exeuses. 
You have grown upin acountry where slavery existed 
for a long time, and where the whipping-post was a 
standing institution. 

“To see blacks flagelated was no unusual occur- 
rence. The scene often viewed, with its novelty, 
lost its revolting effect. And when it came to be 
understood that the human person was not so 
sacred in the colored man as to secure immunity 
from outrage, it did not take it long to lose its sacred 
character in yourselves, and in all other men who, 
like the colored man, was obliged to labor. It must 
be from this cause that your utter indifference to 
wrongs, which among freemen would stir a fever in 
the blood of age, arises. And then you tell us that 
you differ from many other portions of the country 
in this, that it has always been obligatory upon you, 
and the class to which you belong, to look to per- 
sons of wealth and education for command, and that 
you, in your ignorance, had to follow such persons 
implicitly.” 


Now, Mr. Speaker, the most earnest friends 
of State rights will certainly agree with me that 
nothing can protect the local power against 
the central so much as the promotion ot gen- 
eral education. The more educated and in- 
telligent the people become, the more certain 
are they in the first place to take just views of 
the meaning of the Constitution. The bet: 
ter educated they are, the greater their capa- 
city to grasp the fundamental principles upon 
which the protection of the rights of the States, 
the weaker power, against the nation, the 
stronger power, is in the endto depend. ‘The 
better educated the people, the surer they are 
to see the importance of obeying the general 
rules, of respecting constitutional safeguards, 
and of opposing law and duty against tempo- 
rary inclination accompanied by power. 

Education secures to a State the possession 
of all those forces upon which it must depend 
for the protection of its rights against any 
other power. 

Education means wealth, and equality in its 
distribution. This is one great means of de- 
fense against any encroachments from above. 

Education, the simple capacity to read and 
write, adds twenty-five per cent. to the wages 
of the working classes of a State, and of course 
tends so much to the creation and distribution 
of its wealth. 

Education increases the number of patents, 
index of the mechanical power and ingenuity of 
a State, which, in our history, we know as one 
of the chief sources both of its wealth and of its 
capacity for self-defense. In California, where 
the number of persons who cannot read and 
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of patents taken out during the last year was 
one to every 2,400 persons. In Connecticut, 
where the number who cannot read and write 
is the same, the number of patents during the 
last year bas been one to every 966 persons; 
while in Arkansas, where the number of persons 
who cannot read and write is sixteen to one bun- 
dred, the number of patents taken out is one 


where the number of persons who cannot read 


number of patents taken out during the year 
was one to every 31,291 persons; and the 
tame general principle holds good through the 
whole United States. 

So that education protects State rights, first, 
by increasing wealth, which is power; sec- 
oudly, by distributing wealth, which is general 
power; thirdly, by adding twenty-five per 
cent, to the earnings of the laboring classes, 
which is power and wealth to them; and 
fourthly, by increasing the ingenuity and me- 
chanical power of the State, which is wealth 
and strength. 

Education also stimulates the wants of the 
educated people, and develops and increases 
the activity which supplies them, in that way, 
also, bringing wealth in its train. 

Education promotes in the State understand- 


omy, and so it promotes the understanding of 
the laws by which the State best asserts its 
rights. In a word, education is general brain- 
power, with which, in the contest of political 
forces, universally in the end the victory 
resis. 

Education is also military power. The best- 

educated nations, by the common experience 
j of mankind, are the strongest in war. 
: Education is power of diplomacy, rendering 
the State strongest in defending itself by the 
arts of peace. 

Education is influence over other men, 
which, in the political contests in this coun- 
try, determines the political power. 

On the other hand, ignorance creates weak- 
ness, creates dependence, substitutes blind 
and jealous hatred for self-respect and inde- 
pendence. 

Now, what State valuing its own rights 
F can object to that development within itself 
F of its mental and moral forces, those forces 
which govern the world? The habit of gov- 
erning himself, which grows up in the citi- 
; zen with education, depends on his mental 

and moral power, And the habit of govern- 

ing himself in the citizen brings with it the 

habit of self government of the State of which 

he isa member. The habit of governing him- 

self in the individual also restricts and dimin- 

ishes the functions and the necessity of gov- 

ernment. So far as the people are educated, 

just so far the functions and the necessities 
ba | of government recede and disappear, thus 

+ rendering unnecessary the appeals to the cen- 
tral power which constitute the pretext of its 
interference. 

Why, Mr. Speaker, we have had in this | 
House, within the past week, an instance of an 
appeal by the cualintion and turbulent forces 
as of a State made to the central power, as to 
ig Bos which both parties in this House concurred both | 
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iro). | necessary. Both parties in this House agreed 
South, so eloquently depicted by the gentle- 
mau from Indiana, |Mr. Vooruers,] and the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Beck,] was 
due to the fact that, in reconstructing those 
States, you had based their governments upon 
their ignorance. The criticism was just, in 
- part. You did, Republican statesmen, in 
reconstructing those States, found their gov- 
eruments upon their ignorance. You could 
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to every 37,267 of the inhabitants. In Florida, | 


and write is twenty-three to one hundred, the | 


ing of the laws of trade and of political econ- | 
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that the condition of the governments of the || 


write is only four to the hundred, the number | degrading to both. What we have to say, 





| misrule. 
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however, is not that the event has shown 
that ignorance is fitted to govern the State, 
but only that the event has shown that the 
ignorant slave is less injured and degraded 
by the relation than the educated tyrant. | 
The mistake you made was this: that you 
failed to see that the power to establish gov- 
ernment on the will of the whole people, which 
you asserted, was in the nature of things in- 
separable from the power to require the edu- 
cation of the whole people. And the Repub- 
lican statesmen of the close of the war are 
only to be reproached, in regard to their deal- 
ing with the South, with the tact that this truth 
dawned slowly on their minds, or that they 
failed altogether to see it. You thought if you 
wrote on a paper, ‘‘ Letthe whole people gov- 
ern;’’ you thought if you wrote on parchment, 
‘‘Let the black man vote,’’ and stamped it 
with a seal and put it away in the archives of 
the State Department, and had it proclaimed 
by the President, you had done something. 
But you failed to remember that the Govern- 
ment you had created would be a reproach to 
the principle of democracy itself unless you 
added, ** But when the black man votes he 
shall have secured to him the knowledge how 
to vote.’? You thought in the precedents of 
this Government that the powers of the national 
Government, and the distinction between them 
and the powers of the States, were to be ascer- 
tained by seeing what particular machine had 
been used heretofore in theiraccomplishment, 
and not by looking to see what end has the 
national Government the right to accomplish 
or to guaranty. 

But your offense toward the South is light 
compared with that of your Democratic oppo- 
nents. With what hatred, what bitter and 
relentiess hatred, has the Democratic party 
pursued these unhappy States of the South! 
How has that party sought to fasten upon that 
beautiful and unfortunate section of our land 
everything that degrades mankind! Slavery, 





| poverty, crime, disorder, ignorance, have in 
| turn found in that party efficient and active 
allies. When measures to redress these are pro- 


posed in Congress, Democracy clamors that 
they should be left to the States; when pro- 
posed to the States, it clamors that they should 
be left to counties or localities. In the county 
or locality they are left by that party to the 
Ku Klux Klan, who burn the school-house 
and murder or whip the teacher. Look at 
‘Tennessee to-day, under the rule of that party, 
with a school system in but twenty-two or 
twenty-three out of ninety-one counties, and 
the school system, although adopted by a vote 


of the people, not actually put in force in all 


those. In that State, Mr. Speaker—l have it 
from the most trustworthy information—there 
can be found county after county in which 
there bas not been a child at school for twelve 
months, and will not be a child at school for 
twelve months to come. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] 
the other day spoke eloquently and reproach- 
fully of the debt which he said had been piled 
up in the southern States under Republican 
It is doubtless a great wrong waste- 
fully to impose a burden of debt on the ener- 


\ | par’ | gies of a State, but how trifling compaged 
in lamenting it and in conceding that it was || 


with crushing out the intellect of a people by 
ignorance. I think I could refer that gentle- 
man to a State where the Democratic rule has 
been uninterrupted for years. Throughout all 
the period of the war, throughout all the 
period of reconstruction, the Democratic rule 
in Kentucky has been undisturbed. Now, in 
Kentucky there is a white native population 
of 1,035,000. Of these there are, over ten 
_— of age, 724,742; and of that number— 

speak now of the white native population, 
not the colored—there cannot read or write 
193,846—native whites over the age of ten 


years. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, in taking the census they 


tyranny of one class over another is bad and || take the statement of the man inquired of 
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whether he can read and write. 
number of instances the pride of th 
person leads toa false answer. In al| instan 

' . AT Lustances 
a person who can barely write his name ¢ 
recognize a few characters makes the clai . 
It is a well-settled fact in edueational statistics 
never disputed, that at least thirty per cont. 
should be added to that census number to pet 
at the actual number of those who are prac 
cally illiterate for all purposes of acquirin 
information by reading, or using writing ioe 
means of communicating with others, Addin 
that thirty per cent. you have 251,999—more 
than one third of the entire white native popn. 
lation of Kentucky, who are practically jjlit. 
erate. 

Mr. BECK. Where does the gentleman get 
his information ? 

Mr. HOAR. From the census. 

Mr. BECK. The census, taken by fellows 
who tried to make the showing as bad as pos. 
sible! And let me tell the gentleman that 
nearly every one of those men who cannot 
read or write, understands and practices the 
Constitution better than the gentleman himself, 

Mr. HOAR. = If that be true, what admira. 
ble citizens they will make if they are only 
educated. Now, Mr. Speaker, that State has 
turned out of office, within a year,’ its Demo- 
cratic superintendent of schools, simply be- 
cause his heart was too great for his Demoe. 
racy, and he urged measures of relief; that 
State makes no provision at all for the 
education of its colored youth; and yet gen- 
tlemen come here and talk about a few million 
dollars of debt, while at the same time 
they advocate a policy which crushes to the 
earth in ignorance, and which means to keep 
crushed to the earth under the feet of a few 
powerful and ambitious white men, this mass 
of American souls. 

Mr. Speaker, education is the great means 
of preserving State rights, because it secures 
also vitality throughout the entire body of 
members of the community. An ignorant 
nation will have its brain educated at the 
center ; and the center of power will be also 
the center of intelligence and the center of 
life. An educated nation has the intelligence, 
the power, the nerve, pervading and perme- 
ating the whole, extending to the entire ex- 
tremities. 

Universal education, too, more than all other 
agencies, produces the habit of exercising 
olitical functions in large numbers of men. 

"he citizen who understands the history, the 
politics, the interests of the State, honorably 
aspires to take his share in turn in its adminis- 
tration; and you have in every State where 
the people are universally educated large num- 
bers of persons fit for and aspiring to hold 
political office. Now, what is the effect of 
that? Why, in every State where that exists 
you have one hundred men exercising State 
for every one that exercises national fune- 
tions, City officers, county officers, school 
district officers, members and officers of the 
State Legislature, outnumber as one hundred 
to one the national officers; that is, persons 
charged with national political power. What 
is the result? You have these men close to 
the people, carrying on their political fune- 
tions among the people, constantly in contact 
with them, seeking all the time to promote 
the dignity, the importance, and the power ol 
the State oflices which they hold against men 
removed from the people here in Washington 
at a distance seeking the dignity and import- 
ance of the national office. Under a system 
of universal education all the powers and forces 
are centrifugal and not centripetal. 

Now, I ask the consideration of members 
on both sides of the House whether in the im- 
mediate future, in the disturbed and angry 
period which possibly may be upon us, they 
prefer to trust to constitutional restraint to 
protect the rights of their States which they 
value, or whether they will trast the protec 
tion of those rights to the powers which educa: 
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: IF 
tion plants in the heart, in the brain, in the | value of American territory. Now, sir, as we || for immediate action. The grand aggregate illit- 
/ are from time to time disposing of these vast 


“4 of the entire people. 

a OR I have chedied from youth up 
this admirable division of powers between the 
States and the nation. I have had some per- 
sonal reasons to inform myself of the history 
of its introduction, and to be proud of the || 
statesmen to whom, by the declaration of one || 
of the ablest of soutbern statesmen, that feature | 
of our Constitution 1s largely due I declare | 
with a clear conscience that I believe the sup- 
ort of a system of free, universal education, 
ct the Democratic party of this House, and 
by their influence in the States which they 
control in the country, would remove forever | 
andat once all possibility of the encroachments 

of the national Government which they pre- | 
tend to fear. If your constituents understand 
their rights, if they have the education which 
enables them to explain and assert them, if 
they have the wealth of inventive power, the 
power of earning large wages which education 
brings, the strength in war, the wealth in 
peace, the power over the reason of other men; 
if they have the habit of wielding State pow- 
ers which knowledge brings, are you afraid 
that any central power wielded five hundred 
or one thousand miles away will ever deprive | 
these men of their cherished rights? 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this bill seeks this end, 
avoiding carefully all exercise of power which 
may seem to any person at all questionable. 
The principle upon which it is based has been | 
eloquently stated by the able gentleman from | 
Mississippi, [Mr. Perce, ] the chairman of the | 
Committee on Edueation and Labor, and | || 
only repeat this idea, which is his, in order || 
that my own statement of the bill may be com- 
plete. It is based upon this principle, deeply 
seated in the hearts of the American people, 
that the public lands of the nation are the pat- 
rimony of the people. Every laboring man 
who looks anxiously forward to the tuture, 
who thinks what the future has in store for | 
himself or his children, comforts himself with 
the knowledge that there is in the West, in 
the Northwest, with stimulant climate and | 
fertile soil, with infinite coal and iron below, 
and infinite corn-fields above, a vast region 
where his children and his children’s children 
may have for themselves a home and a free- 
hold. These two ideas are inseparably asso- | 
ciated: the dignity of American labor, and the || 









| of the people will be frittered away. They are 


| INeasure 


lands, there is danger that this vast patrimony 


not wasted, of course, when they go for the 
homestead of the settler. We propose that the 
proceeds of those lands shall be, in the lan- 
guage of the first section of the bill, forever 
consecrated to the education of the people. 
When long after those lands are covered with 
wealthy, populous, free, intelligent States, this 
fund, which your wisdom has set apart for that 
purpose, will be increasing and growing—a 
fountain of perpetual wealth and a fountain 
of perpetual liberty to your children. 

That is the principle of the bill, and it is in 
the line of the precedents. This very policy | 
was recommended by the first three Presidents 
of the United States—Washington, Adams, 
and Jefferson. When Virginia ceded, in 1787, 
to the Government of the nation her vast ter- 
ritories of the Northwest, she did it upon this 
condition: ‘‘Schools’’—and this is the con- 
dition on which you hold the lands—*‘ schools 
and the means of education shall be forever 
encouraged.’’ So this bill but seeks to aflirm 
the general policy, the policy declared by the 
fathers of Democracy, in Virginia, and recom- 
mended by the first three Presidents. I'rom 
1803, in the time of Jefferson, by more than 
thirty different acts, grants of the public lands 
have been made to the States, through every 
President from Jefferson to Johnson, for the 
purposes of education, aud always on condi 
tions no stricter than those imposed by this bill. 


| bill adopted 


It was said by the gentleman from Pennsyl- || 


vania[ Mr. RANDALL] yesterday that this was 
an immature bill. Mr. Speaker, in framing 
this bill the superintendents of education in 
nearly every State in the Union, L think, 
were consulted, ‘he able agent of the Pea- 
body fund, Dr. Sears, the highest authority | 
on this special question who can be found in 
this country, having been consulted, in a letter 
to me, after giving his opinion in regard to the |}! 
details, says to me: ‘* The bill is a most ad- 
mirable one.’’ No measure has come, no 
“an come before this House, which 
has been a subject of more careful, anxious, 
conscientious study, than the biil which is now 
under consideration. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I wish to spend a little 
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aggregate population was 14,000,000, 
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eracy of this country is 5,660,000 persons over 
the age of ten years who are unable to read 


and write, and this is to be compared with the 


population, you will recollect, over ten years 
of age, which is about 27,000,000; so that out 
of 27,000,000 of people in this country, over 
ten years of age, 5,660,000, according to the 


census, are illiterate. And adding to that thirty 


| per cent., for the reason | have before stated, 


there are out of 27,000,000 of a population, 
over ten years of age, 7,358,096 who were, for 


/all purposes of acquiring or soueneerns 


information, without the capacity either to rea 
or write—more than a quarter of the entire 
number. 

And, Mr. Speaker, when you see where that 
illiteracy is found heaped up, you will be still 
more impressed with the immense political 
importance of this question. In the States 
known as the South, the old slaveholding 
States and the District of Columbia, the 
They 
are to elect, according to the apportionment 
by this House, one hundred 
and two Representatives and thirty Senators. 
Their illiterates over ten years of age are as 
follows: native, 4,117,580; foreign, 72,383; 
making a total of 4,189,972. And the prospect 
for the future is even darker than the condition 
of the present. Ot those between ten and fif- 
teen years old, there are 920,432; and between 
fifleen and twenty-one years of age, 777,712. 
So that of the 2,000,000 ignorant persons in 
this country, between ten and twenty-one years 
of age, this vast number (1,700,000) is in the 
southern division, and is almost wholly native 
born. From the whole total, deducting thirty 
per cent. for those under ten years old, the 
population of the southern States above ten 
years old was 9,806,521. The total illiteraey 
over ten years of age was 4,189,972. ‘To that 
should be added thirty per cent., making 
5,446,963 persons. So that of 9,800,000 in this 
section of the country there are 5,400,000, or 


| more than half, practically illiterate, electing 


in this Government, as | said before, thirty- 


| two Senators and one hundred and two Rep- 


| resentatives ; 


and that is a growing and 
increasing evil. 

I add some comparative statements of the 
condition of some of the States as shown by 


time in pointing out to the House the necessity || the last census : 


7 








| ; j | 

: ee : ry: cv Illiterate | Illiterate rhs bait says 

Population, | Nativeillit-| Foreign White native| Colored | : a : ; | White native Total illiter- | 

States. 1870. erate. illiterate. illiterate, illiterate. | Yo _ | inte — | population, ate minors. | 

| | | 0 lo. | v tO 4l. | 

| | | | | } | 

Massachusetts......... Saseatehan 1,457,351 7,912 | 89,830 5746 | 268 | 4,418 || 7,630 1,090,843 12,048 | 

New Hampshire ........000+ cesses 318,300 1,992 7,934 1897 | 9% | 840 | 1,430 288,117 2,270 | 

I neh cecia 125,015 20,631 2,469 8.811 11,820 | 3,663 | 3,435 93,101 7,008 

Seer aesss 780,894 126,907 8,502 33,200 | 88.708 21,572 21,452 - 43,024 | 
North Carolina.................. 1,071,361 | 397,573 117 191,844 208,032 145.443 | 76.716 . 229,159 
South Carolina... .......++s00 705,606 289,726 653 54,514 | 235,164 54.479 |, 56,707 - 111,186 
PMI clecastranc paisanuesgian teongs 187,748 71,235 568 18,336 52,894 2,786 16 - 27,464 
eS ORES, 1,321,011 824,945 7,231 193,846 131,050 | 82,72 51,686 1,035,346 | 144,410 

UMMM poise sasndcvasnsaguntectoveds 996,992 352,142 870 91,189 | 290,898 | 71,236 | 73,930 - 145,166 | 

TOMMeC8CCs.cocccecorcceeoncececoresces 1,258,520 362,955 1,742 176,985 | 185,941 | 70.510 | 63,445 . | 138,956 

Mississippi ..............ccesoseseeses 827,922 312,483 827 47,201 264,723 | 61,37! 60,237 - | 121,615 | 
New Mexico .......... 91,874 49.311 2,909 48,224 | 116 9,432 | 9,708 - 19,140 
Det as ki cniccascshs tasccccdeseccd 1,184,109 467,503 1,090 123,845 | 343,641 101,114 | 92,120 - | 193,234 

\ 
= a a — —E — ———EEee —> _ — — 





Some gentleman at the last session of Con- 
gress—I think it was the gentleman from Del- 
aware, [ Mr. Breas, ] orit may have been the gen- 
leman from Illinois [Mr. McNrety]—called 
attention to the fact that the State of Massa- 
chusetts contained 97,000 illiterate persons ; 


illiterate persons all but 7,912 are foreiguers, 
and of those 7,912 natives, 2,200 were col- 
ored persons who have come on there from the | 
South ; making the white native population of | 
Massachusetts, out of a population of nearly 
1,500,000, only 5,746. 

ow, if you will allow of those the persons 
who are the children of foreign parents, who 
are born on American soil, many of whom 
move in from other States, it is not too much | 
to say~-and that is true of other New England | 
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| Massachusetts had increased between 








States—that illiteracy among the children of | 
native parents is there practically unknown. | 

Mr. McNEELY. The statement which | | 
made last year, and to which the gentleman | 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] has referred, | 
was that the illiteracy of native whites in 
1850 
and 1860, ‘The statement was made before the 
census of 1870 was published. 

Mr. HOAR. The present census distin- 
guishes carefully between the native and for- 
eign and between the white and colored, and 
it shows the result I have stated; and still in 
Massachusetts we appropriate to-day for the 
needs of the future twenty dollars for every 
child of school-age. Now, in the State of 
Delaware, out of a population of 125,000, 
there are 8,811 white native illiterates; in 


] 


the States of Kentucky, North Carolina, and 
some others, a still larger proportion, 

Now, I say this not by way of boasting, not 
by way of taunt atall. I do not wish to stand 
up here and say that in any other American 
State there is either ignorance or vice or any- 
thing else which degrades mankind. I feel, 
as an American, an interest in my whole coun- 
try, and all that I desire to do is to ask those 
gentlemen whose States, perhaps from no- 
body’s fault, are unfortunately in this condi- 
tion now—ail those persons having the right 
to vote and take part in the government of 
the State and of the country in the future—to 
look these facts in the face, which perhaps 
they themselves have not considered, and to 
join in this attempt in some measure and some 
degree to remedy that evil. 
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In the Territories, where new States are 


growing up, the condition of things is most 
alarming. Of the number under the exclo- 
sive control of Congress, bemg 819,452, only 


42.559 arein school. In New Mexico, in 1856, | 


on the question of adopting a law for establish- 
ing school systems, the vote stood 37 for. to 5,016 
against. The population is now 93,874, and 
there is not a public school in the Territory. 

It is expected the net proceeds of the lands 
will not fall far short of $1,000,000 per annum. 
Now, this may be considered to be a little 
matier, but the experience of all education 
shows that a very slight external stimulus 
held out tothe people will stimulate them to 
large efforts of their own. The school funds 
in many of the States have been trifling, but 
they have stimulated and built up education. 
The Peabody tund, distributing but $100,000 


® year in the different States, has stimulated | 


the raising of $500,000 of private voluntary 
effort, in consequence of the stimulus which 
that fund held out. 

Now, for myself, if I could see this measure 
or some better one adopted, and see it secure, 
through the entire limits of my country, edu- 
cation to the whole people, I for one would 
be contented, not only to go into obscurity, as 
I shall soon do, but | would be contented that 
the wand of power might be held by my politi- 
cal opponents for a century. With that one 
safeguard, every other is needless; without that 
one safeguard, every other is useless and impo- 
tent. Upon the fate of the common echools 
hangs the fate of America. No democracy 
ever lasted long, no republic was ever built up 
strong from the foundation, no republic ever 
Jaid its foundations below the frosts, that did 
not dig down to the hard-pan, to the rock, to 
the granite of universal public education. I 
would write over the doors, not of the college, 
not of the cathedral or the academy, but over 
the doors of the common school house, Hac 
claustra cum patria stantque caduntque simul. 
So long as live these schools America shall 
live; and they shall perish together. 
learning of the few is despotism; the learning 
of the multitade is liberty; and intelligent 
and principled liberty is fame, wealth, wisdom, 
and power.”’ 

Mr. BURCHARD. In my judgment, no 
more imporsnt question is presented to Con- 
gress than the one now before the House. 

wolicy proposed by this bill is one not only 
Renciiosat in its present operation, but in the 
far-reaching future. It proposes to dispose of, 
for all time, the proceeds of the public lands 
for educational purposes. We have heretofore 
made large grants of the public lands for in- 
ternal improvements, for colleges, and for agri- 
cultural schools. It is proposed now to devote 
the proceeds of the public lands as a fund for 
education, and the maintenance of free schools 
throughout the United States. 

The two questions which we have to con- 
siderare, have we the constitutional power, and 
is itexpedient for us to do this? I propose in the 
few minutes left of the morning hour to address 
myself to those questions, because I have not 
time to consider any others. 

The power to dispose of the public lands by 
the Congress of the United States, I do not 
suppose will be questioned by anyone. There 
ian explicit grant of power. In the third sec- 
tion of the fourth article of the Constitution of 
the United States Congress is expressly empow- 
ered to dispose of and make all needful rales 
and regulations respeciing the territory and 
other property belonging to the United States. 


Under that or some other section of the Con- | 


stitution we have already disposed of one third 
ofthe publicdomain. ‘The title to six hundred 
million acres, or nearly that amount, has been 
conveyed away, for only one hundred and sixry 


million acres of which have we received an 


equivalent. Three fourths of the amount dis 
posed of have been granted either in aid of 


internal improvements, or for bounties to sol- || 











“The | 


The | 
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| 
| sen and the establishment of schools and | 
|| universities, and agricultural colleges. Mr. | 
|| Speaker, it seems to me that the constitution- | 


ality of the proposed disposition of the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands for educational 


|| purposes must be conceded, and unless some 


specific point be made that we have no con- 
stitutional power, I do not propose to ad- 
dress myself further to that question. The 
letter of the instrument itself, and the unques- 
tioned legislation of Congress since the organ- 
ization ot the Government, in disposing of the 
public domain, are suflicient warrant for our 
action. , 

Butis it expedient? What better use can be 
made of the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lie lands than to appropriate them sacredly, 
or, in the language of this bill, ** consecrate ’’ 
them, if legislation can do this, for the pur- 
poses of education? It is proposed to aid 
those States and school districts that are will- 
ing to use the amount contributed in the main- 
tenance of free common schools. It is a plan 
already tried and approved, under which free 
schools have been permanently established in 
many of the northern States—in Massachusetts, 
in Illinois, in Wisconsin, and in other States— 
where a general State tax was imposed upon 
the people of the State, and the proceeds of 
that tax donated, or apportioned, rather, to 


| such schools as should be kept up for three 


or six months. ‘That is the system by which 
free schoolsw ere established in southern L[lli- 
nois and in northern I|linois, where the free- 
school system did not prevail prior to 1856. 


I have one objection to the bill; it does | 


not go far enough in its immediate benefits. 


Instead of creating an educational fund with | 


one half, and appropriating annually the in- 
terest on the other half of the proceeds of 
the sale of the public lands, the bill ought to 
appropriate for immediate use in each year 
the whole amount of the net proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands for each preced- 
ing year. ‘The sales of the public lands 
have from year to year averaged some two or 
two and a half million dollars, the expenses 
being nearly half a million. The amount 
each year to be apportioned will be only 
$2,000,000. Illinois, with two million five hun- 
dred thousand inbabitants, would receive one 
sixteenth of the amount, ($125,000,) which, 
apportioned to its eleven thousand school dis- 


tricts, would give to each less than twelve | 


dollars apiece. A State like Tennessee, for 
instance, will receive less than one hundred 
thousand dollars, if the whole proceeds are 
annually appropriated. If this amount is 
apportioned to each school district that main- 
tains a free school for three months, the aid 
to each from the General Government would 
not equal twelve dollars a year, and would not 
suffice to hire a teacher tor four weeks. If 
half of the amount derived from the sale of 
the public lands and the interest on the 
remainder only is annually appropriated, the 
amount contributed by the General Govern- 
ment would only supply a teacher for two 
weeks in the course of the year. In Illinois 
the average annual expenditure in each school 
district is $600 per year, and it is higher in 
Massachusetts. 

The ratio of contribution under this bill to 
the necessary expenditures is too small. The 
amount, therefore, which we propose to appro- 
priate, it seems to me, is hardly sufficient if 
we restrict the donation to one half of the 
amount of the sales of the public land. A 
district would not be induced to make the 
necessary expenditure for school-houses and 


balance of teachers’ salary, amounting to | 
_ from one hundred to several hundred dollars, | 
_ to gain six dollars, while double that amount | 


might be deemed a consideration. 


Then, 


| again, we need that amount immediately. It 


is needed to help establish our schools, rather 
than continue those already in existence. 
In no State where free schools have once beer 


diers, or for the purpose of promoting educa. |, established is there danger that the system will 





| would any legislator dare to ris 
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be overturned. In Massachusetts, for instance 
€ and insis, 
I ask my 


rme with 


upon repealing the school law? 
colleagues from Illinois, who hono 
their attention, if they would consent to t] 

repeal of the school law of that State, sg 
there is a school system which will com e 
with any school system in any country jn 4) 

world? Let the southern States, which om 
now without free schools or a free-schoo| a 
tem, once have that system fully established 
and no legislator there will rise and move . 
repeal the provision. Let us, then, appropriate 
for this purpose all of this fund as fast 4, 
received. 

I hope that the gentleman who has cha 
of this bill, before he moves the previous q 
tion, will withdraw the motion to recom 
and submit it to the House for full cons} 
ation in all its details. 

I cannot believe that the Democratic party 
or the gentlemen in this House who beloyy 
to the Democratic party are opposed to a })'| 
to promote education. The gentleman frog 
Indiana who addressed the House the othe; 
day, in characterizing the state of society q 
the South, said that the Republican party had 
made the mistake of placing the pyramid of 
government there upon its apex rather than 
upon its base. The defect of the reconstruc. 
tion law may be that it was based upon uni. 
versal instead of intelligent suffrage. It jg 
not proposed, and it is too late to change o; 
restrict the elective franchise. What, then, 
inthis respect shal wedo? If we have placed 
the pyramid upon its apex, let us fill under, 
widen, and support it as it stands, rather than, 
attempting to reverse and overturn the pyra- 
mid, overwhelm ourselves and all concerned 
in irretrievable ruin. This can be done by 
diffusing education through the South, and 
by passing such measures as will give a system 
of free education to all the people of the 
southern States. 

There are some of the details of this bill 
which [ would prefer to have moditied. [ 
introduced during the first session of this Con- 
gress a bill similar to one [ had presented ina 
previous Congress, differing from this princi: 
pally in the fact that it proposed to appropriate 


are 


rye 
IPs: 
mit, 
der. 


| from year to year for educational purposes the 


annual proceeds of the sale of public lands. 
There are some points presented by this bill 
which perhaps some gentleman might desire 
to have discussed in Committee of the Whole. 
For instance, some members from the new 
States, those that have lately been Territories, 
believe that the provisions of this bill may 
operate to deprive a new State of the five per 
cent. of the proceeds of the public lands 
within the State always granted to it upon its 
admission for educational purposes. 1 do not 
think this bill would conflict with that provis- 
ion, but I would like to have the question more 
fully discussed. 

[flere the bammer fell. ] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Olio, 
{[Mr. GarFie.p,] chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations, claims the floor, and the 
morning hour has expired. 


ESTIMATES OF DEFICIENCIES. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, reported back 


from the Committee on Appropriations a com: 
munication from the Secre!ary of the Treasury, 
transmitting letters from the Secretary of War, 
Quartermaster General, and others, with est 
mates of deficiencies ; which was ordered to 
be printed and recommitted. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I yield to the 
entleman from Vermont [Mr. Po.anp] that 
@ may present a report. 


SOUTH CAROLINA AND KENTUCKY. 


Mr. POLAND. The joint Committee on the 
Condition of the Late Insurrectionary States, 
to whom were referred a resolution offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Beck. | 
calling upon the Presideot for information 1" 
reference to the State of South Carolina, and 
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Mr. MAYNARD. Supposea joint commit 


tee consists of two members from one House || nays not having been taken. 


also & resolution offered by the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Srevenson,] calling for informa- 
tion in reference to the State of Kentucky, 
have had the same under consideration, and 
have directed me to report a resolution as a 
substitute for both. 

Mr. BECK. 1| desi 
g parliamentary inquiry. 
tions now 1 
tions. Now I desire to inquire whether or not 
jt is proper for a joint committee of the two 
Houses to offer a substitute varying altogether 
a resolution sent to them, and have it received 
asa report, when in fact a majority of the 


Both these resolu- 


members of this House on the committee were || 


opposed to it; in other words, whether a joint 
committee can send a House resolution back 
to us by the votes of Senators? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to ap- 
prehend clearly the point made by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky. Is it that a majority 


of the members of this joint committee who | 


are members of the House are opposed to 
this report ? 

Mr. BECK. Opposed to the substitute. 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. The record of the com- 
mittee shows that. 

The SPEAKER. That raises a question 
which isa very important one in legislation, as 
to the proper mode of voting in joint com- 
miitees. 

Mr.COX. Iwasabout to make a suggestion 
on that point. As the House knows, on joint 
committees, constituted of course of members 
of both Houses, there are generally a smaller 
number on the part of the Senate, and a larger 
number on the part of the House—— 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will rule upon 
the point. 

Mr. BECK. I merely wish to submit the 
inquiry, as the question may come up hereafter. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules distinctly 
that in a joint committtee the members of one 
branch camnot, by numbers, force upon the 
members of the other branch a report. Other- 
wise, the power of one branch would be entirely 
subordinated to that of the other. As the gen- 
tleman from New York was about to remark, 
joint committees, as usually constituted, em- 
brace a larger number of members from this 
House (it being the more numerous body) than 
from the Sena:e. On any other principle than 
that which the Chair has just stated, the smaller 
number from the Senate might at any time 
be outnumbered by the votes of the members 
of the House. ‘The Chair rules that where 
there is no special rule te the contrary (such 


a rule does exist in certain State Legislatures) || 


it is necessary that in a joint committee the 


members of each branch should vote sepa- | 


rately, and that the vote of the committee 
should be concurrent. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, it seems to me 
that it is impossible for one branch to instruct 
a joint committee. That must be done by the 
joint action of the two Houses. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair will inform the 
gentleman that the resolution in this case was 
not aresolution of instruction. Ithas not been 
against the practice for either House, acting 


separately, to refer a matter to a joint com- | 


mittee; it has been the habit in both branches 
to make references in that way, although the 
Chair would perhaps agree with the gentleman 
from Massachusetts that even a reference to 
& Joint committee is irregular, unless both 
branches join in the reference. It would be 
decidedly beyond the power of either branch 
to instruct; but a simple reference by one 
branch without the concurrence of the other 
has been allowed, because, as members are 
aware, a mere reference does not involve any- 
thing very imporiant. But as to action ina 
Joint committee, (if that be the point raised 
by the gentleman from Kentucky,) the Chair 
has uo hesitation in ruling that it must be by 
& concurrent vote, and not by a mere inajority 
of the whole committee. 


I desire at this point to make | 


reported upon were House resolu- | 
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| an entire branch. 


| called. 
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and one from the other, would it be within the || 
power of that one member to veto all action || 


that might be taken by the other two? 
The SPEAKER. 


supposes does not affect the question. It is 


| for each branch to say how many members 
it will have on a joint committee; and that 


number, whether one or more, represents the 
body appointing it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Then the one member 
could neutralize the action of the other two? 

The SPEAKER. Asa matter of course he 
could, subject, however, to review by the two 
branches. 

Mr. POLAND. I think the House may 
labor under a misapprehension from what the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] has 
said. If it be proper for me to state what took 
place in the committee in reference to this mat- 
ter I will do so, and it will relieve this from 
all difficulty. 

Mr. BECK. There can be no objection. 

The SPEAKER. On the question of fact 
the Chair has no knowledge. 

Mr. COX. There is no objection to stating 
the facts before the committee by any member 
of the committee. 

Mr. POLAND. In the committee this sub- 
stitute, or something like it, was offered for 
Mr. Beck’s resolution by Mr. Stevenson, of 


| the committee, and the majority of the com- 


mittee voted to make this substitution. The 


| yeas and nays were called on that motion, 


but precisely what were the yeas and nays | 
am not able to state. 

Mr. BECK. I have the record of the clerk. 

Mr. POLAND. After having adopted this 
substitute, various motions to amend it were 
made, upon which the yeas and nays were 
But after it was amended in various 
particulars by votes taken by yeas and nays it 
was adopted without division, without calling 


| the yeas and nays, and | was, by unanimous 
| vote of that committee, directed to make this 
| report to the House. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will advise the 
gentleman from Vermont that wherever there 
is a dispute between two members of a com- 
mittee as to whether it be the report of the 
committee, that is submitted to the House, and 
the question will be, will the House regard 
this as the report of the committee? 

Mr. POLAND. I apprehend there will be 
no controversy in reference to the fact being 
as I state it: that although there were several 
votes taken by yeas and nays, (and whether on 
those votes there was a majority of the members 
of the House voting for them, Iam not able to 


| state,) the vote was unanimous directing me 
|| to make this report. 


Mr. BECK. 
the other votes. 

Mr. POLAND. On the final vote directing 
me to report this resolution to the House, the 
yeas and nays were not taken. It was the 
unanimous vote of the committee. [apprehend 
there will be no controversy in relation to that. 
Whatever may be the fact in reverence to any 
preliminary vote is a matter of noimportance, 
vecause the committee, members of both 
Houses being present, unanimously instructed 
me to report this resolution. 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. There was a vote on 
the substitution. 


Mr. POLAND. 


There was not a majority on 


I have already stated, on 


That one member, the | 
| Chair reminds the gentleman, would represent 
The case the gentleman | 
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| House, the vote was unanimous, the yeas and 


Mr. DAWES. How does this question 
come before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 
whenever a report is made, if a member of a 
committee objects to its being received as the 
report of the committee he has the right to 
make that objection. The Chair understands 
the gentleman from Kentucky to object to this 


being the legitimate report of the committee, 


| inquiry. 








the substitution of this resolution, or some- 


thing like it, in place of that offered by the 


gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Becx,] the 


yeas and nays were taken. Precisely what 
state. Having adopted this substitute after 
various amendments on motion of various 
members of the committee, on the final vote 
instructing me to report this resolution to the 


| 
1 


| ticularly to tbis report. 
the vote was on that question I am not able to | 


Mr. DAWES. That does not reach my 
Can any member of a committee in 
that way produce the proceedings of a com- 
mittee before the House against the standing 
rule of the House? 

The SPEAKER. A member has the right 
to make the point that the report is not the 
report of the committee, and the Chair must 
submit the question to the House. It is a 
question which the rules do not allow the 
Chair to decide. 

Mr. DAWES. Are we to countenance the 
idea here that at any time the proceedings of 
the committee-room can be produced here 
upon the call of any member? 

The SPEAKER. Where there is no point 
made as to the legitimacy of the report it is 
contrary to parliamentary law to obtrude any- 
thing from the committee-room betore the 
House; but if there be a dispute between two 
members as to what is the report of a commit- 
tee, it is a question for the House to decide 
which is correct, and in order to do so it is 
necessary to know the proceedings before the 
committee. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
given. 

The SPEAKER. It does not require unan- 
imous consent; it is a right. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to make a statement 
to the House, in the correctness of which I 
think the chairman of the committee wiil 
concur. When the question was taken in com- 
mittee on reporting to the House the resolution 
of the gentleman trom Ohio [Mr. Stevenson } 
as a substitute for that offered in the House 
by myself, the yeas and nays were called, and 
being taken, the yeas were 8 and the nays 
6; they were so recorded by the clerk. Four 


Unanimous consent was 


| members of the House and four of the Senate 


voted to authorize the substitution. Five mem- 
bers of the House and one member of the 
Senate opposed it. ‘The substitute was there- 
fore lost, if the votes of members of the House 
had the right to control it. In the substitute 
there was a provision for an inquiry as to the 
State of Kentucky. 1 moved to strike that 
out. Five members of the House voted to 


| strike that out, four to keep itin. An amend- 


ment was made to add the State of Indiana, 
and for an inquiry into her troubles. Four 
members of the House voted against inserting 
that amendment, and five voted to insert it; and 
it was kept out by the votes of Senators. Then 
amendments were putin extending the inquiry 
over Louisiana and elsewhere, as I thought, 
going away from the object for which the com- 
mittee was instituted. When the question on 


| the adoption and reporting of the substitute 


was taken, I, for one, voted against it, aud 


| one Senator, [ know, did so. 


I therefore made the point of order, desiring 
to know what the powers of the members 
of the other House, particularly in joint com- 
mittees, are—notso much, to bring up this case 
as to determine what our rights are in ali mat- 
ters that may come up hereafier; for we may 
have very important questions of this kind 
before we get through. I make the point of 
order on this really to settle the prac ice for 
our future guidance, rather than to object par- 
It is pertectly certain 
that the substitute now reported by the chair- 
man was lost, so far as the votes of members 
were concerned, and all proceedings subse- 
quent to its substitution for my resolution were 
void if Senators had no right to determine or 
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; 
control the matter, for it never could have been 
considered but for their votes, and mine would 
now be the resolution to be laid by the com- 
mittee before the House. 

Mr. POLAND. I will not attempt to con- 
trovert what the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Beck] has stated in relation to any of 
these preliminary votes. Whether what he 
said is correct, | do not know. I apprehend 
it is entirely immaterial. On the final vote, 
instructing me to make this report to the 
House, there was no division. The yeas and 
nays were not counted, and therefore it is to 
be considered that the unanimous consent of 
the committee, both of the members of the 
House and of the members of the Senate, was 
given that this report should bemade. There- 
fore, whatever may have been the preliminary | 
votes is a matter of no account. 

The SPEAKER. On that point the Chair 
would agree with the gentleman from Ver- 
mont, [Mr. Po.anp;] but there being a dis- 
pute whether the report offered is that of the 
committce, the question must be submitted to | 
the House. 

Mr. BECK. Perhaps it may be submitted 
with this statement: that after the additions 
were made out in the way I have stated, when 
the last vote was taken, putting them all in, a | 
majority of the House members voted to report 
the resolution. | believe I was the only mem- | 
ber of the House voting against it. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman from 
Kentucky must see at once that the Chair, 
under no rule, could take cognizance of the 
preliminary votes. A somewhat analogous 
case comes up in the House where a two-thirds | 
vote is required to pass an amendment; but 
all preliminary steps may be taken by a major- 
ity. The preliminary vote is not taken into 
account in settlingthe question. The point is, 
what was the vote authorizing the committee 
to report? 

Mr. BECK. [ am under the impression 
that the yeas and nays were’ called. I voted 
against it myself, 

The SPEAKER. In that state of facts, the 
Chair must rule that there is no question but | 
the report before the House. 

Mr. COX. L-rise toa point of order. By 
the original constitution of the committee it 
had reterence to States then in insurrection 
only. We were not authorized by the proceed- 
ings of this House in raising the joint com- 





mittee to include the State of Kentucky, either || 


by our action in the committee or by our action 
here. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s point | 
of ‘order might have been good had this reso- | 
lution not been subsequently referred; but | 
the reference having been made by the House, 
the gentleman cannot take the point of order 





Mr. VAN TRUMP. Iam perfectly satisfied 
that the ruling of the Speaker upon the pres- 
ent aspect of the case is right, but I suppose | 
that if it were a question ot fact whether this | 
substitute was passed by persons competent to | 
vote on the resolutions, it would be a question | 
to go before the House. 

The SPEAKER. That would bea question | 
to go before the House. | 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. If the fact were as | 
affirmed by the gentleman from Kentucky, | 
that Senators had no parliamentary power to 
vote on the substitute, and therefore it did not 
pass and was rejected, and that would bea | 
question for the House. 

The SPEAKER. That would bea question | 
for the House; but upon the statements made, | 
the Chair rules that the resolution is properly 
before the House, and the Clerk will now read | 
the two resolutions referred to the committee, | 
and the substitute therefor reported by the || 
committee, 

Mr. POLAND. Will it be necessary to read || 
more than the substitute? 


The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, || 


| of the United States or of the State of South Carolina, 
| by any of the citizens of any of the counties, since 
now. 1} 


| of the authority conferred by his proclamation, with 
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'| the substitate only will be read. The Chair 


hears no objection. 
The Clerk read the substitute, as follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, requested to communicate to 
the House of Representatives all information in his 
possession upon which he acted in exercising the 
powers conferred upon him by the third and fourth 
sections of the act of Congress approved April 20, 
1871, entitled ** An act to enforce the provisions of 
the fourteenth amendment tothe Constitution of the 
United States, and for other purposes, so far as the 
same have been exercised in reference to portions of 
the State of South Carolina; also,the names of all 
persons who have been arrested in that State in pur- 
suance of the authority conferred by said act; the 

, names of those arrested who have voluntarily econ- 
| fessed that they are orwere members of the combin- 
ation and conspiracy forbidden and made penal by 
said act; the number and names of those who have 
been paroled to appear when required ; the number 
and character of the offenses forbidden by said act 
and the act of May 31,1870, which are shown by such 
confessions or other information, that have been 
| committed in the respective counties in which the 
privileges of the writ of habeas corpus have been sus- 
pendedin said State of South Carolina, with the date 
of all such alleged offenses, and all other informa- 


° : ° . . ° | 
tion which, in his judgment, will convey a correct 


knowledge ot the existing state of society, of the exe- 
cution of the laws, and of the security of life, person, 
and property in said counties; and also such in- 
formation as he may have relative to the operation 
and enforcement of the act of Congress approved 
| April 20, 1871, and the act of Congress approved 
May 31, 1870, in the States of North Carolina and 
Mississippi, with the number and names of persons 


|| who have been arrested, bound over, or indicted, 


| and of those who have been convicted or have plead 
guilty, with their sentences; and allinformation he 
may have relative to the doings of the **‘ Lowry 
gang,’’ and other outlaws in North Carolina, with 
the number and names of such persons as have con- 
| fessed themselves guilty of a violation of the pro- 
visions of said acts; and also such information as 
he may have relating to the security of life, person, 
and property in the States of Kentucky, Arkansas, 
Louisiana and Texas, including all information 
| in his possession relative to the existing conflict 
between the officeholders in Louisiana. 


Mr. POLAND. I have agreed to allow the 


gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] to move 


'a substitute for this resolution, and I yield 
now for that purpose, retaining my right to 


| Spartanburg, 


the floor. 

Mr. BECK. I offer the substitute which I 
send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 


| be, and he is hereby, requested to inform the House 
| under what provision of the law of April 20, 1871, 


he has caused martial law to be declared and the 
writ of habeas corpus suspended in the counties of 
Marion, York, Newbury, Chester, 
Laurens, Fairfield, Lancaster, and Chesterfield, in 
the State of South Carolina. We is especially re- 
quested to lay before the House all the actsof insur- 
rection, resistance, or opposition to the laws of the 
United States committed in each of these counties 
at any time after the 20th of April, 1871, and prior 
to the date of the proclamation of martial law, giv- 





| United States. 


| says he wants five minutes to advocate it. 


ing the character of the offenses, the facts relative 
thereto, and the names of the offenders, so far as 
ascertained. 
the House any cases of resistance to the execution 
of the process of the civil courts, or the officers either 


the passage of the act of April 20, 1871, aforesaid. And 
that he give the names of all the said citizens who 
have been arrested orimprisoned under and by virtue 


the violations of law with which each is charged, and 
the dates at which it is alleged they committed the 
offenses for which they were so arrested and impris- 
oned. And that he give the House full information 
as to all the statements of facts on which he acted in 
issuing his proclamation aforesaid, so that Congress 
can determine what steps are necessary to restore to 
the eitizens of the county aforesaid, and especially 
to those who were not guilty of offenses against the 
United States, the equal protection of the laws with 
the people of other portions of the country, under 
the forms prescribed by the Constitution of the 


Mr. POLAND. This matter now stands in 
the way of the business of the Committee on 
Appropriations, and I| desire to have very little | 
time taken up with its consideration. I prom. 


Ile is further requested to lay before | 








ised to yield to the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Beck] to offer this amendment, and he 


Mr. BECK. I will not take over ten minutes, 
and I will endeavor to get through in less time. 
The reason [ have offered this substitute is, 





tirst, because it was the original resolution 
offered by me, at least so far as that resolu- 
tion sought to obtain the facts. I also offer 


eee 
_oeemnens — 
—a 


this substitute because the portion of South 
Carolina therein referred to is the only 

tion of the United States where marti,| 

has been proclaimed, and the writ of Agi 
| corpus suspended by the President under the 
' Ku Klux bill. If we extend the inquiry ove, 
all the States spoken of in the resolution of 
| the committee we will not get any full response 

perhaps for months, and the conduct of the 
military subordinates of the President in South 
Carolina will be overlooked or covered Up in 
the general mass. 

In these counties in South Carolina the cop. 
dition of things is such that we ought to have 
a response at once, and if there is not such 
a state of things existing there as will warrant 
the continuance of the suspension of the writ 
of habeas corpus, those counties ought te be 
restored to the same rights that other people 
have under the Constitution and laws. ‘There. 
fore I think it is specially necessary that we 
/should have the information relative to the 
| existing condition of things in those counties 
at once, so that we may act upon it; which 
we can only get by submitting the proposition 
distinctly, as [ have done. 

All the other regions and sections referred 
_to are now going on under the forms of the 
| Constitution and laws, and time might be given 
to the President to make such answer ag he 
might see fit in relation to the other subjects 
| embraced in that resolution, to which I do not 

object. 

But there is another reason why I desire my 
substitute adopted in preference to the rceolu- 
tion reported by the gentleman from Vermont, 
[Mr. Potanp.} It will be perceived upon a 
| careful reading of them that my substitute calls 
for a great deal of specific information that 
this House ought to have, and which is not 
called for in the resolution reported by the 
chairman. ‘This resolution calls for the nanes 
of such men as have been arrested and who have 
confessed, and certain other names and facts, 
but it does not cover the whole ground. ‘This 
House ought to have the name of every man 
arrested under the proclamation of the Presi- 
dent, whether he was prosecuted, imprisoned, 
| or discharged without confinement ortrial. We 
ought to know what he was arrested for, and 
the date of the offense for which he was 
arrested. If public rumor and the statements 
of newspapers be true, as furnished by intelli- 
gent correspondents who have been there, sent 
specially since the proclamation was issued to 
ascertain the truth, men have been arrested 
for offenses committed as long as six years 
ago. Not only have men been arrested for 
offenses of that sort, but they have been 
released upon paying money to the officers 
of the United States who arrested them. They 
| have been imprisoned when they were charged 
with no offense, but sinply blackmailed to be 
released again. 

I want the names of all those people, and 
dates and character of the charges, so that the 
military officers can be properly punished if 
these statements be true. Many of them 
appeared in the New York Herald of Novem- 
ber 15, in carefully written letters, giving the 
names of the officers, calling upon them to 
deny it if it was not true, and saying that a 
large majority of the men arrested have been 
arrested for offenses committed long before 
the passage either of the enforcement act or 
the Ku Klux bili, which act alone gave any 
pretense of jurisdiction to the President to 
proclaim murtial law in any county; and 
those communications, which I now bave, 
show further, that in the counties of Union 
and Spartanburg, the two principal counties 
charged with offenses, for months before the 
date of the President’s proclamation there had 
not been an offense committed of any sort, and 
the Federal officers who were there, and made 
it their special business to investigate, had so 
told the writer of the communications. 

If these things are true, then my resolution 
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iffe. magistrates, jurors, and legislators, and, it may 
be, clerks and jodges. In some counties it would be 
found that the Ku Klux and their triends comprise 
more than balf of the influential and voting popu- 
lation.” 


The conspiracy exists in the gentleman’s 
own district among his constituents, and has 
at Jeast ever since September, 1868. Here isa 
document from the report of the commanding 
general for 1868: 


Mount VERNON, Kentucky, 
September 21, 1868. 
Dear GenxneraL: We need some military aid in 
this section of country for the following reasons, to 
wit: there is a band of Ku Klux in the vicinity of 
Crab Orchard, Kentucky, that are continually com- 
mitting depredations in this part of the country, 
About two months ago they went to James Baker's, 
in Pulaski county, and murdered him by shooting 
him; some five shots took effect. On last Saturday 
night they went to the house of one Stephen Cuw- 
mins, of Pulaski county, and killed bim and his 
daughter, and wounded his son; his son escaped 
by running off in the dark. They sbot his daughter | 
for lamenting over her dead father; he, Cummins, | 
killed two of them—one on the ground, and one 
died at Crab Orchard. They remarked before they | 
left that there was one more d—d abolitionist out of 
the way. Itis Union men that they are operating | 
upon entirely. So, general, if there is not military 
interference, we will soon be in a very bad fix. The | 
main nest isaboutCrabOrchard. Wethinkit would | 
be a good idea to station some troops at Crab Orch- 
ard, as we think it is one of the worst rebel holes in 
Kentucky. Union men are becoming alarmed, and 
will have to band themselves together for their pro- | 
tection if there is not something done. General, wo | 
are satisfied that we need protection, or we would | 
not call for it. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
WM. CARSON, 
Judge Rockeastle County Court. 
A. J. MOORE, 
County Attorney. 
hk. D. COOK, 
Clerk Rockcastle County Court, 
B. K. BETHURUM, 
Sherif Rockcastle County. 


Crab Orchard is in the gentleman’s district, | 
and Mount Vernon in one adjoining. 

The Govervor, in bis message of December 
4, 1871, admits the existence of the order in 
the State, and characterizes its members as 
murderers. He says: 


* Law and Order.—That there has been in certain 
localities within the State a degree of disorder and 
a reckless disposition to disregard and defy the law 
isa fact which requires consideration. Just what 
the Legisiature can or ought to do to remedy this 
evil it is difficult to determine. There are already | 
upon the statute-books of the State ample laws, 
with adequate penalties, for all crimes and misde- | 
meanors. The difficulty lies not in the want of | 

enal statutes, but in their enforcement. Upon 
Poth these points much unjust criticism has been 
indulged toward both the Legislature and the civil | 
officers of the State. The lawlessness hasin some | 





instances assumed an organized form, executing its || 
violevee and perpetrating its acts under cover of the | 


night, by bodies of men too powerful to be resisted | 


by the citizens, and so disguised that they cannot be || 


recognized and brought to trial for their misdeeds, 


** This state of things is to be deeply deplored, and 
should be corrected as speedily as possible. There 
is no safety to the public peace butin the observance 
and entorcement of law, and the whole power and 
force of the Commonwealth, if need be, should be 
exerted for the protection of her humblest citizen. 
The mob, when once aroused, does not discriminate 
between theinnocent and the guilty, and often, upon 
a bare accusation, hurries its victim to punishment 
without trial or proof of guilt. In such a state of 
things there is no safety for the life or liberty of any 
citizen, since the purest and most innocent may fall 
a sacrifice to the passions and prejudicesof the eer 
upon a charge utterly wanton and malicious, pre- 
ferred by some one who has the ear of the mob. 

“We can understand how the commission of an | 
atrocious and revolting crime in a community may 
so outrage public sentiment as to provoke summary 
puni-hment by an infuriated populace. Such oc- 
currences have existed in all nations and under all 
Governments; and while they are to be deprecated, 
yet, being only ocoasional outbreaks, excited by 
the perpetration of enormous crimes, they do not 
threaten any serious or permanent danger to the 
peace and safety of the country. 

** But when men organize themselves into vigilance 
committees, klans, or leagues, or whatsoever other 
name they may assume, with the avowed or prac- 
tical purpose of taking the law into their own hands, 
to inflict punishment upon any member of the com- 
munity whe may be obnoxious to them, they become 
themselves the most dangerous class of law-break- 
ers; they have all the elements of a mob; they are 
a mob; and a mob is no remedy for anything; and, 
if acting in such unlawful combination, they inflict 
death upon any one, they, and all who give aid, 
encouragement, or countenance to their act, are 
guilty of murder. It matters not how guilty or how 








| secure. 





and thus are enabled to defy both the law and its | 
oflicers. 
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| heinous the crime of their victim, theircrime is still 
| murder. The number or respectability of those 


engaged in the commission of a crime cannot sanc- 
tify the deed or extenuate their guilt, but rather 


|| aggravates the offense and intensifies the danger to 
| the public peace. 
| monwealth, but all good citizens should feel it to be 
| their solemn duty todiseountenance all such unlaw- 


Not only the officers of the Com- 


ful acts, and to bring their perpetrators to trial and 
punishment. 

** Disorder ever tends to reproduce and multiply 
itself, andin its presence no right of the citizen 1s 
Besides, the influence of the evil-doer in 
this case involves much more than insecurity and 
injustice to good and law-abiding citizens. To per- 
mit such outrages to go unpunished tends to impair 


| among the people that reverence for the authority | 
of the law which is the chief safeguard of society, | 


and to destroy that confidence in the ability of Gov- 
ernment to protect his life and vindicate his rights, 


which is the just foundation of the citizen’s alle- | 


giance, andstrikes a blow at the fabric of State rights, 
resting as it does on the maintenance of law and 
order, which may be disastrous to our civil and polit- 
ical liberty. 

** [In every instance brought legally to the notice 
of the Executive all the means authorized by law 
have been employed to secure the arrest and trial 
of guilty parties. 
requisitions issued; the militia ordered to render 
assistance in the arrest of criminals, and the pub- 
lic invoked by proclamation to discountenance the 
offenders, and aidin securing their punishment; 
and though acts perpetrated by such organized 
bands are decreasing in all sections of the Com- 
monwealth, yet we cannot claim that they have 
entirely ceased. Whether any further legislation 
for their suppression is necessary, and if so, of what 
patere. is a matter for your deliberation and 

ecision, 

**T will suggest that the posse comitatus, which is 
the only reliance of the civil officer for aid in pur- 
suing and arresting offenders under the law at pres- 
ent, is not adequate to the emergency in cases of the 
sort under consideration. Lawless bands are usually 
drilled, and always armed, whereas the posse are 
neither drilled nor armed, and hence are not pre- 
pared to encounter the offenders. To organize for 
duty companies of militia in localities annoyed by 


| law-breakers is expensive, and has, when the exper- 
There | 


iment has been made, not proven efficient. 
is too much machinery required to bring the ordin- 
ary wilitia organization into the field. Long before 
the necessary orders can be procured, and arrange- 
ments made for pursuit, the law-breakers have 
disappeared. I shall certainly ‘take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed,’ but the powers and 
duties of the Executive in this regard are prescribed 
in the laws upon our statute-books, and it will be 
seen that he is restricted in the use of the militia, 
and in the offering of rewards for arrest, to the call 
of certain other officers. 

** [ recommend that you pass such additional laws 
as shall be necessary to more certainly reach the 
various forms of crime as it crops out at the hands 
of organizations and other evil-disposed persons, so 
much to the terror and shameof the people. I sub- 
mit to your wisdom whether you should not enact 


| some law imposing more stringent and severe penal- 


ties upon public officers for their failure and neglect 
to look after and enforce the penal and criminal 
laws of the State. It is apparent that there has 
been too much neglect in this regard. I also most 
respectfully suggest that you provide additional 
means by law forthe capture and bringing to trial 
ot offenders. Whether this should be by the organ- 
ization of a police force in each county and such 
oiber localities needing it, or in some other way, 
your wisdom will determine. 

**T am profoundly impressed with the urgent ne- 
cessity of something being done to effectually check 


| and break up these disorders; and the people of 


Kentucky, in my opinion, demand and expect this 
Legislature to provide their officers with additional 
means to secure such desirable end. 

**T appeal to you, the bonored representatives of a 
generous constituency, to provide a remedy for these 
evils. I feel rure that the people of Kentucky will, 
in their patrioticdevotion to theircountry, their love 
of order and good government, and their keen ap- 
preciation ot the honor of the State, not only approve 
your action in the premises, but welcome any burden 
such legislation may render necessary.” 

Sir, the wonder is we overlooked the State 
of Kentucky when we passed this resolution 
of inquiry originally. If the attention of the 
House had been called tothe language, ‘* the 
late insurrectionary States,’’ which is held 
to exclude her, the resolution would have 
been amended, and the committee instructed 
to extend their inquiries into her condition. 
The fact that we did not inquire into her 
condition last summer has emboldened the 
conspiracy in that State, and members of the 
order are going from other States into Ken- 
tucky, some out of North Carolina, where the 
law is being vigorously enforced under the civil 
authorities. They go to Kentucky as a haven 
of rest and safety for them. It has been the 
misfortune of that State to be the refuge of 
rebels since the war, when reconstruction 
began, and the rebels in other States went into 
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Rewards have been offered; | 
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SS 
Kentucky to eseape the military and egeay, 
temporary disfranchisement, and they ws 
overawed the Union men and taken Possessio, 
of the State. The authorities are powerless 
or indifferent, the Legislature seems in gym. 
pathy with the conspirators. They broke the 
jail in Frankfort, the capital: of the State 





when the Legislature was in session, and 
rescued Scroggins, a member of their order 
who had been arrested for an outrage. And 
no justice has been done them for it; anq 

so far as I know, no punishment for Ku Klox 
outrages has been had in that State. Only 
the other day we heard of a case in a county 
almost on the Ohio river. Some of these men 
went to a church where the colored people 
were holding a fair, and when a colored 
man objected to their violent proceedings 

they killed him. Again, the other day, no} 
far from the capital of the State, where g 
wedding among the colored people was being 
conducted, these men appeared and broke up 
the ceremony. 

Mr. BECK, (in his seat.) That last case js 
a mistake. 

Mr. STEVENSON. They made a mistake 
in doing it, the gentleman thinks? 

Mr. POLAND. I must resume the floor, 

Mr. STEVENSON. I have here a state. 
ment of recent outrages which occurred jg 
South Carolina, which I submit in answer to 
the charges of the gentleman that the Presi- 
dent is proceeding upon stale cases. ‘They 
show that the conspiracy is yet active, and 
in one of tke proclaimed counties actually 
increasing. ; 

The following outrages in York county oc. 
curred subsequent to April 20, 1871: 

In April and May some twenty-five negroes 
were whipped, and one negro’s house was 
burned. 

In June, seven negroes and two white men 
were whipped 

In July one negro was whipped and a school- 
house torn down, and the Ku Klux raided 
twice upon a white man whom they did not 
find ; and the same month, and the beginning 
of August, raided twice upon another white 
man. 

In August the same school-house was torn 
down again, having been rebuilt by the ne- 
groes in the mean time. 

In September, three Ku Klux outrages oc- 
curred. 

In September, six negroes were whipped in 
Chester county—four men and two women. 

December 23, 1871, a colored man was 
whipped in Fairfield county. 

December 20, a white man was whipped in 
Laurens county. 

December 15, a new Ku Klux Klan organ: 
ized in Laurens county and whipped a negro 
the same night. . 

December 27, a white man was whipped in 
Fairfield county. 

Mr. POLAND. I gave my colleague on the 
committee [Mr. Stevenson} the same time as 
I gave the other side, and I do not think | 
can consent to extend it. 1 now move the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered ; the first question under 
the operation thereof being, ‘* Will the House 
substitute the resolution offered by Mr. Beck 
for that reported by the committee ?”’ 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
71, noes 85. 

Mr. BECK called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 84, nays 115, not voting 
40; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Arthur, Barnum, Beck, 
Bell, Biggs Bird, Braxton, Bright, James Brooks, 
Caldwell, Carroll, Comingo, Conner, Cox, Crebs, 
Crossland, Davis, Dox. Du Bose, Duke, Eldridge, 
Forker, Henry D. Foster, Garrett, Getz, Goiladay, 
Griffith, Haldeman, Hambleton, Hancock, Handley, 
Hanks, Harper, Jobn T. Harris, Hereford, Herndon, 
Hibbard, Holman, Kendall, Kerr, King, Lamison. 
Leach, Lewis, Manson, McClelland, McCormick, Me- 
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- MeIntyre, MeKinney, McNeely, Benjamin 
Henry. Meloty TP ell, Morgan, Niblack, Hosea W. 


F. Meyet.. erry, Potter, Price, Randall, Read, | 
Parker. Rice-Jobn M. Rice, Ritchie, William | 
Ldwanerts, Rogers, Sherwood, Shober, Siater, Slo- 
Ke "Sloss. Swann, Terry, Van cramp, Vaughan, 
Voorhees, Waddell, Warren, Wells, Whitthorne, 
Winchester, Wood, and Young—8S4. | 

vAYs—Messrs. Ambler, Averill, Banks, Barber, 
Barry, Beatty. Beveridge, Bigby. Bingham, George 
M_ Brooks, Buckley, Buflinton, Burchard, Burdett, 
Roderick R. Butler. William T. Clarke,Cobb,Coburn, 
Coghlan, Conger, Cotton. Darrall, Dawes, Donnan, 
Duell Dunnell, Eames, Edwards, Farnswerth, Far- 

»/|, Finkelnburg, Charles Foster, Wilder D. Foster, 
tarfield, Hale, Halsey, Harmer, Havens, Hawley, 
Hay Gerry W. Hazleton, John W. Hazleton, Hill, | 
Hoar, Hooper, Houghton, Kelley, Kellogg, Ketchara, | 


Lamport, i 


Lansing, Lowe, Lynch, Maynard, McGrew, | 
McJunkin, McKee,Mercur,) erriam, Monroe, Moore, | 
Morey, Morphis, Leonard Myers, Negley, Orr, Pack- | 
ard, Packer, Palmer, Isaac C. Parker, Peck, Pendle- | 
ton, Perce, Aaron F. Perry. Peters, Poland, Porter, | 
Prindle, Rainey, Ellis ll. Roberts, Rusk, Sargent, | 
Sawyer, Seeley, Sessions, Shanks, Sheldon, Shella- 
barger, John A, Smith, Snapp, Snyder, Thomas J. 
Speer, Sprague, Starkweather, Stevenson, Stough- | 
ton, Stowell, Sypher, Taffe, Thomas, Washin ton | 
Townsend, Turner, Tyner, Upson, Wakeman, Wal- 
den, Waldron, Wallace, Walls, Wheeler, Whiteley, 
Willard, Williams of Indiana, Jeremiah M. Wilson, 
and John T. Wilson—116. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs, Adams, Ames, Archer, 
Austin Blair, James G. Blair, Benjamin F. Butler, 
Campbell, Freeman Clarke, Creely, Critcher, De 
Large, Dickey, Elliott, Ely, Frye, Goodrich, George 
FE, Harris, Hays, Killinger, Kinsella, Marshall, Mc- || 
Crary, Merrick, Platt, Robinson, Roosevelt, Sco- | 
field, Shoemaker, H. Boardman Smith, Worthington 
C. Smith, R. Milton Speer, Stevens, Storm, Strong, 
st. John, Sutherland, Dwight Townsend, Tuthill, 
Twichell, and Williams of New York—40. 


So the House refused to substitute the reso- | 
lution offered by Mr. Beck for the resolution | 
reported by the committee. 

| 


The question was next on agreeing to the 
resolution reported by the committee. | 
The question being taken, it was agreed to. | 
Mr. POLAND moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was agreed to; and | 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be || 
laid on the table. | 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Symp- 
son, one of its clerks, informed the House that 
the Senate insisted on its amendments to the 
bill (H. R. No. 1062) to admit certain machin- | 
ery imported from foreign countries free of 
duty; that it agreed to the committee of con- 
ference asked by the House of Representatives 
thereon, and that it had appointed Mr. Suer- 
MAN, Mr. KELLoGe, and Mr. Go_prHwalrE, as 
managers of the conference on the part of 
the Senate. 


POSTAL CONTRACTS. 


| before the House the usual business 





Mr. FARNSWORTH, by unanimous con- 
sent. reported back from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads the communi- 
cation of the Postmaster General of January 
24,1872, and accompanying papers, in relation 
to postal contracts, and moved that the same 
be ordered to be printed, and recommitted to 
the committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, in answer to a resolution of the 
House of the 17th instant, in relation to the | 
Louisville and Portland canal; which was re- 

| 
| 





ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


PUBLIC BULLDING AT OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in answer to a resolution 
of the House of Representatives of April 14, 
1871, in relation to the erection of a public 
building at Oshkosh, Wisconsin ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


CLAIM OF H. M. FOSDICK. 


TheSPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, in relation to the claim of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


eee 


H. M. Fosdick on account of depredations } 
committed on his property in 1804 by the 
Arapaho Indians ; which was referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence | 
was granted to Mr. Haw ey for ten days, on 
account of sickness in his family. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was | 
granted to Mr. Suerwoop for ten days, on 
account of the death of a near relative. 


| 
| 
| 
1 
} 
| 


| 
ADJOURNMENT OVER, 


Mr. RANDALL. I rise to a privileged 
motion. I move that when the House adjourns 


to-morrow, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope not. I 
hope we shall be allowed to go on with the | 
appropriation bill. | 

Mr. RANDALL. Well, I hope we shall 
adjourn over. 

Mr. DAWES. I suggest to the gentleman | 
from Pennsylvania that he shall wait until to- | 
morrow to submit his motion. | 

Mr. RANDALL. I have made the motion 
to-day so that members may be able to regu- | 
Jate their movements for Saturday. 

Mr. DAWES. It must certainly be import- | 
ant that gentlemen may be able to arrange 
their business so as to leave the city as early | 
as possible, but I suggest to the gentleman | 
that the public business had better be attended | 
to a little, and that we wait to act upon this | 
motion until to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. Strictly speaking, the | 
gentleman from Pennsylvania is not entitled | 
to the floor to make this motion. The gentle- 
man from Ohio was upon the floorto submita 
motion, and the Chair interrupted him to lay 

T. J. JOBE. | 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Before I move | 
to gointo Committee of the Whole, I yield to 
my friend from ‘l'ennessee, [Mr. Maynarp, | | 
who desires to ask the House to passa bill. 

On motion of Mr. MAYNARD, by unanimous | 
consent, the bill (S. No. 524) to correct acler- | 
ical error in the enrollment of an act approved | 
March 7, 1870, entitled ‘‘An act to relieve | 
certain persons therein named from the legal | 
and political disabilities imposed by the four- | 
teenth amendment of the Constitution of the | 
United States, and for other purposes,’’ was | 
taken from the Speaker’s table, and read a 
first and second time. 

The bill was read. It provides that the | 
name of S. J. Jobe, of Catoosa county, in the | 
State of Georgia, which appears in the act | 


approved March 7, 1870, and which in the bill || 


that was passed by the Senate and House of 
Representatives was written *‘T. J. Jobe,’’ 
but was in the enrolled bill erroneously written 
‘S$. J. Jobe,’’ be corrected and changed to 
“T. J. Jobe.” 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, 
and was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. MAYNARD moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 


599 


Mr. BECK. 
upon that bill. 

Mr. HALE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was referred and made a 
special order; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I now insist 
upon my motion that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee 
of the Whole, (Mr. WHEELER in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of House bill 
No. 1060, making appropriations for the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending June 30, 1873, 
and for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee 
rose yesterday the paragraph of the bill had 
been reached which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Assay Office at Boisé City, Idaho: 

For salaries of superintendent, assayer, melter, 
and clerk, $7,400, 

For wages of workmen, $3,000. 

For incidental and contingent expenses, $1,500. 

Mr. SHOBER. I meve to amend by insert- 
ing after the paragraph in relation to Boisé 
City, Idaho, the following: 

Branch Mint at Charlotte, North Carolina: 

For assayer, $1,500; for wages of workmen, $1,492; 
for chemieals, charcoal, and incidental and miscel- 
laneous expenses, $1,500, 

The amendment that I have proposed con- 
templates the same appropriation that has 
heretofore been made for thts purpose. I re- 
gret very much that the Committee on Appro- 
priations failed to report any appropriation for 
this branch mint. I can see no reason why 
they did not do so. This establishment at 
Charlotte is a very old one, one that has been 
in existence for nearly forty years. ‘The same 
reasons which existed for it originally exist 
to-day. The region in which this branch mint 
is located is one of the finest gold-producing 
regions in the United States. Although the 
mining interests there have been languishing 
by reason of the disastrous scenes through 
which we have just passed, yet the operations 
of gold mining there are reviving aad being 

| carried on to a greater extent every year. I| 
concede that during the last two years the 
operations of this establishment as an assay 
office have not been very great ; but the mining 
interests there are daily developing and grow- 
ing, and we desire that this office shall be kept 
up in order to afford facilities to the miners 
there, and to stimulate the mining interests in 
that region. 

This branch mint is located in a mining 
| region abounding in mineral wealth, near a 
| railroad center, from which five railroads 
| diverge in every direction. ‘The gold regions 
of North Carolina, South Carolina, and Geor- 
gia; in fact, the gold regions of theSouth are 
interested in the maintenance. of this estab- 
| lishment, and we desire it to be continued as 
| an assay office. It is the only one that we 
have in the South. The building is there with 
all the appliances necessary to carry on the 


I reserve all points of order 





on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I now yield for 
& moment to my colleague on the committee, 
[Mr. ele 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Appro- 
priations, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1191) | 
making appropriations for the naval service for 
the year ending June 30, 1873, and for other 
purposes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed, and made the special order for Tues- 
day next, and from day to day thereafter until 
disposed of. 


operations of the office. The appropriation 
asked for, amounting to less than four thou- 
sand five hundred dollars, is scarcely more 
than would be required to keep the property 
in a condition of proper repair in case it was 
not occupied as an assay office. I hope that 
under these circumstances, in justice to our 
people, this Commitiee of the Whole will adopt 
the amendment I have offered, and incor- 
porate this appropriation into this bill. Our 
people are interested in this ancient establish- 
| meat, and I should regret, we all there would 
regret, to see it abolished. I hope the amend- 
ment will be adopted. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. This appropri- 
ation for a branch mint at Charlotte was struck 
; out last year, and this year the Committee on 








oa 


De ye ee cont | 


600 





Appropriations were unanimous in leaving it 
out of this bill. I think I need say nothing 
more than to state the single fact that since 
the 3ist of March, 1861, up to the present 
time, or from the last year that anything was 
done there, the total coinage at this branch 
mint was but $70,580. 

Mr. COBB. We do not ask fora mint, but 
only for an assay office. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I know that; 
but there was nothing given for it last year, 
and there has been no one before the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations this year asking for 
this appropriation. 

Mr. Bu LER, of Tennessee. 
amendment will be adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending 
amendment. has been exhausted. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. I move to 
amend pro forma by striking out the last 
word, 


I trust this 


much interested in it. 
reviving. 
region over which there is mere excitement 
there upon the subject of mining than there 
has been at any time betore for twenty years. 
Every person in that section of country is 
excited upon the subject of mining; new dis- 
coveries are being made there every day. 


The work there is just 


While this branch mint is not located | 
in my district, still my constituents are very | 


| 


Mr. MAYNARD. I appeal to gentlemen 


| of the House to sustain me in the statement 
| that in acting upon applications which may 


be considered of a local character, I, and those 


| with whom I have been most intimately asso- 


ciated in my region of country, have exercised 


the largest liberality, and have been entirely 


free from anything like sectional bias, or a | 


tendency to oppose a measure because it did 


| not belong to our immediate locality. The 


There are developments in that || 


This establishment is in the midst of a devas- || 


tated country, and this appropriation is but a | 


small pittance asked at the hands of this Con- 
gress. ‘This is an old institution, and notwith- 
standing the showing that only some seventy 
thousand dollars has been coined there lately, 
it is still of much importance to that region of 
country. The expense of this appropriation 
is but trifling; it will cost the Government but 
little, and it will encourage the people there. 


I trust the amendment will prevail, and that | 


Congress will give this little boon that is | 


asked for the benefit of the devastated coun- 
try down there. 

Mr. COBB. Mr. Chairman, yesterday this 
House appropriated nearly seven 
thousand dollars—more than six hundred and 
ninety-eight thousand dollars—for the mints 
in the North and Northwest; andif gentlemen 
will notice the bill before us they will observe 
that the mints and assay offices at the South 
are omitted entirely. We come to-day from 
North Carolina, within which there is now no 
Government building except this mint at 
Charlotte, asking for $4,300 in order to con- 
tinue the assay office at that place. The 
amount we ask is less than a hundredth part 
of the aggregate appropriation made yesterday 
for mints in the North and the Northwest. | 


am sorry | have not before me the statistical 


details in regard tothe mintat Charlotte; but I 
learn from a most reliable source, from gen- 
tlemen residing in that section of North Caro- 
lina, that the mining interests of the State have 
recently—within the last few months—received 
anewimpulse ; thatinquiryis directed thither- 
ward by gentlemen who want to engage in this 
class of industry. It is a matter of geograph- 
ical history that there are forty or fifty counties 
in l'ennessee, andin North and South Carolina, 
which are largely gold-producing counties. 
Extraordinary discoveries of gold having been 
made there from 1828 to 1831, this mint was 
established in 1835, and was used as a mint 
until very recently. The mining people of 
North Carolina are at a disadvantage com- 
pared with those carrying on this pursuit in 
the Northwest. Our miners are not associated 
in companies, but as individuals carrying on 
mining for themselves. If the assay office at 
Charlotte be discontinued, there will be no 
assay office within their reach south of Phila- 
delphia, and consequently they will be defraud- 
ed out of a large share of the just and honest 
results of their toil, because speculators and 
traders will go there and buy from them their 
bullion, and when it is sold without an assayed 
value, the result must be detrimental to the 
miners. They would invariably suffer loss. 


hundred | 














| not to be true. 





section of country now under consideration 
has been a large gold-producing region, and 
was at one time greatly worked, there having 
been originally two mints. The discovery, 
however, of the gold mines on the Pacific 
directed public attention to that quarter, and 
caused a rush of miners in that direction. 
Since that time these mints have been rela- 


tively of less importance, and the mines have | 


not been worked as they formerly were. Still, 
as has been said by my friend from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Coss,] in several counties of 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and 
Tennessee, (in my own district among others, ) 
the work of mining has been constantly going 
on. During the last Congress we thought it 
proper for some reason to abandon to the 
State of Georgia the mint building at Dah- 
lonega. The mint at Charlotte is the only one 
left tor the purpose of assaying the ores pro- 
duced from the various mines [| have named. 
The amendment proposes a small appropria- 
tion of three or four thousand dollars for the 
purpose of maintaining at that point an assay 
office, and an assay officealone. Itdoes seem 
to me that to refuse this appropriation would 
be a great hardship, not to say a great injus- 
tice, to those humble miners who, while they 
may not have invested large amounts in their 
business, are still dependent on mining for 
their livelihood. It appears to me that the 
poor pittance now asked for continuing the 
work of assaying in their neighborhood is a 
very small boon, and one which the Govern- 
ment of the United States ought to grant. 

Mr. DAWES. Is debate exhausted ? 

The CHAIRMAN, It is not. 

Mr. DAWES. I had, Mr. Chairman, yester- 
day occasion to say that what the miner needed 
was an assay oflice, and gave some reason for it, 
which gentiemen from the Pacific coast deemed 
I have occasion to repeat that 
beyond an assay office is a positive disadvan- 
tage to the miner. An assay office, where there 
is any considerable production of the precious 
metals, is absolutely necessary to the devel- 
opment of the mining interests, just as water 
power is necessary to the development of a 
manufacturing establishment. Everything that 
facilitates the realization to the miner of the 
most he can make from his products is an 
advantage to him, but beyond that point is a 
positive disadvantage; and to the miner an 
assay Office that will turn, without trouble and 


| without cost to him, crude bullion into stamped 


bullion, is furnishing him with the greatest 
positive advantage. Bullion is worth more 
than coin. I have here, sir, a statement from 
the last quotation of the value of .buliion and 
the value of coin for exportation. Take $20,000 
of bullion and $20,000 of coin, and you will 
find bullion is worth in the foreign market 
ninety-one and some odd cents. You can 
take bullion, ship it, and get it coined for 
nothing. You have to pay one half of one 
per cent. to have it coined here. 

Then there is the difference in the weight, 
the difference in the alloy. Coin is reckoned 
by counting, and bullion by its actual value. 
‘Then there is the difference which is allowed 
in the market for abrasion and the various 
elements which enter into the current market 
price as compared with coin. It is no help to 
the miner to establish a mint down by his side. 
itis a help to establish an assay office. It is 
no more help to them to have the bullion after 
being assayed coined than it is to men ten 
thousand miles off, for the miner does not use 
that coin. It is taken after it is coined by the 
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the assay value. If the bullion contains a 
large amount of alloy, the amount of coin he 
| 
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United States, which is the sovereign 

° : Power 
over the coinage of the country, which puts ; 
into its vaults, and transfers it where 9 * 
desired to distribute it. But bullion is an ca 
cle of merchandise, bought up ata premiuy, i 
those who seek it as an article of export i 
is purchased as any other article of mercha 
dise is purchased. So far as there is ay... 
duction of metal to justify the setting - of 
an assay office, in my opinion, it should jp 
done; but there should be no more fine 
There should be less of this sori of establish, 
ments, and had it not been for the fact that i, 
was an original question yesterday, | should 
have gone for changing the office at Carsoy 
City into an assay office. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Before the gentle. 
man sits down let me ask him this questioy. 
Is the gentleman for or against this Proposi- 
tion? 

Mr. DAWES. I do not think it was neces. 
sary for the gentleman to ask that questi) 
He can understand, I think, what I have said, 
and if so, he must know that I favor this 
proposition. If 1 have not been able to make 
myselfunderstood by that gentleman, of course 
it is my misfortune. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I understood yoy 
yesterday to speak against the proposition, 
and then vote for it. 

Mr. SARGENT. I understand the amend. 
ment is withdrawn, and I renew it for the pur. 
pose of saying a few words. I do not desire 
to prolong this debate, but as I understand my 
friend from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] takes 
exception to the position stated by me on this 
question yesterday, I shall make only one or 
two remarks in reply. The gentleman gays 
that abrasion reduces the value of coin. Upon 
old coins, where the abrasion would cause them 
to be of less value, of course that is true ; but 
the coin the miner receives from the mint is 
new, and as there is no abrasion, of course 
there is no loss on that account. Therefore 
that element must be taken out of the gentle. 
man’s calculation. If a miner desires to pur- 
chase a piece of land, or to purchase cloth- 
ing or food for himself and family, to pay the 
expense of labor he employs, of water, &c., he 
is compelled to pay in coin. In making pur- 
chases or payments he cannot use bullion. If 
he sells his bullion for that purpose he receives 
under the most favorable circumstances only 


receives is decreased in the same proportion. 
If it approaches the standard of purity, which 
makes it of more value than coin, so that it 
will receive alloy in coinage, then he receives 
the amount of coin it is worth, and more, per- 
haps, than its weight in coin. But it comes 
right down to the same proposition. The 
miner in San Francisco, for instance, is com- 
pelled, by his necessities, when he sells his 
bullion, to receive coin for it, and he receives 
American coin, and is charged for it what it 
costs to coin it. He can only sell for coin or for 
greenbacks, allowing for the discount. ‘The 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] is 
correct in stating that for exportation merely, 
when it is to be recoined in foreign coun- 
tries, and where, by a wise provision of law, no 
coinage charge is made, it is advantageous 10 
that case to export bullion. But the mint is 
intended to be for the benefit of the miners 
themselves. As they must have coin for their 
business, to pay their expenses, generally close 
to the whole product, if, to get the coin, they 
must pay for shipment to a distant mint and 
back, with cost of insurance, &c., it is evident 
it is better for them to have the coining done 
on the spot, and save these costs. So my 
friend is incorrect in his theory, while right 19 
some of his facts. 
It would be good policy for this country, and 
an advantage for its commercial interests, very 
| far in advance of the amount which it receives 
from a coinage charge, if this charge at the 
mints were abolished. We would then be able 
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cep our gold toa greater extent in the coun- 
= jnotead af having drained it away. That 
matter, | believe, is now before the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, and may come before 
Congress, and I will then endeavor to state | 
more elaborately my views on this important | 

yestion. I withdraw the amendment. 
Wr. MAYNARD rose. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope we will 
now have a vote. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I was about to remark 
that the debate had wandered a good deal away 
from the proposition before the committee. 
My apprehension 18 akin to that of the Roman | 
client whose lawyer, forgetting his three little | 
kids in controversy, soared away in large dis- 
course upon the slaughter of Cann and the | 
perfidy of Hannibal. | fear that in this learned | 
and elaborate examination of the great subject 
of coinage the pittance asked for our litle | 
assay oflice may be overlooked. | 

The question being taken on Mr. Suoper’s | 
amendment, it was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Territory of Montana: 
For compensation of Governor and superintend- 
ent of Indian affairs, chief justice, and two associate 
judges, and secretary, $13,500. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Iam instructed | 
by the committee to move to strike out in that 
paragraph the words ‘‘and superintendent of | 
Indian affairs,’’ as the Governor no lounger | 
ex officio holds that office. 

{he amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


District of Columbia: 

For salary of the Governor, $3,000; for salary of 
the secretary, $2,000; for pay of the members of the 
council, $2,880; for salaries of the members of the 
beard of public werks, $10,000, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move to add at 
the end of the paragraph the following proviso: | 

Provided, That no part of the sum hereby appro- | 
priated shall be paid to any member of such board | 
who shall hold any other Federal office. | 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no objec- 
tion to that. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


For twenty-eight watchmen for the general ser- 
vice of the lone Department building, and all | 
the bureaus therein, to be allotted to day or night 
serviee, as the Secretary of the Interior may direct, 
$20,160. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to insert 
after the word ‘‘ for,’’ which commences the 
paragraph, the words ‘‘one captain of the 
watch, $1,200.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


For stationery, furniture, advertising, books, and 
maps for the library, and miscellaneous items, $9,000. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to strike 
out ‘*$9,000,’’ and insert ‘* $12,000.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


For rent and fitting up of rooms for the use of the 
Pension Office and for the Bureau of Education, 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to 
amend by striking out ‘* $14,000,’’ and insert- 
ing in lieu thereof ‘‘ $16,000.”’ 

Mr. LYNCH. I raise the point of order 
upon that clause that there is no law author- 
izing this expenditure. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The fitting 
up of rooms for the use of the Bureau of Edu- 
cation and the Pension Office is certainly a 
necessary expenditure to carry on a depart- 
ment of the Government already established, 
and that comes within the rule. 

Mr. LYNCH. There is no law authorizin 
the lease or renting of offices for the use of 
the Pension Bureau. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. It has always 
been ruled that such an appropriation is a | 
necessary expenditure to carry on a depart- 
meat of the Government, and is ia order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
point of order is not well taken. 


Mr. LYNCH. ThenI move to strike out 
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| ing pensions to the soldiers of the war of 1812. 


the appropriation; and I do it for the purpose 
of asking the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations to explain to the House what 
buildings ure being rented for this purpose, 
and whether they are suitable for the purpose. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Iam glad the 
gentleman from Maine has called attention to 
this point. Yesterday morning the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations had before them the 
Secretary of the luterior, the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, the Commissioner 
of Pensions, and the Commissioner of Patents, | 
and heard each of these gentlemen in regard | 
to the work of their Departments. This special 
item, to which attention is called by the gen- 
tleman from Maine, is one about which I shall 
have more to say ina few moments; but I will 
say at this point that a very large increase in 
the business of the Pension Office has been 
required by the law of the last session grant- | 


A large deficiency was passed to pay the ex- 
penditure during the current year, and a large 
increase is asked for for next year on that 
score. The number of applications made is 
80 great that they have had to add sixty clerks | 
to the number heretofore employed, and have 
been required to get a new building entirely. 
They have hired the Seaton House, which is 
now filled with clerks of the Pension Office 
and some other departments. This action has | 
been rendered necessary by the legislation of 
Congress. 

Mr. LYNCH. Now I wish to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations if 
he thinks that a proper building in which to 
keep the important papers conuected with the 
Pension Bureau, papers the preservation of | 
which is necessary as evidence upon which 
claims have been paid and are to be paid? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Obio. Well, I am | 
afraid it‘is not, from what I hear, but I do not 
know what we can do about it. The building 
has been rented as the best that can be ob- 
tained, and the whole building is under the con- 
trol of the Government. ‘They have exclusive 
charge of it, and the only danger is from fire—a 
danger which, of course, is incident to all 
buildings of that sort. 

Mr. LYNCH. Can the gentleman inform 
the House the amount of rent that is to be paid 
for that building—whether it is $14,000? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
remember what the amount of rent is. The 
Secretary of the Interior stated, however, that | 
he had done the very best he could, and had 
got the building for what he considered a fair 
rent. This imclades, however, as the gentle- | 
man will see, the fitting up of the building, and | 
is not a naked matter of rent. 

Mr. LYNCH. It seems to me that the build- 
ing in which is to be kept the papers con- 
nected with the Pension Bureau should be a | 
fire-proof building. I will withdraw my mo- 
tion to strike out, and move to amend by 
adding to the paragraph the following: 

Provided, That no building shall be rented for the 
use of the Pension Bureau which is not fire-proof. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope that | 
amendment will not prevail, for the reason | 
that I presume it is impossible to find a fire- | 
proof building in this city for the use of the | 
Pension Bureau. 
be adopted, then the bureau will certainly have 
to abandon this building, and I do not know 
where they would go; they would be turned | 
into the streets. 

Mr. SARGENT. 
literal meaning of this amendment, there is 











not a fire-proof building now existing in this 





isour own fault. A day or two ago there was 
a competition on both sides of this House, 
starting with my friends on the other side, to 
see who would soonest propose an extension 
of time, and the longest time, for a large class 
of pensioners to obtain the benefit of our pen- 
sion laws. I believe that finally the com- 
mittee which had the subject in charge pro- 
posed the longest time, and they were allowed 
the preference. These laws seem to pass 
through Congress very easily, and they bring 
in large classes of applicants. ‘The numbers 
affected by special legislation are found to be 
invariably much greater than supposed possi- 
ble when the laws are passed. bor iustance, 
Lam told by the Commissioner of Pensions 
that the number of applicants, under the law 
extending pensions to the survivors of the war 
of 1812, is over forty thousand, whereas | do 
not suppose that any gentleman who voted for 
the bill in the last Congress supposed that the 
number would be over twenty-five thousand. 


| | believe in the necessity for the erection of 


more public buildings in this city. But I 
remember that during the Jast hours of the last 
Congress, when there was a proposition pend- 
ing tor a new building for the State Depart- 
ment, it was fiercely opposed and fought, 
although we showed that the building in which 
were kept the valuable archives of this Gov- 
ernment, all the valuable records connected 
with our diplomatic service, was a mere tinder- 
box, a rented building, and entirely unsafe in 
every respect. And by a very close vote, 
very far short of the party majority here, the 
proposition finally prevailed. Certainly this 
amendment ought not to prevail, to compel 
the Pension Bureau to suspend the execution 
of the laws of Congress in regard to pensioners 
or to traasact their business in the street, for 
it would be impossible to find for their use a 
tire-proof building in this city. 

Mr. LYNCH, Ido not wish to enter into 
a discussion upon this question. But my at- 
tention was called to the building now oecu- 
pied by the Pension Bureau, because of some 
business that [ had with it. And in going 
through that building, as | had occasion to do, 
upon my business, it seemed to me that no 
building could be found less suitable for the 
purpose for which it was used than that same 
building, the Seaton House. It may be, as the 


I do not now || gentleman from California [Mr. SarnGenr] says, 


that there is no building in Washington that is 
fire-proof. But I take it there are some build- 
ings that will approximate to fire-proof build- 
ings, certainly some buildings much safer and 
more couvenient than the one now occupied 
for that purpose. However, I will withdiaw 
my amendment. 

Mr. McNEELY. I renew the amendment 
for the purpose of saying that the most im- 
portant papers now on file in the Departments, 
at least among the most important, are those 
relating to pensions, Among them are certifi- 
cates and papers in cases that have not been 
passed upon finally, those of soldiers and offi- 
cers who have died within the last year or two. 
It is very important to preserve the evidence 
by which those claims can be prosecuted to a 
conclusion. If these papers should be destroyed 
by fire, as they may be to-night, kept as they 


If this amendment should || are in a building formerly occupied as a hotel, 


there would bein many cases nothing preserved 
by which these claimants could prosecute their 
claims and obtain justice from the Govern- 
ment. I was surprised last summer when | 


I suppose that, in the || heard that the Government had rented for the 


use of the Pension Bureau a building which 
was liable to be burned at any time. These 


city, outside of the Government buildings. |! papers are in danger every hour by reason 


The experience of the recent Chicago fire 
shows that the very best buildings of brick and 
iron in that city went down before the devour- 
ing element. By adopting this amendment 
we will simply refuse any opportunity to the 
Pension Bureau to carry on the business that 
Congress has imposed upon it. If the ex- 
penses of that bureau are increasing rapidly, it 


of being placed ia that building; and | think 
we should at as early a day as possible return 
those papers to the Government building from 
which they were taken, or rent a fire-proot baild- 
ing for the purpose. The persons whose claims 
are thus endangered are in need of money, and 
certainly deserve all they claim; and unless 
some better reason can be urged against the 





, hiniehe 


oe ee 


ee rae tal 
Ne hath eee tl 


wash Poae wn r 
Seer iat eee 


tliat 


vee ae! 


(ot a ees alr Re a 





manent records of the Pension Bureau are not 
kept at the Seaton House,. but only the papers 


the circumstances. i] 


mistaken. 


mit this irregular discussion to proceed. 


ment offered and withdrawn by Mr. Lynon, 
and renewed by Mr. McNee y, to add at the 
end of the paragraph the following : 


use of the Pension Bureau which is not fire-proof, 


building, $10,000, 


the clause just read so as to make the amount 
of the appropriation $15,000. 


under the swamp-land act, $20,000; making a total 
appropriated for the General Land Office of $244,560. 


amend the paragraph just read by striking out 
‘© $20,000," 
appropriation for ‘‘ miscellaneous items on 
account of bounty lands and military patents, 
under the several acts, and contingent expenses 
under the swamp-land act.’’ 
to amend by changing the aggregate of the 
es from $244,560 to $254,560. 


the Committee on Appropriations have agreed 
to all these amendments. 


all from the committee. 


$3,000; chief clerk, $2,000; twenty-two clerks of class 
four, forty-eight clerks of class three, seventy-six 
clerksof class two, seventy-cight clerks of class one, 
sixteen female copyists at $900 each, one messenger, 
five assistant messengers, and five laborers in his 
office; in all, $343,800. 


by adding the following as a new paragraph 
after the paragraph just read : 


in the Pension Office for the year ending June 30, 
1873, as foliows: 


two, forty-eight clerks of class one, nine female 
copyists at $900 each, seven assistant messengers, 
and five laborers; in all, $91,940. 
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amendment than any yet offered, I hope it will | 


be adopted, so that the records upon which | 
these claiman's expect to obtain their pensions | 
shall be kept in a safe place. 

Mr. GAKFIELD, of Ohio. I will simply 
say, in answer to what bas been said by the 
two gentlemen who have spoken, that the per- 


for current, every-day business; and this is 


Mr. LYNCH. 


The gentleman is entirely 


| 
Mr. GARFiELD, of Ohio. Of course, at | 


the Seaton House there are valuable papers, the 
burning of which would be a very great loss. 


Mr. LYNCH. 


I was told in the Seaton 


House that there were papers there which, if | 
lost, could not be replaced ; most important 
papers connected with the Pension Bureau; 
evidence of claims which had been paid, and 
that if they should be lost, there would be 
nothing to protect the Government against 
the re-presentation and repayment of those 
claims. 





Mr. McNEELY. I desire to say in support | 


of the statement just made by the gentleman 
from Maine, [ Mr. Lyncu] 





The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair cannot per- 





The question being taken on the amend- 


ment ofiered by Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, it was 
agreed to. 


The question then recurred on the amend- 


Provided, That no building shall be rented for the 


The amendment was not agreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
For casual repairs of the [Interior] Department 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Imovetoamend | 


The ameudment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


|| 


the Whole onght not to adopt so large an in- 
crease as this without knowing precisely what 
it is for. The Commissioner of Pensions has 


| said to the Committee of Appropriations that | 
, the carrying out of the act of Congress to pay 
| pensions to soldiers of the war of 1812 renders 
necessary this additional appropriation. They 
_are now employed, and we have drafted the || 
| paragraph permitting this additional force so it 
| will be good only for the next current year. 
the best arrangement that is possible under | 


Therefore when this work is done no addi- 
tional force will be employed. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. Isthe force 
now employed? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. It is employed 
under the deficiency appropriation bill of last 
Congress. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


For stationery, engraving, and retouching plates ; 
for bounty land-warrants, printing and binding the 


| same, office furniture, and repairing the same, and 


miscellaneous items,including two daily newspapers, 
to be filed, bound, and preserved for the use of the 
office, and for detection and investigation of fraud, 
$17,000. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I am directed 
by the Committee of Appropriations to strike 
out ‘' $47,000,’’ and in lieu thereof to insert 
© $75,000.” 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I ask the 
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations 
why the amount is nearly doubled? Is it for 
stationery, engraving, and retouching plates, 
for bounty land- warrants, printing and bind- 
ing the same, and miscellaneous items, includ- 
ing two daily newspapers ? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Read the last 
clause, which is the one on which the increase 
is asked. It is for the detection and investi: 
gation of frauds. The Secretary of the Inte- 
rior made to the Committee on Appropriations 
yesterday morning what was a startling state- 
ment. He expressed his confident behef, and 
I wrote it down at the time, and have the sen- 
tence here on a slip of paper, that nearly one 
fourth of the pensions we now pay is a fraud. 
I was amazed at his statement; but the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, who sat by his side, said 
the statement was not an extravagant one, 


For cash system, maps, diagrams, stationery, fur- || and referred me to page 14 of his own report, 
niture, and repairs of the same; miscellaneous | 
items, including two of the cily newspapers, to be 
filed, bound, and preserved for the use of the office; 
advertising and telegraphing; miscellaneous items 
on account of bounty lands and military patents, 
under the several acts, and contingent expenses 


where the gentleman from Massachusetts will 
find a paragraph of nearly one half page, stat- 
ing the character of the frauds perpetrated on 
the Pension Office in the form of fraudulent 
certificates got up by claim agents. To ferret 





Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move to 





and inserting ‘*$30,000,’’ as the 


I also move 


he mendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I ask whether 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I report them 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Pension Office: 
or compensation of Commissioner of Pensions, 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move toamend 


For compensation of additional temporary clerks 


For four clerks of class three, eight clerks of class 


a 
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Mr. Chairman, I feel that the Committee of 


out these frauds, and to punish the perpetra- 
tors of them, the appropriation of this money 
will, no doubt, be the very best economy. The 
committee were amazed at the facts brought 
to their attention, and concluded the best way 
to remedy the evil would be to increase the 
fund for the detection of these frauds; and 
that is the reason for the increase of appro- 
priation in this item. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I only 
asked the question for the purpose of bringing 
out the statement that has been made, and for 
the further purpose of saying that from some 
considerable examination of the subject made 
in the course of my duty as president of the 
board of managers of the National Asylum I 
am inclined to believe the report of the com- 
missioner is not exaggerated in that regard; 
certainly not largely exaggerated. And I desire 
to call the attention of the chairman of the 
committee and the House in this connection 
to the fact that these frauds are largely caused 
by paying pensions through pension agents, 
instead of distributing the money over the 
country through the various post offices where 
the pensioners are individually known. As it 
is now, the pension agents do not know the 
individual pensioners at all. They come in 
large numbers and form a line, waiting for 
their turn to be paid, and therefore there is no 
clHteck of identification. I eall the attention 
of the committee to the necessity of some 
change in making payment of pensions and in 
the identification of pensioners. 
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Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. That is a ye 
proper suggestion to be made to the Commit. 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. HALE. I meve to strike out the last 
word. Ido not intend to take upthe Valuable 
time of the committee to any extent. 

Mr. HOAR. With the geutleman’s permis. 
sion, I wish to call attention, in the line of the 
remarks of my colleague, (Mr. BuTLEr,] to the 
the fact that this condition of things create yoy 
only great frauds upon the public, but also x 
great annoyance on the part of honest pen. 
sioners, because the constant suspicion causes 
a great deal of delay to the honest pensioners 
in getting the pensions to which they are 
entitled. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. That wil] 
all be prevented by paying them through the 
post offices. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to call the attention of 
the committee to one or two instances of start. 
ling frauds found eut by the Pension Bureau. 
They will show how the Secretary of the Inte. 
rior and the Commissioner of Pensions have 
made up the estimate that so large a number 
of pensions is fraudulent. The Commissioner 
of Pensions has found, in a single instance 
arising out of the war of 1812, and the statutes 
passed for the relief of the survivors of that 
war, where between two and three hundred 
fraudulent cases were presented by claims 
agents in New York citv. The attention of 
the Department was called to them, and, an 
investigation being had, they were found to be 
a complete fraud from beginning toend. Some 
of these claims agents were indicted, tried, and 
convicted, and some were chased from this 
country into Canada. ‘This appropriation, 
increased from $47,000 to $75,000, is almost 
entirely in that direction for the detection of 
frauds. ‘There are stiil cases of this kind, as 
the Commissioner believes, all over the coun- 
try, and this increased appropriation is the eye 
of his department; he cannot see, or if he 
sees, he cannot work up the investigations, 
without it. I do not understand that there is 
any opposition to the amendment, but I wished 
to call the attention of the committee to the 
startling extent of these frauds. 

The question being taken on the amendment 
of Mr. GarFiELD, of Ohio, it was agreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows : 


United States Patent Office: 

For compensation of the Commissioner of the Pat- 
ent Office, $4,500; for Assistant Commissioner, $3,000; 
for chief clerk, $2,500; three examiners-in-chief, at 
$3,000 each; examiner in charge of interferences, 
$2,500; twenty-two principal examiners, at $2,500 
each; twenty-two first assistant examiners, at $1,800 
each; twenty-two second assistant examiners, at 
$1,600 each, two of whom may be females; one libra- 
rian, $2,000; one machinist, $1,600; five clerks of 
class four, eight clerks of class three, fifty clerks of 
class two, and forty-five clerks of classone; making, 
in all, $300,700. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
following amendment: 


In line eight hundred and seventy-three strike 
out “two” and insert ‘‘four;”’ so that it will read, 
‘twenty-four principal examiners, at $2,500 each. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move, also, 
the following amendment to this paragraph: 


In line eight hundred and seventy-three, after the 
word “dollars,” insert the following: ‘* trade-mark 
examiner, $2,500.”’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I also move 
the following amendment: 


In line eight hundred and seventy-four strike out 
the word “two’’ and insert the word “* four:”’ so that 
it will read, ‘*twenty-four first assistant examiners, 
at $1,800 each.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
the following amendment: 


In line eight hundred and seventy-nine strike out 
the word “‘five’’ and insert the word ‘‘six;’’ so that 
it will read, “six clerks of class four.’’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I also move 
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the following amendment, to correct a clerical 
error: ss wae _ , | 
. ight hundred and eighty, after the word | 
“ In tinGneert the word “five 7” so that it will read, | 
« gfty-five clerks of class two. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


For thirty permanent clerks, at $1,000 each; for | 
forty permanent clerks, at $900 ) | 
qraughtsmen, at $1,200 each for thirty-five copyists | 
f drawings, at the rate of $1,0 
fi r one messenger and purchasing clerk, $1,000 ; for 
ne skilled laborer, $1 200; for eight attendants in 
oepdel-room, at $1,000 each; for eight attendants in 
a idel-room, at $900 each; for thirty laborers, at 
$9) each; for six laborers, at $600 each; in all, 
$146,000. : 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Obio. 
following ame ndment: 

In line eight hundred and eighty-five strike out 
the word “two” and insert the word “three;”’ so 
that it will read, ‘three skilled draughtsmen, at | 
$1,200 each.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


For contingent and miscellaneous expenses of the 
Patent Office, namely, for stationery for use of office, 
repair of model-cases, stationery portfolios fordraw- 
ings, furniture, repairing, papering, painting, car- 
pets, ice, advertising. books for library, moneys 
refunded, printing engraved patent-heads, interna- 
tional exchanges, plumbing, gas-fitting, extra labor 
on indexes and abstracts for annual reports, fitting 
rooms, temporary clerks, laborers, and other contin- 
gencies, $90,000. 


Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. I move to 
amend by striking out ‘*$90,000’’ and insert- 
ing *$80,000,’’ for the purpose of inquiring 


I move the 





each; for two skilled | $850. 





bow this compares with the appropriation in 
the bill of last year. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. It is the same 
as last year. We have followed the bill of 
last year, except where we offer amendments. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. I with- 
draw my amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


For surveyor general of Oregon, $2,500, and for 
clerks in his office, $4,000. 


Mr. SLATER. I move to amend the para- 
graph as follows: 

In line nine hundred and forty-nine strike out 
“$4,000” and insert ‘* $5,400.” 

I desire to call the attention of the chairman 
of the Committee on Appropriations to the fact 
that the estimates for clerk hire in the office 
are $5,400. I wish to-have the appropriation 
in harmony with the estimates. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I hope the com- 
mittee will allow the item to stand as it is. 
We have taken the figures of last year. 


The question being taken on Mr. SLaTER’s | 


amendment, it was disagreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Department of Agriculture: ; 

For compensation of Commissioner of Agricul- 
ture, $3,000; chief clerk, $2,000; entomologist, $2,000; 
chemist, $2,000; assistant chemist, $1,600; superin- 
tendent of experimental gardens and grounds, $2,000; 
statistician, $2,000; disbursingclerk, $1,800; superin- 
tendent of seed-room, $1,800; librarian, $1,800; bot- 
anist, $1,800; four clerks of elass four, five clerks of 
class three, six clerks of class two, seven clerks of 
class one; engineer, $1,400; superintendent of fold- 
ing-room, $1,200; assistant superintendent of exper- 
imental garden and grounds, $1,200; assistant super- 
intendent of the seed-room, $1,200; three copyists, at 

0 each; two attendantsin museum, at $1,000 each ; 
chief messenger, $850; two assistant messengers; one 
carpenter, at $960; three watchmen, and eight labor- 
ers; making, in all, $74,670. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
following amendment: 


In line nine hundred and seventy-three, after 
the word “‘thousand ” first occurring in said line, 
insert the words “five hundred ;” so that it will 
read, “‘chemist, $2,500.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 

_ Mr. WILSON, of Ohio, I move the follow- 

ing amendment: 

. Lo line nine hundred and eighty-eight, strike out 

., 2500,” and insert *‘'$1,000;” so that it will read 
chief messenger, $1,000.” 

I desire to say that the Agricultural Depart- 
ment is very short of clerks. Last year the 
Commissioner asked for four additional clerks. 

€ was given two instead of four. He saw 
proper toemploy a competent young man to act 


I move the 


fy 
in the capacity of chief messenger; andinview | 


of the fact that the clerical force is so short 
and so inadequate to the duties that must neces- 
sarily be discharged, that messenger performs 


| a large part of the duties of a first class clerk 


He is a most competent and accomplished 
oung mau, has a small family—to his honor, 
Tet it be said—and really cannot live upon 
I hope the committee will allow him 


000 per annum each: || #7 additional $150, thus giving him a salary | 


altogether of $1,000. Now, Mr. Chairman, [ | 
am well aware that chief messengers, as a rule, | 
do not receive more than $850 a year. [am | 
not prepared to refer to many instances in | 
which 


messenger in the Patent Office gets $1,000 a 
year, and I hope it will be the pleasure of the 
committee to adopt this amendment. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I[ am always 
glad to oblige my friend and colleague, but if 


for all the Executive Departments of the Gov- 
ernment, and raise the pay of all chief mes- 
sengers to $1,000 a year. In all the various 
bureaus of the Interior Department, Post 
Office Department, and the Treasury Depart- 
ment, the chief messengers get $840 a year 
and the assistant messengers $720. Now, if 
we set this one example, and put the pay of 
this messenger of the Agricultural Department 
at $160 a year more than men doing similar 
service receive elsewhere, then good-by to 
any equality in the matter. I hope, therefore, 
that my friend will not press this amendment. 
I would much prefer to give an additional 
clerk, rather than break the rule by increas- 
ing the pay of the chief messenger. 

The question was then taken upon the 
amendment of Mr. Wiison, of Ohio, and it 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. 
ing amendment : 

In line nine hundred and ninety, strike ont 
eight” and insert “nine;’’ so that the clause will 
read, ‘‘and nine laborers.” 

Mr. Chairman, I have to say that for all the 
labors that must necessarily be performed at 
the Agricultural Department they have but 
eight laborers. Now, it will be remembered 





I offer the follow- 


elapsed since the building of the Agricultural 
Department was taken possession of by the 
Commissioner. It was built within two years 
in what was absolutely a common, containing 
about thirty-five acres. A very large amount 
of work has already been done, but a large 
amount more must necessarily be done in 
order to make the grounds creditable either to 
agriculture or to the country. The Commis- 


the Committee on Appropriations did not seem 
disposed to allow him that increase of force. 
He is willing to take one ifhecan get him. If 


he can get. 
not deny the Commissioner one additional 
laborer. 

I desire to say further, and I direct my re- 
marks especially to my colleague, the chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations, that 





such persons do receive more, but I || 
| have a very distinct recollection that the chief |, 


his amendment prevails it will set an example || 


| 
| 
| 


' . 
|| three in number. 


| 


by gentlemen that scarcely five years have | 


sioner asked for two additional laborers, but | 


he cannot get what he wants he will take what | 
Now, I hope the committee will | 


| 
| States. 
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ommendations and amendments to the Com 
mittee on Appropriations. They are two or 
I am not authorized by the 
committeetoacceptthem. The first one [ felt 
obliged to resist. We have reported these appro- 
priations a little under the estimates sent to 
us from the Department, following the appro- 
priations of last year exactly. My colleague’s 
amendments would make the appropriations 
about half way between the estimates and the 
appropriations of last year. If the House 
chooses to adopt them, [ shall not resist. 

The question was taken upon Mr. WiLson's 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 

The.Clerk read the following paragraph: 

For purchase and distribution of new and valuable 
seeds and plants, $40,000; for expenses of putting up 


the same, for labor, bagging, paper, twine, gum, and 
other necessary materials, $5,000, 


Mr. WHITTHORNE. I move to amend 


| that paragraph by striking out ‘* $40,000,"’ and 


inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘$60,000,’’ and by 


| adding to the paragraph the following: 


Provided, That $20,000 of said sum shall be ex- 


| pended in the purchase and distribution of sueh 
| seeds and plants as are adapted to the soil and eli- 


rate e southern States, and which shall be 
distributed by the Commissioner through the officers 
of the State and county agricultural societies in said 


mate of t 


Mr. Chairman, I do not know that I can add 
any force to the suggestions contained in the 
| amendment itself. It is well known to this 
| House that fora long period of time the south- 
'ern States were without the benefit of seeds 
| from this bureau, and it is well known also 
| that the southern States have been and are 
now engaged in asystem of labor new to them; 
and with that new system of labor I trust it 
will receive aid and encouragement at the 
hands of this Government. I trust that the 
Government will give them the benefit of new 


|| seeds and new plants to aid them in diversify- 


| ing their industry. I trust that mv amendment 
| will receive the approbation of this Committee 
of the Whole, and be adopted. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I trust that this 
|} amendment will not prevail. Our friends in 
the South were too busy in another direction 
| during the time they were deprived of these 
| seeds to have made good use of them, even if 
they had received them, and | really do not 
know that we ought now to compensate them 
for it. I hope the amendment will not pre- 
vail. 

Mr. RAINEY. 
may be again read. 

The amendment was accordingly read. 
|| The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the amend- 
_ ment has been exhausted. 
| Mr. WHITTHORNE. 

amendment. 

| Mr. POTTER. I renew it, and will yield 
|| to the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
| Ratney] for a short time. 

Mr. RAINEY. Iam opposed to this amend- 
ment because, in my judgment, its effect will 
|| be to deprive a class of poor men in the South 
| of the facilities now accorded to them through 
|| the Agricultural Department. In many por- 
|| tions of the southern States we have no agri- 
| cultural societies; that is to say, no societies 


I ask that the amendment 


I withdraw the 


| 
| 





Department of Agriculture left out of this bill, 
some of which are absolutely indispensable for 
| carrying on the Department successfully. They 


which has just been rejected by the commit 
tee, to a mere fraction over $4,000. I believe 
$4,070 is the precise sum. Now, I beg leave 


Department but what is a matter of necessity. 


| time of the committee. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will simply 





to assure the committee and my colleague that 
not one single dollar has been asked for this | 


there are sundry little appropriations for the | 


say that my colleague has submitted his rec- || much neede 


of which the poor men of that country are 
members. We have agricultural societies 
| organized for the purpose of perpetuating 
'| certain sentiments in the South. Those agri- 


| amount in toto, including the amendment | cultural societies are upheld by men whose 


| sentiments and spirit are in opposition to the 
|| poor men of the country. I believe that if 
|| the seeds and plants which are now distributed 
by the agency of the Agricultural Department 
were placed at the disposal of these agricul- 


| 
1} “ue 
|| tural societies of the South, the poor men of 


I hope that these few amendments which I | that country would not get the quota of them 
| offer will be adopted, and without any debate, | 
for I have no desire fo consume the valuable | 


which they now obtain through their Repre- 
sentatives. I am in favor o: increasing the 
| amount of eee for the distribution 
|| of seeds eT ants, for I believe they are very 

by us in the southern States. 
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But I am certainly opposed to having them 
distributed by the agricultural societies of the 
South, for I know full well that the poor men 
of that country will not get the benefit of them. 
For that reason, I hope this amendment will 
not be adopted. 

Mr. POTTER. I think the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Rainey] has mistaken 
the scope of the amendment offered by the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Wuirruorne. ] 
It is not to confine to any society the distri- 
bution of that quota of seeds and plants here- 
tofore distributed through the agency of mem- 
bers of Congress, but it is to make an addi- 
tional distribution through the agricultural 
societies of the southern States, which shall be 
beyond the amount which would otherwise be 
distributed under this bill as reported from the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

The suggestion of the gentleman from Ohio, 
Mr. Garrit.p,] that the people of the South 
ave not for some years past devoted their 

time and attention exclusively to agricultural 
occupations, and therefore they ought not now 
to have the benefit of a supply of seed and 
plants, seems to me not to be exactly in the 
fine of remark which might be looked for from 
him. Surely seeds and plants are not distrib 

uted as rewards for good behavior, or with- 
held as a punishment of bad behavior toward 
the federal Government; but they are distrib- 
uted for the purpose of developing the agri- 
culture and productions of the country. And 
if that is the end of the distribution, then surely 
it cannot be material how the people of any 
pees section to which they may be sent 
1ave comported themselves in @ political or in 
a legal point of view. 

Now, sir, as to the methods by which these 
additional plants and seeds are to be distrib- 
uted, I can only say that for myself, represent- 
ing as I do a large agricultural district, | should 
be very glad if this distribution was made wholly 
through agricultural societies, not only that I 
myself might be saved the labor of it, but also 
because | believe au agricultural society would 
distribute them more intelligently and wisely, 
and more for the good of the community than 
I could distribute them. If, therefore, there 
is to be an additional distribution—for that is 
the scope of his amendment—if there is to be 
an additional distribution of plants and seeds 
in the South, where surely they have occasion 
for their distribution, then it seems to me that 
it ought to be made exactly in the method con- 
templated by the gentleman from Tennessee, 

Mr. Wuirrnorne,]} and it will take nothing 
from the source of distribution which now 
exists. 

Mr. HALDEMAN. I move to amend the 
amendment by striking out the proviso. Iam 
not willing that the worthy gentleman who at 
present presides over the Agricultural Depart- 
ment should, even by implication, be charged 
with injustice to any section of this country. 
I believe that under the organization of that 
Department be now uses agricultural societies 
wherever he can, and that perhaps one half of 
the seeds now distributed by that Department 
are distributed through such organizations 
wherever they exist. 

I favor the increase of the appropriations 
for seeds, because 1 do not know a Department 
of the Government which is doing so great a 
financial good for the people as the Agricul- 
tural Department. It is well known that most 
of the cereals and fruits that we enjoy are not 
indigenous to this country. It is a general 
law that fruits and cereals brought here from 
another clime deteriorate in this country in the 
course of years. 1t isnot sufficient to say that 
slovenly tillage accounts for the great falling 
off in the yield of wheat from thirty bushels 
an acre to about twelve, or the great deteriora- 
tion in the yield of oats, which now never bear 
the standard weight. I have seen in my own 
district such immense benefit derived from 
new seeds of wheat and oats, and from new 
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grafts of Russian apples on our pivenek| 
when they are failing, that I cannot hesitate | 
to support heartily an appropriation of $20,000 || clerk of class one rather than 


for the distribution of new seeds, when such 
an appropriation promises an increase in 
aggregate amount of our agricultural produc- 
tion, which now is three times the product of 
our iron interests, our cotton and woolen man- 
ufactures, our railway service, and our fisheries 
all combined. When we are legislating for all 
those interests, how can we hesitate*about the 
propriety of an additional appropriation of 
$20,000 for the distribution of new seeds which 
are wanted for the purpose of replacing worn- 
out seeds, and adding to the immense income 
derived in this country from agricultural pro- 
ducts? And we should hesitate the less when 
this appropriation is to be expended through 
a Department which is universally conceded to 
be economically administered in every respect. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Hatpeman] desire a 
vote on his amendment? 

Mr. HALDEMAN. I hope the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr, Wuirruorye] will ac- 
cept it 

{r. WHITTHORNE, I desiretosay in reply 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
HaLpEMAN,] that in offering this amendment 
I did not intend to reflect upon the Commis- 
sioner of Agriculture. The idea as to the 
method of distribution was obtained, I may 
be permitted to say, from the Commissioner, 
who suggested it as a means of securing a 
thorough and perfect distribution of the seed 
which the Government has to distribute. Ido 
not mean to say that the Commissioner had 
any ideaof the introduction of this amend- 
ment, for no gentleman had but myself, and I 
only a short time before the introduction of 
the proposition. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The committee 
have proposed to give in this clause as report- 
ed the exact amount asked for by the Depart- 
ment, which is supposed to know better than 
we possibly can the demand throughout the 
country for seeds. If, on a mere individual 
recommendation, we swell this total by an ad- 
dition of $20,000 beyond what is asked for by 
the Department, we shall be all at sea in our 
appropriations. I hope that the House will 
reject the amendment without further debate, 

Mr. HaLpeMan’s amendment to the amend- 
ment was not agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs on 
the amendment originally offered by the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Wuirrnorns, } 
withdrawn by him, and reifewed by the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Porrer, } 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. I move to amend 
by inserting ‘‘eight’’ instead of ‘*seven’’ in 
line nine hundred and eighty-one ; so that the 
clause will read, ‘‘ eight clerks of class one.’’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The paragraph which 
the gentleman proposes to amend has been 
passed, and the amendment cannot be enter- 
tained except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. I hope no one will 
object. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
to going back. 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. Will not my col- 
league permit me to make a correction? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no objec- 
tion to that. 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. I understood my 
colleague to state that the Committee on 
Appropriations have this year allowed to the 
Agricultural Department as large an appro- 
priation as was given toit last year. He is mis- 
taken aboutthat. The amount is considerably 
below that allowed last year. The estimate 
submitted by the Commissioner was within 
three hundred dollars of the amount appropri- 
ated last year, but the committee thought 
proper to cut down the amount, and we are 
now trying to get it up again. I have sought 


J must object 


to offer this amendment because 





paceman ase, 


a 


. my coll 
said that he would prefer to give us ane’ 


increase the 





salary of the messenger. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Of course | 
would ; but I cannot consent to go back to 


allow this amendment to be offered. 


Mr. SPEER, of Georgia, 
before four o'clock.) 
mittee rise. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Let us go on till 
four o'clock; then I will not object to the 
motion. 

Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. I withdraw the 
motion. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


For stationery, $2,000; for freight charges, $1.99), 
for fuel, $1,800; for lights, $500; for repairs of buily! 
ing, heating apparatus, furniture, and water and Rai 
pipes, $1,200; for keep of horses, $1,000; for new fur. 
niture, $1.000; for paper, twine, and gum for folding. 


room, $300; for cases for the Department Museu 
$1,500; for collecting and modeling specimens of 


fruits and vegetables, and collecting and preparing 
specimens for the museum and herbarium, $2.\y). 
for eases for the library, $1,000; for entomologic,| 
works of reterence, $250; for botanical works of ref. 
erence, $250; for complete electrical and other ap. 
paratus for researches in vegetable physiology, $5). 
for works on chemistry, mineralogy, and charts, 
$500; for current agricultural works for the library 
$290 ; for miscellaneous agricultural periodicals, $259: 
for completion of valuable sets in the library, $25): 
for inc®iental and miscellaneous items, namely, for 
advertising, postage, telegraphing, dry goods, soap 
brushes, brooms, mats, oils, paints, glass, lumber 
serewere, ice, purchase of old reports, $3,000; in all’ 


Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. I offer the following 
amendment : 

In line ten hundred and eight, after the word 
horses,” strike out ‘*$1.000,”" and insert ‘* $1,500.” 
so it will read, ** for the keep of horses, $1,500.” 

Mr, Chairman, allow me to say that is pre- 
cisely what was allowed last year for the same 
number of horses, and I will take the vote 
without further argument. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. I move to strike out, 
in lines ten hundred and seventeen, ten hun- 
dred and eighteen, and ten hundred aud nine- 
teen the words, ‘‘for complete electrical and 
other apparatus for researches in vegetable 
physiology, $500,’’ and insert in lieu thereof, 
‘for repairs and changes, $500.”’ 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. There is no 
objection to that, as it does not change tle 
amount. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. I move, in line ten 
hundred and twenty-five, after the word ‘‘dol- 
lars,’’ to insert, ‘‘for chemical and contingeut 
expenses, $700."’ 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
was omitted by mistake. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON, ot Ohio. I move, in line 
ten hundred and twenty-eight, to strike ou! 
‘three’? and insert ‘‘five;’’ so that it will 
read, ‘‘for the purchase of old reports, $5,000.” 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I think not. 

Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. That is precisely 
the sum appropriated last year. [am inform: 
ed by the disbursing clerk that it will be all 
used up. It is known to a great many gentle: 
men thatthere are a great many expenses which 
cannot be foreseen, and such expenses must 
be paid out of the contingent fund. It is well 
known that under the law they cannot take the 
appropriation for one object and devote it to 
any other object, and in consequence some 
$2,300 of the amount voted last year to the 
Agricultural Department was covered into the 
Treasury. We ask only to be placed where 
we were last year. Give us $5,000, and if that 
amount be not used let it be covered into the 
Treasury, 

The amendment was agrged to. 

Mr. PARKER, of Missouri. I move that 
the committee arise. , 

The motion was agreed to, and the commit 
tee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. WHee_ER cepurte 
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that the Committee of the Whole on the state | 
of the Union had, according to order, had | 
nder consideration the state of the Union 

conerally, and particularly the bill (H. R. No. 
5990) making appropriations for the legisla. | 
tive, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending June 30, 1873, | 
and for other purposes, and had come to no 

resolution thereon. 


Cc. W. DENTON. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a letter from the Secretary 
of the Interior in relation to the claim of C. 
W. Denton for depredations committed on 
his property by Indians, from the year 1854 to 
the year 1860; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


CHRISTOPHER WEIDNER. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, in reference to the 
claim of Christopher Weidner on account of 
depredations committed on his property by 
Kiowa Indians in 1868; which was referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. | 

| 
| 
| 





HENRY HEGMAR. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- | 
sent, laid before the House a letter from the | 
Secretary of the Interior, in reference to the 
claim of Henry Hegmer for depredations 
committed on his property by Cheyenne 
Indians in 1870; which was referred to the | 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 





JOSEPH HEWSLEY. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a letter from the | 
Secretary of the Interior,in reference to the 
claim of Joseph Hewsley on account of dep- 


redations committed by Navajo Indians in | 


1868; which was referred to the Committee 
of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS HETHERINGTON. 
The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 


sent, laid before the House a letter from the | 


Secretary of the ‘Treasury, in reference to the 
claim of Thomas Hetherington on account 
of depredations committed on his property in 
1867 by Cheyenne Indians; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

BICKFORD AND STANLEY. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, in reference to the 
claim of Bickford & Stanley on account of 
depredations committed by Kiowa Indians in 
1864; which was referred to the Committee 
of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


CURTIS AND COLE. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, in relation to the 
claim of Curtis & Cole for depredations com- 
mitted on their property by Cheyenne and 
Kiowa Indians in 1864; which was referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SESSION OF SATURDAY. 


Mr. RANDALL. I move that when the 
House adjourns to-morrow, it be to meet on 
Monday. Bat while making this motion I am 
willing to allow an amendment which would 


look to @ session on Saturday for debate only. | 


If gentlemen want the session on Saturday 


merely for debate I would not object to that | 


arrangement. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
that several gentlemen desire to speak on gen- 
eral topics, and I will therefore move that the 
session of Saturday be for debate only as in 
Committee of the Whole, no business whatever 
to be transacted. 











I understand | 
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The motion of Mr. Garrretp, of Ohio, iin | to-morrow to think over it, and I therefore 


agreed to. 
Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the 


| 
} 
| 
| 


move that the House do now adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 


vote by which the motion was agreed to; and || (at four o’clock and five minutes’ p. m.) the 


also moved that the motion to reconsider be | 
laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


COLUMBIA DEAF AND DUMB INSTITUTION, 


The SPEAKER. Under the statute relative 
to the Columbia Institution for the Deaf and | 
Dumb, the Speaker of the House of Repre- | 
sentatives is required to appoint two visitors. | 
The Chair nominates the following: Mr. Henry | 
L. Dawes of Massachusetts, and Mr. JAmEs | 
Brooks of New York. 


HARBOR OF SAVANNAH, GEORGIA. 


Mr. McINTYRE, by unanimous consent, 
offered the following resolution; which was | 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and is 
hereby, requested, at his earliest convenience, to 
furnish this House with a copy of the report of the 
engineer of the Department in relation to the sur- 
vey of the harbor of Savannah, Georgia, ordered in 


the Forty-First Congress, with a copy of report made | 


by the engineer in charge of said survey to the 
engineer’s department. 





Mr. McINTYRE moved to reconsider the | 


vote by which the resolution was adopted; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


POST OFFICE SPKCIAL AGENTS. 
Mr. BARRY, by unanimous consent, pre- 


sented a letter from Hon. J. A. J. Creswell, 
Postmaster General, to Hon. W. H. Barry, 


chairman of the Committee on Expenditures | 


in the Pust Office Department, asking an ap- 
of the Post Otlice Department; which was 


and ordered to be printed. 
STATE OF ALABAMA. 


Mr. BARRY also, by unanimous consent, | 
presented a joint memorial of the General | 
Assembly of the State of Alabama; which was | 
referred to the Committee‘on the Public Lands, | 


and ordered to be printed. 
REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS. 


Mr. L. MYERS, I ask unanimous consent 
to offer the following resolution for reference : 


Be it resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there | 


be printed four thousand copies of the annual report 
of the Commissioner of Patents for 187% for the use 
of the Senate, ten thousand extra copies of the same 
for the use of the House, and five thousand extra 
copies of the same for distribution by the Commis- 
sioner of Patents. 


The House has done away with the publication 
of that report. 


for printing the brief report of the Commis- 
sioner. 

Mr. RANDALL. I have no objection to 
that. 
the law, referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing. 

HILLYER VS. M INTYRE. 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. I rise to 
a question of privilege. The Committee of 
Elections, to whom was referred the claim of 


contested-election case of Hillyer vs. McIntyre, 
amounting to $375 87, have had the same 


mend the passage of the following resolution : 


Resolved, That Virgil Hillyer be paid out of the 
House contingent fand the sui of $375 87 in full for 
expenses incurred in the contested-clection case of 
Hillyer vs. McIntyre. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Are the com- 
mittee unanimous in that recommendation ? 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsion. They 
are. 


Mr. COX. 


Mr. RANDALL. I cannot agree to that. | 





Mr. L. MYERS. The gentleman mistakes | 
the object of this resolution. This is merely | 


The resolution was introduced, and, under | 





Virgil Hillyer for expenses incurred in the | 


under consideration, and unanimously recom- || 


House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. BARBER: The petition of citizens 
of Wisconsin, praying an act giving to all 
soldiers, sailors, and marines, who enlisted in 
the service of the United States for the sup- 
pression of the late rebellion, $8 334 per 
month for the entire time served. 

By Mr. BIGGS: The memorial of John 
R. Price, Benjamin F. Allen, and some 100 
others, vessel-owners, of Maine, Pennsylva- 
nia, Massachusetts, and Delaware, praying the 
improvement of the harbor at New Castle, 
Delaware. 

By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: The petition 
of 58 citizens for an appropriation for Ashta- 
bula harbor, on Lake Erie. 

By Mr. HALSEY: The remonstrance of 
employés of Gregory & Co., of Jersey City, New 
Jersey, against a change of the existing tariff 
laws abating or abolishing duties upon such 
articles as are successfully produced in this 
country. 

By Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts: The 
petition of the heirs of Joseph Moody, deceased, 
of Kennebunk, Maine, for payment of French 
claims. 

By Mr. HOOPER, of Utah: The petition 


|| of Edwin D. Woolley and Isaac Grew, admin- 
propriation to pay additional special agents | 


istrators of John M. Woolley, for protection 


\| of their rights to their road in Little Cotton 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, | 


Wood caiion. 
By Mr. KELLEY: The remonstrance of the 


| workers in the Saucon iron-works and others, 


ce tizens of Lower Saucon township, Pennsyl- 
vania, against the abatement or abolition of 
duties upon such articles as are produced in 
this country. 

By Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of Ran- 
dal Browne and Lucy Smith, citizens of Nash- 
ville, ‘Tennessee, praying compensation for 
property captured by the rebels while it was 
in the use of the United States. 

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of B. C. 
Eberly and 200 others, citizens of Oberlin, 
Ohio, asking Congress to grant one quarter 
section of land to every honorably discharged 
sailor and soldier, without requiring actual 
residence. 

By Mr. PERRY, of Ohio: The petition of 
Henry Boreman and 250 others, Union soldiers 
in the late war, praying an act giving all soldiers, 
sailors, and marines an amount per month 
therein mentioned, and an amendment of the 
act of July 15, 1870, allowing the entry of land 
therein provided without actual settlement and 
cultivation. 

By Mr. RANDALL: The petition of Ellen 
Burns, widow of Daniel Burns, late a private 
in company K, sixth Pennsylvania cavalry, 
asking relief. 

By Mr. ROGERS: Two remonstrances from 
iron-workers in the sixteenth congressional 
| district of New York, against any change of 
the existing tariff laws abating or abolishing 
duties upon such articles as are successfully 
produced in this country, and praying the 
repeal of all duties upon tea, coffee, and the 
necessaries of life not produeed in the United 
| States. 





I think we had better have till | 


By Mr. SLOSS: The petition of citizens of 
| Morgan county, Alabama, asking that Samuel 
| Romines be permitted to sell goods, wares, 
| liquors, and merchandise in that county with- 
| out paying the United States internal revenue 
| tax. 


| By Mr. STOWELL: The petition of Samuel 


G. Sheffield, H. B. Burnett, W. D. Brengle, 
and 55 others, citizens of Henry county, Vir- 
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ginia, and manufacturers of tobacco, asking a 
uniform rate of tax on all manufactured tobacco 
at sixteen cents per pound. 

Also, the petition of William Crompton, 


German Pace, Ik. W. Barksdale, P.B. Gravely, | 


J. H. Pedigo, and 180 others, citizens of Dan- 
ville and vicinity, Virginia, and manufacturers 
of tobacco, asking a uniform rate of tax on 
all manufactured tobacco at sixteen cents per 
ound, 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of Wash- 
ington Frisbee, of Maryland, praying an invalid 
pension. 


By Mr. UPSON: The petition of Lewis W. | 


Jones and 86 others, workers in the Lake 
Shore rolling-mill, of Cleveland, Ohio, against 
a change of the existing tariff laws abating or 
abolishing duties upon such articles as are suc- 
cessfully produced in this country, and for the 
repeal of all duties on tea and coffee. 
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Also, the petition of E. E. Clapp and 43 | 


others, workers in the foundery of I 
Glass & Co., of Cleveland, Ohio, upon the 
same subject. 


POST-RKOUTE BILLS INTRODUCED. 


ettingill, | 


The following were introduced and referred | 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 


Koads: 


By Mr. SLOSS: A bill to establish a post | 
route from Tuscumbia, by the store of James | 


Saint, to Newberg, Alabama. 


By Mr. WILSON, of Indiana; A bill to | 


establish a post route frem Bethel, Wayne 


county, Indiana, to Holansburg, in Darke 


county, Ohio. 
IN SENATE. 
Fripay, January 26, 1872. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. Newman, 
D. D 


The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was | 


read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the | 


Senate a letter of the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with the acts of July 11, 
1870, and March 3, 1871, copies of the examina- 
tion and survey of different | 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from 
the Secretary of War, transmitting, in compli- 


ance with the act of April 21, 1808, a statement | 


of contracts made during 1871 by the various 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


1arbors; which was || 


in the late war and were honorably discharged 
may be allowed $8 33} per month, deducting 
the bounty heretofore received; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military A ffairs. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of col- 
ored citizens of Altoona, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing Congress to speedily puss the supplement- 
ary civil rights bill; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFEREED. 


On motion of Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut, 
| it was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of Eliza 
Whiting be withdrawn from the files of the Senate 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
On motion of Mr. SCHURZ, it was 


Ordered, That R. H. Brown have leave to with- 
draw his petition and papers from the files of the 
Senate, 


On motion of Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, 


it was 


Ordered, That Simeon Farnsworth have leave to 
withdraw his petition and papers from the files of 
the Senate. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. PATTERSON, from the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S No. 500) granting two million 

_ acres of public lands to the Districtof Colum- 

| bia for educational purposes, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 876) to fund 
the debt of the city of Washington, existing 
June 1, 1871, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. KELLY, from the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads, to whom was referred 


| the bill (H. R. Ne. 383) to authorize the con- 


| 


| struction of a bridge across the Missouri river 


at or near St. Joseph, Missouri, reported it 
with amendments, 


Mr. WINDOM, from the Committee on 
Patents, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 476) for the extension of letters.patent 
to Alexander Smith and Halcyon Skinner, 
| reported it without amendment, and submit- 

ted a report thereon; which was ordered to 
_ be printed. 


POSTAL TELEGRAPH, 

| Mr. RAMSEY. I am requested by the 
_ Committee on Printing to offer the following 
resolution, and ask for its present consid- 
| eration: 


_ Resolved, That one thousand copies of Senate dill 
| No. 341, and of the accompanying report No. 20, be 


bureaus of the War Department; which was |, printed in pamphlet form for the use of the Senate. 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
He also laid before the Senate a letter from 


the Treasurer of the United States, transmit- || 
ting, in compliance with the act of September | 
2, 1789, quarterly accounts of the receipts and || 


expenditures of the United States for the fiscal | 


The resolution was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to. 
BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. CALDWELL asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


yeur ending June 30, 1870; which was ordered | No. 538) for the relief of Alfred D. Pierce, 


to lie on the table. 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES. 
The VICE PRESIDENT presented a com- 


munication from the Parliament of Brazil, | 


transmitting a copy of their proceedings; which 


| postmaster at Somerville, Ottawa county, 


| Kansas; which was read twice by its title, 


referred to the Committee on Post Offices 

and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. MORTON asked, and by unanimous 

consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 


was referred to the Committee on the Library. | (S. No. 539) authorizing the construction of a 


CREDENTIALS, 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the credentials of | 
Hon. William B. Allison, chosen by the Legis. | 


lature of the State of lowa a Senator from that | 


State for the term commencing March 4, 1878 ; | 
which were read and ordered to be filed. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of Georgia in favor 
of the removal of political disabilities ; which 
were reterred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Wisconsin, late soldiers of the Army, prayin | 
that soldiers, sailors, and marines who served | 


| 


| railroad bridge across the Ohio river at or near 
'| Evansville, in the State of Indiana; which was 


read twice by its title, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous con- 


| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No 


540) granting a pension to Eliza Bates; which 


| was read twice by its title, and with the ac- 


_ companying papers referred to the Committee 
' on Peusions, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CARPENTER asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a 
bill (S. No. 541) for the relief of Samuel A. 
Wilkins ; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I introduce this bill 
by the request of the person interested, know- 


| ing nothing of the merits of the case 


| no way poners to support the bill | 
| ducing it. 


’ and in 


; , DY intro. 
move its reference to the Com. 
| mittee on Claims, and that it be printed, 
The motion was agreed to. 


| 


| ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
|| Mr. SHERMAN. If the morning busines. 
is through, | desire to move to take up a bill 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. 4c 
| THONY in the chair.) Senate resolutions ars 
| in order. 
| Mr. MORTON. Have Senate resolution, 
| been called for? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chai, 
is now calling for them. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire ‘to call up Sep. 
ate bill No. 2. introduced by the Senator from 
New York, [Mr. Fenton,] in regard to the 
collection of customs. I should like to haye 
the amendments acted npon. I do not think 
there will be serious objection to the amend. 
ments. 


} 


I desire to make progress with the 


and went over on account of the expiration of 
the morning hour, may not be considered gs 
morning business beforea bill can be called up? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Not accord. 
ing to the practice of the Senate. There is no 
unfinished business in the morning hour, 

Mr. SHERMAN. Under the circumstances, 
I will give way to the Senator from Indiang, 
although I think it is a waste of time to call yp 
now the resolution he wishes to have acted 
upon. 
| Mr. WRIGHT. I ask the Senate to give 
| way fora moment. A local bill is on the Caleo- 
dar for a post route, that has been on the Cal: 
endar since April last, to which I think there 
will be no objection. It is House bill No. 434, 
to establish certain post roads in the State of 
Iowa. It was reported several months ayo, 
and | supposed it had passed until yesterday, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator from Indiana yield? 

Mr. WRIGHT. i am sure there will beno 
objection to this bill; it is a local bill that 
came from the House of Representatives last 
spring and was reported favorably by the com- 
mittee, and it is a matter of importance to 
have it passed as soon as possible. 

Mr. MORTON. I would yield with pleasure 
to the Senator from Iowa, but that I have just 
insisted on my motion against the Senator 
from Ohio. If I yield at all, I should have to 
yield to the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I ask the Senator from 
Ohio if he has any objection to my caliing uw 
this bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not make any objec: 
tion to it. 

Mr. MORTON. Will not the Senator let 
that pass over until I get through with the 
motion I have made? Perhaps he will have 
time then. 

Mr. SUMNER. What is the motion of the 
| Senator? 

Mr. WRIGHT. I desire to leave the Cham 
ber in a very few minutes on some business, 
and would be very glad to get this bill througl. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
| Senator from Indiana yield to the Senavr 
from Iowa? 


Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. 
POST ROUTES IN IOWA. 


Mr. WRIGHT. Then, I move to take up 
House bill No. 434. 
The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded 
| consider the bill (H. R. No. 434) to establish 
| certain post routes in the State of Indiana. lt 
| establishes, as post routes, from Franklin, 
| Winnesheek county, State of Iowa, to Wash: 
ington Prairie, in the same county ; also, from 
aukon, in Allamakee county, State of lows, 


| bill. 
Mr. MORTON. [I inquire whether a Senat 
resolution that has been under consideratioy, 
| 
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via Rud’s, Dorchester, and Wilmington, to 
Caledonia, in the State of Minnesota. _ 
The bill was reported to the Senate without ! 





amend 
the third time, and passed. 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. MORTON. I now move that the Sen- | 
ate proceed to the consideration of the reso- 
jution fixing the time for the adjournment of | 
this session of Congress. vine 

Mr. SUMNER. I do not think it is expe- 
dient for us to launch into the broad sea of | 
discussion opened by that resolution; cer- 
tainly not now during this morning hour when | 
we have come here to-day expressly to devote 
ourselves to another business. hope the | 
Senator will see that it is not expedient to 
press that resolution to-day. There are vari- | 
ous topics which are closely associated with | 
it which must be discussed. They cannot be 
discussed adequately between now and one | 
o'clock, when the Senate will necessarily pro- 
ceed with the apportionment bill. I think 
it would be a better economy of our time if 
we proceeded at once to the apportionment 
pill, instead of entering upon the other dis- 
cussion. 1 ask for the yeas and nays on 
taking up this resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It is manifest that this 
resolution of the Senator from Indiana is going 
to lead to debate. I am very anxious that we || 
should, if possible, get through with the appor- | 
tionment bill to-day. I ask the Senator from | 
Indiana, under the circumstances, if he is not || 
willing now that we should take up the appor- | 
tionment bill, and go on with it at once? I | 
think he will accomplish nothing by bringing || 
up at this time the resolution he desires to | 

| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
} 








have acted upon. ‘There will be but a half 
hour, and there is an evident disposition by 
some persons to discuss the question. Had 
he not better let it lie, I suggest to him, until 
it will not be cut off by some other matter? It 
would be cut off at one o’clock anyhow. If 
he will withdraw his motion, I will ask the 
Senate to proceed at onceto the consideration 
of the apportionment bill. 

Mr. COLE. 


I have a couple of bills that I || 
should like to dispose of, one from the Com- | 
mittee on Appropriations, that has come to us || 
from the House, and I hope the Senator from || 

| 


Indiana will allow me to dispose of them, as | 
it appears very distinctly now that debate will | 
follow the taking up of the resolution which 
he names. | 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
tion ison the motion of the Senator 
Indiana. 

Mr. MORTON. I do not think there will | 
be much discussion on the resolution. It | 
seems some discussion is threatened, and we | 
had some the other morning, but I think if | 
the resolution be taken up perhaps we can get | 
a vote on it before one o'clock. It has been | 
pending some time, and I have given way from | 


wes to time for the accommodation of every- 
oay. 


Mr. COLE. 


ues- 
rom 


If it can be taken up and acted 


tion. Indeed, I would like to have it dis- 
posed of. 
_The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques. || 


tion is on the motion of the Senator from | 


| 
ou without debate I have not the least objec- || 
iI 





ment, ordered to a third reading, read | Pomeroy, | 
| Stewart, Vickers, and Windom—32. 


| ator from 


| ment will be so modified. 


Indiana, to proceed to the consideration of | 


the resolution named by him, upon which the 
yeas and nays have been ordered. 

lhe question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 24, nays 17; as tollows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Caldwell, Carpen- 
ter, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Ferry of Connecticut, 

erry of Michigan, Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, Gil- 
bert, Hamilton of Texas, Hitchcock, Lewis, Morrill 
of Vermont, Morton, Norwood, Osborn, Ramsey, 
Seott, West, Wilson, and Wright—24. 

NAY S—Messrs. Blair, Davis of Kentucky, Davis 
of West Virginia, Goldthwaite, Johnston, Kelly, 


| 
| 


Saulsbury, Sawyer, Schurz, Sherman, Sprague, Ste- 


te 
tock . , , i J "| 
Trumball—it ton, Sumner, Thurman, [ipton, and 


‘ | of West Virginia, Fenton, Goldthwaite, 
SENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Boreman, |, Kelly, Norwood, 


|| Brownlow, Buckingham, Cameron, Casserly, Chand- 


ler, Clayton, Cooper, Cragin, Edmunds, Fenton, 
Hamilton of Marylend, Hamlin, Harlan, Hill, Howe, 
Kellogg, Logan, Morrill of Maine, Nye, Patterson, 
Pool, Pratt. Rice, Robertson, Spencer, 


So the motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolu- 


tion is before the Senate, and will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Represent- 
atives concurring,) That each House of Congress 
shall be adjourned sine die by the Presiding Officer 
thereof on Wednesday, the 29th of May, 1872, at 
twelve o’clock m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion pending is on the amendment of the Sen- 
Missouri [Mr. Scuurnz] to the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Sumner, ] which will be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment to the 
amendment, as follows: 


Also laws that shall provide for a reduction of the 
tariff and internal taxation, and a reform in the 


| civil service of the United States. 


Mr. SCHURZ. Will it be in order for me 
to modify my amendment to the amendment? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Certainly. 

Mr. SCHURZ. I withdraw so much as 
relates to the tariff and to internal revenue, 
so as to preserve only so much as refers to the 
civil service. [I believe the Senator from 


| Michigan [Mr. CuanpLeER] commenced a 


sneech on that subject the other day. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 


The amendment 


| to the amendment will be read as modified. 


The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


Also a law that shall provide for a reform in the 
civil service of the United States. 


Mr. SCHURZ. I will merely remark that 
if the Senate resolves to adjourn without hav- 
ing passed a law providing for a reform of the 
civil service it is thereby indicated that the 
Senate of the United States does not care any- 
thing about the reform of the civil service. 

Mr. MORTON. Not much. 

Mr. SUMNER. I should like the yeas and 


- 


| nays on that question. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. CORBETT. I suppose there will be 
time enough during the next three months to 


| pass the civil service bill for our friend from 


Missouri, if he desires to press it. 
Mr. SCHURZ. In answer to the Senator 


from Oregon, I would say that, so far, the | 
| public business has not progressed at all; that 
| there are a great many subjects upon which 
| we shall have to legislate—apportionment bills, 


revenue biils, and so on; that our time will be 
very limited, and that if we say now when we 
will adjourn, it will be in the power of almost 


any minority in this body to prevent any legis- | 
| lation upon any given subject. 


Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President, my friend 
from Missouri, and those upon that side of the 
House, I believe have talked upon civil service 


reform until we are thoroughly informed as to | 


the importance of it; and I think wecan take 


ion time that it || ; 
are ome ee uate re ne ay | || do as much business by that time, and be as 


may be presented. 1 think it is highly im- 
portant that we should fix a day of adjourn- 
ment, so that we may vote upon the various 
questions as they arise, and decide them, and 
let us go to our homes, and let the business 
of the country have some rest. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


| is on the amendment to the amendment, a 


which the yeas and nays have been ordere 


Mr. CARPENTER. If the 


Pischtenl Sumner, Thurman, Tipton, and Trum- 
ull—16, 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Caldwell, Car- 
pear. Chandler, Cole, a Corbett, Cragin, 
jdmunds, Ferry of Connecticut, Ferry of Michigan, 
Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, Gilbert, Hamilton of 
Texus, Hamlin, Harlan, Hitchcock, Kellogg, Mor- 
rill of Vermont, Morton, Osborn, Ramsey. Rice, 
Seott, Sherman, Spencer, Sprague, Weat, Wilson, 


} and Wright—82. 


ABSENT— Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Boreman, 


| Brownlow, Buckingham, Cameron, Casserly, Clay- 


Pomeroy, 





' and | hope that the Senator will not attempt 





\ 
| ‘ 
|| that most of those voting with him agamst my 


| 
} 


| 
' 


ton, Cooper, Hamilton of Maryland, Hill, H 


/ f owe, 
Lewis, Logas, Morrill of Maine, Nye, 


Patterson, 
ool, Pratt, Robertson, Sawyer, Stewart, 
Vickers, and Windom—25, 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion recurs on the amendment of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumyer. ] 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let it be reported. 

The Cuter Cierk. The amendment is, at 
the end of the resolution to insert: 

Provided, That there shall be no adjournment of 
Congress until after the passage of a supplementary 


civil rights law, securing equality before the law 
without distinction of race or color. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I move to amend the 
amendment by adding these words : 

Nor until the Senate shall have an opportunity to 
come to a vote upon the bill from the House of 
Representatives to repeal the duty on coal. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. If our old 
and respected Senators are disposed to fili- 
buster on this resolution, [ hope when the 
morning hour has expired we shall vote to 
sit this question out to-day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Illinois to the amendment. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let us have the yeas and 
nays on that. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, before I 
make a few remarks on this proposition I wish 
to appeal to my friend, the Senator from Indi- 
ana, who has introduced this resolution, to be 
good enough to state his reason for thus urging 
it. He does nothing without good reason, [ 
know; and it may be that if he will be good 
enough to state his reason we shall all see our 
way to follow him. As at present advised, I 
do not, but I await with interest what the Sen- 
ator shall say himsell, as the reason why we 
should adopt his resolution, and especially in 
view of the amendment now proposed by the 
Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I do not 
wish to debate this question. ‘The Senate has 
indicated now by a number of votes its desire 
for the adoption of this resolution. I think 


> 


to prevent the final action of the Senate by 
interposing atwendments of this character. I 


|| am for the Senator’s supplementary civil rights 


bill, as he knows; but if we cannot pass it by 
the 29th of May, we cannot pass it at all, and 
I am opposed to saying that we will stay here 
until we do pass it, and I say to the Senator 


resolution this morning will vote against his 
civil rights bill. 
If we fix the time for adjournment, we can 


'| ready to adjourn by the 29th of May, as we 


shall be by the 15th of July if we do not fix 
the time. It gives fully four months, ample 
time to do the business required from this 


|| Congress. Whenever we stay here a long time 
_ and have long sessions, we are always abused 


amendment | 


should pass and the Senate should finally | 


consider the subject of civil service reform, 
and vote not to pass a law on the subject, it 
cannot adjourn at all, [ suppose. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 16, nays 32; as follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Blait, Davis of Kentucky, Davis | 29th of May. 


~ 


ohnston, 


Saulebury, Schurz, Stevenson, 


|| know’of no such purpose. 


' 


by the Democratic press for staying here and 
talking a great tan and wasting the people’s 
money. When we propose to make a short 
session, aud when it is obvious that we can do 
itand at the same time take time enough to do 
all the necessary business, it is then intimated 
| that there is some deep political scheme at the 
| bottom of it. So far us | am concerned I 
I believe that we 
/ can do all the business of the country by the 
If we fix the time we shall 


| work upto it. If we do not fix the time we 





reabeers (oe &> 
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shall waste time as we have already done this 
session. But from the day that we fix the time 
of adjournment we shall commence the busi- 
ness of the session in earnest, and we have 
four months, and that is ample time to get 
through with it. 

‘bere are various other reasons that might 
be urged for fixing the proposed day of ad- 
journment; but I do not think it is necessary 
to debate the question. I think the judgment 
of the Senate has been indicated repeatedly 
on this question. 

Mr. SUMNER. Iam glad the Senator has 
made the explanation. You have heard him, 
and now you shall hear the answer; and [ 
know that no person can answer the answer. 
1 know the Senator himself cannot answer it, 
J know that there is no Senator on this floor 
able enough to answer the answer which I 
shall now make to the Senator. 

I have before me, sir, the Globe of May 6, 
1870, when there was a motion—mark you, not 
January 26, but May 6—for final adjourament 
on July 4; and how was that encountered by 
my friend from lndiana? Why, sir, he pleaded 
with his accustomed eloquence that we could 
not dojustice to the tariff; and that is the very 
question that is now presented by the Senator 
from Illinois, that if we follow his lead now 
we shall leave our duty undone on the great 
question of revenue reform, beginning with 
action on a bill that has actually come into 
this Chamber from the other House. The 
question now isurgent. Itis practical. It is 
before the Senate. The Senator proposes by 
a vote now to cut off the opportunity of that 
discussion which, on another occasion, he in- 
voked ; aye, sir, not only invoked, but which 
with all his power he insisted was absolutely 
necessary. 

And now, sir, do | overstate him at all? 
Here are his words 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Will the 
Senator from Massachusetts permit me to ask 
him if that question has not since that speech 
been acted upon, and if we have not reduced 
the revenue very largely both in the way of 
internal taxes and the tariff duties? 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator will find him- 
self answered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Therevenue was larger 
this year under the tariff than ever before. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from Ver- 
mont will find himself answered, not by me, 
but by the Senator frem Indiana. Now, if I 
can have the attention of my friend from Ver- 
mont, the Senator from Indiana answers him: 

“Mr. Morton. Mr. President, on the statement 
made bere the other day with regard to the business 
yet to come before the Senate, it seems to me to be 


impossible that it should be transacted intelligently 
by the time fixed for adjournment in this resolution.”’ 


How sensible as well as how broad was the 
Senator in his remark! The business could 
not be transacted intelligently before July 4. 
Says he: 

“There is one great subject on which the other 
House hus been engaged for a number of weeks, and 
which will encounter just as much difficulty in the 
Senateas inthe House. I allude to the question of 
the tariff. That is a vexed question.” . 

Why, sir, is it not the vexed question now? 
Is it not the vexed question by the very motion 
made by the Senator from IMinois? My friend 
proceeds: 

“Tt is very important to the country that that 
question shall be settled correctly” — 

Is be not right?— 

“and itis very impo i 
that it shall wh how te pordbe eg | menieen pet 

Is he not right again? Is the Senator, a 
Republican, (not a better Republican than 
some others on this floor,) ready now to 
abandon what he said in 1870? He then 
proceeds: 


“I speak of that simply as one question. It is 
much more important that we shall do the busi- 





ness of this country, and do it right, than it is’ 


to adiourn’’— 
When does the Senator say ?— 
“by the Ist of July or by the lst of August.” 











| anxious to get away than 





The 1st of July or the 1st of August, sir! 
No idea of haste, then! 


‘**T am sure that I stay here with as much difficulty 
and with as much reluctance as anybody, and I do 
not think there is a Senator in this body who is more 
Lam; and yet I feel that 
if I were to so act as to hurry through such import- 
ant business, or to go away leaving it undone, I 


| should be derelict in the performance of my duty.” 


Sir, it is not I that say that, but the Senator 
from Indiana; he says ittohimself. He then 
proceeds: 

“There are many other important questions be- 
sides that of the tariff which we are yet called upon 


to consider; and I do hope that the Senate will not 
fix a time now”— 


Observe the energy of his language— 

‘‘and I do hope that the Senate will not fix a time 
now, but leave it open forseveral weeks ’— 

Observe, Mr. President, ‘‘for several weeks’’— 
** until we can see at what time we can with propri- 
ety adjourn.” 

That was said May 6, 1870. 

“*Why, sir, there seems to be a mania for adjourne 
ment; it seems to me to be almost a mania.” 

That is what the Senator says. 

“When this time was first suggested I thought 
favorably of it, because I supposed we might get 
through; but upon econsideration’’— 

Not hastily, but ‘upon consideration ’’— 
**T am satisfied we cannot get through; and if there 
be Senators here who from any cause cinnot remain 
until the end of the session, it would be better for 
the Senate to give them leave of absence, and let 
them go away and leave their associates here, that 
the business may be done. There are some great 
questions yet to be disposed of, and questions that 
ought to take time.” 

Were there any greater questions then than 
now? The Senator, I know, will not trifle with 
the great question of equal rights. He will 
not say that that question is to be degraded 
out of sight. He then proceeds: 

“* Mr. President, there has been a good deal of com- 


plaint about the length of time that has been con- 
sumed in debate uponcertain questions. Those ques- 


| tions were not questions of an economical charac- 
ter; they were not in regard to the disposition or | 


the acquisition of public lands; but they were great 
questions that went to thevery existence of the Gov- 
ernment, and in my judgment there has not been an 
hour too much spent in the discussion of those ques- 
tions; for, sir, the publie mind is yet unsettled with 
regard to them, and the action of this body shows 
that after all the discussion that had taken place 
there were Senators who were scarcely able to make 
up their minds on which side they should vote. And 
when there are questions of so great difficulty to be 
disposed of those Senators cannot better serve the 
country than by taking time toconsiderthem. This 
is especially intended to be a deliberative body, and 
I do not sympathize with those who claim that the 
Senate ought to vote without understanding what 
they are voting upon. A single error committed in 
regard to a great question of reconstruction, orsome 
question that goes to the future peace of generations, 


and it may be to the existence of the Government—a | 
single error of that kind cannot be atonedfor. The | 


time that is taken in considering such questions is 
not time lost.” 


Now, sir, I ask the Senate to listen to what 
follows. I want you to see 
and how pointedly the Senator addresses him- 
self to his own resolution now : 


** There is a question coming before us now upon 
which the best minds in pazore and in America 
have been divided for the last hundred years—the 
question of the tariff. It is aquestion that we ought 
to consider fully”’— 


Sir, 1 am not speaking now; it is the Sen- 
ator from Indiana— 


‘and we cannot do our duty to ourselves and to our 
country unless we do consider it fully.’”’ 


So says the Senator. 


* Bat, sir, if we bind ourselves to adjourn by the 
4th of July we cannot do it.”’ 


He then says: 


** That will be equivalent to saying to the country 
that we shall vote on that question without discus- 
sion. I do not pretend that I understand that ques- 
tion. There aresome pam who always understand 
every question from the time it is first mentioned, 
who understood the Georgia question and every 
other from the time it was first mentioned. I do not 
belong to that category. I find occasion to change 
my mind frequently, and my mind is often changed 
by the result of discussions on this floor. I am open 
to the reception of light from discussions, and I in- 
vite it. I do not belong to those who understand 
everything from the beginning and think the Senate 
ought to vote on the most difficult questions without 
discussion.” 


Sir, a good lesson to all. The Senator 


how eloquently | 





January 26 


fe a 


offers himself in this Chamber as an example 
of generosity in debate. He is against limit. 
ation of discussion, especially ou the tarig 


ee 
| He is anxious that there should be a free {je}, 


for that most important discussion. And vet 
he brings forward now—— , 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The morp. 


|| ing hour having expired, it becomes the duty 
|| of the Chair to call up the unfinished business 
of yesterday, which is the apportionment }ji| 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President 

Mr. SUMNER. I have not done. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
order of the day. 
tinue all day. 

Mr. MORTON. I move to suspend the 
present and all pending orders for the purpose 
of finishing up this resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Indi. 
ana has not the floor for any such motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Sena. 
tor from Illinois is entitled to the floor on the 
bill before the Senate, which is the unfinished 
business of yesterday. 





I shall insist on the 
n . . . , 
This discussion may eon. 













ee 


APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask the Clerk to report 
the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pil 
(H. R. No. 243) for the apportionment of Rep- 
resentatives to Congress among the several 
States according to the ninth census is before 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, and 
will be read. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Unless some Senator 
should desire it, I will not ask to have the ori- 
ginal bill read or the amendments which have 
been reported to the Senate, but will endeavor 
to state as briefly as | ean what the two bills are, 
the differences between them, and the princi- 
ples on which this apportionment is made. 

The Constitution of the United States 
requires in its first article, in the third para- 
graph of the second section, that ** Represent- 
atives shall be apportioned among the sey- 
eral States which may be included within this 
Union, according to their respective numbers ;” 
‘*that the actual enumeration shall be made 
within three years after the first meeting of 
Congress,’’ and ** within every subsequent term 
of ten years, in such manner as they shall by 
law direct;’’ that ‘‘ each State shall have one 
Representative ;’’ and the Constitution then 
proceeds to make an apportionment among 
the respective States. This was the first appor- 
tionment made when the Constitution of the 
United States was adopted, assigning sixty- 
five members to the various States of the 
Union. 

It is manifestly impracticable to make an 
apportionment entirely perfect. You cannot 
adopt any number as a divisor of the popula- 
tion of the States that will not leave remain- 
ders; and from the beginning, in the apportion- 
ment of representation, or nearly from the 
beginning, fractions have been represented. 
The rule adopted usually has been to fix upon 
a certain number of which the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall consist, and then divide the 
representative population of the United States 
by that number and use the quotient as 4 
divisor of the representative population of each 
State, and then to make up the number, (being 
the difference between the numbers assigned to 
each State by that division and the number that 
has been fixed for the House of Representa- 
tives,) by assigning to the largest fractions 10 
each State a member until you reach the 
requisite number. 

will state very briefly, before referring to 
the particular bill that has passed the House 
of Representatives, what has been the prac 
tice of the Government. I said that the Con- 
stitution itself apportioned Representatives 
originally among the respective States, assign- 
ing to them sixty-five members. By an act 
passed on the 14th of April, 1792, the first 
apportionment took place under the census of 
1790. By that act the House of Representa- 
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to consist of one lrundred and 


tives was made ) 
e. ‘he next apportionment took 


five members. 
niace OI . “ " 
‘¢ the House of Representatives was then 
creased to one hundred and eighty-one. The 
.hird apportionment took place in 1822, 
ict passed on the 7th of March of that year, 
“1 the number of Representatives was in- 
creased to two hundred and twelve. 
an apportionment took place upon the census 
of 1830, and the House of Representatives 
was increased to two hundred and forty. In 
i450 Congress passed what was intended to 
ve a permanent law fixing the number of 
‘he House of Representatives at two hun- 
and thirty-three, and directing the Sec- 


ired 
ares 


In 1832 ! 


: the census of 1810, and the number | 


retary of the Interior, afier the taking of the | 


census, Which was then about to be taken, 
and of all subsequent censuses, to apportion 
the representation among the several States 
yon the basis of two hundred and thirty- 
‘hree members; but an act was passed shortly 


after this act of 1850, on the 50th of July, | 
1832, which increased the number of mem- | 


pers to two hundred and thirty-four, so that | 


the House of Representatives, under the ap- 
nortionment of 1850, consisted of two hun- 
dred and thirty-four members. In 1860 the 
Secretary of the Interior proceeded to make 
the apportionment in pursuance of the act 
of 1800, assigning two hundred and thirty- 
three members to the House of Represent- 
atives; but after he had made his report, 
Congress by an act added eight members to 


the two hundred and thirty-three, making | 


the House consist of two hundred and forty- | 


one members, and assigning these additional || 


members to the eight States having the 
largest fractions. Since the passage of this 
act of 1862, which fixed the number of the 
House of Representatives at two hundred and 


forty-one, the States of Nevada and Nebraska | 


have been added to the Union, and have had 
assigned to them one member each, making 


that the House of Representatives to-day 


consists of two hundred and forty-three mem- | 


bers, and if no law should be passed on the 
subject at all, it would be the duty of the See- 
retary of the Interior to make an apportion- 
ment upon the act of 1850, as amended by the 
subsequent acts, by which the House of Rep- 
resentatives would consist of two hundred 
and thirty-three, or perhaps two hundred and 


thirty-four members under the act passed in 
1852, 


Having stated so much in regard to the || 


history of the different apportionments, I call 
the particular attention of the Senate to the 
iact that the number of Representatives has 
been reduced. The largest House of Repre- 
sentatives which we ever had before 1863 was 
that apportioned under the census of 1830. 


In the apportionment that took place under | 


that census the State of New York had forty 
members, and other States in proportion. 
That was the largest House of Representatives 
we ever had until the present number was 
fixed. By these different apportionments, 
many of the States, most of the old States, 
have lost a portion of their representation. 
Massachusetts at one time had twenty mem- 
bers inthe House of Representatives; Virginia 
at one time had twenty-three ; New Hampsbire 
once had six; it now has three. That has 
been the case with nearly all the old States, so 
that there is nothing new in the reduction of 
the number of members from a State, nor is 
there anything new in reducing the size of the 
House of Representatives. It has been re- 
peatedly done, and various States have lost 
members at almost every apportionment that 
has taken place. 

The bill which comes to us from the House 
of Representatives makes the number of mem- 
bers two hundred and eighty-three, and it 
assigns to every State in the Union a repre- 
Sentation in Congress equal to the number it 
now has, except the States of Vermont and 
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by an | 


New Hampshire. Each of those States will 
lose a member by the bill that has passed the 
House of Representatives. Lvery other State 
will either retain the number of members it 
now bas, or have an increase under the House 
bill, In making this apportionment, two ques- 
tions arise, and if I can have the attention of 
Senators | will state what they are. 

It will be observed that by the clause of the 
Constitution of the United States which | have 


| already read, the apportionment is to be made 


among the several States ‘‘ according to their 
respective numbers,’’ but there is another pro- 


| vision iz the Constitution which says that each 


State shall be entitled to one member. ‘The 


| Constitution itself assigns one member to each | 


State. 
the population of those States which have less 
than the requisite number to entitle them to 
a Representative be first deducted from the 
aggregate population, and the number of mem- 


The question therefore arises, shall | 


bers assigned to these small States deducted | 


from the aggregate number of Representatives 
of which the House is to consist, and the re- 


maining Representatives constitute the divisor | 


for the remainder of the representative pop- 


| ulation of the United States, or shall you take 





| was to be adopted. 


the whole number of Representatives, in- 
cluding those assigned to the States that have 


not the requisite population for one member, | 


and make that the divisor of the entire repre- 
sentative population of the United States? 
The Committee on the Judiciary came to 
the conclusion that the Constitution of the 
United States had itself apportioned repre- 
sentation, so far as assigning one Representa- 


tive to each of the States which may not have | 


| a sufficient number of population to entitle it 


to a Representative upon the basis which 
This is the case with four 
States in the Union; for instance, Nevada 
has a population of only 42,000; Nebraska, 
Oregon, and Delaware, each of them, have 


|| not the requisite population to entitle them to 
two hundred and forty-three members, so | 


one Representative upon any basis that would 
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Mr. MORTON. Does that include the four 
constitutional Representatives? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Assigning four Repre- 


| sentatives in the first place to the four small 


States, and taking out the population of those 
four small States and dividing the remainder 
of the population of the United States by 279, 
instead of 283, will leave a quotient of 135,240, 
so that in the other States of the Union which 
have a population sutlicient to entitle them te 
a Representative there will be apportioned a 
representation equal to the number of times 
that 155,240 is contained in the population of 
the respective States; and on that calculation 
you have the House bill. 

But after going through with the bill and 
dividing the population of each State by 135,- 


| 240 and adding up the quotients, you do not 


get 279 members, because of the tractions that 
are left over; instead of 279 you get 262; and 
in order then to make up the 279 you have 
to add 17 for fractions, and the bill from the 
House adds those seventeen members to the 
respective States having the largest fractions; 
and if you will look over the bill you will see 
what States those are. There are seventeen 
States that have a representation on fractions, 
according to the House bill, but no fraction 
of less than a moiety has a Representative 
assigned to it, and every fraction exceeding 
a moiety has a Representative. It so hap- 
pens that, according to the House bill, every 
fraction of more than a half has an additional 
member, and no fraction of less than a half 


| has an additional member. 


Now, if | have made myself understood in 
regard to the House bill, 1 will state the differ- 


| ence between that and the bill as reported by 


| the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. 


The 
committee came to the conclusion that it was 
not advisable to increase the number of mem- 
bers in the House of Representatives; that 


| that body was already large enough for the 
| convenient transaction of business; and that 


| be likely to be adopted by the two Houses of || 





Congress. The constitutional mode, therefore, 
of apportioning this representation appeared 


| to the committee to be this: that we should 


first determine of how many members the | 


House of Representatives ought to consist. 
The House determined that it should consist 
of two hundred and eighty-three ; the Senate 
committee determined on two hundred and 
forty-three. I will speak of that hereafter. 


| to lose Representatives. 


to increase it to a larger number would em- 
barrass the House in transacting the ordinary 
business of legislation. I have already stated 
to the Senate that it is no new thing for States 
Several of the old 
States have lost half the Representatives they 
had some years ago, and the most of them 
have lost more orless. The commitiee, there 


| fore, came to the conclusion that it was advis- 


But by way of illustration, taking the bill as || 
it has passed the House which apportions to | 


the various States of the Union two hundred 
and eighty-three members, the rule of making 


this apportionment, in the opinion of the com: | 


mittee, would be to add together the popula- 
tion of the four small States, which are Dela- 
ware, Nebraska, Nevada, and Oregon; alto- 
gether they have only a population of 381,422 
persons; but they are entitled under the Con- 
stitution to four Representatives, while the basis 
of representation upon the bill as it passed the 
House of Representatives would be 135,239,533. 
Thus, it will be seen that these four States, 
with four Representatives, having only 351,422 
inhabitants, would get more than their propor- 
tion if we divided the entire population by the 
entire number of Representatives. 

Taking, then, the House bill and deducting 
from two hundred and eighty-three four for 
the small States, it leaves two hundred and 
seventy-nine. Deducting their population, 
381,422, from the entire population of the 
United States, which, according to the census, 
is 88,113,253, it leaves a representative popu- 
lation of 37,731,831. Dividing that remainder 
by 279, the number of Representatives, after 
ou have deducted four for the smali States, 
it makes the number of population to entitle 
the people to a Representative, 155,239,°%%, 
and the fifty-three hundredths being more 
than a half, for convenience I will say 135,240. 
This I understand to be the basis of the 
House bill. 


|| culation. 


| 


able to retain the present number of Repre- 
sentatives in the House without any increase. 
[ have already stated that that number is now 
two hundred and forty-three. 

The committee then proceeded upon the same 
principle which I have stated in reterence to the 
basis, as | suppose, of the House bill to make 
the apportionment. We deducted the tour 
members which tlie Constitution assigns to the 
four small States from two hundred and forty 
three, leaving two hundred and forty-nine. We 
also deducted from the entire population of 
the States of the Union, leaving out of course 
the Territories, the population of these four 
States, and we divided the two remainders, 
the one by the other, and apportioned to the 
respective States in the Union the number that 


| they would be entitled to according to that cal 


It so happens that in a House of two 


| hundred and forty-three members, and dividing 


the two remainders, the remainder of the popu- 
lation less the four small States by 239, that 
would lack just seventeen of the number two 
hundred and thirty-nine, and according to th: 
bill as reported seventeen States have members 
upon their fractions, and each of those frac 
tions in a@ House consisting of two hundred 
and forty-three members is larger than « 
moiety, and no State with a fraction less than 
a moiety has a Representative. It singularly 
so happens that whether you have a House 
of two hundred and forty-three or two hundred 
and eighty-three, seventeen members will be 
assigned to the fractions in each case, and no 
fraction of less than a half will have a member 


; In any Case. 
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There is one other question to which, per- 
haps, [ought to call the attention of the Sen- 
ate in connection with this matter. 
teenth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States provides: 

* But when the right to vote at any election for 
the choice of electors for President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the t nited States, Representatives in Con- 
greas, the executive and judicial officers of a State, 
or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied 
to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being 
twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United 
States, or in any way abridged, except for partici- 
pation in rebellion or other crime, the basis of rep- 
resentation therein shall be reduced in the propor- 
tion which the number of such male citizens shall 
bear tothe whole number of male citizens twenty- 
one years of agein such State.” 

‘The Senate is aware that no law has been 
passed to carry out this provision of the four- 
teenth amendment; but the Secretary of the 
Interior in his instructions issued to the assist- 
ant marshals who were to take the census, 
directed them to ascertain how many persons 
were deprived of the right to vote, being male 
citizens of the United States, and upward of 
twenty-one years of age, for any other reason 
than participation in the rebellion or the com- 
mission of crime, and they have reported to 
us in the census tables that there are in the 
various States of the Union 43,329 such per- 
sons. The largest number reported in any 
State is in the State of Missouri, which is 
reported to have 9,265; but in all the States 
some persons, according to this report, are 
deprived of the right to vote who are twenty- 
one years of age and upward and male citi- 
zens of the United States. I suppose that 
arises out of laws in most of the States which 
prevent idiots, lunatics, and paupers from 
voting. I do not know otherwise how they 
found in some of the States any persons 
deprived of such rights. But the Secretary 
of the Interior and the Census Bureau do not 
place much reliance on these returns. 
to the Secretary's desk, and ask to have read 
for the information of the Senate, a letter from 
the Secretary of the Interior as to the relia- 
bility of this table: 

The Chief Clerk read the following letter: 

DerarTMent oF THE INTERIOR, 
WASHINGTON, December 11, 1871. 





Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the hon- || those elections for several days 


orable House of Representatives, under date of the 
7th instant, I have the honor to transmit a table 
exhibiting “‘the number of inhabitants, excluding 
Indians not taxed, in each of the States and Terri- 


tories of the United States, as ascertained by the 


last census, 

Also, “‘the number of male inhabitants in each 
State being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of 
the United States, whose right to vote in such State 
at any election tor the choice of electors for Presi- 
dent and Vice President of the United States, Rep- 
resentatives in Congress, the executive and judicial 
officers of a State, or the members of the Legisla- 
ture thereof, is denied, or in any way abridged, 
except for participation in rebellion, or other 
ecrime.”’ 

l have also deemed it proper to add a statement 


of the number of male citizens of the United States | 


twenty-one years of age and over, as the same have 
been returned by the assistant marshals of the sey- 
eral States, 

It is necessary to state, in transmitting these tables, 
that the Department is disposed to give but little 
credit to the returns made by assistant marshals in 
regard to the denial or abridgment ot suffrage. The 
unfavorable judgment of the Department in respect 
to this single class of statistics is formed, first, from 
the application of certain statistical tests, and sec- 
ond, from a consideration of the agencies employed, 


which are not deemed adequate to the determina- | 


tion of th® numerous questions of difficulty and 
nicety which are involved. 

I have further the honor to state, that it is not in 
the power of the Department to give “the number 
of male inhabitants of each State twenty-one years 


of age and over,’ as required by the resolution of | 


the honorable House of Representatives. It is not 
expected that these statistics will be prepared for 
some months to come. Itneeds, perhaps, to be stated 
that the corresponding statements tor the eighth 
census were not issued trom the press until October, 
1864. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
C. DELANO, Secretary. 
Hon. James G. Biarxe, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. It will be observed that 
the Secretary of the Interior and the Census 
Bureau place very little reliance upon these 
returns for the reasons which are stated in that 


The four- | 


I send | 


aS 
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| letter; but I desire to say to the Senate that 
the committee have taken the pains to make 
up a table, which bas been laid upon the desks |, 
of Senators, and which is the second table in | 
| ber of electors equal to the nu 
1a3 been made after applying the | 
_ fourteenth amendment on the basis of the re- i 


the printed pers by which it will be seen that 
a calculation 


turns from the Census Bureau, and it so hap- 
pens that it does not affect the representation of 
any State in the Union; the result is precisely 
the same. So there is no importance, if the 


bill recommended by the committee should be || 
adopted, whether you take into the caiculation | 


the number of persons not entitled to vote, as 
reported by the Census Bureau, or not, and 
that will avoid, perhaps, any controversy in 
the Senate on that subject as to whether we 
ought to take them into the account, because, 
if taken into the calculation, it does not vary 
the result, as you will see by the tables which 
the committee has taken the pains to prepare 
and have printed and laid on the desks of 
Senators. 

Now | believe I have explained the differ- 
ence between these two bills in regard to the 
apportionment. There are one or two other 
amendments reported to the House bill. The 
bill, as it came trom the House, fixes the same 
day for the election of members of Congress 
throughout the United States from and after 
the year 1876. The committee have recom- 
mended that we strike out 1876 and insert 
1872, so that the election of the members of 
Congress shall take place on the same day 
throughout the United States at the next elec- 
tion, and ever afterward. The committee 
have also annexed a proviso to the third sec- 
tion of the bill, which I will read: 


Provided, That in any State in which by law the 


polls are held open more than one day for the elec- | 


tion of State oflicers, the polls, for the election of 
members of Congress in such State in A. D. 1872, 
shall be held open for the same length of time, 
beginning on the day above specified in this section. 


The reason for that proviso is this: the first 


part of section three fixes a particular day 


when members of Congress are to be elected, 
and the committee were informed that in some 
of the southern States elections were only 
held at the county seat, and that they continued 
This clause 
is inserted so as to allowthem to continue the 
election for members of Congress in the same 
manner as they do for State officers, it being 


| supposed that it was impracticable for all the 


voters in a county to go to the county seat and 
vote on the same day. 

The Committee on the Judiciary have also 
proposed to add a section to the bill, which I 
will read: 


Src. 6. That should any State, after the passage 
of this act,deny orabridgetheright of any ofthe male 


| inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years 


ofage, and citizens of theUnited States, to vote at any 


election named in the Constitution, article fourteen, | 


section one, except for participation in the rebellion 


_ or other crime, tae number of Representatives ap- 
| portioned in this act to such State shall be reduced 


in the proportion which the number of such male 


| citizens shall have to the whole number of male 


citizens twenty-one years of age in such State. 
The object of that is to carry out the four- 


‘teenth amendment of the Constitution, and 
_in case any of the States of the Union should, 


after the passage of this act, deny to any of 
their male citizens specified in the Constitution 
the right to vote otherwise than for the cause 
there assigned, the Congress will take occa- 
sion to reduce their representation in the man- 
ner provided for in the Constitution ef the 
United States. 

I believe, M¥. President, this completes all 
that it is necessary to say in explanation of 
the bill, although tliere is one other question 
which has been raised by some persons that I 
do not think has any necessary connection 
with the bill that it may be proper to allude 
to. The Constitution of the United States, in 
providing for the election of President, declares 
that ‘‘each State shall appoint, in such man- 
ner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a 
number of electors equal to the whole number 





| State may be entitled in the Congress,”’ 


|| the present Congress, or whether it is ¢ 
| the number that shall be assigned in the 
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tionment which we are about to pass. 
is to take effect when it passes. 

Mr. COLE. Not until 1878, as I under. 
stand. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It takes effect at onos 
as a law; but the members elected next {,) 
will take their seats on the 4th of March, 1873. 
and the question has been mooted by some 
persons as to how many electoral votes the 
States will be entitled to, whether they wil] ha 
entitled to a number according to the number 
of Representatives which shall be assigned by 
the bill that we pass on the apportionment 
made upon the census of 1870, or to a numbey 
based on the number of Representatives yoy 
apportioned in the present Congress. The 
language of the Constitution I have just read. 
It says, ‘‘the whole number of Seuators and 
Representatives to which the State may he 
entitled in the Congress.’’ That unquestion. 
ably means the Congress when the President 
is to be inaugurated. The President does not 
come into office until 1873, and the number 
of members that we elect to the Congress ty 
take their seats on the 4th of March, 1873, 
governs the number of electors that the State 
is entitled to elect on the same day, of course 
adding the Senators to the Representatives. [| 
think there ought to be no doubt as to what was 
the intention of the Constitution ; but if there 
was any doubt it was settled by the men who 
made the Constitution. 

I have already stated to the Senate that the 
first apportionment that ever took place after 
the one made in the Constitution itself was 
by an act passed on the 14th of April, 1792, 
when there were apportioned to the various 
States of the Union one hundred and five 
members. An election of President took 
place in the fall of 1792, and each State 
appointed as many electors as it would have 
members and Senators in the Congress which 
was to convene on the 4th of March, 1793. 
But the Congress of the United States took 
action upon that subject, many of the very 
men who made the Constitution being in that 
Congress, and Washington himself, who pre- 
sided over the Convention, being the then Pres- 
ident, he having been elected in 1783; and 
they declared : 


**That except in case of an election of President 
and Vice President of the United States prior to the 
ordinary period, as hereinafter specified’’— 


That is, where a vacancy occurs— 


** electors shall be appointed in each State for the 
election of a President and Vico President of the 
United States, within thirty-four days preceding 
the first Wednesday in December, 1792, and within 
thirty-four days preceding the first Wednesday in 
December in every fourth year succeeding the last 
election, which electors shall be equal to the num- 


|| ber of Senators and Representatives to which tho 
| several States may by law be entitied at the ime 


when the President and Vice President thus to be 
chosen should come into olfice.”’ 


That was the law passed in 1792, approved 
by Washington, and made by the men who made 
the Constitution, and it is the law now. It has 
never been changed. 

Mr. MORTON. Does not that settle the 
question ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think that onght to 
settle the question, if there was any doubt 
about it; but I did not suppose really that 
there ought to have heen any question upov 
the subject. However, the question has some 
times been raised ; it was in 1853 in this body, 
notwithstanding this law. Mr. Borland, o! 
Arkansas, in 1852, just prior to the presiden: 
tial election, introduced this resolution into 
this body: 


“That the number of electoral votes to which each 
State shall be entitled in the election of President 
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rs esident of the United States in 1852 shall 
and Vico number of Senators and Represent- 
oe = to which each of said States would be found 
eotitied by the apportionment under the enumera- 
ent of 1800, as provided by the act for taking the 
vent and subsequent censuses, approved March 
98, 1850.” 


That resolution was considered in the Senate 


| 
ty 


| 
| 





Mr. TRUMBULL. 
done before. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I only allude to it because 


That has never been 


it 


i 


in a question of this kind, which has to be > 


acted on by a great number of people without 


| any Opportunity of conference, itis well enough 


and referred to the Committee on the Judi- || 


ciary, which, after investigating it, made a i 
report, and, as it is very short, 1 will ask the 


Secretary to read. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


“The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred the joint resolution (S. R. No. 22)inrelation 
to thenumber of electoral votes which each State will 
be entitled to in the presidential election of 1852, 
made the following report: : 

“The Constitution provides that ‘ each State shall 
appoint, in such manner as the Legislature thereof 
may direct, a number of electors equal to the whole 
number of Senators and Representatives to which 
the State may be entitled inthe Congress, 

“The act of Congress of March 1, 1792, passed be- 
fore any election of President had been held under 
a new apportionment, gives a construction to this 


clause of the Constitution in these words: * Which | 
electors (of President and Vice President) shall be | 


equal tothe numberof Senators and Representatives 
to which the several States may by law be entitled 
at the time when the President and Vice President 
thus to be chosen should come into office.’ The new 
apportionment under the. first census took effect 
from ant after the 3d of March, 1795, (act of 14th 
April. 1792.) : i d 
the Statesgave anumber of electoral votes for Presi- 
dent and Vice President cqual to the number ot 
their Senators and_ Representatives respectively, 


from and after the 31 of March, 1793, the 3d of March, | 
1813, and the 3d of March, 1838; and the act of 1850 | 


having a similar provision to that of 1792, so it must 
be in the next election next fall. That is, the States 
will vote under the new, and not under the oid 
apportionment. Under these circumstances, the 
committee are of opinion that no further legi-lation 


jt from a joint to a single resolution. This is done 
by striking the word ‘ joint’ out of the title.’’ 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


resolution reported by the committee subse- 


quently passed the Senate without a division, | 


after some little discussion was had upon it, 


the Senate coming to the conclusion that no | 
legislative action was necessary, as the act | 


of 1792 had setiled the matter, and if any 


question could be setiled by legislation and | 


by a long line of precedents reaching almost a 
century, | should think this was settled so as 
notto beraised again. The election of 1792, the 
election of 1812, the election of 1832, and the 
election of 1852, all took place upon an appor- 
tionment based upon the census immediately 


before; uot according to the number of mem- | 


bers which the House had in the then Congress, 
but according to the number it would have in 
the Congress when the person elected became 
President. 
muiter at all, but I had heard the question 
mooted, and took the trouble to look up the 
law upon the subject, so that if there was any 


doubt about it, it might, so far as statutes and | 


the action of Congress and the action of the 
people were concerned, be put at rest. 

Haviug explained the two bills, I have no 
more to say in reference to them, unless it 


should be to answer any question that may be | 


asked in regard to the tables which have been 
prepared. 


I can from the examination I have given the 
subject. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I agree 
with the Senator from Illinois that there can 
be no reasonable doubt on the constitutional 
point as to the number of presidential elect- 
ors that will be elected in each State. It will 
be governed by the provisions of this bill when 
passed. Butit does seem that it would be well 
enough to declare that the members elected 
under this act shall take their seats on the 4th 
of March next. I would avoid all doubt on a 
matter of that kind, and declare by the express 
provisions of the bill that the number of elect- 
ors to be elected this full shall conform to the 
number of members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives under this bill, addiag, of course, 
the number of Senators. 


I will state that the | 


I should not have alluded to this | 


' I shall be ready to give any inform- || 
ation that any Senator may desire so far as | 


| ject. 


Accordingly, in 1792, in 1812, and 1832, || 3 . 
| two branches, which has prevailed from the | 
beginning of the Government to this time, each 














| 
! 


! 


| three. 


n | to each House. 
ou the subject is necessary; and therefore report || 


back the resolution with an amendment, changing | 


| the Senate as it does that of the House. 
| House the subject was considered with the 


to avoid all ambiguity. 
But, Mr. President, I am opposed to the 


| amendments reported by the Judiciary Com- 


mittee. 1 believe the House of Representa- 
tives have passed a bill as nearly perfect as in 
the nature of things can be passed on this sub- 


posed are radical, and to my mind absolutely 
conclusive. The House of Representatives 
proposed to increase the number of members 


| of the House to two hundred and eighty-three. 


The number now is two hundred and forty- 
This bill mainly relates to the number 
and organization of the House of Representa- 
tives. It does not affect in eny way the char- 
acter, or Organization, or composition of the 
Senate of the United States. By one provis- 


' ion of the Constitution of the United States 


each House is the judge of the elections, re- 


The objections to the amendments pro- | 
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number of members at two hundred and eighty- 
three, showing an agreement and considera- 
tion by two separate Houses upon substantially 
the same number. How is it with us? 

Two years ago the bill for two hundred and 
seventy-five was sent here, and then, lo and 
behold! the Judiciary Committee reported that 
instead of two hundred and seveniy-live, we 
ought to have three hundred members of the 
House of Representatives, and the bill was 
passed in the Senate in that form with scarcely 
any debate, without much consideration, mem- 
bers of the Senate feeling, each one for him- 
self, that this was a matter that the House 
could judge of better than we. ‘The Judiciary 
Commitiee, composed then mainly of the same 
gentlemen as now, reported that three hundred 
members of the House ought to be elected, 
thus increasing the number of the Represent- 
tatives of the people. The argument that was 
made was, that the more Representatives you 


| had from the people the more direct would 


turns, and qualifications of its own members. || 


It is true that provision does not affect this 
question; but trom the comity between the 


House has been left to regulate pretty much 
at itsown will everything that relates to its own 
organization. ‘The regulation of the pay of its 
officers, of the pay of its employés, of the num- 


_ ber of its employés, has by courtesy been lett 
‘Thus, when the House of | 
Representatives increase the number of their | 
messengers, or the pay of their messengers, or | 
the pay of their clerks, although it must be | 


done by law, yet by custom that courtesy is 
usually extended to the House. And when 
the Senate have heretofore increased the pay 
of their employés, the courtesy of acquiescing 
in the action of the Senate has always been 
extended to us by the House of Representa- 
tives. 

It is true that this bill is not precisely a bill 
of that character, but it bears an intimate 
relation to a bill of that character. This bill 
does not affect the general public law of the 
land except so far as the members of the Klect- 
oral College will be increased or diminished 
by the apportionment under it; but that is 
rather a resulting consequence from a consti- 
tutional provision than the immediate effect 
of the law. ‘The law intends simply to fix the 
number of the members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. Now, is it not wise, andis it not 
better to leave to the House of Representa- 
atives to fix that number, unless they make 


' such a gross mistake by their action as to indi 


| the subject-matter? So itseemstome. There- 


fore, unless I can give some good reason for 
changing the number of members fixed by the 
House, 1 would abide by their judgment. 

But that is not all. In this case we have 
this singular anomaly presented: the House 
of Representatives two years ago passed a bill 
fixing the number of members of the House 





be the influence of the people on the House. 
The large number of the House of Commons 
was adduced, the large number of the Cham- 
ber of Deputies of l'rance was adduced, and 


| the argument was employed which hus always 


been made when the effort has been to increase 


|| the power of the people over the Represent- 


atives, that by bringing the Representative to 


_ depend upon asmaller number of constituents 
' you brought him more directly under the in- 


| defeat of that bill. 


tluence of and under responsibility to those 
constituents. Now, however, when the House 
of Representatives have practically sent us the 
same bill as before, fixing the number at two 
hundred and eighty-three, lo and behold the 
Committee on the Judiciary report that only 
two hundred and forty-three ure necessary! 
With quiet submission to their decision two 
years ago, we passed the bill reported by them 
to ix the number at three hundred, thus dif- 
fering with the House, and leading to the 
Now we are calied upon, 


| with no consideration and for no sufficient 


reason, in a thin Senate, where the subject 


| does not excite attention, to reduce the num- 


ber to two hundred and forty-three. 

Mr. President, unless there is some pretty 
plausible reason for this change of opinion, | 
think we ought not to follow the Judiciary 
Committee on this occasion; but we ought to 


| make the action of the Senate consistent with 


itself, or if we cannot do that and pay due 
attention to the subject-matter by giving ita 
patient investigation, we ought to follow the 


| matured and caretul judgment of “he House 


of Kepresentatives. 
My attention is called to this matter more 
by its practical effect upon the people of Ohio, 


| | and I say to the Senate now, that if this bill 
cate a want of attention and consideration to || 


of Representatives at two hundred and seventy- | 


five ; 1t was debated for days; the debate was 
participated in by the members of the House 
generaily. 1t was there a matter of general 
interest. The very fact that this bill now is 


| reduced from nineteen to seventeen. 


passes as reported by the Judiciary Committee, 


|| the probable effect will be that Ohio wiil have 


no Representatives in the next Congress of the 
United States. Why? By the terms of this 
bill as reported by the Senate commi tee, 
the number of Kepresentatives from Ouio is 
We do 


| not complain of a reduction of representation, 
| because we have not increased in proportion 


to the western States, and therefore cannot 


‘| expect to keep our old number of Representa- 


|| tives if the old aggregate number is retained. 


being considered by less than a quorum of | 


this body shows that this house is not paying 


| any attention to thisimportant bill. And why? 


Because it does not affect the organization of 
In the 


greatest care, reported upon by aselect commit- 
tee, and debated day afier day, and two years 
ago the House of Representatives of the last 
Congress sent us a bill fixing the number of 


| members at two huudred and seventy-five. 


Now they have reconsidered in another Con- 
gress this same subject-matter and fixed the 


} 
j 


We do not complain of that, but we complain 
of the effect it will have in another way. It 


_ so happens now that the Senate amendment 


| 


will require an imperative reapportionment of 
our State,so that without an apportionment 
bill passed by the Legislature of Ohio, the 
people of Ohio will not be represented in the 
House of Representatives of the next Con- 
gress. The Legislature of Ohio is now in ses- 
sion; and we know that the probability is that 
there can be no apportionment bill passed by 
the Legislature of Ohio at its present ses-ion. 
lt is true that this is a consideration which 
ought not to control the Senate of the United 
States or Congress in passing an apportion- 
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ment bill; but yet it does control my action, 
and compels me to eall the attention of the 
Senate to the practical effect of this bill if it 
shall be passed. The House of Represent- 
atives, where the matter has been carefully 
matured and considered, have looked on the 
abject as it effects every constituency ; and 
the Representatives of Ohio there carefully 
looked to it to see that a bill was provided 
which, under the circumstances that exist, 
will give to Ohio its fair and no more than 
its fair representation in the next Congress, 

What is the provision here made? We are 
reduced from nineteen to seventeen by the 
amendment of the Judiciary Committee, Sup- 
ose that on account of the state of facts that 
1 shall mention in alittle while the Legislature 
of Ohio should fail to pass an apportionment 
bill this winter, forit must be done this winter, 
how can any Representative be elected from 
the State of Ohio for the next Congress? It 
cannot be done. We have now nineteen 
Representatives, and the existing State appor- 
tionment is made on the basis of nineteen 
members; but if the number is reduced to 
seventeen we cannot elect at all unless the 
Legislature of Ohio is coerced by the provis- 
ions of this bill into making an apportionment 
of the State. On the other hand, if the House 
bill should prevail, and our number should be 


increased to twenty, making one additional to | 


our present number, then by the provisions of 
the House bill the present apportionment will 
continue until a new apportionment is made, 
and the increased member given to the State 
of Ohio will be elected on general ticket. And 
what is true of Ohio is true of several other 
States. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Of 
Vania, 

Mr. SHERMAN. Now let us look at it. 
Iam myself honestly in favor of the Legisla- 
ture of Ohio meeting together, and without 
regard to political divisions sitting down and 
as a mere business matter making a fair divis- 
ion of the State into districts. But what is 
the condition of affairs in Ohio? We have a 
senate composed of thirty-six members, eight- 
een of whom are Democrats and eighteen of 
whom are Republicans. By the provisions of 
our constitution the Lieutenant Governor has 
no casting vote on the passage ofa bill, although 
he has on every other question where there is 
a tic between the antagonistic parties. It is 
claimed by leading lawyers, and is probably 


Pennsyl- 


the correct construction, that under the con- | 


stitution of Ohio it requires a majority of the 
members elected to each body to pass a law; 
so that unless the Lieutenant Governor can be 
construed to be a member of the senate itself, 
nis vote cannot pass a law in Ohio in case 
there is an equal division. 

In the passage of an apportionment or dis- 
tricting law in a State there are many difficul- 
ties from the nature of the topic. There are 
loeal troubles, local controversies, local jeal- 
ousies, local divisions; there are strifes of 


candidates of both parties; there are inter- | 


ested views always to be represented in mak- 
ing such a bill. Then, behind all that, is the 
great division into political parties; and it is 
therefore almost impossible to frame a bill 
that even one party can agree upon, much 
less to pass a bill where the two parties are 
equally divided in the senate of a State. The 
practical effect will be, if the Legislature of 
Qhio are coerced by the provisions of your 
apportionment bill to make a reapportionment 
of the State, that in all human probability, 
without attributing any fault to either party, 


without attributing any wrong to either party, | 


the Legislature will fail to pass such a bill, 
so that my State, at least, will be without 


tives at the next 
are in the same condition. 


| tell me the number. 
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those possible contingencies, and has made 
provisions to guard against every possible con- 


tingency of that kind, rather than to adopt a _ 


new and hastily-considered measure, because 
I must call it so when the Judiciary Committee 
has changed its mind within a year or two on 
the subject? Is it not better to follow the 


House of Representatives ona question which | 
they have carefully considered, and in which | 
each member there has an individual interest? | 


It seems to me that it is clear that under those 
circumstances we ought not to make this rad- 
ical change without having some very strong 
reason for it. 

Mr. President, there are one or two other 
objections to this billwhich I will state, and 


then submit the matter to the Senate as far as | 
The second section, which | 


I am concerned. 
is the House section unaltered by the com- 
mittee, provides : 


That in the election of Representatives to the 
Forty-Third Congress in any State which by this 
law is given an increased number of Representa- 
tives the additional Representative or RKepresenta- 
tives allowed to such State may be elected by the 
State at large, and the other Representatives to 


which the State is entitled by the districts as now || 
prescribed by law in said State, unless tho Legisla- 


ture of said State shall otherwise provide before the 
time fixed by law for the election of Representatives 
therein. 

That provision, according to the House bill, 
has something to operate upon, because very 
many of the States have an increased number 
of Representatives by it; but under the Senate 
bill it has no States to operate upon except 
three or four. Only four States, I believe, 
have an increased representation by it, and 
it would operate in their favor, while that pro- 
vision intended to guard against a probable 
contingency would operate under the House 
bill upon something like seventeen or eighteen 


| States—perhaps my friend from Vermont can 
1 think at least sixteen | 


or seventeen States get increased representa- 


' tion under the House bill, while under the |, 
| Senate bill but four get increased representa- 
| tion. 


Mr. THURMAN, I willstateto my colleague 
that fourteen get increased representation 
under the Senate bill instead of four. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Fourteen? 

Mr. THURMAN. Yes, sir, fourteen. If 


' my colleague will turn to the tables we have 


published, he will see it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
there is a gain of fourteen and a loss of four- 
teen members by various States. I do not 


| know that all the States lose the same number. 


Mr. THURMAN. The total representation 
according to the amendments of the Senate 
committee is given in the fourth column, on 
page 6 of the tables printed by order of the 
Senate. Then follows the representation in 
the present House. Then follows the gain and 
loss of each State. My colleague will find that 


there is a gain of fourteen members and a loss | 


of fourteen on the other side. 
Mr. SHERMAN. But I see that fourteen 
members are gained by eleven States accord- 


ing to that table. Then, instead of four States 


gaining, eleven gaia by the amendment, while 


/in the House bill a much larger number of 


States gain, and this provision, therefore, is 
much more extensive and much more benefi- 
cial in its effects under the House bill, because 


it avoids the possible contingency of a failure 


to agree on an apportionment bill in a State 
Legislature at this late day. 


lt must be remembered that the act of 1850 


was passed two years before the apportion- 
| ment teok effect. The law of 1850, commonly 


known as Mr. Vinton’s bill, which originated 


_in the House of Representatives, and was not 


r Sta || materially changed in the Senate, provided a 
representation in the House of Representa- | 


Jongress; and other States | 


permanent rule for the apportionment ; but it 
gave the States at least two years in which to 
make their apportionments. But now, owing 


Is it not better, then, to follow the carefully- || to the delay caused, as I think, by the action 
considered House bill, which has looked to all || of the Senate two years ago in increasing the 


The table will show that | 
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, number fixed by the House bil] from ¢ 
hundred and seventy-five to three hundred 
the States are hurriedly called upon to sain 
their apportionments right on the eye of : 
presidential election with all we exciteme 7 
induced by a presidential election; anq ‘e 
they fail to agree, then all those States wine 
number of Representatives is not increased 
are left practically, in fact absolutely, withou 
representation in the next Congress. 
Another thing, Mr. President: the amend. 
ment proposed in section three will be a mat. 
ter of inconvenience to the people of Ohin 
| Indiana, and several of the other States. }, 
the third section of the House bill the ¢; 
for the uniform election of members of (, 
gress is postponed until the Tuesday next a{ 


me 
yn 


: t 
the first Monday of November in 1876. Those 


| 

‘| of us who watched the debate in the House of 
| Representatives know the reason of that 
Many of the State constitutions fix the time 
for holding their fall elections on the second 
| Tuesday of October; I believe Kentucky jy 
| August, and in other States thore is a diver. 
sity as to the time fixed by the State constitu. 
tidns for the local elections; and usually, as q 
| matter of convenience, the election of mem. 
|| bers of Congress occurs at the same period of 
time. It so happens that these constitutions 
cannot be changed hurriedly. By the pro. 
visions of the constitution of Ohio it cannot he 
changed for a year or two, and it will probably 
now be changed by the action of a convention 
called by the people of Ohio within a year or 
two. Therefore the House of Representatives 
allowed four years within which the people of 
the several States might change their organic 
_ laws so as to conform to the law of Congress fix- 
ing a time for the uniform election of members 
of the House of Representatives on the same 
day in all the States. If now they are suddenly 
required to elect members of Congress this fall 
on the same day everywhere, what will be the 
effect? By the constitution of Ohio it cannot 
|, be changed before that time. An election 
| occurs on the second Tuesday of October for 
| State officers and, as the law now is, for mem- 
| 
| 





| bers of Congress. They will have, therefore, 
| this fall to mingle the election of their mem- 
| bers of Congress with the election of presiden- 
| tial electors ; and two years after that, in 1874, 
| probably before the constitutions of some of 
|| the States can be altered, they will have two 
| elections, one in October and one in Novem: 
| ber. The very carefully-considered provision 
|| of the House bill postpones the operation of 
| this new provision until a time when the States 
can conform their constitutions to it, and it 
| seems to me that in that the House have acted 
| wisely. 

Then as to the amendment to be called sec- 
tion six, what does that do? The honorable 
Senator from Illinois read it. It is nothing 
but a reénactment of the Constitution of the 
United States; that is, that where any man is 

| deprived of the right to vote at any eleciion 
|| named in article fourteen of the Constitution, 
| the number of members from that State shall 
| be ratably decreased. ‘There is no provis- 
| ion to carry this into effect. It is nothing 
|| but a naked reénactment of the constitutional 
| amendment itself. There is no provision made 
|| to carry it out; no provision made to designate 
} and enumerate and provide for the contingency 
|| pointed outin article fourteen of the Constitu- 
| tion. If this section is needed at all, it ought 
|| to be accompanied with details to carry it into 
|| execution. As it is now, it is simply a reén- 
|, actment of the provisions of the Constitution 
| without any operative bearing. 

| Mr. President, I again come back to the 
|| point that this bill has been fully and fairly 
| considered by the House of Reese 








| Every provision of it is just. Hach State 38 
by it entitled to representation according to 
the Constitution of the United States. The 
aan smaller States are entitled to one mem- 
er. 





Every State is entitled to a full repre 
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<entation for @ full ratio of representation, and 
chen seventeen States which have the largest 
fractions are each entitled to an additional 
Representative. Perhaps there is some in- 
am fraction are unrepresented ; but that is 
guavoidable. The very fact that a ratio of 
repr 
equa 
the | i 
other States cannot be without creating a 


greater inequality than results from denying | 


them representation for those fractions. The 
constitutional rule, therefore, is followed out, 


and the bill has been fully and fairly consid- | 
ered. Hence it seems to me that the amend- | 
ments proposed by the Senate committee are | 
vot an improvement of the bill, and I shall | 


therefore deem myself bound to vote against 
every one of them except the provision in the 
third section. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
subject that everybody ought to approach in 
4 constitutional spirit, I take it; that is, with 


a sincere desire to perform the duty that the 


Constitution imposes upon us—— 

Mr. MORTON. Will the Senator allow me 
to give notice that I shall move to strike out 
the third section of the bill in regard to fixing 
the time for holding the election of members 
of the House of Representatives? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I was saying that this is 
a subject which we ought to approach with a 
disposition to do precisely what the Constitu- 
tion requires us to do, and that is, to apportion 


the Representatives according to their respect- | 
ive numbers of the representative population || 


ofeach State. The language of the Constitu- 


tion is perfectly plain and unambiguous. It || 


is designed to give, and does give, by its terms 
as well as by its spirit, an equal represertation 
in the House of Representatives to every citi- 
zen of every State in the Union, be it great or 
small. Any bill that departs from that pro- 
vision further than is indispensable as a math- 
ewatical question, is a bill in violation of the 


Constitution of the United States; and no | 


Senator, whether he profits by it or not, is 


justified in upholding a bill of that character. | 


Now, Mr. President, that is the character 
of the bill which has come to us from the 


House of Representatives; and itis a singular | 


coincidence—it is nothing more than a coinci- 
dence, | am sure—that the State which pro- 
vides most largely, by a violation of the Con- 
stitution of the United States under the House 
bill, is the State of Ohio. But I know it is not 
for that reason that my honorable friend [ Mr. 
SHERMAN] is in favor of the House bill. It is 
or the reason he has stated, that there are 
difficulties in respect to apportionment in 
his State, on account of the condition of its 
Legislature and the time when it is to meet, 
which seem to him to be insuperable. 


But I put it to my honorable friend from || 


Ohio whether he would be willing, even as the 
Representative of that people or any other, to 
stand up here and vote for a proposition which 
should give to the State ot Ohio an undue 
representation in the House of Representa- 
tives? Of course he would not. With the 
greatest possible respect to her Representatives 
and her people, which I really entertain, I 
only speak of her as an example, which is the 
strongest one there is. It will appear from 
this bill that while the State of Ohio has eight 
times the population of the State of Vermont— 
almost exactly eight times the population of 
the State of Vermont, and I use that State, 
too, only for example—the bill gives to the 
State of Vermont two Representatives, and to 


the State of Ohio twenty. Now, according to | 


the Constitution, supposing the population of 
the State of Ohio to be precisely eight times 
that of Vermont, Ohio is entitled to only eight 
times the number of Representatives that Ver- 
mont is entitled to, because the Constitution 
declares that the representation shall be shared 
between us in proportion to our respective 





ity because those States which have a | 


esentation has to be selected makes in- || 
lity; but the seventeen States which have | 
argest fractions are provided for, and the | 


Mr. President, this is a | 


—e 
| with a population in Ohio in substance (there || 
is a variation of a few thousand, but it answers | 
‘| my purpose to say precisely) eight times that || 
of Vermont, gives to Ohio ten times the rep- 
resentation of Vermont. Therefore, you may || 
|| take one Representative from the State of Ohio 
and add it to the State of Vermont under the 
House bill, although you then produce an in- 
equality the other way, and you have still a 
|, nearer approach to mathematical accuracy than 
you have now. 

Mr. SHERMAN. What is the unrepre- 
sented fraction of the State of Vermont, I 
ask the Senator? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Fifty-eight or sixty thon- 
sand. ‘The unrepresented fraction of the State 
|| of Ohio is larger, but that unrepresented frac- | 
|, tion is a portion of the whole people of the 
|| State of Ohio, is a portion of the whole two 

million six hundred thousand people that she 

possesses; and she has already, taking off the 

| one, nineteen Representatives for that num- 

| ber, when we should only have three for the 

three hundred and thirty thousand in the | 
other case. So you may take the House bill || 
just as it stands, and take one Representative 
from the State of Ohio and add it to the State 
of Vermont, and the representation of the 
| people of Ohio, of whom the Constitution 
speaks as being entitled to representation, is 
still not so greatly out of proportion to the || 
representation of the people of Vermont as it | 
is the other way. 

Now, if you were to go according to the | 
nearest approach to truth, the nearest approach 
to the Constitution and to justice, we should 
be obliged to say that the House bill in this 
respect (and the same may be said as tosome 
|, other States; I only speak of these two as 

illustrations) is altogether wrong; and any 
| person can see that it is more than theoret- | 
| ically wrong when you find that with eight 
| 
| 


it 


| times the population of Vermont, Ohio has | 

| ten times the representation of Vermont by | 
the House bill, a difference in favor of Ohio, | 
when you add it up in that way, of a majority 

| out of proportion to what she is entitled to, 

greater than the whole representation of the 

| little State of Vermont. 

| Mr. President, that is notright. Of course 

nobody can maintain that it is right if you pay 

| any regard to the Constitution. It is necessary, 

| therefore, to take some number or some method 

of division which will diminish to the smallest 

| degree this inequality produced by remainders 





| possible degree still to giving to each State its | 
fair and equal representation in the House. It | 
has happened that the division by 243, taking 
out the constitutional States, produces some- 

| what more nearly equality among all the States 
than the other did, and particularly as between 

| the two States that I have spoken of, because | 
it leaves the fraction much smaller and does 
| nearer justice to them both. 

| But, Mr. President, my friend from Ohio 
says that we ought not to meddle with this | 
bill, because the House of Representatives has | 


as been well considered there, and all that. 
What authority does my friend find in the Con- 
|| stitution for abdicating the duties which the 
| people of Ohio have committed to him to see 


} 
1 
} 
' 





| over, and which will also approach in the largest || 


pares it, and that it is its affair, and that it || 





| 


|p 


that the Government is carried on according | 


to the Constitution? Hecan have none. The 
Constitution has not left it to the House of 
Representatives to determine the number of 
people who shall be represented per member 
in the States. It has determined that it shall 
be fixed by law, from time to time, at the taking 
of every census, and fixed by law on a certain 
rinciple which the Constitution lays down. It 


| igs therefore just as largely and just as truly 
'| our duty to consider a bill of this character 





as it is any other bill which originates in the 
House of Representatives; and it is a duty 
that we cannot escape by saying that it is a 


question which relates practically to the House. | 
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numbers. And yet in the face of that, this bill, | It does not necessarily relate to any one of 


the gentlemen who compose that body now. 


| We are only providing by law, according to 
the Constitution, for the number of Repre 

| sentatives which the people of the whole coun- 
try residing in all the States shall be repre- 
, sented by; and instead of its having been the 
custom to take as a finality any House bill 
upon the subject of apportionment, according 
to my information and reading the reverse has 
been the rule. 
has in one instance, | believe, rejected entirely 
a House bill providing for apportionment. 


‘The Senate has amended, and 


We therefore are not exercising extraordinary 
funetions, we are not exercising indelicate 


functions in any respect, when we undertake 
to make more perfect a bill of this character 
thatthe House of Representatives have passed. 
| And I[ might say to my friend, if I were to fol- 
| lew him outside of what I consider to be the 


proper range of parliamentary debate, that 


| instead of this bill having passed the House 


of Representatives after great consideration 
and deliberation and discussion, it passed the 
House of Representatives almost without any 
discussion at all, in a state of great confusion, 
when it was impossible even to offer amend- 


| ments by members of that House in order to 


bring it more truly to the constitutional stand- 


_ard; but [ am aware, at least I had supposed, 


that this species of argument addressed to this 
body was not the thing which either parlia- 
mentary law or propriety would justify us in 
doing. My apology is that my friend from 
Ohio has made it necessary for me to say this 
much. 

Mr. President, I agree that the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary seems to be a little in- 
consistent in baving determined a year ago that 
the number ought to be three hundred, and 
having so reported, and in now reporting two 
hundred and forty-three. All 1 can say as to 
It is my right 
and my duty to say that while I favored and 
supported and voted for three hundred a year 
ago | have done the same thing this year, and 


' | intend, if any Senator moves it, to do it 


again, and upon the ground that was so well 
stated by my honorable friend from Ohio, that 
it makes smaller constituencies, it brings each 
Representative more nearly at home and into 
acquaintanceship with his peopk, and it enables 
a numerous House to resist influences and com- 
binations—and I was about to say corruption, 
but that would not be perhaps exactly parlia- 


mentary; I will say influences and combin- 
ations alone—which are dangerous to the 


security of the people and dangerous to the 
security Of the ‘Treasury. 

We all know that the larger and more wide- 
spread representation is, the less is the dan- 
ger that the whole body may be influenced by 
some sudden gust of passion or by some influ- 
ence still worse than mere passion or heat. 
Just in proportion, therefore, as the whole body 
of the people are safer in a free country, on 


7 . . . 
| account of their numbers and the extent of 


the territory that they cover, against any sud- 
den and extreme turn of affairs which would 
be injurious to their interests, in the same pro- 


portion is a large House of Representatives 


safer against similar influences where brought 
to bear upon them. Hence, I have always 
believed, as a matter of political philosophy, 
and I believe yet, and shall vote that way if I 
have the opportunity, that the larger you can 
make the popular branch of any body of repre- 
sentatives of the people, consistent with the 
possibility of their doing business, the more 
nearly you will come to the true idea of a 
republic. 

In that view I had hoped that the Judiciary 
Committee would report, as they did a year 
ago, this bill, with an amendment fixing the 
number at three hundred, or some other large, 
convenient number, larger than the House of 
Representatives fixed, which would have not 
only the general effect I have stated, but would 
have the effect also to cure in a considerabie 
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degree the gross inequalities, the unconstitu- 


tional inequalities which the House bill pos- | 


gesses in tlhe one respect that I have named by 
way of example, and in others that might be 
named, because it happens if you run up the 
divisor from 253 to 800 that the quantum ot 
each fraction is largely diminished in the first 
place, ard the accident of the way it would 
run gives more equal representation to the 





| 


States that are severely treated by the divisor | 


adopted in the House bill. 

lor these reasons, | had hoped, as I say, that 
the committee would bave made the number 
three hundred ; but inasmuch as that did not 
meet the view of a majority of the Judiciary 
Commitiee, then as au alternative which should 
produce a more philosophic division than the 
one which the House adopted, and make this 
‘equality of fractions less unjust and uncon- 
stituuonal than it was betore, 1 accepted 
that which the committee proposed, reducing 
the pumber to two hundred and forty-three; 
but I shall very giadly indeed vote, both upon 
philosophic considerations and the practical 
ones that I have named, in favor of carrying 
the number up tothree hundred, and thus pro- 
viding for a House of Representatives which 
will keep some pace with the growing numbers 
of the people, aud which will be enabled, not- 
withstanding this considerable increase from 
its present number, still to carry on its busi- 
ness and perform its duties to its constituents 
without the least difliculty in the world. 


been discussed in connection with this bill 


which I do not wish to take the time of the | 


Senate at this stage of the debate in going into. 
I may just allude in a word to the remark of 
my frievd from Iilinois on the subject of the 
Klectoral College. He is quite right in saying 
that by the act of 1792 it was declared that 


evil, and to adjust upon the true theory of the 
Constitution the election of electors for the 


second election of President of the United 


States, they took the matier in hand and 
decided (influenced, I have no doubt—and I 
think the contemporaneous history shows that 
to be so—by the practical consideration I have 
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and this is a cognate subject, and J should 





want some good rea 1 
g son given me for depart. 


named) that the true construction of the Con- | 


stitution should be to base the presidential |) 
election upon the House of Representatives as | 


| fixed under the census then taken, although | 


|| they were not the Kepresentatives who at that | 


'and I do not believe the fact was so, that any | 


moment would be the ones to whom each State 
was entitled in Congress. I have no quarrel 
to make with that now; it is the law. 

Mr. LHURMAN. 
strengthen that conclusion, that the Constitu- 
tion was rightly interpreted ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido not think it does, 


for the reason that when the Constitution was 


Does not that very fact | 


adopted in and of itself it does not appear, | 


| of the gentlemen composing the Convention 


had in mind the difficulty that might arise in 
the next election of President of the United 
States under the census to be taken. If they 
had, | have no doubt they would have pro- 
vided in express terms that the Electorial Col- 


| lege should be based upon the incoming Con- 


the number of the Kiectoral College should | 


depend upon the number of the incoming 
Congress, so to speak, rather than upon the 
old one. 


of Congress!o construe the Constitution, ard to 
declare how the Constitution should be carried 
out in that respect, to say that it meant one 


thing when on the face of it it might seem to | 


mean another, is a question which | must leave 
him to consider, and will not consider myself. 


Ceriainly, | have no doubt of the power of | 
Congress in acase ot that character to provide | 
for the construction which the legislative and | 
law-making branch of the Government would | 


put upon it, and which construction, until over- 
ruled by some other subsequent Congress or in 
some other way, would stand as the guide to 
the States in the selection of their presidential 
electors. 

But certain it is that the men who made the 
Cons'iiution—to borrow the phrase of my 
friend—thought that they had the lawful and 
constitutional right to declare, in those re- 
spects wherein they were called upon to make 
laws under it, what it did mean and how it 
should be carried out, and they did declare by 
the act of 1792 that from that time forth the 
meaning of the Constitution should be that 
the incoming Representatives, and not the 
then Representatives, should be the guide 


under which presidential electors were to be | 


selected, Had the state of the country been 
cilfefent at that time from what it was, I have 
not the least doubt that they would have 
decided exactly the other way, according to 
what, to my mind, is the plain import of the 
language. Butit so happened that at that time 
there had never been a census of the United 
States; and the first Congress therefore was 
composed of members taken without any such 
enumeration as the Constitution prescribed, 
taken by guess, so to speak, upon such esti- 
mutes as could be made; and when the census 
came to be taken it was seen that thethen rep- 
resentation, although it was immediately after 
the Government bad started, was enormously 


How that could be reconciled in the | 
view of my friend from Illinois with the power | 


gress after the census should have been taken, 
aud said so in terms, so that there would have 
been no —e about it. 


fact, as | understand it, that the act of 1792 is 
still in force; it is the law of the land, giving 
a construction to the Constitution which will 


_ stand until it shall be reversed by some action 


of Congress, or by the proper authority, in 
whatever way the question may arise. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Me. President, 
I have a word to say to the Senate on this 
subject. I should make no remarks upon it 


| had [ not, as a member of the Judiciary Com- 


mittee, dissented from the report made by the 
committee. 1 shall vote against their amend- 


| ment, and in favor of the House bill, unless 


some amendments shall be suggested that 
commend themselves to my judgment. 
I doubt, sir, whether the plan which has 


been adopted by the Judiciary Committee, | 


of giving representation to the smail States 
of Delaware, Oregon, Nebraska, and Nevada, 
is the constitutional mode. ‘The Constitution 
provides that representation ‘‘shall be appor- 
tioned among the several States which may be 
included within this Union according to their 


| respective numbers.’’ 


1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


The true rule under the Constitution is to 
divide the representation among all the States, 
not among part of them, in proportion to the 
population ascertained by the census, and if 
by that rule any State is found not to havea 


we are to give it one Kepresentative. But to 


But it is unneces- || 
| ‘ | sary, perhaps, to dilate upon this, from the 
} here are several other questions which have || 


set aside certain States because they have not | 


| the requisite population, and then divide 


the balance of representation among the pop- 


ulation of the remaining States, | think is | 
not according to the Constitution, and is con- | 


trary to precedent. It is true it happens in 
this apportionment that it makes no difference 


in the result; bat a state of facts might very | 


readily exist where the result would be changed. 
By changing the population to be divided and 
the divisor very different results would gen- 
erally be obtained. We had better adhere to 
the mode pointed out by the Constitution. 

I think the House in that regard have adopted 
the constitutional method. If entirely concur 
in the sentiment expressed by the Senator from 
Ohio, [Mr. Suerman, | that while it is true we 
are not bound by what the House has done, 
while we are a component part of the Legis- 


lature to fix the representation, still I think | 
great deference should be paid to the judg- | 
‘ ment and determination of the House in ret- 


erence to this subject. The Constitution pro- 
vides that in a good degree they shall be the 


unequal ; and in order to correct that practical || exclusive judges of privileges and elections, 


j 


\ 


| Congress. 


| 
| posed by the Committee on the Judiciary will 
j 


ing from the judgment which the House b 

formed. I would take the bill as it comes “ake 
| them as prima facie correct unless good na 

sons were shown to the contrary. r 
| Mr. President, I have looked for those rea: 

sons. It would be idle and also im prope 
fur us to shut our eyes to the facts that a 
round us. Weare on the eve of a presidentia| 
election. We cannot ignore the fact that wo 
are by this bill fixing the number of elector 
for that election, and we ought to see whethe: 
in that fact there is any reason why we should 
depart from the bill the House has presented 
to us; and I would commend to Seuators, ag 
light is always desirable, a comparison of th 
House bill with the Senate bill, that they may 
see to what States the forty additional mem. 
bers given by the House bill, and dispenseq 
with by the Senate bill, would be apportioned 
They will find the result is that twenty-eight 
of the forty will go to States that support 
the principles of the Republican party, seven 
to States that are opposed to the dominay: 
party of the country, and five go to States 
which are of doubtful sentiment. 1 fail to dis. 
cover in that fact any reason why we should 
reject the bill of the House and adopt the 
Senate amendment. I shall certainly not be 
in favor of making the proposed change in the 
House bill in view of the smportant effect jt 
has on the Electoral College. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I stated g 
| few moments ago that [ should move to strike 
out the third section of this bill as it came from 
the House. On a closer examination, [ shal] 
content myself with resisting the amendments 
proposed by the Judiciary Committee; and | 
desire to present to the Senate this considera- 
tion: that if those ameudments are adopted, 
so far as Indiana is concerned, there will prob: 
ably be no election for members of Congress 
in that State this year; that there can be no 
election for members of Congress in Indiana, 
unless the Governor shall cali the Legislature 
| in special session, and they shall provide the 
machinery for holding an election in November. 
‘The constitution of the State provides for hold. 
ing the election for our State officers on the 
second Tuesday in October. The law of In- 
diana provides for electing members of Con- 
gress at the same time and at the same polls, 
the votes being deposited in the same box. 
The law of Indiana provides all the machinery 
necessary for electing members of Congress on 
the second Tuesday in October, but there is no 
law of Indiana under which polls can be opened 
or an election held or the votes counted for 
members of Congress inthe month of November 

next. 








| There is no doubt that it is competent for 
population that givesone Kepresentative, then | 


Congress to fix a uniform time for holding the 
election of Representatives, and it is compe- 
tent for Congress to go on and make all the 


| provisions for holding that election, provide 


all the necessary machinery for holding the 
election; but this bill does not do that. It 
leaves to the State the provision of all the ma- 
chinery necessary for electing members of 
There is no law of Congress under 
which polls can be opened either in the month 





‘| of November or at any other time in the State 
‘| of Indiana for electing a member of Congress. 


The State of 
Indiana has provided for doing that on the 
second Tuesday of October, but there is no 
provision of law under which we can vote for 
members of Congress in November. Conse 

| quently the adoption of the amendment pro 


All that is left to the State. 


prevent us from holding an election unless the 
Governor of Indiana shall convene our Legis 
lature in extra session and they shall make the 
necessary provision for electing members of 
Congress in the month of November. ; 
Mr. EDMUNDS. The same may be said, 
probably, of Vermont, for although our Legis 
lature meets, it is so close to the lst of Novem 
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per that there would not be time to pass an | 


act, probably, to readjust matters. 


Mr. MORTON. That would be a reason, | 


chen, so far as Vermont is concerned. 
“Mr, HAMLIN. The same is true in relation 


to Maine. 


Mr. MORTON. The same is true in relation | 


to Maine, and I think it is the same in relation 


hio. 
— HAMLIN. If the Senator will let me 


state the case, it isa little stronger in relation 
so Maine. 


‘rovision, and if the Legislature were con- 
yened they could not make the change. 
Mr. SHRRMAN. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Then we should be com- 
pelled to have two elections instead of one. 
Mr. THURMAN. TheSenator from Maine 


will allow me to suggest to him that Congress | 


having the power to Gx thetime of election, a 
law ot Congress enacted in pursuance of con- 
stitutional power being the supreme law of the 
land, that overrides anyth’yg in the constitu- 
tion of Maine. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Iam not denying the power 
of Congress to fix the time; 1 am only stating 
the inconvenience of this’ provision going into 
effect at that period of time. I& ought to be 
{urther ahead. 


Mr. THURMAN. Bat you do not have to | 


change your constitution. 


Mr. HAMLIN. 


tional election. That is what I mean, 

Mr. MORTON. There is no question about 
the power of Congress to make this provision 
that the election shall be held upon a certain 
day in November; but my point is that there 


Our constitution prescribes when | 
our election shall be held, and we shall be | 
obliged to change our constitution to meet this | 


That is the casein Ohio. | 
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general proposition that the question of admit- ] referred to the fact, and I shall be excused 


ting new States into the Union should depend | 


in every case upon the particular circumstance 
surrounding the Territory. It is important 
that these appendages, these anomalies to our 
system of Government, should exist no longer 
than is necessary. It is better for the Union, 
it is better for the country, that every Terri- 


| tory should come in as a State as soon as 


the circumstances surrounding it will warrant 
it, in the judgment of Congress. I shall there- 
fore submit a motion to strike out the fifth 
section. 

Now, Mr. President, a few words upon 
another subject. The apportionment of rep- 
resentation should always be made upon fair 
grounds, without reference to party, I suppose. 
I agree to that. It is a constitutional duty 
devolved upon Congress, and should be exer- 


cised in the best possible and the most liberal | 


and impartial manner; but I submit that it is 
within the spirit of the Constitution at least 


| that as our population increased, the repre- 


sentation should increase. I submit that the 
representation in the other House should come 
down as nearly to the people as possible, and 
that each member of Congress should have the 
smallest constituency that is compatible with 


| the transaction of business in that body and 


Certainly we would have | 
to change the constitution or hold an addi- | 


is no machinery now provided for by law, | 
either by the State or by the General Govern: | 


ment, under which that election can be held, 
and it would have to go by default in my State 
und in other States, unless the Legislature 
comes together and makes provision; and so 
in Vermont, and soin Ohio. For these rea- 





sons the amendments of the committee should 


not be adopted. 

It oceurs to me that section five of the House 
bill should not be enacted into a law, and be- 
fore this discussion is over I shall move to 
strike out that section. It provides: 

That no State shall be hereafter admitted to the 
Union without having the necessary population to 
entitle itto at least one Representative according to 
the ratio of representation fixed by this bill. 

In my opinion it would be improper to pass 
a general law concerning the admission of 
States into the Union. We have never been 
governed by this principle in the admission of 
new States. Several have been admitted that 
had not the population requisite for one mem- 


ber of Congress under the existing apportion- || 


ment, and the Constitution recognizes the fact 
that States may have a population too small 
for that, and provides that every State shall be 
entitled to at least one Representative. 


The | 


circumstances which sometimes demand the | 


admission of a State are such as to overrule 
the fact that the State may not have population 


enough to entitle it to one Representative | 


under the general apportionment. The condi- | 


tion of a Territory is anomalous, and there are 


reasons why every Territory should be allowed | 


to come in as a State as soon as it hasgot such 


& population as can reasonably sustain a State | 


government and is surrounded by such circum- 
stances as to give assurance that a State will 


grow up and become matured and be entitled | 


from its strength to a position in the Union as 
a State. 


I believe there have heen one or two errors 


| hundred. 


with its efficiency. I submit that a member 
of Congress can represent better and more in- 
telligently one hundred thousand people than 
he can two hundred thousand, and therefore, 
as that was intended to be the popular branch, 
and each State was to have ltepresentatives 
according to its population, the representation 
should increase with the population at least up 
to within a certain point. There may be a 
point beyond which it cannot be carried com- 


| patible with the efficient transaction of the 


public business; but two hundred and forty- 
three, two hundred and eighty-three, or three 
hundred, in my opinion, is not up to that point. 


| The House of Commons for many years has 
‘| been composed of from six hundred to six 
| hundred and fifty-seven members, and there 
| are State Legislatures, I believe, that have a 


larger number in the lower house than three 
I think Massachusetts has. Am I 
not correct? 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
and fifty. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senatoris nearly cor- 
rect. The house there consists of two hun- 
dred and forty members. 

Mr. MORTON. = It formerly had more than 
that. So far as the mere cumbrous character 
of the body is concerned as an objection, it will 


Not now; two hundred 


| not be reached when we bring our House up to 
three hundred, and three hundred Represent- 
| atives is not a large number tor forty million 


people, and by the time the next census is 
taken they will be required to represent fifty 
million people. A change will not be made 
within the coming ten years, but population 
will go on increasing, and it is safe to say that 


this bill will be called upon to represent the 
interests of fifty million people before we shall 
next legislate on this subject. Therefore the 
increase of representation is in the direction 
of the spirit of our institutions and the proper 
interpretation of the Constitution. I think the 
bill presented by the House gives a low repre- 
sentation; I would rather see it three hundred 
than two hundred and eighty-three, and I am 
not sure that [ shall not make that motion 
before we finally vote upon this bill; but [ am 
now considering the question of the amend- 
ment of the Judiciary Committee, which pro- 
poses to continue the number of Represent- 


| atives at two hundred and forty-three. 





committed in regard tothe admission of States; | 
think one or two have been admitted too | 


early, and that their subsequent growth has 


not justified the anticipations at the time of | 
eir admission; but that does not affect the || from New Jersey [Mr. l’renincuuysen} has 


Mr. President, I desire to say—and I can 
say that, I think, without being considered 
unreasonably partisan—that the committee’s 
amendment is a very unfair discrimination 
against the Republican party. The Senator 


therefore for showing that the Senate amend- 


ment goes out of its way, it seems to me—I 


may fairly say it goes out of its way—to 
make an unfair discrimination against the 
Republican party. | have got a hitle table 
here that I will run over. [| do not include 
in it all the States that the Republican party 
may fairly Le presumed to carry in the next 
election. There are some three or four doubt- 


| ful, with the chances in its favor; but I will 
| enumerate those that the chances are alto- 


gether in favor of its carrying next year. I 
will first enumerate the States that I suppose 
the Republican party will carry, and show, 
first, the gains under the House bill. 

Under the House bill Massachusetts will 


| gain one, New York one, New Jersey two, 


Pennsylvania two, North Carolina one, South 
Carolina one, Mississippi one, Arkansas one, 
Ohio one, Illinois five, Michigan three, lowa 
three, Wisconsin two, California one, Minne- 


| sota one, Kansas two, making twenty-eight. 


Under the House bill there will be a Repub- 
lican loss of two members; that is, there will 
be a loss of one from Vermont and one from 
New Hampshire, which, taken from the twenty 
eight, will leave twenty-six. Under the House 
bitl Maryland will gain one, Virginia one, 
Georgia two, Alabama one, Kentucky oue, 
‘Tennessee one, lexas two, and Missouri five, 
making thirteen. Deducting thirteen from 


| twenty-six and it leaves a net gain of thir- 


the number of Representatives prescribed by | 


teen in favor of the Republican party uuder 
the House bill. 

Now, under the Senate amendment how will 
itstand? ‘The Republican party will probably 
carry the States that | shall now enumerate. 
New Jersey under the amendment will gain 
one, lilinois two, Michigan one, Iowa two, 
Wisconsin one, California one, Minnesota oae, 
and Kansas one, making ten that the Repub 
licans would probably gain under the amend- 
ment. Then under the amendment Georgia 
will gain one, Texas one, and Missouri two, 
making four. This would probably be a Dem 
oeratic gain. Deducting those four from the 
ten Republican gain, leaves a Republican gain 
of six. 

Now we come to the losses. Under the 
amendment Maine would lose one, New 
Hampshire one, Vermont one, Massachusetts 
one, Rhode Island one, Connecticut one, New 
York three, Pennsylvania two, Ohio two— 
thirteen. ‘Taking four from the thirteen and 
it makes a loss of nine to the Republican 
party, which, added to the thirteen you would 


| gain the other way, makes a difference of 


twenty-two electoral votes and twenty-two 
members of Congress. 

If the House Will was nota fair one on every 
principle, we could not ask the Senate to go 
for it, whatever advantage it might be to the 
predominant party; but it is a tair one; it is 
more just on every principle than the Senate 
amendment, and there is a difference between 
the two of just twenty-two electoral votes and 
twenty-two members of Congress. 

This, sir, is all that [ have to say at this 
time. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Mr. President, there 
is a curious ineident in our history quite in 
keeping with the remarks which have dropped 
from the Senator from Indiana. After the 


| Convention of 1787 had concluded its labors, 


and was about to rise and submit its work to 
the people of the United States for their ac- 
tion, Washington, the president of the Conven- 
tion, rose and stated that there was one point to 
which he wished to call the attention of the 
Convention in which he thought their work wae 
defective. He said they had provided that the 
ratio of representation should be forty thou- 
sand, and he thought the representation would 
not be large enough if forty thousand people 


| were required to elect a Representative, On 


this suggestion of Washington the ratio of 


| representation was cut down to thirty thou- 
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sand, that the number of the House might be | Mr. SHERMAN. ‘To show the fallacy of 


increased. 

Sir, what a change has come over the coun- 
try since then! Now, according to the House 
bill, the ratio is 134,675. If the representa- 
tion would not be large enough when the ratio 
was 40,000, how is it when the ratio is 154,675? 
‘There are many reasons why the representa- 
tion should be larger, if it were possible, to-day 
than atthe time when the Constitution went 
into operation. The territory of the country 
which the Government legislates has 
vastly increased since then. Not only so, but 
the subjects of legislation have multiplied and 
complicated, so that the themes with which the 
tepresentative must become acquainted, with 
which he ought to be familiar in order to be 
a wise, able, and efficient representative of 
the people, have largely increased. ‘These are 
some of the reasons why the representation in 
the House should be large. 

But, sir, there are other reasons why I pre- 
fer the House to the Senate bill, if it can be 
so amended as to make its total representa- 
tion three hundred instead of two hundred 
and eighty-three. I believe that the amend- 
ment to the law of 1850 proposed by Mr. 


over 


Vinton, and which is now in operation, was | 
It provides, asthe Senators | 
very well know, that the whole representative | 


unconstitutional. 


population of the country shall be divided by 
the number designated forthe House of Repre- 
sentatives, and in this way secures the ratio of 
representation, or the number that can electa 
member of Congress. If there is a fraction 


over, and that fraction isgreaterthan one half | 


of the number which it takes to elect a Repre- 
sentative, then an additional member is to be 


given to the State which possesses that major || 


traction. If it is a minority fraction, or a 
fraction less than one half the ratio, then they 
are to lose any representation for that minor- 
ity fraction. 

What results, sir, from this? There is a 
law which provides that the States shall be 
represented by districts; 


tory, containing as nearly as possible the num- 


ber of representative population fixed as the | 
i Now, take some of | 
the States; take Vermont, for instance. Under || 
the House bill she will have a fraction of || 
If only the people in the districts | 


ratio of representation. 


58,313. 
which choose members of Congress are repre- 
sented by the members, then this fraction goes 


that each State shall | 
be divided into districts of contiguous terri- | 


any principle whatever? 


the Senator's argument, I will remind him that 
the Senate proposition disfranchises sixty thou- 
sand people in the State of Rhode Island. 

Mr. PATTERSON. How does that show 
the fallacy of my proposition ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. By showing that itis im- 
possible, in any scheme that can be devised, to 
prevent inequality. Either of these schemes 
will work some inequality. You cannot make 
1b ong 


Ir. PATTERSON. What I was saying was 


this: that I believed the amendment to the 
apportionment bill made by Mr. Vinton was 


| unconstitutional, and I see nothing in the fact 


which the Senator from Ohio has brought for- 
ward to militate against my position. 
Mr. SHERMAN. What I wish to submit 


to the Senator is that it is impossible in the | 


nature of things by having any ratio of repre- 
sentation to prevent inequality of representa- 
tion. If you give to this small fraction in 
Vermont an additional member, you give to 
them more than they are entitled to. 

Mr. PATTERSON. ‘The inequality is not 
so great. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It may not be so great, 
but still the inequality is there. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Iadmit that there may 


be some inequality; but there might be a rule | 


established which would make the inequality 
very much less than it is. 
House bill is that it makes the inequality so 
great, an equality which I believe is uncon- 


inequality bya bill like this. If the represent- 


| ative value of each fraction could be determined 


by making the whole population of the State 
to which it belongs its denominator, instead 
of a common ratio, the rule would be fairer 
and our representation more equitable. 

Sut to return, if the Representatives of a 


State represent the whole population of the 
| State, let us see what the effect willbe: Florida 


will have one Representative for 187,748 peo- 
ple, while Rhode [sland will have a Represent- 
ative for 108,676. Is that fair? Can anybody 
make it fair? Is there anything just in it on 
Then take the State 
of Ohio. It will have one Representative for 
every 133,263 ofitspeople. Take my own State. 
It will have a Representative for 159,150. Is 
there any reason why Ohio should have 1 Rep- 


|| resentative for every 133,000 of its inhabitants, 


and New Hampshire only a Representative for 


unrepresented in the State; or if you say that || every 159,000 of its inhabitants? 


the representation covers the whole State, and 


Mr. SHERMAN. The ratio of apportion- 


that the whole population of the State is rep- || ment is 134,000, and we have the largest frac- 


resented by the Kepresentatives of the State, 
then there is unequal representation ; and that 
is in direct violation of the Constitution of the 
United States. The whole people must be rep- 
resented, because representation and taxation 


are both to be in proportion to the number of | 


the people. According to the House bill, you 


| of yours? 
I say that this is not fair, and we should bring 


| tion. 


Mr. PATTERSON. But do you not see 
that by losing the residual fraction we lose one 
third of our entire representation by losing a 
member, and you only one twenty-first part 
There is the inequality of the thing. 


My objection to the | 


tion of two counties in Vermont—Rutland and | justice as possible. 
Bennington—that would not be represented at || Mr. SHERMAN. If my friend will allow 
all. ‘They would have to pay taxes, but they || me, as this is a conversational debate, I will 
would have no representation. There would || say to him that this very point arose in the 
be taxation without representation—the very || constitutional Convention, and it was balanced 
thing for which the colonies went to war with || by this consideration: that while a fraction in 
Great Britain. a small State might fail to be represented, 
Mr. THURMAN, which would be a greater loss to it in propor- 
represented ? tion to its representation than the failure to 
Mr. PATTERSON. Because the whole || represent a fraction in a large State, still that 
number of people within those two counties of |} would be amply compensated for by the in- 
Vermont is about equal to the fraction which || creased representation it had in the Senate ; 
is not represented at all. 'and thatisso. The inequality of not counting 
Mr. THURMAN. Why do you select those || a fraction in a State like Vermont, that has two 
two counties ? or three Representatives, would be very great 
Mr. PATTERSON. 1 will select any other || in proportion to the number of Represent- 
two counties which happen to contain an | atives, but that is fully counterbalanced by 
amount of population just equal to this frac- the constitutional privilege of equal represent- 
| 


would have a population equal to the popula- || our representation as near to equality and to 


Why cannot they be | 





tion. That is my only purpose. ation in the Senate. 

Again, suppose you say that the whole popu- Mr. PATTERSON. I was not aware that 
lation is represented by the Representatives || any such position was taken inthe Convention. 
of the States, what happens? I will tell yon—— || I have never happened to see any such state- 
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rule which has been laid down by Mr. Vint ; 
| works, let me say that if you take two } 


| 
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| the Senate, because the Senators of eac} 
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ment in its debates. I supposed tha; the 


States were entitled to equal representation ie 


represent the limited sovereignty of the ae = 
and that that provision had no reference ie 
ever to the number of people in any way. 

Now, to show once more how unjustly thi 


on 


UL- 


dred and seventy as the number of the Ho, 
of Representatives, Rhode Island wil] haya 
two members, and if you take two hundyed 
and sixty she will have but one member, and 
if you take two hundred and eighty she y; 

have but onemember. Is there no injustice ce 
that? You must see that there is necessarily 
an inequality in the representation of the 
States growing out of that rule. 

Some one may say that the statement I hay» 
made as to Rhode Island results from a mic. 
print of the tables. It is not so by any means 
It is not a misprint. It happens becanco 
the number of major fractions when you take 
two hundred and eighty as the basis jy sy 
increased that Khode Island loses one member, 
and that is liable to happen in any State under 
this rule. 

There being such inequalities, is it no; 
better, in making an apportionment of the 
people inthe several States, that we should as 
far as possible do justice to every State? My 
State will lose one member under the House 
bill. If we can increase the number to three 


ise 


hundred we shall remain as now, represented 
_ stitutional, and I do not want to magnify that | 


by three Representatives, and as I have the 
list here, I will give the increase for each State 
on a representation of three hundred. Ala 
bama wili have an increase of two; Arkansas, 
of one; California, one; Connecticut, none; 
Delaware, none ; Florida, none ; Georgia, two; 
Illinois, six; Indiana, two ; Lowa, three ; Kan 
sas, two; Kentucky, one; Louisiana, one; 
Maine, none; Maryland, one; Massachusetts, 
one; Michigan, three; Minnesota, one; Mis. 
sissippl, two; Missouri, five ; Nebraska, none; 
Nevada, none; New Hampshire, none; New 
Jersey, two; New York, tour; North Caro- 
lina, one; Ohio, two; Oregon, none; Penn- 
sylvania, four; Rhode Island, none; South 
Carolina, two; Tennessee, one; Texas, two; 
Vermont, none; Virginia, one; West Vir- 
ginia, none; Wisconsin,two. Anamendment 
making the whole number three hundred will 
meet all the objections urged by the Senato: 
from Ohio against the bill of the Senate com- 
mittee, and will meet, I believe, his desiresas 
well as the House bill. For these reasons | 
ain in favor of the House bill with that amend: 
ment. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I think 
if my friend from New Hampshire will reflect 
a little he will find that it is not very much to 
the advantage of his State, if the question of 
sectional representation is to be taken into 
account, to enlarge the House of Representa- 
tives very much ; for suppose you can preserve 
precisely the proper alban amount of repre: 
sentation between the several States according 
to their population, just as you enlarge the 
House, just so you enlarge the absolute major: 
ity of a section of the country to which the 
Senator does not belong, and while the rela- 
tive weight of his section in the House might 
be greater than it would be under either ol 
those bills that are now before the Senate, the 
absolute majority in the House against lis 
section of the Republic might be, and would 


| necessarily be, much larger if the House 1s 
| increased, and it is the absolute majority that 


in the end makes the legislation. 

I do not propose to take up much of the 
time of the Senate on this bill, for I confess 
that I am in a state of equilibrium upon it. 


/am really almost indifferent, I will not sa) 


entirely so, whether the bill of the House or 
the bill reported by the Judiciary Committee 
shall be adopted. But this I do feel bound to 
say, that while the bill as it came from the 
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to my own State than the amended bill as 
reported by the Judiciary Committee, | am 
erfectly convinced that the measure of the 
‘judiciary Committee 1s more equitable and 


. f 
House of Representatives is more favorable | 


more consistent with the requirements of the | 


Constitution; in other words, it is a fairer 
pill ; it obeys the injunctions of the Constitu- 
tion more nearly than does the bill that came 


from the House of Representatives. 


\ny Senator who will reflect fora moment | 


will see that it never could have been the inten- 


tion of the framers of the Constitution that 
vou should get absolute mathematical equality 


of representation according to population. If | 


my friend from New Hampshire will pay me a 


little attention for a moment on that subject, 


as he is a mathematician, he will see what my | 


‘dea is, and that it is sound, 
have been intended that you should get abso- 
lute mathematical accuracy in the distribution 
of the representation, because that would re- 
quire that the population of the States should 
be divisible by a common divisor. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Allow me aword. I 


It never could | 


never supposed you could get it exactly; but | 


| will suggest a way in which you can approx- 
‘mate to it much nearer than you can by the 
present rule. Suppose you take the whole 
representative population of the country and 


divide it by any number that you propose to | 


have in the House, and get the ratio. Then 
find the nearest ratio of the population of the 
States to that ratio, either above or below it, 
and it will give you the nearest approximation 
to a just representation of the State. The 
ratio of representation in the State may be a 
little above or a little below the ratio obtained 
by dividing the whole representative popula- 


tion of the country by the number which you | 


have designated for the House. 
Mr. THURMAN. 


that plan. Itis set forth with all its merits 


I am not ignorant of || 


and some of the objections to it ina pamphlet | 


of Mr. Walton, which has been printed, a 
centleman from Vermont, who has manifested 
great knowledge on this subject and very great 
ustuteness upon it, too, and whose labors are 
of value in considering the question. But I 
think it is perfectly demonstrable that that 
plan is open to the very same objections which 
may be urged against this plan. In that plan 
as in this some States get more representation 
than they are fairly entitledto mathematically, 
and some States get less, because the difficulty 
is inherent in the subject; it cannot be avoided. 


Therefore, the framers of the Constitution, in | 
providing for representation in proportion to | 


population, required that we shall arrive at | 
the nearest point of practical equality which | 


we can attain. That they did require. 
must obtain the nearest point of practical 
equality between the States according to their 


population; but we are not bound to attempt | 


that which is clearly impossible.. 

It is upon this principle of obtaining the 
nearest practical equality that the representa- 
tion of fractions has always been allowed from 
the very first apportionment down to this day. 
They have been represented always; and why 
so? 
it would be great injustice to a State that that 
State should have that fraction thrown away ; 
for the rule must be one way or the other: re- 
ject all fractions or consider the large fractions. 


Because a fraction might be so large that | 


Now let us see how it would be if you reject | 


all fractions. 
of Maine. 


Take a single State, the State || 
I will take the calculation made || 


under the fourteenth amendment, which is the | 


Only constitutional calculation that has been | 
made on the subject, at page 8 of the Senate | 


committee’s tables. Bearing in mind that the 


basis of the ratio is 157,109, we find that | 


Maine has a fraction of 152,149, within five 
thousand of the basis of the ratio. Would it not 
be monstrous that Maine should have that frac- 
tion thrown away and not have a Represent- 
ative for it? It would certainly be monstrous. 
And when we give here a representation for 





We | 
| a calculation 





that fraction, we do nothing but substantial 
justice ; we give here a representation as nearly 
proportioned to population as the nature of the 
subject will admit. 

Now, let us take another case the opposite 
of that. ‘Take New Hampshire. Upon this 
same basis New Hampshire has two members 
and a fraction of only 1,451. Of all the States 
of this Union New Hampshire is exactly that 
one that has the largest representation in pro- 
portion to her population, for she has the 
smallest fraction—lI believe it is the smallest 
of all—only 1,451. Will anybody say that 
New Hampshire ought to have a Representa- 
tive for 1,451 people or less than three hun- 
dredvoters? Noonewillsaythat. ‘hereport 
of the Senate committee is that which of all 
others does exact justice to the State of New 
Hampshire, and if the other States had frac- 
tions no greater than New Hampshire the 
Senate bill would be nearly perfection itself. 


| She of all States has the least right to com- 


plain. 

Mr. President, I wish now to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate in a few words to some facts 
in regard to these various propositions. It will 
be found upon an examination of the House 
bill that the House proceeded without any 
respect to the fourteenth amendment. They 
ignored it. Whether ornot that is all right in 
the House, which has a large majority of Rad- 
icals in it, Ido not know, but they did: they 
ignored it entirely. When it came before the 
Senate committee, we concluded to look into 
that subject and see what would be the effect 


| if we paid respect to the fourteenth amend- 


ment, and therefore we made two calculations, 
after having resolved to recommend that the 
House should not be increased beyond its 
present number of two hundred and forty-three; 
one based upon the population just as the 
House took it, without making any deductions 
as required by the fourteenth amendment, and 
the other based upon the population after 
making the deductions required by the four- 
teenth amendment. And now I must say in 
regard to those deductions that while it is true 
that the Secretary of the Interior and the 


| Superintendent of the Census say that but lit- 
| tle reliance can be placed upon the enumera- 


tion of the persons who are denied the rightof 
suffrage for other causes than treason or 
other crime, yet they do say (and an examina- 
tion of the table will show it) that the table 
which gives the persons disfranchised is about 
as accurate as statistics generally are, and it 
will be found upon an examination of it that 
it is pretty substantially fair to the different 
States. However, that becomes of no import- 
ance now, because of this singular fact, that 
whether you take the House bill and make 
upon the actual population, 
ignoring the fourteenth amendment, or take 
the fourteenth amendment into account and 
make the proper deductions under it, or 
whether you take the bill as reported by the 
Senate Judiciary Committee and calculate 
upon the whole population, or calculate upon 
the population after making the deductions 
required by the fourteenth amendment, it 
does not make one iota of change. ‘That is 
to say, if you take the House bill there will 
be two hundred and eighty-three members, 
and no matter which basis of population you 
take they will be apportioned in preeisely the 
same way to the States as they are in that bill. 
So, too, if you take the Senate substitute of 
two hundred and forty-three, the number of 
members is precisely the same, whether you 
calculate upon a basis that ignores the four- 
teenth amendment, or whether you take that 


| amendment into account. 


And there is another singular fact, that 
upon either calculation the number of frac- 
tions is precisely the same, namely, seven- 
teen; and a still farther singular fact, that the 
seventeen States that get the fractions are pre- 


cisely the same seventeen States in each case. | 
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enables us to decide this question exactly 
right, precisely right, as the Constitution 
requires it to be; and it enables us to take 
either the two hundred and forty-three or the 
two hundredand eighty-three, as Congress may 
decide, without doing injustice to any State 
whatever, so far as the representation of frac- 
tions is concerned. 

Mr. President, that being the case, and pass- 
ing by these other amendments as of minor 
importance, the main question before the Sen- 
ate is this: shall the House of Representatives 
consist of two hundred and eighty-three mem- 
bers, or shallit consist of two hundred and forty- 
three members? Upon the debate that took 
place, | think nearly two years ago, on the 
bill which then passed the Senate, and which 
fixed the number of members at three hug 
dred, but to which the House dissented—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let me correct my friend. 
The House did not dissent; it did not act. 

Mr. THURMAN. That is very nearly the 


| same thing. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 
thing. 

Mr. THURMAN. If they had been very 
much in love with it I suppose they would 
have acted. I confess that I voted for that 
bill. I confess, further, that I made a little 
speech in reply to my friend from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Davis, | and it was a very feeble reply to 
a very strong speech, in which I advocated 
the higher number of three hundred; but I 
voted for the bill upon the distinct declaration 


It is quite a different 


| that I was in favor of that bill because it would 


enable the States to elect Representatives to 


the Forty-Second Congress under the new 


| apportionment, and that under it no State 


would lose in its representation. That was an 
important consideration with me, and I voted 
for that bill. Subsequent reflection has led 
me to think that on the generel question of 
whether the House ought to be inereased in 
number, the views that | then expressed were 
hardly as sound as I could wish them to be. 
I have improved a little by reflection on that 
subject, and I hope I slall continue to do so 
on every subject upon which I have time for 


| reflection. 


| understand him to be in favor of that. 
| shows very well that we have’ outgrown that 


| are now thirty-eight million people. 


Mr. MORTON. You have not improved 
on the snbject of adjournment. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. THURMAN. Wait till you read my 
speech and then you will see on that subject. 
| Laughter. } 

Now, Mr. President, let us see whether we 
can go on increasing the House in proportion 
to the increased population of the country. 
‘Khe Senator from New Hampshire called at- 
tention to the fact that upon a suggestion of 
Washington, the minimum populauon to en- 
title persons to a Representative was put at 
thirty thousand instead of forty thousand. He 
certainly would not contend that we should 
take that basis now. What representation 
would that give in the House of Representa- 
tives if we were to take that as the present 
basis? It would make the House to consist of 
twelve hundred and seventy members. Cer- 
tainly he is not in favor of that, and I do not 
That 


provision in the Constitution. Nobody will 
pretend that we should ever approximate even 
thirty thousand as the basis of the ratio. We 
If we 


increase in the same ratio in which we have in- 


| creased from 1790 to this day, in fifty years we 


shall have over one hundred millions of pop- 
ulation; in one hundred years we shall have 
considerably over two hundred millions of pop- 
ulation. Can you go on with even such aratio as 
that now provided? Where would your House 
of Representatives be? It would be way up to 
two thousand members—I speak now without 
calculating—way up to a number utterly im- 


| practicable for the transaction of business. 


lrhere must be, then, some limit. 
While I agree that the smaller the constit- 


It is very fortunate that it is so, because it || uency of a Representative is the more likely 
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larger the number of persons are who elect a 
Representative the more room there is for 
choosing good men. If you were to cut down 
the representative basis to thirty thousand, 
and then elect in single districts, what would 
be the result? Although there is no law to 
prohibit the people of a district from electing 
u man who lives in another district, yet we 
know that they never will do it. Usage is so 
much against it, and local pride is so much 
against it, that they never will do it. Then, 
the choice of a member must be made out of 
these who are supposed to be fit within those 
thirty thousand people, and you do not have 
the sume scope to choose, the same opportunity 
finding good men, that you have if the repre- 
sentative population for a member isincreased 
to one hundred thousand or one hundred and 
fifty thousand, as is proposed in this bill. While 
I do not think that the House of Represent- 
atives will continue to be maaan to two 
hundred and forty-three members, or even two 
hundred and eighty-three members; while I 
think the time will come when it will perhaps 
exceed three hundred members; while I think 
that will be found inevitable, yet I do not 
believe that we ought to hasten that time. 

I ought to say one word iu answer to a sug- 
gestion made by my colleague that pertains to 
our own State alone. If we cut down the num- 
ber to two hundred and forty-three he appre- 
hends difficulty in passing any districting bill 
in the Legislature of the State of Ohio, owing 
to the fact that in one branch of the Legisla- 
ture there the parties are equally divided, and 
the Lieutenant Governor, who is presiding offi- 
cer, has no casting vote on a bill. On that 
question, as to the power of the Lieutenant 
Governor, | do not think any good lawyer 
can doubt for a moment, and therefore the 
case is as my colleague states it, that the 
senate is a tie; but that very fact, instead 
of militaung against the possibility of pass- 
ing « bill, is the very fact of all others that 
will secure the passage of a fair bill in Ohio. 
It is the very thing that of all others will pre- 
veut that State from being gerrymandered, to 
use @ popular phrase, on this subject. The 
Republicans there have a decided majority in 
the house of representatives. In the senate 


‘| members of Congress. 


place on the same day. 


same day, you do interpose a not inconsid- 


Whenever you pro- | 
_ vide that elections shall take place upon the | 


erable check to frauds in elections, to double | 


voting, to the transmission of voters from one 


State to another, and you do allow the people | 


to vote for their Representatives undisturbed 
by considerations which they ought not to take 
at all into account. 

There is some trouble, it is true, about fix- 
| ing this provision of the act to go into effect 
_next fall. Itis the trouble suggested by the 

Senator from Indiava, and that is the neces- 
sity of some legislation on the part of the 
States to provide for the machinery of such 
' an election, Mark you, it does not require 
any more elections than are now required, for 


the election isto be on the same day with the | 


presidential election, so that in no State is 
any additional election required by this pro- 
vision next fall. In the States in which the 
State election is held in October, as it is in 
| Ohio, Indiana, lowa, and some other States, 
that election will be held, but it would be held 
anyhow, whether you changed the law in re- 
| gard to members of Congress or not, for there 
ure State officers to be elected. In the same 


\| States the people must meet in November to 


vote for electors of President and Vice Presi- 
dent, and they are put tono more inconven- 
| ience if at that same election they vote for 
Then, so far as the 
people are concerned, this section of the bill 
subjects them to no inconvenience whatso- 
| ever; it subjects them to the holding of no 
additional election whatsoever. All that is 
| necessary is, even if that be necessary, that 
| the Legislatures of the States shall make their 
election laws in respect to members of Con- 
gress apply to this election upon the day in 
November which now apply to it on the day 
in October. 


| The Legislatures of nearly all the States are 


now in session. An act can be drawn in ten 


lines or less which will effect that object. The | 
Legislature of nearly every State isin session ; | 


the Legislature of my State isin session. In 
the time allowed by the Constitution, three 
| days in each House, they can pass in a single 
| week, or by suspending the rules if necessary 
'in a single day, a bilito apply the election 


there is a tie between the two parties; and it || laws of tbat State applicable to members of 
is that very fact, that neither party can get the || Congress to the election to be held in Novem- 


advantage over the other, which will secure a || ber. 
fair districting of the State of Ohio, and I have || States. 


no fears but that it will be etlected—not the 
slightest in the world. 
not intend to be without representation’ in the 
next Congress; it has no idea of it. Those 
legislators dare not go to their people without 
massing such a bill. 
roe to his constituents and say that he has 


Not one of them dares go | 


The State of Ohio does || in November. 


| 
| 


The same thing can be done in the other 
In almost every State the Legislature 
is in session or is to meet before the election 
The only States that | know of 
in which that is not the case—although my 
information may not be entirely accurate—is 
the State of Indiana and the State of Texas. 
In Texas they have no Legislature at all, as I 
understand. The terms of office of the old 


refused to pass a bill districting the State and | Legislature have expired and there is none to 


thus deprived Ohio of representation in the 
next Congress. 
fore, and it shall be the fairest bill, perbaps, 
that ever was passed in Ohio, if the parties 


State; thatis, with a tie in the senate, so that 
neither party can obtain an unjust advantage 
over the other. 
will be a redistricting of my State. 

Then comes a very important question in 
regard to the time of holding the election. It 
is proposed in this bill that the election for 
members of Congress shall be on the same 
day as the presidential election in the years 
in which a President is elected, and on the 


call together, as 1 understand. That, of all 


A bill will be passed, there- || other reasons, is a reason, it seems to me, why 


_we should fix the election in that State by our 
| own provision, as we have a clear right to do. 
remain as they are in the Legislature of that || But in Indiana there is a Legislature to be 
called and it can be called, and in order to 


preserve the representation of that State it no 


Ihave no fears but that there , doubt would be called—called not only to pass 


this law, but also called to redistrict the State, 


| if they thought fit to redistrict it, although it 


| 
} 
' 


I 
1 
} 
| 


is not necessary that Indiana should redistrict, 
as she neither loses nor gains by the bill as 
reported by the Judiciary Committee. Somuch 


. 


for that amendment. 


In regard to section six, I agree with my col- | 


same day in years in which a President is not | league that it is of no use here in the world. 


elected ; and that in every State iu the Union 
the election shall take place upon the same 
day. 1 think as a general principle it is best 


to have our elections on the same day when- | the other. 


ever we can. We provided long ago by law 


see any reason why it should be here. 


It is in the Constitution already, and I do not 


But | 
do not know that it does any harm one way or 


It is 


day throughout the United States, and for the || bers thought it had better be put in, and I have 
same reason we may well provide that the || no objection to it. 


It is merely repeating in the words | 
| of the constitutional amendment, article four- | 
that the election of electors of President and || teen, the provision of that amendment, 
Vice President should take place on the same || a very harmless thing anyhow, but some mem- | 
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7 
is he to represent them correctly, there are | election of members of Congress shall take | 
difficulties on the other side, because the | 


'| haps, also, | ought to be intluenced to 





| to deteat it! 





January 26, 


—————— ee 


Now, Mr. President, I believe I h 
swered everything that has been sai 
least have stated as clearly as I am able ; 
do, the differences between these bills ang the 
reasons that operated on my mind to indnes 
me to support the amendment proposed } 
the Judiciary Committee of the Senate, a 





ave an- 
d, or at 


SOme 
extent by a resolution that passed the last 


house of representatives of the Ohio Legis. 
lature by an almost unanimous vote, in which 
they declared their opinion against increasing 
the number of the national House otf Repre- 
sentatives. However, I do not rely on that 
as justification at all. - 

But the Senator from Indiana has sounded 
another note here which is to defeat the com. 
mittee’s amendment, and that is that the Sep. 
ale committee’s amendment is injurious to the 
Republican party ; and therefore, no matter 
whether it is fairer or not, no matter whether 
it is more constitutional or not, if it will hays 
the effect to injure the Republican party in the 
next presidential election, this Senate ought 
I have one short answer to make 
to that, aside from the fact that it seems to me 
the argument is not a legitimate argument at 
all, and aside from the fact that the defeat of 
the Kepublican party in the next presidential 
election is ‘‘a consuramation devoutly to be 
wished.’’ Apart from all considerations of 
that kind, I have one thing to state, simply 
to put the mind of my friend from Ludiana 
completely at ease. if he makes his caleu- 
lation upon the hypothesis that the States 
will vote as he says they will vote in order 
to find out whether the Republican party 
will gain or lose, he must carry that out 
to the end; he must assume in all argument 
of the subject that the States will vote as 
he supposes they will vote. He cannot as 
sume that they will vote as he supposes 
they will vote for the purpose of showing 
that the Senate bill will lose votes for the 
Republican party, and then assume that they 
will not vote as he has assumed they will vote 
for the purpose of showing that the Repub 
lican partyis in danger. He cannot do that. 
Now, then, let me tell him that if the States 
vote as he assumes they will vote, there is no 
apportionment bill which can be passed that 
will defeat the Republican party, and that 
ought to enable him to possess his soul in peace. 
[Laughter.] If all the States which he has 
assumed are Republican, and which he has 
taken into the account in order to find out 
tepublican gains and Republican losses, shall 
vote for the Republican candidate for the 
Presidency, there is no power on this earth 
that can prevent his election, and so there is 
no necessity that this Senate shall violate the 
Constitution or pass an unfair apportionment 
billin order to secure the Republican party 
from defeat. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ay- 
THONY in the chair.) The question is on the 
first amendment reported by the Committee 
on the Judiciary, which will be read. 

The amendment was read, being to strike 
out the first section of the House bill, in the 
following words: 


That from-and after the 3d day of March, 1873, the 
House of Representatives shall be composed of two 
hundred and eighty-three members, to be appor- 
tioned among the several States in accordance with 
the provisions of this act, thatis to say: tothe State 
of Maine, five; tothe State of New Hampshire. two; 
to the State of Vermont, two; to the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, eleven; to the State of Rhode Island, 
two; to the State of Connecticut, four; to the State 
of New York, thirty-two; to the Stute of New Jer- 
sey, seven; to the State of Pennsylvania, twenty- 
six; to the State of Delaware, one; to the State of 
Maryland, six: totheState of Virginia, nine; tu the 
State of North Carolin», eight; to the State of South 
Carolina, five; to the State of Georgia, nine; to the 
State of Alubama, seven; to the 5 ate of Missis- 
sippi, six; to the State of Louisiann. five; to the 
State of Ohio, twenty; to the State of Kentucky, ten; 
to the State of ‘Lennessee niue; to the State of In- 
diana, twelve; totbe State of Lilinois, nineteen; to 
the State of Missouri, thirteen; to the State of Ark- 
ansas, four; to the State of Michigan, nine; to the 
State of Florida, one; to the State of Lexas, six; t? 
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the State of Iowa, nine; to the State of Wisconsin, 
eis fT ianesota, three; to the State of Oregon, one: 
ts the State of Kansas, three; to the State of West 
Virginia. three; to the State of Nevada, one; to the 
State of Nebraska, one: Provided, That if, after each 
gpportionment shall have been made, any new State 
shall be admitted into the Union, the Representative 
or Representatives of such new State shall be addi- 
‘ional to the number of two hundred and eighty- 
three herein limited. 


And to insert in lieu thereof the following : 


That from and after the 3d day of March, 1873, 
the House of Representatives shall be composed of 
two hundred and forty-three members, to be appor- 
tioned among the several States in accordance with 
the provisions of thisact, thatistosay: to the State 
of Maine, four; to the State of New Hampshire, 
two; tothe State of Vermont, twu; tothe State of 
Massachusetts, nine; to the State of Rhode Island, 
of New York, twenty-eight; to the State of New 
Jersey, six; to the State of Pennsylvania, twenty- 


two; tothe State of Delaware, one; to the State of | 
Maryland, five; to the State of Virginia, eight; to | 


the State of North Carolina, seven; to the State of 
South Carolina, four; to the State of Georgia, eight; 
to the State of Alabama, six; to the State of Missis- 
sippi, five; to the State of Louisiana, five; to the 


State of Ohio, seventeen ; to the State of Kentucky, || 


eight; to the Stateof Tennessee, eight; to the State 


of Indiana, eleven; to the State of Illinois, sixteen; | 


to the State of Missouri, eleven; to the State of 


Arkansas, three; to the State of Michigan, seven ; 
to the State of Florida, one; to the State of Texas, | 


to the State of California, four; to the State | 


to the State cf Connecticut, three; to the State | 


| 


| the motion. 





five; to the State of Iowa, eight; to the State of | 


Wiscensin, seven; to the State of California, four; 
tothe State of Minnesota, three; to the State of 
Oregon. one; to the State of Kansas, two; to the 
State of West Virginia, three; to the State of Ne- 
vada, one; tothe State of Nebraska, one: Provided, 
That if, after such apportionment shall have been 
made, any new State shall be admitted into the 
Union, the Representative or Representatives of 
such new State shall be additional to the number 
of two hundred and forty-three herein limited. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. In order to carry out the 
view that I have expressed, and in order to 
test the sense of the Senate on the proposi- 
tion that I have advocated in committee and 
out of it last year and this, that the number 
ought to be increased, I move to amend the 
amendment, so that we can have the sense of 
the Senate in that way, by striking out ‘‘ two 
hundred and forty three’’ and inserting ‘‘ three 
hundred.’? Then, if that is agreed to, the 
details can be adjusted afierward. 


Mr. MORTON. I ask for the yeas and nays | 


on that amendment to the amendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


Vermont to the amendment of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, increasing the number of 
Representatives to three hundred. 

‘Lhe question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 16, nays 31; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Anthony, Cragin, Edmunds, Flan- 
agan, Gilbert, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, 
Morton, Nye, Patterson, Ramsey, Rice, Schurz, 
Sherman, Sprague, and Wilson—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Blair, Boreman, Caldwell, 
Chandler, Cole, Conkling, Davis of Kentucky, Davis 
of West Virginia, Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, 
Ferry of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Goldthwaite, 
Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Hill, Hitchcock, Kelly, 
Norwood, Osborn, Kobertson, Saulsbury. Sawyer, 
Scott, Stevenson, Stockton, Sumner, Thurman, 
Trumbull, and Wright—31. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Brownlow, 
Buckingham, Cameron, Carpenter, Casserly, Clay- 
ton, Cooper, Corbett, Hamilton of Maryland, Har- 
lan, Howe, Johnston, Kellogg, Lewis, Logan, Pom- 
eroy, Pool, Pratt, Spencer, Stewart, Tipton, Vick- 
ers, West, and Windom—26, 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I presume I 
am in the condition of a very large number 
of the Senate, being one who has not had 
very much time to examine the report of the 
committee since it was made. I got the re- 
port yesterday afternoon and carried it home 
with me. I had to attend a committee meet- 
ing this morning, and I have not had time crit- 
ically to examine it. I desire to make some 
remarks upon the House bill, and I would 
like a little further time to examine the re- 
port of the Judiciary Committee before a 
final vote shall be had upon the bill before us. 

think it is a matter of sufficient importance 
to justify us in taking a little more time to 
consider it. As it is now the usual time of 


The ques- | 


tion is on the amendment of the Senator from || yg vote down this and agree on some other. 


|| one. 


ee 


our adjournment, if there be no objection, I 


will move that the Senate adjourn. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope not. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena- | 


tor from Vermont moves that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President—— 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I withdraw 
the motion. 

Mr. MORTON. If the Senator persists in 
his desire to have this bill postponed, I pro- 


| pose to interpose a motion to postpone its | 


consideration, with a view to take up the res- 
olution with regard to final adjournment. 

Mr MORRILL, of Vermont. 
I move to postpone the present 
bill until to-morrow. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena- 


tor from Vermont moves to postpone the fur- | 
'| ther consideration of the present bill until 
|| to-morrow. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
will be adopted now in regard to this bill. 
Here is a bill the importance of early action 
upon which everybody recognizes. The Legis- 
latures of numerous States are in session, and 
are prolonging their sessions to know how 
many members of Congress are to be appor- 
tioned to their States that they may district 
them. If this bill is to have the go-by to get 


I will change | 


I hope no such course | 
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| 


ine their elaborate work. 
motion in any spirit of defeating the bill, or 
| with any intention of getting up anything eise ; 
|| but I do ask in common fairness that we may 


619 








I have not made this 


|| have time to examine this intricate report that 
|| has been made here by the Senator from Illi- 
| nois. My inclination bas been strong to support 


|| the bill as reported by the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, and I confess that I voted for the motion 


| of my colleague with great doubt as to its pro- 


| 


| priety. I want time to examine the subject. I 
can go on to-night and make my remarks in 
criticising the bill of the House; but in com- 


| mon decency I do not want to find fault with 


| 
} 


| 
j 
| 


| 
1} 


| 


'} 
} 


|| upon these bills. 


up & resolution on another subject, it will be | 


discussed here, perhaps, for weeks, like the 
amnesty question. Now I ask of Senators to 
hold on to this bill, and let us act upon it; | 
hope to-night, and if not to-night, certainly 


| to-morrow. 


The Senator from Vermont says he wants 
to examine it. 
House of Representatives more than a month 
ago. 


It is no new question. It was 


| 
| 


Why, sir, this bill passed the | 


The House bill has been before us more |! 
| than a month. 


reported by the Judiciary Committee as long | 


ago as Tuesday, and it is not a question about 
which, it seems to me, the Senate need take 
a great deal of time. 

be readily understood. 


| mont will be acceded to by the Senate. 


the bill of the House unless | have something 
better to propose. ‘Therefore I ask that this 
subject may go over until to-morrow. We 
have reached the usual time for adjournment, 
and I donot think the Senate ought to be under 
the whip and spur to pass this bill at the first 
sitting that we get it up for consideration, 

Mr. FLANAGAN. I most earnestly hope 
that the proposition of my friend from Ver- 
For 
my part, I am disposed to submit some remarks 
Neither one nor the other 
of them suits me. ‘Therefore | shall not be 
prepared to vote very hurriedly in this case. 
It is a very important measure. If either 
proposition submitted to the Senate now was 


enacted, I would not feel like going back to 


Texas if I had not entered my protest. My 
State to some extent has been thrown outside. 
She is not upon an equality with the great 
States of this Union. I must at least show 
that I endeavored to place her thus before I 
ean claim that I have represented my State as 
I should do. ‘Therefore I move, sir, that the 
Senate go into executive session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Texas moves that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


| ness. 


It is a matter that can | 
We have got to ap- || 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope not. 
The motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. Mr. President, 


| portion the members of Congress upon the | I hope that the Sena’e will act upon this bill 


‘late census in some form, and you can adopt || this evening. 
| no rule that will satisfy everybody. 
the one that is adopted comes as near it as || 


Perhaps 


any one that we could adopt; butif not, let | 


I am not particular about it. I would 
have been satisfied to pass the bill as it came 


The judgment of the Senate is 
as fixed as fate upon this measure, and a 
month’s discussion would not at all modify 
that judgment or the decision of the Senate. 
Anybody that looks at the auspices under which 
it is pressed, as they have manifested them- 


' selves in the Senate to-day, will understand 


| irom the House of Representatives at once. I | that party considerations have decided and 


iam satisfied to do that now. 


| ments; 
| be entirely 


this bill with amendments as the organ of the 


but ali I desire is a vote, and I shall 
satisfied to take the bill as it 
passed the House of Representatives. Nor 
would I complain at all if the Senate thought 
proper to amend it by adopting the motion of 
the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Epmunps] 
to fix the number of representatives at three 
hundred, though I did not vote for that 
amendment. 


As I said, having reported the bill in the | 
shape that it is upon your table, with the 


amendments, I feel that unless some good 
reason should be given that I have not heard 


| in the Senate, it is my duty to stand by the 
| report so far as to vote for it; but | do pro- 


test against these efforts to put over the bill 
and delay it. 
ought to finish it to-night. If we cannot 
to-night, I ask the Senate not to give it the 
go-by, but to hold on to it until it is time to 
adjourn, and then to adjourn until to-morrow, 
and come here then and finish it this week. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
no view to retard the passage of this bill that 
I made the suggestion that [ have made to the 
Senate. 

The Senator talks of this being here for a 
month. Why, sir, the Senate committee held 
it in their hands nearly the whole of the time. 
They have been examining it nearly a month, 
and now they give us but asingle day toexam- 


As I reported || will express the judgment of the Senate upon 


|| this measure, and that party decision is as 
committee, | will vote to sustain the amend- | 


j 


fixed and as inflexibly rendered now as it is 
possible to be; and if the honorable Senator 


"from Indiana and his friends will just permit 


This is Friday, and I think we | 


| 


| 


| executive session. 


| tion. 


the Senate to come to a vote, although I sball 


|| vote differently from what be does, I have no 
|| doubt at all that the result will be in con- 
\| 
| 


formity to his wishes. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The ques- 


' tion is on the motion of the Senator from Ver- 


mont, to postpone the further consideration of 
this bill until to-morrow. 

Mr. THURMAN. I hope it will not be 
postponed. Even if the Senate do not wish 
to proceed with the bill further to day, why 
should we postpone it? Let it be the unfin- 
ished business when we adjourn or go into 
Do not postpone it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I do not ask 


| to have it postponed, but merely to leave it so 
|| that it will come up at our next session. 


Mr. THURMAN. That can be effected by 


| a motion to adjourn or to go into executive 
|| session. 
It was with || 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The motion to go into 


| executive session has been made and voted 
| down, and I hope it will not be renewed. 


Mr. THURMAN. I hope go, too. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let us have a vote on 
the amendment of the Judiciary Committee, 
That will be a test question. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That will bea test ques- 
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Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I move that the Senaté do now adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Vermont moves that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

[he motion was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion now is on the first amendment reported 
iby the Committee on the Judiciary. 

“Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. If the Sen- 

determines that I shall go on to-night, 
[ will do so, but I much prefer to wait until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. MORTON. I hope a request of that 
kind will be regarded by the Senate. 

Mr. WILSON. Certainly; itis only adelay 
of on day. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The reason I made the 
request i did, was that after the Senate have 
taken the vote on this question it leaves the 
matler open, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
my colleague wishes to discuss. 
vote first and discuss it afterward. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No; but the whole bill 
is opened up on the other amendments, and I 
understand the Senator desires to offer amend- 
ments, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I do not 
desire to do that; but I desire to examine 
the report of the committee to see what its 
value is. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I feel embarrassed by 
the appeal of the Senator from Vermont. I 
think it is asking a great deal of the Senate, 
ona bill of this kind to insist on its going 
over; but I submit this, by his permission: if 
the Senate will agree to take the vote at some 
hour to-morrow, let the bill then go over until 
to-morrow and let us take the vote at some 
hour agreeable to the Senate, and let it be 
understood that we will take the vote to-mor- 


You want to 





row, and dispose of it. I suggest that we take | 


the vote to-morrow at four o'clock. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Say Monday at four o'clock. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No; the bill ought to 
pass this week. If there be no objection I 
suggest that we proceed to vote on the bill 
and amendments at four o'clock to-morrow. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Bay five. 

Several Senators. Say three o'clock. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
get through with the discussion earlier. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Illinois proposes that by unanimous 


consent it shall be agreed to commence voting | 
on the amendments to this bill to-morrow at | 
| 


four o clock. 
Several SENATORS. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
suit me, but my friend before me [Mr. Ep- 
MUNDS] wants it fixed for four o'clock. 
Several Senators. Say four. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


Say three o’clock. 


Is there any 


‘The Chair hears none. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. 
el ”* Stet 2. 

Mr. HILL. ‘The Senator will remember 
that the amnesty bill was set down for Mon- 
day. 

Lhe PRESIDING OFFICER. 
any objection to the proposition? 
**No!”’ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
tion? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
mence voting on the bill to-morrow at four 
o'clock. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
no objection. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. There is objection, 
because | suggest Monday. 

Mr. MORTON. I give notice that imme- 


I hope there will be 


I will move to take up the resolution iu regard 
to final adjournment. 


Mr. TRUMBULL, 


That is the very point 


l’our o'clock, unless we ! 


Three o'clock would | 


I suggest Monday. || 


Is there | 
[‘*No!’? || 
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'| Texas objects we cannot fix it. Then the 


only way I know is to go on, I must insist 


|| upon going on with the bill if the Senator 
| from Texas objects to the arrangement for | 
'| voting to-morrow. 


| Mr. FLANAGAN. Well, I withdraw the 

| objection. 

| ‘fhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The objec- 
tion is withdrawn. It is then ordered that at 

four o’clock to-morrow the Senate will com- 
| mence voting upon the amendments to this 

| bill without further debate. 

Mr. CONKLING. Unless the debate ex- 
hausts itself sooner. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Certainly. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- | 


_ tives by Mr. McPHerson, its Clerk, announced 
| that the House had passed the bill (S. No. 390) 
| granting a pension to Sarah Evans. 


| ‘The message also announced that the House | 
| had passed the following bills; in which it 


requested the concurrence of the Senate: 


| A bill (H. R. No. 855) granting a pension | 


| to John S. Corlett; 


officers in the Treasury Department to credit 

| John Seys, of Ohio, the sum therein men- 
| tioned ; 

A bill (H. RR. No. 1195) granting a pension 


|| to Melissa Rankin, mother of Oliver S. Rankin ; 


A bill (H. R. No. 1196) granting a pension 
| to Mrs. Jane Dulany; 
| <A bill (H. R. No. 1197) granting a pension 
to Captain Henry M. Scott; 


A bill (H. R. No. 1198) granting a pension | 


to Ann Hunter; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1199) granting a pension 
to Charlotte Crane; 

A bill (H. Rt. No. 1200) granting a pension 
to Rev. William H. Rogers; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1201) granting a pension 
| to Mary Jane Stone, widow of William J. 
Stone, late second lieutenant thirty-seventh 
Kentucky infantry ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1303) granting a pension 


|| to Martha Elwell; 
| A bill(H. R. No. 1205) granting an increase 


| of pension to James H. Hogan, of Batavia, in 
the State of New York; 

A bill (H. R. No, 1206) granting a pension 
to Timothy Paige; 


the war of 1812; 
A bill (H. R. No. 1209) granting a pension 
George J. St. Louis; and 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Speaker of the House had signed the enrolled 
bill (S. No. 524) to correct a clerical error 
committed in the enrollment of an act ap- 


| proved March 7, 1870, entitled *‘An act to 


relieve certain parene therein named from 
the legal and political disabilities imposed by 





To com- | 


| 
diately after this vote is taken, if it is carried, | 


If the Senator from | 


‘| the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution 
What is the proposi- | 


of the United States, and for other purposes.”’ 
FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. MORTON. NowlI move that the Sen- 


| ate take up the resolution fixing the time for 
| the adjournment of this session of Congress, 


with a view to getting a vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Indiana moves to postpone the 
present and all prior orders for the purpose 
of taking up the resolution fixing the time for 
final adjournment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that the Senate 


adjourn. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 


A bill (H. R. No. 1194) directing the proper | 


A bill (H. R. No. 1207) granting an increase | 
| of pension to Warren Raymond, a soldier in | 


A bill (H. R. No. 1210) granting a pension | 
®!} to Nathan Morgan. 
The message further announced that the 
House had concurred in the amendments of | 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 1061) to | 
| authorize the payment of duplicate checks of 


reany || disbursing ofhicers. : 
objection to that understanding? [‘‘No!’’] || 





The message likewise announced that the | 
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| ator from Illinois moves that the Senate 4 


now adjourn. 

The motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 
there being, on a division—ayes 22, noes 9” 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The questio, 
| is on the motion of the Senator from Indiana, 
| that the Senate proceed to the consideration o¢ 
the resolution fixing the day of final adjo 
| ment. 

The motion was agreed to; there being, oy 
a division—ayes thirty, noes not counted : 
and the Senate resumed the consideratio; 
of the resolution fixing the 29th of May fo, 
final adjournment, the pending question being 
| on the amendment of Mr. TRUMBULL to the 

amendment of Mr. Sumner. 

Mr. SUMNER. When the morning hoy; 
| expired I was exhibiting reasons against this 

resolution, adopting the language of the Sep. 
ator from Indiana, [Mr. Morron,] not using 
my own, but letting the Senator answer himself’ 
You remember how strongly he did answer 
himself; but I have not finished. I was show. 
ing reasons why this resolution should not be 
adopted, and those reasons have additiona| 
importance from the amendment moved by the 
Senator from Illinois calling especial attention 
to the tariff. I had shown how eloquently and 
powerfully the Senator from Indiana appealed 
for time in order to consider the tariff, but [ 
had not finished. You do not know all that 
he said. You do not know how he drove hig 
argument home, how powerfully he insisted 
that the Senate should not leave its seats until 
| it had settled this question of the tariff. I was 
| interrupted by the expiration of the morning 

hour as I was about to read these words: 

** Now, sir, we are confronted with the tariff ques- 


nof 
urn- 





| 
j 


|| tion as we never have been before.” 


| Are not these words applicable to the present 
moment? Are we not so confronted? He 
then goes on: 

“It is a question that involves considerations 
too vast, politically and in every other way, to be 
described this morning.” 

The morning did not suflice even to describe 
this issue— 

“And yet we propose to put ourselves in such & 
position that wecannot discuss that question, or onl¥ 
very slightly, but shall vote on ithap-hazard. Sir, 
oe, responsibility shall not be with me for doing 

That is not my speech, sir. It is the speech 
of the Senator from Indiana. ‘‘ The respons- 
ibility shall not be with me for doing this;”’ 
and yet, as I understand, the Senator now 
proposes to take that very responsibility. He 
would now hand over what he says is this 
incomparable question of the tariff to hap- 
hazard; his language, not mine. That is what 
he would not do in 1870, but what he proposes 
todo in 1872. And why? Is there any reason? 
Is not every reason that he assigned against 
adjournment in 1870 equally valid against 
adjournment now? Aye, sir, and there are 
stronger reasons still. 

The Senate has pending before it what Sen- 
ators are very fond of calling the amnesty bill. 
I say the bill for equal rights, the bill for the 
enfranchishment of the colored race in our 
country. Senators show their partialities when 
they talk of ‘‘amnesty,’’ instead of ‘ equal 
rights.’ That great measure of peace and 
reconciliation is now before the Senate, and 
yet the Senator would adopt a resolution of 
adjournment, by which, according to his own 
language, that great cause is to share the fate 
of the tariff, anil be handed over to hap-hazard. 
Now, sir, I am in earnest, and I will not cou- 
sent by my vote to the adoption of any resolu- 
tion that by any possibility can interfere with 
the passage of that pill. It is in itself a great 
measure of peace and reconciliation, without 
which you cannot have or expect a just har- 
mony in this Republic. And yet, if I under: 





stand the Senator, he would go home leaving 
that measure in its present condition, perhaps, 
neglected, sacrificed, the rights of our colored 
fellow-citizens neglected, leaving them to be 
insulted, as they now are, to be degraded, shut 
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at from that equality before the law which is 
”, of the triumphs of republican institu: | 
ae. without which this Republic of ours is || 
a mockery, & name. nee : || 
The Senator has declared his friendship for || 
colored citizens and his desire to secure them || 
-) their equal immunities ; and yet he proposes 
now to foreclose upon them so that these || 
vreat immunities of theirs, according to his own 
* ouage, shall be handed over to hap-hazard. 
<. | do not believe in hap-hazard on any 
question of human rights. I will not allow 
the rights of my fellow-citizens to be handed | 
over to any such contingency. And yet I only 
adopt the language of the Senator when I say 
that he would now hand these great privileges 
over to hap-hazard. 

On the 6th of May, 1870, he would not con- 
gent to an adjournment on the 4th of July. 
The sessiun would be too short, the great ques- | 
tions of the tariff and of reconstruction could | 
not be dealt with. And now he wishes to bind 
the Senate to go home at a still earlier day, in 
the month of May. Not one of the appropri- 
ation bills has now been acted upon. None 
of the considerable measures which will natu- 
rally attract our attention during this session | 
has been reached; and those two great ques- 
tions, one of the tariff and the other of human 
rights, remain unsettled. And yet, in this con- 
dition of the public business, the Senator pro- 
poses a resolution which if adopted will make 
the consideration of those great measures difli- | 
cult, if not impossible; at any rate, according 
to his own language, he hands them over to 
hap-hazard. Ido not like to see great ques- 
tions trifled with. I will not consent to see 
the rights of my fellow-citizens treated in this 
way—handed over to sacrifice. 

Sir, I judge others by my own feelings, and 
I know that if I were a colored citizen of this 
country | would not forget those who, when 
my rights are in issue, neglect them, those who 
hand them over to hap-hazard. I would bear 
them in mind, I would hold them to a strict 
responsibility. The great battles of humanity 
are not fought by men who will hand them | 
over to hap-hazard. They require work, con- | 
stancy, devotion. No man who enlists in that | 
army will give his hands to be tied; and yet 
the Senator now proposes that this Senate, this | 
august body which is to sit in judgment on this 
great question of human rights, should reach 
out its hands tobetied. Sir, I will have noth- 
ing to do with it. If the Senate choose to adopt 
it, they may. Upon others shall be the re- 
sponsibility of the sacrifice. 

_The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Illinois to the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Massachusetts, which will 
be reported. 


Sir, 








The Chief Clerk read the amendment to the || 


amendment, which was to insert at the end of 
the amendment offered by Mr. Sumner the 
tollowing : 

Nor until the Senate shall have an opportunity 


to vote upon the bill of the House of Kepresent- 
atives to repeal the duty on coal. 


Mr. THURMAN. [hope the Senator from 
Illinois will not offer that as an amendment | 
to the amendment, but offer it as a separate 
amendment. It seems to me that it is obstruct- 
ing the course of those who are opposed to | 
the resolution of the Senator from Indiana to | 
put that as an amendment upon the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Upon this 
amendment to the amendment the yeas and 
nays have been ordered. 

lhe ane being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 14, nays 37; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Blair, Davis of Kentucky, John- 


ston, Kelly, Norwood, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Schurz, 
“pencer, Stevenson, Stockton, Sumner, Thurman, 
and rum bull—14, 

S AYS—Messrs, Ames, Anthony, Boreman, Cald- 
nell. Carpenter, Clayton, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, 
ragin, bdmunds, Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, 
cree of Michigan, Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, Gil- 
ert, Hamlin, Harlan, Hill, Hitchcock. Kellogg, 





: ; . ia 
|| Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, 
| Osborn, Patterson, Pool, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, 








| the best interests of the country. 
great questions which it was supposed by the | 





Scott, Sherman, Sprague, West, and Wright—37. 

ABSENT — Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Brownlow, 
Suckingham, Cameron, Casserly, Chandler, Cooper, 
Davis of West Virginia, Goldthwaite, Hamilton of 
Maryland, Hamilton of Texas, Howe, Lewis, Logan, 
Pomeroy, Pratt, Stewart, Tipton, Vickers, Wilson, 
and Windom—22. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 

The question recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. SuMNER. 

Mr. SCHURZ. I move as an amendment to 
the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts to add ‘‘and a law for the reduc- 
tion of the tariff and of internal taxation.”’ I 
think it must have become evident by this 
time that there is absolutely no reason for this 
resolution providing for an early adjournment. 


The Senator from Indiana has been convicted | 
out of his own mouth that it is impolitic, that | 


it is improper; that, taking the general inter- 
est of the country into consideration, it is 
unpatriotic to provide at so early a period of 


the session of Congress for an adjournment | 


when there are great and weighty subjects for 
consideration, when not a single measure of 
legislation has been disposed of, when we are 


at sea with regard to all the great questions | 


that are to be transacted in this body. He 
says, I believe, that it is not a politic trick 
that he is contemplating. If itis not, then I 
should like to know what it is. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, I do not 
intend to be driven by threats, insinuations, or 
taunts to debate this question. I am ready to 
vote. 

Mr. SCHURZ. I wish to say to the Sen- 
ator from Indiana that if there was an insinu- 
ation made it was made by himself. It was 


not I who spoke of politic tricks, but it was he || 


that used the word. 
Mr. MORTON. I did not use the word. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Senators will 
address the Chair. The question is on the 


amendment of the Senator from Missouri to | 


the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, [ have 
no sort of feeling myself in regard to this reso- 
lution other than that which relates to the 
public interests, and what we ought to do, and 
what itis usual to do with regard to resolu- 
tions of adjournment. I think the motion that 
is now made is unprecedented. Such a thing 
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| country in a single year from duties. 


| simplifying. 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. That is true. We did 
that, and we reduced the duty upon some arti- 
cles imported from abroad, but it does not 
follow uniformly, nor necessarily, that when 
you reduce the duty upon an article which is 
imported from other countries you reduce the 
revenue. ‘That is one objection to our present 
tariff system, that the duties imposed are im- 
posed, not with a view to revenue, but for other 


| purposes, and it often happens when you reduce 


the duty on an article that the revenue derived 
from importations will be larger than before 
the reduction. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that article? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. On that article, because 
of a greater quantity being imported. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is an argument 


| against free trade. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Very well; if the Sen- 
ator considers it an argument against free 
trade, be it so. It does not occur to me that 
anybody here is advocating free trade. I have 
heard of no advocates ot free trade in this 
body. Ihave heard some persons announce 
themselves in favor of revising the tariff in 


| such a way as to bring it more nearly to a rev- 


enue standard; to change it from a protect- 
ive to a revenue system. That does not imply 
that we are going to adopt free trade. And, 
Mr. President, I understand that the estimates 
of the present year from the Treasury Depart- 
ment show that our revenue derived from the 
collection of duties will be the largest ever 
collected in the history of the Government ; 
that it will probably amount to $225,000,000 
for the present fiscal year, many millions more 
than was ever collected off the people of this 
I think 
that the people of this country expect that we 
should take some action upon this subject. 
The internal revenue system also wants 
] cannot undertake to enumerate 
to-night (and my object is not to take up the 
time of the Senate) the various subjects of 
legislation which will require our attention. 
They are numerous. We ought to pass some 
law in relation to the financial condition of the 
country, in relation to our bonded debt. Iam 
not satisfied, and have not been for vears, with 
the way in which the finances of this country 
have been managed. I have tried in this 
body, I think as far back as three or four years 
ago, to devise some means by which we could 


| get this vast amount of gold thatis hoarded up 


has never occurred, certainly since | have been | 


a member of the body, and I have no recol- 
lection of its ever having occurred in the his- 
tory of the Government, that at this stage of 
the session a resolution for final adjournment 
was ever proposed, much less adopted, in the 
Senate of the United States. Weare here, in 
the other House and this, as the representa- 
tives of the States and of the people. We are 
here for a purpose, to enact laws to promote 
There are 


people would receive consideration at the pres- 
ent session of Congress, and among others 
there is the important question of the reduc- 
tion of the tariff and of our internal revenues. 

I speak without any feeling whatever on this 


in the Treasury out of the Treasury. It seemed 


| to me that it was unwise policy to have lying 
idle inthe Treasury of the country $100,000,00U 


|| Way. 


when we were owing $2,000,000,000, and pay- 
ing interest upon it. It seemed to me that ne 
business man would manage his affairs in that 
I remember that on one occasion we 
came very near passing a bill compelling the 


| Secretary of the ‘lreasury to disgorge this 
| money, let it go out among the people, and 


| wipe out a portion of that debt upon which we 


subject, for | have no other interest than the | 
Senator from Indiana has, and I assure him 
that I am as anxious as he to bring this session | 


to anearly close. The Senator from Vermont 
[Mr. Morriit.] reminded us this morning that 


| we had already, at a former session of Con- 
| gress, passed a bill which reduced taxation. 


I beg to submit to the Senator that he is mis- 
taken in his facts. We did passa law reducing 
the tariff upon certain articles of importation, 


were paying interest. Why, sir, it would have 
saved more than $20,000,000 in gold to this 
country if that money had been used, instead 
of lying idle in the Treasury for the last five 
years. 

But, as I said, itis not my intention toenum- 
erate the subjects upon which the country 
expects legislation. I rose more to speak of 
the extraordinary character of this resolution 


| than anything else—a resolution to fix a time 


| a law. 


but that does not necessarily or uniformly lead | 


to a reduction of revenue. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The Senator, 
I suppose, means fo state it so that the Senate 
will precisely understand it. We did take off 
duties on articles sufficient, if we had no greater 
importations, to very largely reduce the reve- 
nue. We did remove actual internal revenue 
taxes that are not now imposed, 


| 


of adjournment, originating in the Senate, 
before we have disposed of any of the busi 
ness of the session. No measure of general 
importance has yet been matured; no bill of 
general importance has yet passed and become 
The people suppose that the Congress 
of the United States will pass laws upon var‘. 
ous subjects which will be for the benefit of 
the nation, and I think the expectation is for 


| the relief of the people, and I do not assume 
| too much when I say that I think the Senator 


from Indianahimselt must bein favor of redue- 
ing, and largely reducing, the revenues that we 
are now collecting from duties. I cannot think 
that he wants to collect $225,000,000 a year 
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when we have no use for that gold. The inter- || spire us then it is fair, I think, to presume 
' would inspire them. 


est upon our public debt now is less than 
$120,000,000 annually, and shall we collect 
more than one hundred million dollars in 


gold beyond what is needed to defray all the | 
requirements that can be made upon the | 


‘Treasury for specie ? 

Why should we adopt the resolution now ? 
I am in favor of an early adjournment. 
come here and will stay with the Senator from 
Indiana day after day, and will promise to 
labor as many hours as he, without dilatory 


J will | 


motions or attempting to take up time, to act | 


upon the important measures which interest 
the country, and which Congress is called upon 
to pass. And when we have disposed of those 
measures one way or the other, or if we cannot 


do anything with the tariff and with the other | 


questions that are pressing upon us, when that 
is ascertained I shall unite with the Sena- 


tor from Indiana, in voting fer the earliest | 
adjournment. But it seems to me that it is | 


impolitic, that it is improper to tie our hands at 


this time by passing such a resolution; and I | 
rose chiefly to say that, that itis a resolution | 


of not only an unusual but an unprecedented 


character. I see no object in passing it now, and | 


the only thing that can grow out of itseems to me 
to be evil. When we shall have arrived at 
that stage of the session where we cansee that 


we can do no more, or that we have done all | 
that we believe we ought to have done, then || 


let us fix a day of adjournment and take 
our departure. No one wants to stay here, | 
apprebend, into the hot days of summer. 

Bar, as I said, I did not rise with a view of 
delaying the Senate this evening. 
an amendment and it was voted down, and I 
saw the disposition of the Senate was not to 
adopt any amendment. It is not my practice 
to repeat amendments. I have never meant 
upon any occasion to place myself in opposi- 
tion tothe well-ascertained wishes of the Sen- 
ate; and if the Senate thinks proper to adopt 
this resolution, | have no other interest than 
other members of the body, and shall aequi- 
esce most cheerfully in its decision, and unite 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Then the resolution 
amounts to nothing; there is no object in it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I have already 
said that I considered it rather ordinary in its 
way. I do not consider it more than a sug- 
gestion on the part of the Senate that on the 
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| up time? 


| The amendment was rejected. 
| 


| 
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———__ ~ 


What is the use of taking 


Mr. MORTON. I withdraw the call. 


Mr. SUMNER. Now I send another ainenq. 
ment to the Chair tocomeinatthe end. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


Provided, That there shall be no final adjourn. 


whole we think we can adjourn atan early day, || ment until after legislation to promote the return t, 


and we think it is proper to adjourn at an early 
day. 


For another reason I am willing to vote for 


this resolution, and it is the principal reason 
that induces me to vote for it, and that is, that 
if we can impress the House with the idea 
that we are to make a short session, we shall 
act upon the bills that are important and just 
brush aside a great number of bills which 
never ought, in my judgment, to be acted on 


| at all, or which, at any rate, may pass over to 


another session. 

These, and these alone, are the considera- 
tions which induce me to vote for the resolu- 
tion, withoutthe slightest feeling on the subject. 

Mr. THURMAN. Ifa majority of the Sen- 
ate are determined to pass this resolution, I 
see no utility in prolonging the discussion or 
consideration of it. Ifthe majority are not in 
favor of passing it, then it may be proper to 
discuss it. In order to test that question I 


move to lay the resolution on the table, and | 


ask for the yeas and nays on that motion. Let 


us have a test question. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 


'| taken, resulted—yeas 16, nays 32; as follows: 


with the Senator from Indiana to do all the | 


work we can within the time to which we 
shall be limited by his resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question 
recurs on the amendment of the Senator from 
Missouri to the amendment of the Senator from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I desire to say 
one word. | have felt rather indifferent to this 
resolution from the beginning, and I am now. 
I do not consider its adoption so important as 


it seems to be regarded on either side. I have | 


been rather disposed to look at the adoption 
of this resolution at this time by the Senate as 
a suggestion, and | think a timely suggestion, 
to the other branch of Congress, that so far as 
the Senate is concerned it desires to anticipate 
an early adjournment; but Ido not suppose 
that it entirely ties our hands. 
pose if we pass this resolution, and we find a 
month hence that we cannot act upon the im- 
poriant bills to which reference has been made 
by my fiiend from Illinois, and also the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, that it will follow as 
a matter of course that we are to adjourn and 
leave all these things undone. I look upon it 
somewhat in the light that the Senator from 


I do not sup- | 


Vermont {Mr. Morriui] did the other day. | 
We all think we can adjourn in May or early | 


in June. I think that seems to be the general 
impression. Is there any harm in our saying 
that to the House? That is our expectation, 
our desire, our hope. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Allow me to ask the 
Senator, if the House concur in the resolution 
is it not out of our power to change the time? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It is, without 
their concurrence; butis it presumable to sup- 
pose that the House, when it was known that 
these important bills were behind, would rush 


game patriotic motives that I hope would in- 


I offered || 


YEAS—Meessrs. Blair, Davis of Kentucky, Davis 
of West Virginia, Fenton, Johnston, Kelly,Norwood, 
Saulsbury, Schurz, Sherman, Sprague, Stevenson, 
Stockton, Sumner, Thurman, and Trumbull—16, 

NAYS— Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Boreman, Cald- 
well, Carpenter, Chandler, Clayton, Cole, Conkling, 


| Corbett, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Fianagan, 
| Frelinghuysen, Gilbert, Hamlin, Hitchcock, Kellogg, 
| Lewis, Morrillof Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Mor- 


ton, Nye. Osborn, Patterson. Ramsey, Rice, Scott, 


| Spencer, West. Wilson, and Wright—32. 


ABSENT — Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Brownlow, 


| Buckingham, Cameron, Casserly, Cooper, Cragin, 
| Ferry of Connecticut, Goldthwaite, Hamilton of 
| Maryland, Hamilton of Texas, Harlan, Hill, Howe, 
| Logan, Fomeroy, Pool, Pratt. Robertson, Sawyer, 


} 
' 


Sumner, | 


Stewart, Tipton, Vickers, and Windom—25. 
So the motion was not agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion recurs on the amendment of the Senator 
from Missouri [Mr. Scuvrz] to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 


Mr. SUMNER. 
on that. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. THURMAN. Let it be reported. 

-The Chief Clerk read the en oene to the 


I ask for the yeas and nays 


| amendment, which was to add the following: 


And a law for the reduction of the tariff and of 
internal taxation. 

Mr. CONKLING. Does anybody want the 
yeas and nays on that, Mr. President? 

Mr. SUMNER. I do. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 13, nays 36; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Blair, Davis of Kentucky, Davis 


of West Virginia, Johnston, Kelly, Norwood, Sauls- 
bury, Schurz, Stevenson, Stockton, Sumner, Thur- 


| man, and Trumbull—13, 


| Corbett, 


AYS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Boreman, Cald- 
well, Carpenter, Chandler, Clayton, Cole, Conkling, 
Cragin, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, 


| Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, Gilbert, Hamlin, Harlan, 


Hill, Hitcheock, Kellogg, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, Osborn, Patter- 


| son, Ramsey, Rice, Scott, Sherman, Sprague, West, 
| Wilson, and Wright—36. 


ABSENT — Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Brownlow, 
Buckingham. Cameron, Casserly, Cooper, Fenton 

erry of Connecticut, Goldthwaite. Hamilton of 
Maryland, Hamilton of Texas, Howe, Logan, 
Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Robertson, Sawyer, Spencer, 
Stewart, Tipton, Vickers, and Windom—24, 


So the amendment to the amendment was 


_ rejected 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 


| tion recurs on the amendment offered by the 


‘ || Senator from Massachusetts. 
out of Congress and refuse to extend the || 


time? Itis equally in their power; and the || on that. 


| 


Mr. MORTON. 1 ask forthe yeas and nays 


Several Senators. No, no. 


The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. SUMNER. Nowl1 move to strike out 


specie payments, 
| 
| 


| all after the enacting clause of the resolution 


and insert: 


| 
| That in closing the issues of the late rebellion, and 





1 that we should 








_ in securing reconciliation among the people of the 
United States, justice should precede Severesity: 
should be just to colored fellow -citizens 
| always faithful to the Republic, but now suffering 
under disabilities, before we are generous to rebels. 
that in the removal of disabilities we should begin 
with colored fellow-citizens ; but since ‘he removal 
| of rebel disabilities is now pressed, itis essential} that 
| justice to colored fellow citizens should accompany 
| this generosity, so that the equal rights of colored 
| fellow-citizens shall not be postponed to the amnesty 
of rebels, but the two shall go together and be aggo- 
| ciated in the same national statute. 

Resolved, That Congress will take no step toward 
| @ final adjournment until the issues of the rebellion 
| are closed and reconciliation is secured, 80 far as the 
| same can be done by act of Congress. 


Mr. HAMLIN. That is a very important 
| and a very solemn amendment, and we ought 
| to vote upon it with great deliberation, and | 
| rise to inquire of the Chair if it will be in 
| 


order to sing Old Hundred before we vote? 
{ Laughter. | 


Mr. SUMNER. I think the Senator from 


| Maine had better lead off. [Laughter. } 
Mr. CHANDLER. I ask for the yeas and 
/nays on that amendment. [Laughter. ] 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I do not 
believe that the rights of the colored people 
in this country should be trifled with in this 
Chamber. There is a tune which they can 
sing at the ballot- box. 

Mr. CARPENTER, (in his seat.) They 
cannot sing it until after the 29th of May. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator says they 
cannot sing it until after the 29th of May. | 
do not know that. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Weshall have to order 
a special election, then. 

Mr. SUMNER. Perhaps so. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
will please address the Chair. 

Mr. SUMNER. Sir, 1 plead for the absent, 
| for the disabled, for the insulted. I have heard 
of those who danced over graves, and | know 
in history, and especially in the history of 
our own country, that the colored race has 
been perpetually insulted—not only proscribed, 
but insulted. I may be alone; I hope that! 
shall not be; I have been in other days; but 
I make this sincere effort in order to press 
upon the Senate their duty upon this occasion. 
I seize the moment. I could not do otherwise 
without feeling that I had neglected a duty. 
| I hope I donot go too far; 1 hope I do not 

say what I should not say; but I shall not 
have spoken in vain if I secure for the pending 
measure of reconciliation the attention of the 
Senate ; ay, sir, and the attention of the coun- 
try. J am anxious that no opportunity should 
| pass without appealing for that attention, feel- 
| ing that only through the pending measure can 
that reconciliation be obtained which ali desire. 
| Now, sir, 1 do not wish to protract this dis- 
cussion. I beg you to believe that 1 have said 
/no word with any purpose of delay, but only 
| to present what seems to me a transcendent 


Senators 





question, a question to be approached serious!) 
and never with levity. 
Mr. CHANDLER. 
| the yeas and nays. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. They have 
been ordered, and the call can only be with: 
drawn by unanimous consent. Is there objec 
tion? 
Mr. STEVENSON. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


I withdraw the call for 





Objection 





is made. The question is on the amendment 
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of the Senator from Massachusetts, upon which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Chief Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. LEWIS (when his name was called) 
caid; I am paired with the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Davis. } 

Mr. CONKLING. | f 
Senator vote, and the Senator from Kentucky 
yote? { Laughter. ] z 

Mr. LEWAS. Ishould vote ‘‘nay.’’ [Laugh- 
: _ MORTON. ‘The Senator from Ken- 
tucky would vote the same way. [Laughter. ] 

The call of the roll having been concluded, 
the result was announced—yeas 4, nays 41; 
as follows: 

yrAS—Messrs. Rice, Spencer, Sumner, and Tip- 


on—4. ‘ 
NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Blair, Boreman, 


Which way would the | 


Caldwell, Carpenter, Chandler, Clayton, Cole, Conk- | 


ling, Corbett, Davis of West Virginia, Edmunds, 
Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, F erect Gil- 
bert, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Hill, Hitchcock, 
Johnston, Kelly, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of 
Vermont, Morton, Norwood, Nye, Osborn, Patter- 
son, Ramsey, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Scott, Sherman, 


Sprague, Stevenson, Stockton, Thurman, Wilson, | 


and Wright—4l. 
ABSENT— Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Brownlow, 


Buckingham, Cameron, Casserly, Cooper, Cragin, | 


Davis of Kentucky, Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, 
Goldthwaite, Hamilton of Maryland, Harlan, Lowe, 
Kellogg. Lewis, Logan, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Rob- 
ertson, Schurz, Stewart, Trumbull, Vickers, West, 
and Windom—28, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 


tion now recurs on the adoption of the resolu- 


tion. 

Mr. TIPTON. On that question I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. LEWIS. I am paired with the Senator 


from Kentucky, [Mr. Davis.] If he were here | 


he would vote against the resolution, and I 
should vote for it. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 


resulted—yeas 36, nays 12; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Boreman, Cald- 
well, Carpenter, Chandler, Clayton, Cole, Conkling, 


Corbett, Cragin, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Flan- | 


agan, Frelinghuysen, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, 
Hamlin, Hitchcock, Kellogg, Morrill of Maine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Norwood, Nye, Osborn, 


Patterson, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Sawyer, Scott, | 


Spencer, West, Wilson, and Wright—36. dh 

NAYS—Messrs. Blair, Davis of West Virginia, 
Joinston, Kelly, Saulsbury, Sherman, Sprague, 
Stevenson, Stockton, Sumner, Thurman, and Tip- 
ton—12 

ABSENT — Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Brownlow, 
Buckingham. Cameron, Casserly, Cooper, Davis of 
Kentucky, Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, Gold- 
thwaite, Hamilton of Maryland, Harlan, Hill, Howe, 
Lewi-, Logan, Pomeroy, Pool, Pratt, Schurz, Stew- 
art, Trumbull, Vickers, and Windom—25. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. RAMSEY. I move that when the Sen- 
ate adjourn to day, it adjourn to meet on Mon- 
day next, 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. CONKLING. At the request of two 


or three Senators who want a very short exec- | 
utive session, I move that we proceed to the 


consideration of executive business. 


The motion was agreed to, and the doors | 
were closed for the consideration of executive | 


business. 


utive session the doors were reopened, and 
(at five o'clock and fifteen minutes p. m.) the 
Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 26, 1872. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. 


After five minutes spent in exec- | 


Prayer by Rev. Wittiam A. Parsons, of 


Washington, District of Columbia. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved, 
COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS. 
Mr. DAWES. I desire to ask for the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means the privilege of 
sitting during the sessions of the House, 


| 
| 


| be concurred in. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


that leave will be granted to the committee. 
The Chair hears none. 
HILLYER VS. M’INTYRE, 
The SPEAKER. 
comes over as unfinished business. It was 
reported last evening from the Committee of 


Elections, by the gentleman from Wisconsin, | 


{[Mr. Haz.eron :] 


Resolved, That Virgil Hillyer be paid out of the | 


House contingent fund the sum of $375 87, in full for 


expenses incurred in the contested-election case of || 


Hillyer vs. McIntyre. 


Mr. COX. I made objection to the adoption | 
I have since taken the | 


of that resolution. 
opportunity to inquire into the matter, and I 
think it should pass. I therefore withdraw my 
objection. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. COX moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PAYMENT OF DUPLICATE CHECKS. 


Mr. BECK. In behalf of the Committee of | 


Ways and Means, I ask that the bill (H. R. 
No. 1061) to authorize the payment of dupli- 


cate checks to disbursing oflicers, which has | 


been returned from the Senate with amend- 
ments, be taken from the Speaker’s table and 
those amendments coucurred in. 

No objection was made, and the amendments 


| of the Senate to the said bill were taken up 


and read, as follows: 


Page 1, line four, after the word “ checks,” insert 
‘*and within three years of such date.”’ 


Strike out all of section two, and insert in lieu 


thereof the following: , 
Sec. 2. In case the disbursing officer or agent by 
whom such lost, destroyed, or stolen original check 


| was issued be dead, or no longer in the service of 
the Government, it shall be the duty of the proper | 

| accounting officer. under such regulations as the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe, to state | 
an account in favor of the owner of such original | 


check for the amount thereof, and to charge such 
amount to the account of such officer or agent. 


Mr. BECK. 
The Treasurer of the United 
States thinks this amendment to the second 
section better than the original section, and the 
Committee of Ways and Means think so, too. 

The amendments of the Senate were con- 
curred in. 


Mr. BECK moved to reconsider the vote by | 


which the amendments were concurred in; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SARGENT, from the Committee on | 


Appropriations, reported a bill (H. R. No. 


1192) making appropriations for the current | 


and contingent expenses of the Indian depart- 
nent, and fulfilling so-called treaty stipulations 


| with various Indian tribes for the year ending 


June 30, 1873, and for other purposes; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, ordered to be printed, and made 
the special order for Wednesday next, and 
from day to day thereafter until disposed of. 

Mr. RANDALL. I desire to reserve all 
points of order on that bill. 


Mr. SARGENT moved to reconsider the | 


vote by which the bill was referred and made a 
special order; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


INFIRMARY AT SAVANNAH, GEORGIA. 


On motion of Mr. BUTLER, of Tennes- 


see, by unanimous consent, the Committee on 


Freedmen’s Affairs was discharged from the | 
further consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 


954) to appropriate money to the Georgia 
infirmary. in the city of Savannah, in the 


|| State of Georgia; and the same was referred 
|| to the Committee on Appropriations, 


: { 
The SPEAKER. If there be no objection | 


The following resolution 


I move that the amendments | 


|| annually. 
|| appropriation bill, approved March 3, 1869, 
| the section in the law above referred to, re- 
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| IMPROVEMENT OF THE MONONGAHELA RIVER. 


Mr. McGREW, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and adopted : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is 
hereby, requested at his earliest convenience to far- 
nish this House with a copy of the report of Major 
Morrell of the survey made under his charge of the 
Monongahela river, from New Geneva, Pennsyl- 
vania, to Morgantown, in West Virginia, as author- 
ized and provided for by the third seetion of the act 
of Congress approved March 3, L871. 


RAILROAD BRIDGE ACROss TUE OHIO, 


Mr. NIBLACK. I desire unanimous con- 
sent to introduce a bill and have it referred at 
this time. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any reason why 
the bill cannot be introduced on Monday next 
under the regular call? 

Mr. NIBLACK. There are reasons why I 
would prefer to have it done to-day. 

No objection being made, the bill (H. R. 
No. 1193) authorizing the construction of a 
railroad bridge across the Ohio river at 
or near Evansville, in the State of Indiana, 
was introduced, read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I eall for the 


regular order of business. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order being 


called for, the morning hour will now begin at 
| fifteen minutes past twelve o'clock. This being 


Friday, the first business in order is the call 
of committees for reports of a private nature. 
JOHN SEYS. 
Mr. WILLARD, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, reported a bill (H. R. No. 


| 1194) directing the proper officer in the Treas 
| ury Department to credit and allow John Seys, 


of Ohio, the sum therein mentioned; which 
was read a first and second time. 
The question was upon ordering the bill to 


| be engrossed and read a third time. 


The bill, which was read, directs the proper 
accounting officers in the Treasury Department 
to credit and allow to John Seys, of Ohio, torm- 
erly minister resident and consul general of 
the United States at Liberia, in the final adjust- 
ment and settlement of his accounts as such 
minister, the sum of $1,161 64, the amount 
of his salary as minister for the period of 
one hundred and six days occupied by him in 
coming to the United States and returning to 
Liberia in 1868, 

Mr. RANDALL. 
panying this bill? 

Mr. WILLARD. There is; let the report 
be read, 

The report was read. It states that on the 
15th of November, 1867, Mr. Seys was granted 
leave of absence from his post as minister at 
Liberia for six months. At that time there 
was no provision of law prohibiting payment 
of salaries during absences on leave. On 
the 15th day of January, 1868, Mr. Seys, in 
acknowledging the recvipt of the letter of the 
Secretary of State, granting bim his leave of 
absence, states that he should not probably 
avail himself of it until June. ‘The corre- 
spoudence shows that Mr. Seys left Liberia 
about the middle of May, and was absent until 
the 15th of the following December. On his 
arrival in the United States in July, he was 
informed of the provision in the consular and 
diplomatic appropriation bill, approved March 
30, 1868, prohibiting the payment of salaries 
to ministers or consuls during absence from 
their posts for more than sixty days in any 
one year. In the partial adjustment of his 


Is there a report accom- 


/ accounts, Mr. Seys has been allowed salury for 


only sixty days, between the date of his leav- 
ing Liberia and his return to his post. The 
_salary of the minister at Liberia is $4,000 
In the consular and diplomatic 


specting payments of salaries during absences 
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1! 


| granting a pension to Captain Henry M. Scott; 


from posts of duty, was repealed, and it was 
enacted 

“That no diplomatic or consular officer shall re- 
ceive salary for the time during which he may be 
absent from his post (by leave or otherwise) beyond 
the term of sixty days in any one year: Provided, 
That the timeequal to that usually occupied in going 
to and from the United States, in case of return, or 
leave, of such diplomatic or consular oflicer, to the 
United States, may be allowed in addition to said 
sixty days.” 

Inasmuch as Mr. Seys was not aware of the 
law passed in March, 1868, until hisarrival in 
this country, in July subsequently, but his leave 
of absence was granted to him prior to the 
passage of that law, it is unjust to apply to his 
case the provisions of that law. It seems not 
only equitable but just to deal with him as 
liberally as is provided by the law of March 
%, 1869, and allow his salary for the time occu- 
ped by him in coming to the United States 
and returning to his post, a period of one hun- 
dred and six days, amounting to $1,161 64. 
It appears by a letter from the l’ifth Auditor of 
the Treasury that the accounts of Mr. Seys, so 
far as adjusted, show a balance due from him 
to the United States. The committee recom- 
mend the passage of the accompanying bill. 

Mr. RANDALL. This is probably an equit- 
able claim, so far as I can judge from the read- 
ing of the report. My object in calling for 
the reading of that report is accomplished, as 
otherwise this mode of paying our ministers 
abroad during an extended absence might run 
into an abuse if the reasons in each particu- 
lar case were not given. I have no objection 
to make to this brill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WILLARD moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MELISSA RANKIN. 

Mr. WAKEMAN, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported a bill (II. R. No. 
1195) granting a pension to Melissa Rankin, 
mother of Oliver 8S. Rankin; which was read 
a first and second time. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior 
to place on the pension-rol]l, subject to the pro- 
visions and limitations of the pension laws, the 
name of Melissa Rankin, mother of Oliver S. 
Rankin, who was executed asa spy by the rebel 
authorities, the pension to take effect from the 
yassage of this act. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WAKEMAN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MRS. JANE DULANEY. 

Mr. WAKEMAN also, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, reported a biil (H. R. No. 
1196) granting a pension to Mrs. Jane Dulaney ; 
which was read a first and second time. 

The bill direets the Secretary of the Interior 
to place upon the pension-roll, subject to the 
provisions and limitations of the pension laws, 
the name of Jane Dulaney, widow of the late 
Colonel William Dulaney, a retired oflicer in 
the United States Marine corps; the pension 
to take effect from the passage of this act. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WAKEMAN moved ‘to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CAPTAIN HENRY M. SCOTT. 
Mr. PECK, from the Committee on Invalid | 
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which was read a first and second time. 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior | 
to place upon the pension-roll, subject to the | 
provisions and limitations of the pension laws, | 


the name of Henry M. Scott, late a captain in 


company A, seventeenth regiment Indiana vol- | 


unteers, the pension to take effect from the 
passage of this act. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was | 


accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. PECK moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ANN TLUNTER. 


Mr. PECK also, from the Committee on In- | 


valid Pensions, reported a bill (H. R. No. 
1198) granting a pension to Ann Hunter ; 
which was read a first and second time. 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior | 


to place upon the pension-roll, subject to the 


provisions and limitations of the pension laws, | 


the name of Ann Hunter, foster mother of 
Mitchell Hunter, late a private in the sixth 
Maine volunteers, and to pay her a pension 
from and after the passage of this act. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 1 
read a third time ; and being engrossed, it was 


accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. PECK moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 


that the motion to reconsider be laid on the , 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ELIZABETH RAVENSCROFT. 


Mr. PECK also, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported a bill granting a 
pension to Elizabeth Ravenscroft ; which was 
read a first and second time. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior 
to place upon the pension-roll, subject to the 
provisions and limitations of the pension laws, 
the name of Elizabeth Ravenscroft, widow of 
John Ravenscroft, who was second mate of 
the steamer KE. H. Fairchild, of the Missis- 
sippi marine brigade, the pension to take effect 
from the passage of this act. 

Mr. KERR. I think if the committee will 
examine this matter further they will find that 
this bill is already a law, having been enacted 
during the last session of the last Congress. 

Mr. PECK. The bill was agreed to by the 
committee in the last Congress, but they had 
no time to report it. 

Mr. KERR. Iam very much mistaken if 
it is not thelaw now. Ihave sent for the acts 
of last Congress to settle the matter. 

Mr. PECK. It passed this House at the last 


session of Congress, but did not pass the | 


Senate. 

Mr. KERR. I will send the law to the 
Clerk’s desk, and ask to have it read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Marcu 3, 1871. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the. United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and 


is hereby, authorized and directed to place on the | 


pension-roll, subject to the provisions and limita- 
tions of the pension laws, the name of Elizabeth 


Kavenseroft, widow of John Ravenscroft, late a sec- | 
ond master in the Mississippi marine brigade, and | 


pay her a pension from and after the passage of this 
act during her widowhood. 


Mr. PECK. That is a very strong case. 
Mr. KERR. I introduced the bill during 
the last Congress, 


Mr. PECK. I withdraw the bill and papers. | 


MARGARET GANNON, 


Mr. PECK, from the same committee, also 
reported adversely on the petition of Margaret 
Gannon, widow of Thomas Gannon; and the 
same was laid on the table. 

CHARLOTTE CRANE. 


Mr. BIRD, from the Committee on Invalid 
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| 
| granting a pension to Charlotte Crane: 
|| was read a first and second time. 1 

The bill, which was read, authoriz 
directs the Secretary of the Interior t, 
upon the pension-roll, subject to the Provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the a 
of Charlotte Crane, widow of the late Icha} id 
B. Crane, colonel of the first regiment of 
artillery of the Army of the United States : 
the rate of forty dollars per month from, | 
4th of March, 1868. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a thirdtime; and being engrossed, it w. 
accordingly read the third time, and passed, 

Mr. BIRD moved to reconsider the vote by 
| which the bill was passed; and also moved 
|| that the motion to reconsider be laid on tho 
table. a 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


REV. WILLIAM II. ROGERS. 


Mr. BIRD, from the same committee, ajay 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 1200) granting q 
pension to Rey. William H. Rogers; which 
was read a first and second time. 

The biil, which was read, authorizes and 
directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
upon the pension-roll, subject to the pro- 
visions and limitations of the pension laws, 
the name of Rev. William H. Rogers, late 
a chaplain in the fifth Tennessee volunteer 
infantry in the war with Mexico, at the rate of 
twenty dollars per month, to take effect from 
the passage of this act. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BLRD moved to reconsider the vote by 
| which the bill was passed; and also moved 
‘| that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SARAIL EVANS. 


Mr. BIRD. The committee have been in. 
| formed that the Senate have passed a bill for 
| the relief of Sarah Evans, which has come to 
the House and lies upon the Speaker’s table. 
| A bill for her relief passed the Senate at the 
last session of Congress. If it be in order, | 
ask, by unanimous consent, that that bill be 
taken from the Speaker's table. 
There was no objection; and the bill (S. 
|| No. 590) granting a pension to Sarah Evans 
| was taken from the Speaker's table, and read 


Which 


es and 
» Place 


al 
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as 


a first and second time. 
| The question was upon ordering it to a third 
| reading. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and 
| directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
| upon the pension-roll, subject to the provis: 
ions and limitations of the pension laws, the 
| name of Sarah Evans, mother of L. G. Evans, 
late sergeant company K, seventy-first United 
States infantry, and pay her a pension from the 
passage of this act, and to continue during life. 
| The bill was ordered to a third reading ; and 
| it was accordingly read the third time, and 

passed. 

Mr. BIRD moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 


| Mr. BIRD, from the same committee, also 
made adverse reports in the following cases ; 

|| which were laid on the table: 

| ‘The petition of Ida Richards, of Indiana ; 

| The petition of Andrew Diss, of Ohio ;_ 

The petition of Russel Smith, of Farming 

| ton, Iowa; and 

| The petition of Marmaduke F. Smith, late 

captain company A, eighty-first Illinois volun 

| teers, in the war of the rebellion. 

i GEORGE W. WHITE. 


| Mr. BIRD, from the same committee, also 


Pensions, reported a bill (H. R. No, 1197) || Pensions, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1199) |, reported back a bill (H. R. No. 264) granting 
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, pension to George W. White, with the rec- 
‘mmendation that it do not pass. 
[he bill was laid on the table. 


ADAM CORRELL, 


fr. MANSON, from the same committee, 
ported a bill (H. R. No. 1202) granting a 
ension to Adam Correll; which was read a 
rst and second time. : 

The question was on ordering the bill to 
i. engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Sec- 


rt 
I 


-otary of the Interior to place upon the pen- 


Son-roll, subject to the provisions and limit- 
‘ions of the pension laws, the name of Adam 
(Correll, of Galia county, Ohio, at the rate of 


ith day of March, 1871. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and | 


read a third time ; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed, 

Some time subsequently, 

Mr. COX. I would like to call the atten- 
tion of the House to a bill which passed a 
few minutes ago granting a pension to Adam 
Correll. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
(’ROSSLAND] is prepared to make a statement 
about this cease. Wouldit be in order to move 
a reconsideration ? 

Mr. CROSSLAND. I desire to make a 
statement in regard to the character of Adam 
Correll. He is a robber and athief. He did 
hang about the wing of the Federal army while 
it was encamped in Kentucky for a while, but 
he was regarded by the Union soldiers and 
Union men as simply a robber, cut-throat, 
and thief. 


reported by that committee. 

The SPEAKER, 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Manson, ] 
and the Chair believes that he accompanied it 


with the usual motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was -passed, and lay that 


motion on the table. 

Mr. COX. 
sider, because we are rather hurrying bills 
through here, and there seem to be members 
of the House who object to the passage of this 
bill. 

The SPEAKER. 
the Clerk that there is no record that a motion 
to reconsider the vote by which this bill was 
passed was laid on the table. The motion of 
the gentlemen from New York [Mr. Cox] will 
therefore be entertained. 

Mr. COX. I move, then, that the vote by 
which the bill was passed be reconsidered, and 
that the bill be recommitted to the committee. 
I do not desire to do injustice to any one. 

The motion to reconsider prevailed, and the 
bill was recommitted to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was recommitted; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MARY JANE STONE, 


Mr. MANSON also, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1203) granting a 
pension to Mary Jane Stone, widow of William 
J. Stone; which was read a first and second 
ume, 

lhe question was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

lhe bill, which was read, directs the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to place upon the pension- 
roll, subject to the provisions and limitations 
of the pension laws, the name of Mury Jane 
Stone, widow of William J. Stone, late a sec- 
ond lieutenant in company C, thirty-seventh 
regiment Kentucky infantry volunteers, to take 
effect from the passage of this act. 

Che bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time ; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MANSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 


42p Cona. 2p Sess.— No. 40, 


‘ht dollars per month, to take effect from the | 


He has now sent his application | 
from somewhere in Ohio, and it has been | 


The bill was reported by | 


I have madethe motion to recon- | 


The Chair is informed by | 








that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to 
WILLIAM PARKS 
Mr. MANSON also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported adversely on the memorial 
praying Congress to granta pension to William 
arks, and the same was laid on the table. 
MARTHA ELWELL, 
Mr. McJ UNKIN, from the same commit'ee, 


° . | 
reported back, with the recommendation that 


it do pass, the bill (H. R. No. 1079) granting a 
pension to Martha Elwell. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill, which was read. directs the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to place upon the pension- 


roll, subject to the provisions and limitations | 


of the pension laws, the name of Martha 
Elwell, the dependent widowed mother of 
Newell Elwell, a private in the late war of the 
rebellion. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 


accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. MeJ UNKIN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


MARTHA DESBROW. 


Mr. McJUNKIN also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill (AH. R. No.1204) granting 


a pension to Martha Desbrow ; which was read 


a first and second time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to place upon the pension- 


roll, subject to the provisions and limitations | 


of the pension laws, the name of Martha Des- 


brow, widow of Hrastus Desbrow, deceased, a | 


private soldier in the war of 1812, and that 
the pension shall be paid from and after the 
Ist day of January, 1870. 

Mr. WILLARD. Is there a report in this 
case ? 

Mr. MceJUNKIN. There is. 

The report was read. It appears that Eras: 
tus Desbrow was a soldier of the war of 1812, 
and while in the service of the United States 
received a severe wound, in consequence of 
which he was granted a pension in 1815, and 
received and drew the same until 1826, the 
year of his death. At his death in 1826 he 
left a widow, Mary Desbrow, who has since 


remarried, and is now again a widow. She is 


seventy-two years of age, and is poor and in | 


needy circumstances. In 1870 she made ap 
plication to the Pension Bureau for a pension, 


but failed to obtain it for the reason that the || 
physician who had attended her husband in || 


his last sickness had sinee died, and she was 


in consequence unable to give. his testimony, | 


which the Commissioner of Pensions required, 
that her husband’s death was caused by a 
wound received in battle. The committee 
state that she has furnished satisfactory proof 
that her husband died of a wound received 
in battle while in the military service of the 
United States and in the line of his duty. 

Mr. WILLARD. Some bills of a similar 
nature with this have been referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions and 
War of 1812, and as this is a pension for 
the widow of a soldier of the war of 1812, I 
think it ought to be referred to that committee. 


TheSPEAKER. The bill properly belonged 


to that committee. 

Mr. WILLARD. I move that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions and War of 1812. 

The motion was agreed to. 

JAMES HOGAN. 

Mr. WAKEMAN, from the Committee on 

Invalid Pensions, reported a bill (H. ht. No. 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





was read a first and 
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Hogan, of Batavia, in the State of New York, 
which was read a first and second time. 

Che question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill, which was read, direets the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to increase the pension 
now allowed and paid to James Hogan, of 
Batavia, in the State of New York, from the 
rate of fifteen dollars a mouth to the rate of 
twenty dollars a month, and to pay the pen- 
sion hereafter at the latter rate, such increase 
to commence from December 4, 1871. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time ; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WAKEMAN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TIMOTHY PAIGE. 


Mr. WAKEMAN also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1206) grant 
ing apension to Timothy Paige, which was 
read a first and second time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

Che bill, which was read, directs the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to place on the pension- 
roll, subject to the provisions and limitations 
of the pension laws, the name of Timothy 
Paige, the father of Wilkinson W. Paige, late 
captain in company M, tenth regiment New 
York cavalry volunteers, to take effect from the 
passage of the act. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WAKEMAN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PETITIONS FOR PENSIONS. 

Mr. MOORE moved that the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the following petitions, 
and that the same be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions and War of 
1812: 

The petition of Herman J. Ely, for a pen- 
sion ; 

The petition of sundry citizens of Batavia, 
New York, to amend the pension laws of 1871, 
by granting pensions to persons serving less 
than sixty days; and s 

The petition of Thomas Lewis, of Virginia, 
praying that a pension may be granted to him. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


JOHN 8S. CORLETT 


Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Inya- 
lid Pensions, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1207) 
granting a persion to John 8, Corlett; which 
econd time. 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to place on the pension- 
roll, subject to the limitations and provisions 
of the pension laws, the name of John S, Cor- 
lett, late a teamster in the service of the Uni- 


| ted States, and to pay him the pension of a 


private from and after the passage of this act ; 
and that he shall be entitled to the benefits of 
the laws now in force relative to furnishing 
artificial limbs, or commutation therefor, to 
disabled soldiers of his class. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
report in this case be read. 
The report was read. , 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I would like to in- 
quire what has been the practice of Congress 
heretofore, whether it has been to grant pen- 
sions in cases of this kind? ‘This seems to me 
to be an ordinary case of a man driving a team 
aud being accidentally injured. I do not un- 


I ask that the 


1205) to increase the pension paid to James | derstand that the mules which this man was 
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driving were frightened by the firing of guns, | 
or anything of that sort. Now, ought Con- || 
gress to go so far as to grant pensions in cases 
of this kind? If so, then ought we not to give 
pensions to every man who muy be injured in 
Washington, or elsewhere, who may be driv- 
ing horses or mules, provided he happens at 
the time to be in the employ of the Govern- 
ment? Every man who works for the Gov- | 
ernment, whether in the Army, or in any | 
other way, may be injured by some casualty. 
Should he receive a pension? 

Mr. MOORE. It is evident that the gentle- | 
man does not understand this case at all. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [ want to under- 
stand it. 

Mr. MOORE. This man was an enlisted | 
teamster, and sworn into the United States ser- 
vice. He was connected with the supply train | 


. : - : | 
following the army of Major General Curtis, | 


and in the line of his duty when he received 
this injury. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I did not under- 
stand that he was an enlisted and sworn 
teamster; | supposed he was merely hired. 

Mr. MOORE. ‘There is proof among the | 
papers in this case that the man was an enlisted 
teamster, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Why did not they | 

ve him a pension at the Pension Bureau? 
Why does he come here ? 

Mr. MOORE. The Pension Bureau con- 
strued it just as the gentleman construes it: 
that because the man was wounded in a pecu- 
liar way therefore he is not entitled to a 
pension. Now, among other witnesses, the | 
assistant wagon-master testifies that at the 
time of the accident he rode hastily up and 
assisted to extricate the man from his perilous | 
condition. This man received this injury | 
while on duty; of that there is no sort of doubt 





whatever, or that the injury has been a very 
serious one. Besides, | will say that as to 
the character of the man, the most ample 
testimony is before the committee. The judge 
of the district court of Lowa, the circuit judge, 
the clerk of the court in the county where he 
lives, the treasurer, the sheriff, and a whole 
host of most respectable citizens, join in a | 
petition asking relief for this excellent man. | 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I can get petitions 
signed by the most respectable citizens of the | 
United States for a pension for any man; no 
doubt about that. What I am calling atten- 
tion to is the granting of pensions upon such | 
petitions. Respectable gentlemen in Wash- | 
ingten are in the habit every day of signing | 
papers that they do not know anything about. 
i am not opposing this case; | am only 
Mr. MOORE. If the gentleman is not | 
opposing this bill, 1 cannot yield further. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I only ask that we may | 
have some light on this subject, because 
Mr. MOORE. I cannot yield any further, 
because the gentleman says he is not opposing | 


this case. 
I want to learn par- | 








Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
ticularly the reasons upon which the Commit- | 
tee on Pensions have reported this bill. 

Mr. MOORE. I think the House is ready 
for the question. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed | 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, | 
it was accordingly read the third time, and | 
passed. 

Mr. MOORE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved | 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


WARREN RAYMOND 


Mr. MOORE also reported from the Com- | 
mittee on Invalid Pensions a bill (H. R. No. | 
1208) grantingan increase of pension to Warren | 
Kaymond, a soldier of the war of 1812; which | 
was read a first and second time. 

Vhe bill, which was read, authorizes and 
directs the Secretary of the Interior to cause 
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to be paid to Warren Raymond, who was a 
private in the one bundred and thirty-fourth 


regiment New York volunteer infantry in the | 


war of 1812, four dollars per month increase on 


| the pension he is now drawing, from the 4th | 
| day of September, 1870, to the date of the | 


passage of this act, and thereafter pay hima 


| pension at the rate of eight dollars a month 


during his natural life. 

Mr. MOORE. I call for the reading of the 
report. 

[he report was read. 

Mr. WILLARD. I believe that this is a pen- 
sion of the war of 1812; and I move that the 
bill be referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions and War of 1812. 

Mr. MOORE. The gentleman will remem- 


'| ber that I went to him and informed him that 
we had examined this bill, and that, as we had || 


finished the case before noticing the fact that 


| it belonged to his committee, we would, if he 


had no objection, report it and put it upon its 
passage, whereupon he said, ‘*‘Go ahead and 
do so.”’ 

Mr. WILLARD. I do not remember the 
remark ; but if the gentleman insists upon the 
jurisdiction of his committee, | withdraw my 
motion. 

Mr. MOORK. I will state that this soldier 
of the war of 1812 was granted a pension some 
years ago at the rate of four dollars per 
month, the amount paid for one half disabil- 
ity. That pension was granted by a special 
act. His disability, however, increased, as is 
testified to by ample medical testimony pre- 
sented in this case; yet he made noapplication 
for an increase of pension until the passage 
of the act of July 14, 1868, the fifteenth sec- 


| tion of which made provision that the Pension 


Bureau might, in case of an increase of disa- 
bility, increase the pension of persons who had 
received pensions under special acts of Con- 
gress. When this act was passed he put in 
his claim, with the evidences of his condition, 
and the bureau, recognizing the fact that he 
was entitled to eight dollars a month, granted 
him a pension at thatrate. A subsequentact, 
passed July 7, 1870, declared, however, that 
the Pension Bureau should not increase any 
pension that had been granted by a special 
act. But in the mean time, while the law of 
1868 was still operating, this man had pre- 
sented his claim to the bureau, and it had been 
allowed. He was in the possession of his 
right before the act of 1870 was passed; and 
it seems to me that his pension ought not to 
have been reduced. ‘The equity of this case is 
perfectly clear. The Pension Bureau recom- 
mended this man’s case to Congress for special 
relief, recognizing the hardship of his condi- 
tion. As he did not serve the full sixty days 
in the war of 1812, but only fifty-seven days, 
he cannot have relief under the act of 1871. [ 
think the justice of the case is perfecily clear ; 
and as it is avery small matter, I hope there 
will be no objection to its passage. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Speaker, one of the 
reasons given for the passage of this bill is, 
this man having served fifty-seven days, his 
term of service is so little less than that 
required by law that the case in equity comes 
within its purview. Now, I desire to say 

Mr. MOORE. The gentleman is mistaken; 
I did not give that as a reason. 

Mr.CONGER. That is one of the reasons 
assigned; and I wish to say that there are 
many cases presenting In equity just as strong 
a claim upon Congress as does this. I have 
myself, during this session, received letters 
from several persons asking that the law may 
be so modified that service for less than sixty 
days shall be sufficient to entitle a person to a 
pension; and I call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the fact—— 

Mr. MOORE. I say again that I did not 
give that as a reason why the bill should be 
passed. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask that they give their 
attention.to that subject, and make the time 





less, so that soldiers of the war of 18 


| their time of service. 
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served twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty da 
have a pension if they were wounded 


Mr. WILLARD. What was the law of Ju} 
7, 1870, to which reference has been made? 

Mr. MOORE. The law passed July 7 1879 
declares that the Pension Bureau shall ne 
consider cases where pension was granted ie 
special act of Congress. I will call attenti, 
a clause in the law of July 14, 1868. 


ation) 
Itis there 


| stated that all pensions hereafter granted by g 


special act of Congress shall be subject to b 
varied in amount according to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws. , 


on This act 
was passed July 14, 1868. The other ae: was 


A 


— July 7, 1870, nearly two years afterward, 


Juring the time this act of July 14, 1868, was 
in existence, this man obtained this increase 


| of pension according to law, and was in pos 


session of that right at the time. Burt the 
Pension Bureau construed this act of 1870 to 
be retroactive, ana it has gone back in thig 
instance and reduced the pension of this may 
from eight to four dollars a month, which 
he received originally. 
Mr. WILLARD. Has not the same thine 
been done in other cases ? i 
Mr. MOORK. 1 do not know of any othe; 
case. 
Mr. WILLARD, 
reason in this case. 
Mr. MOORE. They give the law as the 


They give this as the 


reason. 
Mr. WILLARD. That is the only reason, 
Mr. MOORE. It is, and the committee 


recommend this man have relief at the hands 
of Congress, recognizing the fact that his dis- 
abilities have continued and have increased, 
and that he is really entitled to eight dollars 
per month. 

Mr. WILLARD. Then it is simply restor. 
ing to him what he has had already? 

Mr. MOORE. Yes, it simply restores to 
him eight dollars per month. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MOORE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


DELILA ROBERTSON, 


Mr. MOORE also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 1209) granting a 
pension to Delila Robertson; which was read 
a first and second time. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and 
directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
upon the pension-roll, subject to the pro- 
visions and limitations of the pension laws, 
the name of Delila Robertson, widow of John 
H. Robertson, late of company C eleventh 
regiment Missouri State militia cavalry, and 
pay her a pension from and after the passage 
of this act, and during her widowhood. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time ; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MOORE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


GEORGE J. ST. LOUIS. 


Mr. MOORE also, from the same commit: 
tee, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1210) granting 
a pension to George J. St. Louis: which was 
read a first and second time. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes and 
directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
upon the pension-roll, subject to the provisions 
and limitations of the pension laws, the name 
of George J. St. Louis, late private company 
A, thirty-third regiment [llinois volunteers, to 
take effect from the passage of thisact. __ 

Mr. MOORE. I state, for the information 
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Mr. GARFIELD, of Obio. Lam instructed 
by the Committee on Appropriations to move 
to amend that paragraph by striking out 
**$5.000,"’ and i in lieu thereof 
‘6 $6,000." 

The amendment was agreed to. 


inserung 


The Clerk read as follows: 

To pay judgments of the Court of Claims, $400,000. 

Mr. DAWES. I move to amend that para- 
graph by adding to it the following proviso : 

Provided, That no part of this sum shall be paid 
upen any judgment rendered in favor of George 


Chorpenning, growing out of any services rendered 
for carrying the mails. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
objection to that amendment. 
fhe amendment was agreed to. 


There is no 


The following paragraph was read ; 

For contingent expenses of the Department of 
Justice, namely: fuel, labor, stationery, and miscel- 
laneous items, $15,000; for rent of building, $10,000; 
for furniture and law-books, $6,000, 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. In line thirteen 
hundred and seventeen, in that paragraph, I 
move tostrike out *‘ten,”’ and insert ** fifteen ;”’ 
will read, *‘for rent of 

‘The Committee find that 


so that the clause 
building, $15,000.”’ 
that is the actual rent. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I offer the fol- 
lowing amendment, to come in as an additional 
paragraph at the end of the first section : 

United States and British Claims Commission: 


For compensation and expenses of the United 
States and British Claims Commission, $43,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. RITCHIE. I move to amend this bill 
by inserting before section two what I send 
to the Clerk’s desk to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 2. That the President of the United Statesshall 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to nominate, and, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
appoint a board of commissioners, to be designated 
as commissioners of claims, to consist of three com- 
missioners, who shall be commissioned for two years, 
and whose duty it shall be to receive, examine, and 


consider the jastice and validity of such claims as | 


accrued in those States that were not proclaimed 
as in insurrection to the United States as shall be 
brought before them by citizens who resided therein, 
for stores or sapplies taken or furnished, or for prop- 
erty used, damaged, or destroyed for the use of the 
Ariny of the United States during the late war for 
the preservation of the Union, including the use, 
loss, damage, or destruction of vessels or boats while 
employed in or taken tor the benefit of the military 
service of the United States. And the said commis- 
sioners in considering said claims shall be satisfied, 
from the testimony of witnesses under oath, or from 
othersuflicient evidence which shall accompany each 
claim, taken under such rules and regulations as the 
commissioners may adopt, of the quantity, quality, 
and value of the property alleged to have been taken, 


furnished, used, damaged, ordestroyed,andthetime, | 


piace, and material circumstances of the taking, fur- 
nishiog, using, damaging, or destroying of the same. 
And upon satisfactory evidence of the justice and 
validity of any claim, the comwmissionersshall report 
their opinion In writing in each case, and shall cer- 
tify the nature, amount, and value of the property 


| rest a night, ora day, or aweek onsome farm, 


| distinct purchase, and in many cases there was 


ing to adjust and pay the claims of Union citi- 
zens residing in States that seceded, much 
more should Congress be willing to pay the 
claims of those residing in the States that did 
not withdraw fromthe Union. At the present 
time there is no adequate legislation upon the 
subject. 

The border States were peculiarly subjected 
to the disasters and ravages of the war. In the 
marching to and fro of armies across Maryland 
into Pennsyivania, in Kentucky, and in the 
other border States, there were losses sustained 
and damages inflicted which do not come 
strictly within the description of supplies. The 
present legislation upon the subject is an act 
of 1864, which provides that supplies taken for 
the use of the Army shall be paid for under 
regulations to be prescribed by the quarter- | 
master’s department. Unfortunately, the con- 
struction placed upon that act, and properly 
placed upon it, prevents the payment of any 
claim except for supplies that were officially | 
taken, 

Now, in the passage of an army in a rapid 
march, for instance, in the campaigus partic- | 
ularly of 1862, 1863, and 1864, the army would 


and while there, although supplies might not | 
be taken officially or formally, there would be | 
immense destruction and waste of property, | 
not in the character of mere depredation, but 
whole fences would be destroyed for fuel, for- 
age would be taken, horses and stock of every 
description would be taken, and there would | 
be no time to go through the formalities of a | 


left no evidence that any property was taken. 
That was the case not only in regard to those 
supplies to which this amendment is applica- 
ble, not only in regard to articles taken ex- | 
pressly by the proper officials, but in regard to | 
property taken merely for the benefit of the | 


| Army, for the comfort of soldiers, &c., and | 
| yet there was not time to go through the reg- | 


taken, furnished, used, damaged, or destroyed, as | 


aforesaid. And eaeh claim which shall be consid- 
ered, and rejected as unjust and invalid, shall like- 
wise be reported, with the reasons therefor; and no 
claimant shall withdraw any material evidence sub- 
mitted in support of any claim. 

Sec. 3. ‘Phat said commissioners shall each take 
oath of office provided by law—— 


| ° . ° 
which they can receive compensation. 


ular formality of purchase and giving certifi- | 
cates. I know an instance of two ladies who 


| have in this way been reduced to beggary. It | 


so happened that their farm in Montgomery 
county, Maryland, was right in the track of | 
the army, and corps after corps settled upon | 
it, water there being convenient and fuel at 
hand. Anarmy of fifty thousand men stopping 
upon the farm for twenty-four hours, the result 
was that all the forage was taken or destroyed, 
all the fences were burned up, and other dam- 
ages inflicted, so that the ladies are now re- 
duced to beggary, because there is no law under 


oe the hammer fell. } 
The CHAIRMAN. The point having been 


| made that this amendment, being independent | 
legislation, is out of order on an appropriation 


bill, the Chair sustains the point of order. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Sec. 2. Thatno claim of any kind whatever against 
the United States shall bé@onsidered by the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury, nor paid by or on behalf 
of the Government, unless the same shall be filed | 
within seven years from the time such claim accrues, | 
which said seven years shall begin as to contracts 


| under seal from date, when the contract by its terms 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, (interrupting | 


the reading. ) 
this is new legislation, and therefore out of 
order on an appropriation bill. 

The CHAIRMAN, The point of order is 
well taken. 

Mr. RITCHIE, I ask a few moments to 
explain my amendment. 

ir, GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no objec- 
tion to the gentleman making an explanation. 

Mr. RITCHIE. At the last Congress there 
was introduced into the Army appropriation 
bill a provision similar to this, but applicable 
to claimants residing in States that were pro- 
claimed to be in insurrection against the Uni- 
ted States. This amendment of mine is framed 
in accordance with that provision, except that 
it is made applicable to dl 
did not attempt to secede. If Congress is will- 


I raise the point of order that | 


|| take effect from and after the 
| and its provisions shall apply to all claims and 


| that order will be made. 


aimants in States ihat || 
|| brought to recover any sum of money paid to satisfy 


is or should be completed, and as to all other claims | 
from the date at which the service was rendered, the | 
work done, or the supplies or materials furnished ; 
Provided, That thissection shall not be held toapply 
to the interest or principal of the public debt, nor to 
claims directed to be examined and settled by special | 
act of Congress: And provided further, That itshall 
st of January, 1873 


vouchers presented after that date. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, Idesireto move 
that the Clerk be directed to correct all foot- 
ings of paragraphs where the figures are not 
now correct in consequence of amendments | 
which have been adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection 

There was no objection. 

Mr. POLAND. I move to amend by adding | 
to the last section of the bill the following: 

And it is further provided, That no action or suit 
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any tax imposed under the laws or authority of +} 


United States, before the passage of this act, shalt 


| be maintained unless brought within one year af il 


| this act goes into effect, nor shall any claim { 


T thea 


| refunding of such tax be entertained by any Depart. 


| to it, and raise the point of order that }; 








| 





| ment unless presented within the same time. N 


shall any action or suit be maintained for the 7 
covery of any such sum hereafter paid, eaten 
brought within one year after such payment sb.) 
be made; nor shall any claim therefore be e, — 
tained by any Department unless pr-ssented wi, 
the same time. ; 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Ihave no Objec. 
tion to that. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 


Ler. 
Ola 


I Object 


> 


new legislation. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I rose for the purposg 
of moving to strike out section two. : 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion wil! come 
up afterward. 

Mr. RANDALL. The amendment of the 
gentleman from Vermont is clearly new legis. 
lation, 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair decides tia; 
the point of order is well taken. 

Mr. POLAND. =| desire to say a word upon 
the question of order. 

Mr. RANDALL. I have no objection to 
withdrawing the point, in order to allow the 
gentleman from Vermont to be heard. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will hear the 
gentleman. 

Mr. POLAND. The rules have been gys. 
pended so asto make the last section of the 
bill as reported in order 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
another question of order, 
debatable? 

The CHAIRMAN. A point of order js 
debatable. The Chair will hear the gentleman, 

Mr. POLAND. The last section which the 
Committee on Appropriations have inserted 
in this bill isa statute of limitations in relation 
to claims against the Government. The rules 
have been suspended to make that provision 
in order so that it may be considered by the 
committee and the House. My amendment, 
which proposes an alteration or addition to 
this section, is germane to the proposition of 
the committee, which has been made in order 
by suspension of the rules. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that 
no amendment is in order which proposes to 
incorporate in the bill further new legislation. 

Mr. SARGENT. I take an appeal trom 
the decision of the Chair, and I think it well 
that the point should be stated. The decision 
of the Chair, as [ understand, is that matter 
which is properly in the bill cannot be amend- 
ed by the addition of other matter which is 
entirely germane. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that 
the bill cannot be amended so as to embrace 
further new legislation. 

Mr. SARGENT. Can it not be perfected 
by the introduction of new matter ? 

The CHAIRMAN. This section may be 
perfected ; but it is not amendable so as to 
embrace further new legislation. 

Mr. SARGENT. From that decision | 
appeal, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
know what the point is. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will 
be again read for the information of the com- 
mittee. 

The Clerk again read the amendment offered 
by Mr. PoLanp. 

Mr. SARGENT. Task for the reading of 
the section to which the gentleman from Ver- 
mont {[ Mr. PoLtanp] offers his amendment. 

Section two of the bill was again read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that the 
propositions embraced in the amendment pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Vermont [ Mr. 





I raise 
Isa point of order 


I would like to 


embraced in section two of the bill. This 
section was admitted into the biil under a sus- 
pension of the rules. The amendment of the 
gentleman from Vermont proposes further new 
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for those which arose during the war, and in || off fraudulent claims, I would not have a word || to the Committee on the Judiciary, and that 
t will the course of discussing this subject, partly to || to say. But this would apply to the case of a a law should be carefully prepared which 
com: this and partly to the deficiency bill, he called || soldier who has not got his bounty or back || would meet the particular exigencies which 
the attention of the committee to a difficulty || pay, and who has a just claim against the || are referred to. 
fered which met him every day in regard to claims, || United States. ‘They propose to interpose @ MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 
and especiaily those claims which it is pro- |) statute of limitations, to take effect within one T) ; it 
vided ew 3, : hee omen the Th ae that thae’4 The committee rose informally, and the 
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itself against the unjust claims. 


[ Mr action took place, and it was very difficult 
ie | limitations to take effect in one year! 


aud frequently impossible for the Department LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


This to say whether the parties had the right to || this bill cannot be heard of by many of the | The Committee of the Whole on the state 
aes sign, or whether the signatures were the result || penis of the United States within one year. || of the Union then resumed its session. 

¢ the of subsequent arrangement; that is, whether || You have just agreed not to publish the laws Mr. BLAIR, of Michigan. I was about to 
eer the signature ta.the vouchers was a recent act in the newspapers, and only to circulate them || say, when I was interrupted, that if it is desir- 


ordone at the time of the transaction. He || in pamphlets, and if you can anywhere bury | able to prevent forged claims, it seems to me 
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that this provision is inadequate for that pug- 
pose. Whoever will forge aclaim will find no 
more difficulty in forging the dates than he 
will the signatures and the substance of the 
When you find persons who wili make 
up a claim, they wil make out the whole of | 
the claim just as well as they will make out the 


claim. 


signatures or any Other part of it 
Now, it has been ascertained, and chiefly in 
the Pension Office, that the persons who man- 


ufacture papers for pensions in very large 
numbers, have found that instead of being 
difficult, it is much more convenient to manu- | 
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is being used to press forward claims growing 
out of our late war. Now, unless we can do 


on with more and more violence until all our 
safeguards are broken down. I do not sup- 
pose or pretend that this section is perfect, or 
sufficiently comprehensive to cover the whole 
of these cases, but that it does effectually reach 
several classes of these cases I have no doubt. 
So thinks the Secretary of the Treasury and 
| those who have conferred with him as his legal 
| advisers. 


facture the entire paper, making all the cer- | I do not quite understand the rule of Jaw as 


tificates and everything connected with the sub- | 
ject. I think, myself, that we shall not reach |} it. 


the difficulty which the chairman of the Com 


mittee on Appropriations supposes might be 


my friend from Michigan [Mr. Bair] states 
I do understand that time does not run 
against the Government; but I do not under- 


reached by this section, and therefore I am || make a statute of limitations, under which 


inclined to vote against it. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I with 
draw the amendment to the amendment. 

‘The question was -taken upon Mr. SHELLA- 
BARGER S amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. MAYNARD. [now move to strike out 
section two. ‘This case illustrates, perhaps as 
well as any that we are likely to have before us, 
the value of the genera! rule that independent 


législation shall not be reported in nor consid- | 


ered in connection with an appropriation bill. 
it isarule of very long standing. But we have 
introduced a practice within the last two or three 
years, on Mondays, of moving to suspend the 
rules so that a bill in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union shall not be subject 
to the operation of this rule, and the rules are 


suspended by a two thirds vote, on easy-going | 


and careless consideration, or without consid- 
eration. As has been already suggested in 
this discussion, legislation of this sort ought to 
come from a committee organized on purpose 
to consider it, and to consider and examine it 
in all its bearings as connected with the other 
legislation of the country. Such legislation as 
this does not belong to an appropriation bill, 
and ought not to be connected with it, be- 
cause it has not undergone thorough, proper 
investigation before it comes before the House, 
and this is not the place in which to consider 
it. This section proposes to cut off, upon the 
ist of January next, every claim of every kind 
that.bas arisen during or grown out of the war, 
no matter bow the claimants may have been 
situated, though they may have been sick, or 
in foreign countries, or in prison. or whether 
the claimant himself may have died, and has 
left his widow or minor chi'dren to prosecute it. 


All these claims are to be eut off, and the | 
effect of this provision will really be to cut them | 


off at once, forevery gentleman knows the diffi- 


culty that our legislation bas in permeating our | 
country so that it shall come to the knowledge | 


of the people, and the laws may be compre- 
hended by ten per cent. of the people. It is 


too stringent and too radical a provision to say | 


that we will not pay claims because they have 
not been presented within seven years, what- 


ever may be the cause which has prevented | 
their presentation. I trust that the House | 
will pause very long before adopting a piece | 


of legislation of this kind, and will strike out 
this provision. Ifthen the gentleman desires 


it, he can introduce this section as a separate | 


bill, and let it be referred to the Judiciary 
Committee, where it can be considered and 
reported on. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. [have no special 
desire to press this section against the judg- 
ment of the House, but I do hope that the 
committee will consider the tremendous rush, 
the vast torrent of claims that have grown out 
of our war. The country never needed any- 
thing of this sort before, tor our affairs of this 
kind have been small in comparison with the 
bulk of them now. All the Departments of 
the Government are now groaning under the 
weight of the claims pressing every day upon all 
the bureaus and all the clerks of the bureaus, 


and every appliance, fraudulent and otherwise, | 


| time shall run against claimants against the 
Government. 
| that the Government may make a statute of 
| limitations, under which claims shall some- 
where or some time cease to be valid if not 


| the rule of the common law, and the rule of 
| our laws everywhere. Almost all classes of 
| claimants can now go into our courts and sue 
| the Government. 

|| Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Will the 
| gentleman allow me to ask him a question ? 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. My ques- 
| tion is this: are not the ordinary statutes of lim- 
| itations based upon the presumption that by 
|| lapse of time the debt has been paid? And 
'| how can that presumption work in the case of 
| the Government when no debt can be paid by 
|| the Government without there being full record 
} 





i 


of it? As I understand it, ali statutes of lim- 
itations under the common law are upon the 
|| presumption of the payment of the debt from 
|| lapse of time or from loss of evidence. But 
in the case of the Government no such pre- 
| sumption can arise, because no debt can be 
| paid by the Government without the record of 
| it being made. 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I do not under- 
|| stand that to be the whole reason of the law. 
|| It is the fair presumption that when the time 
|| named in the statute of limitations is passed, 
if the claimant does not present his claim he 
has not a good case, he has no claim to pre- 
sent. If he goes on after that time and pre- 
sents a claim, it is fair to presume that he has 
only a trumped-up claim, a claim without any 
foundation. We have now a statute of limita- 
tions against all our pensioners, against all our 
| soldiers for bounty and back pay; not a pen- 
|| sioner on our rolls but is limited by the statute 
of limitations. And only last Monday a bill 
was passed through this House changing the 
|| statute of limitations in favor of the pensioners, 
and extending the time further. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Doesthe gentleman say 

that there is a statute of limitations against 
| pensioners? 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I say that, under 
|| our law, unless a soldier presents his claim 
| within a certain time he cannot obtain back 
|| pay and back pension. 
| 





Mr. MAYNARD. Ah! 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I am speaking 
|| of the old claims for back pay and pension. 
|| The soldier must present his claim within a 
certain time, or his pension will not extend 
back. In the old bounty cases we have a 
statute of limitations. Now what I want is, 
that you shall have a similar statute of limita- 
| tions against the contractors and the sharks 
that followed the Army, against the rascals 
that come in with claims against the Govern- 
ment whenever they can rake up an old claim 
or get up one that is fraudulent. Let us at 
least do against them what we do against our 
|| pensioners. 
| {Here the hammer fell. ] 
|| The question being taken on the motion 
of Mr. Maynarp, to strike out section two 














something, unless we can build a dyke some- | 
where across this roaring current, we willsweep | 


stand that the Government has no power to | 


I understand, on the contrary, | 


| sooner presented. As I understand it that is | 








January 2 


aa zs en 


— 


— 


| of the bill, it was agreed to; there being on 

| division—ayes eighty-five, noes not counted ' 

| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I shail ask {} 

|| yeas and nays on this question in the a’ 

|| I am instructed by the Committee on Appro. 

| priations to offer as an amendment the addi 

|| tional sections which I send to the Clerl, 
a § 

| desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


1} 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That 


Jurt after the 
| 30th day of June, 1872, it shall be the - 


duty 


) ; of each 
| head of the Executive Departments of ‘the Gar 
| ernment and of all other public officers who ha), 
| heretofore had _ printing and binding done ,; ; 


|| Congressional Printing office for the use of tho, 
|| respective Departments or public offices, to jp, Pe 
in their annual estimates for appropriations fo, +, 
|| mext fiseal year such sum or sums as may to th., 
seem necessary for printing and binding to be ee. 
| cuted under the direction of the Congressjo; 
Printer. = 
| Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
| the duty of the Congressional Printer, when (y, 
| gress shall have made an appropriation for any 

Department or public office to be expended for priy;. 
ing and binding to be executed under the direction 
of the Congressional Printer, to cause an aceoupt i> 
be opened with each of said Departments or pu) i 
offices, on which he shall charge for all printing ay) 
|| binding ordered by the heads of said Departmey:. 

or public offices in accordance with the schedule o: 
prices established in accerdance with law; and j; 
shall not be lawful for him to cause to be executed 
any printing or binding, the value whereof shall 
exceed the amount appropriated for such purpose 
andthe Congressional Printer is hereby authorize) 
to employ a clerk of class two to have charge of sqid 
accounts, and that he makea detailed report of eacs 
account with Departments or public offices to Cop. 
gressin his annual report. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all acts and 
parts of acts limiting the number of congressiona! 
documents to be printed for the use of any head of 
Department or public office are hereby repealed. — 


The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to 
the introduction of these amendments? None 
being heard, they are admitted. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire t 
say 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Do these 
amendments come from the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I raisea 
point of order upon them. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I insist that it 
is too late to raise the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 
from Massachusetts assert that he made the 
point before the Chair announced his decision’? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The point was 
not made until I began to speak. 

Mr. BULLER, of Massachusetts. As soon 
as the amendments were read, and I ascer: 
tained the committee they came from, I made 
the point. 

Mr. SARGENT. I trust that at any rate 
the gentleman from Massachusetts will hear 
an explanation of the amendments. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I will hear 
the explanation if my objection is reserved. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. *If the gentle: 
man will let me explain, I propose to leave 
him in the same status in which he is now. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to 
understand the matter. The Chair asked dis- 
tinectly whether there was objection to the 
introduction of the amendments; and there 
being no objection, the Chair declared that 
they were admitted. Did the gentleman from 
Massachusetts rise to object before that dec- 
Jaration ? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. As soon 
as the Chair asked for objections I rose and 
addressed the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must then 
rule that the fourth and fifth sections are liable 
to the point of order raised by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 











If the com: 


mittee will indulge me for a few moments ! 
will remind them that a few days since, in the 

course of a debate on another subject, I alluded 
to the fact that the cost of our public printing 
is growing with alarming rapidity, and tha’ 
it was difficult to adopt any method by which 
we could effectually limit and regulate the 
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expense. I have in my hand the report of the 
Congressional Priuter, which shows that dur- 
ing the year ending the 30th of last June 
he printed more than sixty thousand differ- 
ent pages of documents. Put into books this 
would make a library of over one hundred and 
twenty volumes of five hundred pages each. 
Something like this amount the Govern: 
ment is printing every year, beside a vast 
ynenumerated mass of materials in the form 
of bills, &e., not included in the estimate of 
pages. I called attention, also, to a proposed 
measure by which this expense might be re- 
duced, so far as the printing for Congress is 
concerned, Since making those remarks, | 
have learned a fact in reference to the print- 
ing which I did not then know, and which I 
think this committee ought to know. 
have a very good rules here—in fact it is a re- 
quirement ot law—that when it is proposed to 
print extra copies of any document, the prop- 
osition must be referred to the Committee on 
Printing, and reported to the House by that 
committee before the additional printing can 
be done. But there is now no rule whatever 
that limits the Executive Departments as to 
what they may bave printed. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
a law to that effect? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. There is not. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I think the 
House passed one at the last session of Con- 
ress. 
' Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The law limits 


them as to extra‘numbers, but not as to the 


Is not there | 


We | 


subjects that are to be printed. As tothe book | 


to be published, the style of printing, the qual- 
ity of the paper and binding, the character and 
amount of the engravings, or whatever may 
enter into the publication, there is no limit 
whatever, except the discretion of the Depart- 
ment itself Perhaps that statement may be 
too broad, but so it was represented to the 
Committee on Appropriations this morning. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Chairman, I wish to 
state in this connection a fact which ought to 
be taken into account. The law was changed 
a year or two ago so that all the Government 
printing of the country is done here. Here- 
tofore what was wanted at the custom-house 
in New York was printed there, and what- 
ever was wanted at the custom-house at Bos- 


ton was printed there, independently of what | 


was done at New York or Philadelphia. What- 


ever printing was wanted in any department | 


all over the country was done there, and there 
was a repetition of this work all over the land. 
Our legislation has abolished all that, and has 
it done at this Governmeut Printing Office. 
So it seems a great deal larger by concentrat- 
ing here than it is in reality. That is new to 
the consideration of this subject. While it is 
growing, as the gentleman says, and while it 
is alarming in its amount, it is not quite so 
large as it seems to be when you come to see 
it all here in one place. 
can easily be seen, has resulted in great econ- 
omy, for when the type is set up and the form 
prepared for a blank book for the use of the 
custom-house at New York, the same thing can 
be printed for all the custom-houses of the 
country, and there is great saving. 


mean to offer these remarks with any inten- 
tion of relaxing the efforts of the gentleman 
irom Ohio, but rather to aid him in the line of 
his argument. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
to add a word. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will yield if 


the committee will give me time to complete 
my remarks. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I only 
esire to say that during the war a printing 
office arose in almost every Department of the 
Government. ‘The War Department had one, 
the Treasury had one, the Interior had one, 


I desire 


and the Attorney General had one. They were || 


broken up by the law my colleague cites. 





This arrangement, as | 


There | 
should be still further reduction, and I do not | 


| at all. 
| the books we are publshing. 


there is a branch printing-office in the T'reas- 


ury Department, which does about one hun- | 


dred and twenty five thousand dollars of work 
a year. 
Mr. Chairman, I quite agree in all that my 


friend from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] has | 


said. 


The law to which he refers has greatly 


bettered this business of printing, and has | 


It 


doubtless reduced the expense. 
solidated it in one place. 
is being done as cheaply and as economically 
as it can be done, admitting it is to be done 
I wish to show the committee some of 


| hold in my hand 
the third volume, No. 3, Mining Industry. 


is the United States geographical exploration 


| of the fortieth parallel by Clarence King, geol- 


| and the volume of maps which accompanies it. | 
| ask my colleague on the committee from Cali- 


ogist in charge. It is a most valuable work, 
and every way worthy of publication; but I 
am speaking now of the style and cost of pub- 
lication. I understand the design is to print 
five additional volumes in the same style. I 
call the attention of members to this volume 


fornia [ Mr. SarGenr] to show it to the House, 
as I wish to add some further remarks in refer- 


| ence to this volume which is to be fullowed by 


tive volumes of a like character. 

If members will look atthe paper of this 
book they will be surprised. When you go 
out to buy Christmas gifts for your children, 
you may perhaps buy some luxurious edition 
of one of the old poets, but go far before you 
will find a book printed on more expensive 
paper than this. It is heavy tinted paper of 
very fine quality, such as is used in the most 
luxurious editions of iliustrated books. Then, 
again, the committee will see more than a score 
ot pages of exquisitely finished engravings of 


| buildings and machinery necessary to carry on 





the business of mining, of furnaces for smelt- 


ing, and I even find here engravings of the | 


ordinary apparatus for letting miners down 
the shafts of mines. I can show you a dozen 
such machines at the coal mines in my district. 


| And yet all these are here engraved in the most 


elaborate manner, as though they were new 


inventions which miners had never seen before. | 
Now, | want the committee to understand | 


that I do not object to these explorations, nor 
to the publication of their results. I believe 


| in a general and liberal policy in regard to ail 


enterprises that aid in developing the great 
resources of the country, and bringing the 
knowledge of them into the possession of our 
people. But what | desire to impress upon 
the committee is the fact that our existing 
laws lay no limitations on the Executive 
Departments as to the subject-matter of the 
books they print, the quality of material used, 
and expenses they incur. ‘They send no esti- 
mates to Congress of the amounts they severally 
need. They make no returns of the amounts 
expended. We only find the amounts in the 
estimates of the Superintendent of Public 
Printing, and we appropriate in the lump the 
sum of $2,000,000 per year, to be used in the 
manner I have already described, or in any 
other manner that taste or fancy may sug- 
gest. The sections I have offered do not for- 


bid the printing of such books, but they do | 
|| provide that each of these Departments, on || 


| its own responsibility to the country, shall 


each year send in estimates of the amount | 


of money it needs for printing, and that the 


Public Printer shall honor its orders to the | 


extent of the appropriation that Congress may 
make and no further. These provisions will; 
I have no doubt, work the needed reform, 


has con- | 
I have no doubt it | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


It | 








| Clarence King’s corps. 
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of publishing is carried out on the present 
scale, including the maps to accompany it, it 
is estimated that the whole cost will not be 
less than two hundred ortwo handred and fifty 
thousand dollars. I hope the committee will 
adopt the amendment I have offered 

Mr. SARGENT rose. 

Mr. CONGER. | object to any partial dis- 
cussion of this question on the simple leave 
of the House, without an opportunity being 
given to gentlemen to reply. 

The CHAIRMAN, The point is well taken. 
For what purpose does the gentleman from 
California [Mr. SarGent] rise? 

Mr. SARGENT. 
tion. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I with- 
draw the point of order to allow the matter to 
be discussed. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order being 
withdrawn, the amendment is before the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. SARGENT. I think it was very far 
from the intention of the Committee ou Appro- 
priations to assail the Public Printer, for the 
system carried on at the Public Printing Office. 
i believe that the commiitee are satisfied that 
the Pablie Printer, Mr. Clapp, is a-faithful and 
economical officer, and does the best be can 
to dispose of the enormous amount of busi- 
ness which is intrusted to his hands. This is 





To debate this proposi- 


| not the point of attack by the Committee on 


Appropriations. Wesimply desire to call the 


|| attention of the committee to the fact, that by 


a loose practice, which has grown up from 
small beginnings until it has reached enormous 
proportions, the Government is turned into oue 
of the greatest and most expensive book-pub- 
lishing concerns now in the United States, or 
perhaps upon the globe. 

I do not know that L care to go into a criti 


| cism as to the value of many of these books 


which receive the sanction of the several bu- 
reaus or Departments, and are run through the 
Printing Office without the knowledge of Con 
gress. I might, perhaps, question whether the 
country, or anybody except those who do the 
actual work and are paid for it, is benefited 
by some of these publications. but | believe 
I am justified in saying with reference to this 
expensive book before me, showing an enorm 
ous amount ef industry on the part of the 
United States engineers in going from three 
hundred to ten and fifteen hundred feet below 
the surface of the the earth to trace out in the 
Comstock lode all the windings and twistings 
of their work there, that if a false pretense is 
held out by this document it does not reflect 
any credit upon the authors. And yet I 
believe, sir, if my information is correct—and 
[ have it from a very high source indeed—that 
not one foot of these exploratious mapped 
out here in gaudy colors was made by Clarence 
King, or any man in his employment; that 
these are simply tracings of workings made 
under the superintendence of owners of mines ; 
that these pictures of their workings were 
copied from the miners’ sketches which are 
added to each day as tunnels or shafts are 
made; and that from that one source, and 
that alone, these pictures and maps were 
derived. 

Now, if that is true, and I believe it to be 
true, and my information comes from a very 


| high source, there is a fraud on the country in 


publishing that as explorations on the part of 
I do not know that 
it cost the Government anything except the 


/ amount paid for copying these tracings, but 


and make the parties responsible to Congress || 


and the country. 
[ Here the hammer fell. } 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If the commit- 


tee will allow me, I wish to say further, that 


|| twenty-five dollars a volume ; and if the plan 


there is nothing in this book, or in the accom- 
panying maps, to show that they are not the 
result of explorations made by thege engineers, 


| or that itis anything but a lalse pretense to 


| according to the bestestimates | can obtain, | 
this book cannot be produced for less than 


\ 


magnify their own importance. 

Now, sir, it is necessary that this enormous 
leak in printing be stopped. The amount of 
printing that Congress orders is very small, 
We have about two million dollars appropri- 
ated in this bill for public printing, but | ven- 





7 ee 





; 
: 


ae 


o- ad 
axa 


Pare Soros 


‘ 
+4 
e 
‘ 
* 
&. 


| 


E | 
cS 


it 
fi 


A Averr 





632 


ture to say that of that whole amount Con- | 
gress does not order or sanction one half. I 
doubt if it will reach half of the whole amount. | 
The reat is made up because some bureau man 
or some officer of the Government writes some- 
thing or gets up something which he thinks 
printed, and would like to have | 
well printed and bound in gilt covers. He | 
goes to the head of his Department, and the 
latter turns to the law and finds that the law 
authorizes him to publish it; and without 
much examination the printing is done, and 
this sort of work costs the Government a mil- 
lion ora million and a quarter of dollars annu- 
ally. We find here in this book of estimates 
paper required such as Congress never sees in | 
any book it orders printed, super-calendered, 
fifty-eight pound paper, and an immense quan- 
tity of gilt foil, and all the curious and choice 
articles which are used in the most refined 
binding, and the printing is done upon the 
most. costly paper. Everything is dowein a 
style that a lady is proud to see upon her best 
books upon her parlor table. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Who is re- 
sponsible for this? Is not the Publie Printer? | 
Mr. SARGENT. I do not think the Public 

Printer is responsible. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
the paper? 

Mr. SARGENT. The Public Printer, of 
course, is compelled to follow his orders in 
reference to the printing and binding. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 1 think he 
is much to blame for not bringing the matter 
before the Committee on Publie Printing. 

Mr. SARGENT. ‘These matters are well 
known to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. ‘Then they 
are to blame. 

Mr. SARGENT. The gentleman himself 
has received a copy of this work. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. 
not. 

Mr. SARGENT. Then there is one waiting 
for him in the document room, and it is only 
by accident that he has not received it. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I would only 
say that my house is so full of public docu- 
ments that | do not know what I should do 
with any more. 

Mr. SARGENT. Lam not attacking indi- | 
viduals, but the system. ‘This matter was one | 
of anxious study by the Committee ov Appro- 
priations of the last Congress. We tried to 
break up this system and to lop off these 
enormous appropriations in the last Congress, | 
but could not find out what was best to be | 
done; but finally, on full consultation, we 
have traced the mischief to this source: the | 
loose, irresponsible manner in which printing 
and binding are ordered by the departments of 
the Government, which pile up these enormous 
expenses for gilt-edged and other printing. 
By the adoption of this amendment we can 
etfect a great reform. If proper estimates 
were required from the different offices, and 
the Secretary of the Treasury found that there 
was estimated for printing for the War Depart- 
ment $250,000 annually, he and the Secre- 
tary of War would be very apt to inquire 
before submitting that estimate to Congress 
how the money was to be expended. You 
will then find that four fifths of the expenses 
will be lopped off, and there will be a respons 
ibility which can be had in no other way. 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. CONGER. I move pro formato amend 
the amendment by striking out the last word 
of the section. 

Mr. Chairman, Lam as earnest as any mem- 
ber of this House can be to join with all others 
in every measure of economy and retrench- 
ment in the expenditures of this Government. 
| believe my course in the House since I have | 
been here warrants me in saying that. But I |, 
bave also had oecasion before this to notice that | 
after Congress by a law of the land has ordered || 
important investigations, important explora- | 


ought to be 


Who chooses 


No, I have 





| 

tions, important surveys, which it is claimed 
would develop the condition of our vast coun- 
try and bring to the notice of our citizens. to 
the notice of scientific men, and to the notice 
of the world, the vast wealth of these United 
States, not only of this parallel of latitude but 
of every parallel of latitade, when the time 
comes when the results should be presented in 
a printed form, at the end of some appro 
priation bill we are met with a proposition 
which will sink all the labor of the past, and 
which will prevent the publication of the re- 
sulis of long, arduous, and tedious labor, and 
their presentation to the people. 

Now, itis tothat I object; it is to this mode 
of bringing retrenchment forward. Why was 
this exploration ordered; why has the labor 
of a corps of engineers, geologists, and artists 
been employed under a law of the land for 
months and years, if at the very time when 
the results of their explorations are to be 
made public, and are to be rendered useful to 
the country, the Committee on Appropriations 
are to bring forward a measure of retrench- 
mentin such form as to excite ridicule? Sir, 
the fault lies further back. ‘The exploration 
should not have been ordered in this case 
and in several others, if, the moment, the labor 
is performed and the information about to be 
submitted, gentlemen may ridicule the whole 


subject from the consideration of Congress and’ 


sink it into oblivion. I submit that it is the 
duty of those who have charge of such matters 
as these to prepare our laws beforehand. 

Why, Mr. Chairwan, we have already appro- 
priated $100,000 to send some poor shivering 
explorer through the icy polar regions to find 
an open polar sea, and to tell the world whether 
the whales and the porpoises disport them- 
selves in open sunny waters around the north 
pole. And the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations [Mr. GarrieLD] makes no 
objection to that; the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia { Mr. SARGENT | makes no objection to it. 
But when those who desire in some manner the 
information contained in this report to be 
spread before the people that they may learn 
something about our country, then with a dash 
of my friend’s pen you would take ali this 
information from the people. 

Mr. SARGENT. Will the gentleman allow 
me a moment? 

Mr. CONGER. 
minute. 

Mr. SARGENT. Ido not think you can 
afford to, after that statement. 

Mr. CONGER. In regard to these maps 
of the mines of California and Oregon, with 
all their depths and their profundity and their 
glitter of gold, they are so familiar to the gen- 
tleman from California [Mr. SarGEent] that he 
thinks the rest of the world must know as 
much about them as he does. It is his failing, 
as it is the failing of my friend from New York 
{ Mr. Cox] to believe, with their great inform- 
ation upon all these subjects, that everybody 
ought to be well informed and therefore nobody 
needs any more information. 

Now, if I have been successful in calling the 
attention of this Committee of the Whole to 
the fact that if there is a wrong here, it will be 


I cannot; I have but a 


seen that it exists in ordering these explora- 


tions, in ordering these surveys, in attempting 
to show the people of the United States and 
of the world what a vast country we have, and 
what treasures there are above the surface and 
below the surface. Even if Mr. King did not 
go below the surface to find out those things, 
if it is an object to bring them to the knowl- 
edge of the people, then it is worth while that 
in some way that information should be pub- 
lished. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DAWES. I do not understand that an 
objection to this enormous outlay in this form 
is an objection to the pursuit of the work of 
exploration, for nobody objects to that. Those 
who complain of this do not object to these 
explorations, or to any proper appropriation of 
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money for so worthy an object. The desire ; 
that these explorations may be more ie 
sive and the results may be more generajj, 
disseminated throughout the country, gang 
therefore, objection is made to this form ,> 


_ bringing the knowledge to the notice of th, 





|| people. 











| pride or vanily may suggest. 


Instead of printing a hundred or fy, 
hundred volumes of such a work as this, and 
in such a manner as this, at a cost of $100,009 
so that they can be deposited in a few librari.. 
for preservation, to be looked at by the fey 
let them be published as the reports of Hay. 
den, Taylor, Raymond, and Ross Browne ay. 
published, so that with that amount of money 
one hundred thousand copies may be distri). 
uted throughout the whole country; and let the 
reports be made to Congress rather than tog 
Department that can, unknown to Congress, 
order any draft upon the Treasury that cither 
} have always 
found that the trouble is that gentlemen gre 
not satisfied with the way it is proposed to 


, economize; some other way is better thay 


that which is suggested by a committee of the 
House, because it happens to strike some one’s 
triends. 

Now I will suggest to my friend from Michi. 
gan [Mr. Concer] that a!lthe good which he 
desires to derive from such an exploration 
as that of Clarence King can be disseminated 
throughout this country so that everybody may 
know what it is, rather than that three hup- 


| dred members of Congress may pack up in 


their tranks at the close of the session an ele 

gant work like this, and that there may be left 
six or seven hundred copies more to be dis. 
posed of in the War Department, or anywhere 
else. The gentleman mistakes the end and 
the purpose, the use and the profit, of all 
these works. I submit that I appreciate is 
fully as the gentleman from Michigan the 
importance of these explorations. ‘lhe work 
of Ciarence King is a valuable, a wonderful 
work; so is that of Dr. Hayden; so is that 
of the gentleman who is now exploring the 
canons of the Colorado river. It is in order 
that we may multiply and prolong and extend 
such explorations that we desire to avoid this 
useless expenditure of money. If the money 
that is wasted in this way could be devoted to 
works like these, illustrating the development 
and growth of the country, and to the promul- 
gation of the results of such works, it would 
be a great advantage to the country. 

Why should the Departments have power 
thus to draw upon the Treasury at will? 
Why should they, rather than Congress, have 
the ability to charge upon the Treasury any 
amount that they please to spend upon print- 
ing of this kind? We are compelled in our 
expenditures for printing to proceed in accord 
ance with law. The Depariments, as the law 
now stands, can employ the Government Print- 
ing Office three fourths of the year; I do not 
know but they can employ it four fourths of 
the year, and we have no control over them in 
this respect. It is absolutely necessary that 
some check should be put upon expenditures 
of this kind. I do not know what mode is 
best. In the last Congress I tried my hand a 
little at this work, and I found that some gen- 
tlemen of the House were not satisfied with 
the way in which the Committee on Appro- 
priations were trying to curtail these expendi- 
tures. When an appropriation of $100,000 
to continue the work of Clarence King was 
proposed no member of the Committee on 
Appropriations objected to such an expend 
iture, because we all recognized that an ample 
return would be realized in the development 
and knowledge which would result to the peo- 
ple of the country. But to spend another 
$100,000 in this sort of printing is absolutely 
throwing it away. I would rather see Clar 
ence King and Dr. Hayden and Captain 
Powell, and other men of that class, take th's 
$100,000 and expend it in further explora- 
tions ; and then let us print their works in fair, 
honest, plain type, as we do other public docu- 
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ments of which Congress has the control. But 


orely it is not right that the Departments | 
should have the power to order the printing | 


of these holiday books for distribution among | 


their friends and among members of Congress, 


so that each member may go home carrying an | 


elegant book of this kind. hs 

Mr. CONGER. In pursuance of what I 
have already said, I will ask the gentleman 
from Massachusetts one question: if, as he 
<ays, the heads of Departments have had for 
years this privilege, why is it not better that 
the subject should receive the attention of a 





committee Who may arrange the manner and 
<tyle of this printing, rather than attempt to 
meet the evil by a provision tacked on to an 
propriation bill in this way? _ 

Mr. DAWES. One reason is that we can- 
pot enlist the valuable aid of our friend from 
Michigan in any such undertaking. 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman, unfortu- 
nately, has never sought our aid, thinking him- 
-elf, doubtless, able to go on alone. 

Mr. DAWES. Well, he now finds himself 
mistaken, and appeals to the gentleman from 
Michigan for assistance in bringing about that 
result. 

Mr. CONGER. I will give the gentleman 
a pledge to render him all the assistance he 
may desire. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BECK. I move to amend by adding 
the following as a new section: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That all proceeds 
of sales of old material, condemned stores, supplies, 
or other public property of any kind, shall hereafter 
be deposited and covered into the Treasury as mis- 
cellaneous receipts on account of proceeds of Gov- 
ernment property, and shali not be withdrawn or 
applied except in consequence of a subsequent ap- 
propriation made by law; and a detailed statement 
ofall such proceeds of sales shall be included in the 
appendix to the book of estimates; but this section 
shall not be held to repeal the existing authority of 
lawinrelation to marine bospitals, revenue-cutters, 
the clothing fund of the Navy, or the sale of com- 
missary stores to officers of the Army; and it shall 
be the duty of the Register of the Treasury to furnish 
to the proper accounting officers copies of all war- 
rants covering such proceeds where the same may 
be necessary in the settlement of accounts in their 
respective offices. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
objection to that amendment. 

he amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move that the 
bill be laid aside to be reported to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL, 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move that 
we now take up House bill No. 1071, making 
appropriations for the payment of invalid and 
other pensions of the United States for the 
year ending June 80, 1873. 

rhe motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I move, by 
unanimous consent, that the first reading of 
the bill for information be dispensed with. 

lhe motion was agreed to. 

The Clerk then proceeded to read the bill 
by paragraphs for amendments, as follows: 

That the following sums be, and the same are 


ap 


I have no 


hereby, appropriated out of any money in the Treas- 


ury not otherwise appropriated, for the payment of 
pensions for the year ending the 30th of June, 1873, 
hamely: 

For Army pensions to invalids, widows, and de- 
pendent relatives, revolutionary pensions, and pen- 
sions to soldiers of the war of 1812, and for furnish- 
ing artificial limbs or apparatus for resection, with 
transportation or commutation therefor; also for 
compensation to pension agents, and the expenses 


. . . . | 
of the several agencies, and for fees for preparing 


vouchers and administering oaths, as provided for 
by the acts of April 24, 1816, July 4, 1836, May 13, 
1846, February 20, 1847, February 2, 1848, July 21, 


1848, Jaly 29, . . 1858, 3, 1868, | 
y 1848, February 3) 1853, June 3, 1858, || 11, 1848, July 14 and 17, 1862, June 30, 1864, June 6 . 
and July 25, 1866, March 2, 1867, July 27, 1868, June || noes 45. 


July 14 and 17, 1862, June 13, 1864, June 6, and July 
25, 1866, July 27, 1868, June 17, and July 8 and ll, 
1870, and February 14, 1871, $30,000,000. 


Mr. MAYNARD. 


of the 
$30,000,000 is for the purpose of paying pen- 


sions which accrue under. the various acts 
designated, what provision in there for pay-. 
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ing pensions under the many special acts of 
Congress which are not referred to? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. We make appro- 
priations here under the general pension laws. 
Of course we never can tell how much will be 
needed, except under laws already passed. [ 
suppose the Pension Bureau estimates enough 
to cover the specialacts which may be passed. 

Mr. MAYNARD. The gentleman does not 
understand the point I make. 
persons receive peusions, and their names are 
placed on the pension-roll under special acts, 
which are not designated in this section. This 
only provides for the payment of pensions 
granted under and by virtue of the acts here 
designated. How is the Department to pay 
pensions provided for by special acts of Con- 
gress? 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I do notsuppose 


| there is any necessity in specifying any more 


than the general acts under which pensions 


| are granted. Other language in the bill covers 


these special acts of Congress. We have fol- 


| lowed the estimates from the Departments. 


The gentleman who had charge of this bill is 
| absent from the House to-day on account of 
| sickness. If the gentleman thinks other words 
| are necessary to cover these special acts, I have 
no objection to their being added to this bill. 

Mr. MAYNARD. | believe some language 
covering these special acts of Congress ought 
to be included in this bill. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
the gentleman from Ohio will,allow me to ask 
him one question. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER, ot Massachusetts, Why is it 


| diers, &c., under existing laws, or under laws 


priated?’’ If you happen to leave out an act 
of Congress in this enumeration, either by 
| mistake or through inadvertence, that whole 
| class of pensions will be thrown out. Why not 
say under existing laws? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. By specifying 
acts of Congress like those enumerated here, 
it helps Congress to find them when the sub- 
ject is up for consideration. The Committee 
on Appropriations have specified items as far 
as possible in all the appropriation bills. If 
| gentlemen think there ought to be an addi- 
tional clause, | do not object. 

Mr. MAYNARD. There ought to be such 
| a provision added to the bill. 





| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


We are only 
| doing what has been done before. This bill 
| is precisely the same as that which was passed 
last year. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I move, 


| ized by law.”’ 


tion to that. ‘The gentleman who had charge 


fully with the Commissioner of Pensions, and 


| sickness. 

rie 
The amendment was agreed to. 
| The Clerk read as follows: 

For Navy pensions to invalds, widows, and de- 
pendent relatives, and pensions to sailors of the 
, war of 1812, and for furnishing artificial limbs or 

apparatus for resection, with transportation or 
| commutation therefor, compensation to pension- 
agents, expenses of agencies, and fees for preparing 
vouchers and administering oaths, as provided by 
the aets of April 23, 1800, February 20, 1847, August 








Mr. Chairman, I rise || 
for the ere of inquiring of the chairman | 
ommittee on Appropriations, if this 


| 17, and July 8 and 11, 1870, $480,000, 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 


| paragraph : 


| gert, “and all other pensions provided by law.” 
| The amendment was agreed to. 


A great many || 


I hope | 


necessary to enumerate all these acis? Why | 
not appropriate for pensions due under exist- || 
ting laws, or under laws passed by Congress? | 
| Why not say ‘‘for pensions due to widows, sol- | 


passed by Congress, so much money is appro: | 


| after the words ‘‘seventy-one,”’ in line twenty- | 
| nine, to add, ‘‘and all other pensions author- | 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no objec- | 
of this bill went over all these items very care- || 


| 1 regret he is detained from the House by | 


I move 
the same amendment there as in the previous 


P } 
In line forty-five, after the word “seventy,” in- 
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| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Before the com- 


| mittee rises, | may remark in regard to this 
| bill that there is a reduction from the appro- 
| priations of last year by the sum of $3,070,000, 
i wish I could believe there will not be legis- 
_ lation to prevent a similar decrease next year. 
| Mr. MOORE. 1 would call the attention 
| of the gentleman to the fact that the appropri- 
|| ations last year were for five quarters instead 
| of four. 
| Mr. MAYNARD. LI beg to inquire of the 
| gentleman, whether these Navy pensions are 
to come out of the general funds of the Treas- 
ury, or whether they will be paid from the 
naval pension fund? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The Navy pen- 

sions come out of the naval pension fund. 

1 now move that the committee rise and 

report the two bills with amendments. 

Phe motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker 
| having resumed the chair, Mr, WHeELEeR re 
| ported that the Committee of the Whole onthe 
| state of the Union had, according to order, 

had under consideration the state of the Union 
|| generally, and particularly the bil! (H. R. No. 
|| 1060) making appropriations for the legisla 
|| tive, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
| Government for the year ending June 80, 1873, 
|| and for other purposes ; and also the bill (H. 
RK. No. 1071) making appropriations for the 
| payment of invalid and other pensions of the 
| United States for the year ending June 30, 
| 1873; and had directed him to report the said 
bills with sundry amendments. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The SPEAKER. The bill (H. R. No. 1060) 
making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending June 80, 1873, 
|| and for other purposes, having been reported 
| from the Committee of the Whole with sundry 
| amendments, the question is, will the House 
| concur in thoseamendments? The Chair will 
|| assume that the House concurs in those amend- 
|| ments, on which a separate vote is not asked. 
|| Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to ask the gen- 
1 tleman from Ohio [Mr. Garrre.p] if he will 
| 
| 
| 








; not consent that an amendment may be pro- 
| posed to cover an appropriation for printing 

the laws in newspapers, so that we may take 

|| the sense of the House on the question? 
|| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I do not think 
|| Iean yield to the gentleman’s request. He 
|| had the decision of the committee on the ques- 
|| tion. Iask a separate vote on concurring in 
|| the amendment reported by the committee 
|| striking out the second section. 

Mr. RANDALL. I should like to have that 
section read. 

The SPEAKER. The section which the 
Committee of the Whole recommend to be 
stricken out will be reported. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

| Sec. 2. That noclaim of any kind whatever against 

the United States shall be considered by the account- 

ing officers of the Treasury, nor paid by or on behalf 
of the Government, unless the same shall be filed 
within seven years from the time such cluim acerues, 
which said seven years shall begin as to contracts 
under seal from date, when the contract by its terms 
is or should be completed, and as to all other ¢claims 
|| from the date at which the service was rendered, the 
|| work done, or the supplies or materials furnished : 
|| Provided, That this seetion shall not be held to apply 
|| to the interest or principal of the public debt, nor 

'| to claims directed to be examined and settled by 
special act of Congress: And provided further, That 
| it shall take effect from and after the lstof January, 
1873, and its provisions shall apply to all claimsand 
vouchers presented after that date, 

The question was on concurring in the 
amendment of the comwittee striking out the 
section. and being put there were—ayes 89, 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I call for the 

yeas and nays. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 

_ do now adjourn, : 

The question being put on the motion te 
adjourn, there were—ayes 53, noes 61. 

So the House refused to adjourn, 


I move that the House 


on 
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The question recurred on ordering the yeas 
and nays on concurring in the amendment of 
the committee striking out the second section 
of the bill, and being put there were—ayes 12; 
not a sufficient number. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, asked for tellers 
on ordering the yeas and nays. 

On the question of ordering tellers there 
were—ayes twenty-two, not one fifth of a 
quorum. 


So tellers were refused, the yeas and nays 
were refused, and the House concurred in the || 


amendment of the committee striking out the 
section. 

No separate vote was demanded on any of 
the other amendments made by the committee, 
and they were concurred in. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read athird time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BLLL 
The SPEAKER. The bill (H. R. No.1071) 


making appropriations for the payment of 
invalid and other pensions of the United States 
for the year ending June 30, 1873, has also 
been reported by the Committee of the Whole, 
with two amendments, which the Clerk will 
read, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line twenty-nine, after the word “‘one,”’ insert 


“and all other pensions provided by law.” 
In line forty-five make the same amendment. 


The amendments were concurred in. 


The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CHILDREN OF J. KB. MARTIN. 


Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1212) 
for the relief of Thomas C. Martin, Emilia E. 
Martin, Jane G. Martin, and Leonor Martin, 
children of J. KE. Martin, deceased; which was 
read a first and second time, recommitted to 
the same committee, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was recommitted; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CHINAMEN IN CUBA. 


Mr. COX. Lask unanimous consent to offer 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to fur- 
nish this House, if not incompatible with the public 
interest, all information in possession of the State 
Department relative to the reindenture or reén- 
slavement of Chinamen in the island of Cuba, by 
decrees lately issued by Captain General Valmaseda, 
and what action if any has been taken by the Exec- 
utive to prevent the extension of human slavery 
contemplated by such decrees. 


Mr. WILLARD. I shallobject to that reso- 


lution unless it be referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 
Mr. COX. 
referred. 
The resolution was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 


SURVEY OF INDIAN RESERVATIONS. 


I have no objection to its being 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a letter from the Secretary 
of War, transmitting an estimate of appropria- 
tion for the survey of Indian reservations; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be printed. 





a eae ee eee ao 


GEORGE W. BALLOCH. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre 


tary of War, in relation to George W. Balloch, | 
_ late a disbursing agent of the Freedmen’s Bu- 
| reau; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CONGER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. By order of the House, 
the session of to-morrow will be devoted ex- 
clusively to debate as in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, no business 
whatever to be transacted, and the gentleman 


from Iowa, Mr. Patmer, will occupy the chair | 
| as Speaker pro tempore. 


The question was taken upon Mr. Concer’s 
motion, and it was agreed to: and the House 
(at three o’clock and twenty minutes p. m.) 
adjourned. 


PETITIONS ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
J.H. Demison & Co. and 23 others, ship-owners 
and masters, residents of New Bedford, Mas- 
sachusetts, praying the improvement of the 
harbor at New Castle, Delaware. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee: The peti- 
tion of Colonel Thomas H. Reese, of ‘l'en- 
nessee. 

By Mr. FARWELL: The petition of Chicago 
letter-carriers, for increase of salary. 

By Mr. FORKER: The petition of A. J. 
Drake, president of the board of New Jersey 
pilot commissioners, and others, citizens of 
Monmouth county, for the removal of obstruc- 
tions from the harbor of Keyport, New Jersey. 

By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: A petition 
for a pension to the minor child of Peter J. 
Blanchard. 

By Mr. GETZ: Three remonstrances, signed 
by 107 iron-workers in the Monocacy biast- 
furnace, Berks county, Pennsylvania, against 
any changes in the existing tariff laws abol- 
ishing or reducing the duties upon such man- 
ufaciures as are successfully produced in this 
country, and praying the repeal of all duties 
on tea, coffee, and such other necessaries 
of life as cannot be produced in the United 
States. 

By Mr. HAYS: The memorial of citizens of 
Sumter county, Alabama, praying the refund- 
ing of the tax on cotton. 

By Mr. HILL: The petition of Allen Rey- 
nolds & Co. and others, of Paterson, New 
Jersey, asking a uniform tax of sixteen cents 


per pound on all descriptions of manufactured | 


tobacco. 
Also, the petition of Joseph P. Cooper and 


others, of New Jersey and New York, asking | 


the repeal of the tax on savings institutions. 


By Mr. HOLMAN: The petition of Samuel | 


Miles, Allen T. Rose, Sarah Bolin, and 10 
others, pensioners of Indiana, praying that a 


bill be passed providing for the payment of | 


pensions by postmasters. 


By Mr. MAYNARD: Two petitions of the | 
workers in the copper mines and smelters of | 


Ducktown, Tennessee, protesting against the 
reduction of the tariff. 

By Mr. McCHENRY: The memorial of Wil- 
liam L. Berry, praying compensation for loss 
sustained by the burning of a distillery. 

By Mr. McNEELY: ‘lhe petition of E. H. 


Curtis and others, asking an increase of the 


tariff on imported cigars. 
By Mr. MERCUR: The 
Sherwood and 50 others, workers in the Na- 
tional Iron Company’s works and citizens of 
Danville, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against 
a reduction of duties upon such articles as are 


successfully produced in this country, and for | 
the repeal of all duties upon tea, coffee, and 


other articles of necessity or comfort that can- 
not be produced in the United States. 














netition of Eli 





eerie sneepeereenes: — ate 

By Mr. MOORE: The petition of Mart 
G. Rudolph, for a pension. : 

By Mr. ROGERS: Two remonstrances ap; 
petitions of Sable iron-workers and chines 
of Jay and Black Brook, sixteenth eonon. 
sional district of New York, againstany chans, 


ha 


y Change 


| in the tariff laws abating or abolishing 


duties upon such articles as are success{y\\, 
produced in this country. = 

Also, a petition for repeal of duties on tea 
coffee, and other necessaries of life, 

Also, the petition of Margaret Slater, 4, 
arrears of pension. 

By Mr. WALLACE: The memorial of y, 
Legislature of South Carolina, reques'ing the 
members from that State to support Mr. St 5 
NER’S civil rights bill. , 

By Mr. WILSON, of Ohio: The petition og 
Joseph Mauck and 9 others, citizens of Gallia 
county, Ohio, praying tariff reform, . 

By Mr. WINCHESTER: The petition of 
Burgman & Gray, asking additional compen: 
sation for carrying the mail. 

Also, the petition of the mayor and engiy. 
eer of the city of Louisville, asking the pay. 
ment of the claim of that city against the Uni. 
ted States for street improvements in front of 
the United States marine hospital. 


r 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SaturDay, January 27, 1872. 

The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier, D. D, 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Paver 
in the chair.) The House meets to-day as in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union for debate only, no business of any kind 
to be transacted. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 


A message from the Senate by Mr. Sympsoy, 
one of their clerks, informed the House that 
the Serate had passed the following concurrent 
resolution, in which he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Represent- 
atives concurring,) That each House of Congress 
shall be adjourned sine die by the Presiding Ofticer 
thereof on Wednesday, the 29th of May, 1872, at 
twelve o’clock m. 

POSTAL TELEGRAPH. 


Mr. BECK. Mr. Speaker, when the Forty: 
First Congress adjourned without taking action 
on the reports made by the select Committee 
on the Postal Telegraph, especially when afier 
months of careful consideration of the volum- 
inous evidence and elaborate arguments on all 
sides, neither the advocates of the one view 
nor the other presented by the bills attached to 
the several reports ventured to bring them up 
for consideration, and more especially when 
neither the President nor the Postmaster Gen- 
eral made any suggestions when this Congress 
met on the 4th of March last, indicating a 
desire to take governmental control of the 
telegraph, I thought the whole scheme was 
abandoned, and | had therefore dismissed the 
subject. I was a member of that select com- 
mittee, and as such opposed both the plans 
submitted and recommended in the majorits 
and minority reports. My understanding was 
that the distinguished gentleman from Massa- 
chusetis, [Mr. Dawes,] who was also a mem- 
ber of the committee, did not fully indorse 
either report, and while I did not think it neces 
sary to make a written report against both 
plans, I felt confident that by a full presenta: 
tion of our objections to each orally before the 
House from our respective stand-points, both 
could be defeated. 

I may be mistaken as to the views enter 
tained by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
as we had no conference on the subject. 
only state my impression of his position. | sup- 

ose that he wanted something done without 
ing fully satisfied as to what was best to 
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> Now, aftera delay of nearly a year, the 
00. se eubject is revived. On the 22d day of 
whole subject 18 revived. 1 22d day 
January, 1872, the Senator from Minnesota, 
Mr. Ramsey] laid before the Senate of the 
United States a report on this subject, the 
opening paragraphs of which are as follows: 

“The Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, to. 
whom was referred a bill to reduce the rates of 
correspondence by telegraph and to connect the tel- 
scraph with the postal service, report : 

“That the expediency of uniting the telegraph and 

ostal service has been carefully considered at dif- 
Pere nt times by the Post Office Department and by 
committees of Congress. : 

“The late Postmaster General Randall, in a letter 
to Congress. recommended such union, The present 
head of the Department considers it“ by far the most 
important subject now inviting consideration in con- 
nection With the transmissicn and interchange of 
intelligence,’ and that the utility of the postal tele- 
graph for both Government and people has been 
conclusively demonstrated. The President also rec- 
ommended the ‘favorable consideration of the plan 
for uniting the telegraph system of the United States 
with the postal system.’ At the last Congress this 
committee made a report, in which they said ‘they 
had duiy considered the expediency of connecting 
the telegraph with the postal service, and believe 
the time has come for their union.” In the same 
Congress a select committee of the House to whom 
the subject Was referred, submitted two reports, both 


urging the necessity of the union, but differing in | 


regard to the mode. 


“This unanimity of opinion among those who have || 
examined the subject and are qualified to form an || 
opinion Will not be surprising upon a careful consid- | 


eration of the question.”’ 
Each of the statements as to the weight 
which the recommendation of Postmaster Gen- 


eral Randall and the reports of the committees | 


of the Senate and House ought to have on the 
question as now presented are well calculated 
to mislead. 
recommendation was answered by a unani- 
mous report of the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads of the House of Rep- 


resentatives, in which both the Washburn bill | 


and the Hubbard bill, being the only schemes 
ever seriously urged were condemned. 


character of that report, No. 32, third session | 
of the Fortieth Congress, will be ascertained | 


from its opening sentence: 
“The Committee on the Post Office and PostRoads, 


to whom was referred a bill for the construction | 


of a Government telegraph, under the direction of 


the Post Office Department, between New York | 


and Washington, (H. R. No. 1083.) with an accom- 
panying paper presented to the House by Mr. E. B. 
Washburne, entitled ‘The union of the Telegraph 
and Postal System,’ (Mis. Doc. No. 129 ;) also a ‘let- 
ter from the Postmaster General, transmitting a 
report of G. G@. Hubbard, esq., of Boston, relative 
to the establishment of a cheap system of postal 
telegraph,’ with an accompanying bill to incor- 
porate the United States Postal Telegraph Com- 
pany, and to establish a postal telegraph system, 
(Ex. Doc. No. 35,) being a substitute for House bill 
No. 1415, also before the committee; also a bill for 
the construction of lines of telegraph between 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 
Washington, under the direction of the Post Office 
Department, (H. R. No. 1689,) being a substitute for 
House bill No. 1504, also before the committee, 
report: ‘ 

“That they have carefully examined and consid- 
ered the propositions contained in all the bills and 
papers thus submitted to them, and have given 
much time to the hearing of parties interested, for 
and against said measures, respectively; and, after 
very thorough consideration of and ample reflection 
upon the whole subject, they are of opinion that 
neither of said bills ought to receive the approba- 


tion of Congress.’’ : 


The report of the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Farnsworru, | which is able and elabor- 
ate, is entitled to careful consideration ; it 
settled the question against all the schemes 
in the Fortieth Congress, the recommendation 
of the Postmaster General notwithstanding — 
& circumstance the Senate committee do not 
now think it worth while to call attention to 
nor even to mention. 

It is true, as the Senate committee say, that 
they and the House select committee each re- 
ported a postal telegraph bill to their respect- 
ive Houses, but they forget to mention that 


the Hubbard bill recommended by them then || 


and now was ignored by a large majority of 
the House committee in its report, and is in 
direct antagonism to the recommendation of 
the present Postmaster General ; and the fur- 
ther fact is overlooked that neither of them 
ever ventured tr lay either proposition before 


| means of the great 


Postmaster General Randall’s | 


either House for consideration. 
there never was a majority of the select com- 
mittee of the House in favor of either scheme 
may not have been so well known to the Sen- 


ate committee, yet the fact is undoubtedly so. || of Belgium seventeen and a half cents in gold, 


All these facts make their assertion, that there 
was ‘‘unanimity of opinion among those who 
have examined the subject and are qualified to 
form an opinion,’’ of but little value. 

I see, too, that the distinguished gentleman 
who was chairman of the select committee of 
the last House (Hon. C. C. Washburn, now 


The fact that | 


Governor of Wisconsin) has recently had the | 


following resolution passed by the lower branch 
of the State Legislature : 


** Resolved by the Assembly, (the senate concur- 
ring.) That the Senators and Representatives in 
Congress assembled from the State of Wisconsin 
be respectfully requested to use their most efficient 
efforts to procure at an early day the passage of a 
law providing for a connection with and adding to 
the present post-office system a complete system 
of telegraph, so as to bring within the reach and 
mass of people this most desir- 
able means of communication.” 


This is in direct conflict with the report 
of the Senate committee. The President, I 
| presume, certainly the Postmaster General, 
opposes the Hubbard bill—I shall call it so 
for convenience—recommended by the Senate 


which the House committee favored. 
In addition to the action of the Senate com- 


committee, and approve the Washburn bills, | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| machinery of the telegraph has been brought in 


mittee the President, in his message to us on | 
the 4th of December, and the Postmaster Gen- | 


eral, in his report, have given the subject a 
prominence it never had betore; and assilence 


might induce the committee to which the whole | 


subject has now been referred to believe that 
all the members of the late select committee 
agreed either to the report of the majority, 
made by the chairman, Hon. C. C. Wash- 


by the gentleman from Lowa, [Mr. Patmer, ] 


| burn, or to the report of the minority, made | 


The || 


Belgium, which the Postmaster General holds 
up as a model, he knows, if he knows anything, 
that each message sent costs the Government 


the average distance of messages there being 
fifty miles, which proves that it is simply ab- 
surd, unless it is done with intent to deceive 
in order to obtain the power and patronage 
waich he knows so well how to abuse, for Mr. 


| Creswell to say that messages can be sent in 





this country, three thousand miles, for twenty 
cents. 


Again, he insists, almost demands, without 
any sort of modesty or doubt as to his own 
capacity, and when he is evidently ignorant of 
the cost, if he is not artfully concealing the 
facts that the system shall be put into imme- 
diate operation. 


‘*I therefore deprecate further delay as injurious 
to the public interests. The Post Office Department 
is now prepared to undertake the organization and 
management of the telegraph in connection with its 
other duties. Indeed, | believe that the Depart- 
ment itself can aid materially in raising the money 
needed for the purchase through post oflice savings 
banks, if Congress will authorize their establish- 
ment.” ’ ° ° . ° ° * . 

“Convinced of the wisdom of establishing the 


| postal telegraph and post office savings banks in this 


country, Learnestly recommend the passage by Con- 
gress of the laws necessary therefor. In my judg- 


| ment, those laws should provide as well for the abso- 


lute purchase of the lines and appurtenances of all 
telegraph companies now in operation as for the 


| exclusive right and authority of the Government, 


after the several purchases shall be coneluded, to 
conduct the business of transmitting telegraphic 
messages.” 

The whole meaning of all this is, that the 
Postmaster General, admiring the system of 


|| personal government prevelant in the Old 


World, anxious to emulate or imitate Mr. 
Scudamore, and have twenty-five thousand 
additional intelligent employés placed under 


|| his control, whose tenure of office shall be 


I propose, in advance of the action of the | 


committee, to give my reasons for opposing | 


| both schemes, as well as I| can, after such a 


the House may consider them in connection 


| lapse of time, hoping that the committee and | 
| 
| 


with the printed reports from that committee, 
now on file, in coming to a conclusion on this 
most important question. 

The Presideut says in his message : 


“The suggestions of the Postmaster General for 
improvements in the Department presided over by 
him are earnestly recommended to your special at- 
tention. Especially do I reeommend favorable con- 
sideration of the plan for uniting the telegraphic 
system of the United States with the postal system. 
| It is believed that by such a course the cost of tel- 


|| egraphing could be much reduced, and the service 


as well, if not better, rendered. It would secure 
the further advantage of extending the telegraph 
through portions of the country where private 
enterprise will not construct it. Commerce, trade, 
| and, above all, the efforts to bring a people widely 
| separated into a community of interest, are always 
| benefited by a intercommunication. Education, 
the groundwork of republican institutions, is en- 
couraged by increasing the facilities to gather 
speedy news from all parts of the country. The 
desire to reap the benefit of such improvements 
will stimulate education. I refer you to the report 
of the Postmaster General for full details of the 
operations of last year, and for comparative state- 
ments of results with former years.” 


The Postmaster General elaborates the sub- 
ject, making many incorrect statements as to 
the cost of the system in England, and conceal- 
ing the true state of facts as to Belgium and 
the other countries of continental Europe, as 
I will show hereafter. He asks, with an air 
of triumph: 

‘*Who that desires to convey or acquire any 
information would hesitate between. sending a 
telegram from New York to California in seven 
minutes for twenty cents, and sending a letter in 


9. 


seven days for three cents? 


And yet he knows, or if he does not, every 
intelligent man gn the country knows, that it 
| costs, and will always cost, more than a dollar 
| to pay the actual expenses of transmitting a 
telegraphic communication between New York 
and San Francisco. With all the economy 
that can be used, with the low rate of wages 
and with the perfection to which the operating 


dependent on their subserviency to him, with 
a grand banking system under his control 
beside, could make frequent displays of his 
financial ability and his usefulness to his 
friends such as he illustrated so beautifully in 
the ‘*Chorpenning case.’’ His anxiety to 
obtain all this power and patronage will read- 
ily account, to all who know him, for his 
anxiety, his misstatements, and his conceal- 
ment of facts. 

Perhaps the following paragraph, which ap- 
peared in the New York Tribune, in the latter 
part of December, will increase Mr. Creswell’s 
admiration for Mr. Scudamore and the English 
system, as one of his favorite exercises is the 
stopping of mail communications on any pre- 
text that he chooses to conjure up: 

** Postal Telegraphy in Practice—A_ Timely Ilus- 


tration.—London has just had a fresh illustration of 
the wisdom of putting the telegraphs under Govern 


|} mentcontrol. There wasaseriousstrike oftelegrraph 


operators at Manchester, and afull account of it was 
sent over the wires to The Daily News of London in 
time for the next morning’s paper. The post oflice 
authorities, however, chose to withhold the dispatch 


| on the plea that the exigency of the publie service 


would not allow them to aid in circulating intelli- 
gence which might not be accurate in all its details, 
That is the excuse. ‘The real reason, of course, wus 


| that the Government did not want the telegraph 


clerks throughout the kingdom to join the strikers. 
We are curious to know what the English people 
will bave to say about this extraordinary case of 
post office espionage, for on such matters John Bull 
is sensitive. If Mr. Scudamore can take the respon- 
sibility of stopping telegrams that he does not like, 
and dietating to London*newspapers what sort of 
intelligence they shall print, is there any good rea- 
son why Mr. Creswell should not be assailed by 
equally terrible temptations if the postal telegraph 
scheme should ever be adopted at Washington ? 
People laugh at the danger of a censorship over the 
telegraph ever growing up in this country. Well, 
when the same thing was predicted in England they 
laughed there too, and here is the British censorship 
already.” 


Waiving for the present comment on the 
statements, objects or motives of the Post- 
master General, it is obvious from his recom- 
mendations and the message of the President, 
who speaks of ‘‘the plan’’ as if it was already 
agreed on, that the bill presented by General 
Weihinass to the last Congress, and reported 





! 


ye 
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from the select committee, is substantially 
what the Postmaster General wants, and it is 
equally certuin that the bill known as the 
Hubbard bill will be urged as a substitute for 
it, as it was before by Mr. PaLMer, a member 
of the late select committee; that gentleman 
being a member of the Committee on Appro- 
priauons, which has the subject in charge, 
especially as the Senate committee approve that 
scheme. I shall therefore speak of these bills 
as though they were again under consideration 
and of the reports and evidence by which they 
were attempted to be sustained, as well as of 
the evidence against them. I gave to these 
bills very careful consideration, and earnestly 
endeavored to understand and weigh the ques- 
tions presented, 

I listened to all the arguments and read all 
the views laid before the committee as to the 
operation of the telegraph in this and other 
countries, and I have been wholly unable to 
sanction or indorse any of the propositions 
looking to governmental interference or con- 
trol over the present telegraph system. I do 
not contend, because I do not believe, that 
under the present system of telegraphy the 
mass of the people obtain either the prompt 
est or cheapest telegraphic communications 
which can possibly be obtained by any system ; 
indeed, I think it likely that the Government 
could by sufficient general taxation cheapen 
the rates and obviate some of the delays which 
the mass of the people who use the telegraph 
are now subjected to by taking the whole busi- 
ness under its control, and by the passage of 
such laws for its regulation as would deprive 
special interests of the privileges they now 
enjoy, and by providing for the punishment 
of the officials who are derelict in their duties 
by prompt and adequate penalties. No doubt 
laws could be formed based on past experience, 
if the system is changed and the Government 
takes control of it, which cannot now be made 
applicable to the existing management. 

But | see other and more serious difficulties 
and dangers looming up than the mere saving 
of afew centsora few minutes to those who use 
the telegraph in the vast additional armics 
of Government officials we will be compelled 
to add to the already almost fabulous host now 
supported by the sweat of the toiling masses. 
lt gentlemen will turn to the official register 
of officers and agents in the service of the 
United States, which was laid on their tables 
last spring, they will find a list of over sixty 
thousand persons, other than soldiers a 
sailors, who draw their pay directly from the 
‘Tre asury of the United States. I hold the 
book in my hand, and find itcontains nine hun- 
dred and seventeen pages. Many of them con- 
taindoublecolumns. A full single column page 
contains seventy-nine names. Most of its pages 
are full, but take sixty-five as the average, and 
it makes, as I said above, sixty thousand 
oflicials who draw their pay directly from the 
‘Treasury of the United States. This does not 
embrace deputy and assistant postmasters, 
clerks, &c., who are paid by their principals. 
‘These added would swell the list many thou- 
sands. From the best information I can ob 
tain (and I have taken pains to inquire care- 
fully) lam satisfied it would require not less 
than twenty-five thousand additional Govern- 
ment officials to manage and control the tele- 
graph system of the United States now under 
the bill of General Washburn, and the num- 
ber would increase every year. 

The Western Union and other telegraph com- 
panies have at this time over ten thousand em- 
ployés. It requires at least two employés to 
each office, and the number of offices are under 
the present system kept down by the employ- 
ment of the railroad officials as operators, as 
most of our principal lines of telegraph run 
along the great railroad lines of the country. 
Allthese facilities and means of reducing both 
the expense and number of employés would be 


to be conducted exclusively under Government 
control by Government officials, There are 
now about thirty thousand post offices in the 
United States. Ifa telegraph office were opened 
at each one of these, it would require sixty thou- 
sand employés on the above basis. If only one 
third of the post offices were supplied with 


telegraphic facilities, then twenty thousand || 


employés might do the business; but in this 
case is it reasonable to suppose that the other 
two thirds would be satisfied without them? 
Only about sixty post offices in the United 
States deliver letters by carriers free, while 
every telegraph office must promptly deliver 
every message when received. Io provide 
messengers for all the offices would therefore 
require a large number of employés. The 
foregoing estimate is made on the supposition 
that about the present amount of business now 
done at each office should be continued. Of 
course, if the number of messages should be 
increased in proportion to the proposed reduc- 
tion in the rates, and if they are not, the system 
would bankrupt even the Government, the 
numbers of employés required would be largely 
in excess of the number above given, while in 
cities like New York, Philadelphia, Cincin- 
nati, Chicago, and many others, instead of two 
employés, from twenty to fifty would be needed 
at each telegraph office, making a frightful 


| army of officials to be used and controlled for 


corrupt political purposes, as recent experience 
furnishes but too striking proof. 
The percentage taxed upon their salaries 


| would no doubt make a handsome fund for 


_ election purposes. 


Section five of the bill of 
General Washburn provides: 


“That the Postmaster General shall, as soon as 
practicable, establish a telegraph office at every post 
office within the United States, the gross receipts of 
which for postage are not less than $100 perannum;” 
oe ery “and may establish such branch 
offices in cities as the convenience of business may 
require.”’ 

In answer to my inquiry on that subject, the 
Virst Assistant Postmaster General wrote to 
me on the 18th of January, 1871, as follows: 


“In reply, &c., I have to inform you that on the 
Ist day of September, 1870, there were 11,765 offices 
at which the receipts for postage amounted to $100 
a year and upward.” 


There will certainly be 12,500 before the act 


takes effect, if there are not that many now, or | 


they willso report to get a telegraph station. 
That number alone would require twenty- 
five thousand employés, without counting the 
large number required in cities like New York, 
Philadelphia, &c. ; and how many new lines 
will have to be built to reach all such offices, 
no man can tell. That of itself would deter 
me from supporting either of the prc positions 
likely to be submitted. But when | take a 
broader and more comprehensive view I see 
that this is another and an immense stride 
in the already alarmingly rapid march toward 
the consolidation and centralization of all 
power and authority in the Federal Govern- 
ment over the affairs of the people, which 
1 know will subvert and overthrow their lib- 
erties whenever it is carried much further 
by those who administer it than it has now 
progressed, I feel compelled to oppose it by 
every means in my power. Independent, 
however, of these considerations, and admit- 
ting for the time being that all my appre- 
hensions are groundless, conceding, if you 
please, the unquestionable power and authority 
of the Government to take possession of and 
control all telegraphic communications without 
any danger to our institutions, I contend that 
it is impolitic and would be improper to do so. 

A system that works well on the continent of 
Europe under their forms of government would 
almost necessarily work badly here. There 
the Government is everything, the people are 
nothing. All power is in the ruling monarch 
by whatever name he is known; the people are 
not only in the habit of obeying the orders of 
their superiors, but are trained to look up to 


lost under the Government system, which has |) their rulers for aid and protection in all things. 
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Their railroads, their telegraphs, their hjgp, 
ways, their stage-coaches, are all built. eg 
tained, run, and managed by the Governmey; 


|| which is in most cases a purely personal oye 


or if not avowedly so, is at least so practically 
The maxim ‘‘ that the king can do no wrong" 


is maintained, and the enforcement and maip. 


tenance of kingly power and authority oye, 
all the concerns of the subject is found to be 
one of the most effective modes of maintain. 
ing personal supremacy. 

With us the reverse is the fact, in theory g: 
least, and until very lately has been the fact j, 
All agree that this is a Governmen; 
of the people, for the people, and by the peo. 
ple; that those who are from time to time 
selected to administer it are simply agents, wit) 
certain powers and duties limited and define) 
by the Constitution, and the laws made in pur: 
suance thereof, and that all powers not g» 
granted are reserved to the States and the 
people. It has been in times past, under Dem 
ocratic rule, and ought alwaysto be the policy 
of legislators under our system, not only not 
to usurp doubtful powers, but whenever and 
wherever the States or the people can safely 
and without material injury to the Govern. 
ment manage any branch of business, to allow 
them so to manage and contro! it, even though 
the right todo so by the Government may exisi, 

With us Government builds no railroads, nig 
turnpikes, no stage-coaches; it uses for its 
purposes the machinery which private enter- 
prise provides, and stimulates, develops, and 
encourages that spirit of emulation and self- 
reliance which marks and makes the freeman 
the world over. It may happen that great 
public interests are so widely extended and 
so universal in their application that it would 
be impossible to regulate them otherwise than 
through Government agency. I think it likely 
the carrying of the mails comes under that 
head ; but even there, where, in addition to all 
social and business considerations, the art of 
writing, which forms a part even of the plainest 


| education, is fostered and encouraged, private 


enterprise and competition are relied on to sup- 
ply all the means of transportation. Govyern- 
ment officials only control and direct its deliv 

ery, designating the places, terms, and condi- 
tions of the transfer. In that character of cor- 
respondence every human being, over five 
years of age, of our forty million people, is 
more or less interested either mediately or 
Not so with the telegraph; it 
does not in the remotest degree tend to develop 
the intellect of the people. It is used now 
by less than two hundred and fifty thousand, 
or the one hundred and sixtieth part of the 
whole population; it is used by a class of peo- 
ple who in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred 
use it for the purpose of money-making or 
speculation of some sort ; and strange to say, 
while all this effort is being made to overthrow 
the present system, none of those who use it 
most have complained of its management, or 
are seeking any change in the present system. 
I inquired often of gentlemen on the select 
committee, and of those who were from time 
to time before us representing different views 
and interests, and I was assured that no board 
of trade, no chamber of commerce, no body 
of commercial men, no considerable portion 
even of the press, had ever complained either 
of the charges, the delays, the mistakes, or the 
preferences which are now paraded as potent 
reasons for taking it under governmental con- 
trol. Qur committee was organized nearly a 
year, and I am not aware that a single peti 
tion was ever laid before us, or a single re- 
quest made by any citizen who patronizes the 
telegraph, asking for a change in the existing 
system. Qur people are not generally back- 


ward in making their grievances known, and if 
any serious mismanagement existed, or if any 
grievous extortion or favoritism was practiced or 
resorted to, we would certainly have heard of it. 

I know itis said, and I have been told by those 
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who desire a change, that the press and the | 
commercial world are all afraid to complain ; 
they are at the mercy of the mammoth 
corporation known as the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. If that is so, it only 
shows what & terribly dangerous engine it is 
to put into the hands and under the control 
of any party or political organization. But 
‘hat is not the reason. The telegraph compa 
nies have generally done their work promptly 
anil well: it is their interest to do so; their 
dividends and the value of their stocks depend 
ypon it; and it needs no argument to prove that 
private individuals watch their own interests, 
and do all that is necessary to secure public 


that 


confidence and patronage, more closely and | 


more earnestly than any mere Government 
agents door can. While there are doubtless 
wrongs, delays, preferences, and, if you please, 
in some instances extortions, these things do 
not exist to any greater extent than they doin 
the management of the railroad and express 
companies all over the country, and the same 
reasons could be urged with at least equal if 
not greater force to show that the Government 
ought to take possession of all the railroad 
lines and all the express company business, 
under the power to regulate commerce between 
the States, as are now urged to induce Con- 
gress to take possession of the telegraph lines, 
under the power to establish post offices and 
post roads. if this scheme is successful, that 
will soon follow ; indeed, it isa pet measure of 
leading Radicals on this floor now. 

| am referring in these remarks more espe- 
cially to the plan proposed in the bill of 
General Washburn, late chairman of the select 
committee, and those who agree with hin, for | 
I confess | have never been able to see any 
advantage to be derived from the adoption 
of the plan proposed by Mr. Hubbard and 
advocated by Mr. PaLMer and others, as well 
as by the Senate committee, over the present 
system, while it is liable to nearly all the ob- 
jections which can be urged against the bill 
of General Washburn. Mr. Hubbard was 
heard long and often by the committee, and 
while he impressed me as a man of great can- 
dor, ability, and fairness, and as one thoroughly 
acquainted with all the facts bearing upon 
telegraphy here and in foreign countries, he 
utterly failed to convince me that there was 
any real merit in his plan. Indeed, he satis- 
fied me that the great object and purpose of 
his scheme was to save a few weak and failing 
companies, which are now losing money by 
keeping up an unequal contest with the West- 
ern Union Company, by giving them a monop- 
oly which will either enable them to make a 
large amount of money out of the people on 
their now worthless lines or force the Govern- 
ment to buy at such prices as they may succeed 
in getting appraisers to fix on their telegraph 
lines, which, unless something is done, they | 
will, as he thinks, be obliged to discontinue or 
sell to the Western Union Company at what- 
ever price that company may see fit to give 
them. I prefer to verify my statement by 
his, If gentlemen will take the trouble to look 
at page 91 of the report of the chairman of 
the committee, they will find that Mr. Hub- 
bard appeared before the committee and said: 

“The chairman asked me yesterday, why it was 
hecessary to incorporate a new company; why the 
Western Union Company should not come in and act 
themselves under the bill? I will say, in regard to 
that, that I made a similar proposition myself to the 

estern Union Company, and they declined it.” 

He then read his correspondence with Mr. 
Orton, the president of that company, who 
declined making application to Congress for 
the monopoly Mr. Hubbard now asks for, and 
then he added: 

_ Another suggestion in regard to that is this: 

here are various proposition companies at pres- 
ent In existence in the eountry, which have rights 
as wellasthe Western Union Telegranh Company, 
and which must be considered. ‘These leading 


Opposition companies are represented among the 
corporators of this bill. Mr. Woodbury Davis, 


“of Maine, represents the International Telegraph | : 
Company ef Maine, in which the brother of the || what assurances this company ¢ 





|} €xpenses, 


| saved. 
|| the money they have expended; and they will ask 
| if it is just for the Government, after they have 
| borne the burden and heat of the day, to take their 
property at the actual cost, and deprive them of the 


| graph Company. ; ( f 
| ‘it is areceptacle for failed and insolvent telegraph 
| companies. ’ 


| not been seriously felt. 
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General (Washburn) is one of the directors. Mr. 
Sweet and Mr. Hammond represent the Atlantie 
and Pacific Telegraph Company, which is also one 
of the large opposition companies. Mr. Mason, of 
New York, whose name is to be inserted in the bill, 
is a representative of the Franklin Telegraph Com- 
pany. The other principal telegraph company, 
the Pacific and Atlantic, are not represented, 
although they have atdifferent times asserted to me 
and approved of the provisions of the bill. It was 
thought by these opposition companies that it was 
beter, and that they would preter to unite under 
a new and independent corporation than under the 
wing of the Western Union Telegraph Company.” 


I necessarily infer from this that Mr. Hub- 


| bard is the representative and his bill the plan 


of escape from ruin of opposition companies. 
It was shown by Mr. Hubbard and Mr. Orton, 
and inthe report of Mr. Paumer, that all or 
nearly all of these companies were insolvent 


or were rapidly becoming so; that they were | 
|| in process of absorption by the Western Union 
| Telegraph Company, which has attained its 


present proportions and power by breaking 
down and swallowing up one weak company 
after another, as fast as it could destroy their 
business and make their lines of no value. 
When that is clearly understood—and it was 
shown to be true beyond all question—gentle- 
men will readily comprehend that Mr. Hub- 
bard’s scheme is only a desperate effort to 
save these struggling, dying, insolvent com- 
panies from the tate of all the others, and sub- 
sidize the people of the country not only to 
save his friends from ruin, but to make their 
now worthless stock not only pay them ten 
per cent. on its cost, but force the Govern- 


ment to buy the lines at rates greatly exceed- | 


ing what they paid for them when money was 
not worth sixty per cent. of what itis now. I 
questioned Mr. Hubbardon that subject. I read 
the questions and his answer. (See report, 
page 155:;) 


**Mr. Beck. Recekins of how we ought to pay 


for the lines if Mr, Washburn’s plan is adopted, 
and remembering that the Western Union Company 
is making money, and the others losing money, 
ought the Government to pay anything more than 
the actual value of the lines, or the actual cost of 
reproducing them in the condition they are now; or 
should it also pay something forthe franchises and 
the capacity they bave to make money? If we 
should pay the Western Union Company a price 
greater than the actual value of the material used 


| by them, because of the franchises being valuable, 


upon what terms ought we to pay the losing com- 
panies for their property ? 

“Mr. Hupsarp. Look at the position of these 
opposition companies. The Franklin Company runs 
from here to Boston, and is losing money. The 
Atlantic and Pacific Company runs trom New York 
to Chicago, with a line opened within a few days 
through to the Pacific ocean. Another line, the 
Pacific and Atlantic, runs from New York to Balti- 
more, Pittsburg, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Nashville, 
and Memphis, just about, I suppose, paying its 
Most of the stockholders in these com- 
panies have invested in these corporations, first, and 


| mainly, to reduce rates, and in that way get an 


indirect benefit; second, in the expectation that by 
and by the business will increase and be profitable, 


| Combinations have been proposed to consolidate 
| these companies into one large, strong, opposition 


company. If this is done, nearly three quarters of 
all the office as well as other expenses will be 
They are beginning to realize a benefit from 


benefit they were about to reap. If they hold them 


| a year or two longer they might make good returns. 


I do not think it would be just for the Government 
to pay simply the cost of any lines, without estimat- 
ing the value of the franchise.” 


Mr. PauMgr, in his report, says: 


‘*Nearly one hundred different companies have 
been organized, mostly as competing lines, but have 
soon failed, and their property has contributed to 
strengthen and consolidate the Western Union Tele- 
In the words of one of its officers, 


None of its competitors are believed 
to be over five years old, and ‘although they com- 
pete where success could be obtained, if anywhere, 
they are operated at a loss,’ while the business ‘is 


| every day passing more and_ more completely into 
the hands of the Western Union Telegraph Com- 


pany, and it will speedily control the whole of it.’ 
The opposition companies * never have paid and 
never can pay the expenses of operating them, and 
‘their effect upon the business of this company has 


oo” 


Mr. Hubbard was further questioned by the 
chairman of the committee and myself as to 





| business of the country. 
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Government that they would comply with the 
terms proposed in their bill, and he could give 
none. The report of the chairman (pages 
50-52) sets that matter forth so fully I preter 
to read it: 


“Tf it should prove, as Mr. Hubbard has shown 
would be the fact, that his company would lose 
money, what would be the effect? We prefer to let 
him state in his own words, (page 152:) 

“Mr. Beck. You fix rates that you say will pay; 


| but the Government has to come to whatever rate 


your company will ultimately say is necessary ; and 


| what surety has the Government that it will not 


have to do it? 

“Mr. Husparp. Well, sir, as [ say, I will admit 
that if thirty-seven and a half cents will not pay, I 
have no doubt that the Government would come in 


| and take the lines, as they have aright todo, at an 


appraised valae, and that a very low one. 

“Mr. Beck. Then you fall back on the plan of 
Mr. Washburn? 

“Mr. Hupparp. Yes, sir; for I must say in all 
honesty that I do not believe that when the people 
have once tasted a low telegraph they would ever 
consent to have it raised, no matter what the cost to 
the Government might be. 

**Mr. Wasupurn. No more than they would con- 
sent to raising the rates of postage. 

“Mr. Huspparp. Not half somuch. When once 
they have a telegraph at these reduced rates, they 
will never give it up. 

“Mr. Beck. It would operate, then, in this way; 
that if the rate was fixed at thirty-seven and a half 
cents, and the people would not consent to have it 
raised, then the people of the country that did not 
use the telegraph would have to be taxed the differ- 
ence between the amount fixed and the amount 
required to pay the expenses in order to keep it 
cheaper? 

**Mr. Hussarp. I have no doubt that that would 
be ae case, but 1 do not think such a contingency 
poss} ec, 

‘Mr. WasuBurn. It comes to this: if you lost 
money at your rates, you would throw it up and 
compel the Government to take it off your hands. 

‘Mr. Hupsarp. No, sir; not exactly. I say if we 
lose money there are two remedies: Congress may 
allow us to put up the rates, (which he has just said 
the people would never submit to,) and make them 
self-supporting, or, under the provisions of the bill 
purchase the lines at an appraised value, and get 
en cheaper than they can get them under your 

ian. 

ms Mr. Wasuepurn. Ifyou are losing money you will 
not run the institution a great length of time; and 
if you are making money, and get more than it costs, 
you would keep it and go on with it? 

* Mr. Hupparp. Yes, sir: certainly. 

‘Mr. Wasnhpeurn. That would be rathera one- 
sided operation; if it pays, yourun it; if it don’t pay, 
you throw it up. 

‘Mr. Husparp. Yes, sir, and lose our entire invest 
ment, thirty or forty million dollars, 

‘As the committee do not understand that Mr. 
Hubbard, in case of the failure of his plan, proposes 


| to give up his lines to the United States without 


consideration, the last above remark of his about 
losing his entire investment does not seem to be 
applicable. 

“The proposition of Mr. Hubbard, reduced to 
plain English, is this: ‘Help me to establish lines 
of telegraph that I may transmit dispatches at re- 
duced but not cheap rates. The help derived from 
the Government will give me a monopoly of the 
If by having that monop- 
oly Lean make money equal to earning dividends 
of ten per cent. on a capital stock based on wires 
put into the company at $250 per mile, being more 
than double the cost, I have got a big thing, which, 
under my bill, the Government has no right to pur- 
chase or take from me under five years, and then 
only by paying cost, ($250 per mile of wire,) and ton 
per cent. interest after deducting dividends, or by 
paying its appraised value;’ and as he says thatthe 
true criterion for an appraisement would be the 
value of the property as a means of earning money, 
the value on this basis, if his schemeshould prove a 
suceess, would be almost fabulous. 

** But suppose it should provea failure. Mr. Hub- 
bard’s company will have in their control all the 
lines of the country. The people, he says, once 
having had a taste of cheap telegrapby, would never 
consent to areturn to old rates, The business of the 
country is dependent on the use of the telegraph, 
and its suspension for a single day would bring loss 
and disaster greater than the entire value of the 
telegraph lines. Mr. Hubbard says to the Govern- 
ment, ‘Iam working at a loss, and can stand it no 
longer. It is unjust to ask an enterprising and 
patriotic citizen to longer sacrifice himself and 
friends to benefit the public. The Government must 
buy me out and pay me my price, or on such a day | 
shall close my offices, discharge my operators, an: 
stop expenses and other losses, and will forfeit the 
bond of $100,000 which I have given to perform the 
requirements of my telegraph bill.’ It is clear, then, 
that the Government and people would be left 
entirely at the mercy of this company, and the 
final result is, ‘Heads I win, tuils you lose.’”’ 


I will not occupy the time of the House with 
further discussion of this so-called Hubbard 


| bill, notwithstanding its respectable indorse- 
| ment. Ifany change has to be made in the pres- 
ould give the || ent system, let it be made fairly and boldly, as 
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the bill of General Washburn proposes, and 
as the Postmaster General recommends. Con- 
gress ought not to grant such a monopoly as 18 
asked by the Hubbard bill to any set of men, 
especially toa set of men who are merely seek- 
ing to get clear of worthless property at exorbi 
tant rates, and who do not even profess to be 
able to furnish any sort of guarantee that they 
will perform any of the stipulations they con- 
tract to fulfill. The passage of such a bill wouid | 
be simply an outrage on every tax-payer in the 
land, which, under our present system of tariff 
taxation, means every man, woman, and child, 


white and black, in the country. 1} a ; 
a || greater than the market value of its stock.” 


The presentation of the Hubbard bill, as it | 
was called in committee, and is in fact, he 
being the leading and managing corporator in 
it and advocate of it, had this good effect, 
however: its antagonism with the bill of Gen- 
eral Washburnn brought out more sharply than 
would have otherwise been done the mischiefs 
which will attend the adoption of that scheme. 
Among other things Mr. Hubbard said, (and I 
agree with him,) at page 155 of the report: 


I believe, gentlemen, that a careful examination 
of the subject will show you thata governmental | 
system, with a uniform rate of twenty-five cents for 
each telegram, must involve the Government in an 
expenditure of fifty orsixty million dollars, with an 
annual loss of six or seven million dollars.”’ 

If twenty cents is to be the rate between New 
Y ork and San Francisco.as the Postmaster Gen- 
eral suggests, it will take many millions more. 
Again, Mr. Hubbard says in his printed cir- 
cular; | 





The Government system introduces an entirely 
new feature into the postal service—the purchase, 
construction, maintenance, and operation of instru- 
mentalities for the transmission of correspondence. 
It rv quires an appropriation of trom thirty to sev- 
enty millions dollars forthe purchase of the lines 
of telegraph; the smaller sum being their market 
value, and the larger their nominal cost. It requires 
an appropriation of from five to ten million dollars 
for reconstruction and extension of existing lines to 
enable them to perform the increased business which 
will result from the reduction in rates, and an annual 
appropriation of trom two to three million dollars 
for the construction of new, and extension of old 
lines. ”’ * * * * * * * * 

‘The Government bill fixes twenty cents as the 
uniform rate for messages, whether they are trans- | 
mitted one hundredor three thousand miles—a less 
rate for the service rendered than is charged by any | 
country. cannot be performed at this rate, and 
theretore imposes an annual tax of fromtwo tothree | 
million dollars upon the many for the benefit of the | 
few.”’ ‘ * * * + * 7 * * 

“The Government system enlarges the powers of 
the General Government, and confers upon the Post 
Office Department, for the construction of lines of 
telegraph, the right of eminent domain in every | 
State—a power hitherto unused, of which many | 
doubt the constitutionality, and more the expedi- 
ency of exercising. Itgivesthe Post Office a monop- 


oly of the business, by prohibiting all persons from 
transmiting inessages by telegraph for hire.”’ | 


2 ' . * * * * * | 

** Under the Government system, telegrams can be | 
transmitted only from postal telegraph offices, and 
received only at such offices, at special offices of 
deposit, and atpillarletter-boxes, Itthereforestops | 
the instruments now transmitting messages from 
every exchange, stock-board, cattle-yard, hotel, and 
branch office in the country, and greatly reduces 
existing facilities. lt was just this reduction of 
facilities, change in the method of doing business, 
and introduction of official routine, that has pro- 
duced neariy all the difficulties experienced in Eng- 
land since the transter of the telegraph to the Post 
Otlice Department.”’ 


He appt nds the following table: 


Names and capital of some telegraph companies in the 
United Niates. 


Western Union Telegraph Company, capital and 


debt... nah agr phan tae ace $45,000,000 || 


Atlantic and Pacitic Telegraph Company, 





eapital - len tenta .- 10,000,000 
Pacific and Atlantic Telegraph Company, 

eapital een eee 5,000,000 
International Telegraph Company, cap- 

EE icine 3 icealinn aeahintniiibiadh tect 300,000 
Franklin Telegraph Company, capital...... 1,150,000 
Bankers’ and Brokers’ Telegraph Com- 

pany, capital a ae Saal 750,000 
Illinois and Mississippi Telegraph Com- 

pany, capital. adnan ccna bec 2,000,000 
Northwestern Telegraph Company, capi- 

GAR abekeones aaah nameibaies lad aia 5,000,000 
Great Western Telegraph Company, capi- 

aii kitin al Mi catiliacis iiaeinciniivtsinriiies CE lian tetany 5,000,000 
Various other companies, capital.............. 1,000,000 

$75,000,000 


Mr. Patmesr, for the minority of the com- |/ 





| existing lines at an appraised value, The 











mittee, in his report in favor of the Hubbard 
bill, and against that of the chairman, General 
Washburn, said, (I quote from his report: ) 
**The Government plan proposed to purchase the 
British 
Government have recently purchased the lines in 
Great Britain, and paid for them a sum equal to 


| twenty times the net profit for the year ending June 


30, 1808. If the same rule was adopted in this coun- 
try the value of the lines of the Western Union Com- 


| pany would be $56,236,287. The other lines are much 


less than those of the Western Union; they are 
probably earning little or nothing, but they have a 
value as part of an entire system. In Great Britain 
companies that bad never earned their expenses 
received large sums for their lines. The United 
Kingdom Company received a sum four or five times 


[ presume nobody expects that we will be 
able to make a better bargain for our Govern- 
ment than the British officials made for theirs, 
and everybody will understand what Mr. Hub- 


| bard meant and expected when he said, while 


speaking of what the Governinent ought to 
pay for the lines of these insolvent companies: 

‘*T do not think it would be just for the Govern- 
ment to pay simply the cost of any lines without 
estimating the value of the franchise.” 

He clearly expects, not without reason, that 
this Government would do at least as well by 
the Franklin and other insolvent companies as 
Great Britain did by the United Kingdom Com- 
pany, so that he did not overestimate when 
he said the lines would cost the Government 
$60,000,000. And no man can tell what the 
new lines, both of poles and wires, would cost, 
which would be rendered necessary to trans- 
act the large additional business which the 
diminished rates would throw upon them. Of 
course, the Government would get the lines in 
bad repair. Our people are no more honest 
in their dealings with the Government than the 
English people are. Human nature is very 
much the same everywhere, and it was found 
there when the Government took possession 
on the 1st day of February, 1870, that for nine- 
teen months—that is, from the 30th day of 
June, 1868, when the valuation was tixed—no 
repairs or improvement of any sort had been 
made in wires, poles, instruments, or anything 
else beyond what was absolutely necessary to 
keep them in working order, and most of 
them broke down at once under the pressure 
of business under the decreased Government 
tariff. Of course, the same thing would hap- 
pen here. 

Again, Mr. PaLMer says, in his report: 

** The United States have about five thousand tele- 
graph stations, seventy-five thousand miles of line, 


and over seven thousand employés, and transmits | 


over eleven million five hundred thousand messages 
annually. Under the Government plan, there will 
be at least twenty thousand telegraph offices, one 
hundred and fifty thousand miles of line, and from 
twenty to twenty-five thousand employés. The com- 
wissions under the Post Ofice Department run for 
only four years, and officers are often selected with- 
out reference to their fitness, but as a reward for 
political services. General Washburn’s bill requires 
neither examination of employés, nor knowledge of 
the business. It uses postmasters, and provides for 
retaining incompetent and ineflicient persons, as 
they can ‘be removed only for sufficient and satis- 
factory cause,’ while all promotions must ‘be made 
from the grade immediately below that in which 
suid vacancies may occur.’” 

He says truly— 

‘That private enterprise, when placed under 
properrestraint, can perform the service inacheaper 
and better manner than the Government, will not 


|| be denied.” 


Again he says, and this I regard as his most 
potent and controlling objection: 


‘“‘A governmental telegraph could be used for 
political purposes—through its army of office-holders, 
and the facility of using its wires. The temptation 
would be so strong and the difficulty of detection so 
great that it may well be doubted whether any 


| Administration would refrain from such use. A gov- 


ernmental telegraph would concentrate power in 


the General Government, and while this tendency is | 
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gers will be fastened upon the people at ; 

annual cost to be levied on all, as well] 
who do not use it as those who do, of fon 
eight to ten million dollarsa year, independe, 
of the original cost of purchasing the lines . 

[ think it may be safely asserted that, wh, 
the chairman of the late committee (Gener) 
Washburn) has shown conclusively jn}; 
report that the scheme known as the posta] 
system will accomplish nothing, and is, as | 
believe, merely a device to save a few insolyen 
companies from bankruptcy at the eXpense 
of the people, the gentleman from Iowa [ My. 
PatmeR] has made it equally clear in his re. 
port in bebalf of that bill, thatthe proposition 
to take absolute control of the whole syste 
directly by the Government is a Pandora’s box 
fraught with evil, and evil only. Lagreed with 
both in their opinions as to the schemes they 
oppose, and with neither in the views they 
entertain in behalf of their own plan. ‘ 

Mr. Speaker, the House must not be mis. 
led, nor make the mistake I did at first jp 
regard to the working of the governmental tel. 
egraphic system on the continent of Europe. 
and suppose that it is operated there so eco 
nomically, cheaply, and profitably as to make 
us seize upon it as a good investment for the 
people of this country. ‘he telegraph jx 
operated on the continent of Europe at ay 
annual loss of about four million dollars. 
according to Mr. Orton’s statement; others, | 
believe, make it a little less; and while most 
of the countries have reduced their rates in 
the last few years, they have sources of rey 
enue which the United States, from the extent 
of our territory and the fact that we are not 
contiguous to any other commercial country 
over which our lines pass, can never have. 
Take, for example, Belgium, where the tel- 
egraph system is better managed than it is 
anywhere elsein Europe. ‘There the charge per 
message of twenty words, which includes date, 
address, and signature, and is about equal to 
our dispatch of ten words, including these 
things, is ten cents, or one half a frane. The 
average cost of sending messages there is 
seventeen and one half cents; and yet BRel- 
gium about manages to make the telegrap)) 
pay its expenses. The following examination 
before the committee shows how it is done: 

““Mr. Beck. Iunderstand you to say that the rate 
of charges for telegraphic messages all over Belgium 
1s now ten cents. 

“Mr. Hupparp. Therate of what is called inland 
messages, that is, from one town to another within 
the territory of Belgium, is ten cents. 

“Mr. Beck. Andthatthe average cost of sending 
a message in Belgium was 17.49 cents in gold? 

“Mr. Husparp. Yes, sir; in gold. 

“Mr. Beck. Yet, at the same time, the telegraph 
in Belgium paid its own expenses ? 

“Mr. Hupparpb. Yes, sir; [say so. 

“Mr. Beck. Ido not quite comprehend how far 
the international messages, and the cost of them, 
were able to bring up that great difference between 


hile 


ils 


| ten cents and seventeen cents and a fraction, and yet 
| pay expenses in a small country 


like Belgium. 


| Pleaso explain it. 


““Mr.Husparp. Thereason is, that on every inter- 
national message passing through its territory, Bel- 
gium gets a franc. They estimate the cost of that 
message at about a quarter part of a franc; so that 
on that message they make three quarters of a franc. 

“Mr. Wasusurn. If you wanted to send a dis- 


| patch from Paris to Brussels what would be the 


in harmony with the principles of arbitrary and | 


monarchical governments, it is opposed to our 
institutions. Our Government does the least 
through official agencies, the most through the 

” * . * * * * * * 
people, 


“The Government system authorizes the Postmas- | 


ter General to ‘cause messages to be transmitted 
to the newspaper press at such rates as he may de- 
termine.’ It therefore gives him control over the 
press,”’ 


And he shows that all these evils and dan- 


expense of it now? 


‘*Mr. Husparp. Idonotknowexactly. Belgium 


| gets one franc upon it. 


*Mr. Orton. Hereis the tariff. From Paris to Bel- 


| gium there are five different routes. [The rate depends 


upon the route by which the message is sent. The 
presumption is that it always goes by the most direct 
route, and at the lowest rate; but,in the eventof an 
interruption of that line, it would go by another 
route. The lowest rate is three francs—sixty cents. 

‘*Mr. Wasnupurn. But you can send from Paris 


| to the Belgium frontier for one france. 


“Mr. Orton. You cansend from one part of France 
to any other part of France for one france; but from 
the French side of the frontier over the border, ten 
miles, it would bethreefrancs. I have alistofEuro- 
pean charges, which I may as well put in here: 

‘From Calais to the Hague is one hundred and 
twenty miles, and the the tariffis from four to seven 
francs, under the circumstances which I have ex- 
plained. The lowest tariff is eighty cents, gold; it 


|} may be $1 40. And so with the other rates com- 


prised in this list.” 


Mr, Orton furnished a list of European 
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charges from stations in France to other Euro- | service is performed in this country, and in 
Lala’ 


sean countries, giving the distances. I do not | 


that they are any cheaper than the same | 














see 
Table of telegraphic tolls between stations in France and other European countries. 
} 
_ - | Tariff for twenty words, 
Stations. Stations. “ie | address and signature 
ine. | charged for. 
—_—— | |__| — 
From— | To— Miles. | ; 

Toulon caneeeeseseeeeneeeee ee ae cies 310 $1 00 @ $2 00 
Cherbourg a ee ee 30 80 
iGO ccccorcccvrcccscccsncsccsnessececccessssesesee ese ae cithids caksrinte tinvoa 600 200@ 22 
Sia. ccsodbdvnueites tovonttnasicaccebeve PF EROITIN Lan60 a5 scsvesssinc sockivcxams 80 80@ 200 
SE oosiane ; 5 MND saaiaiieinsscieisercinngincneat 490 210@ 240 
Bayonne SATAGOSSA «2.02000 eeereeeeenees a 110 80 
MRR S SS OS hc oncqetreavasteiantunvesarsece ee ae 120 80@ 1 40 
ME he. sclas sevestedtesebosdvouscevornetnotes veeces Luxemburg ehh 30 50@ 130 
Cambray cnavectee seeced sna piiveesseaeneosbbtesenes Cologne sacinbooss seucceneenan iaeceams 140 80@ 1 40 
Re reR HONE. .co<oksnunsnorsggtacatonesonsssennsosvens Ng cc al 160 60@ 1 40 
RaRAaeT | ALo seta betnsspas beakers -wenasctbashances BIPM sv cincs dasechavcese sdceaizess 320 80@ 1 40 
PAAR OG '- 5a Aiiavae seaetist tags. cb bsted vebsins PY ee NNI oon cSoivdsnpdsoone sexes 60 60@ 1 40 
BeSaUGOD...servsesesenereeseerseeesseesecsaceeres | CONSTANCE... ccesceceseeeee seeenee 140 120@ 1 40 
PS PLL LL ee | Bastia......  sigdlicdaakenwciteneaasate 100 40 
Calais RPO RBIIMM ORS .0<cccsssccaccateene 510 130@ 22 
Dae WONT 2sos0h scdonn snow! sécavautossens cen senice L) DM cass Sasstigncleshes tice conueseh 380 120@ 1 8) 
Cam bray .....0+.seeeeee dksstinceee deaiaike EROUBUBBOEE 006.5 snccomessaseese:) 520 160@ 250 
ERSRPLILON cintascenietnnkeentonmnnehswaebinn<sexee I i i ad 250 SU 
WARDEN 7c fo Asapceeekcaanh car atarsanesehalcatecss BURNIE cass sccacicshiakceriskivaaseavess 30 1 20 
ER RON I INET | Brussels............... 130 60@ 1 40 
DireR IPE c.camsbireqittbasspcininn innideuoonnnss]. MONROE 60 60@ 80 
SEE i ccnien idnstdedeb en eteqaniovannerive si | Carlsruhe 40 60@ 1 40 
UMN eco nicdacsinsaes stushuncisoecssvessarwines | GRONC VA, 2005 ..sces sco scesssceseensece 62 60@ 1 40 
Bay ONNC.....seeceeeeeee Lolhdek cisbpyabneeukbaneas | MP so csicdice these tecdcine 250 1 00 





He also gives the charges in 1870 between | 


New York and a number of principal cities in 


the United States, as follows. (See page 108, | 


which also shows the reduction here since 1852: ) 














Distance Tariffin Tariff in | 

ain miles. 1852. 1870. 
From New York to— 

TE MIBVELIG i. .ccisccven sccveiine TOO $1 95 $0 75 
W heeling . 400 1 35 30 
Pittsburg 330 115 25 
NR re | 2 05 1 00 
Cincinnati 600 1 90 60 
SEI -siccheba senun ened caves’ 300 75 50 
PATE NOG se casinacapainia 200 70 30 
MMIINRN a ahs patien lac benpiiney 195 30 30 
Milwaukee.................0. 700 7) 110 
GIB IE cz ste sariansciacdassds se 2 35 1 20 
cea 2.000 2 85 1 25 
7,525 $17 60 $7 60 














When the shortness of the distances in 
European countries, as compared with ours, is 
considered; when itis recollected that they do 
not pay their employés on an average more 
than from one third to one half as much as we 
have to pay ours, and when we recollect fur- 
ther that the great mass of the telegraphic 
communication everywhere are along the lines 
of railroads, all of which on the continent of 
Europe are monopolized and controlled by the 


Governments, while ours are all in private | 
hands, they being thus enabled to cause the | 
same official to perform telegraphic and other | 


duties on the lines without additional cost, it 


will be readily seen how and why they can and | 
ought to manage their lines more cheaply than | 
we can or would if Government took control | 
If Mr. Paumer is correct when he | 


of them. 
says in his report that twenty-five thousand 
additional officials would be required to man- 
age this business, the cost would be for wages 
alone not less than $25,000,000 a year. We 


pay ordinary messenger boys in the Depart- | 


ments now $840 a year, female copyists $900, 
and the lowest and cheapest grade of male 
clerks, for not over six hours’ work, per day, 
$1,200; and it is fair to assume the average 


annual wages of the twenty-five thousand tele- 


graphic employés would not be less than $1,000 | 


each. 

I believe the annual deficit which the tax- 
payers of the country would have to make up 
to support the governmental system as pro- 
posed in the bill urged by the Postmaster 
General, being really that of General Wash- 
burn, would greatly exceed the estimate of 
Mr. Hubbard or Mr. Parmer. On page 154 
of the report Mr. Hubbard said, in answer to a 
question ; 


“IT do not think you can buy the existing lines for 
less than $30,000,000; new lines for the new business 


many instances they are much higher. 

















will cost nearly as much; 


year. 3 
sion and loss on the business would make the total | 
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The list is as follows: 





) ; Provision must also be 
made for twenty per cent. increase of new lines every 
Interest on the cost of these lines and exten- 


not less than eight or ten million dollars a year. 
I do not believe the country would assume an annual 


deficiency of $8,000,000 for the benefit of one million 


three hundred thousand people, the entire number 
that would use the telegraph under the cheapest 
rates.”’ = + * * * * * * 


**Mr. Wasupurn. But would the public be willing 


to make up the deficiency, as in the case of the re- | 


duction of letter postage? 

“Mr. Hupparp. Thetwocasesareentirely unlike. 
Rowland Hill showed to the community that the 
‘actual cost of transportation from Londonto Edin- 
burg was only one thirty-sixth of a penny, and this 
was theaverage of all letters throughout the United 
Kingdom.’ ” 


The last remark of Mr. Hubbard calls up a 
fact not to be overlooked. Gentlemen are 
too apt to assume that the increased number 
of messages which would be sent under the 
cheaper rates would greatly increase the reve- 
nue and compensate for the reduction of 
charges, as in the’ case of cheap postage on 
letters. Thatis not the fact. The wires have 
a limited capacity, only one message can go 
over the same wire at a time, and whenever 
an increase of business renders it necessary, 


additional wires and often additional poles | 
The experience all over | 


have to be erected. 
Europe and in America, as shown by Mr. 


Orton in detail, on page 12 of the report, is | 


that an increase of one hundred per cent. 


in business increases the expenses from eighty | 


to ninety percent. While the other gentlemen 
make it less, they seem to concede that the 
expenses are increased from fifty to sixty per 
cent. Not so in the transportation of mail 
matter; it makes very little difference to a 
stage-coach, and especially to a railroad train, 
whether the mail-bags contain one or ten thou- 


sand letters, while the revenues of the Post | 


Office Department are increased tenfold if ten 
thousand instead of one thousand are sent. 
While, as Rowland Hill showed and proved, 
when urging the penny postage, a letter could 
be and was being transported four hundred 
miles at a cost to the Government of one 
thirty-sixth of a penny, it is equally true, and 
as clearly proved by the experience even of 
Belgium—and I take Belgium because she is 
held up as the model in the economical man- 
agement of the telegraph—that a message can 


not be sent on an average of fifty miles for less | 


than seventeen and a half cents, and that an 
increase in business necessarily produces a 
proportionate increase of expenses; 80 that 


any comparison between ordinary letter-post- | 


age and telegraphic messages is a delusion 


gentlemen need not indulge in, as I confess I | 


did when the subject was first presented to me. 
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It must not be forgotten that there are many 
features of our telegraphic system, peculiar to 
American habits, customs, and mode of trans- 
acting business, which have grown up along 
with it, and have become an essential part of 
it, which would necessarily be destroyed by 
the governmental system, under which a Gov- 

| ernment official is required to transact and 


|| superintend all business, and transmit all dis- 
| patches in the order in which they are received 
|| at his office. 


Iallude tothe commercial news 


| bureau, the dispatches of bankers and brokers, 


the dispatches to different press associations, 
and other special interests, which are accommo- 


without material detriment to the general pub- 
lic, and, so far as market and other news is 
concerned, greatly to their advantage. For 
example, instruments and connecting wires 
are kept in gold-rooms, stock and other boards, 
and in the private offices of bankers and bro- 
kers, by which business is greatly expedited 
and facilitated. Mr. Pa.mer, in his report, 
speaking of these interests, says: 

“It is essential for the business interests of the 
country that the reports of the commercial bureau, 
|} and the telegrams of bankers, brokers, and cotton 
dealers, should be sent as they now are. 

** Telegrams relating to sickness, death, and trans- 
actions requiring dispatch, should also have priority 
of transmission, while many social and business mes- 
sages, especially between distant points, can be 


transmitted, with ordinary dispatch, as well by night 
as by day.’’ 


dated and arranged with in a variety of ways 
| 


The plan of the Postmaster General, pre- 
sented by General Washburn, not only does 
not propose to send those dispatches as they 
are now sent, or allow the present facilities 
to exist, but he makes their existence and the 
preferences given to them the ground of special 
complaint and one of the principal reasons for 
assuming governmental control ot the system. 
Nearly all these things are purely American. 
| Mr. Hubbard, who hasspenta great deal of time 
in Europe investigating the whole subject, tells 
us that our system of operating through com- 
mercial bureaus, bankers, brokers, and others, 
at points distant from each other, and buying 
and selling on market reports, is almost, if not 
wholly, unknown in Europe, especially on the 
Continent. 

I can see no good reason why all this should 
be overthrown. I know it is alleged that mar- 
ke!ts may be controlled, news withheld, and 
false reports circulated to affect markets and 
prices for the benefit of private parties, espe 
cially in our intercourse with foreigu nations 
in times of war, or feverish excitement in money 
or produce, under the present system. That may 
be true, but it will be equally true under gov- 
ernmental management, uniess it is assumed, 
which it ean hardly be on any known facts or 
|| past experiences, especially in our post oflice 
and internal revenue service, that Government 
employés are more honest or are likely to be 
more carefully selected with a view of integrity 
or special qualifications for the required ser- 
vice than the agents or employés of private 
individuals or corporations. I think the re 
|| verse is true, and that every gentleman in the 
House knows it. But it is almost impossible 
to suppress or prevent information of any im- 
portance, even if operators are so disposed, if 
any telegrams are allowed to pass over the 
lines. 
|| In the struggle to make money and obtain 
advantages men are very fruitful in resources. 
Many of the important dispatches are in cipher, 
|| or in letters or figures which none but the 
‘| holder of the key can possibly understand, 
and the simplest statement, such as, ‘*! sail 
for America to-morrow,’’ or ‘‘ My family are 
all well,’”’ may mean “ War is declared,’’ or 
‘* Buy for me wheat, stocks, or bonds;’’ and no 
] operator can by any possibility guess at the 
| true meaning of the words used, as between 
the parties using them. I regard the fact that 
so little of that sort of fraud has been perpe- 
trated or attempted in the past as the highest 
evidence that it will not be in the future. The 
interest of the owners of the lines would be 

















| 
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injured by it; 
anticipated danger on that score. 1 believe it 
1s not # 
grout d ot complaint has ever existed. 
of the principal reasons urged in England for 
a change in their system is thus set forth by 
General Washburn, on page 6 of his report: 


One 


‘ But notwithstanding the moderate charges of the 
Lritieh telegraph as compared with ours, theidea of 
taking possession of itby the Government and oper- 
ating it in eonnection with the Post Office Depart- 
ment had long been entertained there by many 
persons well informed in telegraphy, and finally the 
chambers of commerce of thirty prominent cities 
of the kingdom memorialized the House of Commons 
in favor ol Lhe measure. 

‘This memorial set forth that the petitioners bad 
‘reason to complain not only of the high rates 
charged by the existing companies for the transmis- 
sion of messages, of frequent and vexatious delays 
in the delivery, and of their inaccurate rendering, 
but that many important towns, and even whole 
districts, are unsupplied with the means of tele- 
graphic communication,’ ”’ 

He shows further, on page 8, that the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, on moving for leave 
to introduce the bill before Parliament, among 
other things, said: 

“ Our present system did not give satisfaction to 
the commercial world. Last year adeputation from 
the associated chambers of commerce waited upon 
the postmaster general and himself at the treasury 
to present a memorial upon this subject, and they 
had also petitioned the House of Commons. They 

mpluined of the high rates, vexatious delays, the 


inaccurate rendering of messages, and the absence 
% 
of te 


legraphic communication in whole districts. 


Doubtless these memorials and that state of 
fact had much todo with the change of system 
there ort exists here. No 
chamber of commerce, no board of trade, no 
body of men, no individual, as far as | am 
advised, has ever presented a memorial or 
petition to Congress or any committee of it, 
making any complaint or asking any change 
in our system. Surely it will be time enough, 
when well-founded public clamor is raised, to 
consider the propriety of making the radical 
change now proposed. 


4 SR. } 
Nothing ol hat § 


Until that state of case 
is developed, we certainly ought not to tax 
an already tax-burdened people an additional 
$60,000,000, and an annual sum thereafter 
of not less than $10,000,000, to relieve not 
exceeding two hundred and fifty thousand peo: 
ple now using the telegraph, none of whom 


complain, ask relief, or object to paying the 
charges now imposed upon them for the use 

of it. 
It will be observed, by an examination of 
of June 24, 1866, Statutes-at- 


the law (see 


erted that upto this time any serious | 


Large, vol. 14, page 222,) underthe provision | 


of which the present bill of the late chairman 
was framed, (under what law the substitute 
of the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Pater] 
was framed, I do not know,) that the Govern- 
ment cannot possibly lose any of its existing 
rights, or be prejudiced in any manner by di lay. 
The right to purchase on the terms therein 
specified exists for all time, All the compa- 
nies now existing have signed the contract. 
Time may develop evils not nowexisting. We 
will never be more in debt and less able to 
contract new debts than we are now, I hope. 
The parties interested are not complaining, 
and every right and interest of the Govern- 
ment is now fully protected, 

Section two of the act gives priority over 
all other business now, at such rates as the 
Postmaster General may annually fix, to all 
the Departments of the Government, their 
oficers and agents, over all the lines of all 
the companies. 

Section three provides that the rights and 
privileges hereby granted shall not be trans- 
ferred by any company acting under this act to 
any other corporation, association, or person ; 
provided, however, that the United States may 
at any time after the expiration of five years 
from the date of the passage of this act, for 
postal, military, or other purposes, purchase 
ull the telegraph lines, property, and the effects 
of any or all of said companies at an appraised 
value, to be ascertained by five competent and 


| 


| terms of that law. 


| States, and the, it may be, certain future in- 


; _ : oe 
and that is an answer to all || selected by the Postmaster General of the Uni- 


ted States, two by the company interested, and 
one by the four so previously selected. 

I do not think the bill before the select com- 
mittee even approached compliance with the 
It undertook to determine 
in advance the basis of value, in which the 
value of the franchises granted by the several 


crease in value of the lines are ignored; it did 
not bind the Government, while it did bind 
the companies to abide by the valuation of the 
appraisers; it expressly resubmits the whole 
subject to Congress after the price is fixed, to | 
accept if we have obtained the advantage, and 
to reject if we have not; while the companies 
have no such right, and are not allowed even 
to suggest the basis of valuation. Such a 
proposition between private individuals would | 
not be considered for a moment. We can 

only carry out the law of 1866, according to 


| its true intent and meaning, by passing an act 


|uppraisement would be a distinct order to 


binding the Government to take the property 
and pay for it, according to the decision of 
the appraisers appointed in accordance with 
its provisions, taking the same chances as the 
companies do as to whether that may be high 
or low, without dictating to them in advance | 
how they shall proceed to cut down the value 
of the property. Any other course would be 
justly liable to the stigma which General 
Washburn put upon Mr. Hubbard's scheme as 
being a game of ** heads I win, tails you lose.”’ 

Of course, the rejection by Congress of the | 


any other appraisers to put down the price 


| to such a point as Congress might indicate, 


| possible term. 


| another, and surely no gentleman here would | 


| one hundred and eighty closely-printed pages, 


which is simply equivalent to taking the prop- 
erty of these companies at anything Congress 
may see fit to give them, which I consider an 
unjustifiable proceeding, to use the mildest | 
Government cannot afford to | 
be unjust, or take advantage of its citizens in 
contracts for property which it would not 
allow one citizen to take in his dealings with 


pass such a bill as this, to carry out a law like | 
that of 1866, if the transaction was between | 
two or more citizens in regard to private rights. 
But 1 must hurry on; I have no time in 
which to argue such a question as this. I can 
only make suggestions, each member for him- 
self must supply the argument, The reports and 
documents alone, as you know, extend over 


which makes a detailed argument in an hour 
impossible. Another anda very serious objec- | 


| tion to the governmental system is the utter 





| to deprive the railroads of the use of the tele- | 


| the communications necessary to govern the | 


alt / | state of case, 1 would like to know how the 
disinterested persons, two of whom shall be || much-boasted secrecy which isto prevail under 


impossibility of controlling it along the great 
lines of railroads which now ramify and are 
constantly extending over every part of the 
continent. The railway mileage of the United 


| States now exceeds fifty thousand miles, along 
| all of which the telegraph lines are extended 
}and connected; our telegraphic mileage of 


poles or line is seventy-five thousand miles, 


/and of wire about one hundred and thirty | 


thousand, most of the increase of mileage 
wire over line being along the great railroads ; 
so that at least two thirds, if not three fourths 
of our telegraphic communication are connected 
with if not directly controlled by our railroad 
system. All our railroad trains are more or 
less run and directed by telegraphic informa- 
tion and orders, so that a well-regulated tele- | 
graph system has become an indispensable 
part of all railroad operations. 

I do not suppose even the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, under the Government system, proposes | 





graph, or to take control by Government offli- 
cials of the stations on the roads, and direct | 


running of the trains or the ordinary business 

of the company. 
The bill heretofore presented only prohibits 

the transmission of messages for pay. In that | 
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the new governmental system is to be enforee, 
along all the great lines of railroad. Qur ome. 
ators all read and write out these diseess “ 
phonographically. In that regard they 
greatly in advance of European operators... 
all the proof shows. Every railroad — 
ator knows as well what is said, by the click 
of the instrument at his station, as the a 
ernment officials do at either end, and go ¥ 
does not charge for it he can tell the officia). 
of his company and anybody else, orally or by 
dispatch, ull he learns then as well as now 
He has only to write, if he communicates i. 
dispatch, in cipher, in figures, or in terms 
previously agreed on, and every important 
piece of information is made public at ones 
and it cannot be prevented whenever a wir. 
touches a railroad station. 

Again: as at present organized, all our telo- 
graph companies are operating under charters 
from the different States; hold their franchises, 
lands, and other property subject to State 
licenses and State taxation, the western Union 
alone, as Mr. Orton testified, paying for Federa| 
and State taxes the interest on $1,000,000 of 
its capital annually. If the Government, under 
the act of July 24, 1866, purchases the tel, 
graph lines, it must hold them upon the same 
terms, under the same franchises, and gubjec: 
to the same control by the States, as the pres 
ent companies do. What lands, houses, and 
other property, real or personal, these cou. 
panies hold or own, and under what contracts 
or upon what conditions they are held, | 
presume no member of this House knows: | 
certainly do not. The act of July 24, 1809, 
allowed each company to acquire and hold forty 
acres of land at each station, fifteen miles from 
another station, in all the Territories of the 
United States; and they doubtless exercised 
their privilege, and some of them probably are 
extensive landholders in the various States of 
the Union, now, under their charters. 

The United States will, of course, by the pur- 
chase proposed, become the owner of all the 
property, real or personal, now owned by these 
companies; and it becomes a question worthy 
of the serious consideration of Congress, how 
far the United States has the right thus to be- 
come the owner and holder of, it may be, large 


v} 
VLEs 


are 


| quantities of real estate in the several States 


tor the purposes provided inthis bill. [know 
of no constitutional warrant for thus acquiring 
and holding real estate by the United States 
in the several States, the only provision on that 
subject being that Congress has power to exer- 
cise exclusive legislation ‘‘ over all places pur- 
chased by the consent of the Legislature of the 
State in which the same shall be, for the erec- 
tion of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, 
and other needful buildings.”’ 

The proposed purchase, or seizure—call it 
what you will—does not come within any of 


| the objects mentioned in the Constitution, nor 


is it by proper and necessary implication, con- 
nected with them. I am unable, therefore, to 
see by what authority Congress can interfere 
with the right of eminent domain in the States, 
believing that our action must be in accord- 
ance with some constitutional provision ; but 
I have no time to argue orelaborate that prop- 
osition. I merely throw out the suggestion of 
difficulty in that matter, adopting the foliow- 
ing extract from the report of Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads of the Fortieth 


| Congress : 


“The right of Congress under the Constitution to 
grant a charter to a corporation for doing a private 
pusiness within the States is seriously questioned. 
Except in the case of the Bank of the United States 
and the present system of national banking associa~ 
tions, both of which were established as a part of 
the fiscal system of the country, and from motives 
purely of a public nature, the committee are not 
aware that Congress has ever granted any charter of 
incorporation, or by a general law authorized the 
establishment of joint stock corporations, except in 
the District of Columbia. ae 

* Their refusal to do so, in the recent case of the 
National Telegraph Company, is a significant illus- 
tration of their policy in this regard. What was said 
in that case is equally applicable in this, that the 
thing specially sought for is the Federal indorse- 
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_+—some legislation of a distinct and exclusive | 


» which shall give prestige to this corpora- 


racter, . 
— nd enable it to become a profitable specula- 
‘the hands of its promoters. So far as it re- 
ts t 


oublie domain, these privileges are equally open 
“State corporation which accepts the act of 1866. 


e right to enter upon post roads, or tocross | 


“Ty it is said that the right conferred by that | 


ratute is of a doubtful constitutionality, because it 
* rgins no provision for making compensation for 
vvivate injuries, a8 is done under the bill proposed 
P Mr. lubbard, and if such a provision would set- 
the question of the constitutionality of that part 
e law, amore ample and effective remedy would 
seem to be to add a section to the law of 1866. _ 
e question of the constitutionality of such legisla- 
is not so easily disposed of, 


t 


Bat | 


It was distinctly | 


jenied, in the debate in the Senate which preceded | 


the passage of that act, that Congress could confer 
ny such power upon private Corporations ; and the 
an at was said in reply was, thatif any company 


most t ; 
chould accept the act they would have an opportunity 
to try the question of its constitutionality before 
the courts.” 


When this subject came before the House on 
the second day of the present session, indorsed 
as it was by the President and his Postmas- 
ter General, and the proposition was made to 
refer it to a select committee, I opposed it. I 
also opposed the reference to the Commitiee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, urging its 
reference to the Committee on Appropriations, 
to which it was sent by a very close vote, as 
the most conservative and economical, and the 

least likely to be swayed by any outside 
influences. 1 knew that the Speaker would 
be compelled by the rules of the House, if a 
select committee was ordered, to appoint one, 
a majority of whose members were triendly to 
thescheme. I assumed, too, and [ think prop- 
erly, that in making up the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, the Speaker, in 
proper deference to the Postmaster General, 
selected gentlemen a majority of whom were 
known to be his friends and in favor of for- 
warding the aims of the Department, of which 
this was a pet measure. 

I know, too, from an experience of two 
years on the Committee on Appropriations, 
that its members look with care, | may say 
with suspicion, On any proposition which 
takes money out of the Treasury; so that 
before the committee now having the subject 
in charge I expect all the questions to receive 
a fair and unbiased consideration. It is 
because I so believe that I have taken the 
time and the trouble to restudy the question, 
and present my views to them and the House. 
[ happened to say, in the debate referred to, 
that while the Western Union Company had 
opposed the proposition before the late select 
committee, a portion of the press now alleged 
that they favored it at this time, and the 
chairman of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads said on the floor that the 
stock of that company had advanced two per 
cent. in one day on the strength of the Presi- 
dent’s message. My statement drew out a 
telegraphic communication in the form of a 
letter to me from the president of the West- 
ern Union Company, saying that the directors 


one 


of that company were opposed to the whole | 


project. I thereupon wrote to Mr. Orton, 
stating that I desired information as to the 
truth of the facts set forth in the report of 
the Postmaster General relative to the cost 


of the governmental telegraph system in | 


Kngland and on the Continent of Europe. 
My letter was placed in the hands of George 
W. Prescott, esq., electrician of the company, 
from whom I received the following response. 
I have no apology to offer for its length, be- 
ause itis full of valuable information on the 
subjects which the committee and the House 
need information upon: 
ELEcTRICIAN’s OFFICE, 


Western Union TeLeGRaPH Company, _ 
New York, January 16, 1871. 


Dear Str: Mr. Orton has handed me your favor 
of December 28 with directions to furnish you with 
such information in my possession as you require. 
I therefore inclose herewith statements showing the 
number of miles of line and wire, and number of 
instruments in operation, in all the countries of 

urope, altogether with the number of telegraph 
offices, population, number of messages sent, and 
the receipts and expenses of the service. The sta- 
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| and for international messages $1 01. 


| of Mr. F. J. 


tistics for the continental countries of Europe are | 


for the year ending December 31, 1869, the latest year 
for which complete returns have been received; 
while those for Great Britain and Ireland are for 
the fourteen months ending March 31, L871. 

In Europe the telegraph system embraces 175,490 
miles of line, 475,007 miles of wire, and 15,503 offices, 
The number of messages transmitted was 33,141,336, 


the gross receipts for the transmission of which | 


were $15,146,551 20 in American gold currency, and 
the expenditures $19,558,016 76, being an 
of expenditures over receipts of $4,411,465 56. The 
tolls for the transmission of messages are not the 
same for any two countries in Europe, nor are they 
uniform for all classes of messages in any one coun- 
try. Telegraphic correspondence in Europe is divided 
into two general classes, called internal and inter- 


OXCess | 


national messages. The internal messages are those | 
which are received, transmitted, and delivered in the 


same country. Theinternational messages are those 


which are received in one country and transmitted | 


into another. As ageneralrulea low rate of charges 
is adopted for the trans mission of internal messages, 
while a higher tariff is imposed upon international 
messages. The average rate for internal messages 
throughout Europe is thirty-six and six tenths cents, 
In the official 
report of the telegraph system of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland the internal and 
international messages are not stated separately, 
only the total number, including both classes, being 
given, but the average tolls upon the whole service 
amounted to forty-two anda half cents per message. 
The average expense per message for the perform- 
ance of the telegraph service in America and Europe 
was about the same, although it is well known that 
skilled labor is much more expensive inthis country 
than in Europe. It would appear from the results 
that although the telegraphists in Europe get less 
pay for their labor than similar employés receive in 
America, a larger number are employed there than 
here to perform a given amount of work. As it is, 
however, to Great Britain that the Postmaster Gen- 
eral invites especial attention, as having given to 
the telegraph a practical test of the public system 
as compared with that under private control, [ will 
point out the leading features of its operation in 
that country. 

On the 5th of February, 1870, the telegraphs were 
transferred to the British Government. At the date 
of the purchase the various telegraph companies 
of the United Kingdom possessed sixteen thousand 
miles of line and eighty-five thousand miles of 
wire. For this property the British Government 
have already paid, according to the official report 
Scudamore, the second secretary of 
the office department. £7,500,000 sterling, or 


post 


| $36,450,000 in American gold currency. 


This sum of money, however, does not comprise the 


| entire sum which the British Government must pay 


ee 


| Seudamore’s report 


i 


to acquire the control of all the telegraphs in the 
United Kingdom. 

Arrangements have been made with sixteen rail- 
way companies for the purchase of their telegraph 
interests, in which the compensation consists partly 
of capital sums and partly of annual payments, 
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The English telegraph system when it was pur- 
chased by the Government was the oldest, most ex- 
tensive, and probably the best managed in Europe, 
And there is no reason, if properly managed under 
Government control, why it should not have con- 
tinued to give satisfaction; but since its aequisition 
by the Government, the complaint of bad service 
has been very general. The difficulties have been 
ascribed to the large incraase in the number of mes- 
sages offered for transmission, and to the inadequate 
preparations to accommodate the immense increase 
in the traffic which immediately followed the large 
reduction of rates, but, according to the report of 
Mr, Scudamore, the average cost of inland messages 
Is LWenty-siX Cents against a average cost prior to 
the transfer of thirty-eight cents, showing a redue- 
tian in price of less than one third upon this class 
of messages, while there was no reduction whatever 
upon international messages. According to the same 
authority, the total number of messages forwarded 
in the three quarters ending 3lst December, 1870, 
was 7,563,015, which is a less number than was trans- 
mitted by the Western Union Telegraph Company 
alone during the same period; so that the difficulties 
complained of were not properly chargeable to the 
excessive amount of traffic performed. 

The expenditure in a single year of $2,898,235 in 
excess of the receipts, the openiug of 1,350 new offices, 
and the erection of over 45,000 miles of additional 
wire, ought to have vastly improved the capacity 
and value of the British system. The work of reor- 
ganization and extension was intrusted to the offi- 
cers of the companies which were bought’out, and 
the position of engineer-in-chief of the post office 
telegraphs was given to Mr. Culley, the former elec 
trician of the Electrie and International Telegraph 
Company, with asalary largely exeeeding that paid 
by our Government to the Cabinet ministers. i see 
no reason why the British post office telegraph sys- 
tem should not equal any other in the world, nor 
why, at the rates charged, it should not be self-sus- 
taining; but this does not tend to prove that the 
union of the telegraph and postal systems in this 


| country would be a wise or profitable measure. 


The British post office has long enjoyed an envi 
able reputation. It promptly and satisfactorily car- 
ries and delivers letters at one penny each through- 
out the United Kingdom, and makes a net profit of 


| over five million dollars per annum; while our Post 


Office charges three cents for carrying a letter with- 
out delivery, except in the larger cities, and manages 
the business at an annual loss of over four million 
dollars. Of course it does not follow that because 
there is a large annual deficit in our Post Office that 
there would necessarily be one proportionally as 
great inthe telegraph if managed by the same De- 
partment, but when the success of the British tele- 


| graph is presented to us as a conclusive demonstra- 


and with six other railway companies, in which the |! 


compensation consists wholly of annual payments; 
and there yet remain, according to Mr. Secudamore’s 
report, made to the House of Commons on the 12th 
of July, 1871, forty-four railway companies in vari- 
ous parts of the United Kingdom with whom the 
post office department has not yet come to arrange- 


ments as to the umount of compensation to be paid | 


to them forthe purchase of their telegraph interests. 

From the above-mentioned official report the 
amount of telegraph revenue irom the commence- 
ment of governmental control, on the Ist of February, 
1870, to the 3lst March, 1871, was £793,589, or $3,865, - 
127 20, and the expenditures for the same period 
were £1,397,389, or $6,763,362 76, being an excess of 
expenditures overreceipts of $2,898,235 56, Thedis- 
bursements are classified by Mr. Scudamore under 
the heads of capital expenditure and working ex- 
penses; the working expenses being stated at £470,- 
495, or $2,277,195 80, and the capital expenditure at 
£926,894, or $4,486,166 96. 

We ought not to be surprised that Mr. Scudamore, 
through whose efforts mainly the British Govern- 
ment was induced to purchase the telegraph lines, 
should make every endeavor to prove that the admin- 


istration of the telegraphs by him was pecuniarily | 


successful. I do not feel disposed to criticise his 
report in an unfriendly spirit, but I cannot refrain 


tion of the utility of the postal telegraph for this 
country, it seems proper to consider whether the 
management of our postal system is sufliciently 
analogous to that of the English to warrant the de- 
duction that whatever is successfully undertaken 
by the British post office can be equally as well per- 
formed by our own. 

When the project of a postal telegraph was first 
started, Mr. Gratz Brown proposed to establish a 
uniform tariff of three cents per message of sixty 
words. Mr. Ek. B. Washburne tollowed with a prop- 
osition to make the tariff fifteen cents for ten words, 
exclusive of address and signature; while Mr. C. 
C. Washburn at first proposed a uniform rate of 


twenty cents for thirty words, but subsequently 
changed it to twenty-five cents for twenty-five 
words, charging for address and signature. Mr 


Creswell does name the rate which he thinks 


not 


| should be established in the event of the aequisi- 


from remarking that the enormous excess of the || 
capital expenditure over the working expenses nat- | 


urally leads to the suspicion that many charges have 


been carried to the former account which properly | 
belong to the latter, and an examination of the de- | 


tailed statement of the working expenses confirms 
the justice of this suspicion. Under capital expend- 
iture is placed, not only the cost of extensions, 
amounting, as well as I can make out, to £178,933, 
but all manner of outlay upon the plant, such as 
the very important item of maintenance and repair, 
for which our company expends about a million dol- 


lars a year, £177,094 for engineering, salaries, wages, | 
traveling, and other expenses, a considerable portion | 
of which should certainly be charged to current ex- * 
penditure. Among the working expenses there are | 


no charges for poles, wire, insulators, instruments, 
battery material, office repairs and furniture, and 
many other items which constitute a large annual 
charge to private telegraph companies; andif those 
expenditures which are improperly carried in Mr. 
to capital expenditure were 


laced where they properly belong, L have no doubt 


. } 
ut that the working expenses would be found to | 


largely exceed the revenue, 


' 


' 


| 


tion of the telegraph by the Government; but per- 
haps the rate is indicated in the following query 
extracted from his recentreéport: W ho that desires 
to convey or acquireany information would hesitate 
between sending a telegram from New York to Cal 
ifornia in seven minutes for twenty cents and send- 
ing a letter in seven days for three cents ?”’ 

If such a rate for the transmission of messages 
between the Atlantie and Pacifie States by the postal 
telegraph shall ever be practically inaugurated, [ 
have no doubt the number of letters carried by mail 
between these points will be materially reduced; 
but I apprehend that the annual deficit in the Post 
Office Department will not thereby be sensibly 
diminished. 

The Postmaster General admits that a large sum 
of money will be required for the purchase of the 
present telegraph lines, but considers that delay will 
only add to the amount of purchase-money required. 
The Post Office Department, he says, is now prepared 
to undertake the organization and management of 
the telegraph in connection with its other duties, 
and can aid materially in raising the money needed 
for the purchase through post office savings banks 
if Congress will authorize their establishment. To 
prove the feasibility of this latter scheme he refers 
to the history of the British post office savings 
banks, ‘which after ten years operations have in 
hand $75,145,690, a much larger sum than will be re- 
quired for the purchase and thorough repair of all 
the telegraph linesin the United States.”’ But is it 
probable that Mr. Creswell can purchase the lines 
for the sum named, even admitting that his postal 
savings bank scheme is successful. The president 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company, which 
operates fifty-six thousand miies of line, one hun- 
dred and twenty-five thousand miles of wire, forty- 
six hundred offices, and transmits over ten million 
messages annually, and whose revenue is more than 
double that of the British post office telegraphs, has 
recently publicly announced that his company is 
inflexibly opposed to any interference of the Gov- 
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| Europe for the express purpose of avoiding the Gov. 


























property. Our company has been quietly pursuing || pany own about ten thousand miles of line, andare || ernment land lines, where important communice. Stateme 
for the past six years the same object which the || represented by an aggregate capital of over sixteen || tions were subjected to such Serious errors and delays 
British Government has been accomplishing since it million dollars. Itis not probable that these com- as to render them comparatively useless. Qne o¢ 
vequired trolof the lines, namely: theunifica- || panies have earned enough to cover their current || the most marked instances of this kind was the eo,. = 
tionandenlargementofthe telegraph system, accom- || expenses, and it is well known that some of them || struction ot a submarine line from Falmouth, Eng- 
j i with an important reduction in the rates for || have already incurred debts for a greater amount land, to Malta, a distance of twenty-eight hun- 
tral net iges. With the exception of half than their property is worth. There 1s every reason, dred and sixty-four miles, in order to avoid usin, 
. dozen comparatively small connecting and com- || therefore, why these concernsshould look with favor |; the Government lines in France. These private cyh,. 
pe v lines, this company controls the whole tele- || upon a Government purchase, and I presume that marine telegraph lines can scarcely be overratad t 
gral yetem of the United States,itslines covering || their managers are actively at work to bring about theirrelation to the commerce of the world, They 
aterritory embracing twenty-five degrees of lati such a result. extend beneath the Atlantic and German Oceans 
tud i fifty-five degrees of longitude. Withinthe It is a fact worthy of mention that although the || the Baltic. North, Mediterranean, Arabian, Ching: 
! eye the telegraphic facilities inthe United || land lines in Europe are almost exclusively owned || Japan, and Red seas, the Persian gulf, the bay of 
States ha been increased by the construction of || by the various Governments through which they Biseay, the straits of Gibraltar and Matlacea, anq Great B 
tl thousand miles of line, theerection of seventy || extend, the submarine lines, over which all the the Gulfs of. Mexico and St. Lawrence, thus uniting North G 
t ind miles of wire, and the opening of over || important communications with Asia, Africa, Aus- the whole civilized world in one continuous chai Austria 
t! thousand telegraph stations, and the annual || tralia, and America are transmitted, are owned by of telegraphic lines, Messages from the United Staros Baden 
snostantly augmenting. Duringthesame || private companies. The length of the submarine || destined for India, China, Japan. or Australia Bavarl 
ye i the average rate of tolls has been decreased || lines now in operation is thirty-six thousand three || would not pass over a rod of governmental telegrap} Belgiun 
i per cent Is it probable that the telegraph || hundred and two miles, forthe construction of which || line. Denma 
li have made greater progress under Govern- | upward of sixty million dollars of private capital Yours, respectfully, ’ i Spain... 
ment eantral during thé period ? || has been expended, of which at least one quarter has GEORGE B. PRESCOTT, Papal 
lhe various telegraph companies transacting busi- || been devoted to the construction of cable lines in || Hon. James B. BEck. France 
Greece 
Norwa 
Statement showing the number of miles of line and wire in operation in Great Britain and Ireland and in continental Europe, together : ied 
with the number of instruments in use. Jolla 
: oo . . . : | Number of 
Countries. Miles of line. Miles of wire. instruments in use, 
aes aa aeaieanaies jntilincaeiae eet 
ner en GAT TORE 1. so cc padniispeneuendn sneneneeneuieninbion seiees demanded | 29,746 130,008 4,153 
| 
NN a  l  aadigdeebauacapnaiesneeaiaaalaie 15,513 49,434 2,419 
i ons 
ee ELLA CAPLAN MELEE TO TAA A RE AEA 19,929 44,069 1,751 
a BH le acs inmate Tape 964 2,369 135 State 
a la oe dla eeenicaniieienneniceenil 3,489 9,052 721 
Belgium 2,621 8,315 667 — 
es eheieeabeais 1,127 3,034 192 
a a saad oe aed Sn uel bane pean SsaeMMaNcainaes 6,972 15,854 855 ; 
Papal Stat 418 565 39 ' 
leash er cael a sedan cepbobiaabaeuaeeaeanenere 26,689 72,298 5,113 
no oa eciend charbaiedioueiisniaa Ua pb akieinauhcinihaiaeiewanehe subhbtadiuie biapaine lion 519 672 53 
Nor WRT wcocsones cccnccsccesoceusescccassousscescesenesosees eo] 2,865 4,932 208 | Gre 1 
Ree ce FT De Pa a 10,189 30,145 1,185 | yee 
IIIS 2 oat bal wil dace enetaehs bas he couaieb icons TcaauN pani Dubie WianGinaes Hikcbb in euepoNe DN 1,945 2,647 136 i Bad 
Oe a a ee a ee 1,748 6,087 289 | = Bay 
a ta eee 4,027 | 9,667 544 E Der 
ces akeipnediandegn | 24,816 47,305 1,006 . Pe 
Switzerland.... 2,838 | 6,138 716 | Frat 
Portug a a eee | 1,77 3,319 172 | | Ne 
a i a it 15,992 | 26,553 1,026 = ital 
a a a | 1,263 | 2,544 | 266 a 
a | Swe 
tae a a i iat | 175,490 475,007 | 21,146 + | 
_ - - . — _ = . Por 
Tu 
’ , : . . ° , ? x Wi 
Statement showing the population, number of offices in operation, the number of messages sent, and the number of inhabitants to each office 
and cach message sent, in the various countries in Europe. 
7 . : v inhabit- % 
. : : Number of mes- | Numberof inhabit- Number of inhabi _ 
Co t 8. > . Ss. P . i a * t 
untric Population Number of offices sages sent. | inin teenth aliems ants to each mes 
sage sent. 
. its a Dl aes 8 SBE i i t 
; E} 
Great Britain and Ireland................... ..-... 30,832,210 3,780 9,084,020 8,156 3.39 | 
North Germany. “| 29,910,502 2,208 4,806,872 13,546 6.22 
Austria and Hungary sw 35,943,592 1,445 3,279,685 24,874 10.95 
a rel aetintiil 1,438,872 213 230,433 6,755 6.24 R 
a le eis 4,824,421 641 394,027 8,917 2.2 E 
SITIO 6. ica: i cc eutoacenmaren manneenneill anita abies inuntpiaaiaiemaalanienennadatiel 4,961,644 433 1,314,367 11,458 3.77 i 
7a 
RI 5 nbd soiceh ints sini ercncglanse debi eldenaien saemensied 1,783,565 106 267,129 16,826 6.67 ; 
a a a et | 16,732,052 193 654,287 86,694 25.57 = 
. , c 
SI CORMNINID 2. « ssicnct vdchuctndbtests subeticbionsdnk edebeadepunaniaaieekd piabagies 692,106 22 63,503 31.459 10.89 / “ 
France ......... sins teltiheies. cecgibiagatdiehimmnciiatnibhaendiiniel 36,039,364 3,142 4,754,643 11,470 7.57 t! 
SER TIES ere sicuniptiainieshn /enabissinaiaie abbas uegied 1,325,479 36 101,766 36,818 13.02 t! 
. a : 
ii alla ae al ai elie enema nicl 1,800,000 136 332.303 13,235 5.41 j p 
NT ic inctin icieetdaiidahenidssabinlanibeden 24,273,776 1,082 1,711,158 23,521 14.18 I 
Roumania. sdibinnntiietsctiitehaasilehialetaataniaenignaiaind 5,000,000 64 421,033 78,125 11.87 / ‘ 
SU ities sidenisitstosmvann vaianetbiy Sas voto poawaccesunedbaseoatnalleaeleleiia 3,628,468 224 1,178,444 16,198 3.07 ; 
. atin Sates oe I 
I io niiibiennnwe oe 00 ec eccccecesecccoes oseee* cocees 4,158,757 281 451,112 14,799 9.21 : \ 
BOMB on nscece jctusbenebtitapnigdiblckeat 78,394,471 566 2,066,605 138,506 37.93 ¢ 
cre I 
Switzerlan‘(................... a tihaliniaine andi aie 2,510,494 459 1,108,510 5,469 2.26 i 
la sitnaubencbased onienesmmuaamavains 3,829,618 118 155,181 32,454 24.67 . 
a aa ik tal abedeeed aebnliceagamaienbtneiiliaiae 15,350,000 320 551,126 47,968 i 27.85 
, — x 2 } | 
india sibiinietind miadiadineeadieadiosl 1,778,396 184 215,182 9,665 8.26 ' 
a cde annette bclaadiemds dias A eaitietddlianshiahiigsinitbseseniteaied 305,207,787 15,508 33,141,386 19,687 9.20 
| a 
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cratement showing the receipts and expenditures of the telegraph service in Great Britain and Ireland, and in continental Europe, reduced 
“ to United States gold currency. 














































DON oasis Sinatsoisvintomitendesussebsisccanageb sausads snprestivensdeatehioess 7,308,856 | $3,972,568 $15,146,551 20 =| $13,284,037 80 $6,273,978 96 | $19,558,016 76 





Receipts. Expenditures. | 
} } 
Countries. ‘ Ordinary . : 
Internal | International Total aciehaaren Extraordiy ary T 
messages. | messages. — | _ euaiane = expens¢ it. otal. 
} | 
} a — at —— i 
eee - 0 | | 
Great Britain and ik i a a | Not divided. a $3,865,127 20 | $2.277.195 80 $4,486,166 96 $6,763,362 76 
North Germany...-r-. eccececces ee ecee ose wae | $792,104 $727,33 1,519,435 00 1,676,993 00 63,423 00 1,740,416 Of | 
Austria ADC HUDGATY...-seececeesescsesneseeeneennencenens seennesenenre canene 901,458 436,982 1,338,440 00 1,402,887 00 277,307 00 1,680,194 00 | 
BadeD ..-s+-ssseereeenereresessne enssvensnssserensreeseeenssenenrsenecenenenensesens 20,255 51,795 72,050 00 69,981 00 19,656 00 89.637 00 | 
PAVATIO ...-ee-eeee oes 54,616 120,156 174,772 00 | 109,329 00 241,058 00 350,387 00 | 
BelGiUM ..-cesseeveereerssseeeeeeesererenseranseeeseness subes oie 119,748 | 144,806 264,554 00 259,783 00 25,575 OO 285,358 00 
[en Ark ....--sseeeesreerecseserseesenees cesses erecenens 30,491 49,013 79,504 00 90,218 00 49,821 00 140,089 00 
SAIN .reasoseres oeee eee io Secanabahaee | 161,232 191,965 353,197 00 685,006 00 00 685,006 00 
Papal States......-. sae Sate oe i 6,485 17,079 23,564 00 | 28,066 00 1,064 00 | 29,130 00 
France .seeeseeeeeevers 1,125,257 842,645 1,967,902 00 |  2,066.600 00 519,199 00 2,585,799 00 
Greece... 24,896 4,954 29,850 00 | 77,526 00 14,995 00 | 92,524 00 
Norway .. 85,156 51,551 136,707 00 | 134,369 00 164,649 00 | 299,018 00 
ee 557,347 365,435 922.782 00 | 793,037 OU oO | 793,037 00 | 
Roumania. | 159,005 50,328 209,333 O00 275,037 00 8,521 00 283,558 00 
Holland..... 123.878 107,623 231.501 00 $10,905 00 82.737 00 393,642 00 
Ser eGOM..0ccscecsocces ove 124,520 | 92,254 201,780 00 7,000 00 | 229,280 00 
RUSSIA..-ccscee crore 00 2,161,474 234,079 2,395, ¢ 1,650,206 06 243,697 00 1,893,903 OO 
Switzerland... ‘ Sn 'nen tad 104,089 93,492 | yor 184,620 00 26,045 00 | 210,665 00 
Portugal........ a Siessauek 35,472 16,528 52,000 00 | 73,734 00 1,863 00 | 175,597 OO | 
Re RRON se. aak nae Dinh dale abo Basecans cca vannngeistskceakaindonssgactvin sohbeoes 698,737 343,511 | 1,042,248 00 | 755,817 00 00 755,817 00 
PE RTIDUIEE fc, sincpen be hubs Ceabanevvensseesaveshetevescohned tees coceuideesbisees 22,686 31,041 53,727 00 60,945 00 20,702 00 | 81,647 00 | 
} 
| 
| 


Statement showing the number of messages sent in Great Britain and Ireland and continental Europe, together with the average tolls thereon, 
reduced to United States gold currency. 























Number of messages sent. Average tolls on | 
| 
Countries. (pe ee ee ye ee Ener ; — oe 
s s ee r Internal International 

| Internal. International. | Total. | messages. messages. | 

| 
Great Britain and Ireland........ aiibah laksa deine paiswwnaesamsseunia wii 6s 7.570.018 | 1,514,002 9,084,020 42.5 42.5 
North Germany............000 3,934,184 | 872,688 4,806,872 20.1 83.3 
Austria and Hungary... ace 2,807,958 471,727 3,279,685 32.1 92.6 
RAR sid sscnnameadscdenidaipsn a deosasues 126,429 104,004 230,433 16.0 49.8 
i eh hd shui’ 228, 305 165,722 394,027 24.5 72.5 
SON ANN Is -os teas Scihnahdedn cueaeecpihawsaibelccnyivus scnanhiohawarisesdnases sanwis 1,108,737 205,630 1,314,367 10.8 70.4 
Denmark ... 186,979 80,150 267,129 16.3 61.2 
DEI vs sesesersace 552.010 | 102,277 654,287 29.2 $1 87.6 
P apal States........ ie wet 29 128 34,375 | 63,503 | 22.2 49.6 
Fran aoa bek a aaa aeddine ee 4,085,408 669,235 | 4,754,643 27.5 1 25.9 
Gree aes ike cians Rates 96,213 | 5,553 101,766 25.8 89.2 
TORUBY isisicckas deninchiichheces ° 266,163 } 66,140 332,303 31.9 77.9 
I ce sinned icacetie Ales <td ciel vnagig it eeplah docs itteatan oobcans | 1,450,797 260,361 1,711,158 38.4 | 101.9 

Roumania.. esa 348 862 72,171 421 033 45.5 69.7 | 
Holland ..... deine 949,562 228,882 1,178,444 13.0 7.0 
Swi den... ‘ eosin 373,772 77,340 451,112 33.3 | 1 19.2 
Russia.....cosssee ; 1,875,391 191,214 2,066,605 | $115.2 122.4 
Switzerland... idebpidee cdi ecaimanel 951,337 157,178 1,108,510 10.9 59.4 
Portugal divewideneas ee adds 33,548 21,633 155,181 26.5 | 76.4 
MMII atthe hi tng that dated bada coe se dccils dle abuousshdeasatsshdausanssuseods 288,936 74,784 363.720 2 41.8 459.3 
Wurtemberg.............0000 sisi dic iabien otnehadb oiwkcevaséokendacs auiddigshas stot 149,137 66,045 215,182 15.2 46.9 

i ciishecicss pisos) MELE ee OR A A | 27,512,874 | 5,441,106 32,953,980 $0 36.6 | $1 01.1 | 








Statement showing the receipts and expenditures of the || States two years ago, with a population nearly one || outlay, exclusive of payments to the companies 
telegraph service in Great Britain and Ireland from || third greater than that of the United Kingdom, the || whose lines were purchased, amounted to no less 
February 1, 1870 to March 31, 1871, inclusive, reduced || whole number of messages was about the same. || than £1,397,589; but a part of this is fairly chargea- 
to United States gold currency. Considering the enormous length of our lines, and || ble tocapital account. Mr. Chetwynd estimates the 


Expenditures: \| our vast area of agricultural country in which there || actual working expenses at £170,495, and charges the 
eee f the tel inder, £926,894 li B 
Working expenses &9 9% 195 cannot be a very general popular use 0 the tele- remainder, J20,594, to capital expenditure, sut 
Capital cmuauaiuenian weeny TOM Pat ee relies a | graph, it is evident that the system would be far this is a deceptive classification. Under capital ex- 
; Te a aa ate aN Mn “0 || more expeusive in America than it is in Europe. penditure he places not only the cost of extensions, 

6.763.362 76 ‘But Mr. Creswell’s statement of the pecuniary || amounting, qs well as we can make it out, to £178,933, 
‘ aD 9 “if 


result of the consolidation in England is not correct. || but all manner of outlay upon the plant, (such as 
He quotes from ‘the official report of Hon. (he is not || the very important item of maintenance and repair, 
an honorable) George Chetwynd, receiver and ac- || for whichthe Western Union Company in America 
countant general of the British office,’ to show the spends $1,000,000 a year,) £177,094 for engineering, 
I have bef, 5 receipts and expenditures for the fiscal year ending || salaries, wages, traveling, and other expenses, 
have before me a detailed statement of the |} March 31, 1871, and gives the following figures: gross || which we should certainly charge to current ex- 
capital and working expenses, which are in- ugorer es. ee llid.;: Pree out, oe penditure, pont money —_— for‘ pees 
’ din ¢ cn crea a ae : 7s. 3id.: net produce, £697,933 16s. 8d., or $3,391,954. || instruction’ and ‘bonuses to learners,’ ’ we refer 
come d 2 and make up statement No. 5, fully Now we have before us the official statement of Mr. || these and various other items to the heads under 
corroborating the statements madein regard to || Chetwynd of the income and expenditure of the || which they really belong, we shall find the expense 
them in the letter of Mr. Prescott; but [ omit || postal telegraphs. not for the fiscal year. bat fer the | of the ritish postad telegraph system during four- 
. ain wie ee ., | fourteen months ending March 31, 1871, and an || teen months to be 21,218,156, and the income £798, - 
the m, as they are too long to be inserted 48 || accompanying report to the chancellor of the ex- || 580, leaving a deficiency of £419,876. That would be 
part of these remarks. On the 18th day of || chequer, by Mr. Frank Ives Scudamore, secretary to || equivalent to a loss of $1,749,091 a year (in gold.) 
December, 1871, the following editorial article | the post office; and both these documents tell a very || instead of the magnificent "net produce’ of $3,301 
appeared in the New York Tribune: different story from the one with which Mr. Creswell || 954 discovered by Mr. Creswell. What confidence 
5 a favors us. It appears from Mr. Chetwynd’s report || can we place in our Pestmaster General’s reasoning 


I i iiss ctasstiideintsirpntscosnemennnaicianictices SEER RT 
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Excess of expenditures over receipts....... $2,898,235 56 








“ The Postal Telegraph.—Mr. Creswell, in hisargu- | that the gross receipts of the fourteen months were | when he has erred so egregiously respecting his 
ro -~ the consolidation of the telegraph system | £1,668,585, from which must be deducted £270,005 || facts ? 
with the post office, relies chiefly upon the experi- | paid to submarine telegraph companies in respect It wi i 

; f 1Ce, leny ? a 2OMé bi aph c ‘ t will thus be see ‘ asserted in th 
ence of Great Britain, where, if hisstatement arecor- | Of collections on their behalf, and allowed to post- | be seen, as I asserted in th 


rect, the Government has derived fromitstelegraphs , masters and others for delivery of messages and || Opening of these remarks, that the Postmaster 
. ad ies hier = ne rdol ee that: perenne || [ear er pasment out,’ wh po . re oars the || General is either wholly ignorant of the facts 
ore than three milliondollars. If that weretrue,it | item of ‘payments out,’ which Mr. Creswell com- || .. whic 2 ag anii an CC yreas 
would be no rule for us. Great Britain is a compact mitted the extraordinary blunder of supposing to - oo which he in ete to enlighte =n ty 
little manufacturing island, where the lines areshort | be the gross expenditure; and the residuary £798,580 || and the country, or he is trying to deceive both 
mew he nore Britich £ to the whale popaleton is iapresents. not sha nes pene, but the gross rey — for the purpose of obtaining additional power 
‘ry high. The british figures quoted by Mr. Cres- Mr. Creswell, in short, has not got at the expend- ners » le . 
well represent aun annual transmission of about | iture at all. i} — Re chee - —_ Oe a am a 
thirteen million messages, exclusive of the volumin- “What the cost of working the lines has been || Probable than the former. He has too much 
ous news dispatches to the press; whilein the United | is not clear from the British reports, The whole || sense not to know that itis and always will 
3 j 
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be impossible to send messages from New 
Y ork San Franci-co for twenty cents with 
out taxing the people to pay the additio 

cost over the charge made | am not blind to 
the difficulties and abuses that may spring up 
under the present system, norto the mon poly 
wh hthe We tern Union Company i evidently 
acquiring over the whole telegraphic system 
of the country I wish some method could 


be devised to check the growth and power ¢ { 


1 monster monopolies, but lam not pre- 
pared to jump out of the frying-pan into the 
fire by placing omnipotent power into the 
hands of the Government of the United States, 
the most dangerous because the most powerful 


ilized and con 
dated, as it is fast becoming, thus com- 


of all monop lies, wher 


and social een 
eorship, which wi uld, In my jua 


‘al 
bining a political, commercial, 


lgment, soon 
prove fatal to free institution | would like 
to see greatrailroa le rporatio  likethe Penn 
sylvania Central and the transcontinental lines, 
curbed in some way, but | would regard it as 
a great calamity to see the United States take 
the control and management of them. I op 
pose the present movement and all kindred 


schemes earnestly and firmly, because I regard 


the monopolizing, centralizing, ¢ »nsolidating 
spirit which has for the last few years per 
vaded the legislation of Congress as the most 
dangerous symptom which the late civil war 
has developed | do not know that it can be 


checked. 
When IT saw ten States of this Union con 
verted into military satrapies in time of pro 


found peace, their white men disfranchised || 


and the ballot putinto the hands ot the negroas, 
and they driven to the polls and forced to vote 
for men not even citizens of the tate, and 
thus neutralize in Congress the votes of the 
States that were free; when | saw them not 
only reconstructed, but as in the case of Geor- 
giare reconstructs d, simply because they voted 
avainst General Grant; when I| saw the Su- 
preme Court of the United States first threat 
ened with annihilation, then reorganized to 
carry out party ends, and the then President 
fully impeached because he was 
an obstacle in the way of revolution; 


almost succe 


negro sul 


frage imposed upon all the States against their | 


consent by coerced votes cast in coerced mili- 
tary districts, and one by one the old land 


marks of the Constitution cast down and 


trampled upon, and the men who did these | 


things still trusted with place and power, | 
countess my faith in the capacity of the people 
for self-government was shaken; and when | 
heard it announced by the chairman of the 
leading committee of this House that in the 
collection of the internal revenue on distilled 
spirits alone, three years ago, $100,000,000 
was stolen by or with the connivance of 


Government olficials, | almost felt as though | 


‘*T] had no faith in human nature.”’ But 
when I saw, as we all did in the fall of 1869, 
a Secretary of the Interior dismissed by the 
President from his high office solely, upon 
the ground, as the country understands it, that 
he A not allow his employés to be taxed, 
and a percentage taken out of the wages hon- 
estly earned nae necessary for the sup port of 
their families, for the cor rupt purpose of con- | 
trolling congressional elections by the money 
thus coerced, I felt that mortification was | 
fast reaching the vitals of the body-politic; and 
I know that if in the pane debased and 
demoralized condition of the Government we 
take governmental control and possession of 
it e telegraph system, adding twenty-five thou- 
sand more serfs to be taxed and driven to the 
calle under the lash of the Administration, that 
a will be followed by taking control of the | 
railroads, under pretense of regulating com- | 
merece between the States, and tens of thou- 
sands of other tools of the Government, hold- 
ing their places only on condition of abject 
political subserviency, will soon beadded, until | 
the people’s voice will be heard no more, or 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


masters, the bayonet will enforce obedience, 
and *‘let us have peace”’ will have the 
guificance all over the country it has had for 
five years over the unfortunate, defenseless, 
and downtrodden southern States. I protest 
against any further Tederal 
aggression on the rights and liberties of the 
States and the people, against any further 
interference with ‘thei ir private 
and against all such further attempts at 
consolidation and centralization as this meas- 
ure proposes. 

1 will not detain the House further, having 
agreed to yield forafew moments to my frie nd 
from Missouri [Mr. WELLS] and another gen- 
tleman. 

Mr. DAWES. I presume the House will 
indulge me, without taking up any of the time 
which my friend from Kentucky has promised 
to his friends, in a few moments’ remarks. 

Mr. BECK. I have no doubt it will. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
tion to the arrangement proposed extending 
the time of the gentleman from Kentucky for 
a few minutes? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. DAWES. Is the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky through? 

Mr. BECK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAWES. I had no desire to interrupt 
any arrangement which the gentleman had 

| made with his friends, nor would I have pushed 
myself between him and the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. WELLS. ] 

Mr. BECK. The House has extended my 
time. 

Mr. DAWES. 


from Kentucky says is 


same 


here and now 


business con 
cerns, 


calculated to attract 


the attention of the country, and his known | 


ability and candor and freedom (to the extent 
that the lot of humanity will admit) from 


partisanship in the consideration of public | 
questions will undoubtedly insure for the || 


speech which he has made more extensive 


perusal than anything which it would be pos- | 


sible for me to say, and therefore it is that 


| have listened with great interest, and have | 
waited with still more interest to see if my | 
friend had elaborated any plan or remedy for | 


the existing state of things. 

Mr. BECK Certainly not. 

Mr. DAWES. I regret all the more that a 
gentleman of his ability, seeing the defects in 
the plan proposed by the Postmaster General, 
in which he knows himself that you and I, 
Mr. Speaker, agree with him most heartily 
||} as to their existence and as to their force, 
perceives no remedy afier all, but contents 
himself with leaving matters as they are. | 
ask him to look at this view of the case: I 


great impropriety and danger of the plan 
suggested by the Postmaster General. 
not understand him to decry the telegraph 
system, or to desire to curtail it. But, on 
| the other band, I know that the gentleman 
feels, as does every other intelligent man in 
the country, that this telegraph system is yet 


almost in its infancy; it is yet further to be | 
not only over this | 
great country, but over the whole v orld, so | 


developed and extended, 
that it shall embrace the utmost cor ‘ines of 
this planet in its reach and its effects. Now, 
if all the evils that the gentleman has pre- 


dicted are to flow from the taking possession | 


by the Government of the United States of 
the telegraph system of the country, and they 
do exist, what is the remedy? Is it to leave 
that whole power in the hands of an irresponsi- 
ble corporation whose head is in Wall street, 
and whose arms extend around the globe? 
Has my friend no remedy for this, no alterna- 
tive for this? Does he not see that while he 
says—and I agree with him in the truth of his 
sitatement—that up to this hour there has been 
no occasion of complaint as to the manner in 
which this corporation has administered its 
great functions, (and that so long as itis under 

| the control of ita present head probably there 


if heovd in opposition to the orders of their |! will not be any such complaint, ) yet the power 


Is there objec- | 


Whatever the gentleman | 


| agree with him in all that he has said of the || 


I do | 
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— 
| which is inherent in the system itself, go Cay 
ble of abuse, so unsafe to be reposed ey g 
Postmaster Gener nme 
officer, now rests wit h him in W all 
prompted by all the considerations th y 
be m: ade to be ‘ar upon the r ostmaster G, 
whether they be ‘politic: al or pecuniary, a4 
liable to all the temptations, and liable { oe 


the deviations from an upright course tha 
Postmaster General can be? 


al or any other gover: 


it} 


And you can ' 
| no man at the head of this institation wh, 

i] stand there not expos sed to pecuniary tem) 
tions. And if the agents of the Postma. 
General can by the ear obtain possession of ; 
most secret messages—whether they 
| ical messages, or messages 


wil 


be | yD 
involving ma 
interests of the most secret characte on CLL a 
| the markets of the world—so can the agents ing 
| one single man, responsible to no mortal but 
those who employ him, not responsible, as tha 
Postmastet General must be, Lo the great y 


ple of the country for his administration 6f 


yt 
nail to that extent more of a tyrant and more 
of a despot than it is possible to make 4 
Postmaster General. 
| Mr. NIBLACK. Will the gentleman allow 
me to interrupt him a moment? 

Mr. DAWES. Certainly. 

| Mr. NIBLACK. The gentleman is nowy 
approaching what I think is one of the m 
| serious points involved in this whole cout 
| versy. If nowa telegraph operator or anybod; 
connected with the transmission of messac 


should develop anything to the injury of any 
|| body, or should make any mistake that may 
result in damage to anybody, or be in any way 
| detrimental to “his interests, he has a remedy 
| against the corporation, whereas if such 
damage should be inflicted by any one in the 
employ of the Government there is no remedy, 
As an instance in point, I would refer to the 
Post Office Department at present. Valuable 
|| letters are registered and sent through the 
post office, and should one be stolen or lost 
there is no remedy. But if such a as 
any valuable package is sent by an exore; 
agent and lost, stolen, or delayed, we have a 
remedy against the corporation of which he is 
the agent. Ihe one is responsible, the other 
is irresponsible, so far as the courts of the 
country are concerned. 

Mr. DAWES. I am trying to look beyond 
the mere pecuniary advantage or loss that is 
bound up in a single message, to the power 
that rests in one individual at one point, irre 
sponsible to anybody but the stockholders of 
his corporation, by which he can convuls: 

business of this country and of the world wh: 
| he comes to connect himself with every enter 
prise On every business current in the world— 
sitting, if | may use the figure, at the helm 
of every business enterprise, and holding its 
tiller in his hand. 

Now, though I have no more inclination fo: 
the system proposed by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral than has the gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Beck, ] and though I have no idea that | 
shall ever be drawn into the support of it until 
after he has been, still I ask him, because | 
want to know, if a man of his intelligence and 
his ability has been able to see a remedy ; and 
I get from him the confession that he sees no 
remedy for this condition of things. Itis not 
for the purpose of weakening or impairing 
any argument that my distinguished friend 
from Kentucky has brought against the ide : 
that it is safe forthe Government of the United 
States to hold asa private enterprise the tel: 
graph systems of the country, not that it isa 
matter of economy that they should do it ; but! 
beg my friend to turn his attention to the great 
question looming up in the near future touch: 
ing, not telegraphs alone, but that other grea 
combination that is soouer or later to shake 
the foundation of Government in this coun- 
try—the railroad combinations of this land 
| And is there remedy for that? 

Now, sir, I fail to see why it may not be safe 
| for the Government so far to take hold of this 
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ection as to put the telegraphing of the coun- 
a in such a condition that the Government 


may advertise for terms upon which telegraphic | 


messages Shall be sent throughout the land, 


‘ict as it advertises for terms upon which 


messages Shall be transmitted by mail. When || 


che telegraphing of the country is put in such 
condition that it shall not be under the con- 
trol of @ solitary corporation ; when there can 
be competition in the bids presented for tele- 
rraphing, the man or the corporation who will 
send telegraphic messages throughout the land 
at the cheapest rates can have the business of 
joing 80. This | understand to be the general 
purpose of the proposition of Mr. Hubbard, 
which my friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Becx, ] 
‘) his able speech, has incidentally contro- 
verted. I do not see my way quite clear to 
approve all the details of Mr. Hubbard’s plan, 
ut Ido see in that plan the dawn of some 
relief from the existing condition of things, 
which to me seems worse, if possible, than 
that which the gentleman from Kentucky ap- 
yrehends may result from the administration 
by the Postmaster General of the telegraphic 
system of the country. 
“Out of the idea of Mr. Hubbard there can 
be elaborated it seems to me some such prop- 
osition as will introduce competition into the 
telegraphing of the country; and when that 
competition exists the Government may so 
far take cognizance of the plan of sending 
messages by telegraph as it does of the carry- 
ing of Communications by mail. In other 
words, the Government may advertise for 
parties who will send messages most cheaply ; 
and these messages will be carried under the 
supervision of the Government just as mes- 
sages by mail are now carried. 

| wish to repel the intimation which the 

gentleman from Kentucky has made, that Mr. 
Hubbard is here struggling to make a private 
fortune, or to relieve himself and those con- 
nected with him from the embarrassment which 
has fallen upon insolvent corporations that 
have been struggling for an existence these 
many years against this giant corporation— 
a corporation well administered, | admit, up 
to this time, and likely to be so long as it may 
be under the control of its present head. I[ 
do not understand Mr. Hubbard to be here 
with any such end as the gentleman from 
Kentucky has intimated, but simply to be 
possessed of this idea to which I have imper- 
fectly alluded, and endeavoring to elaborate 
and work it out to such a form that he and 
those associated with him may be able to offer 
ateasible plan by which, when perfected, the 
sending of telegraphic communications in this 
country shall be open to competition regulated 
by law to the same extent and no further than 
the transmission of mail matter is now regu 
lated by law in this country. Thereby pro- 
tection will be afforded to those who use the 
telegraph against all attempts that it is pos- 
sible for one man, however well disposed, to 
make toward using the telegraph either as 
& political engine or as an engine in the man- 
agement of material pursuits, in amassing 
wealth by influencing the stock markets of the 
country and the world, or carrying on, upon 
the flood of a momentary excitement, any 
other scheme to which the exigencies of the 
country may give scope, and which the pas- 
sions and purposes of men are liable at any 
ime to suggest. 

Mr. Speaker, I was intensely interested in 
the remarks of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
as I have been in everything that he has sub- 
mitted to the House upon these great ques- 
tions. I did notrise to militate one iota against 
those considerations which he has suggested 
in reference to this scheme, except so far as 
he has found it necessary, { am sorry to say, 
to reflect upon the integrity of officials who 
have presented this plan. My purpose was 
merely to beg of him and those who may be 
attracted by the considerations which he has 
urged, to look upon the other side of the pie- 





| 
j 
| 


| 
' 
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ture and see whether all that is left to us is 
the alternative of settling down in the confi- 
dence we have in the integrity and honor 
of the officials of an existing corporation, or 
| whether it may not be possible to elaborate 
some such plan as that of Mr. Hubbard, or 


|| something akin to it. 








Mr. BECK. If I did in my remarks reflect 
on Mr. Hubbard, I retract any such reflection. 
lintended to speak of him as an attorney, 
advocating the claims of other parties; not as 
one of them, but merely an able, honest, earn- 
est attorney. 

Mr. DAWES. So I understood him to try 
to separate the gentleman’s personal character 
from his official relations. If he is attorney 
for any corporation that is insolvent, why is it 
insolvent? 

Mr. BECK. Because it has been swallowed 
up, I am sorry to say, by that mammoth cor- 
poration, the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
pany, which, by underbidding, has entirely 
driven it out of the field. 

Mr. DAWES. 
of old in those of Delilah, my friend lies down 
content. 

Mr. BECK. I wish to say that I have no 
more desire to be the advocate of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, nor of the Penn- 
sylvania Central Railroad Company, nor of 
any other overshadowing corporation, than the 
gentleman has, because I think we are going 
to become, if we are not now, one of the worst 
corporation-ridden people upon the face of the 
earth, and I can only regret that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, after complaining of 
my failure to do so, did not indicate any more 
fully and clearly than myself some remedy for 
the growing evil. I am less afraid of these 
big corporations, however, than I am of this 


gigantic corporation, the Government of the | 


United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentle- 
man from Kentucky has still twenty-five min 
utes of his time left. 

Mr. BECK. I will yield to the gentleman 
from Missouri, [Mr. WELLs. ] 


TERRITORY OF OKLAHAMA, 


Mr. WELLS. I am obliged to my friend 
from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] for his kindness 
in yielding to me. 

Mr. Speaker, the bill providing for the 
organization of the~Territory of Oklahama, 
offered by meand referred to the Committee on 
Territories, is not only of importance as directly 
affecting the interests of the four States—Mis- 
souri, Kansas, Arkansas, and Texas—which 
form a large portion of its boundaries, but it 
is a proposition of deep interest to the people 
of the Mississippi valley as affecting the great 
lines of internal intercourse, and to the people 
of the whole country as proposing the only 
possible solution of a vaca problem, the 
ultimate disposal of which cannot be much 
longer delayed. 

I will not engage the attention of the House 
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can exist within our own nation, deriving their 
life and support from this Government, and 
yet form no part of it; nor, even if the theory be 
carried to its legitimate conclusion, be at all 
subject to its internal police laws, save when 
that police is administered as a right of war. 
From such an anomalous position a nation 
must recede, even at the expense of violating 
the letter of treaties—if compacts with subjects 
can be called treaties—or it must surrender 
the principle of inherent sovereignty upon 
which its own existence depends. 

In the consideration of these Indian treaties, 
therefore, I prefer to be governed rather by the 
spirit than the letter thereof, and to rather ree- 
ognize the Indian as a possible citizen, than as a 
child-like ward or an implacable enemy. In 
so far, too, | believe that, despite the nominal 
maintenance of the treaties by the Indian 
department, this position has been assumed by 
the United States courts in adjudging guilty of 
misdemeanor those who have violated the 
internal revenue laws upon this reserved land 
of the Indian, even when such violation has 
been tacitly, at least, approved by the tribes 
or nations which claim exclusive ownership of 
and jurisdiction over the land and the people 
residing thereon. Certainly where the tax- 
gatherer and informer may go in violation of 


| treaties, we may proceed in the extending of 


more noble attributes of civilization. 
Sir, a glance at the map will show the error 


| of those who, in the removal of the Cherokees, 
| Choctaws, and other tribes from the east to 


to discuss the mere legal doubts which have | 


always been raised whenever an attempt has | 


been made to legislate in relation to the In- 
dian treaties. It is possible that by a strict 
interpretation of phrases those treaties have 
created, or rather have sought to create, cer- 
tain distinct nationalities, and have sought to 
recognize in certain Indian tribes an inherent 
right to and ownership in common of a portion 
of the soil of the country, a possession from 
which they may not be diverted without the 
commitment of an assured legal force, arbi- 
trary and therefore repugnant to the terms of 
the treaties. 
not in any material respect differ from that by 
which the aborigines at one time held the land 
upon which this Capitol stands; and to admit 
| that these treaties are beyond the power of 
| Congress to amend, change, or set aside, is to 
| create a new lien upon all property in the 
| country, and to assert that a nation or nations 
| with distinct customs, rights, and privileges 





This possession, however, does | 





the west side of the Mississippi, deemed that 
in locating them anew west of the Arkansas 
and Missouri State lines they had placed them 
beyond the march of civilization, and in a re- 
gion which could be closed against intrusion 
by lines of commerce and national intercom- 
munication. The Indian possession of the 
State of New York would be no greater bar- 
rier to commerce and communication between 
the people of New England and those of Ohio, 
indiana, Kentucky, and Illinois, than the ex 
clusive possession by that race of the Indian 
territory as common and undivisible prop- 
erty does between the people of Texas and 
New Mexico and those of Missouri, Kansas, 
Nebraska, lowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 
Illinois. The closing of the State of New York 


by such possession, and the sundering o! the 
| water communication between the great lakes 





and the Atlantic, would be scarcely a greater 
calamity to the commerce of the Union than 
will be the irrevocable setting aside of a large 
terriiory of fertile country in the very center 
of the western portion of the Mississippi valley, 
and creating an impassable barrier between 
the grain-producing regions of the Northwest 
and the cotton and sugar-producing lands of 
the Gulf regions, between the wool product of 


| the extreme West and the manufacturers of the 


East, preventing the completion of a midland 
route to the Pacific, and delaying for scores of 
years the settlement of Arizona and New Mex- 
ico, and the development of the varied mineral 
resources of these vast Territories. Not only 
80, but should the project, which seems to find 
favor in some quarters, to extend those reserva- 
tions and gather thereon other tribes of Indians, 
including the warlike Comanches, Arapahoes, 
&c., be carried into effect, the States which now 
form the boundaries of this proposed new Ter- 
ritory would forever remain border States. in 
that event neither Missouri. ‘Texas, Arkansas, 
nor Kansas, could hope to develope the bor- 
der portion of their domain; their inhabitants 
would never be free from apprehension of an 
Indian war; the personal property of their citi- 
zens would never be free from the depredation 
of predatory strife, for where you by law ex- 


| clude civilization you cannot cultivate moral 


i 


responsibility; and, lacking the facilities for 
cheaply transporting the product of their fields 
to the markets most requiring them, cultiva- 
tion would be neglected, and a portion of the 
country the richest and fairest, as it is the 
most central of all its domain, would be 
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doomed to a mere backwoods existence. until || refusal of all participation in the General Gov- 
the poverty following ignorance, the feuds en- || ernment except at the cost of abandoning their 


gendered by lawless life, the diseases arising 
trom forced idleness and restraint from accus- 
tomed pursuits unrelieved by preparation for 


race ; and now, while it is claimed that this 
| elevation may not be accorded to them, it 1s 


| not denied that other and less civilized tribes 


other occupation, would slowly decimate the || may be forced into communication with them, 


victims of national sentimentality, leaving |} 
broad tracts capable of awakening the industry || 
of communities, as large as some of the sea- | 
board States, to the possession of a few scat- 


and be placed upon adjacent reservations, to 
be governed by the same agents and to share 
in the same mockery of self-government so 
long as it be done in the form of independent, 


| 


tered representatives of a race, and the ulti- || but the terrible subjectiveness of conquered 


mate spoliation of renegade white men, willing | 


to sink their birthright by adoption into 


another race for the sake of seizing the rever- | 


sionary interest in jts lands. 

To any one familiar with the westward pro- 
gress of civilization, it is evident that the area 
of wheat cultivation 1 j 
direction. It center has already passed beyond 
Ohio. and within a few years will be found west 
of Missouri. The center of corn production 
and consequently of animal production tends 
rapidly in the same direction. On the north 


: : 
cured meats for southern consumption must be | 
manufactured, and on the south, with its wide | 


stretch of natural pasture lands, must be reared 


the beeves to supply the wants of the more | 


northern and eastern States, yet to close com- 
munication between these sections is to delay 
production upon either side of the boundary 
line, and it follows you cannot reduce Missouri, 
Kansas, and Arkansas to the position of border 
States without delaying production in the States 


north and south thereof, which States, denied | 


direet communication and interchange of pro- 
ducts upon short and therefore cheap lines of 


transportation, burdened by States partially | 


their own development, must seek remunera 
tion in higher prices from others. 

Whatever adds to the cost of producing cot- 
ton in any considerable portion of the country 
affects the value of that staple in all portions, 
and to deny to the cotton producer of Texas 
direct access to food-supplying regions is to 
increase the cost of such production ; to deny 
the farmer of Nebraska, Kansas, and other por- 
tions of the Northwest, directand cheap com- 
munication with the South, by the maintenance 
of a political wall midway across the country, 


is to injuriously affect not only them but every | 
inhabitant of the North and Kast, who will be | 


still further burdened by a forced carrying of 
their beef supply by circuitous routes as well 
as by a restriction of if nota diminution in the 
area of its production. 

[ have said, sir, that where civilization is 
excluded, moral responsibility cannot be culti- 
vated. I should, perhaps, have said that where 
self dependence is rejected civil zation cannot 
be assured ; that the buying of hoes and spades, 
the giving of harness, the consignment of 
plows, the subsidizing of carpenters and black- 
smiths, and even the erection of school-houses 
and churches, and the employment of teachers 
and the clergy, will fail to elevate the Indian 
into manhood and cultivate in him those ele- 
ments of self-independence which form the 


basis of republican citizenship, the submission | 


to no authority except that of law and order, 
not even that of self-will and self-indulgence. 
It is in this respect, to my apprehension, that 
80 
treaties with the Choctaws, Cherokees, and 
their associated tribes, the Government has 
broken, if not well nigh destroyed, the spirit 
thereof. Promised civilization, they have been 
given only its husks ; placed in possession of a 
vast property, sedulous care has been taken that 
they should neither understand nor realize its 
value. 


articles for common playthings, yet refuse 
to allow them, even by common consent, to 
divide them into individual ownership or to | 
utilize the value thereof for their own benefit 
or that of others. They have been hedged 
in by restrictions, prevented from developing 
their own capability for self-government, by a 


| 
‘They have in all respects been treated | 


like a bevy of children, to whom we give costly 
| 
| 
i 
| 


extending only in that | 


fur, while caviling over the letter of the | 


| 


and abased nationalities. 

It is this mistake that is sought to be cor- 
rected in the bill to provide for the organization 
of the Territory of Oklabama. 

The bill in its provisions differs in no re- 
spect from that forthe government of other 
‘Territories, except in so far as it is forced to 
deal with asemi-government already in force, 
and with rights of property acquired under the 
treaties by virtue of which the Indians settled 
| in that region. It provides for elections to be 
held, in which the tribes shall first have the 
representation to which they may be numer- 
ically entitled ; it recognizes their tribal dis- 
tinclions and customs in the first election, 
permits the representatives so elected to pro- 
vide for other elections, and prevents the 
foreed increase of population in said Territory 
and representation in its council through the 
removal of other and alien tribes thereto. It 
frankly and fully admits the right of property 
in the assembled tribes to all lands in the 
Territory, but as the national Government is 
|| the natural guardian of the tribes, it places that 
| property in a position that it may be utilized 

tor the benefit of each individual member 





| 





leveloped, and hampered and thwarted in || thereof, while it stimulates self-respect by 


providing for individual ownership. It first 
secures to each member of the tribes, male or 
female, adult or infant, one hundred and sixty 
acres of land, giving to those who have made 
improvements the prior right to that section 
upon which such improvements are situate ; 
and if such improvements cover more than a 
quarter of a section, the right to purchase the 
remainder at a minimum valuation. 
ample reservations for school and religious pur- 
poses, prevents for a term of years the aliena- 
tion of titles of land selected by Indians, and 
provides for the sale of the remaining lands at 
a price not les than $1 25 per acre, the pro- 
|| ceeds to be scrupulously set aside for the sole 
benefit of the Indians, their education, the 
erection of buildings, and the purchase or ma- 
chinery, tools, &c., needed for the develop- 
|| ment or cultivation of their lands. 

|| ‘The bill, therefore, so far from taking from 
| the tribes any portion of their property, sim- 
1 ply proposes to make available so much thereof 
|| as now lies waste, and while adding to and 
|| extending the area of cultivated territory, to 
induce cultivation of the lands which will then 
| be retained by tbe Indians, by furnishing mate- 
| rial aid for its development through education 
and proper appliances for work; by opening 
the country and thereby affording facilities for 
transporting products to markets; by exciting 
emulation; by creating the respect incident to 





|| citizenship; by infusing the incentive of indi- | 


|| vidual proprietorship of the soil and ownership 
| of the crops grown thereon. 

| Further, this bill will make the Indians now 
| settled in the Indian territory the wealthiest 
| people in this nation by securing to them the 
rightful use of the valuable property now in their 
possession, but unused and unavailable. I base 
this assertion upon statistics presented by 
Colonel E. C. Boudinot, of the Cherokee 
nation, in a speech delivered at Vinita (Cher- 
okee nation) lastSeptember. That gentleman 
states the number of acres in the Indian ter- 
ritory at forty-eight millions, and the inhabit- 
ants at sixty thousand—a territory of upward 
of seventy-two thousand square miles, five thou- 
sand more than in the State of Missouri, which 





It makes 


ee 





is the largest in area, except Texas, in the | 


Union. It will be seen, therefore, that after 


|| securing to each inhabitant the one hundred 
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and sixty acres of selected land there Would 
remain to be sold 38,400,000 acres, which wo, ld 
at the minimum price established in this bil 
amount to $48,000,000, yielding at five »,., 
cent. a yearly subsidy of $2,400,000—for4, 
dollars per individual, or, estimating familic 
to average four persons each, $160 per fam; E 
Here, then, by this bill each family is secured 
a homestead of six hundred and forty acres 
inalienable for ten years, the value of which— 
the homesteads being selected before any |gy 
are offered for sale, and having, as they dow|y. 
less will, close proximity to valuable wato- 
courses, or to two of the most important ral 
roads in the country—cannot be estimated at 
less than five dollars per acre (or $3,200 ex; h) 
and an annual annuity of $160. Compared 
with the average family possessions of the mow: 
prosperous of the eastern States, this would be 
wealth indeed ; the assessed real and persona 
property of each family in Ohio, including the 
citiesas well as the country, being only $2.97]. 
that of Massachusetts only $3,670, or but atrifle 
more than the valueof the real estate regeryed 
to each family to be included in the Territory 
of Oklahama. Certainly to such a proposition 
as this the term ‘‘robbery”’ will not apply: 
against it the objection of wrongful conversio, 
of private property for public use will not lay. 
No right that this Government ean accord jo 
the most favored citizen is refused; no loop. 
hole by which the most ignorant can be be 
trayed into loss. 

This, sir, therefore seems to me a proper 
solution of the Indian question, as it disposes 
finally of the anomaly of conflicting national- 
ities ; as it opens the pathway of civilization 
toward our rich possessions in the Southwest, 
affords direct communication between the peo- 
ple of the Northwest and the vast cotton- pro 
ducing regton west of the Mississippi, removes 
from four of the principal States of the Union 
the curse of border life, prepares for the more 
speedy settlement and development of New 
Mexico and Arizona, prevents the closing of 
an important route to the Pacific ocean, and 
places the Indian in a position where he may 
acquire a right of citizenship and the power 
to prolong his race by competing with the 
white man on equal terms as to self-govern 
ment and respect to laws which must and wil! 
be enforced, even if that race be extinguished 
thereby. 


ds 
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THE TARIFF AND PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania. As the 
question of the tariff, with its concomitant 
issues of free trade and protection, has again 
presented itself before Congress and is awaken 
ing great interest both among free-traders and 
protectionists, | desire to make some remarks 
concerning itas affecting not alone the interests 
of my constituency and State but of the 
nation. 

Denunciation of Pennsylvania and of Penn- 
sylvania manufacturers has been the favorite 
theme of gentlemen with free-trade proclivities, 
not only in this Congress but in the last, and in 
others that have preceded it in the last decade. 

The industrial interests of that State have 
been denounced, her manufacturers have been 
reviled as monopolists, and their services to 
the country, in adding to the wealth of the 
nation in the production of cheap coal, iron, 
woolen, and cotton manufactures, have been 
decried as means whereby the rich have been 
made richer and the poor have been made 
poorer. 

The tariff of duties on foreign manufactures 
similar to her own has been assailed with great 
virulence as imposing a tax which not only 
affects the price of the articles imported, but 
increases the price of all similar articles which 
may be manufactured throughout the Union, 
and is declared to be that much of an addi- 
tional burden upon the industry of the people. 
This is the old demagogical cry in which men 
indulge who have no sound arguments to sus- 
tain their antagonistic doctrines, and who prefer 
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to appeal to the passions and prejudices of the 
masses rather than to their reason and their 
judgment. It is easy to inflame a multitude 
by depicting in vivid colors their supposed 
wrongs, and an artful assailant may excite 
unfounded prejudices which the wisdom of 
statesmen cannot allay. — a 

~ Pennsylvania and her industrious citizens 
need no defense at my hands. Her record is 
before the world. Her energetic capitalists, 
by their enterprise and industry, have fur- 
pished the nation great staples of wealth in 
coal and iron, and have rendered her people 
prosperous, contented, and happy. Her 
mechanics and artisans have steady work at 
good wages. Her farmers have a remunera- 
tive market within a reasonable distance of 
their homes, and the manufacturer and the 
farmer being placed side by side, each has a 
fair reward for the labor of his hands. 

Such a scene of prosperity is nowhere to 
be witnessed except 1n those countries whose 
Governments have taken care to protect the 
industries of their own people, preferring their 
labor to that of foreigners, while in countries 
like Ireland and Turkey, where practical free 
trade prevails, poverty of the masses is the rule 
and prosperity the exception. 

It comes with an ili grace from gentlemen 
of free-trade sentiments, who represent the 
great commercial cities, to complain of mo- 
nopolists and monopolies. They enjoy a 
monopoly of the coasting trade and other 
matters. 

By the act of 1817 ‘‘no goods, wares, or 
merchandise shall be imported, under penalty 
of forfeiture thereof, from one port of the 
United States to another port of the United 
States in a vessel belonging wholly or in part 
to a subject of any foreign Power.”’ 

No foreigner can sell to us, however cheap, 
orown any part of a vessel engaged in that 
trade. 

So, too, the master of any vessel engaged 
in the coasting trade must be a citizen of the 
United States. 

By these laws all foreign competition is 
prohibited, and the whole Atlantic coasting 
trade is in the hands of a few individuals, 
the greater part of whom are citizens of 
New York. 

If foreign competition in building vessels 
for that trade or in manning and navigating 
them should be allowed, I have no doubt 
foreigners would, for a time at least, carry the 
trade from one part of our country io another 
at less rates than it is carried now, but by the 
navigation laws the privileges of the coasting 
trade are vested in a few hands, and there is 
nothing to keep down the cost of freight except 
domestic competition. Where that competi- 
tion is restricted, it is easy to make combina. 
tions to keep up prices, and the sea-going carry- 
ing trade being cheaper than railroad transport- 
ation, it feels little apprehension of successful 
rivalry. In addition to these privileges the 
Government expends from fifteen to twenty 
million dollars annually for the support of the 
Navy, whose principal object is the protection 
ol commerce, and consequently for the benefit 
immediately of the few who are engaged 
therein. 

Here, then, are instances of a direct inter- 
ference by the national Government in com- 
mercial matters for the benefit of small classes 
of individuals, giving them direct protection ; 
yet I have never heard uttered a word of oppo- 


sition by gentlemen from the commercial cities | 


against these exclusive privileges. Now, I do 
not object to this. On the contrary, I rejoice 
that our laws are such as to give the home trade 
to our own people. It is to this principle that 
Great Britain and France owe much of their 
commercial greatness. I merely mention it to 
show that while the gentlemen from the great 
commercial emporium denounce Pennsylvania 
for her ‘‘ monopoly,’’ as they are pleased to 
term it, of coal and iron, they shouldat the same 
time denounce the ship-owners of New York 





| 
| 








and other commercial cities who enjoy the | 
coasting-trade monopoly. 

In addition to these privileges the free-trade 
city of New York has managed to secure an | 
undue proportion of the benefits granted by 
the national banking laws. By the act of 1863 
one half of the currency created by those laws 
was to be divided among the States according 
| to population, and the other half according to 
their banking capital, resources, and business. 
After this apportionment was made, the law 
of 1866 allowed all the State banks to become 
national banks. This made distribution of 
currency disproportionate, and New York city 
| obtained more than her share of the national 


the Currency for 1866. ) 

Before the national bank act was passed New 
York city never could sustain more than 
$10,000,000 of currency, asthe reports on the 
finances show. By the Comptroller's report 
for 1870, she had $33,000,000 of circulation, 
being a direct gain of $23,000,000 of working 
capital through the intervention of those acts 
alone. 


report, $7 62 per head. Of that circulation 
Philadelphia had $16 42 per head, while New 
York city had $85 21 per head. ‘The surplus 
fund and profits of all the banks averaged only 
$3 44 per head; those of Philadelphia were 
$12 per head, while those of New York city 
were $30 64 per head. It may be said, how- 


lated, was entitled to a large amount of circu- 
lation, but it should be remembered that in 
great cities there is much less need, propor- 
| tionately, for currency than in sparsely popu- 
lated districts; for in cities the greater part 
of the business is done by bank checks; and 
as her population is but about one fortieth of 


monopolized even more than the lion’s share. 
This is far beyond what she is justly entitled 
to under the law, and she enjoys it at the 
expense of other and less-favored portions of 
the nation. 
| any duties on imports affurd to any State, 
because it is a monopoly of the life-blood of 


managed, it exercises the worst possible influ- 
ence on all the industry of the country. 

AsI said awhile ago, before the national 
currency act was passed New York city could 
not steadily employ $10,000,000 of circula- 
tion, because her notes were soon brought 
back for redemption if there were any issues 
for speculative purposes, but under the new 
system her circulation, not coming back on 
her for redemption, enables her to loan at 
least $20,000,000 to speculators and stock 
gamblers, whose efforts to make ‘* corners’? or 
to **bull’’ or ‘‘bear’’ the leading stocks of 


beggar thousauds who were drawn into the 


legitimate branches of industry. If the addi- 
tion to her banking circulation were wisely 
used for legitimate business purposes there 
would be less cause of complaint, but when 
we see daily in the newspapers that ‘call 





loans’’ to speculators are placed at six per | 
| cent. and prime business paper with double | 


names has to pay ten to twelve per cent., it is 
evident that a large portion of this accession 
of circulation is used for the benefit of spec- 
ulators and stock gamblers, and not for the 
business interests of the community. 

But these are not the only monopolies which 
they overlook in their wholesale denunciation 
of Pennsylvania. New York not only enjoys 

| the benetit of monopolizing the good things, 
| the trade and commerce and an undue share 
‘ 





of the currency of the country, but she enjoys 
the bad eminence of a monopoly of great 


financial crime. Of this monopoly, however, 


| 


bank currency. (See report of Comptroller of 


The proportion of national circulation to the | 
whole population of the nation was, by that | 


ever, that New York, being so densely popu- || 


the population of the Union, and she has one | 
ninth of the whole bank circulation, she has | 
It is more of a monopoly than | 


internal commerce; aud more than that, as || 


the country and gold have been the occasions | 
of such unfortunate fluctuations in prices asto | 


whirlpool, and to unsettle and distress all the |) 


| no one envies her. Her Tammany Society, 
| her great leading political organization, has 
| been discovered by an indignant people to be 

used in the interest of aden of thieves. Mil- 
| hons of the people’s money have been stolen 
bodily from the coffers of the city and county. 
In two and a half years the debt has been 
increased $71,000,000, a large portion of 
which was unqualifiedly stolen, in addition to 
$50,000,000 of taxes squandered without an 
adequate return, and the chief sachem of the 
society, the chief robber of her treasury, has 
been elected State senator by an admiring con 
stituency, by twelve thousand majority, over an 
honest man. 

All this money thus faithlessly used or felo 
niously appropriated has been applied by a few 
leaders of Tammany to their own benefit and 
and that of the society. It has been used in 
the purchase of weak-kneed legislators and 
| corrupt legislation; in building and furnish- 
|| ing palatial mansions; in erecting magnificent 
stables; in keeping fine studs of horses; in 
| the purchase of regal equipages, diamonds, 
and jewelry; in investments in United States 
securities, and in all sorts of riotous living, 
to the debauching of their own morals and an 
evil example to the masses. 

But this is not all. Not content with these 
unparalleled larcenies of the people’s moneyed 
treasures, the great monopolizer, l'ammany, 
| has endeavored to steal the liberties of the 
people. That society has done more to rob 
the people of their political rights, and monop- 
olize their political power, than all the ballot- 
box stulfers in the land besides. By fraud and 
corrupuion its leaders have ruled the great 
State of New York, and through New York 
they aspired to rule the nation. How Tam- 
many did it is now well known to the world at 
large, and has gone down into history, in the 
words of a distinguished member from New 
York, [Mr. Rooseve.t,] who assumes to know 
of what he speaks, and who mantully labored 
to produce its fall. 

The gentlemen from New York, by their 
outeries against Pennsylvania, have induced 
| some members from the West to believe in the 
idea that Pennsylvania manufacturers are no 
nopolists, especially in the article of iron, aud 
have led them to joinin the unjust denuncia- 
tion. ‘The duty on iron, or any other com- 
modity, whether such dutiable article be similar 
to our products or manufactures or not, does 
not necessarily add to the cost to the consumer 
| thereof. Generally it cheapens it, as it has 
| done in the caseof Bessemer steel rails, cotton 
cloths, woolens, and many other productions. 
Those who use such rails, cottons, or woolens, 
and have to pay for them, know best the effect 
of the tariff upon them. 

It is still in the recollection of those who 
sat in the last Congress that ninety-five gentle- 
men, representing some seventy different rail- 
road companies controlling a capital of several 
hundred million doliars, presented their peti- 
tion to Congress asking a duty of $44 80 per 
ton on steel rails. For such a request they 
gave the reason that— 








‘* Immediately before the construction of the first 
|| steel rail manufactory in this country,’’ [erected un- 
|| der a protective tariff] “foreign makers charged 
|| $150 per ton, (equal then to $225 currency,) for steel 
|| rails. As American works were built, foreign skilled 
\| labor introduced, home labor instructed, and domes- 
1] 
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| tic irons, clays, ganister, and spiegel, (after many 
and expensive trials,) found to produce excellent 
rails, the price of the foreign article was gradually 
lowered until itnow stands at less than seventy-nine 
dollars per ton in gold, or $96 38 in currency. Now 

| that several million dollars have been expended in 

| machinery, furnaces, and experiments in perfecting 

| the process of manufacture in this country, and 

| numbers of our own citizens are dependent upon it 
for support, the business is threatened with anni- 
hilation by the pressure of English and Prussian 
makers.” 


it was for such reasons that those gentlemer 
asked for an increased duty on such rails, 
being well assured that it would lower the cost 
to them instead of raising it. Congress com- 

'| plied with their request so far as to Impose on 
|| such rails a duty of twenty-eight doliars per 
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ton. In addition tc this instance ofa protect- 
ive duty cheapening manufactured products, 
let me add that bat a few months ago the 
Phoenix lron Company entered into competi- 
tion with the whole world for the building of 
iron bridges for a Canadian railway. By the 
protection adorded by the tariff, that company 
hy id been enabled to have enough of the home 
market to give its employés opportunities to 
acquire skill in the manufacture of all iron 
bridge-work, and, by newly invented processes 
resulting from that protection, and the skill 


and ingenuity of their workmen, they were | 


enabled successfully to compete with Hngland 
and Canada, and secure the contract, which 
they are filling now. This protection took 
nothing out of the coffers of the nation, nor 
from the pockets of the people, but brought 
money here from Canada for our surplus com- 
modities; yet western gentlemen join in the 
ery of Pennsylvania monopoly 

If there be any class besides the commercial 
cities that enjoys monopolies it is the railroad 
men of the West. They have already had in 
good bonds toward the building of their great 
im of $64,618,832, the interest 
on which has been guaranted by the nation, 
and the Government has already paid on such 
guarantee $9,358,210 more than it has re- 
ceived in shape of transportation of mails and 
military stores, as appears by last Treasury 
report. Besides this, they have had princely 
donations in public lands, embracing what is 
equivalent to a solid belt of land twenty miles 
in width on both sides of the principal through 
lines throughout their whole extent. These 
gilts of a beneficent Government to the differ 
ent railroads of the country will amount to 
the enormous sum of two hundred million 
acres. They had the most of these immense 
donations before the homestead principle giv- 
ing lands to actual settlers was inaugurated, 
and even now, with that homestead principle 
existing, the railroad companies have an advan- 
tage over the individual citizen, for, to the great 
masses of the people the gift of a farm under 
the homestead act amounts to nothing, for 
they cannot occupy and improve it. 

1 do not complain of this railroad policy. 
On the contrary, [think it was wise and bene- 
ficial to the nation in the development of vast 
regions that would otherwise have long lain 
untouched by civilization, but which, under rail- 
road facilities of access and transportation, are 
now yielding great wealth to the nation. By 
lute statistics, compiled by Mr. Poor, it appears 
that in 18380, we had but 23 miles of railroad ; 
in 1840 we had 2,818; in 1850 we had 9,021; 
in 1860 we had 30,635; and in 1870 we had 
53.599 miles of railroads, made at a cost of 
100,000,000. In 1870, their earnings were 
$450,000, 000, they carried 125,000,000 of ton- 
nave, whose value was estimated at $10,875, 
750,000, We may perhaps have gone as far 
in that direction as tt is prudent at present to 
go, and can afford to wait until those facilities 
to internal trade and commerce have demon- 
strated fully to objectors the wisdom of the 
land-grant policy. 

| allude to this policy to remind gentlemen 
from the West that it is inconsistent in them 
to demand and receive direct bounties from 
the Government in land and money for them- 
selves, and to denounce Pennsylvania because 
she enjoys in common with the rest of the 
nation some protection for ber industrions tax- 
payers against the labor of the half-starved, 
ill-clothed laborers of Europe. 

| might bere add that the farmers of the 
West have a direct protection to their products 
in the duty of 20 cents per bushel on wheat, 
15 cents per bushel on ryeand barley, 10 cents 
per bushel on corn and oats, 1 cent per pound 
on beef and pork, 2 cents per pound on bacon 
and hams, 4 cents per pound on butter and 
cheese, 3 to 12 cents per pound, and 10 per 
cent. ad valorem on woo!, 10 per cent. on green 
fruits, and 25to 85 per cent. on fruits when 
pickled or preserved, all which, in times of 


railroads the 


~*? 





plentiful harvests throughout the world, is a 
considerable item of protection to them. 

Neither should gentlemen from the South- 
west join in denunciation of the manufacturing 
interests. 

The great sugar interest depends for its very 
existence on a protective tariff. The general 
principle on which a protective tariff is based 
is that by giving the people of this country an 
equal chance with the cheaper labor and capi- 
tal of Kurope we can produce all the com- 
modities we want to use on as good terms, 
through competition, as such commodities can 
be afforded from abroad. With regard to sugar 


their appliances, and with a proteetive tariff, 
the Southwest does not appear able to produce 
all the sugar we need. 

If, then, as the free-traders argue, the tariff 
is a direct tax on an imported article, the sugar 
producers receive a direct bounty from the 
Government of one and three quarters to four 
|| cents per pound, and are more justly the sub- 
ject of criticism than Pennsylvania manufac- 
turers, whose protection is not special, but in 
| common with that of the masses of the people 
| of all those other States whose raw material 
affords them the opportunity of competition. 
| There should be fair play in all things. 

This Government is a Government of com- 
promises. Its legislation is a legislation of 
| compromises. So vast is our country in 
extent, so great is the diversity of its soil, 
climate, and productions, so different are the 
circumstances under which men labor, whether 
as to the cost of the raw material to be worked 
| up, or the cost of living at the place of manu- 
| facture, that legislation that is beneficial to 
| one class would not be so beneficial to another. 
A duty which is protective in one section may 
| not be so in another ; but national legislation 
| must be general and not local or partial, 
| although the legislation of individual States 
| may be otherwise. Hence, there may arise 
| inequalities, but those inequalities in the whole 
may average one another in such a manner 
that disadvantages suffered in some cases may 
be compensated by advantages gained else- 
where. This is the prineiple upon which a 
national legislation must be founded, and he 
who looks to the immediate interest of a 
particular locality, without taking a survey of 
| the interests of the whole people, has but an 
imperfect idea of the duties of a Congress 
| legislating for a whole nation. 

While Pennsylvania, in the duties which are 
| levied on her staple commodities in the dif. 
ferent stages of their production, receives some 
protection against the cheaper labor and capital 
of the Old World, she does not receive as much 
protection on similar products ander the same 
duty as is received by the western and south- 
western States. Their greater distance from 
the sea-board adds, in the shape of freights, to 
their protection. Missouri, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Michigan, and others, South and West, 
in the location of their iron-works are more 
benefited by a given rate of daty on iron than 
is Pennsylvania, yet the latter State is singled 
out as the great monopolist, to be denounced 
and held up to the indignation of the land. 
Bat why is Pennsylvania so denounced? Why 
is it that she isa monopolist, and how is it that 
she enhances the cost of iron to the people? 

Gentlemen from New York say that the 
| duty on iron adds inevitably to its cost, and 
| that it isa certain tax on theconsumer. This 
assertion is unfounded, and not supported by 
the facts. There is no commodity imported 
on which the duty is the exact measure of the 
increase in price of such commodity. Price 
depends on many circumstances. The free- 
trader says that the price to the consumer will 
be the invoice price with the duty and im- 
porter’s profits added. It will be so occasion 
ally in articles that we neither produce nor 
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this reason does not fully hold, for with ail | 
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manufacture, as tea and coffee, but not always, | 


| even in them. Supply and demand of the 
|| article, or searcity and abundance of money, 
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will affect it. If the quantity thrown on 4, 
market be more than it demands, the atien 
will fall; if the quantity be inadequate to 4, 
demand, the price will rise. If money }, 
searce, the price will fall; if it be abundan 
the price willrise. If the currency be depre 
ciated by excessive issues or by distrust of js, 
ultimate redemption, merchandise meagyy, 

by it will rise. As confidence returns, the ey, 
rency will appreciate and prices will fall, {), 
market price will continually vary accordiy, 
to these circumstances, or a combination of 
them, independent of cost abroad and dy, 
added. ; 

In illustration of some of these principles 
let me here remark that coffee, on which th, 
duty has not been changed for eighteen month: 
suddenly rose in price five cents a pound 4 
short time ago. 

In addition to the circumstances which | 
have just mentioned, which affect the price; 
the consumers of foreign commodities, whic! 
we cannot produce or manufacture, there aro 
other elements which affect the price of suo) 
foreign productions as we can produce or many 
facture. The principal one of these is compe). 
tion athome. That principle is brought int 
action when the Government imposes such g 
duty on foreign articles as will aid in equaliziny 
our industry in the competition with tne ches 
labor and capital of Kurope. Both capital and 
labor can be had there for one half what the 
cost here; in some places on the continen: 
labor can be had for less than half. ‘This well 
known fact is au important advantage to 
foreign manufacturer. How we can counter. 
vail it without adding to the cost of the artic! 
is the problem. 

By free trade or low duties we would admi: 


| such articles so low for a time that our manu- 


facturers could not compete with them, ay! 
would be driven from the market. When that 
was done, the foreigner would raise his prices 
to suit his own avarice. By imposing such 


| duty as will enable us to manufactare and sel 


any given article and give us a fair chance {i 
the home market, new manufactories will start 
up, competition will reduce prices by the supe- 
rior skill and knowledge of our workmer, and 
the foreign article, if introduced at all, will b 
introduced by the foreign manufacturer payi 
the duty in a reduction of his profits. Th 
was notably the ease in Scotch pig iron, coa 
and steel rails. Scotch pig iron, in 1845, soi 
in Glasgow at 80s. 3d. per ton. As the pr 
tective tariff of 1842 took effect, gradual 
prices of Scotch pig iron ran down to 44s. 4d 
After that tariff was overthrown by the free 
tariff of 1854, prices run up to 79s. 9d. by the 
closing up of our furnaces for want of protec: 
tion. Under our laier protective tariffs 1 cam 
down in 1870 to 54s. 4d per ton. So, tov, as | 
have shown from the petition of railroad 
officials, when the English had the monopoly 
of our market, they charged us in currency 
$225 per ton for steel rails, but as soon 
as our people had an adequate duty imposed 
on them, the price came down to less than 
$100 per ton, near which it now remains 
Somewhat of the reduction may fairly be 
ascribed to a fall in the price of gold, but the 
main decrease is due to our competition. So, 
too, with regard to coal. Before the duty was 
imposed it sold in Boston at $10 40 per ton. 
Since the duty of $1 25 was laid it has sold at 
$7 25 per ton. Similar effects were notice 
able in the earlier protective tariffs, but 1 ueed 
not go further into details. 

The free-traders would have us believe tha! 
free trade is a national gain where the article: 


we need can be bought cheaper abroad than 
athome. This is ‘‘a delusion and a snare, | 


and is untrue. Every article we make anc 
keep at home adds to the wealth of the nation 
to the extent of its value; but if, instead o! 
making such article at home, we purchase 1 
abroad with mouey or other equivalents, even a! 
aless price than we can buy it at home, we are 
losers by the transaction unless we can buy tt at 
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- et halfthe price it would costusathome. For 
qstance; when we order $1,000,000 worth of 
‘On rails from our Own manufacturers and pay 
for them on completion, we have remaining in 
the country the $1,000,000 of money paid for 
them and also the rails, making a total sum 
of national wealth of $2,000,000. ) 
are offered twenty-five per cent. more rails by 
foreigners, and we send our money abroad in 
their purchase, we get back $1,250,000 worth 
of rails, but our money has gone forever. In 
this latter case, then, we have only $1,250,000 
of national wealth in the last transaction as 
acainst $2,000,000 of national wealth in the 
first one, being a net loss to the nation of 
2750,000 in the purchase of the rails abroad, 
and also a disappearance of the money sent 
abroad in the purchase, a loss of the money 
being a loss of the life-blood of trade and com- 
merce, which ifretained, here would have given 
employment to thousands of laborers. 


We imported into this country in the last | 


fiscal year $483,000,000 of dutiable, commodi- 
ties, of which at least $800,000,000, perhaps 
more, could have been manufactured or pro- 
duced here. If the tariff had been, as the 
free-traders propose, a twenty-five per cent. 
tariff, then, by importing instead of producing 
them, we would have lost to the nation $225,- 
000,000 which might have been kept at hometo 
be given as wages to our own artisans,and which 
would have added to their comfort and hap- 
piness as well as to the capital and general 
welfare of the country, and is consequently 


a loss of wealth and productive power. If | 


we had reserved the home market for only 
$200,000,000 of those imports, we would have 
saved $150,000,000 to the people, and still 


have left enough dutiable importations from | 


which to derive revenue for the expenses of 
the Government. 

But the free-traders say that although such 
operations may be to the benefit of the nation, 
yet they are a loss to the individual citizen. 
‘This is not true in the long run, for the pros- 
perity of the nation and the prosperity of its 
individual components are equivalents. 

(he prosperity of the nation is the aggregate 
of individual prosperity. It might seem in the 
case of the railroad company just mentioned 
that it would be to its individual benefit that 
it should buy its rails abroad; but when we 
reflect that these iron-rail mills are located on 
railroads, and give employment to large num- 
bers of hands, and require great quantities of 
raw materials, which, with the finished pro- 
duction, have to be carried over those railroads, 
the freights on commodities and receipts from 
passengers carried to and from those mills 
would, | doubt not, in all cases more than 
counterbalance any supposed loss arising from 


having to purchase rails at such mills at a 


higher price than they might be bought for in 
foreign markets. 

Another fallacy of the free-traders is this, 
that the duty on an imported commodity raises 
the price of that article, and that all such 
commodities manufactured in this couutry will 
rise in price to the same extent, and that we 
have to pay not only the duty on the imported 
article, but an advance in price on all domestic 
productions consumed of a similar character, 
equalto suchaduty. I have already answered 
the first part of this fallacy in showing that 
duties do not necessarily raise prices, but that 
in most cases the foreigner, if he wants to 
enter into competition with our manufacturers, 
must pay the duty. The absurdity of the latter 
part of the doctrine, however, is so well and 
concisely stated by Dr. Hider, in his ** Ques- 
tions of the Day,’’ page 230, that I repeat it 
here. In speaking of this doctrine, he says: 


“ Let us try it through the entire range of its sup- 
posed operation, 


“The official value of all such foreign goods so | 


charged with import duties, which met the com- 
ie of American goods in the year 1867-68, was 


$35,400,000, 


forty-eightpercent. We have no authoritative esti- 


But if we | 





, an average of asmall fraction less than | 


| United States in that year, but we can guess. 
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mate of the value of such goods manufactured in the 
The 


| increase of the year 1860 over 1850 was eighty-five per 





| pose any duties at all. 


| trade; why should ours adopt it? 


| and coffee, sugar and molasses. 


cent; the product of 1860 was $1,885,000,000; eighty- 
five per cent will be littleenough, under all the cir- 
cumstances, to add to the value of 1800 for that of 1868, 
This gives us $3,487,000,000 as the products of that 
year,on which sum, according to this theory, a forty- 
eight percent, increase of cost to the consumers must 
have fallen, and therefore the duties charged upon 
the foreign import surcharged the prices of their 
domestic rivals $1,673,600,000, or nine and a half times 
the amount of the duties secured to the Treasury by 
thesystem ofraising revenues at the custom-houses|’’ 

Who believes it ? 

This shows the absurdity of their doctrine, 
for if it were correct, then, as duties increase 
the prices of the aggregate of commodities con 
sumed in the country, as well those manufac- 
tured here as those imported, to eight or ten 
times the amount of revenue raised by duties, 
it is not only bad economy, but a wicked 
administration of governmental powers to im- 


all importations should be free, the navigation 
acts protecting the coasting trade should be 
abolished, Chinese labor should be systemat- 
ically introduced, and revenue should be raised 
by a system of internal direct taxation, with its 
great host of assessors, collectors, and agents 
all over the country, in greater numbers and 
more inquisitorial in their powers than those 
who are passing out of oflice by the gradual 
withdrawal of the system under which the peo- 
ple have become so restive. 
means this, or if means nothing. 

Other enlightened nations repudiate free 
Both Eng 
land and France, with whom we have close 
commercial relations, lay duties on our pro- 


ductions; why should we net lay duties on | 
The whole duties England realized || 


theirs? 
from customs last year were $104,000,000, 


| almost one third of which, or $33,000,000, 


If their theory be true, | 


Their principle | 


was realized by duties on tobacco and snuff | 


alone, the most of it our production, being 
more than gathered from allher imports on tea 
lf weshould 
adopt free trade it would be a very one sided 
affair, for England acknowledges no recipro- 
city that does not inure to her own advantage. 
If such immense burdens as those just indi- 


|| cated are imposed upon the people, how does 


it happen that the country, notwithstanding 
the heavy debt laid upon it during the rebel 


| lion, is in such a prosperous condition ? 


in looking around we see evidences of great 
growth in wealth and power. 


ishing, and every man who desiresit can obtain 
an Opportunity to labor and receive an ade- 
quate reward. [he internal commerce 
country, says Secretary Boutwell, is fifteen 
times as great as our foreign commerce, and 
if we take into accountall the exchanges from 
one party to another during each year, it is 
says Carey, our greatest political economist, 
fifty times as great. It has been vastly aug 


mented by the extension of the railroad sys- | 


tem, and that system has had reflected back 
on it an increased prosperity. 

Aun additional evidence of the advance of 
the nation under the system of protection is 
to be found in the rapid increase of the num- 
ber of savings banks, depositors and deposits, 
in the last few years. ‘These are the places 
where are kept the savings of people in limited 
circumstances. ‘hey are the indices of the 
prosperity of the laboring classes. 

In Massachusetts in 1861-62 the savings 
banks numbered 93, with 248,900 depositors 
and $50,403,674 of deposits, being an average 
of $202 50 to each depositor. In 1869-70 
they had increased in number to 131, with 
431,769 depositors, $112,119,016 of deposits, 
averaging $259.67 to each deposit 

In the State of New York, in 
depositors in such inst 


or. 
Qh 69 the 
l 1 1a 1 


tutions numbered 


TR ' . | 242 945 with $51,861,848 of deposits. being 
178,000,000; the aggregate duties amounted to || BS ent ' 5 


an average of $213 to each individual, and 
in the year 1870 the number of depositors 


Manufactories | 
| and the mechanic arts are everywhere flour- | 


of our | 


| had increased to 651,474 and the deposits 
| to $194,860,217, or $298 to each depositor. 
| This aggregate and pro rata gain shows the 
steadily increasing wealth of the country 
under the fostering impulses of the protect- 
ive system. 
| While the free-traders denounce this advan- 
cing prosperity of the whole country as inur- 
ing to the benefit of a particular class; while 
they say that it is pouring wealth into the 
pockets of the manufacturers, they do not 
notice that it is shared by the commercial 
cities whose commerce keeps pace with protec- 
tion to manufacturers by the increased ability 
to purchase which protection gives to the 
masses outside of those cities. Neither have 
they ever yet given a satisfactory answer to the 
question, ** If manutacturing be such a profit- 
able business, why do free-traders not enter 
into competition with those ‘bloated capital- 
ists’ and reap a portion of their enormous 
profits?’’ It cannot be that they are more 
virtuous, self-sacrificing, and patriotic than the 
manufacturer, for business men seek their own 
profit without much care as to the effect upon 
the country. Capital always seeks profitable 
employment, and if these clamorers for free 
trade believed that they could make more 
money in manufacturing than they can in their 
chosen occupations, they would soon transfer 
their capital to the better kinds of business. 
They do not believe their own allegations. 
his clamor for free trade or low duties does 
not come from the farmer, for he knows that 
his best market is at home, and that he can 
| get the highest price tor his products when he 
has manufacturers near him to consume his 
supplies. It does not come from the mechanic 
or artisan, for he is well aware that he cannot 
compete with the low wages and cheap capital 
of foreign countries. 


It does come, however, 
from the manufacturing interests abroad and 
the importing interests of the great commercial 
cities : 


from foreign houses and their agents 
here, who know that the more unrestrained the 
foreign commerce the greater will be their 
profits. The New York World of September 
13, 1871, says: 

| ‘*Asa matter of fact the leading foreign commerce 
of New York, its most important banking business, 
and its most prosperous trades and manufactures, are 


largely, indeed almost overwhelmingly, in the hands 
of citizens and residents of foreign birth.” 





| So, too, the same newspaper of September 
| 23, 1871, says: 
‘There is no doubt that the Democratic party is a 
free-trade party; there isno doubt that the Repub- 
lican party is not a free trade party, nor is there 
any reason to suppose that it can be made such.” 

From acknowledgments their 
actions we know that the men ugitate 
this doctrine of free trade are the Democratic 
party and the foreign manufacturers who seek 
a market here for their surplus products, and 
who know that if they can break down our 
manufacturers by an inundation of cheap 
goods, sold below the cost of production, they 
can then raise their priceslong before our manu- 
factures can be reéstablished, and can amply 
recompense themselves for any previous sac- 
rifices. |heyare the men of foreign extraction, 
resident in our sea-port cities, who come here 
to make their fortunes as soou as possible aud 
return to their native land to enjoy their 
wealth. They are men who have no sympa- 
thies with our institutions, and who care 
nothing for our prosperity or adversity only 
so far as it may affect the commerce pass- 
ing through their hands and on which they 
levy tribute. With them the freer the trade 
the greater the profit, and a flood of importa- 
lions, resultingin debtand national bankruptcy, 
would only add to their overgrown accumula- 
tions. 

On the other hand, the much-abused Penn- 
sylvanian upholds a more liberal and a more 
national principle. He maintains the princi- 
ple that was practically upheld by Washington 
when, on the day of bis inauguration he wore 
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a coat of domestic cloth for the purpose of | 
giving a practical illustration of his views on | 
the subject of protection to American industry. 
He supports the doctrine of the first tariff act 
passed July 4, 1789, which declared— 

‘It is necessary for the support of the Govern- 
ment, for the discharge of the debts of the United 
States, and the encouragement and protection of 
manufactures, that duties be laid on goods, wares, 
and merchandise imported,’”’ 

The same doctrine was elucidated by that 
eminent statesman, Hamilton, in his great | 
report on manufactures in 1791; by Jefferson, 
by Madison, and Monroe. It has been sig- 
nally illustrated in the policy of protection to 
our fisheries, as for more than half a century 
we have given a bounty to fishermen of from 
forty-four to three hundred and sixty dollars, 
according to the size of the vessel, for the | 
fishing season of four months’ service, and 
to-day the duty on salt used in pickling fish 
for exportation is remitted. 

Kven the Tammany Society, in its younger 
and purer days, before it permitted itself to | 
be ruled by robbers, was in favor of a pro- 
tariff. On the 11th of October, 1819, 
that society passed the following resolutions: 


** Resolved, That as friends to our country, we rec- 
ommend to our brethren of the different societies of 
Tammany or Columbian order, the necessity as well | 
as moral duty to our country, ourselves, and pos- 


tective 


terity, of refraining from every species of useless 
extravagance in our mode of living, especially in 
furniture, dre ss, the table, ostentatious equipage, 


and expensive amuseme nts. 

* Resolved, That we will discountenance the im- 
portation and use in our families of every species of 
foreign manufacture or production which can or 
may bereasonably substituted by the fabrics or pro- 
ductions of the United States. 

* Resolved, That as * economy is wealth,’ 
ously recommend to our brethren throughout the 


we seri- 





United States a strict and rigid observance of this 
great moral duty in their families and social inter- 
course.’ 

lhe first resolution concerning extravagance 
seems to have been overlooked or disregarded 
by the grand sachem of l'ammany, Tweed, or 
he would have been more moderate in the 
magnitude of his diamonds and the splendor 
of his mansions, studs of horses, and ** palatial 
stables,’’ paid for out of the money stolen 
from the abused tax-payers over whom he 
ruled; and the second and third are equally 
ignored by the other leaders of the order. 

When General Jackson was in the United 
States Senate he voted against the reduction 
of the duty on iron, on cotton and woolen 
goods, and cotton bagging, and was an acknowil- 
edged advocate of protection. In his letter 
of April 26, 1824, to Dr. Coleman, an avowed 
free-trader, he defines his position as follows: 

“You ask me my opinion on the tariff. I answer 
that I am in favor of a judicious examination and 
revision of it; and so far as the tariff before us em- 
braces the design of foste ring, protecting, and pre- 
serving within ourselves the means of national 
defense and independence, particularly in a state of 
war, I would advocate and support it.” 

* a 7 * > * ” 7 7 > 

_ “*Heaven smiled upon us and gave us liberty and 
independence. That same Providence has blessed 
us with the means of national independence and 
national defense. If we omit or refuse to use the 

gifts which He has extended to us, we deserve not 
the continuation of His blessings, He has filled our 
mountains and our plains with minerals — with lead, 
iron, and ecopper—and given us a climateand soil for 
the growing of hemp and wool. These being the 
grand materials of our national defense, they ought 
to have extended to them adequate and fair protec- 
oe that our manufactories and laborers may be 
placed on a fair competition with those of Europe, 
and that we may have within our country a aupply 
of those leading and important articles so essential 
to war. Beyond this I look at the tariff with an eye | 
to the proper distribution of labor and revenue, and 
with a view to discharge our national debt. I am 
one of those who do not believe thata national debt 
is a national blegsing, but rather a curse toa repub- 
lic, inasmuch asit is calculated to raise around the 
Administration a moneyed aristocracy dangerous to 
the liberties of the country. 

“This tariff, 1 mean a judicious one, possesses 
more fanciful than real dangers. W here has the 
American farmer a market for his surplus products? 
Except for cotton he has neither a foreign nor a 
home market. Does notthis clearly provethat when 
there is no market either at home or abroad, that 
there is too much labor employed in agriculture, 
and thatthe channels of labor should be multiplied? 








Common sense points outat oncethe remedy. Draw 





from agriculture the superabundant labor, employ 


il contented, and happy people. 


| men, 
home market for more breadstuffs than all E urope 





it in mechanism and manufactures, thereby erent } 
ing a home market for your breadstuffs and dic- 
tributing labor to a most profitable account, and 

benefits to the country willresult, Take from agri- | 
culture in the United States six hundred thousand | 
women, and children, and you at once give a 


now furnishes us. In short, sir, we have been too 
long subject to the policy of the British merchants. 
It is time we should become a little more American- 
ized, and instead of feeding the paupers and laborers 
of Europe, feed our own, or else in a short time, by 


continuing our present policy, we shall all be paupers | 


ourselves. It is therefore my opinion that acareful 
tariff is much wanted to pay our national debt, and 
afford us the meansof that defense within ourselves 
on which the safety and liberty of our country 
depend, and last, though not least, give a proper 
distribution to our labor, which mus st prove bene- 





ficial to the happiness, independence, and wealth 
of the community.” 

How clearly he thus states the principle of 
protection! Thus, too, in subsequent times, 
Clay, Webster, and a host of the best states- 
men of the country, have been in favor of a 
policy which shall give adequate protection to 
American industry. General Grant, in his last 
message, in speaking of a prospective adjust- 
ment of the tariff, says that any reduction of 
duties should be first made on those articles 
we do not produce, and if further reduction 
be necessary, then ‘‘on those articles which 
can best bear it without disturbing home pro- 
duction or reducing the wages of American 
labor.”’ 

The men of Pennsylvania are charged with 
legislating for their mere sectional interests 
and against the interests of the people. They 
deny the allegation, and turn to the records of 
Congress to show that they take a wider view 
of the national interests and of their duties to 
the nation. They have given their support to 
the great West .in pushing forward its vast 
lines of railroads and other internal improve- 
ments. They aid in fostering the hemp and 
iron interests of Kentucky, Missouri, Tennes- 
see, and elsewhere, as tully as their own. 
They extend a helping hand to the encourage- 
ment and protection of the cotton and sugar 
business of the South and Southwest, and the 
woolen and cotton manufactures of New Eng- 
land. 

The great principle upon which they base 
themselves is, that the nation’s industry must 
be defended by national legislation against the 
encroachments and attacks of foreign policies. 
They hold the doctrine that allegiance of the 
citizen and protection by the Government are 
reciprocal duties; that the men of the nation 
who pay the taxes for the support of the Gov- 
ernment and to aid in the liquidation of the 
national debt, and who with strong arms and 
stout hearts defend the country against inva- 
sion or rebellion, are entitled to the greatest 
benefits that can be conferred by national 
legislation; that it is the duty of the Govern- 
ment to afford the people of the country the 
opportunity of doing the work of the country 
with @ prospect of reaping for such labor its 
just reward. They hold that *‘ while a single 
man who wishes to work is deprived of that 
opportunity by Government legislating to give 
a preference to the foreign laborer, the Govern- 
ment has failed to do its duty to the citizen.’’ 
They hold that free trade means American 
competition with ill-paid foreigners; that it 
means uncertain employment, low wages, and 
scant comforts for the workman and his family ; 
that it means enforced service of women and 
children in men’s employment, lack of educa- 
tion, mental and physical degradation, and an 
absence of all the ennobling impulses that make 
the laborer a good and valuable member of 
society. 

On the other hand, they hold that protec- 
tion means steady employment for the laborer, 
artisan, and mechanic, at good wages; that 
it means comfortable homes, well-furnished 
tables, schools and education for children, 
lyceums, reading-rooms, and churches, and a 

diffusion of such intelligence among the masses 
as will constitute an enlightened, prosperous, 
They know that 
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it will keep in wholesome activity the furnaces 
forges, rolling-mills, and manutactories oj 
nation, and establish on the Hudson and . 
Delaware ship-yards that will furnish Vesse \, 
that will carry all the e ymmerce of the U vion : 
Such are the views and principles of 
tepresentatives of Pennsylvania. In all ¢), 
duties of a loyal State Pennsylvanis a has eae 
been equal to the emergency. In her chit 
city was proclaimed the great Declarat ion 
which established the equality of men, The 
old bell in Independence Hall, which bears h 
legend, ‘* Prociaim liberty throughout all th. 
land, and to all the inhabitants thereof.” . 
still preserved with patriotic care to attest the 
fact that the liberty it thus proclaimed in 1776 
has extended itself from a small confe dera. 
tion of thirteen colonies to thirty-seven inde. 
pendent States. Her sons have been amon 
the foremost in defense of national rights 
national honor, and in the wars with England 
and with Mexico manifested their devotioy 
to the Union on the battle-field. When the 
specter of disunion reared its horrid cre st, and 
a misguided portion of the Republic raised y 
rebellious arm against the integrity of the 
Union, her patriotic children were the yery 
first that hastened to the defense of the ng- 
tional capital. Some of them stood in the 
ranks on every battle field from the Potom; 
to the Red river; others suffered in every 
prison from the Libby and Belle Isle to Ander. 
sonville and Millen, while the bones of others 
rest beneath their native sod, the long-suf 
fering victims of the cruelty of men who dis. 
regarded all the rules of civilized warfare, 
Her brave Reynolds gave up his life in de- 
fense of his native State when her soil wag 
invaded, and her gallant Meade and his brave 
compeers in arms, assisted by no less gallant 
soldiers from other States, successfully hurled 
back on itself the tide of rebellion from the 
heights of Gettysburg, saying to it in the 
impressive language of Scripture, ‘‘Hitherto 
shalt thou come but no further, and he re shall 
thy proud waves be stayed.’? With such prin- 
ciples and acts as I have claimed for Pe snnsyl- 
vania, all tending to the benefit of the whole 
and not for the “aggrandizement of the few, 
and with her patriotic record fuil in the eye 
of the world, the people of that State can 
afford to let the denunciations cast at them 
by gentlemen of free-trade proclivities pass 
without exciting in them any other feelings 
than those of indifference, conscious that they 
have endeavored to adopt the advice of Wolsey 
to his servant, Cromwell: 
“Be just, and fear not. 


Let all the ends thou aim *st at be thy country’s, 
Thy God’s, and truth’s 


and that the policy they endeavor to establish 
on a sure foundation will eventually be the 
settled policy of the Government, which, while 
inuring to the benefit of the individual man, at 
the same time promotes the welfare and pros- 
perity of the whole people of the nation. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. CHIPMAN. Mr. Speaker, for the first 
time in the history of our Government, the 
people of the District of Columbia are per- 
mitted to make known their wants to the coun- 
try through a representative chosen by them- 
selves. There are many questions, of vital 
interest to the people whom | represent, which 
| hope to bring to the attention of Congress 
for favorable action, and at the proper time | 
shall address myself to them. 

it has not seemed to me that Congress has 
in late years comprehended the true relations 
which the District of Columbia bears to the 
nation. While Congress has fostered educa- 
tion, internal improvements, and almost every 
variety of local enterprise elsewhere in the 
country, the capital has received scarcely any 
attention, not even to the extent of providing 
for the convenient discharge of public duties 
by the officers of Government ; while the sples- 
did plans and designs which were matured by the 
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founders of our capital, looking to its develop- 
ment into @ fit exponent of the advancing civil- 
‘zation of this great, people have languished | 
and been forgotten. I atriotism, national pride, 
every consideration must point to our national 
capital as the fo al point of America which | 
shall exemplify, in every essertial element, 
the American character ; and in this view the | 
whole people are deeply concerned in its future 


velfare. — 
Vr. Speaker, the duty of Congress to take 


apon itself in some fair proportion the cost of 
this great national work, its duty to improve 
our long-neglected harbor, and, in brief, to | 
work out the problem of making a capital | 
city which shall be commensurate with the | 
needs as well as the pride of the greatest Goy- 
ernment and people on the globe, furnish a 
theme which | hope to treat in due time. 

| rise now, sir, to speak briefly upon a meas- 
ure pending before this House, which lies at 
the foundation of the superstructure we are 
to erect at this seat of Government. I refer 
to the bill donating-public land scrip in aid of 
free schools in the District ot Columbia. 

Popular education is at once the glory and 
safety of this Republic. No man will dispute | 
now that this is axiomatic. Our fathers laid 
the foundation and their children have steadily 
built upon it until the free school has become 
as sacred as liberty itself. 
travel throughout this broad land, from the 
frozen regions of Alaska to the orange groves 
and perpetual summer of Florida, with one 
exception, we find the generous-hand of the 
nation blessing, protecting, and sustaining pop- 
ular education. Public lands, money, land 
scrip, and aid of various kinds have been given 
upon the asking, with one only exception and, 
Mr. Speaker, with shame, and in humiliation 


I speak it, that exception is at the heart of the 


nation, the seat of its political power. Here, 
where the magnificent donations to popular 
education have originated and passed into law ; 
here, where millions of treasure and millions 
of lands have been bestowed upon the great 
work of educating the youth of the country ; 
here, in a territory consecrated sacredly to the 
whole people, and over which the Constitution 


Wherever we may | 


data: 


I submit in this connection a table which I 
will read, and which is made up from reliable 


Number of children in the District of Columbia between 
the ages of etx and seventeen years, 














| White. | Colored. Total. 
Washington......| 17,403 | 8,532 25,935 
Georgetown ...... | 2,086 | 796 2,882 
St SHOWINGS Ss vacnscsaciges | 1,688 | 1,166 2,854 

1 | 21,177 | 10,494 31,67 

Number attending public schools. 
White. Colored. Total. 
= 4 epee 

Washington...... 6,663 | 3,638 10,301 
Georgetown ...... 500 333 833 
RINE dsnce wwtisccee | 556 | 674 | 1,200 
TOCA snnsenseee | 7719 | 4,615 | 12,334 








has given exclusive jurisdiction to Congress ; 
here, where the children of parents, coming 
from every quarter of the Union, are to be 
reared and educated ; here, in this capital, we 
are struggling to-day under grievous taxation to 
establish common schools without an acre of 
land or a dollar of appropriation from the Gen- 
eral Government. 

Sir, I shall not insult the intelligence of this 
House by arguing that this exceptional and 
anomalous condition of things should no 
longer exist. Iam here rather to point out 
the evil and suggest a remedy, believing that 
this Congress will no longer discriminate 
against community, at least as deserving as 
any other in the country of the nation’s aid. 

_ Let me then, sir, present some of the con- 
siderations which, I think, demand the pas- 
sage of the bill to which I have alluded. In 
doing so I shall bring together facts of record, 
and submit them with little comment. 


PROVISIONS OF THE BILL. 


The bill asks an appropriation of two mil- 
lion five hundred thousand acres of land scrip 
for the purpose of endowing to that extent the 
public schools of the District of Columbia. 
lhe proceeds of five hundred thousand acres 
are to be used in the construction of buildings ; 





the remaining two million to be invested in 


United States bonds, and to be set apart for- 


of which is to be used annually in support of 
public schools. 


SOME FACTS IMPORTANT TO THE DISCUSSION. 
Preliminarily it is important to know some- 

thing of the condition of our schools, the nam- 

ber of children attending, the number unable 


toattend,&c. I will give such facts as would 
seem pertinent. 





Number not attending public schools for whom no seata 
are provided. 


White. 





Colored. | Total. 
a3 presents | 
Washington...... | 10,067 | 4,894 | 14,961 
Georgetown ...... 1,586 | 463 2,049 
County.............. 1,182 | 22 1,554 

2,785 5,779 | 19,564 


ORE. hccas: posens | 


These tables disclose the frightful fact that 
19,564 children are deprived of all means of 
attending school. I will now give in some 
detail further facts which I deem important 
as to schools for white children in Washing- 
ton: 

ACCOMMODATION FOR WHITE CHILDREN IN WASHING- 
TON. 

Number of school- buildings owned, 11; num- 
ber of school-rooms in same, 67; number of 
school-rooms rented, 66; number of seats for 
pupils, 7,336; amount paid for rent, 1870 and 
1871, $15,370; value of school sites owned, 
$111,125 ; value of buildings owned, $291,650 ; 
value of furniture owned, $30,925 ; total value 
of school property, $433,700; number of 
schools, 128; number of white children for 
whom no provision is made, 10,067. Fully one 
half of theschool-houses consist of dilapidated 
sheds, abandoned churches, storehouses, work- 
shops, lecture-rooms, public resorts, old sta- 
bles, deserted market-houses, &c., wholly unfit 
for the purpose for which ‘hey are used. 
ACCOMMODATIONS FOR WHITE CHILDREN IN GEORGE- 

TOWN. 

The public-school rooms and buildings of 
Georgetown for white children consist of one 
old Methodist church, costing, with repairs, 
$3,000; one building built for school pur- 
poses, $6,000; one building built recertly for 
$10,000. These buildings accommodate 72 
children. Fifteen hundred and eighty-six 
white children are unable to obtain seats in 
public schools. 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR COLORED CHILDREN IN WASH- 
INGTON AND GEORGETOWN. 

Let me now present some facts as to the 
colored children of Washington and George- 
town. 

The number of school buildings owned by 


| trustees is 8; number of rooms in same occu- 
| pied by schools, 55; number of seats, 2,944 ; 
| number of rooms rented, 9; number occupied 


é | without expense, 5; number of seats occupied 
ever as a permanent school fund, the interest || 


not belonging to trustees, 592; total number 


| of rooms occupied, 68; total number of seats 


provided, 3,538 ; number of children for whom 


| : . 
| no seats were provided, 5,790. 
i] 


||} ACCOMMODATIONS FOR WHITE AND COLORED CHILDREN 


| I present also to the House some facts as to 
'| the schools for white and colored in the rest 


IN THE COUNTY. 


| of the District. Number of school-houses, 16; 
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number of seats provided, 1,200; number of 
children for whom no provision is made, 1,654. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, who is responsible for 
these inadequate accommodations? It may 
be suggested that if our facilities are now in- 
adequate it is the duty of our people to make 
Peer at once for meeting present wants. 

shall show as I proceed that the condition 
of things here as to schools is exceptional, 
and that the General Government. while not 
responsible altogether, probably, for these 
inadequate accommodations, still is properly 
chargeable with the duty of making some pro- 
vision for them. I now suggest only the fact 
that our people are paying a larger per cent. 
of tax for school purposes than probably any 
other city of our population. 

Mr. RITCHIE. _ I desire to know what the 
regulations in the school system of the Dis- 
trict are in regard to the common tuition of 
white and black children, and I desire to 
know further what the gentleman’s views are 
in regard to the bill introduced by Mr. SuMNER 
pertaining to that question? 

Mr.CHIPMAN. As tothe latter question, 
I do not consider it germane to the discussion 
here, and, perhaps, might properly decline 
to answer it. I have said to the people of 
this District, if I had a vote in Congress, 
would vote for Mr. Sumner’s civil rights bill. 
I believe that answers the gentleman. 

As to the question how the children are 
provided for in this District, as to white and 
colored, | answer that the schools are now 
separate. The appropriations made are made 
in bulk for the education of all the youth of 
the District. Under an act of Congress the 
colored children are furnished with a separate 
fund, in the proportion which the number of 
colored children bears to the number of white 
children, and that fund is set apart and placed 
in the hands of the trustees of the colored 
schools and administered by them under their 
own regulations. This is under an actof Con 
gress. Il believe that answers the gentleman’ s 
question. 

I submit, in this connection, a table showing 
the expenses of our schools and their growth 
in the District in the last ten years. The rapid 
increase of expense has more than kept pace 
with the increase of population, while the sys- 
tem has advanced in efficiency a hundred fold. 

The expenditures for the public schools of 
Washington have been steadily increasing in 
amount from 1860 down to the present time. 
The following table shows in round numbers 
the sum expended each year: 











Year ending June 30, 1860.............-.scesesseceseses $32,000 
Year ending June 30, 1861 26.000 
Year ending June 30, 1862 44.000 
Year ending June 30, 1863 50,000 
Year ending June 30, 1864 68.000 
Year ending June 30, 1865.........c:cceseeeeeees sone 82,000 
Year ending June 30), 1866 76,000 
Year ending June 30, 1867 121,000 
Year ending June 30, 1868 125.000 
Year ending June 30, 1869. 245.000 
WOOP OBAINS FUNS BO, 1870... ccccccccecccceccceces cesene 240,000 
Year ending June S80, 1871 ........:ccc0se .censsseceeceee 373,000 


Year ending June 30, 1872, (estimated).......... 482,000 


This table, Mr. Speaker, presents an exhibit 
every way creditable to our people; but, sir, 
it has been at no little cost tous. Our taxes 
have increased steadily until we are now paying 
sixty cents on the hundred dollars of taxable 
real property. 

Now, sir, consider this tax with that paid 
by other cities: 


Ce nla, 

Chicago pays on the hundred dollars................. 16.1 

Boston pays on the hundred dollars.................. 17.9 
Baltimore pays on the hundred dollars........ 23 
| Philadelphia pays on the hundred dollars. ....... 26 
| Cincinnati pays on the hundred dollars............ 35 
Saint Louis pays on the hundred dollars........... 4¢ 
San Francisco pays on the hundred dollars........ 4€ 


To appreciate this consider further: that in 
| Boston, with a school population of forty-six 
| thousand three hundred and one, they have a 
| valuation of property of $584,000,000, while 
we with thirty-one thousand six hundred and 
seventy-one school population, have but about 
eighty million dollars, San Francisco has less 








school population than we, with more than 
do our property valuation, while Balti- 
more, with but little more school population, 
bas four times our property valuation. ‘This 
showing would seem to acquit the District from 
any charge of illiberality in taxing her citizens 
in support of schools. But we have reached 
the limit of our capabilities. Our school tax 
now is over one third of the whole tax upon 
real property, 

[hese are some of the facts, Mr. Speaker, 
necessary to be considered in connection with 
the argument. And, sir, it must not be over- 
looked that the District of Columbia cannot 
hope to rival in solid wealth the other lead- 
ing cities of the Union; her population, in 
the nature of things, must always be largely 
in excess of her wealth, as compared with other 
cities, and hence we cannot look forward to 
that wealth which constitutes the basis of tax- 
ation. But in support of the bill I submit 
further: 

1. ThattheGeneral Government should assist 
in the support of our public schools, for the 
reason thata large per cent. of the children 
here are the children of parents in the service 
the Government, whose domicile is else- 
where, whose property interests are elsewhere, 
and who, in most cases, pay no taxesin support 
of schools. Professor Barnard, in his 
special report to Congress while Commissioner 
of Education, placed this per cent. as high as 
fifty. In the report of his successor, Mr. 
Eaton, for 1870, the per cent. 1s put about one 
third. In the report of our superintendent 
of Mr. Wilson, he estimates this per 
cent. attwenty-eight. 
as twenty-five per cent. 


ubie 


ot 


our 


schools, 


My point is, that these children should be | 


and that the whole of the burden 
should not fall upon the tax-payers of the Dis- 
trict. Our own children are excluded from the 
schools by the presence of this class, and we 


educated, 


it may safely be assumed | 





here have an explanation, in part, of the large | 


of children unable to obtain seats in 
schools. 


number 
the 

2. | suggest a further point, that a large 
proportion of our children are the children of 
colored citizens, who, I think, are pecu- 
liarly the wards of the Government. ‘The con- 
clusion to be derived from this fact 
stated by General Walker (Superintendent of 
Census) in an address recently delivered by 
cer at the dedication of one of our fine school 

difices, that I quote it as giving the argument 
in a nutshell: 


our 


Stillanother reason why the school necessities of 
Washit gton are found to be more burdensome than 
those of any other city in the United States (and it 
is also an additional reason why the General Gov- 
ernment should contribute largely and freely to- 
ward these expenses) is, that far more than one 
half of that element in the present population of 
the city, which makes the largest demand for such 
expenditures, without having the ability to con- 
tribute, in any appreciable measure, to the public 
funds, is pr ne rly to be regarded as the direct crea- 


tion of the policy of the General Government. That 
is the p ne iin rr uth of the case, 
is not legitimately responsible for these people. 
They came he re by virtue of acts and laws of 
General Government 
ofthe whole country; and the whole country, 
fore, should help to bear the burden. 
that policy; we glory in emancipation; but that 
only creates a stronger reason for relieving the tax- | 
payers of the District from the inevitable hardship 

of such an unexampled influx of unprovided and 

uninstructed freedmen, These people came here 

for the same reasonthatthe army of General Lee | 


there - 


tried to’ come he re, because the word * Washing- 
ton’ was synonymous with ‘freedom;’ because 
Washington was the capital of the nation that 


slavery sought to destroy; beeause Washington was 
the home ot the great emancipator. 

**Tn 1850 the number of colored persons in Wash- 
ington was about ten thousand. In 1860, although 
the white population had nearly doubled, the num- 
ber of the colored was still below eleven thousand, 
and no reason appears for believing that theirnum- 
bers would have been greatly increased from 1860 to 
1870, but for the political causes to which allusion 
has been made. If this isso, twenty or twenty-five 
thousand col lored pe ople are here in obedience to 
no social or economical laws, but as the result of 
political forces and the direct acts of the General 
Government. The General Government, then, more 
than the city, is responsible for them, and should | 
help to provide for, at least, their intellectual and 
moral needs.” 


Washington, as acity, | 


the | 
which looked to the interest | 


Ve rejoicein | 


is so well | 











I may state another fact, drawn from the 
census, which shows that this class of our citi- 
zens are here as the direct result of the war. 
Since 1867 the number of increase of colored 
children was only one hundred and forty-one; 
the increase of white population since 1867 
has been many thousands. These colored peo- 
ple flocked to our capital to enjoy the freedom 
and the ballot and the protection of the Gov 
ernment, where they felt it would be given 
them freely and amply. The war ended; they 
settled down, as the other population have, 
where their interests seemed to guide them. 
These people cannot leave us, nor would we 
have them. They are industrious, frugal, law- 
abiding, good citizens; but they came among 
many of them, in a condition of illiteracy 
and peverty which had been enforced upon 
them by the nature of our laws, and being 
directly responsible for their condition, as the 
General Government is, it is plainly its duty 
to make provision for their education. 

General Sherman at this same dedicatory 


us, 


meeting spoke of our debt to these people in | 


the matter of education as a part of our na- 
tional debt, 
repudiated, 
Che colored youths of the District number 
about one third. ‘The white children whose 
parents contribute nothing to the support of 
our schools, we have seen, amount to about one 
fourth; thus we have more than half of our 
children a burden upon the the tax-payers of 
this District, for whose education the General 
Government is directly responsible. If what 
we are asking here were to be given in money, 
instead of lands or land ec rip, a8 & permanent 
endowment of our public schools, the interest 
upon it would be but a fraction of what the 
Government ought really to do to place our 
schools upon a prosperous and creditable foot- 
ing. Two and a half million dollars at six per 


cent. will give $150,000 annually, while weare | 


taxing ourselves at present about a half mil- 
lion dollars annually. But we are not asking 
money; we ask only the kind of aid which the 
Government would feel least, and which it has 
extended to every State and Territory except 
the District of Columbia. 

3. But, Mr. Speaker, aside from 
special considerations, | urge this bill upon 
the House for the further reason that it is in 
pursuance of the policy already wisely estab- 
lished by the Government. ‘This idea of en- 


which he believed would not be | 


these | 








couraging public schools by congressional aid | 


dates back to colonial times, and began by 
act of Continental Congress, March 20, 1785, 
which granted the sixteenth section in each 
township in support of popular education. 
Upon the admission of Oregon to the Union, 
Congress added to the sixteenth section the 
thirty-sixth section, and since that time, when- 
ever any State was admitted or Territory 
organized, a similar provision was enacted, 
setting apart the sixteenth and _thirty- -sixth 
sections of each township as an endowment 
to public schools. (See the several organic 
acts.) This splendid endowment covers one 
eighteenth of the whole public domain. Under 
this one grant 67,983,922 acres have been set 
apart. (See report of Commissioner Land 
wer 1869, p. 28.) 

a ss also, by general law (act of July 2, 
1862) grante -d to each State 30,000 acres for each 
Senator and Representative to which the State 
is entitled. Under this law no State got less 
than 90,000, while some of them, New York 
for instance, received nearly 1,000,000 acres. 
This grant has amounted to 9,510,000 acres. 
(Ibid. page 28.) By act of Congress admitting 
the States and erecting the Territories, there 
was also granted auniversity endowment which 
amounts thus far to 1,882,880 acres. By these 
general laws there have been appropriated for 
school purposes 78,576,794 acres. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me illustrate by show- 
ing the grants to the several Territories which, 
though not available now, set apart lands 
against the time when the Territories shall 
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become States. The table which I now g, 








| missioner of the Land Office for 1869. 
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and 
advance sheets of the census for 1870: 
Territories. Population, Acre, 
Washington.. é 9 428 pas 
New Mexico. con DL, 4,309 90 
ON OE pe ++2.86,786 3,00 ‘ 
I ica tae iia ieee 00001 4,181 5 {> 
oo | 39, 864 ene + 
Montana........... Seonbveegniavessataenes 4,05 

ERO .105..ssae fiveseacedeonsoessensoososntia LE DOD 8 BR ox 
eae 9,118 3,480.24) 
WIN iittlbsidietcensb dation 811,030 84.544 
District of Columbia.....sssssse131,700  0,00),08 


Montana, with a population of 11,000, jeg 
than the number of our children, has oy¢, 
4,000,000 of acres. Dakota, with a still legs 
population, has over 5,000,000. To illustrate 
further. [ have shown that one half of oy, 
children, or 15,000, should be provided for by 
the General Government; but we have no aid, 
Yet, Dakota, with less whole population thay 
this 15,000, has over 4,000,000 acres. Sir, 
I would not take from these Territories oye 
acre; on the contrary, | would make the gray; 
to the Territories available at once; but | 
do submit, that in this bounty which I have 
shown toward the States and Territories, the 
District of Columbia should have some share, 

It may be suggested that these lands jy 
the Territories are not available, and there- 
fore my illustration fails. Still it is true that 
the Government places a value of $1 25 per 
acre upon them, and if the grant is inadequate 
for the purposes originally intended it is the 
duty of Congress to supplement it so as to 
establish public schools in these Territories, 

But consider some of the States. Nevada, 
for instance, receives school lands under the 
sixteenth and thirty-sixth section grant to the 
amount of 3,985,428 acres; of agricultural 
college lands, 90,000 acres; of university 
lands, 46,080 acres; total, 4,111,508 acres, 
The population of Nevada is 42,491; number 
of children between the ages of six and 
eighteen, 3,293. (See report Commissioner ot 
Education, 1870, pp. 213.) Here is an ample 
endowment for all time, sufficient to meet the 
entire expenses ofcommon schools in the _ e, 
Again: Oregon, with a population of 90,92 
has a total land grant, under the three genera 
laws to which I have referred, of 3,465,78 88 
ACTES } Nebrasks , with a population of 1,229,- 
930, a total land grant under these laws of 
2,838,124 acres. This endowment is esti 
matel to be worth to the State to-day more 
than ten million dollars. 

Now, sir, I cannot believe that I can 
strengthen the argument by any further com- 
ment in this connection. 

Here isa magnificent endowment which will 
stand out in all time to the credit of the far- 
seeing men who madeit. But, sir, it is marred 
by one blot, and that I ask shall be here and 
now effaced forever. Do not let it be said any 
longer that an obliquity of vision or of con- 
science has shut out from all participation in 
this gift a community which of all others is the 
most needy, and, I was about to say, deserving. 
But, Mr. Speaker, | must not leave the argu- 
ment here. I must show this House still fur- 
ther the policy practiced by Government, 

SPECIAL AID BY CONGRESS TO SCHOOLS. 

Leaving these general laws, notice some of 
the special acts fostering education in the coun- 
try. Lcould not present a complete showing 
of the vast sums which have been contributed 
by Government, by way of special acts to tie 
various States, without a careful examination 
of all the statutes from the begining of our 
Government. Some of these have been in the 
form of resolutions, some have been embodied 
in acts of a general nature for other purposes: 
and to determine them all would be a work ol 
great labor and much time, which I have not 


| been able to give, but I shall call attention to 
a few which I have discovered. 


1. I learn upon inquiry at the War Depart: 


the 
the 
ex: 


by 
ret 
mi 
sh: 
Di 
ne 
pe 
wi 


O 


co 





4,309 2r0 
3, t ) 
5,366 13) 
8.715528 
4,05 

8.0K $ oN 


—, 


4,544,559 


0,000, 049 
IO, legs 
8 OVer 
ill legs 
UStrate 
ot our 
for by 
nO aid, 
in than 
Sir, 
eS One 
@ grant 
but j 
have 
es, the 
share, 
nds in 
there- 
ie that 
25 per 
equate 
is the 
as to 
Ties, 
evada, 
ler the 
to the 
ultural 
versity 
acres, 
umber 
x and 
ner of 
ample 
pet the 
State, 
10,923, 
eneral 
65,786 
1, 229,- 
ws of 
; esti 
y more 


I can 
com: 


eh will 
e far- 
rarred 
e and 
id any 
f con- 
ion in 
is the 
rving. 
argu: 
l] fur- 
be 


ne of 
coun: 
owing 
buted 
LO the 
yation 
f our 
in the 
odied 
oses: 
rk of 
t? not 
on to 


spart- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








’ 


Freedman’s Bureau since its organization, 
she 7 
. educational purposes to the freedmen of 
sountry, $5,262,511 26. 


tor 
Tvl 


our ¢ 


Ue 
Indians. : 
lollars expended in that way. 


au 


dian populat 


We have an In- 


persé ns; 
are wit . 
‘anth could be reached by any system of 
-hools. But one hundred and fifty-three 
~bools are known to be in operation, with 
5.904 pupils to support, for which Congress 
appropriated, in the year 1869, $246,418. 
‘Soe report of the Commissioner of Education 
for 1870, pages 2: and 24. ) ; 

3. By joint resolution of Congress, April 
10, 1869, certain lands were secured to the 
State of Kansas for the support of public 
eehools, in addition to lands conveyed by gen- 
eral law, comprising a total of 220,665 acres, 


which, it is estimated, will realize to the school 
fund over one million dollars. (Jbid., page 
141.) 


4, Upon the admission of Missouri as a 
State in 1820, Congress gave two townships of 
the best land in the State for the support of a 
seminary of learning, which were estimated 
to be worth in 1832, $500,000. (Jbid., page 
203. 
~ And in the city of St. Louis the public 
schools rest largely on the donations made by 
Congress while Missouri was a Territory. This 
property is estimated at $2,000,000. (Jbid., 
page 205. ) 

5. In the admission of Texas to the Union 
[believe the whole domain of that State, which 
is an empire in itself, was reserved to the State, 
enough to develop all the material interests, 
and to secure to the people a princely endow- 
ment for their schools. These are some of 
the many special acts of Congress which go to 
illustrate the growth of education in this coun- 
try, and the policy of the Government to foster 
ii wherever it is possible to do so in the dis- 
tribution of these munificent endowments to 
public schools in this country. 

6. Among the special acts of Congress ex- 
tending aid to the States I mention the swamp- 
land grants, which have been used largely for 
educational purposes. The number of acres 
thus transferred amount to 61,071,356.03. 
(Report Commissioner of Land Office for 1871, 
page 38. ) 

7. Nor must I, Mr. Speaker, overlook the 
fact that about the year 1836 Congress directed 
that $37,000,000, the proceeds of public lands 
then in the Treasury, should be distributed to 
the several States, which also went to swell 
the large endowment to public schools. 

[ have thus, Mr. Speaker, presented the 
points upon which our claim to this land-dona- 
tion rests, and submit them with confidence in 
the belief that they must impress you as they 
have impressed us. Let me, in conclusion, 
quote from Professor Barnard, in his special 
report to Congress, made at the request of 
Congress, upon the public schools of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. (Page 140.) He says: 

**T need hardly remind the House of the liberality 
of the Government toward the several States in 
the disposition of the public lands. Out of more 
than 80,000,000 acres of these lands appropriated 
expressly for educational purposes to States and 
Territories already sematitawed. and $37,000,000 of 


the surplus revenue deposited with the several | 


States in 1836, which could have been so devoted 
by the States receiving the same, this District 
received no portion.’ * * * #* **In these 
magnificent endowments the District has had no 
share, An appropriation in land or money to this 
District at this time would greatly aid in providing 
necessary school accommodatiqs to meet the ex- 
penses of an enlarged course of public instruction 
worthy of the capital of the country.” 


[ quote also from the report of the present 


Commissioner of Education, for 1870, pages 
18 and 19: 


“The white public schools of Washington can ac- 
commodate about onethird of the white school popu- 


ion, including Alaska, of 880,629 | 
about ninety-five thousand of these | 
hin school age, while probably not one | 


» Underthe head of special legislation inaid 
education, | may mention that given to the | 
There have been over eight million | 


nent that there have been expended through | 

















| 
lation, and the colored public schools about one half || pursue it into its relations with our republican 


of the colored school population. 

‘**Comments as to thesufliciency of the public school 
system under these circumstances are hardly nee- 
essary.”’ . ° ° . ** Whatever has been 
the sentiment of the people of the District of Co- 
lumbia in times past, itis manifestly growing rap- 
idly in favor of free public schools elsewhere so suc- 
cessful. r 

‘Among its citizens, in its corps of teachers and 
its school officers, there have been some of the most 
ardent and competent friends of education. Their 
endeavors are worthy of commendation. The right 
and duty of Congress to take action cannot be quos- 
tioned. 

** Many special considerations enforce the duty: 

**1. The influence of a model here would be ben- 
eficial every where elsein the country, and especially 
in the South, now struggling for the establishment 
of efficient school systems. 

**2. Government is the largest owner of property 
here. 

**3. Twenty-eight percent. of thescholars enrolled 
inthe public schools last year belong to the families 
of those in Government employ.” 


The Commissioner in this connection sub- 
mits the following comparison: 


Value of school property on each $100, actual valua- 
tion. 
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“According to this, the present endeavors made 
by the citizens of this city compare well with those 
of others. If this is correct, and there still remains 
a lack of school-houses and instruction, and a lack 
of means for this purpose, is it not fair to infer that 
the responsibility rests upon Congress ?”’ 

I wish I might explain to the House the 
management of our schools. I would be glad 
to show the unselfish, intelligent efforts which 
our boards of trustees and superintendents, 
white and colored, are making. But this is not 
here questioned, and I shall not take up the 
time of the House upon that subject. 

Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that I have but 
glanced at the reasons and stated in but small 
part the facts which demand of Congress the 
passage of some such measure as is here pro- 
posed. I know, sir, an idea is prevalent that the 
District of Columbia is a sort of barnacle upon 
the Government; that it draws its sustenance 
from the public Treasury, giving back nothing ; 
that we are a eommunity of officeholders, and 
wholly devoid of public spirit or enterprise. 
I do not regard this as the time to vindicate 
the District against such aspersions, or to pre- 
sent the true relation which it bears to the 
nation; but 1 must remind gentlemen of the 
fact that while we have received nothing from 
the Government to aid our commerce, our 
manufactures, or our schools, we have contrib- 
uted no little to supportthe Government. We 
have paid to the Treasury in revenue, exclusive 
of tax on salaries, since the establishment of 
the Internal Revenue Bureau, $4,344,695 80 
Compare this with the revenue derived from 
the other Territories, ten in number. 
have paid $3,252,675 51 to the national T'reas- 
ury; and yet | have shown that they have 
received of the public domain for support of 
schools nearly thirty-five million acres of pub- 
lic lands! And, Mr. Speaker, we stand in 
honorable comparison with some of the pros: 
perous States of the Union. Nebraska, which 
has aland grant for schools worth $10,000,000, 
has paid into the Treasury but about one fourth 
as much as the District of Columbia. Kansas 
has paid in but little more than Nebraska, and 
Minnesota but about half as much as the Dis 
trict, and many other States have paid less. 

I mention these facts to refute the charge 
that we are leeches crying ‘* Give, ;ey 
admit, sir, we have cried give, but our ery has 
not been answered. 

But, sir, rich as is this theme of education, 
splendid as have been the achievements of pop- 
ular schools in solving the problem of self 


give 


} schools. 


institutions, I must forbear. I have spoken 
and shall speak only to the single question— 
the duty of the national Government toward 
the national capital in supporting our common 
I ask, sir, that we shall be treated at 


| least as well as other of our citizens are treated. 








Phey || 


1 say nothing of the desirability of establish- 
ing model schools here, which alone should 
plead our cause successfully. I say nothing 


| of other considerations équally weighty, but 


have confined myself simply to pracucal, pal- 
pable, and self-evident propositions, and have 
planted myself on the broad ground that the 
Government cannot now turn away and refuse 
to apply the precedents it has already so wisely 
established, nor give a deaf ear to the petition 
of its own wards who are here either in its own 
service or by its own act. 

Mr. Speaker, | submit my case, whichis the 
suit of over thirty thousand youths. If the 
District of Columbia is a part of the Unio, 
it is entitled to the aid I am urging, or the 
Government should repeal all laws passed in 
support of schools; if the exceptional condi- 
tion of our community, which | have pointed 
out, cannot find some response in these Halls, 
then must we eithér exclude all children from 
our schools whose parents contribute nothing 
to their support—which would be a blow at the 


| very foundation of popular education—or you 


must compel us to educate others to the exclu- 
sion of our own children. 

Sir, | appeal to that broad catholic spirit 
which has characterized our national Legisla- 
ture ; | appeal to that enlightened public con- 
science which has dictated our school system ; 
| appeal to as just and wise a Congress as ever 
graced our capital to efface now and forever 
the cruel discrimination which has excluded 
the District of Columbia from any share in the 
royal bequests of the nation under which the 
common schools in every other State and Ter- 


| ritory in this broad land are flourishing. And, 


sir, | make this appeal with an abiding faith 
in the justice of our cause, and in the profound 
belief that the bill now under consideration 
will become the law of the land. 


PUBLIC LANDS FOR 
Mr. COGHLAN. Mr. Speaker, I had the 


honor of introducing, some weeks ago, the 
following resolution proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution in relation to the disposal 
of the public lands of the United States, which 
I propose to make the basis of my remarks at 
this time: 


THE TOILING POOR, 


Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States in relation to 
the disposal of the publie lands. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre seonta- 
tives of the United States of America 

assembled, (two thirds of each Ilouse concurring 

therein,) That the following article be proposed to 

the Legislatures of the several States, as an amend 

ment to the Constitution of the United States, whieh, 
when ratified by three fourths of said States, shall 
become and be held a part of the Constitution of the 

United States; 


in Congress 


ARTICLE —. 

Section l. The public land of the United States 
shall not be disposed of exeept to actual settlers 
thereon, for homestead purposes only, and in quan- 
tities limited by general laws. 

I know of no question so vitally interesting 
to the people of the United States as this, 1 
introduced this proposed amendment because | 
hold the following propositions to be true: 
that the public lands belong to the people ; 
that they should only be parted with in smail 
quantities as homesteads forthe poor, and that 
this result can only be reached by constitutional 
amendment. 

The first of these propositions is so simple 
that it would seem to need only its statement 
to verify its truth; fur in all times and under 
all Governments the chief power in the nation 
has assumed and has been conceded the right 
to dispose by gift or otherwise of all lands 


| acquired by the Government by treaty, sale 
| or conquest, the title to which was not claimec 
government in this country, gladly as I would |i by private individuals. ‘Thus we find the kings 
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of Great Britain granting to individual sub- | she wriggles her filthy body from the coast of 
jects the wild lands in the American colonies. || Asia across the Pacific to pollute with her 


This being the case, it follows that in this Re- 
yublic, where the people are sovereign, they 
eee the sole right to alienate or dispose of 
the public lands. That the public domain 
should be parted with only in small quantities 
as homesteads for the poor seems to me equally 
apparent. 

As long as poor human nature is constituted 
as it. now is, self-interest will be a strong mo- 


tive power, and by this system you would build | 


up thousands and millions of land-holders 
whose interest in the soil would in turn edu- 
cate them and their families into tens of thou- 
sands and tens of stubborn and 
determined defenders of the integrity of the 
Republic. All history teaches that the land- 
holder is a friend to stable government. He 
has too much at stake to allow slight causes 
or chimerical wrongs to lead him into revolt. 
The agitator assaults him with fancied injuries 
and petty complaints in vain, for he knows 
that revolution may lift the roof from over the 
heads of his children, and even deprive him 
of the tithe to his homestead itself. Nor is 
thisall. There is a higher impulse still. Own- 
ership of the land promotes and fosters a pure 
patriotism. The land-owner, no matter how 
small his domain, by bis near relations to the 
Government, by that lively affection for his 
home which all men feel, is filled with a glow- 
ing love for his country and veneration for her 
laws; for has he not a part and parcel of her 
‘| he 
streaming eyes to heaven has a greater love 
aud adoration for its shining portals and golden 
streets because she knows it is the home and 
abiding place of her darling who has gone be- 
fore. And so itis here. That man hasa greater 
love and affection for his country who knows 
that while she exists he and his children have a 
permanent home and abiding place on a part 
of her domain. 

But again, the adoption of this rule will 
check the tendency to a kind of modern feud- 
alism, which I conceive to be the growing evil 
of the times. The concentration of immense 
tracts of land into the hands of the few, of 
necessity 


millions ot 
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bereaved mother who raises her 


must create a landed aristocracy, 
and place at its feet, bound hand and foot, 
the labor interest of the country. We have 
read history in vain, Mr. Speaker, if it has 
not taught us that a landed aristocra >y must 
have some kind of slavery or serfdom to sup- 
portit. That it cannot exist in a Republic 
where all men are free our own history teaches. 
The antagonism of slavery and a system of 
small landed proprietors is strikingly exempli- 
fied by the rapidity with which the ** peculiar 
institution ”’ from the 


disappeared 
States, and the late gigantic struggle 


eastern 
with the 
South has only too vividly portrayed the tena- 
city with which the large landed proprietor 
clings to a system without which his large 
estates are cumbersome and of no value. 

When you destroyed slavery at the South 
you, unwittingly perhaps, struck a death-blow 
at her system of large estates. 
on for a few years, but the restitution of slav- | 
ery alone can prevent the disintegration of the | 
large plantations of the South and the substi- 
tution of a system of small proprietorships, 
under whose rule the South will rise to a pros- 
perity and grandeur which no debasing slave 
system can ever hope to reach. 

But the dark side of this particular point is 
yet to be stated. While you were making this 
glorious change for the better in one section 
of your country, you were in another building 
up and fostering a series of princely estates | 
80 magnificent in their proportions, that the | 
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vast domain of a feudal lord would scarcely 
make a garden for one of these newly created 
land monarchs! And with the system must 
come its inevitable follower, or rather twin- 
sister, slavery. For one cannot exist without 
the other. Must come, did 1 say? We of the | 
great West already see her horrible face as | 


| 
| 


poisonous breath the fragrant air in the beau- 


tiful valleys of the western slope ; and the | 


name of this new slavery is ‘*‘ Chinese cooly- 
seer: 
ism. 
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Another point: by retaining the public lands | 


for the actual settler, you insure its present 
occupation and rapid improvement. The small 
proprietor, with a pride that can only come 
from a personal contact with the soil which 
is his, and his only, labors and struggles to 
cultivate and beautify it with an energy, a 


perseverance, and an affection which would | 


shame the cold, passionless, and sordid feelings 
of the mere speculator. The small farmer 
loves his little tract, for it is associated in his 
mind with his daily bread, the happiness of his 
little ones, and all the comforts of his coming 
oldage. Ina word, it is to be his home in life, 
and he hopes that when his race shall have 
been run, and his little family shall know him 
no more forever, that some shady nook in the 
dear old homestead, torn from the wilderness 
by his own strong arm, may half conceal, half 
reveal the humble slab that shall relate to the 
passer-by the simple history of his lowly life. 

Pass this law, and with the beneficent home- 
stead law on your statute-books you offer to 
the American poor the hope, the certainty of 
escaping from the very jaws of poverty, and 
of springing at one bound into comparative 
competency and plenty. The far West isa 
garden whose rich soil invites the plowshare 
with a promise of never-failing golden harvests. 
Her magnificent rivers invite the commerce 
of the world. Her gigantic mountains, cov- 
ered with choice timber, and her immense coal 
beds point her out as the paradise of manufac- 
tories; and her inexhaustable mineral fields 
proclaim her the richest portion of the globe. 
Give the people to know that the wealthiest 
capitalist can do no more toward acquiring 
an interest in her virgin soil than the poorest 
man who walks your cities’ streets, and you 
will find that poverty will disappear from the 
land as bya miracle, for the humblest, lowliest, 


| and most poverty-stricken citizen can settle on 


a piece of land, and by this beneficent policy, 
find a home which will not only raise him to 
the dignity which property always gives to 
man, but will produce all the necessaries and 
many of the luxuries which his former life 
denied him. Nor should it be forgotten that 
poverty is the most prolific of all the sources 
of crime. Is it, then, no argumentin favor of 


| the system [| propose that it assists in some 


degree at least in suppressing the temptation 
to wrong doing? It seems to me that this is 
one of the chief objects of ail legislation, and 
though it may appear to the superficial or casual 
observer that this argument is far-fetched and 
sophistical, yet the logic of cause and effect 
will convince any candid and thinking mind 
of the truth of this assertion. It will widen 
the field of industry and enhance the wages of 
labor. As the labor marts become crowded 
and the supply begins to exceed the demand, 
the surplus instead of struggling for a scanty 
subsistence by competition in an over-crowded 
market, will see the rich prizes held out by a 


| beneficent Government, and will scatter out 
| upon the broad public domain, and build up 


another labor market, which shall in turn give 
work at remunerative wages to thousands from 
the crowded cities of the older settlements. 
Nor is thisall; by thus bettering the condition 
of the poor, you enable them to send their 
children to the schools, and they are prepared 
for the duties and high privileges of American 
citizenship. You thus suppress ignorance and 
raise up to the Republic an intelligent people, 
who will prove an impenetrable bulwark to 
Awerican freedom ! 

Mr. Speaker, while listening to the debate the 
other day upon the bill to promote education, 
it occurred to me that the gentlemen who so 
ably and eloquently advocated that statesman- 
like and patriotic project, and whose telling 
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| of a free people, the education of the m; 
| should be the first great object of all legis 


ee 


arguments upon the advantages of educatio 
in a national point of view cannot be sme 
verted—it occurred to me, I say, that they did 
not probe that important question to” ;), 

It deserves and has ever received 
the glowing eulogies of the orator, the caln 
approval of the historian, and the profound 
respect of the statesman. But in this great 
Republic, based upon the intelligent suffrages 


ASSes 
“ lation : 
for education is the base and foundation upoy 
which the broad fabric of free institutions y), 
this continent rests. Deprive the people of irs 
advantages, and you have indeed a Govern. 
ment which resembles an inverted cone ih 
pyramid resting upon its apex—which the 
slightest wave of popular excitement will d 
into a thousand hideous fragments. 

Therefore I say the educational bill is of 
vast importance. It assists in furnishing the 
free schools at which the children of the poor 
may be educated ; but establish the rule tha; 
the public lands shall be forever dedicated as 
homesteads for the poor, and millions of the 
people’s children will have the opportunity of 
attending these schools. Their little hand. 
will not be compelled to harden, and their 
bodies to become dwarfed and deformed by 
the forced labor which poverty necessarily 
wrings from little ones who, in happier sta- 
tions, would still require tie nurse’s care. 

Save the public domain for the people, and 
centuries will elapse before this happy land 
will see that crushing, abject poverty, so com- 
mon in Europe, which compels the tender 
infant of ten years to contribute his mite to- 
ward the support of the family to which his 
little life has added a burden that cannot be 
borne without assistance from even his tiny 
arms. And by freeing the families of the poor 
from this dire necessity you will enable their 
children to attend school, and give them, in 
truth, an opportunity to acquire that intelli- 
gence and knowledge which should distinguish 
every citizen of a free Republic. 

Contrary to those who tavor the granting of 
the public land for internal improvement, | 
contend that the rule I ask this House to make 
would give an impetus té tne settlement of the 
great West which word far outstrip the fan 
cied rapidity with which railway lines settle up 
the country. The uncertainty as to what par- 
ticular tracts are covered by the railway grant ; 
the ease with which the line of road may be 
changed from one location to another in which 
the land is of more value, probably made so 
by the fact of settlement; the length of time 
that must elapse before the settler can know 
whether his hard-earned improvements are 
being put upon his own land or upon that of 
the corporation ; the fact that the railway gen- 
erally, and if practicable always, passes through 
the most fertile and best-watered valleys, tak- 
ing one half the land and rendering the title 
to the other half so uncertain as to make it un- 
profitable to the poor settler who has neither 
time nor money to expend on uncertainties: 
each in itself tends to, and all combined pro- 
duces the effect of preventing the settlement 
and improvement of lands contiguous to large 
railway grants, and renders the settlement and 
improvement much more rapid in those local- 
ities where the title to the land is known to be 
in the Government, and where no vexatious 
law-suits can come to eat upthe produce of the 
labor, privation, and hardship of years. 

Do not, Mr. Speaker, misunderstand me. 
No member upon this floor will more stren- 
uously support the giving of national aid to 
worthy national schemes of internal improve 
mentthan I. But do not give the public lands 
Do all in your power to prevent the aggrega- 
tion of large tracts of land in the hands of one 
man or of one company ; at least do nothing '0 
assist it, for I earnestly believe—and the expe: 
rience of other countries teaches it—that this 
is the most dangerous of all the sunken rocks 
from among which our ship of State must be 
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cafely steered, if we would not have her broken 
- pieces against their jagged sides. The dis- 
soaal to settlers in limited quantities of the 
: blic land builds up a grand army of yeo- 
santy, which in time of peace will make this 
proad continent to blossom as the rose, and 


| 
| 


which, in time of war, will prove a bulwark | 


against which the nations of the earth may 


dash in vain; but follow the policy of the last | 


+weyty years On this question, and you build 
ap ‘ny the nation a land system which will ever 
pr we a weakness and a mockery to republican 
institutions. 

{am aware, Mr. Speaker, that a proposition 
to amend the Constitution of the United States 
is a matter of so serious and important a char- 


acter as to demand the most profound consid- | 


eration of every American law-maker. But 
this is no new question suddenly sprung upon 
the attention of members. 
great West, of all political parties, have been 
for years demanding the very object for which 
|here contend. It cannot be that gentlemen 
have been deaf to these cries. They have pen- 
etrated into every town, village, and hamlet in 
the land. It is true that this demand has taken 
no definite shape; that no course has been 
yatked out for the attainment of the desired 
result. But that that result is anxiously, ay, 
prayerfully, looked for by the American poor 
no gentleman on this floor will pretend to 
deny. Knowing the difficulties attending the 


passage of a constitutional amendment, I have | 


carefully considered every other mode that has 
been suggested, but I find that they all fall 
short of the object to be attained. Whatever 
may be said on the stump or elsewhere, both 
of the great political parties of the country 
have decided by their action that Congress 
has the constitutional power to give, grant, or 
sell the public lands of the United States to 
whom it pleases, and in limited or unlimited 
quantities. 


In view of the facts of the case it is some- 


what amusing, even in sO serious a matter, | 


to hear members of the Opposition berate the 
party in power for granting lands to rail- 
roads when a very trifling familiarity with the 
statutes of the United States would show that 
the Democratic party inaugurated the system, 
and that during the administration of Presi- 
dent Pierce alone nearly five thousand miles 
of railroad were subsidized with land grants 
by a Democratic Congress. That the Repub- 
licans have followed this example I do not 
deny. I merely state the fact to show that 
whatever partisans may say about the other 
side being the sinner, both parties have de- 
cided that the grants can be made under the 


Constitution as it stands, and that therefore | 


oe ae remedy is to change the Constitution 
itself, 

While I believe that the building of the 
great railway uniting the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans was demanded by every consideration 
of patriotism and a wise public policy, and that 
when that enterprise was inaugurated the pub- 
lic welfare demanded that no consideration of 
economy should prevent its early completion, 
yet I think that the prodigality that a wise 


statesmanship then dictated, has caused legis- | 


lators to lose sight of the necessities which then 
pressed the nation, and to erect that grant into 
a precedent for enriching any railroad com- 


pany that has sufficient audacity to ask the || 


favor. 
Che railroad land-grant system is not the 


The people of the | 
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only evil which this amendment would cure. | 


[he infamous system of the private entry of 
public lands would be forever crushed out ; 
the system by which the capitalist is made 
richer, the poor of the country poorer, and by 
which the Government does not gain one cent. 
Mr. Speaker, it is, of course, unnecessary for 
me to produce a long array of figures to show 
the amount of land that has during the last 
nineteen years been given or sold at a nominal 


price to corporations and capitalists. These | 











figures have been before you so often that 
their immensity has lost its power to surprise 
you. Suffice it to say, that one third of all this 
vast patrimony of the people, or an area equal 
to that of the thirteen original States, has thus 
been squandered. Is it not time to pause ere 
the remainder slip from our hands and all the 
vast good of which it is susceptible be denied 
us forever? Surely it is time. 

We can only judge of the future by the past, 
and judging by that, before the year 1900, if 
we follow the present system, every foot of 
the public domain will have been concentrated 
in the hands of large landed proprietors, and 
the laboring poor will have been robbed of 
that to which they have as just a claim as the 
greatest capitalist in the land. 

Gentlemen may say that the system I pro- 
pose will prevent the grant of land to States 
for educational purposes. This is true, but it 
does not prevent the grant to the States of 
the proceeds of the sale of any portion of the 
land. But I would have the title in fee remain 
in the General Government until the settler 
shall take it. Under this rule we would have 
no awful perversion of the Government’s 
bounty; no system of State land laws which 
robs the poor of all power to acquire the land, 
and gives the rich every facility for making it 
his own, as is now the case in some of the 
States of this Union. 

I have thus, Mr. Speaker, very briefly and 
very crudely, given some of the many reasons 
that’ might be adduced why this amendment 
should be ingrafted on the Constitution of the 
Republic. If something be not done, and that 
quickly, the people’s heritage will soon have 
been taken from them to the last acre. But 
take away the power of any future Congress to 
dispose of the public lands except to settlers in 
small quantities, and you can count on the 
fingers of your two hands the years within 
which the great West will be filled by a race 
of hardy pioneers, whose homes will dot every 
valley and deck every mountain side. They 
will be lovers and defenders of freedom, too, 
for on the other side of this continent our 
grand old mountains, our boundless prairies, 
our immense forests, and magnificent rivers 
are alike the teachers and the temples of a 
free and a brave people. The cry of the sav- 
age beast and more savage Indian will be 
drowned by the music of the Sabbath bells, 
and cities and towns, and churches and schools, 
and all the evidences of a higher, of American 
civilization, will be seen from the Missouri river 
to the Sierra Nevada. 
from the wilderness, like Minerva from the brain 
of Jupiter, full-grown, armed and equipped, 
ready for peace or war. 
soon come when we may truly say that while— 


‘“‘Thebes marched her thousands from a hundred 
gates, 

We march our millions from a hundred States!” 

And now, in conclusion, let me say, Mr. 
Speaker, that while | ask and hope that when 
this resolution is placed upon its passage many 
Democrats will support it, yet it is with pecu- 
liar pleasure that | ask the Republican mem- 
bers to assist me in placing this, the brightest 
gem of all, in the crown of the great Repub- 


lican party. It has much to be proud of. It has | 
by its actions, written the brightest page in the | 


world’s history of freedom. it has conquered 
a gigantic rebellion against this Republic and 
thus saved to the humble and downtrodden 


| of all nations an asylum and a home, where 


all men are equal before the law. It stretched 
forth its arm and the manacles crumbled and 
fell from the limbs of every slave in the land. 


It passed the homestead law, more beneficent | 


in its purposes than any other law ever passed 
by any nation of the earth. Let us add this 
to the diadem of its brilliant deeds, that it 
gave all the vast public domain as homes to 
the toiling poor. Do this, and all the genera- 
tions that are to come will rise up and call its 
name blessed ! 


New States will spring | 


And the time will | 


LANDS TO THE SOLDIER. 


Mr. DUELL. Mr. Speaker, two measures 
are now pending before this House, designed 
to do partial justice to the defenders of the 
Union, in the suecess of which I feel a deep 
interest. The one is a bill introduced by me 
on the first day of the present session, and 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
entitled ‘*A bill granting bounty lands to 
all honorably discharged soldiers and sailors 
who were mustered into the service of the 
United States in the war commenced in 1861 
for the suppression of the rebellion.’’ That 
bill is in the following words: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That every private soldier and officer 
who has served in the Army of the United States 
during the recent rebellion, and who was honorably 
discharged, and has remained loyal to the Govern- 
ment, and every seaman, marine, and officer, orother 
person who has served in the Navy of the United 
States orin the Marine corps during the rebellion, 
and who was honorably discharged, and has re- 
mained loyal to the Government, shall be entitled to 
receive a certificate or warrant from the Department 
of the Interior for one hundred and sixty acres of 
land: Provided, That the person so having been in 
service shall not receive said land-warrant if it shall 
appear by the muster-roll of his regiment or corps 
that he deserted or was dishonorably discharged 
from service: Provided further, That the benefits of 
this section shali be held to extend to wagon-masters 
and teamsters who may have been employed, under 
direction of competent authority, in time of war, in 
the transportation of military stores and supplies. 

Sec. 2. That in case of the death of any per- 
son who, if living, would be entitled to a certificate 
or warrant as aforesaid under this act, leaving a 
widow, or, if no widow, any minor child or chil- 
dren, shall be entitled to receive a certificate or 
warrant for the same quantity of land that such 
deceased person would be entitled to receive under 
the provisions of this actif now living: Provided, 
That a subsequent marriage shall not impair the 
right of any such widow to such warrant if she be a 

widow at the time of making her application: And 
| events further, That those shall be considered 
minors who are so at the time this act shall take 
effect. 

Sec. 3. That said certificates or warrants may be 
assigned, transferred, and located by the warrantees, 
their assignees, or their heirs-at-law, according to 
the provisions of existing laws regulating the assign- 
ment, transfer, and location of bounty-land war- 
rants. No warrant issued under the provisions of 
this act shall be located on any public lands except 
such as shall at the time be subject to sale at either 
the minimum or lower graduated prices. 


It will be seen, Mr. Speaker, that this bill 
places the soldiers and sailors who served in 
the war for the suppression of the rebellion 
upon the same footing, in respect to bounty 
lands, with those who served in the war of the 
Revolution, the war of 1812, and the Mexican 
war. It ingrafts no new principle upon the 
legislation of the country in regard to our 
bounty laws, but is in harmony therewith. Did 
the men who served in the two wars last named 
show any more bravery, did they endure more 
perils and sufferings and deprivations than did 
those men who fought forthe Union from 1861 
to 1865? Then why withhold this pittance 
from these brave men? Why make a distinc- 
|| tion between those who have served their coun- 
try with equal fidelity and patriotism ? 

But it is said by those who oppose this meas- 
ure that the amount of land appropriated by 
this bill is so enormous that it would absorb 
nearly all of the public domain. Concede this 
to be true; had we not better dispose of the 
public lands in this way than to squander them 
in projects for waste and plunder with which 
we are presented every day? But the most 
extravagant calculation yet made by any of the 
opponents of this measure only makes the num 
ber of acres to be appropriated in the shape o! 
bounties to the soldiers one hundred and sixty 
millions. Hon. Mr. Julian, chairman of the 
Committee on the Public Lands in the Thirty 
Ninth Congress, in an adverse report made by 
him on a similar proposition, says : 

“If we estimate at one million the number of 
soldiers and seamen who may fairly claim bounties 
on the score of a just equalization under the !egis- 
| lation of Congress. which is a very moderate estimate 

according to official statements recently made by the 

provost marshal general, one million land warrants 


would be thrown into circulation by the policy of 
\| land bounties. Computing that each warrant would 


























eall for one hundred and sixty acres, the quantity 
of the pu lor required would be one hun- 
dred and #ixty million acres probably more 
than o { 101 the entire arabie portion of the 
PAI ” 

It 1 here concedes | | y one ot the best in 
forn lo tiemen who bave Op} sed t nea 

| ! | ‘ ‘ : 
ure that only about one fourth of the arable 
Pen & 5 . 
ruion ¢ { our } ubiic iands would be required , 
: ' 1.49 5 

but whether a little more or a iittle less, | 
believe the quantity may well be spared in the 
discharge of a debt so binding and obligatory 


ple of honor and justice as that 


ie} » the soldiers who | for the Union. 
Our Government is rich in lands. It has been 
hitherto liberal in its gifts to individuals and 
to companies, Vast grants are continually 


estimated 
been 
wilhina lew years, 


, and it is 
seventy-three million 


being made by Congress 
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voted to railroad « 
| wo ild ask, ig there any justice or propriety in 
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voting to give away the public land to inc ie 
j rated com] inies for the construction of rail- 
roads and other works of internal improve 
ment, and refuse to accede to so re: onable, 
sO just a& propos bas thi 

But, Mr. Speaker, we are told that much 
of this land will find its way into the hands 
of speculators. Concede this to be true, and 
what of that? Is this any reason why we shall 
not do justice to a meritorious class of our 
ciuzent lL apprehend that peculators can 
not get these land warrants without paying 
omething to the med recipients of this 
bounty Si we br that we must not 
do justice to the soldier, for fear that specula- 
ii rs may pe ibly be bene lited ; that those 


who would receive and appropriate these lands 


to the support ar d comfort of their declining 
years shail not have them for fear that others 
may be less prudent,-and may by their own 
acts thwart our efforts to do them good? Sir, 
this is a sort olf reasoning, a kind of ethics 
I do not understand, nor do I| desire to 

It is said by the opponents of this measure 


that we have a homestead law which gives the 
publie d oldiers, in common with 
{ by actual settlement 


infin to whe 
all others. if follow: 


and the payment ¢ fafee to defray the expenses 
of the land d partment. This is true, Mr. 
Spe aker. It is also true that deserters, cow- 
ards, andthe basest men who ever lived in the 
land, are entitled to one hundred and sixty 
acres, side by side with the scarred veteran 
who maintained the h rand integrity of the 
old {| iy at Antietam, te ysb irg, Vicksburg, 
the Wilder ind other battle-fields of the 
rebellion. It is beeause the soldier has no 
substantial benefit inder the homestead law 
beyond that given to the civilian that I am in 
favor of givi him bounty land outright. 
very one will ( Ct le ihat the homestead 
law is not adapted to the wants and circum- 


1% 
i 


ed sol 


} 
stances of disal 
and children ¢ f those 


liers, nor to the widows 
who have died of disease 
or were slain in battle. ‘They cannot remove 
to the far West and enter upon and cultivate 
the land set apart under the homestead law, 
Many a dece ast d soldier has left behind him 
minor children who, if they were to inherit a 
land warrant tor one hundred and SIXLy acres, 
would ca to be located now, and when 
they arrived at the proper age, enter upon and 
cultivate the land for their support and main 
But if you make no other provision 
for disabled soldiers, and the widows and chil- 
dren of those who have died, than that pro- 
vided for by the homestead law, you practically 
deprive that large and meritorious class of any 
benefit from the public lands, 

I know very well that this bill, like every 
other, is liable to plausible objections of one 
sort and another from acute and ingenious 
men. I know it is said that there was a con- 
tract entered into between the soldier and the 


ise it 


tenance, 


Government by which the soldier was to serve 
and receive for his services a stipulated price, 
This price (which was, a portion of the time, 
sixteen dollars a month) has been paid, and 


| swered by saying: 


now it is insisted that the soldier has no longer 
any claim upon the justice or bounty of the 
Government. Sir, such an argument is un- 
worthy of being urged against a measure hke 
A soldier may have foughtand suffered, 
and lost perchance a limb in defense of our 
country’s rights and honor, and received as 
compensation sixteen dollars per month. The 
United States, in paying that sixteen dollars 
per month, complied with its part of the con- 
tract; and now let the poor soldier totter and 
limp on to his grave, and let all appeals to the 
and generosity of his country be an- 
‘* You entered into a con- 


+} . 
villd. 


justice 


| tract with the United States ; the United States 


has paid the sixteen doilars, and thus dis- 


charged all its obligations to you; 80 go your |; Suppose it does; should this be interposed ag 
‘ j ‘ as 


way.’ 
Mr. Speaker, we have never in any contest 
paid as good wages to our soldiers as they 


|} could have earned in any other profession ; 


yet they have never been wanting in the hour 


of their country’s need, and their blood has 


been poured out like rain. 
avoided the expense and danger of standing 


| armies in time of peace, while we have fully 


met all the exigencies of war. It seemsto me 





We have thus | 


that in discharging this debt of gratitude we | 


owe to our citizen soldiery we should be in- 
creasing our strength and power as a nation, 
and we shouldattach more closely to our Union 
those who have hitherto proved their gallantry 
in the field, and would be ready again, by 
generosity, magnanimity, and conciliation, to 
show that they were not unworthy of the ben- 
efits conferred upon them. 

i hope, Mr. Speaker, that this bill may 


| become a law without unnecessary delay ; and 


I feel confident that the country and our con- 


| stituents will approve it. 


he other measure referred to by me in the 
beginning of my remarks is the proposition to 
equalize bounties on the basis of the time of 
service. I had the honor to introduce a bill 
for this purpose on the 18th day of December 
last, which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and which is in these words: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That all laws heretofore passed granting 
bounties to soldiers are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. That every non-commissioned officer and 
private soldier who served for at least one month 





inthe Army of the United States in the late war | 


against the rebellion, and who was honorably dis- 
charged, shall be paid, from any moneys in the Uni- 
ted States ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, as 


bi unty, the sum of $8 33) per month forthe time | 


soldier was in the service: 
where any such soldier has received bounty under 
any of the heretofore existing laws granting boun- 
ties to soldiers in said war, the amount so received 
shall be deducted from the amount 
this act: And provided further, That the provisions 
of this act shall not apply to oflicers and soldiers 
ofthe regular Army. 

Skee. 3. That all applications for bounty on file 
before the passage of this act shall be considered as 
made under the provisions of this act, and shall be 
settled and paid in accordance therewith. 


such 


‘The justice and equity of this measure is so 
apparent that no argument is needed in its 
support. Itis intended to reach the class of 
men who volunteered at an early period of the 
war, and who received little or no bounty at 
the hands of the General Government. These 
men went into the service regardless of pay 
and bounty, through love of country and true 
patriotism. Those who served the whole term 
of three years received a bounty of $100 under 
the act of Congress approved July 22, 1861, and 
by a subsequent act passed July 2 
received $100 more, making but two thirds of 
the bounty paid by the Government to later 
volunteers who served for a less period of time. 
lor instance, the men who volunteered in 1863 
and 1864 entered the service under the induce- 
ment of $300 bounty for three years’ service 


or during the war, and the men thus enlisting | 


were dis¢harged before having served two 
years on account of their services being no 
longer required, receiving on their discharge 
the full $300 bounty. 


8, 1866, they | 


granted by | 





| 
| 





| with disease, and unable to continue } 





| oceans. 
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| rupt Treasury, the people depressed and 
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canes 
There is still another class who 


rouls 
reached by this bill. would } 


Those who enlisted 


A 


1861 for three years, and who were discehare j 
for disability before the expiration of two y.., 
from the date of their enlistment, r aoe 


str eceived no 
bounty whatever. Many of these men end 


the hardships of asoldier’s life, and ane 
ticipated in battles, but being stricken dow, 
, Onger + 
the service, were discharged just before ‘the 
expiration of two years. ‘Vo all such this bill 
will afford relief, and many others whose cas, 
are equally meritorious. ret 

Mr. Speaker, the only objection which I haye 
heard urged against this measure is that it will 
take some millions from the national Treagyry 


an argument against the passage of @ just and 
equitable proposition like this? 

{ can well conceive how, in the early days 
of the Republic, with a depleted and ‘bank. 
; borne 
down by protracted war, the Government shoy i 
fail to pay the sums due those who had f ught 
the battles for our independence. But, an 


at this day, with an overflowing Treasury, and 
| @ country abounding in wealth and _ prosper. 


4 


ity, no such objection can be success{ylly 
interposed. Nature has been profuse in her 
gifts to our country. She has placed it jp 
the center of the continent, between the great 
lakes and Gulf, and given it frontage on two 
She bas interlaced it with arteries 
of commerce in the shape of rivers, and 
supplemented it with sixty thousand miles of 
railway. She has given us a soil more fer. 
tile than the countries of Europe, and she has 
given us beds of minerals, forests, and water. 
power to set our mechanism in motibn. 

In contemplating the greatness of our coun- 
try, and looking at its present prosperity, we 
should not forget that the men for whom | 
am now pleading saved this great country from 
destruction. They nobly responded to the 
call of our late lamented President, Abraham 
Lincoln, and sacrificing everything dear to the 
human heart, freely offered their lives to save 
the Republic. They left homes of plenty and 
the society of loved ones to fight forthe old flag, 
The Government demanded the sacrifice ; it 
was granted. It asked forthe soldier’s blood; 
it was freely given. Itasked for his limbs, and 
he gave them. For what? For his country 
and her honor. It asked for a sacrifice of his 
business interest; it was yielded. It demanded 


Provided, That || of him that he should exchange the indescril 


able happiness of domestic life for the dangers 
of the camp and the field; he made the 
exchange. It told him to sever all the domes- 
tic ties; he cut them asunder at its bidding 
The American people should never forget that 
‘Four hundred thousand men, 
The brave, the good, the true, 
In tangled wood, in mountain glen, 
On battle-plain, in prison-pen, 
Lie dead for me and you. 
Four hundred thousand of the brave 
Have made our ransomed goil their grave 
For me and you.” 

Mr. Speaker, the people of the United States 
desire to mark their grateful appreciation o 
the services of the brave men who incurre' 
hardship, underwent fatigue, and encounter 
peril in defense of the Union. The public 
mind has settled that point. The popular 
heart throbs with emotions of gratitude 
which will not brook a check. This Congress 
cannot with any show of fairness and justice 
put off the passage of this measure any longer; 
it would subject us to the charge of parsimony 
and ingratitude. 

In justice to this branch of the Congress it 
is proper that I should state that a bill for the 
equalization of bounties has repeatedly passed 
this House, but has always been ignored by 
the Senate. Itrust thatthis Congress wil! not 
adjourn without passing some proper bill for 
the equalization of bounties, so that these men 
who volunteered at an early period of the war 
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ay receive, even at this late day, something 
ike justice at our hands. If any class ismore 
‘ed than another to the special regard of 


otit 


1] 
} 
+} 
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i 
i} 


‘ye jaw-making and bounty-dispensing power | 


~*Goyernment, it is the men who volunteered || 
hen no bounties were offered ; the men who | 
‘oguntered the toils, the dangers, the hard- | 


‘hips, and privations of the camp, from no 
‘,dacement but the love of country. 

" The distinguished gentleman from Indiana, 
ifr. Julian,) the former chairman of the 
Committee on the Public Lands, while oppos- 
¢ the grant of lands to our soldiers, recom- 
mended in the strongest terms the passage of 
a bill to equalize bounties. In the report 


made by him from the Committee on the Publie | 


Lands, at the first session of the ‘I hirty-Ninth 
Congress, to which I have already alluded, he 
remarks : 

“But while the committee cannot recommend the 
“empt to equalize the bounties of our soldiers by 
-rants of land, they are very decidedly in favor of 
such equalization in money. Equality is equity,’ 
nd the nation cannot refuse to heed this maxim in 
jealing with the brave men who protected the law- 
makers of this Capitol during the war, and saved 
the country itself from destruction. Nor do we ac- 
cept the plea of national poverty so often urged, in 
‘he light of the boundless resources developed by our 
war of four years. The amount required for a fair 
equalization of these bounties we are sure has been 
much overstated; but whatever it may be, we think 
‘+ should be provided for with no unnecessary delay. 
‘With the soldiers there was no task too great, no 
acrifice too large, no duty too. arduous, no hardship 
too severe; but with an alacrity that marked their 
earnestness in the cause, they cheerfully responded 

every order, claiming none other shield than the 

nsciousness that their banners were the emblems 
{ liberty, of justice, and of truth.’ The prayer of 
these men must neither be denied nor evaded when 
they only ask the nation for justice.” 


DISPOSITION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. SLATER. Mr. Speaker, in the annual 
message of the President sent into this House 

n the 4th of last December, among other 
recommendations will be found the following: 

“T renew my recommendation that the public 

nds be regarded as a heritage to our children, to 

e disposed of only as required for oceupation and 
to actual settlers. Those already granted have been 
ngreat part disposed of in such a way as to secure 

ress to the balance by the hardy settler who may 
wish to avail himself of them, but caution should 
be exercised even in attaining so desirable an 
object.” 

It is not my purpose, Mr. Speaker, in call- 
ing attention to this recommendation, to assail 
the public-land policy of the Administration, 
whatever it may be, but rather to invite atten- 
tion to the fact that the President has made a 
recommendation touching the disposal of the 
public lands, and to consider what is recom- 
mended in connection with a proposition now 
pending before this House tonching the dis- 
posal of a portion of these public lands. 

With the recommendation the President 
couples the statement of a fact touching the 
disposition of lands already granted, and the 





result of such disposition, with which he | 


appears to be satisfied, but deems it proper to 
add a suggestion of caution. 


Sir, if 1 comprehend the full force and mean- | 


ing of the passage referred to, itis to the effect 
that while the President recommends that the 
public lands ‘* should be disposed of only as 
required for occupation and to actual settlers,’’ 
he also recognizes the fact that the means of ac- 
cess to them is an essential prerequisite to their 
occupation and disposition, and states that the 
means of access has been largely secured by 
‘ormer grants, but admonishes that ‘‘ caution 
should be exercised even in attaining so desir- 
able an object.’’ I take it, therefore, that a 
measure which has for its object the opening 
of extensive districts of the public lands to set- 
Uement, which furnishes the means of access 
to such districts, and secures the right of occu- 
pancy, and provides for their final disposition 
to the actual settler only, upon reasonable 
terms properly guarded, would be in harmony 
with the terms of this recommendation of the 
President, 

Mr. Speaker, with this very brief reference 
to the subject of the disposition of the public 
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land, as presented in the annual message of | 


the President, I desire to invite the attention 
of the House to the consideration of a propo- 
sition to give Government aid toward the con- 
struction of a railroad from Portland, Oregon, 
to intersect the Central or Union Pacific rail- 
road at or near Salt Lake. ‘This proposition 
is presented in a bill which I had the honor 
to introduce into this House on the 13th day 


| of last March, and was then referred to the 





Committee on Public Lands. The construc- 
tion of the proposed road is pressed as a meas- 


| ure of vital importance to the people of my 
| State and the 


intervening section between 
Salt Lake and Oregon, and I shall endeavor 
to show that it is also a measure of very great 
and very general importance to the whole 
country. 

In undertaking to present the claims of this 
enterprise to the aid asked, and in urging them 
upon the consideration of the House, Iam not 
unmindful of the fact that in consequence of 


| abuses which have crept into previous legisla- 





tion of the kind asked, there are grave objec- 
tions to be answered, and possibly serious 
opposition to be encountered. But remem- 
bering that our progress as a nation in all our 
material achievements, wonderful in their 
extent and marvelous in their results, is but 
the history of objections answered and opposi- 
tion overcome, | address myself to the discus- 
sion of this proposition, hoping and believing 
that the importance of the proposed road, and 
the great advantages to be derived from its 
early completion, will commend the measure 
to the favor of the House. 

Ju order, sir, to havea complete understand- 
ing of the matter under consideration it is 
necessary to notice the geographical position 
of Oregon as respects not only her sister States 
and Territories, but also as respects the coun- 
tries which lie beyond her western Pacific 
waters; to estimate her material resources 


and capabilities; to take into account her | 
vast territorial area and her meager popula- | 
tion, and to consider carefully her relation | 
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and inspire them with new confidence in the 
near future of Oregon, but it is also directing 
the attention of business, railroad, and com 


| mercial men of the United States to her great 


| and multiplied resources and the advantages of 


her position with reference to transcontinental 
railroad connections, 7 
Stretching through seven degrees of longitude 
and four degrees of latitude, Oregon embraces 
within her territorial limits more than ninety- 
five thousand square miles; Jarger than the great 
States of New York and Pennsylvania com- 
bined; large enough, sir, to make the two States 


| of Illinoisand Indiana, and have scraps enough 


| dark and frowning mountain ranges 


left tomake two more States as large as Con- 
necticut and Rhode Island; large enough to 
carve out of her territory the six . England 
States and have mountains enough left to make 


| another State as large asthe State of Maine, 


with Mount Hood undisposed of. Itistrue, sir, 
her vast territory is somewhat furrowed with 
8, whose 
peaks in some instances rise to regions of per- 
petual snow, but between their rugged ridges 
or hid away in their fastnesses are valleys of 
surpassing beauty and fertility. 

To give an idea of her territorial extent | 
have drawn a comparison with other and more 
prosperous States; and now, sir, let me extend 
the comparison to her valleys. The Willa- 
mette valley alone is as large as either of the 


| States of Vermont, New Hampshire, or Massa- 


| chusetts. 


to the great commercial currents and centers | 


of the United States, from which alone we 
may be able to approximate a correct esti- 
mate of the beneficial influence the comple- 
tion of the proposed line of railroad will have 


in developing and pecopling new sections of | 


our country, and in opening new thorough- 


fares of business and new lines of commercial | 


intercourse. 

Situated in the far northwest of the Union, 
Oregon is separated from the States of the 
Mississippi valley by a vast arid and almost 
treeless region of more than one thousand 


miles in extent from east to west, having no | 


eonnection with those States by railroads or 
interior river navigation. Her position has 
been and now is one of complete isolation from 
her sister States as respects the usual means 
of commercial intercommunication, excepting 
so far as intercourse may be had by means of 
the Pacific ocean on the west and the Colum- 
bia river on the north. This isolation has 


been so complete in the past as to greatly | 


retard her growth and settlement, restrict her 
enterprise, prevent the development of her re- 
sources, and limit her home trade and foreign 


| commerce. Indeed, sir, until quite recently but 


litthke was known upon this side of the continent 
respecting her material interests, her vast re- 
sources, mild climate, great richness of soil, 


and the range of her fraits and agricultural || 
And even now the important posi- | 


products. 
tion, geographically, which she holds with 
respect to the commercial centers of the Uni- 
ted States and the commerce of the Pacific 
ocean, now tending toward the United States, 
is but vaguely realized. 


But thanks to the triumphs of engineering | 


skill the completion of the Pacific railroad, 
and the revolution which this great work has 
inaugurated in the commercial world, has not 
only served to awaken the hopes of her people 





| 


| stores of wealth, waiting to 


The Umpqua and Rogue river val- 
leys are each as large as the State of Con- 
necticut. Betweeu the Coast mountains (which 
extend the whole length of the State) and the 
Pacific ocean there are timbered valleys suf- 
ficient in the aggregate to make half a dozen 
or more States ot the size of Rhode Island; 
and east of the Cascade range (which is the 
great range of the State) the aggregate of her 
agricultural valleys will equal the territorial 
extent of the State of Indiana. Lut, sir, her 
mountains are not without value in an estimate 
of her material wealth. They abound with 
valuable minerals and metals, such as coal, 
iron, lead, copper, gold, and silver, and for the 
most part are covered with dense forests of the 


| finest and most valuable timber, and from their 


sides come leaping innumerable water-courses, 
sufficient when utilized to turn all the spindles 
of New England. Add to allthis her almost in- 
exhaustible stock-range, upon her table-lands 
and grass-covered hills aud lower ranges of 
mouutains, literally sufficient to feed the herds 
upon a thousand hills, and you have a picture 
of material and undeveloped wealth unsur- 
passed, if equaled, in the United States or 
elsewhere. ; 

Yet sir, to occupy this vast territory, develop 
these immense resources of material wealth, 
to furnish the capital and build the immense 
lines of railroads necessary to bring us into 
connection with the commercial centers of the 
United States, we have about as many people— 


| men, women, and children—as we have square 


miles of territory. Is it asked why it is that 
Oregon has progressed so slowly in settlement 


| and population, having been first settled thirty 


years ago? I have already intimated that iso- 


| lation was the cause; but let me here read the 


answer of a distinguished gentleman of this 
House from Pennsylvania, [Mr. MKeuury, | 
made to this very question. It is found in au 
eloquent and able address delivered by that 
gentleman at the city of Philadelphia, the 
12th of last June. Speaking of our northwest 
coast, he said: 

**Do you ask, as others have done, why with sach 
respond with such 
boundless generosity to the demands of man, the 
population does not equal one man, woman, or ebild 
to each square mile? If you do, the answer is ready. 
Lt is because the people and (iovernment of the 
United States did not promptly respond to the sug- 
gestion of Asa Whitney, and either by the means 
proposed by him, or those they should select, connect 
our Pacific territory with the great lakes by railway. 
Had that been done, and the way been then opened 
to emigrants, Washington Territory would long since 
have been divided into two or more States; Cali- 
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fornia and Oregon would be great commercial rivals, 
and the population of our Pacific States woald equal 
or exceed tbat busy and blessed New England. 

*To reach the golden lands of the Pacific const 
has been a matter of too much time and expense for 
the poor man, and too full of trials for families. The 
fact that, in spite of these almost insuperable difficul- 
ties, so many intelligent people have found their 
wag thither, is a testimonial to the wonderful at- 
tractions of the country and the immense rewards 
it offers to industry and enterprise.”’ 

Look, sir, at the dreary miles of travel which 
had to be made with ox teams from the Mis- 
souri river to Portland, Oregon, over a hot, 
arid waste of sand and sage-brush. [or more 
than a thousand miles of this long and weari- 
some road the emigrant, starting out with his 
family to seek a new home, was compelled to 
guard by day and by night his all trom the 
fierce and stealthy attacks of the red man of 
the plains; and too often, sir, where he made 
his camp at night, to rest himself, his wife, and 
little ones, became their graves on the morrow. 
Such, sir, are some of the difficulties which 
have been encountered in the settlement of 
that se¢tion of the United States. But I do 


not desire to recount the perils and hardships | 


of the past; our hopes and expectations have 
to do with the future. The completion of the 
Union Pacific railroad to Salt Lake annihilated, 
so to speak, more than half of the distance 
intervening between Oregon and the great lines 
of speedy communication reaching eastward 
from Omaha; and now it is the remaining 
distance from Salt Lake to Portland we are 
anxious to span with a railroad. 

The south line of Oregon is the forty-second 
parallel of north latitude. By running the eye 
across the map of the United States on that 
yarallel, it will be seen that Chicago, Illinois, 
loledo, Ohio, and the city of New York, are 
all south of that parallel, while Boston is just 
north of it. The mouth of the Columbia river 


is in latitude 46° 15’ north, and is a degree | 


and a half west of the Golden Gate. Port- 
land, Oregon, is in latitude 45° 30’ north, and 
is half a degree west of the city of San Fran- 
cisco. Portland may be reached by ocean 
steamers at all seasons of the year, and is 
the western terminus of the proposed road. 

The north end of Salt Lake, the point of 
intersection with the Central Pacifie road, is 
in 41° 30’ north latitude, and the course of 
the route selected is very direct and remark- 
ably straight. From Omaha to Ogden by the 
Union Pacific is 1,032 miles; from Ogden to 
the navigable waters of the Columbia river, 
as ascertained by Colonel Hudnutt in a pre- 
liminary survey made in 1868-69, under the 
direction of the Union Pacific Company, is 


670 miles; and from thence to Portland, by | 


Government survey, is 145 miles, making the 
whole distance from Ogden to Portland 815 
miles; and from Omaha to Portland the dis- 
tance would be 1,847 miles, being sixty-seven 
miles less than from Omaha to San Francisco. 
But by making the connection at Granger the 
whole distance will be very materially short- 
ened. Colonel Hudnutt states the distance 
from the Columbia river to Granger (a point 
just west of Green river) to be 688 miles, and 
from the Columbia river to Omaha 1,665 
miles. General Dodge in his report to the 
Union Pacific Company, as surveyor-in-chief 
in 1869, makes use of the following language: 


“The total distance from Portland to Monument | 
point is 745 miles, and to the Missouri river 1,822, or | 


irom Granger’s, $23 miles, and 1,700 miles from Mis- 
souri river, making a saving in distance by Ham’s 
fork of 134 miles, and avoiding the sammit of the 
Wasatch and Sierra Nevada mountains, with heavy 
grades and sharp curves,”’ 

Irom this it will appear, Mr. Speaker, that 
this route would be 214 miles shorter than the 
present line to San Francisco. 

With this connection Chicago could be 
reached from Portland, Oregon, by present 
lines in 2,200 miles, and St. Louis in 2,180; 
and from the navigable waters of the Columbia 
river Chicago could be reached in 2,065 miles, 
and St. Louis in 2,045 miles. 
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construction of the proposed road will complete 
a through line of railway having very many 
important advantages. 
Dodge, in the report already referred to, says: 

“From the date of my first examination for the 


Pacific railroad, in 1863, each year’s development | 


has convinced me that the true route to the Pacific 
ocean was, after reaching the valley of Green river, 


by way of Ham’s fork, Bear, Snake, and Columbia | 


rivers to Portland and Puget sound.”’ 
Sir, among the advantages of this route may 


be noticed the fact that it shortens the line of' | 


travel by sea and land between the great body 
of the population of the United States and the 


countries of India, China, and Japan, seven or | 
eight hundred miles, and will be found on | 


comparison to be much shorter than any route 
now proposed to tide- water on the Pacific, and, 
looking to the great difficulties to be encount- 
ered by any transcontinental road, such as 
mountains, and snows of winter, we shall find 
that this presents as few as any north of the 
thirty-second parallel, the greatest of which are 


_ encountered between Omaha and Salt Lake. || 
Krom this point one very important advan- | 
tage is that it reaches the navigable waters of | 
the Columbia river three hundred miles from | 


its mouth, and follows its course, passing on a 

low level and easy gradients from the interior 
| plateaus and basins of the continent to the 

tide-waters of the Pacific ocean, its egress 

being through the doorway made by the pas- 
| sage of the waters of that great river through 
'| the Cascade range, which extends unbroken, 

with this exception, from latitude 41° north far 
| into British Columbia. 

Thus far, Mr. Speaker, I have endeavored to 
map out the points to be affected by the con- 
|| struction of the proposed road, and have given 

locations and distances by which the import- 

ance of the road may be, in some measure, 
estimated, as well in its general as local bear- 
| ings. 

Sir, a half century ago the States of Ohio, 
Iilinois, and Indiana constituted the great 
West. Ilow to reach the West of that day 
by the shortest and most expeditious lines 
of communication engrossed the thoughts of 
capitalists, business men, and statesmen. How 
well they solved the problem your great 
lines of railways which have since been con- 
structed from the various commercial centers 

_on the Atlantic sea-board to that section most 
| fully attest. But the West lingers no longer 
in the valley of the Ohio. The great tide of 
emigration and empire ever moving and ever 
pressing westward, long since crossed the 

Mississippi ; its course was not stayed at the 

Missouri; the plains and the Rocky mountains 

have been crossed, and from the western 

declivities of still further off ranges it looks out 
upon the broad waters of the Pacific ocean, 
| whose waves wash more than a_ thousand 
_miles of our western boundary. From the 
/ bosom of this great ocean and beyond its 
waves is to come the fature wealth that will 
enrich our new West, and not only our West, 
| but our whole country. From our Occideut 

we now behold the Orient—the East which 
Columbus thought to reach by sailing directly 
westward from Kurope. There, outstretched 
before us, lies Asia with her thousand millfon 
people, shrouded in the traditions of an 
ancient and effete civilization ; with her untold 
millions of wealth, the accumulation of ages, 
whose cycles are vailed in the impenetrable 
past; with her trade and commerce, that 
prize which has been coveted by more civilized 
nations in every age; between, stretches the 
broad, deep waters of the Pacificocean. There, 
sir, is the field of our future success and the 
prize to be won, the empire of the seas, 

Founded, as it would seem by design, in an 
irreversible Jaw of nature, the Japan current 
comes sweeping up from the equatorial regions 
of the Pacitic and Indian oceans, along the 
southeast coast of Asia, striking aeross the 


‘northern portions of the Pacific between the 


From this it will be readily seen that the || fortieth and sixtieth parallels of north lati- 


Of this route General | 
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tude, and strikes the western coast of Nop 
America in the vicinity of the mouth or » 
Columbia river and the straits of Fy 
lead into the waters of Puget sound, 
understand the importance of this current rer 
be able to calculate what influence it wil] aan 
upon the eastward-bound commerce of Aa. 
bearing it to that particular point upon a 
western coast from whence nature has be 
depressions and breaks in our great mountg;, 
ranges, provided a transit way across our aac, 
tinent, needing only the construction of th; 
road to be wrought into a great commercig| 
highway. ¥ 
Mr. Speaker, I sometimes doubt wheth., 
we as a nation fully comprehend the vastnus: 
of our resources or the importance of Our 
geographical position. Sir, contemplate for 
moment the course of Asiatic commerce te 
past centuries, and the influence it hasexerte 
upon the rise, progress, and decline of othe: 
nations: first, flowing inland across th 
ancient Bosphorus and upon the Mediter. 
ranean sea; subsequently, turning southway) 
through the Indian ocean and around tho 
south of Africa, it has for more than two thoy. 
sand years poured an almost uninterrupted 
stream of wealth into the lap of Europe, 


h 
th of the 
Ca, which 


All Wi 
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first enriching the Roman and Byzantine 
empires, and subsequently, as they fell to pices; 
and went to decay, the southern and westery 

nations of Europe; that in more recent times 

England has principally controlled this yas: 

commerce, and by this means rose to and has 

maintained her position as mistress of the seas: 

and then, sir, remember that we now hold 

a position midway between Europe and Asia, 

and may by our own exertions, properly and 

wisely directed, hold for all time to come thi; 

middle passage between the source, and hith- 

erto recipients, of this great stream of wealth, 

Upon the one side of us are the three hundred 

millions of Europe, upon the other side are 
the thousand millions of Asia, the latter just 

beginning to feel the awakening influences of 

a broader and better civilization. The Atlan- 

tic, which washes our eastern shores, washes 
also the western shores of Europe, and the 
Pacific, which washes our western coast, 
laves also the eastern coast of Asia. Ocean 
currents, the winds of heaven, the indent 

ations of our coasts with bays and _ harbors, 
the course and mouthing of great rivers, 
the breaks and depressions in our mountain 
ranges, and the isothermals of our continent, 
all point to a new course for this commercial 
eurrent. 

It is impossible, sir, to estimate the extent 
and magnitude of the revolution we have it in 
our power to effect; a revolution that will be 
as traly benignin its influence and results asit 
will be peaceful in its progress and its accom: 
plishment. By legislation already had, which 
culminated in the completion of the Central 
and Union Pacifie road, the first fruits of this 
revolution have been gathered. Already, sir, 
there is on sale in the city of New York pro- 
ducts of Asia, which came not by the way o! 
Liverpool, nor yet around Cape Horn, but by 
the new channel overland from San Francisco, 
and daily there are passing eastward upon this 
road long trains of cars laden with teas ani 
silks from China and Japan. And even now 
the tide of travel from eastern Asia to western 
Europe by the way of San Francisco and New 
York has set in. [I cannot resist the tempta- 
tion to quote here the remarks of one of the 
speakers at a collation given upon the comple: 
tion of the Pennsylvania Central to Hollidays: 
burg, on the 18th of October, 1850, which, i0 
the light of subsequent events, are like the 
words of aseer. The speaker said: 

“The English mail from Calcutta will yet, travel 
over our Pennsylvania railroad, and its iron ribs will 
groan under the weight of commodities passing 9 
and fro between the 250,000,000 of people east of the 
Altantic and the 750,000,000 west of the Pacific. The 


discovery of our continent by Columbus was acc: 
dental; but the builders of this road and its several 
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ions through the western States are vin- | 
¢ atin is sagacity. He sailed due west from 
dicating 


to find a shorter route to the wealth of India, 
vas right; the fact that he encountered a con- 
ihe wenid not increase the distance between points; 
one but demonstrate the necessity fora new mode 
i von vey ance. This the railroad and locomotive 
vi ly, Lhe passage of the two oceans by steam, and 
— sing of our country on a railroad, will reduce 
re time requisite for 1 voyage from London to 
ie“ ton to less than thirty days. 
‘e"Columbus wasno enthusiast. He looked calmly 
nd gravely at facts, and spoke the words of sober 
pec and so, let folly sneer as it may, do those 
cin speak of the Pennsylvania road as alinkin the 
= in of commercial facilities which is to girdle the 
earth 7 ee, " **The Mississippi val- 
earth. 
wy of our country the ‘far West’ we look to. 
Columbus would go west to the Indies; and we will 

‘it, The riches of our west, now the East, will 
jade our road, stimulate our agriculture, develop 
our vast mineral resources, quicken and expand our 
enterprise, and drop their fatness throughout our 
porders.”” 

Such was the language of the honorable gen- 
‘leman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Krviry] on 
that occasion. Less than nineteen years from 
that time witnessed the completion of a con- 
iinuous line of railway from ocean to ocean. 
The direct western passage from Europe to 
the ancient Indies had been accomplished. 


Europe 


Is it asked if the Northern and Southern | 
Pacific railroads when completed, with the 


present Pacific road, will not be sufficient to 
supply the wants and demands of the Pacific 
Siates and Territories ? 


will not. 


py natural increase. Every one understands 
that the settlement of all new countries de- 
pends upon either railroad or water commu- 


nication, that without one or both of these | 


the settler cannot sustain himself. The Soufh- 
ern Pacific is to have its western terminus at 
San Diego, about four hundred and fifty miles 
southeast of San Francisco; and the North 
Pacific will reach the ocean from five hun- 
dred to six hundred and fifty miles north of 
San Francisco. From Puget sound to Port- 
land and to Sacramento, and also from Port- 
land to Astoria, provisions have been made 
for the construction of roads, and they are 
now under construction. ‘This, with our very 
limited river navigation, constitutes the whole 
of our facilities for settling that vast country. 
It will be observed that the whole interior 
section between the Rocky mountains and the 
Cascade and Sierra Nevada mountains is wholly 
unprovided -for, except so far as the present 
Pacific road and the Northern and Southern 
roads cross this section from four hundred to 
six hundred miles apart. 

Now, let me ask the gentlemen who repre- 


sent the States of the Mississippi valley west | 


of that river, what would have been the effect 
upon those States if fifteen years ago they had 


been limited to three avenues through which | 


only emigrants could reach there from States 
further east, and through which their surplus 


products could alone have been sent to an | 
If such had been the case, I | 


eastern market ? 
apprehend that the statistics of that section 


would not disclose so marvelous a progress as | 


they now do. Why, sir, look upon any official 
railway map of recent date and note the lines 
of railways which either cross the Mississippi 
river, or, reaching it from the east, other lines 
upon the west side continue westward, and 
freight and travel is transferred by ferries. 
Between New Orleans and St. Paul there are 
not less than eighteen such lines in operation 
or projected, and yet the country in the val- 
ley of the Mississippi and west of that river 
how organized into States is scarcely larger, 
and certainly not more important in com- 
mercial relations, than the Pacific slope. 
"be one section has many thousand miles 
of river navigation, and is only separated by 


. the channel of the Mississippi river from thrifty 
and populous sister States, while the other | 
has but very limited river navigation, and is || 


separated from the other States by avast arid, 
treeless waste. In the one section within the 
past ten or fifteen years the power of rail- 


js not our western country, nor is the Pacific | 


If so, I answer they | 
We want and must have population; || 
this we eannot have without railroads except | 


greatest triumphs have been achieved. 
It is difficult, Mr. Speaker, to convey to the 


mind by words a correct conception of the 


extent of our Pacific possessions, and the great 


difference in the topography of that section | 


as compared with other sections of the coun- 
try. Take the States of California and Oregon, 
and the Territory of Washington, saying noth- 
ing of the intervening country, and we have 
an area of 314,274 square miles—larger than 


the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Mich- || 


igan, Wisconsin, and Missouri combined. 
Add Idaho and Nevada to the Pacific section, 
and the area is over halfa million square miles, 
to equal which, with the States named, you 
may add the States of Minnesota, Nebraska, 
and Iowa. 
|| connecting the States north and west of the 


there are at least ten through lines, all groan- 
ing under the weight of a constantly increas- 
ing business, while numerous lines cross these 


| and have been the great agencies which have 


| ous condition. 


twenty years, and to the actual condition and 
situation of the Pacific section, no one will 
doubt the fact that the present Pacific road, 
| and the Northern and Southern Pacifics, when 
| completed, are totally inadequate to the wants 
|| of settlement and development of the Pacific 
States and Territories. I do not undervalue 
the Northern Pacific railroad to Oregon and 
Washington Territory, but while it will mate- 
|| rially increase our facilities and add to our 


the connection most desired and most needed 
to develop our resources and throw settlements 
into our interior. Iam aware that because 
it is upon a higher latitude running upon the 


a shorter route, and so it may be directly 
between Puget sound and Duluth. 
But looking to the map it will be seen that 


Ohio river, with the Atlantic sea-board, I find | 


filled those States so rapidly with population | 
and developed them to their present prosper- | 


Looking, then, to the results of the last | 


population, it will not and cannot furnish us || 


| shorter lines of the globe it is supposed to be | 


Looking over the list of railroads | 
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| tion with it. 
| monopoly upon each line will be complete ; 
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. gst , 
ways has been most beneficially felt, and their | annual yield cannot now be less than from two 


to three million dollars, while iron and coal 


| mines lie unproductive for want of cheap 


transportation and more abundant labor. 
There is still another reason why additional 
lines should be constructed. We want cheap 
transportation as well as population, and to 
have cheap transportation there must be com- 
petition. This, sir, isa lesson which experi 
ence teaches as often as corporations secure 
a monopoly of the carrying trade, and there 
will be no exception to this rule upon the 
Pacific slope. The Northern Pacific is too far 
away from the present line to be in competi- 
Without the proposed road, the 


with it there isthe means of avery general and 
safe competition which will be beneticial to the 


country, and to Oregon in particular. Beside, 


| sir, just in proportion as our local resources 


are developed, in that ratio will our commerce 


| with Asia and the islands of the Pacific ocean 


'| be increased. 
States in every direction. All these lines have | 
‘been built in little more than twenty years, | 





the great body of population of the United | 


| States are south of a line drawn east and west 


this great body of population, where our com- 
merce is to be diffused, and from whence must 
| come our immigration; and the centers to 
be reached and connected with are Omaha, 
Chicago, St. Louis, Memphis, and Cincinnati. 
Why should the commerce of the Columbia 
be compelled to make the circuit by the forty- 


38° 30’, or Chicago, in latitude 42° north, when 
by the construction of this road it can reach 
its destination in from twelve to twenty-four 
|| hours less time, and from two to five hundred 
| miles less travel. 

Besides, sir, the Northern Pacifie will not 


| through Chicago, Illinois, and it is there, with | 


| eighth parallel to reach St. Louis, in latitude || 


' open a mile of Oregon territory to settlement | 


| which is not already open and accessible by | 
| means of the navigable waters of the Columbia | 


‘river, while the proposed road will open the | 


whole eastern half of Oregon and nearly the 
whole of Idaho Territory. Upon this line, be- 
tween the Columbia river and Salt Lake, there 
is a vast extent of country known to abound in 
coal, iron, copper, and the precious metals; 
large areas of agricultural lands, or which, 
by a general system of irrigation, might be 
| reclaimed to agricultural purposes, and still 
larger areas of grazing lands. 
The grazing lands alone that would be 
opened and made accessible for grazing pur- 
poses by the construction of this road would 


than the entire clip of the United States, which 
annum, worth not less than $25,000,000 an- 
nually. Since 1862 there has been mined from 
the placers along and adjacent to this route full 
$80,000,000 of the precious metals, and the 


sustain sheep enough to produce more wool | 
4 


| is now about one hundred million pounds per | 


| 


It is an old adage that none 
are so far from market as he who has nothing 
to sell, and what is true of an individual in 
this respect, is equally true of a people, and 
it is only an amplification of the adage to say 
that no people have so litile commerce as those 
who have nothing to exchange. If our com- 
merce with Asia is to grow and increase to our 
profit, it must be mainly done by an exchange 
of the products of the Pacific slope. And the 
surest means of stimulating and developing 
that commerce is to encourage the acces 
ment of the local resources of that section, 
that we may have the largest possible amount 
and widest range of products and commodities 
to exchange. ‘The wisdom of such a course it 
would seem impossible to condemn. 

It is proposed, sir, to confer the grant asked 
upon a corporation organized under the gen 
eral laws of Oregon, which is known and styled 
as the Portland, Dalles, and Salt Lake Railroad 
Company, and it is confidently believed that, 
with the aid asked from Congress, this com 


| pany will be fully competent and able to pros 


ecute the work of constructing the proposed 
road to a final and successful completion. I) 
has the confidence of the men who represent 
the business and capital of Oregon, as evi 
denced by the signatures to memorials pre 
sented here and in the other branch of Con 
gress, and will doubtless be sustained to the 
utmost extent out of their private means. 

To enable this company to prosecute this 
great undertaking, and which is not merely 
a local enterprise, Congress is asked to aid 
by a grant of land one hundred feet wide 
upon each side of the road, and also the 
necessary lands for depots, stations, side 
tracks, and other needful uses in operating 


| the road, not exceeding forty acres in any 


one place, and also a further grant of each 
alternate section of publie land to the extent 


| of ten alternate sections per mile upon each 


side of the road; the alternate sections to 
be sold by the United States as other public 
lands are sold, to actual settlers thereon in 
quantities not exceeding one hundred and 
sixty acres to each settler, at a price not to 
exceed $2 50 per acre; the funds arising 
from such sales of the granted lands to be set 
apart as a sinking fund to redeem the first- 
mortgage bonds of the company, which are 


| not to exceed $230,000 per mile of the road ; 





these funds to be invested in the bonds of 
the United States until their application to 
the purchase or redemption of such bonds, 
which is to be effected through the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

I am aware, sir, that within the past few 
years there have been very numerous and very 
extensive grants of the public lands made to 
corporations for the purpose of aiding in the 
construction of railrouds. These grants, either 
from their great number, extent, or the lax 
manner in which they are alleged to have been 
made, or all these causes combined, have 
developed a very strong and growing opposi- 


tom eng 
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tion, which is now brought to bear against 
further like legislation. Itis argued that these 
grants are pernicious in that land monopolies 
were thereby created ; large and valuable bodies 
of lands were withdrawn from settlement, and 
placed beyond the reach or ability of the actual 
settler to acquire title thereto upon reasonable 
terms; that the best interests of the country 
have not been subserved by this legislation, 
but that it bas served to the aggrandizement of 
soulless corporations. I am not disposed in 
any sense to apologize for or to defend any 
of the errors of past legislation, be they real 
or imaginary, but would rather seek to avoid 
them in the future. 

The policy of the General Government in 
the disposal of the public lands would seem to 
be, from her general land laws, to hold them 
subj ct to occupation and settlement by the 
people, affording them every facility to acquire 
title thereto on the most liberal terms. ‘hat 
such is the duty of the Goveroment, I believe 
all parties agree ; at least the Government has 
long since ceased to look to the sale of the 
pubiic lands as a source of any considerable 
public revenue. The great opposition to land 
grants is principally, if not altogether, based 
upon the ground that with few exceptions, and 
these of a recent date, the grants have been 
absolute, vesting the ttle in the grantee upon 
compliance with theterms of the grant, carry- 
ing with itthe absolute right of disposal; which 
lands sogranted, in almost every instance, have 
been beld at exorbitant prices, far beyond the 
reach of the man of limited, or even moderate 
means. Such being the grounds upon which 
the principal objection urged against land 
grants as heretofore made rests, it is fair to 
assume that if these grounds be removed from 
or do not exist in the measure under con- 
sideration, then the objections themselves do 
not apply. 

An effort has been made in this measure to 
avoid these grounds of objection, and to save 
to the settler the rightof entry, occupancy, and 
purchase of the public lands, which will be 
opened and made available by the construc- 
tion of this road, for settlement. The lands 
granted, or rather set apart, to aid in the con- 


struction of the proposed road, are to be sub- 


ject to the right of the actual settler to purchase 
trom the Government, and not of the com- 
pany, by paying $250 per acre. No general 
complaint has ever been made that the re- 
maining lands of the United States within the 
exterior lines of land grants were increased 
in price from $125 to $2 50 per acre; but 
the complaint has been that the granted lands 
could not be bought for a like price. Under 
this bill, however, the settler may purchase 
any of the lands within the lines of the grant, 
granted or ungranted, at his option, and in 
either case of the Government, and at $2 50 
per acre. Monopoly of these lands is impos- 
sible; the company is to have no control 
whatever over them, either in their occupa- 
tion, settlement, or disposal. The settler has 
nothing to do with the company; does not 
know, and is not required to know, the com- 
pany in any step to be by him taken to pro- 
cure his tule. He looks to the Government 
und deals with the Government in purchasing 
his lands. 

It may be objected that the price of these 
Jands are doubled by the bill. Let mo ask 
such as are disposed to urge and act upon this 
objection to consider for a moment the situa- 
tion of the great body of country through which 
this road is to pass; I mean the present situ- 
ation. From the nearest point of the Pacific 
railroad, by present traveled roates, to the 
Columbia river is six hundred miles. Boisé 
City is about midway upon this line. Now, 
sir, everything that is produced east of the Blue 
mountains, or ninety miles from the Columbia 
river and west of the east end of Snake river 


valley, embracing more than forty thousand | 
square miles of territory, must be produced in || 
a shape to walk to market, except so far as a || 
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limited market may be found in the mines near 
by, although the miners cannot begin to con- 
sume what is now produced. Everything which 


pack animals, from ninety to three hundred 


and twenty-five dollars per ton for freight. 
The past fall, when wheat was selling in 
Portland, Oregon, at $1 40 per bushel for 
shipment to Liverpool, in the valley of the 
Grand Ronde, the finest wheat country in 
America, it was worth only forty cents per 
bushel. Sir, I submit the question directly, 
if land at $2 60 per acre within twenty miles 


of a great through line of railroad, as this will | 


be, or within twenty miles of a navigable 
stream connecting with important commercial 
points, is not cheaper, vastly cheaper, to the 
settler than the same quality of land from 
ninety to three hundred miles away at $1 25 
per acre, or even as a gift? What, sir, is 


agricultural land worth without a market for || 


its produets? The great body of this coun- 
try is without settlements, and must so remain 


by the construction of this road. 

There is another feature of this section im- 
portant to be noticed. It forms a part of that 
great interior region of our country which 
stretches from the Missouri river on the east 
to the Sierra Nevada and Cascade mountains 
on the west, and from Fort Benton on the 
north to the southern line of Arizona, em- 
bracing more than one third of our entire ter- 
ritory. In this region navigable water-courses 
are almost unknown, and by far the greater 
part of this area is too dry and arid for agri- 
cultural purposes without irrigation, and 


‘ cannot be occupied by settlements to any con- 


siderable extent without the construction of 
railroads and canals, the former as the only 
means of ingress and egress, and the latter to 
reclaim the lands to agricultural purposes. 
Through this vast extent of unoccupied and 
undeveloped country there is now butone line 
of railway, and about the only additions to the 
nation’s wealth derived from this section is its 
annual product of the precious metals from 
its mines, and these languish or lie undevel- 
oped for want of better facilities of communi- 
cation. 

The country along this route from Ogden 
to Boisé City, a distance of nearly four hun- 
dred miles, isextremely arid anddry ; thesoilis 
strongly impregnated with alkaline substances, 
and unfit for agricultural purposes, until 
leached and reclaimed by irrigation, the facili- 
ties for which are limited, except at great cost 
and labor, and upon an extended scale. The 
vegetation of this section is principally sage- 
brush, interspersed with bunch-grass, and the 
whole country is quite destitute of timber 
for purposes of improvement or even fuel. 
What is true of this particular section is 
equally true of by far the greater part of the 
whole region referred to, The situation of 
the whole section, when broadly stated, is 


that private enterprise is inadequate to the | 
task of opening and reclaiming it to settle- | 


ment. The whole question, then, is resolved 
into this. 
ther setulement or development must be aband- 
oned or indefinitely postponed, or the Govern- 
ment must adopt a liberal policy by granting 
material aid in lands fei the construction 


| of railroads, which alone can open it to settle- 
ment. 


Under the provisions of this bill the grant 
of aid toward the construction of the proposed 
road is in the interest of the settler. The set- 
tlement of the country is the very basis of the 
proposition. The building of the road opens 
a new section to which the settler is invited 
upon the most favorable terms. If the lands 
are good he reaps the advantage, being secured 
in his right of selection and purchase upon 
reasonable terms. Valueless in their present 
condition, it cannot be complained that $2 50 





|| and opened to settlement. 
is brought into this section, in the shape of || 


supplies, must be brought in wagons or upon || and earnest advocacy of the inter 


| landless can be reconciled with op 
miles, at a cost of from forty to one hundred | 


| large in extent, from which the great 


|| vegetables. 


of our citizens to refuse legislation which 
unless it has increased facilities for settlement || 








All hope or expectation of its fur- | 
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o 
per acre will be an unreasonable Price fo, 
these lands after they shall have been reclaimed 
Sir, it is difficult to conceive how an hones 
est of the 
POSition ty 


this measure. Here is a section of coun 


try, 
bod y of 
ebarred 
natural 


that class denominated landless are d 
from settling by impediments in the 
condition of the country which in their nature 
if not insurmountable to the pioneer, are +. 
say the least, more than usually difficult t¢ be 
overcome. Every pound of supplies whic) 
would be needed for himself or family, eyor, 
board, nail, or stick of timber he must nee ; 
the construction of his first rude cabin, mys: 


| be transported from one hundred to thro 
_hundred miles, and before he can grow apy. 
| thing for the sustenance of man or beast. ;) 


many portions, the soil must be reclaimed }yy 
artificial means to a condition of moistyys 
compatible with the growth of cereals gyq 


Js it in the interest of thig elas: 





promises to open such lands to them and rey 


| der their settlement possible ? 


It may be urged that inasmuch as the road 
when built is to be private property, and the 
profits arising from its operation are to go 
into private hands, that therefore no aid shou’ 
be given by Congress toward its construction, 
While the statement of fact is entirely true, i: 
does not follow that the argument is legitimate 
or conclusive. It will not be denied that rail. 
roads are most important agents in commer. 
cial intercommunication, not second in theiy 
imgportance and results to ocean and river 
navigation. The many lines of railway which 
checker our whole country are none the less 


| highways of commerce because they are pri- 


vate property. ‘The ships upon the ocean, the 
steamboats upon our rivers, and the cars upon 
our railways are all carriers of commerce, 
You improve harbors and build sea-walls to 


| render more secure private property in private 


ships upon the sea and lessen the risk to ocean 
commerce. You improve rivers, widen aud 
deepen their channels, to facilitate the flow of 
inland commerce, and to lighten the burdens 
of its carriage in private boats upon iuland 
water-courses. 

All this is done by appropriaticns direcily 
from the Treasury; from money raised by 
general assessment, in one form or another, 
upon the people, who have no other interest 
in ships, foreign or domestic, or the boats 
which ply upon our rivers, or in the commerce 
they carry, than that which flows to them frou 
the enrichment of the nation by the general 
prosperity, thrift, and accretions of its private 
citizens. No one questions the soundness of 
the priuciples upon which such appropriations 
rest. Then, sir, the question arises, whether 
it is more important to the nation to provide 
or improve harbors to facilitate an exchange 
of our products with foreign countries than 1! 
is to provide or improve interior channels of 
transportation to facilitate the transit to our 
sea-board of those products which are first 
requisite to such an exchange? Is it more 
important to have harbors where ships may 
come to load your corn, wheat, cotton, and to 
bacco, than it is to have the facilities to place 
these and other products in your harbors, thai 
ships may be loaded therewith for foreigu 
ports? 

The-benefits of commerce upon seas and 
rivers are derived through private enterprise (0 
the enrichment of the nation, which is but au 
aggregate of individuals and communities, and 
its wealth the sum of private fortunes. If 3 
be legitimate to take from the common fund 
for the improvement of rivers and harbors, 10 
order that the exchange of our products with 
foreign countries may be facilitated, fostered, 
and encouraged, then, sir, by these same rules 
of reasoning and principles of statesmanst'p, 
it may be determined thatit is equally legitimate 
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> take from the same common fund to improve 

« channels of transit from the interior to the 
-y-board, whether by rail or water, to the end 
chat we may have the largest possible amount 
of products toexchange. ‘The value and vol- 
»meof our commerce are exactly measured by 
‘ie amount of home products and commodi- 
' are enabled to send to foreign ports for 
axehange. ‘Then every harbor that is opened, 
every river that is improved, and every rail- 
way that is built, which increases the range or 
‘gount of our exports, by that much swells 
he volume of ourcommerce. And it must be 
-ouceded that if commerce is entitled to be 


ties we 


ee TE 


fostered in any Of its channels, it is entitled |, 


.y the same fostering aid in all its sources of 
augmentation. 


But, sir, an appropriation from the public | 
The claim | 


lreasury 18 not asked in this case. 
for aid rests upon the proposition that out of 
the values the construction of the road will 
practically ereate there ought to be provided 
the means in part for its construction ; and as 
‘hese values will inure to the public lands 
through which the road is to pass, a portion of 
‘hese lands, which, in their present condition, 


are essentially valueless, it is asked shall be | 


set aside in aid of the construction of the road. 
No proposition is better understood, or better 
attested by experience, than that in the United 
States railroads rest for their support and 


success upon the reproductive capabilities | 


of the sections through which they pass or 
which they connect. And since the reproduc- 


portion as A ( 
made available in the support of life, and 
thereby a basis of manufactures, trade, and com- 
merce, in that proportion does the soil become 
valuable and a basis of wealth. These lands 
are unoccupied, the productive power of the 
country through which the road is to pass is 
undeveloped, and the soil without value. 


lts creative power will fix a value to the soil ; 


this power is developed and || 


the public lands will be occupied by thrifty | 


settlers; the now dormant energies of that 
section will be brought into activity, and new 
centers and new channels of commerce and 
trade will be created. Consider, sir, for a few 
moments the creative power of railroads as 
evidenced in the United States. How much 
of the values attached to real estate is wholly 
dependent upon the influence and success of 
railroad enterprise ! 
our greatest strides of prosperity and the set- 
tlement of our vast domain are to a very large 
extent due to railroading as developed within 
the past few years. 

Within the last eight or nine years the Pacific 
road has been built, and its western terminus, 
the city of San Francisco, which at its com- 
mencement had a population of 60,000 peo- 
ple, has now a population of 180,000. Where 
you had no transcontinental trade, there is 
now a business employing thousands of peo- 
ple, the gross earnings of which are but little if 
any less than nineteen million dollars for the 
year just ended. Where it once consumed 
months to make the trip from the Missouri 
river to California, with great hardship and 
greater dangers to be encountered, the trip is 
now made in five days, and with all the ease 
and comfort incident to travel in a modern 
palace-car. It is true, sir, in this case, the 
Government was more liberal in subsidies of 
lands and bonds than a just economy would 
seem to justify; but who is there that would, 
in the light of the results already realized and 
the prospects of the future, be willing to take 
back the bounties and return to the condition 
of the country in 1863? 

Mr. Speaker, an examination of the railroad 
statistics of the United States discloses the most 
astonishing results. On the Ist day of Janu- 
ary, 1842, there were 3,535 miles of finished 
railroads in the United States. In 1850 there 
were 9,02] miles, In 1860 there were 30,635 


It cannot be denied that | 





miles. 
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In 1868 the earnings of the Massachusetts 
railways were $13,400 per mile; the earnings of 


those of the State of New York were $13,142 
per mile; those of Pennsylvania were esti- 


mated at $13,900 per mile, and those of Illi- 
nois exceeded $10,000 per mile. ‘The average 


' of Illinois for that year is stated by good 
authority to be a fair average tor the whole 


United States, which would make the gross 
earnings of the 53,399 miles of railway in opera- 
tion at the close of 1870, $583,399,000, or 
$13 per capita for the whole population of 
the United States. 

A safe estimate of the net merchandise 
tonnage moved in the year 1870, on all our 


| railways in operation, will not place it below 
| 72,500,000 tons, and weil-informed statisticians | 
place its value at not less than $150 per ton, | 


making the value of railway tonnage in 1870, 


reach the enormous sum of $11,325,000,000 | 


The value of net merchandise tonnage moved 
upon railways in 1850, was per capita for the 
whole population $29; in 1860 it reached $84; 
and in 1870 it reached the sum of $3824. 

The era of land grants to aid in the con- 


| struction of railways began in 1850, the first 
| grant being to the State of Illinois. An exam- 
tive power of a country springs primarily from || 
the soil, it follows necessarily that just in pro- || 


ination of the statistics of the States in which 
the system of land grants has been most 
thoroughly tested discloses some very interest- 
ing and important facts, which demonstrate, 


| by the most incontestable data, that it has 


been of incalculable value in peopling those 
States and in developing their resources. Take, 


‘sir, the States of Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, 


| Minnesota. 
Build this road, and all this will be changed. || 


Acres. 

WUD is actces seccsvsscnzcdcSuntackee éduadsecinat wana .. 2,595,053 
NN a se a als 3,745,100" | 
EE ERE 2 EEE EOS 5 Oe 7,207,837 
as gale eerily 4,922,561] 
a. as eater edapabduneie sate oabarr arta 5,600,000 | 
INN 5. 55: Reid scicrdind mbtesoriubdonebcdecsreneds 6,016,000 
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| below 25,000,000 tons. 


Michigan, Wisconsin, Kansas, Nebraska and 
The grants in these States, under 
various acts of Congress to aid in the con- 
struction of railways, are as follows: 


OO oo eceee Coereeeccces eeecenereseecosccésosesesese ese 


Total 


The number of miles of railway completed 





and in operation in these States at the close of || 


the years 1850, 1860, and 1870, are as follows: 





1850. 1560. 1870. 
Miles. Miles. Miles. 
REE ce scessecdsas So athena 2,790 4,825 
MIU os, cases codudoedncsacdoseseees’ ™ 817 2.000 
Eo ooo 5 cscs bontniomerd sane - 635 2,683 
NR ia inis in inipicecaaiheinape eon 342 779 1,638 
a a asin aga 905 1,525 
ESS sok ctiteerecesasedecgaseseto ™ - 1,051 || 
Nebraska............csccecessccesorereeseee 588 
NG od aig caentenegentpheten - 1,072 
Total in each year..................473 5,946 15,380 
ao — 








In 1868, the tonnage upon the railways of 
New York, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts 
averaged 6,338 tons per mile. Estimating the 


| tonnage of railways in these States in 1870 | 
| at 2,500 tons per mile, it would amount to 
38,350,000 tons; and making every allowance || 


for possible excess or overestimate, their net 
merchandise tonnage could not have been 
The value of this ton- 
nage, of course, can only be approximated. 


The value of railway tonnage in the State of | 


New York in 1860, as reported in the census 
returns, was $163 per ton; but estimate the 
tonnage of these States for 1870 at $150 per 
ton, and it shows the merchandise moving 
upon their railways in one year to have been 
of the enormous value of $2,500,000,000. 
Placing the gross earnings of railroads in 
these States at seventy per cent. of those of 


And at the close of 1870 there were || 
53,399 miles of railways in operation. 
wonderful as this rapid growth appears, when 
stated in miles, the mind fails to grasp the 
magnitude of the result until an examination 
of the statistics of their vast business is made 
in the way of earnings and tonnage. 


But | 


4,328,360 
7,083,403 


42,098,374 || 


661 


| Illinois for 1868, and we have the sum of 
$107,660,000 for that year. 
|| _ Mr. Speaker, it is estimated by statisticians 
| that every mile of railway adds to the value of 
the property of the country through which it 
passes five times the cost of its construction. 
he average cost of railroads in the United 
States is placed at about forty-four thousand 
dollars per mile, but reduce it to $35,000 per 
mile, and there has been added to the property 
values in these States within twenty years the 
sum of $2,608,725,000, or an amount equal to 
more than sixty dollars per acre for the lands 
granted by the Government; and within the 
last ten years there has been added to prop- 
erty values in these States by the construction 
of railways $1,650,950,000, equal to thirty 
eight dollars per acre for every acre granted 
within their limits for railroad purposes. 
| And now, sir, does any one doubt for a 
moment that these results, as demonstrated by 
facts and figures, flow directly from the grants 
of lands in those States, and is the best possi- 
ble vindication of the wisdom of those who first 
|| inaugurated that policy? If there be such let 
|| them examine a few other facts I have to sub- 
| 


| mit. In 1841 Illinois had 22 miles of railway ; 
|| in 1850 she had 111 miles, having built in nine 

years but 89 miles. ‘The first year after Con- 
gress made her a grant she added 160 miles to 
her railways, and in ten years added 2,689 
miles. In 1841 the State of Michigan had 138 
miles of railway; in 1850 she had 842 miles, 
having built 203 miles in nine years. The first 
grant was made in this State in 1856, and in 

| 1860 she had 779 miles. 
The State of Wisconsin had 20 miles of rail- 
way in 1850, and 187 miles at the end of 1855. 
‘The first grant of land in this State was made 
in 1856, and she had 905 miles in operation in 
1860. The first grant in Missouri was in 18652 ; 
she built her first road the following year, and 
in 1860 had in operation 8:7 miles. lowa 
completed 68 miles of railway in 1855; the 
next year grants of land were made in that. 
State, and in 1860 she had 655 miles of rail 
way. Grants were first made in Kansas in the 
year 1863; the next year she appears in the 
| list with 40 miles of railway, and six years 
later, or in 1870, has 1,051 miles completed. 
The first grant of land in Nebraska was made 
_in the year 1862, but she does not appear in 
the list with railways completed until 1865, 
‘(| when she had 122 miles, and in 1870 she had 
588 miles in operation. Grants were made in 
| the State of Minnesota in 1857, but she does not 
|| appear with any completed road until 1863, 
and in 1870 she had 1,525 miles. 

Following the inquiry into the statistics of 
| population and property values, we find every- 
where the fullest evidence of the same general 
fact. In 1850, the population of these States 
was 2,333,459; in 1860, their population was 
5,421,940, and in 1870 it was 8,618,805. Prop- 
| erty valuations in these States for 1850 are not 
as complete in the census returns as since. 
In 1860 the true valuation of real and personal 
property of these States was estimated by the 
Census Bureau at $2,243,803,920, or $415 to 
each person. In 1870 the true value of real 
and personal property of these States, as esti- 
mated by the same department, was $6,029, - 
672,109, or about seven hundred dollars to each 
person, showing that in ten years these States 
increased their property values at the rate of 
one hundred and sixty-four per cent., and 
increased their population at the rate of fifty- 
| eight and six tenths percent. And deducting 
| from the gross valuation of property the esti- 
| mated increase of values directly attributable 

to the construction of railways in the decade, 
| taken at five timesthe cost of their construction, 
or $1,650,950,000, the increase of property 
values after such deduction, is over ninety-six 
|| per cent. in ten years, and is thirty eight and 
|| four tenths per cent. greater than the increase 
|| in population for the same period, showing be- 
yond the possibility of doubt, that this great 
| increase in population and wealth was in the 








main agirectiy cue 


of railways in these States. 


It is true, sir, that all the roads built in 
hese States :z this period were not subsidized 
with lands, but the principal lines were, and 


the construction of these lines opened the way 
for the shorter and connecting lines, and made 
their construction necessary and _ possibile. 
Then, sir, after 
allowances, we 


all deductions and 
come back to the fact that the 
and grants in these 


the foundation fi 


making 


States was the nucleus, 
ym whence all this prosperity 
came, 

‘ar be it from me, Mr. Speaker, to argue 
that all the land grants that bave been made 
were free from objection, or that the liberality 
f Congress has not been abused; but what I 
els : 
Viakit tf 


. @) 


ulation, wealth, and development of the sec- 
tions where these grants have been made, the 
general policy is most fully vindicated. That 
abuses have crept in, that improper and un- 
guarded grants have been made, cannot well be 
doubted; but, sir, to insist that because land 
monopolies have arisen out of the vicious 
legislation of the past, therefore no further aid 
ought to be given in lands to other railroad 
enterprises calculated to open vast districts of 
the interior to settlement, and to open new and 
important channels of commerce, is both illo- 
gical and unrea sonable, and also unjust. 

On motion of Mr. CONGER, (at four o’ clock 


and fifty-eight minutes p. m.,) the House || 


adjourned, 


PETITION. 


The following petition was presented under 


the rule, and referred to the appropriate com- 
mittee : 

By Mr. READ: The petition of T. N. 
Hornsby, asking Congress to establish a bureau 
with a gallery in the interest of poets and 
poesy in the United States. 


IN SENATE. 
Monvay, January 29, 1872. 

Prayer by Rev. Wituiam Burier, D. D., of 
New York city. 

lhe Journal of the proceedings of Friday 
last was read and approved. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills received from the House 
of Representatives on Friday last were sever- 
ally read twice by their titles, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions: 

A bill (H. R. No. 855) granting a pension 
to John 8S. Corlett; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1195) granting a pension 

* to Melissa Rankin, mother of OliverS. Rankin ; 

A bill (H. R. No, 1196) granting a pension 
to Mrs. Jane Delany ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1197) granting a pension 
to Captain Henry M. Scott; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1198) granting a pension 
to Ann Hunter; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1199) granting a pension 
to Charlotte Crane ; 

A bill (H. R. No, 1200) granting a pension 
to Rev. William H. Rogers ; 

A bill (I. R. No. 1201) granting a pension 
to Mary Jane Stone, widow of William J. Stone, 
late second lieutenant thirty-seventh Kentucky 
infantry ; 


A bill (H. R. No, 1803) granting a pension 
to Martha Elwell ; 


A bill (H. R. No. Fey Stenting an increase | 
Batavia, in | 


of pension to James H. Hogan, o 
the State of New York; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1206) granting a pension 
to Timothy Paige ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1207) granting an increase 
of pension to Warren Raymond, a soldier in 
the war of 1812; 


result of the rapid construc- 


that in looking to the increased pop- | 


|| Mr. SUMNER. 














THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The bili (H. R. No. 1194) directing the 
proper officers in the Treasury Department to 
credit John Seys, of Ohio, the sum therein 
mentioned, was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The VICE PRESIDENT signed the enrolled 
bill (S. No. 524) to correct a clerical error com- 
mitted in the enrollment of an act approved 
March 7, 1870, entitled ‘‘ An act to relieve 
certain persons therein named from the legal 
and political disabilities er by the four- 
teenth amendment to the Constitution of the 


|| United States, and for other purposes.”’ 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has 
been requested to present the protest of ladies 
of the county of Munroe, Indiana, signed by 
Mrs. Morton C. Hunter, Mrs. A. Y. Moore, 
and several hundred other ladies, remonstrat- 
ing against an extension of the right of suf- 

_frage to women, ‘“‘ because the Holy Scripture 


inculcates a different and forusa higher sphere, || 


apart from public life; because as women we 


|| find a full measure of duties, cares, and re- | 
| sponsibilities devolving upon us, and we are 
| therefore unwilling to bear other and heav- 


ier burdens, and those unsuited to our phys- 
ical organization ; because we hold that an 
extension of suffrage would be adverse to the 
interests of the workingwomen of the country, 


|| with whom we heartily sympathize; because 
| . . . 

|| these changes must introduce a fruitful ele- 
|| ment of discord in the existing marriage rela- 


tion, which would tend to the infinite detriment 
| of children, and increase the already alarming 
prevalence of divorce through the land; be- 
cause no general law affecting the condition of 
/all women should be framed to meet excep- 
, tional discontent.” This memorial will be 
| referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
| Mr. SUMNER presented a petition from 
| citizens of Cleveland, Ohio, calling upon Con- 

gress to pass the supplemental civil rights bill ; 
| Which was ordered to lie on the table. 


He also presented a petition of citizens of | 
|| Missouri, praying the passage of the supple- | 
mentary civil rights bill; which was ordered | 


to lie on the table. 
I also present a similar 
petition from citizens of Nashville, being two 


|| hundred colored persons, and the person who || 


| sends it says, 


‘*We hope and pray it may 
pass. 


Amnesty to rebels is a mistake; but 


|| if the measure must pass, let it by all means 


be coupled with your bill.’’ 


I move that this 
petition lie on the table. 


| The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WILSON presented the petition of 


| Maria S. Rockett, praying that she be granted 
|| @ pension; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Pensions. 


Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of 


| the American Industrial League, praying that 
| such discriminating duties be levied on all 
| im orted manufactures as will give substan- 


| tia gee to the labor of this country; 
| which was referred to the Committee oa 
| Finance. 


He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Michigan, praying a repeal of the duties on 
tea, coffee, and other articles of necessity, 


| and such legislation as will give protection to 
| home industry; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Finance. 


He also presented a petition of citizens of 


| Michigan, praying a modification of the duty 
| on sugar; which was referred to the Commit- 
|| tee on Finance. 


Mr. PATTERSON presented a petition of 
Joseph Henry, Charles Astor Bristed, Professor 
aird, and other citizens of the United States, 


| praying that all books of foreign languages be 
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compensation for valuable Services rendere; 
the Government of the United States. whe 
was referred to the Committee on Claims - 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented 
petition of Esther M. Shubrick, praying ». 
increase of her pension; which was re a 
to the Committee on Pensions. rons 

Mr. PERRY, of _Michigan, presented , 
petition of citizens of Michigan, praying tha: 
| those who were soldiers of the Army of the 

United States during the war of the rebellion 
be granted $8 33} per month bounty for {),, 
full term of service; which was referred 4, 
the Committee on Military Affairs. ; 

Mr. CAMERON. I present a petition of 
| workingmen of Berks county, Pennsylyania 

for the repeal of the duties on tea, coffee, an, 
other articles of necessity, and for the contin. 
uance of tariff duties upon articles of many. 
facture successfully produced in this country 
I present a similar petition from the counjy 
of Lancaster, Pennsylvania; and one from 
mechanics and laborers of Middletown, ‘e 
phin county, Pennsylvania, on the same gy}. 
ject. I move their reference to the Committee 
on Finance. : 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON. I also present a simila; 
| petition from the men employed in thp 
| National Iron Company’s works at Danville. 
Pennsylvania, praying Congress to repeal the 
duties on tea, coffee, and other articles of 
comfort; also, a petition from citizens of Peyy. 
| sylvania at large, for the repeal of all duties oy 
| tea and coffee; also, a petition from workiag 
| men of the Central iron-works of Harrisburg, 
on the same subject; also, a petition from the 
| workingmen of the Reading rolling-mill, on the 
| same subject; also, a petition from mechanics 
| of Pottsville, Pennsylvania, on the same sub: 
| ject; and a petition from the workingmen in 
| the Duncannon iron-works, in Perry couuty, 

Pennsylvania, on the same subject. I move 
| their reference to the Committee on Finance, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have the honor to pre 
sent concurrent resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of Kansas, memorializing Congress for the 
payment of what are known as the Price raid 
claims. These claims have been awarded 

|| under a commission appointed by the Secre- 
'tary of War, of which General Hardie was 
chairman, and it only remains that an appro- 
|| priation be made. I therefore move that thes 
resolutions be printed and referred to the Com: 
|| mittee on Appropriations. 

| The motion was agreed to. 

| Mr. POMEROY.’ [ also present a petition 
| of settlers on the Osage ceded lands in the 
| State of Kansas, in which they memorialize 
| Congress, and ask that their homes may be 
| protected tothem. As this relates to Indian 
lands, I move that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

| The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have also two petitions 
from colored people, headed by Sojourner 
|| Truth, a well-known colored woman, memo: 
| rializing Congress that a portion of the public 
|| lands be set apart for colored people, and that 
| they may be encouraged to colonize. I move 

the reference of these petitions to the Com 
|| mittee on Public Lands. 
|| The motion was agreed to. 
i| Mr. STEWART presented a memorial 0! 
1 the Legislature of Nevada, praying that the 
| proceeds of the sale of mineral lauds be set 
|| aside for the purpose of fostering the mining 
|| interests by the establishment of reduction 
| works; which was referred to the Committee 
|| on Mines and Mining. 
|| He also presented the memorial of H. M. 
|| Barnes, postmaster of Pioche, Nevada, ass 
| ing to be reimbursed the amount which he lost 
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A bill (LL. R. No, 1209) granting a pension || admitted free of duty ; which was referred to | by the destruction by fire of post office stamps 


to George J. St. Louis; an 
A bill (H. R, No. 1210) granting a pension 
to Nathan Morgan. 








the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. AMES presented the 


and other Government property; which was 


| 
etition of Charles referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Baskervill and Henry B. Whitfield, praying | 


Post Roads. 
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Mr. THURMAN. or } 
of two hundred and fifty citizens of Ohio, late 
* ldiers of the Army of the United States in 
tbe late civil war, praying that bounties may 
be granted to all soldiers who enlisted in the 


I present a memorial 
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at Camp Dennison, Ohio, in 1861; which was 

referred to the Committee on Claims. 
He also presented a petition of citizens of || 

Ohio, praying that a bounty of $8 33} per || 


extra expenses incurred in the supply of water | 


service of the United States for the suppres- || month be granted to each soldier and sailor 


sion of the late rebellion, and who have an | 
jonorable discharge, and to the heirs of those | 
that are deceased, of $8 333 per month for the 
entire term of service, deducting all Govern- 
ment bounty, &c.; and also that the twenty- 
fifth section of the act of July 15, 1870, be so 
amended as to allow soldiers or sailors to enter 
the amount of land therein allowed or such 
amount as may be thought proper, without | 
the requirement of settlement and cultivation. 
[| move the reference of this petition to the 
Committee on Public Lands 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SCOTT presented a memorial of citi- 


zens of Pennsylvania, praying a repeal of the | 


duties upon tea, coffee, and other articles of | 


for the length of time he served ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of || 
Ohio, praying the passage of the supplement- || 
ary civil rights bill; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. |} 

Mr. BOREMAN presented a memorial of || 
Thomas B. Stewart and Alexander McConn, 
praying to be relieved from expense and dam- 
ages in the suit of Creighton vs. Stewart & | 
McConn; which Was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SAWYER presented the memorial of || 
Warrington Sommers, clerk in the Fifth Audi- | 
tor’s office, asking for the difference in pay 
between third and fourth class from June 1, | 





necessity, and such legislation as will protect | 
home industry; which was referred to the | 
Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a remonstrance of the | 
workers in the Alleghany furnace, and citizens 
of Logan township, Blair county, Pennsylva- 
pia, against a change of the existing tariff laws 
abating or abolishing duties on such articles | 
as are successfully produced in this country ; | 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

He also presented a remonstrance of citizens 
of Conneautville, Crawford county, Pennsyl- 
vania, against a change of the existing tariff 








laws abating or abolishing duties upon such || 


articles as are successfully produced in this | 
country ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Iinance. 

He also presented a remonstrance of the 
workers in the Fort Pitt iron and steel works, 
and citizens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, against 
a change of the existing tariff laws abating or 
abolishing duties upon such articles as are suc- 
cessfully produced in this country ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BLAIR presented the petition of Wil- 
liam B, Rouse, praying to be allowed arrears | 
of pension; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. CALDWELL presented the petition of 
Charles P. Redmond, praying that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury be authorized to refund 
to him certain money paid by him to the Uni- 
ted States direct tax commissioner for Arkan- 
sas for the purchase of a certain lot in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, he having failed to get pos- 
session of the same ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

He also presented a letter of the Secretary 
of the Interior, in relation to certain selections 
of land made for members of the Shawnee 
tribe of Indians, and also a draft of a joint 
resolution to confirm the sale of said selec- 
tions; which were referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. FENTON presented a petition of citi- | 


zens Of Saranac, New York, praying a repeal 
of the duties on tea, coffee, and other articles 
of necessity, and such legislation as will pro- 
tect home industry ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

_ He also presented a petition of workingmen 
in the Syracuse iron-works, of the town of 


Geddes, New York, praying a repeal of the | 


duties on tea, coffee, and other articles of 
necessity, and such legislation as will protect 
home industry; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 


Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petition of | 
_ Joseph Looney, of Buchanan county, Vi 


i Vir- 
£nla, praying the removal of his political dis- 
abilities; which was referred to the select 


Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- | 


abilities. 
Mr. SHERMAN presented the petition of 
T. Worthington, praying compensation for 


] the Committee on Appropriations. 


1869, to March 1, 1870; which was referred to 


' 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


itary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. | 
No. 451) for the relief of Jefferson W. Davis, | 
reported it with an amendment. 
| Mr. WINDOM. I am directed by the Com- | 


mittee on Public Lands, to whom was referred | 


tion of the Bear river valley, in Utah Territory, | 


mitted to the committee; and I give notice to 

the Senate that I shall ask the Senate to put it 

on its passage when next reported. 
The amendment was ordered to be printed, | 


Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Private 
| Land Claims, to whom was referred the bill(S. | 
No. 420) to confer jurisdiction on the Court of | 
Claims to hear and determine the suit of Caron- 
delet vs. The United States, reported it without 
| amendment, and submitted a report, which was 
ordered to be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. AMES asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. | 
542) for the relief of Charles Baskervill and | 
Henry B. Whitfield, and to compensate them | 
for valuable services rendered the Government | 
of the United States ; which was read twice by 





| 
1 
| 
| 
| 


its title, referred to the Committee on Claims, || 


and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BLAIR asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. | 





to pay certain claims arising from the seizure 
of private personal property after the 30th of 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 


obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 544) 
|| granting right of way over the public domain, 


railroad companies incorporated under the 
laws of the Territory of Colorado; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Committee 
|| on Territories, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BOREMAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 545) for the relief of Thomas B. Stewart 





|| which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. BOREMAN. This bill is accompanied 
by a petition setting forth that these parties 
|| were engaged in the military service during 
|| the late war, in the militia of the State of West 
Virginia, and, under orders, were bringing in 
members of the militia, and for some acts done 
while thus engaged suits was brought against 
them which has cost them a large sum of money 





|| The VICK PRESIDENT. 
|| not hear the Senator, but he will recognize him 
Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mil- || 


| the bill (S. No. 848) to provide for the irriga- || 


to report it back with amendment in the nature || 
of a substitute, and to ask that it be recom- |! 


and the bill to be recommitted. 1) 
| 


i} 


543) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury || 


Mr. NYE asked, and by unanimous consent 1 


| and confirming corporate powers to certain | 


and Alexander McConn, of West Virginia; | 


and they ask to be reimbursed. I suppose 

that the bill had better be referred to the Com- 

mittee on Military Affairs, with the accom- 

panying petition. { move that it beso referred. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOWKE asked, and by unanimous con- 


| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


546) relative to homestead settlers burned out 
in the States of Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 
Michigan; which was read twice by its title, 


| referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 


and ordered to be printed. 
PRESIDIO RESERVATION, 


Mr. COLE. I desire to call up a bill which 
was read through and perfected the other day, 


| and have it passed; it will take buta moment, 


[ apprehend. 
Mr. SCOTT. Lrose when Senate resolutions 
were called for to call up the resolution in regard 


|| to recusant witnesses in South Carolina. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Did the Senator 


|| from Pennsylvania address the Chair ? 


i} 


Mr. SCOTT. I did. 


The Chair did 


as entitled to the floor. 

Mr. COLE. I wish the Senator would yield 
justa moment. I have a dispatch from Cali- 
_ fornia asking that this bill pass immediately, 
| in order that the Legislature may legislate in 
reference to it, authorizing the city authorities 
of San Francisco to go ahead in their improve- 
ments. That isthe special reason for haste, 
and I suppose the bill will only take a minute. 

Mr. SCOTT. If it is not likely to cause 
| debate, I have no objection to yielding. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
| from Pennsylvania yields to the Senaior from 
| California, who asks leave to call up a bill in 
case it does not give rise to debate. The bill 
will be read, subject to objection, the Senator 
from Pennsylvania being recognized as entitled 
to the floor. 

___ The Chief Clerk read the title of the bill (S. 
| No. 810) leasing the Presidio reservation to 

the city of San Francisco for a public park. 

| Mr. COLE. 
and perfected. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The amend- 
ments reported were agreed to the other day 
and the bill perfected. It will be read as it 
now stands. 

| ‘The Chief Clerk read the bill as amended. 

Mr. CORBETT. I should like to inquire 
of the Senator from California if there is a 
recommendation on file from the War Depart- 
| ment as to this matter? I suppose it has been 
referred to the War Department. I make this 
| inquiry simply from the fact that there is a 
large number of buildings on this reservation, 
and of course it must be a considerable ex- 


The bill has been read before 





and conversion to the uses of the United States || pense to remove them, and I do not know 


: ; ee || what provision is made for that. 
June, 1865; which was read twice by its title, | 


I do not 
know whether this three hundred acres re- 
} served will be sufficient on the point for the 
'| accommodation of the troops that are gathered 
there, and whether there is room and a suit- 
| able place to which to move the mene I 
|| should like to know as to the recommendation 
of the War Department. 

Mr. COLE. Ido not know whether there 
|| is any recommendation from the War Depart- 
|| ment in the hands of the committee or not. 
‘| There is no requirement for the removal of 
|| these buildings, and probably will not be at all. 
|| It is simply to allow the authorities to improve 
| the park, that is now almost entirely waste 

ground and an eye-sore in that great and grow 
| ing city. I suppose the Senator can bave no 
objection to it. 
|| Mr. CORBETT. Ihave no objection; but 
|| | underetood the bill to require them to remove 
| the buildings. 
i Mr. COLE. When the progress of improve- 
|| ments requires it. ‘That, probably, will not 
\| occur at all. 
| Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I think the sug- 
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gestion of the Senator from Oregon is a very 
pertinent and proper one. The bill certainly 
provides, as I understand it, that it rests with 
the city of San Francisco to have these build- 
ings removed, and we ought to hear from the 
War Department whether that is agreeable to 
them or not. 

Mr. COLE. It provides not for the removal 
at any particular time, but when the progress 
of improvements may show that they are inthe 
way of the beautifying and adorning of the 

iblic park. 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 


It is at no par 


ticular time, but still it is at the pleasure of 


the city of San Francisco and not of the Gov- 
ernment. Therefore I think the bill ought not 
to be adopted without the Government's atten- 
tion being called to it. 

Mr. COLE. This matter has been consid 
ered by the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and I believe the bill has received the unan- 
jmous assent of that committee, and I hope 
Senators who have not looked at it will give 
some credence or faith to the action of that 
committee on the subject. It is a matter that 
I am sure would strike the Senator as favor- 
ably as it does them or myself if he had exam- 
ined it, 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Does this bill 
come from the Committee on Military Affairs ? 

Mr. COLE. Certainly; unanimously re- 
ported. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The bill was 
amended on the recommendation of that com- 
mittee, and the Senute then passed from the 
consideration of the bill. 

Mr. POMEROY. ‘The very first thing to 
do when we propose to touch a military res- 
ervation, in my experience, is to get a report 
from the Secretary of War on the subject. I 
do not know anything about this bill; I have 
not the least objection to it if it is all right; 
but without the concurrence of the War 
Department it seems improper that we should 
dispose of a military reservation. Now, sup- 
pose the city of San Francisco should put up 
buildings on this reservation and improve it; 
it has got to improve it in some way. The 
Government can never get it back without 
paying the city of San Francisco for those 
improvements. If we allow them to improve 
it, whenever it is taken up the Government 
will have to pay back whatever the city has 
expended, 


fr. COLE. If the Senator will examine 


the bill he will find that the authorities of the | 


United States can take possession of it at any 
time they wish, in case there is any necessity. 

Mr. POMEROY. Who is to judge of that 
necessity ? 

Mr. COLE. The Government itself; the 
War Department. 

Mr. POMEROY. If the War Department 
recommend the bill, I will not say a word. I 
do not know anything about it. 

Mr. COLE, I do not know whether there 
is any report from the War Department before 
the committee; but the committee are satisfied 
on the subject, and | suppose that ought to 
satisfy the Senate. I do not know that the 
War Department or any of the officers of that 
Department have a judgment superior to that 
of Congress on the subject. 

Mr. POMEROY. Congress has not the 
means of acting that the Secretary of War 
has. We have not the facilities. We do not 
know anything about it; I do not for one. 


There are several reservations in my State, | 
and whenever | have tried to have the title ex- | 
tinguished, it has always been with the con- | 
That is the | 


currence of the War Department. 
first step. These reservations are put in trust 
to that Department, and if we act without their 
recommendation we are ‘going it blind.”’ 
Mr. COLE. 
to get title released to military reservations in 
his State, but there is no such design on the 
part of the city of San Francisco in this case. 


|| asked unanimous consent. 
| to be granted, and the Senator from Pennsyl- | 


_ bers of the said 


The Senator may have sought | 
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It is not to get title; the title still remains in 
the General Government. 
for the city authorities permission to go ahead 
and plant trees upon it, and lay out walks and 
improve it in order that there may be a place 
of recreation or drives for the citizens of that 
city. There can be no objectiontoit. I hope 
it will be passed at once, for this reason: dis- 
patches from San Francisco show the necessity 
for it in order that the Legislature, which is 


now in session, shall have time to empower the | 


city authorities to take steps for its improve- 
ment. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
again ask if there is objection to the present 
consideration of the bill referred to by the 
Senator from California. If there is none, 
it is before the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. CORBETT and Mr. CASSERLY rose. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Has the Senator 

| from Oregon risen to object? 
| Mr. CORBETT. I do not wish to object to 
the bill, provided we have 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no 
objection, the bill is before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President—— 





from California risen to object? 


tunity to examine this bill. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That is in the | 


nature of an objection. 
Mr. CASSERLY. 
to the speedy passage of the bill, for 1 was 
in favor of the general object; but having 
just come into the Senate, after an absence ot 
several weeks on committee business, I have 


not yet seen the bill as reported back from | 


the Military Committee. 
| moments for examination. 

Mr. COLE. 

| that the bill was introduced at the last session, 
in March, and there has been plenty of time 
to examine it, I am sure. 

Mr. SCOTT. As it is evident that this bill 
will give rise to debate, and the Senator from 
California asks to have it go over, | must insist 
on my motion. 


I ask simply a few 


| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom | 


| Pennsylvania was entitled to the floor, but 
| yielded to the Senator from California, who 


vania resumes the floor. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 

On motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, it 
| was 


Ordered, That Rebecca C. Meeker have leave to 
| withdraw her petition and papers from the files of 


|| the Senate. 


CONTUMACIOUS WITNESSES. 


| Mr. SCOTT. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the resolution in 

'regard to issuing an attachment for David 
Gist and Clayton Camp, which was under 
consideration some time ago. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the following 
resolution : 

Whereas the two Houses of Congntes did, by their 
concurrent resolutions passed on the 7th day of April, 
1871, authorize and direct the appointment of ajoint 
select committee for the performance of certain 
duties in said concurrent resolution specified; the 
said joint select committee to be composed of mem- 

tyro Houses, that is to say, of seven 
members of the Senate and fourteen members of 
the House of Representatives, which said joint 


| select committee was duly appointed, as by said con- 


eurrent resolution provided; and whereas, in the 
discharge and performance of the duties so enjoined 
upon them, the said joint select committee did a 

e 


| point a sub-committee of their own number to ta 
testimony in the State of South Carolina, which said | 
sub-committee, on the l4th day of July, 1871, by sub- | 


pena duly issued and served, did summon and com- 
mand a certain Clayton Camp, of Spartanburg 
county, South Carolina, to appear before said sub- 
committee; and on the 18th day of July, 1871, by 
like subpena duly ae and served, did summon 
and command a certain 


This is only asking | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Has the Senator | 
Mr. CASSERLY. I shouldlike some oppor- | 


I do not wish to object || 


I will state to my colleague | 


That appears not | 
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| 


South Carolina, to appear before said 
tee, each of said witnesses so summon 
before the said sub-committee touchin 
and things which the said joint sele 
were authorized and required by the concurren: . 

olution of the two Houses of Congress to exam a 
and ingiure into; and whereas the said ¢ — 
Camp and the said David Gist, having been go sy," 
moned and commanded, did fail and refuse to appear 
before the said sub-committee, thereby slays." 
themselves in contempt of the Senate of the | nited 
States, as well as of the House of Representatiy,.. 
rer *ekive 

Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate of the United States 
House of Representatives coneurring,) That 
President of the Senate issue his several Warrants 
directed to the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate. oon, 
manding him to take into his custody the bodies of 
the said Clayton Camp and David Gist, respective), 
wherever to be found, and to have the same fr)’ 

with before the bar of the Senate, to answer as {or. 
| contempt of the authority of the Senate. 

Mr. SCOTT. When this resolution was Jas 
before the Senate. the Senator from Ohio (Mr 
_Tuurman] made the point that a sub-com. 
mittee had no power to take testimony undor 
the resolution raising this joint committee. 

I do not wish to take up the time of the Sey. 

ate in discussing any other phases of this ques. 

tion than the one which is thus raised by the 
| Senator from Ohio, and I call attention to the 

language of the resolution which raised the 
| committee : 

“* Resolved, That a joint committee, consisti; z 
of seven Senators and fourteen Representatives, hs 
appointed, whose duty it shall be ’”’— 

I call attention to this clause, the duty im. 
posed on the committee— 
| ‘whose duty it shall be to inquire into the con- 
| dition of the late insurrectionary States so far as 

regards the execution of the laws and the safety ot 
the lives and property of the citizens of the United 
States ’— 

This imposes the daty to inquire into the con 
dition of these insurrectionary States. Then 
come the powers that are granted to them— 
‘with leave to report at any time during the next 
or any subsequent session of Congress the result of 
their investigation to either or both Houses of Con- 
gress, with such recommendation as they may deem 
expedient; that said committee be authorized to 
employ clerks and stenographers, to sit during the 
| recess, and to send for persons and papers, to admin- 

ister oaths and take testimony, and to visit at their 
discretion, through sub-committees, any portions of 
said States during the recess of Congress.” 

I understood the position of the Senator from 
Ohio to be that although the whole committe 
was charged with the duty of inquiring into the 
condition of the late insurrectionary States, 
and although for this purpose the whole com. 
mittee was empowered to employ clerks and 

stenographers, to sit during the recess, to send 
for persons and papers, to administer oaths 
and take testimony, it could do nothing more 
through a sub-committee than to visit the late 
insurrectionary States; that it had no power 
to take testimony through any such sub-com- 
|| mittee. 
|| Itis entirely apparent, Mr. President, that 

the whole purpose of the resolution was inquiry, 
|| so that facts might be ascertained and reported 
|| to the Senate as to the condition of the late 
|| insurrectionary States. If the language had 
| been that they were simply authorized to send 
|| a sub-committee, that a sub-committee might 
|| go there, then there might be room for the 
| position taken by the Senator from Ohio; but 
it is not a sub-committee that is authorized to 
visit the late insurrectionary States, but the 
whole committee is authorized, through a sub- 
committee, to visit the insurrectionary States. 
For what object, if not to carry out the pur- 
poses for which the whole committee was 
organized? It cannot be doubted that the 
discretion granted here applies to the question 
as to whether the whole committee should go, 
or whether a sub-committee should go there. 
That is the language. 
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conferred upon them to do this specific thing, 
to gather these facts, are then authorized ‘‘to 
visit at their discretion through sub-committees 
any portion of said States during the recess of 
Congress.’’ It is entirely apparent that the 


avid Gist, of Union county, || power granted here was either that the whole 
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owmittee should go into the late insurrection- 
ary States and take testimony there, or at their 


discretion they should go through a sub-com- 


mittee. The purpose is the same, whether the 


whole committee go or whether a sub-com- | 


mittee go. Sol think thatif attention is once 
girected to the intention of the resolution and 
tothe powers that were granted for the purpose 
of carrying out that intention there can be no 
te determine was whether they would all go 
for the purpose of discharging the duties im- 
posed upon them by Congress, or whether they 
would send a sub-committee for the purpose 
of discharging those duties. 
was the view of the committee. If it were 
proper for me to do so, I could refer to the 
iournal of the committee, in which that idea 
is frequently thrown out, that the committee 
might either ag a whole visit the late insur- 
rectionary States and take testimony, or that 
they might send a sub-committee for that 
purpose. . ; 

[f, then, this view be a correct one, the only 
other question that can arise is whether a 
witness was properly subpenaed. I do not 
wish at this stage of this proceeding to antici- 
pate questions which perhaps might be made 


with reference to the power of sub-committees | 
to subpena witnesses ; but, as I have already | 
said, the power given to this committee is to | 


be exercised in its discretion either by the 
whole committee or by a sub-committee, and 
if the whole committee had gone to South Car- 
olina there could be no doubt about its being 
authorized to issue subpenas, for it isexpressly 
authorized to summon witnesses, to take testi- 
mony, and administer oaths; and if the power 
be granted to send a sub-committee, then all 
the powers necessary to accomplish the pur- 


This, I may say, | 


gestion that the only thing the committee were | 





pose go with the sub-committee, as they would | 


have gone with the whole committee. The 
subpena is issued; itis served. There is no 
question about that; and the only question that 


we have before us is whether the attachment | 


should properly issue against one of the wit- | 


nesses, Gist. As to the other no question is 


made, for he is in contempt if the sub-commit- | 


tee had the power to subpena witnesses. 

Now, as to Gist himself, 1 have no doubt 
that any Senator who reads the affidavit that 
was read when this question was up before the 
Senate on a former occasion will see that the 
whole excuse which he makes is a pretext. 
He alleges that he was in the town where the 
committee was sitting for the purpose of being 
examined, but he never communicated the 
fact that he was there for that purpose either 
to the chairman, or, so far as I have any inform- 
ation, to any member of the committee. He 
alleges that his wife was sick, but he was there 
for the two days, and if he was desirous of 
being examined, certainly in that condition of 
his family he would have communicated the 
jactto some member of the committee; but 
instead of communicating that fact, his pres- 
ence there was not known, certainly was not 
known to the chairman of the committee, and 
the Sergeant-at-Arms had a subpena from the 
time the committee went there until they left 
there for the purpose of serving it upon him, 
and he could not be found until late in the 
evening of the day when the committee left 
that place, and when informed that he was 
wanted at Columbia, he said defiantly that he 
would not attend. ‘The excuse that he might 
be imprisoned when he went to Columbia is 
of itself so transparent as to carry its own 
refutation with it. A gentleman of his intel- 
ligence—for I may say here that he is either 
4 son or a nephew, I am not certain which, of 
the late Governor Gist, of South Carolina— 
should understand perfectly well that the com- 
mittee had no power to imprison anybody ; 
that was beyond their power—he seems to 
understand that now certainly—and if it had 
been his desire, as I have already said, to be 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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examined, that desire would have been com- 
municated to the committee. 

Now, Mr. President, having laid the grounds 
upon which, as [ think, the committee acted 
properly in subpenaing the witness—the ground 
that they had the power to subpena him; that 
we believed him to be an important witness, 
and desired to examine him; that the allega- 
tion which he throws in here as to the inten- 
tion of the committee is a mere subterfuge 
and aspersion of the committee—I leave this 
question in the hands of the Senate, and ask 
that this resolution pass, and that the other 
one of a similar character, upon which there 
was a motion to reconsider, follow it, so that 
this business may be disposed of. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Before the Senator 
from Pennsylvania takes his seat I desire to 
ask a question in reference to the return of 
the subpenas in these cases, which affects the 
point of these witnesses being in contempt. I 
doubt whether the sub-committee had the 
power to issue a subpena; but assuming that 
they had, I wish to ask the attention of the 


Senator from Pennsylvania to the fact that | 


that subpena was directed to John R. French. 


Now, I know not what may be the custom | 


or practice, but 1 inquire whether there was 
any authority for the delegation of the power 
conferred on the Sergeant-at-Arms? Accord- 
ing to my understanding of the law, a man 
must be properly subpenaed before he can be 
in contempt. The subpena here was directed 
to Mr. French. Mr. French attempts to dele- 
gate ihe power to serve that sabpena upon the 
witness, and [ apprehend that there may be a 
question as to his right and authority through 
a deputy to make the service ; but that is not 
the point which I rose to make. 

The question which I raise is whether the 
return of the subpena must not be made by 
the person to whom it is directed. Lor in- 
stance, take the case of the sheriff of a county 
to whom a subpena is directed. He may serve 
it through hisdeputy ; he may serve it through 
any constable of the county, or through any 
other person ; but the return is invariably made 
by the sheriff himself. He is the officer of the 
court. I apprehend that that is just the pre- 
dicament of this case, unless there is some 
special authority which authorizes the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms to delegate the power to and 
return that subpena. 

Mr. SCOTT. I am very glad the Senator 
from Delaware has propounded this question. 
As I have already said, I did not wish to an- 
ticipate any questions that were not made in 
the case; but my attention had been called to 
the very point which the Senator from Dela- 
ware propounds. In 1860 the same question 
arose in subpenaing the witnesses whom the 
Senate desired to have brought before its 
committee to investigate the occurrence at 
Harper’s Ferry, in Virginia. At that time one 
Frank B. Sanborn was subpenaed in Boston. 
The subpena was directed to the Sergeant-at- 
Arms of the Senate, and he deputized in that 
case, as the present Sergeant-at-Arms did in 
this case, a deputy for the purpose of serving 
the subpena. An attachment was issued by 
the Senate of the United States against that 
witness because of his refusal to appear; and 
when the officer charged with the attachment 


had him in custody, one of the judges of the | 


supreme court of Massachusetts issued a writ 
of habeas corpus for the body of Sanborn. 
He was taken before that judge, and my 
recollection is—it is some time since I read 
the case—that all the judges of the supreme 
court of Massachusetts sat with the justice who 
issued the writ of habeas corpus upon the hear- 
ing, and upon that hearing that court decided 
that, although the Sergeant-at-Arms to whom 
the attachment was directed could execute it 


himself, he could not delegate his authority to | 
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have stated substantially the outlines of it; 
but when the case came back before the Sen- 


ate the question was considered ; and I hold 


| in my hand a very elaborate report made by 
| an honored predecessor of the Senator from 


Delaware upon this floor, Mr. Bayard, on the 
7th of June, 1860, to the Senate, taking the 
ground which, as I understand, at that time 


| was sustained in the Senate, that the Sergeant- 





at-Arms had the right to delegate his authority 
to a deputy; that the deputy had the right to 
serve the subpena or to serve the attachment; 
so that, so far as the authority of this body is 
concerned, it has been decided that a process, 
either of subpena or attachment, issued to the 
Sergeant-at-Arms may be served by a deputy. 

Now, the point which the Senator from Deli- 
aware makes is that although that is correct, 
yet we must come into the Senate with an 
analogous return to that of a sheriff in a court. 
The return in this case is not simply the return 
of the oflicer, but it is the testimony of the 
deputy sworn and taken before the committee, 


| and that is returned asthe evidence of service. 


It isnot simply the return of an officer whose 
general duty it is to execute a writ, but it is 
the affidavit of the deputy who was authorized 
by the Sergeant-at-Arms to execute the writ, 
so that it is a higher species of proofof service 


| of the writ than the simple return of the 


That we have 
aflidavit of the 


Sergeant-at-Arms would be. 
before us; it is the sworn 


| officer who executed the writ. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. The Senator is a good — 


| lawyer, and I ask him whether, where a sum- 


mons had been directed to a sheriff and a 
deputy made an affidavit that he himself had 
served that summons upon a witness or upon 


| a defendant, there is any court in the United 


States that would upon such a return, it so 


| appearing on the face of the record, issue an 


attachment for contempt if the party had not 
appeared? 


Mr. SCOTT. I may say that going back to 


| my recollection of the practice in the courts it 


would be this: that although the deputation 
might appear on the face of the writ, and 


| although the simple return would be by the 





another, but must execute ithimself. The case | 


is reported in the Law Reporter; I believe I || him to use. 


deputy that he had served the writ, the ques- 
tion might formally be made whether that was 
the return of the sheriff. Yet if, instead of 
that, the court calls before it the deputy to 
whom the writ was issued and swears him, and 
he swears in the presence of the court that he 
executed the writ, there is no court in Christen- 
dom that, if the circumstances justified it, would 
not issue an attachment for such a witness. 

I believe there are one or two cases that I 
now remember in which the question has been 
raised in civil cases whether the simple return 
of a deputy is sufficient to sustain an action 
against the sheriff himself; but I have never 
heard the question raised as to issuing an 
attachment against a witness whether the 
sworn testimony of the oflicer serving the sub- 


| poena was equivalent to the simple return of 


the officer to whom it was directed. I think 
the Senator from Delaware, if he reflects a 
moment, will perceive that the measure of 
proof to the court whose power is involved is 
higher than the simple return of the officer, 
and I do not think the Senator will stand upon 
this technical question of whether it is such 
proof as would be recognized in a court of 
record, when we have before us in the report 
of the committee the sworn testimony of the 
officer who made the service, 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, in regard 
to the point raised by my colleague in this 
case, I think he is plainly right that the return 
must be made by the officer qualified in law to 
make it. He may make it, for a mere minis- 
terial act, through a deputy; but the return of 
the act must appear as tke return of the officer 
authorized by law to make service, who does 
it through the means which the law permits 
No one, I think, ever heard 
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{| | 
before of a man being attached for contempt || from Vermont states that the understanding | 
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without a return by the proper officer of the || was that the apportionment bill should be || 


circumstances which constitute the alleged act 
of cont mpt. Whether you may verify that 
return by the affidavit of a winisterial officer 
who executed the writ is a totally different 
thing ; but to Buy that an attachment for con- 
tempt can issue without a return, and simply 
on ap aflidavit, is something that I think my 
honorable friend from Pennsylvania would be 
low to aver in a court of justice. There must 
be a return first, although that may be verified 
by allidavit; but an affidavit without a return, 
I think, would be something unusual. 

Mr. SCOTT. I simply wish to say to my 
friend from Delaware that he will remember 
the subpena itself is returned with the accom- 
panying affidavit of the deputy who served it. 
[t is not the case of coming into court to prove 


the service without producing the writ; the writ || that on the next legislative day after Friday 
is here returned, not with a technical return |) 
upon it by the Sergeant-at-Arms, but with the | 


affidavit of the officer who executed it. 


Mr. BAYARD. What the Senator is pleased || the debate should terminate earlier. ‘The only 


to call the technical return of the Sergeant-at 
Arms is the only return that can be called 


a return in this case. But, Mr. President, 


although I think the point of my colleague is || Monday, but withdrew his objection at the | 
well taken, I prefer to base my opposition to || suggestion of the Senator from Illinois, and 
agreed with the other Senators in naming 1 
| ‘*to-morrow,’’ which is to-day, the parliament 
honorable Senator from Ohio [Mr. Tuurman] |) ary ‘*to-morrow’’ from Friday. 


When 


first came before the Senate the 


this resolution upon broader grounds. 
this resolution 


drew the 
ered its attention for the first time had been 
drawn to the language of the resolution raising 
the committee and the question whether there 
was under that resolution authority for a sub- 


committee to take testimony and exercise the || from Vermont, [Mr. Morri.u,] who isentitled || 
| to the floor, to allow me for one moment to 


same powers that the committee of twenty-one, 
the joint committee, could do upon that subject. 
[ cannot improve upon what he said; perhaps 
[ would only mar his argument by attempting 
to restate it. 
demonstration, plainly made upon a critical | 


examination of the language of the resolution, || his colleague on the committee, could both 
that no such power existed in the sub-com- || be present. 


mittee at all. I equally believe that if the | 


power had been asked origivally by the sub- || and informs me that he expects to be taken 
committee, the language of the resoluuion would || from here by duties assigned him by the Sen- 


have been altered so as to give it. 1 believe 


of the Senate to endow the sub-committees with | 


the same powers as the general commitiee for || to have it disposed of. 


the purposes of investigation. 


We have seen since that, in the case of an- 


other committee on which Lhave been placed, from Pennsylvania, but I do not consider it 
|| fair, as some of the Senators were disappointed || 


and which was sent to New York, that the 
language giving it au 
exercise the powers intrusted to the commit- 
tee in Washington was expressly adopted, for 


cautionary reasons, by Senators by whom this |} and 1 do not think there is any more than | 


subject had been considered. 
made, I believe, by my friend from Pennsyl- 
vania himself. He saw that there was a ques- | 
tion, and perhaps he saw that there was much 
more than a question; that there was a dis- | 
tinct want of authority-—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must 
ask the Senator from Delaware to pause. The 
morning hour has expired. The special order 
for to day is the amnesty bill, which is now 
before theSenate. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I believe I 
had the floor on Friday by unanimous con- 
sent, and by unanimous consent the appor- 
tionment bill was to be acted upon on Saturday 
and disposed of at four o'clock on that day. 
I suppose, in order to carry out that agree- 
ment, the apportionment bill will come up this 
morning and the amnesty bill will go over 
informally until to-morrow morning. I there- 
fore move that the latter be passed over inform- 
ally in orderthat the unanimous agreement of 
the Senate may be carried out, as this is the 
next legislative day after Friday. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senator || 


|| on Saturday and of course none upon Sunday; 





' of on Saturday. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| from South Carolina objects to passing over the | 
| amnesty bill. 





| 


| to lay it on the table. 


| Chair has said, to be part of the record of the 


attention of the Senate, as I consid- || from Vermont [Mr. Morriti] has asked that 


|| so that it may be disposed of soon. 


[ do think, however, it was a |} Senator from Ohio appealed to me to post- 


authority to go there to || in not having the apportionment bill disposed || 


Phe motion was || time enough left for that discussion between || 


| Priday, I will say that | was clearly of the im- 
pression that the understanding was of the || 
‘|| character which seems now, from what the | 


| have no doubt the Senate acted in that view. 
|| In that aspect of the case, I trust the appor- || 


| that the apportionment bill be taken up. | 
I do not wish to antagonize || 
} 


taken upon Saturday. ‘‘Saturday,’’ however, 
does not occur in the conversation which has 
been reported, and, as usual, with very great 
accuracy and precision, by the reporters for 
the Globe. The Senator from Rhode Island 
{Mr. AntuHony] was in the chair at the time, 
and the understanding of the Senate, unani- 
mously agreed to, was that the vote should be 
taken on the apportionment bill ‘‘ to-morrow || 


| at four o’clock,’’ and this is the legislative ‘‘ to- 


morrow ’’ from I'riday, as there was no session 


but Senators, as they understand very well, are 
to enforce their Own unanimous agreements, 
and the amnesty bill being the special order is 
now called up by the Presiding Officer. There 
is, however, the parliamentary understanding 


last the vote was to be taken on the apportion- 
ment bill at four o’clock, unless, as the Senator 
from New York [Mr. ConkiinG] suggested, 


dissentient from that was the Senator from 
Texas, [Mr. LanaGan,] who asked that the || 
agreement should be made specifically for 


The Senator || 
the amnesty bill be postponed informally, and 


Mr. SCOTT. 


measures, but I wish to ask the Senator | 


call attention to the position of this resolution, || 
It will be 
remembered that when it was up before, the 


pone it until the Senator from Delaware, and 


I did postpone it for that reason. 
Che Senator from Delaware is now present, 


exceedingly anxious that this resolution should 
not be in the way of other business, and wish 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I would will- 
ingly consent to the suggestion of the Senator 


mn) ‘ | 
I'bere are several Senators | 
who desire to discuss the apportionment bill, 


i 
now and four o’clock. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The Senator | 





Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. ThenI move || 





Mr. RAMSEY. I desire to say a word. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I yield to 


Mr. RAMSEY. 


As to the arrangement on | 


Senate, that on ‘‘to-morrow,’’ being the next 
business day, the apportionment bill would | 


‘| be considered. Ithen moved an adjournment || 


over until Monday with that understanding. I 1 


tionment bill may be taken up. I} 
Mr. ROBERTSON. I wish to make the | 
statement that on Thursday last, by unanimous || 


| what occurred on Friday. 


. e ,ce || through with the discussion earlier. 
| ate, in the course of a day or two, and I am |! 


that, as a matter of fact, it was the intention | 
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consent, the amnesty bill was laid over yn) 
one o’clock on Monday. That time hayin, 
arrived, I insist upon its being taken up. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is now up 
Mr. ROBERTSON. By unanimous consent 
The VICE PRESIDENT. But it is subject 
now to the action of the Senate. There are 
two subjects set down by unanimous consent 
for to-day on account of the absence of Seton 
day’s session. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move to 
lay the pending bill on the table, as the Sey. 


| ator from South Carolina objects to passing j, 
& * 
over. 


It would go over informally and come 
up to-morrow as a matter of course; but jj 


_the Senator from South Carolina objects, | 


move to lay it on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER, I suggest to the Senator 
from South Carolina to allow it to go oye 
informally. I think that would be the bes 
way of harmonizing. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope no motion js ty 
be made this morning to violate another unap. 
imous consent. ‘The Chair read but a part oj 
I consider it due 
to myself, in consequence of what occurred 
l’riday last, to call the attention of the Senate 
for a moment to the facts. ‘The Senator from 
Vermont [Mr. Morritt} had asked to have 
the apportionment bill go over till the nex: 
day for the purpose of allowing him to submit 
some remarks upon it. That we may know 


| exactly what occurred, I will read from the 
|| Globe after that suggestion was made: 


‘“*Mr. TrumBuL.. I feel embarrassed by the ap- 
peal of the Senator from Vermont. I think it ig 
asking a gereatdeal of the Senate, on a bill of this 
kind to insist on its going over; but I submit this, 


| by his permission: if the Senate will agree to take 


the vote at some hour to-morrow, let the bill then 
go over until to-morrow, and let us take the vote at 
some hour agreeable to the Senate, and let it be 
understood that we will take the vote to-morrow, 
and dispose of it. I suggest that we take the vote 
to-morrow at four o'clock. 

*“*Mr. Ramsey. Say Monday at four o’clock. 

“Mr. TrumBu.L. No; the bill ought to pass this 
week. Ifthere be no objection I suggest that we 
proceed to vote on the bill and amendments at feur 
o’clock to-morrow. 

**Mr. Epmunpbs. Say five. 

**Several Senators. Say three o’clock. 

“Mr. TrumBpuLt. Four o’clock, unless we get 

“The Presipinc Orricer. TheSenator from Illi- 
nois proposes that by unanimous consent it shall be 
agreed to commence voting an the amendments to 
this bill to-morrow at four o’clock.’’ 


Some other suggestions were then made, 
and an objection interposed. Passing over 
those suggestions and objection, the Presiding 
Officer then says: 

“The objection is withdrawn. It is then ordered 


that at four o’clock to-morrow the Senate will com- 
mence voting upon the amendments to this bill 


| without further debate.” 


The Chair will see that the question did 
arise as to Saturday. It was mentioned, and 
the Senator from Minnesota, [Mr. Ramsey, ] 
while this conversation was taking place, 
objected to fixing Saturday, and asked that 
the bill should go over until Monday. ‘That, 
however, was yielded, and the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate was obtained to proceed 
with the bill the next day. 

Having had charge of the apportionment 


| bill, and spoken somewhat at length upon it 


. ¥ | in the early part of the day, after remaining in 

| the Senator from Minnesota. | yP y: g 
1} 
} 


my seat between four and five hours, I left the 
Senate Chamber. Subsequently, the following 
final report of its proceedings appears in the 
Globe : 


‘*“Mr. Ramsey. I move that when the Senate 
adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on Monday nest. 
* The motion was agreed to.”’ 


That appears to have been the last action 
taken in this body in open session during that 
day of Friday. Among honorable men | 


know of no more disreputable act than a 


breach of faith. It is due to the Senate, how- 
ever, that I should say, inasmuch as its char- 
acter for honor and courtesy is affected by this 
transaction, that I have been informed that 
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the motion was made and agreed to in the con- 
fysion of the closing moments of the session, 
and after most of the members had left the 


Chamber. 


I have no further comment to make upon | 


this subject, but to call attention to it as I have. 
4nd now, Mr. President, I trust, under a 
snanimous consent of the Senate given on 


fhursday last, that the amnesty bill should | 


come up to-day, no such motion will be made 


as . 
ynanimous consent; and whilel state that, my 


anxiety for the passage of the Sppariennest 


| found in this record of the debate. 


was not exhausted sooner.’’ The Senator 
from Minnesota, [Mr. Ramsey, ] it is true, ina 
previous portion of the debate, as stated by 
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New York [Mr. Fenton] in regard to the 


| customs was made the special order for the 


the Senator from Illinois, did also suggest | 
Monday; but the word ‘‘Saturday,’’ unless | 


the eyes of the Chair deceive him, is not to be 


cific understanding at the close, repeated with 
precision by the officer occupying the chair, 


| was this: 


to Jay it on the table in violation of that || 


“The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The objection is with- 
drawn. 


It is then ordered that at four o’clock to- 


The spe- | 


|| morrow the Senate will commence voting upon the | 
| amendments to this bill without further debate. 


pill is such—and I think the public interests | 
require that it should be passed at an early | 


day—that I hope there will be unanimous con- 
sent, and I appeal to my friend from South 
Carolina to give it—not let us vote to lay on 
the table the agreement we have made, but let 
us by unanimous consent go on and finish the 
apportionment bill to-day and take up the 
amnesty bill to-morrow. I think that will be 
the better way. I should be very sorry to see 
a motion made to lay on the table a bill that 
every Senator had pledged his honor should 


come up to-day at one o’clock and be consid: | 


ered. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Do you mean that there 
was an agreement that the amnesty bill should 
be considered to-day ? 


Mr. TRUMBULL. There wasaunanimous | 


agreement of this body that the amnesty bill 
should come up at one o’clock to-day, and 


| 





therefore | appeal to the Senator from South | 


Carolina, because I do not want to vote for a 


motion to lay that unanimous consent on the | 





table 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam told there was no 
such agreement. I was not here. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I understood there was 
an agreement that the amnesty bill should 
come up to-day at one o’clock, but no vote 
should be taken on it before to-morrow. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator 
from Lilinois has concluded, the Chair desires 
to call attention to one remark of his impuga- 
ing the statementof the Chair. It is the duty 
of the Chair to state this to the Senate, for if 
they cannot credit the statements made from 
the Chair this officer should not occupy his 
position any longer. 

The present occupant of the chair was not 
in the Senate when this agreement was made, 
being absent in another city, but the Senator 
from Rhode Island [Mr. Anruony] was occu- 
pying the chair. He therefore took, as he 
stated in his remarks, the official statement in 
the Globe, made by reporters whose accuracy 


| 


Mr. ConkLinG. Unless the debate exhausts itself 
sooner, 


**The PresipinG Orricer. Certainly.” 


The Chair now, in order to vindicate his | 


accuracy, which he thinks the Senator from 


pugn, but which, he will perceive, he did by | 


|| his language as reported, will read what the 


Senator from Illinois stated: 


“The PreEstpING OFFICER. 


The Senator from | 


Texas moves that the Senate proceed to the con- 


sideration of executive business. 

_ Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope not. 
‘The motion was not agreed to.”’ 

F 4 : x % * * * ’ 
““Mr. SHERMAN. Let us have a vote on the 
amendment of the Judiciary Committee. 


| be a test question. 


“Mr. TrRuMBULL. That will be a test question.” 


The Chair is attempting now to quote the 


language of the Senator from Illinois during 


| and «dispose of it. 


this interlocutory debate. 
Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Morr11 : | 


“Mr. Trumputy. F feel embarrassed by the ap- 
peal of the Senator from Vermont. I think it is 
asking a great dealof the Senate, on a bill of this 
kind to insist on its going over; but I submit this, 
by his permission: if the Senate will agree to take 


the vote atsome hour to-morrow, let the bill then | 


go over until to-morrow and let us take the vote at 
some hour agreeable to the Senate, and let it be 
understood that we will take the vote to-morrow, 


| to-morrow at four o’clock. 


“Mr. Ramsry. Say Monday at fouro’clock. 

**Mr.TrRuMBULL. No; the bill ought to pass this 
week. If there be no objection I suggest that we 
preceed to vote on the bill and amendments at four 
o’clock to-morrow.”’ 


Subsequently the Presiding Officer stated 
this: 
“The PresipinG Orricer. The Senator from IIli- 


nois proposes that by unanimous consent it shall be 
agreed to commence voting on the amendments to 


| this bill to-morrow at four o’clock. 


Say three o’clock. 
Three o’clock would suit me, 


** Several SENATORS. 
**Mr. TrumBvucu. 


| but my friend before me [Mr. Epmunps] wants it 
| fixed for four o’clock. 


is well known, and stated then that in the | 
agreements which were made on Friday there | 


was no statement in regard to Saturday, but 
that the agreements proposed and accepted by 


the Senate referred to ‘‘to-morrow,’’ and that | 
the parliamentary ‘‘to-morrow’’ from Friday - 
last was this very day on which we are sitting, | 


and that therefore the Senate found itself in 
this dilemma: of having, by unanimous con- 
sent, assigned two important bills, both at- 


| to the proposition ? 


**Several Senators. Say four. 
‘The Presipinc Orricer. Isthere any objection 


to that understanding? [*‘No!’] The Chair hears 
none. 

‘““Mr. FranaGan. I suggest Monday. [‘No!’ 
‘No!’] 


**Mr. Hitt. The Senator will remember that the 
amnesty bill was set down for Monday. 

“The PrEestpING Orricer. Is there any objection 
‘No!’ ‘No!’] 
“Mr. TruMBULL. What is the proposition? 
‘The Presiping Orricsr. To commence voting 


on the bill to-morrow at four o’clock. 


tion. 


**Mr. Trumputyt. I hope there will be no objec- 


**Mr. FLANAGAN. There is objection, because I 


| suggest Monday.”’ 


tracting the attention of the Senate and the || 


country, for this day. 
The Senator from Illinois in his response 
states that the Chair is incorrect, as he will 


find, he says, that Saturday was mentioned. | 


While the Senator was on his feet the Chair 
again looked over the record of the interlocu- 
tory debate, and he again repeats what he 
stated before, that the word ‘‘ Saturday ’”’ is not 
used; it is the term ‘‘to-morrow”’ that is 


used; and the Chair stated, as the Senator | 
will remember, that one Senator, referring to || 


the termination of the interlocutory debate, 
the Senator from Texas, [ Mr. FLanaGay, ] sug- 
gested Monday specifically, which suggestion 
was withdrawn at the instance of the Senator 
from Illinois. Then the Senate all concurred 
In agreeing that ‘* to-morrow at four o'clock 
the final vote should be taken, if the debate 


|| that special orders are often made by unani- || 
|| mous consent. 


| is to go on. 


tion.’ 


| some time since. 


* % % x # * * 
“Mr. Trumputyi. If the Senator from Texas 


In reply to the || 


That will | 


I suggest that we take the vote 


| **Saturday”’ 


Sth of January, and has not yet been reached ; 
but the amnesty bill was made the special 
order for this day precisely, and is now before 
the Senate, and the Senator from Vermont 
claims the floor upon it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I shall have no contro- 
versy with the Chair as to a matter of fact, 
and [ am sorry that the Chair should have felt 
it its duty to submitthe remarks upon the sub- 
ject which it has. 1 understand that ‘*to- 
morrow’’ in the ordinary acceptation means 
the next legislative day, but I understand that 
that is in the absence of any understanding in 
the record to the contrary ; it is au inference ; 


but when there is an understanding in the 


ener . : ; ; b || record to the contrary, I do not suppose that 
Illinois did not intend intentionally to im- || 


‘**to-morrow’’ does mean the next legislative 
day. Let me read from the record: 


an suggest that we take the vote to-morrow atfour 
oO CIOCK, 
** Mr. R AMSEY. Say Monday at four o'clock. 
“Mr. TrumBuLi. No; the bill ought to pass this 
week.”’ 


Is it conceivable when this language occurs 
that that meant Monday? Could that mean 
any other time but Saturday, when Monday 
was objected to, and it was said that ‘the bill 
ought to pass this week ;’’ and what followed 
afterward ? 

“Mr. FLANAGAN. I suggest Monday.” 

Several Senators said ‘‘ No,’’ ‘* No.’’ 

“Mr. Troumaciyt. If 
objects, we cannot {ix it.’’ 

When did Mr. Trump. ask to fix it? 
‘“‘This week.’’ The very controversy was 
between Monday and Saturday. The word 
is not used. Is it necessary to 
use the word ‘‘ Saturday’’ when you say “ this 
week’’ on Friday? The fact that the word 
‘* Saturday”’ is not there does not change it, 
and I venture to say nobody in the Senate 


the Senator from Texas 


'| understood it differently than Saturday after 


that conversation. 
“If the Senator from Texas objects, we cannot 


| fix it.” 


| finished. 


objects, we cannot fix it. Then the only way I know | 


I mustinsist upon going on with the 


bill if the Senator from Texas objects to the arrange- | 


ment for voting to-morrow. 7 ; 
“Mr. FLANAGAN. Well, I withdraw the objec- 


, 


The Chair stated in alluding to this sub- 
ject—and this is sustained by decisions re- 
peatedly made in the British House of Com- 
mons—that ‘‘to-morrow’’ means the next legis- 
lative day. In fact, there is no dissent from 
this ruling, as the Chair examined the subject 
i It would be the pariiament- 


| ary ‘‘to-morrow’’ if the Senate had adjourned 


| from Thursday over until Monday. 


As the 
Senator has spoken of this as a *‘ breach of 
faith,’’ the Chair must also remind the Senate 


The bill of the Senator 


What was his objection? His objection 
was to having it fixed for to-morrow; he 
wanted it to go over until Monday. 

[ proceeded : 

** Then the only way I know isto go on. 
insist upon going on with the bill if the Senator 
from Texas objects to the arrangement for voting 
to-morrow.” 

And what was that? ‘ This week,’’ as [ 
had previously stated, that the bill should be 
And thereupon the Senator from 
Texas withdrew his objection, which was to 
have it go over until Monday, whereupon the 
| Presiding Officer announced that it was fixed 
for to-morrow, and that ‘‘ to-morrow”’ is to 
| be taken in connection with what previously 
| occurred, 

I leave the record to an intelligent public to 
determine whether I have misstated it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. But the Chair 
must repeat that theSenator from Illinois did 
in his previous remarks state that the word 
| ‘* Saturday’’ was used, and, if it was used, then 
the Chair stated what was incorrect. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think I did state in- 
advertently that the word ‘‘Saturday’’ had 
been used. I supposed that the word itself 
was used; but the debate is just as definite as 
if it had been. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
' Vermont [Mr. Morriti] is entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator from Ver- 
mont allow me to make one remark ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator yield? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. If there is 
_to be any further debate I must insist ou my 


| motion. 
Mr. ROBERTSON. 


If the Senator will 


from || allow me one word I think he will yield. 


I must * 
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Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Certainly I | that the bill be laid on the table, it not being | 















' : that motion prevails the amnesty bill wi Speaker 
j ield to the Senator from — Carolina. debatable under the rules. the special order to-morrow ; ei it ae be ar eel 
Mr. ROBER (SON. With due deference | Mr. ROBERTSON. On that motion I call || ished business be left to-day it will Mitve ¢ —— signed D 
) the ee of = ee from Illinois | for the yeas and nays. | of course. em “a bill 
will yield to-day, and I ask unanimous con- The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | Mr. TRUMBULL. W rah E 
alee sane aa : "eae oe ed eG 5 Mr. : aL. e can guar +e Sarah E 
sent “yp the vote be ca on the amnesty | taken, resulted—yeas 26, nays 31; as follows: | that. guard against “rr bill 
. ov a | pouting amendments to it at three Y EAS— Messrs, Ames, Anthony. Caldwell, Car- || The VICE PRESIDENT. he Senato post row 
) ClocK to-morrow. enter, Clayton, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Ed is, || ein ct ‘ 5 Geeta. an Senator = +1 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I object to that. Peuten, Ferry of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Gilbert, oe a teeE ee moves tist a amnesty . 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senat Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Marian, Morrill of || ene Oe the special order, be Post: paymen 
ae , prime Cong yoke he senator || Vermont, Nye, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Ram- || poned until to-morrow at one o'clock f flicers. 
from Vermont [Mr. Epmunps] in his seat | sey, Scott, Sherman, Wi roses De ; ; CLOCK. ule’ 
it y, Scott, Sherman, Windom, and Wright—26. Mr. HILL. I inquire what will be the eff 
objects to the latter part of the proposition. NAYS—Meesrs. Bayard, Blair, Boreman, Casserly, |} ; , . i" ; seer toe effect, 
Mr. ROBERTSON. Then I shall have te Davis of Kentucky, Davis of West Virginia, Gold- In Case we give way to the apportionment hill Mr. § 
‘- hi NUN. ni shi ib > . thwaite, Hamilton of Maryland, Hill, Hitchcock, if that bill should not be disposed of hefyre ee 
object to this. os) Johnston, Kellogg, Kelly, Lewis, Norwood, Pool, || to-morrow at one o'clock? bie vee tender" 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Then I move || Robertson, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Schurz, Spencer, The VICE PRESIDE ~ 
to lay the amnesty bill on the table Sprague, Stevenson, Stewart, Stockton, Sumner, me YY tes SIDENT. It would remain act to 
y the amnesty bill o1 able. Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, West, and Wilson—31. | the unfinished business if the § shoul . 
Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President— Me Tent be : ee : senate should ose 
Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Brownlow, Bucking- || adjourn on it to-night. If they d r 
rhe VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The motion is || 28™, Cameron, Chandler, Cooper, Cragin, Ferry of || wit} et Ney GO not comply was Tre 
not debatable Connecticut, Flanagan, Howe, Logan, Morrill of |} with the understanding that the vote be taken rinted 
Mir. CONKLING. Task the Senator to i Maine, Morton, Pratt, Rice, and Vickers—16. | at four o’clock: that is, if they should adjour, P 
dulge me in . ena before Givdentes ts So the motion was not agreed to. at half past three, or should adjourn in the ' 
rat, oe | ‘| ‘The VICE PRESIDENT. Theamnesty bill || Midst of taking the vote, it would be the unfin. Oe 
Nir. MORRILL, of Vermont. Certainly, | (H+ R. No. 380) remains before the Senate, | Murr wusiness: and nmle come oP at. on ites, 
Mr. CONKLING,. Lrise to ask a question || the pending question being on the motion of || as di, tomorrow. The unfinished business rath 
for information. I have heard it said—my || the Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Roperr- | terrae or ete wae Tt 
recollection is the reverse—that there was | soN,] to postpone it, and take up House bill | OM FONKLING ot he Tain i é 
unanimous consent that the amnesty bill No. 1050, on the same subject. con Sr eraeeaee G. The pending motion is — 
should stand for some purpose to-day. I want | Mr. TRUMBULL. I now appeal to the Sen- | Te te i Bie the. tito pated a Pp endi ' 
to know whether I am right in supposing that || #40r from South Carolina to let the amnesty | 0? Mie genie es ae Sees oe > y 
the motion was to make it a special order for bill go over until to-morrow, occupying the | ce - to-morrow, what is then the first ques. ma 
' ; Di eee + 6 on? Ab 
to-day, and that that motion prevailed ? | Same position as it would if taken up to-day, Tr y oN’ j i 
The VICE PRESIDENT. I “Apereny and let us go on with the apportionment bill. | a Sieerceh PRESIDENT.  Itis to postpone ee 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. By unani- There is great anxiety to dispose of that bill. | ber at oe a postpone all orders and take ean 
ane eenneek Mr. ROBERTSON. | consent with the under- oP Oe NELING: bill. : ii 
Mr. CONKLING. But the motion was to || 8t@uding that the amnesty bill be taken up as || t he O% KLING. So that the thing now AI 
make it a special order for to-day. soon as the apportionment bill is finished, so || Th postponed is the motion to postpone? Mr 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It was, which || #8 to be the unfinished business. \| h he VICE PRESIDENT. It isthe bill and that | 
motion prevailed without dissent, by unani- || Mr. EDMUNDS. Is unanimous consent | : . motion which eppertaing, tpi, All qre of the 
mous consent. | asked for anything ? | pee ee. Th 
Mr. SHERMAN. I statedatthesametime | _ The VICE PRESIDENT. It is by the |; Br. THUBMAD. . 1 t06 to saguass whether as in 
that making it a special order would not give || Senator from Illinois. i Seer ae Ve reit am. Coamenagecnent 10 consi 
it any advantage, and that it would be very ||| Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I object. It is use- | pass over the amnesty bill informally and pro- the a 
likely to be crowded out by the unfinished | less to have any unanimous consents here. ceed with the apportionment bill? 8 
, NLSON The VICE PRESIDENT. The S$ a 
business. | Mr. WILSON. I move, then, that the am- f Nee tESIDENT. The Senator the n 
Mr. WILSON. Mr. President nesty bill be assigned for to-morrow at one ae Vermont objected to that. ‘ on tu 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator || © clock, with the understanding that the vote T a EDMUNDs. I beg pardon of the Chair. mitte 
from Vermont has moved to lay the bill on the || shall not be taken to-morrow upon the sub- || Bp Demeter som Sesh tmnoriiin Oupecved most M 
table, which is not debatable as he insists on || ject, but that it shall go over until the day |) petenaptor dy ans AESOP Ee ep oe dent 
- ceaendior wang after, so as to put it just where it was. | ers to it; I had not the least objection. ror 
Mr. WILSON. [ask the Senator to with- The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion is || — ord colleague moved to lay that bill on iy 
* draw it for a moment. in order. ‘The bill is now a special order and |! *" ey ule. Now, the Seats Raving refused as p 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. No, sir; I | will retain its speciality, to whatever time it || - dn aoe oe table, and declined, therefore, clan 
shall withdraw it for no one except the Sen- || may be postponed, with the understanding e , Tee ovsne to any other course than for | 
ator from Minnesota, [Mr. Ramsey.] As he || that it will require unanimous consent to fix a | Tae ities dead vet) Being rer this 
made the motion to adjourn over on Friday, I | time for taking the vote. The motion to post- | The VICK PRESIDENT. | The Chair did the 
shall yield to him. | pone requires only a majority vote; and, if | not name all the objections. He named the will 
Mr. RAMSEY. Ihave only this to say in | postponed, the bill still retains its character | latter one, which he supposed was the objec: tive 
regard to that motion: Lacted under the general || as a special order. tion of the Senator from Vermont. However, sof] 
impression of the Senate that ‘‘ to-morrow ’”’ Mr. TRUMBULL. Do I understand that || he will qualify it as now stated by the Senator, one 
meant the next business day, and I supposed || it will occupy the same position to-morrow | that other objections were made; but the Sen Sta 


ator from Vermont made the latest objectior of 


the Senator from Illinois simply desired to || that it occupies to-day, if we now postpone it : : : 
against the amnesty bill being passed over in- 


secure preference for the bill he then had in || until to-morrow? 








charge; and acting under that impression, I || The VICE PRESIDENT. It will. By the formally. Doeshe withdraw that objection now? Iw 
moved that the Senate adjourn until Monday, | strict rule the Chair will state that the cus- Mr. EDMUNDS. _No, sir. ber 
supposing he had secured that object, and the | toms bill, having been made the special order | The VICE PRESIDENT. Therefore, the the 
Senate very well understood it. There was || at an earlier time, would be first in order if the | question recurs on the motion of the Senator ma 
not a yea and nay vote, but there was a vote || Senator from New York [Mr. Fenton] de- from Massachusetts, [Mr. Witsoy,] which is wil 
taken on the motion, and it was almost unani- || manded that it should be called up; but as it | to postpone the further consideration of the wh 
mous in favor of it. There were but three or | was not so understood the Chair did not him- | amnesty bill until to-morrow. nu 
four votes on the other side. | self call it up, but called up the amnesty bill The motion was agreed to. : 
‘ “: \ eo See aad ae the Sen- || and the apportionment bill as the two bills | MESSAGE FROM TIE HOUSE fus 
or from Vermont now yield to S i signe dod S 
from Massachusetts ? . wae oo tke oe et I} ti Sever aliedacted tactete oe cine r 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I insist on | Mr. TRUMBULL. Then Iunderstand that '|| ives, by Mr. McPurneoy, its Clerk, announced th 
my motion. if itis now’ moved that the amnesty Dill be | that the House had passed the following bills, Is 
Mr. THURMAN. TI ask my friend from | postponed until to-morrow at one o’clock and || in which it requested the” concdrtence of the H 
Vermont to withdraw the motion for a single | that motion prevails, it will to-morrow be a: . . . 
moment until I can make a suggestion. called up, having the same rights that it would i amo (H. . No. 1060) making sppropria- ta 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, We have || have to-day. net Ape Reenter eee ena dmeee bi 
already wasted half an hour. , TICE SIDENT. T +. win} || eXpenses of the Government for the year end It 
Me THURMAN. Ido cot want to make || callitap tomorrow. || 196 Sune80, 1878, and for other purposes; and u 
a speech. | "Mr. TRUMBULL. Then I suggest to my || ,; A bill (H. R. No. 1071) making appropria- re 
ir MORRELL Gf Vermont. Ttuivduireply || fiend ‘from Mouth Carctinn to sitew thas'|| “one OF Pie payment of invalid ane other 
said that I could not yield. " || motion to be made, that the bill be postponed at * a en verge, Bt, tae Jone . 
_The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from || until to-morrow. ending June 80, 1878. n 
Vermont declines to yield, and the Chairmust || The VICE PRESIDENT. Unless the Sen- ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. . 
therefore submit the question on his motion |! ate adjourn upon something else to-night, if || The message also announced that the : 
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Speaker of the House had signed the follow- || 
ing enrolled bills ; and they were thereupon 
soned by the Vice President: 
“®, pill (S. No. 890) granting a pension to | 
Evans; 1 
Sarat al (H. R. No. 484) to establish certain 
nost routes in the State of Indiana; and | 
“A bill (H. R. No. 1061) to authorize the | 
payment of duplicate checks of disbursing || 
officers. {| 
CORPORATION INCOME TAX. \ 
Mr. SCOTT submitted an amendment in- || 
tended to be proposed by him to the biil (S. || 
No, 362) declaratory of an act entitled ‘An || 
act to reduce’ internal taxes, and for other || 
purposes,” approved July 14, 1870; which | 
was received informally, and ordered to be | 
printed. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


} 
| 
The following bills from the House of Rep- || 
resentatives were severally read twice by their | 
titles, and referred to the Committee on Ap: | 
yropriations : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1060) making appropri- | 
ations for the legislative, executive, and judi- | 
cial expenses of the Government for the year | 
ending June 80, 1878, and for other pur- | 
yoses; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1071) making appropria- 
tions for the payment of invalid and other || 
pensions of the United States for the year | 
ending June 30, 1873. 


APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATION. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Inow move 


that the Senate proceed to the consideration | 
of the apportionment bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the | 
consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 248) for 
the apportionment of Representatives to Con- | 
gress among the several States according to || 
the ninth census, the pending question being | 
on the first amendment reported by the Com- | 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. Presi- 
dent, at the conclusion of my remarks I shall 
propose an amendment to the first section of 
the House bill which will give the same ratio 
as proposed in the paper printed by the Judi- || 
ciary Committee with their reported substitute 
for the House bill, marked ‘*D.’’ I mention 
this so that Senators may be able to look at 
the paper and examine it for themselves. It || 
will be seen that this will add a Representa- | 
tive to several additional States: to the State || 
of Pennsylvania, one; to the State of Alabama, | 
one; to the State of ‘Tennessee, one; to the 
State of New Hampshire, one; to the State || 
of Florida, one; and to the State of Vermont, | 
one; and under the computation used by the 
Judiciary Committee, taking the whole num- 
ber at two hundred and ninety, it will have 
the effect of giving every State at least as 
many Representatives as it now has, and it 
will add a few more‘to some of the States 
which I have mentioned, and increase the 
number fixed in the House bill by nine. 

Mr. THURMAN. ‘There is so much con- 
fusion that I did not catch the statement of the 
Senator, and I should thank him if he would 
repeat it. He names certain States, and says 
that to each there will be one member added. 
Is that in addition to the number now in the 
House bill? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Yes, sir; 
taking as a basis the aggregate number of two 
hundred and ninety and’ adding for fractions. 
It will give, however, two hundred and ninety- 
two as the total number of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, 

fam not unmindful, Mr. President, thatit is 
already apparent that the Senate may have 
reached a conclusion upon the bill before us, 
and I shall, therefore, consume as little time 
48 possible in the discussion of the questions | 
involved, and no more than may be necessary 


or 


'| all amendments. 


to exhibit a few of its enormities. The delay 
accorded will not have lengthened my speech. 
The exigencies which demand early action, I 
fear, are forcing us to accept of some gross 
improprieties. I cannot believe, however, that 


bill, will at last be found to block the way of 
I cannot believe that a ma- 
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| the votes of seventeen States to which extra | 
| representation has been accorded by the House 


jority of the Senate, where Republicans largely | 


predominate, will sanction anything less than 


| a full and complete observance of all consti- 
tutional requirements. 


The substitute reported by the Judiciary 


mend it to my judgment. It observes all con- 


| Committee contains some features which com- | 


stitutional requirements, which the House bill | 


does not. I carefully listened to the interest- 
ing opening speech of the distinguished chair- 
man of the committee, [Mr. Trumpuy;] but 
whether he opened for the House bill or the 
substitute, I should not have known had he 


not said he spoke as the organ of the com- | 
I admit his perfect fairness, however, | 
as he appears to be contented with either || 


mittee. 


proposition, provided he can get rid of the 
other promptly. 
has nearly or quite abandoned the measure of 


But I think, as the chairman | 


|| his committee, only proposing to vote for it | 


himself, without asking anybody else to so vote, | 


that it would be a useless waste of time to scan 
its merits or demerits. Something else must 
be sought for greater favor. 

The subject of apportionment of representa- 
tion, touching the interest and pride of every 
State, always complex, and growing more so 
by the growth of our population, the expansion 
of our territory, and the rapid birth of new 
interests and new States, cannot now be, as it 
never has been, properly and fairly settled 


| without the most careful and mature delibera- 


tion. From the foundation of the Government 
it has been one of difficult adjustment. At the 
outset the difficulty was accommodated by 
allowing slaves to figure in the double attitude 
of property and persons, the deduction of two 
fifths when counted as persons being compen- 
sated by an equal deduction when estimated 
for taxes, and in addition by yielding for the 


| time, or for five years, an excess of represeut- 


ation to the southern States, then expected to | 


| increase in population much more rapidly than | 


any other States, and this increase was to be | 


| taken care of in the enumeration provided for 


at an early day. ‘The very first Congress pro- 
posed as its first amendment to the Constitu- 
tion a complicated article by which the aggre- 
gate number was not to be less than a given 


| number, nor more than one Representative for 
| so many thousand persons, but this article was 


not ratified by the requisite number of States. 
While the apportionment bill after the census 


of 1790 was under consideration by Washing: | 


ton, he was urged by Jefferson, in avery elab- 
orate argument, to veto the bill,-though it 
yielded, as he said, a ‘‘ tolerably just result ;’’ 
because that result had not been reached in strict 
conformity to the Constitution, and because 


| he thought some use of the veto power would 


then be popular. Washington did veto the 
bill, not because fractions were represented, 
bat because the whole number exceeded the 
limitation of the Constitution, being more than 
one forevery thirty thousand, and the bill which 
finally passed with his approval sanctioned frac- 
tional representation. 

The business of the national Legislature at 
the outset was very small when compared with 
its present magnitude. Then it was expected 
by many that Congress would sit no longer 
than six or eight weeks in the year, while half 
a year now barely suffices. Increased growth 
has been followed by increased demands from 
all quarters of our greatly enlarged territory, 
and by our introduction as a first rate Power 
into the society of nations. 
penses of our foreign intercourse were esti- 
mated by the Secretary of State in 1790 at 


The annual ex- | 


| 


less than forty thousand dollars, and itincluded 
two ministers, twochargé d'affaires, one agent, 
and one consul only. Nowhere are we more 


|| economical to-day than in the expenditures of 


our foreign service, and yet we have made a 
long stride beyond the estimate of Jefferson, 
as we now count ministers by the score and con- 
suls by the hundred. The whole requirements 
of the Treasury under our most consummate 
financier, Hamilton, were less, for instance, 
than those now demanded, in consequence of 
the extinguishment of Indian land titles, for 
the support of a single bureau in the Interior 
Department. Van Buren was driven from 
power by the extravagance of his administra- 
tion, and yet its annual cost was bat a trifle 
more than our present pension-roll. 

We ought, therefore, to concede liberal num- 
bers to the House of Répresentatives; and a, 
longer time than was originally anticipated for 
the transaction of business has become indis- 
pensable. ‘This has been done, for the House 
was started at sixty-five Representatives only. 
There are now more questions to be solved and 
more measures to be matured, but it may be 
well to look forward lest too great numbers 
shall retard business, and when decided make 
iteven less satisfactory to the people. The 
time will assuredly come when the ratio of 


| representation will have to be increased rather 


than the number of Representatives, but that 
time may not be until we shall have passed 
three hundred or perhaps even four hundred. 
Several of the Governments of Europe have 
larger representative bodies than we have, but 
their system of government differs widely from 
our own, and representatives there are not all 
expected to be active, working members. Mon- 
archies tolerate drones, but republics do not. 

In addition to the Representatives, it must 
be borne in mind that we have now to provide 
seats for ten territorial Delegates. If to the 
two hundred and eighty-three Representatives 
are added these, together with the officers and 


| reporters of the House, we shall find that it 


will require a hal) of such ample dimensions 
for their accommodation that members with 
weak lungs will only count in commitiee- 
rooms. fs there any argument in favor of 
increasing the number of the House of Rep- 
resentatives now from two hundred and forty- 
three to two hundred and eighty-three that 
| will not be of equal force at the next decade 
| and again in 1890? With a hundred millions 
| of population what is to be the size of the 
| House of Representatives? Let me say you 
can easily advance, but, however untenable 
the position, it may be impossible to retreat. 
Representatives, lynx-eyed as they will be for 
the integrity of their own districts, can rarely 
be expected to aid in blotting them out, or 
in blotting out their own official existence. If 
the aggregate number of the House should 
ever be found excessive, or attended by any 
evils, it must be admitted the error cannot be 
| easily eradicated ; the patient will not submit 
to be purged; and yet it may not be wholly 
needless to look out for the perpetually rising 
tide of population, and for a considerable 
| increase of new States that must come in on 
an equal footing with the old States. At 
| every decade fresh numbers will knock at our 
| doors for admission. While, therefore, Ishould 
| not be wholly irreconciled to the policy of 
| increased numbersif increased fairly and prop- 
| erly, my inclination rather leads me to pause. 
| With the advent of railroads and the conse- 
| quent rapid means of communication, Repre- 
| sentatives are now better qualified to bear the 
| burden of large districts than in the earlier 
| days of the Republic, and their acquaintance 
| with the field they represent is far more com- 
| plete. The increased expense ofa large House, 
if there are any solid advantages in favor of 
such a House, ought not to be weighed in the 
balance. It is, nevertheless, an item, 
| It would almost appear that Congress, when 
| the apportionment bill after the census of 1850 
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was made, with an elaborateness intended to | appear to have comprehended it, and certainly 


Jast for ages, had reached the determination 
that the House should never again perma. 
nently exceed about two hundred and thirty- 
three members, for they fixed upon that num- 
ber and provided that any excess arising from 
the admission of new States was ‘ only to con- 
tinue until the next succeeding apportion- 
ment. 

Before looking at the questions of most 
vital importance involved in the present bill, 
it may not be disadvantageous to see just what 
has been done in our past history, and to this 
end I present a table showing the population 
of each decennial period from the foundation 


of the Government to the present time, which | 


has pretty regularly increased about thirty- 


three per cent., and with the ratios and their | 


percentage of increase: 


Years. Population. Ratio. Increase. 
1787 (estimated 3,000,000 30,000 - 
1790... Sheincheedead 929,214 38,000 10 per cent. 
i ahdeni . 5,308,483 85,000 6 per cent. 
leet ial 7,239,881 $5,000 0 per cent. 
sz) . seco VO, Ooo 40,000 1] per cent. 
SUR RE Sat oe 12,866,020 47,700 19 per cent. 
0 Se 17,069,453 70,680 48 per cent. 
1500, 25,191,876 93,420 32 per cent. 
1860... . 01,443,321 126,823 36 per cent. 
Se 38,113,253 134,675 6 per cent. 


l’rom this it would appear that the House bill 
proposed an increase of the ratio from the last | 


decade of only six per cent., while it was in- 
creased in 1830 to nineteen per cent.; in 1840 
it rose to forty-eight per cent. 


if those who preceded us had enlarged the 
House at the same speed proposed by the 


House bill, it would have required a house like 


the Mormon temple to hold the nation’s Rep- 
resentatives at the present moment! But the 
substitute cceanal by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee is more in 
past history. It does not raise the ratio forty- 


hut it does raise it nearly twenty-four per cent. 
by fixing the number at 157,109 instead of 
126,823, and gives the same number of Rep- 
resentatives we now have. This may be too 
great self-denial to ask of the House. And 
it must be confessed that at present fifty more 
or less is of less consequence than it is to have 
a just and equitable apportionment in strict 
accordance with the Constitution. 

The primary question which naturally pre- 


; to thirty-two | 
in 1850, and thirty-six per cent. in 1860. Surely | 


harmony with our | 


t 
| 
} 


have failed to grapple with it. That amend- 


ment reads as follows: 


‘* Representatives shall beapportioned among the 
several States according to their respective num- 
bers, counting the whole number of persons in each 
State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the 
right to vote at any election for the choice of elect- 
ors for President and Vice President of the United 
States, Representatives in Congress, the executive 
and judicial officers of a State, or the members of 
the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male 
inhabitants of such State being twenty-one years 
ofage, and citizens of the United States, orin any way 
abridged, except for participation in rebellion or 

| other crime, the basis of representation therein shall 
be reduced in the proportion which the number of 
such male citizens shall bear tothe whole number of 
wale citizens twenty-one years of age insuch State.”’ 


The small numbers set down in the census 
tables to each State as affected by this amend- 
ment are confessedly unreliable, and, if con- 
sidered, will not materially affect the result. 
So far as they are set forth, clearly they 
should be considered. We cannot go beyond 
the census report, as the facts “might warrant 


| 


us in doing probably, much less can we tram- | 


ple it wholly outof sight. We must do nothing 
to impair the vitality of that or any other pro- 
vision of the Constitution. If not needed to- 
| day, it maybeto-morrow. Itmust not become 
a dead letter. Who doubts that Massachu- 
setts nominally, at least, denies the right to 
vote to a much larger number than she has 
been credited with? A similar denial if ever 
yronounced in other State constitutions might 
be enforced with much more vigor. Small as 
the basis of computation is, let it not be 
ignored in any bill consented to by the Senate. 
The Judiciary Committee, [ am glad to see, 
would notseem to have disregarded this matter 
| in their proposed substitute, whatever may be 
| the other merits of that substitute. Notwith- 
standing the resulting figures may not be 


| changed whetherthis amendmentis kept in view 
eight per cent., nor even thirty-six per cent., || 


or not, I cannot consent to ignore it before 


|| the ink with which it was written is fairly dry, 


| 


sents itself in an apportionment bill is, does | 


it answer the constitutional requirements? 


Prior to the recent amendments the Constitu- | 
tion provided for an enumeration ‘‘within three | 


years after the first meeting of the Congress || 


of the United States, and within every subse- 
quent term of ten years. ’”’ 
the House has been complied with. The Con- 
stitution also provided that “‘the number of 
Representatives shall not exceed one for every 
thirty thousand, but each State shall have at 
least one Representative.’’ This, too, has 
been complied with. Beyond this the Con- 
stitution provided that ‘* Representatives and 
direct taxes shall be apportioned among the 
several States which may be included within 
this Union according to their respective num- 
bers,’’ &c. This in the House bill has not 
been complied with. It may be impossible 
to observe this provision with mathematical 


accuracy, but there does not seem to have | 


been even a substantial compliance. It can- 
not be contended that the apportionment is 
strictly in conformity to ‘‘ respective numbers”’ 
when seventeen States have an excess of rep- 
resentation, and all the others a deficiency. 
When so large anumber of States are so 
unequally yoked and made to supply the defi- 
ciencies of other States, the bill fails of justice, 
and offers no substantial compliance with the 
Constitution, though it offersan immense bribe 
to the favored States. 


Bat section two of article fourteen of the || 


amendments to the Constitution the House 
billentirely ignores. The census takers do not 


This in the bill of | 


nor can this Congress afford to ignore it. 

The most striking feature at the first view 
of the apportionment bill as it came from the 
House is the notable increase of the aggre- 
gate number fixed for the House of Repre- 
sentatives. This may dwindle, however, and 
become of less significance in the process of 
a further examination of the bill. The argu- 
ments as between a large house and a small 
one are plentiful, and appear to be very nearly 
| of equal force, insomuch that republican 
statesmen have in all times and all places 
sanctioned neither one or the other, but in- 
stead have chosen a medium, and fixed popu- 
lar representative bodies upon a moderate 
basis, or large enough to represent all inter- 
| ests and be beyond corruption, but not so large 
as to be encumbered with too much help, and 
| thereby become incapable of any salutary dis- 
| cussion or wise decision of important questions. 

But the most urgent advocates of large num- 
| bers in the Convention which framed our Con- 
| stitution, in order to gnard against the excess 


|| of numbers, were in favor of fixing a point 


1} 


| 


| 
| 
| 


within which the highest number should be 
| forever limited. The men of that heroic age 
| had no conception of the rapid growth of the 
| tree they planted. 
cipated so soon a nation of forty millions and 
a Union of more than treblethe number of 
the original thirteen States, although New 
| Hampshire then, with one hundred and twenty 
thousand souls. it was said, from the fertility 
of hersoil, would increase with great rapidity ; 
and it was foretold that the new States to be 
_admitted in the West might, in process of 
time, outnumber the Atlantic States! Our 
national fecundity is still in its highest vigor, 
and the time looks far distant when the womb 
of the future will prove barren as to the pro- 
| duction of full grown States. 
The bill of the House for the apportionment 


of Representatives fixes the number rather 


arbitrarily at two hundred and eighty-three, 


They could not have anti- | 
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as 


on a supposed basis of 134,675 representative 
population. Every State is constitutionally 


| entitled to at least one Representative, whay. 
| ever may be the limit of its population. 4, 


|| Oregon with 90,923 population, 

















| to be compensated by other States. 
| ing them out, as the Constitution counts them 


cordingly, the States of Delaware with 125,01; 
population, Nebraska with 122,998 population, 
1 ; and Nevada 
with 42,491 population, have each properly as. 
signed to them one Representative, regardlese 
of any lack ofnumbers. ‘They are exceptional 
and have their representation by virtue of th) 
special provision in the Constitution, and po: 
by virtue of population. Therefore, in Appor- 
tioning Representatives for the other States 
these four should be left out entirely so far ag 
numbers are concerned, adding at last only 
four Representatives’to the whole number: 
otherwise the deficiencies of these States have 


By count- 


out, and as the substitute for the House }jj| 
counts them out, we relieve ourselves to that 
extent of troublesome fractions, and those 
States, having all their comstitutienal rights, 
no longer come in to choke off the full repre. 
sentation of all the other States. 

In addition, seventeen other States, accord 
ing to the bill of the House, are to receive g 
tepresentative upon fractions; that is to say: 


Connecticut 
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These seventeen States. therefore, become 
entitled to seventeen Representatives on a) 
average basis of 102,228 of population, instead 
of 134,675. 

I know that in any ratio some fractional 
inequalities must exist, but in the House bill 
they are strikingly large. Nearly one half of 
the States, and much more than half if we 
include the four States whose population falls 
below the ratio now fixed upon, have each 


| been assigned a Representative upon fractions. 


I venture to say that this is entirely unpre- 
cedented, and that nothing approaching it was 
ever before proposed in any law upon the sub- 
ject of apportionment. 

While I should be disposed to defer largely 
to whatever might be the fixed judgment of the 
House as to what ought to be its aggregate 
numbers, this would appear to be a case (and 
I say it with all respect) where they have acted 
hastily, and where the Senate should give to 
the House an opportunity to revise their action. 
At the last session of Congress the House sent 
us a bill with the number fixed at two hundred 
and seventy-five. They think this a wrong 
number to-day, and it is possible they may 
think two hundred and eighty-three a wrong 
number to-morrow. 

Now, look for a moment at the States with 
fractions not represented : 


I eiactisenpensiiess . 64,537 
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Here are fourteen States, with a population 
o£ 562,602, unrepresented, or if represented at 
‘1. then represented by States which already 
* ve an excess of representation beyond what 
ypeir numbers really entitle them to. 
“If the seven States first named on the list, 


with fractions not represented, were to have | 
- val favor with the seventeen States to which | 
resentatives have been accorded upon frac- | 


Rep 


tons, they would have in the aggregate about | 
‘ue more Representatives than the House bill 


allows to them, and each one of these States 


will be seen has an unrepresented fraction | 


weer than the whole population of at least 
te of the States of the Union. The fraction 
now to . 
ave entitled her some years ago to two addi- 
tional Representatives. ah 
This conspicuous revolution, this injustice, 
must be submitted to if it shall be found to be 
yuavoidable ; but it appears to me that it 
should be remedied by proper consideration 


upon the part of the Senate, and an appeal to | 


the “‘sober second thought’’ of the House to 


consider whether some substitute more satisfac- | 
lo show how crush- | 
‘nely the bill operates upon the smaller States | 


tory cannot be devised. 
having large fractions, let me contrast its 
efects upon them as compared with the larger 
States. lor instance, take Vermont; this State 
is allowed but two Representatives, which 
makes her ratio of representation 165,275, 
while that for the larger States is nominally 
134,675 and practically considerably less, as 
many of them secure representation upon frac- 
tions. If Massachusetts were subjected to the 
rigid rule applied to Vermont with 165,275 
for its ratio, that State would have but eight 
Representatives instead of eleven, LIilinois 


would have but fifteen instead of nineteen, and | 
New York would have twenty-six only in- | 
Apply the same unbend- | 


stead of thirty-two. 
ing ratio to smaller States, for instance, to 
Arkansas, and the injustice to Indiana, Ala- 


bamea, Vermont, Louisiana, and other States | 


which have been left out in the cold by the 
House bill, becomes even more conspicuous, 


as Arkansas instead of four would be reduced | 


to two Representatives—a falling off of one 
half. 
But try the ratio enforced upon Vermont— 


and what I say of the State I in part represent | 


is more or less applicable to other States—try 
that ratio upon the entire Union, and instead 
of two hundred and eighty-three Kepresent- 


atives you would only have two hundred and | 


thirty! Here are fifty-three Representatives 
for which Vermont has no equivalent what- 
ever. I think that is a great injustice, and so 
flagrant that no just legislator can be unwill- 
ing to have it rectified. If it cannot be recti- 
fied in some other and more acceptable man- 


ner, it surely can be by taking a step or two | 


further in giving additional representation to 
seven or eight States more having fractions next 
in rank. 


be unrepresented in Vermont would |) 


Nor would this increase but rather | 





diminish the whole number of States having || 


fractions represented, as the augmentation ot 


the ratio so much as to entitle at least an equal 
number of States to all the representation they 
would have without fractions. 


sideration of the fixed opinion that it is sound 
policy to add forty or fifty to the numbers of 


its body, then I think the Senate may yield, as || 


far as possible, the determination of that ques- 
tion to them ; but should we concede the gen- 
eral question of enlargement, then we may 
most properly revise their action and correct 
any plain and palpable inequalities by slightly 
increasing their divisor or diminishing it, 
whichever will best accomplish the object. 
The Senate in 1812 rejected the bill sent to 
them by the House, on the ground that it was 
unegual in its operation, giving an undue ad- 
vantage to the larger States, and they returned 
the bill so amended by reducing the ratio from 
thirty-seven thousand to thirty-five thousand, 


| ° . 
| the public good does not require. 
the number of Representatives would diminish || 
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thereby increasing the number of Representa- | 


tives from one hundred and seventy to one 
hundred and eighty-six. 

‘There may be some, more than content with 
the allotment of the House bill, who seek to 
‘* fire the heart’’ of the membes of the House 
to make them stand by their bill, right or 
wrong, on the point of honor, so called, that 
the House alone should decide upon questions 
of apportionment, as though that body was to 
be alone affected thereby, and as though the 
Senate might be too unmindful of their honor. 
The Honse will doubtless appreciate this esti- 
mate of their character. ‘hey understand 
that this is a question which penetrates every 
part of our country, fixing the number of pres 
idential electors as well as of Representatives, 
and that it is notakin to a revenue measure, 
which the House alone can originate, much 
less to those petty questions over which each 
House claims the exclusive control by pre- 
scription, like, for instance, the number of its 
officers or the amount of its contingent fund. 
The heart of the House cannot be touched off 
by this sort of fire. The united wisdom of 
both Houses will forever be needed in the 
disposal of this question. 

To show how unequally the House prop- 


osition operates, and how prejudicially against | 


the smalier States and in favor of the iarger 


States, contrast the representation of three || 


States, Louisiana, New Hampshire, and Ver- 
mont, with Kentucky.* ‘The former have a 
population of 54,755 more than the latter, and 
are to have only nine Representatives, while 
Kentucky is to have ten! Again, contrast 
four States, Florida, Louisiana, 
and New Hampshire, with Massachusetts,* 
and while they have 106,163 more popula- 
tion, they are to have only ten Represent- 
atives, while Massachusetts is to have eleven! 

I do not make these criticisms in any spirit 
of contention, but I have ventured to suggest 
them as deserving the considerate attention of 
the Senate. Nordo I wish to delay the passage 


|| of a proper apportionment bill one moment 
| longer than may be necessary to give it reason- 


able perfection, as I fully recognize the con- 
venience of an carly statute on the subject. 

It is with some natural grief that I look upon 
a proposal to cut off one third of the represent- 
ation towhich Vermoutisnow entitled. With 
@ population larger than ever before, our Rep- 
resentatives gradually recede from view, and 


six dwindles to five, then to four, then to three, | 


and now to two. With a smaller House we 


had six Representatives, and now with a much | 
| larger House we are to have but two. 
| if a relative proportion had been preserved 
| according to ‘*respective numbers,’’ 
plaint would have been made, for no real injus- || 
Now, it | 


But, 
no com- 


tice would have been perpetrated. 
appears to me that the patriotism of the State 


from which | come is invoked to tolerate a || 


measure which expands when applied to us 
and contracts when applied to others, and 
we are called upon to make a sacrifice which 


of any particular State, forif I prove, as [ think 


| I have proved, that injustice and wrong has 
Should the in afi fal con- || 
hould the House remain after carefal con 


been done to Vermont or to any other State, 
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Vermont, | 


Bat I do | 
|| not appear here with any purpose to truck | 
| and bargain for the promotion of the interests 
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| all Senators, without Zistinetion of party or 
| locality, will hasten to make reparation, even 


|| though it should concern but a single State. 


| Bat in this instance the injustice touches 
more than one State. ‘There are not less 
| than fifteen which have a right to complain. 
| Of these, two only are New England States, 
| and the others are western and southern States. 
| The fractions of all these comparatively small 

States are accumulated to the advantage 
| mainly of the larger States. It is nota sec- 
| tional question, but one of sheer justice and 
| equality. Will you take from those who have 
|| little and give to those who have much? To- 
| day the question may touch some parts of the 
| Union lightly which hereafter, by the applica- 
| tion of the rule for which this bill will be the 
| precedent, will be more oppressively affected. 
| [he new or western States have a deeper in 
|| terest in the proper adjustment of this bill 

than any or all others. Their population for 

years to come willundergo the greatest changes, 
|| and hereafter the largest number of fractions 
|| to be properly disposed of will be found to 
|| crop out in the West. I have no jealousy of 
the growth or power of that healthy portion of 
|| Our country, but I am proud of its colossal 
|| dimensions. It has no interests antagonistic 
| to those of Vermont, and its prosperity is 
|| interlocked with the life-blood of more than 
one half of our people. There is not one of 
|| the States whose reputation I would diminish. 
|| When some light-headed politician attempts 
| towin the favorof his constituents by sneering 
at New England as State copartners of infe- 
|| rior stamp, I know he has not pondered upon 
the origin of our Government, and will have 
|| but a brief career, as his own people will soon 
|| be ashamed to acknowledge as their represent: 
ative one who traduces the land where so 
|| many of them had their birth, and from which 
| they do not wish to stop any exodus that will 
| further augment their growth. If some man 
from whom better things might have been 
| expected takes up the stale cry of former 
| rebels, F know that dyspepsia has found a 
|| lodgment in his bosom, and that his ambition 
|| 18 showing signs of reckless decrepitude. 
| These are pustules on the face of the body- 
| politic, which will soon vanish without leaving 
| a pock-mark behind. , 
| Strike down New England, if that were pos- 
| sible, and the West, moved by the throbbings 
of its great heart as well as by its widest ma- 
terial interests, would spring forth to restore 
| it as swiftly as the gods were wont to leap from 
the skies to rescue the fallen heroes in the 
|| Trojan wars. New England pays for all she 
|| consumes, and there is no other so great and 
|| 80 Constant a consumer of western products 
as New England. She gives liberally, and 
she gives of her first born—the most precious 
|| gifts of all. 

After men are elected to the House of Rep- 
resentatives they become an integral part of 
'| the representatives of the nation, and are not 
merely the agents and attorneys of the States, 
although their local knowledge of the interests 
and wants of their constituents, to whom they 
|| are bound by the strongest ties of affection, 
| will make them always stand as vigilant sen- 
| tinels when danger threatens their own dis- 
|| tricts. But the sentiment of justice which grows 

strong in the heart of any legislator will 
| soon accord to others all he demands for him- 
| self. I invoke that justice to-day. 

May I not, therefore, confidently expect, 
while some inequalities must exist in any 

! apportionment bill, that by some further effort 
|| these will be finally reduced to the minimum 
| point which will leave but the smallest account 
|| to be ultimately balanced by the fractions now 
|| thrown in favor of some States hereafter 
thrown in favor of other and different States? 

|| Every year large numbers of our people change 
their citizenship from one State to some other. 

All these are parties interested in having jus- 

tice meted out to all. 


And now all that I ask is for some amend- 
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ment to the aggregate numbers to be fixed for 
the House of Kepresentatives, more or less, I 
care not which, as will give to that body the 
power to reconsider their action. Surely no 
such action, no such consideration has been 
had in either the Senate or the House this year 
or last year as to lead to the conviction that 
no further changes are possible or desirable. 
Neither body has aflirmed the same thing twice. 
Nothing will be lost to the country or to our- 
selves by treating this question with the gravity 
and with that deliberation its importance would 
seem torequire. It is of higher moment than 
an ordinary annual appropriation bill. Let the 
questions be fairly studied. Whenever it is in 
order, 1 shall offer as an amendment for the 
purpose indicated a proposition to add a me:n- 
ber to several additioual States having the next 
highest fractions, by which Alabama, I'lorida, 
Indiana, Vermont, Louisiana, New York, New 
Hampshire, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee will 
each gain a Representative, leaving allthe other 
States unchanged. That Senators may ali under- 
stand this amendment, I beg leave to refer them 
to the details in table D of the paper No. 1, 
printed by order of the Judiciary Committee. 
It will give two hundred and ninety-two mem- 
bers. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish to ask my friend 
from Vermont a question before he sits down. 
Do l understand that he proposes to give to 
Pennsylvania and Indiana a member addi- 
tional to the number contained in the House 
bill? Is that his proposition ? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
isa part of the proposition. 

Mr. THURMAN. Has the Senator observed 
the fact that both those States and several of 
the others that he named get a member in the 
House bill upon a fraction, and that he is 
therefore giving them two members for their 
fraction ? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. If the Sena- 
tor will notice the manner in which the num- 
ber is reached, he will find that it wipes out 


Yes, sir, that 


all the original fractions and makes new frac- | 


tions. By increasing the number 283 to 290, 


and using the same computation used by the 


Judiciary Committee, it wipes out more frac- | 


tions than it adds to the number. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, 


rHONY in the chair. ) 


(Mr. Awn- 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The effect of this first 


amendment of the committee is to change the 


number of the House of Representatives from | 
two hundred and eighty-three to two hundred | 
the effect of the 


and forty-three. That is 
amendment; and the question I understand 
to be on that amendment. ‘The whole effect 
of it is to decide whether the House shall have 


two hundred and eighty-three or two hundred | 


and forty-three members. I think we had 
better have the yeas and nays on it, because 
it is an important question. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
amendment be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the first amendment 
of the Committee on the Judiciary, which was 
to strike out the first section of the House bill, 
in the following words: 

That from and after the 3d day of March, 1873, the 


House of Kepreseutatives shall be composed of two 
hundred and eighty-ithree members, to be appor- 


tioned among the several States in accordance with | 


the provisions of this act, that is to say: to the State 
of Maine, five; to the State of New Hampshire, two; 
to the State of Vermont, two; to the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, eleven; to the State of Rhode Island, 
two; to the State of Connecticut, four; to the State 
of New York, thirty-two; to the State of New Jer- 
sey, seven; to the State of Pennsylvania, twenty- 
six; to the State of Delaware, one; to the State of 
Maryland, six; to the State of Virginia, nine: to the 
State of North Carolina, eight; to the State of South 
Carolina, five; to the State of Georgia, nine; to the 
Stateof Alabama, seven ; to the State of Mississippi 

six; to the State of Louisiana, five; to the State of 
Ohio, twenty; to the State of Kentucky, ten; to the 
State of Tennessee, nine; to the State of Indiana, 
twelve; to the State of Tiinois, nineteen; to the 
State of Missouri, thirteen; to the State of Arkan- 
sas, four; to the State of Michigan, nine; to the 


i} ** when,’ 


|| The Curer CLerx. 


‘The question is on the |! 
amendment of the Committee on the Judiciary. || 


Let the | 
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State of Florida, one: to the State of Texas, six; to || 


the State of Iowa, nine; to the State of Wisconsin, 
eight; to the State of California, four; to the State 
of Minnesota, three; to the State of Oregon, one; 


to the State of Kansas, three; to the State of West || 


Virginia, three; to the State of Nevada, one; to the 
State of Nebraska, one: Provided, That if, after 
such apportionment shall have been made, any new 
State shall be admitted into the Union, the Repre- 
sentative or Representatives of such new State shall 
be additional to the number of two hundred and 
eighty-three herein limited, 


And to insert in lieu thereof: 


That from and after the 3d day of March, 1873, | 


| the House of Representatives shall be composed of 
two hundred and forty-three members, to be appor- 


tioned among the several States in accordance with | 


the provisions of this act, that is to say: to the State 
of Maine, four; to the State of New Hampshire, 
two; to the State of Vermont, two; to the State of 
Massachusetts, nine; to the State of Rhode Island, 
one: to the State of Connecticut, three; to the State 
of New York, twenty-eight; to the State of New 
Jersey, six; to the State of Pennsylvania, twenty- 
two; to the State of Delaware, one; to the State of 
Maryland, five; tothe State of Virginia, eight; to 
the State of North Carolina, seven; to the State of 


South Carolina, four; to the State of Georgia, eight; | 
to the State of Alabama, six; to the State of Missis- | 


sippi, five; to the State of Louisiana, five: to the 


State of Ohio, seventeen; to the State of Kentucky, | 
eight; to the State of Tennessee, eight; to the State | 
of Indiana, eleven; to the State of Illinois, sixteen; | 


to the State of Missouri, eleven; to the State of 
Arkansas, three; to the State of Michigan, seven; 
to the State of Florida, one; to the State of Texas, 
five; to the State of Iowa, eight; to the State of 
Wisconsin, seven: to the State of California, four; 
to the State of Minnesota, three; to the State of 
Oregon, one; to the State of Kansas, two; to the 


State of West Virginia, three; to the State of Ne- | 


vada, one; to the State of Nebraska, one: Provided, 
That if, after such apportionment shall have been 
made, any new State shall be admitted into the 
Union, the Representative or Representatives of 


such new State shall be additional to the number | 


| of two hundred and forty-three herein limited. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move to 
amend the amendment of the committee by 
striking out all from line seventeen, after the 
word ** gay,’’ down to and including the word 
’ in line twenty eight, on the second 
| page, and inserting in lieu thereof what I send 

to the Chair. It is the amendment which I 

indicated, and which leaves every State its 
| representation as now, and adds to the num- 

ber proposed by the House nine members. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 


| from Vermont proposes to amend the original 
text of the section. 

It is proposed to amend 

| the words moved to be stricken out so that, 

if amended as proposed, they will read, after 

the word ‘‘say,’’ in the seventeenth line on 


' the first page, ‘‘To the State of Maine, five; || 
' to the State of New Hampshire, three ; to the | 


State of Vermont, three.”’ 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
mont will accomplish his whole object (and 
we can correct the details afterward, if his 
| motion carries) by moving to strike out ‘‘ two 
hundred and eighty-three’’ and inserting ‘‘ two 
hundred and ninety.’’ That is the effect of 
his amendment, because if he adds to the 
separate States, he proposes to add enough to 
increase the two hundred and eighty-three to 
two hundred and ninety. 
stood at once by the Senate. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. That depends 
| on the process used in the computation. I 
prefer the amendment as I have made it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading 
will proceed. 

The Chief Clerk read the words proposed to 
be inserted, as follows: 


To the State of Maine, five; to the State of New 
Hampshire, three; to the State of Vermont, three; 
to the State of Massachusetts, eleven; to the State 
of Rhode Island, two; to the State of Connecticut, 
four; to the State of New York, thirty-three; to the 
State of New Jerscy, seven; to the State of Penn- 
sylvania, twenty-seven; to the State of Delaware, 
one; to the State of Maryland, six; to the State of 
Virginia, uine; to the State of North Carolina, eight ; 
to the State of South Carolina, five; to the State of 
Georgia, nine; to the State of Alabama, eight; to 
the State of Mississippi, six; to the State of Louis- 
iana, six; to the State of Ohio, twenty; to the State 
of Kentucky, ten; to the State of Tennessee, ten ; to 
the State of Indiana, thirteen; to the State of Illi- 
nois, nineteen; to the State of Missouri, thirteen; 
to the State of Arkansas, four; to the State of Mich- 
igan, nine; to the State of Florida, two ; to the State 
of Texas, six; to the State of Lowa, nine; to the State 


—————_— 


The Senator from Ver- | 


That will be under- || e : . 
| Senate, there isan end to the question. It 
| that is not the opinion of the Senate, then we 
| stand upon the House bill, and then the Sen- 
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of Wisconsin, eight; tothe State of Californi 


xe i ia, four. 
to the State of Minnesota, three; to the Staten 
Oregon, one; to the State of Kansas, three: t, 3. 


State of West Virginia, three; to the Bints at 


Nevada, one; to the State of Nebraska, one. 

, Mr. THURMAN. I hope the Senator from 
Vermont will not persist in that motion in tho, 
form. Who in this Senate has made the eal. 
culation so as to show what each State j, 
entitled to upon the number of Representatiyes 
that he advocates, two hundred and ninety-two, 
if I understand the Senator aright—not ty, 
hundred and ninety, but two hundred ano 
ninety-two? Am I not right? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. If the Sep. 
ator had examined the report made by his ow, 
committee, he would have seen precisely tha 
effect of it on page 17 of the paper printed wii) 
the report. It is made on the basis of star. 
ing with two hundred and ninety and dedye: 
ing four members for the States that are entit}eq 
to representation under the Constitution, ro. 
gardless of numbers. Then there are fractions 
allowed, so as ultimately to bring the number 
up to two hundred and ninety-two; and op 
that basis it will add a member to each of the 
States I have already indicated. 

Mr. THURMAN. ‘The Senator has not 
taken the scope of my objection. I under. 
stand very well that he has made the calcula. 
tion, and he, no doubt, considers it entirely 
accurate ; but other Senators have not made 
it. It is not made in the tabular statement 


and 


| returned by the committee; that is a calcu. 
| lation on the hypothesis that the number shall 


be two hundred and forty-three, and that cal- 
culation I knowto becorrect; but I have made 


| no calculation on the hypothesis that the House 


shall consist of two hundred and ninety-two 
members, and I do not know until I make that 
calculation what each State would be entitled 
to under it. It is no easy matter to make; it 
takes time and great patience to make itand to 
verify it, as those who were engaged in making 
the calculations reported to the Senate very 
well know from their own experience. 

Now, what I suggest to the Senator is this: 
if he wishes the House to be two hundred and 


| ninety-two, let him adopt the suggestion made 


by the Senator from Illinois, and move to 


| strike out ‘‘two hundred and forty-three’’ in 


the amendment of the committee, and insert 
“two hundred and ninety-two.’’ If that 
amendment shall be adopted, then it is a matter 
of detail that will send the bill back to the 
committee to make the calculations, or not, 
just as the Senate sees fit. But at least we 
shall know then, we need not vote upon it with- 
out knowing that the calculations of the 
Senate are correct or not. Let us have a test 
question. In fact, I think, with all deference to 


| my friend, that the best thing we can do is to 
'| vote directly upon the question made by the 
| report of the committee. 


Let us see whether 
the Senate is disposed to keep the number of 
the House at the present number, two hundred 
and forty-three. If that is the opinion of the 


ator can move to change that number to two 
hundred and ninety-two. I think we had 
better have a test vote upon whether we will 
keep the number of Representatives at the 

resent number, two hundred and forty-three. 

ut if the Senator from Vermont is not willing 
to take that course and let us have a test vote, 
which wecan have on the amendment reported 
by the Judiciary Committee, then let him 
move to amend the amendment of the Judi- 
ciary Committee, by striking out ‘two hundred 
and forty-three,’ and inserting ‘‘two hundred 
and ninety-two.’’ If that carries, then we can 
go to work and make our calculations, to see 
whether his details are correct. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 


I will merely 


| say that I desire the question to be taken 


between the number proposed by me and the 
number proposed by the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
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Mr. POMEROY. 1 am at aloss to under- 
Senator. isupposed that this appor- 
»onment must be made upon some rule. 

“Mr, MORRILL, of Vermont. It is. 

\‘r, TRUMBULL. It is no rule reported 
»y anybody. We do not know what it is. 
“Mr, POM BROY. IL have not calculated 
it. Ido not know whether these numbers are 
-eached correctly to each of the States or not. 
The Senator says It 18 80, and I suppose it 85 
hut would rather have a definite number fixed, 
and let every State have its proportion on a 
vale that should apply equally to all. The 
Senator has argued at considerable length this 
morning against & large House of Kepresent- 
atives, and yet he proposes to add nine to the 
number of members fixed by the biil of the 
House. Ido not understand it. In the light 
of his argument, he should either leave the | 
number as it now is or fix the number that 
they shall be entitled to by a strict rule appli- 
cable to all the States alike. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I am ready 
toexplain this at full length and in detail; but 
as it has been before every Senator, I supposed | 
all had read the same document | had read. 
(here they will see that it is carefully figured 
out, with every fraction, on paper. I have 
figured it independently of this paper before I 





ctand the 


saw it, and I think there is no mistake as to | 


itsaccuracy. In relation to my consistency, 
| wili say that while [ consider a large increase 
of the House of Representatives an evil, | 


consider an injustice inflicted on any State a | 
a 


oreater evil. L consider disobedience to 
plain provision of the Constitution so flagrant 


that I cannot vote for the bill any way, unless | 


it be altered seriously. 

Mr. POMEROY. No Senator desires to 
inflict any injustice on any State, I think, 
especially upon New England. ‘The Senator 
has spoken at considerabie length, with a 











view of exciting sympathy for New England. 


I do not believe there is a person in the Senate | 


that would detract an iota of any credit or | 


merit that may be due to New England. 


But | 


if she is losing year by year her population we | 


cannot make it up by law. 
late men into Vermont. 


We cannot legis- | 
We cannot help it. | 


Her loss of population is owing to one of those | 
inevitable laws that cannot be controlled by | 


legislation, nor by these mathematical caleu- 
lations, in my opinion. I want to give New 
Kngland and every State everything she is 
entitled to, and nothing more. 

Mr. BDMUNDS. ‘That is just what she 
asks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator trom 
Vermont, on which the yeas and nays have 
been ordered. Those voting for the larger 
number will vote ‘*yea;’’ those voting for the 
smaller number will vote ‘* nay.’’ 


Mr. SHERMAN. What ia the proposition ? | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 





nent of the Senator from Vermont, toincrease | 
the number of Representatives to two hundred | 


and ninety-two, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Chair will allow 


ine, | tried to get the Senator from Vermont to | 


make that motion; but instead of making a 
motion to increase the number to two hundred 
and ninety-two, I understand he simply makes 
4 motion to increase New Hampshire from two 
to three, to increase Vermont from two to 
three, and to increase certain States, but he 


does not name the aggregate, so as to get a 
direct vote, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
merely meant to state the effect of the vote 
generally that Senators might understand it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will move 
then to insert in line five ‘‘two hundred and 


ninety-two’? in place of ‘‘two hundred and 
torty-three.’? 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That we understand. 





The Senator now moves to strike ‘*two hun- | 


dred and forty-three’’ out of the Senate amend: 


42p Cone. 2p Szss.— No, 43, 


| this subject with the Senator from New Hamp 


ment and insert ‘‘two hundred and ninety- 
two.”’ 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I withdraw | 
the firat proposition tor the present, and move 
this last. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the 
question is on the amendment to the amend- 
ment, to strike out ‘‘two hundred and forty- 
three’’ and insert ‘‘two hundred and ninety- 
two,’’ on which the yeas and nays have been 
ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. FENTON (atter having voted in the 
negative) said: 1 was paired for Saturday on | 





shire, [Mr. Cragin,} and as his colleague 
thinks the pair may extend over until to-day, 
I desire to withdraw my vote. 

the PRESIDING OFLICER. ‘The Sena- | 
tor will be allowed to withdraw his vote. 

Che result was aunounced—yeas 17, nays 
31; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Boreman, Carpenter, 
Edmunds, Goldthwaite, Hamlin,. Harlan, Lewis, 
Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Nye, Pat- 
terson, Ramsey, Sherman, Sprague, Sumner, and 


Wilson—li. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Bayeud. Blair midyell. 
Cameron, Casserly, Clayton, Co e, Conkling, Davis 
of Kentucky, Davis of West Virginia, Ferry of | 
Michigan, Hamilton of Maryland, Hill, Hitchcock, 
Johnston, Kelly, Norwood, Pomeroy, Pool, Robert- 
son, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Scott, Stevenson, Stock- 
ton, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, Windom, and 
Wright—31. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Brownlow, Bucking- 
ham, Chandler, Cooper, Corbett, Cragin, Fenton, 
Ferry of Connecticut, Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, 
Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Howe, Kellogg, Lo- | 
gan, Morton, Osborn, Pratt, Rice, Schurz, Spencer, 
Stewart, Vickers, and West—25, 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now recurs on the amendment of the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That presents the dis- 
tinct question between the Senate amendment 
and the House bill, the Senate amendment 
fixing the number at two hundred and forty- 
three, while the House bill has it at two hun 
dredand eighty-three. If we adopt this amend- | 
ment it will fix the number of the House ot 
Representatives as it’ now is, at two hundred 
and forty-three. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 1 wish to ask the indul- 
gence of the Senate in saying a word on this 
amendment of the committee. Ido not sup 
pose it will perhaps be any advantage that I 
should say it except to myself in the fact that | 
I do say it and call the attention of the Sen- | 
ate to just what the truth is about this matter 
once more. It looks a little as if the univer- 
sal thirst for gain has got inside of this Cham- | 
ber, and that gentlemen are inclined to vote 
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because they see it with the eyes of what may | 
be advantageous to their particular States, 
irrespective of what the Constitution may 
require and what the mathematics will show, 

‘Ihe Constitution declares that we shall have 
equal representation according to numbers; 
and yet as this House bill stands there are | 
eighteen States, to wit, Arkansas, Connecti- 
cut, Georgia, Illinois, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, | 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Khode Island, and Wisconsin, 
to whom by the House bill are given eighteen 
Representatives above an equal division which 
only, as I think, the Constitution permits. It 
gives eighteen Representatives above an even 
division, on remainders amounting in the 
aggregate to 1,731,727; whereas it leaves out 
the other nineteen States,who have together a | 
remainder over of almost half a million, to 
wit, 473,045, not represented at all. 

The consequence, therefore, of making this | 
allowance for remainders, instead of obeying 
what I consider the Constitution plainly to 
be, is that these eighteen States take eighteen 


Representatives as you will see on less than | 
| 
' 


100,000 people to each Representative; you 
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have 1,700,000 of population and you get 
eighteen Representatives upon them, leaving 
nearly half a million in the other nineteen 
States unrepresented; whereas for these eigh- 


| teen Representatives they would have required 


on the even division that the other States are 
obliged to submit to, besides losing their re- 
mainders, 2,446,142 inhabitants, thus giving 
a representation on 714,416 of an absolutely 
fictitious population, or more than five Kep- 
resentatives for no population at all, to the 
exclusion of nineteen States entitled on the 
same principle to more than three Represent- 
atives on a real population. 

The answer made to thisis, ‘* We cannot help 
it.’’ So can every One say that does an injus- 
tice and violates the Constitution, ‘‘ We cannot 
help it.’’ The Constitution says that the 
apportionment shall be according to numbers, 
and down to 1840 Congress never passed a 
bill which authorized any State to take any- 
thing beyond the number that an even division 
would give her. On the contrary, in 1792, 
when the first apportionment bill was passed, 
it was passed upon the theory of representing 
fractions, and President Washington vetoed 
the bill for that very cause. I have his mes- 
sage here. It will take only a moment to read 
it, and as it is very short, as | trust my little 
speech will be, | will read it: 

APRIL 5, 1792. 


| Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 


I have maturely considered the act passed by the 
two Houses, entitled “An act for an apportion- 
ment of Representatives among the several States 
according to the first enumeration,” and I return it 
to your House, wherein it originated, with the fol- 
lowing objections: first, the Constitution has pre- 
scribed that Representatives shall be apportioned 
among theseveral States according to their respective 
numbers; and there is no one proportion or division 
which, applied to the respective numbers of the 


| States,.will yield the number ahd allotment of Rep- 


resentatives proposed by the bill. Seeond, the 
Constitution has also provided that the number of 
Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty 
thousand, which restriction is, by the context, and 
by fair and obvious construction, to be applied to 
the separate and respective numbers of the States, 
and this bill has allotted to eight of the States more 
than one for every thirty thousand, ‘ 
GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

[t appears from the contemporaneous de- 
bates in both Houses, which seem to be very 
well reported in the Annals of Congress, that 
the whole question turned in the Cabinet of 
General Washington, and also in the two 
Houses of Congress afier the message was 
received, upon the real question stated by the 
President in his first objection, and that was 
that in order to obey the Constitution the best 
and only thing that could be done was to make 
an even division, having agreed upon what 
number of Representatives the House should 
contain, paying no attention to remainders at 


| all, and then the consequence would be, aside 


from obeying the Constitution, that each 
State having a somewhat greater or less frac- 
tion over, would, in a general sense, average 
the matter of this supposed remainder or in: 
equality in such a way as to produce the near- 
est result to perfect justice. Accordingly that 
bill was dropped, and a new bill was passed, 
which the President did approve, providing 
that the number of the House of Representa- 
tives should be so many as should be upon the 
ratio of one for every thirty-three thousand 
inhabitants, I believe. 

‘That was followed until 1882, when a strong 
effort was again made to have a representa- 
tion upon fractions in the same form that it is 
proposed to represent them by this House bill. 
That, after great debate, passed the Senate in 
the form of an amendment to the House bill, 
which still adhered to the constitutional inter- 
pretation of the first veto message that ever 
arose under the present Constitution. It passed 
the Senate as an amendment to the House 
bill, but the House disagreed to the amend- 
ment, and the Senate again receded ; 60 that 
down to 1840 Representatives were always 
apportioned under the Constitution upon even 
divisions, leaving to the accidents of popula- 
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tion whatever remainders there might be to || sentation, and that can only be attained, as it 


fall upon one State or another, 


Of course | admit that that does not in a 


mathbemate al sense produce perfect eq tality, 
because the State which has the 
mainder over has proportionately less repre- 

but it will be found, ap plie »d to the 
that a large number of 
eighteen States that are now to be represented 


preatest re- 


sentation ; 
prese nt census, these 


upon fractions have the largest population ; 
States, and therefore the 
diminution under the Constitu- 
a ‘cording to their respective numbers, 
from this larger remainder, 
because the re pre- 
sentation of two and a half million peop! ein 
Ohio by seventeen 
when by a perfect mathematical divis 
would be entitled to have a Repre- 
der of two hundred thou 
sand over. or one hundred thousand, or what 
ever it might be, much smaller than 
on the same number of population or a smaller 
portion of population left over in a State whose 
total Pe: much less. In other 
words, each State being represented accord 
ing to its population, man, at the 
a division, 


they are the largest 
proportionate 
lion, 
loss on having a 
amounts to nothing at all, 


Kepresentatives, if you 
please, 
ion she 
sentative on a rematl! 


would he 


was 


man tor 


nearest possible approach to thus 


gets her equality. although the larger re- 
mainders are found in the larger States. Sut 
that by this House bill seems to be entirely 
iwnored, as | p nted out on Friday. It 


appears, for an il again, that the 
State of Ohio, with eight times the population 
of Vermont, ha 
and you could therefore take 


ustraluion 


s ten times ber representat 10n, 
two from theS State 
of Ohio and strike out from this bill altogether 
three of her Representatives, making her seven- 
teen, audshe would then havea representation 
onasmaller ratio of division than several of the 
other States have by the bill. 
that does not comply 
It is true that the 
the committee 


It isobvious that 
with the Constitution. 
amendment reported by 
does not cure that evil, because 

a majority of the committee, 
the whole committee—did not 
propriety of making 
no provision tor this direct representation ot 
believe | 
undertook to show ou Fri tay, that if you adopt 
this amendment the result in respect to the 
evenness of these re mainders, and in respect 
to the general justice of the result, with one 
single exceplion, comes much nearer to the 
truth and to the eonstitutional basis than the 
bill of the House But the true thing 
that this body ought to do, and thatthe House 
ought to do, is to reject fractions altogether ; 
to pay attention to remainders, but to obey the 
in Which 1t was inter 
preted for the first fifty years of the Govern- 
ment, When the question was drawn into con- 
sideration ai every census, when it was 
Houses of 
President, and every De partment of the Gov 
ernment in one direction 
complain ; looking 
over a considerable period of time can ever 
be done, 


the committee 
and therefore 
feel quite advised of the 


fractions; but it so happens, as | 


qadoes, 


Constitution in the selise 


acted 


upon by both 


then no State ean 
then no serious injustice 


But it you are temporarily to give 
to States which have large 
than they are entitled to, 


and deny to States 
with i 


smMail remainders any representation at 
all, you just double the 
‘| h 8 1s 


future 


njushce, 
& matter of great importance for the 
lastoday. To usin Vermont it 
is avery small mutter, and indeed as the coun- 
try is now constiiuted it makes no practical 
difference. We sufficient reliance upon 
the justice and the honor of the iLepresentauves 
of the people of the Lo suppose 
that if we were not represented at all, if our 
Representatives should die to morrow, no in 
justice would be done to the section of coun- 
try they would otherwist represent, That is 
not the point at all; but itis the point in this 
great aud growing country that we should ex- 


as we 


have 


United States 


Congr: ss, by the | 


remainders more | 


appears to me, by adhering to the construc- 
tion that was put upon the Constitution in the 
first fiftv years of the Government, and reject- 
ing remainders altogether. I should hope, if 
this amendment of the committee should be 
adopted or should not, some step might be 
taken which would enable the Senate to ex press 
its Opinion in some definite form upon the 
question which I have now stated. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the first amendment reported by 
the committee. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
question between the Senate ratio and the 
House directly ? 


lhe PRESIDING OFFICER. 


Itdoes. The 


effect of this amendment is to reduce the House | 


from the number fixed by the House bill to 
two hundred and forty-three. 

Mr. SHERMAN. A vote ‘*yea’’ will fix 
the number at ‘‘ two hundred and forty-three ;"’ 
a vote ‘*nay’’ will leave it as the House has 


| left it. 


desire to 


| ever hav p 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That is it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Those in 


favor of the smaller number will vote ‘‘ yea;”’ 


those in favor of the larger number will vote | 


* nay. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I[ask for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SUMNER. Before the vote is taken | 
make one remark. I was struck 
with the suggestion of the Senator from Ohio 
{Mr. SHERMAN] the other day with regard to 
the proposition as it comes from the House. 
He reminded us that it was a House proposition 
and that it was natural that the House should 
be allowed to regulate itself. 
much in that worthy of consideration. I doubt 
if the Senate would receive any proposition 
from the House especially applicable to us 
with much favor. I think we should be dis- 
posed to repel it. I think that we should say 
that our experience should enable us to judge 
that question better than the experience of the 
House. Aud now I ask whether the experience 
of the House does not enabletiem to judge of 
the question of numbers beiier thau we can 


judge of it? Il contessthat on general grounds | 


i should prefer a smailer House; personally | 
incline that way, but I am not wiliing on that 
point to set myself against the House. 

Phen, sir, | cannot be insensible to the ex- 
ample ot other countries. i do not know 
whether Senators have troubled themselves 
on that head; but if they have not, I think it 
will not be uuinteresting to them to have their 
attention called to the numbers of the great 
legislative bodies of the worid at this moment. 
Beginning with England, there is the upper 
House, the Chamber of Peers, composed of 
four hundred and sixty-six members; then the 
lower House, the House of Commons, with six 
hundred and fifty-eight members. We know 
that, practically, these members attend only 
in comparatively small numbers; that it is 
only on great questions that either House is 
full. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 


Mr.SUMNER. Ithas hadseveral hundred. 


There are four hundred and sixty-six entitled | 
| to seats in the House of Lords. 


Pass over to France. The National Assem- 
bly sitting at Versailles at this moment, elected 
February 8, 1871, and July 2, 1871, consists of 
seven hundred and thirty-eight members. 

Pass on to Prussia. The upper Chamber of 
the Parliament of Prussia has two hundred 
and sixty seven members; the lower Chamber 
has four hundred and sixty-two. Now, we all 
know that Prussia is a country where no rule 


|| of administration or of constitution is adopted 
press aud carry out some fidelity to the consti- || lightly, and every thing is considered, if | may 
tutional requirements as to equality of repre- || so express myself, in the light of science. 


a ee - << _—. 


Allow me to || 
inquire whether this amendment involves the 


I think there is | 


Did the House of Lords ] 


anything like that number present? | 
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Pass to Austria, under the recent Organiza, 


tion. You are aware that there are two di 
ferent Parliaments now in Austria: one ; 

. Ur 
what is called the cis-Leithan territories 


territories this side of the river Leith - 
other, trans Leithan, being those on the 
side, constituting Hungary. Beginning g wi 
those on this side of the river Leith, the y per 
House consists of one hundred and hfty one 
bers—observe it is twice as large € as Our Senate 

The lower House consists of two hundred 

three members—smaller than our Ho 

Kiepresentatives. But now pass to op Other 

side of the river and look at the Hungarian 

| Parliament. There the upper House contains 
| two hundred and sixty-six members, and {he 
lower House, or Chamber of Deputies, as }; 
valled, four handred and thirty-eight. 

Pass to italy, a country organi ized under 
| new constitution in the light ot K 4UrOpean and 
|| American experience, liberal, and with a dis 
1} position to found their institutions on the Dasis 
|| of science. The Senate of Italy contains ty 
|| hundred and seventy members, the Chamber 
of Deputies five hundred and eight. 

‘Then pass to Spain. There the Cortes cop. 
tains four hundred members. 

So that you will find in all these countries, 
Great Britain, I’rance, Prussia, Hungary, and 
Spain, that the number adopted for the lower 
|| House is much larger than any now proposed 
for our House of Representatives. 

I call attention to this fact because it illustrates 
the question by the example of other nations, 
At any rate it shows that other nations are 
not deterred by anything in political experiene 
from having a House with these large numbers: 
and this perhaps is of more value pecsase 
writers in Hurope, political philosophers { 
successive generations, have warned agains 
large bodies. We have the famous saying of 
the Cardinal De Retz that any body of men 
|| above «a hundred is a mob, and that saying, 
| coming from so cou a statesman and wit, 
has passed into a proverb, doubtless affecting 
| the judgment of many minds ; and yet in thi 
face of this testimony, we find that the actual 
practical example of Kurope is the other way, 
| fhe popular branch in ali these considerabie 
countries is much more numerous than it is 
now proposed to make our House of Repre 
sentatives. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I desire t 
ask the distinguished Senator from Massachu- 
setts whether he, with his record, can vote to 
ignore the fourteenth amendment, as the House 
|| bill obviously does? 
| Mr. SUMNER. 
head. . 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I desire to 

have the Senator say something upon it. 
| Mr. SOMNER. The question now before 
the Senate, and on which we are to vote, is 
between the smaller number and the larger, 
, and what I have said, the Senator is aware, 
was addressed specially to that point. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. And that 
question decides the other. 

Mr. SUMNER. Does it decide the other? 
| Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Yes, sir. 
| Mr. SUMNER. How does it decide the 
other question? If the Senator will put bis 
proposition on the other question in the form 
of a motion I certainly shall consider it most 
carefully before | vote against it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think the Senator who 
reported this bill told us that it made no dif 
ference whether those excluded by the four: 
|| teenth amendment were counted or not; or 
perhaps it was my colleague who stated it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will say to the Sen- 
|| ator from Ohio that it makes no difference at 
|| all on the basis of two hundred and forty-three 
| members, and | am not aware that it makes 
i] any on that of two hundred and eighty- -three. 

I have made a calculation on two hundred and 

eighty-three, the House bill, without taking 
| into consideration the fourteenth amendment 


the 


Other 


d and 


8 
| 


I have said nothing on that 











at all, bu 
into cons 
tion on 
three, al 
. and 
ould al 
"tr. 8 
any excl 
Rhode | 
Yassach 
Ce 
cluded 1 
Mr. P 
who the 
Mr. 
me. 
state d i 
attract | 
Interior 
gion of 
the foul 
he does 
there W 
teenth : 
instruc’ 
as well 
their ré 
sons r¢ 
quzend: 
the St: 
Arkan 
Mr. 
and lu 
Mr. 
what, 
Kansz 
jnforn 
the Si 
and s 
re all 
Secre 
js the 
lation 
and | 
whetl 
into 
throu 
woul 
eigl it 
supp 
Mi 
of th 
seen 
of th 
tical 
shov 
ther 
whi 
of tl 
is 0 


be i 


3 stity 


tho: 
to ¢ 
tor 
of | 
wa! 
a |i 
ant 
Go 
eu 
He 
an 
it | 
we 
in 
er: 
de 
th 
Si 
m 
as 
Or 
er 
al 
th 
Sl 
a 





y 29 


—:!’ 


rganiza. 
two dif 
One fo, 
ritories. 
We the 
1@ Other 
hag Wi 1 
e ur per 
Y Mem. 
Senate. 
red and 
USE of 
C Other 
Ugarian 
ONTains 
hd the 
QS it Ig 
Inder a 
‘AN a qd 
1 & dig 
le Dasis 
DS two 
1am ber 


es Con- 


Ntries, 
ry, and 
; lower 
Uposed 


Strates 
ations, 
nS are 
rience 
nbers : 
CCAaust 
Prs for 
igalnsi 
lng of 
f inen 
aying, 
id Wit, 
ecting 
in the 
actual! 
r way, 
erable 
n it is 
vepre 


ire to 
achu- 
ote to 
douse 


n that 
ire to 


efore 
te, 18 
irger, 


Ware, 
that 


ther? 
r. 

» the 
t his 
form 
most 


who 
dif: 
four: 
; or 


Sen- 
re at 
hree 
akes 
ree. 
and 
king 
nent 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


675 





— 

a 
* eo consideration. We did make the calcula- | 
tion on the number two hundred and forty- 
three, and in that case it does not alter it at 
gli, aud I have no reason to suppose that it | 
would alter it on two hundred and eighty-three. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask whether there is 
any exclusion from the right to vote except in 
Rhode Island and one other State, perhaps 
\assachusetts ? 

“Mr. TRUMBULL. 
cluded in all the States. 

Mr. POMEROY. I should like to know 
who they are and why they are excluded. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have the table before 
me. I will state to the Senator from Ohio—I 
stated it the other day, but [ suppose | did not 
attract his attention—that the Secretary of the 
Interior says that this report as to the exclu- 
sion of persons from the right to vote under | 
the fourteenth amendment is not reliable ; that | 
he does not place much reliance upon it; that | 
there was no law passed to carry out the four- | 
teenth amendment in this respect, and he gave 
instructions to the deputy marshals io ascertain 
gs well as they could, but he does not think | 
their reports reliable. There are 43,329 per- 
sons reported as disfranchised, who are male 
citizens above twenty-one years of age, in all 
the States of the Union—in Alabama, 690 ; 
Arkansas, 198; Ohio, 2,551 

Mr. SHERMAN. Those were for idiocy 
and lunacy, I presume. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It does not state for 
what, and we have no means of knowing. In 
Kansas there are 1,223 reported. But this 
information, as stated in an official letter from 
the Secretary of the Interior, is so imperfect 
and so indefinite, that he places very little 
reliance upon it. 1 can have the letter of the 
Secretary read again, if it is desired ; but that 
is the statement which he makes. ‘The calcu- 
lation was made on the basis of two hundred | 
and forty-three, and it made no difference 
whether you took the fourteenth amendment 
into consideration or not. I have not gone | 
through with a calculation to see whether it 
would do so on the basis of two hundred and 
eighty-three members ; but I have no reason to | 
suppose that it would. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The proposition 
of the Senate Committee on theJudiciary would 
seem to be an effort to keep the representation 
of the House where it is. That may be prac- 
ticable now; of course it would be if the House 
should concur ; but it is apparent enough that 
there are popular tendencies in our institutions 
which will in the end carry the representation 
of the other branch very much beyond what it 
isnow; and | am inclined to think that will 
be in harmony with the true genius of our in- 
stituions. ‘That branch of the Government is 
thoroughly, in its make-up, popular. 
to get a fair expression of what it is, it ought 
to represent very fully the popular sentiment 
of the country. It cannot do it sowell in any | 
way as by numbers. Of course there must be 
4 limit; but in order to have a full expression | 
and to realize what I think that branch of the 
Government is in theory, it must in fact in the | 
eud have a pretty large representation in the 
House of Representatives. Therefore, | think 
any effort on the part of the Senate to restrain 
it 18 not only a misconception, but in the end | 
would be overruled; and [| am disposed, acting 
in harmony with what IJ believe to be the geu- 
eral genius of our institutions, so to speak, to 
defer somewhat to what the Representatives 
themselves feel is the necessity to give expres- 
Sion to that popular sense. So | shall find it 
most agreeable to myself to vote for the bill 
48 lt came from the House. I believe | have 
once voted for a larger number, but that is 
entirely in harmony with what I have said 
about the popular character of that branch of 


There area few ex- 





In order |} 








the Government. I shall therefore vote to 
Sustain the bill as it came from the House as 
against the Senate proposition. 

Mr. COLE. This seems to me to be a mat- 





would at first appear upon a casual view. For 


| myself, | am in favor of the amendment of the 


Judiciary Committee, believing as I do that 
the House of Representatives 1s made up of a 
large enough number at present. The practices 
of other Governments in this respect should 
not, it appears to me, control us in any degree 
in our action at this time. It is well known 
that in the legislative bodies of Europe busi- 
ness is transacted in a different manner from 
what itis here. In the House of Commons 
of Great Britain, for example, a division is 
very rarely called for. It is a very common 
thing in the House of Kepresentatives of the 
United States to call for the yeas and nays; 


. | 
i]. but I have not calculated it taking that | ter of considerably more importance than | 


| 


| at the asylum at the last report. 


Senator says, with the exception of one class, 
within the disabilities of the fourteenth amend- 
ment. But be that as it may, the number is 
very small. There were twenty-seven, | think, 
I saw noth- 
ing like the number of twelve hundred, reported 
by the Commissioner of the Census in this 
table. 

The objection of the Senator from California, 
that it will retard public business in the House of 
Representatives to have a large number there, 
inay be a good consideration orit may not. If 
the House of Representatives desire to relieve 
themselves of the delay in calling the yeas and 


| nays, they can vote in five minutes, if they 


and a great deal of time is consumed in ealling 


the yeas and nays in that body. 

But a disposition appears to be manifested 
on the part of some Senators to defer to the 
judgment of the House in regard to its num- 
ber. 
defer to them absolutely. 
in this matter, certainly to the extent of ex- 
pediting business in Congress, and the larger 
the body at the other end of the Capitol the 
more difficulty there will be in trausacting 
business under our rules. 

[t is presumable from the form in which the 
bill comes to us that the House desire this 
number of two hundred and eighty-three, but 
it is not to be concluded absolutely that such 
is the case. We know that propositions very 
often come from that House with the expecta- 
tion that the Senate will correct them. We 
know that propositions even creep into ap- 
propriation bills there, which they absolutely 
rely upon the Senate to correct, where the 
House does not agree to the proposition as it 


| is sent to us, by the expression of the will of a 
| majority. A proposition is frequently allowed 
| to go through there under the importunity of 


a few members of that body, reliance being 
had upon the Senate to correct the error, or 
mistake, or wrong in the bill as it comes to us. 
| am convinced that under the rules of that 
body, which are likely to continue for Con- 
gresses to come, the House as now constituted 
is large enough for the convenient transaction 
of business, and [| shall vote for the amend- 
ment of the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. POMEROY. With regard to the re 
port of the Commissioner of the Census in 
reference to my own State, I have looked at it 
and | find a large number represented there as 
disqualified as if they came under the tour- 
teenth amendment, as if the disqualification 
was something provided for in the fourteenth 
amendment. I apprehend that is not so at 
all. In their instructions, the deputy mar- 


shals were required to ascertain in taking the | 


census, of a male citizen over the age of twen- 
ty-one years, whether he was disqualified to 
vote. ‘They construed that to mean whether 
he was a qualified voter; and if he had not 
been there a year, if he was what we call in 
the West a *‘new-comer’’ and had not been 
a resident of the State a year or six months, 


as the case might be, he could not vote, and | 


so they put him down as disqualified. The 


| large number reported as disqualified in my 


State, | apprehend, grows out of the fact that 
in taking the census and making an enumera- 
tion of those citizens who had lately arrived in 
the State, they were put down as disqualified 
because they could not vote under our consti- 
tution, had not been there long enough to do so. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Do you mean to say thet 
there are no constitutional disqualifications in 
your State? 

Mr. POMEROY. I think only as it relates 
to those who are in the insane asylum or who 
have been convicted of some infamous crime. 
There is a disqualification of that kind, but 
the number is very limited. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If they are disqualified 
for crime, they are not within the fourteenth 
amendment. 


Mr. POMEROY. And they are not, as the 


choose to do so, and take the yeas and nays 
substantially by electricity. A machine has 
already been invented to accommodate the 
House of Representatives in that respect, to 


| take the sense of the House by yeas and nays 


[I do not think we are called upon to | 
We are interested |) 


| Sprague, 











and have them computed in five minutes. If 
it is necessary to discharge the public business, 
they can discharge it better than they do now 
by simply taking the sense of the House in 
that way, and | do not know that there is any 


| provision in the Constitution or any law against 


taking it in that way. So we can get along if 
the House choose to adopt that system and 
conduct the public business and run the num- 
ber up to three hundred or five hundred. | 
shall content myself with voting the number 
that the House of Representatives themselves 
wanted. 

rhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, on which the yeas and nays 
have been ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. FENTON. As my pair with the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire [Mr. Cragin] did 
not embrace this question, | take the liberty 
of voting **nay.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 20, nays 
34; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Casserly, Cole, Davis of 
Kentucky. Davis of West Virginia, Edmunds, Gold- 


| thwaite, Hamiiton of Maryland, Hill, Johnston, 


Kelly, Morrill of Vermont, Norwood, Patterson, 
Saulsbury, Stevenson, Stockton, Thurman, Tipton, 
and Trumbull—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Blair, Boreman, 
Caldwell. Cameron, Chandler, Clayton, Conkling, 


| Fenton, Ferry of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Gilbert, 


Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, Howe, Kel- 
logg. Lewis, Morrill of Maine, Pomeroy, Ramsey, 
Rice, Robertson, Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, Sherman, 
Sumner, West, Wilson, Windom, and 
Wright—34. 

ABSENT — Messrs. Aleorn, Brownlow, Bucking 
ham, Carpenter, Cooper, Corbett, Cragin, Ferry of 
Connecticut, Flanagan, Hitchcock, Logan, Morton, 
Nye, Osborn, Pool, Pratt, Spencer, Stewart, and 
Vickers—19. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senate having by a 


very decided majority determined that it will 


| not restrain the House of Kepresentatives to 


the number now in that House, I wish merely 


| to say for myself that I see no use in experi- 


menting by proposing other numbers than the 
number fixed in the House bill. Every num- 
ber requires a calculation. Wherever you 
change the division, you must have a new cal- 
culation and a consideration of the fractions— 
a labor that requires time and care. Any 
proposition made to change the number now 
of the House bill involves an inquiry, what will 
be its effect? I can say to the Senate, from 


| having studied a great deal upon this bill, that 


you cannot understand the effect of an amend- 
ment fixing the number until you have ciphered 
it all out and seen it in tabular form before 
you. While I think the Senate committee's 
amendment was better in every respect than 
the House bill, that it produced a much fairer 
apportionment, was much nearer to the Con 
stitution, and kept the membership ot the 
House at a better number than iwo hundred 
and eighty-three, yet as the Senate is in favor 
of a higher number than at present, I for one 
see no necessity for amending the bill as it 
came from the House in respect to the num- 
ber of the House at all. I therefore, so far as 
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as at present advised, shall 
t any amendment to section oue of 


| am concerne d 
vole aguins 
the bill of the House 
Phe VICK PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will report the next amendment of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 
The Curer CLerx. The 


next amendment 


of the Committee on the Judiciary is in sec- | is understood. 


line two, to strike out ‘‘ 1876”’ 
insert ‘*1872;’’ and in the fifih line to 
out ‘forty fifih’’ and insert ‘* forty- 
so that the section will read: 


tion 
and 
strike 
third ;’’ 
Sec. 3 
day in No 


and established as theday, in ea 
Territories of the | ited Sr 


three, 


h of the States and 
ites, for the election of 


Representatives and Delegates to the Forty-Third 
Congress; and the Tuesday next after the first Mon- 
day in November, in eve second year thereafter, 


is bereby fixed aud established as 
election, in each ot 
Representatives and Delegates to the Congress com- 


mencing onthe 4th day of March next thereafter. 


Mr. SULRMAN. 


the day for the 


So far as L am individ- 


seid States and ‘Territories, of 


1} 
That the Tuesday next after the first Mon- ae = owe ~ 
vember, in the year 1872, is hereby fixed || Indiana also informed me—the Chair will know 





ience the States. This amendment which the 
committee have recommended, to fix the con- 
gressional election next fall in all the States 
on the same day, I believe is desirable; but 
| whether it is best to adopt it for this year 
| under the circumstances suggested is a ques- 

tion for the Senate to determine. 


j 
| 


| not think I would myself insist upon striking 
out 1876 and inserting 1872, but 1 do not see 
| why we might not insert 1874. 
Mr. SUERMAN. 1 think the Senator from 


| how that is—that under the constitution of the 
| State of Indiana it requires the successive 
| action of two Legislatures to change the consti- 
tution. That is to say,a resolution for a con- 
| vention must pass one Legislature and go over 
to another, and then again have an afhrmative 


I think it || 
lor my own part, left free to | 
| act without the action of the committee, I do || 


vote in the second Legislature, before a con- | 


vention can be called, so that a considerable 


ually concerned, | stated my objections to this || time would be required to change the State | 


amendment the other day; but the Senator || Constituuion, 


from Indiana, [Mr. Moxron,] who has been 


called away, leit word for me tocall the atten- || reason given in the House of Representatives, | 


I am quite sure that is the pro- 


'| vision of some of the States; and that was the 


tion of the Senate again to the inconvenience || 48 | am informed, why this change Was post- 


this amendment would cause the people of || poned for four years so as to give every State || 


Indiana. As | understood him, they cannot 
conveniently pass a law for the election of 
Representatives in November, the time of the 
presidential eleetion, without convening the 
Legislature, ical dithiculties of a seri- 
in the way of convening 
the Legislature for that purpose. 


and pract 
ous character are 
Now, as ho 
great good will result from this amendment, 


as nothing but a theoretical good can result 


i 


ample time, according to the provisions of its 
| constitution, to change its law to correspond 
| with this section. 

Mr. THURMAN. There is no necessity to 
change the constitution of Indiana or the con- 


stitution of any State in order to hold the | 


election on the day named in this amendment; 
and that for the simple reason that Congress 
has by the Federal Constitution the power to 


from it, is it not better to take the proposition || fix the time of holding the election of members 


of the House, atid postpone the operation of 


this change until 1876, and by that time the | 


of the House of Representatives, and when it 
does fix the time that is the paramount law of 


people of every State will have conformed || the land; and all thatany State Legislature has 


their constitutions to this law? 


election for members of Congress a few weeks | 


after the general election for State officers. 
Chere is no time before the lst of November 
next for the States to change their constitu 
tions or laws. No special act could be pro- 
vided to carry this provision into effect in any 
State without convening the Legislature. | 
am quite sure that this would work consider- 
able inconvenience in the State of Ohio. 
people have always been in the habit of eleet- 
ing members of Congress at the time of the 
State election in October. It is part of the 
habit of the State ever since its foundation as 
a State. 


| Mr. SHERMAN. 
| my colleague is technically correct in his state- 


to do, if indeed that be necessary in any Siate, || 
In some of the States, | do not know how || is to pass av act, which can be passed in ten | 
many, this amendment will require a special || lines or less, saying that all laws relating to the | 


election of members of Congress in force in 
that State shall apply to the election when 


held on the day named in the act of Congress. | 


It requires no change of the Constitution; 
it requires uo intricate legislation; it only 
requires the passage of an act of ten lines; 


and in most of the States it does not require | 


even that, because the election laws are gen- 


Our || eral, applying to all elections without reference 


to the days on which they are held. 
1 wish to say that while 


ment, yet practically he is very incorrect, be- 
cause the Constitution of the States of Ohio and 


I think myself that it is wise to make all the || Indiana, and many of the western States, fixes 


fall elections oceur at the same time, and | 
have no doubt the people of Ohio will this 
year or next year, when the constitutional con- 
vention conveves, fix the same time for the 
election of Federal officers and State officers, 
thus saving the people the expense of two 
elections; but it would be inconvenient now, 
before the meeting of the constitutional conven- 
lion, to have & change of the time of the elec- 
tion of members of Congress, although in Ohio 
it will be less inconvenient than in Indiana. 
Lam told that in one State, Texas, there is 
no meaus by which the Legislature can be 
convened. The Legislature has adjourned 
sine die. 
years, and they cannot be convened. 


They are only elected once in two || 


Why adopt an amendment which will only | 
create embarrassment, without doing anything || erly belongs, in November; and before 1874, 


to the theoretical good, or rather bringing a 


| tion the same fall, 


| the time for the election of State officers on 


the second Tuesday of October, and this would 
_ compel the election of members of Congress 


| three weeks after that, thus putting the people 


of the State to the expense of a double elec- 
it is to avoid that incon- 
venience that | think the States ought to be 
allowed to change their constitutions, and to 
conform their State election laws to this law. 

Mr. THURMAN. That is not the case in 
the year 1872 atall. This amendment creates 
no additional election. The people vote in 
October for their State officers, and they vote 
for President in November, and it is only to 
transfer the election of members of the House 


|| of Representatives from the State election in 


October to the Federal election, where it prop- 


| when the next subsequent election will take 


theoretical advantage four years in advaace || place for members ot Congress, every State 
of the time fixed by the House of Represent- || can, if it see fit, change its constitution or 


 tlives? 
adopted. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
the same day should be fixed throughout the 


L hope this amendment will not be 


change its laws. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I do not hear the objec- 


Mr. President, I think || tion stated to this amendment which will con- 


trol my vote. It is very true that the power in 


country for the election of members of Con- || the Constitution to fix the time is undoubted. 


ere ss 


But while I think that is impertant, || The only question with me is whether it is 
aud 1 should be glad to have it adopted at |) wise to fix it in the manner proposed by the || 


once, | certainly do not wish to adopt an || Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate. I 


amendment here that is going to inconven- |i thiuk it is not. 
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from Ohio says, that a law in five lines 

order an election for members of Congres 
November. It is also true, however, tha: 
all States where members of Congress are joy 
elected on the day of the annual election ¢ : 
State officers the people would be obliged 4, 
hold an additional election. rs 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is answereq b 
the suggestion that all the States have to aan 
an election for President on the day this fixes 
The State of Maine this year votes on th. 
very day fixed here for presidential electoy, 
You have the two elections, at any rate, 

Mr. HAMLIN. The objection may not apply 
to the present year, but in two subsequen, 
years it would apply precisely as | make the 
objection now. 

Mr. (KU MBULL. Is not the time sutiicieny) 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Senator trom Ohi, 
[ Mr. SHERMAN | suggests that there is not time, 
owing to the mode prescribed for amending 
the State constitution in Indiana. IL regre 
that Congress should deem it wise to fix the 
day of election in November; but that is g 
question which I do not propose to discuss 
now. Itwill be the most inconvenient period 
of the year for the State which | in part repre. 
sent, probably, of any time that could be desig 
nated; but still that is a question which | do 
not propose now to discuss, nor do I wish to 
interpose any objection to a time that is satis. 
factory to Congress. But it seems to me that 
the time should not be made for the coming 
election, but let it stand for the year named jy 
the bill of the House. 

the PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ay. 
THONY in the chair.) The question is on the 
amendment of the Committee on the Judiciary 
to the third section of the bill. ; 

The amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next 
amendment of the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary will be read. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
add to the third section the following proviso: 


Provided, That in any State in which by law the 
polls are held open more than one day for the elec- 


Can 
Sin 
in 


| tion of State officers the polls for the election of 


|| members of Congress in such State in A. D. 1872 


| shall be held open for the same length of time, 








| Congress as for State officers. 


| which will take effect in 1876. 


beginning on the day above specified in this section. 
Mr. FRELINGUUYSEN. Before the voie 


is taken, so as to make it harmonize, I suggest 


| that **1872’’ should be changed to ‘* 1876,” or 


else omit the proviso altogether. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from New 
Jersey remembers the reason that was inserted, 
[ presume. It came to the knowledge of the 
committee that in some of the States, particu- 
larly in Texas, I think, the election was held 
for several days. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Texas. Four days. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. And that their law only 
provides for holding elections at the county 
seat. It was stated to the committee that it 
would be impracticable for all the voters of the 
county to go to the county seat and vote on 


| one day, and hence it would be better to allow 


as many days for the election of members of 
I think myself 
it is a very bad arrangement to be voting sev- 
eral days; all the voting should be on one 
day; but we do not control that; and inas- 
much as in some of the States they vote for 
several days and have but one place for voting 
in a county, it was suggested that we ought to 
extend the time of voting for members of 
Congress as long as it is extended for voting 
for other officers. I do not know now, how: 
ever, that there will be any particular neces: 
sity for this amendment, the other amendment 
to this section not having been agreed to. 
There is no provision confining the election 
of members of Congress to a single day until 
1876, and there will be time enough for these 
States to conform their legislation to the law, 
] am not sure 
now that this amendment is necessary at all. 
I rather think it is not. The Senator from 


it is very true, asthe Senator || Ohio [Mr, Tuurmay] had information on that 
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«abject, but I do not know now that there will 
he any necessity for this proviso. 

i, FRELINGHUYSEN, =I do not think 
chore is any necessity for the proviso now; but 
rit is passed, the alteration I suggest ought to 
be ma 


de. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. We had better leave it 
out altogether. 

Mr. THURMAN. What alteration did the 
senator from New Jersey suggest? I did not 
hes r it. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I suggested that 
{the proviso was kept in, this provision should 
be made to harmonize with the body of the 
section by making it apply to 1876 instead of 
1872. 
yf. THURMAN. That would not do at all, 
hecause that would defeat the very object of 
the proviso. 
this proviso has been stated by the chairman 
of the committee. The Senate must under- 
stand it. 
the laws, the election is held for several days, 
and all the electors in a county vote at the same 
place. For instance, I have in my mind a 
county where there are six thousand voters, 
and they are all required to vote at the same 
place. It has been found by experience that 


you cannot take and register the name of the | 


yoter more than one vote per minute, which 
is sixty per hour; so that if the judges sat for 
twelve hours they could only take seven hun- 
dred and twenty votes, and that would be seven 


hundred and twenty votes out of six thousand | 


persons entitled to vote. That is manifestly 
wrong, and hence the State law provides that 
the election may be kept open for three or four 
days, so that all the voters may be entitled to 
vote. But lam not certain but that the sugges- 


tion of the chairman of the committee is right || 


now, that, since the Senate has voted down the 
proposition to hold the election on a certain 


{| 


| 


| 
i} 


The difficulty which gave rise to | 


There are some States in which, by | 
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amendment. If that is the case, then shall | were. The Senator is entirely wrong in saying 


we send the bill back merely in order that we 
may amend it by striking out these words ‘‘in 
such manner?’’ I do not think that to strike 
them out would serve any valuable purpose, 


and I hope, therefore, the amendment will be | 


disagreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. When a bill goes on for 
some time, Mr. President, you at last gene- 
rally see, with all respect to my friend, the 
cloven foot. If youdo not adopt this amend. 


| ment and strike out these words, then you will 


| States 


have repealed in the case of elections to fill 


| 


vacancies all that we have provided about || 


inspecting the elections of members of Con- 
gress in the States by the registration bills that 
we have passed and the inspection bills that 


| we have passed in this Congress and in pre 


ceding Congresses. 
now 


As the law of the United 


stands, in order to enforee the 


| rights of the people under the Constitution and 


to secure a tair election of members of Con- 


| gress, we have provided that in certain cities 





day in November this year, there is no neces- | 


sity for this proviso. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Mr. THURMAN, 

this amendment now. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


It had better be left out. 
I am indifferent about 


I have consulted one of 


the Senators from Texas, and he thinks there | 


ig no necessity now for the proviso, inas- || 


much as the certain day fixed for the election 
does not take effect until 1876. I think, there- 
fore, this amendment mav be disagreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion is On agreeing to the amendment to add 
a proviso to the third section. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The next 
amendment of the committee will be reported. 

The Cuter CLerK. The next amendment 
ofthe Committee on the Judiciary is in sec- 
tion four, line eight, to strike out the words 


“and in such manner.”’ 


Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘That is merely verbal. 
Mr. THURMAN. I hope that amendment 


will not be adopted ; I see no necessity in the | 


world for it. And now the Senate having re 
fused to adopt any of the amendments so far 


reported by the Judiciary Committee, I hope | 


the Senate will continue to refuse and will 
take the bill just as it came from the House 
of Representatives. There are but two amend- 
ments now left reported by the committee. 
One is to strike out the words ‘‘in such 
manner;’’ the other is to add an additional 
section as section six. As to section six, it 
is nothing in the world but the fourteenth 
amendment, and there is no more necessity 
for putting it in this bill than there is for 
inserting the Lord’s Prayer. It has no more 
effect than if you were to insert in it the Lord’s 
Prayer or the Decalogue; and therefore there 
18 no necessity f r sending this bill back to the 
House in order that it may contain the four- 
teenth amendment, or a clause of the four- 
teenth amendment to the Constitution. I take 
it, then, that the Senate will not delay the puas- 
sage of this bill in order merely to insert sec- 
Hon six, which is nothing but the fourteenth 


there shall be a certain registration and certain 


| inspection of elections by officers of the Uni- 


| ted States. 


This section, as it 


was inadver- | 


tently drawn, | have no doubt, in the House | 


of Representatives, not only directs that when- 
ever there is a vacancy to be filled in any dis- 
trict for a member of Congress the election 
shall be at the time provided by the State law, 
but that it shall be in the manner provided in 
the State law. It is a clear repeal of the exist- 
ing provisions of law which declare that it shall 
be in the manner and under the observation 
and inspection provided by the acts of Con- 
gress. Therefore I am not at all surprised to 


| hear my honorable friend from Ohio say that 


he thinks the amendment had better not be 
adopied, so that wherever by the old contriv 


| ances that have been adopted, in some of the 


cities that | need not name, it would be eon 
venient to count in a member of Congress of 


| a certain political persuasion thatdid not have 


votes enough fairly given, and to count out 
another who did receive them, it would only 


| be necessary to tura out the United States in- 





spectors and the other means that the law has 
provided for seeing that there was a fair elec- 
tion to leave it to the ward politicians In the 
city of New York and other cities to determine 
who shall be the member. Of course my hon- 


| orable friend does not mean that, exactly; he 


does not that, of course; otherwise he 
would not oppose the amendment; bat unless 
we wish to repeal what we have already pro- 
vided for purity in the elections of members 
of Congress in the great cities, we must agree 
to this amendment. 

Mr. THURMAN. There is no cloven foot 
or any other kind of horned animal in this 
amendment, or in these words without it. In 
the first place, this section relates only to the 
case of a special election to fill a vacancy, or 
where there is a failure to elect. It does not 
touch the general elections for members of the 
House of Kepresentatives. . The cases, there- 
fore, to which it will apply are very rare indeed. 


see 


It is very seldom that there is an election to | 


fill a vacancy, and still more seldom that there 
is a failure to elect. 
which a plurality elects, no such thing as a 
failure to elect can occur unless there should 
be a tie, and in those cases I think in every 
State the right then is determined by lot. hk 
is sO in my own State, and has always been so. 

I think, therefore, there can be no failure 
to elect except in those States in which a 
majority of all the votes is necessary to elect 
a member, and they are very few in number. 


In all.those States in | 


Then there is no probability of there being a | 


failure to elect so as to make this section neces- 
sary in many cases, and the vacancies that 
happen are very few indeed. The section 
itself, therefore, is rather inserted out of abun 
dant caution than for any other reason. It is 
very unlikely that there will be half a dozen 
cases of elections under this s ction within 
half a dozen years. 


i 


| the delegation from Ohio. 


law of the State. 


. is chosen. 


| word ‘* manner. 


that striking out these words “in such man 
ner ’’ would have any effect whatever upon the 
laws that have been passed by Congress in 
regard to elections. It is not pretended that 
those laws are expressly repealed, but it is 
said they will be repealed by implication. 
There is no implication at all to repeal them 
if you leave these words in. There is no im- 
plication in these words ‘in such manner.”’ 
A statute is never repealed by implication if 
both statutes can stand. It is only where the 
repugnancy is so manifest that they are wholly 
irreconcilable that one statute repeals another 
by implication. Now, you can satisfy the words 
‘*in such manner”’ in the section as it came 
from the House, without making any repug- 


| nancy at all between it and the act of Congress 


to which the Senator referred. 

What is ‘‘manner?”’ ‘At such time and 
in such manner”’ is the language. Take the 
case of a vacancy in my own State. A vacancy 
happens in the House of Representatives in 
g What is the time 
when the election to fill that vacancy shall be 
held? ‘That is fixed by the Governor's proc- 
lamation under the law which authorizes him 
to issue it and to fix the time. What is ‘‘the 
manner?’? The manner is also fixed in the 
same way by the law: that thatelection shall be 


| called by the Governor of the State, and then 


that it shall be held pursuant to the election 
That is all there is of it. 

Does the Senator say that these laws which — 
Congress has passed repeal the State laws? 
There is not one of them that is repealed. 
Kivery election to be valid now this day must 
be in the manner provided by the State law, 
and because you have superadded certain safe- 
guards, as you supposed, certain interference 
of Federal officials, you have not repealed the 
manner provided by the State law. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; we have added to it. 

Mr. THURMAN. That is all you have 
done, added to it; and when you provide here 
for an exceptional case, the case of u vacancy 
or the like, you do not—because you say that 
it is to be at the time and in the manner pro- 
vided by the State laws—repeal your act of 
Congress which speaks in so many words of 
all elections at which a member of Congress 
There is no express repeal of it, 
and there is no implication of repeal; and 


| much as | think that these laws of yours are 


wrong, | am compelled to say that these words, 
‘*in such manner,’’ do not operate to repeal 
them, and do not affect them in the slightest 
degree. ‘There is no necessity, therefore, for 
retaining the words. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If my honorable friend 
were the State inspector of elections in all the 
States to receive the votes and count them 
everywhere in the event of their being an elec- 
tion to fill a vacancy caused by death or resig- 
nation or uny other casualty occurring, there 
would be great force in what he says, because 
atter he has committed himself to one inter- 


| pretation of the law he would stand by it; but 


unhappily he does not fill that position. Now, 
the very word that the Constitution uses In 
giving to us authority to interfere in the States 
in the election of members of Congress is the 
’ The fourth section of the 
first article of the Constitution declares that 


| **the times, places, and manner of holding 


elections for Senators aud Representatives 


| shall be prescribedsin each State by the Legis- 
| latures thereof; but the Congress may at any 


time by law make or alter such regulations, 
except as to the place of choosing Senators.”’ 
My triend is right, therefore, in saying that 


| we have not repealed the State manner of 


electing members of Congress in those respects 
which are still consistent with what we have 
done. We have not undertaken to change the 
time; we have not undertaken to change the 
officers who shall preside chiefly atthose elec- 
tions; but we have under this authority un- 


Bnt, sir, suppose there || dertaken to supervise and to watch over the 
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State elections for members of Congress in 
execution of this article. Hence there is not 
only the State manner now in these elections, 
but there is also the congressional, the national 
manner, both combined. 

Now we are providing fora vacancy, and the 
House bill says that if there is a vacancy you 
hall upon the State manner and upon 
that alone. We Bay leave out the word ‘* man- 
ner;’’ merely declare that the election shall 
he at the time fixed by the State, leaving the 
State manner as far as it operates, and the 
national mannér as for as it operates, in full 

force; so that | disagree with my honorable 


act 


friend entirely when he says that this is no | 


repeal by implication and inconsistency of our | 


previous condition respecting the manner in 
which and under which these elections shall 
be conducted. 

Now, if the Senate is desirous, for the mere 


purpose of saving twenty minutes of time by | 


sending this bill to the House of Representa- 
tives, to go back in respect to vacancies from 
the provisions and securities that we have 
provided in respect to regular elections, very 
well. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the amendment of the commit- 
tee to the fourth section, striking out the 
words ‘in such manner.”’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS ealled for the yeas and 
nays,and they were ordered ; and being taken, 
resulted—yeas 26, nays 32; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Ames,Anthony, Boreman, Carpen- 
ter, Chandler, Conkling, Corbett, Edmunds, Ferry 
of Michigan, Gilbert, Hamlin, Hitchcock, Howe, 
Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Osborn, Pat- 
terson, Pomeroy, Poo!, Ramsey, Sawyer, Scott, Spen- 
cer, West, Wilson, and Windom—26. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Bayard ‘ 
Casserly, Clayton. Cole, Davis of Kentucky, Davis 
of West Virginia, Frelinghuysen, Goldthwaite, Ham- 
ilten of Maryland, Hamilton of Texas, Hill, Jobn- 
Kellogg, Kelly, Norwood, Rice, Robertson, 
Saulsbury, Schurz, Sherman, Sprague, Stevenson, 
Stockton, Sumner, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, 
Vickers, and Wright—32. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, 


SLOn, 


Brownlow, Bucking- 


ham, Cooper. Cragin, Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, | 


Flanagan. Harlan, Lewis, 
Pratt, and Stewart—1L5. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
will report the next and last amendment of the 
Committee on the Judiciary, which is to add 
to the bill a new section. 

The Chief Clerk read the next amendment 
of the Committee on the Judiciary, which was 
to add as an additional section to the bill the 
following : 


Logan, Morton, Nye, 


Sec. 6. That should any State, after the passage 
of this act, deny or abridge the right 
male inhabitants of such States, being twenty-one 


Blair, Caldwell, Cameron, | 


The Secretary 


| 


| 


| 





years of age, and citizens of the United States, to | 


vote at any election named in the Constitution, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis inthe nature 


of debate: but the Chair does not enforce the |} 


agreements of the Senate. 

Mr. THURMAN. I only wish to repeat 
in a single sentence what I said on Friday, 
that—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If the Senate do not 
mean to stand by the agreement, and let it be 
all afloat, very good. 

Mr. THURMAN. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
It is now after four. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


What agreement ? 
To vote at four o'clock. 


And to vote without 


debate. 


Mr. THURMAN. I did not know anything 
had been said about that. Certainly [ will 
stand by the agreement. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
is on the amendment adding the new section 
to the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I have paired 
with the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Lewis. ] 
If he were here he would vote in the affirma- 
tive, and I in the negative. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 28, nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Boreman, Cameron, Car- 
renter, Chandler, Conkling, Corbett, Edmunds, 
Derry of Michigan Frelinghuysen, Gilbert, Hamil- 
ton of Texas, Harlan, Hitecheock, Morrill of Maine, 
Morrill of Vermont, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, 
Pool, Ramsey, Rice, Roberison, Scott, Spencer, 
Sprague, Wilson, andWindom—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Blair, Caldwell, Casserly, 


| Clayton, Cole, Davisot West Virginia, Goldthwaite, 


Hamilton of Maryland, Hill, Johnston, Kellogg, 


| Kelly, Norwood, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Sherman, Ste- 


; venson, 


Stockton, Thurman, 
Vickers, West, and Wright—25. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Anthony. Brownlow, 
Buckingham, Cooper, Cragin, Davis of Kentucky, 


Tipton, Trumbull, 


Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, Flanagan, Hamlin, 


Howe, Lewis, Logan, Morton, Nye, Pratt, Schurz, 


|| Stewart, and Sumner—20. 


So the amendment was agreed to 


Mr. TRUMBULL. As thatamendment has 


| been adopted, a verbal correction ought to be 


made in it; in the fourth line to insert after 
the word ‘‘the’’ the words ‘** amendments 
to the;’’ so as to read, ‘*in the amendments 
to the Constitution, article fourteen.”’’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That correction 
will be made if there be no objection. 

Mr.“ TRUMBULL. There is no article 


| fourteen in the original Constitution; but it 
| is article fourteen of the amendments that is 


of any of the |} 


article fourteen, section one, except for participation || 
in the rebellion or other crime, the number of Rep- | 
resentatives apportioned in this act to such States | 


shall be reduced in the proportion which the number 
of such male citizensshall have tothe whole number 
of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such 
State. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 
nays on agreeing to that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have the 
second section of the fourteenth amendment 
to the Constitution read. 
familiar to the Senate. 
to be read. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If we are going to stand 
by any agreements, probably my friend had 
better be quiet. 

Mr. SHERMAN. You have no objection 
to having that section read. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; I would be glad to 
have it read every day. It ought to be. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This is in the 
nature of debate, but if there be no objection, 
the Secretary will read the section of the 


I send it to the desk 


Probably it is not | 


I ask for the yeas and 


\| 
it 


fourteenth article called for by the Senator | 


from Ohio. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senate and the 
Chair think it is in the nature of debate, I will 
withdraw the call. 


\) of Kentucky, 


referred to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
ment is agreed to. 

Mr. POMEROY. I move to amend the 
House bill by striking out the fifth section. I 
do not know whether I[ have any right to make 
any observations upon the amendment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No; we shall allunder- 
stand it on its being read. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


That amend- 


Debate is in- 


| hibited by the unanimous consent of the Sen- 


ate, but itis for Senators themselves to enforce 
it, and not the Chair. r 
Mr. POMEROY. I want my amendment 


_ read, and then I want the yeas and nays. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. That is proper, 


| because every Senator has the right to demand 


the reading of that on which he is called upon 
to vote. ‘lhe Secretary will read the section 
proposed to be stricken out by the Senator 
from Kansas. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Src. 5, That no State shall be hereafter admitted 
to the Union without having the necessary popu- 
lation to entitle it to at least one Representative 


according to the ratio of representation fixed by 
this bill. 


Mr. POMEROY. 
nays. 
lhe yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 22, nays 34; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Blair, Boreman, Cald- 
well, Clayton, Corbett, Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, 
Harlan, Hitchcock, Kelly, Osborn, Pomeroy, Pool, 


Ramsey, Rice, Saulsbury, Spencer, Sprague, Tip- 
ton, Wilson, and Windom—22. 


| ask for the yeas and 


| 





NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Cameron, Car- | 
|| penter, Casserly, Chandler, Cole, Conkling, Davis 


dmunds, Fenton, Ferry of Michigan, 
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Frelinghuysen, Goldthwaite, Hamilto Mary 
Hill, Howe, Johnston, Kellogg, Morell gery land, 


T “ = Tmor 
Norwood, Patterson, Robertson, Sawyer, Schure 


» Sumner, Thur. 


| man, Trumbull, Vickers, and Wright—34. 


| ham, Cooper, Cragin, Davis of West Virgini; 


ABSENT—Messrs. Aicorn, Brownlow, Bucking. 


. ’ e < : L, Fe . 
| of Connecticut, Flanagan, Hamlin, Lewis hoe 
: gan, 


| Morrill of Maine, Morton, Nye, Pratt 


|| into this bill, if 1 can have permission to 








A . Stewart, ; 
West—17. di 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. PATTERSON. I should like to og, 


an amendment in order to infuse a little ju 


sti & 


, - . sa) 
two or three words to explain it. Otherwicc 
[ presume it will be of no account. If ther, 


is no objection I would just like to say—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from New Hampshire desires unanimous cop. 
sent to speak briefly upon a proposed amend. 
ment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
stood by just stating it? 
Mr. PATTERSON. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
what the amendment is. 

Mr. PATTERSON. By this bill the State 
of New Hampshire loses a Kepresentativye. 
We thereby lose one third of our entire repre: 
sentation. Now, Ohio has nineteen members 
if she loses a member, she loses but one 
nineteenth of hers. That results from the fac 
that you use as a common denominator the 
common ratio. Ifyou take the population of 
the State and use that as the denominator of 
each fractional remainder, it will vary the rep 
resentation in only four of the States, and will 
bring the representation more nearly to exact 
justice. I will indicate the changes I would 
make in the House bill. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
ment ? 

Mr. PATTERSON. I will indicate it now: 
it will give three Representatives to New 
Hampshire instead of two; it will give three 
Representatives to Vermont instead of two; 
it will give nineteen Representatives to Ohio 
instead of twenty; it will give eighteen Rep- 
resentatives to Illinois instead of nineteen; 
twelve to Missouri instead of thirteen ; two to 
Florida instead of one, and four to West Vir- 
ginia. It makes four changes only, giving to 
New Hampshire, Vermont, West Virginia, and 
Florida an extra Representative. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
whole number? 

Mr. PATTERSON. The same as in the 
House bill, two hundred and eighty-three. It 
simply makes these four changes by changing 
the denomination of the fraction, instead ot 
using the common ratio—using the number of 
people in the State as the denomination of the 
fraction. It is more just altogether than the 
method which is used here. I move those 


Will it not be under. 


I only want to state ir, 
Just let it be stated 


What is the amend- 


What is the 


| changes. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from New Hampshire has moved an amend- 
ment, which he will please state, that the Sec- 
retary may take it down exactly. 

Mr. PATTERSON. In the eighth line, to 
substitute ‘‘three’’ for ‘‘two,’’ after the word 
‘*New Hampshire ;’’ in the ninth line, after 
the word ‘‘ Vermont,’ to substitute “‘ three’’ 
for ‘‘two,’’ and “ten’’ for ‘“‘eleven,’’ afier 
‘* Massachusetts ;"’ in the eighteenth line to 
substitute ‘‘nineteen’’ for ‘‘twenty,’’ after 
‘* Ohio ;’’ in the twentieth line to substitute 
‘‘eighteen’”’ for ‘‘nineteen,”’ after ‘‘ Illinois ;”’ 
in the twenty-first line to substitute ‘‘twelve’’ 
for ‘‘thirteen,”’ after ‘‘Missouri ;’’ in the twenty- 
second line to substitute ‘‘two’’ for ‘ one,”’ 
after ‘* Florida;’’ and in the twenty-seventh 
line substitute ‘four’? for ‘‘three,’’ after 
‘* West Virginia.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
will now report the proposed amendment of 
the Senator from New Hampshire. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment. 

Mr. PATTERSON. On this amendment J 
ask for the yeas and nays. 
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The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being 
‘resulted—yeas 9, nays 49; as follows: 


s—Messrs. Anthony, Boreman, Davis of West 
ia, Edmunds, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Morrill of 


taken, 






7 vont, Osborn, and i Patterson—9. ; 

N AYS—Mesers. Ames, Bayard, Blair, Caldwell, 
+ ,erop, Carpenter, Casserly, Chandler, Clayton, 
cag; a Davis of Kentucky, Ferry of Michi- 
Pree Frelinghuysen, Goldthwaite, Hamilton of 
\aryland, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, 
Hill, Howe, Johnston, Kellogg, Kelly, Lewis, Nor 
wort { Pomeroy, Pool, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, 
cayisbury. Sawyer, Schurz, Scott, Sherman, Spen- 
a Stevenson, Stockton, Sumner, Thurman, Tip- 


vel Trumbull, Vickers, West, Wilson, Windom, and 


sht—49. 
Wright- NT—Messrs. Alcorn, 


Brownlow, Bucking- 


AbS . + ° 
ham ED. ling, Cooper, Cragin, Fenton, Ferry of 
Connecticut, Flanagan, Logan, Morrill of Maine, 


Morton, Nye, Sprague, and Stewart—15. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HILL. I propose the following amend- 
ment to section five, line three: strike out 
words ‘* one Representative,’ aud insert in 
lieu there of ‘*two Representatives. ”’ 

The VICE PR ESIDENT. The effect of i 
‘< that hereafter new States must have to amie 
tle them to admission population sufficient to 
entitle them to two Representatives according 
to the ratio fixed by this bill. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as 
amended. : Y , 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on concurring in the amendment made as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. THURMAN. I ask for the yeas and 
pays on concurring in the amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
made as in Committee of the Whole is to add 
section six to the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 24, nays 19; as follows 

YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Boreman, Caldwell, cl 
rn yn, Carpenter, Chis andler, Clayton, ¢ ‘Yonkling, Cor- 
bett, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, 
Gilbert, Hamilton of ‘Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, 
Hitcheock, Llowe, Morrill of Maine , Morrill of Ver- 
mont, Osborn, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, Ramsey, 
Rice, Robertson, Scott, Spencer, Sprague, Sumner, 
Wilson, Windom, and Wright—34. ae 

NAYS—Messrs. Blair, Bayard, Casserly, Davis of 
West Virginia, Goldthwaite, Ilamilton of M: aryland, 
llill, Johnston, Kelly, Norwood, Saulsbury, Sher- 
man, Stevenson, Stoc kton, Thurman, Tipton, Trum- 
bull, Vickers, and West—19. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, t 
Buckingham, Cole, Cooper, Cragin, Davis of Ken- 
tucky, Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, Flanagan, 
Kellogg, Lewis, Logan, Morton, Nye, Pratt, Sawyer, 
Schurz, and Stewart—20. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. This bill having now been 
amended, | hope there will be no objection to 
agreeing to the amendment in the fourth sec- 
tion, which was disagreed to in committee, 
striking out the words *‘and in such manuer.’’ 
[t certainly will not do any harm to strike them 
out on the argument of my friend from Ohio. 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont moves to amend the fourth section by 
striking out the words ‘‘and in such manner,”’ 
in the eighth line. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
do no harm to strike them out. 
amended the bill now. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. The bill 
is now in the Senate, having come out of com- 
mittee. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SPENCER. I move, in the first sec- 
tion, fifth line, to strike out ‘*two hundred and 
eighty- three’? and insert ‘‘two hundred and 
ninety,’’ and on that motion I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered ; 
taken, resulted—yeas 16, nays 38 ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony. Boreman. Carpenter, 
Clayton, Edmunds, Gilbert, Hamlin, Harlan, Mor- 
rill of Vermont, Osborn. Pomeroy, Rice, Sawyer, 
~~ neer, Sprague, and Wilson—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ames, Bayard, Blair, Caldwell, 
Cameron, Casserly, Chandler, Cole, Conkling, Cor- 


bett, Davis of Kentue ky, Davis of West Virginia, 
‘erry of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Hamilton of 


) 
tne 


Anthony, Brownlow, 


It can 
have 


Let them go out. 
We 


Is that amendment in 


and being 
as follows: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. ¢ 


~] 


wet 





| to be 


Maryland, Hamilt yn of Texas, Hill, 
Johnston, Kellogg, Kel liv, Norwood, Pool, R imsey, 
Robertson, S auls! bury, Seott, Sherman, Stevenson, 
Stockton, Suin ner, Thurman. Tipton, Cfrumbull, 
Vickers, W Windom, and Wright—38. | 
ABSENT i, ‘ssrs. Alcorn, Brownlow, Bucking- || 
ham, Cooper, Cragin, Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, || 
Fianagan, Golithwaite. Howe, Lewis, Logan, Mor- 
rillof Main« », Moi ton, Nye, Patterson, Pratt, Schurz, 
and Stewart—l). 


So the amendment w as rejected. 
The were ordered to 

grossed and the bill to be read a third time. 
The bill was read the third time. 


amendments be en 


Mr. MORKILL, of Vermont. I eall forthe 
yeas and nays on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 49, nays 7; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, 
Caldwell, Cameron, Carpenter, Casserly, 
Clayton, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, Davis of 
ginia, Ferry of Michigan, Frelinghuysen, Gilbert, 
Goldthwaite, iamilton of Texas, Llomlin, Harlan, 
Hill, Hliteheock, Howe, Johnston, Kellogg, Kelly, 
Osborn, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Sawyer, 
Schurz, Scott, Sherman, Spencer, Sprague, 8 
son, Stewart, Stockton, Suinner, Thurman, Tipton, 
Trumbull, West, W ilson, Windom, and Wright—49. 

NAYS—Messrs. Edmunds, Hamiltonof Maryland, 
Morrill of Vermont, Norwood, Patterson, Sauls- 
bury. and Vi ‘kers—7. 

ABSENT—Messrs. 


Buckingham, Coo; 


Blair, 
Chandler, 





Alcorn, 


Bayard, Brownlow, 
r, Cragin, 


Davis of Kentucky, 


Boreman, | 


West Vir- || 


| 


| 
| 


teven- | 


| 
| 


Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, Flanagan, Lewis, 
Logan, Morrill of Maine, Morton, Nye, Pool, and | 
| Pratt—17. 
| So the bill was passed. 
POLITICAL DISABLLITIES 
Mr. ROBERTSON. Imovethatthe Senate | 


proceed to the consideration of the 
as the amnesty bill. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Was not that bill post 


to come up. 
Mr. WiLSON. I should like to make a 
suggestion to the Senator from South Carolina. 


yoned until to-morrow ? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It was. 
Mr. EDMU NDS. Then, if it is postponed, 
|| [ do not see how we can consider it now. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. [I hope it will beallowe d | 


] understood that the measure he p meet to 
call up was postponed to one o'clock to-mor- 
| row, as a special assignment, with the same 
|} understauding that » had before, and that 
was that the vote was not to be taken to 
morrow, and not before the next day That 
was the arrangement the other day, that it 
should be takeu up at to d Ly, 


One Oo ‘clock 
+ 
L 


but that the vote shdtld not be taken to-day, 


but on Tuesday. Now, I want it to be under- 
stood that it is to be taken up to-morrow at 
lock, but that the vote is not to be 


| taken until the next day. 

THURMAN. All that is necessary to 

| do isto adjourn. ‘Thenthe bill of the 
from South Carolina will be up to-morrow at 

| move an adjournment. 

to; and (at four 


Senator 


ove o'clock. 
motllon 


The 


was agreed 
o'clock and fifiy-three minutes p. m.) the 


Senate adjourned. 


| 
| 
| 
one o'¢ 
| 
| 
| 


| HOUSE QF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| Monpay, January 29, 1872 


The House metattwelve o’elock m. Prayer 


|| by the a ‘lain, Rev. J. G. Burier, D. D. 

|| The Journal of Saturday was read and 
approved. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

| The SPEAKER. ‘This being Monday, the 
first business in order will be the eall of the 
States and ‘Territories, beginning with the 
State of Maine, for the introduction of bills 

, and joint resolutions for reference to their 


appropriate committees, and not to be brought 
back by motions to reconsider. Under this 
call memorials and resolutions of State and 


territorial Legislatures are in order. Lhe 
mormng hour ‘now be gins at five minutes past 
twelve o'clock. 
BANGOR CUSTOM-HOUSE DISTRICT 
Mr. PETERS introduced a bill (H. No. 


1211) to extend the boundaries of the custom- 


| house district of Bangor, in the State of Maine; || 1224) for the improvementot aaa 


| 


bill known | 


| 


| 


Hitchcock, 1} Which was read a first and second time, refe 


rred 

to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 

printed. 
ART OWNERS: 


OF VESSELS 


Mr. PETERS also introduced a bill (H. 
1213) to defi 

of vessels in cer which was read a 
first and second d to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed, 


R. 


ihe rights of part owners 


ain Cas 


lime, relerre 





OFFICERS IN TILE NAVY. 
Mr. HALE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1214) « stab . shit £ the n umber of « ficers oft 
et oe in the United States Navy: which 
was read a ie and second time, referred to 


the Committee ou Naval 
to be printed 


Affair 


;, and ordered 


PINE TIMBER AND LUMBER 
Mr. SMITH, of Vermont, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1215) to admit pine timber and 


lumber free ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Me ans, and ordered to be printed, 


PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF WAR OF 1812. 


Mr. POLAND introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1216) in addition to an act granting pensions 
to certain soldiers and sailors of the war of 
1812 and the widows of soldiers ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 


and War of 1812, and ordered to be printed. 


de ceased 


CLAIMS AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. 
Mr. POLAND also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1217) limiting the time within which claims 


against the Government may be presented and 
prosecut -d; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. and snditel to be printed. 


EQUALITY OF RIGITS. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 1218) toe stablish equs lity of 


3 of th 


and s¢ 


rights in citiz United States; which 
ond time, referred to 
ision of the Laws of the 


ind ordered to be printed. 


was read a trst 


the Commitiee 
United Siates, 


on Rev 
‘AM VESSELS. 
ody iced a bill (H. 
riz the 
auth Ve el 


R. No 
struction of ten or 
of war, al for other pur- 
was re first and second 
referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


poses ; which 1d oa 


time, 


TLON 


PROT KS OF THE FISHERIES. 
3A NKS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
1220) in relauion to the further protection 
of American fisheries, and in relation to 
the navigation and commercial interests of 
the United ich was read a first and 
cond time, the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


OWNERS OF 


Mr. 
No 


the 


States ; “w 


eferred to 


SHiP JOUN CARVER. 

Mr. B ANKS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1221) for the relief of Moses and 
others, owners of John Carver ; which 
was time, referred, 
with the accompanying pa to the Commit- 
tee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


Uliver 


lilp 
t 


; 3 ‘ 
read a Ulrst and second 


pers, 


IMPROVEMENT Ol IAMES RIVER 
Mr. STARKWEATUER introduced a bill 
H. R. No. 1222) for the improvement of the 
[Thames river, Connecticut; which was read a 
fi ind se nd tims , refi rred to the Commit 


tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT 


Mr 


‘ORWALK 
STARKWEATHER 


Ol HARBOR. 


introduced a 


a180O 
bill (A. No 226) | for the improvement of 
the harbor of Norw: Conneeticut ; which 
was read a first : ad second time, referred to 


the Commit and ordered to 
be printed, 
MOUTH 


STRONG i 


tee on Commerc 


ECTICUT RIVER 


H. 


OF CONN 


Mr. troduced a bill No. 


al ‘the 
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1] 
mouth of the Connecticut river; which was read || 


a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mitteeon Commerce, and ordered to be printed. | 
SOUTHPORT HARBOR 


Mr. BARNUM introduced a bill (H.R. No. } 


1225) for the improvement of Southport har- 


bor. Connecticut; which was read a first and 

second time, referred to the Committee on | 

Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 1} 
MAKGARETTA VAN RENSSALAER | 


Mr. PERRY, of New York, introduced a bill 
(H. R 
Van Renssalaer; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. | 


SALE OF UNITED STATES BONDS. 


Mr. COX introduced a bill (H. R, No. 1227 


to prohibit commissions to agents, &c.; which 1 
was read a first and second time, referred to |! 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 


R. NELSON GERE. 

Mr. DUELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1228) for the relief of R. Nelson Gere; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed, 

TAX UPON SIRUPS, ETC. 


Mr. DUELL also introdneed a bill (H. R. 
No. 1229) to repeal so much of the internal rev- 
enue act as imposes a stamp tax upon sirups, 
fruits, and vegetables; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


ANN C. BUTLER, | 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania, intro- || 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1230) granting a pen- | 
sion to Ann ©. Batler; which was read a first | 
aud second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 


| and second time, and reterred ta the Committee 


NANCY Y. PARK. 

Mr, KELLEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. || 
1231) to grant a pension to Nancy Y. Park, | 
mother of Mary J. Park; which was read a | 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


BANKRUPT LAW. | 


Mr. L. MYERS introduced a bill (H. RB. 
No. 1232) further supplemeatal to the act of | 
Congress entitled ‘* An aet to establish a uni- 


form system of bankruptcy throughout the | 
United States ;'’ which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on | 
Revision of the Laws of the United States, 
and ordered to be printed. 


ABRAHAM P. EYRE. 

Mr, L. MYERS also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No, 1233) tor the relief of Abraham P. Eyre, 
of Philadelphia; which was read a first and | 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


JAMES KE. AUDUREID. 

Mr. L. MYERS also intraduged a bill (H. | 
R. No, 1234) for the rebief of James E. Audu- || 
reid, late of company E, independent Penn- 
sylvania cavalry; which was read a first and | 


second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 





MAKGARBT CONYERS. 

Mr. L. MYERS also introduced a bill (H. 

R. No, 1235) granting a pension to Margaret 

Conyers; which was read a first and second 

time, and referred to the Committee on [nvalid 
Pensions. 





JAMES W. WHARTON, 


Mr. PACKER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1236) granting a pension to James W. Whar- 
tou, late a private in company G, first Penn- 
syivania rifles; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
ou invalid Pensions. 


| 

| 

] : , P p | 2% x 3 3 « scr- 
No. 1226) for the relief of Margaretta || R. No. 1288) to remove the charge of deser 

| tion against Daniel Orner, late a private in 

| company H, ninety-first regiment Pennsylva- 

| nia volunteers ; 

| 


| gecond time, referred to the Committee on 


| papers, ordered to be printed. 
I lating to the sale of United States bonds, and | 


| son to Daniel Tuell; which was reada first and 


| Invalid Pensions. 


|| duced a bill (H. R. No. 1241) for the relief 
_of A. G. Booth; which was read a first and 
second time, aud referred to the Committee of 


| liam Cloud, a revolutionary pensioner; which 


| 1244) making an appropriation for the erection 
| of a court-house in Hertford county, North 


| 1245) for the relief of the Masonic Lodge of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


PUBLIC BUILDING AT HARRISBURG. 
Mr. HALDEMAN introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 1287) to authorize the erection of a build- 
ing at the city of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
for the accommodation of the post office, pen- 
sion, revenue, and other offices of the United 
States; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, aud ordered to be printed. 
DANIKL ORNER, 


Mr. B. F. MEYERS introduced a bill (H. 


which was read a first and 


Military Affairs, and, with the accompanying 


PENSIONS, 
Mr. FOSTER, of Pennsylvania, introduced 
@ bill (H. R. No. 1289) supplementary to the 
act approved February 14, 1871, granting pen- 
sions, &c.; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


DANIEL TUELL. 
Mr. FOSTER, of Pennsylvania, also intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1240) granting a pen- 


second time, and referred to the Committee on 


A G. BOOTH. 


Mr. FOSTER, of Pennsylvania, also intro- 


Claims. 
WILLIAM IVERS. 


Mr. GRIFFITH introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1242) for the relief of William Ivers, of 
Sante Fé, New Mexico; which was read a first 


of Claims. 
NANCY CLOUD. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1248) to restore to the pension-roll 
the name of Nancy Cloud, the widow of Wil- 


was read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
and War of 1812. 
OCOURT-HOUSK, HKRTFORD COUNTY, ETC, 
Mr. COBB introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


Carolina, to supply the place of one destroyed 
by the Federal forces ; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
of Claims, and, with the accompanying docu- 
ments, ordered to be printed. 


MASONIC LODGE, GEORGETOWN, ETC. 
Mr. RAINEY introduced a bill-(H. R. No. 


Georgetown, South Carolina; which was read 
a first and second time, and, with the accom- 
panying papers, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


MARTIN J. CRAWFORD. 


Mr, DU BOSE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1246) to remove the legal and political disabili- 
ties imposed by the fourteenth amendment of 
the Constitution upon Martin J. Crawtord, of 
the county of Muscogee, in the State of Gear- 
gia; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on theJ udiciary. 


RAILROAD LAND GRANTS. 
Mr. McINTYRE introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 1247) to revive and continue in force sec- 
tion seven of an act apesuees March 3, 1857, 
entitled ‘‘An act making a grant of land to 
the Territory of Minnesota in alternate sec- 
tions to aid in the construction of certain rail- 
roads in said Territory, and granting publie 
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| lands in alternate sections to the State of A} 

| bama, to aid in the construction of a ok 

| railroad, and for other purposes ;"’ which ‘ies 

| read a first and second time, referred to the 

| Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed, 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr, DOX introduced a bill (H, R, y 


1248) to relieve G. B. Douthit, Samuel k 
MecSpadden, and Jackson Millsops, of the Star. 
of Alabama, of their political disabilities. 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
REPEAL OF TAX ON SPIRITS. 

Mr. HANDLEY introduced a bill (H, p 
No. 1249) to repeal all laws of the Uniteq 
States imposinga tax upon spirits made exoly. 
sively of grapes, apples, peaches, and other 
fruits; which was read a first and second time, 
| referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
| and ordered to be printed. 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES, 


Mr. HANDLEY also introduced a bill (J, 
R. No. 1250) tor the relief of William Garret; 
G. W. Davis, Thompson 8. Stevens, and other 
citizens of Alabama, from their civil and polit 
ical disabilities; which was read a first aud 
second time, and referred to the Commitiee 
on the Judiciary, 


BIDS FOR MAIL SERVICE, 


Mr. HANDLEY also introduced a bill (H, 
R. No. 1251) to regulate proposals or bids for 
mail service under the Post Office Departmen: 
and their acceptance by the Postmaster Gen 
eral of the United States, and for other pur. 
poses ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Post Offic 
and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


MEMPHIS BRANCH RAILROAD 


Mr. SLOSS introduced a bill (H. R, No. 
1252) granting public lands in the States of 
Alabama and Georgia ta the Memphis Branch 
Kailroad Company, toaid in the building of a 
railroad from Decatur, Alabama, to Rome, 
Georgia; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


PAY OF OFFICERS ON LEAV®. 


Mr. SLOSS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1253) regulating the pay of officers in the 
United States Army and Navy when absent 
on leave ; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY E. SACIA. 

Mr. BARRY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1254) to confirm the title of certain lands to 
Mary E. Sacia; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 


GULF AND SHIP ISLAND RAILROAD. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Mississippi, presented the 
memorial of the Legislature of Mississippi 
praying for a renewal of the land grant to the 
Gulf and Ship Island Railroad Company; 
which was referred to the Committee on tlie 
Publie Lands, and ordered to be printed, 


MILITIA OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. SHELDON introduced a bill (H. BR. 
No. 1255) making provision for arming and 
equipping the whole body of the militia of the 
United States, and for other purposes ; which 
was read a first, and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Militia, and ordered to 
be printed. 








TICK METERS. 


Mr. STEVENSON introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 1256) for the relief of distillers of spirits 
by the refunding and repayment of moneys 
expended or paid and deposited by them tor 
‘Tiee meters ; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
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BURNED TIMBER ON PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. STEVENSON also introduced a bill 
y. R. No. 1257) to utilize burned timber on 
the public lands in the States of Michigan and 
\[innesota; which was read a first and second 
: referred to the Comiittee on the Public 
and ordered to be printed, 
GARRETT FLEMING. 


Mr. VAN TRUMP introduced a bill (H. R. | 
No, 1258) granting a pension to Garrett Flem- 
‘o¢: which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
aud ordered to be printed. 


EXTENSION OF LIGIT-HOUSE BOARD. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, introduced a bill 
H. Rk. No. 1259) to extend the jurisdiction of 
the light-house board; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed, 
ADMISSION OF PHOTOGRAPHS FREE OF DUTY. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Obio, also introduced 

a bill (H. R. No. 1260) to provide for the 
admission of photographs for exhibition free 
of duty; which was read a first and second | 
time, referred tothe Committee of Ways and | 
Means, and ordered to be printed, 
THOMAS D. WEST. 


Mr. FOSTER, of Ohio, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1261) for the relief of Thomas 
D. West, of Sandusky, in the State of Ohio ; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims, and | 
ordered to be printed, 

CHARLES HELPP 

Mr. LAMISON introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 1262) for the relief of Charles Hipp, of 
St. Mary’s, Auglaize county, Ohio; which was | 
read a first and second time, referred to the | 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 


time, 
Lands, 


JOHN CILAMP. 
Mr. SHELLABARGER introduced a bill 


(H. R. No. 1263) to compensate and suitably 
recognize the services of Sergeant Major Jobn || 

Champ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BECK introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1264) to so far modify and repeal existing acts 
and parts of acts requiring all duties on imports 
to be paid in gold, as to allow one half of the 
amount of such duties to be pa‘d in the legal- 
tender notes of the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered | 
to be printed. 
PHILIP N. FOX 


Mr. READ introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 
1265) for the benefit of Philip N. Fox, post- 
master at Mt. Washington, Bullitt county, 
Kentucky; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to 
be printed. 





POST ROAD. 





Mr. READ, I ask to introduce a bill de- 
claring the road leading from Baffalo, in the | 
county of La Rye, in the State of Kentucky, 
to Saloma, in the county of Taylor, jm the | 
same State, a post road, for reference to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The SPEAKER. That can be done under || 
the rules, and the morning hour eannot be 
taken up with such bills. 

REPBAL OF DUTIES ON EINK, PAPER, FTC 
_Mr. READ also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1266) to repeal all laws imposing duties 
On printing types, ink, and paper; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 

EQUALIZATION OF PUBLIC LANDS. ] 


Mr. GOLLADAY introduced a bill (H. R. || 
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public lands of the United States, and to pro- 
vide a system of free schools and public edu- 
cation for all the children in the respective 
States and Territories; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Education and Labor, and ordered to be 
| printed, 


HELRS OF WILLIAM B. LEWIS, DECEASED 

Mr. GOLLADAY also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1268) for the relief of the heirs-at-law 
of William B. Lewis, deceased ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

STATE UNIVERSITIES. 

Mr. GOLLADAY also presented a resolu- 
tion of the General Assembly of the State of 
Tennessee, asking an appropriation of one 
million acres to each State and Territory of 
the Union to found a university; which was 
referred to the Committee on Education and 
Labor, and ordered to be printed, 


GOVERNMENT TAX SALES 


Mr. VAUGHAN introduced a bill (H. BR. | 
No. 1269) to authorize the redemption of real || 
estate bid in by the United States Government | 
which was read a first and second || 


at tax sales; 
time. 

On motion of Mr. CONGER, the bill was 
read through, 

‘Lhe bill was then referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

DUTIES ON PRINTING TYPE 

Mr. VOORHEES introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1270) abolishing all duties and imposts 
on imported printing type, and placing the 
same on the free list; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

PHBE SOFLELD. 

Mr. WILSON, of Indiana, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1271) to amend an act entitled 
‘*An act granting a pension to Phasbe Sofield, 
widow of Lewis Sofield ;’’ whieh was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions and War 
of 1812. 

NATIONAL CEMETERIES. 
Mr. COBURN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


1272) to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to 
establish and to protect national cemeteries,’ ’ 
approved February 22, 1867; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 


JAMES T. JOHNSTON. 


Mr. KERR introduced a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 88) for the relief of James T. 
Johnston; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on tbe Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 


MARGARET BOYD ET AL. 
Mr. MANSON introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 1273) granting a pension to Margaret | 


Boyd, Sarah A. McIlvaine, Silas H. Meclivaine, 
Rachel D. Mellvaine, and William L. Me- 
Ilvaine; which was read a first and second 
time, aud referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 


THOMAS F. SPENCER. 














Mr. HOLMAN introduceda bill (H. R. No. | 


1274) for the relief of Thomas F. Spencer, of 
Indiana ; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


WILLIAM VAILS. 


Mr. HOLMAN also introduced a bill (H. 


| R. No. 1275) for the relief of William Vails, 


late a private of company OC, third regiment 
Indiana volunteer cavalry; which was read a | 


first and second time, and referred to the Com- 


| mittee of Claims. 


, WILLIAM J. MINTYRE 


Mr. SNAPP introduced a bill (H. R. No. 





utyre on the pension-rolls; which was read 


I 
a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


WOMAN SUFFRAGE, ETC 
Mr. PARKER, of Missouri, introduced a 


bill (H. R. No. 1277) to allow women to vote 
and hold office in the Territories of the Uni- 


ted States; which was read a first and second 


time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 


COLONEL N. B QGIDDINGS 


Mr. PARKER, of Missouri. also introduced 
a bill (H. R. No. 1278) for the relief of ( ol- 


| onel N. B. Giddings, of Savannah, Missot ri; 
|| which was read a first and second time, re- 


ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


ADDITIONAL COURTS IN MISSOURI. 
Mr. COMINGO introduced a bill (MH. R. 


|| No. 1279) to regulate the holding of addi- 
| tional district and cireuit courts in the State 


of Missouri, and for other purposes; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed, 

HETRS OF JAMES M. SMITH 


Mr. HAVENS introduced a bill (H. R. No, 
1280) granting arrears of pension to the heirs 
of James M. Smith; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

FRAUDS ON THE TREASURY. 

Mr. HAVENS also introduced a joint reso- 
lution (H. R. No. 89) to construe section two 
of the act approved February 26, 18538, en- 
titled ‘‘An act to prevent frauds upon the 
Treasury of the United States;’’ which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to bo 


| printed. 


ia bill (H. R. No. 


GEORGE GRAVES. 

Mr. HAVENS also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1281) for the reliet of George Graves; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 

CONFIRMATION OF LAND TITLES, 

Mr. McCORMICK. of Missouri, introduced 
1282) to confirm certain 
land titles in the State of Missouri; which 


| was read a first and second time, referred to 


the Committee on Private Land Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 


BOUNTY. 
Mr. KING introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1283) 


| to pay bounty to a certain military organiza- 


tion therein named; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MARY A. SILOEMAKER. 
Mr. BURDETT introduced a bill (H. BR. 
No. 1284) granting an increased pension to 
Mrs. Mary A. Shoemaker; which was read 


la first and second time, and referred to the 
| Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


| 
| 
| 
No. 1267) to equalize the distribution of the 1276) to place the name of William J, Me- 


LOUISA MOSS 

Mr. FINKELNBURG introduced a bill (TH. 
R. No. 1285) granting arrears of pension to 
Louisa Mos which Wis read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

AMOS EDDY. 

Mr. WALDRON introduced a bil! (H. R. 
No. 1286) for the relief of Amos Iiddy, of 
Plymouth, Michigan; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commite 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 


FORT GRATIOT RESERVATION. 
Mr. CONGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


| 1287) to provide for completing the survey of 


Fort Gratiot military reservation, Port Haron, 
in the State of Michigan; which was read a first 
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and second time, and referred to the Com- 
printed. 


SLUMAN 8. BAILEY 


Mr. FOSTER, of Michigan, introduced a | 


bill (H. R. No. 1288) for the relief of Sluman 
S. Bailey, collector of internal revenue for 
the fourth district of Michigan; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 


MIDDLE ISLAND, SAGINAW RIVER 
Mr. SUTHERLAND introduced a bill (H. 


R. No. 1289) to authorize the sale of Middle | 
aginaw river, in the | 
which was read a first and | 
Committee 


Ground, or Island, inthe S 
State of Michigan ; 
second time, and referred to the 
on the Public Lands. 


INTER-STATE TRADE AND COMMERCH. 
Mr. CONNER introduced a bill (H. RK. Ne 


1290) to regulate trade and comme Ten hotelier 


the several States and Territories of the Uni- 
ted States ; 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 
a = 
Mr. CLARKE, of 
(H. R. No. 1291) to indemnify W. 
Texas, for internal revenue taxes illegally 
assessed and collected during the years 1867 


SAYLOR. 


and 1868; which was read a first and second | 


time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 
INDIAN RESERVATIONS IN 
Mr. CLARKE, of <— 
joint resolution (H. | 
the cession by the State of 
territory in that State to the 
for Indian reservations 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Publie Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


TEXAS. 


PAYMENTS BY UNITED STATES OFFICERS 

Mr. HERNDON introduced a joint resolu 
tion (H. R. No. 91) amendatory of the joint 
resolution prohibiting payments by any otlicer 
of the Government 
to have been opposed to the rebellion, and in 
favor of its suppression, 
1867; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the on the 
and ordered to be 


Committee 
printed. 


DAKOTA RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Mr. ORR introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1 
granting the right of way to the Dakota South 
ern Railway Company; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


292) 


LIGHT-HMOUSE ON 

Mr. ELDRIDGE introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1293) making an appropriation for the 
construction of a light-house at the mouth of 


LAKE WINNEBAGO, 


the Fond du Lac river, on Lake Winnebago, in | 


the State of Wisconsin; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


HARBOR OF SAN FRANCISCO 


Mr. HOUGHTON introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1294) making an appropriation for the 
improve ment of the harbor at San Francisco; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 


REPORTER OF THE UNITED STATES COURTS. 
Mr. HOUGHTON also introduced a bill 
(H. RK. No. 1295) relating to a short-hand 
reporter of the United States courts in the 
State of California; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
LAND TITLES IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. SARGENT introduced a bill (H. R 
No. 1296) to amend an act to quiet land titles in 


| the State of California; which was read a first | 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be 


which was read a first and second | 


l'exas, introduced a bill | 
A; Say lor, of | 


also introduced a | 
. No. 90) providing for | 
Texas of certain | 
United States j 
and other purposes ; | 


io any person not known 
approved March 2, | 


Judiciary, | 
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and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES, ETC. 


Mr. SLATER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1297) amendatory of an act donating public 
lands to the several States and Territories 


|| which may provide colleges for the benefit of 


agriculture and mechanic arts, passed July 2, 
1862, and acts amendatory thereto; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

HEIRS OF ELI MOORE. 


Mr. LOWE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1298) for the relief of the heirs of Eli Moore; 
which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


LIEUTENANT JOHN F. WOTRING. 


Mr. McGREW introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1299) for the relief of Lieutenant John F. 
W otring, a resident of the State of Michigan ; 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


WILLIAM B. WILSON. 


Mr. KENDALL introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1300) for the relief of William B. Wilson, 
for extra services in carrying the United States 
mails ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


H. P. DENMAN. 


Mr. TAFFE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1301) for the relief of H. P. Denman, late 
superintendent of Indian affairs; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Claims, and ordered to be 
printed, 


UTAIL SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Mr. HOOPER, of Utab, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1802) granting the right of way 
through the public lands to the U tah South- 
ern Reilroed Company; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Pacific Railroad, and ordered to be 
printed, 

USELESS MILITARY RESERVATIONS, 

Mr. GARFIELDE, of 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 
first section of an act entitled ‘* An act to pro- 
vide for the distribution of useless military 
reservations;’’ which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MONTANA 
Mr. CHAFFEE introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 1304) amendatory of an act approved 
March 2, 1867, entitled ‘* An act amendatory 
of an at to provide a territorial government 
for the Territory of Montana, approved May 
26, 1864;’’ which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Terri- 
tories, and ordered to be printed. 

NEW TERRITORY ORGANIZED FROM DAKOTA. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG presented a memorial 
of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
of Dakota, asking for the organization of a 
new Territory out of the northern portion of 
Dakota; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 

ASSAY OFFICE IN IDAHO. 


Mr. MERRITT introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1305) supplemental to an act to establish 


Washington, intro- 


an assay office in the Territory of Idaho, ap- | 


proved February 19, 1869; which was read a 


| first and second time, referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Coinage, Weight 
| ordered to be printed. 


s, and Measures, and 


TERRITORIAL COURTS. 
Mr. CLAGETT introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 1806) to more clearly define the nature | 


of certain courts in the several Territories, and 


1, 


1303) to amend the | 
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for other purposes ; which was read a first 
second time, referred to the Comunittee 0, 
| Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

| ASSAY OFFICE IN MONTANA 

|| Mr. CLAGETT also introduced a pil] i. 
| 


and 


1 the 


R. No. 1307) to locate and establish an a: 
office in the Territory of Montana; which wo. 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Mines and Mining, and ordered 
to be printed. 
COLUMBIAN COLLEGE. 

Mr. CHIPMAN introduced a bill (4. 
No. 1308) to amend the act sabaeieain 
Columbian College ; which was read a fi. 
and second time, and referred to the Com 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 


EQUITY PROCEEDINGS IN THE DISTRICT 
Mr. CHIPMAN also introduced a bil] H. 
R. No. 1309) for the regulation of equity p 


ceedings in the District of Columbia; wh 


i h 

was read a first and second time, and referred 

to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
GEORGE W. STURDEVANT. 

Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin, by unanj 
mous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No, 
1310) for the relief of George W. Sturdevant: 
which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 


AMERICAN INDUSTRIAL LEAGUE. 


Mr. WALDRON, by unanimous consent, 
presented the following memorial of the Amer. 
ican Industrial League; which was reterred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed in the Globe: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Uni- 
ted States in Congress assembled : 

The president and executive officers of the Amer- 
ican League, represeniing the interests of Ame: ican 
producers, respectfully petition that such discrim- 
inating duties be levied on all imported manufac 
tures as will render substantial protection to the 
labor of our hands. 

The people who own the country are rightfully 
entitled to perform the mechanical and other work 
requiredtosupply the national demand for labor; a " 
as American citizens we claim the exclusive rig he t 
the bome markets of the country. 

If foreigners want access to our better markets, 

and on an equality with ourselves, letthem emigrat 
to the United States with their capital and machinery, 
and pay not only our higher wages, but the taxes to 





|} support our schools and other institutions as wo 
h: ave e always done. 
The home market sustains our industries, and it 


is tbe mainspring of our prosperity. But if the m: ur- 

| ket for the sale of the productsof our labor fails, the 
work stops, and the employer and employé go out 
of the factory together. If, therefore, to please for- 
eigners, we throw down the barriers of protection 
and permit our home markets to be supplied with 
the manufactures and productions of other coun- 
tries, we destroy ourselves and sink to the level of 
slaves and paupers. 

It appears to us plain that the free-trade scheme 
now urged before Congress is nothing less than a plot 
to crowd out American workingmen from our home 
markets and rob them of a largeshare of their labor 

We call your attention tothe fact that every day’s 
work of imported manufactures which competes with 
our domestic industries practically robs our mechan- 
ics and workingmen of just that amount of labor; 
and experience shows that the more we have to 
do the greater the demands for labor, and conse- 
quently the more we prosper and improve our 
condition. 

Weask, therefore, at the hands of our Represent- 
atives such legislation with reference to the tariff as 
will secure to us, so far as possible, the complete 
monopoly of the labor of the country. 

The benefits growing out of such legislation would 
fall upon the toiling millions, and all have the right 
to laber. Moreover, we think the mechanics and 
workingmen of the United States have a reasonable 
claim to such fostering legislation as will stimulate 
domestic industry and augment the labor of the 
nation, for labor is the only source of wealth to 
nations as well as individuals. 

We have seen printed petitions sent out by the 
Free Trade League in favor of heavy duties on tea 
and coffee, but for free trade in the manufactures 
produced by the labor of England and other foreign 
eountries; but we think these petitions are not enti- 
tled to much weight, as it is a notorious fact that 
the League is operated by alien employ és, and sus 
tained chiefly by British subscriptions, a feature 
sufficient at least to suggest the inquiry whether 
such mission work is carried on for the prosperity 

and gain of England, or for charity and kinduess to 
the people of the United States. 

In conclusion, we refer to the fact that nineteen 
twentieths of the voting population of the country 
| depend on labor for maintenance and happiness. 
i We therefore claim all the mechanical and macbin- 
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uired to supply the demands of our 
or every description of manufacture, 


ery work re 
6 trymen eae ; 
4 inalienable right. of American citizenship, 

ight we shall insist upon at all hazards; 
intelligent, and free people will spring 
to their feet in defense of their industries, as they 


as : 
and this rig 
and a brave, 


would in defense of the flag should foreign foes 
ny r soil. 
invade our SON WARD. President. 
G. B. STEBBINS, Secretary. 
MOSES W. FIELD, Treasurer. 
JEROME CROUL, 
JOHN 8S. NEWBERRY, 
JOHN BURT, 

Executive Committee. 


H. P. BALDWIN, 

N. W. BROOKS, 

D. M. RICHARDSON, 

Cc. H. BUHL, 

HENRY WEBER, 

E. TROWBRIDGE, 

CHAUNCEY HURLBUT, 

J. D. HAYES, 

HUGH MOFFATT, 

LUTHER BEECHER, 

ELLERY I. GARFIELD, 

PHILO PARSONS, 

JAMES McMILLAN, 

ALLAN SHELDEN, 

JOHN A. BERRY, 

J.B. WAYNE, 

WILLIAM BUCHANAN, 
Vice Presidents and Representative Council. 


MARY ROBBINS. 


Mr. FOSTER, of Pennsylvania, introduced 
a joint resolution (H. R. No. 92) relative to 
the claim of Mary Robbins, deceased, who 
was the widow of Brentnal Robbins, an officer 
of the army of the Revolution ; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETHPORT, NEW JERSEY. 


Mr. BIRD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1311) 
directing the survey of the channel opposite 
Elizabethport, New Jersey ; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

JOSIAH MORRIS. 


Mr. HAYS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1312) 
for the relief of Josiah Morris; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

ANNA PERRY. 


Mr. DUKE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1318) for the relief of Anna Perry, of Elizabeth 
City, Virginia; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


MAIL DEPREDATIONS. 


Mr. TYNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1314) to authorize the appointment of a chief 
of division for mail depredations in the Post 
Office Department; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ENLISTED MEN IN SEMINOLE WAR. 


Mr. WALLS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1315) for the relief of enlisted men who-served 
for thirty days in the war against the Seminole 
Indians in the State of Florida; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Revision of the Laws of the 
United States, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN BLACK. 


Mr. HALSEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1316) for the relief of John Black, late con- 
sul of the United States at the city of Mex- 
ico; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


PORT OF ENTRY AT JERSEY CITY. 


_ Mr. HALSEY also introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1817) to establish a port of entry at Jer- 
sey City, New Jersey; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

MICHAEL SHIELDS. 


Mr. HILL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1318) for the relief of Michael Shields; which 
was read & first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


7 eee 


| 
| 





HEIRS OF ALEXANDER SOUTHERLAND. 


Mr. MOORE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1319) granting arrears of pension to the minor 
heirs of Alexander Southerland, deceased ; 
which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 


A. C. AND T. A. WALKER. 


Mr. MOREY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1320) for the relief of Augusta C. Walker and 
T. Alonzo Walker; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on 
Revision of the Laws of the United States, 
aud ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. 
expired. 

Mr. DAWES obtained the floor. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] yield to allow the 
transaction of matters of business which gen- 


tlemen desire to introduce by unanimous con- 
sent? 


Mr. DAWES. I yield for that purpose. 
SHIP-BUILDING. 


Mr. STARKWEATHER, by unanimous 
consent, presented the memorial of the Inter- 
national Steamship Company, relative to ship- 
building yards and docks for economizing 
naval expenditures and constructing iron 
steamers; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


NATIONAL CURRENCY, ETC. 
Mr. WHITTHORNE, by unanimous con- 


sent, submitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Banking 
and Currency: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Banking and 
Currency be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of providing by law for retiring the present 
issue of national bank notes and substituting there- 
for United States Treasury notes of the size, denom- 
ination, and character now in use, and known as 
**legal-tender notes;” and also providing that after 
the —— day of . 187—, no fractional currency 
shall be issued or circulated, and that after the —— 
day of , 187—, no note of aless denomination 
than ten dollars shall be issued, but the same, under 
proper regulations, shall be retired as currency. 

2. That said committee shall further inquire 
whether, in the work of retiring the national bank 
notes and substituting therefer an amount of legal- 
tender notes, the issue of each Treasury note so re- 
quired may not lawfully be used in the redemption 
of the bonds of the United States known as the five- 
twenty bonds. 

3. That the said committee further inquire into 
the expediency, in connection herewith, of providing 
that —— per cent. of the United States customs dues 
now payable in coin, shall be payable in legal-tender 
notes. 

4. That said committee be instructed to report a 
general banking law, under which the right to con- 
duct a banking business may be made free to all per- 
sons who shall or may deposit a number of the bonds 
of the United States, (not less than $50,000 in value,) 
which may equal per cent. of the average 
deposits from individuals, and which bonds shall be 
held as a security for such depositors as may have 
no other security, and to provide by law against 
usurious and excessive rates of interest which may 
be exacted by such institutions. 


NEW HAVEN HARBOR, ETC. 


Mr. KELLOGG, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to transmit to the House acopy of the reports of 
General G. K. Warren, the engineer in charge of the 
improvements of New Haven harbor and Housatonic 
river, Connecticut, with the accompanying papers 
that have been made to or filed in the Department 
since the last published report of the Secretary of 

ar. 


The morning hour has 











COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY. 


Mr. PERCE, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented a report of the Committee on Education 
and Labor upon the petition of the College of 
William and Mary, in Virginia; which was 
ordered to be printed and recommitted, and 
not to be brought back by a motion to recon- 
sider. 

REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. SARGENT, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1821) to relieve 


ee 





the person therein named from legal and 
political disabilities; which was read a first 
and second time. 

Mr. SARGENT. If there be no objection, 
I desire that this bill be put on its passage. 

The bill, which was read, provides for re- 
lieving Rufus Shoemaker, of Nevada county, 
California, from all legal and political disabil- 
ities imposed by the third section of the four- 
teenth article of amendments to the Constitu- 
tion. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I suggest a modi- 
fication of the language of the bill so as to 
strike out the word ‘‘legal.’’ The constitu- 
tional amendment imposes no legal disability. 
_Mr. SARGENT. | assent to that modifica- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, 
that amendment will be made. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Will not this 
man be relieved by the general bill which has 
already passed the House? 

Mr. SARGENT. This is a special case of 
a man in our State. I tried last Congress to 
secure the passage of this bill, but was put 
off by the statement that his case would be 
included in a general bill. 1 have voted for 
a general bill, and am ready to do so again. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. We shall 
never get any general bill so long as we con- 
tinue to relieve these cases in detail. 

Mr. SARGENT. The gentleman will find 
me always voting for a general bill. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, 
the bill will be considered as passed by a two- 
thirds vote. 

There was no objection. 


PURCHASE OF INDEPENDENCE HALL, 


Mr. HIBBARD, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution: 


Whereas by virtue of an act of Congress approved 
on the 3d day of March, 1871, the one hundredth 
anniversary of American independence is to be celo- 
brated, under the auspices of the Government of the 
United States, by holding an international exhibi- 
tion of arts, manufactures, and products of the soil 
and mine, in the city of Philadelphia, in the year 
1876; and whereas Independence Hall, in said city 
of Philadelphia, is dear to every American heart 
asthe birth-place of freedom and of constitutional 
liberty in America, and ought to belong not to any 
section but to the whole people of the country: 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of procuring a title to said hail and the square 
on which it stands, in the name of the United States 
of America, that this ancient temple of freedom 
may, during the exercises of said international ex- 
hibition, beconsecrated anew to the perpetuation of 
constitutional liberty on the completion of the first 
century of our national life; and that said commit- 
tee be instructed to ascertain upon what terms and 
conditions, if upon any, the city of Philadelphia 
will dedicate said hall and the sacred relics it con- 
tains, and the square on which it stands, to the peo- 

yle of these United States; and to report to the 
edu as soon as shall be practicable such informa- 
tion as they may obtain. with a recommendation of 
such appropriate legislation as they may consider 
necessary to carry out the purpose of this resolu- 
tion: Provided, Thut the city of Philadelphia shall 
consent to the same upon terms and conditions which 
in the judgment of the committee are reasonable 
and just. 


Mr. DAWES. I believe the resolution 
instructs the committee to inquire into the 
expediency of doing the thing suggested. 

The SPEAKER. It does. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I ask that the resolution 
of the Assembly of New Hampshire be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


That the Senators in Congress from this State and 
the Representatives be instructed to introduce, sup- 
port, and vote for a bill providing for the purchase 
of the Hallof Independence and the square on which 
| it stands, situated in the city of Philadelphia, the 
same to be, on the 4th of July, 1876, formally dedi- 
cated to the Republic of the United States, and con- 
| secrated to the perpetuation of constitutional liberty 
and independence, on the condition that the money 
paid for said hall and square be appropriated by said 
city for the erection of suitable buildings for tho 
holding of said international exhibition; and if any 
money shall remain after the erection of said build- 
ing, the same shall be appropriated to the preserva- 
tion and improvement o said hall and the grounds 
on which it is located. 


The resolution was adopted. 
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REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 

Mr. SPERR. of Georgia. Task unanimous 
consent to introduce a bill (H. R. No. 1322) 
to relieve certain citizens of Georgia from 
political disabilities. 

‘lL here was no objection, and the bill was read 
a first and second time. 

The bill, which was read, provides (two 
thirds of each House concurring therein) that 
all legal and political disabilities imposed by 
the third section of the fourteenth amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States be, 
and the same are hereby, removed from the 
following-named persons to wit: David Irwin, 
of Cobb county; J. A. W. Johnston, of Whit- 
field county; Thomas Hardeman, of Bibb 
county; Marcus L. Billingsley and Christopher 
Parker, of Pike county; John W. H. Under- 
vood, of Floyd county ; William A. Lofton, of 
of Jasper county; John L. Moore, Jahn D. 
Stewart, and L. T 
Kibridge G. Cabaniss and Cincinnatus Pee- 
pies, of Fulton county; James P, Simmons, of 
Gwinnett county; William J. Hadson, of Har- 





Doyal, of Spalding county ; | 


| adopted for myself one rule in reference to 


man. TI am not the author of these bills, | 
neither have I presented them, but I have 


| these private bills, and L cannot support them 





riscounty; LeviS. Russell, of Chatham county ; || 


and Samuel P. Tharmond, of Clark county, | 


Georgia. The second section provides that 
all laws or parts of laws in conflict with the 
provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I appeal to the gentle- 
man from Georgia to strike out the second 
section of his bill. 

Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. I agree to that. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Let me ask the gentle 
man from Georgia whether these persons have 
petitioned for a removal of their disabilities? 

Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. Certainly; these 
persons have all petitioned to have their dis 
abilities removed. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Let me suggest to 
and,’’ as they were stricken out of the bill of 
the gentleman from California. There are no 
legal disabilities. 

Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. 
those words out. 

Mr. CONGER. 
these persons have petitioned in writing for 
the removal of their disabilities? 

Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. They have, every 
single one of them. 

Mr. CONGRR. Where are the petitions? 

Mr. SPEBK, of Georgia. They have been 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


I agree to strike 


I wish to know whether || war hor ( 
|| of Spain, in order to wrest said island from foreign 


Three fourths of them had their disabilities | 


removed by this House in 1870. ‘They are all 
good and loyal citizens, and every Represent- 
ative of Georgia on this floor, whether Repub- 
liean or Democrat, will so testity. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have a petition myself 
from Thomas Hardeman which is very strongly 
indorsed. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. I ask the 
gentleman to accept an amendment to his bill, 
including the following names, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

William Robinson, of Cocke county; Lloyd Bul- 
len, of Greene county; Alfred T. Wilson, George R. 


McClellan, B. 8, McDowel, Owen White, and Dr. 
J. Templeton, of Sullivan county; Thomas J. Wil- 


son, Charles Meek, and ©. Collins, of Washington | 


county; Michael 


Carriger, of Hamblin 
Benjamin J. Le 


1, of ITaywood county; L. C. Lock- 
hart, of vart county; A. A. Swope, of Smith 
county; J. D. C. Atkins, of Henry county; John 

Julaney,ot Sullivan county; and J. T. Trapp, of Do 
Kalb county, of the State of Tennessee. 

Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. I willaccept that 
amendment as a part of my bill. 

Mr. CONGR. I make the same inquiry 
in regard to the amendment of the gentle- 
man trom Tennessee. Have all petitioned in 
writing for the removal of their disabilities? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee, They have 
for the last three years. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I wish to 
ask the gentleman from Michigan whether we 
are to go through a whole million of people 
and remove their political disabilities by this 
same process? 


Mr. CONGER. 


Stey 


I will answer the gentle- 





| war, or privateer of Spain, of the right to visit or 
county; || 





| dispose of them as prizes of war, was conceded to 
| Spain only when she should be engaged in actual 
| war with another Power, and to be exercised as a 


| to petition for it in some shape. 


| to ask. 


| grossed and read a third time; and being 


unless | know the persons to be relieved have 
requested thia relief in writing ; for | know of 
some cases where Congress has extended re- 
lief by a bill to southern gentlemen and they 
have afterward by letters published in news 
papers stated that they had never asked Con- 
gress for any such relief, and do not thank 
Congress for extending it to them. I do not | 
propose myself to vote for the relief of any 
man from the disabilities which he has incurred 
by treachery to this Union unless he will at 
least do the Llouse and the country the courtesy 


Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Then the | 
gentleman means never to forgive or forget, 
but to nurse his wrath through all time. 

Mr. CONGER, This is a matter of feeling 
for which 1am not responsible, even to the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Brooxks.] - 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. There are so many 
individuals who have asked and been refused 
that there isnot much encouragement to others 





lhe bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 





engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 


Mr. SPEER, of Georgia, moved to recon- 


| sider the vote by which the bill was passed; 


and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid onthe table, 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


BELLIGERENT 
VOORHEES. 


RIGHTS OF CUBA. 


Mr. I offer the following 


. | joint resolution. 
the gentleman to strike out the words ‘legal 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Joint resolution for the recognition of belligerent 
rights on the part of the people of the island of 
Cuba in their civil war against the kingdom of 
Spain. 

Whereas the native inhabitants of the island of 

Cuba have for more than three years been waging 

war against the power and authority ef the kingdom 


colonial bondage and to establish political inde- | 
pendence and self-government, as it is their inher- 
ent right to do: and whereas in the progress of this 
contest great battles have been fought, thousands 
of lives sacrificed, and great armies and large naval 
forces are still in active operation on the part of 
Spain, with no apparent prospect of an early term- 
ination of the struggle; and whereas by the treaty 
of 1795 between the United States and the kingdom 
of Spain the right to search American ships on the 
high seas, and if found to contain articles contra- 
band of war to carry them into Spanish ports and 


purely belligerent right; and whereas the Spanish 
uuthorities, since the 15th day of Mareh, 1869, have 
constantly asserted and exercised this belligerent | 
right by searching and seizing American vessels, 
thereby themselves proclaiming a state of belli- 
gerency as existing between the kingdom of Spain 
and her revolted subjects in Cuba; and whereas 
this course of conduct has been persisted in on 
the part of Spain in the most offensive and inso- 
lent manner, although on or about the 16th day of 
July, 1869, she was notified, through her minister 
at Washington, that the Government of the United 
States could not fail to regard “‘ any exercise on the 
high seas, near the island ef Cuba, by any vessel of 





board any vessel of the United States under color of 
the provisions of the treaty of 1795, as involving the 
logicat eonchusion of a recognition by Spain of a 
state of war with Cuba;” and whereas the war on | 
the part of Spain has been waged against the people | 
of Cuba in flagrant violation of the rules of civil- | 
ized warfare, and with a ferocity and inhumanity | 
which heave shocked the whole American people; | 
and whereas, after more than three years of conftiet, | 
the kingdom ef Spain bas utterly and totally failed | 
to establish and maintain a settled government in 
Cuba, giving seeurity to life, liberty, and property: | 
Tberefare, 

Beit resolved bythe Senate and House of Represent- 
ativesafthe United States of Ameriea in Congress aasem=- 
bled, First, that this Governmentisealied upon, inthe 
interests of humanity, and in the exercise otf its un- 
doubted right, under the laws of nations, to determ- 
ine and declare, whenever it is deemed right and 
necessary, the existence of a state of war between 
contending forces. and especially so when, as in this 
instance, the conflict is in close proximity to the 
sheres of the United States, and directly involving 
the trade, commerce, property, liberty, and lives of || 
American citizens. 8 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| especially so to those upon the continents 
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well-established policy of this Government to extena 
sympathy and countenance, in all just and | ee 
ways, to all people engaged in a struggle to an ” 
republican institutions, and to sever their eon,” 
tion with monarchical forms of government .. 


it, and 
: . “0 Islan 
of thewestern hemisphere. Third, that theg i . 


ment of the United States recognizes the existen., 
of a state of war between the kingdom of Spain , 
the people styling themselves the republic of Cy)... 
and hereby declares both parties to the conflict no, 
pending between them entitled to all the 
conceded to belligerents by international law ay, 
treaties, including the right to carry their natjona| 
flags respectively within the waters of the Uniteg 
States. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state ;, 
the gentleman from Indiana[Mr. Voorngps 
that the business which has been recently pro. 
ceeding has been by unanimous cer nsen; 
The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means [ Mr. Dawes} took the floor at the eloge 
of the morning hour for some purpose which 
he has not stated. He has been yielding t, 
requests for unanimous consent, and it js {yr 
him to say whether he will yield for this res. 
olution. If he does not yield, the Chair wij 
recognize the gentleman from Indiana afte 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means is through. 

Mr. VOORHEES. [ think the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means will 
hardly deny me what has been given to every. 
body else in the House, the opportunity of 
offering a resolution. 

Mr. DAWES. If the Chair will recognize 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr, Voorures] 
after I get through, I would rather yield now, 
because it would no doubt be ungracious to 
him to deny the gentleman what I have not 
denied to any one else. 

The SPEAKER. And it would be equally 
ungracious in the Chair not to recognize the 
gentleman after the chairman of the Cowm- 
mittee of Ways and Means yielded the floor. 

Mr. BANKS. 1 would ask the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Voornees} whether he will 
not consent to have the resolution referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. COX. I hope the gentleman will not 
consent. J havea resolution similar to this 
one before the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
now. 

Mr. BANKS. I was not addressing the gen- 
tleman from New York, [{ Mr. Cox}. 

Mr. COX. Neither was I addressing the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Bayxs, | 
but the Chair. 

Mr. VOORHEES. With every respect for 
the chairman of the Committee on Poreign 
Affairs, and for the committee itself, | would 
prefer that the House should pass the resolu- 
tion | have offered. I therefore move te sus- 
pend the rules and pass the resolution. 

The question being put on suspending the 
rules, there were—ayes 50, noes 83. 

Mr. VOORHEES, I call for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BANKS. I[ trust the gentleman from 
Indiana will allow this resolution to go to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. They have 
this subject now under consideration. 

Mr. COX. [ object to debate. 

Mr. BANKS. The gentleman must see that 
it is impossible for the House to pass the reso- 
lution now. 

Mr. COX. I object to debate, whether it is 
pertinent or impertinent. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I rise toa 
question of order, (it is the only way in which | 
can explain myself,) and it is whether, in 
voting for this resolution, as L intend to do, | 


Ww 
rights 


| commit myself to all its phraseology respect- 


ing the laws of nations, which I do not intend 


| to do. 


Mr. BANKS. I object to any reservation. 
The SPEAKER. That is no poiut of order 


at all, and the Chair cannot answer jhe ques- 


tion. 


Mr. VOORHEES. TI should like to answer 


econd, that it is the true and || the gentleman from New York. 
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The SPEAKER. Debate is objected to on | 


poth sides of the House. 

Mr. VOORHEBS. I do not object to the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs | 
caying @ word if I can be allowed the same 


nrivuege- 
= COX. I object to debate. 
Mr. BANKS. ‘The gentleman from Indiana | 
must allow us to object to any reservation | 
made in behalf of his friends to the doctrines | 
of the resolution. ; 
Mr. VOORHEES. I could in a moment 
explain it so that there will be no objection to | 
+ upon the other side of the House. Is it in 
order for me to say that there is nothing par- | 
tisan in the resolution? 


Mr. SHELLABARGRER. | [rise to a parlia- | 


: . : | 
mentary inquiry, and it is whether we can have | 
4 separate vote on the different parts of the | 

' 
} 


9 
resolution = oad ae 
fhe SPEAKER. There can not be a sep: | 


arate vote. The geutleman from Indiana | 
moves to suspend the rules and pass the reso- 
lution, which will all be done upon one vote, 
and on that question the yeas and nays have | 
been ordered. 

he question was taken; and there were— 
yeas 73, nays 110, not voting 56; as follows: 


yEAS—Messrs. Acker, Arthur, Barnum, Beck, 
Bird, James G, Blair, Braxton, Bright, James 
Brooks, Caldwell, Conner, Cox, Crebs, Crossland, 
Dox, Du Bose, Duke, Eldridge, Forker, Garrett, | 
Getz, Golladay, Griflith, Haldeman, Haneock, Hand- 
ley, Harper, Joho T. Harris, Hereford, Herndon, 
Holman, Kendall, King, Kinsella, Lamison, Leach, | 
Lewis, Manson, Marshall, McClelland, McCormick, | 
Mellenry, MeIntyre, McKinney, McNeely, Benja- 
min k, Meyers, Morgan, Niblack, Hosea W, Parker, | 
Eli Perry, Price, Read, Edward Y. Rice, John M. 
Rice, Rogers. Sheldon, Shober, Stater, Sloss, Stevens, 
Sutherland, Terry, Turner, Tuthill, Vaughan, Voor- 
hees, Waddell, Walls, Warren, Wells, Whitthorne, 
Winchester, and Young—73. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Averill, Banks, Barry, 
Beatty, Beveridge, Bigby, Bingham, Austin Blair, 
George M. Brooks, Buckley, Buflinton, Burchard, 
Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, 
Freeman Clurke, William T. Clarke, Cobb, Coburn, | 
Conger, Cotton, Criteher, Darrall, Dawes, Donnan, | 
Duell, Dunnell, Eames, Farnsworth, Farwell, Fink- 
elnburg, Charles Foster, Wilder D. Foster, Gar- 
field, Goodrich, Hale, Halsey, George E. Harris, 
liavens, Hawley, Gerry W. Hazleton, John W. | 
Hazleton, Hibbard, Hill, Hoar, Hooper, Houghton, | 
Kelley, Kellogg, Ketcham, Killinger, Lamport, 
Lansing, Lowe, Lynch, Maynard, McGrew, McJun- | 
kin, Merecur, Merriam, Merrick, Monroe, Moore, | 
Leonard Myers, Orr, Packard, Packer, Palmer, | 
Isuac C, Parker, Peck, Pendleton, Perce, Aaron 
F. Perry, Peters, Poland, Porter, Prindle, Rainey, | 
Ellis H. Roberts, Sawyer, Seeley, Sessions, Shanks, | 
Shellabarger, Shoemaker, John A. Smith, Worth- | 
ington C. Smith, Snapp, Snyder, Thomas 7 Speer, | 
Starkweather, Stoughton, Stowell, Strong, ‘laffe, | 
Thomas, Twiehell, Tyner, Ugson, Wakeman, Wal- | 
den, Waldron, Wallace, Wheeler, Whiteley, Wil- | 
lard, Williams of Indiana, Jeremiah M. Wilson, 
and John 'T. Wilson—110. 

NOT VOTING— Messrs. Adams, Ames, Archer, 
Barber, Beil, Biggs, Campbell, Carroll, Coghlan, 
Comingo, Creely, Davis, De Large, Dickey, Edwards, 
Jitiott, Ely, Henry D. Foster, Frye, Hambleton, 
Hanks, Harmer, Hay, Hays, Kerr, McCrary, McKee, 
Mitchell, Morey, Morphis, Negley, Platt, Potter, 
Randall, Ritchie, William R. Roberts, Robinson, 
Roosevelt, Rusk, Sargent, Scofield, Sherwood, Slo- | 














cum, H.Boardman Smith, R, Milton Speer, Sprague, || 
Stevenson, Storm, St. John, Swann, Sypher, Dwight || 
lownsend, Washington Townsend, Van Trump, Wil- || 


liams of New York, and Wood—56. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof ) 
the rules were not suspended. 


Mr. VOORHEES. I now ask that the! 









joint resolution be referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, and printed. 

There was no objection; and the joint reso- | 
lution (H. R. No. 93) was read a first and | 
second time, referred to the Committeé on | 
Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. | 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I would like | 
to have the resolution which I send to the| 
Clerk’s desk referred in connection with that 
resolution. 


The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: | 


CUBA AND MEXICO. 


Resolved, That in the interests of civilization, phi- 
lanthropy, and Christianity the interposition of the 
people of the United States is demanded for pacific- 
Mout among’our territorial neighbors in Cuba and 

ico, 


Mr. VOORHEES. 


I object to that in the | 


thing, it is already embraced in the resolution 
| have offered. 


PROTECTION OF LIFE ON STEAM-VESSELS. 


Mr. NEGLEY, by unanimous consent, | 


presented certain amendments to the bill to 
amend the act to provide for the better secur- 
ity of life on board of vessels propelled wholly 
or in part by steam; which were referred to 


the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to | 


be printed. 
SURVEY OF CUIVER RIVER, MISSOURI 
Mr. KING, by unanimous conseut, submit- 
ted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and is 


hereby, requested, at his earliest convenience, to 
furnish this House with a copy of the report of the 


engineer departtnent in relation to the survey of | 


the Cuiver river, Missouri, from its mouth to Mos- 
cow Mills, in Lineoln county, which survey was 
ordered by act of the Forty-First Congress, third 
session, with the report made by the engineers in 
charge of said survey to the engineer department. 


DIPLOMATLU APPROPRIATLON BILL 


Mr. SWANN. I ask unanimous consent 
to report from the Committee on Appropri- 
ations abill making appropriations for the con- 
sular and diplomatic service of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending June 30, 18738, 
which I am instructed by that committee to 
move snall be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, ordered 
to be printed, and made the special order for 


Thursday next after the morning hour, and | 


from day to day until disposed of. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to reserve all 
points of order on the bill. 


No objection being made, the bill (H. R. | 
No. 1323) was received, read a first and gece- | 


ond time, ordered to be printed, and referred 


to the Committee of the Whole, and made the | 


special order, as moved by Mr. Swany, 
PRESERVATION OF FOREST TREES. 
Mr. HALDEMAN, by unanimous consent, 


submitted the following resolution ; which was | 


read, considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be 
instructed to inquire whether measures should be 
taken or a condition exacted by the Government 


whereby acertain percentage of each quarter sec- || 


tion of public lands sold to actual settlers or others 
must be planted with trees, or a certain percentage 


of existing forest preserved, in order that great | 


drought may be prevented or remedied in certain 
localities. 


ADDITIONAL LAND DISTRICT IN MINNESOTA, 


Mr. AVERILL. J ask wnanimous consent 
to introduce for consideration at the present 


| time a bill to create an additional land dis- 


trict in the State of Minnesota. 

The SPEAKER, 
length, after which the Chair will ask for objec 
tions, if any. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes the 
President to establish an additional land dis- 
trict in the State of Minnesota, embracing all 
that part of the present Alexandria laud dis- 
trict which lies north of the township line 
dividing townsbips one hundred and thirty-six 


| 


means, and in the next place, if it means any- | 


The bill will be read at | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 
| 


| 


Mr. AVERILL. I will say that this bill 


meets the unanimous approval of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. I wish furthermore 
to say that this proposition to make a new land 
district in Minnesota has been unequivocally 
and heartily approved by the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, whose letter is as 
follows: 


Wasurvoroy, D. C., January 25, 1872. 
Sir: I bave the honorto return herewith the form 


| of a bill submitted by you, authorizing the President 


|| to establish an additional land district in the State 
| of Minnesota, to comprise that part of the present 


| Alexandria land district which lies north of the 
| township line dividing townships one hundred and 


thirty-six and one hundred and thirty-seven north, 


| and west of the range line dividing thirty-five and 


thirty-six west. 


In reply to your inquiries in the matter, I reepect- 


fully state thatthe completion of the Northern Pa- 
cific railroad across the State, and also of the road 
from St. Paul to Breckinridge, has opened a way of 
rapid communication with the western and rorth- 
western portions of Minnesota, a fact of which set- 
tlers are fully aware, and which has induced them 
to press rapid 


ly into that portion of the State, 
The’ remoteness of the present office (Alexandria) 


from the lands and settlements north of township 
one hundred and thirty-six, and which would be 
accommodated by the new district, is a serious hin- 
derance to the development of that part of Minne- 


| sota, a journey of fifty to one hundred and fifty miles 








being requisite for the purpose of entering a claim, 
the expense attending which is quite a burden toa 
person of the class which generally seek the frontier 
tor homes, I therefore recommend the early pas- 
sage of the bill and establishment of the land office. 


Jery respectfully, 
WILLIS DRUMMOND, 


Commissioner. 


Hon. J. T. AVBRILL, House af Representatives. 


It is a matter of public necessity, and one 


that from my own personal observation is 
perfectly just and proper, and is demanded 
by hundreds and thousands of citizens and 
settlers in that tract of country. 

there will be no objection to the bill. 


[ hope 


Mr. STEVENSON. I wish to say, as a 


member of the Committee on Public Lands, 


that this bill has the approval of that com 
mittee. 


Mr. HOLMAN. With that assurance I will 


make no objection. 


No objection being made, the bill (H. R 


| No..1324) was introduced, read a first and 
| second time, and ordered to be engrossed and 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
read the third time, and passed. 
CONSTRUCTION OF STEAMSHIPS, ETC. 

Mr. BURDETT, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution ; which was 
read, considered, and adopted : 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Manufactures be, 


| and they are hereby, instructed to inquire into and 
| report to this Llouse what facilities exist within the 


United States for the production of such manufao- 
tured articles and materials as enter into the con- 


| struction of steam and other vessels, boats, and craft 


adapted to the navigation of the ocean and of the 
internal waters of the United States, the accessibil- 
ity and extent of the raw material found within this 


| country which enter into the composition of such 
| manufactured articles; whether such facilities for 
| manufacture are sufficient to meet the demand of 
| such a supply as will restore the United States to 


their former position among the maratime Powers, 


| and the comparative difference in the cost and quan- 


and one hundred and thirty-seven, and west of | 
the range line dividing ranges thirty-five and | 


thirty-six west of the fifth principal meridian, || 


and fix from time to time the boundaries 
thereof, which district shall be named after 
the place at which the office shall first be 
established, and the President shal! have power 


to fix from time to time the location of the | 
The second section | 
authorizes the President to appoint, by and with | 


office for said district. 


the advice and consent of the Senate, aregister 
and receiver for said land district whogshall 
be required to reside at the site of the land 
office for said district, and whoshall be subject 
to the same laws and responsibilities and whose 


| compensation, respectively, shall be the same 


as th:t now allowed by law to the land officers 
in said State. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think I must object to 
this bill unless it is reported frgm the Com- 


first place, because I do not understand what it || mittee on the Public Lands. 





| 


tity of such manufactured material and the like 
material produced and used in other countries, 


REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


Mr. YOUNG, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1325) to remove the 
disabilities of certain persous therein named ; 
which was read a first and second time. 

The bill provides for the removal of polit 
ical disabilities from David Irwin, Lewis ‘lum- 
lin, Warren Aken, James W, Harris, T. C. 
Howard, and Lafayetie MacLaws, of Georgia. 

Vhere being no objection, the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed and read a third time ; 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read 
the third time, and (two thirds voting in favor 
thereof) was passed. 

STATE DEPARTMENT BUILDING. 


Mr. GETZ. I ask unanimous consent to 
introduce for action at the present time the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds be instructed to investigate the 








work done on the new State Department in this city 
under the direction of Mr. A. B. Mullett, supervis- 
ing architect of the Treasury, and report to this 
House why a stone familiarly known as * Seneca 
sandstone” 
of granite, as ordered by the joint Committees on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, of the Senate and 
House; also, by whose authority the change was 
made; and whether the work is bemg done in a 
proper and substantial manner; whether it be true 
that the frost has seriously damaged the Seneca 
gandstone already used in the foundation walls; and 
that the committee be authorized to send for per- 
sons and papers and to take testimony on all ques- 
tions relating to contracts for stone and the work so 
far as it has progressed. 


Mr. NEGLEY. I object. 

Mr. GETZ. I move to suspend the rules in 
order to adopt the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot 
make that motion while the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [ Mr. Dawes] is on the floor. 

Mr. WOOD. I rise to a question of order. 
J submit that the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts has not the power to give another member 
of the House the right to introduce a resolu- 
tion by unanimous consent, and deny him a 
right to move a suspension of the rules in case 
of an objection. I submit that the motion for 
a suspension of the rules is entirely in order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s state- 
ment is true in the abstract; but it does not 
cover the existing state of facts. The gentle- 
man from Massachusetts was upon the floor, 
and at the suggestion of the Chair waived his 
right in order that business which could pro- 
ceed by unanimous consent might eatiedl If 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Woop] 
objects, that ends the matter. 

Mr. GETZ. If the Chair will entertain my 
motion to suspend the rules after the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] has 
had action on his proposition, I will not press 
ny motion now. 

Mr. WOOD. My point is, that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts cannot yield the floor 
to allow a resolution to be introduced by 
unanimous consent, and then refuse to admit 

a motion to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The very condition on 
which the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
Gerz] and other gentlemen have taken the 
floor was that they should submit propositions 
which would not cause objection. 

Mr. WOOD. I submit that by no contract 
between the Speaker and a member can the 
right to make a motion to suspend the rules 
be denied. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman must be 
aware that nothing is more common than an 
arrangement that business may be allowed to 
proceed by unanimous consent, and that if any 
matter arises to which there is objection it 
shall not be admitted. 

Mr. WOOD. I think that such an arrange- 
ment is a violation of the rules of the House 
and of the rights of members. 

The SPEAKER. ‘That very arrangement 
has this morning operated to the convenience 
of more than fifty members of the House who 
otherwise could not have presented their mat- 
ters of business, But as the gentleman from 
New York [| Mr. Woop] objects, the gentleman 
from Massachusetts will proceed. 

Mr. DAWES. I desire to call up the con- 
current resolution from the Senate providing 
for the final adjournment of Congress. 

CUBAN BELLIGERENCY. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Before the gentleman 
from Massachusetts proceeds with that busi- 
ness [ would like to make a single remark in 
the nature of a personal explanation. When 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Brooks] 
offered his amendment to my resolution in 
regard to Cuba, the Clerk in reading it sub- 
stituted the word ‘‘ classification”’ for ‘* pacifi- 
cation.’’ Of course I do not reflect upon the 
Clerk, because we all write badly, especially 
editors. But hearing the resolution in that 
way I could not make any sense of it, and 
consequently made the remark I did. I have 
had the curiosity to look at the manuscript, 





| 
| 


and find it in the word “‘ pacification.*’ 1 with- 


draw anything that might be considered as a | 


| reflection on the gentleman from New York, 
was used in the foundation walls instead | 


and am perfectly willing that his amendment 
shall go to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
The SPEAKER. 





If there be no objection |; 


the resolution of the gentleman from New | 


York {Mr. Brooks] will be printed in con- 
nection with that of the gentleman from Indi- 
ana, [Mr. Vooruees,] and will be referred 
along with it to the Committee on Foreign 
A ffairs. 

There was no objection ; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 


CLERKS IN INTERIOR DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the 
Secretary of the Interior, asking that he be 
authorized by Congress to employ twelve addi- 
tional clerks in his office; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 


LAKE MICHIGAN SHIP-CANAL. 


The SPEAK ERalso, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter of the Secre- 
retary of War, in answer to a resolution of the 
House of January 18, 1872, in relation to 
Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan ship-canal ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 


REV. JONATHAN L. MANN. 


The SPEAK ERalso, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, in relation to the relief of Rev. 
Jonathan L. Mann; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

ROBERT SOUTHERLAND. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, in relation to the petition of Rob- 
ert Southerland, for pay for certain alleged 
military services; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

BOWEN V8. DE LARGE. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a paper in the con- 
tested-election case of Bowen vs. De Large, 
from the second congressional district of South 
Carolina; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of Elections. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined 
and found truly enrolled, bills of the following 
titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (S. No. 390) granting a pension to 
Sarah Evans; 

An act (H. R. No. 4384) to establish certain 
post routes in the State of Iowa; and 

An act (H. R. No. 1061) to authorize the 
payment of duplicate checks of disbursing 
officers. 

FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. DAWES. I now call up the Senate 
concurrent resolution fixing the time for the 
final adjournment of this session of Congress. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In SznatTE, January 26, 1872. 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representa- 
tives concurring,) That each House of Congress shall 
be adjourned sine die by the Presiding Officer thereof 
on Wednesday, the 29th of May, §s72, at twelve 
o’clock m. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I trust the gentleman from 
Massgchusetts will allow me to submit a sub- 
stitute for the proposition of the Senate, to be 
read at the desk. 

Mr. DAWES. Wait a moment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope the gentleman will 
not object to the reading of my resolution. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, I call up this 
resolution thus early because it seems to me 
whatever disposition the House intends to 
make of it should be known at once, so that 
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the business of the House may conform , 
that action. It is unnecessary to say, sir, _ 
this resolution is unusual not only in its or; E 
but in the time of its introduction. Whi. 
every gentleman is desirous of making = 
short a session as possible, every man’s devicg 
to that end seems to fail. I suppose ¢) 
resolution had its origin in the idea, if we fix 
at the earliest possible moment the time oj 
adjournment, we should conform our business 
to that fact, and therefore should realize this 
adjournment; that is, be more likely to reali, 
it than by any postponement of the fact of 
fixing the time. In other words, if we fix qt 
the beginning the time of the 29th of May, we 
should so conform business to that fact that we 
should be more likely to adjourn on the 29th of 
May than if we waited a month or two before 
fixing the 29th of May. My own ideais that we 
can just as easily adjourn on the 29th of May 
as on the 29th of July, if we understand whey 
we commence work we are going to adjoury 
on the 29th of May. When we come here jp 
December for the session which by law term. 
inates on the 4th of March, with that know). 
edge, all the work of the session is disposed 
of before the 4th of March; and when we 
come here in December and the length of the 
session is indefinite and depends on ourselves 
as to when we shall adjourn, the session has 
generally been prolonged until midsummer, 
Whether the House think we should terminate 
this session on the 29th of May or at some 
later period, they will judge for themselves, 
I have called up the resolution so that what 
the House desire they will do now. = If we are 
to pass the resolution we had better, it seems 
to me, with all respect to the House, act upon 
it at this time rather than postpone it, and 
therefore I have called it up for action now, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. If the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] will yield to 
me, I would like to make a motion to refer 
this resolution to a committee. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker—— 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Dawes] is on the floor, and will 
state to whom he yields. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not desire to consume 
the time any further than is necessary. At the 
same time I do not desire to force a vote with- 
out allowing every gentleman an opportunity 
of expressing his opinions. Therefore, with 
the permission of the Chair, I will continue to 
hold the floor, and will first yield to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Farnswortu. } 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to makes 
motion to refer this resolution. I am not 
particular as to which committee it may be 
referred. I think it should be referred to one 
of the leading committees, either the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means or the Committee 
on Appropriations. This resolution is cer- 
tainly, as has been stated by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, ] a very un- 
usual one. I never have before known a reso- 
lution fixing the time for final adjournment to 
come from the Senate. We have sometimes 
sent to the Senate resolutions for an adjourn: 
ment, although always, I think, at a later 
period in the session than that at which we 
have now arrived; and it has been the practice 
of the Senate, almost universally its practice, 
to table our resolutions until near the end of 
the session. Now they have turned the tables 
upon us, and before they have passed a single 
bill—although we sent them a number of bills 
at the last session of Congress—a resolution 
is precipitated upon us fixing the time for the 
final adjournment of Congress. Everything 
must give way; amnesty must be postponed, 
revision of the tariff must be postponed, every- 
thing must give way for this adjournment. 

Now, there is no use of blinking this mat- 
ter. It appears to me as plain as day that the 
adoption of this resolution means, no revis- 
ion of the tariff at this session; it means, 
no reduction of taxation ; it means that we shall 
come here and do the bidding of certain gen- 
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tlemen, pass some appropriation bills, that 


they may 


with our fingers in our mouths 





| 


it 


run the Departments, and go home || bills which have already passed. 


Mr. DAWES, (inhis seat.) And ourmouths | 


jn the du 


st. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. Yes, sir; and our | 


mouths will be in the dust if we do this, and | 


ought to be. : 

And it means that the demands of the people 
f, 
fastened upon them shall not be heard 
and answered in Congress. 
opposed to the adoption of the resolution. 


now 


| desire to treat the Senate with the greatest | 
But I | 


courtesy and with all proper respect. 
ask tuat the resolution be referred to one of 
the committees I have indicated, and let that 
committee take the responsibility of dealing 
with it. It may be the proper course for the 
committee to report the resolution back to the 
House for its action. But let us not act likea 
ack of school-boys, and before we pass a bill of 
importance fix the time for final adjournment. 

Mr. DAWES. I think I must call the gen- 
tleman to order. It is not in order to reflect 
on the Senate. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Hasthe gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] yielded the floor? 
* Mr. FARNSWORTH. = Lhad about finished 
my remarks, but I understand the point of 
order has been raised that f am reflecting on 
the Senate. 


fhe SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman had not 


+a reduction of taxation and of the burdens | 


I therefore am | 


{ 
| 


| 
1} 





gone a sufficient length in that direction for | 


the Chair to consider it necessary to interfere 
with him. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [did not think I was 
overstepping the proper bounds of respect. 

Mr. DAWES. I yield to the chairman of 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I wish to call 
attention to one point which has not been 
mentioned so far in this discussion. For the 
last few Congresses we have had a short ses- 
sion, beginning on the 4th of March, at which 
time, in previous Congresses, the House got 
organized, had its committees appointed, and 
had its business in a shape for action; and 
we came here on the first Monday of Decem- 
ber with the various subjects studied out and 
the business of legislation well advanced in 
the minds of members. Very unfortunately, 
as | think, most unwisely as | confidently 
believe, Congress repealed the law which 
provides for the short session. This year we 
came here unorganized. No man knew on 
what committees he might have to act. No 
man could have made any special preparatory 
study for his work. The committees have had 
to start anew, which, in my opinion, was an 
unnecessary delay of business. And now, with 
the experience of the past, Mr. Speaker 

Mr. DAWES. I did not yield for any such 
remarks, 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I dare say not. 
[Laughter.] And now, with all the experience 
of the past before us, knowing that with all the 
helps we have hitherto had we have been com- 
pelled to sit here far into July—and I remem- 
ber that one August we-were still sweltering 
here, with the thermometer at ninety-nine 
degrees in the shade—with all that experience, 
and knowing the special disabilities of this ses- 
s10n, it is proposed we shall sit to the 29th 
of May, being about two months short of the 
period to which we have ordinarily sat, even 
when we had a preliminary short session in 
which our organization was completed. Now, 
so far as | am concerned, and so far as the 
Committee on Appropriations are concerned, 
we will do our very best to get our bills through 
the House as rapidly as possible. But I call the 
attention of the House to the unsettled pros- 
pect in some quarters. There are some rum- 
blings off upon the border of our fortifications 
in Some quarters that | may not now properly 
speak of, and we cannot hope that some of 
the appropriation bills that will come before 
the House will pass as readily and will have 





as easy a transit through the House as the two | 
I feel com- 
pelled, as the representative of the Committee 
on Appropriations, to say that I am not ready 
to drive down a stake the 29th of May, and 
say that beyond that stake we will not go. 

If the House will let me say one word more, 
I will ask if gentlemen are prepared deliber- 
ately this morning to surrender to the Senate 
the whole control of the management of this 
session of Congress. Pass this resolution, 
and the House of Representatives is utterly 
bound, without power to control the future 
legislation of Congress as to time. Refer this 
resolution to a committee, and it gives us a 
tiller whereby we can steer the legislation of 
Congress. I desire, therefore, that the House 
shall refer the resolution either to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations or to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, I do not care which, but to 
some appropriate conimittee. That is the 
only suggestion that I have to make. 

Mr. DAWES. Lyield now to the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Brooks. ] 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. The honor- 
able chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means will soon become aware, if he has not 
already done so, that in conducting the affairs 
before that committee it will be utterly impos- 
sible for us to make even a report upon the 
tariff before April or May. Itis ourduty, and 
we are now performing that duty, to hear all 
the great interests of the country pro and con., 
and it is the right of the people, of the great 
interests of the people, to be represented in 
person before that committee. No subject is 
of more importance than that of revenue, both 
internal and external; the one as important 
as the other, and we hope immensely to 
reduce that revenue, which the Administra- 
tion of the Government itself admits can be 
reduced. It is admitted on all sides now, as 
I said at the last session of Congress, that we 
are raising $100,000,000 more than are neces: 
sary for the expenditures of the Government 
independent of the payment of the public debt, 
and all certainly admit that at least to the 





| amount of $50,000,000 there should be a reduc: 





|| the once favored Golconda, exhibits to the 


|| like this ought no longer to exhibit. 


tion of taxation at this time. For years and 
years | have been a member of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, almost ever since I have 
been in Congress, and I give it as my delib- 
erate opinion that it is utterly impossible for 
us judiciously to report a bill for the action 
of this House before April or May, with a 
due regard to the representation of the great 
interests of the country before the commit- 
tee. I think, therefore, that the adoption of 
this resolution at this time would be equiv- 
alent to saying that we will continue to collect 
$100,000,000 by taxation from the people of 
the United States more than is needed, and 
that we will adjourn without any real reduc- 
| tion of the revenue. 

There is another subject of vast importance 
to the people of this country, of more import- | 
| ance even than the revision of the tariff, and | 
that, too, for the benefit of the manutacturers 
themselves, who are more dependent upon that 
than they are upon protection, and that is an 
early preparation for the resumption of specie 
payment. This Congress ought not to adjourn 
until there is some action upon that subject. 
| This country, now the richest in the world, 
with the greatest resources, with the most | 
abounding wealth, with treasure upon treasure | 
| in the bosom of its earth, far beyond that of | 


| whole earth a specimen of misery and poverty 
and rags which a great and wealthy coantry 
Tkis 
Congress ought to act upon that subject; per- | 
haps not immediately, but to settle upon some 
time when once more a dollar shall jingle in 
the poor man’s pocket, and the eagle peep 
through the interstices of his silken purse. 
There are also other topics of the greatest 
importance relating to our foreign affairs ; 
Cuba on one border and Mexico on the other, | 
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both in a state of high insurrection, in which 
it is necessary for this Government to inter- 
vene in some form or other. There are the 
fisheries, too, of great importance to this 
country, in which the gentlemen from Massa- 
chusetts are all deeply interested. And let 
me tell the new members that if this 29th of 
May shall be fixed upon as the day for the 
final adjournment of this session, in the hur- 


| ried rush of the appropriation bills through 


committees of conference between the two 
Houses, almost every measure of importance 
that gentlemen are interested in for their con- 
stituents will fail and fall necessarily, from 
our inability to act upon them. No man is 
more anxious to go to his household and home 
than | am, but as a public man I cannot con- 
sent at this early period of the session to lay 
down this bed of Procrustes, on which we shall 
lie right or wrong. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DAWES. I must yield, of course, to 
the great experience of my distinguished friend 
from New York, [Mr. Brooxs,] but I am 
sorry that that experience has brought forth 
so gloomy a prospect before us, that we shall 
be unable to make any report from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means until April or May. 
I have only to say that so long a process of 
incubation as that gives me but very little hope 
of any offspring that would be worth raising. 
{Laughter.} I hope that the Committee of 
Ways and Means will be able to report long 
before that time. But 1 suggest to him that 
if that gloomy prospect is actually before us, 
we had better know beforehand what is the 
opinion of the House upon this resolution; 
and that is the reason I called it up, simply to 
know what is the disposition of the House upon 
it. I shall address myself, with my friend 
from New York [Mr. Brooks] to the work of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, impressed 
equally with him as to its importance, but not 
having the benefit of that experience which he 
has, and therefore unable to say with certainty 
how long it will take for that committee to 
report. I did hope, in my experience, to see 
daylight long before April or May. If the 
House think that it is not wise to adjourn on 
the 29th of May, they ought to say it now. 
That is the reason I called up the resolution. 

| now yield to my colleague [Mr. BurLer] 
for five minutes. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I trust 
that this House will take into consideration the 
fact that this session has been practically pro- 
longed by a very considerable session in the 
spring of last year, wherein great reductions 
of the tariff were passed through this House 
and sent to the Senate. If I believed there 
would be no reform, no change in the laws in 
relation to taxation and revenue, I| certainly 
would not vote for this resolution ; but | am 
certain that if we fix a day on which we will 
adjourn we can work up to that day and ad- 
journ at that time. And I am certain, too, 
that this House will more than realize the ex 
pectations of the country if we have, what all 
the country always desires, a short session, in 
which we shall determine what shall be the 
condition of things in trade, in manufactures, 
and in other industries for the remainder of 
the year. If we stay here until August, then 
no man can arrange his business so that he 
will be sure that it will stand for a year with- 
out the interference of Congress. ‘The desire 
of the people is that we shall have a short 
session, and I for one believe they will hold us 
to the responsibility of doing between now and 
the end of May all the legislation necessary 


| to last from May to December ; and thatit can 


be done in the four months that now intervene. 

Again, I want to call the attention of my 
friend from Ohio, [Mr. GarFiELD, ] the chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations, to 
the fact that his bills to-day are much more 
forward than at any previous session of Con- 
gress; and that next year he will have to get 
them all through before the 4th of March, or 
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not at all. And if he can do it next year 
before the 4th of March, he certainly can do 
it before the 4th of March this year, and leave 
of months clear of him and his 
bills in which to do legislation. 

Again, I cannot agree that [ will not trust 
the Senate with this matter of business. I 
have not seen any such recalcitration on the 
part of the Senate that would show that they 
are not worthy of our confidence, at least of 
the conlidence of this side of the House, wheu 
three fourths of them are our friends, aad 
ought to be as anxious as we are for the pros- 
perity of the country and the success of all 
ideas of good government. 


usa ¢ VUpic 


Again, sir, | wish tocall attention to another 
matter which [| think fairly bears upon this 
question, Owing to public improvements a 
large portion of this city has been dug up. It 
is a universal rule in this climate that con- 
gestive fever follows the upturning of the soil. 
The upturning of the soil in ereeting our Army 
fortifications was well known as a producing 
cause of congestive fever. I venture to pre- 
dict that afier the hot weather sets in—and in 
hotter weather than 
during the month of June; for in July and 
August the sea breezes come up the bay and 
temper the air—the city must of necessity be 
more or less unhealithful. Now, whether we 
are called upon in of that to sit here 
later May is a question I wish in all 
caudor to submit to gentlemen of the House, 
for let me say that mortuary statistics showa 
greater proportion of deaths amoung Members 
of Congress during the long session here than 
among asimilar body of men in the same time 
anywhere else in the world. 

Now, then, whether we look to ourselves, 
whether we look to the country, or if we may 
be allowed to look to the good of the party, 
I think it due to all these considerations that 
we have a short session of Congress. If this 
session were to terminate our labors for the 
Congress we might be unwilling to leave cer- 
tain things undone when we would have no 
opportunity to repair the omission. But we 


il 


this climate there is no 


view 


than 


are to come here next December, and from 


December till March we shall have the oppor- 


tunity to cure all mistakes that we may have | 


made and to do all that may have been left 
undone, I trast this House will sustain the 
Senate of the United States in offering to us 
for the first time an early adjournment. I say 
that for the first time the Senate has offered us 
an early adjournment. It is true, as was said 
by the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. Farns- 
WORTH, | that heretofore the Senate has tabled 
our resolutions when we have asked for early 
adjournment. We have always complained of 
that action, and rightly, perhaps. But do we 
now propose to say in a spirit of revenge that 
their resolution shall be tabled? Shall we, 
the Representatives of the people, say that we 


1 | 
| that it was the personal interest of members 
to adjourn early, and also the interest of his | 


will not go heartily and cordially for an early | 


adjournment when the Senate has signified its 
willingness to adjourn early? When theSenate 
is willing to fix a time for adjournment and 
work up to it, shall we, the Representatives 
of the people, say we will not work up to that 
time? Unless we fix the time for adjournment 
now, we shall find ourselves here on the 4th 
of July, if not on the 4th of August. So that 
every consideration Moves me to give my vote 
for the earliest possible time of adjournment. 
If there should arise a public exigency requir- 
ing us to stay here longer, that consideration 
will address itseif to both Houses, and they 
can extend the time. 

Mr. DAWES. I yield to the gentleman 
from Indiana, [ Mr. Houman, } 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I hope the 
House will not adopt this resolution of the 
Senate. I trust that the House will not at 
this early moment, with the business of the 
session svarcely entered upon, bind itself to 
a time for adjournment. I was struck, Mr. 
Speaker, with the language of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, { Mr. Burter.] Heurged 


party; but I did not hear him assert that it 
was the interest of our country. I hope the 
gentleman’s sentiments will not be responded 


| to by the great body of the members of this 


| House. 


We come here for the purpose of 
performing such legislative functions as the 
iuterests of the country might demand. We 
come here in honor bound, as Representatives 
of the people, to see that their interests shall 
nos suffer at our hands; and I submit that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts well knows 
that to termiuate this session as early as the 


laiter part of May is not only to deprive the | 


couutry of the benefit of a fair consideration 
; 





of public measures, but to crowd the business 
of legislation from the halls of the two Houses 


and take it before that questionable power, | 
the committee of conference, composed of | 
three members of each branch, in which the | 


public voice is entirely silent, and in which 
the will of the nation, which should be ex- 
pressed through the legislative department, is 
subordinated to the will of six Representatives 
of the people. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 


If he so understood me, he is mistaken. | 
said the passage of the resolution was de- 
manded by the interests of the country, the 
interests of the public business, and, if 1 might 
be allowed to add it, the interests of party. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I did not hear the addi- 


tional remark, and of course the gentleman | 


has the benefit of the correction, 

But, Mr. Speaker, the adoption of this reso- 
lution means that the great measures of legisla- 
tion shall notbeconsidered, Itmeansthe tariff 
sball not be reformed and labor relieved from 
its Oppressions, that the internal taxes shall 
not be reduced. It means that no measures to 
revive our almost lifeless commerce shall be 
entered upon. ‘There aré measures in refer- 
ence to which the public will has been clearly 
expressed, 
New York ov one measure to which he has 
referred, 


be the injustice to the country of an early 
adjournment, if it should have the effect of 


striking down that species of legislation, L | 


should esteem an early adjournment a public 
benefit, no matter what measures of legisla- 
tion might fail. 

Mr. Speaker, I propose a substitute for the 
resolution now pending, which expresses the 
sentiments of gentlemen on this side of tle 
House in reference to the time when the House 
should adjourn, and I ask to have it read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this House that 
Congress should not adjourn until the necessary 
revision of the tariff shall be effected, and the in- 
ternal revenue tax reduced, and the abuses of the 
present civil service corrected and reformed by 
necessary legislation, to the end that the various 
industries of the country be relieved from the pres- 
ent oppressive burdens of taxation, and purity and 
efficiency secured in the administration of public 
affairs. 

Mr. DAWES. The gentleman should also 
include the ten commandments. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. HOLMAN. ‘Uhere are those thrét great 
subjects on which the country demands legisla- 
tion. The country demands a revision and 
reduction of the tariff. The country demands 
at our hands that the internal taxation shall 
be reduced. The country demands legislation 
to purify the administration of public affairs 
and the correction of abuses that now startle 
and agitate the public mind. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] made a 
joeose remark which I did not hear. Does 
he mean these three great subjects of legis- 
lation are not to be considered? 

Mr. DAWS8. I have yielded to my col- 
league [ Mr. Banxs] if the gentleman is through. 


Will the | 
gentleman allow me to say @ single word? I | 
know he did not intend to misrepresent me | 
when he said that I did not urge this resolu- | 
tion in behalf of the interests of the country, | 


I shall differ with my friend from | 


I shall differ with gentlemen in | 
reference to the land bills; and great as might | 
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Mr. HOLMAN. I am not through. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. The gen 
tleman will allow me to move this amendme.. 


. . ‘ os 2 hep 
to his substitute, ‘‘and civil rights to a ; 


\ 
il Men 


Mr. HOLMAN. I had supposed that haa 
been effected already. The gentleman’s party 
has been in absolute power in every depar. 
meut of the Government for many years, and 
is responsible if it has not been done, 7 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, 
pose to do it in four months now. 

Mr. HOLMAN. But let that be includeg 
If his party bas not secured the rights of all 
men before the law, then it has failed to avail 
itself of its unexampled powers. 

Mr. DAWLis. =I do not think my colleagys 
needs any justification before the country, [ 
now yield to my other colleague, [Mr. Banxs,] 
the chairman of the Committee on loreign 
Affairs. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, no one would be 
more ready to adjourn by the last of May thay 
myself if | thought the business of the country 
could be transacted by that time. My belief 
is that it cannot be transacted in the time speci- 
fied. If we pass the resolution of the Senate 
‘alled up by the honorable chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. Dawes) 
the Committee on Appropriations will occupy 
nearly the whole time between this and the 
day nxed for the adjournment sine die of the 
two Houses. There would be a great many 
important subjects cut short by that adjourn. 
ment except in the intervals between the 
action of the House and the Senate on these 
single measures. 

Now, sir, the Committee on Foreign A ffairg 
comes eurly in the list of committees. [| do 
not believe the committee will be called in the 
order of business before the 1st of March or 
the middle of March. If this resolution be 
passed it will only have one opportunity of 
reporting upon important matters of business 
referred to it during this whole session. | 
know very well the appropriation bills may be 
taken up and passed in the time specified, but 
| am perfectly well aware many important sub- 
jects of legislation which have been committed 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs will not 
be considered as they ought to be by this House 
for want of time. 

There are many questions referred to us in 
the message of the President of the United 
States. Certainly no presidential message has 
givev more satisfaction to the country than that 
which the President of the United States sent 
to us at the beginning of this session; and it 
was because it touched upon those subjects 
which the people wished to have considered 
and upon which they desire action. I can 
name only a few of them. ‘There are the re 
duction of taxes, the interests of labor, ow 
relations with Mexico, which are delicate and 
threatening, Spanish affairs, the tariff. civil 
service reform, the increase of the Navy, tlie 
telegraph and postal system, the Ku Klux 
legis!ation required by the condition of the 
South, general amnesty, and many other mat- 
ters of importance. Now, if the House accep's 
this resolution to-day to adjourn before the eud 
of May there will be no one of these questions 
that will have an opportunity of fair, free, and 
full discussion and impartial decision. /he 
whole time of the House and of the Senate wil! 
be necessarily occupied with appropriation 
bills, and every one of us will be obliged to 
accord to the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations the right to the floor whenever 
he shall ask it, because we know it will be of 
the last importance that the appropriation bills 
shall be passed, in order that we may not have 
a special session in this year of the presiden- 
tial election. 

Then there is the question of our treaty rela- 
tions with England, which is of the greatest 
importance, and which cannot be disposed of 
in a hurry, without full discussion. And de- 
pending upon that question, and as important 
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s the treaty itself, comes the question of the 
readjustment of our commercial relations so 
4s to provide for the immediate and prospect- 
ve renovation and restoration of our com- 
TT aes sir, this House will at least give us 
‘ye advantage of having the authority of a 
responsible committee of the House before it 
shall decide to pass this resolution. 

“Mr. DAWES. 

man from New York, [Mr. Cox. ] 

“Mr. BANKS. Just let me add one word. 


' 


| should have said that in addition to the | 


I now yield to the gentle- || 


nestion of treaty relations with Great Britain | 


‘here is the still more important and still 


more threatening and delicate subject of our | 


relations with the Spanish Government, and 


especially with reference to the affairs of Cuba, | 


which are attracting the attention of the whole 
country, and which demand of us immediate 
and prompt and decisive action. — 
Mr. DAWES. 1 now yield a few moments 
to the gentlemanfrom New York, (Mr. Cox.] 
Mr. COX. Il commend the gentleman from 
Massachusetts who last spoke for not making 
thisa party matter as his colleague [Mr. Bur- 
ter] had made it. And lam especially struck 
with the last remark he made 
Mr. BANKS. I hope the gentleman will 
not compliment me at the expense of my 
political associates on this side of the House. 
Mr. COX. I shall never compliment the 
gentleman at the expense of any one after 
iis remarks this morning, in which the gen- 
tleman covered up something, in his peculiar 
and dignified style, which I do not understand, 
but which I shallno doubt understand in time. 
But Imean to make this remark: that whereas 
the gentleman from Massachusetts who last 
spoke did not put this question on party 
evounds, the gentleman from Massachusetts 
who preceeded him did so. Truth creeps 
unawares upon caution. ‘This isa party move- 
ment, and you all know it; it is designed to 





S avoid issues and to carry your presidential 


election. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
is very clear we ought to pass the resolution. 

Mr. COX. I thought 1 would smoke that 
gentleman out. The gentleman from Maasa- 
chusetts [Mr. Dawes] attempted to make a 
little ridicule of my friend from Indiana [ Mr. 
Homan] by proposing that he should add the 
ten heeaniaiiainets to his resolution—mean- 
ing, I suppose, thereby especially the one 
which says: **’Thou shalt not steal;’’ because 
in getting through the appropriations before 
the 29th of May there will be considerable 
grand larceny committed. 


The gentleman from Massachusetts—I mean || 
the distinguished soldier from Massachusetts, | 


if you can find out who that is, [langhter]—the 
gentleman from Massachusetts says this is a 
party question, and that we ought to run away 
trom our business and go philandering around 
the country taking an example from other ofli- 
cers of the Government. 


health. He says there has been some turn- 
ing up of the soil. They have struek some 
sandstone formation in stirring up the soil of 
this city, [laughter,] and it is unhealthy; and 
so it is unhealthy for us to stay here and do 
our duty; unhealthy perhaps physically, and 
unhealthy for the party which seeks to shirk 
the issues which the people demand we should 
meet, 

As to the remark made by the distinguished 
chairman of the Committee on loreign Affairs, 
there 18 much in it, especially in reference to 
our difficulties with England not yet settled. 

would not speak in this House any words, 
even the lightest word, to embarrass the nego- 
Nations or commissions which are now pro- 
gressing. But I believe it is the feeling of 
men who know that we are in danger of losing 
all we thought to gain by the Geneva con- 
ference, and that in September, when the final 
award is made, we may see our commissioners 


42p Cona. 2p Sess.—No. 44. 


Then it | 


The gentleman says | 
we ought to do this with a view to our physical | 

















| could not debate it any further. 


| 





and lawyers come back 


fited by reason of the bad management of our || 
1 
| ration of the time it, shall become apparent 


foreign affairs in the last three or four years. 
Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker—— 
Mr. COX. Oh, I have not come to the 
real point, if the gentleman will allow me. 


| (Laughter. ] 


Mr. DAWEs. 
wait a moment. 

Mr. COX. I wanted to state to the country 
in a plain, syuare way—and the gentleman can 
easily see the point, though he did not make 
it himself—the real point in this case, which is 
to carry on your political campaign without 
investigation. The real point is to go before 
the committee on a pretense to reform the 
revenue like the miserable mediling with the 
tariff in the last Congress which gave no re- 
duction camparatively. And then the Com- 


If the point is coming I will 


mittee of Ways and Means will come forth |, 
(| from their shell, [laughter,] and they will 


produce some delusive reduction at the last 
moment, and hurry it through like the bill of 
the last Congress, which pretended to make a 
reduction of $20,000,000, when it was really 
in the shape of a compromise, and an exaction 
from the people on many articles. The House 
It was passed 
in a hurry, and the Republicans went out and 
claimed credit for reducing the revenue, when 
in fact they fastened the tariff still more 
strongly upon the labor of the people and the 
industry of the country. 

Now, I want these investigations that are 
proposed here togoon. 1 want, if possible, the 
South to be pacified, regardless of political 
success. I am not so mucha partisan as some 
members of this House, (although I am ac- 
counted as much in earnest on that subject, ) 
but for one, I am willing to set an example to 
the President and to the Secretaries and to the 
heads of bureaus who spend their summers 
everywhere except at their business. [Laugh- 
ter.] Do not let us follow so bad an example 


'| was passed. 
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here utterly discom- || For myself, I am willing to try the experiment 


whether we can discharge this duty within the 
coming four months; and if, before the expi- 


that some bill essential to the public interest 


| may need a longer time for consideration, it 
| is as competent for the commanding majority 


in the Senate, amounting to three fourths of 
the body, that. sent us this resolution, to re 
scind it, as it was for them to pass it in the 


| first place; and it is equally possible for the 


|| Republican majority in this House to do so 


also, as we have seen it done before. It is a 
poor compliment to the Republican majority 


| of the Senate and the House to say to them, 


that, having matured the needful legislation 


| for the country, they will run away from the 


capital when they know its passage is essential, 
rather than to rescind this resolution. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. The gentleman says 


| this resolution can be rescinded as easily as it 


Does he reflect that it took the 


| Senate two weeks to pass it? 


| they could have passed it iu two days. 


Mr. BINGHAM. ‘The gentleman says it 
took them two weeks to pass it. That is a 
catch-phrase unworthy of the gentleman, for 
am 


| quite well aware that the previous question 
| does not obtain in the Senate, but 1 am equally 


| well aware that there is an end to human 
endurance. If there is a party in this House 
that is to-day represented in the Senate op- 
| posed to the passage of this resolution, they 
'can put themselves before the country and 
| stand grandly in history by voting against the 
rescindment of it, after allthis outbreak of 
patriotic indignation at the proposition for an 
early adjournment. ‘I'he gentleman from Ili- 
'nois [Mr. Farnswortn] will do well to come 
| in to repair breaches in his logie and oppose 
| its rescindment when the Democratic party 


|| stands here to-day solid against the passage 


while drawing pay for a fuil year’s service, a | 


salary of $5,000. 
Mr. DAWES. After the non-partisan speech 
of my distinguished friend from New York, 


{laughter,] I have only to say that it is much | 


easier always to preach than to practice, and 


that it has been impossible to make him under: | 


stand that his faith without works is dead. 


I now yield for five minutes to the gentleman | 


from Ohio, the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I think, Mr. Speaker, that | 


the alarm which has been raised here might | 


have been addressed to some other party than 
to the party which is in control of both branches 
of Congress. 


} 
| 


They have been charged by the | 


people as the majority to take care of the need- | 


ful legislation of the country, 
is of the opinion that whatever duties devolve 
upon us under the trust of the people can be 
well and fully performed by the 29th day of 
May next, a period four months hence. It 
ought to occur to gentlemen who raise these 


The Senate | 


objections that if in the mean time it be ascer- | 
tained by the party responsible to the country 


for the needful legislation that what is abso- 
lutely essential to the prosperity of the people 
cannot be consummated betore the time named 
in the resolution, the party that adopts the 
resolution can rescind it without asking 
instructions from any other party, and without 
asking their votes even. 

The gentleman from New York [ Mr. Brooxs] 
has been good enough to intimate that instead 


of looking to the legislation of the country | 


we are to engage here in the business of mak- 
ing political speeches about the merits of this 


man or that man for the Presidency, the merits | 


of this party or that party. 


In my judgment | 


all such discussions are out of place on this | 


floor. Our business here is to attend to the 
legislative wants of the country, and having 
attended to that duty, to adjourn and go back 
to the people and answer to them for the man- 


| of the resolution. If toward the close of the 
four months it becomes apparent that the pub- 
lie interest demands that the resolution be 
| rescinded and the legislation of the country be 
permitted to go on, who will oppose it? Will 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Farns- 
| WORTH] oppose it? Will the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Brooks] oppose it? Will 
any gentlman in the Senate representing in 
common their views expressed here to-day 
— it? IT rather think not. 
say again that the Republican majority in 
the House and in the Senate are responsible 
to the country for the necessary legislation. 
Surely they can trust themselves and not con- 
sult the minority on that subject. And if at 
the end of the time named it shall appear that 
there is essential legislation not then disposed 
of, they can appeal to those gentlemen who 
are so anxious that the legislation of the coun- 
try shall not be obstructed to rescind this 
resolution, and I take it for granted they will do 
it. I am in favor of passing this resolution now. 

Mr. DAWES. now yield to the gentle 
man from Connecticut [Mr. KeLioce} for a 
question. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I wish simply to ask the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means [Mr. Dawes] whether he can assure 
the House that he will have ample time, should 
this resolution be adopted, to report the bill 
repealing the income tax, and a bill to repeal 
the other internal revenue taxes that should 
be repealed? 

Mr. DAWES. That ten majority which the 
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Keiioce} 
precipitated upon us against the repeal of the 
income tax instructed us very much. 

Mr. KELLOGG. The gentleman cannot 
shield himself in that way. The eighty-three 
absentees at that time will take care of that 
if the gentleman will report the bill. 

Mr. BANKS. I desire to ask my colleague 
a question? 

Mr. DAWES. 


I will yield for a question 


| only, for I have promised to yield to the gen- 
ner in which we have discharged this trust. || tleman from Indiana [Mr. Kerr] for a time. 
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Mr. BANKS. If the House shall pass this 
resolution now, will it be competent for the 
House to rescind it, if we shall become satis- 
fied that it should be rescinded? 

Mr. DAWES. It cannot be rescinded, of 
course, without the concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. BANKS. Then we must leave it to some 
other body to rescind it, if necessary? 

Mr. DAWES. How much.time does the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Kerr] want? 

Mr. KERR. Give me five minutes. 

Mr. DAWES. I will yield to the gentleman 
for five minutes. 

Mr. KERR. I do not want to find any 
politics inthis resolution. On the contrary, I 
am willing for the present to admit that it has 
no politics in it. Personally | am in favor of 
the shortest possible sessions of the Congress 
of the United States, and I believe that every 
gentleman on this side of the House is in favor | 
of a short session. But we are also in favor, 
and this primarily and all the time, of the Con- 
gress, before it adjourns, performing those 
most important duties of needful legislation 
and reform which now especially rest upon it, 
and which the people of this country at this 
time more than at any other time in the last 
ten years expect and demand that Congress 
shall meet manfully, boldly, and honestly, and 
discharge intelligently and effectively, so as to 
give substantial and speedy relief to the suffer- 
wig people, and to establish more equal laws, 
and restore civil government all over the land, 
and rebuild our prostrate commerce. 

We on this side of the House desire that 
before this Congress shall adjourn it shall con- 
sider and legislate appropriately upon all the | 
great questions that have lately been agitated 
in the country. I believe I can truthfully say 
that the popular mind of this country has not 
during the past ten years been more clear and 
intelligent or more imperative in its demands 
upon Congress for reform than it is to-day; 
and it will be an unpardonable evasion of duty | 
on the part of the party responsible for the 
action of this House if we adjourn before the 
just expectations of the people are fairly and 
reasonably met and answered. Why should 
we resolve now when we shall adjourn? We 
have been in session but a few weeks. ‘The 
committees are only fairly organized. They 
have not yet much more than begun earnest, 
systematic, and effective work. Numberless 
bills have been introduced, and a very few 
have been acted upon; but the great part of 
the work of the session remains to be yet 
matured and considered. I say, therefore, it 
is impossible that we can at so early a day 
wisely and safely fix a limit to the time that 
we will or ought to spend in deliberation upon 
the business of the country. As the session 
wears on, and the great subjects of appropria- 
tions, supplies, revision of the tariff, reduction 
of taxation, reform of the civil service, and 
others are disposed of, we can then approach 
this matter intelligently. 

But it is said by gentlemen on the other side | 
that if we resolve now that on the 29th of 
May we will adjourn, and if when that time | 
arrives the business of the country is not done, 
we may rescind that resolution. Mr. Speaker, | 
{ need only to appeal to the observation and | 
experience of every gentleman in this House to 
bear me witness in the assertion that a repeal 
under such circumstances would be most dif: | 
ficult, if, indeed, it were not simply impossible. 
Allsorts of covsiderations—partisan, personal, | 
and political—would come in to resist and | 
prevent a repeal and to force an adjournment, 
whether the business of the country was done 
or not. We ought first to proceed with the | 

regular business of the session in the most || 
expeditious manner consistent with proper || 
deliberation, and when we have thus reached | 
such a point that we can with certainty see the || 
end, we may then with propriety resolve that at | 
some future day we will adjourn. But I know || 
of no example in the practical experience of || 
this House when the day of final adjournment || 


' nays were taken on the passage of the resolu- 


| voting in the affirmative were the distinguished 


| moments ago against the propriety of an early 


| Mr. Farnswortu, to refer the resolution of the 


_ in the attirmative—yeas 129, nays 77, not voting | 
| 33; as follows: 





was fixed by Congress more than a few weeks 
before the period of actual adjournment had 


referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


{ 

| 

 . ; 
arrived. I hope this Senate resolution will be I 

| 


Mr. DAWES. I now yield fora few minutes | 
to the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. May- || 
NARD. | | 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to call the atten- || 
tion of the House to a fact to which the older | 
members will testify, that at no previous | 
session has the public business been so far | 
advanced at a corresponding period of the | 
session as it is now. The almost unexam- | 
pled—perhaps I might say entirely unexam- | 
pled—instance of the legislative appropriation | 
bill passing through this House as it did a few | 
days ago, almést unchallenged, is an indication |, 
of the easy disposition we are likely to make | 
of that class of legislation. 

This question of adjournment is not a new || 
question. I find by the record that two years 
ago at an earlier period in the session than | 
at present—the 19th of January, 1870—Mr. | 
Stiles, then a Democratic member from Penn- |! 
sylvania, introduced a resolution, which I will 
ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

** Be it reaolved by the Senate and Hoveae of Repre- 
sentatives, &c., ‘That the President of the Senateand | 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives do | 
declare their respective Houses adjourned sine die 
at twelve o’clock m. on the second Tuesday of April 
next. 
Mr. MAYNARD. When that resolution was | 
offered I with some others thought the time pro- 
posed too early, and a motion was made to lay 
the resolution on the table, but it failed. The 
previous question was ordered, and the yeasand | 


tion. I ask the Clerk to read the names of 
those who voted in favor of that resolution to 
adjourn on the second Tuesday in April. 

Mr. DAWES. ‘The reading of those names 
will take a longer time than | can spare. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Then I shallask to have 
the list incorporated in my remarks, simply 
calling attention to the fact that among those | 





gentleman from New York, [Mr. Brooks, } his 
colleague, [Mr. Woop,] my friend from Indi- 
ana, [Mr. Kerr,| who has just addressed the 
House, and the other gentleman from Indiana, 
[Mr. Ho_man,] who was so emphatic a few | 


adjournment. I append the list of those who 
voted for that resolution: 


“Yras—Mesers. Axtell, Beck, Biggs, Bird, Boyd, 
James Brooks, Burr, Calkin, Crebs, Dickinson, Dox, 
Eldridge, Getz, Golladay, Greene, Griswold, Haight, 
Haldeman, Hamill, Heaton, Heflin, Hill, Hoge, Hol- | 
man, Thomas 8S. Jones, Judd, Julian, Kelley, Kel- || 
Jogg, Kerr, Knott. Lawrence, Marshall, Mayham, 


| McCormick, McCrary, McNeely, Mercur, William | 


Moore, Morgan, Mungen, Niblack, Pomeroy, Pot- | 
ter, Randall, Reading, Reeves, Rice, Rogers, San- 
ford, Schumaker, Porter, Sheldon, Sherrod, Slocum, || 
Stevens, Stiles, Stone, Strader, Swann, Sweeney, 
Taffe, Trimble, Van Auken, Van Horn, Voorhees, 
Ward, Wells, Wheeler, Winans, Winchester, Witcher, 
Wood, and W oodward.’’ 

Mr. DAWES. I now call the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded and 
the main question ordered. 


The first question was upon the motion of 


Senate to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
On agreeing to the motion there were—ayes 
91, noes 68. 
Mr. KILLINGER. I demand the yeas and | 
nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided 


YEAS— Messrs. Acker, Arthur, Averill, Banks, 
Barnum, Beck, Beveridge, Biggs, Bird, Austin Blair, 
James G. Blair, Braxton, Bright, George M. Brooks, 
James Brooks, Buckley, Buffinton, Burchard, Cald- 
well, Carroll, Coburn, Coghlan, Comingo, Conner, 
Cotton, Cox, Crebs, Critcher, Crossland, Davis, 
Dawes, Donnan, Dox, DuBose, Duke, Dunnell, El- 
dridge, Farnsworth, Farwell, Finkelnburg, Forker, 
Henry D. Foster, Wilder D. Foster, Garfield, Garrett, 
Getz, Golladay, Goodrich, Griflith, Haldeman, Han- 


| 
| 
| 


ee 
Qe 


| McHenry, McIntyre, McKinney, MeN 


| maker, Worthington C. Smith, Thomas 


| Thomas, Wasbington Townsend, Turner, 
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cock, Handley, Hanks, Harper, John’ ° 
Hereford, Hibbard, Melaan, Heepes art 
Kendall, Kerr, Ketcham, King, Kinselia, La 


+ Hay, 
htop. 
Misop, 
ellan l, 


Benjamin F. Meyers, Mitchell, Morey. serrick, 


: Morgan 
Niblack, Orr, Packard, Hosea W. Parke Ban, 
Parker, Aaron F. Perry, Eli Perry, Poca eeaae C 
Prindle, Rainey, Read, Edward Y. Rice, Jy} mee 
Rice, Ritchie, Rogers, Sargent, Shanks Shell: 
barger, Shober, Slater, Sloss, John A. Smith Sne, a- 
Sprague, Stevens, Stevenson, Sutherland "Swaee 
Taffe, Terry, Tuthill, Twicheill, Tyner, Van Trun”’ 
Vaughan, Voorhees, Waddell, Warren Wait 
Whitthorne, Willard, Williams ‘of Indiana, y¢ 
miah M. Wilson, Winchester, Wood, and Young—15 

NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Barber, Barry, Beaty 
Bell, Bigby, Bingham, Burdett, Benjamin fF. Butle’ 
Roderick R. Butler, Freeman Clarke, Willian T 
Clarke, Cobb,Conger, Darrall, Dickey, Duell, Eames: 
Edwards, Charles Foster, Hale, Halsey, George F 
Harris, Havens, Gerry W. Hazleton, John W. Hari. 
ton, Hill, Hoar, Kelley, Kellogg, Killinger, nn 


seach, Lewis, Lowe, Manson, Marshall, McC) 


| port, Lansing, Lynch, Maynard, McCormick, Mo. 


Grew, McJunkin, McKee, Mercur, Merriam, ‘Moy 
roe, Leonard Myers, Negley, Packer, Palmer, Pec} 
Pendleton, Perce, Peters, Poland, Porter’ Ellis 
H. Roberts, Rusk, Sawyer, Seeley, Sessions’ Shoe. 


J. Speer 
Starkweather, Stoughton, Stowell, Strong, echo’ 


Wakeman, Walden, Waldron, Wallace, een. 
Wheeler. Whiteley, and John T. Wilson—77, 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Ames, Arc} 
Campbell, Creely, DeLarge, Elliott, Ely, }ry¢ 
Hambleton, Harmer, Hawley, Hays, Herndon, Me. 
Crary, Moore, Morphis, Platt, Randall, William k 
Roberts, Robinson, Roosevelt, Scofield, Sheldop, 
Sherwood, Slocum, Il. Boardman Smith, Snyder 
R. Milton Speer, Storm, St. John, Dwight Town: 
send, and Williams of New Y ork—33. fs 


So the resolution was referred to the Com. 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


During the vote, 

Mr. McCLELLAND stated that his eo. 
league, Mr. RanpaL_, who was absent, was 
paired on all questions with his other colleague, 
Mr. Harmer. 

So the vote was then announced as above 
recorded. 

Mr GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolution was 


ler, 


| agreed to; and also moved that the motion 


to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


NEW STATE DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. GETZ. I move to suspend the rules, 
for the purpose of introducing the following 
resolution : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds be instructed to investigate the 
work done on the new State Department in this 
city, under the direction of Mr. A. B. Mullett, super- 
ane architect of the Treasury, and report to 
this House why a stone familiarly known as Sen- 
eca sandstone, was used in the foundation walls, in- 
stead of granite, as ordered by the joint Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds of the Senate and 


| House. Also, by whose authority the change was 


made; and whether the work is being done ina 


| proper and substantial manner; whether it is true 


that the frost has seriously damaged the Seneca 
sandstone already used in the foundation walls; 
and that the committee be authorized to send for 
persons and papers, and to take testimony on all 
questions relating to contracts for stone, and the 
work so far as it has progressed. 


Mr. MAYNARD. 1 move that the House 


, do now adjourn. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. If the House should now 


| adjourn, how Jong will it be before this ques: 
| tion again comes up for action? 


The SPEAKER. It will be the first thing 
in order at the close of the morning hour on 


/ next Monday. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I suppose, then, that the 
motion to adjourn was made to prevent the 
House passing this resolution. 

Mr. POTTER. Yes, let us have it now. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
101, noes 5. 

So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were suspended, and the resolution was 
adopted. 


CLAIMS REPORT. 


Mr. PORTER, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which, under 
the law, went to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, That five thousand extra copies of House 
Micellaneous Document No. 16 (the report of the 
commission of claims) be printed for the use of the 

ouse, 
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nEMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. | it is a part of the arrangement that amend- 
Mr RAINEY, by upanimous consent, in- | ments shall be admitted ? ; 
“need a bill (H. R. No. 1326) to remove | Mr. PERCE. I propose to admit amend- 


political disabilities from persons therein |; ments on which the sense of the House may 
the pou ; 


vamed; Which was read a first and second |, be taken before the bill is finally disposed of. 
s Mr. HOLMAN. We are to understand that 
time. 1] 


The bill, which was read, provides that all || the bill will be open to amendment generally? 
aolitical disabilities imposed by the fourteenth | Phe SI BAKER, he Chair begs that the 
‘ mendment to the Constitution of the United || understanding shall be explicit as to that 
Cintas, by reason of participation in the late || point. — Does the gentleman propose to with- 
“ebellion, be removed from H. W. Carter, || dtaw his motion to recommit, so that any gen- 
Andrew J. Stringer, and W. F. Colcock, of || tleman can move amendments? 

An 1 : || Mr. PERCE. I propose to admit amend- 
South Carolina. ; , Prop : e 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and || "tents after the discussion is closed, so that 
~oad a third time; and being engrossed, it was || they may be ipye tm without debate. | Si 
accordingly read the third time, and passed, he SE SAKIR, After the discussion is 
‘wo thirds voting in favor thereof. closed the gentleman proposes to admit by con- 
~ Mr. RAINEY moved to reconsider the vote || 82nt as many amendments as may be offered. 
hy which the bill was passed ; and also moved With that understanding, the Chair will again 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the || submit the proposition to a viva voce vote. : 
table. || The question being again put on Mr. Perce’s 

The latter motion was agreed to. 1 — “4 suspend . a it “7 agreed to, 

} . eee wo thirds voting in favor thereof. 
EDUCATION OF THE PEOPLE. Mr. KELLOGG. I move that the House 

The SPEAKER. The chairman of the Com- |) do now adjourn. 
wittee on Education and Labor [Mr. Perce] || 
desires to come to an understanding with the 
House in regard to the future management of 
q bill reported by that committee. 

Mr. PERCE. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the consideration of the 
pill (H. R. No. 1043) to establish an educa- | 
tional fund and to apply the proceeds of the | 
publie lands to the education of the people | 
he taken out of the morning hour, and that 
Friday of this week and Tuesday of next week 
afier half past one o’clock be designated for 
the consideration of said bill, to the exclusion || 
of all other orders ; and that the previous ques- 
tion be considered as seconded and the main | 
question ordered at three o’clock on the second | 
day of debate. 





| mittee on Appropriations is on the floor. 


APPLICATIONS FOR PENSIONS. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


I ask unani- 


tion. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Senate be requested to return 
to this House the bill (H. R. No. 511) entitled “A 
bill fixing the time from which pensions heretofore 
granted, or wnich may hereafter be granted, shall 
commence, and extending the time for the filing of 
applications for the same.”’ 


The SPEAKER. 


Appropriations ? 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I do not. I 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. Is not Friday devoted to || ask that a letter from the Commissioner of 
private business ? | Pensions be read. 
The SPEAKER. It would be, unless by | The Clerk read as follows: 


order of the House other business takes pre- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
eedence. PENSION OFrFIcE, W ASTROTOK. D. C., 
: : . ° ; J » 20, 1872. 
Mr. PERCE. My motion is that the bill ; ; pi nsplece 
' . ° Str: In accordance with your request,under date 
shall be considered only after the morning 
hour. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I object. 


on Appropriations, I herewith present an estimate 
Tin QPRARKRRR : : curred by the passage of House bill No. 511, relative 
lhe SPEAKER. Does the chairman of | to the extension of the time within which applica- 
the committee desire one hour for debate after || tion for pension may be filed, in order to take etlect 
the previous question is seconded ? || from the date of discharge or death of the person on 

\ oD + . ° whose account the pension has been or shall here- 

Mr. PERCK. Certainly. after be granted. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on sus- || | The resultsfurnished have been reached by a crit- 
pending the rules and making the order indi- ical saeminae 2 a number of the cases on file 80 
rated by th hai f tk C . large and varied as to give a fair av erage estimate 
cated by the chairman ot i 1e Committee On || of all cases that would be affected by said bill. 
Education and Labor. The Chair will order Should said bill become a law, it is estimated that 
tellers, and appoint the gentleman from Mis- the additionalappropriation thereby induced would 
sissippi [Mr. Perce] and the gentleman from 
Wisconsin, [Mr. ELpripek. } | 


probably reach the sum of $32,000,000, of which 
Mr. PERCE. Idesireto say just one word, | 





$6,000,000 would be necessary for the readjustment 
of claims already admitted, and the remaining 
$26,000,000 would be required for claims which shall 
hereafter be admitted, in installments of which the 








if the House will allow me. || exact figures derived by our proportions are as fol- 

Mr. SLOSS, I object. || lows: 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to say that when | 1872 eoceescecccecccees se ccecces soceseeseccoeses Ceeeesbes toecoeses $1,870,038 
I objected to the order proposed by the gen- | RT ONT rie cinerea a ent 
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. Perce] I was |} 1875.00 3396/96 
not aware that the motion was made in accord- | 1B 76..c.sescrcsecsersessseceseseserecsnssssceseeeereaseanses ose _ 108 
ance with an arrangement satisfactory to the | ee rae onpaggrcomaesopoospnrtnntesnter tennant - 3,999,260 
members of the committee. Learning that |) 1879.0 
fact, | withdraw my objection. ay SU lend Sbectiosh id citinte Raniealk bcdebaelspp than scnacukavceeaatone 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Let the order || ON Sissi os cece akc kaenssen sive oko 4..$26,095,218 


be made, 
work, 


Mr. PERCE. 


It will open the morning hour to 2 
The computation of the rate at which claims are 
now disposed of is one of the basis of proportions 
| above indicated, and shows that the last of the cages 
| probably to be affected by the proposed bill will not 
| have been adjudicated before December, 1580, the 
approximately estimated date for final action upon 
all of them. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. H. BAKER, Commissioner. 


The object is to give com- | 
mmittees an opportunity to report. The bill is | 
now in the morning hour, and is blocking the | 
whole business of the House. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I have withdrawn my 
objection, understanding that the arrangement 
was satisfactory to the minority as well as the 
majority of the committee. | 

Mr. HOLMAN. I renew it. 


priations, 


bh Mr. MOORE. If it will be in order, and if 
lhe SPEAKER. The Chair appoints the || I can have the consent of the House, I would 

gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hotman] as one | like to make a remark or two in reference to 

of the tellers, instead of the gentleman from || that resolution. 

Wisconsin, [Mr. ELprinee. ] || The SPEAKER. Debate can only proceed 

Mr. McINTYRE. I desire to know whether | by unanimous consent. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The SPEAKER. The chairman of the Com- | 


mous consent to offer the following resolu- || 


Does the gentleman re- | 
port this resolution from the Committee on | 


|| of the 19th instant, through clerk of the Committee || 


of the additional expenditure which would be in- | 





| Hon. J. A. GARFIELD, Chairman Committee on Appro- | 
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Mr. HOLMAN. Is the resolution before 
the House? 
The SPEAKER. The motion of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio is to suspend the rules. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 1 will yield to 
the gentleman from Il nois. 
| Mr. MOORE. If the resolution will go by 
on an objection | will object to its considera- 
tion at the present time, but if it isthe purpose 
of the gentleman to move a suspension of the 
rules and to call the previous question on the 
resolution, I would like to have the privilege 
| of making a remark. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
gentleman for a speech. 

Mr. MOORE. 1 wish to say that so far as 
the report which has been read is concerned | 
have no doubt but that it is made to this House 
in good faith, but if it is made in good faith, I 
say that it is made upon a very hasty and 
careless investigation of the subject. From 
the very first there has been an attempt made 
to prejudge the question in reference to the 
extension of the time of making application 
| by claimants of pensions, by publications made 
in the newspapers, and by dispatches from the 
Interior Department to the public press. I have 
known, and this House knows, that for some 
reason or other the Interior Department has 
taken it upon itself to make the declaration 
that this measure ought not to pass. Now | 
take it upon myself to say that the people of 
this country are not disposed thus to act 
toward the men who sustained the very life of 
| this country in a time when the President of 
| the United States was crying out, ‘‘ My king- 
dom for another man,’’ and yet the further 
we recede from the scenes of that war the less 
we are inclined to appreciate the services of 
the men who suffered in the country’s defense. 
Now, sir, | want to say another thing in refer- 
ence to this matter, and that is that I am not 
|| concerned greatly in reference to how much 
| money is required to meet the honest claim of 
|| these men. If the claim is just the country is 
willing to pay it. It is not manly, in my 
Opinion, to come here and say that because it 
involves a large amount of money, therefore 
the Government will not meet these claims 
| aud do its duty toward its defenders. 

Now, sir, 1 am willing that this matter 
should be fairly discussed, but | am not will 
ing that by the dictation of the Interior De- 
partment a bill shall be overslaughed in this 
House before the country hears of it or be- 
fore there is opportunity fully to investigate it. 

[ want to state another point in reference 

to this question. A report was put forth in 
| reference to arrears of pensions recently, 
| stating that the amount involved would be 
| $15,000,000, and now the Commissioner of 
Pensions issues a statement that it willamount 
| to $82,000,000. The Committee on Invalid 
Pensions has sent a request to the Secretary 
of the Interior, or rather to the Commissioner 
of Pensions, asking how many pensioners there 
were upon the roll in 1867, the time when the 
limitation commenced to operate in certain 
cases, and how many on the pension-rolk in 
1868, how many claimed back pensions, and 
so on from year to year to the present time. 
This report has not yet been received. We 
| are waiting for that report. We intend to in- 
| vestigate the question thoroughly, and to ascer- 
| tain as far as it is possible what the expense 
will be. But then, sir, we say that these claims 
ought to be met, and that this cry that the 
expense will be a heavy one is no argument. 
It is an easy thing for this House to vote an 
appropriation of $50,000 to feed an expedition 
from abroad that is to come to this capital, 
and it is an easy thing for them when some 
| great matter is before the House to mako 
| large appropriations, but when small claims 
ure to be dealt with, claims of those w 
fered in defense of this country, there is atre 
|| mendous hue-and-cry from a ceriain quarter 
coucerning it. I hope the resolution will not 
be considered. 


I yield to the 


| 
} 


1} 


ewho sul- 











sees 
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Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I rise to say 


two things in response to the gentleman from | 
Illinois, and the first is, that so far as I know |! 


the Pension Office have done only their duty in 
responding to categorical questions submitted 
tothem. The Committee on Appropriations 
authorized me as their organ to make this in- 
quiry of the Department. i made it, and asked 
them to take their time in making the estimate. 
The Commissioner of Pensions was before the 
committee, and the Secretary of the Interior was 
there, and what they said to us was subsequent- 
ly put down in writing in more careful detail. 
‘That report has come to us, and I know of 
no other action whatever taken in that Depart- 
ment except this in response to a demand of 
a committee of this House, which it was their 
duty to make, If there is any fault in the 
matter, it is the fault of the Committee on 
Appropriations. ‘They felt, when a bill like 
that had passed this House at an early hour 
of the day’s session, at fifieen minutes past 
twelve o'clock, when it did not appear that the 
ultention of the House was called to it; when 
there was no debate upon it; when there were 
no yeus and nays on it; when there was not 
even @ rising vole upon it—the Committee on 
Appropriations thought it was well to see to 
What extent that bill would go in its demands 
upon the Treasury. 1 want to say to the gen- 
tieman tbat it is not merely a question of jus- 
lice that we are talking of. 
now on the pension-rolls who served in our 
Jate war, and they are to-day drawing their 
pensions month by month. 
given their gratuity to these people, and given 
it worthily, | doubt not, in at least three fourths 
of the cases. 

Now shall we, with one stroke of the pen, 
by one act that it took us but a minute to pass, 
make our entire pension Jaws and all our pen- 
sions under those laws revert back to the period 
when the injary was received, and at a single 


All these men are | 


The country has | 


blow add more than thirty two million dollars | 


to the expenses of this Government, without 
any investigation at all? The gentleman says 
the committee are investigating this matter. | 


am glad to bear it; L only wish they had made | 
their investigation before the bill passed this | 


House. Ail Laskis thatthe bill may be brought 


back here aud referred tothem for considera- | 


tion, 


back here in order that 1t may receive what it 
never had befure, a hearing in this House; 
that is all, 

Those gentlemen who have charge of our 
an tell us that this bill, of it shall 


1 do not ask the House to act adversely | 
upon it; Lask only that the bill may be brought |! 


ecome a law, will add $82,600,000 to our | 


expenses, 
and the Commissioner of Pensions concurs with 
him, that one fourth of all the pensions on our 
rolls to day are, in his judgment, deliberate 


and outrageous frauds, Now, one fourth, or at | 


least one eighth of this $32,500,000 will go | 


to sharpers and rascals, to the claim agents 
of the coun'ry, who are not soldiers, and who 
have no right to this gratuity from the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
pensions are fraudulent, why does not thé 
Commissioner of Pensions correct the fraud? 
He has ample power to do it. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
my statement. 
here, | understand it will be in the condition 
of a bill ou its reconsideration. I believe 
this is rather a new question in parliamentary 
law, and therefore I will appeal to the Speaker 
to state the condition of the bill when it comes 
back from the Senate under this resolution. 
Will it not then be in the condition of a bill 
whose passage has been moved to be recon- 
sidered? 

The SPEAKER. There is no direct rule 
upon the subject. But if, under a suspension 
of the rules, the House should request of the 
Senate the return of the bill, the Chair would 
entertain a motion to recommit, so that the 


Let me finish 


If so many of these | 


When the bill comes back | 


action of the House upon it could in that way | 


be revised. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I wish the House 
to remember that when we take action like 


this in the name of sympathy, or even in the || 


name of justice, we should be sure that our 
sympathy and our justice are not made the 
means of feeding a vast crowd of rascals who 
follow in the wake of all good things, so that 
they may pick up in the name of Christian 


| charity whatever crumbs they can. 


Mr. BIRD. 
of the Committee on Appropriations [Mr. 
GARFIELD] if he has ascertained through tle 


| Department whether these rascals get upon 


/the pension-roll through this House and its | 


| Committee on Pensions, or through the De- 


partment itself? 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I mean no reflec- 
tion on this House or upon its committee. 


| But I will say to the gentleman, that the Com- 


missioner of Pensions, as well asthe Secretary 
of the Interior, were questioned on that sub- 


| ject, and they said that this was the manner 


in which these frauds were committed: claim 


agents, lawyers, who had nothing else to do 
but to work up matters of this sort, briefless 


barristers, went around to those who had been 
in the Army, and drummed up cases, made up 
claims for them, in many cases got forged 
evidence of disability, or forged evidence of 
sounduess before they went into the Army; 
that the worst possible cases were those best 
proved. In other words, the man who gets up 


_ athoroughly rotten case, would, when hestarted 


out to lie, do so strongly and unscrupulously, 
and hence his papers would be prepared in the 
most complete and convincing manner. Both 
these officers told us that in this way papers 
had been brought to them which on their face 


were conclusive as to the rights of the parties; | 


aud it was only here and there that they had 
‘*smoked out’’ a dishonest agent, finding some- 
times that a hundred cases had been got through 
on papers which were frauds from the begining 
tothe end. That was the reason we inserted 
in the appropriation bill last week an increase 
of nearly fifty thousand dollars to enable the 


_ Commissioner of Pensions to ferret out frauds 


‘Lhe Secretary of the Interior says, || 


on the pension-list. He told us that he had 
almost come to the conclusion that it would be 
wise to print, at the expense of the Govern- 
ment, the entire list of pensioners, and to post 
up in counties and towns the rolls of those 
drawing peusions from the particular vicinity, 
so that all good citizens might be invited to 
examine those rolls, and help the Government 
in ferreting out these frauds. 

Now, sir, groaning under such a load as the 
Pension Office is now groaning under, itis not 
surprising that the ofticers should feel some 
anxiety when this enormous additional weight 
is about to be put on their shoulders. They 
ought to feel such an anxiety; and 1] hope no 
member of this House will blame them for 
feeling it, but that members will rather assist 
them in making the way clear to put our pen- 
sioners in such a position that they will receive 
the justice and even the gratuity of the Gov- 
ernment without opening the door to the 
frauds that are now being perpetrated upon 
that Department. I hope that no man in this 
House wilkobject to the passage of this reso- 
lution for the return of the bill referred to. 

I yield to the gentleman from New Jersey, 
(Mr. Bir. ] 

Mr. BIRD. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say 
that in the last Congress the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions very steadily refused to allow 
to petitioners back pensions. I thought that 
resolution of the committee wise and just; 
and [ am exceedingly obliged tothe gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. GarvieL_p] for putting this 
question in the shape in which itis now pre- 
sented, in order that the subject may be more 
deliberately considered by this House. There 
are now before the committee a hundred or 
more petitions asking these back pensions. 
We have laid them aside for the purpose of 


I desire to ask the chairman | 
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SS 
considering their merits very fully and cars 
fully, and if possible presenting a bill whi.) 
may elicit more deliberate action on t} 
the House than this question has yet 


The question presented for cong 








ich 
1€ part of 
received, 
ideration 


is, whether these petitioners are justified in 


asking to have their pensions extended back» 
Shall they be paid a larger amount than they 
have hitherto received? The question ig yo: 
whether the Government is being imposed 
upon by rascals; it is not whether here aud 
there an individual is filling bis pockets 4 
taking advantage of this gratuity. N, : 
let that question be determined in the 
department. It will, 1 believe, be properly 
determined by the Commissioner o! Pensions: 
and | trust this Congress wiil give him ample 
power to ascertain who the rogues and rascals 
are and to bring them to condign punishimey; 

{ understand that he already has the power to 
do so; and | bid him God speed in executing 
justice upon the rascals ; for L have discovere, 
long since that these rascals are numerous. 
Cuses prepared by them come before our coy. 
mittees in various furims—cases supported by 
affidavits verifying on their face every @sgey. 
tial fuet in the case. Over and over ugain we 
have bad the strongest evidence of the greut- 
est amount of rascality perpeirated upon the 
Government through this particular species of 
chicanery. I say it should cease, aud the 
sooner the better. 

But the great and important question for this 
House to determine is, whether or not these 
individuals who have sutfered go severely in the 
service of their country, who have lost eyes, 
feet, arms, legs, whose families are suffering, 
whose infant children, in many cases, have bat 
insufficient support, shall receive an increased 
bounty st the hands of this wealthy Govern- 
ment. As I have said, it has heretofore seemed 
to me wise and just to resist these app ications ; 
but when 1 consider the repeated claims of 
this kind, the large number of the petitioners, 
and the anxiety manifested by them, | am cou- 
strained to pause, and am willing thatthe ques: 
tion shall again be brought before this House. 

Mr. MOORE. Mr Speaker,1 wish to call 
the attention of the House to the fact that this 
bill passed the House twice during the last 
Congress, but did not reach the Senate. |i 
was ugain passed in this House after due de- 
liberation and report by the Committee oa 
Invalid Pensions. When the law of 1862 was 
first passed the limitation was fixed at three 
years, aud subsequently it was extended toa 
period of five years. Searcely any of the 
claims before the Pension Bureau had been 
affected by the limita:ion before 1867. Now 
the Jaw is they are to be paid back to the 
date of the death or to the time when the 
right to the pension accrued, provided they 
are filed in time. Up to this very time there 
are pensions being granted in the Pension 
Bureau to persons now applying, which reach 
back to the date when the right to the pension 
accrued, simply for the reason that they have 
applied within five years. There are other 
cases equally meritorious, which have no sort 
of fault to them on the face of the earth, 
except that they failed to apply before the 
expiration of the five years after the right 
accrued, and are therefore cut off from having 
their pensions dated back to the date of deuth 
or to the time when the right accrued. There 
are hundreds of cases of just this sort coming 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions every 
day, and if this House refuses to extend the 
time it will be unjust to these people, for be 
it understood they are as meritorious as any 
of those cases where the right has been 
granted to have the pension go back to the 
date of death or the time the right to pen 
sion accrued. : 

I ask you, Mr. Speaker, and gentlemen 0! 
the House, how are we to undertake to deal 
with these appeals which come to us for relief’ 
There are numerous instances of poor widows 
and orphans living in obscure sections of the 
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y who had no conception of their rights 
the Government, and never made appli- 
cation till some one happened to suggest they 
were entitled to pensions. This nation, in view 
of the services rendered by these people can- 
not afford to be unjust to them at this time. 
Our stupendous war brought into the service 
of the Government people from all classes, 
-om the lowest classes, and people of every 
nationality. I have in mind the case of a 
foreigner NOW in this city, who, after having 
taken out his nataralization papers entered the 
cervice and was crippled for life, and it is only 
within a few months past that he has learned 
fom one of his own countrymen, the minister 
resident, that he was entitled to @ pension. 
He made his application, and now can get 
a pension only from the date of filing last 
proof. Now, does the Government propose 
to provide by law that it shall take advantage 
of the ignorance of these people, and to deny 
them what they are justly entitled to, because 
they have not made their application in due 
“me, and when the failure to make applica- 
jon was really no fault of theirs? 

[ wish to say to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations [Mr. GarFieLp] that 
the extension of the time does not play into the 
pockets of the claim-agents. There is a law 
now on the statute book that no claim-agent 
shall have any pay whatever for securing to 
any man his back pension. We propose that 
shall stand in the law as it is to-day, and that 
no claim agent shall reap any benetit from this 


countr 
yonder t 


act. There willtherefore be no new stimulant, | 
applied to busy agents by this new act of | 
which the gentleman complains; no new frauds | 


cau thusarise. The measure only relieves those 
who are already adjudged to be meritorious 
claimants. 

Now then, Mr. Speaker, I contend that this 
Government is able to be just. If there is any- 
thing which appeals to this people more than 
anything else, 1t is the condition of crippled 
soldiers and suffering widows and orphans in 
this country, who are in distress because of the 


invaluable services they have rendered to this || 


Government in the time of itsperil. Iremem- 


es, school houses, institutions of Jearning, our 
furms, Our homes, and even our lands were 
almost worthless, so long as along line of gray- 
backs stood in stubborn array against the life 
of our great Republic. I remember when we 
resolved to prosecute the war until the last 
rebel foe yielded to the authority of the 
Government. it was in consequence of the 
heroic support of our people in response to 
every appeal for help that we are now the 
greatest Government in the world. It is be- 


cause of the patriotism of our people, which || resolution was reported from my committee, || 


never manilested itself so grandly and so glori- 
ously in any country before. When | remem- 


ber all these things, I for one shall never || 


consent to any act of injustice on the part of 
the Government toward the soldiers who sus- 
tained us during the rebellion. 
very well when I and my friend from Qhio 


I remember || 


| should be made without the most positive 


| evidence to sustain it. This House do not 
believe the statement; the country do not, 
believe it, and cannot, unless they should con- | 
| clude that the Pension Bureau is a nuisance, 
and ought to be abated. 

I admit that there have been frauds perpe- 
trated in this direction, and in what other 
department have there been nw frauds. But 

| since the passage of the act to pension soldiers 
of the war of 1812, we have heard most in 
| reference to such frands. But I say that if 
every fourth man that was pensioned was pen- 
| sioned fraudently, there is certainly a screw 
| loose somewhere in the Pension Bureau. 
| They certainly ought to have managed better 
than to have been overreached by every fourth 
| man who was preferring hisclaim. But I do 
| not believe that, sir. I have the utmost con- 
| fidence in the Commissioner of Pensions. I 
| believe that he is a gentleman, and I believe 
| that he proposes in every respect to do his duty, 
and | would not intimate anything to the con- 
trary, but he must excuse me for not agreeing 
| with him here. 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have given 
| the gentleman and the House my authority for 
| these statements. I now call for the previous 
| question. 
| The SPEAKER. The motion is to sus- 
pend the rules, and debate has been proceed- 
ing by unanimous consent. 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I asked unani- 
mous consent to introduce a resolution and 

have the action of the House upon it, and I 

heard no objection. 

The SPEAKER. No objection to what? 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. To passing the 
| resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Doesthe gentleman thén 
| understand that the resolution was passed, and 
| that debate has been proceeding since by 
‘| unanimous consent? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I understood 
that this was a resolution which does not re- 
| quire a suspension of therules. I asked unan- 
imous consentto introduce it for consideration, 


|| and no objection having been made, it was || 
ber well the time when we felt that our church: | 


introduced and debated. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair does not think 
that that was the apprehension of the House. 
| It certainly was not his. ‘This is suspension 
| day. Resolutions are introduced to-day be- 
| cause two thirds of the House can control 
| action, and unanimous consent is not needed. 
| Would the gentleman have withdrawn his 
| resolution if unanimous consent had been with- 
| held? 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I asked unani- 
The Chair inquired if the 


i 
} 
} 
{ 


|| mous consent. 


| and I replied that it was not. 
| TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Ohio 


| standing. But the Chair understood that the 


| resolution was introduced under the power to || 
If the | 


move for a suspension of the rules. 
| gentleman merely sought to introduce it by 


were riding on horseback in the Army, andthe || unanimous consent, that can be determined 


weary soldiers trudged on in the mud before 
us, and I swore then that I would never forget 
the private soldier who fought in defense of the 


now. 
| Mr. CREBS. If unanimous consent be 
| necessary to a consideration of the resolution, 


country. I say it is small, and it islittle in the | I object now. 


Government to say, because fifieen or twenty | 
millions of money are to be spent we will not || and he believes the House understood that the 
do justice to these men. We would have given 
our right eye, we would have given our title- 
deeds, rather than not to have these men brave 

uring the war, and in defense of the country, 


when every interest was in peril. 
One word more. 


claims, 


The SPEAKER. 


not debatable. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 


should not be uttered before the country with- || tion. 


out some evidence of its truth. 


Ido not be- | 


The question being put on suspending th« 


lieve the statement. It is extravagant, and | rules, there were ayes fifty-four. 


it is eminently unfair that such a statement 


Before the other side was counted, 


The Chair wnderstood, 


debate was proceeding by unanimous consent | ‘ 
under @ motion to suspend the rules, which is || Garland, M. D., and an affidavit of Dr. Francis 
And he apprehends that the | 

House would consider that an undue advan- || 
tage was taken of its consent if a call for the 
It has been stated that || previous question were now admitted. 

one fourth, of our pensions are fraudulent | 
I take it on myself to say that no- 
man knows it to be true, and such a statement || move to suspend the rules and pass the resolu- 


I desire to take 
no such advantage of the House, and I now || 
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| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
| 





I do not desire 
any further count. 
So (two thirds not having voted in favor 
| thereof) the rules were not suspended. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


| 
| Mr. ELDRIDGE. i demand the regular 
| order, and if there is no motion to adjourn 
| pending, I make that motion. 

The SPEAKER. One or two gentlemen 
| desire to introduce bills for reference. 


| JACOB DAVIS. 


|. Mr. NEGLEY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
| duced a bill (H. R. No. 1327) for the relief 
| of Jacob Davis, late a second lieutenant in 
| the eighty-filth Pennsylvania infantry volun- 
| teers; which was read a first and second time, 
| and referred to the Committee on Military 
|| Affairs. 
REFUND OF INTEREST TO MISSOURI, 


| 

| Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri, by unani- 
|| mous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
|| 1828) to refund interest paid by the State of 
'| Missouri on money expended ae hes on account 

| of the war for the suppression of the rebel. 

lion; which was read a first and second time, 

| referred to the Committee of Claims, and 

| ordered to be printed. 


REMOVAL OF DISABILITIES. 


| Mr. McHENRY. Iask unanimous consent 
'| to introduce a bill removing the political dis- 
|| abilities of L. A. Sypert, Tae VY. Trafton, 
A. J. Sisk, and John Couch, of Kentucky. 
Mr. CONGER. I object. 
Mr. McHENRY. I hope the gentleman 
_ will not insist on his objection. These purties 
|| are asking for this relief. J have their letters 
‘| in my possession. Three of them had been 
\| deputy clerks, and the other only a constable. 
Mr. CONGER. Let the bill be read. 
| The b:ll was read. 
| Mr. CONGER. I withdraw my objection. 
There being no further objection, the bill 
| (H. BR. No. 1829) was received, read three 
'| times, and passed. 


| 
' 


SALT LAKE AND PORTLAND RAILROAD, 


| Mr. SLATER, by unanimous consent, from 
\| the Committee on the Public Lands, reported 
|| a substitute for the bill (H. R. No. 137) grant- 
‘| ing lands to aid in the construction of a rail- 
) road and telegraph line from Great Salt Lake 
|| to Portland, Oregon; which was ordered to 
'| be printed and recommitted to the committee, 
| not to be brought back by a motion to recon- 
| sider. 
| Mr. KELLOGG. 
|| now adjourn. : 
The motion was agreed to; and accordingly 
_ (at four o’clock and seventeen minutes p. m. ) 
|| the House adjourned. 


I move that the House 


may be stating correctly what was his under- i 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


‘The following petitions, &c., were presented 
| under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
'| committees : 

By Mr. BANKS: The petition of Mary J. 
| Morse, widow of Dr. Julius H. Morse, fora 
|| pension, accompanied by the certificate of the 
| marriage of Miss Mary J. Chubb to Julius H. 
| Morse, late a physician in the volunteer Army; 
a letter of Hon. John K. Tarbox, State sen- 
ator of Massachusetts; an affidavit of G. W. 


| L. Wheaton. ; 
| By Mr. BARNUM: The petition of Mrs. 
|| Elizabeth Gavin, for a pension. 
| By Mr. BEVERIDGE: The petition of 
| Rowland A. Colby, for arrears of pension. 
| By Mr. BROOKS, of Massachusetts: The 
| petition of John Fraser and others, for com- 
| pensation for services rendered in examining 
| the plans and specifications for the jail in 
Washington, District of Columbia, &c. | 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
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Penelope I. Heald, of Fall River, Massachu- 


ela, prayit fa pension. 
Also, the memorial of Henry E. Bates and 
60 others, citizens of Chatham, Massachusetts, 


praying a light-house to be established at 
Wood Ind bar, in Provincetown, Massachu- 


etts. 

By Mr. COGHLAN: The memorial of 
lames McLeary and 235 others, praying Con- 
yress to enact a law to prevent the disposal of 

public lands, except to actual settlers, in 

Wited ui ices. 

By Mr. COTTON: The petition of citizens 
of Scott and Clinton counties, in the State of 
lowa, praying the establishment of a post route 
from Davenport via Amity, Allen’s Grove, and 
Buena Vista, to Calamus, in said State. 

Also, the } n of George Grettenberger, | 


1 citizen of the State of lowa, praying arrears 


By Mr. DUELL: The remonstrance of 
ell, Dennis Ryan, and others, 
Syracuse iron-works at Ged 
des, New York, against a change of the exist- 
ing tariff upon such articles as are successtully 
produced ink LuuIs ¢ puntry. - 
Z: The remonstrance of 160 
rolling-mill of the Phila- 
delphia and Reading Railroad Company, at 
ania, against any change of 


the existing tamff laws abating or abolishing || 


the duties upon such articles as are successfully 
produced in this country, and praying the 
repeal of all dutic 
necessaries of life that cannot be produced in 
the United States. 

By Mr. GOLLADAY: The petition of wine 
and liquor dealers in a praying @ 
reform and simplification of the laws for levy- 
ing and collecting duties on spirits, Ke. 

By Mr. GOODRICH: 
D. Kinny and others, envelope manufacturers, 
&e., praying for appropriate legislation reliev- 
ing them from Government competition. 


upon tea, coffee, and other 


The pe tition of H. | 


T. Pate, praying that certain questions of 
claims by him, for indebtedness, against the 
United States be referred to the Court of 
Claims. 

By Mr. HOUGHTON: The memorial of 
the Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco, 


asking an appropriation for the removal of | 


| Rineon rock in the barbor of San Francisco. 
Also, the memorial of citizens of San Fran- 


cisco, praying an appropriation for the same | 


purpose. 

By Mr. KERR: The memorial of Rev. 
| J. ‘I’. Johnston, of Alexandria, Virginia, for | 
| relief against a sale of his property for taxes, 
| under the Federal direct tax law of 1862, and | 
| asking that certain proceeds of the sale be 
|| repaid to him, less expenses, out of the Treas- | 
ury. 

Also,the petition of the United States let- 
ter-carriers of Indianapolis, Indiana, for an 


increase of their salaries from $600 or $800 to || 


$1,200 per annum, alleging the present rates 
to be too low to supply comfortable subsistence 
to the persons employe -d, if they have families. 
By Mr. KINSELLA: The petition of the | 
president and trustees of the South Brooklyn || 
| Savings Bank, of Brooklyn, New York, asking 
'| the repeal of the tax now imposed on savings 
institutions. 
| ByMr. LANSING: The petition of citizens 
of Oswego county, New York, for the repeal of 
the tax on savings banks. 
sy Mr. MAYNARD: The petition of Mrs. 
|| Mary E. Seay, of Knoxville, ‘Tennessee, pray- 
| ing compensation for property lost while her 


'| the Army during the rebellion. 
|| By Mr. McHENRY: The petition of Mary 
J. Jones, praying the Government to relinquish 
title to a tract of land in Daviess county, Ken- 
tucky. 

By Mr. MERCUR: The petition of William 
Twist and 48 others, workers in the National 
Iron Company’s works, of Danville, Pennsy]- 





Also, the petition of sundry citizens, (manu- || vania, remoustrating against a reduction of 
tacturers, consumers, &c., of tobacco, ) praying |} duties upon such articles as are successfully 
niforn on manufactured tobacco. | produced in this country, and in favor of the 
\!so, the netitio m of Aaron Ogden and || repeal of all duties upon tea and coffee, and 
rs, journeymen cigar-makers, praying an || other articles of necessity and comfort not 
increased tariff on imported cigars. || produced in the United States. 

By Mr. HALSEY: ‘The memorial of Mr. S 3. || By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of John 
B. Dodd on bebalf of the trustees of the Ste- B. Wirt and 18 others, letter-carriers of Indian- 
vens Institute, at Hoboken, New Jersey, ask- || apolis, Indiana, praying an increase of com- 
ing thatthe internal revenue tax of $47,500 pensation. 


paid by them in 1870 may be refunded. 


Also, the petition of wholesale dealers in | 


liquor, and rectifiers, of Newark, New Jersey, 


asking that ali taxes imposed on them be con- 
solidated into one tax. 
\lso, the petition of tobacco manufacturers, 


of Essex county, New Jersey, in favor of a 


tax of sixteen cents per pound on all manu- | 


Also, the memorial of J. K. Davison & Co., 
publishers of the Oakland Independent, at 
Oakland City, Indiana, praying the abolition 
of the duty on type. 

By Mr. PACKER: The petition of J. H. 


Landis and 45 others, workers in the Cam- 


Pennsylvania, praying the repeal of all duties 


factured tobacco. || upon tea, coffee, and such other articles of 
Also, the petition of Thomas Kenney and || necessity or comfort as cannot be produced 
others, of Essex county, New Jersey, asking || in the United States, remonstrating against a 


Congress to tax all manufactured tobacco six- 


teen eents per pound, 
By Mr. HAZLETON, of New Jersey: The 
petition of citizens of Millville, New Jersey, 


for a uniform tax of sixteen cents per pound 1] 


on all manufactured tobacco entering the mar- 
ket for consumption. 


Also, the petition of citizens of Camden, 


New Jersey, asking that the residue of the | 
public domain may be set apart for the use | 


ft actual setilers in limited quantities. 
By Mr. HERNDON: The petition of Peyton | 


I’. dwards and others, citizens of Nacogdoches | 


| 


tractors for a failure to deliver mails on account | 


county, Texas, praying the repeal of the law 
authorizing a deduction of the pay of mail con- 


of high water. 


Also, the petition of Douglass Reeves and |! 


thers, citizens of Texas, praying an amend- 
ment to the bankrupt law now in force remov- 
ing all limitation as to the time within which | 
debts may be discharged under its provisions. 
By Mr. HOLMAN: The petition of William 


- 


change of the existing tariff laws abating or 
abolishing duties upon such articles as are 
|| successfully produced in this country, and fur- 
'| ther praying that duties shall be so adjusted as 
to encourage and defend every home industry, 





|| American laborer. 

| Also the petition of a number of the work- 
men in the Central iron-works, and citizens | 
of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, praying the re- 
|| peal of all duties upon tea, coffee, and such 
|| other articles of necessity or comfort as can- 
| not be produced in the United States, remon- 
strating against a change of the existing tariff 
laws abating or abolishing duties upon such | 








| 


| every home industry, and to foster the honor 


| and interests of the American laborer. 


| 


Also, the petition of Major General John 
|W. Geary and many others, citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, late officers and soldiers of the Army 


premises were used as a small-pox hospital by | 


eron blast-furnace, and citizens of Middletown, | 


| and to foster the honor and interests of the | 


articles as are successfully produced in this | 
| country, and further praying that duties shall | 
be so adjusted as to encourage and defend 





January 29 
i ee 
| of the United States, asking the Passage of, 

| act giving to all soldie rs, Sailors, and ma 

_who enlisted in the service of the United an a. 

for the suppression of the rebellion. Ss ; ~ 

per month tor the entire time of service 

| ducting Government bounty heretofore » 

also requesting an amendment of the twenty 

fifth section of the act of July 15, 1870, . 
|| to dispense with the requirements of bettle . 
ment and cultivation, 

By Mr. PARKER, of Missouri: The 

peti 

ition of S. Adler & Co., Penicks, Loring 
| Co., H. R. N. Hartwig & Co., and others. a 
|| zens of St. Joseph, Missouri, praying that the 
| law imposing a tax on distilled spirits may be 

| amended so that said tax shall be Consolidated 
| into one. 
|| By Mr. PERRY, of New York: The petitio, 
|| of Margaret Kempf, widow of Peter Kempp 
| late first hieutenant fifty-eighth New York , ; 
unteers, for an increase of pension. 

Also, the petition of G. A. Birch & Co,. 9 
|| Albany, New York, and others, for a moditic, 
tion of the tax on distilled spirits, 

By Mr. RAINEY: The petition of J. Carrie 
Wilson, of South Carolina, praying to be inden 
nified for cotton taken in the city of Charles 
|; ton, South Carolina, by the United State. 
authorities in 1865. 
|| Also, the petition of Frances L. Wilson, o¢ 
South Carolina, praying to be indemnitie d for 
cotton taken in the city of Charleston, Sout) 
|| Carolina, by the United States authorities in 
|| 1865. 
|| By Mr. READ: The petition of W. F. Dey. 
| ton, of the twelfth Kentucky cavalry in the war 
| of the rebellion, praying Congress to allow him 
a bounty under the acts of Congress of 18%) 
| and 1863. 
|| Also, the petition of T. S. Coleman and 
others, of the twelfth Kentucky cavalry in the 
| war of the rebellion, praying Congress to allow 
them a bounty under the acts of Congress of 
1862 and 1863. 

By Mr. E. H. ROBERTS: The petition of 
_the employés of the Rome iron-works, of 
| Rome, New York, for the repeal of the duti 
lon tea and coffee, and against the repeal! 
| duties on articles successfully manufactured in 

this country. 
| Also, the petition of the trustees of the Sav- 
| ings Bank of Utica, New York, for the repeal 
|| of the tax on savings banks. 
| Also, the petition of citizens of Oneida 

county, New York, for a uniform tax of six: 
| 
| 





i] 


} 








teen cents a pound on manufactured tobacco. 

By Mr. ROGERS: The petition of the col 
lector of customs of the district of Champlain, 
| and others, for a breakwater at Kouse’s Point, 
New York. 

By Mr. SHOBER: The petition of Mrs. 
Bethany Gay, praying a pension for her sou, 
Sergeant John M. Gay. 

By Mr. SHOEMAKER: Resolutions of 
| Roberts Post No. 188, Grand Army of the 
| Republic, Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania, iv: 
|| dorsing the provisions of House bill No. 640, 
|| granting bounty land to certain persons et 
|| gaged in the military and naval service of the 
|| United States since the 4th day of March, 

1861. 
| Also, the petition of 223 citizens of Canton, 
|| Obio, asking the passage of House bill No. 
| 660, granting bounty lands to certain persons 
] engaged in the military and naval service of 
i 
i} 
| 








| 


| the United States from and after the 4th day 
of March, 1861. 
Also, the petition of 72 discharged soldiers, 
1 citizens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, praying 
the passage of an act equalizing the soldiers 
bounty, and amending the homestead act of 
| July 15, 1870. ~ 
By Mr. SNAPP: Sundry petitions against 
abating duties upon such articles as are suc 
cessfully produced in this country. 
By Mr. SPEER, of Georgia: The petition 
of Michael Gardiner, of Fulton county, Geor- 
(| gia, asking compensation for property de 
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Sherman’s army 10 1864. 


of Harris county, and Levi S. Russell, of Chat- 
ham county, Georgia, asking the removal of 
their political disabilities. 

By Mr. W ALDRON : The memorial of 100 
orkersin the Wyandotte mills and furnaces, in 
the State of Michigan, remonstrating against 
Me sfally produced in this country, asking 
for the repeal of duties upon tea and coffee, 
and that duties be so adjusted as to encour- 
age home industry and foster the interests of 
American labor. 


| 
i by the engineer corps of General 
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| _ Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of || ree iron-works, Huntingdon county, Pennsyl- 
eo | Mrs. Mary Ann Davis, praying to be allowed || vania, against a change of the existing tariff 
\Jso, the petitions of William T. Hudson, || a pension; which was referred to the Commit- 


| tee on Pensions. 


He also presented a petition, numerously 
signed by workers in iron and steel, at Rome, 
New York, remonstrating against any change 


| of the existing tariff laws abating or abolish- 


repeal of duties upon such articles as are || 


By Mr. WILLARD: The petition of Ran- | 


dall L. Hall and others, of Vermont, pray- 
ing some modification of the laws relating 


+o bounty lands for soldiers, and also the | 


equalization of bounties. i 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Indiana: The peti- 
tion of letter-carriers of Indianapolis, Indiana, 
asking increase of salaries. 


Also, the petition of Minerva McFadden, of | 


Indiaua, asking that a pension be granted her. 





POST ROUTE BILLS INTRODUCED. 


The following were introduced under the 
rule, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads: 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee: A bill to 
establish a post route in the State of Ten- 
nessee. 

By Mr. DUNNELL: A bill for a post route 
fom Antrim, county of Watonwan, to Fair- 
wont, county of Martin, Minnesota. 

By Mr. FINKELNBURG: A bill to estab- 
lish a post road from St. Louis to Hillsboro, 
Missouri, via Lemay’s Ferry. 

By Mr. READ: A bill declaring the road 
leading from Buffalo, in the county of La Rue, 


State of Kentucky, to Saloma, in the county | 


of Taylor, in the same State, a post road. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, January 30, 1872. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. 
wan, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was 
read and approved. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. POOL presented the petition of Eli F. 
Taylor, of North Carolina, praying an exten- 
sion of the time in which to preseut claims for 
military bounty; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military A ffairs. 

Mr. STEVENSON presented the petition 
of Elizabeth B. McCormick, praying compen- 


New- 


sation for losses sustained in consequence of | 


being ejected from certain property occupied 
by her in Washington city, in January, 1864, 
by order of the Secretary of War ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Mr. SAWYEK presented a memorial of the | 


Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, South 


Carolina, praying the refunding of the tax | 


upon raw cotton, levied and collected by the 
Government of the United States during the 
years 1865, 1866, and 1867 ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SPENCER. I present a petition of W. 
C. Wallace and about eighty others, citizens 
of Eufaula, Alabama, who state that they were 
reduced to almost abject poverty by losses 
growing out of the late unhappy war, short 
crops, and low prices for the products of their 
soil, and that they were required to pay an un- 
just and unequal tax on cotton, their principal 
pe when other States outside the cotton 

elt were not required to pay a similar tax on 
the products of their soil. In addition to this 
tax on cotton, the petitioners were required to 
pay their due share of all other taxes. They 
ask that the money paid as cotton tax be re- 
funded. 1 move the reference of the petition 
to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ing duties upon such articles as are success- 
fully produced in this country; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
the United States, praying amnesty for offend- 
ers in the late rebellion; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. CALDWELL presented a petition of 
wholesale liquor dealers in Leavenworth, Kan- 
sas, praying that all taxes on distilled spirits 
be consolidated into a single tax and collected 
at the distillery bonded warehouses; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CALDWELL. [I also present amemo- 
rial of the Legislature of Kansas, requesting 
the Senators and Representatives from that 
State to use their influence to secure to the 
settlers on the ‘* Cherokee neutral lands’’ the 


benefit of the preémption and homestead laws. | 


I move that it lie on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CALDWELL. 


to the removal of settlers from the Indian ter- 
ritory bordering upon Kansas, andalsoin favor 
of a change of the boundary of the State. I 


| move that it lie on the table. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
desire that the resolution be printed? 

Mr. CALDWELL. No, sir. 

Mr. POMEROY. I think those resolutions 
had better be printed. Itis customary to print 
resolutions from State Legislatures. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is customary 


to print resolutions and memorials from Legis- 


| latures of States where the Senator presenting 
| them deems them of importance enough to | 


| justify their printing. 





| five years’ residence under existing law. 


Mr. CALDWELL. 
their being printed. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. 
be made. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have received a copy 
of the same resolutions. 

Mr. WINDOM. I present a petition of 
James F. Jaquess, William G. Le Duc, Charles 
S. Punken, William R. Marshall, and one hun- 
dred others, late soldiers and sailors of the 
United States Army, praying a modification 


That order will 


of the homestead Jaw, so that the time of ser- | 
|| Japan, have had the same under considera- 


vice in the Army may be deducted from the 
The 
petitioners represent nearly all the towns in 
Minnesota. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The petition 


will be referred to the Committee on Public | 


Lands. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Committee on Public 
Lands have reported on that subject. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
subject being on the Calendar, the petition 
will lie on the table. 

Mr. WINDOM presented a memorial of S. 
B. Brown and others, of Chicago, Illinois, late 
soldiers and sailors of the United States Army, 


praying a modification of the homestead law; | 


which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of peo- 
ple of the State of South Carolina, asking for 
the adoption of the supplementary civil rights 
bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SCOTT presented a remonstrance of 


workers in the iron-works at and citizens of 


Birdsborough, Berks county, Pennsylvania, 


against a change of the existing tariff laws | 


abating or abolishing duties on such articles 
as are successlully produced in this coun- 


try; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Finance. 
He also presented a remonstrance of work- 


I also present amemo- 4 
rial of the Legislature of Kansas, in relation | 


I have no objection to | 


A bill on that 


|| laws abating or abolishing duties upon such 
articles as 


are successfully produced in this 
country; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. LEWIS presented the petition of Nancy 
P. Wilkenson, praying an amendment of the 
pension laws so as to allow those who served 


| less than sixty days in the war of 1812, or their 


widows, to have a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CASSERLY. I ask leave to present a 
memorial of C. Smith and others, who, as 
they state, were soldiers, sailors, and marines 
in the late war, now resident in the State of 
California. They ask for such an amendment 
to the bounty laws as will inure to the benefit 
of those persons who enlisted in the beginning 
of the war, and yet were discharged in conse- 


quence of wounds or other disability in the 


service at such a period as not to be entitled 
to the benefit of the acts subsequently passed. 
They also ask tor such a modification of the 
land laws for the benefit of soldiers as will 
enable them to avail themselves better of the 
provisions of those laws. ‘They also ask for 


| additional bounty in the manner set forth in 


the memorial. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Committee 
on Public Lands, it has been stated this morn 
ing, bave reported on one branch of this memo 


|| rial in regard to the amendment of the land 


laws. ‘The memorial will therefore be re- 

ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 

as the other subject is before that committee. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 514) for the relief of Albert 
Wieland, reported it without amendment, and 


| submitted a report thereon ; which was ordered 


to be printed. 

Mr. CAMERON. I am directed by the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 100) to provide for 


' the adjustment and satisfaction of claims of 


American citizens for spoliations committed 
| by the French prior to the 31st day of July, 
| 1801, to report it back without amendment; 

and I give notice that | will ask the Senate in 
a very few days to take up this bill for consid 
eration. 

JAPANESE 

Mr. COLE. The Committee on Appropria 
tions, to whom was referred the bill (H. Kh. 
No. 1186) in relation to the embassy from 


EMBASSY. 


tion, and directed me to report it back with- 
out amendment, and to ask for its immediate 
consideration. It will take but a few minutes 


|| to dispose of it. 


By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. It appropriates the sum of 

$50,000 to defray such expenses of the em- 
bassy and its suite from Japan, which has 
arrived in the United States, as the Secretary 
of State may deem proper, but not to exceed 
this amount, to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of State, and on vouchers 
to be filed in the Treasury Department, and a 
statement thereof to be reported to Congress 
by the Secretary of State. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. POOL, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Eliza 
Shelton, Nancy Shelton, Cerena Medcalf, Nancy 
King, Patsy J. Shelton, Sarah Medecalf, Cloa Shel- 
ton, and May Franklin, be withdrawn from the files 
ot the Senate and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. POOL, it was 
Ordered, That Mrs. Anna McKenney have leave 


| to withdraw from the files of the Senate her petition 


ers in iron and iron ores and citizens of Bar- |) and papers. 
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On motion of Mr. CARPENTER, it was 


Ordered, That Samuel A. Wilkins have leave to 
withdraw from the Senate papers in relation to his 
claims. 


CONDUCT OF PRESIDENT GRANT. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. I give notice 
that on Friday I will move to take up my reso- 
lution in relation to executive dereliction, and 
in the mean time I[ ask that a modification of 
the resolution which I propose to offer be 
printed for the information of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Kentucky gives notice that on Friday next he 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 547) to authorize the construction of a 
bridge across the Mississippi river at or near 
the town of Clinton, in the State of lowa, and 
io establish it as a post road; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Post Otlices and Post Roads, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. HARLAN also asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 548) for the relief of Thomas Hughes; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HARLAN also asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a 
bill (S. No. 549) for the relief of Lieuten- 
ant R. H. Pratt; which was read twice by its 


he also asks that the proposed modification of 
his resolution be printed. Is there any objec- 
tion to that? The Chair hears no objection, 
and the modification will be printed. 


TENCANTEPEC EXPEDITION. 


Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following 
concurrent resolution; which was referred to 
the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, (the House of Representatives concur- 
ing,) That there be printed seven thousand addi- 
tional copies of the report and accompanying maps 
of the Tehuantepec surveying expedition, of which 


: farred ti .C ‘ttee i two hundred copies shall be for the use of the Sen- 
title, and referred to the Committee on Indian | V0 punenr cont copies for ths tee of tha Teaae, 


Affairs. ee ad and one thousand copies for the use of the Secretary 
Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous || of the Navy. 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. ARRANGEMENT OF DESKS. 


No. 550) to constitute Shreveport, inthe State || \7,, ANTHONY submitted the following res- 
of Louisiana, a port of delivery ; which was | olution; which was referred to the Committee 
read twice by its title, referred to the Com- || to Andit and Control the Contingent Expenses 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. || o¢ the Senate: 


Mr. KELLOGG also asked, and by unani- Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed 
mous consent obtained. leave to introduce a|| to remove the shelves between the desks in the 
bill (S. No. 551) for the relief of Charles Clin- || Senate Chamber. 


ton; which was read twice by its title, and MAIL CONTRACTORS IN LOUISIANA. 


referred to the Committee on Iinance. Mr. KELLOGG submitted the following 

. @PRPNON ae o = : . ; : 

Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous resolution; which was considered by uDani- 
cousent obtained, leave to introduce a bill | mous consent, and agreed to: 


- No. 55! ate the c nsati . . 

(S. No. 552) to regulate the compensation ot Re solved, That the Postmaster General be directed 
the clerks employed in the several Executive || to transmit to the Senate any information on file in 
Departments of the Government; which was |) his Department showing the names of persons claim- 


r ° . Sipe ing compensation for mail service rendered in the 
read twice by its title, referred to the Com- || giate of Louisiana prior to the year 1861, together 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. || with the amounts claimed by each. 


Mr. CASSERLY asked, and by unanimous RED RIVER RAFT. 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. Mr. KELLOGG submitted the following 
No. 553) to regulate the taking of testimony || yecolution; which was considered by unani- 
in certain cases ; which was read twice by its || mons consent, and agreed to: : 

title, referred to the Committee on the Judi- Reeoleed, That the Secretary of War be directed 
ciary, and_ordered to be printed, to transmit to the Senate any information on file in 

Mr. TRUMBULL asked and obtained leave || his Department showing the nature and extent of 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 554) for the relief | art card SrUbGMG coe ef nomelin te anor en 
of James F’, Joy; which was read twice by its || any information showing what surveys, estimates, 
title, and referred to the Committee on the || and appropriations, if any, have been made for the 
Judiciary. || removal of said raft, and how and to what extent 

ae - . said appropriations have been expended. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask leave in that : 
connection to withdraw from the files of the — ee rr ree 
Senate the petition of James F. Joy, praying ||, Mr. POMEROY. I move to take up the 
such action as will give him possession of the || bill reported by the Committee on Public 
marine hospital grounds at Chicago, purchased || Lands, setting aside the region around the 
by him, and that they be referred to the Com- |, headwaters of the Yellowstone as a public 
mittee on the Judiciary. | park. 

It was so ordeted. || The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimous Mr. COLE. Will the Senator give way, that 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. || I may have a small appropriation bill passed? 
No. 555) regulating the distribution of prize Mr. POMEROY. I will lay the bill aside 
money; which was read twice by its title, | informally if the Senator has something im- 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and || portant. 
ordered to be re | The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be laid 

Mr. CALDWELL asked, and by unanimous || aside informally, subject to a demand for the 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. || regular order. 

No. 556) to equalize bounties to the soldiers |} Mr. COLE. I should like to have House 
of the United States Army during the late || bill No. 625 taken up. It is to enable one of 
rebellion; which was read twice by its title, || the Departments to close up its accounts. 

referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, | There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
and ordered to be printed. Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 

Mr. STEVENSON asked, and by unani- |) sider the bill (H. R. No. 625) making appro- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a || priations to supply a deficiency in the appro- 
bill (S. No. 557) making an appropriation for || priations for salaries and contingent expenses 
the improvement of the falls of the Ohio river || of the Post Office Department for the current 
and the Louisville canal; which was read || fiscal year. It proposes to appropriate to sup- 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee || ply the deficiency (caused by tbe defalcation 
on Specceenions, and ordered to be printed. || of F. A. McCartney, late disbursing clerk) in 

Mr. POMEROY (by request, as he stated) || the appropriations for the service of the Post 
asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, || Office Department for the present fiscal year, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 558) for the || the following sums: for salaries, $11,483 25; | 
relief of actual settlers upon the Cherokee || for contingent expenses, $12,268 26. 
neutral lands in Kansas; which was read The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee || amendment. 


on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. || Mr. TRUMBULL. Do I understand this | 
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appropriation to be to make up a defalcatio, 
of some one? —— 


|| Mr. COLE. Yes. 


1 it. 


will ask the attention of the Senate to his res- || 
olution in regard to executive dereliction, and || 


Mr. TRUMBULL. [am not adviseg 
Has he not securities who can respond 

Has he no means? I suppose the Sen. 

| ought to have some evidence that the 

| himself and his securities, if he has any. 

| been followed up before we make an 

| priation to supply the deficiency cay 

defalcation. 

| Mr. COLE. I am informed that there ary 

| securities liable for a portion of this defal. 

| 


about 
Nate 
Party 
have 
au uppro- 
sed by the 


| cation, but not for the whole amount; but ; 
case the securities are made to respond to the 
extent of their bonds, the appropriation yj) 
nevertheless have to be made, inasmuch as the 
| money so received will go into the Tregg. 
ury, and cannot be applied without a further 
| appropriation. This is an appropriation 4, 
meet a deficiency caused by the defalcation of 
McCartney, disbursing clerk in the Post Ofie, 
Department, who was afterward taken to the 
insane asylum, and has since died. His bonds. 
men are ready to respond to the amount of 
about ten thousand dollars, I believe; but that 
will not meet all the deficiency. The Depar. 
ment needs this appropriation in order to 
straighten up the books of the Department 
during the current fiscal year. There jg yo 
other way to get at it except by this action of 
Congress. 
The bill was ordered to a third reading, and 
read the third time. ; 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Before the bill passes 
I desire to ask another question. Is there no 
danger that the passage of the bill in this form 
will release the sureties? Will not this be g 
| payment of the defalcation? When youcome 
to sue on the bond, you must urge asa breach 
of the bond that this money has not been paid, 
Mr. COLE. That it has not been paid by 
he securities, I suppose, would be a suflicient 


| basis. This money is partly due as salaries. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. But hear my sugges 


tion. Iam not sure about it; it occurs to me 
merely ; but suppose a third party, in no way 
connected with this matter, had come forward 
and paid the money for which this party is 
a defaulter, would the Senator from California 
hold that he could then sue the sureties on the 
bond? 

Mr. COLE. No; because that would be 
satisfying the obligation. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Now, if the Govern- 
ment itself, to whom the bond is given, comes 
in, and by an appropriation settles the defal- 
cation, is there no apprehension that it will 
release the securities? I merely suggest it. 

Mr. SAWYER. I think the Senator from 
Illinois misunderstands the case and the maa- 
ner in which the bill is drawn. The facts are 
that the money which the defaulting clerk 
made use of was money which he had drawn 
for the purpose of paying certain salaries and 
certain contingent expenses. He did not pay 
those bills; the salaries were still due; the 
money was taken out of the appropriation for 
the current fiscal year; the defalcation was for 
the previous fiscal year. After a consultation 
with the Secretary of the Treasury, the Attor- 
ney General, and the Postmaster General, i! 
was determined that it would be proper to take 
the money out of the appropriations for this 
fiscal year. That leaves a deficit in this fiscal 
year of just so much money as has been taken 
out for the purposes of the previous fiscal year, 
which would have been paid out of the pre- 
vious year’s appropriations but for the defal- 
cation. This bill is to make good that deficit 
in the appropriations for this year. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The bill would be per- 
fectly clear if all about the defalcation of Mr. 
McCartney was left out. I do not see why 

that isin. Thisis simply an appropriation to 
supply deficiencies for clerks. It is no matter 
how it occurred. Congress can undoubtedly 
do that. But whyis it necessary to recite that 
itis to make up a defalcation of somebody? 
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[ think it will be much better to leave all that | 
. J do not wish to interfere with the bill; 
] suppose the committee have examined it. | 
t 





Yr. COLE. There can be no objection to 
leaving out the words in parenthesis in the 
eth and sixth lines: ‘caused by the defal- 
cation of F. A. McCartney, late disbursing | 
clerk.”’ I have no objection whatever to those 
words being stricken out. 
the VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, these words will be regarded as 
mitted. The amendment will be engrossed, | 
vad the question is on the passage of the bill. 
~ The bill was passed. 

YELLOWSTONE PARK. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill (S. || 
No, 892) to set apart a certain tract of land || 
lying near the headwaters of the Yellowstone | 

| 
| 
| 
| 


river as @ public park, taken up on the motion 
of the Senator from Kansas, which was report- 
ed by the Committee on Public Lands, is now 
before the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

The bill was read. The Committee on Pub- 
jie Lands reported the bill with amendments, 
which were in section one, line nineteen, to || 
trike out the words ** after the passage of this || 
’ and in line twenty, after the words ‘‘ set- | 


act,’ | 
tle upon,’’ to insert the words ‘‘ or occupy ;”’ | 
so as to make the bill read: 


} 

, | 

Be it enacted &c., That the tract of land inthe Ter- || 

pitories of Montana and Wyoming lying near the || 

headwaters of the Yellowstone river, and described 

as follows, to wit: commencing at the junction of || 

Gardiner’s river with the Yellewstone river, and 
running east to the meridian passage ten miles to | 

the eastward of the most eastern point of Yellowstone | 

| 

| 

| 





jake; thence south along said meridian to the par- | 
allel of latitude passing ten miles south of the most 
southern point of Yellowstone lake; thence west 
along said parallel to the meridian passing fifteen 
miles west of the most western point of Madispn | 
lake; thence north along said meridian to the lati- || 
tude of the junction of the Yellow.tone and Gardi- 
ner’s rivers; thence east to the place of beginnin®@, is 
hereby reserved and withdrawn from settlement, | 
occupancy, or sale under the laws of the United 
States, and dedicated and set apart as a public park 
of pleasuring-ground for the benefit and enjoyment 
ofthe people; and all 
settle upon or occupy the same, or any part thereof, 
except as hereinafter provided, shall be considered 
trespassers, and removed therefrom. | 
Sec. 2. That said public park shall be under the | 
exclusive control of the Secretary of the Interior, 
whose duty it shall be, as soon as practicable, to | 
make and publish such rules and regulations as he | 
may deem necessary or proper for thecare and man- | 
agement of the same. Such regulations shall provide | 
for the preservation from injury or spoliation of all | 
| 


' 

; 
ersons who shall locate, or |} 

| 


timber, mineral deposits, natural curiosities, or won- | 
ders within said park, and their retention in their nat- 

ural condition. The Secretary may in his discretion | 
grant leases for building purposes, for terms not ex- | 
ceeding ten years, of small parcels of ground, at such 
places in said park as shall require the erection of 
buildings for the accommodation of visitors; all of 
the proceeds of said leases, and all other revenues 
that may be derived from any source connected with 
said park, to be expended under his direction in the | 
management of the same, and the construction of | 
roads and bridle-paths therein. He shall provide 

against the wanton destruction of the fish and game 


| it the door is once opened I fear there will || 
| ultimately be an entire destruction of all the |) 
| game in that park. 


| Secretary 


1872 THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1} 
Mr. ANTHONY. I do not know but that 
that covers it. What I mean is that this park | 
should not be used for sporting. If people | 
are encamped there, and desire to catch tish || 
and kill game for their own sustenance while | 
they remain there, there can be no objection | 
to that; but I do not think it ought to be used 
as a preserve for sporting. 


Mr. POMEROY. I agree with the Senator, | 


| but I think the bill as drawn protects the game 


and fish as well as it ean be done. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Very well; I am satisfied. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator does 
not insist on his amendment? 

Mr. ANTHONY. No, sir. 
Mr. TIPTON. I think if this is to become 
a public park, a place of great national resort, 


| 


| and we allow the shooting of game or the 


taking of fish without any restriction at all, 


| the game will soon be utterly destroyed. I 


think, therefore, there should be a prohibition | 
against their destruction for any purpose, for | 


j 
| 
| 


Mr. POMEROY. fi will be entirely under | 
the control of the Secretary of the Interior. 


| He is to make the rules that shall govern the | 


destruction and capture of game. I think in 


| that respect the Secretary of the Interior, | 


whoever he may be, will be as vigilaat as we 
would be. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Perhaps the | 

had better report the sentence 
refered to by Senators as bearing on this ques- | 
tion, aud then any Senator who desires to | 
amend can move to do so. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

He shall provide against the wanton destruc- 
tion of the fish and game found within said park, 
and against their capture or destruction forthe pur- 
poses of merchandise or profit. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope this bill will pass. 
I have taken some pains to make myself ac- | 
quainted with the history of this most interest- | 
ing region. Itis so far elevated above the | 


| sea that it cannot be used for private occupa: | 
| tion at all, but it is probably one of the most 


wonderful regions in that space of territory | 
which the globe exhibits anywhere, and there- | 
fore we are doing no harm to the material 
interests of the people in endeavoring to pre- 
serve it. 
mously. 
Mr. COLE. I have grave doubts about the 
propriety of passing this bil]. The natural 
curiosities there cannot be interfered with by 
anything that man can do. The geysers wiil 
remain, no matter where the ownership of the | 
land may be, and I do not know why settlers | 
should be excluded from a tract of land forty | 
miles square, as I understand this to be, in 
the Rocky mountains or any other place. J 





found within said park, and against their capture or 
destruction for the pur poses of merchandise or profit. 
He shall also cause all persons trespassing upon tke 
same after the passage of this act to be removed 
therefrom, and generally shall be authorized to take | 
all such measures as shall be necessary or proper to 
fully carry out the objects and purposes of this act. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. These amend- 
ments will be regarded as agreed to unless 
objected to. They are agreed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I observe that the de- 
struction of game and fish for gain or profit is | 
forbidden. I move to strike out the words 
“for gain or profit,’’ so that there shall be no 
destruction of game there for any purpose. 
We do not want sportsmen going over there 
with their guns. 

Mr. POMEROY. The only object was to | 
prevent the wanton destruction of the fish and 
game; but we thought parties who encamped | 
there and caught fish for their own use ought | 
not to be restrained from doing so. The bill 
will allow parties there to shoot game or catch 
fish for their own subsistence. ‘he provision 
of the bill is designed to stop the wanton de- 


struction or capture of game or fish for mer- 
chandise. 


cannot see how the natural curiosities can | 
be interfered with if settlers are allowed to 
approach them. I suppose there is very little 
timber on this tract of land, certainly no more | 
than is necessary for the use and convenience | 
of persons going upon it. 
| reason or propriety of setting apart a large 
tract of land of that kind in the Territories of 
| the United States for a public park. There is | 
abundance of public park ground in the Rocky | 
mountains that will never be occupied. It is 
all one great park, and never can be anything 
else; large portions of it at all events. There 


persons can and would go and settle and im- 
prove and cultivate the grounds, if there be 
ground fit for cultivation. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
that this ground is north of latitude forty, and 
is over seven thousand feet above the level of 
the sea? You cannot cultivate that kind of 
ground. 

Mr. COLE. The Senator is probably mis- 
taken in that. Ground of a greater height 
than that has been cultivated aud occupied. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. In that latitude? 





! exclude 


I hope the bill will pass unani- |) 


I do not see the || 


are some places, perhaps this is one, where || 


Has my friend forgotten | 
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Mr. COLE. Yes, sir. But if it cannot be 
occupied and cultivated, why should we make 
a public park of it? If it cannot be oceupied 
by man, why protect it from occupation? I 
see no reason in that. If nature has excluded 
men from its occupation, why set it apart and 
persons from it? If there ig any 
sound reason for the passage of the bill, of 
course I would not oppose it; but really I do 
not see any myself. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think our experience 
with the wonderful natural curiosity, if I may 
so call it, in the Senator's own State, should 
admonish us of the propriety of passing such 
a billasthis. There isthe wonderful Yosemite 
valley, which one or two persons are now 
claiming by virtue of a preémption. Here is 
& region of country away up in the Rocky 
mountains, where there are the most wonder- 
ful geysers on the face of the earth; acountry 
that is not likely ever to be inhabited for the 
purposes of agriculture; but it is possible that 
some person may go there and plant himself 
right across the only path that leads to these 
wonders, aud charge every man that passes 
along between the gorges of these mountains 
a fee of a dollar or tive dollars. He may 
place an obstruction there, and toll may be 
gathered from every person who goes to see 
these wonders of creation. 

Now this tract of land is uninhabited; no- 
body lives there; it was never trod by civilized 
man until within a short period. Perhaps a 
year or two ago was the first time that this 
country was ever explored by anybody. It is 
now proposed, while it is in this condition, to 
reserve it from sale and occupation in this way. 
I think it isa very proper bill to pass, and now 
is the time to enact it, We did set apart the 

region of country on which the mammoth trees 
grow in California, and the Yosemite valley 
also we have undertaken to reserve, but there 
is a disputeaboutit. Now, before there is any 
dispute as to this wonderful country, i hope we 
shall except it from the general disposition of 
the public lands, and reserve it to the Govern- 
ment. At some future time, if we desire to do 
so, we can repeal this law if it is in anybody's 
way ; but now | think it avery appropriate bill 
to pass. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed; and the amendments were concurred in. 

| ‘The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JULIA A, SMITH. 


Mr. TIPTON. I move that the Senate take 
| up Senate bill No. 423, a bill to pay to a widow 
an amount found due her husband as an officer 
of the Government, and until it is paid her— 
and I have the letter of the Comptroller in 
my hand saying it is due—she cannot pay the 
funeral expenses of that husband, who died 
here within the last nine months. 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. 
| No. 423) for the relief of Julia A. Smith was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
$640 70 (the amount found to be due by the 
First Comptroller of the Treasury, as per re- 
yort No. 22067) to Mrs. Julia A. Smith, admin- 
istratrix of the estate of the late Charles B. 
| Smith, formerly receiver of public moneys, 
| acting as disbursing agent at Brownville, 
Nebraska. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
a committee ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It does; from 
the Committee en Public Lands. It states ou 
its face that this is an amount found to be due 
by a report of the First Comptroller of the 

| Treasury. 

Mr. TIPTON. 
report. 


| Mr. SHERMAN, 


Does this bill come from 


[I hold in my hand that 


I hope the reference to 


|| the report will be stricken out. 


|| Mr. TIPTON. 1 
|| every Senator can see 
‘i has passed upon it. 


have the report, and 
that the Comptroller 
I have no objection, 
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however, to the amendment suggested by the 
Senator from Ohio, to strike out the words 
in parenthesis referring to the Comptroller's 
report. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Theamendment 
of the Senator from Ohio will be considered as 
agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed; and the amendment was concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

BRIDGE AT ST. JOSEPH. 

Mr. SCHURZ., I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of House bill 
No. 383, to authorize the construction of a 
bridge across the Missouri river at or near 
St. Joseph, Missouri. 

(he motion was ugreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider the bill. 

The Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads reported the bill with amendments. 

The first amendment of the committee was 
in section cighteen, to strike out 
and insert 
to read: 


two, line 
‘two hundred,”’ 
ixty aPY SO as 
With a draw over the main channel of the river 
at an accessible and navigable point, and with spans 
of not less than one hundred and sixty feet in length 
in the clear, on each side of thecentral or pivot pier 
of the draw. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to add 
additional section the following : 

Sec. 5. That theSt. Joseph Bridge-Building Com- 
pany, after the passage of this act, shall not have 
the right to assign the charter which said yenny 
now holds by assignment from the St. Josep 


as an 


and Denver City Railroad Company, and which was | 


granted to said last named company by virtue of an 
act of Congress approved July 14, 1870, to any other 
company, person, or persons; nor shall said bridge- 


building company be permitted, under the saidchar- | 


ter so obtained, as aforesaid, fromthe St. Joseph and 
Denver City Railroad Company, to construct any 
other bridge than the one now being constructed at 
St. Joseph, Missouri. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING. I should like to have a 
little information about this bill in one or two 
particulars. 1 should like to know which rail- 
way company is to operate for one thing. 

Mr. SCHURZ. It isto be operated by all 
the railroads leading into St. Joseph. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
pany is to have charge of it? 

Mr. SCHURZ. The St. Joseph Bridge- 
Building Company—really the city itself. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The city builds this bridge 
for common railroad purposes, an older char- 
ter once existing in behalf of some of the 
railroad companies having been transferred to 
the bridge-building company. There is a 
clause against building two bridges at the same 
place. 

Mr. POMEROY. I do not know that there 
is any objection to this bill. 1 objected to it 
last year because they are building a bridge 
there, and I thought this was an effort to get 
two bridges or to interfere with the one already 
being built. I do not know that it is so now. 

Mr. RAMSEY. No; the former bridge 
privilege is merged in this. 

Mr. POMEROY. I do not know that there 
is any objection to this bill, but last year I 
thought there was. 1 understand now that it 
is not intended as an antagonistic movement 
to the company already building the bridge, 
which is perhaps half done. 
the new bridge proposed by this charter is not 
to be used as against the other, but to be con- 
solidated with it. 

Mr. SCHURZ. It is a consolidation. 

Mr. POMEROY. I do not know anything | 
about it; but if that is so, | have nothing to 
say against it. 

Mr. RAMSEY. There is that very pro- | 
vision in this bill that there shall be no bridge 
built under the old charter. 

Mr. POMEROY. The only point is, that I | 
never could see why they wanted two bridges 
there, 


‘one hundred and | 


But what railroad com- || 


I am told that | 
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| 
| The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
| ed, and the amendments were concurred 
| in. It was ordered that the amendments be 
engrossed and the bill read the third time. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed the following bills, 
in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
| requested ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 619) appropriating money 
for the purchase of a suitable site and erecting 
| a building thereon in the city of St. Louis, 


| tom-house, post office, and other Federal 
| offices ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1821) to relieve the per- 
sons therein named from legal and political 
disabilities ; 


| citizens of Georgia from political disabilities ; 
A bill (H. R. No. 1324) to create an addi- 


A bill (H. R. No. 1825) to remove the dis- 
abilities of certain persons therein named ; 

A bill (A. R. No. 1326) to relieve the polit- 
ical disabilities of certain persons therein 
named; and 
‘| A bill (A. R. No. 1880) to amend the thirty- 
second section of an act entitled ‘‘An act to 
reduce internal taxes, and for other purposes,”’ 
approved July 14, 1870. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Horace Porter, his Secre- 
tary, announced that the President had this day 
approved and signed the act (S. No. 524) 
to correct .a clerical error committed in the 
| enrollment of an act approved March 7, 1870, 
' entitled ‘‘An act to relieve certain persons 
| therein named from the legal and political 


and for other purposes.’’ 
POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
| hour has expired, and the bill (H. R. No. 380) 
| for the removal of legal and political disabil- 
ities imposed by the third section of the four- 
| teenth article of amendments to the Constitu- 
| tion of the United States is before the Senate, 
| the pending question being on the motion of 
the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Ros- 
| ERTSON,] to postpone the bill and proceed tc 
|| the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1050) 
| for the removal of legal and political disabil- 
| ities imposed by the third section of the four- 
| teenth article of amendments to the Constitu- 





ator from Delaware is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. SAULSBURY addressed the Senate. 
[His speech, withheld for revision, will be 
| published in the Appendix. ] 
| Mr. SCHURZ. Mr. President, when this 
debate commenced before the holidays, I re- 
| frained from taking part in it, and from 
expressing my opinions on some of the provis- 
| ions of the bill now before us, hoping as I did 
that the measure could be passed without difti- 
culty, and that a great many of those who 
now labor under political disabilities would be 
| immediately relieved. This expectation was 
disappointed. 
adopted. 








It will have to go back to the House 


| of Representatives now unless by some parlia- | 


mentary means we get rid of the amendment, 
and there being no inducement left to waive 
what criticism we might feel inclined to bring 





open. 

I beg leave to say that I am in favor of gen- 
eral, or as this word is considered more express- 
ive, universal amnesty, believing as I do that 


should be amnesty granted at all, make it also 
desirable that the amnesty should be univer- 


Missouri, to be used for the purpose of a cus- | 


A bill (H. R. No. 1822) to relieve certain | 


tional land district in the State of Minnesota; | 


| disabilities imposed by the fourteenth amend- | 
| ment to the Constitution of the United States, | 


| tion of the United States, upon which the Sen- | 


An amendment to the bill was | 


forward, we may consider the whole question | 


January 30 


| sal. The Senator from South Caroling [M 
Sawyer] has already given notice that he will 
move to strike out the exceptions from th, 
; operation of this act of reliet for whic 
| bill provides. If he had not declare / 
! tion to that effect, I would do so. 








: 1 
: a the 
d his intey. 


| 
| 
i 
| 


, n any event 
| whenever he offers his amendment I shall mos, 
heartily support it. E 
| In the course of this debate we have listened 
| to some Senators, as they conjured up before 
our eyes once more all the horrors of the rebel. 
lion, the wickedness of its conception, how 
| terrible its incidents were, and how harrow. 
ing its consequences. Sir, | admit it all; [ wij) 
not combat the correctness of the picture: gy i 
yet if I differ with the gentlemen who drew j 
it is because, had the conception of the rebel. 
lion been still more ‘wicked, bad its incidents 
been still more terrible, its consequences sti{| 
more harrowing, I could not permit myself ty 
forget that in dealing with the question pow 
before us we have to deal not alone with the 
past, but with the present and future interests 
of this Republic. 
What do we want to accomplish as good cit! 
zens and patriots? Do we mean only to inflict 
upon late rebels pain, degradation, mortifica. 


| 
} 
| 


tion, annoyance, for its own sake, to torture 
their feelings without any ulterior purpose? 
Certainly such a purpose could not by any pos. 
sibility animate high-minded men. I presume, 
therefore, that those who still favor the eon- 
tinuance of some of the disabilities imposed 
by the fourteenth amendment do so because 
they have some higher object of public useful 
ness in view, an object of alas usefulness 
sufficient to justify, in their minds at least, the 

| denial of rights to others which we ourselves 
enjoy. 

| What can those objects of public usefulness 
be? Let me assume that if we differ as to the 
means to be employed, we are agreed as to 
the supreme end and_aim to be reached. That 
end and aim of our endeavors can be no other 
than to secure to all the States the blessings 
of good and free government and the highes: 
degree of prosperity and well-being they can 
attain, and to revive in all citizens of this 
Republic that love for the Union and its insti- 
tutions, and that inspiring consciousness of 
a common nationality, which, after all, must 
bind all Americans together. 

What are the best means for the attainment 
| ofthat end? This, sir, as I conceive it, is the 
only legitimate question we have to decide. 
| 





Certainly all will agree that this end is far from 
having been attained so far. Look at the 
southern States as they stand before us to- 
day. Some are in a condition bordering 
upon anarchy, not only on account of the 
social disorders which are occurring there, 
or the inefficiency of their local governments 
in securing the enforcement of the laws; but 
you will find in many of them fearful corrup- 
tion pervading the whole political organiza- 
tion ; acombination of rascality and ignorance 
wielding official power; their finances de 
ranged by profligate practices; their credit 
ruined ; bankruptcy staring them in the face; 
their industries staggering under a fearful load 
of taxation; their property-holders and capi- 
talists paralyzed by afecling of insecurity and 
| 

| 





distrust almost amounting to despair. Sir, 
| let us not try to disguise these facts, for the 
world knows them to be so, and knows it but 
too well. 
What are the causes that have contributed 
to bring about this distressing condition? I 
admit that great civil wars resulting in such 
vast social transformations, as the sudden abo- 
lition of slavery, are calculated to produce 
similar results; but it might be presumed that 
a recuperative power such as this country 
possesses might during the time which has 
| elapsed since the close of the war at least have 
very materially alleviated many of the conse- 
quences of that revulsion, had a wise policy 
been followed. 
Was the policy we followed wise? Was it 
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| 
calculated to promote the great purposes we | than to cast a slur upon the character of the 


are endeavoring to serve? Let us see. At 
the close of the war we had to establish and 
secure free labor and the rights of the eman- 


cipated class. 


had to give the —— of self-protection to 
those who needed it. For this reason tem- 
porary restrictions were imposed upon the late 
rebels, and we gave the right of suffrage to the 
colored people. Until the latter were enabled 
to protect themselves, political disabilities even 
more extensive than those which now exist 
rested upon the plea of eminent political ne- 
cessity. I would be the last man to conceal 
that | thought so then, and | think there was 
very good reason for it. 

But, sir, when the enfranchisement of the 
colored people was secured; when they had 
obtained the political means to protect them- 


selves, then another problem began to loom | 


up. It was not only to find new guarantees 
for the rights of the colored people, but it was 
to secure good and honest government to all. 
Let us not underestimate the importance of 
that problem, for in a great measure it includes 
the solution of the other. Certainly nothing 


could have been more calculated to remove the | 


prevailing discontent concerning the changes 
that had taken place, and to reconcile men’s 
minds to the new order of things, than the 
tangible proof that that new order of things 
was practically working well; that it could 


produce a wise and economical administration | 


of public affairs, and that it would promote 
general prosperity, thus healing the wounds 
of the past and opening to all the prospect of 
a future of material well-being and content- 
ment. 
have been more calculated to impede a gen- 
eral, hearty, and honest acceptance of the new 
order of things by the late rebel population 
than just those failures of public administra- 


tion which involve the people in material em- | 


barrassments and so seriously disturb their 
comfort. In fact, good, honest, and success- 
ful government in the southern States would 
in its moral effects, in the long run, have ex- 
erted a far more beneficial influence than 
all your penal legislation, while your penal 
legislation will fail in its desired etiects if we 
fail in establishing in the southern States an 
honest and successful administration of the 
public business. 

Now, what happened in the South? Itisa 
well-known fact that the more intelligent classes 
of southern society almost uniformly identified 


themselves with the rebellion; and by our sys- | 


tem of political disabilities just those classes 
were excluded from the management of polit- 
ical affairs. That they could not be trusted 
with the business of introducing into living 
practice the results of the war, to establish 
true free labor, and to protect the rights of the 
emancipated slaves, is true; I willingly admit it. 
But when those results and rights were consti- 
atonal secured there were other things to be 
done. 


States lay prostrated and exhausted at our feet, 


when the destructive besom of war had swept | 


over them and left nothing but desolation and 
ruin in its track, when their material interests 
were to be built up again with care and fore- 
sight—just then the public business demanded, 
more than ordinarily, the coéperation of all the 


intelligence and all the political experience that | 
could be mustered in the southern States. But | 


just then a large portion of that intelligence 
and experienee was excluded from the man- 
agement of public affairs by political disabili- 


ties, and the controlling power in those States | 


rested in a great measure in the hands of those 





To that end we had to disarm | 
those who could have prevented this, and we | 


And, on the other hand, nothing could | 


Just at that period when the southern | 
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colored people of the South. In fact, their 
conduct immediately after that great event 
which struck the shackles of slavery from 
their limbs was above praise. Look into the 
history of the world, and you will find that 


abolition of serfdom, for instance, was uni- 
formly accompanied by the atrocious outbreaks 
| of a revengeful spirit; by the slaughter of | 
nobles and their families, illumined by the | 
glare of their burning castles. 
While all the horrors of San Domingo had been 
predicted as certain to follow upon emanci- 
| pation, scarcely a single act of revenge for 
injuries suffered or for misery endured has 
| darkened the record of the emancipated bond- 
men of America. And thus their example 
stands unrivaled in history, and they, as well as 
the whole American people, may well be proud 
of it. Certainly, the southern people should 
never cease to remember and appreciate it. 
But while the colored people of the South 
earned our admiration and gratitude, I ask you 
in allcandor could they be reasonably expected, 
when, just after having emerged from a condi- 
tion of slavery, they were invested with political 
rights and privileges, to step into the political 
arena as men armed with the intelligence and 
experience necessary for the management of 
public affairs and for the solution of problems 
| made doubly intricate by the disasters which 
| had desolated the southern country? Could 
they reasonably be expected to manage the 
| business of public administration, involving to 
so great an extent the financial interests and 
the material well-being of the people, and sur- 








ity, with the wisdom 
the exigencies of the situation? 
class they were ignorant and inexperienced 
| and lacked a just conception of public inter- 


| ests, was certainly not their fault; for those || 


who have studied the history of the world 
know but too well that slavery and oppression 
are very bad political schools. But the stub- 
born fact remains that they were ignorant and 


inexperienced; that the public business was | 
an unknown world to them, and that in spite || 


of the best intentions they were easily misled, 
not unfrequently by the most reckless raseality 
which had found a way to their confidence. 
| Thus their political rights and privileges were 
| undoubtedly well calculated, and even neces- 
sary, to protect their rights as free laborers 
| and citizens ; but they were not well calculated 


public interests. 

I do not blame the colored people for it, 
| still less do I say that for this reason their 
| political rights and privileges should have been 
deniedthem. Nay, sir, | deemed it necessary 
then, and I now reatlirm that opinion, that they 
should possess those rights and privileges for 
the permanent establishment of the logical 
and legitimate results of the war and the rs 
tection of their new position in society. 
while never losing sight of this necessity, [ 
|| do say that the inevitable consequence of the 
| admission of so large an uneducated and inex- 


terests of the social body, should at least have 
| been mitigated by a counterbalancing policy. 
When ignorance and inexperience were ad- 
mitted to so large an influence upon public 
affairs, intelligence ought no longer toso large 
an extent to have been excluded. 
words, when universal suffrage was granted 
to secure the equal rights of all, universal 
amnesty ought to have been granted to make 
| all the resources of political intelligence and 


who had but recently been slaves and just | experience available for the promotion of the 


emerged from that condition, and in the hands 


ef others who had sometimes honestly, some- 


tumes by crooked means and for sinister pur- | 


poses, found a way to their confidence. 
This was the state of things asit then existed. 


Nothing could be further from my intention 


' welfare of all. 


But what did we do? 


To the uneducated 
| and inexperienced classes—uneducated and 
| inexperienced, I repeat, entirely without their 
|| fault—we opened the road to power; and, at 
| the same time, we condemned a large propor- 





almost every similar act of emancipation, the |) 


Not so here. || 


|| disposal. 


to secure a successful administration of other | 


Sut, | 


| perienced class to political power, as to the | 
probable mismanagement of the material in- | 


In other | 
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tion of the intelligence of those States, of the 

property-holding, the industrial, the profes- 
| sional, the tax-paying interest, to a worse than 
| passive attitude. We made it, as it were, easy 

for rascals who had gone South in quest of 
| profitable adventure to gain the control of 
masses so easily misied, by permitting them to 
appear as the exponents and representatives 


|| of the national power and of our policy; and 


at the same time we branded a large number 
of men of intelligence, and many of them of 
personal integrity, whose material interests 
| were so largely involved in honest govern- 


|| ment, and many of whom would have coiper- 


| ated in managing the public business with care 
| and foresight—we branded them, I say, as out- 
| casts, telling them that they ought not to be 
| suffered to exercise any intluence upon the 
management of the public business, and it 
would be unwarrantable presumption in them 
to attempt it. 

| ask you, sir, could such things fail to con- 
| tribute to the results we to-day read in the 
political corruption and demoralization, and 
in the financial ruin of some of the southern 
States? These results are now before us. 
The mistaken policy may have been pardon- 
able when these consequences were still a 
matter of conjecture and speculation; but 
what excuse have we now for continuing it 
when those results are clear before our eyes, 
beyond the reach of contradiction? 

‘These considerations would seem to apply 
| more particularly to those southern States 
| where the colored element constitutes a very 
| large proportion of the voting body. There 


| || is another which applies to all. 

rounded by difficulties of such fearful perplex- || 
and skill required by | 
That as a || 


When the rebellion stood in arms against us 
we fought and overcame force by force. ‘That 
was right. When the results of the war were 





|| first to be established and fixed we met the 


resistance they encountered with that power 
which the fortunes of war and the revolution 
|, ary character of the situation had placed at our 
The feelings and prejudices which 
|| then stood in our way had under such cireum- 
| stances but little, if any, claim to our consid- 
eration. But when the problem presented 
itself of securing the permanency, the peace- 
| able development, and the successful working 
| of the new institutions we had introduced into 
\| our political organism, we had as wise men to 
| take into careful calculation the moral forces 
| we had to deal with; for let us not indulge in 
| any delusion about this: what is to be per- 
| manent ina republic like this must be sup- 
ported by public opinion, it must rest at least 
| upon the willing acquiescence of a large and 
| firm majority of the people. 
| The introduction of the colored people, the 
| late slaves, into the body-politic as voters, 
pointedly affronted the traditional prejudices 
\| prevailing among the southern whites. What 
|| should we care about those prejudices ? In 
| war, nothing. After the close of the war, in 
'| the settlement of peace, not enough to deter 
us from doing what was right and necessary ; 
\| and yet, still enough to take them into account 
| when considering the manner in which right 
and necessity were to be served. Statesmen 
will care about popular prejudices as physi- 
cians will care about the diseased condition of 
| their patients, which they want to ameliorate. 
| Would it not have been wise for us, looking 
| at those prejudices as a morbid condition of 
| the southern mind, to mitigate, to assuage, to 
disarm them by prudent measures, and thus to 
weaken their evil influence? We desired the 
southern whites to accept in good faith uni- 
versal suffrage, to recognize the political rights 
of the colored man, and to protect him in their 
exercise. Was not that our sincere desire? 
But if it was, would it not have been wise to 
|| remove as much as possible the obstacles that 
| stood in the way of that consummation? But 
| what did we do? When we raised the colored 
| people to the rights of active citizenship and 
|| opened to them all the privileges of eligibility, 
\| we excluded from those privileges a large and 
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influential class of whites; in other words, we | 


lifted the late slave, uneducated and inexpe- 
rienced ashe was—I repeat, without his fault— 
not merely to the level of the late master class, 
but even above it. We osked certain white 
men to recognize the colored man ina political 
status not only as high but even higher than 
their own. We might say that under the eir- 
cumatances we had a perfect right to do that, 
aud I will not dispute it; but 1 ask you most 
earnestly, sir, was it wise to do it? If you 
desired the white man to accept and recognize 
the political equality of the black, wus it wise 
to imbitter and to exasperate his spirit with 
the stinging stigma of his own inferiority? 
Was it wise to withhold from him privileges in 
the enjoyment of which he was to protect the 
jute slave? This was not assuaging, disarm- 
ing prejudice; this was rather inciting, it was 
exasperating it. American statesmen will 
understand and appreciate human nature as 


it has developed itself under the influence of | 
We know that if we want | 
any class of people to overcome their preju- | 


free institutions. 





| 


} 
' 


dices in respecting the political rights and priv- | 
ileges of any other class, the very first thing | 


we have to do is to accord the same rights and 
privileges to them. No American was ever 
inclined to recognize in others public rights 
and privileges from which he himself was 
excluded; and for aught | know, in this very 
feeling, although it may take an objectionable 
form, we find one of the safeguards of popular 
liberty. 

You tell me that the late rebels had deserved 
all this in the way of punishment. Granting 
that, | beg leave to suggest that this is not the 
question, The question is, what were the means 
best calculated to overcome the difficulties 
standing in the way of a willing and universal 
recognition of the new rights and privileges of 
the emancipated class? What were the means 
to overcome the hostile influences impeding the 
development of the harmony of society in its 
pew order? Iam far from asserting that had 
no disabilities existed, universal suffrage would 
have been received by the southern whites with 
universal favor. No, sir, most probably it 
would not; but I do assert that the existence 
of disabiluies, which put so large and influ- 


| tell me how? 


ential a class of whites in point of political | 


privileges below the colored people, could not 
fuil to inflame those prejudices which stood 
in the way of a geverai aud honest acceptance 
of the uew order of things; they increased 
instead of diminishing the dangers and difli- 
culties surrounding the emancipated class ; 
und nobody felt that more keenly than the 
colored people of the South themselves. To 
their houor be it said, following a just instinct, 
they were among the very first, not only in the 
South but all over the country, in entreating 
Congress to remove those odious discrimina- 
tions whieh put ia jeopardy their own rights 
by making them greater than those of others. 
l'rom the colored people themselves, it seems, 
we have in this respect received a lesson in 
siatesmanship. 

Well, then, what policy does common sense 
suggest tous now? If we sincerely desire to 
give to the southern States good and honest 
government, material prosperity, and meas- 
urable contentment, as far at least as we can 
contribute to that end; if we really desire to 
weaken and disarm those prejudices and re- 
sentments which still disturb the harmony of 
society, will it not be wise, will it not be neces- 
sary, will it not be our duty to show that we 
are in no sense the allies aud abettors of those 
who use their political power to plunder their 
fellow-citizens, and that we do not mean to 
keep one class of people in unnecessary degra- 


Look at it. Do these disabilities serve in 
any way to protect anybody in his rights or 
in his liberty or in his property or in his life? 


Does the fact that some men are excluded | 


from office, in any sense or measure, make 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 






January 30 





ew 


| took great pains to inform us that it iz abso. 


_lutely necessary to exclude somebod 
| office in order to demonstrate our dj 


others more secure in their lives or in their | 


property or in their rights? Can anybody 
Or do they, perhaps, prevent 
even those who are excluded from oflicial 
position from doing mischief if they are mis- 
chievously inclined? Doestbe exclusion from 
ollice, does any feature of your system of 
political disabilities, take the revolver or the 
bowie-knife or the scourge from the hands of 
any one who wishes touse it? Does it destroy 
the influence of the more intelligent upon 
society, if they mean to use that influence for 
mischievous purposes ? 

We hear the Ku Kiux outrages spoken of as 
a reason why political disabilities should not 
be removed. Did not these very same Ku 


Klux outrages happen while disabilities were | 


in existence? Is it not clear, then, that the 
existence of political disabilities did not pre- 
vent them? 
have any practical effect it is, while not in any 
degree diminishing the power of the evil-dis- 
posed for mischief, to incite and sharpen their 
mischievous inclination by increasing their 
discontent with the condition they live in. 

lt must be clear to every impartial observer 


that were ever so many of those who are now | 


disqualified, put in office, they never could do 


| with their official power as much mischief as 
| the mere fact of the existence of the system of 
| political disabilities with its inevitable conse- 


quences is doing to-day. ‘The scandals of mis- 
government in the South which we complain 
of I admit were not the first and original 
cause of the Ku Klux outrages. But every 
candid observer will also have to admit that 


they did serve to keep the Ku Klux spirit alive. | 


No, sir, if political disabilities | 





Without such incitement it might gradually | 


by this time, to @ great extent at least, have | 
| spent itself. 


And now if the scandals of mis- 
government were, partly at least, owing to 
the exclusion of so iarge a portion of the iutel- 


_ligence and experience of the South from the 


active management of affars, must it not be 
clear that a measure which will tend to remedy 
this evil may also tend to reduce the causes 
which still disturb the peace and harmony of 


| society? 


We accuse the southern whites of having 


| missed their chance of gaining the confidence 
'of the emancipated class when, by a fairly 


demonstrated purpose of recognizing and pro- 
tecting them in their rights, they might have 


|| of treason. 


That we might have done. 
|| Because the American people instinctively 


¥ from 


° : ; 5 Sappro- 
bation of the crime of rebellion. Methink, 


that the American people have signified their 
disapprobation of the crime of rebellion ina 
far more pointed manner. They sent againg, 
the rebellion a million armed men. We fought 
and conquered the armies of the rebels: we 
carried desolation into their land: we gwe it 
out of existence that system of slavery which 
was the soul of their offeuse and was to be the 
corner-stone of their newempire. If that Was 
not signifying our disapprobation of the crime 
of rebellion, then | humbly submit that your 
system of political disabilities, ouly excluding 
some persons from office, will scarcely do jt, 
Il remember, also, to have heard the argu. 
ment that under all circumstances the law 
must be vindicated. What law in this case? 
If any law is meant, it must be the law im. 
posing the penalty of death upon the crime 
F Well, if at the close of the war 
we had assumed the stern and bloody virtue 
of the ancient Roman, and had proclaimed 
that he who raises his hand against this 
tepublic must surely die, then we might have 


claimed for ourselves at least the merit of 


logical consistency. We might have thought 
that by erecting a row of gallows stretching 
from the Potomac to the Kio Grande, and by 
making a terrible example of all those who 
had proved faithless to their allegiance, we 
would strike terror into the hearts of this and 
coming generations, to make them tremble at 
the mere thought of treasonable undertakings, 
Why did we not? 


recoiled from the idea; because every wise 
man remembered that where insurrections 
are punished and avenged with the bloodiest 
Sitti there insurrections do most frequently 
occur; wituess France and Spain and the 


, southern part of this hemisphere; that there 


is a fascination fur bloody reckonings which 
allures instead of repelling—a fascination 
like that of the serpent’s eye, which irre: 
sistibly draws on its victim. Ihe American 


| people recoiled from it, because they telt and 


kuew that the civilization of the nineteenth 
century has for such evils a better medicine 


| than biood. 


acquired upon them a salutary influence. That | 


accusation is by no means unjust; but must we 


not admit, also, that by excluding them frém || 


their political rights and privileges we put the 
dumper of most serious discouragement upon 
the good intentions which might have grown up 
among them? Let us place ourselves in their 
situation, and then I ask you how many of us 
would, under the same circumstances, have 


risen above the ordinary impulses of human | 


nature to exert a salutary influence in defiance 
of our own prejudices, being so pointedly told 
every day that it was not the business of those 
laboring under political disabilities to meddle 
with public affairs at all. And thus, in what- 
ever direction you may turn your eyes, you 


| look in vain for any practical good your polit- 


dation by withholding from them rights and | 


privileges which all others enjoy? Seeing the 


mischief which the system of disabilities is | 


accomplishing, is it not ume that there should 
be at least an end of it; or is there any good 
it can possibly do to make up for the harm it 
has already wrought and is still working? 


| 


ical disabilities might possibly accomplish. 
You find notbing, absolutely nothing, in their 
practical effects but the aggravation of evils 
already existing, and the prevention of a salu- 
tary development. 

Is it not the part of wise men, sir, to 
acknowledge the failure of a policy like this 
in order to remedy it, especially since every 
candid mind must recognize that by continu- 
ing the mistake, absolutely no practical good 
can be subserved? 

But I am told that the system of disabilities 
must be maintained for a certain moral effect. 
The Senator from Indiana [Mr. Morro] 





Thus, sir, the penalty of treason as provid: 
ed for by law remained a dead letter on the 
statute-book, and we instinctively adopted a 
generous policy, and we added fresh luster to 
the glory of the American name by doing so. 
And now you would speak of vindicating the 
law against treason, which demands death, by 
merely excluding a number of persons from 
eligibility to office! Do you not see that, asa 
vindication of the law against treason, as an 
act of punishment, the system of disabilities 
sinks down to the level of a ridiculous mock- 
ery? If you want your system of disabilities 


'| to appear at all in a respectable light, then, in 


the name of common sense, do not call it a 
punishment for treason. Standing there, as it 
does, stripped of all the justification it once 
derived from political necessity, it would appear 
only as the evidence of an impotent desire to 
be severe without the courage to carry it out. 
But, having once adopted the policy of gen- 
| erosity, the only question for us is how to 
make that policy most fruitful. The answer 
is we shall make the policy of generosity most 
fruitful by making it most complete. 

The Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Buck- 
INGHAM, ] whom I am so unfortunate as not to 
see in his seat to-day, when he opened the 
debate, endeavored to fortify his theory by an 
illustration borrowed from the Old ‘l'estament, 
and I am willing to take that illustration off 
his hands. He asked,if Absalom had lived 
after his treason, and had been excluded from 
his father’s table, would he have had a just 
reason to complain of an unjust deprivation of 
rights? It seems to me that story of Absalom 
contains a most excellent lesson, which the 
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Senate of the United States ought to read cor- 
rectly. For the killing of his brother, Absa- | 
jom had lived in banishment, from which the || 


. . . 1 
king, his father, permitted him to return ; but || 


| 


i 
i 
| 
| 
t 


the wayward son was bat half pardoned, for 1 
he was not permitted to see his father’s face. || 
{nd it was for that reason, and then, that he || 
went among the people to seduce them into a | 
rebellion agvinst. his royal father’s authority. | 
Had be survived that rebellion, king David, || 
gs a prudent statesman, would either have || 
;illed his son Absalom or he would have ad- | 
mitted him to his table, in order to make him | 
q good son again by unstinted fatherly love. | 
But he would certainly not have permitted | 
jis son Absalom to run at large, capable of | 
dving mischief, and at the same time by small |, 
measures of degradation inciting him to do it. |, 
And that is just the policy we have followed. | 
We huve permitted the late rebels to ran at | 
large, capable of doing mischief, and then by |, 
small measures of degradation, utterly useless | 
fur any good purpose, we incired them to doit. || 
Looking at your political disabilities with an |) 
impartial eye, you will find thar, as a measure | 
of punishment, they did not go far enough ; as |, 
a measure of policy they went much too far. || 
We were fur too generous to subjugate the || 
hearts of our late enemies by terror; and we || 
mixed our generosity with just enough of bit- || 
terness to prevent it from bearing its full fruit. | 
] repeat, we can make the policy of generosity | 
wost fruitful only by making it mo-t complete. | 
What objection, then, can stand against this |; 
consideration of public good? 
You tell me that many of the late rebels do |, 
not deserve a full restoration of their rights. |) 
That may be so; 1 do not deny it; but yet, 
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| 
Look at the nations around us. In the } if it be as great? Can yortell me? Is it wise 


| Parliament of Germany how many men are || even to incur the suspicion of making an 


there sitting who were once what you would || exeeption merely for the sake of excluding 
call fugitives from justice, exiles on account || somebody, when no possible good can be ac- 
of their revolutionary acts, now admitted to || complished by it, and when you can thus only 
the great council of the nation in the fullness | increase the number of men incited to discon- 
of their rights and privileges—and mark you, | tent and mischief by small and unnecessary 
without having been asked to abjure the opin- || degradations ? 
ions they formerly held, for at the present || And now as to the original conspirators, 
moment most of them still belong to the Lib- |, what has become of them? Someof them are 
eralopposition. Look at Austria, where Count | dead; and as to those who are still living, I 
Andrassy, a man who, in 1849, wascondemned || ask you, sir, are they not dead also? Look at 
tothe gallows as a rebel, at this moment stands || Jefferson Davis himself. What if you exclude 
at the head of the imperial ministry ; and those | even him—and certainly our feelings would 
who kvow the history of that country are fully | naturally impel us to do so; but let our reason 
aware that the policy of which that amnesty | speak—what if you exclude even him? 
was a part, which opened to Count Andrassy | Would you not give him an importance which 
the road to power, hasattached Hungary more | otherwise he never would possess, by mak- 
closely than ever to the Austrian Crown, from | ing people believe that you are even oocu- 
which a narrow-minded policy of severity would || pying your minds enough with him to make 
have driven her. him an exception to an act of generous wis- 
Now, sir, ought we not to profit by the wis- || dom? Truly to refrain from making an act 
dom of such examples? It may be said that |, of amnesty general on account of the orginal 
other Governments were far more rigorous im | conspirators, candidly speuking, I would not 
their first repressive measures, and that they || consider worth while. I would not leave 
put off the grant of a general amnesty much | them the pitiable distinction of not being 
longer afier suppressing an insurrection than || pardoned. Your very generosity will be to 
we are required to do. So they did; but is | them the source of the bitterest disappoint- 
not this the great Republic of the New World | ment. Aslong asthey are excluded, they may 
which marches in the very vanguard of modern || still find some satisfaction in the delusion of 


| civilization, and which, when an example of | being considered men of dangerous import- 


wisdom is set by other nations, should motonly || ance. ‘Their very disabilities they look upon 
rise to its level, but far above it? | to-day as a recognition of their power. They 

It seems now to be generally admitted that || may still make themselves and others believe 
the time has come for a more comprehensive | that, were the southern people only left free 
removal of politieal disabilities than has so far | in their choice, they would eagerly raise them 
been granted. If that sentiment be sincere, if |, again to the highest honors. 


| you really do desire to accomplish the greatest 
| possible good by this measure that can be done, 
| I would ask you what practical advantage do 
| you expect to derive from the exclusions for 


sir, if many of them do not deserve it, is it not 
a far more important consideration how much 


| 
| 
| 
the welfare of the country will be promoted 





by it? | 

lam told that many of the late rebels, if || 
we volunteer a pardon to them, would not | 
appreciate it. 1 do not deny this; it may be || 
so, for the race of fools, unfortunately, is not | 
all dead yet; but if they do not appreciate it, | 
shall we have no reason to appreciate the great | 
good which by this measure of generosity will |. 
be conferred upon the whole land? | 

Some Senator, referring to a defaulting pay- 
master who experienced the whole rigor of the 
law, asked us, ‘‘ Whena poor defaulter is pun- 
ished, shall a rebel go free? Is embezzle- 
ment @ greater crime than treason?’’ 
sir, it is not; but again I repeat that is not 
the question. The question is whether a gen- 





| 
No, | 
| 


which this bill provides? Look at them one | 


after another. 


First, all those are excluded who when the | 


rebellion broke out were members of Congress, 


and left their seats in these halls to join it. | 
Why are these men to be excluded as a class? | them. 


Because this class contains a number of prom- 


inent individuals, who, in the rebellion, became | 


particularly conspicuous and obnoxious, and 
among them we find those whom we might 
designate as the original conspirators. But 


tioned by name. Most of those, however, who 


cause with the rebels were in no way more 
_ responsible for the rebellion than other promi- 


eral amnesty to rebels is not far more urgently || nent men at the South who do not fall under 


demanded by the public interest than a gen- 
ernl pardon for thieves. 
said of the greatness and the heinous char- 


acter of the crime of rebellion, a single glance || South to readmit to the management of public | 


at the history of the world and at the practice | 


of other nations will convince you that in all || 


ie ; ; ° | 
civilized countries the measure of punishment 


to be visited on those guilty of that crime is 
almost uniformly eer as a question of great | 
policy and almost never as a question of strict | 
justice. And why is this? Why is it that a | 
thief, although pardoned, will never again be 
regarded as an untainted member of society, 
while a pardoned rebel may still rise to the | 
highest honors of the State, and sometimes | 


even gain the sincere and general esteem and || 


confidence of his countrymen? Because a | 


broad line of distinction is drawn between a || 


violation of law in which political opinion is the 
controlling element (however erroneous, nay, 
however revolting that opinion may be, and 
however disastrous the consequences of the | 
act) and those infamous crimes of which moral | 
depravity is the principal ingredient; and be- 
Cause even the most disastrous political con- 
flicts may be composed for the common good | 
by a conciliatory process, while the infamous 
Crime always calls for a strictly penal correc- 
Mon. You may call this just or not, but such 
18 the public opinion of the civilized world, 
and you find it in every civilized country. 





Whatever may be |, 


' this exception. If we accept at all the argu- 
ment that it will be well for the cause of good 


| government and the material welfare of the 


| affairs all the intelligence and political expe- 
rience in those States, why, then, exclude as a 


|| class men who, having been members of Con- 
|| gress, may be presumed to possess a higher 


| degree of that intelligence and experience 
| than the rest? If you want that article at all 
for good purposes, I ask you, do you not want 
'as large a supply of that article as you can 
| obtain? 
Leaving aside the original conspirators, is 


there any reason in the world why those mem- | 


bers of Congress should be singled out from 
| the numerous class of intelligent and prom- 
inent men who were or had been in office and 
| had taken the same oath which is administered 
| in these Halls? Look at it. You do not pro- 
| pose to continue the disqualification of men 
| who served this country as foreign ministers, 
| who left their important posts, betrayed the 
| interests of this country in foreign lands to 
| come back and join the rebellion; you do not 
| propose to exclude from the benetit of this act 


| those who sat upon the bench and doffed the 
judicial ermine to take part in the rebellion ; 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| 


' 


| these are few, and they might have been men- | 





But you relieve them of their exclusion, and 
they will at onee become conscious of their 
nothingness, a nothingness most glaringly con- 
spicuous then, for you will have drawn away 
the vail that has concealed it. 1 suspect that 
gentlemen on the Democratic side of the House, 
whom they would consider their political 
friends, would be filled with dismay at the 
mere thought of their reappearance among 
if there is anything that could prevent 


them from voting for universal amnesty, it 


might be the fear, if they entertained it at all, 
of seeing Jefferson Davis once more a Senator 
of the United States. 

But more than that: you relieve that class 
of persons, those old misleaders, of their exclu- 


| sion, and they will soon discover that the peo- 


left their seats in Congress to make common | ple whom they once plunged into disaster and 


| ruin have in the meantime grown, if not as 
| wise as they ought to be, certainly too wise to 


put their destinies in the hands of the same 
men again. I hope, therefore, you wil! not 
strip this measure of the merit ouitis a gen- 
eral amnesty to spare the original plotiers this 
most salutary experience. 

So much for the first exception. Now to 
the'seeond. It excludes from the benefit of 


| this act all those who were officers of the Army 


_or of the Navy and then joined the rebellion. 


‘| 


| 
} 





Why exelude that class of persons? I have 


| heard the reason very frequently stated upon 


the floor of the Senate; it is because those 
men had been educated at the public expense, 
and their turning against the Government was 


| therefore an act of peculiar faithlessness and 


| strong argument at first sight. 


black ingratitude. That might appear a very 
But | ask you 
was it not one of the very first acts of this 
Administration to appoint one of the most 
prominent and conspicuous of that class to a 


very lucrative and respeetable public oflice? 


_I mean General Longstreet. He had obtained 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| American people. 
| ope of the pets of the American 


his military edueation at the expense of the 
He was one of the wards, 
tepublic, 
and then he turned against it as a rebel. What- 
ever of faithlessnese, whatever of black ingrat- 
itude there is in such conduct, it was in his; 
and yet, in spite of all this, the President nom- 


| and if such men are not to be disfranchised, || inated him for an office, and your consent, 
why disfranchise the common run of the Con- 
gressmen, whose guilt is certainly not greater, 


Senators, mude him a public dignitary. Why 
did you break the rule in hiscase? 1 will not 
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say that you did it because he had become a 
tepublican, for | am far from attributing any 
mere partisan motive to your action. No; you 
did his conduct after the close of 
hostilities had been that of a well-disposed and 
law-abidingcitizen. ‘Thus, then, the rule which 
you, Senators, have established for your own 
conduct imply this: you will in the case 
of officers of the Army or the Navy waive the 
charge of peculiar faithlessness and ingratitude 
if the persons in question after the war had 


it because 


become law-abiding and well-disposed citizens. | 


Well, is it not a fact universally recognized, 
and i believe entirely uncontradicted, that of 
all classes of men connected with the rebel- 
lion there is not one whose conduct since the 
close of the war has been so unexceptionable, 
and in a great many instances so beneficial in 
its influence upon southern society, as the offi- 
cers of the Army and the Navy, especially 
those who before the war had been members 
of our regular establishments? Why, then, 
except them from this act of amnesty? If 
you take subsequent good conduct into ac- 
count at all, these men are the very last who 
as a class ought to be excluded. And would 
it not be well to encourage them in well-doing 


by a sign on our part that they are not to be || 


looked upon as outcasts whose influence is not 
desired, even when they are inclined to use it 
for the promotion of the common welfare? 


|| effects you contemplate. 


The third class excluded consists of those 
who were members of State conventions, and 


in those State conventions voted for ordinances 
of secession. 
which fell from the lips of the Senator from 
Indiana, they were the objects of his partic- 
ular displeasure. Why this? Here we have 
a large number of men of local standing who 
in some cases may have been leaders on a 
small seale, but most of whom were drawn into 
the whirl of the revolutionary movement just 
like the rest of the southern population. If 


7 


what do you mean to accomplish by making 


up and preserving your lists of pardoned per- 
sons? Can they be of any possible advantage 
to the country in any way? Why, then, load 
down an act like this with such useless circum- 
stance, while as an act of grace and wisdom 


it certainly ought to be as straightforward and | 


simple as possible ? 

Let me now in a few words once more sum 
up the whole meaning of the question which 
we are now engaged in discussing. No candid 
man can deny that our system of political dis- 


abilities is in no way calculated to protect the | 


rights or the property or the life or the lib- 
erty of any living man, Or in any way practi- 


_eally to prevent the evil-disposed from doing 


mischief. Why do you think of granting any 
amnesty at all? Is it not to produce on the 
popular mind at the South aconciliatory effect, 
to quicken the germs of good intentions, to 
encourage those who can exert a beneficial 
influence, to remove the pretexts of ill-feeling 


‘and animosity, and to aid in securing to the 


southern States the blessings of good and hon- 


est government? 
what can it be? 
But if it be this, if you really do desire to 
produce such moral effects, then I entreat you 
also to consider what moral means you have to 


if that is not your design, 


| employ in order to bring forth those moral 


If an act of generous 
statesmanship, or of statesman-like generosity, 
is to bear full fruit, it should give not as little 


|| as possible, but it should give as much as pos- 


If we may judge from the words | 


you accept the proposition that it will be well | 
and wise to permit the intelligence of the coun- 


try to participate in the management of the 


public business, the exclusion of just these || 


people will appear especially inappropriate, 
beeause their local iniluence might be made 
peculiarly beneficial; and if you exclude these 
persons, whose number is considerable, you 
tell just that class of people whose coUpera- 
tion might be made most valuable that their 
coUperation is not wanted, for the reason that, 
according to the meaning and intent of your 
system of disabilities, public affairs are no 
business of theirs. You object that they are 
more guilty than the rest. 


‘|| amnesty is always the best. 


Suppose they are— | 


and in many cases I am sure they are only | 


apparentiy so—but if they were not guilty 
of any wrong, they would need no amuesty. 
Amnesty is made for those who bear a cer- 
tain degree of guilt. Or would you indulge 
here in the solemn farce of giving pardon only 
to those who are presumably innocent? You 
grant your amnesty that it may bear good 
fruit; and if you do it for that purpose, then 
do not diminish the good fruit it may bear by 


leaving unplanted the most promising soil | 


upon which it may grow, 

A few words now about the second section 
of the bill before you, which imposes upon 
those who desire to have the benefitof amnesty 
the duty of taking an oath to support the 
Constitution before some public officer, that 
oath to be registered, the list to be laid be- 


fore Congreas and to be preserved in the office | 


of the Secretary of State. Sir, I ask you, can 
you or any one tell me what practical good is 
to be accomplished by a provision like this? 
You may say that the taking of another oath 
will do nobody any harm. Probably not; but 
can you tell me, in the name of common 
sense, what harm in this case the taking of that 
oath will prevent? Or have we read the his- | 
tory of the world in vain, that we should not | 
know yet how little political oaths are worth | 


sible. You must not do things by halves if 
you want to produce whole results. You must 
not expose yourself to the suspicion of a nar- 
row-minded desire to pinch off the size of your 
gift wherever there is a chance {for it, as if you 
were afraid you could by any possibility give 


| too much, when giving more would benefit the 
| country more, and when giving less would de- 


tract from the beneficent effect of that which 
you do give. 

Let me tell you it is the experience of all 
civilized nations the world over, when an am- 
nesty is to be granted at all, the completest 
Any limitation 


| you may impose, however plausible it may seem 


at first sight, will be calculated to take away 


| much of the virtue of that which is granted. 


I entreat you, then, in the name of the accu- |! 
mulated experience of history, let there bean | 


| end of these bitter and useless and disturbing 


| discussions and our minds, we shall feel as | 


questions; let the books be finally closed, and 
when the subject is forever dismissed from our 


much relieved as those who are relieved of 
their political disabilities. 


Sir, I have to say a few words about an ac- | 
cusation which has been brought against those | 

| who speak in favor of universal amnesty. 
is the accusation resorted to, in default of | 


more solid argument, that those who advise 


amnesty, especially universal amnesty, do so | 
| because they have fallen in love with the rebels. | 


| No, sir, it is not merely for the rebels I plead. 


We are asked, shall the rebellion go entirely | 
Neither | 


unpunished? No, sir, it shall not. 
do I think that the rebellion has gone entirely 


/unpunished, I ask you, had the rebels nothing 
' to lose but their lives and their offices? Look 


| at it. 


There was a proud and arrogant aris- 


| tocracy planting their feet on the necks of the 
| laboring people, and pretending to be the born 


| rulers of this great Republic. 


| 


They looked 
down, not only upon their slaves, but also upon 
the people of the North, with the haughty 
contempt of self-asserting superiority. When 
their pretensions to rule us all were first suc- 
cessfully disputed, they resolved to destroy 
this Republic, and to build up on the corner- 
stone of slavery an empire of their own in 
which they could hold absolute sway. They 


made the attempt with the most overween- | 


ingly confident expectation of certain victory. 
Then came the civil war, and after four years 


to improve the morality of a people or to || of struggle their whole power and pride lay 
secure the stability of a Government? And || shivered to atoms at our feet, their sons dead 


It | 
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by tens of thousands on the battle-fields of thie 
country, their fields and their homes denen. 
tated, their fortunes destroyed ; and more th. 


j than 
that, the whole social system in which ther 
had their very being, with all their hopes a d 


pride, utterly wiped out ; slavery forever qj,,,). 
isbed, and the slaves themselves created . 
political power before which they had to bow 
their heads, and they, broken, ruined, hel 
and hopeless in the dust before those jy,,, 
whom they had so haughtily looked down «. 
their vassals and inferiors. Sir, can jt }, 
said that the rebellion has gone entirely yy 
punished ? : 
You may object that the loyal people, too 
were subjected toterrible sufferings; that their 
sons, too, were slaughtered by tens of thoy. 
sands; that the mourning of countless widows 


pless 


| and orphans is still darkening our land; that 


we are groaning under terrible burdens whic}; 
the rebellion has loaded upon us, and that 
therefore part of the punishment has falley 
upon the innocent. And it is certainly true. 
But look at the difference. We issued froy, 
this great conflict as conquerors; upon the 
graves of our slain we could lay the wreath 
of victory; our widows and orphans, while 
mourning the loss of their dearest, still remem. 
ber with proud exultation that the blood of 
their husbands and fathers was not spilled in 
vain; thatit flowed for the greatest and holiest 
and at the same time the most victorious of 
causes; and when our people labor in the 
sweat of their brow to pay the debt which the 
rebellion has loaded upon us, they do it with 
the proud consciousness that the heavy price 
they have paid is infinitely overbalauced by 
the value of the results they have gained; 
slavery abolished; the great American Repub- 
lie purified of her foulest stain; the American 
people no longer a people of masters and 
slaves, but a people of equal citizens; the 
most dangerous element of disturbance and 
disintegration wiped out from among us; this 
country put upon the course of harmonious 
development, greater, more beautiful, mightier 
than ever in its self-conscious power. And 
thus, whatever losses, whatever sacrifices, 
whatever sufferings we may have endured, 
they appear before us in a blaze of glory. 
But how do the southern people stand there? 
All they have sacrificed, all they have lost, all 
the blood they have spilled, all the desolation 
of their homes, all the distress that stares them 
in the face, all the wreck and ruin they see 


| around them, all for nothing, all for a wicked 


folly, all for a disastrous infatuation ; the very 
graves of their slain nothing but monuments 
of a shadowy delusion; all their former hopes 
vanished forever ; and the very magniloquence 
which some of their leaders are still indulging 
in nothing but a mocking illustration of their 
utter discomfiture! Ah, sir, if ever human 
efforts broke down in irretrievable disaster, if 
ever human pride was humiliated to the dust, 
if ever human hopes were turned into despair, 
there you behold them. 

You may say that they deserveditall. Yes, 
but surely, sir, you cannot say that the rebel- 
lion has gone entirely unpunished. Nor will 
the Senator from Indiana, with all his decla- 
mation (and I am sorry not now to see him 


| before me) make any sane man believe that 


had no political disabilities ever been imposed, 
the history of the rebellion, as long as the 


_memory of men retains the recollection of the 


great story, will ever encourage a future gen- 
eration to rebel again, or that if even this 
great example of disaster should fail to extin- 


|| guish the spirit of rebellion, his little scare- 


crow of exclusion from ofiice will be more 
than a thing to be laughed at by little boys. 

And yet, sir, it is certainly true that after 
the close of the war we treated the rebels with 
a generosity never excelled in the history of 


|| the world. And thus in advising a general 


amnesty it is not merely for the rebels I plead. 
But I plead for the good of the country, which 
in its best interests will be benefited by amnesty 
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= 
+ as much as the rebels are benefited them- 
ae s, if not more. : 

Nay, sir, | plead also for the colored people 
she South, whose path will be smoothed by 
voacure calculated to assuage some of the 
* tadiees and to disarm some of the bitter- 
onal which still confront them; and I am 
» that nothing better could happen to them, 
»othing could be more apt to make the growth 
 eood feeling between them and the former 
‘sacter-class easier than the destruction of a || 
-esiem Which, by giving them a political supe- 
nority, endangers their peaceable enjoyment 
val rights. 1 


ms 
A 


yr equ 
” oe | may say to my honorable friend from | 
\assachusetts, [Mr. SumNer,] who knows 
well how highly I esteem him, and whom I || 
‘ncerely honor for his solicitude concerning || 
the welfare of the lowly, that my desire to see || 
their wrongs righted is no less sincere and no || 
less unhampered by any traditional prejudice || 
than his; although I will confess that as to || 
the constitutional means to that end we may || 
sometimes seriously differ; but I cannot re- | 
frain from expressing my regret that this 
measure should be loaded with anything that 


< 
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| more to revive true loyalty and a healthy | 
national spirit, than keeping alive the resent- 


ments of the past by a useless degradation of | 
certain classes of persons; and that we shall fail | 
to do our duty unless we use every means tocon- 
tribute our share to that end. And those, I 


| apprehend, expose themselves to grievous dis- 
|appointment who still think that by dinning 


again and again in the ears of the people the 
old battle-cries of the civil war, they can befog 
the popular mind as to the true requirements 


| of the times, and overawe and terrorize the 


public sentiment of the country. 
Sir, I am coming to a close. 
more. We have heard protests here against 
amnesty as a measure intended to make us 
forget ‘he past and to obscure and confuse our 


moral appreciation of the great events of our | 
No, sir; neither would I have the | 


history. 
past forgotten, with its great experiences and 
teachings. Let the memory of the grand 


uprising for the integrity of the Republic ; let | 


those heroic deeds and sacrifices before which 
the power of slavery crumbled into dust, be 


ferever held in proud and sacred remembrance 


bythe American people. Let it never be for- 


One word 


would make them feel in their hearts that in 
its good and evil fortunes their rights and 
interests are bound up just as ours are, and 
that therefore its peace, 1\s welfare, its honor, 
and its greatness may and ought to be as dear 
to them as they are to us. 

I do not, indeed, indulge in the delusion that 
this act alone will remedy all the evils which 
we now deplore. No, it will not; but it will 
be a powertul appeal to the very best instinets 
and impulses of human nature; it will, like 
a warm ray of sunshine in spring-time, quicken 
and eall to light the germs of good intention 
wherever they exist; it will give new courage, 
confidence, and inspiration to the well-dis- 
posed; it will weaken the power of the mis- 
chievous, by stripping of their pretexts and 
exposing in their nakedness the wicked designs 
they still may cherish; it will light anew the 
beneficent glow of fraternal feeling and of 
national spirit; for, sir, your good sense as 
well as your heart must tell you that, when this 
is truly a people of citizens equal in their 
political rights, it will then be easier to make 
it also a people of brothers. 

Mr. NYE obtained the floor. 


is not strictly germane to it, knowing as we || gotten, as I am sure it never can be forgotten, 
both do that the amendment he has proposed || that the American Union, supported by her 
cannot secure the necessary two-thirds vote in || faithful children, can never be undermined by 
at least one of the Houses of Congress, and || any conspiracy ever so daring, nor overthrown 


that therefore it will be calculated to involve || by any array of enemies ever so formidable. 
| 


Mr. CONKLING. Will my friend allow 
me one moment ? 
Mr. NYE. Certainly. 


APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


this measure also in the danger of common | 
fuilure. I repeat, it is wot merely for the 
rebels I plead; it is for the whole American 
people, for there is not a citizen in the land || 
whose true interests, rightly understood, are || 
not largely concerned in every measure affect- || 
ing the peace and welfare of any State of this | 
Union. 
Believe me, Senators, the statesmanship || 
which this period of our history demands is 
not exhausted by high-sounding declamation 
about the greatness of the crime of rebellion, 
and fearful predictions as to what is going to |! 
happen unless the rebels are punished with || 
ufticient severity. We have heard so much 
of this from some gentlemen, and so Jittle else, 
that the inquiry naturally suggests itself whether | 
this is the whole compass, the be-all and the | 
end-all of their political wisdom and their polit- | 
ical virtue; whether it is really their opinion 
hat the people of the South may be plundered || 


| of this 


Let the great achievements of our struggle for | 


national existence be forever a source of lofty 
inspiration to our children and children’s 
children. 

But surely, sir, ] think no generous resolu- 


tion on our part will mar the luster of those | 


memories, nor will it obliterate from the 
southern mind the overwhelming experience 
that he who raises his hand against the majesty 
tepublic is doomed to disastrous 
humiliation and ruin. I would not have it 
forgotten; and, indeed, that experience is so 
indelibly written upon the southern country 
that nothing can wipe it out. 

But, sir, as the people of the North and of 
the South must live together as one people, 


_and as they must be bound together by the 


bonds of a common national feeling, I ask you, 
will it not be well for us so to act that the his- 
tory of our great. civil conflict, which cannot be 
forgotten, can neither be remembered by south- 


with impunity by rascals in power, that the sub- || ern men without finding in its closing chap- 
stance of those States may be wasted, that their || ter this irresistible assurance: that we, their 


credit may be ruined, that their prosperity may | 


be blighted, that their future may be blasted, || their enemies, but their friends? 


conquerors, meant to be, and were after all, not 


° 2 e ° | e ° 
that the poison of bad feeling may still be || southern people con over the distressing cata- 





kept working where we might do something | logue of the misfortunes they have brought | 


to assuage its effects; that the people may lose 
more and more their faith in the efficiency of 
self-government and of republican institutions; | 
that all this may happen, and we look on com- 
placently, if we can only continue to keep a | 
horn in the side of our late enemies, and to | 
demonstrate again and again, as the Senator 
from Indiana has it, our disapprobation of the 
crime of rebellion? 

Sir, such appeals as these, which we have | 
heard so frequently, may be well apt to tickle 
the ear of an unthinking multitude. But un- | 
less I am grievously in error, the people of the | 


United States are a multitude not unthinking. 

he American people are fast becoming aware 

that great as the crime of rebellion is, there 

are Other villainies beside it; that much as it | 
inay deserve punishment there are other evils | 
flagrant enough to demand energetic correc: | 
tion, that the remedy for such evils does 

atter all not consist in the maintenance of 
political disabilities, and that it would be well 

to look behind those vociferous demonstra- | 
tions of exclusive and austere patriotism to 
see what abuses and faults of policy they are | 
to cover, and what rotten sores they are to dis- | 
guise. The American people are fast begin- 
hing to perceive that good and honest govern- | 
ment in the South, as well as throughout the 
whole country, restoring a measurable degree of 
confidence and contentment, will do infinitely 








|| upon themselves, will it not be well, will it not 


| be ** devoutly to be wished ’’ for our common 
| future, if at the end of that catalogue they find 
| an act which will force every fair-minded man 
| in the South to say of the northern people, 
| **When we were at war they inflicted upon us 
| the severities of war; but when the contest 


| had closed and they found us prostrate before | 


| them, grievously suffering, surrounded by the 


| of new disasters, they promptly swept all the 
resentments of the past out of their way and 
| stretched out their hands to us with the very 
| fullest measure of generosity, anxious, eager 
| to lift us up from our prostration ?’’ 
| 





Sir, will not this do something to dispel 
those mists of error and prejudice which are 
still clouding the southern mind? I ask again, 
will it not be well to add to the sad memories 
of the past which forever will live in their 
minds, this cheering experience, so apt to pre- 
pare them for the harmony of a better and 
common future? 

No, sir; I would not have the past forgotten, 
but I would have its history completed and 
crowned by an act most worthy of a great, 
noble, and wise people. By all the means 
which we have in our hands, | would make 
even those who have sinned against this Repub- 
lic see in its flag, not the symbol of their last- 
ing degradation, but of rights equal to all; I 





When the |! 


most perplexing difficulties and on the brink | 


Mr. CONKLING. I desire to bring to the 
Senate knowledge of a fact connected with the 
apportionment biil passed on yesterday. There 

| was upon the report of the Judiciary Commit- 
tee introduced into that bill an amendment 
providing for cases in which States might 
abridge the elective franchise, and by an error 
in the amendment the wrong section of the 
article of the Constitution was referred to, see- 
tion one, and not section two, as was intended. 
Before this came to the knowledge of the 
House, the amendment of the Senate was con: 
curred in, and | bring the fact to the knowl- 
edge of the Senate, in order that if it be the 
pleasure of the Senate the House may be re- 
quested to return the bill, inasmuch as we have 
not been informed of the concurrence of the 
House. It seems to meto be incumbent upon 
the Senate rather than upon the House to make 
| the request to take the action necessary to cor- 
' rect the error because we fell into the error 
here. I have before me the provision of the 
bill, as it stands reported in the Globe, and 
I have inquired and find that it is so in the 
original bill. It refers to article fourteen, sec- 
|| tion one, of the Constitution. The reference 
intended to be made was to article fourteen, 
section two, of the Constitution. In the absence 
|| of some better suggestion, | move that the 
House be requested to return this bill, when J 
|, suppose the error being merely literal and 
accidental can be corrected in a moment, and 
the bill sent back to the House, when a recon- 
currence can take place at once. 

Mr. THURMAN. Ido not know what the 
practice in Congress has been, but it strikes 
me that unless the practice has been settled 
in accordance with the motion made by the 
Senator from New York he proposes a prac- 
tice that is inadmissible. We can certainly 
| ask the House to send us back a bill when the 
House has not concurred in the amendments 
made by the Senate, that is to say, at any time 
before the action of the House is complete, 
and then we may make corrections; but after 
both Houses have acted on the bill, and after 
their action is complete, if there be any error 
in it, it seems to me that that must be corrected 
by another bill or resolution. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Senator allow 
me a moment? 

Mr. THURMAN, 
single moment. 

Mr. CONKLING. I want at that point to 
| make a suggestion to the Senator if he will 

\| allow me. {| have no doubt the Senator would 
|| be quite right if he or I knew, if the Senate 
|| knew, that the House had concurred in the 


I shall be through in a 





4 
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amendment. There is but one way in which | 


‘ 


we can know that fact—— 

Mr. THURMAN, I was just going to speak 
of that very thing. 

Mr. CONKLING. And we have not been 
apprise d of it. Perhap | transcended some- 
what the rules of the body by referring so far 
to the proceedings of the other House; but as 
J] was informed of it by the Clerk of the House, 
I may perhaps without impropriety add that | 
was informed also that it was brought to the 
knowledge of the House too late to correct it 
there, and that there would be an abstinence 
for awhile from informing the Senate of the 
fact that the House had concurred, to the end 
that we might call attention to it in this way. 

Mr. THURMAN. We might as well get at 
the real facts first as last. Itis true we have 
not been officially informed that the House 
has concurred in the amendment made by the 
Senate; but if the House were to send back 
the bill, it ought ut the same time to commun- 
icate its action upon that bill to the Senate, 
and any Senator would have the right to ask 
the Senate in sending a message to the House 
req resting the return of a bill also to request 
the House to state whether any action had 
taken place in the House on that bill, so that 
we might act with knowledge of what had been 
done in the House, so that ultimately the fact 


would come before the Senate and be before || of bills, where a certain section was referred 


the Senate that the House had acted on the 
bill. We might as well look at it, therefore, in 
that view at once, before passing any such 
resolution as this. iS 8i 
nugatory when we get all the facts before us, 
then we need not pass the resolution. It is 


‘not the right way to correct the error. As I 


said before, I do not know what the practice 
is, but it strikes me, reflecting upon it for a 
moment, as undoubtedly true that where both 
Llouses have acted upon a bill so that they are, 
80 to speak, functus officio, the bill cannot be 
returned to either House and corrected, but 
must be corrected by a subsequent bill. 

Mr. POMEROY. I suppose it would be in 
order, if necessary, to move to reconsider. 
Any person voting with the majority could 
move to reconsider that vote. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
the House. 

Mr. POMEROY. It is in order here, I 
take it. 


That should be done in 


here, but it must also be accompanied, by the 
usage of the Senate, with a request to the 
House of Representatives to return the bill, as 
the bill itself must be here when the motion to 
reconsider isactedupon. ‘The motian is enter- 
tained under reserve, it may be stated, coupled 
with a resolution asking the House to return 
the bill, so that the actual bill itself can be in 
possession of the body, so that it can be laid 
on the table if they desire. 

Mr. THURMAN. ‘This is the question I 
wish to submit to the Chair: if a motion be 
made to reconsider, and coupled with that a 


requesting the return of the bill, and it appear 
upon the return of the bill by the message of 
the House that the House has acted on the 
bill, 1 submit that that destroys the motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. CONKLING. 
here. 

Mr. THURMAN. But it would be here. 
Suppose the bill had been signed by the Pres- 
ident, would a motion to reconsider be of any 
avail although made within twenty-four hours? 
Manifestly not. Tbe error can only be cor- 
rected by a subsequent bill. You may make 
your motion to reconsider within twenty-four 
hours, and if the bill has not passed the other 


Chat question is not 


passed the other House, itis just precisely, so 
far as the motion to reconsider is concerned, 
as if it had received the signature of the Pres- 
ident. 


Mr. CONKLING. Let the Chair rule. 


_ glad to know what the parliamentary law is. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. As the bill itself | Chair deems my motion made, 


is not before the Senate, the Chair does not | 
know whether the Senator from Ohio desires | 
him to state what the usage bas been, and it | 
is not his wish to intrude his opinion on the | 
subject. 

Mr. THURMAN. Ido not know what the | 
usage has been, and therefore I regard it as 
res integra. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator does 
not understand the Chair. The Chair does not 
propose to express an opinion on the subject 
unless the Senator desires an answer to his 
question, as the Senate is not now in a posi- | 
tion to have a discussion on a point of order 
if that should arise. The Chair will answer 
the Senator, if he desires it, as several cases | 
have occurred previously. 

Mr. THURMAN. As at present advised, I 
shall vote against this motion. If the Chair is | 
of opinion and the Senate is of opinion that it 
would be of any use, that the error could be 
corrected by sending back the bill, that might 
influence my vote; and therefore [ should be 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will | 
answer the Senator. In the House of Repre- 
sentatives several times within his recoliection, 


| perhaps at no time in the Senate, errors bave 


| sections, proved to be an entirely different sec- | 
| tion from the one contemplated in the refer- 
If the resolution is simply | 


|| ably is the present stage of this bill, and 
| requests have been made to have the bill re- 


| Chairthis difficulty: suppose the House returns 
| ate thereupon proceeds to correet this clerical 


| what is the House to do with the bill? The | 


|| House has already passed it; it has nothing to 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is in order 


| we had better not make such a precedent as it 


been discovered in the numbering of sections 


to, which, by a change in the numbering of the 


ence, where the bill had passed to what prob- 


turned. If this bill is returned with any mes- | 
sage from the House of Representatives stat- 
ing that they have concurred in the amend- 





meat, that of course will put a different face || 
| upon the matter. It is a comity between the 


two Houses when one House asks the other to 
return a bill to do so; they have, as far as 
the Chair knows, always returned it. It is 
then within the possession of the body. 

Mr. THURMAN, I wish to suggest to the | 


the bill without any message at all, and the Sen- 


error, and the billisthen sent back tothe House, 


do with it further, and the bill as it passed the 
llouse is different from the bill which we ulti- 
mately send back to the House. It seems to 
me if this precise case has not been decided 





would make. 
The VICL PRESIDENT. The Chair will | 
answer this question. ‘I'he Senator has aright 
to object, and if he objects the resolution can- 
not be considered to-day, Like all other res- 
olutions it must lie over one day. If the House | 
of Representatives returns, on the application 
of the Senate, this bill to the Senate, it lies on 


tive department of the Government, under- 
stands that it is subject to the rules of the | 
Senate which allows them to reconsider it | 
within two days after the passage of the bill. 
If they should, however, decline to return it, 


| that of course will end the question. ‘The Sen- 


'| dents may be looked to, and in order that we | 


j 
} 
| 


il 


| be considered to-day. 
House, that is all very well; but if the bill bas | 


| reconsider the vote on the apportionment bill. 
| While the motion cannot be acted upon, it 


ator from Ohio objects, as the Chair under- 
stands. 


Mr. THURMAN. In order that the prece- | 


may have some reflection upon it, I do object 
to the consideration of the resolution to-day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
objects, and the resolution, therefore, cannot 


Mr. POMEROY. In order that it may not | 
be too late to-morrow, | enter a motion to | 


| 
} 


should be entered to-day, 
Mr. CONKLING, 1 take it for granted the 


ee 


| 


j 
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and as lyin, 
over on objection until to-morrow. eon 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair do. 
not know how the motion to reconsider’ ¢, 
be entered on the Journal when the bill js ors 
here. It cannot be. ' 
Mr. POMEROY. If that motion cannot}, 
entered, the resoiution asking the House t 
return the bill can be entered to-day and lie 
over until to-morrow. 
Mr. CONKLING. That the Chair deep, 
done already, I take it. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair y; 
read the rule: 


**20. When a quostion has been made and earrja) 
in the affirmative or negative, whether previons, 
reconsidered or not, it shall be in order for any a 
ator of the majority to move for the reconsideratiy, 
thereof; but no motion for the reconsideration 9: 
any vote shall be in order after the bill, resolution, 
message, report, amendment, or motion upon whios 
the vote was taken shall have gone out of the Dos- 
session of the Senate, announcing their decision 
except a resolution confirming or rejecting a nom. 
ination by the President; nor shall any motion fy; 
reconsideration be in order, unless made on {ho 
same day on which the vote was taken, or within th. 
two next days of actual session of the Senate there. 
after; but a motion to reconsider a vote upona nom. 
ination shall always, if the resolution announciny 
the decision of the Senate has been sent to the 
President, be accompanied by a message requesting 
the President to return the same to the Senate.” — 


The motion to reconsider upon an exee 


| utive nomination can be made without the 
| message itself being in the possession of the 


Senate, that is, where the confirmation may 
have been transmitted to the President; but 
bill or resolution cannot be reconsidered or 4 
motion to reconsider entered without its being 
in the possession of the Senate itself, and 
therefore such a motion has always been 
accompanied with a motion that the other 


| House be requested to return the bill to the 


| the Senate table, andthe House of Represent- | 


resolution to send a message to the House | atives, the codrdinate branch of the legisla- | 


Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the Chair indulge 
me in a question? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. Is my motion, then, in 
the proper form to lie over until to-morrow? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chairthinks 
itis. The Chair has heard no objection to 
the motion being made, except to its consid: 
eration this day. 


IMPORTATION OF MACHINERY. 


Mr. SHERMAN submitted the following 
report: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the bill of the House (H. 
R. No. 1062) to admit certain machinery imported 
from foreign countries freeof duty, having met, after 
full and free conference bave agreed to recommend, 


and do recommend, to their respective Houses as 
follows: 


That the House recede from their disagreement to 


the first amendment of the Senate and agree to the 
same. 


‘The ILouse not agreeing to thesecond amendment 


of the Senate, it is recommended that the second 
section be stricken out. 


JOHN SHERMAN, 
WILLIAM P. KELLOGG, 
GEORGE GOLDTHWAITE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
HORACE MAYNARD, 
M. C. KERR 
L. A. SHELDON, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate will 
have observed the recommendation of the con- 
ference report in regard to the second section 
of this bill. The question is, will the Senate 
concur in the report? ‘ 


The report was concurred in. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Rep- 
resentatives were read twice by their titles 
and referred to the select Commiitee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1321) to relieve the per- 
son therein named from legal and political 

isabilities ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1822) to relieve certain 
citizens of Georgia from political disabilities ; 

A bill (A. R. No. 1325) to remove the dis- 
abilities of certain persons therein named ; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1326) to relieve the polit 
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,] disabilities of certain persons therein || 
ns 2U. j 
ane ill (H. R. No. 1324) to create an addi- || 
conal land district in the State of Minnesota 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the i} 
Committee on Rublie Lands. \ 

‘The bill (H. R. No. 619) appropriating money || 
‘or the purchase of a suitable site, and erect- || 
ag a building thereon, in the city of St. Louis, || 
Missouri, to be used for the purposes of a || 
custom-housey post office, and other Federal | 
ollices, was read twice by its title, and referred ] 
-) the Committee on Public Buildings and 
(Grounds. ’ 

The bill (H. R. No. 1380) to amend the | 
thirty-second section of an act entitled ‘‘ An |! 
act to reduce internal taxes, and for other pur- 
poses,” approved July 14, 1870, was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
finance. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of 
the bill (H. R. No. 380) for the removal of 
legal and political disabilities imposed by the 
third section of the fourteenth article of amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator | 
from Nevada [Mr. Nye] is entitled to the | 


| 
i} 
i 
i] 
| 
POLITICAL DISABILITIES. | 
| 
| 


oor. | 

Mr. SAWYER. I ask the Senator to yield | 
a moment, so that I may offer an amendment. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill is not || 
now in a condition to be amended, as the | 
pending motion is to postpone the present | 
and all other orders to consider another bill, 
and that motion has priority of a motion. to 
amend. 

Mr. NYE. Mr. President, I shall detain the 
Senate but a few moments; and I should not | 
trespass for even the few moments that I now | 
propose to occupy on the attention of the Sen- | 
ate but for the honorable assignment of the 
distinguished Senator from Missouri, who, if 
{understand him eorrectly, charges any one | 
who proposes to oppose this bill with want of || 
statesmanship and good judgment. Iam wili- 
ing to take the prescription of my honorable | 
friend. He seems to have discovered that | 
lieretofore undiscovered cure for all of the evil 
that has grown out of this rebellion, and he || 
chides the statesmen of the past and those now | 





living with a want of that clear-sightedness, | 
that big-heartedness, and those clear views 
which they ought to have possessed. It has | 
remained for the honorable Senator from Mis- || 
souri, in this great medicinal application which || 
he has made, to discover the real political || 
cundurango that is to cure all our evils andall || 
our woes. [Laughter.] ‘‘ If any of you have 
been sick of the rebellion in the past, come | 
bathe in the waters of this medicine which I 
now produce. If you have been rebels up to || 
the present time, come dip your finger in the | 
troubled waters of this troubled spring which | 
I bring from the sources of my brain;’’ or, 
in @ word, take the political cundurango. 
| Laughter. | 
_ Mr. President, I may not be as fine-spun | 
in theory as my friend; but I think I have | 
observed as much about this rebellion, and | 
know as much about the history of my coun- 
try, and feel as deeply in her behalf, as he || 
can feel, for I was born to this inheritance. | 
hose points I shall not yield. I submit, 
therefore, whether it is becoming in the hon- | 
orable Senator from Missouri to charge all 
those who have handled this mighty subject | 
irom the day the sword was sheathed tothe | 
present time with a want of consideration | 
and of magnanimity in their action. Sir, 
who has striven harder night and day than | 
he who sat heré by my side until a few days | 
1} 
i 
| 


before he died, and whose gray hairs were 
made white by labor and toil, by his men- 
tal exertions, his anxious days and sleepless 
nights? I refer to Mr. Howard, of Michi- || 


gan; and I stand here to say that he was not | 
wanting in statesmanship, in magnanimity, || 


42p Cone. 2p Sess.— No. 45. 


| around a man’s own personal business. 
| your dwelling and wrapped it in a flame that 
| your family by chance only escaped. 


| arraigned the next day and found guilty of 
| arson. 


‘| Longstreet. 


| the veriest Yankee from Maine; 


| for the offenses they had committed? 
| go as far to forgive as the honorable Senator 


1! 
or in noble generosity. In either respect he | 
would compare well with the honorable Sen- 
ator from Missouri, or any other Senator on 
this floor. 

But, sir, the furor seems to be so great, 
and the tendency so universal, to be magnani- | 
mous, as to forget even the common safeguards 
that should be thrown around government, or 
Sir, 
suppose your servant had applied a torch to 


was almost inextinguishable, and you and 
He is 


Suppose you were to go into court and 
beg that he be discharged and restored to his 
former place, that you would rebuild a strue- 
ture for him to apply a new torch to. Why, 
sir, you would have a. commission of lunacy 
upon you. 

What have these men done, ina word? | 
remember as keenly as the honorable Senator 
from Missouri can, while they sat on guard 
here as watchmen upon the towers to sound 
the alarm whenever danger approached, they 
were plotting for the overthrow of this Gov- 
ernment. That is eternal history, and they 
did it over a monument of perjury with which 
their very souls were charged. but, says my 
friend from Missouri, ‘‘be magnanimous.”’ 
Why, sir, when the flames of your house were 
extinguished there was a remnant of it left; 
and so it was here. ‘These men attempted to 
tear down this edifice. They applied the 
torch to the garner ia which were garnered | 
the hopes of the present and the future of this 
world. They pretended to stand on guard 


| with their swords drawn for its defense, and 
| yet with purposes blacker than midnight, and 


with purposes fraught with destruction, they 
sought to tear down the very temple of liberty 
itself. Who stands here to deny it? Nobody. | 
Who stands here to defend it? Nobody but 


| the plausible theory of my friend from Mis- 


sonri that it is alight affair. Sir, with me it 
is an affair of so much moment that I will 
not vote for the proposition, and now I am to 
defend myself before a world convinced by 
my own people of that theory, and I stand here 
prepared to co it. 

My friend gives the instance of General 
He was the first to repent, and 


‘|| L would be as magnanimous as anybody to a 
|| repentant sinner; but how has he been treated 


down there? He has been worse tabooed than 
worse treated 
than though he had been in the Federal Army | 
from the inception of the rebellion. Though 
his sins were as red as scarlet I glory that we 
had the power to make them white as snow. 
What did he do? He said that he had done 


| wrong, and wanted to be forgiven; that he 


had forfeited his life and every privilege that 
his country had given to him, protection, 
and everything else. He said: ‘* Here am |, 
that stalked forthin my majesty to destroy this 
Government; I repent it, in my soul.’’ How 
was he treated at the South? I repeat, worse 
than those who belonged to the Federal Army, 
as did my friend from Missouri. 
Sir, 1 look at the spirit of this thing a little, 


| and I am not going to be taken from the spirit 


by the beautiful letter and the fine-spun the- 
ory of the honorable Senator from Missouri. 


| What was the spirit manifested by these peo- 


ple? Were they contrite? Were they sorry 


I will 


from Missouri. Thousands of them have been 
forgiven here. Why? Because they asked to 
be forgiven, and I have never voted against 
forgiving any man who has asked for forgive- 
ness here. To refuse to do that would be to 
close the door to repentance, which I do not 


| desire to do. 


But what is the spirit manifested? The 
arms of the rebellion were conquered at Appo- 
mattox, but the spirit of the rebellion is now | 
as rife as it ever was. What mean these mid- | 
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| Are they penitent? 


| our republican institutions.’ 
| him power above all other men to teach us 
| what is the spirit of republican institutions? 


| anxiously as he? 


' moon fills her horn twelve times more. 
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night assassins prowling all over that country? 
What means the ery of murder as it comes on 


_ every breeze that 1s wafted from the South? 


What means the noise of the lash there? It 
means simply this: that the spirit of rebellion 
is as rife there to-day as it was in the very hour 
of the hottest of the strife of the rebellion. 
‘That is to me a language which | cannot mis- 
understand while [ fail to comprehend the 
fine-spun logic of my friend from Missonri. 
Why slaughter negtoes? 
Are they penitent? Why refuse negroes the 
privilege of citizenship? I tell you it is that 
spirit to which my friend gave the best name 
Ll ever heard—the spirit of anarchy, that will 
only die with the individual subjects of rebel- 
lion. Andso farasI am concerned, they have 
got to browse upon these outer fields till they 
are sorry enough for their offenses, and ask 
forgiveness, or until their hair is as long as 
Nebuchadnezzar’ s. 

Now, my friend says ‘‘ thatis not statesman- 
like; that will not do; it is not the spirit of 
Who has given 


Who has given my friend the pilotage of this 
great ship to the exclusion of all others? What 
lens does he look through that peers more 
nicely into the future than others who look as 
No, | tell my friend that he 
will find that his logic is misapplied, and what 
he asserts as a truth will be disproved e’erthe 
They 
fought for the rebellion for political ascend- 
ency. They are fighting for it yet, over count- 


| less graves and lacerated bodies. 


Now, when they stop scourging negroes, 
when they stop whipping school-mistresses, 
when they stop driving out school-masters, 
when they stop torehing the school-houses, 
when they stop making night hideous with 


| their masks and disguises on, I may think 


they are fit subjects for forgiveness, and not 
till them; and my brother Senator, or whoever 


| acts npon a different hypothesis than that, will 


find himself in the end disappointed. 
Sir, I have said that we have given to thou- 


' sands and thousands of these people the right 


' to give this candurango. 


What has been the 
Not a man that has come up from 


to vote and to hold office. 
return? 


| there but comes as full of the spirit as he was 


| before the rebellion. 


Bat my friend says that 


| they have terrible bad governments down there, 


and in order to help them out locally he wants 
As I understand it 
now, every one of them can vote, and I want 


| to ask my honorable friend from Missouri if 
| there have not been enough forgiven to hold 


the offices there now? He seemed to stick 


‘upon the ground that the necessity for this 


existed in order to bring a higher order of 
talent into a position where they could hold 
office. Sir, I would rather have a lower order 
of talent qualified in the school of loyalty than 
a higher order of talent that took its fina! 
lesson in the life-blood of this Republic. 

My friend from Missouri may trust these 
men, and were I acting for myself I would ; 
but standing here as a guardian of results for 
the country, that has honored me with a part 
in this representation, I should be derelict to 
my duty if I did not sound the note of alarm 


| when I see the last brand proposed to be taken 
| off those who have made the world literally 


| 
| 
i 


nanseate with the blood they have spilled. 
My friend says, ‘* Why not have Jefferson Davis 
here ?’’ because it would scare the Democrats ! 
Sir, that is the last thing that I should attempt 
todo. [Laughter.] When we put the horrors 
of the rebellion at them they dia not dodge, 
and they would not dodge at Davis now. I 
have seen the thing put at them in worse 
shapes than you could bring it now, and they 
did not dodge then. Why not bring Jefferson 
Davis here? Because he has forfeited every 
right to come here. He stands before the 
world to-day, and in the history of the world 
it is recorded that he was the most pre 
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sumptuous, daring rebel that ever lived, and 
his a sin of double hue from the fact that he 


attempted to tear down the only real Repub- | 


lic on God's heritage. Though feasted at our 
tables, and born to the rich inheritance of a 
freeman, he rent from the leaves of our own 


book and bare against his country the sword | 


with which he had sworn to protect the inter- 
esis of that country everywhere. He betrayed 


them. Isthere any amelioration ofthat history? | 


Is there a word said but what is truth? And 
has it come to this, that loyalty to republican 


institutions, when it has mastered upon the | 


field so well described by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Missouri, shall invite back the torch- 
bearer of rebellion here? Men of America, I 
submit that question to you. I submit it to 
any man who weighs impartially the balances 
of probabilities in his mind. If a man is ac- 
quitted of arson once he is very apt to apply 
the torch again ; and how would Davis's very 
soul revel in the idea that he had got another 
chance to come here and by his genius and 


his fire and his history to set on foot a new | 


work of sieging to undermine and blow up a 
Government that he failed to destroy before ! 
What else can you expect? Why, my friend, 


‘‘can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the | 


leopard his spots?’’ Never. ‘That question 
I } 1 


was asked a few years ago, and it has never | 


been answered. |[Laughter.] Can a rebel 
become a patriot? Never; it is impossible. 
My friend revels in history ; let me ask him a 
question ; 
become a loyal, good citizen? Never. 

But we are asked to try this experiment; 


to apply another dose of cundurango, and go | 
further than any other nation has ever gone, || 


and pardon the chief rebel. My friend tells 
us that that is logical, aud that itis for the best 
interests of this country. If my friend can 
show me how it is better for the interests of 
this country to take rebels into place and 


power than it is to put there loyal men, I will | 


yield the point. . 

My friend says that it was rather a thing 
which the masses of the South fellinto. | am 
not talking of the masses. [I was for forgiving 
all of them, and we have done it. 
have felt that in doing that at the close of the 
war I was doing something that | ought todo; 


but their subsequent conduct has shown me | 


that I ought not to have done it. 
says he would forgive the past. I cannot. It 
isanightmare. I see right here under our own 
Capitol the shadow of Libby over the city of 
Richmond. 1| see its inmates borne out sense- 
less and dead and dying to their graves. I see 
Andersonville and all its horrors passing be- 
fore my vision. My friend says we ought to 
forgive. 
this, but I will never torgive those who ordered 
it. ‘lo me the presence of Jefferson Davis in 
the United States Senate would be a thing that 
I could not endure. 


My friend 


him attractive to me. 
him threaten the very stones of this Capitol 
self. Ll have seen men invade this District 
with the intention of burning the capital where 
the foot-prints of Washington are seen. I 
have seen them stealing across the Potomac 
at low water with a view of destroying not only 
the Government in fact, but the very pillars 
upon which your Capitol rests. And am I to 
forgive these people? It was a little irregular- 
ity that they were guilty of; it was the best 
talent, my friend says, inthe South that did this! 
I do not want any more of that. [Laughter. ] 
if that was the best talent, you had better con- 
fine yourself chiefly to the blacks. If that is 


the best talent you have got there, then the | 
Lord be praised that this measure has not been | 


carried before. [Laughter. ] 


Sir, I deny that it is the best talent there. | 
The talent upon which you have got to rely | 


if he ever knew a whipped rebel | 


I should | 


lam willing to forgive those who did || 


The fine-spun logic of | 
iny friend from Missouri has failed to make 
| should expect to see | 


| them. 
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| liberty for liberty’s sake; it is the class in addi- | rebellion should ever hold an office of }, 
| or profit in this Government. 

| been wise to adopt it then, and 
| would have felt that they were 
| they would have felt that they had forfe,. 


tion to them who love liberty because they have 
tasted oppression and like thecontrast; itis the 
class that love the institutions of this country 
upon which you have got to rely. 


But my friend says they have got bad gov- | 
Whose fault is it? Who || 
oxpected—my friend did; I did not—to see a || 
great social system broken up numbering its | 


ernments at home. 


millions, and not see disorder follow? Sir, itis 
a part of the fruit of the action itself. 
have sown the wind; they are reaping the 
whirlwind. Who is to blame for it? Is my 


friend from Massachusetts [Mr. Sumner] to | 
blame, who stood here and wooed them with | 


all the sweetness of the dove to the standard 
of loyalty? And yet his voice was hushed 
before your Breckinridges and your Davises, 
and instead of receiving the olive branch that 
he presented to them, they took the torch, and 
I have no regret that these consequences fol- 
lowed. Burn these consequences into the 
memories of this world till they shall be afraid 
to start them again. 

My friend says we did not hang Davis. I 
wanted to do it, but | could not. Magnanim- 
ity, he says, becomes a nation. I say so too. 
| asked him at that moment a question which 
he did not deigu to answer: what had been 
the result? We have seen States come here, 
agreeing to all these things, and they had not 
fuirly got their new swaddling clothes upon 


_ them before they said they did not mean it. 


‘* By their truits ye shall know them.’’ They 
were ali Administration men; all Government 
meu; and yet where is the evidence that they 
feelit now? Where is the witness that attests 
it? Not one. 

Mr. President, I took occasion to say the 
other day that the great doctrine of forgive- 
ness is based upon a request to be forgiven. 
You teach your child from his infancy to go 
upon his knees every night and ask God to 
forgive him for his sins. Sir, you do it your- 
self; other people do it that love their country 
and their God. How came these men here? 
You must make your doors higher to let them 
in. No humility, no submission, no gratitude, 
is to be required from them, and we are to be 
told by them **You yielded it, you loyal rascals, 
because you dared not keep it from us longer ; 


we have lighted the torch of the Ku Klux ia | 


South Carolina; now give us amnesty, or we 
will kill every negro; we will keep killing and 
scourging till we get a majority over the Radi- 
cals.’’ Sir, they have got to burn and scourge 
yet for years; for every lash they use, for 
every life they take, for every house they 
burn, I tell you, and I tell the honorable 
Senator from Missouri, a legion of men who 
love liberty will rise up in their place. 

When | spoke of this spirit on a former 
occasion I was laughed at and told that 
there was no such thing as Ku Klux. I was 
derided, and the papers said ‘it was one of 
Nyr’s jests.’’ What does your committee 
report? That it is Ku Klux from the Poto- 
mac to the sea, and crimes so startling that 
the counsel they employed cried out against 
It isno jest; it is a bloody, murderous 
fact; and to-day the horse and his rider are 
seen prowling in the forests, at night to prey 
on those defenseless people who love their 
country. I this critical juncture this cundu- 
rango of universal amnesty is administered! 


Sir, if this be statesmanship, I know nothing | 
If 1 am wanting in humanity, [ hope | || 
am not wanting in that caution which, as a | 


of it, 


guard standing here upon the walls, I should 
exercise when I say to the people of this 
nation that the spirit of rebellion is as rife to- 
day as it was in 1863, 
to be a little cautious in this matter. 

In February, 1867, 1 had from this very seat 
the honor of submitting some propositions in 
regard to reconstructing the rebel States. | 


there to make up a good loyal government is || declared then, as my friend before me [Mr. 
not the arrogant class to which my friend so || Sumner] will bear witness, that not one of 


eloquently alluded, but it is the class that love || those men who had been concerned in the 


They | 


| made in their borders. 








| with them. 








At any rate, I propose || 


| them get up and go away. 
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NOr 
It would have 
those People 


su bj ugated 


their rights, and that an independent Congres 
of the remaining States had stood up te 
administered to them what they most rip), 
fully deserved. But a little forgiveness }, 
brought back the old spirit of rebellion again, 
I can tell my friend how they can reby\), 
their prosperity. Go to work instead of rij, 


to kill; build up the waste places en 


a 
Instead of viding 4 
destroy, ride to create; instead of trampiiy 
down manhood, lift it up to the level that g,, 
and Congress intended it should occupy, |, 
seems to me my friend would be bet, 
engaged, with his wonderful descriptive poy 
ers, if he would turn his attention in that dire 
tion ; and I should like to see a speech that}, 
could write on that subject. How he woy)j 
make every joint shake under it. Why, hg, 
my friend torgotten—it cannot be that he ha< 
for he had arms on and was in it—how th, 
earth quaked under his feet in the time of }. 
war? Does he not feel its tremor now? | dy. 
with all its latent power. 

Mr. President, I shall vote against thi 
amnesty bill. 1 shall do so most consciey 
tiously and patriotically, and I believe that th, 
future history of this country will show me 
to be correct in this vote. My friend forgor, 
in the moment of the administration of}, 

eculiar dose, all his old attachment to ab» 
itionism. I do not forget that my friend oy 
my left (Mr. Sumner] may sometimes think 
that I am wandering; but still I come back 
to it when I see the old standard raised. Hp 
has proposed an amendment here which meet: 
with the opposition of my friend from Mis. 


| souri and various other friends; and that js 


that the negro shall have a right to ride in 
the cars with white people, and my friend 
from Missouri calls it loading the bill. That 
is no great load, I think. I would rather ride 
with a car full of negroes to Charleston than 
to ride with an army of armed rebels if they 
are white. I would rather ride with a man 


| who is clothed in the garments of freedom 
| than to ride with a slave, and yet in former 


times they had no objection to ride with 
slaves when they were worth $1,500 apiece. 
[Laughter.] But now it is offensive to them 
that these new-fledged citizens should ride 
Why, sir, they are more than 
fledged ; they stand up in the full stature of 
manhood by virtue of the power, dignity, 
and majesty of the Constitution of the United 


States. They are equals before the law any: 
| where. ‘They earned the right to this equal: 
| ity. While around them this cultivated intel 


| ligence, of which my friend speaks, was crying 


‘**havoc, and let slip the dogs of war,’’ they 


| to the swamps hied waiting for the hour to 
| come when the old stars and stripes should 


again be brought to their view. ‘They hailed 


|| its succor with cheers, with songs unparalleled 
|, for beauty. 
| They helped plant it, and under it they intend 
| to live and intend to die. 
| white intelligence had substituted in its place 
|| stars and bars and trailed it dishonorably in 
| the dust, the colored people stood as one man 
/and said ‘‘ Give us liberty or give us death.” 


They hailed it as an abiding thing. 


While this cultivated 


Sir, we gave them liberty after much death, 
and now do I shock the sense of my southern 
friends when | ask them (when they seek to 
sit on the floors of both Houses of Congress 
with us) to let these men ride in the cars and 
eat at the table they do? I presume the negroes 
will make no objection to eating withthem. If 
they do not want to eat with the negroes, let 
{Laughter.} Why 
not a white man do that as wellasa negro? I! 
I am placed at a table in inconvenient juxtapo- 
sition to a man I do not like, itis not my work 
to get him out, but to get out myself. [ Laugh: 
ter.] Let them adopt that plan. 
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| was surprised to hear my friend from Mis- ] R. No. 243) for the apportionment of Representatives 
- -neak of the amendment loading this || to Congress among the several States according to | 
sourl Spe ie for ti d || the ninth census, to correct a clerical error in the 
proposition. I shall vote for the amendment | last section of the bill, by which section two of the 
af wy friend from Massachusetts, and | hope |! fourteenth amendment to the Constitution is referred 


every man will who respects himself. I shal] || to a8 section one of that amendment. 
yote for it, and then I shall be put in a close 

slace, but I think I have strength for the occa- 
<ion. 1 shall be tempted to vote for your 


Mr. WILSON, of Ohio. I rise also to cor- 
rect the Journal. A resolution offered yester- 
day by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
HALDEMAN | was directed to the Committee on 
Agriculture. It appears on the Journal as 
being directed to the Commissioner of Agri- 
culture. I ask that the correction be made. 

The SPEAKER. The correction will be 
made; and the Chair desires to say, and he 
wishes to give notice of the fact, that he always 
declined to have the reading of the Journal 
dispensed with. If gentlemendo not pay atten- 
tion to the reading, it is their own business ; 


Mr. President, I offer the resolution to lie 

on the table, leaving the motion I made stand- 
ing also, so that the Senate may, if it chooses, 

amnesty bill in that event, but I shall have the | act upon one alternative or the other. I in- 
-atisfaction of knowing one thing, that when tended also to move that the Senate do now 
the torch is applied again, and when rebellion | adjourn, if that be agreeable. 
rears its head more terrible than before, I did The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
at least what I could to keep these rascals out. | from South Carolina has risen. 
| beg pardon for using the word ‘‘raseals,’’ but Mr. CONKLING., [ will not press the | but the Journal should always be read com- 
my friend applied it to everybody who had gone | motion if the Senator from South Carolina || pletely. 
South that did not live there before; and when || objects to it. 
| follow his illustrious literary example, he || Mr. ROBERTSON. I was in the act of 
being a close logician, a fine rhetorician, let || making the same motion, and therefore I con- 
no man call it jesting. [Laughter.] Sir, it || sent to it. 
isa fact. They can correct these things there ; POLITICAL DISABILITIES. || the claim for an appropriation to pay certain 


ake cé i j 2 re — ' : - |i . : . 
we can = as neg Hg ec ae ale oe Mr. SHERMAN. Before that motion is | debts of the Sioux Indians ; and the same was 
will do eae hos mn haulin tehde: hate aa | submitted, I should like to know what is the || referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
of hating on a ~~ || understanding in regard to voting to-morrow. || K 


cordially to help sustain. | Is it hecetnad ‘tak : a é 

, el . os ! Is stoor at the vote shall be taken 

SCHURZ. Mr. President, it is not m fe ee ee 
Mr. SCHURZ ir ~—" ¥ || to-morrow and this bill closed to-morrow? 


. sont ‘ oneth pe om oe ; 
intention By Sey eee | Mr. CONKLING. Not at all. 
the Senator It ee a (| Mr. SHERMAN. Senators around me 


what he has said has not added very materially ate ea = : : 
: : : ‘ if there was an understandin at the | 
to the stock of argument on that side. It is asked derstanding that t 


the old, old story. We have heard so much | ee be taken to-morrow on the passage | 
F : 1 e bill. 

of earthquakes, of +p a or ouel ser gel * The VICEPRESIDENT. The understand- | PUBLIC WORKS. 

change bis rat ae libe ~s Ce _ ate || ing was a tacit understanding that the vote || On motion of Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, by 
skin, a oe nr hee [ a oe Niel ‘ ‘** || should not be taken to-day, but no specific || unanimous consent, the Committee on Appro- 
itis hardly teas se "The oa 2 ©” || time was fixed at which the vote should finally || priations was discharged from the further 
nee De sere Bs only One |! be taken. | consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1118) to 


i ish t Il his attention as : . : : “eo ; 
ee re it aaieialls a as ||, Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the Senator from |) facilitate the execution of and to protect cer- 
eae s ; ate a) tain public works and improvements; and the 


rather singular that the Senator from Nevada || South Carolina, who has charge of this bill, nantes , ; ; 
hould have said to me “I am to the manner || will, if he can, hold a majority here to dispose || same was referred to the Committee on Com 
sh aves anner | ws ne : ata a Br 
born; I know something about republican insti- || of One. way OF the other. It " blocking up | ee 
tutions,” intimating that I only came from || the business of the session very much, in my }) ASUTABULA HARBOR, LAKE ERIE. 
“ : ; c . . . ‘ , . . . 
On motion of Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, 


; . || judgment. \| 
abroad and still dare to have and express on | judg As : oe . | 
Mr. ROBERTSON. I shall appeal to Sen- || also, by unanimous consent, the Committee on 
Appropriations was discharged from the further 


American affairs an opinion of my own. Let | A 
me tell the Senator from Nevada that as an || #tors and ask them to remain here to-morrow | 

adopted citizen I am determined to do just || until a vote can be taken on the bill. I now | consideration of the petition of fifty-eight citi- 
that thing, and there are thousands like me || ™OVe that the Senate adjourn. || zens for an appropriation for Ashtabula har 
who will do the same. We came to this coun- The motion was agreed to; and (at four || bor, on Lake rie; and the same was referred 
try with a desire to enjoy the blessings of || o’clock and twenty-one minutes p. m.) the || to the Committee on Commerce. 

republican institutions, and surely our desire | Senate adjourned. 
to maintain them is by no means inferior to | 
his. Jf he thinks that we deserve those rights 
only in case we follow his lead, let me assure 
him that he does not understand the spirit of 
American liberty. Had i sat at his feet trying 
to study the principles of republican govern- 
ment by his teachings, I must confess | should | 


DEBTS OF SIOUX INDIANS. 


On motion of Mr. SARGENT, by unanimous 
consent, the Committee on Appropriations was 
|| discharged from the further consideration of 


. C. BOUDINOT. 


Mr. VOORHEES, by unanimous consent, 
from the Committee on the Judiciary, sub- 
|| mitted a report in writing in the case of E. C. 
| Boudinot, and moved that the same be recom 

mitted to the committee and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


} 
i} 
it 
1} 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA. 


| On motion of Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, 
|| also by unanimous consent, the Committee 
|, on Appropriations was discharged from the 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer || further consideration of the presentment of the 
| by the Chaplain, Rev. J.G. Burier, D. D. grand jury of the United States for the western 
| “The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of || district of Pennsylvania, setting forth the 
so far not have found it very profitable. || yesterday. ; ‘add necessity for the erection of Government build 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must |, Mr. GARFIELD of Ohio.. I move to dis- |, ings at Erie, Pennsylvania, aud sundry other 
remind the Senator from Missouri that he must || pense with the further reading of the Journal. |, papers relating to the same subject; and the 
address the Chair. Parliamentary law re- |} The SPEAKER. Thatrequires unanimous | same were referred to the Committee on Pub 
quires it. consent. Is there objection to dispensing with || lic Buildings and Grounds. 
Mr. NYE. I said nothing about my friend the further reading of the Journal? TheChbair | appropriations FOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
from Missouri being any other than native- hears none, Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, by unanimous 
born. He told us, however, that he was wafted CLAIMS FOR HORSES AND MULES, consent, reported from the Committee on Ap 


here upon an accidental wave of revolution. Mr. PARKER, of Missouri, by unanimous || propriations the following resolution; which 
fy ry r . . . } 

i SCHU RZ. I did not say so. — || consent, submitted the following resolution; | was referred to the Committeee on the Rules: 

Mr. NYE. Well, a wave of revolution. || Which was read, considered, and agreed to: || _ Resolved, That the seventy-seventh rule of tho 


Mr. SCHUR; Neither di ay the of -d by adding to the list of regul: 

\ r. S' HU RZ. Neither did I say that. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be House ne wamcee by . on A pe “ ne ane 

. s 2 ¢ ' sto > 7 nant “ t ‘ i 

fr. NYE. « Not now, but some weeks ago. | requested {o inform the House, a8 2900 £8 possible, | een ate ee tt 

Mr. SCHURZ. JI donot remember ever to || of the number of claims for pay for horses or mules || a E : 
have gaid it. lost by officers or privates while in the service ofthe PUBLIC BUILDING AT ST. LOUIS. 


aro ‘ United States during the war of the rebellion now | - cnn 7 ; ‘ 
Mr. NYE. If I cannot show it, I am mis- Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask unanimous 


‘ 1 | on file in the office of the Third Auditor of the Treas- ; : 
taken. I think the expression was that he || ury, the number of such claims which have been || consent of the House to report back from the 
was wafted on to our shores by a wave of rev- 


: t , ) : wares ab nae ante e oneecoeiaaben isons Committee on Appropriations ior present con- 
olution. Ido not find fault with anything of quired to pay claims which have been allowed and |, sideration House bill No. 619, appropriating 
that kind, but I did not know upon what meat || are now unpaid, and claims that are likely to be || money for the purchase of a suitable site, and 
he had been feeding that he had grown so erecting a building thereon, in the city of St. 
great as to turn instructor so quick to every- || 


allowed during this year. 

CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. Louis, Missouri, to be used for the purposes 
body. I take his lessons with the utmost com- of a custom-house, post office, and other led 
placency, but I deny their logioal force. That | tion. 


Mr. CLAGETT. [rise to a privileged ques- 
J I deSire to call attention to an error that | eral offices. 
is all I meant to say. | appears on the Journal. A _ bill introduced Mr. BUTLER, of Massaclfusetts. I would 
APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES. by myself a peso yore referred to = like to ask _ ee a pare ee ge 
TTING at ..« |, Committee on Mines and Mining, is recorded | consent tothe consideration of this bill at this 
hehe ratings ON alts ciate _as having been referred to the Committee | time. oe aks 
about the apportionment bill, I offer the fol- || of Ways and Means. I ask that the Journal Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
lowing resolution : : | be corrected, so that the bill may be referred | question. . ran 
Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Represent- || '° the Committee on Mines and Mining. | Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. hy is 
atives concurring,) That the joint Committee on || The SPEAKER, The correction will be | this public building given the precedence of 
Enrolled Bills be directed to examine the bill (H. |) made. 


all others of a similar character? 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turespay, January 30, 1872. 


I will hear the 
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Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings and Grounds had this 
bill under consideration and reported it unani- 
mously to the House, and it was sent to the 
Committee on Appropriations for considera- 
tion and examinauon. We are informed that 
the situation of the building at St. Louis is so 
exceedingly bad that the judges of the courts 
say that they can scarcely transact their busi- 
ness either with safety or with comfort. ‘The 
Committee on Appropriations believe, as did 
the Committee on Appropriations of last year, 
that it is very important to secure the title to 
the property now within the reach of the Gov- 
eroment, and therefore we ought not to wait 
for the regular bill. 

No objection being made, the bill was 
received, 

The que stion was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes the 
Secretary of the Treasury to purchase, at a 
private sale, or by condemnation in pursu- 
ince of the statutes of the State of Missouri, 
i suitable lot in the city of St. Louis, for the 


purpose of erecting thereon a building, to be 
used for the 3 Irposes of a custom-house, post 
office, United States court, and other ederal 
othees ; and appropriates the sam of $250,000, 
or so much thereof as may be found necessary, 

the purchase of said lot; and that the sum 
of $300,000, heretofore appropriated by an act 
entitled ‘An act making appropriations for 
sundry civil expenses of the Government for 
the year ending June 30, 1871, and for other 
purposes, and extended by an act entitled 
‘An uct making appropriations to supply 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the civil 
rervice of the year ending June 30, 1871, and 
for additional appropriations for the service 
of the year ending June 380, 1872, and for 
other purposes,”’ approved April 20, 1871, 


shall be applied toward the erection of the 
building above mentioned ; and that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury shall cause proper plans 
und estimates to be made, so that no expend- 
ture shall be made or authorized for the con- 
truction of svid building until a valid title to 
the land for the site of said building shall be 


vested in the United States, and until the State | 


of Missouri suall also duly release and relin- 
quish to the United States the right to tax or 
in any Way assess said site, or the property of 
the United States that may be thereon, during 
the time that the United States shall be or 
remain the owner thereof; provided that no 
expenditure shall be made or authorized for 
the full completion of said building exceeding 
$2,000,000 ; and that all acts or parts of acts 
conflicting with the provisions of this act are 
here by repeale d. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I will not dis- 
cuss this bill, but merely eall attention to a 
communication from the Secretary of the 
l'reasury upon the subject. 

The letter of the Secretary of the Treasury 
is as follows: 

_ Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Office OF THE SECRETARY, December 13, 1871. 

Sir: In reply to your communication of the 13th 
instant, inclosing a copy of a bill introduced by Hon. 
Mr. Weivs, of Missouri, making provision for the 
purchase of grounds and the erection of public 
buildings in the city of St. Louis, I have the honor 
to transinit herewith the report of the supervising 
urehitect, which contains all the information that 
the Department is at present able to furnish. 

The bill inclosed in your letter is also herewith 
returned, 

Very respectfully, 

GhkO. 8. BOUTWELL, Seeretary. 
ion, Grorcre A, Hauser, 
Llouse of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 
Treasury DepartTMENt, 
OFFICE OF SUPERVISING ARCHITECT, 
December 13, 1871. 
Sir: In accordance with your instructions I have 
examined the bill “appropriating money for the 
purchase of a suitable site and erecting a building 
thereon, in the city of St. Louis, to be used for the 


vurposes of a custom-house, post office, and other | 


‘ederal oflices,’’ the same being this day transmitted 
by the chairman of the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds for your opinion, 


I have had the honor heretofore to call your atten- 
tion to the pressing necessities for a new building in 
that city, and takethe liberty of quoting the foliow- 
ing paragraph from my report of March 20, 1869, on 
that subject: 

**T have the honor to report that the building 
referred to (the present one) is one of the most in- 
convenient and unsuitable for Government uses of 
any now in the possession of this Department. The 
defects are radical, and no expenditure of money 


would ever make it suitable; neither can it be en- | 
larged, the entire lot being occupied, save a nar- | 


row alley om one side, which is even now entirely 
insufficient to light that side of the building. The 


rooms are as a conan? almost if not entirely 
ing has been modified and 


worthless. The buil 3 i 
rearranged several times, und it is not believed that 
any changes which could be made would improve it 


or relieve its present crowded condition. The office | 


of the Assistant Treasurer isin the basement, which 
isdark, damp, and every way unsuitable for the pur- 


pose for which it is used. It is, in fact, little better || 


than acellar. The stamp and money-order depart- 


ment of the post office is in the same story, the | 


remainderof which, together with thecellar, is occu- 
pied for the storage of spirits and other inflammable 
substances, so that the building and its contents are 
constantly exposed to imminent danger. Though 


the building is nominally fire-proof, it is in reality. | 


of a highly combustible nature, the whole of the 


partitions above the basement story being of lath | 


and plaster, and the roof of timber covered with tin, 
while the main stairway affords ample facilities for 
the communication of fire between the different 
stories. 

“The building is at present occupied by the 
Assistant Treasurer United States, post office, cus- 
toms department, pension agent, United States 
courts, and officers of the judiciary, the supervisor 
of steamboats, and tue land office. The records of 
the land office are also stored in the upper story. 
It is very desirable that the officers of internal rev- 
enue in St. Louis, with the valuable records of their 


offices, should be provided for in a fire-proof struc- | 


ture, but it has been found impracticable to do so 
in the crowded condition of the present building.’’ 

Ido not think that it will be possible to state too 
strongly the unsuitable character of the building. or 


the discomfort and ineonvenience it entails on the | 


officers of the Government and the public. I am of 


Louis a building of sufficient size to occupy an entire 
small block, or one half of the larger blocks in that 
city. It appears to me that the provision in the bill 
authorizing the Government to condemn, if neces- 
sary, the property required, is a very desirable and 
ae provision, and that it will obviate many diffi- 
culties. 

As regards the appropriation, the sum specified 
is, in my opinion, too small rather than too largé, 
but will undoubtedly be sufficient to erecta building 
suitable for the immediate necessities of the Govern- 
ment, which should be arranged so as to admit of 

| extension in the future without injuring its archi- 
tectural effect. This, of course, must be provided 
for in the design as well as in the selection of the 
lot. The $300,000 already appropriated will be suffi- 
cient to meet all expenditures that should be made 
during the current fiscal year. 
Fi A. B. MULLETT, 


Very respectfully, 
Supervising Architect. 
IIon. Grorce S. Boutwetu, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Iaminstructed 
by the Committee on Appropriations to move 
two amendments to the bill: to strike out the 
words ‘‘so that, ’’ and insert the word * but”’ 
before the words ‘‘no expenditure shall be 


made or authorized for the construction of 


said building until a valid title to the land for 


the site of said building shall be vested in the | 


United States, and until the State of Missouri ;’’ 
and also after those words insert ‘‘ shall cede 
its jurisdiction over said title and.’’ 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed ; 


and also moved that the motion to reconsider || 


be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


TRANSPORTATION OF MERCHANDISE. 


Mr. SHELLABARGER, by unanimous con- | 
sent, reported from the Committee on Com- | 


merce a bill (H. R. No. 1332) to amend the 


act to reduce internal taxes, and for other 


purposes,’’ approved July 14, 1870; which 


was read a first and second time. 

The question was upon ordering the biil to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill, which was read, provides that sec- 
\, tion thirty-two of an act entitled ‘* An act to 


the opinion that the Government will require in St. | 


thirty-second section of an act entitled ‘‘ An || 
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reduce internal taxes, and for other Purposes,’ 
approved July 14, 1870, shall be amended {, 
read as follows: 0 


Sac. 32. And be it further enacted, That merch 
dise transported under the provisions of this ae 
shall beconveyed in cars, vessels, or vehicles ennuren 
fastened with locks or seals, under the exclusiy, 
control of the officers of customs, and inspector 
shall be stationed at proper points along the desis 
nated routes, or upon any car, vessel, vehicle, 
train, at the discretion of the Secretary of the Treas 
ury, and at the expense of thesaid companies respect. 
ively; and such merchandise shali not be Uniaden 
or transhipped between the ports of first . 


ed b 3 arrival! 
| and final destination, unless authorized by the vere. 
|| lations of the Secretary of the Treasury, or with hig 


consent first obtained, but in no case shall there j,, 
permitted any breaking of the original packages of 
such merchandise. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. I willstate to th. 
House what is in substance contained in a J. 
ter of the Secretary of the Treasury, which | 
have not now in my hands, as to the change 
that this bill makes in the existing law, anq 
the reason for it. Under the existing law pro. 
viding for the shipment of merchandise (roy: 
| the port of arrival to interior ports, it is iy. 
| possible to transfer goods in transitu from ons 
railroad to another of a different gauge, or to 
pass them from a railroad across a ferry, or 
out of a river into one of its tributaries where 
a boat of a lighter draught must be employed, 
The necessity for this change in the law js, 
therefore, absolutely self-evident. The need 
| for making the change now is of course sug: 
|| gested by what I have stated. ‘The bill in iis 
amended form will not permit the breaking of 
original packages, aud the whole matter will 
be regulated by rules to be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. I move the pre. 
vious question. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. As this isa 
bill affecting my constituents, I should like to 
hear it again read. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. Before it is read 
let me add, for the information of the gentle: 
man from New York, that it makes no change 
in the existing law except by the addition of a 
line or two at the end of the section. It pro- 
vides that ‘‘such merchandise shall not be 
unladen or transhipped between the ports of 
first arrival and final destination.’’ That isthe 
law now. The additional legislation is con: 
tained in the clause which follows: ‘‘ unless 
authorized by the regulations of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, or with his consent first 
obtained.”’ 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Has the bill 
been considered by the Committee on Com- 
merce ? 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. It has, and is 
unanimously recommended by that committee. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I would like 
to hear the bill again read. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. I wish to ask the 
gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. SHELLABARGER | one 
question. I was not paying attention when the 
bill was read, and I would like to know whether 
it provides for a case ofthis kind: on the Mis- 
sissippi river boats often get ice-bound—at 
Cairo, for instance. I wish to know whether 
the bill allows a transfer in such a case to be 
made from a boat which is detained by ice or 
other causes to a railroad train, so that the 
goods may be sent forward without delay to 
their point of destination. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. I answer the 
_ gentleman by saying that, as I understand, it 
_ does; and I will ask the Clerk to read the bill 
again. 

The Clerk again read the bill. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. It will be ob- 
served that the bill permits any regulation of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to meet the 
object stated by the gentleman. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. One more 
question: has this bill been submitted to the 
| Secretary of the Treasury? 
| Mr. SHELLABARGER. It was drawn by 
|| the Secretary of the Treasury, except the words 
a that original packages shall not be 
| roken. Those words have been added by 
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she committee. I now renew the call for the 
evious question. ; 
The previous question was seconded and 
the main question ordered ; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. es 

ir. SHELLABARGER moved to recon- 
«der the vote by which the bill was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 

RIVERS AND HARBORS OF LONG ISLAND. 
Mr, TOWNSEND, of New York, by unan- 
mous consent, submitted the following res- 
olution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Seerctary of War be requested 
to report to the House such surveys of rivers and 


harbors of Long Island as have been completed since 
the general report. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted ; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

INVESTIGATION OF BANK SUSPENSIONS. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts, by unan- 
imous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lation; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Banking and 
Currency have power to send for persons and papers 


pr 


be 


inconducting the examinations into the causes of the | 


recent suspension of national banks directed to 
be made by the resolution of this House adopted 
December 19, 1871. 

Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetts, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ACTUAL SETTLERS, 

Mr. KETCHAM, from the Committee on 
the Public Lands, moved that the committee 
be discharged from the further consideration 
of the bill (H. R. No. 597) for the relief of 
actual settlers on certain lands in the Terri- 
tory of Colorado, and for other purposes, and 
that the same be referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. SARGENT. I call for the regular 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour now 
begins at twenty minutes before one o'clock, 
and the committees will be called for reports, 


beginning with the Committee on the Revision | 


of the Laws. . 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. “I will 
vield the floor first to the gentleman trom 
Vermont, [Mr. Poranp.] 

STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS, 

Mr. POLAND, from the Committee on 
Revision of the Laws of the United States, 
reported back the bill (H. R. No. 188) to 
extend the time in which certain offenses may 
be prosecuted, with an amendment. 

‘The bill was read. The first section provides 
that no person shall be prosecuted, tried, or 
punished for forgery, perjury, subornation of 
perjury, or other offense hereafter committed 
in the application for, or prosecution of any 


claim for any pension or bounty money or lands, | 
unless a prosecution for such offense shall be | 


duly instituted within four years next after such 
offense shall be committed. 


offenses named in the preceding section shall 
not be barred or affected by any prior statute 
of limitations; nor shall this act have any 


effect upon the prosecution of avy offense | 


committed prior to its passage. 


Mr. POLAND. The committee have re- | 


ported an amendment that the word ‘‘ four,”’ 


, The second sece- | 
tion provides that prosecutions for any of the | 
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| in the last line of the first section, be stricken 
out, and the word ‘‘ five’’ substituted; so as to 
make the time five years instead of four. 
The SPEAKER. The amendment will be 
made, if there be no objection. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. | object. 
Mr. POLAND. Iwill state in a word or 
{two the need of this bill. Gentlemen will 
notice that it only applies to crimes committed 
| in applying for pensions and bounties. ‘The 
general statute of limitations in reference to 
offenses against the United States which ap- 
plies to all offenses of this kind is two years. 
In procuring these pensions and bounties evi- 
dence is taken, not in general court, but an 
agent goes about, and this evidence is taken 
privately, and nobody but the witness and 
the magistrate before whom it is taken, if 
there be a magistrate, know anything in refer- 
| ence to it, and the papers are sent to the pen- 
sion department. It frequently happens be- 
fore the pension case is acted upon, the two 
years have elapsed between the time when the 
| fraudulent testimony was given and taken and 
|| the granting of the pension, and the first that 
is known publicly in reference to these things 
is when some person gets a certificate for 
bounty ora pension. Usually the attention of 
| the department or any officer of the Pension 
|} Bureau is not directed to it until after the two 
| years have expired and the thing has become 
barred. ‘This evil has become so great that it 
was suggested to me by the late Commissioner 
| of Pensions the statute of limitations ought to 
| be extended, and at his suggestion I drew the 
| bill, the identical bill now presented, and it 
was passed by this House during the last Con- 
gress, and went to the Senate, where it was 
‘| recommended by the Judiciary Committee, 
| but was not reached in time, and failed to 
| become a law. 
| We were told the other day, Mr. Speaker, it 
was estimated at least one fourth of the pen- 
| sions now being paid by the Government is 
| fraudulent. If that be true, or if any consid- 
erable part of the statement be true, there is 
the strongest reason in the world why the time 
| should be extended. ‘That is all I have to say. 
|| Mr. ELDRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, in listen- 
| ing to the reading of this bill it occurred to me 
the extension of the time within which the 
| limitation should take etfect would operat 
| upon questions now pending—-— 
Mr. POLAND. Kead the second section. 
| Mr. ELDRIDGE. And it was for that 
| reason I objected to the amendment. J was 
aware of a case where the statute of limitations 
had already run, and where it was said the 
parties concerned were great rascals, and the 
proposition was made at the last session of 
Congress to repeal the statute of limitations as 
affecting that particular case and extending the 
time within which the limitations should take 
|| effect. I was apprehensive that this bill referred 
to that case; and | am opposed to legislation 
'| for particular cases,’or to punish men under 
|| special laws. Ii the time within which these 
|| prosecutions can be brought about under the 
'| statute of limitations is not sufficient, then I 
|| think this bill is avery proper one; but if it can, 
|| by any possibility of construction, relate to a 
cas¢ where the offense has already been com- 
|| mitted, and the statute of limitations is changed 
'| with reference to that case by this bill, I shall 
| certainly be opposed to it. And my object in 
|| rising was to call the attention of the gentle- 
‘| man from Vermont [Mr. Potanp] to that 
feature of the provision, if it be in the bill, and 
to obtain his views upon that point; tor I am 
altogether opposed either to creating a new 
statute of limitations with reference to offenses 
already committed, or creating offenses by act 
of this Congress. 

Mr. POLAND. In answer to wy friend 
from Wisconsin, [Mr. EvprivGe,} and by way 
of explanation to the House, I will say that I 
|| was requested to draw a bill which would ex- 
| tend as far as the gentleman says he fears this 
|| bill might do. But it did not commend itself 


"yy 





to my ideas and notions as a lawyer, which 
are very like those which have been expressed 
by the gentleman from Wisconsin ; ond there- 
fore in the second section of this bill it is 
carefully provided that it shall not have any 
effect on preéxisting cases. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I desire to say just one 
word further in regard to this matter. | I think 
the gentleman should amend his bill in this 
particular: | believe it isnot intended to cover 
only the cases stated in the first section and 
limited by the second section of the bill. It 
seems to me, with reference to persons who 
have absconded, even if the five years shall 
have run during the time, there should be 
some provision in the bill that the limitation 
of five years should not apply to a man who 
has crossed the seas, or gone out of the coun 


try. The great rascals, those who steal the 
most money and perpetrate the grosses 


frauds, generally have money enough to enable 
them to leave the country, and they will stay 
away until the statute of limitation has*run. 
under this act, unless there bea general law 
which would take such parties out of the limit- 
ation. I think the gentleman should amend 
the bill so that the five years’ limitation should 
not apply to the parties who had stolen money 
enough, or obtained money enough through 
fraud, to escape beyond the seas. | will there- 
fore offer an amendment which has been drawn 
to meet this case by my friend from New York 
{Mr. Cox] while I have been speaking. 

Mr. POLAND. I will hear the amendment 
read, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

At the end of the first section add the following: 

Pvovided, Thatthis act shall not apply to any per 
son who has evaded the process of the court or has 
absconded trom its proper jurisdiction. 


Mr. POLAND. I do not think there can 
be any possible need of such an amendment 
(althoueh I have no objection to it) for this rea 
son: if we extend the time to five years we 
make a very ample statute of limitations for 
penal prosecutions. And, more than that. 
my friend from Wisconsin, [Mr. E._prieer, } 
as a lawyer, will understand that if an indict 
ment be found within five years, no matter 
where the man is, the statute of limitation i 
saved, and whenever he returns within the 
jurisdiction he can be arrested and tried. A 
| have said, I think there is no possible need 
of the amendment. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. [ am inclined to think 
that my friend from Vermont [Mr. Portanp] 
is right. I had only time to direct my atten- 
tion hastily to the point. I think the indict 
ment should be found within five years even 
if the party has escaped out of the country. I 
withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. POLAND. If there is to be no furthe: 
debate on the bill, I call the previous question. 

Mr. COX. Before the gentleman calls the 
previous question, I appeal to him to allow me 
to offerthatamendment. I drewit and banded 
it to my friend from Wisconsin, [ Mr. Kupr1pcE. } 
I think it indispensable to limit the act in some 
way. I have somewhat modified the amend 
ment. 

Mr. POLAND. 1 will hear it as 

The Clerk read as follows: 

At the end of the first section add the following: 

Provided, That the limitations of this aet shall 
notapply to any person who has evaded the process 
of the court, or has absconded from its proper juris 
diction. 

Mr. COX. My idea is that we ought not to 
give the benefit of this act to any person who 
runs away from his crime, and | am eure the 
gentleman from Vermont would not give any 
relief to a party who had absconded from the 
proper jurisdiction or bailiwick in which he 

| was to be indicted. 

Mr. POLAND. I have no objection to allow- 
ing the amendment to be offered, although I 

| think there is no necessity for it, because if 
| an indictment be found within five years, 
‘| and the party has absconded or undertaken 
|| to evade arrest, he can be arrested at any 


modified. 
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time. ‘The commencement of the legal pro- 
ceedings is the finding of the bill of indict- 
ment, and if it be found within five years the 
man may be arrested any time within ten years 
if he can be found. 

Mr.COX. Iam not convinced by the argu 
ment of the gentleman. The indictment may 
be found at any time, and the man may be 
ibsent. 

Mr. POLAND. I have no objection to the 
amendment being offered. 

lhe previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Cox was 
agreed to. 

rhe amendment reported by the committee, 
to strike out ‘four years’’ and insert ‘five 
years,’’ was then agreed to. 

lhe bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. POLAND moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was apr ed to. 

WITNESSES IN EXTRADITION CASES. 

Mr. POLAND, from the same committee, 
H. Rt. No. 1381) relating to 
witnesses for respondents in extradition cases, 
which was read a first and second time. 

Ihe question was upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

lhe bill was read. It provides that when- 
ever any person shall be apprehended and 
brought before any judge or commissioner 
upon a charge of crime committed within the 
jurisdiction of a foreign Government, and such 
person shall prove by affidavit or otherwise, 
to the satisfaction of such judge or commis- 
sioner, that the testimony of any witnesses 
within the jurisdiction of such judge or com- 
missioner is material to his defense before 

ich judge or commissioner, and that he is 
actually unable to pay the fees of such wit- 
nesses, such judge or commissioner shall duly 
certify to the marshal of the district the names 
and residences of such witnesses, and the 


reported a bill 


legal fees due to each for travel and attend- | 


ance, and also the name of the ofticer sum- 
moning said witnesses, and his legal fees there- 
for, and said sums shall be allowed to the mar- 
shal on settlement of his accounts at the 


Treasury, and the marshal shall then pay the | 


amount to the persons entitled thereto. 

Mr. POLAND. Ido not desire to take up 
any time in explaining this bill unless some 
gentleman desires it. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. POLAND moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PERPETUATION OF TESTIMONY, 

Mr. POLAND also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back, with the recommenda- 
tion that it do pass, the bill (H. R. No. 286) 


to perpetuate testimony in the courts of the | 


United States. 

Che bill was read. 

The first section provides that any person 
who is a party to a suit pending in any court 
of the United States, or who has any interest 


in apy matter which is or may be the subject || 


of a suit in any court of the United States, 
may cause the testimony of any witness, mate- 
rial to him in the prosecution or defense of 
such suit, to be taken conditionally and to be 
perpetuated. 


ducing to any justice of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, circuit or district judge 
thereof, register in bankruptcy, or to any com- 


missioner appointed by the circuit courts of | 


the United States to take acknowledgments 
of bail and affidavits, due proof by affidavit, 
first, that the applicant is a party to a suit 
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actually pending in some court of the United | 


States, or that such applicant has an interest 


in some matter which is or may be the subject | 


of suit in such court ; and, secondly, that the 
testimony of any witness within the district 


where the oflicer to whom such application is || 


made resides, is material and necessary to the 


prosecution or defense of such suit; and, | 


thirdly, if such suit be not actually com- 
menced, that the party having an interest ad- 
verse to the applicant is of full age, with the 
name and residence of such party, such officer 
shall appoint a place within the district where 
such witness resides, at a time not less than 
ten days from the date of such order, for the 
examination of such witness. 

The third section provides that upon the ap- 
plication of the party desiring such examina- 
tion, such officer shall issue a summons to the 
witness designated in the original affidavit, 
requiring him to appear and testify at the time 
and place inant, which summons shall be 


served by, first, showing to the witness the | 


original summons, under the hand of the judge 


or officer issuing the same; secondly, deliver- 


ing to such witness a copy of said summons; 
and thirdly, paying or tendering to such wit- 
ness the same fees and mileage as are allowed 
to witnesses in suits pending in the district 


_ courts of the United States. 
| Section four provides that after satisfactory | 
evidence by affidavit shall be given to such 


officer that a copy of the order directing such 
examination, and of the affidavits upon which 
such order was issued, have been duly and 
personally served upon the party to such suit, 


| if one be pending. or on the persons named 
| in the original affidavit as having an interest 
| adverse to the applicant, if no suit be pend- 


ing, at least ten days before the time therein 


| appointed for such examination if such party 


or persons reside in the district in which such 
examination is appointed to take place, and at 
least thirty days before such time if said party 
or persons, or any of them, reside without said 


| district, he shall proceed, on the day appoint- 


ed, and on such other days to which the matter 
shall be from time to time adjourned, or may 


| be necessary, to take the deposition of such 


officer taking such deposition shall 


witness conditionally. 


It is provided by the fifth section that the | 


insert 
therein every answer or declaration of the 


require to be included therein. The deposi- 
tion, when completed, shail be carefully read 
to and subscribed by the witness; shall be 
certified by the officer taking the same; and 
within thirty days thereafter shall be filed in 
the office of the clerk of the district in which 
such suit is pending; or if no suit be pending, 
then of such district as the officer granting the 


order for such examination shall appoint, and | 


which district shall be specified in such order. 
There shall be filed with the said deposition 
the original order for the examination of the 
witness, and the aflidavits on which the same 
was founded, and those proving the service of 
such order. . 


The sixth section provides that the original | 


affidavits filed with such deposition, or a certi- 
tied copy thereof, shall be presumptive evidence | 


of the facts therein contained to show a com- 


| pliance with the provisions of this act. 


Section seven provides that if any person 
shall refuse or neglect to appear at the time 
and place mentioned in the summons issued 
in accordance with this act, or if upon his 


appearance be shall refuse to testify, he shall | 


be liable to the same penalties as would be 


| ineurred for a like offense on the trial of a | 
Lhe second section provides that upon pro- || 


| 
| 
| 


suit in the district court of the United States, 


which penalties shall be enforced by the dis- | 


| trict court of the district in which such wit- 


nesg shall reside. If such examination shall 
continue more than one day, such witness 


| 


‘ 


| States between the persons named in tho ,.. 
| ginal affidavits as parties, or named the 
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shall be entitled to receive $1 50 fo; Car! 

additional day. _ 
It is provided in section eight that in 

a trial shall be had in any court of the Upj,; 


yr 


Tély 


as having an interest which may be the sub 
ject of a suit, or between any parties ¢] 
ing under such persons, or either of them | 
title arising subsequent to the service of th. 
order for such examination as hereinbefy,, 
provided, upon due proof of the death or 
insanity of the witness examined pursuan: , 
the foregoing provisions, or of the inabjj; 
of the party to produce such witness in egy, 
the deposition of such witness, or a certigg; 
copy thereof, may be given in evidence |, 
either party. z 

Section nine provides that the depositio, 
so taken and read in evidence shall have), 
same effect, and no other, as the oral tes 
mony of the witness would have if givey ¢, 
such trial; and every objection to the comy. 
tency or credibility of such witness, or to t}; 


alm 


relevancy of any question put to him, or, 


any answer given by him, may be made in ti, 


| same manner as if such witness were pers 


ally examined on such trial. 
it is provided in section ten that any office; 


authorized to take the examination of a w) 
ness, according to the provisions of this ac, 


| to whom application may be made for jhy: 


purpose, may order such examination to be 
had before any other officer to whom sgy¢\ 
application might have been originally made, 
residing in the same district with the witnes 
to be examined, and such officer shall proce; 
in the premises in the same manner and wii 
the like power as if the order for examinatioy 
had been made by him. 

Section eleven provides that depositions 
which have been lawfully taken in any sy 
pending in any court of the United States may, 
in the discretion of the court, be received iy 
any subsequent suits between the same parti 


or those claiming under them, where the sam: 


subject-matter is in controversy. 
Section twelve provides that where the wit 


| nesses, whose testimony is sought to be perpet: 


uated, are out of the jurisdiction of the United 


| States, it shall be lawful for any circuit or dis 


trict court. of the United States, upon applicatio 


| aud notice as hereinbefore prescribed, to grav! 


a commission to some officer in the civil or 
diplomatic service of the United States abroat 


| to tuke the testimony of such witnesses upon 
witness examined which either party shall | 


direct and cross-interrogatories attached | 
such commission, fc the same purposes an( 
to be preserved and sed in like manner and 


| with the same effect as the testimony hereiu: 
| before authorized to be taken within the United 
| States. 


Mr. POLAND. This, also, is a bill which 
was passed by the House in the last Congres: 


/and was favorably reported by the Judiciary 


Comunittee of the Senate, but failed there ior 
want of time. It is to provide a mode of per 
petuating testimony. It is a little singular that, 
under the statutes of the United States, the ony 


| mode of perpetuating the testimony of wit 





| 


| nesses is by a proceeding in chancery, which 
| all lawyers understand is a somewhat awkward 


and expensive proceeding to take the testimony 
of witnesses. 

I may say that this bill was mainly prepared 
by Mr. Ferriss, of New York, who was a mem 
ber of the last Congress, and is founded pri 


| cipally upon the provisions of the statutes ot 


the State of New York. The provisions of 
the statutes of the different States are su! 


| stantially the same in relation to the mode o! 


perpetuating testimony ; and there is nothing 
in this bill except what is found in most of th: 
State statutes authorizing the perpetuation 0! 
testimony. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. ‘The suggestion occurre® 
to my mind, upon hearing the bill read, the 
there should be a limitation, that this test: 
mony should not be used against a person who 
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jon or otherwise, to examine the witnesses. 

Mr. POLAND. That is undoubtedly the 
meaning of the bill. It provides, as do the 
State statutes, that it may be used not only 
against the parties who had notice, but if the 
litigation finally turns out to be between the 
arties causing the testimony to be taken, and 
‘omebody who claims under the party who had 
notice, by @ title subsequent to the time of 
taking the testimony, be shall not, by changing 
his title over into other hands, deprive a party 
of the benefit of the testimony taken. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Then there should be 
made some record of this testimony, especially 
if it should relate to real estate, or else parties 


buying 1 good faith would be bound by testi- | 


mony of which they had no knowledge, and 
might be defrauded because there was no record 
or means of discovering this testimony. 

Mr. POLAND. If my friend had listened 
to the reading of the entire bill, he would have 
seen that there is the ordinary provision that 
this testimony, within thirty days after it is 
taken, shall be filed in the office of the clerk 
of the court in the district where taken, or the 
district where the controversy is. I think the 
vill fully meets the suggestion of the gentle- 


an. 
“os ELDRIDGE. Let me make one fur- 


ther suggestion. There is no provision inthis 


gid not have an opportunity, by cross-examina- 


it 


| if one of the parties to the controversy could | 
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Mr. POLAND. There would be very little | form will not prevail, and for this reason: in 
use in having astatute to perpetuate testimony | 


immediately transfer his interest intothe hands | 


of other parties who would not be affected | 


by it. 


| (if my friend from Wisconsin desires to move 


| ment would improve the bill. 


| otiice of the county clerk. 


pill, as | understand it—and I speak with many || 


doubts, because it is a long bill, and although 
| listened to it attentively l am not certain that 
| understood it thoroughly—there is no pro- 
vision requiring that this testimony shall be 
filed in the court or the office of the register 
of the district where the property is situated. 
It is to be filed in the district court from which 
the process issued, but it is not required to be 
filed inthe land district, or the othice of the 
register of the district, where the title to the 
real estate to which it relates may be affected 
by it. 

Mr. POLAND. I ask the Clerk to read the 
fifth section of the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That the officer taking such deposition shall insert 
therein every answer or declaration of the witness 


examined which either party, shall require to be 
included therein. The deposition, when completed, 


such an amendment) providing that if the con- 
troversy be in relation to the title to land a 
copy of the evidence shall be deposited in the 
clerk’s office of the district where the land is 
situated. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I think such an amend- 
I suggest that 
it read in this form: provided that the testi- 
mony, where it affects real estate, shall be 
filed in the clerk’s office of the county where 
the real estate is situated. 

Mr. POLAND. I think we ought not to 
require this evidence to be deposited in the 
This bill is de- 
signed to authorize the taking of testimony to 
be used in the courts of the United States. I 

ropose that such testimony where it affects 
oa be filed in the clerk’s office of the dis- 
trict where the same is situated. 
ment in the form suggested by the gentleman 
trom Wisconsin would be incongruous. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I propose to provide that 


I have no objection to an amendment | 


The amend- | 


the investigation of titles you search the office 
of the register of deeds, or whatever else his 
name may be, who is the oflicer of the State 
having charge of this registering for the county, 
in respect of incumbrances and State liens 


_ affecting the property in question, but you also 


‘ate testimony. | 


where the testimony affects real estate a copy | 
of it shall be filed in the clerk’s office of the | 


county where the real estate is situated. 

Mr. POTTER. It ought to be filed in the 
office of the United States district court for 
the district in which the property is situated. 


In investigating titles we do not, so far as | 


am aware, search for liens under the laws of 
the United States in any county clerk’s oflice; 
but we search in the office of the district court 


| of the United States for the district in which |! 


| the land is situate. 
' under Federal law to affect land within the 


As this is a proceeding 


district, it seems to me sufficient to provide |} 


that a copy of the testimony shall be deposited 
in the office of the clerk of the district. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk wiil report the 
amendment as it has been taken down. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That there shall beacopy of the evidence | 


| deposited in the clerk’s office of the district in which 


shall be carefully read to and subscribed by the wit- | 


ness; shall be certified by the oflicer taking the same; 
and within thirty days thereafter shall be filed in the 


office of the clerk of the district in which such suit | 
is pending; or if no suit be pending, then of such | 
district as the officer granting the order for such 


examination shall appoint, and which district shall 
be specified in such order. There shall be filed with 
the said deposition the original order for the exam- 
ination of the witness, and the affidavits on which 
the same was founded, and those proving the service 
of such order. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman from Ver- 
mont [Mr. PoLanp] will perceive that the real 
estate to be affected by this testimony may be 
in one district and the testimony and order 
filed in another, so that if a party purchasing 


real estate were to examine the records of the | 
office in the district where the property is situ- | 


ated he might be unable to find the testimony 
affecting his rights, because it was in another 
district than that in which the land is situated. 
Suits are not in all cases confined to the locus 
of the land, but they may be in some other 
district court. Therefore the rights of parties 
may be affected without any means whatever 
of finding out the proceedings that have been 
had against the property that they are pur- 
chasing. It seems to me, too, that parties 
ought not to be affected in that way; that we 


ought not to add another provision by which | 
parties must have a further abstract, must not | 


only search the titles that have accrued, that 
ure In existence, but they must search the pro- 
ceedings of courts and examine the testimony 
of witnesses to ascertain whether the property 
they are 
I think that that provision of the bill ought 
not to be adopted. In the view which I take, 
it Seems to me that innocent parties may be 
injuriously affected by such proceedings. 


porenening is affected by it or not. | 


1} 


| 


! 


| suggests would be almost worthless. 
| of the districts are five hundred miles in ex- 


the land is situated. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. ‘‘In the clerk’s office of 


} 


} 


the county’’ is what I suggest; and I would | 


add further, that a minute thereof be made in 
the index relating to land titles. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment had 
better be reduced to writing by the gentleman 
who desires to offer it. Amendments of this 


| character should always be in writing. 


Mr. POLAND. I do not think that any 
amendment ought to be adopted requiring this 
evidence to be filed in any State court office 
or in any county clerk’s office. I[ think it 
right enough that a copy should be filed in the 
office of the clerk of the district court for the 
district where the land is situated. 

Mr. LAMISON. I suggest that the testi- 
mony should be filed in the office of the 
recorder of deeds. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 


tion of the territorial extent of some of the 
districts of the United States, the provision he 
Some 


tent; and if this evidence is to be filed only in 
the office of the district court, a man might be 
required to travel five hundred miles to find 
out matters affecting histitle. I think that the 
suggestion made by the gentleman from Wis- 
consin is very proper. 

Mr. POLAND. 
amendment as reduced to writing. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That if the controversy be in relation to 
the title to land, there shall be a copy of the evi- 
dence deposited in the recorder of deeds’ office of the 


county in which the land is situated, and a minute 
thereof be made in the index of titles to real estate, 


Mr. POTTER. I hope that amendment in | 


I desire to suggest to the | 
' gentleman from Vermont that, in considera- 


I would like to hear the | 


| 
‘ 


i 





| 

| 

(| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


i 
\\ 
j 
i 
{| 
'} 
1 
j 
i 
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search the otlice of the clerk of the United 
States court for the district in which the prop- 
erty is situated for judgment and other liens 
Which the Federal law may create against the 
same property, and by every analogy this tes- 
timony, in order to give proper notice to the 
purchasers of the property affected by it, should 
be filed where the Iederal liens are kept; that 
is, in the office of the clerk of the United States 
district court of the district where this testi- 
mony istaken. It would be wholly anomalous 
to take notice of Federal proceeding and put 
itin the hands of State authority. It would 
lead to contusion instead of convenience. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman misap- 
prehends very much, I think, the effect of the 
amendment i propose. The only objection 
that can be made to it is that it would put to 
too much trouble persons seeking to perpetu- 

oes it is to be placed side 
by side with the real estate to be affected, and 
the parties seeking to perpetuate a lawsuit 
against real estate ought to be put to the trouble 
to put it where it can be seen by every person 
who isto be affected. It is to be placed side 
by side in the index so it may be seen at a 
glance. It can do noharm. ven if we do 
search the records of the district court, as sug 
gested, we may not search them in all cases, 
and it is more convenient to find it placed side 
by side in the recorder’s ottice where the deeds 
are recorded, so that any party searching the 
records may see it at a glance and be referred 
to the testimony atfecting the title. 

Mr. POLAND. I have no objection to this 
amendment being voted on, but I do not con- 


| sider it is an amendment that ought to be 
| made; and if this amendment does not pre- 


vail, [| will myself offer an amendment requir- 
ing that copies shall be filed in the office of 
the clerk of the district in which the land is 
situated. 

Mr. POTTER. United States district court ? 

Mr. POLAND. Yes, sir; thatis, if this be 
voted down. Before calling the previous ques- 
tion I will move an amendment as a substi- 
tute to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Wisconsin, as follows : 

And if the controversy be in relation to the title 


| to real estate, a copy of said testimony shall be filed 


in the office of the clerk of the district where such 
lands are situated. 

I now demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
main question ordered. 

The question first recurredon Mr. PoLanp’s 
amendment to the amendment. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
61, noes 23. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 

The amendment, as 
ado pted. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. POLAND moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was passed ; and also 
moved that the motiow to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PREVENTION OF SMUGGLING. 


Mr. POLAND also, from the same commit- 
tee, reported back House bill No. 187, to 
amend an act entitled ‘An act to prevent 
smuggling, and for other purposes,’ approvea 
July 18, 1866, with an amendment. 

The bill, which was read, provides that the 
seventh section of the act entitled ‘‘ An act to 
further prevent smuggling, and for other pur- 
poses,’’ approved July 18, 1866, is amended 


amended, was then 
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so a8 to read that it shall be the duty of the 
several collectors of customs and of internal 
revenue to report within ten days to the dis- 
trict attorney of the district in which any fine, 
penalty, or forfeitare may be ineurred for 
the violation of any law of the United States 
relating to the revenue, a statement of all the 
facts and circumstances of the case within 
their knowledge, together with the names of. 
the witnesses, and which may come to their 
knowledge from time to time, stating the pro- 
vis ions of the law believed to he violated, and 
on which a reliance may be had for condemna- 


tion or conviction, and such district attorney 


hall cause the proper proceedings to be com- 
menced and prosecuted without delay for the 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures by law in such 
case provided, unless upon inquiry and ex- 
amination he shall decide that such proceed- 
ings cannot probably be sustained, or that the 
ends of public justice do not require that pro- 
ceedings should be instituted, in which case 
he shall report the facts in customs cases to 
the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, and in internal 
revenue cases to the Commissioner of Inter- 
nal Revenue, for their direction; and for the 
expenses incurred and services rendered ir all | 
such cases the district attorney shall receive 

and be paid from the Treasury such sum as 
the judge before whom such cases are tried or 
disposed of shall certify is justand reasonable ; 


provided, however, that the annual compensa- | 


tion of such district attorney shall not exceed 
the maximum amount now prescribed by law ; 
aud if any collector shall in any case fail to 
report to the proper district attorney as pre- 
scribed in this section, such collector’s share 


of any fine, penalty, or forfeiture imposed or | 


incurred in such case shall be forfeited to the | 
United States, and the same shall be awarded | 
to such persons as may make complaint and 
prosecute the same to judgment or convic- 
tion. 

‘The following was the amendment reported 
from the committee: 

In line twenty-seven, after the word “as,” insert | 
the following: ** the Secretary of the ‘I reasury shall 
deem just and reasonable upon the certificate of ;’’ 
and in line twenty-eight, after the words “disposed | 
of,” strike out the words ‘shall certify is just and 
reasonable;” so that it will read, ‘‘and for the ex- | 
penses incurred and services -rendered in -all such 
cases the district attorney shall receive and be 
paid from the Treasury such sum as the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall deem justand reasonable upon | 
the certificate of the judge before whom such cases 
are tried or disposed of.” 

Mr. POLAND. i find I am using rather 
more than my share of the morning hour, and 
1 will take no time to explain this bill unless | 
some gentleman desires it. 

The amendment reported by the committee 
was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be | 
engrossed and read a third time; and being | 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. POLAND moved to reconsider the vote | 


by which the bill was passed; and also moved || 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the |! 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Gornam, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate had 
passed House bill of the following title, with 
amendments, in which the concurrence of the 
House was requested : 

A bill (H. R. No. 248) for the apportion- || 
ment of Representatives to Congress among the || 
several States according to theninth census. || 


APPELLATE JURISDICTION OF SUPREME COURT. i 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, from the 1 
Committee on Revision of the Laws of the || 


United States, reported back, with the recom- || 


late the appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court, and to prevent delays therein. 
The bill was read, i 


The amendment reported by the committee 
was as follows: 
In section five, line two, after the word “ prize,” 


insert the following: “except as to the findings of 
the fact ;’’ so that it will read, *‘that the provisions 


of this act shall not apply to cases of prize, except | 


as to the findings of tlie fact.’’ 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I pre- 
sume there will be no objection to the amend- 


ment. As regardsthe whole bill, Mr. Speaker, | 
the House will see that its scope is to relieve | 


the Supreme Court of the United States from 
that accumulation of business which renders 
justice now unattainable in that court. 

The first section provides that where, by the 
act of 1789, appeal was limited to $2,000, it 
shall now be limited to $5,000. That section 
also provides that cases shall be brought up 
here from the highest territorial courts, upon 
questions of constitutional law, as they are 

| from the highest State courts. 

The second section provides that in cases 
where the facts are not found bya jury, the 
findings of facts in the court below, where there 
may be appeal as in equity, maritime, and 
admiralty causes from circuit courts and dis- 
trict courts, shall be conclusive, putting on 
such courts in equity cases, maritime cases, and 
admiralty cases and the like, the same rule as 
we now pat upon the Court of Claims; that they 
shall find the facts and the Supreme Court shall 
deal with the law. Now the Supreme Court 
deals with questions of fact. They spend whole 
weeks examining simple questions of fact, 
especially in admiralty cases. In every case 
of collision, they have to find out which pilot 
'is to blame; whether a certain vessel carried 
alight or not. Such questions occupy nearly 


House which will illustrate the imperative 
| necessity of this bill in this regard. Twenty 
years ago, the average number of causes in the 
Supreme Court was something near twenty. 
Now we have got five hundred and seventy; 
and unless this measure of relief is voted, it is 
impossible for that court to get on or any other 
court. Sitting every day in the year and every 
hour in the day will not accomplish the busi- 
ness. 

The third section makes a further limitation, 
| that in admiralty causes, where there has been 
one hearing before the district court, and then 
an appeal to the circuit court, and another 
hearing there, there shall not be a second ap- 
peal to the Supreme Court unless the amount 
of $10,000 is involved. The parties have 
already had two hearings, to wit, one before a 
district judge and one before a circuit judge, 
it may be one of the judges of the Supreme 
Court sitting on that circuit. 
| The fourth section provides that in a criminal 
| cause where a question of law arises so doubtful 
| that the judge of the circuit court thinks it ought 

to be examined by the Supreme Court, he may 
| certify it up, and in his judgment make such 


_to cases where infamous punishments or life 
areatstake. I need not tell any lawyer in the 
House that there is no means now by which a 
question in a criminal cause can be reéxamined 
| by the Supreme Court unless there happen to 
be two judges sitting in the circuit court, and 
they disagree upon the question. Now, ina 
majority of cases only one judge sits in the cir- 


cuit court, and then there can be no reéxam- 
, ination of any question of criminal law. It is 


provided by this bill that where a question is 
deemed by the judge of sufficient importance 
to be reéxamined, it shall be reéxamined upon 
his certificate, and in other cases where the 
judge doubts whether it is of sufficient import- 
ance and the defendant thinks it is import- 
ant, he can have the question spread upon the 


their whole time. I can state one fact to the || 


stay of execution as is necessary to have that 
case examined. This provision applies only | 


; 

} 
i| 
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if 
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literally from the provision of law in 
in the State of Ohio. 

The fifth seetion simply provides th 
visions of this act shall not apply to cases os 
prize, except as to questions of fact, nor sha}} it 
apply to any appeals now pending or which ma. 


like Cases 


at the pro. 


RE ° May 
| be taken within six months after the Passae 
of this act. The reason why prize cases gy 














} 


1 
i 
| the limitation of $5,000 was taken. In the 


|| first place $2,000 is now the limit, as the gen- 
|| tleman is aware, aud that limit was fixed in 


excepted and allowed to come up directly ; 

the Supreme Courtis this: prize cases almo., 
always involve the rights of some foreign ah. 
jects, and involve our relations with forein 
Governments, and it has always been eeuatk, 
ered that a prize case, however small, shou), 
have the judgment of the highest courts of +), 


the 
| land. 


This bill, which was, I am informed, pre- 
pared at the instance of the judges of the sy 
preme Court, was introduced into the Sena:,. 


| and House, and by the House referred to jh. 


Committee on the Revision of the Law 
us examined and perfected as well as we eoy|,/ 
and then recommitted and ordered to },. 
printed. Wethen submitted a copy io cach 
of the judges of the Supreme Court and the 
Attorney General, and asked for any gyo. 
gestions as to the amendments that we had 
offered to the bill, and as to the action of the 
bill, and they have found no objection, | 
now yield to the gentleman from Wisconsip. 
[Mr. Expripce. | 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I believe the morn. 
ing hour has now expired, and 1 move to go 
to business on the Speaker’s table. : 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. [| hope 
the gentleman from Illinois will allow us to 
dispose of this bill. It will not take much 
time. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. =I baveno objection, 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I only want to make a 
suggestion to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts. It seems to me that it is a matter of 
very doubtful propriety to limit cases of appeal 
to the sum of $5,000. I know very well thai 
the Supreme Court is clogged so that it can 
hardly be expected to dispose of the cases 
upon its calendar, but [ want to suggest to 


} 
8, by 
’ 


| the gentleman from Massachusetts that he has 
| probably added, by the provision in regard to 


criminal cases, as many cases to the calendar 
as he will take off by limiting the jurisdiction 
in cases of appeal in civil causes to $5,000. 
I have no doubt myself that there ought to 
be some provision made if possible to relieve 


| the Supreme Court from the amount of busi: 


ness upon its calendar, but this bill, if I un- 
derstand it aright—and I think I do compre- 
hend it in that regard—will add as many crim- 
inal causes to the calendar of the Supreme 
Court as it will take off civil causes by making 
the limitation $5,000, and the propriety ot 
that, it seems to me, is very doubtful, to say 
the least of it. It is to say that a man shall 
not have a chance to appeal his case, although 
it may amount to $4,000 or even to $4,999, 
as well as when it amounts to $5,000. It is 
arbitrary in every respect to limit it by mere 
dollars and cents. I believe the limitation 
is now $2,000; and here by one amendment 
$38,000 is added to the limitation, for the 
yurpose of relieving the Supreme Court of the 

nited States, it is said. When we come 
to consider the whole bill, I think it will ap- 
pear to every one that we have added as many 


cases to the calendar of the Supreme Court, 
| by allowing appeals in criminal cases, as we 
|| have taken off by this amendment. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Let me 


explain to the gentleman from Wisconsin, [ Mr. 


Eprince, | and to the House, the reason why 


'| record, and then ask a certificate of any judge || 1789. At this time $5,000 is no more as 4 
inendation that it do pass, with an amend- || of the Supreme Court, and if he can find any | limitation than $2,000 was in 1789. Now, I 
ment, the bill (H. R. No. 891) to further regu- | judge of that court who thinks it is of sufficient | hold that any man ought to be put under guard- 


| importance to be examined before that court | ianship who would appeala case in issue to the 


it may be certified up by that judge. This || Supreme Court for less than $5,000, especially 
’ 


provision is taken, as I understan 


almost |. if he employs counsel fit to argue it, for il 
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they do not charge him quite as much as he | 
‘ats in issue I am much mistaken in my men. 

We must fix some arbitrary limit; every 
jimit, of course, 38 arbitrary. And it was 
thought that having now a body of circuit || 
jadges who try cases in the circuit courts, 
who try them as @ rule, whose business it is to 
iry them, as high a class of judges as any in 
the country, it was best to make this limit, 
pecause, a8 I have said, we must bring down 
the amount of litigation before these courts ; 
and the very suggestion of my friend from Wis- 
consin, [Mr. ELDRIDGE, } to wit, that we add 
something by the criminal part of this bill, is | 
an evidence that we must bring other business 
down. I think it is a great wrong that while 
we sit here disputing on the question whether 
this jurisdiction of the Supreme Court shall | 
he limited to $5,000, in matters of money, yet 
when a man’s life or his liberty is at stake he || 
cannot get a hearing before the Supreme Court || 
ipon any one question, —— two Judges hap- | 
pen to be on the bench, and those two judges || 
happen to differ. ; : oe. | 

Mr. NIBLACK. I have a little curiosity to | 
know how it is that the Committee on the Re- || 
vision of the Laws has got possession of this | 
class of legislation, when by the immemorial 
usage of the House it belongs to the Commit- || 
tee on the Judiciary. ‘The distinguished chair: | 
man of the Committee on the Judiciary [Mr. 
BixcuaM] now sits on our side of the House, 
and as I feel a great interest in his behalf, | | 
desire to protest against this interference with 
the business of his committee. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. The way | 
we got it was that the House gave it to us, by 
referring this bill to our committee. 

Mr. NIBLACK. It was certainly a great | 
oversight on the part of the House. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. The gen- || 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Nisiack] does not i 

| 


| 


belong to the Comiittee on the Judiciary, 
and therefore he has no right to complain. = [ 
do belong to that committee, and | havea right 
to complain if any wrong has been done. 
Mr. NIBLACK. I am impartial, and there- 
fore can more properly interfere. | 
Mr. MERRICK. I desire to offer an amend- | 
ment to this bill with reference to appeals | 
from the courts of the District of Columbia. || 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
hear it. 
Mr. MERRICK. The courts of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia are not constituted at all | 
with reference to making them ultimate tri- | 
bunals or courts of appeal; they are nothing | 
but nisi prius courts. ‘They have alarge juris- | 
diction, and the people have immemorially | 
had the right of appeal to the Supreme Court. | 
I desire to move an amendment that they shall | 
| 
| 


I will 


have the right of appeai and writs of error to 
the Supreme Court, as heretofore, in all cases | 
where the amount in controversy exceeds the 
sum of $2,000. It hasbeen said that this bill 
has the approbation of the judges of the | 
Supreme Court. It has been said, I believe, || 
that it has had the special approbation and 
. H 
preparation of Justice Miller. Now, I am | 
advised that Justice Miller himself is in favor |! 
of the restoration and preservation of the right || 
of appeal from the supreme court of the | 
| 
| 





District of Colambia to the Supreme Court | 
of the United States. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
amendment be read. 

Mr. MERRICK. The amendment is sim- | 
ply to preserve the right of appeal from the 
supreme court of the District of Columbia in all || 
cases where it now prevails, where the amount |) 
in controversy exceeds the sum of $2,000. It | 
is but right and proper, Mr. Speaker, that this || 
people here should have some protection from || 
the great mantle of jurisprudence which is } 
spread by the guardianship of this nation in 
the other wing of this Capitol. They should 
not be left in all matters as pariahs, to be thrown 
ubout at the mercy of all sortsof experiments. 
They have suffered enough by injudicious 


Let the | 





=. 


| ened administration of justice. 


| since he used to know it. 
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legislation. Let them at least have the guard- 


| 
| 


janship of that great tribunal which admin- | 
| isters the Constitution and the laws of these 


United States for the protection of all the peo- 
ple of the country, Lhe number of appeals | 


'trom the supreme court of the District of 
| Columbia will, at any rate, be swall. 


Mr. BUTLER of Massachusetts. The gen- 


tleman is wholly mistaken in supposing the 
| bill does not now allow what he is asking. 


Mr. MERRICK. No, sir, it only allows 
the same right of appeal from the territorial! 


courts as there is from the State courts; that 


is When aright is claimed under the Censtitu- 
tion or some statute of the United States, and 
that right is denied by the jadgment of the 
court, au appeal is allowed to the United States | 
court, for the purpose of protecting and uphold- 

ing the I'ederal authority where it is assailed on | 
the part of the judicial organization of one of 
the States. But there is no danger of this Dis- | 
trict in its organization assailing the Federal 
power, or setting up an antagonism of juris- 
diction or law with reference to the Federal tri- 
bunals. There is no need, therefore, of put- 
ting this District in the same predicament with 
the several States of the Union. The people 
of this District are your helpless wards; they 
demand and ought to receive at the hands of 
Congress the full protection which the highest | 


|| judicial tribunal can give them, for the preser- | 
|| vation of equal justice among this poor people 
here. 


I koow something of the matter whereof I 
speak. I have long been connected with the 
people of this District; for many years I was 
one of the judges of the court for this District; 


I kuow the rights that these people have, and | 
that their rights ought to be guarded and pro- || 


tected. Unless they have the privilege of 
going to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, poor indeed will be their condition with 
respect to the equal, impartial, and enlight- 
i In their name 
I appeal to the House and beg it not to ignore 
their rights and privileges; and I would sup- 


| port that appeal by the statement that the very 


justice of the Supreme Court who prepared 
this bill is now of the opinion, as I am inform- 
ally authorized to state, that the right of appeal 


| should be preserved to this people as it has 


heretofore been exercised in their behalf. Not 


| more than two or three appeals in the course 


of a year go up to the Supreme Court of the 
United States from the siipreme court of this 
District; but at least let the people here have 
that right of appeal ; Jet them have this check 
over the judiciary—a eheck which, although it 
may seldom be called into operation, will still 


| hang over the judges of the District as a safe- 


guard for the people, so as to seeure the fair 
and careful administration of the law to these 
poor people, who have no friends to take care 
of them except this Congress. I do trust, Mr. 
Speaker, that the amendment will be adopted. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I trust we | 


shall now hear the amendment read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That appeals and writs of error from the 
supreme court of the District of Columbia to the 
Supreme Court of the United States shall remain as 
now provided by law in all cases where the matter in 
dispute shall exceed the sum of $2,000. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. The Dis- 
trict of Columbia has a court consisting of five 
judges learned and able. I assure the gentie- 


man from Maryland [Mr. Merrick] that the | 


character of that court is very much improved 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. MERRICK. Ido not propose to call 
in question the eomparative character of those 
who formerly administered justice in the eourt 


of this District and those who now do so. It 


was not my purpose to reflect on those who 
are members of the court at present; I only 
adverted to those who heretofore administered 
justice here for the purpose of showing that 
I knew something in relation to the matter 
whereof I spoke. It is not my habit to in- 
dulge in personal. reflections, although the 


— ee eee — 
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| gentleman from Massachusetts may be, per- 
haps, quite as obnoxious to them as myself if 


\| I pleased to make any such reflections. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
resume the floor. 
Mr. MERRICK. I addressed myself to the 
reason and judgment of the House. 
| Mr. FARNSWORTH. I am appealed to 
to renew my motion. As it is probable this 
will consume considerable time, t suggest that 
it go over till to-morrow. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts” I desire 
simply to say to the House, Mr. Speaker, that 
in this case the District of Columbia has what 
the people of the States have not; they bave 
a judicial tribunal ia bane of five judges paid 
for by the United States, with all their ex- 
penses paid, and they have fully the right 
| to appeal to the Supreme Court that every- 
body in every State has beside. Then they 
have the additional right, to wit, that every 
man in a State can only have the right to 
appeal where some law of the United States is 
ealled in question under five thousand dollara. 
Now, as most of the cases in the District of 
Columbia arise under laws of the United 
States, if they are harmed by the adjudication 
of the courts of the United States, they can 
appeal and have that question reéxamined. So 
the ‘* poor people’’ of the District of Columbia, 
who will not have many cases of $2,000, have 
| all the rights, and more, too, that the rest of 
the people of the United States have, so far 
as regards judicial proceedings. And there is 
| more time consumed by the Supreme Court 
of the United States in hearing cases from the’ 
District of Columbia than there is in hearing 
those from any State in the Union, as there 
was more time consumed in this House legislat 


I must 


\| ing for the District of Columbia in the olden 
|| time than for any one State inthe Union. We 
|| hear of nothing but what the District of Colum 
'| bia wants in Congress. 


‘They are importunate 
| wards if unfortunate wards of the nation. 
| Therefore I trust there will be no exception, 
|| because everybody, then, will be getting his 
|| little litigation into the District of Columbia. 
| I now call for the vote. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Does the gentleman pro- 
|| pose to call the previous question? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I will 
|| allow the amendment of the gentleman from 
i Maryland to be offered. 

|| Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to be heard on 
|| this bill before the previous question is called. 
| Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move to proceed 
| 

| 

} 


to the business on the Speaker’s table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


APPORTIONMENT. 


The first bill on the Speaker’s table was 
the bill (H. Rk. No. 248) for the apportionment 
of Representatives among the several States 
according to the ninth census, returned from 
the Senate with amendments. 

The Clerk read the amendments, as follows : 


Page 3, line seventeen, strike out the words “and 
in such manner.’’ 

Add at the end of the bill the following: 

Sec. 6. That should any State, after the passage 
of this act, deny or abridge the right of any of the 
male inhabitants of such States, being twenty-one 
years of age, and eitizons of the United States, to 
vote at any election named in the Constitution, arti- 
| cle fourteen, section one, except for participation 
in the rebellion or other crime, the number of Rep- 
resentatives apportioned in this act to such States 
| shall be reduced in the proportion which the num- 
ber of such male citizens shall have to the whole 
number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in 
such State. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move the House 
concur in the amendments of the Senate. They 
can do no harm. 

The amendments of the Senate were sev- 
erally agreed to. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. SARGENT. I wish to move that the 
|| House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
|| Whole on the state of the Union for the pur- 
| pose of taking up and considering the Indian 
| appropriation bill, and before doing so I wish 


| 

i} 
i 
} 
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to move that all general debate in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole shall be limited to five 
minutes, 

MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. CONNER. I ask the gentleman to 
yield to me for a moment to offer a resolution 
calling for information, 

Mr. SARGENT. I will yield for that pur- 
yoKe. 

Mr. CONNER. I offer the following reso- 
lution. 

Ihe Clerk read-as follows : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
he requested to inquire into certain outrages that 
have been perpetrated by citizens of the republic 
of Mexico and Indians domiciled in the Mexican 
territory against citizens of the United States resid- 
ing on the Rio Grande frontier, and that Colonel 
Williams, of San Antonio, Texas, now in Washing- 
ton, be examined by the committee. 

Mr. CONNER. Mr. Speaker, one word of 
explanation. 1 wish to refer that inquiry to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. The gen- 
tleman indicated is now in the city of Wash- 
ington, and is familiar with all the depreda- 
tions which have been committed down there. 

Mr. BANKS. I move that that resolu- 
tion be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

IRON STEAM ICE-BOATS. 


Mr. NEGLEY. lIask unanimous consent 
to take from the Speaker's table, with a view 
to its consideration at the present time, the 
bill (S. No. 487) to exempt the iron steam 
ice boats constructed by the city of Philadel- 
phia from the inspection required by the act 
of February 28, 1871, entitled “ An act to pro- 
vide for the better security of life on board of 
vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam, 
and for otber purposes.’’ 

Mr. BIRD. I object to the present consid- 
eration of that bill. 


Mr. SUELLABARGER. I hope the gen- 


pass now or notatall. There are two boats || 
that are used simply for breaking ice and || 
keeping clear the navigation of the river at 
Philadelphia and below, and now or never is 
the time the bill ought to pass. I hope the 
objection will be withdrawn. 
Mr. BIRD. I withdraw my objection. 
Mr. NEGLEY. I propose to amend the 
bill as follows: 
At the end of the bill add the following: | 
Provided, This act shall expire at the end of six || 
months from and after its passage. 1 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill, as amended, was ordered to be |! 
read a third time, and it was accordingly read || 
the third time, and passed. 
Mr. L. MYERS moved to reconsider the || 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also | 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SARGENT. IL now yield to the gentle- || 
man from Lilinois [Mr. Farwe..] to move to || 
take a bill from the Speaker's table, if it || 
does not lead to debate. 
BENJAMIN Il. CAMPBELL. | 
} 


Mr. FARWELL. [ask unanimous consent 
to take from the Speaker's table. with a view || 
to its present consideration, a bill (S. No. 352) | 
for the relief of Benjamin H. Campbell, mar- || 
shal of the United States for the northern dis- | 
trict of Lilinois. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read for | 
information. 

The bill was read. It authorizes the Attor- || 
ney General, in the settlement of the accounts || 
of Benjamin H. Campbell. marshal of the |! 
United States for the northern district of Illi- |! 
nois, to allow him credit for such amount of 
United States Treasury and national bank | 
notes as were in his hands as marshal be- | 


longing to the United States, not to exceed | 


~~ oO 


$7,679 13, as he may be satisfied was burned | 





up in said marshal’s office and in the custom- 
house building at Chicago, Illinois, on the 9th 
Octover, 1871. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Michigan. I object. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. COBURN. lIask the gentleman from 
California [Mr. Sarcent] to yield to me to 
move to take a bill from the Speaker’s table 
for reference. 

Mr. DAWES. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from California that he yield for the 
referenee of all bills on the Speaker’s table 

| to which there is no objection. 

Mr. SARGENT. 1 yield for that purpose. 


ARTIFICIAL LIMBS. 


By unanimous consent, the bill (S. No. 471) to 
amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act supplementary 
to an act to provide for furnishing artificial 
limbs to disabled soldiers,’’ approved June 
30, 1870, was taken from the Speaker’s table, 
read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

SOLDIERS’ DISCHARGES 

| By unanimous consent, the bill (S. No. 809) 

to probibitthe retention of soldiers’ discharges 

by claim agents and attorneys was taken 

from the Speaker's table, read a first and 

| second time, and referred to the Committee 
| on Military Affairs. 

GRADES IN MILITARY SERVICE. 
By unanimous consent, the bill (S. No. 393) 


to authorize the discontinuance of certain | 


grades in the military service was taken from 
| the Speaker's table, read a first and second 


time, and referred to the Committee on Mili- | 


| tary Affairs. 
SALE OF LAND AT SAG HARBOR, 
By unanimous consent. the bill (S. No. 68) 


| providing for the sale of land belonging to the 
United States, situatedat Sag Harbor, Suffolk | 


. I ho | county in the State of New York, was taken 
tleman will not object. This bill ought to | 


from the Speaker's table, read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 
ANN M CARTHY. 
By unanimous consent, the bill (S. No. 265) 


_to authorize the payment of bounty to Ann | 
| McCarthy was taken from the Speaker’s table, 
| read a first and second time, and referred to 


the Committee on Military Affairs. 
ISSUE OF CLOTHING. 
By unavimous consent, the bill (S. No. 449) 


| authorizing the issue of clothing to certain 


enlisted men of company B, fourteenth regi- 


ment of infantry, was taken from the Speaker's | 


table, read a first and second time, and 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


LIGUTS IN CRAIGHILL CHANNEL, 
By unanimous consent, the bill (S. No. 413) 


| to appropriate a sum of money for the placing 


of range-lights along the ship-channel in the 
Chesapeake bay and Patapseco river, in the 
State of Maryland, commonly called the Craig- 
hill channel, was taken from the Speaker's 
table, read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


BENJAMIN U, CAMPBELL. 

The SPEAKER, There remain upon the 
Speaker’s table only two bills: the bill which 
the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Sawyer] 
desires shall remain there, and the bill of the 
Senate, No. 352, for the relief of Benjamin U. 
Campbell, marshal of the United States for the 
northern district of Illinois, which the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. Farwe..] desired to 
call up, but objection was made by the gentle- 
man from Michigan, [Mr. Buatr.] Is there 
objection to the reference of that bill to the 
Committee of Claims? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I think, on a state- 
ment of the facts of the case, no gentleman 
would object to the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I shall object uniess it goes 
to the committee. 


| be suspended, and the House re 
| into Committee of the Whole on the state of 





January 30, 


——. 





a 


The bill was then taken from the Speaker’; 


table, read a first and second time, and re 
ferred to the Commiitee of Claims. ; 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SARGENT. I move that all genera] 
debate on the Indian appropriation bill in Com. 
mittee ofthe Whole on the state of the Union 
be closed in five minutes after the committer 
shall proceed to the consideration of the same. 

The motion was agreed to. : 

Mr. SARGENT. I now move that the rules 
solve itself 


the Union for the purpose of considering the 
Indian appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House 
accordingly resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (\; 
Cox in the chair,) and proceeded to the an. 
sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1192) making 
appropriations for the current and contingent 
expenses of the Indian department, ang i. 


_ fulfilling so-called treaty stipulations with yar 











ous Indian tribes, for the year ending June 
30, 1873, and for other purposes. 

Mr. SARGENT. Lask unanimous consey; 
that the first reading of the bill be dispensed 
with. 

No objection was made, and the Clerk pro- 
ceeded to read the bill by clauses for amend- 
ment, 

The following clause was read : 

For vaccine matter and vaccination of Indians 
$5,000 ; 

Mr. WOOD. I see, sir, that this bill is 
going through the committee without any in- 
formation being furnished in regard to it, [ 
desire to ask the gentleman who reports the 
bill from the Committee on Appropriations 


| in what respect it differs from the bill of the 


last Congress? 

Mr. SARGENT. The portion of the bill 
now under consideration, and most of it, does 
not differ at all from the bill of last year, 
Further along there are some appropriations 
for the Apaches in Arizonaand in New Mexico, 
who have been on the war-path for several 
years, and who are now being gathered into 
reservations. They have committed many 
murders and depredations, and we are endeav- 
oring to extend to them the policy which we 
extended to the Sioux of Minnesota; in other 
words, to feed and not fight them. ‘There are 
two bands of Sioux, who have never before 
been brought upon any reservation, now being 
collected at the Assiniboin and Yankton 
agency. ‘hese Indians are disposed to cease 
their savage life, and are willing, if the Gov- 
ernment treats them as it treats the other 
tribes, to remain at peace. These are the 
principal differences in the bill. There may 
be some of minor importance to which | will 
call the attention of the committee as we pro- 
ceed. 

Mr. WOOD. I move to strike out the las! 
word of the clause just read. I regret that ibe 
honorable gentleman from California has not! 
given us some other information which | think 
we require at this time. We know that withiu 
the last two years a material change has been 


| effected in the policy of the Government in 


reference to the Indians; that instead of 
attempting to annihilate them by ball aud can- 
non, recently a persuasive policy has been pu! 
into operation to a very great extent by the 
Government, and so far we have no official 
data upon which to judge of the result of that 
policy. The gentleman from California }s 
exceedingly familiar with this question, aud 
has participated very largely in the discussio. 

in this House, which we have had annually for 
the last three or four years, with reference \o 
the proper treatment of the Indians. I had 
expected from him, therefore, as he is the 
champion and moyer of this measure, some 
explanation whether the policy which has re- 
cently been adopted is successiul, and whether, 
if successful, there is any necessity of keeping 
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a large standing army at an enormous | the Orthodox and the Hicksites, if I may be 


it were at the cannon’s mouth this persua- 
sive policy initiated and inaugurated by this 
Administration. We desire to know whether 
ve are to make war, or whether we are to feed 
‘nstead of fighting the Indians. We want to 
know whether it 18 the intention to endeavor 
to domesticate, civilize, and Christianize these 
barbarians and savages, or whether the old 


policy is to be continued, of their annihilation | 


and obliteration. In my judgment, the time 
has arrived when it is necessary for the policy 
of the Government to be permanently estab- 
lished as to what is the true course to pursue 
in reference to the Indian tribes, and | want 
the gentleman from California to tell us if the 
new policy has been successful, and what is 


now necessary to be done in order to carry out | 


that policy. : , ‘ 

Mr. SARGENT. The policy to which the 
gentleman alludes is not strictly a new one; it 
was not adopted for the first time last year, 
but it was inaugurated in the first year of this 
Administration. Last year I took some pains 
to elaborate the details of this system, and to 
explain as carefully as Il then could the man- 
ner in which it operated, so far as it had been 
tried. The Committee on Appropriations last 
year, and also the House, upon the suggestions 
that we made, extended the policy to other 
tribes. There is a fact that perhaps need not 
be stated upon this floor, or officially to arrest 
the attention of the gentleman, and that is that 
where four or five years ago, and from that 
time back, for a dozen years, nearly every mail 
that came from the West brought us news of 
Indian massacres, as, for instance, that in 
Minnesota; of depredations upon the prop- 
erty of citizens; of wrongs inflicted upon the 
Indians themselves; and frequently along the 
whole Indian border. During the last two or 
three years these accounts have been extremely 
rare; | may say that during the last year, with 
the exception of Arizona, no such occurrences 
have taken place at all, or if there have been 
auy instances, they could be traced to the per- 
sonal hostility of some Indian toward some 
white man, or some act of aggression on the 
part of some white man toward some Indian. 
As a general rule, these aggressions on the 
part of the Indians and on the part of white 
men have ceased. 

lt has been found that the policy of feeding 
the Indians was cheaper than the policy of 
fighting them; that furthermore it was more 
humane; that if we desired to prevent the 
extinction of these Indian tribes by oppres- 
sions at the hands of the American people, or 
by carelessness on the part of the Government, 
it Was necessary to give them homes upon the 
more undesirable lands to which they had 
been driven by the progress of civilization and 
by our tides of population rolling westward, 
where they might be enabled to subsist, that 
they might not be by extremity forced to com- 
mit theft, and consequently to engage in deeds 
which ultimately would lead to murder and 

loodshed. I took some pains to explain this 
matter last year, for it was necessary even then 
to ~ alee it, though this policy was working 
well. 

There is another feature upon which I might 
enlarge if I was willing to take up the time of 
this committee; and that is, that the various 
religious denominations are taking hold of this 
matter with good faith and hearty zeal, and 
are seconding this plan of the Administration 
to civilize the Indian tribes. They not merely 
select and recommend persons upon whom they 
can rely for special agents, but they establish, 


at their own cost and at very considerable | 


expense, schools and churches, and pay their 
Own agents to be about the schools and to 
superintend the business of educating and ciy- 
izing these Indians, to see that the agents of 
the Government and others are not cheating 
them. The Episcopal church is engaged in 
this good work.’ The Society of Friends, both 


| Methodists are engaged in it, as they have been 
| for years; the Baptists are largely engaged in 
it; and I might mention other denominations 

| that are working heartily to carry out this plan 
to a successtul result. There seems to bea 
public sentiment growing up in the West in 
tavor of this policy toward the Indians, because 
it is found to promote the peace of the set- 
tlers. However, it is not necessary to enlarge 
upon that matter. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WOOD. | withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I renew it for the pur- 
pose of making an inquiry. I would like to 
know of the gentleman from California { Mr. 
SARGENT] what amount is appropriated in this 
bill. I see no amount is stated in the bill. 

Mr. SARGENT. 
clerk the amount is not put in the bill; it is, 
in round numbers, $5,500,000. | 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. How does that corre- 


priation bill of last year for this purpose? 

Mr. SARGENT. 
Indian purposes last year was considerably in 
| excess of that; but for the specific purpose of 
| this bill the appropriation last year wasa little 
over four miilion nine hundred and ninety 
thousand dollars. ‘The increase is due to one 
or two items to which | have already referred ; 
for instance, the attempt te briug the Apaches, 


this system, to feed them and induce them to 
stay upon reservations, instead of preying upon 
the whites. The Territory of Arizona for years 
past has been a perfect hell to the white inan. 
We are endeavoring to induce the Apaches to 
remain at peace; aud the prospect is excellent 
that they may, provided we use the means that 
have quelled ‘*red devils’’ elsewhere. 

Mr. ELDRIDGK. The gentleman speaks 
of a ‘perfect hell.’’ It is the first time 1 have 
heard of perfection in that place; but 1 sup- 
pose the gentleman’s information on that sub- 
| ject is perfectly reliable. [{ Laughter. | 

Mr. SARGENT. The gentleman will find 
he will have to get considerable information 
from me on many points; and he is welcome 
to it. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to inquire whether 
the statement of the aggregate amount of the 
appropriations contained in the bill was omit- 
ted intentionally ? 

Mr. SARGENT. 





in the printed bill. 
intended to cover up anything. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. it appears from the 
admission of the gentleman that the amount 
here appropriated is largely in excess of the 
annual appropriation bill for this purpose, as 
passed heretotore. Now, I wish to inquire of 
the gentleman whether his peace policy is in- 
| tended and expected to be more expensive 
than the war policy; in other words, is it 
going to cost more to feed these Indians than 
| ithas heretofore cost to fight them? is there 
| not about as much fighting going on now with 
the Indians as there has been? Have we not 
| about as large an army to keep them in sub- 
jection as we had before we commenced the 
policy of feeding them? I would like to know, 
further, whether the present policy seeks only 
to keep the Indians in order, or whether it 
also seeks to prevent the white men from 
robbing or otherwise maltreating the Indians? 

Mr. SARGENT. I wiil endeavor to answer 
the gentleman’s questions. [or the purpose 
of fighting the Indians very much larger appro- 
priations would be required than those which 
we now propose. Under the war policy vol- 
unteers have frequentiy been required to be 
called out from the States and Territories, 
involving an enormous expense. 
\| smaller than it has been at any time during 





By an oversight of the | 
|| similar bill. 
'| which has been inaugurated by the Adminis- 


spond with the amount of the annual appro- || 


The appropriation for || 


who heretofore have been implacable, under | 


It was accidentally omit- || 
ted by the clerk, and was not discovered by | 
me until too late to have the omission rectified || 
The omission was not | 


The Army is | 
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e 
t ; | the last ten years, as | suppose the gentleman 
expense to the Government, thus holding as | allowed to refer to those distincfions. are also | 


carrying on the work of this reform. The | 


must be well aware. There has not been as 
much fighting going on during the last year 
and under the present system as there has 
been heretofore. In fact, there has been no 
fighting, unless the operations of Stoneman 
and Crook in Arizona may be considered of 
that character, some Indians there having 
been chased up. The peace system is far less 
expensive than the war policy. This bill pro- 
poses to appropriate about five and a half mil- 
lion dollars. U nder a war policy the expense 
would be somewhere between forty and sixty 
millions; and it is very doubtful whether it 
could be brought within that limit. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CONNER. I renew the amendment. 
[ simply wish to call the attention of the 
House to a fact which I referred to in the dis- 
cussion last year during the pendency of a 
This so-called ‘peace policy’’ 


| tration and forced upon the country is not 
a peace policy in fact. It is a policy which 
enables and invites the Indian tribes quartered 
upon the reservations adjacent to my district, 
the district of one of my colleagues, and many 
other districts, all along the frontier, from the 
|| lakes to the Rio Grande, to raid upon our set- 
| tlements, pillage our plantations, drive off our 
horses, murder our men, and carry away our 
women and children into captivity. Within 
seventy-five miles of the town where I reside 

| we bave almost every month a visitation of 
| these hostile Indians from Fort Sill, where 
|| there is a regiment of United States troops 
| quartered, for what purpose I cannot tell, un- 
| less it is to see that the Indians on that reser- 
'| vation draw their supplies with promptness and 
regularity. We send our citizens over there, 
and they identify the stolen property accord- 
ing to all the rules of evidence. Our horses are 

| found there in charge of the Indians, who have 
stolen them. We identify them; but in steps 

| one of your broad- brimmed commissioners and 
| requires us to ransom or buy our own property. 
Since this policy was inaugurated a number 

of little children and women have been cap- 
tured by the Indians and carried to that reser 

|| vation. ‘Their friends and relations followed 
_ them of course, and when the Indians brought 
| them into military or Indian headquarters 
|| what do you suppose occurred? There on the 
flagstaff floated the banner of the Republic; 
| there were your regular troops, properly offi 
cered, prepared, ready, and anxious to vindi 
cate the power and honor of their Government ; 
there, too, were the captive mother and chi! 
dren, and there also were the friends ready to 
| carry them back, not to their former home, 
because that had been burned, destroyed, and 
pillaged by the Indians who had: captured 
them, but to the white settlements, where they 
would not be subjected to those horrible and 
revolting atrocities which I will not mention, 
Now, sir, there is an actual picture now 
drawn from imagination. But it does not stop 
there. ‘There is yet another scene in this 
bloody peace drama, It is this: the friends 
and relations are compelled to ransom, the 
captives—one hundred or two hundred doi- 
lars for a child. ‘The Indian goes unpun 
ished, receives a reward for his services, in the 
shape of new and fresh supplies, stradd es ». 


| 


stolen horse, and returns to Texas to reéuact 


his bloody but peaceful war-dance. I say the 
Indian is rewarded for these atrocities by this 
policy, and speaks in great praise of the ‘big 
chief at Washington,’’ whom he regards as his 
friend for protecting him in his schemes otf 
theft and murder. As a consequence the In 
dians have of late directed their energies and 
tarned their efforts in the direction of stealing 
children instead of horses, because a child will 
command $100 when a horse will only com 
mand twenty-five dollars. 

By this morning’s mail I received a letter 
|| from one of my old frontier constituents, and 
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in its homely way bears upon its face the im- 
press of trath. 
to be read, for it tells its own story. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Pitot Point, Texas, Janvary 2, 1872. 

Sin: I thought I would drop you a line to let yeu 
know how things are going om bere. Between Chriat- 
mas and New Year the Indians came in, killing two 
men near Fort Richardson. ey then came on down 
the country within ten or twelve miles of this place, 
and drove outa very large drove of horses. The citi- 
zens followed as soon aa they could collect, but night 
overtook them before they overtook the thieves, and 
eo the thiag wasup. This is the kind of protection 
twelve companies of soldiers at Fort Richardson, at 
a cost of $1,400 per man, give us. If Congress would 
xive Texas half of the amount paid to the Army, we 
would protect ourselves. 

A month age they came in, and ran over Colonel 
McKinzey and his command, and took all their 
horses, wounding the colonel and several of his 
men. Query: has he reported? Where has been 
searcely a full moon the jast five years that the 
Indians have not been in, apd the loss of thousands 
of horses, and the lives of hundreds of our citizens 
has been the consequenee, and consequently the finest 
portion of our State ig still a howling wilderness. 

Will we never be protected from such hardships 


and outrages? 
Respeetfully, yours, X&c.. J.C. WELBORN. 


Hon. J. C. Conner. 

Mr. CONNER. That is one of a thousand 
letters I bave received in the last year on the 
same subject. The gentleman who wrote that 
letter is aresponsible stock-raiser, farmer, and 
business man generally, on that frontier. 
town of Pilot Point, where the leuter is dated, 
and where the writer resides, is within ten 
miles of where these Indians raided, and is 
one hundred and fifty miles beyond what is 
a known asthe frontier; that is to say, 
1e resides in the settlements, the frontier 
proper being one hundred or one hundred and 
fifty miles beyond. It is but twenty-five miles 
from the town where I reside. In that county 


itself is an incorporated village of twelve hun- 
dred population. And when the gentleman 
states the droves of horses run off by these 
Indians amounted to millions of dollars, I be- 
lieve he does not exaggerate in his statement 
of the facts. 

Mr. Chairman, it was not so bad before the 
President inaugurated his peace policy. In 
1867, whensimilar outrages took place on that 
frontier, General Sheridan, who commanded 
the troops on the border, followed these In- 
dians to the Upper Canadian, and there he 
treated them to the only medicine which has 


result of giving peace to our frontiers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time 
has expired. 

Mr. BECK took the floor. 

Mr. CONNER. 1 simply wish to say one 
word in addition. 

Mr. BECK. I will yield to the gentleman 
a part of my time. 

Mr. CONNER. I thank my friend from 
Kentucky. I wish to make merely this addi- 
tional statement: that I have already in the 


calling for a committee to examine into these 
Indian depredations down there, and report 
the amount of property stolen from citizens 
of Texas. We have felt, and do feel, that while 
we bow with respeet to the flag of the country, 
obey the laws and pay the taxes which go 
to support this Government, it is our right to 
demand at the bands ef Congress that protec- 





tion which it is the duty of every Government 
to extend to its people who are the subjects | 


of outrages of this kind. 

Mr. McCORMICK. I wish to ask the gen- 
tleman a question in reference to one particu- 
lar point. It has been stated more than once 
that white men on the frontier have been in the 
habit of disguising themselves in the Indian 
— and committing these depredations on the 
r 


ontier which are charged to the Indians. Is | 


the gentleman from Texas aware of any such 
depredations being committed by white men 
dressed as Indians on the Indian frontier? 
Mr. CONNER. If that be true, they belong 
to the followers of the peace commissioners. 


_in regard to the peace commission. 


The | 


there are fifteen thousand people, and the town | 


| on the reservations. 


} 
| 
} 


| 


|| destroy them all. 
| would be glad of the chance. 
| however, has never been given to people to 
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Mr. SARGENT. I doubt if that is suscep- 
[ send it to the Olerk’s desk | tible of proof. 
Mr. CONNER. The proof is this: that we | 
|| to understand that this 
| bill has nothing to do with the tens of tho 
| sands that have been squandered on contra . 





never heard of these complaints uutil the peace 
commissioners came down there, and that to 
my mind is conclusive evidence. These dep- 
redations are all committed by the Indians 
themselves. 
Mr. BECK. I merely desire to say a word 


pened to be on the Committee on Appropria- 


tions last Congress, and, in connection with | 


the gentleman from California, took as much 
| interest in the matter of Indian affairs as any 


prepared to say to the House and the country 


| have done, or which could be expected of it, 


| perhaps, yet over the country generally it has | 


proved to be the means of great good to our 
people. They have brought now into peace- 
ful submission to the laws of this country over 
| seventy-five thousand Indians who were roam- 
‘ing wild when they undertook the manage- 
| ment of this bnsiness. 
no authority to rove over the borders of Texas 
| and to punish every wild Indien or every band 
of wild Indians that may commit depredations, 
as doubtless they do, they are doing their best 
| to civilize’them, and they are succeeding, if 
| not in that particular locality, certainly in very 
many other localities ; and the complaint of the 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. Conner] seems to 
| me to apply more especially to the inefficiency 
of the soldiery stationed there than it does 
to anything that the peace commissioners are 
doing. 
Mr. CONNER. 
to me for a remark ? 


Mr. BECK. Certainly. 


Mr. CONNER. Under the regulations of |) 


this peace commission the troops are not | 


authorized or empowered to follow the Indians 


If an act of Congress will authorize the sol- 
_diery, or the citizens of Texas with arms in 


| their hands, to follow these Indians and claim 
| their property wherever found, on the mount- 
ever proved salutary or accomplished the | 


ains or reservations, we will protect ourselves 


_ and never more come here with any complaint. 
I do not want to enter into a | 
controversy with the gentleman from Texas || 


Mr. BECK. 


{[Mr. Conner] on this policy. The people he 
speaks of, no doubt, if allowed to follow the 


‘| Indians into these reservations, would soon | 
They and many other whites | 


Permission, 


follow the Indians, with arms, into their res- 


|| ervations. 
last Congress introduced a resolution here | 


But I did not get upto speak on that point. 
The Indians in that section of the country have 
been troublesome for years and years, and this 
has been going on, not during the last year 
merely, but during the last twenty years. In 


| 1867, 4 think it was, the chairman of the Com- 


mittee on Appropriations told us that it cost 
$30,000,000 to fight the Indians in that year, 
and I suppose the fact was stated after a care- 
ful examination of the whole subject. But I 
only desire to say with reference to the peace 


_ commissioners that these men who, the gen- 
tleman from California (Mr. Sargent] has 


stated, have been earnestly and zealously 
endeavoring to civilize these Indians, are suc- 
ceeding, and by the supervision we have given 
them over the management of the Indians are 
saving to-day to the Government millions of 
dollars. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman 
allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. BECK. Certainly. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to ask the gentle- 
man why it is that this annual appropriation 


| are 


i hap- || 


that the peace commission, while it may have | 
failed in some localities to do all it ought to || 


And while they have | 


Will the gentleman yield | 


Now they come into | 
Texas and they perpetrate these depredations ; | 
they cross the Rio Grande and arrive on what | 
‘| is known as the Indian reservation. 
_ low them to the river, but cannot cross over. | 


We fol- | 
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bill is larger than that for last year if milli 
ing saved? . 
Mr. BECK. The gentleman does not seem 
Indian &ppropriation 


of all sorts by Indian agents everywhere.» 


| the gentleman now sitting by his side (Mr 


Cavanagh, formerly Delegate from Mont 
can inform him. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. That gentleman j). 
informed me exactly the opposite of that. _ 
Mr. BECK. ‘Then he has changed from ths 


ana) 


| position he took when he was a member of 
| other member of that eommittee; and I feel || 


this House. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. He had references to 
some of the appropriations made here for Jy. 
dians, where he says there is not a settlement 
or a foot of land cultivated. 

Mr. BECK. Iam not speaking of details 


| of particular appropriations ; when these come 
/up, perhaps the gentleman from California 
| [Mr. Sarcent] can answer that statement, 
‘| and no doubt will. 


I believe that in Arizonaand elsewhere larger 
appropriations are now required because of 
efforts made to get the Indians on reservatious, 


'and if the report of Mr. Vincent Collyer, 


which was laid on the table the other day, 


|| speaks the truth, they are partially succeeding, 
|| They have had great difficulty, immense difh- 
| culty, as you will always have, in civilizing 
| hundreds of thousands of wild Indians; but 
|| the Sioux ofthe upper Mississippi and Mis. 
| souri, and all the Indians of the Northwest, 
|| are now being put on reservations, and the 
_ saving tothe Government of millions of dollars 
| by this policy is, beyond all question, true. 


And I desire to say heretbat while there are 


| a great many things which the President has 


done in which I differ with him very much, in 
nothing which he has done do I agree more 
cordially than in the support he has given to 


| these commissioners, and in his act in remoy- 


ing a man from the head of the Indian de- 
artment who was unfit and putting General 
Valker at the head of that service, who, | 
think, is one of the best officers in the coun- 
try. I think if the President is sustained in 
his policy, and it is carried out, we shall have 
an improvement in the management of the 
Indians far exceeding anything we have ever 
had in this country on that subject under any 
Administration. 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. I should like to move 
an amendment to this bill, to the effect that a 


| quantity of arms, say $1,000,000 worth or so, 


should be given to these Indians. I have read 
this bill with some little care. as much of it as 


on my desk but five minutes, and my attention 
has not been entirely devoted to it, as | was 


|| interrupted occasionally; but so far as 1 have 


gone I must say that lam not at all satistied 
or content with the bill as presented. It is 
contrary to the previous practice of the Gov- 
ernment. It is contrary to what has been 
thoroughly well-established usage for mauy 
years in this Government. [tis an innovation 


| which we should not allow, and which I hope 
| will not be permitted. 


Ihave got no further 
in my investigations than to the paragraph re!a- 
tive to the Apaches, Kiowas, and Comanches. 
I find in glancing through the bill the names 
of many other Indian tribes that I never before 
heard of, but I bave enough in these particu 
ular items to oceupy all the time ablowed me 
under the rule. 

I observe here an appropriation of $26,000 
‘for the purchase of clothing as provided in 
the same treaties."” Now, Mr. Chairman, | 
am dissatisfied with that. It is not specitc 
enough. It does not say what kind of clothing 
is to be given to these Indians. For instance, 
are the squawsto have dresses, and if so, silk 
dresses? Are the men to be dressed up in 
broadcloth? Are they to have hats such as 
we wear? Is this really a ‘civilizing com- 
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° a | 
or is it a humbugging commission, | 


| 


missiONy 
means 


tbat ° . 
pum belts around their waist, contrary | 


wall} 
ished usage of the Government? 
"Here, too, is an item ‘‘for pay of carpenter, 


‘emer, blacksmith, miller, and engineer, || years past that this policy has led toa great 
many abuses, and although we were not able 
to break up this system, so far as it relates to 


2,900.’ I think a blacksmith may be neces- || 
“ry, [donot know but what these Indians do } 
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i] 
that certain annuities in money should be || I propose to move the following ag an addi- 


to put them off with a lot of || paid; that certain agricultural implements || tional seetion : 
should be given them; that seeds should be | 
.) all decency and contrary to the old estab- || provided them, and that elothing should be | 
“ || distributed to them. 


| And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Interior is hereby authorized and required to 
prepare and submit to Congress a plan for equitably 
extinguishing as far as Se the separate claims 
upon the Government of the United States for annu- 
ities and allowances of diminishing Indian tribes, 
_ and also for providing on a uniform basis for all 
|! Indians who are collected at the same agency. 


The House has thonght for a number of 


: : . ; ; ; 
.poe their mustangs. 1 am not sure about that; || the treaties which have already been made, | Mr. ELDRIDGE. I wish to inquire whether 


gentleman from Texas (Mr. Conner] can || 


the : : 
doubtless enlighten us on that point. 


| 


shoes, in chasing our people from place to 
niace, When these Indians go out upon their 
midnight raids, certainly their mustangs ought || 
+9 be in the best possible condition in order }; 
to carry them safely back from these raids to | 
their mountain fastnesses. [Laughter.] But | 
what is the use of a miller?) What on earth 

have they to grind? Who ever heard of an || 


Apache Indian raising anything ou the face } 
of the earth which ean be turned to any such 
use? E 

Now, I speak with the utmost earnestness || 
in this matter. 1 know the value of an Indi- | 
an’s life. 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


best quality. I know that we have sought to 
breech-loaders, and all the best guns which | 
we have invented, in order that we might have | 
the satisfaction of having a good square fight | 
with them. ‘True, the Indians have disap- | 
pointed us very often, and very disgustingly. | 
‘They do not always stand to fight. ‘Lhey will | 
get behind rocks, and they will make raids at | 
night, and they run away sometimes when we | 
are after them; but I still think itremains our | 
duty to give them the best implements in our 
power, in order that we may have the satisfac- | 
tion, if we do conquer them, of doing it in a 
fair and open field. 
But here is a worse clause even than that: 


For first of three installments for purchase of | 
seed and agriculturalLimplements for such Indians 
as a continue to farm, (say one hundred souls,) | 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I insist that there is | 
something wrong here. I have devoted some 
attention to farming ; I even wrote a book on 
the subject, and it 1s my experience, founded 
upon several years of most careful and severe | 
investigation of the subject, that ‘‘souls’’ do | 
not farm. [Laughter.] I never knew a soul | 
to farm. I do not believe even an act of Con- | 
gress can make a soul farm ; and then, why | 
should we give those souls $2,500 worth of | 
seeds? Why, that would supply seeds to ten | 
thousand souls. I do not believe all the seeds 
from the Agricultural Department—and I have 
been very liberal in supplying all my constitu- 
ents with abundance—cost $2,500. But these 
souls, if they do farm, are certainly a very | 
expensive sort of farmers, and the first duty | 
to them, it seems to me, is to teach them to 
farm a little better. 

Mr. POLTER. How many acres of seed | 
are planted in your district ? 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. [ do not 
many acres a soul takes to farm. 

Mr. WOOD. My colleague [Mr. Porrer] 
wanted to know how many acres were planted | 
in your district. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. 
more than enough.”’ 








know how 


I think ‘‘five acres 
{ Laughter. ] 

(Here the hammer fell. ] 
_Mr.SARGENT. The gentleman from New | 
York {Mr. Roosrvett] is very amusing, but 
the matters to which he objects are not pecu- 
liar to this bill, as he supposes, but are simply 
those which have been in practice from about 
1790. From that year down to nearly the 


present time the Government of the United | 


States has made treaties with different tribes 
of Indians, treating them as independent 


| 


|| (Mr. Dawes, ] then chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations, we sueeeeded in pro- 
|| viding by general statute that there should 
be no more treaties made with Indian tribes; ‘ 
that they should be treated with only by means || the gentleman the number in a moment. 
of legislation, that contracts only, to be ap- 


| know how sacred it has always || 
been with us, and how careful we have always || in Indian affairs, or where more Indians are || 
been to supply them with all arms of the very || brought within the control of the Government, 
|| and induced to remain peacefully upon reser- 
give them Remington rifles and improved i| vations, there are none of these provisions || 








nations, In those treaties we have provided 


Congress has insisted that no further treaties || , ’ 
But, || ought to be made with Indian tribes, involving || of the committee, knows anything about the 
certainly, if they do, we should pay for it. || some of the absurdities to which the gentleman 

heir horses must use up their feet, if not their || from New York [Mr. Roosrvxtt] has alluded, 

and some of which he exaggerates. 
quently, in the last Congress, after a contest 
running through four sessions, commeneed at 


the gentleman from California, as chairman 


number of these Indians? 

Mr. SARGENT. Certainly. To what tribe 
does the gentleman refer? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, Well, I would ask whether 
the Crows, for instance, are as numerous as 
represented in the bill. 

Mr. SARGENT. What is the number stated? 
There are two bands of Crows. The moun- 
tain Crows ia Montana number twenty-seven 
hundred. As to the river Crows, I will give 


Conse- 


first by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I find on the twenty- 
proved by Congress, should be recognized as second page of the bill the following among 
the method of dealing with Indian tribes. || the appropriations for the Crows: 


Consequently, you will find in this bill, with ref- || For foarth of thirty installments, tg supply male 
coke! : s . . | persons, six hundred in number, over fourteen years 
erence to all new emergencies that arise || }p age, with a suit of good substantial woolen cloth- 
ing, consisting of coat, hat, pantaloons, flannel shirt, 
|| aid woolen socks, as per ninth article treaty of May 
| te 1868, $8,400. 
| Now, I would like to know what a wild 
that clothing or anything of the kind should || Indian can do with all these things, and also 
be distributed to them. ‘There is sim ply a 1] whether the gentleman knows that there is 
provision that, for the purpose of ministering || any such number as this clause provides for. 
to their wants, a certain amount of money || Ihe next clause reads as follows: 
shall be expended in the discretion of the || _ For fourth of thirty installments, to supply each 
Secretary of the Interior. ‘The necessity for || female,seven hundred in number, over twelve years 


a a ; || of age, with a flannel shirt, or the goods necessary to 
that I do not think it worth while to argue. make the same, a pair of woolen hose, twelve yards 


The appropriation for clothing, te which || of calico, and twelve yards of cotton domestic, as per 
the gentleman from New York { Mr. Roose- || me article, $3,400. 
VELT] refers, is in accordanee with treaties || Does the treaty require that these articles 
made in 1867. One of the last treaties made || shall be furnished for this number of Indians 
with the Indians under the authority of the || whether they are there or not? 

Government, made under Andrew Johnson, || Mr. SARGENT. It does exactly that. 
President of the United States of America, || Mr. ELDRIDGE. Then, in allthe cases 
provides for distributing each year as follows: || specified in this bill, whether the number of 

“Por each male person Over fourteen yearsof age, || eens named be there or not, articles have 
a suit of good substantial woolen clothing, consist- || to be supplied for that number. 
ing ofcoat, pantaloons, flannelshirt, hat,andapair|| Mr SARGENT. That i just what the trea- 
of home-made woolen socks; for each female over || le in anes Od the deeie- wie 


twelve years of age, a flannel skirt, or the goods || Hes provide. b ¢ 
necessary to make it, a pair of woolen hose, and || treaty system which I have pointed out; and 


twelve yards of calico, and twelve yards of ‘do- | we have suceeeded in proeuring legislation to 
ee | prevent the making of any more such treaties. 

Of course that excludes silk, or any article} Mr. ELDRIDGE. ‘hen I find also thia 
of ordinary refinement. I did doubt the pro- || jtem: ‘‘fer pay of # physician, $1,400."’ 
priety, and so insisted in the House, during | Mr. SARGENT. ‘That is the amount fixed 
several sessions, of making these speeific ap- || by the treaty. 
propriations of articles to be delivered under Mr. ELDRIDGE. It must be a splendid 
treaties with Indian tribes, and I exposed that. | physician to whom such asalary ispaid. This 
as one of the abuses under treaties, because || settlement, as 1 understand, is two hundred 
the Indians themselves, if they are wild and |, and fifty miles from any white habitation. 
roaming, do not appreciate many of these |} Mr. SARGENT. That may be; but it is 
articles, and Sennen _—— of an | the provision of the treaty that this appropria- 
I have been informed by the Commissioner of || tion shall be made, and there is a man there 
Indian Affairs that these specific articles are | filling the position. ‘I presume he is a good 
not given to them, but, withthe consent of the || man, 
Indians, something more usefulto them, such |; The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
as blankets, or articles of food, are given to || amendment offered by the gentleman from 
them in exchange for these articles. But that || California, [Mr. Sancenr. } 
whole system is now broken up. Mr. SARGENT. LI withdraw it. 

So far as the gentleman refers to this bill, | Mr. NIBLACK. Irenewit. Mr. Chairman, 
I will say that we are bound by treaties which | some eomplaint has been made to me pri- 
Congress has recognized at the present time. | vately that the minority of the Committee on 
The committee was tied up by the articles in | Appropriations have not adopted some policy 
those treaties. We were unable to strike out | whieh would provoke more discussion upou 
those items in reference to clothing, or those || this bill than hae yet been had. I think it 
articles in reference to agricultural imple- | would have been better, perhaps, as a matter 
ments, &c., because Congress has expressly || of poliey, if the gentleman having charge of 
declared, by treaties ratified in solemn form || the bill had not, in view of the sentiment of 
by the Senate of the United States, that they | the House, asked to limit general debate to 
would give these specific ees for a out five minutes, ean however, epen the 
time. Now, I propose to offer as an amend- | assumption that the House was generally in 
ment to this bill manne section, to which I - panenanes of ee emeeeten quae in 
trust no gentleman will object. It is designed | his speech upon the Indian bill, delivered a 
to get rid of the mischiefs ceonoaia with these || year ago during a former Congress. But, Mr. 
diminishing Indian tribes. One tribe which I || Chairman, there are now here comparatively 
have in my notes numbers only sixteen, though | few whe were here then and gave attention to 
formerly it numbered about sixteen hundred. || what the gentleman said upon that occasion, 
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I think. therefore, it would have been better 
for him to have prefaced the consideration of 
this bill by a repetition, to some extent, of the 
remarks which he made a year ago when we 
had under consideration the Indian appro- 
yriation bill. 

Bat, for the information of my friends around 
me who seem to expect something from us of 
the minority in regard to this measure, | will 
repeat what the gentleman from California has 
already said in substance, that this bill, with 
perhaps some very slight exceptions, only-car- 
ries out existing laws and treaties. Where 
we have gone beyond what was required by 
treaties and existing laws it has been on the 
urgent recommendation of the Secretary of 
the Interior, or of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, whose communications were made to 
this House. If there be any fault on this bill 
it is not the fault of the Committee on Appro- 
riations, but the treaties under which we have 
Gen compelled to appropriate money, and the 
laws heretofore enacted by Congress. If we 
attempt to carry them out at all in spirit we 
should not do much less, certainly, than we 
have done in reporting this bill. 

I know, Mr. Chairman, the whole Indian 


system is vulnerable from any point you see | 


proper to attack it; but we cannot in honor 
and conscience get rid of it without at the 
same time substituting something else instead 
of it. It is not the province of the Commit- 


tee on Appropriations to attempt to influence | 


legislation on that question. That belongs to 
another committee of this House, the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, to the House gen- 
erally, and to both Houses of Congress, and 
embraces no part of the duty of the committee 
which has reported this bill. The amount we 
are compelled to appropriate is very large, I 
concede, considering the number of Indians 
now actually remaining as acharge on the Gov- 
ernment; but under the treaties, as has been 
remarked by the gentleman from California, 
| Mr. Sarcent, } certain things are required to 
be done with certain Indian tribes, without 
referenze to the number of each tribe, and 
though in many cases they have diminished 
since the treaty has been made, it being a 
treaty with the tribe, we have to perform the 
stipulations with the remnant of the tribe 
remaining, just as on the day when the treaty 
was signed, and when the tribe was more 
numerous. 
to get rid of in some way, yet which we are 
unable to get rid of until these treaties be 
swept away and something else provided in 
their plac 2. 


I hope, Mr. Chairman, my time will be | 


extended for a few moments in view of my 
position on the committee, and as I do not 


wish to trouble the committee at another time. | 


The CHAIRMAN, 
there be no objection. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. NIBLACK. Mr? Chairman, the policy 
of this Government is not wholly a peace or 
a war policy. It is one which I realize as 
much as any member of the House, and I hope, 
sir, after a few years’ more experience on this 
question, it will result in more definite, more 
uniform, more humane, and, at the same time, 
a more successtul policy, if we are ever to 
have it in reference to the Indian tribes. 
One policy of the Government, or rather one 
branch of this policy, is one in which I heartily 
concur, aud, inasmuch as what the Govern- 
ment is doing looks in that direction, I am 


That will be done if | 


disposed to look at the policy as much more | 
jair than before, and that 1s through the instru- | 


mentality of these peace commissioners to 
localize these Indian tribes and settle them on 
reservations. Whenever that is once accom- 
plished with any Indian tribe,so far as our 
experience has gone, we never have any great 
trouble with them afterward. They either 
diminish in number, and are thus practically 
exterminated, or else they are so absorbed by 


‘That is one of the abuses we ought | 


| has made on this Indian bill. 
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of civilization and immigration that we have | 


no trouble with them like we have with those 
roving bands of Indians. 
Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Obio. I desire to say, 
under cover of this forma] amendment, that | 
concur with all my colleague on the committee 
has just said in regard to the work done on this 
bill. Gentlemen who have not gone into the 
details of this subject can hardly appreciate 


the vast and complicate mass of matter that | 


the last eighty years of Indian relations have 
left usasalegacy. We have had treaties in all 
forms and obligations of almost every descrip- 
tion imposed by these treaties. We have debts, 
funded and unfunded, in all conceivable forms ; 
situations of peace, and situations of war; 
Indians, half-civilized, aspiring to education 
and Christianity; and, on the other hand, 
Indians, wild and red with war and barbarism. 
I congratulate the House and the country, and 
more particularly the Committee on Appro- 


priations, that we have among us a man who | 


knows so thoroughly the past and present of 
our Indian affairs as the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia, (Mr. SanGent, | who has charge of this 
bill. He has prepared it, as | know, with 
great ability and faithfulness. He has led the 
committee during the investigation, pointing 
out at every step the changes recommended, 
cutting down mercilessly, whenever, in his 
judgment, it could be properly done, appro- 
priating generously oak boldly wherever in 
his judgment that appropriation would better 


our relations with the Indians and make the | 


passage of that sad race down to the oblivion 
to which a large portion of them seem to be so 
certainly tending, as gentle and as merciful as 


possible, and to aid in the elevation of that por- | 


tion of them which are willing to be civilized. 

Mr. NIBLACK. Will the gentleman yield 
to me for a remark? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Certainly. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I wish to say that the pre- 
vious Committee on Appropriations were also 
greatly indebted to the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia (Mr. Sarcent] for his labors, and the 
fidelity with which he entered into this ques- 
tion of the management of our Indian affairs ; 
and that they were likewise greatly aided by 
the coUperation and assistance of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, [ Mr. Beck, }] who is now 
no longer a member of that committee. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Iwould do injus- ° 


tice to my own feelings if | did not express 
my thanks to the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Beck] for the magnanimous remarks he 
Rising above 
any partisan feeling, and appreciating as he 
does the difficulty of the subject, he has stated 
what the House has heard in regard to our 
Indian policy. | would consider it unmanly on 
my part in this discussion to make any parti- 
san use of the Indian policy of the present 
Administration as against the Indian policies 
of former times. It would be a disgrace tous 
if we did not learn something from the expe- 
rience of past years. I rejoice that the coun- 
try is learning, and I think all parties are see- 
ing that the policy which has recently been 
adopted on the subject of Indian affairs is the 
wisest, and in the long run will be the cheap- 
est one. 

We have many treaties that willsoon expire ; 
and | am glad to see that Congress has come 
to the conclusion that we will make no more 
treaties with the Indians. It may have been 
a wise course in former times to make treaties 
with great tribes, which numbered hundreds 
of thousands of warriors; but it would be absurd 
now to make treaties with a tribe of Indians 
inhabiting but a few wigwams. It would be 
absurd for the Government of the United States 
to sit down as one nation and treat with a few 
wild Indians as another. ‘These Indians are 
now the wards of the nation. Iam surprised 
at what the gentleman from California has stated 
as to the present number of the Indians. From 


| 





' 





the surrounding population and the progress || all I can ascertain, there are probably less than | 


| one congressional district. 


_the facts require. Year by year I ho; 


| lation and by and by this kind of apy 


| 
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one hundred and fifty thousend indians now 


| existing within the entire range of the territorie 


of the United States. 
Mr. SARGENT. Outside of Alaska. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Outside f 
Alaska, being a smaller number than that i 
the population which many of us represent j, 
But this great and singular legacy of 
and of obligation has been handed down | 
from the past, and we must treat the ca 


duty 
0 ls 
Se as 


3 re : @ these 
appropriations will decrease. Year by yea; 
the Indian will pass out of the purview of lege. 
tion a Opti 
ation will be known only among the aNliquities 
of our legislative history. And, sir, it is no} 
improbable that the race of red men for whom 
this legislation is asked will, before many gen- 
erations, be remembered only as a Strange, 


| weird, dream-like specter, which had once 


passed before the eyes of men, but had do. 
parted forever. However that may be, wise 
statesmanship and Christianity alike demand 
that the present humane policy toward the 
Indians be vigorously supported. I hope the 
House will support this bill, following the lead 
of the gentleman from California, | Mr. Sar. 
GENT, ] in whose knowledge of the subject, and 
in whose desire to do what is wise and just, 
we have every reason to place the fullest con. 
fidence. 

Mr. SHANKS. I wish to say, speaking on 
behalf of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
that in view of the fact that so many treaties 
have been made with these tribes—treaties 
which have been partly carried out—it has 
become absolutely necessary that there should 
be some general law under which the affairs 
of these tribes can be conducted, and the 
whole system placed in the hands and under 
the care of the Government, so that we may 
get rid of the multiplicity of difficulties which 
year after year have surrounded this ques- 
tion. The Committee on Indian Affairs wil! 
faithfully consider that subject, and try to 
bring before the House some plan, before 
the expiration of this Congress, by which the 
Government may take hold of the question 
and act wisely and justly by the Indians. 

The amendment was withdrawn. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Apaches: 

For this amount, to subsist and properly care for 

the Apache Indians in Arizona and New Mexico, 


who have been or may be collected on reservations 
in New Mexico and Arizona, $250,000. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee informally rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the Chair, a message 
was received from the Senate by Mr. Sympsoy, 
one of its clerks, informing the House that the 
Senate had passed, without amendment, a bill 
eo R. No. 1186) in relation to the embassy 

rom Japan. 

The message also informed the House that 
the Senate had passed the bill (H. R. No. 
625) making appropriations to supply a def- 
ciency in the appropriations for salaries and 
contingent expenses of the Post Office Depart- 
ment for the current fiscal year, and the bill 
(H. R. No. 383) to authorize the construction 
of a bridge across the Missouri river at or near 
St. Joseph, Missouri, severally with amend: 
ments, in which he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House. 

The message further announced that the 
Senate had passed bills of the following titles, 
in which he was directed to ask the concurrence 
of the House: 

A bill (S. No. 392) to set apart a certain tract 
of land lying near the headwaters of Yellow: 
stone river as a public park; and ; 

A bill (S. No. 423) for the relief of Julia 
A. Smith. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union then resumed its session. 
Mr. McCORMICK, of Arizona. I move t0 
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amend the clause last read by adding thereto 


the following: 


provided, That this appropriation shall be ex- 
sanded only in behaif of those Indians who go and 
Pmain upon said reservations and refrain from 
emat: 


hostility. 

[hat amendment is in the precise language 
of an amendment which I offered to the Indian 
appropriation bill last year, which was adopted 
by the House, and also by the Senate, and 
incorporated in the law. I offer it because we 
have suffered severely on the frontier from 
depredations committed by Indians who have 
been living On reservations _and have gone 
directly from their reservations to commit 
depredations and murders, and they have re- 
turned in many cases to the reservations. I 
believe it is proven beyond all question that 
the Indians in Arizona who murdered young 
Mr. Loring, of Boston, a promising young 
author, were Indians who had been living 
on a military reservation, and started directly 
from the reservation to attack the stage-coach 
‘y which he was a passenger. ‘They not only 
killed him, but nearly all the other passengers 
in the stage, and withina few days after they 
had committed this outrage they returned to 
the military reservation. 

Now, | owe it to my people to say right here 
that the stories set afloat during the past year, 
and which seem to have been believed by many 
people in the United States, that the people 
of Arizona are opposed to, or have at any time 
been opposed to, a fair and honest effort to get 
the Apache Indians on reservations is simply 
untrue. What my people have objected to is 
the fact that year after year these Indians, more 
or less, have been harbored upon military res- 
ervations, have been allowed to go and come 
at will, and have constantly committed the 
most outrageous depredations throughout the 
length and breadth of the Territory, making 
it, as my honorable friend from California has 
justly said, ‘a very hell on earth.’’ We do 


not object to the reservation system and to || 


the extension of the peace policy to that coun- 
try, and | am glad to see such liberal appro- 
priations put in this bill. It seems to me to 
be the best Indian appropriation bill that we 
have had, and the reason why there are more 
items in it and greater expenditures must be 
very clear to gentlemen who reflect on the fact 
that there is here one item alone of $250,000 
to try the experiment of feeding the Apaches 
in Arizona, who have expressed a willingness, 
some of them, although not as many as has 
been stated here, to come upon the reserva- 
tions. Let the reservation system be thor- 
oughly and completely tried. 

I have not the faith that some gentlemen 
here seem to have, that these wild Indians, 
who have been at war for centuries, are at 
once going to move upon reservations and 
consent to submit to the laws of the land and 
become honest and peaceable Indians. I be- 
lieve we are yet to have trouble with them, 
and must keepa standing army on the frontier 
tocontrolthem. But as the expenditure for 
feeding the Indians will increase, if these ex- 
periments are successful, so will the cost of 
the army decrease for the defense of the fron- 
tier, and we will save in a greater proportion. 

1 believe the peace policy of the President, 
so called, whether his policy or not, is upon 
the whole a good one. I took occasion last 
Winter upon the floor of this House to say 
that it was a good policy and was productive 
of good results, that it was giving us agents 
of greater honesty and of better devotion to 
business. But gentlemen must remember, as 
I have already said, that we have different 
kinds of Indians to deal with. With some of 
these wild tribes on the frontiers of Arizona, 
New Mexico, and Texas a peace policy is 
purely experimental. Let that experiment be 
thoroughly and completely tried, and do not 
let it be tried with gross and constant misrep- 
resentation of the people of the frontier. If 
this peace commission has failed in any one 
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| treated as hostile Indians. 


respect, it has been in sending agents to the | 


| frontiers whose prejudices are all in favor of | 
the Indians and against the white people there. 


| 


It is hard upon men, who have suffered for 
years and years by the loss of their property, 
the destruction of their homes, the murder of | 
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their wives and children, to have a man come |! 


there who has never been in an Indian country 


| 
| 
| 


| before, and tell them that they have always been 


in the wrong and the Indians have been right. 
{ Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. SARGENT. I have but few words to 


Mr. McCORMICK, of Arizona. I ask per- 
mission to print some additional remarks upon 


| this subject. 


The CHAIRMAN. 
objection. 

{The remarks will appear in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. SARGENT. I can reply, of course, 


The Chair hears no 


only to the remarks of the gentleman which | | 


have heard. I concurred last year in the amend- 
ment he then offered, and I concur this year 
in the amendment he has now offered. Toshow 
that the amendment is notat all hostile to what 
is called the policy of the Government, I 
desire to have read an order of the general 
commanding that district, which directs that 
unless the Indians remain upon the reserva- 
tions and behave themselves, they are to be 
They must remain 
upon the reservations, and if found wandering 


| off from them they will be deemed as hostile to 


the Government and will be treated as enemies. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


{General Orders, No. 35.]} 


ILEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA, - 

Prescott, December 27, 1871. 
In accordance with the terms of the orders of the 
division commander, the time within the limits 
of which all roving bands of Apache Indians are 
required to go upon their reservations is announced 
and fixed as February 15, 1872, on and after which 
date all Apache Indians found outside of their res- 
ervations will be considered and treated as hostile. 

* * ” 2 a * * * * Z 


Commanding officers of posts will communicate 


the contents of this order without delay, and by | 


every available means, to the Indians concerned. 
GEORGE CROOK, 
Lieutenant Colonel Twenty-third Infantry, 
Brevet Major General commanding. 
JOUN G. BOURKE, 
Aid-de-Camp. 
Mr. SARGENT. Unquestionably it is neces- 
sary where there are bands of roaming wild 
Indians, if the bounty of the Government is 
extended toward them on the condition that 


Official : 


they shall remain peaceable and not molest | 
| our citizens, that they shall go upon reserva- 


tions and remain upon the territory especially 
assigned to them, and that across the fines of 
that small piece of territory white men shall 
not go to molest them. I think myself that 


| the long-suffering people of Arizona—and [ 


know they have been long-suffering, and im- 
posed upon by these fierce, hostile Indians 
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lessly, wanton hostility committed afterward 
upon our people. This is the policy which 
we shall endeavor to carry out in Arizona, 
and I know it has the sanction of the gentle- 
man from Arizona himself. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Arizona. Let me 
say a single word in this connection. The 
order which has just been read, and which is 
most acceptable to the people of Arizona, is a 
new thing. No such order had been pronaul- 


; gated last year, and therefore it could not 
| have been taken into consideration in conaec- 





tion with what was said at that time. It was 
not made known at that time to the people by 
the representative of the peace commission 
in that country that such would be the fixed 
policy of the Government. I believe that 
under such a policy strictly carried out on 
both sides—not only on the peace side, but 
on the war side, if necessary—we may have a 
better order of things in that country. But, 
sir, 80 far isit from being the fact that a hearty 
welcome was not given to the representative 
of the Government, that, asI happen to know, 
he was most cordially received, and was offi- 
cially invited by the Governor of that Territory 
to confer with him and other citizens. But 
he said his business was with the Indians, not 
with the whites. He did not pursue such a 
policy as was likely to conciliate the people 
whom it should have been, [ think, his highest 
ambition to conciliate. The remarks of the 
gentleman from California, who is as highly 
esteemed among our people as any man can 
be anywhere, will, I think, go far to show 
them it was intended that the policy should 
be properly carried out, whether it was in fact 
or not. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Arizona, 
[Mr. McCormick,] on which debate is ex- 
hausted, 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move to amend by 
striking out the last word of the paragraph last 
read. [ think, sir, there never was a greater 
jumble in any legislation than there is upon 
this Indian matter, if we take the views of the 


| different gentlemen who have expressed their 


Opinions upon it. It seems to be the particu- 
lar vocation, if | may so style it, of the gentle- 
man who has charge of this bill to make out 


| that the Administration is wise in its policy in 


| regard to the Indians. 





down, there—I think they are unnecessarily | 
sensitive when the agents of the Government, || 
men who I believe are of high character, are | 


sent down there to inquire into the existing | 


order of things, and to ascertain why, upon the 


average, one murder a day was committed in | 
that Territory; to ascertain whether there are | 


| no means of bringing that state of things to a 





close, whether these Indians, Cochise and other | 


chiefs with their followers, can be induced 


to go upon reservations and remain there on | 


condition that the Government would relieve 
their necessities while they remained there. 
They went down there; and the citizens of 


| the Territory objected that it was an idle policy 
feed | 


to put Indians upon reservations an: 
them, because when they had been fed they 
went out of the reservations to depredate, 
leaving behind them only their women, chil- 
dren, and old men. I believe they did not 
give sufficient weight to the idea which it was 
the design of the Government to convey to 
them, that while relief was carried to the 
Indians in one hand, there was in the othera 
sword which would punish, and punish relent- 





Yet I was struck with 
the gentleman’s remark, when he told us that 
there was a ‘perfect hell’’ in that Indian 
country. Idonot know when that ‘hell’? was 
created. I do not know whether it is the re- 
sult of the ancient policy in regard to Indian 
affairs, or the result ofthe modern policy. In 
the same breath, almost, the gentleman paid a 
high compliment to the different churches, on 
account of the influence which they had ex- 
erted upon Indian affairs. He told us of the 
great work of the different religious denomina- 
tions. I am not disposed atall to contest that 
question, or to antagonize any of the views 
which the gentleman expressed in regard to 
the efforts of the several religious denomina- 
tions named by him; but if they have succeeded 
in doing much good, if they have succeeded 
in making a Christian community anywhere, 
the gentleman has not told us of it. On the 
contrary, they have succeeded, according to 
the gentleman’s statement, in making a “ per- 


| fect hell’? somewhere. 


|| has been done in the way of humanizing 
|| izing, and Christianizing these Indians ; 


Then, again, the gentleman tells us what 
civil- 

and 
he urges upon us a certain policy because of 
what has been done in this regard; yet he 
turns round, and in the next breath tells us of 


®) 


|| the ‘‘ warlike devils’’in the Indian country. 


—— 


i 


| 


Now, sir, if these are the results of the policy 
which he advocates—I know he does it in good 
faith and with a Christian spirit, because he has 
referred to these Christian denominations as 
coworkers with him—I wish to understand 
precisely what his policy has accomplished. I 









f 
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civilized, what paradise it has created. The 
gentleman has toldus of a ‘* perfect hell’’—an 
idea Iam scarcely able to comprehend; he has 
told us of ‘* warlike deyils.’’ Let him tell us 
something about the heaven which his policy 
has created; let him tellus of the Elysium 
his policy has brought about down there; let 
him tell us of the men who have been civilized, 
of the men who have been reformed and Chiris- 
tianized and while he is telling us of the evil 
results, can he charge this ‘* perfect hell’’ or 
these ‘‘ warlike devils’’ on any other Admin- 
istration than this? I do not wish either to 
advocate or vote fora bill which has for its 
only result to make this ‘‘ perfect hell’ or 
these ‘‘ warlike devils’’ which the gentleman 
hasdescribed. I wish now wecould understand 
what he means by this sort of thing. If this 
policy is humanizing or Christianizing these 
men, then goon with it; but if not, let us 
have done with it and substitute for it some 
other policy which will produce neither the 
hell nor the devils which he has described. 
oe the hammer fell. } 

{r. SARGENT. Mr. Chairman, the avo- 
cation I am engaged in at present is passing 
the Indian appropriation bill. 1 do that be- 
cause the treaties and laws of the United States 


entered into with these Indiantribes. he avo- 
cation of the gentleman from Wisconsin upon 
this floor, so tar as I have seen, is to carp at 
the Administration, it makes no difference what 
the subject may be before the House, and to 


make attacks on members on this side of the | 


House. If he does not engage himself in that 
character oftener than any other, then I will 
withdraw theremark. Itseemsto me if Ther- 
sites is represented on this floor, it is by the 
gentleman himself. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, in regard to the In- 
dians of Arizona, this policy has not been ap- 


ee to all, in the first place, because Congress | 
1as not appropriated the money; and in the | 


econd place, they are remote, and for other 


| 


| 


require this bill should pass, in order to fulfill || 
the obligations which we asa Government have || 


t 


wish to know whom it bas Christianized and | by this Government. 


The exception is in 
Arizona among a few Kickapoos, who wander 
backward and forward between old Mexico 
and Texas, and the Teton-Sioux. The Indian 
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department urges that.an appropriation should || 


be made to extend the policy to them, so as 


/to treat them as we treat other Indians, and 
see whether we cannot by these bribes, if you | 
choose to call them such, pomer them from | 


murdering our people and committing other 
outrages upon our frontier settlements. 

Mr. Chairman, this has been the beneficial 
result of our peaceful policy toward the Indian. 


I did not speak of it as one the credit of which 


belonged to this Administration; but I think 
it does. I spoke of it as a policy which Con- 
gress ought to foster, and which gentlemen of 
liberal minds around me advocate to-day—a 
policy which isadvocated by gentlemen on both 
sides of the House. 1 doubt whether a ques- 
tion of this kind can be reduced to a mere 
party question. Itis one of humanity, in which 


'all sides and all parties are interested. I 


| 


like reasons of the same kind which might be | 


instanced. The same policy was inaugurated 
as to the Sioux of Dakota, and they have since 
become peaceable Indians. Five years ago 
they ravaged Minnesota. 
flames of burning dwellings went up through 
Ninnesota and along her borders, women were 
outraged and men scalped and left upon the 
field, and a ery of horror went up from the 


believe the great problem presented to the 
American people is, whether the Indian shall 
be swept off the face of the continent, or 
whether the enlightenment of this day, under 
the benign influence of this great country, shall 
be extended to these Indians, in order that 
they may become civilized and peaceable cit- 
izens. 1 believe that this isthe problem before 
us, and that it is higher than party, higher 
than Administrations, and that it is the duty 
of every liberal-minded man—I will not say 
of every Christian man—to give his aid and 
countenance to a work like that. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 1 withdraw the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. GARFIELDE, of Washington. Irenew 
it. I desire to express my surprise at the system 


| of logic which obtains in this Llouse after sev- 


| of Indian matters. 


enty years of experience in the management 
No man, it occurs to me, 
who has ever resided any length of time upon 
our borders, can arrive atany other conclusion 
than that we must change the character of the 
American people before we can have perma- 
nent peace with the Indian tribes. Sir, to my 


| judgment it is not this policy or that policy 


that is concerned here, but it is the aggression 


|| of asuperior race against an inferior ; and just 


whole country over the outrages committed by | 


these Indians. To stop scenes like those was 
of course a great credit to whoever accom- 
plished it. Those scenes were put an end to 
by the inauguration of the very policy to which 
| have referred. Those Indians who before 
were so warlike have become peaceable ; they 
are beginning to adopt, gradually, civilized 
habiliments; they are beginning to cultivate 
their fields. 

I could take other Indians, if necessary ; but 
I do not wish to occupy the timg of the Reonk 


atwork upon them. I might instance the Paw- 
nees. I might show, so far as this policy is 
concerned, that it is not exclusively the policy 


'| here and there for a time. 


of this Administration, but that heretofore it | 


has worked the most beneficial results in refer- 
ence to the Creeks, the Cherokees, the Chick- 
asaws, the Choctaws, andthe Seminoles. The 
Seminoles themselves, who made a hell in 
Florida, are now on reservations in the Indian 


territory, where they are peaceable to a cer- | 


tain extent. And the Winnebagos are to-day 
becoming citizens under the humane policy 
of the Government. We wish to extend this 
exe. While I do not believe there is a 
uéaven on earth, while I do not mean to paint 
the Elysian fields, yet I do say we have peace 
throughout the Indian territory exactly for 
the reason that we have placed these Indian 
tribes upon reservations under the humane 
and Christianizing policy now being followed 


ee ——— 


live years ago the |! 


so long as the American people are pioneers, 
just so long as they are an emigrating people, 


just so long as they are trespassing upon the | 
homes and the cabins and the lodges and | 


the lands of the red man, just so long we shall 
have trouble with them. You may temporize 
Progress in settle- 
ment may assume a direction southwest or 
west or northwest, aud wherever the tide of 
emigration is not flowing, there, sir, you may 
have peace with the Indians. But just so long 
as there is invasion upon the one side and 
retrocession upon the other, bitterness and 


| animosity, crimination and recrimination are 
| the inevitable results. | 
We have, in our discussion of Indian mat- 


other races and other peoples. Wehave been 
told that the Hudson Bay Company, who have 
had dealings with the Indian tribes for two 
centuries, have scarcely ever had an Indian 
war in their territory. And why has this been 


| the case? Itis not because itscourse of policy 


is so much superior to ours, but it is because 
it does not encourage emigration ; it is because 
all through its wide domains in North Amer- 
ica it excludes emigration. It is not the pur- 
pose of that company to take from the Judian 
his lands, but simply to trade with him, and to 
bring among the Indians the products of civil- 
ization. But let progress of settlement take 
place in the British American provinces as in 
our midst; take off the ban of the Hudson 
Bay Company, which has constantly discour- 
aged emigration and civilization; take from 
them their exclusiveness, and opeu up that 
country to settlement as we do ours, and allow 
British subjects to run riot over the whole 


| ters here, frequently cited the experience of | 
and show how this Christianizing influence is || 


| crimes and atrocities of savage li 
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domain of the Indians, and you wil] se 


we © War 
and murder, and assassination : 


» and all the 
C le perpetrated 
there as frequently as you see them per 

trated on American soil. Pe: 

We are a progressive people in reo 

settlement. We are suunieiietnn Soman 
West. And wherever we make these encroach. 
ments we have the consequent and inevitabla 
troubles. It is the experience of mankind 


that wherever the superior race encroachox 


|| upon the inferior there is troublé, there js war, 


there is suffering, there is bloodshed, wirh all 
the coneomitants of that condition of affairs 
And, sir, there can be no policy in Indian 
matters but a temporizing policy unlegs you 


| build a Chinese wall along our frontiers, anq 


shut out American settlers from the broad 
plains of the West. You may expend your 


| millions ; you may buy up an Indian tribe here 
| to-day, and another one there to-morrow, and 


you may have to buy the same tribes the day 
following. And why? Because they are like 
all other nations of the world—notwithstand. 
ing that they are savages they feel that the 
soil on whieh they were reared is their home - 
they feel that where they were born und where 
the bones of their ancestors lie, that is their 
country. And I have never yet found an In. 
dian tribe so degraded but it possessed more 
or less of that common element of humanity 
_ which we call patriotism. ; 

Mr. SARGENT. What is your remedy? 

Mr. GARFIELDE, of Washington. My 
remedy is, as I said before, in the first place to 
temporize as for as possible; but with that 
temporizing I would add too elements, which 
I am sorry to say our Indian policy has never 
embraced. I would insist, so far asthe Ameri- 
can Government is concerned, in the first 
place, on the enforcement of absolute justice 
to the Indian tribes, and in the second place, 
after I had established justice, I would enforce 
it against the Indian and the white man alike. 
I teil you, sir, as I said to the House at the last 
session, there is but one element that will con- 
trol the savage, be he an American Indian, an 
African Hottentot, or an Asiatic Mongolian; 
and that is, first, to be right with him, and 
secondly, make him fear you. Any other plan 
than that will result as it has done for a century 
past, in absolute failure. We may buy, as | 
said, a tribe in the Northwest, and then buy a 
| tribe in the Southwest, and keep them at peace 
for two or three months, but the very first 
wave of immigration that dashes upon their 
shores breeds the same trouble, the same dilli- 
culty, the same murders and assassinations 
that we have had repeated for two centuries in 
America. 

Mr. SARGENT. Will the gentleman tell 
me whether he would stop immigration or first 
extinguish the Indian? 

Mr. GARFIELDE, of Washington. No, 
sir; I would do neither; but I would, in the 
first place, be absolutely true to every promise 
the Government makes to the Indians, and, 
in the second place, I would make the Indian 
adhere to his part of the contract. 

Mr. SARGENT. The gentleman does not 
| say anything practical. My question is whether 
he would stop immigration or sweep the Indians 
out of the way? 

Mr. GARFIELDE, of Washington. I sa) 
emphatically, neither; but if you want my 
idea of what our Indian policy should be, | 
would say that we should be just; and then, 
| instead of giving us six millions a year tokeep 
_ peace, I would spend that six millions in power 
| that would compel peace, and it would not la 
| two years, if that policy were adopted by tue 


| country, before you would have peace upon 
| our borders; but we have never, in the first 
| place; been just to the Indian, and we have 
never, in the seeond place, being just, forced 
| him to abide by that justice. 

Here the hammer fell. 

| Ir.GARFIELDE, of Washington. I with- 
| draw the amendment, 
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Neer _ 


Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. 1 renew 
. amendment. Mr. Chairman, for the first 
oe in the history of this Government the 
,dministration has adopted toward the Indi- 
gos on our frontiers & humane policy. So 
as 1 am able to judge of that policy, it is 
-esulting in good, and is proving beneficial 
both to the Indians and to the safety of the 
é-ontier settlers in our Territories. The policy 
adopted by the Government of the United 
States toward the Indians since its foundation 
1s been one which has led to the extermina- || 
on of the Indians. Whole tribes of red men ] 

i| 

\} 


the 


rave become extinet, and we now for the first 
‘ime have entered upon a policy which | trust 
and hope will be thoroughly tried before it is 
rejected. 7 
‘The gentleman who last occupied the floor 


now expended to keep peace on the frontier, 


in paying the Army to exterminate these In- } notallowed there ; 


+7) | 
dians, that will be the true plan to produce 


peace. Sir, that is the policy that our country 
has pursued for more than fifty years, and | 
‘here has been one continued scene of blodd- | 
shed on our frontier with the extermination of 
the Indian tribes and with no peace to our | 
frontier settlers. We are the aggressors on | 
these Indians. They are as susceptible of | 
friendship a8 a white man. ‘They are influ- | 
enced by kindness as are white men, and if | 
we will adopt the principle of justiceand kind- | 
ness toward these people I believe that we can 
get along without any more Indian wars in this 
country. At any rate, | am in favor of try- 
ing this policy which has been inaugurated in 
the country, and giving it a very thorough 
trial before we reject it and turn again to the 
sword and the final extermination of this un- 
happy race of people who are found in our | 
continent. 

Mr. CONNER. Mr. Chairman, in reply- 
ing to the gentleman from Missouri who has | 
just spoken, I have one word more to say, and | 
itis this: all that we expect, and all that we | 
ask, is that when these Indians are put upon 
reservations, and these large sums of money are | 
appropriated for their support there, they shall 
be kept on these reservations ; and when they 
leave the reservations and make their period- 
ical incursions’ upon the frontier settlements, 
disturbing the quiet of those communities, | 
killing men, Women, and children, stealing | 
horses and driving off our droves of cattle, 
that then either the civil or military authority | 
may be permitted to follow them on their | 
return to their reservation, capture them, and | 
take and try them, either by a military com: | 
mission or by a jury, whichever you please. 

Mr. LAMPORTL. 1 would ask the gentle- | 
man if he would have the Indians do the 
same toward white men who cominitted dep- | 
redations upon them? 

Mr. CONNER, I will answer the question 
by saying that if a man in New York commits 
a murder and flees to ‘l’exas the Governor of 
New York makes a requisition upon the Gov: | 
ernor of Texas for the return of the fugitive 
from justice, to be dealt with by the courts of 
New York. When an Indian commits a dep 
redation and falls back upon the strong arm 
of the military at Fort Sill to protect him, we 
want that military authority to turn him over 
to us to be tried before a jury, as we did with 








the two Indian chiefé last summer, who cap- | 


tured a wagon train loaded with supplies tor 
their reservation, and having killed the wagon- 
ers, afterward attempted to kill General Sher- 
man when he was down there on a visit. 

he general had heard of the capture of 
the wagon train, and feeling satisfied that the 
Indians from the reservation had done it, he 
seut for avine of the leading chiefs to inquiré 
into the matter. The Indians became enraged 
at the presumption of the general, as it was 
not in accordance with the prevailing peace 
policy to which they had been accustomed, 
and | am informed that one of them drew his 


tomahawk and attempted to kill the general, || that the ocetpation of those who have preyed | 
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|| courts; they have no authorities of their own || 


| todeal with such matters; you have men there | 
informs us that if we spend the $6,000,000 || representing them. 


shot the Indian down on the spot. ‘The other 
Indians who were implicated in this outrage | 
were put in irons and sent to Jack county and | 
tried and sentenced to be hung, but | believe || 
the Governor has commuted their sentence to || 
imprisonment in the penitentiary for life. 
Mr. LAMPORT. Will the gentleman tell || 
us if he thinks these Indian tribes should be |! 


and would have done so but for an officer who | 


| allowed to follow white men who commit dep: | 
| redations upon them, and take them and deal | 


with them according to their rules and customs. || 

Mr. CONNER. If a white man goes upon 
& reservation set apart for these Indians, I || 
would have him tried by the authorities there, || 
be they what they may. The Indians have no || 


[nu the first place, white | 
men do not go upon the reservations; they are | 
they have no business there. 
hey do not go there except when they go to 
furnish supplies to the Indians, or to get into | 
this little ring that has the handling of these | 
$6,000,000 which you expend every year for | 
the Indians. | 
[ Here the hammer fell. 
Mr. SARGENT | | ask that the reading of | 
the bill may be proceeded with. ‘This debate | 
is general in its character, and not germane to || 
any particular portion of the bill. [ask that || 
the reading of the bill may be proceeded with | 
until four o'clock, at which time I propose to || 
move that the committee rise. 
Mr. CONNER. I withdraw my amendment. | 
Mr. SHANKS. I renew it, for the purpose | 


of calling the attention of the Committee of |} 





the Whole to the fact that these wrongs to the 
Indian tribes grow out of the fact that the In- | 
dians have no remedy against them. I would | 
ask you to put the white people of this country | 


|| in the same condition that these Indians have |! pending. 
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upon them would have been gone long since 
it the Indians had been allowed the protection 
of courts. But you have kept them in a con- 
dition in which they could not prosper, and 
you now denounce them because they have not 
prospered. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. TAFFE. 1 would like to ask the gen- 
tleman one question before he takes his seat: 
If an Indian goes into a white man’s stablein 
broad daylight and takes away that white man’s 
horse, while the Government is paying an an- 


|| nuity to that tribe, | would like to know what 


remedy the white man has under the law ? 

Mr. SHANKS. Under the statute of 1802, 
which was remodeled in 1834, the white man 
could make application to the tribe througit 
the Indian agent and get an estimate of the 
amount of damages, and if the tribe refused 
to pay, the papers would be certified to the 
national Government; and until 1859 the Gov- 
ernment was responsible for the loss in such 
eases. But in 1859 Congress took away that 
responsibility of the national Government; but 
there is still by law the right of redress against 
the tribe, and the claim 1s settled here at the 
Interior Department, if application be made 
within three years. 

Mr. TAFFHK. I submit, with due respect 
to the gentleman, that as a matter of law he 
is altogether mistaken. I hold that to-day if 
there are a thousand Indians in a tribe, nine 
hundred and ninety-nine of whom are on 
the ‘‘war path,’’ they can commit depreda- 
tions and still receive their annuity from the 
Government under existing laws ; and no white 
man has any remedy for any of their depreda- 
tions. 

Mr. McCORMICK, of Arizona. 
gay on this point—— 

The CHAIRMAN. There is no amendment 
The gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. 


Let me 


been. Suppose that they for two hundred years || SHanKs] has been speaking while there was 
had been here, without courts, without pro- |} no amendment pending. 


tection, with no power to obtain justice. [ | 
ask you if the white people of the country | 
would not to-day be savage at the end of two | 
hundred years, instead of being intelligent and 

civilized? 


Mr. SARGENT. 
tee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 


1 move that the commit- 


And do you expect that men who || Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Cox 


were then savages would under this treatment || reported that the Committee of the Whole on 


become civilized? We are told that the In- | 


dians are not enlightened to-day. Of course | 
they are not. It would make savages of you, | 
Mr. Chairman, and of the members of this | 
committee, to be treated as they have been. 
And you now attempt to withhold from tiem 
the paltry pittance that keeps their lives in 
them, when you have taken from them all the 
means by which they and their ancestors have 
been able to make a living here:ofore. 

These people, not being civilized, have de- 
pended for a subsistence upon their hunting 
grounds. These hinting: grounds have been 


| taken from them by the white people of this 
| country, by the advancing waves of civiliza- 


tion. I do not object to that, but when that 
is done | would call attention to the tact that 
those people are still human, and should not 
be trampled upon and denounced because they 


| are not strong, when you have made them 
| weak. 
| weakness, bowed down before these Indians 


Your ancestors, in the days of their 


when they were strong, atid asked favors of | 
them. ‘To-day you would cut the throats of | 
their descendants because yon are strong und | 
they are weak. I do not speak against the 
| attempt to civilize these Indians, but I speak 
| against the practices which have been pursued 
by the agents of the Government, who got | 
| them in the condition they are now in, in 
| order that they could plunder them. 


| 
} 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 





I do not charge that upon the nation, but I | 

| do charge it upon the matagement of those | 

| who have controlled the [hdians. The Indians 

| have beet: the victims of a system of plunder. 
It has well been said by the gentleman from | 

| 


| 


Texas [Mr. Corwen] that they have no courts; | 


the state of the Union had had under considera- 
tion the bill (H. R. No. 1192) making appropria- 
| tions for the current and contingent expenses 


of the Indian department, and for fulfilling so- 


|| called treaty stipulations with various Indian 


| tribes for the year ending June 30, 1873, and for 
| other purposes, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 
ELECTION CONTEST—BOLES VS. EDWARDS. 
Mr. HAZLELON, of Wisconsin. I am 
directed by the Committee of Elections to 
yresent @ report in the contested-election case 
of Boles vs. Edwards, from the third congres 
sional district of Arkansas. I ask that the 
| resolution appended to the report be read, 
and give notice that [ shall to-morrow call up 
the case for the action of the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That Thomas Boles is entitled to th 
seat in the Forty-Second Congress from the thir« 
| district of the State of Arkangus, now occupied by 
| John Edwards. 

The SPEAKER. Is there a minority report? 
Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin. There is 
not. 


} 
| 
} 
} 


GOVERNMENT OF THB DISTRICT. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I hold 
in my hand a letter of Rev. J. W. Green, an 
old colored minister of the gospel in this Dis- 
trict, asking that certain charges which he 
makes in regard to the management of Dis- 
trict affairs may be inquired into. [ ask that 

| this paper be referred to the Committee for 

| the District of Columbia, for their investigation 
in connection with the inquiry into the admin- 
istration of District affairs. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, 


and the reason that they have had no courts ig || the paper will be so referred, 


There was no objection, 





Peat 


eo 


] 
¥ 





LEAVE Ot 
TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from South 
Carolina, Mr. De Lance, has, by letter to the 
Chair, requested indefinite leave of absence. 
ranted 


ABSENCE, 


There being no objection, leave was g 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. PERRY, of Ohio, obtained leave to 
withdraw trom the files of the House the peli- 
tion of Thomas Worthington, asking compen 
sation for supplies furnished at Camp Denni- 
son Guring the war. 

Mr. WOOD obtained leaveto withdraw from 
the files of the House papers in the case of 
Ellen J. Brosman. 

CAMP MOJAVE, ARIZONA TERRITORY 
TheSPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the 
Secretary of War, in relation to the relief of 
cilizens expelled from their homes at Camp 
Mojave, Ariz ry; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indi it A ffairs. 

And then, on motion of Mr. SPEER, of 
Georgia, (at three o'clock and fifty-five min- 
utes p. m.) the House adjourned, 


ma 1 ri 


PETITIONS, ETC, 


The following petiuions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees: 

by Mr. BEAT I Y: he petition of William 
Kightlinger, of Union county, Ohio, asking 
& pension from the date of bis disability. 

y Vr. COBB: lhe petition « f Joicey Elder, 
for arrears of pension. 
John B. Weaver, late 
collector of the eventh district of North 
Carolina 

By Mr. COBURN: The petition of ms any 
citizens of Indian: apols, asking the passage ot 
a bill increasing the pay of letter-carriers. 

By Mr ELY : The petition of the widow of 
Charles Forstner, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of the trustees of the Elev- 


enth Ward aving 


gs Bank. of New York, for 


Aliso, the petition of 


the repeal of the tax on deposits. 

sy Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: The petition 
of soldiers and sailors, to modify the home 
stead law 


gy Mr. HAVENS: The petition of Frances 
A. ikussell, widow of Tompkins O. Russell, 
for a pension 

By Mr. McHENRY 


Zens O 


rhe memorial of citi 
Breckinridge county, Kentucky, late 
soldiers in the Army, praying that public 
land allowed them, under the act of July 15, 
1870, be granted them without the require- 
meuts of settlement and cultivation prescribed 
by said act. 

Aiso, the memorial of citizens of Grayson 
county, Kentucky, late soldiers, praying the 
passage of House bill No. 152 

By Mr. MERRIAM: The petition of Hon. 
James A. Bell, of Jefferson county, New York, 
praying the passage of authorizing the 
reissue of Government bonds destroyed by 
hre 

By Mr. MITCHELL: The petition of O.S. 
Head and others, niles an appropriation for 
the harbor of Kenosha, Wisconsin. 

By Mr. PACKARD: The petition of many 
jate soldiers at 


a law 


county, Indiana, for the equs alization of boun 
ties and for soldiers’ homesteads. 

By Mr. RAINEY. The memorial of rep- 
resentative colored citizens in convention 
assembled at Columbia, South Carolina, in 
October last, praying the passage of the sup 
plemental civil rights ey 

Also, the petition of 
Nash, S. A. Swails, 
colored citizens of the State of South Carolina, 


Minton, W. B. 


B. A. act inws and others, | 
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| workers in iron, and citizens of Saranac, New 


York, against a change of the tariff on such 
articles as are produced in this country, and 
praying the repeal of the duties on tea and 
coffee and other articles of comfort or neces- 
sity that are not produced in the United States. 
Also, two remonstrances of citizens of Black 
Brook, New York, against a change of th 
tariff on such articles as are produced in this 
country, and praying the repeal of the dut 
tea and coffee and other articles of comfort or 


ies on 


| necessity that are not produced in the United 


States. 

By Mr. SAWYER: The petition of Abner 
Kirby and 380 others, citizens residing on the 
Menomonee river, Green bay, Wisconsin, ask- 
ing an appropriation to complete the harbor 
at. the mouth of the Menomonee river. 

By Mr. SUTHERLAND: The petition of 
©. M. Garrison, president of the Board Trade, 
aud 42 business firms of the city of Detroit, 
for the passage of the bill introduced by Hon. 
Leonard Myers, to ‘increase the salary of 
letter- carriers. 

By Mr. WILSON, of Ohio: 
of 254 soldiers of the late war, praying the 
of a law giving to all honorably a 
charged soldiers, sailors, and marines, and | 


The petition 


passage 


the heirs of those who are deceased, $8 33 


8 


per month for the time served, deducting 
all Government bounty heretotore paid ; also, 
that the act approved 15th July, 1870, be so 
amended as to allow soldiers or sailors to enter 
the amount of land therein allowed without the 
requirements of settlement and cultivation. 





POST ROUTE BILLS INTRODUCED. 

The following were introduced under the 
rule, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads: 

By Mr. STOWELL: A bill to establish a 
post route from Barksdale’s Depot, in Halifax 


January 3] 


a am 
Russian officials; that he has complained , 
those outrages to the Department of S:; 
has got no answer to his complaint, and noy 
he appeals to Congress. Ll move the rai 
ence of the petition, which states the 
the Gaassinies on Foreign Relations. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is thisa petiti 
trom an Americs 4 Cc itize hora Russianciti izen ? 

Mr. SUMNER. It is from a Russ an 
birth, but an American citizen ; or cert: ainly, 
he has not completed his naturaliz: ation, he 
has taken the first steps. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate hay. 
ing heard the explanation of the Senator, th 
ps tition will be referred to the Committee 
i oreign pope ations, if no objection be made. 

Mr. MNER present ed a petition of ¢j 
zens a vi irginia, asking the immediate p 
of the supplementary ‘civil rights bill; 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
New York, asking the passage of the 
mentary civil rights bill; 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented the memoria] 0; 
workers in the Ironton rolling-mill, citizens 
of Ironton, Lawrence county, Ohio, against g 
change of the existing tariff laws abating oy 
abolishing duties upon such articles as are 
successfully produced in this country ; which 
was refe aa to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SCOTT. I present a similar memoria] 
to that presented by the Senator from Ohio, 
from twelve hundred and ninety-one Operatives 
in the American iron-works, citizens of Orms 
by borough, Alleghany county, Pennsylvania, 
Numerous petitions of this character have 


ate, and 


réler. 


facts, 


n 


a 


On 


assage 
which 


Supple- 
which was ordered 


| been presented, and I take occasion to say 
| of this one that these petitioners are work- 


men who are surrounded by a large number 


| of establishments that are sometimes termed 


| county, Virginia, to Spring Garden, via Hali’s | 


the volunteer army, of Stark | 


praying the passage of the supplemental civil || 


rights biil. 
Also, : 


concurrent resolution of the Gen- 


eral Assembly of South Carolina, praying the | 


passage of the supplemental civil rights bill. 
By Mr. ROGERS: The remonstrance of 





| 


Cross Roads, in Pittsylvania county, Virginia. 
Also, a bill to establish a post route from 
Wolf Trap to Omego, Halifax county, Virginia. 
By Mr. WHILTELEY: A bill to establisn cer- 
tain post routes in the States of Georgia avd 
Florida. 
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monopolies. They seem to be well acquainted 
with them, have no fear of them, but desire 
that they shall be continued as contributing 
largely to the prosperity of the country at 
large and of workmen in particular. I move 
the reference of this memorial to the Commit 


| tee on Iinance. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- || 


wan, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was 
read and approved. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

Mr. WRIGHT presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of lowa, asking the passage of an 
act granting the right to build a bridge over 
the Mississippi river at Clinton; which were 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. RAMSEY presented the petition of 
George Frederick Bollier, guardian of the 
minor children of Frederick, Ernst Dietrich, 
of Minnesota, praying that a pension may be 


granted to them; which was referred to the | 


Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. POMEROY presented resolutions of 
the Legislature of Kansas, asking that aid be 
granted by the General Government for the 
construction of a ship-canal around the falls 
of Niagara on the American side; which were 


referred to the Committee on Commerce. and | 


ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SCHURZ presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Missouri, soldiers in the late war, pray- 
ing the passage of an act equalizing bounties 
and bounty lands; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SUMNER. I present the petition of 
Bernhard Bernstein, of the State of Alabama, 
representing that he was originally a Russian 
subject, and that going to Russia after he had | 


given notice of his intention to become an | 


American citizen he received outrages from 


| 


| 


| dershot, 
otisens of Union county, Oregon, concurring 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SCOTT presented a memorial from 
miners of bituminous coal, citizens of Centr 


| and Cleartield counties, Pennsylvania, against 


a change of the existing tariff laws abating 
or abolishing duties on such articles as are 
successfully produced in this country; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CORBETT. I present the petition of 
soldiers of the late war, asking that they be 
given one hundred and sixty acres of public 
lands wherever they may be found, and that 
patents may be issued to them the same as for 
a homestead. ! move the reference of the 
petition to the Committee on Public Lands or 
the Committee on Military Affairs, whichever 
is the most appropriate. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Committee on Public 
Lands have reported a bill on that subject. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Not exactly in 
accordance with tbe prayer of this petition, 
perhaps. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have no objection to 
the reference of this petition to that commit: 
tee, but that is probably the only bill they will 
report on the subject. 

lhe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Oregon will name the committee to which 
he desires to have the petition referred. 

Mr. CORBETT. The Committee on Public 
Lands. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be so 
referred. 

Mr. CORBETT presented a memorial of 
J. H. Rinehart, D. J. Woodward, James Hen- 
and one hundred and fifiy others, 


with other citizens of Oregon in asking aid for 
the construction of the Portland, Dalies, and 
Salt Lake railroad; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 
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: | 
fle also presented a memorial of the Choc- 


vo nation of Indians, remonstrating against 
‘.. establishment of a territorial government 
ver their country; which was referred to the 
‘mmittee on Indian Affairs. 

ir. CAMERON presented a memorial of 
workmen in the Harrisburg furnace, citizens 
\¢ Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, remonstrating 
wainst any change of the existing tariff laws 
spating or abolishing duties upon such articles 
are successfully produced in this country ; 
referred to the Committee on 


as 
which was 
Finance. 

\r. WILSON. I present the petition of 
A. Alpheora Bradley and a large number of 
thers, citizens of Georgia, who ask Congress 
ot to take off the duty on rice. ‘They repre- 
sent that the rice lands require a great deal 
»f ditehing and canal work, and the erection 
of food-gates, and that if the duty is removed 
they will go to ruin. A great deal of labor 
and capital have been expended upon them 
since the war, and a great deal of land recov- 
ered, and they state that the repeal of the duty 
will be very injurious to them. I move the 
reference of the petition to the Committee on 
Finance. 

[he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HILL presented the petition of John 
Jones, Randolph H. Ramsey, and William G. 
Lauterman, praying to be relieved from all 
obligations as sureties of William E, Quillian, 
postmaster at Milledgeville, Georgia; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post Offices 
and Pest Roads. 


Mr. LOGAN presented a resolution adopted 


ai a meeting held at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, of | 
persons lately soldiers of the United States | 


Army, now pensioners on the United States 
pension-roll, praying the enactment of a law 
granting them additional pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


He also presented a petition of late soldiers 


of the United States Army, praying the pas- 

age of House bill No. 452, entitled ‘‘A bill 
to grant bounty lands to soldiers of the war of 
1861 and their heirs:’’ which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Kendall county, Iilinois. praying the enact- 
ment of a special act givinga bounty to Milton 
ki. Brown, a soldier of the late war from that 
county, who was sentenced by court-martial 
and deprived of arrears and pay of bounty; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

He also presented a petition of the officers 
and members of Post Charles W. Crocker, 
No. 45, of Auburn, New York, of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, praying that an in- 
crease of pension be granted to Jerusha A. 
Goodrich, widow of Colonel Luther Goodrich ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 


sions. 


Mr. POOL presented the petition of Adol 





| 


| 
| 
| 


! 

Mr. FLANAGAN. I was simply requested 
to ask for the withdrawal of these papers [ 
do not know who Mr. Clymer is, or anything 
about his claim ; but the papers are wanted for 
use in another department. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope, then, copies will 
be taken. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 


| objection, the request will be granted, copies 


| of the papers being left on file, anless the 


| 


Senator from Texas shall hereafter give some 
reason which will dispense with the necessity 
of leaving copies. 

On motion of Mr. LEWIS, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 


| tion and papers of Thomas P. Mitchell, praying 
| compensation for certain cotton seized and appro 





phus T. Graham, praying arrears of pension ; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

He also presented the petition of Hiram R. 
Rhea, praying to be allowed a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of 
Stephen Hull, of Poughkeepsie, New York, 
praying an extension of his patent for an im- 
provement in harvesters; which was referred 
to the Committee on Patents. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
Mr. FLANAGAN. I move that Joseph 


Clymer be permitted to withdraw from the 
files ail papers pertaining to his claim. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Has there been 
an adverse report? 

Mr. FLANAGAN, I really do not know 
whether there has been or not. I have simply 
been requested to ask that this order be made. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What is the claim ? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair does 
not know. 


Commerce, to 


priated by the Government in the year 1865. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CHANDLER, from the Commiitee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 501) authorizing the appropriation for 
the employment of surfmen at alternate life. 
saving stations on the New Jersey coast, for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1872, to be 
expended in employing crews at such stations, 
and for such periods, and at such compen- 
sation, as the Secretary of the ‘Treasury may 
deem reasonable, not to exceed forty dollars 
per month for each person employed, reported 
it, with an amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a letter of the Secretary of War, 
inclosing a communication from the chief of 
engineers with regard to the St. Mary’s falls 
canal. renorted’a bill (8. No. 560) for the en- 
largement of the St. Mary’s falls canal, in 
the State of Michigan; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. 

Mr. WILSON, trom the Committee on Mili- 


| tary Affairs, to whom was relerred the bill 


(H. R. No. 1180) to extend the time for filing 
claims for additional bounty under the act of 
July 28, 1866, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. VICKERS, trom the Committee on 
whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 1074) providing for the survey of 


| the harbor and river at Washington, District 





of Columbia, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 435) to authorize the President to ac- 
cept the resignation of judges of any court of 
the United States, reported it with an amend- 
ment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 86) relating to 
the resignation of judges of courts of the Uni- 
ted States, reported adversely thereon, and 
moved its indefinite postponement; which was 
agreed to. 

TEHMUANTEPEC EXPEDITION. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred a resolution for 
printing additional copies of the report and 


| accompanying map of the Tehuantepec sur- 


veyiug expedition, have directed me to report 
it back without amendment, and to ask for its 
present consideration. 

There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following concurrent 
resolution: 

Resolved, (the House of Representatives concur- 
ring,) That there be printed seven thousand addi- 
tional copies of the report and accompanying maps 
of the Tehuantepec surveying expedition, of which 
two thousand copies shall be for the use of the Sen- 
ate, four thousand copies for the use of the House, 
and one thousand copies for the use of the Secretary 
of the Navy. 

Mr. ANTHONY. This is the survey of the 
Tehuantepec isthmus for a canal route. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
quarto volume, costing twenty-five dollars a 
volume? 


Mr. ANTHONY. Oh, no; it is merely a 
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| report of a survey made by the Navy Depart- 


ment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The estimated 
cost of the entire printing. as added up by 
the Senator from Rhode Island, is about five 
thousand dollars. 

The resolation was adopted 


HAYDEN’S GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 


The same committee, to 
whom was 


referred a concurrent resolution 
from the House of Representatives to print 
extra copies of Hayden's preljiminary report 
of the United States geological survey, have 
instructed me to report it back without amend- 
ment, aud to recommend its passage. I ask 
for its present consideration 

Phere being no objection, the Senate pro- 


| ceeded to consider the following concurrent 


resolution of the House of Representatives: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Sen- 
ate concurring;) That there be printed five thousand 
five hundred copies of Professor Hayden’s prelim- 
inary report to the Secretary of the Interior of the 

United States geological survey for the year 1870; 
three thousand five hundred copies of which shail 
be for the use of the House of Representatives, and 
| fifteen hundred copies for the use of the Senate, and 
| five hundred copies for distribution by the Smith- 
| sonian Institution. 

Mr. SHERMAN. What will that cost ? 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The estimated 
cost is about four thousand dollars. 

Mr. ANTHONY. ‘These reports, of which 
| have a number, come in all together this 
morning because a majority of the members 
of the Committee on Printing have been absent 
for some time. ‘These are less than the usual 
numbers that have been printed of these docu- 
ments, and less than our western friends have 
always insisted upon. 

| Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to 
| this resolution, but | should like the Senator 
' to inform the Senate by what authority the 
/enormously expensive book on the fortieth 
| parallel was printed and distributed. 

| Mr. ANTHONY. i donot know. Ihave 

looked over the appropriation bill, in which I 
| find an appropriation of $10,000 which [think 
may be considered to authorize the War De- 
partment to make that publication. I| think 
so because I tried to find authority for it some 
where, and that was the only place | could 
find it. The printing was not ordered by Con- 
gress; it never passed under the supervision 
of the Committee on Printing, and we knew 
nothing about it until we saw the book. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [do think the attention 
| of the Printing Committee and the attention 
of the country ought to be called to the enorm- 
ous expenditure for the public printing, done, 
as it is now alleged, by the head of a Depart- 
ment without any special appropriation, because 
| there was a book that could only reach two or 

three hundred persons, and must have cost 
twenty-five dollars a volume. I trust, there 
| fore, that the law will be so altered that here- 
after we shall have some control over the pub- 
| licafion of such expensive volumes. I have 
| no objection to the publication of Professor 

Hayden's report, or even of that particular 
| book in ordinary form, so that the great body 
| of the people may have it; but to publsh a 
| book of that kind, which is only useful to be 
| shown occasionally for the pictures in it, I 

think is an uncalled for exnenditure of the 
| public money, unless specially authorized by 
law. 

Mr. COLE. By the legislative and exeen 
| tive appropriation bill which has been received 
| from the House of Representatives, and which 
| is now before the Committee on Appropria 
| tions, that abuse is likely to be corrected, as 

it contains’a provision requiring the different 
| Departments to make estimates of the cost of 
|| the printing required by them, and submit 
| them to Congress in advance, and not leave 


Is it to be another big || it to the latitude of the Departments to print 


so many as they please or such sort of books 
as they may desire, without any estimate in 
advance. 
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Mr. SCOTT. LIonly wish to say, in reference 


to the particula k to which the Senator 
from Ohio has referred, that if such works are 
to e published at ail, they ought to be pub 


hed io larger numbers than they are author 

be published by the De partments, or at 

of the Department, for since that 

appeared | think I have received 

e communications asking for copies of it 

than of any single publication that has been 
pib ished 


Mr. ANTHONY. Lhave already stated that 


I have no information to give with regard to 
th ublication of that book, forit never passed 
under the supervision of our committee. I 


pre ime the Secretary of War wo ild not have 
had legal authority for 
the bor k, except 
» me, which | have not 


| nied if niess ne 
] have never seer 
a COpy that was sent 
examined. I agree that if it 1s policy for us to 
send out expeditions for explorations, scientific 
or geographical, it is desirable that we should 
piace the resuits before the country, and, as in 
the case of the Tehuants pec an 1 Darien expe- 
I think it is the duty 
The form of 
publication is a matter to be considered with 


regard to the expense and the value of the 


dition . before the we ld 


ol the (government to do that 


publeation. 

Phe change in the mode of printing to which 
the Senator from California has referred is one 
that I endeavored to get through the Senate at 
| think it a very import- 
that each Department shall 
estimate the cost of its printing the same as it 
estimates all other items, and then that the 
printing shall be doneat the Government Print- 
ing Office within the estimates, as in the case 
uder specific appropria- 
tions. They will then be under the strict super- 
vision of the heads of the Departments, who 
will be responsible for the use of the money 
that is intrusted to their disbursement. 

but, sir, the cost of the public printing (of 
the extravagance and enormous cost of which 
we hear so much) is agreat deal less now, con- 
sidering the amount done, than it ever was 
before. | speak now of the printing ordered 
by the two Houses of Congress. I have not 
examined the figures lately, but the last time 
I did examine them the cost was less then in 
greenbacks than it was before the war in gold. 
i speak of the printing ordered by the two 
Houses of Congress for distribution. The print- 
ing of the Departments has inereased very 
much, and necessarily, because a large amount 
of printing that was formerly done at local 
offices all over the country is now done at the 
Government Oflice; and it is done much better 
for the Government, for although it costs more, 
probably, to print here than anywhere else in 
the country, yet the fact of having all the blanks 
and all the forms precisely alike, 80 as to be 
identical in every part of the country, leads to 
authenticity and to responsibility and toa great 
saving of clerical bire in the Departments. 

Che resolution was concurred in. 


one time, but failed 


ant one. It is 


of other expenditure 


UNITED STATES BIENNIAL REGISTER 

Mr. ANTHONY. I now report aresolution 
from the House of Representatives for pub- 
lishing additional copies of the Biennial Regis- 
ter, a book which I think is of no use what- 
ever, and we spent half a day here once ona 
motion of mine to dispense with it, but the 
Senator from Ohio talked me down. and car- 
ried the Senate with him. ‘bat having been 
my experience, | now report back this resolu- 
tion in deference to what i consider to be the 
judgment of the Senate, My Own Opinion is 
that the book ought not to be printed at all. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. What is the 
‘ xpeuse ? 

Mr. ANTHONY. The expense of the addi- 
tional numbers will be $1,000, but | think it 
ought not to be printed at all. 1 think it ouly 
contains information that we have in more 
authentic form in other publications, and more 
frequently. It gives us information bien- | 


nially, much of which we get annually from 
other sources. 

There being no objection, the following con- 
current resolution of the House of Represent- 
atives was considered: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring.) That there be 
printed one thousand extra copies of the United 
States Biennial Register for the year 1871. 


The resolution was concurred in. 


ask for its present consideration. 


ceeded to consider the following concurrent 
resolution of the House of Representatives: 
Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 
printed five thousand copies of the report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office for 1870, of 
which three thousand copies shall be for the use of 
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REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF LAND OFFICE. | 


Mr. ANTHONY. I[alsoreport back another | 
concurrent resolution from the House, and | 


There being no objection, the Senate pro- 


the House, one thousand for the Senate, and one | 


thousand for the land department. 


Mr. POMEROY. Isthatthe usual number? | 


Mr. ANTHONY. It is not the usual num- 
ber; it is considerably less than the usual 
number. l[haveforgotten what the usual num- 


ber is, but I was struck with the smallness of | 


the number when the resolution came from the 
House. If the House is satisfied, I am. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Commissioner of the 
General Land Office has made a report that 


is attracting attention all over this country and | 


in Europe, and | do not think we ought to 

confine the printing to five thousand copies. 

I move to amend the resolution by making the 

whole number ten thousand, and distributing 
it in the same proportion. ; 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator from Kan- 

| sas is doubtless better qualified to judge than 

lam of the value of this work; | have not 

| looked it over; but I think we had better pass 


add more, we can do it hereafter. 
| Mr. POMEROY. That is less than the 
usual number. We have published fifteen 
thousand many years. I think ten thousand 
is the least amount we can order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The estimate 


| Senator from Rhode Island in pencil-marks 
| on the document, is $2,000. 

Mr. POMEROY. In view of the interest 
in the question of public lands and the Com- 
missioner’s report, | think ten thousand is a 
small number. [ insist on the amendment. 

Mr. COLE. I think ten thousand is quite 
small enough a number. 
very great use in the West, where there are 
public lands, and I hope the amendment will 
be adopted. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I suppose that the most 
valuable parts of the book are copied into the 
newspapers, and seen in that way. 

Mr. POMEROY. It isa book that ought 
| to be preserved in every man’s library. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Then he ought to pay 
for it. 


The VICK PRESIDENT. 


The question is 


|| on the amendment of the Senator from Kan- 


sas, to strike out five thousand and insert ten 
thousand copies, making the distribution in 
proportion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope that will not be 
done, because, with the exception of the land 
States, the report is not much sought after. 
[ will exchange with my friend the land reports 
| which I get for agricultural reports. 

Mr. POMEROY. I shall be glad to give all 
my Congressional Globes and other books 
to the Senator from Ohio for the sake of the 
General Land Office report. 
| the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
| is eireulated not only in this country, but in 

Europe, and we have generally had it printed 
in two or three languages. It isa matter of 
immense interest, especially to the new States 
and to those who come to us from foreign coun- 
tries. People are writing to me constantly for 





| the General Land Office. 


this resolution, and if it is found desirable to | 


| for the five thousand copies, as noted by the | 


This is a book of | 


The report of | 








January 8], 


| the extent of our public lands. In that report 

you find all the laws codified in a compact 

form relating to the administration of the a 

lic lands, the preémption law, the homestea, 
| law, and then rules of the Department, inst; ma 

tions how to get preémptions and homeste.,) 
| claims, and it is of immense value, and it should 

be in the hands of all, not only in the a 
States, but of all the foreigners who eo 
this country who can read the English |p. 
guage or find out what it is. They want thi. 
report, and it is of as much importance to ¢}, - 
Senators from the old States it they wil] pay 
any attention to the immigrants who come to 
their shores. They do not pay much; byt if 
they did, they would influence them to go on 
the public lands instead of having them in 
around the cities of New York and Providence 
and other large towns. I ask for a vote onthe 
amendment. y 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator 
Kansas. 

The question being put, the Vice Presiden; 
declared that the ayes appeared to have it, | 

Mr. ANTHONY. | am so much pleased 
to get rid of the maps in this report that we 
have a fight about almost every session that | 
shall say no more. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ' 
demanded. The ayes have it, and the amend. 
ment is agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was con- 
curred in. 


hew 


ome to 


irom 


No division ig 


MINING REPORT, 

Mr. ANTHONY. Lam also instructed by 
the Committee on Printing to report back the 
following House concurrent resolution, and to 
ask for its present consideration: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 
printed of the report of R. W. Raymond on the 
statistics of mines and mining, with accompanying 
engravings, three thousand copies for the use of the 
House, one thousand copies for the use of the Sen- 
ate, and one thousand copies for the use of tho 
Treasury Department. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and concurred in. 

SUTRO TUNNEL REPORT. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I am instructed by the 
same committee to report anotber resolution. 
This we report favorably upon in deference to 
the judgment of the Senators from the Pacific 
States, the mining States. It is the report 
of the commission appointed to examine the 
Sutro tunnel. They have made a report ac- 
companied by elaborate maps. I do not sup- 
pose the report is worth anything without the 
maps, and to print the maps will cost $5,000. 

There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution 
reported from the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, That the maps accompanying the report 
of the commissioners on the Sutro tunnel be printed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The report it- 
self was ordered to be printed when the Chair 
submitted it to the Senate, and the ques- 
tion of printing the maps was referred to the 
Committee on Printing, and they now report 
a resolution in favor of printing the maps. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
569) for the relief of California and Nevada 
veteran volunteers, honorably discharged at 
points distant from that of original enlistment; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. OSBORN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (5. 
No. 561) to authorize the Secretary of War 
to acquire eee rights of the occupants 
of certain land adjoining the United States bar- 
racks at Barrancas, in the State of Florida; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 





copies of the report of the Commissioner of | the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
They want to know || to be printed. 
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\r. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous 
anaeat obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
"< No, 562) in relation to settlers on the late 
"ox Indian reservation in the State of Min- 
cota; Which was read twice by its title, re- 
t.cred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
adered to be printed. 

‘Wr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous 
onsent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No, 663) to establish a national registry of 
‘ ipping and to afford additional protection to 
passengers and seamen, and to prevent excess- 
‘e rebates in the duties on merchandise dam- 
,ved on ship-board imported into the United 
Siates; which was read twice by its title. 

“Mr. CONKLING. In introducing this bill 
| wish to state that it is not a bill prepared by 


me, but one which I introduce at request for || 


-eference to the Committee on Commerce. 


The bill was referred to the Committee on | 


Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr, FLANAGAN asked, and by unanimous 
conseut obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


No. 564) providing for the cession by the State | 


of Texas of certain territory of that State to 


the United States for Indian reservations and | 


other purposes; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on Public 
Lauds, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr, CARPENTER asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a 
pill (S. No. 665) to extend the time to the 
State of Wisconsin to complete a road from 
Lake St, Croix to Lake Superior; which was 
read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
wittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. : 

Mr, THURMAN asked, and by unanimous 
cousent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 566) to allow writs of error in certain 
criminal cases; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and ordered to be printed. 


CORPORATION INCOME TAX. 


Mr. SCOTT. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 
862, which has been already partially consid- 
ered, and I hope to have it disposed of this 
morning. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the 
consideration of the bill (S. No. 862) declara- 
tory of an act entitled ‘‘ An act to reduce in- 
ternal taxes, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
July 14, 1870. 


Mr. SCOTT. When this bill was under 
consideration before, some objections were 
made, and considering them ali I have pre- 
pared a substitute for the amendment reported 
by the Committee on Finance, which | think 
will be acceptable to all parties, and avoid all 
further discussion. I send it to the Chair, and 
ask that it be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is this in lieu 
of the substitute previously reported by the 
Committee on Finance ? 

Mr. SCOTT. Yes, sir. 

fhe VICE PRESIDENT. It will be sub- 
étituted for that substitute ; and the question 
ow is On agreeing to the amendment which 
a be read as a substitute for the original 

ill, 

The Chief Clerk read the words proposed 
to be inserted in lieu of the original bill after 
the enacting clause, as follows: 

That the true intent and meaning of the act enti- 
tled “An act to reduce internal tuxes, and for other 
purposes,” approved July 14, 1870, was to exempt 
irom the payment of the tax of two and one balf 
percent. perannum alldividends of earnings, income, 
or gains, and undivided profits of any bank, trust 
Company, Savings institution, insurance company, 
canal-navigation company, and slack-water naviga- 
tion company, declared or made, or which accrued 
or were earned and added to any surplus, contin- 
kent, or other fund, during the months of August, 
September, October, November, and December, in 
the year 1870, in all cases where such corporations 

ad already paid, or would thereafter pay, upon the 
dividends of earnings, income; or gains, and undi- 
vided profits of the previous months of that year, 
& tax equal to at least two and one half per cent. 


1] 


| per annum; and to give effect to such intent, the 


| dividends of earnings, 


| Pennsylvania why railroad companies are not | 














Commissioner of Internal Revenue is hereby author- 
ized and directed to remit or refund, as the case may 
be, the tax assessed and levied or paid upon all such 
income, or gains, and undi- 
vided profits, for said last five months of the year 1870, 
to all such corporations as have paid or shail pay a 
tax upon ali the dividends of earnings, income, 
gains, or undivided profits of the years 1870 and 1871, 
equal to at least two and one half per cent. per 
annum. 


Mr. JOHNSTON. Iask the Senator from 


included in the amendment now offered? 
Mr. SCOTT. 
language of this amendment is a copy of the 


section of the law of 1870 which imposed the | 


tax. 
Mr. JOHNSTON. 
me. 


I have the law before 
I will furnish it to the Senator. 

Mr. SCOTY. I see the language of the 
law is: ‘‘on the amount of all dividends of 
earnings, income, or gains hereafter declared 
by any bank, trust company, savings institution, 
insurance company, railroad company, canal 
navigation company,’’ &e. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. “ Railroad company”’ is 
left out in the amendment. 

Mr. SCOTT. That must be a mistake in 
the printing. Iam very much obliged to the 
Senator from Virginia for calling my atten- 
tion to it. I move to amend by inserting the 
words “ railroad company’’ between the words 
‘* insurance company’’ and ‘‘ canal navigation 
company.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That correction 
will be regarded as made, and the question is 
on agreeing to the substitute so modified. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I see that this proposi- 
tion relates only to refunding the tax forthe last 
five months of the year 1870. The effect of 
that isto make companies which paid the full 
tax up tothe Ist of August, 1870, pay one 
twelfih of five per cent. more than two and a 
half per cent. for that year. I supposed the 
object of this bill wasto make these companies 
pay only twoand one half per cent. for 1870; but 
as the bill is now proposed, it makes them pay 
one twelfth of five per cent., more than two and 
a half percent. It is proper to correct it in 
that respect, and make it provide for refunding 
the amount paid during the last six months 
of the year 1870. 
to require the companies to pay only two and 
a half per cent. for that year; and I now 
propose that amendment. ‘The object will be 
effected by inserting before ‘* August,’’ in line 
ten, the word ‘July,’’ and by striking out 
in line twenty-one the word ‘‘five’’ before 
‘¢ months,’’ and inserting ‘* six.’’ 

Mr. SCOTT. ‘The inequality referred to by 
the Senator from Virginia was considered not 
only in the Finance Committee, but also, as [| 
am informed, in the conference committee 
which drafted the bill of 1870; and while it is 
true that that slight inequality does exist that 
corporations, or rather the stockholders whom 
they represent, are required to pay that one 
twelfth of five per cent. more than individuals, 
yet it is an inequality that cannot be remedied 
without giving rise to a large amount of incon- 
venience. ‘The law was passed on the 14th of 
July, 1870, after six months of that year had 
elapsed, and unless we are to go back and 
refund that money, there is no possible way of 


| securing entire equality. This amendment now 


reported secures that equality as nearly as it 
can be secured; and while I would have been 
willing to join the Senator from Virginia, or 
any other Senator, in securing absolute equal- 
ity, that is entirely impossible under the income 
tax law. This proposition as it stands comes 
as near equality as it can besecured practically. 
I hope, therefore, the amendment of the Sen- 


ator from Virginia will not be adopted, but that || 


the substitute as offered will be adopted. 
Mr. JOHNSTON. While we are on this sub- 


| ject and have the bill up, | see no reason why 


. . + | 
My recollection is that the 
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The effect of that will be | 





it is not just as easy to make the thing exactly | 


right as to get it wrong. It is a conceded fact 
that the substitute offered by the Senator 


trouble to do that. 
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from Pennsylvania requires certain railroad 
and other companies that paid at the rate of 
five per cent. up to the Ist of August, to pay 
one twelfth of tive per cent. more than was 
intended by the law originally. The original 
purpose of the law was to make the tax equ! 
to an annual tax of two and a half per cent. 
Then the companies ought to have paid at the 
rate of five per cent. up to the Ist of July only. 
Paying at the rate of five per cent. up to the 
Ist of July, they would have paid two and 
a half per cent. tor the whole year; but pay- 
ing five per cent. up to the Ist of August, 
the effect was that these companies paid one 
twelfth of five per cent. more than they were 


| intended by the law originally to pay. 


While we have the subject under considera 
tion let us make the bill exactly right. The 
object of the law can be attained by requiring 
that the tax which these companies paid in 


| excess of the two and a half per cent. for the 


year shall be refunded. Surely it is not much 
The books show all the 


companies that paid, and the amount can be 


| easily ascertained, and exact equality will be 


accomplished and the original purpose of the 
law effected, whereas the original purpose of 
the law is not effected by the amendment as 
offered by the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

In my State I know several companies paid 
the five per cent. tax up to the Ist of August, 
1870. Our corporations are poor, our bond- 
holders are poor, and anything they paid beyond 
| what the law demanded, or beyond what they 
| ought to pay, | think they ought to have back ; 


|| and as the subject is now under consideration, 


| I think it best while we are legislating on the 
matter to legislate right, and have the thing as 
it ought to be. I trust, therefore, the amend- 
ment will be adopted. 

Mr. SCOTT. All I desire to say in reply is 
that the adoption of the Senator’s amendment 
will be a repeal pro tanto of the act of the 14th 
of July, 1870, instead of carrying out its inten- 
tion. I have seen a number of the represent- 
atives of these corporations who have been 
here since this bill was introduced, and, while 
the inequality is admitted, it is so small that 
none of them object to it. I hope this vexa- 
tious subject will be at once disposed of. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Vir 
ginia to the amendment of the Committee on 
| Finance. 

The amendment to the amendment was 
| rejected; there being on a division—ayes 15, 
| noes 30. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on the amendment proposed as a sub- 
| stitute by the Committee on Finance. 
| ‘The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
| ed, and the amendment was concurred in. 
‘The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
| tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk,announced 
that the House had passed the following bills, 
| in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
requested: 

A bill (H. R. No. 188) to extend the time 
in which certain offenses may be prosecuted ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 286) to perpetuate testi- 
mony in the courts of the United States; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1381) in relation to wit- 
nesses for respondents in extradition cases. 

The message also announced thatthe House 
| had passed the bill (S. No. 487) toexemp!t the 
| iron steam ice-boats constructed by the city of 
Philadelphia from the inspection required by 
the act of February 28, 1871, entitled ‘‘An act 
| to provide for the better security of life on 
board of vessels propelled in whole or in part 
by steam, and for other purposes,’’ with an 
amendment, in which it requested the coneur- 
rence of the Senate. 5 

The message further announced that the 
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House had concurred in the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 2438) for the 
apportionment of Re present itives to Congress 
among the several States according to the 
ninth cenpsu 


CRIMINAL PRACTICK 
Mr. THURMAN 


I ask the Senate to take 


up Senate bill No. 468, to which I imaginethere || 


will be no objection. 
criminal practice in the F' deral courts, reported 
by the Judiciary C I presume it will 
vive rise to no discussion, and will meet with 
n opposition I move that it 


Che motion wa avre d to; 


ymmittee, 


be taken up. 
and the Senate, 


as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider the bill (S. No. 468) to regulate crim 
inal practi ein the Federal court 


The Committee ou the J 1diciary reported 
the bill with amendments. The amendments 
were in lines five and six to strike out the 
words ** any State, Terri 
tory, or District,’’ and in lines seven, eight, 
and nine to strike out the words ‘‘no per- 


within the limits of 


emptory or final judgment in the cause shall 
be rendered thereupon, but only a judgment 
of respondeat ouster,’’ and to insert in lieu 
thereof 
respondeat ouster: but this 
! 
A 


thereon shall be 
act shall not have 
efendant to a continu- 
ance of the cause beyond the term at which 


overruled;’’ so that 


‘* The judgime nt 
the effect to entitle the « 


such demurrer shall be 
the bill will read: 


Be iat enacted, &e., That in every case where a 
demurrer is interposed to an indictment, or to any 
count or counts thereof, or to any information in 
any court of the United States, the judgment there- 


upon shall be respondeat ouster; but this act shall 


not have the effect to entitle the defendant to acon- || 
tinuance of the cause beyond the term at which such | 


demurrer shail be overruled. 

Mr. WRIGHT. 
reported from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and I should like to make an inquiry of the 
chairman of the committee in regard to it. I 


have no doubt it is all right, but I should be | 


very glad to have him explain the reason for it 
Mr. TRUMBULL 


is simply to prevent a final judgment being 


entered up where « party demurs to an indict- | 


ment or some of the counts of the indictment, 
without allowing the case to go to trial. It 
wis brought to the 
that there were cases where the court, if a 
demurrer was interposed to an indictment, 
entered up final judgment without giving the 
party an opportunity to plead and go to trial. 
Mr. WRIGHT. iintered up judgment 
against the defendant ? 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Entered up judgment 


against the defendant. That is the whole | 


object of the bill. 
fhe VICK PRESIDENT. The amend 
ments reported by the committee will be re- 
garded as agreed to if there be no objection, 
and the bill is open to further amendment. 
Mr. THURMAN. I will state to the Sen- 


It isa bill to regulate || jike to know what ad yantage can be gained 


{ understand this bill was | 


The object of the bill | 


notice of the committee | 


| 





ator from Iowa that the amendments simply | 


strike out superfluous words. The effect of 
the bill when amended is precisely the same 
as before, except that some superfluous words 
are stricken out of the bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS 
to the bill 

lhe bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

POLITICAL DISABILITIES 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
hour has expired, and the amnesty bill is 
before the Senasfe, being the bill (H. R. No. 
880) for-the removal of political and legal dis- 
abilities imposed by the third section of the 
fourteenth article of amendments to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and the pending 


| RILL. | 


received at a later day from the House of 
Representatives. A division of the motion 
has been demanded, and the first question 
will be on the postponement. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to know 
of the Senator what is the object of taking up 
one bill rather than another. 
astrange proceeding, unless he has some secret 
about it that | do not understand. I should 


by taking up one bill rather than the other, 
because if we take up the last bill that came 
to us it is subject to the same amendments, 
the same delay, and the same debate. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I will reply to the 
honorable Senator’s question by stating that 
the bills are somewhat different. The last bill 
is somewhat more liberal than the first. 
is my reason. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May [ask my friend from 
South Carolina why he does not propose to 
amend this bill, as we have it in hand, to make 
it conform to what he wishes it to be? 

Mr. ROBERTSON. The other bill is un- 
amended and it suits my views better than the 
first bill. However, I shall cheerfully acqui- 
esce in the sense of the Senate. I wish to get 


| the sense of the Senate upon that matter, as to 


which bill they prefer. 
Mr. CHANDLER addressed the Senate. 
{| His speech will be published in the Appendix. ] 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. An- 
THONY in the chair.) The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from South Carolina, to 


| postpone the further consideration of this bill. 


Mr. ROBERTSON. The object of this 
motion is to see which bill the Senate prefer, 
whether they prefer to continue the considera 
tion of and to pass House bill No. 380, which 
has been under consideration, or the last bill 
which came from the House. I make this 
motion with the understanding that if it is 
carried we shall take up the bill which last 
came from the House. On this question I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas 
and nays have already been ordered. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Very well. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, before this 


| debate closes it seems to me I shall be justi- 
| fied in a brief reply to the most extraordinary, 


almost eccentric, argument by my excellent 
friend, the Senator from Maine, [Mr. Mor- 
He argued against the constitutionality 
of the pending amendment; you all remember 
with how much ingenuity and earnestness. I 


| shall not follow him in the details of that 


speech. I shall deal with it somewhat in the 


general, and part of the time I shall allow 
another to speak for me. 
But before I come upon that branch of the 


| case | feel that in justice to our colored fellow- 
| citizens I ought to see that they have a hear- 


ing on this floor. Senators whom they helped 
elect have shown no zeal fortheir rights. Sir, 
they have a title to be heard themselves. They 
are able; they can speak for themselves; but 
they are not here to speak. Therefore they can 


| only be heard through their communications. 


lhere can be no objection | 


question is on the motion of the Senator from | 


South Carolina, [Mr. Roperrson,] to post 
pone the present and all other orders for the 
purpose of considering another amnesty bill 


1 have here one that I have received from a 
member of the Virginia house of delegates. 
It came to my hands yesterday, and is dated 
‘* Richmond, January 29, 1872.’’ I wish the 
Senate would hear what this member of the Vir- 
ginia hease says on the pending amendment: 


HALL OF THE House or DELEGATES, 
Ricumonp, Virginia, January 29, 1872. 


Dear Str: No doubt you are pressed almost to 
death with petitions, all hoping to aid in the passage 
of your “ bill of justice.” 

I wish that I could say to you that I am an honor- 
able member of this body. reas cts an ostra- 
cised one, 

I could get thousands of signatures and petitions 
for the support of the supplementary civil rights 
bill had I the time to go to my constituents. We 
all want it to pass. We need it. Our success rests 
upon the passage of it. Weunderstand about social 
equality; it isnot that we want. We want our com- 
mou rights, like all men, 

Here in Richmond we are proscribed on all sides, 
A colored Senator and myself were prevented from 
going to look at a deceased Catholic bishop, while 


That | 


It seems to me | 
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| ginia, make this appeal through you to a 


| and all that is good and great, that equal ‘coy 





January 3], 


lying in state, by a policeman, on account of 
color. We can ride only in certain street, — 
and they are more or less filled with whites Ww 
cannot go in a decent place atthetheater, Woe. Ve 
not go to Theodore Thomas’ concert, because th 7 
was no separate place in the hall for “ niggers 
We, the representatives, sir, of thousands, feos), 
very keenly, and sume of us, although in our nar 
State, have seen better days in Massachusetts -"® 
We all, sir, the whole colored population of Vir 


Cars 


: : fener 
Senate, and pray for the sake of humanity, jye: 
| , 


‘ 


rights may be bestowed to a grateful and loya 
ple before disabilities shall have been strickey 


| those who struck at the very heartstrings of 4), 








! 
| Government. 


Yours, very respectfully, &., 
__R.G. L. PAIGE 
Member House of Delegates of 


Senator SuMNER. 


h irginia, 


Can any Senator listen to that appeal anq 
not feel that this Virginian begins to answer 
the Senatorfrom Maine? He shows an abyso. 
he testifies to grievance. Sir, that is the he, 
ning of the argument. My friend seemed 
almost to ignore it. He could not see 
abuse; he did not recognize the grievance 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senato- 
does not mean to do me any injustice, | s 
pose, or misrepresent me. 

Mr. SUMNER. Of course not. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I know he 
not given to that; but certainly he misrepre. 
sents me when he says that I did not see the 
grievance and did not recognize the diffien|ty 
to which he refers. I certainly did see it, and 
I certainly recognize it. The only differences 
between the Senator and myself, so far as the 
argument is concerned, is one simply of power 

Mr. SUMNER. i shall come to that. Bat 
first is the point whether the ~ enator recog. 
nizes the grievance; and here let me tell my 
excellent friend that did he see the grievance 
as this colored citizen sees it, did he feel it as 
this colored citizen feels it.. Sir, did he simply 
see it as I see it, he would find power enough 
in the Constitution to apply the remedy. | 
know the generous heart of the Senator, and | 
know that he could not hesitate did he really 
see this great grievance. He does not see 
in its proportions. He does uot see how in 
its real character it is such that it can be dealt 
with only by the national power. I drive that 
home to the Senator. It is the beginning 
of the argumeni in reply to him that the 
grievance is such that it can be dealt with ad 
quately only by Congress. Any oiher mode is 
neflicient, inadequate, absurd. I begin, there- 
fore, by placing the Senator in that position 
Unhappily he does not see the grievance. Le 
has no conception of its vastness extending 
everywhere, with ramifications in every State, 
yet requiring one uniform remedy which, from 
the nature of the case, can be supplied only by 
the nation. 

And now I come to the question of power; 


A})- 


| and here I must allow a colored fellow-citizen 


to be heard in reply to the Senator. I havea 
letter from E. A. Fulton, of Arkansas, now 
on a visit at Washington, dated January 30, 
1872, as follows: 
Hon. CuaRLes Sumner, United States Senate: 
Dear Sir: I am a colored man, resident of the 
State of Arkansas. , eeaes 
_I have seen and experienced much of the disabili- 
ties which rest upon my race and people from the 
mere accident of color. Grateful to God and the 
Republicans of this country for our emancipation 
and the recognition of our citizenship, I am never- 
theless deeply impressed with the necessity for tur- 
ther legislation in order for the perfection of our 
rights as American citizens. 


This colored citizen is impressed, as the Sen- 
ator is not, with the necessity of further legis: 
lation for the perfection of his rights as an 
American citizen. He goes on: 

Iam also thoroughly persuaded that this needed 
legislation should come from the national CUon- 
gress. 

He begins his reply to my friend: 


Local or State legislation will necessarily be par- 
tial and vacillating.. Besides, our experience is to 
the effect that the local State governments are 
unreliable for the enforcement or execution of laws 
for this purpose. 

In Arkansas, for example, a statute was enacted 
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he the General Assembly of 1868 for the purpose of 
ante equal rights of colored persons upon 
steamboats, railroads, and public 
veperally. The provisions of the statute were 
Femed good, if not entirely sufficient; yet to the 
nresent time gross indignities continue to be per- 
trated upon colored travelers, men and women, 
while those charged under oath to see the laws faith- 
fally executed look on with seeming heartless in- 
difference, while the law remains a dead letter on 
she statute-book. : ; ; 

‘With acare and anxiety which one vitally inter- 
ested alone can feel, I have examined and weighed 
this subject. 

Here. sir, he replies again to my friend. I 
chould like the Senator to notice the sentence 
[ have just read : 

With a care and anxiety which one vitally inter- 
ested alone can feel— 


ecuring the 


thoroughfares | 


which, of course, my friend cannot feel, as he 


has not that vital interest—- 
[have examined and weighed this subject. 

What does he say? 

[am fully persuaded that nothing short of national 
legislation and national authority for its enforcement 
will be found sufficient for the maintenance of our 
God-given rights as men and women, citizens of this 
great and free country. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. As my honor- 
able friend emphasizes that particular point, 
will he be kind enough to say whether he 
reads that letter as an authority showing that 
Congress has the power to do what he asks, 
or whether itis simply an individual opinion 
that some such legislation is necessary ? 

Mr. SUMNER. I think wy friend must 
know that I do not read this letter as an 
authority as he uses the term. By and by | 
shall come to the authority. 
opinion of a colored citizen—— 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. As to the neces- 
sity of legislation ? 

Mr.SUMNER. Who has felt the grievance 
and testifies that the remedy can only be through 
thenation. There is where he differs from my 
friend. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I have not stated | 


If the Senator chooses to make an issue | 


that. 
with me, I should like to have him make it on 
the point. 
to me that the colored people think there ought 
to be legislation by Congress. The question 
between the Senator and myself is precisely 
this: what is your authority ? 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; I amcoming to 
that. This is only the beginning. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. When you come 
to that, and make an issue with me, I shall be 
ready to answer. 

Mr. SUMNER. I shall come to that in due 
season and give to the Senator the opportunity 
he desires. I shall speak to the question of 
power. Meanwhilel proceed with the letter: 


viet | 
I have read with joy your recently presented sup- 


plemental civil rights bill. 
approval, 
humanity I pray you press its enactment to a suc- 
cessful consummation. 

Such a law, firmly enforced, coupled with com- 
plete amnesty— 


It meets my hearty 


You see the point, Mr. President—‘‘coupled | 


with complete amnesty’’— 


for political offenses to those who once held us in 
ondage, will furnish,as I believe, the only sound 
basis of reconstruction and reconciliation for the 
South. The colored people are not opposed to am- 
nesty to late rebels when that measure shall be 
coupled with a guarantee of all their rightsto them, 
thus securing in fact, as well as in theory, for all 
men, “equality before the law.”’ 
am, sir, very respectfully, yours, ‘ é 
KE. A. FULTON. 

Now, my friend will not understand that I 
exaggerate this letter. I do not adduce it as 
authority, but simply as testimony, showing 
what an intelligent colored fellow-citizen thinks 
with regard to his rights on two important 
points much debated: first ac to the necessity 
of remedy through the national Government, 
and, secondly, as tothe importance of uniting 
this assurance of equal rights with amnesty, 
80 that the two shall go together. 

Before coming to the authority on which my 
friend seems so anxious, I call attention to 
another communication, from the president 
of the Georgia Civil Rights Association, which 


It is not necessary to read evidence | 


In the name of God and down-trodden | 


| I think I ought to read to the Senate. 
| addressed to me officially; and if I do not read 


| then be complete ”’ 


It is 


it the Senate will not have the benefit of it. 
There is no Senator from Georgiato speak for 
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| 
| 


| 
i 
| 
| 


the Civil Rights Association. I shall let them | 


speak by their president: 
Aveusta, Groretra, January 24, 1872. 
Hon. CHARLES SUMNER. 

Dear Sir: I thank you for the Globe and a copy 
of the speech which you kindly sent me. I realize 
more and more, every day, the necessity of such a 
measure of justice as your “‘supplemental bill.’’ 
When that becomes alawthe freedom of my race 
will then be complete. 

[call attention to that point. ‘‘ The freedom 
of my race will then be complete.’’ He re- 
gards this law as essential to complete the 
abolition of slavery, and I hope you will not 
forget this judgment, because it will be im 
portant at a later moment in vindicating 
constitutional power of Congress. ‘‘ When 
that becomes alawthe freedom of my race will 
—not before, not till then, 
not till the passage of the supplemental civil 
rights bill. Until then slavery still exists. 
Such, sir, is the statement of one oncea slave, 


| and who knows whereof he speaks; nor can it 


be doubted that he is right. He proceeds: 

I cannot conceive how any Senator can hesitate 
in the support of such a bill while zealously advo- 
cating amnesty. Weask not that Congress should 
attempt to legislate upon a subject that in anyway 


|| changes the social status of the citizen, for tha tis a 


1 read it as the | 











matter that will in the very nature of things regu- 
late itself according to the taste of individuals; 
but we ask that justice may be done to usand thata 
colored man shall not be made the subject of wrong 
simply because he is colored. 

I am not opposed to amnesty, but it is strange to 
see Senators after being elevated to power by col- 
ored either directly or indirectly, prating 
about the disabilities imposed upon a few thousand 
men that would displace them to-day had they the 
power, willing to continue disabilities, incurred by 
no actof their own, upon millions of fellow-citizens 
and sharers of a common destiny. Many of the 
Senators who are opposing this act of justice to the 
colored race, advocating amnesty, &e., have had no 
companions, especially when seeking their present 
positions, but colored men. The disabilities of their 
friends they would continue and remove those of 
their enemies. This is a strange position for men 
occupying the most exalted station under our Goy- 
ernment to assume. 

Senators may assume to speak for colored 


votes, 
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of Mr. Sumner’s bill, were refused accommodations 
at the depot restaurant in Washington, and only 
succeeded in being entertained by insisting upon 
just treatment. It has searcely been three months 
since the secretary of the American legation at 
Port-au-Prince, Rev. J. Theodore Holly, with his 


| wife and three children, were refused a state-room 


i} on the steamer 


running between New Haven and 


New York city.” 
Then he shows the necessity : 
**Should Minister Bassett himself, indorsed by the 


Union League, return home and arrive late at night, 


there are probably not two hotels, such as a gentle- 
manof his station would wish to step at, where he 
could be accommodated; not a theater or place of 
amusement which he could visit without insult or 
degrading restrictions; not a church, except it be 
a Quaker or Catholic one, where he would not be 
shown into the gallery, or else made to feel 
uncomfortable, so outrageous are the current Amer- 


be 


| ican ideas of common hospitality and refinement: 


the | 


men | 


and claim that they are notanxiousto havethe rights | 
secured by your bill accorded tothem: but you have | 


the support of the colored people, and I am satisfied 
that more anxiety is felt for the passage of your bill 
than existed when the reconstruction acts were pend- 
ing before Congress. 

How absurd it looks to colored 
of Senators declaiming about 
myth, when it is known that many of them have 
known nothing but socia! ostracism for years. The 
colored people by virtue of the ballot are a powerin 
the South, and no southern Senator isinsane enough 
to expect the support of those they would amnesty, 
and they certainly cannot reasonably expect our sup- 
port when they deny to us justice. 

No more bitter disappointment will ever be felt 
by the colored race than the defeat of your bill. 

We ask it as a matter of right, we demand it of 


inen to 


|| those placed in power by our votes as a matter of 


justice, and we appeal to some of those who pro- 
fessed to be our friends when seeking office at our 
hands,and not our enemies, to do for us what they 
would do for their enemies — relieve us of our dis- 


| abilities. 


No subsequent act of friendship will ever allay 
the bitterness or heal the feeling that will be engen- 
dered against southern Senators if they deny to us 
such a law, and now is their opportunity to give to 
the colored race the Magna Charta of our liberties. 
I sincerely hope and pray that the bill may pass. 

As ever, yours, gratefully, ee ; 

EDWIN BELCHER, 
President Georgia Civil Rights Association, 

This instructive letter is full of wise warn- 
ing, to which we cannot be indifferent. 
testimony, but it is also an argument 

The testimony to the necessity of this meas- 
ure comes not only from Georgia, but even 
from Pennsylvania. Ihave in my hands an 
article by Richard T. Greener, the principal 
of the colored institute at Philadelphia, in 
which he vindicates the pending bill. I shail 


read but a brief passage, and simply in reply | 


i} 


to the Senator from Maine, on the question 
of the necessity of congressional action. Mr. 
Greener is no unworthy representative of his 
race. He knows well how to vindicate their 
rights. Here is what he says: 

**Not three weeks ago the committee which 
waited on the President from this city, in behalf 


’ 


hear | 
‘social equality” a | 


It is | 


| 


| the religion which the latter preached a sham.’ 


for human rights. 


| 


so vindictive is this persecution of a humble class 
ot your fellow-citizens; so transparent this heathen- 
saving, stained-glass-window Christianity, which 
makes God and Christ respecters of persons, and 


Phis same eloquent colored writer proceeds: 


‘*Our former silence, our patient endurance, has 
been misconsirued. We were hoping that an innate 
sense of justice would do away with this senseless 
prejudice. We have hoped in vain, and now plainly 
see that nothing but agitation will obtain justice. 

‘We were patient in former days because we had 
no redress, not because we were satisfied. To-day 


| we have the ballot, and we intend to use it as we 
| used our muskets in the war, to obtain every civil 


right which pertains to any other citizen of this 
country. Nothing less will satisfy us. 

‘From the Democratic party, which has consist- 
ently opposed us from emancipation to enfranchise- 
nent, we expect and ask nothing. Fromths pseudo- 
Republicans, who follow the victorious army for the 


| spoils alone, we would have nothing; but from the 
| honorable Republicans, who really believe in the 


principles of the party, we demand the passage of 
Senator SuMNER’s bill as a test of the sincerity of 
their intentions toward us, 

“We have watched closely the debates on this 
measure, and understand, we think rather clearly, 


| both the parliamentary tacties by which it will be 


defeated, if it be defeated, and the eleventh-hour 
support which some have given it.” 


Then he vindicates the pending measnre and 


| asks for a two-thirds vote: 


“The supplementary bill ought to pass by a two- 
thirds vote. If it passes by a simple majority, we 


shall, of course, be satisfied, and understand tho 


reason why. If Republican Senators, elected by 
colored votes, give their influence and votes against 
this measure, it might be well for them to remember 
that negroes, along with instinct, have ‘terrible 
Inemories, 

And now, sir, after these brief illustrations 
where our colored [fellow-citizens have spoken 
for themselves, showing the necessity of legis- 
lation by the nation, because only through the 
nation can the remedy be applied, I come to 
the precise argument of the Senator. He asks 
for the power. Why, sir, the Constitution is 
full of power; it is overrunning with power. | 
find it not in one place or in two places or three 
places, but I find it almost everywhere, from 
the preamble to the last line of the last amend- 
ment. I find it in the original text and our 
recent additions, again and again. I fiad it, 
still further, in that great rule of interpretation 
conquered at Appomattox, which, far beyond 
the surrender of Lee, was of infinite importance 
to this Republic. I say a new rule of inter- 
pretation for the Constitution, according to 
which, in every clause and every line and 
every word, it is to be interpreted uniformly 
Before the rebellion the 
rule was precisely opposite. The Constitution 
was interpreted always, in every clause and 
line and word, for human slavery. Thank 
God, it is all changed now. There is another 
rule, and the Vonstitution, from beginning to 
eud, speaks always forthe rights of man. That, 
sir, is the newrule. That, sir, is the great vic 
tory of the war, for in that are consummated all 
the victories of many bloody fields ; not one vic 
tory or two, but the whole—flaming in tho- 
principles of Liberty and Equality which are 
now the best part of the Constitution. 

My excellent friend from Maine takes no 
notice of all this. He goes back for his rule 
to those unhappy days before the war. He 
makes that sysiem of interpretation, born of 
slavery, his guide. With such a guide how 
can he arrive at any conclusion otherwise than 
alien to human rights? He questions every- 
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thing; denies everything. 
for anything unless it be distinctly written in 
positive and precise words. He cannot read 
between the lines; he cannot apply a generous 
principle which will codrdinate everything 
there in harmony with the Declaration of 
Independence. 

When I allude to the Declaration I know 
well the way with which such an allusion is 
received on this floor. I have lived througha 
period of history, and do not forget that I 
here heard that great title-deed arraigned as 
a ‘‘self-evident lie’ There are Senators 


with it as a rule of interpretation. I am not 
frightened, Sir, I insist that the Constitution 
must be interpreted by the Declaration, I 
insist that the Declaration is of equal and 
coUrdinate authority with the Constitution 
itself. I know, sir, the ground on which I 
stand, I need no volume of law, no dog- 
eared book, no cases to sustain me, Every 





lawyer is familiar with the great fundamental | 
beginning of the British constitution, Magna | 


Charta. But what is Magna Charta? Sim- 
ply certain concessions wrung by barons of 
iengland from an unwilling monarch ; not 
an act of Parliament, nothing constitutional, 
in our sense of the term; simply a declaration 
of rights; and such, sir, was the Declaration 


of Independence. And now, sir, | am prepared | 


to insist that, whenever you are considering 
the Constitution, so far as it concerns human 
rights, you must bring it always to that great 
touch stone; 
the Constitution can never be interpreted in 
any way inconsistent with the Declaration. 
Show me any words in the Constitution appli- 
cable to human rights, and I invoke at once the 
yreat truths of the Declaration as the abso- 
lute guide in determining their meaning, Is 
it a question of power? Then must every 
word in the Constitution be interpreted so that 
Liberty and Equality do not fail, 

My excellent friend from Maine takes no 
notice of this. He goes back to the early days 
when the Declaration was denounced as ‘a 
self-evident lie,’’ and the Constitution was 
interpreted always in the interest of slavery. 
Sir, L object to this rule. I protest against it 
with all my mind and heart and soul. I insist 
that just the opposite must prevail, and I start 
in the argument with this assumption. I shall 
not make a long argument, for the case does 
not require it. I desire to be brief. You 
know the amendment, being article thirteen: 

“Sreorron Ll. Neither slavery nor involuntary ser- 
vitude, except asa punishment for crime whereof 
the party shall have been duly convicted, shali exist 


within the United States, or any place subject to 
their jurisdiction. 


‘Sec. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this 
article by appropriate legislation.”’ 

Here is an amendment abolishing slavery. 
Does it abolish slavery half. three quarters, or 
wholly? Here | know no half, no three quar- 
ters; | know nothing but the whole. And I say 
the article abolishes slavery entirely, every- 
where throughout this country. It abolishes it 
rootand brauch. It abolishes it in the general 
andthe particular. It abolishes it in length and 
breadth and then in every detail. Am I wrong? 
Any other interpretation belittles the great 
amendment and allows slavery still to linger 
among us in some of its insufferable preten- 
sions. Sir, | insist upon thorough work. When 
I voted for that article I meant what it said, 
that slavery should cease absolutely, entirely, 
aud completely, But, sir, Congress has already 
given its testimony as to the true meaning of 
this article. Shortly after its adoption, it passed 
what is known as the civil rights law, by which 
the courts of justice throughout this country, 
State as well as national, were opened to col- 
ored persons, and they were authorized not 
only to sue and be sued, but also to testify, an 
important right which had been denied most 
cruelly even in many of the northern States, 
making the intervention of the nation neces- 





He finds no power | 


now who, while hesitating to adopt that vulgar | 
extravagance of dissent, are willing to trifle | 


; upon it? 


| or hesitation ? 


the two must go together, and || 


| forward his bill? 
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sary, precisely as it is necessary now. That 
law was passed by both Houses of Congress, 
vetoed by the President, and passed then bya 
two-thirds vote over the veto of the President ; 
and all done in pursuance of this power. 

** Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation.’’ 

Remark, if you please, the energy of that 
expression; I have often had occasion to call 
attention to it. It is a departure from the old 
language of the Constitution. 


“The Congress shall have power to make all laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into 
execution the foregoing powers.” 


It is stronger, it is more energetic: 

** Congress shall have power to enforce "— 

Mark, sir, the vivacity of the word— 
**to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.”’ 

The whole field of apt legislation is open 
to be employed by Congress in enforcing abo- 
lition. Congress entered upon that field and 
passed the civil rights acts. And who among 
us now, unless it be one of my friends on the 
other side, who questions the constitutionality 
of thatact? Does any one? Does any one 
doubt it? Does any one throw any suspicion 
Would any one have it dropped 
from our statute-book on any ground of doubt 


category, | know him not. 
like to have him declare himself. I will cheer- 
fully yield the floor to any one who is willing 


to declare his doubts of the constitutionality | 


of the civil rights act. [After waiting a mo- 
ment. | Sir, there is no Senator who doubts it. 
Now, how can any Senator, recognizing the 


| constitutionality of the civil rights act, doubt | 
| the supplementary measure introduced by me? 
If you doubt | 

lf you go | 


Each stands on the same bottom. 
one, you must doubt the other. 
against my amendment, yournext move should 


be to repeal the existing civil rights act as | 
Why does | 


inconsistent with the Constitution. 
not my excellent friend from Maine bring 
Why does he not invite the 
Senate to commence the work of desiruction, 


| to tear down that great remedial statute? Why 
|| is he silent. 


Why does he hang back, and 
direct all his energies against the supplement- 
ary measure, which depends absolutely upon 
the same constitutional power? If he is in 


| @arnest against the pending amendment, he 


must show the same earnestness against the 
original act. 

When I assert that Congress has ample 
power over this question | rely upon a well- 
known text often cited in this Chamber, 


|| often cited in our courts—the judgment of the 


Supreme Court pronounced by Chief Justice 
Marshall in the case of McCulloch vs, State 
of Maryland, from which I will read a brief 
paragraph: 

“But the argument on which most reliance is 


placed is drawn from the peculiar language of this 
clause. Congress is not empowered by it to make 


| all laws which may have relation to the powers 


conferred on the Government, but such only as may 
be ‘necessary and proper’ for carrying them into 
execution. The word ‘necessary’ is considered as 
eontrolling the whole sentence, and as limiting the 
right to pass laws for the execution of the granted 
powers to such as are indispensable, and without 
which the power wonld be nugatory, that it excludes 
the choice of means, and leaves to Congress, in each 
case, that only which is most direct and simple.” 


These words show how the case was pre- 


sented to the court. Here is the statement 
of John Marshall: 


“We admit, as all must admit, that the powers of 
the Government are limited, and that its limits are 
not to be transcended. But we think the sound 
construction of the Constitution must allowto the 
national Legislature that discretion with respect to 
the means by which the powers it confers are to 
be carried into execution, which will enable that 
body to perform the high duties assigned to it in 
the manner most beneficial to the people. Let 
the end be legitimate, let it be within the scope 
of the Constitution, and all means which are ap- 
propriate, which are plainly adapted to that end, 
which are not prohibited, but consistent with the 
letter and spirit of the Constitution, are constitu- 
tional.”—4 Wheaton’s Heports, pages 413, 421. 


In other words, the Supreme Court will 
not undertake to sitin judgment on the means 





If there is any Senator in this | 
I really should 
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employed by Congress in carrying out a pow 
which exists in the Constitution. Now es 
power plainly exists in the Constitution: ? Pa 
to abolish slavery, and itis for Congress in ite 
discretion to select the means. Msade i 
selected the civil rights law as the first mean 
for enforcing the abolition of slavery, | a 
it to select the supplementary bill now pend. 
ing as other means to enforce that abolitic 
One of the letters that | have read to-day from 
a leading colored citizen of Georgia ggiq. 
‘‘When that becomes a law the freedom of 
my race will then be complete.”’ [tis not com 
plete until then, and therefore, in securing tha: 
freedom, in other words in enforcing the cor 
stitutional amendment, Congress is com] letel, 
authorized to pass the bill which [ have felt 4 
my duty to introduce and which is now moved 
on the amnesty bill. r 
I might proceed with this argument. By; 
details would take time, and I think they are 
entirely needless. The case is too strong. | 
needs no further argument. You have th: 
positive grant of power. You have already 
one instance of its execution, and you haye 
the solemn decision of the Supreme Court o} 
the United States declaring that it is in th 
discretion of Congress to select the means jy 
which to enforce the powers granted. Hoy. 
sir, can you answer thisconclusion? How cay 
my excellent friend answer it? 
Were i not profoundly convinced that the 
conclusion founded on the thirteenth amend. 
ment was unanswerable, so as to make further 
discussion surplusage, | should take up the 
fourteenth amendment and show how, in the 
first place, we have there the definition of a 
citizen of the United States, and then in the 
second place, an inhibition upon the States, s 
that they cannot make or enforce any law which 
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of 
citizens of the United States; nor deny to any 
person within its jurisdiction the equal prot 
tion of the laws. And here again Congress 
is empowered to enforce these provisions by 
appropriate legislation. Surely, if there wer 
any doubt in the thirteenth amendment, as 
there is not, it would be all removed by th 
supplementary amendment. Here ia the detin 
ition of citizenship, and the right to the equal 
protection of the laws, in other words, citizen- 


lition 


ship and equality, both placed under the safe 


guard of the nation. Whatever will fortils 


| these is within the power of Congress, by ex 


press grant. But if these are interpreted by 
the Declaration of Independence, as | insis', 
the conclusion is still more irresistible. 

But | have not done with my friend. I am 


| going to hand him over to be answered by one 
of his colored fellow-citizena who has no privi- 
| lege on this floor. 

| face to face with my excellent friend, the Sen 
| ator from Maine. 
| argument in one of the papers of the day. | 


1 put George 'T. Downing 
The Senator will find his 


shall only read enough to stow that he under 


|| stands the question, even constitutionally : 


_“*But I come directly,’’ says he, ‘‘to ‘ misconcep- 
tion ’—to thwarting justice. ‘he Senator’’— 

Referring to the Senator from Maine— 

*‘ opposes Senator SUMNER’sS amendment; he says it 
‘invokes an implication of some principle or pro- 
vision of the Constitution somewhere, or an impli- 
cation arising from the general fitness of things pos- 
sibly, to enable it to invade the domiciliary rights 
of the citizens of a State,’ ” 

These were the precise words of the Sen- 
ator; | remember them well: I was astonished 
at them. I could not understand under what 
delusion, hallucination, or strange ignus faluus 
the Senator was led into such an idea that in 
this bill there is any suggestion of invading the 
domiciliary rights of the citizens of the States. 
Why, sir, the Senator bas misread the bill. | 
will not say he has not read it. He certain'y 
has misread it, and now let our colored fellow: 
citizen answer him: 

IT do not speak unadvisedly when I declare that 
no such end is desired by a single intelligent colored 
man; nosuch design can be gleaned from any word 
ever spoken by CHARLES SUMNER; his amendment 


cannot by any reasonable stretch of the imagination 
be open to the implication.” 
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Not a Senator, not a lawyer says that; it is 


snly one of our colored fellow-citizens whom 
the Senator from Maine would see shut out of 
cars, shut out of the hotels, his children 
chut out from schools, and himself shut out 
fenm churches, while the Senator would do 
vathing because Congress is powerless! Our 
colored fellow-citizen proceeds: 


“The amendment says that all citizens, white and 
hjgek, are entitled to the equal andimpartial enjoy- 
oot of any accommodation, advantage, facility or 
vilege furnished by common carriers, by inn- 

sepers. by licensed theaters, by managers of com- 
00 schools supported by general taxation, or 
wythorized by law, Does any of the same invade 
the domiciliary rights of a citizen in any State? 

That is not my language, sir; it is Mr. 
Downing’s language. 
“Could any man, white or black, claim a right of 
entrance into the domicile of the poorest, the hum- 

wt. the weakest citizen of the State of Maine by 
yptueof Mr. SuMNER’S amendment when it shall 
hecome & law? Certainly not, A man’s private 

nicile is his own castle; no one, with even kingly 
»eetensions, dare force himself over its threshold. 
But the public inn, the public or common school, 
the public place of amusement, as well as common 
carriers, oe the special protection of law, cre- 
ated through its action on the plea and for the benefit 
of the public good, have no such exclusive right as 
the citigen may rightfully claim within his home: 
and itseems to me to be invoking the aid of an un- 
holy prejudice in attempting to force the idea that 
Mr. SUMNER desires, or that the colored people, in 
petitioning for civil rights, are designing to break 
into social cireles against the wish of those who 
eompose them. I spurn the idea; my self-respect 
revolts at it; my self-interest says no; 1 would lose 
in too many cases by any such leveling process.”’ 


it is dificult to answer that, 
proceeds ; 


“T have the testimony of Senator Morritt, this 
same Senator, to the fact ‘that equality before the 
law, without distinction of race or color,’ is a con- 
stitutional right, for we have his declaration to that 
efiect recorded; and further setting forth that it is 
‘the duty of the circuit court of the United States 


the 


to afford a speedy and convenient means for the | 
arrest and examination of persons charged with a | 


, 


disregard of the same.’ 
April, 1860.) 

I have not verified this reference; | read it 
as I find it here. The Senator will know 
whether he has heretofore employed such gen 
erous language in just couformity with the 
Constitution, Assuming now that the Senator 
has used this language, I think, as a lawyer, 
he will feel that Mr. Downing has the better of 
him. 
will confess. 


(See proceedings of Senate, 


‘The writer proceeds : 


“If equality before the law be a constitutional | 


right, as testified to by Mr, Morpiuu, and if it be 


the duty of the Federal courts to protect the same, | 


as he further affirms, is not all eonceded as to the 
rigut ot Congress to act in the casein question when 
it is shown that the public inn, the public school, 
the common carrier are necessary institutions under 
the control of law, where equality without regard to 
race or color may be enforced? Cun there be any 
qguestionas to thesame? I furtherinyoke the letter 
of the Constitution in behalf of congressional action 
to protect me in the rights of an American citizen; 
for instance’ — 


Again I say, this is not the argument of a 


Senator, nor of a lawyer, but only of one of | 


those colored fellow-citizens that my friend 
would throw overboard— 


“for instance, that article which says ‘the judicial 
power shall extend to all cases in law and equity 
arising under the Constitution.’ If equality before 
the law be, as Mr. Morritt has declared, a constitu- 
tional right, the judicial power of the United States 
reaches the same. Another seetion says ‘the cit- 
izens of each State shall be entitled to all the priy- 
ileges and immunities of citizens in the several 
States.’ ” 


The writer then proceeds. He is not con- 
tent with one clause of the Constitution: 


** Another section says ‘no State shall make or 
enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges 
or immunities of citizens of the United States.’ 
Another section says ‘the United States shall 
guaranty to every State in the Union a republican 
form of government.’ The section last cited gon- 
templates a case where a controlling power shall 
Strive to have it otherwise, and the subordinated 
individuals need proteetion, Congress is left the 
judge of what constitutes a republican form of gov- 


ernment, and consequently of the rights incidental 
thereto,” 


Then again : 
“Another section says ‘the Constitution and the 
laws of the United States, which shall be made in 
ursuance thereof, shall be the supreme law of the 


and,’ Another section says that ‘Congress has 
power to make all laws which shall be necessary 


The writer | 


Il ask my friend to listen, and perhaps he | 


and proper for carrying into execution the powers 
invested by the Constitution in the Government of 
the United States.’ Will it be said that the power 
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is not vested in the Government of the United States | 


to protect the rights of its citizens, and that itis not 
necessary and proper todo so? 


“The Senator admits that the colored people | 


occupy a peculiar relation. They having been out- 
raged, he says, ‘it became necessary to proceed to 
enact that this new relation of this new class of cit- 


izens should be recognized, and that their rights | 


should be protected.’ 

**The Senator admitsthat there is a constitutional 
inhibition against proscribing men because of their 
race or color in the enjoyment of rights and privi- 
leges, but he denies the existence of aconstitutional 
right on the part of Congress to actin defense of the 
supreme law when «State may disregard the Con- 
stitution in this respect. I read the Constituiion 
otherwise. I conclude that when the supreme law 
says of right a thing shall not be, Congress, which 
has that supreme law as its guide and authority, has 
the power to enforce the same. 

‘**Recurring again to the social intercourse idea, I 


| remark that if there be any power under our Gov- 
ernment that can be invoked to compel an invasion || 
into @ social circle, that power is the ballot, which 


it will be more 


is alseady in the colored man’s hand; 
lan any enactment which looks simply to 


potent t 


| securing equality before the law in public matters. 


But this ballotin the white man’s hand, from the 


| commencement of the Government until to-day, has 


not enabled him to do it, and I cannot conceive of 
the wondrous magic, the mighty power, the irresist- 
ible force in the colored man, which will enable him 
to effect an achievement which others more favored 


| have not dreamed of.” 





| of his own cause and 
| espoused by the Senator. Mr. Downing placed 


That, sir, is the reply of a colored fellow 
citizen to the speech of my excellent friend. I 


| ask Senators to sit in judgment between the 


speech and the reply. I ask if my excellent 
friend is not completely answered by George T. 
Downing? If Mr. Downing has been able 
to do this, it is because of the innate strength 
the weakness of that 


himself on the texts of the Constitution and 


interpreted them liberally, justly, for the rights | 


of his race. The Senator from Maine placed 
himself on those same texts, but surrendered to 
that malignant interpretation which prevailed 
before the war and helped precipitate the re 
bellion. The Senator made a Democratic 


| argument; he snatched his reasons from those 





—— 
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| 


| 


| overturn it 


. 
old speeches with which in other days we were 
so familiar in this Chamber. 

Now, sir, I ask you is not the constitution- 
ality of this measure vindicated? Does any 


one really doubt its constitutionality ? Can 
any one show areason againstit? Sir, itis as 
constitutional as the Constitution itself. You 


may arraign that great charter; you may call 
it in doubt; you may say that itis imperfect, 
that it is wrong; but I thank God it exists to be 
our guide and master, so that even my excellent 
friend, the able and ingenious Senator, drawing 
inspiration from ante bellum arguments, when 
State Rights were the constant cry, and from 
Democratic speeches in other days, cannot 
The Constitution still lives, and 
as long as it lives, it must be interpreted by 
the Declaration of Independence to advance 
human rights. 


This is my answer to the Senator on the | 


question of power to which he invited atten- 
tion. I have spoken frankly, but 1 hope not 
unkindly; but on this question [ must be 
plain and open. But this is not all. 

Sir, there is a new power in our country. 
I have alluded to a new rule of interpreta- 
tion; I allude now to a new power ; it is the 
colored people of the United States counted 
by the million; a new power with votes, and 
they now insist upon their rights, They 
appear before you in innumerable petitions, 
in communications, in letters, all praying for 
their rights. They appeal to you in the name 
of the Constitution which is for them a safe- 
guard ; in the name of that great victory over 
the rebellion through which peace was sealed ; 
and they remind you that they mean to follow 
up their appeal at the ballot-box. I have here 
an article in the last New National Era, of 
Washington, a journal edited by colored per- 
sons—Frederick Dougl iss is the distingui shed 
editor—and known to be devoted to the pres- 
ent Administration. What does it say? 

‘Here, then, is a measure just and necessary, the 
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embodiment of the very principles upen which the 
Government is founded, and which distinguish it 
from monarchical and aristocratic Governments—a 
measure upon which there should be no division in 
the Republican party in Congress, and of which 
there is no question as to its being of more import- 
ance than amnesty. Without this measure ampesty 
will be acrime merciless to the loyal blacks of the 
South and an encouragement of treason and traitors. 
We have met colored politicians from the South who 
think that the amnesty proposition is an attempt te 
gain the good will of the white voters of the South 
at the expense of the colored voters. Should this feel- 
ing become general among the colored people there 
is danger of a division of the colored yote te such an 
extent as to defeat the Republican party. Give us the 
just measure of protection of our civil rights before 
the pardoning ot those who deuy us our rights and 
who would destroy the nation, and the colored peo- 
ple can feel assured that they are not to be forced 
into a baek seat and that traitors are not to be 
exalted,” 


Is not that natural? If you, sir, were a 
colored citizen, would you not write so also? 
Would vou not insist that you should doubt 
any political party pretending to be your 


| friend that failed in this great exigency? I 


know vou would. Iknow that you would take 
your vote in your hand and insist upon using 
it so as to secure your own rights. 

This is not the only testimony. Here is 
another letter which came this morning signed 
by ‘fan enfranchised Republican,’’ dated at 
Washington, and published in the New York 
Tribune. It is entitled ** President Grant and 
the colored people.’’ The writer avows him- 
solf in favor of the renomination of General 
Grant, and then says: 


““Among the colored people of the Seuth the im- 


| pression prevails that he has discriminated against 


| for their rights. 


them in thedistribution of patronage, and that it has 

not been strictly on the ground of merit. The feel- 

ing has prevailed that they and their friends were cul- 

pably lett to fate and the merciless sywpathy of the 

murdering Ku Klux organizations very much longer 

than they would have been had they all been white.” 
He then proceeds; 


‘The President’s unfortunate reply to the colored 
delegation which lately waited on him will not tend 
toallay that feeling. He found time to examine the 
Constitution and the laws in thy interest of rebels 
he admits that he bas not done so in the ipteresi of 
the loyal colored citizen; he has doubts as to the 
right to fully protect him by action of Congress ia 
his civil rights; in the right to be entertained like 
any otber traveler ina public inn. He would leaye 
the poor colored man with no prestige, with buta 
limited influence to contend against fearful odds, 
wealthy corporations, long-existing prejudice; with- 
out the just sympathy and assistance proposed, for 
instance, in Mr, SuMNeER’S supplementary civil 
rights bill. 

If the President hopes to have the vote of the 
colored people, who desire to give it to him, and the 
influence and vote of a powerful, controlling, aggres 
sive Radical element, that is unyielding for the 
right, he must not, like Webster and Seward, lose 
his Oopportuygity by heeding the voice of a conserv- 
ative halting spirit.” 

He next calls attention to an important 
political fact: 

‘The late convention of the colored people of the 
South with wise discretion refused to commit itself 
to a presidential candidate. If a Republican Con- 
gress were to pass the amnesty bill, and reduse to 
pass the supplementary civil rights bill, the party 
could not calculate on the colors d vote; for in that 
case there will unquestionably be a new political 
combination more acceptable to the colored man 
than the Republican party.’’ 


And he concludes : 

“T have read this paper to a number of influen- 
tial colored persons, und the unanjmous remark has 
been that the time has come for an outspoken ex- 
pression.” 

Now, sir, in these instances you see a slight 
portraiture of a new power in the Jand, 4 polit- 
ical power which may turn the balance at any 
election, at a presidential election even, at a 
State election. Take for instance Pennsylva 
nia. There are colored voters in that State 
far more than enough to turn the scale one 
way or the other as they incline; and those 
voters, by solemy petition, now appeal to you 
The Senator from Maine 
rises in his place and gravely tells them that 
they are all mistaken, that Congress has no 
power to give them a remedy, and he deals 
out for their comfort an ancient Democratic 


| speech ! 


Sir, { trust that Congress will find that it 
has the power. One thing 1 know ; if it has 
the power to amnesty rebels it has the power 
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to do justice to colored fellow-citizens. The 
latter is much clearer than the former. I do 
not question the former; but I say to my excel 
lent friend from Maine that the power to 
remove the disabilities of our colored fellow- 
citizens is, if possible, stronger, clearer, and 
more transcendant than the other. Unques- 
tionably it is a power of higher necessity and 
dignity. The power to do justice leaps forth 
from every clause of the Constitution ; it stands 
on every word of its text; it is the inspiration 
of the whole charter. 

Mr. President, | did not intend to say so 
much. I rose to-day merely to enable the 
absent to speak, that colored fellow-citizens, 
whose own Senators, as they thought, had 
failed them, might be heard through their 
written word. I did not intend to add any 
thing of my own, but the subject is to me of 
such incalculable interest, and its right settle- 
ment is 80 essential to the peace of this coun- 
try, to its good name, to that reconciliation 
which we are all seeking, that I could not 
resist the temptation of making this further 
appeal. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Mr. President, 
the Senator from Massachusetts, while assum- 
ing to reply to aspeech which I had the honor 
to address to the Senate the other day upon 
the constitutional power of Congress to enact 


into a law an amendment offered by that Sen- | 


ator tothe pending bill, has in the closing part | 


of his speech assumed a tone and indulged in 
assumptions which if I were at ali sensitive I 
should say were extremely offensive. When 
that Senator finds no better argument for his 


proposition and no better means at hand to | 


answer an argument, as | thought candidly, 
I am certain sincerely, addressed to the judg- 
ment and sense of this Senate upon the exer- 
cise of their powers under the Constitution, 
than to tell the Senate that I have made it up 
out of ante-bellum Democratic speeches, he 
will hardly expect that I will admit that he 
has answered my argument, however I may 
fail to excuse him for the employment of 
such language in the Senate as applicable to 
myseif. 


‘Now, Mr. President, I must say that the | 


course of the honorable Senator upon this bill 
of his has been exceptional from the beginning. 
This bill is not to be carried, so far as that 
Senator is concerned, on argument. 
the beginning he has not addressed argument 
to the sense and judgment of the Senate, nor 
does he do it to day. He brought in a bill on 
this subject which he had referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. He knows that 
that committee were unanimously opposed 
to his bill, and upon the very ground which I 


From | 


have endeavored to present to the Senate, on | 


the ground that there was no authority in the 
Constitution to pass it. 
all upon the Senator. He does not defer to 
the judgment of that committee, although it is 
the legal organ of the Senate, nor does it make 
the slightest impression upon his judgment, 
certainly none upon his purposes. How does 
he answerthat? Ona former occasion he read 
fora whole day, during an entire session of 


That has no effect at |! 


the Senate, letters from all parts of the coun- | 


try from colored people to show—what? ‘To 
enlighten us upon our duties here? No, sir; 
to make an impression upon certain Senators 
in certain parts of this country who have a 


colored constituency ; to apply the lash to Sen- | 
ators here; instead of convincing their judg- | 


ment, to menace them wiih a new power that 


the honorable Senator tells you in closing has’ 


sprung up in the country. That is the prop: 
osition. No longer, Mr. President, is the 
Senate of the United States to be appealed to 
on its judgment and its legal sense when a 


great constitutional question is before us, but | 


we are to be told by the honorable Senator 


that a new power has sprung up in this country | 
by which bills are to be forced through the | 


Senate. Is not that so? 
Rising here to-day, as he ssid, to answer my 


argument. how has he answered it? 
had the grace to bring an argument here from 
a Mr. Downing, a colored citizen, a reputa- 
ble gentleman, no doubt; Ihave not the pleas 


He has | 


| of new provisions into the Constitution 
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ure of his acquaintance; but it is none the | 


less of an argument that it comes from a 
colored citizen; but is it an argument at all? 
Will that Senator say that that is an argu- 
ment? 


When Mr. Downing quotes from the | 


Constitution of the United States that it is a | 
duty of the Government of the United States | 


to guaranty a republican form of government 
to the States, will that Senator say that that 
justifies his bill? Why does he not say it if 
he means it? I challenged the Senator when 
he began to put his finger on that part of the 


|| under the thirteenth amendment. 


Constitution which justified this; and he brings | 


in Mr. Downing to say that it comes from that 


| clause in the Constitution which requires the 


Government of the United States to guar- | 


| anty republican institutions! Isthere a lawyer 
| in the land who believes that any such power 


| stitution ? 








can be drawn from that provision of the Con- 


it? He certainly has not said it; and I have 
no reason at all, therefore, to believe that he 
thinks so; but he brings in Mr. Downing to 
say so, and with an air of triumph calls upon 
me to answer, and calls upon the country to see 
how I am overthrown by Mr. Downing, ‘‘¢ 
colored fellow-citizen !”’ 

Now let us attend a moment to the honor- 
able Senator’s argument, for he did state one 
or two positions himself. He began by saying 
that the Constitution was full of power, run- 
ning over with power. Well, what is his first 
yroposition? Why, that the Declaration of 
diene is necessarily in the Constitu- 
tion, and he insisted that the Constitution of 
the United States should be interpreted by the 
Declaration of Independence. Does the Sen- 
ator mean that? 

Mr. SUMNER. I do. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Then I have 
pretty much done arguing with the Senator. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. SUMNER. I think you have. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That the Decla- 
ration of Independence is an influence, as I 
said the other day, nobody questions ; but that 
it is a power in the Constitution, and ought to 
be treated as a provision in the Constitution 
and as a substantive power, I did not suppose 
there was a boy anywhere in the land, who had 
ever seen or heard of a Jaw book, that could 
believe it. 

Mr. SUMNER. My friend will remember 
that I did not say the Declaration of Inde 
pendence was a substantive power. I said the 
Constitution of the United States in all its 
powers must be interpreted by the Declaration. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator 
said that the Declaration was as much an 
authority as the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; that I do say, 
certainly, and a little more. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Authority for 
what? That isthe question. Is it an author- 
ity by which the Senate of the United States 
can legislate? ‘That is the question. Is ita 
substantive power? If it isnot, whatever you 
may think of it, it is no justification at all for 
this bill. 

Now what is the next proposition of the 
honorable Senator? Finding the Constitution 
full of power, he begins with the Declaration 
of Independence, outside of it of course, and 
what is the next? The next proposition is 
that we have got a new interpretation of the 
Constitution. At the surrender, he says, at 
the overthrow of the rebellion, there came a 
new interpretation ofthe Constitution. Where? 
Whereby? How? He does not tell us; but 
he assumes that to be so, and in language lofty 
and sufficiently authoritative, one would think, 
the honorable Senator declares that, as a fact, 
we have a new interpretation of the Constitu- 
tion. New, indeed, so fur as the introduction 


Does the Senator himself believe | 
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| tion it would not be received. 
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b iS Con- 
cerned; but I deny that in any other conc 
whatever there is a new interpretation to } : 
. . : ) 

putupon the Constitution. Itisno such thing 
Nor does the honorable Senator Zive you the 
3 he 


slightest light on that subject why it js: } 


Se 


. . . ue 

simply contents himself with asserting that jt 

is so; and therefore being a new interpretati: 
atio 


of the Constitution, you can do precisely what 
you please. In other words, there is no limit. 
ation upon your power. 

So much for the next proposition of the 
orable Senator; but he went still further, and 
what is his third proposition? The third 
proposition is that he finds ample authority 
If he does 
he finds what no one else ever found before: 
and the honorable Senator from Massachusett. 
is utterly mistaken if he supposes that the ciyi] 
rights bill was drawn from the thirteenth amend- 
ment atall. I said the other day, and | need 
not repeat it now, that I did not question the 


hon- 


| constitutionality of the civil rights bill; bat jt 


would have been constitutional before the thir. 
teenth amendment; it was not drawn under 
that amendment, nor does it look to that at al! 
as its source of authority. It looks to that 
other provision of the Constitution in the 
fourth article, which provides for the equal 
privileges and immunities of the citizens in the 
several States. That is where its authority js 
found. ; 
Mr. President, this is all the reply that the 
Senator has deigned to make to my argument 
of the other day. These are all the author- 
ities, these are all the provisions of the Con- 
stitution to which he refers, although he tells 
you it is full and ample to justify the passage 
of this bill; but he contents himself with read- 
ing from Mr. Downing and other gentlemen 
whose names I do not now recollect. Now, | 
desire to call attention to a document which 
the honorable Senator has seen fit to intro- 
duce into this debate as illustrating a little the 
temper and the spirit with which my honor- 
able friend from Massachusetts conducts this 
debate. I adverted to it in the beginning. 
He reads from a letter, I think, addressed to 
himself 
Mr. SUMNER. No, it is not. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It may not be. 
[ see itis not. It is entitled ‘*Senator Sum- 
NER’S bilil.’’ Itis addressed ‘‘ to the editor of 
the Press,’’ and is dated at Philadelphia, Jan- 
uary 27, 1872, signed **R. T. G.’’ Of course 
[ have no means of knowing who R. 'T. G. is. 
Mr. SUMNER. I mentionedthe name. He 
is the principal of the colored institute, a young 
colored gentleman, a graduate of Harvard Uni- 
versity, an excellent scholar, and as the Sen- 





| ator will see a very excellent writer. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Iam ata loss 
to know whether this is introduced as an argu- 
ment upon the bill, or whether it is introduced 
to show the necessity for the bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. I saidI introduced that to 
show the necessity for the bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Very well. The 
Senator had a right to read this in his remarks. 
If it were addressed to the Senate as a peti- 
It is not respect- 
ful in its language. It makes allusions to the 
Senate of the United States which are offensive, 
which are a menace. It puts the colored peo- 
ple of this country in hostile array against the 
Senate of the United States. It says, sub- 
stantially, ‘If you do not pass Senator Sum- 
NER’S bill we will mark every one of you.”’ 
Let us see what it says: 

**We were hoping that an innate sense of justice 
would do away with this senseless prejudice. We 
have hoped in vain, and now plainly see that noth- 
ing but agitation will obtain justice. 

* We were patient in former days because we bad 


no redress, not because we were satisfied. To-day 
we have the ballot, and we intend to use it as we 


; used our muskets in the war, to obtain every civil 


right which pertains to any other citizen of this 
country.” . . . . s * 
*“We have watched closely the debates on this 
measure, and understand, we think, rat her clearly, 
both the parliamentary tactics by which it will be 
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iS Con- defeated, if it be defeated, and the eleventh-hour || Mr. THURMAN. Will the Senator from || Mr. CARPENTER obtained the floor. e 
Senge support which some have given it. ‘ ; Maine allow me a word? — ; || Mr. WILSON. I move that the Senate do a 
to be “From the pseudo-Republicans, who follow the Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Certainly. || now adjourn. a. 
thing, yjetorious army for the spoils alone, we would have Mr. THU RM AN. I do not quite understand Mr. ROBERTSON. Will the Senator with- ; on 
U the nothing bat from the mannan mapeniionne, wae these expressions of opinion which have been || draw his motion? iy 
is; he really ee ee cal tenner seeenrty ai ios a | given in regard to the bill which was before || Mr. WILSON. We cannot come to a vote i 
4€ smand the passage | en: > a os : oa , 
‘hat jt test of the sincerity of their intentions toward us.” the Judiciary Committee. The committee re- || to-night. 
tation Now, Mr. President, just consider: we are | ported adversely upon that bill. It made no | Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. I ask for 
what bere endeavoring to do what we think is just | written report, and stated no reason for its || the yeas and nays on that motion. 
imit- and fair to all the citizens of this country. All adverse report according to my recollection. || The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
of us, | am certain, are disposed to go just as I think I am quite right in that. taken, resulted—yeas 31, nays 25: as follows: 
> hon- far as our constitutional limits will permit us Mr. EDMl NDs. Yes, sir. YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Boreman, Brownlow, Cam- 
» and in the direction the honorable Senator from Mr. THURMAN. I donot know, then, that || eron, Carpenter, Chandler, Cole, Conkling, Corbett, 
ority told, and we are to be told through the lips of | were the opinions of the individual members | Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye. 
Coes, the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, |, of that committee. They did not see fit to lay | Osborn, Patterson. Pomeroy, Pool, Ramsey, Rice, 
lore ; that if we do not take his bill, about which || their individual opinions before the Senate as || S4mpyts Wyison. Windou) and ‘of Kenivaky, Dalle 
Isetts these people can know nothing in the legal || reasons for rejecting that bill. I suppose the || of West Virginia, Flanagan, Goldthwaite, Hamil- 
 Ciyi] sense, if we do not take a bill which the legal || truth to be, in respect to it, that some mem- |} ton of Maryland, Harlan, Ilill, Johnston, Kelly, 
iend- organ of this body tells us we cannot take with- || bers of the committee voted against it for one pachegg. Lawie, Degen, Norwood, Reswteen, Beas 
need out a violation of the Constitution, then what? || reason and others voted against it for another burman, Trumbull, Vickers, and West—25. F 
n the Then we are to be marked. || reason. ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Anthony, Bayard, 
rat it Mr, CARPENTER. Will my friend allow || Mr. EDMUNDS. Very likely. Foes aT Chesaaiee’ Wilders tie. eee 
thir- me to interrupt him for a moment? Mr. “THURMAN. That is the real truth || Scott, Sherman, Sprague, Stewart, and Tipton—17- 
nde Phi ORIEL oF Maine Corsini, | bout, Fra tne to tank ones, and b7 | Go the motion was agreed io and (ten 
“es Mr. CARP EN LEN. Lnadvertently, of course , “ae OK, Zor alucing || minutes past four o’clock p. m.) the Senate 
that unintentionally, the Senator misstates the con- || to the opinions of the Judiciary Committee adjourned 
the dition of the Judiciary Committee, so far as its || upon another question. I do not object, how- See eens mae 
‘qual action is concerned toward this bill. This bill, || ever, to anything he has said; but, as every ecaen : inns hid ase cia ich eR 
1 the that is, the present bill, as | understand, has || one seems to be making a clean breast of it, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
ty is never been before the committee. A bill sim- || | must say that for my part, as a member WepDNEspDAY, January 31, 1872. 
ilar to this, and possibly in the same phrase- of that committee, I voted against that bill, Tie Mian . — s ‘etal Pr: 
t the ology, at a former session was before the com- because I believed it to be unconstitutional. i ‘id Chan: ag 7 G "B - oe > 
nent mittee, when differently constituted than it is || That was the main motive, not the only one, of - fwd sey arenes 4 TEER, Ay OP. 
hor- now. but the main motive that [ had; and I think he Journal of yesterday was read and 
Jon- Mr. EDMUNDS. It was a different bill. || it will trouble anybody to show any material approved. 
tells Mr. CARPENTER. I thovght so; but I || difference between that bill and this, so far as EDGARTOWN HARBOR. 
sage was not certain. This bill I understand never || the constitutional question is concerned. Mr. BUFFINTON, by unanimous consent, 
ead- to have been before that committee. Mr. EDMUNDS. If my friend from Maine || presented the memorial of the harbor commis- 
men Mr. SUMNER. It never has been. will pardon me a moment, | will say that || sioners of the State of Massachusetts, con- 
w, | Mr.CARPENTER. Therefore the commit- || nobody would doubt what is the attitude of |} cerning Edgartown harbor, in said State; the 
nich tee has never had occasion to take any action || my friend from Ohio upon the constitution- || opinion of the United States advisory council ; 
tro- on this bill and have consultation upon it, and || ality of this provision. Nobody can doubt || the report to Professor Benjamin Peirce, 
the never has reported against it. what his attitude would have been on the || Superintendent United States Coast Survey, 
hor- Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I began by say- || civil rights bill had he been here. Perhaps || by Henry Mitchell, chief of physical hydrog 
this ing that the supplementary bill of the Senator || nobody doubts what his attitude is as to the || raphy, United States Coast Survey; the letter 
ing. from Massachusetts was sent to the committee, || constitutionality of the fourteenth amendment || of Josiah Quincy, chairman of harbor com- 
| to and that it was reported against by the Judi- || itself. 1 have heard it stoutly maintained by || mission, State of Massachusetts ; the report of 
ciary Committee, and it being in that condi- || gentlemen of the same political persuasion || Henry L. Whitney, and the memorial of citi- 
tion when this amnesty bill came up, the honor- || as my friend from Ohio that the fourteenth || zens of Edgartown, in relation to the same 
be. able Senator from Massachusetts moved it as | amendment itself is unconstitutional, in the || subject; all of which were referred to the 
UM- an amendment to this bill. It has undergone |; sense that it has not been lawfully adopted. || Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
or some changes on the suggestion of my honor Very well; all that I rose to say was that no || printed. 
an- able friend from New Jersey, since it was first weight ought to be made against the merit | ORDER OF BUSINESS 
nse offered, | am aware. . of this amendment on the ground that the ee ee ee 
IS. Mr. CONKLING. If my honorable friend || Judiciary Committee had reported against it, asia icptaeaia: Runiiaes alt telecdiadeal 
He will pardon me for a moment, I will remind || for the reasons that I stated. Wherever its The SPEAKER 1 hiae ian aee ciate Poked Viniiiow 
ng him that he added to his statement that the || opinion is sought to be brought into a state | peolen a fou cea aiid . ietetabnake 
nt- Judiciary Committee reported adversely upon || of opposition to this amendment, upon the ee eer es ee an 
udiciary Pp y Up Pp es be ee and the House resumes the consideration of 
en- the ground that there was no warrant in the || ground that it is not constitutional, then I the bill (H. RB. No. 802) to further regulate 
Constitution for such a bill. There Iam quite || submit that it is right and fair that it should || the Nat Sie ae lienkda iad aad ie 
OSs sure he bas been misinformed. || be known that it was not on that ground, so || G© PPh ale JUrisarcnon on le oupren 
zu Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. That was my || faras I have a right to say, that we acted. | Court, and to prevent delays therein, which 
ed DP gion ’ a 7 re tet , : was reported yesterday from the Committee 
e information. I do not know how the fact is. || That is all. ; eu'the Revision of the Laws. ‘The seedine 
Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend will pardon Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Well, Mr. Pres- || _ uestion is on the amendment: of the aati 
to me, as I believe I have been a member of the |} ident, [ daresay I was not well enough informed | ae frou Marviend, (Mr. Muanice Tt 
Judiciary Committee every time that this bill || on the subject to venture to say so much as [ | Mr BUTI iR of ‘Meéssacuunis. 1 witt 
be under this name has been before it. Iwill say || did say as to what had been the conclusions | ield to my colleague. on the committee to 
‘8. that we reported against the bill under this name || of the Committee on the Judiciary; but prob z cer kaa an saineae eneane oul callals “1 
ti- every time hitherto—there are wide differences || ably I am justified in saying what the record ioe aad ae oA ee 
ot in a constitutional view perhaps between it now || shows, that the bill went to the Judiciary Com. . ? I ; 
he and in its former shape—chiefly on the ground || mittee for its consideration, and that it reported BANKRUPTCY 
e, that the civil rights bill was adequate to ac- || against it once, twice, and perhaps oftener, Mr. LANSING, from the Committee on 
O- complish the protection which the citizen was '| and that ought to suffice my purpose, and Was || Revision of the Laws of the United States, 
18 entitled to, and that this was unnecessary ] probably as far as wasauthorized to go. Sen- || renorted back the bill (H. RK. No. 382) amend 
b- legislation. We never reported against the || ators must draw their own inferences as to the | ing an act to establish a uniform system of 
- bill upon the ground that its chief and leading || reason. ‘ 


. ‘ ‘ ; bankruptcy throughout the United States, ap 
| Mr. WILSON. Doesthe Senator from Maine || proved March 2, 1867, and the several acts 


desire to address the F nate further? If so, I || amendatory thereof; which was read a first 
Pr eMORRILL. of age ee Sy es & and en ordered to be printed, and 
a eee . me : . || recommitte 
| . 
longer. I should have contented myself || NDING COURT PRACTICES 
entirely to remain under the castigatien which || AMENDING COURT PRA ' 
‘the honorable Senator from Massachusetts || Mr. AMBLER, 


features were unconstitutional. If we had 
thought it necessary, in order to enforce these 
a rights, to report in favor of such a bill, doubt- 
2 less we should have made some changes such 
ashave beenalready made. Thatis the ground || 
d upon which the committee has acted. Now, 
if my friend will pardon me, history has 





from the Committee on 


proved, experience has proved, that the civil 
rights bill as it now stands is not adequate to 
accomplish the end of equality and security 
which the Constitution commands shall be 


[Mr. Sumner] seemed to feel that it was neces- 


| sary to give me for venturing to speak against 
his bill, if I had not felt that the language to | 


which I have adverted, ascribing to me cer- 








Revision of the Laws of the United States, 
| reported back the bill (H. Rt. No. 632) amend- 
ing the practice of the courts in certain cases, 
with amendments; and the bill, as amended, 


Oo- @ 


observed. That is where we stand. tain sources for my speech, was offensive. | 


was ordered to be printed and recommitted, 
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The SPEAKER. The House resumes the 
consideration of the bill H. jz. No. 891) to fur- 
ther regulate the appellate jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court, and to prevent delays therein, 
reported yesterday from the Committee on the 

and the pending ques 
tion now is on the amendment of the gentle 
man trom Maryland, [ Mr, MERRICK, } which 
the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That appeals and writs of error from the 
Fupreme court of the District of Columbia to the 
Supreme Court of the United States shall remain as 
now provided by lawin all cases where the matter 
in diapute shall exceed the sum of $2,000, 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I offer 
the following amendment to the first section. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And provided the right of appeal and to prose- 
cute writs of error ehall remain as it is now regulated 
by law in all cases in which the amount in contror 
versy exceeds $2,000, which have been decided by the 
district judge presiding alone in the cirouit court 
and exercising the powers of circuit judge. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I now 


2evision of the Laws; 


Vermont, {Mr. Po.anp. ] 

Mr. POLAND. 
tute for the amendment of the gentleman from 
Maryland. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

But no writ of error or appeal shall be allowed 
from any judgment or decree hereafter made by the 
supreme court of either of the Territories of the 
United States, or of the District of Columbia, unless 
the value of $5,000. 

Mr. POLAND, 
reference to the substitute [ have offered for 
the amendment of the gentleman from Mary 
land, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs the gen- 
tleman to suspend a moment in order that the 
gentleman from Maryland may indicate where 
he desires his amendment to be attached. 

Mr. MERRICK. I desire it to be attached 
to the first section of the bill. 

Mr. POLAND. In the bill which the com- 


yield to my colleague on the committee from || 


| desire to offer a substi- | 


the matter in dispute, exclusive of costs,sball exceed | 


I desire to say a word in 


mittee reported, we propose to put cases in 
the Territories on the same footing precisely | 


as the courts in the several States; that in | 


order to allow a writ of error, or an appeal 


from the decision of the highest court of the | 


Territory, it shall only be in consequence of 
the nature of the question involved, entirely 


irrespective of amounts; and I do not see, Mr. | 


Speaker, why, upon principle, this portion of 
the bill should net be adopted. The judicial 
aystem in the Territories, and in this District, 
ia precisely the same as we have in the State of 
Vermont, in the Staie of New Hampshire, and 
in the various other States, where one of the 
judges presides at the jury term for the trial 
of all cases; and questions of law, which are 
reserved upon the trial, are carried up and are 
decided by the full bench. The system is pre- 
cisely the same, | say, in the Territories and in 
this Distrietas it isin Vermont and New Hamp- 
shire and many of the smaller States, where a 
large farce of circuit judges is not required, 
And therefore no reason ean be urged, which I 
can see, why there should be any distinetion or 
difference between cases decided by the highest 
court in a Territory and those decided by the 
highest court in a State, exeept it be in the 
character of the judges; and from what I know 
of the appointment of judges in this District 
and in the Territories, 1 believe their judges 
will compare favorably enough with judges 
in the State courts. But if the House does 
not see fit to adopt this provision of putting 
the decision of the judgments of the highest 
courts in the Territories on the same footing as 
those in the State courts, then I think there 
should be a limitation upon the amount. 

Now, cases in this District can be appealed 
to the Supreme Court of the United States 
without reference to theamountinvolved. If 


there be $1,000 involved, they have a right to | 


sppeal any case to the Supreme Court of the 
nited States and have a decision there. And 





to the amount in the Territories. Therefore, 
if the House see fit to say that the provisions 
which the committee 
this bill shall not be adopted as it stands, I 


think it should adopt the amendment I have | 


offered. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the gentleman from Ver- 
mont allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. POLAND. Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. TI understand that the courts 


in this District exercise a supervisory power, 
| by way of mandamus, over the action of high 


officers of the Government, affecting private 
rights incidentally by orders of that kind. I 
wish to ask, is the power of revising such action, 


if it shall be taken hereafter by the court of 


the District, already secured by the bill as it 


| now stands? 


Mr. POLAND. I understand that the 
Supreme Court of the United States hold that 


| the court of the District has no such power. 








Mr. HOAR. I do not understand that the 


' decision of the Supreme Court denies the 


power altogether. I do not speak by way of 
raising an objection, but to bring the matter 
to the attention of the gentlemen on the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. POLAND. I think that on looking at 
the section in the existing law, although I have 
not recently read it, the gentleman will find 
that there is nothing in his objection. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. In regard 
totheamendment of the gentleman from Mary- 
land, {Mr. Merrick,] 1 desire to say but a 
single word. Upon examination it appears 


} 
that there were seventeen cases of errors and 


appeals from the District before the Supreme 
Court under a power now of allowing a case 
to be appealed involving $1,000. ‘here is a 
further provision in the existing law, which 
my colleague [Mr. Hoar] is now reading, that 
the Supreme Court may allow an appeal in any 
ease, even down to $100, where a question of 
law is involved which any one justice thinks 
of sufficient consequence to be examined by 
the Supreme Court of the United States; so 
that the people of this District have more 
rights now of appeal to the Supreme Court 
than are allowed to the people of any of the 
States in the Union; and they have more 
litigation before the Supreme Court than the 
people of any State in the Union. This in- 
creases the labors of the court very greatly, 
because it gives the people of the District 
of Columbia the Supreme Court of the United 
States almost as convenient to them as a county 
court to the people of a State. I trust the 


| amendment of the gentleman from Maryland 
| (Mr. Merrick] will not be adopted, even with 


| the limit of $5,000, and certainly not as the 


law now stands. 

Mr. MERRICK. I have no objection, Mr. 
Speaker,to modify the amendment which I 
offered yesterday, by limiting the amount to 
$5,000 instead of $2,000, thus putting the court 
of the District on a level with all the other 
circuit courts of the United States. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Then you 
do not need the amendment. 

Mr. MERRICK. It is a great mistake to 
suppose that the supreme court of the District 
of Columbia stands at all in the attitude of 
State courts. It exercises Federal jurisdic- 
tion. A large class of cases involving ques- 
tions of Federal law are constantly arising in 
the supreme court of the District of Columbia ; 
and when that court was originally constituted 
it was as part of the system of the various 
circuit courts then contemplated and provided 
by law. It is not for the purpose of placing 
the courts of the District of Columbia in any 
better attitude than the courts of the States 
that I offer this amendment. As I remarked 
yesterday, the States themselves make what- 
ever provisions they think just and right for the 
revision of decisions of any of their inferior 
tribunals. They establish such appellate tri- 
bunals as they think, in their discretion and 
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|| their own States, essential to preserve the jp. 





have introduced into || 
| stands as one of the circuit courts of the United 
|| States, and in order that it may be placed uy; 


tegrity and purity and uniformity of the admin. 


istration of justice. The District of Columbia 


20n 
the proper level, and the laws be administered 


| in the District of Columbia in conformity to th» 





laws throughout the Union, it is right anq 
proper that there should be an appeal from 
the supreme court of the District of Columbia 
to the Supreme Court of the United States, 

Very large interests are constantly involyed 
in the courts of the District of Columbia, large 
interests, affecting the citizens of various States 
of this Union, because the courts of this Dig. 
trict have jurisdiction over any and everybody 
here ratione persone. Whenever aman comes 
within the District of Columbia then the court 
has jurisdiction of his rights. Oftentimes ques. 
tions of the largest property interest, involving 
citizens all over these United States are, sub. 
jected to the jurisdiction of this tribunal. | 
remember, for example, one occasion when 
there was a controversy before the court of 
the District of Columbia involving the title to 
the largest mine in the State of California, the 
largest quicksilver mine in the known world, 
which was brought here for adjudication as to 
the rights of citizens of various parts of this 
country who happened to be here, and to whom 
jurisdiction attached by virtue of their pres- 
ence here. And it is not merely for the benefit 
of citizens of this District of Columbia, but it 
is for the benefit of citizens of all these United 
States who may be subjected to the large juris- 
diction of its courts, that there should be some 
appeal from their decisions to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. The Territories 
of these United States should not be analogized 
at all to the District of Columbia, because they 
are in a mere transitionary state, about to be 
recognized in the sisterhood of States, and then 
their jurisdiction may be rightfully determined 
by the legislative bodies of those respective 
political organizations, according to the wis- 
dom of those who have legislative control and 
diseretion over the welfare of the citizens 
within those particular Territories. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I must 
really resume the floor, because we have other 
reports to make during this hour. 

Mr. MERRICK. 1 desire to yield for a 
moment to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{[Mr. L. Myers,] that he may further argue 
this question 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts claims the floor. 

Mr. MERRICK. I supposed, sir, that I was 
entitled to it. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I have 
resumed the floor, but Lam willing that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania shall be heard. 

Mr. L. MYERS. I will not oceupy one 
minutes of the time of the House. I desire 
to say that the supreme court of the District 
of Columbia now has jurisdiction of all suits 
and controversies in regard to patent cases, 
and that, under the general patent law writs 
of error or appeal lie to the Sapreme Tourt 
of the United States in respect to all such 
cases, and yet this will be prevented by the 
provisions of this bill. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire, 
in answer to both the suggestion of the gen- 
tleman from Maryland and of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, to have read the four- 
teenth section of the act of 1801. I desire to 
state that the law provides that where any 
question of any consequence arises in the 
District of Columbia, it can be carried up by 
appeal to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, ifany judge can be found to believe it 
of such importance. Will the Clerk read the 
section? 

The Clerk read as follows: 


When any person or persons, body politic or cor- 
panetes shallthink him, her, or themselves, aggrieved 
y any final judgment, order or decree of the said cir- 
cuit court, where the matter in dispute, exclusive of 
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nets, shall be of the value of $100, and of less value 
pee $1,000, and shall have prayed an appeal or shail 
vere to sue out a writ of error to the Supreme Court 
7 his United States, such person or persons, body 
~iti¢or corporate, may exhibit a petition in writ- 
accompanied by a copy of the proceedings com- 
ined of, and an assignment of the errors relied 


to any judge of the Supreme Court, who, if he 
shall be of opinion that such errors or any of them 
: »volve questions of law of such extensive interest 
and operation as to render a final decision of them 


hy the said Supreme Court desirable, thereupon, at 
jis diseretion, and upon the terms and conditions 
prescribed by law, by his order to be directed to the 
sjerk of the county in which the proceedings shall 
have been held, direct such appeal to be allowed 
or writ of error to be passed, which shall be done | 
accordingly. : 
Mr. MERRICK, If the gentleman wiil allow | 
me to explain with regard to that, that was | 
discretionary power given to the Supreme 
Court of the United States, to entertain an 
appeal from the supreme court of the District | 
of Columbia in cases under one thousand dol- 
lars, where the question was lmportant. But if 
this bill passesin the form in which it has been 


reported by the committee, and is now under | 
the judgment of this House, all appeals of all 
sorts will be taken away. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I beg the 
gentleman’s pardon ; this bill takes away the 
rigut of appeal in all cases, but where a judge 
thinks the matter of importance and no law is 
involved, an appeal or writ of error will be 
had. 

Mr. POTTER. I ask the gentleman to | 
yield to me to offer an amendment. 

” Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. POTTER. I move to amend section 
four, in line five, by inserting after the word 
‘‘eourt’’ the words ‘or the highest court in | 
any Territory ;’’ and after the word ‘‘ decree’? | 
insert the word ‘‘therein.’’ I only desire to 
say that while we are depriving these Terri- 
tories of appellate jurisdiction, we should 
preserve to the Supreme Court the right of 
review when the highest courts of the lerri- 
tories differ in respect of the settlement of 
those questions of law which affect the rights 
of citizens. We have no power to secure 
uniformity of decisions in respect of decisions 
of law among the several States. But in giv- 
ing up the right of appeal which the Territo- 
ries hoW possess, We Ought to secure to them 
the privilege of final determination by the 
Supreme Court of the United States of partic- 
ular questions which they may see fit to send 
up. Lunderstand this amendment meets the 
approval of the Committee on Revision of the 
Laws of the United States. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I have no 
objection to it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I ask leave to offer a | 
substitute for the amendment of the gentleman | 
from New York, [Mr. Porrer. ] 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I will 
hear it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move to insert, in the | 
eighteenth line of the fourth section, after the 
words ‘‘circuit courts,’’ the words ‘‘of the | 
United States,’’ which I suppose was intended | 
by the drafter of the bill. 

Mr, AMBLER. I trust the chairman of the 








} 


committee will permit that. amendment to be || 


adopted. Itis the evident intention of the bill. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Yes, sir, || 


of course, 
_ Mr. AMBLER. I think there is no objec- 
tion to that amendment. 

Che amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The other amendment I 
desire to offer is to insert after the word 
‘‘court,’’ and before the words ‘‘ of any Ter- 
ritory,’’ in the proviso of the fourth section, | 
the words ‘‘ of last resort;’’ and to strike out | 
the words ‘‘or to imprisonment in the peni- 
tentiary’’ in the same proviso. 





Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I cannot || 


| 


agree to that. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Of course you cannot | 
agree to it. What I want is a vote in the Honse 
upon the amendment, and an understanding 


of the significance to be attached to these | 
words, 





Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Certainly ; 
I will allow the amendment to be offered and 
voted upon. And now | propose to call the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. KERR. Before the previous question 
is called, I ask the gentleman to allow me to 
offer an amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I will 
hear it. 

Mr. KERR. I desire to move an amend- 
ment,in the form of an additional section, 
which I send to the Clerk to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. —. That from any final judgment of any 


circuit court of the United States, upon any petition 
for relief by a writ of habeas corpus, under the 


provisions of an act entitled ‘‘An act to amend an | 


act to establish the judicial courts of the United 
States, approved September 24, 1789,’’ approved Feb- 
ruary 5, 1867, an appeal may be taken tothe Supreme 
Court of the United States on such terms and under 
such regulations and orders, as well for the cus- 
tody and appearance of the person alleged to be re- 
strained of his or her liberty as for sending up to 


the appellate tribunal a transcript of the petition, | 


writ of habeas corpus, return thereto, and other pro- 


ceedings, as may be prescribed by the Supreme Court, | 


or, in default of such, asthe judge hearing said cause 
may prescribe; and pending such proceedings or 
appeal, and until final judgment be rendered there- 
in, and after final judgment of discharge in thesame, 
any proceeding against such person so alleged to be 
restrained of his or her liberty in any State court, 
or by or under the authority of any State, for any 
matter or thing so heard and determined, or in pro- 
cess of being heard and determined, under and by 
virtue of such writ of habeas corpus, shall be deemed 
null and void. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I suggest 
to my friend from Indiana [Mr. Kerr] that 
the provision he preposes had better be em- 
braced in a separate bill. It is a very large 
subject, and may require a good deal of con- 
sideration. 

Mr. KERR. I hope the gentleman from 
Massachusetts will allow me to make just one 
suggestion. This amendment merely proposes 


the reénactment of a provision of law which | 


was in force prior to 1868, and was repealed 
in that year. The proposition for its reénact- 
ment has been pending before the Judiciary 
Committee, and I believe the provision is so 
entirely germane to the subject of this bill 
relating to appeals, that it may be more prop- 
erly enacted in this connection than anywhere 
else. I think it entirely pertinent to the bill; 
and certainly the interests of the country 
require that at least as much consideration 
shall be given to appeals in cases where liberty 


io life are involved as in cases involving | 


merely dollars and cents. 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I cannot 


assent to the amendment for the very reason | 


that the gentleman from Indiana states, that 
this very subject has been recently considered 
by Congress and the provision repealed for 
some good reason. 

Mr. KERR. Four years ago. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Only four 
years ago. ‘he provision was a law and has 
been repealed; and it would seem to me wise 
that so great a change in the law should not 


committee. 
bill of this kind to our committee we would 
| give it full consideration. 

Mr. KERR. I believe I am right in saying 


of the Supreme Court of the United States. 
The reasons which actuated that repeal no 
| longer exist. 

The SPEAKER. Doesthe gentleman from 
Massachusetts yield to allow this amendment 
to be offered ? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts: No, sir. 

Mr. L. MYERS. In order that there may 
be no misunderstanding, I desire to inquire of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts whether 
this section in any manner affects the right of 
| appeal in cases adjudicated in the supreme 
'eourt of the District of Columbia—under 
the patent laws ? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. It does 
not. 








| now be made without consideration by any | 
If the gentleman would send a | 


that the provision was only repealed to keep || 
‘| the McArdle case and two or three others out 


| Mr. FINKELNBURG. Or patent cases 
|} anywhere? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. No, sir. 
I call the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded and 
the main question ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The first question is upon 
the substitute offered by the gentleman from 
Vermont [Mr. Potann] for the amendment 
of the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Mer- 
RicK.} The amendment of the gentleman 
from Maryland will be read first. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

At the end of section one insert the following: 

_ Provided further, That appeals and writs of error 
from the supreme court of the District of Columbia 
to the Supreme Court of the United States shall re- 
main as now provided by law in all cases where the 
matter in dispute shall not exceed the sum of $5,000. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The substitute proposed 
by the gentleman from Vermont will now be 
read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And provided further, That no writ of error or 
appeal shall be allowed from any judgment or decree 
hereafter made by the supremecourt of eitherot the 
‘Territories of the United States or of the District of 


Columbia, unless the matter in dispute, exclusive 
of costs, shall exceed the value of $5,000, 


On agreeing to the substitute of Mr. Potann, 
there were—ayes 45, noes 65; no quorum 
voling. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Merrick 
and Mr. PoLanD were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 65, noes 76. 
| So the substitute of Mr. PoLanp was not 

agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on 
agreeing to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. Merarex. } 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I rise to 
| close the debate. I desire to call the attention 
of the House to the exact action of the amend 
ment of the gentleman from Maryland. By 
| the reading ot the law | have already shown 
to the House that in any case of importance, 
which any judge of the Supreme Court thinks 
|| involves any question of law of any general 
interest, even though the amount involved be 
| only $100, an appeal is allowed in this District. 
\| Now, this bill puts this District as a Terri 
|| tory on the same ground as all the States and 
Territories of the United States. In putting 
|| the people of this District upon this footing, 
|| we think we have secured to them all the rights 
|| that anybody has, and in addition to that, they 
| have what no one else has, an appeal upon any 
question whatever when any judge of the Sn- 
| preme Court thinks the question of sufficient 
| importance to be reéxamined, 
| We are trying to pass this bill to relieve the 
| Supreme Court of the United States from its 
| 











present great pressure of business; but as all 
|| the lawyers of this District can attend the 
| Supreme Court as well as they can the courts 
of the District, they are tempted to appeal 
every possible case, and so load down the 
dockets of the court. ‘There are now, I am 
informed, some seventeen cases pending from 


| 


{ 
| 
1 


'| this District, a larger number than from any 
|| State in the United States, however large and 
|| howevercommercial. That being so, we simply 
|| load the docket of the Supreme Court, which 
| now has six hundred and one cases upon it. It 
| is undoubtedly a great convenience to lawyers 
| in this District to have the Supreme Court of 
| the United States, where they have tried and 
| failed before a court of five judges of theirown, 
| act as arevisory court; but, sir, if aman comes 
| from Oregon or from any other distant State to 
| argue a case $2,000 will not pay him. And 
| | trust this amendment, which simply provides 
| that this Distriet shall have otherand different 
| legal privileges from those enjoyed by the 

States, will be voted down. I call the attention 
| of the House to it because almost one quarter 

of the decisions thus far made in this term of 

the court, as | understand it, is in cases from 
| the District of Columbia. Their lawyers live 
| right here, convenient; they can go to that court 
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cheaply, and therefore load up the docket of. || 


the Supreme Court of the United States. 

[ understand it was said last evening that 
judges of the Supreme Court want this. I 
call attention to an article in the Jurist, said 
to have been written by Justice Miller, in 
which he refers to thig trouble in the District 
of Columbia, and states he can see no reason 
why the District of Columbia should not be 
placed on the same ground as the States and 
lerritories. They have five judges here to sit 
in banc, while the Territories have only three, 
and some of the States have only three. 
they have five judges paid by the United States, 
all their expenses paid by the United States, 
appointed bythe President, men learned in the 
law, to pass on every question. And they have, 
as has just been suggested to me, no commerce 
with any of the States, or with any foreign State. 
They have none but the common ordinary law- 
suits which arise among themselves. 


Here | 


In any | 


case of that sort I do not think they should | 


have precedence over the citizens of all the 
States and Territories 

Let me repeat once more. On any question 
arising where they claim there is any great 
controversy, or any doubt as to the law, if 
they can find one judge of the Supreme Court 
to think there is any doubt they can have an 
appeal, This bill only cuts off the right of 
appeal as of course. Here in this District they 
have the right of appeal in cases of $1,000, 
while the people of the various States have 
only the mght of appeal where the amount 
exceeds $2,000 in the courts of the United 
States. We propose to pass this bill for the 
relief of the Supreme Court. We propose to 
make the amount $5,000 in cases of appeal 
from district and circuit courts for the reasons 
| have stated. It is not convenient or proper 
that the Supreme Court of the United States, 
the great constitutional tribunal, should have 


involving cases of only $1,000. It is not 
profitable for suitors, either, to bring up con 
troversies of $2,000. I hope the House will 
take an interest in this question, and instead 
of having a bare quorum voting, we will have 
a fair expression of the whole House on the 
vote. Il now call for the vote. 

Mr. CHIPMAN. I hope the gentleman 
will yield to me to say one word. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
yield to the gentleman for one minute, 

Mr. CHIPMAN. Mr. Speaker, I do not 
understand appeals from the District of Co 
lumbia have proved a burden to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Ido know that 
some of the most important cases that have 
been decided by that tribunal have been on 
cases arising in this District involving small 
amounts. he litigation here is peculiar in 
its character, as the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts well knows. He has practiced in, 


I will 


our local courts very often, and of course is | 


aware that important questions are presented 
where the amount involved is small. This 
is because we are here at the capital of the 
nation. The bar of this District, who are, 
L think, better informed than any other class 


of persons in reference to this matter, are in | 


favor of letting the law remain as it now is. I 


do not think the Supreme Court objects to | 


appeals coming up from this District. It is 


true, we have a court in banc, but one or two | 
That court 


members sit to try cases alone. 
does not sit as the courts of the States sit. 
There is that distinction between the court 
here and the State courts. As to the peculiar 


litigation of the District of Columbia, if I bad | 


time, I could cite many cases to show the 


House precisely what it is, but I have only | 


time to say that the bar here are in favor of 
leaving this matter of appeals where it has 
been for many years. I do not understand 
either the court here or the Supreme Court 
0 in favor of the proposed change of the 
aw. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I agree 
to what the gentleman has said, for 1 have 





| 


already stated that the bar here are very much |! 
interested to have all their cases, when they 
can do it without any cost, carried up to the 
Supreme Court of the United States, in order 
to make fees. If I were a lawyer of this Dis 
trict, speaking for the lawyers, | should be 
quite as active as my friend who has just spoken 
on this subject. I should not like to have my 
milch-cow cut off. But I call attention again 
to the fact that every case of any importance 
from this District, if only $100 be involved, 
where a judge of the Supreme Court will say 
that it ought to be reviewed, can be reviewed, | 
and that no other portions of the United States 
have that privilege except the District of 
Columbia. I call for the vote. 

The question was on agreeing to the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Merrick, as follows: 


Add at the end of the first section the following || 
proviso: } 
Provided further, That appeals and writs of error 
from the supreme court of the District of Columbia 
to the Supreme Court of the United States, shall 
remain as now provided by law, in all cases where | 
the matterin dispute shall exceed the sum of $5,000. 


The question being put, there were—ayes 
66, noes 57. | 

Mr. KILLINGER called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and the Speaker 


_appointed Mr. Burier, of Massachusetts, and 


| United States where the circuit courts do not 
| sit, but a district court judge exercises circuit | 


|| any Territory, &c. 





. || Judge. 
its docket loaded down with controversies || 


| where it first occurs, insert “or the highest court of 


| where it next occurs, insert the words “of last 


Mr. MERRICK. 
The House again divided ; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 65, noes 73. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 
The next question was on the amendment 


offered by Mr. Butter, of Massachusetts, as | 


follows: 
Add to section one the following proviso: 
Provided, That the right of appeal, and to pros- | 
ecute writs of error, shall remain as it is now regu- 
lated by the law, in all cases in which the amount 


in controversy exceeds $2,000, and which have been || 
decided by the district judge presiding alone in the || 


circuit court and exercising the powers of circuit 


Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire 
to say a single word in explanation of this 
amendment. There are certain districts in the 


court power, and where district court judges 
sitalone. It has been thought proper by the 
committee to allow an amendment which shall 
provide that in that case $2,000 shall be the 
limit. 

The amendment was agreed. to. 

The question was next on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Porrenr, as follows: 

In section four, line five, after the word *‘court,”’ 





any Territory ;’’ and after the word “decree,” insert 
the word “‘therein;”’ so thatit will read, ‘‘in any 
criminal cause in which a sentence of death or other 
infamous punishment has been rendered byacircuit | 


court judge of the highest court of any Territory, |! 


thatcourt may, after final judgment or decree therein, 
certify to the Supreme Court,” &c. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The question was next on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Bincuam, as follows: 


In section four, line eighteen, after the word | 
“court,”’ where it first occurs, insert the words “ of 
the United States;’”’ and after the word “court,” 


resort;’’ so that it will read: — q +0 aad 
Provided, That in any criminal case in any circuit 
court of the United States, or court of last resort of 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The question was next on the following 
amendment offered by Mr. BincHam: 


In section four, line nineteen, after the word | 
“death,” strike out the words ‘‘or to imprisonment 
in the penitentiary.”’ 


Mr. BINGHAM. [ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. BurLer] to yield to me 
a short time, while | explain to the House the 
reason for my amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
the gentleman ten minutes. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, the object 
of this bill, as stated by the gentleman from | 
Massachusetts [Mr. Butier] when he pre- 
sented it to the Heuse, was to restrict the 
appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, and thereby advance 


I yield 
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the administration of justice. It was stated 
in the progress of the debate by the honorahj. 
gentleman. or some of his associates, that ong 
at least of the justices of the Supreme Cony 
had suggested the importance of further r¢ 
stricting the appellate jurisdiction of the cour; 
The result of the matter is, that in the firs 
section of the bill the appellate jurisdiction 
is restricted as therein provided in civil cases 
to amounts that shall be equal to $5,000 o- 
upward, as | understand it. The amendmen; 
which I propose looks to the carrying out of 
the general design and purpose of the bill jy 
this, that it strikes out the appellate jurisdic 
tion, the jurisdiction in error provided in the 
fourth section, in cases where the offense jg 
punishable by imprisonment in the penitep. 


'tiary, and leaves the jurisdiction as provided 
1 


for in appeal or in error in this fourt 
in capital offenses. 

I can see a propriety, Mr. Speaker, and 
necessity of a review in the Supreme Court of 
the United States, never hitherto allowed as 
of course, but allowed, as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Bur.er] stated yesterday, 
only when there is a division of the court jp 
capital offenses. This provision applies alike 
to the courts of the United States in the States 
and the courts of the United States in the 
several Territories. The effect of retaining 
these words in the proviso—and that is the 
reason why I move to strike them out—is tha: 
a case goes up of necessity, according to the 
provisions of this proviso, in all cases punish- 
able by imprisonment in the penitentiary as 
well as in capital cases, to the Supreme Court 
of the United States. The result is, under this 
proviso, as reported by the committee, the 
Supreme Court, instead of being relieved of 
the burden imposed upon it by existing law in 
appellate cases, is subjected to still greater 
burdens; because I undertake to say that under 


section 


| this proviso, it being understood now that it 
| applies as well to the circuit courts of the 
| United States as to the courts in the Territo- 


ries, every case provided for by existing law 
and indictable in the circuit court of the 
United States and in the courts of the United 


| States in the Territories, punishable either by 


death or by imprisonment in the penitentiary, 
will come to the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. The gen- 
tleman will see that a case cannot come to 
the Supreme Court unless some judge of the 
Supreme Court will certify, on examining the 


_ record, that it ought to come there. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Undoubtedly that is so if 
the circuit or territorial court refuse to comply 
with the proposed act ; but errors enough will 
appear upon any record to induce a Supreme 
judge so to certify. They will be most for- 
tunate in the trial of a case, where there is a 
great conflict of testimony, involving imprison- 
ment in the penitentiary or sentence of death, 
if they succeed in one case out of ten, in the 


| circuit court of the United States or in a United 
| States court in a Territory, in avoiding such 


appearance of error on the record as would 
compel a justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States to allow a writ of error and stay 
of proceedings. 

This proviso first requires imperatively that 
the court of original jurisdiction shall certify 
on the application of the prisoner any question 
of law presented by him or his counsel, and 
here is the language: 


Provided, That in any criminal case in any circuit 


| court of the United States, or court of last resort of 


any Territory, where there has been a sentence of 
death, or to imprisonment in the penitentiary, the 
court trying the cause, on application of the pris- 
oner, shall certify any question of law presented by 
him or his counsel, and the same shall be entered of 
record; and if the court shall refuse to certify the 
same to the Supreme Court, thereupon application 
may be made to any justice of the Supreme Court to 
allow a writ of error and a stay of proceedings upon 
such terms as he may deem reasonable. 


The House will notice that the judge trying 


the case is required by law to certify it. upon 
application of the prisoner, and upon his re- 
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fasal to do so a judge of the Supreme Court of 
the Hnited States has the exercise of what we 
call a judicial discretion in the premises. I 
repeat my statement, that if this proviso be 
comes & law, @ majority of capital offenses in 
our circuit courts and a majority of capital 
ofenses in our territorial courts will go up 
to the Supreme Court, and along with them | 
will go up a majority of cases punishable by 
imprisonment In the penitentiary. The word 
penitentiary, I am aware, is not used in 
our penal statutes in the Territories, nor as a 
veneral thing in the penal statutes of the United 
States. The language of the law in both cases | 
‘s that the party ‘shall be subject to imprison- | 
ment for a term of years.’’ These cases are all 
»pbraced by this section, and are intended to | 
yeembraced. Among other things, the bigamy 
act of 1862, punishing bigamy in the Territo- 
ries as a crime by imprisonment for five years, 
is intended by this act to be suspended indefi- 
pitely in the Supreme Court on error or upon 
certificate of the judge trying the case. That 
act has been disregarded and trampled under 
foot and treated with contempt, ever since its 
enactment, by the people of a certain Territory 
of this Union, and for the first time in our 
history, now that they are being brought to 
trial and judgment, a proposition is made to 
hang up indefinitely the whole case in the | 
Supreme Court of the United States, 

| know the gentleman may say that the cases 
may be advanced upon the docket of the 
Supreme Court and brought to trial. It is not 
required that they shall be advanced. My 
motion is to strike out that line which pro- 
vides for appeal or error in cases involving 
penitentiary offenses, in order to relieve the {| 
court, according to the declared purpose of this 
bill. Speedy justice is deemed essential by all 
enlightened people. ‘The judges of the court 
have moved in that spirit, when they have 
suggested the propriety of further restricting 
their appellate jurisdiction. And now, by | 
this section as it stands, we make it the duty 
of every circuit judge and every court of the 
Territories in the United States to certify a case 
up, aud if they fail to do so, we charge upon a 
judge of the Supreme Court the duty of allow- 
ing a writ of error in all cases if there is an 
appearance of error in the record. The effect 
wil beasI have stated. Gentlemen, of course, 
if they think these cases ought to be brought 
up, if they think this statute ought to be further 
suspended, can bring them up by rejecting the 
amendment. 

li is not important that I should inquire 
whether any indictments are yet pending under 
the actof 1862. The effect of this bill is to sus- 
pend final action upon every case indefinitely 
in the Supreme Court. It is for the House to 
act upon the matter. I believe, myself, that | 
but for the condition of things that arose in 
one of the Territories a bill would not have 
been introduced and referred originally to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, where it is now 
pending, covering this very question. That 
committee has not yet reported. It is not for 
me to say what their action will be. I refer || 
only to this section touching the Territories. | 
The committee may be of opinion, the major- | 
ity of them, that there ought to be an appeal | 
ora writ of error allowed, as the case may | 
be, in all these cases, and they may so report 
to the House. I do not think there is any 
occasion for any great haste, in view of the 
fact that your law of 1862, until within the 
last year, has been treated with absolute con- 
tempt in one of the Territories of this Union, 
and no man has been brought to punishment 
under it, although it is notorious to the whole 
country that many there are guilty. I am 
aware that they call their system ‘‘ polyg 
amy.’’ The gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Burier] is aware that that is the correct 
use of the word, as indicated in our own stat- 
ute of 1862 by the term ‘*‘bigamy.’’ I believe 
the revised statutes of his own State have cor- | 
rected that corruption, and they very properly | 
call this offense bigamy. It means simply a | 














| of the district courts of those Territories. I 
| think, Mr. Speaker, that this gives to the peo- | 


| the States of this Union, (I say this without 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


plurality of wives, contrary to the require- | 
ments of law. If this line I have asked to | 
be stricken out—and the question before the | 
House is simply upon striking out the words 
‘‘or to imprisonment in the peniteatiary’’—is 
stricken out, the bill referred by this House | 
to the Committee on the Judiciary will remain 
pending; and it may be that after due consid- 
eration the judgment of the House will be that 
such cases should all be brought up and sus- 
pended in the Supreme Court, and that those 
offenses against the conscience of this nation, 
and against the law of this people, shall go on 
indefinitely and defiantly for the next ten years 
as they have done during the past ten years. | 
I do not think that there is anything in the 
existing circumstances that surround us that 
makes it needful that this statute of 1862 should 
be evaded in this way, nor do I believe, as I inti- 
mated in the outset, that the administration of 
justice requires that mere penitentiary offenses l 
shall be brought up for review before the | 
Supreme Court of the United States. The hon- 
orable gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
Burver,]| in his remarks yesterday, said very 
properly, upon the question of extending the | 
appellate jurisdiction ofthe Supreme Court over 
the District of Columbia, that the suitors here | 
had five judges in the court of final resort to.| 
decide all questions that might arise there, and 
that there was something of security in this | 
‘‘ multitude of counselors.’’ I quite agree with | 
the gentleman in that remark; and in your | 
Territories you have three judges to finally 
decide upon all questions that may arise upon 
the record in penitentiary offenses before any | 



















ple of the Territories quite as much security 
as the people have hitherto enjoyed in any of 


intending the slightest disrespect to any of 
the judges who have presided in the circuit or 
district courts of the United States,) although 
no general review in error has hitherto been 
allowed. I hope the House will sustain the 
amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I desire 
to call the attention of the House to the oper- 
ation of this amendment. I need not say to 
the lawyers of the House that heretofore, while 
there has been an appeal to the Supreme Court 
in cases in this District involving $1,000 or 
more, and in a State, as a matter of right, in 
cases where $2,000 or more were involved, 
there has never been any process by which 
any question of law in a criminal case, capital 
or other, could be brought before the Supreme 
Court of the United States, except where the 
circuit and district judges were divided in 
opinion if they happened to sit together; and 
there is no provision by which any question of 
criminal law can be brought at all from any | 
Territory to the Supreme Court of the United | 
States. 

That being the state of things, the com- 
mittee, after after very great care and consult- 
ation, agreed on this provision: that where a 
case is tried in the circuit court, and the judge 
thinks that a question of law has arisen, either 
doubtful or important to bring before the | 
Supreme Court of the United States; where 
the judge sitting alone is in doubt, he may | 
certify the case to the Supreme Court when | 
the crime charged is punishable with death, or 
is one to which any other infamous punishment | 
is affixed; and I assume that imprisonment in | 
the penitentiary is an infamous punishment. | 
We provide further, that where the judge, for 
any reason, will not certify the case up, an 
important question of law being raised there 
on by either party, the party may put his 
question of law upon the record and then ask 
a judge of the Supreme Court of the United 
States to say whether that question of law is 
of sufficient importance and doubt to be heard 
by the Supreme Court; and it one of the 
judges of the Supreme Court, upon his official 
responsibility, will say that a writ of error | 
ought to be allowed because the question is | 








| $5,000. 
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doubtful orimportant, then the case may come 
up as on appeal. ‘This bill gives no appeal in 
such a case as a matter of right; and if the 
judges of the Supreme Court cannot protect 
themselves from too much business under the 
provisions of this bill relating to this class of 
cases, it is their fault, not ours. I think thata 
question of imprisonment for ten years, or for 
life, in the penitentiary is of far higher import- 
ance than a question involving $2,000 or 
1 think that the liberty of citizens 


. 


of this country is far beyond any question of 
dollars. 

Now, my friend from Ohio [Mr. Brinenam] 
argues the question in two ways 

Mr. SARGENT. [rise to apoint of order. 
1 submit that the debate has been closed upon 
this bill, and that further discussion is not in 
order. My object is to get on with the appro- 
priation bills. If I am correct in my point, I 
will ask the gentleman from Massachusetts to 
allow this bill to go over until to-morrow, or 
to take a vote upon it without further debate. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I assure 
the gentleman that he had better let the bill go 
through now. In that way he will get more 
time for his appropriation bill than otherwise. 

Mr. SARGENT. I do not wish to antag- 
onize the gentleman, but it seems to me that 
debate has closed upon the bill, and that it is 
irregular to reopen it. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
entitled to my closing hour, | suppose. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is proceeding by 
general consent. 

Mr. SARGENT. If the gentleman will state 
when he will conclude 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I will get 
through when the time allowed for debate is 
closed. 

Mr. SARGENT. According to the de- 
cision of the Chair, debate has already closed. 
The discussion is now proceeding by general 
consent. Will the gentleman be through in 
ten minutes? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. All | 
can say is that I do not think the gentleman 
will gain any time on his appropriation bill by 
cutiing us short in this way. 

Mr. SARGENT. I am not to be deterred 
by a threat of that kind. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
threatening. 

Mr. SARGENT. If the gentleman can get 
through in ten minutes | have no objection to 
his proceeding. I wish to consult bis con- 
venience as well as that of the House. I have 
in my charge the Indian appropriation bill, 
and | feel it my duty to press it. If the gen- 
tleman can get through in ten minutes, [| will 
withdraw my objection. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
get through as soon as I can. 

. Mr. SARGENT. Doesthe gentleman think 
he can get through in ten minutes ? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I do not 
think I will take any more than ten minutes. 

Mr. SARGENT. If the gentleman will 
say he will not take any more than ten min- 
utes I will not interpose Objection. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
see as I get along. 

Mr. SARGENT. Then I object, and move 
to go to business upou the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. In that 
case this vote will be taken by yeas and nays, 
and that will take more than ten minutes. 

Mr. SARGENT. If the gentleman will go 
through in ten or fifteen minutes IJ will not 





I am 





lam not 


I will 


[ will 


| object, but | want this matter brought to a 


conclusion, so we may get to other business. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I do not 
propose to be fifteen minutes. 

Mr. SARGENT. If the gentleman says he 
will not be fifteen minutes I do not object to 
his proceeding. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I would 
have finished before now if the gentleman had 
not interrupted me. 


Mr. SARGENT. Ido not know about that. 
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Speaker, | was about saying that the gentle- 
man from Ohio [ Mr. BinGuam] has made an 
arrament in two forms, but his great argu 
met is to prejudice, and that prejudice is 
against the Mormons. I may admit that the 
acts of the Mormons are bad, but they are not 
worse than murder. The gentleman agrees 
that we may provide in case a man commits 
murder he shall have the right to be beard in 
his defense before the Supreme Court on ques- 
tions of law; andifa man commits polygamy, 
I think he should have the same right. 

And | wish to set the gentleman from Ohio 
right on one point he has made, as well as the 
House and the coantry. He has cited the act 
of Congress of 1862 against polygamy. Now, 
I wish to say there has never been a prosecu- 
tion under that act, nor even an indictment 

Mr. BINGHAM | never said there was. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Then we 
are not interfering with the enforcement of 
that act. 

Mr. BINGHAM 

Mr. AMBLER. 





Sut we may enforce it. 
Let my colleague inform 
us how it can be said, then, that that act has 
been defined, when there has been no move 
ment to put it into execution? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Gentlemen need not un 
dertake to determine the question of fact in the 
Territory whether tere his been any endeavor 
to enforce the act of 1862; for it is notorious 
to the « subtry that until last year the courts 


and al their officials there were under the con- || 


trol of the dominant party in Utah. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. 
as the gentleman from Ohio has stated, that 
the courts of that Territory have been under 
the control of the Mormon people. i do not 
know how s will get control of 
the courts in that Territory again. If Eshould 
happen to go down there Lt wish to have a 
chance, should | be accused there, to get a 
trial. [wish to get before the Supreme Court 
of the United States. I want every man tried 


on that people 


and punished, but | wish him tried and pun- | 


ished according to law. When a man can get 
a judge of the Sapreme Court to say that the 
Supreme Court ought to hear the ease, | wish 
him to have the privilege of having the case 
heard when it involves his personal liberty. I 
wish that right for every man in the United 
es. I wish the House to understand this 


os 
as a right even, but requires a judge of the 
Supreme Court shall pass on the question 
whether there is any question of law of suf 
ficient importance to be tried before the 
Supreme Court before it can be allowed to be 
done. If no judge will pass on that, then there 
is nO writ of error. 

Suppose any errors in matter of law affect 
ing liberty and life are committed down in 
Utah—for I am willing to take this matter 
by the horns--what have the men of Utah 
done that they should not be tried according 
to law? What great erime have they com- 
mitted that they should not enjoy the right 
to have the highest court in their country 
pass on the legal effect of what they have 
done? What have they done that they are 
to be shut out of the halls of justice with lib- 
erty and life at stake? Do you want peace 
down there? I think the moment their cases 
are heard before the Supreme Court and de- 
cided there wil! be a universal submission to 
that decision. They will feel then they have 
had justice and fair administration of the law, 
that they have had a fair hearing before the 
highest tribunal, and everything will be pacifi- 
cated, and everything calmed down, and quiet 
within the law restored down there. Noth- 
ing so stirs the passions of men as a sense of 
injustice done. Nothing so stirs the feelings 


of men as to feel they are to be interfered | 


with improperly and without cause in what 
they deem their rights. 
condition you can easily see why every eie- 
ment of society should be stirred in Utah. 
But let their cases, under. the law of the 


| sonal rights and personal liberty. 


Be it so 


| this. 
of justice that a man may be put in the peni- | 





. 
ill does not allow an appeal in eriminal cases 





Feeling that is their | 
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Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Mr. || United States, or of the Territories, if im- | 


portant principles are involved, be brought 
before the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and they will, as they ought, submit. 

before men are put in the penitentiary let 
their cases in matter of law be heard though 
we should require ten more judges to do the 
business. Why we are in this position: guard 
ing carefully the right of appeal, just escaping 
the allowing of everybody in the District of 


Columbia to appeal upon any case of $2,000— | 


when the House divided upon it the vote was 


| pretty nearly equal—and yet we are discussing 


the question whethe? a man sent to State 
prison for life, who may have everything dear 
to him at stake, who would perhaps rather be 
hauged than have that punishment put upon 


him—whether he shall or shall not have this | 
privilege of even asking to have his case heard | 


before the Supreme Court of the United States. 
let me say to gentlemen that we have long 
enough put property in the court before per- 
1 am sure 
that the judges of the United States can 
protect themselves against perilous questions 
under this bill. IL speak here in favor of 


| the personal liberties of men, of the right 


when @ man’s liberties have been taken away 


| by any inferior court of having the highest 
| court pass upon the important and doubtful 


questions involved, where he says there is 


| involved a question of law of importance, and 


which the judge of the Supreme Court shall 
certify to be a question of importance. 


judice interfere with this high right. I pray 
the attention of the lawyers of the House to 
Does it not strike against the first idea 


tentiary by any three judicial missionaries we 
choose to send into the Tergitories, without 


any power of having the Supreme Court pass || 


upon the question affecting himself in his per 
son and his liberty, involving infamous punish- 


inent to himself, and more unhappily to his | 


wife avd his children for generations? I crave 
that much of the House, and I am obliged to 
my friend from California, [ Mr. SarGent, | who 
has given me sufficient time to enable me to 
say so wuch. I call for the vote. 

lhe question being taken on Mr. Brnauam’s 


amendment, there were—ayes eleven, noes | 


not counted. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 


The bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. BULLER, of Massachusetts, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDEK OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. DAWES. [rise to a privileged ques 
tion. Idesire to make a report from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. Speaker, the Indian 
appropriation bill is the special order to-day, 
after the morning hour, in Committee of the 
Whole. [suppose that in making a report 
from the Committee of Ways and Means the 


gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes] | 


does not necessarily require it to be considered 
at the present time. 

The SPHAKER. The Chair requests the 
attention of the House that an understand- 
ing may be come to as to the order of busi- 
ness. Thegentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Dawes] rises to report from the Committee 
of Ways and Means upon a special resolution 
of examination in regard to the affairs of the 
‘Treasury Department relating to the negotia- 
tion of the recent loan. 
recommitted to thé committee, accompanied 
with a resolution for the action of the House. 


The gentleman from Massachasetts will please || 


indicate what he desires to do. 


Mr. DAWES. I desire to have the House 





And | 


| | pray gentlemen of this House to let no pre- 














It was printed and || 





January 3], 





come to a vote upon the resolution. It must 
be apparent that while this matter is pendin, 
over the Secretary of the Treasury his hand, 
ure tied on a very important and serious mat. 
ter. I desire simply to get an expression o¢ 
the opinion of the House at the earliest poss). 
ble moment. I will say further that I do no, 
desire to interfere with the appropriation bj|\x. 
There is no man who appreciates more thar | 
do the necessity of getting those bills through 
or who is more pleased with the success thy, 
far in that object of the gentlemen hayjy> 
them in charge. If the House will indulge th, 
Committee of Waysand Means with a very shop: 
time, 1 think we can dispose of this matter. 
and I do not think I will interfere with the 
Committee on Appropriations again. 

Mr. SARGENT. I believe the matter which 
the gentleman from Massachusetts desgiros 
to bring before the House is of considerah|e 
importance, but I wish to know how much time 
will be oceupied before a final vote can he 
reached upon it before I consent. 

Mr. DAWES. That would depend entirely 
upon other gentlemen rather than upon myself. 
So far as I am concerned, [ am ready to sub 
mit the matter to a vote of the House upon the 
report of the committee. If other gentlemen 
desire time, they will themselves signifiy what 
is their wish. 

Mr. KERR. We upon this side of the House 
are not willing to consent that this matter 
should be called up now, and that the discus. 
sion should be limited to any brief period o| 
time. There is a great deal to be said about 
it. It is as importaut to the Secretary of the 
Treasury and to the interests of the country 
that it should be fully discussed as it ean be 
desired by any gentleman here that it shall be 
so discussed. We only want reasonable time 
for discussion, and I cannot say now how much 
might be neccessary for us to have on this side 
of the House. But I am not willing to consent 
to any limitation that will cut off reasonable 
debate. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not desire to cut off 
reasonable debate, nor do I desire to inter- 
fere with debate at all. It is the gentlemen 
who represent the appropriations who desire 
to have a limit. So far as [ am concerned, 
while I am ready to submit the question to the 


| House on the report of the committee, I have 


no desire to cut off my associates on the com- 
mittee on so important a matter as this is. 
Mr. KERR. It must be apparent to the 


| whole House that we upon this side cannot 
| consent to submit this question to the House 


on the report of the committee, because the 
minority of the committee having submitted to 


| the House no report, have no remedy left bu 
| a personal presentation of their views upon 


the floor. Now, we must have time to do that, 
and the House may desire after we have pre- 
seuted our views to have further time for othe: 
gentlemen to be heard. I think the question 
is one of such importance that there should be 
no attempt made to limit debate upon it within 
any very narrow range. I[®agree that the 
Indian appropriation bill is a very important 
bill, but the whole session is before the gentle- 
man from California and there is no special 
opposition being made to his bill. I have no 
doubt when it is reached again in the ordinary 
course of business it can be speedily disposed 
of. Moreover, if we pass it now, there is no 
prospect of the Senate proceeding at any early 
day to consider it. 

Mr. SARGENT. I would have no objection 
at all to giving up to-day to the consideration 
of this subject if | felt certain that to-morrow 
I could proceed with the Indian appropriation 
bill. 

Mr. KERR. I have no doubt that we can 
get through with this matter to-day. 

Mr. SARGENT. If it is the understanding 
that the vote shall be taken before the adjourn- 
ment to-night I will give way entirely. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Let me sug 


gett to the gentleman who has charge of the 
ndian appropriation bill that this subject is a 
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_ach more important one and involves higher | 
anblic interests than that bill. 
‘fr, DAWES. I think from what has been || 
caid Uf onthe other side of the Honse that we can | 
+ through with this matter to-day, or at least | 
-)| the previous question before we adjourn. 
- BECK. I desire to say one word. | 
While | do not propose to discuss this ques- 
on further than to submit my views as one 
of the minority of the committee, and do not } 
oxnect to take very long in so doing, I think 
. would be very difficult for us to agree to any 
hour when the discussion shall close. It is 
ory well known that the future action of the || 
ocretary in regard to thousands of millions 
of | ublie loan will depend upon the action of 
-ho House, and he is extremely anxious to 
now at the earliest possible day what the 
action of the House may be. I can only say 
that in the presentation of my views I shall 
secupy as short a time as possible. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to ask 
whether the Committee of Ways and Means, 
or the members of that committee who have 
this matter in charge, are ready to proceed with 
the debate now, or whether it would facilitate 
the diseussion of the matter to fix upon some 
future day for its consideration? Are they 
ready togoon now? 

Mr. KERR. I believe the gentlemen of 
the committee are ready to proceed now, and 
| prefer to go on to-day. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Then I am con- 
tent that the subject shall come up to-day 
if there ean be any limit to debate. 

Mr. SARGENT. If it shall be understood 
that before the adjournment the previous ques- 
tion shall be considered as seconded [ am will- 
ing to give way. 

Mr. COX. Ihope the gentleman will not 
tie down the minority. 

Mr. SARGENT. Iam not tying down the 
minority any more than the majority. 

Mr. COX. Let us see how the debate runs, 
and what disposition there is on the part of 
members to participate in it. 

Mr. SARGENT. Upon a subject so im- 
portant a night session would not be out of 
the way; and then there would be a chance to 
run till twelve or one o’clock to-night. 

Mr. COX. The Indian appropriation bill 
could run in a night session as well as this 
subject. 

Mr. SARGENT. With that understanding 
I will give way; otherwise | want to raise the 
question of the consideration of this reffort at 
this time. 

The SPEAKER. What is the understand- 
ing the gentleman desires the Chair to enforce? 

Mr. SARGENT. I propose that at the hour 
of adjournment to-day the previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on this subject. 
Otherwise I will raise the question of con- 
sideration on this report, as I desire to move 
to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
Indian appropriation bill. 

Mr. KERR. What would be the effect of 
that on the continuance of the debate? ~— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Dawes] making this report 
would be entitled to one hour to close this 
debate to-morrow immediately after the read- 
ing of the Journal. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. If the House 
should have an evening session after a recess 
this afternoon 

The SPEAKER. The hour’s debate in 
close would follow immediately the ordering 
of the main question. 

Mr. KERR, I believe it is my duty to 
object to the arrangement proposed. 

fhe SPEAKER. Then the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SarGeNT] raises the question 
ot considering this report at this time. 

Mr. DAWES. Upon that I suppose I may 
say a word. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts if the | 
question is debatable. The very object of | 
raising the question is to avoid debate. 
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It is altogether improper, and calculated to 


| have legitimate claims upon that fund, to ask 
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The question was taken upon considering 
the report of the Committee of Ways and 
Means; and upon a division theré were—ayes 
eighty-two. ut 

Before the noes were counted, 

Mr. SARGENT said: [ will not insist upon 
any further count. I will make one remark: I 
have tried to go on with my appropriation bill, 
and will resume it at the earliest moment. 

Mr. DAWES. And I will help you. 


CHINESE INDEMNITY FUND. | 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Before 
the House proceeds with the consideration of 
this subject, I desire to say that on the desks 


| of all the members of this House this morning 
| is found a communication, fragmentary and | 


incomplete, in reference to the disposition of 
what is called the Chinese indemnity fund, | 


prejudice the House in the consideration of 
the question. I am told that measures are 
being taken to present it to the House. I 
merely wish, in deference to those persons who 


the House to suspend its judgment until that 
action is taken in a proper manner. 


NEGOTIATION OF LOAN 


The House proceeded to the consideration 
of the report of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, recommending the adoption of the 
following resolution : 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this House the | 
Secretary of the Treasury, in negotiating the loan | 


authorized by the act of July 14, 1870, has neither 
increased the bonded debt nor incurred an expendi- 
ture contrary to law. 


Mr. DAWES. _ I now enter a motion to | 


recommit this resolution to the committee. 

Mr. COX. I desire to offer a substitute for 
the resolution reported. 

Mr. DAWES. I will hear it read. 

The Clerk read the proposed substitute as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 


be instructed to report the bill before them prohibit- | 
ing all commissions, deductions, or compensation of | 
any kind to any person for the sale, negotiation, and | 
exchange of United States securities, and prohibit- | 


ing the employment of any agent except a proper 
officer of the Treasury Department for such sale, 
negotiation, and exchange, 


Mr. DAWES. I cannot admit that now. | 


On the 4th of December last the gentleman 
from New York who has just taken his seat 


{Mr. Cox] offered a preamble and resolution, || 


which I ask the Clerk to read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Whereas it is alleged that the Secretary of the | 


Treasury, in placing the newly authorized five 


per cent. bonds upon the market, has, in defiance of | 


the law creating them, increased the public bonded 
debt, and has exceeded the one half of one per 
cent. allowed by the funding act for ali expenses in 
placing said Joan: Therefore, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee of Ways and Means 
be directed to investigate the said transaction, and 
have power to send for persons and papers, and to 
report the amount of such increase of the bonded 
debt, if any, the agents employed and paid by him 
for the services rendered, all contracts pertaining 
to the same, and the sums paid to said agents. 


Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, this resolution 
was notadopted by the House, but was referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means for con- 
sideration. ‘I'he committee invited the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury and the gentleman from 


New York [{ Mr. Cox] before them, and heard | 


both so far as they desired to be heard. The 
committee found no dispute between the gen- 
tleman from New York and the Secretary 
as to the facts; and the conclusion of law to 
which the committee have arrived is embodied 
in the resolution which has been read at the 
Clerk’s desk. The reasons which led them to 


that conclusion are stated in the report, which | 


was presented some days ago, and which is on 


the table of every member. Assuming that | 


upon a subject so grave, affecting the integrity 


ot one of the chief officers of the Government, | 


every member has read the report, the commit 


tee, unless something should be said in debate | 


to which they may deem it proper to reply, are 
ready to take the vote upon the resolution. 


| 


| Mr. KERR. I desire to inquire of the chair- 
man of the committee whether it is understood 
that after I shall have made my statement on 
this subject my colleague on the committee, 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Beck, ] 
shall then be heard? 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, the usual cus- 
tom is for speakers on opposite sides to alter- 
nate, I have no snacial desire in regard to 
the matter. If my two colleagues on the com- 
mittee have any preference that one shall fol- 
low the other, I do not know that there will 
be any objection. 
| Mr. BECK. As we have not presented our 
| views in the form of a minority report, and as 

our views may vary somewhat, it would be 
| fairer for the House to hear what each of us 
has to say before the discussion on the other 
| side begins. 

Mr. DAWES. The matter is under the con- 
trol of the House. I see no objection myself 
to allowing gentlemen to occupy the time 
in that way if the Speaker recognizes the 
arrangement. 

Mr. KERR. Mr. Speaker, recognizing the 
importance of this subject, in its investiga- 
tion my sole aim has been to arrive at abso- 
lutely correct and just conclusions. Under a 
sense of duty, | have given the subject an un- 
partisan and judicial examination. I have no 
desire to condemn official action of any depart- 
ment of the Government if it is right and in 
accordance with the law, Therefore, in this 
matter, so far as I can approve the conduct 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, I shall do so 
with pleasure. All the facts | state shall be 
nearly as possible official and exact. I pro- 
ceed, then, first to inquire whether the Secre- 
tary has, in the process of refunding the public 
debt, increased the bonded debt contrary to 
law. It is conceded by the Secretary that it 
has been temporarily increased to the extent 
of $135,000,000. But it is claimed by him 
that this involved no violation of the true in- 
tent and meaning of thelaw. The law specific- 
ally declares that ‘‘ nothing in this act, or in 
any other law nowin force, shall be construed 
io authorize any increase whatever of the 
bonded debt of the United States.’’ This lan- 
| guage is imperative, and apparently unambig- 
| uous. Still, in order to determine its precise 
meaning, it is proper to consider the entire 
act, and the general aim and policy of Con- 
gress 1n lis enactment. 

The great object of the law is to accomplish 
| the refunding of $1,500,000,000 of existing 
bonded debt by substituting new bonds bearing 
lower rates of interest for the old bonds. The 
new bonds must be sold ‘‘for not less than 
their par value for coin.’’ ‘The proceeds must 
be used alone in redemption of the old bonds. 
This substitution can only be practically effect- 
ed in one or the other of two ways: first, 
by the actual exchange of new bonds for old, 
dollar for dollar, ‘‘par for par.”’ This mode 
of substitution is wholly impracticable to any 
material extent. The difference in interest 
between the old and new bonds will forever 
prevent their voluntary exchange. Holders 
will not voluntarily surrender a security bearing 
a higher, for one bearing a lower rate of interest. 
Then, secondly, the only mode left is to 
accomplish the substitution by the sale of the 
new bonds at par, and the redemption of old 
bonds with the perseem of the sale. This is 
practicable and lawful. But, of necessity, the 
sale must precede the redemption, and every 
sale adds so much to the amount of the bonded 
debt, until after the lapse of time an equal 
amount of the old debt is redeemed. When 
can this latterevent happen? Howand when, 
under the law, can the Secretary compel the 
presentation for redemption of such an amount 
of theold bonds? ‘orender the answer clear, 
I will cite section four of the act of July 14, 
1870, to authorize the refunding of the national 
debt. It provides that— 


“The Secretary of the Treasury is hereby author- 
ized, with any coin in the Treasury of the United 
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State: which he may la wfally apply tosach purpose, 
or which may be derive 1 from the sale of any of the 


bonds, the issue of which is provided for in this ac U 
to pay at par and cancel any #ix per cent. bonds of 

the United States of the kind known as five-twenty 
bonds, which have become, or shall hereafter become 


redeemable by the terms of their issue. But the 
particular bonds so to be paid and canceled shall 
n all cases be indicated and specified by class, date, 
ind number, in the order of their numbers and issue, 
beginning with the first numbered and issued, in 


public notice to be given by the Secretary of the 
lreasury, and in three months after the date of such 
nublie notice the interest on the bonds so selected 


ind advertised to be paid shall cease.”’ 


It results fror ction that the 
on the old pon ds cannot be 


n this se 
made to cease 
after the date of the notice; 
and, therefore, that the Secrets ry hi id no powe r 
In any sense whatever the present 
ation of the old bonds for redemption in any 
> period than three months. It is also 
tn | ae d ic ible that he 
had no until rea- 
sonably certain arrangements had been made 
by sale of new bond him to redeem 
the old bonds at the expiration of the notice. 
But this could not be done without a tem 
porary increase bonded debt. In other 
words, it } mply impossible that the busi 


intil three months 


to re q! lire 


from the entire law 


right to issuer ich a notice 


Lo enable 


in the 


ness of refunding can proceed effectively with- 
out temporarily increasing the bonded debt. 
Can it be assumed that it is the true intent 


that refunding shall 
compli hed by the ictual exchange of old 
for new bonds, ‘‘par for par?’’ Certainly 

t, beeanse throughout the act it is made 
his duty to sell the new 
the oid, using the 


ot the law only be ac 


bonds and redeem 
proceeds of the former as 
a sacred fund dedicated to the latter purpose 
that the true 
forbid the 


bonded debt 


nlone 1 conclude, theref re, 
intent of the law is to 


permanent increase of the public 


with at d 


interest 


in the process of refunding, not its unavoid- 
able temporary increase. As the work of 
refunding nena sses, it appears to be the | 


intelligent 
of the sales of new bonds shall stand in spe- 
cial pledge 
the bonded debt until an equal amount of 
the old debt can be in fact redeemed, and the 
equilibrium restored. After a very careful 
consideration of the subject, 
conclusion that there has been in legal effect 
no increase in the bonded debt contrary to 
law, resulting from the mere fact that new 
bonds have been sold before old bonds in 
equal amount were redeemed. If, however, 
the proceeds ot the sales of the new 
have been in any manner diverted or improp 
erly withheld from the purpose to which they 
are specially dedicated by the law, then a vio- 
lation of the law would result. It is also to 
be remembered that the Secretary may make 
temporary use of any balances in the ‘l'reasury 
applicable to ‘he payment of the public debt 
in redemption of these old bonds. 

| proceed next to inquire whether the Secre- 
tary has exceeded the law by expending more 
than one half of one per cent. 
refunded in effecting the new 
declared in section two that- 


bonds 


loan. It is 


“A sum not exceeding one half of one percent. of 
the bonds herein authorized is hereby appropriated 
to pay the expense of preparing, issuing, advertising, 
and disposing of the same.” 

This appropriation amounts to 
to pay the entire expense 
$1,500,000, 000. 
preparing, and advertising the bonds 
the Secretary has legal authority to expend 
the residue of the $7,500,000 in effecting the 

sale of the new bonds. It must be held to be 
his duty under the law to see to it ‘hat the cost 
of negotiating the entire loan shall not exceed 
the sum appropriated; and that the cost of 
negotiating any distinct part of it shall not 
exceed the maximum rate of one half of one 
per cent.; and that the cost shall not be 
allowed to come up to that maximum on any 

distinct part of 1t unless it be reasonably neces- 
sary to secure its negot ation. The aggregate 


$7,500,000 
of refunding 


issuing, 





of the bonds 


| feel clear in the | 


iim of the law that the proceeds | 


against the inevitable increase in | 


| 


i 
j 





| 
| 
{| 


|| such a vast sum of money for three 


1] 


|| and equivalent to an additional commission 


| money at only six per cent. per 
|| syndicate 
Atier payment of the cost of | 


expend in the sravnetion of $200,000.000 
of five per cent. bonds could not, therefore, 
lawfully excéed $1,000,000. The cost of pre- 
paring, issuing,and advertising that part of 
the loan is estimated va the De partment lo be 
about $400,000. I applied to the Secretary 
for a detailed statement of the cost of prepar- 
ing, issuing, and advertising this part of the 
loan ; but he said he could not now give it. 

The amount actually paid for negotiating 
the sale of $65,775,550 of it was one quarter 
of one per cent., or the sum of $164,488 874. 
The total amount paid for negotiating the sale 
of the next $50,000,000 of it was but one 
eighth of one per cent., or the sum of $62,500. 
The amount actually paid under the contract 
with the ‘* syndicate’’ for negotiating the sale 
of the remaining $84,224,450 of it was at least 
$375,000, equal to nearly one half of one per 
cent. on that sum. Is such a payment jus- 
tified by the law? Is ita fair and reasonable 
compliance with its terms and intent? | think 
not. I think it involves a clear excess of 
authority. 

It is exceedingly important that the country 
should know exactly how and for what specific 


purposes this $400,000 was expended, How 
much for preparing the bonds? How much 


tor advertising? How much was paid to special 

with or without authority of law? 
How much in other ways not contemplated by 
the terms of the law, or by its framers at the 
time of its enactment? All this information 
is for the present withheld from us by the Sec- 
retary. 

But does this statement fairly indicate the 
whole amount paid to the syndicate under the 
coutract with the Secretary? That contract 
was based upon a consideration. That con- 
sideration consisted of all the stipulations in 
the contract. The obligation on the part of 
the Secretary to pay the syndicate the sums I 
have mentioned was one part of those stipula 
tions only—was only a partcf the consideration 
or compensation moving from the Government 
to the syndicate. Another most important and 
valuable stipulation in the contract was the 
agreement of the Secretary that the proceeds 
arising from the sale of the bouds should remain 

| on deposit with the syndicate people for three 
months or more. Under the contract, there 
fore, for that period the money was out of the 
legal and aetual control of the Secretary, if 
the contract in that respect was valid. It 
amounted to a loan by the Secretary to those 
people for three months of about one hundred 
and thirty-five million dollars, without interest, 
but with security. 

It was not in legal effect, or in fact, an 

| ordinary deposit, a mere sight deposit, of pub- 
| lic money in a national depository, subject at 


agents, 


|| all times to the control of the Secretary; but 


it was in clear legal effect a time deposit or 
loan for three months. It was demanded by 
the syndicate because they wanted a larger || 
commission for negotiating the loan than that 
allowed by the law, and because the use of 
montlis, 
without interest, would be valuable to them, 


of one and a half or two per cent. for nego- 
| tiating the loan. Estimating the use of the | 
annum, the 
from it in three 
This sum, added to the 


would realize 
months $2,025,000. 


| legal commissions received by the syndicate, 


makes the aggregate of their compensation 


|| under the law and the contract at leas: 


2,462,500. [he same arrangement applied 


| to the negotiation of the remaining $1,300,000,- 


000 of the new loan would make it pay in 
commissions to the syndicate, excluding esti- 
mated cost of preparing, issuing, and adver- 
| tising, at least the sum of $4,500,000, and in 


|| the use of the money for three ‘months the 
| further sum of $19,500,000, making in all the 
magnificent harvest ot $24,000,000. 


1 estimate, upon all the information I can 
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on the subject, that the cost of prepar 
| ing, issuing, and advertising the remainir , 
31,300,000,000 of the loan cannot tl 
sed 


two miilion dollars. The expense on future 
sales . for ihauy reasons, will be much less om 
tive ly than on the first $200, QUO, 000. os 
Sut in fact, under the practical work; ng of 
this mysterious syndicate arrangement, tho 
banks and Jay Cooke & Co. are guarantied the 
these vast sums for considerably more 
than three months without interest. | incorpo 
rate with my remarks one tabular statem ent 


use of 


the subseripuons to this loan made by nationa| 


banks and payable in certificates of gold ¢ 

on deposit in the Treasury, with the date oa 
amount of each subscription, and the name of 
the bank making the same, and another tahy 


lar statement of the amounts and dates of gyh 


| scriptions to the loan made by the syndicas, 


of the 


i| Seers 


| of old bonds on and after December 1, 





| 





1] 





lhe subscriptions by the banks amount to 
$14,377,300, and run from the 14th to the end 
month of August, 1871; and those by 
Jay Cooke & Co. amount to $117,518,959, and 
extend from the 6th to the end of the same 


| mouth, making together $131,896,250 


The new bonds so subscribed for bore inter. 
est from the several dates of subs scription, 
forth in these tables. Yet the inter- 
est on the old bonds to the same amount of 
$131,896,250 did not cease at the expiratio: 
of three months from the date of these several 
subscriptions, because for some reason the 
‘tary did not issue his notice to eal! in an 
equal amount of the old bonds at once, bu: 
waited until September 1, 1871, when he issued 


as sel 


| a notice (which I will print with these remarks 


calling in and stopping interest on $100,000,000 
1871. 
fle issued a like notice on December 7, 1871 
calling in and stopping interest on $20,000,000 
more of the old bonds on and afier March 7, 
1872. He issued a like notice on December 
20, 1871, calling in and stopping interest on 
$20,000,000 more of old bonds on and after 
March 29,1872. I will print with my remarks 
both these notices. 

Thus it appears that the syndicate in fact 
had the use, without interest, under this re- 
markable contract, of $100,000,000 for an aver- 


| age period of about three months and twelve 
| days, and of 


$20,000,000 more for an average 
period of over six months and a half, and ot 
the residue for nearly seven months. These 


startling facts indicate a policy or management 
| that is to me inexplicable. 
| clear, however, that it is most generously prot: 
|| itable to the syndicate, and unjustly and unlaw- 
| fully expensive to the people. 


It is impressively 


It is still more 
surprising, in view of the statement in the 
Secretary's uotice of August 10, 1871, in which 
he says: 

“At the commencement of each month notice will 
be given of the redemption of an amount of bonds 


| equal to the amount of subscriptions i in coin for the 


preceding month, interest to. cease in ninety days 
from the date of such notice.’ 


Why were not notices issued in accordance 
with this pledge? Why did the notice of Sep- 
tember 1, 1871, embrace but $100,000,000 when 
at the date of it over one hundred and twenty- 
five million dollars of the new bonds had been 
in fact subscribed and paid for? Such man- 
agement, I think, demandsthe most emphatic 
condemnation. It seems to me to involve 


| both a violation of the law, and to be suscepti- 


ble of the greatest abuses. The best interests 
of the country and the tax-payers demand 
that the old bonds shall be redeemed, and the 
accruing of interest upon them stopped in 
the shortest possible period after the sale of 
the new bonds. It would be gross injustice 
as well as blundering policy to suffer both 
debts, the old and the new, to bear interest 
for a moment longer than is unadvoideble con- 
sistently with the national honor. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I have not yet fully indi- 
cated the measure of the earnings of the syn 
dicate under the arrangement in question. 
Beside the profits to which I have referred, it 


suw that he could under any circumstances | obtain from the Secreiary and other sources |! must be remembered ihat the proceeds of the 


1972. 
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_pscriptions by the syndicate to the wnat 


bonds are to remain on deposit with and to be | 
ved and used by the syndicate, not sale | 
‘:] the expiration of the agreed period of | 
three months, but also thereafter until they 

“in fact needed by the Treasury for the actual 


or 


are it 


a mption of theold bonds. Theseold bonds 


a. me in for redemption very slowly. A large 
part of those called in by each successive 
‘vice are, in fact, not surrendered by their 
holders for redemption until some time after 
the expiration of the three months. For ex- 
ample, of the $100,000,000 called in by the 
notice of September 1, 1871, only $86,980,800 
had in fact been redeemed up to yesterday, 
although the interest on them stopped on 
December 1, 1871. 

fhus it is demonstrated that at least 
213,019,200 0f that $100,000,009 subscribed in 
Aug ist last has been enjoyed and used by the 
syndicate ever since i:s subscription. | have 
no doubt it is true that of all sums subscribed 
by the syndicate they have the use, under 
their contract with the Depariment, of the | 
entire amount for periods of time which aver- 
ave at least one month after the expiration of 
the time limited in the respective notices 
calling in the old bonds for redemption. The 
value of this use to the syndicate is worth 
millions more in addition to what I have 
already specified. 

Mr. Speaker, in reply to all these sugges- 
tions it is maintained by the majority of the 
committee that the Secretary had legal war 
rant to do all these things. Where does he 
find it? Itis notin the act to refund the public 
Is it in the law relating to national 
if so it must be in section forty-five, 
which reads: 


debt. 


banks; 


That all associations under this act, when desig- 
nated for that purpose by the Secretary of the | 
Treasury, shall be depositories of public money, 
except receipts from customs, under such regula- 
tions as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury: and they may also be employed as finan- 
cial agents of the Government, aud they shall per- 
form all such reasonable duties as depositories of 
public money and financial agents of the Govern- 
ment as may be required of them; and the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury shall require of the association 
thus designated satisfactory security, by the deposit 
of United States bonds and otherwise, for the safe- 
keeping and prompt payment of the public money 
deposited with them, and for the faithful perform- | 
ance of their duties as the financial agents of the | 
Government.” 

I can perceive in this language no authority 
to make such a contract. The duty of a de- 
positary, under this law, is simply to receive 
public moneys in the ordinary course of cur- 
rent business, and only on sight deposits, sub- 
ject at all times to the order of the Govern- 
ment. The law confers upon the Secretary no 
power to deposit the public moneys on other 
conditions, or by any kind of contract to put 
them beyond the control of the Goverument 
for a single day or hour, or upon any con- 
sideration or terms to lend them for any period, 
with or without interest. If he may make a | 
loan of public moneys for a day, or for three 
months, he may for any period that he may 
choose. If he can lend to the syndicate, he 
can lend to any other person or combination 
of persons. His contract with the syndicate 
18 not in any sense a designation of a national 
bank as a depository of public money ; neither 
is that contract the employment of a national 
bank as a financial agent; noris it a contract 
With a national bank at all, for the syndicate 
is nota national bank. The high contracting 
parties appear to be the Secretary on the one | 
side and Jay Cooke & Co., or Jay Cooke & | 
Co.’s national bank, and certain foreign banks | 
and capitalists on the other side, called the | 
syndicate. 
porations, at home and abroad, the syndicate 
18 Composed, we are not informed. he Secre- 
tary informs us that the syndicate consists of 
‘Jay Cooke & Co. and others connected with 
them in this country and Europe.’ 

lhe persons in this country may be national 
banks or they may not, but the persons in 
Euro} ¢ cannot be. Will it be pretended that 
under the law I have quoted, or any other law, | 








Of exactly what persons or cor- || 
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he is authorized to make any person in this 
country, nota national bank, a national depos- 
itary, or to make any citizen or corporation of 
any foreign country a national depositary under 
any circumstances whatever ; or to make such 
a contract as the syndicate contract with any 
person or institution whom he could not des- 
ignate to act as a national depositary? Cer- 
tainly none of these things will be claimed. 
It is self-evident, upon the statements of the 
Secretary to the committee, that this remark 
able contract was never intended to be based 
upon or to find legal validity in the section of 
the banking law which is cited. In my judg- 
ment, there is therefore an entire lack of 
authority to make such a contract at all. 
Besides, it seems to me to be an arrangement 
of such an extraordinary and dangerous char- 
acter that it ought to be discontinued as soon 
as practicable. Being unauthorized, and in 
itself inexpedient and unjust in ‘its effects 
upon the Treasury and the people, | 
consider it no more in detail. 


But it is further alleged by the majority in | 


defeuse of the syndicate that it would con- 


| vulse the whole business of the country if the 


Secretary had not agreed with the syndicate 
parties that these vast sums of money should 


| remain on deposit with them until required by 


him in redemption of the five-twenty bonds. 
It may be conceded that there is an appre- 
ciable amount of truth in this suggesion, under 
all the circumstances of our country, in so far 
as the new loan was in fact purchased by our 
national banks. But it can have no logical 
force or application so far as the new joan is 
negotiated abroad, and it is well known that 
| the chief operations of the syndicate have 
been heretofore, and are expected to be here- 
after, conducted in foreign countries. Such 


upon financial interests or conditions in our 
| country. 


abroad, and in the process of refunding will 
| never pass through our national banks at all. 
There is, therefore, no propriety or necessity 
arising out of the monetary interests of the 
country or the demands of current business 
| for such an anomalous and mysterious arrange- 
ment as the syndicate. It is without legal 
authority, it is unjustifiably expensive to the 
country, and it involves a most dangerous 


Government to private hands. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, it is pertinent to in 
quire whether in fact these vast sums arising 
| from sales of the new bonds were ever depos- 
ited at all with any national depository. It is 
assumed by the majority that these moneys 
are in very truth deposited with the national 
banks as depositories. Certainly they could 
| be lawfully deposited nowhere else, except in 
the Treasury. Were they ineither? Let us see. 

At my request, the Secretary furnished to 
the committee, under date of January 16, 
1872, (Mis. Doc., No. 38,) ‘‘a statement 
showing the amounts of the securities for 
public deposits of the several national bank 
| depositories in the United States; also, the 
average weekly balances of the Treasurer of 
the United States and United States disburs 
ing officers in said depositories during the 
year ending December 31, 1871.’’ It was 
| during the period covered by this statement 
| that all these loans were negotiated by and 
| deposits made with these national deposit- 
|ories. Yet the significant facts are disclosed 
| by this schedule that the amount of these 
| securities deposited by all these depositories 
during that year was the inconsiderable sum 
of $15,774,000, and that the average weekly 
balances of the public moneys of all kinds 
deposited with all these depositories was only 
$11,358,853 52. Is it rational, fair, or possible 
to believe that the proceeds of the sales of 
bonds for $200,000,000 are covered by only 
$15,774,000 of securities, or would produce no 
greater average balances in the books of these 
depositories than $11,358,853 52? 





need 


operations can exercise no material influence || 


Very much the largest part of the | 
old bonds intended to be refunded are held | 


transfer of control of public funds from the | 





But this same statement further shows that 
| the First National Bank of Washington, being 
| Jay Cooke & Co.’s bank, and supposed to be 
| the veritable syndicate bank, during the same 
| year had securities deposited with the Treas- 
urer, to make the Government safe against all 
| deposits left with it, to the amount of only 
| $100,000, and hada weekly average of deposits 
| of pubic money of only $100,352 67. Yet the 
| statement of subscriptions to the loan by the 
| syndicate. to which | have already referred, 
shows that during the month of August, 1871 
| that single bank subscribed for $60,000,000 at 
one time and for $15,000,000 at another time, 
and for otherlarge sums. Ifthese subscriptions 
were in fact paid for at the date of subscrip 
tion. or thereafter, what was done with the 
money? Where was it deposited”? What 
securities did the Treasury hold for its prompt 
payment when needed ? 
lbhen [ turn to the report of the Comptroller 
of the Currency of December 4, 1871, giving 
|| the condition of all national 
October 2, 1871, and all its statements corre- 
| spond with those in Miscellaneous Document 
No. 38. Then I turn tothe monthly debt state- 
ments of the Treasury for the past year, giving 
| the coin and currency balances in the Treasury 
| at theendof each month, and there, too, I failto 
| find any evidence that any of these great sums 
arising from subscriptions and payments for 
| the new loan were in fact deposited in the 
Treasury. ‘The aggregates of coin and cur 
rency, for example, for December, were 
$127,294,320 68, and for November were 
| $106,380,144 60, and for October, $107,508, 
| 680 06, and so on, averaging through the year 
; about the same for each month, and corre- 
sponding closely with the monthly balances 
of the preceding year. 
Where, then, were these great sums in fact 
deposited? Where is actual home and 
abidiug-place of the syndicate? Where have 
their operations been carried on, their moneys 
| kept, and their accounts reported? 1 cannot 
Somebody should. Is it not fair, 
from all these facts, to infer that, in truth, 
| these vast sums of the new loan subscribed 
| for by the banks and the syndicate were really 
not paid at the date of subscription at all, or 
were only constructively paid, but in fact and 
law not paid until the outstanding old bonds 
| were brought in for surrender and redemption ? 
These matters demand specific explanation. 
Mr. Speaker, another suggestion, and I shall 
| have done. in his annual report of Decem- 
ber 4, 1871, the Secretary, alter a recital of 
estimates for expenditures for the current fis- 
cal year, says, ‘*These estimates show a bal 
ance applicable to the payment of the princi- 
| pal of the public debt for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1872, of $71,794,991 68.’’ Dur- 
ing the last fiscal year ending June 80, 1871, 
there was nearly as large a balance applicable 
to the same purpose. Why did not the Secre- 
tary utilize these great balances to expedite the 
redemption of the old bonds, and hasten the 
process of refunding, and reduce its expense 
; to the country, and avoid such an expensive 
| and dangerous contract with the syndicate? 
| 


the banks on 


the 


answer, 


| Certainly they could have been devoted to no 
| more appropriate or legitimate use. ‘The coun- 

try might have saved many millions by such a 
| policy. It would surely have been wiser than the 
practice of purchasing bonds in open market 
atapremium. I confess myself wholly unable 
to see why these balances were not made avail 
able to aid in and hasten and cheapen the prac 
tical business of refunding $200,000,000. 

In conclusion, with the utmost persona! 
respect for the Secretary, I feel bound to say 
| that in my judgment he has in those matters 
| to which [ lon referred iu detail clearly and 
| most dangerously exceeded his legal power, 
| and has lost to the country many millions of 


| dollars unnecessarily and unlawfully. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
1 W aSHINGTON, D.C., August 10, 1871. 


| Sir: I take the liberty to inform you that an ar- 
| rangement has been made for the disposal of the 
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remainder the bonds offered by the Secretary of 
‘ Cre if the 28th of February last, being 
i i ! red and ft r million dollars. 
sugciment i ibject to the yndition that 
thie if De itl Uni , e ites shall have 
ty within sixty days trom this date to 
wy sum or sum 1 exceeding fifty 
! ti 
Lb making or ¢ Lining subecriptions payable 
| be designated by the Secretary of the 
icpositaries of public money, upon the 
t »of placing the hands of the Trea 
t Ur | States | ls of the I 1 State 
, u yoteu ley 
At thee imencement of each month, notice will 
i th redemption of an amount ot bonds 
eamou f sub iptions in coin for the 
iit month, intere to cf ein ninety days 
m the date of such not 
«© bonds specified shall mature, the deposit 
willbe withdrawn from the several banks propor 
tionately. 
A commission of one eighth of one per cent. will 
be allowed upon all subscriptions made or obtained 


by national bank 
Very respectfully 


GEO. S. BOUTWELL, 


cretary. 


To the Casnrer « 


rHE NATIONAL Bank or —. 


Exhibit No. 1, 
NOTICI 
Re lempti m of f 


Treasury DerartMENT, September 1, 1871. 


Twenty Bonde of 1862. 


ty virtue of the authority given by an act of Con- 
gress approved July 14, 1870, entitled *‘An act to 
t riz the relat ing tl national debt, ’”’ I 
hereby give not that t principal and accrued 
interest t I ls herein-below designated, known 
aa five-twenty bonds, will be paid at the Treasury 
ie | is ) | f Washington, on 
day of December next, and that the 
‘nts ’ it is w iseonthatday. That 
In [tO Fuy, coupon b is |} wi as the first series, 
of February 25, 1862, dated May 1, 1862, num- 
bered follow 
| 9, inclusive, of $50 each. 
1 to 435) nelusive, of 100 each. 
l to 40011, inclusive, of 500 each. 
lt 1104, inclusive, of 1,000 each, 
And registered bonds of the same act— 
| to 595, inelusive, of $50 each. 
] 1103, inelu e, of 100 each. 
1 to 18%), inelu of 00 each. 
l to & 1b, I isive i 1,000 each, 
1 t HO, inclusiv ol 5,000 each. 
1 to 2006, inclusive, of 10,000 each. 
The amount outstanding (embraced in the num- 
bers as above) is § 1,000,000, 
Coupon bonds of the act of February 25, 1862, 


were issued intourdistinectseries. Bonds of the first 


ric embracing those de ribed above) do not bear 


the series designation upon them, while those of the 
second, third, and fourth seriesare distinctly marked 
on the face of the bonds, 

United States securities forwarded for redemption 
should be addressed tothe “loan division,’’ Secre- 


tary s office. 
J. F. HARTLEY, 


[Exhibit No. 2 
NOTICE. 
Redemption of Five- Twent 


TREASURY DePrARrMENT, December 7, 1871. 


Acting Secretary. 


y Bonds of 1862. 


Sy virtue of the authority given by an act of Con- 
gress approved July 14, 1870, entitled “*‘An act to 
authorize the refunding of the national debt,” I 
hereby give notice that the principal and accrued 
interest of the bonds herein-below designated 
known as five-twenty bonds, will be paid at the 
‘Treasury of the United States, in the erty of W ash- 
ington, on and after the 7th day of March, 1872, and 
thrt the interest on said bonds will cease on that 
day. That is to say, coupon bonds known as the 
second series, act of February 25, 1862, dated May 1, 
1862, as follows: 


$50 from No. 


1 No. 5460. both inclusive, 
$100 from No.1 

] 

7 

A 


) 
: o No, 13 . th inelusive, 
$00 from No 0 
) 


: No. 7964, both inclusive, 
$1,000 from No. 


No. 11120, pote inclusive. 
And registered bonds of the same act 


$50 from No. 59% to No. 697, both inelusive. 
$100 froin No. 4104 to No. 5079, both inclusive. 
$500 from No. 1900 to No. 2483, both inclusive. 
$1,000 from No, 8907 to No. 11008, both inclusive. 


$5,000 from No. 2666 to No. 3402, both inclusive. 
$10,000 from No, 2907 to No. 3899, both inclusive. 


as follows: 


Of the amount outstanding (embraced in the num- | 


bers as above) $16,000,000 are coupon bonds and 
$4,000,000 are registered bonds. 

Coupon bonds of the act of February 25, 1862, were | 
issued in four distinct series. Bonds of the first 
series (all of which have been previously ealled for 
redemption) do not bear the series designation upon 
them, while those of the second, third, and fourth 
series are distinctly marked on the face of the 
bor 1¢ ds, 

United States securities forwarded for redemption 
should be addressed to the "loan division,” Secre- | 
tary’s office, and all registered bonds should be | 


| 


| | 
aire 
be 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ssigned | to the Secretary of the Treasury for ree || 
saan tion. 
GEO.S - BOU TWELL, Secretary. | 
j 


{Exh ‘ibit N - 3] 
NOTICE. 

Redemption of Five- Twenty Bonds of 1862. 
Treasury DePaRTMENT, December 20, 1871. || 
By virtue of the authority given by an act of Con- || 
gress approved July 14, 1870, entitled ‘‘An act to |} 
authorize the refunding of the national debt,’ I 
hereby give notice that the principal and accrued 
interest of the bonds herein-below designated, known 
as five-twenty bonds, will be paid atthe Treasury of 
the United States, in the city of Washington, on and | 
after the 20th day of March, 1872, and that the in- 
terest on said bonds will cease onthat day. That is 
to eay, coupon bonds known as the second series, act 

of February 25, 1862, dated May 1, 1862, as follows: 


; Coupon—Second series. 
$50—No. 5461 to No. 10775, both inclusive. 
$100—No. 13094 to No. 25935, both inclusive. 
$500—No. 7965 to No, 16179, both inclusive. 
$1,000—No, 11121 to No. 27443, both inclusive 











January 3], 


—- 


Registered, 
$50—No. 698to No. 840, both inclys 
$100—No. 5080 to No. 5991, both inel ave 
$500—No. 2484 to No. 205 8, both inclus hy 
$1,000—No. 11009 to No. 13150, both inclusive. 
$5,000—No, 3403to No. 4102, both ine Lusi ve, 
$10,000—No. 3900to No. 4774, both inclusi, 


Ofthe amount outstanding (embraced jy ; 
bers as above) $16,000,000 are coupon bh rs 


$4,000,000 are registered bonds. ids and 


Coupon bonds of the act of February 25, 1862, - 
issued in four distinct series, Bondsot the first « a 
(all of which have been previously called for re, ler 

tion) do not bear the scries designation upon the 
while those of the second, third, and fourth then 
are distinctly marked on the face of the bonds. 

United States securities forwarded for re. lem 
should be addressed to the “loan division,  Seeres 
tary’s oflice, and all registered bonds should be“ .. 
signe d tu the Secretary of the Treasury for rede mp- 
tion. 

The bonds specified in the notice of December 
will be paid upon presentation, together with 
interest due. . 

GEO. 8. BOUTWELL, Secretary, 


[Exhibit No. 4.] 


Statement of issues on coin certificates of national banks, &c. 












































































Date. Name of bank. Ho, of ees | Amount 
1871. 
| DBO Bh cn mscceey | Ue ae Fei cccocrinressseeonpeopstnenes ieee I Balas 1 $200,000 
rT ee | Glenn’s Falls National Bank..............0-.0..sssscsssessssssesesees 1 25,000 
Aaa’ 22. ...csscsese National Bank of the Republic, Philadel phia........ a 2 100,000 
August 21.......00 .| First National Bank, Manchester, New Hampshire...... 1 50,000 
August 18.......c00 Ninth National Bank, New cf ., adhe ge Gena duttaaliabnacek ys 5 205,000 
August 18............ | Ninth National Bank, New York ...................ceee0 3 45,000 
August 14............ | Seventh National Bank, Philadel phia................... 1 1,000,000 
Aucust 18. National Bank of the Republic, Philadelphia... he i 1,000,000 
August 16............| First National Bank, Erie, Pe nnsylvania bevadeiicteaecdbeee iio 2 50,000 
August 23............| Sec ond National Bank, Philade Iphia......ec0. ee 874 400,000 
August 19............ | Second National Bank, Baltimore - 1 110,000 
August 16. First National Bank, North: ampton, Massachusetts. 1 50.000 
August 22 | First National Bank, Indianapolis, Indiana.......... =A 1 50,000 
August 21............ | First National Bank, New York i oe te ane iul oka tea 5 4 600,000 
August 23............| Merchants’ National Bank, Boston...................008 cekoan - 1 100,000 
August 25... ........| First National Bank, Bethle hem, Pennsylvania.. 1 280,000 
August 24...... | Bank of New York, National Bank Association ... land 2 1,000,000 
August 23............| Glenn’s Falls National Bank, new Ot es 3 25,000 
August 2......<.cs German National Bank, Chicago. ..................ccscessscoesceees 1 800,000 
August 24.,...........| First National Bank, Ports mouth, New ILampshire...... 1 50,000 
August 18.......... | Ninth National Bank, New York....... ee een teen 7 50,000 
August 25.......c000 | Rockford National Bank, Illinois 1 30,000 
AUVEUNE De ccscessces | First Nationel Bank, Bath. New York.......... 1 100,000 
August 25....iccicu | Merchants’ National Bank, Portland, Maine........ eee 1 50,000 
August 24............ | First National Bank, Madis A NS ; 1329 20,000 
Aucust 2 | Third National Bank, Springfield, Massachusetts. 1 252,000 
August 2) | First National Bank, pel eeree, Wisconsin.......... 4,144 110,000 
August 26............| Merchants’ National Bank, New York.....0.....20.0.ce+0. 1 1,000,000 
BUBCOR DP. cinnnnes First National Bank, Syrac us NT ERIN aon in sc oa coutien a 75,000 
August 26. First National Bank, Syr: uc ate OT IN nc cossuc canoes 257 125,000 
August 18. | Second Nationa! Bank. 8 . Paul, Minnesota. 588 82,000 
August 25..,.........] F irst National Bank, K: insas City, Missouri. 1 150,000 
August 28... ........| First Nz ation: ul Bank, Rondout, New York.. 1 30,000 
August 25... Farme rs’ and Merchants’ National Bank, P} nil: adelphia.. 193 1,000,000 
August 2 Citizens’ National Bank, Alexandria, Virginia se ceshese 1 20,000 
August 2 Fort Wayne National Bank, Indiana.............. 2 50.000 
August 29 Phil ulelphia National Bank, ye ils adelphia 1 500,000 
August 28...... Nicholas N;: ational Bank. New York.. a 1 50,000 
August 25.. Sr aaaietatre rs’ National Bank, Phil: adel phia.. soekii 1 100,000 
August 23.. First National Bank, Aurora, Illinois.. 1 and 3 41,000 
August 29.... Agawam National Bank, Springfield... ‘ 1 30,000 
August 26.. National Bank of Commerce, New ae abet 1 165,000 
August 25............| Eliot National Bank, Boston..................... Sisencoaa 1 200,000 
August 24........... Evansville National Bank, indiana. 4 50,000 
August 24............ Union National Bank, Philadelphia....... 1 25,000 
August 25.,...........| Merchants’ National Bank, Cincinnati.. l 200,000 
August 26............ Massachusetts National = ank, Boston.. aids Seiesinousecee pa 1 25,000 
August 29............/ Thames National Bank, Norwich, Counecticut....... eden 253 500,000 
August 2 First Rational Bank, New London, Connecticut... - 500,000 
PRET Os. cscccsens National Exchange Bank of Weston, West Virginia... 5,000 
August 28......... Merchants, Dattinet Pe ie ee os arn-cs caste seu west 10,000 
September 5........ Hudson Company, Jersey City. New Jersey...........c.s.00 101,009 
August 26...........| Second, Lansing, Mic a kta iene 10,000 


August 26. 
August 25 
August 26....,....... | Western. Philadelphi: Rt laeee: ss 
August ‘ 
August 2 





Ninth New York.. 











August 25............| First . rver, Delaw eS 48,000 
August 23...........| Ninth New York...... idl hae Fol 200,000 
August 25 «| National Bank of the Republic, Philadeiphia... 600,000 
August 2).... .| National Bank of the Republic, Philadelphia 200,000 
August 27...... | First National Bank, Grand Haven, Michigan......... 70,000 
August 29... | National Bank Redemption, Boston........... Ried 35,200 
August 2 | Flour City, of Rochester, New York................s00.. 75. 00 
August ‘ | First Ni ational Bi ink, Kansas City, Missouri............. 75,000 
August ‘ ..| National Bank of Commerce, New York.. 350,000 
August ‘ .| San Antonio, Texas.......... 85,050 
August 25., | Commerei ial, Dubuque, Iowa i 45,000 
August 23 and 21. irst National Bank, Albion, New OER wermer: 100,000 
August 29............ Atal = Bank, Fort Way ne, Indiana. 2 50,000 
et 99 ew ior i Socetvceges 0 ~/) 
August 22...... “UY | Depository. Cine innati, ‘Ohio... aoe 110) 43,05 
August 29........ Treasurer United States....... 22 50,00 
August 23.. ‘ | First National Bank, New York.. eet Sh ES 9 50.000 
August 20............| First National Bank. Portland, Oregon. oni 5 120,009 
August 23......... | | Ninth National Bank. New York 13 250),000 
November 24... Assistant Treasurer, New York... 254 10,000 
SO inser fnie eel ialiiki hdliaktinicinbcde icvcbaisieealbeiaSis capi onnnaiaeimabaddaanthe shen ie . $14,377,300 


i 


First National Bank, Springfield, Tilinois... 
| First National. Bank, Fort W: ayne, Indiana.. 


Second, Jersey City, New Jersey eat 


Aeon ee nee eRe eeee eee eeee® 
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J law and the like. 

In other word syndic is an agent to 
do business as such for a Government or body 
of men, or a corporation or otherwise 


Mr. WOOD I should 


‘ 


tlespan from 


to ask the gen 
lennessee whether, under his 
of the Treasury 
agents in Europe to 


construction, the Secretary 
had power Lo appoint 
negotiate this loan. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. Speaker, as I 
io agree with the majority of the 
of Ways and 


was unable 


submitted 
relative to the 


Means in the report 
by the chairman last week, 
rality of the arrangement entered into by 
1 Se cretary of the | rea ury with Jay Cooke 
, known asthe syn 
licate, in the refunding of a portion of the 
first $200,000,000 of the bonded debt of the 
tTnited States, under the act of July 14, 1870, 
| have thought it best to state the reasons for 
my dissent to the House, as the 
on the report and resolution submitted will 
doubtless govern the action of the See retary 
ition of the remaining $1,300,000, - 
000 which by that 
upon the market, 


& Co , al d their associate 


action taken 


in the dispos 

act he is authorized to put 
so that our determination of 
the question has a far greater significance than 


[hat is what Webster | 


THE 


| 


CONGRESSION 





may derive from the sale of any of the bonds the 


|| issue of which is provided for in this act, to pay at 


| 


par and cancel any six per cent. bonds of the United 


| States of the kind known as the five-twenty bonds, 
| which have become, or shall hereafter become, re- 


| 


Committee | 


{| of the | 


deemable by the terms of theirissue. But the par- 
ticular bonds so to be paid and canceled shall in 
all eases be indicated and specified by class, date, 
and numbe * in the order of their issue and reg 
beginning th the first numbered and issued, 

vublie aie to be given by the Secretary of the 
lreasury, and in three months after the date of such 


| publie notice the interest on the bonds so selected 


’ 


and advertised to be paid shall cease.’ 


I agree substantially with the majority inthe 


| opinion that a temporary increase of the bonds 


| 


nited States was inevitable if the debt 
was refunded inany other way than by exchang- 
ing the bonds authorized to be issued by the 
act of July 14, 1870, for five-twenty bonds ‘‘ par 
for par ;’’ and as the Secret ary was expressly 
authorized by the second section of thatact ‘* to 
sell and dispose of any of the bonds issued 
under this act, at not less than their par value 
for coin, and to apply the proceeds thereof to 
the redemption of any of the bonds of the Uni- 
ted States outstanding and known as five twenty 
bonds at their par value,’’ it followed that he 


| had the right to sell the new bonds before he 


| redeemed 


those outstanding, which neces- 


the mere vindication of the past action of the || sarily increased the ag er aud amount of the 


Secretary, however desirable that may be re- 
garded. I do not desire in this matter to seek 
any party advantage; I certainly would not 
knowingly do the Secretary injustice ; indeed, | 
I regret that it became my duty to investigate 
the matter, as it was a subject entirely new to 
me, and one to which | had not given as much 
consideration heretofore as perbaps I ought. 

The resolution submitted by the House to 
the committee is as follows: 

Whereas it is alleged that the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in placing the newly authorized five per 
cent. bonds upon the mark has, in defiance ofthe 
law creating them, increase ath »publie bonded debt, 
and has exceeded the one half of one per cent. 
vilowed by the funding act for all expenses in placing 
suid loan: Therefore 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee of Ways and Means 
be directed to investigate the said transactions, and 


‘*bonded debt of the United States’’ from the 


| time of the sale until a corresponding number 


i} 
it 
i 


or amount of five-twenties were redeemed with 
the proceeds of those sold. 
It seems to me, therefore, that the following 


| language used at the close of the first section 


have power to send for persons and papers, and | 


to report the 
debt, if any, the agents employed and paid by him 


amount of such increase of the bonded | 


for the services rendered, all contracts pertaining to | 


the same, and the sums paid to said agents. 
The only evidence 


tee was that of the 


taken by the commit- 
Secretary and Jay Cooke, 
whose statements are attached to the report 
of the majority, and the only 
existing laws which it is 


sections of 
necessary to consider 
specially are the following 

Section forty-five of the general banking law, 
proved June 3, 1864, makes the only pro- 
vision which need be referred to, prior to the 
act of July 14, 1870. It reads as follows: 


“That all associations under this act, when des- 
ignated for that purpose by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, shall be depositories of public money, 
except receipts from customs, umder such regula- 
tions as may be prescribed bythe Secretary; and they 
may also be employed astinancial agents of the Gov- 
ernment; and they shall perform allsuch reasonable 
duties, as depositories of public moneys and finan- 
cial agents of the Government, as may be required 
vf them. And the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
require of the associations thus designated satisfae- 
tory security, by the deposit of United States bonds 
andotherwise, for the safe-keepingand prompt pay- 
inent of the public money deposited with them, and 
for the faithful performance of their duties as finan- 
cial agents of the Ta. cae og 


The act of July 14, ), which provides for 
the issue of the new a ve per cent. bonds in 
its first section, provides as follows in sections 
two and four: 

“Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to sell and 
dispose of any of the bonds issued under this act, at 
not less than their par value for coin, and to apply 
the proceeds thereofto the redemption of any of the 


bonds of the United States outstanding, and known | 


as five-twenty bonds, at their par value, or he may 


exchange the same for such five-twenty bonds, par | 


for par; but the bonds hereby authorized shall be 
used for no other purpose whatsoever. 
not exceeding one half of one per cent. of the bonds 
herein authorized is hereby appropriated to pay the 
expense of preparing, issuing, advertising, and flis- 
posing of the same, re ° - 

‘Sec. 4. And be it Surt a enacted, That the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury is hereby authorized, with any 
coin in the Treasury of the United States which he 
may lawfully apply to such purpose, or which he 


And asum | 





of the act, to wit, ** but nothing in this act or 
in any other law now in force shall be con- 
strued to authorize any increase whatever of 
the bonded debt of the United States,’’ must 
be construed, in view of the subsequent pro- 
visions, as though the words ‘‘after the ex- 
change or sale and redemption hereinafter 
authorized is completed’? had been added. 

But I do not agree that the increase of 
$135,000,000 in the bonded debt of the coun- 
try, which did take place in the transaction 
which we are considering—a_ considerable 
portion of which increase still continues—was 
either necessary or proper; and | am further 


| of opinion that the contract entered into by 
| the Secretary with Jay Cooke & Co. (for the 


| 
i 
j 
| 


| 


| 


| 


| to Congress, dated December 4, 
| showing that $200,000,000 of the five per cent. 


j 
| 
| 
| 





syndicate) was not authorized by law, and 
gave these gentlemen an unnecessary and 
improper control of the funds of the Govern- 
ment for the purpose of private gain, which 
Congress ought not to sanction, or establish 
as a precedent, which will authorize the pres- 
ent or any future Secretary to adopt it in the 


|| disposition of the remaining $1,300,000,000 
|| of the bonds directed to be sold. 


| propose 
as briefly as I can to state the facts which, 
under the laws I have stated, have led me to 
these conclusions. 

The Secretary of the Treasury in his report 
1871, after 


loan was put upon the market on the 6th of 
March, 1871, says: 

“On the Ist of August the subscriptions amounted 
to $65,775,500, chiefly by the national banks.’’ 

He stated before the committee that com- 
missions of one fourth of one per cent. were 
allowed to the banks on the amount subscribed 
as above stated, and no arrangement or con- 
tract, so far as appears, was made whereby 
they were authorized to hold the money they 
had subscribed for this $65,775,500, for any 
length of time. The Secretary said in his evi- 
dence betore the committee, when speaking 
of this $65,775,500 subscription, that the banks 
exchanged six per cents for five per cents. 
The Secretary says further: 

“Under date of July 14, 1871, a dispatch was re- 


ceived from Hon. William A. Richardson, Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury, then in London, stating 


||} that certain bankers in Europe proposed to take the 


remainder of the $200,000,000 of five per cents upon 
certain conditions. This proposition was considered 
and modified, and early in August an agreement 

was made with Messrs. Jay Cooke & Co., represent- 
ing bankers in Europe and the United States.” 


Chis will, I think, satisfy the chairman of 
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| Secretary of the Treasury, that what indy, 
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the committee that he was mistaken in } 
statement just made. iin, 
Mr. DAWES. I do not desire to ex 
the fact that bankers in Europe lar, gely a i 
pated in this loan. . 
Mr. BECK. And furnished the mone 
Mr. DAWES. Ido not desire to Cor 
the fact that it was known probably ot Oe 


O [be 
Jay Cooke & Co. to make the offer wag tha, 
they and others in this country had agre 


take large amounts of it. 


+ 
4 
edt 


) 
but the Secre: 


ae 
very wisely, as I think, had his dealings goal; 
with those whom the law of the land desie, vs,’ 
as our financial agents. ; 
Mr. BECK. The sentences I am now abou: 
to read from the report will enable the Hoi 
to understand exactly how that was do 
** By the terms of the agreement, the parties y, 
resented by Messrs. Jay Cooke & Co. had the y: 
to subscribe for the remainder of the $200.000.04 
said bonds, by giving notice thereof, atany t me ce 
vious to the Ist of April next, and by subserihipe ¢> 


$10,000, 000 at once, and for an average o if ut 
$5,000,000 of bonds permonth during the intery: 
time, ‘subject to the right of the national bay 
subseribe for $50,000,000 within sixty days f; 
25th day of Augu: c. 

*It was also agreed that the subscriptions sh 
all be made through national banks, and certifies: 
of deposit therefor issued by said banks to thes 
retary of the Treasury, bonds to be lodged with; 
Treasurer of the United States for the amount of 
deposit. By a printed circular issued on the 10 
August, 1871, it was announced that national | 
making or obtaining subscriptions, payable in ¢ 
would bedesignated bytheSecretary of the Tre 
as depositaries of public money, on the usual eond 
tion of placing in the hands of the Treasurer of tho 
United States bonds of the United States { r the 
security of such deposits; and that at the e 
mencement of each month notice would be given of 
the redemption ofan amount of bonds equal tot 
amount of subse riptions in coin for the proce li 
month, interest to ceasein ninety days fromthe da 
of such notice. 

“It was also statedin the circular that, as the bonds 
called should mature, the deposits would be drawn 
from the several banks proportionately. 

‘It was further agreed that the subscribers to th 
loan should receive as commissions whatever m 
remain of the half of one percent. allowed - . W 
upon the $200,000,000 after paying the cost of paper 
for the bonds, for engraving, printing, advertising 
delivery, and all other exne nses of the same. 

‘Under this agreement the books were opened in 
this country and in Europe, and by the last of 
August subscriptions were obtained for the entire 
amount offered. 

“On the Ist of September public notice was given 
that certain five-twenty bonds, to the amount 
$100,000,000 of the issue of 1862, specified by numb 
us nearly as was practicable, according to the pr 
visions of the act of July 14, 1870, would be paid 
on the Ist of December, and that the interest 
would cease on that date. Of the bonds so called, 
more than eighty million dollars are now in the 
possession of the Department of which amount: 
$17,000,000 have been paid in coin, and the remain- 
der have been received or deposited in exchange 
for the five per cent. bonds.” 


ih the 


\ 


asury 


The circular of August 10, referred to 
above, contained the further provision, which 
is not stated in the report of the Secretary : 

‘‘A commission of one eighth of one per cent. will 
be allowed upon all subscriptions made or obtained 
by national banks.” 

And it did not contain what is stated in his 
report, that-— 

“It was further agreed that the subscribers to 
the loan should receive as commissions whatever 
might remain of the half of one per cent. allowed 
by law on the $200,000,000, after paying the cost of 
paper,” &c. 

Desiring to be accurate as to the facts, I 

called on the Treasurer, and, in company with 
my colleague on the committee, [Mr. Kerr, | 
upon the Secretary, and was informed by both 
that bonds were, or will be, issued for all 
that portion of the $200,000,000 subscribed 
for after August 1, 1871, with interest cou- 
pons attached from August 1, 1871; and the 
bank by or through which the subscription 
was made will be charged with an amount 
equal to the interest from the Ist day of 
August to the date of the subscription. For 
example: if the Treasury Department was 
notified on the 15th day of August. 1871, that 
the First National Bank of W ashington had 
subscribed for $20,000,000 of the five per 


cent. bonds, that bank would receive bonds for 
$20,000,000, with interest coupons attached, 
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pay: 4 ble 
: be charged on the books of the Treas- 


ry with the amount of interest thereon from | 


woul ld 


ist to the 15th of August; in short, each 
subscri yer to the loan receives interest from 
the day certificates of deposit are issued by the 
anks to the Secretary, on the terms set forth 
in the agreement, 


It will be seen by an examination of the || 


report above quoted, and the te stimony of 
Secretary printed with the report of the 

; jority of the Committee of Waysand Means, 
shat ‘by the last of August, 1871, subscrip- 
us were obtained for the entire amount 
offer ed.’ and of course the new bonds of the 
United States, bearing interest from the dates 
the subscription, have been or will be issued 

to ae subscribers. It further appears that it 
was part of the agreement that the notice 
calling in the outstanding six per cent. bonds, 


the 


quarterly from August 1, 1871, and | 


] 





and stop ping the payment of interest on them 


after three months from the date of the notice, 
was lo be issued at the commencement of each 


month for ‘an amount of bonds equal to the | 


amount of subscriptions in coin for the pre- 
ceding month.’’ As I understand it, the agree- 


ment that the money subscribed for the new | 


bonds should be loaned to or not withdrawn 
from the parties subscribing (which means 
both in law and fact the same thing) for 
ninety days was intended to mean, and did 
mean, ninety days from and after the date of 
the notice calling in the six per cent bonds. 
By the arrangement that the notice should 
on lyissue at thecommencement of each month 
the subscribers obtained the use of the money 


which they subscribed for the new bonds during || 


all the unexpired portion of the month in 
which they made the subscription, in addition 
to the three months, and they of course drew 
their interest on the bonds subscribed for also ; 


so that if a subscription was made on the 10th | 


or 15th of a month, it was an additional two 
thirds or half of a month during which the Gov- 
ernment was paying interest both on the new 
five and the old six per cent. bonds. I do not 


believe that the Secretary had any right under | 


any law to make such a bargain, or to take the 
money of the people to pay eleven per cent. 
under such an arrangement. 

It will be observed from the report above 
quoted, that while the whole amount offered, 
say $135,000,000, was subscribed for before 
the last of August, the notice which issued 
on the first of September only called in and 
stopped the interest upon 
expiration of three months thereafter. No 
further notice was issued till December 7, 
when $20,000,000 more was called in, and on 
the 20th of December, 1871, another $20,000,- 
000 was recalled in three months after the 
notices aforesaid. The excuse of the Secre- 
tary, and the argument of the majority of the 
committee, is that no man holding a six per 
cent. bond would surrender it till the interest 
had stopped, and therefore the proceeds of the 
sales of the five per cents null not be used 
till three months after the notice was given. 
That being so, and all the $135,000,000 of new 
bonds having been sold before September i, 
why were not $135,000,000 of six per cents 
called in instead of $100.000,000, and why 


$100,000,000 at the | 


| notice of September 1, 
| as I said before, 
| and use the money for their personal benefit, 
| while the people were paying 
| sets of bonds. 


THE CO 


| otber 


And the fourth section of the act of July 14, 
1870, provi ide 8: 
“That the 


authorized, 


See retary 


| of the Treasury is hereby 
with any 


coinin the Treasury of tho 


United States which he may lawfully ap ply to such 


purpose, or which may be derived from the sale of 
any of the bonds the issue of which is provided for 
in this act, to pay at par and cancel any six per cent. 


| bonds of the United States of the kind known as 


five-twenty bonds which have become or shall here- 
after become redeemable by the terms of their 
issue.”’ 

1 understand the meaning of that and the 


the act of July 14, 1870, to 


sections of 


| be to make all the surplus gold in the Treasury 


equally applicable to the payment and cancella- 
tion of thedive-twenty bonds which have become 


| redeemable, as the proceeds of the sale of the 


new five per cent. bonds are, and I suppose 
there never was a day since the 14th of July, 
1870, when there was not from fifty to seventy- 


| five million dollars of gold in the Treasury, 


or in the several depositaries, subject to the 
order of the Secretary. 

unable to see, when the 
millions of the five-twenty bonds redeemable 
at the of the Secretary, why, with 
$135,000,000 of new five per cent. bonds sold, 
as he states in his report, before September 1 


lam, therefore, utterly 
re were many hundred 


option 


and with over fifty million dollars of other gold 
lying idle in the Treasury, he only called in 
and stopped interest upon $100,000,000 by his 
1871, unless it was, 
to allow the syndicate to hold 


interest on both 


The Secretary has within a day or two past 
furnished us with a detailed statement of the 


| subscriptions made for that portion of the 


|| the 10th of August last 


taken after 
by the syndicate and 
the national banks, under his notice and the 
agreement heretofore referred to. These de- 


S200,000,000 new loan which was 


|| tailed statements vary somewhat, or at least 


|| the $200,000,000. 


was no further call made till December 7 and | 


December 20; and why, if subscriptions were 
made on the 5th, 10th, or 15th of a month, 
was the notice calling in the outstanding bonds 
postponed till the first of the succeeding month? 


I can see no reason, except to give the syndic- | 


ate that much longer use of ihe money for 
nothing, while the interest was running and 
the taxes were being levied to pay it on both 
sets of bonds. There was plenty of money in 
the Treasury to meet any bonds returned under 
any notice at all times after July 14, 1870. 
The Secretary says, (see page 7 of his last 
ceperss) 

“These estimates show a balance applicable to 


the payment of the principal of the public debt for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1872, $71,794,991 68.” 


aaa to have a statement of the e xpe nses made || 
| out and furnished to us, 


appear to vary from the statements made by 


| the Secretary in his report andin his evidence 


before the committee. They are made part of 
the remarks of my colleague on the committee, 
[Mr. Kerr,] and they show that the national 
banks other than Jay Cooke & Co. 
loan during the month of August $14,377,300, 
and that the First National Bank of Washing- 
ton, District of Columbia, (Jay Cooke & Co.’s 
bank, called the syndicate, ) took $117,510,950, 
of which about one hundred and ten million 
dollars were taken in August, and about seven 
million five hundred thousaund dollars have 
been taken since. These sums, together with 
the $65,775,500 taken by the banks before 
August, leave a deficit of $2,328,200 accord- 
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the fact, that the banks were paid a commis- 
one quarter of one per cent. on’ the 
$65,000,000 first taken, and one eighth of one 
per cent. on the $50,000,000 subseribed by the 
banks as such, out of the remaining $135,000, 
and the commissions paid the syndicate would 
be as follows, subject to the expenses, what- 
ever they may turn out to be: 
Commission at 
CONL.... e000 wowersas vevcesvesceces cenece 
Commission on $50,000,000 at one 
DOF COG cciccccccecccnccccccces 


on $65,775,500, one quarter per 

..3164,438 75 
eighth 

2 500 00 

$226,998 

ooke & Co., 





70 


Leaving the amount to go to Jay C out 


of this portion of the loan, underthe agreement, 
as to the remnant of the one halt per cent. on 
$115,775,500 ..... $351,938 75 


P aid by Jay Cooke & Co., commissions on 
$84,224,500, one half per cent . 421,122 50 
$773,061 25 


Total to Cooke & Co., (less expenses)..... 
Thus Jay Cooke & Co. received as commis 
sion on a subscription for, say, $85,000,000, 
$773,000, less expenses, &c.: while the 


banks received $226,%: 38 on their subscription 


for $115,775,500. But the great profit to 
Messrs. Jay Cooke & Co. in this contract with 


| the Secretary, in the way it has been managed, 


took of this | 


ing to the detailed statements in: making up | 


I suppose, 
is some omission in them, as the Secretary 
says in his report to Congress that it was all 
taken before the 31st of August, and I propose 
to assume that to be the fact. 

Ido not know, and the Secretary says he 
does not, who, other than Jay Cooke & Co., 
compose the syndicate. Their bank in Wash- 
ington was the subscriber forall but $14,377,- 
300 taken after August, and the arrangement 
was certainly a very advantageous one for them; 
as they eee under their contract all of 
the $1, 000,000, the one halfof one per cent. 
on the $200,000, 000, except the commission 
paid to the banks and the e xpenses for paper, 
engraving bonds &c. I do not know what the 
expe nses were. ‘lhe gentleman from Indiana 

[ Mr. Kerr] and myself applied nearly a week 


so as to tay the exact 


| facts on the subject before Congress, but it has 


' could be made 
| it was thought ad 
| the country see it. 


not been given to us, and, [ do not propose to 
accept any guess asto theamount of it. It 
out in anhour, I presume, if 
advisable to let Congress and 
I understand the Secre- 
tary has not been able to obtain it himself; 


| why, I do not know. 


il 


however, there || 


| held under contract. 


| then 
| 
| 


consisted in the loan to or 


retention by them 
of the 


Government money, while they were 


| drawing interest on the bonds which they had 


purchased with it. Nobody doubts that it was 
worth to them at least six per cent., which on 
$135,000,000 for the three months is $2,025,- 
000, from September 1 to December 1, while 
But that is notall. They 
had it, on an average, say from the 20th of 
August, or one third of a month before the 
notice of September 1 was given. The interest 
for that time ($225,000) must be added. The 


Secretary says in his report of December 4 
| that more than eighty million dollars had 


been received under the notice and call 
of September 1. If it had then reached 
$81,000,000 he would have said so. 
On yesterday he furnished us a memorandum 
showing that up tothis time, only $86,980,800 
of the $100,000,000, on which interest stopped 
December 1, under notice of September 
| 1, had been returned to the Treasury, while 
| up to yesterday only $1,099,750 had been re- 
| turned under the notices of December 7 and 
December 20. Assuming, what is certainly 
too liberal an assumption, that the $86,980,800 
of the five-twenty bonds now on hand were all 
returned December 1, and the money to pay 
for them was then all drawn from the syndic- 
ate, and charging them with interest only on 
$13,000,000 of the $100,000,000 from Decem- 
ber 1 till now, it would amount to $130,000. 
The $20,000,000 called for December 7 runs 
till March 7, 1872; interest on that from 
December 1, 1871, till that date is $325,000, 
and as $15,000,000 of the amount called in by 
the notice of December 20, which makes up 
the $135,000, will not mature till March 20, 
Messrs. Jay Cooke & Co. have the use of that 
until March 20 at least, interest on which 
from December 1 till that date amounts to 
$181,250, and how much longer they will hold 
it no man can tell. They will retain it till the 
bonds called for are returned of course. 

The amount the syndicate has received, or 
will necessarily make by the transaction, may 
be stated thus: 


} 
the 





Commissions (less 


expenses, amount un- 





WNIT: --c bert: dues actu syciiaeaanceeeaeemaunmnane $773,000 
Interest be fore ‘Septe mber l 225 000 
Interest under contract trom September 1 

De I a ee 2,025,000 


Interest after December 1 on $35,000,000, 
called for under notice of December 7 _ ' 
BOM DOOM Diiaseknclamnctanivinscccqnwieinns . 506,250 


Interest after December 1, on $13,000,000 of 
first $100,000,000, till now 


ORI aint inca inci hal seadssencumbedooacas 


Making the most liberal allowance for ex- 
pe nses the profit to the syndicate must reach 
$3,350, 000. It must be borne in mind that 
|| this immense sum is made by Messrs. Cooke & 


Assuming what the Secretary says to be || Co. in the refunding of less than $135,000,000 
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of $1,500,000,000 of the bonds authorized by 
the law of July 14, 1870, to be refunded, and 
that the adoption of the resolution reported 
by the majority of the committee will not only 
be a license but an order to the Secretary to 
proceed and refund $1,300,000,000 more on 
the same terms and through the same agents, 
whereby they will pocket at least three per 
cent. on the whole, as they have already done 
on a part. Congress may just as well vote 
$39,000,000 more, or three per cent. on the 
outstanding $1,300,000,000, into the pockets 
of Messrs. Jay Cooke & Co, by a direct vote, 
for that will be the inevitable effect of the 
adoption of the resolution of the majority. 
While, as I said at first, | concede that a 
temporary increase of the bonded debt was 
permissible, and perhaps inevitable, under the 
provisions ol the act of July 14, 1870, I am 
sutisfied the increase which has taken place 
and the length of time it has been continued 
was not warranted by law, nor is it justifiable 
under the circumstances. Bonds ofthe United 
States to the amount of $135,000,000 have been 
issued or must issue, payable in gold, and bear- 
ing interest from an average date prior to 
August 21, 1870, while only $100,000,000 of 
the outstanding five twenty bonds were called 
ce of September 1, 1870, the resi- 
due not being even called for till December 7 
December 20. I see no excuse for thus 
requiring the pe ople of the United States to 
pay eleven per cent., or double interest, on 
$155,000,000 for such a length of time. I[ 
know of no law warranting it, and I am com- 
pelled, therefore, to say that the allegation in 
the preamble of the resolution submitted to 
the committee, ‘*that in this transaction the 
bonded debt has been increased in violation 
law,’’ is true. I fail to perceive how the 
may rity of the committee, in view of the facts 
before them, could feel satisfied with their own 
presentation of the question. They Say 


in bythe not 


If the transaction here investigated be held to 
the test of the strictest possible construction of the 
probibitory clause, still the Secretary will not be 
tound to have violated its provisions in the particu- 
lar transactions here considered; for it appears that 
the proceeds of all the bonds negotiated remained 
on deposit with the designated depositaries during 
all the time that elapsed between the negotiation of 
the new bonds and the redemption of a correspond- 
ing amount of old ones. To the precise amount, 
therefore, that the public debt is increased by the 
sale of anew bond itis diminished by the depositary 
becoming a debtor to the Government, and the one 
balances the other, leaving the aggregate the same 
as before the transaction was commenced.” 

They seem to forget that bonds purchased 
bore interest, and the bonds which the money 
paid for the new issue was intended to redeem 
also bore interest, while the syndicate banks 
held and used the money for their own private 
gain all the while. The United States could 
male all the members of Congress rich if they 
would without increasing the public debt issue 
their bonds bearing interest and let us hold 
the proceeds and use them as long as we pleased 
for our own private use without interest, con- 
tenting themselves with the assumption that— 
_“*Tothe precise amount that the publie debt is 
increased by the sale of a new bond it is diminished 
by the depositary becoming a debtor to the Govern- 
ment,and the one balances the other, leaving the 
aggregate the same as before the transaction was 


commenced,”’ 

[ am afraid the tax-payers would soon learn 
that there was a flaw in the argument some- 
where. ‘The Secretary made a great mistake 
when he allowed himself to be drawn into the 
contract with Messrs. Cooke & Co. Before 
that time the banks had taken $65,775,500 
of the loan, almost as much as Jay Cooke 
& Co. ultimately took, at a cost of one fourth 
ofone per cent. If he could not get the whole 
loan taken on the terms prescribed by the 
law, he ought to have asked for additional 
powerfrom Congress. He hada surplusof gold 
in the Treasury from excess of revenue suffi- 
cient to redeem $70,000,000 more, if he was 
anxious to do so. There was no pressing exi- 
gency requiring extraordinary powers to be 
assumed, and he did not seem to bein a hurry 





| sO far are now indorsed and declared valid by 


| funded at four and a half per cent. interest, 
| and the $1,000,000,000 at four per cent., are 
| put upon the ms arket, 
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to redeem after the money was subscribed for | 
the new bonds. 

Whenever he made a contract with an asso- | 
ciation of American and European bankers 
whereby he agreed to pay them more than the | 
proper proportion which the half of one 
per cent. allowed to be expended bore to the 
amount they subscribed, and especially when 
he agreed a loan to them the funds of the | 
Government for three months fixed, and per- 
haps for six, in my opinion he transcended his 
power, and violated the law. I deny that the 
Secretary of the Treasury has any authority 
to make any contract whereby private persons 
‘an withhold from the Government the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of its bonds. If he can give 
such right by contract for three months, he 
van do it for three years. It does not help the 
matter any to argue that the Government could | 
not have used the money in the mean time, | 
that the bargain was a good one, or that the 
bonds could not otherwise have been refunded, | 
the answer to each and all of these suggestions | 
isthe same. ‘lhe Secretary had no right to 
make such a contract; the law didnot sanction 
it. Public servants must not be allowed to 
establish such precedents, and ask Congress 
to say that what was illegal is right, and by 
such decision authorize that officer to go on 
and violate the law still more if it suits his 
convenience to do so. 

This is but the beginning of the refunding 
system under the law of July, 1870. Thirteen 
hundred million dollars are yet behind, if 
these contracts and arrangements entered into 





Congress, when the $300,000,000 to be re- 


louns to syndicates for 
six, nine, and twelve months may be made 


| after the new bonds bearing interest are issued, 


notices of redemption of the outstanding bonds 


inay be withheld as long asit is necessary, and 
, 


| report of the majority of the Committee of 





| bein power long before the $1,300,000,000 of 


| lations of law are sanctioned on any pretext | 


| tions between us and foreign Powers, financial || 


when complaint is made that the law has been 
violated, the action of this Congress on the 


Ways and Means, if it is adopted, will be 
relied on as a precedent, giving authority for 
whatever any Secretary may see fittodo. Your 
present Secretary may be removed or resign | 
to-morrow ; a less trustworthy man may take || 
his place. Men entertaining other views may || 


bonds are refunded. In short, whenever vio- 


whatever, the Government is at sea without a 
compass and without a rudder. | 

While it has happened at this time that the 
five-twenty bonds called in have not been re- 
turned promptly, it may not always be so. 
Any prospect of interruption of friendly rela- 


troubles, indeed a variety of causes, might 
induce the prompt return of the outstanding || 
bonds as soon as the notice is given. The || 
Government having the right to redeem all 
outstanding five-twenties now, as five years | 
have elapsed since their issue, no Secretary 
ever should have the right to tie up by loan 
or otherwise the money of the people so the 
returned bonds could not be paid at once and 
interest stopped. The act of the Secretary || 
doing so in the present instance will not, I | 
hope, be sanctioned by the Representatives of 
the people. 

A careful reading of the report of the ma- 
jority will show how cautiously they tried to || 
avoid stating distinctly that the Secretary had | 
made a contract with the gentlemen who call 
themselves ‘‘ the syndicate’’ that they should 
have a loan of the money, or that it should not 
be drawn from their banks for three months; 
and whilethey are compelled to admit, because | 
the Secretary himself admits, that such was the 
contract, the committee do it in the most deli- 
cate way. But if Congressadopts their report, 
there will be no further delicacy on the subject; || 
future contracts will be made on the authority || 











be prescribed by him. 


| by *fregulation’’ 


| tend to 


| from any other public money. 


| ilar loans on a much grander scale. 


_ toagents, &c. 
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of Congress, and the present and al] future 
Secretaries will be free to loan the public mon ey 
as they oo The majority of the « commit. 
tee evidently made a mistake when they Say 
that a notice was issued calling in any humber 
of bonds simultaneously with the deposit ts of 
money for the purchase of new bonds; his fy; i] 
ure to do so is one of the serious sien 
against him. 

It will be observed that the majority of ¢};, 
committee find no excuse for the loan o¢ 
$135,000,000 of Government money to the syn. 
dicate for three months, except in that clayes 
of the forty-fifth section of the act of June 
1864, which authorizes the Secretary to desi, ». 
nate the national se as depositories 0; 
public money under such regulations as may 
T hey intimate rather 
than assert that he had authority under tha 
section to make a ‘‘regulation’’ that the py 
lic money should not be drawn from banks jp 
which it was deposited for three months. | 
regard that position as wholly untenable. J; 
it could be loaned to th» 
depositories for three months, why not ; r 
three years?) When so loaned it ceased to 
public money; the banks simply became [ , 
rowers without paying interest, and not d p : 
itories of public money. The Governmen 
lost control over the fund, and had to look Ik to 
the solvency of the borrower and the securi- 
ties furnished. The Secretary does not pre. 
say that he ever made such genera] 
retulations; on the contrary, in his evidenc 
before the committee, he said, when ques 
tioned on that subject— 

**The banks which are depositories doa greatd 
of work in one way or another which could not be 
done by the sub-Treasuries of the United Brates, 
They furnish facilities to collectors of internal r 
enue to dotheir business. _ 

“Mr. Beck. And you required that as a fair equiy- 
alent for the use of the money of the Governmen 
which they have? . : 

**Mr. BoutwE uu. _ I think they consider the r 
tation which being designated as Government de; 
itors gives them as about the only advantage whi 
they receive. They are liable at any time to hare } 
the money déposita d by the Government called i 
and must keep funds on hand for that purpose. 


It will be seen bya printed statement which 
I have before me (Mis. Doc. No. 88, second 
session Forty-Second Congress, furnished by 
the Secretary) that the banks designated as 
general depositories have held a weekly averag 


| of $11,358,853 52 of public money during the 
| last fiscal year. I knowof no law which author- 


izes the Secretary to place the money received 
for the new five per cent. loan on any different 
footing, or deposit it on any different terms, 
The simple { 
is, he made a contract with Jay Cooke & Co 
to lend them that money without interest, as 
before stated, and now asks Congress not on| 
to say that he had the right to do so, but to giv 
him authority to go on rand make other sim- 
Itremains 
to be seen whether Congress will do it. 

If gentlemen will turn to the Globe for 1870, 
volume eighty, they will find that the framers 
of the funding bill of July, 1870, had no idea 
that it gave the Secretary any right to employ 
either Jay Cooke or any of his European 
brethren of the so-called syndicate as specia 
agents, or to make any contract with them. I 
was intended that the regular fiscal agencies 
of the Government should conduct the nego- 
tiation of this loan. The Senate bill provided 
for agencies; the House bill left out all pro 
visions, even for expenses. The law as it 


| passed was finally agreed _on by a conference: 


committee. When the House bill was bein 
discussed, (see page 5025,) Messrs. HoLmay, 
Woop, and RanDALL urged that an affirmative 


|| provision should be inserted providing that n 


agents should be employed orcommissions paid 
General Schenck, the manager 
_ of the bill, announced that that was not neces- 
sary. He said further: 

“The bill contains no appropriation for the pay- 


ment of agénts, and if theSecretary should attempt 
the employment of agents inthe manner the gentle- 


1872. 
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futur. aan from New York [Mr. Woop] apprehends, he || Senate had passed the following bills, in which |/ think any gentleman is authorized to go: that e 
MOney gould be exceeding his lawful authority. .., || the concurrence of the House was requested: || upon the passage of this resolution the Secre- i 
“ey “Mr, Woop. The gentleman knows that the Sec- A bill (S. No. 862) declarator sof 1. : Wt : ig 
M mit. “a tbe Treasury does not always wait for an A bill (S. No. 862) declaratory of an act || tary of the Treasury will feel that in no respect ig 
ey say pro! riation by law when he wants to carry outan || entitled ‘‘An act to reduce internal taxes, || hashe violated the law; indeed he feels so now; dl 
umber object.” ; | and for other purposes,’’ approved July 14, || and he will feel that he will have the opinion e 
sits of General Schenck replied: 1870; and | of this House backing him. Beyond that | do | 
is faj). “T think we out Soviet the Paskebhes ih ee An act (S. No. 468) to regulate criminal |} not think any gentleman is authorized to state 
hates ry not to disregar 16 provisions of law, ehave |! , s : » Feder: . , ; : in a ; nee 7 
aint Wry vt this bill to make the negotiation of these || Practice in the Federal courts | what is the disposition of the Secretary of the 
penis purely and simply a Treasury operation, as- || _ The message further announced that the l'reasury as to the future in respect to the loan. 
of th. su ing that no Seoretary of the Treasury willunder- || Senate had passed a resolution to print seven || So far as the public prints have been giving 
n of take rae oe saleke eee eee hon. || thousand extra copies of the report and accom- || some notice of an offer made by others, I only 
egy De bill differs in this from the Senate bill, which || panying maps of the fehuantepec surveying || say this: that no such arrangement, so far as I 
at contains a provision making allowances for the || expedition, in which the concurrence of the || know, has been entered into, nor is there like- 
Ine 3 employment of agent ; House was requested. lihood of any such arrangement being made 
fests. After the Senate and House disagreed a con- IMPORTED MACHINERY upon any such terms aa | have seen in the 
a ference committee was appointed, and report- F newspapers 
8 of *. p . TN | > ac ¢ } » o os on r . , nT se 
3 may ed the present jaw to their respective Houses. Mr. MAY NARD. I ask unanimous con- Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Then, ifthe 
‘ather General Schenek made the report to the House, sent to submit : report from the committee of House of Representatives passes the resolu- 
t the which shows the meaning and intent of the pro- } conference on the bi:l in regard to the import- |) tion reported from the committee it will be an 
pul vision added by the conference committee to | ation of res . ; approval of the Secretary’s course, tind to that 
ks is the second section making the appropriation | There was no objection, and the Clerk read || extent an encouragement for him to go on. 
is. | of one half of one per cent. to pay the expense | the report, as follows: Mr. DAWES. I do not state that. Every 
Ii of engraving. &c. General Schenck said, (see } ue enn namrewens = te Suegrenins gentleman is at liberty to entertain his own 
a ae 80, page 5462: }; votes of the two ouses on the bi + tv. INO, yz) | ny , : ‘ " ‘ a. P 
> th Globe, volume . I a 46 ; | to admit certain machinery imported from foreign privat judgm« nt as to the propriety of the 
it “Oneof the modifications to which we consented to |} countries free of duty having met, after full and free Secretary’ s past course. The adoption of this 
to} our bill was to a part of the fifth section of theSenate || conterence have agreed to recommend, and do reec- resolution will be the judgment of this House 
pill that authorized the appointment of agents to || ommend, to their respective Houses as follows: he legality of ha : ’ Ev thi 
bor negotiate the bonds, and provided asum notexceed- || That the House recede from their disagreement to || UPOY the legality of t rat course. werything 
ep ing one half of one eee = ee OF Pre || the first amendment of the Senate, and agree to the || 18 not wise that is lawful. It may be itt the 
mer paring, issuing, and disposing OF the same. e |; same, opinion of some gentlemen a lawf ¥ 1 
< objected to the employment of agents, and that part |} The House not agreeing to the second amend- a <n - » lawful act, and 
K t of the section was abandoned by the Senate. but we || ment of the Senate, it is recommended that the sec- yet not & wise ee , : 
Cun agreed that eres might use : sum not || ondsection be stricken out. Mr. BROOKS. of New York. I desire to 
ty exceeding one half of one per cent. for the purpose | HOKACE MAYNARD, ask one other question, and that is, w is the 
we of engraving, printing, issuing, advertising, and dis- MICHAEL GC. KERR, . ] . it is, what is th 
ter posing of the bonds. In doing this it is with the L. A. SHELDON, amount of the loan which has been negotiated 
21) assurance and understanding that there will be no Managers on the part of the House. || under the act of the last Congress? 
fines atte oo to exercise the power, not given, to appoint JOHN SHERMAN, Mr. DAWES. ‘There is the difference be- 
: special agents. 11. 1 GQ ’ y ‘R | : . “a 
specia € . GEORGE GOLD HW AITE, || tween this loan and $1,500,000.000. A loan 
It seems to me that with such a law, so con- W.P. KELLOGG, | ll og aye 4 se 
a - Manage rs on the part of the Senate of $1,500,000, 000 was authorized by the fet 
¢ strued, and passed under such circumstances, asa a ; ee mp e is aie aed 
b cen Mr. MAYNARD. Unless some gentleman || of August 14, 1870. This loan, including all 
ates the Secretary was notified in advance that pa aay gate: wD. g i Chat the Raise have talon Wail Ail Gace esbeine 
. ‘ . ; scIPped « .~ . ‘ 70 f . Pa é ‘ 8 é an ‘ a i 
res such a contraet as he shows he has made with |} desires an explanation, | move that the report | saaibisl Rial: Mecain Gulendh. ‘ab hinit sptapbeted will 
Jay Cooke & Co. would be a violation of it || Of the committee of conference be concurred in. he between $235.000.000 e0F HOO 
juiv- Mae : lhe motion was agreed to || be between $235.000,000 and $250.000,0U00, 
r aud of his duty under it. not as agree . : ras “thee 
4 ’ ‘ ‘ . eo . ° |} and the balance of the $1,500,000, 000 is still 
So far, therefore, from being able to indorse Mr. MAYNARD moved to reconsider the || | thorized by the act 
1e past ac * the Secretary, < ogalize || vote by which the report of the committee of |; ° 7 ro PN , 1 
the past action of the Secretary, and legalize im te by which rep committee of Mr. BROOKS. of New York. Theh theact 
ij all future operations in the same direction, as || conference was agreed to; and also moved that BT weal ca gay a a 
. . . . . . } . ° . . : < iOWS LO Pe \ 3 f 
har the resolution of the majority of the committee || the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. Me Wx epee 
lj i . i wn : Mr. DAWES. Yes, the act allows him to 
proposes, | shall, if 1 am allowed, and no one | The latter motion was agreed to. | go further 
’ else doesy wm nt > aneeiiete none ame NEGOTIATION OF LOAN. | Mr. BROOKS. of New York. Now, without 
man MPOVISIOI 5 18 3 ab 2 contract entered | ro . Y r mn j 
nf PrOMIOn 2S SS.) Taney Gee Cones ¢ en Mr. BROOKS, of New York. The only || reference to the past, | do not propose to dis- 
0 into by the Secretary with Jay Cooke & Co. | ; , 2 | i lias netidhen ia ed Foal mn 
| by . es || reason why | appear in this debate at all is || cuss the course of the Secretary of the Treas- 
by was unlawful, and that the public interest | : , : hl eon-eehiol thant able di , 
. 1 are - || because I am a member of the Committee of || ury, which has been so ably done by my two 
1 as requires that in all future negotiations for || ,, eh ‘1 oa PR me stieet 
sea , as . a ; || Ways and Means, and therefore shall be held || colleagues on the committee, but I do propose 
rage he funding of the public debt under the law || .” “? ; ea ; | = , Taaees ee ce sat 
t| , ce : 1 || in some degree responsible for its action. But | to make a few practical remarks in reference 
a of July 14, 1870, no other expense shall be |} > | "® ; : 
: . before I proceed to make any remarks, [ wish || to the future loan, and to the sanction which 
101 incurred, and no contract made, beyond the || oe are tl et ieee ie tae 
V “xpenditure of a sum not exceedin re half |} to ask the honorable chairman of the commit- the approval of this resolution by the House 
nai Sapte e ae & Same wey. CRCoering eae | eed if he considers that the adoption of this || will give to any further negotiations by the 
en of one per cent. for the purposes mentioned in || : : 7 . salt in Penenien : 
ms the proviso to the second section of the act | resolution by the House will, I will not say |; Secretary of the Lreasury. 
niger we || approve, but encourage or justify or sanction | ‘*Itisof nouse,’”’ to use avulgar phrase, ‘to 
Co MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, | the Secretary of the Treasury in negotiating | cry over spilled milk.’? The bankers, Jay Cooke 
as A message from the Senate, by Mr. Symp- || the loan upon the same terms upon which he || & Co., or the syndicate, as it is sometimes 
son, one of its clerks, informed the House that || has negotiated heretofore? || called, have made arich and profitable bargain 
rive the Senate had agreed to the resolution of the | Mr. DAWES. I do not stand here as the || for themselves; and so far as | am concerned 
im: House for printing the report of the Commis- || voice of the Secretary of the Treasury. He || I have no right to complain of them in the 
ins sioner of the General Land Office for the year || is responsible to his superior and the country | least degree. And | have no doubt, too, that 
1870, with amendmetits, in which the concur- || for the way in which he discharges his duty. || the Secretary of the Treasury (I will say it in 
70, rence of the House was requested. || [take it the adoption of this resolution will || justice to him) has, to the best of his knowl- 
ers The message also informed the House that || give to him the assurance of this House || edge and ability, and in good faith, negotiated 
les the Senate had agreed, without amendment, to || simply that he has not violated the law. If || the loan with the syndicate, or with Jay Cooke 
loy the resolution ot the House of Representatives || the House should decide that he has violated || & Co. : . 
0n to print extra copies of Professor F. V. Hay- || the law, it would have such an effect upon the But what I wish to ask the attention of the 
: den’s preliminary report of the United States || loan that have no doubt it would be impos- || House to is astop here, and give no encourage- 
lt geological survey. sible for him to go on. If the House should || ment to go any further; for in my judgment it 
‘en The message further announced that the || decide that he has not violated the law, then || will be an utter waste, a profligate waste of the 
7 Senate had agreed to the resolution of the || I suppose he will hold himself responsible to || public money, and a donation to the bankers of 
led House to print one thousand extra copies of || the public judgment upon the propriety of || the syndicate, in the further negotiations of the 
ro the United States Biennial Register for the || going on. 1 am not at liberty to say, for I do || loan, of millions and millions of dollars. And 
it year 1871. not know, whether he considers this arrange- | | do not think the House, especially the Repub- 
ie The message further announced that the || ment so advantageous that he would con- || lican side of the House, however they may 
ng Senate had agreed to the resolution of the |} tinue it. desire to approve the course of their Secre- 
: House for printing the report of R. W. Ray- Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I was not || tary of the Treasury—and they will approve 
ve mond on the statistics of mines and mining, || present with the committee, as the gentleman || that of course—are bound toinvolve themselves 
no with accompanying engravings. knows, when this subject was investigated, but || in that species of indorsement of the Secretary 
4 The message further announced that the || I have read, as coming from the Secretary, || which will justify him in throwing into the 
er Senate had agreed to the report of the com- || that if this resolution is passed by the House || coffers of the syndicate millions and millions 
1S mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes || the Secretary of the Treasury will consider || of money hereafter; nor is it necessary now, 
e , . ** ove . . 7 . . . . . ’ * 
of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. || himself justified in going on in negotiating the || as it has been heretofore, to throw ourselves 
. 1062) to admit certain machinery from foreign || loan on the same terms. || wholly into the arms of the bankers of our own 
pt countries free of duty. Mr. DAWES. I think I may be authorized || country or of the bankers of KLurope. 
le- 





The message further announced that the 

















in saying this much, and beyond that [ do not 











| Since the war was over, since the triumph- 
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Bit h military operation, our country has arisen as 
i a whole throughout all Europe and throughout 
all parts of the world to such an extent that it 
isnot only believed to be, what it is, among the 
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and most abounding in its great resources, but 
among the most powerful military nations on 


knowledge when I say that hereafter, if time 
be but given for the better comprehension of 
our resources, our debt can be negotiated, can 
be funded by the Government of the United 
States as profitably and as well for the people 
of the United States as any debt can be funded 
anywhere by any Power in Europe. 

When this funding act of Congress was first 
passed, it will be remembered that ali Europe 
was in a state of commotion. Prussia was 
about to invade France. It was not at all cer- 
tain to what extent the conflagration then im- 
pending would extend throughout all parts of 
Europe. And at that time such was the de 
mand for money, for the purposes of war in 
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richest, if not the richest country in the world, | 


earth. Therefore I speak from my own practical | 


| 


| 
| 


| 





Europe, by Prussia, by France, by Russia, and | 


by other nations who were negotiating loans 
; in the great marts of Europe, that the United 
States were to some extent thrown in the back- 
ground. But those loans have now been ab- 
sorbed, and there is no debt now before the 
bankers of the world, there is no nation now 
standing before the world whose credit is so 
high, whose resources are believed to be so 
vast, as are the people of the United States 
and their resources at the present time. Hence 
it would be folly, it would be the highest of 
folly, the worst of statesmanship and the worst 
of financiering, for the majority of this House, 
even in their desire to approve the course of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, to commit them- 


selves to him or to the bankers of our own | 
country or of Europe for any further negotia- | 


tions of this loan upon the terms upon which 
it has been negotiated within the past few 
months. 

Let me call the attention of the House to 
many facts which have damaged our credit 
hitherto, and which are now gone and to be 
gone. ‘The old members of the House will 
recollect that at one time on the other side 
of the House there were those who made a 
loud demand for repudiation, among them 
one of its oldest and most influential mem- 
ey bers, one who for years bad the control of 
the majority of that side of the House. And 
on this side there was a voice, not potential, 
not loud, not influential, but not the less call 
ing for repudiation. 
parties, Democratic as well as Republican, 


And the majority of both | 





when repudiation was pressed upon the House, | 


repudiated repudiation, and by that vote reés- | 


tablished the credit and resources of this coun- 
try net only here but throughout all Europe. 

No voice on this or on the other side of 
the House now demands repudiation; all 
are for a faithful discharge of the public debt. 
The action of Congress upon this subject has 
lifted the public credit to an enviable posi- 
tion throughout the whole world. Just before 
the close of the war our Government was bor- 
rowing money at twelve per cent. 
peace the rate of interest rapidly fell to seven 
percent. In 1869 it fell to six per cent.; in 
1870 to five and a half per cent., and before 
the end of 1871 it fell to a small fraction more 
than five per cent. The interest upon the 
public debt has rapidly been going down. I 
said in this House two years ago when the 
funding bill was discussed here, and when I 
supported the action of the Committee of Ways 
and Meansin spite of some hesitancy among my 
friends on this side of the House as to the pro- 
priety of lending that support—I said then that 
in my judgment such was the rising credit of 
the country that there would be no difficulty, if 
time could only be given, in negotiating the 
whole public debt of this country at the rate 
of four per cent. per annum. 

Looking back to the period before the 
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ant victories of the northern armies as a mere || we find that the maximum point in our national 


credit was in 1855 and 1856. Our six per 


| 


| honorable colleague, who always speak 


cent. bonds, with eleven or twelve years to || 


run, sold then at 115, a price equivalent to par 
for a bond bearing four and one half per cent. 
interest. The strength of this Government 
is greater now than it was before the war. I 
do not know that it is a strength altogether 
for liberty and for law; but the military, the 
monarchical strength, if | may so speak, of 
this Government—that which Europe and 
European creditors respect—the consolidated 
power of the Government, is greater now than 


it was when we were selling our bonds and | 


paying only four and one half per cent. inter- 
est. Now,is it wise for the majority of this 


House to commit itself to-day to four and one | 
half per cent., or even four per cent., and pay | 


these enormous expenses for the negotiation 
of these loans hereafter? No necessity calls 
for it. It will be a most profligate use of the 
public money if this course is taken by the 
Secretary of the Treasury; and 
wrong, highly wrong, if the majority of this 
House should encourage the Secretary in so 
doing. 

I therefore ask the majority of this House, 
(and I appeal to them without any reference 
to political feeling, for I know that they will 
support the Secretary of the Treasury,) I ask 


them to recommit this subject to the Commit- | 


tee of Ways and Means, with at least an indi- 
cation upon the part of speakers on the other 
side of the House, if not by direct resolution, 
that they wish for some other legislation upon 
this subject before they trust the whole matter 
to the Secretary of the Treasury hereafter. 
The interests of the country demand this; the 
political interests of the majority of the House 
demand it; the tax-payers demand it. I 
think, therefore, that course ought to be pur- 
sued. I deeply regret that the Committee of 
Ways and Means, who in the main act so har- 
moniously together, have differed so much 
upon this point, and that a majority of them 
have felt it their duty to commit themselves to 
what seems to be an approval of the course of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in consequence 
of which, if ratified by the House, he has said, 
if | am correctly informed, he will feel himself 
justified in going on with these negotiations as 
he has done. 

The moment the bankers of Europe, the 
syndicate’ of Europe, or the bankers of 
America see that they cannot obtain these 
profitable loans, mark my words, they will 
come down in their terms, and the negotiations 
can be made on a much more advantageous 
basis for the country than they have been. 
But if the House should pass this resolution 
without qualification, the terms which have 
been exacted will still be demanded or in- 
creased, and there will be a combination of 


se 


bankers throughout the United States and | 


Europe, which may prevent the negotiation of 
any loans at all. We can wait, sir. It is not 
necessary for us now in this generation to bind 
all posterity to high rates of interest. Even 


if we would manacle ourselves, it is not neces- | 


sary for us to manacle the rising generation. 


it will be | 
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| had in my mind at the beginning of the 


| obtaining money, while the richest, like 


| lous average of $180,000,000 annually. 








it is not necessary for us to tie up ourselvesin | 
bonds which we cannot break asunder without | 


impairing the public credit. 
sary; it is not desirable. 

matter to the Secretary of the Treasury, not 
as it now is, but regulated by laws more 
definite, more precise, more economical than 


the laws under which he has felt it his duty to || 


act as he has done. 
Mr. COX. When I 

tion, Mr. Speaker, which has given rise to this 

discussion, I did not do it for the purpose of 


It is not neces- | 
Leave, then, the | 


introduced the resolu- | 


making any pec attack on the honorable | 


Secretary o 
history of the law which he has broken, having 
taken some interest in the debate at the time, 


the ireasury ; but knowing the | 


and seeing comments in the public journals, I || 


felt it my duty to urge examination in some || this country. 
quarter as to this particular transaction. The || after the war? 
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i 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Brooks, ) my 
. 8 80 Well 
and so wisely, has struck a train of thoug! I 
I intended to make. Sie 

The question of funding or refunding a py), 
lic debt is, as he well considered it, someth;,, 
more than a problem of commerce ora schon: 
of finance or taxation. It is connected wy; 
economy but it is also a social and moral 4, 
well as an economic problem. The poorest 
nations have at times the greatest facilities ¢ 


nir , 
5 


0 


or 


. . > Our 
own, from bad financial government, drop, 
and die in the confidence of mankind. (,,, 
fidence is the safeguard of credit, private ang 


public. Popular energy, domestic economy, 
prosperity in trade, and tranquillity in the 
State, contribute to confidence. They ey 
tribute steady streams into the reservoirs of 


the public resources. These revenues are, jy 


| a literal sense, the public funds, thar is, the 


foundation of public credit. Mexicoand Pery, 
with all their mines, have little credit. ‘Ih. 
‘strong box’’ of the nation, located by the 
President in our sierras, for years has failed 
to make our bonds above those of Turkey, 

From 1803 up to 1848 the product of the 
precious metals was an average of $50,000,000 
annually. ‘Then came California and Austra 
lia. In 1700 the stock of precious metals had 
swollen to $1,385,000,000. From 1848 to 1868 
the gross yield was $3,571,000,000, the miracu- 
lo 
our own land this immense increase is due: 
and yet, and yet we are the scorn of the world 
for our financial credit and our miserable cur- 
rency. ; 

Bad administration is illustrated as well in 
Spain as in our late ‘‘insurrectionary States,” 
The quotations of the Exchange are more 
certain indices of public virtue and just goy- 
ernment than the laudations of partisan ora- 
tors or the military antecedents and demon- 
strations of civil rulers! 

The historian in comparing the skillful man- 
agement of the funds of other nations with our 
own, will only cease to wonder at the con- 
tempt of the world for our credit, when he 
reads the history of our fiscal administration, 
With an estimated wealth of thirty-five thou- 
sand millions, an unequaled precious public 
domain, and resources of industry and immi- 
gration beyond the extravagance of speech, 
the management of our public funds has been 
marked only by blunders. Three of these | 
enumerate: first, increased taxation continued 
without reason, to the absorption of both energy 
and resources; second, inequality in the dis- 
tribution of the fortunes of the people, not only 
by unjust taxation, but by the special enrichment 
of favorites with largesses, as in the case of 
the syndicate; third, in the lack of reciprocal 
confidence between the individual and the 
Government, whereby funding and refunding 
seek a foreign market at enormous outlays of 
expense; fourth, an irredeemable system of 
paper money which is not the currency of com- 
merce. 

Is it, therefore, a wonder that ourown people 
are loth to contribute for the relief of the Gov- 
ernment? I[s it wonderful that itis so, even at 
double the premium or interest at which other 
nations have funded? Is it a wonder that the 
Secretary of the Treasury has been compelled 


|| to hawk over Europe our recently authorized 


bonds, and reports his inability to place any 
sum, except about one seventh of the author- 
ized amount, on the market? Or that to do 
this he is compelled to shatter the law and allow 


|| extraordinary and illegal outlay ? 


The funding system which England carried 
to such perfection, by which old debts were 
relieved by a new one with less interest, and 
by which credit was made steady by ‘‘ national 
books ”’ with sinking funds, and by relief from 
unfair taxation, should have been adopted in 
Why was it not done at once 
Who are responsible? Why 
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was not a consolidated bond issued at four per 
cent., and the heterogeneous medley of incom- 
yehensible paper securities retired to the 
jimbo of departed devices? 

Turn to any report of our exchequer, and 


see the maltifarious and incongruous charac- 


ter of our securities! Loans of 1842, of 1847, | 


Texas indemnity, Treasury notes; loans of 
1858, of 1860; Oregon debts, seven-thirties, 


twenty-year sixes, five-twenties, United States | 


notes; temporary loans, ten-forties, certificates 
of indebtedness, postai currency, fractional 
currency, railroad bonds ; seven thirty Treas 
ury notes; nickel metal, greenbacks, bank 
notes; and later, these four, four and a half, 
and five per-cents—a promiscuous and incom- 


prehensible muddie, [laughter,} only illus- | 


trative of our contempt of experience and our 
;ynorance of finance! Scarcely an effort has 
heen made for a consolidated debt at less ex- 
pense; only an effort to change from bad to 


worse, to aid harpies and speculators at the | 


expense of our constituents. The last fund- 
ing bill of July, 1870, is a climax to a series 


of cunning and chaotic schemes intended to | 


enrich the few and despoil the many. 

But, in justice to this House, a brief history 
of its action last Congress will show that a 
valuable measure was proposed and advocated. 
it was, however, ignominiously crushed by 
our conference committees after five trials. 
The Treasury Department and the senatorial 
nabobs, if I may be allowed to use the expres- 
sion, (laughter, |] overwhelmed the House. Our 
proposition for a simple funding bill of four per 
cent. was thrust aside. There was substituted 
for it, the ambiguous and broken law of July 
14, 1870. By a vote of 139 to 54, almost a 
party vote, it was carried. It will be interesting, 
in view of the statement of the Secretary, to 
trace the steps leading to this result. 

The first bill reported by General Schenck, 
on June 30, 1870, (Globe, 5018) provided for 
the refunding of only $1,000,000,000, with gold 
semi-annual interest, at four per cent. So 
careful were the committee to guard against 
the increase of the debt that to one simple 
section only of the bill they inserted the pro- 
viso ever afterward kept in all the bills, that 
‘nothing in this act, or in any other law now 
in force, shall be construed to authorize any 
increase whatever of the funded debt of the 
United States.’’ As the bonds were payable 
afier thirty years, and were entirely relieved 
from taxation, and the bill had no job in it to 
ageuts, and as it was a fair tentative experi- 
ment, General Schenck said he believed the 
time had come for us to challenge the world’s 
attention to our position and credit. He as 


sured us that the bonds would be taken, even | 


without commissions, or by making the inter- 
est payable abroad, or the principal payable 
in foreign coin. 

This bill was ably handled by my two col- 
leagues, [Mr. Woop and Mr. Brooxs.] The 
latter urged a four per cent. loan; the former 
was opposed to any sinister disturbance of our 
present bonded system. The latter showed 
that less the taxation it was equivalent to a 
six per cent. loan. He courteously contro- 
verted the idea of his colleague [Mr. Woop] 
that it was a foreign loan. Both were meas- 
urably right, as the sequel shows. A motion 
to make it a foreign loan with interest payable 
abroad, and that in foreign currency, failed. 
During this debate the gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Copurn] thought we would derive great 


without the intervention of bankers, brokers, 
and shavers.’’ But why he did not vote his own 
good thought? Another gentleman from I[ndi- 
ana, {Mr. HoLMAN, | more consistent, offered to 
amend, so as to prohibit any agencies, in the 
United States or elsewhere, for the exchange of 
the bonds. General Schenck remarked that 
such an amendment ‘‘ was not necessary ;’’ 
meaning that nothing of the kind was contem- 
plated. My colleague, [Mr. Woop, ] ably sup- 
ported by the vigilant gentleman from Pennsy|- 


j 














vania, [Mr. RanDALL, ] illustrated his distrust | 
the bill. He was afraid that agents might be 
employed under it to the public detriment. | 
How was he met by General Schenck? The 
leader of the House said that only the officers 
of the Treasury would be employed; and if 
the Secretary employed outsiders he would 
‘* exceed his lawful authority.’’ 
colleague [Mr. Woop] responded, ‘* The Sec- 
retary does not always wait for an appropriation 
by law when he wants to carry out an object.’’ 
How prophetic and significant! 

On the Ist of July, 1870, debate was resumed. 
I had then the honor to observe the valuable 
features of this plain four per cent. loan, and 
called upon General Schenck for reliable au- 
thority as to whether the four per cents. could 
be negotiated. He announced in response his 
confident expectation, from communications 
in his possession from banks and bankers in 
France, that this loan would be taken, and 
that, too, without the intervention of agents 
or jobbers. While anxious to reduce inter- 


est, I regretted that there was not a ‘‘prohibi- | 


tion against the Department indulging in the 
great abuse heretofore practiced of employing 
agents to fill their own pockets out of the sale 
of bonds.’’ (Globe, 5066.) 

Further to illustrate the history of this legis- 
lation, a member of the Ways and Means [ Mr. 
KELLEY] assumed to speak from men who 
knew (perhaps they were of the syndicate) 
that there were $200,000,000 in the country 
ready for the four per cent. ; and with that, or 
half of it, in the Treasury, ‘‘we could redeem 
in a few months every overdue five-twenty 
bond!’’ Again, my experienced colleague, 
[Mr. Woop, ] cautioned the House, that while 
the Ways and Means might have opportunities 
to know much, they were in the position ‘for 
having practiced on them the grossest decep- 
tions for interested purposes.’’ (Globe, 5068.) 

Then there was a flurry anda fight! The 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Maynarp, } 
of the Ways and Means, fiercely called my col- 
league to order. He was in such high dudgeon 
at this truthful and prophetic remark, that my 
colleague barely missed being honored by a 
second censure. Still he reiterated that there 
were tricks to be guarded against from a class 
of selfish and adventurous bankers. This was 
before the ‘‘syndicate’’ had been baptized, 
though it was doubtless born and active at 
that time. On the Ist of July, 1870, that bill 
passed the House. I was one of those who did 
not vote for it nor against it; | feared the 
Greeks. As my colleague’s amendmentagainst 
employing agents had been voted down, | was 
apprehensive that such corrupt agencies would 
be used, as it were, constructively ; for the very 
voting down of the amendment would have 
been made, as we can now see, a pretext for 
the employment of suspicious agencies outside 
of the Treasury. The bill, however, was not 
a bad one. It was rightly called a bill for 
‘*refunding and consolidating’’ the debt. If 
squarely executed, it would have avoided the 
late questionable transactions as to the syndic- 
ate; and it would have enabled the tax-payer 


| to save the two per cent. which it was claimed 


would have been saved by the issuance of an 
untaxed long bond of four per cent. 

I regret now that I did not vote for that bill. 
We got something werse in the end. Sub- 
sequent study and reflection have convinced 
me that by just management, and without the 


as this syndicate, such a bond could in a 
reasonable time—at least before 1872—have 
been advantageously placed upon the market, 


| and a great saving made to the overburdened 
| people. 
| would have enabled a skillful Government to 


Time, energy, and reduced taxation 


fund its great debt. Our enterprise and surplus 


| capital would have prevented the prolongation 


and increase of the immitigable calamity of for- 


| eign indebtedness. With borrower and lender 


both here, with principal and interest located at 


To this my || 
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| the mercy of the foreign creditor? 


| we went under! 





| agencies of so peculiar and exclusive a nature | 
advantage ‘‘ by placing the loan in Europe || 


|| commissioning, and 


| commission. 
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would we not have retained those easily earned 
profits or interest which are now carried out of 
the country on over twelve hundred million 
dollars of our securities?) Would we not have 
avoided our present slavish dependence upon 
Would we 
not have avoided giving away the command 
of our resources, the payment of interest and 
redemption of money abroad, and the regula- 
tion of rates of exchange, which inevitably 
follow such slavish dependence? 

Why should we go over Europe with our five 
per cent. bonds and our half per cent. com- 
missions and other losses, and by juggling 
syndicates seek in vain for the prompt and 
proper recognition of our resources and our 
credit? Is there any reason why this country, 
so affluent in wealth, and so grand in destiny— 
the young giant of the globe, just putting on 
its imperial purple of power, if not of strength— 
should not have the same credit as other coun- 
tries? Oneoft the most carefu' writers—L mean 
Fenn, in his work on ** Funds,’’ (1867, London 
edition )—-estimates the average annual rate of 
interest of Great Britain and her colonies at 
four per cent. The interest, as we know, of 
the public debt of Great Britain alone, or wost 
of her debt, to wit, her consols, is but three per 
cent.; that is, on about seven hundred million 
pounds, out of her £781,500,000, the interest is 
but three per cent. 

In a time like this, when scientific and me 
chanical agencies are cumulating means ; when 
the gold and silver of the mountains are being 
delved after with such skill, persistency, and 
reward ; when only since 1860the English home 
debt has diminished one hundred millions, and 
when, as we have boasted, we pay the same on 
our debt per year; when money is so plentiful 
that in seven years, up to 1867, the world’s 
national debt has increased $5,000,000,000, 
not counting the enormous railway debts of 
the world—$1,500,000,000 more; at such an 
epoch of the world, when credit, once a pigmy, 


| has become a gigantic wonder, our nation, 


under its boasted rule of men ‘‘ entirely great,”’ 
goes around the world dickering with parvenu 
bankers and soi disant syndicates at the rate 
of seven and a half millions, as commissions 
on fifteen hundred millions only, and that, 
too, at an interest or premium one per cent. 
greater than the average rate of all other 
nations! 

I speak in no party sense when I say that 
we are humiliated by such fiscal failures and 
scandals. 

But this House was not originally responsi- 
ble. Brave words were spoken here by Kepub- 


| lican leaders against passing under the sena- 


But the vote shows 
‘The fact is, we are yet under! 

But this is not the exact grievance which is 
complained of just now, and which | brought 
to the attention of the House by my original 
resolution. The Globe records of the 12th 
July, 1870, page 5461, show how hard it was 


torial and syndicate yoke. 


| to eat the leek tendered to the House by the 


Senate and syndicate; but there was one con- 
solation the leader (General Schenck) gave to 
the House, and that is, that the Senate had 
agreed to the House demand against using 
special agents. ‘This is his remark; IL had it 
marked for quotation before my friend from 
Kentucky [Mr. Beck] struck it so pertinently 


| and cogently; it is remarkable in view of 
| recent events: 


“We objected to the employing of agents, and 
that part of the section was abandoned by the Senate, 
but we agreed the Secretary might use asum not 
exceeding one half of one per cent. for the purpose 
of engraving, printing, issuing, advertising, and 
disposing of the bonds. In doing this it is with the 
assurance and understanding that there will be no 
attempt to exercise the power not given to appoint 
special agents; but they will go on employing and 
those who do the business, 
whoever they may be, who exercise any agency in 
putting the bonds on the market, will receive their 
In other words, it will open the bonds 
to everybody, but there can be no special agents.’’ 


And yet the honorable Secretary, in the face 


home, with our money supplies on the ground, || of this official statement from the head of the 
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“Ways and Means,’’ has the effrontery to pre- 
tend that he had a knowledge of what was 
desired by the Ways and Means in placing 
these bond market in the way he did. 
To be sure, he did employ abroad officers of 
the Ate iry, Judge Richardson and General 
and perhaps the banks might be 
but not 
Not only was the spirit of 
as thus ambiguously defined on its 
through this House, defied by the Sec- 
retary, but, Mr. Speaker, it was done in defi 
ance of the very understanding of Congress. 
The Senate had agreed to abandon the cor- 
rupting and partial system of pets for their 
‘*special’’ greed. The House had not, it 
succumbed when they limited the Sec- 
retary to his one half of one per cent. So says 
General Schenck. When it was before us on 
July | remarked on this juggle as 


is on the 


Spinner; 
called 


‘ 


his agents in a general sense, 
‘special agents.’’ 
the law, 


passage 


seems, 


the iZth of 


follows: 


* But the second section of the bill embraced in 


this report of the conterence committee proposes 
to appropriate a sum not exceeding one half of one 
per cent. of the bonds herein authorized to pay the 
expenses of preparing, issuing, advertising, and dis- 
posing Of the same Now, Ldo not see any special 
limitation tothatclause. Whoareto be the agents to 
'D e] ed ? llow irethey toa pose ol Lanese bonds, 
athomeor abroad? Allof these matters should be 
fixedin some detinite way, with proper restrictions, 
Already our Secretary of the Treasury, and | may 
iy the executive department, have iggrandized 

wer enough in conne mn with our fiseal system. 


iM) 4) Md 


j 
One half of one per cent. on $1, 00 worth of 
} 


nds will amount, according to my calculation, to 
$/ 000. This isthe sum which isto be given out 
in some way or other to the special favorites of the 
Administration forthe time being. I would set no 
edent. We in this Louse have passed no 


such prec 
such proposttion. The conf 
not, in my Judgment, 
House of 


erence committee have 
represented the views of the 
Representatives in consenting to give 


this great power to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
which may be exercised for the advantage or his 
fay rites,”’ * * * o 7. * * * 

‘I would limit the Treasury to four per cent. 
bonds. IL would authorize the employment of no 
ugents. Iw uld save all that I could forthe people. 
[ would, wherever possible, strike off tariffs ond 


taxes, reduce the 
thus prepare the 
financial and 
i w suffering 


balance of trade against us, and 
way for the only panacea for the 
industrial evils under which we are 
the gradual, honest, fair resumption 


of epecie payments. This, as gentlemen will dis- 
cover, i8 the only panacea for all our ills. I say to 
gentlemen on both sidesof the House that the future 
will work with us. God will work with us by His 
laws; commerce will work with us, and I trust both 
sides of the Llouse, before the | ipse Of two yeurs, will 
work with us for the resumption of specie payments, 
a return to the legitimate currency of commerce, the 
money of the Constitution, and the only safe basis 
of trade, banking, or currency.”’ 

While it was by the merest catch-phrases 


that the bill was passed for the expenditure 
of the half per ,and that its execution 
was restricted to the officers of the Treasury, 
{ distrusted the law. It might, 
feared, be in the interest of 
agents and favorites ; and so it has 

minority of the Ways and Means 
ented inthis connection the 
which show 


cent. 


nevertheless 
as | 
‘special 

The 


have pres 


construed 


been. 
facts and 
ficures, just how much above the 
half per these ‘‘special agents’’ have 
been enabled to make by the equivoque of the 
bill and in defiance of its provisions. 

Mr. Speaker, it was because of this remark- 
able condition of the case that | introduced 
my resolution of inquiry, charging, first, ille- 
gal expenditures; and second, an increase of 
the Public morality, the law-abiding 
spirit, and the meaning of the law as inter- 
preted by our best financiers, demanded an 
investigation. Men and journals of both par- 
ties, and of no partisan bias, demanded ex- 
planation. Have we had it? 

I do not complain that the inquiry has been 
defeated as proposed. It was the duty of 
the Ways and Means to have reported back 
my resolution for the action of the House. 


cent. 


debt. 


But they seem to have thought that by mak- | 


ing a few verbal inquiries of the Secretary 
and of Mr. Ji ay Cooke . it was the nh the ir prov- 
ince to report a resolution screening the Sec- 
retary! ifthe resolution was worth their im- 
perfect ‘nquiry for the purpose of indorsing 
the Secretary, it was worth a more complete 
investigation for higher objects. 
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Mr. Jay Cooke, with the rest of the mystic 
brotherhood of the syndicate, might have been 
compelled, under a proper investigation, like 
Ku Klux witnesses, to answer particularly 
and on oath. Mr. Cooke might then have told 
us what he did make, and not evaded or failed to 
answer. ‘That he did make more than the one 
half of one per cent. is clear. The Secretary 
himself confesses that while the banks only 
got ‘fone fourth at first, and afterward one 
eighth of the one per cent.,’’ the syndicate got 
the half of one per cent., plus all that 
remained of the one half of one per cent. after 


one 


| paying the banks their commissions and the 


expenses. ‘This remarkable construction of 


the Treasury allows the expenditure of the | 


whole $7,500,000 on any sum or proportion of 
the loan. ‘This the Secretary did not deny. 
He only acted on it with reference 
syndicate and the $130,000,000 which 
But who ever heard of such 
tive stretches of arbitrary power? Who ever 
believed that the law, which, as General 
Schenck said, forbade any ‘‘ special agents,’’ 
could be tortured first 
and then into payment to them of any sum less 
than $7,500,000 for any proportion of the 
$1,500,000,000 of the loan? 

How much money was made out of the de- 
posit of money with the banks the minority 
of the committee have ciphered. It runs into 
millions ; 
them four or five 
not tell 


they 


took. presump- 


»months. The Secretary could 
how much the syndicate made. 
Cooke, in answer to Mr. 
how much his banks made by the use of 
money which belonged to 
‘*Some would make more and some less,’’ he 
naively said. Is there no need of an inquiry 
to ascertain how much was made, and who got 
it? If the Government did not get it, and the 
syndicate did get the extra millions above 


the one half per cent., where did it come from? | 
Did it come from the people, the over-taxed | 


people? Oh! but the Government would have 
made nothing by leaving it idle in the Treas- 
ury; and for that reason, says Mr. Cooke, we 
thought we would job on it. That requires, if 
not investigation, at least the application of 
some remedial legislative caustic. One thing 
is clear, somebody has been enriched at the 


expense of somebody; and that, too, by the 
use of public funds and special agents. If 
that is not a breach of the law, then it is 


because the law was purposely framed with 
an ambiguous voice. It is itself a fraud, 


and the Secretary who would execute such a | 
banking band, and | 


law in the interest of a 
against the interest of the people, 
something else than commendation. 

Many questions occur under the resolution 
I offered which are not answered by the tech- 
nical pleading of the committee. If answered, 
it would appear that the Government has been 
bound in an illegal contract to the syndicate 
and not the syndicate to the Government. This 
contract and its effect were well described by 
the gentlemen of the Ways and Means, [Mr. 
Beox and Mr. Kerr.] Why did the Govern- 
ment agree to pay double interest, eleven per 
cent. in all, on a large amount for a long time? 
Is the tax-payer or the country in a better 


deserves 


| condition than if this exceptional negotiation 


had been postponed two years? How much 


| extra tax is laid upon the tax-payer now, to 
| gain a prospective 


saving which could have 
been made better in 1873? 

Other questions require solution. The 
Treasury reported $92,000,000 gold ‘coin 
in hand” the last of November, and since 
the Ist of January they report $111,000,000 
gold coin in hand. In 
payment for the called bonds and 1st January 
interest (as far as paid) was $32,000,000, while 
the receipts for duties were $15,500,000, There 
should have been a diminution, not an increase. 


Practically there was but little change as the | 


receipts and payments are in the certificates. 
Whence, then, the reported increase? Evi- 





to the | 


into their employment | 


for the money was practically kept by | 


Mr. 
Kerr, did not answer | 
this | 
the Government. | 











the mean time the | 





January 3], 





| dently it is an amount standing to the creas, 
of the Treasury on the books of Jay Cooks 
& Co., and some national banks; a very dif. 
ferent thing from gold on hand, or rather 
‘coin in hand,’ as reported. Talk of the 
syndicate receiving three months’ int: rest, 
No one knows how | much interest they recejy, 
on the money still left with them, and whj ich 


| they could not pay in gold at once. 


Again, all the $200,000,000 new issue were 
said to be taken September 1, and settled ¢; 
December 1; yet on January 1, in the usuy 
monthly report, hardly half the amount js 


| included as issued. 


I should like to havo had pertinent inquiries 
like these put to Judge Richardson and to 
General Spinner as w ell as to the syndicate 
and the Secretary: when and how much wa 
the coin in the Treasury derived from the syy. 
dicate ?- By the second section of the law the 
Secretary was to sell or exchange at par and 
for coin. The bonds were issued Septe ihe . 
1; they bear that date; interest runs 
thattime. Now, did he exchange on that day? 
If the gold was in the Treasury on that day 
why did he not show it in his report of Octo 
ber 1? If the gold was not paid into the Trea 
ury, did he issue bonds on the Ist of Sept 
ber in exchange for bonds on December 1? 

The Secretary claims that the depositories 
are a part of the Treasury, and of course the 
the gold was in the Treasury if it was in the 
banks. As there is something very curious 
in the manipulation of our funds and coin, it 
would be well to know how much is saved, 
not, as Mr. Boutwell boasted in his Cincinnati 
speech, $24,375,000, (less fees, $1,625,000, on 
the $200,000,000,) but in the next three years 
by the proposed reduction of interest. which 
could be better done then than now? Is not 
the effect of this shrewd management that the 
syndicate should hold the new bonds ninety 
days, drawing interest, before being obliged to 
pay over the ‘gold or the old bonds? If so, 
it worth while to continue such transactions? 
Who dare, in the face of the statements of the 
minority of the committee, [Mr. Breck and 
Mr. Kerr,] deny that such transactions are a 
fraud on the public? 

What the whole amount of compensation 
the syndicate will receive on the whole 
$1,500,000,000 will be my friends of the min- 
ority of the Ways and Means show. It will 
be somewhere near twenty-five millions—a 
pretty douceur! What it actually cost us to 
place the $200,000,000 five per cents on the 
market has been well described. It is shown 
that the syndicate will make for the portion 
they took, $3,350,000, less the expenses, esti- 
mated at $300,000. The national banks took 
$65,775,550 before August 1. The national 
banks proper, outside of the syndicate, only 
took $14.377,3 The First National Bank 


from 


317,300, 
here in Washington took the sum of $117,- 
518,950. This bank is in the syndicate. ‘The 
minority of the committee show that the syn- 
dicate got the use of $135,000,000 for four 
months, if not longer, and made nearly four 
millions, less expenses, on their part of the 
transaction, including their percentages, esti- 
mated at over seven hundred and seventy- 
three thousand dollars. 

But it is said that the Secretary was bound 
to lose the three months’ interest, as he had 
to give the three months’ notice. I will not 
answer this myself, but give Mr. Boutwell the 
answer of the Boston Advertiser of December 
7. It is a paper in his interest and of his 
party. It says: 

“As to the point which has been most criticised, 
the loss of three months’ interest, Mr. Boutwell 
argues that he was obliged to give three months 
notice on the six per cents, and that as he could n 
do so till the five per cents were placed and paid for r, 
so much lose of interest was of necessity involved. 
He might have stipulated that the five per cents 
should be issued only as the six per cents were paid 
for, and it may be fairly urged that the loss of in- 
terest by the Treasury on gold lying idle is by no 
means the same thing as the actual payment of in- 


terest for three months on a double amount of debt, 
The manner in which the new loan was negotiated 























1872. 


nding act, and a violation, more, perhaps, of the 
a ad of the act thanof itsterms, but in any case it 
hands of a man as honest as 
have worked no harm. be 
conretary bas made a good bargain for the country 
withstanding, but this is not the question now 
hefere us, rer 4 I C | 
«hether the spirit of the law did not restrict within 


Mr. Boutwellit may 


, narrow limits the authority of the Secretary, | 


‘nd thus require that the loan should be taken on 

conditions which, if strictly complied with, would 

. rendered it of no avail to appeal to foreign 
” 


talists. 


cal 

Again it is said that he could not comply 
with the law forbidding the increase of the 
debt; that there had to bea temporary increase. 
| will not answer that further than to say that 


‘f the Secretary could increase the debt for || 


three months $130,000,000, he could increase 
it for three years $1,000,000,000. 

Sut it is said ‘*the law is impossible. of exe- 
cution.’’ Ah! Let another Republican paper 
dispose of that; for it gives the tenderest con- 
struction to this transaction. The New York 
Evening Post, in a recent number, said: 


“The Committee of Ways and Means have re- 
ported on Mr. Boutwell’s ‘syndicate’ business, 
acquitting him of the charge that he exceeded his 
powers by increasing the funded debt, or by incur- 
ring an illegal expenditure. They do not deny that 
the funding act forbids any increase of the princi- 
nal debt, nor that the Secretary made a temporary 
inerease of it to the whole amount of the loan. 
They do not deny that the same act limits the com- 
mission on the loan to one half of one per cent., nor 

hat he gave the syndicate that percentage, and 
the use of the whole amount of money borrowed for 
about ninety days besides. In each respect, there- 
fore, there was an apparent violation of the act, of 
which the Secretary can be acquitted only by 
pleading ambiguity in the law itself or in his acts, 
The act did not contemplate such a negotiation as 
he made. The terms of that negotiation were 
expressly contrived to avoid a direct conflict with 
the words of the act, or at least to find some pretext 
among its own inconsistent provisions, while escap- 
ing from the effect of its prohibitions. This is not 
obedience.” 


I would like also to understand what the 
Atlantic Monthly means by this statement in 
defense of the Secretary: 


* The long and theshort of Mr. Boutwell’s explana- 
tion is, that he has succeeded in funding two hun- 
dred millions of United States bonds by means of 
violating the funding bill. A great deal of fault has 
been found with him for this; but when we reflect 
how many laws are every year broken by officers of 
Government—how many sheriffs take illegal fees, 
how many constables make illegal arrests, how 
many consuls and ministers do queer things, and in 
how many cases they make handsome fortunes by the 
violations of the law—Mr. Boutwell may well main- 
tain that a Secretary who violates the laws of the 
country for thecounutry’s good, and not for his private 
emolument, is not as other men are.”’ 


I am willing to accord to the Secretary 
good intentions, out of which this inquiry 


arises. I did so when I offered the resolu- 
tion, But he has no right to complain of the 


criticism of the country on his acts, when he 


himself confesses their doubtful legality by || 


asking congressional expression; and when 
his own party defend him only on the ground 
that he did good and made the loan by break- 
ing of the law. Heis the man of all others to 
setan example of legal integrity. Heis no vul- 
gar custom-house moiety-monger; he is no 
spoliator on honest commerce or mercantile 
enterprise. If I had been a Brutus, and he 
had been illustrating his financial Cesarism, 
and my blow had made a vacancy, I should 
have to regret it, because his place could or 
would not have been filled this year, perhaps, 
by so acceptable a man. I remember much to 


his praise and little to his dispraise. The arrow | 


I let fly at him was not unlike that of Jona- 
than. It was not intended so much to hit 
him as to indicate his surroundings and vindi- 
cate the law. 

Shall I ever forget that when I urged here 
three years ago a prompt response to my com- 


plaints of the ‘‘ general-order’’ frauds of the |) 
New York custom-house; when I procured a | 


paper to be signed by my colleagues here, in- 
} . ° * Gd 


Neither are we called upon to decide | 


-edent that is very dangerous, though in the | 


It may be said that the | 














dorsing one from our merchants, representing | 


3850,000,000 of commerce, he at once ordered 
investigation? He promptly answered the res- 
olution which I presented, and which passed 


| dicker in the public securities, 





. volved an excess of the authority granted by the | this House. Shall I forget, to his praise, that 


he wrote to the collector to suspend the swin- 
die, and put it on right grounds,too? But why 
did he not abdicate when his order was con- 
temned? Is power so sweet or honors so 
full-handed in these degenerate days, that he 
could afford to obey the dictates of men in 
high places. engaged less in the glory of equi- 
table rule than in the ‘‘ennobling pursuits of 
avarice?’’ Nor can I forget that my ideas on 
this subject of pets and commissions have been 
colored somewhat by that of Mr. Boutwell. 
While a member of this House, on January 1, 
1869, he proposed a bill, forbidding ** percent- 
age, deduction, commission, or compensation 
of any amount or kind to any person for the 
negotiation of any of our securities or coin.”’ 


All honor to the Congressman! Can I thus 
exclaim for the Secretary? That bill was 


petitioned for by all the great bankers of the 
United States, I hold their petition in my 
hand, signed by hundreds. New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, and Chicago all demanded com- 
petition and publicity in these matters; andthe 
Secretary then heeded them. But now he turns 
from their prayer and hands over his principles 
and his practice to the syndicate, and finds a 
committee to indorse his ‘‘ new departure.’’ 
Although my resolution is ignored by the 
Ways and Means Committee, it has been pro- 
ductive of good. It has developed enough. 
It has killed the syndicate. ‘he ery is, ‘* No 
more syndicates.’’ I have proposed a bill 
similar to that of the Secretary, which will 
crystallize my ideas into a repealing law. If 
my resolution has done no other good, it has 
et least proclaimed the glaring detects of the 
law, so loosely construed, even if for good 
purposes. The country should be thankful 
that the attention of Congress is called, not 


} 


only to the exceptional and juggling legisla- 
tion of the last Congress, with a view to its 
remedy, but called also to the fact that one 
the best members of the Cabinet has fallen 
into the practice of the head of the Govern- 
ment, and has assumed authority never con- 
ferred. 

Besides, it became indispensable, under the 
light of free journalism and Congressional 
criticism, that our credit should not be further 
tampered with and dishonored by such a sys- 
tem of private greed and favoritism. 
not want to grant an exclusive monopoly to 
Truly, we have 
had enough of these manipulations and muta- 
tionsof our investments. ‘Their effect reaches 
every element of our wealth, every industry of 
our land, and every dollar of our capital. | 
have an extract here which illustrates what I 
say in a remarkable way : 

“Extent ofthe Ring Operations.—Though the Trea 
ury ring rarely uses a dollar of its own money, its 
financial operations count up among the thousand 
millions. The contents of our national Treasury 
is ever atits command, and at times ite I 
manipulates for its own benefit the entire bonded 
debt of the nation. Able at any time to secretly 
lock up or unlock one or more hundred million dol- 
lars of the people’s money, it controls the value of 
the merchants’ wares and the products of our manu- 
facturers, farmers, mechanics, and day-laborers 


yntrols and 


| throughout the length and breadth of the land, 


Having the power to manipulate our national debt 
by withdrawing bonds from the market and secretly 
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“6. The seven-thirty note is withdrawn by ring 
brokers. 

“7. Finds the honest greenback again in its place, 

“8. The greenback is again withdrawn bythe ring. 

“9, Shows the five-twenty bonds to have taken up 
&@ position, 

‘10. The five-twenties, or a small portion of them 
disappear syndicateward. 

“11. The long-lost gold coin appears again. 

12. Gold coin disappears, what little there is of it 

13. After a sojourn of ninety days in the syndi- 
cate, the new five per cents make their appearance 
in the market. 

* A portion of the five per cents were exchanged 
directly for five-twenties, thus reducing slightly the 
numberof manipulations of the portion directly con- 
verted; the balance was managed as above stated, 
making thirteen manipulations in all,’ 


‘This may or may not be exactly the manner 
in which this remarkable syndicate performs ; 
but it is by no means distant from the truth. 
‘Talk about Biddleand the United States bank ! 


| Talk about the pet bank system of thirty years 


ago. ‘They were as mole-hills to this mountain 
of fiscal favoritism. 


And all these remarkable transmutations, 


| which have no parallel in the sleights of the 
Oriental juggler, are done by what? a syndie- 


|| paternal ponderosity. 
| undersiand that 


ate! And what, in the name of the common 
people, is a syndicate? 

What is a syndicate? Now, Mr. Speaker, 
Lam a little reluctant to trouble the House 
with my researches into this nondescript. My 
reluctance springs from the remarks made the 
other day by the honorable gentleman, { Mr. 
Dawes.] Ihave a chronic veneration for his 
I do not wish him to 
| felt the unkindness of his 
chastisement. Pater ipsi colendi, &c.—he 
chastened outof love. Nor did I the other day, 
when urging prompt action by the House on free 


|| ships, mean to derogate from him or his ecom- 
| s- ° 
mittee, or others, while | seemed to arrogate to 


We do || 


or openly putting them afloat again, always at Gov- || 


ernment expense, the ring has our money market 
almost, if not wholly, in its control. Counting Mr, 
Boutwell’s syndicate operation, a large portion of 
our national debt has been manipulated into and 
out ofthe market not less than thirtecn times during 
the last ten years. Any one at all familiar with 
the ring’s operations can trace these astounding 
financial jobs for himself. Take a portion of the 
$200,000,000 of the new five per cents recently put 
upon the market, for example. This is the way it 
was manipulated: 

* 1. It was put in the market ten years ago by the 
Treasury Department in the form of ‘Treasury war. 
rants, certificates of indebtedness, quartermaster's 
vouchers, &c. 

2. Next withdrawn or 
brokers at a heavy discount. 

**3. Itthen appeared in 
greenbacks. 

**4. Greenbacks drawn out by secret sale of Treas- 
ury ring commission brokers. 

“5. The seven-thirty Treasury 
appearance, 


purchased in by ring 


; srt d 
the market in the form of 


note makes its 


myself competent legislative knowledge on that 
point. lam aware that if | should suggest to 
this House that water, mixed or unmixed, 
seeks its level, the gentleman would ask it to 
be referred to the Ways and Means, as that 
committee has charge of the tax on fluids. 
If | should propound the question of Mr. 
Lincoln, that a man who has something can 
better afford to pay something than one who 
has nothing, the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts would refer it to his sub-committee on 
the income. If I should in a modest way 
intimate that the greater contained the less, 
and would wish it to go to the Committee 
of the Whole, the leader of the House would 
by some ways und divers means divert if 
to his committee. When I ventured to say 
that the House ought to know by this time 
that it is better to buy things cheap than dear, 
and that, too, whether made by a tall man or 
short man, male or female, black or white, a 
man abroad or at home, whether the thing was 
a peck of salt or a steamship, whether pea 
nuts or pig iron, the gentleman would have it 
referred for the consideration of the Ways and 
Means. So that after his reproof lam fearful, 
a fortiori, to allude to any superior knowledge 
| have as to what is a syndicate; it might be 
referred. But [| have had so many inquiries 
about the syndicate, that | am anxious to tell 
what I have heard, so as to answer the unso- 
phisticated. In fact, when by the permission 
of the Ways and Means I was honored by 
being called before them, one of them asked 
me what a syndicate was. 

There are, Mr. Speaker, various ideas in the 
public mind as to what a syndicate is. Most 
of these ideas, as a scientist anda Regent of 
the Smithsonian, [ repudiate. My colleague, 
[ Mr. Woop, ] who seems to be an accomp ished 
lexicographer, anticipated much that | would 
say on this topic; but even his definition fails to 
meet publie curiosity or expectation. [Laugh 
ter.] The vulgar idea is not one which this 
refined House ought to embrace. A colored 
citizen of South Carolina writes to know if it 
is connected with the Ku Klux. [{Langhter. | 
My friends from Vermont an¢ Ohio can answer 
that question. ‘True, my friend from Tennes- 
see [ Mr. Maynarp] has shown here that the 
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Ku Klux are intelligent and scholarly, and } here by fearless criticism and just legislation. 


use learned words of Pythagorean meaning; 
but the syndicate is not a political term. It 
has no Ku Klux secrecy or disguise. It is 
Some have supposed that 
it was a great land animal of the prehistoric 
time, when our planet was filled with mon- 
sters; but I think it is the cunning device of 
a Jater epoch, since man came in. 

A gay and festive friend writes me to say 
that it is one of the genus Giascuticus, whose 
adventures are handed down through the tra- 


nur ly mercenary. 


ditions of time, with which western members | 


are familiar; | am not. A scholar, learned 
in philology, says it comes from the original 
Chinese, and is pronounced, ‘‘Ah-Sinde-cat,”’ 
from a well-known player of cards, called the 
‘‘heathen Chinee.’’ [|Laughter.] While on 
the island of Corsica, | saw the devil-fish 
of Victor Hugo—a horrible marine monster, 
with most remarkable tentacula, which clasp 
the human form in their slimy claws. It has 
depopulated whole villages by the sea. It 


is called by the natives, in their mixed lan- | 


guage, ‘‘sundy cato;’’ [laughter;] but the 
real syndicate, I think, is of the land, though 
it may cross the sea at times, A revenue re- 
former writes me that it is an animal peculiar 
to Pennsylvania, with a head of iron, eyes of 
nickel, legs of copper, and heart of stone. It 
consumes every green thing outside of its own 
state. 

These are the crudities of the vulgar. I 
resorted, sir, to my favorite books for the 
definition. 

A satisfactory account of this remarkable 
nondescript is given by Sir John Mandeville 
in his famous Travels in Cathay. ‘* While 
passing many contrees, both by land and sea, 
| cherched on the Chinese wall a strange 
animal of the lizzard kind. He was known 
in anciente books as a chameleon. When 
the sun did shine he took various colors; 
sometimes it wore a golden hue, and some- 
times hadagreen back. [Laughter.] I caught 
him by means of a steele mirror, which so 
bedazzled his eyne that he was easily caught. 
J bring him home as a straunge beaste. It is 
called by the natives a scindicat.’’ 

My colleague, [Mr. Brooks,] who is just 
from China, and even visited the Chinese wall, 
will verify this remarkable explanation of the 
syndicate. [ Laughter. ] 

But, sir, after all my researches into science 
and books, | was not entirely satisfied, and 
when summoned before the Ways and Means 
to put questions to my honorable friend, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, I find the report 
records this colloquy: 

**Mr. Cox. What do you mean by the syndicate? 
“Mr. Bourweti. I mean Jay Cooke & Co., and 
others connected with them in this country and in 
Europe. Ido not know who they are.” 

A writer in the Atlantic Monthly, in eluci- 
dation of this blackness of darkness, says that 
a syndicate is the European equivalent of what 
is calleda ring in America. Eureka! It is the 
magic ring ou which the genii wait, like that 
recorded in the oriental fable. 

Now, I submit, Mr. Speaker, did you ever 
hear of en officer making bargains involving 
hundreds of millions with unknown parties— 
with rings? Some are in this country and some 
in Europe. Who are the mysterious Euro- 
peans? Is it the occupant of Chisel-hurst? 
Seriously, sir, whoever they are, and what- 
ever they do, the Secretary is responsible, and 
this Congress is responsible for their acts; 
for this ring or syndicate are irresponsible 
agents, forbidden by law and paid in defiance 
of its provisions. They have no business, 
under our law, about the Treasury. As a 
Representative of the people, | presume them 

to be interlopers. Sir, in this time of execu- 
tive usurpation—when even the supreme judi- | 
cial tribunal is reorganized and appointed to | 
reverse a decision in the interests of greedy 
speculators and cormorants—it is high time 


I have done mine. 
I propose, in conclusion, an amendment 
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to the resolution reported by the Ways and || 


Means: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to report the bill before them pronupbit- 
| ing all commissions, deductions, or compensation of 


any kind to any person for the sale, negotiation, | 


and exchange of United States securities, and pro- 
| hibitingthe employmentofany agentexcepta proper 


| officer of the Treasury Department for such sale, 
|| negotiation, and exchange. 

During the delivery of the above speech the 
|| following colloquy occurred: 

|| Mr. KELLEY. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from New York a question. 

Mr. COX. I beg the gentleman’s pardon, 
but I decline to yield. 
Mr. KELLEY. 

world —— 

Mr. COX. I know the gentleman will try to 
force in his question, although I decline to 
|| yield the floor. 

Mr. KELLEY. In what country in the 
world can they get a four per cent. loan at this 
day? 

Mr. COX. The gentleman has not the court- 
esy to refrain from asking his question. when 
I have declined to yield the floor for any ques- 
tion so that the continuity of my remarks mny 
not be broken. 

Mr. DAWES. Let me say 

Mr. COX. The honored and heavy father 
of the House ought to keep his children in 
order. 

Mr. DAWES. That is precisely what I 
desire to do, to preserve the order of the 
House. 

Mr. COX. My friend from Massachusetts 
is the very one to chastise his children on the 
other side. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
question. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, have I the floor 
or not? If I have, I decline to yield to any 
interruption. When I declined to yield to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania he was discourt- 
eous enough to insist on holding the floor and 
getting out his question, which I did not hear, 
however. 

Mr. KELLEY. I was following the evii 
example set by my friend from New York. 

Mr. COX. But I have never persisted in 
interrupting a member holding the floor when 
he declined to yield to me. 

Mr. DAWES. My sole purpose was to pre- 
vent this controversy. 

Mr. COX. Heisasly old gentleman onthe 
other side. 

Mr. RANDALL. No hypocrisy or cant. 

Mr. DAWES. No remarks of mine justify 
any such impertinence as that of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania. If he cannot appre- 
ciate proper and parliamentary remarks, it is 
not my fault. 

Mr. RANDALL. 


What country in the 








I merely wish to ask a 


1 beg the gentleman's 
pardon. I do appreciate the gentleman at his 
fullvalue. I thought his remarks justified the 
remarks I made in that they were not sincere, 
but were made rather to aggravate the disturb 
ance instead of promoting peace between the 
two. 

Mr. DAWES. Ido not know of anything 
I have said that will justify that statement. 

Mr. KANDALL. I have described it sim- 





ply in what I conceived to be terse and proper 
anguage. 

Mr. DAWES. I have no words with the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. RANDALL. And I wish none. 

Mr. DAWES. He is the keeper of his own 
character, as I am of mine. [ am entirely 
satisfied if he is. If he cannot appreciate a 
proper remark of mine without resorting to 
the use of unparliamentary language I cannot 
help it. Ihave no words with the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 


Mr. RANDALL. It is not my wish either 


that the law-makers of the land did their duty || to have words with the gentleman from Mas- 





| 





January 31, 





———————————————— 
sachusetts, except to put him in his true 
attitude. 

Mr. COX. I do not yield to this at all, ang 
I am really sorry for what has occurred. 

At the conclusion of the remarks of My 
Cox, 

Mr. E. H. ROBERTS took the floor. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. Will my col. 
league give way to a motion to adjourn ? 

Mr. KE. H. ROBERTS. It seems to me we 
had better go on this evening for fifteen or 
twenty minutes longer. 

Mr. DAWES. 1 will call the previous 
question at the conclusion of the gentleman's 


remarks. 

Mr. WOOD. And then adjourn. 

Mr. DAWES. Yes, and then adjourn. 

Mr. E. H. ROBERTS. Mr. Speaker, the 
resolution to which this report is a response 
was introduced on the first day of the session, 
There was no delay in the attack upon the Treas- 
ury. On the day subsequent the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Cox, ] my colleague, took 
occasion to say: 


“It isa part of our duty in the Opposition here 
especially when the majority on the other side is s¢ 
great and so triumphant, to challenge everything 
that comes from the Administration that does not 
look right prima facie. This is one of the transac- 
tions which the country demands should be riddled 
from one end to the other.”’ 


I do not question the right of my colleague 
to ‘‘challenge anything that comes from the 
Administration ;’’ but the justice of his chal- 
lenge is to be decided in the presence of the 
fact that when those remarks were made there 
was upon the desks of the members of this 
House the report of the Secretary of the Treas. 
ury stating the precise terms and conditions 
of this loan. That statement is full and frank 
and open; so is the uniform policy of the 
Treasury. Let the country always know what 
the Treasury is doing, and it will have the best 
possible assurance ot honesty and fidelity. 

hat statement is so clear and precise that 
the committee adopt it as presenting the exact 
facts in satisfactory words: 

“On the 28th of February last, public notice was 
given that on the 6th of the following March books 
would be opened in this country and in Europe for 
subscriptions to the national loan, under the act 
approved July 14, 1870, and tho conditions on which 
the subscriptions would be received were also made 
known. All the national banks, anda large number 
of bankers both in this country and in Europe, were 
authorized to receivesubscriptions. Thefirst prefer- 
ence was given to subscribers to the five per cent. 
bonds, within the limit of $200,000,000. On the Ist 
of August the subscriptions amounted to $65,775,550, 
chiefly by the national banks. 

‘Under date of July 14, 1871, a dispatch was re- 
ceived from Hon. William A. Richardson, Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury, then in London, stating 
that certain bankersin Europe proposed to take the 
remainder of the $200,000,000 of five per cents upon 
certain conditions. This proposition was considered 
and modified, and early in August an agreement was 
made with Messrs. Jay Cooke & Co., representing 
bankers in Europe andin the United States. By the 
terms of the agreement the parties represented by 
Messrs. Jay Cooke & Co. had the right to subscribe 
for the remainder of the $200,000.000 of said bonds, 
by giving notice thereof at any time previous to the 
Ist of April next, and by subscribing for $10,000,000 
at once, and for an average of at least five million 
dollars of bonds per month during the intervening 
time, subject to the right of the national banks to 
subscribe for $50,000,000 within sixty days from the 
25th day of August. 

“Tt was also agreed that the subscriptions should 
all be made through national banks, and certificates 
of deposit therefor issued by said banks to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, bonds to be lodged with the 
Treasurer of the United States for the amount of 
the deposit. By a printed circular issued on the 
10th of August, 1871, it was announced that national 
banks making or obtaining subscriptions, payable 
in coin, would be designated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury as depositories of public money, on the 
usual condition of placing in the hands of the T'reas- 
urer of the United States bonds of the United States 
for the security of such deposits; and that, at the 
commencement of each month, notice would be 
given of the redemption of an amount of bonds 
equal to the amount of subscriptions in coin for the 
preceding month, interest to cease in ninety days 
from the date of such notice. 

“Tt was also stated in the circular that as the 
bonds called should mature the deposits would be 
drawn from the several banks proportionately. 

“It was further agreed that the subscribers to the 
loan should receive as commissions whatever might 
remain of the half of one per cent. allowed by law 
upon the $200,000,000, after paying the cost of paper 
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ts.» the bonds, for engraving, printing, advertising, 
‘ vivery, and all other expenses of the same. 
‘ Tipder this agreement the books were opened in 

;. country and in Europe, and by the last of 
sugust subseriptions were obtained for the entire 
“wount offered. 

Now, both the authority for and the restric- 
‘ons Upon the negotiation which we are con- 
sjering are found in the actof July 14, 1870. 

it seems to be the fortune of the gentlemen 
upon the other side to be able to read very 
Jearly every restriction in the law, but to fail 

discover the purpose of the law and the 
means for carrying it out. 
we all see, that if it is the object of gentlemen 
to prevent the refunding of the debt, there is 
, construction of the law which will put a 
strait jacket upon the Treasury. If you read 
onlythe last three lines of the first section you 
understand that— 


( 


“Nothing in this act, or in any other law now in 
force, shall be construed to authorize any increase 
whatever of the bonded debt of the United States.”’ 

Read on, and you will find that the Secretary 
js authorized to exchange these new bonds for 
the five twenties at par. 
one method of exchange, par for par, no pos- 
sible issue of a new bond can take place with- 
out in a certain sense increasing the debt. No 
matter how many five-twenties may have been 
first redeemed, every issue of every bond is 
ipso facto an increase of the debt. And fur- 
ther: if gentlemen read only the last three 
lines of the second section, it is possible to 
put a strait-jacket upon the Treasury, so 
that the Secretary may not be able to buy one 
sheet of paper or to have one bond engraved. 


So far has criticism gone as to claim that the | 


Secretary has a right under this clause to dis- 


burse but one half of one per cent. of the | 


bonds actually negotiated. At the outset it is 
conceivable the Secretary should have an offer 


for $100,000; one half of one per cent. on that | 


sum would not enable him to have one bond 
engraved, or to make any arrangements for 
negotiation. All this is absurd, but all this is 
in the very line of the argument of the gen- 
tlemen on the other side. 


Now, this act was passed for a purpose. It | 


is, as defined by the title, ‘‘to authorize the 
refunding of the national debt.’’ It clothes 
the Secretary of the Treasury with power to 
carry out the purposes of the act, and it gives 
him reasonable authority to do that. This is 
clear not only from the spirit of the law, but 
from its letter. In the second section it is 
expressly provided— 

“That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized to sell and dispose of any of the bonds 


issued under this act at not less than their par value 
for coin, and to apply the proceeds thereof to the 


reiemption of any of the bonds of the United States | 


outstanding, and known as five-twenties.”’ 


Of course, the process must be in that order. 


The bonds must first be sold, and then the pro- || 


ceeds may be applied to the redemption of 
five twenties. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not seek to do away 
with the force of the prohibition in either the 
first or second section. The prohibition against 
the increase of the bonded debt hasa meaning, 
and it ought to be enforced. It may be inter- 
preted to signify that the bonded debt shall not 
be increased above the amount at which it stood 
at the date of the passage of the act—July 14, 
1870—and I believe there is no pretense that 
in that sense the prohibition has been at all 
violated. 


Now, I see, and | 
: 


But except by that | 








But there is another anda clear and | 


an intelligible sense in which that prohibition | 


may be read in connection with the second sec 
tion of the act, which is, that the Secretary shall 
sell these new bonds and apply the proceeds 
to the redemption of five-twenties, and that 
except by this process the bonded debt shall 
not be increased in any mode whatever. 

Now that, it seems to me, is the clear, sensi- 
ble reading of the act. Any diversion of the 
fund from that sacred purpose would be a vio- 
lation of the law. It cannot be maintained 
that these moneys have been applied in any 
other way whatever. They have been devoted 
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to the redemption of the five twenties, and | 


they have been devoted promptly. 

My friend and colleague upon the committee, 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Beck, ]} 
chooses to argue that there has been a certain 
delay in calling in the five-twenties. Now, will 
the House bear with me while I say that sub- 
scriptions to this loan, as shown by the table 
to which both my colleagues have referred, 
runs down into this very current month of 
January; and while a large portion of the sub- 
scription was made in August, a considerable 
portion is recorded in the very last days of 
August. And it was not practicable for the 
Secretary to know on the Ist of September that 
it would be discreet for him to call in a larger 
sum than he did eall in, $100,000,000. 

No wise officer can use money, certainly in 
the payment of debts, unless he has it on hand. 
One hundred million dollars is as much as the 
Secretary of the l'reasury could fairly calculate 
as being in hand on the Ist of September. It 
appears besides, and is in evidence before the 
committee, that, asa matter of practical detail 
in the Treasury, $2,000,000 of bonds is as 
much as can be examined, verified, and ad- 
justed in a day, and therefore it was not 
practicable to call in any more at that time. 
On the 7th of December the Secretary called 
in $20,000,000, and $20,000,000 on the 20th, 
showing a rapidity greater than the country 
expected. Surely this is celerity as great as 
discretion would justify in calling in the five- 
twenties. 

On these grounds it is obvious there has 
been no increase in the bonded debt in the 
sense of this act, and I am very glad to see, 
and I desire to acknowledge and to recognize, 
the fairness on the other side of gentlemen 
who admit this conclusion, and have gone so 
far at least toward permitting the Secretary to 
refund the debt. 

But there has been more persistent adher- 
ence to the claim that the Secretary has vio- 
lated the limitation with reference to the ex- 
pense of preparing and issuing and disposing 
of the bonds. Now, as a matter of fact, it 
appears in the evidence of the Secretary of the 
Treasury that he has paid or agreed to pay no 
more than one half of one per cent. upon the 
amount of bonds negotiated under this act. 
By direct payments he has paid, not the mar 
velous sum which the gentlemen on the other 
side say, but he has paid for negotiating 
$200.000,000, including all the expenses of 
engraving and printing and advertising, and of 
agents of the Treasury crossing and recrossing 
the Atlantic for the delivery of the bonds, the 
| sum of but $1,060,000. 


question the veracity of the Secretary, when 
he says the expense of preparing the bonds, 
advertising, &c., was $400,000. How much 
was it, then? My eloquent friend from Ken- 
tucky chose to put down the figure as an 
6 I prefer to take the 


amount unknown.’’ 
statement of the Secretary to so wild a guess 
as that cf my eloquent friend from Kentucky. 

Mr. BECK. The gentleman will allow me 
to say that the Secretary of the Treasury him- 
self was called upon by the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Kerr] and myself to furnish 


that he could not do it, that the statement can- 
not be made out, and that he did not. know 
what they were himself. He first promised to 
do it, and then said he could not. 

Mr. KE. H. ROBERTS. But his estimate 
is $400,000; and the reason why he could 
not tell the figures more exactly is that 
the account is not closed, and cannot be 
closed until the final adjustment with the syn- 
dicate. But I do not understand, except by 
way of rhetorical figure, that my friends on the 
other side would dwell particularly upon that. 
They do insist that in some indirect way 
there has been allowed a greater sum to those 
who have negotiated the loan. Itis notorious, 
it is stated by the Secretary of the Treasury, 





the figures, and reported yesterday morning | 





that all the proceeds of these bonds are de- 
posited in national banks, with the security 
of national bonds, and that they remain there 
by agreement for three months. ‘There is 
nothing mysterious about that. The subscrip- 
tions are all made through national! banks. 
The party known to the Treasury in subscrip- 
tions is always a national bank. The money 
lies always with the national bank, and always 
with a deposit of national bonds as security. 

Now what will the Secretary do with this 
money? He has sold his bonds. What will 
he do with the money? He wants to redeem 
the five-twenties. He is met at once by the 
fourth section of the act of July 14, 1870, which 
requires him— 

**To pay at par and cancel in six per cent. bonds of 
the United States, of the kind known as five-twenty 
bonds, which have become or shall hereatter become 
redeemable by the terms of their issue. But the 
particular bonds so to be paid and canceled shall in 
all cases be indicated and specified by class, date, 
and number, in the order of their numbers and is- 


| sues, beginning with the first numbered and issued, 


in public notice to be given by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and in three months after the date of such 
public notice the interest on the bonds so selected 
and advertised to be paid shall cease.”’ 

Observe that he must give three months’ 
notice before interest can stop upon the five 
twenties. He gives that notice. He finds as 
a practical result that the bonds do not come 


'in. He finds as a practical result not merely 


| before the interest is stopped but after the in- 


aeolian 


The gentleman on the other side chooses to || 








| 


terest is stopped the bonds are not presented. 
Of the $20,000,000 called for in December less 
than $100,000 has been so far presented. Of 
the $100,000,000 called for in September and 
on which interest has ceased, $14,000,000 still 
remain unpresented. Practically, then, not 
simply the law, but the preference of the hold- 
ers of the five-twenties, prevents the Secretary 
from using the money until the close of three 
months. Soalso does, as | havealready stated, 
the detail of work in the Treasury. What 
shall the Secretary do with this money? He 
might put it into the Treasury and lock it up. 
Chat would be an evil in itself, but if he locks 
the money up in the I'reasury, when the bonds 
come he must pour it out again, and then 
| $180,000,000 will go forth like a flood to ruin 
the business of the country. 

Is there any way in which he can use this 
money? ‘There is.none. The law does not 
provide any method in which he can get interest 
on that money ; itis of no practical value what 
ever to the Treasury. But the torty fifth sec- 
| ion of the national banking law provides: 
“That all associations under this act, when desig- 
| nated for that purpose by the Secretary of the Treas 
ury, shall be depositories of public money, except 
receipts from customs, under such regulations as 
may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury; 
and they may also be employed us financial agents 
| of the Government, and they shall perform all such 
reasonable duties as depositories of public money 
and financial agents of the Government as may be 
required of them; andthe Secretary of the Treasury 
shall require of the associations thus designated 
satisfactory security, by the deposit of United States 
bondsand otherwise, for thesafe-keeping and prompt 
payment of the public money deposited with them, 
and for the faithful performance of their duties as 
financial agents of the Government.” 

Notice, that the Secretary may ‘* prescribe 
regulations.’’ Those regulations cannot refer 
to security, because the close of the same sec- 
tion referstothat. The regulations must refer 
to the manner of depositand of drawing; they 
| may refer to the time of drawing. The regu- 
| lations may by their terms be in force for ten 
| days, or a month, or three months. ‘Those 
regulations grow up by practice as well as by 
the exact words of the Secretary. 

It is customary when moncy is drawn by 
express from a national bank to send by mail 
| a letter giving notice that the draft is made; 
|} and an interval of one, two, or three days 
| sometimes occurs before the demand for the 
| money is received. A letter is sent calling 
| upon a bank to make a deposit elsewhere, 
| and a reasonable time is allowed to make the 
| deposit. The Government depositaries calcu- 





late upon the length of time the Government 
money shall be at rest, just as banks calculate 
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upon individual deposits. It would be prac- 
ticable for the banks to calculate with refer- 


ence to this fund that it must be at rest for 


three months. Then the Secretary is justified 

the money, and he is besides jus- 
tified in taking advantage of the profit that 
shall accrue to the Government. It is neces- 
sary that the money should remain in the 
national banks; it isunavoidable that it should 
remain there; and the Secretary has been 
hrewd and wise in taking advantage of that 


in leav ing 


necessity. 

lhe gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. Beck] 
and the gentleman from Indiana | Mr. Kerr} 
base much of their criticism on the alleged fact 
that money remains on deposit longer than for 
three months. The Treasury is not to blame 
forthat. ‘lhe Secretary can do nothing with 
the sum of $14,000,000 sacri dly pledged for 
the redemption of the five-twenties called in 
September 1, and on which interest ceased 
December 1, but not yet presented. he 
money must await the demand of the holders 
of the bonds. ‘The national banks may derive 
profit from the deposit, the Government loses 
nothing. and the fund cannot be more secure 
than it now is, guarantied by ample deposits 
of national bonds. 

Mr. Speaker, the resolution before the House 
only declares that in this action the Se cretary 
I do not 


choose to follow gentlemen on the other side 


of the Treasury has violated no law, 


in their extraordinary assaults upon the stat 
utes as they stand, nor in their propositions 
When new legislation 


comes up in its orde rwe may consider it and 


for new leg ation. 


act upon it fairly. The question now is, was 
this action of the Secretary right under the 
law? Did his action violate the law ? if 
it is the object of gentlemen to put a strait 
jacket upon the Treasury they should cer- 
tainly pass a resolution like this. If they 
believe that the Secretary has violated the 
law in issuing new bonds for the redemption 
of the five-twenties, then it is practicable for 
the House to say that no more refunding shal! 
take place under the law as it now stands. 
Gentlemen on the other side are able to tell 
you how much the syndicate makes out of this 
| do not know; very little do I 
care. But I do know what the country makes. 
Here isa negotiation of $200,000,000 of bonds 
at a lower rate of interest, to run for ten 
years. Without compounding interest, there 
is & saving to the country upon the negotia- 
tion of $19,000,000 


transaction ; 


Compounding the inter- 
est it is a saving of $26,800,000 for ten years, 
or of $75,000,000 for twenty years. This 
amount is actually saved. It is not merely 
postponed to the distant future. It not so 
much taken by taxation from the hard earn- 
ings or scant savings of our people. It is in 
so far a permanent relief from taxation. !t 
is a blessing which no theory assails; which 
no class can question. 

| am not prepared to say, and this House is 
not now called upon to say, whether the Secre- 
tary ought to make a new negotiation withthe 
syndicate. The House ought to say that with 
the laws as they stand the Secretary shall be 
open to receive proposals, The Secretary 
has not been ‘‘ hawking our bonds about in 
Kurope,’’ as the gentleman from New York 
{ Mr. Cox] suggests. Here is an offer that is 
brought to his door, a new offer for $600,000,- 
000, with a saving of interest of $7,500,000 
a year, or $75.000,000 in ten years. I do not 
fee] ready to say that he ought to accept any 
such offer; but | do feel proud to say that this 
Administration has lifted the country to a 
point where such an offer is brought to it 
trom Kurope. 

I was very glad to hear the words of my col- 
league from New York city [Mr. Brooks] tes- 
tifying to the increased strength of the credit 
of the United States abroad. One of the evi- 
dences (and it is an evidence that cannot be 
gainsaid ) of the increased strength of our credit 


is the very negotiation to which this resolu- || to raise the price of national securities. Our 








tion refers. 
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Let me call attention to the fact | 
besides, that this Government never before | 
negotiated a loan at such rates as those a 

which this has been negotiated. Ithas always | 
paid one per cent. for commissions. During 
the war the purchaser of our bonds had always 
the advantage of the premium on gold. Going 
back to 1860, under Mr. Buchanan’s adminis- 
tration, the Government, trying to borrow 
$5,000,000, was compelled to accept a dis- 
count of ten and five-eighths per cent. This is 
not peculiar to our Government. I hold in my 
hand atable of negotiations of loans abroad, 
running through a number of years, showing 
that various Governments have made great 
loans, always allowing very heavy discounts. 
Observe particularly now the loan of France 
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for £40,000,000 sterling at 80, equal to twe, ty 
per cent. discount, and that was a five per cent 
loan; a loan of Austria in 1865 for £15,000, 009 
sterling at 70; and that was a five per ecien 
loan. And Austria tried in 1856 to borrow 
$6,000,000, and failed. And these rates run all 
the way down, Turkey borrowing £3,516.9/ 
sterling at 474,a discount of fifty-two and a hal 
per cent. ; and that was a five per cent. en 
While this is true, these Governments hay, 
paid besides a commission of two and two and 
a half per cent. to bankers, and never less then 
two percent. That is now the current rate jy 
England and on the Continent, and public hae 
are not made without the payment of thes 
commissions. ‘The table is made up with ¢ 
and is appended: 


f 
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are 








eae eee iors or ——————————— 
Government. | Amount. Issued at— Interest, | 
SetektKenncdeienantina eal a ee a at 

Argentine Confederation... £2,500,000 75 on 100 6 percent, 

| AUSETIG....... ccoccsscccesericees sees eee } =: 2,250,060 90 on 100 5 per cent 

AUSETIB........0000 jidecaioiabi hsdeseoees | 8,000,000 95 on 100 5 per cent. 

I i ah | 50,000,000 95 on 100 4 per cent, 

EIT cineca uekénbibitnhcanmkoe ale 6,000,000* - - 

Be Ie MPNR Directs tevosckssved vedeacdswanae | 15,000,000 70 on 100 5 per cent 

PR Ni cdibcsetn ses kscibihibeiecsivsect 8,300,000 88 on 100 4 percent. 

POD IMB, sencezssoneeee eipetessaoeieas 1,200,000 93 on 100 5 per cent, 

Denmark ............. 728,000 935 on 100 5 per cent. 

iL. eS } = 40,000,000 80 on 100 5 per cent. 

Portugal ...:000..< aaahs gids | 5,000,000 44 on 100 3 per cent 

a ee Sa ae | 2,560,000 48 on 100 3 percent, 
1 ES eee 12,000,000 664 on 100 | 3 percent. | 

Russia 8,000,000 9? on 100 5 per cent 

Russia 6,000,000 85 on 100 | 5 percent. 

Russia 6,000,000 63 on 100 |} 5 percent, 

Russia | 41,100,000 $0 on 190 5 per cent. 

| Russia | 12,000,000 8) on 100 5 percent. 

| Sweden 2,223,000 92} on 100 43 per cent, 

TRI 5 ciecestevivtesoen caine enciaell 8,000,000 72 on 100 6 percent. 

: | ‘Turkey.. ; 6,000,000 654 on 100 6 per cent, 

ND ciacas wihtencacustkibhasieete ee ID iets taweteend cdseues be aoe 3,636,363 474 on 100 5 per cent. 

Bin ivesccstvikscdetoctginkeanadlaell ees ith te Svcobeantas 1,500,000 55 on 100 6 per cent. 

{ 


*Loan failed. 


Mr. Speaker, the question is not whether | 
we shall continue to pay any particular rate 
of interest; the question is whether or not the 
Secretary upto this time has violated the law; 
not even whether this negotiation was for the 
advantage of the country. If it were only to 
prove the strength of the national credit, I for 
one am glad the negotiation was made. We 
have heard on this floor claims that we can 
borrow money now at four per cent. Let us 


| borrow money as low as we can; but let us 


| in accordance with the letter of the law. || 


ble for many of our boys in blue; but our 


| Government in the past few years have been 


always sustain fair negotiations, openly made 


So American credit rises. Attacks have been 
made upon it before the gentleman from 
New York [ Mr. Woop] to-day sneered at ‘‘ our 
bankrupt bonds.’’ These attacks have taken 
all forms during the last ten years. Out of 
the great war our brave soldiers came home 
exhausted by burden and effort, shattered and 
crippled by rebel shots. So, too, came the 
national credit, staggering, exhausted, crippled 
from the great conflict. No healing is possi- 


credit comes from the very gates of the grave, 
restored, lusty, and stalwart, and advances con- 
quering and to conquer. Hamilton ‘smote 
the rock of the national resources and abun- 
dant streams of revenue gushed forth; he 
touched the dead corpse of public credit, and it 
sprang to its feet.’ The achievement of Ham- 
ilton has been more than repeated. Belittle 
them as we may, the financial triumphs of the 


a wonder and a blessing. 

Criticism upon these negotiations has some- 
times been patriotic. It has been in many 
cases a part of the war of which the debt is a 
consequence. Capital is timid and suspicious ; 
yet it responds to the growing credit of the | 
country and rebukes assaults upon it. It | 
makes haste everywhere to pay tribute to the | 
marvelous progress of the Republic and the 
success of the Administration. No law has | 
been broken toachieve this result. Noarts of | 
magic have been used to draw foreign capital, 


a on 





credit is no fabric of fancy, no creation of in- 
genuity ; it is a natural growth. Its roots 
strike deep in the rich soil, between seams of 
gold and veins of iron and precious metals 
Its trunk is nurtured by southern suns and 
stiffened by northern winds. It spreads out 
its branckes wide and comely over busy and 
| productive millions. Dews falland days pass, 
and it increases. It is vital and it is en- 
during. Strike at it; it still grows. It bears 
good fruit. Let us not by false reading of laws 
| girdle the oak of our credit. Give it only a 
fair chance. Give it the husbandry of com 
mon sense, and all will go well. We may bor- 
row at four per cent. or three per cent. Let 
us say the Secretary of the Treasury has acted 
in accordance with the law in what he has 
done, and for the future see if we can do 
better. 

Mr. KERR. Mr. Speaker, I desire, on be- 
half of the minority of the committee, to offer 
the following substitute for the resolution of 
the majority, so it may be pending to-morrow. 

Mr. DAWES. __ It will not be pending. 

Mr. KERR. Why? 

Mr. DAWES. Because it is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The pending motion is to 
recom mit. * 

Mr. KERR. I ask that the resolution may 
be read, as the expression of our views. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That in the opinion of the House the 
Secretary of the Treasury,in negotiating the loan 
authorized by the act of July 14, 1870, has increased 
the bonded debt more than was necessary or proper, 
and has incurred expenditures contrary to law. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to sey I must 
object if this will give the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Kerr| another opportunity ot 
being heard on this same question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Dawes] is recognized as hold- 
ing the floor; and the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Indiana has only been read for 
| information. 
Mr. KERR. I will inquire why my substi- 
tute is not in order? 
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The SPEAKER. At the time the gentle- 


} 
| 
| 
| 


man from Massachusetts called up the resolu- || 


ion to-day he entered a motion to recommit, 
aod the gentleman from Indiana is aware that 
under the rules of the House no motion to 
amend can be entertained pending a motion 
to recommit. 


Mr. KERR. I did not hear the motion, and 


did not know that it was made. 
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PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


| committees: 


The SPEAKER. He made it in an audible | 
voice. The gentleman from Massachusetts has | 


the floor. 

Mr. DAWES. 
nessee desires the floor I will yield to him. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I do desire the floor. 

Mr. DICKEY. I move that the House 
adjourn. 

Mr. DAWES. 
it | would call for the previous question at the 
conclusion of the remarks of the gentleman 
from New York. 

Mr. SARGENT. I rise to a question of 
order: whether, under 
which has already been had, the motion to 
adjourn does not operate as a call for the 
previous question ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not distinct 
on that point, and he takes the understand- 
ing of the gentleman having the report in 
charge. 

Mr. DAWES, I intimated, if, there were 
no objection, [ would call the previous ques- 
tion as soon as the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. E. H. Roperts]} concluded his remarks. 
jn the mean time the gentleman from Tennes- 
see [Mr. Maynarp] attracted my attention. 
He expressed a desire to be heard, and as he 
isa member of the committee I did not know 
how L could refuse him. 

Mr. RANDALL. There are other members 
of the House, not members of this committee, 


the understanding | 


If the gentleman from Ten- | 


By Mr. BANKS: The remonstrance of the 
Machinists’ and Blacksmiths’ Union No. 1, of 


Mas:achusetts, against the passage of any law | 
tending to defeat the objects of the present | 


eight-hour law, and urging the Senators and 
Representatives of Massachusetts to use all 
honorable means to prevent the passage of 


any law reducing the wages of mechanics 


employed by the Government. 


By Mr. COTTON: The memorial and joint | 


resolution of the Legislature of the State of 


|| lowa, praying that the right be granted to 


I said if the House desired | 


who desire to say something in reference to | 


this immense financial question, involving the | 


best interests of the Government and the policy | 


which is hereafter to be pursued in reference 
to the negotiation of the loans. It is a ques- 
tion which ought to have the fullest discussion 
in this House. 


Mr. DAWES. My only desire is to relieve 


myself of obligations to the Committee on | 


Appropriations to get through with this as 
soon as possible, so the Indian appropria- 
tion bill may be taken up. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not hear 
what the understanding was. 

Mr. DICKEY. I move to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to un- 
derstand the situation the question will be 
in to morrow, before he puts the motion to 
adjourn. If the gentleman from Tennessee, 
whonow occupies the floor, yields for a motion 


to adjourn, this will go over and be the first | 


business in order to-morrow, as the unfin- 
— business, to the exclusion of all other 
usiness, 

Mr. SARGENT. I inquire of the Chair 
whether or not he is aware it was understood 
by the House that at the conclusion of the 
remarks of the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. E. H. Roperts] the previous question 
should be called by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts ? 

The SPEAKER. The recollection of the 


Chair is not distinct in reference to an under- 


standing of that kind; but there was a general | 





expression on both sides of the House that | 


to-day would finish. The Chair does not feel 


like enforcing it as a general understanding. 
Mr. KERR. I ebjected. 


| York, manufacturers of cigars, praying an | 


bridge the Mississippi river at Clinton in said | 
| State, and that the same be declared a post | 
| route, with the same powers and restrictions 
| as are given to other bridges charted by the | 


laws of Congress. 

By Mr. DUELL: The petition of Joseph 
Barton, Brown & Shay, Hier & Aldrich, J. J. 
Carr & Co., and others, of Syracuse, New 


increase of tariff on imported cigars to the 
extent of three dollars per pound, and fifty 


per cent. ad valorem, and setting forth that | 


the high price of domestic tobacco and the 
internal revenue tax upon domestic cigars 
have brought foreign cigars into dangerous 


competition with the industry of manutactur- | 


ing cigars in the United States, 

Also, the petition of John J. Junio, William 
Fryer, Charles Jackson, and 95 others, of 
Syracuse, New York, cigar-makers, praying 


an increase of tariff on imported cigars to | 
the extent of three dollars per pound, and fifty | 


per cent. ad valorem, and setting forth that 
the high price of domestic tobacco and the 


internal revenue tax upon domestic cigars | 


have brought foreign cigars into dangerous 
competition with the industry of manufac- 
turing cigars in the United States. 

By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: A petition 
for the improvement of Ashtabula harbor. 

By Mr. GETZ: The remonstrance of 94 


| workers in the iron-works at Birdsborough, 


Berks county, Pennsylvania, against any 
change in the tariff laws abating or abolishing 
the duties upon such articles as are success- 
fully produced in this country, and praying 
the repeal of all duties upon tea, coffee, 


and other necessaries of life that cannot be || 


produced in the United States. 

By Mr. FORKER: The memorial of J. M. 
Learly, Charles Breasly, and 500 others, citi- 
zens of Trenton, New Jersey, asking that the 
existing duties upon earthenware be retained, 
and the repeal of all duties upon tea, coffee, 
and such other articles of necessity as cannot 
be produced in the United States, and that 


duties be so adjusted as to encourage and de- | 


fend home industry and foster the interests 
of the American laborer. 

By Mr. FOSTER, of Michigan: The memo- 
rial of the Industrial League, of Detroit, in 
favor of protection of American labor. 

By Mr. FRYE: The petition of RK. G. Chase 
and others, for the repeal of the stamp tax on 


| contracts under $100. 


The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Indi- | 
ana (Mr. Kerr] objected to making an under- | 


standing. ‘The gentleman from Massachusetts 

intimated that in his opinion a day might finish 

the discussion ; but the Chair repeats that that 

could not have the force of an understanding. 
And then, on motion of Mr. DICKEY, (at 

four o’clock and fifty-five minutes p. m.,) the 
ouse adjourned. 
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|| Schuylkill county, Peansylvania, praying that || before the Senate a letter of the Secretary of 


By Mr. KELLEY: The remonstrance of citi- 
zens of Centre, Huntingdon, and Clearfield 
counties, Pennsylvania, against the reduction 
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more equal legislation may be had in regard 
to the distillation of whisky. 

By Mr. McGREW: The petition of 76 citi- 
zens of West Virginia, late soldiers of the Uni- 
ted States, asking a modification of the act 
of Congress approved July 15, 1870, so as to 
allow soldiers mentioned therein to enter the 
amount of land therein allowed without the 
condition of settlement and cultivation, to 
give a patent therefor unconditionally, and to 
equalize bounties to soldiers. 

sy Mr. RANDALL: The petition of Eman- 
uel Coryell, guardian of the minor children of 
Joseph B. Coryell, late a soldier in company 
I’, twenty-sixth Pennsylvania volunteers, ask- 
ing a pension for the said minor children. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The memorial of Mar- 
tha A. Brooks, widow of John W. Brooks, late 
a private in company |, sixty-ninth regiment 
Ohio volunteer infantry, praying a pension. 

By Mr. SWANN: The memorial of R, F. 
R. Lewis, commander in the United States 


} Navy. 


By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York: The 
petition of the president and trustees of the 
Southold Savings Bank, asking to be relieved 


| from the tax on deposits, 





or repeal of duties upon such articles as are | 


successfully produced in this country. 

By Mr. KILLINGER: The memorial of 
numerous citizens of Schuylkill county, Penn- 
sylvania, remonstrating against a change in 
existing tariff laws abolishing or abating duties 
on such articles as are successfully produced 
in this country; also, praying the repeal ofall 


| duties on tea, coffee, and such other articles of 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


necessity or comfort as cannot be produced in 
the United States. 
Also, the memorial of numerous citizens of 


Also, the petition of the Sag Harbor Savings 
Bank, for the same. 

By Mr. VAN TRUMP: The petition of 
Johu Armstrong and others, praying a change 
by the reduction and extension of mail routes 
9229 and 9309 in Ohio. 

By Mr. WALDRON: The petition of Ma- 
cauley & Warmsley, and 60 other business 
firms, of Detroit, Michigan, asking the passsge 
of the bill granting increased compensation to 
letter-carriers. 


IN SENATE. 
Trurspay, February 1, 1872. 
Prayer by Rev. J. G. Butter, D. D., Chap- 


| lain of the House of Representatives. 


The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was 


| read and approved. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills received yesterday from 
the House of Representatives were severally 
read twice by their titles, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

A bill (H. R. No. 188) to extend the time 
in which certain offenses may be prosecuted ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 286) to perpetuate testi- 
mony in the courts of the United States; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1331) relating to wit- 
nesses for respondents in extradition cases. 

PHILADELPILIA ICK=BOATS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate the amendment of the House of Rep 
resentatives to the bill (S. No. 487) to exempt 
the iron steam ice-boats constructed by the 
city of Philadelphia from the inspection re- 


| quired by the act of February 28, 1871, entitled 
‘‘An act to provide for the better security of 
' 


| life on board of vessels propelled in whole or 
| in part by steam, and for other purposes,’’ 

The amendment of the House of Represent- 
atives was, «t the end of the bill to add the 
following proviso: 

Provided, This act shall expire at the end of six 
months from and after its passage. 

Mr. SCOTT. I move that the Senate con- 
cur in the amendment. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 


|| Senate a letter of the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution 


H| 


of the Senate of the 14th of December, 1871, 
a report of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office relative to the drainage of Beaver 
lake, Indiana; which was ordered to lie on 


| the table, and be printed. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair lays 
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the Treasury, transmitting the report of Ed- 
ward Young, chief of the Bureau of Statistics, 
on the customs tariff legislation of the United 
States, which, as it appears to be in print, 
will be referred to the Committee on Finance 
without printing, except so fur as the letter 
itself is concerned. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. IL think we ought to 
have that printed for the use of the Senate. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It isin printed 
form—perhaps printed by the Treasury Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
authority of Congress? 

The VICK PRESIDENT, It has the im- 
print ** Government Printing Office, Washing- 
ton, 1872.'’ How many copies are printed, 
or by what authority, the Chair does not know, 
It is now in print. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not see the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance, but that is 
a document which I think we should all like 
to have. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. Then the letter 
will be referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and the question of printing the report will be 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. — I will not ask that the 
motion to print be acted on now. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I will say to the Senator 
from Illinois that I have the impression that 
that document has been ordered to be printed 
heretofore. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Having called atten- 
tion to it [will not make the motion, but I 
think it is a document that we ought to have. 
[ hope the Senator from Iowa will look at it, 
and, if he comes tothe same conelusion, that 
he will move to have it printed, if the print- 
ing has not been already ordered. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Commit- 
tee on Finance can report a resolution for 
its printing. It will be referred to that com- 
mittee, 


Has it been printed by 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a pre- 
amble and resolutions adopted by the Legis- 
lature of Nebraska, in relation to the improve- 
ment of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers ; which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WILSON presented the petition of Max- 


imillian Rosenberg, praying compensation for 


services rendered on the statf of Major General || 
John C. Frémont; which was referred to the || 


Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. FENTON —— the memorial of 
the president and executive officers of the 


American Industrial League, representing the | 
interests of American producers, asking that | 


such discriminating duties be levied on all im- 


ported manufactures as will render substantial | 


protection to the labor of our own people; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
linance. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of col- 
ored citizens of V’rankford, Delaware, pray- 
ing the immediate passage of the supplement- 
ary civil rights bill; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Lewiston, Mifllin county, Pennsylvania, pray- 


ing the immediate passage of the supplement- || 


ary civil rights bill; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. RAMSEY presented the memorial of 
William Wheeler Hubbell, of Pennsylvania, 


preying an appropriation to satisfy the unpaid | 


alance of the verdict rendered in his favor 
under the joint resolution of Congress, ap- 
proved June 3, 1864, for the use of several 
million of his patent fuses for explosive shells 
by the Army and Navy of the United States, 
aud the transfer of his patents to the United 
States, in pursuance of that joint resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 


|| Mr. KELLOGG presented a petition of postal 

letter-carriers of the city of New Orleans, Lou- 
| isiana, praying an increase of compensation ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Koads. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Franklin parish, Louisiana, praying the reés- 
tablishment of the United States district court 
for the northern district of Louisiana; which 
| was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. OSBORN presented a memorial of the 
| Legislature of Florida, asking an appropria- 
| tion for the improvement of St. John’s river 
| and the harbor of Fernandina; which was re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and 

ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. VICKERS presented the petition of R. 
| F. R. Lewis, commander United States Navy, 
| praying to be restored to his proper position 
in the Navy; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of the 
trustees of the Primitive Baptist (colored) 
| church of Huntsville, Alabama, praying re- 
muneration for the use and destruction of their 
church by United States troops during the 
late war; which was referred tothe Committee 
on Claims. 

He also presented the petition of George W. 
Dunavan, guardian, &e., of Laura Id. Ritchey 
and Killa A. Ritchey, praying that a pension 
be granted to them; which was referred tothe 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CONKLING. I present two petitions 
| very numerously signed by citizens of the 
twenty-third congressional district of New 
York, whose vocation is the manufacture of 
cigars, and they ask for such an increase of 
the tariff on imported cigars as will raise the 
duty to three do!lars a pound and fifty per cent. 
ad valorem. [ move the reterence of these 
petitions to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 





1 
t 
} 


Mr. CONKLING, I present, also, the memo- 
| rial of the American Industrial League, in 
which memorial they remonstrate against the 
theories and practices of free trade, and they 
say especially, ‘‘if foreigners want access to 
| our better markets, and on an equality with 
ourselves, let them emigrate to the United 
States with their capital and machinery, and 
| pay not only our higher wages but the taxes 
to support our schools and other institutions, 
as we have always done.’’ 
only cogent suggestion of these memorialists. 
I commend their memorial to the Committee 
| on Finance. I move that it be referred to that 
committee. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I have received and 
been requested to present some resolutions, 
adopted by the Legislature of the State of Illi- 
neis, asking its Senators and Representatives 
to use all necessary and honorable efforts to 
secure an early and favorable consideration 
by Congress of the memorial of Joseph J. 
Petrie, for services rendered in the years 1849 
and 1850, in rescuing two expeditions in the 
depth of winter from the Sacramento valley, 


number of emigrants, in accomplishing which 
he was at great expense. His memorial has 
been introduced and referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Claims, and [ move that these resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of Illinois 
be also referred to the same committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. THURMAN presented a petition of 
William Oliver and twenty-eight others, who 
| were soldiers in the late civil war, living in 
| Belmont county, Ohio, praying for the equal- 


|| was referred to the Committee on Military 
|| Alfairs. 

} He also presented a petition of William 
| QO. Reed and twenty-nine others, of Belmont 
\| county, Ohio, praying for the equalization of 





in California, and preserving the lives of a | 


ization of bounties and bounty lands: which | 
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| soldiers’ bounties and bounty lands: 
was referred to the Committee on \ 
Affairs. 

Mr. SCOLT presented the memoria] ,; 
Abraham Schroppe and nine hundred ae 
sixty-seven others, workers in the Bethlehen, 
iron works, of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, re. 

| monstrating against any change of the ex 
ing tariff laws abating or abolishing dy * 
upon such articles as are successfully »,.. 
duced in this country; which was referred + 
the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of 6 

Hammond and sixty others, workers in ely. 
coal and iron, of Greenfield township, Bi,;. 
county, Pennsylvania, remonstrating again. 
| a change of the existing tariff laws abating o. 
abolishing duties on such articles as are gy. 
cessfully produced in this country ; which Was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, presented 
the petition of John W. Ramsburg, of Moy. 
| gantown, West Virginia, praying remunera. 
tion for lumber taken by United States troops 
during the years 1861, 1862, and 1863; whieh 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, 
it was 


Which 


lillary 


Ordered, That the papers in relation to the claim 
of Charity Lodge No. lll, of Free and Accepted 
Masons of Harper's K erry, West Virginia, be takey 
froin the files of the Senate and referred to the Cou. 
mittee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSTON, it was 

Ordered, That William Robinson have leave to 
withdraw his petition and papers from the tiles of 
the Senate. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Pos 
Otfices and Post Roads, to whom was referred 
the petition of Charles Hubbs, praying an 
amendment to the postal laws so that all 
|| printed matter sent trom a known office of 
publication to regular subscribers be delivered 
free, asked to be discharged from its further 
| consideration ; which was agreed to. 


| POST ROADS IN VERMONT. 


Mr. RAMSEY. The Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No. 1076) establishing certain 
post roads in Vermont, have instructed me to 
report it back without amendment and recom- 
mend its passage. It is a very small matter. 
[t establishes but two roads. The member 
interested in the House is very anxious about 
it, and I hope it will be put on its passage at 
once. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will merely 
state that a new railroad has been constructed 
in the northern part of the State, and there are 
a couple of towns very much inconvenienced 
by the lack of having a bill of this kind passed. 
T hope the Senate will consider it now. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
|sider the bill. It proposes to establish the 
| following post roads in the State of Vermont: 
from the station on the Portland and Ogdens- 
burg railroad, in Greensborough, via Greens- 
borough, East Craftsbury, and Craftsbury, to 
North Craftsbury ; and from the station on the 
same railroad at South Hardwick, to North 
Craftsbury. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


PRRSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. LEWIS. Mr. President, [rise this morn- 
ing to a personal explanation, a thing I very 
rarely do. My attention has been called this 
morning to the fact that upon last Friday even- 
ing, when we were voting on the amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Scm- 
NER] to the adjournment resolution, in reply 





to a question of the Senator from New York, 
[Mr. Conxiinc,] I am reported to have said 
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itary tucky, 
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Furthermore, millions of dollars have been already 
expended in securing a moiety of this burnt timber, 
by parties relying upon the good faith of the Govern- 
ment that the tariff would not be materially altered. 
If this bill had been anticipated this expenditure 
would have been saved, as it is feared by some that 
the market will be glutted without the admission of 
foreign lumber, The operation of the bill, if passed, 
will be to take from one class of sufferers to con 
fer a doeubtfal benefit upon another class no more 
unfortunate, save from the fact that they had more 
to lose, 

Ayvain, we regard the bill as an insidious attempt 
to enrich or relieve afew at the expense of the many, 
as we cannot imagine how the operation of the law 
ean be so guarded as not to lead to immense trauds. 
As a matter of relief, the concession prayed for is 
too trivial to be worthy of special legislation, and 
we cannot but believe that this is a project to secure 
much more than the bill on its face concedes. 

The annual receipts of lumber in Chicago is about 
one thousand million feet, and probably not more 
than forty million feet will be used in rebuilding in 
that city next year. 

Furthermore, if any part of the country has claims 
for special legislation on account of its misfortunes, 
we ask that relief should be equally distributed to 
all sections alike, and notalone toacity whose relief 
has been as pronounced and theatrical as its catas- 
trophe, and whose pecuniary losses have been greatly 
alleviated by foreign insurance companies. 

We believe that none would be benefited by this 
bill but Canadian lumbermen and Chicago lumber 
deal rs, 

Hoping that you willeoncur in our views and use 


of Wisconsin and Michigan. I hope that the 
bill will be reconsidered and will be referred 
to the Committee on Finance, for the reason 
that since I spoke the other day a large dele- 
gation of men from the lumber interests have 
arrived in this city, and desire to give their 
views before that committee. It will not delay 


| it for more than one day, for the chairman of 


your influence to deteat this bill, we remain, vours, | 


truly, CHARLES MERRILL & CO., 


AVERY & MURPHY, 
J. W. SANBORN & CO., 
JOHN P. SANBORN, 
©. D. FARLIN, 
JOHN MARK, 
GEORGE JEROME, 
IVES, GREEN & CO., 
H. MOFFAT, 

Hon. Z. CHoanpier, Washington, D. C. 

These men are engaged in the lumber busi- 
ness in the State of Michigan. 
hand another letter, dated the day following, 
addressed to my colieague in the other House, 
Hon. Mr. Concer, which has been handed me 
since that time; 

Detroit, January 24, 1872. 

Drak Str: Ourattention has been called to a bill 
now before the Senate, which has already passed the 


House, culled, we believe, a relief bill tor the sui- 
ferers of Chicago, 

In our opinion, if that bill should pass,it would 
do great wjustice to the lumber interests of the 


burved distriets of Michigan and Wisconsin, who 
are, proportionately, equal if not greater losers and 
sufferers than those of Chicago. 

We know you are well posted as to the great ex- 
tent of territory devastated by the great fires of 
October last. Besides the great loss of life and of 
mills and manufactured lumber, of cattle, hay, pro- 
duce, &e., hundreds of thousands of acres of pine 
lands were burned over and the timber killed. In 
order to save as much as possible of the pine timber 


in those burned districts from total loss by worms, | 


we have all been compelled to make the greatest 
possible efforts to cut and haul the burned timber 
into the rivers and creeks. These efforts have caused 
a large increase in men and supplies, and a propor- 
tionately large increase in prices of labor and of 
some of the materials used in the lumbering busi- 
ness, labor being not less than twenty per cent. 
above last year’s prices, and hay about double. 
Now, we know that in consequence of those fires, 
and the increased efforts of the lumbermen of Mich- 
igan and Wisconsin, made necessary by reason of 
them, a very large increase over the usual quantity 
ot logs are being put in this winter, and an over- 
stock of lumber in Chicago the ensuing season must 
inevitably follow. Now, in view of these facts, and 
the certain fall in the ruling prices of lumber in 
Chicago, which is surely to be the result, we cannot 
believe that Congress will, after fully understanding 
the situation, do so great an injustice as to virtually 
admit Canada lumber free, which we cannot doubt 
weuld be almost ruinous to the already suffering 
lumbermen of those burned districts. We have not 
the slightest objection to any reasonable relief which 
Congress may think proper to afford to the sufferers 
of Chicago, provided such relief can be granted 
without injury to other equally suffering interests. 
If such relief isto be granted in some way, and no 
other practical and more just method of doing it than 
the bill under consideration affords, we assure you 
that the lumbermen of Michigan would much prefer 
to subseribe all the relief that this bill would atford, 
so tar at least as the rebate on lumber is concerned, 
than to have this bill become alaw. We hope you 
will do all in your power to arrest the passage of the 
bill, and thus prevent &@ great injustice to a vital in- 


terest in our State. Pr ern 
Very truly, yours, AVERY & MURPHY, 
EDWIN EDDY. 
Hon, 0. D. Conarr, Washington. 

‘This is signed by some of the heaviest lum- 
ber dealers in the State. I said the other day 
that [hoped so gross an injustice would not 
be done to these suffering men in the States 


[ hold in my | 


the Committee on Finance assured me that he 
would listen to them immediately. They can 
be heard before that committee, and he can 
report the bill after that hearing the next day. 
It will lead to no delay. It isa simple act of 
justice and of courtesy to these parties, and I 
hope the Senate will reconsider this vote and 
let the Committee on Finance 
other method for the relief of the sufferers of 
Chicago than this, and I assure them that I 
will go with them in any reasonable measure 
of relief that they may propose. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have voted for the Chi- 


cago relief bill, as it is called, in all it stages. | 


I voted against the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Morr] 
because I did not wish to discriminate against 
a western city in favor of an eastern city. I 
felt bound to follow the example set by Con- 
gress in the case of Portland. The practical 


result of the experiment in Portland was not | 


adopt some | 


any very great injury to the public revenue. | 
o rD a . 


The whole amount of drawbacks paid in the 
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case of Portland was but $21,000, and I am || 
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rather inclined to think that the amount f 
drawbacks drawn under this bill, if ir ilteee 
would be greatly overstated at $500,000. oe 

But I intend to vote for the reconside 


; : ao ratio 
forthis reason: that. after disinterested reflec. 
tion, I am satisfied that the amendment offered 


by the Senator from Vermont ought to have 
that we ought to specify the 
articles upon which the drawback shall dp. 
ate. I wish to have read for the informy: 
of the Senate an article in the Chicago {rij 
une, published since we had the debate the 
other day, to show that the construction 
already put on this act by the people of (jj. 
cago would create very great and serious em. 
barrassment by extending this relief to a myl. 
titude of articles so numerous as to make the 
number of demands on the Treasury almos 
as countless as the sands of the sea-shore. | 
ask the Secretary to read the paragraph I haye 
marked in the paper I send to the desk. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows, from the 
Chicago Tribune of January 26, 1872: 

Removal of the Tax on Building Materials.—Tho 


yer. 


10n 


i] possage by the Senate of the act allowing a drayw- 


ack of duties on building materials imported for 
use in the burned district of Chicago will have 
controlling etfect upon the prices of those articles ip 
this market. A a general thing, the effect wil] be 
to reduce prices to the extent of the duty, which jg 
calculated on the price in the foreign port and all 
charges thereon up to the time of arrival at the 
American port, andis payablein gold. We give q 
ao the leading articles with the rates of duty jp 
goid: 


Percentage 
ad valorem. 


Specific tax. 
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“Tt does not follow that we are to purchase all of 
these articles we may need from foreign countries ; 
but, as we can get them at the prices ruling in 
Toronto, Montreal, Liverpool, or elsewhere, that 
fact must necessarily regulate prices here. The 
impression that there will be complications and 
difficulties in the execution of this law is not well 
founded. A precisely similar law was passed in the 
case of Portland, and the regulations then adopted 
by the Treasury Department, under which the law 
was executed, can, we suppose, be renewed, so far 
as they may be just, in the case of Chicago. The 
people of Chicago, by making an estimate of how 
much of each of these several articles will be needed 
to rebuild the burned district, and deducting from 
their cost a sum equal to the percentage of tax, will 
be able to appreciate the extent of this exemption, 


| 


| 
| 





and yet have the consolation of knowing that the 
Government will lose very little revenue.” 


Mr. SHERMAN. I have had this list read 
merely to show that the multitude of articles 
that would be embraced under the general 
language of the bill would make this bill prac- 
tically inoperative. For instance, how could 
a drawback claim be made out for a bar or 
two of iron that enters into a building, or 4 
few wood screws, or for flags, or for articles 
of that kind where but asmall portion of them 
enters into a building and contributes but 4 
little to the cost. The effect will be to dis: 
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tarb the prices of a great multitude of manu- 


fctured articles all over the country merely | 
pecause they may be admitted into Chicago | 


duty free. 


The only argument for this bill is that by | 
reason of the fire and the enormous demand | 


fr heavy materials lying near Chicago, the 
prices have gone up so much that to the mis- 
jortune of these people who lost their prop- 
erty is superadded the additional misfortune 
of buying materials around them at a much 
advauced price. Asa matter of course, the 
destruction of property in Chicago does not 
materially advance the price of glass or iron, 
or of the multitude of other articles which are 
made in the United States of America, not at 
Chicago, but in remote districts. The argu- 
ment, therefore, does not apply for any abate- 
ment of the duties on these articles, but only 
as to those the price of which is materially 
advanced in the neighborhood of Chicago. If 
this bill was confined to lumber, brick, cement, 
and various forms of building material, then 
] think it might operate justly. 

Nor do I think there is any ground for the 
objection made to by the Senator from Michi- 
gan. he people ot Michigan have already an 
improving market in all the western country for 
theirlumber. Theyare not fairly entitled tothe 
additional market caused by the fire at Chicago. 
They will have the benefit of the market of all 
the western States and outside of the burned 
district of Chicago for their lumber. They 
ought not to take advantage of the loss of vast 
quantities of lumber in the burned district to 
advance the price of lumber; and, as I under- 
stand the Senator from Michigan, he does not 
desire that. They have the benefit of the 


market outside of the burned district, and | 


therefore the price of lumber will not prob- 
ably be affected injuriously if this bill should 
yass; but it will enable those who have 
suffered by fire in the burned district to buy 
lumber anywhere, in the markets of Canada 
as well as in the markets of the United States. 

I think, therefore, that the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Vermont ought to 
have been adopted, and as I in committee was 
one who voted against it and who voted against 
it here, I am disposed to correct that fault 
so far as I can, and to pass the bill thus 
amended. 

I desire also to call attention to another 
remarkable editorial published in the Chicago 
Tribune, in which they say they are in favor of 
extending the principle of this bill to all the 
towns of Michigan, and ail the towns of Wis- 
consin, and to every household or domicile 
that is burned in the United States of America ; 
in other words, they wish to introduce free 
trade wherever a fire has occurred, I suppose, 
in order to carry out their ideas about the doc- 
trine of protection. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Ifit is good for Chicago, 


why uot for any place where a fire does not 
occur. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I was about to answer 
that if my friend had not asked me the question. 
If that is true, (and it is hard to see why not,) 
then we should be compelled to pass such 
bills in the case of every fire that may happen 
in the United States, and if some house should 
be burned down in a remote town in Obio we 
must allow the iron, the nails, the glass, and 
all the minor materials that enter into the 
rebuilding of that house, if imported from 
abroad, to enter duty free. In other words, it 
is a discrimination against home manufactures. 
It is a declaration that if you rebuild your 
house of foreign materials you may do so 
duty free, and if you rebuild it of American 
materials you shall pay duty. 

It is evident, then, that the example set in 
the case of Portland without much considera- 
tion, without any debate, and which led to no 
evil consequences in that case, if it is followed 
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| in the case of Chicago must necessarily be 


followed in all the other towns of the United 
States, and in regard to every burned domicile 
in the land. It therefore carries the conse- 


| quences of this example which we are about 


to set to so great a danger that I for one desire 
to put the bill on tenable ground. I see no 
objection to extending the bili to all the towns 
of Wisconsin and Michigan, when it is con- 
fined to heavy materials for building, the value 
of which is immediately affected by the fire. 
I would confine it to lumber, brick, cement, 
and those coarser materials which enter into 
the basis, | may say the chief element, of the 
cost of a new building. 

I trust the Senators from Illinois will allow 
the bill to be recommitted, or, at least, allow 
it to be reconsidered. 1 donot see any par- 


ticular occasion for recommitting it, because | 


the Senate have already had the subject before 
them sufficiently to be ready to take the vote 


again on the amendment of the Senator from | 


Vermont, and J have no doubt, then, the bill 
will pass, and give all the relief that can be 


safely given to the people of Chicago under 


the circamstances. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
bill giving relief to Chicago, and should be 
very happy to extend that relief, but I think 


it would be very unfair to make this relief fall | 


especially on those who are engaged in trade 
in the immediate vicinity of Chicago ; it ought 
to be general on the nation. I look upon the 


Chicago fire as a national calamity, and thus | 


readily distinguish it from the case put by the 


Senator from Ohio, that if we grant this relief | 
the same principle would call upon us to grant 
relief wherever there was a building burned. || 


But I can appreciate that taking the duty off 
certain articles may so disturb trade that a 
dollar of relief in one direction may be ten 
dollars’ damage in another direction. 


its pecuniary value. It is like a pound at 
the end of a lever, which will produce a hun- 
dred times more effect than a pound near 
the fulcrum. I think that the Congress of 


are secured a uniform market, and that we do 


not unnecessarily disturb the conditions on | 


which purchases were made or investments 
entered into. 
bill is recommitted to the commiitee they 
will not only consider the amendment of 
the Senator trom Vermont, which I favored 
when it was up before, but will also consider 
the effect upon trade, and see if some more 
equitable relief cannot be afforded to Chicago. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on reconsidering the vote on the passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
state to the Senator from Illinois that the 
morning hour is just on the point of expiring. 
The Senator is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. LOGAN. If any Senator purposes to 
call for the regular order, of course | do not 
wish to proceed and then be stopped in a 
moment. There have been three arguments 
already made in one direction, and | should 
like to say a few words in reply. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. LOGAN. 
of the Senate especially to this bill and to the 
effect of the bill, and also to some remarks 
that have been made which bear directly, at 
least I feel as though they do, upon myself, 
A few days ago the Senator from Michigan 





[Mr. CyanpLer] had read at the desk and pub- | 


lished as part of his speech a letter, charging 
that this measure was a free trade conspiracy 
or a free-trade trick, attempted to be practiced 
upon the Congress of the United States. | 
wish to say right here, so far as the charge 
that this measure was a trick is concerned, I 
consulted with no man before I introduced 
the bill. 


going to introduce it. 


city was partially destroyed by fire. 


I voted for this | 


The | 


effect of a duty on trade is vastly greater than | 


| ask the Senator from Illinois to pause. 
the nation is bound to see to it that merchants || 


Therefore, I hope that if this || 


The Chair will || 


| Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. 


The Senator is | 


I desire to call the attention | 
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who had a knowledge of the fact that I was 
No person knew any- 
thing about it. I drew it up at my desk at 
home and offered it in the Senate on the first 
day of the session. Why? Because I saw 


| from the statute-books that the same relief had 


been granted to Portiand, Maine, when that 
I looked 
upon it then as an act of justice that should be 
carried out toward one city that was suffering 
under a calamity as well as another. That 
was all that induced me to present the bill to 
the Senate. 

So far as this attempt has been made in the 
Senate to charge it as a trick of free trade or 
in the direction of free trade, 1 must say that 
l am very sorry to hear Senators make any 
such statement or attempt to arouse the preju- 
dices of men who are in favor of protective 
tariffs as against what is called revenue reform 
or a revenue tariff. I say to my friend from 
Michigan that when he charges this as a free- 
trade trick, he makes a charge in the wrong 
direction. [am nota free-trader myself, never 


have been, and never expect to be. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator par- 


| don me for interrupting him for a moment ? 


Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I never made that charge 
in the world. I read a letter, it is true. 

Mr. LOGAN. You read a letter making 
that charge as part of your speech, and it is 
published in the Globe as a part of your 
speech. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I have not made it. 

Mr. LOGAN. The charge is contained in 
this letter, which is published asa part of your 
speech. Iam glad the Senator says he never 


| made it, or, at least, did not intend to make 


it. Let me sayalso, when Senators talk about 
men being in favor of free trade, or insinuate 
any such thing, that I have read the Constitu- 
tion of my country, and understand—at least, 
I think 1 do—the rights and interests of my 


| constituents too well to talk in that line. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must 
The 
morning hour has expired, and the amnesty bill 
is before the Senate, on which the Senator trom 
Wisconsin [Mr. Carpenter] is entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I hope the 
Senator from Illinois will be allowed to pro- 
| ceed and finish his remarks. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no 

| objection the unfinished business will be in- 
formally passed over, subject to a demand for 
the regular order. 

Mr. LOGAN. I hope the Senate will per- 

mit a vote to be taken on this subject after my 
| friend from Wisconsin shall make some re- 
| marksupon it. I desired that he should do so 
before I said anything. 1 should like to have 
a vote this morning. If I cannot have that, as 
a matter of course I am willing to desist now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There appears 
to be no objection to informally passing over 
the amnesty bill. 

That there may 
| be no concealment in this matter—I certainly 
have none—I desire to state to the Senator 
from Illinois that in justice to myself and 
those whom I in part represent, it will become 
my duty to submit some remarks on the ques- 
tion under consideration. I make this state- 
ment that he may not insist on a vote (I am 


| with him generally in the object of relief ) 


without knowing that I desire a few moments 
to express my views. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. 
regular order. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The 


Then I demand the 


Senator 


from South Carolina calls for the _ regular 
order. Does he yield to allow the Senator 


from Illinois to conclude his remarks? 
Mr. ROBERTSON. Yes, sir; if he de- 
sires it. 


Mr. LOGAN. If there is to be a general 


There was not a citizen of Chicago || debate on this subject, I am perfectly willing 
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that the special order shall be called up now, 
and I shall finish my remarks at some other 
time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
will be entitled to the floor when the subject 
shall be resumed before the Senate. ‘The 
now passes to the consideration of the 
iness of yesterday. 


senate 


unfinished bus 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. MePuerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House bad pusse d the following bills; 
in which the concurrence of the Senate was 


rer rested ° 


A bill (H. R. No. 187) to amend an act enti- | 


tled ‘‘An act to prevent smuggling, and for 
other purposes,’’ approved July 18, 1866; and 

A bill (H.R. No. 891) to further regulate the 
appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, 
and to prevent delays therein. 

The message also announced that the House 
had concurred in the report of the committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the bill (H. R. 
admit certain machinery imported from for 
eign countries free of duty. 


[he message also announced that the House 


No. 1062) to 


had coneurred in the resolution of the Senate | 


instructing the Committee on Eurolled Bills 
to correct av error in the text of the bill (H. 
R. No. 243) for the apportionment of Repre- 
sentatives among the several States according 
to the ninth census. 


ENKOLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed the follow- 
ing enrolled bills; and they were thereupon 
signed by the Vice President: 

A bill (HL. R. No. 1186) in relation to the 
embassy from Japan ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1062) to admit certain 
machinery imported from foreign countries 
free of duty; 

A bill (H. R. No. 243) for the aportionment 
of Representatives to Congress among the sev- 
eral States according to the ninth census ; and 

A bill (S. No. 487) to exempt the iron steam 
ice boats constructed by the city of Philadel- 
phia from the inspection required by the act 
of February 28, 1571, entitled ‘*An act to pro- 
vide for the better security of life on Soak of 
vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam, 
and for other purposes.’’ 


POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of 


the bill (H. R. No. 380) for the removal of 
legal and political disabilities imposed by the 
third section of the fourteenth article of amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States, 
the pending question being on the motion of 
Mr. Ropertson, to postpone the bill and pro- 


ceed to the consideration of the bill (H. R. | 


No. 1050) for the removal of legal and polit- 


ical disabilities imposed by the third section | 


of the fourteenth article of amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President, I do 
not intend to detain the Senate with any gen- 
eral discussion of the merits of the amnesty 


bill. I must say, however, in justice to my | 





own convictions, and I think | express the | 


feelings of my constituents, that I am not 
hungering and thirsting for the immediate 
passage of this bill. I doubt very much the 
policy or propriety of passing it at the present 
time, but gentlemen with whom I act politic- 
ally, and to whose judgment I defer, think 
otherwise, and this bill in some form is to be 
passed, I suppose, at the present session. 

It has been proposed by the Senator from 
Massachusetts Mr. SumvNer] to put upon this 
bill a declaration of certain civil rights. This 
amendment was resisted upon the ground that 
it was out of order, but the Chair has decided 


that it is a proper amendment to be put upon | 


this bill, and the two measures are now betore 
the Senate. Instead of there being an incom 








patibility between the two propositions, I think | 


there is very great propriety in their embodi- 
ment in the same bill. I think it would go 
fur to reconcile that portion of the people who 
are nol anxious for the passage of an amnesty 
hill to know that with it went a declaration of 
civil rights which will protect the colored men 
of the South. Ifthe friends of this bill, if the 
Democrats in both Houses of Congress, shall 
support the bill with the amendment upon it, 
it will pass by the requisite two-thirds vote, 
and I am perfectly willing to make that a test 
of the disposition and intention of those who 
demand the immediate passage of this bill of 
general amnesty. 

We all understand what the practical effect 
of this bill is to be. It is really a bill to reén- 
force the Democratic party. And before we 
do that, it is well for us to understand what is 
the purpose, what isthe intention of that party 
toward colored men, and if they are not willing 
to say, and if those who demand the passage 
of this bill are not willing to guaranty to the 
colored men the rights specified in this amend- 
ment, then, as far as my vote is concerned, they 
will wait for amnesty until they are willing. 

I think the two measures should go together, 
and I think a vote of two thirds of both Houses 


| of Congress passing this amnesty bill, and the 


declaration of civil rights which is to be put 
upon it, would go with healing power to both 
sections of the country. It would be regarded 
as a just compromise in the northern parts of 


| the country where this amnesty bill is uot over- 


popular, and the two acts going together ought 
to be satisfactory to the South, and will be, if 
the men who are to have the benefit of the 
bill intend in good faith to carry out the policy 
and enforce the provisions of the fourteenth 
amendment and the legislation of Congress 
under that amendment. I therefore do not 


regret that this amendment is proposed. Let 


both go to the country, if either goes, indorsed 
by a two-thirds vote of both Houses. 

We listened the other day to a very able 
speech by the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. 
Scuurz,] in favor of universal amnesty, and 
he informed us that it was his intention, if 


/ such motion should be made, to vote to strike 


out all the exceptions which are contained in 
this bill. That speech did not much notice 
the present condition of this country, but was 
embellished by references to the history of 
other countries. It is a peculiarity of that 
Senator’s speeches that they are prepared as 
the disciples were commanded to make their 
prayers. That Senator does not trouble him- 
self with the mint, anise, and cummin of legis- 
lation. But when some great question arises, 
and the debates in this Chamber have pro- 
ceeded far enough in ignorance of fundamental 


| principles, when error has gone to the utmost 


limit of safety, when the dignity of the Senate 
requires that the troubled waters should be 
assuaged, and light should be shed upon the 
darkness, then the Senator from Missouri en- 
ters into his closet and ‘‘shuts to the door.’’ 
The world, with its vulgar realities and prac- 


tical things, is thus excluded, and the Sena- | 


tor in the solitude of his own reflections, in 
the inspiration of his genius, and aided by 
his great literary attainments, conceives, com- 
poses, revises, polishes, memorizes, and comes 


into the Senate ahd delivers an essay which | 
he supposes to exhaust the subject, and which | 


is always accompanied with the declaration 
that any one who may dissent, or any one who 


proposes to accept his views with even the | 


slightest qualification, is wanting either in 
patriotism or statesmanship. Such was the 
speech that Senator delivered upon this sub- 
ject. It was an ex cathedra declaration of 
pure theory, after which it is of no consequence 
to him that the facts conflict with his theory. 
If such conflict exists, it is the fault of the 
facts. [Laughter.] When he has spoken, and 
promulgated the pure philosophy of a subject, 
the facts must either arrange themselves under 
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| them quickly and fully, so as to make the 





February ], 


—— —_—_—_—_ Eo ont 


soning from first principles, he arrives a} the 
conclusion that amnesty is the only remedy ed 
treason; that to forgive rebels, and to for. 


give 


» : Me Cup 
of forgiveness flow over, is the only way ; 
J 


enforce the statute against treason. That hein, 
his theory, it is of no consequence with him 
that every act of grace on the part of the ae 
ernment heretofore extended has hardened th, 
hearts of southern rebels, and that the south. 
ern States are still moist with the blood of 
loyal men, and their peace disturbed by mid. 
night violence. These vulgar facts the Senato, 
from Missouri will not condescend to notice. 
Mr. President, I do not see conclusive eyj. 
dences that the acts of grace and favor of th» 
, Government toward the rebels of the South 
have tended to win the people of those States 


'| back to loyalty. There never was an instance 








| in which a Government dealt thus leniently 
with rebels in arms. Notwithstanding a rebel. 
lion which for four years shook the continent, 


|| drenched the land with blood, desolated oyr 


firesides, and filled the air with exclamations 
of sorrow, not a man has been tried, cop. 
vieted, and executed for treason. The only 
mark of disapprobation that rests upon any 
| rebel, the only legal distinction to-day exist. 
| ing between the Union soldiers who fought to 
| preserve the Republic and the rebels who 
fought to destroy it, is that which is imposed 
by the fourteenth amendment, and that is only 
disqualification to hold office under a Govern- 
/ment they attempted to overturn, and that 
mark of disapprobation—the last remaining 
legal distinction between Generals Grant, 
Sherman, and Sheridan, and Jefferson Davis— 
the Senator from Missouri desires to remove. 
| These rebels can vote to-day, but they cannot 
hold office; and the Senator from Missouri 
will be an unhappy man until the abettors and 
ringleaders of the rebellion are put upon a par, 
in every respect, with loyal men. 
| Mr. President, we must look this matter 
honestly in the face. If Congress shall remove 
the disability of Jefferson Davis to hold a seat 
in this body, and the people of Mississippi 
| shall elect him a Senator, we must admit him 
'to his seat, and extend to him those official 
| courtesies which are due from one Senator to 
| another. I confess I feel no anxiety to see this 
_ state of things. 

The Senator also says that these men are so 
dead they never would be elected. I see no 
evidence of that. On the contrary, judging 
from the southern press, and from reports 
which come from that section of the country, 
I believe that within twelve months from this 
day, if universal amnesty should be accorded, 
Mr. Davis would be returned to a seat in this 
Chamber. 

Mr. MORTON. There is no doubt of it. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Why, sir, an election 
for Senator was held a short time agoin North 
| Carolina, and a man was voted for who was 
_ known to be disqualified, and it is said, and | 
think has been proved, that he was able to 
defeat Democrats who were candidates and 
who had not been disqualified by the four- 
teenth amendment. These loyal rebels desired 
to have it understood that North Carolina was 
_® sovereign State and would send whom she 
| pleased to the Senate; and she sent a man 

known to be disqualified, in open and flagrant 
defiance of the existing provisions of the Con- 
| stitution. If that inhibition were removed, 
| where is the evidence that they would not elect 
him again? Where is the evidence, if you 
should remove that inhibition as to Jefferson 
Davis, that the loyal rebels of Mississippi 
would not at the first opportunity return him 
to this Chamber? I believe there is a dispo- 
sition on the part of the intelligent politicians 
of the South to behave reasonably well until 
they are out of the woods by the passage of 
| this amnesty bill, and I believe many of them 
| regret the outrages and violences that have 
| been committed in the South, because they 


his theory. or be disregarded altogether. Rea- |) have a tendency to retard the passage of this 
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1. but the difficulties all removed, the dis- 
abilities all swept away, Jefferson Davis and 
; compeers the equal of General Grant or 
eral Sherman or any otber man in the 
| and I have no expectation of witness- 
ing any such indulgence for the sentiments of 
tht ru men, 
Mr. President, I cannot forbear to express 





my re 


civil rights amendment has taken. 


‘om several colored citizens, and one of them, 
st. declares in substance that unless this 


at ieast, 


amendment shall be passed the colored peo- 


ple of the country are not disposed any longer | 


, , stand by the President of the United States. 


This, a mere letter from some citizen, colored | 


orpot colored, would have no particular sig- 
pideance; but it has the quasi indorsement of 
the Senator from Massachusetts when he reads 
ithere from his place in the Senate. I do not 
believe that the colored people of this country 
are so lacking in intelligence as to be at all 
disposed, even if this amendment should not 
pass in the precise form in which it is pro- 
josed, to entertain any unkind feeling toward 
the President of the United States, or to turn 
their backs upon the only party in the country 
that has given them a single right. 

Jt happens, sir, that this country is divided 
at present, and will be for many years to come, 
juto two great parties, the Republican party, 
and the Democratic party. All attempts of 
disaffected Republicans to organize an inter- 
mediate party will resultin nothing. All such 
malcontents are between the upper and nether 
millstone in politics, and will be ground to 
powder. 
osition can be which is yet to be verified that 
General Grant will be the Republican nominee 
for the Presidency. Does any man suppose 
that the colored people of this country are 
so ignorant, so blind to their own interests, 
that, if this particular amendment should 


not pass, they would throw themselves into | 


the arms of the Democratic party, who by 
their ablest representatives on this floor have 
openly announced that they wiA not support 
this amnesty bill if that provision shall be 
ingrafted upon it? 


I come now to the amendment proposed | 


bythe Senator from Massachusetts. While I 
agree to its principle, and shall vote for its 
substance, there are some particulars in it 
which | think I cannot support. I disagree 
with the Senator from Massachusetts with 
great hesitancy, because on this subject, to 
which he has devoted so much time and atten- 
tion, | should certainly very greatly defer to 
him. Atthe same time I am here under the 
responsibility of an oath to support the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and I must act 
upon my own judgment. 
darkness to others, but it is the only guide I 

have. It is provided in this amendment— 
That no citizen of the United States shall, by 
reason of race, color, or previous condition of servi- 
tude, be excepted or excluded from the full and 
equal enjoyment of any accommodation, advan- 
tage, facility, or privilege furnished by innkeepers, 
- - by trustees and officers of church 


organizations, cemetery associations, and benevo- 
lent institutions incorporated by national or State 


authority. 


While I do not positively assert that such a 


My light may be | 





ret at the course the debate upon this | 
‘Lhe Sen- | 
aor from Massachusetts yesterday read letters | 





It is as well settled now as any prop- | 





provision would be held unconstitutional by | 


the judicial courts, yet it cannot escape the 
most casual observation that it is trenching 


upon doubtful and therefore dangerous ground. | 
lhe very first amendment that was made to || 


the Constitution of the United States, one of 
those adopted soon after the Government went 


into operation, to allay the fears which were | 


entertained that the powers already conferred 


upon Congress were so overwhelming that the | 


Government would become a despotism—that 
very first provision, preéminent in consequence, 
and placed first in the list of safeguards, is: 

. Congress shall make no law respecting an estab- 
ishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech or of 
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| 

1 


| interference. 


| own. 


It may be said that that provision was di- 


rected against the establishinent of a partie- 
ular faith to the prejudice or exclus 
others, and that an act which does not give 
preference to any particular faith, 
tage to one sect which is not conferred upon 
another, but which lays its hand equally upon 
all and compels all to observe its precepts, 


ion of 


or advan- 


does not fall within the principle of that con- 
stitutional provision. Without discussing very 


minutely whether it does or does not violate | 
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; || 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to | 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.” 


the letter of the Constitution, I think it is in | 


| violation of the spirit of the Constitution in 


that it disregards the opinions and the motives 


of those who framed the Constitution, and is | 


in conflict with what they believed they had 
secured. I will not read at length, but will 


| refer to one section of Story on the Constitu- 


tion—section eighteen hundred and seventy- 


nine. After noticing the persecutions of Chris- | 
tians in early days, and the persecution of one | 


sect by another in this country, he adds: 


“Tt was under a solemn consciousness of the dan- 
gers from ecclesiastical ambition, the bigotry of 


spiritual pride, and the intolerance of sects, thus | 


exemplified in our domestic, as well as in foreign 
annals, that it was deemed advisable to exclude 
from the national Government all power to act upon 
the subject. The situation, too, of the different 


| States equally proclaimed the policy, as well as the 


necessity ofsuch an exclusion. In someoftheStates | 


Episcopalians constituted the predominant sect; in 
others, Presbyterians; in others, Congregationalists ; 
in others, Quakers; and in others again, there was a 


close numerical rivalry among contending sects. It | 


| was impossible that there should not arise perpetual 


strife and perpetual jealousy on the subject of eccle- 
siastical ascendency if the national Government 
were left free to create a religious establishment. 
The only security was inextirpating the power. But 
this alone would have been an imperfect security if 
it had not been followed up by a declaration of the 
right of the free exercise of religion, and a prohi- 
bition (as we have seen) of all religious tests. Thus, 
the whole power over the subject of religion is left 


| exclusively to the State governments, to be acted 


upon according to their own sense of justice, and 
the State constitutions; and the Catholic and the 


table of the national councils, without any inquisi- 
tion into their faith or mode of worship.’’—Story on 
the Constitution, vol. 2, p. 596. 


Referring to the debates in the Convention 


' on that subject, and to the Federalist, and to 
| the political literature of that day, it cannot 
| be doubted that they whro framed the Consti- 
|| tution of the United States intended to, and 
| thought they had, carefully excluded the whole 


subject of religion from Federal control or 


organize upon the Democratic theory that no 
colored person had a soul, or was under moral 
responsibility, and therefore had no right to 
be admitted to the sacrament of the Lord’s 


| supper; an organization founded upon such || 
absurd theory might be called, and it might 


be, if the men were foolish enough honestly 
to entertain such views, a religious organiza- 
tion; and yet this act comes down upon them 
and forces them, if they are incorporated, 


| to admit persons without regard to color to 
| all the accommodations of the church, and, 
of course, without going into details on the || 


subject, which can hardly be stated in becom- 
ing language, it is manifest, I think, that this 
act compels them to admit every colored per- 
son to all the rites, ceremonies, and sacra- 
ments of such organization. 

Without pushing further the inquiry as to 


| the constitutionality of this provision, it may 


safely be asserted that it is of doubtful valid- 
ity; and then another question arises: what 
benefit is to result from the passage of this act 
to compensate for the exercise of a doubtful 
power? Why, sir, I do not believe the colored 
people of this country would thank us for pass- 
ing such a law. It applies, of eourse, as well 
to their churches as it does to those of the 
whites. They cannot have a church of their 
If they organize a church and desire to 
keep it exclusively for their own race, this act 


Now, suppose that a sect should 


| Protestant, the Calvinist and the Armenian, the | 
| Jew and the Infidel, may sit down at the common | 


forbids them to exclude any man on account | 


of color or want of color. 


\ 
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I can even understand how such a provision 


may be made the means of breaking up reli- 
gious services among the colored people in some 
portions of the South where there is an ut- 
triendly feeling toward them. 
their churches open only to colored people, 
and as long as they preserve the peace they 
are protected by law in that exclusive worship ; 
but if any white man, no matter what may be 
his mischievous purposes and intentions, may 
go into such churches, | can understand how 
that would furnish an opportunity for evil-dis- 


‘They may have 


posed persons to break up the religious ser- 


vices of the colored people, and thus inflict 
upon them a great injury. 


[am not speaking from an impulse of pre- 
judice. I could worship-beside those of daf- 
ferent nationalities, and with men of color. 
One of the most impressive scenes I ever wit- 
nessed—one that made a lasting impression 
upon my mind—lI recall in this connection. 
The first time I ever left my New England 
home, while a mere lad, I was in Montreal; 
and on a bright Sabbath morning, without 
knowing whither 1 was going, I fell in with 
the meving crowd, and found myself in the 
Catholic cathedral of that city, capable of 
holding several thousands. There 1 founda 
vast multitude of worshipers. There was the 


| governor general of the province, with high 


officers of State, mingling indiscriminately 
with the people. There were officers high in 
military rank and private soldiers, naval offi- 
cers of distinction and commonsailors. There 
were Englishmen, Irenchmen, Spaniards, Ital- 
ians, negroes, and Indians. No special accom- 
modations there forany; no purple-cushioned 
seats for men in authority; no red eushions 
formenof wealth; no uncushioned benches for 
men of less degree. Indeed, no seats for any. 
All stood upon the common level of a stone 
floor; and when the tinkling of the silver bell 
was heard and the host was exalted all knelt 
upon the same floor. I never realized before, 
as when I saw it then illustrated, that of one 
flesh God had made all the nations of the earth. 
I never appreciated so fully before how com- 
pletely our holy religion ignores the artificial 
distinctions of society. That realized my idea 
of a Catholic communion, and represented 
to my apprehension that God is so far above 


| man that artificial and accidental distinction 
| among men are forgotten in His acknowledged 


presence. 

But the question remains whether Congress 
has the constitutional power to compel in our 
churches this commingling of nationalities and 
races. Our judgment may approve it, but that 
does not establish the constitutional power to 


| enforce it. 


The objection to this provision, it seems to 
me, is this: it reads ‘‘of all trustees and 
officers of church organizations, cemeteries, 


| associations, and benevolent institutions in- 
| corporated by national or State authority.”’ 
| The mere fact of incorporation is supposed to 
| confer the right upon the General Government 
| to take jurisdictiou over them for this purpose. 


Now, I think that is an unsatisfactory ground 
upon which to rest Federal authority. Halfa 
dozen individuals may associate together for 
the purpose of supporting the preaching of the 
gospel in a certain place or according to a 
particular creed. They are, of course, upon 
the Senator’s own opinion, entitled to be ex- 
clusive in their worship as long as they remain 
private individual but he says that if they 
ask for an act of incorporation, which simply 
enables them to hold their property in con- 
tinuity, then they should be subjected to the 
power of the Government to enforce political 
regulations over them. The Senator from 
New Jersey has attempted to obviate this by 
adding this amendment: 


But churches, schools, cemeteries, and institu- 
tions of learning established for white or colore 
spe and maintained respectively by the contri- 
butions of such persons, shall remain according to 
the terms of the original establishment. 


If this bill were to be passed in this form, 
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it is very likely that hereafter such organiza- 
tions would be formed so as to come within 
the saving clause of this provision; but it is 
to be understood that the former part of this 
section applies to existing churches. Take, 
for instance, Trinity church, in New York, one 
of the oldest corporations, | suppose, in the 
United States: this bill applies to that church 
as much as it does to any organization which 
may be incorporated subsequent to its passage. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Where does Trinity 
church get the power to exclude persons for 
color, either of skin or hair, now? 

Mr. CARPENTER. It is the peculiarity 
of a small mind always to try to hold to one 
subject ata time. There is great difficulty in 
considering everything at once, and there are 
still greater difficulties in discussing everything 
at the same moment. What right Trinity 
church has to do anything, | am not inquir 
ing; whether her organization is according 
to the statute of New York or not, I am not 


inquiring; whether she has forfeited whatever | 


franchises have been conferred upon her, I 
am not inquiring; whether her act of incor- 
poration compels her to admit negroes or 
authorizes her to exclude them, | am not 
inquiring; 1 do not know, The precise, single 
question that I am trying to discuss is whether 
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Sec. 2. That all offenses under this act may be | 


prosecuted before any territorial, district, or circuit 


court of the United States having jurisdiction of | 


crimes at the place where the offense is charged to 
have been committed. 


It will be seen that I have included every- 
thing in this substitute which is embraced and 
intended to be provided for in the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Massachuseits, 
with the single exception of churches, which 


| I think Congress has no constitutional power 
| to revulate, and that I have changed the pro- | 


| vision in regard to cemeteries, so as not to inter- 


fere with those which are merely incorporated, 


| but only as to those which are supported at 
| the pubiic expense or by endowment for pub- 


lic use. In other words, | think the ground 


| upon which this common right of all the citi- | 


zens of this country to participate in the ben- 
efits of benevolent institutious should be based 


| is not whether it happens or net to be incor- 
| porated, but whether it is supported at the 
| public expense. 


[ wish to say a few words in regard to the 


| constitutionalily of the substitute which I shall 
propose; and, Mr. President, when we come | 


to consider the thirteenth, fourteenth, and 


| titteenth amendments to the Constitution it 


must be understood that we are entering upon 


| . . . . . . : 
a new field of constitutional discussion, and I 


Congress has any authority to say that Trinity | 
church shail not exclude them, even if her | 


charter permits ber to do so. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
answer. 

Mr. CARPENTER. That is the answer, as 
far as I can give it, not having examined their 
charter to see whether the State of New York 
has given them such powers or not, and for 
the present purpose not caring. 

Then the next to the last section of this 
amendment reads thus: 


No person shall be disqualified for service as a 
juror in any court, national or State, by reason of 
race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 


Very good; that is the 


| mean to speak upon this subject with great 


modesty and circumspection, because in the 
absence of judicial exposition it is impossible 
to lay down any rule for construing these 
amendments which subsequent reflection and 
the occurrence of new cases will not convince 


| us should be modified or changed. 


There are two promivent theories upon this 


| subject. 


One is that the fourteenth amendment has 


totally changed the nature of this Govern- 


ment, that it has abolished State govern- 


| ments, consolidated all power in Congress; 
|| and | recollect hearing a speech some days 


Now, I doubt at least the constitutionality | 


of that provision. We have already provided 
that colored persons may serve as jurors in 
common with white persons in the Federal 
Can we go further? Can we fix the 
qualifications for serving as a juror in a State 
evurt any more than we can fix the qualifica- 


courts. 


tion for serving upon the bench of a State | 


court? No amendment of the Constitution, it 
is to be borne in mind, has taken away from 
the States the power of determining the quali- 
fication of those who shall hold office in the 
State. A constitutional amendment has taken 
away from them the power to discriminate 
between citizens as to the right to vote on the 
ground of race, color, or previous condition 
of servitude; but that amendment does not 
extend to holding office. Now, I am inclined 
to think, although I may be wrong in this, that 
this provision determining who shall be quali- 
fied to serve as a juror in the State courts is 
beyond the province of this Government to 
enact. Wecan say that for our own courts, 
and we have said it; so that, so far as our 
courts are concerned, there is no necessity for 
this amendment, and so far as the State courts 
are concerned I doubt at least the power of 
the General Government to pass it. 

At a proper time | shall therefore move a 
substitute for this amendment, which will read 
as follows: 

Whoever, being a corporation or natural person, 
and owner or in charge of any public inn, or of any 
place of public amusement or entertainment for 
which a license from any legal authority is required, 
or of any line of stage-coaches, railroad, or other 
means ot public carriage of passengers or freight, 
or of any cemetery, or other benevolent institution, 
or any public school supported at public expense or 
by endowment for pubiie use, shall make any dis- 
tinction as to admission. or privileges therein 
against any citizen of the United States because of 


race, color, or previous condition of servitude, shall, | 


on conviction thereof, be fined not less than $500, 
nor more than $5,000 for each offense, to be recov- 


ered by information filed by the district attorney in | 


any court having jurisdiction, upon the complaint 
of any person injured, one half to the use of the 
United States, aud one Lalf to the use of the com- 
plainant. 


——— 


ago in which it was in substance declared that 


| the States derived their rights from the Con- 
| stitution of the United States. 


Mr. President. 
that theory cannot be maintained, in view of 
the history of this country, the text of the 
Constitution, judicial exposition, all comment- 
aries on the subject, and the common under- 
standing of the people. 

Lhis Government was established by thir- 


| teen States; thirteen then existing sovereign 


States. 


When the people of those States 
adopted the Constitution of the United States, 


' and made it the supreme law over them, they 


certainly relinquished many of the attributes 
of sovereignty, and when sovereignty surren- 


ders any of its prerogatives it so far ceases to | 


be sovereign. ‘The States are not sovereign 


/ in the sense in which Great Britain is sover- 
. eign, or in the sense in which they were sov- 


ereign before they tied their hands by the Arti- | 
cles of Confederation, or by the Constitution, | 


or by whatever other means or instrumentali- 
ties that end was accomplished. ‘They are 


sovereign in certain respects; or it would be a | 


more appropriate and correct use of language 
to say that while they are not sovereign, the 
powers of sovereignty, the legislative, judi- 
cial, and executive powers, which we class in 
the designation of sovereign powers, are dis- 
tributed between the General Government and 
the State governments. 

For certain purposes, for the purpose of 
declaring and making war, raising an army 
and navy, coining money, and other purposes, 
the sovereign power of this people is vested in 
the General Government; but forthe purpose 
of regulating religion, for the purpose of build- 
ing highways, and bridges, and poor-houses, 
and court-houses, and State-houses, the sover- 
eign power of the people is vested in the State 
governments. That is the doctrine of the 
Constitution ; it is the doctrine of the judicial 
courts, and the doctrine which is universally 
approved by the judicial and professional mind. 
And the harmony of our system consists in an 
exact observance of it; or rather, that there 


line, and to take care that the States 


| government revolves in its own orbit, 
| performing its own duty and exercising jt 
| powers without collision; for where the 

















— 


| dividing line between the powers of the F 


| reference to a particular subject, th 
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should be harmony in our system, it js 
pensable that we should carefully ma 
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is not vested in the other, with a few trfji, 
exceptions, such as taxation, which is commo, 
to both. 

The other view is that the fourteenth amend. 
ment amounts to nothing; that it has added 
nothing to the Constitution of the country. 
that it declares elementary principles; (hi: 
in other words, it is made up of ecnnuine 
phrases, of political catch-words to soothe tho 
anxieties of the people, but added nothing, 


encroach upon Federal authority, 


| changed nothing, accomplished nothing. That 


extreme is just as erroneous as the oppo- 
site one which would concentrate the whole 
powers ot sovereignty in the Federal Goverp. 
ment. We must draw a line somewhere, a; 


| cases arise, between these two extremes; and 


without assuming or pretending or having the 
vanity to suppose fora moment that I can draw 
that line clearly and for all cases, I desire io 
speak for afew moments, more by way of throw. 
ing out suggestions to be thought of by others 


| than delivering or declaring any well-formed 


opinion of my own, beeause as | said, the 
absence of judicial decisions on these great 
amendments, and in view of the tremendous 
consequences that would follow from any erro- 
neous construction of them, it behooves any 
man in construing them to go slowly, to be 
cautious and careful, and see to it that he 
does not dogmatically or in a frantic party 
spirit lay down principles merely to serve the 
interests of the Let, which must subsequently 
be abandoned. Before coming to this, | desire 
to refer to one or two remarks of the Senator 
from Massachusetts [Mr. SuMNER] yesterday 
on this subject. He said: 
** When I allude to the Declaration ’’— 


Meaning the Declaration of Independence— 


‘I know well the way with which such an allusion 
is received on this floor. I have lived through a 
period of history, and do not forget that I bere heard 
that great title-deed arraigned as a ‘self-evident 
lie.’ There are Senators now who, while hesitating 
to adopt that vulgar extravagance of dissent, are 
willing to trifle with it_as a rule of interpretation. 
I am not frightened. Sir, I insist that the Consti- 
tution must be interpreted by the Declaration. I 
insist that the Declaration is of equal and codrdi- 
nate authority with the Constitution itself.” 

Mr. President, I allude to this subject be- 
cause I suppose I wasreferred to in the remark 
which the Senator made. On a former occa- 
sion, in discussing a constitutional “ag 
here, I understood that Senator to deduce the 
power of the General Government to do acer- 
tain thing from the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, and I dissented from that opinion, and in 
the heat of an ex tempore speech I said that 
the Declaration of Independence was a ‘‘ revo- 
lutionary pronunciamiento.’’ The Senator from 
Massachusetts left this Senate, I suppose, 
deeply pained by my utterance of that phrase. 
At all events, in fourteen days afterward he 
came here with a caretully prepared, written, 
and I believe printed arraignment of myself—— 

Mr. SUMNER. I beg the Senator’s par- 
don. He is mistaken. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I always grant par- 
don. Iam only stating the fact as the record 
shows it. It was a speech arraigning me for 
having used that unfortunate phrase. Mr. 
President, I supposed when [| heard the Sen- 
ator say that he insisted that the Declaration 
was to be used as a rule of interpretation, that 
he had come at last upon perfectly sate ground ; 
but then followed a sentence which confused 
me agian, in which he said: 

“TI insist that the Declaration is of equal and 
codrdinate authority with the Constitution itself.’ 
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[ am not certain that I understand what the 
cenator means by saying that it is of equal 
and coordinate authority. If he means that 
, equally with the Constitution, confers 
ower upon Congress, that, as grants of power 
fom the people to the General Government, 
the Constitution and the Declaration are 
coirdinate, then IT dissent. But turning to 
the speech of the Senator from Maine, where 
he was interrupted by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, this occurred : 

“Mr. MornRILu, of Maine. That the Declaration 
of Independence is an influence, as I said the other 
day, nobody questions ; but that it is a power in the 
Constitution, and ought to be treated as a provision 
in the Constitution and as a substantive power” — 

By which I suppose he means a substantive 
grant of power— 

“] did not suppose there was a boy anywhere in 


}] 
| the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist 


within the United States, or any place subject to 


| their jurisdiction. 


| in which I fully coneur. 


“* Src. 2. Congress shall have power toenforco thig 
article by appropriate legislation.” 

Then comes the fourteenth and the fifteenth 
amendments, with the same grant of power to 
Congress. 

I now come to a point of the speech made 
yesterday by the Senator from Massachusetts 
The language em- 


| ployed in these clauses which grant power to 
| Congress in the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fif- 


teenth amendments, is not different in phrase- 


| ology merely, but substantially different from 


the provision in the original Constitution. 
Let me turn to that. The last clause in the 


| legislative article is : 


the land, who had ever seen or heard of a law-book, || 


that could believe it. 

“Mr. SUMNER. i 
did not say the Declaration of Independence was a 
substantive power. I said the Constitution of the 
United States in all its powers must be interpreted 
by the Declaration.” 


Then I was about to rise and make my 
obeisance to the Senator from Massachusetts ; 


but the Senator from Maine called him more | 


directly to the point in this way: 
“Mr. Morritt, of Maine. The Senator. said 


that the Declaration was as much an authority as | 


the Constitution of the United States. 


Mr, SUMNER. 
and a little more.” 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; I say a little 
more in what it is; that is, as a rule of inter- 
pretation. If you give preference to either, it 
is tothe Declaration. Indeed, I cannot escape 
from that conclusion. It is earlier in time; 
it is loftier, more majestic, more sublime in 
character and principle. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Bat, Mr. President, 
the trouble with the loftiest things frequently is 
that they are not practical. A flower may be 
far more beautiful than a grain of wheat or a 
potato, but the former will not sustain life, 
while the latter will. Now, the true theory is 
plain. If the Senator from Massachusetts says 


Very well; that I do say, certainly, | 


My friend will remember that I | 


that in doubtful cases it is the duty of a court | 


or the duty of the Senate or the duty of any 
ublic officer to consider the Declaration of 
Se endaate, he is right. So he must con- 
sider the whole history of this country; he 
must consider the history of the colonies, the 
Articles of Confederation, all anterior history. 
That is a principle of municipal law. A con- 
tract entered into between two individuals, in 
the language of the cases, must be read in the 
light of the circumstances that surrounded the 
parties who made it. Certainly the Constitu- 
tion of the United States must be construed 
upon the same principle, and when we are con- 
sidering a doubtful question the whole former 
history of the country, the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, the writings of Washington and of 
Jefferson and of Madison, the writings in the 
Federalist—everything that pertained to that 
day and gives celor and tone to the Constita- 
tion, must be considered. But when you have 
done this, if you find a provision of the Consti- 
t..ion not in harmony with the Declaration of 
Independence you must follow the Constitu- 
tion, because you have sworn to support it and 
ave not sworn to support the Declaration. 
You employ the Declaration of Independence 
as you employ the Bible, and all literature, 
and all learning, and all history, and common 
sense, to find out what was intended in the 
hrase which was put into the Constitution. 
Vhen you have by the use of all these means 
decided upon a particular point, and believe 
that the Constitution intended to accomplish a 
certain end, then, although you may be con- 
vinced that it is in direct antagonism with the 
Declaration of Independence, you have sworn 
to support the Constitution. 
Now, a few words upon these constitutional 
amendments. In the first place, let me turn 
to the thirteenth: 


.,. Sk0TI0N 1, Neitherslavery nor involuntary serv- 
itude, except as a punishment for crime, whereof 





‘*The Congress shall have power to make all laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for carrying 
into execution the foregoing powers, and all other 
powers vested by this Constitution in the Govern- 
ment of the United States, or in any departmont 
or officer thereof.” 


Now, I call the attention of the Senate to 
the precise language. It is a sweeping pro- 


| vision, very broad, very ample, but it is con- 
fined to the passage of laws necessary and | 
|| proper to carry out the powers conferred upon 


the General Government. Thisoriginal Con- 


| stitution contains several classes of provisions. 


In the first place, here is the first article con- 
ferring legislative power upon Congress; then 
the executive article conferring executive 


power upon the President; then the judiciary | 


article conferring power upon the courts. 
Those were all articles conferring powers 
upon the Government which this Constitu- 
tion created. Then we find a class of miscel- 
laneous provisions; and then we come to sec- 
tion ten, which reads: 

‘* No State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or 


confederation, grant letters of wmargue and reprisal, 
coin money, emit bills of credit,” &e. 


This section lays inhibitions upon the States. | 


Had Congress any power to enforce those pro- 
hibitions by legislation? None whatever. The 
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the General Government, but it is a power 
to enforce the provisions of these articles by 
appropriate legislation, 

What isthe meaning of enforcing this article ? 


| I listened with great pleasure and interest, 
_as I always do, to the speech of the Senator 





Constitution did not provide that Congress | 


should have power to make laws necessary and 
proper to enforce the provisions of this Con- 
stitution. 


| stitution which they never intended to author- 


| ize Congress to enforce; 


There were provisions in this Con- | 


provisions which | 


| merely laid restraints upon the States, and | 


the good faith of the State was regarded as 
a sufficient guarantee that they would be 
observed. In the sensitiveness of the people 


| at that time about State sovereignty and State 


rights, and with the fear entertained by many 
that too much power had been granted to the 
General Government, such a grant of power 


could not have been expected, and it is not | 


found in the Constitution. The grant is to 
pass all laws necessary, a power to execute 


the powers conferred on the General Govern- | 


ment, but no power is given to legislate in the 
way of enforcing these restraining provisions 
upon the States. 


When you come to the thirteenth and four- | 


teenth and fifteenth amendments, it is to be 





| borne in mind, (and here I adopt the principle | 
| which I understand the Senator from Massa- 


| adopted the amendments. 


chusetts at last to lay down,) we must consider 


the circumstances that surrounded those who | 


The sensitiveness | 


| that existed about interfering with States when | 
the original Constitution was adopted had been 


drowned in blood. We had seen States faith- 
less to their constitutional obligations ; we had 


seen States disregarding their known duties as | 


defined by the Constitution; we had seen 
States wheeling out of the Union, raising 
armies and navies and marching them upon 
the capital of the nation. We knew then by 
sad experience that to say no State should do 
a certain thing would not necessarily insure 
obedience, and therefore we find the power 
granted to Congress by these three amend- 
ments totally and substantially different. It 
is not a grant of power to pass laws necessary 


from Ohio [Mr. Tourman] the other day upon 
this subject. He is too good a lawyer to say 
anything on any subject relating to the Con- 
stitution and laws that does not interest me; 
but ji seems to me that he stuck in the bark. 
When this Constitution provides that the 


|| States shall not do a certain thing, that they 


shall not abridge the rights of citizens, that 
they shall deny no citizen the protection of 
the laws, and then empowers Congress to 
enforce those provisions, it is a different thing 
from the grant of power in the old Constitution. 
The Senator says you cannot enforce a nega- 
tion. I answer the Senator by reading the 
text of the amendments, which says Congress 
shall enforce their provisions. Now, if we 
cannot enforce a negation, as the Senator says, 
still we must enforce, by positive enactments, 
the principles intended to be secured by these 
amendments. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
to me for a moment? 

Mr. CARPENTER, Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN. I donot remember having 
used any such expression. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I do not suppose you 
did. Ido not pretend to remember the exact 
expression, but I am stating what I understood 
to be the effect of the Senator’s argument on 
the subject. I have not his speech before me, 
and I have never seen it in print; but I hap- 
pened to be in the chair at the time it vas 
delivered, and listened to it attentively, and [ 
have given my recollection of the drift and 
substance of it. I understand the Senator's 
opinion to be—and if I am mistaken about 
that I shall be very happy to know that I am 


Will the Senator yield 


| mistaken—that Congress under the fourteenth 


amendment, for instance, can do nothing by 
way of positive enactment to enforce the end 
intended to be secured by that amendment, 
except to provide that the States shall not do 
what they are forbidden to do by that amend- 
ment. 

Mr. THURMAN. My idea, if the Senator 


desires me to state it, is that the remedy is pre- 


|| cisely the same under the fourteenth amend- 


ment as it was under the original Constitution. 
If a State violated one of the probibitions im- 
posed upon it by the original Constitution it 
was competent for Congress to afford a remedy, 
because by that Constitution the judicial power 


_ extended to all questions arising under the 


Constitution. That being the judicial power 


| you might make a case for your judiciary, you 


might provide by your legislation to make a 
case for your judiciary wherever a State vio- 
lated any one of the inhibitions imposed by 
the original Constitution. In that way you do 
provide for executing a power conferred upon 
one of the departments of this Government, to 
wit, the judiciary; and I say that the remedy 
is precisely the same under the thirteenth, 
fourteenth, and fifteenth amendments. 

Mr. CARPENTER. That is substantially 
what I understood the Senator to say on that 
point. He does not speak now of the precise 
point to which I alluded, and which I under- 
stood him to maintain. I have no purpose of 
attempting to answer that Senator on this or 
any other question; but I allude to it because 
he stated his views upon it. Of course he un- 
derstands that. 

I say the distinction between the two cases 
is found in the different language of the two 
provisions. Under the old Constitution, it is 
true, there was a remedy resulting from the 
powers conferred upon the courts. Because 
the judicial power of the Union extended to 
all cases arising under the Constitution, it was 
in the power of that department of the Gov- 
ernment to hear causes which involved an 


and proper to execute powers conferred upon || attempt of a State to violate any of the prow 
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visions of the Constitution, and it did not need 
any statute to enforce that right. It was a 
power conferred by the Constitution itself, 

Mr. THURMAN. Oh! 

Mr. CARPENTER. I do not pretend that 
legislation was not necessary to organize the 
court, give them a seal, &c. 

Mr. [!HURMAN. Give them jurisdiction— 
the whole appellate jurisdiction. 

Mr. CARPENTER. 


The jurisdiction of the Federal courts is con- 


| 


No; I beg pardon. | 


ferred by the Constitution, and we cannot give | 


them any other jurisdiction, and we never have. | 


There is not a single subject over which the 
l’ederal courts can to-day exercise jurisdiction 


that is not conferred on them by the Constitu- | 


tion itself. 

Mr. THURMAN. If I do not disturb my 
friend’s argument, I will say that is very true ; 
the power must be given by the Constitution ; 
but is not a statute necessary to give them 
appellate jurisdiction? Are there any circuit 
courts or district courts created by the Consti- 
tution? 

Mr. CARPENTER. My friend from Ohio 
is certainly too good a lawyer and too astute a 
man not to see that that is wandering away 
from the question I am discussing. 

Iam not discussing at present what is the 
yrecise distribution of jurisdiction between the 
Gedeeed courts as to each other, nor what is 
original and what is appellate power. That is 
a subject totally out of my field. What I 
assert is that the jurisdiction in the Federal 
courts, and all the jurisdiction they possess, is 
conferred by the Constitution itself, and that 
the provision which is found in the legislative 
article that Congress may make all laws neces 
sary to carry out the powers conferred in the 
Constitution does not enable us to enlarge 
that jurisdiction ; and Congress never has done 
it, nor pretended to do it. If it has, the act 
is unconstitutional. Of course there have 
heen differences of opinion as to whether par- 
ticular acts passed did or did not confer uncon- 
stitutional jurisdiction; but such acts were 
vindicated upon the ground that they did not 


ties of colored citizens in South Carolina? 
Voting was not one of them. So a married 


| woman leaving the State of Wisconsin, where 


she was authorized to hold separate estate and 
to make contracts, removing to’a State where 


| the common Jaw in that particular prevailed, 


did not carry with her the right to buy and 
hold real estate and make contracts concern- 
ing it. She took her place in the new State 
with whatever privileges and immunities be- 


| longed to the married females of that State. 
| In other words, when citizens went from one 


State to another, their rights in the State to 
which they removed were determined by the 
constitution and laws of that State. 

Turn now to the fourteenth amendment; it 
does not merely provide that a citizen remov- 
ing from one State to another shall be en- 


_ titled to the privileges and immunities of cit- 


izens in the latter State, by the constitution 
and laws thereof, as was provided by the old 
Constitution ; but this amendment enters into 
every State, and declares that in every State 


| every American citizen shall be entitled to, 
| and shall enjoy, all the privileges and immu- 


confer a jurisdiction beyond that conferred by | 
the Constitution; and no one ever pretended | 


that Congress could confer a jurisdiction upon 
the Federal courts which was not conferred by 
the Constitution. 


But to return. I say that the clauses grant 


ing power to Congress in these articles are so | 


different from the clause which grants such 
power in the old Constitution that we must 
infer an intention to grant a different power. 
Turn, for instance, to the fourteenth amend- 
ment: 

“All persons born or naturalized in the United 
States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
citizensot the United States and of the State wherein 
they reside. No State shall make or enforce any 
law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities 
of citizens of the United States.” 

In a speech in the Senate the other day it 
was asked, ‘* What is the meaning of this pro- 
vision; how does it differ from the provision in 
the old Constitution, article four, section two?” 


“The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all 
privileges and immunities of citizens in the several 
States.”’ 

‘The provision in the fourteenth amendment is: 


“ No State shall make or enforce any law which 
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citi- 
zens of the United States.” 


The difference between these provisions is | 


manifest and broad. Under the old Constitu- 
tion a citizen removing from Maine to South 
Carolina did not carry with him the rights 
which belonged to him as a citizen of Maine. 
He was simply entitled when in South Caro- 
lina to such privileges and immunities as the 
law of that State granted to citizens of his 
class. For instance, when a colored man leav- 
ing Massachusetts, where he could vote, went 
to South Carolina, he could not vote. Why? 
This article did not reach his case. All that 
he could claim in that State under this provis- 
ion was that he should have all the privileges 
and immunities of colored citizens in that 


nities which belong to a citizen of the United || © 
|| trine. 


| the privilege of  promepe law, if a man ean 


States. By this amendment a citizen of the 
United States in New York, South Carolina, 
er California, is secured in the enjoyment of 


| the privileges and immunities which pertain 


to American citizenship. The old Constitu- 
tion merely forbade a State to discriminate in 
this particular between its native-born citizens 


| and the citizens of other States coming within 


its jurisdiction. 

The fourteenth amendment assumes that 
there are certain privileges and immunities 
belonging to the citizens of the United States, 
and it declares that no State shall abridge 


| those privileges and immunities. 


If no State can make or enforce a law—and 
law in this connection includes State constitu- 
tions, common law, statutes, and usages in such 
State—to abridge the rights of any citizen it 


| must follow that the privileges and immunities 


| of all citizens must be the same. 


| from Maine, then mine are abridged. 
| State can do. 





If my privi- 
leges are not equal to those of the Senator 
This no 


It is provided by this amendment— 
“*Congress shall have power to enforce this article 


| by appropriate legislation.’’ 


Now to say that Congress can only pass a 
law declaring that no State shall pass a law 
to abridge the privileges and immunities of a 


| citizen, seems to me to be trifling with the 
| subject. 


The Constitution declares the same 
thing. An act of Congress to the same effect 
would be merely superfluous. When, there- 
fore, this amendment authorizes Congress to 
pass a law to enforce this article, it must be 
construed, it seems to me, to authorize the 
passage of a law which shall secure the end 
Fitended by this amendment. That is, if the 
State does not, by its legislation, put all citi- 


| zens upon a common footing, Congress may 


do so. To say that a State shall not abridge 
the right of a citizen, is merely to repeat the 
Constitution in this respect; and Congress, 
under the grant of power in this amendment, 
must be considered as authorized to enforce, 
by affirmative legislation, the object intended 
to be secured by this amendment. 

There is no provision of the Constitution, 
that 1 am aware of, except in the fourteenth 
amendment, which prevents a State from pass- 
ing a law that no colored citizen shall be ad- 
mitted to practice law, or be allowed to preach 
the Gospel, or to teach in the scheols, or to 
embark in any other honorable vocation or 
pursuit of life. Up to the adoption of that 
amendment it was in the power of the States, 
subject only to their own constitutions, to say 
what persons should participate in the various 
pursuits of life. It is in the power of a State, 
apart from the fourteenth amendment, to pass 
a law that no colored person shall be admitted 
to any of the learned professions, and thus 
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practically degrade him to a condition ag cor 


_vileasthatofaslave. The fourteenth amend. 


| right of voting, of eligibility to office, of t 











| State of Missouri, (4 Wallace, 321.) The court 


| colored men. 
| pursuits and avocations of life to the colored 


| from him as punishment. 


ment provides that no State shall m, 
enforce any law which shall abridge th. 
leges and immunities of any citizen, 

been asked in our recent debates what thos. 
words mean. The best definition I know ;. 
that given by the Supreme Court of the Uni. 
ted States, in the case of Cummings vs. Th, 


ake or 
’ privi- 
lt has 


say: 

_In France, deprivation or suspension of iy) 
rights, or of some of them, and among these of the 
I , A 1 ( aking p; 
in family councils, of being guardian or trusted oF 
bearing arms, and of teaching or being employed jy 
a school or seminary of learning, are punishments 
prescribed by her code. | ay 

“The theory upon which our political institutions 
rest is, that all men have certain inalienable rights. 
that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness; and that in the pursuit of happinoss 
all avocations, all honors, all positions, are alike 
open to every one, and that in the protection of these 
rights all areequal before the law. Any deprivation 
or suspension of any of these rights for past conduct 
is punishment, and can be in no otherwise defined,” 

The court in the Garland case, reported jn 
the same volume, declared principles entirely 
consistent with and in affirmance of this doc. 


So that it may safely be affirmed that 


meet the test and pass the necessary examina- 
tion in the courts; the right of preaching the 
gospel, if employed and settled according to 
the usages of any particular church; the right 
of giving instruction in the public schools—al| 
these are privileges of an American citizen, 
and why.can they not be taken away from him 
in a particular State? They might be under 
the old Constitution, but not under the four- 


| teenth amendment, because this amendment 
| goes into every State and declares ** You shall 
| neither make hereafter, nor enforce if you have 


it at present, any law which shall abridge the 
privileges and immunities of a citizen of the 
United States.”’ 

That great amendment opened the bar to 
It is that which offers all the 


man in all the States of the Union. Strike 


| down that amendment, or, what would be pre- 
| cisely the same thing, eonstrue it in such a 


niggardly spirit as to make it mean no more 
than the old Constitution meant, and you 
strike down the rights of the colored people 
all over this country; and I undertake to say 
there is not a provision in the Constitution of 


/the United States apart from the fourteenth 


amendment which would prevent a State from 
excluding negroes from the practice of the law 
to-morrow. This is only one illustration; 
hundreds might be given. 

Mr. BLAIR. Will the Senator allow me 
to call his attention to the fact that the case 
which he quotes from Missouri, the Cum- 
mings case, was decided before the fourteenth 
amendment was passed, upon the provisions 
of the Constitution as they existed anterior 
to it. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Certainly it was; but 
‘* privileges and immunities’’ were then what 
they are now. Privileges and immunities are 
protected differently now from what they were 
then; but the court was speaking of what 


| were the privileges and immunities of an 


American citizen which could not be taken 
Now these same 
privileges and immunities are protected in a 
different way, but they are the same. The 
same things which were then at the mercy of 
the States in a certain particular, are now 
secured and guarantied by the fourteenth 
amendment. The point upon which the Cum- 
mings case was decided was that the consti- 
tution of a State which punished a man dif- 
ferently from what the law provided for his 
punishment when he eommitted the offense, 
was an ex post facto law, and void under the 
Constitution ; but the definition given by the 
court in this case of ‘‘privileges and immuni- 
ties’ is as applicable now as it was then, and 
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- not changed or affected by the change of the 
C neti{ution. 

fr. President, I have spoken much longer 
‘han Lintended. I desire once more to appeal 

“-1] Senators and to all in authority, in con- 

ing these amendments, to bear in mind 

tremendous consequences are to follow 
cng error on either side. They who exercise 
the powers of sovereignty, either legislative, 
« heial, or executive, always have both a diffi- | 

+and a delicate task to perform. It is a | 
jarrow path, and death and destruction lie on 
either side. . 

We may not turn to the right hand; we may 
sot turn to the left. We must follow the line. | 
Qn one side that latitudinarian construction | 
which would wind up the State governments | 
and put them into the hands of a receiver | 
appointed by the F ederal courts, deprive them | 
of all power over their domestic affairs, and | 
substantially wipe them out of existence, is so 
at war with the first principles of our Govern- 
ment, would be so destructive in its conse- 
quences, that it is not to be tolerated for a 
moment. On the other hand, the narrow and 
niggardly construction which would make the 
thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth amend- 
ments mean nothing would result in disaster 


equally to be deplored. Between these two | 


extremes we are to enforce this Constitution 
in each case and apply its provisions honestly 
to each bill coming before us; and so the 
judges, in each case brought to their bar, must 
apply these amendments s as to uphold and 
enforce the intention and design of these great 
amendments. 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I do not 


rise to speak now on this bill; but on some | 


convenient occasion I shall ask the Senate to 
hear me briefly in reply to some of the views 
presented by the Senator from Wisconsin. I 
rise now only to ask him a question. If I 
understood him, the substitute which he in- 


. . | 
tended to propose for the amendment offered |! 


by the Senator from Massachusetts leaves that 
clause in the amendment of the Senator from 
Massachusetts which relates to schools. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THURMAN. I remember having lis- 
tened with very great attention and very great 
pleasure to an argument made by the Senator 
trom Wisconsin a year or so agoin this body, 


in which he combated the idea that the Gen- || 


eral Government had any right to interfere 
with the subject of education. I may have 
misunderstood him, however, but I should be 


glad to know upon what principle he claims | 
the right for the Federal Government to inter- | 


fere with the education in the States. 

Mr. CARPENTER. That question is very 
easily answered, and I am astonished that the 
Senator should have felt the necessity of put- 
ting it. What I maintained, or rather what I 
doubted, for I think it was only in the form 
of a question that I put to some other Senator, 
whether Congress had the power to do as it 
was then maintained or suggested it could do, 


enter upon a general scheme of education in || 


the States and appropriate money from the 
Treasury to support schools—that is what I 
was talking about. While I doubted that 
power, and while subsequent reflection has 
made me doubt it still more, | have no 


doubt of the power of this Government under | 
the fourteenth amendment, (which applies | 


to common schools and to Legislatures of 
the States and to the courts of the States, and 


|| eraltaxation. We have adopted the principle, 


| 
| 


| wise or unwise—it is too late to discuss that 


| now—that a black man isa man; that he has |} i 
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| lect and legal learning to understand it, I 
agreed to it before I had the pleasure of hear- 


ng the argument of the honorable Senator 


a soul; that he is entitled to the rights of a || from Wisconsin. 


citizen; that he is a citizen; and that his ehil- || 


dren shall be citizens after him: and a funda- || vy 


Now, let us see what that change is. [agree 


vith the position distinctly laid down by the 


mental principle is that intelligence is the basis || Senator from Wisconsin, that previous to the 


| upon which everything rests. Now, to say 
| that the children of one class of citizens shall || 1 
| not have the benefit of a common school sup- || « 

ported at the public expense by general taxa- 


fourteenth amendment if a colored man, to 


ise the fashionable phrase, came from Massea- 
‘husetts or any other State into the State of 


Kentucky he would there be confronted by 


| tion—shall not, in other words, have the oppor- || a law which prohibited him from the practice 
tunity which the law affords to all citizens to || of law, and that such a law would have been 
qualify themselves to discharge the duty of a || valid before the fourteenth amendment. 


| citizen—is a thing which I never will counte- || 
nance or give the slightest support to. 
| Mr. THURMAN. Allow me to interrupt 
| my friend right there by this suggestion: that || 
| it is not a question at all whether colored chil- || 
dren shall not have the benefit of common || 
| schools; but it is a question whether all power || 
of regulation in the States is taken away from 
the States, so that while you do give them the 
benefit of common schools you shall be com- 
pelled to give it to them in a particular way ; 
whether all power of regulation is taken away 
|| from States, and there is no giving them the 
| benefit of public schools unless they and white 
|| children are put together. 
|| Mr. CARPENTER. As this discussion is 
assuming the form of cross-examination, I 
|| want to ask my friend a question. 
| Mr. THURMAN. Answer mine first. 
{| Mr. CARPENTER. If you will answer 
| 
| 


} 


| 
| 


| mine fairly that will answer you. I want to 
| know of the Senator from Ohio whether under || 
| this Constitution we cannot provide that no | 
State shall exclude a colored man from the 
|| enjoyment of any right in a court of justice ; 
|| for instance, to bring suit there or appear as a 
|| wituess? Does that take away from the States || 
|| the power to regulate their courts? Not at || 
| all; but it does say that in the one particular 
covered by the Constitution of the United | 
States you shall dance conformity. Your 
power to regulate your own affairs, your power || 
to regulate your schools, to say how many you 
shall have, how they shall be supported, and || 
all that, is « power of your own; we cannot | 
interfere withit ; butif you havea schoo!, and 
support it by taxation on all citizens, then you | 
shall not discriminate between the children of | 
different citizens. That does not take away || 
| all power to control them. If you cannot do 
that, you can enforce no provision of your 
| authority. You do not take away their power || 
to regulate schools except in the one particu- 
lar in which you are authorized by the Consti- 
tution to do it. 





I listened with much pleasure to the able Sen- 

ator from Wisconsin, and | concur in most of 

what he has said; but in some essential features 
of his argument | differ with him distinctly 
and fundamentally. I agree fully with the 
position he assumes that the fourteenth amend- 
ment has changed the privileges and immuni- 

ties of citizens of one State when they go into 
| another State. JT agree with the Senator that 
| under the Constitution as it was before the 
| fourteenth amendment, when a citizen of one 
|| State went into another State he could only 
|| claim the privileges and immunities of citizens 
of the United States generally, and not those 
of the citizens of the State where he had taken 
up his domicile, and that he had no right what- 
|| ever to claim any privileges and immunities 


to every institution in the States and existing || other than would belong to him as a citizen 


under their authority, as much as it does to 


the citizens of the States, ) to say thata colored | 


man shall have his right in the common school ; 


and in that particular and upon that subject 


of the State residing temporarily in another 

State. I had the pleasure of hearing this 
'| identical question argued by a very able man 
in the Supreme Court a few days ago, and that 


do hope this Republican party will never || was Mr. Campbell, a former member of that 
back one inch. The distinction seems to me }| tribunal. He took precisely the same view of 
to be broad and clear and well-founded between || the fourteenth amendment, and of the change 
those voluntary institutions, whether incor- || which it bad made in the Constitution as it | 


porated or not, which’ we ought not to inter- 


fere with, and those great institutions which 


are supported by law and maintained by gen- 





previously stood, as the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin. I listened to the argument of Mr. Camp- 


| Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky. Mr. President, || 


Now let us inquire what has been the oper- 


|| ation and what is the provision of the foar- 
teenth amendment in such cases. It is very 
plain to my mind: 


““All persons born or naturalized in the United 


States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
citizens of the United States and of the State wherein 
they reside. 


*“No State shall make or enforce any law which 


shall abridge the privileges or immunities ef citi- 
zens of the United States.” 


The fourteenth amendment guaranties to 


| every citizen of the United States who may 


change his residence from one State to an- 


| other all the privileges and immunities which 
| a citizen of the State to which he removes 


may enjoy. The question is, what is the re- 


striction upon the legislation of the State into 


9 


_ which he remaves? ‘The prohibition is in very 


plain language. The thirteenth, fourteenth, 
and fifteenth amendments of the Constitution 
each has as an adjunct these words: 

** Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation.”’ 

These provisions do not confer one particle 
of additional power, for the original text of 
the Constitution had provided that— 

‘Congress shall have power to inake all laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for carrying 
into execution the foregoing powers, and all other 
powers vested by this Constitution in the Govern- 
ment of the United States, or in any department or 
officer thereof.’’ 

These words are the equivalent of those 
which I have quoted as being appended to 
the three last amendménts; and without any 


| specification they would apply to them, and to 


any number of amendments that may here- 
after be made; and therefore this common 
addition to the recent amendments was wholly 


| superfluous; they do not confer or impart one 


particle more of power than is given by the 


| general provision which I have quoted. 


The friends of the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Massachusetts claim author 


| ity for it under the language of the fourteenth 


amendment, as before quoted : 

“All persons born or naturalized in the United 
States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
citizens of the United States and of the State where- 


| in they reside. 


‘“No State shall make or enforce any law which 
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of eciti- 
zens of the United States. ”’ 

The United States have not a particle of 
original power, but every power which they 
possess is conferred and delegated to them by 
the Constitution. The sovereign people of the 
several States made that Constitution, and 

| that Constitution made the United Srates of 
such of the several States as ratified it. The 
United States have no powers whatever that 
are not given to them by the Constitution in 
express loenene or by necessary implication 
from its language; all other powers, by the 
several leading principles of the Constitution, 
and by its express language, belongto and are 
reserved to the States respectively, or to the 
people. 

The language which I have quoted from the 
fourteenth amendment, neither expressly nor 
by any implication confers upon Congress or 
upon the United States one particle of power ; 
the words, and their only effect, simply pro- 
hibit the States ‘*to make or enforce any law 
which shall abridge the privileges or immuni- 
ties of citizens of the United States.’’ ‘There 


j 
| 
| bell with great interest. As far as I had intel- || is not a word there to invest Congress, ex- 
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reasly or by implication, with - power, but 
its plain and whole intention an ! 
withhold power from the States. Until they 
have enacted or attempted to enforce laws in 
conflict with this prohibition there is no sub- 
ject upon which it can operate; and when it 
is thus put into action, the power, the juris- 
diction, and the question is judicial, and not 
legislative or congressional. The matter is 
taken to the United States court, and its judg- 
ment that the State laws, or the means by 
which they are attempting to enforce any law 
which ‘‘abridges the privileges or immunities 
of citizens of the United States,’’ are uncon- 
stitutional and void; just as they would ad- 
judge in relation to avy other unconstitutional 
State law or power claimed by it. 

Now let us examine the effect that gentle- 
men are contending the fourteenth amend- 
ment has, not only to inhibit the Legislature of 
the State from the passage of such a law as I 
have been remarking upon, but also to prevent 
all private associations of citizens from making 
such regulations as would exclude a colored 
citizen who had come from another State into 
that State from a community in the enjoy- 


ment of the rights of this private association. | 
That involves a question of very great interest. | 


The State of Kentucky, if you please, has 


citizens that organize hotel companies, theatri- | 


cal companies, churches, schools, &e. Those 
are acts of citizens, not of the Legislature of 
the State. But suppose a corporated charter 
is given to them by act of the Legislature, 
is it not a monstrous absurdity that this char- 
ter opens those associations to every citizen 
who may choose to_force his way into them, 
and take the regulation and control from its 
members and pass it to Congress? This is 
not such a privilege and immunity as is guar- 
antied by the fourteenth amendment. The 
right to make the association exclusive as to 
color, or any other test, belongs to its mem- 
bers, and Congress has no authority to control 
them. 

The position assumed by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Maine, [Mr. Morritu,] the other 


day, and which he argued with so lucid ability, | 
was that such associations as these could not | 


be invaded by colored citizens coming from 
another State, but they would have a right to 
make their own regulations and by-laws, and 
to make them entirely exclusive of colored 
people, or of any other people whom they 
chose to exclude. 

Why, sir, similar questions could arise under 
the Constitution before the fourteenth amend- 
ment. What is one of the positions that some 
gentlemen have taken in the Senate? That a 
right prohibited to be exercised by a State 
Legislature confers a power upon Congress! 
In other words, that by implication when the 
fourteenth or any other amendment to the 


Constitution or provision of the Constitution | 


inhibits a State from legislating on a particu- 
lar subject, it necessarily confers upon Con- 
gress the correlative power of legislation upon 


that subject. That is a great error and heresy | 
that has been denied ever since the beginning 


of our Government. I will read a provision 
of the original Constitution : 

“No State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or 
confederation, grant letters of marque and reprisal ; 
coin money; emit billsof credit; makeanything but 
gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts; 
pass any bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law 
impairing the obligation of contracts, or grant any 


title of nobility.” 

The logic of the supporters of this amend 
ment is that because the Constitution has in 
express language prohibited the States from 
exercising any of those powers, therefore it 
results as an authority to Congress to exercise 
the powers that are denied to the States. That 
is their argument. They have none other. 
There is no other argument, real or seeming, 


in favor of the power that is now claimed by | 
the Senator from Wisconsin and other gentle- | 


men who advocate the amendment offered by 


the Senator from Massachusetts. That Con- | 








| have, and that is all. 
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denies them to the States is too monstrous to 
deserve serious consideration. 

‘* No State shall pass any bills of attainder.”’ 
Does that authorize Congress to pass a bill of 
attainder? Does the prohibition upon a State 
authorize Congress to pass an ex post facfo 
law, or a law impairing the obligation of con- 
tracts, or to grantany title of nobility? I am 
told that recently in a very important case 
which came before the Supreme Court one of 
the judges assumed that there were certain 
powers which resulted from the Constitution 
of the United States to Congress and one of 
those powers was, because the States were pro- 
hibited from coiving money, or making any- 
thing but gold and silver coin a legal tender, it 
followed as a legal and constitutional sequence 


| that Congress had the power to make something 


else than gold and silver coin a legal tender, 
and this was claimed as a resulting power. 


That position is not only false in logic, but it is |, 
in conflict with the express provision of the | 


Constitution: 


“* ArTICLE 9. The enumeration in the Constitution 
of certain rights shall not be construed to deny or 
disparage others retained by the people. 

*ArtTIcLE 10. The powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited 
by it to the States, are reserved to the States re- 
spectively or to the people.’’ 


That is merely in conformity with the great, 
original, fundamental principle of the Consti- 


| tution, that ours is a Government of delegated 


powers, that all the powers possessed by the 
Government of the United States, and which 
it can properly and legitimately exercise, are 
eee by the Constitution, and unless the 
Constitution has granted by express language 
or by necessary implication a power, the Gov- 
ernment ofthe United States has no authority 
whatever to exercise or to attempt to exercise 
that power. The honorable Senator from 
Wisconsin will not dissent from that general 
position. Then, as to the position that Con- 
gress has any resulting power, if it were pos- 
sible for this principle to be applied to the 
powers of the United States Government, if 
there could be any such defect or failure in 
relation to any one power as to call for the 
resulting principle, it would return to the 
States, or to the people of the States, from 
whence it came. 

Now, the Senate, in deciding the question 


| whether it has power to pass the amendment 


offered by the Senator trom Massachusetts, 
must go to the Constitution; it must there 
read the delegation of a power by the Consti- 


| tution to Congress to pass such a measure, 


either in express words or by necessary impli- 
cation from words that do not expressly give 


| it. Sir, there are no such express words, nor 


is there any such necessary implication in the 
Constitution. 

I admit with the honorable Senator from 
Wisconsin that but for this provision of the 
fourteenth amendment the State of Kentucky 
or any other State might pass a law to prohibit 
a colored man from practicing law. What is 
the extent of the prohibition which this four- 
teenth amendment imposes upon that or any 
State? It is simply not to pass a law which 
shall deprive them of the right to practice law, 
to practice medicine, or any other privilege or 
immunity that any citizen of the State may 
Neither the State of 
Kentucky or any other State would infringe 
upon this amendment of the Constitution until 
it had passed such a law. It requires an act 


| of the Legislature infringing some right or im- 


munity ot a citizen that has come from another 
State into the State of Kentucky; it requires 


'a denial of some privilege or immunity to a | 
'| citizen from another State coming into that 
| State, in the form of a law, to constitute a vio- 
lation of this provision of the fourteenth 


amendment. 

The able Senator from Wisconsin cannot 
make the case different from what I have stated 
it. I admit that under the effect of the four- 
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teenth amendment such legislation of 4 
|| State of Kentucky would be invalid and oe 
'| not deprive a citizen coming into the oe 
any right or privilege which the citizens of th 
|| State were allowed to enjoy by law, but }, - 
‘| he and all white citizens would be subject 
_ the excluding regulations of all private 
ciations. 
| . The citizen from another State would ¢laj, 
the privilege or immunity common to x 
| the citizens of the State. If that was denio, 
|| him by a prone association under its ~ong;;. 
|| tution and by-laws, he wouid have no cause 
|| to complain; it would be no injury to him 
'| If he was deprived of that privilege or immuy. 
ity by a law of the State or by the State j, 
endeavoring to enforce a law of its Legislaturs 
or any common-law principle, his remedy 
would be in a court of justice, where, by mak. 
|| ing the proper parties, the court would decide 
| that the law of the State depriving him of any 
such privilege or immunity, or attempting tp 
enforce any other law to deprive him of any 
|| such immunity, was against this provision of 
}| the Constitution, and therefore void. 
|| But when, under this argument, the right js 
| claimed by the Senator from Massachusetts 
| and other Senators on this floor to introduce 
an enactment as offensive, as oppressive, and 
as annoying as his amendment would be in 
all the old slave States, and violative of the uni- 
versal rights and powers of all private associa. 
tions, it is preposterous to claim authority for 
the passage of such a measure from this four- 
teenth amendment. 

The Senator from Wisconsin indicated the 
line of tactics which the opponents of the 
amnesty bill meant to take. He and his par. 
ticular friends are inexorably determined to 
|| attach the amendment of the Senator from 
| Massachusetts, or the substitute which the 
honorable Senator bimself has avowed his 
purpose to offer, to the amnesty bill. Why? 
ie knows there are many members of the Sen- 
ate who would never vote for his proposition 
|| or the proposition of the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts in any company. It could 
be attached to no measure, to no proposition 
whatever that could be devised by the ingenu- 
ity of man which wouldinduce me to give any 
support to it. What the course of the oppo- 
nents of the amnesty bill would be, and their 
policy, was as plain to me before the honorable 
|| Senator made that declaration as it is now. 
Some of them, I suppose, do not want the 
amnesty bill to pass at all, and they all know, 
|| they all have reason to be'ieve, that there are 
|| Senators here who would vote against the 
| proposition of the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts in any form, although it should 
be attached to the amnesty bill, who would 
vote to reject both if coupled together. At 
| least that is my determination. I speak only 
for myself. No measure to which the propo- 
sition of the honorable Senator from Massa- 
| chusetts can be added would ever induce me 
to abate one iota of my hostility to that propo- 
| sition, 

Mr. President, I listened a few days ago 
with great pleasure to the admirable argu- 
ment of the Senator from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
Scott] in opposition to the proposition of the 
Senator from Massachusetts upon the ground 
|| of unconstitutional incongruity between it and 
the amnesty bill, and never, in my judgment, 
was a more legitimate and a more invulnerable 
ground of opposition to a proposition made 
| than was made by that Senator. He argued 
| it with a force of logic and of constitutional 
law that has not been and cannot be answered. 
| The amnesty bill is a proceeding sui generis. 

It is not in the nature of general legislation. 

lt is not subject to the rules of parliamentary 
_ proceeding that have been made for the regu- 
| lation of and amendment of legislative meas- 
| ures. It is a case of extraordinary and unique 
|| cognizance by Congress. ‘The proceeding 13 
|| to be special, particular; and it admits of no 
|| amendment whatever according to all the 
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analogies and principles of the Constitution || 


applicable to it, as presented by the clear and 
‘gical argument of the Senatar from Penn- 
ayivania. ? 

“The Senator from Maine [Mr. Morriti] 
flowed in another argument, in which he 
assailed the general unconstitutionality of the 
measure proposed by the Senator from Mas- 
cachusetts in unanswerable reasons, by argu- 
ments that have not been and cannot be refuted. 
\y honorable friend from Ohio (Mr. Tuur- 
yan] wade opposition to the proposition of 


the Senator from Massachusetts shortly after it | 


was propounded, upon the ground of its uncon- | 


stitutionality. 
thanks to that honorable Senator for opposing 
the proposition upon that ground. 
the true friends of the Constitution will never 
sit silent in this Chamber and permit any propo- 
sition whatever that infringes the Constitution 
to be passed without a protest, without the 
resistance of their voice and their votes. 

Sir, | know how stale the Constitution has 
become, how low it has sunk in the contempt 
of certain Radical Senators. Why do they not 
burn it by the public hangman? Why do they 
not, as they would in the Legislative Assem- 
bly of France or in some legislative bodies in 
the South American republics, introduce what 


is here called a concurrent resolution and | 


repudiate the Constitution wholly? That would 
not suit the policy of Senators. 
that if the Constitution should be in form as 


I was gratified, and I tender my | 


I trust that | 


| that imposes great and salutary restrictions 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| people who love liberty ought never to surren- | 


| and that is, that no Government has any legiti 





They know | 


wellasin practiceand fact repudiated by them, | 
it would bring up the American people against | 


them, and therefore they choose to keep the 
Constitution as a mask, as a covert, under 
which, and for which, pro forma, they profess 
to be doing battle and service. Atthe very 
time that they are trampling under foot its 
most important provisions and its most sacred 
principles, they are ejaculating words of fealty 
and support to the Constitution. 


The Constitution does not stand in the way || 


of any of their purposes or any of their meas- 


ures. Whenever it is in front of one of their 





revolutionary movements they do not hesitate || 


io ride it down.. They have been at that work 
for seven or eight years, and they will continue 
in that course of revolution and violence on 
the Constitution as long as they continue in 
power. There is but one way to arrest their 
violations of the Constitution and their pro- 
gressive revolution, and that is for the people 
to hurl them from power. If the people are 
not ready to undertake that work, the Con- 
stitution will ere long be dead in form as it is 
now in substance and in operation. 

Sir, the idea of a written constitution is a 
great American idea. It is the grandest idea 
of ali statesmanship, ancientor modern. But 
for a constitution to be of any value it must 
be observed. The history of our Constitution, 
its origin in the midst of the imbecility of 
the old Articles of Confederation, under the 
counsels of the wisest and purest statesmen 
that ever lived upon earth; its great, just, wise 
distribution of power between the States and 
the General Government, and its wholesome 
and necessary restrictions upon the power of 


security of the liberty of the citizen ; its happy 
inauguration, the prosperity and glory aud 
power of the nation under its auspices for 
some seventy years, will be written in words 
of the most lofty panegyric and of the most 
glowing eloquence. But, sir, it was an instru 
ment of government not made for the storms 
of war, not made to buffet amid the throes 
of a bloody revolution. It was made for the 
councils of peace and of patriotism, in the 
repression of all ambition and sellishness, and 
when civil war came we saw that the Con- 
gress of the United States, the Senate and the 
House of Representatives, its sworn defend- 
ers and supporters, were the first aud the 
most ruthless to lay violent hands upon it 
and to bring it to its ruin. 

I repeat, that a written, inviolable constitu- 
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| of the secessionists and of the southern States ? 


' . . ‘ . + . 
which he made in the Senate of the United | 


| ance, the right to alter it, to put it aside and 


| very cradle of the Revolution, and they asserted 
both the United States and the States for the || 


7 i 
a State to nullify an act of Congress is too absurd for 
argument and too odious for discussion. 


tion is one grand American idea which the 


der—a written constitution, the law of the 
Government, the instrument that creates it, 
that gives it every power that it possesses, 


I agree to that, 


“The right of a State to secede from the Union 
is equally disowned by the principles of the Deela- 
ration of Independence. Nations acknowledge no 
judge between them upoa oarth, and their Govern- 
ments, from necessity, nust in their intercourse with 

; each other decide when the failure of one party to 
a contract to perform its obligations absolves the 
other from the reciprocal fullillment of his own. 
But this last of earthly powers is not necessary to 
the freedom or independence of States connected 
together by the immediate action of the people of 
whom they consist. To the people alone is there 

; 7 ¥ ; : reserved, as well the dissolving as the constituent 

in the Senate who will object to that proposi- || power, and that power can be exercised by them 
tion in the abstract? Oh, no. They will do || only under the tie of conscience, binding thei to 

e ° ° ° ° y > stie vy » 

it lip-service; they will consent to its truth as aaichatasretntanied ceatrccatherdl atarinae 


a principle of statesmanship; and yet they | 


upon its power, and that withholds from it 
and gives to the States respectively, or to the 
eople, all powers not delegated by its words. 
Sut there 1s another grand American idea, 


mate sanction unless it be created by or with | 
the consent of the governed. Is there a man 


i} 

] Now, sir, mark, that is the only condition 
will violate it every day in the year. | which this sage statesman imposed upon the 
" + ‘ - i} os * : : 

Sir, what has been the sin and the offense || right of secession, that it was to be exercised 
| by them ‘only under the tie of conscience, 
Benjamin F. Wade announced in a speech |; binding them to the retrilutive justice of 

| Heaven.’’ He goes on to say: 
States that the southern States had a right to || |“ With these qualifications we may admit the same 
secede, and he said, “If they want to secede || Tight as vested in the people of every State in the 

d to th ene avd think thew Gan a || Union, with reference to the General Government, 
and go to themselves, ant ink they Can GO || which was exercised by the people of the united 
better, I, for one, give my consent.’’ Mr. Lin- || colonies with reference to the supreme head of the 
coln proclaimed in the other House that they || British empire, of which they formed a part; and 
had the rizht of revolution, thatall peoples who | under these limitations, have the people of each 

a erigat of revolution, thatall peoples WHO || State inthe Union a right to secede from the con- 
were tired of their Government had the right || federated Union itself.” 

7 mas ae is an ger een and i. | There is the language of thet statesman. 
eer eet, Cee et eos e asserted || The upstart politicians and statesmen of this 
through all the course of time whenever a suf. || . 


fick a areal ‘ \| degenerate day will dare deride the great 
cient Case of exigency comes up to warrant |) statesmanship and lofty patriotism of John 
its exercise. 


y: oe ‘ 
hei horit ea all ames a Quincy Adams; but here are his words, here 
their authority, and their only authority, from || j, hig position, in which I do not agree, as my 


sear negatg of the governed, this principle honorable friend from Ohio does not. FI will 
applies not only = the origin aud the making || illustrate my position: before the union of 
of the Government, but also in its continu: || England aud Scotland, under the reign of 


Queen Anne, they constituted two distinct 
and separate sovereignties. During her reign 
those two sovereignties consented to unite 
and become one sovereignty. 1 maintain that 
their articles of union being perpetual bind 
them in perpetuity, and that neither has the 
right to secede trom the union formed by them 
without the consent of the other. And so of 
| the States that formed the Union by our Con- 


make another at their pleasure. The power 
uf the people to make their own Government 
would be an absurdity and a logical solecism 
unless it applied in the continuance and the | 
change of the Government as well as in its 
making. 

Now, Mr. President, what did these southern 
people do? ‘There were eight millions of them 
inhabiting cleven States. They went for seces- || stitution in 1787. ‘The able Senator from Wis- 
sion. They went for secession with a greater || «sin admitted that before the present Con- 
unanimity than any people on the face of the 


Lt Te ot ee oe || stitution was formed each State wasa separate 
earth desiring to change their institutions and || 


G Will Sid habekine. } and distinct sovereignty. ‘I'he Articles of Con- 
overnment. Willany man contend that eight |) ¢oqcrerin: eae iieia T «thin 
million people, who become tired of existing || a ig wate tae ee ao 
ee ee : ; Aisng || different articles that claim for each State all 
institutions and desire to change their form || the rights and powers of sovereignty by the 
of PevorManens, COmmNy aS  EOeTeRS and dia- || oid Artictes of Confederation. But they went, 
bolical crime? What sort of congruity would 


e 8 » O > p 1e @ seve 
there be between that position and the position | hai se ee ‘ae me 
which all Senators concede, that every people || tion they agreed to merge their separate and 
a ee ae i ae ees || distinct sovereignties for a few general pur- 

the little States of South America, if Hayti a oo at cotati 
and St. Domingo and other half- barbaric cake fe gg eee or 
ples, have a right to make their = Govern- || eignty, and none of them had a right to secede 
ment, according to all the rights of humanity, I} Gone tt . Bat oateide of the sursendes oftheir 
why had not the people of eleven States the | sovereignty, as to all the rights and powers 
right to make theirs? || appertaining to a sovereign people that were 

a I comon the eeennen 6: en | not delegated by the words of the Constitution, 
setts were the originators of that heresy, i BAe SRR: “ee My Si ee . 
heresy it be. ‘I hey were its first teachers and pep sonionan te he.s0f ae anes USES 
propagators. It originated with them inthe || | , ; : 


‘|| What did Mr. Adams say further? If gen- 
; aie tlemen would deign to read Mr, Adams, and 
itto an extent, with a decision, and a boldness || would accept the wise course and spiritof what 
that even the position of Virginia and South || je says to his countrymen on this important 
Carolina would pale before. 


John Quincy |) subject, they would all be the better for it. He 
Adams, as suggested by my honorable friend says : 


; hi Mr. ‘TuurMAN,] a few days , : : 
from Ohio, [Mr. TuurMman,] a few jays ago, “owe stand theciahtt= 
took ground distinctly in favor of the right ot ae 

| The right of secession— 


secession, and he did it in one of the ablest | 
and best-considered papers that ever came || “but the indissoluble link of anion between the 
people of the several States of this confederated 


: ; 7 : , a orsal 
from his peo, in his address before the His- || nation is, after all, not in the right but in the heart. 
torical Society of New York, on the fiftieth |) If the day should ever come, (may Heaven ayert it,) 
anniversary of the inauguration of General ee pare a ge aan S aeinehananes 
Foote oi . | OPES PRES rom each other; when the fraternal spi 14 oO 
W ashington as | resident of the U nited States. way to cold indifference, or collisions of interesteball 
I will read an extract from it. This, sir, {Mr. fester into hatred, the bands of political association 
Pomeroy in the chair, ] comes from your native | will not lees hold peer nett no longer attracted 
: : . > ms Btis s0ne rests ant ‘ 
State. I know you have wandered far off from a SS it cs - she ani 
the early teachings of the great statesman of || of the disunited States te part 2 xisodese from 
sachuse i r your edification || each other than to be held together by constraint. 
wenn se _ oui hy ? hi little: || Then will be the time for reverting to the precedents 
and instruction, 1 will read from Dim @ hh * || which occurred at the formation and adoption of the 


“Tn the calm hours of self-possession, the right of |) Constitution to form again a more perfect union by 
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dissolving that which could no longer bind, and to 
leave the separated parts to be reunited by the law 
of politica! gravitation to the center.” 

Never aid human pen write words of more 
wisdom. The horrible history of ten years of 
bleod, of carnage, of revolation, of anarchy, 
of violence and crime, has attested the wisdom 
of his words. I was for coercion at the com- 
mencement of our difficulties, but [ say frankly 
that if I had had the knowledge which the ex- 
perience of those terrible years has given me, 
never, never would I have given my consent 
to the military coercion of the southern States. 
in 1838 Mr. Clay discountenanced military co 
ercion, and gave his wisdom and his prescience 
against even the coercion of South Carolina. 
{ differed with him then in that position; I 
believed that South Carolinaought to be co- 
erced ; but Mr. Clay had a far-reaching wisdom 
upon this great subject to which my narrow 
vision could never reach. Had he been living 
when this unfortunate rebellion commenced, 
it would have been composed without all the 
bloody and terrible civil war that ensued. If 
John Quincy Adams had been alive to have 
given to the heated and selfish and ambitious 
partisans on both sides the calm suggestions 
of his mature wisdom and of his great patriot- 
ism, he would have said, as the hero of Mexico 
said,‘ let the wayward sisters depart in peace. 
If that had been allowed them, it would not 


presiding judge, the court being constituted 
of five, I believe, probably among the ablest 
lawyers of the many able lawyers that have 


| been produced in that State, and that court 


unanimously decided that notwithstanding the 
militia of that State were mustered into the 
service of the United States, they were subject 
to the paramount authority and command of 
the Governor of the State. But, sir, I will 
proceed with these resolutions ; 

“2. Resolved, That the Commonwealth of Massa- 


chusetts, faithful to the compact between the people 
of the United States, according to the plain mean- 


| ingand intent in which it was understood and ac- 


9 | 


have been long betore they would have been | 


knocking for readmission; but as it is, the 
remedy has been unspeakably greater and more 
grievous than the disease, and it is the remedy 


that will effect the destruction of our Constitu- | 


tion aud liberties. 


Sir, whenever the choice is offered to me, | 


are you for disruption and liberty, or are you 
for Union and consolidation and military des- 
potism, | say give me the first by all sane. 
Sir, we have got into the last, and we have got 
into it inextricably. We shall never get out 
of it with our institutions, constitutional and 
popular liberty preserved ; never, never. The 
fashion of the day now is to accumulate private 
fortune, to extend national empire, to create 
every facility of trade, of wealth, of grandeur, 
of luxury. 


There are some things in national | 


and individual existence worth a great deal | 


more, 


Virtue, intelligence, happiness, peace, | 


and liberty are worth more than all the world | 


beside can give us. 
But, sir, let me quote a little further. I have 


said that your native State and the State of the | 
honorable Senator from Vermont were among 
the first and the foremost and the most ex- | 


treme in the idea of secession. Iwill read a 
few more passages on that point. I now read 
from the laws ot Massachusetts, passed in 1844, 
page 319: 

** Resolves concerning the annexation of Texas: 


“1. Resolved, That the power to unite an inde- 
pendent foreign State with the United States is not 


among the powers delegated to the General Govern- | 


ment by the Constitution of the United States. 


“2. Hesolved, That the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, faithful to the compact between the people 
of the United States ’— 

Observe that language: ‘faithful to the 
compact,’’ not to the Government or the Con- 
stitution. ‘These resolutions treat it as com- 
pact; and in connection with that I will state 
another historical fact. 
1812 Governor Strong issued his proclama- 


tion forbidding the militia of the State of Mas- | 


sachusetts to go out of the State to meet and 
overthrow our foreign enemy, England. What 
did Mr. Madison and the United States author- 
ities claim? They claimed that when under 
the Constitution the militia of the State were 


mustered into the service of the United States | 
they became as much subject to the orders and | 


commands of the officers of the United States 
Army asthe United States regular troops were. 
That was the position assumed by the admin- 
istration of Mr. Madison. ‘The Legislature 
of your native State, sir, passed resolutions 
denying the truth of that position, and that 
Legislature, as is customary in that State, 


During the war of | 


| governments, 





ceded to by them, issincerely anxious for its preser- 
vation, but that itis determined, as it doubts not the 
other States are, to submit to undelegated powers 
in no body of men on earth. That the project of 
the annexation of Texas, unless arrested on the 
threshold, may tend to drive these States into a dis- 
solution of the Union, and will furnish newcalumnies 
against republican governments by exposing the 
gross contradiction of a people professing to be free, 
and yet seeking to extend and perpetuate the sub- 
jection of their slaves.”’ 

Those were the resolutions passed upon the 
annexation of Texas. The right of Massa- 
chusetts to secede from the Union was pro- 
claimed by legislative resolve upon the annex- 
ation of Louisiana and, if I recollect aright, 
also upon the annexation by treaty of Florida. 

Now, sir, let me read something more as 
to the feeling in New England during the last 
war with Great Britain. 1 read from Fowler’s 
Sectional Controversy, page 63: 


“War was declared against Great Britain, indue 


form, on the 18th of June, 1812, by a vote of 72 to 49 | 


in the House of Representatives, and 19 to 13in the 
Senate. To this war there was astrong opposition 
manifested in the eastern States, in the pulpit, the 
arere. in public speeches, and private conversation. 
Ministers of the gospel called itan ‘unholy war,’ an 
“unrighteous war.’ i 
were invading Canada, some of them prayed ‘that 
all invading armies might be cut off,’ and ‘ that they 
whotake the sword might perish by the sword.’ The 
Rev. Mr. Gardiner, in a sermon preached July 23, 
1812, in Boston, uses the followimg language: * The 
Union has long since been dissolved and it is full 
time that this part of the United States should take 
care of itself.’ Rev. Dr. Parish, in Byfield, Musza- 
chusetts, delivered a sermon April 7, 1814, in which 
he uses the following language: 

“*The Israelites became weary of yielding the 
fruit of their labor to pamper tyrants. They left 
their political woes. They separated. Whereis our 
Moses? Where isthe rod of his miracles?) Where 
is our Aaron? Alas! no voice from the burning 
bush has directed him here.’ These are only speci- 
mens. 

**The press teemed with similar sentiments: 

““*My plan is to withhold our money, and makea 
separate peace with England.’—Doston Advertiser. 

** That there will be a revolution if the war con- 
tinues, no one can doubt who is acquainted with 
human nature and is accustomed to study cause and 
effect. The eastern States are marching steadily 
and straightforward up to the object.’—Federal 
Republican. 

** These are specimens: 

***Wecall upon our State Legislature to protect us 
in the enjoyment of those privileges to assert which 
our fathers died, and to defend which we profess 
ourselves ready to resist unto blood.’— Memorial of 
the citizens of Newburyport, Massachusetts, January 
18, 1814, 

*** Resolved, That we placethe fullest confidencein 
the Governor and Legislatureof Massachusetts, and 
in the State autboritiesof New England; and that to 
them, under God, the Chief Governor of the uni- 
verse, we look for aid and direction; and that for 
the present, until public opinion shall be known, we 
will not enter our carriages, pay our continental 
taxes, or aid, inform, or assist any officer in their 
collection.’—Passed by the inha‘itants of Reading, 
Massachusetts, January 6, 1815, 

***A separation of the States will be an inevitable 
result. Motives, numerousand urgent, willdemand 
that measure. As they originate in oppression, the 
oppressors must be responsible for the momentous 
and contingent events arising from the dissolution 
of the present Confederacy, and erection of separate 
It will be their work.’—WNorthern 


| Grievances, p. 4, May, 1814. 


** These are specimens: 

“* Yes, sir, I consider this Administration as alien 
to us, so much so, that New England would be justi- 
fied in declaring them like all foreign nations, ene- 
mies in war,in peace friends. The States of New 
England can never be satellites in any system; but, 
like the primary planets, they will revolve around 
the sun of Federalism, until the Almighty hand, 
which created them, shall dash them from their 
orbits forever.’’’—Cyrus Ning, of Massachusetts, in 
Congress, October 22, 1814. 

"Ona or before the 4th of July next, if James 
Madison is not out of office, a new form of govern- 
ment will be in operation in the eastern section of 


submitted the question to the supreme court || the Union. Instantly after, the contest in many of 


At the time when our armies | 
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the States will be, whether to adhere to the old 
to join the new Government.’”—Federa? p) 
lican, November 7, 1814. oe 

About that time, as I have stated befopa;. 
the Senate, Plattsburg was invaded by a stro, 
British army. The General Government ,,, 
the States made overy effort to meet and ;. 
repel that invasion. Troops were called oy 
from Massachusetts. Governor Strong iggy, 
his proclamation forbidding them to march +, 
Plattsburg, and they did not march to Play. 
burg, but afterward the State put in a clgi, 
for their services a3 militia, and received pay 
from the United States Treasury. Atthe same 
time forces were called out from Vermoy: 
Governor Chittenden being the Governor, }}, 
issued a similar proclamation, but a good por. 
tion of the patriotic militia of Vermont dis. 
dained to obey his order, and went to Platte. 
burg and participated in the glorious victory 
of the 11th of September. What did Massa. 
chusetts do? She asserted a very right prin: 
ciple, but sought to give it a very great mis. 
application, as [ believe. Let me read from 
the history of those times: 

“No judicial proceedings or Federal interferences 
took place against the Governor of Vermont: tho 
general, Davis, was enlarged on recognizance and 
bail to appear at Albany for trial. Not long after 
when the Legislature of Massachusetts met, |; 
Otis, by another step toward the Hartford conven: 
tion, on the 14th January, 1814, laid on the table of 
the house of representatives at Boston, a resolution 
expressive of the duty of Massachusetts to aid the 
Governor and people of Vermont, or any other Stat, 
to support their constitutional rights when in dan- 
ger of infringement from any quarter; and when 
requested by the Governor of Vermont or any other 
State, upon evidence of such infringement, to pro- 
vide by law for their effectual support.” —Jngerso//’, 
History of the Late War, volume 2, p. 27. 

The principle was right; the error consisted 
in its application to the case. Here the Goy- 
ernment of the United States had made a 
requisition upon Vermont for militia. ‘That 
militia had been enrolled and organized, aud 
was ordered to march and take position with 
the Army of the United States. A part of 
that militia moved out of the State of Ver. 
mont to Plattsburg; a part availed itself of 
the proclamation of Governor Chittenden and 
refused to march. The resolution introduced 
by Mr. Otis in the Legislature of Massacliu- 
setts was sound in its terms, eminently so. | 
declared that when the constitutional rights 
of Vermont were invaded it was the duty of 
Massachusetts and all other States to rally to 
the support of Vermont in sustaining her cou- 
stitutional rights. 

That State was then wrong. She was not 
only wrong but she was felo de se, as will yet 
be proved in the future. In this terrible 
war of ours, when the standard of rebellion 
was raised, when States like Maryland and 
Delaware and Kentucky stood upon their con- 
stitutional rights, it was our duty and our 
right to defend them, even by force of arms, 
against the aggressions of the President and 
the Congress of the United States. It was 
the right and it was the duty of every State, 
of every friend of reserved State rights, ot 
every friend of constitutional liberty, of every 
friend of popular government to rally to the 
support of Delaware and Maryland and Ken- 
tucky and every other State whose rights were 
invaded and trampled upon by the usurping 
United States Government. Sir, when Seymour 
was Governor ef New York, he was at the head 
of an imperium in imperio. He might have 
called in the aid of hundreds of thousands o! 
armed freemen to stand up for the muinte- 
nance of the rights of the people of bis Siate in 
their government and in their persons against 
the aggressious of the United States,  1t was 
his duty and it ought to have been the last act 
of his life, if he perished in the act, to have 
stood in their defense. 

These are the doctrines of constitutional gov 
ernment and of the liberty of mankind, and a 
constitutional Government and popular liberty 
can never exist long when they are overthrown. 
Sir, the people of the United States ouylit to 


rise as one man and rally to their Cu nsti'u 
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tion and to its great principles. They ought to 
+ to work to give it vigor and power and 
‘eration. Lhey oughtto make the President | 
and the Congress of the United States and || 
“very officer observe and execute it. 


| The call of the roll having concluded, | 
I beg to ask the Chair | 
j 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


|| whether a quorum has voted? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pome- |} 
|| ROY in the chair.) 


The Chair is informed 


, snd now, Mr, President, since it has been || that there is no quorum voting. 


shown that the States of Massachusetts and || 
Vermont schooled and indoctrinated the peo- | 

-of the ‘southern States with the heresy of 
‘cession, it ill becomes the Representatives 
, Congress from those States to pursue their 
misguided foliowers with the fierceness of the 


furies. 

~ Mr. President, I will close with a word fur- 
ther. I have cordially aud with emphasis 
thanked the promptitude and ability with 
which my friend from Ohio [Mr. Tourman] 
comes to the rescue of every principle of the 
(Constitution that a dominating majority seeks 
ty overthrow. I will stand by his side while 
I can stand on my feet. I care not who may 
invade the Consiitution, from whence the 
attack may come, whether from the Legisla- 
tures of States, or the Congress, or the Presi- 
dent of the United States, as far as I have 
ability it shall be given to the defense of the 
Constitution and of every principle which it 
contains. Sir, | was born in a land of liberty. 
[have a constitutional guarantee to freedom 
of thought and freedom of speech. I have 
exercised these privileged rights through a 
long life; and now in the evening of my days, 
in the very sunset of life, 1 mean to go down to 
the grave in the assertion and in the exercise 
of these rights of freemen. 

Mr. WILSON. 1 suggest that by common 
consent we fix to morrow at four o’clock to 
take the vote on this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pome- 
noy in the chair.) The Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts suggests that by unanimous consent 
the vote on this question be taken at four 
o'clock to-morrow. 

Mr. CONKLING. I suggest to the Senator 
from Massachusetts that at least one Senator, 
who has stated two or three times that he would 
object to that arrangement, is now out of his 
seat; and if such an arrangement is to be 
wade, it had better be when the Senate is full. 

Mr. WILSON. I was not aware of the 
absence of the Senator referred to. I move 
now that the further consideration of the bill 
be postponed until to-morrow at one o’clock. 

Mr. THURMAN. Why postpone it? 

Mr. CARPENTER. 1 move that the Sen- 
ate proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
that the Senate do now proceed to the consid- 
eration of executive business. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. ROBERTSON. I move thatthe Senate 
do now adjourn. 
‘The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I would 
be very glad if the Senate would sit this bill 
out to-night; but it seems there is no hope of 
doing that at all, as the Senator having the bill 
in charge himself moves to adjourn. I now 
move that we proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. 

Mr. HILL. I hope not. 

Mr. THURMAN. This motion will leave 
the bill as unfinished business. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Ohio, which 
is not debatable. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business. After one hour and fifteen min- | 
utes spent in executive session the doors were 
reopened. : 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that when the 
Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. 

Mr. TRUMBULL called for the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered and taken. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Sergeant- 
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| 


at-Arms be directed to request the attendance | 


of absent members. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
must be announced officially before that motion 
can be entertained. 

The result was announced—yeas 24, nays 
11; as follows: 

Y EHAS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Brownlow, Cald- 


| well, Cameron, Chandler, Cole, Conkling, Edmunds, 


Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, Hamilton of Texas, Har- 
lan, Hiteheock, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Nye, 
Peborn. Bomaroy Ramsey, Rice, Scott, Spencer,and 

)1SONn-——24. 

NAYS— Messrs. Blair, Boreman, Hill, 
Logan, Norwood, Robertson, Thurman, 
Trumbull, and Wright—1lL. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Buckingham, 
Carpenter, Casserly, Clayton, Cooper, Corbett, Davis 
of Kentucky, Davis of West Virginia, Fenton, Ferry 


Cragin, 
Sawyer, 


of Connecticut, Ferry of Michigan, Gilbert, Gold- | 


thwaite, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamlin, Howe, 
Johnston, Kellogg, Kelly, Lewis, Morrill of Maine, 
Patterson, Pool, Pratt, Saulsbury, Schurz, Sherman, 
Sprague, Stevenson, Stewart, Stockton, Sumner, 
Tipton, Vickers, West, and Windom—3s. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
not a quorum present. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms be directed to request the attend- 
ance of the absent Senators, and upon that 
motion I wish to state 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ibelievel have the floor, 
and I decline to yield. 

Mr. SAULSBURY rose. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I beg pardon of my 
friend from Delaware if he rises to vote. 

Mr. THURMAN. No; he did vote. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. lIannounced my vote, 
but I did not hear my name called. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


There is 








The Sena- 


Mr. THURMAN. 
Mr. CONKLING., 
Mr. THURMAN. He voted ‘‘ nay.”’ 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I did vote ‘‘ nay.”’ 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
tor’s vote will be recorded, making the result, 
yeas 24, nays 12, lacking one of a quorum. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Lunderstand now, on my 
motion to request the attendance of absent 
Senators, that we lack one of a quorum, and 
it is known to every Senator, and to the Pre- 
siding Officer, that the honorable Senator 
from Maryland who is not now in his seat, and 
| who sits, I believe, farthest from me, | Mr. 
Vickers, ] on the call of the roll declined to 


He did vote. 





to his constituents, of course it is not for me 
| tosay. It was aright, no doubt, that the law 
jection to the consideration of this question and 
after his name had been called and not answer- 
ing it, to leave the Chamber before his name 
could be called again. What the motive was, 
I of course have no right to say. 1 only state 
the fact in orderthat the public record shall 
show the manner in which some Senators 
think it fit to conduct the business of the 
Senate. 

Mr. PATTERSON, (having entered the 
Chamber.) I wish to vote. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I submit can the Sen- 
ator’s vote be recorded now after what bas 





|| occurred. 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


No person 


|| can vote now on the motion to adjourn over. 


Mr. ROBERTSON. Can the roll be called 
again? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 


from New Hampshire cannot vote on this 
motion. The result has been announced by 


i} the Chair. 


The result | 


| 


1 quorum 





} 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
' 





Which way did he vote? | 


The Sena- | 





answer his name as it was called and leit the |! 
Chamber after attention had been called to it, || 


thus breaking up a quorum of the Senate. | 


| 


How far he can justify that species of conduct | 


gave to him, after interposing a personal ob- | 


{ 


| 
| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
‘ 


ee 


Mr. EDMUNDS, Linsist on my motion that 
the Sergeant-at- Arms be directed to request the 
attendance of absent members. 

Mr. HILL. Before the vote is taken on that 
motion, I ask that the roll be called that we 
may see whether we have not a quorum now 
present. That will dispense with that motion. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. [| object to that motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itisin order 
to call the roll at any time to see if there is a 
yresent, 


Mr. THURMAN. 


I have a word to say on 


| the motion made by the Senator from Vermont. 
| ‘The Senator from Maryland was not in his 


seat, it is said, and did not vote. I believe 
that is true. When the absentees were called 
he was not in his seat. Now, whether it was 


| reprehensible in him not to vote, or to leave 


the Chamber, I say it was no more reprehen- 
sible in him to leave the Chamber when he 
did than it was for the thirty-six Senators in 
this body who were absent to leave the Sen- 
ate when they did. That is the truth about it. 
They had no business to leave the Senate with 
only thirty-six or thirty-seven members, a bare 
quorum in it; and | do not want them to come 
back here after having left the Senate in the 
condition they did, to censure, expressly or 


| impliedly, others who left the Senate with just 


as much ground and just as much excuse as 
they. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Who are the others? 
Mr. THURMAN. Who are they? Look 
at the list and see; it has been called over ; 
it appears there were ouly thirty-six Senators 
voting on the motion. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. But it appears that one 
Senator left after his name had been called. 
Mr. THURMAN. ‘That is very true; but 
I say he is no more to blame than the thirty- 
six who left before there was any call at all. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Possibly. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is in 


| order to call the roll now to see if a quorum 
tor from Delaware is not recorded as voting. || 


be present. The Clerk will call the roll, as 
one Senator has requested it. 
The roll was calied, and thirty-six Senators 


| answered to their names. 
| Mr. CRAGIN. 


Is it in order to move that 
the Senate do now adjourn ? 

The PRESIDING OFBICER. 
of the call will first be announced. 

The Cuter Cierk. Upon a call of the 
| Senate, thirty-six Senators respond to their 
| names. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I believe my motion was 
| that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to re- 
quest the attendance of absent Senators, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 
motion pending, that the Sergeant-at-Arms be 
directed to request the attendance of absentees. 

Mr. Lewis entered the Senate Chamber. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The name 
of the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Lewis] will 
be entered, as this is merely a mode of ascer- 
taining whether there is a quorum present. 
| Mr. Lewis answered to his name as present. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is now 
| ascertained that a quorum is present. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now I move that when 
the Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet 
| on Monday next. 


The result 





Mr. ROBERTSON. I object to that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A quorum 
being present, the Senator from Vermont moves 
that when the Senate adjourns to day itadjourn 

| to meet on Monday next. 

| Mr. ROBERTSON. Can that motion be 
considered on the same day it is made when 

| an objection is made? 

The PRESIDING OFFCER. A motion to 
adjourn over has always been considered as in 
order whenever a Senator gets the floor to make 
it. That is the motion regularly before the 
| Senate, having been pending for some time. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I object to its consid- 


eration. The Chair 
The 


decides it in order to put the question, — 
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question is on the motion of the Senator from | 


Vermont, that when the Senate adjourns to-day 
it adjourn to meeton Monday next. 
‘Lhe motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FLANAGAN. I move an executive 
session. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
to adjourn takes precedence. 

Mr. CAMERON, lIask the Senator from 
Ohio to give way for a moment ull I ask the 
Senate to fix next Tuesday after the morning 
hour forthe purpose of considering the French 
spoliation bill. 

Mr. THURMAN. 
anything else but that. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. I hope the Senator from 
Ohio will allow us to have an executive ses- 
B10Nn. 

Mr. THURMAN. [I insist on my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Ohio moves that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at five 
o'clock and twelve minutes p. m.) the Senate 
adjourned. 


I move that the Senate 


I would give way for 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvurspay, February 1, 1872. 

The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by Rev. J. P. Newman, D. D., Chaplain of 
the Senate. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

NEGOTIATION OF LOAN. 
The 


House resumed the consideration of 


the report of the Committee of Ways and | 


Means, recommending the adoption of the 
following resolution: 
Resolved, That inthe opinion of this House the 


Secretary of the Treasury, in negotiating the loan 
authorized by the act of July 14, 1870, bas neither 


increased the bonded debt nor incurred an expend- | 


iture contrary to law. 


The pending question was on the motion of 


Mr. Dawes, to recommit the resolution to the || 


committee. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee {Mr. Maynarp] has the floor. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Mr. Speaker, there have 
been some things brought into this discussion, 
which may or may not be valuable, but which, 
it seems to me, are not germane to the ques- 
tion which is immediately before us. 

The honorable gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Brooxs,] my associate on the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, dwelt with a good 
deal of force, and certainly a good deal of 
plausibility, upon the inexpediency of refund- 
ing the debt at this time; his argument being 
that as the national credit gradually appre- 
ciates we shall be able to do it on better terms 
at a future time than now. The gentleman is 
aware, for he was with me on the same com- 
mittee in the last Congress, that I always 
myself entertained doubts whether we were 
not premature in our attempt to refund the debt 
by placing a new loan upon the market at a 
lower rate of interest, and whether it would not 
be better to wait until our credit had become 
more thoroughly established. I yielded, how- 
ever, to the judgment of gentlemen who cer- 
tainly had a better opportunity to be informed 
than I had, and sustained the measure em- 
bodied in the act of July 14, 1870. It hap- 
pened, however, that the act was passed at a 
very inauspicious time—almost on the very 
day when the emperor of the French set out 
on his famous German campaign, from which, 
I believe, he has never returned. Of course 
the financial affairs of Europe were thrown 
into convulsion, effecting the finances of the 
whole world, and it was certainly an unfavor- 


able time to attempt to place a new loan as | 


large as that provided for in the act of 1870. 
if the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Brooks] will bring in a bill to repeal the act 


Renee ere _— am Ye — 


| 


of 1870, and postpone the further attempt to 
| 5 : ; 
| refund the public debt, I would certainly give 
| it a serious consideration, even if it did not 
, command my vote. But that is not the ques- 
tion before the House at this time. Congress 
thought proper to pass the act of July 14, 
1870, and to inaugurate a system of refunding 
the debt. They provided for the issuance of 
$1,500,000,000 of new bonds, bearing interest 
severally at five per cent., four and a half per 
cent., and four per cent. They left the law, 
which is brief in its terms, and in many of its 
provisions indefinite, very largely to the dis- 
cretion of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
execute. And the question now before us 
_arises upon the resolution offered by another 
| gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox,] on the 
| first day of the session, and submitted to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

The report of the Committee of Ways and 
Means upon the resolution will be sustained 
or not, as the House may decide whether the 
Secretary has or has not kept himself within 
the law in the effort he has made, and the 
success he has attained in attempting to exe- 
cute it. Among the provisions of the law was 
one that the bonded debt should not be in- 
creased. Another one was the appropriation 
of a sum equal to one half of one per cent. on 
the entire loan to cover the expenses of nego- 
tiating it. Besides, there was no provision 
for allowing any agents abroad, other than the 
agents already recognized by the law. It is 
alleged here in debate that in these three 
| particulars the Secretary has transcended his 
| authority. ‘And that is the question we have 
| to consider and decide, whether he has or has 
| not done so. Has he increased the bonded 
| debt? Has he incurred any expense beyond 
|| that appropriation? And has he appointed 
|| agents abroad not authorized by law? 

As to increasing the amount of the bonded 
debt, it is substantially admitted that this has 
not been done in any such sense as to expose 
the Secretary of the Treasury to the charge of 
having violated the law. He went into the 
market and sold one bond, keeping the pro- 
|| ceeds to buy another. This mode would nat- 
|| urally and necessarily occur to every one con- 
|| cerned in the execution of the law; indeed, 
} the only one, unless it was merely an exchange 
|| of one bond for another. It is proper to re- 
| 








i} 
| mark that when the committee had this reso- 
| lution under consideration, the Secretary came 
before the committee, along with the mover 

of the resolution. He made such statements 
| as he saw proper to make, and then he answered 
| fully and frankly, transparently, and without 
|| reserve, every question that was put to him by 
| any member of the committee; every ques- 

tion—and there were many—that was pro- 
| pounded by the mover of the resolution. And 
when this gentleman comes in here, as he did 
yesterday, and in his speech tells us there are 
various other things that he would like to 
know, various other points on which he seeks 
to be informed, I reply, ‘‘ Why did you not 
propound those questions to the Secretary 
when he was with you, and you had the oppor- 
tunity todo so? If you wanted the Treasurer 
to give information, or the Assistant Secre- 
tary, why did you not so inform the commit- 
tee, and they would have arranged to invite 
them to a conference for such statements as 
you might desire to bring out ?”’ 

It is too late for the gentleman after he has 
obtained such information as he desired, and 
has let the committee make its report on that 
information, to tell us that there are some other 
things that he does not know and that he 
would like to be informed about them, be- 
cause, perchance, if he had that information, 
he might find matter on which to predicate a 
|| plausible charge against the Secretary. This 
is @ practical admission that upon the inform- 
ation now obtained he has nothing. I trust 
the gentlemen of the House, I trust the peo- 
ple of the country will examine, and examine 
with care, the statement made before the com- 
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| mittee by the Secretary of th 
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e Treasury 
| statement frank, candid, open, and sincere : 
Sere ug 


| the day itself, and which leaves nothing {y, 
surmise, nothing for innuendo, nothing for dark a’ 
suggestions. freasur> 

Stated in plain and intelligible language, 
has the Secretary done? By negotiation undo 
| this law he has provided that on $200,000 009 

of bonds we are paying five cent. interest, jp. 
| stead of six per cent. interest, on the Sian 
amount of bonds as we were previously doing ; 
| thus saving to the Treasury annually $2,000. 
_ 000, or $20,000,000 for the ten years that the 
| first issue of bonds have to run. That {ao: 
| stands out beyond dispute or gainsaying. But 
it is said that he has increased the bonded 
debt; he has issued $200,000,000 of bonds 
and he has taken up of an equal number ie 
many as have been offered for redemption, (¢ 
course their return cannot be compelled, The 7G 
law contemplated no such thing. The law the Sec 
provided that after the lapse of three months associat 
upon notice being given, interest shall cease. we 
| and that is all that either he or Congress or wublic 
any other power, except the holders of the faithfu 
bonds, could do. If they choose to retury agents 
their bonds and get the money, well; and if The 
| they choose to keep them until doomsday ment 
they can do so. But the fact remains that the banks 
Government is prepared and has been pre. hnant 
pared to redeem them whenever the holders CIB 
see proper to presentthem. They can receive 
the amount with the interest accrued up to the 
time the interest was stopped. Such bonds 
pass from the regular bonded debt into the 
ortion of the public debt upon which interest 
as ceased to accrue. 

The main point of objection, however, js 
that in this negotiation the Secretary has in- 
curred a greater expense, a larger outlay than 
he was authorized to do by law. The lan 
guage of the law, and that is all that is said 
upon the subject, is that ‘‘a sum not exceeding 
one half of one per cent. of the bonds herein 
authorized is hereby appropriated to pay the 
expenses of preparing, issuing, advertising, : 
and disposing of the same.”’? That is one way we 
| of stating what might as well have been stated a. 
| in another way, ‘that there is hereby appro- _ 
priated $7,500,000 to meet the expenses of me 
the loan.’’ The Secretary of the Treasury é 
has determined, however, that that was an 
| indication by Congress that a greater expense 
than the half of one per cent. should not be 
incurred for the purpose of negotiating the coi 
loan. Now, what does the Secretary say upon Tr 
that subject? After some replies to questions 
by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] St 
and the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. Kerr} to 
the chairman of the committee asked this 
question : th 

“*So that the entire cost of the $200,000,000 loan “ 
will be exactly one half of one per cent.? 

“Mr. Bourwguiu. Just one half of one per cent.” by 

That is the statement of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and he cannot afford, even if he were t] 
disposed, to palter with words in a double 
sense; he could not afford, his position would 
not allow him, to make a statement of that t 
character, and in reply to that categorical f 
question, unless the statement were in fact ( 
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true. 
At this point, however, let me briefly refer 
to what has been said with respect to the em- 
| ployment of improperand unauthorized agents 
| by the Secretary of the Treasury The debates 
| upon the passage of the act of 1870 have been 
referred to, showing that we declined to author- 
ize him to appointany agent to negotiate the loan 
excepting such as he was then authorized by law 
to appoint. Now, has he done so? I[ deny it: 
| I deny that he has employed any agents, either 
for pay or without pay, excepting those. that 
| previously existing laws authorized him to 
-employ. In addition to his subordina‘es, 
| strictly so called—the officers of the Treasury, 
the collectors, the assessors, and other offi- 
cials—another class of subordinates is provided 
| by the forty-fifth section of the national bank- 
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ag act, which has been referred to, and which What was the result? Among the various 


‘again refer to: | banks in this country there were some fifty 
“Phat all associations under this act, when desig- || millions thus subscribed in addition to the 


vo for that purpose by the Secretary of the || sixty-five millions subscribed pri 
oe, shall . depositories of public money, || ®!=*Y b ed prior to the Ist 


ras cceipts from customs, under such regula- || of August, and the residue was subscribed by | 
exce? may be prescribed by the Secretary of the || the body of men of whom Jay Cooke & Co., 
Treasury — E ; | the bankers, were the representatives. Notice 

Now comes that portion of the section to || was given that the old bonds from time to time 
which I wish particularly to call the attention || would be redeemed; and as they have been 
of the House— || presented they have been redeemed. Interest 
and they may also be employed as financial agents || was stopped in accordance with law. 
fthe Government, Now, as to the outstanding bonds that had 

The argument here has proceeded on the matured, we might have provided, | admit, if 
hypothesis that these national banks were to || we had so chosen, that the Secretary of the 
pe used only as depositories of public money. || Treasury should stop the interest at any mo- 
But the statute goes further and provides that | ment when he saw fitto do it. Ie might have 
“they shall perform,’’ not that they may per- |) been authorized to publish his notice, ‘* I will 
form, but— pay these bonds to-day, and after to-day inter- 


“They shall perform all such reasonable duties as || est upon them shall cease.’’ We might have 
depositories of public money and financial agents |/ ade guch a provision with reference to any 
ofthe Government as may be required of them; and || : provi CRCO WO Bn) 
the Secretary of the ‘Treasury shall require of the || portion or all of the bondsthat had been issued || 
asociations thus designated satisfactory security, || more than five years, because we had reserved 
by the deposit of United States bonds and otherwise, | that privilege in the original statute under 
for the safe-keeping and prompt payment of the ere: I g l g stati t 
vublic money deposited with them, and for the |! which they were issued. But would that have 
faithful perrereene> a duties as financial | been good faith to the holders? Congress, 
agents » Government. : ; on 
agen ss f the T —— when it passed the law of July 14, 1870, || 
. af¢ 3 y Ts - i) 

The Secretary “il ' ae orn - _ ‘l || thought not. It was thought that three months’ 
ment has rept ~ y to ‘| us thas we ee | time, in which to turn the bonds in, was as 
tania US a > ‘ 14 Ace g > y ii e “= ’ 
banks were the Mnanciat agents, and the only || jittle as good faith to the holders would allow 
financial agents, excepting bis subordinate off- || us to give 
+o} . i : ™ , saya &6 1} ” ot 
= he va ph a one = ra : ‘| It so happened that the first loan, the loan 
was also agreed that the subscriptions should || oat ieee eek cis ai Sas 
all be made through national banks.’’ I shall | of 1962, ie taken largely aud mainly by the 
ave 1 ; 1 em aoe | people of Germany through their bankers; 
not follow what has been said about the s0- || and the non-elastic German mind was some- 
called syndicate, which has nothing to do with 
the question now before us, one way or the || 


| time in coming to the conclusion that the 
silly 1 || bonds of another issue and a subsequent date 
other, unless, possibly, as a mere catch-word | were quite as good as those first bonds in 
toamuse the House and to adorn the speeches || yw hich they had invested and upon which they 
of gentlemen, All the agents that have been |) aq drawn their interest with such regularity. || 
employed, in addition to the officers of the || yyo consequence was that until the passage 
lreasury, are the national banks. Then upon || of the act of 1870 these bonds of 1862 ruled | 
what terms has the Secretary of the Treas- ||" .mewhere from one and a half to two per 
ury employed them ? He tells us they may be || cent. higher in the markets of the world than 
made, the law says, ‘‘ depositories of public 
money under such regulations as may be pre- 


|| did the bonds of subsequent issues. These 

; '| bonds, as I have said, were abroad, and the 

seribed by the Secretary of the Treasury.’’ ; Y , y 
Prescribed’? ig the word, from ‘‘ prescribo,”’ || 


| were held with the peculiar regard which [ 
; | have indicated. ‘Therefore Congress thought, 
: __ Now, what were || and in my opinion wisely, that at least three- 
those regulations that he ‘‘ prescribed?’ Let || jonths’ notice should be given to these par- 
a read : L . j ties, so that they might bring the bonds for 
co” Bnet erent Meeet oe, Se Bons Me | redemption before interest on them should 
banks’’— cease. 
Any national bank, all national banks— What was to be done in the intermediate 


“making or obtaining subscriptions, payable in || time; the time between the negotiation of the 


coin, would be designated by the Secretary of the || new bonds and the period when the old bonds 
‘Treasury as depositories of public money, on the |! 






a in? f ; se . 
usual condition of placing in the hands of the || ey ko be called rs What oo = ire 
Treasurer of the United States bonds of the United || tary do in those three months? Should he 
States for the security of such deposits; and that at || take tthe money for which he sold the new 
the commencement of each month notice would be || })onds and put it into the Treasury, lock it up 
given of the redemption of an amount of bonds || ’ . : eee ; . 

| there and kept it withdrawn from the com- 


equal to the amount of subscriptions in coin for || 7 : 
the preceding month, interest to cease in ninety || merce and trade of the country, or leave it 


| 
days from the date of such notice. 
“It was also stated in the circular that as the | . 
bonds called should mature the deposits would \| pass through the channels of commerce and 
be drawn from the several banks proportionately.” Il trade and not disturb values or derange the 
Those were the ‘‘regulations,’’ the terms, || business of the world? Why, sir, we recollect 
the conditions ‘* prescribed’’ by the Secretary || that scarcely two years ago we were on the 
of the Treasury to the national banks, and the | eve of a financial panic, because bya ‘*‘ corner’? | 
inducement that was held out and the authority 
that was given them to exercise the office of || somewhere between ten and fifteen millions 
financial agents in negotiating the loan. I || had been withdrawn from the current of busi- 
confess, sir, that I fail to see (though I have || ness and locked up in the banks. ‘The Sec- 
listened to the criticisms of my associates on || retary thought proper to leave this money 
the committee in the committee-room and on || during those three months with the national 
the floor of the House, I fail to see) that in || depositories, secured by United States bonds, 
anything that has been done by the Secre- 
tary there has been the slightest deviation or 


departure from the law. 


Government, even if the banks proved un- | 


with the public depositories where it would still |} 


| upon greenbacks in the city of New York, ] 


so that there could be no ultimate loss to the \ 
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been guilty of maladministration or not. The 
fact that a power may be abused is no argu- 


| ment anywhere at any time against the exist- 


ence of the power or against its rightful, just, 
and fair exercise. 

But we are told—and that after all is the 
great point that has beea presented, the point 
at which more than anywhere else it is in- 
tended to make headway against the Secre- 
tary—we are told that the bankers thus made 
public depositaries have made a large sum of 
money; that it has been a grand financial 
operation. So far as I am _ personally con- 
cerned, I should be very glad to believe that 
they have. It would gratify me to know they 
had been able to place this loan on the market 
ot the world at an advance of even five per 
cent. premium. The effect would be great in 
elevating our credit, and it would help us 


|amazingly in placing the remainder of the 


loan. But it will be, 1 apprehend, a long 
time before any intelligent man will be made 
to believe anything of the sort. 

This argument has proceeded on the assump- 
tion, rather implied than expressed, that these 
bankers have somehow been drawing the two 
interests, or, at least, one of them. Such is 
not the fact. ‘The bankers were the agents of 
the Government in negotiating the loan to such 
parties as were willing totakeit. The interest 
of the new five per cents went to those who 
subseribed for the new bonds, and the interest 
of the old six per cents went to those who held 
the bonds, and presented them for payment. 
No part of the interest went into the hands of 
the bankers who acted as agents. The only 
advantage they did derive, or could derive, 
was that the money which was received by 
them for the bonds they negotiated was in 
their hands for a period of ninety days in 
its transmission from the money capitals of 


| Europe, where it was principally received, to 


the Treasury at Washington. 
We have had figures presented here, an 


| array of them, counting interest in large sums. 


I need not say they are wholly unjustified by 
any facts for a basis. This money, be it un- 
derstood, was received for the negotiated 
bonds ; was received in Europe where money 
is never, I may say exceptin exceptional cases, 
worth more than four per cent., and rarely 
worth more than three per cent.; so if the 
banks had the money for use during the whole 
three wontbs, it would ne«¢ yield more than 
from three fourths to one per cent. 

Then let it be borne in mind that the money 
was to be remitted, transferred, by some pro- 
cess during the ninety days to the Treasury in 


| Washington, or to some of the sub-Treasuries, 
to meet the bonds then falling due. 


In this connection there has been some criti 
cism, especially in the newspapers, upon the 
clerks of the Treasury Department who have 
been sent abroad, and, as has been intimated, 


| have indulged in a great deal of private enjoy- 


ment at the public expense. I need not com- 
mend it as a piece of practical wisdom in the 
Secretary of the Treasury that he sent abroad 
his trusty and confidential clerks to transact 
| this business. Had this been done at the ex- 
pense of the Government nothing short of 
| hypercriticism would have complained. But 
| the fact is they went abroad at the expense of 
these bankers, who are commented on with 
such severity,and were kept there at their 
expense, and at their expense were returned 
Whatever advantage or per 


The banks were thug made financial agents. 
Whenever they either made a subscription 


themselves, or procured a subscription from | 


anybody else, they were to certify the amount 
of it to the Treasury; they were to deposit an 


equal amount of securities, and thereby they | 
became at once public depositories to the ex- | 
tent of the subscriptions, and financial agents | 


under the law. Any bank might dothis. The 
chance was held out to the whole seventeen or 
eighteen hundred banks in the country to do it 
if they would. 


42p Cone. 2p Sess.— No. 49. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
\ 


faithful to their trust and failed to make good || to their desks. 
the deposit. This, I say, he had a right to || sonal enjoyment it may be supposed thes 
do under the law which I have just read, pro- || clerks enjoyed by reason of their mission, it 
viding that the national banks should be made || was enjoyed at the expense of these envied 
depositories of the public money under such || and much-censured bankers. 
regulations as the Secretary chose to prescribe. || From what I have said, it will be clearly 
But gentlemen say, ‘‘If the Secretary of the || seen that the bonds must have been nego- 
Treasury may prescribe that money shall lay || tiated within one per cent of their par value, 
in a public depository for ninety days, he may || coin in hand, or else the operation would be a 
prescribe that it shall remain there nine years || losing one. This can be demonstrated beyond 
or ninety years.’ Why, sir, when that case || all cavil or doubt. So far as the Government 
arises, we will inquire whether he has abused || was concerned, the law fixed that. The Sec- 
the power intrusted to him, whether he has || retary could not receive less than their par 
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value in coin, or an equal amount of six per 
cent bonds, par for par, of the issue known as 
five-twenties. 

Something has been said about other secur- 
ities held abroad, securities of railroads and 
securities of State governments. I ask gen- 
tlemen, and I ask them with the utmost con- 
fidence, to point to any five per cent. loan on 
the face of the globe of railroad or State gov- 


ernment that during the last year, or during | 


the last two years, has been sold anywhere at 
par for coin. I speak not of those negotiations 
that have been made for mere speculation, nor 
of bonds sold payable in railroad iron at an 
advance of from fifteen to thirty-three and 
a half per cent. on its cash value. But 
where securities have been sold for coin paid 
in hand I defy gentlemen to point to a single 
instance in which a five per cent. bond has 
been sold as these were sold for par in coin 
in any of the markets of Europe or of this 
country. 

Now what follows? This: that the Govern- 
ment is a gainer by this operation at the rate 
of $2,000,000 a year; that the commerce of 
the country has not been deranged by gather- 
ing in millions of coin and holding it, waiting 
for bonds to be presented for payment. The 
business of the country has gone on without 
disturbance or derangement. ‘The Govern- 
ment in making the negotiation has paid out 
only half of one per cent., a financial measure 
that I venture to say cannot be surpassed, can- 
nut be paralleled, in any of the financial oper- 
ations of this Government since it was a Gov- 
ernment. The Secretary may well appeal to 
the severest and most critical jadgment of his 
fellow-men, for not only the fidelity to law, 
but for the exceeding skill with which this 
negotiation has been conducted, and the results 
which have followed. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I fear [ am making too 
serious a matter of this subject. I felt on 
yesterday, in listening to the argument of the 
gentleman who introduced the original resolu- 


tion, that we had been led off into a very grave | 


inquiry rather for his amusement, and to grat- 
ify his appetite for merriment, than for any 
good that was to result, or that has resulted 
to the country or to his own party. I recollect 


a well-known character in our southern liter- | 


ature, Rancey Sniffle by name, who had a 
great faculty for going to musters, elections, 


and other public gatherings, and getting up | 


a general fight, and then standing off and 
enjoying it. How many times has the distin- 
guished gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox, ] 
who seems to have a good deal ot the same 
sort of talent, worried the House into a perfect 
tumult and tempest, and when everybody was 
excited to the highest pitch, turned round and 
made fun of us all to his great amusement and 
evident satisfaction? I thought he rather 


exceeded himself yesterday in this particular. | 


For after he had induced his associates from 
Indiana [Mr. Kerr] and Kentucky [Mr. 


Beck] to work themselves up into a high |! 


state—I had almost said of indignation, cer- 
tainly into a great array of figures, figures of 
rhetoric and logic, as well as of arithmetic— 
he comes forward and turns it allinto ridicule, 
and makes merry over the whole business. He 
discusses what he calls the ‘‘ scindicate,"’ and 
the ‘* Giascuticus,"’ and the ‘* heathen Chi- 
nee,’’ and the ‘‘chameleon,’’ and I know not 
what other agreeable financial topics, greatly 
to his own enjoyment, if not to the amusement 
of the House. 
pin, ‘of credit and renown :”’ 


* Jobn Gilpin had a pleasant wit, 


And loved a timely joke.” 
Although the disinclination to be interrupted | 
and questioned seemed rather to savor of a | 
wit prepense, and of jokes aforethought, still | 


the wit was very good and the jokes were very 


| 
funny. 1 


I do not peeuees sir, to be led off very far 
into grave disquisition, into a fight over a sub- 
ject like this tor the amusement of anybody. 





I was reminded of John Gil- | 


'| currency. 
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We are called upon to discuss, not puns, not 
quips, not quibbles, but a grave and important 
financial operation, one that affects the credit 
and the well-being of our conntry, and espe- 
cially the interests of the tax-payers. We are 
called upon to examine a transaction which 
every man who loves his country, and is proud 
of her good name, and rejoices in her credit, 
will delight to approve and see carried to con- 
summation with such eminent and marked 
success. 

Why, sir, we were told again and again that 
our bonds provided for by the act of 1870 
could never re negotiated, that our loan could 

| not be placed. We were laughed at, ridiculed, 

| derided ; just asin the beginning of the war 

_we used to be ridiculed and laughed at and 

| derided in the same quarter for our efforts to 
suppress the rebellion and to maintain the 
integrity of our Government; just as we used 
to be laughed at in the beginning by reason 
of our financial measures for prosecuting the 
war, derided as unworthy of the nation, as 
measures that would not succeed, as measures 
that would reflect only discredit and dishonor 
and bring ridicule upon the country. Yet we 
tried them, and they did succeed. 

We preserved the integrity of our nation, 
we appealed to our own citizens and to nobody 
else to loan their money to carry on the war. 
We issued our paper with the stamp of the 
United States and the authority of the United 
States upon it, and put it forth to the country 

/ as money and as legal tender for the payment 
of debts. The people of the country took it 
and used it, and it stands to-day confessed by 
everybody the best currency that the people of 
America have ever had. So in this last attempt 
to reduce our bonded debt to a lower rate of 
interest, we have already reduced the interest 


on $200,000,000 at a less cost to the people. 


and the tax-payers than such a loan was ever 
negotiated at before. Let me read a few words 
from the Secretary of the Treasury on this 
point. But first let me remark that the Sec- 
retary, in presenting his official action for our 
consideration, with the utmost frankness, with 
| undisguised candor, told us that he wished 
, Our opinion upon his conduct. If we thought 
he had transcended the authority given him 
by the law, he wished to stop then and there, 
and if we are prepared to allow the funding to 
goon the laws should be amended so as to 
give him such powers as he thought that he 
needed, and we thought that under the present 
| law he did not have. Then 1 quote from his 
|, testimony: 
“Mr. Cox. Then you do not want any further 
legislation ? 
“Mr. Bourwetit. I do not ask for any further 
|| legislation if the committee and Congress think I 
am proceeding properly now. You cannot possibly 
|| negotiate the loan ata less rate than one per cent. 
|| on the five per cent, bonds; one and one half per 
' eent. on the four and a half per cents; and two per 


cent. on the four per cents, unless the business 


through the banks is continued in the way. pointed 
out.’”’ 


And, gentlemen, in face of that statement, 
you have to do one of two things—either 


|| brand the Secretary as guilty of knowing and 


intentional falsehood, or else declare that he 
has acted wisely; that he has conducted a 
negotiation which has saved the Government 
at least $500,000 in expense, compared with 
what it would have been if conducted by other 
, agencies and upon a different basis. 
| It is sometimes supposed, and the argument 
| is made, that the national banks were devised 
as a war measure, and to last only during the 
| war. Such was not the purpose or the opinion 
| of those who passed the law establishing them. 
| They were tobe a great financial system which, 
| among other things, should nationalize our 
They contemplated making these 
| banks agents which could be used with their 
| consent or without their consent, at the peril 
of losing their charters, to carry on such trans- 
actions as the Government might have occasion 
to intrust to agents. Hence Congress forbore 
to provide in the act of July 14, 1870, for the 


| not go beyond the Treasury and its official 





| There was an end of the negotiation. 


——————————— 
i SS 


corners in gold. 
it. Meanwhile, an offer came to the Secretary 


anaes 


on 





employment of the great bankers of 

fort, Amsterdam, Paris, and London as h 
agents to negotiate this loan. No doubt the : 
gentlemen would have been very glad . 
intrusted with this responsibility. No ; he 
they would have cheerfully undertaken ‘the 
work of placing this loan upon the Euro 
market at the rates indicated by the Been = 
of the Treasury. No doubt they would hee 
undertaken, as acertain foreign banking-hous, 
did undertake for many years, to be our finan. 
cial agents abroad; but Congress decided 7 . 
they would use no such agency, that they seal 


Frank. 


‘ 


and the national banks. The result shows that 


thereby they have already saved to the ¢ yun: 
try fully half a million dollars. The homely 
principle of letting well enough alone forbid. 
us to interfere, except by way of approval, 
So thought the Committee of Ways and Means. 
and such is their report. rr 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, it is not my 
purpose to examine the provisions of the law 
which regulates the negotiation of our loans 
and still further is it from my purpose to vin. 
dicate the integrity or the legality or propriety 
of the action of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


| His integrity indeed has not been assailed. "| 


believe that all the gentlemen who have spoken 
upon the pending question admit it, and admit 
it specifically in their examination of this ques- 
tion. I want to bring rapidly to the attention 


| of the House and the country some of the 
| results of the operations of the Secretary of 


the Treasury. Jt was deemed to be desirable 
by Congress, and still more so by the country, 
that the rate of interest, six per cent. in gold, 
upon our bonded debt should be reduced, and 
a law was passed whereby it was hoped that 
this good result might be produced. The See. 
retary of the Treasury was authorized by law 
to issue three classes of bonds, one bearing 
five, one four and a half, and one four per 
cent. In pursuance of that law bonds were 
prepared and put upon the market, and slowly, 
day by day, week by week, month by month, 
subscriptions were made to the highest class 
of bonds, amounting in all to about sixty-five 
million dollars, when the market for them 
seemed to have closed absolutely. There 
was a complete cessation of subscriptions, 
This 
was natural. You could not expect the con- 
stituents of the gentlemen from New York 
who discussed this bill yesterday—I mean all 
the city members who spoke upon it—to come 
forward and voluntarily agree, from motives 


| of patriotism, to accept five per cent. instead 
| of six per cent., hich they were then receiving 


upon the many tens of millions they hold in 
Government bonds. It was perhaps too much 


| to expect from the patiotism of any man, and 


certainly from any set of men whose business 
is dealing in stocks and bonds and making 
Certain it is they did not de 


of the Treasury from the syndicate to take the 


_ whole of the five per cent. bonds then upon 


the market, to wit, $135,000,000. ‘The Secre- 
tary, however, did not accept it withouta qual- 
ification. He determined to test the question 
whether the change so desirable for the Gov- 


| ernment was not also a fair one for the Amer- 
ican bondholders. 


He therefore gave to the 
syndicate all the remainder of the $200,000,000 
that had been offered save $50,000,000, the 
right to take which he reserved to the national 
banks of the country. Now, did these banks 
let the syndicate take the whole $200,000,000? 
Did they find the bargain an oppressive one? 
No, sir; they had not voluntarily come for- 
ward to make the exchange, but when tuey 
found that if they did not take the five per 
cents others would, they promptly stepped in 
and accepted the option, availed themselves 
of it, and took the $50,000,000 of bonds 
open to them. This done, the remainder, 
$85,000,000, were sold to the syndieate. 

An attempt has been made to prove that 








cy’ 


18 


those ‘ 
painin 
which! 
sng tue 
‘4 riall 
the Ur 
{10n, Ww 
What 
for bo 
must | 
embal 
try. u 
pring 
if the’ 
est On 
dead | 
ment 
depo: 
gent 
creta 
publi 
old | 
How 
whic 
tend 
the 
ing t 
time 
“T 
to d 
in tl 
that 
that 
deb 
dee 
The 
tral 
ma 
hee 
me 








aU, 
ind 
hat 
ec- 
aw 
ing 
per 
ere 
ly, 
th, 
ASS 
ive 
om 
pre 
Ns, 
his 
yn- 
rk 
all 
ne 


ad 
ng 


in 


nd 


in 
ag 
is 


I, 


at 


1872. 





those who took them made more than the re- 
aining part of the one half of one per cent. 
, hich he law authorized to be expended in plac- 
- etheloan. 1 have, however, heard noattempt, 
certainly nO successful attempt, to show that 
.he Government lost anything by the transac- 
on, whatever the purchasers may have made. 
What was it to do with the money it received 
fr bonds? Had they been sold for gold it 
nest have kept it dead in the ‘Treasury, to the 
embarrassment of the commerce of the coun- 
try, until notice should be given to holders to 
pring in certain bonds for redemption, and that 
{they were not broughtin by a given date inter- 
est on them would cease ; and it would have lain 
dead in the Treasury, Oras, so far as the Govern- 
ment was concerned, it did in the vaults of the 
depositories to which it was confided. Oh, yes, 
contiemen say, but the law prohibited the Sec- 
cretary of the ‘l'reasury from increasing the 
ublic debt by issuing a new bond before an 
old one of like amount had been canceled. 
How could he issue one bond for money with 
which to redeem another, by the voluntary 
tender of the owner, or by the calling in of 
the bond, without for the time being increas- 
ing the debt? The two must coexist for some 
time, and during this term the bonded debt 
was increased. 

There is said to be a science of ‘* how not 
to do it,” and our friends on the other side, 
in the course of their discussion, have shown 
that their system is founded on that science ; 
that they wished it to be lawful to refund the 
debt at a lower rate of interest, but that they 
deemed it improper that it should be done. 
They want a prohibitory law which shall be so 
framed that anybody may sell and everybody 
may dtink*as much as they please. 
heard the desires for such laws, and the argu- 


ments of the gentlemen from New York pre- 


sent such a case. 

Now, let us see what experience applicable 
to this matter teaches. ‘he gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Cox] says that the Secretary 
of the Treasury made a contract with the syn- 
dicate, made a contract with people that he 
did not know. Why, sir, if this was improper, 


let us put a provisoin the funding bill providing | 


that the Secretary of the Treasury and his 
agents shall not sella bond to anybody that shall 
not have been personally introduced to him 
with a certificate of good character. During 
the war were the bonds sold only to the inti- 
mate personal acquaintances of the Secretary 
of the Treasury? Was ever so preposterous a 
suggestion offered as that a great Government, 
wanting to reduce the interest’on its loans, 
should deal only with the personal acquaint- 
ance of the members of the Administration? 
Yet, if the argument of the gentleman is good 
for anything, it is good for all of that. 

When we were forced to issue bonds—and | 
had the honor of being here then with the gen- 
tleman from New York, [ Mr. Cox}—when our 
bonds were first required by the exigencies of 
the rebellion, with which the Republican party 
did not sympathize, and in the suppressiou of 


rebellion but the Democratic party, and bring 
it to its winding-sheet and cooling-board, the 
absurdity of such a suggestion would have 
provoked universal ridicuie. How were they 
floated? The national banks, or the banking 
institutions of the country, were made agents 
for their sale. Did they go?. No; men who 
held the floating debt of the Government 
would take bonds in payment, because they 
were assured of their interest, and had a col- 
lateral which even 
would enable them in some cities to borrow 
money. But the banks did not succeed in sell- 
lng any considerable amount. As agencies, 
they could not provide for the daily exigencies 
of the Government. 

It was found that without machinery, with- 
Out active, trusted, and efficient agents, with- 
out cunfiding the business to men whom the 
Secretary of the Treasury might possibly not 


1 have | 


recognize as personal friends, the bonds could 
not be sold. 


Salmon P. Chase, stating 


That agency, sir, did 


That chapter of experience, together with 


the fact that the new five per cents had ceased 
to find a market until 


it was discovered the 


| Secretary had a bidder for all he would sell, 


' tives from the city of New York, w 


in those doubtful days | 


| before I close. 


and that our own people then rushed forward 


in hot and indiscriminate haste to get as many 


as they could, proves the wisdom of the Sec- 


retary of the Treasury in dealing withthe syn- 
dicate, and the necessity of leaving him a 
reasonable range of discretion—a wider one, I 
would say, than is provided in the existing law 
for the management of the balance of our debt. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, let me ask my Demo- 
cratic friends, and especially the Representa- 
fat their 
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Accordingly, aman whose name || His terms are too moderate. 
appears in connection with the syndicate, Mr. 
Jay Cooke, was employed as principal agent, 
with ample power to engage others, and I 
have seen the written contract or letter of 
instruction sent by the then Secretary of the 
Treasury, Hon. 
that not over ten thousand dollars could be 
expended in advertising the loan; and I have 
also seen a copy of the reply to it, which was 
that over three hundred thousand doilars had 
already been expended in advertising and pop- 
ularizing the new loan. i 
float the loan, did popularize it, did lead our 
capitalists to embark their thousands and their 
hundreds of thousands, and our corporations 
to invest their hundreds of thousands and their 
millions of dollars in the six per cent. bonds. 
It also induced the capital of Germany to flow 
in upon us and invigorate the country’s credit 

| and the industrial pursuits of the people. It 
made the Administration strong, and gave the 
nerve which adequate appointments always 
give to the commander of an army charged 
with great business on the bloody field of 
battle. 


gentleman ! 
wedding in New York which gave me the im 
pression that the gentleman’s associates there, 
if they did not know the bad effect of largesses 
upon the country’s credit, did know their 
happy influence on the fortunes of the gener 
ous giver. 
read of diamonds, emeralds, rubies, and every 
other species of precious brilliants; of sets of 
silver and sets of gold; of laces and silks of 
untold fineness; and, as with dimmed eye | 
came to the broader black letter at the bot- 
tom, I read the infamous intimation that these 
things were sent to the happy young couple by 


~I 
~I 
—_ 


In this I think the gentleman mistakes. 


I think I shall 


| show you that some of the management of our 
public funds has been marked not only by 
blunders that were crimes, but by crimes that 
were blunders; and I think I shall show you 
that until within six months his immediate 
political associates have been guilty of both 
the blunders and crimes. 


lie then says: 


“Three of these I enumerate: first, inereased 


taxation continued without reason, to the absorp 
tion of both energy and resources.”’ 


Did William M. Tweed and Hon. Mike 


Norton do anything which increased taxation 
without reason and absorbed both energy und 
resources? | 
question; the country will answer it. 
gentleman continued: 


need not halt to that 


Lhe 


answer 


** Second, inequality in the distribution of the for- 


tunes of the people, not only by unjust taxation, but 
by the special enrichment of favorites with largesses, 
as in the case of the syndicate.” 


Listen to the virtuous indignation of the 
Sir, I once read an account of a 


In the account of that wedding | 


people to whom the head of a gang of thieves 


had from time to time distributed a portion of 
the swag they had stolen, and that they were 
only returning a small per cent. of the largesses 


which Tammany so freely distributed to the 


detriment of the credit of the American peo- 


criticism upon the management of the Treasury || ple as well as of the American nation. I 


would have been had the Secretary refused 


to treat with the syndicate, and continued to | 
pay six per cent. on $135,000,000 of bonds | 


with an offer before him to take the whole 
amount at five per cent. ? What answer would 


it have been to their criticisms for the Secre-,| 


tary to have said, ‘‘l found among lawyers a 
question on which there was a divergence of 


| opinion on an immaterial point of the law; 


and IJ felt it better to pay six per cent. on 
$135,000,000 than to reduce the interest thereon 
to five per cent. till Congress should construe 
that immaterial provision of the law?’’ Sir, 
they would have made the country ring with 


| the story that the Secretary of the Treasury, 


rather than reduce the interest of the bonds in 
the hands of his pets, had, on a mere flimsy, 


| idle pretext gone on paying them six per cent., 


while the most eminent bankers of Europe 
were clamoring for the bonds at five per cent. 
That would have been their just criticism 
to-day ; and it would have been a telling one. 


\| 


| 


| 


| any sense. 


But even among their own people they cannot | 


find law or shadow of law sufficient to justify 


| such criticisms, such animadversions, as they 
which it had to suppress not only the armed 


have made in this Hall. 

I am a little amused at the source from 
which this demand for the investigation of this 
transaction came, and at the wonderful expres- 
sion of purity that fell yesterday from the gen- 
tleman from New York, [ Mr. Cox, } the author 
of the resolution. 
or two of the gentleman’s speech. 1 do not 
see him in his seat; I hope he will come in 
How his soul recoils from 
favoritism and extravagance! He tells us in 
that beautiful manner in which he so fre- 
quently imparts wisdom to us that— 


' 


i! tien 


| 


I have marked a passage | 


agree to the abstract propositions of the gen 


tlemen, but I should have been more pleased 
to hear them from one who had not presided 
at the convention which had nominated Hon. 
Mike Norton, William M. Tweed’s lieutenant 
general, for the senate of New York. 

Mr. COX. Will the honorable gentleman 
yield to me? 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COX. I thank the gentleman for a 
courtesy which [ did not extend to him yes- 
terday. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
head. 

Mr. COX. 
New York 


because I 


I put a coal of fire on your 


All the gentleman says about 
politics 1 do not intend to answer, 
am not responsible for them in 

The only time I presided at a 
meeting in New York to which the gentleman 
refers was a judicial convention; and I went 
there for the purpose of nominating three 
judges from my own immediate ward, one of 
whom, Judge Daly, was nominated by the 
gentleman’s own party ; and in that conven- 
I made the statement that unless our 
party purified itself it would be unworthy of 
public confidence. When afterward | made 
a speech in New York, the only other speech 
I made, when Mr. Norton was the candidate 
for senator in my district—I have that speech 
in my desk—I made this remark, and it will 
justify me before honest people, and with the 
gentleman, who is one: I said [ could not stand 


|| before that people without condemning the 


‘The historian, in comparing the skillful manage- | 


ment of the funds of other nations with our own, 
will only cease to wonder at the contempt of the 
world for our credit, when he reads the history of 
our fiscal administration. With an estimated wealth 


| of thirty-five thousand millions, an unequaled pre- 
cious public domain, and resources of industry and 
|| immigration beyond the extravagance of speech, the 


|| only by blunders,’’ 


|| pointed by Democrats. 


; y °y ‘ . . > . . o> : t , i 
| management of our public funds bas been marked || hope the bad conduct, the aces ion, if you 


mode by which Mr. Sands had placed the 
bonds of New York upon the market, by 
which he made $75,000; that I must condemy 
aud denounce it because I expected to go 
to Washington as their Representative aud 
denounce the syndicate. 

Mr. RANDALL. Is Sands a Republican 
or Democrat? 

Mr. COX. He was a Republican, but ap 
No matter for that; L 


please, of the men who managed the city of 
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New York to the humiliation of our party, 
shall not have justification in the House of 
Representatives on an occasion like this. 

Mr. KELLEY. 1am very glad I alluded to 
the subject, and I cheerfully yielded to the 
gentieman from New York, but feel compelled 
to ask him another question, because | have 
been impressed by finding it very frequently 
stated in the public prints, that the gentleman 
not only presided at the convention which nom- 
inated Mr. Norton, but spoke for him in the 
canvass, and was known as the friend of Mr. 
‘l weed in his canvass. 

Mr.COX. ILdid not preside at the conven- 
tion which nominated Mr. Norton, I was in 
California atthe time. I did not speak for 
Mr. ‘Tweed at any time. The only speech | 
made was the one I have referred to, in which 
i told the people they must reform the city 
government, 

Mr. KELLEY. Was that at a meeting to 
ratify the convention of Mike Norton, as he is 
called? 

Mr. COX. That was at a meeting where I 
addressed my own friends in behalf of the puri- 
fication of my own party. And 1 demand of 
gentlemen on the other side to do for their 

variy what | have endeavored to do for mine. 

Mr. KELLEY. I am glad that the gen- 
tleman is fairly before the country, and that 
he admits that he did go to ameeting to ratify 
the nomination of Mike Norton, and pleaded 
with his people to send that eminent reformer 
and distinguished foe to largessesto the Senate 
in order that he might relorm the city and 
State of New York. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Michael Nor- 
ton, whoever he may be, and the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania does not know him—— 

Mr. KELLEY. Not personally, but only 
so far as | have heard him spoken of. 

Mr, COX. As to Mr. Michael Norton, so 
far as 1 know hisrecord, he presented the only | 
bill for a reform charter for New York in the 


senate, which was carried against him by the || pion, among the distinguished and respected 


Republicans who were purchased up in the 
enate, and bought, too, with money. 

Mr. KELLEY. I resume the floor. 

Mr. COX. I think it is time. 

Mr. KELLEY. 1 take another point. I | 
will not pause to ask the gentleman who bought 


the Republicans, but 1 will assure the country || 


that they were bought with a small largess from 

the moueys stolen by Tweed, Norton & Co. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. They were cheap men. 
Mr. KELLEY. Oh, no; that is not neces- 

sarily thecase. ‘The man thatsteals $20,000,000 


H. 


| its credit and its resources? 


| mean to 


tute the name of Nathaniel wherever I have 
used the other name. God forbid I should do 
an honest man, as I believe Mr. Mahlon H. 
Sands to be, the injustice of mixing him up in 


the company of such men as I am now dis: | 


cussing. My question is, what has been done 
to Nathaniel Sands? 

Does not all Europe know, and when you go 
there to sell bonds are you not reminded of 
the fact, that certain men stole a railroad from 
the Erie Company, and that with that larceny 
and those perpetrated in the city of New York 
by Tweed, Norton, and their associates, they 
proposed to capture the country, and to steal 
Foreign bankers 
also know, sir, the personal purity of my friend 
from New York, [Mr. Cox,] and I do not 
assail or as much as intimate an 
assault upon him. He is, in his personal 
character, as pure as any man I have met in 
my eleven years of congressional life. But he 
is a partisan, a devoted friend, and a grateful 
man. And they know that he, with all his 


purity of character, was not with the commit- | 


tee of fifty, was not with the committee of 
seventy, was not in the reform meetings of 
citizens, but that he was at the meeting which 
ratified the nomination of Mike Norton, plead- 
ing with those who loved him to send Norton 
back to purify the senate of New York, and 
reform Erie frauds and the municipal affairs 
of the metropolis of the country. 

Sir, there is no act on the part of the pres- 
ent President of the United States or any of 
his Cabinet ministers; no, sir, nor do all 
the defalcations that have taken place under 
him, or that have been alleged to have taken 
place, so affected the credit of corporations, 
municipal and others, of States, and of the 
United States, as the acts of the gentleman’s 


| associates, for whose reélection he pleaded, and 


of whose cause he stood, [ was going to say, 
almost single-handed and alone, the cham- 


ciuzens of New York. And that fresh from 
Tammany, fresh from the rostrum where he 


_ advocated the renomination of Mike Norton, 


he should come here to tell the country that 
its honor or its integrity or its public faith had 
been assailed by reducing the interest on 
$200,000,000 of its debt from six per cent. to 


| five per cent. seemed to me to be the supreme 


joke of his life; so funny, so characteristic, 


so deserving of world wide enjoyment, that 


by a grab or two can afford to buy a pretty || 


high: priced man, as politicians go. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman said it 
was a cheap purchase. 
Mr. KELLEY. I have not yielded to the 


gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. ELpripGe. ] 
Now, what reason didthe gentleman give for 
condemning, not Tweed, not Norton, not the 
ring, not ‘Tammany, but Mahlon H. Sands? 
The gentleman said, ‘* But I have to do this; 
and [ can imagine the earnest manner with 
which he waved his extended forefinger as he 
said, ‘* I have to denounce Mahion H. Sands; 
[ do not like to doit; 1 hope he won't be 
punished, bat how can I attack the syndicate, 
if | have not thrown some mud at Sands ?”’ 

Mr. ELY. Let me correct the gentleman. 

Mr. KELLEY. I decline to yield for any 
further interruption. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman has got hold of 
the wrong man. 

Mr. KELLEY. Now, I follow it up by ask- || 
ing this: has Mahlon H. Sands refunded the 
$76,000 whigh the gentleman has spoken of? | 
Has Tammany prosecuted him for it? Is the 
Government making any effort to force him to 
disgorge his plunder? But | correct myself; || 
I should have said ** Nathaniel’’ Sands instead | 
of ** Mahlon H.”’ 


Mr. COX. Why did you not say that || 
before? 
Mr. KELLEY. I begthe pardon of Mahlon | 


[ felt constrained to take this opportunity of 
bringing the few facts to which | have referred 
into pretty close juxtaposition in the.columns 
of the Globe. 

Mr. DAWES. I now propose to call the 
previous question, but before doing so I with- 


| draw the motion to recommit and then call the 
| previous question. 


Mr. KERR. I hope the gentleman will now 
allow us to offer as an ameudment the resolu- 
tion which I had read yesterday. 

Mr. DAWES. 
the custody of the majority of the House, and 
I feel it necessary to insist upon it. 

Mr. KERR. All we desire is that the reso- 


| lution shall be before the House to be voted 


upon. 

Mr. DAWES. I understand my friend’s 
resolution to be equivalent to a negative of 
mine, and voting for or against the resolution 
which I have offered will be equivalent to 
voting for or against his. 

Mr. KERR. No sir; our resolution is not 
a mere negative of the resolution of the ma- 
jority of the committee; it is qualified. I 
think we are entitled to have a vote upon it, 


| and | hope the gentleman will not refuse to let 


it be offered as a substitute for the resolution 
of the majority. 
Mr. DAWES. I call the previous question. 
Mr. COX. I rise to a point of order. I 
do it with some reluctance. I know that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, Ler. Dawes, ] 
according to the Globe, made his motion to 


The previous question is in | 


i] 
| 
| 


\| 
| 


| 





| 
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Sands, and hope the reporters will substi- || recommit so as to cut off all am 


|| except 





| 
i 
| 








Febru 


ary |, 


endments 
which I understand is the ruling of the Chai” 


but I state to the House and to the air: 


, Speaker, 
upon my honor asa member of this Honep 
that I offered my amendment as a substitut. 

Stitute 


for the resolution of the majority of 
committee before the motion to recommit 
made. 


The SPEAKER. Thatcould not haye ja, h 


' 
the 


Was 


|, done—the gentleman must be mistaken—anleg, 


the gentleman from Massachusetts had ene. 
rendered the floor. The gentleman from Mas. 
sacbusetts holding the floor, the gentleman 
from New York indicated his amendment, }y; 
of course, he could not have the amendment 


| considered as pending unless by the consen; 


of the gentleman who had the parliamentary 
right to the floor. In point of time the Chair 
is aware that the amendment was indicated 
before the motion to recommit was made. | 

Mr. COX. With all respect to the Chaiy. 


| and to the gentleman from Massachusetts, | 


remember distinctly that after he made hig 
presentation of the case I arose in my gegt 
and offered this resolution, being a little guy. 
prised that my friends on this side of the 
House had not offered something in place of 
the majority resolution. I did not intend to 


| offer my resolution unless they failed to do go, 
|The gentleman from Massachusetts at that 


He was not on the floor 
constructively. My resolution was 
offered in good faith and as a test of the ques- 
tion which this House should determine, but] 


time was in his seat. 


| would willingly withdraw my resolution. 


I now ask the gentleman from Massachu. 
setis, in view of my statement on my veracity 
as a member of this House, believing that | 
offered it before he moved to reecowmit, to 
allow an expression of the House in favor of 
an amendment to his resolution, such ag has 


| been proposed bythe minority of the commit: 


tee. It is due to the minority of the comunit- 
tee, due to this side of the House, due to the 
importance of the subject. I merely ask, as 
a matter of justice to this side of the House, 
that we may vote our sentiments. 

Mr. DAWES. I donotthink any advantage 
can possibly be taken in this proceeding. it 
was my intention, when I rose, to make the 
motion I did for a purpose which is apparent. 
I did it openly and above board in the House, 
It is the custom, and | think a very good one. 
This is a simple proposition. Upon this prop- 
Osition it is the desire of the committee to have 
the judgment of the House, and upon this 
only. ‘this is what was referred to the com- 
mittee to consider, and they have abstained 
entirely from bringing in any other matter ex- 
cepting the question of the legality of the pro- 
ceeding. Those who do not think it legal, will 
of course vote against our resolution. ‘Those 
who think it was legal will vote for it. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. And those 
who think it ought not to be done again, how 
will they vote? 

Mr. DAWES. If they think there is any 
danger of its being done again, they can bring 
in a bill to prevent its beingdone ayain. I do 
not know that there is any danger of its being 
done again, but I commend to the gentleman 
his power as a legislator. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs leave to 
remark that of course this question will ulti- 
mately be decided bythe House. If the House 
desire to entertain either the amendment ol 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] or 
the amendment of the gentleman from Indi- 
ana, [ Mr. Kerr, ] it will indicate that desire by 
refusing to second the demand for the previous 
question. 

Mr. KERR, I hope the previous question 
will not be seconded, but that I may be allowed 
an opportunity to offer on behalf of the minor- 
ity of the members of the Committee of Ways 
and Means the resolution | have indicated. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the 
resolution reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means; also the resolution which the gea- 
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save offered, and the resolution which the 


otleman from Indiana [Mr. Kerr] desires 
gents 


% offer. . 

The Clerk read the resolution of the com- 
wittee, a8 follows: 

" pesolved, That in the opinion of this House the 
Secre\wyed by the act of July 14, 1870, has neither 
auvvased the bonded debt nor incurred an expendi- 


ture contrary to law. 


read, as follows: 
pesolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 


», instructed to report the bill before them probibit- 


- all commissions, deductions, or compensation of 
»y kind to any person for the sale, negotiation, and 
avy? 


osevange of United States securities, and prohibit- 


g the employment of any agent except a proper | 


acer of the Treasury Department for such sale, 
ogutiation, and exchange. 


The resolution proposed by Mr. Kerr was 


read, as follows: 


Resolved, That in the opinion of the House the | 


coeretary of the Treasury, in negotiating the loan 


authorized by the act of July 14, 1870, has increased 
‘ye bonded debt morethan was necessary or proper, 
ind has incurred expenditures contrary to law. 

The question was upon seconding the pre- 
yious quesuion. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. Dawes and 
Vr. Cox were appointed. 

[he House divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 86, noes 76. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was then ordered, 


EDUCATIONAL FUND, 


Mr. HOAR. I ask unanimous consent that | 


House bill No. 1043, to establish an educational 
fund, and apply the proceeds of the public 
lands to the education of the people, which has 
been assigned to Friday and Tuesday next, 
may be again printed, with the pending amend- 
ments, as the number already printed are all 
Fone, 

: Mr. McNEELY. Will that include the 
printing of the substitute indicated by the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. McIntyre] the 
other day? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair apprehends that 
it might include any amendment that may be 
indicated during to-day. 

Mr. McNEELY. IL ask that it shallinclude 
that amendment. 

No objection was made; and the order was 
made accordingly. 

Mr. KING. 1 ask that there be printed with 
the educational bill a substitute which I desire 
to offer. 

No objection was made; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

IMPROVEMENT OF ILARBORS. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask unani- 
mous consent to submit for adoption at this 
lime the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to forward to this Llouse the last report of Captain 
G. L. Gillespie, of the engineer bureau, in regard to 


the improvement of the harbors of Sandusky and 
Ashtabula, on Lake Erie. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. LIask the gentleman 
to include the harbor of Waukegan, Lilinois. 
_ Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no ob- 
jection. 

The resolution, as modified, was adopted. 


NEGOTIATION OF LOAN. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolution reported from the Committee of 
Ways and Means in relation to the negotiation 
of the loan authorized by act of July, 1870. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, I recognize 
the weariness of the House over this debate. 
Nothing would induce me at this late period 
of the discussion to thrust myself upon the 
House were it possible for me to avoid it. 
Nothing would justify it but the gravity of 


the questions involved and the serious conse- | 


quences attending upon the vote which the 
fouse is about to give. I cannot conceive of 
anything about which a nation ought to be so 
sensitive as its public credit. Whatever touches 


iry of the Treasury, in negotiating the loan | 


The resolution proposed by Mr. Cox was 


the official integrity of its financial officers in | 
negotiations which involve the credit of the | 
nation at home and abroad should be dis- 
cussed deliberately and dispassionately. And 
so far as it may be in my power, the little which 
I can say, after the able manner in which this 
subject has been already treated by my asso- 
ciates on the Committee of Ways and Means 
and others, shall be uttered without rhetoric 
or vituperation. 

There are two counts to the indictment of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. They are, that 
in negotiating the loan authorized by the act 
of July 14, 1870, *‘ in defiance of law’’—I use 
the mild phraseology of the resolution—‘*in 
defiance of law,’’ the Secretary has increased 
the public debt, and has incurred an expendi 
ture not authorized by law. ‘The approval by 
Congress of that proposition would not only 
strike with amazement the country, but al! 
nations who have interested themselves in the 
credit of the United States or who regard its 
|| financial condition, and it should therefore call 
| for the gravest consideration. A decision by 
| the House that the Secretary of the Treasury 
'| had negotiated $200,000,000 of her bonds in 
| defiance of law would be to strike a blow at 
‘| her credit which not all the armed rebellion 
| of four years and the staggering weight of 

obligations that it brought upon our shoulders 
|| was ever able to do; and therefore it is only 
upon clear proof and inevitable necessity that 
|| this House of Representatives will enter up 
| such a judgment. 

What, Mr. Speaker, is the ground of such 
an accusation? I take the first count. Why 
is it that my friend from New York [Mr. Cox] 
stands up in his place here and makes the ac- 
cusation that the Secretary of the Treasury in 
defiance of law has increa-ed the bonded debt 

| of the nation? It is because the law of July 
14, 1870, which authorized the issue of some 
fifieen hundred miilions of bonds of the Uui- 
ted States, bearing different rates of interest 
and different times to run, bonds to be issued 
for the sole purpose of taking up with the 
proceeds thereof the five-twenty bonds of the 

| United States, contains this clause: 


| 


| in force shall be construed to authorize any increase 
|| whatsoever of the bonded debt of the United States.” 
Overlooking all other provisions of the law, 
| forgetting the purpose for which it was enacted 
| and the machinery which it set in motion, and 
| which it authorized and required the Secretary 
|| to avail himself of, in carrying out its provis-* 
| ions, he sticks in the letter of these words and 
| reaffirms in this debate his original resolution 
| that they are unqualified, that beyond them 
|| the Secretary cannot go or look, but by them 
|| in their literal construction and meaning he 
'| must stand. The gentleman from New York 
| says that inasmuch as the Secretary sold 
| cone worth of bonds, and obtained 
| the proceeds before he purchased any corre- 
sponding number of the bonds of the United 
| States, he thereby increased the public debt 
| to the amount of $200,000,000 in defiance of 
| law. 


| 
| 
| 





| 
| 


| enacted for carrying out that purpose, having 
} the same sanction and authority of law as 
|| the paragraph I have read, the gentleman is 
| called upon to say, and fails to respond to 
| the inquiry, how shall the Secretary, if the 
| gentleman’s construction of this law be true, 
j 
| 


fulfill this other provision of the law, which he | 


is required to fulfill: that he shall first sell at 
| par these bonds, and with the ae there- 
|| of buy in the five twenty bonds? Evidently, 
|| Mr. Speaker, the construction which the gen- 
|| tleman from New York puts upon the first 
| paragraph is utterly inconsistent with the ability 
|| on the part of the Secretary to carry out the 
|| second paragraph. One or the other provis: 
|| ion must yield ; and has it not occurred to my 
| friend from New York that this is not the first 





‘* But nothing in this act or in any other law now |! 


|| Now, sir, lookinginto the purpose of this law, | 
{| and into the machinery which the law itself has | 


| time that apparent conflict in phraseology has ,, when the work is done 
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been reconciled according to established prin- 
ciples? Surely he must be aware that in the 
light of a long line of judicial decisions never 
controverted, and in accordance with princi- 
ples established in every court in the land, 
there is a way to expound and construe a 
statute so as to give meaning to all its parts, 
and thereby carry out its manifest purpose 
and object. 

My friend seems to have forgotten all this 
method of proceeding. He forgets that the 
elementary works upon the construction of 
statutes, and the decisions of the courts upon 
the game subject, have told him what he 

hould do; that he should look into the body 
of the statute, and to its manifest purpose, 
and see whether the construction which he 
proposes to put upon any particular para 

graph is in conflict with the body of the act, is 
in contlict with its purpose and object, and 
will thwart the end for which it is enacted, 
and if he finds it so, to turn back to his con- 
flicting phraseology and apply to it the rules 
of common sense to ascertain whether by the 
help of common sense he may not be able to 
make all parts of the law harmonious, so that 
all its provisions may be carried out. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I would like to ask the 
gentleman a single question: whether a note 
or bond sold upon three months’ credit for its 
face without reckoning the interest, can be 
considered as having been sold at par under 
any construction of any statute ? 

Mr. DAWES. Well, Mr. Speaker, as that 
question has no referenceto what | am saying, 
1 do not think it worth while fur me tu answer 
it at th's time, with all due regard to my friend 
trom Wisconsin, [ Mr. MLpRIDGE. } 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 1 would like very much 
to know the gentleman’s opinion on that point. 

Mr. DAWES. I call the attention of my 
friend from Wisconsin to what the elementary 
books say on this subject. Dwarris on Stat- 
utes suggests to him what he should do under 
such circumstances: 

‘““When words per se are repugnant and very 
absurd, what is necessary may be supplied by rea- 
sonable intendment and good construction; but it 
must be supplied from the body of the act.”’ 

Again : 

‘“* Where a sense can be added, the addition must 
be a necessary implication from the words there 
used in order to give them sensible meaning and 
effect. ”’ 

And Judge Story says: 

“*Words conflicting with each other, where dif- 
ferent clauses of an act bear on each otherand would 
be inconsistent unless the natural and common im- 
port of the words be varied, construction becomes 
necessary, and departure from the obvious meaning 
of the words is justifiable.” 

And, sir, while my friend was uttering these 
words yesterday, saying it was impossible for 
us to go beyond this phrase, the New York 
papers were bringing to us a decision of the 
court of appeals of New York, announced 
within a day or two, on conflicting phraseology 
in the constitution of that State, in which that 

| court uses nearly the same words: 


“We conceive the whole article must be read 
together, that each must be read to act in harmony 
with each part, that where there is aconflict that 
which provides for contingency must be held to be 
subservient to those which provide for general pur- 
poses and for an event sure to occur.” 

There never was any conflict about this. 
There never were any two opinions among law- 
yers about the rule of law, and my friend will 
pardon me for sayingif he had paid less atten- 
tion to childish prattle over words of his own 
invention yesterday, and looked into the plain- 
est principles of law, he would have found less 
difficulty in coming to aconclusion in refer- 
ence to the course of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. When the Secretary found he was 

| required first to sell these Boece: and from the 
proceeds to purchase in five-twenty bonds, he 
turned to the provision in which my friend 
sticks, and he said the obvious purpose is, 
‘* During the process of refunding the debt lam 
to use the machinery provided for in this act, 
Site prohibited from and 
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increasing the public debt in any manner.”’ It 
itary prohibition preventing him from 
using the proceeds of these bonds for any other 


WAS A SH 


Z 

irpose than funding anexistingdebt. It was 
aw declaration that in this loan we were not 
borrowers, but were funding an existing debt 


a lower rate of interest, thereby strength- 
ig our credit and relieving our burdens. 
e words of the statute thus construed carry 
ain aud palpable purpose for which 


acted, according to the plainest prin- 


ciples of coustruction ot law which have been 
idhered to by every court which claims the 
ime of a court in the United States or in 


Great Britain. 

ir, | care to say in reference to 
this part of the indictment, except to say that 
the learned lawyers on the other side of the 
House, the gentleman from Kentucky, [ Mr. 
seek, | and thi eman from Indiana, | Mr. 


Phat is all, 


? 


Keen, | deserted my distinguished friend from 
New York, admitting that it was absolutely 
1e rt Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
to put this construction on the act if he car- 
ried out its provisions, with the saving clause 
of the distinguished gentleman from Kentucky, 
| Mr. Beck,| who id he was authorized by 


these provisions and in 
temporarily to increase the public 
debt, and he thought only he had been too 
long in the process, and had in that way vio- 

My friend is 
answered by his friends on the other side, my 
colleagues on the committee. 

Mr. COX rose. 

Mr. DAWES. 
of my hour. 

Mr. COX. Ithink you have mistaken the 
position of my friend from Kentucky. 

Mr. DAWES. The gentleman trom Ken- 
tucky says | have not. 

Mr. COX. Le does not say all you did. 
One more remark. 
Mr. DAWES. 

my hour. 

Mr. COX. Of course not. Let me ask him, 
what is a temporary increase of the public 
debt? Is it for three months, or for what 
other time? 

Mr. DAWES. Whatis temporary? So far 
as itis necessary to carry out all other provis- 
ions of the | 
bonds and purchasing in the others as rapidly 
as the good of the country and the require- 
ments of the statute imposed on him that werk, 
he has done his duty, and fulfilled not only all 


tue to carry ol 
uit t ) Ss 


luted the provisions of the law. 


I cannot yield any portion 


[f you will not limit me to 


uw during the process of selling the | 


requirements of Jaw but all exactions of duty 


at his hand. 

‘The next count in the indictment is that he 
has increased the expenses of funding this 
debt. It is not claimed he has taken any 


more of the public money appropriated for | 


the expense than the law authorized him to 
do. it is not claimed in thié regard he has 
exceeded the one half of one per cent. upon 
the $200,000,000 in placing this loan. But 
it is claimed that by the machinery he used 
to carry it out, those who availed themselves 
of that machinery have themselves, as inci- 
dents thereto, made more than this one half 
of one per cent. out of the operation, and by 


& sort of non sequitur they say that because | 


these men have thereby made this money, it 
follows that the Secretary has paid that sum 


out of the funds appropriated for expenditure | 


beyond the amountof one half of one percent. 


It would be quite unnecessary to go beyond the | 
bare statement of fact that it is admitted by | 
the accusers of the Secretary that he has taken | 
of the money set apart, which was one half of | 


one per cent. on $1,500,000,000 or $7,500,000, 
only one half of one per cent. on the $200,- 
000,000, and that is all he has taken. 
admitted. ‘* Why is it,’’ they have said, ‘‘ that 
these men who took the bonds of the United 
States through the machinery provided by 
the laws of the United States, were enabled 


That is | 


so to work that machinery themselves in con- | 
formity with the law that they have realized a |; 


| a time. 


| to financial circles must be adopted, or this |; 


| ated it. 
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| 
profit therefrom beyond this one half of one | 
per cent.?’’ It is, sir, because the Secretary || 
of the Treasury permitted the proceeds of his || 
$200,000,000 of bonds to rest in the public 
depositories of the United States until by law 
he could appropriate them to the redemption | 
of the five-twenties. 

The same statute which my distinguished 
friend from New York has taken under his 
special care, provides that the proceeds of these 
bonds shall be appropriated to no other pur- 
pose than the redemption of the five twenties. 
They do not, therefore, come into the general 
Treasury. ‘They cannot be used for the cur- 
rent expenses; they cannot be used for the 
redemption of any other bonds, or to pay any | 
indebtedness of the United States; but they 
are set apart for the sole purpose of redeeming | 
the five-twenties. The same statute also re- 
quires that the Secretary shall give the holder 
of the five-twenties three months’ notice before 
he shall compel him to surrender his bonds. | 
Now, take the steps which the law requires of 
the Secretary: first, to sell five per cent. 
bonds and take the cash therefor; next, to 
give notice to the holder of the five-twenties 
that in three months he must surrender his 
bonds or lose his interest. Then it will 
take him three months from the time he has 
this money until the day when the bond is 
redeemed before he can redeem that bond. | 
That is the statute as plain as language can 
make it. Now, sir, what shall he do with this 
$200,000,000? He cannot put it in the general || 
Treasury. He could notif he tried. There is 
not power enough in the Government to take | 
two hundred millions of gold and lock it liter- 
ally in the Treasury of the United States here | 
in Washington. ‘The whole business of the | 
country would be so convulsed that revolution 
in trade would have overtaken and dissipated it 
before it reached the Treasury of the United 
States if he had attempted it. A locking up or | 
attempt to lock up $15,000,000 in the city of 
New York produced “‘black Friday.’’ Two hun- 
dred millions in no country in the world can be 
taken in a single month out ofthe business of 
a country and locked upand held in any finan- 
cial treasury oa the earth for three months. 
It was a literal impossibility for the Secretary 
to do any such thing. 

Has the Government, then, provided any 
machinery by which he can get along with 
this matter? He has but to look into the law, | 
and he finds that though we established sub- | 
Treasuries in 1846 in four or five principal 
cities of the country, into which the moneys of 
the United States would be locked up until | 
they were used, when the war came on we | 
were obliged to use money by fifty millions at | 
When we passed appropriation bills 
here without a word and without their reading 
at the desk which appropriated seventy-five or 
one hundred million dollars, and these vast 
sums were taken to different parts of the coun- | 
try in the exigencies of the war, we found || 
that some machinery not at that time known | 








great work of handling large sums, up to that | 
time unknown in this country or any other, | 
must be created, and the nation which created || 
many other things for that very purpose cre- || 
It was accordingly enacted in the 

national banking law that any of those banks, | 
or any number of those banks, which the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury might designate for 
that purpose should be a sub-Treasury of the || 
United States. And then it was discovered that 
by some of this new macbinery, the result of 
new operations in business circles, and of new 
appropriations of money,the movementof large 
sums of money could be made use of without 
disturbing the currents of trade in the United 
States. Large sums of fifty and a hundred 
million dollars were placed in these new sub- , 
Treasuries all over the country. Availing | 
hiraself of these, instead of locking up this 
money, he put it into these sub-Treasuries, or || 
rather left it there, for they were themselves | 





| from the several banks proportionately.” 
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subscribers tothe loan. he law tells hin, th 
he shall take dollar for dollar of the Un . 
States bonds as security before he leemen ae 
money in these sub-Treasuries. That he d : 
The law says that after that he may preserih; 
rules and regulations in reference to the. 
depositaries, and that he did. This is g]| there 
is of it. . 
I now read from his report: 


“It was also stated in the circular that as th 
bonds called should mature deposits would be draws 


That was the regulation which he publisheg 
to a list of one hundred and eighty-thre 
banks which I have here appointed as pubjj 
depositaries, and to whom he announced oe 
the 10th day of August, in a circular that } 
have here, what I have read from his report 
That the Secretary construes as a * regula. 
tion,’’ in the language of the forty-fifth soe. 
tion of the national bank act, just such a ryjp 
or regulation as his predecessors adopted, | 
they had negotiated through these banks 4|| 
the great loans which had gone before thi 
one, and through this machinery almost eyery 
dollar of bonds of the United States had bee), 
in precisely the same way negotiated in th), 
eountry and abroad. I have no doubt tha 
those who availed themselves of this adver. 
tisement of his saw at once how through this 
machinery of the law they could get son» 
profit out of the money which the United States 
placed in these banks as public depositaries, 
It was for that purpose, that it might not be 


Tee 


or 


| abstracted from the currents of trade; it was 


for that very purpose that the machinery of 
public depositaries in the national banks was 
created. Otherwise, the money might as well 
have been locked up in the sub-Treasury at 
Boston or New York, or in the Treasury here 
at Washington. 

Mr. KERR, 
a question. 

Mr. DAWES. I did notinterrupt my friend, 
and I wish he would excuse me. What I shai 
say will go for what it is worth. Of course, if 
it is not sound I shall not convince my distin- 
guished friend from Indiana. That I do not 
misstate this, since my friend rises up there 
with an anxious, doubting countenance, | will 
read the law. 

Mr. KERR. If the gentleman will allow 
me to state why I rose he will better under 
stand what I want. 

Mr. DAWES. Iam reading the statute. 

Mr. KERR. But that is not what J want. 

Mr. DAWES. I know that very well. The 
enactments of law are the last things my friend 
wants. 

Mr. KERR. You are not reading it for me, 
and the statement you are making is mislead: 
ing the House. 

Mr. DAWES. The law is as follows: 


_ “That all associations under this act, when de:- 
ignated for that purpose by the Secretary of the 


I desire to ask the gentleman 


| Treasury, shall be depositories of public money, 


except receipts from customs, under such regulations 
as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury; and they may also be employed as financial 
agents of the Government, and they shall perform 
all such reasonable duties as depositories of publi 
money and financial agents of the Government as 
may be required of them; and the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall require of the associations thus (es- 
ignated satisfactory security, by the deposit ol 
United States bonds and otherwise, for the safe- 
keeping and prompt payment of the public money 
deposited with them, and for the faithful perform- 
ance of their duties as financial agents of the Uov- 
ernment.” 


This, then, is the existing law. Now, I have 
before mea notice of the Secretary of the 25th 
of February, in which is contained a list of tke 


| banks that he designates as public depositaries 


which he invites to act as agents for the per 
formance of this duty of negotiating the bonds. 
On the 10th of August he issued his regula: 
tion that the banks which had acted as pub: 
lic depositaries should know that the whol: 
amount which is in one bank should not be 
drawn out, and all the money left that is in 
another bank; that they should know that 4 
uniform rule would be adopted, and that it 
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snould be drawn proportionately as the bonds | 

ature from all the banks. ‘hat is all the 

“ereement. It worked so that the money 

“mained on deposit for three months, and it 

iad the effect that whatevér profits the banks 

could make out of this machinery of the law 
hey did make. They made it, not because 

‘the contracts which the Secretary made 

with them, but the law of the land gave it to 

‘hem as an incident of their appointment as 

public depositaries. rhe law that required 

‘he purchase of bonds and the calling in of 

the five-twenties in three months thereafter 

‘nevitably produced this result, that three 

months’ interest upon the five-twenty bonds 
would be lost to the United States, because the 
sold coin was in one hand, and the other hand 
was reached out after the bond. It took three 
months to get hold of the bond, as the law pro- 
vided; in the meantime, the money lay idle to 
the Government in the Treasury. That was 
contemplated and understood by those who | 
enacted the law of 14th of July, 1870. It 
was declared that it would be unreasonable 
to give less than three months’ notice to the 
holders of the bondsof the United States when 
their interest should cease. The British con- 
sols have one year’s notice; we have given 
three months. Practically when the three 
months had expired $17,000,000 of these bonds 
were still outstanding; and to-day $14,000,000 
of these $100,000,000 of bonds are still out- 
standing, and will probably never come into | 
the Treasury until the next coupons ure pre- 
sented for payment. But that has nothing to 
do with the arrangement of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

One moment further before I ask the ques- 
tion, how came the Secretary of the Treasury 
to enterinto thisarrangement? I have first to 
inquire whether in all this there is the slight- | 
est iota of departure from the law of the land. 
[fthere is, | want to know where it is. The 
law requires of him to give three months’ 
notice to the holders of the five-twenty bonds, 
and he could not give that notice beforehand, 
because he could not know that when the | 
three months expired he would have any | 
money with which to meet it. He could not, 
before he had got his ‘‘proceeds,’’ purchase | 
his bonds without running the risk that when 
he had got his bonds the money might fail to 
come. That must have been seen by those 
who clothed him with the power and required 
him to fund this debt. Therefore he, as every | 
other business man would do, has sought to | 
carry out the most difficult part of the law first, | 
namely, to negotiate his five per cent. bonds. | 
When he had done that, he called upon the 
holders of the five-twenties to bring in their five- 
twenty bonds at the earliest possible moment. 
My friends on the other side have sought to 
make out that he has overstepped that author- | 
ity by giving them, in addition to this three 
months’ interest, the odd days that intervened 
between the day they subscribed in August 
and the 1st day of September, when he made 
this call. 

Now, that requires us to look into the nature 
of the proceeding. I admit that the call of | 
the 10th of August intimates that at the begin- | 
ning of the next month and at the beginning | 
of each subsequent month he will call in an 
amount of five-twenty bonds corresponding to 
the amount which had been aetna in that 
month. That is what is stated on the 10th of 
August; that was the condition of things on 
that day. He states here in his report that 
the subscriptions to the five per cent. loan had 
reached sixty-five million dollars or there- 

abouts in this country, and there had stopped ; 
it had come to an end. He sought to carry | 
out the provisions which were contemplated | 
when the bill was passed; to seek a market | 
abroad, and to avail himself of the credit of | 


the United States in foreign countries. There 
came to him this offer from those whom gen- 
tlemen call the syndicate. I do not know what | 

















it is, nor do I care. There came to him an 
offer from bankers abroad. What was that 
offer? It was that they would take of the 
United States loan $5,000,000 each month 
until April, if they could have the privilege in 
April of taking the balance or not as they 
pleased. He tells you that he modified that 
proposition, and finally entered into an agree- 
ment with them to this effect: that, first of all, 
there should be reserved of the five per cent. 
bonds remaining $50,000,000 to the people 
of this country, which, in addition to the 
$65,000,006 that had been taken, would make 
$115,000,000 of the $200,000,000 of that loan ; 
then they might have the privilege of sub- 
scribing $5,000,000 a month until the Ist of 
April; and then to take the rest if they wanted. 
He says he provided that all this should be 
done through the national banks of the United 
States, that he would know no foreigner, no 
foreign banking-house or banking institution. 

My friends on the other side have ignored 
that; yet there it is in the Secretary’s state- 


|} ment: 


“Tt was also agreed that the subscriptions should 
all be made through national banks, and certificates 
of deposit therefor issued by said banks to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, bonds to be lodged with the 
Treasurer of the United States for the amount of 
the deposit.”’ 

And when my friend from New York, who 
seemed to care more about his philological 
researches into the origin of the word ‘‘ syndie- 
ate,’’ &c., than about the real merits of the 
case, was in the committee-room with the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the first question he 
put to the Secretary was, ‘‘ Pray, what is a 
syndicate?’’ The Secretary replied, ‘‘I do 
not know anything about the syndicate; I 
know no one in this transaction but the First 
National Bank of the city of Washington. 
That bank, whoever stands behind, has sub- 
scribed every dollar of this loan that was not 
before taken by the banks of the United States. 
I do not doubt,’’ said the Secretary, ‘‘ that 
there were men at homeand abroad who stood 


'| behind that bank and said to it, ‘ We will take 


portions of this loan off your hands; we will 
distribute it among our customers; we will 
negotiate it for you.’ But this bank was the 
only party that dealt with the Government of 
the United States.’’ And my friend from 
Indiana, [Mr. Kerr,] when he made his 
speech complaining that the Secretary had 
violated the law by using the banks abroad, 
which could not be called national banks, and 
could not be made depositories, had two lists 
of subscriptions footing up the entire amount; 
and it was the First National Bank of the city 
of Washington that took this whole sum of 
one hundred and seventeen millions. 

Mr. BECK. Allow metosay right here that 
we had a list showing that not one dollar of that 
one hundred and seventeen millions was ever 


deposited in the First National Bank of Wash- | 
ington or any other bank, and all the public 


records show it. 
that is not true? 
aper. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, we called for 
a statement of the deposits in the national 


I ask the gentleman whether 
I have here the official 


banks of the United States, and the Secretary of | 


the Treasury gave the deposits of the current 
funds of the United States in the several 
banks. This matter of the loan, being sepa- 
rate and distinct, was reported to us in another 
form and another list; it did not enter into 
the inquiry concerning the deposits of the cur- 
rent funds of the United States—the funds 
used every day—amounting to about fifteen 


| million dollars, which were scattered all over 


the United States, and had no reference what- 
ever to the matter of this loan. My friends 
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| committee know that the money never left 


London? Let him say he does not know 
that it never left London. We know it never 
left there. There are men on this floor who 
know that the money was never in that bank. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, I speak of 
factsas they appeared before the committee. I 
will have no dispute with my friend about 
what he knows and I do not know. I know 


| this—— 


| 


| the banks 


Mr. KERR. It was never stated before the 
committee that this money was deposited with 
these national banks, nor was there any evi- 
dence before the committee that it was so 
deposited. 

Mr. DAWES. I say, Mr. Speaker. that the 
Secretary testified before the committee that 
which subscribed this money 
were 


Mr. KERR. 





I am speaking of the syndic- 


| ate money. 


Mr. DAWES. Soam I. 

Mr. KERR. I say it never was in these 
national banks as a deposit of public money, 
and that against it they never gave any secur- 


| ity to the Government. 


| 


Mr. DAWES. I ask forthe protection of 
the Chairin my right to the floor. Mr. Speaker, 
there was not a particle of evidence before the 
committee to controvert what I now say, that 
every one of these banks who subscribed this 
money did it in gold certificates deposited in 
the Treasury of the United States, backed up 
by bonds of the United States, dollar for dol- 
lar; and we have a list—the gentleman has 
appended a copy of this list to his speech—in 
which it appears that the First National Bank 
of the District of Columbia subscribed gold 
certificates to the amount of $117,000,000; 
that the other banks subscribed some fourteen 
million dollars; and that $64,000,000 had 
been up to the Ist of September already 


| redeemed. 


Now, sir, as I was about to say, on the 10th 
of August what was the condition of things? 
The arrangement had been made that these 
banks should subscribe $5,000,000 a month, 
and corresponding with their subscription at 
the beginning of every month the Seoretary 


| announced on the 10th of August that he 
| would call in a corresponding amount of 


bonds at the beginning of each month, and 
this arrangement would, he supposed, con- 
tinue till the lst of April. But before the Ist 
day of September, in the month of August, 


| after that 10th day of August, the whole sum 


was subscribed. ‘The whole sum having been 


| subscribed in one month instead of continuing 


| 
| 





| erative. 


from month to month until April, the notice 
he gave on the 10th of August became inop- 
In the light of the agreement they 
had the right to take the whole of it at once, 
but no one supposed they would. ‘The First 
National Bank of Washington subscribed what 
had never been known in history before, 


| $85,000,000 within two days. 


Never before in the history of the country, 


| not even when the patriotism of the country 
| backed up a subscription to the public fund, 


when, as in this case, nothing but the offer of 
interest and profit compelled men to make 


| subscriptions to the public fund, was it ever 


| 


on the other side have got this list of deposits | 


of current funds, and theysay they do not find 
in it this one hundred and seventeen millions. 
They do not find it there because it was put in 
another list. 


Mr. BECK. Does not the chairman of the 


| 
1 
| 


known the faith of public men of this nation in 
its credit and resources was such as to induce 
them to subscribe $200,000,000 in a single 
month to the bonds of this nation. It was a 
tribute from those who stand with their hands 


| on the public pulse, and whose judgment of 


money transactions is quite as good as that of 


| my distinguished friend from New York, not 


only to the legality of all these transactions, 
but to the ability and disposition of the nation 
to meet its obligations. It was the judgment 
of the financial world, at least, that the meas- 
ures of the Secretary were in conformity with 
law, for without that conformity the whole loan 
was void. ‘They have answered this accusa- 


| tion of the gentleman from New York, and the 
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! 
Secretary stands acquitted before the financial | by reading the language of the then chairman | say that the meaning of that is Ope 
of the Committee of Ways and Means when || 
the bill was before the House, had read the | 
_ paragraph through and not stopped in the mid- || guilty of any concealment, and I do not arr; 
dle of a sentence, drawing his pencil between | him for that. : 
the words, so that by no accident should he || the paragraph through, and not stoppe 
| he did—that is all—he would have 


world. ie 
At once, in one month’s time, it brought 
$200,000,000 out of the business of the na- 


tions, at home and abroad; brought it from | 


the Pacific railroad, that offered its bonds at 


seven and three tenths per cent. interest in | 
gold, backed up by a domain equal to many | 


States of this Union, out of all the enterprises 
in which men make investments, and put it in 
these bonds of the United States; by men who 


were too well acquainted with these matters || 
not to know clearly whether or not the policy | 


of the Secretary was in strict conformity to 
the law. He had thus thrown upon his hands 
unexpectedly the sum of $130,000,000 of 
money, which was presented to him on the Ist 
day of September. 
$100,000,000 of the five-twenty bonds. Gen- 
tlemen complain and want to know why he did 
not call for $130,000,000 of these bonds; I 
will tell you why. 
ofa single bank for $85,000,000 of these bonds, 
and here was a subscription of $200,000,000 
in a single month, and the slightest public 


the Ist December might crush the whole con- 
cern. He therefore acted like aprudent man, 
If the whole subscription should fail, with 
$50,000,000 subscribed by other national banks 
and by the resources of the Treasury he could 
take care of the $100,000,000. When he got 
into December and found the money was 
actually in the vaults behind the subscriptions, 
and it was not a paper subscription, he called 
$20,000,000 more on the 7th of December, 
and on the 20th of December he called yet 
another $20,000,000. And to show my friend 
from Indiana [Mr. Kerr] that he does him 
injustice in saying he wished merely to give 
these parties longer interest in thus postponing 
these latter calls, in calling for $20,000,000 
on the 20th of December, he gave notice that 
the $20,000,000 called on the 7th of December 
would be paid immediately on presentation at 


the Treasury, that they would be paid instantly | 
Yet he states, | 
whatever construction these gentlemen may | 


if they would present them. 


put on the language of his circular issued in 
one condition of things on the 10th of August 
and designed to operate on another state of 
facts, he states in his report, and it has never 
been contradicted, never by any fact, that all the 
use these parties got of this money was three 
months and no longer. That was all they got. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is why he called for 
$100,000,000, and not for $130,000,000, the 
exact amount that had beeu subscribed. It 
was that he might walk safely with the public 
interest and the public funds in his charge, 
and feel the strength of the parties subscribing 
for them, and see what would be the vicissi- 
tudes of trade, and that the exigencies which 
might possibly arise might not find him with 
more bonds in the Treasury than he had act- 
ually means to meet. The whole amount of 
interest these parties got was only three months. 
He carried out the letter of the law, and acted 
in every respect as a prudent man in accom- 
plishing the result of funding $200,000,000 
of five-twenty bonds, which bonds bore an 
interest of six per cent., for bonds bearing 
an interest of only five per cent. 

Sir, this answers the indictment. If this be 
true, he is entitled to an acquital, whatever 


may be the opinion of this House upon the | 


economy of the operation. Heisnotarraigned 
for want of economy; he is arraigned for a 
violation of law. To that indictment he pleads; 
to that indictment he has answered. This is 
his course of proceeding, and he is ready to 
abide the judgment of House. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Becx] 
says he pursued a course not warranted by the 
lawinemploying theseagents. Mr. Speaker, I 
believe that if the gentleman from Kentucky, 
who undertook to prove that the Secretary had 
not carried out the true meaning of this law 


On that day he called for | 


Here was the subscription | 


|| ognized and tried to prevent. 
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read the sentence through, he would himself 
have shown to this House that the very course 
the Secretary pursued was that foreshadowed 
by General Shona in the very paragraph of 


which my friend from Kentucky read a part. | 


But not a word of that other portion of the 
paragraph did my friend read. 

When this funding bill was up there was a 
prejudice in this country against that special 
agency which had by former Secretaries been 


/'employed exclusively for the negotiation of | 


former loans. <A great banking-house in this 
nation had had the exclusive right to negotiate 


| these loans, and had employed other banking- 


houses and other agencies under them ata cost 


to the United States of one per cent. instead | 
of one half per cent.; and they had amassed a | 
And there | 
| was a prejudice against it which the gentleman | 
revulsion between the Ist of September and || 


large fortune under this system. 
from Indiana [Mr. Ho_man] over the way rec- 


man from New York, en my left, [Mr. Woop, } 


| referred to this in the debate when the bill 


came back from the committee of conference; 
and against that point Mr. Schenck, then chair- 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means, | 


uttered what my friend from Kentucky [Mr. 
BecKk] read, as follows: 


‘* One of the modifications to which we consented to | 


our bill wasto a partof the fifth section of the Senate 


| bill that authorized the appointment of agents to 


negotiate the bonds, and provided asum not exceed- 
ing one half of one percent. for the expense of pre- 
paring, issuing, and disposing of the same. We 
objected to the employment of agents, and that part 


of the section was abandoned by the Senate, but we | 
agreed that the Secretary might use a sum not | 
exceeding one half of one per cent. for the purpose | 
of engraving, printing, issuing, advertising, and dis- 


posing of the bonds. In doing this it is with the 
assurance and understanding that there will be no 
attempt to exercise the power, not given, to appoint 


special agents.”’ : 


Here my friend stopped, right in the middle | 
of the sentence, and | want to read it out in | 
order to show that it was contemplated that | 


the Secretary should do precisely what he did 


| here—advertise it to the whole world, open it | 
I will read | 


to everybedy, solicit everybody. 
what followed, separated only bya pencil mark 
of my friend from Kentucky, and a semicolon, 
from what he read: 


“But they will go on employing and commissioning, 
and those who do the business, whoever they may 


| be, who exercise any agency in putting the bonds 


on the market, will receive their commission. In 


other words, it will open the bonds to everybody, | 
| but there ean be no special agents.”’ 


Mr. BECK. Now, I wish to ask the gen- 
tleman a question. 

Mr. DAWES. Very well. 

Mr. BECK. 


The gentle- | 








Did I not send the gentleman | 
the book less than a minute after I read from | 


world. — 
Mr. DAWES. Yes, my friend Was ioe 


lign 
8 

ad read 
d where 


7 a shown that 
while the argument of General Schene 


against this special agency, this exelusiy, 
monopoly which had existed up to that han. 
he contemplated the taking of one half of ,,.. 
per cent., and with that employing 
who would work, and giving them such com- 
mission as he could agree with them to give 
them, and the paying tor it out of this one half 
of one percent. That is what he said, in ¢ 
many words. Now, what does the Secretary 
do? I have given the list of one hundred anq 
eighty-three of the banks which have bee, 
appointed depositories, and the advertisemen; 
from February to August was addressed ty 
everybody, offering every one of the banks 
one fourth of one per cent. for their efforts jn 
doing this. And when these men who acted 
through the bank in the District of Columbig 
took the balance, and he reserved $50,000,009 
further for the American market, he provided 
that the bank which should take this should 
have one eighth of one per cent., and that these 
men who took the balance should have the 
remainder of the half per cent. 

Sir, a word more, and I have done. 
has been the result? 


I only say that if he } 


k Was 


I One 
anybody 


80 


What 
My friends have figured 


/up the enormous amounts which these men 


have made, and charged it over to the ex. 
penses of the United States. Now, they made 
it, not out of the United States, although jf 
they made one tithe of it beyond the $375,009 
which the Secretary says is all they got out of 
the half per cent., if they made a penny beyond 
that, it has been by the use of that machinery 
which the law of the land has enabled them to 
use to their own thrift and profit. But, sir, 
take their figures; take the largest of their 
figures; take it that it has cost the United 
States $3,000,000 to negotiate these bonds; 
take it that if the balance of the loan shall 
be carried out in the same way, it will cost 
$24,000,000; (that is not the fact; there is no 
truth in it, though my friends believe it to be 
true; the figures are just what I have stated; 
but take it as they claim,) and what has the 
United States made by the operation? In 
negotiating this $200,000,000 they have made 
$2,000,000 a year, or $20,000,060 at the end 
of ten years, without interest, and $26,000,000 
at compound interest, which is now worth 
$14,840,000. That is its present value to-day. 
Carry out the same arrangement with regard 
to the entire loan, and at the end of thirty 
years we shall have made $1,773,900,000. Ir. 
order to exhibit the matter more clearly I 
append a table, for which I am indebted to 
Mr. E. B. Elliott, the accomplished statistician 
of the Bureau of Statistics, whose calculations 


it, and marked just as itis now? And I may || no one ever doubts: 


Saving which would result from the conversion of the six per cent. securities of the Government 
into the five per cent., four and a half per cent., and four per cent. securities of the Govern- 


ment, issued, or 





to be issued, under the act of July 14, 1870: 





| _ Annual rate of 
interest payable 





: : Investing semi- 
Quantity onbondsinsemi- | How soon onan : = ‘ 
: : y at six | Without regard | assuming semi- 
authorised. — install- | redeemable. per cent. annual | to investment of | annual investment 
, interest to end | interest. at six percent. an- 
of period. nual interest. 
— |) oe 
$200,000,000 | 5 per cent. | 10 years. $26,800,000 $20,000,000 | $14,840,000 | 
300,000,000 | 4¢ percent. 15 years. 117,100,000 67,500,000 | 48,250,000 | 
1,000,000,000 | 4 per cent. 30 years. 1,630,000,000 600,000,000 276,700,000 | 
ee ee eee 
| 
$1,500,000,000 | 4,23 * | 24.8 years.t | $1,773,900,000 $687,500,000 | $339,790,000 
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* Average per cent. 


Amount of saving. 


ee ee ee 
Present value of 





+ Average time to run. 
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gir, it does notend here. The effect of the 
neces of this funding of $200,000.000 has 
been to so strengthen the public credit as to 
sander it nearly certain that the balance can 

e funded at four per cent. I holdin my band 
an extract from a letter of the Assistant Sec- 
vetary of the Treasury, Mr. Richardson, writ- 
‘on from London on this subject, telling what 
s the judgment of the governor of the Bank 
of England upon this policy of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. It is dated December 30, 
is71, He says: 

“Recently I had an interview with the governor 

fthe Bank of England, and after expressing the 
~reatest admiration for the policy of the United 
crates inregularly and largely reducing the national 
‘ebt, he admitted that until lately he had always 
‘hought the debt could not be reduced, but that now 
- had been shown that the resources of the country 
were so immense and the determination to maintain 
thecredit of the nation and pay the debt was so fixed 
wud settled we should soon be able to borrow money 
at four per cent. Such sentiments from the gov- 
ernor of the Bank of England cannot fail of having 
» favorable effect upon our securities.” 

Sir, the Secretary turns from this puny 
arraignment to the public judgment upon his 
course. Having reduced the public debt by 
about $300,000,000, and gold from thirty-nine 
to eight and a half per cent. premium, and 
having by funding $200,000,000 of that debt 
not only sayed $26,000,000, but assured a 
saving of $300,000,000 more, whatever may 
be the vote of this House upon this resolution, 
he can turn to that other and greater verdict 
of the American people and of the countries 
of Europe upon the course he has pursued 
with entire safety and repose. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. BUCKLEY, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported that the committee 
had examined and found truly enrolled bills 
of the following titles ; when the Speaker signed 
the same: 

A bill (A. R. No. 243) for the apportionment 
of Representatives to Congress among the sev- 
eral States according to the ninth census; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1062) to admit certain 
machinery imported from foreign countries 
free of duty; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1186) in relation to the 
embassy from Japan. 

Mr. BIRD, from the same committee, re- 
ported that the committee had examined and 
found truly enrolled a bill of the following 
title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (S. No. 487) to exempt the iron steam 
ice-boats constructed by the city of Philadel- 
phia from the inspection required by the act 
of February 28, 1871, entitled ‘*An act to pro- 
vide for the better security of life on board of 
vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam, 
and for other purposes.”’ 

NEGOTIATION OF LOAN. 

The SPEAKER. In the conversation that 
occurred in regard to the amendments pend- 
ing, the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] 
was under the impression that the Globe 
showed that he had offered his amendment 
before the motion to recommit was made. 
The Chair had not the Globe at hand at the 
moment, but he now directs the reading of the 
proceedings when the resolution was intro- 
duced. 

Mr. COX. I beg pardon of the Chair. I 
said that it did not appear in the Globe that I 
had offered it. 

The SPEAKER. For the satisfaction of 
the Chair, and of the gentleman from New 
or the Chair will have the proceedings 
read, 

The Clerk read as follows : 


“The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Ways and Means, rec- 
ommending the adoption of the following resolution: 
"Resolved, That in the opinion of this House the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in negotiating the loan 
authorized by the act of July 14, 1870, has neither 
increased the bonded debt nor incurred an expendi- 
ture contrary to law. 5 , 
_ Mr. Dawes. I now enter a motion to recommit 
this resolution to the committee. 


“*Mr. Cox. I desire to offer a substitute for the 
resolution reported. 

“Mr. Dawes. I will hear it read. 

“The Clerk read the proposed substitute as fol- 
lows: 

** Resolved, That the Committee of Waysand Means 
be instructed to report the bill before them prohibit- 
ing all commissions, deductions, or compensation of 
any kind to any person for the sale, negotiation, and 
exchange of United States securities, and probibit- 
ing the employment of any agent except a proper 
officer of the Treasury Department for such gale, 
negotiation and exchange. 

“Mr. Dawes. I cannot admit that now.’’ 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is very glad 
that the gentleman from New York agrees 
with him. 

The question was upon agreeing to the reso- 
lution reported by Mr. Dawes from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. KERR and Mr. BECK called for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were— 

' yeas 110, nays 86, not voting 43; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Averill, Banks, Barber, Barry, 


George M. Brooks, Buckley, Buffinton, Burchard, 


Cobb, Coburn, Coghlan, Conger, Cotton, Creely, 
Dawes, Dickey, Donnan. Duell, Dunnell, Eames, 
Farwell, Finkelnburg. Charles Foster, Wilder D, 
Foster, Frye, Hale, Halsey, Harmer, George E. 
Harris, Havens, Hay, Gerry W. Llazleton, John W. 
Hazleton, Hill, Hoar, Houghton, Kelley, Kellogg, 
Ketcham, Killinger, Lamport, Lansing, Lowe, 
Lynch, Maynard, McGrew, McJunkin, McKee, Mer- 
cur, Merriam, Monroe, Moore, Morey, Morphis, 
Leonard Myers, Negliey, Orr, Packard, Packer, 
Palmer, Isaac C. Parker, Peck, Pendleton, Perce, 
Aaron F. Perry, Peters, Poland, Rainey, Ellis H. 
Loberts, Rusk, Sargent, Sawyer, Seeley, Sessions, 
Shanks, Sheldon, Shellabarger, Shoemaker, John 
A.Smith, Snapp, Thomas J. Speer, Sprague, Stark- 
weather, Stevenson, Stoughton, Stowell, Strong, 
| Sypher, Washington Townsend, Turner, Twichell, 
Tyner, Upson, Wakeman, Walden, Waldron, Wal- 
lace, Wheeler, Whiteley, Williams of Indiana, Jere- 
| miah M. Wilson, and John T. Wilson—110. 

NAYS—Messrs. Acker, Arthur, Barnum, Beck, 
Bell, Biggs, Bird. James G. Blair, Braxton, Bright, 
|; James Brooks, Caldwell, Campbell, Carroll, Com- 
ingo, Conner, Cox. Crebs, Critcher, Crossland, Dawis, 
Dox, Du Bose, Duke, Eldridge. Ely, Henry D. Foster, 
Garrett, Getz, Golladay, Griffith, Haldeman, Ham- 
bleton, Hancock, Handiey, Hanks, Harper, Jobn T. 
Harris, Hereford, lerndon, Hibbard, Holman, Kerr, 
King, Kinsella, Lamison, Leach, Lewis, Manson, 
Marshall. McClelland, McCormick, McHenry, Mc- 
Intyre, McKinney, McNeely, Merrick, Benjamin 
F. Meyers, Mitchell. Morgan, Niblack, Hosea W. 
Parker, Eli Perry, Potter, Randall, Read, Edward 
Y. Rice, Ritchie, Roosevelt, Shober, Slater, Sloss, 
Storm, Sutherland, Swann, Terry, Van Trump, 
Vaughan, Voorhees, Waddell, Warren, Wells, Whit- 
| thorne, Winchester, Wood, and Young—S6. 

NOL VOTING—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Ames, 
Archer, Roderick R. Butler, Freeman Clarke, Dar- 
rall, De Large, Edwards, Elliott, Farnsworth, Forker, 
Garfield, Goodrich, Hawley, Hays, Hooper, Ken- 
dail, McCrary, Platt, Porter, Price, Prindle, Jobn 

| M. Rice, William R. Roberts. Robinson, Rogers, 

| Seofield, Sherwood Slocum, H. Boardman Smith, 
Worthington C. Smith, Snyder, R. Milton Speer, 
Stevens, St. John, Taffe, Thomas, Dwight Town- 

send, Tuthill, Walls, Willard, and Williams of New 
‘ork—43. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


Daring the call of the roll, 

Mr. RANDALL said: Mr. Saerwoop, ty 

| colleague, is absent on account of a death in 

| his family. If he were present 1 am certain 

he would vote in the negative. 

| Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 

| moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 

on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 

A message from the Senate was communi- 
cated by Mr. Gora, its Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had passed without 
amendment a bill of the following title: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1076) establishing certain 
post roads in Vermont. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. SARGENT. I desire to move to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the Indian 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. CONNER. I desire to make a parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear it, 

Mr..CONNER. — After completing the con- 


Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, William T. Clarke, | 
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sideration of the Indian appropriation bill in 
Committee of the Whole, and the bill is re- 
ported to the House, will it be in order to 
offer an amendment to the bill? 

The SPEAKER. It would be, if the House 
does not second the demand for the previous 
question. 

Mr. CONNER. If the Chair should recog: 
nize me it would be in order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would recog- 
nize the gentleman in charge of the bill, and 
that not being the gentleman from Texas, [ Mr. 
ConNER, | the Chair would not recognize him. 

Mr. CONNER. I desire an opportunity to 
offer an amendment to the bill. 

APPORTIONMENT. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is in receipt 
of a concurrent resolution from the Senate 
relating to a matter which renders it neces- 
sary for it to be acted upon as soon as pos- 


' sible. If there is no objection, the Clerk will 


| read the resolution, and it will be submitted to 


Jeatty, Beveridge, Bigby, Bingham, Austin Blair, || ‘ae House for its action now. 


There was no objection, andthe Clerk read 
| as follows : 


} In Senate or tre Unitep States, 
February 1, 1872. 
| — Resolved by the Senate, (the House concurring,) That 
the joint Committee on Enrolled Bills be directed, 
| in examining the bill (Il. R. No. 243) for the appor- 
| tionment of Representatives in Congress among the 
| several States according to the ninth census to 
| correct a clerical error in the last section of the bill, 
| by whieh section two of the fourteenth amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States is referred 
to as section one of that amendment. 
The question was upon concurring in the 
resolution ofthe Senate. 
ry ’ , rr yy . . 
The SPEAKER. ‘The apportionment bill, 
| which is now on the Speaker's table, refers to 
section one of the fourteenth amendment to 
the Constitution ; whereas the intendment of 
the Senate, as indicated by the resolution just 
read, was to refer to section two of tbat 
amendment. The Clerk will read section six 
ofthe apportionment bill as enrolled. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“Sec. 6. That should any State, after the passage 
of this act, deny or abridge the right of any of the 
male inhabitants of such States, being twenty-one 
years of age, and citizens of the United States, to 
vote at any election named in the Constitution, 
article fourteen, section one, except for participation 
in the rebellion or other crime, the number of Rep- 

| resentatives apportioned in this act. to such Stato 
shall be reduced in the proportien which the number 
of such male citizens shall have to the whole number 

| of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such 
State.” 


| TheSPEAKER. If there be no objection 
| the concurrent resolution will be agreed to, 
and the correction as proposed by the Senate 
will be made by the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills. 
There being no objection, the concurrent 
resolution was adopted. 
| Mr. FARNSWORTH moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution was adopted ; 
| and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
| be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


EDUCATIONAL FUND. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I ask unanimous consent 
|| that a substitute which I desire to offer for the 
educational bill of the Committee on Edueca- 
|| tion and Labor may be ordered to be printed. 
! There beiug no objection, it was so ordered. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
| Mr. SARGENT. I move that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union to resume the con- 
sideration of the Indian appropriation bill. 
| Mr. L. MYERS. In justice to the business 
of the committees, particularly the Committee 
| on Patents, which will next be called, I feel it 
| my duty to ask the House to vote down the 
| motion of the gentleman from California, [ Mr. 
|| SARGENT, } so that the business of the morning 
|| hour may proceed. 
1 The SPEAKER. The question is for the 
|| House to decide. The gentleman from Cali- 
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fornia has the right to make the motion. 
Should it prevail, the House will of course 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the Indian appropriation bill. Should the 
motion not be sustained, then, on the demand 
for the regular order, the morning hour will 
begin, and the Committee on Patents will be 
called. 4 

Mr. SARGENT. We can never adjourn 
inless we get through with the appropriation 
i's. 

On the motion of Mr. Sarcent there were— 
ayes 91, noes 36. 

Mr. L. MYERS. T[ must call for tellers. I 
s of the committees ought to 


think the busine 
proceed. 
i 
lellers were not ordered. 
So the motion of Mr. SanGent was agreed to. 


ALASKA SEAL FISHERIES. 


Mr. SHELLABARGER. I hope that before 
declared to be in Committee of the 
Whole I may be permitted, on behalf of the 
Committee on Commerce, to ask the House to 
pass a bill which ought to be passed speedily 
and sent to the Senate. 

Lhe SPEAKER. That will require unani- 
mous consent 

Mr. SULLLABARGER 
the House what this billis? We have an inter- 
est in Alaska in the matter of seal-skins 
amounting to $317,000 a year. It is neces- 
sary that our agent should be there, as every 
,at aparticular period of the 
That 
period is now at hand. The Secretary of the 
l'reasury has sent us this bill with the request 
that we pass it promptly to enable him to 
requisite agents to take care of 

! trust there will be no objec- 
tion, and that the bill may be now passed. 

Mr. SARGENT. I will not object if it does 
not lead to debate. ° 
The SPEAKER. The bill will be read. 

Mr. SHUELLABARGER. Let me state that 
I have been directed unanimously by the Com- 
inittee on Commerce to report the bill. 

The bill, which was read, provides in the 
first section that the Secretary of the Treasury 


we nre 


May | state to 


ntleman know 


year to take charge of that interest. 


appoint the 
that interest. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message in writing from the President of 
the United States was communicated to the 
House by Mr. Horace Porter, one of his 
Secretaries, who also informed the House that 
the President had approved and signed a bill 
of the following title: 

An act (H. R. No. 1051) to change the times 
for holding circuit and district courts of the 
United States for the western district of Vir- 
ginia. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL, 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Cox in the chair, ) and resumed 


| the consideration of House bill No. 1192, mak- 


be authorized to appoint one agent and three | 


assistant agents, who shall be charged with the 
management of the seal fisheries in Alaska, 
and the performance of such other duties as 
may be assigned to them by the Secretary of 
the Treasury. The agent is to receive ten dol- 
lars per day ; 
per day, and two assistant agents six dollars 
each per day while so employed; and they are 
also to be allowed their necessary traveling 
expenses in going toand returning from Alaska, 
for which expenses vouchers are to be pre- 
sented to the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury. Such expenses, however, are not 
to exceed in the aggregate $600 each in any 
one year; and the agents are never to be inter- 
ested, directly or indirectly, in any lease of the 
right to take seals, or any proceeds or profits 
thereof, either as owner, agent, partner, or 
otherwise. The second section authorizes the 
Secretary of the Treasury to erect a dwelling 
upon each of the islands of St. Paul and St. 
George for the use of the agents, the cost of 
both dwellings not to exceed $6,000. The 
third section empowers these agents to admin- 
ister Oaths in any cases relating to the service 


of the United States, and to take testimony in | 


Alaska for the use of the Government in any 
matter conrerning the public revenues. 

The SPEAKER. Will the House give its 
unanimous consent tothe consideration of this 
bill at the present time? 

Mr. RANDALL. I do not object to the 
reference of this bill. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. The bill is the 
unanimous report of the Committee on Com- 
merce. 


Mr. RANDALL. It seems to me it ought 


to go to the Committee of Ways and Means. | 


I object to its consideration. 


one assistant agent, eight dollars | 


ing appropriations for the current and contin- 
gent expenses of the Indian department, and 
for fulfilling so-called treaty stipulations with 
various Indian tribes for the year ending June 
20, 1873, and for other purposes. 
The Clerk read as follows : 
Assiniboines: 
For this amount, to be expended in such goods, 
provisions, and other articles as the President may, 
| from time to time, determine, including insurance 
| and transportation tiereof, in instructing in agri- 
cultural and mechanical pursuits, in providing em- 
ployés, educating children, procuring medicine and 
medical attendance, care for and support of the 
aged, sick, and infirm, for the helpless orphans of 
said Indians, and in any other respect to promote 
their comfort, civilization, and improvement, $30,000. 

Mr. CLAGETT. I move the following 
amendment: 

Add atthe end of line onc hundred and forty-cight 
the following: ’ 

Provided, That so much of said sum of $39,000 as 
| the chiefs and head men of said tribe may designate 
shall be expended in the purchase of stock cattle 
for the benefit of said tribe. It shall be the duty of 
the superintendent having said tribe in charge to 
notify said chiefs and head men of this provision of 
this act at least one month prior to the time of dis- 
tribuing their annuities; and all cattle purchased 
shall be turned over to said chiefs and head men for 
distribution among the members of said tribe, and 
said cattle shall be under the exciusive care and 
control of the Indians to whom they may be distrib- 
uted, respectively. 

Mr. CLAGETT. Mr. Chairman, I have 
offered this amendment not only for the pur- 
pose of securing its adoption by the committee, 
if possible, as applicable to this particular sec- 
tion, but of obtaining an expression of the sense 
of the members of this Honse as to the pro- 
priety of a change in the mode in which these 
annuities are distributed among these Indian 
| tribes. Yesterday the gentleman from Wis- 
consin, [Mr. [Lpripee,] in response to the 
rose-colored statements made on this floor in 
reference to the character and extent of the 
civilization of these Indians inthe last year or 
two, called attention to the fact there was 
nothing to show for these large appropria- 
tions expended annually by the Government, 
in the shape of actual inducements on the 
part of the Indians to go to work and culti- 
vate the lands of these reservatious. Count- 
ing out the Indian tribes at civilized, 
having fixed places of abode and living to a 
great extent on the fruits of the soil—counting 
out those Indians, I undertake to say to-day, 
although I dislike generalizations of this kind, 
there are not in the United States all told five 
thousand acres of land being cultivated by 
these Indians. I am aware larger returns are 
made in the reports of the agents of the Gov- 





of land under cultivation; but it will be found, 





is not performed by the Indians themselves 
in whose behalf the appropriation is made, 
but by the white employés of the Government 
who are paid out of these annual appropria- 
tions. 

I offer this, Mr. Chairman, in the interest of 
the Indians themselves to secure them at least 
from the policy of civilization which has been 
adopted by the Government. I state the reason 


why the Indians have not been able to make 
more progress than they have is because the 
policy of the Governmont, though right so far | 
il as this general character is concerned, has 
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| details of these 
| The first thing you have to do to eiyilj,;. 


Indian reservations. 





Februa 


ry ] , 


| been characterized by a total disregard of the 


laws which govern the Indian tri! 


. €S in the 
Indian ” 


appropriation billy 
Indians is to pay some regard to those aa 
of action which governthem. I say the prin. 
cipal difficulty in civilizing these Indians lie. 
in the fact of the irksomeness of the restra;,, 
imposed on them while they dwell upor 


5 
Straint 
1 these 
Let them settle down 
upon one hundred and sixty acres each, and 
let them assume the employment and charac 


| ter of civilized men., 


Now, sir, this amendment does not propose 
to take a single dollar from the Treasury of 
the United States beside that which is alr 


; “the “ eady 
provided for in the biil. : 


It simply provides, 


' in case these chiefs and head men of the tribe 


| itself consent, that such a portion of this 


- . a ap- 
propriation as they may designate, and which 


will not be in violation of the treaty under 
which this appropriation is made, shall be so; 


| apart for a specific purpose, and that is for the 
| purchase of these cattle, to be turned, not over 


to the Indian agent to be stolen, but over to 


| themselves to be herded; thus treating these 


Indiavs in their progress to civilization at that 


| transition point in pastoral life through which 


ernment. I am aware there is a larger amount | 


on examination, to be the case that the work | 


the experience of the world shows that 4]] 
nations and tribes have to go in their progress 
from savagery to civilization. Now, sir, as | 
said before, the trouble is to get the Indian to 
stay upon the farm, and you must pay some 
attention to his natural desire to roam. And 
this amendment, by offering him some induce. 
ment by which he can, in taking charge of 
these cattle, move from one place to another 
over a limited extent of country, provides, to 
a limited extent at least, for that natural and 
inevitable love of roaming, while on the other 
hand, by letting his flocks increase and mul- 
tiply around him, with a comparatively small 
amount of labor, he will be drawn year after 
year with greater and greater strength to a 


| condition of a fixed abode and industrious 


labor for the purposes of civilization. 

In my experience upon the frontier | 
have seen many individuals in the different 
tribes who have progressed until in the course 


| of two, three, four, five, or seven years they 


have exchanged a savage condition for a civil- 

ized life. And I desire to state for the inform- 

| ation of this committee that in every single 
| instance of that kind they have first gone 
through this transition period, and have first 
invested the proceeds of their labor, have first 
invested whatever funds they may have suc- 
ceeded in obtaining, in cattle and stock of dif: 
ferent kinds. Andit is for that reason I offer 
this amendment, not only in reference to these 
| particular Indians, but if it meets the approval 
| of this committee I propose to incorporate, 
| at least so far as the tribes are concerned, 
with whose condition [ am familiar, a general 
| amendment in this bill, by which a certain por- 
tion of these appropriations can be applied in 
a manner that will guard against theft by the 
agent on the one hand, and offer some assur- 
ance or inducement to the Indian to labor on 
the other. 

Mr. SARGENT. I suppose that my elo- 
quent friend from Montana [ Mr. CLacerr] has 
moved this amendment in good faith. And 
yet itisnot well-advised. The proposition is to 
take out of the hands of the President, or, in 
other words, of the Secretary of the Interior, 





the discretion which is here given him to 
expend this appropriation for such purposes 
as he may deem best for the Indians, with due 
regard to their wishes and his own judgment, 
and to put it into the hands of the Indians 
themselves, to allow them to say that the whole 
appropriation may be devoted to a single objec’, 
namely, the purchase of beef cattle. The ob- 
ject of these beef cattle seems to be to furnish 
a sort of loadstone which will attach the In- 
dians to the soil, which our efforts to induce 
'| them to cultivate and thereby feed themselves 
‘| have hitherto failed in doing. 
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| ° 
Now, I donot know that the gentleman from || send them the corn, wheat, and other grain | 


ence to this tribe of Assiniboines or any other 
of the scarcely halt-civilized tribes of the 
mountains, that the present of a drove of ecat- 
‘Je, not to be under the charge of the Indian | 
agent, not to be like other property there, 
kept by the Government for their use, but to 
he given up to the absolute control and admin- 
‘tration of the Indians themselves, as they see 
fit—I do not think the gentleman can say that 
in their present ccndition of civilization the 


sent out to the Indians 
annually? That shows the folly and absurdity 
of these treaties perhaps as much as anything. 
A treaty provides that from year to year, per- 
haps for twenty successive years, the Govern- 
ment of the United States shall send them their 


| seed to plant and sow, purchased in Illinois 
and Iowa, and transported thousands of miles | 
at a great expense to some remote Indian | 


result of sucha present will not be that they will || 


consume those cattle in the first three months. 
[hat would be the most natural use the In- 
dians would make of them, and when they | 
had used them up, they would mount their 
mustangs and gratify their roving propensities 
py going off in the pursuit of buffalo. It 
seems to me that the only safety in Indian 
expenditures is in leaving them in the hands 
of Government officers. If you allow the 
Indians themselves, with theirchildish notions 
aud improvident habits, to say what disposition | 
shall be made of the appropriations tor their 
benefit, and on what articles they shall be ex- | 
pended, you lose all responsibility of every 
kind for the money you expend. It seems to 
me, for the reasons [ have stated, this amend- 
ment ought not to prevail. 

The question was taken on the amendment; 
and there were—ayes twenty-four, noes not 
counted, 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


For seventh of twenty installments, for the in- | 
struction of Indians in farming, and purchase of 
seeds, tools, &e., as per third article treaty of April 


7, 1866, $800. 

Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. I move 
to strike out that clause, and I do it for the 
purpose of calling the attention of the com- 
mittee to one feature in these appropriations : 
all through the bill there are appropriations 
made to furnish agricultural seeds to the In- 
dians, and yet it is well known to gentlemen 
on this floor that agricultural pursuits cannot 
be followed by any one without animals and 
stock. ‘The proposition of the gentleman from 
Montana [Mr. CLacetr] to give to these In- 
dians stock, cattle, and horses, was a wise and 
good proposition. The House, however, voted 
it down, and yet we go on making appropria- 
tions for farming seeds, without making any 
appropriation for stock to work the farms with. 


It seems to me that this is an inconsistent || 


policy. 

Mr. SARGENT. These appropriations are 
in strict accordance with the treaties. The 
treaties with the Chippewas specify the arti- 
cles and amount of articles which they shall 
receive, and we are required to make the ap- 
propriations. But I will state that there are 
in every reservation—I will except the reserva- | 
tions in Texas—but upon the reservations gen- | 
erally, stock, cattle, and horses, which are in 
the use of the Government. But to give a 
band of wild or half wild Indians stock or 
milch cattle, with the idea that they will keep 
them and be turned into a pastoral people by 


that cireumstance, is, in my judgement, the || 


height of folly. 

_Mr. CONNER. I will state to my friend | 
from California that the reservations in Texas 
are well stocked with horses and cattle, for the 
Indians have stolen some two or three million | 
dollars, worth from us since the peace policy | 
of the Administration was inaugurated. 

Mr. SARGENT. Then this amendment cer- 
tainly does not need to apply to Texas. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to inquire 
of some gentleman who has examined these 
Indian treaties, whether they provide that we 
shall furnish the Indians with seed for agri- 
cultural purposes, and to plant annually? 

Mr. SARGENT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. How is it that the 
Indians do not raise the necessary seed every | 


agency. What do they do with the seed? 
they raise nothing from it? 

Mr. CONNER. Ifthe gentleman from Cali- 
fornia will allow me to answer that question, 
I will say that they invariably pul! the corn 


Do 


while it is in the roasting-ear, that it never was | 
known to mature, and that therefore there is | 


no seed. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


I wish some gentle- 


| man would say whether they raise anything. 


} 





Mr. TAFFE. 
question. 


seeds. They take the machines, the mowing 


I can answer the gentleman's | 
He asks what they do with the | 


machines and the reaping machines sent out | 
by the Government, and burn them, and cook | 


the beans and eat them. 

Mr. SARGENT. 
gentleman points out I realize as much as he 
does; it has been going on for years. In the 
last Congress we broke it up as to the future. 
Does the gentleman understand that?) Where 
has he been all this time? 
in Congress ever since my recollection; I had 
the pleasure of serving with him in Congress 
years ago. But he does not seem to have 
awakened to the absurdity of this thing until 
just now. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
knew it. 

Mr. SARGENT. If so, then [ beg the gen- 
tleman’s pardon. In the last Congress we 
insisted that these absurd treaties should be 
examined by the Senate, and that no more 
should be made. Finally we wrested from that 
body reluctantly, at the end of a conference 
between the two Houses, the provision of law 


Yes ; 


I always 


The absurdity which the | 


He has been here | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


779 


, | California [Mr. Sancent] had examined the 
Montana (Mr. Ctacerr] can say with refer- || necessary to sow and plant, purchased perhaps || 


I || Globe, or had noticed what took place in the 
| in the’ States and 


House from year to year, he would have dis- 


covered that this was not the first time I had 
risen to oppose as strongly as | might the ab- 
| surdity of this practice of making treaties with 


these little ragged bands of outlaws. The gen- 
tleman asks where I have been all this time. 
It seems that no matter what law is in force, 
or what we may say, the Senate appears to be 
above all law on the subject of treaties. It 
makes treaties, as it has a right by the Consti- 
tution to do; and after making a treaty they 


| then come to the House and insist that we are 


bound to carry out the provisions of that treaty, 
which I deny. That is where I take issue with 
the gentleman from California. Isay the House 
is not bound to appropriate this money, and 
the Senate caunot bind the House by any 
treaty to make an appropriation of money. If 
so, then the Senate may deplete the Treasury ; 
the Senate may sell the territory of the Uni- 
ted States; the Senate may purchase another 
country by treaty, and compel us, asin the case 
of Alaska, to appropriate the money to pay 
for it. According to that idea, we are only 


| to be bound to the car of the Senate and to 


obey its bidding. Why, sir, I expect that if I 
should go to sleep like Rip Van Winkle, and 
sleep for forty years, and at the end of that 
time wake up and return here to this House, 
[ would still hear the stentorian voice of our 
Clerk as he read, ‘‘fortieth of the hundred 
annual instailments’’ for the Arapahoes, or 
Crows, or Assiniboines, for sheep, or seed, or 
clothing of the most modern and civilized pat- 
tern, or something of that kind. From year 
to year we are compelled to go over the same 
thing, to come up to the same point of making 


| appropriations for carrying out some of the 
| treaty stipulations with these wild Indians. 


that no more such treaties should be hereafter | 


made. But we cannot escape from these obli- 
gations imposed by treaties now in force, and 
some of which have years yet to run. ‘This 
very provision, on which the gentleman makes 
his point, is to make an appropriation for 
the seventeenth of twenty installments that 
we have agreed by treaty to make to this par- 
ticular tribe of Indians. But no more cases 
of that kind will be presented. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Unless the Senate 
make another treaty. 


Mr. SARGENT. 


The law now provides 


| that they shall not do it; they have given up 


that right by a statute to which they have con- 
sented. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
laws. 

Mr. BECK. 


They are above all 


Allow me to say that that was 


And the moment any gentleman rises in the 
House to oppose such things he is met with 
the cry, ‘‘Oh, it is the treaty; it is a secret 
treaty which the Senate has made,’’ and in 
which we have no voice. I do not expect to 
affect this matter at all, but I szise to protest 
that the Senate has no right by treaty to bind 
the House of Representatives to appropriate 


| money. 


Mr. SARGENT. Jet me say one word, 
and then I will yield the rest of my time to 


| the gentleman from Indiana, | Mr. Suanks, | 
| who I see is seeking the floor. 


| made with Indian tribes. 


For the past five years no treaties have been 
The attitude of the 


| House on the question broke up that system 


entirely. The House has never contested the 
position that treaties which were made prior 
to 1867, duly ratified by the Senate and pro- 


| claimed by the President, and under which 
| appropriations have been made with the con- 


done in a conference committee after the Sens | 


ate had previously broken up two conference 


committees upon the subject. 

Mr. SARGENT. Yes, sir; it was agreed 
to in the third conference. At a previous ses- 
sion of Congress the Indian appropriation bill 
failed to pass and went over, as the result of 
the determination of the House to have no 
more such treaties hereafter. At the last ses- 
sion of the last Congress we had one con- 
ference committee, in which the House was 
immovable in that determination, and then 
another, both of which failed to agree. Then 
there was a third conference, in which the 
Senate agreed to a provision, which was put 
in statute form, that no more such treaties 
should be made; and there never will be any 


|} more. 


| 


[Here the hammer fell. ] ; 
Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. I 
draw my amendment. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


with- 


I renew it for the 


currence of the House, should be earried out. 


| In regard to the treaties made in 1867 we took 


| appropriations under them. 
| ence to treaties made before that time, 


our stand and said that we would not provide 
for carrying them out, because they had never 
been ratified by the House; we had never made 
But with refer- 
the 


| House had recognized them by making from 


year to year appropriations to carry them out. 
After a prolonged contest between this House 


'and the Senate, it was finally, by a compro- 


| successors. 


mise, agreed that as to treaties made betore 
1867 appropriations to carry them out should 
be made until they expired. That was fixed, 
so far as that Congress could bind any of its 
But as to the future, the Senate 
consented to give up the exercise of this power 
which it claimed. It has religiously lived up 
to that agreement, and so has the executive 
department of the Government. 

The argument which the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. FarnswortH] has made is 4 


| familiar one to those who participated in the 


debate which took place at the time this excit- 
ing question was under discussion. We then 
claimed that the Senate, in its exercise of the 


year, and that the Government is obliged to || purpose of saying that if the gentleman from || treaty-making power under the Constitution, 
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had no power to compel this House to put its 
hands into the Treasury of the United States 
and make nage priations to carry out those 
(reatie We claimed that to admit sucha 
power on the i of the Senate would con 
cede the power of that body to sever the Gov- 
ernment; to give away one half of our terri- 
tory to some foreign nation under the pretense 
fan exe! e of the tre aty-making power. 
The whole argument a yn that question was 
exhausted at that time,and on the not of the 


Iiouse it was so Ssaalia ive that the Seuate 
gave up its positi yn. 

BECK, The gentleman will recollect 
also that we went so far in our opposition to 
the ground taken by the Senate that we placed 

2,000,000 in the hands of the President to 
be expended at his discretion in the manage- 
ment of the Indians, rather than submit to the 
attitude of the Senate. 

Mr. SARGENT. Yes, sir; that is the fact. 

Mr. SHANKS. I sought the floor a few 
moments ago to say the identical things which 
the gentleman from California { Mr. SarGentT | 
has said much better than I could, that those 
treaties which have been confirmed by the 
action of the two Houses we ought to carry 
out; but there are some treaties which have 
not been | 


confirmed, and which ought not 
to be carried out. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I 
amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


withdraw my 


For this amount, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, to be used at the discretion of the Presi- 
dent, toecarry on the work of aiding and instructing 
the Poncas in the arts of civilization, with a view to 
their self-support and for subsistence and clothing, 
$10.0 0, 

BIGGS. I move that the committee 
now rise. It is a quarter after four o’clock. 

Mr. SARGENT. I| hope the gentleman will 
not insist upon that motion. ‘To-morrow and 

M have been assigned, I believe, to 
business of the Committee on Education and 
Labor. 

Mr. BIGGS. I do not think there is a 
quorum present, 

Mr. SARGENT. If gentlemen will have 
patience, I think that in half an hour we ean 
finish the bill; if not, I will assent to the 
motion ths at the committee rise. 

Ihe Clerk read as follows: 


0 nday 


Pottawatomies: 

For permanent annuity, in silver, per fourth 
article treaty of August 3, 1795, $418 35. 

For permanent annuity, in silver, per third article 
treaty of September 30, 1809, $209 1s. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I rise to a question of 
order. I wish to inquire whether it would be 
in order to move that the committee rise and 
report the bill to the House. 

Mr. SARGENT. Does the gentleman pro- 
pose that the bill be re ported to the House 
with a recommendation that it pass? 

Mr. NIBLACK. Yes,sir. My object isto 
dispense with the further reading. I see that 
there are about thirty pages still remaining. 

Mr. SARGENT. I suppose there will be 
no objection to the gentleman’s proposition ; 
but there are two amendments which I want 
to offer before the committee rises. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I hope the arrangement I 
suggest may be made by general consent. 

Mr. SARGENT. So farasI am concerned, 
I have no objection. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. The motion 
that the c ommittee rise and report the bill to 
the House is, of course, in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. It will require unani- 
mous consent for tho committee at this stage 
to rise and report the bi'l to the House with a 
recommendation that it pass. If there be no 
objection it can be done. 

Mr. HALDEMAN. I object. 

Mr. CONNER. I object. unless my amend- 
ment be considered as pending. 

Mr. SARGENT. 
gentleman's amendment shall be considered || 
as pending in the House. 


I am willing that the || 


| 


} 


| 
| 
} 





j 
| 
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Mr. CONNER. That will be satisfactory 


| to me. 


Mr. NIBLACK. 


I move that the commit- 


| tee rise and report the bill to the House. 


Mr. SARGENT. Afterline fifteen hundred 
and fifty, on page 64, after these words : 

General incidental expenses of the Indian ser- 

vice: 

Forsurvey of Indian reserves undertreaty stipula- 
tions, $55,000, 

I move to insert the following: 

For this amount, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary to pay the expenses of the commission of 
persons serving without pay appointed by the Presi- 
dent under the provisions of the fourth section of 
the act of April 10, 1859, the sum of $15,000; and the 

said commission is hereby ¢ ontinued with the samo 
powers and duties provided by law. 

That is the peace commission of which Mr. 
Brunot is the president. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SARGENT. I move the following as 
an additional section. It is the same one 
which | had read the other day. It asks the 
Secretary of the Interior to submit a plan by 
which some of the absurdities which gentle- 
men have pointed out, and which I feel as 
keenly as any man, can be remedied in the 
future. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secre- 
tary of the Interior is hereby authorized and re- 
quires to prepare and submit to Congress a plan for 

equitably extinguishing as far as possible the sepa- 
rate claims upon the Government of the United 
States for annuities and allowances of diminished 
Indian tribes, and also for providing on a uniform 


basis for all Indians who are collected at the same 
j} agency. 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of 
objection to that. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CLAGETT. I offerthe following amend- 
ment, tocome in after the amendment already 
adopted, in line fifteen hundred and fifty : 

It shall be the duty of theSecretary of the Interior 
to make careful inquiry into the condition in point 
of civilization of the several tribes Imentioned in 
this act, and wherever he shall be satisfied that any 
tribe has become sufficiently civilized to take care 


Ohio. 


of the same, he shall cause such an amount of the 
several appropriations herein ashe maydeem proper | 
to be expended in the purchase of stock, cattle, or | 


sheep, for the benefit of the several tribes; said 
cattle shall be turned over to the chiefs and head- 


men of the several tribes for distribution among said | 
tribes, and said cattle and sheep shall be under the | 
exclusive care and control of the Indians to whom | 


they may be distributed respectively. 

Mr. SARGENT. There is no objection to 
that amendment in that form. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SARGENT. I have no objection to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Texas 
{ Mr. Conner] being considered as offered and 
rejected in the committee, so that a vote may 
be had on it in the House. 

Mr. CONNER. I offer the following amend- 
ment. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all citizens 


of the United States shall have the right to file their 
claims with the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 


damages sustained by bands of Indians, and should | 


they establish the same by proper proofs, it shall be 
the “duty of said Commissioner of Indian Affairs, or 
| the officer discharging his duties, to audit the same, 
charging the amount so awarded to the tribe of In- 


dians whom the ppeets may show perpetrated the | 


depredation, and the claims so audited shall be paid 
out of the Indian appropriations from year to year, 
under such rules and restrictions as now prevail in 
the Interior Department for the settlement of other 
legal claims against the General Government: Pro- 
vided, That this act does not include claims anterior 
to the passage of this act. 

Mr. SARGENT. There are a great many 
reasons I could give against the adoption of 
this amendment. I now move the committee 
rise and report this bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 

| Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Cox 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union had, according to order, 
had the Union generally under consideration, 
and particularly House bill No. 1192, making 


appropriations for the current and contingent 1 


There is no | 
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expenses of the Indian Sipiyticint and for 
fulfilling so-called treaty stipulations with yar} 

ous Indian tribes, for the yearending om ne 20 
1873, and for other purposes, and had d dire: ected 
him to report the same back to the House with 


sundry amendments. 

Mr. SARGENT. I now yield to the gop. 
tleman from ‘Texas [Mr. Conyer] to submi 
his amendment in the House. 

Mr. CONNER. I submit the amendmen: 
which has just been read. T'wo minutes ure a)| 
[I desire for speaking on ‘this amendmen It 
offer it because it will restrain these Indian 
and keep them upon their reservations. As tho 
matier now stands they raid over into ‘Texas 
or any of the other frontier States upon the 
settlements. You goto their reservations and 
you cannot claim the property. But if you 
pass thisamendment, ‘ea allow the citizen who 
has sustained the damage to go there and 
claim his property, or if you provide, in the 
event of the property having been sold and 
disposed of, that the amount shall be deducted 
from the annuity of that tribe of Indians, 
you will place a restraint upon them which 
will stop all their incursions upon the frontier, 

| And I think if the amendment have no other 
effect than this it should commend itself to 
the favor of the House. 

Mr. SHANKS. I hope that the amendient 
will not be adopted. 

Mr. SARGENT. I desire, in reply to the 
gentieman from Texas, [Mr. Conner, } to oc- 
cupy only as much time as he has done. The 
policy embodied in his amendment was tried 
fora number of years, and was found to operate 

| inthis manner: that persons had claims against 
the Indians, either true or false, for depreda- 

tions, which would absorb nearly or wholly 

their annuities to make them good, so that the 

Indians were left starving and famished and 

naked in winter, and were compelled in order 

to subsist to depredate upon the whites. And 
it was found necessary by Congress—it was 
done deliberately two years ago, alter full de- 
bate in Congress—to change the policy, and 
fix it so that when citizens complained of 
depredations by the Indians, they should come 
and ask their relief of Congress. And conse- 
quently there is at the present time pending 
before the Committee of Claims—and some 
before the Committee on Indian Affairs—a 
number of f this kind claims. But the benef- 
cial result of the policy new being pe lis 
that these de; red lations are cea-ing. I kn WW 
the gentleman’s consiiiuents have a good deal 
of trouble; they are down there, a eel way 
off; but we are extending this poiicy, and en- 
deavoring to protect the citizens. I can tell 
the gentleman, however, tbat the policy le 
recommends has been tried and found ineffect- 
| ual, and that the only hope we have of prevent: 

'| ing Indian wars is in carrying out our obliga- 
tions to the Indians in good faith, and allowing 
these amounts to gotothem. I call the pre- 

|| vious question. 

Mr. CONNER. I desire to make one slight 
alteration in my amendment, with the consent 

| of the House, before the vote is taken. The 

‘|| amendment as it is now drawn operates on 

|| claims which may have been established be- 
fore the 4th of March, 1869. I propose to let 

| it operate only from the passage of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment will be 
so modified. 

Mr. SARGENT. That does not obviate the 
objection I raised. The effect of passing the 
amendment would be that of sisacty diverting 
from the Indians the bounty of the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. CONNER. Let us at all events have 
a vote upon it. 

Mr. SARGENT. 
question. 

The previous question was seconded and 
the main question ordered on the bill and 
| amendments. 

The SPEAKER. If no separate vote is 
demanded on any other amendment reported 


I now call the previous 
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fom the Committee of the Whole than that || 


of the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. Conner, } 
‘ye others will be considered as concurred in. 
“No separate vote was asked, and the other 
amendments were concurred in. 


The question recurred on agreeing to Mr. | 


Coxnek’s amendment; and being put, there 
were—ayes 32. noes 86. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MeCORMICK, of Missouri. I rise to 
make @ parliamentary inquiry. Is it compe- 
tent for this House to pass a bill without its 
having been read? ‘That is the condition of 
this bill now. 

Mr. TAFFE. I would like to make a state- 
ment before this bill is voted on. I agreed 
with the gentleman who has charge of the bill 
not over fifteen minutes ago, as I wished to 
leave the House on important business, that 
he would not proceed beyond a certain page. I 
do not reflect upon the gentleman, because he 
says it took a ‘*shute’’ he could not control. 
What that was I do not know, and have no 
means of knowing. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must state 
that he is not presumed to know (and in the 
particular instance under consideration he 
does not know, having been absent) what is 
done in Committee of the Whole. Where a 


pill is reported from the Committee of the | 


Whole, the Chair is bound to take the bill as it 
stands. The Journal never shows any record 
of what is done in Committee of-the Whole, 


and there is no mode of correcting what is | 


done there except in the committee itself. 

Mr. TAFFE. 
that well enough, and I have no desire to 
reflect upon any one about this matter, but [ 


desired an opportunity of offering an amend- 
ment, and the gentleman from California cer- 


tainly agreed that I shouid have that oppor- || 


tunity. He will not deny that. 
Mr. SARGENT. The gentleman from Ne- 
braska was here while amendments were being 


otfered at the close of the bill, and if he had | 


desired could have offered an amendment at 
the endof the bill as other gentlemen did, but 
he did not avail himself of that opportunity. 


A gentleman on ‘the other side of the House, | 


the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Nisuack, } 
proposed that by unanimous consent the read- 
ing of two thirds of the bill be dispensed with. 
To that there was general assent in the com- 
mittee, and I assented among others. That 
was the condition of the matter. I saw the 
gentleman from Nebraska here, and he had a 
right to submit his amendment. 


amendment, and the gentleman from Montana 
{Mr. CLacerr] offered one, and I myself 
offered two amendments. The gentleman was 
here then, and had the right to exercise the 
privilege of offering an amendment if he saw 
ht. The »mendment proposed by the gentle- 
man from Texas resembled in many respects 
the amendment which the gentleman from 
Nebraska informed me he desired to offer, 


annuities should be responsible for depreda- 
tions committed by them. Am I correct in 
this? That was my understanding of it, and 


an amendment of the same kind was offered | 


by the gentleman from Texas. 

Mr. TAFFE. 
ofthe amendment. I would still like to make 
my statement of the matter. The gentleman 
from California agreed that he would not let 
the reading of the vill go beyond acertain point 
Without himself moving that the committee 
rise, 

Mr. SARGENT. And I say that the bill 
never was read within twenty pages of that 
point. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. TAFFE. That makes no difference. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I desire to say 
that my colleague on the Commitiee on Appro- 
priations, from California, when I suggested to 
im a method of expediting the consideration 


| was reached. 


| as now pending. 


Mr. Speaker, | understand | 


The gentle- | 
man from ‘Texas [Mr. Conner] offered his | 


That is a very small portion | 





| 


of the bill, said that he had made this promise 


| to the gentleman from Nebraska. and that con- | 
|| sequently he should be compelled to move that | 
| the committee rise when that point in the bill | 
| know he intended to carry out | 


his promise in good faith, but another gentle- 
man made the suggestion that the reading of 
the bill should be dispensed with, and the com- 
mittee acceded to it, and therefore my friend 
from California is acquitted of bad faith. The 
res had dropped out—the subject-matter in 


reference to which the agreement was made— | 
| and now it does not exist any longer. 
The Chair is very sure it | 


The SPEAKER. 
does not exist in the House. 

Mr. SARGENT. If the gentleman from 
Nebraska has his amendment prepared, I have 
no objection whatever to its being considered 
Let him present it now as 
the gentleman from ‘Texas has done his. 

Mr. COX, 
do not quite like this way of disposing of im- 
portant appropriation bills without their being 
read and tull opportunity afforded for the offer- 


| ing of amendments. 


fhe SPEAKER. 
the gentleman from Nebraska to offer his 
amendment, and it can be considered as pend- 
ing. 

Mr. SARGENT. 
that. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. COX. I hope so; it is only fair to the 
gentleman from Nebraska. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I ought perhaps to say in 
justice to the gentleman from California that 
I myself made the motion to dispense with the 
further reading of the bill and report it to the 
House, and | did so without consultation with 
him. I was wholly unconscious that it would 


1 have no objection to 


Let it be done 


| involve him in embarrassment on account of 


any agreement he had made with the gentleman 
from Nebraska, or any other gentleman. ' | 


made the suggestion, and it seemed to meet |! 


with so much favor in the committee that I 
submitted the motion which prevailed. If 
there was anything wrong in it, I am respons 
ible. 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Oh, ‘‘ we are 
all honorable men’’ here, and it is all right. 
Mr. HALDEMAN. I believe unanimous 


consent is necessary to this understanding. 


The gentleman from Missouri who is near me | 
[Mr. McCormick] heard me object and came | 


to me and asked me to insist upon my objec- 
tion. AsI did not desire to be disagreeable, 


and as so many gentlemen seemed to be in 


favor of the arrangement, I did not insist upon 
it. But I for one do not approve of this mode 
of legislation, especially in reference to Indian 
appropriation biils. 
bill considered carefully all through. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman had 


insisted upon his objection in Committee of 


the Whole this question would not bave arisen 
| now in the House. 
Only the gentleman’s amendment related to || 
the Sioux Indians, and proposed that their || 


The Chair will again state, 
so that this may not become a precedent, that 
the House cannot take cognizance of any mis 


understanding between members of a com- | 
mittee, except as the committee itself may, | 


by its report, bring it to the attention of 
the House. The Clerk will now read the 


amendment proposed by the gentleman from | 


Nebraska, [Mr. Tarre. } 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That none of the payments provided for 
shall be made to tribes which are at war with the | 
United States; but if portions of such tribes shall | 


remain at peace and observe their treaty obliga- 


tions, payments may be made to such parties pro 
rata, in the discretion of the Secretary of the lute- 
rior: And provided further, That all moneys or arti- || 


cles appropriated by this act shall be liable to the 
payment for depredations committed by any of the 
tribes named or contemplated. 


Mr. TAFFE. I would like to make a brief 
statement. I said day before yesterday that as 
the law now stood no money appropriated by 


Government to these Indians, was liable for 


| any depredation committed by them. 


| soever of citizens of the United States. 


I would like to have it read. I | 





The Chair will recognize || 


1 would like to have this | 


In other 
words, all the depredations that they have here- 


| tofore committed, and all that they may here 


after commit, under the law and under the 
amendment framed, I believe, by the gentlemen 
who now has charge of this bill, | Mr. Sar- 
GENT, | were to be exempt from all claims what- 
And 
in addition to that we make an appropriation 
to prosecute any citizen of any State or of the 
West who even pursues upon a reservation an 
Indian with a horse he has stolen. I hope I 
may not be misunderstood. That was voted 
down once in this House two years ago. Bat 
as the law certainly is now, though it is denied 
by the chairman of the Commiitee on Indian 
Affairs, [Mr. SHanks,] we are to have no re- 


| dress whatever; youcan make no reprisal under 
penalty of the law; and there is an appro- 
| priation to punish you for pursuing upon a 


reservation an Indian with stolen property. 
That is the law of Congress to-day. 1 offer 
this amendment so that there shall not here- 
after be a premium upon robbery and scalps 
on our western frontier. 

Mr. SHANKS. The gentleman says I 
denied that that is the law. 

Mr. TAFFE. You said it was not the law. 

Mr. SHANKS. In that the gentleman is 
mistaken. He asked what the remedy was, 
and I said that by the law of 1802, reénacted 


| in 1834, the remedy was to apply to the Indian 
| agents, and if the tribe refused redress then 


an application must be made to the President 
for payment for the injury done. He said that 
in 1859 the responsibility in that regard was 
taken off. Ido not negative that fact. I do 
not recollect it. 

Mr. TAFFE. I now ask the gentleman if 
I have not stated the law correctly, that there 
is no remedy. 

Mr. SHANKS. 
now. 

Mr. KERR. 
inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. 
gentleman. 

Mr. KERR. I desire to inquire whether 
the two provisos of the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Nebraska [Mr. Tarre] 
cannot be voted on separately ? 

Mr. SHANKS. ‘The last proviso would 
reénact the law which has been repealed. 

The SPEAKER. The amendmeut is open 
to amendment, and the gentleman can move 
to amend it by striking out the second proviso. 

Mr. KERR. I make that motion. 

Mr. SARGENT. I concur with the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. Kear] in the propri- 
ety of striking out the second proviso of this 
amendment. Congress, as | stated a moment 
ago, carefully considered that matter, and 
upen the report of the committee adopted the 
present system. It is better to prevent dep- 
redations by supplying the wants of the Indi- 
ans, than to appropriate money to make pay- 
ment for their depredations, to compensate 
those who have been depredated upon. The 
first proviso is even worse than that, so far 
as the present policy is concerned, There 
are appropriations in this bill nominally for 
the benefit of the Apaches of New Mexico, 
but they may be considered as really for the 
benefit of the white citizens of that ‘Territory. 

We have appropriated in the bill $250,000, 
to induce these tribes to go upon reservations 
and remain at peace. They are now at war 
against the Government of the United States. 
I think Lam speaking within bounds when I 
say that at the preseut time there is, on the 
average, one murder of a white man commit- 
ted in that Territory every day by Indians. 
We want to stop thiscondition of things. How 
shall we do it? We tried the thing with the 
Sioux, who were depredating upon the whites, 


This is what I want to say 
I rise to make a parliamentary 


The 


Chair will hear the 


| committing murders and other outrages, and 
| enacting deeds of fiendish cruelty. 
the Government, no article contributed by the || priated nearly two million dollars in order to 


\| pacify—to bribe, if you please—those twenty 


We appro- 
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l 
thousand Indians. They are to-day at peace | 
with the Government. The experiment has 
But if there had been a provision 
in the law that none of the money appropri- 
ated should be expended upon any tnbe, or 
part of a tribe, at war with the Government, 
the whole object would have been defeated, 
because the Interior Department would have 
been inhibited from paying one dollar to aid 
Indians who were at war. 

Mr. TAF&E. Do you want to pay them for | 
being at war? 

Mr. SARGENT. We do not want to pay | 
them for being at war, but we want to go there 
with supplies purchased with the money ap- | 
propriated in this bill, and say to them, ‘‘ Cease | 
your depredations; go upon the reservations | 
we have provided for you, and we will feed you. | 

Do not steal the cattle of settlers or commit | 
other depredations, but remain at peace, and | 
you and your families shall not starve. The 
people of the United States are able to give 
you the means of subsistence ; they are wil- | 
ling to act toward you with humanity if you 
will go upon the reservations and stay there, 
and conduct yourselves peaceably. Here is 
an earnest of our good intentions; here is a 
part of the goods which the Government has 
sent you.’’ By sucha policy we may secure 
peace with these Indian tribes. But if we put 
the money into the Treasury and say that until 
the Indians have beeome peaceable it shall not 
be expended for their benefit, we defeat the | 
very object of the appropriation. It is forthe | 
very reason that they are at war that we want | 
to go to them, and by means of the supplies | 
we furnish them make them peaceable. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. You propose | 
to buy a peace? 1] 


Mr. SARGENT. 


is peace between the Indians and the whites, 
you put them all upon their good behavior. 
Mr. SARGENT. I resume the floor for a 
moment, for the purpose of saying that the 
principal obstacle which has been met with 
in carrying out the humane policy of the 
Government is in the mistaken ideas of the 
frontiersmen. My friend from Texas [Mr. 
ConNER] represents fairly the opinion of the 
great body of the white people upon the 
Texas frontier. Andif you go tnto the Ter- 
ritory of Arizona, or into some parts of my 
own State, you will there find people insisting 


succeeded, 


that it is impossible to keep the Indian at 


Now the Government does not think 
so, and it is not the policy of this bill. I 


one, 


ment, and I therefore call for the previous 
| question, 

Mr. CONNER. I regard this as one of the 
most important measures which can come be- 
fore Congress, and as | intend to insist on the 
demand for the yeas and nays, I now move 
the House adjourn s0 as to take the vote to- 
morrow when the House is full. 

Mr. SARGENT. I have no objection to 
taking the vote to-morrow, if that will accom- 
modate the gentleman. 

Mr. CONNER. Let it go over until to-mor- 


| 
| 


on when there is no quorum in the House. 

Mr. SARGENT. [ insist on my demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. CONNER. I insist on my motion to 
adjourn. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
38, noes 59. 


Mr. CONNER. 


Y-es, we propose to buy I demand the yeas and 


a peace with these Indians. || nays. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. And to buy it by || The SPEAKER. The Chair will order tell- 
presents, &c., given to them while they are || ers. The previous question had in fact been 


still at war? 

Mr. SARGENT. We propose to buy it 
under the circumstances as they exist. They 
are now in a state of hostility to the Govern- 
ment—partially or spasmodically at any rate. 
One month, perhaps, they may be living peace- | 
fully on their spoils ; the next month they are 
on the war-path. 


ordered, but was waived in order to allow the 
amendment of the gentleman from Nebraska 


no objection the Chair will consider the pre- 


vious question seconded and the main question 
ordered. 
Mr. HOAR. I object. 
We want to induce these |} The SPEAKER. The Chair will then put 
Indians to become peaceable, like “or Semi- i] the question to the House on seconding the 
noles, or like the Creeks and Cherokees, for || demand for the previous question. 
whom we are now talking about providing a | The House divided : aaa there were—ayes 
territorial government; or like the Pottawato- || eighty-seven. noes not counted. 
mies and Winnebagoes, who are citizens of the | ‘So the previous question was seconded. 
United tates, though a generation and a half 1] The main question was ordered. 
ago these Indians were carrying bloodshed and || And then, on motion of Mr. CONNER, (at 
— a ceueaann Gee : : four o’clock and fifty-five minutes p. m.,) the 
Mr. FARNSW6 ‘ ill the gentleman 1] House adjourned. 
allow me to interrupt him? | , 
Mr. SARGENT. Iam always glad to yield || 
to my friend from Illinois. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. From all that [have 
heard in listening to gentlemen who under- 
stand the character of the Indians, the ground 
of those who urge these appropriations seems 
to be that it is for the interests of the white || W. Pascoe and 101 ethers, workers in the 
people, for the preservation of their lives and || Lehigh zine mines of Lehigh and Northampton 
property, as also that they may have a slice of |! counties, Pennsylvania, against any change in 
these appropriations which have been munilfi- || the tariff laws abating duties on articles suc- 
cently made by the Government, that the || cessfully produced in this country, urged by 
| the Free-Trade League, and praying the repeal 


| 
| 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 





Indians should remain at peace with them. | 
Now, if you make it necessary that the Indian || of all duties on tea, coffee, and such other arti- 
tribes should be at peace with the whites || cles as cannot be produced in the United 
before they receive any of these appropria- || States, and also such adjustment of duties 
tions, you secure the earnest efforts of the white || as will encourage and defend every home 
settlers to keep the Indians upon their good | industry and foster the honor and interests of 
behavior, and also make it the interest of the || the American laborer. 

Indians that they shall be upon their good || Also, the remonstrance of Charles G. Weiss 
behavior in order to get the money. More than || and 516 others, workers in the Allentown roll- 
half—probably nine tenths—of allthe troubles || ing-mill, of Allentown, Lehigh county, Penn- 
arising with the Indians originate with the || sylvania, against the change in the tariff laws 
whites. I may state the proportion too largely ; || abating duties on articles successfully produced 
but at any rate, these troubles, to a great ex- || in thiscountry,urged by the Free-Trade League, 
tent, originate in trespasses committed by the || and praying the repeal of all duties'on tea, 
whites upon the Indians. If you say to the coffee, and such other articles as cannot be 
white man as well as to the Indian, that none || produced in the United States, and also such 
of this money shall be appropriated unless there | adjustment of duties as will encourage and 


By Mr. ACKER: The remonstrance of R. | 


i 
defend every home industry and foster 


[Mr. Tarre] to be offered; and if there be | 


just as earnestly, and in equally good faith, | 


peace ; that the only good Indian is the dead | 


row. It is too important a measure to be voted | 











think that will be the effect of the amend- || 


adjustment of duties as will encourage and 


the 
an aboiers 
rhe petition of mor. 
chants of Minnesota, for a modification of t} 
tariff on certain kinds of sugar ss 
By Mr. BECK: The petition of William M 
Coffey, guardian of John I’. and William 


honor and interests of the American | 
By Mr. AVERILL: 


mer- 


McGuire, children of Benjamin F. McGuire 
deceased, of Lincoln county, Kentueky. pray. 


ing that a pension be granted to them jn COU- 
sequence of the services of their father ac . 
soldier in the Army of the United States jy the 
late war. 
By Mr. BIGGS: The remonstrance of Aro}. 
bald Crozier and 68 others, workers in Pusey 
Brothers’ factory, and others, of Wilmingtoy, 
Delaware, against the change in the tariff laws 
abating duties on articles successfully produced 
in this country, urged by the Free Trade League 
and praying the repeal of all duties on tea, 
coffee, and such other articles as cannot he 
produced in the United States, and also such 


1 


defend every home industry and foster the 
honor and interests of the American laborer. 

Also, the remonstrance of John P. Edwards 
and 46 others, workers in machine and other 


| shops at Wilmington and vicinity, Delaware, 


against the change in the tariff laws abating 
duties on articles successfully produced in this 
country, urged by the Free-'l'rade League, and 
praying the repeal of all duties on tea, coffee, 


_and such other articles as cannot be produced 
in the United States, and also such adjustment 
| of duties as will encourage and defend every 

home industry and foster the honor and inter 


ests of the American laborer. 
By Mr. CLARKE, of New York: The peti- 


| tions of the officers and trustees of the Roches. 








ter Savings Bank and the Mechanics’ and East 
Side Savings Bank, of the city of Rochester, 
New York, in favor of abolishing the tax on 
deposits. 

Also, the petition of manufacturers and deal- 
ers in tobacco, in favor of a uniform tax of 
sixteen cents per pound. 

Also, the petition of dealers in wine and 
liquors, in favor of a change in the mode of 
taxation. 

By Mr. ELY: The petition of the Equitable 
Savings Bank of New York, for the repeal of 
the tax on deposits. 

Also, the petition of S. Funke, for the re- 
moval of the tax on cigars manufactured for 


| export. 


Also, the petition of Catherine Ferry, fora 
pension. 

By Mr. FARNSWORTH: The petition of 
citizens of Aurora, Illinois, for the repeal of 
the duties on tea, coffee, &c. 

By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: The petition 
of William Oliver and 28 others, soldiers, of 
Belmont county, Ohio, praying the equalization 
of bounty money and for bounty land. 

Also, the petition of William O. Reed and 
29 others, soldiers, of Belmont county, Ohio, 
asking the equalization of bounty and for bounty 
land. 

By Mr. GETZ: The remonstrance of John 
L. Seibert and 45 others, manufacturers of 
cigars, &c., of Womelsdorf, Pennsylvania, 
against the change in the tariff laws abating 
duties on articles successfully produced in this 
country, urged by the Free-'T'rade League, and 
praying the repeal of all duties on tea, coffee, 
and such other articles as cannot be produced 
in the United States, and also such adjust: 
ment of duties as will encourage and defend 
every home industry and foster the honor and 
interests of the American laborer. 

By Mr. GRIFFITH: The petition of Colone! 
D. C. McCoy and 95 others, citizens of Pennsy!- 
vania, and late officers and soldiers in the Army 
of the United States, praying the passage of au 
act givingall soldiers, sailors, and marines who 
enlisted in the service of the United States for 
the suppression of the late rebellion, and who 
have an honorable discharge, and to the heirs 
of those that are deceased, $8 834 per month 
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for the entire time served, deducting all Gov- 


_enment bounty heretofore paid; also, toamend | 


she rwenty-fifth section of the actapproved July 
)5, 1870, so as to allow soldiers and sailors to 


enter the amount of land therein allowed with- 


out the requirements of settlement-and culti- | 


yatlon. 


Also, the remonstrance of James Robinson | 


and 50 others, workmen in Kimberly & Filer’s 
coal bank, of Hickory township, Mercercounty, 
Pennsylvania, against the change in the tariff 


laws abating duties on articles successfully pro- | 


duced in this country, and praying the repeal 
of all duties on tea, coffee, and such other 
articles as cannot be produced in the United 


States, and also such adjustment of duties as | 
will encourage and defend every home indus- | 


try and foster the honor and interests of the 
American laborer. ; 

By Mr. HALDEMAN: The petition of num- 
erous citizens of Wrightsville, York county, 
Pennsylvania, against a change of existing 


tariff laws, in so far as they protect American | 


judustry, and in favor of the repeal of all duties 
upon tea and coffee. 


‘By Mr. HAMBLETON: The petition of 


Captain Samuel M. Traverse, L. I’. Kerwin, | 


and 200 others, citizens of Dorchester county, 
Maryland, engaged in the boating business, 
praying that the said county may be included 
in the Baltimore city customs district instead 
of the Crisfield district, as at present. 


Also, the memorial of Dr. H.R. Pitts and | 


100 others, citizensof Worcester county, Mary- 
land, praying a survey of the bay or sound 
extending from the Delaware line through 
Worcester county to Chincoteague inlet, in 
Virginia, with a view to removing obstruc- 
tions. 

By Mr. KELLEY: The remonstrance of 


W. H. MeMillan and 473 others, workers in | 


the Pascal iron-works, Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, against the change in the tariff laws 
abating duties on articles successfully pro- 
duced in this country, urged by the Free-Trade 
eague, and praying the repeal of all duties 
on tea, coffee, and such other articles as can- 
not be successfully produced in the United 
States, and also such adjustment of duties as 
will encourage and defend every home indus- 
try. and foster the honor and interests of the 
American laborer. 

Also, the remonstrance of Henry R. Green 
and 60 others, workersin the Berkshire mills, of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, against the change 
in the tariff laws abating duties on articles suc- 


cessfully produced in this country, urged by | 


the ’ree-‘Trade League, and praying the repeal 
of all duties on tea, coffee, and such other arti- 
clesas cannot be produced in the United States. 
and also such adjustment of duties as_will 
encourage and defend every home industry 
and foster the honor and interests of the Amer- 
ican laborer. 

Also, the remonstrance of Edward L. Carey 


and 50 others, members of the White Hall || 
Agricultural Association of Frederick county, || 


Virginia, against the change in the tariff laws 
abating duties on articles successfully pro- 


duced in thiscountry, urged by the Free-Trade | 


League, and praying the repeal of all duties on 


tea, coffee, and such other articles as cannot || 


be produced in the United States, and also 
such adjustment of duties as will encourage 
and defend every home industry and foster the 
honor and interests of the American laborer. 

Also, the remonstrance of William Righter 
and 79 others, workers in the Tacony chemical 
works of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, against 
the change in the tariff laws abating duties 
On articles successfully produced in this coun- 
try, urged by the Free-Trade League, and 
praying the repeal of all duties on tea, coffee, 
and such gther articles as cannot be produced 
in the United States, and also such adjustment 
of duties as will encourage and defend every 

ome industry and foster the honor and inter- 
ests of the American laborer. 


By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of Josiah 


|| Reab, for an amendment to the pension law 
|| for surviving soldiers in the war of 1812. 

By Mr. LYNCH: The petition of Mrs. 
Mary A. Chute, of Naples, Maine, praying a 
pension. 

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of Judge 
|| Edward Hall and 97 others, citizens of Holmes 
county, Ohio, praying Congress to retain the 
present protective duties upon American in- 
dustry. 


By Mr. NIBLACK: The memorial of J. | 
A. Leruke and 84 others, citizens of Indiana, |! 
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| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Fripay, February 2, 1872. 
The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burner, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 


| approved. 


praying Congress to grant aid to the Western | 


lron-Boat Building Company. 

By Mr. PACKER: The petition of Colonel 
David Taggart and others, officers of the Army 
of the United States, praying an increase of 
the pay and salary of paymasters’ clerks. 
| By Mr. E. H. ROBERTS: The petition of 
|| citizens of Oneida county, New York, for the 
|| repeal of the duty on salt. 
|| By Mr. SHOEMAKER: Sundry petitions 
of citizens of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, 
|| praying the passage of House bill No. 660, 
| granting bounty lands to certain persons en- 
United States from and after the 4th day of 
March, 1861. 


| 
| ByMr. SLOSS: The petition of officers of the | 


SESSION OF SATURDAY. 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
a privileged question. I move that when the 
House adjourns to-day it be to meet on Mon- 
day. I make this motion with a view to an 
understanding being come to whether we shall 
adjourn over, or whether there shall be a 


| 
|| session to-morrow for debate only. 
' 


gaged in the military and naval service of the | 


|| Methodist Episcopal church at Decatur, Ala- | 


|| bama, asking compensation for their house of 


|| States. 


Schoonour and 26 others, workmen of Weath- 


By Mr. STORM: The remonstrance of S. I. | 


|| erly, Carbon county, Pennsylvania, against the | 


|| change in the tariff laws abating duties on arti- 
| cles successfully produced in this country, 
|| urged by the Free-T'rade League, and praying 
the repeal of all duties on tea, coffee, and such 
other articles as cannot be produced in the 


! 
| 
| duties as will encourage and defend every 
' 


ests of the American laborer. 


| of Pennsylvania, and late soldiers of the Army 
|| of the United States, asking the passage of an 
|| act giving to all soldiers, sailors, and marines 
| who served during the late war, and to the 


| heirs of those now deceased, the sum of 


| 
| 
| 


deducting all bounties heretofore paid, and to 
| change the law of July 15, 1870, so as to allow 
soldiers and sailors to enter the amount of 


Also, the remonstrance of Abraham Schropp 
and 967 others, workers in the Bethlehem iron- 
\| works, of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, against the 
| change in the tariff laws abating duties on 
| articles successfully produced in this country, 
urged by the Free-Trade League, and praying 
|| the repeal of duties on tea, coffee, and such 
other articles as cannot be produced in the 
United States, and also such adjustment of 
| duties as will encourage and defend every 
|| home industry and foster the honor and inter- 
ests of the American laborer. 

By Mr. SWANN: The memorial of the Choc- 
taw nation, relative to their claim to the net 
proceeds of their lands ceded to the United 
| States by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. 
| Also, two petitions from business firms in 
| the city of Baltimore, Maryland, praying the 
| repeal of the duty on salt. 

By Mr. TWICHELL: The petition of 

| Franklin Curtis, for an American register for 

|| brig M. L. B. 

| By Mr. WALLACE: The memorial of the 
Charleston Chamber of Commerce, praying 

|| Congress to restore the cotton tax. 


| By Mr. WALDRON: The petition of Ben- 


| of settlement and eultivation. 











| Michigan, soldiers in the late war, asking the 
passage of an act giving to all soldiers $8 334 


| per month for the time served, after deducting 


| any Government bounty already paid. 


United States, and also such adjustment of | 


home industry and foster the honor and inter- | 


Also, the petition of 75 citizens of the State | 


| $8 334 per month for the entire time served, | 


| lands therein allowed without the requirements | 


| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I think there 
are some gentlemen who would like to speak 
| to-morrow. I therefore move that the session 


be ; : ae 
| of to-morrow be for devate only as in Com- 


mittee of the Whole, no business whatever to 
be transacted; I shall be quite satisfied if that 
is agreeable to the House. 

The motion of Mr. Garrie.p, of Ohio, was 
agreed to. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the motion was agreed 


| to; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
| sider be laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORGANIZATION OF INDIAN TERRITORY. 


: é ; Mr. SHANKS, by unanimous consent, pre- 
worship, which was destroyed by the United || cs : x piel 1 


| States Army during the late war between the | aaa . 
. \| the organization of the Indian territory into 


sented a protest of the Choctaw nation against 


a territorial or State government; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


INTERNAL TAXES, 


| Mr. PECK, by unanimous consent, intro- 
| duced a bill (H. R. No. 1333) to amend sec- 
| tion thirty-five of an act entitled, ‘‘An act to 
reduce internal taxes, and for other purposes ;”’ 
which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. PECK. I desire to have the bill put 
upon its passage now. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read for 
information, after which objections, if any, will 
be in order. 

The bill was read. It proposes to extend 
the privileges of the act entitled ‘‘An act to 
reduce internal taxes, and for other purposes,’’ 
approved July 14, 1870, to the port of Toledo, 
in the State of Ohio. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time ; and being engrossed, it was 
| accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
| Mr. PECK moved to reconsider the vote by 
| which the bill was passed ; and also moved that 
| the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


| CHICAGO RELIEF. 
| Mr. FINKELNBURG. I ask unanimous 





consent to present a memorial of the St. Louis 
Board of Trade, for reference to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. I desire to have the 
memorial read. 

The memorial was read, as follows: 


' 
| 
Sr. Louis, Missovurt., February 1, 1872. 
Hon. A. FinkLensureG and Hon. Erastus WEe.LLs: 
Please have the following preamble and resolu- 
tions presented to both Houses of Congress at the 
| earliest practicable moment. 
By order of the St. Louis Board of Trade: 
B. R. BONNER, President. 
‘*Whereas a bill is now pending in the Congress 

of the United States which provides for the import 
ation into the port of Chicago certain goods, wares, 

and merchandise free of duty, for the purpose of 
| extending aid to the sufferers in the burnt district 

in said city: Therefore, , 
| ** Be it resolved, That the merchants, manufac- 

turers, and importezs of St. Louis, through their 
Board of Trade, respectfully represent that the pre - 
| posed mode of relief is impracticable and unjust in 
| this, that it would unsettle values, complicate the 
collection of the revenue, open the way to fraud, 


|| and place the burden of relief upon a few classes 


**2. Resolved, That any aid that Congress in its 
wisdom may deem proper to extend, should be by 
direct appropriation from the national Treasury, by 
which process Congress and the whole country will 

|| know the exact amount contributed, and every 
| interest will bear its proportion of a national tax to 
rebuild Chicago. 


|| that should be borne equitably and alike by all. 
| jamin H. Curtis and others, of Monroe county, | 


i 
i 
2 
‘ 
. 


eres 


foes: etary 


rer tiies« sored 
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"2 Pesolved, That the president of this board 13 
barat xy requested to transmit to the President of 
the Senate, Speaker of the House, and the con- 
gressional delegation from this State, a copy of 
these res plutions. 

The memorial was refi 

and Means. 
JAMES DE LONG, 

Mr. FRYE, by unanimous consent, reported 
back from the Committee of Claims the peti- 
De Long for compensation, and 
moved that thatcommittee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 


Ihe motion was agreed to. 


rred to the Com- 
mittee of Way 


tion of Jame 


J. W. QUINN. 
Mr. MOORKE, bs 
duced a bill (LI. 


unanimous consent, intro- 
tk. No. 1334) for the relief 
| 


of J. W. Quinn; which was read a first and 
second time. 
Mr. MOORE. Iask unanimous consent to 


have the bill put upon it 
[he bill was rea 


passage, 
It directs 
the Secretary of the Interior to place on the 
pension-rolls, subjeet to the provisions and 
limitations of the pension laws, the name 
of J. W. Quinn, late a first lieutenant of the 
United States 
pension to commence from and after the pas- 
sage ol th act 

Mr. MOORE. 1 ask that the report in this 
case he rena 1. 

The report was read, 


d for information, 


as follows: 


The claim for invalid pension in the case of John 
W. Quinn, latea first lieutenantin the United States 
revenue marine, is one of a class for which no pro- 
vision is made by law. If a pension is granted te 
this claimant it must be considered among those 
which are denominated as gratuitous pensions, 
pensions should be granted with extreme caution, 

nd the evidence should show the particular case to 
be peculiarly meritorious, and such cases should 
stand by themselves, and ‘not be considered, when 
granted, inthe light of forming precedents for future 
nection. The Government bas, however, from its foun- 
dation been in the habit of granting suc h pensions 
when the case has appeared to be one of superior 
merit. The present case we think one of this char- 
acter, Captain Quinn is an old salt whose whole 
career, of about twenty-five years, while in the mer- 
chant marine and United States revenue marine, 
has been one of singular usefulness and marked by 
the highest possible integrity. The old gentleman, 
now sixty-eight years of age, is the very personifica- 
tion of cleverness and honor; justsuch @ man as any 
arm of the Government service might be proud of. 
In 186] he was crippled by a fall while in the line of 
duty which permanently disabled him for active sea 
service. He is now very poor and unable to pro- 
cure, by his own exertions, a subsistence for his 
family, consisting of himself, his aged wife, and two 
children, still dependent upon him for support. His 
son, anoble 
the late war, on whose account thedependent mother 
would be entitled to a pension; 
mother absolutely declines to apply on account of 
the death of her boy. 

To Captain Quinn his country is his idol. He 
has served it with singular fidelity and honesty, and 
has truly been an ornament tothe service. This 


Government can lose nothing by recognizing in | 


some substantial way such singular virtue in an old 
publie servant; besides, he is now quite old, and 
cannot, 


enjoythisgratuity. The committee, therefore, rec- 


ommend the passage of the following bill for his | 


reel, 

rhe bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. M¢ A RI moved to rec onsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

JAMES KEENON. 

Mr. FOSTER, of Pennsylvania, by unani- 
mous consent, introduced a joint resolution 
(H. R. No. 94) to amend the joint resolution 
for the relief of James Keenon, late consul at 
Hong Kong, China, approved February 18, 
1867 ; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 


CHEROKEE NEUTRAL LANDS. 
Mr. LOWE. 


present, 


I ask unanimous consent te 
for reference to the Committee on 





revenue marine, and pay him a | 


Such | 


and gallant young naval officer, fell in | 


but the sensitive | 


in the course of nature, long continue to | 
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Indian Affairs, a memorial of the Legislature || 
of the State of Kansas, in behalf of settlers on 
the Cherokee neutral lands, and I desire to 
have the memorial read. 

The memorial was read, as follows: 


Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, (the 
Senate concurring therein,) 1. That the Congress 
of the United States is earnestly requested to pass 
such laws as may secure ona fide settlers upon the 
Cherokee neutral lands the full benefit of the home- 
stead and preémption laws, and also secure to the 
State the sixteenth and thirty -sixth sections of lands 
in each township throughout the State, for school 
Pe That 

That our Representatives and Senators in Con- 
gres s are urged to usetheir best efforts tosecure such 
legislation as will accomplish the above object. 

3. That the secretary of State is hereby instructed 
to transmit a copy of the above resolutions to each 
member of the Kansas congressional delegation. 

Adopted by the house January 23, 1872. 

.R. BANKS, 
Chicf Clerk House of Representatives. 
Concurred in by sonate January 23, 1872 
GEORGE C. CROW PHE R, 


Secretary. 
The memorial was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 


TRADE STATISTICS. 


Mr. LYNCH, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish this House with the following 


statistics, namely: the amount of tonnage and value 
of cargoes representing the trade of the United 


States forthe year 1870 with the west coast of Mexico | 


and Central America, west coast of South America, 
Sandwich Islands, islands of the Pacific, Australia 
and New Zealand, China, Japan, and British, Dutch, 
and Spanish East Indies; also between the States 
of California and Oregon, and the Atlantic States; 
the amount of tonnage and value of cargoes repre- 
senting the trade of Great Britain for the year 1870, 
with California and west coast of British America, 
west coast of Mexico and Central America, Ee vuador, 
Peru, Chili, the islands of tho Pacific, Australia, 
and New Zealand, China, Japan, and the Dutch and 
Spanish East Indies, outward only; also theamount 


of tonnage and value of cargoes representing the | 


trade of Germany for 1870, with west coast of North 
America, west coast of South America, Australia 
and New Zealand, islands of the Pacific , China and 
sanen. Dutch and Spanish East Indies, outward 
only. 


Mr. PERCE. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL, 


The SPEAKER. The regular order being 
demanded, the House resumes the consider- 


ation of the bill (H. R. No. 1192) making ap.- | 
propriations for the current and contingent | 
expenses of the Indian department, and for | 


fulfilling so-called treaty stipulations with vari- 
ous Indian tribes for the year ending June 30, 
1873, and for other purposes, reported last 
evening from the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union with sundry amend- 
ments, and the pending question is upon the 
amendment of the gentleman from Indiana 
{[Mr. Kerr] to the amendment of the gentle- 


_man from Nebraska, [Mr. Tarre. ] 


Mr. Tarre’s amendment was read, as follows: 


Provided, That none of the payments provided for 
shall be made to tribes which are at war with the 
United States; but if portions of such tribes shall 


remain at peace and observe their treaty obliga- || ‘ , ‘ 
may 2 || the consideration of this bill. 
rata, under the direction of the Secretary of the Inte- || 


tions payments may be made to such parties pro 


rior: And provided further, That all moneys or arti- 


cles appropriated by this act shall be liable to the | 


poymant tor depredations committed by any of the 
tribes named or contemplated. 


The amendment of Mr. Kerr was to strike | 


out the second proviso, which is as follows: 


And provided further, That all moneys or articles 
appropriated by this act shall be liabie to the pay- 
ment for depredations committed by any of the 
tribes named or contemplated. 

The question was put; and there were—ayes 
79, noes 29; no quorum voting. 

Mr. TAFFE. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Tarre and 
Mr. Kerr were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 107, noes 15. 

So the amendment to the 
agreed to. 


The question recurred upon agreeing to Mr. 


amendment 


for shall be made to tribes which are at wi 
United § 
remain at peace and observe their treaty ob sau 
tions payments may be made to such part hee 
rata, under the direction of the Secretary of 4 
Interior. : 


engrossed and read a third time ; 
engrossed, it was accordingly rez id the 
time, and passed. 


vote by which the bill was passed ; and ; 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 


begins, at 

o'clock, and this being Friday, the committee 

will be called for reports of a private nature, 

and reports of that character are in order from 
| the Committee on Education and Labor. 


i call for the regular order. | 








February 2, 


| TaFFe’s amendment as amended, which was 
as follows: 


Provided, That none of the payments provided 


Ir With the 
States; but if portions of such tribes ch. 


yr 


lu 


The question was put, and the ame: ndment 


was disagreed to. 


The bill, as amended, was then ordered {5 } 
and bei: 


third 


Mr. SARGENT moved to reconsider {ho 


] 
Also 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SARGENT. 


I move to amend th 


title of the bill by striking out the words « 
called.’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 
COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY. 
The SPEAKER. 


The morning hour noy 
thirty-one minutes past twelve 


Mr. PERCE, 


from the Committee on Fay 


cation and Labor, reported a bill (H. kt. No. 


1335) to reimburse the College of William and 


Mary, in Virginia, for property destroyed du: 
ing the war of the rebellion; which was read 
a first and second time. 


The question was upon ordering the bill to 


be engrossed and read a third time. 


The bill was read. It directs the Secretary 
of the Treasury to pay to the College of Wii- 
liam and Mary, in Virginia, the sum of $65,000 
out of any money in the Treasury not other. 


| wise appropriated, to reimburse the college 


for the destruction of its buildings and other 


| property, destroyed without authority by dis 


orderly soldiers of the United States during 
the late rebellion, no money to be paid excep: 
upon account of such destruction and dam 


| ages caused thereby, duly verified and proven. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Michigan. I make the poi: 
of order that the bill contains an appropr sation 
and must have its first consideration in the 
Committee of the Whole. 

TheSPEAKER. The point of order is wel 
taken, and the bill i is referred to the Comm 


| tee of the Whole on the Private Cale ndar, 


Mr. PERCE. I move that the House now 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole fi 
the purpose of considering this bill. Pendin; 


that motion I move that all general debate 


thereon be limited to forty minutes. 
TheSPEAKER. The Chair will inform the 

gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Perce] th: 

his motion cannot be put in that precise form. 


The gentleman moves that the House now 


resolve itself into°Committee of the Whole to: 


Calendar preceding this or not; if there are 


any, they must be first cons sidered when the 


House shall go into Committee of the Whole. 


The question was upon going into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the Private Calendar; 
and upon a division, there were—ayes 8b, 


noes 50, 


Before the result of the vote was announced, 


Mr. FARNSWORTH and Mr.. CONGEL 


called for tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Farnswonrtil 


and Mr. Perce were appointed. 
The SPEAKER. 
Calendar before him. 


except this one; 


The Hous 
must go into Committee of the Whole fox the 
consideration of the Private Calendar. The 
Chair is not aware, at this present moment, 
whether there are any bills on the Private 


The Chair has the Private 

There is no bill thas far 
this session referred to the Committee of the 
Whole and placed on the Private Calendar 
therefore, should the House 
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now go into Committee of the Whole, this bill | the Whole this bill will not only be first upon | the Commissioner is authorized to revive and 
the Calendar, but it must be considered at that 


will be the first for consideration. 

The House again divided; and the tellers | 
-eported that there were—ayes 89, noes 37. 

" So the motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into | 
the Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar, Mr. L. Myers in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report 
the first and only bill on the Private Calendar, 

The Clerk reported the bill, which was a bill 
(H. R. No 1335) to reimburse the College of 
William and Mary, in Virginia, for property 
destroyed during the war of the rebellion. 

Mr. PERCE. I will now yield to the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] for 
twenty minutes. 

Mr. HOAR. This is a very important and 
interesting bill—— 

Mr. HOLMAN. Irise to a parliamentary 
inguiry. Is not this objection day, and if so, 
what number of objections are necessary to pre- 
yent the consideration of this billon this call? 

The CHAIRMAN. This is objection day. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Does not the rule 
require five objections? 

The CHAIRMAN. On the second call five 


objectors are required; on the first call only || 


one is required. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I object under the 
first eall. } 

The CHAIRMAN. The Calendar willagain 
be called. 

Mr. HOAR. I rise for the purpose of call- 
ing the attention of the Chair to the fact that 
the House had gone into Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar, the only bill 
on the Calendar was read, the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Perce] was recognized, and 
he was allowed to yield the floor to me; there- 
upon I addressed the Chair, was recognized in 
my turn, and had proceeded with a sentence of 
my remarks before the point was raised that 
this is objection day. I claim that it is too 
late now to object. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. But it had not been | 
announced that this was objection day, nor was 
objection called for. 

fhe CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
objection wasin time. There being, however, 
but one bill on the Private Calendar, the Clerk 
will report that bill again, when it will require 
five objectors to prevent its consideration to- 
day. 

The Clerk accordingly reported the bill 
(H. R. No. 1835) to reimburse the College of 
William and Mary, in Virginia, for property 
destroyed during the war of the rebellion. 

The CHAIRMAN. Are there five mem- 
bers of this committee who object to the con- 
sideration of this bill at this time? 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio, Mr. DAWES, Mr. 
SHELLABARGER, Mr. FARNSWORTH, 
Mr. BLAIR, Mr. CONGER, and others, 
objected. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
sidered to-day. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to appeal from the 
decision of the Chair on the question whether 
the right of objection obtains after I had begun 
my remarks. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would sug- 
gest to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Hoar] that his bill is in order under the | 
next call on private bill day. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to inquire whether 
the bill must, when objected to a second time, | 
go over until another day? 

The CHAIRMAN. It will be first on the 
Private Calendar when the House again goes 
into Committee of the Whole on the Private | 
Calendar. 

Mr. HOAR. I ask the Chair whether that 
call takes place to-day or on some future day? | 

The CHAIRMAN. On some future day. | 
The Chair will say to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, however, that when the Private 
Calendar is again reached in Committee of || 
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The bill cannot be con- 
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| been had in Committee of the Whole will then | 


time. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to proceed with the 
| discussion of the bill to-day, and I appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. I wish to call 


the attention of the Chair to the fact I had | 





| begun my remarks- 
| Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
| gion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 

Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] appeals from the 
| decision of the Chair. 

Mr. DAWES. Is that question debatable? 
| The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the 
| Chair it is not. 
| Mr. HOAR. I withdraw the appeal. 
| Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Let the rule in 
| regard to objections be read for information. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report 
| the rule. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


“On the first and fourth Friday and Saturday of 
each month the Calendar of private bills shall be 


I object to discus- 


|! called over, (the chairman of the Committee of the 


Whole House commencing the call where he left off 
| the previous day,) and the bills to the passage of 
which no objection shall then be made shall be first 
considered and disposed of. But when abillisagain 
reached, after having been once objected to, the 
committee shall consider and dispose of the same, 
unless it shall be again objected to by at least five 
members.” 


Mr. PERCE. 


I desire to ask a question. 


bill will come up, as I understand? 


The CHAIRMAN. It will, and must then 


been now exhausted. 

Mr. PERCE. 
the appeal be withdrawn. 

Mr. HOAR. I have withdrawn the appeal. 

Mr. PERCE. I move that the committee 
now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, Mr. L. Myers 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calender, having had under consid- 
eration the Private Calender, had come to no 
resolution thereon. 

Mr. HOAR. Irise to a parliamentary in- 
quiry: is it in order to move to go again into 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calen- 
dar, and if that motion be agreed to, will the 
bill which has just been objected to bein order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the Private 
Calendar to consider that bill, because the rule 
which has been read applies to the first and 
fourth Friday of each month; and the day 
| of the week is not changed by coming out of 
committee. The intention of therule isto give 
| time to the House to consider bills of this char- 
acter. The motion of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar} would be in order 
to-morrow, or next Friday, or any subsequent 
Friday. The bill upon which discussion has 


be the first on the Private Calendar, and must 
| be considered, the power of objection upon 
| the two calls having now been exhausted. 

Mr. SHANKS. I ask unanimons consent 
| to submit an amendment to go with that bill. 
| The SPEAKER. 

the House, but in Committee of the Whole. 


Reports of a private nature are still in order. | 


| LEVI BISSELL. 
Mr. L. MYERS, from the Committee on 


|| Patents, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1836) for 


the relief of Levi Bissell; which was read a 
first and second time. 

The bill, which 
Commissioner of Patents to grant a rehearing 
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When the House again goes into Committee | 
of the Whole upon the Private Calendar, this | 


be considered, the right of objection having | 


Then I would suggest that | 








The bill is not before || 





was read, authorizes the | 


of the application of Levi Bissell forthe exten- | 


| sion of letters-patent granted to him August 4, || 


1857, for trucks for locomotives engines, upon || 
the testimony in said application or on file; and |! 
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extend the letters- patent in accordance with the 
provisions of the original grant thereof, for the 
further term of seven years from and after 
August 4, 1871, notwithstanding the original 
term for which letters- patent were granted had 
expired, and the patentee had patented the 
invention in foreign countries, and such for- 


|| eign patents had expired before August 4, 


1871, if, in the judgment of the Commissioner, 
the patentee was the original inventor of the 
invention described in the letters-patent, and 
the patentee has failed, without neglect or fault 
on his part, to obtain from the use and sale of 
| the invention a reasonable remuneration for the 
time, ingenuity, labor. and expenses bestowed 
upon the same and the introduction thereof 
into use; provided that such extension of the 
| patent shall not affect the right of continued 
use of the patented improvement by any per- 
| son who, since August 4, 1871 and prior to the 
approval of this act, may have procured, and 
at the time of such approval shall be using, 
| said patented improvement, 
| The SPEAKER. Before proceeding fur- 
| ther with this bill, the Chair desires to make a 
remark touching private bills, because the case 
comes up frequently. The rule enforced this 
| morning applies only to two Fridays in the 
| month, the first and the fourth Fridays, which 
| under the rule are objection days. ‘T'he case 
| this morning was not one of frequent oceur- 
| rence, and the bill this morning obtained the 
singular advantage of being called first for a 
| single objection, and then again for five objec- 
| tions under the rule on the same day, by reason 
of the fact that there was no other bill upon 
the Private Calendar. It is not within the 
knowledge of the present occupant of the 
Chair when before any private bill was called 
in the same day for one objection, and then 
for five objections, as was the case on the bill 
this morning. There was nothing in the rule 
to prevent it. On the first call of the Calendar 
one objection suffices, but on the second call 
five objections are required to put a bill over. 
| The second call generally occurs very long 
afterward, and very rarely do the two calls 
| occur on the same day. 

Mr. DAWES. That arose from the fact 
there was but one bill upon the Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. There is noth- 
ing in the rule to prevent the two calls on the 
same day, although the Chair is of the opin- 
ion the spirit of the rule was iutended to 
| apply to different days. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes, ] the senior mem- 
ber of the House, can scarcely remember of 
| a case where the two calls took place on the 
same day. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not beforeto-day. The 
| history of the rule is a very interesting one. 
There used to be from three to four hundred 
private bills on the Calendar, and on objee- 
tion day one member would sit in his seat 
ail day and object to everything. ‘This rule 
| has been made since I[ have been in Congress. 
Before, a single objection would prevent any 
| bill being taken up, and as the result of expe- 
| rience five objections were required on the 
second call. But we never before got through 
with the Calendar in one day. 

Mr. L. MYERS. I hope the Committee on 
Patents will have an extension of five minutes 
for this. 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. 

Mr. PERCE. Will it be in order for me 
next Friday to move to go into Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. PERCE. Then I give notice I shall 
| make that motion. 

The bill reported from the Committee on 
| Patents was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. L. MYERS moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
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moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 


on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


WILLIAM E. WARD. 


Mr. L. MYERS also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill (Hl. R. No. 1337) for 
the relief of William KE. Ward; which was 
read a first and second time. 

The bill, which was read, authorizes the 
Commissioner of Patents to grant a rehearing 
of the application of William Kk, Ward for the 
extension of letters-patent, granted to him on | 
the 7th of October, 1856, ‘‘for improvements 
in machinery for making nuts,’’ and he is 
authorized to revive and extend the letters- 
patent for the further term of seven years 
trom and after the L7th of October, 1870, not- 
withstanding the original term for which let- | 
tera-patent were granted had expired and the 
said patentee had patented the invention in 
foreign countries, and such foreign patents 
had expired before the 7th of October, 1870, 
if, in bis judgment, the patentee was the ori- 
ginal inventor of the invention described in 
the letters-patent, and the patentee has failed, 
without neglect or fault on his part, to obtain 
from the use and sale of the invention a rea- 
sonable remuneration for the time, ingenuity, 
labor, and expenses bestowed upon the same, 
and the introduction thereof into use; pro- 
vided that any such extension of said patent 
shall not affect the right to continue to use 
said patented improven of, any person 
who, since the 7th of Oct 
to the approval of this 
cured and at the time of such approval shall 
be using said patented improvement, 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. I hope the gen- 
tleman will give us the reasons why this bill 
should be passed, 

Mr. L. MYERS. Mr. Speaker, I will do so 
cheerfally. This bill grants no extension. It 
is to correct the harsh operation of the twenty- 
fifth section of the act of July, 1870, in regard 
to patents, or rather, to spenk more accurately, 
it gives a remedy against a harsh construction 
placed upon that section. As there are several 


cases of this kind, and as the Committee on || 
Patents will shortly report a bill among other | 


amendments to repeal what we deem to be an 
unwise proviso of the twenty fifth section, it 
will be well, perhaps, to state to the House 
the reason why these bills come before us 
at present. 


Before the act of March 2, 1861, our patents | 


ran for fourteen years. There was, however, 


the right to obtain an extension of seven years | 


from the Commissioner of Patents on comply- 
ing with the requirements of the law. 
act of March 2, 1861, we adopted a new policy. 


The original term of an American patent since | 
his act, how- | 


that date is seventeen years. 
ever, continued the right of the patentee for 
patents obtained previous to its date of obtain- 


ing the seven years’ extension from the Com- | 
In the act of Febru- | 


missioner of Patents. 
ary 8, 1870, revising and codifying the patent 
lawa, & provision was inserted that a patent 


obtained here should expire at the same time | 


with the foreign patent. This has proved to 


be a most uawise provision. In France a | 


patent cannot be obtained, or if obtained by 


accident will be declared void, if previous | 
publication of the invention has been made | 


there or elsewhere, so that an American is 
obliged to go there first if he wishes the benefit 
of his invention inthatcountry. In England, 
although no such exclusion exists, the pat- 
entee is not required to be the inventor, and 
any one may obtain a patent. Any stranger 


to the invention may import an American | 
patent, as is frequently done, and obtain a pat- | 
Thus, || 
although by their law we are not obliged to | 


ent for the invention in England. 


take out letters there first, yet in fact Amer- 
ican inventors often have to go there first to 
secure their rights. 


ber, 1870, and prior | 
may have pro- | 


By the || 


It will be seen, therefore, that the continu- 
ance of this provision will only impose a pen- 
alty upon American inventors who are forced 
to secure their patents abroad before they obtain 
them here. 

But there are other reasons forits repeal. A 
patent obtained in [rance expires if not put 
| into operation there during any two years of 

the grant. It becomes void unless the annual 
| tax of one hundred frances is paid, and may be 
declared void if issued to any other than the 
inventor. ‘Ihe patent also expires in England 
unless at the end of three years a tax of fifty 
pounds be paid, and at theend of seven years 
unless a tax of one hundred pounds be paid. 
So in Spain, Russia, and several other coun- 
tries, if the invention be not worked within 
a certain period the patent expires. To make 
the duration of an American patent depend 


would be a gross injustice, operating entirely 
against the American inventor; a hardship 
never contemplated by the spirit of our laws. 


strongest one, against this provision. Our 
patents now run for seventeen years, while in 
no other country except Belgium are patents 
| issued for that length of time; there they 
run for tweuty years. In England they are 
| granted for fourteen years; in France, for fif- 
| teen years; and in Holland and some other 
| countries, for five, ten, and fifteen years. 

| When the committee is called for public 
business we hope to report several amend- 
| ments of a character that will commend them- 
selves to the approval of the House, and this 
||} one among the rest. But, however unwise 


| to say that it only has reference to patents 
issued after the passage of the act of 1870. 
Congress never intended to make it retro- 
| active, or take away the privileges accorded 
to the patentees under then existing laws. 
Yet these bills are before us because of decis- 
ion that the law of 1870 applied to the four- 
teen-year patents ; a wrong which sections of 
| that law subsequent to the one under discus- 
sion show was never contemplated. Two of 
these bills, the one for the relief of William 
E. Ward, now before the House, and the 
other for Smith & Skinner, come here because 
the late Commissioner of Patenis decided that 
although the patent law of 1870 was only pros- 
pective, it adopted a new policy in regard to 
the expiration of patents, and that it was in 
his discretion to refuse the application. ‘This 
is not so. ‘The Commissioner has no more 
discretion under sections sixty-three and sixty- 
six of the new patent code to refuse an exten- 
sion of a fourteen-year patent than he has 
uuder section thirty-one to refuse the grant of 
a patent. In both cases he has to be satisfied 
that certain requirements have been complied 
with, and that is all. 

The acting Commissioner in December, 1870, 
overruled the views taken by his predecessor, 
so far as he could, in another case, but, of 
course, his decisions gave no remedy to the 
applicants who had been rejected for the cause 
stated. All we do is to give these parties a 
right to a rehearing by the Commissioner as 
though their foreign patents had not expired 
first ; and we believe that the passage of these 
bills will place a construction upon the law 
in accordance with the views of the present 
Commissigner, preventing for the future rejec- 
tions which would bring this class of cases 
again before Congress. 
| Mr. FINKELNBURG. I desire to hear the 
bill again read. 

The bill was again read. 
| Mr. L. MYERS. I demand the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded and the 
| main question ordered; and under the opera- 
1 tion thereof the bill was ordered to athird read- 
| ing, read the third time, and passed. 
| Mr. L. MYERS moved to reconsider the 





| 
Let me advert to one other reason, and the 
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upon the expiration of one granted abroad || 


|| this provision may have proved, I undertake || 
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vote by which the bill was passed; anq 
moved that the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


WILLIAM C. JARDINE. 


Mr. L. MYERS also, from the Committee 
on Patents, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1229 t 
authorize William C. Jardine to make anak. 
cation to the Commissioner of Patents for the 
issue of a patent for his improvement in bral, 
and resi for carts ; which was read a first ay, 
second time. . 

The question was on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill was read. The preamble sets forth 
that William C. Jardine’s application for jm. 
provement in brake and rest for carts ‘eal 
passed for issue September 11, 1869, but hy 
the neglect of his agent application and pay. 
ment for the issue of the same was not made 
within the time required by law. The }j]) 
therefore provides that William C. Jardine }a 
authorized to make application to the Com 
missioner of Patents for the issue of a patent 
for his improvement in brake and rest for eart< 
and that the Commissioner of Patents he 
authorized to issue a patent for the same if he 
should deem it right and proper; provided 
that such application be made and the proper 
fees be paid within one year from the passage 
of this act, anything in the proviso contained 
| in thirty-fifth section of the act to revise, con- 
| solidate, and amend the statutes relating to 
patents and copyrights, approved July 8, 1870, 
to the contrary notwithstanding ; provided that 
the issue of such patent shall not affect the right 
| to use said patented improvement of any persou 


also 
be laid 


aud 


| who, since the 11th day of September, 1869, 
and prior to the approval of this act, may have 





procured, and at the time of such approval shall 
be using such patented improvement. 

Mr. FINKELNBURG. I should like to 
know from the chairman of the committee 
| what is the section of the act from which this 
party is exempted. The bill refers to a sec- 
tion in the general law. 1 desire to know 
what it is. 

Mr. L. MYERS. The exemptionis in favor 
of the public. It is provided that the rights 
| of any one who may have purchased the pat- 
ented improvement shall not be affected. 
| Mr. FINKELNBURG. I have reference to 

the provision in the body of the bill, in regard 
to the thirty-fifth section of the act of 1870. 
| Mr. L. MYERS. Section twenty-three of 
| the law provides that every patent shall date 
of a day not later than six months from the 
time it was passed and allowed and notice 
thereof was sent to his applicant or agent. 
The patent of this party was allowed. He 

paid the fee to his attorney to transmit, and 
| the attorney failed to send it to the Patent 
Office. Section thirty-five provides that the 
party shall have two years from the date of 
his original application to make a second one. 
This time has now passed by no fault of the 
inventor, yet under the provisions of the thirty- 
fifth section the party would not obtain his 
patent. Now we merely reinstate him in his 
rights, as if his lawyer had sent the final fee. 
That is all. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. L. MYERS moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the moiion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CHARLES BROWN, 


Mr. HIBBARD, from the same committee, 
| reported back, with the recommendation that 
| it do not pass, the bill (H. R. No. 797) to 
| extend the letters-patent granted to Charles 
| Brown, and moved the same be laid on the 
| table. 
| ‘The motion was agreed to. 
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CHESTER C. TOLMAN, 


Mr. KELLOGG, from the same committee, 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 1340) for the relief 
of Chester C. Tolman; which was read a first 
and second time. . 

The question was upon ordering the bill to 


|} bill No. 924, for the relief of Sarah S. Trapp, 
|| executrix of William Trapp, deceased. 
| The bill, which was read, provides that the 
letters-patent granted to William Irapp, a 
citizen of the United States, dated the Ist day 
of October, 1845, surrendered and reissued on 
be engrossed and read a third time. the 10th day of March, 1849, and extended by 
The bill, which was read, authorizes the Com- || the Commissioner of Patents for seven years 
missioner Of Patents to consider, rehear, and || from the 1st day of October, 1809, and again 
determine the application of Chester C. Tol- surrendered and reissued in two several divis 
man for the extension of letters- patent for an || ions or patents, numbered respectively L946 
improvement in gimlets, issued to him on the and 1947, for new and useful improvements in 
sth of December, 1855, and numbered 13897, || barrel machiuery, be re newed, revived, and 
for the term of seven years from the 4th of extended for the term of seven years from and 
December, 1869, upon the same evidence and aiter the passage of this act; and the Commis- 
principles and with the same effect as if the sioner of Patents is directed, upon the pre- 
application for extension had been made and || sentation of said patents or reissues, numbered 
the evidence therein filed in the Patent Office || respectively 1946 and 1947, or certified copies 
within the time prescribed by law prior to the | thereof, by Inaking a certificate upon such 
expiration of said patent, and as if no hearing |, patent or reissue, or certified copy thereof, of 
had been had for such extension. ‘The bill | such extension (the lawful fees being first paid 
provides, however, that in case such extension || therefor) in the name of Sarah 8. Trapp, exe- 
pe granted no person shall be held liable for || cutrix of W illiam r'rapp ; and the Commissioner 
jamages for infringement of said patent, or | of Patents is directed to cause the same to be 
forthe sale or use of the said improvement || entered of record in the Patent Office; and the 
between the date of the expiration of the ori- || patents, so renewed, revived, and extended, 
inal patent and the date of the extension. shall have the same effect in law as if origin- 
~ The bill was ordered to be engrossed and ally granted for terms extending to the end of 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was || the term to which they are extended by this 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. act; provided, however, that such renewal or 
Mr. KELLOGG moved to reconsider the || extended patents shall be open to legal inquiry 
vote by which the bill was passed ; and also || and decision in the same manner as if issued 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid || under the general law regulating the granting 
on the table. of patents; and provided further, that no 
The latter motion was agreed to. person, firm, or corporation shall be liable 


ALEXANDER SMITIT AND ITALCYON SKINNER. || !0F any damage or royalty for having made, 


: : : | vended, or used said improvements in said 
Mr. KELLOGG, from the same comuitice, | patents specified prior to the passage of this 
reported a bill (H. R. No. 1839) for the relief | act. 
of Alexander Smith and Halcyon Skinner; || “The amendment reported from the com 
which was read a first and second time. | mittee was to add to the bili the following: 
I'he question was. upon ordering the bill to | And any such person, firm, or corporation having 
be engrossed and read a third time. ! made or purchased and used said improvement since 
The bill was read. It directs the Commis- || the expiration of the patent, shall be entitled to use 
sioner of Patents to grant a rehearing of the Se some Wipes liability during the term of said 
application of Smith & Skinner for extension || bik srl weet : 
of the letters patent granted them on the 4th || . Mr. DICKEY : I would like the gentleman 
of November, 1856, for improvement in power || from Connecticut (Mr. Kettoce} to explain 
looms, and authorizes him to revive and ex: || the necessity for renewlpg a patent that has 


tend the letters-patent for a further term of | already run twenty-one years. 
| 





seven years from and after the lst of Novem- || Mr. DU BOSE. I desire the floor after the 
ber, 1870, notwithstanding the original term || gentleman has made his explanation. 
for which the letters-patent was granted has Mr. KELLOGG. I will yield to the gen- 
expired and said patentees have patented the || tleman after | have made my explanation. | 
invention in foreign countries, and such for. |} ask that the report accompanying this bill be 
eign patents had expired before the 4th of || read. ; speht 
November, 1870, if in his judgment the paten- lhe Clerk read as follows: 
tees were originally the first inventors of the || te ' : 
invention described in said letters-patent, and || the petition of Sarah 5. Trapp, widow and executrix 
: ° ° : || of William Trapp, late of Eimira, New York, de- 
the invention is useful and the patentees have || Coaced, report: 
failed without neglect or fault on their part to That it appears from the evidence in this case 
obtain from the use and sale of the invention || thatletters-patent ot the United States were granted 
a reasonabl ti for the time. iame- || 22 said William Trapp,on the 1st day of October, 
4 reasonable remuneration for the tine, mmge- || 4845 for improvements in machinery in making 
nuity, labor, and expense bestowed upon the |) barrels; that at the proper time said patent was 
same, and the introduction thereof into use. || duly extended by the Commissioner of Patents for 
T : seven years, that is, to the Ist day of October, 1866; 
nae uatbareipetonty pen 80 Peinen ane €X- || that on the 2d day of May, 1865, said patent was 
tended, are to have the same effect in law as || surrendered and reissued in two separate divisions 
if they h igi y gre for tl oa * ! 
t . had been new aa sented a ae || ber 1, 1866; that said Trapp spent about seven years 
erm ol twenty-one years ; but ail persons WhO |! of his life in inventing and perfecting his improve- 
at the time of the passage of this act had con- || ments and upward of seven thousand dollars in 
structed or caused to be constructed or used || money upon the same; that he industriously sought 
l : } | St a hall | to introduce his invention into public use and 
ooms on the plan of said invention, shall be at || pealize some benefit therefrom, but he was poor, 
liberty during such extended term to use, and || and capital was essential to constructthe machinery, 
vend to others to use, the looms so constructed. and he was 80 parce —_ mor yaar eye ieee 
Mr. KELLOGG. Thisi sof tl | to defend and establish his patent, that he coul 
f fj oe h ener 108€ CASES || get but little credit, and at the expiration of his 
of foreign patents where the late Commissioner patents the total amount of all his receipts, on 
of Patents refused an extension simply on the || aecount thereof, were less than fourteen thousand 
act : : dollars. In May, 1866, he filed a petilion and proofs 
ne the Damen patent had AEDS. '! to obtain an extension of said patents by Congress, 
ie bill was ordered to be engrossed anc but the matter was not acted upon, and in July, 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was | 1887, after a lingering illness, he died, leaving his 
cord; ? ; F wife, the petitioner, and two minor children his 
ote aly read ee yrs. Ama, and peneet heirs, and the entire value of his estate, both real 
Mr. {LLOGG moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to recansider be laid | 
on the table. 


and personal, did not exceed the sum of $1,000. His 
wife was duly appointed executrix of his estate, 
and now applies to have said patentsextended. 
Much of the evidence was taken and filed in 1866, 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
SARAH 8. TRAPP. before his death, that during het ane, he pas men 
r : || in embarrassed circumstances, largely in debt, anc 
Mr, KELLOGG, from the Committee on |! numerous judgments, unsatisfied, against him; that 


The Committee of Patents, to whom was referred 


andis from leading citizens of Elmira, New York, 
where Trapp had resided some years. It was proved 
by those who had known Trapp for six or eight years 


Patents, reported, with an amendment, House |. from his crippled resources he had been unable to 
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| or patents numbered 1946 and 1947, expiring Octo- | 


157 


do much with his patent barrel machinery; that ho 
had seemed to make all the effort possible to reap 


| some benefit therefrom, but the machinery was such 


that it required a large capital to manutacture it- 
more than he was able to command; that he wasa 
poor man, well along in years, the most of whose life 
had been devoted tothe perfection of his invention 
and endeavoring to introduce it. Tho practical use 
and value of the invention is abundantly proven by 
evidence of practical workmen and experts, 

The committee believe the invention a very use- 
ful and important one, and that the inventor has 
received compuratively no compensation therefor, 
and they report a bill for the relief of the petitioner, 
extending and reviving said patents, andrecommend 
its passage, with an amendment herewith reported. 


Mr. KELLOGG. Aslam asked to make 
a brief explanation of this bill, L will endeavor 
to do it-in very few words. I will say in the out 
set that the committee would not have reported 
in favor of this extension if the most of them 
had not believed that it was a case of peculiar 
hardship, and that this petitioner was justly 
sntitled to the privilege of realizing something 
out of this patent during an extension of seven 
| years, if she can obtain anything from it. It 
seems that this inventor, Mr. Trapp, was one 
| of those men who spend their whole lives in 
| getting up and perfecting inventions without 
making any money from them. ‘This inven- 
tion appeared to be the hobby of his life. 
Although it is true that the patent has run for 
twenty-one years, it is not true that he ever 
enjoyed the full benefit of it for any such period 
of time. ‘Theinvention was not fully perfected 
until near the close of the first term of the 
patent, and the reissue by which he finally 
| secured the full benefit of his invention did 
not take place until within two or three years 
| of the end of its term. 
This patent was for an improvement in the 
making of barrel staves, by which they are 


|| bent and fitted by the same operation so as to 


make a tight barre]. It is in evidence that 
the public bas actually saved thirty per cent 
in the cost of barrels by this improvement. 
Still the machine is a very expensive one. 
The evidence shows that a single machine 
|} could not be built for Jess than $1,000, and 
| Mr. Trapp, during his hfe, never had the 
| money to build these machines so as to realize 
much from them. 
| No opposition was made before us at all to 
| this extension, and those who are using these 
|| machines are perfectly satisfied that it shall 
|| be extended, as their rights are fully protected, 
| as gentlemen will observe by referring to this 
bill. With the exception of the gentleman 
|| from Georgia, [Mr. Du Bosr,] who I think 
|| will not make any strenuous opposition to this 
bill, the Committee on Patents unanimously 
thought that this lady, left in destitute cireum- 
stances as she was, in connection with all the 
other circumstances of the case, ought to have 
the benefit of a further extension of this patent. 
The fact that this has been of great benefit to 
the public, and the further fact that so litile 
was realized from the invention of his patent, 
| render it proper this patent should be extended 
|| for the brief period of seven years, as in the 
judgment of the committee the inventor never 
received an adequate remuneration for his 
time and expenses. 

I desire to dispose of this bill to-day, and 
therefore I trust no one will insist upon any 
other business at the close of the morning 
hour. I wiil now yield to the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Du Bose,] as I agreed to do. 

Mr. DU BOSE. As 1am the only member 
of the Committee on Patents who opposes this 
bill, [ think it proper that I should state my 
reasons for that opposition. 1t appears from 
the evidence submitted to the committee that 
this patent was granted in 1845, and after some 
reissues it was again surrendered and reissued 
for an additional seven years. ‘Trappand his 
widow enjoyed this patent for twenty-one years. 
It has now lapsed for five years and a half—a 
little more than that time; and now, at the 
expiration of twenty-six years and a half, she 
comes to Congress and asks tiat the patent be 

| extended, not from the date of its expiration, 
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but for seven years from and after the passage 


of this b ll. 


My honorable friend from Connecticut [ Mr. 
KertocG] has referred to the value of the 
improvement embraced in this patent. But 
Mi Abbott, one of the witnesses produced 


by this lady in favor of the extension of the 
patent, Buys: 

‘The reasons why Trapp’s invention has not come 
into more general use, and why his patent, as [ am 
informed, has not been remunerative, are to my 
mind perfectly obvious. The modes devised by 
Trapp tor cutting the joints of the stave were com- 
paratively imperfect, and his invention has derived 
ite efficiency from the recent inventions combined 
with it, but to which the original invention is abso- 
lutely essential.” 

Mr. Lang, another witness on behalf of Mrs. 
Trapp, touches upon this same point, and 
makes a similar statement: 

“'Trapp’s invention has derived its principal value 
from being combined with machines which have been 
recently invented, where the cutting-tools operate 
~~ etly in connection withTrapp’sswinging-clamp, 

refer particularly to the invention of Bonker and 
Bensel.”’ 

This is the case the applicant makes. Now, 
in talking with the Commissioner of Patents, 
I have learned that it is the habit of parties to 
go to the Commissioner, obtain a patent for 
some improvement, and a short time there 
probably one or two weeks—surrender 
the patent, and obtain a reissue that will reach 
out like the claws of a devil fish and gather 
in every other patent relating to the same sub- 
ject. There are in the Patent Office sixty 


after 


I] 


i 


| much us any gentleman on this floor, | should | 


certainly cast my vote for this bill if I believed 
it consistent with the power of the Federal 
Government to enter upon or direct a system 
of common schools. under the management, 
control, or surveillance of its officials; but be- 
lieving that we have no power to pass this bill, 
and that it would result in little or no benefit 
to the cause of general education, I shall vote 
againstit, and it is perhaps useless to make 
an argument against the constitutionality of 


| this measure before a House controlled by a | 
political party whose history shows a determ- 


ination to centralize power in the Federal 
Government, and to leave to the States the 


control only of such matters as they care not | 
to regulate; but, sir, lam reminded by the gen- | 


tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar, ] who 


| spoke in favor of this bill, that— 


‘No free Government or the blessings of liberty 
can be preserved to any people but by a frequent 
recurrence to fundamental principles.” 

And I beg to suggest that the fundamental 
prineiples by which free 
blessings of liberty are 
found in the Constitution of the United States, 
and a strict construction of and a rigid adher- 
ance to its precepts are the great safeguards 
of our liberty, and | consider it to be eminently 
the duty of the minority to call the attention of 


| the country to all infractions of the letter and 


gentlemen, any one of whom is authorized to || 
decide upon the reissue of a patent; and a || 
reissue, therefore, cannot be under the personal || 


Now, when this 
lady shall have obtained this extension, there 
will be nothing to prevent her from going to 
the Commissioner within ten days afterward, 
surrendering the patent, and obtaining a reissue 


control of the Commissioner. 


that wi!l include other improvements invented | 


by other people. 

Mr. PERCE. I rise to a question of order. 
itis that the hour of half past one having 
arrived, the House must, according to order, 
proceed to the consideration of House _ bill 
No. 1048, to establish an educational fund. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I hope the gentleman 
will let us have five minutes in which to finish 
the pending bill, 1 will call the 
question at once. 

The SPEAKER. The House has ordered 
that to-day at half past one o'clock it will, to 
the exclusion of all other orders, proceed to 
consider the bill reported from the Committee 
on Education and Labor, to establish an edu- 
cational fund. 

Mr. KELLOGG, If the gentleman will 
withdraw his point for a moment, | will call the 
previous question, and we can take a vote at 
onee, 

Mr. PERCE. I will withdraw the point to 
enable the gentleman to call the previous 
queshion, 

Mr. KELLOGG, 
tion, 

On ordering the previous question there 
were—ayes 54, noes 44; no quorum voting. 

Mr. PERCK.  Linsist on my point of order. 

EDUCATIONAL 


The SPEAKER. The bill just under con- 
sideration goes over until Friday next. The 
Hlouse resumes the consideration of the bill 
(H. R. No. 1048) to establish an educational 
fund, and to apply the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands to the education ofthe people. This 
hill by the unanimous order of the House 
will occupy the remainder of the day, and will 
be resumed on Tuesday next at halt past one ; 
and at three o’clock on Tuesday the previous 
question is to be considered as secunded and 
the main question ordered. 

Mr. PARKER, of New Hampshire, obtained 
the floor, and yielded fifteen minutes to Mr. 
McHenry. 

Mr. McHENRY. Mr. Speaker, appreciat- 
ing the importance of general education as 


I call the previous ques- 


FUND. 


previous | 


spirit of that instrument, and in no instance 
to suffer it to be violated without entering their 
protest. 

Admitting that Congress can give the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands to the 
States, and that she may designate for what 


|| purpose they are given, it does not follow that 
she can go with this fund into the States and | 


there direct its expenditure, or take any con- 
trol or management of it in connection with 
the internal atfairs or regulations of that State. 


The Federal Government can with just as much | 


constitutional authority appropriate the pro- 
ceeds of these lands or any other money in her 


| Treasury to the payment of the salaries of 


| 


State officials, and then control their action, | 
and thus take the management of any right or | 


exercise any power reserved to the States. 
This bill gives the proceeds of the sale of 


the lands to the States for school purposes, | 


but reserves to the General Government a 


superintendence, through its officials, over the | 
| expenditure of the money. 
| 
| control of the fund will from time to time be | 


The duties of 
those officials and the general management and 


| prescribed by Congress, and a school system 


utterly variant from the State system may be 


|| adopted; mixed schools may be established, 


| 





different books used, a different standard for 
teachers, and a different course of study for 
the scholars; municipal regulations for the 
government of the schools and for the pro- 
tection of them will have to be prescribed and 
penalties imposed and enforced. 

It seems to me perfectly manifest that Con- 


gress cannot thus go into the States and control | 
The only authority at- | 
|| tempted to be shown for the billis the refer- | 
ence made by the chairman of the committee | 
| Mr. Perce] to the preamble to the Constitu- | 


their internal affa:rs. 


tion, which is as follows: 


_“ We, the people of the United States, in order to 
form a more perfect Union, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquillity, provide fer the common 


| defense, promote the general welfare, and secure 


the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our pos- 
terity, do ordain this Constitution,” &e. 


And his argument is that— 


**Education is necessary to establish justice, to 
insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the com- 


inon defense, promote the general welfare, and secure | 


the blessings of liberty to the people.”’ 


My construction of the meaning of the pre- 
amble to the Constitution is very different from 
that of the gentleman, and | can find no warrant 
for this billin it. The formation of the Union, 


the establishment of justice and domestic tran- 
quillity, the common defense, and general wel- 
fare are all established, maintained, and secured 
by the system of government created and recog- 


Government and the | 
to be preserved are | 
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nized by that instrument, and Federal ed. 
tion was not contemplated as necessary, fo, the 
establishment or maintenance of any of them, 
The preamble does not pretend to define +), 
power of any branch of Government; nor car 
Congress look to it for any power whatever. - 


the 


° it 
has been so determined by the courts, and se 
a principle admitted by all constitutional Jay. 


yers. ‘The powers of Congressare all expressly 
defined and limited by the eighth section of thy 
first article of the Constitution, and the tenth 
article expressly reserves to the States or the 
people all powers not delegated to the United 
States, and gentlemen have failed to show 
and cannot show any express power delegated 
to Congress to establish a system of schools is 
the States, and consequently that power jx 
reserved to and belongs only to the States. _ 

The public lands belong to the people, ang 
I do not question the power of Cougresy tg 
dispose of them, and | would cheerfully vote 
for the bill suggested by my friend from 
Georgia, [Mr. Mcinryre,]} which he proposes 


| asa substitute, distributing the proceeds of the 


sales of the public lands among the States for 
educational purposes, without any conditions 
or restrictions, and without any Federal man- 
agement or interference with the funds after 
they shall go to the States. 

The pending bill is much less odious than 
the former bills which were presented to the 
lorty-First Congress. One of those bills pro- 
posed to take absolute control of the schools 
in every State, with national officials appointed 
to control them in every county and school 
district, and levying a direct tax upon the 
realty of the county to support the vast sys- 
tem. 

The present bill gives the net proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands to be divided pro 
rata among the States and Territories, accord- 
ing to population, to be used for the education 
of the people, but it prescribes certain condi- 
tions and limitations which are objectionable, 
and which render it amenable to the consti- 
tutional objections urged against the former 
bills. If it were simply a gitt to the States, or 


| a distribution among them for the benefit of 


the people to whom the public lands belong, 
it would receive my support, because the public 
lands are being squandered and disposed of in 
such a way that the people in the old States 
not living near said lands derive but little or 
no benefits from them, and I think it to be 
eminently just and right that the people in the 
old States should have their fair share of the 
lands or the proceeds of them when sold. 
Hundreds of millions of acres have been given 
away to railroad corporations, and all the new 
States have had assigned to them a large share 
of the lands lying in their borders to estab- 
lish common-school systems. Over seventy 
millions have thus been given to the new 
States and Territories. But this bill requires 
the money to be paid out under the direction 
of the Commissioner of Education, and who 
has asuperiutendence over the schools as well 
as the funds ; and in addition to this, each 
State is required before the Ist day of Jan- 
uary, 1873, or within two months after the 
first meeting of its Legislature thereafter, to 
‘‘engage’’ that it will provide by law for the 
free education of all its children between the 
ages of six and sixteen years, and unless this 
engagement is made, and in the time specified, 
the State which fails to so provide will lose its 
interest in the public lands. 

The amount which this bill will yield will 
be not more than six or eizht dollars to each 
school district, less than one hundred thousand 
dollars in the aggregate to my State, And, sir, 
we do not propose to educate the negro chil- 
dren between the ages of six and sixteen, in 


| order to receive the small sum of six or eight 


| 
| 


| 





dollars to each of our free schools. We would 
have to tax ourselves to the extent of near 
$1,000,000 annually to set up and carry on 
a system of common schools for the negroes. 
lt would be an independent system from the 
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one we now have, for we do not intend to estab- || 
ish a system of mixed schools, leading to a 

cocial equality of the races, which we are not || 
»nrepared to submit to. | 

‘So our interest in the public lands will be 
abandoned if this bill becomes a law, rather 
than comply with the conditions it imposes, 
and many of the former slave States will do the 
ame thing, and the result will be that they 
will lose their interest in the public lands, and 
‘ostead of this being a measure peculiarly in || 
the interest of the southern States, as is con- 
tended by the friends of the bill, it will be an | 
act of injustice to them, for their interest in 
the pubhe lands will be appropriated for the 
henefit of the other States, and they will have 
to be taxed to supply the deficiency in the 
Federal Treasury caused by this appropria- 
tion; or even if they complied with the con- 
ditions of the law, the northern States get 
about three times as much as the southern 
States, for the fund is to be distributed accord- 
ing to population. 

‘The gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
Hoar] went very far out of his way in his 
argument in favor of this bill to assailthe State 
which | have the honor in part to represent 
on this floor. He made an unnecessary and 
invidious comparison between the educational 
attainments of his State and mine, and boast- 
fully exhibited a table of the comparative illit- 
eracy of the two States, which was entirely 
uncalled for, and added no strength whatever 
to his argument. Kentucky needs no defense 
on that subject. She is not behind the other 
southern States in the education of her peo- 
ple; she is not behind any State in the great 
elements of publie virtue, manly pride, and 
national enterprise, and in her devotion to 
democratic institu ions. 

In her national policy she adheres more 
strictly to the fundamental principles of the 
Government than does the State of the gentle- 
man, and in her State affairs she manages them 
with an honesty and frugality that is in strik- 
ing contrast with the corruptions and extrava- 
gance we see around this Capitol, managed by 
the gentleman’s political friends. Her finan- 
cial condition is better to-day than any State 
in the Union, with a sinking fund which is | 
able to redeem all her public debt and leave | 
$1,500,000 for the treasury, and this, too, | 
independent of nearly a million dollars which | 
this Government justly owes to her, for the 
payment of which I had the honor to intro- 
duce a bill in this House and which ought 
to pass. ‘This is the result of the financial 
management of a State where, the gentieman | 
says— 

“The Democratic rule has been undisturbed | 


throughout all the period of war and throughout all | 
the period of reconstruction.” 


Would it be invidious, sir, to compare this || 
with the financial condition of those ten south- } 
ern States where the Republican rule ‘has || 


| the support of free schools throughout 
| monwealth, is found in the extremes of wealth and 
| poverty which exist between different sections of the 
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an ad valorem tax of two mills on the dollar of 
property. No further ad valorem tax should be 
asked of the State. But fewif any States have large 


|} amounts of school tax on them, as States, depending 


on local and district taxation for the greater propor- 
tion of the school revenues expended. The neces- 
sity for a maximum State rate on property, the reve- 
nues from which are to be distributed pro rata for 
the Com- 


same. Left to their own resources, there are many 
communities and sections where the people would 
be utterly unable to educate their children. The 
basis must be laid, therefore, for a system of com- 
mon schools in a general tax on property, which 
becomes a. kind of nucleus or guarantee for a free 
school in each district throughout the State.”’ 


Mr. McHENRY. 


In addition to the State 


| tax there is in the cities, towns, and many 
| of the school districts a heavy tax imposed, 


and in many of our cities we have common 


'| schools equal in every respect to first-class 


| colleges. Two in my district, the cities of 
of Henderson and Owensboro, have public 
schools second only to institutions estab- 
lished and supported by endowments. And, 


sir, we have more common schools, and more 
colleges and more students in our colleges, 
than they have in Massachusetts. I have not 


those of the other States generally. 
they-are above or below the average | do not 
know or care to know for any purpose in this 


and intelligence of a State could be aggregated, 
my State will stand equal to any in the Union, 
yet it may not be so generally distributed as 
in Massachusetts. 

The boastful manner in which the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] has 


| paraded before this House and the country 


the educational statistics of his State, has 


of education for Massachusets to see whether 
that State manifests as much zeal for the 
education of its poor children as the gentle- 
man does for the education of the negroes in 
Kentucky, and I find the following in regard 
to the boasted compulsory law of that State: 
“Tt is a sorrowful thought, that, notwithstanding 
the very large amount expended for the mainte- 


nance of the public schools of our State, so large a 
proportion of children of school age fail to reap the 


advantage of this, and grow up in comparative || 


ignorance. 

“It is true we have a compulsory law, with suffi- 
cient penalties, if it were enforced; but in many 
towns itis not only never enforced, but no disposi- 
tion to enforce it is shown. Says General Oliver, 
whose experience and observation fortwo years as 
a State constable, specially delegated to see to the 
enforcement of this law, were such that he knows 
whereof he affirms: 

*** Nobody looks after it—neither town authori- 
ties, nor school committees, nor local police—and the 
large Gities and many of the towns of the State are 
full of unschooled children, vagabondizing about 


heritage of sin. The mills all over the State, the 
shops in city and town, are full of children deprived 
of their righ 

the possibilities of their after-life, and nobody thinks 
of obeying the school laws. 


compared the school statistics of my State with | 
Whether | 


debate; but | will say this, that if the learning | 


. | 
caused me to look at the report of the board 


the streets, and growing up in ignorance, and to a | 


tto such education as will fit them for | 


In fact, most persons || 


been undisturbed throughout all the years of 
reconstruction,’’ and where that party has in 
six years inereased the public debt not less 
than two hundred million dollars? 


|| are ignorant that there is any such law, so that be- 
tween those so ignorant and those that care for none 
| of these things we have no right to boast of com- 
|| pulsory education in Massachusetts.’ ; 

\| ‘*In fact, from the experience of the writer in at- 


|| tempting prosecution to enforce the school act for | 


Sir, Kentucky in the current year will raise 
by State taxation near one million dollars 
for common-school purposes, in addition to | 
the amount raised by local taxation for the | 
same purpose in the cities, towns, and school | 
districts, of which I have no data to estimate 
the amount; and in this connection I wil! have | 
the Clerk to read an extract from the report | 
of Rev, Z. F. Smith, late the able and distin- 
guished superintendent of public instruction || 
in Kentucky, whose defeat by the Democratic | 
party the gentleman seems so much to deplore; 
but | can say, for his gratification, that Mr. 
Smith has been replaced by a man of equal 
ability, and one whose zeal for the common- || 
school cause is only surpassed by his fitness 
and qualifications for the office. 

Tie Clerk read as follows: 

“Kentucky has established a liberal and sufficient || 


might be brought would bring action. It would 


power that sets the laws at defiance. We ought 


least, because we are very weak and vulnerable in 
that direction. ”’ 

This is the fostering care which the gentle- 
man’s State has for the children of poor and 
indigent parentage, and as his philanthropy is 
so large as to,include the children of all the 


1870 on the subject of the over-working and 
non-education of the factory children of Massa- 


| chusetts. 


The Clerk read as follows: 
“The State and the Republic are in danger of 
being controlled by corporations. Let early means 





nancial basis, as far as action in the name of the | 
Commonwealth is concerned, in the assessment of 


of prevention be secured. In Massachusetts itself, 
spite of her law—though whether ‘spite of her law ’is 


factory children, an act almost wholly disregarded, | 
|| he doubts whether any law officer to whom cases 


require much courage to enter the lists against the | 


to stop boasting in Massachusetts, educationally at | 


States, I will call his attention to an extract 
from the report of the Bureau of Statistics for 


an expression worth using when the law itself, a 
mere formula of prohibitory words, ‘vow et preterea 
nihil,’ a bark without a bite, may be questioned; 
yet spite of her lawchildren under as well as over 
ten years are employed over ten hours a day, and 
that, too, in many cases, without the legal school- 
ing; and yet the strong manner in which the facet 
has been represented to the Legislature has failed to 
secure an effective law preventive of the acknowl- 
edged evil. What between parents, covetous of the 
earnings of these children, or driven, as is true in 
inany instances, by the unsparing necessities of posi- 
tive want, or because of idleness or dissolute habits, 
reckless of the moral and intellectual or even phys- 
ical growth of their own children on the one hand 
and the inordinate pressure for gainful product and 
greed of wealth of employers on the other hand, the 
poor children are subjected to a pretty cffectual 
grinding. as between an upper and a nether mill- 
stone. God help them, if man’s law cannot! 

* But can it be possible in this Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, favored above States as she is, or as 
her people say she is—for they are somewhat of a 

boastful race, with all the blessings of bighest civil- 
ization, the growth of a genuine Christian influ- 
ence—that men can be found, regardless not only of 
the letter of her laws but of their manifest spirit 
| and intent, and regardless, too, in a case involving 
| the best good of the tender younglings who are grow- 
ing up to be the producers of her wealth, the indis- 
pensable toilers and workers in her countless hives 
of industry; can it be possible, that if this query 
ineet, as it anust, an affirmative reply, the State will 
permit the condition of things te exist that must 
ultimately produce a moral and physical deteriora- 
tion of her working people, and so by exhausting, 
year after year, both body and mind, find her pro- 
ducers less productive, their physical power enfee- 
bled and worn out, their minds dulled into a stolid 
stupidity, incapable of thought and of invention, so 
that the plowman shall only differ from the ox that 
he drives by having two legs less; the hodman’s head 
andthe bricks he bears beyond the same level; the 
toilers at machines of every name be but asthe ma- 
chines they tend, if even that; and, at least all her 
laborers become lower than the lowest Gibeonite that 
ever drudged for Ilebrew lord, and moresunken than 
the most hopeless Helot that ever toiled for Spartan 
master. Rather than such measureless misery should 
come, and if there be no hope from those that now 
control, and deaf years be turned to supplicating 
cries, | have only to pray that God, in mercy to the 
toilers and tothe Republic, will raise up, now and at 
once, from thetoilers themselves, as of old He raised 

Moses from his brethren the enslaved sons of Israel, 
|| ten thousand leaders from among themselves, in- 
|| spired for the task, who, like him, shall lead their 
brethren out of the worse than Egyptian bondage 
| that shall have fastened his chains around them into 
a land where true and fair labor shall be the honored 
| rule, and where it shall at least yield to the laborer 
|| that share of the milk and honey that is the just 

recompense of his toil.”’ 


Mr. McHENRY. Let the gentleman turn 
his attention to home affairs, and he will find 
much there to engage the attention of his 
|| humanitarian disposition. He will find that 

Massachusetts has more retail liquor shops in 
| proportion to her population than any State 
‘or ‘l'erritory in the United States east of the 

Rocky mountains. This | get from the report 
| of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue for 

the year ending June 30, 1871. Sir, she has 

eight thousand two hundred and thirty-eight 
'| whisky shops, while my State, with nearly 
equal population, has only about half that 
number. This, however, is not the conse- 

quence of superior education, but is only a 
| matter of taste, or it may be the result of their 
excessive loyalty in a patriotic endeavor to 
support the revenue department of the Gov- 
|| ernment. 
|| In regard to the other direct taxes imposed 
for the support of the Federal Government 
Massachusetts has decidedly the advantage 
of Kentucky; for notwithstanding her wealth 
is about three times as great, the amount paid 
into the Federal Treasury is nearly equal. 

Mr. PARKER, of New Hampshire. I will 
|| now yield ten minutes of my time to my col 
|| league, [Mr. Hipsarp. ] 

Mr. HIBBARD. Mr. Speaker, in the limited 
time which has been allotted me in this discus 
|| sion I can only refer to a few of what I conceive 
to be the objectionable features of the measure 

which is now before the House. 

I concur in the opinion which has been so 
aptly expressed by other gentlemen who have 
preceded me, that Congress possesses no con- 
stitutional authority to legislate upon the gen 
eral subject of education inthe States. I know 
of no article, no section, no clause in the Con- 
stitution which confers any such authority upon 
|| Congress, and in the absence of any such con- 
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stitutional provision Congress clearly has no 


such authority And if Congress has no power 
to legislate on the educational systems of the 
several States, I cannot understand how it 
ean accomplish lirectly what it cannot do 
directly, by g vil ga portion of the property of 
the whole people to the who will comply with 
( incon ions, and ¥ thlrolding it ft mn those 
who refuse to comy ly with those conditions. 
| ird this bill, Mr. Speaker, as merely an 
opening wedge for further and more extensive 
t l on the subject ol ¢ | cation in the 
States. [tus only a pioneer. If itshall become 
iw it will pave the way for the comprehen- 
ve measure providing for a system of national 


education whieh wasintroduced into the House 
during the Forty-First Congress by the gentle- 
man Massachusetts, | Mr. Hoar,| who 
addressed the House last week in favor of this 
bill, or for some measure similar to that. The 
postal telegraph and other kindred legislation 
will follow in its train, and before the people 
are aware of it, every right which has hereto- 
fore been regarded as vested in the States will 
be absorbed by the General Government. 
Doubtless it threadbare statement to 
make in this Hall for one to say he is opposed 
to centralizing all powers in the General Gov- 
ernment, but it is a statement which cannot 
be made by too many members of this House, 
nor can it be repeated too often. IL am not 
that I still confide 
in the States and in all those old time-honored 
subdivisions of power which are incident to 
our form of government, even down to the 
school districts. I would not make those little 
democracies dependent in any degree upon 
officers residing in the national capital for 


from 


is a 


ashamed to acknowledge 


the settlement of any of their local questions. | 


But, sir, if the general purpose contemplated 
by this bill is to be enacted into a law, I say 
then, by all means, let it be done directly, by the 
donation of a specific sum of money annually 
from the public ‘Treasury, without sugar-coat- 


ing the pill under the subterfuge of conse- | 
crating the proceeds of the public lands to the | 


education of the people. 

What connection is there, Mr. Speaker, be- 
tween the public lands and the education of the 
people any more than between the public lands 


and the support of the poor and other subjects | 


of State authority? I submit thereis none. 


Now, sir, I rose principally to make a single | 
point, and but for making it I would not have | 


occupied the attention of the House fora mo- 
ment, andthat is if the people of the South, 
or the people of any other section of the coun- 
try whose educational systems are inferior, are 
to be relieved by the Government, they ought 
to be relieved by a direct appropriation from 
the Treasury of a definite sum which should 
be uniform from year to year. 
tention of the House to the fact that under the 
provisions of the pending bill there will be 


the widest disparity between the sum, which | 


will be devoted to this purpose from year to 
year. Ihave a table, procured from the Com- 


missioner of the General Land Office, which | 


shows in detail the sums of money which have 
been realized from the sales of the public lands 
during the past seven years. What I propose 


in conducting the business. 
It gives the gross proceeds of the sales of 


to these figures as furnis 
against this bill which ought to be sufficient in 


the mind of every friend of education in this | 


House. If the authors of this measure are 
sincere in the belief that Congress has the 


authority, aud that it is expedient to relieve | 


these various States whose educational sys- 
tems, or whose pecuniary circumstances do 


not enable them to make suitable provision || 


for the education of their children, let them 


go to work in a manver that will accomplish |; 
ti 


the object. 


In the year ending on the 30th of June, || 
1865, the gross proceeds of the sales of pub- |; 


| lands. 


I call the at- | 


| permitting our national domain to be 
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lic lands were $748,426 85. In the year end- 
ing June 30, 1866, they were $561,299 97. 
In the year ending June 30, 1867, they were 
$1,071,706 75. Inthe year ending June 30, 
1868, they were $1,285,450 96. In the year 
ending June 30, 1869, they were $4,055.197 35. 


In the year ending June 30, 1870, they were 
$3,123,677 39. In the year ending June 30, 
1871, they were $2,389,982 87. The whole 


amount realized during these seven years was 
$15,235,741 04 as the footing of these figures 
will snow. 
Thus we see, Mr. Speaker, that during one 
of the years mentioned, the sum of $561,000 
was derived from the sale of public lands, and 
during another year, $4,055,000—I give the 


and are not supported by truth; 


| and enlightenment, can deceive nobody 
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against the Democratic party as a national 


organization which are not justified by history 
’ 


; ; and, in my 
judgment, are extremely discreditable to him 


and unjust toward us. Slanderous suggest, 
that the Democratic party is in alliance wis), 


: : With 
ignorance and vice, and opposed to edue 


allon 
» @X- 


_ cept, possibly, the benighted followers of tho 


figures in round numbers—being a difference | 


ot more than seven to one. According to 


the figures of the Commissioner, the expenses | 


chargeable upon these sales during the same 
period amounted to $4,616,863 74, being a 


little more than one third of the gross proceeds ; | 


but this does not materially change the rela- 
tive proportion in different years, and so far 
as it does change it it makes the dispropor- 
tion still larger. Now, I submit that if there 
is to be a measure of this kind enacted into 
a law, the sum which is given should be deifi- 
nite and uniform from year to year, so that the 
various States and districts for whose benefit 
itis to be enacted shall receivethe same amount 
every year, and shall know beforehand what 
sum they may rely upon, and not be dependent 
on the constantly fluctuating sales of the public 
I submit that it willintroduce extreme 
confusion into the whole system of education 
in all the States if you provide that they shall 
receive one dollar one year, seven the next, 
and so on in different years, and that if there 


| is to be a law of this kind passed, this whole 


subject of dividing the proceeds of the public 
lands should be utterly abandoned, and a spe- 


|| cific appropriation made for that purpose, 
| which will carry out the intention professed by 


those who have this bill in charge. If its par- 
ticular friends persist in pressing the measure 
in its present form, well knowing that though 
the sdoeancen! fund, according to its provis- 
ions, would during some years be respectable 
in amount, it is likely during other years to be 


reduced to a mere pittance, not much more | 


than sufficient to defray the expense of the 
distribution, it will go very far to demonstrate 
that the education of the people is not the real 
object which they have in view. 


(here is one other subject, Mr. Speaker, to 


which [I wish to call attention for a moment. 


| Various bills are before Congress which pro- | 


vide for the closing up of the sales of the 


| public lands, and that there shall be no fur- 
ther disposition of them except that actual 


settlers may go upon them and occupy them 


under the homestead and preémption laws. 


The introduction of numerous bills of this 
general character shows that the public mind 
is drifting in this direction. It is not strange 
that there should exist throughout the country 
a growing restlessness on the subject of longer 
pur- 


While I 


chased at wholesale by speculators. 


have not given sufficient attention to the ques- 
to read is without any deduction of expenses | 


tion to enable me to express a confident opin- 
ion upon it, [ submit to the candid consider- 


|| ation of the House whether the uncertainty 
the public lands, and I call et attention || 


. | 
ling an argument || 


which awaits this class of bills does not afford 
a weighty argument in favor of defeating this 


Mr. PARKER, of New Hampshire. I yield 
to the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Kerr] 


| bill in its present form ? 


| fifteen minutes. ° 


Mr. KERR. I propose very briefly to give 
my objections to this bill; and before I pro- 
ceed to do so, I desire just for one moment to 
refer to a speech made by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] the other day, 
when this bill firsteame before the House. In 
that speech, in a manner uncalled for by the 
subject-matter, and entirely outside the range 














| 
| 


Republican party in the South; and the ¢ 
is not far distant when even they wii! 
ceived on this point. 

[ will not stop now, Mr. Speaker, to refoy 
more in detail to that speech, but in this eon. 
nection will only say that the record of our 
party in regard to the educational interests of 
this country is most honorable and illustrious 
and that we can stand by it. in the future, as 
our country has won distinction and prosperity 
under it in the past. In my own State of Indi. 
ana we have a magnificent educational fund 
to-day of about eight million five hundred 
thousand dollars. In 1851, by our constitu. 
tional convention, almost unanimously Demo. 
cratic, that great fund was organized, perpet- 
uated, and made sacred in the interests of 
education. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me say just in a few 
words why I oppose this bill 

Mr. HOAR. Will the gentleman from Indi- 
ana in that connection state to the House 
where that fund came from? 

Mr. KERR. I would state it, Mr. Speaker, 
if I had time, but I must hurry on. 

Mr. HOAR. Did it not come—— 

Mr. KERR. I will incorporate a statement 
of where it came from—the whole of it—in my 
remarks in the Globe. 

Mr. HOAR. I wish to know whether a 
part of that fund, which is the glory and 
credit of Indiana, did not come from a gift of 
public lands from the General Government? 

Mr. KERR. By no means. 

Mr. HOAR. No part? 

Mr. KERR. I did not say so. I did not 
understand the gentleman’s inquiry to relate 
to a part of it, but to the whole. 

Mr. HOAR. I asked you; that is all. 

Mr. KERR. If the House will indulge me 
on account of this interruption, I will tell the 
gentleman and the House from what sources 
this fund comes. I read from the educational 
report for 1870: 

Negotiable State bonds..........ceccceeceees $3,591,316 15 
Common-school fund held by counties.... 1,522,410 38 


Congressional township fund..... ....... 2,211,867 76 
Value of unsold congressional township 


ime 


be unde- 





PID bi Senccck baad tyendovtbocd dane Gesicedvesccthbiele 101,502 25 
Saline fund On loan............sccceeescoesenesesees 3,727 07 
Saline fund im treasury ..............0-seccsseess 1,348 9 
Bank-tax fund On Loan .......0....ccc0cresccceee 1,396 99 
Bank-tax fund in treasury.....................6 107 07 

| Kacheated estates......... ...ccccco-ccsccssossevesses 16,702 42 
Sinking fund................. wbdsbiie ddiceaiidhnd chichinncs 808,963 35 
BIE voccncsvscebaslistaen sacaibninhe sicioeaanehneteare $8,259,342 34 








Thus it appears that all this fund is created 
by the people of the State out of their own 
forethought and efforts, except xbout two and 
a quarter million dollars. Beside, our State 
constitution makes it the imperative duty of 
our Legislature—a duty which has been most 
honorably met and discbarged—to provide 
‘*a general and uniform system of common 
schools, wherein tuition shall be without charge, 
and equally open to all.”’ 

This congressional township fund comes 
from the legislation and beneficence of the 
Federal Government; and every other State 
in this Union has had the same gift except the 
old States, where there were no public lands. 

‘Mr. CONGER. I wish to ask the gentle- 
man whether this particular fund came to any 
other of the States than those formed of the 
territory ceded by Virginia called the North- 
west Territory? 

Mr. KERR. Yes, sir; it didto many other 
States, and this has been done by the legis- 
lation of the Democratic party, which during 
those years controlled the Federal Government 


of legitimate discussion, he made aspersions || and the disposition of the public lands. ‘The 
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policy, thus adopted and established by the | 


Jyemoeratic party, has been in some cases since 
‘jiowed by later legislation under Republican 


guspices. . . 
. Vr, HOAR. Then the gentleman admits 
hat this bill is precisely in the line of the 


pglicy of the Democratic party in its better 


"Vir. KERR. Mr. Speaker, this bill is pre- 
cisely out of the line of the Democratic policy, 
and of the conduct of the Democratic party in 
, past, and it is precisely in the line of the 
resent and past policy of the Republican 
warty toward the States of this Union, as I 
will now proceed to show. 

And this brings me to my first ground of 


— 1 oe 


objection to the bill as it is introduced by | 


the committee; and it is, that the condition 
on which the States of this Union can alone 
enjoy the advantages of this bill is unjust, 
onerous, and cruel, and discriminates out- 


rageously against the very States that most | 


need the aid of the Federal Government, 


and compliance with it is simply impossible | 


for some of the States of this Union. That 
condition is, that before any State shall bave 
the advantage of this bill its Legislature shall 
have engaged that it will provide by law for 


the free education of all its children between | 
the ages of six and sixteen years, and shall 


have actually established and put into prac- 
tical operation such a system. 


this bill. Is it right? 


Now, it must be remembered by gentlemen | 


of this House, as it will be by the country, 
thatmany of the States in the South, lately in 
rebellion, have been, by numerous causes, 


deplorably impoverished, first, by the war, | 


aud then more cruelly and effectively by car- 
pet-baggery, that pestiferous offspring of Radi- 
calism ; and that to go to them now, with this 
kind of a condition, and to say that before they 
shall enjoy the mere pittance this bill pro- 
poses to give them, they shall first impose upon 


themselves a herculean burden, impossible to | 
be borne by people already crushed to the | 


very earth by oppressive and dishonest taxes, 


infamous partisan exactions, and millions of | 
public debts imposed upon them by Repub- | 


lican rings, robbers, and scoundrels; now, I 


say, to go to them with such a condition as | 


this is unmanly, ungenerous, and unjust; but it 


is exactly in keeping with the conduct of the | 


entleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar. ] 
lis State can readily comply with these con- 


ditions, and so could mine, but not so with | 


many others in the South and West. 


_ Besides, when you run this bill out into || 
its practical results, you will find tbat on the | 


part of many of the States it would require a 


very extensive change in their present systems | 


vf school organization and administration. 
The actual policy of the bill appears to be, to 
impose conditions which more or less speed- 
ily and effectively bring the whole business of 
education under the control and supervision 
of partisan Federal agents and officers here. 
Let any gentleman with his pencil by a few 
figures determine how much any one State 
in this Union would get under the provisions 
of this bill, and he will find that it will be 
the merest trifle, a mere bagatelle, compared 
with the gross sum necessary fo establish and 
maintain a system of complete free education, 
such as this bill compels the States to estab- 


lish and maintain before they shall have the | 


benefit of this bill. Now, I say to gentlemen 


of this House, to the chairman of this com- | 


mittee, who sits near me, [Mr. Perce, ] if you 
are sincere in your desire to aid education in 
the South, and would make your aid substan- 
tial and effective, why not give the proceeds 
of the sales of these lands directly, freely, and 
at once to the States, upon the sole and hon- 
est condition that they shail hold and admin- 
ister them as a sacred fund in the interest of 
education? 


That is what the Democratic party did. That 


This is the | 
obvious import and effect of the language of 


{| 
{ 


i! 


| their respective institutions and laws. 
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l 
is Democratic policy—a policy which recog- 
nizes the equality and brotherhood of the States | 
of this Union, and fitly evinces the interest of 
the Congress in the promotion of education 


everywhere throughout our country. I am in 
favor of such a policy as that, and for such a 
bill I hold myself rea hy to vot Congress 
may legally impose such a reasonable and 


proper condition. The States would grate- 
fully accept. the benefaction, and faithfully and 
wisely administer the trust in accordance with 
But the 


| cruel terms on which you offer them this aid 














| at once. 
| the Union, as honest people having acommon 
interest with you in all that pertains to the | 





require them, in many States, first to do im- 
possible things, to achieve resulis, excellent in 
themselves, but which cau only be accomplished 
after the lapse of time, the reéstablishment of 


| general prosperity, and the efforts of many | 


years. 

But I have another obje ction to this bill, and 
that is that the provisions of the bill, when they 
are practically applied to the enforcement of 
the system which the bill proposes to establish 
in the country, will require to be established, 
all over the country, free public schools, which 
shall also be mixed public schools, in which 
all the children of the respective school dis- 
tricts, without reference to color or race, shall 
be entitled to go, and receive a free education. 
Now, I am as much in favor as any man on 
this floor of giving free and equal education to 


all the children of the country; but lam not | 


in favor of that miserable and unnatural sys- 
tem which would curse both races by forcing 
them into daily association in the tender years 
of infancy, during the acquirement of educa 
tion. 
their destinies in parailel lines, enjoying the 


I am willing the races shall work out | 


same rights; but I protest forever against mon- || 4 
|| generous and manly, and it would greatly con- 


grel schools, forced association, and resulting 
demoralization to my own race. I think the 
design of this bill is in part, and its language 


} 


will bear that construction, to supply a pretext | 


and afford an opportunity to the Federal au- 


thorities to interpose and demand the enforce- | 


ment of this principle. 


i have another objection to this bill, and 


that is based upon the ground so well covered 
by my friend from Kentucky [|Mr. McHenry] 
a few moments ago, that it is intended by its 
practical operations to transfer the local con- 
trol of the educational systems of this country 
from: the rightful keeping and hands of the 
people of the States, and give it to the Con- 
gress of the United States. That is a funda- 


| mental objection,that should control this House 


forever against the enactment of such a law. 
Any system of public education, to be effect- 
ive and to accomplish in a free representative 
government all its beneficent advantages and 
results, should be left in the control of the 
States of the Union, to be administered by 
them, to be adapted to their local conditions, 
to be managed in their smallest sub-divisions 
by their own citizens. 

If you want to give anything out of the 
Treasury of the United States to these States 
to aid them in the advancement of this great 


| interest, then | pray you put your hands into 


the general pocket, and give that benetfaction 
Treat them, however, as coequals in 


general welfare, and, my word for it, the inter- 
est of education would be infinitely better 
managed and more rapidly developed all over 
the country than it will ever be through the 
agency of an educational head established 
here, sending out its autocratic power all 
through the country, overriding the rightful 
jurisdiction of the States, and stifling the gen- 
erous growth of individuality by centralization. 

When you come, Mr. Speaker, to look at 
the last two sections of this bill, it becomes 
impressively clear that the logical effect of it 
will unquestionably be to transter the ultimate 
control of education in the country to Federal 
tribunals. It is provided in the eleventh sec- 
tion, of the bill that, upon certain violations 
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| of the conditions contained in this bill, the 
persons so violating them— 


Shall be deemed guilty of a felony, and, upon con- 
viction thereof, shall be punished by fine in double 
the amount so misapplied, misappropriated, squan- 
dered, or embezzled, or by imprisonment not less 
than one nur more than three years, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment, in the diseretion of the 
court. 


And the concluding section declares— 

That the circuit courts of the United States shall 
have exclusive jurisdiction of all offenses committed 
against the provisions of this act, and— 

Mark this— 


shali have power and authority by the proper writ 
to compel the performance of the duties herein 
required by any officer herein mentioned, and to 
restrain apy undue and improper performance of 
such duties. 


Those Federal judicial tribunals are to ex- 
| ercise jurisdiction over the subordinate minis- 
| terial officers of a State, and to direct them 
| how they shall perform their duties, thus of 

course taking them at once from the control 

of the local tribunals to the same extent to 
| which the Federal courts may exercise juris- 
| diction; for if the latter have any power it 

must, in the very nature of our institutions, be 
| an exclusive power. 
| Toall this system I object.e Let us do what 
| ever we may, Mr. Speaker, to advance the 
|| interests of education throughout our country 
|| by a fair, magnanimous, aud generous dedi- 
cation of the proceeds of the public lands 
|| directly to the States, leaving them to be con- 
|| trolled and administered by the States under 
|| the single pledge that they shall always be 
|| dedicated to the interests of education, and 
| sacredly administered in those interests alone. 
| This policy would be fair, honorable to all, 
| consistent with the spirit of our institutions, 


; tribute to the restoration of fraternal relations 
| among the States. 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 

COMMITTEE CLERKS. 


Mr. WILLARD, by unanimous consent, 
reported from the select Committee on the 
| Reorganization of the Civil Service a bill (H. 


|| R. No. 1342) to regulate the employment and 


| 


| compensation of clerks of the committees of 
|| the House of Representatives ; which was read 
| a first and second time, ordered to be printed, 


| 


|| and recommitted. 
EDUCATIONAL FUND. 


Mr. PARKER, of New Hampshire. I now 
yield ten minutes to the gentleman from New 
| Jersey, [Mr. Birp. | 
| Mr. BIRD. Mr. Speaker, in addition to 
| the objections which have — been urged 
| against this bill, 1 wish to call the attention 
| of the House to one further consideration. In 
|| order to make it manifest that it is the inten- 
|| tion of those who have suggested and framed 
|| the bill to concentrate a vast amount of addi- 
|| tional power in the hands of the Federal Gov- 
| ernment, yea, in the hands of one individual, 
|| I call attention to the language of the eighth 

guag g 
|| section: 

That on or before the Ist day of September in 
each year the Commissioner of Kducation shall cer- 
tify to the Secretary of the Treasury as to each State, 
Territory, and District, whether it is entitled to re- 
ceive its share of the apportionment under this act, 


and the amount of such share, which shall there- 
upon be entitled to receive the same. 


|| It will be observed that this provision places 
| in the hands of a single officer, the Com mis- 
| sioner of Education, absolute and entire con- 
| trol of this fund, only to be controlled by sub- 
sequent legislation. leis for him to say whether 
| New Jersey and South Carolina or any other 
| State has complied with the conditions pre- 
viously expressed in the bill so as to entitle 
|| the State to the benefits intended by the bill. 
| Are we prepared to sanction any such legisla- 
|| tion as this—any such concentration of power? 
|| Is there any possible warrant for it in the 
|| Constitution? Have we any precedent for it 
|| in any other legislative act? Has either party, 
|| Democratic or Republican, at any time passed 
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a law respecting education, which by any pos- 
sible pretense or construction gave so much 
power as this to any single officer? | appre- 
hend that when gentlemen on the other side 
come to contemplate the vast stretch of power 
here granted, whether designed or not, they 
will recoil from it and so amend this provision 
as to make it much more liberal toward the 
States than it now appears to be. In its 
present form it implies a want of confidence 
in their honesty and integrity unworthy of us; 
it implies that the people of a State are likely 
to be treacherous cnough to adopt a system 
of free education in order to place themselves 
on the roll of betrayers. 

jut look further. 
hands of asingle individual the power to say 
because a superintendent of a single county 
has failed to make a report satisfactory to his 
highness the Commissioner of Education, 


them, and to trust them with the honest dis- | 


Will you place in the | 


therefore that State shall be deprived of all its , 


privileges under this bill? It never could have 
been your intention. It requires every partic- 
ular shall be in precise accordance with the 
wishes of this individual. He is the supreme 
He retains the entire control. It is 
impossible that such an enactment as this will 
receive the earne&t consideration and the con- 
sent of either branch of Congress. 

I was in the belief that gentlemen on the 
other side of the House did not intend this 
from the fact that the gentleman from Mas 
sachusetts [Mr. Hoar] who addressed the 
House on the other side on this question 
seems for once to consent that the doctrine of 
State rights is one to be observed and adhered 
to. For myself, I begin to see in all this dis- 
cussion some little light. Our friends on the 
other side, and especially the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, seem to be returning to their 
old love. In the days of personal-liberty bills 


arbiter. 


| blacks in common schools. 


we not willing to place this small pittance in 
their hands? LIask gentlemen on the other 
side of the House whether they are afraid to 
put into the hands of the people of Kentucky 
with all her alleged illiteracy, or in the hands 
of South Carolina, down: trodden 
pressed and overburdened as she is, or in the 
hands of any other southern State, a few hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars that the sales of 
the public lands under this bill will bring to 


posal thereof? Let me suggest that under the 
circumstances of the case, in my opinion, the 
northern States will consume nearly the whole 
of this fund. As has been said already by 
gentlemen upon this floor, the State of Ten- 


nessee will receive but a very small propor- | 
tion of this sum, and I apprehend it will be | 
so with most of the southern States because | 


of their inability to comply with these severe 
conditions, one of which clearly is, though 
not expressed, equality of the whites and 
Then to whom 
shall this fund go? ‘To the northern States? 
It never could have been 


| framers of this bill that this fund should prin- 


the doctrine of State rights was to them most | 


recious. 
: circle, as it is sure to do, is bringing those 
gentlemen back to the proper construction of 
the Constitution, and to a better understand- 
ing of this most important and solemn subject, 


the rights of the individual Siates, the preser- || 
vation of local self government, the education | 


of our own children intellectually as well as 


[ apprebend the mind running in | 


morally, the two being so intimately combined | 
that it is as competent for us to provide to-day | 


for a system of religious as weil as of intel- 
lectual instruction. Only take this step, and 
the other can as well be allowed under the 
powers claimed for Congress. 

It seems to me this is an old acquaintance 
in a new dress. I would be glad to express 
myself more fujly upon it, but during the last 
session of Congress | bad the honor to do so. 
‘This may be said to be, as that was, the child 
of the Freedmen’s Bureau, a supplement 


cipally go to the northern States, but mani- 
festly such will be the result. I will not charge 
them with mercenary motives. There is no 
necessity for any such display of selfishness. 
1 will not charge them with a desire to con- 


| coct a bill and have it passed which they knew 
| beforehand the people of the South would not 





| comply with; that, from the very nature of 
things, it imposes conditions which cannot be | 
complied with by the people of the South | 


without consenting to that social equality 
which all the intelligence of the South assures 


| them will be disastrous and dishonorable, the 
| beginning of a degradation which awaits all 


who yield to miscegenation. 

Hence, [| insist, from the nature of things, 
that Tennessee, Kentucky, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Mississippi, and other southern States 
will never be prepared to comply with the pro- 
visions of this act, not at least for many years 
tocome. ‘Therefore the proceeds of the sales 
of public lands will ail by this bill, if it becomes 


_ a law, under the construction which the super- 


| nothing from this fund. 


thereto, a revival of that system of legislation | 


to some extent. ‘The same argument or dec- 
lamation is used that greeted us during the 
exciting days of reconstruction. It bas been 
said the nevessity of education is very great 
throughout the South; that had the people of 
the South been educated there would have 
been no rebellion; that had they been properly 
educated there would have been no resistance 
to the reconstruction acts. And.the admission 
comes from the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Hoan] that because of the widespread 
ignorance among certain classes of the popula- 
tion of the South, these wild disorders, this 
turbulence, this unheard-of civil discord in the 
South has been manifested. Hence the asser- 
tion of the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. 
Vooruees | the other day is veritied from an 
unexpected quarter. Mr. Voorness showed 
most emphatically that the great error in re- 
construction was in placing the pyramid upon 
its apex. In this debate we are gratified with 
the admission that this statement is true and 
the criticism just. 

Why not now, let me ask, Mr. Speaker, 
trust these States? Why not consign to them 





intendent of public schools will place upon it, 
be necessarily donated to the northern States 
alone. 
{ might remark that in New Jersey we ask 
During the last year 
we have expended $2,375,000 in the cause of 
education, a large sum, amounting to about 
fifteen dollars to each child who is of the age 
required by law to attend common schools. 


And nothing will be asked by the State of | 


Indiana, if we can judge aright from the 
remarks of the gentleman from that State, 
| Mr. Kerr,] who has just preceded me. This 
being so, why should the people of the North 
endeavor to impose unnecessary burdens on 
the people of the South? And further, wh 
should they attempt to frame a law whic 
would be nugatory and afford them no bene- 
fits whatever in the way of promoting the 
cause of education? 

| thank the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire [Mr. Parker] for his kindness in allow- 
ing me an opportunity of addressing the House 
on this question. 

Mr. PARKER, of New Hampshire. Ona 


_ former occasion | expressed my views very 
| briefly on this bill, and ILshould have been con- 


this fund and allow them to use tt according | 


tent with my remarks then made, had not the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar, ] 
who is a member of the committee which re- 
ported this bill, seen fit to indulge in some 
remarks which | deem it to be my duty to an- 
swer. The gentleman saw fit to arraign the 
Democratic party in terms as opposed to edu- 
cational interests. I had supposed, sir, that 
the time was past when any gentleman who 
is a member of either of the two great polit- 
ical parties would arraign the other as being 
opposed to the great interests of education. 


intended by the | 


| 


and op: | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


'} 
to the dictates of their own judgment? Are || It is conclusive to my mind that an 
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; Y gentle. 
man who seeks to do this must be very poor 
in argument, and very short of material with 
which to support any proposition, if this 4, 
his last resort. 

I think, Mr. Speaker, that the Democrat; 
party need no vindication of mine in regard 
to the interest which they have manifested in 
the great cause of education. If any political 
party in this land has been the champion of 
the great interests of education, it has been 
the Democratic party. Why, sir, we say 1). 
day, as we have always said, that educa, . 
is the foundation upon which we must seek 
to build in this country, if we build succes. 
fully. We say thatit is the chief corner-styn, 
in this our national fabric. Let the gentleman 
turn to the history of the Democratie party 
and he will find that they have ever encour. 
aged educational interests. Let him look ay 
the last inaugural address of Governor Parker. 
of New Jersey, who, I think, is a pretty good 
specimen of our party; or let him go to New 
Hampshire, my own State, and read the last 
inaugural message of our Governor there; |ot 
him go to any other State where the Demo. 
cratic party has been in power, and he will 
find they have been foremost in encouraging 
education and its interests. Sir, I hurl back 
upon the gentleman the assertion, and deny 
here and now that we have ever opposed edu- 
cation. We stand committed to the advance. 
ment of its interests. And if that gentleman 
or any other gentleman will bring forward a 
measure purely in the interests of educating 
our people, to whatever race they may belong, 
he will find that the Democratic party will give 
him every assistance. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been said that this 
bill was brought forward in the interests of 
the southern people. I wish, sir, that this 
bill in its effects would benefit the southern 
people. If this is really brought forward in 
the interests of the southern people, why is it 
necessary to unite with it this pet scheme which 
the gentleman has espoused, and which I think 
has been a pet scheme of his for some time, 
and has been made to appear in this House 
before, and which has been defeated, namely, 
the establishment of a general superintendence 
over our public schools throughout the length 
and breadth of the land? It is very evident, 
Mr. Speaker, that this bill cannot be brought 
forward or advocated successfully in the inter- 
ests of the southern people. If I believed 
that it was brought forward with that view, 
and that it would accomplish the object 
without violating any great constitutional 
principles, | should most cheerfully give it my 
assent. But it does not do this. I have made 
here a little estimate of the amount which the 
schools or districts will be likely to receive 
under the operation of this bill. There are 
in the several States of this Union something 
like one hundred and twenty thousand schools, 
not including the Territories. Taking one half 
of this—I refer to the net income from the 
sale of the public lands during the last seven 
years—and | find the net income to have been 
a little over eight million dollars. Making 
this estimate, then, I find that these schools or 
school districts will receive less than five dol- 
lars each. Now, Mr. Speaker, can it be said 
with any degree of propriety, can it be said 
with any truth, that we are bringing forward a 
measure in the interest of the southern people, 
or in the interest of any. people really, when 
we find that each school district will receive 
only the small pittance of less than five dol- 
lars? 

Mr. HOAR. I would like to ask the gentle- 
man a question, if it would not be interrupt- 
ing him too much. I desire to ask him if he 
is familiar with the effect upon education in 
the South of the distribution of the Peabody 
fund, which distributes only $100,000 annually, 
and yet has operated in probably creating ten 
times that amount by the stimulus to others? 


Mr. PARKER, of New Hampshire. It has 
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heen argued here that this will operate asa 
imulus. Now, my experience has been—— | 
oir. HOAR. My question is whether he 


‘s in fact familiar with the operations of the || 


Peabody fund. 

Mr. PARKER, of New Hampshire. Ihave 
not visited the southern States, and I cannot 
peak, perhaps, with great accuracy as to their 


present condition, or what effect the Peabody || 


fund may have had. 

Mr. HOAR. The gentleman does not under- 
stand my question. ; 

Mr. PARKER, of New Hampshire. My 
experience has been that before you can in- 
uence the public mind to a great extent by 


lacing a small fund of money at its disposal || 


foreducational purposes, you must first educate 
the heart and the mind of the people. Edu- 
cation is the result of local sentiment. You 
must create a well-regulated public sentiment 
before you can greatly benetit the people by 
bestowing upon them funds. 

Now, | do not know what the condition of 
the public mind may be in the southern States 
in regard to education, but from the argument 
of the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Perce) 
[ infer that a large portion of the people of 
the South are opposed to education. If that 
be true, I would say that this small sum of 
money placed at their disposal will work no 
good; they must first be convinced of the bene- 
ficial power of education, and he had better 
go home and instruct his people upon that 

oint before he asks for this small pittance. 
Let them realize the great benefits of educa- 
tion, and then any sum of money that we may 
place at their disposal will be beneficial to 
them. 

I do not know, however, that the gentleman 
is right in what he says in relation to the senti- 
ments of the South. I am heartily in favor 
of aiding the southern 3tates in the education 
oftheir people. Itis true they have had thrown 
upon them a new element, an element lately 
bound down by the chains of slavery, a people 
now made citizens. We oweit to that people, 
we owe it to ourselves, to do something for 
their relief and their education, and if the 
gentleman will bring forward a measure here 
for the education of that people | will mest 
heartily indorse it, most heartily advocate it. 
But it would be a great hardship to impose 
this burden upon the South. 
and very truly said by the gentleman from 
Indiana {Mr. Kerrj that it would be impossi- 
ble for the southern States, situated as they 


now are, to comply with the conditions of this || 
bill. Let us, then, if we are in earnest, if we | 


believe what we say, if we wish to help these 
people, come directlyto the national Treasury 
and ask fora certain sum of money which will 
be reasonable, and which will be of some 
benefit to these people and assist them. 

Ah! Mr. Speaker, there is another and an 
ulterior object which these gentlemen have 
in forcing this measure. It is, as has been 
said by gentlemen on this side of the House, 
the commencement of a work which they 
desire to accomplish. It is to gain the recog- 
nition of a principle which I believe gentle- 
men on this side of the House generally do 
not believe to be true, namely, that this Gov- 
ernment has the right in any way to interfere 
with the domestic affairs of aly of the States. 


I wish gentlemen would plant themselves | 


upon a resolution which I hold in my hand, 
and which was a part of the platform of the 
Republican party in 1860, at the convention 
which nominated Mr. Lincoln. I think it is 
pretty good Democratic doctrine, and I will 


read it for the edification of gentlemen. ‘If | 


it is their doctrine to-day, all right. It is as 
follows: 


_“* Resolved, That the maintenance inviolate ofthe | 


rights of the States, and especially of the right of 
each State to order and control its own domestic in- 
stitutions according toitsown judgment exclusively, 


18 essential to that balance of power on which the | 


perfection and endurance of our political fabric 


depends,” 


[t was very ably | 


T 
If the placing of a superintendent over our || offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
_{Mr. Hoar.} Here in this Congress we find 


them already in solid column against this 
eral courts, as such, for disobeying his man- || 


common schools here at Washington, and then 
| punishing a State officer as a felon in the Fed- | 
i 
|| dates, is not practically abolishing our school 
|| system, what can do it? Let this principle be 

| admitted, and then carry it out to its logical 
|| conclusion, and all the domestic and internal 
affairs of the States are surrendered to the 
|| General Government. Then the gentleman 
from Massachusetts will realize the fruits of 


|| their schemes with some universally popular 


| subject, and then condemn everybody who 
refuses to take the whole dose. 


the true which the proposition may contain, 
but, as honest men, feel bound to discard the 
evil, Thus it is with this bill. It contains 
some propositions which meet my concur- 
rence, and I would cheerfully give them my 
support, but connected therewith are so many 
evils and palpable violations of the Consti- 
tution that I cannot support it. 

The bill permits Congress to take possession 
of the State governments. Should we not 
pause before taking any further step in that 
direction? If it is thought best to make any 
disposition of the proceeds of the public lands, 
let it be done in such a manner as not to tram- 
ple down or impair the rights of the several 
States. Leave the funds in their hands, and 
trust to the good sense and intelligence of the 
people in making such a disposition of these 
funds as they in their wisdom think will be 
most conducive to their highest interest. 
Should it not be the policy of Government 
to keep these lands as homesteads for actual 
settlers, and not to encourage the disposal of 
them for any other purpose? 

It has been urged by some gentlemen that 
if this bill passes and becomes a law it will 
prevent any further schemes on the part of 
corporations and moneyed powers from plun- 








dering and grabbing any more of this sacred | 


inheritance. Could I be made to see the truth- 
fulness of thisargument, it would go far toward 
inducing me to support this measure with its 
many and serious objections. I think of two 
evils I should choose the least. But how and 
in what way will these nefarious schemes be 
stopped by the passage of this bill? Certainly 
not on account of the high regard which rail- 
road corporations have for the subject of edu- 
cation. If we judge the future by the past, 
they will think of themselves first, last, and 
| forever. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts says the 





the people when these lands come back to 
them in any way to dispose of them, and appro- 
priate the proceeds arising from the same in 
such a manner as they in their wisdom think 
best. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania. The 
claim which the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire [Mr. Parker] makes for his party, that 
it is in favor of the education of the people, 
| reminds me of that very fervent temperance 


ment. 





[Laughter.] The Democratic party 


professions of a desire for education, but they 


always contrive to find some constitutional || 


| difficulty in the way. 

The gentleman challenges us to show where- 
inthey have been opposed to education. Had 
he been on the floor of this House in the last 
Congress, he would have found the Demo- 
cratic members going almost solidly against 


tional report ; and if he will carry his mind 
back to that time he will find that they were 
opposed to the plan of education that was 





| 


his toil. These zealous people who advocate | 
‘| such doctrines almost invariably, in their | 
|| endeavors to accomplish their objects, unite | 
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effort of ours to distribute and disseminate in- 
formation among the people. ‘They are strict 
constructionists; they are tainted with that 
old virus which brought about the rebellion. 
They remind me of the gentlemen of the 
Democratic party of the olden time, who 
were always troubled whenever anything was 
brought forward that could not be found writ- 
ten distinctly in the Constitution. 

You perhaps remember, Mr. Speaker, [ Mr. 
PoLaNp in the chair,} and if you do not it is 
tradition, that some few years ago the Con- 


| gress of the United States thought it proper 
There are | 
many who would gladly accept the good and | 


to appropriate a small sum of money for the 
purpose of purchasing the burying-ground now 
in front of the Capitol. They wanted a place 
| wherein to inter members of Congress and 
other officials of the Government who might 
die here in the discharge of their official duties. 
The gentlemen of the Democratic party from 
the southern States took up the Constitution 
and read it from end to end, and not finding 
there the phrase ‘ burying-ground,’’ or the 


|| phrase ‘‘national cemetery,’’ concluded that 


it could not be within the purview of the Con- 
| stitution. The land was bought; it is out yon- 
| der now, and congressmen have been buried in 
it. Soon after it was bought, however, one of 
these strict constructionists fell sick at his 
quarters. He sent for one of his colleagues 
from the southern States, and when he had 
entered his room he said to him, ‘Jones, 


| look here; I am ill, very ill, and I think | am 


going to die. Now these fellows around here 
will want to bury me in the congressional 
burying-ground; don’t you let them do it, for 
it would be unconstitutional.’’ [ Laughter. ] 

So it is-with these gentlemen; they are 
afraid of everything; they are afraid that the 
|| Constitution will be violated when we propose 
to do aught in favor of the great interest of 
education. The gentleman from Georgia[ Mr. 
McIntyre] opposed this bill the other day 
because it was unconstitutional, and he has 
prepared a substitute for it, whereby the whole 
of the money that may be distributed to the 
| States may be given to them absolutely and 
unconditionally. And he tells us with a 
great deal of gratification and triumph that 
down in the State of Georgia they have appro- 
priated $300,000 for the educational interest 
of the people of that State. I trust that that 
may be so, and I hope that educational fund 
will meet with a better fate than that other 
educational fund which ten yearsago the State 
of Georgia appropriated for the benefit of 
common schools. 1 would like to know what 








public lands of the nation are the patrimony | 
of the people. ‘This is very true, and being | 
the patrimony of the people, it is the right of | 


man down East who was in favor of the | 
Maine liquor law but opposed to its enforce- | 


of this country were always loud in their | 


printing an increased number of the educa- || 


became of it. That fund was appropriated 
by the State, and the interest of the money 
| was to go to educational purposes; but when 
1 the superintendent of common schools made 
| his last report the greater portion of that 
fund had been absorbed by the State, had 
been appropriated to other and different pur- 
poses, and the State superintendent reports 
that there is $231,000 interest on that fund that 
has been diverted by the State from its legiti- 
mate uses. 

Mr. Speaker, I am perfectly astonished that 
the gentleman from Georgia should be opposed 
to anything like education in his State, when 
the great fact is made patent to the world, by 
the census returns, that one out of every two 
voters in that State can neither read nor write. 
| So, too, in the State of North Carolina, one in 
every three is unable to read or write. Yet I 
donbt not, when the vote upon this bill comes 
to be taken, those who represent the Demo- 
cratic party of those States will go in solid 
phalanx against the bill. 

Coming nearer home, I find that in my neigh- 
| boring State of Delaware, so ably represented 
on this floor by my friend [Mr. Bices] who 
| sits before me, one out of every four is unable 

to read or write; and when the laboring men 
| employed by my friend come up to get their 


| 
| 
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money for the labor expended in his peach | eation. He has taken up his spectacles, and | amounts to nothing. They refuse this 
orchard, one out of every four, in signing his || he has gone all through the Constitution, and || pittance we make them. 


receipt, is too modest to write his name, but | 
‘‘makes his mark,’’ as Jack Cade says, ‘ like 
ap honest man.’’ 

i am surprised, however, at the illiteracy of 
the State of Delaware, because | know, as we 
have been told here, that that State has been 
enjoying the benefits of those highly prized 
and benign educational institutions s0 much 
eulogized the other day by the gentleman from | 
Delaware. I mean the whipping-post and the 
pillory. But those institutions, educational 
and reformatory as they are, have not yet 
sufficed to teach all the people of the State of 
Delaware how to read and write and cipher, | 
not even with the aid of their constitutional | 
provision that no clergyman should be allowed 
to sit in their Legislature, to the disturbance | 
of Democratic legislation. 

‘this illiteracy, however, may probably ex- 
plain another little matter in that State-—a 
small aberration from the great principle of 
a true Democratic party, that the majority 
should rale the minority—for in that little | 
State, under those highly beneficial institu- 
tions, the whipping-post and the pillory, the | 
Democratic party has neatly arranged it that 
the minority shall rule the majority. Kent 
and Sussex are in the minority, but they are 
Democratic counties. They each send seven 
representatives to the lower houseof the Legis- | 
lature and three senators, while New Castle 
county, with a majority of two or three thou- 
sand sends but seven representatives and three 
senators. In other words, the two Democratic 
counties of Kent and Sussex have fourteen 
representatives and six senators, though they 
have but a minority of the popular vote, while | 
New Castle county, a Republican county, with 
a population exceeding that of Kent and Sus- 


sentatives and three senators. 

Mr. BIGGS. Will the gentleman allow me 
a moment for an explanation? 1 can say for 
the three counties of Delaware, that after you 
injected the fifteenth amendment into the Con- | 
stitution, and foisted upon the State of Dela- 
ware five thousand negro votes, there was not 
at her last election a single Republican elected | 
from Brandywine Hundred to the lowest part 
of the State—not one. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania. Let 
me remind the gentleman that before that oc- 
curred, the county of New Castle casta majority 
against him and repudiated him as its Repre- 
sentative; and | trust the time will come when 
the people of New Castle county—the ship- 
wrights, the machinists, the morocco-dressers, 
and the other mechanics and laboring men and 
manufacturers of that county—will have man- 
hood enough to agitate and agitate in every 
legitimate way until they wipe out this mod- 
ern Democratic principle that the minority 
shall rule the majority. The dread of their | 
doing this is the reason that party want to keep | 
the people in ignorance. They have further | 
provided in their State constitution, which | 
was made in the good old Democratic times 
of Jackson, that the constitutional apportion- | 
ment of representation shall never be changed | 
unless there is a two-thirds majority in both | 
branches of the Legislature in favor of the 
change. Thus the whole of New Castle 
county lies in the iron grasp of a minority of 
the actual and voting population, who hold a | 
majority of the representation. Yet] trust the | 
sovereign people of that State will not permit || 
themselves to suffer much longer this grievous 
wrong, whereby they are defrauded of their 
political rights and privileges. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me go on and show 
thut these gentlemen oppose this giving away 
of the public lands because they allege it is 
unconstitational. My colleague from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Parker] challenges me to 
point to him any provision of the Constitution 
whereby we can donate these public lands or 
the proceeds thereof to the purposes of edu- || 








| party came into power immediately, and under 


| the public lands for common-school purposes. 


_ sities, and they imposed on the grant a condi 
tion. That is what these gentlemen are opposed 


| universities, and for no other purpose whatever. 


| the destinies of the country. 


| people liberty is secure. 


cannot find anything which authorizes the 
donation of the proceeds of the public lands 
to the purposes of common education. He is 
as unfortunate as were the leaders of his party 
a few years ago when James Buchanan and his 
Attorney General, Black, took down the Con- 
stitution and searched it from end to end, and 
could not find any authority whereby the Con- 
stitution could provide for the preservation of 
the Union from destruction. The Republican 


the lamented Lincoln they discovered sufficient 
authority and exercised it, and thereby saved | 
the country from being disrupted by a Dem- 
ocratic rebellion. 


| say, Mr. Speaker, there is authority 
enough. Itis to be found in the same para- 


graphs of the Constitution that gave Congress 
authority to establish a United States Bank, 
an Agricultural Department, and Department | 
of Education. If these gentlemen have any 
regard for precedent, we have it all the way 
down in our history from 1785 to the ‘present 
hour. As far back as the formation of the 
Constitution it has been provided in the 
organic act of every ‘Territory that the six- 
teenth section of the public lands in every 
township shall be given to such township for 
the purpose of common schools. Nay, further, 
this policy was carried on down to 1848, and 
in 1848 it was changed for the better. It was 
added to, and in addition to the sixteenth sec- 
tion the new States were given the thirty- 
sixth section, thus giving a double amount of 





More than that; when the States of Ore- 
gon, Minnesota, Kansas, and Nebraska were 


| brought into the Union, the Congress of the 


| United States not only gave them the sixteenth 
sex combined, is allowed only seven repre- || 


and thirty-sixth sections of the publie lands, 
but gave them seventy-two sections in addi- 
tion for the purpose of creating State univer- 


to, conditions on the part of Congress. They | 
are alraid of the conditions, because they take 
away from the power of the States to use these 
funds as they may deem proper. Congress 
imposed conditions on the States that these 
publie lands should be used for the purpose of 


They so declared emphatically in the grants. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, the objection made 
against this bill is that the conditions it would | 
impose on the southern States are onerous. | 
They are afraid this money will be appro- 
rriated to mixed schools. There is nothing 
in the bill to warrant the apprehension. It 
only says it should be given to those States 
whose Legislatures will engage that they will 
provide by lav; for the free education of all 
their children between the ages of six and six- 
teen years. There is no provision for social 
equality. There is no restriction as to the 
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| them no good. Yet they should be 
| have a little of this financial guano a 


| to build up some schools in the southern por- 
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y " little 
Phey say it wil] do 
glad to 


. . 2 pplied to 
their worn-out educational fields, ag jt wil] 


stimulate them into wholesome activity, 7j,, 
South should remember that the Peaboly fyy, 
of $100,000 a year has stimulated their schoo), 
into activity already. This encourages them 


tion of the United States that would not other. 
wise exist.. 
The necessity of applying that stimulus j 


| to be found in the great fact of the ignoranos 
| prevailing there, and which shows itself on 








manner in which it shall be applied. It may | 
be applied to separate schools, or it may be 
applied to mixed schools, but the application 
of the money is entirely within the discretion 
of the State which will receive the public 
fund. Therefore the argument falls that there 
is a condition onerous and burdensome. All 
we ask is, they shall provide that the children 
of the State, who will be called on to discharge 
the duties of citizens of the United States, shall | 
be educated, so that a great mass of ignorance 
and superstition shall not be allowed to disturb 
We all know 
republican government depends for its very 
existence on the education, the intelligence, 
and the virtue of the people. We all know 
wherever ignorance prevails there is danger 
of despotism. We all know where there is | 
education diffused through the masses of the 
Therefore it is we 
want this money appropriated to public schools 
throughout the country. 

Now, gentlemen from the South tell us it 





| almost every occasion, public and private, Let 


me read a single paragraph from the remarks 
of Professor Benjamin Ewell, a Virginiag 
presideut of the College of William and Mary, 


_ before the Committee on Education and Labor, 


He told us the other day, as an illustration of 
the extent of ignorance among the whites jy 
Virginia, as follows: 

“I will state that about two years ago, in one of 
the oldest counties of Virginia, seven out of twelye 
of a jury of inquest, composed of white men, had to 
make their mark, because they could not write their 


| names.”’ 


More than the half of that jury were illiter- 
ate men; and yet the gentlemen of the South 
refuse this proffered boon, this meaus of assist. 
ing to create an educated population, 

Mr. Speaker, the public lands are the inher 
itance of the people. ‘They belong to all the 
people of allthe States. We are all entitled to 
the proceeds of them, and the masses of the 
North and the masses of the South look to 
them as a permanent. inheritance, as a great 
fund, which shall inure to their benefit, aud to 
the benefit of their children after them. ‘They 
have seen them monopolized of late by great 
and gigantic corporations. The railroad com- 
panies of this country have received 201,000,000 
of public lands, the States have received 
69,000,000, colleges have received 1.000,000, 
and the agricultural and mechanical collegcs 


| have received under the act of 1862, giving 


30,000 acres to the States for each Senator and 
Representative in Congress, about 9,000,000 
more—imaking in all about 79,000,000 that 
have been devoted to the intellectual culture 


| and benefit of the country, while 201,000,C0) 


have been appropriated for the material pros- 
perity and euuueasiagh of the nation. They 
are our lands; we own them; we claim then, 
I claim my constituents share. We do not 
want to see them all given into the hands of 
giant corporations, We want the proceeds of 
this fund appropriated to the benefit of com- 
mon schools; for we know the fact that if we 
do so, if we consecrate, as my friend, the 
chairman of the committee, says, if we make 
holy this fund, if we make it sacred for the 
benefit of the rising generations as they grow 
up, we know then that the people will keep 
their eye upon their Representatives, and will 
take care that there is no squanderi::¢ of the 
public lands to institutions that may be un- 
worthy of them, and that they will be properly 
guarded and the proceeds carefully used for 
the benefit of a rising posterity. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield ten minutes of my time 
to my friend, the gentleman from Mississippi, 
[Mr. McKer. } 

Me. MeKEK.* Mr. Speaker, in the few min- 
utes allotted to me I desire to say what I can 
in behalf of this bill. This is by far the most 
important bill of this session. It has a wider 
scope, a broader range, and it proposes to 
extend its educational blessings into the far 
future, widening the circle of its influences us 
the years roll on. Although it may be but a 
stepping-stone, itis yet a recognition of national 
interest in universal education. It is a grand 
closing up of this decade with its three eras 
of war and reconstruction and peace. If we 

ass this bill it will be a fit climax of Repub- 
ican victories. We will then have secured 
the union and perpetuity of our country, the 
freedom and equality of all her people, and 
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the education of all her sons; a splendid 
wipity of triumphg in behalf of the people by 
“government of the people, the memory of 
hich shall never fade. Iu war the strong, 
‘oat heart Of the people saved the Union and 
“sed up the slave; in peace, let us now put 
- the securing key-stone of the arch of the 
eople’s government by providing for the peo- 
".. education; and this victory of peace 
will be more renowned than all the bloodiest 
‘aids of war. 

~ Ocher nations and other governments may 
vide along in despotic peace with educated 
rulers only; but here all are rulers, and if the 
nation is to prosper the nation must be ruled 
intelligently. In this country education of the 


masses is indeed the touch-stone of safety and | 
lt alone can guide | 
the forward car of popular progress; it alone | 


ihemagic wand of power. 


can deliver our country from trouble and dan- 


ver; it alone can break down warring faction ; | 
e . | 
it alone can crush out such sectional dangers | 


as may hereafter arise in our widespread and 
diversified Republic; it alone can point out 
the safe middle path between threatening 
domestic interests, and can rally all the people 
against hostile foreign power. This Congress 
can do no greater work ; it can have no higher 


aim, no nobler mission; and if we pass no | 
other act than this, we will have done our | 


duty well. 

The foreign children every year brought by 
thousands to our shores, and the children of 
foreigners born here, should have an American 


education; they should be weaned from Old- | 


World traditions and foreign ideas and reared 


up in full accord with American ideas and | 
Many patriotic people | 
fear the dangers resulting from the immense | 


American patriotism. 


influx of foreign elemeuts and alien ideas. 


Here, in popular, national education, and here | 
Others fear our southern | 


only is the remedy. 
negro vote because it is not an educated vote; 
but the colored voters are instinctively patri- 
otic, and whatever defects they may have is 


from want of education alone, and this defect | 
must be remedied, not only because it is bad | 


statesmanship to have a mass of uneducated 
voters, but because to educate them by the 
nation is not generosity, but simply justice ; 
the nation crushed them down, the nation 
must lift them up. 

In Mississippi we are doing what we can to 
educate the children, white and colored. 
desire to educate the white children who, dur- 
ing the war and subsequent, by consequent 


poverty, were debarred any chance of edu- | 
We desire to raise up the colored || 


cation. 


people from out the slough of ignorance into | 


which slavery has plunged them. During our 
Republican State administrations we have 
established three thousand school-houses, and 
in one year placed ninety thousand ehildren 
at the free schools. But I wish gentlemen to 
remember that the southern States are poor. 
Desolated and impoverished by war, we are 
illy able to sustain all the burdens which the 
new state of things has thrust upon us. Now 
that slavery bas passed away we have twice as 
many children to educate, and yet we have far 
less property out of which to raise the money 
necessary for educational purposes. Now, 
here is where the General Government must 
step in and lend usa helping hand. The 
children of the South, white and colored, are 
not the children of the South alone; they are 
the children of the nation. The South has 
felt long enough and hard enough the nation’s 
mailed hand of power; let it now extend tous 
the assisting hand of friendship. We have 


learned the might of the Union, let us now | 


feel its blessings. 

The sum to be received annually by each 
State under this bill may seem to the Repre- 
sentatives of some of the wealthy and powerful 


northern States to be a mere bagatelle, but to | 


the southern States who most need it this sum, 
annually increasing, as it will, until it gets to 


We | 


be an immense fund, will be valuable in itself 
| as well as an incentive to further effort. 
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And 


The Clerk read as follows: 
Amend section four by adding thereto the fol- 


| it is the more valuable to us because it will |} lowing: 
| not be distributed according to wealth or the ! 
| amount of taxation raised, but according to 
| the number of children, thus equalizing the 
| old States and the new, the rich States and 


| 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| of our joint inheritance. 


the poor. 
Opposition is made to this bill on the score 


| of economy; that we should keep the national 


lands for revenue purposes, &c. The experi 

ence of years should teach us that the national 
domain is but a national temptation, a grand 
invitation for schemes of corporation plunder 
and private aggrandizement. Even before 
these latter days of railroad land-grabbing 
jobs we had plenty of schemes by which the 
national domain was lessened and no recom- 
pense accrued to the people therefor. We had 
even those absurdly ridiculous donations of 


as ‘‘swamp’’ which were as dry as the top of 
Mount Ararat, and above any possible over- 
flow from any source. And so it has always 
been and always will be, unless we do some- 
thing else than hold it as we do now—a vast, un- 


guardian. 
This bill forever consecrates—‘‘consecrates 


lic lands. 


and corruption about land grants. The pub- 
lic domain will then be a national blessing. 
Hitherto it has almost been a national curse ; 
it has been a source, a very fountain-head of 
corruption; and it has builded up gigantic 
monopolies, which with Briarean arms reach 
all over the country, crushing out individual 
enterprise, stifling personal effort, and swal- 
lowing up the interests of the laborer and of 
the smaller capitalists. Cities, counties, even 
whole States and State Legislatures, are in the 
grasp of these soulless corporations, and they 
do with them as they will. 
lic of the people, we will soon have a despot- 
ism of corporations. 

It is time we should make a radical change 
in this matter. Itis time we should utilize this 
magnificent heritage of the people, and enjoy 
its fruits, instead of squandering it as hitherto 
in folly and fraud. ‘This bill accomplishes a 
double purpose, for it provides a fund which 
otherwise would have to be raised by taxation, 
and it also secures the public domains, which 
else will be wasted and dissipated by new 
schemes, of which the future will be as pro- 
litic as the present or past. 

In behalf of the people of the South I espe- 
cially appeal to every southern Representative 
to record his vote in favor of this bill, 
the South, unrepresented in Congress—and 
even when fully represented having only about 
one fifth of the Representatives on this floor— 
has had few of the benefits of nationad legis- 
lation. Millions of dollars are annually appro- 


| priated for rivers, and harbors, and public 


buildings, while a few hundred thousand dol- 
lars cover all we get. Millions of acres have 
been voted away, and we obtain almost noth- 
ing; and the few grants we did get went mainly 
to benefit northern capitalists. But under this 
bill we will henceforth obtain our full share 
I hope no southern 
Representative, be he Democrat or Repub- 
lican, will vote against it. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania. I yield 








[Mr. Perce, ] who desires to allow an amend- 
ment to be admitted. 

Mr. PERCE. 
New York, {[Mr. Goopricu. } 

Mr. GOODRICH. I offer, for the purpose 
of having it printed, an amendment which I 
send to the desk. 





‘*swamp lands,’’ millions of acres given away | 


guarded treasure, with no especially appointed | 


is indeed the proper word when creating so | 
| sacred a trust—and sets apart for the educa- || 
tion of the people the net proceeds of the pub- | 
If you will pass this bill we will | 
| have no more of these gigantic thefts from the | 
public lands; we will hear no more of venality | 


|| measure 
| rights, 


lustead of a repub- | 


Hitherto || 
|| by the Secretary of the Treasury. 





I yield to the gentleman from || 





rovided, however, That for the first ten years the 
distribution of the said fund to and among the sev- 
eral States and Territories, including the District 
of Columbia, shall be made according to the ratio 
of the illiteracy of their respective populations, as 
shown from time to time by the last preceding pub- 
lic census of the United States. 


Mr. MeNBELY. I offer the following 
amendment, which [ desire to have printed. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


, 


After the word“ people,” at the end of section one, 
add the following: “and after the Ist day of July 
next, printer’s types and ink, type-metal and print- 
ing paper, used for books and newspapers exclu- 
sively, imported from abroad into the United States, 


| shall be exempt from duty and entitled to free 


entry.”’ 


Mr. HOLMAN, Ioffer the following amend- 
ment for the purpose of having it printed. 
The Clerk read as follows : 


Add the following proviso to section two: 
Provided, however, That after the passage of this 


| act no public lands of the Upited States shall be 


sold, except mineral lands and town sites, and all 


|| the public lands of the United States adapted to 


agriculture shall be reserved for actual settlers, 
under the provisions of the homestead laws, subject, 
however, to land warrants and college scrip issued 
by authority of Congress, and the grants which Con- 
gress shall hereafter make in the Territories and 
new States for the purposes of education, 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania. I re- 
sume the floor, and yield to the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Burcwarp. } 

Mr. BURCHARD. I have availed myself 
of the courtesy of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. TowNsEnp,] not to discuss the 


| general merits of the proposition, but to sug- 


gest some amendments which I think might be 
made in the details of this bill; and I desire 
to offer those amendments, or some substitute 


that will cover them. 


Lam rejoiced to hear the Democrats upon 


' this floor avow themselves in favor of educa- 


tion, and that their only opposition to this 
is that it will interfere with State 
But, Mr. Speaker, they fail to specily 
any invasion in this bill of the right of a State 
to control the education of its people. The 
bill does not compel any State to provide or 
| enforce a free-school system. It is simply 
| intended to persuade the States, by offering 
| them a portion of the avails of the sales of the 


|| public lands if they will establish and main- 


| tain a free-school system. The amendments 
which I propose are first to the second section. 
| It seems to me that the machinery provided in 
| that section is unnecessary. Atan early period 
| of the session I introduced a bill, No. 102, 
| which differs from this bill in three important 
| particulars. ‘The first is as to the machinery 
and officers through whom the account is to be 
‘taken. This bill proposes that the Secretary 
| of the Interior shall certify the account to 
| the Secretary of the Treasury. Now, these 
accounts, I suggest to the committee, are kept 
He is the 
officer to certify to the Secretary of the Interior 
the net proceeds of the sale of the public lands. 
| Mr. HOAR. I understand that this pro- 
| vision meets the approval of both the Secre- 
| taries. 
Mr. BURCHARD. Well, Lunderstand that 
| these accounts are passed upon and adjudicated 


|| by the Secretary of the Treasury, and it is not 


necessary, as is provided in this bill, that the 


|| Secretary of the Interior shall certify this 


| account to the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
| then the Secretary of the Treasury certify it 
back to the Secretary of the Interior. My 
substitute proposes that the Secretary of the 


|| Treasury himself shall directly certify the 
a minute to the chairman of the committee, | 


account. 

There is another point upon which I spoke 
the other day. It seems to me that it is better 
at once to appropriate all the proceeds of the 
sale of the public lands to the objects of this 


|| bill, so as to inaugurate immediately a free- 


| school system, and establish free schools 
| wherever they do not now. exist. For one, I 
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believe that if we could appropriate five or 
even ten million dollars out of the Treasury 
for two years for this purpose it would be a 
cheap and desirable investment if it accom- 
plished this expected result. No portion of 
the Union, no State could complain. The 
common fund is applied for the common ben- 
efit. Every State receives its share, and the 
distribution is based upon population. While 
it takes the people’s money out of the Treas- 
ury, it uses it and distributes it equally for the 
wople’s education. No portion of the Union 
oses anything by this operation. 

But the bill proposed by the committee 
ignores the fact that national aid is necessary 
to start, rather than to maintain, these schools. 
‘They overlook the fact that free schools, when 


once permanently established, are able to take | 


care of themselves. They do not seem to ap- 
preciate that tweety dollars or ten dollars from 
the General Government now will do more for 
free schools than many times that sum here- 
after. ‘They propose to reduce and dole out 
scarcely more than half the amount at our com- 
mand from this source. Their annual appro- 
priation is to be but half the proceeds and the 
interest on the remainder. This, in my judg- 
ment, is a grave mistake. 
for the future. National aid ought not to be 
perpetual. The States should be asked and 
encouraged with the offer of material aid to 
provide for free education, but left with a 
diminishing sum to rely upon local funds and 
voluntary taxation for their ultimate main- 
tenance. 

But, not content with this reduction, the 
committee further propose that in the first 
year one half of the sum thus left for appor- 
tionment may be diverted from the éducation 
of the ignorant, schoolless population to the 
training of teachers. One fourth of the whole 
proceeds nearly may be used and appropriated 
to help support normal schools, instead of 
starting schools for the ignorant and illiterate ; 
and a permanent diversion of ten per cent. 
of this fund is permitted. Such a provision 
ought not to prevail. Surely teachers of suf- 
ficient capacity to teach the ordinary branches 
in a three months’ school can be found in 
every part of the land. 

Let us not rob these feeble and struggling | 
free schools, or consent to the diversion of 
any part of the pittance the whole annaal 
proceeds of the disposition of the public lands 
will afford them. Let us devote this to free 
schools, having already munificently provided | 
by former grants for the higher schools of 
learning. 

In the third section it is provided that the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall certify this 
account back to the Secretary of the Interior 
upon the 3lst of July. The fiscal year ends 
on the 30th of June, but this account cannot | 
be made up sooner than the Ist of Decem- 
ber. The quarterly accounts of the different 
land offices are closed on the 30th of June, | 
and they must be reported to the Secretary of | 
the Interior, to the Land Office, and perhaps 
sent back for correction and then adjusted, and 
it is found that they cannot be adjusted under 


a 


No fund is needed 











four or five months. 

Again, it is provided in the second sectionof | 
this bill that the Secretary of the Interior shall | 
cause the acounts to be taken at the close of 
each fiscal year. I made inquiries at the Laud 
Office in regard to this matter, and received 
a letter which states these facts, which I desire 
to have read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


; GENERAL LAND OFFICER, 
Wasuinerton, D.C., January 31, 1872 


Sir: In answer to your inquiry of this date I have 
the honor to inclose a copy of a letter dated 10th 
instant, addressed to the clerk of the House Com- 
mittee on Education, &c., embracing a statement in 
regard to the net proceeds of the sales of the public 
jands from July 1, 1864, to June 30, 1871. 

In reference to House bill No. 1048, to appropriate 
to educational purposes the net proceeds from the 


disposal of the public lands, attention is called to | that we may understand 


the first and second sections of the act of September | 
4, 1841, United States Statutes, volume five, page 453, 
chapter sixteen, entitled ‘*An act to appropriate the 
precsane of the sales of the public lands,” &c., which 
,ave been in abeyance since 1842, pursuant to the 
provisions of the sixth section of the same law, but 
have not been repealed ; and in the event of a mod- 
ification of the tariff, may again come into operation. 

It is suggested that in arriving at the net revenue 
from the disposal of the public lands, there shoul 
be deducted from the gross receipts, the cost of the | 
surveys, 
and their clerks, and the contingent expenses of 
their offices, including salaries, commissions, rnd 
fees of the registers and receivers, the expenses 
of the General Land Office, including salaries of | 
Commissioner, clerks, messengers, &c., and also the 
five per cent. payable by lawto the several land 
States upon the net proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands within their limits. 

It is proper to state that in order to determine the | 
net proceeds from the disposal of the publis lands, 
in any one year, it is necessary that all the accounts 
of the receivers and disbursing agents shall have 
been examined and adjusted to the end of such 
year, and also the accounts with the States for the 
five per cent. alluded to. This involves a labor of 
several months, and hence it would be impracti- 
cable for this office to report the amount of net 
receipts in less than from five to six months after 
the termination of each fiscal year. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 

WILLIS DRUMMOND, Commissioner. 


| 
| 
Hon. H. C. Burcuarp, Howse of Representatives. 


Mr. BURCHARD. The substitute which 
I desire to offer provides that on the Ist of 
December the Secretary of the Treasury shall | 
certify to the Secretary of the Interior the | 
amount of these net cash proceeds, and then 
the Commissioner of Education is to make the 
apportionment. It further provides that the 
school officers shall report to the Secretary of 
the Interior on the Ist of November, so that 
he will have ample time prior to the Ist of 
December to ascertain what schools and what | 
States are entitled to a share of this fund. 

The committee’s bill requires the State officer 
to report to the Commissioner of Education in 
June. This is an unusual time for State super- 
intendents or school officers to report. In the 
most of the States district and county school 
officers report to county and State officers near | 
the close of the calendar year, in October or | 
November. State officers would not have the | 
necessary data for the year until later, and | 
could, when making ‘their annual reports to 
State authorities, at the close of the year, far 
better make their reports to the Commissioner 
of Education. 

The apportionment made by the latter in De- 
cember, and warrants issued thereafter, would 
transfer the funds set apart to each State to 
the State treasurer, or other proper custodian, 
and be ready for distribution by the State 
superintendent when State funds are distrib- 
uted—usually, I believe, in February or March, | 
or as soon as State taxes are collected. 

The time for certifying the amount for dis- 
tribution and apportionment by the Commis- 
sioner of Education and State officers, and for 
making and forwarding their reports, is, | 
suggest to the committee, inconvenient and 
impracticable. The bill which I introduced 
and had referred to the committee, and which 
[ propese to offer as a substitute, is free from 
these objections. 

I would say, in conclusion, that I will 
offer my substitute that it may be printed. I 
believe the motion to recommit is now pend- 
ing, and that an amendment is not, therefore, 
now in order. But it is the understanding that 
that motion will be withdrawn, and | offer 
this substitute. I do not desire to discuss the 
bill farther, but hope that gentlemen who wish | 
to have this bill passed in the best possible | 
shape will scan its details, and I ask the atten- 
tion of the committee to the criticisms I have 
suggested. I know that there is one gentle- 
man on that committee who has been a distin- 
guished educator, who has had experience as | 
State superintendent of education in more | 
than one State, who will probably address the || 
House, and I shall be very happy to hear from | 
him if he should. 

And I ask attention to these details in order | 











including salaries of surveyors general || 
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| system, and desire to move to the front « 
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whether this ; 
best possible method by which we _ is the 


° * . ° "an Car 
this bill into operation. I want also to - 
Sa 


that, so far as the southern States are ¢,. 
cerned, the report of the Commissioner + 
Education, which [ hold in my hand, contains 
extracts from the reports of the superintend. 
ents of education of the various States. Ti 
superintendent of Georgia says: " 


“All the primary education must be supplied jy 
the free schools, and then private schools of a hig), 
grade will prosper. The people are hungry for school 
privileges and a system that shall supply cel, 
facilities at the most economical rates, They |... 
abroad. and see the magnificent results of such a 
re . Sod ° of modern 
civilization and participate in the use of this great 
est engine for human progress known to any time 
It is simply a question whether the masses sh,\|| be 
enlightened or not, They cannot be, except with . 
common-school system. Look at the statistics of 
the past. We find that only 94.687 white childre 
attended schools of any kind in 1860, out of ascholas. 
tic population of 236,454, (white,) and the number of 
adult native white persons who could not read or 
write was 45,199, out of an adult. native white popy. 
lation of 251,575, or almost eighteen per cent as 
reported in the census returns, and the best statis. 
ticians add thirty per cent. to these returns to show 
therealtruth. Thecensus returns of 1870 will doubt. 
less show astill larger percentage of illiteracy, What 
may be expected when the returns in the Commis. 
sioners’ office show that there were only 325 white 
children in school during the last year in Baldwin 
county, out of a scholastic population (white) of 94g 
in Brooks county, only 50 out of 745; in Columbia’ 
only 263 out of 632; in Habersham, only 769 out of 
1,709; in Liberty, only 275 out of 860; in Lowndes 
only 351 out of 1,534; in Talbot, only 645 out of 1,70: 
in Taylor, only 318 out of 1,362; in Worth, only 109 
out of 931? It is futile to think it can be remedied 
by a private-school system; it has been tried ip 
Georgia a hundred years.’’ 


The superintendent of education for the 
State of South Carolina says: 


‘The great want, the urgent need of South Caro- 
lina, is a general, universal system of free common 
schools.” 


In the report from Tennessee, I find the fol- 
lowing: 

“A eonviction of the importance of free schools 
seems to be growing in the State. A prominent 
newspaper has published statistics, which it recom- 
mends to the consideration of those opposed to tax- 
ation for schools, showing that ‘there are from sey- 
enty-five to eighty thousand children in the State 
growing up in ignorance; that there are nearly twice 
ag many liquor-shops as the whole number of schools, 
academies, and colleges, and that there is spent 
forty-three times as much for liquors as for educa- 
tional purposes.’ And ex-Governor Brown, in his 
address before the State Teachers’ Association, made 
the statement that ‘according to the last report 
of the penitentiary, out of five hundred and fifty- 
ore convicts, four hundred and ninety-nine could 
neither read nor write, and of the whole number 
fifty-one only had trades.’”’ 


Now, if we distribute $2,000,000, as there 
will be for distribution, or nearly that sum, 
Tenness2e would receive about sixty thousand 
dollars, or about seven hundred dollars for 
every county. If there is but one school in 
any county that school will receive the whole 
$700. And when it shall be seen that that 
school gets $700, every adjoining district in 
the county will be eager to establish a free 
school in order to get a portion of that $700; 
and under this system counties and districts 
would rapidly establish free schools, and ex- 
tend their benefits to every part of the State. 
I have referred to Tennessee merely for illus- 
tration. Similar advantages would accrue to 
every other State where the free-school sys- 
tem has never been introduced, or has not yet 
prison car menent foothold. California, Iowa, 
llinois, Minnesota, Wisconsin, as well as Mas- 
sachusetts and Connecticut; in fact, the whole 
galaxy of States, conspicuous for their atten- 
tion to the education of their youth, accom- 


———< 


plished the establishment of free schools by 


similar encouragement. 

It is no novel plan. It has been tried and 
found efficient, and its beneficent results 
justify us in attempting the same remedy for 
the removal of the indifference of many States 
to the proper education of their people. 

If in order, Mr. Speaker, or when in order, 
I desire to move the following amendment: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill 
and insert as follows: 
‘That the net proceeds arising from the sale, entry, 





penses 
such 5 
other 
recel¥ 
lst da 
secret 
procet 
dispos 
expen 
SEC 
the © 
of th: 
appol 
so cel 
ries 0 
provi 
all th 
fiftee 
the ; 
ment 
thon 
emp 
peri 
ap pe 
DE 
tion 
shal 
requ 
of sl 
so Ct 
dist 
leas 
sche 
the 
met 
sucl 
be 
the 
ape 
cat 
See 
80 1 
the 
ten 
< 


dis 
vic 





Show 
Oubt- 
What 
nMis- 
White 
ldwin 
f 948. 
mbia, 
ut of 
niles, 
L702: 
y 10 

‘died 

“din 


the 


aro- 
mon 


fol- 


100]s 
nent 
Om- 
tax- 
sey- 
tate 
Wice 
ols, 
vent 
1ca- 
his 
jade 
ort 
fty- 
uld 
ber 


are 
m, 
nd 
for 
in 
le 
lat 
in 
ee 
(); 


ots 


sation, or other disposition of the public lands of 
locarnited States are hereby set apart and annually 
the opriated for the maintenance of common schools 
che free education of all the children in the Uni- 
a States of suitable school age, which proceeds 


shall be distr ibuted to each State and Territory, and 





+» the Distriet of Columbia,in proportion to its | 


espective population as ascertained by the census 
r at preceding such distribution. 

“sec, 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
equse an account to be taken after the close of each 
gscal years and ascertain the amount of expend- 
“ures during the last preceding fiscal year incurred 
7 oroccasioned by, thesurvey, sale, location, ent ry, 
or other disposition of the publie lands of the Uni- 
ted States, including appropriations for the ex- 
penses of the general and district land offices during 
such year, and the total receipts from the sale or 
other disposition of such lands, including all fees 
received at such offices, and shall, on or before the 
ist day of December of each year, certify to the 
secretary of the Interior the amount of the net cash 
proceeds from the sale, entry, location, or other 
disposition of such lands after deducting such 
expenses and expenditures. _ . 

Sec. 3. That upon the receipt of such certificate 
the Commissioner of Education, under the direction 
of the Secretury of the Interior, shall proceed to 
apportion upon the basis of population, the amount 
en certified to the District of Columbia and Territo- 
ries of the United States, and to each State wherein 
provision is made by law for the tree education of 
all the children thereof between the ages of six and 
ffteen years, and shall certify to the Secretary of 
the Treasury of the United States such apportion- 


ment, and to the superintendent of public instruc- | 


tion of each State and Territory, or other officer 
empowered by the laws ofsuch State or Territory to 
perform the duty herein enjoined, the amount so 
apportioned to such State or Territory. 

Sec. 4. That the superintendent of public instruc- 


tion of each State and Territory, or such officer as 
shall, by the laws of such State or Territory, be 


required so to do, shall immediately upon the receipt 
if such certificate proceed to apportion the amount 
so certified to his State or Territory to the several 
distriets therein, which shall have maintained for at 
least three months during the preceding year a free 
school for all the children of sueh disttict between 
the ages of six and fifteen years, which apportion- 
ment shall be upon the basis of the population of 
such district, and the amount so apportioned shall 


be solely applied in payment of teachers’ wages; | 
the said superintendent or officer shall report his | 


apportionment so made to the Commissioner of Edu- 
cation, Who thereupon, under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Interior, shall certify the same, or 
so much thereof as appears regular and correct, to 
the Seeretary of the Treasury, and to such superin- 
tendent or other officer designated as aforesaid. 

Sec. 5. That the amount apportioned to the school 


districts of any State, and certified as herein pro- | 
vided, shall be paid upon the warrant of the Com- | 


missioner of Education, countersigned by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, out of the Treasury of the 
United States, to the State or territorial treasurer, 
orto such officer as shall be designated by the laws 
of such State or Territory to receive, account for, 
and pay over the same to the several districts enti- 
tled thereto under such apportionment, which treas- 
urer or oflicershall be required to report, on or before 
the Ist day of of each year, to the Commis- 
sioner of Education, a detailed statement of the pay- 





ments made, and balance in his hands withheld, | 


unclaimed, or for any cause unpaid. 

Sec. 6. That in case any State or Territory shall 
misapply, or allow to be misapplied, squandered, or 
in any manner appropriated or used other than for 


the purposes herein required, the funds, or any part | 
thereof, received under the provisions of this act. or | 


shall fail to report, as herein provided through its 
proper officers the disposition thereof, such State 
or Territory shall forfeit its right to any subse- 
quent apportionment by virtue hereof, until the 
full amount so misapplied, lost, or misappropriated, 
shall have been replaced by such State or Terri- 
tory and applied as herein required, and until 
such report shall have been made. 

Src. 7. That the Commissioner of Education shall 
be ex officio superintendent of public instruction 
for the District of Columbia, and as such shall wake 
the apportionment, returns, report, and certificates 
for said District of Columbia, in the manner and for 
the purposes and under the limitations prescribed 
in section four ef this act, and the money thus ap- 
portioned in said District shall be paid out of the 
Treasury of the United States to the proper officers 
entitled to receive, use, account for, or pay over the 
Same, us may be provided by law. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania. I now 
yield twenty minutes to the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. SHELLABARGER, ] on my right. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. Mr. Speaker, our 
experience with this bill furnishes a rather 
Suggestive indication of what is very often 
happening in our country, of how the most 
momentous things are disposed of here with- 
outattracting to them any considerable amount 
of attention, even in that body which disposes 
of them. The truth is that in this country we 
have become used to very large affairs ; espe- 
cially during the last ten years has that been so, 
and I fear it has somewhat spoiled our legis- 
lative practices. 





|| planet belonging to any one Government. I | 


| they will pardon me for making the remark. 
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Now, sir, here is a bill which will dispose | But, sir, that is not what this bill does. This 


of the grandest domain that is now upon this 


doubt whether in the history of legislation, at 
any rate of modern times, there is to be found 
anything, having regard of the national terri- 
tory, of the importance of this bill; and yet | 
I am not sure that one half of us know what 
isgoing on here. Now, sir, this debate onthe | 
part of the friends of this bill has been con- 
ducted with most admirable ability ; and I trust 


And my reluctance, for I feel some, in speak- 
ing now is because | fear that instead of add- 
ing to I will spoil the force of what has been 
said in favor of the bill. But I trust it is not 
unworthy in me that my desire to speak about | 


connect my name, though but obscurely and 
poorly, with it, rather than from any hope I 
have that | will aid in securing the passage of 
this bill; for | trust there is no doubt about 
that. | 
Now, sir, this bill will forever dispose of all 


land given to us of God. It is suggested that | 
I should amend my remark by substituting 
| ‘* proceeds’? for ‘‘ patrimony.’’ I donot know 
that the amendment is important. We conse- 
crate the land and its proceeds forever, and 
put it out of the public property and domain 
of the Government of the 
that ends it. 


Now, a measure that will do so 


land wisely and only to the most exalted 
ends; and the question, if weconsider any at 


| all, and I fear we are not considering it enough, || 


| is: are we really doing this wisely ? 

Let me now occupy a few moments by the 
consideration of the question whether it is con- 
stitutionally proper for us to make this dedi- 
cation. Among those on the other side who 


|| have urged the want of constitutional power 


| especially listened to the gentleman from 





with pleasure, because of the ability and the 
clearness with which he states his points. He 
presented several points in regard to the want 
of power on the part of Congress to pass this 
bill. Let me consider one or two of those 
| points. 

One is that the bill proposes to impose upon 
certain State officials certain obligations, and 
to make the omission to compiy with the obli- 
| gations imposed by act of Congress upon State 
officers an offense, and to punish it as such. 
He says that such a provision is new; that it 
is against the Constitution ; that it makes this 
bill clearly in contravention of the fundamental 
law of the country. Now, my friend’s mem- 
ory fails him when he makes that statement. 

Does not the gentleman know that that law 
which attracted more of the attention of the 
| courts, both of the States and of the Federal 


on the statute-books of our country—I allude 


and denounces as unwarranted by the Consti- 





upon State officials with regard to the I'ederal 
right of reclamation of slaves. Again and 
again, all through our histery, the validity of 
that law in that regard, as well asin every other, 
| passed under the most searching ordeals of 
judicial investigation that any law was ever 
subjected to. Yet it stood the ordeal in 
that regard, [am not saying whether rightly 
or wrongly; but whether right or wrong, the 
courts sustained it. Although once stated 


|| by the Supreme Court of the United States in 
the case of Priggvs. Pennsylvaniato be the only | 
provision about which a constitutional question | 


could be wade, yet even there the court refused 








to declare it incompetent for Congress to im- 
pose duties in that way upon State officers. 


this subject comes rather from an ambition to || 


that we have left of that vast national estate in || 


nited States, and | 


great a thing as that, we all will agree ought | 
to consecrate this vast and our last estates in 


| Indiana, {Mr. Kerr, ] to whom I always listen | 


to the fugitive slave law of 1793—did the iden- | 
tical thing which he objects to; not the thing | 
which this bill actually proposes to do, but the | 
identical thing which he attributes to this bill | 


tution? That law of 1798 imposed obligations | 





| to it. 


bill imposes no obligation upon State officials 
as such. It does name State officials as per- 
sons who, if the States accept this trust, shall 
thereby and thereunder become amenable to 
Kederal law as custodians of a Federal trust- 
fund that Congress has a right to completely 
manage; and when a State official in accept- 
ing the fund has thereby made himself a trus- 
tee or agent or depositary of the United States 
funds, he voluntarily subjects himself to Fed- 
eral control, and is amenable to Federal pun- 
ishment as such, and not as a State oflicial; 
his official name being used in this act as mere 
description of the person. ‘That answers once 
for all what the gentleman has stated in regard 
to the last section of the bill. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I consider next the con- 


| stitutional propriety of passing this bill, so 


far as it affects the autonomy, the machinery 
of common-schools as established by the 
States. Sir, if this bill even attempted to inter- 
fere with the powers of the States over their 
common schools, | would not, as now advised, 
feel warranted in giving it my support. The 


| common school system is a matter which, [ 


believe, it is not only wise, but required by the 
Constitution that we should leave with the 
States. But, sir, is this bill amenable to the 
criticism that it disturbs the State’s control 
over common schools? It seems to me most 
clear that it is not. What does itdo? My 


| twenty minutes will not allow meto go through 
| details; but I can state in a sentence or two 


its legal effect in this regard. It takes a cer- 


| tain tund and says that such States of this 


Union as shall provide by law for a school 
system which shall educate the children be- 


| tween six and sixteen years of age shall be 
| entitled to that fund, and others that do not 
so provide shall not be entitled to it. 


If there 
is anything more than this in the bill that can 
be construed to interfere with the school sys- 


| tems of the States, let it be named by some 
| one now and I will yield the floor to hear it. 


There is in one of the sections a provision 
that fifty per cent. of the proceeds for one 
year may go to normal schools, or schools for 
the education of teachers, but that is not com- 
pulsory on any State, and if it were, it is only 
one condition which the United States attaches 
The State is not obliged to make such 
a use of this fund. It is not obliged to estab- 
lish any system of schools at all, and when 
established, that is done by the State, and 
controlled by it completely. The bill simply 
provides that States which do provide certain 
kinds of schools, and keep them open for three 
months, shall be entitled to this fund; and 


| that others who make no such provision shall 


not be so entitled. ‘Thisis all. Surely, with 
its own lands, and these proceeds, over which 
the Congress has all the unlimited control of 
absolute ownership, the United States can do 


|| as it pleases in giving it to the one of the 


Government, than any other law that was ever || 


| 





States or to all of the States absolutely. And 
if they may do so absolutely, then what in the 
Constitution forbids the United States bestow- 
ing its gratuity, on condition that the State 
shall add to the United States funds donated 
such a State fund as shall sustain a school for 
all the children for three months in a year ? 
Now, Mr. Speaker, let us see in the light of 


| our legislation how far this degree of control, 


if it can be called control, over the schools of 


| the States is authorized by what we have 


already done. Let me say first, before you 


| began to exist, sir, the hint was given for this 


species of legislation under the old Articles of 
Confederation, in the year 1785, and providing 
that schoo's should be forever encouraged 
within a certain named portion of these States. 
That hint was repeated again in 1787, in the 
celebrated Ordinance in reterence to the North- 
west Territory, asubject which, should my ume 
permit, | may allude to before I sit down. It 
was repeated in those memorable words, which 
made a covenant with all the future States of 
the Northwest, that, since education, morality, 
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and religion were necessary to good govern- 
ment, therefore schools should be forever en 
couraged. ‘Then, when your Government was 
begun, you began instantly, at the very birth- 
day of the first State born into your Union, | 
to make by Federal law irrepealable cove- 
nants with the States that one thirty-sixth part 
of all the public lands should be held for- | 
ever in trust for schools. You provided not 
merely by law, but by treaty also with the | 
States, they should be for the support of the | 
public schools of the States. ‘That you did in 
all the acts of Congress by which the several | 
States of the Northwest were admitted into the 
Union, every one of them. I know the word 
‘public’? was not used in the acts of Con- | 
gress ; but such, sir, was the interpretation of | 
these acts, as you will find stated in Chancellor 
Kent. 

Under such terms in these laws Ohio gota 
domain equal to one thirty-sixth part of all 
the public lands in her borders. To Indiana 
was given the same, to Illinois the same, and 
Michigan the same, and every State of the 
Northwest the same. Livery one of them was 
to forever consecrate this section sixteen, not 
to colleges, not to seminaries, but to public 
schools. Was this requirement thus made on 
Ohio to keep public schools in Ohio uncon 
stitutional? Was that an infraction of the 
Constitution, Mr. Speaker? It did then indi- 
cate the kind of school which might have the 
proceeds of the public lands. 
and Indiana’s and Illinois’s, and Michigan's 
rights as States to decide whether they would 





have public schools invaded by these acts || 


admitting them to this Union, and after | 
admitting them requiring them to forever con- | 
tinue to use these lands for common schools 
and not for colleges? 

But, Mr. Speaker, that is not all. Let me 
turn the attention of the House for just a sin- 
gle moment to some other authority we have 
on this subject. In the act of 8d of March, 
1803, by which Ohio received a certain town- 
ship of public lands near to dhe residence of | 
my colleague who sits to my left; in that grant, 
and it entered into the first act passed by Con- 
gress, introducing my own State into the 
l'ederal Union; by that aci it is required that 
township should be dedicated not to public 
schools, but Congress indicated the kind of 
schools—it must be toa seminary of learning. 
I quote the words ; and that act has been con- 
strued and held, and every one like it for every 
State in the Northwest (for they all have had 
the same law passed in their favor)—the law 
has always been held to require notacommon | 
school, but an *‘academy”’ or *‘seminary of | 
learning,’’ or as the Supreme Court calls it | 
in Vincennes University vs. Indiana *‘ schools | 
for classical education.’’ So Congress did pre- | 
scribe in every one of these that fundamental 
condition, the kind of school to which the 
fund arising from these public lands should be 


_ will yield the floor for that purpose, because 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| the States these lands of the United States | 


shall be dedicated part to common and part ] 
to classical schools. In the ease of lowa the 
Congress used different words in the language 
dedicating to colleges her lands. There they 
gave two townships of land, not foran academy, || 
but there ‘‘for the purpose of establishing a 
‘‘university.’’’ My friend [Mr. Concer] says 
it was the same word ‘‘university’’ used in the 
Michigan act. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, if there is anything cer- 
tain at all, it is settled by these authorities, of 
the right, under the Constitution, of Congress, 
first, to vote public lands to common schools ; 
second, to colleges; and third, the right of 
Congress to make the enjoyment by any State 
of the Federal gift of any part of the public 
land to be dependent upon the States estab- 
lishing such kind of school as the Congress 
detigns to encourage. Now, sir, | take the | 
next step. In 1862 we passed an act which, | 
if any gentleman will rise and tell me has ever 
been questioned as to its constitutionality, I 


if it has it is not known to me. I allude to | 


| the act we passed during the dark and terrible 





devoted. 

And who ever doubted the constitutional 
ity of these grand pioneer enactments of the | 
American Congress which introduced 
this Union twenty four States there of where 
live 18,000,000 souls? He will need to be 
strong indeed in nerve who shall nowand here 
and in the presence of this long and most 
illustrious line of precedents, running as they 
do through all the golden days of the Republic 
and through the days of all parties, Democrat 


and all other, and shall question the constitu- || 


tionality of these laws. ‘I'here were two prin- 
ciples running through all these laws—one 
was that certain lands shall! be used for public 
schools, and that this is both beneficent and 
constitutional. The other, that certain other 
lands shall be used for classical schools. And 
this, too, is beneficent and constitutional. The 
constitutional propriety of that has stood un- | 

uestioned for near a century. And, sir, the | 

emocratic party had made itself honored by | 
again and again passing bills, in which they | 
make these identical requirements that within | 


into I 


| nects us now not only with the Pacific, but 
Were Ohio's || 


| of the nation’s peril. 


| questioned. 








time of the war in 1862. 

Mr. Speaker, | like some of these reminis 
cences of that sad epoch. Then, when our 
night was darkest, we passed the Pacific rail- 
road bill, and made an iron way which con- 


with the East far away, and which to-day sends 
the treasures ot the Indies and all that Kast 
across your continent. It is the grandest 
mere physical achievement which was ever || 
undertaken upon this continent; and that || 
was undertaken, too, in the very darkest hour 
For a third of a century 
we debated the huge question whether the 
work were a physical possibility, and if it were, 
then whether it were a financial possibility ; 
but in that third of a century of debate the 
nation did not screw up its courage to that 
sublime height that made it dare the achieve- 
ment. Well l remember the afternoon when 
right here we embodied into the forms of law 
the nation’s unfaltering faith in its own destiny 
and its high resolve, and when we made the 


| the illiteracy of the State of Delaware. 
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Iso in the 


and recognized in every supreme co 
States receiving these lands, and a 
Supreme Court of the United States, | ,,;,\° 
point the House to the case of Vincent. 
University vs. Indiana, in 14 Howard’s Rey vo 
where the Supreme Court of the Uniteds 
all through the decision assume, take 
granted, and enforce as valid an act by wh, 

Congress required the State of Indiang ;, 
apply certain three townships of land to the 


OTLs 
te: 
Lales 


for 


| purposes of classical education; but, sir, my 


time expires. ‘The pending bill is constity 
tional; and, by all our legislative history, | 
declare this dedication of this migity sane 
of the nation to the education of the Nation's 
children to be worthy of the stupendous gift 
we make. Write, sir, upon the public domain 
of this nation, and cut into the granite of al 


slate 


its mountains, by the words of this irrevoegh|, 


law, the words of the immortal Ordinance of 
1787, that ‘‘education, morality, and religion 
are essential to all good governments, and 
that schools shall be forever encouraged,” 


| aud you will have made in the legislative his. 


tory of the Republic one of its most illustrioys 
chapters. 


Mr. McINTYRE obtained the floor, and 


| yielded fifteen minutes to Mr, Biaes, 


Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, in rising to ad. 
dress the House on the present occasion, I do 
it under some degree of embarrassment. ‘The 


| gentleman from the State of Pennsylvania, 


[Mr. TownsenpD,] who addressed the House 
in support of this bill, saw proper to make ay 


| attack upon the institutions of my Strate, and 


to hold up before this House and the country 
Sir, 
let me say to that honorable gentleman that | 
wondered at first why he objected to the insii- 
tutions of my State, but when I remembered 
that he lived very near the line of the State o: 
Delaware, I no longer was in doubt that he, 
and those who practice the principles which 
he holds politically, are afraid of the State o/ 
Delaware, and particularly of her whipping. 
post. [Laughter. ] 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I shall first address my- 
self to the honorable gentleman from Massa 





law that made the Pacifie railroad, and com- 
pleted it in eight years from the day we made 
the law. 

So, sir, with regard to another measure that 
I now allude to—that law by which we appro- 
priated millions of acres of the public lands 
to the establishment of colleges for the educa- 
tion of the mechanics and agriculturists of the 
Republic. We passed that measure, too, of 
supreme beneficence when it was very dark 
about us, and it has gone into operation, and 
my own State is this day erecting a school on 
a grand foundation, which | have no doubt will 
be a fountain of blessings to that State in all 
coming time. In that law we provided every 
element which is to be found in this biil so far 
as relates to the assertion of the right in Con- 
gress to indicate the kind of a school that shall 
be the recipient of the Federal bounty. 


chusetts, [Mr. Hoar,] who, in his speech the 
other day, stated that there were over eighit 
thousand white persons in the State of Dela- 
ware who could not read or write. | do 
not call in question the fact, if it be one, but 
will give him the benefit of it. I desire, how 
ever, to call the attention of the honorable 
gentleman to the further fact that there is 
no State inthis Union to-day that has a better 
free: school system than the State of Delaware. 
She has an invested fund which enables 
her people to carry on free schools for at least 
six months in the year, and by voluntary taxa- 
tion they may keep the schools in operation 
during the balance of the year. Therefore, 
if the people in the State of Delaware are 
illiterate it is no fault of the law. It is no fault 
of the educational system of the State if par- 
ents or guardians will not avail themselves of 
the opportunities for the education of their 








We stated that it should be a college or an 
academy, nota common school. We stated, 
as you will find it in section four, that the 
classics should not be excluded from the 
school. We stated also that the main design 
should be the teaching of science, and subjects 
kindred to mechanics and agriculture; and 
yet the constitutionality of that law I have 
never heard questioned. It could have been 
ivery certificate of public land 
issued under the provisions of the act, if the 

ct was unconstitutional, might have been ques- 
tioned in the courts. Who has ever done it? 
Sir, that act, if unconstitutional, vindicates 
every part and particle of this one. 

But, sir, 1 go stillon. The validity of these 
laws, in which Congress has undertaken to 


provide that the States shall apply the lands | 
they accept from Congress to the support of | 
such description of schools as Congress shall 

designate, has scores of times been affirmed | 


children thus afforded. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the gentleman from Del: 
aware permit me to ask him a question? 

Mr. BIGGS. I will yield to the gentleman 
when I get a little further on, because I shal! 
then feel disposed to propound a question to 
him, and will yield for him to answer. Wuen 
listening to the gentleman I was forcibly struck 
_ with the great amount of pretended piety a:d 

intellectuality of the State which hein part rep: 
resents. And, sir, | was curious to ascertain—— 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania. Wil! 
the gentleman allow me to ask him a question’ 

Mr. BIGGS. Not just now. My time is lim- 
| ited, and I must first address myself to that great 
| State of Massachusetts. I was about to say, 
| sir, that after the gentleman’s statements | 
| was a little curious to inquire into the history 
of Massachusetts. And what do you suppose, 
| sir, | found? : 
| I find, sir, according to the State constable s 
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| 
report to the State of Massachusetts, in four | 
yeats—1866, 1867, 1868, and 1869—prosecu- | 
tions, exclusive of liquor cases, amounting to 
ven thousand and thirty-six. What were these 
prosecutions for? What crimes kad the peo- | 
je of the State of Massachusetts committed ? 
Why. sir, in listening to the honorable gentle- 
man, you would suppose that they were all 
gaints up there with their great learning. Let 
me read to you some of the crimes they have 
committed, and I will read them alphabetic- 


ally, because they are guilty of crimes for as || 
wet) a, . | 
many letters as there are in the English lan- | 


guage, except the four last letters of the alpha- 
bet. [Great laughter.} Let me say, however, 
before reading the list, that you would suppose, 


from the remarks of the gentleman from Mas- | 
sachusetts, that crime was decreasing in that | 
State; bat, instead of that, in 1866 there were | 
nineteen hundred and forty-five cases, and | 


in 1869 there were thirty-four hundred and 
ffty-nine, an increase of nearly double in 
three years. And what were these crimes, 
Mr. Speaker? I will reeite a few of them. 
Arson, adultery, [laughter, ] burglary, bigamy, 
(laughter, | conspiring to defraud, drunken- 
ness, defacing tombstones, [great laughter, ] 
forgery, horse-stealing, [laughter,] highway 
robbery, keeping hotel without license. [Great 
laughter. ] 

Mr. Speaker, I must claim your protection. 
1 proceed with the list. Night-walking, 
(laughter, ] obtaining money under false pre- 
tenses, perjury, polygamy, [laughter, | playing 
cards on Sunday, present at cock-fight, [great 
laughter, | refusing to pay their railroad fares, 
[great laughter, ] setting up a lottery, selling 
obscene prints, selling unmeasured wood, 
(laughter, | selling diseased meat, [laughter, | 
threatening to barna church, [great laughter. | 
Mr. Speaker, I will read no more of the ten 
thousand. 

Now, sir, when the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts talks about the illiteracy of the State 
of Delaware, let me tell him that the criminal 
record of that State does not present any such 
dark record as that of the State of Massachu- 
setts does to-day—a record darker than night 
piled upon midnight. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. HOAR. Willthe gentleman now allow 
a suggestion to him? 

Mr. BIGGS. Yes, sir, with the greatest 
pleasure. ° 

Mr. HOAR. I ask the gentleman if the 
rame statistics from which he obtained that 
list do not show that over eighty per cent. of 
those crimes were committed by persons of 
foreign birth coming from foreign countries? 

Mr. BIGGS. That will do. Now, is not 
that an unreasonable question? [Laughter. ] 
‘To ask me to go into the State of Massachu- 
setts and ascertain whether a man is an Eng- 
lishman or Frenchman or foreigner, who com- 
mitted such crimes as these! Sir, they were 
committed in the State of Massachusetts, and 
the State of Massachusetts must father them. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the gentleman from Del- 
aware state to the House that the census of 
the United States does not show the fact I 
state, that eighty per cent. of these crimes were 
committed by persons of foreign birth, every 
one of whom votes the Democratic ticket? 
[Great laughter. } ’ 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, the foreigners 
who have fled from their own country for pro- 
tection in America, when they come over o> 
are many of them poor, and it is a shame for 
the gentleman from Massachusetts to under- 
take to cast such a reflection upon the foreign 
population of our country. 

Mr. HOAR. Why, it isthe census of the 
United States says it, and not I. 

Mr. BIGGS. But, Mr. Speaker, I will now 
proceed to read an extract from the gentle- 
man’s speech, which [ think is refreshing. 
Will the gentleman from Massachusetts listen ? 
He said in his speech the other day : 


“But your offense toward the South is light com- 
pared with that of your Democratic opponents. 
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| With what hatred, what bitter and relentless hatred, 
| hasthe Democratic party pursued these unhappy 
States of the South! How has that party sought to 


fasten upon that beautiful and unfortunate section |! 


1 
| 
| 
| 





| us vote with armed men at our backs and by 
| our side, with the dungeon and the bastile 
threatening us at everyelection, the State pro- 


| of our land everything that degrades mankind! ” | nounced in favor of Democratic candidates 
Sir, there is not a man in America to-day || and Democratic principles. ‘Phere we will 
outside of an insane asylum who believes that. || stand, as we stood during our last election. 


The honorable gentleman himself, upon calm 
reflection would not have uttered it. Sir, the 
Democratic party pursuing with relentless 
hatred the people of the South! We,as Dem- 
ocrats, are the friends not only of the South, 
but of the North, and of the East and of the 
| West. I 
party. I hold my seat here to-day by virtue 
of the vote of that party. 

When the honorable gentleman undertakes 
to tell me that the Democratic party of this 
country are pursuing the South with relentless 
hatred, [ ask him, I ask this House, who it 
was that scourged the southern people; who 
it was that sent down, if | may use the expres- 
sion, carpet-baggers in the southern States for 
the purpose of persecuting the South? Who 
was your Governor Bullock; who was your 





Scott? Anda friendon myright suggests that 
I should ask, who was Governor Warmoth? 
All loyal people. Oh! how they loved their 
country ; loved it, and, like lovers, linger while 
she had greenbacks for them to finger. They 
served their country themselves to pay; then 
purloined her treasure, packed up and ran 
away. 

Now, let me say to my friends, let me sayto 
Xepublican members of this House, sirs, the 
people of this country hold the Republican 
party to-day responsible for the oppressive 
taxation and bad government in the South. 





knowledge? Who piled up more than two 
hundred million dollars of debt upon tlhe 
seceded States, independent of their local 
taxation? Was that done by the Democratic 
party? Who, | ask, was guilty of that? 
it Republicans or was it Democrats? And 
yet the honorable gentleman says that the 
Democratic party have pursued the South with 
relentless hatred. Sir, you ought to get down 


dust ask God to forgive you for making such 
untrue charges as that against the Democratic 
| party. [Laughter. } 

I come now to another point, and that is 
with reference to my own State. I know that 
she has a constitution which may not suit 
Republicans. It suits my people; we love it; 
we cherish it; and | am proud that the State 
of Delaware has always adhered to the funda- 
mental law of the land. Iam proud that she 
can take the Latin words and say, ‘‘ Cives boni 
leges parebunt.’’ And as the honorable gen- 
tleman gave us a Latin sentence in his speech 





words and see whether or not the citizens of 
Massachusetts, during the existence of the 
fugitive slave law, carried them into practice. 
Sir, to-day the State of Delaware stands in 
the galaxy of States as one of the proudest in 
| the Union. And if honorable gentlemen will 
just go down to the Washington monument, 


stone taken from the blue rock of our own 
Brandywine, and inscribed upon its face are 
these words: ‘‘ Delaware: the first to sign the 
Constitution, and the last to abandon it.”’ 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] ; 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I was inter- 





eee 


minutes more. [{Laughter.] I say that during 
our late civil war, when the sovereignty of the 
| State was invaded by the Federal soldiers, when 
| the ballot-box was surrounded by armed men, 
when all her sister States gave way, Delaware 
kept her representation upon this floor, and in 
the other end of this Capitol, Democratic, with 
but one exception in this Chamber, when we 
| declined to vote rather than take General 
Schenck’s oath. And when you brought the 
| Federal bayonets to our polls, when you made 


am a member of the Democratic | 





| And to my Democratic friends permit me to 
say that perhaps it would be better to let 

| Delaware make the next national platform 
of our party aud place our next presidential 
candidates upon it. Delaware Democrats 
never depart from a principle; we are no 
departurisis; we do not advocate any ‘pas: 

| sive policy.”’ We stand firm in Democratic 


|| faith, and, ** sink orswim, liveor die, survive 


| or perish,’’ my little ‘* Diamond State" rests 
| her fortane entirely upon the strong arm of 
Democracy, [Great laughter and applause. } 
Now, sir, a few words upon the merits of the 
| bill. The details of the bill abridge one of the 
| reserved rights of the State, and, if passed, will 
imply a want of confidence in the States. A 
| reserved right should never be abridged ; time 


} 
| 
| 
| 


|| enough to change the order of things when the 
Governor Holden: who was your Governor || 


| right has been surrendered by the people in 
| the manner pointed out in the Constitution. 
| Now, the substitute offered by my friend from 


|| Georgia [Mr. MeInryre] avoids the control 
|| by the Federal head. 


| by Sir, this bill provides 
| that the public lands are to be sold and fifty 


|| per cent. applied to purposes of education, and 
| 


that— 


| “The circuit courts of the United States shall have 
| exclusive jurisdiction of all offenses committed 
| against the provisions of this act, and shall have 
| powerand authority by the proper writ to compel 





W ho enfranchised ignorance and disfranchised || 


Was | 


upon your knees, and with your mouth in the | 


the other day, I ask him to translate these || 


in sight of this Capitol, they will there see a | 


rupted, and I believe you promised me two | 


| the performance of the duties herein required, by 
| any officer herein mentioned, and to restrain any 
undue and improper performance of such duties.”’ 


| Here, sir, you will perceive the jurisdiction 
|| of the State is wiped out, and the pains and 
| penalties contained in this bill are executed 
| and enforced by the cireuit court of the United 
| States. Now, why is this? Why such legis- 
lation, which strikes at the sovereignty of the 
| State? Is this Government to be changed 
into a centralized despotism ? 
| If you want to distribute the sales of the 
| public lands among the States, why not bring 
in a bill giving annually to each State their 
|| proportion according to population, and pro- 
| vide in the bill that each State may appropriate 
| the money for such purposes as it may deem 
|| right and proper? Would not such a bill be 
infinitely preferable to the one now under con- 
sideration? Would it not be better to so dispose 
| of the public domain than to be giving it away 
| at every session of Congress to mammoth cor- 
| porations by thousands and millions of acres? 
|| But, sir, with all our learning, remember 
that virtue must be the handmaid of know!l- 
| edge; the two must go together. ‘he per- 
|| petuity of a republic must rest upon the in 
| telligence and virtue of the people. The most 
polished court of modern Europe was, per- 
| haps, that of Louis XIV, and yet how corrupt! 
Modern Greece has a system of education 
| unparalleled in the history of the world, and 
yet a traveler cannot venture but a few miles 
from Athens, unless he is accompanied by an 
armed escort. Ignorance, dreadful and dire- 
ful as it is, is not altogether the danger of our 
|| national peril. And, sir, permit me to say to 
'| the honorable gentlemen from Pennsylvania 
| and Massachusetts, that when this continent 
| reeled and rocked during our late civil war, us 
| if shaken by a mighty earthquake, Delaware 
| stood firm in her Democratic faith, and as true 
to Democracy as the needle to the pole. And 
|| there, Mr. Speaker, she will stand, repudiating 
| any ** passive policy,’’ saying to the Repub- 
| lican party, ‘* You ure our political enemies ; 
we are yours, and having the most unbounded 
| faith in our undying principles, we strike for 
| victory.”’ 
| Mr. MeINTYRE. I now yield ten minutes 
| of my time to the gentleman from Tennessee, 
| (Mr. Brieur. } 
Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, it is a matter 
| of regret to me—— 
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Mr. KERR. Will the gentleman yield for 
a motion to adjourn? 

Mr. BRIGHT. If that is the pleasure of 
the Heuse 

Mr. KERR. 
adjourn. 

Mr. McINTYRE. I desire to state that it 
is understood that this debate will be closed at 
three o’clock on Tuesday next. If weadjourn 
now, we will lose the hour which we can occupy 
to-day. 

Mr. KERR. If that is the case I will with- 
draw the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. McINTYRE. That is the reason why 
I felt constrained to oppose the motion to 
adjourn at this time. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. Speaker, is the motion 
to adjourn withdrawn? 


I'move that the House now 


The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. PoLanp.) || 


It is. 

Mr. CONGER. Will the gentleman from 
Tennessee yield for a motion to adjourn? 

Mr. PERCE. I desire to say that the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. Mclnryre] holds 
the floor on an agreement among members of 


the committee as to the discussion of the bill. | 
It is for the | 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. McIntyre] to 
say whether he will yield for a motion to 
adjourn. 

Mr. McINTYRE. The arrangement made 
by the gentleman from New Hampshire poe 
Parker] was that we were to occupy the hour 
this evening, and I do not feel willing to vio- 
late that arrangement, because if an adjourn- 
ment takes place now, we lose a part of the 
hour. We prefer to occupy the time now, 
rather than not occupy it at all. 

Mr. BRIGHT addressed the House in re- 
marks which will be published in the Appendix. 

Mr. McINTYRE. I now yield for ten min- 
utes to the gentleman from Missouri, [ Mr. 
Kine. | 

Mr. KING. As an introduction to what 1 
have to say, I desire to have read the substi- 
tute which I have proposed, and on which I 
wish to say a few words. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill to appropriate purt of the proceeds of the sales 


of the public lands to aid in promoting public | 


schools in southern States. 
Be it enacted by the Nenate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America tn Congress 


assembled, That fitty per cent. of the net proceeds | 


arising from the sales of the public lands, for the 
period of ten years from and after the 30th day of 
July, 1872, are hereby set apart and granted to ten 
southern States, namely, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Louisiana. Tennessee, Arkansas, and Texas, to aid 
in establishing and promoting public schools in said 
States, 

Src. 2. That the Secretary of the Interior shall 


cause an account to be taken upon the close of each | 


fiscal year, during said period ot ten years, and ascer- 
tain the total net proceeds arising from the sales or 
other disposition of the public lands of the United 
States, after deducting all expenses and expend- 
itures necessarily and lawfully incurred in the sur- 
vey, sale, location, entry, or other disposition of 
said lands forsaid year, and shall certify to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury the amount of the net cash 
proceeds from the sale, entry, location, or other dis- 
position of such lands as aforesaid, after deducting 
expenses and expenditures, &c. 

Sec. 3. That upon the receipt of such certificate 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause fifty per 
cent. of the amount so certified, for each year of 
said period, to be distributed and paid over to the 
States above named, in proportion to the popula- 
tion of each of said States respectively. 

Sec. 4. That when the distributive share due to 
each of said States, for each of said years, shall be 
ascertained as above provided, the Seeretary of the 
Treasury shall tramsfer and pay the same to such 
poneoe or porgongen shall be appointed or designated 
»y act of the Legislatures respectively of said States 
for that purpose, upon such person or persons exe- 
cuting to said Treasurer proper vouchers or receipts 
therefor. 


Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, I propose in the 
two or three minutes during which I shall 
occupy the floor to call the attention of the 
House, if members will be kind enough to give 
me their attention, to the difference between 
this substitute and the original. bill, 

The original bill, sir, disposes of the entire 


| 


| reservation whatever—of the sales of the pub- 
| lie lands for all time to come are disposed of 





| most important propositions which can be sub- 
| mitted to this House. 
| adopted, I would regard it as one of the most 
| important steps which the legislative branch 
|| of this Government could take. 
| that the time has not yet come for this great 


| witness the final disposition of the proceeds of 


I hold, sir, that there has been no expression 


| 
| 


| ries in regard to this matter. 
| that we have been discriminating all the time 








| out of the Territories. There ma 
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by the original bill. I agree, sir, with the 
remark which has already been made in the 
course of this debate, that this is one of the 


If this measure were 


1 think, sir, 


step to be taken inthis country. I do not think 
that the people of this country are prepared to 





the public lands of this country. 

And why, sir, do I venture this assertion? 
Why, we have given away millions upon mil- 
lions of the proceeds of the public lands to 
railroads. And now there is another interest 
in this country which a great many of us think 
to be just as important as railroads, and that 
is the improvement of the navigation and har- 
bors of our great interior rivers. I| claim that, 
in justice to the navigation interest, the car- 
riers who transport freight by water, they 
should have a share in the disposition of this 
fund as well as the railroads of this country. 


et eS 


A 
——— 


of the sentiments of the people of this country 
to justify Congress in taking this important 
step. I am opposed to the measure at this 
time. Itis not a question that is before the 
people of this country. It is not a question 
in regard to which we have any instructions 
whatever from our constituents. 

So much for that point. Now, the proposi- 
tion of the substitute which I have submitted 
is to give a part of the proceeds of the public 
lands to the ten States therein named. It 
proposes to give them fifty per cent. for ten 
years. And why do 1 propose this? Gentle- 
men talk here as though there ought to be no 
discrimination between the States and Territo- 
Now, I claim 


in the whole history of this country. We have 
been discriminating in favor of railroads. And 
I claim that we ought to discriminate in favor 
of the navigation of our southern rivers, and 
that in this matter of education we should 
discriminate in favor of the ten southern 
States. It is admitted here on all hands that 
these States are in the greatest want of schools 
of any portion of this Union. I do not sup- 
pose there isa gentleman on this floor who 
will pretend for a moment to deny that these 
ten southern States here named are more in 
need of assistance in their educational opera- 
tions than any other portion of this country. 


| That state of things has arisen as one of the 


immediate results of this war. 

It has been charged by gentlemen in this 
debate that those States, as a general propo- 
sition, are behindhand in the matter of edu- 
cation; that they have not promoted their 
common-school systems like other States. 
Supposing that to be true, itis an argument 
to that extent that they should be helped. 
And another fact to be remembered is that 
there is a large population in those States, 
numbering four millions of people, who have 
recently acquired the rights of citizens, and 
who have no education at all. 

Well, now, sir, I submit that, as statesmen, 
if we undertake to dispose of the proceeds of 
the public lands at all, we ought to give the 
southern States a chance, give them a start, 
help them along in the great business of edu- 
cating the four millions of people in their midst 
now destitute of education. I am in favor of 
discriminating in favor of the States whose 
people are so much in need of education. We 
ought, perhaps, to discriminate also in favor 
of some of the new States that are coming in 
be some 


favor of making a wholesale disposition of the 


proceeds of all of the public lands of the Uni- || proceeds of these lands as this bill proposes. 
The entire proceeds—there is no jj It is not just. 


ted States. 


discrimination due to them. But Iam not in | 
| 


It is not fair. There are other | 
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reasons which I could assign in opposit; 
this bill, but I did not rh with any inn” 
; ° ° n- 
tion of occupying the time of the House. M 
object was simply to call attention to two on 
three facts in regard to this matter, and hayiy, 
done so, I nowsurrender the floor, 6 
Mr. McINTYRE. I now yield ten Minutes 
of my time to the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Crircuer. ‘ 
Mr. CRITCHER. Mr. Speaker, I shall no 
attempt at this late hour of the day to discus. 
this bill, which, in my opinion, is the most 
important which has been brought to the ey. 
sideration of Congress at the present session 
I agree with the gentleman from Qhio (Mr. 
SHELLABARGER | that no bill was ever presented 
to a deliberative body more important than the 
pending bill. It disposes, sir, in two lines, of 
the whole domain of the Union, a domain 
that is more extensive than all the States of 
the Union; a question, sir, which I venture to 
say is of greater importance than was ever de. 
bated in the Parliament of England or in the 
senate of imperial Rome. I shall not, there. 
fore, attempt, in the brief time allowed me, to 
discuss a measure of such vast importance. 

But I desire, like some of those who have 
preceded me, to refer to some remarks which 
fell from the honorable gentleman from Magsa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Hoar, ] reflecting upon the see- 
tion of country to which I belong. I regret, 
sir, that that gentleman has given occasion, by 
departing from the legitimate line of argument, 
for criticism from ali quarters upon a course 
which I must say, with all due respect, was 
neither worthy of his intelligence or his char- 
acter. He has gone out of the line of his argu- 
ment to say that the ‘‘educated tyrants in the 
South had been more degraded than their 
slaves by the former relations that subsisted 
between the races.’’ Well, now, I ask the 
honorable gentleman if, in his former experi- 
ence in Congress, he ever found a true repre- 
sentative man from the South, in this or the 
other branch of Congress, less educated and 
less intelligent than himself and his associates 
from Massachusetts? I.ask him whether, from 
the foundation of the Government to the pres- 
ent moment, the representation from the State 
of Virginia has been less intellectual and less 
honorable than the representation from the 
State of Massachusetts? Sir. I will venture to 
make a bold assertion; I will venture to offer 
a challenge to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, and I will give way to him in my time 
to let him answer me. I venture to say that 
I can produce from my own little county, the 
parish of my residence, an illustration of intel- 
lectual superiorityand moral excellence which 
he cannot parallel in the history of Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr. HOAR rose. 

Mr. CRITCHER. I will name them, and 
you may then rise. Sir, if you will go with 
me to my estate you will find that the adjoin- 
ing estate is Wakefield, the birthplace of 
Washington; on the other side you will find 
Stratford, the residence of ‘ Light Horse 
Harry,’’ of glorious revolutionary memory. 
Chantilly, which adjoins it, was the residence 
of Richard Henry Lee, the mover of the Dec- 
laration of Independence and the Cicero of 
the American Revolution. You will find in 
that same parish the home of Charles Lee, 
Washington’s Attorney General, and of Francis 
Lightfoot Lee, the signer of the Declaration of 
Independence. There, too, you will find the 
home of Arthur Lee, the accomplished nego- 
tiator of the treaty of commerce and alliance 
between this country and France in 1778. 
Riding in the opposite direction, you come 
first, as I said, to the birthplace of Washing- 
ton. Another hour’s ride will bring you to the 
birthplace of Monroe; another hour’s ride to 
the birthplace of Madison. Now, sir, if you 

suppose the present generation in Virginia 
| unwortky of their illustrious ancestors, if you 
will visit that estate, and look through tlie 
lofty forests, you will descry the massive chim- 
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soys of the baronial mansion that witneseed | 
ihe birth of Robert E. Lee. Now, sir, I ask 
oy to find in the whole State of Massachusetts 
ch illustrious names as I have given you, of 
;hose who lived in my little county. 

“Vr. HOAR, As the gentleman from Vir- 
vpia has invited me to rise, I will say, ina 
-ntence that I did not criticise either the 
elligence or the elegance of the educated 
tyrants of whom I spoke. I alluded to a gen- | 
cation of men who whipped women, begat 
ttle children and sold them into slavery, and 
ho rebelled against the institutions that those 
vreat men created. 

* Mr, CRITCHER. I challenge the gentle- 
man to parallel the names I have mentioned ; 
he cannot do it from the whole history of 
\assachusetts. I desire the dedication of the 
nroceeds of the public lands to the purposes 
of education ; 1 think it would promote a 
beneficent object; and at the same time I 
would withdraw that fund from the importu- 
pate and incessant demands of local and cor- 
porate authorities. I object most positively to 
ibe provision attached to this bill which creates 
conditions upon which this fund may be en- 
ioyed. Why do you not dispose of the whole 
proceeds of the public lands in this direction? 
Why invest but one half of them for this par- 
pose? Tam in favor of the distribution of the 
whole fand and placing it at the disposal of the 
people of each State in order that their local 
representatives, who know best, may apply the 
fund to their own peculiar wants. 

Then there is another thing: under this bill 
no State can receive any portion of this fund 
inless the Legislature thereof will first engage 
to educate every child between six and sixteen 
years of age within the limits of the Common- 
wealth. ‘hat is an impossibility. In that 
way the fund would be withheld from the very 
States where the expenditure would be most 
essential, 

In regard to the constitutional argument, I 
decline to enter upon it, Therefore, having 
made these few remarks, which indicate rather 
the general opinion I entertain upon this bill 
than any constitutional argument upon it, I 
will yield the floor, thanking my friend from 
Georgia [Mr. McIntyre} for the time he has 
allowed me, only saying that I am in favor of 
the substitute he has indicated his purpose to 
offer. 


Mr. McINTYRE. 





mitted themselves to indulge in personalities. 
[had hoped thatthe magnitude of the questions 


involved, that the importance which should | 


be attached to those questions, would com- 
mand the attention of this House, and that 
they would be prepared to look into these 
questions, so many of them springing out of 
the radical proposition to distribute the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands, and that 
they would also look to the details of this bill, 
and see whether or not they were consistent 
with the words of the Constitution, with the 
principles of the Constitution of the United 
States, from which this Congress derives its 
powers, from which it derived all its powers. 
Congress has no powers unless they come 
through that Constitution. This Houseis not 
authorized to hold its session to-day unless 
that old instrument, which I have been taught 
‘rom infancy up to the present time to revere, 
gives them that power. 

_I regret to have to say to my distinguished 
friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. TowNsEnD, } 
who addressed the House to-day, that he has 
sought to place me ina false position. He 
asked the question, why is Georgia opposed to 
education ; why is the gentleman from Georgia 
Opposed to education? Why, sir, I made the 
distinct announcement the other day to him, 
and to every other member of this House who 
was present to hear it, that I favored educa- 
tion. Had I not, bythe very substitute which 
I proposed to this 
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i. Mr. Speaker, I regret | 
very much that this discussion has assumed | 
the character it has; that gentlemen have per- | 


increase the means proposed to be given by | 
the present bill? The gentleman says, give || 
one half; I say give the whole. Yet he charges 
me with being opposed to education in Geor: || 
gia! I declared the other day, and I declare || 
again to-day, that I would be glad to see every 
child in Georgia educated. I am willing to |} 
indorse every word that I have heard uttered | 
in this House since I have been here in favor 
of the education, not only of the whites, but 
of the blacks. Let them all be educated; let 
them all be elevated thereby, and raised to 
such a standard that they can appreciate their 
rights under the Constitution and the laws. 

‘In the little time that I have I do not pro- 
pose to detain the House by dwelling in detail 
upon the points which I made the other day ; 
but I may be allowed to enlarge upon one or 
two suggestions which I then submitted. I 
said then that the rights of the Congress of the 
United States are fully defined and set forth 
in the Constitution; that in that instrument 
the powers delegated to Congress, as well as 
the powers prohibited to the States, are defined, | 
and that all powers that are not delegated to 
the Congress of the United States or prohibited 
to the States are reserved to be exercised by 
the States. 

Now, sir, | do not object to the main idea 

of this bill, which proposes to consecrate this 


of the bill to which [ object. I say that they 
are inconsistent with the provisions of the 
Constitution; they are inconsistent with the 
rights and the dignity of the States. Will any 
man in this House say that the people of his 
own State have lost the power of self-govern- 
ment ; that they must be controlled or super- 
vised by the Congress of the United States? 
Has the State of Wisconsin lost that power 
which it has been exercising for years past to 
regulate the common schools? Has the State 


great question of the education of its people? 
Upon which of the States can it be charged 
that it has not the intellect and the patriotism 
to go forward in the great work of education, 
and carry it on just as effectually as can the 
Congress of the United States? 

than it can do properly. It does not half do 
what it pretends todo. Yet you want to mul- 
tiply its duties. Why, sir, this Committee on 
Education and Labor is, if I may be allowed 
the expression, nothing in the world but a sort 
of fungus or excrescence that has grown upon 
the body-politic within the last few years. It 
was not known when Webster and his com- 
peers were in the Congress of the United 


’ 
States. When great men who once occupied 





ouse, asked Congress to 


places in Congress have failed to bring for- 
ward such measures as this, I feel that it is too 
late at this day for us to do it; and I say that 
this excrescence onght to have applied to it 
the surgical knife of legislation and be cut off. 

Sir, P want to invite every man in this House 
to refer to the original grants of cession made 
by Virginia, Georgia, and North Carolina. 
Examine what they said in those grants. In 
what form wasthe grant made? Virginia pro- 
vided that the lands granted should be appro- 

riated for the common use of the States of the 

nited States, the State of Virginia included. 
North Carolina and Georgia repeat the same 
declaration. The donation of the Mississippi 
country was made to the States of the United 
States; the language ‘‘Government of the 
United States’ was neverused. It isset forth 
in those articles of cession that the General 
Government shall appropriate the grant in good 
faith. Now, I put it to every man in this House 
whether Congress has acted in good faith 
toward these States in giving away nearly two 
hundred million acres of the public domain to 
monster corporations for the purpose of minis- 
teringto private profit? Where was the justice 
in that? I have said if théy are not adminis- 







| 


outamong the States. 


‘| illiterate. 


fund to educational purposes; it is the details || 


of New York lost its ability to control this | 


Why, sir, Congress already has more to do || 


tered by faithful men go back and divide them 8 he Chief o 1 
Give them to the States, | Statistics on the tariff legislation of the United 


S01 


and they will manage them right. They will 
appropriate these lands where necessary for 
the purposes of education. If they do not 
appropriate them in that way or for that inter: 
est, let them appropriate them for such other 
public services as the exigencies of the several 
States may require. 

Mr. Speaker, I regret I have not time to go 
on and enlarge on this question; but I do 
desire to say something about the State of 
Géorgia. Something has been said in this 
debate about the State of Georgia. My distin- 
guished friend from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Town- 
SEND] said every other one in that State is 
That may be true. It is only within 
| the last few years that the negro people have 
| been disenthralled from slavery. They have 
| been manumitted. I have no complaint to 
| make of that. I do not speak to-day of it, but 
| that accounts for much of the illiteracy of the 
| people of Georgia. They are always ready to 
| educate the people. It cannot be imputed to 
| her Legislature that it is not always ready to 
| do what is necessary for the welfare of the 
| people. ‘To show that my people are earnest 
| In this matter, I have only to state that within 
| the last twenty or thirty days the Legislature 
| of Georgia has appropriated some three hun- 
| dred thousand dollars for the education of the 
| people there. 
| How do we stand there? 1 wish to saya 
| word more about my own State of Georgia. 
| I do not wish you to think I am complaining. 
| I came here on a mission of peace. I do not 
| come here to provoke strife or to stir up angry 
|| passions. [ should like to heal up the old 
| wounds and close them up forever. But I will 
| say that not only have other southern States 
| been afilicted, as the distinguished gentleman 
| from Indiana [Mr. Voortges] has said, by 
| State governments set upon their apex instead 
| of upon their base, but the State of Georgia 

has been especially so afflicted. She has griev- 
| ously suffered from that sort of State adminis- 
| tration—I mean the administration of a “ car- 
| pet-bag’’ government. I wish to say to the 
|| House, and through the House to the whole 
| country, that the State of Georgia has passed 
| from the government of the ‘‘ carpet-baggers’’ 
into the hands of a government of her own 
|| people. To-day Georgia is under the control 
of the good, true, and patriotic men of that 
State, under the contro! of men born withia 
| her limits. She has a Governor born within 
| her own limits. A majority of her Legislature 
| is composed of men born within her limits. 

The people therefore now look for a good and 
| proper administration of the State government. 
| All Georgia wants is to let her alone, and in a 
| few years she will get back to the proud posi- 
| tion she occupied in former times, in being the 
| Empire State of the South. I only need to call 

attention to the coat of arms of that State 
| emblazoned upon the ceiling of this Hall. It 
| is the Constitution supported by three great 
| pillars designated as ** wisdom,’’ ‘‘justice,”’ 
| and ‘‘ moderation.’’ That is what we look for. 
| That is what we expect under the present 
| administration of the State government in 
|| Georgia. We believe the Governor and Legis- 


|| lature will control affairs there with wisdom, 


'| justice, and moderation. 


WILLIAM G, NALPINE. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a message from the 
President of the United States, transmitting, 
in compliance with a resolution of the House 
of Representatives, information in relation to 

| the Fenian prisoner, William G. Halpine; 
| which was referred to the Committee on For- 
| eign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


TARIFF. 
| The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a communication 
| from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
| ting a report of the Chief of the Bareau of 
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which was referred to the Committee | 


States ; 
of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 
STEPHEN Il. BOGARDUS, ETC. 


| 
| 


The SPEAKEK also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of War, in reference to Stephen 
H. Bogardus, late second lieutenant of the 
fourth infantry, and L. L. O'Connor, late first 
lieutenant of the third cavalry; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. , 

SURVEYING EXPENSES. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, transmitting estimates 
for the appropriation required during the 
ensuing fiscal year for clerical hire in the sev- 
eral surveying districts; which was referred | 
vo the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SOLDIERS’ DISCHARGE. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, | 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- | 
tary of War, in relation to soldiers discharged 
on the ground of minority : which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


SETH M. WHITTEN. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the Secre- 
tary of War, in relation to the case of Seth 
M. Whitten, formerly a private of company 
K, fourth Michigan volunteers; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

WISCONSIN AND FOX RIVERS. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Nebraska, in relation to 
the improvement of the Wisconsin and Fox 
rivers; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

WASHINGTON, ETC., RAILROAD COMPANY. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a letter from the presi- 
dent of the Washington and Georgetown Rail- 
road Company, transmitting a report of the 
transactions of said company during the year 
ending December 31, 1871; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

WHITMORE VS. HERNDON. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House testimony in the con- 
tested-election case of Whitmore vs. Herndon, 
first congressional district of Texas; which was 
referred to the Committee of Elections. 

JAMES H. MYERS AND OTHERS. 

Mr. DONNAN, by unanimous consent ob- 

tained leave to withdraw from the files of the 


House papers in the case of James H. Myers | 
and others. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent— 

Mr. FOSTER, of Ohio, obtained leave of 
absence for two days. 

Mr. ORR obtained leave of absence until 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. PERRY, of New York, obtained leave 
of absence until Tuesday next. 

JAMES J. FERRIS. 

Mr. BIRD, by unanimous consent, obtained 
leave to withdraw from the files of the House 
the petition of James J. Ferris, and accom- 
panying papers. 

STEPHEN HULL. 


Mr. L. MYERS, by unanimous consent, 
obtained leave to withdraw from the files of 
the House the papers in the case of Stephen 


Hull. 
DUTIES ON WOOLS AND WOOLENS. 
Mr. LAMPORT, by unanimous consent, 


introduced a resolution relating to the duties | 
on wools aud woolens; which was referred |, 
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By Mr. SHANKS: A remonstr 
appeal of the Choctaw nation of 
against proposed violations of sole 
reiterated engagements, compacts 
ances made with and given to the Choeta, 
people by the United States, and agains the 
proposed infraction, by violence and foree of 
their vested rights of property and the ;.. 
prietorship of their lands. 

| By Mr. SNAPP: The petition of Ander, 
W. Scott, with accompanying papers, {o, . 

pension. 7 

By Mr. STORM: The petition of Elizahe. 
Laury and 9 others, widows of soldiers of \), 
war of 1812, asking the passage of an act piyj), 
them a pension. ; 
By Mr. TWICHELL: The memorial qq; 
claim of William H. Allen. ; 
By Mr. UPSON: The petition of Joseph 
or and 37 others, workers in the Clevelay, 
woolen mills, against abating or aboliship 

duties on articles successfully produced in t};. 

country, and for the repeal of the duties 9, 

tea and coffee. 


| to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 
Mr. McGREW. I move that the House 
now adjourn. 
EDUCATIONAL FUND. 


The SPEAKER. Pending the motion to 
adjourn, the Chair desires to state that the 
bill under consideration to-day (H. R. No. 
1042) to establish an educational fund, and 
apply the proceeds of the public lands to the 
edacation of the people, goes over under the 
order of the House until Tuesday next at 
half past one o’clock. 

Mr. LOWE. I offer the following amend- 
ment to the pending bill, for the purpose of 
having it printed: 

Add to section four che following : 

l’rovided, That where any State, under the laws 
thereof, takes a regular census of its population at a 
period intermediate the regular periods for taking 
the United States census, the apportionment to such 
State after such census is taken shall be in propor- 
tion to its population, so ascertained, until the next 


succeeding census under tbe laws of the United 
States. 


ance and 
Indians 
mn and 
? and Assy. 


TO 


SESSION OF SATURDAY. 


The SPEAKER. By order of the House 
the session of to-morrow will be for debate 
only, as in Committee of the Whole, no busi- 
ness whatever to be transacted. The gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. Hay] will occupy the 
chair. 

The motion to adjourn was agreed to. 

And accordingly (at five o’clock p. m.) the 
House adjourned. 


POST ROUTE BILLS INTRODUCED. 


The following were introduced, under th» 
rule, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads: 

By Mr. CROSSLAND: A bill declaring the 
a from Dixon to Claysville, via Providence, 
in the State of Kentucky, a post route. 

By Mr. WALDEN: A bill for a post route 
from Florence, via Robin and Doebell, 1 
Shellsburg, in the State of Iowa. 

By Mr. WINCHESTER: A bill for a posial 
route from Owenton by Squiresville to Spring 
port, Kentucky. ; 








PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees: 

By Mr. ACKER: The memorial of the 
workers in the Lehigh Iron Company’s works, 
and citizens of Salisbury township, Lehigh 
county, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against a 
change of existing tariff laws, &c. 

By Mr. BANKS: The petition of Judith 
Denham, mother of George L. Denham, for 
a pension. 

By Mr. BUFFINTON: The memorial of 
Ebenezer F. Nye and 27 others, heirs to ori- 
ginal claimants of the French spoliation || 
claims, praying the payment of their claims. |! ; ; 

By Mr. DUELL: The petition of J. R. D. || Meets to-day, by order, as in Committee of the 
Clendennin and 29 others, soldiers, of Jeffer- || Whole on the state of the Union, for debate 
son county, Ohio, praying the passage of a | only, and the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
bounty-land law, and an equalization of bounty. || (Mr. Kruttncer] is entitled to the floor. 

Also, the petition of William McMullen and |; IRON-WORKERS MEMORIALS. 


30 others, soldiers, of Wheeling, West Virginia, || Mr. KILLINGER. Mr. Speaker, I have 


ree, an equalization of bounties and a || sought the floor at this time in order that | 
ounty law. 


' might bring to the notice of the House and 
By Mr. ELY: The petition of 325 retail to- || the countre use an 


- : oten | the country a subject of great importance 
bacco dealers of New York, for relief from || to my constituents. That subject is indicated 
unjust taxation. 


oa ‘and forcibly stated in the numerous me- 
By Mr. FINKELNBURG: The petition of | morials which I have presented during the 
George Menz, late a sergeant in company A, || last week. The memorialists state they are, 


first United States Reserve corps, for arrears | for the most part, iron-workers, which desig 
of pension. | nation includes mechanics, skilled laborers, 
Also, the petition of 83 tobacco dealers of || and others engaged in the manufacture o! 
the city of New York, for a uniform rate of || iron, iron machinery, and the various branches 
tax. | of industry of which that metal forms a com 
By Mr. FOSTER, of Michigan: The peti- || ponent part. They respectfully remonstrate 
tion of soldiers of Michigan, asking Congress || against any change in the existing revenue 
to amend the homestead law of 1870, so as to |) laws which shall reduce or abolish the duties 
place all on an equal footing. upon such articles as are successfully produced 
By Mr. HOOPER, of Massachusetis: The | in this country. 
petition of Abel Willard, J. B. Dana, and |) In thus presenting the subject to the consid: 
others, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, asking || eration of Congress, the workingmen of my dis- 
the repeal of the tax on savings institutions _ trict have exercised a right common to every 
By Mr. LAMPORT: The petition of Miss || American citizen, and are entitled to respect: 
Clara G. Scott and others, praying compensa- || ful consideration. ‘These men represent 4 
tion for services rendered soldiers during the } class of persons who in a large degree are the 
war of the rebellion. | »roducers of our national wealth, and are the 
By Mr. PACKARD: The petition of pen- || kind of men upon whom rests finally a great 
sioners of Indiana and other States, for pay- || share of the burdens of national taxation. 
ment of pensions through postmasters. Their hands are brown with honest toil, their 
By Mr. PETERS: The petition of Sarah | brows are moist with the sweat of honest labor. 
W. Wastes, for a pension. | and I desire to suggest that they are as mucli 
By Mr. ROOSEVELT: The petition of || entitled to a hearing here and in the committee- 
tobacco manufacturers, for a uniform tax. rooms of Congress as the hired emissaries of 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, February 3, 1872. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m., 
Mr. Hay occupying the chair as Speake 
pro tempore. 
eer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burizr, 


The Journal of yesterday was read and 
| approved. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Hous 








porters 
It ha: 
1) the } 
culate 
es, Wl 
ppovel 
memor 
edge ‘ 
fact & 
mainte 
system 
as we 
try ar 
labor, 
no twe 
Congt 
the re 
try to 
10 ral 
the fit 
the [ 
Presi 
To 
any 0 
of ube 
wage 
Plen 
with 
coun 
the ¢ 
meu 
that 
com 
have 
of t 
yiev 
eml 
bee 
par 
and 


res) 


are 
} 
dal 
all 
go’ 
the 
lat 
ou 
en 
dc 
se 








on 


: 2 a ee oe 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ary 3 


— 


803 is 


= = " lj 
pritish free trade and the paid agents of im- 


nCe ang and a snare. We all know that there is a || 1871, since which time the proceedings and 


Indians vorters and monopolists. short and decisive way to effectrevenue reform || debates have been published by Rives & Bailey 
PMN ang jt has been frequently urged as an objection | without disturbing the protective system and | without a contract, but upon the presumption, 
id ASsyp. to the present revenue system that it was cal- | destroying the industrial interests of the coun: | of course, that Congress would remunerate 
Choetay wylated to enrich capital and foster monopo- | try. Abolish at one stroke the whole internal || thei fairly for the work. 
@1NSt the .s, while it oppressed the laboring men and | revenue system, so far as the income taxes and During the spring session of the present 
Orce, of npoverished honest industry. Now, sir, these || stamp duties are concerned, and limit its future || Congress the joint Committee on Printing had 
the pro nemorialists speak from some practical knowl- | operation to the two articles of whisky and || not sufficient time to make the investigation 
: edge on these points, and they realize the || tobacco, and you will secure a revenue reform | necessary to enable them to agree upon the 
LNderso, fet that their prosperity depends on the || that will meet the unqualified approval of the | terms of a new contract, and since the eom- 
Sy for g maintenance of the protective features in that || people. Thus you will not stop the busy hum || mencement of the second session two membet 
Lf -vsiem. And so far, indeed, as such articles || of industry throughout the land; you will not) of the committee, Senators Howr and Ca: 
‘lizaber), as we are saccessfully producing in this coun- |! put out the fires of our furnaces and forges; || seriy, have been absent, engaged on an invest 
S Of the - are concerned, the results of American || you will not cover the land with desolation as | igating committee in New York, and it was 


Ct giving abor, ingenuity, and capital, there ought to be 


with a pall. In the pathway of such revenue 
no two opinions on thesubject in the American 


thought advisable to take no definite action in 
reform, as I take the liberty of suggesting, we |! 


regard to the matter until their return. 


rial ang Congress. We ought all to stand together in || shall have benetits and blessings innumerable, By the contract of April 14, 1869, Rives & 
7 the recognition of the right of our home indus- || and a degree of prosperity which will continue || Bailey agreed to report and publish the debates 
Joseph try to protection in the framing of our laws || in the future, as it has in the past, to relieve || in the Daily Globe for $10 30 per column, 
levelang to raise revenue, which was accorded to it in |, the people of the burdens imposed by the | furnish two copies of the daily to each mem 
Olishing the first act passed by the First Congress of | slaveholders’ rebellion, and lead to the entire |) ber of the Senate and House of Represent 
d in this the United States, and approved by the first || extinction of the national debt, the legacy left || atives at one cent per page for each copy, 
Iles op President, George Washington. | us by that rebellion, and a consummation to || and transfer the proceedings and debates from 
To the workingmen, whether in iron or in |, be devoutly prayed for. | the Daily Globe to the Congressional Globe 
anyother branch of industry, this is aquestion || The memorialists further advocate the repeal || (quarto form) at two mills foreach page of the 
of the first importance, involving as it does their || of the duties on tea, coffee, and such other arti- |! quarto. They alsoagreed to furnish anample 
wages, their very subsistence, their daily bread. || cles as are not produced in the United States || index to the quarto edition at the same price 
der the Plenty of work and fair wages go hand in hand || and enter into general use. ‘his suggestion || per page, and to publish the laws passed by 
On the with @ prosperous condition of affairs in the || is in exact accord with the true theory and || Congress in the same manner as the proceed- 
ace country. Searcity of work and low wages are || teachings of the American protective system. || ings and debates, and at the same rates. They 
ang the the certain results of panic, financial derange- || No branch of our own industry will be injuri- || agreed, furthermore, to furnish storage, free 
idence, ments, and free trade. No one need suppose || ously affected by its adoption, inasmuch as || of charge, for the printed sheets of the quarto 
that they are mere mud-sills, and unable to || none comes into unequal competition with the || edition for such reasonable time as the Con- 
t route comprehend this question. It is true they || foreign articles referred to. To allow such | gressional Printer might desire. 
ell, to have not very generally learned the elements || articles, therefbre, to come in free of duty, is |} Under this contract Rives & Bailey were 
of their political economy in books and re- || to cheapen them to our consumers, and does || paid for reporting and publishing— 
t postal views. Their knowledge of the subject is || not tend to degrade our laborers to the level 


- : aan E : 3,804 123-206 columns Daily Globe, at $19 30 per col 
of the ‘‘ heathen Chinee’’ or the miserable laz SOUNNIN sR Kelecbdcactsatodcans = «in depaldhdeskiastatie $142,187 35 


. , : , ° . | fig oo 1 } , 7 
| zaroni of continental Europe. A liberal free | oo comien nee Globe to Senators and 
: . cos es Members, 1 cent per page 
| list, with the abolition of internal revenue taxes, roast) aoa hee! 


eminently practical, and their experience has || 
been dearly purchased. ‘They are forthe most 
part well informed and intelligent citizens, 


pring 


13,039 90 
| 12,391 copies quarto, each copy making 


+9 and many of their kind are to-day occupying ] and the maintenance of American industry of || eleven volumes, containing 12,814 pages, 
= responsible positions in the Government. ! all kinds, these are the revenue reforms that I || SAO ER Le OL eeS PTI I i ne bs 
In this country ‘‘ the ruler’’ and ‘‘ the ruled’’ } desire to commend to the careful consideration || 7” P&8°S: AE“ MINS POF PABC.--rrnvverreeeren ae 
k m.. are convertible terms. “So the laborer of to- || of Congress. || Total amount paid Rives & Bailey for 
peaker day becomes the capitalist of to-morrow. We || And especially, Mr. Speaker, allow me to || paily end & spareomenes Globe for the 70 6B 08 
all, therefore, have an equal stake in society and || impress these views upon the Republican side || Extra chanpenentins to reporters.......... 2 482 
UTLER, government, and are all equally interested in || of the House. We have a President who retains a se R — 
the adoption of wise laws and beneficent legis- |! the undiminished confidence of the country, || velen sano paul for reporting and. 
d and lation. They are not, therefore, merely acting || and who, in all probability, will again lead the || Cost of binding 194,900 volumes at the 
on the suggestion or by the dictation of their || Republican columns to victory. He stands || Government bindery, estimated at 60 
a employers. In good old Pennsylvania capital | pledged before the country ok tie support of COREE WOT CORI Bwcicamecingsterisncqeuton _ 80,5 2 
of the does not yet own labor in any such offensive |! the doctrines enunciated in the memorials to 1 Total cost of the Daily and Congres- 
lebate sense. When free trade comes to prevail | which I have addressed these remarks. In an || sional Globe........ deesenesssseseessesessesees ve $579,779 96 
lvania among us, and the wages are reduced to the || interview with citizens of Pennsylvania this | 
ten-cent standard of despotic countries, such || week, as reported in yesterday’s daily papers, || The Daily and Congressional Globe, as the 
a degradation of the laboring man may notbe || the President is reported as reasserting the | statement shows, cost nearly $600,000 for the 
impossible even in that State; but that time is | doctrine of his last annual message. He said || years 1869 and 1870, an amount so large that 
have not just yet. While stating their views these | that ‘‘articles not produced in this country, || if applied toward the payment of the national 
hat | memorialists do not antagonize the operators | and entering into general consumption, should || debt would have saved to the country $36,000 
» and and manufacturers in whose employ they are. || be admitted free of duty, while duties on || per annum for the next fifty years certainly, 
tance There is no conflict of opinions or interests in those articles which come into competition and probably for all time. Has the expend- 
cated the case; itis the mutual advantage of both || with our own manufactures should not be || iture been a wise one? Is there anything 
me: classes, employers and employed, that there | reduced.’’ I indulge in the hope that the || within the lids of the eleven ponderous volumes 
; the should be an active demand for labor and a | majority side of the House, upon whom rests which can by any possibility compensate the 
are, remunerative profit for capital. the responsibility of legislation, will be in || country for this enormous outlay ? lhe laws 
esig The experience of the last two years hasalso | entire accord with General Grant on this as |, enacted by Congress, the Journals of the two 
rers, shown that the maintenance of the present || well as other important subjects, and that we || Houses, che records of committees if properly 
e ot rate of duties on iron is to the advantage of shall enter upon the canvass before us aunited | made, the vigilant press of the country, if the 
ches consumers as well as those engaged in its pro- || party, and so achieve success by deserving it. || field were lett open to it, would have preserved 
Pom duction. Two years ago Congress yielded to |} And let me add, Mr. Speaker, that, repre- || all there is of value in these voluminous pro 
trate clamor, and reduced the duty two dollars, |! senting the toiling millions of Pennsylvania || ceedings, and the jewels, if there be any, would 
enue ‘ which sum was immediately added to the price here on this important question, Iam not here have shone all the brighter in the eye of the 
ties of the article in the markets of the world, with- |! as a mendicant asking favors or begging for || nation when extricated and relieved from the 
ee out any corresponding benefit to our consumers | the crumbs which fall from rich men’s tables, || mass of rubbish by which they are now hidden. 
a in this country. Iron advanced in price, a |) We are asking for protection as of right. We his work is growing upon us rapidly. It 
sid brisk demand sprang up for it, and the foreign | claim it to be due to us from the Government || was commenced by Blair & Rives in 1833. 
dis- dealer reaped all the advantage. Our home | we sustain and support. And we will sustain || The first volume issued contained the pro- 
very production received a check thereby, and the || no party and support no Administration that || ceedings entire of the I'wenty-Third Congress, 
ect: whole market was unsettled. We need sta- || repudiates our rights and is recreant to our | and numbered eight hundred and twelve pages. 
it a bility in this, as in all other branches of pro- | interests in this regard. | The proceedings of the last Congress, with the 
the ductive industry, and unless we can have it, || Pea ae : indexes, fill eleven unwieldy volumes, and 
the enterprise is paralyzed, and capital seeks other || THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. cover twelve thousand eight hundred and 
reat channels of investment. || Mr. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, on the 14th || fourteen pages. The cost of reporting and 
on. And as for the clap-trap about revenue || of Aprii, 1869, a contract was entered into by || publishing the debates for the Twenty- hired 
nelr reform, so plentifully manufactured by the || which Rives & Bailey were bound to report || Congress I have been unable to ascertain, but 
Or, advocates of free trade, and into which trap, || and publish the debates and proceedings of || it probably did not exceed ten thousand dol- 
uch I regret to say, some of our otherwise sound |! the Forty-First Congress. This contract ex- || lars. Thecostfor the Forty-First Congress 1s, 
ee- political brethren have fallen, it is a delusion || pired with the Congress on the 4th of March, || asl have stated, $579,779 56. In this connee- 
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| 
tion I ask permission to print the following 
statement showing the total amounts paid for 
the Globe from 1849 to 1871, inclusive: 


For Congressional Globe and Appendix.$1,247,449 69 
For one complete set of Globe and 

Appendix s000s ov ceccveve ses coceep ees sccssescesneces 
For binding same, from 1851 to 1882......... 
For reporting proceedings in Congres- 


268.031 04 


121,585 35 || 


SE INE. (ciniie ochnsimibiscaidibe tietneemsiets “GRRE an 
Por amount paid and due for Globes of ree ae 
BOSty-Biret CODBTORE, ..2000ccecsccccesersscocees 72,776, 





- ow | 

2,628,700 57 |) 

For additional compensation to re- 

porters not properly chargeable to 

Gilobe 3 ' ; 176,939 8&9 

2,805,640 46 

For binding at Government bindery from 
1862 to 1871, (estimated 





270,000 00 


....$3,075,640 46 





Grand total 


We are soon to have about forty additional 
members in this House. Whocan say, in view 
of the rapid increase of matter to be published, 
and of the expense of publication, that the 
amount required for the Globe, if it be con- 
tinued, will not soon exceed a half million dol- 
lars per annum? 

I'he figures presented simply give the ascer- || 
tained cost of the Globe. ‘The unascertained |! 
and unascertainable expense which its public || 
ation involves we have good reason to believe 
amounts to far more than the sum named. 
‘Lhe Globe is made the receptacle for all man- || 
ner of speeches, essays, editorials, sermons, on | 
all suljects of which the ingenuity of man || 

It seems to be a member's first || 
duty and highest ambition to get into it as || 
often as he can. It is a standing encourage- || 
ment to speakersand writers. It makes silence || 
a defect and quiet labora reproach, It invites 
men to talk much when they have little to say, |} 
and put in rounded periods and high-sounding || 
} 


can conceive. 


verbiage what would be better understood if 
uttered in that simple, direct, and pertinent 
language which obtains among business men 
the world over. It ineulecates the absurd no- 
tion that nothing can be valuable which is not 
trumpeted forth at the top of our voice in a | 
long and tiresome speech. It tends to crowd 
honest merit and quiet thinking to the wall, 
aud makes impudence, rather than solid sense, 
the grand element of success. It leads to 
interminable repetition of ideas and arguments 
on every important measure ,which comes 
before us for consideration. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
j 


It discourages || 
and prevents legitimate debate, and by pro- 
longing our sessions not only involves the || 
country in a vast unnecessary expense, but | 
exercises an 
legislation. 
Is it not our vanity, rather than an honest |) 
desire to benefit the country, which induces us || 
to continue this publication? The ten thousand | 


unwholesome influence over 


speeches which lie buried and forgotten in | 
the Globe should teach us that our contribu- | 
tions to it do not insure immortality. Can we 
uot safely trust to the independent press of the 
country, to the brief but accurate Feeuaie of 
Congress, which tell where every man stood 
upon every important measure, and to the laws | 
we pass, the work of preserving whatever we 
may do or say which is likely to be of perma- | 
nent value to mankind? The best speeches 
ever uttered have come down to us from a 
period when men talked less and thought more, | 
aud yet there was no Congressional Globe in | 
those days. ‘This indicates at least that the 
world understands the value of these things, 
and will, of its own accord and at its own | 
expense, preserve whatever is of use to it. 
Sincerely believing that the abolition of the | 
Globe would be a wise measure of economy | 
and result in great good to the country, I have | 
felt it my duty to call attention to the facts and | 
figures which I have submitted, and ask for || 
| 

| 

, 


them the earnest consideration of the House. | 
I entertain but little hope, however, that Con- | 
gress will at this time consent to its discon 
tinuance, but do hope, if it be not prepared | 


| assented to by Congress. 


| the suggestion, I understand, of the Commit- 


| you have 37,693,422 pages of index, which, at 


| 651 pages would have been sufficient. 
' would have made in the aggregate 7,942,200 


paid for indexesto the Globe of the Forty-First 
| Congress, and you have $59,502 44 which was 
| expended for matter that was not only of no 


| Committee on Printing has remedied by an 


| volumes of the first session of the present 
| Congress have but one index. 
| found in the first volume. 


| actual cost of press-work and paper. 
| therefore, ever goes tothe Congressional Globe 


to go that far, that it will consent to certain 
changes that will lessen the expense of the 
publication considerably without in the least 
impairing its value. 

‘The joint Committee on Printing, with the 


permission of the publishers, have made in | 


one respect a decided improvement in the 
Globe, and one which is likely to result in a 
very considerable diminution of its cost, if 
From the Thirty- 
Third Congress down to the close of the Forty- 
First an index has been inserted in each vol- 
ume. During the Thirty-Ninth Congress, at 


tee on Printing, the index was considerably 
enlarged and made more: systematic, and also 
more expensive. To show the resuli of this 
plan of inserting an index in each volume I 
present the following statement which exhibits 
in detail the number of volumes for each ses- 
sion of the Forty-First Congress and the num- 
ber of pages of index matter which they con- 
tain: 
First session, one volume; pages of index......... 114 
Second session, six volumes ; inserting 360 pages 

OF INdOX CAC... ...000.--rrreeercorrerssrersenees sensereerarsooeds 
Third session, three volumes; inserting 332} 

pages Of INdEX EACH. .......0...cccrsrrecrcssrresescereseeees 698 
Appendix and laws, onevolume; pagesof index, 70 





Total pages of index in the eleven volumes... 3,042 | 


> 
——————————l————————— le 


Multiply the number of pages of index by 
the number of copies of the Globe (quarto 
edition) furnished to Congress, (12,391,) and 


two mills per page, amount to $75,386 84. 
One complete index for each copy covering 
This 
pages of index matter, which, at two mills per 


page, would have amounted to $15,884 40. 
Deduct this sum from the amount actually 


practical use, but which rendered the volumes 
inconveniently large. ‘This defect the joint 


understanding with the publishers of the Globe 
that but one index shall be supplied; and in 
accordance with this arrangement the two 


This will be 


The Daily Globe has a very small circula- 


| lation; the number of copies issued, includ- 
| ing those furnished members of Congress, will 


probably not exceed one thousand. There is 


| therefore no actual benefit derived by either 
| ourselves or our constituents from publishing 
|| the laws and resolutions of Congress in that 


paper at $10 30 per column, and still less 
necessity or use for burying them in the quarto 
edition at two mills per page. Congress has 


| provided for the publication of the laws by 
|| Little, Brown & Co., under the supervision 
| of the State Department, and their edition 


is the only one recognized as authentic in any 
court of the country. The Congressional 
Printer is also authorized to print the laws 
in a cheap and convenient form. Of the 
volumes issued by him we are allowed a few 


| copies annually for distribution among our 


constituents, and the law permits any one to 
buy them of the Congressional Printer at the 
No one, 


for the laws. We paid during the het & First 
Congress for publishing laws and resolutions 


| in the Globe, as follows: 


307 columns Daily Globe, $10 30 per col- 
IT en eee SEE ES hii ceecainbatiebhciens $3,162 10 


| 3,062,200 pages quarto Globe, two milis per 


IROL ds iid osndcdete Sih eessuck scemenitenadnahbubub abide 6,124 40 





Making a total sum Of..............s0ssceeeeees se0e$9,280 50 
which was absolutely thrown away. Shall we 
continue this useless expenditure? . 

Beside the saving we shall make by omit- 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





February 3. 





—: 
ting the duplicated indexes and the laws from 
future volumes of the Globe, the expense m; 
be further reduced somewhat by weedin “igh 
certain matter which perhaps should — 
properly appear in the daily, but should ed 
be transferred to the quarto edition Fe 
instance, petitions and bills for the establish. 
ment of post roads, which in the House are 
presented under the rule, with all similar ary 
ter presented in the Senate, occupy probably 
two hundred pages of the quarto editio, 
which, being multiplied by the number of 
copies published, make 2,440,000 pages 
amounting, at two mills per page, to $4 sx) 
Now, it may be well enough, if we continue the 
publication of the Globe, to have the daily 
mention the fact that these petitions were ce 
sented and referred to their appropriate com. 
mittees, because by sending the petitioner ¢ 
copy of the paper we inform him that we haye 
discharged our duty in this regard, and are 
thus saved the trouble of writing him a lette; 
But can we on the ground of recognizing and 
upholding the right of petition, which every 
American regards as sacred, justify ourselves 
before our constituents for an expenditure of 
nearly $5,000 a Congress to preserve this use. 
less matter? 

You say the petitions are the people's. | 
answer, the money isthe people’s, drawn from 
them by taxation, and they will not approve 
of its expenditure upon a flimsy pretext that 
has in it not the shadow of sense or logic, 
The petitioner's memorial is received by Con- 
gress, referred to a committee, where it is care: 
fully preserved ; the journal of the comwitteg 
records the date of its reception, the subject- 
matter to which it refers, and the final action 
in regard to it; when reported back, the Globe 
indicates that the prayer of the petitioner is 
either granted or refused. What more can 
the sacred right of petition require? Certainly 
nothing further. The more important petitions 
and memorials are now printed at length in 
the body of the Globe; will not the mere state. 
ment of the fact in the daily that the others 
are received and referred be sufficient? 

There is another consideration that may very 
properly be urged in favor of this reduction. 
By omitting this and other unimportant mat- 
ter from the quarto we not only render the 
volumes more convenient in size, but we lessen 
the cost of them to the people. I do notknow 
that any one ever buys the Congressional 
Globe, but at a reduced price some might 
even desire to purchase it. It fills upa library 
very well, and toa man who does not under 
stand that it is never referred to it looks like 
business, and may help to give a reputation 
for industry and learning which can be turned 
to good account. By reducing the index, omit- 
ting the publication of the laws, and leaving 
the columus of the daily Globe occupied by 
unimportant petitions out of the quarto edi- 
tion, we ought to reduce the cost ot the Globe 
over $72,000, and at the.same time render it 
more convenient and valuable. 

There is much other matter entirely worth- 
less, and much which can be of but little pos- 
sible value toany one, that might very properly 
be left out of the quarto, but as the omission 
of this would touch to some extent upon what 
are called the debates, I presume Congress 
wiilinsist upon its preservation. I fear, there- 
fore, that the only material reduciion of ex- 
penditure we are likely to make has heen 
already suggested. Ten dollars and thirty 
cents per cdlumn is as low, probably, as the 
proceedings can be published in the Daily 
Globe. ‘This, to one not acquainted with tle 
peculiar difticulties under which the publishers 
labor, may seem an extravazant assertion, for 
it is well known that ordinarily the cost of put 
ting matter of the same length of the Globe 
column, in brevier tyre, is $2 "S$; nonparcil, 
$4 66, and for tabular work double raies. 
Bat these rates for ordinary work afford us 10 
idea of the cost of producing the Daily Globe. 
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In the first place, the publishers are required 
. employ the best corps of reporters in the 
“orld. hese reporters must not only be able, 
“mid the confusion which so often prevails 
hore, to catch every word addressed to the 
Jouse, bat they must dress it into shape, pre- 
corviNg at the same time, so far as possible, 
e precise language and argument of the 
eaker. We tumble into their ears oftentimes 
, muddy stream, which filters through their 
brains and drips from their finger-tips clear 
gud bright. It often sounds horribly, but they 
gake it read tolerably well. Some of us are 


! 
| 


— 





xauting in respect for the king’s English ; they || 


gre not. Our eloquence and logic are often too 
-resistible for grammatical restraints; they 
refully gather the words and marshal them 
n proper lines. 


-inth of words; they clear away the redundant 
-yetoric and carefully capture the idea, and 
nut it in its proper place. It often requires 
quite an effort even for them to chase it down, 
and sometimes they find the alarm was false, 
and that there was no idea after all; but they 
do their best. Occasionally we get up and roar 
foran hour at the top of our voices, and would 
have no listeners were it not that these patient 
and long-suffering men are paid for listening. 
Once in a long while we jump to our feet, wild 
with indignation over some reflection made 
ipon the section of country we have the honor 
in part to represent, and throw up such a tor- 
rent of mud as might eclipse the worst geyser 
onthe Yellowstone. Others may escape to the 
cloak-room and console themselves with a 
cigar until the danger is past, or fly across the 
avenue and revive their spirits with a glass of 
Bourbon; but these gentlemen must stay and 
take it; there is no escape for them. They 
guard, maintain, and uphold the dignity of the 
American Congress. They are well paid, I 
hope, and should be. ‘They get $4 50 per 
column for all matter which goes into the 


Globe, including speeches written out and | 
read, extracts from reports, books, and news- || 


papers read at the Clerk’s desk, matter that 
very often they never see. For everything, in 
fact, which serves to make up or enter into 
the proceedings of Congress they are paid by 
the publishers $4 50 per column, and at the 
end of every session we manifest our appre- 
ciation of their services and our gratitude by 
voting them additional compensation. This 


extra compensation for the years 1869 and | 


1870 amounted to $26,482 58. Congress has 
voted to the Globe reporters during the last 


sixteen years, in the way of extra compensa- | 


tion, $176,936 89. This amount we unjustly 
charge up to the Globe in estimating its cost, 


but we might with the same propriety vote | 
extra compensation to the compositors, proof: || 
readers, and foreman in the Globe oflice, and | 


charge that up also. 

I append a statement, showing in detail the 
amount paid as additional compensation to 
reporters of the Congressional Globe: 








TEED. ths sbok Fesedcdlibendvscctinsbbcbabeatensh ceose bBivedieke $13,400 00 
MTG biastesctcioutbabcaecee pets tanks dicRinkesisdcbdeatencela 4,000 00 
i Sc 4,000 00 
eee ee ee Oe "13/600 00 
186) 7,200 00 
1861 7,200 00 
Ra Nana 10,400 0 
1863 "000 
1864 7,000 00 
1865 8.000 00 
1865 15,135 66 
BON oscssesanas . 17,803 91 
1868 “" 95'581 81 
1869... « 12,985 93 | 
187) 13,525 55 | 
187] 12,957 03 
OR se i aa lcdadchetes obi idaph seus $176,936 89 





The daily sessions of Congress commence at 
twelve o'clock, and about one the matter be- 
£ins to pour into the Globe office. The session 
may end in an honr; in that event one or two 
compositors could put the proceedings in type. 

rit may run until midnight and require the 
Services of fifty compositors. The force of 


Our impetuosity sometimes | 
shoots over the idea and leaves us in a laby- | 











proof-readers, foreman, and compositors must 
(under the old contract) always be sufficient 


to dispose of fifty columns of matter, if there | 


be that much, before breakfast the next morn- | 


ing; and if there be but an hour’s work for 
one man, the force must still remain the same. 
The contractor cannot discharge and take on 
force at any hour. Like a general in the field, 
he must have his troops in readiness to move 
at any moment. ‘To-day a few men on the 


| picket line may answer every purpose, but 


to-morrow the advancing columns of the enemy 
may render the whole force barely sutflicient 
forthe necessities of the hour. This force must 
all be retained, therefore, and paid the same 
rate per diem whether idle or busy. Fifty 


columns of matter may any day pour into the | 


Globe office between one o’clock p. m. and 
midnight, which must be put in type, corrected, 
printed, folded, and delivered to the earliest 
morning mail. We can readily understand 
that this cannot be done as cheaply per col- 
umn as ordinary work, received in the ordin- 
ary way, and affording stea dy employment, 
at regular working hours. 

Another item which renders this work ex- 
ceptional should also be considered. Many of 
the speeches are revised after they have been 
put intype. Messengers carry the proof-slips 
to all parts of the city, between nine o'clock 
at night and four o’clock in the morning, to 


| give the authors an opportunity to make cor- 


rections. Since the speeches were delivered 
the authors have had time to cool down, and 
many sentences uttered in the heat of debate 


| require pruning, or possibly some additions to 


render them perfectly intelligible. Sentences 
are therefore remodeled, paragraph after para- 
graph either stricken out or added, and it 
sometimes occurs that men make one speech 
and print another, so that it very often happens 
that the alterations are so great that it is less 
trouble for the compositor to reset the entire 
speech than to make the corrections. Even 
after the matter bas been transferred to the 
quarto form and been stereotyped corrections 


| have been permitted which required the reset- 


ting of type that had been distributed, and the 
restereotyping of whole pages to replace those 
destroyed. No ordinary rules, therefore, or 
ordinary experience, can reach the precise 
rate per column which will cover the cost of 


| this work. 


Again, the publishers of the Globe are com- 
pelled to employ the best proof-readers that 
can be obtained. ‘These readers of proof must 
be able to follow the argument or thought of 
a speech as well as the mere letter; they must 
see that the sense is not marred by the omis- 


| sion of a period, comma, or semicolon, and this 


must be done late at night, and with great rapid- 
ity, for time will not wait on much reflection 
or reference. Before the city is thoroughly 
awake in the morning the Globe must be ready 
for distribution, and must be typographically 
as perfect as under the circumstances it can 
possibly be made. In view of all this lam 
satisfied that the price paid for the Daily Globe 
has been low enough, possibly lower than the 
work was actually worth, and in this conclu- 
sion I am sustained by practical printers who 
have had considerable experience, and who 
have had no interest in the matter, other than 
a desire to reach an honest conclusion after a 
thorough investigation of the subject. 

The profit which Rives & Bailey have made 
out of their contract they obtained from print- 
ing the quarto edition. 
as [ have before stated, gave them two mills 
per page for transferring the matter from the 
daily to the quarto. This work could be done 


| 
| 
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While two 


lights, and repairs to machinery. 


| mills per page seemed a small sum, itamounted 
| in the aggregate to a very large one. 


Twelve 
thousand three hundred and ninety-one copies 


| of the quarto edition (eighty for each Senator, 


twenty-four for each member, and one hundred 


| forthe Library) made 158,779,865 pages, and 


| amountedto $317,558 73. 


The contract of 1869, | 


leisurely, and the force needed for it could find | 


steady employment at regular hours. The mat- 
ter already in type was taken from the daily, 
put in quarto form, and stereotyped. There- 
after copies of the quarto edition could be 


multiplied to any extent, for a price which | 


would cover the cost of press-work, paper, 
ink, and a small allowance for wastage, fuel, 


| $65,000. 


The actual cost of 
doing this work, making all proper allowances 
for capital invested, wear of type and machin- 
ery, rents, &c., willnot exceed one and a half 
mills per page. : 

The profit of the publishers on the quarto 
Globe furnished to the Forty-First Congress 
amounted probably to $79,389 68, and their 
net profit for the two years on the entire work, 
including the Daily as well as the Congres 
sional Globe, could not have been less than 
Is this too much? I leave gentle- 


/men to answer the question for themselves, 


and beg that they will not conclude, from any 
thing I have said, that I believe Rives & Bailey 


| received more than they were fairly entitled to 


for doing the work. All must confess that it 
was mostadmirably done, and I doubt whether 
anybody else in the world could do it so well. 
But what I mean to assert is that the cost of 
the work we authorized them to do and paid 
them for doing is infinitely greater than any 
benefit which it will ever confer upon the 
country. 

Speech-making is one of the expensive lux- 
uries of our civilization. If our constituents 
realized that each ten-column speech, which 
few of them have the perseverance to read, 
cost the Government $1,384, there would be 
a greater demand for silent men in the future 
than there has been in the past, and the dit- 
ference which the intelligent reader would very 
readily strike between what the speech actu- 
ally cost the country and its real value would 
neither be satisfactory to himself, if atax-payer, 
nor complimentary to the orator. 

There have been men in other Congresses, 
not any, of course, in this, who, prompted po 
sibly by a fondness for display, or a desire to 
refresh the memories of others in respect to 
well-known facts, or to render themselves com 
fortable by permitting an old idea to be born 
again, have cost the Government $50,000 a 
Congress, and received only $5,000 a year for 
their prodigious outlay of muscle and wind. 
Can it be doubted that republics are ungrateful ? 
These statesmen, instead of being sent to 
Congress on such a miserable pittance per an- 
num, to wear themselves out by the strain upon 
their physical system, consequent upon their 
frequent deliveries, should have been provided 
with comfortable quarters at a respectable 
State institution, where, in their supremest 
efforts, they might have been relieved some 
what by a judicious and timely application of 
the strait-jacket. 

The proposition submitted by Rives & Bailey 
for continuing the publication of the Globe 
asks $10 30 per column for plain matter, two 
and a half times that amount for indexes and 
tabular work, and two mills per page for trans 
ferring the same to the quarto edilion. This 
is an increase. Under the old contract we 
paid $10 30 per column for all matter, but the 
old plan of duplicating the indexes being dis- 
continued, will, even at the increased rates per 


-column demanded by Rives & Bailey, enable 


us to print, according to their estimate, the 
same number of pages of debates during the 
present Congress that were printed during the 
last for $18,000 less than we then paid. 

In justice to Rives & Bailey we should, as 
soon as possible, provide for continuing the 
Globe or determine to discontinue it. If j.er- 
mitted by the Committee on Printing, I shall 
at an early day test the sense of the House on 
this subject by offering a resolution to discon- 
tinue the Globe on and after the 4th of March 
next. Should that resolution be voted down 
I shall, if permitted, present a resolution sim- 
ilar to that adopted in 1869, authorizing the 


| joint Committee on Printing to contract with 








Sh 
6 pre iblishers for the work if it can 
be done at satisfactory rates, and if not, to 
ive the debates reported and printed under 


, direction of the Congressional Printer at 
the Government Printing Office. 

or the information of the House, | ask 
permission to print, as a part of my remarks, 
a communication from Rives & Bailey on the 
ubject I have been discussing: 


CONGRESSIOD 


1\L GLope Orrices, 
Wasuinaton, D. C., February 2, 1872. 


Dear S1 In answer to your verbal inquiries as 
the cause of increase in the cost to the Govern- 
ment of the publication ofthe debates of Congress 


bh and Forty 
iy that the causes are 


First Congresses, we have 
’ twofold, namely: in the 
first place, increased service, and in the second 
place, increased compensation. 

Up to the Thirty-Kighth Congress, the work had 
tante-war prices, which had not for sey- 
ral years reimbursed expendituresuponit. During 
that Congress we offered the Government the option 
if paying an increase of fifty per cent. upon the 
rates paid forthe then current work, or of remuner- 
ting us by the purchase from us of an accumulation 
of old books then on hand. Congress very wisely 
chose the latter alternative, and thus secured not 


tor the Fortiet 


yeen done a 


only the mtinued publication of its debates at 
practically the old rates, but obtained for the use 
of its members many valuable sets of the only full 
history extant of the legislation of this country for 


the pre thirty 
repealed thi urrangs 
provided for 


years, Subsequent legislation 
ment, (law of July 4, 1864,) and 
inviting proposals for reporting and 
printing the debates, which resulted in the forma- 
tion ol t between the General Government 
nd ourselves for doing that work for the Forty-First 
Congress, at rates agreed upon after mature deliber- 
ition of all parties, 

[his contract ignored the purchase of back vol- 
umes, much to our satisfaction, as the stock on hand 
had become very largely reduced, and the value of 
the remainder much enhanced. Further, the neces- 
sity of reprinting, in order to continue thus to sup- 
ply them, had by that time come to consume much 
of the profits upon their sale. 

So much for one of the causes of increase in the 


euih 


acontra 


aggregate cost of this work done for Congress. The | 
other reason for such increase is to be found in 
the increased service rendered. The Thirty-Eighth 
ind Thirty-Ninth Congresses consisted each of but 
two sessions, while the Fortieth and Forty-First 

id thre ions each (And further, while in the 
Lhirty-] th and Thirty-Ninth Congresses many 
States were unrepresented, in the Fortieth and 
Forty-First the representation was full. These 

litionul members were supplied with the cus- 
tomary quota of Globes, and the service was thus 
very materially extended. 

\cain, the service was further enlarged by a more 
h ugh index tothedebates. ‘The indexes having 


been insuflicient and unsatisfactory, it was determ- 
ned during the Thirty-Ninth Congress, in a con- 
nace with the Committee on Printing, based upon 
L resolution which bad been referred to them, that 
a fuller and more systematic index should be sup- 
plied, a plan for which was, after considerable delib- 
eration, devised and submitted to the committee, as 
well as to several members of each House, and the 

ume baving received their approbation, the index 
was executed upon that method during the Fortieth 
and Forty-First Congresses. 

There was no increase in the rates paid for the 
current work of any Congress until the Forty-First, 
when the price per column of the Daily Globe was 

omewhat increased. It was expected that this in- 
crease would enable us to do the current work of 
that Congress without the incidental aid derived 
from the sale of back volumes. Said increase did 
not mect our expectations; but we faithfully kept 

unises nade in our contract, and have not 
‘ omp!) Lined. 

Tne index to the work for the first session of the 
present Congress has been supplied to only one of 
the two volumes, in accordance with the wishes of 
the Committee on Printing, and our proposition now 

efore that committee, and we are preparing the 
index for the current session upon the same plan. 
the cost of the index execeds by far that of any 
ther matter prepared for the Globe. 

Ihe proposition for a new contract, submitted to 
the joint committee in February of last year, re- 
tueces the quantity of work to be done, by limiting 
the turnishinge of the index to a single volume of 
the quarto edition, instead of inserting it in each 
volume, as has been done from the Thirty-Third 
Congress, inclusive—a period of eighteen years. A 
caretul examination shows that should the debates 
of the Forty-Second Congress make the same num- 
ber of pages as were filled by the matter of the Forty- 
Virst, the cost to the Government will be reduced 
jor this Congress in the sum of more than eighteen 
thousand dollars. Should Congress adjourn at the 
end of May, as has been proposed, and agreed to by 
the Senate, instead of sitting tillthe middle of July, 
us in the long session of the Forty-First Congress, 
the cost will be still further reduced, and our propo- 
sition now before the committee will be rendered 
proportionately less profitable than it promised 
to be at the time it was submitted. . That proposi- 
tion was the result of long and careful deliberation 
on our part, and not of hasty conclusions. Cireum- 
stances have combined to cause the lapse ofnearly a 
year, without any definite action upon that proposi- 
tion by the committee; during which time we have 


fer 
sOre 


the pre 


done the work to the general satisfaction of Con- 
gress Without as yet having received any pay there 
for. Thisdelay was wholly unexpected by us, and no 
less so, are we sure, by the committee, as then or now 
constituted; and we confidently expect Congress will 
authorize the committee to provide, in any agree- 
ment with us, indemnification for such pecuniary 
sacrifices as we have been compelled to make by 
reason of thisdelay. The interest on the debt which 
we have carried, are still carrying, and must continue 
to carry,with its daily increasing weight, will absorb 
a very large proportion of the profits we had hoped 
to derive from the work we have done. The un- 
avoidable anxiety and annoyance to which we have 
been subjected by this delay cannot be compensated 
by any possible profits under the proposed contract. 
We are not aware, however, that the state of incer- 
titude in which we have lived for the past year has 
in any manner impaired the quality of service ren- 
dered; but we cannot consent to be kept longer in 
this unsettled condition, and must ask most earn- 
estly that the committee speedily take up and dis- 
pose of this case, Jest we soon reach the point toward 
which we are steadily drifting, namely, a position 
where we shall be compelled to ask to be relieved 
from the work. 
We are, most respectfully, yours, 
F. & J. RIVES & GEO. A. BAILEY, 
Proprietors of the Globe. 
Ilon. Joun Bearry, Chairman Committee on Printing, 
House of Representatives. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 
Mr. WAKEMAN. Mr. Speaker, the Sen- 


ate of the United States, a few weeks ago, | 


appointed «a committee to investigate certain 
matters, and especially in reference to the 
custem-house at New York. In that investi- 
gation I discovered, in the testimony of Hon. 
Horace Greeley, references made to myself. 
The impression he seems to try to convey is 
that in the State of New York removals have 
been made by reason of men being what he 
calls ‘‘ Fenton men,’’ and my own action in 
my district is referred to as evidence tending 
to prove the allegation made by him. I wish 
to say here that there have been a few removals 
only in my district, and no one of them has 
been made by reason of the person removed 
being a ‘* Fenton man.’’ Other reasons and 
considerations operated entirely. 

Then too, sir, | wish to correct here what I 
believe to be an erroneous impression in refer- 
ence to the Republicans of New York. Ii 
has been represented that in the coming con- 
test if Grant shall be renominated, as he surely 
will be, no reliance can be placed on the men 
called ‘‘ Fenton men?’ in New York. I can 
speak, sir, only for the twenty-ninth congres- 
sional district in New York; I have no right 


| to speak for other portions of the State ; but I 


| 


ul 


say here that [do not know a Fenton man in 
my district who will not heartily support Gen- 
eral Grant if he be renominated. More than 
that, Ido not know one who is not in favor of 
his renomination. Unfortunately, perhaps, to 
a certain extent, there have been some differ- 
ences between Senator ConkKLING and Senator 
Fenton, but I do not believe that when you 
come to the question of voting for the nominee 
of the Republican party there is a Republican 
in New York who will not vote for the nom- 
inee of the Republican party. Because Sen- 
ator CONKLING’S term is about to expire, it is 
claimed by some that the success of Senator 
CoNKLING in being reélected would in pointof 
fact be an adverse result to Senator Fenron, 
| have no real doubt that in 1873 Senator 
ConkLinG will be returned to the Senate of 
the United States by the voice of the Repub- 
licans of that State ; but if this be done, it will 
not of necessity condemu the course pursued 
by Senator Fenron. It will not be adverse to 
him especially, for his term does not expire 
until 1875. The Republicans of New York, 
sir, look with admiration upon the course pur- 
sued by Senator l'EnToN in days gone by, when 
he was the Representative ot the Chatauqua 
district in this Hall, and when he was Gov- 
ernor of the State of New York during the 
great perils through which the country passed. 
They remember with gratitude the course he 
then took. They remember kindly, too, the 
time when he stood between vast and gigantic 
corporations and the people of the State of 
New York. 

But when you come to the question of the 
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integrity of the party, and its very existen: 
why, I apprehend these men will be ¢.. 
shoulder to shoulder with other good and tri: 
Republicans in the coming contest. aca 
they have been identified with the inter: ae 
perils and hopes of the Republican party sin... 
its formation, and they cannot we!| now “a 
their backs on that party. And while = 
may have supposed, while our opponents 
have thought, perhaps, that they would 
something in the State of New York. let me 
predict here that if we have a fair ballot aud 
an open count in that State, so that the try. 
result of the election shall be known and would 
be known, the State of New York in 187» 
will proclaim herself for the nominees of th. 
Philadelphia convention. 
While I am on the floor, allow me to say . 
_few words more in reference to the comine 
contest. Our opponents, since they have di. 
covered that General Grant is to be the nom 
inee of the Republican party, of course haye 
found all sorts and kinda of faults with hin 
_ and his administration. But they have found 
fault with him in one particular where | thip} 
lies a great deal of his strength. The positioy 
concerning which they have attacked him mos; 
bitterly is this: they say that General Gran, 
keeps himself within his shell, that he wil] no; 
speak or write; they say he will not write 
letters, that he will not make speeches. [y 
that I think he shows his wisdom. Who 
does not remember, especially if he was an o}d 
Henry Clay Whig, that the great statesman of 
| Kentucky, when the whole nation was looking 
to him, when in him the nation’s hopes were 
centered, when he was a candidate for the 
Presidency of the United States, wrote his 
celebrated Alabama letter? He wrote that 
letter to a man living in Alabama, a State that 
never cast a Whig vote and was never expected 
| to cast one. ‘That fatal letter cost him the yote 
of the State of New York. New York was los 
to the Whigs by a little over five thousand 
votes, and Henry Clay was defeated, and d 
feated forever, for writing that letter. Who 
_does not believe that if at that time Henry 
| Clay had omitted to write that letter he would 
have been President of the United States? 
And if he had been, I have thought sometimes 
that we would have escaped the difficulties w: 
have passed through during the late civil war. 

And although the gentleman who now repre- 
sents the Ashland district of Kentucky | Mr. 
Beck] is 2 Democrat, and an ardent partisan, 
yet | often look upon him with a sort of admi 

| ration, from the fact that he represents th 
former district of Henry Clay. I feel as though 
anything from the district was like a relic 
from that sacred spot, which I must look upon 
| with kindness and forbearance. 

Who does not recollect that another candi- 
date for the Presidency wrote a letter, anda 
very unfortunate letter? I do not say he would 
have been elected President if he had not 
written that letter. I refer to the ‘‘ hasty plate 
of soup” letter of General Scott. Sur, the 
mighty general who defeated the forces ol 
Great Britain at Lundy’s Lane, who marched 
our army into the city of Mexico, was no! 
equal to writing a letter, especially if he 
was to be answered by that able and shrewd 
politician, William L. Marey. I do not say 
he would have been successful if he had not 
written that letter; but I do say that that 
‘hasty plate of soup’’ letter was most untor 
tunate at the time. 

Another letter has been written lately, and 
I was sorry to see it; I wish it had not been 
written. It was a letter written by a man who 
probably has done as much for the Republican 
party as any living man. It is the letter wr 


found 


S0me 
May 
Zain 


ten by a man who pointed out to the Democ- 
‘acy how they could have succeeded in 1868 
it they had nominated Chief Justice Chase. 
He is the man who wrote a letter saying, ** 
am uot the candidate you want; the Demo- 
cratic party are tending to free trade, and [am 
|| a ferocious protectionist.’’ It is a letter point 
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ag out to them how they could succeed in 
spposition to the life-long policy of Horace 
Greeley. 1 think that was an unfortunate let- 
ver for him to write ; and if General Grant 
could be betrayed into writing such letters, 
our friends on the other side would have a god- 
-end on Which ta go into the contest in the 
coming fall. ; 

But there is another letter that has been 
written, and but for that letter 1 am not pre- 
pared to say what might have been the result 
of the political campaign of 1868; at all events 
che canvass would have been a little closer than 
was. Lhe Democracy in 1868 took as their 
standard-bearers Mr. Seymour for President 
and Fravcis P. Buair as Vice President, the 
latter of whom was the author of the letter 
‘rom which I ask the Clerk to read an extract. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“There is but one way to restore the Government 
and the Constitution, and that is for the President- 
elect to declare these act null and void, compel the 
Army to undo its usurpations at the South, disperse 
the carpet-bag State governments, allow the white 
people to reorganize their own governments, and 
elect Senators and Representatives, The House of 
Representatives will contain a majority of Demo- 
crats from the North, and they will admit the Rep- 
resentatives elected by the white people of the South; 
and with the codperation of the President, it will 
not be difficult to compel the Senate to submit once 
more to the obligations of the Constitution. It will 
not be able to withstand the public judgment, if dis- 
tinctly invoked and clearly expressed on this funda- 


mental issue; and it is the sure way to avoid all | 
fature strife to put the issue plainly to the country.” | 


Mr. WAKEMAN. While the Democracy 
placed Governor Seymour on their ticket upon 
a platform apparently loyal, they nominated 
General Biair for Vice President in conse- 
quence of having written that letter, and the 
result is known to the country. Now, if Gen- 
eral Grant could be betrayed into writing such 
a letter as that, or some other letter, or making 


some speech, or drawing some resolution, our | 
friends on the other side would have some | 


prospect of success, which they have not now; 
and the very fact that General Grant does not 


do so shows him to be a candidate who has | 


strength, as they will acknowledge some day. 
Mr. NIBLACK. 


Murphy when he accepted his resignation? 
Mr. WAKEMAN. If the gentleman will 
produce that letter I shall be very glad to read it. 
Mr. NIBLACK. [suppose the gentleman 
has read it. 


Mr. WAKEMAN. Ihave readit; andI may | 


come to that question before I get through. 
Mr. Speaker, as connected with the history of 
that party that is now seeking to supplant 
General Grant and the Republican party, | 
wish to call attention to the second resolution 
of the platform of that party in 1864. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


* Resolved, That this convention docs explicitly 
declare, as the sense of the American people, that 
after four years of failure to restore the Union by 
the experiment of war, during which, under the pre- 
tense of a military necessity, of war power higher 
than the Constitution, the Constitution itself has 


been disregarded in every part, and public liberty | 


and private right alike trodden down, and the mate- 
rial prosperity of the country enenne impaired, 
Justice, humanity, liberty, and the publ 

demand that immediate efforts be made for a cessa- 
tion of hostilities, with a view to an ultimate con- 


vention of the States, or other peaceable means, to | 


the end that at the earliest 
pease may be restored on the 
Jnion of the States.” 

Mr. WAKEMAN. Mr. Speaker, while the 
eyes of the nation were turned in the direction 
of the Army of the Republic, a great party met 
in convention and adopted the resolution just 
read as a part of the platform on which they 
proposed to goto the country. If they had 
not adopted that unwise resolution, though I 
do not say they would have succeeded, they 
would in my judgement have obtained a great 
many more votes than they did. Sir, before the 
gentlemen who composed that convention had 
fairly got to their homes, important victories 
were won by our generals in the field. From 


wracticable moment 
asis of the Federal 


[ have a little curiosity to | 
know what the gentleman from New York | 
[Mr. Wakeman] thinks of the recent letter | 
of President Grant indorsing ex-Collector | 


ic welfaro | 


jl ; =F ae , a ee ee ad 
| | does not recollect the history of legislation in 


the cannon’s mouth the answer was given to 
that resolution. Victory followed victory until 
the surrender at Appomattox Court-House. 

Now, sir, if our friends on the other side 
| had not written any letters, had not passed 
| any resolutions, had not made any speeches, 
they would, | apprehend, have been much 
stronger than they were in the two canvasses 
to which I have referred. 

I might refer, Mr. Speaker, to another cele- 
brated instance of a man, perhaps the first in 
this nation, the great Daniel Webster bimself. 
When he made his speech of 7th of March, 
1850, he gave the death-blow to any aspiration 
he may have entertained of reaching the Pres- 
idency of tbe United States. There was after 
that no hope he would accomplish the object 
of his ambition. I do not say he would have 
been President if he had not made that speech, 
but I do say that when he undertook to 
| defend the fugitive slave law in 1850, and 
| proclaimed himself in favor of the compro- 
mise measure, so called at that. time, he gave 
up whatever chance be may have had for 
securing the Presidency. 

It was proclaimed by our friends on the 
other side that past issues were to be buried. 
| They said, ‘* Let the dead bury the dead ;”’ 
| that ‘‘ the issues of the war have been disposed 
| of, and now let us get at something else.’’ It 
| would have been wise for them had they car- 
ried out that policy. But what has been their 
history? All the way through, ever since the 

war, whenever an Opportunity was afforded to 
| them to place themselves upon the record, 
| they kept right along with the same old policy 
| they pursued during the war. When the war 
| broke out it is not surprising our friends on 
| the other side were embarrassed, because ald 
of the States in the South which went into 
rebellion were Democratic States. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that our friends on the 
| other side were embarrassed as to what policy 
| they should pursue. When secession and 
rebellion ended in open war, the Democratic 
| party of the North began to look at its own 
position at home. The result was that they 
were placed in a position from which | appre- 
heud they can never rise again, because the 
record of their sympathy with those who 

fought against the Government is too plainly 
| written upon our political history ever to be 
forgotten. 

Of course they have said ‘* We will bury the 
past.’’ Now, let us see whether they have done 
any such thing. Howhave they done it? I 
know that a ‘‘ new departure ’’ was proclaimed 
by them during the last winter or spring, in 





all, Ever since then, whenever they have 
had a chance to place them upon the record 


done? I need only refer to the resolution 
offered by Mr. Witson, of Indiana, about the 
13th of March last, in reference to the action 
of the Indiana senate, in which he proposed 


amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States should be considered as a ‘‘ finality.’’ 
This was after the celebrated Vallandigham 
new departure. The yeas and nays being 
called upon the resolution, every Democrat 


tion to make those amendments of the Consti- 
tution a ‘‘ finality.’ If our friends on the 
other side are disposed to let the dead bury the 
dead, and to let the past be forgotten, why 
then did they put themselves upou the record 
against the new departure proclaimed by some 
of their leaders? It is because they cannot 
forget their record during the war, for it is a 
part and parcel of the history of their party. 
Later in the history of the first session of 
this Congress it was published through the 
length and breadth of the land that gross out- 
| rages had been committed in the South. A 
| committee was ordered, but before it could be 
sent to the field of its duties the famous Ku 
|| Klux bill was brought into the House. Who 


which, however, the pariy did not agree at | 


in reference to the late war, what have they | 


that the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth | 


present and voting voted against the resolu- | 


| the Tribune ?”’ 
| expect of them. 
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reference to that bill? Who does not recol- 
lect the able debate upon that bill? Who does 
not recollect that the best talent of the Demo- 
eratic side of the House was brought forward 
against it? They did not take ground in favor 
of these outrages. They are as kindly as any- 
body else. They have hearts as sympathetic 
as other. men. They, however, denied the 
existence of these outrages. They proclaimed 
the Republicans were getting up something by 
which they might be enabled to send the mili- 
tary into the South to control the elections 


of 1872. They denied the existence of the 
outrages. We passed the bill, however, and 


during the discussion they warned us that who- 
ever voted for the bill, unconstitutional as it 
was, would never be again returned to Con- 
gress, and that ‘‘ the places which knew them 
would know them no more forever.’’ Yet the 
Republican party adhered to what it deemed 
to be its duty to the couutry, and the bill 
became alaw. What hasbeentheresult? Is 
any one now prepared to state that no outrages 
have been perpetrated in the South, that there 
was nothing to investigate, that no law was 
required at our hands? I think not. Right 
here, as a part of the history of this transaction, 
l ask the Clerk to read an extract which | 
send to him. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

* T have listened with unmixed horror to some of 
the testimony which has been brought before you. 
The outrages proved are shocking to humanity; they 
admit of neither excuse or justification; they vio- 
late every obligation which law and nature imposes 
upon men; they show that the parties engaged were 
brutes, insensible to the obligations of humanity 
andreligion. ‘Che day will come, however, if it has 


| not already arrived, when they will deeply lament 


it. Evenif justice shall not overtake them, there 
is one tribunal from which there is no hope. It is 
their own judgment—that tribunal which sits in 
the breast of every living man, that small, still voice 
that thrills through the heart, the soul of the mind, 
and as it speaks gives happiness or torture—the 
voice of conscience, the voice of God, If it has not 
already spoken to them in tones which have startled 
them to the evormity of their conduct, l trust, in 
the merey of Heaven, that that voice will speak 
before they shall be called above to account for the 
transactions of this world. That it will so speak as 
to make them penitent, and that trusting in the dis- 
pensations of Heaven, whose justice is dispensed 
with mercy, when they shall be brought before the 
bar of their great tribunal, so to speak, that incom- 
prehensible tribunal, there will be found in the fact 
of their penitence, or in their previous lives, some 
grounds upon which God may say pardon.’’—NSpeech 
of Hon. Reverdy Johnson in Ku Klux trials, Decem 
ber 18. 


Mr. WAKEMAN. Those are not the words 


| of any Radical, not the words of any ‘** Black 


Republican,’’ but the words of Hon. Reverdy 
Johnson onthe trial of Mitchell, which recently 
took place in South Carolina. 

In the same connection let me read an 
extract from the speech of a gentleman on the 
other side who stands high in the Democratic 
party : 

‘** Perhapsthere are gentlemen on the opposite side 
of this Chamber who expect to derive much party 
benefit from the recent investigation into the out- 
rages of the South. In this they will be mistaken. 
It is true there have been crimes there, crimes that 
have made my blood boil with indignation when I 
heard their recital.’ 

The gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Voor- 
HuEES, | I believe, stands high in his party, and 
will be considered good authority on that sub- 
ject. Now, I submit whether or not the his- 
tory of the last three or four months since the 
close of the last session has not vindicated the 
Republican majority in both Houses of Con 
gress. And if any still deny the existence of 
the Ku Klux at the South, let them pay a visit 
to Albany, where a delegation has recently 
arrived, consisting, I believe, of some sixteen 
of the convicted criminals sent there under 
sentence. 

Mr. Speaker, I have said that the Repub- 
lican party, in my judgment, in 1872 would be 
a unit in New York. ButI may be met here 
with the question, ‘‘ What do you expect of 
the Greeley men there, the men who read 
I will tell you what I shall 

The Greeley men, as they 
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are called, the men who read the Tribune, 
are some of the strongest Republicans in 
New York. They have learned from Horace 
Greeley in years long gone by that Repub- 
lican principles were the principles to be sus- 
tained by the loyal people of the country, 
and while they have been readers of the 
‘Tribune, the very fact that they have read that 
paper has so fixed them in their Republicanism 
as that no one man can turn them from the 
path of duty. The men who have read the 
l'ribune—and there are a great many of them 
in the State of New York who have read it all 
along, year after year, during the last twenty 
years—are the last men that will go over and 
support a party whose record stands as does 
that of our opponents. Or, in case sir, they 
should abandon their old time-honored organ- 
ization and take up some Republican and put 
him upon the inek, do you suppose it would 
make any difference with the other Repub- 
licans? I ask my friends on this side of the 
House, would you vote for a Republican who 
would accept a Democratic nomination sooner 
than you would for Horatio Seymour, or even 
‘rank Blair himself? Why the very fact that 
men have taught us correct doctrines, if they 
should themselves turn their backs upon their 
doctrines, [| apprehend would make the Ke- 
publicans of New York see to it that they did 
not get quite as many votes as they would have 
done had they been out-and-out Democrats 
all their days. 

Then again, I would ask our friends on the 
other side, suppose you should nominate a 
Republican, or one who has been a Repub- 
lican—and I should hardly think he could be 
called a Republican who should accept their 
nomivation—in that case do you suppose you 
could control the Democracy? Ihave heard 
Democrats say, ‘‘If our organization is to be 
abandoned and I am compelled to vote for 





a Republican, give me General Grant of 


all Republicans that I know of.’’ And why? 
Because they remember with gratitude his 
services to his country. 


I repeat that you need expect no real trouble || 


And [| 


from the men who read the Tribune. 
redict right here that the morning after the 
Fidlsdubsbiaieoeventian alban anneal Mamie 
name shall be raised to the mast-head of other 
papers, that that morning also you will find 
his name floating at the mast-head of the Tri- 
bune. 


ination is made. 
of New York, and | may say of this Union, 


not only believe that General Grant has ren- | 


dered service to his country by the aid he gave 
in subduing the rebellion and preserving this 
nation intact, but they believe more. They 
helieve that he has been a wise and prudent 
President. Everything that was promised from 
his administration has been fulfilled, and more 
too. The public credit has been sustained, 
and every measure that was proclaimed as the 
policy of the Republican party has exceeded 
the expectations ofthe most sanguine Repub- 
licans. And while they remember this, they 
are quite satisfied to let well enough alone. 
They are quite satisfied to take him as their 
candidate again in 1872, and in doing so they 
can refer to the history of the last three years 
as @ guarantee of what may be expected in the 
four years to come. 

[ design to say but-a few words more on the 
subject of civil service reform, as it is called. 
l‘orone, I am ready to make a fair trial of the 
new reform, but | confess that I have not a 
great deal of confidence in it. Iconfess that I 
believe it would be very difficult to carry out 
any reform in the manner contemplated, but 
I am willing to give it a fair trial, and if it 
succeed, very well. Forone, ifI were to occupy 
i position in this House for years to come, 
which I do not expect to do, I should be very 
willing to be relieved from the responsibility 
of naming candidates for offices in my district. 


I believe that if we should pass a tenure-of:- 


Mr. Greeley cannot afford to turn his | 
paper over to the Democracy after the nom- | 
Sir, the people of the State || 


l| 
office bill, by which a man appointed to office } 
should be permitted to serve the term for which | 
| heis commissioned, and should not be removed | 
except for cause, it would relieve us from a great 
deal of difficulty; but Iam not prepared to say | 
that the opening of examinations to all within | 
the borders of the Republic as candidates for | 
office is exactly the proper plan. 
I never could find much fault with William 
LL. Marcy for proclaiming that ‘‘ to the victors 
belong the spoils of the vanquished.’’ That 
has been the doctrine of the country since the 
days of Andrew Jackson, and must to a certain 
extent be the doctrine of every party. We 
know very well what our friends on the other | 
side of the House would do if they came into 
power; and who would blame them for doing | 
it? If we open the civil service to examina- 
tion, men of all stripes and hues of party may 
come in for examination, and perhaps push 
aside some worn-out soldier, maimed in his | 
country’s service. If this system isto be car- | 
ried out, our Democratic friends will have the || 
same right to come in as any one else, and 
place themselves on record for examination ; 
and suppose they should, and that they should 
happen to succeed in the coming contest—I 
hardly think they believe they will—what con- || 
| dition will they be in? Why, if they should || 
find all the Departments filled up with rebels, |, 
/or rebel sympathizers, they would be very | 
much embarrassed indeed to know what to do. || 
I do not desire to place them in that position ; | 
_I do not think they are in any danger of being | 
placed in it; but if they should come into | 
| power they ought to be able to reap the benefit | 
of their victory by turning out nesebonsn \| 
and putting in their own men. 
- Then, again, if some Republican or half Re- 
publican, (1 do not know whether a kangaroo 





what would he find? 
around these Departments, some of them one- | 
armed and some of them one-legged, who per- || 

| 


haps, if required, to submit to an examination, | 
could not passit. Their early education might 
| be alittle defective. 
| show their stumps; they might make good | 
|| doorkeepers, or good messengers, and per- | 
| form many other duties, while they might not | 
|| be able to pass a competitive examination. | 


‘| Now, a Republican, elected by Democrats, if 

_ he looked back to his past history, to his past 

record to the party that made him all that he has | 
been, would be somewhat troubled what to do | 
in suchacase. I believe there would be great | 
difficulty in all this; yet let us try the system | 
and see how it will work. I do not, for one, | 
see how it will work ; in the case of postmasters, | 


| 


my village who could pass a good examina- | 
| tion for postmaster, and perhaps the highest 
'| selected might have the necessary qualifications | 
| tokeep his accounts all tight, but his tempera- 


| ment might be such that the people of the 1 
| 


locality would not desire him as postmaster. | 
| if they inquire for a letter, will really go and 
|| look for it, although he knows it is not there. 
| He must be a good-natured man. I confess | 
| 1 do not see how this system will work, but if | 
'| it will work, let us give it a fair trial; and in 
| my humble judgment it will be substantially, 
} and to a great extent, a failure. 
| than I expected to do when I arose in these 
random remarks of mine; and but for the fact 
| that my name has been connected with the 


of this country. 


for instance. Why, there area hundred menin | 


|| The people of the locality want some one who, | 
|| been ascertained and defined b 


| 
| 
| 
Mr. Speaker, I have occupied more time i which we are legislating to-day it has always been 
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entire destiny or performed all its duties 
There are certain other measures to be carriej 
out; and allow me to mention one right here 
I will say that the supplemental civil richts bil] 
of Senator SumMNER ought to pass this House. 
and to pass soon. When we understand tha: 
such a man as Frederick Deuglass is denje) 
the privileges of the steamboat, or of the sleey. 
ing-car, or of the Planters’ Hotel of St. Lonis 
even, then it is time, when we elaim equal 
rights for all men, that we should look to j; 


_and see that they all have their legal rights, 


In speaking of rights | do not mean socig) 
rights. The colored men in this country do 
not themselves ask for equal sociul rights. || 
that they ask is that when we have proclaimed 
that they are equal before the law. when we 


| have given them the ballot with which to pro- 


tect themselves, they shall also be protected jp 
the public conveyances; for they are no more 
to blame for being black than others are entitled 
to credit for being white; for they have the 
same God for their Creator that we have. And 
when men talk about social equality and all 
that, letme say to them, what many of them now 
know full weil, that this has no reference what. 
ever to that question. They ask it not, nor do 
I ask it for them. 

But I say there are many other measures for 
us to complete. We must go on and pay off 


| the public debt; we must bring our currency 


up to a gold standard; we must make such 


|| amendments to the tariff as shall be necessary 
1 for the purpose of protecting the Government 
| 


as well as protecting the men who do the labor 
_ There are various measures 
that the Republican party are committed to, 


| and which-I trust will be carried out. AndI 


| believe that the people will trust them to carry 

|| out those measures. 

would be at the head or the foot of the ticket, ) || 

W | 
ee tie CET Ck ee the Hone, 


PUBLIC LANDS, 


in relation to tho proper disposition to be made 
of the public Jands. His remarks will be pub- 


| lished in the Appendix, 
They might be able to | 


NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL FUND. 


| Mr. WALLS. Mr. Speaker, my remarks 
will be principally directed as in answer to the 
remarks made by the gentleman from Georgia, 
| [Mr. McIntyre, ] who it appears was in oppo- 
| sition to the bill establishing a national educa. 
tional fund as proposed by the Committec on 
| Education and Labor. 
| Thegentleman from Georgia, in his effort in 
| opposition to this bill, said that it was objec- 


‘| tionable because it interfered with State rights. 


I quote him: 


** The details of the original bill are objectionable 
| and ought to be objectionable to every man who 
feels any interest in his State government.”’ 


He then proceeded to tell us why the bill is 
objectivnable. I again quote him: 


* Why do Isayso? Simply from the fact that by 
the Constitution of the United States the powers of 
legislation have been distributed. How distributed? 
All those which the people of the country. desired 
the Congress of the United States to exercise have 
asce y the terms of the 
| Constitution, while all those powers which the peo- 
| ple desired should be pronipited to the States have 
also been defined and set forth in the same instru- 


|| ment. By the Constitution, all those powers which 


have not been delegated to the Congress of the 


|| United States, nor prohibited to the States, are 


reserved to the States themselves. Now, sir, since 


the organization of the General Government under 


|| understood that the power of regulating the common 


schools belonged exclusively to the States; and I 


|| am unwilling that Congress should take from the 
| States any of their reserved rights. The provisions 





|| investigation now going on in the city of New | 


| York, 
| felt it my daty to place myself right upon the | 
|| record so far as that question is concerned. | 
| _ I predict now, as I have already done, that || 
i the Republican party will go on triumphantly || 
| as it has done in the past; that the principles | 
|| of the Republican a are the same now that || 
| they have been; that they are as dear to the || 
|| Republicans now as in the past. I claim that |) 


the Republican party bas not fulfilled yet its || 


j 
“ 





| of the pending bill seek to vest the entire control of 


, I | this fund in the General Government without regard 
should not have said anything; yet I || to the will of the respective States.” 


If we did not understand those who keep up 


| this great clamor for State rights, we might be 


constrained to believe as the gentleman from 
Georgia, that no one had ai.y interest in their 
respective State governments but those who 
duly warn us against the infringements upon 
the rights of the States. But we understand 
them. We know what the cry about State 
rights means, and more especially when we 
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jear it produced as an argument against the 
establishment of a fund for the education of | 
‘be people. 

Judging from the past, I must confess that 
| am somewhat suspicious of such rights, 
inowing, a8 I do, that the Democratic party 
» Georgia, as wellasin all of the other south- | 
ern States, have been opposed to the education 
of the negro and poor white children. And 


| can, without doing that party any wrong, || 
safely and truthfully state that the Democratic || 


party to-day in Georgia, as well as in Florida, 
are opposed to the education of all classes. 
We know that the Democratic party used to 
argue that to educate the negro was to set him | 


free, and that to deprive him of all the ad- || 


vantages necessary to enable him to acquire | 
an education was to perpetuate his enslave- 
ment. Their argument against educating the 


poor whites was that the negro more directly || 


associated with the poor whites than with that | 


class who controlled the destinies of slavery. || 


Why, sir, so fearful were they that the negro 
would become educated, either through his 
own efforts or by the aid of some poor white 
person, they enacted laws prohibiting him from 


if a poor white person was caught teaching || 


a negro, he was whipped, or in some States 


by chance a negro did learn to read, and it 
was found out, he was whipped every time he 
was caught with a book, and as many times 
between as his master pleased. We must 
remember that this state of affairs existed only 
about six years ago, and this being the case, | 
is it unreasonable for us to suppose that the 
Democratic party of Georgia is opposed to the 
negro being included in the bill that proposes 
to establish an educational fund, and his being | 
educated outofthe public money? I think not. | 

The gentleman from Georgia also tells us | 
that he is in favor of seeing the schools of 
the country promoted, and we believe he is, 
but he wishes to promote them under the old 
system, which has so far been a failure in the 


South, and every fair-minded and unprejudiced || 


man will admit it. 


Mr. McINTYRE. 


correction there. 





It would seem that he seeks | 
to produce the impression upon the House that | 


am not. 


Mr. WALLS. The gentleman will be an- || 


I must | 
ask him not to interrupt me now, as I did not | 
interrupt him when he addressed the House. | 

The gentleman informs us also that the Geor- | 
gia Legislature has within the last twenty days | 


swered in the course of my remarks. 


appropriated $300,000 for the purpose of edu- | 
cation, and that the educational system is not | 
confined to the whites alone. He says that— | 
“Within the last twenty days the Legislature of 
Georgia has popropriaied $300,000 for the purpose of 

education; and that educational system is not con- 
fined to the whites alone.” 
He then informsus that the ‘‘colored people | 
of his State are entitled under the law to the | 
same rights that the whites willenjoy.’’ Mark | 

his words—entitled to the same rights that the 

whites will enjoy. This, Mr. Speaker, is very 
true; but will the colored people have an | 
opportunity, or be permitted to enjoy the same | 
rights that the whitesenjoy? Thisis the ques- 
tion. The echo of the past answers no! not 
while the Ku Klux Democracy are permitted | 
to burn the school-houses and churches be- | 
j 


while they shut the doors of the school-houses 
against the colored children, will the colored 
people of Georgia enjoy the same educational | 
advantages that the whites enjoy. 
We find that in July, 1783, the Georgia 
Legislature appropriated one thousand acres 
of land to We county for the support of free 
schools. In1784 the General Assembly appro- 
priated forty thousand acres of land for the 
endowment of a college or university. In 
1792 an act was passed by the Legislature ap- 


|| they called ‘* poor schools.’’ 


I should like to make a || 


| 
| 
| 
lam opposed to education, which, of course, I || 
| 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| propriating one thousand acres of land for the | 


, endowment of each of the county academies ; | 


|, $250,000 were appropriated in 1817 for the 


support of poor schools. Now, sir, we see that 
the Georgia Legislature prior to 1868 appro- 
priated thousands of acres of land for the sup- 
port of colleges, county academies, and free 


|, schools, but did Georgia have a free-school 


| system in operation prior to 1870? 
Again, we see that the Georgia Legislature 
appropriated $250,000 for the support of what 


ation was applied to the establishment of 
schools, did the poor white and colored chil- 
dren get an equal benefit of it? We are in- 
formed by Colonel J. R. Lewis that Georgia 
had indeed a very ‘‘ poor school” system prior 


|| to 1870, and no free schools in operation at 


all; Savannah and Columbus were the only 
places where they had any schools worthy of 
the name. I now quote from the report of the 
Commissioner of Education, who says: 

“The latest communication to this office, from a 
leading educator in Georgia, gives an encouraging 
account of the prospect that an excellent school law 


| just passed the Legislature. At present Savannah 


i ne . 
being educated even by his own master; and || and Columbus are the only cities in the State that 


|| have school systems worthy of the name.” 
The gentleman from Georgia also calls our || 


: -e || attention to what he thinks of the patriotism 
sold or compelled to leave the State; and if | existing in Georgia. 


He says: 

_ “I feel safe in expressing my belief that there is 

| intelligence and patriotism enough in the State of 

Georgia to-day to manage its proportion of this fund 

| properly if it is turned over to the State.” 

| I suppose he refers to that patriotism exist- 
ing among the colored people, or that which 





|| the whites have inculcated since May, 1865. 
|| Now, Mr. Speaker, if we judge of the patriot- 


|ism existing among the Democratic party in 
| Georgia to-day from the course that party has 
| pursued in that State relative to free schools 


| and the education of the negro, our conclusion | 


' will be that Georgia is now opposed to free 


|| schools, and the education of the negro and | 
| poor white children, as heretofore. 
|| It is useless to talk about patriotism existing | 


| in those States in connection with free schools 
'under Democratic system, and in connection 
with those who now and always have believed 
|that it was wrong to educate the negro, and 
| that such offenses should be punishable by death 
or the Jash. 
| advocates and prefers ignorance to intelligence ! 


sister State, Georgia. My State has been 


'| very retrogressive in connection with free 


schools, but she is still ahead of Georgia in 
this respect. Iam indeed sorry I cannot say 
as much for the patriotism of the Democratic 


|| party of my State as the gentleman has about 
| Georgia, when I know that in 1845 the General 


|Government donated to Florida, while under 
Democratic rule, 908,503 acres of the public 
domain of that State for common-school pur- 
poses. And what did they do with it? Why, 
| sir, they enacted a common-school law which 
‘did not mean anything, which was enacted 
| only to obtain the possession of the lands do- 
nated. In this same law they created a com- 
mon-school fund, and under the operation of 
| this bogus law they obtained fendubent pos- 
session of the lands, sold them, and applied 
the proceeds to everything else except that for 
which they were donated. Is this the kind of 
patriotism to which the gentleman alluded in 
his remarks? 





‘| Iam in favor, Mr. ——: of not only this 
longing to the colored people of Georgia; not || 


bill, but of a national system of education, 
because I believe that the national Govern- 


porated into the body-politic a class of unedu- 
cated people, the majority of whom, I am sorry 





and the problems to be solved, then, are: can 
these people protect their liberties without 
education; and can they be educated under 
the present condition of seciety in the States 
where they were when freed ? 


will soon go into operation in that State, which has || 


Let us look into the patriotism of Florida’s | 


ment is the guardian of the liberties of ull its | 
subjects. And having within a few years incor- | 


to say, are colored, the question for solution || 


If this appropri- || 
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Can this be done without the aid, assistance. 
and supervision of the General Government? 
No, sir, it cannot. Were it not that the preju- 
dice of slavery is so prevalent among the for- 


| mer slaveholder against the education of the 


negro it would be superficial to say that the 
negro could not protect his educational inter- 


| ests, or could not be educated without the estab- 


lishment of a national system of education. 
This prejudice is attributable to the fact that 
they were compelled to keep the negro in igno- 
rance in order to hold him in slavery; and 


| with the advantages of education and enlight- 


enment they were enabled to keep their slaves 
successfully in bondage; for we know that the 


| advantages of education are great. 
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| to the people, to do so. 
| possess more skill, and manifest more inter- 


We are told that the Persians were kept for 


| ages in slavery from the power of intellect 
alone. 


Education constitutes the apprentice- 

ship of those who are afterward to take a place 
in the order of our civilized and progressive 
nation. Education tends to increase the dig- 
nity and self-respect of a people, tends to in- 
crease their fitness for society and important 
stations of trust, tends to elevate, and conse- 
quently carries with it a great moral responsi- 
bility. This is why the Democratic party in 
the South so bitterly oppose the education of 
all classes. ‘They know that no educated peo- 
ple can beenslaved. ‘They know that no edu 

cated people can be robbed of their labor. 
They well know that no educated people can 
be kept in a helpless and degraded condition, 
but will arise with a united voice and assert 
their manhood. Hence, to educate the negro 
in the South would be to lift him to a state of 
civilization and enlightenment that wonld 
enable him not only to maintain and defend his 
liberties, but to better acquit himself as an 
honorable and upright citizen, and prove him- 
self more worthy of the rights conferred upon 
him. This, then, being the result of educating 


| thenegro. I cannot believe that the Democracy 


of Georgia or any other State manifests this 
patriotism or has taken this sudden departure. 
{hey know the negro is loyal, and while their 
present educational institutions are fosterers 
of disloyalty and nurseries of enmity and 
hatred toward the Government and loyal 
blacks and whites, I cannot hope to ever see 


|| this Democratic party endowed with sufficient 
Away with the patriotism that | 


patriotism and justice to lend their energies and 
support in favor of the education and elevation 
of my people. While the Democratic party 
adhere to the ideas and principles that they 
have now it would be against their interests to 
educate the negro; not only against their inter- 
ests, but entirely inconsistent with their faith. 


|| Can we then suppose that these firm adher- 


ents to slavery and State rights are willing to» 
educate the negro and loyal whites, who are 
opposed to their principles, and thereby enable 
them to wield the controlling power of the 
South? No, sir, lshouldthink not. They are 
more consistant and patriotic toward the prin- 
ciples of the lost cause than this. Let us not 
mistake ourselves, Mr. Speaker. The Demo- 
cratic party are opposed to any system that 
will have the effect of making a majority of the 
present or rising generation loyal to the Gov- 
ernment. It has been admitted by every lover 
of free government that popular education, or 
the education of the masses, is necessary to 
and inseparable from a complete citizenship. 
Then let the nation educate her subjects. It 
is to the interest of the Government, as also 
An educated people 


est and fidelity in the affairs of the Govern- 
ment, because of their chance to obtain more 
general information, which tends to eradicate 
the prejudices and superstitions so prevalent 
among an ignorant people. 

An educated people seek always to improve 
their condition, not only at home, but in all 
their surroundings. An educated people are 
more social, more refined, and more ready 
to impart their knowledge and experience tu 


ii others; more industrious because more ambi- 
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while the ignorant and uneducated are more 
prone to idleness, more addicted to low habits 
and dissipation, more careless and less ambi- 
tious, being more of a ** turn’’ to content them- 
selves and let things go about as they are. 
(he uneducated person cannot have the influ- 
ence among his fellow-men that educated per- 
As knowledge is power, in short, 
education is the panacea for al! our social evils, 
The general dif- 
fusion of education among the whole people 
of the South would render them less submis- 
ive to the social and political stigmas under 
which they are to-day laboring. 

Now that our whole people throughout this 
broad land are free, it yet remains for this 
Government to give them that which will not 
only enable them to better enjoy their free- 
dom, but will enable them to maintain, defend, 
and perpetuate their liberties. Imagine your 
race, Mr. Speaker, as having been in bondage 
for over two hundred years, subjected to all 
the horrors of sla ery, dep ived of every facil- 
ity by which they might have acquired an edu- 
cation, and in this ignorant and helpless con- 
dition they were emancipated and turned loose 
in the midst of their enemies; among those 
who were opposed to not only seeing them 
educated, but opposed to their freedom: among 
those who possessed all the wealth, controlled 
all the educational facilities of the country; 
among those who believed your race to be 
naturally inferior to themselves in every par- 
ticular, and fit only to be considered as goods 
and chattels. 

Imagine, | say, your race to-day in this 
deprorable situation. Would you be considered 
as comprehending their desires: and situation, 
were you to admit that their former enslavers 
would take an impartial interest in their edu- 
cational affairs? I thinknot. Hence, I can- 
not believe that the Democratic party South 
would provide equal educational advantages 
The gentleman from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia [Mr. Cuirpmayn] has cor- 
rectly said that the lately enfranchised people 
are peculiarly the wards of the Government. 
Stull, we ask that equal advantages, impartial 
protection, and fhe same educational facility 
may be extended to alk classes, to the whole 
people. Give us this, and we will further en 
deavor to remove the ignorance from our 
people, and about which so much has been 
said by those who have occasioned it and who 


sons have. 


njustices, and oppressions. 


to all classes. 


are justly responsible for it; they who have | 
imposed it upon us through the operation of | 


that once loved and cherished institution, 
slavery—that institution which has cost the 
nations millions of dollars and many of her 
best and bravest men, and has stamped upon 
the negro acurse which this generation will 
fail to obliterate. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I might here 
pay & passing notice to the arguments gen- 
erally used against the negro, and against his 
being educated. It has been said that the 
negro is an inferior race. with minds unfit for 
cultivation, with no traits of science, skill, or 
literature ; with no ambition for education and 
enlightenment; in short, a perfect ** booby 
brain.’’ But these arguments, Mr. Speaker, 
fell to the ground many years ago, aud have 
been rendered insignificant from the fact that 
notwithstanding all the laws enacted prohibit- 
ing the negro from being educated, in spite of 
the degradation of over two hundred and forty- 
seven years of the most inhuman and barba- 
rous slavery ever recorded in the history of any 
people, and coupled with five years subjugation 
to the reign of terror from the Ku Klux Klan, 
the dastardly horrors of which those only know 
who have been the victims, and those who com- 
mit the deeds. Notwithstanding all these ob- 
stacles and oppositions, we find in nearly every 
town and village, where the whipping-posts and 
auction-blocks were once visible, school-houses 
and freedmen’s savings bauks erected in their 
stead, which are the growth of only five years, 


I 


tious to accumulate and possess property; | 


and which stand to-day as living refutations to 
the foul, malignant, unjust, and untrue argu- 
ments used against the negro. We still find 
him, however, loyal to his Government and 
friendly toward his former master, to-day look- 
ing to this Congress for the passage of a meas- 
ure that will aid in increasing the educational 


| 


ii 


facilities throughout the country for the benefit | 


of all classes, and thereby enable him to rear 
his children to truly comprehend their rela- 
tions with and duties toward their Govern- 
ment. 


Believing, then, as I have before said, that | 


the national Government is the guardian of all 
the liberties of her subjects, I think we should 
lend all our aid to the establishment of a 
national educational fund. 
hooves us, as the guardians of the rights and 
liberties of the people of this nation, to do so; 
for we are told that all there is of a nation that 
is good, that is mighty, that exercises influence 
and promotes prosperity, are the products of 
the education of its citizens. Then, let us 
make provisions for the education of all classes ; 
and if the State governments are unwilling to 
provide equal facilities for all, then let the 


national Government take the matter in hand. 


CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION. 


Mr. PRINDLE. Mr. Speaker, some time 


| since the President sent to us the rules pre- 


| present year. 


pared for the reform of the civil service, with 
a message stating fhat they had been adopted, 
and would go into effect on the first day of the 
‘Those rules have, however, as 
I understand, been substantially suspended for 
the present, and I think it will be found neces- 


|| sary to make that suspension permanent. 


‘There is undoubtedly much need of reform- 
ation in the civil service, but change is not 
necessarily reformation ; and while the report 


| of the commissioners contains valuable sugges- 


| tions which 
ment in the service, I cannot believe the oper- || 


I] 
| 


may eventuate in an improve- 


ation of the rules prepared by them would prove 
beneficial. 


I think, sir, it be- | 


| 
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how cheaply those are obtained, and how little 
dependence can be placed upon them. _ 

Sir, will not the proposed boards of exam. 
iners be almost wholly unable to apply the 
only test that a truc reform demands—a text 
that shall mark the difference between honesty 
and dishonesty? Indeed, the rules submitted 
do not seem to contemplate that any further 
notice shall be taken of the moral qualities of 
the applicant after he shall have filed his papers 
making out a prima facie case in regard to 
character, health, and age. It seems to me 
that instead of producing a reformation, such 


| a system will greatly enlarge the opportuni. 


ties of the dishonest and corrupt. It is true 
the President, or head of the Department 
whose duty it is to make an appointment, may 


take into consideration the question of mora} 


| fitness as regards the persons whose names may 
| be certified by the examiners, ‘‘ not exceeding 


three,’’ but the privilege is a very limited one. 


| Then, again, what can they be expected to 


| know of the character of applicants? 


Mani- 
festly nothing in the great majority of cases, 


| Now, sir, I see several provisions in this sys- 


| tem of supposed reform well calculated I think 


to keep modest, unassuming merit out of the 
service, but I see little to check the inroads of 


| the dishonest and unworthy. 


I have little faith in the power of examiners 


| by competitive examinations to determine 


even the- comparative ability of applicants to 
discharge the duties of office. The questions 
asked will not generally relate to the duties of 
the position sought, because those propounding 
them will necessarily be more or less ignorant 
of those duties themselves. It cannot reason- 
ably be expected that any three men who 
may be designated as examiners in any De 
partment will understand the details of busi- 


| ness in every branch of that Department. 


| Neither is it to be supposed that applicants 


it is proposed that persons shall be selected || 


for appointments, with certain exceptions, by 


a system of public competitive examinations, || 


to be conducted by boards of examiners. 


These examiners are to be designated by the | 


Presideut in each department of the public 
service. Hach board is to consist of three 
persons, and they are all to act under the 
supervision of one advisory board. 

ig sir, if ignorance and incompetency 
have crept into the offices, and filled them; if 


officials selected under the present system have | 


been lacking in education and ability, and this 
is the evil to be cured, it may be that the 
proposed plan will, to some extent, prove 
remedial. But such I believe is not the case. 
So far as education and ability are concerned 
there has been little cause of complaint, and 
litte complaint. Whatthe people complain 
of, and, asthe revelations of every day disclose, 
have reason to complain of, is that too many 
of those intrusted with the duties and responsi- 
bilities of office prove dishonest and recreant 
to duty; and if we are to have any remedy, it 


their places honest men. 

It is quite clear, sir, that examiners, how- 
ever highly educated they may be, and how- 
ever thoroughly they may be able to test the 


‘| tions. 


education of an applicant, or his ability to | 


discharge the duties of an office, cannot by 
an examination ascertain his moral qualities. 


They cannot by propounding questions in any | 


of the branches of learning elicit information 
that will throw any light upon his disposition 
to appropriate the public funds to his own use. 
Neither can they, sir, in the great majority of 
cases, have any personal information of the 
character ofthe applicant. They will be obliged 
to rely upon certificates and recommendations 


produced from persons holding official posi- | 
tions or otherwise prominent. We all know || approval of the great mass of their constitu: 


would know much of the duties of an office 
they had never discharged. Examinations 
will relate mainly to the branches taught in the 
schools. ‘That will be the natural result, and 
those fresh from their studies—who can recite 
most glibly the phraseology of the books—vwill 
ordinarily be selected as the most suitable, 
while years of valuable experience in the prac 
tical affairs of life will go for little or nothing. 
It is often the case, as we all know, that those 
who pass the best examinations fail entirely to 


| maintain their positions when they attempt to 


put their knowledge into practice. 

Now, sir, what can we expect to gain by the 
adoption of these written rules? Represent: 
atives in Congress, elected by the party in 
power, and holding the same political faith 


/as the Pressdent, have been in the habit of 
| recommending persons for appointment from 
| their respective districts, and the appointing 
| power has usually followed such recommenda 


Under this system, it is true, bad 
appointments are not unfrequently made. Dis 
honest men get into office, as they will under 
any system; but it certainly has advantag¢e: 
over the plan proposed. 

Members of Congress are elected by the 


» hi | people of their districts with the understanding 
must be one that will eliminate this class of || 
oflicials from the service, and substitute in | 


that they are to have a controlling influence 
over the appointments. They are selected 
with direct reference to their fitness to dis 
charge this particular duty, in addition to their 
duties as legislators. They are usually well 
qualified for the business—men of experience, 
capacity, and discretion. They are men of 
large personal acquaintance in their districts, 
an likely to know personally the anteceden!s 
and true character of applicants for positions. 


| In cases where they are not personally ac 
_quainted, they have abundant means of pri 


curing correct information. They know the 
wants and wishes of their people, and have 


‘the means of determining the fitness and 


propriety of an appointment. They have 


| the strongest reasons, too, for recommending 


proper persons. By so doing they secure the 
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ents, while by pursuing an opposite course they principle of our Government. The majority ] 


would bring upon themselves reproach. Self- 
interest and duty unite in urging them to be 
faithful to those who clothed them with author- 
‘+y and who can take it from them. 

"The present method keeps the appointments 


near the people and within their control, as | 


they should be. 


I do not know in what prac- | 


ticable way the thousands of officials in the | 
different departments and branches of the | 


Government could be brought more directly 
under their influence. If the Representative 


does not recommend fit and proper persons, at | 
the end of two years they can select another. | 


They have control of the appointments through 
their immediate agent and Representative, and 
by virtue of their authority to remove him 
from his position. Do they desire a change 
that shall remove these appointments far out 


of their reach, and vest the vast powers they | 


have heretofore held in their own hands in 
boards of examiners, and an advisory board, 


not elected by them, not responsible to them, | 


and over whom’ they have no control? Do 
they distrust themselves? I think, sir, that 


whatever changes may be needed to effect a | 


reform, this removal of power from the people 
is not one of them. 


But it is said the enforcement of these rules | 


will take the control of the appointments out 


of the hands of politicians, that persons will | 


be appointed to office without regard to their 


political views, and that the election of a Pres- | 


ident will not involve a dangerous struggle 
for all the offices held by virtue of executive 
appointment. It is very desirable to render 
our presidential elections and all other elec- 
tions less partisan, less exciting, and less dan- 
gerous. But will it do for us to take the ground 
that appointments to office shall be made in 
all cases regardless of political considerations? 
Iam one of those who believe the vital inter- 
ests of the country demand the continuance 
of the Republican party in power, but could 
it survive the enforcement of these rules? 

I think, sir, those who are accustomed to 
bear the heat and burden of the day in the 
service of that party would see little to encour- 
age them in their labor if it only resulted in 
placing their political enemies, and, I may add, 
not unfrequently the enemies of the Govern- 
nent, in powerover them. How would these 
rules have worked during the administration 
of Abraham Lincoln, who found traitors en- 
sconced in half the offices, ready and anxious 
to lend a helping hand in the destruction of 
the Government they had sworn to sustain? 


What would have been the effect of such a | 


policy upon the bloody conflict with treason 
in which we were then engaged? Why, sir, 
everybody knows that we should have been 
defeated. We never could have withstood 
rebel arms with rebels to administer the affairs 
of our Government. Sir, we have not traveled 
so far from that bloody and inexcusable rebel- 
lion as to be able to put into practice with 
safety this doctrine. 

I am afraid the Republican party would be 
guilty of a betrayal of the sacred interests 
committed to its charge if it should adopt it 
aud carry it out. We must hold on to the 
strongholds we possess at least until the time 
shall come when there will be no party in the 
country that may not be safely trusted with 
the administration of the Government. The 
long-continued complaints of the victims of 
Ku Klux outrages and atrocities that come up 
to us from the still disturbed and uneasy south- 
ern States, and the bitterly partisan attacks 
upon measures absolutely necessary for the 
protection of the lives, liberties, and property 
of citizens, admonish us of our responsibil- 
ities, and warn us that the time has not yet 
come for the dissolution of the Republican 
party. Its work is not yet fully done. 

_ Even in ordinary times I do not think it 
improper that the successful majority should 
control appointments to office. In this coun- 
try the majority rule. This isa fundamental 


determine upon the policy to be pursued, and 
the carrying out of that policy should not be 
intrusted to the hands of its enemies. I am 


| not a believer in the doctrine that ‘‘ to the vic- 


tors belong the spoils’’ as applied to polities. 
Offices should not be regarded as spoils. The 
majority having power to make removals and 
appointments should act with reason and dis: 
cretion, making only such changes as are 
necessary and proper, but I do not believe 
there is any practicable way of binding them 
by arbitrary rules and regulations. 

Doubtless removals for political causes have 
often been made when they should not have 


| been, but the power of removal and appoint- 





ment must necessarily exist. ‘Those who pos- 
sess this power under the Constitution have 


long been accustomed to followtherecommend- | 
ations of the Representatives of the people in | 


its exercise. 
sued? Who can better judge as to the pro- 
priety of removals and appointments than 
those elected by the people tor that very pur- 
pose? If political considerations have too 
much to do with the exercise of this power, 


| the remedy is in the hands of the people. Let 


them apply it. 

It is claimed that the influence exerted by 
members of Congress over appointments and 
removals is repugnantto the spirit of the Con- 
stitution, which vests the power in other hands. 


But was it intended that the President or other || 


repository of this power should exercise it with- 
outtaking advice, without seeking information? 
Information and advice must be had from some 
source, and why not from the people’s Rep- 
resentatives? The power of appointment re- 
mains unimpaired and unrestricted. It yields 
only to such influences as are eminently proper 
and within the spirit of the Constitution. 

But, sir, are there not reasons for fearing 
that the rules devised by the commission, it 
sanctioned by Congress, would not only violate 


| the spirit but the letter of the Constitution? 
| That instrument provides that the President— 


**Shall nominate, and by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate shall appoint, embassadors, 
other public ministers and consuls, judges of the 
Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United 
States whose appointments are not herein otherwise 
provided for, and which shall be established by law ; 
cat the Congress may by law vest the appointment 
of such inferior officers as they think proper in the 
President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads 
of Departments.”’ 


Sil 


of the commissioners, gives no sanction to so 


| complete an assumption of power by officers 
| not known to the Constitution. 


But, sir, there are other objections to this 
proposed plan that occur to my mind. It dis- 
regards all questions of a proper distribution 
of the offices among the people. It provides 
for no discrimination in favor of the deserving 
or the unfortunate. The discrimination, sir, is 
against them—against the poor, who have not 


| had sufficient advantages in schools to enable 


What better course can be pur- || 


This power to appoint includes the power to | 


select the persons to be appointed. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, when a board of examiners are 
allowed, as is proposed, to exercise this power 


| of selection from the body of the people, and 
| confine the choice of the President or head of 


a Depariment to persons named by them, is not 
the substance of the power takenaway? Cer- 
tainly it would seem to be. Little is left but 
the mere form of an appointment. 


Undoubt- | 


edly the manner of making appointments may | 


be, to some extent, regulated by the legislative 
branch of the Government. Qualifications of 


officers may be preseribed ; but when Congress | 
| shall go so far as to confine the choice of the 


person authorized by the Constitution to make 


| an appointment to certain specified persons, 


| the appointing power select from? 


the substance of that power will be taken away, 
leaving scarcely its shadow. But, sir, how 
many persons, according to these rules, may 
How wide 


a field is left for the exercise of the judgment 
of him, who, by the Constitution, is to make the | 


| 
| 
| 


appointment? 

‘The board of examiners are to ‘‘ certify tothe 
nominating or appointing power, as the case 
may be, the names standing at the head of the 
list, not exceeding three ; and from the names 
certified the appointment shall be made.’’ 
How many less than three may be certified? 
Clearly one less than three, thus confining the 
appointing power to two. May they not under 
the language of this rule claim the right to 
certify but one? The opinion of the former 
Attorney General, published with the report 


them to competei n public examinations with 
the wealthy and more fortunate. It diserim- 
inates against the soldier, whose patriotism in- 
spired him in the morning of lite to enlist in 
the armies of his imperiled country, and who 
spent the years usually devoted to education 
| amid the dangers and privations of the camp 
and the field. It discriminates against the 
invalid, shorn of his strength by disease con- 
tracted in the Army, and against the crippled 
and maimed of the war, because they cannot 
furnish ‘‘ satisfactory evidence’’ in regard to 
health. 
| ‘There is no position, sir, within the appoint- 
| ment of the President or the heads of any of 
| the Departments, with certain specified excep 
tions, that can be obtained by any person, ac 
cording to these rules, until he shall have 
furnished satisfactory evidence in regard to 
health. It may be said that only proof of 
health sufficient for the discharge of the duties 
of the office need be required ; but how would 
it be in cases of doubt? Would notthe robust 
| be preferred to the weak and the enfeebled ? 
| Viewed in the most favorable light, sir, I can- 
not but regard it as a most unjust discrimina 
tion against thousands of the most deserving 
in all the land. 

‘Those who control the appointments to civil 
office, instead of being obliged by rigid rules 
to close their eyes and ears to every consid 
eration except mental qualifications, ought to 
exercise a wise discretion in favor of the un 

, fortunate and deserving, and especially to 
ward the victim of war. hey have claims 
upon us which it would be base ingratitude 
to disregard, and | will never vote for any 
system which I think ignores their claim. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, what will be the practi- 
cal effect of putting those rules into operation, 
if, indeed, it shall be found possible to put 
them into operation at all? ‘* Due public no 
tice’’ is to be given of the occurrence of a 

| vacancy, ‘‘ and all applicants who shall present 
themselves, and who shall have furnished the 

| evidence and satisfied the preliminary exam- 

ination already mentioned,’’ are to be publicly 
| examined in competition with each other. 
What ‘‘due public notice’’ could be given 
that would not cali out a class too large for 
convenience I do not know. But the appli- 
cants appear, and are examined. What are 
the examiners then to do? 

“The board conducting such competitive exam- 
ination sball prepare, under the supervision of tho 
advisory board, a list of the names of the applicants 
in the order of their excellence, as proved by such 
examination, beginning with the higbest, and shall 
then certifyto the nominating or appointing power, 
as the case may be, the names standing at the head 
of such list, not exceeding three, and from the names 
thus certified the appointment shall be made.”’ 

There is no discretion for the examiners, 
if they obey the rules. They must certify ac- 

| cording to ‘‘ excellence, as proved by such ex 
amination.’’ Why, sir, none but those fresh 
from school would stand any chance of being 
placed at the head of the list. The efforts to 
get into the service of those who have addcd 
a little practical knowledge of the world to a 
knowledge of books would be useless. The 
doors would be effectually closed against them. 
The offices would be filled bya class of young 
men without sufficient experience in the affairs 
of life to be able to estimate themselves at 
their trae value, and an aristocracy of office- 
holders, wise in their own couceit, but odious 
to the people, would be the inevitable result. 

The whole machinery of this plan—the impe- 

il rial advisory board, and the numerous boards 
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institutions, and cannot be tolerated. 


It might 
do in the Old World, but not here. 


We have 


no room in our system of government for an | 


aristocratic class, whether they be called by 
one name or another. Besides, sir, what guar- 
antee have we that the persons composing the 
examining boards will remain pure? They 
will be men, they will not be exempt from the 
weaknesses and frailties common to humanity ; 
they will be subject to the same influences as 
other men. Their numbers must necessarily 
be large, in order that they may make the ex- 
aminations contemplated. They will be led 
into temptation. May they not act from un- 
worthy motives? 
them from corruption? 

Sir, in my judgment, no plan could be in- 
vented that would be more open to the attacks 
of corruption. Responsibility is divided, and 
1ests lightly upon the shoulders of individuals. 
Avenues would be easily found through which 
boards could be safely approached with offers 
of money, and it would be marvelous if posi- 
tions were not bought and sold like sheep in 
the market. 

The proposition to select postmasters whose 


annual salaries are two hundred dollars and | 
upward by competitive examinations is obvi- | 
There is no necessity | 


ously impracticable. 


for any such examination. There is not the 


slightest difficulty in ascertaining whether an || 


applicant is qualified for the post, and there 
is no complaint that those officials are not of 
sufficient ability and education. 


Besides, the examination would afford no | 
The disposition to be obliging | 


test whatever. 
and accommodating to the people is of quite 
as much importance as proficiency in sci- 
ence. Standing im the community that com- 
mands confidence and respect, and the ability 


to give bonds for the discharge of duty, have | 


something to do with the question. Perhaps 


It would hardly do to appoint a person with 
no place in which to keep an office—no facili- 
ties for accommodating the public, even if his 


‘* knowledge, ability, and special qualifications | 
rT 


for the performance of the duties of the office’ 
were of the highest order. 


would be preferred to profound scholarship in 
the postmaster. The creation of a multi- 
plicity of salaried officers which so many 
examinations of applicants for office from all 


parts of the country would necessitate, and | 


the expense in time and money necessarily 
attendant upon such examinations, would 
make the system an expensive one, one that 
would not sit lightly upon the tax-payers. 


What charm will preserve | 


| ciency of our educational system. 
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of examiners—is repugnant to the spirit of our || business of life is quiteas necessary to an office- 
|| holder as a knowledge of school-books. | 
Congress authorized the President to em- 
ploy the commissioners to devise these rules. | 
Their work being submitted to him, with com- 
mendable promptness, and doubtless with the || 


most earnest desire to inaugurate a reform, he 
resolved to give it a fair trial. It is the work 
of most learned and emineat men, for whom 
| entertain the most profound respect; but I 
think it must take its place among the many 


| inventions which, though conceived by bril- 


liant minds, failed to answer the purposes for 


which they were intended. 


NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL FUND. 


Mr. LOWE. Mr. Speaker, in the general 


| purposes.and objects of the bill reported by 


the Committee on Education and Labor, to 
apply the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands to educational purposes, J desire to ex- 


press my cordial concurrence. No subject can | 


be advanced of greater interest to philan- 


| thropy and statesmanship than that of the pro- 
| motion of the education of the youth of the 
|| country. 


It has, sir, become to the American 
mind almost an axiom that without intelligence 
among the people republican institutions can- 
not be maintained. Nor is it a new feature 


in national legislation for the General Gov- | 


ernment to extend its paternal care, its foster- 
ing protection, and its substantial succor to 


| educational interests. For more than two gen- 
erations the General Government has been con- | 


tinually supplying aid to the common-school 
systems of the States by the appropriation of 
public lands for theirendowment. ‘This policy, 


| inaugurated in 1785, repeated in the organiza- 
| tion of every new State and Territory to the | 
| present time, has become familiar to the pop- 
| ular mind and dear to the national heart. As | 

the country advanced in population and wealth | 
| the endowments of the schools and colleges 
in a majority of cases there are not to exceed || 
two or three in a town so situated that they | 
could keep a post office in a suitable place— | 
a place that would accommodate the public. | 


increased, until in 1862 there was appropriated 
to the States an amount equal to thirty thou- 
sand acres for each member and Senator of 
Congress. The aggregate of endowments thus 
made to educational purposes has reached the 


| magnificent amount of more than seventy eight 
million acres of land. 

Bat, although so large, who has been found | 
| to complain? The fruit of the system is seen 
A central and || in every quarter of the land where the fund 
proper location of a post office in a community | 


has been husbanded, and to it in great part we 
are indebted for the stability, extent, and effi- 
It is too 
late to talk about constitutional objections, 
and to interpose constitutional criticism. The 


men who framed and put ipto operation the | 
Constitution also inaugurated the system of | 


national endowments to the schools. A Gov- 


| ernment may do what it will with its own to 


|| maintain the public welfare and consolidate 


The policy of this project, which seems to |! the institutions upon which it is based. 


intend that only office-seekers shall be ap- || 
pointed to office; that they shall be men who || large and complete the policy upon which we | 
place so small an estimate upon their own || have heretofore acted. 


And, sir, I believe the time has come to en- 


It is time to turn 


services as to be willing to enter the lowest || attention to the development of the intelli- 
grade of the service, and above all submit to |! gence and virtue of the people, so that their 


a competitive examination for even that 
privilege, seems to my mind certain to degrade 
the service. We want men to fill some of 
those offices certainly who are not oflice- 
seekers, aud who oad make personal sacri- 
fices by accepting office. We want men of 
ability and experience who would hardly con- 
sent to enter the service as a copyist in the 
lowest grade. We want men who would have 
too much self-respect to enter into a scramble 
for a petty office, and submit to be catechised 
like school-boys by a board of conceited exam- 
iners. If itis intended that such men shall be 
kept out of office; that only boys fresh from 
college shall enter this grouped and graded 
establishment, being promoted from grade to 
grade, and from group to group; boys who 
have never had any experience in the prac- 
tical affairs of the world, I deem it a mis- 
taken policy. Experience among men in the 


staudard may be advanced to such high posi- 
tion as shall secure the perpetuity of our insti- 
tutions. The endowment proposed will en- 


| able the States, if any there be who are falter- 
| ing in the subject of education by reason of 
| financial embarrassments, to place their school 


systems upon a successful basis, and to the 
State more fortunately situated it will afford 
the means and the inducement to extend 


| still greater opportunities and facilities for 


enlarged and more complete culture. I know 
there are objections made to the measure ; 
there are few things to which plausible objec- 
tions may not be urged. If it reduces the 


revenue of the country by so much, I reply 
| that as compared with the aggregate revenue 
of the country the reduction is trifling. 

The argument that would insist upon the 
disposition of the public lands for the purpose 
of revenue would repeal the homestead and 


| at auction to the highest bidder. 


_ place the public domain in the hands of actna| 
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preémption laws and put up the pnblic domain 


; : It is long 
since the public lands have ceased to be dis. 
posed of fur the purpose of revenue. The 
preémption laws, which devoted the p 
lands to actual settlers at $1 25 an acre, werg 


succeeded by the homestead law, intended to 


ublie 


occupants at the cost of survey and sale. These 
measures both looked to the absorption of the 


| public domain in the interest and for the 


homes of the people, and not for the acquisi. 
tion of revenue. 

Sir, our public domain is not unlimited. Trye 
it is still nearly worthy of the high encomiums 
that have been placed upon it, but many mil. 
lions of acres that help to swell the magnif- 
cent aggregate of public lands are lodged upon 
untillable mountains, and spread out upon arid 


| plains which can only be availed of for culti- 
| vation through expensive processes of irriga. 


tion. Another generation of sons and daugh.- 
ters of the East seeking new homes in the West, 
another generation of toilers from the Old 
World seeking the benefactions and endow. 
ments of the New, will leave but little of the 
public domain of a desirable character for 
the first occupancy of the generations that 
shall succeed them. It is wise, therefore, to 
devote the proceeds of this public heritage 


| while we may to the advancement of those 


instrumentalities of universal education and 
intelligence which the common schools, the 
people’s colleges, afford. If collateral rea. 


|| sons were necessary or desirable to give 


strength and support to the measure proposed, 
one of very cogent import might be found in 
the consideration that the consecration of the 
public domain or its proceeds to the culture 
and education of the children of the nation 
would lend an additional inducement to pru- 
dence and economy in the disposition of the 
public lands. We have regarded them here- 
tofore as practically almost exhaustless. We 
have bestowed them upon public and private 
enterprises with more than princely munifi- 
cence. We have endowed railroad enterprises 
with lands that would make an empire. Sir, 
much of them were wisely disposed of thus, 
and whether or not we ques'ion the wis- 
dom of the past in this regard, the dictates 
of prudence and the voice of the people call 


| for a suspension of further advance in that 


direction for the future. With three transcon- 
tinental lines of railroads provided for, the 
nation has completed its public duties in that 
direction, and public improvements not yet 
initiated can await hereafter the natural growth 
of the country, private enterprise, and the vol- 
untary action of the people. Railroads can be 
built forever, but the acres of land are forever 
the same. Sir, I rejoice to see the reiteration 
by the Chief Magistrate of the nation, in his 
recent annual message, of his views formerly 
expressed upon this subject. He said: 


“IT renew my. recommendation that the publio 
lands be regarded as a heritage to our children, to 
be disposed of only as required for occupation and 
to actual settlers. Those already granted lave been 
in great part disposed of in such a way as to secure 
access to the balance by the hardy settler who may 
wish to avail himself of them, but caution should 
be exercised even in attaining so desirable an 
object.” 


In the language of this wise recommendation 
let the public lands be regarded as a heritage 
to our children, to be disposed of only as re- 
quired for occupation and to actual settlers, 
and let us supplement this wise and necessary 
policy with this other advance of devoting the 
paneneds of their disposal as a still further 

eritage to our children in providing for their 
education, intelligence, and culture. 

Mr. Speaker, while I have thus cordially 
favored the purposes of this bill, I have also 
desired to see it so perfected in its details as 
to be as nearly as possible just to all the coun- 
try. The fourth section of the bill provides 
that the apportionment of funds to be made 
shall be according to the last preceding gen- 
eral census of the United States. 
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Doubtless the object of the bill is to make 
the distribution as nearly equal as may be 
among the States according to their popula- 
“jon, and the last preceding census furnishes 
an apparent means of securing an appropriate 
pasis. While it is trae that at the time the 
census was taken and for a short period there- 
after it would be approximately just, yet a 
moment's reflection will show that in the latter 
vears of the decade the inequality would be 
rreal. 
have proposed an amendment to the fourth 
ection by adding this proviso : 


Provided, That where any State, under the laws 
‘hereof, takes a regular census of its population ata 


To remedy in part this objection I | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| itself as practical justice. 





period intermediate the regular periods for taking | 


‘he United States census, the apportionment to such 
Srate after such census is taken shall be in propor- 
son to its population, so ascertained, until the next 
ayeceeding census under the laws of the United 
States. 


The West grows faster than the East. 


The | 


older States are constantly sending their pop- 


ulation to the new, aud while the new gain in 
population much more than the average ratio 
the older States fall below it. The result 
under the bill as it stands, therefore, would be 


that while in the early years of the decade the | 
apportionment would be about equal, the in- | 


equality would be great and marked in the lat- 
ter years of the decade, and would constantly 
increase from the beginning to the end of the 
decade. The ratio of inequality will readily 
appear by reference to the census, and the 


future may be expected to follow the past in | 


this respect. 

The population of the United States, ex- 
cluding Territories and Indians not taxed, 
was, in 1860, 81,183,744, and in 1870, 38,118,- 


258, showing an increase of 6,929,509, and an || 
In ten | 


aggregate gain of 22,23; per cent. 
years the increase and gain of population in 


several States was as follows: Illinois, from 


1,711,951 to 2,539,891—a gain of 48.36 per || 


we 


cent.; Missouri, from 1,182,012 to 1,721,295— 
a gain of 45.62 per cent.; Iowa, from 674.913 
to 1,191,792—a gain of 76.58 per cent. ; Wis- 


35.98 per cent.; Minnesota, from 172,073 to 
439,706—a gain of 155.61 per cent.; Kansas, 
from 107,206 to 364,399—a gain of 239.90 per 
cent.; New York, from 38,880,785 to 4,382,- 
759—a gain of 12.94 per cent.; Massachusetts, 


from 1,231,066 to 1,457,351—a gain of 18.38 | 


percent.; Ohio, from 2,339,511 to 2,665,260— 
again of 13.92 percent. These States clearly 


and fairly illustrate the disparity that will re- || 


sult under the bill, and the States referred to 
are not the extreme ones; for in several there 
was in the last decade no gain at all. 


In these | 


western States, and there are other such, the | 


gains of the last decade run from 35 io 239 


per cent., while the average gain of the pop- | 
ulation of the country was but a trifle over | 


22 per cent. 


Thus, of two States starting out in the decade 
equally, one before the close of the decade 
may be receiving per capita anywhere from 
an equality to two or three hundred per cent. 
more than the other. This inequality ought 
to be avoided, and the amendment I have 
offered partially remedies the evil, but nothing 


can fully remedy it but an annual enumeration, | 


which could notbe contemplated. Very many 
States have provisions by State laws for a State 
census in the middle of the Federal census 
decade, and the effect of the amendment pro- 
posed is to make such regular intermediate 
State census the basis of apportionment to 
such State until the next Federal census. Such 
a law exists in the State I represent and in 
many o\her States, and as such census of the 
States is usually taken with a view to appor- 
tionment for members of the Legislatures of 
the States, they are taken with quite as much 
xecuracy as to the enumeration of the popula- 
tion as the Federal census. 

1 ean perceive no valid objection to this 
amendment, and I hope it may meet the ap- 
proval of the House. Unless approximate 


] for other purposes,’’ approved July 18, 1866, || 





| referred. 


ero eee we , . || Vania, against the change in the tariff laws 
consin, from 770,881 to 1,054,670—a gain of || » a8 6 : 


'| abating duties on articles successfully pro- 
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| tae ae 


eguality can be obtained, the measure ought | EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 


| not to prevail, but a division upon the basisof || The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
population ascertained every five years would || Senate a letter of the Secretary of War, trans- 
be so nearly equal that it would commend || mitting a report of an engineer survey to 

$ ; he inequalities | determine the practicability of reopening the 

| of the States already referred to may not be |) naviyation of the Cabaret slough, in the Mis- 

| so great for the next decade as they have been |) sissippi river; which was referred to the Com- 

} tor the last, but new States and lerritories are mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be 

| constantly looming up in the constellation of || printed. 

} 

| 


States, and their rapid growth in the future SENATOR FROM NORTH CAROLINA 


will be the parallel of the growth of others in The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair pre- 


the past. And it is these new communities || im . 
I sents a certificate from the Governor of the 


constantly receiving the surplus population of | r . : 
1) +) S D y : 
the old that more than the old will be appre- tate of North Carolina, relative to the elec 


: ata s : : ti P Tni ; 5 is- 
ciably and vividly benefited by this policy. || tion of a | nited States Senator by the Legi: 
Mr. RAINEY next addressed the House || ture of that State, which will be reported by 
a a . + : = S . - A , | . 8 _ _ 
in remarks which will be published in the || the Secretary. ; 
Appendix. || The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
| “Mr. HOLMAN. Tur Strate or Nort Carouina. 
now adjourn || To the mans ~, President of the Senate of the 
oe I] Inited States, greeting : 
The motion was agreed to. | ene 


) L : . || . Whereas it hath been certified to me by the presi- 

Accordingly (at four o’clock and ten min- || dent of the senate and speaker of the house of rep- 

utes p. m.) the House adjourned. || resentatives of this State that a vacancy exists in 

|| the representation of said State in the Senate of the 

|| United States, by reason of the resignation of Hon. 
| 


I move that the House do 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following etitions, &c., were presented || Dp. 1872, elected to fill said vacancy and serve out 
under the rule, and referred tothe appropriate || the unexpired term and represent the State of 
committees: |, North Carolina in the Senate of the United States: 
a Mr BANKS: T ar . ,-_: || [do therefore, in accordance with said certificate, 
By 3 Ir. BAN KS: lhe petition of Felicie and in compliance with the act of Congress entitled 
L. Caillaux, widow of Andre Caillaux, late || — act to® > tim a 
captain company K, first regiment Louisiana | elections for Senators in Congress,’ approved July 


Zebulon B. Vance, and that Matthew W. Ransom, 
esq., was, on Tuesday, the 30th day of January, A. 


ulate the time and manner of holding 
oa : : ; || 25, 1866, certify to the election of the said Matthew 
Native Guards, praying that a pension may be || W. Ransom, esq., had and held as aforesaid. 
granted her from the date of her husband's || | 1n witness whereof, his Excellency Frederick R. 
death, May 27, 1863 oer e. ret Sere = commannen:ie eet, 
De on eae ar ih - | hath signed with his hand these presents, and cause 
By Mr. DUELL: The petition of Joseph 


ue 1 || our great seal to be affixed thereto. 
| Brown and 71 others, citizens of the State of | 


| Pennsylvania, and late soldiers of the United || 
States, praying an equalization of bounties, || 
by which they shall receive $8 334 per month 
for the entire time served by them deducting 
all Government bounties heretofore paid; and || 
also an amendment of the homestead law. 

By Mr. KILLINGER: The remonstrance 
of P. L. Weimer & Brothers and 167 others, 
workers in iron, &c., in Lebanon, Pennsyl- 


Done at the city of Raleigh, on this the lst day of 
‘.. 9.) February, in the year of our Lord 1872, and 
‘“**) in the ninety-sixth year of our independ- 


ence. 
FREDERICK R. CALDWELL. 


3y the Governor: 
Hi. J. MENNINGER, 
Necretary of State. 


Mr. MORTON. I move that the credentials 
|| be referred to the Committee en Privileges and 
|| Elections. 
The motion was agreed to. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 


| Mr. VICKERS. I rise to a personal explan- 


' 
} 
| 
| 


| 
it 
i 


a in — country, urged by the oe aoe 
seague, an raying the repeal of all duties || #40". | i ee 
on ion, anion, on aa en articles as can- || The VICE PRESIDENT. Before the 
not be preduced in the United States; and || ™orming business commences, the Senator 
also such an adjustment of duties as will en- || rom Maryland desires to make s personal 
| courage and defend every home industry and || enone Is there objection? The Chair 
oater the at of hi ’ yne. 
| tr honor and interest of the American Mr. VICKERS. Mr. President, on Thurs- 
By Mr. RITCHIE: The memorial of 130 cit- |, day last, near five o'clock, at the end of an 
izens of Alleghany county, Maryland, against || ¢X¢cutive session, and in the absence of more 
the repeal of the duty on coal, iron, and salt. than thirty Senators, &@ motion was unexpect- 
By Mr. WALDRON: The petition of 430 | edly made by the Senator from Vermont [ Mr. 
cigar-makers of Detroit, asking an increase of Epuunps] that when the Senate should ad- 
duty on imported cigars to three dollars per || Journ it should be till the next Monday. I 
pound and fifty per cent. ad valorem. protested against the adjournment, on the 
ground that the Senator from Kentucky, not 
then in his seat, [Mr. Davis,] had announced 
to the Senate several days previous that he 
‘| proposed to address the Senate on Friday on 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J his resolutions relative to alleged executive 
wax, D. D. MATa on || delinquencies, and that in courtesy to him we 
The Journal of the proceedings of Thurs- | ae an acme! mW gee 6 tae 
day last was read and approved. Sn ee ee ee 
: || nays were called. I declined to vote, and weni 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. for a few minutes into the library. I was not 
The bill (H. R. No. 891) to further regu- || apprised whether a quorum was in the Cham- 
late the appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme || ber; I kept no count, and the result was not 
Court, and to prevent delays therein, was read || announced. On returning to the Chamber, 
twice by its title, and referred to the Com- | and within a few feet of the door, I was ap- 
mittee on the Judiciary. | prised by the Senator from Missouri { Mr. 
The bill (H. R. No. 187) to amend an act || BLatr] that the Senate had just adjourned. 
entitled ‘‘An act to prevent smuggling, and || I find in the Globe of Friday that in my 
absence the Senator from Vermont said, how 
far I ean justify that species of conduct to my 
constitnents of course it was not for him to 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. say. lt was a right no doubt the law gave 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I have the impression || me, &c., and that he stated the fact to show the 
that that bill merely relates to judicial fees in ||} manner in which some Senators think fit to 
| smuggling cases, and if that is so, it should be || conduct the business of the Senate. It is 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. known to the Senate that the amnesty bill, so 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be so || called, had been under discussion for several 
|| days, that its friends desired to have the vote 


IN SENATE. 
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P. New- 


was read twice by its title. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be | 
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been made to continue Thursday’s session till 
that result was obtained. I thought that the 
time selected to make the motion to adjourn 
till Monday—in a thin Senate, and after many 
of the members had left the Capitol, not anti 
cipating any such action—was inopportune 
and erroneous, no reason being assigned for 
it by the member making it. 
that an hour should be allowed the next day 
to the Senator from Kentucky to make his 


speech, a courtesy always extended to a Sen- | 


ator irrespective of his subject. Lalso thought 
that the important business of the country 


required that the Senate should continue in | 


session, and not lose two days by an unneces- 
sary adjournmentover. I, of course, meant no 
disrespect to the Senate by absenting myself 
fora few minutes; but my desire was that if the 
Senate was left without a quorum it would 
necessarily adjourn over till the next day, and 
thus continue to transact the public business 
of the country, and especially to act upon the 
bill to remove political disabilities from the 
southern people. I regret that the effect was 
not such. My constituents (as the Senator 
from Vermont calls my people) will see that 
my course was to promote legislation and 
attention to the public interest, as well as to 
preserve the consistency and dignity of the 


Senate, in allowing the able and eloquent | 
Senator from Kentucky the customary privi- 


lege of addressing the Senate on a matter of 
public moment. 

I have, | am sure, often observed that the 
Senator from Vermont was absent from his 
eat, and also to leave the Senate Chamber, 
and | am confident that my public record of 


votes will compare favorably with his; but I | 
never questioned or alluded to the motives | 


of Senators for leaving the Chamber when 


votes were being taken on important measures, | 


or of absenting themselves from their seats; 
it might have been considered discourteous 


to have done so, and I have not had either | 


the taste or inclination to hold up the course 


of any Senator in respect to his votes or his | 


attendance. ‘There is something due to our 
relations here, as well as to the dignity and 
character of the body, which should prevent 
any such exhibition. 
avoided a vote on any public or private measure. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, of course 
I can have no controversy with my honor- 
able friend from Maryland, whom 1 respect 


very much, and I certainly wish to inform him | 
and the Senate that he and everybody else is | 


entirely at liberty to hold up to public observa- 
tion all of my votes in and all of my absences 
from this Chamber. I think it a pity, rather, 
that everybody's absence from this Chamber 


is not held up to public observation, because || 
then, perhaps, more of us would attend. If | 


my honorable friend from Maryland can show 
the public of this country any instance in which 
i have sat in my seat here until the yeas and 


nays were called and then declined to answer, || 
when it was generally known that my name | 
alone would either fail to make, if I did not | 


answer, or make if I did, a quorum of the body 
upon a proper motion made publicly, then | 
am bound to say that | shall justify him in 
asking the people of this country to condemn 


my course as being not only unfaithful to my | 


constituents and unfaithful to the Senate, but 


in violation of an express rule of the Senate, | 
it 


being the sixteenth, which declares: 


“When the yeas and nays shall be called for by 


one fifth of the Seuators present, each Senator called 
upon shall, unless for special reasons he be excused 


by the Senate, declare openly and without debate, 
his assent or dissent to the question.”’ 


My honorable friend says that this motion 


to adjourn over, which he thus took the occa- | 


sion to attempt to defeat, was made without 
any reason for it being assigned. If my hon- 
orable friend had looked into the Globe he 
would have seen, I do not doubt, because I 
said it—I have not looked into the Globe 
myself—that I stated expressly as the ground 


taken, and that a suggestion (not adopted) had | 


I also thought | 


On no occasion have I[ | 





; 


of my motion for adjourning over the pro- 
motion of the public business, stating the fact 
that the Committee on Appropriations among | 
others was engaged upon an important bill, 
the legislative and judicial appropriation bill, 
which necessarily required the time and care- 
ful attention of the members of that commit- 
tee, as | knew, being one of them, and that it 
would advance the public business if that com- 
mittee could have the whole of I’riday and pos- 
sibly of Saturday to attend to that bill during 
the day. ‘That was the ground and reason of 
my motion, which I then stated. 1 have no 
doubt my honorable friend from Maryland did 
not hear it or he would have done me the jus- 
tice to state it, instead of saying that i made 
an unusual, an unexpected motion to adjourn 
over without assigning any reason for it. 

It is not my purpose, Mr. President, to have 
a controversy with a gentleman whom [ respect 
so much as my friend from Maryland; but he | 
will do me the justice to believe that on an 
exhibition such as we had en that precise occa- 
sion his conduct was*o marked that it seemed 
unjust to the rest of us who were staying here 
to attend to public business that his breaking 
up @ quorum, as he did forthe moment, should 
| not have received some notice at the hands of 
his fellow-Senators, who may be excused if 
they believe that they are equally solicitous 
for the publie good with himself. 

Mr. VICKERS. I heard no reason assigned 
| by the Senator from Vermont for his motion | 
| to adjourn over, and the Globe does not show 
that he gave any. le assigned no reason in 
my hearing foran adjournment over; and ifhe 
had done so within the hearing of the reporter, 
| take it for granted that it would have been 
‘| inserted in the Globe. But, sir, it was a 

simple motion to adjourn to Monday, made | 
| after most of the Senators had left the Senate 
Chamber, not anticipating any such motion. 
|1t was near five o’clock. The Seuate were | 
weary with an executive session. I thought 
| the motion was inopportune, and my object was | 
just as | have stated to the Senate, to promote | 
the public business, to prevent the loss of two 
whole days; for when [ assigned the reason 





the courtesy extended to him of making the | 
address which he had announced to the Senate 
he desired to make on Friday, I heard no rea- 
son assigned, even afterward, by the Senator | 
from Vermontfor the motion which he made, 
but he persisted in taking the yeas and nays 
upon the motion to adjourn over, notwith- | 
standing | had made the suggestion that it was 


that he should have an opportunity of address- | 
ing the Senate on Friday. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
ss BFE st aia | 
The VICE PRESIDENT presented the || 


/memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the | 
Territory of New Mexico, in favor of an appro- | 
priation for the benefit of schools in that ‘l'er- | 

| ritory; which was referred to the Committee || 

on Education and Labor, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut, presented the 
memorial of John Stevenson, of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, remonstrating against any amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States 
establishing a religious test ; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan, presented the 
petition of T. A. Ferguson and others, citizens 
of the State of Michigan, late soldiers of the | 
Army of the United States, praying the enact- | 
ment of a law giving to all soldiers, sailors, 
| and marines who enlisted in the service of the 


} 
} 
i} 
| 
| 


| United States for the suppression of the late 

rebellion, and who have’ an honorable dis- | 
| charge, and to the heirs of those that are | 
] deceased, a bounty of $8 334 per month for | 
the entire time served, deducting therefrom | 
| all Government bounty heretofore received by | 
| them; which was referred to the Committee 
'on Military Affairs. 





that the Senator from Kentucky should have || 
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‘February 5, 

Mr. FLANAGAN presented the ed. 
ings and memorial of the Galveston Ghcane, 
of Commerce, asking for the return of the 


, money collected as a tax on cotton; which 


_ regular publishers and. dealers in ne€wspapers 


were referred to the Committee on Finance 
Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of 
H. A. Griffin, publisher of the Wyandotte 
interprise, of Wyandotte, Wayne county 
Michigan, praying for such an amendment to 
the postal vas as will allow persons known as 
and periodicals to receive by mail such quant; 
ties of either as they may require, in bulk 
whether wholly or in part printed, and pay the 
postage thereon as received, at the same rates 


| pro rata as regular subscribers to publications 


weighing four ounces, who pay quarterly jy 
advance; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

He also presented the petition of Albert V. 
Phister, publisher of the Advertiser, a weekly 
newspaper published in the village of Hub. 
bardstown, Ionia county, Michigan, praying 
an amendment to the postal laws; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 


'| Post Roads. 


He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Clarksburg, Michigan, remonstrating against 


'a change of the existing tariff laws abating or 
| abolishing duties upon such articles as are 
_ successfully produced in this country; which 


| Elmer and others, late so 


was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
He also presented the emai of Elliott 
diers of the Army 
of the United States and citizens of the State 
of Michigan, praying the enactment of a law 
giving to all soldiers, sailors, and marines who 


_ enlisted in the service of the United States for 





the suppression of the late rebellion, and who 
have an honorable discharge, and to the heirs 


|| of those that are deceased, a bounty of $8 33} 


er month for the entire time served, deduct- 
ing therefrom all Government bounty hereto 
fere received by them; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of Benjamin 
H. Curtis and others, late soldiers of the Army 
of the United States and citizens of Michigan, 
praying the enactment of a law giving to all 


| soldiers, sailors, and marines who enlisted in 


the service of the United States for the sup- 
pression of the late rebellion, and who have 
an honorable discharge, and to the heirs of 
those who are deceased, a bounty of $8 33} 
per month for the entire time served, deduct- 
ing therefrom all Government bounty hereto- 


|| fore received by them; which was referred to 
_due to the honorable Senator from Kentucky || 
| 


the Committee on Military Affairs. 
He also presented a petition of citizens of 


| Houghton, Michigan, praying the establishment 


of another judicial district in the upper penin- 
sula of that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I also present two 
memorials, very numerously signed and nearly 
of the same import, from a large number of 
lumber manufacturers and dealers in the State 
of Michigan. I ask that one of these memo- 
rials be read; and as the bill to which they 
relate is on the Calendar, let the memorials 
lie on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


| Michigan presents two memorials from persons 


interested in lumber, and asks, as they bear on 
a bill now before the Senate, that one of them 
be read. If there be no objection, it will be 
read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 


To the Senate and the House of Representatives of the 
United States in Congress assembled : 


The undersigned, citizens of Michigan, respect- 
fully show, that while we have deep sympathy for 
Chicago, more, perhaps, than we should have had 
we not also suffered heavily by the fires last fall, we 
strongly remonstrate against the passage of the bil! 
granting remission of duties on materials to be used 
in rebuilding, imported into Chicago during the next 
year, for the following reasons: 

Large tracts of pine lands were burned over 
last fall and the timber killed, much of it being 
burned at the roots,so that the high winds laid it 
prostrate, thereby largely increasing the expense of 
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aving it. It is estimated that the damages done 
from these causes cannot be less than $20,000,000 in 


the lower peninsula of Michigan. In consequence 
of the fires the stock of logs to be put in this winter 
will be largely increased, as it is a necessity that the 
burnt timber must be hauled in within a year, or it 
hecomes Worthless on account of borers. ee 
A large stock of logs is now being putin, in antici- 
pation of the increased demand caused by the fires, 
nd any considerable addition to that amount from 
Canada tends to depreciate the price of all. It is 
estimated by many good judges that there will bean 
over stock in our-markets without taking any foreign 
jumber. 
The cutting of the logs in Michigan and Wisconsin 
jas been made under the expectation that the Gov- 
ernment would not alter the duties, and if this bill 
js passed large losses to the lumbermen must result. 
The lumbermen of Michigan and Wisconsin, already 
jarge losers by the fires, are not the onesto contribats 
largely to rebuild Chicago. We have already been 
ealled upon heavily to_assist those who have been 
burned out of house and home in our own States, and 
think we should not now be forced to pay beyond our 
eans. 
Another objection to this bill is the difficulty of so 
-yuarding the bill that it shall not be a means whereby 
a quantities of lumber may be imported free and 
ysed for other purposes than rebuilding Chicago. 
We claim that this is class legislation,and in «a 
worse form than could usually be the case, from the 
fact that what is given is taken from those who, 
according to their means, have lost as heavily. 


FERRY, SEELY & CO., and others. 

The memorials were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. WILSON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, praying that a bounty 
of $8 334 a month be granted to all honorably 
discharged soldiers and sailors for the entire 


time served, and that the twenty-fifth section | 


of the act of July 15, 1870, be amended so as 


to permit soldiers or sailors to enter the amount | 


of land therein allowed without the require- 
ments of settlement and cultivation; which was 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. | 


Mr. TRUMBULL presented the petition 
of J. A. Somerly, publisher of the Chron- 
icle and Herald, of Kimwood, Peoria county, 
Ijlinois, praying an amendment to section 
one hundred and sixty-two of the bill for the 


revision of the postal laws ; which wasreferred | 


to the Committee on Post Offices 
Roads. 

Mr. NYE presented a petition of citizens 
of Nevada, praying for the establishment of 
a mail route from Battle Mountain Station, by 
Tusearora and White Rock City, to Mountain 


and Post 


City ; which was referred to the Committee | 


on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, presented the 
petition of Abby Baker, of Bethel, Vermont, 
praying for a special act of Congress to enable 
her to draw a pension from the date of the 
decease of her son, who died while in the ser- 
vice of the United States, instead of from the 
date of her application; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


| end. 


opment of the public lands there is greatly || dealers of Sacramento, California, praying a 


retarded by reason of claims to land under 
Mexican land grants remaining unprovided 
and unsettled. He asks a declaration on the 
subject from Congress, and deems it import- 
ant to the sale of those lands. I move the 
reference of the petition to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER. I also present a peti- 
tion of merchants of Boston, setting forth the 
destruction of the walrus in Behring’s straits 
and in the waters of the northern Pacific, say 
ing that unless it be arrested the walrus will 
be entirely destroyed and the people on the 
coast will suffer. ‘They pray Congress to enact 
such laws protecting the walrus in the arctic 
seas as shall seem best adapted to secure that 
I move the reference of this petition to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER presented a peiition of Jacob 


| Scott and one hundred and thirty others, of 


Sacramento, California, praying the passage 
of the supplementary civil rights bill; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
rie, Pennsylvania, praying the passage of 
the supplementary civil rights bill; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


He also presented another petition of citi- 


zens of Erie, Pennsylvania, praying the pas- 
sage of the supplementary civil rights bill; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER. I also present a petition 
from Milton, North Carolina, in which the 
petitioners say that they ‘‘ sincerely entertain 
the opinion that if the bill should become a 
law the last relic of slavery will have disap- 
peared.’’ TI move that it lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER. I also present a similar 
petition signed by all the colored members of 
the Legislature of Louisiana, forwarded to me 
by Mr. Pinchback, who, I understand, is the 
president of the senate of Louisiana, I move 
that it lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FENTON. I present the remonstrance 
of citizens of McGrawville, Cortland county, 
New York, against granting a pension to Fred- 
erick Garlick, and I desire the attention for a 
moment of the chairman of the Committee 
on Pensions. This remonstrance relates to a 


| bill which has passed the House of Repre- 


sentatives and is now before the Committee 
on Pensions. I move its reference to the 


| Committee on Pensions. 


He also presented the memorial of the Na- || 


tional Bureau of Migration, praying the pas- 
sage of a bill to incorporate the National 


Bureau of Migration and the National Emi- | 


grant and Homestead Money Exchange, Sav- 
ings Bank, Loan and Trust Company; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
He also presented the memorial of EK. B. 
Ward, G. B. Stebbins, and others, members 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FENTON presented the petition of 
Roby F. Place, praying that she be granted 
arrears of pension ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SCHURZ presented a memorial of one 


| hundred and twelve citizens of Washington, 


of the American Industrial League, praying | 


such legislation as will give protection to 
American industry: which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of a 


large number of merchants of New Bedford, | 


Massachusetts, asking the passage of the bill 
porn for the payment of spoliations by 


‘rance on American commerce prior to the | 


year 1801; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

He also presented the memorial of the Rad- 
ical Reform Club, of Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, protesting against the introduction of 
any religious tests in the Constitution of the 
United States; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SUMNER. I present also the petition 
of James Macdonald, of Colorado Territory, 
setting forth that the settlement and devel- 


| 
| 





District of Columbia, remonstrating against a 
proposed amendment to the Constitution rec- 
ognizing ‘‘ God as the source of all authority 
and power in civil government,’’ and the 
‘*Lord Jesus Christ as the Ruler among 
nations, and His revealed will as the supreme 
authority ;’’ which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a memorial of 
citizens of the United States, praying indem- 
nity for French spoliations committed between 
the years 1793 and 1801 ; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. CRAGIN presented the petition of 
Captain Calvin A. Laws, praying that he be 
granted a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the memorial of S. B. 
Bissell, United States Navy, in relation to pay 
of officers on the retired list of the Navy; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. COLE presented a petition of liquor 
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modification of the law regulating the sale ot 
distilled spirits; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of James 
H. Carleton, lieutenant colonel United States 
Army, praying remuneration to his children 
for property destroyed by United States forees 
at Albuquerque, New Mexico; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of California, asking the establishment 
of a weekly mail route from Weaverville, 
Trinity county, via Minersville, to Trinity Cen- 
tre, l'rinity county, California; which was 
referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. MORTON presented a petition of citi- 
zeus of Indiana, praying that a bounty of 
$8 334 per month be granted to all soldiers, 
seamen, and marines who served in the late 
war for the suppression of the rebellion ; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Military 


A ffairs. 

Mr. MORTON. I present a petition from 
a meeting of the Society of Friends, held in 
New York, relating to the settlement of inter- 
national difficulties by arbitration, and avoid- 
ing war, in which they say that ‘we hailed 
with joy the recent arrangement by which the 
settlement of the differences between our Gov- 
ernment and that of Great Britain was referred 
to a court of high commission, and we re- 
spectfally entreat that the attention of the 
President and of Congress may be earnestly 
directed to the promotion of arrangements for 
the settlement of any future national differ- 
ences that may arise by arbitration rather than 
by resort to the sword.”’ I move the reference 
of the petition to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MORTON... I present also a petition 
of numerous citizens of Indianapolis, in which 
they say that ‘‘we, the undersigned, citizens 
of the United States, being denied the enjoy 
ment of rights and privileges that our citizen 
ship and our manhood entitle us to, do most 
earnestly and respectfully pray your honorable 
body to pass the bill now pending in the Sen 
ate, known as the ‘ supplementary civil right 
bill,’ being Senate bill No. 99, entitled ‘An 
act to protect all citizens of the United States 
in their civil rights, and to furnish the means 
for their vindication.’’’ I move that the peti- 
tion lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MORTON. [also present the petition 
of letter-carriers of Indianapolis, praying for 
the passage of a law increasing their compen 
sation; and | especially desire to ask the atten 
tion of the chairman of the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads to the facts stated, as 


| I think the case made out is a very strong one. 
| I move the-reference of the petition to that 


committee. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MORTON presented a petition of ono 
hundred and ninety citizens of Ohio, late sol- 
diers of the United States, praying for the 
passage of an act granting a bounty of $8 3854 
a month to all honorably discharged soldiers 
and sailors for the entire time served, and for 
an amendment to the twenty-fifth section of 
the act approved July 15, 1870, so as to per- 
mit soldiers or sailors to enter the amount 
of land therein allowed without the require 
ments of settlement and cultivation; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military 
A ffairs. 

Mr. THURMAN presented a petition of 
citizens of Ohio, praying a modification of the 
law in relation to the sale of stamped envei- 
opes; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that a bounty 


| of $8 334 a month be granted to all honorably 
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| 
discharged soldiers and sailors for the entire || theactapproved July 15, 1870, beso amended as 


time served, and an amendment to the twenty- 
fifth section of the act approved July 15, 1870, 
so as to permit soldiers or sailors to enter the 
amount of land therein allowed without the 
requirements of settlement and cultivation ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili 
tary Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of Adam Bil- 
low, publisher of the Crestline Advocate, of 
Crestline, Crawford county, Ohio, praying an 
amendment to section one hundred and sixty- 
two of the bill for the revision of the postal 
laws; which was referred to the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. POOL presented the petition of James 
R. Harrold, of Maryland, praying compen- 
sation for property taken and destroyed by 
United States forces during the war of the 
rebellion; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Mr. OSBORN presented the petition of 
Ellen C. Long, daughter of the late Richard 
K. Call, praying that the Government pay her 
a judgment obtained by her father against the 
United States ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed, 


i 
| 


Mr. SCOTT presented a petition of citizens || 


of Pennsylvania, praying that a bounty of 
$8 834 a month be granted to all honorably 
discharged soldiers and sailors for the entire 
time served, andan amendment to the twenty- 
fifth section of the actapproved July 15, 1870, 


so as to allow soldiers or sailors to enter the | 
amount of land therein allowed without the | 


requirements of settlement and cultivation ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of Jacob E. 


Schiedt, late private company IF, one hun- | 


dred and nineteenth Pennsylvania volunteers, | 
praying to be allowed a pension; which was | 


referred to the Committee on Pensions, 

{le also presented a memorial of working- 
men engaged in the Gap nickel mines and 
furnaces, citizens of Lancaster county, Penn- 
sylvania, remonstrating against a change of 
the existing tariff laws abating or abolishing 
duties upon such articles as are successfully 
produced in this country; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of workers 
in the Pittsburg iron-works, citizens of West 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against 
a change of the existing tariff laws abating or 
abolishing duties upon such articles as are suc- 
cessfully produced in this country; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of workers 
in the Union iron-works, citizens of Alleghany 
City, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against a 
change in the existing tariff laws abating or 
abolishing duties on such articles as are suc- 
cessfall 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of the workers 


in Byers, McCullough & Co.’s rolling-mill, | 


citizens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, remon- 
strating against a change in the existing tariff 
laws abating or abolishing duties upon such 
articles as are successfully produced in this 
country ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of the workers 
in the Black Diamond steel- works, citizens of 
Alleghany and Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, remon- 
strating against a change in the existing tariff 
laws abating or abolishing duties upon such 
articles as are successfully produced in this 
country; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. BOREMAN presented a petition of Wil- 
liam McMullen and twenty-nine others, late 
soidiers of the United States, and citizens of 
Wheeling, West Virginia, praying thata bounty 
of $8 833 a month be granted to all honorably 
discharged soldiers and sailors for the entire 
term served and that the twenty-fifth section of 


produced in this country ; which was | 


| 


| 


} 


| 


i 
j 
| 





| 
| 
| 





to permit soldiers or sailors to enter the amount 
of land therein allowed without the require- 
ments of settlement and cultivation; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 


He also presented the petition of William | 


H. Fisher and fifteen others, soldiers of Jef.- 
ferson county, Ohio, praying that a bounty of 
$8 334 per month be granted to all honorably 
discharged soldiers and sailors for the entire 
term served, and that an amendment be made 


to the twenty-fifth section of the act approved || 


July 15, 1870, so as to permit soldiers or 


sailors to enter the amount of land therein | 
allowed without the requirements of settle- 
ment and cultivation; which was referred to || 


the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. VICKERS presented the petition of 
Catharine Middleton, Mary H. Briscoe, and 
Kleasor Torrance, widows of deceased soldiers 
of the war of 1812, praying for an amendment 
of the pension laws; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of Smith & 


Nicodemus and forty others, tax-payers of the | 


city of Baltimore, Maryland, praying that the 
duty on salt be repealed; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Kilpatrick 


& Boggs and thirty-nine others, tax-payers | 


of the city of Baltimore, Maryland, praying 
that the duty on salt be repealed; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. JOHNSTON presented a memorial of 
envelope manufacturers, stationers, &c., citi- 
zens of Richmond, Virginia, against the man- 
ufacture and sale of stamped envelopes by the 
Government; which wasreferred to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. CAMERON presented two petitions of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, soldiers of the late 
war, praying that a bounty of $8 334 a month 
be granted to all honorably discharged soldiers 
and sailors for the entire term served, and that 
an amendment be made to the twenty-filth sec- 
tion of the act approved July 15, 1870, so as 
to permit soldiers or sailors to enter the amount 
of land therein allowed without the require- 
ments of setilement and cultivation; which 
were referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

He also presented a memorial of workers in 
the Allentown rolling-mill, citizens of Allen- 


|| town, Lehigh county, Pennsylvania, praying 


a repeal of the duties upon tea, coffee, and 
other articles of necessity, and such an adjust- 
ment of the tariff duties as will protect home 
industry ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of William 


| Righter and seventy-nine others, workers in the | 
Tacony chemical worksof Philadelphia, Pean- | 
sylvania, praying a repeal of the duties upon || 


tea, coffee, and other articles of necessity, and 
for such au adjustment of the tariff duties as 


will protect home industry ; which was referred | 


to the Committee on Finance. 
He also presented a memorial of John Car- 


| 
| 
rick and one hundred and fifty others, workers 
| 


in the Washington works of South Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania, praying a repeal of the duties 
upon tea, coffee, and other articles of neces- 
sity, and for such an adjustment of the tariff 
duties as will protect home industry ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Legislature of lowa, in favor of the speedy 
passage of the apportionment bill; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a memorial of 
the Board of Trustees of the Industrial Univer- 
sity of the State of Arkansas, urging the pas- 
sage of an act requiring the Secretary of the 
Interior to issue and deliver the college scrip 
to the State of Arkansas which is now with- 
held by that officer as security for certain 
indebtedness of the State of Arkansas to the 
Chickasaw Indian trust fund incurred prior to 
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February 5, 


| the late rebellion; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Indian Affairs. 
| Mr. KELLOGG. Mr. President, I hay. 


|| just received a telegram from New Orleans 


|| embodying a petition from twelve or fifteen of 
| the largest mercantile firms of the city regard. 
|| ing the rice interest, and as it is short [ gsi 
|| that it be read. P 

|| The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be yo 
|| objection, the paper will be read. 
| ‘The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


New Orveans, February 5, 1879. 
The undersigned, merchants representing the rica 
|| interests of Louisiana, having the interest of oy; 
|| constituents and State in view, respectfully beg ot 
|| youand your honorable colleagues to use your infly. 
|| ence in defcating the measures now before you; 
| honorable body for the abolition of the duties upon 
|| rice, as such a measure would be ruinous to the ric. 
| culture of this State, which is and has been for sey. 
eral years past one of our most important agriey)- 
| tural industries. Our Legislature will pass rego} ,. 
| tions to that effect shortly, and will ask of you, 
| honorable body to use your influence in defeating 
| 
| 
| 
| 


these measures. 
DUPREE, REINE & C0,, 
ANGLEA SACOLA, 
JAMES WOOD, 
THOMPSON BROS., 
| S. FERNANDIZ & CO. 
JOS. DAVID, 
A. D. SALVANT. 
N. A. LAMBIAS, 
SERRIN & GOURDAIN. 
S. CAMPON, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. As the contents 
of this paper have been disclosed by its read- 
| ing, the Chair must state that it has been de. 
|| cided by the Senate that telegrams or letters 
| addressed to Senators asking them to vote pro 
| or con on any measure pending before Con- 





|| Chair does not make the 





| 
| 
| 


| 


{ 
| 


| 


gress were not petitions or memorials. ‘They 
must be addressed to the Senate itself. ‘he 
oint; but it being 
read in full, that fact is disclosed. If there 
be no objection, however, the paper will be 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. POMEROY. I wish to make this point 
about it: there is no importance in ‘it as con- 


| Mr. EDMUNDS. It ought not to be referred. 


nected with this particular telegram, but | 
make the point that a memorial or a petition 
cannot be sent by telegraph. It must be signed 
by some one; it must be an actual document. 


| There is no importance attached to this point 


in this case; but the time will come possibly 
when it may be of some importance. We have 


| no knowledge that a telegram is an original 


| document. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair, how- 
ever, has stated on the other point which has 
been ruled repeatedly in the Senate, that let- 
ters addressed to Senators asking them to vote 
| pro or con on any measure are not petitions 
or memorials within the language of the rule. 
| If they were allowed to be presented as peti- 
tions, the whole morning hour might be con- 
sumed. 





Mr. WRIGHT presented a resolution of the | 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I make that point be. 
cause my friend from Louisiana has attained 
his object, and as a precedent it is a very im 
proper thing to present letters or papers o! 


sometimes be obliged to receive a letter that 
it might be altogether improper to receive at 
all. So I hope my friend from Louisiana will 
_ withdraw it. 

| ‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The telegram 
| will be printed in full in the Globe, as it has 


| been reported at the Secretary’s desk, and in 


| that way the object is probably attained. 
MESSAGE FROM THE NOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- 
tives, by Mr. McPuersoy, its Clerk, announced 
| that the House had passed the following bills; 
| in which the coneurrence of the Senate was 

requested : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1192) making appropria- 
tions for the current and contingent expenses 
of the Indian department, and for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes 
for the year ending June 30, 1873, and for 
other purposes ; 


this kind here, because if allowed we should. 
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, bill (HL. BR. No. 1533) to amend section 
five Ot an act entitled **An act to re 
taxes, and for other purposes ot? 
il. ik. No. 1334) for the relief of J. 
Quinn 5 


( i hk. No. 


jnuece 
i1uce 


1335) for the relief of 


, bill (H.R. 
Ward; 
\ LH. It. No. 1837) to authorize William 
ne to make apy to the Com- 
Patents for the issue of a patent 
s improvement in rest for 


No. 1336) for the 


relief of 


MICalloONn 





r ot 


brake and 


\ bill (H. R. No. 18389) for the relief of 
Chester C. Tolman ; 
“A bill (A, R. No. 1340) for the relief of 
Alexander Smith and Halcyon Skinner; 

Abill (H. R. No. 1342) supplementary to the 
act entitle d ‘* An act to prevent the extermin- 

wy of fur-bearing animals in Alaska ;’’ and 

A bill (HL. R. No. 1389) to remove the polit- 
eal disabilities of all persons included by the 
asses Of persons therein designated. 


Gli 


WITIIDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. LOGAN, it was 
Ordered, That Elizabeth Harding have leave to 
raw her petition and papers from the files of 


penate. 


MOUSE 


toe 
ee 


BILLS REFERRED. 


he following bills from the House of Rep- 
resentatives were read twice by their titles, and 
rred as indicated below: 
Ihe bill (H. RK. No. 1192) making appro- 
itions for the current and contingent ex- 
nenses Of the Indian departanent, and for ful- 
g treaty stipulations with various Indian 
tribes for the year ending June 80, 18738, and 
other purposes—to the Committee 
ppropriations, 
fhe bill (H. R. No. 1338) to amend seetion 
thirty-liveof anactentitled **‘ Anact to reduce 
internal taxes, aud for other purposes’’—to 
e Committee on Finance. 
Fhe bill (H. R. No. 1884) for the relief of 
i. WV. Quinn—to the Committee on Pensions. 
The bill (H. R. No. 1542) supplementary 
to the act entitled *‘An act to prevent the 
extermination of fur-bearing animals in 
Alaska’’—to the Committee on Commerce. 
Ihe bill (H, R. No. 1889) to remove the 
political disabilities of all persons included by 
the classes of persons therein designated—to 
the select Committee on the Lemoval of Politi- 
cal Disabilities. 


t 


On 


lhe following House bills were severally 
read twice by their titles, and referred to the 
Committee on Patents: 
A bil (H. it. No. 
ae 


1335) 


A No. 1886) for the relief of 
4 





No. 1837) to authorize William 
. Jardine to make application to the Com 
Pateuts for the issue of a patent 
for his improvement in brake and 


rest for 


carts ; 
A bill (H. R. No. 1839) for the relief of 
Chester C. Tolman; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 1340) for the relief of 
Alexander Smith and Halcyon Skinner. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Post 
Offices and Pest Roads, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 547) to authorize the con- 
struction of a bridge across the Mississippi 
river at or near the town of Clinton, in the 
State of Iowa, and to establish it as a post 
road, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I send to the desk 
two amendments, which I shall propose at the 
proper time, to the bill just reported by the 
Senator from Minnesota. 

lhe amendments were received, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. POMEROY, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill 


42p Conc. 2p Sgss.—No. 52. 
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(S. No. 565) to extend the tims to the State 
4, 


of Wisconsin to « plete a road from Lake 
St Croix to La ce dS Lpe rior, rep yrted it with- 
out amendment. 

He also. from the same committee, towhom 


was referred the bill (S. No. 78) to authorize 


the President of the United States to retstab 


lish the Monroe land district, in the State of 


: ; 
Louisiana, reported it without amendment. 


Mr. WEST. IJask the unanimous consent 


of the Senate for the immediate consideration 
of that bill. lt is a mere local matter 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Wait until 
the morning business is through. 


fhe VICK PRESIDENT. Objection is 
made untilthe morning business is disposed of. 

Mr. POMEROY, from the same committee, 
to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 1182) 
to create an additional land district in the State 
of Minnesota, reported it withoutamendment, 

He also, from the same committee to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 528) to continue 
in force a grant to the State of Nevada for 
college purposes, reported it without amend- 
ment, 

Mr. POMEROY. Lam also diretted by the 
same cCommiitee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 546) relative to homestead set- 
tlers burned out in the States of Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, and Michigan, a bill introduced by 
the Senator from Wisconsin, [ Mr. Howe,] to 
report it back favorably, and | have also been 
request d to ask for its present consideration. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. 
on the left has tated that he 
until the morning business was 
and as on Monday morning petitions and other 


Some Senator 
should object 
a spose | of, 


matters of morning business are very numer- 
ous, eS} liy afier an adjournment over for 
three days, perhaps the Senator had better 
until to-m 


especi 
withdraw the 

Mr. POMEROY. 
Calendar. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. PATTERSON, from the Committee on 
the District of Colambia, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No. 1074) providing for the 
survey of the harbor and riverat Washington, 


report 


rrow. 
Let the bill go upon the 


Che bill will be 


District of Columbia, reported it with an 
amendn ent. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, from the 


Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 619) 
appropriating money for the purchase of a 
suitable site and erecting a building thereon in 
uis, Missouri, to be used for 


ym-house, post thee, and 


the city of St. ky 
the purpose ofacus 
other Federal of 
ments. 

Mr. CRAGIN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, t 
oUS) for 


ices, reported it with amend- 


» whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
ef Riehard Washington, a 


paymaster in the United States Navy, reported 


the re 


adversely thereon, and moved its indefinite 
~OstponemMment; Which was agreed to. 
Mr. CORBETT, trom the Committee on 


Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
5. No. 46) able 
pay the expenses incurred in suppressing 
Indian hostilities in the Territory of Montana 
inthe year 1867, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. SCOTT, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the bill (8. No. 230) for 
the relief of Mary M. Clark, widow of Leon- 
ard Clark, deceased, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (8. No. 04) for the relief 
of Miss Keturah Cole, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. STOCKTON. The Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds, towhom was re- 
ferred the bill (5. No. 442) supplementary to 
an act to provide for a building suited to the 
use of th : 


(. Lo et the Secretary of War to 


post oflice, the pension and revenue 
officers, and the judicia! oiicers of the United 
States in the city of Trenton, New Jersey, 
approved March 38, 1871, have directed me to 


SLT 


report it back with an amendment in the nature 
Of a suvstitute. [ shall fee! det 
to the Senate if they wiil t 


and put it Ol Its passaye 


ps indeb ed 
ike up this biulnow 
it appro 
1, $250,000, for the eree- 
tion of a court-house and public buildings in 
l'ren On. 


priating @ Certain Sun 


I will state to the Senate that they 
have already three times voted upon this sub- 


ject, but the Secretary of the Treasury in his 


report said he had ne Linoney en ih and could 
uot begin the building. | introduced this bill 
at the present session appropriming $500,000 
for this purpose including the site. The com- 
mittee have reduced that t > 200,000 Con- 


upon the matier he 
but the sum we asked too small. In 
are suffering from too much modesty. 
If the Senate will be kind enough to consider 
the bill how, | shall {cel deeply indebted to 
them. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


on the left 


gress has acted 


retofore, 
ior was 


iact we 


Some Senator 
has objected to any unanimous con- 
sent being granted until the morning business 
shall have been concluded. The Senator from 
New Jersey, has renewed the re- 
quest, and asks the present consideration of 
the bill appropriating $250,000 for the erec 
tion of a public building in Trenton. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. CALDWELL. 
sent. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


nature of an objection. 


howevy er, 


I have a bill to pre- 
That is in the 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. HARLAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 581) to empower the Secretary of War to 
establish under certain conditions a horse 
railway upon and over the island of Rock 
Island and the | ridges erected by the United 
| States connecting the cities of Davenport and 
Rock Island therewith; which was read twice 
| by its title, referred to the Committee on Mil- 

itary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
582) granting a pension to Alonzo D. Cady; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred, 

| with the accompanying papers, to the Commit 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, asked, and by 
unanimaus consent obtained, leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 583) to amend an act en- 
titled ‘‘An act to revise, cor and 
amend the statutes relating to patents and 
copyrights,’’ approved July 8, 1870; which 


til 


solid ife, 


was read twl c by 1S 


Mr. VORRI 


[ desire to 


RRILL, of Vermont. 
iv a Slngie word to mm nd th ; bill to the 
I l U 4 Lhe 4 miniitee on Patent . It 
t eel hat the vel first section of 
if Ju Oo L870 ) ad Lhhi “any 


on who, by his own industry, genius, efforts, 
produced any 
a manulacture,”’ 
it. Clearly, 
the 4th of July as this 
was, the 8th of July, 1870, ought to have been 
confined to ¢) United States. 
Now, if an importer or a foreign manufacturer 
sends any article here and registers his design, 
and pays ten dollars for it, he can prevent that 
article being reproduced in this country for 
the space, | think, of seven years, or some con- 
|| siderable time. Jherefore, our own manutac- 
|| turers cannot manufacture any article of hard- 
| ware, cannot reproduce the same pattern of 
| 
| 
i 


pt rs 
und expense, has invented Ol 
original design for 


new oO} 
&e., shall have a copyright upon 
an act passed 60 neal 


cllizens of the 


calico, or of mousseline de laine, or of ashawl, 
or of a carpet, provided a foreign manufac 
turer or importer registers a design and pays 
| this sum for it. I only deem it necessary to 
| cali the attention of the Commitice on Patents 
}} to this bill, which proposes to c 
citizens of the Uni 
to their 


yntine this to 
comm nd it 
favor { move the reference of the 
bill to the Com 


| 
| The motion was agreed to. 








Mr. CALDWELL asked, and by unanimous 
















me on 
Saf OH 


sia kote ster 
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consent oblained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 584) concerning the publication of the 

flicial Army Register; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KIELLY asked, and by unanimous con- 

» introduce a bill (S. No. 
)) amendatory of an act entitled ** An act 
donating public lands to the several States and 
Perritories which may provide colleges for the 
benefit of agriculture and the mechanic arts,’’ 
ipproved July 2, 1862, and acts amendatory 
which was read twice by its title, 
eferred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printe d. 

Mr. OSBORN asked, and by unanimous con- 
ent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
46) for the relief of Ellen Call Long, only 

child and heir of Richard K. Call, deceased; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be winted, 

Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimous 


{ 


ent obtained, leave te 


thereto ; 


consent 
No. 587) in relation to pensions; which was 
read twice by its title. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
this bill by request, not having had an oppor 
tunity to examine it or being able to judge of 
ils merits. 

lhe bill was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions, and, with theaccompanying papers, 
ordered to be printe 1, 

ILLINOIS COURT RECORDS. 


Mr. TRUMBULL submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill (S. 
No. 353) to restore the records of the United 
States courts in the northern district of Llli- 
nois; which was ordered to be printed. 

TARIFF LEGISLATION REPORT. 


Mr. SHERMAN submitted the following 
which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing: 


resolution ; 


Riesolved, (the House of Representatives concur- 
ring,) That seven thousand copies of the report of 
Ldward Young, chief of the Bureau of Statistics, 
on customs-tariff legislation be printed, four thou- 
and for the House, two thousand for the Senate, 
and one thousand bound for the use of the Treasury 
Department. 

AMENDMENT TO THE RULES. 


Mr. SHERMAN submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the select 
Committee on Revision of the Rules: 

Resolved, That the rules be amended by adding: 


“ petitions and memorials other than the memorials | 


ofa State Legislature shall hereafter be presented 
to the Secretary, and shall beentered on the Journal, 
vend shall be referred and disposed of as the Senator 
presenting them may request.’’ 
MANUFACTURE OF BESSEMER STEEL. 

Mr. MORTON. 
lution: 

Resolved, That the cheap manufacture of Bessemer 


obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. | 


I wish to say that I offer || 


I offer the following reso- | 


tee! tor rails and other purposes for which said steel | 


may be applied is an object of national importance. 

[ desire to say that at some future day I shall 
ask the Senate to take up this resolution with 
the yiew of submitting some remarks on the 
subject of the manufacture of Bessemer steel, 
and in that connection I shall call the atten- 
tion of the Senate and of the country to the 


biock-coals of Indiana, and to offer evidence to | 


show that for the manufacture of iron they are 
unsurpassed, if they are equaled, by any coals 
upon this continent, and that for the manufac- 
ture of steel they are perhaps not equaled by 
the coals of any other country. In that con- 
nection, also, | shall suggest the importance of 
a liberal appropriation for the improvement of 
the Michigan City harbor, with a view of bring- 
ing the iron ores of Lake Superior into the 
neighborhood of the Indiana coal fields. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BOREMAN. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning 
hour is just expiring. 

Mr. BOREMAN., I bave risen to appeal to 
the Senate to take up a bill which was reported 
by the Senator from Peannsbventh { Mr. Scorr] 








to-day, and I will make a statement of the case 
in a few words. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
first call up the unfinished business, and the 
Senator can then ask unanimous consent to 
have the unfinished business set aside. The 
unfinished business of Thursday’s session is 
House bill No. 380, pending which the Sena- 
tor from West Virginia desires to make a state- 
ment. 

Mr. BOREMAN. It isa bill for the relief 
of Mary Clark, widow of Leonard Clark. The 
bill passed both Houses at the last session of 
the last Congress, and was lost in being carried 
to the President. Itisa bill making an appro- 
| priation for her benefit for the services of her 

husband as a scout during the war. ‘There is 

a written report which was printed at the last 

Congress. Afier a discussion in this body, it 

was passed and went to the House of Repre- 
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sentatives, and passed there about the last day | 


of the session, and having met the approbation 
of both Houses and gone to the President, 
being lost in that way, I think the Senate 
would have no hesitation in passing it again. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheSenator from 
West Virginia asks unanimous consent for the 
present consideration of the bill named by him 
under the circumstances stated. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Wecantake it up some 
morning hour, Let us go on with the regular 
order now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Illinois objects to passing by the amnesty bill. 
POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill (H. R. No. 380) for the removal of legal 
and political disabilities imposed by the third 


pending question being on the motion of Mr. 


| the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1050) 
for the removal of legal and political disabili 


teenth article of amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I withdraw my motion 
to postpone this bill, in order to make another 
motion. Before doing that, I will say that my 
object in making this motion is to ascertain 


prefer. Il now move to lay on the table the 
pending bill, for the purpose of taking up the 
last bill passed by the House, No. 1050, which 
| has only two exceptions in it. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. House bill No. 
380 being now before the Senate, with the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts 
{[Mr. Sumner] pending, the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. Roperrson] moves that 
| the bill and amendment lie on the table, 
giving notice that if that motion shall prevail 
| he intends to move to take up another amnesty 
| bill from the House of Representatives, which 
he states has fewer exceptions init. The ques- 
| tion is on laying on the table the pending bill. 








us have the yeas and nays. 


taken, resulted—yeas 20, nays 33; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Blair, Davis of West Virginia, 
Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, Goldthwaite, Hill, 
Hitchcock, Johnston, Kelly, Logan, Norwood, Rob- 
ertson, Schurz, Scott, Stevenson, Stockton, Thur- 
man, Tipton, Trumbull, and Vickers—20. 

NA YS—Messrs. Ames, Anthony, Boreman, Brown- 
low, Caldwell, Cameron, Carpenter, Chandler, Clay- 
ton, Cole, Corbett, Cragin, Edmunds, Ferry of Mich- 
igan, Flanagan, Frelinghuysen, Gilbert, Hamilton 
ot Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, Morrill of Vermont, Mor- 
ton, Nye, Osborn, Pomeroy, Pool, Sherman, Spencer, 
Sumner, West, Wilson, Windom, and Wright—33. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Buckingham, 
Casserly, Conkling, Cooper, Davis of Kentucky, 
Hamilton of Maryland, Howe, Kellogg, Lewis, Mor- 
rillof Maine, Patterson, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Sauls- 
bury, Sawyer, Sprague, and Stewart—20. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 


| recurs now on the amendment of the Senator 
| from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumyen. ] 





section of the fourteenth article of amendments | 
to the Constitution of the United States, the | 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Upon that motion let | 


ROBERTSON, to postpone the bill and proceed to || 


| ties imposed by the third section of the four- | 


the views of Senators as to which bill they | 
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Mr. CARPENTER. Is itin order at this 
| time to move a substitute for the amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts ? 
| The VICK PRESIDENT. It is. 
| Mr. CARPENTER. I move to amend the 
amendment by substituting for it what | send 
to the Chair. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The words pro- 
posed to be substituted will be read. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
Sec. —. Whoever being a corporation or natural 
| person and owner, or in charge of any public j, 
or of uny place of public amusement or entertain- 
| ment for which a license from any legal authority 
is required, or of any line of stage-coaches, railroad 
or other means of public carriage of passengers ,} 


freight, or ofany cemetery or other benevolent insti- 
tutions, or any public school supported at public 


expense or by endowment for public use, shal] malo 
any distinction as to admission or accommodation 
therein of avy citizen of the United States because 
of race, color, nationality, or previous condition of 
servitude, shall, on conviction thereof, be fined not 
less than $500 or more than $9,000 for each offense 
to be recovered by information filed by the district 
| attorney in any court having jurisdiction, upon the 
complaint of any person injured, one half to the use 
of the United States, and one half to the use of the 
complainant. y 

Sec. 2. That the offenses under this act may be 
prosecuted before any territorial, district, or circuit 
court of the United States, having jurisdiction 
crimes at the place where the offense was charged 
to have been committed. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 

is on the amendment to the amendment. 
| Mr. CARPENTER. I call for the yeas 
and nays on that question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. POMEROY. Will not the Senator 
_from Wisconsin point ont wherein this differs 
| . . . 
| from the amendment of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts ? 

Mr. CARPENTER. This amendment omits 
all regulation of churches. 

Mr. POMEROY. Is that all? 

Mr. CARPENTER. It puts the basis of 
Federal interference, not upon the mere fact 
that these benevolent institutions are incor- 
porated, but upon the fact that they are sup- 
ported by taxation or endowment for public 
use. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. 
one class? 

Mr. CARPENTER. All. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. I think not, 
if it is correctly printed in the Globe. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I have not ex- 
amined the amendment. Is it subject to the 
criticism that it only applies to inns and rail- 
roads that are supported at public expense? 

Mr. CARPENTER. Notatall.  Itis erro- 
neously printed if it is so. The object of this 
substitute is to base Federal interference in all 
these institutions upon the fact that they are 
supported at the public expense. 

Mr. SCOTT. ‘The reading of the proposed 
substitute suggests one question to me which 
I wish to address to the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin. It applies to schools or colieges which 
are ‘supported by endowment for public 


te 


inn 


More than 


| use.’’ Is the language such as to make it 


The yeas and nays were ordered ; and being || 





applicable to schools and colleges which have 
been endowed by private benetactions for the 
use of the public of any particular class that 
may be enumerated ? 

Mr. CARPENTER. That is the intention 
of it, and I think it does. If the endowment 
is for public use, then the public are entitled 
to the benefit of it. 

Mr. SCOTT. Do I understand, then, that 
the proposed substitute would control the 
intention of the benefactor, if he, in making 
the endowment, has made it applicable only 
to certain classes and conditions? 

Mr. CARPENTER. No, sir, I should not 
understand that to be an endowment for a 
public use, but for a particular and specified 
use; and this would not override it. 

Mr. NORWOOD. I wish to say a few words 
in reference to the question put by the Sen- 
ator from Kansas as to what are the differences 
between the amendment offered by the Senator 
| from Massachusetts and the amendment offered 
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pythe Senator from Wisconsin. I have exam- 
‘od the amendment of the Senator from Mas- 
cachusetts With some care, and I have also 
oked into the amendment of the Senator 
4 ym Wisconsin; and while I do not give my 
sssent to either, there are marked difterences 
between the two, which | think when properly 
ynderstood will drive the from the 
awendmeut of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts upon that of the Senator from Wisconsin. 
[he first distinction, and a very marked one, 
sthis: that in the amendment of the Senator 
from Massachusetts he gives an action for per- 
sonal damages to the party aggrieved, which 
the amendment of the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin does not. ‘That will be found—though the 
sections are not numbered as they are classi- 
in the second section of the amendment 
Senator from Massachusetts, which 
provides — 
7 That any person violating any of the provisions, 
of tue foregoing section, or aiding in their viola- 
tion, or inciting thereto, shall, for every such of- 
fense, forfeit and pay the sum of $500 to the person 
aggrieved thereby. 


Senate 


peda- 
ol the 


in the 
Wisconsin. 


That is omitted 
Senator from 


amendment of the 

Another marked 
distinction is that in the amendment of the 
Senator from Massachusetts he seeks to confer 
upon the United States courts jurisdiction be- 
tween parties who are citizens of the same 
that is to say, in the civil action which 
he gives to the party aggrieved, the third sec- 
tion, after reciting that the party may have 


stale 3 


his personal action, says: 

The same jurisdiction and powers are hereby 
conferred, apna the Same duties enjoined, upon the 
courts and officers of the United States, in the exe- 


ition of this act, as ure conferred and enjoined 
ipon such courts and officers in sections three, four, 


five, seven, and ten of an act entitled “‘An act to 


protect all persons in the United States in their 
civil rights, and to furnish the means of their vin- 
lication,’’ passed April 9, 1866,’’ 


Now it is very clear to any legal mind that 
under the Constitution no United States court 
can take jurisdiction of civil actions between 
parties who reside in the same State. That 
propositi ion I conceive to be too clear for argu- 
ment. It needs only the prese ntation of it to 
any legal mind to amount to a conviction. 
Yet the amendment of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts goes to that extent; he seeks to 
give to the United States courts the power to 
enforce an action which a citizen of Georgia, 
for instance, who may be ejected from a hetel 
or ejected from a car or from any other public 
conveyance, or who may have a right of action 
for the violation of any of the clauses of this 
act, may have against another citizen of the 
State of Georgia. 

I do not think that itis nece ssary to enlarge 
upon that view of this question. It is a broad 
distinction, and shows this to be an unconsti- 
tutional clause. The Federal courts can never 
have the power, until we change the Constitu- 
tion, to enforce any action which any party 
who is a citizen of the State may bring against 
a citizen of the same State. 
this act does not say in express terms that 
these courts shall have jurisdiction in civil 
causes, it goes on to conter the power to take 
jurisdiction to enforce all the preceding pro- 


visions of this act, which cover the civil action | 


as well as create the penal offense. 

That is the ened: marked distinction. 
There is another distinction. The Senator 
from Massachusetts seeks to punish marshals 
and district attorneys if they do 
forward and advocate the cause of 
aggrieved. If upon information received by 
them they do not go forward and prosecute 
the party who has committed the alleged 


offense, he would impose upon them a severe || 


penalty. That I consider very unjust to the 
officers of the courts. If a man has a cause, 


either civil orcriminal, it is his duty to prote ct 


himself. The courts are thrown open to him 
by this statute; he can go in and have his 
prosecution or his civil action; and yet the 


And yet while | 


not step | 
a@ party || 
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| any district attorney or any marshal who does 


not upon information go forward and insti- 
tute a prosecution for the party aggrieved. 
The fourth broad distinction, and a very 
marked one, between the propositions is th is: 
that the Senator from Wisconsin omits entirely 


| all question in reference to jurors in his amend- 


| 


| those courts the power to select jurors. 


ment. He does not seek to confer upon the 
United States courts or upon the marshals of 


He 


| omits that question, as I understand, in the 


amendment altogether, and he confines it 


| simply to a reference to railroads, inns, ceme- 
| teries, and benevolent institutions, and where 


} 


| tion is this: 


ever a party is aggrieved by being ejected or 
refused admittance to any one of these it is 
simply a penal offense. 

But, Mr. President, there is another and a 
much greater question involved in the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts. It 
is one, in my opinion, which rises higher than 
any which I have yet presented. It is one of 
more vital importance to the people of this 
country than any of the questions in reference 
to civil actions, or penal offenses, 


or damages, 
or the summoning of jurors 


and that ques- 
the fifth section of this amend- 
ment reads in these words: 

That every law, statute, ordinance, 
or custom inconsistent with this act, ’ 
discriminations against any person on account ot 
color, by the use of the word “ white,” is hereby 
repealed and annulled. 

[ call the special attention of Senators to 
the language of that section. Mr. President, 
the mover of this amendment is a man of pro- 
found learning; he is a man who has been an 


regulation, 
or making any 


| expounder of ‘the Constitution; he has been a 


| professor, I believe, in a law school; 


| a bill. 


he has 
sat in this Senate for over twenty years, and 
he is to be presumed to know the force and 
effect of any words which he incorporates in 
The Senator has announced already to 
the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Scort, } 
on an inquiry put a few days ago, that he 
was perfectiy satisfied with his amendment as 
offered, that there was nothing that he desired 
expunged. It was supposed that he had ac- 
cepted the suggestions made by the Senator 
from New Jerse y, [Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, | be- 


| cause he felt that those suggestions were proper, 
| and that without them his amendment would 


| be unconstitutional ; 


but he has announced 


| that he is entirely satisfied with the amend- 


ment as it now stands before the Senate. I 
say, therefore, he must be presumed to know 


the force and effect of the language which he | 


has used in this section, and what is it? Sup- 
pose the amendment goes into operation, what 


| 1s its effect upon the States; what is to be its 


effect upon the State laws? It is nothing more 
nor less than this: that in any and every State 
where there is a statute, or a law, whether it 
be statute or not, which inhibits marriages 
between whites and blacks, 


| that statute or that law to the ground. 


In my State there is such a law. I believe 
in the State of Lilinois there is such a law, and 
so in the State of Virginia, and I apprehend 
in the State of Ohio; and yet if this amend- 


| ment is to go into effect every such statute 


| 


| 
| 
i 


| 
+} 





| on those statute-books, 


from the time this bill, 
if constitutional, is passed, will cease to be in 
force; it will be absolutely void by reason of 
the predominance of acts of Congress over 
any State legislation. Can there be any doubt 
of this? I have read this clause carefully; | 
have called the attention of several Senators 
to this provision, and I have met with no one 
yet who does not agree with me that the effect 


| of passing this law would be to abolish every 


State law which inhibits between 
whites and blacks. 

Now, I ask Senators if they are prepared 
for this issue? 
the amendment of the 


marriage 


Senator from Massa- 


| chusetts, incongruous as it is, shall go upon 


this amnesty bill, and to declare to the people 
of this country that they are willing that from 


Senator from Massachusetts seeks to punish |! this time henceforth there shall be no distinc 
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this section strikes | 


Are they willing to vote that || 
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no social distinction, to 
tical distinctions, between 


tion in this country, 


say nothing of pol 


the two races 
Mr. President, I am not prepared to believe 
that the Senate is willing to go to that length. 


I do not believe that there is a man here who 
does not feel the s iperi rity of the white over 
the black raee. While we accord to the latter 
political r and L will go the length of 
any Senator on this floor in securing the rights 
of the blacks—there is a distinetion which has 
marked by the Almighty Himself, and 
which every man in his manhood and in his 


sts 


been 


pride recognizes, between the two races. If 
you adopt this ction, what distinetion be- 
tween them remains? You propose by the 


amendment, in the first place, to put the chil- 


dren together in the schools. There you make 
no distinction. There you teach the young 
and tender mind by this association that you 


believe there is no distinetion between the two 


races. They grow up under that early impres- 
sion until the Vy ripen into manhood and woman- 
hood. You then throw open the churches to 
them. There you allow them to sit in the 
same pews. The same familiar association 


continues from childhood up to manhood, and 
when they have arrived at manhood you then, 
by your statute, say that if they see fit to join in 
matrimony there shall be no impediment to it. 

The Senator from Massachusetts, in his 
opening "spe ech upon this question, took the 
bold ground, and d fiantly, too, that he was 
not seeking any social equality; it was sim 
ply *‘ equality betore the law,’’ an expression, 
I believe, which originated with the honor 


able Senator. I would ask him or any other 
Senator. if the clause to which I have called 
attention shall be enacted, what distinction 


will then exist between the whites and blacks 
in’ a social point of view? If they are edu- 
cated together, if they grow up together, if 
they are in far mili ur association all the days of 
their and are allowed to marry, what 
other distinction can there be drawn of a social 
nature that the Senator trom Massachusetts 
can point out? 
| To my mind this amendment is exceedingly 
| abhorrent; | revolt from it; and I beg that 
Senators here will consider well not only the 
other distinctions which I have drawn between 
| the amendment of the Senator from Wisconsin 
and that offered by the Senator from Massa 
| chusetts, but that they will consider well the 
latter amendment in reference to the question 
of marriage between whites and blacks before 
they ever commit themselves in this Senate and 
before this country to a declaration that hence- 
forth there shall be no distinction of race or 
color. 

I rose, Mr. President, simply for the purpose 

| of pointing out at this particular time what I 
| conceive to be the distinctions between the 
two amendments. I did not rise for the pur 
pose of discussing the merits of either amend 
ment itself. I may atsome other time do that. 

I think the whole amendment, every clause of 
|| it, as wellas that moved by the Senator from 
| Wisconsin, is unconstitutional, and I shall place 
my vote upon that ground. I cannot consci 

| ent iously vote for either amendment. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, [ propose to 
vote for the amendment proposed by my col- 
league, and not for the amendment moved by 
the Senator from Wisconsin. I vote for it for 
the reason that it does, in the clearest and 
most positive manner, make illegal all distine 
tions on account of color. The Senator from 

| Georgia talks of the superiority of one race 
over the other. Whatever differences of opin 
ion there may be in regard to that proposition, 
one thing is clear, that there should be no dia 
tinction recognized by the laws of the land. 
The laws of this Christian and democratic Re- 
public should not, must not recognize distinc 
tions among citizens. Itis because this amend- 
| ment strikes at this idea that I shall vote for 
|| it. The Senator from Ge -orgia must remember 
ll that we have been moving in the direction of 


lives, 
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‘ Pie 1 it | Lig coun 
I i raulway <¢ ) Y Cilasse€58 of 
men that interpo thei re lices or thei 
lniterest priait l rig ot the citizens ot 
i { A ( i power ol this 
(yovernment houid bel ni Vi icu i if the 
ynis Ol Lie izens of the Uamile i States how- 
ever and wherever assailed. 
The am nents i the Senator from 
W cousin 3 in ub a i bil introd iced 
into the House of Lik presentatives the other 
day by a distinguished gentieman from my 
State, i was glad when | iw that bill intro 
duced, and | had hoped that before this time it 
would have passed th Hou hen we would 
have Lil biti Dill aud a bi | lor Gy ilrights 
before us, and we could pass them both at the 
ame time But, sir, 1 preter the amendment 
moved by my colleague, as amended on the sug 
estion of the h iid enacor from New Jer 
y, [| Mr. fPeeLinGuuysen, | tothisamendment, 
and as the quesuion 1s betore us now whether 
we will put eliber of the amendments upon 
tue amnesty bill, | choose to take the amend 
ment that has peen pending ior so many days. 
Originated by my colleague, it has been pressed 
by him with much zeal and earnestness. Of 
course, if it is voted down I shall ac cept the 
other, for | choos e always to take »wial I can get, 
but | prefer to take the whole at this time 
I think the Senator from Georgia and Sen 
ators on that side of the Chamber might join 


with us, and while we are removing the dis- 
abilities of men who committed crimes against 
their country, they might aid us at the same 
time in protecting the rights of ‘men who have 
never committed crimes against the country, 


THE 


I would be willing to go further than the 
bill goes in favor of removing di sabililies I 
would vote for universal amnesty if the Sena- 
tors on the other s a of the Chamber would | 
take this «amendment and pass them both | 
lowe ther. If both the political ea les would 
nite here in removing the disabilities of men 
who have offended aguinst their country, and 
in protecting the rights of the poor and the | 
humble and the wrouged, those who have for | 
yeneralions felt nothing but the oppressions 
I I race and the oppressions of our 
colonial, State, and national Governments—if 


he 


would unite in adopting these two meas 
would tend to the peace and harmony 
of the.country, and would certainly be an im- 


‘ 


nense advance from Our present position. 

We are told by the Senator from Georgia | 
that if pass h @ measure as this our 
} ly he ] ] 
( U ie schools and ou ir people in social 
life will ‘ he dist 


| forget tl inctions between these 
two race I do not think the 


distinctions 
between the races are 


likely to be forgotten 

altogether in the future, [Iam very sure they 
have not been forgotter n the past, Che 
other day when my colltague addressed the 
enate these galle ries were filled by ‘ colored 
men and women, thror l sing he re to he ir their 
righ vitilente d, but there was hardly a full- 
ed black man among them. We have 
heard all through these forty years about these 
it distinctions between the races, about the 
iperiority oi the one race over th ol r, and 

é we have seen everywhere around us eVi- 


dences that these distinctions were very often 
forgotten. 


Senator from 
other day 
Ss even int 


Che 
BURY } 


Delaware [Mr. Sau.s- 
wished to Carry these 
» our 


the 
last 
e Senator pro 
er of a Christian e 


resiing- places. 
amen 
the great 
denominations of Christians in our country, @ 
denomination that has hundreds of thousands 
men and black men within its folds; 
and yet that Senator was apprehensive that in 
the churches, in the prayer aud in 
ting-places of dead the distinction 
would not be kept up between the Methodist 
white man and the Methodist black man. I 
wonder “if Senator wishes to go further, 
if he wishes to go into the presence of his 
Maker and to have those distinctions recog- 
nized’ th between the white man and the 

white Christian and the black 


i hat honorab! $8e@s Lo be 


iurch, ot one ot 


ol white 


meetings, 


the res ue 


Lhat 


black man, Lae 

Chrisuian. 
Sir, this 

about these distinct 


about superiority of race, 

ions in this Christian and 
democratic land, should pass away and pass 
away forever. Thank God, those distinctions 
passing away, passing away in law, pass- 
ing away in power, passing away by force of 
public opinion. Ali that is high and noble 
and pure in the country is against recognizing 
these unchristian, inhumane, and undemocratic 
theories. 

| hope, sir, that the amendment proposed 
by my colleague will be adopted by the Sen- 
ate, and that we shall pass this disability bill 
with that amendment. I hope it will also be 
ained in the other branch of Congress ; 
but if it is not, we shall see where rests the 
responsibility before the country for its defeat. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I have but a 
word to say. It dues not occur to me that the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. SuMNER] is subject to the criticism 
which has been made upon it by the Senator 
from Gvorgia, [Mr. Norwoop.}| The amend- 
ment as it was first introduced read in this 
wise: 

That every law, statute, ordinance, 
or custom, whether national or State, 
with this act, or making any discriminations against 


any person on account of color by the use of the 
word ‘ white,’ is hereby repealed and annulled. 


talk 


ure 


Sus 


regulation, 
ine onsistent 


[he words ‘* national or State’’ were stricken 
from the section, and I do not understand the 
amendment as it is now presented to under 
take to repe: al or annul State legislation. The 
Senator from Massachusetts and all of us will 
agree that the C ongress of the United States 
cannot reach State legislation in that way, 
annulling and repealing their acts. The way 
that we reach State legislation as to subjects 
over which it is proper for the national Gov- 
ernment to take cognizance is by aflirmative 
legislation, and not by repealing State laws. | 
think any court will cogstrue this statute to 
mean that those statutes are annulled and 
repealed that the Federal Government has 
ee on over, and has the right to repeal 

d aon ul. 

Mr. MORTON Mr. President, there is 
one section contained in the amendment of 
the Senator from Massachusetts which is omit- 
ted in that offered by the Senator from Wis- 
consin to which | desire to call the attention 
of the Senate. I think the omission is a very 
important The fourth section of the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Mas- 
suchusetts declares— 


oue, 


That no person shall be disqualified for service 
as jurorin any court, national or State, by reason 


| of race, color, or previous condition of servitude: 


i 


Provided, Thi itsuch person possesses all other qui uli- 
fications which are by law prescribed; and any a 
cer or other persons charged with any duty in th 
selection and summoning of jurors, Xe. 

Now, it occurs to me that if we have the 


power to pass any part of this bill, or to enforce 


any of the privileges or immunities that belong | 


to citizens of the United States as such, we 
have the right to enforce the provision con- 
tuined in this section. It is the right of the 
State to prescribe the qualifications of jurors, 
| that they shall be householders, if you please, | 


‘| that they shall be of a certain age, that they 
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} 


are dif. 
seems to ; 


shall be tax- payers—the qualific ations 
ferent in different States—but it 
that it is a violation of the spi nd of 

| essence of the fourteenth amendment to « 
| that a State may exclude a man from ly» 
juror on account of his race or eolor ; in othe. 
words, while he may be required tO have 
the other qualifications that the State hag ¢) 
right to prescribe in regard to white men, yo. 
that he shall not be excluded if he has thoca 
qualifications because of his color. I regard 
this as one of the most important provisions of 
this bill. 


| 

] Mr. CARPENTER. Will my friend allow 
|} me to ask him a question? 

| Mr. MORTON. Yes, sir. 

|} Mr. CARPENTER. What distinction does 


the Senator draw between our power to fix the 
qualifications of jurors in a State court and of 
judges on the State bench? 
Mr. MORTON. IL am not now discussing 
the question whether Congress would have 
right to prescribe the qualifications for being 
ap pointe adtoa judg reship ina State. Id ibt 
very much whether it would. But I am now 
considering the specific case of the jur r, and 
I say it is essential to the protection of the 
rights and immunities of people of all 1 
| that they shall not be excluded from the j 
box wet of race. 

Mr. CARPENTER, If my friend will allow 
me to interrupt him once more, is it not equal! 
| essential that they should not be excluded 
the bench on account of race or color? 

Mr. MORTON. I doubt whether there js 
any power to exclude them from the bench; 
but that question is not before the Senate. If 
a man cannot be excluded from voting in any 


ALY 


Al 


State because of his race or color [ doubt 
| whether that can be made a test for office 
| under the amendments to the Constitution, 


But it is sufficient to discuss the question that 
| is now before the Senate. 

There is one State in this Union to-day 
where a man is excluded from the jury-box 
because of his color. A man of his own color 
may be on trial for crimes that affect his life, 
that affect his fortune, that affect his family, 
and yet a black man is excluded from the 
jury-box because of his color. I submit that 
that is in violation of the very spirit of the 
| fourteenth amendment; and, if we have any 
| power to pass this bill at all, we have the 
power to say that a man shall not be excluded 
from the enjoyment of that right which is so 
fundamental, that right which is so vital 
the liberty, to the equal rights, and to the pro- 
tection of the people of this country—the right 
to enter the jury-box. It has now been set- 
| tled I believe—I think that is the opinion 
that under the fourteenth amendment a man 
cannot be excluded from testifying in a court 
of justice because of his color. 1 think Ken- 
tucky has just given way upon that question. 
| believe a bill has passed one house of the 
Legislature, and perhaps both, allowing col- 
ored men to testify. It was enacted by the 
civil rights bill of 1866 that no man should be 
excluded from the witness-box in the State 
courts because of his color; in other words, it 
was his privilege, it was an immunity under 
| the Constitution of the United States belong- 
| ing to the citizen of the United States, that le 
should be allowed to testify, not only for his 
own protection, but for the protection of others. 
If you cannot exclude a man from the witness: 
box in a State court because of his color, I 
ask how can you exclude him from the jary- 
box on account of his color? 

Mr. CARPENTER. Will my friend permit 
me to make asuggestion? I purposely omitted 
that provision in the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts because I doubted the 
constitutionality of it. If we had the power 
to pass it I should vote for it in a moment. 
But there is the broadest possible distinction 
between our power under the fifteenth amend- 
ment to do just what we are authorized to do; 
|, that is, to prevent the States from making any 

















rimination as to color in the matter of vot- 
yuse that is expressly cor ferred upon 
ernment, and going a step 
ijaving upon them an inhi bition to make 
euch Jegisltation in filling offices. The right 
-in the jury-box strikes me as a polit- 

| that of serving on the 
jt is not inherent in a citizen. 
woman would have as much right to serve in 
y-box asa man. A woman is as much 

igen aS a man, and always has been under 

s Government. ‘The political right to be a 


wht like beneh 


lf it was, a | 
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| ground, for I trust our 


further | 


the political right to be a sheriff, the | 


ical right to be the clerk of a court, the 
tical right to serve as a juror, seem to me 
+) fall into the same class and belong to those 


question Cann 


tical rights as to which the States always | 


have discriminated and may still discriminate. 
right to testify in court is undoubtedly 
of those inherent privileges that belong 
a citizen which the State cannot impair; 
put that is different from the political right to 
serve aS @ juror or judge; at least it seems so 
» me, 
Mr. NORWOOD. I ask the Senate to in- 
remarks of the Senator from New Jersey, 
I RELINGHUYSEN.] I should like to eall 
his attention to the fact that there is language 
used here that does not apply to congres- 
sionallegislation; for instance the word ‘‘ordin- 
ance’’ could not refer to any legislation of 
Congress. It would refer to a constitutional 
which would be higher than the 
siatutes, and this statute could not repeal any 
rdinance of the Government of the United 
states. 


pl ision 


Again, the word ‘‘ custom’’ being used 
shows that it relates to the States, because 
there is no such thing as a custom in United 
States law; it is all positive law. Then come 
in State statutes and State common law, which 
shows clearly that the drawer of this amend- 
meut intended it should reach every State reg- 
ulation which prohibited marriages between 
whites and blacks. 

Mr. POMEROY. I inquired of the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin when he introduced this 
amendment wherein it differed 
amendment of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, and | understood him to state quite con- 
cisely the difference. The Senator from 
Georgia replied more at length, in which he 
gal i the ¢ liffe rence among ot he r things con- 
sisted in this: that it repealed the law they 
had in Ge ‘orgia against the intermarriage of 
white and black people. [ did not know that 
they had any such law in Georgia, but I have 
known for many years since we commenced 
the agitation of this anti-slavery struggle our 
Democratic friends were always afraid that we 
should bring about a state of things whereby 
people of one color would be allowed to marry 
those of another, and | have known them io 
go so far as to pass a law restraining them- 
selves from marrying black women. I have 
never felt the necessity of any such statute, 
{iaughter,] and I think it is a sort of imposi- 
tion upon a man to place him under any such 
restraint. In any State or country that [ ever 
lived in men were in the habit of choosing 
their wives and marrying them. If anybody 
wants a law to restrain him on that subject, I 
do not know that I should object to his hav- 
ing it, and yet 1 never could see the necessity 
for one, 

Mr. NORWOOD. If the Senator from 
Kansas will pardon me for a moment, I will 
say that we have such a law, and all we ask is 
to be **let alone.’” If we had the extreme 
virtue of the Senator, probably we should not 
need it. (Laughter. J 

Mr. POMEROY. I did not understand the 
Senator. My point, however, is simply this: 
that if this amendment of the Senator from 
Massachusetts repeals a law that they have in 
Georgia, or any other State, on that subject, I | 
do not think it should be opposed on that 


| but a little lower than the 
| were any races of men. 
ilce me for a moment in reference to the || 





from the | 


|| it inadvertentiy in 
i! recollect, sir, that it was on the last day before 
| the recess when the Senate was in much con- 





i| 


| had different origins, that there were divers | 
| kinds of human beings, one descending 


| tainly not in his destiny, and, if anything, only 


ghe colored people all their legal rights, but I 


| religious worsh!p, 
|| against the amnes 
| verymuch. We 

| of Re presentatives the status 


friends there do not 
need the restraining influences of any such 
law, and they ought not to oppose this amend- 
menton that ground. If there are other rea- 
sons, they may be good ones, but | cannot econ- 
ceive that such a reason should bea good one, 
because they ought to have the largest liberty 
in Greorgia that they have in any other State, 
and it is a question of taste and choice which 
1 think should not be regulated by law. 

But, Mr. President, | noticed that the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts [ Mr. WiLson] in | 
his reply one about races of men and races 
of wome L thor ght we had got beyond that 
! know of the human race, 
but I do not know anything abont races of 
men as if it had come to pass now that men | 


r from 
ascending from beneath. 
Why, Mr. President, I learned long since to 
regard mankind as of the human race. I 
learned in my childhood that man was made | 
angels, not that there | 
| hold that every in- 

dividual, the poorest and the weakest, is a man | 
notwithstanding, allied to immortality, and that 
in no sense can it be said that one is superior 
to the other; certainly not in his origin; cer- 


above and the other 


in his attainments, only in the circumstances 
that have surrounded him. 

I trust that in this country and under our 
Government at least, where all power is de- 
rived from the consent of the governed—and 
we have introduced every human being into 
the governing class among us—we shail not 
now argue for a law to restrain men from asso- 
ciating together whom God hath made of one 
blood. 1 cannot conceive that this amendment | 
of the Senator from Wisconsin can be open to 
any such objection as has been made by the 
Senator from Georgia; but, if it is open, | 
say then there sbould be no obstacle placed 
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vote of that 
liberty woul 


kind the great apostle of religious 
dand animate the liteless 
stone and walk over here to rebuke me for it 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pat- 
TERSON in the chair.) The pending question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Wis 
consin to the amendmeat of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, upon which the yeas and nays 


i desce 


have been ordered. 


Mr. BOREMAN., 
amendment reported. 

Che Chief Clerk read the amendmentto the 
amendment 

Mr. MORTON. TL inquire if itis in orde, 
now to offer an amendment to the substitute 


I should like to have the 


| ofthe Senator from Wisconsin? 


The PRESIDING 


order to move to 


OFFICER. It is in 
perfect the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
but it is not in order to amend the amend 
ment offered by the Senator from Wisconsin, 
because that is an amendment to an amend- 
ment, 

Mr. MORTON. The amendment of the 
Senator from Wisconsin is offered as a substi- 


| tute. Will there be an opportunity, after it is 


adopted as a substitute, to amend it? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be 
in order to amend it | \y Way of addition. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I would suggest to the 


Senator from Wisconsin if it would not be bet- 


| ter to put his words in the exact language of 
| the constitutional amendment, 


to its passage, because if any one in Georgia || 


is suffering from 
to be repealed. 
Mr. ANTHONY. 1 do not precisely under- 
stand the shape of the two amendments that 
are proposed bythe Senator from Wisconsin 
and the Senator from 


a law of that kind it ought 


amendment of the.Senator trom 
setts [ did vote for it before, 


Massachu 
but I voted for 
one respect. You will 


fusion, and I did not understand that there was 
anything in it restricting it in any way, or 
regulating publie worship. if the amendment 
of the Senator from New Jersey frees the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts from that altogether, [| am willing to 
go for it; otherwise I shall vote for the 
amendment of the Senator from Wisconsin, 
and I was in hopes the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts would accept so much of the amend- 
ment at least as freed his proposition from 
all religious restrictions. I say so, because 
I am very anxious indeed to vote to give to 





shall not vote to give any person any religious 
rights, or to take from any person any religious 
rights. If there are white men so foolish as 
to believe that it is not right for negroes to 
worship with them, I pity them, but [ shall 
not vote to deprive them of their undoubted 
right to worship so. If, on the other hand, 
there are colored men who are so foolish as to 
be unwilling to worship with white people, I 
pity the delusion, but | respect the rights 7 
each case. I shall not vote for any bill tha 

contains any provision which interferes with 
even if it compels me to vote 
ty bill, whic 
have just pt 


nh i should regret 

in the old House 
of the founder 

of our State, and I think if I were to give a | 


\ 


New Jersey. I am || 
| desirous of voting for the principle of the 


Mr. CARPENTER. In what respect? 

Mr. ANTHONY. ‘Race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude.’’ You have some other 
words in it. 

Mr. CARPENTER. If there is anything 
else let it be stricken out. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Theword ‘nationality’ 
is used. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I will strike that out. 
I meant to follow the language of the consti- 
tutional amendment. 

Mr. MORTON. I sh: muld like 
the amendment of the S 
sin, and will do so if it is in order to amend it 
afterward. In some respects I like it better 
than the original amendment. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I[think, if the Senator from 
Indiana will give me his attention, 1 can sug- 
gest how he can reach the object he has in 
view. If the text of the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Wisconsin be adopted it 


to vote for 
Senator from Wiscon- 


| will be the sense of the Senate inthose words, 


} . ' 
and will stand and cannot be amended; but a 





| that account. 
|| for me at the desk from the Journal of the 


new and distinct proposition, which may be 
additional matter, can be offered by way of 
addition, and the Senator, if he desires to 
amend it in that way, will be in order to move 
it after its adoption. 

Mr. MORTON. I want to add the fourth 
section of the amendment of the Senator from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. HAMLIN. That will be in order, it 
the substitute shall be adopted, afier its 


| adoption. 


Mr. SUMNER. Before the vote is taken, 
I hope the Senate will pardon me if I explain 
briefly the difference between the two amend- 
ates 

First, let me say a word in regardto the way 
in whie ich the amendment moved by me comes 
before the Senate. Even this circumstance 
has been dwelt on in this debate, and I 
been criticised—lI think not always justly —on 


Here is a memorandum inside 


Senate, which shows the history of this amend 


ment. I will read it: 

“May 13, 1870. Mr. Scwwer asked and obtained 
leave to bringin a bill (S. No. ¥'6) supplementary > 
in act entitled "An act to protect all persons ¢ tne 
United States in their i rights, and to iurniso 
the means of their vindica , passed April 9, 18 
woich was read the li i 1 second tite, and re- 
ferred to the Committee ont ae tary. 

* July 7,1870. Keported by Mr. TxumeuLi, among 


other bills, adversely, and the bill in dedaiiels post- 
poned,”’ 
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1 would say that at the 
made I did not notice it. I was in my seat, 
but the bill was in a with other bills 
and did not attract attention, so that the vote 
of the Senate indefinite! 


b indle 


y postponing it passed, 


at least so far as I was concerned, unobserved. 
‘* January 20,1871. Mr. Sumner asked and ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill (S. No. 1234)”’ 


The same biil as before 


‘which was referred to the Committee on the Judi 

™ February 15, 1871. Reported by Mr. TrumBpuLy. 
adversely, and placed upon the Calendar, where it 
remained unacted upon to the end of the I orty-First 
Congress. 

It will be observed that the Congres 
on the 4th of March. During the 
business in the last fortnight of the se 
Senate will see that it was impossible for me 
to move the bill, and I may remind the Sen 
ate—they will pardon me, however, for doing 
it—that during ten days or a fortnight of that 
period I was, for the first time since | 
been in the 
from illness. 

March 9, 1871. Mr. Sumner asked and obtained 
leave to bring in a bill (S. No. 99)”’ 


of the 


“which was read twice and placed upon the Cal- 
endar.”’ 


I find, on referring 
the following record: 


‘Mr. Sumner. This bill has 
reported adversely upon by the Committee on the 
Judiciary. I think, therefore, it will not be advis- 
able to refer it again to thatcommittee. [tis avery 
important bill; nothing more important could be 
submitted to the Senate; and I submit that Con- 
gress ought to act upe it before we go home. No 
resolution of adjournment should be adopted until 
the bill 1 now holdin my hand, or something equiva- 
lent to it, becomes a law. 

“Mr. Hamuiix. What is the 


s ended 
press of 
ssionthe 


have 
Senate, obliged to leave my seat 


same title 


g to the Globe of that date, 


title of the bill?” 

Then in answer I proceeded to give not only 
the title, but to explain the character of the 
bill, and vindicate it at some length, 
ing with these words: 


conclud- 


I believe that our colored fellow- 
exposed to outrage which the Congress 
States can arres and so long as Congress fails to 
arrest this outrage the Republican party, with 
which I am associated, with whose welfare and sue- 
cess | am identified, must necessarily suffer. How 
ean the Republican party turn to their colored fel- 


‘itizens are 
ot the United 


low-citizens for their votes when they leavethem to 
be insulted, as they are now, whenever they travel 
upon a railway or enter a hotel? Sir, I give notice 


that I shall press this bill to a vote.” 

This was March 9, 1871. 
remember that durin 
certain specilic quesiions were considered, 
and there was no chance for my bill. At 
last, during this session, before the holidays, 
when the present measure of amnesty was 
under consideration, I found for the first time 
a chance. Twice had I introduced the bill, 
and on my motion it was referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee, whc had twice reported 
against it. Sir, was I to be discouraged on 
that account? No committee enjoys higher 
authority on this floor than the Judiciary Com- 
mittee; but I have been here long enough to 
know that its reports do not always find tavor. 
Have we not during this very session, within 
a very few days, seen that committee over- 
ruled on the apportionment question? Against 
its report the House bill was adopted. And 
if I go back to an earlier period, 1 remember 

discussion lasting for weeks of great polil- 


Senators will 


7 that brief session only 


ical importance which ended in overruling the | 


unanimous report, | think, of that committee. 


The commitiee reported against the expulsion | 


of Jesse D. Bright. Senators were not willing 
to accept that report, and—— 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
way. 

Mr. SUMNER. There was ao resolution 
from the committee against his expulsion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It was nota unanimous | 
report. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; then call ita 
resolution from the committee against his ex- 
pulsion, Suffice it to say there was such a 


I never 


. , 
time the report was 


| inquiry is 


already been twice | 


| of the Judiciary Committee, 


| rights act out of which it grows 
| it is a supplement. 


reported that | 





| State court. 
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resolution, and other Senators who. had not 
the honor of being on the committee brought | 


forward a substitute, and after debate, excited 
debate, that substitute was adopted by a two- 


thirds vote, and Jesse D. Bright was expelled.- 


Here was an overruling of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, not merely by a majority, but by two 


thirds, thus attesting that this committee is || 


not always infallible. 
Therefore, 


and ask your votes, even though it have not 


| the sanction of this important committee. I 
| wish this measure had their sanction; but I 
| do not hesitate to say that this measure is more 


important to the Judiciary Committee than 
that committee is important to the measure. 
On this occasion the committee will suffer the 
most. A measure like this, which links with 
the Constitution of the United States and 
with the Declaration of Independence, if the 


| Senator from Wisconsin will pardon me—— 


Mr. CARPENTER. 
Mr. SUMNER. 
sentence, 


Mr. CARPENTER 





Mr. President 
I have not finished the 


I rise to ask why that 
made of me. Have I criticised 
allusions to the Declaration of Independence? 

Mr. SUMNER. I feared the Senator would 


' not allow allusion to the Declaration except 
| as a revolutionary document. 
| ure, linked as it is with the great title-deeds 


I say this meas- 


of our country, merits the support not only 
but of this Sen- 
ate. The Senate cannot afford to reject it. 
Sir, lam weak and humble; [ ask nothing 
for myself; but [ know that when I! present 
this measure and plead for its adoption, I am 
strong, because | have behind me infinite jus- 
tice and the wrongs of an oppressed race. 
‘The measure is not hasty. It has been care- 
fully considered already in this Chamber, much 
considered elsewhere, considered by lawyers, 
by politicians, ay, sir, and considered by our 
colored tellow-citizens whose rights it under- 
takes to vindicate. But at the eleventh hour 
the Senator from Wisconsin comes forward 
with a substitute which is to a certain extent 
an emasculated synonym of the original meas- 
ure, seeming to be like it and yet not like it, 


feeble where the original is strong, incomplete | 
| where the original is complete, petty where 
the original is ample, and without machinery | 


for its enforcement, while the original is well- 


|| supplied and most effective. 


hat you may 
introduced by me, 


understand the amendment 
I call attention to the civil 
and to which 
That great statute was 
passed April 9, 1866, and is entitled ‘‘An act 
to protect all persons in the United States in 
their civil rights, and to furnish the means of 
their vindication.’’ It begins by declaring 
who are citizens of the United States, and 
then proceeds to say: 

“Such citizens of every race and color, without 
regard to any previouscondition of slavery or invol- 
untary servitude, except as apunishment for crime 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, 


shall have the same right in every State and Terri- 
tory in the United States ”— 


lo do what? 


¢ 
‘to make and enforce contracts, to sue, be parties, 


Be give evidence, to inherit, purchase, lease, sell, 
hold, and convey real and personal property, and to 
full and equal benefit of all laws and proceedings 
tor the sec urity of person and property as is enjoyed 
by white citizens, and shall be subject to like pun- 


| ishment, pains, and penalties, and to none other, 


any law, statute, ordinance, regulation, or custom, 
to the contrary notwithstanding.” 


The Senate will perceive that the civil rights 
act operates not only in the national but in the 
State jurisdiction. No one will question that. 
It operates in every national] court and in every 
The language is, ‘* in every State 
_and Territory in the United States.’’ 
| State court is opened. Persons without distine- 
tion of color are entitled to sue and be sued, 

especially to be heard as witnesses, and the 
colored man may hold up his hand as the white 
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sir, ] am not without precedent || 
when I bring forward an important measure 
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man. The Senator from Wisconsin Would 
say possibly this was an intrusion upon Stats 
ri; ghts. [ do not hold it so. 

“Mr. CARPENTER. I have expressed no 
such Opinion as that. I havestated disting} ’ 


that [| regard that bill as constitutional. 

Mr. SUMNER. Ve ry well. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I trust the Senato, 
will not try to charge me with anything [ have 
not said for the purpose of il llustr: ting & mere 


| difference of opinion between him and me, 1 
| a constitutional question, when L am anxi: 
| to support his amendment as it is, if it can be 


done without trampling on the Constitution, 

Mr. SUMNER. Very weil; I am glad o; 
the avowal of the Senator. Lam glad he prom: 
ises to support the amendment. 

Mr. CARPENTER. [do not promise tha 
as itis drawn. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; he does not 
promise to support the amendment as ir 
drawn. I am unhappy, I dare say, in my w,; 
of presenting the question. I wish I Soatt 
present it so that the Senator from Wisconsiy 
would find some ground on which he could give 
it his favor. But before I finish I hope, per- 
haps vainly, to produc e some impr e&$810n On th 
Senator, for I shali ask his attention to poin 
which seem to me important. The Senator 
makes a distinction between what he calls 


18 


| political rights—that was the term | understood 
| him to employ—and civil rights. 


The right to 
testify he denominates a political right. It is 
not so treated inthis law; I never heard it go 
regarded. 1 think 1 do notdo injustice to the 
Senator 

Mr. CARPENTER. 
not hear the remark. 

Mr. SUMNER. said that I understood 
the Senator trom Wisconsin to treat the right 
to testify as a poiitical right. 

Mr. CARPENTER. No, sir; quite the 
reverse ; one of the privileges of citizenship, 
I'he right to serve in the jury-box and on the 
bench is a political right. 

Mr. SUMNER. I knew there was a dis- 
tinction in the Senator’s mind. Now, I ask 
the Senator to consider what is the difference 
in character between the right to testify and 
the right to sit on a jury? 

Mr. CARPENTER. Or onthe bench. 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘The Senator will allow me 
to put the question in the way I prefer. I say 
nothing about the bench, and the Senator is 
too good a lawyer not to see why. He knows 
well the history of trial by jury; he knows 





I beg pardon, I did 


| that at the beginuing the jurors were witnesses 


from the nei ighb« hood, afterward becoming 
judges, not ot the law, but of the fact. hey 
were originally witnesses from the vicinage, so 
that if you go back to the very cradle of our 
jurisprudence you find jurors nothing but wit- 
nesses, and now | insist that they should 
come under the same rule as witnesses. If 
the courts are opened to colored witnesses, I[ 
insist by the same title they must be opened 
to colored jurors. Call the right political or 
civil, according to the distinction of the Sen- 
ator. No matter. ‘The right to be a jury- 
man is identical in character with the right to 
be a witness. I know not if it be political or 
civil; it is enough for me that it is a right to 
be guarded by the nation. Isay nothing about 
judges, for the distinction is obvious between 
the two cases. I speak now of colored jurors, 
and I submit as beyond all question that every 
reason or argument which opens the courts to 
colored witnesses must open them to colored 
jurors. The two go together as natural yoke- 
tellows. 

But do not, sir, forget the necessity of the 
case. How can justice be administered 
throughout States thronging with colored fel- 
low-citizens unless you have them on the 
juries? Denying to colored fellow-citizens 
their place on the juries, you actually deny 
them justice. 
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etters almost daily from the South, com- 

ling of the impos ssibility of obtaining jus- 
e .e in State courts because colored fellow- 
citizens are excluded from the jurie s. I say, 
-yerefore, from the necessity of the case and 
aiso from the analogy of witnesses, the courts 
chould be opened to colored jurors. 1 think 
he Senator makes a mistake in striking his 
blow in the very temple of justice. He strikes 
down the safeguards of justice for the whole 
colored race; and what is the excuse? That 
to sit on the jury is a question of politic s, that 
it is a political right and not a civil right. 


Sir, I cannot bring myself to make any ques- 
tion whether it is acivil right or a political 
right; itisaright. Itisa right which those 
nen have by thelaw of nature and by the Con- 
sitebon of the United States, interpre sted by 

. Declaration of Independence. The Sen- 
ator smiles. I know he smiles always when 


the Declaration of Independence is mentioned. 


Mr. CARPEN TER. I smiled approba- 
tion. [Laughter. ] 


Mr. SUMNER. Very well, I am very glad 
to have the Senator’s approbation. 

Mr. CARPENTER. 1 modity that and say 
‘“assent.’’ 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘ Assent’’ or ‘‘ approba- 
tion,’ itiswelecome. But, sir, not content with 
striking at the colored race even in the very 
temple of justice, the Senator goes further, 
and finding an apology in the Constitution, 
insists upon an exclusion from churches which 
Petroleum V. Nasby had set up before. From 
jurie s I now come to churches. ‘The Senator 
is not or igine al; he copies, as I shall show 
him, from a famous Democrat, who flourished 
during thewar. But before I come to his pro- 
totyp e, let us consider the constitutional ques- 
tion presented by the Senator with so much 
gravity, without even the smile that plays so 
readily on his countenance. He seemed in 
earnest when he read these words of the Con- 
stitution : 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an estab- 

lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof.’ 
And then without a smile he argued that the 
application of the great political principles of 
the Declaration of Independence and of the 
recent constitutional amendments to a church 
organization incorporated by law was a viola- 
tion of this provision, and he read from the 
work of the much venerated friend of my early 
life, and my master, the = Judge 
expounding thatprovision. I donot know if 
the Senator read these words from the com- 
mentary of that great jurist : 

“The real object of the amendment was not to 
countenance, much less to advance Mahometanism, 
or Judaism, or infidelity, by prostrating Christian- 
ity ; but to exclude all rivalry among Christian 
sects “= 

See, sir, what it is— 

“but to exclude all rivalry among Christian sects, 
and to prevent any national ecclesiastical establish- 
ment, which should give to a hierarchy the exclusive 
patronage of the national Government.”’ 

How plain and simple! The real object was 
to exclude all rivalry among Christian sects, 
and to prevent any national ec cclesiastical estab- 
lishment. ‘This was the real object. 

But the Senator says if Congress declares 
that the Declaration of Independence in its fun- 
damental principles is applicable to a church 
organization incorporated by State or national 
authority, we violate this provision of the Con- 
stitution! You heard him, sir; I do no injus- 
tice to his argument. 

The great jurist, Judge Story, continues in 
another place: 

** Tt was under a solemn consciousness of the dan- 
gers from ecclesiastical ambition, the bigotry of 
spiritual pride, and the intolerance of sects, thus 
exemplified in our domestic as well as in foreign 
annals, that it was deemed advisable to exclude from 
the national G Government all power to act upon the 
subject.” 

To act upon what subject? The subject of 
@ religious establishment. No pretense here 
of denying to Congress the establishment of 


te 


Story, 


ment by law of the fundamental principles of | 
the Declaration of Independence. There is 
nothing in this text inconsistent with such a | 


law. The Constitution forbids all interference 
with religion. It does not forbid all effort 
to carry out the primal principles of repub- 


lican institutions. Now, sir, here is no inter- | 
ference with religion. I challenge the Sena- 

tor to show it. here is simply the 
of a political rule, or, if you please, a rule of 
political conduct. Why, sir, suppose the 
manners and morals recently revealed to us 
by the vivid pen of our best writers, 
which prevailed in Virginia during the early 
life of Mr. Je fferson, should find a home inthe 
churches of Washington. You may have read 
Mr. Parton’s ac that very ofien the cler- 
gyman reeled from the door to the pulpit; he 
reeled with intoxication while he was pronoune 
ing the benediction, some 
service, 


assertion 


one of 


count, 


‘times at the funeral 
sometimes at the marriage service. 
You find the account in a late number of the 
Atlantic Magazine. Suppose Congress, taking 
into consideration the peculiar circumstances 
of such misconduct, haakd give expression to 
public sentiment and impose a penalty for 
such intemperance here under our very eyes, 
would that be setting up anestablished c hurech ? 
Would that be a violation of the Constitution, 
in the provision which the Senator invokes, 
** Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion?’’ And yet in the 
ease | would enter the 
churches; it be only in the District of 
Columbia; but the case shows how untenable 
is the position of the Senator, according to 
which the effort of to 


suppose, Cougress 


mils oht 


C g 
ongress preserve 
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| the human family on account of 


82: 


their skin. 


| Only in the church can this outrage be perpe- 


trated ; 


beeause to forbid it would intertere 


with religion and set up an establishment.’’ 


Such, sir, is the argument of the Senator, 


| and he makes it in the name of religious lib- 


erty! 


Good God, sir! Religious liberty! The 


liberty to insult your fellow-man on account 


of his 
argument. 


skin! You listened to his eloquent 


L felt its eloquence, but [ regretted 


that such eloquence was employed in ae a 


cause, 
sciously copied from Petroleum V. 


churches from the desecration of intemperance | 


would be kindred to setting up an established 
religion. But there is a desecration a3 bad as 
intempers which I now oppose. And | 
introduce the case of intemperance only as an 
illustration. 

And now, sir, I come to the question. Sup- 
pose Congress declares that no person shall 
be excluded from any church on account of 
color, or previous condition, where is 
the interference with the constitutional pro- 
vision? Is that setting up a church establish- 
ment? Oh! no, sir. Itis simply setting up 
the Declaration of Independence in its primal 
truths, and applying them to churches to 
other institutions. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Will my friend allow 
me, not for the purpose of interrupting him, 
but to come to the point? Suppose Congress 
should passa law that in no church in this 
country should the Host be exalted during 

divine service? 

Mr. SUMNER 
well the diiference. 
| servance. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is not the point at all. 

Mr. CARPENTER, (to Mr. Epmunps.) 
Give it to me. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
Wisconsin makes amistake. Congress cannot 
interfere with any religious observance. Con- 
gress can do nothing to set up a religious estab- 
lishment. It can make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion. But the Senator 
must see that in the case he puts the law 
would be the very thing condemned. I thank 
him for that case. I propose no interference 
with any religious observance. Notin the least. 

| Far from it. 

Sir, the case is as clear as day. All that I 
ask is that, in harmony with the Declaration 
of Independence, there be complete equality 
before the law everywhere, in the inn, on the 
highway, in thecommon school, in the church ; 
ay, sir, and in the last resting-place on earth. 
‘The Senator steps forward and says ‘‘ No; | 
accept equality everywhere except in the 
church; there the Declaration of Independence 
is powerless; there the idea of a white man’s 
Government shall prev vail; a church organ 11Za- 


ance, 


race, 


as 


The Senator knows very 
lhat is a religious ob 


' 


|| showed itself in 


tion may be incorporated by national or State | 
police regulations, if you please, or an enforce- || authority, and yet allowed to insult brothers of 


entitled 


| 


I snid that he had consciously or uncon- 
Nasby. 
Here is a letter of that renowned character, 
‘*Goes on with his church,’ from 
which I read a brief passage : 
CauRCH OF St. VALLANDIGUM, 
June the L0th, 1863. 

We hed a blessid and improvin time yisterday. 
My little flock staggered in at the usual hour in the 
mornin, every man in a heavenly frame uv mind, 
hevin bin ingaged all nite in a work uv mercy, to 
wit, a mobbin uv two enrollin officers. One uv em 
resisted, and they smote him hip and thigh, even ez 
Bohash smote Jaheel. (Skriptooral, wich is nessary, 
bein in the ministry.) Ile wuz left for dead. 

We opened servis by singin a hym, wich 
commenc in ez follows: 

“Shel niggers black this land possess, 
And mix with us up here? 
Oh, no, my friends; we rayther guess 
We'll never stand that ’ere.” 

[ Laughter. ] 

Sir, l ask you if that is not the Senator's 
speech. (Laughter.] 1 know not whether it 
is necessary for meto go further. Something 
more I might say. Very well, I will; the 
Senator rather invites me. 

Mr. CARPENTER Oh, certainly, 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator becomes here 
the representative of caste; and where, sir? 
In a Christian church; and while espousing 
that cause he pleads the titution. Now, 
sir, | have to repeat—and here | am determ- 
ined not to be misunderstood—we have no 
right to enter the church and interfere in any 
way with its religious ordinances, as with the 
raising of the Host, according to the case put 
by the Senator; but when a church organ- 
ization asks the benefit of the law by an act 
of incorporation, it must submit to the great 
primal law of this Union—the Constitution of 
the United States, interpreted by the Declara 
tion of Independence. ‘The Senator smiles 
again; I shall cometo that by andby. When- 
ever a church organization seeks incorporation 


[ writ, 


go ahead. 


Cons 


| it must submit to the great political law of the 
land. It can have the aid it seeks only by 
submitting to this political law. Hereisnotb- 
ing of religion—it is the political law, the law 
of justice, the law of equal rights. The Sen- 
| ator says no; they may do as they please in 
| churches because they are churches, because 
they are homes of religion, of Christianity ; 
there they may insult on account of the skin. 
I call that a vindication of caste, and caste in 
| one of its most offensive forms. Youallknow, 
| sir, the history of caste. It is the distinction 


: HT Pree ti tena sii ‘it Stemi Gute 
I think the Senator from || Of Which we first have conspicuous record in 


| the East, though it has prevailed more or less 
| in all countries; but it is in the East that it 
such forms as to constitute 
| the type by which we describe the abuse. It 
is an offensive difference between persons 
| founded on birth, not unlike that maintained 
among us on account of a skin received from 
birth. 
And now pardon me if I call attention to 
| the way in which that discrimination has been 
characterized by the most eminent 
familiar with it. I begin with the words of 
| an estimable character known in religion and 
| also in poetry—Bishop Heber, of Calcutta, 
who characterized caste in these forcible 
terms: 
“Tt is a system which tends, more than any else 
the devil has yet invented, to destroy the feelings 


of general benevolence, and to wake nine tenths of 
mankind the hopeless slaves of the remainder. 


Then comes the testimony of Rev. Mr. 
Rhenius, a zealous and successful missionary 
in the Kast: 

“T have found c 


pe rsous 


aste, both in theory and practice, 
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\ ‘ EN dA the Sena allow 
} 41 
I i if iit Com 
read e I ( i con 
’ Lo itu e | ed Stal e 
" 
lL} ] y | rik Ll encel Vv nu 
Mi UMNER The Senator will learn 
: . : : 
belore i am yuigh. I shal apply them, I 
am ne ea ry ag st ne, the Senator 
, ’ 
y k \ her n Hary, Rev. C. 
ae 
iui ah ' 
el re! l, for itis anox 
1 j f w bh +) : cannot 
6 1 it has been 
‘ ' ! ! 1 nevertf urisnpeu oe 
And n mi ne ask you to hear the 
v e of a Hind convert to Christianity: 
ld of i ciple of prid 
more bighls 
{ I s itself into and 
! f es himseil as follows: 
When God made mar ! ntention was, not that 
thes | he divided | hate one auother, and 
tempt ndthis ' hiehty of themsac es 
{ 1 ke , +7 ‘ t it tie 
ha some wnnerent 
not. it ma s him desy sé 
i | r than hin f in regard to 
caste the design of God.” 
\ 1 mt native uses this language 
; \ eT rd caste part and pP reel of j lola- 
ithen abominations, because it is 
i wavs contrary to God’s word, and directly 
God if? 
j ide these extracts with a sum 
n lR Jo h Roberts, from whose 
“ i LV ilhbered them: 
\\ every J ce, Witness against it, and 
«} G titselfisnurturingatre 
in ‘ that through its heathen managers it 
is Lint course which obstructs the pro 
v 1 keeps in repulsion our 
\ tes and nurses distine 
t ien to all the cordialities of life: 
i w mn any other thing, makes the 
i j n betwixt the governed and gov- 
t 
‘ f f ire trong ar nd unimpeach 
| verument is nurturing a tre 
I ) niant by the side of 


W ( t flourish; pai 


] and 
; , asystem which, more than 
> oe invent r tends 
{ ) neral benevolence. 
. . npious, accursed, 

i 

\ ~ 

» answer the inquiry 
yf t i ‘ | these as an 
{ GG i ition of the | ni- 
t r i ly | Ae iy { l do read 
oulrage which seems to 


a S itor from Wiscon- 


t at least, that he can look 
{ \ ! rpr 1 by the Decla- 
nden e, pro luiming the equal 


| find no word empowering Con- 
{ > provide tha 1 churches organize by 
l think 


Ww I ‘ is outrage Shall cease. 


] no to the Senator. He finds no 
} lie ft is that if we exercise this 
hall have an established church, 

a e Constitution Sir, 1. too, 
in t v3 not in one solitary 
pr | Senator dos a. but from i 8 
prea ts las rmendment, and | InVOKe 
the D tron f J lependence The sen- 
ator vy smil I know how he treats that 
great « hartey | ‘ W h w in other d iys he 
has treated it But » Lire Di laration still 
| has be trifled with. derided. 

] en on this | but it is more 

\ nevel its primal truths, 

ant ced as sell-evident, are more command- 
Ing and t e beaming now than when first 
ered they are hike the sun in the heavens, 


With ight and warmth. 
DBeatore | proceed turther with the Declara- 
ti which { shall in a moment) allow me to 


call attention to an answer bya colored fellow 


THE 


Senator 
from Wisconsin. It is not I who speak. | 
Bil yuld iKe to 
to read, 
who might not 
“Mr. Mor 


citizen to this whole objection of the 


have said or written what | am 


about and | think there is no Ser 


ator 


be proud to be the author of it: 


TON, we know, isa man of sterling worth, 


a lover of justiee to all men, and the indefatigable 
supporter of the Government; yet we think his 
endment to the cis il rights bill is unnecs ry. 


It churches and cemeteries are to be excluded from 


the amendment, ouly partial justice will be donethe 
cause, Partial ye A is injustice as p: rttal ri ghtis 
wrong. They are absolute terms. Churches and 
cemeteries when incorporated by law should be 


governed by law, and in such instances the whim 


and caprice of a people cannot be entertained,” 
Sir, | am not saying this; it is a colored 
fellow-citizen who speaks. He proceeds: 

It is a baneful thing to create invidious distine- 
tions in ans yvernment; but more especially ina 
» Rep The nearness +. ahiah ana ris 

tepu be nearn with which one man 
sits to another in achurch has nothing more to do 
with his conscience 
o , 17 ; a) | 
be Senator from Wisconsin seems to think 
otherwl 
han the sitting in the same seat in a theater 
forms like opinions of the drama, or its actors, or 
sitting at the same table in a hotel affects the judg- 
mentor the taste, Matters in foro conscienti@ are 
not the business of thelaw. ‘The negro sits in th 
Senate, inthell use of Representatives, in the judi- 
cial chair, in the jury-box,side bysidethe white man, 
vying with his associates. What is the basis of any 
argument which justifies a distinction or difference 
mad » between h ,and his white brother in churches 
oreemeteries? To make a distinction in this latter 


of barbarism.”’ 
say that. It 1s 
thus answers t 


place is the highest type 
Ido not 

citizen who 

Senator— 


fell W- 
he objection of the 


a colored 


* Distinetion in 
Which Can sa ¢ 
It isto be f 
civil rights bill 
that we shall sea 


graveyards, justified by conscience, 
sily make a fiend of a man as a God. 
red that ere the amendments to the 
re through, it will be so distorted 
reely be able to identify it.’’ 
d? Isnotthe 
noonday between what is 
prohibited by the Constitution and 
proposed by my amendment? The 
between the two 1s as wide 
and 
is no likenes 
they can be 


Sir, is notthe Senator answer 
distinction clear as 

what is 
difference 
een the sky 
They cannot be mingled. There 
$, Slnilitude, or anything by which 
brought he Senator 
opposes a religious establishmen’. I assert 
that there shall be no political distinction, and 
that is my answeritol is argument on churches, 


And 


as betw 
the earth. 


tovrether. 


now, sir, may I say, in no unkindness, 


and not even in the spirit of eriticism, but 
simply aceording to the exigencies of this 
debate, that the Senator from Wisconsin has 


erred? If you will liste l think vou will see 
the origin of his error. "j do nol 
here, nor should I[ refer to it if he 
introduced it himself. ‘The Senator has never 
had an adequate j ie a of the great Dex laration 
The Senator smiles. Very well. Ihave been 
in this Chamber long enough to witness the 
vicissitudes of opinion on our Magna Charta. 
| have seen it derided more than it 
ever was by the Senator trom Wisconsin. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I should like to ask 
the Senator from Mccoasieninia when he ever 
heard me deride it? 

Mr. SUMNER 


introduce it 
had not 


by others 


The Senator will pardon 
me; 1am coming tothat. The Senator shall 
know. ‘The person who first in this Chamber 
=e ened enh upon the Declaration was John 
C. Calhoun in his speech on the Oregon bil 
June 27, 1848. He denounced the claim of 
equality as ** the most false and dangervus of 
all political errors;’’ and he proceeded to say 
that it ‘‘ has done more to retard the cause of 
liberty and civilization, and is doing more at 
present, than all other causes combined.’’ He 
then added that ‘‘for a long time it lay dor 
mant, but in the process of time it began to 
germ inate and pro ince its poisonous fruits 
Lhese poisonous fraits being that public senti- 
ment against slavery ehieh was beginuing to 
make itself felt. 

This extravagance naturally found echo from 
his followers. Mr. Pettit, a Senator from Indi- 
ana, ufler quoting the words ‘* we hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are cre- 
ated equal’’ proceeded to say: 

“Thold it to be a self-evident lie. 
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February 


such thing, Sir, tell me that the imbecile. 1, 
formed, the weak, the blurred intel 
my equal, physically, mentally, or moral] 
tell mea lie. ell me, sir, that tl 
South, | who is born astave, and with but 
one half the volume of brain attaches to the x 
European race, is his eqn al, and you tell 
physically a falsehood. There is no trut} 
ull,”’ 
This was said in the Senate February « 
1854. Of course it proceeded on a wri Piatt 
misconstruction of the Declaration, which 
nounced equality of rights and not any oth 
eqi ality, physical, intellectual, ormoral. Ity tionary 
a Declaration of rights: nor more, nor less Mi 
Then, in the order of assault, followed a , hy tna 
markah!s utterance from a much valued {; Mr. 
| of my own and of the Senator, ee late Rufy 
Choate, who, without descending it the sar \| 
particularity, seems to have reac the q t} 
conclusion, whei mn, in ad dres sing politi 
ciates. he characteriz e Declaration of 
pendence as vthat | sdiaitithte and elog 
nanifesto of a revolutionary war,”’ and 1 Mr 
again spo ‘ke of its self evident truths as ‘4! y 
} } 2°48 . 
clittering and sounding generalities of na 
right.’’ ‘This was in his | letter to the M 
W hig State central commi Angust 9, 1s | 
In my friendship for ola saaghehiaio | tor, | 
can never think of these too famous words M 
without a pang of regret. 
Th: 8S great q 1estion became a hinge in t] M 
4 
memorable debate between Mr. Douglas and 1 
Mr. Lincoln in the contest for the Senator r 3 
’[ilinois, when the former said. in v: 1s 


forms of speech, that **the Declaration 

dependence only included the white peo; ) Ly 
the United States;’? and Abrabam Linco! por 
replied that **the entire records of the w 
from the date of the Declaration of Inde 


ence up to within three years ago, ma 

seurched in vain for one single affirmat ti 

from one single man, that the negro wa at 
included in the Declaration.’’ ‘This was i of 
Mr. Lineoln’s speech at Galesburg, O wh 
7, 1858. I he repeated the s KR 





sentiment 

Andrew Johnson took up the strain, After {ir 
quoting the great words of the Declara’ 
said in this Chamber, December 12, 1859 ( 


Is there an intelligent man through 
country, is there a Senator, when 





i 
himselt of all party prejudice, who ‘ 
ward and say that be believes that Mr. J 
when he penned that paragraph ot the D Ve 
of Independence, intended itto embrace the A f { 
population? Is there a gentleman in the ] 
who believes any such thing? : : ; 
* There is not a man of respectable intellig 
will hazard his reputation upon such an a t 
All this is characteristic of the auth 
afterward revealed to us. ‘ 
Then, sir, in the list we skip to April 5, 1870, ( 


when the Senator from Wiscousin ranges h 

self in line characterizing the great truths of ; . 
Declaration as ‘*the generalities of t] P 

revolutionary pronunciamento.”’ In reply 

myself he rebuked me and said that it wa 





disposition, if I could not find a thing in the E 
Constitution, to seek for it in the Declaratio: B 
of Independence, and if it were not embodied F 
in the generalities of that revolutionary pro E 
nunciamento, then to go still further. 4 

Thatis notall,sir. I present this exposition . 
with infinite reluctance, but the Senator makes be 
it necessary. In his speech the other day he : 
undertook to state himself anew with regard re 
to the Declaration. He complained of me ct 
because I made the Constitution and the Dee- 4 
laration coequal, and that [ added that if e 
preference must be given to one it must be to : 
the Declaration. ‘To that he replied: & 

“Now, the true theory is plain’’— & 


Mr. President, you are to have the ‘‘true 
theory’’ on this important question— 


** Tf the Senator from Massachusetts says that ir 
doubtful cases it is the duty of a court or the duty 


of the Senate or the duty of any public officer t 

consider the Declaration of Independence, he i e 

right. So he wustconsider the whole history of this Bs 

country ; he must consider the history of the \- & 

onies, the Articles of Confederation, all anterior his- 3 
| tory. Thatis a principle of municipal law. Acon- i) 


tract entered into between two individuals, in the 


There is no {i language of the cases, must be read in the light of 











“umetances that surround the parties who 


Certainly the Constitution of the United 

, be construed upon the same principle, 
we are considering a doubtful question, 

e former history of the country, the Dee- 


n of independence, the writ 
Jefferson and ot 
Federalist—every 


tings of Washing- 
of Madison, the writings 
thing that pertained to that 


y and gives color and tone to the Constitution, 
: } a 
Plainly, here is an improvement. 


risionhere. The traths of the Declaration 
' ) longer ‘* the generalities of that revolu- 
rignary pronunciamento.’ 


Mr. CARPENTER. Oh yes, itis; Ist 
Mr 8 IMN 


YER. The Senator stands by 
Fer well, 
CARPENTER. I glory init. I glory 


he history of that revolutionary period, 
volutionary fathers, our revolutionary 
“Iti is the Revolution that I make my stand 


Mr. SUMNER. Then, as the Senator from 
-nont [Mr. Ipmunps] remarks, the Sena 

ild give some effect to what he glories 
will not take it all outin glory. 
see that a little of it is trans- 
¢ human rights. 
Mr. CARPENTER. All 


the « xp ress 


<_ 


I} 


pe he will 


lope be 





1 inte 
that is consistent 
wit ss provisions of the Constitution. 

Mr. SUMNER. I shall cometothat. The 
point is that the Senator treats the Declaration 
Independence 


Vasnington, of 


Jefferson, of Madison, the 
lederalist, and everything that pertains to that 

It is only partand pareet of the contem- 
porary history, of no special consequence, no 
binding character, not supreme, but only one 


of the authorities, or at least one of the wit- 

sses by which we are to read the Constitu- 
tion. Sir, is it so regarded by Congress, or 
at least 1s it so regarded by the committee 


of this body under whose direction is printed 
what is known familiarly as the ** Constitution, 
Rules, and Manual?’ Here is the little vol- 
me to which we daily turn. I find that the 
first document is the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, preceding the Constitution. Sir, it pre- 
s the itution in time as it is more 
elevated in character. 
whine, 


Const 


beneficent Lhe Dee- 
ration supplies the principles giving charac- 


ter and motion to the maci ine. ‘The 


great, mighty, 


Consti 


tution is an earthly body, if you please ; the 
Declaration is the soul. ‘the powers under 
the Constitution are no more than the hand | 


the body ; the Declaration is 
itself. But the Senat: 
sees it as no better th 
or Madison. or as so 
lent which 
g oft 


Will not 


the very soul 
rdoes notsee it so. He 
n a let of Jefferson 
me other contemporary 
may help us in finding the 
he Constitution. I think the Sen- 
yunter many ready to place 
hemselves in the isolation he adopts. 

not so regarded by the historian who has de- 
scribed it with more power and brilliancy than 
any (ther, Mr. Bancroft. After setting forth 
what it contained, he says: 
“This immortal State paper, 
poser was the aurora of enduring fame, 
genuine effusion of the soul of 
time,’ the revelation of its mind, when in its youth, 
its enthusiasm, its sublime confronting of danger, 
it rose to the highest creative powers of which man 
iscapable, 
is ot 


enc 


£ 


was ‘the 


rights that 
to the State.” 
Then, again, the eloquent historian says : 


tion, and of Congress in adopting it, beat for all 
humanity; the assertion of right was made for the 
entire world of mankind and all coming generations, 
Without any exception whatever, for the proposi- 


ms which admits of exceptions can never be self- 
evident.” 


How different is this from the letters and 
writings with which it is associated by the 
Senator! The historian proceeds: 


“Of universal principles enough is repeated to 
prove that America chose for her own that system 
of politics which recognizes the rule of eternal jus- 
tise; and independence is vindicated by the appli- 
cation of that Fale to the grievous instructions, laws, 


'| for mankind, 
|| things, 


There is | 


and 


| the forefront of 


| olutionary 


as no better than the writings | 


The Constitution is a | 


It was | 


which for its com- || 


the country at that || 


The bill of rights which it promulgates || 
are older than hunian institutions, | 
and spring from the eternal justice that is anterior 





“ The heart of Jefferson in writing the Declara- | 


| happiness.” 


\| maintained. 
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| and acts proceeding from the king in the exercise of 


his prerogative, or in ¢ 
and Comm 


neurren 


ce with the Lords 
ons of Ureat Lritain. 


The vivid presentment of this State paper, 
in its commanding character, like an ordinance 
above all other contemporary 
shows its association with our great 
national anniversary. 


“The nation, when it made the choice of a day 
for its great anniversary, selected not the day of the 
resolution of in dependence, when it closed the past, 


but that of the deci: aration of principles on which it | 


opened its new career,’ 
Shall I remind you, sir, of that famous let- 


| ter by John Adams ‘to his wife written on the 


historic day? He tells her in words quoted 
annually with pride, this day forevermore will 


|| be celebrated a rejoicings of all kinds, with 


the ringing of bells in the morning, with the 
firing of cannon, with orations, and every ex- 
pression of satisfaction and gratitude. And 
yet that Declaration annually celebrated, placed 
on the forefront of our statute-book, placed in 
the rules for our guidance in 
this Chamber, that triumphant Magna Charta 
is to be treated as ‘*the generalities of a rev- 
pronunciamento,’’ or at best as of 
value than the letter of a contempo- 
rary statesman. Sir, the Senator misconceives 
the case, and there, allow me to say to him, is 
his error. 

Mr. CARPENTER. 
I did not say any such 
ably immaterial. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
to say a to me 

Mr. CARPENTER. I certainly 
righ to say that { did not say that. 

Mr. SUMNER. If the Senator rises to 
interrupt me—— 

Mr. CARPENTER, 

Mr. SUMNER, I 
thing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, 
ROY in the chair.) 
Massachusetts yield? 


Mr. CARPENTER. 


no more 


Allow me to say that 
thing; but that is prob- 


Has the Senator a right 


have a 


If you will allow me. 
allow the Senator any- 


(Mr. Pome 
Does the Senator trom 


He says he will allow 


| me to do anything, which I suppose will allow 


me to make a remark. 
stood me to say, at least I said, in construing 
the Constitution you must undoubtedly look 
to the Declaration of Independence as you 
must look to all the contemporary history of 
that day. Did I say there was no difference 
in the different documents? Did | say that 
no more importance was to be attached to the 
Declaration of Independence than to a letter 
of Madison or Washington? No, sir, | said 
no such thing. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; the Senator 
shall speak for himself. He bas spoken now, 
and vou shall hear what he said before: 

‘Certainly the Constitution of the United States 
must be construed upon the same principle.” 

That is, as a contract entered into between 
two individuals. 

‘“*And when we are considering’’— 

What ?— 

**a doubtful question, the whole former history of 
the country, the Declaration of lad 
writings otf Washington and of Jefferson and of 
Madison, the writings in the Federalist, everything 
that pertained to that day and gives color and tone 
to the Constitution must be considered.”’ 

| am happy in any word of respect the Sen- 
ator vouchsafes for the Deelaration. I am 
happy in it because the claim of equal rights 
stands on the Constitution interpreted by the 
Declaration of Independence. 

This brings me again to the main question. 
We have the Constitution from the 
to the 
then we have our recent amendments, all to be 
interpreted by the De 


The Senator under- 


preamble 
signature of George Washington, and 


tlaration, which says: 


* We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal; that they are endow i by 
their Creatur with certain inalienable rights; that 


among these are life, liberty 


Unquestionably the Constitution supplies the 
machinery by which those great rights are 


ependence, the 
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but I insist against the Senator, and against 
all others. that every word in the Constitution 
must be interpreted by these primal, 
dent truths: not merely ina case thatis doubt- 
ful, as the Senator says, but constantly and 
always, so that the two shall perpetually go to- 
gether, as the complement ot each other; but 
the Declaration has a supremacy grander than 
that of the Constitution, more sacred and 
inviolable, for it gi law to the Consti- 
tution itself. Every word in the Constitution 
is suborditiate to the Declaration. 

Before the war, when slavery prevailed, the 
rule was otherwise, naturally, but as L have 
already said, the grandest victory of the war 
was the establishment of the newrule by which 
the Declaration became supreme as inter preter 
of the Constitution therefore, any 
phrase in the take anv power, 
and you are to bring it all in subordination to 
those lofty primal truths. Every power is 
bat the agent by which they are to be main- 
tained; and when you to those several 
specific abolishing slavery, defining 
citizenship, securing citizens in their privi-e 
immunities, guarding them against 
any denial of the equal protection of the laws, 
and then securing them in the right t 
vote, every one of tl ruards must be 
interpreted soas best to maintain equal rights. 
Such | assert te be constitutional law. 

Sir, | cannot see it otherwi 
this mighty Magna Charta deg 
of a casual letter or an ite 
sir, itis the baptismal vow of this 
it is the pledge which our fathers took 
their lips when they asked tl 


' 
Seil-eVvi- 


ves the 


lake, 
Constituti mm. 


come 
Pp ywers 


leges and 


"0c ’ 
agai 


ose sal 


I cannot see 
raded to the level 
th of history Whi, 
Repubhe 
upon 
ie fellowship of 


mankind as a free and independent nation. 
It is loftier than the Constitution, whieh is a 
convenience only, while this is a guide. Let 
no one smile when itis invoked. Our fathers 
did not smile on the great dav. It was with 
them an earnest word wh ch 7 ened the way 
to victory and to that welcome in the human 
family with which our nation has been blest. 
Without these words what would bave been 
our Declaration? How smali! Simply a dis 
solution of the tie between the colomes and 
the mother eountrv: a euty r ot he cords 
that is all. Ab! it was something grander, 
nobler. It was the promulgation of primal 


truths not only tor the ¢ oo ‘ 
but for the good of all mankind. Those truths 
can never die It is tor 
recognized without delay in the 
of our own Government. 


Our OWT peopie 


us to seethat they are 


administration 


Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President, I had 
no thoug rht of part cipat ng further in thi 
debate: and it so happens that | am in a con- 


dition of health to Guy ret dering it 
comfortable for me to speak at all But | 


am determined that wh 


atever the Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. SuMNeER]| may reprosel 
me with, he shail never be ableto taunt me by 


saying, ‘* { have piped unto you, and you have 
not daneed.’’ As often as that Senator calls 
upon me | shall pay my respects to him. 

h of the Senator to-day has been 
a most remarkable performance. | 


j he spee 


entere <1 


on this discussion following his banner. | 
have always favored the principles of his 
amendment Betore the recess I declared 
that I would not vote for the amnesty bill 


unless it should contain a provision securing 


the rights of the colored men of the South. 
On a former occasion, while this bill wa 
under debate, | went to that Senator in a 


friendly way. and pointed out to him the dif 
culties | experienced in regard to two prov! 

ions of his amendment; the provisior 
relating to churches; the that whieb 
prescribed qualifications for jurors in State 
l stated to him that l de 
port his amendment, and requested him to 
consider whether he could not morally 
amendment in these re 
eral interviews upon the subject 
determined that he could not. 


one, 


other, 


courts sired to aup 


specs We had sev- 
and he finally 
Very well; the 


I say it supplies the machinery ; || Senator had a perfect right so to conclude ; 





“thin TE 
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" 


and since the adoption of thethirteenth amend- || constitutional power to enforce our theory | 


ment, which abolishes slavery inside as well 
as outside of this Chamber, | had as perfect 
a right to conclude that I could not support 
his amendment as it was drawn. The other 
day | submitted to the Senate my views upon | 
the subject. 
[ trust I expressed myself with becoming 
modesty upon that oceasion. I came not crack- 


ing whips over other men’s shoulders; nor did || 
| attempt to enforce or invoke party discipline || 


against reluctant consciences; I appealed to | 
no one’s prejudice or passion; but stated, as | 
clearly as | could, the two propositions con- | 
tained in the Senator’s amendment in regard | 
to the constitutionality of which | entertained | 
doubts. Referring to his provision in regard 
to churches, I stated that I was not certain 


thatit was unconstitutional ; but that | doubted | 


its constitutionality, and ventured to suggest | 
that it was not well to trench upon even doubt- | 
ful ground in framing a great enactment like | 
this. I desired to secure some practical end. | 
I thought a bill steering clear of these objec- | 
tions would be more likely to receive a two- | 
thirds vote, which is necessary to pass this | 
amendment to the amnesty bill. 
Mr. President, the Senator from Massachu- 


setts does not seem to be very anxious to || 


secure civil riguts unless it can be done in a | 


way that will strike at the vital provisions of || 


the Constitution. 
hi 


The dish of civil rights, in | 


with some unconstitutional ingredient. 
seems to give it to his taste what epicures call 
the ‘‘ game flavor.’’ 
provoke some one’s fears that it is violative 
very beneticial to colored citizens. 
Constitution than the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts has exhibited in 
may God have mercy upon the Constitution 
and upon the people of this country. 


principles of the Declaration of Independence 
or the express, precise provisions of the Con- 
stitution, when the two may happen to be in 


his estimation, is tasteless unless it be flavored || 
That || 


this debate, then |} 


If the || 
voting element of four millions of our people || 
are indifferent whether they follow the general || 


| 
| 





|| SE pluribus unum.’ 
|| delivered by me upon the conclusion of his 
|| remarks, | treated those sources of congres- 


conflict, then, sir, we have fallen upon evil || 


times, and the future is big with ills to our 
people. 1] 
Let it be remembered, the difference be- || 


tween the Senator and myself is only in regard 


to the constitational power of Congress to pass || 


a certain law. Whether or not we possess the 
constitutional power to say that all churches 
shall open their doors and administer the com- | 
munion to citizens of the United States with- | 
out respect to color, though a particular church 
may be organized upon the creed that only | 
men of certam race have souls, are subjects of 
moral responsibility, and are therefore entitled | 
to partake of sacraments ; this is the question. 
I do not vindicate nor justify any such exclu- 
sive creed, but the question between the Sena- 
tor and myself is whether a church organized | 
upon this exclusive creed can be overhauled | 
by enactment of Congress, can be compelled 
io furnish its communion table to persons 
whom it believes not entitled to admittance | 
thereto. 

Let it also be remembered that as soon as it 
be conceded that the political power may inter- | 
vene to promote the interests of true religion 
the groundwork of religious freedom is sur- 
rendered. No Government ever interfered 
except in the interest of what it assumed to be 
the interest of true religion. It is upon this 
assumption alone that ditferent sects have per- 
secuted each other. Fagots have always been 
lighted round the martyr to shed the light of 
truth upon heresy and error. 





its rites, ceremonies, and sacraments to any | 
true believer on the ground of color dishonors | 
the Master in whose name it professes to act. | 
But the precise question is, whether the Sena- 








upon those who may conscientiously differ 
with us? 

In regard to this power I doubt and hesitate ; 
and how does the Senator from Massachusetts 
endeavor to remove those doubts? Why, sir, 
he comes into this Chamber and elects me as 
his principal opponent. I, whoagree with him 
as to what is desirable, professing my entire 
willingness and anxiety to go with him to the 
utmost extreme proposed by him, if it may be 
done without violating the Constitution; 1 am 
treated like a heathen Chinee, an utter bar- 
barian in politics, and the Senator bas hurled 
at me denunciation more sweeping and bitter 
than he has attered in regard to those who 
have announced in this Chamber that they 
would not support even the amnesty bill, much 


as they desire its passage, if it should be made | 


to contain anything like that Senator’s pro- 
posed amendment. 

[ have listened to a three hours’ speech from 
the Senator, full of ridicule, denunciation, 
misrepresentation, everything but argument, 
everything but an elucidation upon the con- 
stitutional doubts which I| entertain and have 
frankly expressed to the Senator. 


enlighten my darkness in regard to the Con- 
stitution, and devote hours to glorifying the 
Declaration of Independence which [ revere 
as much as he does? Mainly, | judge—for 
that was the final drift of his speech—to 
revive the recollections of a discussion by him 


| and myself more than a year ago, which seem 
A bill which does not || 
| that day to this. 
of the Constitution cannot in his opinion be || 
If our |! 
colored citizens have no more respect for the |! 


to have rankled in that Senator’s bosom from 
Then we were discussing the 
constitutional power of Congress to shackle 
the constitutional power of a State by what 
were at that time styled ‘* fundamental con- 
ditions.”’ 


| The Senator made a speech in favor of such | 
| power of Congress; and I understood him to | 


maintain that such power, if not found in the 
Constitution, might be derived from the Dec- 
laration of Independence, or from the phrase 
’ In an extempore reply 


sional power in a tone of pleasantry, or per- 
haps of raillery; the only reply which I thought 
such a speech merited. ‘This I suppose it was 
that gave the Senator mortal offense. That a 
young Senator like myself should have the 
audacity to exhibit mirth in his august pres- 
ence, and indulge in raillery at a Senator whose 


_ locks had whitened in the public service, was 


more than hisheartcouldendure. After four- 


| teen days of wrathiul meditation the Senator 


came into the Senate and arraigned me for 
having spoken, in myreply, of the Declaration 
of Independence as a revolutionary pronun- 
ciamento. The deep wound inflicted upon that 
Senator’s vanity by my irreverent mirth is 
manifested by the fact that, at this late day, 
the Senator has returned to the theme, and 
rearraigned me ina set speech for the acci- 
dental use of what he deems an inappropriate 
adjective. 

Let us see for a moment the full extent of 
my offending. If that Declaration was, in 
truth and in fact, a revolutionary pronuncia- 
mento, then I committed no offense in calling 
it such. Our fathers had assembled in Con- 
vention representing the whole people, to de- 
clare a separation of the colonies of America 
from the Crown of England. In the Declara- 
tion itself they declare— 

‘*A decent respect to the opinions of mankind 


required that they should declare the causes which 
impeiled them to the separatiun.’’ 


In other words, their Declaration professed 


I fully concur || to be a pronunciamento in relation to what 
with the Senator that any church which denies || they were then doing. 


they then doing? 
revolution against the Crown of England? Do 


Now, sir, what were | 
Were they not organizing a | 








| 
| 


we not refer to that period as the American | 


Revolution? Do we not call the men of that 


tor and myself, being in Congress, have any || time our revolutionary fathers? Do we not 
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| acts of Congress style those men revoly 
|| ing committee of this body on revoluti 
| the oppressions of England became into| 


| that galling yoke? 
| was a pronunciamento of a revolution; or, to 














February 5, 


call Washington and those who followed him 


our revolutionary leader and soldiers? [)o ; ‘ 


tionary 


soldiers? Have we not to this day a gt 


4anq- 
} : ; : nary 
claims? Is it not our highest boast that, wh, 
. era 
ble, our fathers took up arms to throw off 
Then, sir, the Declaration 


transpose the words, it was a revolutionar 
pronunciamento. And yet, sir, the accidentg| 
use of this adjective in an extempoge spec, h 
has rankled in the Senator’s heart these many 
months, and brought him back here to-day to 
rearraign me upon the same subject. 

Mr. SUMNER. Will the Senator allow mo 
to interrupt him just there? 

Mr. CARPENTER. Certainly. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator talks of ‘re. 
arraigning.’’ He knows very well that in his 
speech the other day he referred to that inci. 
denthimself. I had forgotten it; it had passed 
out of my memory; but he revived it. Now, 
as to raillery, | give the Senator free perm 


) 
4.5° 


|| sion to rail at my locks just as much as he 
Why did 
the Senator pass this golden opportunity to | 


chooses ; but do not rail at the Declaration of 
Independence. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Nor at the Constity- 
tion of your country, which you have sworn 
to support. Let us join hands and stop railing, 
I never will speak disrespectfully of the Decla- 
ration of Independence, and do not you disre. 
gard the Constitution. 

Mr. SUMNER. Never. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Then we will go to- 
gether, hand in hand, in support of every pro- 
vision of your bill which does not conflict with 
the Constitution. 

But to return, as I have already said, the 
only difference between the Senator and my- 
self relates to the constitutionality of that pro- 
vision of his amendment which requires all 
cuurches to open their doors and share their 
privileges without distinction of color, without 
discriminating between Mahometan and Jew, 
Chinaman, Indian, or negro. If this bill sball 
pass, and if it be constitutional, then the 
churches can make no exclusion, draw no dis- 
tinction, provided 

Mr. SUMNER. They can make no dis- 
tinction ‘ton account of color.’?’ They may 
exclude a Mahometan, if you please. 

Mr. CARPENTER. But if you talk about 
Mahometans, they mostly have some color. 
If so, they might slip through on Mahometan- 
ism, but they would be caught on color, which 
would come to the same thing. 

The only question between the Senator and 
myself relating to the constitutional power of 
Congress to enact his amendment, how ought 
that Senator to have treated this difference of 
opinion? Certainly with a candid and decent 
respect for the doubts of others. A great 
leader of a dominant party, aware that one of 
its members entertained an honest scruple, 
ought certainly with kindness and forbearance 
to have dealt with the doubt, and condescended 
to illumine the darkness of a weak brother's 
mind. Has the Senator performed that duty? 
Has he attempted to remove those doubts? 
Has he pointed to any provision of the Con- 
stitution which makes this power clear? He 
has read letters from missionaries in the East 
Indies. He has inveighed against the absurd- 
ity of caste anywhere, and especially in the 
church; and then he has charged me with 
being the vindicator of caste, although he 
knew that I had never referred to the subject. 

Mr. President, did the heat of debate ever 
carry a Senator into more unfounded, unjust 
accusation? Why, sir, the Senator knows I 
would support his amendment even in this 
respect if satisfied that Congress possessed 
such a power; but does it follow from my 





| doubting the power of Congress to prevent a 


certain evil that I am in favor of that evil, 
and am its champion? Does not the Senator 
see and feel that he has wholly misrepresented 
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me? Why, sir, if the Senator can show me 
the power, I am ready to go with him to the 
ytmost limit of his amendment; and so [ have 
assured him over and over again. He has 
made my doubts the subject of ridicule, but 
igs not condescended to dispel them. 

The Senator has done me the honor to say 
that Petroleum V. Nasby is my prototype in 
this constitutional discussion. In this respect 
the Senator has the advantage of me; he has 
touched me upon a point where I cannot give 
him a Roland for his Oliver. I cannot men- 
yon his prototype in constitutional discussion, 
because he has none. He is the first, and as 
[love the Constitution, I trust the last of a 
school of constitutional debaters who begin 
by asserting that the Constitution has nothing 
io do with the subject ; that it méans something 
or nothing as shall be determined by the Dec- 
laration of Independence. 

Why are Senators not required on coming 
to their seats in this Chamber to take an oath 
to observe the Declaration of Independence? 
Senators arc required to take an oath to sup- 
port the Constitution, which indicates that in 
all their official conduct the Constitution is to 
be the supreme rule of their action. 


Now, sir, to bring the real issue between the | 


Senator and myself down to the comprehen- 


sion of the commonest understanding, take this | 
case: suppose after availing yourselt of all the | 


means of information which can shed a light 
upon the Constitution, you are satisfied tuat 
the Constitution forbids you to do a certain 


thing, and yet you believe that the general | 


principles of the Declaration of Independence 
would authorize its being done ; now the ques- 


tion is whether you are bound to obey the Uon- | 


stitution which you have sworn to support, or 
are at liberty to follow the general principles 
of the Declaration of Independence, thouga in 


conflict with what your conscience tells you | 
This is the pre- | 


the Constitution requires? 
cise question between the Senator and myself. 
Its clear statement is a sufficient argument: 
aud | am willing to refer this question to an 
intelligent people. The Declaration of Inde- 
pendence was adopted July 4, 1776. It had 
all the force and efficacy from that time which 
it has to-day. 
Convention which adopted the Constitution 
there was great contrariety of opinion. 
favored, but a majority opposed a government 


modeled upon the British monarchy; and yet, | 


upon the theory of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, that the Declaration of Independence 


was and is a supreme rule of construction, it | 


was wholly immaterial what form of govern- 
ment that Convention adopted. ‘The Declara 


tion was before them a consummated fact, | 


controlling the Constitution itself. 

Again, it is conceded on all hands that 
under the articles of Confederation the Con- 
gress possessed no powers except those which 
were expressly granted. And the deficiency 
of the Articles of Confederation in this respect 
led to the adoption of the Constitution. If the 
Declaration of Independence furnishes a su- 
preme rule of construction for the present 


Constitution, then, of course, it did the same | 
thing for the Articles of Confederation; and | 


the Constitution giving enlarged powers to the 
General Government was wholly unnecessary ; 
because the Declaration of Independence must 


have enlarged the Articles of Confederation | 


as much as it does the provisions of the Con- 
stitution. I cannot forbear expressing my 
astonishment that any man laying the slightest 


claim to being a lawyer or a statesman should | 
contend for a doctrine which is condemned by | 


the whole history of the country not less than 
by the express provisions of the Constitution. 

If the Senator does not mean to say that 
when the provisions of the Constitution are in 


conflict with the expressions of natural right | 
found in the Declaration of Independence the | 


Constitution is to be disregarded, and those 
general expressions are to be heeded, then the 


| court. 


| one’s 


It is well known that in the || amendment, abridge. 


Many | 
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greater portion of his speech to-day is wholly 
irrelevant to the question before us. 
lhe second provision in the Senator’s amend- 


| ment, as to the constitutionality of which I 


expressed a doubt, relates to the qualification 
of jurors in the State courts. We have already 
provided that in selecting jurors for the Fed- 


| eral courts no distinction of color shall be ob- | 
courts, || 
the Senator’s amendment is wholly unneces- | 
Now the question is whether Congress | 


served. ‘Therefore, as regards those 
sary. 
has the power to prescribe qualifications for 
the jurors in the State courts, or to provide 
that the States shall not, in this particular, 
discriminate between races and colors. This 
is another point presented by the Senator’s 


amendment as to which | doubt the power of | 


Congress. 

Upon this point the Senator refers to the 
civil rights bill, which provides that colored 
men may be witnesses in courts of justice; 
and the Senator challenges me to point out 
the difference between the power of Congress 


to provide who shall be witnesses and who | 


shail be jurymen. 

It is manifest from the Constitution, and 
especially from the late amendments of that 
instrument, that a broad distinction is made 


between the privileges which belong to every | 


citizen as a citizen, whether male or female, 
and those political rights as to which the Con- 


stitution recognizes the right of a State to dis- | 


criminate between its citizens. By the laws 
of some of the States a juror must be a citizen, 


| a witness need not be; a juror must be a male 
| citizen, twenty-one years of age, a witness need || 


be neither. Thus the distinction between a 
juror and a witness may be extended ad 
infinitum. 

Now, sir, the present inclination of my judg- 


| ment is that Congress has no more power to 
| determine the qualification of a juror in a 


State court, than it hasto determine the qualifi- 
cation of a judge for the bench of a State 
To call a witness is the right of a 
party to a cause pending; and to swear in 
own behalf in the proper case is, in my 
judgment, one of those privileges of a citizen 
which a State may not, under the fourteenth 
The Senator seeks to 
ignore the distinction which I think exists 
between those privileges which are incident 
to American citizenship, which no State under 
the fourteenth amendment, may abridge, and 


those political rights or franchises which a || 


State, even since the fourteenth amendment, 
may grant or deny to its citizens at pleasure. 
Turn to the fifteenth amendment, which pro- 
vides— 

‘The right of citizens of the United States to vote 


shall not be denied or abridged by the United Srates, 
or by any State, on account of race, color, or previous 


| condition of servitude.” 


| am not positive, but my recollection is that 
when this amendment was originally intro- 
duced in Congress it read that ‘‘the right 
of citizens of the United States to vote and 


hold office shall not be denied,’’ &c.; but on | 


that point I am not certain. 

Mr. SUMNER. It did. 

Mr. CARPENTER. 
tion. If so, the provision securing the right 
to hold office was stricken out of the amend 
ment. Congress at that time was not pre- 
pared to say by an amendment of the Consti- 
tution that the States might not deprive a 
citizen of the right to hold office for such rea- 
sons or upon such grounds as might seem 
satisfactory to the State. 

Now, Mr. President, my highest ambition is 
to imitate the Senator from Massachusetts ; 
and | intend to be as unfair toward him as he 
has been toward me. He and I disagree in 
regard to the power of Congress to prevent the 
observance of color and caste by a so-called 
Christian church; and thereupon he has de- 


nounced me as the champion and vindicator | 


of caste in the churches. 


That is my recollec- || 
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illustrating to that Senator the injustice of his 


remarks toward myself, let me demand of him 
to know why he does not shape hisamendment 
so as to provide that colored citizens may sit 
upon the bench as well as in the jury-box of 
the State courts ; and in humble imitation of 
the justice and fairness which he has exhibited 
to me, | charge him with being the colored 
man’s enemy in omitting to provide by his 
amendment that colored men may sit upon the 
benches of the State courts. 

lL could not vote for such a provision, be- 
cause | do not believe the Constitution con- 
fers any such power upon Congress. But, sir, 
the Senator from Massachusetts is not tram- 
meled by the Constitution. He ascends into 
the higher, serener, more general atmosphere 
of the Declaration of Independence. ‘‘Asa 
man thinketh in his beart, so is he.’’ As I 
recognize the Constitution ‘‘a guide unto my 
steps,’’ [am excused from voting for a pro- 
vision which I think the Constitution does not 
authorize me to vote for. But the Senator 
from Massachusetts acknowledges no such 
vulgar limitation. With him the Declaration 
of Independence is a supreme rule for constru 
ing the Constitution. It declares ‘tall men 
are created equal.’’ Therefore all men have 
an equal right to be judges of State courts 
of justice. 


‘This principle, which, according to the Sen- 
ator, and quoting from his former speech, is 
‘* written between the lines of the Coustitu- 
tion,’’ overrules all State constitutions and 
statutes, and opens the bench of the State 
courts to colored as well as white citizens. 
therefore charge the Senator from Massacnu- 
setts with being the colored citizen’s enemy, 
in this, namely, thathe does not by hisamend- 
ment provide that the colored citizen may sit 
upon the bench of the State court as well as 
in its jury-box. It may be said this is injus 
tice toward the Senator from Massachusetts. 
lL admit it. Iam trying to imitate that Sena- 
| tor, and to be as unjust toward him as he 
has been toward me, hoping thus and thereby 
to open his eyes to the injustice he has done 
me. 

it may be said that the Constitution does not 
| confer upon Congress the power to prescribe 
| the quaiitications of State judges, or prescribe 
| who shall sit upon the benches of the State 
courts. I admit this; but the Senator from 
Massachusetts recognizes no such limitations 
upon the powersof Congress. No such vulgar 
scruples are felt by him. He basks in the 
| sublimer light of the Declaration, which recog 
i} nizes no artificiak distinctions such as those 

between judges and jurymen. And I state the 

case thus strongly and unjustly against the Sen 
| ator from Massachusetts, hoping to inspire in 
| him a slight sense of justice when speaking of 
other men. 

fhe tourteenth amendment recognizes a dis- 
tinction between the privileges of a citizen 
which a State may not abridge, and the polit- 
| ical right of a citizen to vote which a State may 
| not deny on account of * race, Color, pre 
|} vious condition of servitude,’’ but may deny 
} on all other grounds, and the political right to 
|| hold office, which the State may deny upon 
such grounds as to it may seem fit. 
| 


or 


Turn to the fourteenth amendment, to illus- 
| trate : 
**No State shall make or enforce any law which 


shall abridge the privileges or iminunities of a citi 
zen of the United States.”’ 


Now turn to the second section of that 

amendment: ‘‘ Representatives shall be appor- 
| tioned among the several States according to 
| their respective numbers, &c., but when the 

right to vote, &e., shall be denied, &c.,”’ the 

basis of representation shall be reduced accord 
| ingly. Here, in the text of the fourteenth 
| amendment, the distinction is drawn between 
those privileges which pertain to every citizen, 
and which no State may abridge, and the polit- 


Now, sir, by way of |i ical right to vote which may be abridged by a 
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State, with certain prescribed consequences to 
follow. 

‘Turn now to the fifteenth amendment, which, 
as orizinally offered, provided: 

‘The right of citizens of the United States to vote 

and hold office shall not be denied,” &c, 

The words ‘'and hold office’ 
out in Congress, 


were stricken 
and the provision, aa it now 


stands, was submitted to be ratified by the 


States, and wasratified bythem. Striking out 
he words ‘t‘and hold office’ changed the 
amendment in this respect; so that a restraint 


is now laid upon the States to exclude any 
citizen from the right to vote on account of 
race, color, or previous condition of servitude: 
while no restraint is laid upon the States to ex- 
clude citizens from holding office on these or 
any other grounds. It is useless to follow the 
eubject further. A plain statement of the 
difference between the Senator and myself is 


all the argument necessary to be submitted to 
an intelligent peo; le, 

Let me add one word. The Senator from 
Massachusetts cannot by denunciation, or 
otherwise, drive me one step from the line 
of conduct which my judgment commends. 
He cannot by denouncing me as a secession- 
ist,a champion of State rights, a disciple of 


John G 


cratic pi 


Calhoun, force me into the Demo- 
irty. Nor can he, by brandishing his 
compel me to support any measure of 
his which my reason convinces me is in con- 
flict with the Constitution. Nor shall that 
Senator, by throwing a around my 
throat, me to vote for what | deem to 
be unconstitutional, or to accept the alterna- 
tive of voting against provisions which, in my 
opinion, are authorized by the Constitution, 
and called for by cireumstances. ‘To obviate 
this embarrassment | have offered a substitute 
wi \¢ h embraces eve ry provision of the Sena- 
tors amendment which I consider to be con- 
This substitute L shall vote for, 
] believe it to be constitutional and 
called for by the cirenmstances under which 


whip, 


lasso 


compel 


suiltutional, 


pecause 


we are c por lied to act. 

Mr. President, in conelusion let me say the 
Senator's denunciation will not drive me away 
from supporting the principles ot his amend 
ment lhe full extent of that amendment | 


cannot 


I bel 


support; but all its practical features 

to be within the constitutional power 
of Congress to enact. 1 have therefore em 
bodied them in the substitute for that amend 
ment which | have offered. 

Mr. SUMNER. May I suggest to the Sen- 
a mode of getting the judgment of the 
ou the two points to which he has called 
nttention, that he should move to strike out 


nior A 
Senate 


irom my amendment, first, the words relating 
to churches, and then the words relating to 


juries? that as a more convenient 
way ol arriving at tae judgment of the Senate 
on those points one by one, instead of taking 
them all together, as the Senate will have to do 
on the substitute of the Senator. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I think the more con- 
veniont way to get at the real difference be- 
tween us is to vote on this substitute. That 
presents fairly and squarely the different views 
we entertain, and | think it the proper way to 
present them. 

Mr. SUMNER. One word in reply. You 
have heard the Senator. Has he been just to 


me? tbe Senator says in his seat he meant 
to be, 


Mr. CARPENTER. - T said I did not 
mea’ to be. | stated ree Ww whee 1 was up. 

Mr. SUMNER. He did not mean to be. I 
think it is very clear that he was not. 

lhe Senator insists that | am willing to dis- 
regard the Constitution. On what ground can 
the Senator make any such assertion? Does 
he suppose that his oath is stronger with him 
than mine with me? 

Mr. CARPENTER. 
me to answer him? 


Mr, SUMNER, 


1 suggest 


Will the Senator allow 


Certainly. 


| tron. 


| appeal to you all. 


Mr. CARPENTER. 


I assume that for the | 


reason that when we come here to discuss a | 


constitutional question, the power of Congress 
to do a certain thing, the Senator flies from 
the Constitution and goes to the Declaration 
f Independence, and says that is the source 
of power. 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘The Senator ought to know 
very well that | have never said any such thing. 


The Senator proclaims that I fly from the Con- | 


stitution to the Declaration, which L insist is the 
source of power. I now yield the floor again, 
and ask the Senator when | said what he asserts. 

Mr. CARPENTER. That is only restating 
the whole subject over again. Here the other 
day, when we were spe aking of nothing but 
the two instruments as grants of power to Con- 
gress, the Senator 
was coUrdinate in authority with the Constitu- 
What did he mean by that? I supposed 





said that the Declaration 


he used the word in the ordinary acceptation, | 


and if be did, he meant to say that the Decla- 
ration was a colirdinate grant of power. 

Mr. SUMNER. Just the contrary, Mr. 
President. Senators will bear me witness. I 
[ said just the contrary 
Kepeatediy I said that in my judgment the 
Declaration of Independence was not a grant 
of power; but | said that it was coequal with 
the Constitution, the one being a grant of 
power, andthe other being a sovereign rule of 
interpretation. That is what | said; and now 
the Senator, in the face of my positive words, 
not heeding them atail, although they are found 
in the Globe, vindicates himself by putting in 


| my mouth what J never said or suggested, and | 
then proceeds to announce somewhat grandly 


that | eet the Constitution at naught. I chal- 
lenge the Senator again to point out one word 
that has ever falien from my lips during my 
service in this Chamber to sustain him in his 
asseriion. I ask him to do it. He cannot. 
But why this imputation? Is the oath we 
have all taken at that desk binding only on 
him’? Does he assume that he has a monop- 
oly of its obligations; that other Senators took 
it with levity, ready to disregard it, or at least 
that | have taken it so? 
the assumption; at least itis his assumption 
with regard to me. 

Now, | tell the Senator, and I beg him to 
understand it for the future, that I shall not 
allow him to elevate himself above me in any 
loyalty to the Constitution. 
yield to the Senator in all that he can justly 
claim of regard and honor. But I do not 
yield precedence in that service where if he 
does not magnify himself he belittles me. 

i have served the Constitution longer than 
he has, and with such fidelity as 1 could com- 
mand. I have served it at moments of peril, 
when the great principles of liberty to which 
{ have been devoted were in jeopardy; I have 
served it when there were few to stand by me. 
In upholding that Constitution never did I fail 
at the same time to uphold human rights. 
That was my supreme object; that was the 
ardent aspiration of my soul. Sir, I know 


| how often I have failed, too often; but I know 


that | never did fail in devotion to that Con- 
stitution for the true interpretation of which 
{ now plead. The Senator .speaks without 
authority, and he must pardon me if I say 
with levity, when he makes such an allegation 


Such seems to be | 


Willingly do I | 


against one whose record {or more than twenty | 


years in this Chamber is ready to answer him. | 


i challenge him to point out one word ever 
uttered by me to justify his assault. He can- 
not do it. 
without one tittle of evidence. 

Sir, I have taken the oath to support the 
Constitution, but it is that Constitution as I 
understand it. In other days, when this Cham- 
ber was filled bv intolerant slave-masters, [ 
was told that I did not Pag es the Constitu- 
tion, as | have been told to-day by the Senator, 
and | was reminded of my oath. 


He makes his onslaught absolutely | 
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| | have committed no error. 


| oath was to support the Constitution as inte; 
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and said that often as I had taken that oq), 
I had taken it always to support the Constjp, 
tion as I understand it; and it is so no Ww. Sir 
I have not taken an oath to support the Coy 
stitution as the Senator from Wisconsin y; 


ool 
stands it, without its animating soul. Sir, 


my 


preted by the Declaration of Independence. 
The oath of the Senator from Wisconsin wa, 
different; and there, sir, is the precise diye, 
gence between us. Heswore, but on his Con- 
science was a soulless text. I am glad th, 

my conscience felt there was something more 

The Senator must hesitate before he assau)ts 
me again for any failure in devotion to 4), 
Constitution. I put my life against the life of 
the or I put my little service, humbj. 
as it is, against the service of the Senator: | 
put we ‘word uttered by me in this © vena er 
or elsewhere against all that has been said }, 
the Senator; and the world shall pronounce. 
between us on the question he has raised, |; 
J have inclined in favor of human rights, jf | 
have at all times insisted that the nations 
Constitution shall be interpreted alwavs so tha 
human rights shall find the greatest favor. 
I may have erred 
in the judgment of the Senator, but I know tha: 
[ have not erred in the judgment of the Ameri. 
can people; and here | put myself upon the 
country to be tried. 

Sir, on that issue I invoke the sentiments 
of mankind and of posterity when all of us 
have passed away. know it will be written 
then that the national Constitution is the 
charter of a great Republic dedicated to Huma 
Rights, dedicated at its very birth by the Dec 


| aration of Independence, and that whoever 





fails to enlarge and ennoble it by that interpret. 
ation, through which human rights are most 
advanced, will fail in his oath to support the 
Constitution; ay, sir, fail in his cath! 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, those of 
us who have not participated in this very inter- 
esting debate are now compelled to choose 
between two propositions, each of which is 
designed to carry out the same object. Th 
amendment submitted by the Senator from 
Wisconsin is a single section punishing asa 
crime, to be prosecuted as a crime inthenan 
of the United States, the denial of certain 
rights and privileges. On the other hand, the 
amendment submitted by the Senator trom 
Massachusetts contains five or six carefully 
prepared sections. I have examined 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will the Senator yield? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I shall take but little 
time; but | will yield. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Thereare some executive 
communications that deserve attention, and 
this debate cannot be terminated to-night. | 
move that the Senate proceed to the consider: 
ation of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 

roceeded to the consideration of executive 

usiness. After thirty-two minutes spent in 
executive session, the doors were reopened, 
and (at four o’clock and forty minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 5, 1872. 


The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier, D. D. 

The Journal of Saturday last was read and 
approved. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. This being Monday, the 
first business in order is the call of the States 
and eae beginning with the State of 
Maine, for the introduction of bills and joint 
resolutions for reference to their appropriate 
committees, and not to be brought back by 
motions to reconsider. Under this call memo- 
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veferenCe. p 
minutes past twelve o'clock. 

FRENCH SPOLIATIONS 

Mr © otal ves 

3091) to provide for the satisfaction of claims 

i»eto certain American citizens for spoliations 


mitted on their commerce prior to the year | 


41) - 


i 


which was read a first and second time, 
srred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 


- 1 orde red to be printed. 
,PPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr. WILLARD introduced a bill (H. R. 
No, 1843) supplementary to an act for the 


rtionment of Representatives to Congress | 


among the several States according to the ninth 
s which was read a first and second 
‘ime, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, aud ordered to be printed. 

Ss. P. JOCELYN. 

Mr. POLAND introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1344) for the relief of S. P. Jocelyn; which 
was read a first and second time, referred ta 
the Committeeon Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be } rinted, 


nsus; 


FISUERY INTERESTS OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Mr. BUFFINTON presented a resolution 
of the Legislature of Massachusetts in relation 
to the fishery interests of that Commonwealth ; 
which was referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

NAVIGATION OF PROVIDENCE RIVER. 

Mr. EAMES introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1345) for the improvement of navigation in 
Providence river, and to establish a light- 
house at Pyramid Rock; which was read ¢ 
first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

CATHERINE ILARRIS. 

Mr. SLOCUM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1346) for the relief of Catherine Harris; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

OATHS OF IMPORTERS. 

Mr. MERRIAM introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1847) to authorize State officers to adminis- 
ter oaths and affirmations to importers; which 
was read a first and second time. 

Mr. MERRIAM. I desire to have the bill 
read at length. 

The bill was read at length, and was referred 


to the Committee of Ways and Means, and | 


ordered to be printed. 


JAMES A. BELL. 


Mr. MERRIAM also introduced a bill (H. | 


R. No. 1348) for the relief of James A. Bell, 
of Dexter, in the State of New York; which 
was read a first ard second time, referred to 


the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be | 


printed. 
INTERNAL REVENUE ACT 
Mr. DUELLE introdueed a bill (H. R. No. 
1349) to amend section one hundred and ten 
of the internal revenue act, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read afirst and second time, 


referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, | 


and ordered to be printed. 
PENSIONS OF WAR OF 1812, 
Mr. DUELL also introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 1850) to amend an act entitled an ‘‘Act | 


granting pensions to certain soldiers and sail- 
ors of the war of 1812, and the widows of 
deceased soldiers,’? approved February 14, 
1871; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 


Pensions and War of 1812, and ordered to | 


be printed. 

JOHN PAINE. 
_Mr. KILLINGER introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1351) for the relief of John Paine; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to 


the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be | 


printed, 


The morning hour begins at four | 


1] 1352) for the re 


LYNCH introduced a bill (H. R. No. || Was read a first and second time, referred to 


| dered to be printed. 


| R. No. 1853 


| referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
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FRANCIS MOORE, | 
Mr. HARMER introduced a bill (H. R. No. | 
ief of Francis M 


yore; which 


the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 


JENNIE E. 
Mr. HARMER 


SAVAGE. 

introduced a bill (H. 
for the relief of Jennie Kk. Sav- 
age ; which was read a first and second time, 


also 


and ordered to be printed. 
SARAIL PUGH 
Mr. STORM introdueed a bill (H. R. No. 
1354) granting a pension to Sarah Pugh, widow 
of George Dreher, deceased, a soldier of the 
war of 1812; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Revolution- 


ary Pensions and War of 1812, and ordered to | 


be printed. 
GEORGE W. BRADLEY 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1355) granting a pen 
siou to George W. Bradley; which was reada 
first and second time, referred to the 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, 
printed. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Pennsylvania, also 
introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1356) for the 
relief of George W. Bradley; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Con 
mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES HOFFMANN 

Mr. McJUNKIN introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1357) for the relief of Charles Hoffmann, 
late lieutenant of company KL, seventy-eighth 
regiment Pennsylvania infantry - volunteers ; 
which was read a first and second time, re 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

DANIEL C BOGGS, 

Mr. McJUNKIN also introduced a bill (H. 

R. No. 1358) for the relief of Daniel C. Boggs, 


late second lieutenant of company G, fourth 


Com- 
and ordered to be 


regiment Pennsylvania volunteers; which was | 


read a first and second time, referred to the 


Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered | 


to be printed. 
FREEDMEN’S BUREAU. 

Mr. COBB introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1359) abolishing the Bureau of Refugees, 
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, and pro- 
viding for the freedmen’s hospital in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which was read a first and 
second time, referred 
l’reedmen’s Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM A. WELCH. 

Mr. HANDLEY introduced a bill 
No. 1860) and instructing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay William A. 
Welch, deputy United States marshal, $481 65 
for rendered the Government in 
taking the eighth census for Randolph county, 
in the State of Alabama; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC LAND PURCUASERS 

Mr. HANDLEY also introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1361) to relieve innocent pur- 
chasers of lands entered in accordance with 


H. R. 


authorizing 


services 


an act of Congress approved August 4, 1854, || ¢ 
7 Pa ’ || on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 


in the State of Alabama; which was réad a 
first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed. 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT BAY 8ST. LOUIS, 

Mr. PERCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1362) for the construction of a public building 
at Bay St. Louis, Mississippi ; ch was read 


a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publi Bui lings and Ground ind 
ordered to be printed. 


SETTLEMENT OF PUBLIC 
Mr. PERCE also introduced a bill (H. R. 


LANDS, ETC, 





to the Committee on | 





No. 1363) to provide for the settlement of the 
publie lands, to encourage industry. create 
school fund, to educate and elevate the con- 
dition of our laboring population, and to in- 
crease the productive resources of the United 
States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


WRITTEN OPINIONS OF LAW OFFICERS. 


Mr. BINGHAM introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. Rh. No. 95) relating to heads of Depart- 
ments or bureaus calling upon their solicitors 


|; OF an assistant attorney general for written 
| opinions; which was read a first and second 
| time, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary, and ordered to be printed. 
JULINA WOOTEN 
Mr. WILSON, of Ohio, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No, 1364) granting a pension to Julina 
Wooten; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed, 
FRIENDSHIP LODGE, OF TRENTON, TENNESSER 
Mr. CALDWELL introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 1365) for the relief of Friendship Lodge, 
No. 22, of Trenton, Tennessee; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee.of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
SAMUEL B. DAVIS. 
Mr. VOORHEES introduced a bill (H. R. 


| No, 1366) to place the name of Samuel B. 


Davis, late 


a corporal in company C, eight 
eenth 


regiment Indiana volunteers, on the 
pension roll at the rate of full disability, from 
and after the 4th day of March, 1866; which 


| was read a first and second time, referred 


to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 


| ordered to be printed. 


REBECCA G. SHAW, 

Mr. VOORHEES also introduced a bill (FH. 
R. No. 1367) for the relief of Rebecca G 
Shaw, mother of John A. Shaw, late a private 
in the eleventh regiment of Indiana volunteers ; 


| which was read a first and second time, with 


the accompanying papers referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CHARLES O. WOOD. 


Mr. VOORHEES also introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 1368) for the relief of Charles QO. 
Wood; which was read a first atid second 
time, with the accompanying papers referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 


ordered to be printed, 


TYPE AND OTHER PRINTING MATERIALS. 

Mr. VOORHEES also introduced a bill 
(H. Rk. No. 1869) to abolish all duties and im- 
posts on type and other printing material, and 
also to abolish all duties and imposts on ail 
articles used in the manufacture of type and 
other printing material, and to place the same 
on the free list; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM A. GRAHAM. 
Mr. WILSON, of Indiana, introduced a bill 


| (H. R. No. 1370) for the relief of the heirs 


of William A. Graham; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 


COLONEL WILLIAM C, KISH. 


Mr. MANSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1371) granting a pension to Colonel William 
C. Kise; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and erdered to be printed. 

ANDERSON W. SCOTT. 

Mr. SNAPP introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1372) to place the name of Anderson W, Scott 
on the pension-roll ; whic h was read a first and 
second referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 


Lime, 
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CHANGE OF LOCATION OF BANK. 
Mr. SNAPP also introduced a bill (H. R. 


No. 1378) to change the location of a bank ; 
which was read a first and second time, re 
ferred to the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
reucy, and ordered to be printed. 


JUSTUS F. JONES 


Mr. BEVERIDGE introduced a bill (H. R. || 


No. 1374) to grant a pension to Justus F. 
Jones, late a private in company E, seventh | 
lowa infantry; which was read a first and | 
second time, referred to the Committee on 


Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
BOUNTIES TO VOLUNTEERS 

Mr. BEVERIDGE 

(ii. KR. 

of an 


also 
4: <4 
No. 1875) to provide for the payment 


allowance of $100 to the volunteers 


accepted under the President’s proclamation | 


1861; 
time, 


of May 3, 


second 


which was read a first and 

referred to the Committee on 

Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
INDIAN TERRITORY OF OKLAHOMA, 

Mr. PARKER, of 
bill 
of the Indian tribes and their consolidation 
under a civil government to be called the ter- 


Missouri, introduced a 


ritory of Oklahoma; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 
SURVEY OF GRANTS OR CLAIMS OF LAND. 
Mr. WELLS introduced a bill (H. R. No. || 


1877) to repeal an act entitled ‘‘ An act for 
the survey of grants or claims of land,’’ ap- 
prov d June 2, 1862; 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, and 
printed, 

MISSOURI CLAIMS. 

Mr. COMINGO introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
1378) referring claims of loyal citizens of the 
Siate of Missouri to the commissioners ap- 
» inted under act of Congress approved March 
3, 1871, and for other purposes; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered vo 
be printed, 


MEMPHIS AND KANSAS CITY, ETC., RAILROADS, 
Mr. COMINGO also introduced a bill (H. 


R. No. 1379) to declare the Memphis and Kan- | 


sas City, and the Kansas City and Missouri rail- 
roads military and post roads, and for other 
purposes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
RELIEF OF MISSOURI CITIZENS. 
Mr. COMINGO also introduced a bill (H. 


R. No. 1380) for the relief of certain citizens | 


of the counties of Jackson, Cass, Bates, and 


Vernon, in the State of Missouri; which was | 


read a first and second time, referred to 


the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be |! 


printed, 
WILLIAM SHUMATE. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, introduced a bill 
(Il. R. No. 1881) granting a pension to Wil- 
liam Shumate, a soldier of the war of 1812; 
which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 


ALEXANDER M’ARTHOR. 


Mr. SUTHERLAND introduced a bill (H. 
R,. No. 1882) for the relief of Alexander Mc- 
Arthur, of the city of Corunna, in the State of 
Michigan; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES M’GINNISS. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Michigan, introduced a bill 
(H. R. No. 1883) for the relief of James Mc- 
Ginniss; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 


introduced a bill | 


H. ht. No. 1376) for the better protection | 


which was read a first | 


ordered to be | 


t ! 
read a first and second time. 
} 

| 

i 
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| SHIP-CANAL, TEXAS. 


|| Mr. CLARKR, of Texas, introduced a bill’ 
(H. R. No. 1384) providing for a survey for a | 


ship-canal from the waters of Galveston bay 
to Sabine lake, Texas; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr. CLARKE, of Texas, also introduced a 
bill (H. R. No. 1885) for the removal of the 
legal and political disabilities of certain citi- 
|| zens of the State of Texas: which was read 
\ a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
|| printed, 
1] JOUN CLEGIORN 
Mr. ORR introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1386) 
for the relief of John Cleghorn, late register 
of the land office at Sioux City, lowa; which 
|| was read a first and second time, referred 


|| ordered to be printed. 


LANDS IN IOWA, 


Mr. PALMER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
| 1387) for the relief of Lucas, O’Brien, Dick- 


ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. COTTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 


BRIDGE OVER MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 
: 
| 


|| tenance of a bridge over the Mississippi river 


and Jackson or Clinton county, Iowa, and to 
establish the same as a post road; which was 


| Mr. SAWYER. Icall for the reading of 
the bill just introduced. 


The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 
REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr. RANDALL. 


question. I move to suspend the rules for 
| the purpose of introducing and passing a 


| therein designated. 


|. Mr. MONROE, 


including myself, desire to introduce bills. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend 
| the rules is in order on Mondays sixty minutes 
| after the reading of the Journal. 

Mr. SAWYER. I waive my call for read- 
from lowa, [Mr. Corron,] and ask that the 
bill be printed and referred. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has 
| expired, and the gentleman cannot now waive 
the call because another question is engaging 
| the attention of the House. The bill on which 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ray- 
DALL] moved to suspend the rules will be read. 

The bill, which was read, provides for the 
removal of the political disabilities imposed 
by the third section of the fourteenth article 
|of amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States from all persons included by 
| the following designated classes to whom dis- 
abilities attach by reason of participation and 
implication in the late rebellion, after having 
taken an oath to support the Constitution of 
the United States in connection with and as 
part of their oaths of office, to wit: all per- 
sons who took such oaths as postmasters, or 
clerks of postmasters, as United States mar- 
shals, and deputy or assistant United States 


| 


|| marshals, judges of probate and judges of | 
' > 


other courts of inferior jurisdiction in any 
| State, and the clerks and other officers of 


|| such courts; clerks and registers of equity 
|| courts; and masters and examiners in chan- | 
| cery; sheriffs and deputy sheriffs, justices of 





the peace, all municipal officers, including 


|| the mayor, aldermen, and other officers of any 


| city, town, or village; commissioners of roads 


| were restricted in their purpose to suc 


to the Committee on the Public Lands, and | 


inson, and other counties in the State of Iowa: | 


which was read a first and second time, rée- I} learn, is entirely unobjectionable. 


|| to those who in point of fact had no agency in 
| bringing about secession, 


1388) to authorize the construction and main- | 


I rise to a privileged | 





| bill to remove the political disabilities of all | 
| persons included by the classes of persons | 


I hope the gentleman will | 
| withdraw that motion, as several gentlemen, | 


ing of the bill introduced by the gentleman | 
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and revenues ; constables and all other exe 

tive and administrative officers who were by 
law elected to office prior to the rebellion re 
the people of any city, county, town, villag, 
or parish, the general duties of whose 5 os 
. h City 
county, town, village, or parish; but the bene. 
fits of this act are not to extend to any per. 
sons, although included by the above specifeg 
classes, who resigned their seats as members 
ot Congress, or as officers of the Army or 


| Navy, and afterward joined the rebellion : nor 


to persons who voted for an ordinance of 
secession while members of a convention of 
any State which adopted such ordinance. 

Mr. PERCE. I should like to ask the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania whether this 
removes the disabilities from any but those 
included in the bill passed by this House, 
which is now pending in the Senate? 

Mr. RANDALL. It does not remove nearly 
asmany. Ltapplies to those persons elected by 
the people of their respective counties, towns, 
parishes, and villages to office, and where, 
before they entered upon the discharge of 
the duties of their offices, they were compelled 
to take an oath to support the Constitution 
of the United States. ‘he bill, as far as | cay 


It applies 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
able in the proviso. 


Mr. RANDALL. 


I think it is objection. 


That is the only way in 


|| which we can get it through. 
between Carroll or Whitesides county, Illinois, 


Mr. CONGER. Will the gentleman permit 


|| me to ask him a pe ? 


Mr. RANDALL. Certainly. 

Mr. CONGER. Does this bill provide that 
all of these persons shall take a new oath of 
allegiance ? 

Mr. RANDALL. It does not. 

Mr. CONGER. Does it provide for their 
making any application to be relieved from 
these disabilities ? 

Mr. RANDALL. It does not. I have no 
objection if the gentleman will indicate the 
amendment which he would desire to make for 
that purpose. I wish the administration of 


_ affairs in the southern States to be in the hands 
| of intelligent people, of men who, as it were, 


at the time were innocently dragged into the 
rebellion. 


Mr. CONGER. I ask that the first part of 


| the bill be again read. 


Mr. COX. Let the bill be read through, so 
the House may exactly understand what it is. 

The bill was again read. 

Mr. SARGENT. I understand the gentle- 
man gives way to me for the purpose of offer- 
ing an additional amendment in the nature of 
& proviso. 

-_ RANDALL, I will hear the amendment 
read, 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And provided further, That all persons relieved by 
this act shall take an oath of allegiance to the United 
States before the clerk of the United States district 
court in which said persons reside, ind said oath 
shall be filed in said court. 

Mr. RANDALL. I do not object to accept- 
ing that proviso as a part of the bill if the gen- 
tleman from California will modify it so as to 
provide that the oath of allegiance may be 
mailed to the United States court and filed 
there, because otherwise it might require any 
one of these persons living in remote districts, 
and far away from the United States court, to 
go to the district court of the United States 
for the purpose of filing his oath of allegiance. 
Let the oath of allegiance be mailed and filed 
and the gentleman’s object will be fully accom- 
lished. 

Mr. SARGENT. 
tion of the proviso. 
Mr. RANDALL. Then I accept the amend- 
ment as modified as a part of the bill. 

The question recurred on suspending the 
rules and passing the bill as modified. 


I agree to that modifica- 
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| 
Key. The House divided ; and there were—ayes | Mr. SARGENT. There is nothing affecting Mr. STARKWEATHER. Then I will sub- 
e by 93, noes 88. || the rights of the persons interested in the seal || mit my motion, in the form in which I first 
0 by Mr. CONGER. I demand the yeas and | fisheries? ore || offered it, as an additional proviso. 
lage, nays. \ Mr. SHELLABARGER. There is not. || The SPEAKER. The Chair entertains it 
Office Mr. RANDALL. Does not the\Constitu- || . The rules were suspended, (two thirds voting || in that form. There can be no doubt but that 
city jon require the yeas and nays on this bill, || in favor thereof,) and the bill was read three || it is in order. 
ene. oquiring. as it does, a two-thirds vote? || umes, and passed. | Mr. HOLMAN. As a substitute for the 
per. [he ee It Ase at a but — DRAWING FOR SEATS. ~— oe cee ; ae: 
. res aw Pe t 3 se § | r . ° 1é x Ge f ° a > ‘ 
rw ree | > cals Misia coos for = ai oa oe | Mr, COX. TI am instructed by the Commit: i ate There is eee or ri = a ie, er 
erg show tha . _ oe passage || tee on the Rules to report back, with the "see s “bles eee ee eee 
y or ¢ the bill. oo iss : lution that this proposed rule shall not apply 
|| recommendation that it be adopted, the fol- Wntehdbone ‘ 
; nor (he yeas and nays were not ordered. || : os : % Bont to the Forty-Second Congress, and the gentle- 
she } ; Se a | lowing resolution, designed to facilitate the . 
e of So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the |) } ess of . man offers the further proviso, which is, that 
. ' y yusiness of the House: ; , . 1a 
n of rules were suspended, and the bill (H. R., No. | ae ld SR lg te Sa dded th \ for the Forty-Second Congress there shall be 
. . | solved, Q Bf : . : nn . ° 
1389) was introduced and passed. (eG oe ' ng be added to therules || an immediate drawing. The Chair has no 
the Sa a are . ||} Rute —. Whenever the seats shall have been doubt that that is in order. 
this ALASKA FUR-BEARING ANIMALS, | —_ a mae be in oeter ior © pecoue | Mr. STARKWEATHER. I movethe pre- 
(ie 7 ! APGOHKP - drawing auring same Uongress: rovited, lat || . . eats . _ ° ‘ ; 
Ose Mr. SHELLABARGER. I move that the || this rule shall not apply to the Forty-Second Con- || VOUS question upon the resolution and amend- 
use, rules be suspended, and the bill (H. R. No. || gress, ment. 
|342) supplementary to an act entitled “An Mr. POLAND. I move to amend by striking || . Mr. BIGGS. I move to lay the whole sub- 
arly act to prevent the extermination of fur-bearing |! out the proviso. || ject on the table. 
d by avimals in Alaska’’ be passed. Mr. MAYNARD. How doesthiscome up? || ~The question was put; and there were—ayes 
y : : : - ‘ come up? || _ } : 
wns, lhe bill, which was read, provides in the || Is it a report from a committee? || 78, noes 82. 
ere, frst section that the Secretary of the Treasury || The SPEAKER. Yes: itis a report from || Mr. BIGGS called for tellers. 
> of be authorized to appoint one agent and three || the Committee on the Rules. ] Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Biecs and 
lled assistant agents, who shall be charged withthe || Mr, COX. I demand the previous question. || Mr. Dickey were appointed. 
ton management of the seal fisheries in Alaska, Mr. BIRD. I hope the previous question | lhe House again divided; and the tellers 
Can and the performance of such other duties as || will not be seconded. | reported—ayes 89, noes 99. y 
plies may be assigned to them by the Secretary of On seconding the demand for the previous | Mr. PLA‘ l and Mr. HALDEMAN called 
»y in the Treasury. The agent is to receive ten dol- question there were—ayes 75, noes 76. || for the yeas and nays. 
lars a gH = et ont ra vee awe pcan geese eee | TREATY OF WASHINGTON—THE FISHERIES. 
10n- per day; ¢ WO assistans agents, 612 ars Tellers were ordered ; and the Speaker ap- || :PRAKT : : 
each per day while so employed; and they are || pointed Mr. Cox and Mr. SraRKWEATHER. Ps, ne SE eee ae three weeks ago 
y in also to be allowed their necessary traveling Mr. BANKS. This is a privileged ques- | M erty ee ore ML, Be the pone from 
expenses in going toand returning from Alaska, || tion, which the gentleman from New York | eel! od es ee — a 
‘mit for which expenses vouchers are to be pre- || (Mr. Cox] can report at any time. I hope imiotee tally Paty ee ee —— 
sented to the proper accounting officers of the || he will withdraw it to-day, so that we may | for See eee + “a qa a y 
lreasury; such expenses, however, are not |; transact some other business that is necessary. | h ke th ae Aad eee ern 
that toexceed in the aggregate $600 each in any Mr. COX. I will say that this resolution is Sees ane So ” Ee i a appa est: i 
of one year. And the agents are never to be inter- introduced to-day for the purpose of facilitating | aTOES : Cl se nage Se ye . 7 y to os ¢ er? Pe 1 
ested, directly or indirectly, in any lease of the || business. || time, +o le “4 st ay . rbd comm con- 
y ale seals ‘ Q . C mW . i 8 a |e s 2 ‘ o > 2mi : 
right to take seals, or any proceeds or profits I'he House again divided; and the tellers | Stencanke aoa pag rn me 1 oe gentleman om 
i thereof, either as owner, agent, partner, or || reported—ayes 79, noes 86. | Rap coop can submit his report. 
rom otherwise. The second section authorizes the So the previous question was not seconded. | ee mate, . ‘ 
Secretary of the l'reasury to erect a dwelling Mr. STA RK WEATHER. I offer the follow- | Mr. BAN KS. ; I report back from the Com- 
no upon each of the islands of St. Paul and St. ing amendment. mittee on I oreign Affairs, without amend- 
the George for the use of the agents, the cost of | The Clerk read as follows: ments, the bill (H. R. No. 488) to -arry into 
for both dwellings not to exceed $6,000. The Provided further, That the Clerk of the House do effect the provisions of the treaty between the 
of third section empowers these agents to admin- || forthwith place in a box the name of each member | United States and Great Britain, signed in the 
nike ister oaths in any cases relating to the service en Delegate of the eee of NTS writ- | city of Washington the 8th day of May, 1871, 
2 ~ Thatta Dh nt on ra; Den ieee tions : |; ten upon a separate 8 ipo paper, lat he 1€n pro- ati > fie [aq 
are, of the United States, and to take testimony in || ceed, in the presence of the House, to draw fromthe || relating to the fisheries. 
the Alaska, for the use of the Government in any || said box, one at a time, the said slips of paper, and | Upon consultation with gentlemen ot sev- 
matter concerning the public revenues. of — pan ply te ae aunt mamenes Oe a || eral of the leading committees.of the House, 
of Mr. SHELLABARGER, | ask permission || Sia aaah fer thie oounealt Goauveas) Prevtded, That || 1 move that the bill be printed, and made the 
to say a very few words in explanation of the || before said drawing shall commence the Speaker 1] special order for the third Tuesday in March, 
80 bill. sees Sane — scat to be ph pny og =n a. || after the morning hour, and from day to day 
’ 1 IPRARWT ’ . that every seat continues vacant until 1t 1s selected || P : + a ° ; 
is. lhe SPEAKER, The gentleman from Ohio || under this order, and that every seat, after having | thereafter until dispose d of. 4 
asks unanimous consent to make some remarks || been selected, shall be deemed forfeited if left unoc- || Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. Would it not 
4 in explanation of the bill. Is there objection? || CuPied before the calling of the roll is finished. | be well to fix some time to which the general 
The Chair hears none. Mr. STARKWEATHER. I offer that as a || debate shall be limited? 5 bal Oe 
- Mr. SHELLABARGER. Thisbillhas been || substitute, and will leave out the words “ pro- Mr. BANKS. I would not like to limit it 
before the Committee on Commerce, and is || vided further.’’ I move the previous question. || now. I will make it as short as possible. 
recommended, I believe, unanimously by that Mr. BIGGS. Would it be in order tomove Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I think we had 
> . y } ne a 
nt committee. It has been drawn by the Secre- || to lay that on the table? better limit it now. 
tary of the Treasury. The necessity for its The SPEAKER. It would. The SPEAKER. The Chair would remark 
passage grows out of the fact that the agents Mr. BIGGS. I make that motion. that the business of the Committee on Appro- 
a of the Treasury, who take care of the seal- Mr. POLAND. I rise to a question of || priations cannot conflict with this measure, as 
‘et fishery interests of the United States, which || order. Is this amendment in order to a prop- || the rules can always be suspended to go into 
ath are now about three hundred and seventeen || osition to establish a standing rule of the |; Committee of the Whole on their bills by 
thousand dollars ayear, must be on the ground || House? majority of the House. 
nt: on a given day which falls in May. They can- The SPEAKER. The Chair will have to Mr. Bayks’s motion was then agreed to. 
.n- not reach their destination in time unless they || rule it in order. Pit CUNDURANGO. 
to reach San Francisco to take a certain ship. || Mr. STARKWEATHER. I call the pre- Mr. BANKS. I have anneiiiian tia? 
be The necessity for passing the bill now grows || vious question on the substitute I have offered. I think will heal th differe eae ee ra 
ed out of the fact that they cannot reach their || The SPEAKER. The Chair is in doubt ng te . oe on = a 
ny posts unless we pass this bill authorizing them || whether the amendment can be offered as a ee dtl i. ie - ~ oe ‘ee Qo - 
. ry ° ° ° rp . £ s se 2 a 8 ence 
Ss, to go speedily. The bill, as I have said, was || substitute. The gentleman now proposes to mb Pt 7 sar De oe - ; - ecg page — 
to drawn by the Secretary of the Treasury, and || offer it as a substitute for the resolution of the | memes i - sey k paw : he Vaid. . rk the 
ae { trust there will be no objection to it. Committee on the Rules, and the Chair has | res = eae (I. o ) P 
1 + wn ye . ° eqe » ° e e, e or. 
e. Mr. SARGENT. Will the gentleman yield || doubts as to the practicability of his doing so. Mi rll gh ang It will tak 
io wan i I] rn as . : . i Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. It will take 
od 0 me to make an inquiry? The proposition of the committee is to makea a stronger drug than that to do it. [1 aughter. ] 
a: Mr. SHELLABARGER. Certainly. standing rale of the House, with a proviso. “Mr CONGER.. Woul 1 tor he Saale 
Mr. SARGENT. I would inquire of the gen- || The gentleman can move a further proviso, Se ee ee ; 
5 : al ask for the reading of that correspondence? 
a- tleman whether any new offices are created, || and then it would be clearly in order; but The SPEAKER. The centleman can read 
or if there is any change in existing laws? where there is a proposition pending to es- | tin eae . : "6 ' 
- _ Mr. SHELLABARGER. Thereis nochange i tablish a rule of the House the Chair doubts I ' cosines ooniea 
in existing law. The only change is that it || if substitute proposing that a certain thing DRAWING FOR 
e authorizes three assistants, who are deemed, || shall be done, which will be exhausted with its The House resumed the consideration of 
and doubtless are, absolutely necessary. \| execution, would be in order. the report of the Committee on the Kules, 





the per ling be ng upon the motion 


question 





of Mr. Bicos, to lay the whole subject on the 
ta 1 which the yeas and nays had been 
or i 
Ir. FARNSWORTH Cannot the gentle- 
man who offered this resolution withdraw it? 
The SPEAKER. By general conseut he 
ta . 
Mr FARNSWORTH. Cannot the mover 
vilhdraw it anyhow / 
lhe SPEAKER Hle cannot, as it is the 
report otf a committee, 
he question was taken; and it was decided 
In the neyative veas 94, nays 104, not voting 
1] \ | LOWS 
‘ \ Mi Ambler, Arthur, pens, Bey, 
Beatty, Beek, big Binghat, Austin Bis James 
(x Lia Lot i pate bros Butts » Bureb- 
| lett, Benja FP. Bu ort mpbell.G ger, 
( ( nd, D Dunne kly, Farnsworth, 
{ ' bs Frye, Gartield, Garrett, Golladay, 
G 1, tf le liale, llandles ‘Larmer, Harber 
(j web. ilar ~dilay, John W Hazlet nm, i 
Keile Kerr, Ke hom, Killinges Lamison, le 
I Merecu Merrian Moore, eopain 
N a ru, Pa Aur, site { Parker, Eli 
bs Peter Piart, P 1, Porter, Price, Randall, 
KK 1 kdwerd ¥. Ki iiiia WH. Reberts, Roosevelt, 
ik ellabarger, Sherwood, 
\\ iugtion UO. Smith, Sprague, St 
hton, Taffe, ‘I Thomas, Twichell, 
| l Van Traum Wakeman, Waldron, 
W i i W heele WW tele Willard, Wii- 
| ia, J i I. Wilson, Winchester, and 
‘A 
LY S—-Messrs. Acker, Adama, Averill, Barnum, 
| | ‘ i Dig I> a G rge M. Br KS, 
4 Koderick K. bu r, Caldwell, Carroll, 
\\ un T, Clarke, Fi yan Clarke, Cobb, Coburn, 
( { nin ( I { tton, Crebs, Crit her, 
I) Donnan, Dox, Du Bose, Duell, Dake, Hames, 
i Kidride barw linkelnburg, Wilder 
DD. Fost Getz, ila lunks pAvens, 100107» 
il Gerry W. Hazlet Hereford, Herndon, Hil 
yard, Loa Holman, Houghton, King, Lamp ‘ 
ly i, Lew Lowe, Manson, Marshall, Maynard 
MeClelland, MeCorm MeGrew, Melutyre, Me- 
Junk MeN Mer B imin F. Meyers, 
{ Morey, Morgan, Leonard Myers, Negiey, 
) Pa er, Hosea W. Parker, Peck, Pendleton, 
! ] iM. Rice, Willi hk. Roberts, Robin- 
i Sarge t a Sheld n, Shober, Slo- 
‘ \ Snapp, Thomas J. Speer, Stark- 
veal Stevens, > rm, Stowell, Strong, Suther- 
land, Washington Townsend, Turner, auchan, 
\ rees, Waddell, Walden, Walls, Warren, Whit- 
thorne, Jeremioh M. W m,and Young—104 
OT VOTLING—M rs. Ames, Archer, Barry, 
Braxton, Creely, Darrall, Dawes, De Large, Elliott, 
Forker, Heary D. Poster, Goodrich, Halsey, Ham- 
bleton, John ‘I’. Llarris, Hill, Kellong. Kendall, Kin- 
sella, Leach, L 1, MeCras chinney, Mitchell, 
Peree, Aaron EF. Perry, Pot Prindle, Ritchie, 
Kogera, Scofield, Shoemake ait Boardman Smith, 
Snyde R. Miltan Speer, st. John, Swann, Sypher, 
Dwicht Townsend, Tuthill, and Williams of New 
Yor i] 
jhea 7} ‘ ls ‘ » tal ] , wag 
0 the motion to lay on toe table was not 
ed t 
VAN UMP. Is it in order to move 
to postpone the further consideration of this 
© me tuture day t 
he SPEAKER, It is, 
Mr. VAN TRUMP. Then I move that it be 
postponed to W dnesday nex at three o'clock. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Is that in order pending 


the call for the previous quesuion? 


Mr. STARKWEATHER. I called the pre- 
vious question before the motion to adjourn 
was made 

fhe SPEAKER. The Chair stands cor- 
r 1: the question is upon seconding the 
previous question, which must be disposed of 
before the motion to postpone will bein order. 

$ Mr. ELDRIDGE. I would ask, if gentle- 
men can hold out long enough, whether they 
can fi nster out this session ? 

Mr. PETERS. I desire to move that the 


rules oh 80 suspended as to pass a resolution 
I send to the Clerk's desk. 

Mr. NIBLACK. There are several gentle- 
men. absent from the House—— 
Mr. STARKWEATHER, 
der? 
rhe SPEAKER 
Mr. HALDEMAN, 


Is debate in 
ort 


It is not. 
Would it be in order 


é to move that the House now adjourn? 
be The SPEAKER. It would be. 
Then I make that | 





4 Mr. HALDEMAN, 
of motion, 


Mr. STARK WEATHER. 


} 


gentlemen who are desirous of introducing || 
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ae 


the new draw he will get another just as good 


| for I never knew him to have a bad ge at. 


bilis for reference —— 

The SPEAKER. The pending question is 
not debatable. 

Mr. PLATT. I desire to make a parlia- 
mentat y aT aAET 

(he SPEAKER. The Chair will hear it. 

Mr. PLA r I. Is nota motion to postpone 
this subject indefinitely in order under the | 


rules of this House? 
The SPEAKER. 
the rule under which he desires to make 
his p int? 
Mr. PLATT. 
rule, fixing the order of motions. 
[The SPEAKER. 
rule 
The Clerk 


OWS: 


cate 


read the forty-second rule, as 
fo] 

W hen a question is under debate, no motion oral 
he received but to adjourn, to lie on the table, 
the previous quest 
to commit or amend, to postpone indefinitely ; 
| motions shall have precedence 
in which they are arranged; and no motion to post- 
pone to a day eertain, to commit, or to postpone 
indefinitely, being deeided, shall be again allowed 
on the same day, and at the same stage of the bill 
or proposition, 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will per- 
ceive (hat the motion for the previous question 
takes precedence of the motion to postpone. 

Mr. PETERS. L move to suspend the rules 
in order to pass a resolution | have sent to the 


which 


| ai + ¢ aie 
Clerk’s desk. 


The SPEAKER. That motion takes prece- 
ence. 
Mr. STARKWEATHER. 
the previous question ? 
fhe SPEAKER. The call for the previous 
question is made under the rules. 


Of the call for 


Will the gentleman indi- | 


I think it is the forty-second | 


The Clerk will read that 


for | 
ion, to postpone to a day certain, | 


in the order | 


de man from Maine [Mr. Perers] moves to | 


spend all 
whik he has indicated. 

Mr. CONNER. [rise to a parliamentary 
inquiry. On a matter involving simply a ques 
tion of convenience, such as drawing for seats, 
are not the territorial Delegates entitled to a 
vote 


The SPEAKER. 


United States, they arenot. [Laughter.] The 


rules, so as to pass a resolution 


The Chair apprehends | 


that, under the Constitution and laws of the 


gentleman from Maine [ Mr. Perers | moves that | 
the House suspend the rules and adopt the | 


resolution which will be read. 
VALIDITY OF CONSTITUTIONAL : 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the thirteenth, fourteenth, and 
fifteenth amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States having been ratified by the number 
of State Legislatures necessary to make their adop- 
ti tlid and binding, as well as having been sanc- 
tioned by the most significant popul irapproval, the 
highest patriotism and most enlightened public 
policy demand of all political parties and all citizens 
an acquiescence in the validity of such constitu tional 
provisions and such reasonable legislation of Con- 
gress as may be necessary to make them in their 
letter and spirit most effectual. 


Mr. PETERS. I call for the yeas and nays 


AMENDMENTS. 


mva 


/on the motion to suspend the rules to adopt 


I suppose those | has a very good seat now, 


the resolution just read, 
The SPEAKER, The Chair will state the 
precise parliamentary condition of the ques- 


tion, so that members may vote understand- 


ingly. The Committee on the Rules being 
authorized to report at any time, the report 
came in strictly under the rule. It is before 
the House, and will remain the unfinished 
business if the House should adjourn during 
its pendency. It must be disposed of in some 
way. But pending its consideration on Mon- 
day, motions to suspend the rules are in order, 
and may be indefinitely made during the day. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. I presume the 
gentleman from Maine [Mr. Perens] does not 


wish the yeas and nays on his proposition; | 





there will be no objection to it, I suppose. His 


object is, doubtless, to tire the House out. 
Mr. PETERS. 1 insist on the call for the 
yeas and nays. 
Mr, SEARKWEATHER. The gentleman 


and I hope uader 


a 


| it at all; it is a motion to suspend the r 


| in thenegative—yeas 60, nays 124, not votiy 





The gen- || 


| Critcher, 





| 


Smith, 


Mr. GETZ. I rise to a parliamenta: y in 
quiry, whether the proposition of the g 
man from Maine [Mr. Perens] is germa 


ent 
“uue 


the question which was before the a . 
moment ago. 
The SPEAKER. It has nothing to do with 


4 ules, 


Such a motionon Munday takes precedence of 

all other business. 

Mr. HALDEMAN. [insist on my motj, 
to adjourn, and call the yeas and n; AYS Upio . 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. I hope we shall 
not adjourn. There are several bills w) 
gentlemen wish to introduce. 

On the motion to adjourn there Were—ayes 
72, noes 91. r 

Mr. PE?@ERS ealled for tellers, 

Tellers were not ordered. 

Mr. PLATS. IL call for the yeas and nays, 

1 he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decide, 


Ich 


y 
55; as follows: . 
YEAS—Messrs. Arthur, Beatty, Beck, Biggs, James 
G. Biair, James Brooks, Burdett, Campbell, 
land, Davi » Edwards, Ely, Frye, Garrett, Gi shat 4 
Haldeman, U1. wndley, Ilarmer, Harper, Georg 
Harris, Kelley, Kerr, Ketcham, Killinge r, Lainison 
Leach, Mercur, Merriam, Morphis, Niblack, | 
ard, Packer, Leawe C. iets Peters. Piatt, P 
Rainey, Read, John M. Rice, Ellis H Robe: iw. 
yer, Seeley, Sheldon, Shell: ube irger, Slater, Sprague 
Stevenson, Ps iife, Terry, Thomas.Upson, Van I; : 
Wakeman, Wak Tri on, W allae e, Wells, Wheeler, 
lard, John T. Wilson, and W inchester—60, 
NAYS—Messrs. Avker, Adams, Ambler, Ay 
Banks, Barber, Barnum, Beli, Beveridge, Bigby. 
Bingham, Bird, Austin Blair, Bright, George \\' 
Brooks, Buckley, Buffinton, Burehard, Benj n | 
Butier, Roderick R. Butler, Caldwell, Carroll, Wil- 
liam ‘i’. Ciarke, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cobur 
ghlan, Comingo, Conger, Conner, Cotton, ( 
Dickey, Donnan, Dox, Du Bose, Du 


’ 
) 
iCK- 


ts,d 


ap, 
Wilk 


, 


Duke, Dunnell, Eames, Eldridge, Farnsworth, }\yr- 
well, Finkeinburg, Charlies Foster, Wilder D. k 
ter, Getz, Griffith, Hale. Mancock, Hanks, Hawley, 
Tay, Hays, Gerry W. Hazleton, Jobn W. Lazleton, 
Hereford, Ilerndon, Hibbard, Hoiman, Houen- 
ton, King, Lamport, Lansing, Lewis, Lowe, Lyn 
Manson, Marshall. Maynard, McCleliand, Me 


mick, MeGrew, MclIlenry, Me Ints re, McJunkin, Me- 
Neely, Merrick, Benjamin F. Meyers, Monr oe, 
Moore, Morey, Morgan, Leonard Myers, Negley, 
Palmer, llosea W. Parker, Peck, Pendleton, be, 

Eli Perry, seb BY Randall, William R. Rob i 
Rusk, Sargent, Sessions, Shober, Slocum, John A, 
Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Snapp, Thomas J. 


Speer, Starkweather Storm, Stoughton, Stowell, 
Strong, Sutherland, "Syphe r, W: ashington  Town- 
send, Turner, Twich sell, Vaughan, Voorhees, Waddell 
Walden, Walls, Warren, Whiteley, Whitthorne, 


and Jeremiah M. Wilson—124 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames. Archer, Barry, 
Braxton, Cox, Creely, Darrall. Dawes, De Large, 
Liliott, Forker, Henry D. Foster, Garfield. Good- 
rich, alsey, Ilambleton, Jot mn T. Uarris, Havens, 

i Hill, Hoar. Hooper, Kellogg, Kendall, Ki: 
McCrary, Me Kee, Me Riaeor, Mitchell, Aaron | 


Prindle, Edward Y. Lice, 

Rogers, Rooseveit, Scofield, 
Shoemaker, Sioss, Ll. Boardman 
Snyder, R. Milton Speer, Stevens, St. John, 
Swann, Dwight 'lownsend, Tuthill, Tyner, Williams 


f Indiana, Williams of New York, W ood, und 
Young—55. 


So the House refused to adjourn, 


The SPEAKER, The question recurs on 
the motion of the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. 
Peters] to suspend the rules, for the purpose 
of introducing and passing the resolution 
which has been read. 

Mr. VAN TROMP. I ask the gentleman 
from Maine to lect me offer an amendment. , 
is not antagonistic, but pertains to the questio: 
of drawing for seats. 

Mr. RANDALL. The resolution of the 

gentleman from Maine relates entirely to a 
different question, 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. 
again read. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. RANDALL. Lask the question whether 
we can have a division on that resolution ? 

The SPEAKER, Only by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. RANDALL. I wish to have it divided 
after the word *‘ valid,’’ and between the words 
**valid’’ and *' binding.”’ 


Mr. STARK WEATHER, 


Perry, Poland, Potter, 
Ritchie, Robinson, 
Shanks. Sherwood, 


I ask the resolution be 


I object. 


1872 
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—_— 


gould be better the House should come to an || for the regular order. 


anderstanding about this matter. It is now || 
»efore the House, and if the drawing be ordered 


, would be entirely unfair to have it take place || 


.».day, because no notice has been given mem- 
iers of the House who are absent so that they 
might be present when the drawing does take 
sjace. It is very evident that many members 
sre absent, and therefore I suggest we let the 
matter of drawing for seats go over until to- 
morrow, and then the House to-day may pro- | 


Mr. PETERS. Let the gentleman move 
his amendment so as to require the drawing 
to take place on Wednesday or Thursday. 

Mr. PLATT. Let me call the attention of 
the gentleman to the language of the resolu- 


‘io.— 
“Wr. FARNSWORTH. Iam willing to fix 
the day, but it is unfair to have the drawing 
to-day when so many members are absent. 

Mr. DICKEY. If gentlemen will agree that 
anew drawing shall take place, the House will 
consent, I have no doubt, that the drawing 
shall take place on Monday next. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. I object to de- 
pate. 

Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
there are as many members present to-day as 
ihere are likely to beonanyotherday. lama 
man of frail constitution, yet I am here in my 
seat to-day, and those who are not present to- 
day would not be present on any other day, 
save and except those on the select committee 
which has gone to New Orleans. This ques- 
tion is now before the House, and it had better 
be settled at once. 

Mr. BIGGS. It is apparent that the mem- 
bers of the committee which has gone to New 
Orleans would be unfairly dealt with by having | 
the drawing take place to-day. 

Mr. RANDALL. Yes; and we must not 
forget the members of the House on that com- | 
mittee have gone to New Orleans by order of 
the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Farnswort] | 
to suggest as a compromise that the question | 
be postponed till Wednesday next. 

Mr. BANKS. I agree to that. I havea 
resolution here calling on the Secretary of 
State—— 

; Mr. STARKWEATHER. 
ate. 

Mr. W. R. ROBERTS. Has it been decided 
that the drawing for seats shall take place? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 

Mr. W. R. ROBERTS. We want that de- 
cided. If it is decided that this drawing for 
seats shall take place, then I take it those in 
favor of it will consent to an adjournment of 
the question till Wednesday next, or some day 
next week. But we want it settled definitely 
to-day whether we are to have a drawing or | 
not, and that has not yet been done. 

Mr. KILLINGER. I call for the regular 
order, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
little bill. 

Mr. SHELDON. I wish to inquire whether | 
the Seageant-at-Arms can be instructed to keep | 

the members on the outside tier of desks pres- | 
ent until this question is decided? 

The SPEAKER, That is not a parliament- 
ary question. 








[ object to de- 


I wish to pass 4 





Mr. FARNSWORTH. I movetherules be 
suspended. 
The SPEAKER. That is not in order, as 


| 
om is one motion pending to suspend ihe 
rules, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I understand the gen- | 
tleman from Maine will withdraw that motion. | 

Mr. PETERS. Oh, no; you can make your | 
motion afterward. | 

Mr. COX. With the consent of the House, 
I should like to make a brief explanation. I 
offered this resolution this morning without 
intending to take up the time of the House. 
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ceed to some Other business. 
! 
| 











Mr. W. R. ROBERTS. 


We must settle this 


question in some way, and it is better for us to | 


settle it to-day. 

Mr. PETERS. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move that 
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yr. FARNSWORTH. It seems to me it || Mr. STRONG. Tobject to debate; andcall || The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the 


resolution as modified. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That we recognize the thirteenth, four- 
teenth, and fifteenth amendments to the Constitu- 


| tion as valid parts thereof. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Would itbe in order 


| to inquire if we recognize other parts of the 


when the House adjourns to-day it be to meet || 


to-morrow at eleven o'clock. 

The SPEAKER. There has been one motion 
to adjourn, and under the rules it is not in order 
to entertain another motion to adjourn until 
the House has decided the question on the 
motion to suspend the rules. 

The question was taken; and there were— 
yeas 125, nays 57, not voting 57; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ambler, Averill, Banks, Barber, 
Beatty. Bell, Beveridge, Bigby, Bingham, Austin 
Blair, George M. Brooks, Buckley, Buffinton, Burch- 
ard, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick K. Butler, 
William T. Clarke, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Coburn, 
Coghlan, Conger, Cotton, Cox, Darrall, Dickey, Don- 
nan, Duell, Dannel!, Eames, Farnsworth, Farwell, 
Finkelnburg, Charles Foster, Wilder D. Foster, Frye, 
Garfield, Goodrich, Griffith, Hale, Harmer. George 
E. Harris, Havens, Hawley, Hay, Gerry W. Hazleton, 
John W. Hazleton, Hoar, Hooper, Houghton, Kelley, 
Ketcham, Killinger, Lamport, Lansing, Lowe,Lynch, 
Maynard, McClelland, McGrew,’ MeJunkin, McKee, 
Merriam, Monroe, Moore, Morey. Morphis, Leonard 
Myers, Negley, Orr, Packard, Packer, Palmer, Hosea 
W. Parker, Isaae C. Parker, Peck, Pendleton, Perce, 
Peters, Platt, Poland, Porter, Prindle, Rainey, Ellis 
H. Roberts, Rusk, Sargent, Sawyer, Seeley, Sessions, 
Shanks, Sheldon, Shelliabarger, Sherwood, John A. 
Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Snapp, Thomas J. 
Speer. Sprague, Starkweather, Stevenson, Stough- 
ton, Stowell, Strong, Sutherland, Sypher, Tatfe, 
Thomas, Washington ‘townsend, Turner, Tyner, 
Upson, Wakeman, Walden 
Wells, Wheeler. Whiteley, Willard, Williams of Indi- 


ana, Jeremiah M. Wilson, and John T. Wilson—125. || 
NAYS—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Arthur, Barnum, | 


Beck, Biggs, Bright, Caldwell, Campbell, Comingo, 
Conner, Critcher, Crossland, Davis, Dox, Du Bose, 
Duke, Eldridge, Garrett, Getz, Golladay, Haldeman, 
Hambleton, Hancock, Handley, Hanks, Harper, 
Herndon, Holman, King, Lamison, Lewis, Manson, 
Marshall, McHenry, McIntyre, MeNeely, Merrick, 
Niblack, Price, Read, Edward Y. Rice, Jobn M. Rice, 
Ritchie, Slater, Sloss, Storm, Swann, Terry, Van 
Trump, Vaughan, Voorhees, Waddeil, Warren, 
Whitthorne. Winchester, and Young—5/. 

NOT VOTING—Measrs. Ames, Archer, Barry, 
Bird, James G. Blair, Braxton, James Brooks, Car- 
roll, Crebs,Creely, Dawes, De Large, Edwards, Elliott, 
Ely, Forker, Henry D. Foster, Halsey, John T. Harris, 
Hays, Hereford, Hibbard, Hill, Kellogg, Kendall, 
Kerr, Kinsella, Leach, McCormick, McCrary, Mc- 
Kinney, Mercur, Benjamin F. Meyers, Mitchell, 


Constitution as valid? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. COX. I object to debate. 

The question was on suspending the rules 
and passing the resolution offered by Mr. 


| Brooks, of New York. 


The question was taken; and there were— 
yeas 166, nays 22, not voting 51; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Ambler, Averill, Banks, Barber, 
Barnum, Beatty, Beck, Bell, Beveridge, Bigby, Bing- 
ham, Bird, James G, Blair, Bright, George M. Brooks, 
James Brooks, Buckley, Buflinton, Burchard. Bur- 


| dett, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Camp- 


bell, Carroll, William T. Clarke,Cobb, Coburn, Co- 
mingo, Conger, Cotton, Cox, Crebs, Creely, Dickey, 
Donnan, Dox, Duell, Duke, Dunnel!, Eames, ia 
wards, Eldridge, Ely, Farnsworth, Farwell, Fink- 
elnburg, Charles Foster, Wilder D. Foster, Frye, 
Garrett, Getz, Golladay, Goodrich, Griffith, Elalde- 
man, Hale, Hancock, Handley, Harmer, Harper, 
George E. Harris, Havens, Hawley, Hay, Hays, 
Gerry W. Hazleton, John W. Lazleton, Herndon, 
Hibbard, Hoar, Holman, Hooper, Houghton, Kelley, 


| Kerr, Ketcham, Killinger, King, Lamison, Lamport, 


| Slocum, John A, 
Waldron, Wallace, Walls, | 


Leach, Lowe, Lynch, Manson, Marshall, Maynard, 
McClelland, McCormick, MeGrew, MeIntyre, Mc- 
Junkin, McNeely, Mercur, Merriam, Merrick, Mon- 
roe, Moore, Morphis, Leonard Myers, Negley, Pack- 
ard, Packer, Palmer, Hosea W. Parker, [sane C, 
Parker, Peck, Pendleton, Peree, Eli Perry, Peters, 
Platt, Poland, Porter, Prindle, Rainey, Randall, 
Edward Y. Rice. Ellis fl. Roberts, William R. Rob- 
erts, Robinson, Roosevelt, Sargent, Sawyer, Seeley, 
Sessions, Shanks, Sheidon, Shellabarger, Sherwood, 
Smith, Worthington C. Smith, 
Snapp, Thomas J. Speer, Starkweather, Stevens, 
Stevenson, Storm, Stoughton, Stowell, Strong, Suth- 
erland, Swann, Sypher, Thomas, Washington Town- 
send, Turner. Twichell. Tyner, Upson, Waddell, 
Wakeman. Walden, Waldron, Wallace, Walls, 


| Warren, Wells, Wheeler, Whiteley, Willard, Wil- 


liams of Indiana, Jeremiah M. Wilson, John T. 
Wilson, and Wood—166, 

NAYS—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Arthur, Biggs, 
Conner, Critcher, Crossland, Davis, Du Bose, Ham- 
bleton, Hanks, Hereford, Lewis, McHenry. Niblack, 
Read, John M. Rice, Ritchie, Terry, Voorhees, 
Winchester, and Young—22. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. 


Ames, Archer, Barry, 
Austin Blair, 


sraxton, Caldwell, Freeman Clarke, 


| Coghlan, Darrall, Dawes, De Large, Elliott, Forker, 
| Henry D. Foster, Garfield, Halsey, John T. Harris, 


Hill, Kellogg, Kendall, Kinsella, Lansing, McCrary, 
Mckee, McKinney, Benjamin I’. Meyers, Mitchell, 
Morey, Morgan, Orr, Aaron F. Perry, Potter, Price, 


| Rogers. Rusk, Scotield, Shober, Shoemaker, Siater, 


Morgan, Aaron I’. Perry, Eli Perry, Potter, Randall, | 


William R. Roberts, Robinson, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
Seofield, Shober, Shoemaker, Slocum, H. Boardman 
Smith, Snyder. R. Milton Speer, Stevens, St. John, 
Dwight Townsend, Tuthill, Twichell, Williams of 
New York, and Wood—57. 


So (two-thirds having voted in favor thereof ) 


| the rules were suspended, and the resolution 


| 


was adopted. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. B. F. MEYERS stated that he had 
paired with his colleague from Pennsylvania, 
Mr. SHOEMAKER. 

The result of the vote was then announced 
as above recorded. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the following reso- 
lution : 


Resolved, That we recognize the last three amend- 
ments to the Constitution as valid parts thereof. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentleman from 
New York allow me 

Mr. COX. I object to debate. 
had enough of this sort of foolery already. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Brooks] state in his resolution 
what those amendmeats are? 

Mr. MAYNARD. I wish to suggest that 
he shall name them as the thirteenth, four- 
teenth, and fifteenth amendments. 

Mr. COX. I object to debate. We have 
had a lot of demagoguery on this subject, and 
I want no more ot it. 

Mr. BROOKS, of New York. I have no 
objection to modifying the resolution as sug- 
gested, 


I call the yeas and nays 





We have | 


Sloss, H. Boardman Smith, Snyder, R. Milton Speer, 


| Sprague, St. John, Tafie, Dwight Townsend. Tuthill, 


Van Trump, Vaughan, Whitthorne, and Williams: 


of New York—®5l. 


So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the 


| rules were suspended, and the resolution wa 
| agreed to. 


During the roll-call, 
Mr. BROOKS, of New York, said: My col- 


| league, Mr, Porrrr, is absent on account of the 


death of one of his relatives. 
would have voted ** ay.’’ 

Mr. LAMISON said: My colleague, Mr. 
McKinney, is absent. If present he would 
have voted ‘‘ay.’’ 

The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, Mr. Maynarp obtained the 
floor. 

SURETIES OF JESSE J. SIMPKINS. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, by unani- 
mous consent, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill (H. R. No. 1890) 
for the relief of the sureties of the late Jesse 


If present he 


| J. Simpkins, deceased; which was read a first 


and second time, recommitted to the com- 
mittee, and, with the accompanying memorial, 
ordered to be printed. 
DRAWING FOR SEATS. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I offer the resolution 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk, and shall 


| move that the rules be suspended and the res- 


olution adopted, Before doing so I would 
like, by the permission of the House, to say a 
single word. 

Mr. STRONG. _I object. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Let us have a vote on 
the regular order. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Then I move that the 
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rules be suspended, and the following resolu- 
tion be adopted : 


Resolved, That the consideration of the question 
of drawing seats shall be post poned until two o’clock 


on Thursday next, at which hour a vote shall be | 


taken without dilatory motions on the proposed 
rule and the amendments now pending. 

Mr. KILLINGER. I desire to offer an 
amendment to that resolation. 

Mr. MAYNARD, I desire to call the atten 
tion of the House to the fact that one fifth of 
the members at least are absent. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE, 


order. 


The SPEAKER. ‘The regular order has | 


been demanded so often that the Chair must 
decline to recognize any member except the 
one regularly entitled to the floor. 

Mr. MeNEELY. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from ‘Tennessee to modify his resolu- 
tion, so that when the names of those members 
who are absent by order of the House, as is 
the case with the committee at New Orleans, 


are drawn seats may be selected for them by | 


their friends. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. That is right. 
TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee has the right to modify his resolution. 
Mr. PLATT. I object to that modification. 
Mr. KILLINGER. Willi the gentleman 
from Tennessee allow me to offer an amend- 
ment to his resolution? 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot || 


yield for an amendment, ag a motion to suspend 
the rules is not amendable; but he can modify 
Lis resolution before a vote is taken. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Iam willing to yield to | 


let the amendment be read. 


Mr. STRONG. I object to the gentleman | 


yielding for that purpose. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I agree to the suggestion | 
of the gentleman from Illionis, [Mr. MeNrkr.y, ] | 
and will modify my resolution so that when the | 


name of any member who is absent by order 
of the House sball be drawn a friend shall be 
permitted to select a seat for him. 

Mr. W. R. ROBERTS. Is it understood 


ihat if this resolution is adopted we are to | 


proceed to draw for seats on Thursday? 

Mr. PLATT. Ll object to debate. 

Mr. MAYNARD. The terms of the reso- 
lution are very plain. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York asks a very proper parliamentary ques- 
tion as to the effect of the resolution. 

Mr. MAYNARD. The effect of the reso- 


lution, as I contemplate it, will be that without 


dilatory motions we shall proceed to vote upon | 
the amendments and upon the report of the || 


Committee on the Rules on Thursday next at 
two o'clock. 

Mr. LYNCH. The modification to which 
the gentleman has assented assumes that there 
is to be a drawing. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. This resolution only 


proposes that we shall proceed to vote, and | 


not that we shall proceed to draw for seats. 

the SPEAKER. The effect of the resolu- 
tion would be that all further consideration of 
the pending rule and the amendments thereto 
would be postponed until Thursday at two 
o'clock, at which hour the House would pro- 
ceed to vote without dilatory motions of any 
kind whatever. 

Mr, ELDRIDGE. I hope no such thing as 
that will be agreed to. 


Mr. STARKWEATHER. It is not a prop: | 


osition to postpone the drawing, but to post- 
pone the vote. 


Mr. COX. I hope there will be some reg- 


ularity about this matter out of regard to the | 


public business. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. My friend from New 
York [Mr. Cox] is responsible for the public 
business being interfered with. He brought 
this resolution in here; he has got his tail ina 
trap and is now trying to get it out. [ Laughter. } 

Mr, COX. 1 desire to make a personal 
explanation, 


I call for the regular | 
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H 
|| hear the gentleman on a personal explana- 
|| tion. 


| Mr. COX. After the remark of the gentle- 


to be allowed to say something. 

The SPEAKER. ‘That requires unanimous 
consent, 

Mr. STRONG. I object. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I hope the gentleman 
from Connecticut [Mr. Strone] will allow the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] to make 
an explanation. I did charge him with getting 
us into this scrape. 


House and of the business of this House, and 
[ beg to say it against any objection, that at 
the request of the Speaker, and at the request 
of the Committee on Rules, for the purpose 
of stopping this reading of bills at length dar- 
ing the morning hour of Monday, and in order 
to facilitate the transaction of the public busi- 
ness I have brought in a resolution perfectly 
justand fair, and one which should be adopted. 


And my friend from Wisconsin, [Mr. Exp- | 


| RIDGE, ] for the first time in his life, is unjust 
to me in imputing a design to me which I never 


morning hour of Monday and in regard to the 
| drawing of seats should cease. 
‘| ended. Let anyday be fixed and I am content. 


| 


imputation against the gentleman, except that 


when he appealed to the House to allow this | 


/ resolution with reference to a reselection of 
|| seats to go over in the interest of public busi 


between him and the Committee on Rules. 
TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis 


| to the Speaker in that way. The gentleman 


ago introduced this resolution, and had it reg- 
ularly referred to the Committee on Rules. 
That committee held a meeting and recom- 
|, mended the passage of the resolution. ‘lhe 
| gentleman from Wisconsin, who is very familiar 
| with the rules, the Chair trusts will see the 
|| impropriety of referring to the Speaker in that 
| way. 


| 
| 

i 
| 
| 


|| having done that; my friend from New York 
|| [Mr. Cox] ia responsible for the reference to 
/the Speaker. 

Mr. COX. I spoke of the Speaker as chair- 
man of the Committee on Rules. 





'| Speaker because the gentleman from New 

York had done so, and in the spirit in which 
|| he made the reference, and not in any other 
spirit. The gentleman appealed to the House 
|| ium the interest of public business, which is al- 
ways a strong appeal to gentlemen who desire 





|| of public business. His appeal had a strong 
| influence upon me. But the gentleman him- 
self is responsible for all this trouble to-day. 


|| away over in Alaska and around there, and I 


|| circle all the time here, so far as seats in this 
|| Hallare concerned. I am very anxious for a 
|| new draw; I think we should have another 
chance. My friend from New York [Mr. Cox] 
is opposed to it. I simply referred to his ac- 
tion in this matter in that connection; I made 


us have a draw; give us another chance. 


| Mr. ROOSEVELT. The gentleman has 





| no imputation whatever againsthim. I say let 


|| had one draw, and now he wants a second, 
| because he was not successful the first time. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I do, and for that reason 


] alone. The gentleman himself was so much 
'| divided on this question that some of his friends 


‘had to vote him the first time by force. 
| [Laughter. } 


The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot now | 


man from Wisconsin [Mr. E_prince] | ought | 


Mr. COX. 1 beg to say in behalf of this | 


intended. It is time this puerility during the || 
{ want it | 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. A word in reply to my | 
friend from New York, [Mr. Cox.] | madeno | 


| ness, I did say that he was responsible for all | 
this. I did not know anything about what | 
had occurred between him and the Speaker, or | 


consin [Mr. ELpripGe]} has no right to allude 1 


from New York [Mr. Cox] more than a month || 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. Iam notresponsible for | 


| Mr. ELDRIDGE. I only referred to the | 


| to facilitate legislation and to actin the interest || 


|| I have been upon the outside here; I have been | 


' do not know but I have been going around the | 
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Mr. STARKWEATHER. I desire to Ser 
ay 
| a word. I offered an amendment to the prop- 
| osition of the gentleman from New York, (Mr 
| Cox.) a 

Mr. CONGER. I object to debate on this 
| subject. 22 
| Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. That is not 
|| singular; the gentleman objects to everyt} 
|| Mr. STARKWEATHER. When we ¢,, 
/an amendment by a fair vote the gentlemo,, 
|| against us speak of our taking up the time of 
|| the House, yet we have been ready ever ginen 
any amendment was offered to vote. If they 
were ready to — in their proposition from 
the Committee on Rules and have us vote op jt. 
|| we have a right to have a vote on our prop- 
|| osition also, and to have it now. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the 
resolution of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
{Mr. MaynarD,] with a modification that hag 
been proposed. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the consideration of the question 
| of drawing seats shall be postponed until two o'clock 
on Thursday next, at which hour the vote shall bg 
taken without dilatory motion on the proposed rule 
|| and amendments now pending; and_that Messrs, 
|| ArcnER of Maryland, ScorreLp of Pennsylyania. 

Smiin of New York, Speer of Pennsylvania, andj 
McCrary of Iowa, now absent at New Orleans by 
order of the House for the purpose of investigating 
the political affairs of Louisiana, be, and are hereby, 
authorized _to transmit their respective votes by 
telegraph {laughter] upon the resolution for the 


redistribution of the seats of the House to the Clerk 
| of the House. [Renewed laughter. ] 


Mr. MAYNARD. Ohno; not that. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. That is “too 
thin.’’ We do not want any postponement. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not under- 
stand the proposition just read, which is wholly 
inadmissible under the rules, to be the proposi 
tion of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. MAYNARD. My proposition was that 
| if a drawing should take place those gentlemen 
| absent at New Orleans on business of the 
|| House should be permitted to draw by proxy. 
Mr. STARKWEATHER. All this matter 
is *ftoo thin’’ to deserve to occupy time. 
| Mr. PLATT. I rise to a parliamentary 
inquiry. I would like to know whether a 
motion to adjourn would now be in order? 

The SPEAKER. It would be. 

Mr. PLATT. I move, then, that the House 
| now adjourn. 

Mr. W. R. ROBERTS. I think that is very 
unfair. 
| TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
|| nessee was understood to modify his resolution 
| so as to provide that when the names of the 
|, gentlemen absent at New Orleans are drawn, 
some other gentleman may select seats for 
them. 
| Mr. MAYNARD. Yes, sir. 
| The SPEAKER. The same thing has been 
| done in previous instances when gentlemen 
| have been absent by order of the House. 
| Mr. CONGER. I ask the gentleman to 
include all absentees on leave. 

Mr. MAYNARD. [| limitit to those absent 
by order of the House. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. Absentees ought 
to be here. 

The SPEAKER. There are numerous pre- 
_ cedents in favor of seats being drawn by some 

friend for those who are absent by order of 
the House. Of course such an arrangement 
is merely just, because the gentlemen are not 
here to protect their rights, and are not on the 
same basis as other absentees. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. H the drawing 
is ordered to-day we will let those who are 
absent by order of the House have seats 

'| selected for them. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not: ‘vised 
of any other gentlemen absent by order of the 
' House than those on the committee at New 
Orleans. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. It seems that gentlemen 
| who have eligible seats here stick to them 
_ closer than the Administration clings to its 

\| political power. 
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_ontary inquiry. I submit whether the pend- 
~» motion, being in the nature of a motion to 
: stpone, is not out of order. 

fhe SPEAKER. In what respect? 

Vr. LKIBBARD. On the ground that it pro- 
_oeeg to accomplish by a resolution that which, 

the form of a motion, would be out of order. 
“The SPEAKER. But the gentleman will 
spserve that this resolution requires for its 
,doption a two-thirds vote, whereas an ordin- 
ary motion to postpone may be adopted by a | 
majority. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. Speaker, what has become | 
of my motion to adjourn? ; 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair did not under- | 
sand the gentleman as insisting upon that 

motion. mn . . . 

Mr. PLATT. I do insist upon it. 

The question being taken on the motion, it 
was declared not agreed to. 

Mr. PLATT. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 80, nays 110, not voting 
49; as follows: 

yEAS—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Arthur, Beatty, 
Beck, Biggs, Austin Blair, James G. Blair, James 
Brooks, Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, Benjamin F. 
gutler, Campbell, Crossland, Darrall, Davis, Dun- 
nell, Edwards, Ely, Farnsworth, Frye, Garrett, Gol- 
laday, Haldeman, Hale, Handley, Harmer, Harper, 
george KE. Harris, John W. Hazleton, Hooper, Kel- 
ley, Kerr, Ketcham, Killinger, Lamison, Leach, 
McHenry, Merecur, Merriam, Morphis, Niblack, 
Packard, Packer, Isaac C. Parker, Eli Perry, Peters, 
Platt, Poland, Prindle, Rainey, Read, John M. Rice, 
Ellis H. Roberts, Seeley, Shellabarger, Slater, Sloss, 
John A. Smith, Worthington C, Smith, Sprague, 
Stoughton, Taffe, Terry, Thomas, Tyner, Upson, Van 
trump, Waddell, Wakeman, Waldron, Wallace, 
Wells, Wheeler, Willard, Williams of Indiana, John 
, Wilson, Winchester, and Wood—80, 

NAYS—Messrs. Acker, Averill, Barnum, Bell, 
Beveridge, Bigby, Bingham, Bird, Bright, George 
M. Brooks, Buckley, Roderick R. Butler, Caldwell, 
Carroll, William T, Clarke, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, 
Voburn, Coghian, Comingo, Conger, Conner, Cotton, 
Crebs, Creely, Criteher, Dickey, Donnan, Dox, Du 
Bose, Duell, Duke, Eames, Eldridge, Farwell, Fin- 
keluburg, Charles Foster, Wilder D. Foster, Getz, 
Goodrich, Griffith, Hancock, Hanks, Havens, Haw- 
ley, Hays, Hereford, Heradon, Hibbard, Hoar, Hol- 
man, Houghton,King, Lamport, Lewis, Lynch, Man- 
on, Marshall, Maynard, McClelland, McCormick, 
McGrew, McIntyre, McJunkin, MeNeely, Merrick, 
Benjamin F. Meyers, Monroe,Moore, Morey, Leon- 
ard Myers, Orr, Palmer, Hosea W. Parker, Peck, 
Pendleton, Perce, Aaron I’. Perry, Porter, Price, 
Randall, Ritchie, William R. Roberts, Robinson, 
tusk, Sargent, Sawyer, Sessions, Shanks, Sheldon, 
Sherwood, Slocum, Snapp, Thomas J. Speer, Ste- 
venson, Storm, Stowell, Strong, Sutherland, Swann, 
Sypher, Washington Townsend, Turner, Twichell, 
Vaughan, Voorhees, Walden, Warren, Jeremiah M. 
Wilson, and Young—110. 

NOT VOTING — Messrs. Ames, Archer, Banks, 
Barber, Barry, Braxton, Cox, Dawes, De Large, EI- 
liott, Forker, Henry D. Foster, Garfield, Halsey, 
Ulambleton, John T. Harris, Hay, Gerry W. Hazle- 
ton, Hill, Kellogg, Kendall, Kinsella, Lansing, Lowe, 
McCrary, MeKee, McKinney, Mitchell, Morgan, 
Negley, Potter, Edward Y. Rice, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
Scofield, Shober, Shoemaker, H. Boardman Smith, 
Snyder, R. Milton Speer, Starkweather, Stevens, 
St. John, Dwight Townsend, Tuthill, Walls, White- 
ley, Whitthorne, and Williams of New York—49. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 


The SPEAKER. ‘The question now recurs 
on the motion of the gentleman from T'ennes- 
see, [Mr. MaynarD, | to suspend the rules and 
pass the resolution offered by him. 

Mr. MOREY. I should like to ask the gen- 
tleman to amend his resolution by substituting 
Wednesday for Thursday. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. We do not agree to that. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. Let me suggest an 
amendment, that the Clerk be directed to get a 
larger box than the one we have been using 
heretofore in the drawing of seats. 

Mr. PETERS. Why? 

Mr. VAN TRUMP. Because itis too small. 
_ TheSPEAKER, Thegentleman from Louis- 
lana asks the gentleman from ‘Tennessee to 
modify his resolution so asto makeit Wednes- 
day instead of Thursday. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Let us vote down the 
resolution ; it is all wrong. 


Mr. W. R. ROBERTS. I desire to ask the 


cocoa hE 


The SPEAKER. 


| man who offers a resolution, if there be no 


objection, is permitted to modify it 
Mr. MAYNARD. I find that while I might 


'| oblige one gentleman I would be disobliging 


many others, and therefore [ do not consent 
to any modification, but ask the vote be taken 


| on my resolution as it stands. 


Mr. PETERS demanded the yeas and nays 


| on the motion to suspend the rules. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 80, nays 107, not voting 
52; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Ambler, Banks, Barber, Beatty, 
Biggs, Austin Blair, George M. Brooks, James Brooks, 
Buflinton, Burchard, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, 
Roderick R. Butler, Campbell, Comingo, Creely, 
Critcher, Davis, Dunnell, Frye, Garrett, Golladay, 
Haldeman, Hale, Handley, Harper, John W. Hazle- 
ton, Hooper, Ketcham, Killinger, Lamison, Leach, 


| Lewis, Lynch, Maynard, Mercur, Merriam, Moore, 


Morphis, Niblack, Packard, Packer, Isaac C. Parker, 
Perce, Eli Perry, Peters, Platt. Poland. Price, Prin- 
dle, Rainey, Randall, Read, Ellis H. Roberts, Sar- 
gent, Sawyer, Seeley, Shanks, Sheldon, Sloss, Worth- 
ington C. Smith, Sprague, Stevenson. Stoughton, 


| Taffe, Terry, Thomas, Tyner, Upson, Van Trump, 


Wakeman, Waldron, Wallace, Wells, Wheeler, 


| Whiteley, Willard, Williams of Indiana, John T. 
| Wilson, and Wood—80. 


NAYS—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Arthur, Averill, 


| Barnum, Bell, Beveridge, Bigby, Bingham, Bird, 


James G. Blair, Bright, Buckley, Caldwell, William 


| 'T. Clarke, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Coburn, Coghlan, 
| Conger, Conner, Cotton, Crebs, Crossland, Darrall, 
| Dickey, Donnan, Dox, Du Bose, Duell, Edwards, 


Kidridge, Farnsworth, Finkelnburg, Charles Foster, 
Wilder D. Foster, Getz, Goodrich, Griffith, Ham- 
bleton, Hancock, Hanks, George L. Harris, Havens, 
lay, ilays, Gerry W. Hazleton, Herndon, Hoar, 
Holman, Houghton, Kelley, Kerr, King, Lamport, 
Lansing, Lowe, Manson, Marshall, McClelland, Me- 
Cormick, MeGrew, McHenry, McIntyre, MeJ unkin, 
McNeely, Merrick, Benjamin F. Meyers, Monroe, 
Morey, Leonard Myers, Negley, Orr, Palmer, Hosea 
W. Parker, Peck, Pendleton, Anron F. Perry, Por- 


| ter, Edward Y. Rice, Ritchie, William R. Roberts, 


| Slocum, John A. Smith, Snapp. Thomas J. 


Robinson, Rusk, Sessions, Shellabarger, Sherwood, 
Speer, 


| Starkweather, Storm, Stowell, Strong, Sutherland, 


| Kames, Elliott, 


Swann, Sypher, Washington Townsend, Turner, 
Vaughan, Waddell, Walden, Warren, Whitthorne, 
Jeremiah M, Wilson, and Young—107. 

NOT VOTING— Messrs. Ames, Archer, Barry, 
Beck, Braxton, Carroll, Cox, Dawes, DeLarge, Duke, 
Ely, Farwell, Forker, Henry D. 
Foster, Garfield, Halsey, Harmer. John 'T. Harris, 
Hawley, llereford, Hibbard, Hill, Kellogg, Kendall, 
Kinsella, McCrary, McKee, McKinney, Mitchell, 


| Morgan, Potter, John M. Rice, Rogers, Roosevelt, 


Scofield, Shober, Shoemaker, Slater, Hl. Boardman 


| Smith, Snyder, R. Milton Speer, Stevens, St. John, 
| Dwight Townsend, _Tuthill, Twichell, Voorhees, 


Walls, Williams of New York, and Winchester—52. 
So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof ) 


the rules were not suspended. 


Mr. STEVENSON. 


I move to suspend the 


| rules for the purpose of passing the following 


resolution. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That we recognize as valid and binding 
all existing laws passed by Congress for the enforce- 
ment of the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth 
amendments to the Constitution, and for the pro- 


| tection of citizens in their rights under the Con- 
| stitution as amended. 





} 
| 


Mr. RANDALL. 


Some of those laws are 


| unconstitutional. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I think we had better 
take those cases to the Supreme Court. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 
86, noes 79. 

Mr. STEVENSON demanded the yeas and 


|| nays. 


‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. ‘This would seem to be 
an appeal from the House sober to the House 


| drunk. 


The resolution was again read. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I rise to a parliamentary 
inquiry—— 

Mr. DICKEY. Is it in order to move that 
the House do now adjourn? 

The SPEAKER, It is. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I ask the gentleman to 
modify his resolution so as to include all the 
laws which Congress has passed during the past 
ten years, all now in force. 

Mr. MAYNARD. If the Honse now ad- 


journs, when will this pending resolution come 


Chair whether an amendment is now in order? || up again? 





It is not, but the gentle- } 
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The SPEAKER. At the close of the morn- 


ing hour on Monday next. 


Mr. COX. Where does the resolution come 
It does not sound like good sense. 


Mr. MAYNARD. When does the amend 


ment to the rules come up? 


The SPEAKER, It will come up as the 


| unfinished business to-morrow morning after 


of the previous decision of the Chair. 
supposed we would have had the whole of 
to-morrow for it. 
adjourn. 


yeas and nays. 
for once in my life. 


the reading of the Journal; but if it be not 
coneluded at half past one o'clock the bill from 
the Committee on Education and Labor will 
then, under the order of the House, come up to 
the exclusion of all other business. 


The resolution, if not agreed to to-morrow, 


will come up the next day, and must be dis- 
posed of as unfinished business. 


Mr. DICKEY. 


I misunderstood the effect 


I had 
l withdraw the motion to 


Mr. KILLINGER. I renew it. 
‘The question being put on the motion to 


adjourn, there were—ayes 119, noes 55. 


Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. I demand the 


I am opposed to adjournment 


On ordering the yeas and nays, there were— 


ayes forty-four; more than one fifth of the last 
vote. 


So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the atlirmative—yeas 105, nays 85, not voting 
49; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Arthur, Banks, 
Beatty, Biggs, Bingham, Austin Blair, JamesG. Blair, 
Bright, James Brooks, Buckley, Buflfinton, Burch- 
ard, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Campbell, Com 
ingo, Conger, Cox, Creely, Critcher, Crossland, Davis, 
Dunnell, Edwards, Ely, Farnsworth, Garfield, Gar 
rett, Getz, Golladay, Griffith, Haldeman, Hale, Hal 
sey, Handley, Harmer, Harper, George FE. Harris, 
Hay, Gerry W. Hazleton, John W. Hazleton, Hooper, 
Kelley, Kerr, Ketcham, Killinger, Lamison, Leach, 


| Lynch, Maynard, McHenry, Mercur, Merriam, Mor 


| Thomas, Twichell, Tyner, 


que 


| Foster, Goodrich, Hambleton, 


| Washington 
| den, 


ro Niblack, Orr, Packard, Packer, LsaacC. Parker, 


li Perry, Peters, Platt, Poland, Price, Prindle, 
Rainey, Randall, Edward Y. Rice, John M. Rice, 
Kllis H. Roberts, Sargent, Sawyer, Secley, Shanks, 
Sheldon, Shellabarger, Sherwood, Shober, Slater, 
Slocum, Sloss, Sprague, Stoughton, Taffe, Terry, 
Upson, Van Trump, 
Waddell, Wakeman. Waldron, Wallace. Wells, 
Wheeler, Whiteley, Whitthorne, Willard, Williams 
of Indiana, John T. Wilson, Winchester, and 
Wood—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Acker, Averill, Bell, Beveridge, 
Bigby, Bird, George M. Brooks, Roderick R. Butler, 
Caldwell, Carroll, William T.Clarke, Freeman Clarke, 
Cobb, Coburn, Coghlan, Conner, Cotton, Crebs, 
Dickey, Donnan, Dox, Du Bose, Duell, Duke, 
Lames, Eldridge, Farwell, Finkelnburg, Wilder D. 
Hancock, Hanks, 
Havens, Hawley, Hays, Hereford, Herndon, Hoar, 
Holman, Houghton, King, Lamport, Lansing, Lewis, 
Lowe, Manson, Marshall, McClelland, McCormick, 
McGrew, McIntyre, McNeely, Merrick, Benjamin F. 
Meyers, Monroe, Moore, Leonard Myers, Palmer, 
Hosea W. Parker, Peck, Pendleton, Aaron F. Perry, 
Porter, Ritchie, William R. Roberts, Rusk, John A. 
Smith, Suapp, ThomasJ. Spetr, Starkweather, Stey 
enson, Storm, Strong, Sutherland, Swann, Sypher, 
Townsend, ‘Turner, Voorhees, Wal- 


Walls, Warren, Jeremiah M. Wilson, and 


| Young—85. 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Archer, Barber, 
Barnum, Barry, Beck, Braxton, Darrall, Dawes, De 
Large, Elliott, Forker, Charles Foster, Henry D. 
Foster, Frye. John T. Harris, Hibbard, Hill, Kel 
logg, Kendall, Kinsella, McCrary, MeJ unkin, Me- 
Kee, McKinney, Mitchell. Morey, Morgan, Negley, 
Perce, Potter, Read, Robinson, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
Scofield, Sessions. Shoemaker, H. Boardman Smith, 
Worthington C. Smith, Snyder, R. Milton Speer, 
Stevens, Stowell, St. John, Dwight Townsend, Tut 
hill, Vaughan, and Williams of New York—49. 


So the motion to adjourn was agreed to. 


Pending the announcement of the result of 
the vote, 

Mr. AMBLER. It seems to me that we 
must come toa vote onthis resolution. There 
is no object in taking up the morning bour to- 
morrow, and I suggest that by general arrange- 


| ment a vote be had, at two o’clock on Wednes- 


day. I hope that will be agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Amster] asks that there be unani- 
mous consent to taking the vote on Wednes 
day at two o’clock without dilatory motions. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I object. 

Mr. COGHLAN. I desire to offer, for ref- 
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it 


erence to the Committee of Claims, a bill for || 


the relief of Christopher Green and Hugh C, 
Trainor. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE, 
The SPEAKER. 


I object. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


By Mr. BEVERIDGE: The petition of 8. 
W. Freeman and others, of Chicago, Illinois, , 
remonstrating against any change of existing | 


| tariff laws upon such articles as are success- | 


The Chair desires to state | 


that there are more than fifty gentlemen who | 
have been deprived of their right to offer bills | 


to-day, and who are now seeking an opportun- 
ity to offer them. 


“Mr. COGHLAN. I hope the gentleman 


from Wisconsin {[ Mr. E.pripee]} will not per- |} 


ist in his objection. 


The SPEAKER. 


There are at least fifty 


gentlemen on the floor now for the purpose of | 


asking consent to refer bills. The morning 
hour was destroyed this morning, and has been 
every Monday for four weeks past by gentle- 
inen who desired to keep off the resolution for 
drawing for seats. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. I withdraw my objection. 


| 


‘he SPEAKER. Is there further objection ? || 


Mr. STORM. I object. 

Mr. DICKEY. I demand the regular order. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT. TI hope I will be per- 
mitted to introduce a bill. I was engaged on 
my committee when my State was called this 
morning. 

Mr. DICKEY. Asthe Chair has stated that 
there are more than fifty gentlemen desiring 
the same privilege, | must object. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


| . * . . . . | 
Mr. BUCKLEY, from the Committee on || #94 political disabilities. 


Enrolled Bills, reported that the committee 
had examined and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the following title; when the Speaker signed 
the same: 

A bill (11. R. No. 1076) establishing certain 
post routes in Vermont. 

The result of the vote on the motion to 
adjourn was then announced as above re 
corded. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 
| 
| 


| 
| 

i 
| 
| 
\ 
} 


| 
} 
| 


| 


| 
| 


And accordingly (at four o’clock and forty | 


minutes p.m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 


under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


committees: 


| 


By Mr. ADAMS: The petition of John Pen- | 
nington, late captain company A, forty-sev- | 


enth regiment Kentucky volunteer infantry, 
for arrears of pay. 

Also, the petition of Captain Jackson Rob- 
erts, late of company B, forty-seventh regi- 
ment Kentucky volunteer infantry, for arrears 
of pay. 

Also, the petition and accompanying papers 
of James H. Tinsley, late adjutant forty-ninth 
regiment Kentucky volunteer infantry, for ar- 
rears of pay. ° 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Margaret Stewart, 
of Clay county, Kentucky, for arrears of pen- 
sion. 


Also, the petition of R. G. Potter, as guard- | 


ian of the minor children of Thomas Gibbs, 
late private company L, seventh regiment 
Kentucky volunteer infantry, for a pension. 
Also, the petition of Elizabeth Murphy, 
mother of Henry Murphy, private company EK, 
eventh reginnent Kentucky volunteer infantry, 
ior a pension. 


of Captain J. G. Howard, for an increase of 
pension, 


By Mr. AVERILL: The memorial of the | 


Grand Army of the Republic in St. Paul, Min- 


nesota, praying that soldiers may be allowed | 
to deduct their term of-service in the late war || war, in favor of equalization of bounties. 


from the time required to complete a home: | 


stead title to their lands. 

Also, the petition of the distillers and deal- 
ers in liguor in St Paul and Minneapolis, for 
a consolidation of the different taxes upon 
distilled spirits. 

By Mr. BEATTY: The petition of S. 8. 
Bloom, of Shelby, Ohio, asking a change in 
the postal laws, 


| 





| 
i} 
| 


| 
| 


| 


| cigar-makers in the second district of Illinois, 
Also, the petition of Matilda Howard, widow | f increase of tariff on i ed ci 
Alsa, the petition of Matilda Howard, wido or an increase of tari on imported cigars. 











| tion of Mrs. Malissa Burton, widow of William 


fully ere in this country, and for the | 


repeal of the duties upon tea, coffee, &c. 
Also, the petition of Justus I’. Jones, com- 


By Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee: The peti- | 
Burton, late private in company A, first Ten- 
nessee artillery, praying a pension. 
Also, the petition of Eléanor Crawford, 
mother of James A. Crawford, late a private | 


in company A, first Tennessee artillery, pray- | 


ing a pension. 1 


Also, the petition of Syntha J. Carmaek, | 
widow of Jobn H. Carmaek, late a private in | 
company C, first Tennessee artillery, praying | 
@ pension. 

By Mr. CLARKE, of Texas: The memorial | 
of the Galveston Chamber of Commerce, pray- | 
ing the return of money collected as a tax on 
cotton, 

Also, the petition of D. C. Barmon, of Bra- | 
zos county, George W. G. Brown, of Travis | 
county, Noah Cox, of Starr county, G. M. | 
Moaring, of Grimes county, L. H. Box, of 
Hidalgo county, James H. Torbett, of Me- 
Lennan county, Samuel A. Stewart, of Starr 


county, Texas, for the removal of their legal 


| By Mr. FOSTER, of Michigan: The 
|, of soldiers of Grand Traverse, Michig 


|| pany E, seventh Iowa cavalry, for a pension. |, 





February 5, 


———— ee 
es 


) ——___ 


| duties would be abated or abolished Upon arti 
cles successfully produced in this county ™ 
Also, the petition of the Distillers’ Mary 

| turing Company, praying a change in the we 

enue laws as regards distilled spirits. . 


petition 


bs an, ask. 
ing an amendment of the homestead lay . 


, 1870. 
| Also, a petition to allow all soldiers $8 391 
| per month for all time actually served in ¢}, 
Army, first deducting all bounties heretofor, 
received by them. ‘ 
By Mr. HANDLEY: The joint memorial of 
_ the Alabama cenate and house of representa. 
tives, asking the Congress of the United States 
| to extend the time tor selecting swamp and 
overflowed lands by the State of Alabama, 
| Also, the joint memorial of the General 
| Assembly of the State of Alabama, askiyo 
the Congress of the United States to relieys 
innocent purchasers of lands entered jy 





| accordance with an act of Congress approve 


| August 4, 1854. 

Also, the joint memorial of the General 
Assembly of Alabama, asking the Congress 
of the United States to grant a liberal donation 
of public lands to aid in the construction and 
equipment of the Mobile and Northwester, 
railroad. 


Brown, esq., of Edwardsville, Illinois, pray. 


| upon building material used in the burnt dis- | 


ing that the one hundred and sixty-second 
section of the revised codification of the postal 
laws be amended. 

secure the public domain to actual settlers. || By Mr. KELLEY: The protest of the Rad- 

Also, a joint resolution of the senate and || ical Reform Club, of Philadelphia, against the 
assembly of the State of California, instruct- || introduction of theological and religious tests 
ing the Senators and Representatives from that | into the preamble or body of the Constitution. 
State in Congress to urge the establishment of By Mr. KETCHAM: The memorial of the 
a mail route from Weaverville, Trinity county, || heirs and next of kin of Captain Casperus 
to Trinity Centre, Trinity county, California. || Congue, deceased, asking reimbursement for 

By Mr. COX: The petition of Anne J. || losses sustained during the revolutionary war. 
Mackey, for a pension. ‘| By Mr. LAMISON: The petition of Levi 

By Mr. DONNAN: The petition of Hon. || Harrod and 40 others, citizens of Auglaize 
C. Sanborn, publisher of the Delaware County |} county, Ohio, praying the abolition of pro- 
tecorder, of Lowa, praying an amendment to || tective duties, and the enactment of a law pro- 
the postal laws. | viding for a strictly revenue tariff. 

Also, the petition of Captain W. V. Lucas, || By Mr. LOWE: The petition of Warren II. 
publisher of the Bremer County Independent, || Norris and 49 others, soldiers of the United 
of Iowa, on the same subject. || States in the late war, for such legisiation as 

By Mr. DUKE: The petition of J. B. Acker | will secure to all soldiers of the war for the 
and 93 others, actual settlers onthe line of | suppression of the rebellion bounty at the rate 
the San Joaquin and King’s river canal, in || of $8 834 per month for the time they served. 
Merced county, California, protesting against | By Mr. McJUNKIN: The petition of Joseph 
a grant of each alternate section of Govern- || Bowser, of Armstrong county, Pennsylvania, 
ment land to said canal company, as they are | dependent father of Charles O. Bowser, who 


now in possession of said land and desire to || was killed in the war of the rebellion, for a 
preémpt the same as soon as it is brought into || pension. 


By Mr. COGHLAN: The petition of Wil- | 
liam Cooper and 30 others, praying a law to | 


| 


county, and Kobert M. Taylor, of Fannin | By Mr. HAY: The memorial of James R. 
| 
| 





| market by the Government. || _ Also, the petition of Lieutenant Daniel C. 


Also, the petition of James Alexander and || Boggs, late second lieutenant in company G, 
9 others, printers and stationers of Charlottes- | fourth regiment Pennsylvania cavalry volun- 
ville, Virginia, praying that the law allowing || teers. 

the Post Office Department to manufactureand || By Mr. MOORE: A petition signed by sun- 
sell envelopes at or below cost to the Govern- || dry citizens of Cumberland county, Illinois, 
ment, and deliver the same through the mails | asking for tariff reform. 

free of charge, be modified so that the Govern- By Mr. L. MYERS: The petition of Ed- 
ment of the United States shall not come into || ward Hedley, praying compensation for a mill 
direct competition with all envelope manufac- | burned to give light for movements of United 
turers, printers, lithographers, stationers, and || States troops operating near Richmond in 1865. 
dealers throughout the country. '| Also, the petition of E. P. Torrey and Wil- 

By Mr. FARNSWORTH: The petition of || liam B. Tilton, for extension of patent for an 
improvement in door-springs. 

Also, the petition of William Marks, late 
first lieutenant company C, twentieth regi- 
ment Pennsylvania volunteer cavalry, praying 
that an act be passed for his relief. 

Also, the petition of Lewis Soistman, com- 
pany H, ninety-eighth regiment Pennsylvania 
volunteers, for arrears of invalid pension. 

By Mr. NEGLEY: The petition of 167 
workers in the Washington iron-works, Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania; also, the petition of 90 
workers in the Sligo iron-works, Alleghany 
county, Pennsylvania; also, the petition of 
cago, for repeal of duties upon tea and coffee, || 104 workers in the Fort Pitt iron and steel 
and such other articles as cannot be produced || works, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; also, the 
in the United States, and a remonstrance | pecitine of 109 workers in the Lewis Bailey 
against changing the present law by which | alzell & Co. works, Sharpsburg, Pennsyl- 


| 


Also, the petition of Tyrrill and Archer, 
publishers of Kane county papers, and others, | 
in Illinois, for an amendment of the postal 
laws. 


Also, the petition of soldiers of the late 


By Mr. FARWELL: The memorial of Chi- | 
cago merchants, asking that the duties paid | 
trict in Chicago be refunded. 

Also, the petition of manufacturers of Chi- 


assess 


| 






. 
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‘ 
arti rania; also, the petition of &3 workers in the || industry and foster the interests of American || public defamation of his name. This power, in the 
, eel works Of Miller, Barr & Parkins; also, |! labor. || hands of those who are interested in fines, penalties, 
a. be pettion of 42 workers in the Kensington || vr | See, teeta ears cee ee 
rey. ron works ; also, the petition of 98 workers POST ROUTE BILLS INTRODUCED. || hope of intimidating them into compromises and 

~ the Lindsley & McCutheon rolling-mill, Alle- || The follow; ; || settlements of unfounded charges, as preferable to 
itio Lae Pennsylvania; also, the petition of | € following were introduced under the | the alternative of expensive and time-consuming 
ask. ey vorkers in the Pittsburg iron-works, Pitts- || — = = — Sens ore aaa authorizing such proceedings are sub- 
v of ot Pennsylvania; also, the petition of 142 | By Me GARRETT. - al ge emacnamel versive of private rights, and unworthy of a free 
workers in the iron-works of the borough of || =o s. Sea a || Ole: sl 
9 ah Mlbehaas county Pan || @ post road in the State of Tennestee, from | Ounte matters than tees. oe Seana 
oo chees} ie . oe . al ae > || Livings j . j st Q }| revenue laws, require your attention, and willdoub 
the »jso, the petition of 1,110 workers in the iron- | ares arene ‘Spring nen less be brought before you. we confine, ourselves 
4 er i. Bt ane S, We s gs, oO » IN || here to the evils most patent and of broadest effect, 
fore works _ i borough, Alleghany county, | Clay county. fe the selon of wae mt good citizen must lend 
Pennsyivania. = x 7 > iING. . = : || his aid, and we confidently hope for your carly and 
ul of \lso, two petitions of 354 late soldiers and | ono = cnn roe ao haa || favorable action.” 
4 - . . 4 C , y, DLISS ° J = 7 é A o.* 
nta- sailors, for the ne - act granting an || tilly, thence to New Salem, thence to Cap-au- || As will be seen this petition relates largely 
= equalized Bounty soiles 334 per month to all || Gris, thence to Burr Oak Valley, thence to | to the subject embraced in the customs servico 
an Jate SO ‘ : . S. € 900 officers and Dryden, and thence back to Troy, all in Lin- || bill which I bed the honor some time since to 
; Also, the remonstrance OF vv" OnICers an coln county, Missouri. ’ || report to the Senate from the Committee on 
eral crews of Ohio and Mississippi river tow-boats, | By Mr. MeNEELY: A bill stablist || Finance; but as there are some other subjects 
. ; ad the af ‘ane dil y Mr. McNEELY: A bill to establish a | : a ; . 
=thg agalost TEGUCING We Steam pressure ON sald || ortain post road in Illinois. || to which the memorialists refer that seem 
ar re ot dy ey hundred and fifty pounds to | By Mr. WILSON, of Indiana: A Dill to |, Propet, for the consideration of the aeenee 
ved "By Mr. PALMER : The petition of the in- || ¢tablish a post road from New Garden, in the | ed ee 
Rese ne : State of Indiana, to Arba, in said State. PERT OS A ate Se: js 
habitants of Council Bluffs, aa , i In this connection, Mr. President, if the 
ral consolidation of the taxes on | istilled spirits. || Senate will indulge me ene moment longer, I 
ress By Mr. PRICE: The petition of sundry || IN SENATE. || desire to call the attention of Senators to the 
= nO de Woolton by Codgreat oF the tin | Tvespay, February 6, 1872. sant saa the bill - i . — ee wee 
redu ms ; | | fDdew tial - |, made the special order for the 17th of las 
ern on salt, coal, and pig iron. || Prayer by Rev. O. H. Tirrany, D. D., of || month; but owing to the general desire of 
Also, the petition of Mrs. Dicey D. Fowler, || Newark, New Jersey. ’ . Senators that the amnesty bill and the appor- 
\ widow of James B. Fowler, late of company |) a ae - ae 8 proceedings Was || jionment bill should be first considered, I did 
ay: A, first regiment Georgia volunteers, war of || F€@¢ and approved. | not urge the bill upon the consideration of 
ynd 1861, for a pension. EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, | the Senate at that time. I now give notice 
ial _By Mr. RAINEY: The report and resolu: || The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the || that when the amnesty bill shall have been 
; tions of the Chamber of Commerce of Charles- || Senate a letter of Spencer I’, Baird, commis- || disposed of I shall ask the Senate to take up 
of tov, South Chrolina. = ... _ || sioner of fish and fisheries, communicating, in || the bill and act upon it, 4 
the By Mr. SPEER, of Georgia: The petitions '| obedience to law, his report of operations and |) _ The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
»sts ofJoseph A. Stewart, of Rockdale county, John | inquiries prosecuted during the year 1871 in| New York gives notice that as soon as the 
=. Jones, of Baldwin county, and J. W. Wells, of || reference to the decrease of food fishes on the | amnesty bill shall be disposed of he will insist 
the Lowndes county, asking the removal of their _ sea-coast and in the lakes of the United States ; || on the Senate considering the bill (S. No. 2) 
rus political disabilities. Ss i | which was ordered to lie on the table, and be || to regulate the service in the collection of cus- 
tor By Mr. SI RAGUE: T he petition and other | printed, toms at the various ports of entry in the Uni 
o papers in the case of Lieutenant W. A. Snod- | PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. ted States, &e., which is now the oldest special 
evi grass, company E, thirty-ninth regiment Qhio | ha 7 : . || order on the Calendar. 
ize volunteer infantry, praying arrears of back | Mr. FENTON. I present the memorial of Mr. SUMNER. Before that importani 
o pay due him. | ia arte ee Be. (pe — re eae ms ral and || petition is referred, I should like to inquire of 
- By Mr. STEVENSON: The petition of || bankers 0 eae Oty of New York. I believe | my friend from New York whether he is right 
Charles Taylor, James R. Johnson, W. W. |) "0 more a twan memorial has been ned | in referring it to the Finance Committee? It 
i. McColgin, Henry Bender, and 186 others, sented to this Congress, in respect to the cnar- || seems to me to concern the civil service reform. 
ed -oldiers of the late war for the Union, praying || acter of the memorialists and the subjects of I would inquire what committee of the Senate 
ag an equalization of bounties. which they treat. Generally, in presenting || is considering civil service reform ? 
he By Mr. STORM: The petition of Sarah || papers to the Senate, I have made a brief || My, FENTON. I believe the Judiciary 
te Pugh, widow of George Dreher, late private || Statement of the object in a single sentence, |’ Committee have the subject, so far as the bill 
d. in independent riflemen, Pennsylvania volun- || but I feel that I am justified in this case in || introduced by the Senatorfrom Vermont [ Mr. 
Da teers, in the war of 1812, commanded by || making a fuller statement, and Icannot do | iy yvyps] is concerned, under consideration. 
a, Captain Benjamin Stroh. | this better than in the impressive and earnest I have no choice in the matter. So far as the 
bo Also, the petition of W. R. Thomas and || language of the memorialists themselves. I petition relates to the customs regulations 
a 45 others, citizens of Redington, Northampton || hope the Senate will indulge me while I read | and revenue service, the Committee on Finance 
county, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against || what they say: have already acted upon the subject as pre- 
C. any change in the tariff laws abating or abol- |! iene teat undersigned citizens of the United sented in the bill to which I have referred ; 
} ‘shi ‘ icles ; scecy. || States, having at hea 1e best interests of our rer : ; a 7 
i, ishing duties upon such articles as are success- || country, above all party or selfish considerations, || Dut, if it is deemed best by any Senator that 
ae fully produce in this country, and praying || do most earnestly petition you, in such behalf, to this petition should go to the Committee on 


the repeal of all duties upon tea and coffee || give your earliest and most thorough attention to || the Judiciary, I have no objection. 


° arti : _ || what we deem to be some of the most vital questions OTTMINI ES 7 : ree 
n and such other articles of necessity and com | of the day, namely, the laws and regulations affect- | Mr. SUMNER, =I merely call the attent ion 
8, fort as cannot be produced in the United || ing and governing the following subjects : 4 of my friends to the point. I have no positive 
States, and the encouragement of American || en Appointments toandremovalsfrom public | opinion upon it. I am very strongly in favor 
|. industry. || Oe Second. Salaries, perquisities, and moieties of | Of civil service reform, and I should like to do 
ll By Mr. SWANN: The memorial of Jennie | public officers. anything to help the committee that is engaged 
d G. Larraey, guardian of the minor sisters of || ‘\ Third. Seizures of private books and papers. | in considering it if I knew what committee it 
} Willi ys . i,  ‘* We believe, and many of us from personal expe- | B 
‘ . illiam A, Larraey deceased, praying a pen- | rience or observation know, thatin allthesedepart- | W45- masem ‘ 
: s10n. , eo || ments gross and iniquitous practices are the inevit- Mr. EDMUN Ds. The Committee on the 
; _By Mr. THOMAS: The petition of sundry |, ao ae Mord eg ap ta clea : Judiciary is engaged in considering it, 
citizens of Craven county, North Carolina, || io ies akiie aan oak) enabiiiy. ome. Mr. TRUMBULL. The Committee on the 
: ; ate, ? || appointments to public office are capability, etfi- ee ; ss : 
e praying a uniform tax of sixteen cents on all || ciency, and honesty. Judiciary are considering the general subject ; 
\- descriptions of manufactured tobacco. Also, || cst an mathe toned oo eae | but this petition, as I understand, although | 
iti 65. 4+ || Proof of incapability, inet ney, or dishonesty. : 7 : : it. 
the petition of sundry citizens of Carteret || *™'The salaries of public officers should be com- “id not pay very particular attention to it 
county, in the same State, on the same subject. || mensurate with the quality of the men required and | relates to the custom-house in the city of New 
By Mr. WALDRON: The petition of Elliott || the Saree to ee ee ses to 6Gidete choeda York, and the management of that particular 
' Elmer and others, Union soldiers of Wayne be abolishe a the inevitable effect of either is t0 office. welehl ith ; .: 
; county, Michigan, asking the passage of an || demoralizethe service, corrupt its servants, and even Mr. FENTON. Part of it relates to civil 
act giving a bounty of $8 334 per month for | aaters —w influence to the business com- | gervice reform. 
, : : 5 eae || munity at large. : r T t as ' at 
the time served, after deducting any Govern- “The seizure and examination of the books and | , Mr. TRUMBULL. I wa: about to say _ 
ment bounty heretofore received. _ papers of merchants and manufacturers, as now au- |, the Committee on Finance have been consid- 
; By Mr. WILSON, of Ohio: The petition of |! thorized and practiced, is in croc, viactan gn The ing the subject of the customs at New York 
W. E. Phillips and 120 others, citizens of || ee eee business and character of citizens || particularly, and have reported a bill which, 


Portsmouth, Ohio, and laborers in the Ports- || of the highest known respectability. An ‘informer,’ | it is hoped, will remedy some of the abuses 
mouth iron-works, praying the repeal of all || upon his affidavit, based simply on his ‘belief,’ can || that exist there, or all of thentjas the Senator 


. . i ai > of th ivate books and papers | . . . 
duties on tea and coffee, and such an adjust- | Pe ane oan cause their indefinite Toten: | from Qhio, I believe, thought, if it was enacted 
ment of the tariff as will encourage home || in i 


tion, to the certain injury of bis business and the || into a Jaw; and perhaps, as that particular 
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branch of the ubje ct has been considered by 
that committee, it is more proper that this 
petition should be referred there. The gen- 
eral subject of civil service reform is under 
consideration in the Judiciary Committee. [| 
am indifferent as to which committee this peti- 
tion shall be referred to; but it strikes me, as 
the Committee on Finance have been consid- 
ering this particular matter, it might just as 
well take the direction indicated by the Sen- 
ator from New York. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I suggest to 
the Senator from New York that as the Com- 
mittee on Finance have reported, and the sub- 


’ +. | 
ject is now before the Senate, the petition had | 


better be laid on the table. 

Mr. FENTON. I stated in my remarks 
that the petition embraced other matters be- 
sides that which related to customs regula- 
tions,and as that portion of the petition not 
embraced in the bill reported by the Commit 
tee on Finance is under consideration by the 


bounty of $8 334 a month to all honorably dis- 
charged soldiers and sailors for the entire time 
served, and for an amendment to the twenty- 
fifth section of the act approved July 15, 1870, 


| so as to permit soldiers or sailors to enter the 


amount of land therein allowed without the 
requirements of settlement and cultivation ; 
which were referred to the Committee on Mili- 


| tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. POMEROY. Iam also charged with 
a memorial from the American Temperance 
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Commission, a large and respectable organ- | 


ization in this country, in which they set forth 
the necessity of some legislation, wherever the 
United States has jurisdiction, in regard to this 
matter. This subject has been presented in 
several forms to the Senate previously, but as 
this memoria! is something new and emanating 
froma public body, signed by Mr. A. M. Powell 


as the president of the commission, and the | 


| other officers, | content myself now by moving 


Judiciary Committee, I think it would be quite 
| 


as well to refer it tothat committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state, in response to the inquiry of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, that it is not remembered 
at the desk nor by the Chair that any petitions 


on the subject of civil service reform,so called, | 


have been specially introduced. 
subject have been introduced, one by the Sen- 
ator from Vermont, and perhaps by other Sen- 
ators, and the bill of the Senator from Vermont 
was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. Petitions on the subject, within the 
recollection of the Secretary and of the Chair, 
have not been presented until the Senator 
from New York presented this one, to which 
he has drawn the attention of the Senate. It 
is now for the Senate to determine to which 
committee this subject shall be referred. 

Mr. FENTON. Let it go to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from New York first suggested the Finance 
Committee, and now moves the reference of 
the petition to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection to 
its going to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Like the Senator from Massachusetts, I am in 
favor of doing all that we can to purify and 
correct abuses in the civil service; and so far 
as | am concerned, if the petition is sent to 
the Judiciary Committee, y will promise to 
give it such attention as I can. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no 
dissent, the petition will be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. Itis so referred. 


Mr. FENTON presented a petition of mem- | 


bers of the Society of Friends, of Long Island, 
praying the adoption of a constitutional amend- 
ment rendering ineligible to Federal office per- 


sons who use intoxicating drinks as a bever- | 
age, and making the use of such drinks by | 
persons now in office a cause for impeachment | 


an?’ removal; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of Lysander 
Wilson, late private of company B, one hun- 
dred and eighteenth New York volunteers, 
praying the passage of an act that will enable 
him to receive a pension from the date of his 
discharge; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. POMEROY presented a petition of citi- 
zeus of Kansas, late soldiers and sailors in the 
United States Army and Navy, praying that a 
bounty of $8 334 a month be granted to all 
honorably discharged soldiers and sailors for 
the entire time served, and that the twenty-fifth 
section of the act of July 15, 1870, be amended 
so as to permit soldiers or sailors to enter the 
ainount of land therein allowed without the 
requirements of settlement and cultivation ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

He also presented concurrent resolutions 
from the Legislature of the State of Kansas, 
asking for the passage of an act granting a 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


Bills on that || 


that the memorial be printed and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER. I present the memorial of 
citizens, residents and property-holders in 
the District of Columbia, some two hundred in 
number, every oneof whom, I[ understand, lives 
in his own house, in which they set forth the 
anxiety and alarm with which they regard the 


| large increase of debt on the part of the Dis- 





| it is settin 


| of the whole District of Columbia. 


| of the statement. 


trict government. They say that the property 
of the memorialists will be held accountable 
for these debts; they will be mortgages upon 
their property, and worse than mortgages, in 
this: that they will take priority over all other 
mortgages of however old adate. They ask 
permission to call the attention of the Senate 


to the acts and resolutions of the Legislative | 


Assembly at its first session, which accompany 
the memorial, and which show the extent to 
which the property of the District, as they say, 


| has been mortgaged—indeed to the amount of 


$13,000,000, constituting onesixth of the value 
‘These 
memorialists set forth these important facts, 
and invoke the assistance of Congress to pro- 
tect them against what they regard as an abuse. 
They do not suggest any special remedy, but 
they state their case, and ask for it the earnest 
attention of Congress. ‘They would like to 
have their memorial at least printed in the 
Globe, so that Senators may see at once the 
facts which it contains and also the moderation 
I ask its reference to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
desires that this memorial be printed in the 
Globe. Is there objection? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I object simply because 
a bad example, which, if once 


| opened, will lead to others. 





The VICE PRESIDENT. 
made. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
its reference. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The memorial 
will be referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a memorial of 


Objection is 


iC. B. Knight, president of the Worcester 


Young Men’s Christian Association, and other 
citizens of Massachusetts, praying an amend- 
ment to the Constitution providing that no 
candidate shall hereafter be eligible to any 
Federal office who is addicted to the use of 
intoxicating liquors as a beverage ; and that 
drunkenness in any incumbent of such office 
shall be deemed at any time sufficient cause 
for immediate impeachment and deposition ; 
which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. SUMNER. I also present a petition 
from venerable citizens of Massachusetts, very 
numerously signed, calling upon Congress at 
last to pay their claims on France. Among 
these names I find forinstance as a specimen, 
Anne S. Towle, aged eighty-four, granddaugh- 
ter of George Makepeace, formerly merchant 





I have no objection to | 







February 6 
Y ) 


of Boston ; Harriet Crowninshield, widow ., 
the late Commander Jacob Crowninshi, id 
the United States Navy, heir to Capt a 
jamin Crowninshield, of Salem, and 
number of others. 
lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petitioy , 
Henry Samuels, Edward Yeizer, William |} 
Clairborne, jr., and J. C. Waters, in behali 
of fifteen hundred others, colored citizeys , 
Kentucky, praying the passage of the suppl 


ain Be, 
a lay z 


I move that this peti” 


| mentary civil rights bill; which was ordere 
' to lie on the table. ' 


He also presented the petition of Am, 


_ Bosely and forty others, of Raleigh, Novy), 


Carolina, praying the passage of the supple 
mentary civil rights bill; which was ordere; 
to lie on the table. = 

He also presented the petition of Fray; 


| Davis and four hundred others, of Little Rock. 


Arkansas, praying the passage of the supple 


_mentary civil rights bill; which was ordered 


to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorial of residey. 
of Salem, Massachusetts, praying indemnifica 
tion for spoliations committed by the Frenc} 
prior to the year 1801; which was ordered t, 
lie on the table. 

Mr. SAWYER. I present concurrent res. 
olutions of the General Assembly of the Stat; 
of South Carolina in relation to the repeal of 
the protective duty onrice. One of the resoly 
tions instructs the Senators from that Stat, 
and requests the Representatives to use their 
influence to secure the continuance of the pro 
tective duty on rice, in view of the importance 


| of the subject to a large portion of the people 


in that State. While disclaiming any desire to 
have a general high protective tariff, these res 
olutions at the same time express a wish tha 
while other articles are protected rice should 
be one of them. I move the reference of thes 


resolutions to the Committee on Finance. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SPENCER presented the petition of 
John Murratt, praying indemnity for spolia 


| tions committed by the [’rench prior to the 


year 1801; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. SCOTT presented a memorial of th 
Franklin Institute of Philadelphia, praying 
compensation to Anna Peale, on account ot 
the benefits derived bythe United States from 
the discoveries, inventions, and improvements 
in the processes and machinery used in the 
Mint of the United States, introduced and per 
fected by her father, Franklin Peale; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Ile also presented a memorial of workers in 
the Coleraine lron Company’s works, citizen: 
of Redington, Northampton county, Peunsyl- 
Vania, remonstrating against a change of the 
existing tariff laws abating or abolishing duties 
upon such articles as are successfully produced 


| in this country; which was referred to the 


Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of Joseph 
Brown and seventy-one others, citizens of th: 
State of Pennsylvania, praying that a bounty 
of $8 33} a month be granted to ail honorably 
discharged soldiers and sailors for the entire 
time served, and an amendment to the twenty- 
fifth section of the act approved July 15, 1870, 
so as to permit soldiers or sailors to enter the 


amount of land therein allowed without the 
requirements of settlement and cultivation ; 


which was referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

He also-presented a petition of widows o! 
soldiers of the war of 1812, and citizens o! 
Easton, Penusylvania, praying that the aci 


of Congress approved February 14, 187], 


granting pensions to the soldiers of the war 
of 1812, and to the widows of such soldiers, 
may be so amended as not to exclude from it: 
benefits the widows of such soldiers who were 
married after the treaty of peace; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
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Mr. JOHNSTON presented a memorial of 
the National Tobacco Association, — the 
assage Of an act fixing a uniform tax of six- 
teen cents per pound on manufactured tobacco 
entering the market for consumption ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Joseph 
Segar, of Elizabeth City, Virginia, praying com- 
pensation for the use of his farm by United 
States troops from May, 1861 to 1866; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims, 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
Paget sound, Washington Territory, praying 
Congress to grant a charter and a liberal dona- 
tion of land for the construction of a railroad 


across the Cascade mountains to the head of || 


Puget sound, at the most suitable point; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

He also presented a petition of J. B. Chap- 
man and others, praying the enactment of a 


law granting the right of way for a railroad | 
from the head of Puget sound, in Washington | 
Territory, across the Cascade mountains, by || 
the forks of Columbia river, and thence to the | 


Union Pacific railroad at Green river: which 
was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. WILSON presented the petition of 


Marie Smith, mother of Albion G. Smith, | 


praying that she be granted a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of the Amer- 
ican Temperance Commission, praying that 
Congress by appropriate legislation will here- 
after prohibit, within the jurisdiction of the 
Government of the United States, the manu- 
facture, importation, and sale of all intoxi- 
cating liquors to be used as a beverage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of the Ameri- 
can Temperance Commission, praying an 
amendment to the Constitution otf the United 
States providing that no candidate shall here- 


alter be eligible to any I’ederal office who is || 


addicted to the use of intoxicating liquors as 
a beverage, and that drunkenness in any in- 
cumbent of such office shall be deemed at any 
time sufficient cause for his immediate impeach- 
ment and deposition; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
the United States, late colored soldiers in the 
United States Army, praying that a bounty of 
$8 334 a month be granted to all honorably 
discharged soldiers and sailors for the entire 
time served, and an amendment to the twenty- 
fifth section of the act approved July 15, 1870, 
so as to allow soldiers or sailors to enter the 


amount of land therein allowed without the | 
requirements of settlement and cultivation; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. WILSON. Lalso present a memorial 
signed by Lucy Stone, president of the Woman 
Suffrage Association, Sulia Ward Howe, chair- 
man of the executive committee, Mary Grew, 


corresponding secretary, and Henry B. Black- | 


well, recording secretary, asking that women 
may be allowed to vote and hold office in the 
Territories, and also that an amendment may 
be made to the Constitution of the United 
States to allow women to have ihe right to 
vote and hold office like men. I move the 
reference of this memorial to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of 
Margaret G. Meade, administratrix of the 
estate of Richard W. Meade, deceased, pray- 
ing payment of the amount due him from the 
Spanish Government and assumed by the 

nited States; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of 
J. G. Schaeffer, publisher of the * Whitehall 
Forum, of Whitehall, Muskegon county, Mich- 
igan, praying for such an amendment to the 





| 
| 





Cea laws as will allow persons known as 





regular publishers and dealers in newspapers 
and periodicals to receive by mail such quan- 
tities of either as they may require, in bulk, 


| whether wholly orin part printed, and pay the 


postage thereon as received, at the same rates 
pro rata as regular subscribers to publications 
weighing four ounces, who pay quarterly in 


advance; which was referred to the Commit- 


tee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of 
| Ontonagon, Michigan, praying the establish- 
| ment of another judicial district in the upper 
peninsula of that State; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut, presented a 
memorial of John S. Beach and others, of New 
| Haven, Connecticut, praying indemnity for 
French spoliations committed between the 
years 1793 and 1801; which was ordered to lie 
| on the table. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I presenta joint 
| resolution of the Legislature of New Jersey, 
setting forth that whereas Congress, in view 
of the approaching centennial of American in- 
dependence, has provided for celebrating that 





| &c., Congress should pass a law to purchase the 
| it stands in the city of Philadelphia, that it 


| the United States on the 4th day of July, 
| 1876, the money to be expended by Philadel- 


|| phia in erecting a suitable building for the 
|| holding of this international exhibition. I 


| move the reference of this resolution to the 
| Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
| and that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

| Mr. WRIGHT presented additional papers 
jin the case of James A. Forgey, of Union 
| county, Iowa, for a_ pension ; which were 
| referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


the Grand Army of the Republic, department 
of Minnesota, adopted at its annual meeting, 
| for the modification of the homestead law so 


the time required by law for taking Jand under 
the homestead act, and also in favor of a lib- 
| eral increase in the payment of pensions to 
pensioners of the United States; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
He also presented the petition of Trank 
| Nolen and others, citizens of Wilmington, 
| Delaware, late soldiers and sailors of the Uni- 
| ted States Army and Navy, requesting Con- 
| gress so to modify the homestead law of 20th 
| of May, 1862, and the acts amendatory thereof, 
that the time which the soldier or sailor served 
in the Army or Navy of the United States 
during the war of the rebellion, after two years’ 
actual residence upon his homestead, may be 





|| deducted from the term of five years’ residence 
which the act now requires before he can || 


acquire title thereto; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 
He also presented the petition of Marshall 


sailor served in the Army, after two years’ 
deducted from the term of five years’ resi- 


on Military Affairs. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. VICKERS, it was 


and referred to the Committee on Claims. 
(| On motion of Mr. NYE, it was 





Post Roads. 
On motion of Mr. TIPTON, it was 


| day by holding a national exhibition of arts, || 


| Hall of Independence and the square on which 


Mr. WINDOM presented the memovial of | 


Alden and others, late of the United States 
| Army, praying that the homestead law be so 
amended that the time which the soldier or 


actual residence upon his homestead, may be | 


dence; which was referred to the Committee | 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of J. A. 
Thompson be withdrawn from the files of the Senate 
and referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on 
Finance, reported a bill (S. No. 588) toamend 


— 


| an act entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the 
; redemption of the three per cent. temporary 





| No. 314) for the relief of Martha J. 


|| may be formally dedicated to the Republic of | 


| 
\] 
| 


" loan certificates, and for an increase of national 


bank notes,’’ approved July 12, 1870; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 
He also, from the same committee, reported 


; a bill (S. No. 589) to prohibit the issue and 
use of notes or bills as currency in certain 


cases ; which was read and passed to the sec 


Z 
| ond reading. 


Mr. POMEROY, from the Committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads, to whom was 


referred the bill (S. No. 443) to provide for 


the opening of a military and post road from 


| the mouth of Walnut river, in Kansas, to the 


mouth of the Main Cashe river, in 
reported it with amendments. 

Mr. TIPTON. The Committee on Pensions 
have directed me to report back the bill (S. 


Texas, 


hurs 
ton. Inasmuch as the husband died before 
the lieutenant’s commission issued to him, 
the committee ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill. 

The report was agreed to; and the bill was 
postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of l’rederick Wheeler, 
praying to be allowed a pension, asked to 
be discharged from its further consideration; 


| which was agreed to. 


Mr. AMES, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred the petition of Samuel 
Harper, praying to be relieved from .the pay 
ment of certain mouey collected for internal 
revenue stamps stolen from him on or about 


| the 20th of March, 1867, submitted an adverse 





| folk 
| that the time of service shall be deducted from ] 
| Way; 


Mr. JOHNSTON. This bill has been handed 


| relatesto my State somewhat. 


report; which was ordered to be printed. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. JOHNSTON asked, and by unanimous 


| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 


No. 590) to charter the Puget Sound and Noi 
Oceanic Continental Air-Jine Railroad 
and Telegraph Company, and grant right of 
which was read twice by its title. 


to me to present to the Senate because it 
Ido not, how- 
ever, in presenting the bill, pledge myself to 
vote for it. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous con 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
591) for the relief of the inhabitants of tlie 


| town of Arcata, in Humboldt county, Cali 





Ordered, That George Sims have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers from the files of the Senate. | 


fornia; which was read twice by its title. 
Mr. COLE. I will remark in reference to 


| this bill that it passed both Houses during the 
| last Congress, but failed to receive the signa 


ture of the President on account of some 


|| imaginary objection on the part of the Inte 
| rior Department. 


I now have some papers, 
which I present with the bill, that I wish the 
committee to refer to that Department and 


| see if they have any real objection. 


The bill was ordered to be printed, and, 
with the accompanying papers, referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. COLE asked, and by unanimous con 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (5S. 
No. 592) to aid the construction of the San 
Diego and San Bernardino railroad; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of John A. || be printed. 
Shipkins be withdrawn from the files of the Senate 


Mr. SPENCER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 593) for the relief of Charlies W. Bisse, 


| late second lieutenant eighty-second regiment 
| Illinois volunteers ; 


which was read twice by 
its title, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LOGAN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


mousey 


We ies 


9 
ih 
s 
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fourteenth amendment to the Constitution 
upon Lafayette McLaws, of Georgia; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
select Committee on the Removal of Political 
Disabilities. 

Mr. CRAGIN asked, and by unanimous con- 
cent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
595) to fix the pay of certain rear admirals on 
the retired list of the Navy; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CHANDLER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 596) to amend existing laws relating to 
the compensation of officers of the customs, | 
and for other purposes; which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAYTON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 597) to authorize the Little Rock, Pine 
Bluff, and Arkadelphia Southwestern Railroad 
Company to construct a bridge over the Qua- 
chita river, at or near Arkadelphia, Arkansas ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAYTON asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 6598) to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to receive the funded bonds of the 
State of Arkansas in exchange for certain | 
bonds now held by him in trust for the Chick- 
asaw Indians, and to issue the agricultural | 
college scrip apportioned to that State and 
held by him as security for the payment of 
the said bonds; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. | 
No. 599) granting a pension to Julia Belle | 
Dunlap; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 





He also asked, and by unanimous consent | 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 600) 
to establish a certain post route therein named ; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. SAWYER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill | 
(S. No, 601) to create the tenth judicial circuit, ' 


and for other purposes ; which was read twice | 
by its title, referred to the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent | 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 602) | 
to a for the appointment of a district | 
yuc 


olina, and for other purposes; which was read || 


pli, Gis vs 
594) to remove the disabilities imposed by the 


_a reference to the negotiations and protocols || 
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arising under said treaty shall be presented to the 
arbitrators at Geneva upon a principle and in a 
manner agreeable to the other party. 


There being no objection, the Senate pro- 


ceeded to consider the resolution. 
Co 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


it extremely desirable that we should have | 


some information upon this subject. 
feels more deeply than I do the value of peace 
between these two Governments. 
people of this nation, when they surrendered 
what they considered to be a matter of national 
honor and national right, which ought not to 
have been submitted, as they thought, to any 
arbitration whatever except themselves, were 
making a great concession in the interest of 
peace between nations, and this treaty, which 
we are told by the newspaper reports is now 
under discussion with a view to its revocation, 
was the product, as far as we are concerned, of 
this desire for peace. Every word in the 
treaty from beginning to end shows us that 
the people of the United States had given up 

| what they considered to be valuable rights and 
privileges in the interest of arbitration be- 
tween nations for the settlement of their dis- 
putes; so that this treaty, which it is now said 
the Government of Great Britain proposes to 
revoke, or, as the newspapers perhaps more 
properly characterize it, repudiate, is the prod- 
uct of large concession upon our side. 


It is stated in the newspapers, as we all | 


know, that the ground of this proposal to 
repudiate is that the case of the United States 
offered under the treaty to tke arbitrators is 
one which makes pretensions for damage that 
we have no right to make; that is to say, that 
the claim for consequential damages for the 
| acts of the British cruisers, called the Ala- 
bama claims, are not those which the treaty 
will fairly embrace, and are not those there: 
| fore which ought to be allowed—one of the 
very questions which you might suppose would 
be proper for that tribunal to try. That was 
the object of having a tribunal, to try and 
decide something. 

But now, Mr. President, Jet us see whether 
this pretension is well founded. I hold in my 
hand the ‘‘case’’ which has been made the 
subject of this complaint. It commences with | 


which took place in the founding of the com- | 


Mr. President, I think | 
Nobody | 
I think the | 
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ee 


H erscould easily be ascertained by certificates of ,.. 
|| ernment accounting officers; that in the hope of a, 
| amicable settlement no estimate was made of th, 
|| indirect losses, without prejudice, however, to th. 
| right to indemnification on their account jn jy, 
|| event of no such settlement being made.”’ 
'| Here, then, you have from the official recor 
|| of the proceedings of this commission, pre. 
|| liminary to the conclusion of this treaty, , 
|| complete and fair statement of the pretensions 
of the United States, coupled with estimate; 
| as far as they could be made, and an excuse 
for not furnishing estimates as far as they 
could not be made, provided a treaty could 
| be concluded which should settle the contro 
versy and square accounts between us and her 
| Majesty’s Government. Instead of conclud. 
| ing such a treaty which would settle the con 
| troversy and make an endof it, it ended the old 
| controversy in the form in which it stood, and 
| opened a new one in the form of a civil litiga. 
tion, in the form of arbitration, consisting of 
persons mutually to be chosen, so that the 
right which we reserved without prejudice for 
their indemnification, unless we could agree 
then and there, was expressly reserved. 

It is stated also, beyond this plain provision 
in the protocol, in the treaty itself, which is 
perhaps the best evidence of what the parties 
intended to submit: 

** ARTICLE, 


** Whereas differences have arisen between the Goy- 
ernment of the United States, andthe Government 
of her Britannic Majesty, and still exist, growing 
out of the acts committed by the several vessels which 
have given rise to the claims generically known as 
the ‘Alabama claims:’’”’— 

And then follows the clause that her Majes- 
ty’s Government are willing to express in a 
friendly spirit her regret for the unfortunate 
occurrence, which I need not repeat— 

‘| “Now,in order to remove and adjust all com- 
plaints and claims on the part of the United States, 
|| and to provide for the speedy settlement of such 
|| elaims, which are not admitted by her Britannic 
Majesty’s Government, the high contracting par- 
ties agree that all the said claims, growing out of acts 
committed by the aforesaid vessels, and generically 
known as the ‘Alabama claims,’ shall be referred 
| to a tribunal of arbitration.” 

| 


| Here then, Mr. President, you have in ex 
| press language in the treaty itself the state- 








ment that all our complaints and all our 
claims which we set up as growing out of the 
acts of these crtiisersthat is, the necessary 


i] 


mission out of which this treaty grew, and con- 
tains copious extracts from the daily proceed- 


| ings of the commissioners on the one side and 


the other which go by the name of the proto- 
cols. In that I find quoted from a protocol, 
which is also in print and I believe is public, 
the following : 


“At the conference held on the 8thof March the 
American commissioners stated that the people and 


. ; || trov { i St: 
ge for the western circuit of South Car- || yovernment of the United States felt that they had 


sustained a great wrong, and that great losses and 
injuries were inflicted upon their commerceand their 





twice by its title, referred to the Committee 

on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. || 
PORT OF ORFORD, OREGON. 

Mr. CORBETT. I offer the following res- 


olution, and ask for its present considera- 
ion; 


_ Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and hereby 
is, instructed to cause to be surveyed as soon as prac- | 
| 
| 


ticable the harbor at Port Orford, Oregon, with the 
view of making it secure as a harbor of refuge. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. This appears to | 
be a resolution directory in its character. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. It ought to be referred || 
to the Committee on Commerce; and TI move | 
its reference to that committee. 1 
The motion was agreed to. 


i 
TREATY OF WASHINGTON. | 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I offer the following res- | 
olution, and ask for its present consideration : | 


_ Resolved, That the President be requested, if not 
in his opinion incompatible with the public inter- | 
est, to communicate to the Senate any information | 
in his possession respecting the alleged intention of 
the Government of Great Britain to revokethe treaty 
lately concluded beasween that Government and the 
United States, unless the claims of this Government 


material interests by the course and conduct of 


| Great Britain during the recent rebellion in the 


United States; that what had occurred in Great 
Britain and her colonies during that period had 
given rise to feelings in the United States which the 


|, people of the United States did not desire to cherish 


toward Great Britain’”— 


_ That is to say, feelings of resentment, a feel- 
ing that we had been struck by our mother 
when we were in distress— 


“that the history of the Alabama and othercruisers, 
which had been fitted out or armed or equipped, or 
which had received augmentation of force in Great 
Britain or in her colonies, and of the operations of 
those vessels, showed extensive direct losses in the 
capture and destruction of a large number of vessels 
with their cargoes, and in the heavy national ex- 
penditures in the pursuit of the cruisers and indirect 
injury in the transfer of a large part of the American 
commercial marine to the British flag, in the en- 
hanced payments of insurance, in the prolongation 
of the war, and in the addition of a large sum to the 
cost of the war, and the suppression of the rebellion: 
and also showed that Great Britain 
failure in the proper observance of her duties asa 
neutral, had become justly liable for the acts of 
those cruisers and of their tenders; that the claims | 
for the loss and destruction of private property 
which had thus far been presented amounted to about 
fourteen million dollars, without interest, which 
amount was liable to be greatly increased by claims 





the Government ha 


and natural consequences of them, as well as 
the acts themselves; not for the acts of the 
cruisers, but growing out of those acts as 
consequentes, should be submitted to this 
tribunal of arbitration and decided upon the 
principles fixed for their decision. 

This is not all, Mr. President. Beyond the 
plain and indisputable meaning of this lan- 
guage employed, it isa matter of public his- 
tory, notorious to all men, that our claims 
thus covered, did embrace all damages and 

losses arising from the natural and necessary 
consequences of the wrongful acts and omis- 
sions of the British Government. That claim 
was stated by my honorable friend from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. SumNer,] in a speech upon 
the preceding treaty with her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment, and it was as well known perkaps 
to the English nation, possibly better known 
to the whole English nation, than any other 
discussion on any public subject in the United 
States since the Revolution, and perhaps in- 
cluding the Revolution. 

This is not all, Mr. President. One of the 
statesmen of Great Britain, Mr. Cobden, in 
informing Parliament what responsibilities 
they were assuming in permitting those cruis- 
ers to escape, used this language on the 15th 
of May, 1864, to be found in Hansard, volume 














|| five, page 173: 
by reason of || 


** With respect to altering our laws, the Attorney 
General has entered into a long argument to show 
that the law as it stands is effective for the purpose 
of preventing a breach of our neutrality, but I can- 
not imagine a more cruel joke than the honorable 
and learned gentleman’s speech must appear when 
it comes to be read at Washington. What is the 





‘ t fact? You have been carrying on hostilities from 
which had not eT eee that the cost to which | these shores against the people of the United States, 
and have been inflicting an amount of damage on 


been putin the pursuit of eruis- 


easel he 
early tht 
epall pars 
the Amer} 
of be Vv 
lyeless 
eon 
op. It yo 
any wr 
pands © 
profitable 
chips 7 
jiable 
which I sl 
jearned & 
this bas 
he will se 
jaws hav! 
trality» ‘ 
trade of | 
1850, ane 
which. 18 
is ——" 
es $92, 
America 
“This 
optinus 
June 30, 
af New 
$93,000, 


655,000, 





this su 
An 
the fi 
down 
hand. 
isak 
ubli 
a ’ 
whic 
Gove 
had 








it 
fs 
h 
ig 


‘hat country greater than would be produced by | 
any ordinary wars. It is estimated that the loss 
~jstained by the capture and burning of American | 
vessels has been about fifteen million dollars, or | 
wearly three million pounds sterling. But that is a | 
“pall part of the injury which bas been inflicted on | 
‘he American marine. We have rendered the rest 
“+ ber vast mercantile property for the present 
valueless under the system of free trade by which 
‘he commerce of the world is now so largely carried | 
op, if you raise the rate of insurance on the flag of | 
‘ny maritime power, you throw the trade into the 
jands of its competitors, because it is no longer 
profitable for merchants or manufacturers to employ 
ships to carry freight when those vessels became 
jiable to war risks. I have here one or two facts 
whieh J should like to lay before the honorable and | 
iparned gentleman in order to show the way in which | 
this bas been operating. When he has heard them 
he will see what a cruel satire it is to say that our 
jaws have been found sufficient to enforce our neu- 
trqlity. I hold in my hand an accountof the foreign 
trade of New York for the quarter ending June 30, 


which is the last date up to which a comparison 
ismade, I find that thetotal amount of the foreign | 
jrade of New York for the first-mentioned period || 
was $92,000,000, of which $62,000,000 were carried in | 
American bottoms and $30,000,000 in foreign. 
“This state of things sapialy changed as the war 
ontinued, for it appears t 
June 30, 1863, the total amount of the foreign trade 
of New York was $88,000,000, of which amount 
$93,000,000 were carried in American vessels, and || 


heing that while in 1860 two thirds of the commerce 
of New York was carried on in American bottoms, | 


at forthe t ding || . 
Pal te ieeaton toon || that these damages were accruing; had had 





| evidence we have which demonstrates beyond 
| any reasonable cavil not only that the letter 
and text of the treaty fairly includes the mak- | 


| of them, that is one of the matters which we | 


1990, and also for the quarter ending June 30, 1863, |} tion. 


in 1863 three fourths was carried on in foreign bot- || 


toms. You see, therefore, what a complete revolu- | 
tion must have taken place in the value of Ameri- 
can shipping ; and what has been the consequence? | 
That a very large transfer has been made of Ameri- 
can shipping to English owners, because the pro- 
prietors no longer found it profitable to carry on 
their business. A document has been laid on the 
table which gives us some important information on 
this subject.” 


And then he goes into the details, bringing || 


the figures at that time, as you will perceive, | 
down to 1863. The book which I hold in my | 
hand, from which I read Mr. Cobden’s words, | 
is a book which was published with a view to | 
public information preceding this very treaty, 
and which was circulated everywhere, and of 
which I have no doubt not only the British 
Government but all her representatives here 


had copies before this treaty was considered || een made the subject of a claim on the part 


and acted upon. It is the very valuable book 

of Mr. Beaman, which was printed in the win- 

ter of 1870-71, and covers the statement of this | 
whole case. In this book of his he again sets 
forth, in the strongest language, not only the 
actual damage to our vessels as a ground of 
claim, but also all the indirect, as they are some- | 
times called, but more properly called the direct 
natural and consequential damages growing 
out of these acts; and he states them much in | 


the way that Mr. Cobden does, only, perhaps, || 


ina more summary and concise manner. 
states them as grounds for consideration and 
grounds for claim on the part of our Gov- 
ernment. I will read only one clause of this, 


le |! 


because I am asking the indulgence of the |; 


Senate to make these remarks: 


“ The escape of and burnings by the Florida, Ala- 
bama, and other vessels greatly increased the hopes 
and expectations of the insurgents, and on that | 
account the contest was very much prolonged. That | 
contest cost the United States $4,000,000,000, nee 

Let any one think of that amount and make his 
own estimate of how much less the United States 
would have been obliged to expend if the queen’s 
proclamation of neutrality had never been issued, 
and if the Florida and Alabama had never escaped 
from Liverpool. 


| 


“In this connection, remember that a large num- || 
ber of United States war vessels were for four years || 


employed in seeking to prevent the escape of some 
Florida or Alabama from a British port, or in vainly 
searching for her over the ocean; and remember that 
these same United States vessels could have been | 
used more effectually to close the southern ports, if 
they had not been needed for this other purpose. 


These damages to the nation can only be approx- 

imated at, but their existence is certain and the 

amount is monstrous. These are the words of Cob- 
en: 

‘** You have been carrying on hostilities from these | 
shores against the people of the United States, and 
have been inflicting an amount of damage on that 
country greater than would be produced by many 
ordinary wars.’”’ 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont will please suspend his remarks. The | 
morning hour has expired, and the unfinished | 
business is before the Senate, being the amnesty 
bill, 


| 


i, seemed to me that the resolution, as I heard 


635,000,000 in foreign; the change brought about || claim and part of the ground for reimburse- 


| ernment and people, the confederate loan has | 
| 
} 
| 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I hope my 
colleague will be allowed to finish his re- 
marks. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, the unfinished business will be passed 
over, subject to a demand for the regular order, 
and the Senator from Vermont will resume 
his remarks on his resolution. The Chair | 
hears no objection. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. This, then, is the record | 


ing of these claims—I do not say the paying | 


agreed to arbitrate; it may be that they will 
be decided against us; that is another ques- 
But the right to make these claims 
and have the fair and unbiased judgment of 
the tribunal of arbitration upon them, is found 
in the very letter of the treaty. It is found 
in the fact that for years the English Govern- | 
ment and nation had had notice of the fact 


notice of the fact that they were a part of the 





ment which the people of the United States 
thought was a just and proper ground for 
reimbursement. 

Now, Mr. President, what does this mean? 
It would look almost like a pretext for revok- 
ing the treaty or a contrivance to exert an 
external influence upon the arbitrators preju- 
dicial to our case before them, if the Govern- 
ment or Parliament of Great Britain were to 


assume the attitude imputed to them by the || 


press reports. If it be the first, then let us | 
say amen and enter no more into treaties with 


Powers who are so ready and willing to break || 


them, and be ready at the proper time to vin- | 
dicate the honor and enforce the just claims of | 
our country. Contrary tothe plain meaning of 
this treaty on another topic, as well as to the 
universal understanding of the American Gov- 


of British subjects before the commissioners 
sitting at Washington, and the judgment of 
that body has been taken upon it, happily, in 
favor of our own Government; butit remains, | 
if the fact be as is asserted, for the British 
Government to fly in the face of its most | 
solemn stipulation because we make a claim 
which its own statesmen had pointed out, 
which our own statesmen had expounded and | 
upheld, which had been made public every- | 
where, and which was brought directly to the 
notice of that Government in these very nego- 
tiations, and which it had by unmistakable 


language in the treaty agreed to have tried || 


and decided. 

But if the motive of the English nation in its 
supposed attitude be the other one I have men- 
tioned, namely, to exert an influence from 
withouton the minds of the tribunal at Geneva, 


and as it may be called to prejudice or over- || 


awe the jury through clamor and passion, 
then the sooner that fact is known the bet- | 
ter for all parties concerned. 

I am reluctant, Mr. President, to believe that 
either of these alternatives exists, but in view 
of the known history of these affairs it is 
almost impossible to imagine any other, if 
indeed the whole report is not a newspaper 


'| canard, as I trust in the interest of ‘peace and 
| honor it may be. 
| ing this information, which I hope we shall | 

| ask for, it shall appear that these reports are 


If, however, upon obtain- 


true, it will be a subject for earnest considera- 
tion, and steps of préparation and precaution 
should be taken in order that our honor and 
our just rights may be upheld. I hope, there- 
fore, that this resolution may be adopted at 
this time unanimously. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, it is 
not my purpose in rising to discuss the ques- 
tions which have been discussed in a prepared 
speech by the Senator from Vermont. It 
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it read at the desk, carried an improper im. 
plication with it. I do not think we should 
adopt a resolution in this body on the assump- 
tion that the British Government is ‘going to 


| repudiate a solemn treaty it has made. If I 





am correctly informed, Parliament has not 
yet assembled, and we have no information 
upon this subject, except some newspaper 
reports. Is the Government of the United 
States or the Senate of the United States 
to take action on newspaper reports, which 
the Senator tells us may be a mere newWs- 
paper canard, in reference to a solemn treaty? 
And is the implication to be made by us 
in advance, before Parliament has assem- 
bled, on some newspaper report, that the 
British Government is about to repudiate its 
solemn treaty? Why, sir, if you wanted to 
bring about a repudiation of the treaty, one 
of the ways to accomplish it perhaps would 
be to charge upon your adversary that he was 
going to repudiate it before he had taken any 
acts indicating such a course. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Sen- 
ator from Illinois yield? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

Mr. THURMAN. Allow me to make a 
single remark. If Iam not mistaken, Parlia- 
ment meets to-day. 

Mr. SUMNER. To-day. 

Mr. THURMAN. If so, we shall have the 
queen’s speech to-morrow. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then it will be time 
enough to take some action; but this is in 
advance of the meeting of Parliament; we 
have no information of the meeting of Parlia 
ment, and all these remarks are based, as I 
understand, upon some newspaper reports. 

It strikes me that the latter part of the re: 
olution contains an assumption that is very 
offensive. It would be offensive if made toward 
us, and I think the phraseology of the resolu- 
tion should be changed if it is to pass. Ihave 
no reason to suppose, nor do I for a minute 
entertain the idea, that the Government of 
Great Britain, after having solemnly entered 
into a treaty for the settlement of the diffi- 
culties that have been long pending between 
us, isin advance going to repudiate that treaty. 
If she does, let the despoubibility be upon her; 
but I would in advance assume that 


not in 


|| that Government or any civilized Government 


would do such a thing. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am a little surprised 
that my good friend from Illinois should be so 
alarmed in favor of the British Government. 
My resolution proposes no assumption at all. 
It is an ordinary resolution of inquiry asking 
the President, if compatible with the public 


| interests, to tell us, in substance, what inform- 


ation he may have upon a subject that the 
British newspapers deciare to be a subject of 
consideration by her Majesty’s Government, 
one not necessarily needing the action of Par- 
liamentat all, and which the British newspapers 
say is based on the ground that is referred 
to at the close of my resolution. The resolu- 
tion assumes nothing. It only asks the Presi- 
dent if these reports are true, if he is willing 
to tellus. That is all. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish merely to call 
attention to the concluding lines of the reso- 
lution. It requests the President to com- 


| municate certain information ‘‘ respecting the 


alleged intention of the Government of Great 
Britain to revoke the treaty lately concluded 
between that Government and the United 
States, unless the claims of this Government 
arising under said treaty shall be presented to 


| the arbitrators at Geneva upon a principle 


and in a manner agreeable to the other party.”’ 
Mr. President, is not that an insult to any- 
body in reference to a case that you have sub- 
mitted to arbitration, to assume that the oppo- 
site party will not submit to the arbitration he 
has agreed to unless you present your claims 
spe a principle and in a manner agreeable to 
im 7 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. Where is theassumption | until to-morrow under the demand for the | tions of learning, the same bein 


i derived { =) &_ supported jy from 
in the resolution? |; re ular order. i See 4 ear "Es tresiees tel Gee Or author. punish 
ANE) TT r 1" . - . . . ce _ || zed by law; stees, ‘ cers shure! . 
Mr. TRUMBULL. That isthe assumption. | ir. EDMUNDS. I give notice that to- || organizations, cemetery associations, at beret name 
Mr. EDMUNDS. It is merely asking what | morrow I shall ask the Senate to take it up || olent institutions incorporated by national oy ea, person 
information he has. and give my friends an opportunity to vote one || poet plead But churches, schools, cemeteries, and vious 
wees : , a 8 f stablis xclusiv 
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to any Government, and the Senator from | modified, as follows: an ene to the terms of the original’ esta}, pate 10 
Vermont would regard it so in reference to | Resolved, That the President be requested, if not Sec. —. That any person violating any of the * other ( 
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. oe ; aiding jn ¢} 
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c , 4 on 


lately concluded between that Government and the | the case, with full costs and such allowance fc. is that 
United States. counsel fees as the court shall deem just, 


of this Government. Suppose the British 
Parliament to-day were to pass a resolution 
of the same character as to this Government, 
to know whether the Government of the Uni- 


é and shal} vay y¢ 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution || #!%°, for every such offense, be deemed guilty of , ve ies 
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be : a I . “a n order _ fet an | committee will be a knowledge of what legis- | pena oan ONE - = charge of any public inn ‘ 
oradle irien¢ rom inols on my side for once, || lation is required of Congress, if anv. i; OF 9 any place o pad Ic amusement or entertain- 

I will strike off that part of the resolution as a ENT . ment for which a license from any legal authority 
1 aoe f iin dkin ana . Mr. FENTON. I have no doubt about the | is required, or of any line of stage-coaches, railroad, W 
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MT TROMBULL. 7 nove te objection to || {here ought to be investigation and remedy of | {itions, or any public cehool supported at publi ; 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution || authority detion therein of any citizen of the United States th 

wi td + Bi gts . because of race, color, or previous condition of serv- a 

, rte Crank i'hnns the Béeaise Seu Mr. CONKLING. What objection is that ye shall, on conviction thereof, be fined not os 
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M 7 EDMUN Ds There } j oes this resolution, and I had made no Inspection || complaint of any person injured, one half to the use . 
thi f BUMUNIS, vere 1s no OHjection tO | oF the resolution when first offered. Of course |. eee States, and one half to the use of the f 
11S now. facie Saline : , || con ant. : 
Mr. C AMER( IN I trust we shall not pass | ] accept his explanation as correct, and make 1 Sec. 2. That the offenses under this act may be r 
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ation such as this resolution would intimate POLITICAL DISABILITIES. | have been committed. ( 
that it has. I am not willing to believe that The Senate resumed the consideration of Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I did not 
any portion of the British Government enter- || the bill (H. R. No. 380) for the removal of || intend originally to participate in the debate 


tain the idea of repudiating any part of this 
‘reaty, and I will not be the first to suppose | 
they could be guilty of such a wrong, dishonor, 


legal and political disabilities imposed by the || on the amnesty bill or on the amendment sub 
third section of the fourteenth article ofamend- || mitted by the Senator from Massachusetts, / 
ments to the Constitution of the UnitedStates, | but the Senator from Wisconsin has submitted ) 
and disgrace to themselves. I trust the reso- || the pending question being on the amendment | to us an amendment which, as he claims, is to 
lution will lie over for the present. of Mr. Carpenter to the amendment of Mr. carry out the purposes of the amendment of 
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ment had any such information in its posses- Sec. —. That no citizen of the United States shail, |, Opinion that, with a single doubt upon one sec- 
sion, it would immediately send that inform- || by reason of race, color, or previous condition of | tion of the amendment offered by the Sen- 


ation to the Senate to be acted upon. Saal eaten aemeeieion, ore ator from Massachusetts, it is within our con- 
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ire 
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from Wisconsin is a short criminal section 
punishing as a crime by a prosecution in the | 
name of ‘the United States the denial to any | 
person on account of race, color, or pre- | 
vious condition of servitude, of the right to 
stop at an inn, to travel on a highway, to use 
tbe services of a common carrier, to partici- 
pate in the ordinary public worship open to all 
other citizens, and to exercise the common 
rights of citizens freely granted to all citizens 
except those of African descent. 

The first objection I have to this amendment 
is that the remedy is inadequate. The only 
way you can enforce an obligation to do justice 
to citizens is by giving a private right to the 
injured party to sue. The only remedy pro- 
vided here in this act of Congress is a criminal 
remedy, a criminal prosecution. I doubt very 
much, in the absence of specific law, whether 
under the provisions of the fourteenth amend- 
ment, and under the provisions of this section, 
any person injured would have a right to sue 
in the courts of the United States. There is | 
no express provision giving a remedy, 
action in a court of the United States, for an 
injury of this kind, and without that express 
provision I doubt ‘whether the courts would 
entertain jurisdiction of cases of this kind. So 


that the only remedy of any person derived || 


of any right to stop at an inn, the right to be 
carried on a railroad, the right to go wherever 
any other citizen may freely go, is a criminal 
proceeding in the courts of ‘the United States, 
now already overrun with business. It seems 
to me, with due deference to the judgment 
of my honorable friend, that this remedy is 
inadequate. 

Mr. 0 ARPENTER. Will the Senatorallow 
me to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CARPENTER. There has been no 


discussion on that point at all, and I should | 
certainly have no objection to modify my | 


amendment in that respect, by adding a sec- 
tion from the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts. My attention has 
not been called to that point at all, nor has it 
arisen heretofore in debate. I should have no 
objection to inserting such a section. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
power to modify his amendment now, if he 
chooses to do so. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I will modify it in that 
respect, by adding a section of theamendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Wisconsin modifies hisamendmentas suggested | 


by the Senator from Ohio. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Then the only difference 


between the first section of the amendment of | 
the Senator from Massachusetts and of the | 


amendment of the Senator from Wisconsin, 
as now modified, is this: that the amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts prevents 
a corporation organized asa church, where the 
services of the Christian religion are conducted, 
from discriminating against a man on account of 
race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 

Mr. CARPENTER. And my amendment 
does not regulate the jury system in the State 
courts. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is in another sec- 
tion. I speak now of the first section. 

Mr. CARPENTER. There is still another 
difference. In the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Massachusetts the ground of 
Federal interference is put upon the fact of 
‘an act of incorporation granted by the State 
or the Federal Government. In the amend- 
ment I have offered I put the right of the 
General Government to interfere on the ground 
that it is an institution supported by taxation 


or public endowment for public use, which I | 


think a very important distinction. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
the difference between these two sections very | 
much indeed, If a negro has a right to stop 
at an inn, if he has a mght to be carried on a 





| can see them in any church. 


2 civil | 


The Senator has | 





| not the word *‘ rights’ 
| vision of the old Constitution of 1787 that has 


It would seem to narrow 
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railroad or on a navigable stream, if he has a 
right to attend school with white children, and 


|| these rights are to be protected by law, why not 


protect him in the right to enter a church wher« 

God Almighty is worshiped? Itseems to me 
that to stop there is dividing hairs. If the 
church is a public organization, created as a 
corporation, thrown open to the public, it 


| ought to be open as freely to the black man as 


tothe white man. Any church association that 


| would exclude aman because of his color from 


worshiping God within its walls is a heathen 
church; it is not a Christian church. Why, 
sir, neither Catholics nor Protestants, nor any 


| denomination of Christians in this land, would 


exclude any man on account of color, and 
they never did it that I know of. There are 
great numbers of Catholic black men attend- 
ing the Catholic churches in this city. You 
I do not believe 
now that any church organization has excluded 
from within its limits men of the black race. 
If they do, they fly in the face not only of the 

old Scriptures, but of the new; they fly in the 
face of the fundamental sleaieioe of the 
Christian religion which regard all men as 


descended from a common ancestor and as | 


entitled to an equal inheritance in a future 
state of rewards or punishments. 


amendment is concerned. 


Now, in regard to the amendment offered by | 


the Senator from Massachusetts, the only pur- 
pose of the first section of the amendment, if 


| L understand it correctly, is to secure to a col- 


ored man or one of the Asiatic race the right 
to enter a public inn, which, by the common 
law, is the right of every British subject or 


\| citizen; the right to travel on your navigable 


waters, which by the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States are made free to all; the right to 
travel in cars on your railroads, which are 
works of public improvement, contributed 
largely to by the public funds; the right to 
enjoy the auaatas privilege of going over 
the country; the right to participate in your 
school fund, which is collected alike of black 
and white; the right to enter a church dedi- 
cated to the worship of Almighty God. It 
seems to me these are the common rights of 
humanity, and that any State law or regula- 
tion which abridges these rights deprives a 
man of that which by the common law he is 
entitled to, and of rights secured to him by 


| the Constitution of the United States. 


Perhaps before going further I may as well 
allude to the argument of my honorable friend 
from Maine, [ Mr. Morri.t,}] whom I respect 
so much that I dislike to differ with him. He 
seems to treat the fourteenth amendment of 
the Constitution as a rather immaterial pro- 
vision. He thinks it does not enlarge in any 
way the scope of the old Constitution or the 
old amendments to the Constitution. Now, 
what are the rights, privileges, and immunities 
of citizens of the United States? The four- 
teenth article declares that— 


‘*No State shall make or enforce any law which 


shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens 


of the United States,” 


What are the rights, privileges, and immuni- 
ties of a citizen of the United States? Are they 
contained inthis Constitution? Are they pre- 
scribed by the Constitution ? 
by the Constitution? Are they given by the Con- 
stitution? Notatall. The old Constitution has 
? init. There is no pro- 


any bearing, directly or indirectly, on this ques- 

tion, except that provision of the second section 

of the fourth article which declares that— 
‘The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all 


privileges and immunities of citizens in the several 
States.” 


It was made one of the great objections to 


this Constitution, by the anti-l’ederalists of the | 


school of Patrick Henry, that this Constitution 


I therefore | 
do not see the difference between these two | 
| propositions, so far as the first section of each 


Are they limited | 


| ease In mine inn: 
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was a Constitution of powers and not of rights; 
that it secured no rights to the citizen. The 
answer of the Federalists was that the rights 
of the citizens were amply secured by giving to 
the citizen of one State the rights and privi- 
leges of the citizens of any other State ; but 
that was not satisfactory to the anti-Federal- 
ists, and they insisted upon the old amend- 
ments to the Constitution which bristle all over 
with the word ‘‘rights,’’ and which do secure to 
the American citizen certain important rights. 

But these amendments to the Constitution 
do not define all the rights of American citi- 
zens. ‘They define some of them. The Con- 
stitution itself amply secures some of the rights 
of American citizens, but the ninth amendment 
expressly provides that— 

‘The enumeration in the Constitution of certain 
rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage 
others retained by the people.” 

There are certain rights enumerated in these 
articles of amendment, but they are not aie 
the rights of the American citizen; very far 
from it. Where do we find the record of those 
rights? The fourteenth amendment then 
coming in says : 

‘No State shall make or enforce any law which 
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizen 
of the United States.” 

What are those privileges and immunities? 
Are they only those defined in the Constitu 
tion, the rights secured by the amendments ? 
Not atall. The great fountain head, the great 
reservoir of the nghts of an American citizen 
is in the common law, the old charters that 
were wrenched by our ancestors five hundred 
years ago and two hundred years ago from 
English ‘kings. Our rights are not limited to 
those given by the Constitution. What are 
those rights? Sir, they are as innumerable 
as the sands of the sea. You must go to the 
common law for them, the source from which 
my friend can draw the inspiration of genius 
and of eloquence. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Allow me to call the 
Senator's attention to the fact that the word 

rights’’ does not occur in that section of the 
fourteenth amendment at all. The distinction 
which | make, and the distinction which the 
courts have made is, between the privileges 
and immunities which belong to a citizen aS 
such, and which under that section the State 

cannot abridge, and those political rights of 
voting, of holding office, of serving as a juror, 
&c., which may be taken away at ‘the pleasure 
of a State even under the Constilution as now 
amended. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The distinction between 
rights and immunities and privileges is very 
narrow indeed. I know of no decision which 
makes that distinction in the way that is now 
suggested by my honorable friend from Wis 
consin. 

Mr. CARPENTER. The very first decision 
ever made on the subject was a decision of the 
supreme court of Maryland, drawing that dis 
tinction precisely, and saying that the right to 
vote, for instance, was not one of the privileges 
or immunities of a citizen ; that that language 
was confined to the right to buy and sell real 
estate, to act as trustee, guardian, Kc. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let us see what are the 
privileges and immunities of a citizen. Is not 
every man who is compelled to pay taxes enti 
tled to the fair and equal protection of the law ’ 
That is expressly provided for. That is his 
privilege as an American citizen. The narrow 
confinement of these words ‘‘ privileges and 
immunities’ is not the fair meaning of the 
Censtitution by any means. 

Now, what are the rights that are secured 
by this amendment? Let us see. They are 
the common privileges of every English sub- 

ject and American citizen, however humble he 
may be, and they are classed as privileges in 
the old common law. What is a public inn? 
[tis every man’s home. ‘‘I will take mine 
any man can say that in 












! 
England or in this country. It is‘ place of 
public entertainment; and the only laws that 
can be passed to exclude any one from a pub- | 
lic inn are laws which involve order, decency, 
and quiet; not distinctions of race, color, or 
anything of that kind. So with the right to 
travel on your public highways. The Consti- 
tution declares that all navigable streams shall 
be free. Towhom? To black and white, to 
all. It is a privilege expressly given by the 
Constitution of the United States that anybody 
may navigate your public streams. How can 
be do that unless he is allowed to navigate 
them in those public vessels and in that public 
mode in which all other citizens like himself 
aretogoandcome? I say, therefore, the right | 
to travel on your public highways, the right to | 
travel on your public improvements, is a priv- 
ilege that belongs to him as a citizen not only 
of the State, but of the nation. 

So of the public schools. If the right to 
attend the public schools is not a privilege, 
whatis it? Isthataright? It is both aright 
and a privilege, and the narrow distinction 
that would eall it a right and not a privilege I 
cannot perceive. It is the privilege of every 
person born in this country, of every inhabitant | 
of the country whether born here or not, of u 
certain age, to attend our public schools which | 
by law are set aside for the public benefit. | 
Boys and girls go to the schools. It is the | 
privilege of all, and declared to he so. All | 
contribute to the taxes for their support; all 
are benefited by the education given to the | 
rising generation ; and therefore all are entitled 
to equal privileges in the public schools. 

When the Constitution says that no State 
shall abridge the privileges of American citi- | 
zens, in my judgment that does protect them | 
against an abridgement of their right to go to 
the common schools, their right to visit a pub- 
lic inn, their right to travel upon a public | 
highway, their right to enjoy the services of 
a common carrier. If these rights are not the 
privileges of citizens of the United States, then 
what in the name of human rights are the 
privileges of citizens of the United States ? 
The right to vote is not a privilege of a citi- 


zen of the United States or of a citizen of any || 


| 


country in the world; it isa mere regulation || 


of the law; and that distinction is made broad 
and deep. I agree entirely with my honorable 
friend in saying, as he did in a recent report, 
that the fourteenth amendment does not extend 
to women the right to vote, simply because the 
right to vote is a political privilege, and is not | 
u privilege that belongs to a citizen. 

Under the old common law of England, if | 
the humblest subject of the British Crown was | 
excluded from a public highway, or from a | 


of the privileges given and granted by these 
public institutions which had their origin in 
the common law, he would have a right to sue 
for damages; and I can make no distinction 
at all between such a case and this case. 

Now in regard to churches, the proposition 
of the Senator from Massachust tts is that those | 
who manage churches organized and incor- 
porated by law, whose life and organization 
are controlled by and the creature of law, shall 
not exclude any one from the doors of the 
public sanctuary on account of race, color, or 
previous condition of servitude. If I would 
vote against this provision at all, it would be | 
because | do not believe it is necessary in this 


Christian country of ours to pass such a law. || 


I do not know that people are excluded from 
churches because they are white or because 
they are black. 
if organized corporations created by law do || 


exercise this unchristian want of charity, I || they are matters of detail. 


certainly would vote for a law to prevent them || 
from doing it, because the right to worship || 
God according to the dictates of one’s own || 
conscience is not only’a right, but a privilege || 
which in a Christian country &@ man ought toen- | 


|| primary fountain of authority. | 
| not detine the ‘right they will look for the | 
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by the Senator from Wisconsin to this first || 


section ; nordo I see the limited power granted, 
as is claimed by my friend from Maine. He 
says in his able speech which is now before 
| me that this provision, ‘‘no State shall make 
or enforce any law which shall abridge the 
privileges or immunities of citizens of the 


| United States,’’ is nothing more than a re- | 
reading of an old clause ot the Constitution: 


“ The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all | 
privileges and immunities of citizens in the several | 


| States.’’ 


that power is expressly given by the fifth 
clause of the fourteenth article. But, again, 
| under the law of Georgia, a man because he 


| was black might be denied certain rights, and | 
if a citizen of Ohio of that color went to | 


Georgia he could be denied the same rights, 
and yet they could claim that he was allowed 
to enjoy all the privileges and immunities of 
a citizen of Georgia. It was because a man 
might be deprived of these common rights of 
humanity in one State, and then all the people 
that came to that State from the other States 
would be deprived of the same right. That 
provision in the old Constitution was not oper- 
ative to secure the commonestright. That was 
the principle which Judge Hoar was sent from 
Massachusetts to try in South Carolina, where 
they took a citizen of Massachusetts and put 


|| him in jail because he was black, claiming | 
| they could do the same thing with a citizen | 


of their own State, and therefore it was no in- 
fringemeut of the second section of the fourth 
article. The fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution was passed for the express pur- 
pose of correcting that. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It created a national 
citizenship. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. So that the 
ordinary rights of citizenship, which no law 
has ever attempted to define exactly, the priv- 
ileges, immunities, and rights, (because [ do 
not distinguish between them, and cannot do 
it,) of citizens of the United States, such as 
are recognized by the common law, such as 
are ingrafted in the great charters of Eng- 





of them in the Declaration of Independence, 


They expressly said in the ninth amendment 
that they would not attempt to enumerate these 
rights; they were innumerable, depending 


time administered. 

There may be sometimes great dispute and 
| doubt as to what is the right, immunity, or 
| privilege conferred upon a citizen of the Uni- 
| ted States. ‘That right must be determined 
| from time to time by the judicial tribunals, 
and in determining it they will look first at 
the Constitution of the United States as the 





unenumerated powers to the Declaration of 
| American Independence, to every scrap of 


|| American history, to the history of England, | 
| to the common law of England, the old de- | 


cisions of Lords Mansfield and Holt, and so 
| on back to the earliest recorded decisions of 
the common law. ‘There they will find the 
fountain and reservoir of the rights of Amer- 


| ican as well as English citizens. 
If there are such cases, and | 


The second section, I think, ought to be 
amended in one or two slight particulars, but 
I will not stop to 
point them out. 

The fourth section is one to which my hon- 
orable friend from Wisconsin objects. He 
says that the right to be summoned as a jury- 


man is not a privilege and immunity of an | 


One striking difference, | beg leave to sub- | 
mit to the Senator is this: under the old pro- | 
vision there was no power to enforce it, while | 


| land, some of them ingrafted in the Constitu- | 
tion of the United States, some of them in the | 
constitutions of the different States, and some | 


our fathers did not attempt to enumerate. | 


| upon the laws and the courts as from time to || 
public inn, or from the fair and just enjoyment || 


If that does | 


— 7 —— 
1 therefore do not see the objections made | to 
| 
| 





| 
| 


| 


| 





| 
| 
| 
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| 
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joy, and which ought to be open and free to all. || American citizen. At first view that appears i 
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be plausible. It may be difficult to distin. 
guish between the right to vote claimed } 
some women of our country, because they are 


‘| citizens, and the right to sit upon a jury, as. 


sumed to be a privilege under the fourth geo. 
tion of this amendment. Perhaps a right to 
be summoned on a jury is not in strict terms 
a privilege or an immunity which a man may 
claim as a matter of right; but that is not the 
question. The right to sit upon a jury is , 
right which no man will claim as a matter of 
right. Itis rather a burden, rather a duty, 

But there is another view in whicb this sec. 
tion becomes to my mind clearly constity 
tional. The Constitution of the United States 
declares that every man shall have an impar. 
tial trial by jury. That is a constitutional 
right. It is a right secured to him by the laws 
and by the constitutions of nearlyall the States 
ofthis Union. It is a right older than the 
present English monarchy. 

Mr. CARPENTER. If the Senator wij] 
allow me to interrupt him, is he not aware 
that that provision of the Constitution applies 
only to trials in the Federal courts, so decided 
by the Supreme Court times out of mind, and 
it can therefore give us no authority to over- 
haul the judicial systems of the States as to 
jury trials? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I might answer that by 
saying that the same provision is contained in 
the constitution and laws of nearly every State 
in the Union; perhaps, with the exception of 
three or four, in all. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Very well; we cannot 
legislate under the constitutions of the States; 
we must legislate under the Constitution of 
the United States, and that is confined in its 
operation to tle Federal courts. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Constitution of the 
United States declares that every man shall 
have atrial by an impartial jury—not of his 
peers, in the old language of the English law, 
but an impartial jury. The meaning is the 
same. The very word ‘‘jury’’ implies a trial 
by a man’s peers of the vicinage, of the neigh- 
borhood. Now, what kind of a trial would 
that be to which you would subject four mil- 
lions of the people of the United States in the 
southern States, where by the law of some of 
them every man of that race is excluded from 
sitting as a juryman on a trial? Is that an 
impartial jury? 

Mr. CARPENTER. In the Federal couris 
we have already provided that colored men 
shall sit on the juries. We have, therefore, 
secured an impartial trial to every colored 
man in the Federal courts all over the United 
States. Now, it being well settled that that 
constitutional provision applies to nothing but 
Federal courts, how does it autliorize us to 
legislate for the State courts? 

Mr. SHERMAN. To answer that question 
I would go back again to the fourteenth amend 
ment; and I say that the right of trial by jury 
is one of the privileges and immunities of every 
American citizen. 

Mr. CARPENTER. The right to be tried? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir; the right to be 
tried by an impartial jury is one of the priv- 
ileges included in the fourteenth amendment ; 
and no State can deprive any one by a State 
law of this impartial trial ‘by jury. ‘* No State 
shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citi- 
zens of the United States,’’ and one of these 


privileges and immunities, as old as the com- 
/ mon law, is the right of trial by an impartial 


jury of a man’s peers. That is the only 
answer I can make, because I have not ex- 
amined the cases to know exactly what dis- 
tinctions have been drawn by the Supreme 
Court. Whatever distinctions were drawn 
before the adoption of the recent amendments, 
here is this last voice of the public will, which 
we are bound to obey, which declares that 
every man shall have the protection of this 
immunity and privilege. 
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fr. CARPENTER. The Senator will per- 
a me to remind him that another right of | 
avery English subject by the common law is to || 
nave his case tried before a judge who holds 
ofice by a life tenure fromthe Crown. Is that | 


-_ 


ne of the privileges andimmunities of Ameri- || 


can citizens? . : 
Mr. SHERMAN. No, because we have 
changed that by the Constitution of the United 


States. 

“Mr. CARPENTER. Wehave not. We have 
expressly affirmed that no Iederal judge can | 
old by any other tenure. 

Mr. SHERMAN, 
not be so troubled. I say that in all mat- 
ters where the Constitution of the United 
States has not changed the common law, the 
rights and privileges of an Englishman are 
iuherited by us. They are enforced, sanc- | 
tioned, and maintained by new provisions. 


granted to a few are taken from them and | 
given to the many. 

Mr. CARPENTER. My friend will pardon 
me once more. The Constitution of the Uni- | 
ted States has certainly not taken away from 
a citizen of a State the right to an impartial 
trial in the State and by a judge holding by | 
life tenure. Now, I want to know if we can | 
under that provision—and I do not see why | 
we cannot if it applies to jurymen—provide 
that no State court shall be held by any judge | 
unless he holds by the life tenure? 

Mr. SUMNER. Will my friend allow me 


section from which he read, as follows: 

‘‘Nor shall any State deprive any person of life, | 
liberty, or property without due process of law, nor | 
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws?” 

Does not a State violate that provision 
when it excludes colored persons from the 
jury box ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. !t seems to me as clear 
es day, and the sophistry of my friend from 
Wisconsin cannot impair it, that if in any com- 
munity where a great number of black men are | 
by law citizens, if a law of the State prevents | 
those men from sitting on a jury because the 
are black men, such a law does deprive ooh 
citizens of a privilege, an immunity which they | 
have a right to enjoy in every part of this 
country as citizens of the United States. All | 
the sophistry of my honorable friend cannot 
shake thisconclusion. The very idea isabsurd. | 
i am very glad to say that the evilis imaginary, | 
because, with the exception of the States of 
Kentueky and Delaware, there is now no State 
which excludes black men from the jury-box. | 
Perhaps I am making the statement too strong. 

I do not know how many States yet refuse to | 
allow 4 negro to serve on a jury because he is 


Mr. SAOLSBURY. I understand the hon- 
orable Senator has referred to my State and | 
made the impression that by law colored peo- | 
ple are exclided from church associations. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No, I did not say that. 
I said that I did not believe there was a State 
or a church in the Union that would exclude 
a black man from the sanctuary because of his | 
color. 

We come now to the question of jurymen. 
Does any State of this Union deny to a black 
man the right to be tried by a jury composed 
of one black man, even, of twelve? Is there 
such a State? 

Mr. MORTON. Kentucky. 
_Mr. SHERMAN. Kentucky is coming up. | 
Kentucky is a little slow, but [ think she will | 
be allright. She has only within a few days | 
given to negroes the right to testify; and we | 
must remember that twenty or thirty years ago | 
many of the northern States denied negroes | 
that right; even the State of Ohio within thirty | 
years has denied the negro the right to testify | 
in any tribunal 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 


black. 





What other State? 


I hope my friend will || 


rT 


| our civilization. 


| everything living and dead. 
In some cases old privileges and immunities || 


| Tennessee; in all these southern States the 
to call his attention to the last words of the | 





Mr. SHERMAN, Nearly all the western ll 


States, Indiana, Illinois, and nearly all of 
them. I do not know whether Vermont is in | 
that category or not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. She never was. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no doubt that the | 
common sense, the love of fair play, and the 
spirit of liberty which animate the great body | 
of the people of the United States will cause | 
all these distinctions founded on the old law | 
of slavery to melt away under the progress of 
No man can defend the 
exclusion by law of black men from a jury-box 
when you try the black man byajury. Ifthe 
black man is too degraded to sit upon a jury, 
he is too degraded to be tried by ajury; he 
ought to be disposed of in some other way. 
And so with the power to testify. 

Why, sir, according to modern ideas and 
modern science, we gather evidence from 
The dead are 
made to speak by the power of chemistry and by 
scientific observations. The living are made 
to speak, young and old. Any exclusion of a 
man because he is a negro from the right to 
testify is simply absurd, and in every State it 
will gradually disappear. ‘Take the right of 
trial by jury. With the single exception, I 
think, of Delaware and Kentucky, I do not 
know of any State where this exclusion is now 
maintained. If I am mistaken in this, I will 
acknowledge the error. In nearly all the 
southern States, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, 


right to serve on a jury is extended to all, | 
black and white, without distinction ; and this 
provision, about the constitutionality of which 
my friend from Wisconsin has some doubt, 
only applies to two States. It does seem to 
me, not that it is the right of a man to serve 
on a jury, but that it is the right of all men 
to have a fair law and rule by which men of 
their own race and occupation and color may 
serve ona jury. It isthe right of the accused | 
and not the right of the trier; it is the right 
of the accused that is abridged by these State 
laws. When I see thatthat rightis guarantied 
by the Constitution of the United States in all 
the Federal courts; by the constitutions of 
nearly all the States in the State courts; by 
the common law, the fountain of our civil 
rights, we ought, where it is denied, to correct 
it if we can by Federal legislation. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Will my hon- 
orable friend allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Do I under- 
stand him to argue that thatis a right belong- 
ing to a citizen of the United States—the right 
to sit upon a jury? 

Mr. SHERMAN. No; I say it is the right 
of the person accused to have an impartial | 
trial; that men of his own race, color, or con- 
dition shall not be excluded on that account. | 
I put it rather on the right of the accused, than 
the right of the juror. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. The Senator 
seems to confound the rights belonging to men 
generally and the rights which belong to an 
American citizen. My inquiry is whether the | 
Senator pretends that these rights we are con- | 
sidering belong to all men who happen to be 


\| citizens of the United Statesin virtue of their 


citizenship, or whether he claims them as 


'| belonging to men as men? 


Mr. SHERMAN. I do not claim them as | 
belonging to man, but I claim that they belong | 
to American citizens, under the common law, | 
which prevails all over this country, inherited | 
from England. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Now I ask the | 
honorable Senator on that basis how it hap- | 
pens that they are not applicable to women | 
and children? ‘They are all citizens. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In regard to the rightof | 
trial by jury as to women, it is a mere matter 
of municipal regulation. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. It is a matter | 
of municipal regulation; but that raises the 
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| do it? 


precise question. It is matter of municipal 

regulation; and can the Congress of the 

United States invade it? That is the point. 
Mr. SHERMAN. So far as the mere equity 


|| of the question raised by my friend is con- 


cerned, [ have no point to make. I never 
could give any reason that was satisfactory to 
my Own conscience why an intelligent, edu- 
cated woman should be excluded from the 


jury-box. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. But the ques- 
tion comes back whether the Congress of the 
United States may interfere. In my State 
there are no distinctions at all; black and 
white all unite together at churches, schools, 
and everywhere else; but undoubtedly my 
State could interpose, if it chose, and give 
women the ballot or put them in the jury- 


| box;- but it does not; and can you do it? 
| That is the question. 


Mr. SHERMAN, 
not. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. 
That is the point. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not desire to pro- 
long my remarks by entering into a discussion 
of women’s rights. I can only say that I never 


I am certain I would 


Can Congress 


_ could give any good reason, satisfactory to my 


| 


own conscience, why a woman should not be 
allowed to yote or why she should not be 
allowed to hold office, or have the right to sit 
upon a jury, except that I would not vote to 


|| give them these rights, because I do not think 


| itis best for human society, organized as it is 


| 


on the basis of the family, to introduce such 
disturbing elements into the family circle, 
which is even of higher obligation than tho 
obligation of Goyernment. 

There is one objection I have to make to 
the fifth section, in which, I presume, I shall 
not find much concurrence. ‘The fifth section 
enlarges the naturalization laws, so that if 
this section passes, Japanese and Chinamen 
and West Indiamen and East Indiamen, men 
from all latitudes and from all climes, can be- 
come naturalized citizens of the United States. 
From the foundation of our Government until 
a year or two ago it has been the policy of our 
Government to confine naturalization to the 
white races. Why? Because they assimilate 


| rapidly with the races that people our continent 


and form the citizenship of the United States 
of America. Take aman from Sweden, from 


| Russia, from Poland, from Germany, from 


Italy, or from any land peopled by the white 
racé, let him come here, and in five years he 


easily and rapidly assimilates with our insti- 


tutions; his blood ‘mingles with our blood. 


| and on the whole rather improves the stock 


But that principle does not extend to the blac’ 
or to the Mongolian races, and therefore it had 
always been the policy of the Government, 
until 1870, to exclude all the black races fromm 


|| our naturalization laws, not to apply them te 


persons born in Africa, born in Asia, born in 
the remote regions. This was partly upon the 
basis that they were heathen races, who, from 
their nature, from the tenor of their minds, 
could not in five years be made good citizens 
of the United States, they having a different 
idea of the sanctity of religion, a different 


| idea of the worship of God} their fundamental 
| ideas are different, and you cannot make good 


republican or democratic citizens out of them 
in five years, and they cannot and will not and 
do not mix with the body of our population. 

I therefore do believe that it is not wise to 
extend the principle of our naturalization laws 
to any beyond the old linfitation of white, not 
because I wish to make distinctions among 
our Own citizeris between white and black, but 
becanse, for reasons that are strong and oper- 
ative, I would not é¢xtend the privilege of 
naturalization, n mere privilege conferr3d by 
an act of Congress, to races so dissimilar as 
ours. As for the blacks who are in this coun- 
try, and their descendants who have been 
bropght here or born on our soil, who have 
lived here and are now made citizens by the 
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operations of war, I am willing to give them | 


allthe rights and privileges of citizenship; but 
that is no reason why we should extend our 
naturalization laws to those who do not belong 
to the great white races of the world. 


If a black man is born here he acquires his 


citizenship by a higher law than we can give 
him, put j 


matter of municipal regulation whether we 


hall authorize him to be naturalized or not. |! 


So the law stood until by the act approved July 
14, 1870, section seven, it was provided— 


That the naturalization laws are hereby extended 


to aliens of African nativity and to persons of Afri- 
can descent.’’ 

By this act two years ago we for the first 
time extended the right of naturalization to 
the Hottentots of Africa, to all the races that 


live in Africa, and yet even now, under the law | 


as it stands, an Asiatic, however intelligent, 
cultivated, and civilized or Christianized, can- 
not be admitted, while a heathen savage from 
the wilds of Africa can, after five years, apply 
for admission to citizenship. 

On this question of naturalization I would 
rather take a step backward than take a step 
forward. I would rather confine our natural- 
ization laws to the white races, and not extend 
them to any of those who are foreign to us in 
religion, in language, and in race, as well as 
in color. But | do not hope or expect that 
iny honorable friend from Massachusetts will 
yield this; and since Congress bas extended 
the naturalization laws, and I am hopeless of 
getting this seventh section of the act of July 
14, 1870, repealed, | cannot stand upon the 
logic which would admit an African to natu- 
ralization and would exclude a Japanese, or 
a Chinese, or an Kast Indiaman. The law 
ought to be uniform, to exclude the whole of 
those foreign heathen races, so dissimilar from 
us in every respect, or else exclude none. If 
no one else sball do so,1 certainly will offer 
an amendment to limit the operation of the 
fifth section so as to prevent any change in 
the naturalization law. The language of the 

ection 1s-~ 

That every law, statute, ordinance, regulation, or 
custom inconsistent with this act, or making any 
discriminations against any person on account of 
color, by the use of the word “white,” is hereby 
repealed and annulled. 

If that section passes it will change the 
whole principle of your naturalization laws 
und extend the seventh section of the act of 
1870 to all the races of the world. Now, if 
the Senate desire to do this, let them do it 
with their eyes open. My own impression is 
that we ought to confine this important amend- 
ment to the few objects that are distinctly 
undersiood, to secure to our black fellow- 
citizens of this country certain rights which 
are a necessary part of citizenship, and to go 
no further until we know how far we do go. 


One of the objections made with most strength | 


to this amendment is that it has not been sub- 
mitted to the criticism of a committee. But 
with the exception of this last section, all the 
rest of it has been the subject of consideration 


and debate so long that we may fairly dispense || 


with the consideration of a committee. We 


have all been members Of a committee of the | 


whole Senate, that has considered it days after 
days; 
appears on its face, and may make changes in 
our laws that we do not perceive and under- 
stand until at some future time it is found that | 
in this ambiguous phraseology of striking out 
the word ‘‘white’’ from all the laws of the 
United States, we may have done what we have 
not intended todo. I hope, therefore, that this | 
section will be stricken out, and that our action 


we do all now understand and can vote under- 
standingly upon. 

So much for the amendment. While I am | 
up allow me to express my surprise that any 
further opposition is made to amnesty. Why, | 


sir, the fourteenth amendment anticipated that | 
the time would speedily come when amnesty | 


if he is not born here, it is a mere | 


but this last section goes beyond what || 


} 


would become either general or universal. It | 
provided that by a simple act of Congress, | 
‘| voted for by two thirds of each House, the 


| disability imposed by that amendment might 
be removed; it might be done in wholesale or 
in retail, 


aD 


The debate on the amendment shows | 


that the time was soon anticipated when the | 


States, being all represented, amnesty would 
become first general and then universal. The 
party platform of the convention which nomi- 
|| nated the present President of the United 
|| States declared that amnesty should be granted 
|| 88 soon as the public safety would allow. The 
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same law, passed by the same majority, give 
our sanction to a principle that will give every 
black man deprived of the common rights of 
citizenship and equality the right to sue for 
his injury, and also the right to appeal to the 
criminal law. Let amnesty and justice o, 
hand in hand. - 

Sir, the great waris over. We have almoy 
recovered from the evils that grew out of }; 
The graves of our dead heroes are sinking now 


|| to the level of the earth. Our debt, whicl 


course of public opinion in this country has | 
| gone further and further in favor of amnesty. | 


| The House of Representatives have twice, by 
a vote uuprecedentedly large, sent us two bills, 
the last more liberal than the first, showing 
the march of opinion. They are fresh from 


the people of this country. 


Speaking for the people of my own State, I | 


| can say that there is a general feeling that the 
|| limitations imposed by the fourteenth amend- 
'| ment ought to be largely extended. Early in 


| timid man. 


hung like a hydra over us, is now in such 4 
shape that it no longer need frighten the most 
Our finances are rapidly becom. 
ing in a settled condition. We have nothing 
to do but meet the interest of the public debt. 


| Let us now at this moment, before we go to 


| the recent canvass, where public matters were || 


|| of a large extension of amnesty, as large at 
|| least as that proposed by the House bill, and 
|| | have never heard a murmur of disapproba- 
|| tion. I believe that the general sentiment of 
| the people of our country is in favor of it. 
| The President of the United States, in his 
/ recent message, called your attention to the 
| subject-matter, and expressed his opinion in 
|| decided language. From 


'up. Why, sir, take the conversion of my friend 


} 
j 


form of humanity. 


| 
\| order in the South, this pretext for violence 
‘| and disorder should be removed. This feel- 
| ing has now become general, and I do trust 
|| that the political campaign that is about to 
be inaugurated will be commenced by a lib- 
eral aud generous act of amnesty. 1 would 
not make it universal. I believe that the 
House in the first bill have substantially hit 
| upon the proper medium, They have re- 


| moved all disabilities except from those who | 
were prominent in the rebellion: those men 


| who violated their oath of office here in 
|| the Senate and in the House of Representa- 
| tives and went back, leaving our Govern- 
/ ment dishonored and disorganized, and cast 
their fortunes with rebellion; those men who, 
educated for the Army or Navy, who had 
sworn over and over again to support the Con- 
stitution of the United States, educated at the 
public expense, and went forth with the skill, 
knowledge, and experience acquired in our 
service to carry them over to the public enemy. 


Perhaps the exceptions ought to be extended |! the future. 


to those who took the first initial step in seces- 


i 


_ sion as members of the conventions. 


disability. Why not? The Representatives 
from the southern States, one of whom [Mr. 
| Sawyer] sits in the chair, ask this of you. 
Why should a man who held a post office or 


| freely discussed, I stated my position in favor | 


|| from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Scorv,] appointed to | 
| go to the South to examine the most hideous || 
outrages that were ever committed against the | 
He reports to us that asa | 
mere matter of public policy, for peace and | 


All told, | 
|| probably five hundred men in the United States 
are excepted; all the rest are relieved from | 


| other local office in one of the southern States, | 


| and thereby was compelled to take an oath to 


support the Constitution of the United States, | 


_ be excluded from an amnesty which has been 
made so general? Whyshould he be deprived 


'| of the power to hold a Federal or local office ? 


'Is he more guilty than his neighbors? Is 


| petty office a reason why he should be 
a while all around him are free? 


‘The President of the United States states this | 


objection strongly and well. No, Senators, my 
own deliberate conviction—and I rarely take 
part in this class of debate—is that we had 

better unite these two measures together, make 
| the amnesty large and liberal, sad then in the 





| the fact that he was intelligent enough to hold | 
may be based upon the other sections which || 


every source of | 
|| opinion, from the newspapers, this cry comes | 





| our people on collateral and 
| settle so far as we can all the issues that grew 
_out of the war. 


Olitical issues, 


I appeal to those southern 
men who call themselves Democrats to take 
this general principle contained in the amend. 


| ment of the Senator from Massachusetts ; give 


to the four million black people in the south. 
ern States the right to ride in your cars, the 


| right to stop at your inns, the right to go to 


your schools, and the right to worship God in 
your churches, and take with it amnesty to 
the great body of those who are now excluded 
from office in the southern States. Why not? 
As sure as the earth rolls in its course, as sure 
as time advances, every negro man in the 
southern States will have every right secured 
by this amendment. You cannot resist it. 
The spirit of civilization and progress demand 
it. No law can be justified or maintained that 


| deprives citizens of the United States of right 


so common and simple as those secured by 
this amendment. 

On the other hand, why should we kee) 
up this discrimination between citizens who 
are no more guilty one than the other? 
Why should we continue now, seven year 
after the war, provisions made as a matter of 
temporary punishment? The debate on the 
fourteenth amendment shows that when that 
amendment was considered and acted upon 
and voted for in Congress it was supposed 


| that when all the States were represented, 


when all the Senators were in their places, 
when every district spoke by the voice of its 
member in the other House, all these meas- 
ures that grew out of the war would pass away. 
This provision of the fourteenth amendment 


| was only a part of the scaffolding of recon- 


struction. Reconstruction itself was but the 


_temporary outwork within which the temple 
| was to rise to the sky; and this clause of 


the fourteenth amendment about disabilities 
was a part of that scaffolding. Strike them 
away, and we havea magnificent country, with 
our power demonstrated, our wealth increas- 
ing, our industry prosperous, nothing but to 
march forward with confidence, with hope in 


Mr. THURMAN addressed the Senate. [His 
remarks will be published in the Appendix. | 

Mr. MORTON. I shall detain the Senate 
but a few moments in asking attention to the 
meaning of the last clause of the first section 
of the fourteenth amendment. I will not dis- 
cuss the question as to the right or power of 
Congress to provide for the admission of col- 
ored men into social clubs; but the question 
arises upon this clause of the fourteenth 
amendment as to what the power of Congress 
is in regard to the substantial rights and 
equality of people in the States. The conclu- 
sion of this section reads thus: 

** Nor shall any State deprive any person of life, 
liberty, or property, without due process of law; 
nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 
equal protection of the laws.” 

I desire to inquire what 1s meant by ‘‘ the 
equal protection of the laws’’ which a State 
shall not deprive any person of? To what 
does the word ‘ protection’’ refer? Does it 
mean that the State shall not deprive a man 
of the equal protection of the law for his per- 
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an? Will any one contend that it shall have 
construction so narrow as that? Will it be 
soptended that it means that a State shall not 


jeprive & person of the equal protection of the | 


ww for his property; that it sball be confined 
to that ’ 
9 State shall deprive any person of the equal 
veotection of the laws, it means substantially 
‘hat uo person shall be deprived by a State of 
the equal benefit of the laws; that the word 


 protection,’’ as there used, means not simply | 


the protection of the person from violence, the 
rotection of his property from destruction, 
byt itis substantially in the sense of the equal 
ienefit of the law; that it is intended to pro- 
mote equality in the States, and it refers to 
she laws of the States. 

[he Senator from Wisconsin said this after- 


oon, in the course of the argument, that the | 


right of trial by jury under State law was not 
suarantied by the Constitution of the United 
states. That is true. This c'ause of the 


Constitution refers to State laws, and provides | 


I submit that when it declares that | 


that whatever law a State may have, the pro- | 


tection and the benefit of that law shall extend 
to all classes. 


right of trial must be extended to all persons, 
gud so far as the benefit of the right of trial 
by jury is concerned, it must belong to all 
persons ; it cannot be confined to a class; in 
other words, the States cannot create inequal- 
ity by their own legislation. That is the mean- 
ing of that clause. It is not simply a matter 
of protection, of standing guard against phys- 
ical violence, against the burning of property, 
against riot; but it means that no State shall 
deprive any person within its jurisdiction of 
the equal benefit of the laws. The word 
‘protection’’ is used, but it is used in this 
broad sense of which I have spoken. 

Now let meillustrate. Take the case of the 
State of Kentucky where colored men are not 
allowed to sit upon ajury. A colored man is 
placed upon trial. He is to betried by a jury 
of white men, perhaps for a wrong inflicted 
upon a white person. He is to be tried by a 
jury that have prejudices of race against him, 
that are now especially, and have been for a 
few years past excited against him because 
he has been attempted to be clothed with new 
rights. I ask if this colored man, to be tried 
by ajury of white men from which all colored 


men are excluded, can be said in any sense to | 


have ‘the equal protection of the law?’ It 
seems to me that here we have a strong illus- 
tration. Here are more than two hundred 
thousand people inthe State of Kentucky who 
have no right to sit upon a jury, although one 
of their own color may be upon trial. J ask 
any impartial mind if it can be said that these 
two hundred thousand people have the equal 
rotection, the equal benefit of the law, or 
lave an equal right under the laws of Ken- 
tucky? To say that they have, it seems to 
me, is to utter an absurdity. 

It is not sufficient to say that the right to sit 
upon a jury is not a privilege that belongs to 
a citizen of the United States. 
the question that we are discussing now. There 
was class legislation in some of the States when 
that amendment was adopted; there is class 
legislation now in several of the States upon 
this and other subjects; and it was intended 
to strike at all class legislation, to provide that 
laws must be general in their effects. If you 
say that a man shall not sit upon a jury unless 
he has so much property, you have a right to 
say that, because that applies to men of all 
races alike; but if you say he shall not sit 
upon a jury because he is a colored man, that 
ecomes class legislation at once, and that 
class of people are not entitled and do not 
receive the equal protection or benefit of the 
laws, 

I am willing to rest this whole question upon 
the construction of this clause of the four- 
teenth amendment. I believe the power to 





If the State of Wisconsin pro- | 
yides for the right of trial by jury, then that | 


That is not || 





cee renner . 


| pass this bill can be derived from other sources, 
| but it is sufficient to derive it from this. 





|| ent thing from freedom in religion. 
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tyranny was toleration, which is a very differ- 
Tolera- 


T have heard this clause of the Constitution || tion taxes all for an establishment, but suffers 
discussed on the floor of the Senate as if the || voluntary societies and conventicles. William, 


word ‘* protection ’’ here, to which everybody 
was to be equally entitled, simply referred to 


| protecting a man against a riot, against assas- 
sination, against violence, or as if it simply 





| involved at all in this discussion. 
| pends upon other conditions. 


| class legislation. 


meant protecting his property against destrue- 
tion—againsta Ku Klux outrage, if you please. 

Mr. THURMAN. As my friend is discuss- 
ing this subject, I should like to ask him one 
question. As I understand him he bases his 
argument upon the last sentence of the first 


section of article fourteen, ** nor deny to any || ation you will find a provision that the States 


person within its jurisdiction the equal protec- || 


tion of the laws.’’ 
Mr. MORTON. 

upon that point. 
Mr. THURMAN. Then I ask the Senator 


whether the law of Ohio and the law, I believe, 


Am I right in that? 


Yes, sir; L am speaking | 


of his own State, which requires that a juror | 


shall be an elector is a denial of the right of 


the persons in Indiana and Ohio who are not || 


electors? Is it a denial of the right of aliens 
who are not yet naturalized and who cannot 


be electors and therefore cannot sit on a jury? } 


Mr. MORTON. 
Mr. THURMAN, 


No, sir. 
Then I wish to call the 


attention of the Senator to the fact that this | 


right is not limited to persons who are citizens. 
The clause reads: ‘‘Nor shall any State 
deprive any person ’’—whether « citizen or 


not—‘‘ of life, liberty, or property, without | 
due process of law; nor deny to any person | 


within its jurisdiction ’’—whether citizen or 


not—‘‘ the equal protection of the laws.’’ How, | 


then, on the Senator’s argument does he keep 
an alien or a woman off a jury? 

Mr. MORTON. ‘The Senator misses the 
very idea involved in tkis amendment; he 
misses the idea of class legislation. Persons 
may suffer disabilities; they may sometimes 
suffer disabilities under a State law for want 
of property; they may suffer it for want of 
legislation; but still there is no class legisla- 


| tion about it; there is no inequality about it. 
| If we read the history of this amendment we 
shall understand precisely what was meant by 


it, that it was intended to promote equality in 
the States, and to take from the States the 
power to make class legislation and to create 
inequality among their people. Therefore it 
provides that no person shall be deprived in 
the jurisdiction of the State of the equal pro- 
tection of the laws, of the equal benefit of the 
laws. 


Prince of Orange, was the earliest and most 
efficient supporter and advocate of religious 
freedom, ane in this country Roger Williams 
and Lord Baltimore disseminated and advo- 
cated the great principle, 

Our fathers were not indifferent to the Chris- 
tian religion. They knew its value; that its 
internal restraints were essential to free gov- 
ernment, and yet declared that religion should 
be entirely free. In the Articles ot Confeder- 


shall defend each other in their religion; and 
in the Constitution we find a provision that 
there shall be no religious test, and wherever 
provision is made for the administration of 
oaths there is always the alternative of an 
affirmation. From the earliest days of our 
history religion has been perfectly free. Every 
denomination, sect, or society, so long as it 
did not violate the peace of society or public 
morals, has been at liberty to adopt what rules, 
tenets, or doctrines it pleased. And it is a 
cardinal principle of Christian churches that 
the head of the church is our Saviour; and 
| in putting forward that great doctrine more 
than atheological truthisannounced; itmeans 
that Government has no control over the 
church. If I should show presently that the 
provisions of this amendment infringe upon 
the doctrine of religious freedom, the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts would join with me 
in striking such provisions from his amend- 
ment. 

The people of this country were not satisfied 
| with the Constitution as originally formed, and 
no sooner was that instrument adopted than 
they added an amendment in these words: 


|| **Congress shall make no law respecting an 
} g 


So far as rights depending upon citizenship | 


are concerned, that is another question not 
That de- 
There are cer- 
tain rights that do depend upon citizenship, 


political and civil rights; but they are not | 
involved in this matter, nor do they amount to | 


tion, and with that I shall conclude what | 
have to say: where a quarter of a million of 
people in a State are deprived of the right to 
sit upon a jury because of their color, are 


But I again put the ques- | 


excepted from the equal benefits of the law | 
because of race, I ask whether it would not be 


broad nonsense to say that they have the equal 
protection of the laws? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. President, 
I have a word to say in reference to the 
application of the amendment of the Senator 
from Massachusetts to churches. In wy judg- 


| ment it is not wise for Congress to begin legis- 


lation on that subject; it is opening a crevice 
which may carry away all the barriers and 
work destruction. Governmental tyranny in 
former ages joined hands with ecclesiastical 
tyranny and by the unholy alliance rivers of 
blood flowed. When our fathers established 
this Government they determined to destroy 
ecclesiastical tyranny by severing it from gov- 
ernmental power. 

The first step that was made in relief of this 


establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
| free exercise thereof.’’ These words do not 
| mean that Congress shall pass no law regu- 
| lating aman’s opiuions or feelings, that tyranny 
could never do. , 
| The words of the constitutional amendment 
do not mean that Congress shall pass no law 
regulating man’s external conduct, for that is 
morality. The ‘‘ exercise of religion’’ means 
worship. It can mean nothing else. So tho 
| Constitution provides that Congress shall pass 
no law prohibiting the free exercise of wor- 
| ship. Now, the Japanese, in California, see 
| proper to make nationality, we will suppose, 
a part of their religion, and to exclude all 
who do not belong to their people from their 
worship; or, the Huguenots of South Caro- 
lina might form a religious society, and one 
of their regulations be that no one should be 
| a member unless a descendant of the Hugue- 
nots; or, the Scotch Presbyterians might de- 
clare that none shall be connected with their 
church unless producing a certificate from the 
church at home; or, the Africans might form 
a church making emancipation an essential to 
membership. It is clearly a restriction upon 
the perfect freedom of religious worship to 
provide that in these cases there shall not 
be liberty to exclude those who do not meet 
the requirements stated. If, in the cases that 
I have supposed, there is a right to exclude 
| those who do not meet the description and 
requirements laid down, then a like right of 
exclusion for other reasons incident to their 
peculiar views belongs to all other churches. 
In answer to this view of the subject it is said 
that the proposed amendment only applies to 
churches that are incorporated. But | ask 
whether that limitation is found in the Consti- 
tution? Does it say that Congress shall pass 


|| no law prohibiting the free exercise of religion 


ti 


| 





to churches that are not incorporated, but may 
pass laws restraining that free exercise when 
| the association is incorporated? If such had 

been the provision of the Constitution all the 
| churches would have been and would now be 
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t 
outside the protection of the Constitution, for | 
all were and are incorporated. We may not 
thus interpolate the Constitution. 

But further, Mr. President, while I think the 
provision is not in accordance with the spirit 
of our institutions or with the Constitution, I 
look upon it as a most dangerous subject to 
open. Neither, sir, does it promote the inter- 
ests of society or the welfare of any class of 
the people. When dealing with the subject 
of religion we have passed beyond the limits 
of human law, and are dealing with spiritual | 
things that reach beyond time. The benefits 
of religion are not to be enforced by penal 
enactments. These benefits have their origin 
and power in kindlier influences. They are | 
conferred from au appreciation of the great 


truth that God has *‘ made of one blood all || 


nations of men for to dwell on all the face of | 
the earth,’’ from a recognition of the brother- 
hood of man and of our accountability at the 
bar of the great Fatherhood. 

Aside from the infringement upon the Con- 
stitution resulting from the disturbance of 
public worship by privileges not freely granted 
being insisted on, it would be a scandal upon 
our Government for a white man to be per- 
mitted to maintain a suit under the laws of 


the United States because a colored commun- || 


ion refused to permit him to enjoy the privi- | 
leges which they in their lowliness and humil- | 
ity desired to enjoy with those who, having 
been the victims of a common sorrow, could 
sympathize with them! The two great doc- | 
trines of human progress and religious free- 
dom should not be antagonized, and we should 
hesitate long before passing the first law affect- 
ing in any manner perfect freedom in the exer- 
cise of religion. 

I desire to support the amendment of the 
Senator from Massachusetts, and the ques- 
tion relating to jurors does not disturb me. 
do not understand that it is the right of a man 
to be a juror, but that it is the right of a large | 
class that their whole class shall not be ex- 
cluded from the jurybox. 1 can vote for the 


amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts |! 


| 


if he will modify its provisions as to churches. |} 


We do not wish to begin to legislate on the 
subject of religion or of worship. 

Ml r. EDMUNDS obtained the floor. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. There is 
some executive business which it is important 
to act upon, and, with the consent of my col- 
league, I move that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business, 

The motion was agreed to. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Horace Porrenr, his Secretary, 
announced that the President had this day 
approved and signed the bill (S. No. 487) to 
exempt the iron steam ice-boats constructed 
by the city of Philadelphia from the inspection 
required by the act of February 28, 1871, enti- 
tled ‘‘An act to provide for the better security 
of life on board of vessels propelled in whole 
or in part by steam, and for other purposes.’’ 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The Senate thereupon proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business. After one 
hour spent in executive session, the doors were 


reopened, and (at five o’clock p. m.) the Senate 
udjourned. 


_ 


| 
PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Tuespay, February 6, 1872. | 
The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer | 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. Burier, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
WILLIAM T. BERRY, 
Mr. MAYNARD, by unanimous consent, 


introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No, 96 
in favor of William T. Berry; which was rea 
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| ja O Ne apeeeiae 
a first and second time, referred to the Com- | the Committee on Foreigu Affairs, and ordera, 
mittee of Claims, and, with the accompany- || to be printed. : 
ing papers, ordered to be printed. | W. F. GARDNER. 


BRIDGE ACROSS TIE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. Mr. L. MYERS also, by unanimous con 


Mr. HAY, by unanimous consent, intro- | sent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1401) fo; 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1392) authorizing the || the relief of Lieutenant W. F. Gardner ; whic, 
construction of a bridge across the Mississippi || WS read a first and second time, referred to 
river at St. Louis, in the State of Missouri ; the Committee on Military Affairs, and Ordere, 
which was read a first and second time, re- || to be printed. 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and PETER MILLS. 


ordered to be printed. Mr. MONROK, by unanimous consent, jp. 
MAIL STEAMSHIP SERVICE WITIL AUSTRALIA, || troduced a bill (H. R. No. 1402) to amend ay 


AWES. by . ‘ . . || act entitled ‘‘An act for the relief of Pete 
Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, intro- | Mills,"’ approved Juce 8, 1884;. which = 


duced a bill (H. Rk. No. 1393) authorizing the | tet ceil ad ti d 
establishment of ocean mail steamship ser- || 7@®¢ 8 Urst and second time, and referred i, 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


vice between the United States and Austra- 
PARIS L. REED. 


lia; which was read a first and second time, | 

referred to the Committee on Commerce, and | Mr. MONROE also, by unanimous consen: 

ordered to be printed. ‘| introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1403) for th» 
relief of Lieutenant Paris L. Reed; which was 


PENSION SERVICE. : 
Mr. COX, by unanimous consent, introduced read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 


a bill (H. R. No, 1894) to promote the economy 
and efficiency of the pension service of the ITAMILTON WOOLEN COMPANY. 
Mr. HOAR, by unanimous consent, intro. 


United States; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on | duced a bill (H. R. No. 1404) for the relief of 
the Hamilton Woolen Company; which was 


Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. | 
read a first and second time, referred tothe Com. 


TRADE WITH BRAZIL. é d 
Mr. COX also, by unanimous consent, intro: || mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


duced a bill (H. R. No. 1895) to promote trade || J. 8. WREN AND W. A. KELLEY. 
with Brazil, and for other purposes; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. TURNER, by unanimous consent, 1». 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 1405) for the ben 
| efit of James S. Wren and William A. Kelley: 
> , ‘ which was read a first and second time, referre: 
Mr. RANDALL. Is not that a subsidy bill? || to the Committee of Claims eo. 
_ Mr. COX. No, sir, there is not a dollar |) he printed. ; 2 
in it. i] 

MARSHALL O, ROBERTS. 


Mr. COX also, by unanimous consent, intro- | 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1396) for the relief of | 
| Marshall O. Roberts; which was read a first | 
and second time, referred to the Committee | : i das 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. || MIAMI INDIAN LANDS IN KANSAS. 


\| 

ee ee ar ae’ I! duced a hill (H. R. No. 1406) to provide fo: 
Mr. ROOSEVELT, by unanimous consent, |! the sale of Miami Indian lands in Kansas; 

introduced a bill (H. Rk. No, 1397) relating to || which was read a first and second time, referred 

the removal of causes into the United States || to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and or- 

courts; which was read a first and second || dered to be printed. 

time, referred to the Committee on Revision || 

of the Laws of the United States, and ordered | 

to be printed. 


REPORT ON STATISTICS. 


GILBERT C. RUSSELL. 


Mr. TURNER, by unanimous consent, also 
poonentee a petition of the heirs of Gilbert C. 


tussell’s estate, for compensation; which was 
| referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. LOWE, by unanimous consent, intro 


CHEROKEE NEUTRAL LANDS. 


Mr. LOWE, by unanimous consent, also 
| introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1407) for the 
4 ; relief of actual settlers upon the Cherokee 
Mr. KELLEY, by unanimous consent, sub- |) neutral lands in Kansas; which was read a 
mitted the following resolution; which was || first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
referred under the law to the Committee on |! tee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 
Printing : || printed. 
Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be || PENSIONS FOR BLACK HAWK WAR. 


j 

| printed seven thousand copies of the report of the \| 

| chief ot the Bureau of Statistics on the customs and || Mr, FARNSWORTH, by request and by 
| tariff legislation of the United States with, append- | unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. K. 
| No. 1408) granting pensions to certain soldiers, 


| 
} 
| 


ixes; four thousand copies for the use of the House, | 
two thousand copies for the use of the Senate, and || aN 
one thousand copies, bound, for tho use of the Treas- | pilots, engineers, and other persons engaged 
ury Department, |} in the Black Hawk war; which was read a 
IRON-SUIP BUILDING. '| first and second time, and referred to the Com: 
Mr. STARKWEATHER, by unanimous | mittee on Invalid Pensions. 
consent, introduced a bill (H.-R. No. 1398) | BRIDGES ACROSS THE MISSISSIPPI. 
for the promotion of iron-ship jo pee: in the || Mr. COTTON. At the close of the morn- 
| ae — 5 tie eee Oe ones ing hour yesterday a bill was being read which 
Cc od ordared thie dinted I had introduced. I ask unanimous consent! 
| Commerce, and ordered to be printed. || that the further reading of the bill be dis- 
MARY R. GILSON. | pensed with, and that it be referred to the 
| Mr. HAZLETON, of Wisconsin, by unani- || Committee on Commerce and ordered to be 
mous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. a eee de. the bill (H.R 
1399) for the relief of Mary R. Gilson, mother || 0 objection being made, the bill (H. h. 
‘of Edward D. Gilson, deceased; which was || No, 1888) to authorize the construction and 


‘read a first and second time, and referred to maintenance of a bridge over the Mississipp: 


| the Committee on Invalid Pensions. river, between Carroll or Whitesides county, 
Illinois, and Jackson or Clinton county, Iowa, 

TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION. and to establish the same as a post road, was 
Mr. L. MYERS, by unanimous consent, || referred to the Committee on Commerce and 
| introduced a bill (H. R. No, 1400) to encour- || ordered to be printed. 


|age and promote telegraphic communication || Mr. COTTON, by unanimous consent, also 
betwéen America, Asia, and Europe; which || introduced a bill (H. R. No. 1409) authorizing 





was read a first and second time, referred to || the construction of a bridge over the Missis 


1872. 
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snpi river at Muscatine, Iowa; which was 


! 
were recommitted to the Committee on the 


oad a first and second time, referred to the | 


(ommittee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
f rinted. 
ARSENAL AT ROME, NEW YORK. 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I ask unani- 


sous consent to report back from the Com- | 


mittee on Appropriations House bill No. 792, | 


+) authorize the sale of the arsenal at Rome, 
New York, and to appropriate the proceeds, 
and that the same be referred to the Commit- 
ee on Public Buildings and Grounds. ° 

Mr. SLOCUM. 1 suggest that this bill 
hould be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, as that committee already has the 
subject under consideration. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
who introduced the bill conferred with me, and 
suggested that the bill should go to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, be- 
cause the chief point of the bill was the con- 
struction of a building there. 


Mr. SLOCUM. ‘The Committee on Mili- 


The gentleman | 


tary Affairs have been considering the subject. | 


Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. I have no 
objection to the reference of the bill to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

The bill was accordingly referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


JOSEPH HILL AND SON. 


Mr. SARGENT, by unanimous consent, in- | 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 1410) for the relief | 


of Joseph Hill & Son; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 


C. GREEN AND H.C. TRAINER. 


Mr. COGHLAN, by unanimous consent, in- | 
troduced a bill (H. R. No. 1411) for the relief | 


of Christopher Green and Hugh C. Trainer; 

which was read a first and second time, and 

referred to the Committee of Claims. 
PENSIONS FOR WAR OF 1812. 

Mr. STORM, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1412) granting pen- 
sions to certain widows of soldiers of the war 
of 1812; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions and War of 1812, and 
ordered to be printed. 


IRA BUCKMAN. 


Mr. SLOCUM, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. No. 1413) granting a pen- 


sion to [ra Buckman; which was read a first | 


and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. W. R. ROBERTS. 
lar order of business. 

The SPEAKER. 2 
unfinished business of yesterday, in relation 
to the drawing of seats. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Will the gentleman 
withdraw that call till I can report a couple 
of bills from the Judiciary Committee for print- 
ing and recommittal ? 


Mr. W. R. ROBERTS. I will do so. 
COLONEL FRANCIS VIGO. 


I call for the regu- 


Mr. VOORHEES, by unanimous consent, 
from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported 
back a joint resolution (H. R. No. 74) referring 
the claim of the heirs and legal representatives 
of Colonel Francis Vigo, deceased, to the Court 
of Claims for readjustment; and the same was 
ordered to be printed, and recommitted. 


TAX ON INCOMES OF STATE OFFICERS. 
Mr. VOORHEES, by unanimous consent, 


also reported back from the Committee on the 
Judiciary House bill No. 978, in reference to 


the income tax collected from officers under | 


State governments; andthe same was ordered 
to be printed, and recommitted. 
Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the 


votes by which the joint resolution and bili 


42p Cona. 2p Szess.— No, 54. 





| Judiciary; and also moved that the motion 


to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
MILITARY POSTS NOT NEEDED. 

Mr. DICKEY, from the Committee on Aps 
propriations, by unanimous consent, reported 
the following resolution ; which was read, con: 
sidered, and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of Wat be requested 
to inform the House of Representatives what mili- 


tary posts in the United States may, in his opinion, 
be disposed of without injury to the service. 


ELECTION CONTEST——-SCHENCK VS. CAMPBELL. 
Mr. SHELLABARGER. I ask unanimous 
consent to present a memorial and to submit 
a resolution, not for action, but for reference 
to the Committee of Elections. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That in the caseof the notice, by Robert 
C. Schenck, of the contest of the seat of Lewis D. 
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Mr. RANDALL. Well, I do now object. 
Let it come in in the usual form. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If my colleague—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania objects. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. AIII desire is—— 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania objects. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. He will permit me 





——$————=» 


to make a statement in reply to my colleague. 


Mr. W. R. ROBERTS. ‘This matter is con- 
suming time, and we want to proceed to the 
regular order of business. 

Mr.SHELLABARGER. All that we desire 
is that this matter may be referred properly to 


| the Committee of Elections; no action what- 


| CAMPBELL, of the third district of Ohio, leave is || 
hereby given to the said contestant, and to the | 
electors of said district who may desire to prosecute | 


said contest, within five days from this date to file 


|| an amended notice of the ground of such contest, 


The regular order is the | 








and that the said sitting member shall make, ac- 
cording to law, answer to such notice within five 
days after service upon him, or his attorney, of a 


| copy of such amended notice; and the said party 





contesting shall have right to take testimony in 
said case during ten days after the expiration of said 
time for answer; and the sitting member shall have 


ten days thereafter to take testimony in answer | 


thereto, and the said contestant shall thereafter || 


have five days in which to take testimony in reply. | 


Mr. RANDALL. I object to this resolu- 
tion, in order to allow the sitting member 
[Mr. CAMPBELL] an opportunity to make a 


| Statement. 


Mr. SHELLABARGER., 
privileged question? 
The SPEAKER. 

privileged ? 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. 
information. 

The SPEAKER. It is not a privileged ques- 
tion. The privilege of an election case is 
exhausted with its reference to the committee. 
Whatever the committee may choose to report 
is privileged, but not what a member may 
choose to offer for reference. 

Mr. RANDALL. This is a new contest. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. It is not a new 
contest. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
new contest. 

The SPEAKER. On the call for resolu- 
tions on Monday morning resolutions of this 
kind or for reference to other committees may 
be offered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 


Is not this a 


I asked only for 


It isin the nature of a 


I hope that my col- 


| league will withdraw the resolution, and have 





the memorial and accompanying papers re- 

ferred to the committee, in order that I may 

have an opportunity of seeing what they are. 
Mr. SHELLABARGER. Thatisall I have 


| asked; I have not asked to have the resolution 


acted on now. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, I hold the 


| right of petition to be most saered; and if any 
| of my constituents have even at this late day 


sent here a petition for the purpose of dis- 
turbing me in the enjoyment of my seat, or 
even if it were to the extent of asking that I 
be taken and hanged to the nearest lamp-post, 


| I should insist upon the reception of the peti- 


tion and its reference to an appropriate com- 


mittee. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from 


| Ohio, in connection with the resolution, pre- 


sents a petition which he desires to have 
referred. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
have objected. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman 
object to the presentation of the petition? 

Mr. RANDALL. I have already objected. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman could not 
have objected to the petition, because it had 
not been presented to the House, 


It is out of order, and I 


Upon what ground is it | 





manded. 


| forthwith place ina 





ever is asked upon the question now. I trust 
there will be no objection. 

Mr. RANDALL. I have objected, and still 
continue to object. 

Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. 
consent to introduce a bill. 
DRAWING FOR SKATS. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is de- 
The House resumes as the regular 
order the consideration of the following resolu- 
tion, reported from the Committee on thé 
Rules: 

Resolved, That the following be added to the rules 
of the House: 

Rute’—. Whenever the seats shall have been 
drawn no proposition shall be in order for a second 
drawing during the same Congress: Provided, That 
this rule shall not apply to the Forty-Second Con- 
gress, 

To this resolution the gentleman from Ver- 
mont [Mr. PoLanp] moved an amendment by 
striking out the proviso. The gentleman from 
Connecticut [Mr. StaRKWEATHER] moved to 
amend by adding as an additional proviso what 
will be read by the Clerk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided further, That the Clerk of the House do 
box the name of each member 
and Delegate of the House of Representatives writ- 
ten upon a separate slip of paper; that he then pro- 
ceed, in the presence of the House, to draw from the 
said box, one ata time, the said slips of paper, and 
as each seat, is drawn he shall announce the name 
of the member or Delegate upon it, who shall choose 
his seat for the present Congress: Provided, That 
before said drawing shall commence the Speaker 
shall cause each seat to be vacated, and shall see 
that every seat continues vacant utitil it is selected 
under this order, and that every seat, after having 
been selected, shall be deemed forfeited if left unoc- 
cupied before the calling of the roll is finished. 

The SPEAKER. The pending question is 
on seconding the previous question, which was 
called by the gentleman from Connecticut, 
[Mr. SraRKWEATHER. ] 

Mr. STARKWEATHER. I now withdraw 
my amendment, and renew it with the addition 
of the following proviso: 


I ask unanimous 


And be it further provided, That the Sergeant-at- 
Arms shall, when their names are announced, select 
seats for Messrs. Scorretp, MeCrary, H. BoarpDMAN 
Smiru, ArcHerR, and R. MiLTon SPkER, who are 
absent by order of the House. 


Il now renew the demand for the previous 


| question. 


The SPEAKER. The question is on sec- 
onding the demand for the previous question. 
Mr. POLAND. I desire to move the post- 
ponement of this subject until Friday next. 
The SPEAKER. That motion is not in ordet 
pending the demand for the previous question. 
Mr. STEVENSON. I move to amend 
The SPEAKER. No amendment is in order 
pending the demand for the previous question. 
Mr. STEVENSON. I want to ask the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut whether he will not 
agree that before we draw seats the desks shall 
be rearranged? I understand the architect of 
the Capitol has a plan by which two rows of 
seats can be dispensed with, so that we can all 
be brought together within reasonable bounds. 
Mr. STARKWEATHER. We have heard 
before about that plan. These gentlemen have 
kept us from doing anything for four weeks. 
Mr. STEVENSON. Let it be done on 
Monday next. 


Mr. STARK WEATHER. 





I do not propose 
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to modify my proposition at all. First let us | Herndon, Hibbard, Hoar, Holman, Houghton, King, | son, Rusk, Sargent, Sessions, Shanks, Shells 


. ‘ J abarger 
draw for seats; and then if gentlemen want to | | Zampert. Lansing, Leach, Lewis, Lowe. Manson, | Shober, Slocum, John A 
« if ‘ * * = . 


| ; . Smith, Snapp, Tho Mas 
, | i || Marshall, McClelland, McCormic k, McGrew, Me J. Speer, Starkweather, Stevens, Storm, St, owe] 

rearrange the desks it can be done. Henry, McIntyre, McJunkin, McNeely, Mi trick, Strong, Sutherland, Sw: ann, Washington Townsend’ 

ir. STEVENSON. If you consent to a |} Monroe, Morey, Morgan, Leonard Myers, Negley, | Turner, Voorhees, Waddell, Walden, W 


L r _ Walls, War. 
rearrangement I will vote with you; other- || Orr: Palmer, Hosea W. Parker, Peck, Pendleton, | ren, Wells, Whitthorne, Jeremiah M Wiis 
rearré "4 i 7 ‘ EB 





ab M. on, W 
Hi Perry, John M. Rice, Ritchie, William R. and Young—ll7.. ood, 
wise, not. Roberts, Robinson, Rusk, Sargent, Sessions, Slocum, NAYS—Messrs. Banks, Barber, Beatty, Bie res, 
rhe que stion being taken on ordering the John A. Smith, Snapp, Thomas J. Speer, Stark- Austin B blair, Jame 2s LB " ur Drignt. Teme 3 Brooks 
; -. weather, Storm, Strong, Sutherland, Swann, Sypher, sutinton, Benjamin sutler impbell, Coy 
previous g a “ ion, it was declared agreed to. Washington Townsend, Turner, Voorhees, Waddell, || Crossland, Davis, Dununell, Ely, Forker, Ch: = ", 
Mr. KERR called for tellers. Walden, Walls, Warren, Whitthorne, Jeremiah M. | Foster, Frye, Garfield, Garrett, Haldeman, Hale 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Kerr and || Wilson, and Young—111. Halsey, Handley, Harmer, Harper, George E. Har. 
Mr STARKWEATHER were ap inte d. NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Are he sr, Barry, ris, John W. Uazle ton, Hooper, Kelle sv, Ke ‘tcham, 
Pr, OTAR ; om I || Comingo, Cox, Dawes, De Large, Elliott, Henry || Killinger, Lamison, Lynch, McHenry, Mercur, 
[he House divided; and the tellers report- || p. Foster, Hill, Kellogg, Kendall, Kinsella, May- | Merriam; Morey, Negley, ene Packard, Packe 
ed—ayes 105, noes 89. nard, McCrary, ee Benjamin KF. Mey- _ ac C cplarker, Eeroe 2 sli Perry. Peters, Poland’ 
: , wy: —e . ers, Mitchell, Potter, Rainey, Rogers, Scofield, Shel- orter, Price, Prindle inda ead, Edwar 
So the previous question was s¢ conded. 3 don, Shober, Shoemaker, H. Bo: irdm: in Smith, Sny- Rice, John M. Rice, Ritchie, Eliis H. Robe rts, San 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. 1 wish to make a parlia- || der, R. Milton Speer, Stevens, Stevenson, Stowell, || yer, Slater, Worthington C. 


Smith, Snyder, Stoug h- 
Tatie, Terry, Thomas, Twic hell, ‘Tyner, U pson 
Van ‘Trump, Wakeman. Wallace, W heeler, White 


mentary inquiry. I understand there is some || St. John, taffe, Dwight Townsend. Tuthill, || ton, 
neement ta thé‘ Bloaes. oc which etn ae Vaughan, Williams of New York, and Wood,—38. 
arrangement it > use, , “ 


une fh So the H 1 ibteell te law thd cussiion Ga ley, Willard. and John T. Wilson—75. 
made, by which individual members can take 0Oo bl ouse reiused LO lay the question on . NOT VOTING—Messrs. Adame. Amn, Archer, 
aents in the anace tween the desk om the table, darry, Comingo, Cox, Creely, Dawes, De La; ge, 
its in the space be ween he de ks. 1 wish Siti avin: Mace iP Dox, Edwards, Eliiott, Henry D. Foster, Hay: 
to know whether that can be done without an || Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I move |} Hill’ Kellogg, Kendall. Kinsella. Lamport, McCrary” 
order of the House? || to reconsider the vote just taken, and on that || Benjamin I. Meyers, Mitchell, Moore, Platt, Potter’ 
fhe SPEAKER. It has not been the prac- || | motion | demand the veas and nays. | Rainey, Rogers, Roosevelt, Scofield, Seeley, Shel- 
th } N STARKWEATHER. Is it i ] don, Sherwood, Shoemaker, Sloss, Boardman 
tice of the Chair to rule where members shall | Ir. STARK tA S it In order || smith. R. Milton Spe er, Sprague, je St. 
place their chairs. | for the gentleman to make any such motion, || John, Sypher. Dwight Townsend, Tuthill, V: aughan 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I understand it will | especially when he holds the seat he does |) Waldron, Williams of Indiana, Williams of New 
ne . a || York, and Winchester—47. 
affect the next vote, and that arrangements || from courtesy 4 ol), eis oe sid sos 
have been made among some of the members | Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. The dif- |) - he motion to reconsider was laid on the 
to fill the spaces with their chairs, so as to || ficulty, then, is that the House drew for seats || ‘9°: 
bring them nearer the Speaker. I wish to || when I was absent, although my name drew | EDUCATIONAL FUND, 
know whether that can be done without an || the seventh seat. The SPEAKER. The hour of half past one 
order of the House, if it be objected to by any | The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman from || having arrived, the House resumes the 
»mber ? 
member ? 


COn- 


|| Massachusetts vote with the prevailing side? || sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 1048) to es 
Mr. COX. It willdepend very much onthe || Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. I did ; 


tablish an educational fund, and to apply the 
size of the members. i voted no. Iam defending my altar and my || proces ds of the public lands to the education 
The SPEAKER. If anindividual case was || hearth-stone as well as I can. [Laughter. ] of the people. The gentleman from Minne. 
raised at the proper time the Chair wouldrule || Mr. ELDRIDGE. Does he do that to facil- || sota [Mr DunneLL] has the floor. 
ape n it, but as the previous question has been || itate the public business, or for the purpose Mr. HOLMAN. [ rise to make a parlia- 
‘conded, the Chair does not know how itcan || of filibustering and preventing the House from || mentary inguiry. Is it in order to move to 
now be obtruded upon the House. coming to a vote? postpone the consideration of this order? 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. As I have said, it will |} The SPEAKER. The question is on the || The SPEAKER. It is not. 
affect the next vote to be taken, and I insist |) 


motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, || Mr. HOLMAN. 


I desire to make a further 
Mr. Bur ier, |] to reconsider the vote by which ||} inquiry. 
7 i a 


that no one can do that if objection be made. If the House should now adjourn, 


Phe SPEAKER. The gentleman will per- 


| the House retused to lay the whole subject on || what effect would that have on the special 
ceive that he presents a hypothetical case. || the table. | order now pending, and on the business which 
Mr. KILLINGER. I move to lay thewhole |} Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. On that just previously was before the House ? 
subject upon the table. || motion I call for the yeas and nays. | She SPEAKER. If the House should now 
Mr. STARKWEATHER. We areentitled |) Mr. GETZ. Mr. Speaker, would it be in || adjourn, this order would 


entirely lose its 


to a vote, and I hope we will be allowed to There would be no 
have it. I rose for that purpose when || day fixed for its consideration. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on the 


| the amit from Massachusetts [Mr. Bur- || Mr. HOLMAN. What would be the effec 
motion to lay upon the table, and by the || i 


Ler} made his motion to reconsider, but the || on the resolution in regard to the drawing ot 


| order to move to lay the motion to reconsider | place on the Calendar. 
on the table? 


sound the ayes have it. |} Chair did not recognize me. 


| seats? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. Idemand |} The SPEAKER. The gentleman from || The SPEAKER. That would come up 
tellers. || Pennsylvania [Mr. Getz] moves to lay on the || again as unfinished business until disposed of. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. But ier of || table the motion to reconsider. || Mr. HOLMAN. I move, then, that the 
Massachusetts, and Mr. Speer of Georgia, || Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts. On that || House do now adjourn. 
were appointed. || motion I call for the yeas and nays. | The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not on 

The House divided ; and the tellers report- } Mr. W. R. ROBERTS. I protest against || the floor. The gentleman from Minnesota 
ed—ayes 80, noes 96. 


|, the occupying of the public time in this way 


has the floor. The Chair has recognized him, 
Mr. BUTLER, of Massachusetts, demanded || by the minority of the House, 


[Laughter.] || but the Chair is always ready to hear parlia- 
the yeas and nays. | The SPEAKER brought down the ‘gavel. | mentary inquiries 
The yeas and nays were ordered. | Mr. W. R. ROBERTS, (while the gavelwas'|| Mr. DUNNEL 1% yield for a few min- 


The question was taken; and it was decided || rapping.) If they think they will accomplish || utes to the gentleman from Mississippi, [ Mr. 
in the negative-—yeas 90, nays 111, not voting || anything by this, they will find themselves || Perce,] who desires to offer an amendment. 
38; as follows: | mistaken. | Mr. PERCE. I move to insert at the 

YEAS—Messrs. Arthur, Banks, Barber, Beatty, || The SPEAKER. Gentlemen who speak || end of section eleven the following additional 
Biggs, Bingham, Austin Blair, James G. Blair, |! out of order must run a race with the gavel, || proviso: 

Bright, James Brooks, Buffinton, Burdett, Campbell, And provided further, That this bill shall in nowise 


; Laughter.] The Chair will not permit it {| 

Conger, Crossland, Darrall, Davis, Dunnell, Ely, | [ ; . ; : | . a fet 

Farnsworth, Forker, Charles Foster, Frye, Gar- | Ihe yeas and nays were ordered on the || ar any oa law con, Se toe of the 
oe. Garrett, Geiletey. Se ee Halsey, || motion to lay on the table the motion to recon- | ie an sh unde or proceeds, either by way of 
landley, Harmer, Harper, George E. Harris, Hay, sider. | homestead reservation or grants to States or other- 


John W. Hazleton, HLooper, Ke lle sy, Kerr, Ketcham, 1] mn ‘ ‘ ° i| ves 
Killinger, Lamison, Lynch, McKee, Mercur, Mer- || rhe question was taken; and it was decided | 1] bd sch bee onsidere : os preretne ony epewiion 
riam, Moore, Morphis, Niblack, Packard, Packer, || in the affirmative—yeas 117, nays 75, not vot- || ¥""° Venere anny DOTGAer S80 Bt te ~— ~ 
Isaac ©. Parker, Perce, Aaron I. Perry, Peters, Platt, ing 47: as follows: [ desire to say but one word. The com- 
Poland, Porter, Price, Prindle, Randall, Read, Ed- 5 | mittee do not think this amendment necessary 
ward Y. Rice, Ellis H. Roberts, Roosevelt, Sawyer, || _YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Ambler, Arthur, Averill, mit co. 2D aT a ea. scessary. 
eat eaees. Shellabarger, Sherwood, Slater, Bar oom. Beck, pall. maverieee, Big>y. Bingham, || 7 hey do not think the bill in any wise inter- 
Sloss, Worthington C. Smith, Sprague, Stoughton | Bird raxton, George M. Brooks, Buckley, Bur- || feres with previous or subsequent disposition 
Terry, Thomas, Twichell, Tyner, U pson, Van Trump, chard, Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, Caldwell, Car- ry, Me 4 I 


Wakeman, Waldron, Wallace, Wells, Wheeler, || roll, William T. Clarke, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, of the public lands, but apprehensions of that 
Whiteley, Willard, Williams of Indiana, John T. 


W Winn Coburn, Gestion Conner, + Cotton. Crebs, Critcher, || kind have been manifested on the part of some 

ileon, and Winchester—90, | Darrall, Dickey, Donnan, Du_Bose, Duell, Duke, e on. We deem i 11 

NAYS—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Ambler, Averill, || Eames, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Farwell, Finkelnbnreg, & utleme - h ee it proper to put this 
Barnum, Beck, Bell, Beveridge, Bigby, Bird, Brax- || Wilder D. Foster, Getz, Golladay, Goodrich, Griffith, proviso in the ee 
ton, Geores _ Brooks, ae Kley Burchard, Ben- || ee ee John ia Harris, Ha- Mr. FINKELNBURG. Let meask the gen- 
jamin F, Butler, Roderic - Butler, Caldwell, || vens, Hawley, Hays, Gerry azleton, Herefor >man if this aine ent is in fi ‘uture 
Carroll, William T. Clarke, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, || Herndon, Hibbard, Hoar, Holman, Houghton, Kerr, | Semen m= thi PS “— “i ro eee oe, 
Coburn, Coehlan, Conner, Cotton, Crebs, Creely, || King, Lansing, Leach, Lewis, Lowe, Manson, Mar- || ‘0d grants, and whether he bad not better 
Critcher, Dickey, Donnan, Dox, DuBose, Duell, |} shall, Maynard, McClelland, McCormick, McGrew, | leave that out? 

S dig Duke, Eames, Edwards, Eldridge, Farwell, Fink- || McIntyre. McJunkin, McKee, McKinney, MeNeely, | Mr. DUNNELL. 

ie ; elnburg, Wilder D. Foster, Getz, Goodrich, Griffith, || Merrick, Monroe, Morgan, Morphis Leonard My- | , 

Hambleton, Hancock, Hanks, John T, Harris, Ha- 














I yield for three minutes 





, ers, Orr, Palmer, Hosea W. Parker, Peck, Pendle- || 0 the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Smeu.a- 
; . veus, Hawley, Hays, Gerry W. Hazleton, Hereford, || ton, Aaron F. Perry, William R, Roberts, Robin- BARGER. } 
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yumber of members around me that a state- 
ment which I made the other day in regard to | 
this bill was misunderstood, and lam requested 
1 make a statement in regard to it which I do 
with pleasure. «© t 

] stated that this bill forever dedicated and 
set apart for the purpose of the education of 
the people the public lands of the United States. 
It was understood that thereby | meant to main- 
tain that the bill would withdraw all the public 
lands from the right»of entry for homestead 
purposes and any and every other purpose to 
which Congress might devote the public lands. 
if | was so understood it was clearly an erro- 
neous understanding, as any gentleman will see 
who will read the provision of the second sec- 
tion. It provides that ‘* the Secretary of the 
Interior shall cause an account to be taken 
upon the close of each fiscal year, and ascer- 
tain the total receipts from the sale or other 
disposition of the public lands of the United 
States, including all fees received at the gen- 
eral and district land offices during such year, 
and the amount of expenditures incurred or 
occasioned by the survey, sale, location, en- 
try, or other disposition of such lands during 
the year,’’ &c. it will be seen from that sec- 
tion that it is the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands after the payment of expenses that 
are so dedicated, and that if any lands are 
unsold, either because they have been taken 
under the homestead right or because they 
are taken under any other provision of law, 
there wiH be no proceeds of sales, and hence 
this bill, as it only relates to and confines 
itself to the matter of appropriating the net 
proceeds of the sale, cannot affect any home- 
stead rights, or other appropriation of lands 
that may be made by law, which would with- 
draw the lands from the production of pro- 
ceeds. That, I think, is a full statement of 
all I desire to say. The biil will neither 
affect homestead rights nor any other rights 
secured by law. 

Mr. DUNNELL. 1 yield now to the gen- 
tleman from Vermont:for a moment. 

Mr. POLAND. lL offerthe following amend 
ment, to come in at the end of the first section: 


Provided, That this act shall not Have any effect 
to repeal, impair, or suspend any law authorizing 
the preémption of public lands or entry of public 
lands for homesteads, nor as limiting in any man 
ner the power of Congress to alter or extend the 
right of homesteads upon such lands. 


Mr. DUNNEDL.L. Mr. Speaker, the bill now 
under consideration received my sanction as 
a member of the Committee on Kducation and 
Labor, and I feel like supporting it here. I 
shall do so by my vote. Some things, how- 
ever, have been said in the course of the dis- 
cussion of this bill to which | call attention, 
and if they are correct | should not feel like | 
supporting the bill, as | now desire to do. 

The gentleman from Ohio [{Mr. SHELLA- 
BARGER] this morning has made an explana- 
tion in relation to the remarks which he made 
the other day, and which I felt that he was || 
bound to make, because this bill is not at all 
open to the construction which he gave to it. 
Simply the proceeds of the sales of the public 
iands are dedicated for this purpose, to aid in | 
all the States in the establishment of free 
education. I have myself never questioned 
but what it was in the power of Congress to 
dedicate the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands for such a purpose. Years ago Con- 
gress by act gave to the new States, many of 
them, one section, and many others two sec- 
tions in each township for educational pur- 
poses. That provision of law was never ques- 
tioned, the constitutionality of it even at that 
time, nor is it questioned at the present time. 

Some amendments have been indicated here | 
to which I wish to call the attention of the | 
House fora moment. Some of those amend- | 
ments, I think, should not receive the consid- | 
eration and approval of this House. If this | 
bill is worth anything it is because it is in the | 


Mr. SHELLABARGER. I was told by a | 
| 


| education ; 


interest of universal education, free education 
to all the children in the land, no matter what 
may have been their former condition, no 
matter what may be their color; their free 
education, because they are a part and parcel 
of the people of the country about which we 
are legislating, and in the interest of which 
we purpose to legislate. 

An amendment has been indicated to this 
bill by the gentleman from Georgia, | Mr. 
McIntyre, ] to the effect that the proceeds of 
the sales of these public lands should be used 
for the endowment of a university in each ot 
the States to which this money shall go. Uni- 
versity education is well, but it in no way 
compares with a system of free universal edu 
cation. Here in this House, in our judgment, 


| common-school education should tower higher 
| and immensely above anything like university 


education. I would say that university educa- 
tion reaches only the few. We purpose by this 
bill to reach the many. The many ought to 
claim our attention in legislation, and not the 
few. The gentleman from Indiana, [ Mr. 
KERR, ] who spoke in Opposition to this bill 
the other day, made one point which I confess 
had its weight upon my mind. 

Mr. W. Kk. ROBERTS. Will the gentleman 
allow me one question? 

Mr. DUNNELL. I will. 

Mr. W. R. ROBERTS. The gentleman 
speaks of free education. Does this bill pro- 
pose to give a portion of this fund to schools 
of the different religious denominations; or 
does it purpose to exclude the different reli- 
gious denominations from a participation in 
this fund? The gentleman speaks of free 
[ wish to inquire if the schools 
of religious denominations are excluded ? 

Mr. DUNNELL. As such they are ex- 
cluded. 

Mr. W. R. ROBERTS. 
free education. 


Mr. DUNNELL. 


Then this is not for 


The schools of religious 


; denominations as such are excluded from a 


participation in this fund. They are in no 
sense included in the income from the revenues 
derived from the sixteenth and thirty-sixth 


| sections under the laws as already passed. As 


denominational schools they are excluded, for 


they are not schools free to all, and if in their 
organization these schools shut out a single 
child, then they are in no way to be benefited 
by this bill. 

| was alluding to an objection urged against 
this bill by the gentieman from Indiana, [ Mr. 
Kerr.| His objection is that there would not 
be time enough, by 1878, or two months after 


| the adjournment of the Legislatures of the 


southern States that might be in session in the 
winter of 1872, given to some of these States 
in the South to put themselves in a condition 
to accept this fund; that it was too soon to 
ask them to organize a system of public educa- 
tion and put themselves within the reach of 
this bill. 


i admit that that objection was well 
taken. 


{ would be willing to have this bill 


| amended by striking out ‘* 18738,”’ and insert- 


ing in lieu thereof **1874.’’ I think the bill 
might at least be amended that much, and 
thereby be improved. 

The same gentleman alluded to the bill as sub- 
stantially recognizing the doctrine of national 
supervision. | see nothing at all in the bill 
that recognizes the idea that the General Gov 
ernmeut shall interfere with school matters in 
any of our States. [am unable to talk as elo- 
quently and tersely as the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Kerr, } but I have it in my mind 
to express myself as emphatically as he can 
do in opposition to anything like a system of 
national supervision of schools. I do not 
believe in it. I believe that in Minnesota we 
can handle our schools very much better than 
the General Government can do. The schools 
in Indiana can be handled by them there bet- 
ter than the General Government can do it. I 
do not support this bill upon any such theory, 
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and if there were in this bill the slightest 
trace of what the gentieman objects to, then I 
would vote againstit. [believe that these edu- 
cational institutions should be State institu- 
tions, emphatically, purely, entirely. But, Mr. 
Speaker, I see nothing in this bill which jus- 
tihes the construction which the gentleman 
puts upon i 

Now, it cannot be denied that there are in 
some portions of this country needs in the line 
of general education. I will not use language 
here which shall offend anybody. I desire to 
take no partisan or local view of this question ; 
but the fact cannot be denied that in some 
parts of the country there are wants in relation 
to the matter of public education. No gen 
tleman here can deny that in some of the 
States there is not what may be called a full- 
blown, vigorous, well-organized system of 
popular education. In many of the States 
of this Union the educational system has no 
head, no parts, no soul. 

I do not refer to this because those States 
were once in rebellion. They are new back 
again with all their rights and privileges. They 
are a part of this great Republic, and as such 
they are either elements of strength or ele 
ments of weakness. If they have well-devel- 
oped systems of public education, whether 
North or South, amen. If they have not well 
developed systems of public education either 
North or South, then should this Government 
feel a profound interest in the question, be- 
cause, as the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[ Mr. Hoar] has well said, ignorance is blind 
ness. We need all that general education can 
give us, whether in the North or in the South. 
Mr. Speaker, in my judgment the wants of any 
locality are the wants of the whole. If there 
be a State in the South that has not the means 
of building up a system of education, let us 
help that State if we can. 

There are some who give this bill more im 
portance than | do, yet | consider it important 
enough to be entitled to my most cordial in 
dorsement and support. What is this measure? 
The gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. 
PaRKER,] whom | respect, and who has the 
honor to represent a State in which there is 
less illiteracy than any other State of the Union, 
(such was its record in 1860; I do not know 
what the record is by the statistics of 1870,) is 
to be congratulated in that he represents such 
a State. The point which the gentleman from 
New Hampshire made the other day against 
this bill was that it would give to some States 


| but a few thousand dollars. To Tennessee, 


for instance, it would give forty or fifty thou 
sand dollars. But no matter whatthe amount 


| may be, if it be only $10,000, if that $10,000 


shall warm into life a system that shall ulti 
mately culminate in a well-organized scheme 
of free education it will have done its work, 
and I will vote for it as readily as though the 
donation were half a million. With this educa- 
tional want staring me in my face, and with 


| the hope and belief that that small sum might 


work that grand result, | am unable to with 
hold my vote. It needs sometimes justa little 


| sum of money to be the kernel, so to speak, 


trom which there shall germinate and spring 
into being a full and well-rounded system. 

Mr. PARKER, of New Hampshire. Wil! 
the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques 
tion ? 

Mr. DUNNELL. My time is nearly ex- 
hausted, and [ have one or two other points 
which I wish to make. If the gentleman’s 
question is a brief one, I will yield. 

Mr. PARKER, of New Hampshire. Does 
the gentleman regard it as necessary to give 
the northérn States three dollars in order to 
put one dollar into the possession of the south- 
ern States? 

Mr. DUNNELL. I do not consider it ne- 
cessary to give the northern States anything. 

Mr. PARKER, of New Hampshire. Why, 
then, do you do it? 
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Mr. DUNNELL. We do not want any of 
the money in our State. Thanks to the Gen- 
era] Government, we have received for educa- 


tional purposes two sections of land to the 


town line; and we have prospectively a fund 
of $15,000,000. We guarded our educational 
fund by wise legislation; and no part of our 
chool lands has been sold at less than five 
dollars an acre, and none can be. We donot 
want it. But suppose we were to put intothe 
Lilla provision giving the proceeds of these 
public lands to a mere section of the country, 
then it would be argue d that these lands be- 
long to the people, to all of the people, and 
the proceeds must be divided according to 
population, 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Let me ask the 
gentleman a question. The bill says the pro 
ceeds of the public lands are to be consecrated 
forever to the purposes of education. Does 
that mean that the public lands hereafter are 
all to be sold, and the proceeds kept for that 
urpose |; 

Mr. DUNNELL. I do not understand that 
the bill interferes at all with the policy of the 
past, or with the policy of the future with 
regard to the publie lands. If I believed 
that by voting for this bill | should indirectly 


at any time lessen the liberality of our legisla- 
tion in regard to the actual settlers or the 


soldier, to whom I trust that Congress will 
grant a bounty, I would not vote for it. Nor 
would I vote for it if thereby Congress would 
be less ready to vote lands for needed internal 
de velopment. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. You say here that 
the proceeds of the public lands shall be forever 
consecrated to this purpose. What does that 


mean if it does not mean that all the public 
jands are to be sold? 


Mr. DUNNELL. 
entry, and location. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
ceeds of the public lands.”’ 

the public lands. 


Mr. DUNNELL. 


Che proceeds of sale, 


The proceeds as now 
} 


Land Office. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


This says ‘*the public lands,’’ and that of 
course means all of the public lands. 

Mr. DUNNELL. The proceeds of so many 
of the public lands as may be sold are to be 
consecrated to the purpose of education. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to make one or two 
other points before 1 close. I support this 
bill from the hope that it will furnish some 
good stimulus to the organization of public- 
school systems in those States where that sys- 
tem is most needed. The sum is said to be 
small, It may prove enough to bring about 
the needed organization. But £500 were given 
by Harvard, and out of it has sprung Harvard 
college. But asmall sum may do the work. 
One, or two, or five, or ten, or twenty, or forty | 
educational people in those States may gather | 
about this sum, and persevere in the work of 
organization, and it will widen and spread, | 
hope, until we find in those States well devel- 
oped public-school systems. With this hope | 
| support this bill, as voting nationally and | 
not locally. . We want universal education in | 
this Republic. We want educated masses. 
Ignorance is fearful. Itis to be dreaded every- | 
where. Let light go forth. Let education 
everywhere triumph; free education, universal 
education. 


|| that I confess the illiteracy of my own State 


I! 70,534. 
reported to us from year to year by the General | 


If the public lands | 
are not sold, how do you get any proceeds? | 
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believe no proposition has ever been offered 
to this House which seemed to meet with such 
blind opposition. It seems to be opposed by 
slandering the bill and by misrepresenting 
every fact. 

| Now, sir, my colleague on the Committee on 
Education and Labor, the gentleman from 
New Hampshire, [ Mr. Parker, ] made a state- 
ment on this floor which, inasmuch as he be- 
longs to the committee, demands some notice. 
He said the bill permits Congress to take pos- 
session of the State governments. Certainly 
he could not have intended to make that state- 
ment. It seems to me that, being a lawyer, 
his education would have been of that charac- 
ter which would have induced him to have in- 
vestigated this matter before going before this 
House and telling bis fellow-members that it 
was a proposition to grant the proceeds of the 


public lands for the purpose of taking posses- || 


sion of the State governments. But it is in 
keeping with almost every statement which 
has been made against this proposition. 

It is not necessary for me to consume the 
time of the House in discussing that the past 
policy of this country has been in favor of edu- 
cation. In the North we see the results of 
education, while statistics on the other hand 
fearfully demonstrate the condition of the peo- 


ple in other sections of the country arising | 


from lack of education. No one regrets it 
more than I do. Belonging to the southern 
country, born and raised there, spending my 


life there, and expecting to live and to die in | 


that section of the country, it is with shame 


'and of the adjoining States. It makes no 
difference how long and how well gentlemen 
may talk about the Democracy being in favor 

| of education. Figures will not lie. The in- 


| telligence of this country understands these’ | 
|| questions. Take the figures as they apply to 
This says ‘‘the pro- || the various divisions of the country. Take 
That means all of | 


| the northern division; how many illiterate are 
there in the northern States? ‘There are 
Now take the southern slope, take the 
| southern States, that have always been con- 
trolled by the Democratic party—and I fear, 
Mr. Speaker, that the same spirit, the same 
controlling influences that have always con- 
trolled the southern or Democratic States 
will continue to do so—in those States there 





| for education. That gentleman’s State is a 


| ment had passed from carpet-bag rule, that it 





only hope. 


| now yield to the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Burver. 





rhe SPEAKER, For how many minutes || 
does the gentleman yield to the gentleman || 
from Tennessee? 
Mr. DUNNELL. For fifteen minutes. | 
Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, || 
I regret very much that the discussion on this | 
proposition has assumed the shape it has. I | 


are to-day 2,489,591 illiterate persons; and 
it is those States that have always been con- 
trolled by the Democratic party, since this has 
been a Government. 

Compare these figures with those shown by 
the States which have been controlled by the 
Republican party. Gentlemen may talk here 
to doomsday, and they will never convince 
anybody that the Democratic party has been 
in favor of education in this country. Neither 
is it necessary for me to answer my colleague 
on the committee from Georgia, [Mr. MclIx 
TYRE, | when he states what Georgia has done 


great State; it isthe empire State of the South. 
The gentleman told us that his State govern- 
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our own State, to our own beloved Tenneg. 
| see, and what do the figures show? a 
| are 225,000 white people in our own State 
| who are illiterate. And a proposition, “ 
that will give to Tennessee . 

Mr. NIBLACK. Will the the gentlema, 
yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. Yes, sir; jg 
for a question only. 

Mr. NIBLACK. As the gentleman ig 8peak- 
ing about Tennessee, I should like him to fy. 
| nish some information in regard to the precise 
| condition of the school fund in that State, 
| Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. I will tej 

the gentleman how that is. Your party stole 
| $3,000,000, and our party stole $800,000 of jt. 
| [Laughter. ] 
| Mr. GARRETT. I wish to ask the gentle 
| man one question. Did the school fund every 
amount to $3,300,000? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. That wag 
while you were a member of the Legislature, 
and just before they expelled you from it. 

Mr. GARRETT. I desire to say to the 
gentleman 

Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. 
|| further interrupted. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Will my colleague permit 
me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
|| say 
| Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. One at atime, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Buren 
ARD in the chair. ) fo which of his colleagues 
does the gentleman yield? 

Mr. BUTLER, ot Tennessee. To my cul 
|| league nearest the Chair, [Mr. Briar. ] 

Mr. BRIGHT. I wish to ask the gentle 
man if there were not $618,250 deposited in 
the national banks at Memphis, which amount 
|| was lost to the school fund, and whether it is 
not the fact that only about two hundred and 
seventy thousand dollars of that fund have 
been recovered? ‘That is my first question. 
Permit me also to ask another question. Did 
not the Democratic Legislature of 1870 assumo 
the responsibility of every dollar of the public 
school fund which was lost by the action of 
either party ? 

Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. When the 
war began we had $3,500,000 which the Gen- 
eral Government had deposited with our State 
for school purposes. The interest arising from 
that and some other sources gave us $118,000 
annually. When the war came on, Governor 
Harris and his friends ran off with it. They 
took it down South. The General Govern- 
ment captured it and brought it back. When 
it came back it was six hundred thousand 
dollars or thereabouts, in round numbers. 
The $3,000,000 have been used up by the 
Democratic concern, and the balance went 
into the hands of a bank at Memphis. Our 
party then held possession of the State, and 
about half of that or a little more was lost by 
the Republican party. I have always said that 
the Democratic party stole about three million 


There 








I cannot be 














was in the hands of the natives, and in the 
hands of patriots. It is not worth while for 


| me to consume time here by talking about the 
| patriotism of Georgia. The archives will show 
| the number of regiments which that State— 


the empire State of the South—furnished to 
destroy this Government, not to build it up. 


) | But going to that gentleman’s State, the State 
In this we trust, and in that is our || 


of Georgia, we find that there are there 275,000 


| illiterate persons—not negroes, but 275,000 


whites who are illiterate. And now, when it is 
shown that the southern States have 2,489,000 
white illiterate people, and when there is a 
proposition to assist us, to give us a little pub- 


| ties, I find that some of my own colleagues from 
Tennessee are opposed to it. I find that my 


' lie aid toward providing educational facili- | 

| 

| olleague from middle Tennessee [Mr. Bricar | | 
i 


s opposed to this proposition. Let us go to 


dollars and the Republican party about three 
hundred thousand dollars. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. GARRETT. [rise toa privileged ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Burca- 
ARD in the chair.) ‘Lhe gentleman will state 
his privileged question. 

Mr. GARRETT. My colleague from Ten- 
nessee charges me personally with having been 
expelled trom the Tennessee Legislature. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. I did not 
mean anything wrong. 

Mr. GARRETT. That charge is false and 
the gentleman knows it is false, because he 
was a member of the senate at the same time 
that | was a member of the Legislature—of the 
house. 

| Mr. HOAR. I gall the gentleman to order. 
| Mr. GARRETT. | would ask the gentleman 
if he was not a member of the Legislature that 
voted to send that money down into Georgia? 
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after having annually had the interest accru- 
ing from the half of these proceeds. 

Gentlemen talk about this bill giving but a 
small amount to each State; that it will give 
the State of Tennessee but $45,000. ‘Ten- 
nessee has ninety counties, and you give her 
by this bill that much each year, and at the 
end of forty years from the sales of this land 
at forty cents an acre Tennessee would re- 
ceive $5,000,000. 

A moment to the constitutional objection 
that gentlemen make here to this bill coming 
from the side of the House where are sitting 
gentlemen who tried and fought to destroy the 
Constitution. When members come here and 
ask relief for our section of the country, 
down trodden and oppressed as it has been by 
this doctrine of States rights that stinks in the 
nostrils of every patriot in the South, when 
we ask that relief shall be extended to Ten- 
nessee, who has 260,000 illiterate people that 
are to day crying for help, then gentlemen on 
this floor say it will be an infraction of the 
Constitution to pass this bill. 

Sir, let me say to them that it was no infrac- 
tion of the Constitution to give us $3,500,000 
for school purposes. The only infraction of 
the Constitution is that your party stole 
$3,000,000 of that fund, and my party stole 
$300,000, and you cannot be indicted for that 
in the Federal court. 

If gentlemen have any doubts about the con- 
stitutionality ofthis bill, if they have any doubt. 
then I say to them that they should give the 
benefit of that doubt to the poor children of 
the South, at least those of you who tried for 
years to break up this Government and destroy 
this Constitution. Do not say now, when there 
18 a proposition to give the southern people a 
portion of this heritage, ‘‘ opposeit,’’ for itis a 
Step in the right direction. It does not inter- 
fere with the location of military warrants, or 
with homesteads for actual settlers. 


f> 





Mr. BLAIR, of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it 
is not my intention to enter into the discus- 


length. 
gency does not demand it. The gentlemen 
of the committee who have so industriously 
and carefully prepared this bill have led us 
with signal ability and eloquence over the 
whole field of this debate. 
the reasoning, still better satisfied with the 
bill itself. 


ican Congress should be told of the benefits 
of education in a free Government or in any 
| Government. Education is civilization; the 
absence of itis barbarism. I have not here- 
tofore supported any of the projects for a 
national system of education which have been 
brought forward here; not, however, on ac- 
count of any distrust of the advantages of edu- 
cation, but wanting confidence in the methods 
| proposed, I have felt compelled steadily to 
oppose any turning over of the local schools 
| of the country to the nursing of a national 
stepmother. 

I have certain old-fashioned notions about 








the newer theories. 


as the national Constitution has conferred upon 
| them, but according to my opinion, on the con- 
trary, they have all such rights as that Consti- 
tution has not taken away from them, and I 
intend that they shall keep them, too, so far as 
my vote goes. This is the explanation of my 
| previous action upon the bills of the Commit- 
| tee on Education. The present bill, however, 


It offers assistance and holds out en 


score. 


| of the educational system with the local juris- 
| dictions, where it properly belongs. The 
charge, therefore, that the bill is without con- 


sion of this great measure at any considerable | 
lhe time is insufficient, and the exi- 


It does not need, I am sure, that the Amer- | 








local self-government which refuse to yield to | 
It is said now in very | 
high quarters that the States have such rights | 


steers entirely clear of any objection on this | 


couragement to the States, leaving the control 
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~~ Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. I do not || thousand acres of public lands from this Gov: || recently large grants were made to all the 
ere sant to be interrupted. [ Laughter. ] | ernment for common-school purposes, does || States for the establishment of agricultural 
ate Mr. HOAR. I call the gentleman from || not want this fund, let her give it to some of || colleges. There has always been a very great 
sir, Tennessee [ Mr. GaRRETT] to order, and de- || the States that do want it, or use it for some || and commendable liberality in this direction, 
mand that his words be taken down. [Cries || other purposes. We only want for our section || and I am confident that no use of the public 
au of “Oh, nol’? ] WW ell, 1 will not insist upon it. || of the country, what will come to us under || lands has ever borne such rich fruits as this. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Tennessee. I have || this bill. it would have been well, in my judgment, ifa 
if always denounced the action of the Demo- || We have no school fund that amounts to || system of regular appropriations from the pro- 
cratic party as well as my own in regard to || anything. There is not a well organized school || ceeds of the sales of the public lands to encour- 
kk. this fund. Now, my colleague asks me if the || system in all that country. Go to Kentucky, || age the establishment of common schools in 
ir Legislature of Tennessee did not make it good. || where they donot even provide for any schools || all parts of the country had been adopted in 
ise How did they make it good? ‘They passed an |} at all for the colored children. My friend from || the organization of the Government itself. 
act that they would make it good, but they || Virginia [Mr. Crircner] alluded to the State || Ignorance is not only the most dangerous 
el pave never levied a tax to make a dollar of it || of Virginia, my own native State; an¢ .lthough || foe of liberty, but it is the source of every 
le good. The State comptroller asked our Legis- || I have resided in Tennessee for thirty years, | | weakness. Of this the founders of the Gov- 
it, lature to levy a tax of $1 20 on the hundred || have lived upon waters that flow into and trav- || ernment were well advised, as all their acts 
dollars to meet the liability to the school fund, || erse the whole State of Virginia. The gentle- || and words will bear witness. That they did 
3 and instead of carrying out his recommenda- || man speaks of the eminent men that Virginia || not make more thorough work in this matter 
er tion they levied a tax of only forty cents on || has produced. It is true that she controlled | was not for lack of good will. 
the hundred dollars, ignoring everything of || the Government of this country for many years. | The practicability of universal education is 
1g the kind he had recommended. The propo- |} Look at Virginia to-day ; she has four hun- | in a large degree a modern idea, and though it 
2, sition now is to give to T’ennessee—what? || dred thousand illiterate people within her bor- || does not tend to increase our republican pride, 
Here is a statement of the Commissioner of || ders. Suppose she had her Washington, her || we have been very much taught in it by one 
& the General Land Office, showing that in twenty || Lee, her Randolph ; what does that do toward || of the aristocratic Governments of Kurope. 
years the proceeds of the sales of the public || educating the hundreds and thousands of illit- || That Germany which has made such prodi- 
\ lands have been $57,000,000, although nearly || erate children in that State today? They |! gious displays of power within the last few years 
ten years’ time was lost during the war and || cannot live upon the ancient renown and glory || as to astonish the whole world has been the 
t the incidents growing out of the war. Now, || of Virginia. No, Mr. Speaker, Virginia is || first great nation to exhibit in practice a com- 
what is the number of acres unsold to-day? || passing away because the rich were able to || plete system for the education of the whole 
) There are thirty-three hundred million acres || educate themselves, as it was inmy own State, || people. At its results we have not yet ceased 
of public lands unappropriated to-day. Sup- || and the poor were unable to have any educa- || to wonder. Whether general education tends 
’ pose that in forty years one half of this land || tion; and yet the Representatives from that || to make a people effeminate has there had a 
should be sold at forty cents an acre, and that || State oppose this measure as an infraction of || most overwhelming answer. France will for- 
one half of the proceeds are given to the || the Constitution. | ever remain an uncontroverted witness upon 
States. Suppose that at the end of that time || [Here the hammer fell. ] | that question. 
there should be forty-five Statesin this Union. || Mr. DUNNELL. IL now yield ten minutes |} The time is fitting for our Republic to enter 
What will be the amount given to each State? || to the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Buair. } || earnestly upon this great work. The great 
It will give to each State rising $5,000,000, || 


barrier which lay across our pathway has been 
removed. Slavery, the great nursing mother 
of ignorance, violence, and crime, has been 
driven from our borders nevertoreturn. The 
millions of the victims of that unspeakable 
oppression are calling loudly upon us for the 
only recompense we are able to make. ‘The 


| common dictates of humanity, as well as a 
I am satisfied with || proper regard for the public safety, combine 


| to urge us to respond generously to this call. 


Its necessity is apparent; its wisdom no less 
so. lask gentlemen who have taken ground 


| against this measure to consider deeply its 


significance before they go further on that 
mistaken road. There are no politics in this 
bill; it is perfectly fair and equal toward the 
wholecountry. ‘he money is to be distributed 
to the States according to the ratio of popula- 
tion, and upon conditions with which all can 
easily comply. The great matter is that it 
‘* sets apart and consecrates the net proceeds 
of the public lands forever for the education 
of the people.’’ There could be no more 
noble declaration than that. Who is there 
here that will say it shall not be done? 

It has been said in the debate that the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands have already been 
pledged to the payment of the public debt, and 
therefore we must not pass this bill. But we 
all know that the Government has long since 
ceased to regard the public lands as a source 
of revenue at all. The homestead policy and 
the railroad land-grant policy have had the 
effect to bring about this result. The House 
of Representatives has several times voted that 
these lands ought to be entirely withdrawn from 
market, and it is very evident that unless some 
such bill as this shall become a law all sales 
will cease within a brief period. Besides, 1 
is equally clear that this pledge of the public 
lands, if it was ever of any value to the public 
creditors, has now entirely ceased to be such, 
The public credit no longer needs this support 


All that 


| stitutional authority cannot be sustained. It || as the lesson of the money market abundantly 
only proposes to do on a more extended scale, || proves. We have added enough to the wealth 
and in pursuance of a regular system, what it || of the nation since that pledge was made to 
has been the constant practice to do by special || enable us to withdraw it without injury to any 
acts during the entire history of the Govern- || one. 

ment. Again, there is a fear expressed that the 
obtain one dollar for ourselves, let her take it, The new States have all received from Con- || money will be wasted by improvident Legis- 
and give us what we need so much. If Minne- || gress liberal grants of public land in aid of || Jatures. Ido not share in this. All the great 
sota, that received one million five hundred || schools, colleges, and universities. Quite il interests of the people, of a domestic char- 


is to go on as usual. Let the amount be great 
or small, whatever it may be at the end of each 
year, let it be distributed. If we have to give 
to New Hampshire, who does not want it—if 
we have to give her three dollars in order to 
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acter, are committed to the wisdom and patri- 
otism of the State Legislatures, and as a rule 
they have been safe there. The strongest 
motives will operate to produce fidelity in the 
discharge of this great trust. Congress itself 
| bec mstantiy on guard to see to it that 
the fund is not diverted from the purpose 
leclared by law. 
| have noticed some candid criticism of the 
The bill, 
is said. is not perfect. Probably not. We 
are not doing much that is perfect, and if we 
wait for that the tarrying will be long. It is 
at least a good, brave beginning, and if experi 
ence shall show us how to improve it there will 


bill in q larters entitled to respect. 


be no objection 

It is true that in some parts of the country 
the schools will sadly need much more assist- 
bill will give them, 
other parts they do not much need 
Nevertheless, we Cari: 


ance for a time than th 
whi 1th 
any assistance at all 

t vale ly discard the idea of equality in the 
distribution of the fund. The great advantage 
of the measure will appear, after all, not so 
much in the amount of assistance rendered, 
for that will not be great, as in the inducement 
it will give for local effort. It will form the 
groundwork of a school system where there is 
none, and will greatly encourage those who are 
struggling with weak beginnings without active 
sympathy in their localities. 

I hear it also objected by some gentlemen 
from the South that the bill provides tor mixed 
schools, and therefore the scheme will be offen- 
sive in their section. But this is a mistake. 
The provision is for the ** free education of all 
the children between the ages of six and six- 
teen years.’’ ‘The manner of the provision is 
left entirely to the people of the States, and it 
may be either in mixed schools or otherwise, 
only so that all are educated. The fair con- 
struction of the bill will require the States to 
enter at once upon a system of general educa- 
tion if they wish to share in the benefits of the 
fund, and nothing more. 

The most astonishing of all the arguments 


employed against the bill is, that it wall re- | 


quire the southern people to educate the igno- 
rant negroes, and rather than do that they wiil 
forfeit their entire interest in the public lands. 
This charge, so disgraceful to those people, I 
utterly refuse to believe. There may be some 
who entertain such a bitter, unreasoning hos- 
tility to a lately subject race, but it is impos- 
sible that such crucl and monstrous sentiments 
should possess the minds of the great body 
of a civilized people. If there were no ques- 
tions of humanity involved, the safety of the 
State would forbid that a large portion of the 
laboring population should be designedly kept 
in dense ignorance. It would be the highest 
crime against good government, committed 
with malice aforethought Against this we 
must array the national Government in every 
lawful way. 

The national arm is strong, and it will by 
this good example and kindly assistance lift 
into vigorous growth many &n enterprise now 
losing hope. Some who are burning school- 
houses in certain quarters will be likely to 
take timely warning when they discover who 
it is that is coming to the rescue. The weight 
of a very heavy band will without offense be 
laid in the scale on the right side. 


[ hope the House will pass this bill with || 
Nothing better than | 


substantial unanimity. 
this can be done with the public lands. Itisa 
measure that menaces no section, no interest, 
no class of people, and can reasonably excite 
no hostility anywhere. It holds out the help- 
ing hand, which I trust will not be rejected. 
Mr. DUNNELL, I now yield ten minutes 
to the gentleman from Indiana, | Mr. Copurn. ] 
Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker, in this pres- 
ence, and in the short time that I have allowed 
me, it will be unnecessary to argue the bene- 
fits of education, and it will be equally unne 
cessary to argue that this is not a political 


i 
| 


| convince any one that the benefits of educa- 


tion cannot but extend to one party as well as 
to the other; and the mere method of provid- 
ing for education ought not to be a question 
of politics, but rather one for discussion and 
for judgment as among men, without reference 
to political preferences. But aside from this 
reflection, I find that gentlemen on the oppo 
site side are very much disposed to find fault, 
as politicians, with this measure. I find that 


| one of my own colleagues [{ Mr. Kerr] prefaced 


his remarks by claiming, in order to give some 
dignity to the argument he afterward submit- 
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Indiana. The Democratic counties of Indiay 
are the most ignorant in the State, and a 
opposed generally to schools, and that party 
has made capital out of its opposition to sohools 
But I must return from this digression; [ was 
only led into it by reason of the remarks of my 
colleague. y 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this bill does not pro- 
pose merely a distribution of the proceeds of 
the public lands; it contemplates the educa 
tion of the ignorant; it proposes to deyote 


s, 


| the fund derived from these lands to the edu- 


ted, credit to the Democratic party of Indiana | 
| as the particular friend of education. He said 


that they had provided in the constitution of 
1851 security for a fund, and indeed had estab- 


lished the basis of education in our State in a || 
great measure. Now, if this be the case, I will || 


say that as a native of the State, and one who 
has lived there for forty years, | never heard 


| of this before, and I will venture to say that 


| an assertion of that kind. 


many men of intelligence have never heard 
lhe school fund 
of Indiana, which is greater than that of any 


| other State, being over eight million dollars, 


| comes from three or four sources. 


| fund which was provided for long ago, and | 


A portion 
of it comes from the congressional township 


consolidated by the Legislature of Indiana in 
1832 or 1833, or somewhere about that time, 
before even the Democratic party had a name, 
as it is now. This congressional township 
fund is from the sixteenth sections: but the 
largest portion of the school fund of Indiana 
accrues from another source, and that is the 
sinking fund which in 1834 was provided for 
by the charter of the State bank of Indiana. 
In that charter provision was made for borrow- 
ing $3,600,000 which was done by the State, 
aud a sinking fund providedinthisway. This 
$3,000,000 was borrowed by the State and put 
as stock into the State bank, and the proceeds 
and profits of that stock were first devoted to 
payment of the interest on the $3,000,000, 
then to the payment of the $3,000,000 itself, 
and then the balance was to go into the school 
fund. It resulted in the accumulation by the 


| State of about four million dollars, but the 


Democratic party had not anything to do with 
that. Why, the man who made the motion in 


| the Legislature was John Beard, an anti-Jack- 


son man, a Whig, and a Republican, and no 
man ever thought of attributing to the Demo- 


| cratic party the credit of the sinking fund. 


| George H. Dunn, Calvin Fletcher, James 


Farrington, and Joseph G. Marshall were 


| among the leading men in the Legislature 


who carried the measure through, and were 
never in any sense connected at any time 
with the Democracy. The bank prospered, 
paid its debts, and cleared for the State the 
sum | have named, and but for the Dem 
ocracy would have been in existence to-day. 
Why, sir, | very well remember that when 
the constitutional convention of 1851 met it 
was the business of the Democratic party, 
lead by John Pettit, a prominent man, to dis- 


| continue the State bank of Indiana, which 
| had made this handsome sum of $4,000,000 


on 


as a school fund for the State. If the Demo- 
cratic party of Indiana ever did anything it 
was to break down the system by which that 
great sum was accumulated. Had the State 
bank charter been continued, the sinking or 
school fund would have more than doubled 
by this time. But that Democratic conven- 
tion put an end to it forever. 

In addition to this there is a fund of a mil- 
lion or more dollars derived from fines and 
forfeitures. The Democratic party have con- 
tributed a little more to this fund than to any 
other. [Laughter. } 
have contributed the larger portion of this 
fund derived from fines and forfeitures. No 
man of any degree of intelligence, so far as | 
have heard, except my colleague, [ Mr. Kerr, ] 
has ever claimed that the Democratic party 


question, because a moment's reflection will |, were entitled to one iota of credit for doing 





| have no doubt they | 





vation of the people who need it. So far as 
its provisions contemplate that end, [ am jy 
favor of it. [am opposed to a general distri. 
bution of these funds among all the States 
according to population, but Lam in favor of 
distributing the proceeds in direct proportion 
to the number of illiterate persons in the State. 
and in inverse proportion to the amount of 
school property and school funds that the 
States may possess. Let both these consider 
ations be taken into account—in the first place 
the number of illiterate persons, and in the 
second place the amount of school funds and 


| school property that any State may have. The 
| States that have the least school funds and 


property and the largest number of illiterate 
persons should, in my judgment, have the 
greater portion of the fund. I cannot see that 
there are any polities in such an arrangement; 


| 1 cannot see why any southern man should 


object to it; I cannot see why any Democrat 
should object to it, unless he believes, as | 
believe, that the mortal enemy of the Demo. 
cratic party is common-school education. | 
believe that when education prevails through- 
out the South, the great reserve of that party 
will be gone forever; and the party now in 
power must have for ils antagonist some other 
one that may spring up, and organize an oppo- 
sition. 

There is a necessity for some measure of 


| this kind. We see that there are in the South 


millions of people without education—pvor 


| whites, poor blacks, who are the wards of the 


nation. If ever there was a necessity at any 
time in the history of this Government for an 
act of this kind, that necessity is now pressing 


upon us. 


Mr. Speaker, I am. well satisfied that the 
perpetuity of this nation cannot be secured 
merely by the action of any party. The Re 
publican party is not able to save this country. 
There never was a party pure. enough, and 
great enough, and comprehensive enough in 
its measures and principles to save the nation 
without education. War cannot do it; armies 
cannot do it; reconstruction cannot do it; no 
act of legislation or scheme of public manage- 
ment can do it. The perpetuity of the nation 
must result from the intelligence and liberality 
of the people; and these can only be secured 
by such a system as is proposed in this bill. 


| The money to carry out such a system is not 


in the Treasury; but here are these lands, 
which we can reach, and reach regularly. 


| Therefore I favor a proposition of this kind 


more than I did the proposition introduced 
last year to tax the people for the support 
of the schools. The proceeds will afford a 
nucleus for the contributions by taxation for 
the people of the needy States; and being 


| given to them on condition that they support 


schools a part of the year, will secure their 
proper application. 

It is no sufficient objection in my mind to a 
measure of this kind that the States of the 
South which were in rebellion have squandered 
their funds. Undoubtedly they did wrong. 


Many of the people are sorry for it; and 


whether they are sorry or not, it is the busi- 
ness of the nation to see that the schoolmaster 
goes among them. It is the business of those 
who saved this country to impart intelligence 
to the people of the South; and whether this 
be done i a compulsory system enforced 
through the power of the nation, or by agentle 


system 


of it. 
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system, such as is proposed here, I am in favor 
it. 

| say. sir, if it cometo the worst, rather than 
raise another army, rather than fight that peo- 
nie, 1 would say they should go to jail or go 
toschool. I would by all possible power com- 
nel intelligence. But the bill does not con- 
template this. It only devotes a sum for the 
‘mnorant and guards its application. 

“The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s time 


af 


vi 


has expired, and the gentleman from Penn- | 


syivania [ Mr. Storm] is entitled to the floor. 
“Mr. COBURN. I wish 
amendments I shall offer. 

Mr. STORM. I am willing the gentleman 
shall have additional time, if we on this side 
shall have additional time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask my triend from 
Pennsylvania to allow me to submit a propo- 
sition to amend in the nature of a substitute. 

Mr. COBURN. I have stricken out the 
third section of the bill- 

Mr. STORM. Does this come out of my 
time? 

The SPEAKER. It does. 

Mr. STORM. ‘Then I must object. 
other side has had its half hour; and we on 
this side have but half an hour. If our time 
be extended, then I do not object. 

Mr. COBURN. 
upon the time of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr. CAMPBELL rose. 

Mr.STORM. Icannot yieldif it is tocome 
out of my time. 

The SPEAKER, 
mous consent. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 





It does, unless by unani- 


to indicate the | 


| the will anddictation of one man. 


may become educated to despotism; they may 
become educated te yield their necks to the 
yoke and kindly to submit to despotic author- 
ity. For four years our people from the Gulf 
to the lakes had such experience. They have 
been educated to submit to central power, to 
Congress, 
finding the people thus educated into tame 
submission, has from that day to this been 
making giant strides in fastening upon the 
people the idea of centralization and the ab 
sorption of all the power of the people as well 
as of the rights of the States in the hands of 
the Federal Government. Many a gallant sol- 
dier—I refer not to the North or the South 
carried his flag over his head on which was 
emblazoned ‘‘liberty and the rights of the 
people,”’ little dreaming that he was forging 
the chains with which he was to be fettered. 
Sir, when the war ended, this party now in 
power and the Congress of the United States, 
finding the public sentiment ripe for submis- 


| sion, step by step undertook to deprive the 


With a view of having | 


The | 


I do not wish to trespass 


a vote on my proposition, I will move to re- | 


commit the bill with pending amendments to || 


the Committee on Education and Labor, with 
instructions to report back in lieu thereof the 
proposition which I willsend tothe Clerk’s desk. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I believe it has been 
entertained on several occasions. 

The SPEAKER. Unanimous consent was 
given that this discussion should proceed till 
three o’clock, when the previous question 


should be considered as then moved and the | 
main question ordered, and the House should | 


then take a vote. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will then move my 
amendment as a substitute. 

The SPEAKER. As a substitute it will be 
inorder. , 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I do not ask that it be 
now read, as I do not wish to consume unneces- 
sarily the time of my friend from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. STORM. 
of my time to the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Harris. ] 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
Iam indebted to the courtesy of my friend 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Storm] for permis- 
sion to occupy fifteen minutes in the expres- 
sion of my views in opposition to this bill. 

Sir, all history teaches that war, succesful 
war, tends to strengthen government. All 
governmentsintime of war, whether republican 
or monarchical, gradually assume the form of 
despotisms. We have not only seen in our 
time and in our country, but throughout the 


1 will yield twelve minutes | 





people of the States of their rights and to 


| transfer them to the central power of the Gov- 


ernment. First came their fourteenth amend- 
ment; then their fifteenth amendment; then 
their civil rights bill, the suspension of the 


| writ of habeas corpus, the remodeling of the 


Supreme Court were all a part of that system ; 
and next we have this bill, one of the series 
designed to carry out the same object, of 
making the States subservient to the General 
Government. 

There is one provision, sir, in this bill which 
strikes me as very singular. It is the section 
which provides that one half of the proceeds 
of the public lands shall be invested in United 
States bonds, the interest of which shall be 
paid annually to the States. What is the ob 
ject of that, sir? It has a twofold object. One 
is the bolstering up or maintaining the credit 
of the Government. The other is the making 
the States dependent on the General Govern- 
ment. Unlike every other creditor, who has 
to a certain extent a control over the debtor, 
the Government, when it is a debtor, has the 
control over the creditor. Let this thing go 
on for a number of years, and let the States 
in course of time have due them by the Gen 
eral Government millions and millions of dol- 
lars, and what will be the effect on the State 


| governments? They will feel that for the first 


| by which it can be sued. 


| it is to centralize the Government. 


offense, either real or pretended, this fund will 
be withheld from them. And the Government 
has been cautious not to provide any means 
It is supreme and 
controls supremely the relations between itself 
and the States. Consequently, the States be 
come subservient to the General Government 
because the Goverment holds the purse-strings 
and the States have no power to compel pay- 
ment. 

Then, sir, | oppose this bill for the reason 
[ have given, that one of the great objects of 
It pro- 


| vides for the appointment of a school commis 


| from any State. 


sioner, or superintendent of education, who is 
to report to the Secretary of the Treasury ; and 
upon his ipse dixit this fund is to be withheld 


Whereistheappeal? There 


| is an appeal to Congress, and if the decision 
1] of the superintendent is not reversed at the 


civilized world, that in time of war the com- || 


mander-in-chief of the army and of the navy | 


of a country is absolutely despotic, whether he 
be the commander-in-chief of the army of a 
republic or a monarchy. We see men arrested 
and imprisoned. Everywhere public travel 
is controlled; all public conveyances are 
searched and examined; no citizen can move 
from his own house to his neighbor’s without 
the requisite pass; all the actions of the citi- 
zen are under control, and he can do nothing 
without showing military authority for it. 
Therefore I assert in time of war ail govern- 
ments are despotic. 

I assert further, Mr. Speaker, the cardinal 
fact that liberty is a thing of education. Men 





next session the fund is 
State. 


forever lost to the 
The whole power of granting it to the 


| dren 
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with any of those conditions, the money is to 
be withheld, and the State is to forfeit her 
right. And, as to this, who is to be the first 
judge? The superintendent of education. 
And which is the court of last resort? This 
Congress. Hence, sir, it must be manifest to 
every man that this centralizes power more 
and more into the hands of the Government. 

I oppose this bill, Mr. Speaker, for the 
further reason that it undertakes to force 
upon the country mixed schools. The gen 
tleman, under the guise of friendship to the 
South, comes like a panther with his claws 
concealed beneath his soft down, and with 
gentle words and professions of love, under- 
takes to foree mixed schools upon an unwill 
ing country. I prove it by the language of 
the bill, wherein it states that the schools 
‘*shall be free for the admission of all chil- 
between thé ages of six and sixteen 
years.’’ Now, what will be the effect of this 
in Virginia, where we have separate. free 
schools? A white school is not free to col- 
ored children, and a colored school not 
free to white children. Virginia, under her 


18 


| present school system, would not be entitled 


| to one dollar. 


She has at this moment a free- 


| school system as good as any in the United 


| the 


States is given to one man, that one man | 


being appointed by a partisan President. And 
the appeal is to Congress, this central power 
where for six long years they have been strug- 


gling for centralization, to judge whether any | 


State is to be entitled to the fund or not. 
one I am not willing to vote away the public 


| lands in which Virginia has so deep an inter- 


| tice. 


|| est, and then trust to Congress to do her juas- 
Congress is to turn itself into @ great || 


For | 


school commission and to regulate the school | 


that, for the failure of any State to comply | the festive board with the colored race, do 


system of the whole country. 
This bill has many conditions in it, and says 


| public instruction of that State. 


States, the white and colored schools being 
separate and apart, each working in its own 
sphere, with its own teachers. ‘lo show how 
system works, I shall quote a passage 
from the report of the superintendent of 
He says: 

**T have not been able to discover any disposition 
on the part of school officers to discriminate against 
the colored people in their school arrangements, 
The officers were instructed to be careful to avcid 
everything that would even present the appearance 
of untairness, and I believe that they have endeav 
ored faithfully and impartially to execute the law, 
Many of the teachers of colored schools during 
the past year were persons of the highest social 
standing.’’ 

Again: 

** Except in one district in which the colored peo- 
ple voted adversely, the question of laying a local 
tax for providing school accommodations has been 
carried by large majorities in every case in which it 
has been presented tothe suffrages of the people. In 
one large and wealthy district of Henrico county, 
the colored people, who are in the majority, left the 
question of the school tax to be entirely decided by 
the whites who were the property-holders. Not 
a colored vote was cast on the question, and the 
whites unanimously voted a tax of $1,600.’’ 

That is our system in Virginia. We have 
schools for the two races separate and apart 
from each other, each one getting its quota of 
the money, and the people are taxed, and 
taxed heavily to support them. Now, gentle 
men want to force us to mix our children. | 
say it is wrong in principle, and contrary to 
the laws of God. He has drawn His mark, 
like the night from the day, clear and distinct. 
He has made an impassable gulf, which the 
gentlemen on the other side seek to bridge 
over with this bill. The gentleman who pro- 
poses this does not himself mix socially with 
the colored people. He admits that this 
question of social intercourse is a matter of 
{ree will and election. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Will the gen- 
tleman allow me a moment longer? 

Mr. STORM. Certainly. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I was going on 
to say that the question of mixed schools is a 
social one. What relation is so absolutely 
social as the mingling of children at schooi? 
They sit on the same seat, learn from the 
same book, recite the same lesson, drink from 
the same cup, and in every respect are as 
social in their relation as brother and sister. 
Test this doctrine at your own hearthstone, 
offer your little children who are not influenced 
by party or revenge a social entertainment, 
and tell them they must invite as many black 
as white children, and see how quick God will 
speak through their innocent lips, ‘‘ Then we 
will have no party, we will have no party.’’ 

If, ‘then, your children will not meet around 
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not force ours to meet and mingle with them 
around the mental board, where the fair- 
haired child must sit side by side with the 
negro children from six to sixteen years. 
Virginia will do justice to the colored man, 
but money cannot purchase her to the prin- 
ciples of this bill. Offer to return to her all 
the rich domain she gave you; lay at her 
feet all the proceeds of the public lands and 
the wealth of the whole country as the price 
of social equality, and that grand old State, 
with majestic mien and escutcheon untar- 
nished, will proudly say, ‘‘ We give the col- 
ored race equal political and legal rights, but 
social equality, never! never! never!”’ 

| Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. STORM. I nowyield fora brief timeto 
the gentleman from Missouri, {[Mr. Comino. ] 

Mr. COMINGO asked and obtained leave 
to print remarks on the pending bill. [See 
Appendix. | 

Mr. STORM. I hope that if this bill does 
pass it will pass in the best possible shape, 
and I hope, therefore, that the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Illinois, pro- 
viding that the instruction given in the schools 
which are to receive a share in this distri- 
bution shall be in the English language, will 
not prevail. We know, sir, that there are 


between five and six million people in this | 


country speaking the German language. It is 
unjust to them, unjust to aclass of industrious, 


sober, intelligent people, who have that lan- | 


guage as the only medium by which they can 
realize the benefits of this bill. 
of Pennsylvania there are a great many schools 


In the State | 


in which the instruction is given almost entirely | 


in the German language, and if the bill should 
pass with this amendment those schools and 


that class of people will be deprived of the | 


privileges of this bill. 
Mr. Speaker, we have not had in the course 


of this discussion an authoritative statement | 


of the net proceeds of the sales of the public 


lands which will be distributed under this bill. 


I hold in my hand a letter from the Commis- | 


sioner of the General Land Office in which he 
gives an approximate statement of what the 
net proceeds would be. The statement is for 
seven years ending with the last of June, 1871, 
and the net proceeds in those years amounted 
to $8,618,877. From this, he says in his letter 
communicating the statement, must be deducted 
the five per cent. fund going to the land States. 
Here is his statement: 








Now, that is the humbug that is attempted to 
be palmed off on this House and the country 
as a ‘‘stimulus’’ to education. 

| want it understood that there are gentle- 


men here making the representation that the | 


laboring classes of the country are asking for 
this legislation. And I want the laboring 


| classes to understand that if this bill passes 


| woman, 


| before you can protect this fund. 
| distinctly that on the 21st of March, 1870, the 








Acres. Proceeds. 
To June 30, 1865............. 557,202.08 $748,426 35 | 
To June 30, 1866............ 388,294.45 561,299 97 | 
To June 30, 1867............ 756,619.61 1,071,706 65 
To June 30, 1868............ 914,941.33 1,285,450 96 
To June 30, 1869............ 2.899,544.30 4,055,197 35 
To June 30, 1870............ 2, 159,515.81 3,123,677 39 
LO CRBS G0, BBTE . ncccsccae 1,389, 982.57 2,389,982 37 | 
9,066,110.10 13,235,741 04 
Deduct expenses of district land 


offices: 


To June 30, 1865.. ...... $100,070 05 


To June 30, 1866......... 132.863 09 
To June 380, 1867 90,601 24 
To June 30, 1868......... 102,815 64 


To June 30, 1869......... 
To June 30, 1870......... 
To June 30, 1871......... 
Pro rata ot the cost of 
survey, the expensesof 
the oflices of surveyor 
general. and also of the 
General Land Office, 
from 15865 to 1S871.......... £ 


152,606 46 
161,388 88 
139,244 19 


4,615,863 7 


Be OBO BO insivs icvicecdthibeanccetcccetlh $8,618,877 30 | 





Now, saying nothing of salaries and other 
deductions, we would only have the sum of 
$1,175,000 annually. Under such circum- 
stances we cannot possibly have more to be 
distributed under this bill than $600,000. 
Those $600,000 would have to be divided 
among a population of more than thirty- 
eight millions, and it is a simple subject of 
caiculation what would be the amount each 
wwhabitant would receive. It would not be 
more than a cent and a half to each head. 


| 





each man, 
and child in this country would 
receive under it would be less than one and 
one half cent 

It is said that this bill will ‘‘ consecrate’ 
forever the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands for the education of the people. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio [ Mr. SHELLABARGER ] waxed 
eloquent on that subject. When I consider 


in the present shape, all that 


’ 


the past legislation of this House I am con- | 


strained to believe that not only will this fund 





have to be consecrated, but the hearts of some | 


who have voted to give away a large part of the 
public lands will have to be consecrated also 
I recollect 


entleman from Indiana {[ Mr. Ho_man] offered 
in this House the following resolution : 

** Resolved, That in the judgment of this House 
the policy of granting subsidies in public lands to 
railroad and other corporations ought to be discon- 
tinued.” 

That resolution was adopted bythe unani- 
mous vote of this House. And yet within one 
year we see the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Hoar] and my colleague from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. Townsenp] voting to give away 
over sixteen million acres of the public lands, 
and the President signed the bill. If, then, 


hike that within one year, what effect will 
the passage of this bill havein ‘‘ consecrating”’ 
this fund for the purpose of free education? 
Nore whatever. It is perfectly farcical to 
talk about making this fund sacred by legis- 
lation. 

The gentleman speaks of that ‘‘dark’’ and 
‘*doleful’’ night. Sir, it was a dark night for 
this country when he voted to give away the 
largest body of public lands ever given away 
by Congress at any one time. ‘The gentle- 
man from Ohio [ Mr. SHELLABARGER | voted for 
that bill. It was a dark night, for such deeds 
require darkness because they are evil. Catiline 
and Macbeth preferred darkness too. 

The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. But- 


| LER} says that the people of his State are 


illiterate. Well, I will have no dispute with the 
the gentleman uponthat subject. I will take it 
for granted that he states the fact correctly. 
I think it likely that itis so, and the Commis- 
sioner of Education says that illiteracy and dis- 
honesty go together; and if you are to believe 
the reports coming up from the courts of Ten- 
nessee, and from this district, ignorance is 
producing its legitimate results there. 

I am informed—and if I am incorrectly in- 
formed the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. 
ButLer] can correct me—that he himself was 
a member of the rebel Legislature of Tennes- 
see in 1861, and that he voted to transfer the 
assets of the Bank of Tennessee to the State 
of Georgia, there being at that time in the 
vaults of that bank $800,000 of the school 
fund of that State. The rebels had that fund 
for four years, and then $650,000 of it was 
returned to the State of Tennessee. And 
the gentleman [ Mr. Butier] and his party in 
less than two years did what the rebels, under 
the most trying circumstances, did not do— 
squandered the balance. 

Mr. Speaker, I contend that this bill does 
force mixed schools upon the South. The bill 
says the schools must be free. Should any 
State establish one set of schools for the 
whites and another for the blacks, the Radi- 
eals of the country will denounce it as vio- 
lating the fourteenth amendment, which pro- 
vides in its first section that ‘‘no State shall 
make or enforce any law which shall abridge 
the privileges or immunities of citizens of the 


| gentlemen ean repudiate solemn declarations | 
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| tense of race, color, or previous condition of gery 
tude, 





February 6, 


ee 


United States. ’’ And the construction whi.) 
this House placed upon this clause in the = 
bate on the Ku Klux bill, justifies my assertjo, 

In less than a year it will have to encounte, 
Mr. Sumner’s supplementary civil rights }j\) 
now pending in the Senate, which wil] pro. 
hibit the separation of the races, either jp the 
railroad cars, steamboats, churches, theaters. 
or schools. It provides: i 


Src.—.That all citizens of the United States, wir) 
out distinction of race, color, or previous condition, 
of servitude, are entitled to the equal and impar. 
tial enjoymentof any accommodation, advantace 
facility, or privilege furnished by common earrjers’ 
whether on land or water; by inn keepers; 
licensed owners, managers, or lessees of theaters > 
other places of public amusements; by trustees, eo). 
missioners, superintendents, teachers, or other of}. 
cers of common schools and other public institutions 
of learning, the same being supported by moneys 
derived from general taxation or authorized by law- 
by trustees or officers of church organizations, ceme-_ 
tery associations, and benevolent institutions ineoy- 
porated by national or State authority; and thjs 
right shall not be denied or abridged on any pre- 


vi 


Sec. —. That any person violating the foregoing 
provision, or aiding in its violation, or ineit ng 


|| thereto, shall, for every such offense, forfeit and pay 


the sum of $500 to the person aggrieved thereby, ; 
be recovered in an action onthe case, with full costs 
and such allowance for counsel fees as the court sha| 


| deem just, and shall also for every such offense be 





| thirty days nor more than one year; and any corpor- 
| ation, association, or individual holding a eharter 


| exhales and escapes. It i 
| covered; for equality is found only in 


deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,and, upon convic- 


|| tion thereof, shall be fined not less than $500 nor more 


than $1,000, and shall be imprisoned not less tha 


or license under national or State authority violy: 
ing the aforesaid provision shall, upon convicti: 
thereof, forfeit such charter or license, and 
person assuming to use or continuing to act under 


| such charter or license thus forfeited, or aiding jy 


the same, or inciting thereto, shall, upon convicti 
thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
shall be fined not less than $1,000 nor more than 
$5,000, and shall be imprisoned not less than thi 
por more than seven years, and both the corporat 
and joint property of such corporation orassociatio: 
shall be held liable for the forfeitures, fines, and 
penalties incurred by any violation of the first se 
tion of this act. 

Sec. —. That every law, statute, ordinance, regu 


| lation, or custom, whether national or State, ines: 
sistent with this act, or making any discriminations 


against any person on account of color, by the us 
the word ‘‘white,” is hereby repealed and annulled. 
Mr. SuMNkER, i is debate on this bill o: 
Mr. Sumner, in his debate on this bil 
the 16th day of January last, says separation 
implies one thing for a white man and another 
thing for a colored person; a substitute with 
him is not equality. Here are his precise 
words: 
_ Then comes the other excuse, which finds equal- 
ity in separation. Separate hotels, separate con 
veyances, separate theaters, separate schools, sep- 
arate institutions of learning and science, separate 
churches, and separate cemfeteries—these are the 


| artificial substitutes for equality; and this is th 
| contrivance by which a transcendent right, involv- 


ing atranscendent duty, is evaded; for equality is 
not only aright but a duty. 

“*How vain to argue that there is no denial of 
equal rights when this separation is enforced. Th: 
substitute is invariably an inferior article. Does 
any Senator deny it? Therefore, it is not equality 


| At best it is an equivalent only; but no equivalent 
| is equality. 


Separation implies one thing for a 
white person and another thing for acolored per 
son; but equality is where all have the same alike. 
There can be no substitute for equality; nothing 
butitself. Even if accommodations are the same, 
as notoriously they are not, there is no equal- 
ity. Inthe process of substitution the vital elixir 
It is lost and cannot be re- 
equality. 
*Naught but itself can be its parallel;’ but Senators 
undertake to find parallels in other things. 

“The common school falls naturally into the same 
category. Like the others it must be open to all or 
its designation is a misnomer and a mockery. It is 
not a school for whites or a school for blacks, but a 
school for all; in other words a common school. 
Much is implied in this term, according to which the 
school harmonizes with the other institutions already 
mentioned. It is an inn where children rest on the 
road to knowledge. Itisa publicconveyance where 
children are passengers. It is a theater where chil- 
dren resort for enduring recreation. Like the others 
it assumes to provide for the public; therefore it 
must be open to all; nor can there be any exclusion 


| except on grounds equally applicable to the inn, the 


| 


public conveyance, and the theater.’’ 


Allof which the Radical party in this House 
are ready to indorse. : 

Mr. Speaker, a few isolated instances were 
cited here in debate to prove that this bill 
which gives away all the proceeds of the public 
lands and establishes a system of education in 
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the States is similar to other acts donating 
:blic lands to certain seminaries and colleges. 

| repeat what I said before in my speech, that 
authority can be found in the Constitution 
upport the position taken by the advocates 

f this bill; but on the contrary, we find in the 
ction of the Convention which framed our 
Constitution the following propositions to vest 
jditional powers in the General Government, 


’ 
mely: 


lo establish a university. 
fo establish seminaries for the promotion of lit- 
erature and the arts and sciences. 

“To establish public institutions, rewards, and 

munities, for the promotion of agriculture, com- 
merce, trades, and manufactures.”—Journal of the 
(Convention, page 261. 

All these were rejected by the Convention. 
Mr. Story, who, in his views on the powers of 

e Federal Government, was a Federalist of 

Hamiiton school, in commenting on the 
ection by the Convention of the last of the 
above-stated propositions, says: 

“Tt was a power much more broad in its extent 
than the power to encourage manufactures by the 
exercise Of another granted power. In truth, it 

lved a direct power to establish institutions, 
rds, and immunities forall the great interests of 
ety, an i was on that account deemed too broad 
and sweeping. It woul l establish : a general and not 
a sited power of Government.’’—Story on the Con- 

titution, section 1094. 

Mr, Speaker, some things have been said 
in this debate which make it necessary for me 
to say something on the general subject of 
education in reply. My colleague on the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor, the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoar, ] has the 
very crudest conception of the true nature of 
education. His estimate of education is a 
mathematical one. His idea is that a man 
who is educated is worth about twenty-five 
per cent. more than aman who is not. His 
idea, and it is a perfectly Yankee one, is that 
the object of education is to make a man 
cunning in diplomacy, artful and crafty in war, 
that it teaches him how to take advantage of 
his neighbor, helps a man to office, and much 
more of the same sort. 

Mr. Speaker, that idea of education is low 
and debasing. ‘The idea of the gentleman 
from Massac husetts 1 1S up to the idea of educa- 
tion in his own State. If education helps a 
man to take advantage of his ne ighbo rs 1gn0- 
rance, and at the same time keeps him out of 

» penitentiary, that man is called ‘‘ smart’’ 
are ; : 
in we around Boston. If education is ¢ nly 
to qualify a man for making good bargains, and 
get the better of his fe llow man in a business 
transaction, Ke pe ople would be as well off 
without it. The idea pre valent in the re gion 
of country represe nted by the gentleman trom 
Massachusetts is that e a ication is simply the 
trainit ng of ¢ a man’s intel ectual facult 11@8; Man 
as a moral and physical Sains ris ignored, My 
idea of education is that it must “develop and 
ultivate all the moral, intellectual, and phys- 

‘al faculties possessed | yy man. The ean 
of education that simply crams a man’s intel- 


lectual cs apacity, and ignores his moral and 
physical being, is partial and one-sided. The 
result is infidelity in religion and physical 
deterioration in the race, two of the greatest 
evils that curse the A camonwéalih of Massa- 
chusetts to day. 

Under the prevalent ‘‘ notions 
there, infidelity has almost 
ideas of 


* 


prevaili 
driven out the old 
Puritanism, and the doctrines of 
Theodore Parker, who believed himself equal 
to Jesus Christ, (these gentlemen from the 
‘‘hub’’ are great boasters,) are taking their 
place in the literary mind of Massachusetts 
Infidel doctrines too gross even for the ske p- 
tical mind of Germany, have found a congenial 
soil in Massachusetts. Many of her highest 
institutions of learning, her most influential 
periodicais,,and her gre atest scholars are lend- 
ing their aid to the spread of a dogma destruc- 
tive of the most sacred teachings of the Bible. 
Hand in hand with this infidel ity in religion 
goes a system of rationalistic philosophy born 


1} room in which I am employed; one, 


on the banks of the Ganges badly imitated by 
Fichte in Germany and Carlyle in England, 
and by Emerson intr ae ‘ed into Massacl u- 
setts. This philosop her, by whom the tt ratt 
of Boston swear, denies that God is a being 
so called, but rather a supreme law or oyueta 
of laws, destitute of what we call personality 
or personal consciousness. Yet these false 
systems of religion and philosophy are de 
fended by persons whom the member from 
Massachusetts would call “‘intellectual’’? men— 
men who have had their wits sharpened at the 
expense of their higher moral natures. 

Mr. Speaker, this. is a sac spectacle for us 
to contemplate in this the latter half of the 
daddsaait century —at this time when infidel 
Germany and France are making mij ghty efforts 
to bring back the Philosophy of the Absolute 
into harmony with the great Being whom we 
call God, and whose attributes are infinite 
power, wisdom, justice, goodness, and love. 

An education that 


simply stores the mem- 
| ory with facts, or enlarges the capacity of the 
judgme nt or unde rstandi ing, leaving the moral 
nature of man untouched, is but 
cation. 


half edu- 
Where generous impulses are not 
instilled into the soul; where high, manly vir 


tues are not implanted; where magnanimity 


|| is net taught; where charity is wanting, there 


education. A member 
who enjoyed such a comprehensive education 
would not here in this House be continually 
magnifying the faults of sister States. Such 
an education causes the member from Massa 
chusetts [Mr. Hoar] to see with the eye of a 
vulture a whipping-post away off in Delaware, 
butrenders him as blind as an owl inthe blaze 
of the noonday sun to the horrible abuses of 
the factory system in his own. 

In reading the report of the bureau of sta- 
tistics of labor meee to the Legislature of 
Massachusetts on the Ist day of March, 1870, a 
State of f things ces ight to light the par ile I 
to which can only be "une in Mrs. Stowe’s 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin. When we recollect that 
this report is a sti itement 7 actual facts of 
every-day experience, made by Massachusetts 
men, anxious no doubt to di fond their State, 
we are bound to admit that Mrs. Stowe does 
not make out so bad a case against slave- 
holders as this report does against the factory 
system of Massachusetts. We have there set 
forth = detail the horrible condition of the 
workin , the equal of which 
can nowhere be found. It isa sickening devel 
opment of ee 
women, boys and girls, discharged becaus 
they attempted to utter their views on the 
subject of capit tal and labor. Even the com- 
mittee appointed to investigate this system of 
wrong were compelled to omit the names of 
the parties testifying before them in order to 


is no true, genuine 


rc ee that State 


ing and starvation; of men, 


protect them from the cruelty of their mas- 
ters. I give extracts from this report, that the 
country may see t I have not overstated the 
facts. This Hono yrt vis found in the legislative 
document of the senate of Ma usetts for 
the year page 140 of the report the 
bureau states: ** Can it be possible in this Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, favored above 
States as she is, or as her people say she is,’’ 
&c.; we find in official form a statement of the 
boastful character of this pe A and hope the 
gentleman from that State, before he attempts 
to pull the mote out of the eye of the gentle- 
man from Delaware, will take the beam out 
of his own eye: 


SSa h 


Pr ; , . , 

Testimony f an Ove cer of reventcen ~earra erpe- 
rience, five in this country and tt elve in England, 
un a cotton-miall. 


‘Worked in England under the ten-hour law; is 


familiar with the system of inspection in England; 
has seen an inspector enter disguised as a laborer; 

forbade inv one | ether ai ntil atter the 
inspection; found thirty or more ¢ iren working 
contrary to law, f which the owner was fined. Now 
works eleven h rday, ex - rd I 3 
there are many children under filteen years of age; 
according to the best of my knowledge, I believe 


there are one hundred and fifty under that agein the 
a girl, measur- 
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ing four feet five inches high, weighing sixty-two 
pounds; another, about the same height, weighing 
sixty-four and a half pounds; think they are about 
eieven years of age. Lhese children are poor, ema- 
ciated, and sickly; none of them have attended school 
auring the past year. SixX yearsago L ran night-work 
from six torty-five p.m. to six a. m., with forty-five 
minutes for meals, eating in the room. The children 
were drowsy and sleepy; have known them to fall 
asleep standing up at their work. Some of these 
children are now working in the mill, and appear to 
be under fifteen years of age. [have had to sprinkle 
water in their taces to arouse them, after having 
spoken to them till hoarse; this was done gently, 
without any intention of hurting them, 


Testimony of an Operative. 
_ “Had worked at Lawrence; discharged for agitat- 
ing the ten-hour movement. Wife and boy work in 
mill. There are very many children under ten years 


employed in miils at ——. Persons boarding in 
factory houses must leave the house when they leave 
the mill. (This is at Lawrence.) Married women 


with families have been compelled to work over 


hours, and on refusal have been discharged. Came 
to United States because he expected to better his 
condition, but thinks the liberties enjoyed by a fac- 


tory operative are greater in Bnglaad ‘than here; 
and his advantages are better, and there is more 


freedom and social intercourse among the work 
I le. There the overseers, or overlookers, as they 
are called, are less authoritative andoverbearing. An 
agent there is called * superintendent,’ (or ‘super,’) 
and the owner of the mill is known as the ‘master.’ 
*Under a period of prosperity there the working 


men’s pri ivileges are greater than here. They have 
more liberty to discuss wages, grievances, &c. Their 


unions are acknowledged by capital. The secretary 
f the masters’ associat n cori sponds with the se 
retary of the workmen & association, invites a meet 


ing of committees of the two parties to discuss the 
points of dispute, and these are generally arranged 
by such committees. Men are never discharged for 
taking part in trades or labor questions, and this is 

greed to and enforced by the constitution of the 
masters’ association. Lf discharged at all from one 
mill, workmen can go and work in any other mill 
in the same place; and for every hour lost by inter 
ference of employer he is held responsible by law.’ 





Testimony of Miss 
‘In case of accidents the corporation pays nothing 
in support of the party injured, neither is the pay 
continued. [have known persons to be discharged 
for participating in labor-retorm movements. Lam 
liable to be discharged for coming here if it is known. 
Many years ago I worked fourteen hours per day; I 
have seen the time during the last five years when 
between five and six o’clock L could have lain down 
between thelooms and gone without my supper. The 
effect of factory life upon children is bad; they grow 
poor. Lhaveseen children look like dwarts, stunted 
both physically and me nt a lt disqualifies wowen 
for household work. I think a reduction of the hours 
of labor to eight would resultin goodto all, The only 
chance for a poor working girl, who is not married, } 
to work; andif she is sick and has nohome she may 
go to the alms-house. The factories are becoming 
more oppressive; they have just cutdown the weay 
ers sevencentsonadollar. ‘the house where I board 
has eighteen rooms, consisting of the kitchen, one 
sitting room, two dining rooms, and fourteen sleep 
ingrooms. Thereare fitty-three persons in the hous¢ 
The largest sleeping room is sixteen by twenty feet, 
eleven foot post; it contains six beds, occupied by 
twelve persons; there is nostove and no water in the 
room. The atti twenty-five by eleven feet, ten 
feet high in the highest part; it contains three beds 
occupied by six persons; there is but one window in 
the room, and that does not let down at the top.’ 


Leatimony of -—. 


“Tam as uP erintendent of a cotton-mill, of experi 


ence in tl country and Europe, employing a large 
num oref speratives, several hundred of whom are 
children, ‘There are no more than one half of the 


children that can write their names at all, and many 
of those who ean do it but imperfectly. There is no 
system of schooling, and but a small portion have 
attended school at all. ’ . . 

At this moment, spite of all law, children under 
fifteen yearsofage, and some underten, are employed 
in factories all over the State eleven hours a day. 
And this is known from returns received by the 

ire rein the facet js 
{ diy too weak to 


P| 


and the law is confess 








reach and remedy the mischief.’’ * * * * 
“Next we entereda room occupied by H Me . 
wife, and three boys, at a rent of $1 23 a w 
Here the plastering was broken down, the walls 
dark and damp, and no furniture whatever in the 
room except a mattre and some trunks piled) l 
corner. The windows had been taken out to expel 
the tenants, the man heingout of work. The woman 
had been sheltered by a triend in Cambridge. ‘The 
futher and three boys had siept on the floor during 
the stormy night of the 18th, and those of the 10th 
nd 20th of December, without fire or covering 
except their own clothing.” . ° . a 
In another room on thelower floor, immediately 
over a cellartali of ster iv ¥ er, Were a nan and 
wife. As yet, the only furniture they had was a bed 
in the eorner, anda bittle fire of w l in the fire- 
place. The woman asked us to look into the cellar, 
which we insp in¢ f a lighted roll 
newspaper, but were soon riven out by the stench 


and reeking damp and dirt. In the whole yard are 
thirteen tamilies containing thirty-81xX persons, OO 
cupying twelve rooms.” 


ed 
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Another witness says: 


** There are several children in one of these facto- 
ries I visited lately under ten years of age, working 
their respective eleven and a half bours. which is 
considered by the parents to be cruel; in winter get- 
ting out of bed at an early hour and starting for 
their work at six and a half on cold mornings.”’ 


Let us examine for a moment the physical 
degeneracy of this State. Diseases result- 
on the increase, such as scrofulous complaints, 
dyspepsia, apoplexy, and neuralgia. It shows 


itself, too, in another form, which should || 


arouse the attention of every American cit- 
izen, and that is that the birth-rate in Massa- 
chusetts is constantly diminishing. In 1850 
the census returns the population of Massa- 


chusetts 994,514—Americans, 830,066; and 
foreign, 164,448. The registration reports of 
that State make the whole births 27,664— 


American, 16,189; foreign, 8,197, with 3,278 
mixed, most of which are of foreign descent. 
Llere we see that while the native population 
exceeds the foreign by more than five to one, 
yet the birth-rate of the latter is double the 
former. The census taken by the State for 
the year 1865 returns the whole population 
inthe same State as 1,267.003—American, 
1,002,545; and foreigners, 265,486. The regis- 


ing from a vicious course of life are greatly | 





the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Po.anp] 
covers the point contemplated by my amend- 
ment, and is entirely satisfactory to me. I 
therefore withdraw my amendment. 


| Mr. GRIFFITH. Under the arrangement 
_which was agreed upon as to the offering of 

amendments, I move to amend by adding to 
| section one the following: 


| Provided, That nothing contained in this section 
| shall be held to limit or abridge the power of Con- 
| gress over the public domain or interfere with 
granting bounty lands to the soldiers and sailors 
of our late war. 


Mr. HEREFORD. I move to amend see 
tion eight by inserting at the end thereof the 
| following : 


Provided, That no moneys belonging to any State 
| or Territory under this bill shall be withheld from 
| any State or Territory for the reason that the law 
| thereof provides for separate schools for white and 
| black children or refuses to organize a system of 
mixed schools. 


|. Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend by add- 


| . . ° 
| ing to section two the following: 


Provided, however, That after the passage of this 
| act no publie lands of the United States shall besold 
| except mineral lands and town sites; and all the 
| public lands of the United States adapted to agri- 
| culture shall be reserved for actual settlers under 
| the provisions of the homestead laws, subject, how- 
| ever, to land warrants and college scrip issued by 


tration report shows for the same year the || authority of Congress, and the grants which Con- 
'| gress shall hereafter make inthe Territories and new 


whole number of births, 


13,276; 


30,249—A merican, 
foreign, 14,180; and mixed, most of 
which were also foreign, 2,406. Here, again, 
we see that the native population outnumbers 
the foreign four to one, yet the number of 
births in the latter are actually greater than 
in the former. Yet the gentleman from Mas- 
achusetts [Mr. Hoar] has the ingratitude 
to say that these foreigners commit all the 
crimes in that State, and vote the Demo- 
ticket! If it be a fact that they do 
vote the Democratic ticket, then my party 
hus the credit, at least, of preventing a de- 
crease in the population of the old Common- 
wealth; for it is clear that were it not for 
the influx of a foreign population, Massachu- 
setts would to-day be on the decline, for it 


cratic 


is conclusively shown by her own registra- || 


tion reports, and other sources, that the num- 
ber of deaths among the native population 
that of the births! The birth-rate 


exceeds 


in Massachusetts is greatly behind that of every || by giving one to the South. 


nation in urope. 

hese considerations recommend themselves 
to every thinking mind at the present juncture 
of affairs. If Massachusetts has during the 
last ten years shaped the legislation of the 


| States for purposes of education. 


Mr. TAFFE. | offer the following amend- 
ment as an additional section : 


And be it further enacted, That nothing contained 
in this act shall be so construed as to affect in any 
| manner the existing law and regulations in regard 
| to the adjustment and payment to States, upon their 
| admission into the Union, of five per cent. of the net 
| proceeds of the sales of the public lands within their 


|| respective limits. 


Mr. PERCE. I 
debate. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, having 
reported the bill, is entitled to one hour after 
| the seconding of the previous question. 

Mr. PERCE. I yield ten minutes to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Kevuey. } 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, | desire to 
refer to the passing remark of the gentleman 
| from New Hampshire, [ Mr. Parker, ] that this 

was an effort to get three dollars for the North 
There is, so far 
| as | am aware, no northern State that needs 
| any measure of that kind. Certainly the State 
which I have the honor in part to represent 
does not. She has her school system, com- 
parable, I think, to any in the country. While 


now rise 


country in regard to the southern States, let || yet the South—yes, while yet Virginia, which, 
us now see that she does not fasten upon the | 


young and rising Commonwealths of the South 


and West a system of infidelity and rational- | 
ism; that the vices which are destroying her | 


own people to such an extent that her native 

population is on the decrease, are not forced 

upon the other portions of the country. For | 
when the whole country once reaches the limit 

that Massachusetts has, we have finished our | 
career; there is nothing left for us to do but | 
to die. When Greece and Rome failed to pro- 
duce men, they ceased to exist. We cannot | 
escape their fate. 

* | do not wish to be understood, on this sub- 
ject of physical degeneracy, as reproaching 
Massachusetts. I have no doubt some of the 
other educated States, if the statistics were at 
hand, would reveal the same state of things. 
But it is humiliating to our national pride 
that there should be in the first century of | 
our national existence a decrease in the native 
population of our most intelligent States. It 
is the duty of every statesman to address 
himself to this question and see wherein the 
difficulty lies. 

The SPEAKER, The hour of three o’clock 
has arrived, at which, according to the order 
of the House, the previous question is to be 
considered as seconded, and the main ques- 
tion ordered. 


Mr. PERCE. 





} 
} 


| 


as one of her Representatives [Mr. Harris] 
told us, is educating all her children—made 


i 
it a felony to teach a colored child to read. 


Pennsylvania, by the liberality of her citizens, 
had provided for a collegiate education for 
colored people both at Pittsburg and Phila- 
delphia. Her munificent system of common 
schools is coextensive with the State and the 
munificent endowment of Girard college, 
wherein a thousand poor white orphans are 
housed, fed, clothed, and advanced in the 
languages living and dead, and the higher 
mathematics—yet in addition to all this 


those of her citizens who died in hospitals or 
southern prisons, or on the field of battle, or 
or wounds. These are at the cost of $520,000a 
year, exclusive of the cost of the school system, 
cared for with motherly care, and educated to 
fit them for the most exalted duties of life. 
Having such provisions for the education of 
our children, we need not desire to rob the 
South in 
advantages. This measure is not unjust to the 
South, but is one which, if fairly carried into 





effect, will populate, enrich, and bless her. 
Sir, in passing, | may remark, that the terror 


The amendment offered by || of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Harris, ] 


Pennsylvania has assumed the charge of those | 
who should be the nation’s wards, the orphans | 
| of her soldiers—the sons and daughters of 


who are yet to die from the effects of exposure | 
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excited by his fear of mixed schools, poa, 
not be so extreme. If, as he seems to apy “i 
hend, such schools should be forced Upon the 
people of his and other States, it will in the 
South be but temporary; for all men know 
that the sun and atmosphere of the souther, 


| States soon bleach the blackest African, both 
in hair and complexion, to the colors charao. 


teristic of the purest Saxon lineage. 

Mr. HEREFORD. Will the gentlemay 
allow me to ask him whether he is in favor o¢ 
forcing mixed schools upon the people? 

Mr. KELLEY. Having but ten Minutes | 
decline to yield. In May, 1867, it was my pri, 
ilege to visit many of the freedmen’s schoo|s 
of Louisiana, Alabama, Georgia, North Car 


Olina, and of the gentleman’s own State of 


Virginia, and I found in each and all of them 
pupils of Saxon hue and Caucasian feature. 
with blue eyes, light hair, and Roman or Gy; 
cian nose. I said to the teachers of each schoo] 
‘*Tam glad you make no distinction of race, byt 
open your schools to all,’’ and invariably y 


' ceived in substance the same answer. Yes 


| and 
| none but the children of freedmen: 


’ 


at the school in Danville the reply was 4] 


Ae 


same as at Charlotte, Atlanta, Montgomery, 


New Orleans: ‘‘We receive as pupils 


all of 


| them were slaves and are remotely of African 


| the climate of the South that so changed the 


descent.’’ As the gentleman says there is 
no intercourse between the children of the 
different races because white children abhor 
it, [ would like to learn the age at which the 
abhorrence ceases, or whether it is the effect of 


i 


| complexion and features of those Virginians 
| of African descent. 





Mr. HEREFORD. I wish to ask the gen 
tleman from Pennsylvauia whether he is 
favor of forcing mixed schools onthe people? 

Mr. KELLEY. In view of such facts as | 
have referred to, no man is authorized to say 
that the southern people abhor social inter- 
course between the races. The complexions 
of millions of people attest the falsity of the 
assertion. 

Mr. HEREFORD. But that does not an- 
swer my question, whether the gentleman 
is in favor of forcing mixed schools upon the 
country. 

Mr. KELLEY. I cannot beinterrupted. | 
say this measure will open the South to settle- 
ment and development. She has advantages 


1 
ih 


|a thousand-fold greater than the Northwest. 


These have lain there for a century, and the 
emigrant shuns them. The emigrants from 
all lands shun the sunny and fertile fields of 
the South. Why? Because ignorance curses 
that beautiful region. Its water-power is greater 
than that of any other section. Itbhas mineral 
resources boundless in variety and extent, 
with which those of no other section can in 
either respect compare. Norfolk was the firs 
commercial city of this country, and Virginia 
was the first State of the country and the mother 
of States. Where is Norfolk to-day as a com 
mercial city? Where is Virginia in the list 
of States? Why do her mineral resources, 
why do her agricultural resources lie dead and 
unproductive? Why does her water-power, 
that might move more spindles than are in 
motion throughout the world, run to waste? 
It is because the South doomed the laborer 
to ignorance, and made it felony to teach 
the laboring child to read the Lord’s prayer, 
or any one of the ten commandments. ‘There 
are no schools there to welcome the chil- 
dren of the multitudes of emigrants who leave 
their homes to settle where they may own 
homesteads, and by their well-rewarded labor 
add to the world’s wealth, while improving 
their own condition and that of their families. 
Give the people of Europe the assurance that 
common schools have been opened through- 
out the South, that intelligence is permitted to 
prevail there, that intelligent industry and 
labor shall find companionship there, and you 
will drain New England of population. You 
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will find your villages growing into towns, and 
your towns into cities, and with all your vast 
resources you will not cry out, nor will the gen- 
‘eman from New Hampshire [Mr. Parker] 
make the plea for you, that New England, cold, 
barren, ice-bound New England. is so much 
more populous, that under a law of this kind 


the sunny South, with all its vast and varied || 


resources, cannot tempt enough people to dwell 
within her limits to secure her a fair share of 
the fund. 

fHere the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HEREFORD. ° Before the gentleman 
concludes I hope he will answer my question 
of forcing mixed schools on the people of the 
United States. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Will the gen- 


tleman from Ohio yield five minutes for me || 


to reply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. KeLLey ?] 
Mr. PERCE. I now yield for ten minutes 
to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GarFiep. } 
Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. In the ten min- 
utes given me [ shall address myself to two 


questions. The first is: what do we propose by | 
this bill to give to the cause of education? | 


and the second is: how do we propose to give || the energetic language of the reformer, to make 


it? Is the gift itself wise, and is the mode in 
which we propose to give it wise? ‘This 
arrangement will include all I have to say. 


And first we propose, without any change | 


in the present land policy, to give the net pro- 
ceeds of the public lands to the cause of edu- 
cation. During the last fifteen years these 
proceeds have amounted to a little more than 
thirty-three million dollars. That is almost 
exactly one per cent. of the entire revenues 
of the United States. The gift is not great, 
but yet in one view of the case it is princely. 
To dedicate for the future a fund which is now 
one per cent. of the revenues of the United 
States to the cause of education is to my 
mind a great thought, and Iam glad to give 
it my indorsement. i 
this act of giving, we almost copy its proto- 
type in what God himself has done on this 
great continent of ours. In the center of its 
greatest breadth, where otherwise there might 


It seems to me that in | 


be a desert forever, He has planted a chain | 


of the greatest lakes on the earth, and the || 


exhalations arising from their pure waters every | 


day come down in gracious showers, and make || 


that a blooming garden which otherwise might 
be adesert waste. And from our great wilder- 
ness lands it is proposed that their proceeds, 
like the dew, shall fall forever, not upon the 
lands, but upon the minds of the children of 
the nation, giving them for alltime to come all 
the blessing and growth and greatness that 
education can afford. That thought, I say it 
again, is a great one, worthy of a great nation, 
and this country will remember the man who 
formulated it into language, and will remem- 
ber the Congress that made it law. 

The other point is one of even greater prac- 
tical value and significance just now than this 
that I have referred to. It is this: howis this 
great gift to be distributed? We propose to 
give it, Mr. Speaker, through our American 


system of education; and in giving it, we do | 


not propose to mar in the least degree the har- 
mony and beauty of that system. If we did, I 


should be compelled to give my voice and vote || 


against the measure; and here and now, when 
we are inaugurating this policy, I desire to 
state for myself, and, as I believe, for many 
who sit around me, that we do here solemnly 
protest that this gift is not to disturb the 
American system of education, but it is rather 


tion; but I desire to say that all the philoso- 
phy of our educational system forbids that we 
should take such a course. 
moments awarded to me I wish to make an 
appeal for our system as a whole as against 
any other known to me. We look sometimes 
with great admiration at a Government like 
Germany, that can command the light of its 
| education to shine everywhere, that can 

enforce its school laws everywhere throughout 
| the empire. Under our system we do not 
rejgice in that, but we rather rejoice that here 
two forces play with all their vast power upon 
our system of education. The first is that of 
the local, municipal power under our State 
governments. There is the center of respons- 
ibility. There is the chief educational power. 
There can be enforced Luther’s great thought 
of placing on magistrates the duty of educating 
children. 

Luther was the first to perceive that Chris- 
tian schools were an absolute necessity. In 
a celebrated paper addressed to the municipal 
councilors of the empire in 1524, he demanded 
the establishment of schools in all the villages 
of Germany. To tolerate ignorance was, in 


common cause with the devil. The father of 
a family who abandoned his children to igno- 
rance was a consummate rascal. Addressing 
the German authorities, he said: 


** Magistrates, remember that God formally com- 
mands you to instruct children. This divine com- 
mandment parents have transgressed by indolence, 
by lack of intelligence, and because of overwork. 

* The duty devolves upon you, magistrates, to call 
fathers to their duty, and to prevent the return of 
these evils which we suffer to-day. Give attention 
to your children. Many parents are like ostriches, 
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And in the few | 








content to have laid an egg, but caring for it no | 


longer. 

_ Now, that which constitutes the prosperity of a 
city is not its treasures, its strong walls, its beauti- 
ful mansions, and its brilliant decorations. The 
real wealth of a city, its safety and its force is an 

' abundance of citizens, instructed, honest, and cul- 
tivated. 
whose fault is it, if not yours, magistrates, who 
have allowed our youth to grow up like neglected 
shrubbery in the forest? 


the armies of an enemy.” 


After quoting this passage from Luther, 
Laboulaye, in his eloquent essay entitled 
‘“‘ TL’ Etat et ses Limites,”’ 
says: 

“This familiar and true eloquence was not lost. 
There is not a Protestant country which has not 


placed in the front rank of its duties the establish- 
ment and maintenance of popular schools.”’ 


The duties enjoined in these great utterances 


If in our days werarely meetsuch citizens, || 
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igations, so as to enable that body to profit 
by the experience of other nations. 

Rev. J. Frazier, one of the assistant com- 
missioners appointed for this purpose, vis- 
ited this country in 1865, and in the following 
year made his report to Parliament. While 
he found much to criticise in our system of 
education, he did not withhold his expres- 
sions of astonishment at the important part 
which private enterprise played in our system. 
In concluding his report, he speaks of the 
United States as ‘‘a nation of which it is no 
flattery or exaggeration to say that it is, if not 
the most highly, yet certainly the most gener 
ally educated and intelligent people on the 
globe.”’ 

But a more valuable report was delivered to 
Parliament in 1868, by Mathew Arnold, one 
of the most cultivated and profound thinkers 
of England. He was sent by Parliament to 
examine the schools and universities of the 
continent, and after visiting all the leading 
States of Europe, and making himself thor 
oughly familiar with their system of education, 
he delivered a most searching and able report. 
In the concluding chapter, he discusses the 
wants of England on the subject of education. 
No one who reads that chapter can fail to 
admire the boldness and power with which he 
points out the chief obstacles to popular 
education in England. He exhibits the signifi- 
cant fact that while during the last half century 
there has been a general transformation in the 
civil organization of Kuropean Governments, 
England, with all her liberty and progress, is 
shackled with what he calls a civil organiza 


| tion, which is, from the top to the bottom of 


it, not modern. He says: 


“Transform she must unless she means to come at 
last to the same sentence as the church of Sardi 
*Thou hast a name that thou livest,and art dead.’ 

**However, on no part of this immense task of 
transformation have lL now to touch, except on that 
part which relates to education, but this part, no 
doubt, is the most important of all, andit isthe part 
whose happy accomplishment may render that of 


| allthe rest, instead of being troubled and difficult, 


*“ Ignorance is more dangerous for a people than | 


| tion in this country? 


gradual and easy.” * ° ° . . . 

** Obligatory instruction is talked of. But what is 
the capital difficulty in the way of obligatory in 
struction, or indeed any national system of instruc 
It is this, that the mument 


| the working class of this country have this question 


pages 204 and 205, || 


of Luther are recognized to the fullest extent | 


by the American system. But they are recog- 


nized as belonging to the authorities of the | 


State, the county, the township, the local 
communities. There, these obligations may be 
urged with all the strength of their high sanc- 
tions. There, may be brought to bear all the 
patriotism, all the morality, all the philan- 
thropy, all the philosophy of our people, and 
there it is brought to bear in its noblest and 
best forms. 

But there is another force even greater than 
that of the State and the local governments. It 
is the force of private voluntary enterprise, that 
force which has built up the multitude of pri- 
vate schools, academies, and colleges through- 
out the United States, not always wisely, but 
always with enthusiasm and wonderful energy. 
I say, therefore, that our local self-govern- 


enterprise, have made the American system of 


|| education what it is. 


to be used through it and as a part of it, and | 


to be wholly subordinated to what I venture to 
eall our great American system of education. 
On this question I have been compelied here- 
tofore to differ with many friends of educa- 
tion here and elsewhere, many who have 
thought it might be wise for Congress, in cer- 
tain contingencies, to take charge of the system 
of education in the States. I will not now 
discuss the constitutional aspects of that ques- 


|| cation. 


In further illustration of its merits, I beg 
leave to allude to a few facts of great signifi- 

' cance. The Governments of Europe are now 
beginning to see that our system is better and 

| more efficient than theirs. The public mind 
| of Iingland is now, and has been for several 
years, profoundly moved on the subject of edu- 


| been sent by the British Government to exam- 
| ine the school systems of other countries, and 
lay before Parliament the results of their invest- 





ment, joined to and codperating with private | 


Several commissioners have lately || 


e 
} 
it 


I 


of instruction really brought home to them, their 
self-respect will make them demands like the work 
ing classes on the continent, public schools, and not 


| schools which the clergyman or the squire or the 
|} mill-owner calls ‘my school!’ And what is the capi 


tal difficulty in the way of giving them publicschools? 
It is this, that the public school forthe people must 
rest uponthe municipal organization of the country. 
In France, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, the public 
elementary school has, and exists by having, 
commune andthe municipal government of the com- 
mune, as its foundations, and it could not exist with 
outthbem. But we in England have our municipal 
organization still to get; the country districts, with 
us, have at present only the feudal and ecclesia 
tical organization of the Middle Ages, or of Fran 
before the Revolution.” . . . 

‘“The real preliminary to an effective system of 
popular education is, in fact, to provide the country 
with an effective municipal organization; and here, 
then, is at the outset an illustration of what I said, 
that modern societies need acivil organization which 
is modern.’’ 


thea 
ih 


In the early part of 1870 a report was made 
to the minister of public instruction by Mr. C. 
Hippeau, a man of great learning, and who 
in the previous year had been ordered by 
the French Government to visit the United 
States and make a careful study of our system 
of public education. In summing up bis con 
clusions, at the end of his report, he express: 
opinions which are remarkable for their bol 
ness, when we remember the character of the 
French Government at that time; and iis re 
ommendations have a most siguificant appli 


| cation to the principle under cousideration. | 


translate his concluding paragraphs: 


‘‘What impresses me most strongly as the result 
of this study of public instruction in the United 
States is the admirable power of private enter- 
prise in a country where the citizens, asking noth 
ing from their Government, early adopted the habit 
of foreseeing their own wants for themselves; of 
meeting together and acting in concert; of com- 
bining their means of action; of determining the 
amount of pecuniary contribution which they will 
impose upon themselves, and of regulating its use; 
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and finally of choosing administrators who shall 
render them an account of the resources placed at 
their disposal, and of the use which they may make 
of their authority. 

“This is not the oecasion to insist on the advan- 
tages resulting from self-government in what con 


cerns the relations between public ofhieers chosen by 
e) ion and citizens who consider such officers only 
as tne vants 

The 
that 


» people of the United States are strangers to 
servility which bows belore a master; and on 


the other hand their officers are strangers to that 
insolent arrogance which treats with haughty con- | 
tempt those whom they believe they have the right | 
to command,’ . . . S ° i 

‘Never has a greater example been given by an | 
independent and free people; never has there been | 
produced a more brilliant proof of the excellence | 
olf democratic pustitutions, 

“The marvelous progress made in the United 
States during the last twenty years would have 
been impossible, if the national life, instead of 


being manifested on all pointa of 
been con¢ 


the suriace, had 
entrated in a capital, under the pressure | 
of a strongly organized administration, which, hold- | 
ing the under constant tutelage, wholly re- 
lieved them trom the care of thinking and acting 


I and for lves. Will 


by themeseive 


people 


themst France 


enter upon that path of decentralization which will 
infallibly result in giving a scope, now unknown to 
ili her vital forces, and to the admirable resources 
“ hehe po 3? In what especially concerns 
public instru t hall w : her multiplying, a 
in America, those free associat , those generous | 
donatious, which will enable usto place public in- 
truction on the broadest toundation, and to revive 
ir ir prov the l unive ties that will be 
come more flourishing as the citizens shall interest 
themselves directly in their progress? 

lo accomplish this, our citizens must resolve to 
breakr itely from that apathy and indifference 
which litthe by little have surrendered to Govern- 


ments all the aflairs which they ought to Manage 


| sion than that now allotted to me. The ques- 
i . 
| tion 


themeelve But it will also be necessary that Gov- 
ert if appreciating the wants of their epoch, 
eball with good grace relinquish a part of the duties 
pow imposed upon them, and aid the people in sup- 
j rtheri lré eof liberty, by enlarging the 
powers of the municipal councils and of the coun- 
’ of the departments, by favoring associations and 
pu meetings, which cease to be turbulent and 
langerou whenever they become a part of the 
i mal habits, by opening the freest field to the | 
examination and discussion of national interests; || 
i hort, by deserving the eulogy addressed by a 
moan of genius to a great minister of France: *‘Mon- | 

neur, you have labored ten years to make your- 

{ useless,’ ”’ 

I have made these citations to show how 


trongly the p iblic thought of Kurope is mov- 
ing toward our system of public education as 
tter and freer than theirs. I not now | 
discuss the broader political question of State 
and municipal government as contrasted with 


do 


centralized government. I am = considering 
what is the best system of organizing the educa 


tional work of a nation, not from the political 
tand-point alone, but from the stand-point of 
the school- house This work of public 
education partakes in a peculiar way of the 
spirit of the human mind in itsefforts for cult- 
ure. ‘] he mind 


neous control as possible ; 


itself, 


must be as free from extra- 
must 
for knowl- 
instructors and books are 
necessary helps, the fullest and highest success 
st spring from the power of self-help. 
So the bestsystem of education isthat which 
its chief support from the voluntary 
effort of the community, from the individual 
effort and trom those burdens of 
taxation which they voluntarily impose upon 
emselves. The assistance proposed in this 
bill is to be given through the channels of this, 
our American system. The amount proposed | 
is large enough to stimulate to greater effort 
and to general emulation the different States 
and the local school authorities, but not large 
enough to carry the system on, and to weaken 
all these forces, by making the friends of edu- 
cation feel that the work is done for them | 
without their own effort. Government shall 
be. only a help to them, rather than a com- 
mander in the work of education. 

In conciusion, I say that in this bill, in the | 
pending bill, we disclaim any control over the || 
educational system of the States. We only re- 
quire reports of what they do with our bounty ; 
and those reports brought here and pubiished 
for the information of the people will spread || 
abroad the light, and awaken the enthusiasm || 
and emulation of our people. This policy isin | 
harmony with the bill of 1867, creating the ! 


the inspiration of its own desires 


; and while 


ecto 


qrTaws 


sol citizens, 


work under || 


' such as has been brought forward by the Com- 
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Bureau of Education, and whose fruits have 
already been so abundant in good results. I 
h ype that the House will sets its seal of approval 
on our Americansystem of education, and will | 
adopt this mode of advancing and strengthene | 
ing it. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. PERCE. I now yield ten minutes to | 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Goop- 
RICH. | 

Mr. GOODRICH. Mr. Speaker, the import- 
ance of the prop ysed measure 18 such ase to 
induce the wish for more time fos its discus 


between those who would devote 
the net proceeds of the public lands to any 
other purpose than that of education, and 
those who would devote it wholly to that great | 
interest to the exclusion of everything else, | 
and my own views incline me to affiliate with 
the friends of education. 

Sir, there is, in my opinion, no interest 
nore vital to the development, wealth, strength, 
and security of our free, rational system of 
government than that general education of 
all classes and conditions of people which it is 
the object of the bill now under consideration 
to secure through the schools already estab- 
lished or to be established in the several States. 
And while this is a measure well worthy of 
attention on general grounds, it is now called 
for and specially demanded in consequence 
of the recent enfranchisement of the colored 
race among us; a race which exhibits many 
bright examples of proficient scholarship in 
our midst—sufficient, certainly, to vindicate its 
capacity for culture; and yet, owing to the 
long denial to it of the means of culture, it is 
at the present time almost universally without 
it. And, considering the cause for this lack 
of culture and education, and the relation the 
Government has stood to it, is there not reason | 
for saying that the nation now absolutely owes 
education to the newly enfranchised citizens 
as a matter of strict justice to them? And 
how else but by securing it to them can the 
policy of their enfranchisement be carried out; 
tor why enfranchise if you do not educate? 

But, sir, to say nothing of national obliga- 
tions to this uneducated part of our people, 
and looking at the question of extending to 
them the means of education simply from its 
influence on the general welfare, and still the 
measure should be undoubtedly adopted ; for, 
let it be borne in mind, these newly enfranchised 
citizens are not a mere handful: they form 
full one tenth of our entire population, and 
are so distributed in different States as to con- 
stitute an actual majority of population in 
some, (Louisiana, Mississippi, and South Car- 
olina,) and number approximating very nearly 
to that in several others. The bare statement 
sir, shows what a vital interest these States, 
must have in the education of this new voting 
element, which is hereafter to exercise so con- 
rolling an influence on their welfare. 
under the constitutional bond of affinity which | 
prevails, their welfare is indissolubly con- 
nected with that of all; hence, the general | 
welfare is concerned. 

Sir, in referring to the uneducated condition 
of our colored population, in connection with 
the cause for it, and their recent enfranchise- 
ment, as a special reason for some measure | 


arises 





mittee on Education and Labor, I must not be 
understood as in any manner asserting that, 
uneducated as they are, they have not, as a | 
general thing, thus far exercised the newly 
bestowed franchise discreetly ; nor that there 
are not those of the white race, both in the | 
States where they are principally distributed, | 
and in all the Other States, equally ignorant 

and in need of education as themselves. In- 

deed, the same cause acting in a measure on 

the white race has, in the late slave-holding 

States, reduced no inconsiderable number of | 
them to the same condition of illiteracy and | 
ignorance. 








sources of information, let me state that w} 
in the States heretofore classed as free States 
there is only about an average of five per cent. 
of the adult population that cannot read and 
write, in the seventeen States formerly clagg;. 
fied as slave States, inclading New Mexico 
and the District of Columbia, the average per 
cent. is forty-four, and in several of these 
States as high as sixty per cent. of the whole 
adult population, and even higher. 

Mr. Speaker, the statement of facts now 


vile 


| given brings me to one of the points in which 


I have felt constrained to dissent from the bij] 
which has been brought forward by the com. 
mittee. That proposes to distribute the net 
proceeds of the public lands among the States 
according to the basis of their population. 
Now, from information received from the 
Commissioner of the Land Office, it appears 


| that for six years ending June 80, 1871, the 


average net proceeds of the cash sales of the 
public lands was annually a little over a mil- 
lion dollars. 

And now if this sum be divided among the 
several States on the basis of population it wil! 
give, as will be seen, to the States heretofore 
denominated free States, which generally have 
large populations and but a small percentage 
of illiteracy, large dividends, and to the late 
slave States, with much smaller populations, 
but a greatly increased percentage of illiter- 
acy, only inconsiderable sums, scarcely sufli- 
cient to operate as an encouragement for the 
establishment or maintenance of schools for 
general education. For this reason, sir, | 
have moved to amend by substituting, as the 
basis of the division, the ratio of illiteracy in 
the several States, that being the real evil to 
be removed. 

Sir, although this amendment, if adopted, 


| will give less to the State which I have the 
| honor in part to represent, and more to the 


States where more is needed, still, believing it 


| to be the only true principle of distribution to 





And, 1 


be adopted, considering the end in view, and 
believing that my action will be fully sustained 
by the justice and magnanimity of my State, 
and meet with general approval on the part of 
all the States heretofore known as free States, 
I hope it will be adopted. 

Mr. Speaker, the bill under consideration 
should be amended, in my opinion, in other 
respects, which, however, the time allotted 
me will not enable me to point out. And | 
can only add that if amended in the point to 
which the amendment I have submitted applies, 
I shall, as a humble friend of the cause of 
popular education reaching to all classes and 
conditions of people, feel constrained to give 
my support to the bill, though in some respects 
it may be less perfect than | could desire. 

Mr. PERCE. Inowyield to the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Stevenson] for a short time. 

Mr. STEVENSON addressed the House. 
[His remarks will be found in the Appendix. | 

Mr. PERCE. I now ysield to the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. SHanxs] for five minutes. 

Mr. SHANKS. Tam in favor of the pas- 
sage of this bill, because it provides for a gen- 
eral system of education, so far as the amount 
of money to be derived from this source will go 
to that end. I would not be for it if it directed 


_ the sale of the public lands for the purpose of 


raising money to carry on the school system. 
I would not be in favor of taking away from 
the settler the right of preémption and home- 
stead. I would not be in favor of opening a 
door to encroachments upon the rights of the 
Indians of this country to whom the nation has 
ceded lands. But it is because this bill does 


|| not interfere with any of these rights, and 


because it does provide for a general system 
of education that I am in favor of it. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Storm] has objected to the bill on the ground 
that the method of distribution proposed would 
be injurious to the landed system of the coun- 
try; but, sir, I believe that if this bill be 


And, drawing from authentic || passed and becomes a law, if it is understood 


1872. 





—— 










shrough< 
arising i 
» go to 
be tewer 
in, Cons 
or that } 
nroveme 
man, in 
has to ¢ 
she peo} 
of the n 
echool 
measuré 
to the 
save to 
apprehe 
Mr. | 
there 8 
House 
for the 
in thos 
men hb 
charge 
and vo 


public 
that sl 
their a 
held i 
to pal 
ernm 
these 
freed 
pate 
I gay 
to 8p 
peop 
prop 
M 
the 
Daw 
M 
will 
of g 
gent 
Fric 
the 
ben 
adv 
gen 
gen 
it, 
cor 
did 
pie 
so] 
an 
thi 
flo 
he 
ca 








1872. 





— 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


861 





-hroughout the country that the net proceeds 
rising from the sale of the public lands are 
+) go to the education of the people, there will 
he fi fewer acres of the public domain squander red 
‘» Congress by bills for the support of this 


that project for private profit or public im- | 
I believe that when a Congress- | 


provement. 
man, in thus giving away the public lands, 
has to cast his vote not only against the will of 


ihe people, but also against an appropriation | 


of the net proceeds of those public lands for 
school purposes, he will hesitate. Thus a 
measure of this kind will be a protection 
to the public-land system, and will in fact 
save to the country that which it has been 
apprehended may be lost by the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, [ am utterly surprised that 
should 
House against the appropriation of any fund 
for the education of the people, and especially 
in those States in which millions of uneducated 
men have recently been called upon to dis- 
charge their duty to their country as citizens 
and voters. I am ready to vote not only for 


there 


have been a word said in this | 





this measure, but for appropriations of the | 
public money, if necessary, to carry on a system | 


that shall secure education to those who with 
their ancestors for hundreds of years have been 
held in bondage, and yet are to-day called upon 
to participate in the management of the Gov- 
ernment, 
these people have been raised from slavery to 
freedom and endowed with the right to partici- 
pate in the management of the Government. 


[ say that it is a wise act for the Government 


to spend money in educating these millions of 
people to w hom education is necessary for the 
proper discharge of their duties to the country. 

Mr. PERCE. I now yield ten minutes to 


the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
DawEs. | 
Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, ten minutes 


will not suffice even for the simple purpose | 


of gratifying the ambition expressed by the 
gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. SHELLABARGER] on 
Friday last, in which | confess | am a sharer ; 


the ambition to connect one’s name with go | 


beneficent a measure. I do not propose to 


advocate the details of the bill, but simply the | 
It has not the scope which the | 


general idea. 
gentleman from Ohio seemed to perceive in 
it, that of taking the whole public domain and 
consecrating it to this work. 
did that. 1 wish that every acre now unoccu- 
pied by the settler and unappropriated to the 
saiaien were by this bill consecrated to so good 


and noble a purpose as that contemplated by 
this bill. 


has been pre syed upon within the last ten years 
cannot, as they look back upon the disposition 
which has been made of it, fail to regret any 
omission on their part to resist the constant 


and greedy manner in which it has been spoli- | 


ated upon the floor of Congress. With the 
exception of one or two main arteries of rail- 
road across the nation, | have voted contin- 
ually against the appropriation of the public 
lands to railroad purposes; yet so far as 
they have been appropriated to the develop- 
ment and growth and population of the coun- 
try, 1 do not regret the appropriation. But 


such a large share of these lands has gone to | 


other purposes that it is questionable whether 
as a whole the policy has not been bad. 

But, sir, the bill does not mean, as | wish it 
did, that the proceeds of the public lands are 
to be directed exclusively to the points where 
they are most needed. 1 recognize the defect 


in the bill which has been suggested by the gen- | 


tleman from New Hampshire, [ Mr. Parker, } 
though not to the extent which he suggests. [| 
would like to overcome that objection if it were 
in my power, so as to concentrate the whole 
of these proceeds upon those points in the 
country where we feel there is most need of 
them. 

Sir, there is nothing that we are so slow to 
acknowledge in the growth and development 


By the liberating policy of the nation | 


Sir, I wish it | 


Those who have witnessed on this | 
floor the manner in which the public domain | 











of this Government as that we are becoming 


a nation, not only in name, but in eve arything 
that goes along with and makes up a nation. 
Our friends on the other side attribute this to 
political advance in the administration of the 
Government. Sir, the concentration of power 
here at Washington, the making here year 
by year of this Government more and more a 
nation within the last ten years, has been the 
result of forces hidden in the very growth and 
development of this nation which nothing 
could hinder and nothing could stay. 

The railroads which traverse the country 
from one end to the other, the telegr: ‘ph 
which makes a man who speaks here speak 
to the whole nation, the railroads which carry 
all trade from one side of the continent to 
the other—all of them make State lines, in 
spite of all that can be done, but imaginary 
lines; make us too much, [ am sorry to say, 
yet inevitably so, one people, one nation. In 
thought, in fecling , in purpose, in impulse, in 
action, in everything, we are 
means of these one 
nation. 


becoming by 


forces people and one 


And what has happened within the 


last ten years has been but precipitating re- | 


sults which 
nature of 


were 
things 


just as inevitable in 
as this Government 


the 


|| from Tennessee [ Mr. 


would | 


grow and avail itself of these improvements 


in travel, in skill, in communication, in traf: 
fic, in commerce, in thought, in speech, and 
in everything that makes a man 
develop himself. 

I do not desire to hasten it. Ido not desire 
to do anything which will hasten this result. 
[ only say it is our duty to recognize the exist- 
ence of these forces. And when we passed 
the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution, 
when it became necessary as a result of the 
war for the national Government to undertake 
to regulate the franchise in this country, and 
to say who should and who should not 
the ballot in this country, 
in Massachusetts or 


grow and 


so that a ballot cast 


Arkansas, or upon the | 


have | 


Pacific slope or in Pennsylv: ania, not only | 


affected the locality where it was dropped, but 
the whole nation alike, it became absolutely 
necessary we should take upon us the burden 
also along with this constitutional enactment; 
that all.we clothed with this power should also 
be furnished by us, for our own safety and 
protection and self-defense, with that intelli 
gence which shall make the power in their 
hands a power for protection and strength, 
rather than for destruction and weakness. We 
‘an no longer shut our eyes, we can no longer 
throw off the obligation we took upon ourselves 
when we clothed these people, four million at 
the South, and in all the States—when the peo- 
ple undertook here as a part of the great devel- 
opment to which I have alluded, and as one of 
the necessary results from it, that we would 
recognize the elective franchise—from 
moment it was one of the necessities of the 
Government that those we clothed with the 
ballot should have the means of casting that 
ballot intelligently. Sir, ‘‘there is that scat- 
tereth and yet increaseth, and there is that 
withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth 
to poverty.’’ 

Mr. PERCE. I will now yield for a min- 
ute to the Delegate from Arizona, [ Mr. 
McCormick. | 


Mr. McCORMICK, of Arizona. [| had hoped 


that | 


the opportunity would be given me to say some- | 


thing for the Territories of the United States; 
but as I am to be allowed but a single minute, 
I ask that I may be permitted to print what | 
have to say on this most important question, 

Leave was granted; aud the 
printed in the Appendix 

Mr. PERCE. Mr. Spe aker, before pro- 
ceeding to the discussion of the bill itself, I 
desire to call the attention of the House for a 
moment to one or two amendments. In sec- 
tion four of the bill we provide that one half 
of the net proceeds of the public lands for the 
previous year shall be apportioned among the 
several States and Territories 


remarks will be | 


'| tributed where 


trict of Columbia on the basis of population. 
lhe committee, in framing the bill, endeavored 
as far as possible to place the tunds to be 
derived from the proceeds of the public lands 
in the places where they were actually needed ; 
but, in looking over the whole ground, we came 
to the conclusion that the basis of population 
would be the only basis acceptable to the House. 
| The amendment offered by the gentleman 
Burier] bases this ap- 
| portionment upon the population of the States 
| and ‘Territories between the ages of four and 
twenty-one years. When this amendment was 
| submitted, we referred the matter to the Cen- 
| sus Bureau, and ascertained that these were 
| census ages, and that such population could 
be ascertained from the tables of the Census 
Bureau as easily as the entire population of 
the States. Ihe amendment will have this 
effect: that the fund will be more largely dis- 
there are more children to re- 
| ceive the benefits thereof. Itis a fact ascer- 
tained by the census tables that we have more 
children in the South than there are in the 
North, and that there are more children in 
the West than there are inthe East. We desire 
to place this fund and to give the benefit of 
it to sections of the country where there are 
the greater number of children to be educated. 
So far, therefore, as | am concerned, I ask the 
House to sustain the amendment of the gentle- 
man from l’ennessee, [Mr. Bur.er. ] 
| Wehave, sir, another amendment offered by 
| the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. Pouanp. } 
In framing the bill the committee desired to 
avoid all questions in regard to the previous 
| distribution of the public lands, whether by 
way of bounty or broach homestead laws, or 
otherwise. We had, as we believed, entirely 
escaped interfering, in any way, shape, or man- 
| ner, with any of these laws. Neither did we 
inteud to bind Congress, for that was impos 
sible, as to the future; but as some genile- 
men thought that would be the effect of it, | 
submit that the amendment of the gentleman 
from Vermont will cure any defect that may 
possibly exist in the bill in that regard. 

Another amendment to the bill, which is in 
accordance with my own individual views, is 
the amendment of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Goopricnu,} which provides 

That for the first ten years the distribution of the 
said fund to and among the several States and Ter- 
| ritories, including the District of Columbia, shall be 
made according to the ratio of the illiteracy of their 
respective populations, as shown, from time to time 
by the last preceding published census of the United 


~ 


States. 





Upon the first blush this will appear to be 
a premium upon ignorance, but I know of no 
other means of giving any fund created by the 
United States for the purpose of stimulating 
education to such portions of the country as 
most greatly need it, other than the method 
offered by the gentleman from New York. [| 
recognize in its full force the objection of the 
gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. Par- 
KER] to giving this fund tothe northern States 
where it is not needed. I know, sir, that in 
the northern States there are systems of public 
education thoroughly organized and far ad- 
vanced, but | also know that in the South we 
| are new upon all questions of education ; that 
we have a vast proportion of the population 
new-born to freedom, and just emerging from 
the ignorance and corrupting influences of 
| bondage, and another portion of the popula 
tion with all their mental and moral being still 
shrouded in the shadow of slavery, and resisi 
ing with all their power and in every way (!rom 
the passive policy of keeping their children 
from the public school up to the burning of 
school-houses and whipping and murdering 
teachers) the system of education, and that we 
must have some stimulus applied from outside 
the State government to infuse life into the 
school system, which the Republican party of 
the South are endeavoring to inaugurate in 
| that section. As before stated, the basis of 


and the Dis- || population seemed to the committee, though 
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desirous of applying the fund where most 
needed, as the one most likely to meet favor 
in the House. 1 am convinced, however, by 
the course of this debate, that the Representa- 
tives of the northern States are more just, more 
generous, than we gave them credit for. I 
believe it to be the general desire of the House 
to add to the boon of freedom conferred upon 
the colored man the blessings of education, and 

» believing I shall ask the House to support 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
New York, {| Mr. Goopricu.] The amendment 
of the gentieman from Tennessee makes the 
basis of apportionment the number of children 
of school age, and is intended to be as perma- 
nent as the grant itself. The amendment of 
the gentleman from New York is intended to 
meet the immediate pressing necessities and 
wants of the country. 

l ask the friends of the measure to support 
these amendments. After a careful examina- 
tion of all other amendments proposed, we 
cannot give them our support. Most of the 
points made by them were considered by the 
committee in framing the bill, and after care- 
ful discugsion and reflection were rejected. 
We ask the friends of the bill to steadily vote 
down all amendments save those referred to. 

in preparing the bill before the House I had 
no idea that it would be attacked on constitu- 
tional grounds. I could not conceive how a 
measure intended to stimulate, strengthen, and 
build up the educational system of the several 
States could be construed into an attack upon 
the rights of those States, but as such a course 
has been pursued and its constitutionality chal- 
lenged, [ cannot consent to permit the argu- 
ment or the challenge to go unanswered. In 
submitting any remarks upon the right of the 
General Government to establish a national 
system of education, | must protest they are 
not germane to the issues presented by the bill, 
but are entirely in response to arguments seized 
upon bythe other side of the House in want of 
beiter. They must say something, so the old 
changes are rung upon the rights of States. Sir, 
if there be in the English language a phrase, or 
if there be in political history or philosophy a 
principle, the people of this country havearight 
to loathe and detest, it isthe phrase State rights 
and the principle it distinguishes, when those 
rights and those principles have a Democratic 
interpretation. State rights was the cry of des- 
potism and slavery through seventy long years 
of Democratic rule, and the slave driver’s lash 
whistling through the air ever sung the song 
of ‘‘reserved rights and delegated powers.”’ 
State rights, surrounded by its immense ditch 
of ** domestic institutions,’’ was the last strong- 
hold of slavery destroyed by the enlightened 
progress of freedom. State rights was the 
father of secession, and author of all the blood- 
shed, disease, death, and desolation of the 
rebellion; and now when the personal free- 
dom of the people throughout our whole coun- 
try is attained, and freedon of mind is attempt- 
ed, we hear the old war-cry of ** State rights,’’ 
‘*delegated powers,’’ ‘reserved rights,’’ and 
‘*unconstitutional law,’’ from the mouths of 
the same party which so long has attempted 
to block the progress of true liberty. 

While L say this much | do not wish to be 
anderstood as attempting opposition to the 
principle of divided sovereignty distinguish- 
ing our peculiar form of government. Rak 
erly interpreted, it conserves the rights of the 
individual citizen just as surely as an erroneous 
interpretation did attempt the life of the na- 
tion. Lean conceive other methods of securing 
civil and religious liberty, and that is the great 
end to be attained in all free Governments ; 
but I cannot say either of these other methods 
are so well calculated to sustain and perpet- 
uate that liberty as by that peculiar form of 
divided sovereignty, where the power of the 
nation and the power of the States, if either 
be assailed, and the rights of the individual 

citizen of both State and nation, at all times 
are protected by the paramount Constitution 
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of the land. But, sir, when an attempt is 
made to bar the elevation and enlightenment 
of mankind by arraying this peculiar form 
of government against them, I say the con 
struction is erroneous or the principle is 
wrong, and against either will do battle to the 
uttermost. I proceed to examine more fully 
the arraignment of the Constitution made by 
the Democratic side of the House. I find by 
the preamble of 
objects were : 


“To form a more perfect Union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquillity, provide for thecommon 
defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.” 

These were the great objects to be attained. 


If they are secured, the Constitution has ful- 


the Constitution that its | 


filled the intention of its authors; if not, it and | 


the Government of which it is emphatically the '| earliest known dates to the present hour that 


| asa people become more enlightened so do they 
| become better citizens, more obedient in peace 


foundation is a failure. In carrying out these 
objects we find the provision that— 


“to provide for the common defense and general 
welfare of the United States.”’ 


And— 


The Congress shallhave power” * * * #*| 


“To make all laws which shall be necessary and | 


proper for carrying into execution the foregoing 
powers, and all other powers vested i 
tution in the Government of the United States, orin 
any department or officer thereof.”’ 

The great charter of our’'Government neces- 
sarily deals in general language. 
were notcreatingan ephemeral law unto them- 
selves, but were building the foundation where- 
on to rest all the laws of a great and growing 
nation through alltime. They could not know 
the wants or provide for the necessity of the 
unknown future by minute detail. The Consti- 
tution must expand with the growth of the 
nation, and hence, as is aptly stated by the 
court in the case of Martin vs. Hunter, 1 
Wheaton, page 304: 


_ Its powers are expressed in general terms, leav- 
ing to the Legislature from time to time to adopt 
its own means to effectuate legitimate objects, and 


by the Consti- | 


Its authors | 


to mold and remodel the exercise of its own powers | 


as its own wisdom and the public interests should 
require, . 

This being the general formation of the 
national Government, let us turn for a moment 
to the question of State government. ‘There 
is no doubt that the division of this country 
into several States resulted from the accident 
of colonization, and is therefore to be attributed 
to the providence of the Supreme Ruler rather 
than to the wisdom of man. It becomes us, 
therefore, in investigating this subject to search 
for reasons why this accident should inure to 
our great good. The blessings of this forma- 
tion of our institutions do not followa blind, 
unreasoning love of place, paramount to the 
allegiance of the subject to the nation; the 
boasted allegiance of the southern citizen to 
the State of his nativity was nothing more, and 
resembled the unreasoning instinct of the 
beasts of the field following their leader tothe 
slaughter-pen, rather than the thoughtful action 
of free citizens. If there be not philosophy 
in this divided sovereignty, then is it worse 
than useless. 
of the distinct rights of the State under the 
general Constitution? 

I assert, sir, it is that thereby the general 
principles and powers of the whole Govern- 
ment, State, and nation, through the ma- 


chinery of the government of each State, are | 


What, then, is the advantage | 


carried into minute detail in accordance with | 


the wishes and wants of every distinct local- 
ity; and in return the individual, through the 
organization of the several States with their 
town councils, county boards, State Legisla 
ture, and the executive and judicial branches 
of government, is educated in the duties of a 
citizen of a free Government, made to com- 
prehend his responsibility as a citizen, and 
prepared to sustain his part in the social 
organism. Carried thus far, the doctrines of 
State rights have ever proved a blessing; car- 
ried beyond this, they plunged the country into 
a fratricidal warfare, the results whereof no 
man can yet foretell. 

The powers I have cited as given in express 
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terms to the General Government are amon 
the most comprehensive grants contained inthe 


| Constitution. President Madison declared that 








‘‘the common defense and general welfare 
embrace every object and act within the pur. 
view of a legislative trust;’’ while upon the 
same subject, Alexander Hamilton said: 

* The phrase (general welfare) is as comprehensiys 
as any that couid have been used, because it was not 
fit that the constitutional authority of the Union to 
appropriate its reyenue should have been restricted 
within narrower limits than the general welfare, and 
because this necessarily embraced a vast variety of 
particulars which are susceptible neither of specifi. 
cation nor of definition.” ; 

Now, sir, I take it there is no one bold 
enough to deny that education elevates and 
ennobles its possessors. It has been demon. 
strated by the history of the world from the 


and more terrible in war. History is so ful] 
of illustrations of this fact that the proposition 
has become axiomatic. In a construction of 
the Constitution we are not bound to rules sim- 
ilar to those governing the courts in expound. 
ing law under the Constitution; nay, the courts 
themselves are. bound by entirely different rules 
in the construction of the Constitution as dis. 
tinguished from the laws under it, and have go 
held from the earliest days of the Republic. 
The intentions of the Constitution are expressed 
in its preamble, and being so expressed they be- 
come principles of the Government formed by 
that Constitution and control its construction, 
Every clause vesting power in the United 
States relates back to the principle stated in 
the preamble, and admitting that the intelli- 
gence of the people makes them more law- 
abiding, upright, peaceable, honest, and brave, 
you declare the necessity of providing for the 
common defense and promoting the general 
welfare by proper laws for the education of 
our citizens. 

I believe, sir, 1 have established the prop- 


| osition that the education of the people comes 


within the express clause of the Constitution. 
But the power of the Government to establish 
an educational system does not entirely rest 
upon the express grant of power to Congress. 
On the contrary, | assert that the provision 
that ‘‘the United States shall guaranty to 
every State in this Union a republican form 
of government”’ is amply sufficient. 

Under this section the subject ceases to be 
a constitutional question, and resolves itself 
into a question of necessity. The necessity 
proven, there is no doubt of the power. I do 
not believe there isa gentleman on the floor 
of this House who will assert that a republican 
form of government could be maintained by a 
people entirely ignorant; nay, with a majority 
of the people in ignorance. A _ republican 
Government, based upon the will of the people, 
expressed by them from time to time through 
appointed means, presupposes an amount of 
intelligence in the citizen necessary to grasp 
the various questions presented to him for 
action. 

A Government republican in form goes be- 
yond a Government based upon the mere will 
of the people. The latter may be monarchical 
in form, as claimed by the late empire of 
France, while the American idea of a republic 
contemplates a constitutional charter dividing 
the powers into executive, legislative, and judi- 
cial branches, each independent of and dis- 
tinct from the other, elected by the people, or 
chosen as they may direct, at stated periods, out 
of and by the body of the people, every citi- 
zen having absolute equality in the exercise 
of his rights in making such choice. Such a 
republic can never exist without the education 
of all its children. Lacking such education, 
the State would be plunged into ignorance in 
a single generation. 


I do not think it necessary to pursue the 
general question further. As I have before 
stated, the question of the establishment of 
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. national system is not in issue. We pro- | 
aad to aid and assist the educational sys- 
ns ee by the several States. We rec- 
nize the right and propriety of the State to 
»rovide for the teaching of its own children; | 
He for myself, and I think forthe entire com- 
mittee reporting the bill, I can say I believe 
would be impolitic, if not impossible, for 
» Federal Government toestablish a general 
in of education fitted to all the variety of 
wants in the different States. 

[he whole tenor of this bill is against it. 

do not create a single new officer. We 
ave the control of the public lands where it | 
pow is, in the General Land Office. No offi- || 
cer of the United States handles a dollar of | 
the money. No officer of the Government 

ypplies any portion of the proceeds of the fund. 

i leaves the control of the United States the 
moment the apportionment is made by the 
United States upon the basis established by a 
general census, and immediately comes under 

the exclusive control of the State government, 

which, through its officers, distributes the fund 
as its Legislature shall direct in aid of the 
purpose of the grant. No bill could more dis- 
tinetly define the divided sovereignty than does 

the provisions of thisact. [have said thus much 
in deference to the statements, far-fetched and 
erroneous though they be, made by gentlemen 
on the other side of the House. 

In the remarks made by the gentleman from 
Georgia{ Mr. McInryre] on offering his amend- 
ment to the bill, he used this language: 

“T feel safe in expressing my belief that there is 
intelligence and patriotism enough in the State of 
Georgia to-day to manage its proportion of this fund 
properly if it is turned over to the State. I believe 
there is sufficient intelligence and patriotism in 
every State of the Union to carry out this object. 
Ido not believe that the State of New York or 
Pennsylvania or any other State of the Union is so 
jost to virtue and patriotism as to be unfaithful in 
the disposition of this fund. Iam willing to trust 
every ove of the States in this regard. They have 
managed this matter for themselves heretofore, and 
I believe they can do it still.”’ 

Now, sir, I have no doubt the gentleman 
from Georgia honestly believes every word he 
utters, and [I honor him in his belief, but, 
unfortunately, the action of his State does not 
warrant his statement or sustain the theory so 
honorable to the gentleman advocating it. I 
find, upon turning to the law of 1862, on page 
503, volume twelve, Statutes-at-Large, that 
the State of Georgia was entitled to receive 
under that act thirty “thousand acres of land for 
each Senator and Representative in Congress, 
amounting to two hundred and seventy thou- 
sand acres of land, equivalent to $337,500 at } 
$1 25 per acre, the stipulated minimum price. 
‘These lands were granted upon the express 
condition that within five years the State tak- 
ing the benefit of the act should provide at 
least one college, wherein the leading object 
of its teaching should be such branches of 
learning as are related to agriculture and the 
mechanic arts. I find in that bill no less 
than seven special clauses, and a much larger 
number of provisos which contain conditions. 
I find by the record that under a special act 
of Congress passed for the purpose of permit- 
ting her so to do, the State of Georgia accepted 
the grant, with all its provisions and conditions, 
on the 10th day of March, 1866; and yet, sir, | 
on the 29th day of December, 1871, more than 
five years after her acceptance of the land, in 
a list of States which have not established 
State industrial colleges, but have accepted the 
congressional land grant of July 2, 1862, 
against the. State of Georgia I find the fatal 
word ‘‘none.’’ Georgia does not stand alone 
upon this record of broken pledges. Alabama, 
Florida, Louisiana, Nevada, North Carolina, 
Oregon, South Carolina, and Texas have 
utterly neglected to fulfill the duties and con- 
ditions so “solemnly assumed; while Connecti- 
cut, Virginia, Rhode Island, my own State, | 
and, in fact, most of the States of the Union, 
have defrauded the fund created by the act by 
perverting it to the aid of the literary schools 
of the country. With such flagrant examples 
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before us, I submit, sir, it becomes us as legis- 
lators to insert in all bills granting lands a 


| power to coerce the application of the fund to | 


the purpose intended by the grant. 


: 


Again, Mr. Speaker, | find the bill attacked | 


| upon the ground that no one outside this Hall is 


asking such legislation. I hardly know what 
will meet the objections of a mind so consti- 
tuted as to make this kind of opposition to any 
measure. Such profound ignorance of fact, 
coupled with such profound self-abnegation, 
can hardly be found even ‘‘in this season of 
profound peace.”’ Sir, if gentlemen suppose 


| the powers of Congress are circumscribed by 
the right of petition, they entirely misconceive | 


the organization of the nation’s Legislature, 
its powers, and its duties. We do not sit here 
merely to pass judgment upon the prayers of 
petitioners like the justices of our courts. Our 
functions are of a higher and a nobler order. 
The heart of the nation throbs beneath the 


shadow of the dome of its Capitol, and with 


each pulsation its feeling, its thought, is car- 
ried to the remotest member. 

Gentlemen say no one asks for this legisla- 
tion. Sir,in response, I assert that I, acitizen 
of the United States, have the right to ask it. 


As the representative of one hundred and sixty | 


thousand citizens to be benefited by its pro- 
visions, it is my duty to ask it; and although 
the sound may seem ominous to the future of 
the party, gentlemen representing the voice 
of nearly three million people in the South, 


| now by the grace of God and the will of the 


Republican party clothed with all the honor 
and glory and power of American citizens, 
join in the demand. 

Let gentlemen turn to the tables of their 
last census, and they will find the petition of 


| nearly six millions of wholly illiterate Ameri- 


can citizens demanding just such legislation 
as this in tones in comparison to which my 
voice is but the faintest echo of a whisper. 
The tables show that there are in the United 
States 5,660,074 persons who report them- 
selves illiterate. Addtothis the number who, 
from acommingling of pride and shame, report 
themselves able to read and write when in 
fact they are not; then add the number of 
those whose learning is of so limited a char- 
acter as to be of no practical value whatever, 
and the number will be swelled to over ten 
millions, instead of less than six, as shown by 
the census tables. ‘his mass of ignorance 
cries aloud for aid. It is a petition greater 
than has ever been presented to this House, 
and should appeal to each individual member. 
To understand fully how the education of 
the people bears upon the common welfare 
of the country, we must study these tables 
and apply the statistics there gathered to 
every-day life. I find that in 1866 there were 
seventeen thousand persons in prisons. Sta- 
tistics on this subject are very imperfectly 
kept, but in the report of the Commissioner 
of Education there is a collection of facts in 
regard to prison life in New England, gath- 
ered from personal visitation and observation, 
which, by consent of the House, [ will briefly 
state. Kighty per cent. of the crime of New 
England is committed by persons who have 
no education, or none sufficient to serve any 
valuable purpose in life. Twenty-eight per 


cent. of all the prisoners of the country are || 


unable to read or write. From ten to twenty- 
two per cent. of the population commit all the 
crime, and less than, one fifth of one per cent. 
is committed by those who are educated. 
eighty to ninety per cent. of all the criminals 
in the country have never learned any trade 
or mastered any skilled labor. From eighty to 
ninety per cent. connect their crime with in- 
temperance. Ninety-five per cent. of the offend- 


| ers in juvenile reformatories come from idle, 


ignorant, and vicious homes, while almost all 
juvenile offenders did not attend school, or 
commit the crime for which they are impris- 


| oned while playing truant. 


I call the attention of gentlemen on the 





From || 


other side of the House, who are so fearful lest 
some constitutional or reserved right of the 
State be infringed by the provisions of this 
bill, to these few statistics of the reletion of 
ignorance and crime, and | ask them if these 
facts do not appeal to the House in stronger 
terms than any petition signed by thousands ? 
And I further ask them whether, if there be 
means to correct this great and startling evil, 
they would not come under that sweeping 
provision of the Constitution of the United 
States to provide for the common welfare of 
the country? 

I find, also, in the same report, a tabular state- 
ment showing the public-school expenditure 
per capita ot school population, and the as 
sessed valuation of property per capita of total 
population in each State. By these tables it is 
shown to be an absolute fact that wealth fol- 
lows fast in the footsteps of education. Massa- 
chusetts heads the list of both columns, and my 
colleague on the committee [Mr. Hoar] did 
his noble State no more than justice in his 
eloquent remarks submitted upon this bill. 
His State spends $20 66 per annum for every 
child of school age within her borders, and 
the assessed valuation of property per capita 





'| the exhibit, or 


is $972, while Indiana, spending $5 15, shows 
only an average wealth of $394. If these were 
only exceptional instances, they would not be 
great evidence of the facts we assert, but if 
gentlemen will take the trouble to look over 
the list. they will find both columns diminish 
gradually and together, until we reach North 
Carolina, with its expenditure of forty-eight 
cents per capita, and its average wealth of 


$121. 


| If we compare education and pauperism we 


find that nearly one half of the paupers are 
entirely uneducated and illiterate, while less 
| than one seventieth part have received a supe- 
rior education. By the advanced sheets ot 
the ninth census, we find there are 4,882,210 
native born illiterates, 777,864 foreign born 
illiterates, making a grand total of 5,660,074 
in the whole country. Of these, 690,117 native 
born and 665,985 foreign born reside in the 
northern States, while 4,117,589 native born 
and. 72,383 foreign born reside in the southern 
States. In the northern States, with thes ut 
illiterate population of 1,356,302, the statistic 
of crime show one homicide to every 56,000 11 
habitants, including murders by Indians, while 
in the cane with its illiterate population of 
4,189,972, the same statistics show one homi 
cide 2 every ten thousands inhabitants. I know 
that in the soutbern States the addition of the 
colored population swells the number of their 
illiterates, but 1 call attention to the fact that 
in the southern States witha population nearly 
8,000,000 less in number, there are 250,000 
white persons unable to read or write more 
than in the northern States, while in the whole 
country the number of white persons unable to 
read or write exceed the number otf colored per- 
| sons by over ahundred thousand. I donot know 
| that itis necessary to go further into these statis 
tics they exhibit terrible and startling facts 
facts demanding the immediate, earnest, and 
| most statesman-like research and reform. 

I know that they do not present to the en 
| lightened world a favorable view of that sec 
tion of the country which | have the honor in 
part to represent, but in my judgment it is 
neither wise nor statesman-like to shrink from 
endeavor in any way to sup 
press the truth. To cure the disease the phy- 
sician must know the symptoms, and the sur 
| geon see the ulcer before he lays his knife at 
itg,root. On the other hand, I submit, sir, that 
the course of gentlemen who, through « false 
State pride, have endeavored to suppress the 
facts by casting slurs and recriminations upon 
the friends of a measure tending to diminish 
this vast and horrible conglomeration of igno- 
| rance, vice, crime, pauperism, and intemper- 
ance, is entirely unworthy of the position they 
occupy or the seats they fill in the halls of the 
Legislature of the nation, 
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It is singular to obsevve how the enemies of | Mr. HOAR. I desire to make a point of 


this measure have sought to shield themselves 
from the censure of the country and the en- 
lightened world, by statements favorable to the 
general tenor and tendency of the bill. I have 
carefully listened to the speeches made on the 
other side of the House, and have as. care- 
fully perused them inthe columns of the Globe, 
and I find not one who does not declare him- 
self favorable to the general objects intended 
by the bill. But, sir, while this is the fact, 
they apparently have formed themselves into 
a committee of the whole upon the question 
of how not to doit. From New Hampshire 
to Georgia there has not been one solid argu- 
ment against the measure. 

The gentleman from Indiana and the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire and others in oppo- 
sition join in asking the committee why we do 
not give these lands entirely and freely to the 
States. In reply I can state to them that such 
a course would be entirely without precedent 
in all the land made to the States 
for educational purposes. The very term ‘‘grant 
for educational purposes”’ implies a condition 
in and of itself; but additional thereto, in 
every case of euch grant, specilie conditions 


grants of 


order on the first amendment, and it would, 
perhaps, be as well that we should dispose of 
that question this evening. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the 
first amendment, which is the one offered by 





the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. MceNeeExy. ] | 


The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 


After the word ‘‘persons,’”’ at the end of section 
one, add the following: : 

And after the Ist day of July next, printers’ types 
and ink, type-metal and printing-paper used for 
books and newspapers exclusively, imported from 
abroad into the United States, shall be exempt from 
duty and entitled to free entry. 

| Mr. HOAR. I make the point of order that 
| that amendment is not germane to the bill. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. =I think it is. 

Mr. HOAR. And I make the further point 
that it interferes with the revenue, and there- 
fore must first be considered in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The last point is the 
strongest. The gentleman from Massachu- 


setts makes the point of order that this amend: | 


ment is not in order on two grounds: first, 
| that it is not germane to the bill, and second, 
that being in the nature of a tax bill it must 


are contained in the bill, and eventhat portion || have its first consideration in the Committee 


the United States of the fund 
Indiana, of which such honor- 


mention was made 


from 


of the State of 


rece ived 


able, and I may add boastful, 


by one of her Representatives, [Mr. Kerr, } 

accepted upon conditions contained in 
the grant by act of the Legislature ot that 
State. But, sir, we are not allin as good con- 
dition as they are in Indiana. 


In my own State the Republican party is 
endeavoring to build up the school system. 
We have, during the past year and a half, 
organized three thousand schools, and have 
ninety thousand scholars attending them. But, 
ir, we have the united and stern opposition 
the State. And there 
they do not, as in the North, oppose us only at 


of every Democrat in 


the ballot-box:; but they substitute the bowie- || hypothetical questions. 
knife and the burning brand for the ballot | 


against these poor and illiterate children of 
SinVe ry. 

Mr. Speaker, I have not the time to further 
answer the objections made by the Democratic 
side of the House. 


inhabitants the shackles of servile 
them 
Government known to earth, 


lions of its 
bondage, and creating 


most glorious 


has carved upon the tablets of time the noblest | 
record in the history of mankind, but until it | 


has clothed these eitizens, once slaves, with 
all the attributes of mental and moral free- 
dom, as it already has with personal liberty, 
that record stands incomplete. The measure 
proposed goes far toward the attainment of 
this most desirable object, and I submit it to 
the judgment of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The hour allowed for 
closing debate has expired. 


Mr. HERNDON asked, and by unanimous | 
consent obtained, leave to have printed in the | 


Globe remarks he had prepared on the pend- 
ing bill. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I hope it is not 
proposed to vote on this bill to night. By 
letting it go over, we will have an opportunity 
of examining, before we have to vote on them, 


the amendments, some of which have not yet | 


been printed. 

Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio. 
House might get through with part at least of 
the voting to-night. 
amendments which are before us, 

Mr. PERCE. I call for the vote. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the 
first amendment. 

Mr. COBURN. 
gently on part of these amendments to-night 
and on the balance to-morrow. We want to 
look at them altogether. 


The Republican party in | 
striking from off the limbs of over four mil- | 


citizens of the | 


I think the | 


We can vote on those | 


I think it would be | 


better that we had a night to consider over it. | 


i move that the House do now adjourn. 


| of the Whole on the state of the Union. ‘The 
| second point is the stronger point, and on 
| that the Chair rules thatthe amendment is out 
| of order. 


| Mr. MeNEELY. Will my amendment be 


| in order if I offer it to any tax bill that may | 


| come before the House? 
| The SPEAKER. 
| hypothetical questions. 
| as they arise. 

Mr. McNEELY, I desire to make another 
| parliamentary inguiry, and it is whether when 


He decides questions 


| an appropriation bill is before the House it | 


| will be in order for me to offer this amend- 
ment? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair never answers 
He decides questions 
when they arise. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. HOLMAN. I submitthat the objection 
to this amendment, on the ground that itis not 
germane tothe bill, comestoo late. The amend- 
ment was offered some time since. 

The SPEAKER. 
hearing of the House before so that the point 
| of order could be made. It was printed, as 
were all the other amendments. Leave was 
granted that amendments should be submit 
ted and printed when unanimous consent was 
granted for the consideration of this bill on 
| two days, and the Chair has given that the most 
| liberal construction, and entertained amend- 
| ments, entirely regardless of the limitations 
| which the rules apply to amendments. There 


but the Chair will hold thatif any one of them, 
when read for action, proves to be obnoxious 
to the rules of the House and liable to par- 
liamentary objection, he must sustain the 
objection. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
makes the point of order upon this amend- 
|| ment that it is not germane to the bill, and 
also that it proposes to alter a portion of the 
tariff laws, and therefore must have its first 
discussion in Committee of the Whole. The 
Chair can have no hesitation in ruling the 
amendment out upon the latter point. 

It is now proposed that the remaining amend- 
ments which have been offered to-day, and 
which have not been printed, shall be printed 
before to-morrow morning, and that the sub- 
ject shall go over until to-morrow mornin 
as unfinished business. If the House iad 
adjourned to-day before three o’clock, when 
the previous question was by general consent to 

| be considered as operating, the bill would have 





We cannot vote intelli- | been lost and there would have been no point 


at which it could be regained on the Calendar ; 
but as we have passed the hour of three o’ clock 
when the previous question became operative, 
this bill must be disposed of, even before the 
resolution for the drawing of seats can be 


The Chair never answers | 


It was never read in the | 


are thirty or thirty-five amendments pending, | 
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sanenees That will come up immediately afte, 
this. : 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Then, if itis under. 
stood that the amendments are to be printed 
I will move that the House adjourn. os 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no 


¥¢ objec. 
tion to the proposition to have theamend 


mentg 


Mr. STEVENS. I have an amendment 
which I wish to offer to the substitute proposed 
by the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. King } 
which he accepts. . 

The SPEAKER. The Chair gave notice 
that after the time when the previous question 
became operative, and the gentleman who re. 
ported the bill rose to close debate, amend. 
ments could not be received, and the Chair 
so intimated to the gentleman from Indiana, 
[Mr. Hotmay.] Ifthe House, however, gives 
its consent, the Chair has no objection. 

Mr. HOAR. I object. 

Mr. STEVENS. My amendment is ae. 
cepted by the mover of the substitute, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Kine] cannot modify his sub. 
stitute after the previous question has oper. 
He could do so at any time before that, 

Mr. STEVENS. ThenI ask universal con. 
sent of the House that my amendment may be 
entertained. . 

Mr. PERCE. I object. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I suggest that the amend. 
ments be also printed in the Globe. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk suggests to 
the Chair that it would be impossible on so 
short a notice to print the amendmentsin both 
places. They must go either to the Public 
Printing Office or to the Globe office. 

Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. Then let them be 
printed in the Globe. 

The SPEAKER. If the House prefer to 
have them printed in the Globe it can be done. 

Mr. RANDALL. I think we can examine 
them better and more intelligently if they are 
printed in the regular form. 

TheSPEAKER. The order has been already 
made to print them in the regular form. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Are all these amendments 
which have been ordered to be printed re- 
garded as pending? 

The SPEAKER. They are. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Some ten days ago, before 
I obtained leave of absence, [ offered an 
amendment which was ordered to be printed, 
among a number of others. After consulta- 
tion with members of the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor, [ desire to withdraw my 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER. That can be done only 
by unanimous consent, now that the previous 
question has*been ordered. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I hope there will be no 
objection. 

No objection was made, and accordingly the 
amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to inquire of the 
Chair if the amendments indicated by the gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. Stevens] and the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HotMAn] are to 
be considered as pending with the others that 
have been offered ? 

The SPEAKER. Doesthe gentleman refer 
to the amendments indicated by members 
since the close of the debate on this bill? 

Mr. HOAR. Yes, a few minutes since. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] 
and the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
Perce] to object to their being received ; and 
as unanimous consent was required pend- 
ing the previous question, they are not now 
pending. 

CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. HEREFORD. I find I am recorded 
as not having voted on yesterday onthe motion 
of the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. Perers] to 
suspend the rules and ae his resolution in 


the thirteenth, four- 


teenth, ant 
stitution. 
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wenth, and fifteenth amendments to the Con- 
sitation. 1 voted against the resolution, and 
usire to have my vote so recorded. 

Ihe SPEAKER. When the names are not 
ead, after a call of the roll, it has been the 
habit to correct the Journal, when a gentleman 


Ge 


wrongly recorded. The correction desired by 
ibe gentleman from West Virginia [[Mr. Here- 
rorD] will be made. 

Mr. SPEER, of Georgia. 
regular order. 

fhe SPEAKER. The regular order being 
called for, the question recurs upon the motion 
of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Farns- 
worTH, | that the House now adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to; and accordingly | 


at four o’clock and tifteen minutes p. m.) the 
House adjourned. 


—_-_s— 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 
committees : 

By Mr. BIRD: The petition of Mrs, Susan 


T. E. Williamson, widow of Charles T, Wil- | 


jiamson, formerly captain in United States 
Navy. 
By Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri: The petition 
of journeymen cigar-makers of the third cor- 
gressional district of Missouri, for increase of 
tariff on imported cigars. 

Also, the petition of a large number of tax- 


payers of South Carolina, asking a reduction | 


of the tariff to a revenue basis solely. 

Also, resolutions of the Union Merchants’ 
Exchange, protesting against the passage of 
the Chicago relief bill. 


By Mr. BUCKLEY: The petition of Daniel | 


H. Workman, of Montgomery, Alabama, ask- 


ing the removal of political disabilities imposed || 
by the third section of the fourteenth article of | 


amendments to the Constitution. 
Also, the petition of John M. Morrast, of 


luskaloosa, Alabama, asking Congress to make || 


provision for the payment of claims against the 
rreneh Government for property destroyed 
during the years 1793 and 1801. 


By Mr. CLARKE, of New York: The peti- || 
tion of merchants and bankers of the city of || 


Rochester, New York, in the interest of civil 
service reform. ' 
By Mr. DOX: The memorial of John Mor- 


rast, of Alabama, in behalf of himself and | 


others, praying Congress to pass a law com- 
pelling the payment to claimants, from what is 
known as the French indemnity fund, of the 
moneys to which such claimants are entitled. 

Also, the memorial of L. Brewer & Co., and 


many others, merchants and wholesale deal- | 
ers in the city of Mobile, Alabama, praying | 
an amendment to the law imposing the taxon | 


whisky and tobacco. 

By Mr. FOSTER, of Ohio: The petition of 
L.S. Hubbard and 65 others, citizens of 
Sandusky, Ohio, asking an appropriation of 
$30,000 for the improvement of Sandusky 
harbor. 

Also, the petition of 210 citizens of San- 
dusky, Brownhelm, and Vermillion, asking an 
appropriation of $25,000 for the improvement 
of Vermillion, Ohio, harbor. 

Also, the petition of D. Garvin and 55 others, 
citizens of Fremont, Ohio, asking an appro- 


priation for the improvement of the navigation | 


ot Sandusky river. 


By Mr. GARFIELD, of Ohio: The memo- | 


rial of 246 citizens of the District of Columbia, 
setting forth the great increase which has re- 


cently been made of the debt of the District, | 
and asking Congress to prevent its further || 


increase. 


amendment to the postal laws. 


By Mr. HALSEY: A joint resolution of the 


New Jersey Legislature, instructing her Sena- 
tors and requesting her Representatives in 


42p Cone. 2p Sess.—No. 55. 





'"! , , : _ 
! 


I insist upon the | 
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|| Congress to vote for a bill providing for the 
|| purchase of Independence Hall, Philadephia, 
|| Pennsylvania. 


| By Mr. HOAR: The petition of Elbridge 
| Dunham and others, of the city of New York, 


/ || for impeachment and removal of Mark W. 
qibsequently states that his vote has been | 


Delahay, judge of the district court of Kansas. 

Also, the petition of Samuel A. Knox, for 
extension of letters-patent. 

By Mr. HOLMAN: The petition of Hon. 
Joseph Segar, praying compensation for the 
use and occupation of his farm in Virginia 
| by the United States troops. ' 
| By Mr. KELLEY: The remonstrance of 

William D. Lambert and 113 others, workers 

of Sinking Spring, Pennsylvania, against the 
change in the tariff laws abating duties on 
articles successfully produced in this country, 
urged by the Free-Trade League, and praying 
for repeal of all duties on tea, coffee, and such 
other articles as cannot be produced in the 

United States, and also for such adjustment 

| of duties as will encourage and defend every 
home industry, and foster the honor and inter- 
ests of the American laborer. 

Also, the remonstrance of 420 workers in 
iron, of Perry county, Pennsylvania, against 
the reduction of duties on articles which are 

| successfully produced in this country, and 


fee, and such other articles of necessity or 
cemfort as cannot be produced in the United 
States. 


Also, the remonstrance of William Wharton, 


or 


je., and 82 others, workers in iron and steel | 


railroad equipments, of Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, against any change in the tariff laws 
abating duties on articies successfully pro- 


| duced in this country, urged by the: ree Trade 


League, and praying the repeal of all duties on 
tea, coffee, and such other articles as cannot 


be produced in the United States, and also |; : y , 
P ; | also, from Asheville, by Burnsville, Bakers 


such an adjustment of duties as will encourage 


| and defend every home industry and foster the | 


honor and interests of the American laborer. 
Also, the petition of George Ritchie, of 


| Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for the refund- 


ing of internal revenue taxes paid by him on 
| whisky destroyed by fire while in bonded 
warehouse. 
Also, the remonstratice of William H. Prick- 
| ett and 36 others, engaged in mechanical pur- 
suits in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, against 
any change in the tariff laws abating duties on 
articles successfully produced in this country, 
urged by the F’ree- Trade League, and praying 
the repeal of all duties on tea, coffee, and such 
other articles as cannot be produced in the 
United States, and also such an adjustment 
of duties as will encourage and defend every 


home industry and foster the honor and inter- | 


ests of the American laborer. 

Also, the remonstrance of George L. Gayde 
and 20 others, workers in iron, &c., of Chel- 
'tenham, Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, 
against any change in the tariff laws abating 
duties on articles successfully produced in this 
| country, urged by the Free-Trade League, and 


praying the repeal of ail duties on tea, coffee, | 


and such other articles as cannot be produced 

| in the United States, and also such an adjust- 

ment of duties as will encourage and defend 

every home indastry and foster the honor and 
interests of the American laborer. 

Also, the petitions of the type-founders of 

Baltimore, New York, Brooklyn, and Wil- 


|| liamsburg, praying that the duties on type | 
shail not be reduced, and that tin in pigs be | 


put in the free list. 


Emery & Savage, publishers of the Plaindealer, 
a weekly newspaper published at Paulding, 


|| Ohio, praying a change of the postal arrange- | 
Also, the petition of Warren Pierce, of || 
Garretisville, Portage county, Ohio, for an | 


| ments for the transportation of newspapers 
| through the mails. 

| By Mr. LANSING: The petition of Mary 
| E. Walker. for compensation to women em- 
| ployed in hospital duty daring the rebellion. 

| 


praying the repeal of- duties upon tea, cof: | 


MAN, D. D. 


By Mr. LAMISON : The petition of Messrs. | 


865 


Guthrie, for per diem and mileage as Delegate 
from Nebraska Territory to the Lhirty-Second 
Congress. 

By Mr. MERCUR: The petition of 70 
citizens of Pennsylvania, late soldiers of the 
Army of the United States, praying the 
passage of an act giving to each honorably 
discharged soldier, sailor, and marine who 
assisted in the suppression of the late rebel- 
lion, $8 3834 for each month so served, and 
also to allow them to enter lands without the 
requirement of settlement and cultivation. 

By Mr. MERRIAM: The petition of E. 
Remington & Sons and others, of Ilion, Her- 
kimer county, New York, relative to civil ser- 
vice reform. 

By Mr. PERRY, of New York: The petition 
of merchants and bankers of the city of 
Albany, New York, in the interest of civil 
service reform. 

By Mr. PRINDLE: The petition of Maria 
S. Perlee, for a pension. 

By Mr. RICE, of Illinois: The petition of 
P. A. and G. G. Farley, of Peoria, Illinois, for 
a change in the postal laws. 

Also, the petition of Mary H. Bartlett, of 


| Woodburn, Iilinois, for a widow’s pension. 


By Mr. SHELLABARGER: The petition 
of William H. Blairs and others, electors, of 
the third congressional district of Ohio, asking 
leave to take testimony in the contest of the 
seatof Hon. Lewis D. Camppett. 


POST ROUTE BILL INTRODUCED. 


The following bill was introduced under the 
rule, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads: 

By Mr. HARPER: A billto establish a post 
route from Old Fort, by Crooked Creek, Stone 


| Mountain, Bear Wallow, Edneyviile, and Blue 


Ridge, to Hendersonville, North Carolina; 


ville, Boone, and Jefferson, to Sparta, North 


| Carolina. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 7, 1872. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was 
read and approved. 


PERSONAL 
Mr. CONKLING, 


to make a statement. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from New York desires to make a statement 
to the Senate. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. CONKLING. I believe, after the 
manner of the Senate, I ought to ask leave to 
make a personal explanation. I send anews 
paper paragraph to the Secretary and ask him 
to read it. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

“Senators of the United States who indulge in 
levity and indecorous personality during debate, 
and then suppress all record of the same upon the 
Congressional Globe, have been brought to a sense 
of theirimpropriety. On Monday Senator ConkLINnG 
disturbed the debate by loud and persistent cries of 
* Question,’ ‘Question,’ and Senator HaMLiy_pro- 
posed that the Senate unite in chanting * Old Hun- 
dred.’ But both Senators, after the adjournment, 
took pains to have the record of their disorderly 
conduct suppressed. Mr. Sumner, however, has suc 
ceeded in placing the mutilated report on record 
by incorporating it in his own speech. The onl) 
really useful purpose of the Globe is that it serves 
as a check on certain Senators, who, not ashamed to 
be indecorous, have a dislike to see their indecorum 
on record, and hence that record ought not to be 
mutil..ted.”’ 


Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, this is 
an editorial paragraph from the Chicago Tri 
bane of January 81, 1872. It is not the work 
of a correspondent, but, | repeat, an edito 
rial statement, and the Senate will see that it 
is a statement positive in its character. I did 

| not ask it to be read because it reflects on me 
personally. Had that been its only scope, | 


EXPLANATIONS. 
Mr. President, I wish 


\| should have suffered it to pass in silence with 


By Mr. LOWE: The memorial of Abelard || the many other untruthful and sometimes scur- 
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ject is to impeach the verity of our record 
of debates, and thus to take from us the only 
means of disproving the perverted and fictitious 
statements sent over the country in many 
newspapers of our doings here. ‘To showhow 
much of truth this editorial assertion has, I 
send to the Secretary a note from the very 
accomplished reporter by whom the debate 
and proceedings referred to were taken down. | 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


i 
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Senate Gione Reporrers’ Room, 
FRripay, February 2 1872, 
Three and a hals o'clock, p.m, 

DearSirn: Owing to my having been engaged since | 
an early hour this morning in reporting testimony 
before a committee of the Senate, I have had only 
now placed in my hands your note of yesterday’s 
date. As I personally reported myself most of 
the debate referred to in the ‘paragraph from the 
Chieago Tribune inelosed in your note, and have 
had tee original notes of the whole debate examined, 
L um enabled to respond at once to your inquiries. 

The debate alluded to in the newspaper article 
iz evidently that of Friday last, January 26, on the 
concurrent resolution relative to final adjournment. 
In that debate your only participation was the ask- 
ing of two questions, which appear at the proper 
place in the second and third columns respectively 
of the sixth page of the Daily Globe of the 27th of 
January. Everything said by you in that debate 
was truly and accurately set down and published in | 
the Globe, without addition, alteration, or emenda- 
tion by you. No request, suggestion, or communi- 
cation touching the report, or any alteration of it, 
eame from you or on your behalf. There was no 
alteration or suppression of anything you said; nor 
was there any lailure to report, as to you, anything 
that in fact occurred. 

As to any cries of tion,’’ | ean only say that 
the original notes fail to show any such ejaculations 
on your part; and if they had been “loud” and | 
* persistent,’’ as the newspaper paragraph states, it 
is hardly possible that they should have escaped 
notice. The ejaculation, “Question,” is one fre- 
quently heard in the Senate Chamber when propo- 
sitions are offered to be voted on and Senators are 
not on the floor speaking. Whetheryouat any time 
during the debate alluded to made such an ejacula- 





Que 


tion in your seat, | cannot say; but certainly there || 


was an endeavor honestly to report with accuracy 
everything that was said and done; and you did not 
see the manuscript or proof of the report or make 


any suggestion whatever in relation to it; nor did || 
any one in your behalf, directly or indirectly. } 
There are insinuations as to the Globe reports, in || 


the newspaper paragraph inclosed by you, which I 
deem unjust and improper; but this is not the occa- || 
sion to notice them. 
your note, which Ll herewith return. 
Respectiully, your obedient servant, 


D. F. MURPHY, 
( h ief of Repo ting Cor peso the Globe 
for the Senate of the United States. 


Hon. Roscoe ConkiinG, United States Senate. 


Mr. CONKLING. The Senate will see that 
this is a full answer to the paragraph, and to the | 
positive allegation that after the adjournment || 
{ took pains to have the record of my disor- 
deriy conduct suppressed. Mr. President, I || 
have called attention to this, despite a habit || 
adopted Jong ago never to contradict news- || 
paper statements merely personal to me, and 
I call attention to it because the purpose is to 
strike at the last reliance that we have here, 
the record from which we may prove, if need 
be, the exaggeration or untruthfulness of state- || 
ments which go out. 

the Senate will see that there is temptation 
here to comment upon the misrepresentations 
to which the Senate and its members are sub- 
jected; but I drop the subject, simply adding || 
my own testimony to the testimony of the || 
reporter, that this paragraph is in respect to || 
me without foundation. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator | 
from Maine desire to make a statement? 

Mr. HAMLIN. I do, for the first time in || 
my life in this body, and I think, sir, it will be 
the last, if I should remain here as many years | 

; as I have already been here. 

The other day when we were discussing the 
; question of fixing the time of adjournment the 
: Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Sumner] | 
offered a large number of amendments, upon | 
| which we were called to vote, and the sense 














of the Senate, J] thought, was very correctly 
in favor of the proposition before the Senate. || 


what I thought legislative buncombe. It was || 


' restored to the Globe. 


I believe [ have fully answered || 
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and universal amnesty. I thought the motion 
itself appropriate, but I thought so much of it 


as was ad captandum did not belong to a) 
motion in the Senate, and I made the sugges- | 


| tion I did make for the purpose of rebuking 
such kind of motions; and I think I had 


| the sense of the Senate that I did rebuke it, | 


| and I believe the impression of the Senate is 
that it did stop debate. 

On tif next legislative morning, in my ab- 

| sence from my seat, the Senator from Massa- 


chusetts took the occasion to call the atten- | 


tion of the Senate to the fact that there was 
suppressed from the Daily Globe the sugges- 
tion which 1 had made. 


do not see it now. 
Senate onthe preceding legislative day, sev- 


eral Senators came to me and said, ‘* Mr. | 
| HAMLIN, it was rather severe; had not that | 


better be left out in the publication of the 
debates?”’ 
now sits before me will bear me witness that 


I said to him that at the suggestion of sev- | 


eral Senators I submitted to his consideration 
whether it could be properly omitted, and if 
| so that it might be. That is all I said. He 


| told me subsequently that upon that sugges- | 
it. In an inter- | 
view, the next day I think, he told me that | 


tion he drew his pen across it. 


when proofs had been sent to the Senator 
| from Massachusetts for his inspection he 
found fault that it was omitted, and I imme- 
| diately stated to the reporter that I had no 
| desire to suppress it, and I asked that it be 


the reporter will affirm. 
informed me that the Senator from 
chusetts had been notified that it would be 


|| restored, and that I desired it. 


Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President—— 

The VICK PRESIDENT. 
ator from 
statement ? 

Mr. SUMNER. 
to a resolution that | introduced as * legisla- 
tive buncombe.”’ 


of the Senate to an important measure for the 
vindication of equal rights, he should rise 
here and ask to sing Old Hundred. Sir, he 
renews his levity when he calls that measure 
‘*legislative buncombe.”’ 

Mr. HAMLIN. The motion, not the measure. 

Mr. SUMNER. The 
buncombe! 
the attention of the Senate the importance 


| of securing equal rights to our colored fellow: 


citizens betore it resolved togo home. ‘ Legis- 
lative buncombe!’’ 
reconstruction on a permanent basis. 


** Legis- 
lative buncombe!’’ 


| was seeking to crown 


this great work of emancipation and enfran- | 


|| chisement by a just measure applicable to all. | 


** Legislative buncombe!’’ ‘* Let us sing the | 
tune of ‘Old Hundred.’’’ I think the state- | 
ment of the Senator makes his case worse. 
Sir, I have no desire to dwell upon this. I | 
alluded to it with reluctance; and I rise now | 
only because I am unwilling that a sincere | 
effort in the cause of human rights shall be | 
denounced as ‘legislative buncombe.’’ 
The Senator then proceeds with what he | 
calls a statement of facts. He says that the | 
proofs were submitted to myself. 1! never saw | 
the proofs. They were never submitted to me. | 
I kuew nothing of the proposition to suppress; | 
I did not imagine that anybody could make | 
it, until on reading the Globe the next morn- 





_ing I found that the speech of the Senator | 
| was suppressed. 


I should have said nothing | 
about it, he is perfectly welcome, any Sena- | 


that he makes if he thinks better of it after- | 


; | , 
rilous statements in the same paper. Its ob- | that we should not adjourn until we had acted | 
upon acertain bill, so that there could go down | 
to posterity, side by side, universal suffrage 





I did not see the | 
occasion for that statement then; I confess I 
On the adjournment of the | 


The accomplished reporter who | 








Every word of this | 
He subsequently 
Massa- | 





Does the Sen- | 
Massachusetts desire to make a | 


Well, the Senator refers | 


Sir, [ think that is on a par | 

with the explanation wRich he now communi- | 
| cates, that after I, in the exercise of my-duties || 
| as a Senator, had sought to call the attention 





° . . | 
motion legislative | 
| was seeking, sir, to bring to | 


I was seeking to establish | 
| 
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ward, thinks he ought not to have madp ; 
provided it does not render what follows haa 
telligible. In point of fact, I made obser, 
tions in direct reply to the speech of the g, 
ator; and what I said became unintelligib), 
through the act of suppression. Therefore | 
felt it my duty to call the attention of the Sen 


t 


‘y 


| ate to it; but I did not until I had a letter from 
| the publishers of the Globe stating the precic, 


facts, which I read to the Senate. lead 
nothing of my own. I contributed nothin, 
of fact, of suggestion, or of criticism. [| gin. 
ply read the letter of the publishers of th, 
Globe; that was all. 

Mr. HAMLIN. It is, I think, very much 
the practice of the Senator from Massachy 
setts in debates in this body to place Senators 
in positions which they do not oecupy, Hye 
has sought to do so by myself upon the pres. 
ent occasion, and I only rise for the purpose 
of correcting myself and setting that Senato- 
right. I said not one word against the meas 
ure which he proposed to ask action on in this 
body, but it was the character and the nature 
of the motion to which [ alluded, not the meas. 
ure. The Senator knows that I had already 
voted for that measure, as I propose to do 
again; but I did not care to see it then, and | 
do not care to see it now, dragged into this 
body and this body wearied in its patience by 
what I again declare to be legislative bun- 
combe. 

Again, I may have been mistaken as to the 
mode in which the Senator got his information 
in relation to what appeared in the Daily Globe; 
but when I[ was informed by the reporter that 
he found fault, I immediately directed the pub- 
lishers of that paper to communicate to him, 
and they told me they did communicate to 
him, that it was my wish that the matter 
omitted should be printed in the regular edi- 
tion of the Globe. 

Mr. SUMNER, I will say that I never 
received any such communication. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. WILSON presented a memorial of R. 
H. Hutchinson and others, citizens of the 
United States, praying an amendment to the 
Constitution providing that no candidate shall 
hereafter be eligible to any ederal office who 
is addicted to the use of intoxicating liquors 
as a beverage; and that drunkenness in any 
incumbent of such office shall be deemed at 
any time sufficient cause for immediate im- 
peachment and deposition ; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented « memorial of RK. H. 
Hutchinson and others, citizens of the United 
States, praying that Congress, by appropriate 
legislation, will hereafter prohibit, within the 
jurisdiction of the Government of the United 
States, the manufacture, importation, and sale 
of ali intoxicating liquors to beused as a bev- 
erage; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


Mr. RAMSEY presented the memorial of 
the Grand Army of the Republic, department 
of Minnesota, adopted at its annual meeting, 
for the modification of the homestead law so 
that the time of service shall be deducted from 
the time required by law for taking land under 
the homestead act, and also in favor of a liberal 
increase in the payment of pensions to pension- 
ers of the United States; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented a petition of 
masters and owners of vessels trading to Es- 
catuaba and other portg on Green bay, pray- 
ing the establishment of a light on Poverty 
island at the entrance to Green bay; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of masters and 
owners of vessels trading to the port of Esca- 
tuaba in Michigan, praying that a red light be 
substituted for the white light on Sand Point; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 


He offered a last amendment, coupled with || tor is perfectly welcome, to suppress a speech || merce. 
He also presented a petition of masters and 
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] 
aeners of vessels navigating the waters of | 
take Huron, praying that the fixed light at || 
Point Aux Barques be changed toa fixed light ; |, 
yhich was referred to the Committee on Com- || 
merce. ; | 

He also presented the petition of J. W. Van 
lassen, publisher of the Van Buren County | 
Press, of Paw Paw, Van Buren county, Mich- 
ian, praying for such an amendment to the 
postal laws as will allow persons known as reg- | 
ular publishers and dealers in newspapers and | 
periodicals to receive by mail such quantities || 
of either as they may require, in bulk, whether 
wholly or in part printed, and pay the postage 
thereon as received, at the same rates pro rata 
a3 regular subscribers to publications weighing 
four ounces, who pay quarterly in advance; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. SAULSBURY presented a memorial 
of Kev. J. H. Lightbourne, Ellwood Garrett, 
Cyrus Pyle, and seven hundred and ninety- | 
three others, citizens of Wilmington, Dela- 
ware. praying that Congress by appropriate 
legislation will hereafter prohibit, within the 
jurisdiction of the Government of the United | 
States, the manufacture, importation, and sale 
ofali intoxicating liquors to be used as a bev- 
erage; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a memorial of Rev. J. H. | 
Lightbourne, Ellwood Garrett, Cyrus Pyle, and 
seven hundred and sixty-six others, citizens || 
of Wilmington, Delaware, praying an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States 
providing that no candidate shall hereafter be 
eligible to any Federal office who is addicted 
to the use of intoxicating liquors as a bever- 
age, and that drunkenness in any incumbent 
of such office shall be deemed at any time 
sufficient cause for his immediate impeach- 
ment and deposition; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FENTON presented a memorial of Dr. 
©, C. Dusenberry and others, citizens of New 
York, praying the adoption of a constitutional 
amendment rendering ineligible to Federal 
oflice persons who use intoxicating drinks as a 
beverage, and making the use of such drinks 
by persons now in office a cause for impeach- | 
ment and removal; which was referred to the | 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a memorial of Daniel G. 
Banks and others, citizens of New York, pray- 
ing a prohibition of the manufacture, import- 
ation, and sale of all intoxicating liquors to 
be used as a beverage within the jurisdiction 
of the Government of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

He also presented a memorial of the Society || 
of Friends of Long Island, praying a prohibi- || 
tion of the manufacture, importation, and sale || 
of all intoxicating liquors to be used as a || 
beverage, within the jurisdiction of the Gov- | 
ernment of the United States; which was || 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. | 

Mr. STOCKTON presented concurrent res- |, 
olutions of the Legislature of New Jersey, || 
asking for an appropriation of $300,000 for || 
the purchase of a lot and the erection thereon || 
of a suitable public building at Trenton, New || 
Jersey, for the accommodation of the post |) 
office, assessor’s office, pension agency, and 1 
the United States district and circuit courts; || 
which were referred to the Committee on | 
Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered || 
to be printed. | 
| 

















_ He also presented concurrent resolutions of 

the Legislature of New Jersey, asking anappro- | 
priation of $75,000 to be expended in the | 
removal of certain obstructions to the navi- || 
gation of the Delaware river; which were | 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and | 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SCOLT presented a memorial of the | 
workers in the Hooper & Townsend bolt- 
works, citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, | 
remonstrating against a change of the existing 


| tries which require it. 


tariff laws abating or abolishing duties upon 
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such articles as are successfully produced in | 


this country; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

He also presented a memorial of workers in 
the Birmingham iron-works, and citizens of 
Alleghany county, Pennsylvania, remonstrat- 
ing against a change of the existing tariff laws 
abating or abolishing duties upon such articles 
as are successfully produced in this coun- 
try; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. SCOTT. I present a petition of per 
sons who state that they are natives of Ireland, 
citizens and having the intention of becoming 
citizens of the United States, who say that 
they regard with deep concern the designs and 
efforts made to subvert the national policy of 
industrial protection that affords varied em- 
ployments, upon which over half a million of 
their countrymen depend for the means of 


support, and in this, their adopted country, | 


they perceive the outcroppings of the same 
British policy that has ruined. Ireland, under 
the guise of what is called ‘‘free trade’’ or 
‘revenue reform,’’ and asking that addi- 
tional protection shall be given to all indus- 
I move its reference 
to the Committee on Finance. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WILSON presented the petition of Al- | 


mira H. Thompson, of Westfield, Chautauque 
county, New York, praying to be au au 
pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a memorial of 
workers in the Marietta iron-works, Wash- 
ington county, Ohio, remonstrating against a 
change of the existing tariff laws abating or 
abolishing duties upon such articles as are 
successfully produced in this country; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citi- | 


zens of Newburyport, Massachusetts, being the | 
| representatives of original sufferers by French 


spoliations, praying that Congress will provide 
for their claims; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

He also presented a petition of colored citi- 


zens of Mississippi, setting forth the outrages | 


to which they are @xposed and praying for 


the passage of the supplementary civil rights 


bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
similar to that presented by the Senator from 
New York [Mr.Fexton] yesterday, asking for 
civil service reform, and specifying several 
details, assigning reasons and alleging out- 
rages which require remedy. This petition is 
extensively signed by the most distinguished 
mercantile houses in Boston, and also some 


others out of Boston, in Massachusetts. [ | 


move its reference to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONKLING presented a memorial of 


workers in the Buffalo Iron and Nail Com- | 


pany’s works, citizens of Buffalo, New York, 
remonstrating against a change in the existing 


| tariff laws abating or abolishing duties upon 
'| such articles as are successfully produced in 
| this country ; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Finance. 


Mr. CAMERON presented a memorial of 


Tron Company, of Wrightsville, York county, 
Pennsylvania, praying a repeal of the duties 
upon tea, coffee, and other articles of neces- 


sity, and for such an adjustment of ihe tariff | 


duties as will protect home industry; which 
was referred to the Committee. on Finance, 
He also presented a memorial of workers in 
the employ of the Lehigh Iron Company, citi- 
zens of Salisbury township, Lehigh county, 
Pennsylvania, praying a repeal of the duties 
upon tea, coffee, and other articles of neces- 
sity, and for such an adjustment of the tariff 


duties as will protect home industry; which | 


was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


Ialso present a petition | 


| workmen in the employ of the Wrightsville | 
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He also presented a memorial of workers 
in the Chestnut Hill Iron Ore Company’s fur- 
naces, citizens of Columbia, Lancaster county, 
Pennsylvania, praying a repeal of the duties 
upon tea, coffee, and other articles of neces 
sity, and such an adjustment of the tariff duties 
as will protect home industry; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Edward 
Hedley, praying compensation for a mill burned 
to give light for movements of United States 
troops operating near Richmond, Virginia, in 
1865; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. NORWOOD presented a petition of 
citizens of Georgia, praying indemnity for 
spoliations committed by the French between 
the years 1793 and 1801; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. BOREMAN presented papers in sup- 
port of the bill (S. No. 584) to confirm the 
title of James V. Boughner to certain lands 
therein described ; which were referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS 

Mr. KELLOGG. 
order be made: 

Ordered, That Mrs. H. L. Gates have leave to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate the papers in 
relation to the claim of the heirs of Colonel William 
Gates. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Those papers have been 
used in this body and in the other House upon 
her claim. ‘They have been adjudicated, and 
an act of Congress has been passed to pay 
that claim or what was thought a reasonable 
and proper allowance, and it has been paid. 
Now, | think in a case of that kind these 
papers, which are in effect the vouchers, ought 
not to be withdrawn. 

Mr. KELLOGG. 
the case myself. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Vermont objects, and the order will go 
over until to-morrow. It is in the position of 
a resolution, which can be called up by a vote 
of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. CONKLING, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Obadiah B. and 
Oliver 5. Lathom be taken from the files of the 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, 
it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the 
papers now on file in the office of the Secretary of 
the Senate, in the case of the German Evangelical 
church of Martinsburg, West Virginia. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on 
Finance, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 1830) to amend the thirty-second sec- 
tion of an act entitled ‘‘An act to reduce inter- 
nal taxes, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
July 14, 1870, reported it with an amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1333) to 
amend section thirty-five of an act entitled 
‘*An act to reduce internal taxes, and for other 
purposes,’’ reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 552) to regu- 
late the compensation of the clerks employed 
in the several Executive Departments of the 
Government, reported adversely thereon, and 
moved its indefinite postponement ; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Iamalso directed by the 
same committee, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 575) to authorize the purchase of 
secured obligations of the Real Estate Bank 
of Virginia, to report it adversely. As this is 
a bill introduced by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Jounston,] in which he takes a 
personal interest, I ask that it be put on the 
Calendar with the adverse report, without 
|| action now. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
|| placed on the Calendar with the adverse report. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
\| tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (8. 


I ask that the following 


| know nothing about 
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No. 568) to authorize the transfer of Alonzo | 


Sa 
city of Pensacola, Florida, asking legislation | 


Io. Miltimore, reported adversely thereon, and || to protect stevedores who are citizens of the 
moved its indefinite postponement; which was | United States as against those brought from 


agreed to. 

Mr. BOREMAN, from the Committee on | 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
Mary A. Ripley, praying compensation for 
money expended and services rendered as a 
nurse during the late war, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration; which 
was agreed to. 


Mr. SCOTT, from the Committee on Fi- | 


nance, to whom was referred the petition of 
John Thompson Mason, praying the passage 


foreign countries to load vessels in the harbor 
of Pensacola; 

The petition of Sherman W. Adams, of Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, praying for such legislation 
as may establish general rules in relation to 
road-beds, tracks, gauges, bridges, depots, rail- 


way maps and guides, the qualifications of in- | 
spectors and oflicers of railroads, the rates of | 


carriage of passengers and freights, &c., and 


The memorial of Benjamin S. Brooks, Egbert | 


Judson, and John Centre, praying the restora- 


of a law relieving him from liability incurred || tion to them of the Island of Yerba Buena in 
as collector of the port of Baltimore, through || the bay of San Francisco. 


« defaleation of his clerk, submitted an ad- 
verse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. He alsoasked to be discharged from 


} 
| 
| 


| 


its further consideration; which was agreed to. | 


Ile also, from the Committee on Claims 
to whom was referred the petition of the Uni 
ted States Express Company, praying that the 
Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to 

sue to that company bonds and compound- 
interest notes in lieu 
destroyed by fire onthe 30th of January, 1866, 


’ 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I am directed by the 


Committee on Appropriations, to whom was: 


referred the bill (H. R. No. 1071) making 


| appropriations for the payment of invalid and 


| 


| other pensions of the United States forthe year 
‘ending June 80, 1878, to report it back with 


| an amendment; and as it isa short bill and 


ubmitted a report accompanied by a bill (S. | 


No. 608) for the relief of the United States 
luxpress Company. 


‘The bill was read and passed to the second || 
reading, and the report was ordered to be i 
printed. I] 


Mr. CRAGIN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 


le 2 explained in tw hree minutes 
of bonds and notes || ©" be explained in two or three minutes, 1 


ask unanimous consent to put it on its passage 
now, 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 

The amendment of the Committee on Appro- 


priations was to add to the bill the following | 


proviso : 


_Provided, That the appropriations aforesaid for 
Navy pensions and the other expenditures under 


(71) for the relief of Paymaster George F. || that head, shall be paid from the ineomeof the Navy 


Cutler, reported it without amendment. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom | 


was referred the bill (S. No. 417) fixing the 
rank of professors of mathematics inthe United 


| what the state of this bill is. 


States Navy, reported it without amendment. || 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, from the || 


Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the petition and papers of Clara Morris, pray- 
ing compensation for property destroyed dur- 


ing the war, asked to be discharged from its || 


further consideration ; which was agreed to. || | 7 ; i 
as ‘| ing June 30, 1871, were just $30,000,000, and | 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, from the Com- 


mittee on Finance, to whom was referred the || 


petition of 8S. RK. Wells, praying Congress to i 
i] 


pass an act incorporating the National Bureau 


and Homestead Money Exchange, Savings || 
Bank, Loan and Trust Company, asked to be | 


discharged from its further consideration ; | ; ; 
|| showing, for the first quarter of the current | 
Mr. FENTON, from the Committee on Fi- || 


which was agreed to. 


nance, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. || 


No. 808) for the relief of Jacob Weart, col- 


lector of internal revenue, fifth district of || 


New Jersey, reported adversely thereon, and 
moved its indefinite postponement ; 
agreed to. 


which was | 


i 
| 
1] 


Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on || 


the Judiciary, to whom were referred the fol- | 


lowing petitions and memorial, asked to be 
discharged from their further consideration ; 
which was agreed to: 

The petition of W. C. Cameron and others, | 
praying the passage of an act of incorporation 
of the Soldiers’ National Homestead Company; 


pension fund, so far as the same may be sufficient for 
that purpose. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I will explain in a word 


This bill appro- 
priates $30,480,000 for all classes of pensions, 
including those of the war of 1812. Between 
three and four hundred thousand dollars of 
that will be paid out of the income of the 
Navy pension fund, which now, at three per 
cent., 1s not quite sufficient to pay all the Navy 
pensions. The appropriations tor the year end- 
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It seems then that this quarter is a fair ayer. 
age, and almost an exact one, no doubt, of the 
next three quarters. Supposing that to be go. 
there will be expended in the current yea; 
$29,583,802 92; but the Commissioner of 
Pensions reports that in his opinion the ex. 
penditures for pensions under the act provid. 
iug for soldiers of the war of 1812 will be largely 
increased, so that he thinks that in that de. 
partment of pensions there will be a deficiency 
on account of the great number of claims tha; 
are filed aud the additional labor that is to be 
bestowed upon giving them a quick hearing 
The result is that we think the appropriation 
provided by the House of $30,480,000 wij| 
probably be sufficient for this year, subject to 
the possibility of claims for pensions for the 
war of 1812 running it somewhat over. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as 


amended, and the amendment was concurred 
in. The amendment was ordered to be en. 


Before the bill passes, | 
wish the Senator from Vermont, who stated 


'| that the Navy oe fund was not quite sufi. 
|| cient to pay t 


e Navy pensions, would state 
the reason why itis not sufficient. It is because 
it was the pleasure of Congress to cut down to 
three per cent. the interest on that money which 


| belongs to the Navy, and was pledged to them 


| 


| 
| 
! 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
} 


| 
| 
| 


the appropriations for the current fiscal year, || 
ending on the 30th of June next, amount || 


to $33,550,000, including an Bppceerioet of 
$4,500,000 that was made specially for the 
pensions of soldiers of the war of 1812. 


I have here a statement from the Treasury, | 


year, how the last appropriation is being 


expended, and which has the tendency to show | 


that the sum required for the next year will 
be just about what this bill provides. Under 
the current year’s appropriation, for the quar- 
ter ending 30th September, 1871, there have 


|| been already paid for artificial limbs, which 


falls under this appropriation, and commuta- 
tation for them, $27,441 41; for invalid pen- 
sions, $2,639,555 36; for widows and depend- 


| ent relatives, and all the classes falling under 





The petition of members of the Universal | 


Peace Union, praying the repeal of the war 
clauses of the Constitution ; 

The petition of Abram IF’, Hines and Jesse | 
Mann, praying the passage of a law to pre- 
vent the abduction. of minors in the District | 
of Columbia ; 

The petition of General De Wemyss Jobson, 
raying redress for acts of violence at the 
iauds of one Sharpe, a United States marshal | 
in New York; 

The petition of the executive committee of | 
the Settlers’ Proteetive Association of Kansas ; 
in behalf of settlers on Osage ceded lands; 

The petition of citizens of Georgia, praying | 
the passage of the supplemental civil rights 


bill, and for the passage of sach laws as shall || Ve repera a. 


break up the Ku Klux organizations; 
The petition of thé Common Council of the 


| 
} 


| 


that head, $4,511,176 67; for the war of 1812, 
$117,579 37; for fees, $56,621 80; for com- 
missions and compensation, $26,288 57; for 
additional compensation, $11,126 38, and for 
contingent expenses, $6,191 17; making a 
total expenditure out of the current appro- 
priation for the first quarter of the fiscal year, 
$7,395,975 73. With a statement of these 
figures, I received from the Treasury Depart- 
ment this letter: 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
February 3, 1872. 

Str: In complianee with your verbal request, I 
have the honor to inclose a statement of amounts 
actually disbursed at the several pension agencies 


during the first quarter of the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1872, (September 30, 1871:) also a statement of 


| appropriations for payment of pensions for the fiscal 


|} year ending June 30, 1872, 


The expenditure for each of the three remaining 
uarters will not differ materially from that of the 
first quarter inclosed. 


8S. BOUTWELL, Secretary. 


| Hon. GrorGr F. Epmcenps, 


United States Senate, 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


i 
| 
' 


\ 


| 


| 


in the beginning. If we paid the same inter. 
est for that that we pay tor our other debts, 
there would be almost double enough to pay 
the Navy pensions. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In reply to that observa. 
tion, I will state that the Sead pension fund 
is only a mode of keeping an account in the 
Treasury Department. The Navy pension fund 
does not belong to the Navy any more than all 
the funds in the Treasury belong to the people 
of the United States. That idea is a great 
mistake. 

Mr. ANTHONY. It is a fund that the 
Navy brought into the Treasury and that the 
Government solemnly pledged to the payment 
of Navy pensions ; and therefore when the 
Government takes possession of that money 
and cuts down the income of it to only half 
what it pays for its other debts, it is not the 
fault of the Navy pension fund that it does 


| not pay the Nayy pensions. 


| 
j 


| 


| 
| 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


stating the account. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. The reason stated by the 
Senator from Rhode Island is the correct 
one. The income from the Navy pension 
fund would be more than sufficient to pay 
the Navy pensions and the expenses in- 
cident to them, if it were invested at six per 
cent; but the Government has taken the 
money and deposited it at three per cent., 
the Government having the money. I do not 
quite agree with my friend from Ohio, that we 
have the same right morally over this money 
that we have over other money, because in 
the foundation ef the Navy Department and 
of the Navy pension fund we provided in 
advance that one half of the products of prizes 
taken by our sailors should forever be kept a 
sacred trust fund separate from the other funds 
of the Government for this purpose. By that 
I think Congress ought to feel, as it always 


It is simply a mode of 


'| has felt hitherto, bound. 


The bill was read the third time, and 
passed, 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I am instrneted by the 
Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 570) transferring certain pow- 
ers and duties to the Department of Justice, 
and providing a seal therefor, to report it back 
with a recommendation that it pass with 
amendments. I ask the consideration of the 
Senate to this billatthis time. It isshort and 


will take but a moment, and I think there will 
be no objection to it. 
By unanimous consent the Senate, as in 
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Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- | 
sider the bill. , : } 
" The first section provides that all and singu- 
jar the powers conferred and duties enjoined 
iy existing Jaws upon the Secretary of the In- 
wrior relating to the imprisonment or dis- | 
charge of convicted offenders against the laws | 
ofthe United States, or to the reform school 
and jailin the District of Columbia, shall be 
rransferred to the Attorney General of the 
United States. The second section provides 
that the seal heretofore provided for the office | 
of the Attorney General shall be the seal of 
the Department of Justice, with such change 
in the device as the President of the United 
states shall approve. 

The first amendment of the Committee on | 
the Judiciary was to strike out in section one, | 
jines eight and nine, the words ‘‘Attorney 
General of the United States,’’ and insert the 


| 
words ** Department of Justice.”’ | 
| 


The amendment was agreed to. 


| in exchange for publications of other Govern- 
| ments of equal or greater value which are sent 
think the || 
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have made some inquiries of scientific men, | consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 
and I have no doubt this is one of the most || (S. No. 604) to allow the Lake Ontario Shore 


valuable, if not the most valuable, source of | 
information as to the mining industry and 
resources of this country that has ever been 
published. 





1] 


and a very large part of that is to go abroad || 


to the Congressional Library. I 
Secretary of War or the chief of engineers, 
whoever had charge of it, was quite right in 
thinking the work should be printed in a way 


| that would be a creditable specimen of Amer- 


The next amendment was at the end of the | 
second section to insert: {| 


And all books, papers, documents, and records 
in said Department of Justice may be copied and | 
certified under the seal, in the same manner as those 
in the State Department may, and with the same | 
force and effect. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I only rise to ask my | 
friend, the chairman, to explain what is trans- | 
ferred. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Secretary of the 
Interior sent us a communication stating that 
most of the duties appertaining to the Interior 
Department connected with judicial matters | 
had already been transferred to the Depart- | 
ment of Justice, but that now, under the law 
creating the Department of Justice, the matter 
of the imprisonment and discharge of con- 


victed offenders against the laws of the United || 


States was still subject to his jurisdiction, and | 
he thought that they ought to go together. | 
Hence he recommended this change in regard 

to those convicts, and also in reference to the | 


| have been so many personal explanations 
| made, I should like to know whose fault it is 


can typography; and although I speak quite 


disinterestedly, as | had nothing to do with || vide for the appointment of a commission on 


any responsibility in the matter, I think the | 
work was well done, and the expense well | 


| incurred. 


The resolution was concurred in, as follows: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That there be 
printed and bound, with plates and map, one thou- | 
sand copies of the final report of the United States 
geological survey of Nebraska; five hundred copies 
of which shall be for the use of the Secretary of the 


|| Interior, and five hundred copies for distribution by 
|| the Smithsonian Institution. 


Mr. HITCHCOCK subsequently moved to | 
reconsider the vote by which the resolution | 
was concurred in; and the motion to recon- | 
sider was entered. 

APPROACHES TO THE CAPITOL. 


Mr. ANTHONY. While I am up, as there | 


that the approaches to the Capitol in inclem- | 


Railroad Company to lay their track upon the 
pier at Oswego, New York; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee 


A moderate edition is published, |} on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CORBETT asked, and by unanimous 


| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill 


(S. No. 605) to establish a post route in Oregon; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 


|| the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 
|| and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. POMEROY, (by request, as he stated, ) 


‘asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 


leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 606) to pro- 


the subject ot prohibitory legislation for the 


| Suppression of intemperance ; which was read 


j ' 


ent weather are kept in such a shameful and || 


dangerous condition. I do not know but that 


|| my friend on my right [Mr. Morrit1, of Ver- 


mont] may say whose fault it is ? 


jail and reform school in the District of Colum- |' 


bia. This bill transfers those duties from the 


Interior Department to the Department of || 


Justice, because the Department of Justice 


has jurisdiction of cognate subjects, and it |, : é 
| on the north side the sidewalk, the plankway, | 
| 
|| coasting-ground, where the boys were coasting 
\| in what may be called a positively constitu- 
| tional way ; that is, without distinction of race, 
| color, or previous condition of servitude. 
'| was impossible for anybody to walk there. I | 
1 think that if there is no oflicer ¢harged with 


was thought advisable by the Secretary of the 
Interior, (and we thought so, too,) that they 
should be in the same Department. The other 
provision of the bill relates to the seal and the 
certifying of records. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF NEBRASKA. 
Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- | 


ing, to whom was referred a concurrent reso- | 
lution from the House of Representatives to 
print one thousand copies of the official report 
of the United States geological survey of 
Nebraska, have instructed me to report it 
back without amendment, and to recommend 
its passage. Before the vote is taken I wish 
to answer a question that the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. SHerMAn] put to me the other day, 
and which I was then unable to answer. | 
Although the matter is not particularly in my 
department, I think it is just that the question 
should be answered. The Senator from Ohio 
asked by what authority the report of the | 
geological survey of the fortieth parallel had | 
been printed, and | replied that I did not 
know; that it did not come under the super- 
vision of the committee of which I am a 
member; but in the last Army appropriation 
bill is this provision: 

“And the Secretary of War is hereby authorized 
to have prepared and published the report of the 


result of the exploring expedition and survey of the 
line of the fortieth parallel: Provided, That the 


epprepriedons in the War Department: And pro- 
vided further, That the letter-press shall be done at 
the Public Printing Office.” 

Since this question was put to me I have | 
made some examination of that matter, and | 


| 


} 
| 
| 


| 
| 
cost of.the same shall be defrayed out of existing || ing off the snow than to run the danger of || 
'| having to pay the funeral expenses of Sen- 


|; ators. 


lf there is no money that can be constitu- | 
tionally appropriated to keep the approaches 
to the Capitol in as good order as a man in 
Providence would keep a respectable peanut- 
stand, I am willing to contribute, or I am will- 
ing to take my hand at the shovel; but all last 
week during the inclement weather it was dan- 
gerous to come to the Capitol. 
Tittle narrow path wide enough for two or three 


twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con 
sent obtained, leave to introducea bill (S. No. 
607) to establish the pay of the enlisted men 
of the Army; which was read twice by its title, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


| and ordered to be printed. 


AMERICAN CASE BEFORE GENEVA COMMISSION. 


Mr. WEST submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Printing: 

_ Resolved, (the House of Representatives concur- 
ring,) That there ae ppatee thirty thousand copies 
of the work prepared by the State Department pre- 
senting the case of the United States to the Geneva 
commission, under the Washington treaty, whereof 
ten thousand copies shall be for the use of the Senate, 
and twenty thousand copies for the use of the House 
of Representatives. 

COUNSEL FEES OF SENATORS. 

Mr. CHANDLER submitted the following 
resolution ; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


| Resolved, That the Committee of Investigation 
'} and Retrenchment be instructed to inquire whether 


| any United States Senator has received money 
| under color of counsel fees or otherwise from the 
Treasury of the United States, in violation of law, 


1) 

i . . . . 

|! and to report the result of their inquiry as early a 
' 


There was a | 


people to walk abreast, shoveled down the | 


steps, and that was coyered with bare ice; and 


and the brickway were given up entirely as a | 


It 


that duty, some officer should be charged with 
it, and if there is no money applicable to the 


practicable. 
BRIDGE ACROSS TILE MISSISSIPPI. 
Mr. HARLAN submitted an amendmeut 
intended to be proposed to the bill (S. No. 


| 647) to authorize the construction of a bridge 
across the Mississippi river at or near the 


‘/ town of Clinton, in the State of lowa, and 
|| to establish it as a post road; which was re- 
\| ceived informally and ordered to lie on the 


purpose, I think the money should be appro- | 


priated. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I desire to 
say one word in response to the Senator from 
Rhode Island. I suppose that the architect 


of the Capitol extension has charge of the || 
Capitol, but he has not been provided with | 


sufficient help to take care of all the approaches 
to the Capitol in such a season as we have 
had for the past week, when it has been freez- 
ing weather every morning for about eight or 


nine days—an unusual state of the weather— | 


and it would be impossible with the force that 
he is supplied with to clear off all the ice in 
the several approaches to the Capitol. I 
merely suggest to the Senator from Rhode 
Island that he wear India-rubbers and he will 
have no difficulty at all. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I would suggest to my 
friend from Vermont, as he is a good protec- 
tionist, that human life is entitled to some 
protection; and on the score of economy it is 





cheaper to incur the certain expense of clear- | 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr, CONKLING asked, and by unanimous | 


| table, and be printed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representa- 
| tives, by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 
1329) removing the political disabilities of L. 
A. Sypert, Luke Trafton, A. J. Sisk, and John 
Couch. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the enrolled bill (H. 
Rk. No. 1076) establishing certain post roads 
in Vermont; and it received the signature of 
the Vice President. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 


|| Senate a message of the President of the Uni 


| ted States, in response to a resolution of the 


|| 16th ultimo, calling for information concern- 


| ing the seizure and retention by force in Ven- 


|, ezuela of the American steamers Hero, Dud- 


| ley Buck, Nutrias, and San Ternando, the 
| property of the Venezuelan Steam Transport- 
ation Company, an American corporation ; 
which was referred to the Committee on I’or- 
eign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 


POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill (H. BR. No. 380) for the removal of legal 
and political disabilities imposed by the third 
section of the fourteenth article of amendments 
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Rt to the Constitution of the United States, the 
te 4 pending question being on the amendment of 
ei Mr. CARPENTER to the amendment of Mr. 
ti SUMNER. : 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 


from Vermont [Mr. Epmunps] is entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am ill this morning, 
and I shall yield the floor for the present to 
any gentleman who wishes to occupy it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Previous to the 
debate commencing, the Secretary will report 
the modified amendment to the amendment, 
the Senator from Wisconsin having modified 
his proposition since it was originally reported, 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


W hoever, being a corporation or natural person, 
and owner, orin charge of any public inn; or of 


Eetelomaraeame ates 
~- 


Li ALPEN 


; any place of public amusement or entertainment | 


for which a license from any legal authority is re- 
quired; or of any line of stage-coaches, railroad, 
or other means of public carriage of passengers or 
freight; cr of any cemetery, or other benevolent in- 
stitutions, orany publicschoolsupported, in whole or 
in part, at public expense or by endowment for public 


use, shall make any distinction as to admission or | 


accommodation therein, of any citizen of the United 


States, because of race, color, or previous condition | 


of servitade, shall, on conviction thereof, be fined 
not less than $500 nor more than $5,000 for each 
offense; and the person or corporation so offending 
shall be liable to the citizens thereby injured, in 
damages to be recovered in an action of debt. 


Sec. —. That the offenses under this act, and ac- 
tions to recover damages, may be prosecuted before 
any territorial, district, orcireuit court of the United 


States having jurisdiction of crimes at the place 
where the offense was charged to have been com- 
mitted. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


ment of the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. CARPENTER, I believe the yeas and 
nays have been ordered on that question. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. They were or- 
dered on the amendment as originally offered, 
but not on the amendment as modified. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Then I call for the 
yeas and nays on that question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HAMLIN. | stated a few moments ago 
in the Senate that I had already voted for the 
original proposition offered by the Senator 


from Massachusetts, and should do so again. | 


That statement needed a little qualification. 
Giving to the subject all that consideration of 
which I am capable, and taking the present 
aspect of the country into account, | am in- 
clined to vote, first, tor the amendment to the 
amendment, offered by the Senator from Wis- 
consin ; and that failing, I shall still continue 
to vote for the original proposition. 

Mr. SUMNER, Before the vote is taken 
1 wish the Senate to consider the difference 
between the two propositions. The substitute 
moved bythe Senator from Wisconsin is iden- 
tical in substance with the first section of 
whatis known asthe supplementary civil rights 
bill, except that it is not applicable to churches. 
That is the single point of difference between 
the substitute of the Senator and the first sec- 
tion of my amendment. 


they are willing to make that exception; 
whether when adopting this crowning act they 


are willing to leave it incomplete, so that here- | 


after there shall be other complaints, and we 
shall be called perhaps to legistate again. Why 
not do entirely the work we commence? 
Against the completeness which I invite, I 
hear but a single objection, and that is that 
requiring equality without distinction of color 
in churches incorporated by law will impinge 
upon that provision of the Constitution which 
forbids a religious test. I have already said 
that I could not see the weight of that consid- 
eration. I do not see its application to this 
case. I do not see how the requirement of 
equality in all organizations incorporated by 


tion upon a reiigious establishment. I do not 
understand it. I have reflected upon it care- 
fully; I havo listened to what has been said 
on that question; but I still fail to see the 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The question is | 
on agreeing to this amendment to the amend- | 


Now, sir, I feel it | 
my duty to ask the Senate to consider whether 





| in the other expects that the bill for the 


law can in any way interfere with the inhibi- | 
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become a law. When the Senator from Mas 
sachusetts and the Senator from Wiscong;, 
shall bring their propositions before the Sen, 
ate in an independent form, I will vote upo, 
them according as my conscience shall 
scribe; but here and now [ cannot but regard 
| them as a betrayal of the bill for the remoyg) 
| of political disabilities. I cannot but regard 
| 


{| 
| bearing of the objection. I hope that Sena- | 
|| tors before they vote on the proposed substi- | 
|| tute will carefully consider whether they are | 
| willing to exclude churches from the opera- 
|| tion of the great rule of equality before the 
|| law. 

‘| That, sir, is the first difference between the | 
| two propositions; but there are other differ- | 
|| ences, both of substance and of machinery. || the amendment as offered here as an assaggi;, 
|| The amendment introduced by me, as youare || of that bill, which stabs it in the back on the 
|| aware, contains besides its tirst section, an- || pretense of embracing it; and I do hope that 
|| other with reference to juries. Thatis omitted | every one who really wishes a general remoya) 
| by the Senator from Wisconsin. It contains || of political disabilities (for this bill goes y,, 
| also another, invalidating ‘‘ every law, statute, || further) will unite in excluding all amend. 
'| ordinance, regulation, or custom inconsistent || ments, and let us come to that question which 

with this act, or making any discriminations || has so long been before the country. 

against any person on account of color by the || Mr. CONKLING. Will it interrupt th, 
| use of the word ‘white.’’’ That is omitted || Senator if 1 should ask him a question? 
also inthe substitute. Then, besides,is whatI || Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. Not at gjj, 
have called the machinery for the enforcement | 
of the act. My amendment is called supple- | 
| mentary tothe civil rights act. Ittakes advant- | 
_age of that act, founds itself upon the same | 
principle of constitutional law, and employs || 
the machinery already devised. For instance, || 


Mr. CONKLING. Willthe Senator be king 
enough, for my instruction, to state his rea. 
sons for the conclusiou he has been affirming? 
Why, as he once said, if this amendment were 

| adopted, will the bill fail; and why does he 
deem this, in his very strong language, an 
attempt to assassinate the disability bill? 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. As I re. 
marked before, Mr. President, I think every 
person understands that such is the constitu. 
tion of one of the branches of Congress between 
the two great political parties of the day that 
the bill for the removal of political disabilities, 
if incumbered with this amendment, cannot 
in point of fact become a law. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will my honorable friend 
indulge me there for a moment? 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. Certainly. 

Mr. CONKLING. Perhaps the difference 
of understanding between us grows rather out 


| 


|| in the third section of the amendment, it is | 

|| provided— 

That the same jurisdiction and powers are here- 

i! by conferred, and the same duties enjoined upon, | 

{| thecourts and officers of the United States, in the | 
!| execution of this act, as are conferred and enjoined 

upon such courts and officers in sections three, four, 

five, seven, and ten of an act entitled ‘An act to | 

|| protect all persons in the United States in their | 
|| civil rights, and to furnish the’ means of their vin- 

| dieation.”’ 


| 
Now, I ask Senators whether they are will- | 
| 





ing to give up this machinery? It has been 
found valuable in the civil rights act. Will it | 
not be of equal value in this supplementary | 
||} act? Ifthere was occasion for it in the first, | 


| 


| is there not equal occasion forit inthesecond? || of a different understanding of the parliament 

| I submit that there is, and I hope Senators || ary law than of the fact. ‘The House by atwo 
will not hastily set aside this important prac- || thirds vote has adopted the measure before us. 
tical way of enforcing the provisions of the || Suppose we pass it, but before doing so, add 
'| law. You will see, therefore, that there are || an amendment to it. In the House the ques- 
at least four essential points of difference be- || tion will be on concurring in that amendment. 
tween my amendment and the proposed sub- || The honorable Senator from Connecticut seems 
stitute. The firstrelatestochurches; thesecond || to suppose that a two-thirds vote upon the 
relates to juries; the third relates to the word | question of concurrence will be necessary in 
‘*white’’ wherever it occurs in ordinances || the House. Ido notsounderstand it. On the 
|} and statutes; and the fourth relates to the ] 








contrary, I understand Senators here to have 

| machinery. Now, I appeal to Senators who || argued that the amendment of the Senator 
are in earnest to provide for the security of || from Massachusetts, as likewise the amend- 
equal rights not to adopt the weaker proposi- |! ment of my friend from Wisconsin, is especially 
tion. Let us do our work not only well, but } legislative, so unlike the character of the 
thoroughly, completely; and I submit that it || original bill as to be hardly in order; not at 
can be done in that way only by adhering to | all in order some have said; but I suggest to 
the amendment introduced by me. [I hope, || the Senator that the amendment being added, 
therefore, that Senators who are willing to || whatever may be thought of its merits, a ma- 
stand by the equal rights of their colored || jority vote will carry it in the House; and is 
fellow-citizens, will stand by the original || the honorable Senator authorized to say, or 
proposition. || is he prepared to believe, that with a working 
Mr. Presi- || majority belonging to the party to which he 








Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. 
dent, I do not desire to make any extended || belongs, in the House, a proper bill insuring 
remarks, either upon the original bill or upon || civil rights to all men will fail of a majority 
the amendment. For three years I have en- | vote? 
| deavored to obtain a vote of the Senate upon || Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. I disagree 

the question of the removal of political dis- || in the first place with the Senator from New 
abilities. The time has come now when it || York in reference to the parliamentary law. 
seems as if such a vote might be taken upon || He may be more correct than myself, but I do 
that bill unembarrassed by other, and not ger- || not believe that this amendment can become a 
mane, considerations. Because | desire to see || part of the bill inthe House of Representatives 
that bill passed, because now the period has || and come back to the Senate adopted by that 
come when circumstances render it more likely |! branch of Congress without a two-thirds vote 
that it may be passed than on any former occa- || of the House. But if I am in error in this 
sion, I shall vote against every amendment to || respect I do understand that, as the House of 
it, against the amendment of the Senator from || Representatives is constituted, a majority of 
Wisconsin, and against the amendment of the || that House cannot be obtained for the passage 
Senator from Massachusetts, and especially || of the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
against these amendments because they, in chusetts. 





| 











their very nature, are the deadliest enemies The Senator asks whether I am of opinion 
of the bill. || that a proper bill for the security of civil rights 

No one either in this branch of Congress or || cannot pass Congress. That is a very different 
question. The amendment of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, in my judgment, strikes down 
the very bulwarks of civil rights throughout this 
whole country. It takes away the foundation 
principle upon which our Federal system rests 
by striking at the principle of local self-gov- 
ernment the most vital blow that it has received 


removal of political disabilities can be passed 
and become a law if either the amendment of 
the Senator from Wisconsin or that of the 
Senator from Massachusetts shall prevail. I 
am endeavoring to legislate so as to make the 
bill for the removal of political disabilities 
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jace the foundation of the Government ; 
here may be those of the same political party | 
to which | am proud to belong who would not 

je] themselves justified, in view of their con- 
yictions as tu constitutional law, in voting for | 
the e amendment of the Senator from Massachu- || 

is when by their vote they were helping it 


a come a law. 
varliamentary proceeding, 
»f the Senator from Massachusetts were placed 
ipon the bill for the removal of political dis- 
abilitie s by the action of the Senate, it might 
yot be proper to vote for the bill as thus 
ymended in order that the bill might be kept 
alive, and having passed to the House of Re »p- 
regentatives, 2gain come back to the Senate 
and be subject to its control; but to vote for 
ihe amendment of the Senator from Massachu 
setts as it now stands, with the idea of making 
‘hat a part of the law of the land, would, as I 


I will not say that asa mere | 
if the amendment | 


said, in my judgment, be striking a fatal blow | 


ut the bulwarks of civil rights in this country. 
But, sir, [ do not wish to go into this argu- 
ment. I have neither the strength nor the 


and | | pressed that if the amendment were put on 


the bill in the Senate, it would then go to the 


| House and there be killed—— 


Mr. SUMNER. No; no; never. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. The Senator 
must pardon me, but I think it can be shown, 
not indeed in debate here, and yet not in pri- 
vate conversation, that language such as | 
have just uttered has fallen from the lips of 
the Senator himself—and coming back to the 


| Senate, then the removal of political « lisabili- 


ties is disposed of for the present and the Sen- 
ator’s bill which stands first on the Calendar 


| can be taken up and passed, for a majority of 


| Sir, 1 like to legislate, 
thing else, in a straightforward way. 


the Senate would then be committed to it. 
as I like to do every 


We have 
in the bill now before us a great public ques- 


tion which ought to be ale d on its own mer 
its, and having settled that, then let us proc eed 


to inquire, first, whether in point of fact there 


inclination to enter into a general discussion | 


of the questions of constitutional law involved 
in the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, or even into the questions of expe- 
diency involved in that amendment. I rose 
simply to speak somewhat earnestly in what 
little L 
to ask those who do sincerely favor the re- 
moval of political disabilities to save the bill 
from the stab which this amendment inflicts 
upon it. 

| was remarking when I was interrupted by 


the Senator from New York that the question | 


of the removal of political disabilities has now 
become an old question. 
settled. 
years. 


It has confronted us for the last four 
it met the national Republican conven- 


It is time thatit was | 


tion at Chicago, and that convention adopted | 
a principle upon which we ought to have acted | 


loug ago. If we are true to our principles, if 


ve are indeed such Republicans as sustain the | 


national platform of our own party lastadopted, 
we ought long since to have passed a general 
bill for the removal of political disabilities. 


Bilis were offered here from time to time by | 


different Senators. 
ripple in this body. At last the President of 
the United States, receiving, as he must have 
done, 
widely extended information from all portions 
of the country, and especially from that 
tion of the country upon which the bill would 
particularly operate, recommends precisely 
such a bill for the removal of political disabili- 


They scarcely created a 


during the last three years, the most | 


por- | 


ties as is now before the Senate in his annual | 


message. 

Last winter we created a committee of this 
body to proceed to the southern States to 
make a careful and thorough examination of 
the condition of things there, especially to 
inguire into the outrages and violence said to 
exist there, and to report to us the facts and 
the causes and the remedies which were in 
their judgment adapted to that case. That 
committee, after great labor, great expense 
of money and of time, comes back, and the 
chairman of the committee, whose mind as a 
judicial mind is not excelled in that charac- 


teristic by that of any other member of the | 


Senate, as a means, in part at least, of putting 
an end to the existing unhappy condition of 
things in the southern States, as chairman of 
that committee, with all the experience and 
information he has received, advises the pas- 
sage of the present bill. 

Under these circumstances it has seemed to 
me from the beginning to be ungenerous to 
atttempt to attach to this bill an amendment 
whose only ultimate result could be the defeat 
of the original bill; and Ido not think tbat 
even the Senator from Massachusetts can dis- 
pute that during a part, at any rate, of the 
period while we have been discussing the bill 
now before the Senate that Senator has enter- 





exist the evils which the amendment of the 
Senator from Massachusetts is intended to 
remove ; and in the second place if those evils 
do exist, whether that is the proper remedy ; 
and I say to the Senator from Massachusetts 
that if it shall be made to appear that a por- 


| tion of the citizens of this country are subjected 
| to wrong without a remedy, I will go with him 
| in finding some appropriate remedy; but | 


did say upon the original bill itself, and |! 


shall have to ask the Senator from Massachu- | 


| setts, if [ shall be compelled to differ from him 


as to the mode of applying a remedy, as to 
what is the true and safe and constitutional 


| remedy under our system of government, that 


| Cole, C 


he, after his many years of experience here, 
will not stigmatize me, as I have heard him 
stigmatize other Senators, as false to every 
principle of human rights because we cannot 
agree upon the best way of maintaining human 
rights. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mor- 
RILL, of Vermont, in the chair.) The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator trom 
Wisconsin to the amendment of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, on which the yeas and 
nays have been ordered. 

Mr. FLANAGAN. At the request of the 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] I have 
agreed to pair off with him. If he were pres- 
ent he would vote ‘‘nay’’ and I should vote 
* yea.”’ 

Mr. VICKERS. My colleague [Mr. Ham- 
ILTON } is necessarily absent in consequence of 
a death in the family of Mrs. Hamilton. He 
is paired with some member of the Senate 
whose name I forget. If he were here he would 
vote against the amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I was re- 
quested by the Senator from Tennessee [| Mr. 
Cooper] to state, in case any important vote 


| should be taken during his absence, that he 


was detained at home by the sickness of 
wife and child. 

Mr. NYE. I am paired on these questions 
with the Senator from Delaware, { Mr. Bayarp, | 
who is absent. Ido not know that the pair 
would reach this question, but for fear that | 
might be considered as breaking it, [ will not 
vote. I should vote ‘ nay’ 
ment. I donot know how he would vote. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 17, nays 34; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Anthony, Carpenter, Chandler, 
Conkling, Corbett, Fenton, Ferry of Michigan, 
Frelinghuysen, H: amilton of ‘Texas, Hamlin, Hitch- 
cock, Morrill of Maine, Pool, Ramsey, Scott, 
and Ww right—17. 

NAYS—Mesers. Ames, Blair, Boreman, Brownlow, 


Cameron, Clayton, Davis of West Virginia, Edmunds, 
ferry of Connecticut, Goldthwaite. Harlan, Hill, 


his 


Johnston, Kelly, Logan, Morrill of Vermont, Mor- 
ton, Norwood, Osborn, Pomeroy, Rice, Robertson, 
Saulsbury, Saw yer, Sherman, Spencer, Sprague, 
Stevenson, Stockton, Sumner, Trumbull, Vickers, 
West, and Wilson— 34. 
ABSENT -Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Buckingham, 
Caldwell, Casserly, Cooper, Cragin, Davis of Ken- 
| tucky, Flanagan, dilbert ‘Hamilton of Maryland, 


tained, precisely the view which I have ex- |, rejected. 


Howe, Kellogg, Lewis, Nye, Patterson,Pratt,Schurz, 
Stewart, Thurman, Tipton, and Windom—22, 


So the amendment to the amendment was 
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PRESIDENT. 


The VICE 


The question 


| recurs on the amendment of the Senator from 


’ on this amend- 


‘i 


| bill 


Massachusetts. 

Mr. SHERMAN, I now offer the amend- 
ments | suggested yesterday to the amendment 
of the Seuator from Massachusetts. On page 
2, section two, lines six and seven, 1 move to 
strike out the words ‘‘and such allowance for 
counsel fees as the court shall deem just.”’ 

Mr. SUMNER. Lacceptthat. The Senator, 
I think, is right in his suggestion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
from Massachusetts accepts the amendment 
suggested by the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 also move to strike out 
the last section butone. I ask that it beread. 

The VICE PRESIDEN 1 Che Secretary 


will read the words proposed be stricken 


out. 


The Cuter CLERK. 
be stricken out is: 

SEC. That every law, statute, 
lation, or custom inconsistent 
making any discriminations against any person on 
account of color by the use of the word ** white” is 
hereby repealed and annulled. 

Mr. SHERMAN, 


neither the Senator 


The section proposed to 
} 


ordinance, regu- 
with this act, or 


1 will simply state that 
from Massachusetts him- 
self nor any Senator in this body can tell the 
scope of this section. 1 have already found 
out that it changes the policy of the natural- 
ization laws since the foundation of the Gov- 
ernment, and it may strike in many places not 
only at the laws of the United States but at 
the laws of all the States, so that we are grop 
ing blindly in the dark in passing a provision 
so generalasthis. If there are any laws which 
the Senator from Massachusetts can point out 
where the word *' white”’ used in violation 
of the spirit of the Constitution, [ am willing 
to vote to repeal, modify, or change them ; 
but [ am satisied we ought never in any case 
to pass so general and sweeping a provision 
as this. I hope we may have a vote upon the 
subject, and | shall be content with whatever 
may be the judgment of the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 1 hope the Senator from 
Massachusetts will consent that this section be 
stricken out without prejudice to his right to 
put it on « proper bill; but it will be seen that 
we are now upon the quesuon of the constitu 
tional rights of citizens. That isthe point that 
his amendment to. The effect of this 
section, and all its effect, so far as | know, i 
really to change the naturalization laws, which 
have nothing to do with the rights of citizens, 
but relate to a question of mere external pol 
icy. i think I should agree with bim on the 
question when it arises in a proper form on a 
bill coming from a committee, and when all 
its aspects are seen. But to put it in this bill, 


is 


goes 


which deals with the constitutional rights of 


citizens, is a great deal more inconsistent than 
it is to have this amendment on the amnesty 
which deals with the constitutional dis 
abilities of citizens. It opens an entirely dif- 
ferent subject, and I think there is no occasion 
for our making haste to legislate on that ques 
tion at this time. 

Mr. SUMNER. The section proposed to 
be stricken out has one single object: it is to 
bring the legislation of this country and its 
laws in all respects into complete harmony 
with the Constitution of the United States. 
‘There is no word of color in that text. How 
can you introduce a word of colorin any legis- 
lation 


or law under the Constitution of the 
United States? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. The word ‘‘color’’ isin 
the last amendment. 
Mr. SUMNER. The Senator reminds me 


that the word ‘‘color’”’ is in the last amend- 
ment; but he knows well that it is introduced 
there expressly for denunciation. The Con- 
stitution there sets itself up against any suc th 
discrimination. In its original text there is no 
suchword. Thattextis blameless. ‘lhe laws 
of the land ought to be equally blameless. 
The Senator from Obio (Mr. Snerman] 
asks me to indicate the particular instances 





| 
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which may need this remedy. Sir, there is no 
occasion to indicate instances. If the word is 
introduced into any law or ordinance, whether 
of the nation or of , itis contrary to 
the epirit of the national Constitution ; it ought 
to be eliminated ; and the object of this section 
is to do that very work. 

But Senators find that it bears upon our 
naturalization laws. ‘That is the only case 
which has been mentioned; perhaps it is the 
only case where it is of particular importance. 
Bat now I put it to Senators, are you willing 
that exception shall longer continue in 
your naturalization laws? Wall you not at 
iia great moment of reckoning bring those 
laws, too, in harmony with the national Con- 
titution? You are setting your foot upon all 
Why recognize those 
distinctions in your naturalization laws? Al- 
ready you have enabled any person of African 
descent coming, it may be, direct from the in- 
terior of Africa, to be naturalized here and to 
enjoy the benefit of our institutions. Already 
the great gates are opened to all from Africa. 
Why keep them closed against any? 
so, you depart from the spirit of the national 
Constitution and from the great promise of the 
Declaration of Independence. That Declara- 
tion soleninly announces the equal rights of 
all men, not of all white men, but of all men ; 
and | submit that it is our duty, now that this 
question is presented, to see that it is settled 
in conformity with that great promise. 

Mr. NORWOOD. I simply wish to call the 
attention of the Senator from Massachusetts to 
a fact. He remarked that the only effect that 
that section to which his attention had been 
called would have wasin reference to the natu- 
ralization laws. I called the attention of the 
Senate the other day to the fact that I thought 
it would repeal all State laws which inhibit 
marriage between persons of these ditferent 
races or colors. I wish to ask the Senator if 
he does not think that would be the effect of 
the section? 

Mr. SUMNER. I would ask the Senator 
whether on that point he was not completely 
answered at once by the Senator from Kansas, 
{Mr. Pomeroy?] I should like the judgment 
of the Senator from Georgia on the answer of 
the Senator from Kansas. Was he not com- 
pletely answered? 

Mr. NORWOOD. I do not know that I 
understand what the Senator means by a com- 
plete answer. If the Senator from Kansas 


a State 


that 


diatinetions of color. 


answered the point that I made, that Congress | 


has not the power to abolish Staté laws regu- 
lating marriage, | did not hear him do that, 
for he said nothing about it. He referred to 
the question of taste. I made my own reply 
to hin, with which I am satisfied. 

Mr. SUMNER. Does the Senator inquire 
with regard.to the power? -Do | understand 
that to be his inquiry? 

Mr. NORWOOD. = L inquired whether the 
Senator did not consider that that would be 
another effect of this section if it was passed 
ito a law 7? 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; what if it is? 

Mr. NORWOOD. I simply asked whether 
that would not be the effect; and if the Sen- 
ator desired that effect to be produced? 

Mr. SUMNER, I desire that every word 
‘nm the aws of this land shall be brought in 
harmeny with the Constitution of the United 
Saes; and if in that way the legislation, 
which the Sevator now calls atrention to, is 
repealed or unnulled, so much the better. 
Nor can [| doubt 


legisiation of this country in harmony with 
the national Coustiturion, especially since the 
recent amendments. ’ 
it? Out ot what has the inhibition to which 
he aliudes originated? The 


‘The re fore in abolishing slavery Congress must, 
would it complete its work, abolish all the off- 
shoots of slavery, all that geows out of slavery. 


the power of Congress. | 
Congress has plenary power to bring all the | 


prejudice of | 
coor Which was the very basis of slavery. | 


Can the Senator doubt 


| 
i} 
| 
| 
| 


| in the amendment many imperfections which | 
In doing || 


| the sense of the Senate as to the practicability 
| of any amendment to this bill. 


| Senator from Wisconsin, believing that that 
| would cover all the necessities of the case as | 
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It must do its work thoroughly. 
allow anything of slavery to remain. But just | 
so long as any legislation inspired by that 
original prejudice of color shall exist either on | 
the statate-books of the nation or the statute- 
book of a State, slavery to that extent still || 
continues, 
Sir, how often have I had oceasion to say in 
this Chamber that slavery dies hard! It died 
hard on the battle-field; it dies hard in this | 


some of its final struggles. I hope Senators | 
will have the courage to meet the issue and 


} 
Chamber; and we are now called to witness | ized. 


far as the Senate can do it, is finally abolished. 

Mr. CORBETT. The amendment offered | 
by the Senator from Massachusetts in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and then voted down by | 
the Senate, was, as has been pointed out, in a | 
very crude state. ‘The Senator from New 
Jersey subsequently pointed out many of its 
imperfections, and I believe the Senator from | 
Massachusetts himself agreed that there were | 


should be stricken out. I voted for the | 
amendment then simply with a view to test 


[ now desire | 
to say that I supported the amendment of the | 





TSA 


required at this time. I believe that the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachv- | 


| setts goes much further than Congress is | 


willing to go at this time. It is evident, I | 
think, that the section proposed now to be | 


| stricken out by the Senator from Ohio ex- | 


tends much further and wider than is intended | 
and believed to be for the best interests of | 
this country. For that reason, I hope that the | 

| 


| section may be stricken out and the amend- | 
ment perfected, if it is still persisted in, so as | 


| strike out. 


|| proposed by the Senator from Massachusetts 


_ tended, as | believe, to comprehend political 
| rights. 


out be adopted, it will change our natural- 


to be in such a shape that it may be effectual, | 
and of some benetit to the colored popula- | 
tion of the South, to whom, I understand, it is | 
mainly intended to protect, and to give equal | 
rights of citizenship. 

I trust the Senator from Massachusetts, if 
he expects his bill to pass by a two-thirds 
majority, will consent to strike out the section 
which the Senator from Ohio has proposed to | 
It must be evident to him that it | 
is impossible that his bill can pass by the 
requisite majority without that section being | 
stricken out. It is evident that this amend- | 
ment cannot be passed by the required major- | 
ity. I hope, therefore, for the benefit of these 
people, and for the purpose of perfecting this 
amendment, the suggestion of the Senator 
from Ohio may be acceded to, and this sec- 
tion stricken out. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. President, the amendment 


has reference to civil rights, reference to ben- 
efits to be conferred upon the colored people 
of this country, which may be classified as the 
common rights of citizens, and was not in- 


Ivis stated, and very truly, that if the section 
which the Senator from Ohio moves to strike 


ization laws in a most essential particular. It 


| will open the door for naturalization to all 


| classes of people in the world. 


| 
| 


Inhabitants 
from the center of Africa, from the South Sea 
islands, from Asia, and all parts of the world, 
could come in here under that, and whether | 
assimilating to our institutions or not would 
become citizens of the United States, on the 
same footing with those who originated in 
Europe and portions of the continent of 
America, who may be presumed to have some 
sympathy with our institutions, and who are 
similar to us in their origin. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Will the Senator from | 


| 

i . . . | 
| California allow me to ask him a question? =| 
{ 


Mr. COLE. § Yes, sir. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to be informed | 





| —. 
It must not | if persons from the center of Africa eanyo 
! 
| 
| 


| two years ago, I believe. 
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now be naturalized under existing law? 

Mr. COLE. They can ender a special Jaw 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Existing law. hat j, 
a general Jaw, is it not, that authorizes 
Hottentot to be naturalized? 

Mr. COLE. 


uy 


Phere is such a law, passed 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


Then we have already 
a law authorizing a Hottentot to be natural. 


Mr. COLE. There was such a provision, 


) _mee' | embodied in some other bill, | think, withoy; 
say that before this debate is finished slavery, so | 


any special consideration of its consequences, 
I would hike the attention of the chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee to the fact that in the 
treaty which was made between this country 
and China some two years ago or more, a pro- 
vision was embodied against the naturalization 
of our people in China and the naturalization 
of Chinese to citizenship in this country. If 
this bill passes, it will, so far as our side of 
the treaty is concerned, nullify that provision, 
It is as follows at the end of article six : 
‘But nothing herein contained shall be held to 
confernaturalization on citizens of the United States 


in China, nor upon subjects of China in the United 
States.” 


It ought to be well known, and doubtless is, 
that the people of China, born in China, have 
but very little comprehension of our institu- 
tions. They donot read our booksand papers, 
They do not come here, as arule, for the pur- 
| pose of becoming permanent resideuts in this 
| country; but ali of them, or nearly all, with 
| the expectation of returning. I know it may 
be said here that, therefore, they would not 

become citizens; butin the hauds of designing 
politicians they might be for a temporary pur- 
pose induced to become citizens of this coun- 
try if this measure should pass. 

Mr. TRUMBULJI.. Does the Senator under- 
stand that the treaty with China has anything 
to do with the naturalization laws? Does it 
do anything more than provide that by virtue 
of that treaty neither citizens of the United 
States nor citizens of China shall be made 
citizens of the other country? Is not that the 
whole effect of it? Would it be any repeal of 

| the treaty, or have anything todo with the 
treaty, if we were to provide that Chinese 

| might be naturalized in this country? As I 

understand the treaty, it merely provides that 

by virtue of that treaty nobody shall be natu- 
ralized. 

| Mr. COLE. Very well; it is provided in 

this treaty that natives of China cannot claim 

the right to become naturalized in this country. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ohno. It merely pro- 
vides that that treaty shall not do it; but it 
does not provide that we shall not do it. 

Mr. MORTON. It provides simply that the 
treaty shall not overrule the naturalization law. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is all. 3 provides 
that the treaty shall not make a naturalization 
law, but it has nothing to do with the act of 
Congress. 

Mr. COLE. But it is very clear that the 
adoption of this bill as presented will open 
the door wide for the naturalization of Chi- 
nese. This provision of the treaty was directly 
intended asa declaration of policy on the part 
of the United States toward that class of per- 
sons who are found inthis country. It goesto 
that extent at least. If this amendment is 
adopted, that policy will be to that extent 
overthrown. 

Now, sir, I am of opinion that up to this 
time the door for the naturalization of persons 
born in other countries has been sufficiently 
open; that we have endangered our institu- 
tions to some extent by opening the door too 
widely for the naturalization of persons born 
in other countries into citizenship under the 
United States. Iam satisfied that if this is 
adopted it will result in very great dissatisfac- 
tion in portions of the United States. ‘They 
who are best acquainted with the character 
| and progress of the Chinese population know 





| 
| 
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ll well their want of capacity for citizenship ; 
snd 1 hope that this section will not be adopted. 
j was in hopes when the appeal was made 


10 the mover of it that he would consent to | 
withdraw this part of his amendment, leaving | 


the bill to cover what it was the original inten- 


tion should be covered by its provisions, and | 
got, under a cover of language which might | 


not be construed to comprehend so much as 
i really does, to give the bill wider scope 
than was intended by those who were favor- 
ing it. I hope, Mr. President, this part of the 
pill will be stricken out. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I have 
listened to what Senators have said with great 
respect, and with a sincere desire to harmonize 
with them. 1am anxious for the substance 
of this great measure. 1 think it incomplete 
without the section which it is now proposed 
to strike out; but I find that there is among 
the friends of the measure very serious objec- 
tion to that section. ‘They feel that it does 


open @ question which, in their judgment, | 


is somewhat inconsistent with the main object | 


of the bill, or at least outside of the main object 
of the bill. 


of the bill to strike that section out. Senatnrs 


I have been appealed to by friends | 


know with what reluctance I should consent to | 


strike it out, but 1 cannot resist the appeal that 
has been made to me. I have been so thor- 
oughly anxious for the bill in its substantial 
features that I am willing to make any reason- 
able sacrifice. 
and I do give up much, when I consent to allow 
that section, whose object is to bring the legis- 


I am willing to give up much, | 


lation of the land in harmony with the Consti- | 


tution and the Declaration of Independence, | 
But I cannot resist the ap- | 


to be struck out. 
peal, and I accept the proposition of the Sena- 
tor from Ohio, and consent to the striking out 
of that section. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
object to that. 
proposition, 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts has a right to modify his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
] suppose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, 
The motion is to strike out. 

Mr. HARLAN. I move to amend 


I feel it to be my duty to 


I desire to have a vote on that | 


I have a right to renew it, | 


Certainly. | 


amendment by inserting the words just stricken | 


out. 
Mr. POMEROY. I am not so very anxious 
to have this section in this amendment if by 
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birth? You and I were born here; but we could 
not help it; it is no virtue and no crime in us. 
We had not any control over the question 
where we should be born, nor have our friends 
on the other side of the globe. They see us 
making a grand experiment here for free gov- 
ernment, and they long to be with us, and now 
why do we want to shut the doors against 
them? If this word ‘‘white’’ is in the natu- 
ralization laws and does prevent the nat- 
uralization of men of some color or other, then 


grace to us to have it in. But if this bill 


| cannot pass with this particular feature in it, 





the | 


having it there we are unable to pass the | 


amendment. 
any of us should think that we have already 
opened our doors too wide to foreigners. 
seems strange to me that any one can think 
that a man born in this country is any better 
than if he was born somewhere else. 
that a man is an American if he has an Amer- 


I think it strange, however, that | 


It | 


I hold | 


ican heart in him, I do not care where he was | 


born. 
because of the accident of his birth, seems to 
me to be not only anti-American but both 
foolish and wicked. 
ism that embraces all true men all over the 
world who want to come here and identify 
themselves with us in developing on this con- 
tinent a great system of free government for 
man; but my friend from California wants to 
have them kept out if they were not born here. 
A man born in China may be as true an Amer- 
ican as though he was born here. The Amer- 
icanism that I like is not contracted either 


by color or by lines of latitude or longitude. | 
lf he is a man with the capacity of a man, | 


longing to identify himself with the people on 
this western continent who are exhibiting 
before the world a system of free government, 
he is my brother; he is the man we want, and 
Ido not take it that people will come here 
for any other motive; and why not open our 
arms wide for men who bave American senti- 
ments in them, no matter in what country or 
clime they may have received the accident of 


Iam for that American- | 


For us to shut our doors against a man | 


| relates to foreigners and to them only. 





| | have no objection to the Senator from Mas- 


sachusetts amending his amendment. 
"Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. President, 
this—— 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The Chair will 


| state that the Senator from Iowa [Mr. Har- 


LAN] objected to the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts accepting the proposed amendment 
offered by the Senator from Ohio. ‘The yeas 
and nays having been ordered upon thisamend- 
ment, under the tenth rule the Senator from 
Massachusetts cannot accept the modification 
except by unanimous consent. 

Mr. SUMNER. I understood the yeas and 
nays had not been ordered. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The yeas and 
nays have been ordered on the amendment of 
the Senator from Massachusetts. That pre- 
cludes any modification of it except by the 
consent of the Senate, and therefore the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Q@hio must be 
regarded as pending. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
otherwise. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Secretary 
states that the yeas and nays were ordered on 
the amendment in fall. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I was going to 
say in reply to the remarks of the Senator 
from Kansas that this is no occasion to dis- 
cuss the great question of naturalization. As 


I had supposed it was 


I look at the matter, naturalization is the ouly | 


subject which cannot in some indirect way be 
made germane to this bill. Naturalization 
This 
is a bill to fix the rights of citizens, and it is 
not necessary to put out so many points of 
objection to a bill that you want to pass as to 
be sure to defeat it; and therefore in voting 
to strike out this provision or in the Senator 
from Massachusetts accepting the modification 
to strike it out, 1 do not understand any one as 
at all compromising his views on that subject, 
but simply as expressing a desire not unne- 
cessarily to burden a measure which it is pro- 
posed to pass. 

Mr. POMEROY. I agree with the Senator 
from New Jersey that I was not discussing the 
naturalization laws; | was trying to reply ina 
very feeble way to the remarks made by the 
Senator from California. He thought we had 
opened the door too wide. I thought we ought 
to let in everybody that choosestocome. That 
is what I was trying to say. I was not going 
to discuss the naturalization laws. 

Mr. CORBETT. Mr. President, the Sen- 
ator from Kansas says he is in favor of every 
man who has an American heart and desires 


to become an American citizen, coming to | 


this country. I agree with him that we ought 
to receive every man who we are satisfied has 
an American heart,and whom it is safe, in ac- 
cord with our institations, for us to adopt into 
the American family; aud if he belongs to an 
element to which we can extend these facili- 
ties without endangering our own institutions, 
I am in favor of such a policy, and I will join 
with him on all proper occasions to extend 
these rights to such men. This amendment, 
however, may embrace an element with which 
we are not thoroughly acquainted, and may 
extend rights and privileges that some of the 
States who are more thoroughly acquainted 
with such an element may not think safe. 
For that reason I believe the time has not yet 
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a eaten 





come to attempt quite so great a leap until 
we shall have ascertained more thoroughly the 


| nature of the element that is presenting itself 
| to this country at this time upon the other 


shore. I think it is nothing more than pru- 
dence, it is nothing more than right, that we 
should watch this elemen: and properly guard 
our institutions. On the Asiatic continent 
there is a country differing greatly in all its 


| institutions from ours, containing four hundred 


rth | and fifty million people; and they are likely 
I want it out; it ought to be out; it is a dis- || 


to immigrate to our shores in great numbers. 
It is our duty to watch this, and to see to it that 


| no element creeps into our country that may 


be detrimental to us and to our institutions. 

All the European populations that come to 
this country are identified in sentiment, in 
_ feeling, and in ideas with our institutions, 
| and, as the Senator from Kansas terms it, are 
Americanized in heart; and for that reason I 
am in favor of extending naturalization facili- 
ties to those people. 

There is on this continent a large element, 
native-born, of African descent. We have ex- 
tended to that race the naturalization laws. 
The people of that race have so large an 
interest in our country, being here in such large 
numbers, that it was thought best to extend 
the naturalization laws to others of that race, 
so that they might assimilate when they came 
here with their fellows in our country. 

It seemed proper to take care of that race, 
to protect them from being reénslaved. I 
have no hesitation in saying that the people 
of the United States would never have con- 
seuted to the extension of such great privileges 
as we have conferred on that class of persons 
without some preparation on their part for 
them, if it had not been for the fact that it 
seemed to be necessary to protect that people 
from being reénslaved. We must all acknowl- 
edge that they were not quite prepared ; they 
| were not quite up to the standard of education 
that we should like, and that they were not 
prepared to govern those States in which they 
have been placed in power; but it seemed to 
us to be necessary to do it. It was a question 
of choice between two evils. The point was 
whether we should leave those people in a 
condition where they could be reénslaved, 
placed under their old masters again, or 
whether the ballot should be put in their 
| hands and they allowed to assume the posi- 
| tion and the rights of citizenship. We chose 
| to take the risk of the latter alternative, and 
the result of the experiment has proved that 
they have behaved as becomes citizens; that 
| they have been deserving of the extension of 
these privileges. 

it may be that in some of the States these 
| people have abused these privileges where 
| they have been in power, or they may have 

been imposed upon. In those States where 
| they have been accorded these high offices for 
which they were not prepared, they perhaps 
| may have abused this trust. We believe thas 
the extension of universal education to them 





will give them the knowledge of our laws and 
institutions that will enable them in an 
enlightened manner to prove that they are 
capable of exercising those privileges in such 
a manner as shall be a credit to this nation, 
and shall prove the propriety of the laws 
which extended to them these privileges. 

But on the opposite shore of our continent 
there is pouring in an element with which we 
are not so thoroughly acquainted, and which 
may come here in ‘arge numbers, and [ trust 
that we shall not encourage it too rapidly, that 
we shall not place ourselves in a position 
where we shall regret having extended to them 
laws and privileges the eflect of which we do 
not know or fully comprehend. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I hope the 
Senator from Iowa will withdraw his objection, 
| and that the proposition made by my colleague 
| to strike out this section, for the purpose of 


strengthening the amendment, will be_per- 


\| mitted. I agree with the Senator from Kan- 
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eas to welcome everybody that chooses to 
come voluntarily to the United States with an 
American heart in his bosom. I welcome 


bosom, 

Mr. POMEROY. 
ne have? 

Mr. WILSON. I would have our doors 
open to every human being on earth to come 
here and better his condition if he can. But, 
Mr. President, I remember this question was 
here once before; | remember we hada sharp 
controversy on a bill then under the care of 


thought so then; I think so now. It was 
one of the most important measures we ever 
passed, and | voted against the proposition 
then relating to this question of race, and 
received very sharp criticisms for doing so. 
Now, I propose to-day, if - can help the 
amendment, to vote to strike out this section 
if we are forced to this vote. I am for the 
essential features of the original amendment. 
i am especially for that portion of the amend- 
ment which relates to traveling and to public 
houses. I think those essential portions of 
that amendment are extremely important, and 
are worth all the struggle that has been made 
to incorporate them into the law of the coun- 
try. There are evidences about us every day 
that justily this action. Jam always in favor 
of accomplishing to-day the work of to-day, 
and getting all we can to-day that is right, and 
if we do not get all the right now, there are 
days before us for us or somebody else to work 
for the right. All the reformatory measures 





that have been carried during the last ten || 


years have been carried in detail, a little to- 
day and a little to-morrow. 

The first proposition we carried was brought 
in from the Judiciary Committee by the Sen- 
ator from Illinois, [Mr. TRumBULL,] to make 
free the slaves of rebels that were put into 


1) 
| lican institutions, and that spirit of Chris- 
| tianity which recognizes the fatherhood of 
God and the brotherhood of humanity, and I 
| have no fear for the future of the Republic. 


every one who has a human heart in his 


j 
| 


| 


their armies, and there was great hesitation | 


about that simple proposition. So we went 


on, from one thing to another, until we have | 


made a race formerly slaves citizens on equal 
rights with ourselves, and there is very little 
lett to do, and most of that little is in this 
amendment proposed by my colleague. 
lieve it is necessary to pass its essential pro- 
visions, and if Senators who are in favor of 


for this measure if this section is retained that 
my colleague has proposed to leave out for 


Our doors are open on the Atlantic and on || on this floor and elsewhere, and I do not think || 


the Pacific, on the Mexican border, and on the 
lines of Canada, to those abroad who choose 
to come among us, and | am in favor of wel- | 
coming everybody who individually chooses 
to come and behave himself among us. I 
would give them all the rights we give any- 
body else, protect them in all respects, give 
them the same protection we would give oru 
own families. 1 am equally opposed to a sys- 
tem that shall send the thieves of any part of | 
the world to this country to get rid of them. | 
| do not believe that any foreign Governments 
ought to do that, and I[ think we have the | 
right to protect ourselves against it. Ido not 
believe in that policy which would gather up | 
capital in this country and send it out on a 
tour through the world to secure cheap labor | 
to bring into this country to antagonize against 
the toiling men of our own Jand. ‘That is too 
much like the old slave trade, and the mod- 
ern coolie trade, But to any man, African, 
Asiatic, European, who chooses himself to | 
turn bis facetoward our country, to come here 
to live among us, to share our fortunes, to do 
his part in lite, 1 would treat bim like a man, | 
and an American citizen, and protect him in all 
his rights, and I have no fear of these men from | 


| 
| 


the Senator from New York, (Mr. Conk11ne. } || 
I thought bis bill one of the most important | 
that I had ever been called to vote upon. I | 


| 


What other kind could || 


I be- || 


| 
j 
| 
| 


those provisions feel doubt and cannot vote | 


| 
| 
| 


| 





any quarter of the globe. We have difliculties. 
We have to take our chances in these matters; 
but I believe in the vital force of our repub- 





Mr. SAWYER. Mr. President, 1 did not 
intend to intrude upon the Senate again on 
this subject; but as the time draws near for a 
vote on the amendment of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner,} I wish to say 
a word or two. 

It seems to have become the fashion with 
the Senator from Massachusetts to talk of 
opposition to any bill which is offered by him 
on this great subject of human rights as com- 
ing from the spirit of slavery, which dies hard 


/in the country, and especially hard in this 
| Chamber. 
| any one thing which seems to have stood out 


Now, Mr. President, if there fs 


prominently in this debate, it is the purpose 


| of the Senator from Massachusetts to place 


everybody else in the Senate in the wrong if 


| they do not accept his methods as the best 
| methods. 


It seems to have been his purpose 
to say to every Senator who does not coin- 


cide with him exactly in his action upon this 


amnesty measure and upon the civil rights 
measure, that he is an advocate of injustice 


| toward a large portion of our fellow-citizens. 


Time and time again since this debate com- 
menced has that sort of spirit manifested 


| itself in the speeches of the Senator from 


Massachusetts. Tor one, I am tired of it. I 
am satisfied to go before the country with my 


| action upon this measure and upon every 
other measure; and I hold that that Senator 


has no right to characterize the action of 


| those who do not see fit to vote with him as 


to the mode of parliamentary action on this 
measure, or any other, as being hostile to 


|| the rights of man, or as being ministers of 
that spirit of slavery which dies so hard, as | 


he says, in this Chamber. 

I announced in the beginning of this debate 
that | should vote against the amendment of 
the Senator from Massachusetts. I as dis- 
tinctly at that time announced that I was in 
favor of his bill; that 1 would vote for a bill 
having substantially the same principles un- 
derlying it, when it was presented as an inde- 
pendent measure; and yet, throughout the 





whole course of the debate, he has left no occa- 
sion unimproved on which he could intimate 
that those who are voting as I propose to vote 
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| ator. 


| mony from his own State, have I had the 
| ator in my mind except with friendship anq 


_I have had a good master here. 





| 


on this measure were opposed to granting | 


equal rights to the colored race. Now, sir, | 
think it unworthy that distinguished Senator 


to take this course. I think the cause of equal | 
the strengthening of the whole, why not do it? || rights demands the exertions of all its friends 


he does his country or his cause justice, or 
does his country or his cause good, when he 
ostracizes those who choose different methods 
to arrive at the same result which he has in 
view. 


I have a large constituency whose rights | 
are to be affected by the passage of some bill | 


like that which the Senator desires to append 
to this bill as an amendment. I desire to 
see their rights secured. I desire to 
those men stand up as men in the full dignity 
of the manhood with which they have been 


endowed by their Creator, and of the rights | 


which have been secured to them in a large | 


degree by the legislation of the country, and | | 


do not desire that that Senator or any other 
Senator should rise here in his place and say 
that [am false to the trust which they have 


| 


| 


| for it first. 
| first, but the bill in band was the amnesty bill. 
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people. Ihave made no allusion to the Sen- 
He certainly magnifies himself. 


, Ihave 
made no allusion to him whatever, nor ; 


in the 


| course of this debate, since I read the testi- 


Sen- 


respect—never at all. The Senator makes 4 
great mistake. ' 
Mr. SAWYER. I did not mean to intimate 
that the Senator pointed at me distinctly, 
Mr. SUMNER.  Distinetly I have never 
had the Senator in my mind at all. 

Mr. SAWYER. It is quite possible, | 
could hardly expect to rise to the dignity of 
being in that Senator’s mind. I ask the Sep. 
ator’s pardon. Ji I magnify myself, certainly 
If I did [ 
have had good examples before me. I do not 
desire to magnify myself. Counting myself 
the humblest member on this floor, I yet hold 
that [ have the right to act in a matter of par. 
liamentary tactics here according to the dic. 
tates of my Gwn judgment. 1| hold that |, like 
every Senator who sits here, have the right to 
judge for myself whether | will subject a meas. 
ure whose passage | desire to the hazard of 
requiring a two-thirds vote when I kuow it can 
be passed by a majority vote only, without 
having my motives impugned, or being sup- 
posed to be an enemy of justice and of the 
rights of a large portion of our fellow-citizeus; 
and yet [ say the current of the Senator's 
remarks upon this question, from beginning 
to end, does tend to place those who vote as | 
do on this matter in the ranks of the enemies 
of the civil rights bill. 

I am not the only Senator who has felt that 
that was his position. We do not desire to 
vote against the bill of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. We desire, on the other hand. to 
see that bill passed. Had that bill come before 
the Senate first, | would have cheerfully voted 
It was not in the order of business 


It had been here for a long time; the country 
had been pressing it upon the attention of 
Congress. The country may be said to have 


| demanded the passage of an amnesty biil. 


The Senator thinks the country may be said to 
demand the passage of his bill. 1 admit such 
a demand; but it was not the bill in hand. 
The bill in hand was the amnesty bill, a bill 
which the country demanded, and which the 
necessities of the country required, which peace 
throughout the country required, a bill which 
should have been passed long ago; and the 
enemies of the amnesty bill, those who have 
trom first to last been its enemies, come here 
and demand to attach amendment after amend- 
ment to it, for what? Under—lI will not say 
the pretext, 1 will not say the pretence, but 
with the avowed purpose of strengthening it, 
when there is no Senator who, if he reflects a 
moment, cannot see that it is weakened by 
this amendment, while the bill offered as an 
amendment is weakened also by the union. 


Mr. CARPENTER. WilltheSenator allow 


| me to ask him a question? 
see || 


Mr. SAWYER. Certainly. 

Mr. CARPENTER. It seems to me, after 
the vote just taken in the Senate, the Senator 
is not justified in making that. remark. I am 
very clear that the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Massachusetts is to strengthen 
this amnesty bill. Every Democrat has voted 
with him, showing his preference for that over 
an amendment which contained only a part of 


imposed on me; and yet that is the practical || it. Theyareforitevidently. It will strengthen 
inference to be drawn from his language dur- |! this bill. 


ing this debate. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
a word, 
ator. 

Mr. SAWYER. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts has alluded to all those who voted 
against his amendment as an attachment to 
this bill. 

Mr. SUMNER. 


The Senator will allow me 
I have made no allusion to the Sen- 


i 
| 
| 


Mr. SAWYER. The Senator is more in- 


| genious than sagacious, I think. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. No, I think he is right 


| on both sides. 


Mr. SAWYER. 
and sagacious too. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SAWYER. He is more ingenious than 


You think he is ingenious 


I have alluded to those || iogenuous. [Laughter.] I did not suppose any- 


who opposed giving civil rights to the colored || body would seriously entertain the idea. Idid 
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| 
not suppose anybody would seriously assert that || with soft voice he says, ‘‘ Whenever I can get 
the amnesty bill was strengthened by the civil || a chance to vote for the equal rights of the 
rights bill, or the civil rights bill strengthened || colored race on another bill at some other 
hy the amnesty bill. We believe the amnesty | moment that may never come then expect my 


pill has two thirds of the votes of the Senate || vote.’’ Let the colored fellow-citizens of | 


iy its favor. We believe, nay, I think we know, || South Carolina take notice. Amnesty with 


that the bill of the Senator from Massuchusetts || the Senator is first and foremost. For thathe | 


has a majority of the votes of the Senate in its | contends in season and out of season, and his 
favor. Yet the Senator would coupletogether || opposition is especially aroused at an effort to 


these bills, which are perfectly safe by them- || unite the equal rights of his constituents with | 


selves, in order to break down one or the other. || the amnesty for which he isso zealous. Why? 
Now, had the measure of the Senator from || Because it will endanger that amnesty which 


Massachusetts come from a friend of amnesty, | is the very apple of his eye. Let the colored | 





the supposition would be that it was to lift the || people of South Carolina take notice that their 
amnesty bill into favor; but it comes from one || Senator instead of standing by those equal 
who has always voted against amnesty meas- || rights in which they have a paramount interest 
ures. All the warm advocates of the attach- || pleadsalways with plaintive appeal for amnesty. 
ment of the Senator’s amendment to this bill || He is for generosity before justice. He would 
are those who have been persistent opponents || remove the disabilities of rebels who have 
of any measure of general amnesty, and yet | warred upon the Republic, before removing 
we are stigmatized as hostile to the Senator’s || the disabilities of fellow-citizens counted by 
bill because, forsooth, we do not choose to | the million who never did us anything but 
have this unnatural and unnecessary and unwise || good. 

alliance. | 

No, Mr. President, Ido not propose to be | the measure of civil rights is endangered by 
put in that position. [ am as earnestly in || association with amnesty. Does the Senator 
favor of securing all the rights which belong || think that his colored constituents will believe 
to the white citizens, to the colored citizens || this? ‘They may believe that he thinks so, but 
also, as the Senater from Massachusetts. In || they cannot believe that their rights have suf- 
order to obtain that object I wish to run no || fered by any such effort. The case is plain, 


unnecessary risk, and therefore I shall feel || very plain. A majority of the Senate can place 


constrained to vote against the proposition to || my amendment upon the bill which is so for- 


place the bill for the purpose where it fails if | tunate as to have the earnest support of the 
it has not many more votes than are required | Senator. A majority of the House can do the 
| same thing. What is to hinder it from becom- 


to pass it alone. 
Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, | know not || ing a law? 


why the Senator from South Carolina should || Mr. SAWYER. Does the Senator mean 
rush forward to make a personal issue with || that it can become a law without a two-thirds 


me. My relations with him have always been || vote? 
kindly. I have made no allusion to him in 


And, sir, what is his excuse? He says that 


_  Mr.SUMNER. I mean what I say, namely, 
this debate except in kindness, and ‘never || that a majority of the Senate can ingraft my 


equal rights, always in the name of amnesty, 
he comes forward to make a personal issue 
with me. You cannot forget what he said or 
his manner in saying it. I cannot compre- 
hend the influence under which he is acting. 
1 cannot imegine what he seeks to accom- 
plish. Is he striving to prop himself in popu- 
| larity at home among the people he repre- 
sents? | simply know what he does. His 
way is strange. You have listened to his 
| speeches, so eloquent, so earnest, so affecting. 
for the removal of rebe! disabilities; so soft, 
gentle, and accommodating when he alludes 
to the larger disabilities of the colored race. 
I desire from that Senator, who represents a 
colored population, one good, earnest, gen- 


|| erous word for that race. ‘hat is what I 


|| desire. is not this reasonable? Instead, he 

| turns round upon me, who plead for them, and 

|| administers rebuke, as you have heard him 

'| to-day. ‘True, most true, | do think more of 

| equal rights than of amnesty. The measure 
ot equal rights is of priceless value, especially 
as compared with the other. Language fails 
to depict its vastness. Do you wish recon- 
ciliation? By equal rights you may obtain it. 
Do you desire the establishment of justice 
throughout this land? Only through equal 
rights can this be accomplished. How peity 
and mean is the other by the side of this 
infinite good. 

Wky will not the Senator help? Why wiil 
he fall back upon what he calls ‘‘ methods,”’ 
and say thathe differsfrom me? Iam pained. 
Gladly would I follow that Senator if be would 
lead in behalf of the people he represents. 
Because the Senator from South Carolina will 
not lead in this holy cause, so interesting to his 

| own people, { am obliged to enter upon this 
service. Gladly would I resign it into his 
hands. Let him take it. But he must begin 


since I felt it my duty to read the testimony || amendment on the pending bill, and that a}, by placing the colored race before rebels, and 


from his own State, of colored fellow-citizens || majority of the House can do the same thing. 


complaining of his course on this bill—never | | speak now of the amendment. 


in the debates since that day, now somewhat || Mr. SAWYER. Does the Senator mean 


distant, have I made allusion to him; nor have || to imply-—— 
{bad him in my mind. This I say in no dis- 
respect. And why seeks he now to liberate his 


lam laboring to serve them? Isthat his object? || amended ? 

lhe Senator is careful to remind you, not | 
now for the first time, that he differs from me | 
in method. I am sorry. I wish he would || ingenuous. 
criticise me less. I wish I could look for his || 


I follow such lights as I am able to command, |} bill can pass the Senate only by a two-thirds 
among them that of experience, which a great || vote; but does he not know also that it will 
orator once said was the lamp by which he || be helped in this Chamber by an amendment 


was guided. Il have tried to follow this lamp. || securing equal rights? 
By its light 1 have walked. But the Senator | Sf 
follows a different lamp, leading away from || vote for it. 


the highway of equal rights into a straggling || Mr. SUMNER. The Senator ought to know 


Mr. SUMNER. Noimplying; lam saying. 
Mr. SAWYER, Does the Senator mean to 
soul against me? is it to gratify the colored | say that if that amendment were put on by a 
people of South Carolina? Does he think to || majority vote, thereafter only a majority vote | 
win favor among them by striking at me while | would be required to pass the measure thus | 


Mr. SUMNER. No; I say no such thing. 
Mr. SAWYER. ‘Then the Senator is dis-"|! and with better humanity. Then will there be 


Mr. SUMNER. I beg the Senator’s par- | 


support. I wish he would think of me less | don; I say no such thing. I speak only of 
unkindly. In‘\h2 method which he criticises || the amendment. The Senator knows that the 


Mr. SAWYER. If I did I certainly would 


justice to them before generosity to anybody. 

Let him recognize this duty and become its 

representative. Sir, 1 wait for the generous 
| word. Let the Senator speak it; let his col- 
|| ored fellow-citizens at last be heard through 
him. Let it go to them that after much delay 
South Carolina may glory in a voice awakening 
echoes in this Chamber worthy of a regener- 
ated Republic. But this cannot be by speak- 
ing in season and out of season for a boon to 
rebels. The speech must be in another mood, 


justice on earth, and South Carolina will be 
proud of a Senator speaking for a race that has 
suffered so much from the State he represents, 
Sir, | hope the Senator will speak. 

Mr. SAWYER. Mr. President, if I needed 
any proof as to the assertion which | made a 
few moments ago that it was the purpose of 
the Senator from Massachusetts to place those 
who differ with him about the method of 
action on this question in @ false position, the 
speech which he has just uttered is a fall and 


by-path. He seeks amnesty, and magnnfies it || this, and he ought to vote for the amendment | complete one. He calls the people of South 
at the expense of the colored fellow-citizens | atall hazards. At any rate he ought not tobe | Carolina to witness that one of their repre- 


abounding in the State he represents. 


to interrupt him? 


| amnesty. 
Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 


so free against those who differ from him in | 
Mr. SAWYER. Will the Senator allow me || thinking more of equal rights and less of 


For one, I shall vote against any removal 
Mr. SAWYER. The remark the Senator || of rebel disabilities uuless accompanied by the 
has just made is precisely one of those which || removal of these iarger disabilities affecting 


sentatives on this floor is false to his trust. I 
use no euphemism; I speak plainly. ‘The 
Senator stands here in his place and with his 
voice gives utterance to the assertion that a 
representative from the State of South Caro- 
lina here is false to his trust with regard to a 


I think I have a right to complain of, and || colored citizens; and 1am not alone. Other | majority of his constituents. 


every other Senator who has taken the same || Senators agree with me. Votes therefore will 
position with myself; and that is, that I mag- || be secured for that amnesty so dear to the 
nify amnesty at the expense of equal rights. || Senator by making it also a measure of jus- 


He speaks about my course being induced 
by a desire to prop my popularity in my own 
State. Sir, | do not desire to prop up my 


How do I magnify amnesty at the expense of || tice to the colored race. The Senator does | popularity with anybody. [ stand here as a 
equal rights, when I am as willing to vote for || not see itso. ‘Taking counsel of his anxieties Senator of the United States todo my duty in 


equal rights as the Senator from Massachu- | for amnesty he surrenders the colored race 
setts ? The Senator shakes his head. I wish to hear 


my place as honestly and as wellasl can. | 
do not make a speech upon civil rights and 


Mr. SUMNER. ‘‘By their works shall ye || irom that Senator one speech for equai rights | the rights of all men before the law on a ques- 
know them.’’ ‘The Senator speaks for am- || having one tithe of the earnestness that he || tion to which it is not germane. I do not 





nesty, and votes, whenever he can get a || puts into his speeches for the removal of rebel 
| disabilities. ‘hat is ail; one single speech. 


chance, against equal rights. That is the 


bring in a speech upon human rights on every 
bill that is reported from every committee ot 


position of the Senator, openly taken and || ‘By their fruits shall ye know them.’’ So| the Senate. 1 do not think it necessary to 
maintained in the Senate. He, sir, repre: | does the Senator make himself known in this | move an amendment in behalf of buman 


senting a large colored population, is earn- |} Chamber. 
est, eloquent, loud for amnesty, and then | 


|| rights upon every measure of whatsoever char- 


Not content with constant warfare against || acter that may be presented here. ‘That is not 
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my way of doing business. I believe the 
proper way to do things is to do them one ata 
time, unless the work on one can be made to 
help, not hinder, the work on the other, 

I repeat, if the Senator’s bill had been the 
business in hand, if the Senator’s bill had been 
before the Senate on the report of a commit- 
tee of the Senate and ready for the action of 
the Senate, | would have gladly stood by his 
side in voting for it. He knows it as well as 
ido. He may say that the attachment of his 
bill to the amnesty bill will secure votes to 
the amnesty measure, that there are Senators 
on this floor who will vote for the bill thus 
amended who would not vote for it without 
such amendment; but he knows, he must 
know, | think it almost an insult to his intel- 
ligence to doubt that he knows, that it will 
lose two votes by that attachment where it will 
gain one. 

Mr. SUMNER. I do not know it. 

Mr. SAWYER. If the Senator does not, 
it is because his sight is dimmed by the obscu- 
ity of the glass behind which he persistently 
takes his stand, and through which he chooses 
to look. 

I think the Senator must know what the 
fate of this bill when so amended will be in 
the House of Representatives. I believe there 


is nota Senator who imagines that the bill | 


thus amended can receive a two-thirds vote in 
that House. 


i am persistent for amnesty because I believe | 


it is required for the pacification of this coun- 


ter confine himself to what I say in debate, | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


a nr 





February 7, 


Mr. SUMNER. I listened to every wor, 


| without attributing to me something of which || of the Senator. 


he has no evidence? 


Mr. SAWYER. I will certainly take the 


Mr. SUMNER. 
rights bill cannot pass if its professed friends | 


speak and vote as the Senator from South Car- | 


try, but not, as I have had occasion to say | 


before, because I wish to be ‘‘ generous’’ to 


rebels, or even ‘‘ conciliatory’’ to rebels. I 
refuse to employ the term ‘‘ generous”’ in this 
connection. I refuse to talk about conciliating 
rebels by amnesty. I never placed my advo- 
cacy of amnesty upon any such ground, but 
have always placed it upon the ground of 
public policy. I do not conceive that the 
rebels have done anything which makes them 
‘‘ deserve’ amnesty. Ido not wish to give 
it to to them beeause they deserve, but simply 


| 


because it is one of the best modes of pacifi- || 


cating this country. The Senator knows that 
| have never taken any other view. 

He says I have been in season and out of 
season for amnesty. That istrue. And then 
he implies, almost asserts—I believe does 
assert—that my voice has been feeble at all 
timesfor humanrights. Mr. President, 1 have 
not that gift of speech which characterizes that 
Senator. I have not made it my life’s duty to 
stand before senates and parliaments and to 
become agreat and eloquent orator; but when- 
ever | have had an opportunity to say a word 
for the equality of all men before the law, I 
have said it with all the force of which I was 
possessed; I have said it with all the sincerity 
which characterizes the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts. Whenever | bave been called upon 
or bad an opportunity to cast a vote in behalf 
of human rights, in behalf of the equality of 
all men before the law, I have cast it consist- 
eutly, regularly, never flinching on these great 
questions. 
other time to say, | have cast votes in that 


| 
} 
| 


} 
| 





| 


| 


| 
i 
| | 
| 
| 





Nay, sir, as | had occasion at an- | 


interest when that Senator has failed to do so | 


from mortification or dissatisfaction that his | 
methods had not been adopted; and yet the | 
country has given the verdict that the Senate | 


was right. 


Mr. President, this measure of amnesty, I | 
Let us do it. | 
The measure of civil rights is a measure which | 
has my earnest, warm, and hearty support. 1 | 
believe I know it cannot pass attached to this | 


repeat, is the business in hand. 


measure, I believe that three fourths of the 


Senate know it cannot pass if attached to this | 
1 think the Senator from Massa- | 
chusetts has said, not in his place in the Sen- | 
ate, but elsewhere, that if this amendment | 


measure. 


were attached it would defeat amnesty. I 
have been grossly misinformed unless that is 
the faot. 


Mr. SUMNER. Had not the Senator bet- 





| them. 


olina. There lam discouraged ; but let the | 
Senator from South Carolina lead off now with | 
a generous word—he has the floor—for the | 


rights of his constituents, and I will be bound |) 
that it can become a law very soon. | 
The Senator knows that || 


Mr. SAWYER. 
it is utterly impossible, with my views, to do | 
that on this bill. 


that I feel as keenly and as sincerely for the | 
interests of my constituents ashe can. Iknow 


the evils to be cured better than he does, be- 


cause I live among the people who suffer from || 
I want a practical remedy, and I want | 


to bring it about at the earliest possible mo- 
ment when it is practicable to accomplish it. 

But, sir, it is useless for me to stand here 
and speak further on this subject. The Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts has chosen to con- 
sider the remarks which I made a personal 
attack upon him. They were intended in no 
such sense. They were intended as a com- 
ment upon the tone which he has seen fit to 
use in this debate, in which he has thrown, as 
I conceive, altogether unmerited blame upon 
those who choose to vote against the adoption 
of his amendment. 1 still think so. Nothing 
that the Senator has said has changed my 
opinion in that regard. On the other hand, 
the remark which he has made to-day more 
than convinces me that this tone has been per- 
sistently and intentionally assumed. It is to 
break down all opposition on the part of other 
Senators to the particular method of doing the 
business which he desires to accomplish rather 
than to aid in passing this bill. 

Under these circumstances, Mr. President, 
I cannot vote for this amendment. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, you have 
heard the Senator’s last apology for not sus- 
taining the rights of his constituents. He 
cannot do it. Amnesty was the business, he 
said; but is there not other business? Are 


‘not equal rights before the Senate also? ‘The 


Senator shows precisely which of the two he 
prefers. He speaks zealously for the one and 
discountenances the other. He tells us that 
equal rights cannot be carried on the pending 
bill. I reply, it cannot be carried if its friends 
speak and act as the Senator. Let him seta 
different example and all will be safe. Ifthe 
measure for equal rights fails it will be because 


South Carolina. That will account for the loss. 
Only in that way can this great measure be 
lost. If unhappily lost, the Senator from 
South Carolina must be prepared to take his 
full share of the responsibility. 

The Senator misses no occasion to exalt 
amnesty, pleading for it at the expense of 
equal rights. Let him for one moment appeal 
for equal rights, even at the expense of am- 
nesty. Sir, I am for equal rights first; the 
Senator is for equal rights second, and in some 
strange, undeveloped way, by some method 
joe he knows the secret of, but which others 

o not. 

Mr. SAWYER. Pardon me; I am for the 
Senator's bill ; that is the method I point out. 

Mr. SUMNER. I never before 
Senator was in favor of my bill. 

Mr. SAWYER. Will the Senator allow me 
one moment? 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 

Mr. SAWYER. I should like to inform the 
Senator that if he had done me the honor to 


eard the 


listen to me on a former occasion—he has 


been good enough to inform me to-day that I 
was never in his mind—— 


| secure his attention to some remarks | had 
Senator’s disclaimer. 


I am sure that the civil || 


| 
He talks about generous | 
words for my constituents, TheSenator knows || 


professed friends act as the Senator m 





i 
1 


| 





Mr. SAWYER. I regret that I did no 


the honor to submit to the Senate in which | 
stated distinctly that I was for the Senator’, 
bill. | 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator used somo 
generality in that connection which I wil] not 
undertake to quote, and if he refers to the 
printed speech he will find it so. Ido not 
wish to criticise the Senator, but I invite hin, 
to refer to his speech in the Globe, and I think 
he will find that I have not dore him injustice, 


| I did listen to that speech, every word of jt, 


and I regretted it; and I think the Senator 
will regret it. I do not complain of his injus. 
tice to me; but I remind him of it. I hag 


| said nothing of him beyond what was rigidly 
| the wrongs which some of my constituents have || 
| been subjected to better than he does. Iknow | 


necessary in introducing the evidence com. 
municated to me from his State, and I said jt 
with infinite reluctance. I gave him notice in 
advance, and told him I should add no word 
beyond what was necessary in stating the case, 
But the Senator sometime afterward came here 


|| with a written harangue which seemed to be 


composed largely with the idea of assailing 

me. It was an assault on me, for what he 

called my ‘*methods,’’ and he put forward 

the paradox that I was endangering the equal 
rights of the colored race. Did he expect to 
make his constituents believe that? I know 
not why he should introduce it into his 
speech except on such expectation; but the 
Senator does injustice to the intelligence of 

his constituents. They will not believe what 
the Senator says when he asserts that the 
earnest effort I have been making in this Cham- 
ber has imperiled the cause of the African 
race. They are too intelligent to believe any 
such thing, even at the instigation of the Sen- 
ator. He cannot make them believe it.- How 
strange that this should be pat forth! Why, 
sir, the debate of the last few weeks has done 
more than all else to advance the cause which 
the Senator says limperil. Never before have 
I been able to secure attention to the cause in 
the form it now assumes, Thank God! It is 
at last before the Senate and the country, but 
no thanks to the Senator. 

I do not wish to protract this discussion. | 
should not have said a word except for this 
second assault the Senator has chosen to make 
upon me. We have had assault number one; 
here is assault number two. You will judge 
whether he has taken much by his effort. 
And now I| appeal! to the Senator once again 
to speak for equal rights. Let him show him- 
self one tenth as earnest for this great cause 
as for amnesty; let him give one tenth of him- 
self to equal rights instead of all to amnesty. 
That is the little I ask. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. President, I do notrise 
for the purpose of entering into a general dis- 
cussion of this question. I have paid some 
attention to the remarks of the Senator from 
South Carolina, and some attention to the criti- 
cism upon them by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts. I understand that the Senator from 
South Carolina represents a constituency where 
there is a desire on the part of many for the 

assage of the amnesty bill. I understand that 

e also represents a large constituency anx- 
ious for the passage of a civil rights bill. I 
believe the Senator from South Carolina to be 
aman of commonsense. He understands that 
his constituency who need the benefit of the 
amnesty bill must be relieved by the passage 
of that bill by two thirds of this Senate or they 
fail. He knows that that part of his constit- 
uency who are interested in the civil rights 
bill can go through the Senate with a bare 
majority of its votes. In my view, therefore, 
if he is the friend of the colored man, he must 
be anxious to save him from the necessity of 
lobbying the Senate until he has secured two 
thirds of all its votes. If the Senator from 
South Carolina desired to turn his back upon 
the interests and the rights of his colored con- 
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zituents, he could do so by saying to them, || ator from Massachusetts was allowed to accept _ bill itaelf, I desire to read the provision of the 


»Gent!emen, you shall not get through this 
Senat@ until you secure two thirds of the whole 


| the amendment suggested by the Senator from 


Senate; you might get through with a bare | 


najority, and that would be easy for you to 


| 


Ohio? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
| ator from Massachusetts did accept the amend- 


obtain; but I say that I have so little regard || ment proposed by the Senator from Ohio, but 


fr your interests that I will require you to || the yeas aud nays had been ordered upon it, | 


carry not only a majority but two tbirds.’’ 
sir, I venture the assertion in the presence 


of the Senate to-day, that the intelligent, | 
»xious colored population of South Carolina || 


| 
| 
| 
| 


will sustain that Senator in carrying them | 


through the Senate on a majority vote, and not 
compelling them to ran the risk of getting two 
thirds. It I were a constiwent of his who 
yeeded the benefit of a civil rights bill, I would 
tell him, ‘*Sir, do not dare to tie my interests 


| 
| 
| 


» with a bill that has to carry a two-thirds | 


yote;'’ and I would brand him as my enemy 
i{ he dared to do it. I believe that is a plain, 
ractical, common sense view of this question. 

But, sir, if I, as a Senator here, desired to 
defeat the cause of my colored constituents, 


and wished to do it without seeming to do it, | 


| would say to them, ‘‘ Gentlemen, | propose 
‘hat you shall earry the heavier load, and then 
vou will feel how comfortable and sweet it is 
to enjoy the privileges that you shall wring 
from two thirds, although you might have 
secured them from a majority.’’ 

Mr. President, in my humble opinion the 
Senator from South Carolina is taking the 
very course that is stamped by common sense 
and practical utility. Is there nothing to in- 
duce him to take this position? He says he 
is willing to vote for everything in the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts that 
he believes to be in accordance with the Con- 
stitation. The Senator from South Carolina 
knows very well that the original civil rights 
bill, which I now hold in my hand, is supposed 


tocover the whole wants of the colored popu- | 


lation of the country, with the advantage of 
an appeal to the courts of the United States 
to-day. The Senator from 
knows further that the 


in the original amendment what he considers 
to be dangerous if not very doubtful clauses. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 








and the Senator from Iowa objected to the 
withdrawal, and the question must now be 
taken by yeas and nays. 

Mr. NORWOOD. IL understood the objec- 
tion came from the Senator from Kansas. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. It was the 
| Senator from Iowa. The question is on the 
|; amendment to the amendment, upon which 
| the yeas and nays have been ordered. 
| Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President, it is not 
| my purpose to delay the Senate long with a 
dissertation on this subject. The honorable 
| Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wrtsoyn] 
appealed to me to withdraw my objection to 
| the proposition made by his colleague [ Mr. 
SuMNER] to accept the amendment proposed 
| by the Senator from Ohio, on the ground, as I 
| understood him, that it would tend to strength- 
' en the bill. I wish to say on that point that it 
| would not strengthen it with me, and on that 
account I interposed my objection. I now 
understand from the Senator himself, as ex- 
pressed in a quiet voice in his seat, that it 
| would not strengthen the bill with him. I 
| understood also from his colleague that he with 
| very great reluctance yielded his own judg- 
| ment, and acquiesced in that of friends who 
appealed to him to accept the amendment. 


} 


| 


sions of opinion around me in the Chamber I 
am induced to think the honorable Senator 
' from Massachusetts is laboring under a delu- 
sion, in supposing that the acceptance of 


| this amendment would strengthen the bill. 


South Carolina | 
Senator from New | 
Jersey [Mr, Fre_incuuysen] has pointed out | 


And this accords with my apprehension of 
the nature of the original bill itself. It is 
called an amnesty bill, but in point of fact 
wrongly named. It ought to be called a bill 
to enable certain classes of rebels, who are 
|| now excluded under the provisions of the Con- 
| stitution of the United States, to hold office. 
|| If L understand the subject, that is all there is 


The Senator from South Carolina understands || in the original bill—nothing else whatever but 


with what ability the Senator from Wisconsin | 


[Mr. Carpenter] pointed out what he also 
thought were unconstitutional provisions of that 
amendment, The Senator from South Carolina 
understands also how the Senator from Cali- 
fornia [ Mr. CoLr] this morning entered his pro- 


test against a part of that original amendment, | 


The Senator from South Carolina has a right, 
therefore, if he is able to comprehend anything, 
to suppose that there is more or less of danger 
lurking around the amendment of the Senator 
from Massachusetts; and therefore, having the 


interests of his colored constituents in his eye, || 
he desires to pass their bill with a bare major- | 


ity, which he believes they have to-day on the 
floor of the Senate, and then to leave the ex- 
rebel to get his two-thirds vote in the Senate 
if he can. If I were in the Senator’s place, 
therefore, I would triumphantly and boldly go 
to my constituents and say, ‘1 left you, my 
colored constituents, standing on your rights, 
to pass the Senate under a majority; I held 


the men whom you fought on the battle-field | 


to their legal and constitutional responsibili- 
ties, and left them to go through in such a way 
as they could under a two-thirds vote of the 
Senate,’’ 

This, sir, is the view I have honestly held 
on the subject, and you have it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ay- 
THONYs) The question is on the amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
yeas and nays upon it. 

‘he yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. NORWOOD. 


I should like to have the | 


I rise to ask whether the | 


to enable certain classes of rebels to hold 
| office who are now excluded by the provisions 
| of the Constitution of the United States; and 


| for the earnest and pathetic appeals we have 
heard here from day to day in favor of the 
passage of the original bill without amend- 
ment. 

What is the substance of the amendment 
proposed by the honorable Senator from Mas- 
|| sachusetts, [Mr. Sumner?] Not to defeat 
the original proposition, not to prevent a ma- 


| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{| 
1 
\\ 


should so desire, to relax the rule in relation 
| to holding office on the part of rebels now 
excluded, but to couple that measure with one 
to secure equal justice toa large number of 
citizens deprived of civil rights by the local 


laws in certain States, enacted and enforced | 


| by the men whom it is proposed to relieve from 
| their disability to hold otlices by the passage 
| of this bill. In granting a boon to criminals, 
he would do justice to innocent citizens. But 
we are admonished by the honorable Senator 
'from South Carolina that if this measure of 
| justice should be insisted on as an amend- 
| ment to this bill, it will defeat the bill. How so. 
| Is it beeause the friends of amnesty to rebels 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


of their innocent countrymen? If so, it is to 

my mind an argument against the bill. 1 doubt 

whether rebels who are still opposed to equality 

of civil rights between themselves and Union 
| men ought to be relieved from only political 
disabilities under which they labor—the right 
to hold office. 


objections of the Senator from Kansas were | That it may be clear that I do nct err on the 
Withdrawn; in other words, whether the Sen- |! main point as to the character of the original 
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| As far, therefore, as I can learn from expres: | 


| this is called amnesty, and is the foundation | 


jority of two thirds of the Senate, if they | 


are oppased to the protection of the civil rights | 
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Constitution of the United States to which I 
suppose it refers—the third section of the 
fourteenth article of the amendments: 

“No person shall be a Senator or Representative 
in Congress, or elector of President and Vice Presi- 
dent, or hold any office, civi! or military, under the 
United States, or under any State, who, having pre- 
viously taken an oath as a member of Congress, or 
as an officer of the United States, or as a member of 
any State Legislature, or as executive or judicial 
officer of any State, to support the Constitution of 
the United States, shall have engaged in insurrec- 
tion or rebellion against the same, or given aid or 
comfort to the enemiesthereof. But Congress may, 
bya vote of two thirds of each House, remove such 
disability.’ 

Is not the whole object of the bill to ‘re- 
move such disability?’’ The disability then 
to be removed is the disability to be a Senator 
or a Representative in Congress, or an elector 
for President or Vice President of the United 
States, or to hold some other office, civil or 
military. Itis not for the purpose of enabling 
them to vote. They possess that right now 
under existing laws. It is not toexempt them 
from punishment on account of the crime of 
rebellion. They are not laboring under any 
apprehension of such punishment. It is not 
for the purpose of enabling them to travel on 
the highways in public conveyances, or to 
secure accommodations in public inns, or to 
attend the public schools, or to attend places 
of publie resort, or to avail themselves of 
any of the other publie institutions of their 
own States, or of the United States. They 
are laboring under no such disabilities now. 
It is not for the purpose of enabling them to 
engage in any of the ordinary avocations of 
human life; to practice any of the learned 
professions; to engage in merchandising or 
in agricultural, mechanical, or manufacturing 
pursuits. ‘They are amply protected, it is sup- 
posed, in all these rights now. It is nothing 
else but to enable certain classes of rebels to 
hold office; and that is called amnesty, and it 
is deemed to be of such vast importance that 
it would cripple the bill if you were to couple 
with it a proposition to grant to other citizens 
of the same States the exact rights that these 
rebels are now enjoying without let or hin- 
derance. ‘They are laboring under no other 
disability whatever but the disability to hold 
certain offices—nothing else. There are mul 

tiplied thousands of their patriotic countrymen 
who have never offended against the criminal 
laws who are laboring under some of these 
civil disabilities, and if | understand the object 
of the amendment proposed by the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts, [ Mr. Sumner, } it 
is to put them on the same platform of equality 
with these rebels in the same bill in which you 


| shall restore the rebels to the right to hold cer- 


tain offices. In my apprehension this amend 
ment ought not to weaken such a proposition 
in the American Senate. 

I know that bills are sometimes defeated by 
appending incongruous measures, and this is 
sometimes urged as a reason for the rejection 
of an amendment in other respects unobjec- 
tionable. | have sometimes voted against 
propositions to amend, which my judgment 
approved, from such considerations. 

Sut a short time since in our legislative his- 
tory a bill was pending in this Chamber to 


| prevent frauds at elections in the large cities. 


This was not its title, but that was its purpose. 
The honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
proposed, as an amendment, the substance of 
this section, which he now agrees to abandon. 
I then believed its adoption would defeat the 
then pending bill. I voted against it to save 
& measure of more immediate importance. 
The amendment was rejected, and the bill 
became a law. I cannot, therefore, impugn 
the motives or the parliamentary discretion 
of any Senators who may vote against this 
feature of the pending amendment now. If 
in their opinion the retention of this clause 


of the pending amendment would defeat the 
| bill—a bill believed by them to be of more 
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importance than this part of the amendment— 
they would be justifiable in so recording their 
votes. Such a consideration may rightfully 
influence Senators to vote against a proposi- 
tion which, under other circumstances, they 
would sustain. In my opinion itought to con- 
tro! tLem if in their opinion the main purpose 
cf the bill is of more consequence than the 
proposed amendment; but in my jadgment the 
amendment is of vastly more consequence than 
the bill, and therefore I cannot conscientiously 
consent that it shall be struck out, or any vital 
portion of it abandoned. 

Now, one word on the si bject of the clause 
which the honorable Senator from Ohio pro- 
poses to strike out. Its main purpose is ad- 
mitted to be to strike the word ‘‘ white’’ from 
the naturalization laws. This, itis said, would 
admit to the rights of citizenship people of 
every race and color. But, sir, if so, such 
emigrants would still be required to reside in 
this country five years as a condition-prece- 
dent to their application for naturalization, 
and then make the necessary proof of their 
attachment to our institutions and Govern- 
ment to enable them to become citizens, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. And prove their good 
moral character. 

Mr. HARLAN. Certainly; prove five years’ 
residence ; prove their attachment to the insti- 
tutions of this country; good moral character ; 
obedience to our laws to the satisfaction of a 
court of record, before they can be admitted 
to citizenship. 

Now, I inquire of those who oppose equal- 
ity in this respect, if they expect by the defeat 
of this proposition to exclude these people of 
other races from our shores? Is that their 
purpose? 
rejection of this proposition with a law which 
will exclude emigrants of thisclass from other 
countries to ours? If this is the object, I 
can understand the pertinency of the objec- 
tion ; 
that they will come to our country, that they 
will live here, that they will engage in all the 
ordinary pursuits of life aslaborers, as miners, 
as mechanics, as merchants, as scientists, and 


| 


State from which he hailed he was unable to 
confer on her the honor of his name, and on 


| the children, who were the recognized fruits 


of that union, the usual protection of law. 
In that case, in the person of a man who held 
the second office in the gift of the American 


| a what was gained by such an inhibition? 


| races? 
| alliance to be in fact a great crime? 


Jid it prevent the amalgamation of the two 
Did the American people believe the 
If so, 


| how could they have so honored the chief 


| criminal? 


Is not such legislation a disgrace 


to the age? But, passing this illustration of 


| the futihty of such laws, let me inquire, is 


| pronounced it a crime? 


there nothing but a human criminal code that 
prevents the intermarriage of people of dif- 
ferent races? Is it only because man has 
if such laws did not 
exist, would the black and white races intui- 
tively fall into each other's arms? Is that the 


_ only thing which prevents a Senator from form- 


ing such connubial alliances? Is it only be- 


| cause it is a crime under the law of his State, 


Do they expect to supplement the | 


but | apprehend it is not. .lt is expected | 


in all other honorable and useful avocations. | 


Now, if they are to come here, if they are to 


live among us, if they are to engage in all the | 


ordinary avocations of life with us, what do we 
gain by depriving them of the right to become 
a citizen? You deprive bim of the possible 
opportunity to have a voice in the selection of 
those who shall make and enforce the laws 
under which he is to live; nothing 


more. | 


You put them and their interests at the mercy | 


of other more favored classes of men. 


As a practical proposition, we all know that | 
no class of men ever were imposed on by legis- | 


lators who had votes, who could exercise a 
voice in the selection of those who are to make 
and enforce the laws. 
this class of persons whom you expect to ad- 

mit to your shores, whom you expect to live 

among us, to engage in all the ordinary pur- 

suits of life among us, in a position where they 

cannot protect themselves and their interests, 

by aiding, in proportion to their numbers, in 

the selection of their rulers. 

But an objection to this clause of theamend- 
ment has been raised from the other side of 
the Chamber which is not new here. — It is 
feared that if this proposition to strike the | 
word ‘white’’ from our laws should prevail, 
it might effect the repeal of provisions of 
the laws of certain States which inhibit 
intermarriages between people of different 
races. Well, Mr. President, I suppose it is 
proper to discuss a question of this character 
on the floor of the American Senate or it | 
would not have been introduced. Jt has not 
been a very long period in the history of the 
American Senate when you might have seen | 
a gentleman presiding over its deliberations 
who lived openly with a member of that hated | 
race as husband and wife. 





Then you simply put | 


which if violated would send him to the peni- 
tentiary, which keeps them asunder? If that 
be so, it is clear to my mind that it does not 


| violate the laws enacted by the Maker of the 





| 


races of men thus inclined; and if such alli- 
ances are not prohibited by the laws of God, 
such human enactments will ever prove futile. 
I have always thought that there was some- 
thing more sacred in such al'iances than the 
consideration of merely human enactments. 
Those whom God joins together cannot be 


kept asunder by human laws. Hi 


have thought that such contracts have, 
and ought to have, a higher sanction, that 
ought to be recognized, and not prohibited, 
by legislation. Noone here, in my opinion, 
in his sober moments of reflection, will believe 
that such laws prevent such alliances. ‘They 


| make the father a nominal criminal, the mother 
| a legal prostitute, and the children legal bas- 


tards in thearms of their recognized parents. 


| They deprive the mothers and ‘innocent chil- 


dren of the proper protection of the laws of 
their couftry, and nothing more. And this 
proposition needs"o demonstration other than 
the every-day observation of each member of 
this body. These State laws prohibiting the 
intermarriage of the two races do not prevent 
amalgamation, but encourage prostitution and 
abandonment of offspring. ‘They are, therefore, | 
evil, and only evil. If, therefore, the enact- | 
ment now under consideration would have 
the effect to repeal such laws, it would inflict 
no injury on any human being; but it would 
give many thousands of emigrants coming to 
our shores for permanent homes, the equal 
protection of the laws, and an even chance in 
the race of human life. 

It is said that these people are inferior in | 
culture and capacity to native citizens. I can- | 
not enter that field of argument now, further 
than to observe that they are not greatly inferior 


enjoy this right of citizenship. I noticed bat 
a shorttime since, in one of our public journals, 
the statement that over seven hundred thou- 
sand of the adult white males of the population | 
of the United States were unable to read and 
write 
Mr. WILSON. Five million six hundred 
thousand. 
Mr. HARLAN. Not of the adult poputa- 
tion; but 5,600,000, including, as I infer 
from the honorable Senator's remark, females 
and minors, out of the gross population of this 
country. Under existing lawsemigrants from 
Africa may be naturalized. There are many 
intelligent men living in Africa, doubtless. 
A few of them may immigrate to our country. 
But the mass of the population of the States | 
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boast. Many of them are in their own lap. 
guage quite as cultured as we are in oy: 
They are in no proper sense our inferior; 
in learning and knowledge. In a knowledge 
of the exact sciences we surpass them; jn q 
knowledge of the arts we are no more th,» 
their equals. 

Now, Mr. President, before I close, | inquire 
for the great motive which prompts Senators 
to urge the passage of the original bill. with , 
view of comparing its importance with the im. 
portance of the amendment that the Senato, 
from Massachusetts has proposed. I haye 
listened with some attention to the speeches 
that have been made here on that subject, and 
if L understand their drift, they amount to 


| about this: that in the States recently in rebel. 


lion, a considerable class of people who are 
cultured, who have had experience in govern. 
ment, and who pay the greater portion of the 
taxes, are now unable to hold office; that 
some of those State governments have been 
badly managed, the State debts have been 
augmented, life and property have not been go 
secure in some of those States as is deemed 
practicable, and therefore it is proposed to 
amnesty these recent rebel citizens, in order 
that the people may secure better government, 
greater security for life, liberty, and property. 


| It is proposed in this way to make available 
| the superior learning and wisdom and wealtl 


and experience of those who are now unable 
to hold office on account of their leadership in 
the recent rebellion. 

Let us analyze this proposition: have they 
no other motive prompting them to give wise 
counsels except the right to hold office? 


| Would not security of life and liberty and the 


rights of property be quite as dear to them in 


| the absence of that privilege as with it? Is 
| the State and nation to lose all the benefits of 
‘their superior culture and experience and 
social position unless they are to be made the 


rulers of a nation, which, notwithstanding 
their supposed superiority, they so recently 
attempted to destroy? Is there no other im- 
pelling cause, nothing else to prompt them 
to give wise counsels, to exert mellifluous 
influences on the communities in which they 


|| live except the prospect of holding an oflice? 


| I think no one will seriously contend that they 


are so utterly debased and abandoned as to 
refuse to be good citizens if not permitted 
to govern. And are we to presuppose from 
this argumentthat none but cultured men and 
rich men can be safely trusted with the affairs 
of State? Hasit come to this in this country 


| that the Government cannot be carried on 


| [ think to many thousands of those who now | 


safely in the absence of a certain measure of 
scholastic attainments, of acquired official 
experience, and a certain amount of acquired 
wealth? Are we to seriously debate a propo- 
sition of this kind? I am the last member of 
this body to disparage culture. I know full 
well, from experience and observation, some 
of the advantages that the cultured have over 
the uncultured in the race of human life; I 
know something of the embarrassments grow- 
ing out of the want of culture. But let me 
say to the American Senate, and to the Amer- 
ican people, so far as they may notice one so 


humble, that successful civil government does 


not depend on any given degree of scholastic 
attainments or official experience. 

‘There is in man an inborn capacity for sel f- 
government. Unlettered men often become 
wise rulers. If none others could be. safely 
trusted with civil power but the cultured and 
the wealthy and experienced in civil affairs, 
free government would necessarily prove 4 
failure. ‘This was the objection recently urged 
against the enfranchisement of the colored 
race. They were deemed by objectors too 


in Africa are not any more cultured than many || ignorant to be safely trusted with the ballot ; 
thousands of those who come from China and || but since their enfranchisement the objectors 


Japan. Sir, that is the older civilization. 


|| Those are the countries from which we have || success of their experience. 
By the laws of the || derived much of the learning of which we || argument is no more potential when applied 


have been overwhelmed with the triumphant 
Of course the 


( 
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«9 a race of a lighter complexion, and a higher 
jegree of acquirements, oe. 

Sir, in my Opinion, the success of free gov- 
ernment does not depend on scholastic attain- || 
ments. Many of the greatest men, many of those | 
who have exerted the greatest influence on || 
their race, bave been uncultured. General 
Washington, the first President of the United 
States, had never had the advantages of aca- || 
jemical or collegiate instruction; and when you 
iook over the list of great names that embel- 
jish American history, you will find that avery | 
large percentage of them have come forward | 
without such helps. Our institutions are 
founded-on a totally different theory of man’s 
capacity. Under our form of government all 
our dearest rights are referred ultimately to 
the arbitrament of citizens, without regard || 
to culture, social position, or experience in || 
the management of civil affairs. ‘The Consti- | 

! 





tution provides that in civil suits where the 
amount in controversy is over twenty dollars 
the right of trial by jury shall be guarantied, 
and in all criminal cases; and | find nowhere 
in this document a provision that a juryman || 
shall be either cultured or rich, that he shall || 
be able either to read or write. It could not 
have been expected that twelve unlettered men 
would be more learned in the principles of | 
law or would be better able to analyze and || 
apply testimony than the presiding judge; and || 
yet the framers of the Constitution doubtless | 
believed that they would be safer custodians 
of human rights than the most learned jurists. 

These great men must have believed in the || 
divine origin of our race ; in the inherent, in- || 
born capacity of unlettered man to discrim- || 
inate between right and wrong, justice and 
injustice, to comprehend and apply facts, to || 
divest arguments of sophistry, and to deal out || 
justice to their fellow-men, or they could not || 
have invested them with the performance of | 
functions that underlie our system of jurispru- || 
dence, without which our civil rights cannot 
be secured and our criminal laws enforced. 

The duties of a voter or office-holder are no 
more important than the duties of a juror, and 
are not usually more difficult to perform. L| | 
conclude, therefore, that civil Government is |} 
possible in the absence of that high order of || 
culture which the argument favoring the pas- || 
sage of this bill presupposes to be so largely || 
characteristic of the recent rebels. But, sir, 
when tried by the facts it will be found that || 
those disabled by the Constitution from hold- || 
ing office constitute but a small per cent. of | 
the intelligent people of the recently rebel || 
States. A great majority of the rebel element | 
have heretofore been fully restored to all their 
former rights. Those still unable to hold office 
are by comparison but a handful, and consti- 
tute those who have been supposed to have 
been most culpable for the rebellion. | 

Then why should we be so anxious to bring I 
into the legislative and executive councils of || 
this country that comparatively small class of 
men who are still deprived of the right to hold 
office on account of their greater criminality? || 
We cannot justify it on the assumption that | 
civil government is impracticable without their | 
aid. Such an assumption is at war with the |) 
theory of our institutions as well as our expe- || 
rience. They may be men of great learning, | 
of great experience, and of vast weaith; but | 
these qualities do not atone for their great | 
crimes. 








Nor can they justly complain it the | 
disabilities should never be removed. Such | 
an inconvenience is slight compared with their | 
offenses. Nor would the country seriously 
suffer if no one of them should ever be restored 
to the right to hold office. 

Two thirds of both branches of Congress 


| 
} 
| 
| 


of their own 


| of the word ‘‘ white.”’ 
| vides that ‘‘ every law, statute, ordinance,’’ 
| &ec., which does that shall be repealed and 


in favor of that bill that these people them- 
selves are unwilling that hundreds of thousands 
countrymen, who have never 
offended, shall enjoy equally the same rights 
that they enjoy, merely because they are ignor- 
ant and poor. ‘This would be discreditable to 


| American legislation. 


If the friends of this biil are willing to put 
these great criminals on a platform of equality 
with their innocent countrymen in respect to 
civil rights, [ am willing to vote for the bill; 
but if they have not progressed thus far, if 


| their prejudices are now too intense to permit 
| them to put all the people in their own States 


on the same platform of equality ia all these | 
respects, 1 shali be compelled to believe that 
the time has not yet arrived to relieve them 
from the disability to hold office. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President, I un- | 
derstand the question pending is on striking 


| out the last section but one of the amendments 


of the Senator from Massachusetts. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ay- 
THONY in the chair.) That is the motion. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Is it in order to move 
to perfect that section; and wiil that motion 


| take precedence of the motion to strike out? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will. 
Mr. CARPENTER. I then desire to say 


| that in regard to this section I think it must be 


amended in order to express the intention 
which the Senator from Massachusetts himself 
undoubtedly has. ‘To illustrate: taking the 
naturalization laws of the United States, every | 
law on the subject discriminates in favor of 
white men and against colored men by the use 
Now this section pro- 


annulled. It is my belief and opinion that if 
this section should pass in this form, there 
would be no naturalization law for white or 
black. What the Senator intends, 1 suppose— 
indeed I know that is the intention—is to pro- 
vide that the discrimination shall be repealed 
and abolished. I move to amend the section 


| so as to read: 


Every discrimination against any person on ac- 
count of color by the use of the word “ white” in 
any law, statute, ordinance, or regulation, is hereby 
repealed and annulled. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 
on striking out. If the Senate do not want 
the section at all, there is no use in amend- 
ing it. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I do want it. I do 
not want to repeal our naturalization laws, 
but Ido want to do what I tried to accom- 


plish on a former occasion; thatis, abolish all 


distinction in regard to naturalization. Raise 
the standard as high as you see fit, but then 


| apply it indiscriminately to people coming 
| from every land, of every race and color. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. 
that all at once? 


Mr. CARPENTER. 


Why should we not do 


By striking the whole 


| thing out? 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I beg my friend’s pardon. 
By making the naturalization question not a 
constitutional question, as it is made in this 
bill, but by having a properly considered bill 
on the subject of rectifying the naturalization 
laws. Let us put it on the universal basis of 
equality, subjecting it to the test of men all 
alike. ‘That is what | would like to do. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Nothing in the world 
is required to accomplish that except to pass 
this section thus amended, and abolish all dis- 
tinctions now existing in any statute on that 
subject by the use of the word ‘‘ white.’’ That 
accomplishes the purpose, and then allows 
people of every nation and every color to come 
here and be admitted as citizens of the United 





shall be relieved by classes. I prefer this mode 
to the relief of individuals by name and, I 
think it less liable to abuse; but I cannot con- 
scientiously as a member of this body vote to 
relieve them from these disabilities while I am | 
compelled to believe from the arguments made | 


co | 
may relieve them, and I am willing that they | 





States on complying with those requirements 
which our naturalization laws have enacted ; 
and that I am in favor of now and always have 
been. 

Mr. HILL. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask him a question? Do I understand him to 


Let us first take the vote 
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say that he provides in his amendment that the 
repeal shall be of statutes and ordinances of 
the United States, and not of any of the States? 
Does he limit it to statutes and ordinances of 
the United States? 

Mr. CARPENTER. I will state again the 
amendment which I propose to offer. I move 
to amend by striking out the word ‘every ”’ 
where it first occurs, and inserting, ‘‘ every 


| discrimination against any person on account 


of color by the use of the word ‘white’ in any 
law, statute, ordinance, or regulation.”’ 

Mr. HILL. ‘* Of the United States?’’ 

Mr. CARPENTER. I do not say that. 

Mr. HILL. Why do you not? 

Mr. CARPENTER. Because I do not want 
to. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. HILL. That is a very grave point. 

Mr. CARPENTER. With this amendment, 
which | am sure carries out the purpose of 
the Senator from Massachusetts, I shall vote 
against striking out the section. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Wisconsin will first 
be reported, and then the Chair will recognize 
the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Let me add one word 
further; and I ask the attention of the Senator 
from Massachusetts. ‘This amendment strikes 
out the words ‘‘or custom.’’ I do not know 
what can be meant by the word ‘ white”’ in 
acusiom. The word ‘white’? may make a 
discrimination against colored men when used 
in any statute, ordinance, or law; but I do 
not know how the word ‘‘ white’’ can be used 
in a custom. I therefore move to strike out 
those words ; that is to say, striking them out 
is includedin the motion I have made. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend 
ment of the Senator from Wisconsin will be 
reported. 

The Cuier CLerk. It is proposed to amend 
the section so as to make it read: 

That every discrimination against any person on 
account of color, by the use of the word ‘‘ white,’’ 


in any law, statute, ordinance, or regulation, is 
hereby repealed and annulled. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I submit to the Senator 
from Wisconsin that though his motion is 
strictly in order, it always embarrasses a bill 
to vote on double motions to amend. For 
instance, it would have been perfectly in order 
for me to move tostrike out this section before 
a vote was taken on his amendment; but that 
would have created complication. His mo- 
tioa does the same. If the Senate is not dis- 
posed to strike out the fifth section, then of 
course it will be open to amendment, and any 
amendment he may suggest will receive due 
attention. 

Mr. CARPENTER. On the mere question 
of striking that section out as it is, ] should 
vote to strike it out because I do not want tc 
repeal the naturalization laws; but if it can 
be amended, | shall vote against striking it 
out. Ittherefore seems to me to be necessary, 
in order to test the sense of the Senate on the 
real question, that we should modify the sec- 
tion so that it will express what it is intended 
to do, before we say whether we will strike it 
out or not. I should vote to strike it out as it 
is; 1 should vote against striking it out if it 
be amended. 

Mr. HILL. I rose to make the inquiry in 
good faith of the Senator from Wisconsin be- 
cause | really thought, as I think now, that it 
was a matter of great materiality in passing 
such an act to limit the action of this section 
to the repeal of Federal statutes and not invade 
the States and say, as it would be saying in 
my own State, that where the word ‘ white’’ 
may occur, for instance, in the statute forbid- 
ding marriages between whites and blacks, 
that statute of the State of Georgia shall be 
repealed by this act of Congress. Does the 

| Senator believe that the Congress of the United 
| States has the power to repeal a statute of the 
\| State of Georgia which is not obnoxious to the 
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Constitution of the United States? He cannot 
think so. He is tor good a lawyer for that. 
Certainly, therefore, he would not extend this 
section beyond the point of repealing Federal 
statutes. Perhaps he would limit it, since that 
seems to be the object of his chief care, simply 
to the naturalization laws of Congress. 

While I am up, I will make a remark in 
regard to the course that I, with others, have 
seen fit to pursue upon the amendment of the 
senator from Wisconsin which has been voted 
on this morning. 1 did not vote against his 
amendment because I preferred it less than 
I did the amendment of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, for 1 liked it better; but even 
with that amendment | could not support the 
proposition of the Senator from Massachusetts 
as thus amended: and that being the case, | 
preferred to take the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts in its totality, and let 
it be considered by the Senate on its merits. 
It certainly had the merit of having received 
years of careful attention from the astute and 
comprehensive mind of that Senator, Itis no 
new thing to the Senate. It was here in the 
form of a bill long ago. I proposed to leave 
the original proposition of the Senator from 


Massachusetts to the Senate just as it was, un- | 


impaired in any particular, in order that the 
sense of the Senate might be expressed upon 
that proposition on its merits. 
to do that still. 

innovation on it, 


remain in it; 
person charged with any duty in the selec- 
tion or summoning of jurors, who shall ex- 
clude or fail to summon any person for the 


reason above named’’—that is, on account of | 


race or color— ‘shall, on conviction thereof, 


be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and fined || 
in not less than $1,000 nor more than $5,000.” | 


Now, it so happens that in the State of 
Georgia by the constitution of the State jurors 
ure selected from upright and intelligent per- 
sons. ‘That is the classification preseribed by 
\lie constitution. In some counties there are 
some colored jurors. In other counties there 


are none, because in the opinion of the pre- | 
siding judges of the different circuits, who, 


together with the clerk of the superior court, 
the ordinary of the county, and the sheriff of 
the county, have charge of the jury-boxes, 
there are not in that class competent persons 


to serve as jurors. Now, take the case of a 


county where the officers to whom the super- || 


vision of the jury-box is confided have determ- 
ined that there is no colored man in the 
county who comes up to the requirement of 
the constitution, and therefore there is not the 
name of a colored man in the box. In crim- 
inal trials it almost invariably happens, if they 


are for offenses of high grade, that talesmen | 


have to be summoned by the sheriff. There 
the sheriff would be at his peril in going out 
to summon jurors, for he might be instructed 
by the judge of the court to summon no one 
whose name was not in the county jury-box, 
but if he meets an intelligent colored man, 
and could summon him and does not summon 
him, this section would give that man a right 
of action against the sheriff, and he might be 
muleted in a fine of $1,000, or $5,000, or any 
intermediate sum. 

There are so many objections to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts which 
have occurred to my wind that I would not 
undertake to speeify them all; but I have 
insuperable objection to the first section, and 
therefore I have not seen fit to vote to modify 
theamendment. I think it has been an unwise 
peapentien from the beginning, and I do not 

elieve that 1 shall vote for any amendment to 
it, nO matter how consistent it may be with my 
own sense of right and propriety, unless the 
principle pervading the first section is aban- 





[ am disposed | 
Ido not wish to make any | 

I do see in a part of the |, 
amendment, as he has accepted modifications, || 
still some things that I think would be very || 
wrong. I think it would be very oppres- || 
sive and very wrong that this clause should | 
‘and any officer or other | 
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y 
doned or so modified that the proposition will } 
commend itself to my support. \! 
I say this much in justification of the vote I 
shall give if we are compelled to vote on the i 
proposition now before the Senate, to wit, to 
strike out the fifth section. I have been of |; 
the opinion that I would not vote to strike it | 
out. Lest it should appear from that vote that | 
{ was in favor of the exercise of power by this | 
Government to do the things which that sec- | 
tion speaks of, I wish it to be understood by 
anybody who feels at all interested in the mat- | 
ter that I hold that Congress has no power 
whatever over the question so far as relates | 
to the States. It may modifyits own statutes, 
of course, to any extent; but it has no right 
to invade the States and interfere with their 
regulations. 
While upon this subject I will say that I | 
have looked with considerable interest, since 
the incipient measure of the Senator from 
Massachusetts came here, to the effect of the 
debate and the various propositions that have 
been brought to the attention of the Senate. 
If nothing else shall have been accomplished 
by the Senator from Massachusetts in bringing 
forward this amendment, however improperly 
he has brought it in connection with the 
amnesty bill, he has at least achieved one 
|| great purpose: he has presented himself more | 
prominently, if possible, than he ever did be- 
fore to the entire colored race of this nation 
as their foremost, if not their exclusive cham- 
pion. It isa vain thing for any gentleman in 
this body, or in any other body, or in any see- 
tion of the United States, to attempt to com- 
ete with the Senator from Massachusetts for 
ionors with these people. Sir, he will make 
and unmake men by the dozen who try to do 
this thing. He will set his seal and stamp 
| men as worthy of the confidence of the on 
ored people of this country, or else he will 
ignore them and crush them at his pleasure. |) 
In short, as a political element it is a fact || 
that the colored people of America belong || 
to-day to the Senator from Massachusetts. |! 
Who will dare dispute his sway? Is not his 
_word Jaw with them? When his proposition | 
came here in all its original deformity it was | 
| shocking to the sense of the best lawyers of 
| 
| 
; 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 








| the Senate, including many lawyers of the 
Republican party, and the severest criticisms 
were applied to it; but, notwithstanding that, 
has it ever struck the colored mind in this 
| country that there was a single defect in the 
| original proposition of the Senator from Mas- 
| sachusetts? No, sir. Wherever they have || 
| spoken of it atall, ithas been to give it unlim- | 


ited indorsement. ‘They care absolutely noth- | 
|| ing for the strictures of the distinguished Sen- 
| ators from Ohio, Wisconsin, and New Jersey. 
They look upon them as quasi enemies who | 
| would abridge the great rights that are ac- | 
| corded to them under the amendment of the | 
|| Senator from Massachusetts. 
| Sir, let him keep his proud preéminence. || 
|| He is entitled to it. The day may come, per- || 
haps, when if waited upon at his residence by || 
'| a delegation of the colored men of the city of || 
| Washington, to congratulate him upon the great || 
| step which he has taken, he may say to them || 
| that even the Chief Magistrate of the nation || 
_ himself, who claims also to be the friend of || 
| the colored man, did not step to the front ] 
as he has done, but that ca the contrary, the | 
| Chief Magistrate had dared to insinuate a re- | 
|| buke and to intimate that the Senator had no 
| business to put his amendment on the am- 
|| nesty bill, and that he thought it unwise for 
‘| it togothere. I think the President was right 
‘| in that, but the colored men of this country 
|| do not think with me. They think with the 
|| Senator from Massachusetts. 
| Sir, I do not agree with my friend from Ne- | 
| braska in regard to the potential voice of the 
| Senator from Massachusetts. It is powerful 
/ to build up and it is powerful to crush and 
| destroy. 1 will not insinuate that there are 
\| upon this floor those who tremble when he 


nods. But it may be that it might be Sins 


_I choose to follow where I think the path of 
duty and common sense and the Constitutioy, 


| prefer their good to their ill will. 
| understand this thing. 


‘it, but I will now say that I believe the Sen- 
| ator from Massachusetts would be more dis. 
| appointed if this measure should carry before 
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for such as there are here, those who would— 
“Crook the pregnant hinges of the knee, 


Where thrift may follow fawning,” 
to take counsel from the sage of Massachusett, 
Sir, [ am not in that line myself. [ am not jn 
the habit of taking counsel, perhaps, as muc) 
as [ ought from bim or from any other Senatoy. 


of my country carries me, and not to be diverted 
from that track by clamor or by popula; 


—— 

leave the Senator in possession of the gre.: 
field; and it is no insignificant one—the f\|) 

possession of the control of the colored yote 

of this country. It is a power politically, an4 T 
I am a fraid it is to be felt by its being solidi. by t 
fied and controlled by the Senator from Massa. “Y 
chusetts. If his voice is to reach my own pro 


State, and if it is to alienate the entire colored 
mass from me because of the course I choose 
to pursue here, let it be so. It so happens Pr 
that Iam under no very great obligations to : 
them at present, and their displeasure is not a : 
thing that will either frighten me or distress 
me very greatly, though [ most certainly 
I think [ 


I had not thought once that [ would say 


the Senate and before the House of Repre. 
sentatives than he ever was in his life; and 
I am afraid that with his disappointment there 


_ would be mingled a little regret, because the 


thunder would cease to roll, and the public a 
mind would be done with this eternal agita 
tion, and would then turn to something else, 
and this measure would no longer stand up 
in the councils of the country to frighten Sen- 
ators and Representatives from their propriety. 

I do not think I deal harshly when I ascribe 
motives like these to a politician. If they are 
unjust, the Senator will disclaim them. If it 


<A 


ST 


| be true that he is willing that his laurels shal! 
| be garnered up, and that there shall be noth- 


ing in the future for him after he has redeemed 
this fallen and oppressed race, of which he 
says so mach, let him say it; but I have been 
prone to think that agitation for the sake of 
agitation had much to do with the Senator's 
movements. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. Mr. President, it seems 
quite evident that the vote cannot be reached 
to-day, and I am unwilling to ask the Senate 
to sit it out, for the reason that our frierds, 
the Democrats, have a caucus to-night, and 
they will be compelled to be away; but I will 
ask the Senate, provided no new amendments 
are offered, to begin to take the vote at three 
o'clock to-morrow. I ask unanimous consent 
to such an understanding. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena- 
tor from South Carolina asks unanimous con- 
sent that, provided no new amendments are 


| offered, voting shall commence to-morrow at 


three o'clock. 
Mr. SHERMAN. That isa provision which 


| will enable any man to defeat the arrangement. 


Mr. ROBERTSON. I think we ought to 
understand the amendments now offered. If 
other amendments are offered shaped differ- 
ently, but substantially the same, they will not 
be new amendments. The Republican party 
have a caucus to-morrow night, I understand, 
and that will prevent us sitting it out to-morrow 
night. I therefore propose that we begin to 
vote to-morrow at three o’clock. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It seems to me we can 
go on for an hour more to-day. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I am perfectly willing. 

Mr. MORTON. Let us vote on this amend- 
ment now. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. 
adjourn. 

Mr. RAMSEY. There are several execu- 
tive messages on the table. 


I did not propose to 
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Several Senators. Vote; vote. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Lam not certain that the 
Senate is prepared to vote. If I were, I would 
not interpose. I move that the Senate pro- 
seed tothe consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes thirty-one, 
noes not counted; and the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business. 
After thirty-five minutes spent in executive 
session, the doors were reopened, and the 
Senate (at four o’clock and fifty minutes p. 
m.) adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Wepnespay, February 7, 1872. 
The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer | 
by the Chaplain, Rev. J.G. Burier, D. D. 
‘The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- | 
proved. 


| 
| 


COPYRIGHT BILL. | 
Mr. BEATTY, from the 


Committee on 


Printing, reported the following resolution: || 
Resolved, That five hundred extra copies of the | 


copyright bill H. R. No. 470 be printed for the use | 
of the House, 


Mr. COX. I introduced the bill referred to 
in the resolution just read. I ask leave to make 


a verbal correction in that bill before the extra | 


copies of it are printed. 

The SPEAKER. That will be done, if 
there be uo objection. 

No objection was made. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


DOCUMENTS IN FOLDING-ROOM 


Mr. BEATTY, from the same committee, 
also reported the following resolution ; which 
was read, considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the superintendent of the folding- 
room of the House of Representatives be, and he is 
hereby, directed to make out, under the direction of, 
the Committee on Printing, acomplete inventory of 
the public documents now on hand, and that he be 
authorized to employ such additional force as said 
committee may deem sufficient to enable him to do 
the work promptly. 

PRINTING OF HOUSK JOURNAL. 


Mr. BEATTY, from the same committee, 
also reported the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Congressional Printer is di- | 


rected to discontinue furnishing to the document- 
room of the House the Journal in sheets for the use 


of members; this resolution not to be construed as | 


discontinuing the bound copies of the Journal furn- 
ished to members at the close of each session. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


very proper. So far as | know members have 


not been furnished with the sheets of the Jour- | 


nal from day to day as they come in. I think 
the resolution a very proper one, and should 
be adopted. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


Mr. BEATTY moved to reconsider 


reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


COLLECTION OF CUSTOMS, 


Mr. BURCHARD, by unanimous consent, | 
presented a memorial of the National Reform | 


Association suggesting corrections and modi- 
fications of the laws relating to the collection 
of the customs revenue, and the manner of 
ascertaining values 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 


SURVEY OF CHEROKEE LANDS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, 
laid before the House a communication from 


the Secretary of the Interior, asking for an | 
appropriation to pay the expenses of the sur- | 


vey of the Cherokee strip adjoining the south- 
ern boundary of Kansas; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 

CLAIMS FOR HORSES AND MULES. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, also 
laid before the House a communication from 


42p Cong. 2p Sess.—No. 56, 


I think that resolution is | 


the | 
votes by which the foregoing resolutions were | 
adopted; and also moved that the motion to | 


of imports; which was | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| the Secretary of the Treasury in answer to a 


resolution of the House of January 30, 1872, 


in relation to the number of claims for pay 


| for horses or mules lost by officers or privates 
| while in the service of the United States during 


the late war; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
MAJOR GEORGE W. BURCHIARD. | 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 
sent, laid before the House a communication || 
from the Secretary of War in relation to Major || 
George W. Burchard, late of the twenty-fifth 
Arkansas colored volunteers; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, || 
and ordered to be printed. 


} 


| 
ELECTION CONTEST——BOWEN VS. DE LARGE. ] 


‘he SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- 


sent, laid before the House additional papers || 


relating to the contested election of Bowen vs. 
De Large from the second congressional dis- 
trict of South Carolina; which were referred | 
to the Committee of Elections. 


| 
DUTY ON RICE, 
sent, laid before the House a concurrent reso- | 
lution of the General Assembly of South Car- 
olina, in relation to the repeal of the protective | 
duty on rice; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to | 
be printed. 
COMMERCIAL RELATIONS. 





The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- | 
sent, laid before the House a communication | 
from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in | 


| 


compliance with the acts of August 16, 1842, | 
and August 18, 1856, a report on the commer- 
cial relations of the United States with foreign 
nations for the year ending September 30, 
1871; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


! 


By unanimous consent, leave of absence 
was granted to Mr. B. F. Meyers for ten days, 
to Mr. Rogers for five days, and to Mr. Smiru 
of Vermont, indefinitely. 


| WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


| Mr. GETZ, by unanimous consent, obtained 
leave to withdraw from the files of the House 
papers in the case of Lieutenant Commander 
| Frederick Pearson, of the United States Navy. 


| 


BRIDGE ACROSS THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. HAWLEY, by unanimous consent, in- | 
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Che Clerk read as follows: 

At the end of section one add the following pro- 
viso;: 

And provided further, That nothing contained in 
this section shall be held to limit or abridge the 
power of Congress over the public domain, or inter- 
fere with granting bounty lands to the soldiers and 
sailors of our late war. 

Mr. PERCE. Is not the substance of this 
amendment embraced in the amendment of 
the gentleman from Vermont just adopted? 

The SPEAKER. The two amendments wil! 
be again read, 

The Clerk read the amendments. 

Mr. PERCE. Iwill inquire of the Chair 


| whether the two propositions are not substan- 


tially the same ? 

Mr. RANDALL. I think not. 

The SPEAKER. This inquiry is in the 
nature of debate, which is not in order. The 
Chair, however, sees an essential difference 


| between the amendments. 


The amendment of Mr. Grirrirn was agreed 
to; there being—ayes ninety-eight, noes not 


| 
| 
| counted. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous con- || 


_ The SPEAKER. The next question is upon 
an amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Houtman, ] which the Clerk will 


|| read. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Add to section two the following: 

Provided, however, That after the passage of this 
act no public lands of the United States shall be 
suld except mineral land and town sites, and all the 
public lands of the United States adapted to agri- 
culture shall be reserved for actual settlers under 
the provisions of the homestead laws, subject, how- 
ever, to land warrants and college scrip issued by 
authority of Congress, and the grants which Congress 
shall hereafter make in the Territories and new 
States for the purposes of education. 





On agreeing to the amendment there were— 
ayes 78, noes 75. 

Mr. PERCE. I call for tellers. 

Mr. RANDALL. Let us have the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 103, nays 107, not voting 
29; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Ambler Arthur, 
Barnum, Beatty, Beck, Beveridge, Biggs, Bingham, 

sird, James G. Blair, Braxton, Bright, James 
Brooks, Caldwell, Campbell, Carroll, Coghlan, Co- 
mingo, Conner, Cotton, Cox, Crebs, Critcher, Cross 
land, Davis, Dox, DuBose, Duke, Eldridge, Ely, 
Farnsworth, Finkelnburg, Forker, Garrett, Getz, 
Golladay, Griffith, Haldeman, Hancock, Handley, 
Hanks, Harper, John T. Harris, Hawley, Hay, Here- 
| ford, Herndon, Hibbard, Holman, Houghton, Kerr, 
King, Lamison, Leach, Lewis, Manson, Marshall, 
McClelland, McCormick, McHenry, McIntyre, 
| McKinney, MeNeely, Merrick, Moore, Morgan, 





troduced a bill (H. R. No. 1414) authorizing 
the construction of a wagon and railroad 
bridge across the Mississippi river at Quiney, 
lilinois; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Rail- 
ways and Canals. 


| 


EDUCATIONAL FUND. 


Mr. ELDRIDEE. 
order. 
The SPEAKER. 


I call for the regular 
| 


The regular order being 


on Education and Labor, being bill (H. R. No. 

1043) to establish an educational fund, and to 

education of the people. The previous ques- 

tion 18 Operating. 

the amendment offered by the gentleman from 

Vermont, [ Mr. Poraat,t which will be read, 
The Clerk read as follows: 






| 
| 


Add fo section one the following: 
Provided, That this act shall not have any effect 
to repeal, impair, or suspend any law now authoriz- 
ing the preémption of public lands, or the entry of 
public lands for homesteads, nor as limiting in any 
manner the power of Congress to alter or extend the 
right of homesteads upon such lands. 


The amendment was agreed to 

The SPEAKER. The next question is upon 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Grirrita,} which will be 


| 
| 
k read, 


called for, the House resumes the considera- | 
tion of the bill reported from the Committee | 


apply the proceeds of the public lands to the | 


he first question is upon | 


| Niblack, Orr, Hosea W. Parker, Eli Perry, Potter, 
| Price, Randall, Read,Edward Y. Rice, John M. Rice, 
Ritchie, William R. Roberts, Robinson, Roosevelt, 


|| Sherwood. Shober, Slater, Sloss, Stevens, Storm, 
‘| Swann, ‘Terry, Dwight Townsend, futhill, Van 
Trump, Vaughan, Voorhees, Waddell, Waiden 


Warren, Wells, W hitthorne, Winchester, Wood, and 
Young—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Averill, Banks, Barber, Barry, 
sigby, Austin Blair, George M. Broeks, Buckley, 
Buffinton, Burebard, Burdett, Benjamio F. Butler, 
Roderick R. Butler, Freeman Clarke, William T. 
Clarke, Cobb, Coburn, Conger, Creely, Darrall, 
Dickey, Donnan, Duell, Dunnell, Eames, Farwell, 
Charles Foster, Wilder D. Foster, Frye. Garfield, 
Goodrich, Hale, Halsey. Harmer, George E. Harris, 
Havens, Hays, Gerry W. Hazleton, JohnW. Hazle- 
ton, Hill, Hoar, Kelley, Kellogg, Ketcham, Kil- 
linger, Lamport, Lansing. Lowe. Lynch, Maynard, 
McGrew, McJunkin, McKee, Mercur, Merriam, 
Monroe, Morey, Morphis, Leonard Myers, Negley, 
Packard, Packer, Isaac C. Parker, Peck, Pendleton, 
Perce, Aaron F. Perry, Peters, Platt, Poland, Porter, 
Rainey, Ellis H. Roberts, Rusk, Sawyer, Seeley, 
Sessions, Shanks, Sheidon, Shellabarger, John A. 
Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Snapp, Thomas J, 
Speer, Sprague, Starkweather, Stevenson, Stough- 
ton, Stowell, Strong, Sutherland, Taffe, Thomas, 
Washington Townsend, Turner, Tyner, Upson, 
Wakeman, Waldron, Wallace, Walls, Wheeler, 
Whiteley, Willard. Williams of Indiana, Jeremiah 
| M. Wilson, and John T. Wilson—107. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Archer, Bell, 

Dawes, De Large, Edwards, Elliott, Henry D. Fos- 
| ter, Hambleton, Hooper, Kendall, Kinsella, Me- 
| Crary, Benjamin F. Meyers, Mitchell, Palmer, 
Prindle, Rogers, Sargent, Scofield, Shoemaker, Slo- 
cum, H. Boardman Smith, Snyder, R, Milton Speer, 
St. John, Sypher, Twichell, and Williams of New 
York—29. 


il So Mr. Hotmay’s amendment was rejected, 
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The question next reenrred on the amend- 
mentof Mr. Bur.Ler, of Tennessee. as follows: 

In line #ix 
tion,”’ 
the ages ot 
read: é 5 i 

Sec. 4. That upon the receipt of the certificate of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, as provided by sec- 
tion three of this act, the Commissioner of Educa- 
tion, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Interior, shall proceed to apportion to the several 


section four, after the word ‘‘ popula- 


iour and twenty-one years;’’ so it will 


| 
i} 


add,”of thesaid States and T¢ rritories between 


i] 


States and Territories, and to the District of Colum- i 


bia, upon the basis of population of the said States 
und Territories between the ages of four and twenty- 
one years, one half of the net proceeds of the publie 
lands for the previous year, together with the whole 

jount of the income of the said educational fund 

certified, such apportionment to be according to 
the last preceding general census of the United States. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


tion next recurred on Mr. Goop- 
CH amendment, as follows 


Ihe j if 


Amend section four by adding therete the follow- 
ing 

Provided, however, That for the first ten years the 
distribution of the said fund to and among the sev- 
eral States and Territories, 
of Columbia, shall be made according to the ratio 


of the illiteracy of their respective populations, as | 
hown, from time to time, by the last preceding pub- | 


lished census of the United States.” 

The House divided; and there were ayes || 
eighty-five, noes not counted. 7 

Mr. BINGHAM demanded the yeas and 


nays. 
lhe yeas and nays were ordered, 
The question was taken; and it was decided 


in the affirmative—-yeas 125, nays 82, not vot- 
ing 82; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Barnum. Barry, Beck, 


Beveridge, Bigby, Biggs, Austin 
Biair, Braxton, Bright, 
Burdett, Roderick R. Butler, Caldwell, Campbell, 
Carroll, Cobb, Coburn, Comingo, Conner. Crebs, 
Critcher, Crossland, Davis, Donnan, Dox, Du Bose, 
lyuell, Dake, Edwards, Ely, Farnsworth, Farwell, 
Forker, Garrett, Getz, Goll iday, Goodrich, Griffith, 
Haldeman, Haneock, Handley, Hanks, John 'T’. Har- 
ris, Hawley, Hey, Hays, Gerry W. Hazlet: n, Here- 
ford, Herndon, Hibbard, Kerr, King, Lamison, Lam 
port, Lansing, Leach, Lewis, Manson. Marshall, 
iynard, McClelland, MeCormick, McHenry, Me- 
Intyre, McKee, McKinney, McNeely, Merriam, 
Merrick, Moore, Morey, Morgan, Morphis, Niblack, 
Packard, llosea W. Parker, [saac C. Parker, Perce, 
IMi Perry, Piatt. Porter, Potter. Price, Prindle, 
IMainey, Read, Edward Y. tice, John M. Rice, 
Kitebie, Ellis H. Roberts, William R. Roberts, Rob 
nson, Roosevelt, Shel lon, Sherwood, Shober, Slater, 
MUD, Sioss 


Dwight Townsend, Turner. Tutbill, Vaughan, Wad- 


including the District | 


Blair, James G. 
James Brooks, Buckley, 


. Snapp, Snyder, Thomas J. Speer, Sie- | 
vens, Storm, Stowell, Swann, Taffe, Terry, Thomas, | 


il 


| 
| 
i} 
} 





| 





dlell, Wallace, Warren, Wells. Whiteley, Whit- 
thorne, Winchester, Wood, and Young—125, 
NAYS—Me Ambler, Arthur, Averill, Banks, 
Barber, Beatty, Bingham, Bird, George M. Brooks, | 
Buflinton, Burchard, Benjamin F. Butler, William | 
l. Clarke, Freeman Clarke, ( onger, Cotton, Cox, 


Creely, Daws Dickey, Dunnell, Eames, Eldridge, 
Finkeinburg, Charles | oster, Wilder D. Foster, Frye, 
(iarficld, Hale, Harmer, George E. Harris, John W. 
Hazleton, Hill, Hoar, Holman. H oper, Houghton, 
Kelley, Kelloge, Keteham, K illinger, Lowe, McJun- 
kin, Mereur, Monroe, Leonard Myers, Negley, Orr, 
Packer, Palmer, p cok Pendleton, Aaron F. Perry, 
Peters, Poland, Randall, Sawyer, Seeley, Sessions, 
Shanks, Shetlabarger, John A. Smith, Worthington 
( “mith, Sprague, Starkweather, Stoughton, Strong, 
Sutherland, Washington Townsend. Twichell, Tyner, 
Upson, Van ‘Trump, Voorhees, Wakeman, Walden, 
Waldron, Wheeler, Willard, Williams of Indiana, 
Jeremiah M. Wilson, and John T. W ilson—8s2, 

NOT VOLING— Messrs. Adams, Ames, Archer, 
Bell, Coghlan, Darrall, De Large, Elliott, Henry D. 
Foster, Halsey, Hambleton, Harper, Havens, Ken- 
dall. Kinsella, Lynch, McCrary, McGrew, Benjamin 
I’. Meyers, Mitchell, Rogers, Rusk, Sargent, Scofield, 
Shoemaker, H. Boardman Smith, R. Milton Speer, 
“tevenson, St. John, Sypher, Walls, and Williams 
ot New York 32. 


So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH moved to reconsider 
the vote by which Mr. GoopRICH’s amendment 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I hope that will not be 
done, 

he House divided: 
114, noes 76. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
nays, because the object is to defeat the bill. 

Mr. LYNCH called for tellers on ordering 
the yeas and nays. 

On the question of ordering tellers, there 
were—ayes twenty-seven, more than one fifth 
of a quorum. 


and there were—ayes 


I demand the yeas and | 


| McKinney, McNeely. Merriam. 


So tellers were ordered; and Mr. Farns- 
wortH and Mr. Lyncu were appointed. 

The question was again put on ordering the 
yeas and nays; and the tellers reported —ayes 
thirty-four, a sufficient number. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 110, nays 88, not 
voting 41; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Arthur, Barnum, 
Barry, Beck, Bell. Beveridge, Bigby. Biggs, Bird, 
James G. Blair, Braxton. Bright, James Brooks, 
Roderick R. Butler, Caldwell, Campbell, Carro!l, 


| Comingo, Conner, Crebs, Critcher, Crossland. Davis, 


Donnan, Déx, DuBose, Duell, Duke, Edwards, Ely, 
Farnsworth, Farwell, Forker, Garrett, Getz. Golla- 
day, Goodrich, Griflith, Haldeman, Hancock, Hand- 
ley, Hanks, Harper, John T. Harris. Hawley, Hay, 
liays, Hereford, Herndon, Hibbard, Kerr. King, 
Lamison, Leach, Lewis, Manson, Marshall. May- 
nard, McClelland, McCormick, McHenry, McIriyre, 
Merrick, Morey, 
Morgan. Niblack. Packard, Hosea W. Parker, 
Aaron F. Perry, Eli Perry, Price, Prindle. tead, 
Edward Y. Rice, John M. Rice, Ritchie. Ellis H! 
Roberts, William R. Roberts, Robinson, Roosevelt, 
Sheldon, Sherwood, Shober, Slater. Sloss, Thomas 
J. Speer, Storm, Swann, ‘laffe, Terry. Thomas, 
Dwight Townsend, Turner, Tuthbill, Vaughan, Voor- 
hees, Waddell, Wallace, Warren, Wells, Whiteley, 
Whitthorne, Winchester, Wood, and Young—110. 
NAYS— Messrs. Ambler, Averill, Banks, Barber, 
Beatty, Bingham, Austin Blair, George M. Brooks, 
Buckley, Buflinton, Burchard, Burdett, Benjamin 
I’, Butler, Cobb, Conger, Cotton, Creely, Dawes, 
Dickey, Dunnell, Eames, Eldridge. Finkelnburg, 
Charles Foster, Wilder D. Foster, Frye, Garfield. 
Hale, Halsey, Harmer, George B. Harris, Gerry W. 
Hazleton, John W. Hazleton, Hill, Hoar, Holman, 
Hooper, Kelley, Kellogg, Ketcham, Killinger, Lans. 
ing. Lowe, Lynch, McGrew, 
Monroe, Morphis, Leonard Myers, Negley, Orr, 
Packer, Palmer, Isaac C. Parker, Peck, Pendleton, 
’erce, Peters, Platt, Poland, Porter, Rainey, Ran- 
dall, Seeley. Sessions, Shanks, Shellabarger, John 
A. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, Sprague, Stark- 
weather, Stoughton, Stowell, Strong, Sutherland, 
Washington ‘townsend, Twichell. ‘Tyner, 
Van Trump, Wakeman, Walden, Waldron, Walls, 
Wheeler, Willard, and Williams of Indiana—ss. 
NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Archer, William 
T. Clarke, Freeman Clarke. Coburn, Coghlan, Cox, 
Darrall, De Large, Elliott, Henry D. Foster, Ham- 
bleton, Havens, Houghton, Kendall, Kinsella, Lam- 
port, McCrary, McKee, Benjamin F. Meyers, Mitch- 
ell, Moore, Potter, Regers, Rusk, Sargent, Sawyer, 
Scofield, Shoemaker. Slocum, H. Boardman Smith, 
Snapp, Snyder, R. Milton Speer, Stevens, Steven- 
son, St. John, Sypher, Williams of New York, Jere- 


} miah M. Wilson, and John T. Wilson—41. 


So the motion to reconsiderthe vote by which 
the House agreed to the amendment offered by 
Mr. Goopricu was laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER. The question is next on 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Kansas, [Mr. Lowe:] 

The Clerk read as tollows: 


Add to section four: 

Provided, That where any State under the laws 
thereof takes a regular census of its population ata 
period intermediate the regular periods for taking 
the United States census, the apportionment to 
such State, after such census is taken, shall be in 


proportion to its population so ascertained until | 
the next succeeding census under the laws of the | 


United States. 

The amendment was disagreed to—ayes three, 
noes not counted. 

The SPEAKER. The question is next -on 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
West Virginia, [Mr. Hrrerorp. ] 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Amend section eight by inserting at the end thereof 
the following: 

Provided, That no moneys belonging to any State 
or Territory under this act shall be withheld from 
any State or Territory for the reason that the laws 
thereof provide for separate schools for white chil- 
dren and black children, or refuse to organize a 
system of mixed schools. 


The question being put on agreeing to the 
amendment, there were —ayes 82, noes 80. 

Mr. HOAR. | eall for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 


/in the affirmative—yeas 115, nays 81, not 
| voting 43; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Acker, Adams, Arthur, Beck, 
Biggs, Bird, James G. Blair, Braxton, Bright, James 
Brooks, Burchard, Roderick R. Butler, Caldwell, 
Campbell, Coburn, Coghlan, Comingo, Conner, Cox. 
Crebs, Critcher, Crossland, Davis, Dox, DuBose, 
Duke, Edwards, Eldridge, Ely, Farnsworth, Farwell, 
Forker, Henry D. Foster, Garrett, Getz, Golladay, 


McJunkin, Merecur, | 


Upson, | 
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———_— 


ley, Hanks, Harper, John T. Harris, Hawley, Hay 
Hays, Hereford, Herndon, Hibbard, Holman, K on 


awe S me ° Aerr 
Killinger, King, Lamison, Leach, Lewis. Manso,’ 


Marshall, McClelland, McCormick, McGrew , 
Henry, Melaotyre, McKinney, MeNeely, Merrick 
Moore, Morgan, Leonard Myers, Niblack Orr 
Packard, Packer, Hosea W. Parker, Isaac (. Parker 
Eii Perry, Potter, Price, Randall, Read, Edward Y’ 
Rice, John M. Rice, Ritchie, William R. Roberts 
Robinson, Roosevelt, Shanks, Sherwood, Sho} er 
Slater, Sloss, Thomas J. Speer, Stevens, Storm’ 
Sutherland, Swann, Terry, Dwight Townsend, Tut. 
hill, Tyner, Van ‘Trump. Vaughan. Voorhees, W id- 
dell, Warren, Wells, Whiteley, Whitthorne, Wj). 
linams of Indiana, Jeremiah M. Wilson, Winches 
Wood, and Young—115. 

NAYS— Messrs. Ambler, Averill, Banks, Bar er 
Barry, Beatty, Beveridge, Bingham, Austin 2] Lir, 


rts 
“s 


ter 
cer, 


| George M. Brooks, Buckley, Buflinton, Burdett 


Benjamin F, Butler, Cobb, Conger, Cotton, Cree v 
Darrall, Dawes, Dickey, Donnan, Duell, Dunne 
Eames, Finkeinburg, Charles Foster, W ilder D, Pos. 


| ter, Frye, Garfield, Gouodrich, Harmer, Gerry W. 


| Sawyer, 


| Weather, 
| Thomast Washington 


Hazleton, John W. Hazleton, Hoar, Hooper, Keljo, 
Kellogg, Lamport, Lansing, Lynch, Maynard, M 
Junkin, McKee, Mercur, Merriam, Monroe. Negley 
Palmer, Peck, Pendleton, Perce, Aaron F. Perry 
Platt, Porter, Prindle, Rainey, Ellis H. Roberts’ 
Seeley, Sessions, Shellabarger, John A! 
Worthington -C. Smith, Sprague, Stark- 
Stevenson, Stoughton, Stowell, Strong, 
Townsend, Turner, Twice!’ 
Upson, Wakeman, Walden, Wallace, Walls, W heeler, 


Smith, 


| and Willard—8s], 


NOT VOTING — Messrs. Ames, Archer, Barnum, 
Bell, Bigby, Carroll, William T. Clarke, Freeman 
Clarke, De Large, Elliott, Hambleton, George , 
Harris, Havens, Hill, Houghton, Kendall. Ketcham, 
Kinsella, Lowe, McCrary, Benjamin F, Meyers, 


| Mitchell, Morey, Morphis, Peters, Poland, Rogers, 


Rusk, Sargent, Scofield, Sheldon, Shoemaker, Sio- 
cum, H. Boardman Smith, Snapp, Snyder, R. Milton 


|| Speer, St. John, Sypher, ‘Caffe, Waldron, Williams 





| 
| 


Grifith, Haldeman, Hale, Halsey, Hancock, Hand- 





of New York, and John T. Wilson—43. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HEREFORD moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendment was agreed to; 
and also moved that the motion to recousider 
be laid on the table. 

The iatter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The next question is upon 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Perce,] which will now be 
read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add at the end of section eleven the following: 

And provided further, That this act shall in no 
wise affect any existing law for the disposition of 
the public lands, or the proceeds thereof, or any 
portion of such lands or proceeds. either by wuy 


of homesteed reservation or grant to the States or 
otherwise, or be construed as preventing any dis- 


| position thereof which Congress may hereafter see 


fit to make. 


Mr. PERCE. I withdrew that amendment 
yesterday in favor of the amendment of tho 
gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. PoLanp, ] and 
the Chair so announced. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair announced 
that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Haw- 
LEY] withdrew an amendment, but if the gen- 
tleman states that that was his understanding 
the Chair is always happy to carry out what 


| members state to be their understanding. 


Mr. PERCE. That was my understand. 
ing. My amendment is covered entirely by 
that of the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. 
PoLanp. } 

The SPEAKER. Then the amendment is 
withdrawn, and the Clerk will read the next 
amendment. 

Mr. CREBS. Has the amendment of the 
gentleman from Mississippi been voted on? 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Mis- 
Sissippi states that he withdrew the amend 
ment yesterday, although the Chair did not so 
understand. The Chair, of course, is in the 
habit of carrying out what members on their 
responsibility state was their understanding. 

Mr. CREBS. [I should certainly have ob- 
jected to the withdrawal of the amendment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I understood the gentle- 
man from Mississippi to say distinctly that the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Vermont [Mr. Potanp] covered everything in 
his amendment, and that he withdrew his. 

The SPEAKER. The next question is on 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Nebraska, [Mr. Tarre,] which the Clerk will 
now read. 
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The Clerk read as follows: 


Add to the bill as a new section the following: 

Sec. —. That nothing contained in this act shall 
be so construed as to affect in any manner the exist- 
ing laws and regulations in regard to the adjustment 
and payment to States, upon their admission into 
the Union, five per cent. of the net proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands within their respective 
limits. 

The question was taken ; and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


Mr. TAFFE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was agreed to; and 
aiso moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. This completes all the 
amendments to the original text of the bill. 
There are now sundry substitutes, which will 
be voted on in the order in which they were 
presented, and the first in orderis that pre- 
sented by the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. 
BuRCHARD, ] which the Clerk will now read. 

The Clerk read the substitute. 

Mr. McINTYRE. I respectfully suggest 


sales of public lands to be apportioned to the sev- 
eral States and Territories of the United States, and 
to the District of Columbia, upon the basis of popu- 
lation of the last preceding general census of the 
United States; and the amount so apportioned to 
said States, Territories, and said District of Colum- 
bia, respectively, shall be turned over and delivered 
to such agent or other officer of said State, Terri- 
tory, or District, as may be designated or appointed 
by said States, Territories, and said District, respect- 
ively, to receive said apportionment, to be used for 
educational or other public purposes, in such man 


| ner as said States, Territories, or said District may 


respectively deem best for the promotion of educa- 
tional or other public interests within their respect- 
ive jurisdictions. 

rhe question was taken, and upon a divis- 
ion there were—ayes 77, noes 91. 


Before the result of the vote was announced. 


Mr. McINTYRE called for the yeas and 
nays. 
The question was taken upon ordering the 


| yeas and nays; and there were twenty-one in 


the affirmative ; not one fifth of the last vote. 
Before the result of this vote was announced, 
Mr. YOUNG called for tellers on ordering 


|| the yeas and nays. 
The question was taken; and there were | 


that the substitute which I offered the other | 


day was offered before the substitute which 
has now been read. 


The SPEAKER. The clerks arranged the 


substitutes in the order in which they were | 


presented ; but if there has beena mistake, and 
the gentleman offered his first, he has a right 
‘o have it first voted on. 

Mr. McINTYRE. The substitute which I 
offered was upon the Calendar first. 

The SPEAKER. If that be so, the Chair 
will rule that it must be first voted on. 

Mr. HEREFORD. [rise to make a par- 
liamentary inquiry, and it is whether or not 
the substitute is now subject to amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. HEREFORD. ThenI ask unanimous 
consent to offer an amendment. 

Mr. POLAND. [I object. 

Mr. HEREFORD. It is the same amend- 
ment I offered to the original bill. I ask 
unanimous consent to offer it as an amend- 
ment to this substitute. 

Mr. PERCE. I object. 

The SPEAKER. ‘lhere are six substitutes 
pending. The Clerk endeavored to make them 
up in the order in which they were offered, 
but there was a mistake, and the amendment 
of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. McIn- 
TYRE] will first be voted on. If one of these 
substitutes should be adopted in the ordinary 
process of parliamentary law that would end 
the matter, but inasmuch as the whole of this 
amendment has been by unanimous consent 


somewhat irregular, the Chair will allow a | 


vote upon each substitute. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Can a motion be made 
to lay all the substitutes on the table, and 
would that motion carry the bill with it? 

The SPEAKER, It would carry everything 
with it. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Then I make that motion. 

The question was taken on Mr. ELDRIDGE’s 
motion, and there were—ayes 76, noes 86. 

So the House refused to lay the bill and 
substitutes on the table. 

The question recurred upon the following 
substitute, proposed by Mr. McIntyre: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert 


the following: 

That the net proceeds arising from the sale, entry, 
location, or other dispesition of the public lands of 
the United States be distributed in the manner here- 
inafter set forth. 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Interior shall 
cause an account to be taken, upon the close of each 
fiscal year, and ascertain the amount of expendi- 
tures during that year, incurred in or occasioned by 
the survey, sale, location, entry, or other disposition 
of the public lands of the United States, including 
appropriations for the expenses of the general and 
district land offices during such year, and the total 
receipts from the sale or disposition of such lands, 
including all fees received at such offices, and shall 
certify to the Secretary of the Treasury the amount 
of the net proceeds from the sale, entry, location, or 
other disposition of such lands as aforesaid, after 
deducting such expenses and exenditures. 

Src. 3. That upon the receipt of such certificate 
from the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of 


thirty-eight in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The vote for tellers is 
sufficient to order the yeas and nays, and if 
there be no objection the Chair will regard the 
yeas and nays as ordered. 

No objection was made, and the yeas and 
nays were accordingly ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was 


| decidedin the negative—yeas 76, navs 117, not 


| voting 46 ; 


| Butler, William 


as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Acker, Adams, Beck, Biggs, Bird, 
James G. Blair, Braxton, Bright, James Brooks, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Conner, Cox. Crebs, Crossland, 
Davis, Dox, Du Bose, Duke, Eldridge, Forker, 
Henry D. Foster, Garrett, Getz, Golladay, Griffith, 
Haldeman, Hancock, Handley, Hanks, Harper, 


John T. Harris, Hereford, Herndon, Hibbard, Hol- | 


man, King, Lamison, Leach, Lewis, McClelland, 
McCormick, McHenry, McIntyre, McKinney, Mer- 
rick, Morgan, Niblack, Hosea W. Parker, Eli Perry, 
Potter, Price. Randall, Read, John M. Rice, Ritchie, 
William R. Roberts. Roosevelt, Sherwood, Shober, 
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in which the concurrence of the House was 
requested : 

A bill (S. No. 570) transferring certain pow- 
ers and duties to the Department of Justice, 
and providing a seal therefor. 

EDUCATIONAL FUND. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill (H. R. No. 1048) to establish an educa- 
tional fund, and to apply the proceeds of the 
public lands to the education of the people. 

The next question was upon agreeing to 
the following substitute, proposed by Mr. 
BuRCHARD: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert 
the following: 

That the net proceeds arising from the sale, entry, 
location, or other disposition of the public lands of 
the United States are hereby set apart and annually 


appropriated for the maintenance of common schools 


for the free education of all the children in the 
United States of suitableschool age, which proceeds 


|| shall be distributed to each State and Territory, and 
| to the District of Columbia, in proportion to its re- 


Slater, Sloss, Stevens, Storm, Sutherland, Terry, | 


Dwight Townsend, Tuthill, Van Trump, Vaughan, 
Waddell, Warren, Wells, Winchester, Wood, and 


Young—76. 


NAYS—Messrs. Ambler, Arthur, Averill, Banks, 


Jarber, Barry, Beatty, Beveridge, Bingham, Austin 


Blair, George M. Brooks, Buckley, Buflinton, Bur- | 


chard, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. 
T. Clarke, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, 
Coburn, Coghlan, Conger, Cotton, Creely, Dawes, 
Dickey, Donnan. Duell, Eames, Ely, Finkelnburg, 
Charles Foster, Wilder D. Foster, Frye, Garfield, 
Goodrich, Halsey, Harmer, Havens, Hawley, Hay, 


Hays, Gerry W. Hazleton, John W. Hazleton, Hill, 


Hoar, Hooper, Houghton, Kelley, Kellogg, Kerr, 
Ketcham, Killinger, Lamport, Lowe, Lynch, Man- 
son, Marshall, Maynard, McGrew, McJunkin, Mer- 
riam, Monroe, Moore, Morphis, Leonard Myers, 
Negley, Orr, Packard, Packer, Isaac C. Parker, 
Peck, Pendleton, Perce, Aaron F. Perry, Poland, 
Porter, Prindle, Rainey, Edward Y. Rice, Ellis 
H. Roberts, Rusk, Sargent, Sawyer, Seeley, Shanks, 
Shellabarger, John A. Smith, Worthington C. 
Smith, Snapp, Thomas J. Speer, Sprague, Stark- 
weather, Stevenson, Stoughton, Stowell, 
Swann, Taffe, Thomas, Washington Townsend, 
Turner, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, Wakeman, Walden, 
Waldron. Wallace, Walls, Wheeler, Whiteley, Wil- 
lard, Williams of Indiana, Jeremiah M. Wilson, and 
Jobn T. Wilson—117. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Archer, Barnum, 
Bell, Bigby, Carroll, Comingo, Critcher, Darrall, 
De Large, Dunnell, Edwards, Elliott, Farnsworth, 
Farwell, Hale, Hambieton, George E. Harris, Ken- 
dall, Kinsella, Lansing, McCrary, McKee, Me- 
Neely, Mercur, Benjamin F. Meyers, Mitchell, 
Morey, Palmer, Peters, Platt, Robinson, Rogers, 
Scofield, Sessions, Sheldon, Shoemaker, Slocum, 
H. Boardman Smith, Snyder, R. Milton Speer, St. 
John, Sypher, Voorhees, Whitthorne, and Williams 


of New York—46. 


So the substitute was not agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, communicated 


‘to the House by Mr. Gornam, its Secretary, 
| announced that the Senate had passed with 


an amendment, in which the concurrence of 
the House was requested, a bill of the follow- 
ing title: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1071) making appropria- 
tions for the payment of invalid and other 
pensions of the United States for the year 


ending June 30, 1873. 


j 


The message further announced that the 


the Treasury shall cause the net proceeds of said || Senate had passed a bill of the following title, 


Strong, | 





spective population as ascertained by thecensus last 
preceeding such distribution. 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
cause an account to be taken after the close of each 
fiscal year, and ascertain the amount of expendi- 
tures during the last preceding fiscal year incurred 


| in or occasioned by the survey, sale, location, entry. 


or other disposition of the public lands of the United 
States, including appropriations for the expenses of 
the general and district land offices during such year, 
and the total receipts from the sale or other disposi 
tion of such lands, including all fees received at such 
offices, and shall, on or before the lst day of Decem- 
ber of each year, certify to the Seeretary of the In- 
terior the amount of the net cash proceeds from the 
sale, entry, location, or other disposition ofsuch lands 
after deducting such expenses and expenditures. 

Sec. 3. That upon the receipt of such certificate 
the Commissioner of Education, under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Interior, shall proceed to 
apportion, upon the basis of population, the amount 
so certified to the District of Columbia and Terri- 
tories of the United States, and to each State wherein 
provision is made by law for the free education of 
all the children thereof between the ages of six and 
fifteen years, and shall certify to the Secretary of 
the Treasury of the United States such apportion 
ment, and to the superintendent of public instruc- 
tion of each State and Territory, or other officer 
empowered by the laws of such State or Territory to 
perform the duty herein enjoined, the amount so 
apport ioned to such State or Territory. 

Sec. 4. That the superintendent of public instruc 
tion of each State and Territory, or such other officer 
as shall, by the laws of such State or Territory, be 
requiredso todo, shall immediately, upon the receipt 
of such certificate, proceed to apportion the amount 
so certified to his State or Territory to the several 
districts therein which shall have maintained for at 
least three months during the preceding year a freo 
school for all the children of such district between 
the ages of six and fifteen years, which apportion- 
ment shall be upon the basis of the population of 
such district, and*the amount so apportioned shall 
be solely applied in payment of teachers’ wages ; 
the said superintendent or officer shall report his 
apportionment so made to the Commissioner of 
Education, who thereupon, under the direction of 
the Secretary of the Interior, shall certify the same, 


| or so much thereof as appears regular aud correct, 


to the Secretary of the Treasury, and to such super- 
intendent or other oflicer designated as aforesaid. 
Sec, 5. That the amount apportioned to the school 
districts of any State, and certified as herein pro 
vided, shall be paid upon the warrant of the Com- 
missioner of Education, countersigned by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, out of the Treasury of the Uni 


| ted States, to the State or territorial treasurer. or 


to such officer as shall be designated by the laws of 
such State or Territory to receive, account for, and 
pay over the same to the several districts entitled 
thereto under such apportionment, which treasurer 
or officer shall be required to report, on or before the 
lst day of November of each year, to the Commis 

sioner of Education, a detailed statement of the 
payments made, and balance in his hands withheld, 
unclaimed, or for any cause unpaid. 

Sec. 6. Taoat in case any State or Territory shall 
misapply, or allow to be misapplied, squandered, or 
in any Manner appropriated or used other than for 
the purposes herein required, the funds, or any part 
thereof, received under the provisions of this act, 
or shall fail to report, as herein provided, through 
its proper officers, the disposition thereof, such State 
or Territory sball forfeit its right to any subsequent 
apportionment by virtue hereof, until the fall 
amountso misapplied, lost, or misappropriated shall 
have been replaced by such State or Territory and 
applied as herein required, and until such report 
shall have been made, 

Sec. 7. That the Commissioner of Education shall 
be ex-officio superintendent of public instruction for 


| the District of Columbia, and as such shall make 


the apportionment, returns, report, and certificates 
for said District of Columbia, in the manner and for 
the purposes and under the limitations prescribed 
in section four of this act, and the money thus ap- 
yortioned in said District shall be paid out of the 
Treasury of the United States to the proper offieers 
entitled to receive, use, account for, or pay over the 


i} game, as may be provided by law. 
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laken upon agreeing to 


HUN ion there were-— 


» result of the vote was announced, 


Mr. BINGHAM 


called for tellers. 


leliers were ordered, but betore they were 
appoint d, 
Mr. AMBLER called for the yeas and nays. 
(he yeas and nays were ordered. 
lhe question was taken: andit was decided 
negalive—yeas 100, nays 108, not voting 
as tollows: 
Y KAS—Meeers. Ambler, Averill, Banks, Barry, 
. Bingham, Austin Blair, George M. Brooks, 
kliey, Butfinton, Burchard, Burdett, Benjamin F. 
er, Roderick R. Butler, William T. Clarke, Free- 
n Clarke, Cobb, Conger, Creely, Darrall, Dawes, 
1) ey, Dunnell, ! ‘3, Farwell, Charles Foster, 
Vilder D. Foster, Frye, Garfield, Hule, Halsey. Har- 
r, Hlawley, Gerry W. Hi ton, John W. Hazle- 
Hoar, Hooper, Kell Kellogg, Ketcham, Kil- 
rer, Lamport, Lansing, Lowe, Lynch, Maynard, 
MeGrew, McJunkin, McKee, Mercur, Merriam, Mon- 
roe, Morey, Morpt L rd Myers, Negley, Pack- 
ird, Packer, Palmer. Isaac C. Parker, Peck, Pen- 
lleton, Peree, Aaron F. Perry, Peters, Platt, Poland, 
Porter, Prindle, Rainey, Ellis IL. Roberts, Sawyer, 
‘ y, Ses me, Shank s llabarger, John A, 
th. Worthington C. Smith, Snapp, Snyder, 
progue aaa ather, Stoughton, Stowell, Strong, 
pher, Thomas, Washington Townsend, Turner, 


['wichell, Upson, Wak 


man, Wa 


len, Waldron, Wal- 


\| So 


lace, Walls. Wheeler, Willard, Williams of Indiana, 
ind John T. Wilson—100. 

NAYS—Messrsa. Acker, Adams, Arthur, Barber, 
Barnum, Bock, Beveridge, Bigby, Biggs, Bird, James 
‘fy bb iit, Draxt n, Bright, James Brooks, Caldwell, 
Campbell, Carroll, Coghlan, Comingo, Conner, Cot- 
ton, C x. Cre . Criteher, Crossland, Davis, Donnan, 
Dox, Dubs Duell, Duke, Edwards, Eldridge, Ely, 
| tr stan Forker, Henry D. Foster, Garrett, 
(letz, ‘G itladay, Goodrich, Griffith, Haldeman, Han- 

k, Handley, Hanks, Harper, George E. Harris, 

J | llarr a, ihe etord Herndon, Hibbard, Hol- 
un, Kerr, King amie yn. Leach, Lewis, Manson, 
Mar MecCleliand, MeCormick, McHenry, Me- 
il re \ Kinney a N ce ly, Merrick, Morgan, Nib- 
Hosea W. Parker, Eli Perry, Potter, Price, 
Randall, Read, Kdward Y. Rice, John M. Lice, 
it f William R. Roberts, Robinson, Roosevelt, 
rent, Sheldon, Sherwood, Shober, Slater, Slo- 

u s s, Stevens, Storm, Sutherland, Swann, 
In erry, Dwight Townsend, Tuthill, Tyner, 
\ rump, Vaughan, Voorhees, Waddell, Warren, 
Wells. . hiteles Whitthorne, Winchester, Wood, 
and Y 108, 

NO'l VOTING Mesers. Ames, Archer, Bell, Co- 
burn, De Large, Elliott, Farnsworth. Hambleton, | 
Ilavens, Hay, Hays, Hill, Houghton, Kendall, Kin 
ella, MeCrary, Benjamin F. Meyers, Mitchell, Moore, | 
Orr, Rogers, Rusk, Scofield, Shoemaker, H. Board- 
man Smith, R. Milton Speer, Thomas J. Speer, Ste- 
venson, St. John, Willtams of New York, and Jere- 
miah M. Wilson—31. 


So the substitute of Mr. BurcHaRrp was not 


igreed to. 
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The SPEAKER. The next question is upon 
he substitute offered by the gentleman from 
King, ] which will be read. 
Che Clerk read as follows: 


Re ttenacted by the Senate and House of Repre senta- 
the United States of A 


. cerica in Congress assem- 
(, That fifty 


per cent. of the net proceeds aris- 
of the public lands, forthe period 
ten years from and after the 30th day of July, 1872, 
re hereby set apart and granted to the ten south- 
rn States, namely: Virginia, North Carolina, South 
tina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, 
isiana, Arkansas, and Texas, to aid in establish- 
rand promoting public schools in said States. 
sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Interior shall 
iuse anaccount to be taken upon the close of each 
il year, during said period of ten years, and 
ertain the total net proceeds arising from the 
iles or other disposition of the public lands of the 
nited States, atter deducting all expenses and ex- 
irily and lawfully incurred in the 
location, entry, or other disposition of 
forsaid year, and shall certify, to the Sec- 
iry of the Treasury, the amount of the net cash 
oceeds trom the sale, entry, location, 
sition « *h lands as aforesaid, 
xpenses and expenditures, &e. 


2 
SEC. do. 


nf suc 


» Secretary of the Treasury shall cause fifty per 
nt, of the amount so certified, for each year of said 
ri vd, to be distributed and paid over tothe States 

‘ve named, in proportion to the population of 
ich of said States respectively, 

sro. 4. That when the distributive 
d States, for 
‘ tained, 


share due to 
each of said years, shall be 
as above provided, the Secretary of the 
easury shall transfer and pay the same to such 
rson or persons as shall be appointed or desig- 
ite i by ict of the Legislatures respectively 
ites for that purpose, upon such person or per- 
ns executing to said Treasurer proper vouchers or 
eipts therefor. 
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Che question being taken on the substitute, 


was declared not aaveod to, 


after deducting | 


or other dis- | 


Chat upon the receipt of such certificate | 


| 


i 


| 


of said | 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


r. KING. I eall for the yeas and nays. 
lhe yeas and nays were ordered. 
lhe question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 53, nays 132, not voting 
54: us follows: 
Y EAS—Messrs. 


Braxton, Bright, James 
bell, Carroll, Comingo, Conner, 
Darrall, Dox, DuBose, Duke, 
luday, Hancock, Handley, Harper, John 'T. Harris, 
jLerndon, King, Lamison, Leach, Lewis, McCormick, 
McHenry, Melntyre, McKee, McKinney, MeNeely, 
Morphis, Hoses W. Parker, Read, Join M. Rice, 
William R. Roberts, Shober, Slater, Sloss, Stevens, 
Storm, Sypher, Terry, Turner, Vaughan, Waddell, 
Whitthorne, Wood, and Young—53. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Ambler, Averill, Banks, 
Barber, Barnum, Beatty, Beveridge, Singnam, Bird, 
Austin Blair, George M. Brooks, Buckley, Butlin- 
ton, Burchard, Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Roder- 
ick K. Butler, William ‘I. Clarke, Freeman Clarke . 

| Cobb, Coburn, Coghlan,Conger,Cotton,Creely, Davis, 
Donnan, Duell, Dunnell, Eames, Eldridge, Farwell, 
Finkelnburg, Forker, Charlies Foster, Henry D. Fos- 
ter, Wilder D. Foster, Frye, Garfield, Getz, Goodrich, 
Griffith, Haldeman, peleey, . Harmer, Hawiey, Hay, 


Acker, Arthur, James G. Blair, 
Brooks, Caldwell, Camp- 
Criteher, Crossland, 


Edwards, Garrett, Gol- 


Gerry W. Hazleton, John W. Hazleton, Hill, Hoar, 
Holman, Hooper, Kelley, Koln Kerr, Killinger, 


Lamport, Lansing, Lowe, Lynch, Manson, Marshall, 
Maynard, McCielland, MeGrew, McJunkin, Mercur, 
Merriam, Merrick, Monroe mergen Lesnaee Myers, 


Negley, Niblack, Orr, Pack card, Packer, Palmer, 
Peck, Pendleton, Perce, Eli Perry, Peters, Platt, 
Poland, Porter, Prindle, Rainey, Randall, Edward 


Y. Rice, Ritchie, Ellis H. Roberts, Roosevelt, Sar- 
gent, Sawyer, Seeley, Sessions, Shanks, Shellabarger, 
Sherwood, John A. Smith, Worthington C. Smith, 
Snapp, Soayder, Sprague, Starkweather, Stoughton, 


Stowell, Strong, Swann, Taffe, Thomas, Washing- 
ea Townsend, Tuthill, Twichell, Tyner, Upson, 

an Tramp, Wakeman, Walden, W aldron, Walls, 
W arren, Wheeler, Whiteley, Willard, Williams ot 
Indiana, Jere mish M. Wilson, John T. Wilson, 
and Winchester—132. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Archer, Barry, | 
Beck, Bell, Bigby, Biggs. Cox, Crebs, Crocker, 
Dawes, De Large, Jickey, Elliott, Ely, Farnsworth, 
ILale, Tambleton, Hanks, George E. Harris, Havens, 


Hays, Hereford, Hibbard, Houghton, 
Ketcham, Kinsella, McCrary, Benjamin 
Mitchell, Moore, Morey, Isaac 


Kendall, 
F. Meyers, 
C. Parker, Aaron 


Fk. Perry, Potter, Price, Robinson, Rogers, Rusk, 
Scofield, Sheldon, Suoe maker, Slocum, H. Board- 
man Smith, - Milton Speer, Thomas J. Speer, 
Stevenson, St. John, Sutherland, Dwight Town- 


send, Wocthans Wallace, Wells, and Williams of 


New York—54, 
the substitute of Mr. 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The next amendment is 
in the nature of a substitute, offered by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Bricur. } 
lhe Clerk will report it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Kina was not 


| A bill granting public lands for the endowment of 
a university in each State. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That there be granted to each of the 
States now composing the United States, and to 
each new State as it shall 
Union of the United States, for the purposes here- 


be admitted into the | 
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| send, 
thorne, 


| ter, Wilder D. Foster, 


| Ketcham, 


inatter mentioned, one million acres of public land: | 


Provided, That no mineral lands shall be granted or 
selecte nd under the provisions of this act. 

sko, 2. That the l: he aforesaid shall be surveyed for 
apportionment to the several States in sections or 
subdivisions of sections not less than a quarter sec- 
tion; and should there be public lands in a State 
subject to sale at private entry at $1 25 per acre, 
the quantity of land to which such States shall he 
entitled shall be selected from such lands within the 
limits of such State; and the Secretary of the In- 
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tal of which shall remain forever undiminished, a) 
the interest of which sball be inviolably appro pri 
ated by each State which may accept the bene Bt o f 
this act to the founding, endowment, and maj 
nance of one State university within the limire 
such State, for the teaching of all branches of leary 
ing us sually taught in universities: Provided, 'T| vat 
each new State, as it may be admitted into the Unio n 
of the United States, shall be entitled to all the bene- 
fits and subject to all the conditions of this act, 


Mr. BRIGHT demanded the yeas and nays, 

The House divided; and there were ayes 
nineteen; nota sufficient number. 

Mr. YOUNG demanded tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

The House divided; and there were ayes 
thirty-seven. 

The SPEAKER. That is enough to order 
the yeas and nays, and they will be considered 
as ordered if there be no objection. 

There was po objection ; and the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 42, nays 145, not voting 
52; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Acker, Arthur, Beck, James G. 
Blair, Bright, Caldwell, Campbell, Comingo, Cross- 
Sate Duke, ‘Ely, Forker, Gurrett, Getz, Hane ock, 

John T. H: irris, Herndon, Kiug, Lamison, Le ach, 
Lewis, McHenry, Melntyre, Morgan, Eli- Pe rry, 
Price, John M. Rice, Ritchie, William R. Robe rts, 
Roosevelt, Shober, Storm. Terry, Dwight Town- 


Turner, V augh: in, Waddell, Warren, Whit- 
Wood, and Young—42. 


NAYS —Messrs. Ad: ims, A mbler, Banks, Barber, 
Barry, Beatty, Beveridge, Bigby, Bingham, Bird, 


Austin Blair, Braxton, George M. 
Buffinton, Burchard, Burdett, Benj: umin F, Buile rT, 
Roderick R. Butler, Freeman Clarke, William T, 
Clarke, Cobb, Coburn, Coghlan, Conger, Cotton, Cox, 
Crebs, Creely, Critcher, Darrall, Dickey, Donnan, 
Dox, Duell, Dunnell, Eames, Edwards, Kidridge, 
Farnsworth, Farwell, Finkelnburg, Henry D. Fos- 
Frye, Garfield, Goodrich, Grif- 
fith, Halk leman, Halsey, Handley, Harmer, Harp er 
George E. Harris, Havens, Hawley, Hay, li ays, 
Gerry W. Hazleton, John W. Hazleton, Hereford, 
Hibbard, Holman, Hooper, Kelley, Kellogg, Kerr, 
Killinger, Lansing, Lowe, Lynch. Man- 
gon, Maynard, McClelland. McGrew, MeJunkin, 
Me ‘Kee, Mercur, Merriam, Merrick, Monroe, Moore, 
Morphis, Leon: urd Myers, Negley, Niblack, Orr, 
Packard, Packer, Palmer, Isaac a Parker, Peck, 
Pendleton, Perce, Peters, Platt, Poland, Porter, 
Potter, Rainey, Randall, Edward Y. Rice, Ellis H. 
Roberts, Rusk, Sargent, Sawyer, Seeley, Sessions, 
Shanks, Shellabarger, Sherwood, Slater, Sloss, John 
A. Smith. Worthington C. Smith, Snapp, Snyder, 
Thomas J. Speer, Sprague, Starkweather, Stevens, 
Stoughton, Stowell, Strong, Sutherland, Swann, 
‘Taffe, Thomas, Washington ponenmt, Twichell, 
Tyner, Upson, Van Trump, Voorhees, Wakeman, 
Walden, Waldron, Wallace, Walls, W heeler, White- 
ley, Willard, Williams of Indiana, and Jeremiah 
M. Wilson—145. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Archer, Averill, 
Barnum, Bell, Biggs, James Brooks, Carroll, Conner, 
Davis, Dawes, De Large, Du Bose, Elliott, Charles 
Foster, Hale, Hambleton, Hanks, Hill, Hoar, Houg- 
ton, Kendall, Kinsella, Lamport, Marshall, McCor- 
mick, McCrary, McKinney, McNeely, Benjamin F. 
Myers, Mitchell, Morey, Hosea W. Parker, Aaron F. 
Perry, Prindle, Read, Robinson, Rogers, Scofield, 
Sheldon, Shoemaker, Slocum, H. Boardman Smith, 
Milton R. Speer, Stevenson, St. John, Sypher, Tut- 
hill, Wells, Williams of New York, John ‘I. Wilson, 


Brooks, Bue kley, 


|} and Winchester—d2. 


terior is hereby directed to issue to each of the States || 
in which there may be no public lands, or in which || 


there may not be the quantity of public lands 


subject to sale at private entry at $1 25 per acre | 


to which the State may be entitled under the pro- 
visions of this act, land scrip to the amount of the 
deficiency of its quota, said scrip to be sold by said 


Sates and the proceeds thereof applied to the uses | 
purpose | 


and purposes of this act, and for no other 
whatever: Provided, That no State shall be per- 
mitted to locate said scrip within the limits of any 
other State or Territory, but their assignees may 
locate the same on any of the unappropriated lands 


of the United States subject to sale at private entry | 


| at $1 2 , Dar acre or less 

Ske. 3. That all the expenses of ms unagement and 
taxes, hom the date of the selection of said lands, 
previous to their sales, and all expenses incurred in 
the management and disbursement of the moneys 
which may be received therefrom, shall be paid by 
the States to which they belong, out of the treasury 
of said States, so that the entire proceeds of the sales 
of said lands shall be applied, without any diminu- 
tion, to the purposes hereinafter mentioned, 

Sec. 4. That all moneys derived from the sale of 
the land or scrip aforesaid by the States shall be 
invested in such stocks or sesurities by the States 
as will yield the largest amount of interest consist- 
ent with the security of the fund, and the fund so 

| invested shall constitute a perpetual fund, the capi- 


l 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The question next recurred on Mr. Camp- 
BELL’S substitute, as follows: 


A bill for the education of the children of African 
descent in the several States wherein slavery ex- 
isted at the commencement of the late rebellion. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That a sum equal to one half the whole 
amount of the tax on cotton which has been paid 
into the Treasury of the United States under the 
provisions of the act entitled **An act to provide 
internal revenue to support the Government and to 
pay interest on the public debt,” approved July 1, 
1862, shall be hereaiter appropriated and so invested 
as to constitutea perpetual fund, the capital of which 
shall remain forever undiminished, and the annaal 
interest thereon shall be regularly applied, without 
diminution, to the education of thechildrenof Atfri- 
can descent in the several States wherein slavery 
existed at the commencement of the late rebellion. 

Sec. 2. That when the said sum of money shall be 
specifically appropriated by Congress for the purpose 
aforesaid, the President shall appoint, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, a board of re- 
gents, consisting of five citizens of the United States 
of African descent, who, in conjunction with the 
Secretary of the Treasury, who shall be ex officio 
member of said board, shall invest said fund in siocks 
of the United States®r of the States, or some other 
safe stocks, yielding not less than five per cent. on 
the par valueot said stocks; and the said five regents 
shall each receive an annual salary of $4,000, and 
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shall give bond in such sum and with such security 
may be required by the Attorney General for the 
faithful discharge of his duties under the provisions 

f this act. 

Spi .3. [That it shall be the duty of said board of 
regents to expend the annual interest accruing from 
said stocks forthe purpose of educating the children 

African descent in the several States in which 
slavery existed at the commencement of the late 
lion, exclusively, in such manner as in the 
judgment of the board will secure the most rapid 
advancement of their moral and intellectual con- 
dition; and they shall annually, on the first Mon- 
day of December, make a full report of their pro- 

lings, setting forth in detail the manner of 
their investments, the interest accruing thereon, the 
spwount of money received, the amount paid out, 
and the purpose of each expenditure, and they shall 
transmit @ copy of said report to the secretary of 
siate and to the Governor of each of the States 
aforesaid, 

Sec. 4. That the expenditure of said fund by said 

ard of regents among the several States aforesaid 
shall be pro rata upon the basis of the children of 
African descent under the age of eighteen years in 
suid States, according to the census of 1870, and of 
each succeeding census hereafter taken by authority 
of Congress. 


Mr. CAMPBELL demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. YOUNG moved the House adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The substitute was rejected. 


The question next recurred on Mr. Copurn’s 
substitute, as follows: 


A bill to establish an educational fund, and toapply 
the proceeds of the public lands to the education 
of the people. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentctives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the net proceeds of the public lands 
are hereby forever consecrated and set apart for the 

educ ation of the peop le. 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Interior shall 
cause an account to be taken upon the close of each 
fiscal year, and ascertain the total receipts from the 
eale or other disposition of the public lands of the 
United States, including all fees received atthe gen- 
eral and district land offices during such year, and 
the amount of expenditures incurred or occasioned 
by the survey, sale, location, entry, or other disposi- 
tion of such lands, ine luding appropriations for the 
expenses of the said offices tor said year, and shall 
certify to the Secretary of the Treasury the amount 
of the net cash proceeds from the sale, entry, loca- 
tion, or other disposition of such lands as aforesaid, 
after deducting such expenses and expenditures. 

Sec. 3. ‘That upon the receipt of the certificate of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the Commissioner of 
Education, under the direction of the Secret: iry of 
the Interior, shall proceed to apportion, to the sey- 

ral States and to the District of Columbia, upon 
the basis of illiterate population, and the amount 
of funds and value of school property, the net pro- 
ceeds of the public lands for the prev ious y ear, such 
apportionment as to population to be according to 
the last preceding general census of the United 

States, and as to amounts and values according to 

the reports of State officers. In estimating the share 

to which each State may be entitled, the Secretary 
of the Interior shall allot the same in proportion to 
the illiterate population, and shall also take into 
account the amount of school funds and the value 
of school property in such States, allotting to the 

tates having the greater number of illiterate per- 
sons and the smaller amounts of fundsand property 
the greater proportions of such moneys. 

Src. 4. That each of the States and said District 
shall be entitled to receive its shareof the distribu- 
tion under such apportionment which shall, before 
the lst day of January, 1873, or within two months 
of the first meeting of its ‘Legislature thereafter, 
have, by its Legislature, engaged that it will pro- 
vide by law for the free education of all its children 
between the ages of six and sixteen years, for at 
least a term of three months in each year, and will 


repe 
I 


apply all moneys which it shali receive under this | 


act in accordance w ith its conditions. 

Src. 5. That a sum not exceeding fifty per cent. of 
the amount received from the United States by any 
State, or by the District of Columbia, the first year 
of such receipt by it, and nct exceeding the amount 
of ten per cent. in any year thereafter, may be up- 
plied, at the discretion of the Legislature thereof, 
to the maintenance of one or more schools for the 
instruction of teachers of common schools; said 
sum after the first year to be appropriated wholly 
to the payment of teachers of such schools. 

Sec. 6. That each State and said District shall be 
entitled to receive its share of every apportionment 
after the first which shall have complied with the 
following conditions: 

first, That it shall have made the provision for 
the education of its children’ required in the fifth 
Section of this act. 

Secondly. That it shall have epplied all moneys 
by it previously received under this act in accord- 
ance therewith, 

Thirdly. That it shall, through the proper officer 
thereof, tor the year ending the 30th day of June 
last preceding such apportionment, make full re- 
port of the number of schools free to all the chil- 
dren thereof; the number of teachers employed; 
the number of school-houses owned and the number 





| 


|| of school-houses hired; 
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|} each State 
| ceive its share of the 
| andthe amountof sur 


| gress, in orderthatit may, 


| be required so to do, 





| district between the age 
which apportionment shall be upon the basis of the | 


| law determined by such State, 


| districts of any State or 


| misauly: 


the total number 
dren taught during the year; the actual daily at- 
tendance; and the actual number of months of the 
year schools shail have been maintained in each of 
the several school districts or divisions of said State 
or District, and the amounts appropriated by th: 
Legislature for the purpose of maintaining a system 
ot free public schools, 

fourth/y. That such State or District shall pare 
provided by law forth trial and punishmentof : 
person w! ioOmay misap ply, mfsap propriate, sq snaibes. 
or embezzlesuch tunds,or knowint ly consent thereto. 


of chil- 


Skc. 7. That on or before the Ist day of Septem- 
ber in each year the Commissioner of Education 
shall certify to the Seeretary of the Treasury, as to 


and District, whether it is entitled to re- 
yportionment under this act, 
h share, which shall thereupon 
be entitled to receive the same. If the Commissioner 
shall withhold a certifieate from either, its share of 
such apportionment shall be kept se parate in the 
Treasury until the close of the next session of Con- 
if it see fit, appeal to Con- 
gress from the determination of the Commsssioner, 
if -C ongress shall not at its next session direct such 
Share to be paid, it shall be added to the general edu- 
cationa : fund, 

SE That the superintendent of public instrue- 
tion of e each State and ot said District, or such other 
officer as shall by the laws of such State or District 
shall, immediately upon the 
receipt of the certificate provided in section four, 
proceed to apportion the amount so certified to his 
State or District, to the several school districts 
therein which shall have maintained, for at least 
three months during the precedingyear, one or more 
free public schools for al ' the children of suchschool 
of six and sixteen years, 





population of such district, or of thenumber of chil- 
dren of school age therein, or of the attendance upon 
said schools during the year preceding, as may be by 
Territory, or District, 
and the amount so apportioned shall be solely 
applied in payment of teachers’ wages, 

Src. 9. That the amount apportioned to the school 
Territory, or of the District 
of Columbia, and certified as herein provided, shall 
be paid upon the warrant of the Commissioner of 
Education, countersigned by the Seeretary of the 
Interior, out of the Treasury of the United States 
to the State, territorial, or District treasury, ortosue h 
officer as shall be designated by the laws of such 
State, Territory, or District to receive, account for, 
and pay over the same to the several school districts 
entitled thereto under such apportionment, which 
treasurer or officer shall be required to report, onor 
before the 30th day of June of each year, to the 
Commissioner of Education, a detailed statement 
of the payments made and balance in his hands 
withheld, unclaimed, or for any cause unpaid. The 
term “‘school district,’’ as used inthis act, shall in- 
clude cities, towns, parishes, or such other corpora 
tions as by law are clothed with the power of main- 
taining schools. 

c. 10. That in case any State orsaid Districtshall 
or allowed to be misapplied, or in any 
manner appropriated or used other than forthe pur- 
poses herein required, the funds, or any part thereof, 
received under the provisions of this act, or shall 
fail to comply with thee onditions he rein prescribed, 
or to report as herein provided through its proper 
officers, the disposition thereof, such State or Ter 
ritory shall forteit its right to any subsequent appor- 
tionment by virtue hereof, until the full amount so 
cnanppiine lost, or misappropri: ated, shall have been 
replaced by such State or Territory and applied 
herein required, and until such report shall have 
been made; and all apportionments so forfeited and 
withheld shall be added to and becOme part of the 


| principal of the educational fund hereby created; 


Provided, That the conditions herein prescribed may 
be subject to such modification or addition as Con- 
gress may hereafter deem necessary for the better 
accomplishment of the purposes of this act. 

Sec. ll. That thecireuit courts of the United States 
shall have exclusive jurisdiction ofall offenses com- 
mitted against the provisions of this act, and shall 
have power and authority by the proper writ to 
compel the performance of the duties Rerein required 


| by any officer herein mentioned, and to restrain any 


undue and improper performance of such duties, 


Mr. HEREFORD. I ask unanimous con- 
sent to move an amendment. 

Mr. PERCE. I object. 

Mr. HEREFORD. Let it be read. 

Mr. PERCK. I object. 

The question was then taken upon agreeing 
to the substitute moved by Mr. Copurn; and 
upon a division, there were—ayes 71, noes 87. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. COBURN called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken ; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 67, nays 146, not voting 
26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Banks, Barber, Barry, Austin Blair, 
George M. Brooks, Buckley, Buffinton, Burdett, 
Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick R. Butler, Freeman 
Clarke, William T. Clarke, Cobb, Coburn, Cotton, 


Darrail, Donnan, Duell, Farwell, Charles Foster, 
Wilder D. Foster, Goodrich, Hale, Harmer, George E. 
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ii Harris, Havens, Hays, John W. Hazleton, Hill, Hoar, i 


| all 


| amendments to the pending bill. 


885 


Houghton, Ketcham, Lamport, 
nard, McGrew, McKee, Morey, Morphis, Orr, Pack- 
5 alee, Isaac Cy Parker, Peck, Perce, Porter, 
Prin ‘ Raine y,E 3; H. R ber 3, Seeley, 


Lansing, Lowe, May- 
rd 
at e 


Sessions, 









Shanks, Sheldon, Snapp, Snyder, Stowell, Sypher, 
Thomas, Turner, Twie ra Upson, Wakeman, Wal- 
lace, Wheeler, Whiteley,and Williams of Indiana—67. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ac kee, Adams, Amblen Arthur, 
Averill, Barnum, Beatty, Beck, Beveridge. Bigby, 
siges, Bingham, Bird, James GQ. Blair, Braxton, 
Bright, James Brooks, Caldwell, Campbell, Carroll, 
Coghlan, Comingo, Conger, Conner, Cox, Crebs, Cree- 
ly, Criteher, Crossland, Davis, Dickey, Dox, DuBose, 
Duke, Dunnell, Eames, Edwar-is, Eldridge. Ely, 
Farns vorth, Finkelnburg, Forkee, Tenry D. Foster, 
erve, Garfield, Garrett, Getz, Golladay, Griffith, Hal- 
eman, Hi lee y, Hancock, Handl y, Hanks, Harper, 
See tC. Harri thay y, lay. Gerry W. Hazleton, 
Hereford, Hey ado Hibbard, i Iman, Hooper, Kel- 

y, Kellogg, Kerr “Killing r, King, Lamison, Leach, 
Lewis, Lynch, Manson, M irshall, McClelland, Me- 
Cormick, McHenry, Mel: » MeJunukin, MeKin- 

y, MeNeely, Mereur, } . Merrick, Moore, 
Morgan, Leenard Myers, | Niblack, Packer, 
Hosea W. Parker, Pendleton, Eii Perry, Peters, 
Potand, oe Price, Randall, Read, Edward xX. 
Rice, John M. Rie Rit enue, W Litlain R. Ri ibe rts, 
Robinson, Rooseve It. Rusk, Sargent, Sawyer, Shel- 


labarger, Sherwood, Shober, Slate 
Smith, Worthington C, Smith, Thomas J. Speer, 
Sprague, Starkweather, Slevens, Storm, Stoughton, 
Strong, Sutherland, Swann, Taffe, Terry, Dwight 
lownsend, Washington Townsend, Tuthill. Tyner, 
Van Trump, Vaughan, Voorhees, Waddell, Walden 
Waldron, Walls, Warren, Weils, Whitthorne, Wil- 
lard, Jeremiah M. Wilson, Winchester, Wood, and 
Young—146. 
NOT VOLING—Messrs. Ames, 

chard, Dawes, De Large, Elliott, 
dall, Kinsella, McCrary, Benjamin F. Meyers, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Aaron F. Perry, Platt, Rogers, 
Scofield, Shoemaker, Slocum, H. Boardman Smith, 
R. Milton Speer, Stevenson, St. John, Williams of 
New York, and John T. Wilson—26. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 


r, Sloss, John A, 


Areher, Bell, 
Hamble ton, 


Bur- 
Ken- 


During the call of the roll, 


Mr. MeCLELLAND said: My colleague, 
Mr. B. F. Meyers, is paired with my other 


colleague, Mr. SHOEMAKER. 

The result of the vote was then announced 
as above recorded. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Mississippi. I move o 
reconsider the vote by which the substitute 
offered by the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
BuRCHARD ] was rejected. 


Mr. PERCE. And I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 
Mr. COX. I rise to a question of, I think, 


higher privilege than the motion of the gentle 

from Mississippi, [Mr. Harats. ] 

The SPEAKER. What is that? 

Mr. COX. I desire to move to reconsider 
the votes which have been taken on the 


TheSPEAKER. ‘The gentleman cannot do 
business by wholesale in that way. 

Mr. COX. It has been done before 

The SPEAKER. Only by general consent ; 
not otherwise. The gentleman must that 
that would be evidently an unfair mode of 
bringing the House to avote. How did the gen- 


see 


|| tleman from Mississippi [Mr. Harris] vote on 


the substitute of the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Burcnarp?] 

Mr. HARRIS, of Mississippi. 
the prevailing side. I voted ‘no.’ 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. COX. Andon that motion I call for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. PERCE 
do now adjourn. 

The question being put on the motion to 
adjourn, there were—ayes 94, noes 88. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I call for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 116, nays 94, not voting 
29; as follows: 


I voted on 


And I move that the House 


Y EAS—Mesgsrs. Ambler, Averill, Banks, Barber, 
Jarry, Beatty, Beveridge, Bighy, Biggs, Bingham, 
George M. Brooks, Buckley, Buffinton, Burchard, 
Burdett, Benjamin F. Butler, Roderick HK. Butler, 
Freeman Clarke, William T, Clarke, Cobb, Coburn, 
Conger, Cotton, Creely, Darrall, Dawe an ey, 
Donnan, Duell, Dunnell, Eames, Edwards, Farn 
worth, Farwell, Charles Foster, Wilder D. Foster, 
Frye, Garfie'd, Hale, Halsey, Harmer, George BE. 
Harrm, Hawley, Gerry W, Hazleton. John W. Ilozle- 
ton, Hill, Hoar, Hooper, Houghton, Kelley, Keil 


KE. 
Ketcham, Lamport, Lansing, Lowe, Lynch, Muy- 









} 
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% 
a 
3 


RAG 


nard. MeGrew, McJunkin, McKee, Mercur, Mer- 
riam, Monroe, Moore, Morey, Morphis, Leonard 
Myers, Negiey, Orr, Packard, Packer, Palmer, Isaac 
C. Parker, Peck, Peudleion, Perce, Aaron F. Perry, 
Poland, Porter, Prindle, Rainey, Ellis H. Roberts, 


I ) velt, Rusk Sargent, Sawyer, 


Seeley, Sessions, 
Shanks, seldon, Shellabarger, John A. Smith, 
Worthington C. Smith, Snapp, Thomas J. Speer, 
prague, Stevenson, Stoughton, Stowell, Strong, 


ypber, Taffe, Thomas, Washington lownsend, Tur- 
ner, ‘hell, Tyner, Upsor Wakeman, Wallace, 
Walle, Whiteley, Willard, Williams of Indiana, 
Jeremiah M. Wilson. and John T. Wilson—116. 

NAYS—Mesers. Acker, Adams, Arthur, Barnum, 
Beck, Bird, James G. Blair, Braxton, Bright, James 
Brooks, Caldwell, Campbell, Carroll, Coghlan, Com- 

izo, Conner, Crebs, Critcher, Crossland, Davis, Dox, 
Dubos Duke, Kidridge, kily, Finkelnbureg, For- 
ker, Henry D. Foster, Garrett, Getz, Golladay, Grif- 
fiib, Haldeman, Hancock, H indley, Hanks, Har- 
per, John [. Harris, Hay, Hereford, Herndon, Hib- 
bard, Holman, Kerr, King, Lamison, Leach, Lewis, 
Manson, Marshall, MeClelland, McCormick, Me- 
Hienry, Meclntyre, McKinney, McNeely, Morgan, 
Niblack, Hosea W. Parker, Eli Perry, Peters, Pot- 
ter, Price, Randall, Read, Edward Y. Rice, John M. 
Rice, Ritehie, William KR. Roberts, Robinson, 
Sherwood, Shober, Slater, Slocum, Stevens, 

orm, Sutherland, Swann, Terry, Dwight Town- 
vend, Tuthill, Van Trump, Vaughan, Voorhees, 
Waddell, Walden, Waldron, Warren, Wells, Whit- 
thorne, Winchester, Wood, and Young—94. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. Ames, Archer, Bell, 
Austin Blair, Cox, De Large, Elliott, Goodrich, Ham- 
bleton, Havens, Hays, Kendall, Killinger, Kinsella, 
McCrary, Merrick, Benjamin F. Meyers, Mitchell, 
Platt, Rogers, Scofield, Shoemaker, H. Boardman 
Smith, Snyder, RK. Milton Speer, Starkweather, St. 


John, Wheeler, and Williams of New York—29. 
So the motion was agreed to 


= 


Sioss, 


My 


Pending the announcement of the result of 


the vote, 
CONTESTED ELECTION 

Mr. HOAR, 
lions, pre 


CESSNA VS. MEYERS. 

Elec 
contested- 
from the 
Pennsylva 


» Committee 
‘port in the 
Me ye rs, 
ssional district of 
nia, accompanied by the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Bensamin F. Meyers is entitled to 
retain the seat which he now holdsas Representative 


from the sixteenth congressional district of Penn- 
eyiVanla,. 


On motion of Mr. 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
Che result of the vote on the 


from the 
sente | a re 
election case of Cessna vs 


sixleenth congre 


motion to 
adjourn was then announced as above recorded. 
And ! 


accordingly (at four o'clock and forty 
minutes p. m., the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


rhe following petitions, &c., were presented 


under the rule, and referred to the appropriate 


committees: 
By Mr. AMBLER: The memorial of J. W. 
Gill spie publi her of the Weekly Loeal, 


newspaper published at Alliance, Stark county, 
Ohio, praying thatregular publishers and deal 
ers in newspapers may receive in bulk through 
the mail papers printed in whole or in part, 
and pay the received, at 
rates as regular subscribers to publica- 
tions weighing four ounces, who pay quarterly 
in advance, 

Also, the memorial of Abraham Palmer, of 
Smithtield, Jefferson county, Ohio, 
have refunded to him commutation money and 
fines which he was compelled to pay because 
of his being illegally drafted into the military 
service of the United States, on June 10, 1864. 

By Mr. BECK: The petition and accom- 
panying papers of James M. Hanks, admin- 
istrator of John Hanks, deceased, of the 
State of Arkansas, praying the restitution of 
a sum of money and interest, which is now 


postage thereon as 
same 


withheld from the estate of the decedent by 
the Government of the United States. 

By Mr. BIGGS: The memorial of D. H. 
Egbert, William Dean, and others, citizens 


of the State of Delaware, praying 
priation to improve the navigation of Chris- 
tiana river, from the village of Newport, on 
said river, to the town of Christiana. 

By Mr. COTTON: The petition of sundry 
citizens of the State of Lowa, praying the es- 
tablishment of a post route from Center June- 
tion, via Madison, to He ale , in said State. 

By Mr. COX: 


HOAK, the report was | 


praying to | 


an appro- | 


it 

















Bureau of Migration, of which Horace Greeley l| 


| tea, coffee, and such other articles as 


" 
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February 8, 


is president, and Samuel R. Wells secretary, | Nash & Co. , William T. Harrison & Co., ang 


cousisting of fifty directors, including seven- 
teen editors of as many newspape r publications, 
representative men of nine different railroads 
having extensive land grants, and of eleven 
different States and Territories, for the incor 
poration of the bureau by act of Congress, and 
in Connection therewith a national emigrant 
savings bank, loan, and trust company. 

By Mr. DAWES: The petition of Homer 
Foote and others, praying the abolition of 
moieties to informers. 

By Mr. FORKER: The petition of Charles 
Hewitt. Robert Aikin, William Keegan, and 
others, citizens of Trenton, New Jersey, 
remonstrating against a change of the exist- 
ing tariff laws abating or abolishing duties on 
such articles as are successfully produced in 
this country, and for the repeal of all duties 
upon tea, coffee, and such other articles of 
necessity or comfort as cannot be produced in 
the United States 

By Mr. HALSEY: Concurrent resolutions 
of the New Jersey Legislature asking Congress 
to appropriate $15,000 to remove obstructions 
from the Delaware river. 

Also, concurrent resolutions of the New 
Jersey Legislature in favor of a public build- 
ing at Trenton forthe proper accommodation 
of the post office, United States courts, Xe. 

Also, the remonstrance of 70 


Jersey City, New Jersey, against abating or 
abolishing the duties upon suc h articles as are 
successfully produced in this country. 


By Mr. HOLMAN: The petition of James 


P. Chew, publisher of the Lawrenceburgh (In- 


workers in | 
| the steel-works of James R. Thompson & Co., 


diana) Press, praying more equitable postage 


on newspapers and periodicals, wholly or in 
part printed, when sent to regular publishers. 

By Mr. KELLEY: The memorial of Cyrus 
Pierce and others, citizens of Bristol, Pennsyl- 


vania, asking an amendment of the Constitu- | 


tion prov iding that no person shall hereafter be | 


eligible toany Federal office who is addicted to 
the use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage. 

Also, the remonstrance of the type-founders 
of New York, against the reduction of the duty 
on type. 

Also, the remonstrance of the operatives in 
the bolt-works of Hooper & Townsend, against 
a change of the tariff abating or repealing 
duties on such articles as are produced in this 
country. 

Also, the remonstrance of Henry Berry and 
75 others, workers in the Glen Echo carpet- 
mills, of Germantown, Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, against a change in the tariff laws 
abating duties on articles successfully pro- 
duced in this country, urged by the Free-Trade 
League, and praying the repeal of all duties on 
cannot 
be produced in the United States, and also 
such an adjustment of duties as will encourage 
and defend every home industry and foster the 
honor and interests of the American laborer. 

By Mr. KELLOGG: The petition of Tread- 
well S. Ayres, for relief. 

By Mr. McGREW: The petition of J. R. 
Morgan, of Gerardstown, West Virginia, ask 
ing a modification of section one hundred 
and sixty-two of the revised codification of 
the pos stal laws. 

fe the petition of Drusy A. Layman, of 
Marion county, West Virginia, for an increase 
of pension to her minor children. 


By Mr. McJUNKIN: The petition of 
Charles Hoffman, of Saxonburg, Pennsy]l- 


vania, late a second lieutenant it. .he seventy- 


eighth regiment Pennsylvania infantry volun- | 


teers, for relief, &c. 

By Mr. MORGAN: The memorial of W. E. 
Beebe, of Mount Gilead, Ohio, praying Con- 
gress to grant equal privileges to the local press 
with those granted to metropolitan journals. 

By Mr. PETERS: The petition of Rodney 


C. Barker, for reimbursement for money ex- 


Che petition of the National || pended in behalf of a wounded soldier. 


| others, citizens of Norfolk, Virginia, 


for a 
uniform rate of duty on sugars. 


By Mr. RAINEY: A concurrent resolution 
of the Legislature of South ( arolina, praying 
the continuance of the prote ctive duty on rice 

By Mr. SAWYER: The petition of Bleme- 
hard & Arnold and 70 others, citizens of 
Depere, Wisconsin, remonstrating against a 
change of the existing tariff laws upon articles 


successfully produced in this country. 


By Mr. SPRAGUE: The memorial and peti 
tion of General Rt. R. Daws and 51 others, 
workers in the Marietta, Ohio, iron-works, 
remonstrating against the repeal or abatement 
of tariff duties on articles which can be suc- 
cessfully produced in this country. 

By Mr. STARKWEATHER: 
of Luke C. Reynolds, for a pension. 

By Mr. TWICHE LL: The petition of 
Thomas Gogins and others, of South Boston, 
in relation to appointments, ¢ and remova!s from 
public offices, salaries, perquisites, moieties, 
&c., and seizure of private books and papers, 

By Mr. WALDRON: The petition of I. §. 
Andrews, of Haddon, Michigan, asking that 
section one hundred and sixty-two of the postal 
laws be so amended as to allow newspapers in 


lhe petition 


| part printed to be carried by mail to the pub 


lishers at the same rates as are charged to reg- 
ular subscribers for publications weighing four 


} ounces. 


By Mr. WALLACE: A joint resolution of 
the Legislature of South Carolina, asking that 
the duty on rice be not repealed. 


POST ROUTE BILL INTRODUCED, 


The following bill was introduced under the 
rule, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads: 

By Mr. COTTON: A bill to establish a post 


road. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 8, 1872. 
Prayer by Rev. J. G. Burter, Chaplain of 


the House of Representatives. 


The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was 


_ read and approved. 


NOUSE BILL REFERRED 


The bill (H. R. No. 1829) removing tne 
political disabilities of L. A. Sypert, Luke 
Lrafton, A. J. Sisk, and John Couch, was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the select 
Committee on the Removal of Political Dis- 


abilities. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT presented a me- 


_ morial of the Legislature of the State of Wis- 


consin in favor of the renewal of the grant to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from St. 
Croix river or lake to the west end of Lake 
Superior and to Bayfield; which was ordered 
to lie on the tables, and be printed. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of John 
W. Stevenson and one hundred others, of 
Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, praying the pas- 
sage of the supplementary civil rights bill ; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER. I also present the peti- 
tion of Josephine S. Griffing, of the District 
of Columbia, a lady of great worth, who has 
done much for the poor, especially for the 
freedmen of this District, setting forth her 
services and asking some compensation. In 
aid of this petition is a petition of Dr. Purvis, 
andalso of Judge Fisher, A. G. Riddle, and 
a large number of others of the best people 
of the District. I move that these petitions 


and the accompanying papers be referred to 


the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. PATTERSON presented a memorial 
of Frederick A. Hill and others, citizens of 
New Hampshire, praying to be indemnified 


By Mr. PLATT: The petition of Baxter, || for spoliations committed by the French prior 
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the year 1801; which was ordered ‘o lie on 
the table. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented a joint resolution 


THE CON 


f the Legislature of lowa in relation to water | 


-ommunication between the Mississip pl river 
cad Lake Michigan, by way of the Wisconsin 
and Fox rivers; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

t * . 
He also presented a joint resolution of the 


Legislature of Lowa relating to the terminus | 


of the Union Pacific railroad, and the viola- 
tion of its charter by the action of said com- 
pany; Which was referred to the Committee 
on the Pacific Railroad, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I present also a joint reso- 
lution of the Legislature of the State of lowa 
asking an increase of pension for Charlotte 
Crocker, widow of General Marcellus M. 
Crocker. I move that it be printed and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions, and I 
desire to say to the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Pensions that I regard this as a most 
meritorious case, and I ask for it the earliest 
and most favorable attention. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan, presented a peti- 
tion of James W. Fales and others, soldiers 
of the United States Army citize nee Michigan, 
praying that a bounty of $8 334 a month be 
granted to all honorably discharged soldiers 
and sailors for the entire term served, and that 
an amendment be made to the twenty-fifth 
section of the act approved July 15, 1870, 
so as to permit soldiers or sailors to enter the 
amount of land therein allowed without the 
requirements of settlement and cultivation ; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. -WINDOM presented a petition of 
Andrew Crooker and others, late soldiers and 
sailors of the United States Army and Navy, 
reque sting Congress so to modify the home- 

tead law of 20th of May, 1862, and the acts 
amendatory thereof, that the time which the 
soldier or sailor served in the Army or Navy 
of the United States during the war of the 
rebellion, after two years’ actual residence 
upon his homestead, may be deducted from 
the term of five years’ residence which the act 
now requires before he can acquire title thereto; 
which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

He also presented a petition of Alexander 
Lynch and others, late soldiers of the United 
States Army, praying that the homestead law 
be so amended that the time which the soldie cr 
or sailor served in the Army, after two years’ 
actual residence upon his homestead, may be 
deducted from the term of five years’ resi- 
dence; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

He aiso presented a petition of Seth Weeks 
and others, late soldiers of the United States 
Army, and citizens of Pennsylvania, praying 
that the homestead law be so amended that 
the time which the soldier or sailor served in 
the Army, after two years’ actual residence 
upon his homestead, may be deducted from 
the term of five years’ residence required by 
law; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. CALDWELL presented a memorial 
of the Legislature of Kansas, in favor of 
the equalization of bounties to soldiers and 
sailors who served in the late war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military A ffairs. 

Mr. RAMSEY presented the memorial of 
the Legislature of Minnesota, asking for an 
appropriation to aid in the improvement of 
the harbor of Duluth, in the State of Minne- 
sota; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON. I present the petition of 
William T. Eustis, of Boston, setting forth 
that he presented a petition at the last Con- 
gress relative to assistance given to a Khode 
Island brigade in the Revolution. He requests 


|| the seizures of 
|| the reference of the 


} Mr. 


| Mr. 


|| tion from “BA city of 


that this petition, with the papers accom- 
panying the petition of last year, be referred 
to the C alah e on Rey olutionary Claims. I 
move that that order be made. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Ihave been charged with 
the presentation of three memorials from the 
State of Maine—one from the city of Portland, 
one from the town of Bridgeton, and the other 
embracing towns in various sections of the 
State—all of a similar character, asking for 
legislation on the following subjects: first, 
appointments to and removals from public 
offices; second, salaries, perquisites, and 
moieties of public officers; third, seizures of 
private books and papers. ‘There have been 
sundry memorials, I believe, presented by 
other Senators, of a like character. I move 
that these memorials be received and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CARPENTER. [I present a similar | 


memorial, signed by Field & Wheeling, John 
Nazro & Co., Smith, Chandler & Co., Blair & 
Persons, and fifty-five others, business men 
and prominent business firms of Milwaukee ; 
and [ desire simply to say on this subject, 
which I understand is the real grievance com- 
plained of, the seizure of private books and 
papers, that I think Congress should turn its 
attention to that subject at an early day. I 
believe our revenue laws are more oppressive 
than there is any earthly necessity for, and 
that they are exceedingly grievous and bur- 
densome in their operation upon the people. 
I move the reference of this memorial to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


| Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to state what | 
| omitted before, that the memorials I presented 
from my own State are signed by many of the 
most worthy and intelligent merchants of the 
| State. 
TRUMBULL. I have a similar peti- 
f Chicago, which is signed 
| by fifty of the principal business firms and 
business men of that city. I entirely concur 
what the Senator from Wisconsin has said, 
and think we should do more than simply 
correct the abuses arising from seizures, that 
we should reform in some way the system of 
appointments, as the memorialists pray that 
we should adopt some rules and regulations 
| in regard to appointments and removals a 
office, and also in reference to salaries, pe 
quisites, and moieties, as well as in re ward to 
‘books and papers. | 
petition to the 
mittee on the Judiciary. 
EDMUNDS. Ido not wish this matter 
to pass from the attention of the Senate on the 


move 
Com- 


| observations of my friends from Wisconsin and 


Illinois with a wholesale and apparently unani- 
mous condemnatioft of the existing laws on the 
| subject of seizures. If you are going to have 
a revenue obtained by the imposition of duties 
| upon goods, if you are to protect honest im- 
porters, you must detect dishonest ones, and 
if youare to do that, you must employ the usual 
| machinery and the indispensable machinery of 
seizing their just ground 
of suspicion, and seizing their ee nd papers 
which are supposed to be fraudulent in order 
to try the question; and the law now provides 
| that it is only upon judicial process that these 
| seizures of papers aud books can be made; an 
order issued by a judge upon affidavit. It is 
| unquestionably true that in the thousands of 
cases that arise, some, perhaps many, are 
|| unjust seizures. It is equelly true, in the 
|| thousands of indictments under State laws 
| that arise, seizures of liquor, if you please, 
|and many other things in the administration 
of criminal jurisprudence, that a great many 
abuse 8, injurie s, and wron; gs occur; but that 
| is inherent in the nature of society. I hope, 
therefore, we shall not at once condemn the 
ll laws for encouraging honest importing. 


goods when there 


GRESSION AL GLOBE. 


| porter. If, however, 
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Mr. HAMLIN. I want to corroborate every 
single word that the Senator from Vermont 
has uttered. Itis a very import ant question 
beyond a doubt. The law as it now stands is 
open and subject to abuse. There can be no 
doubt upon that point; but if we wish to pro- 
tect honest importers, there must be an ade 
quate power lodged somewhere for the purpose 
ot following up and ascertaining who are the 
dishonest importers, and it is a question about 
which the Judiciary Committee, when they 
investigate it, will find that there is a great 
deal to be said on both sides. ‘That this power 
may be sometimes abused is undoubtedly true ; 
but I wish to state one fact for the considera- 
tion of the Senate: while | administered the 
revenues at the port of Boston, for thirteen 
months, I made a seizure of papers in no case 
of which I now recollect where they did not 
lead to a detection of violations of the revenue 
laws—not one. I will add that the books and 
papers of some me rehants were seized and 
taken possession of who sustained as high 
reputation as any in the mercantile community. 
It is not, theretore, a question which has its 
rights and equities all on one side. While I 
say that, I think there are limitations which 
may and ought to be placed upon the present 
law which will perhaps protect the honest im 
we go to the extent of 


removing all power to seize evidence which 


may exist of dishonest importations, in my 
judgment you will do more mischief to the 
community and incur more loss than even the 
present law may produce. 

Mr. FENTON. Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senate that by the twenty-fourth 
rule this petition has been referred of course 
without putting a question for that purpose, 
the reference of it not having been objected to 
by any Senator at the time 
presented. It is, therefore, now in possession 
z the Committee on the Judiciary, and this 

ebate has progressed by unanimous consent. 
1 he Senator from New York desires to address 
the Senate. 

Mr. FENTON, 
to say a word, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Lrose before the paper 
left the hands of the Senator from Illinois. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Vermont, however, did not object. The rule 
states that— 


the petition was 


I ask unanimous consent 


‘Every petition, or memorial, or other paper, 
shall be referred, of course, without putting a ques- 
tion for that purpose, unless the reference is objected 
to by a Senator at the time suc h petition, memorial, 
or other paper is presented.’ 

Therefore, unless objected to, the paper is 
referre id, of course, without objection. Ihe 
object of the rule, the Chair supposes, was to 
limit debate on the preliminary presentation 
of petitions. The ge nator from New York 
will be allowed to proceed if there be no objec- 
tion. 

Mr. FENTON. These petitions presented 
this morning embrace three subjects: first, in 
regard to appointments to and removals from 
office ; abolition of the system of 
moieties of fines, penalties, and forfeitures in 
the collection of customs ; third, not to the en- 
tire abolition of the power to se ize books and 
papers, but to a modifiention of the severity 
of the act of March 2, 1867, and throwing cer- 
tain restrictions around it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
been referred. 

Mr. i ARLAN presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Iowa, praying a modification of the 
laws and regulations affecting and governing 
appointments to and removals trom public 
offices; salaries, perquisites, and moicties of 

public officers; and seizures of private books 
and papers; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HARLAN. I present also the petition 
- B. & L. Halton, publishers of the Brighton 


' 
second, the 


The petition has 


Register, Washington, lowa, setting forth that 
\| it has become a custom for a few years last 
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} : 
vast of a large 


| number of pub- 
lishers oOo have 

| 

t 


their newspapers printed its 
art in a central office, and afterward filled up 


it the local off 


newspaper 


ce for distribution to subseribers, 


and that according to the ruling of the Post 
Office Departmen tsuch matter ee now excluded 
from the mails They de 


tions on that abject a 


iat the laws and 
regula 39 modified as 
matter through 
| movethat the petition be referred 


Post Offices and Post 


to enable them to transmit thi 
the mails. 
to the 


lioads. 


Committee on 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Ipresent a petition iden- 
tical with those presented by many Senators this 
morning, from Providence, Rhode Island, pray- 
ing for certain reforms in the app intment of 
ificers ; salaries, pr rg lisite eties ; and 

of private books and papers ; signed 
Carpenter & Co., B. B. and R. 
»., and two bundred and twenty 


$andmoi 
SOCIALITE 
by Congder 
Knight & Co 
five others. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
received I desire to ask a 


this is another si 


Before this 
q iestion, as | see 
res ol yel ow-covered litera- 
ture. [Laughter.] 1 desire to ask the Sena- 
tor from Rhode Island whether he knows any- 
thing as to the manner in which these pre titions 
W hile I am in favor of re me ry 
be abuses which they point out, | des "e Lo 
anything about : the 
manner in which these petitions are gotten up. 

Mr. ANTHONY. All I 
that | happened to be in an office when I was 

t Providence, and a young man 


are gotten up? 


’ 
have him state if he knows 


li home in 


came around with a petition like this and said 
he was employed and got so much a hundred 
for getting signatures. [Laughter.] I sup- 


ose it is the same pr tilion. J presume this 


l he Way petitions of this kind are always 
got up 

lhe petition was referred to the Committee 
on.the Ju liclary. 

Mr. EDMUNDS presented the petition of 
Mrs. Charity Vance, widow of William Vance, 
a soldier in the Revolution, praying compensa- 
tion for services rendered by her husband dur- 

r the revolutionary war; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 

He also presented the petition of Sarah M. 
Dove, asking for an increase of pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Peusions. 

Mr. CRAGIN presented a petition of certain 
sailors and marines who have served in the 


war against the rebellion, praying the pas- 


sage of a bill placing them on an equality | 


with others who received bounty; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of Elizabeth 
S. Lathrop, widow of Captain Solon Lathrop, 

sking for an increase of pension; 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SPENCER. I present a petition of 
business men of Mobile, Alabama, praying 
a modification of the laws relating to appoint- 
ments to office, &c. This petition is similar 
to those presented by others this morning on 
the same subject. It is signed by nearly all, 
if not all, the leading business men of the 
city of Mobile. 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
lhe motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SCOTT. I present the petition of Made- 


leine Vinton Dahlgren, widow of the late Kear | 


Admiral Dahlgren, submitting a claim foreom 
pensation for the adoption and use by the Uni- 
ted States Navy of certain inventions of the late 
rear admiral, relating to ordnance. This peti- 
tion statesat some leng: h the number of inven- 
tions of Rear Admiral Dahlgren that have been 
thus in use, and the service that has been 
rendered to the country by their use; the fact 
— the petitioner holds patent-rights for some 

them, secured to her husband, which have 
still some time to run; and that our Govern- 
ment has upon various oceasions extended the 


kr now about it is. 


which was || 


I move its reference to the | 


of the patentee and his heirs. AsI desire the 
attention of the chairman of the Naval Com- 
mittee to this petition, [ ask leave to read the 
purpose with which it is presented, and the 
prayer of the petitioner: 


‘One object your pe titioner has in view, in pre- 
senting to your honorable bodies a claim looking to 


some just compensation in money, as an equivaient | 


for the patent rights she holds, not only as regards 
past use, but also as regards the future use by this 
Government—one main object is the great desire of 
your petitioner to meet the earnest wish of the late 
Rear Admiral Dahlgren, to have a suitable monu- 
ment in marble or bronze erected over the remains, 
and to commemorate the services, of his gallant son 
Uirie. This monument, which her late husband ever 
bore it in his heart to erect, your petitioner now 
desires shall serve as a double memorial for father 


/ and son; yet she finds herself utterly without means 
| toc arry this intention properly into effect.’ 


‘he petition then states that estimates fur- 
nished from the Navy Department will show— 


‘That the United St: ites Navy has now in use an 


aggregate weight of metal cast according to the 


models of these inventions, which, if estimated ac- 
cording to the customary allowance for a royalty or 
enhanced price paid to patentees, as in the case of 
the Rodman patent for a method of casting, would 
present a elaim of considerably over three hundred 
thousand dollars for past use of these inventions.” 


She does not ask that much, but proposes to 
surrender all further claim to these patents in 
consideration of compensation for their past 
use. [ commend this petition to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, to which commiitee 
I move that it be referred. 

lhe motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KELLOGG presented a memorial of 
citizens of Shreveport, Louisiana, in relation to 
the arsenal grounds at that place; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. STEVENSON presented the petition 
of Rose Pitchey, of Cumberland county, Ken- 
tucky, praying that she be granted a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 


| sions. 





| diers of the United States Army, praying that | 


Mr. BLAIR presented the petition of Mich- 
ael Girdner, praying compensation for property 
desiroyed by the Indians in 1864; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of 
W. J. Freis, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
praying to be allowed a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of the sureties 
of William Quillian, postmaster at Milledge- 
ville, Georgia, praying relief from the pen: ilty 
of their bond ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

He also resente -d a resolution of the L egis- 
lature of Pennsylvania, instructing the Sen- 
ators and requesting the Rey resentatives in 
Congress from the State of Poanayivanis to 
vote for and urge the passage of a bill grant- 
ing bounty land to certain persons engaged in 
the military and naval service of the United 
States from and after the 4th day of March, A. D. 
1861, introduced into the United States House 
of Representatives by Hoy, L. D. SHoemaker, 
of Pennsylvania; which“was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed. 

He also presented a petition of William H. 
Green and others, citizens of Pennsylvania, 
late soldiers of the United States Army, pray- 


| ing that a bounty of $8 334 a month be granted 


to all honorably discharged soldiers and sail- 
ors for the entire term served, and that the 
twenty-fifth section of the act approved July 
15, 1870, be so amended as to permit soldiers 
or sailors to enter the amount of land therein 
allowed without the requirements of settle- 
ment and cultivation; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of M. F. White 
and others, citizens of Pennsylvania, late sol- 


| a bounty of $8 334 per month be granted to 


all honorably discharged soldiers and sailors | 


for the entire term served, and that an amend- 
ment be made to the twenty-fifth seetion of 


|| the act approved July 16, 1870, so as to per- | 


use of these ordnance inventions to foreign || mit soldiers or sailors to enter the amount of 
countries to the entire detriment of the rights || land therein allowed without the requirements 
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of settlement and cultivation; which wag 
referred to the Committee on Military A ffairg 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of Joly, 
Butler Chapman, praying remuneration for 
services rendered and money expended in the 
Indian service in the years 1861 and 1869. 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a lette, 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting, jy 


information respecting the nature and extent 


| of the raft in the Red river, above Shre veport, 


Louisiana; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. ANTHONY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Anne E. Boyle, pray- 
ing to be allowed a pension, be recommitted to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. CALDWELL. 
order: 

Ordered, That Charles Ashburn, Joseph F, Kin 
Joseph Grant, Samuel Barkan, James Cl: irke, Je ae 
Sutton, Ottawa Sutton, Joseph Mundell, 8. W. il- 
dreth, George’ Amly, James Conunel, and G ideon F. 
Hodson, have leave to withdraw their petitions and 
papers from the files of the Senate. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to ask my 


I submit the following 


| friend from Kansas what those papers are; 
| what they ask for. Are they claims for money, 


or merely claims for pensions or bounty? 

Mr. CALDWELL. I will state to the Se: 
ator that | do nct know. I present that paper 
at the request of Judge Lows, the Represent 
ative from Kansas who has the papers in 
charge. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I suggest to my friend 


| to allow it to lie over until to morrow, and 


look into it. If they are claims for money 
perhaps the papers s ought to be copied. 

Mr. CALDWELL. Very well. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The order pro- 


posed will lie over until to-morrow. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. LOGAN. [rise to make a request of 
the Senate at this time. I have been here 
several days when really it is not very well 
for me to be here on account of the state of 
my health, and have desisted from asking the 
Senate to act on a matter that was before us 
some time ago; but 1 think it is time it was 
disposed of. I refer to the motion to recon- 
sider the bill that was passed by the Senate 
in reference to the relief of sufferers by fire iu 
Chicago. If the Senator from Michigan [ Mr. 
CHANDLER] is willing, without any consulta- 
tion on my part with any person in the Senate 
as to what the vote may be, I am perfectly 


| ready to let the Senate take it up and vote 


without one word of discussion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us finish reports. 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not want to interfere 
with the morning business. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Hlinois asks unanimous consent that the Sen- 
ate proceed to the consideration of the motion 
to reconsider the vote on the passage of the 
Chicago relief bill, stating that he will give 

way to morning business if it is taken up. Is 
there objection? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not object to its 
being taken up the moment we get through 
with. reports of committees. It ought to be 
disposed of. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
now Call for reports of committees. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads, to whom was referred 


the bill (8. No. 518) for the relief of William 
Nixon, of West Virginia, reported it without 


| amendment, and submitted a report thereon ; 


{| 
| 
i 


! 


which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affuirs, reported a bill (S. No. 608) to 
correct an error in the act approved February 
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04, 1871; which was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a bill (S. No. 609) to 
reduce the limits of the military reservation 
at Fort Stanton, New Mexico; which was 
read, and a to the second reading. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Committee on Ap- 
Pe Bae to whom were referred the bill 

No. 340) fixing the salaries of certain 
‘ows; and the bill (8S. No. 412) to fix the 
compensation of the Third Auditor of the 
Treasury, have instructed me to report both 
pills adversely. ‘The committee are, I believe, 
unanimously of the opinion that the public 
service at this time does not require or justify 
the increasing of any salaries at all in any 
Department of the Government. When we 
get the service a little better regulated it is a 
matter that ought to be adjusted on a scale 
and in a way which shall act upon all branches 
of the service at the same time, and upon a 
proper adjustment of what it would be just 
aud right to do. Iam therefore instructed to 
report back both bills adversely. 

lhe bills were postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Pensions, to whom were re- 
ferred additional papers relative to the claim 
of Horace Clough for a pension, to report back 
the papers with the statement that we have no 
petition before us, and that the same claim 
was acted upon at the last session of Congress 
adversely by the committee, and they still 
adhere to that opinion. 

The committee were discharged from the 
further consideration of the papers. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Pensions to report adversely 
upon the petition of George W. Thomas, pray- 
ing to be allowed a pension, with the state- 
ment that it is precisely the same case and 
upon the same evidence which we considered 
a year ago, and we reported adversely then. 
The committee are all satistied with the rea- 
sons we then gave for the adverse report, and 
reaflirm them. 

the committee were discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam also instructed by 
the Committee on Pensions to report adversely 
on the bill (8S. No. 280) for the relief of Wil- 
liam P. Russell. It appears that this gentle- 


man already has a pension at the Pension | 


and sixty-fourth regiment New York volun- 


1} 
widow of Robert Clancy, of the one hundredth 





Office, and this bill is designed to give him | 


arrears, which we think cannot be done. 

The bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. lam also instructed by 
the Committee on Pensions to report upon the 
petition of citizens of Union county, Lowa, in 
behalf of James A. Forgey, praying that he be 
allowed a pension. 


the statement of the gentleman to be true, he 


It is evident trom exam- | 
mation of the papers in this case that taking || 


is clearly entitled toa pension at the Pension | 


Otice. We therefore report that he have leave 
to withdraw his papers. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan, from the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred the petition of Lizzie Gil- 
mer, postmistress at Pittsfield, Lilinois, praying 
relief for the loss of postage stamps through 
burglary, submitted a report thereon accom- 
panied by a bill (S. No. 610) for the relief 
of Lizzie Gilmer, postmaster at Pittsfield, 
Iilinois. 

The bill was read and passed to the second 
reading; and the report was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Texas, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
petition of Captain Charles H. Briggs, of West 
Virginia, for arrears of pension, submitted an 
adverse report; and the committee were dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the 
petition. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred tho petition of Lucy Clancy, 





teers, praying for back pension, submitted an 
| adverse report; and the committee were dis 
charged from the further consideration of the 
| petition. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of William J. Henry, 
praying to be allowed an increase of pen- 
sion, submitted an adverse report: and the 
committee were discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut, from the Com- 
mittee on Patents, to whom was referred the 

bill (H. R. No. 897) for the relief of Ira Buck- 
| man, jr. -» reported adversely thereon, and 
| moved its indefinite postponement; which 
was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 240) to amend 
an act to revise, amend, and consolidate the 
statutes relating to patents and copyrights, 
reported it with an amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 583) to amend an 
act entitled ‘‘An act to revise, consolidate, and 
amend the statutes relating to patents and 
copyrights,’’ approved July 8, 1870, reported 
it without amendment. 

Mr. COLE, from the Committee on Post 
| Offices and Post Roads, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 470) authorizing an increase 
of United States mail steamship service be 
tween San Francisco and China, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report ; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BOREMAN, from 
Territories, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No. 860) to establish the Territory of 
Ojibway, and to provide a temporary govern- 
ment therefor, reported it with amendments, 
and submitted a report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KELLOGG. The Committee on Com- 
merce have had under consideration the ques- 
| tion of giving extended jurisdiction and power 
to local officers having charge of public im- 
provements, in order to facilitate the building 
of those improvements, and have directed me 
to report a bill on that subject and recommend 
its passage. 


tion of and to protect certain public works of 
improvement, was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. SAULSBURY, from the Committee on 
Pensions, - whom was referred the petition 
of Mary P. Jarvis, widow of Joseph KR. Jarvis, 
late commander United States Navy, praying 
to be allowed a pension, reported adversely 
thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Sarah Graffam 
| Glover, of Maine, praying a pension as widow 
of Captain James Graffam, for services ren- 
| dered by him in the war of 1812, reported 
| adversely thereon. 

REPORT RECOMMITTED. 

Mr. VICKERS. The Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Scorr,] from the Committee 
on Finance, reported adversely upon the peti- 
tion of John Thompson Mason. I now ask 
that that report may be recommitted, as Judge 
Mason has additional testimony to offer to the 
committee, and I am sure they will be very 
glad to hear it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Maryland moves to reconsider the vote by 
which the Senate discharged the Committee 
on Finance from the further consideration of 
the petition of John Thompson Muson, and 
moves that it be recommitte d to the commit- 
tee, with some additional papers. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SMITH AND Se PATENT. 
Mr. WINDOM. The Committee on Patents, 


to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 1340) | 


the Committee on 
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Skinner, have instructed me to report it back 
without amer ecuse “nt, and recommend its pas- 
sage. It has already passed the House, been 
|| reported by the committee, and will give rise 
to no debate. I think there is no objection to 
it anywhere, and | ask for its present consid- 
eration. 


The VICE PRESIDEN 


NT. It requires unani- 


| mous consent to consider the bill on the day 


| the application of 


The bill (S. No. 612) to facilitate the execu- 


| the grant ofa foreign patent before 


on which it is reported. The Secretary will 
read the bill, and afterward the Chair will ask 
for objections, if there be any. 

The Chief Clerk read the bill, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Commissioner of Patents 
be, and heis hereby, directed to granta rehe aring of 
Alexander Smith and Halcyon 
Skinner, for the extension of letters patent granted 
tothem onthe 4th day of November, 1856, for improve- 
mentin power-looms; and heis hereby authorized to 
revive and extend the said letters-patent for the fur- 
ther term of seven years from and afterthe 4th day of 
November, 1870, notwithstanding the original term 
for which letters-patent was granted has expired, 
and the said patentees had patented the said inven- 
tion in foreign countries, and such foreign patents 
had expired before the 4th day of November, 1879, 
if, in hisjudgment, the said patentees were the ori- 
ginal and first inventors of the invention described 
in the said le oe patent, and the invention is use 
ful, and the patentees have failed, without neglect 
or fault on heir part, to obtain fromthe use and sale 
of the said invention a reasonable remuneration for 
the time, ingenuity, labor, and expense bestowed 
upon the same, and the introduction thereof into 
use. And the said letters-patent, when so revived 
and extended, shall have the same effect in law as 
if it had been originally granted for the term of 
twenty-one years: Provided, That all petsons who 
at the time of the passage of this act had constructed, 
or caused to be constracted, or used looms on the 
plan of the saidinvention, shall beat liberty, during 
such extended term to use and vend to others to use 
said looms so constructed or used. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objec- 
tion to the present consideration of this bill? 
The Chair hears none. 

Mr. SHERMAN, 
bill? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is a House 
bill, authorizing the Commissioner of Patents 
to grant a rehearing in the case of a patent 

Mr. WINDOM. It is reported by the Sen- 
ate committee, and has passed the House 
almost unanimously. 

‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill is before 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not know anything 
about this particular case, but, upon general 
principles, | think it a great mistake to be 
granting these rehearings to have patents 
extended. ‘The law gave parties for fourteen 
years originally, and now for seventeen years, 
the exclusive use of their patents. I think we 
ought not to sanction this coming to Congress 
to get their patents extended after the period 
has transpired. I thought this system was to 
be stopped by a change of the law some years 
ago. We extended the time that the 
was to run originally from fourteen 
teen years, | think. 

Mr. WINDOM. There are peculiar cir- 
cumstances connected with this case which I 
think make it an equitable one. There is a 
report accompanying the bill which is very 
brief and can be read if it is desired, or I can 
state the facts of the case. 

This is a patent for a power-loom for the 
manufacture of the American Axminster car 
pets. It was issued in this country on the 
4th of November, 1856, and also in Kurope on 

| the 17th of October, 1856. On account of 

the eXpiration of the patent in Kurope pror 
to its expiration in this country, the Commis- 
sioner of Patents refused to 


What is the title of the 


patent 
Lo seven 


extend it, but 
gave that as the only reason why he did not 
extend it, and makes this statement im his 
decisi 

‘In this case I find a valuable and very ingenious 
invention, for which the inventors have not been 
adequately remunerated. I find thatthey have been 
diligent, and that the public interest would beserved 


js 


in the grant of their extension, by fostering a new 
and valuable manufacture, now in its infaney, and 
requiring further time and proteetion tor its full 


development. ‘The only question which presents 
any difficulty arises from the grant of foreign pat 

ents. In the cases of Ward and Boyer I held that 
the issue of the 


for the relief of Alexander Smithand Halcyon |i American patent was fatal to the application for the 
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extension of the American patent, if the foreign pat- 
ent expired before the original term of the patent 
be extended,”’ 


sought t 


In this case to the destruction of 
their machinery by two fires occurring at dif- 
ferent times, one in the year 1862 and the 
other in the year 1864, the patentees were pre- 
vented from receiving any material benefits 
from their patent. Their expenditures are 
$112,000; their receipts, $16,000. 1 think 
they have not been remunerated and ought to 


owing 


ean extension. 
lhe bill was reported to the Senate without an 
ordered to a third reading, read 


the third time, and passed, 


amendment, 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 
Mr. SUMNER 
consent obtained, 


No. 613 


asked, and by unanimous 
leave to introduce a bill (S. 
bonds by the 
authority of the District of Columbia, and to 
prevent the increase of the debt of the Dis- 
trict; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. SUMNER. In introducing the bill I 
would say that | do not mean to assume any 
respousbility for it beyond bringing it before 
the Senate. I have no final judgment on the 
Important question which it presents. 
referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. AMES asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
614) for the allowance of expenses incurred by 
marshals of the United States in certain cases; 
which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 


relating to the issue of 


Che bill was 


CHICAGO FIRE, 


Mr. LOGAN. I now ask the Senate to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the motion to 
reconsider the bill (H. R. No. 555) 
relief of sufferers by fire at Chicago. 


The VICE 


the consideration of the motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the Chicago relief bill was 
passed. is there objection? The Chair 
hears none, and that motion is now before the 
Hpeni a 

Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator 
rom Illinois { Mr. 
i] 


Mr. LOGAN. My proposition was this— 
1 do not know whether the Senator desires to 
agree to it or not—that we take the vote on 
debate. If the Senator 
ate the propos ition further, of 
course at the expiration of the morning hour 
the bill will have to go over again, as I under- 
tand. 
The VICK PRESIDENT. 


now maintain its 


the motion without 


desires to del 


The bill will 


he Senator is himself entitled to the floor; 


but if he yields and the debate continues until | 


for the | 


LoGaN] is entitled to the | 


| Senate can set 


PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator | 
from Illinois renews his request to proceed to | 


place until one o’clock, and | 


one o’cleck, it will then be superseded by the | 


untinishe d business of yesterday. 

Mr. LOGAN, If Senators desire to debate 
it further we shall not have time to dispose 
of it before the expiration of the morning 
hour. 1 do not understand whether they do 
or not, : 

Mr. CARPENTER. 
to submit some remarks on the bill. 

LOGAN, I do not desire, of course, 
to interfere with other business, 
to be debated so that it cannot be 
concluded this morning, I should like to have 
some understanding when we can dispose of 
it. If the amnesty bill is voted on to-day I 
would ask that the Senate agree to take up 
this bill after that is disposed of. 
not time, I know, to dispose of it now before 
the expiration of the morning hour if the Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin means to debate it, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 


amnesty bill is conciuded, the next, and the 


matter is 
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acelin meena 


in regard to custom-houses, in which the Sen- | lation by pointing out a mode in which the 


ator from New York [Mr. Fenronj appears 
to be interested, and he has given notice that 
he will insist upon it as the next bill to be 
considered. It will be subject, however, to 
the vote of the Senate when called up. The 


Senator from Illinois now being entitled to | 


the floor can move that this bill be made the 
special order, to take its rank behind this 
other remaining special order. 

Mr. LOGAN. I should like to have some 
definite action on this matter as speedily as 
possible. It seems to me a motion to recon- 
sider ought to be disposed of at some time, 
It ought not to be crowded out all the time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I agree with the Senator 


from Illinois that that matter should be dis- | 


posed of, and I, for one, will vote to take it up 
as soon as the amnesty bill is out of our way. 
It will be no use, however, to take it up in the 
morning hour now, and I ot he will give 
way to allow the passage of 
think will not excite debate, and perhaps can 
pass during the morning hour. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will give way certainly, 


because I do not insist on the consideration | 
of this motion if gentlemen are to debate it | 
until the expiration of the morning hour, and || 


it is then to go over again. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The bill is now 
before the Senate, and by a two-thirds vote 
can be made a special order, and will then 
only be ranked by the amnesty bill and the 
custom: house bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
from Illinois merely to give notice, in which 
everybody will acquiesce, that as soon as the 
amnesty bill is disposed of he will move to 
take up this subject. Of course a vote of the 
aside the bill of the Senator 
from New York. 
dispose of this question. It is but just to the 
people of Chicago and everybody else that we 
should do so. 

Mr. LOGAN. 
soon as the amnesty bill, which is now enti- 
tled to precedence before the Senate, is dis- 
posed of, I shall ask the Senate to take up and 
dispose of the motion to reconsider the pas- 
sage of the Chicago bill. 

AMERICAN CASE BEFORE GENEVA COMMISSION 

Mr. ANTHONY. There is a resolution 
before the Committee on Printing to print a 


document which we have not possession of. 
I therefore offer the following resolution call- 


| ing for that document: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to transmit to the Senate, if not incom- 
pate with the public interest, the * 

nited States” presented to the board of arbitration 


| at Geneva, under the treaty of Washington. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 
THREE PER CENT. CERTIFICATES. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I now move that the 


Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill 
(S. No. 588) to amend an act entitled ‘*An act 


| to provide for the redemption of the three per 
| cent. temporary loan certificates, and for an 


I certainly do desire | 


but if this | 


We have | 


As soon as the | 


increase of national bank notes,”’ 
July 12, 1870. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


approved 


There appears 


to be no further morning business, and the | 


bill can be taken up by a majority vote. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope we shall not 
take up the funding bill nowin theten minutes 
left of the morning hour. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is not a funding bill 
at all. 


vision of law passed a year or two ago, to pay 
off three millions per month of the three per 
cent. ceruhcates. 


I suggest to my friend 


I am sure that we ought to | 


Then I give notice that as | 


case of the | 


It is to authorize the Secretary of the | 
Treasury, on account of a doubt as to a pro- | 


I supposed myself he had | 


| ized to redeem and cancel by virtue of 
a bill which [ | 





| held to restrain his general power to pay the 








the general authority to pay off the three per || 


cent, certificates whenever he thought it was 
for the interest of the public to do it; but 
it seems the construction put upon the law 


only other remaining special order, is the bill \| which was passed to increase the bank circu- 


three per cent. certificates may be retired, js 
off whenever he thinks the public interes ‘ 
demands it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
the bill? 

Mr. SHERMAN. That isall there is inthe 
bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question js 
on the motion of the Senator from Ohio. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill (S. 
No. 588) was read the second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 

vides that the Secretary of the T're easury shall 
redeem and cancel an amount of three per cent, 
temporary loan certificates, issued under the 
acts of March 2, 1867, and July 25, 1868, to an 
amount not exceeding $3. O00. OUOU per month, 
in addition to the amount which he is author- 


Is that all there igs jp 


the act 
to which this isan amendment. He is to give 
notice to the holders, by publication or other. 
wise, that certain certificates (which shall be 
designated by number, date, and amount, ) shal! 
cease to bear interest from and after a day to be 
designated in such notice, and that the certifi- 
sates so designated shall no longer be avail- 
able as any portion of the lawful money reserve 


| in possession of any national banking associa 


tion; and after the day designated in such 
notice no interest shall be paid on such certifi 
cates, and they shall not thereafter be counted 
as a part of the reserve of any banking asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. COLE. I should like to know some 
thing more about this bill. Lask whether it 
is intended to increase the amount of bank 
circulation? Theact of July 12, 1870, [ think, 
authorizes the issuance of some fifty-four mil- 
lions in addition to the $300,000,000 of na- 
tional bank circulation then existing. I should 
like to know if this authorizes any increase of 
that. If there is to be any cancellation of the 
indebtedness of the United States, it seems to 
me it ought to be some indebtedness that bears 
alarger interest than three per cent., the lowest 
rate of interest of any of the securities of the 
Government. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The billonits face shows 
distinctly that it has nothing to do with the 
question of bank circulation. It so happens 
that the law which authorized the increase of 
bank circulation directed the Secretary of the 
Treasury to retire these three per cent. certifi- 

sates as rapidly as the new bank circulation 

was issued. At that time it was supposed the 
additional bank circulation would be taken up 
more rapidly than it has been taken up; and 
that clause is held to be a restriction of his 
right to pay off the three per cent. certificates. 
Now, it is the general opinion, perhaps the 
universal opinion, that the three per cent. cer- 
tificates ought to be paid off as rapidly as pos- 
sible; and this bill simply directs him to do it 
at a rate not to exceed three millions a month. 
If there is any doubt about the passage of the 
bill, it would be as to the limitation of three 
millions a month, for at three millions a month 
it will take about six months to pay off the 
whole of them, and there is a generai opinion 
that the three per cent. certificates ought to be 
paid off, that is, it is to the interest of the pub- 
lic at large to pay them off. This bill is only 
intended to remove the doubt as to his power 
of paying them off, that doubt growing out of 
the law to which this is an amendment. 

Mr. COLE. That law, if I remember it 
correctly, authorized the canceling of these 
certificates as fast as the circulation was taken 
up by the establishment of new national banks, 
and I suppose they have been canceled to an 
extent equal to the amount of issue under that 
law to new national banks. I understand that 
about half the amount of $54,000,000 bas been 


| already taken up by national banks, and | do 
| not see really any necessity—perhaps the Sen- 


| 


|| ator does—for canceling them any faster than 


was authorized by that law, 


in the 


Mr. 
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Mr. SHERMAN. 


The only answer is that 


| 
| 


in the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury, |} 


and I believe it is the opinion of nearly every 
one, the three per cent. certificates ought to 
pe rapidly paid off. The bonds of the United 
States can only be gotten now at par in gold, 

while any holder of these certificates may at 
any moment call on the Secretary of the 'l'reas- 
ury to pay the whole of them. That kind of 
li iability ought to be at once paid off. It is a 
kind of security that, if we resume specie pay- 
ment, may at once be demanded in gold. It 
js, therefore, a weight, and a weight that ought 
to be relieved. They would have been paid 
off long ago but for the doubt as to the power 


. . ** » | 
of the Secretary to pay them off in advance of 


the operation of the increase of national bank 
circulation. I think any Senator will at once 


| unanimously on the report of the committee, 


see the scope of the question and can form his || 


opinion. 

“Mr. CONKLING. Is anything to be sub- 
stituted for these certificates as they are paid 
off ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. As a matter of course, 
greenbacks take their place, and there can be 
no other reserve for the banks but greenbacks. 
As it is now, the United States Government is 
paying three per cent. interest on certificates 
that are held in the vaults of the banks as part 
of their reserve. There is now, with a super- 
abundant revenue, with a sufficiency of money, 
ample means in the way proposed by this bill 
to pay off these certificates. 

Mr. MORTON. How many are there now? 

Mr. SHERMAN. About $23,000,000. 

Mr. COLE. If I understand the Senator 
these certificates are now all held as reserves 
in the banks; and of course if they are to be 
paid off it will require the taking of so much 
of the United States notes from circulation to 
supply their places in the banks as a reserve 
fund, which, of course, will reduce the amount 
of United States notes in circulation. I sup- 
pose that is the object of it. 
that I think if any securities of the Govern- 
ment should be canceled, they should be se- 
curities bearing a larger rate of interest; 
instance, United States bonds bearing a gold 
interest of six per cent. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. MORTON. If I understand the effect 
of this bill, it is to allow the three per cent. 
certificates to be paid off at the rate of three 
millions per mouth, although additional bank 
currency may not be taken up and issued to 
a like amount, the 
contract the currency to the extent of the 
excess of these certificates paid off over the 
national bank currency issued. When the bill 
of 1870 was passed, the theory of it was that 
there should be new national banks instituted, 
and that the three per cent. certificates should 
be paid off as fast as new national bank cur- 
rency should be issued, so that the equilibrium 


of the currency should be preserved, that the | 


amount of the currency should not be dimin 
ished. If, now, $23,000,000 of these certifi- 
cates should be paid off, without the issue of 


$23,000,000 of national bank currency to new 


banks, there would be a contraction of the 
currency to that extent. 
be unfortunate. 

Mr. CORBETT. I have a statement from 
the Statistical Bureau showing that the specie 
increase in this country from 1866 to 1871 is 
$56,000,000. The actual increase of the specie 
in this countr y in the banks and in the Treas- 
ury of the United States is just about fifty six 
million dollars, according to the statement | 
have before me, and that of itself will more 
than cover double the amount of the with- 
drawal of these three per cent. certificates. It 
seems to me that it is highly important that 
they should be withdrawn and that that specie 
should be held in the banks rather than be 
sent out of the country. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 





My first point is | 


effect of which will be to | 


I think that would | 





| northern district of Illinois. 





- || siderable extent. 
for || 


GILBERT MORTON. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to take the one 
minute that is left of the time before the 
amnesty bill comes up, to ask the Senate to 
consider the bill for the relief of Gilbert Mor- 
ton, reported by the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. It authorizes the President to reap- 
point him in the Navy. It passed last year 


but was not reached in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. I should like to have it passed, as 
he is a very worthy officer and was dealt by 
unjustly. The bill gives the President power 





to restore him. I move to take up the bill. 
‘The motion was agreed to; and the bill 
(S. No. 320) to authorize the restoration of 


Gilbert Morton to the naval service was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
proposes to authorize the President of the 
United States to nominate, and, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, to 
reappoint Gilbert Morton an ensign in the 
Navy. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SETTLEMENT (¢ 


Mr. WILSON. The aa on Military 
Affairs have instructed me to report a bill (S. 
No. 611) to continue the act to authorize the 
settlement of the accounts of officers of the 
Army and Navy. ‘There are only two or three 
linesto it, and, ifthere be no objection, I should 
like to put it on its passage. 

There being no objection, the bill was read 
three times, and passed. It continues in force 
for two years from June 23, 1872, and no 
longer, theact to authorize the settlement of 
the accounts of officers of the Army and Navy, 
approved June 23, 1870. 


ACCOUNTS 


ILLINOIS COURT RECORDS. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We had up the other 
day a bill to supply the records at Chicago in 
which the United States is interested to a con- 
I have changed it so that 
I think there will be no objection. 
objected to before by the Senator from Wis- 
consin [Mr. Carventrer] and the Senator from 
New York, [Mr. Conxiina.] They have seen 
the amendment. I think it can pass in a 
momeat, and it is somewhat important that | 
it should pass at an early day if it pass at all. | 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill (S. No. 353) to restore the 
records of the United States courts in the 





Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask that the substi- 
tute I have proposed be read. 

The Chief Clerk read the proposed substi- | 
tute, as follows: 


That in proceedings to restore the records of the 
circuit and district courts of the northern district 
of L[llinois, destroyed by fire on the 9th of October, 
1871, under the act of March 3, 1871, entitled “‘An 
act relating to records of the courts of the United 
States,”’ the notice required by said act may be 
served upon any non-resident of said district any 
where within the jurisdiction of the United States, 
or in any foreign country, the proof of the service 
of such notice, if made in a foreign country, to be 
certified by a minister or consul of the United States 
in suc h country, under bis official seal. 

Sec. 2. Thata ce rtifies i copy of tho official return 
of the district attorney, clerk of the circuit or dis- 
trict court or the marshal of the northern district | 
of Illinois, made in pursuance of law, and on file | 
in the Department of Justice, relating to any cause 





| in either of said courts to which the United States 


was a party, the record of which was destroyed in | 
said fire, may be filed in the court to which it apper- 
tains, and shall have the same force and effect as if 
it were an original return made tosaid court; and in 
any case in which the names of the parties, and the 
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interested, so far as the judges of said courts respect- 
ively shall deem it essential to the interests of the 
Unit ed States that said recordsand files be restored ; : 
and the judges of said courts respectively are author- 
ized to direct such steps to be taken as in their opin- 


| ion shall be deemed advisable to restore the judg- 
|} ment dockets 


and indices of said courts, and, for 
that purpose, may direct the performance by the 
clerks of said courts, and by the United States attor- 
ney for said district, of anv duty incident thereto, 
and said clerks and said district attorney shall be 
allowed such compensation and disbursements for 
services rerfdered under this section (in cases where 
no compensation is now provided by law for sue m 
services) as may be allowed by the Attorney Ge) 
eral, and certified to be just and reason: able by the 
judge of the court in which said se rvices are ren- 
dered, and the amount so allowed shall be paid out 
of the judiciary fund: Provided, however, That the 
sum allowed the clerks of said courts shall not ex- 
ceed the sum of $12,000, and the entire compensa- 
tion of the United States attorney for such services 
shall not.exceed the sum of $6,000, 

The ameudment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the 
amended; and the amendment was concurred 
in. The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


POLITICAL DISABILITLES. 


Senate as 


The Senate resumed the consideration of 
the bill (H. R. No. 880) for the removal of 
legal and political disabilities imposed by the 
third section of the fourteenth article of 
amendments to the Constitution of the Uni 
ted States. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The pending 
question is on the amendment of the Senator 
from Ohio [Mr. SHerman] to strike out the 
fifth section of the amendment of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. SumNer. | 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. Mr. Presi 
dent, as I remarked yesterday, I shall vote 
against this as against other amendments. 
But with regard to this one in particular | 
have a special objection, for the amendment 
which the Senator from Ohio offers is placed 


| before the Senate upon the one specific ground 
| that if the section which he moves to strike 


| the 


| gration into this country. 


out remain in the bill, our naturalization laws 
will be extended so as to embrace the Chinese 


within the scope of their operations. I do 


|| not believe that the present discriminations 
It was || 


in the naturalization laws are wise or just. | 
believe that the tendency of those discrim- 
inations is to exclude a most valuable immi 
| believe that the 


one great necessity throughout the central 
regions of the West and along the Pacific 


coast is the advent of labor for the purpose 
of developing the resources and constructing 
vast internal improvements of that region, 
and I think that any act of the Senate of the 
United States, which must inevitably be con- 
strued as in hostility to the immigration of 
such labor, is hostile to the best interests of 
the country. 

Now, placed as this amendment of the Sen 
ator from Ohio is upon thissole ground, so far 
as the argument hitherto has gone, that the 
seciion as it is will have the operation of ex- 
tending the naturalization law, so asto embrace 
the Chinese within their scope, | cannot con- 
sent to the amendment without thereby con 
senting to an expression of opinion upon the 
part of the Senate which | believe would be 
unwise and unjust. And I must confess my 
surprise that Senators who have urged and are 
urging the amendment of the Senator from 
Massachusetts upon the Senate on the broad 


ground of human rights alone, should consent 


| to abandon this section which in its scope more 


date and amount of the judgment or decree shall || 


appear from such returns, it shall be lawful for the 
court in which they are filed to issue the necessary | 
process to enforce such decree or judgment in the 


same manner as if the original record was before 
| said court. ; ' 
SEC. . That it shall be the duty of the district 


attorney for the northern district of Illinois to take 
such steps as may be necessary to restore the records 
and files of the circuit and district courts of said | 
district which were destroyed by fire on the 9th of | 
October, 1871, and in which the United States is | 


i 


widely reaches and affects human rights than 
all the rest of the amendment together. 

But enough, sir, perhaps, upon the subject 
of the amendment of the Senator from Qhio. 
[ was led yesterday into a general expression 


| of opinion in reference to the ame ndment of 
| the Senator from Massachusetts, and this hav- 


ing occurred I desire now as briefly as I can 
to give the reasons why | think that the amend 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts does, 
as I said yesterday, strike at the very bulwarks 
of civil liberty in this country. I regard it 
not as an amendmentin favor of haman rights, 
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because | believe if adopted it willleave human 
ba is than they have ever hitherto reposed. 


property is and ever has been local self-gov- 
ernment; and while the Senator from Massa- 


as earnestly as I do in behalf of local govetn- 


amendment proposed by that Senafor and the 
amendment proposed bythe Senator from Wis- 
consin alike, are argued here upon principles 
which are fatal to the rights of the people of 
the States as citizens of the States, and which 
tend direetly to consolidate all authority in 
this nation into one imperial government. 
Now, sir, getting away for a moment from 
abstract considerations, and from the generali 
with regard to privileges and immunities 
and rights which have been indulged in here, 
et us go directly to this measure as it is and 
ee what it is that it proposes. 
clauses relate to the enjoyment by citizens of 


fights in this country upon a more insecure | 


lhe great security for the life, liberty, and | 


chusetts, and those who think with him, speak | 


ment, their acts tend to its overthrow, The || 


The first two | 





| 
| | 


the United States of the ‘ facilities, accom- || 


modations, and privileges ”’ 
; arid the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, in the commencement 
ot his 
demonstrate that by the common law the de- 
nial of these to any citizen of the 
United States of any color was a civil injury for 
which he already possessed a right to bring his 
action for dumages, and | add that in every 
State of the Union the denial of the facilities 


mon carriers and by innkeeper 
arguibent weeks ago, was &t pains to 


facilities 


furnished by innkeepers and by common car- | 


riers to aty citizen, no matter what his eolor, 
a wrong for which that citizen could recover 
in the State courts the damages whieh he had 
iffer ed thereby. 


So that in reference to com 
mon carriers and innkeepers, the Senator from 
Nassachusetts by his amendment proposes 
only to give a remedy in addition to the rem 
edy already provided by the common law of 
the States for a wrong that may be inflicted 
upon any ciizen of the United States; and 
how does he propose to do it? 

Why, from the very foundation of the com- 
mon law this denial ot accommodations or 
lacilities by common e¢arriers or innkeepers 
has been regarded simply as a civil injury 
that the party wronged thereby might pursue 
in his action for damages in the courts having 
appropriate jurisdicion. But now the Sen- 


ator makes it both a civil injury and a misde- || 


meanor punishable by fine and imprisonment. 
ilere totore the civil Injury inflicted by a com- 
mon earrier or 


~ 


only in the eourts of that State; but now it is 
to be made a crime cognizable in the Federal 


an imnkeeper of the kind | 
specified could be pursued by a citizen of a || 
ate against another citizen of the game State 


furnished by ¢om- 








courts, while the individual who has suffered || 


the wrong may also bring his eivil action in | 


the Federal courts. 

lhe jurisdiction of this elass of cases, be- 
tween citizens of the same State, is taken 
out of the State courts and transterred to the 
lederal courts in civil actions, and a new 
spee es of misdemeanor is ereated to be pros- 
ecuted and punished by the Federal courts, 
And see, sir, at what a strange conelusion we 
arrive, if the amendment becomes a part of the 
law of the land. It | am denied by an inn- 
keeper or @ common earrier in my State any 


facility or advantage such as is described in || 


the amendment because even of direet malice 
against me, it is no misdemeanor on his part, 


it is no erime punishable by fine and im- | 
prisonment ; the lederal courts have no juris- || 
diction of the wrong inflicted upon me; I | 


must go only to the courts of my own State 
where the injury has been inflicted, and there 
} am to find redress ; but if the denial of the 
facility of advantage is made on account of 
my color, then forthwith the same act becomes 
a misdemeanor, fur which the party may be 
indieted by the grand jury in the Federal 
courts, and by the sentence of those courts 


} 


} 


i 


| 
j 
| 





may be prosecuted by me in the same courts 
in a civil action. 

Now, sir, itis of but little consequence whether 
the use of the facilities and advantages offered 
by inn-keepers and common e€arriers are rights, 
immunities, and privileges such as are de- 
scribed in the fourteenth amendment or not. 
They exist by the common law of all the 
States, and the Senator will only depress the 
powers and functions of the States and elevate 
the power and functions of the Federal Govern- 
ment by his amendment. But the other cases 
are of a different character. He next would 


punish owners of theaters if they refuse to | 


allow admission into their places of entertain- 
ment to any person on account of color. If I 
attempt to enter a theater in Connecticut, and 
am excluded from any motive personal to my- 
self except color, upon the theory of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, I must resort to my 
action in the courts of my State; but if I am 
excluded on account of my color I may go to 
the Federal courts, and the owner is guilty 
of a misdemeanor cognizable in the Federal 
jurisdiction, 

But, sir, I deny entirely that it is an injury 


to a party refused the purchase of a ticket to | 


a theater, for which he may maintain an action 
against the license or manager of that theater. 
lf the manager sells him a ticket, then all the 
privileges purchased by that ticket he has a 
right to, and if they are refused he may main- 
tain his action against the manager; but the 
amendment credtes an entirely new class of 
civil injuries as well as misdemeanors in 
making the manager of the theater liable if 
he refuses to sell tickets to such persons as 
may choose to demand them. The amend- 
ment next provides that trustees, commission- 
ers, Superintendents, and other officers of the 
common schools and othet public institutions 


| of learning in the several States, shall be for- 


bidden to make any discrimination on account 
of color, and be punished by fine and impris- 
onment or by civil action for damages, at the 
option of the person who claims to have been 
injured. 

While so far as the State which I in part 
represent is concerned this is a matter perfect- 
ly immaterial, for the children dwelling in that 
State, whether white or black, ever since my 
remembrance, have been accustomed to attend 
the same schools, and I never knew ot heard 
of a denial of the privilege either by law or 
custom, yet at the same time with tespect to 
our school system we are tenacious; with re- 
spect to our rights over that school system we 
are tenacious. 
foundation as a Commonwealth. Our fathers 
began by making provision for the education 


| of every child, and I have often read the re- 


cords in the old town record-books ; and even 
in those days the fathers made no discrim- 
ination of color, but provided for the educa- 
tion of every child within the township; and 
as generatious and centuries have passed away 
and we have seen the blessed influetices of 
our educational system upon ourselves and 
upon those who have gone out from us to build 
up communities in other portions of the land, 
we have grown still more and more tenacious 
of that system, and of our power of control 
of it as we ourselves may see fit. And we 
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not see how you are to restrain that powe, 


in reference to other topics relating to edu,. 
tion; and so we see and hear now continua! y 
more and more of efforts made to bring ths 
Federal Government into direct contro] of 
the school systems of the States. 

The amendment goes on to subject trustees 
and officers of church organizations to fines anq 


| imprisonments and to liabilities for damages jy 
| civil actions unless they shall furnish to all per. 


It has been our pride from oar | 





do not like that Representatives from distaft | 
States should assist us in the control of our | 
school fund, or in the distribution of the | 


schocl moneys provided for the education 
of the youth of the State. It is because this 
amendment of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts exerts Federal 


authority over the | 


sons without discrimination of color, accommo- 
dations in their churches alike. I believe that 
clause in the amendment to be in violation of 
that amendment to the Constitution of the 


| United States which protects religious liberty 
| in this country; but 1 do not care to argue 


| whether it does or not. 


in my judgment, the 


| Senator from Massachusetts was not aware 
| when he placed this clause in his amendment 


how sensitive a topic he was approaching. Jy 
my judgment, he was not aware how tender 
a chord may be touched in the hearts of the 
people of this country by any interference by 
the Government of the United States with the 


| church organizations and the churches of the 
| land. 


lt is not now an offense, nor is it now 
a civil injury, for the officers of a church 
organization to exclude whom they please 
not members of that organization from the 
edifice in which the society meets to worship ; 
but by the amendment of the Senator trom 
Massachusetts we have the strange offense 
created by which one who refuses to partici- 


| pate in his religious exercises with another, is 


| thereby to be subjected to fine and imprison- 


ment by the sentence of the judicial tribunals 
of the United States. 

Sir, | have no hesitation upon this subject 
personally, and | think the people of my State 
have not. I will go to the house of worship with 
the humblest negro in the land; I will kuee! 
by his side at the sacramental table; but in 
that solemn hour | want the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts to stand baek with his human laws, 
for the laws that bind our communion there, 
take hold beyond the vail where there Master 
has gone before ; and I think these are feelings 
which are deep in the hearts of the people of 
this country. 

The only pretense for this strange power 
which the Senator invokes the Federal Gov- 
ernment to exercise, is that the churches of 


| the land are incorporated organizations, and 


| ation Cah measure. 
| the support of your laws of incorporation from 


that their charters of incorporation are created 
by the laws of the States, as if the laws of the 
States conferred a favor upon the churches by 
giving them leave to be. 

Sir, the churches have their being before 


_and back of any laws of incorporation. ‘| he 


churehes confer upon the States and upon the 
United States benefits which no man’s imagin- 
If you were to withdraw 


the churches with the idea that thereby the 
churches would fall, never would disappoint- 
ment be more complete than youre. If you 
were to suffer your churches to fall, if you 
were to suffer the thousands of spires that all 


| over this land are pointing our people the way 
| to heaven to topple down, you would strike the 
| deadliest blow, ay, sir, a fatal blow at self- 

| government and republican liberty, at virtue, at 


schools and the school officers of the States || 


that the provision which the Senator has 
placed in it is most objectionable. I am not 


| certain that the same general rule of expe- 


subjeeted to fine and imprisonment, and also, |) 


diency extends to all the States of the 
United States, but this I am certain of, that 
if you give to the Federal Government power 
to interfere in the regulation of the schools | 


society itself. 

The State gives to the churches power to 
incorporate themselves because upon the Siate 
those organizations confer such enormous ben- 
efits. The State cannot stand without them ; 
for without them anarchy would overwhelm 
every State. And now the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts proposes to take advantage of the 
laws of the States authorizing the imecorpora- 
tion of ecclesiastical societies to put in there 
the finger of human law to regulate the liberty 
wherewith Christ bath made His people free. 
Sir, the people will not endure it. You may 
pass a thousand such amendments as this, but 
the people will not endure that you shall inter- 
fere with the regulation of the mode and the 


of the different States upon one subject, I do || associations in which they shall worship God. 
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But, sir, the Senator is not content with | 
ibis. Through all the business ramifications | 
society he follows the citizen, taking away 
fom him the shelter of State law, and impos- 
upon him penalties of new crimes and | 
jisdemeanors created by Federal law. He 
enters the sanctuary of God with unholy hand, 
an he follows the citizen to the grave and 
says that he shall not lie there side by side 

nly with those whom he shall choose to be 

is companions in his last resting-place. And 
what for? What is the need of all this? I do 
not care to talk about constitutional questions, 
particularly upon this part of the amendment. 

Who has been harmed throughout this broad 

and by the denial to a citizen of a place of 
sepulture in a public cemetery? | listened 

carefully to the speech of the Senator from 
Massachusetts and to his array of evidence, 
and | do not remember that anywhere any 
wrong had been committed in reference to the | 
adminiatration of ecclesiastical organizations, 
except that he said somewhere a colored sol- 
dier had been refused the sacrament. Sup- 
pose he had; suppose it wasa wrong; that he 
was fitted to communicate, are we, the Con- 
cress of the United States, to dictate to the 
churches whom they shall receive to the com- 
munion of the body and blood of the blessed 
Lord? God forbid it, sir. And yet the only 
evil inflicted by an ecclesiastical organization 
which the Senator recited in his long array of 
wrongs, as he termed them, was that. 

With regard to cemetery associations I rec- 
ollect nothing except that he read a letter from 
some one who stated that in Rhode Island, while 
the funeral service over the remains of a col- 
ored woman was being performed in the church 


n 


go 
lp 


1 








her body was left in the vestibule. 1 have 
seen that done with white persons, and never 
deemed it was because of their color. This is 


the grievance upon this branch of the amend- 
ment which the Senator from Mississippi in- 
vokes the Federal power to restrain! Sir, it 
is an absurdity. 

Wherever there is a wrong enumerated in 
this amendment the law of every State pro- 
vides already an adequate remedy. The 
Senator from Massachusetts says that negroes 
are turned out of the cars. Let them bring 
their action, and in every State in the United 
States the law is so that they have got the same 
rights that | have. A little while ago one 
negro had courage enough to bring his action 
in an old slave and rebel State, and he recov- 
ered damages for being excluded from the cars. 

I listened to the Senator’s letter from Mr. 
Cardozo, of South Carolina, invoking this 
species s of Federal legislation, and yet the law 
of South Carolina makes every citizen of that 
State equal, in rights, privileges, and immuni- 
ties, in railroad cars, theaters, inns, and every- 
where else. Mr. Cardozo, in that letter, giv- 
ing his reasons for the invocation of Federal 
authority, said that in their State courts judges 
and juries were so prejudiced that they could 
not hope for justice. Judges and juries so 
prejudiced in South Carolina, where the negro 
majority is thirty thousand, where they control 
the executive, legislative, and judicial depart- 
ments of the government! Sir, I fear that 
there are agitators in the colored race as well 
as in the white race, and I fear that many of 
the communications which the Senator trom 
Massachusetts read had for their object some- 
thing more than the rights of the colored race. 





With regard to cemetery associations and 
schools and churches, I am clearly of opinion 
that the Federal Government ought not to in- 
terfere. I think it best to leave those matters | 
which are cognizable by human laws to regu- | 
lation by the States. Why, sir, the other Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wuitson,] a 

-w days since, in some brief remarks that he 
ain on this subject, rejoiced that in that 
Commonwealth they had got over all these old | 
prejudices whereby these injuries were inflicted | 
upon the colored race; and how did they get | 





over them? Did they get over them by creat- 
ing new crimes, new penalties, and new courts? 
They left it to the slow operation of time and 
of human nature and of the law of God, as 
preached from the thousand pulpits of Massa- 
chusetis, and it has brought them out right. 
Better far so to do than attempt the species of 
legislation which is embodied in the amend- 
ment. 

But, sir, after all the impulse that I have 
felt upon me to speak on this matter has been 
created not so much by the legislation embod- 
ied in thisamendment as by the principles upon 
which that legislation has been attempted to 
be justified before this body. In substance 
the principle is the same, whether it is enun 
ciated by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
{ Mr. SuMNER, | the Senator from Indiana, { Mr. 
Morron, | or the Senator from Wisconsin, | Mr. 
CaRPENTER.] That principle substantially is 
this: that by the saaidinn of the three most 
recent amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States, our old system of Government 
has been subverted. You may undertake to 
draw a line short of the position assumed by 
the Senator from Indiana, as the Senator from 
Wisconsin did attempt, but it will be in vain. 
Your reasoning upon this bill carries you to 
the full length of giving to the Federal Gov- 
ernment complete legislative authoriiy over 
every interest affecting the life, liberty, aud 
property of every citizen of the United States, 
and leaves to the State Legislatures absolutely 
nothing. 

Now let us see. Senators have based their 
arguments upon the fourteenth article of 
amendment to the Constitution. The Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts based a part of his 
argument upon the thirteenth article—a stretch 
of construction so extravagant that no one has 
followed him therein; deriving from an amend- 
ment that says not one word about color, that 
has not « suggestion of discriminations about 
color in it, an amendment that only prohibits 
slavery avd authorizes Congress to enact laws 
to enforce the prohibition, the power to enter 
into the churches and schools of the States 
and create crimes and misdemeanors and in- 
flict fines and penalties because of discrimina- 
tions of color. It seems to me that the state- 
ment of the claim thus set up by the Senator 
from Massachusetts in relation to the thir- 
teenth amendment is its own refutation. But 
the claim made with regard to the fourteenth 
amendment is more plausible. It is under 
the following three clauses that the Senators 
insist upon the right to enact the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Massachusetts : 

*“No State shall make or enforce any law which 
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens 
of the United States; nor shall any State deprive 
any person of life, libe arty, or property, without due 
process of law; nor deny to any person within its 
jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws,’’ 

Now, it is said in regard to all three of these 
clauses that, without waiting for any action on 
the part of the States, cousidering simply the 
subject-matter to which the three clauses refer, 


Congress has the right to enact affirmative laws || 


to the full scope of the subjects embraced in 


them, so that upon this reasoning Congress | 


may enact laws to secure the privileges and 
immunities of citizens of the United States ; 
may enact laws for the protection of life, lib- 
erty, and property; may enact lews giving to 
all persons the equal protection of the laws. at 
least concurrently with the States; and upon 
the principle of this amendment, if State laws 
are already in existence on the subject, and 
Congress is of opinion that the sanction of the 
State laws is insufficient, Congress may add 
additional sanctions by fine, imprisonment, 
and the like. So thatif a State shall enact a 
law making robbery, which deprives a man of 
property, an offense punishable by ten years’ 
imprisonment in the State prison, and Con- 
gress shall deem that insufficient, under author- 
ity derived from the fourteeuth amendment to 
protect citizens in life, liberty, and property, 


| 





| the 





it may enact laws inflicting a punishment 
of twenty years’ imprisonment. Murder is a 
crime which deprives a man of life. Hitherto 
the States have enacted laws for its suppres- 


|| sion; but, upon the theory of Senators, Con- 


gress, under the fourteenth amendment, has 
full power to enact laws for the protection of 
life, and if it deem, as many deem, the penalty 
of death now inflicted by the laws of most of 
States too severe, Congress may change 
that, and make the penalty of murder impris- 
onment for life, and all State laws are abro- 


| gated instantly thereby 


Mr. CARPENTER. Will 1 distarb my 
friend if | ask him a question at that point? 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut, Not at all. 

Mr. CARPENTER. This subject is so ex- 
ceedingly important and the Senator is discuss- 
ing it with such great ability and clearness that 
[ desire to put this exact question to him, be- 
cause I want to hear his view of it. Suppose 
the State of Mississippi to-morrow should pass 
a law repealing all punishment tor murdering 
a black man, and in that state of things the 
matter comes to knowledge of Congress. The 
fourteenth article of the Constitution says that 
‘no State shall deny to any person the equal 
protection of the laws.’’ ‘The State of Missis 
sippi has done it by abolishing the statute 
which punishes murder if committed upon a 
black man. The last clause of the fourteenth 
amendment is that ** Congress shailhave power 
by appropriate legislation to enforce this arti- 
cle.’ Now, how is that to be done unless 
Congress in such a case shall pass a law to 
punish the murder of black men in Missis- 








sippi? 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. The case 
which the Senator supposes is not one arising 
within the principles upon which this amend- 
ment has been argued from beginning to end. 

Mr. CARPENILER. No; 1 concede that. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. If a State 


|| actually enacts a law re a citizen of the 


equal protection of the laws, | will not under: 
take to say that under the fourteenth amend- 
ment Congress may not legislate; nor will | 
aver that under the fourteenth amendment it 
may legislate. I will simply leave that as a 
question to be decided when the exigency shall 
arise. It may turn out to be a casus omissus, 
or it may bea proper matter for legislation by 
Congress under the fourteenth amendment. 

But what I am considering, and have been 
considering all the while, is the principle upon 
which this particular amendment has been 
argued, going so far as to say that preliminary 
to, and utterly regardless of, all State legisla- 
tion, State authority, or State function, Con- 
gress by virtue of the fourteenth amendment 
has full, complete, and sweeping jurisdiction 
to enact laws for the security of the rights, 
privileges, and immunities of the citizens of the 
| United States and of the several States to the 
fullest extent to which State legislation has ever 
been e i »d by the States during the whole 
history of our country, Congress, upon the 
theory advocated by the Senator from Indi- 
ana—and the Senator from Wisconsin must 
pardon me, but | cannot see the distinction in 
principle between that theory and his own, 
| although he reprobated, and | think deserv- 
edly, the theory of the Senator from Indiana— 
Cougress, upon the theory that it is necessary 
to give to all citizens the equal protection of 
the laws, that it is necessary to secure all cill- 
zens in the right to life, liberty, and property, 
may go into every city, town, borough, and 
hamlet in the United States and enact ordi- 
nary police laws, and put a Federal officer to 
ke ep gi uard over your streets. 

Now, where are we going r to land? 








I agree 


with the Senator from Wisconsin that this 
an exceedingly important question. We are 
diving down now to those deep questions which 


underlie the Government, and we are ee de 
for Ourselves and posterity, lor to- day and for 


ide 


| all time to come, what are the changes made 
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in this Government by the adoption of the 
three last amendments to the Constitution. 
lf they mean all that the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts says, God help us; the foundations 
stricken away from under 
We shall not fall at once: communities 
never made as 

are never made with an ostensibly 
wrong ovject: usurpations are always made 


of civil liberty are 


never do Usurpations are 


usurpation 


under the pretense of doing good, and usurpa- 


made under old forms. 

Sir, | come from a portion of my country 
where | see all around me diffused the benefi- 
cent effects and influences of local self-gov- 
Beginning in our little townships, 
extending to the State Legislative Assemblies, 
everywhere there for two hundred years we 
Go into the 
Parliament of England and listen to the de- 
bates; one day they are discussing what they 
hall do to maintain the poor; go in another 
day and they ure attempting to build up @ 8ys- 
go in another day 
and they are talking of ecclesiastical estab- 
lishments, and the propriety of keeping them 
up or overthrowing them. Gointo a New Kng- 
land town meeting, and the whole community, 
New England farmers and mechanicsand mer 
chants and lawyers and ministers are gathered 


tions are always 


‘nment., 


have been governing ourselves. 


em of national education; 


ere, and they are enacting their local laws | 


educating their children, for taking care 
And when they gather together 
to worship God by the simplest form of eccle- 
astical organization, they possess themselves 
the rights of a corporation underthe State to 
tnke care of their ecclesiastical establishments. 


of their poor. 


It has been going on for a century and a half; 
id now, sir, go all over this wide world and 


find if you can a community where there is 
equal general intelligence, culture, virtue, and 
prosperity as in New England. Follow out 
the lines of her parallels across the Alleghanies 
and the Mississippi to the Pacific, and every- 
vhere where the footsteps of her children have 
trod have the church and the school-house 
rone up side by side, and the love of liberty 
burned brightestin the breasts of the men that 
dwell there; and all this comes from our system 
of local self government. 
lhe Senator from Massachusetts may talk 
loudly and eloquently of humanrights. Lagree 
with him in the advocacy of human rights ; 
but, sir, | would protect and buttress human 
rights in this land by the salvation of those 
local institutions which have made those rights 
» sacred to us, and which have made them 
now at last dominant over the continent. It 
because this amendment is an insidious 
ente ring wedge to overthrow these bulwarks, 
and because | believe that if the construction 
which the Senator and his associates have put 
upon the new amendments to the Constitution 
be received as the law of this country we may 
hid farewell to our hopes of American liberty 
for the generations to come, that I oppose it. 
No, sir, no. If there be in any State citi- 
zens of the United States who, to use the lan- 
iage of the Senator from Massachusetts, are 
insulted, outraged, wronged, by being expelled 
from ears or inns, let them bring their actions 
in the courts of the States where the injury 
is inflicted, or, if they be residents of other 
States, in the Federal courts; and that is all 
that I can do, that is all that the Senator from | 
Massachusetts can do, and he and they and 
[ will alike find reparation for our injuries 
afforded to us there. If that remedy is insuffi- 
cient, go and work and labor and toil with the 
Legislatures of the States as that Senator has 
) fearlessly, so faithfully, so gloriously toiled 
twenty years in the great cause of liberty 
and equality. The Senator mourned that even 
Massachusetts was not spotless in this respect, | 
because he said that at midnight of an inclem- 
ent day in the capital of Massachusetts a 
negro was refused admission to any. hotel. | 
Was it so? Then go to the Legislature of | 


‘ 





Massachusetts, ask her to right her citizen 





' 











who, you say, has thus been outraged ; do not 
come here and trample down every other right 
of Massachusetts in order that you may obtain 
that justice to one of her citizens which she 
is ready and willing herself to afford. 

But it is said it may not be so in some south- 
ern States. I have asked the representatives 
of the southern States here, ‘‘ What are your 
laws?’’ and I find the laws of those States to 
be in accord with the common law in regard 
to the injuries for which this amendment is 
expected to furnish a remedy; and the Senator 
must wait somewhat for the operation of time 
to accomplish all the results whose beginnings 
are found in the war in which we have been 
involved. 

Mr. President, | have spoken longer and 
perhaps more earnestly than I oaght to have 
done; but Ido not wantto be misconstrued in 
reference to the position which I take regard- 
ing this amendment, and I am anxious that 
Senators should remember that there is some- 
thing yet in the functions of the States which 
is sacred and which ought to be preserved 
sacred, and which is absolutely essential to 


the perpetuity of free institutions on this 


continent. 

Mr. KELLY. Mr. President, before this vote 
is taken I wish to express my own views upon 
the question. I think the amendment pro- 


posed by the Senator from Massachusetts | 


{Mr. Sumner] is intended to work only and 
solely for the benefit of those whose cause he 
has espoused. At the present time, as has 
been so eloquently said by the Senator who 
has just taken his seat, all the wrongs that 
have been or can be inflicted on the colored 
race, in most of the States at least, are now 
remedied in the local ieee and I will 
take his own State of Massachusetts as an 
illustration of all. There, as he states, all the 
rights that his bill is intended to protect have 
been guarantied to the colored citizens of that 
State equally with the whites, and they have 
for the infraction of those rights the privilege 
and the right to go into the State courts, and 
they have some nineteen or twenty county 
seats where those wrongs may be redressed. 
But suppose the Senator’s bill becomes a law 
and is held to be a constitutional enactment 
under the Constitution of the United States, 
where are these colored persons to go in 
order to have their wrongs redressed? The 
bill itself provides: 


The same jurisdiction and powers are hereby 
conferred, and the same duties enjoined upon, the 
courts and officers of the United States, in the execu- 
tion of this act, as are conferred and enjoined upon 
such courts and officers in sections three, four, five, 
Seven, and ten of an act entitled ‘An act to protect 
all persons in the United States in their civil rights, 
and to furnish the means of their vindication,’ 
passed April 9, 1866, 

By the third section of that act all offenses 
against it are made cognizable in the district 
and circuit courts of the United States, and it 


is there declared that they shall have exclusive | 


cognizance of all those cases. So, then, if a 
colored man be excluded from a car or from a 
theater, the circuit and district courts of the 
United States are to have cognizance of the 
action brought on account of the exclusion. 
Therefore, if acolored man should be deprived 
of these rights in one of the western counties of 
the State of Massachusetts, in Berkshire, he 
is compelled in order to obtain redress to go 


to Boston where the United States courts are | 


holden. 

We know, too, Mr. President, how the busi- 
ness in the United States courts has been 
increasing within the last few years. The 
bankruptcy and the admiralty jurisdictions 
bringthere a large numberof causes, and then 
all the cases that arise out of infractions of the 


revenue lawsare decided in those courts; and | 


yet with all the business crowding upon these 
courts, colored men are to be compeiled to go 
from one extreme of a State to another, in 
order to have redress for their wrongs. You 
take away the State jurisdiction; you deprive 
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courts where for two hundred years they haya 
had their wrongs redressed, you send them 
off to a distant locality, you send them to but 
a single court in a State. This isthe effect of 
the amendment. Is that a benefit to the eo). 
ored people? Is it not rather a gross injury ? 

Mr. President, if this measure be constiiy. 
tional, then so far as the United States ¢ urts 
assume that jurisdiction, so far are the States 
deprived of it; and thus it becomes an utter 
destruction of State rights to that extent 
Every colored man is precluded from going 


into the State courts to have his wrongs re. 


dressed. 

When the fourteenth amendment to the Con. 
stitution was adopted, was it intended by the 
States that gave their assent to it to thus sur. 
render up their jurisdiction in civil matters? 
Did Massachusetts at the time she assented to 
it agree that her colored citizens should not 
be heard in her local tribunals? Must tiey 
go into a court where the judges are not of 
their own selection? I think there is not 
single State of the Union which intended when 


| it assented to the fourteenth amendment to 


give up this jurisdiction to the Federal Goy- 
ernment. In Massachusetts the railroad facil- 
ities are great and in territorial extent it is 
but a small State; people can go rapidly from 
one portion of it to another; men can go to 
Boston, where the Federal courts are holden, 
without any difficulty; but look at the other 
States which are larger. Take the State that 
| have the honor in part to represent. From 
the eastern boundary of that State to Portland, 
where the United States courts are holden, it is 
a distance of some four hundred miles. That 


| has all to be traveled by land in certain seasons 


of the year, and two hundred miles of it at least 
is land travel allthe year. It costs twice as 
much to make that journey as it does to go from 
here to Chicago, and it takes twice as long. 
Are witnesses to be brought that distance to 
testify in cases like this of such small import- 
ance as those resulting from depriving a man 
of the right to ride in a railroad-car or ina 
stage-coach? All this expense must be en- 
dured. A single court in Portland, in the 
State of Oregon, is to try a case that may be 
brought from four hundred miles in one direc- 
tion and three hundred miles in another. That 
State in its territorial extent is greater than the 
States of New York and Pennsylvania com- 
bined; and yet every man who is deprived of 
these rights must go to that single court to 
have his wrongs redressed. [ say it isa wrong 
to the person who is compelled to prosecute 
his case in that court, and it is a greater wrong 
to the man who is charged with an offense of 
this kind to take him from his home, four 
hundred miles off, and compel him to answer 
that which he could better meet in his own 
county and near his own home. 


The bill of the Senator from Massachusetts, 


'as I have said, provides that the Federal 


courts shall try all these cases; but even if it 
did not, if it be constitutional the Federal 
courts would take this jurisdiction, and if they 
do take it the States cannot have it. And yet 
in every State in this Union, I suppose, where 
a& man was improperly ejected from a car on 


| account of race or color, he could maintain an 


action. It has been done. I myself have 
ridden with colored men in cars and in stage 
coaches, and [ know that they have, in so far 
as those rights are concerned, the same that 
| have—no more, no less. If their rights 
are infringed, they can go to the State courts 
and have redress just the same as | can my- 
self. Itis true that in the matter of schools 
it may be different. Most of the States have 
schools for colored children and separate 
schools for white childref. 

Again, it is provided ‘*that any person vio- 
lating any of the provisions of the foregoing 
section, or aiding in their violation, or inciting 
thereto, shall, for every such offense, forfeit 
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nd pay’’ acertain sum of money. If white 
ol children, for instance, have a difficulty 

with eolored children may be in the 
|, they are to be punished by indictment 

1e Federal courts. Instead of going to a 
court, where such cases are properly 
cognizable, an indictment is to be framed, they 


who 


noice 


e to be tried, they are to be punished by the 
Federal courts, and taken for that purpose 
m one extreme of the State to another. 


(he honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
I think, will admit it to be a settled 
principle of law, that if the Federal courts 
ive cognizance of these cases, the State eourts 
cannot have; sothat for every little petty mis- 
demeanor of school children the State courts 
can afford no redress. Or suppose an indi 
vidual is excluded from a theater; it may be 
on account of his color or it may be for any 
other cause, yet that matter is to be decided 
in the same way, in only one court in a State, 
and that a Federal court. Now, I submit that 
never intended that the right of the 
States to control and adjudicate such ques- 
tions should be given upin that way. Remem- 
ber, that if the fourteenth amendment to the 
Con stitution has taken away the right of the 

tates to regulate their own domestic concerns 

n their own way, and conferred this jurisdic: 
tion upon the Federal courts, a mere repeal of 
this law would not afterward give that right 
back to the States. If the Constitution has 
given_it to the federal Government it cannot 
be taken away, and the States are forever 
deprived of this right. If the United States 
can, under the fourteenth amendment, punish 
white people for infringing the rights of colored 
people, why can they not punish white people 
for infringing the rights of white people? Cer- 
tainly they have a right to protect ail classes, 
and if they can protect the colored people, and 
ifthe right belongs exclusively to the United 
States to protect ‘colore d peo; »le, it belongs i in 
an equal degree to the United States to pro- 
tect the white people also. So the Federal 
Government may assume the entire control of 
this matter; it may punish for all offenses, 
wherever they may arise and whoever may be 
injured. It is because of this infraction of 
State rights ; it is because it takes away the 
privileges that the States have had from time 
immemorial; it is it confers these 
rights upon a distant tribunal, that 1 oppose 
the proposition betore the Senate. 

But, Mr. President, there is another reason. 
Why will these colored people not go where 
they have laws to protect their rights, and 
have the offenders punished when their rights 
may be transgressed? I beg to call attention 
to a letter that was read the other day by the 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts to show 
that all these wrongs are merely imaginary. 
This is the letter: 


it was 


because 


“Hon. CHARLES SUMNER, United States Senate: 

‘DearR sir: I am a colored man, resident of the 
State of Arkansas. 

**T have seen and experienced much of the dis- 
abilities which rest upon my race and people from 
the mere accident of color. Grateful to God and the 
Republicans of this country for our emancipation 
and the recognition of our citizenship, | am never- 
theless deeply impressed with the necessity for fur- 
ther legislation in order tor the perfection of our 
rights as American citizens. 

‘Tam also thoroughly persuaded that this needed 
legis lation should come from the national Congress, 

‘ Local or State legislation will necessarily be par- 
tial and vacillating. Besides, our experience is to 
the effect that the local State governments are unre- 
liable for the enforcement of execution of laws for 
this purpose. 

**In Arkansas, for example, a statute was enacted 
by the General Assembly of 1868 for the purpose of 
securing the equal rights of colored persons upon 
steamboats, railroads, and public thoroughfares gen- 
erally. The provisions of the statute were deemed 
good, if not entirely sufficient; yet to the present 
time gross indignities continue to be perpetrated 
upon colored travelers, men and women, while those 
charged under oath to see the laws faithfully exe- 
cuted look on with seeming heartless indifference, 
while the law remains a dead letter on the statute- 


book.” 

It seems that here is the State of Arkansas, 
that has a Legislature, a Governor and judges, 
all of the Republican party, and there are 





Senators here representing that State on the 
floor of the Senate. 1868 that State has 
heen, as I say, entirely under the control of 
the Republican party. A Republican Legis- 
lature passed these laws; they have judges of 
their own selection; and yet they say that their 
own people will not enforce these laws. Now, 
can they have any righttocall uponus? Have 
the “y a right to call on the State of Massachu- 
setts to surrender up her local legislation and 
her own laws, merely to afford them redress 
when they will not do it themselves? Whydo 
they not administer their laws? Wil! it be 
any better for them if the United States courts 
take cognizance of cases of this kind? Sup- 
pose this measure become a law, are the col- 
ored people of Arkansas any more protected 
than now when their own ji udges are amenable 
to the voters there? Why cannot these col- 
ored people go and bring suits in their own 
State courts? Will their judges not decide 
properly? Are the jurors of that State false 
to their trust? If so, you cannot correct the 
evil by sending all such cases to a single Fed- 
eral court in a State, and making every col- 
ored man for an infraction of his rights go to 
that court and there prosecute his case. They 
must do something for themselves. It will not 
do for them to call on Jupiter for assistance 
and yet not lend any aid themselves. They 
ought to study the fable, that he who will do 
nothing but pray can never expect that his 
wrongs will be alien d. He must do some- 
thing | for himself; he must remember that— 

*““Who would be free, strike the 

blow.”’ 

Not that they should go to warfare, but they 
should do something; they should see that their 
othcers of whom they complain are turned out 
and better ones put in. 

The very fact that the State of Arkansas 
passed those laws in 1868, when the fourteenth 
amendment was adopted, shows really that 
they supposed they bad a right to redress 
those wrongs in their own local tribunals. It 
was not then their belief that the Federal 
Gqvernment alone could take cognizance of 
cases of this kind; else why did they pass that 
statute? I have been told by a Senator from 
Louisiana that the same laws are there; and 
so in South Carolina. ‘The Senator from Mis- 
sissippi who is now absent, the other day, in 
his argument, said they had the same laws 
there. Now, I again put this question: why 
should every State in the Union that enforces 
these laws and accords to colored people equal 
rights with the whites, give upall those rights, 
give them up forever, merely to accommodate 
a few persons who may be indifferent to their 
own rights at home? 

These are the objections I have to the bill 
of the Senator from Massachusetts. It takes 
away from the people the right to decide ques- 
tions in their local tribunals. Instead of the 
courts that act being amenable to the people, 
amenable to those who are injured, they are 
distant; the Federal courts are away from 
them. When any oneis injured he cannot call 


Since 


themselves must 


to account those whom he selects to office. 
But if on the other hand these wrongs are 


punished and redressed in the State courts, 
then when any one is injured he sees to it that 
the officer is displaced and that a new one is 
elected who will discharge his duties better 
When the colored people have all this power 
in their own hands, why will they not exercise 
it, if indeed its exercise be really needed? 

I am unwilling, for these reasons, Mr. Pres- 
ident, to give up the rights that the States have 
merely to redress imaginary wrongs. I think, 
for the reasons I have stated, it will be seen 
that the colored people themselves are not to 
be benefited by it in any way, while a great 
injury will be inflicted on the people wherever 
these laws are in force in the distance they 
will have to travel to the courts, in the ex- 
pense they will necessarily incur in the pros- 
ecutions, and above all in allowing this enter- 


ing wedge to be made which will in time take 
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away and destroy all the right that the States 
now have to punish wrongs in their own courts 
They had that right and they onght to have it, 
unless some good reason can be given why we 
should take it away. 

A question was propourded by the Senator 
from Wisconsin ot this kind to the Senator 
from Connecticut: suppose the State of Mis- 
sissippi should pass a law abolishing all pun- 
ishment for the crime of murder, would it not 
be the duty of the United States to interfere 
to protect ‘the people there? Mr. President 
itis hardly proper for that honorable Senator 
to suppose a case of that kind, to 
that a State will at once abdicate all its rights 
as a State, to suppose that it is not gaing to 
protect its own people from wrong of that kind, 
It is a thing which we have not the right to 
suppose at all. When has any State abdicated 
these rights of self-government ? 
State that bas ever abolished all punishment 
for murder or for any other crime? Not one ; 
and I think it is unjust to sup pose any of the 
States will everdo it. But it the State of Mis- 
sissippi should be so far forgetful of its duty to 
its own citizens as to abolish the punishment 
for the crime of murder, they themseives must 
suffer the wrong, they themselves must learn 
in time to redress the wrongs of their people. 
The Government of the United States has no 
right in that 
neglects its duty, to pass a general law for the 
punishment of crimes inevery State. We must 
remember that our laws are to be uniform 
throughout the United States. If 
has the right to punish crime in the State of 
Mississippi, it has and it is the duty of this 
body to pass a law making that crime punish 
able in every other State. We cannot select 
one State and say that the Constitution of the 
United States applies to punishing 


Suppose 


Is there any 


case, simply because one State 


Congress 


crimes in 
‘The laws must 
be uniform everywhere, and the y must be ear 
ried into effect in the State of New York and 
the State of Massachusetts as well as in the 
State of Mississippi or elsewhere. I say even 
on the supposition that any State wonld be 
derelict in its duty and fail to pass a law, it 
would not justify the United on in making 
a general crimiual code for all the 
There is another ground of 
There cannot be any divided jurisdiction in 
this matter. In regard to all made 
punishable by the Federal Government, the 
State courts necessarily must cease jurisdiction 
over them. There is no concurrent jurisdic- 
tion. The Federal Government cannot punish 
and the State courts punish too; and if the 
Federal courts undertake to punish these 
crimes, then, at once, the jurisdiction of the 
State courts ceases. Are we now prep ired to 
accede to the doctrine that in case the United 
States courts punish for riot, as it seems a law 
passed at the last session of the present Con 
gress authorized, necessarily the State courts 
have no right to do that? ‘The Constitution 
itself provides that in all cases, the 
jurisdiction arises under the . the 
Federal courts have exclusive jurisdiction over 
that kind. So | say that if the 
Federal courts have a right to punish riot, if 
they have a right to punish murder, if they 
have a right to punish any other crime, so far 
the State courts have ceased their jurisdiction, 
so far State rights have been abrogated, 
they have been annulled. 


tates 
aiianieed 


crimes 


where 
Constitution 


offenses ot 


so tar 


It is because of thi 


| conclusion, it is because Congress is assuming 


jurisdiction in so many cases, that I think we 
should pause before we go further. 

We see bills here presented autiorizing the 
United States to take cognizance of the edu 
cation of the youth of the country. We see 
bills presented and reported here authorizing 
the United States courts to have cognizance of 
all corporations. [tis proposed to pass corpo- 
ration laws,to pass education laws, and there 
have even been petitions presented that we 
shall take cognizance of the selling of liquors 
and the granting of licenses to sell liquors in 









ates. That is all to be taken away from 
to be conferred upon the Ied- 
Feder It is 
evident that I do 
sage o! of this kind, and 
the States should be sovereign and 
cal legislation, and that the Fed- 
the kederal laws should be 
cu es 
it 


you 


it ites and 


irts and al Legislature. 
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tendency 
laws 

i thal 
ipreu 


ie lh 


al Cour aud 
ed Lo 


] ‘ 
wth C. i bat, 


of national cogui- 
Lue proper 
and because 


thal are 


seems to me, 
should observe 
Senator 


these 


mclion 
Massachusetts 
rights, I vote 


ol the from 


upon shall 


lhe PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ay- 


rHONY in the chair.) The question is on the 
iotion of the Senator from Wisconsin { Mr, 
CARPENTER] to perfect the portion of the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachu- 


etts proposed to be stricken out by the Sena- 
tor from Ohio 

The Cuter Cierk. It is proposed by Mr. 
SHERMAN to strike out the filth section of the 
umendment of Mr. Sumner in the following 
word 

sec. --. That every law, statute, ordinance, regu- 

ation, « istom inconsistent with this act, or mak- 

I rimination against any person on account 
f by the use of the word “white,” is hereby 
repealed and annulled. 

it is proposed by Mr. Carpenter to amend 

hat section so as to make it read— 

ihat every discrimination against any person on 

t of color by the use of the word “ white,” in 
iy law, statute, ordinance, or vegulahion. is hereby 
eu land annulled, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 

n is on this amendment of the Senator trom 

nein, 

Mr. SUMNER. | have no objection to that. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. lhe yeas 

i nays have been ordered, I believe. 

ir, SUMNER. Letthisamendment of the 

ator trom Wiscousin be adopted, lt is 
merely to perfect the original proposition, not 
to Change 118 Character. 

Mr. KERRY, of Connecticut. I did not 

bserve What the amendment was. 

lhe PRES!DING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Wisconsin is with a 
view of pertec ling the seclion proposed by the 
Senator trom Ohio to be stricken out. 

Mr. FEURY, of Connecticut l have no 
objection to tl I recollect it now. 

lhe PRIs [DING OFFICER. If there is | 
no objecuon, the order tor the yeas and nays 
will be rescinded. The question is on the 
amendment of the Senator trom Wisconsin. 

fhe amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER The ques- 
tion recurs on the motion of the Senator trom 
) | Mr. SHERMAN,] to strike out the fifth 

" ection of the amendment of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner, ] being the see- 

n just amended ; and on this question the 
ve and nays have been ordered. The Sec- 
retary will report the words proposed to be 


imcKen out 


(he Corer CLerk. The section, as amended, 


now reads: 
hat every discrimination against any person on 
unt of color by the use of the word “ white’’ in 
law, statute, ordinance, or regulation, is hereby 
repealed and annulled. 
Mr. SUMNER. Yesterday, supposing that 


the original amendment introduced by me 
suill within my own control, not knowing that 
the yeas and nays had been ordered, I yielded 
to the pressure of friends, and said that 1 would 
consent to drop that section. I did it with 
great hesitation and reluctance; but now that 
we are to vote on it formally, that other Sen- 
insist upon a vote, | feel that | cannot 
cord my name against it. 

Mr. COLE. 1 will simply remark that I do 
not suppese that the form of on as it 
with amendment Senator 


ators 


re 


the secti 
of the 


is now tae 


" from Wisconsin, alters the effect of it all, but 
{ it is equally obnoxious to the principal objec- 
i tion now as belore, 

4 

: 





was 








Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator from Mary- 
land [Mr. iiaMILTon | was called away two or 
three days ago by the extreme illness of a 
relative of his family, and I agreed to pair 
with him upon all amendments, he being 
opposed to all amendments and I being in 
favor of some amendments. I do not know 
how he would vote upon this particular ques- 
tion, but I think myse!f bound in honor to him 
to withhold my vote, although 1 should vote, 
if I felt free, in favor of striking out this 
clause. 

Mr. STEVENSON. My colleague [Mr. 
Davis] is confined to his bed by sickness. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays; 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 34; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Blair, Boreman, Brownlow, Cole, 
Corbett, Davis of West Virginia, Flana - Fre- 
linghuysen, Goldthwaite, Hill, Hitehcoc Jobn- 
ston, Kelly, Norwood, Nye, Pool, Saulsbury, Saw- 
yer, Scott, Sherman, Stevenson, Stockton, Thurman, 
Ti Y ‘ton, and Vicke ra—25. 

NAYS—Messrs, Ames, Anthony, Caldwell, Cam- 
eron, Carpenter,Chandle r,Clayton,Conkling,( ragin, 
Fenton, Ferry of Connecticut, Ferry of Michigan, 
Gilbert, Hamilton of Texas, Hamlin, Harlan, hel- 
logg, Logan, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of \ ermont, 
Morton, Patterson, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Rice, Rob- 
ertson, Schurz, Spencer, Sumner, Trumbull, West, 
Wilson, Windom, and Wright—32 


ABSENT—Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Buckingham, 
Casserly, Cooper, 


Davis of Kentucky, Edmunds, 
Hamilton of Maryland, Howe, Lewis, Usborn, Pratt, 
Sprague, and Stewart—l4. 

So the motion to strike out was not agreed 

| to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question 
recurs on agreeing to the amendment of the 
| Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. COLE. I move to amend the section 
on which the vote was just taken, in the third 
line of the fourth by striking out the 
word *‘ person,”’ “_ inserting in place thereof 
the word ‘** citizen;’’ so as to read: ‘* or mak: 
ing any discrimination against any citizen on 
account of color by the use of the word 
‘white;’’’ and I hope that it will be sustained 
by the Senate, as this matter is not properly 
within the scope of the original proposition. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That part of 

| the section to which the Senator reters has 

been stricken out. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suppose itis rather too 
| late now to move the amendment? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. What the Sen- 
ator now alludes to has been inserted, and 
the words inserted by vote cannot be stricken 
out except by including with them in the mo- 
tion other words. 

Mr. COLE. I had not before me at 
time the section as it has been amended. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Is not the word ‘ 
son’? in the section ? 

rhe VICE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
it is by a proviso. 

Mr. COLE. Is the bill in committee or in 
the Senate? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is in the Sen- 
ate, and has been forsome time, where there is 

no review afterward of amendments acted on. 

| Mr. SHERMAN. It can be done by a 

motion to reconsider. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


page, 


the 


per- 


It is. 
The only way to reach 


The question is 


from Massachusetts, [ Mr. Sumner. ] 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I moveto strike 
out on the eleventh and twelfth lines of the 
first section the words ‘*‘of church organiza- 
tions,’ 
** churches.’’ 


made, 
within the power of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts to accept the amendment, the yeas 





aud nays having been ordered on his proposi- || 
| tion; and therefore | make no application to | 


him. My reasons, Mr. President, briefly are 
| that I see no necessity for any such provision. 


I listened attentively to the testimony adduced || ato ELS 
| strike out is unconstitutional. 


| by the Senator from Massachusetts, and there 
is no complaint in reference to the privileges 
of churches not being extended to everybody. 





on agreeing to the amendment of the Senator || 


and in the fourteenth line the word | 
I have already given my rea- | 
sons why I think this amendment should be | 
I do not understand that it is now | 
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| look upon it as an infringement of the ( on 
stitution and as dangerous to commence legis. 
lation on that subject. These are my reago, 8 
ior making the motion to strike out. 

The ViCK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New Jersey moves to amend the amendmen; 
by striking out from the first section the words 
‘church organization,’’ in the eleventh a, id 
twelfth lines, and the word ‘* churches’”’ in the 
fourteenth line. ; 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I ay 
opposed to all these amendments, and am j, 
favor of an amnesty bill, and | have regretty¢ 
very much the efforts which have been made 
that only lead to embarrassment in the passage 
of such a bill. I intend to vote against aj! 
amendments that are offered to the bill. Now 
an attempt is made by the Senator from New 
Jersey to strike out of the amendment of the 
Senator from Massachusetts what he s 
unconstitutional. I think some other parts 
of the amendment, when these words are 
stricken out, will be just as unconstitutional 


i 


Says is 


| as this feature is; and therefore | am not for 


aiding the Senator from New Jersey in his 
motion to strike out these particular words for 


| the purpose of securing his vote to the ori- 


| one, 


| amendments. 


ginalamendment. Il hope the entire amend- 
ment will be voted down; and when I vote 
against these different amendments, as | intend 
to do, 1 vote without reference to the particu- 
lar merits of the amendment which is offered, 
but for the purpose of defeating all amend- 
ments. 1 would make this amendment just 
as obnoxious as I could, because I think it is 
offered here, or the effect of its being offered 
here is, to defeat amnesty, and we have been 
discussing this amendment for weeks 8, instead 
of the bill which came from the House of ktepre- 
sentatives. We have had bill after bill trom 
the House of Representatives ; they have re- 
maiued on our table for months. 1 think this 
bill that we are now considering came to 
nine months ago. We could not consider it 
at the last session of Congress, and now when 
we take time to consider it, efforts are made 
to put upon it first one amendment and then 
another; and | have made up my mind, for 
without respect to the merits of any 
particular amendment, to vote against 
I merely wish to say this that 
my reasons for voting ‘‘no’’ upon particular 
amendments may be understood. | vote ‘* no”’ 
without regard to the merits of the particular 
spell which is offered, as I am aguinst 


ail 


| them all. 





the VICE PRESIDENT. 


The question is 


| on agreeing to the amendment of the Senator 


from New Jersey to the amendment of the 


| Senator from Massachusetts. 


Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I do not 
desire tv protract debate on this question. | 
have already expressed myself fully upon it. 
‘lo my mind, it is important to the unity of 
this measure that the prohibition should be 
applicable to churches as to schools and iusti- 
tutions of benevolence. I do not feel the ar- 
gument of my friend from New Jersey, which 
he presented so persuasively the other day. 
To my mind this is simply @ proposition to 
apply to an incorporated association the great 
principles of our Government, and it does not 
in any respect interfere with religion, or ted 
in the least in that way. So it seems to me; 
and having that conviction, 1 cannot myself 
by any act of mine allow that part to be sacri- 
ficed ; but it is all in the hands of the Senate. 
They will do as they think best by their votes, 
and I shall submit; but | think, sir, that our 
votes ought to be recorded, and I| ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I quite 
agree with the Senator from New Jersey that 
the provision in the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts which he moves to 
I entertain no 
serious doubt upon that subject. If that were 
the only unconstitutional provision in it, and 





On- 


ls. 





